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Vuot hiém nguy tro vé dat Phat, cam bay trung trung lai hién ra...

Tur ring ram nguyén sinh chau My vo cung bi hiém roi xuéng mé cung tang ting dia nguc, cudc hanh
trinh cta doan tham hiém theo ddu T Ky Lan va Bac Ba La than miéu cang ltic cang gian nan, nguy
kho, nhung ciing that bat ngd véi nhitng phong doan ky la vé ngudn gdc ctia nén van minh chau My xa
Xua.

Tudng nhu d3 tan tac ké mat ngudi con, Trac Moc Cudng Ba va nhitng nguoi ban dong cam cong kho
gio lai tap hop noi xuét phat, thu nhan nhitng kién thirc mdi vé cac vuong triéu cd dai cliing nhirng bi
mat hoc hiém ctia mon cam b?ly hoc roi hdi ha 1én duong. Theo chi dan clia tim ban do tir chau My,

vung dat Bac Ba La da ¢ phia trudc...



qué tai Tk Xuyén, d3 séng mudi nam & Tay Tang, 14 nguoi vu thich thim hiém, trng mot minh
vuot qua Kha Kha Tay Ly va rimg nguyén sinh Xishuangbanna. Nim 2006 anh bat dau viét Mdr ma
Tdy Tang. Nam 2008 cudn sach ra mit cong chiing, 1ap tirc 1am diy nén mét cudc chién dua tranh ban
quyén cuia hon mot trim nha xuat ban trén thé gidi. Ha Ma da trd thanh nha vin bestseller nong nhat
Trung Qudc hién nay.



»

“Khéng c6 cuén truyén ky hién dai nao vé Tay Tang huyén hodc hon :
— Chau Ai Minh,
Tién si van hoa dan toc Tang

“ la bé ky thw, di tim nhitng bi mdt lich sit ciia viing dat thiéng bang géc nhin
tham hiém. O do, Phdt gido Tang truyén, ngao Tang, cdc truyén thuyét dan gian, cdc ky quan trén
dat T ang déu tu hoi thdt hoan my.”

— Ba Chau,

S& truong S& du lich Tay Tang

Dich tir nguyén tic tiéng Trung: jik Hi %5 15 SR EE EMILAORI R K T
Xuat ban theo hop dong chuyén nhurgng ban quyén giita BEIJING DOOK PUBLISHING CO.LTD. va Nhi Nam, 2008.
Copyright©2008 by DOOK&BOOK. All rights reserved.
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Chuong 15:
ME CUNG MAYA

Pay 1a cung dién dudi 10ng dat hung vi nhét, 16ng 13y nhat, dong thoi cling ghé ron nhat va ddm mui
mau tanh nhét t6i ting thiy. Hé thong may moc diéu hanh v cing phirc tap, cac cam biy vo cung dang
sg, khip noi déu ngip trong bau khong khi thin bi va mi md khong thé doan biét, mdi budc chan déu
an chiras nguy co mat mang. Va ca nghi thirc ton gido cling nhu cac 18 té vin minh ndy nira, déu khién
t6i khong thé nao chap nhan dugc. Toi khong dam tin, nhitng ngudi sd hitu mot nén vin minh phat trién

bac cao nhu viy, sao lai pham phai nhitng toi ac cta loai ma quy 4y...



Ky hiéu mat ma

Gido su Phuong Tan hét 16n miy tiéng vao miéng hd, khong nghe thiy hdi 4m, 1ién lo 1ing noi:
“Cudng Ba ciing 16 ming qué, van clr ndng nay nhu vay, chang c¢6 chut t6 chat ctia nguoi lam khao sat
khoa hoc gi ca.”

Lat ma A La tho dau siu vao mi¢ng hé, noi: “Cau éy khong chi biét c6 mao hiém thoi dau, bén

trong cO g10.”

C6 gid, ddng nghia véi cai hd ndy con co 16i thong ra noi khéc nita, thong gid c6 thé thoi tan khi doc,
gitt cho khong khi bén duéi luu thong. Diém nay Trac Moc Cudng Ba di hoc duoc ¢ chd doi khao sat
hoa hoc Kha Kha Tay Ly, hon nita xét theo tbe do truot xudng ctia ba 16, vi vay, gd méi khong hé do
dur nhay ludn xudng theo. Nhung g khong thé ngd, tdc d6 trugt xuéng ctia minh cao hon toc d6 cta cai
ba 16 rat nhiéu. Puong ham hinh vudng déu tim tap phi day cat, 1am ting toc d6 trugt xudng ctia gi
giong nhu dau boi tron vay. Chua dén muoi gidy, dd nghe “vi” mot tiéng, Trac Moc Cudng Ba chi
thiy than thé minh lo ltng trén khong, dau va manh vao tudng da, ké d6 ca nguoi lai tiép tuc truot
xudng theo hudng nguoc lai; chua day muoi gidy sau, phan lung gi di 4p t6i bd tudng, va cham mot
¢t rd manh, roi lai doi phuong hudng. Cir nhu vay dap di dap lai, khong biét di va dap bao nhiéu lan,
r6i gi ciing dudi kip cai ba 16 da dung chan day xudng lac dau.

Cudi cung, Trac Mdc Cudng Ba cam thay cac tiéng dong khac di, rdi ca nguoi gi ving ra khoang
khong, trude tién nghe tiéng ba 16 roi xudng nudc, ké d6 1a tiéng than thé gi “ha thuy”. Trong ltic
hoéng loan, chan tay ctr vung bira tir phia, két qua vira dap 1 cai, da thdy thin minh ding vot 1én mat
nuée. HO nude khong sau lam, Trac Moc Cuong Ba ding 18n vira hay dé 16 ra cai dau. Gi dom buéde
vai budc, chd sau nhit thi phai boi qua mdi duge. Trac Moc Cudng Ba vira boi vira tom 14y ba 10,
chang miy chdc chan di chan dat. Trong bong t6i vang 18n tiéng “soat soat soat”, nghe nhu co cai gi
dang 10i vé sau. Trac Moc Cuong Ba ca ming kéu 1én: “Man Man! Em phai khong? Tra 15i anh di?”

Khong thdy tra 101, chi nghe “oa” mdt tiéng, roi c6 ngudi réng 1én. Trac Moc Cuong Ba voi ndi:
“Pirng so, ding so, anh dén day, em & dau?” Vira ndi gi vira 1an budc vé phia tiéng khoc. Trong bong
tbi vang lén giong thon thire: “Htee. .. hie, hirc, em s¢ qua...emsQ qua...em cu trong khong bao gio
gap lai anh nira, rc...” Trac Mgc Cuong Ba deo ba 10 trén lung, ro1 khoi hé nudc, gio hai tay 1an mo
vé phia phét ra Am thanh, cudi cliing ciing bat dugc mot ban tay mém mai lanh budt. Hai ngudi 6m
chim 14y nhau trong bong tdi.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba nho nhe an ti: “Dung khoc nita, ding khoc, anh & day. Khéng sao r6i, anh &



day roi ndy.” Pudng Man ric dau sau vao nguc Trac Moc Cuong Ba, hai vai run ray, khoc that thit
dén dau 10ng, ndi cau dugce cdu mat: “Trong thanh. .. hic... em nghe thiy tiéng anh... em goi tén anh. ..
hirc hirc... anh khong nghe thiy em goi anh 4? Em... hirc...chay vé phia anh... hic... két qua... két
qua...roi xudng chd nay, hic. .. chd nay khong c6 dudng, lai khong nhin thay gi, hic...”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba chi biét tiép tuc an ti cd: “Duoc r6i, khoc nhiéu qua thi khong xinh nira dau.
Anh mang theo ba 16 ctia em xudng ddy ndy, bén trong c6 thir gi chiéu sang duoc khéng? O déy t6i om
om chang nhin thay gi ca.”

“Co”. Pudng Man da thoi khong khoc to, nhung van ¢t nirc no thon thirc, don 1ay ba 16 luc loi. Chi
thoang sau, dén da sang 1én, Trac Moc Cuong Ba chi thdy guong mit xinh xin cia Puong Man di bi
d6i tay 14m lem bun dét xoa 18n trong nhu tranh son dau treo trdng phai 4n twong, mit dé mong vi
khoc, nude mit van khong nging trio ra, lai 1am nhoa di nhitng vét bun trén doi ma phén, trong nhu
hoa 1¢ dAm mua, hoa hong ddm suwong vay. Ga vira tirc vira budn cuoi, miéng hoi nhéch 1én tim tim.
Puong Man nin khoc, ngdy ngy nhin Trac Moc Cudng Ba, 16i hoi: “Co phai xau xi 1am khong?” Trac
Moc Cuong Ba gt gat dau, co lai “oa” mot tiéng rdi tiép tuc khoc 16¢c. Trac Moc Cudng Ba yéu chiéu
nang grong mit nho nhan 4y 18n, cudi cuodi bao: “Puoc roi, rira mot chat 13 sach s& ngay théi. Em co
bi thuong khong?”” Ban than gi ciling bi dap vao ngudi vao tuong khong biét bao nhiéu lan, gio tir dau
dén chan déu é am ca.

Bén ngoai giéng Thanh, lat ma A La néi: “Quén du kich lai lui xudng rdi, xem ra dam an thit nguoi
d3 chiém phan loi thé. Chung ta & ddy ciing khong thoat ndi du, may ra bén trong ndy con tim dugc
duong thoat nao khac.”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan tron trirng mat nhin lat ma A La, hoang hot kéu 1én: “khdng phai ngai ciing
mudn. .. ngai da nghi ki chua dai su.”

Lat ma A La chap tay trudc nguc noi: “Hoat Phat s& chi duong dan hudng cho ching ta.” Dit 101,
ong lién chui vao trong giéng theo tur thé ngdi kiét gia. Gido su Phuong Tan ha héc mém nhin con
ngudi cudng tin trude mit, roi lai nhin ddm phan tir vil trang dang ho hét x6ng tdi, cudi cung thd dai
mot tiéng, ném ba 16 xudng miéng giéng, r6i nhay vao theo.

Pudong Man bao nudc trong giéng Thanh ndy toan ngdm xac ngudi chét, ndi thé ndo cling khong
chiu di rira mat. Trac Moc Cudng Ba phai khuyén giai mai, bao nudc hd nay 1a nude ngudn, thong voi
mach nuéc ngdm dudi 10ng dat, r6i lai chiéu sang cho c¢d nhin rd hd nudc trong thdy ca dy. Bay gid
Puong Man méi mién cudng di rira mit. Trac Moc Cuong Ba cam ngudn sang d6 16n ngam nghia.
Trudc day gi chua tirng thay thir niy bao gio, ngudn sang chinh 1a mdt cai mil, nhung lai khong gidng
mil ¢6 dén pha ctia cong nhan khai khoang hay doi, ma chém mil c6 mot cai tru thang, gidng nhu gan
cay nén trén dinh dau vay. Puong Man noéi: “Pay 1a mi chiéu sang, danh riéng cho céc chuyén gia

tham hiém khao c6 st dung. Tai vi trong moi truong hoan toan xa la, den pha chi chiéu sang dugc mot



hudng, s€ lam xut hién rat nhiéu khu vuee mu trong thi giac. Dé loai trir nhitng chd tia sang khong
chiéu t6i duoc, ngudi ta moi sir dung loai mil gin bong dén bén trén thé nay, nhu vay thi ¢ thé chiéu
sang dugc ca ba tram sau muoi do roi. Nhung anh sang kiéu nay phan tan, khong thé chiéu xa, nén phai
str dung két hop ca dén pha 13n mii chiéu sang méi di.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba gio cao chiéc mii chiéu sang 1én: “Xem xem ¢ day c6 16i thong ndo khac
truge da.”

Dot nhién cé tiéng “bich bich” vang 1én, 1am Pudng Man so giat bén minh, voi 6m chit Trac Moc
Cuodng Ba. Ga mim cudi noi: “Dung so, 1a gido su Phuong Tan hay lat ma A La xuéng day thoi.”

Vi d3 c6 anh sang, gido su Phuong T4y va lat ma A La khong bi mot phen hdt hoang nhu Trac Moc
Cuong Ba luc ndy. Hai ngudi boi 1én bo, lat ma A La nhin ngd quanh cai hang ngdm, roi ndi: “Giéng
Théanh nay khac han véi binh thuong thi phai.”

Gio su Phuong Tan van hoi buc boi ndi: “Gid ching ta & chung mot chd roi. VAy c6 ai bao cho
toi biét 1am sao ra khoi day duoc khong?” Khong gian ndy rat nhd, chi khoang bang mdt cai san bong
10, hai phin ba phia bén trai 13 nudc, bén phai hoi nhé cao, dé 16 ra mot phin ba con lai. Bén phia
déu 1a tudng dat, miéng hd noi ho roi xudng & ngay giita birc tudng, bén birc twdong dbi dién ciing cd
modt miéng hd y nhur vay, trén dinh dau duong nhu 14 d4 thién nhién, cach mit dat t6i ba bdn mét, ngoai
ra thi khong con gi khac nita. Trudc tinh canh nay, Trac Moc Cuong Ba ciing khong biét 1am gi hon,
chi danh né mot nu cudi ngrong nghiu, ¢ ging khong choc gian thiy gido minh thém nira.

Lat ma A La bong hoi Trac Moc Cudng Ba: “Liic roi xudng cau di chuyén hudng miy 1an?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba ngan ngudi. Lic ndy va di va lai dao dién mot tran, dau 6c lung bung ai ma
nhé duge da qua bao nhiéu khiic ngodt co chir. Chi nghe gido su Phuwong Tan cat tiéng dap: “Muoi
tam khic ngoit, dung nhu chung ta da nghi.” Lat ma A La khé gt gat dau: “Xemra, chung ta dang &
phan ddy ctia kim ty thap Maya roi.” Puong Man 1am bam noi: “Muoi tdm khiic ngodt.” Duong nhur
co ciing nhan ra diéu gi do.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba van hoan toan khong hiéu gi ca, lai hoi: “Cai gi ma muoi tim 1an chuyén
hudng? Sao lai dang nhu hai ngudi da nghi? Thiy giao?”

Gido su Phuong Tan “phi” mdt tiéng, doan noi: “Pung goi than thiét thé chu, cau da pham phai dai
ky trong cong tac khao sat khao c6 roi do.”

Lat ma A La giai thich: “Toa kim tu thap khong 16 ndy, riéng phan trén mit dat da cao téi may traim
mét, chinh 13 kién triic 16n nhit ma chung ta trong thiy, con bén dudi mong, chi so cling sdu miy chuc
mét. Ngudi Maya rét co thé dua theo 1y giai ctia ho vé dia nguc dé xay dung nén cung dién ngam dudi
16ng dat nay.”

“Muoi tam téng dia nguc!” Trac Moc Cuong Ba tron tron mét 1én. Pudng Man néi: “Khong, dia

nguc cua nguo1 Maya co chin tang. Muo1 tam 12 boi so cua chin, & gitra hai 1an chuyén hudng chinh 1a



mot tang dia nguc, vay thi, gid ching ta dang & dudi dia nguc d6.”

Lat ma A La gat dau noi: “Um, ¢ doan cudi cuing, doan ddc vira doc vira dai, c6 18 by gior chiing
ta dang O tAng dudi cung cta kim tu thap. Néu dung 1a nhu vay, chi so khong con dudng ra nira roi.”
Gi4o su Phuong Tan “hir” manh mt tiéng.

Trac Moc Cuong Ba n6i: “Tim thtr di, c6 1€ con c6 duong ra khac cling khong chirng.” No1 xong,
lién cting Puong Man cham cham 1an tim kiém doc theo cac vach tuong.

Lat ma A La va gido su Phuong Tan van chua c6 hanh dong gi, chi ngdi bén mép nude tram tu, lat
ma A La n6i: “¢ day c6 mot diém rat ky la. Néu 1a giéng thanh, bén dudi cho du khong c¢6 xuong
nguoi thi ciing phai ¢ t& pham, nhung vira ndy ¢ dudi nude, ngoai mot it xwong khd cua da tha thi toi
khong con thiy gi khac nita.”

Gido su Phuong Tan ciing tan dong: “Phai, dung vay, tinh huéng nay dudng nhu chi c6 mot kha
ning dé giai thich.” Ong va lat ma A La dua mit nhin nhau, trir phi sau khi giéng Thanh nay xdy xong,
chua tirmg duoc str dung mot 1an ndo, ngudi trong thanh vi mot nguyén nhan nao d6 da bo roi ca thanh
tri nay di noi khac.

“Al” Plng luc day, tiéng kéu kinh hét cia Pudng Man vang 1én, trong khong gian kin mit nay tiéng
kéu tr¢ nén lanh 16t vang dong la thuong.

Gi4o su Phuong Téan va lat ma A La voi vang chay td1, ho va Trac Mdc Cuong Ba vira dén, lién
phat hién ra bén mép tudng c6 mot hbe khoét rong, bén trong c6 mot bd hai cdt dung nghiéng nghiéng,
Khong hiéu Puong Man da cham phai chd ndo, 1am phién d4 bit kin cai héc nay ty dung roi ra.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba budc t§i quan sat, nhung bi gido su Phuong Tan kéo lai. Ong néi: “Pung lai
gan, trén phién d4 kia hinh nhu c6 thtr gi d6.”

Lat ma A La d3 bat dau nghién ctru phién d4 4y ri, 6ng ngdi xdm phia trude, ndi: “Khong phai
bang d4, ma bang dat, hinh v& bén trén 1a... 1a ban &6 don gian cta hang dong nay!”

Gido su Phuong Tan ciing bat dau quan sét, rdi dua ra phan doan: “Nhin trang phuc ctia ngudi ndy,
chic 1a mot nha tham hiém tir thé ky mudi tim hodc mudi chin. Cai hoc do con ngudi dao ra nay e 1a
cling do ong ta tu dao ra, nhung tai sao bén canh 6ng ta lai khong c6 thir gi vay nhi?”

Lat ma A La noi: “Chiéu dén lai gﬁn mot chut, nguoi nay da dé lai cho chung ta mot sb thong tin,
nhin burc tranh nay xem.”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan liéc méat nhin qua, noi: “T4m vach dat nay bi v& roi, hinh v& ¢6 hoi 1éch lac.
Man Man, dung cong cu rap lai di.” Min Man “vang” mot tiéng, bat dau luc tim cac thi trong ba 16
cua gido su Phuong Tan.

Trac Moc Cuong Ba ding bén canh quan sat, dot nhién nhan ra nhdm cua ga chua tirng phé)i hop
nhip nhang nhu vay bao gio, mdi ngudi déu lam viéc ctia minh, qua thuc 14 khoang cach chénh 1éch so

vO1 nhom cua gido su Phuong Tan van con rat xa.



Pudng Man léy trong ba 16 ra mot chiéc hop da mau den, phai ba bon lwot khda méi md duoc ra,
bén trong lai 1a mot ting hop sat, thi ra 1a chiéc may tinh xach tay ctia gido su Phwong Tan. Trac Moc
Cudng Ba thdt 18n: “Mot chiéc may tinh ma phai giit gin phtc tap nhu vay a!”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan n6i: “May tinh chinh 14 nong ¢t ctia nhém ching t6i, so voi ngudi, vi ddi
trudng’ ndy con quan trong hon nhiéu.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba noi: “Vay ciing khong cin phai boc thém mot ting hdp sét nita chir.”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan cuoi cudi: “Ding coi thudng chiée hop ay, khong co nd, chiéc may tinh nay
cua to1 khong qua n6i khu vuce bio t6 dau. N6 co mot tﬁng chéng dién ly, cho du bi luéng dién nam
tram nghin von danh thang vao, cling van gitt duoc hoan hio mén dd dé bén trong.”

Latma A La cAm 1 thiét bi dién tir khac, n6i: “Dd bdo hoa oxy trong khong khi 14 hai muwoi bay
phan tram, cac chat khi c6 hai cho co thé chua t§i hai phan nghin, ham lwong bui thip hon nim phan
tram; chi sb hoa sinh cta nude dat tiéu chuan, c6 mot téng oxit cacbon hon hop véi hydro cacbon; chi
sb sinh hoa ctia bun dat dat tiéu chuan, nhung cacbon, ni to va mudi vo co thi vuot qua tiéu chuan.”
Gido su Phuong Tan git dau n6i: “Hy vong khong phai 13 vAy.” Lat ma A La ciing git gat dau. Trac
Moc Cuong Ba dan mit ra, ro rang 1a hoc cung mét noi, tai sao ngudi ta ndi chuyén voi nhau ma ga
chang hiéu gi hét ca vay?

Puong Man di 1ap pin vao chiéc may tinh xach tay cta gido su Phuong Tan, ndi voi webcam va
may scan. Lat ma A La va gido su Phuong Tan 1y cac dung cu trong hop d6 Pudng Man dua cho ra,
deo gang tay, cAm ban chai, bat dau lam sach phjén dat. Trac Moc Cuong Ba nudt nude bot danh “yc”
mot tiéng, thim nhi: “Xem ra chuyén nghiép that.”

Phién dat di duoc scan vao may tinh, gido su Phuong Tan néi: “Tot qua.” Puong Man lai lay ra
mot chiéc mil chiéu sang nita, ca cin him lién sang bing 1én. Lat Ma A La 1ay webcam quét qua mot
luot khép cai xac kia, nhap hét cac s6 lidu vao may tinh. Gido su Phuong Tan thanh tao thao tac trén
may tinh, dung k¥ thuat phuc hdi trén may, chim rai ghép timg manh v ctia phién dat lai v6i nhau, tur
dong ndi cac khe hé lai, mot tam bang d6 hang dong duong nét rd rang va hoi c6 phan thd so hién 1én
trudc mit bon ngudi. Hinh vé ndy va canh vat ho nhin thay trong cai him nay dai thé 1 twong dong,
nhung & gitta him c6 v& mot ngdi sao nim canh rat 16n, mdi goc sao déu tiép xtic vai vach twong.
Trén phién dat con khac mot s6 hinh v& mo hd khong thé nhin rd, sau khi gido su Phuong Tan nhip vao
mot loat cac 1énh “xoda ring cua & vién”, “lam rd hinh”, “giam bong mo™, cac ky hiéu mo mo nhu mot
dam hd nhdo dan dan thanh hinh, gido su Phuong Tan ming r& reo 1én: “La tiéng Anh!”

“When There Is a Will There Is a Way”, ddy 1a mot thanh ngit trong tiéng Anh, thudng dich thanh
“C6 chi thi nén”, dich theo mat chif thi gin gidng véi cau “Xe di toi ndi thi at c6 duong”. Gido su
Phuong Tan nhin lat ma A La héi: “Pai su thdy sao?”

Lat ma A La néi: “Trudc tién, & giita khong c6 ky hiéu gi tich roi, day hinh nhu khong phai chuyén



ngau nhién; thir nita cdu nay c6 miy chit viét 16n in nghiéng, khong kho phat hién ra tinh tring lap cta
céc chit cai nay, néu bang dau bang w, vay thi ¥ clia nira cdu sau c6 thé 1y giai thanh ‘ddy chinh 1a 16i
ra’. Pay la mot cau da nghia.”

Gi4o su Phuong T4n nhin dudong thang cat ngang ngdi sao nim canh bén dudi hang chit cai, noi:
“nhin duong thang nay doi tmg véi chd ndo ctia can ham nhi?”

Moi nguoi nhin hinh v&, r6i tim duoc mdt diém trén vach tudng. Trac Mdc Cuong Ba xung phong
nhan viéc thim do noi do, gd gd gd vao tuong, duong nhién thiy rong bén trong, lién dap v& mot cai
héc da cho mot ban tay vao d6. Ba nguoi con lai déu nhin ga vo1 vé cho doi, dot nhién Trac Moc
Cuodng Ba “ai cha” mdt tiéng, rut voi tay ra nhu bi bo cap d6t, mau tuoi chiy rong rong: “Bén trong cd
gidu dao, ngoai ra khong con gi hét!”

Pudong Man nhanh nhen 14y thudc va bong bang trong tii ra, st tring roi bang bo cho gi. Trac Mdc
Cudng Ba nhin ciu tiéng Anh kia, 1am bam néi: “wti, wti, 12 dau tho ky han, dau tho, 1a. .. 1a nudc!
Chiac 13 dudng thing bén dudi, day 1a mot cau db 10ng trong cau d6! Pang ghét that!”

Gido su Phuong Tan néi: “Puong ¢ dudi nudc? Khong thé ndo, rét cude ong ta mudn gidu thir gi?

Lat ma A La noi: “Dé t6i xem xem.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba néi: “Dé t6i di cho.” Ga khong mudn ngudi khéc bi thwong, mot minh 1an mo
dudi nudce.

H6 nude nay chi c6 miy k& ho khong du dut lot ngon tay; ddy 1a mot cin haim do con nguoi dio
xudng dat ma thanh, cin ban khong thé dot phd bon vach tuong dé tim 16i ra nao khac. Tur tir, Trac
Moc Cuong Ba ciing mo duoc thir gi d6, lién cam 1én, thi ra 13 mot chiéc xéng cong binh boc trong vai
dau. Trac Moc Cuong Ba ngan ngudi ra nhin cai xéng, 1am bam néi mot minh: “Dé lai thtr ndy lam gi?
L€ nao bao chung ta dao dia dao thoat ra?”

“Poi chut.” Gido su Phuong Tan cam 1ay chiéc xéng cong binh, chi vao vét khic trén can: “Pay 1a
gi vay?” Trac Moc Cudng Ba nhin lai, qua nhién thdy trén can xéng c6 khac ba chit cai xiéu xiéu veo
veo “CMG”, lién 1am bam néi: “CMG? Tap doan Nghién ctru Phat trién Phan Mém Trung Qubc?”

Gido su Phuong T4n néi: “noi bay, hai trim ndm trude 1am gi ¢6 to chirc nay chir.” Ong bat may
tinh 1én, roi nhap tir khoa vao, may tinh bat dau tim kiém trong kho dir li€u ndi bg, tim kiém tit ca
nhirng cum tir tiéng Anh viét tat thanh “CMG”. Trac Moc Cudng Ba biét rd, 6 cling may tinh xach tay
clia gido su Phuong T4n sir dung cong nghé dong dit 1iéu quang hoc tién tién nhat ctia My, dung luong
1én dén 80 Terabyte, co thé ndi 1a mot dung lwgng khing khiép, du ¢6 luu ca bao tang Anh qudc vao
cling van con thira chd. Gido su Phuong Tan ndi: “Cai nay thi thé nao? Pay 1a mot tir viét tit cua
nganh giao thong, ¥ 12 ‘phuwong hudng tir diém xuat phat toi vi tri trudc mat’.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba ngdm nghi: “Diém xuat phat? Diém xuat phat & dau? Vi tri trudc mat 1a chi

chd nao chi?”



Lat ma A La noi: “Diém xuat phatco 1€ 1a dé chi diém géc ban dau, 13 noi nguo1 nay toa hoa, vi tri
trudc mit duong nhién chinh 13 noi cdu nhit duoc cai xéng. Nhin tim bang db nay, diém xuit phat va
vi tri trudc mit, vira van chinh 13 hai goc cua ngdi sao ndm canh, goc gira chiing, néu phong dai 1én
thanh ty 1& 10n, chic 1a...” Ong budc sang trai ba budc, vac tudng phia d6 vira hay c6 mot nam gb
1én. Trac Moc Cudng Ba gio xéng cong binh 1€n, hoi: “0 day ha?” Lat ma A La khé gat dau, Trac Moc
Cuong Ba bat dau vung xéng 1én dao dat, vira dao vira cau nhau: “Chi mot con dudng thoi ma, can gi
phai gi¢ 1am tro nhu vay chi?”

bao duoc gén mot mét, Trac Moc Cuong Ba dam dia md hoi, cudi cung cting cham phai mot vat
bang kim loai. G& ca mirng, vuon tay ra rd 1y, 1a mot cai tay nim quan bang ddy sat, da gi hoen gi
hoét ra roi. Gi vira kéo mot cai... “rAm ram ram’” ca vach dat trude mit Trac Moc Cuong Ba lién do
sap xudng, néu khong phai lat ma A La nhanh tay, chic chin gi da bi dé bén dudi roi.

Pudng Man lo léng hoi: “Anh khong sao cht?” Trac Moc Cudng Ba lac lac dau, sac mit nhot di,
khong ngd day lai 14 mot cam bay, néu khong kip tranh di, cho du khong bi dat da deé cho chét hay bi
thuong, thi cling bi ca tang twong dat chon bén dudi. Chi nghe lat ma A La néi: “O, vach tudng da bi
dao rong, sau do léy bun nhao dép thanh tuong bun, bén trén dat da hoac gach, dé Xuong ¢t da tha
bén dudi chong d&, day sat quan thanh tay nam kéo cot chong nay, khi c6 ngudi dung sire kéo tay nim
nay, cho du thé nao ciing khong thé tranh khoi birc twong sap xudng.”

Gido su Phuong Tan noi: “Rét giéng biy bat ngudi cia Cau lac bd Sin ngudi Anh qudc thé ky
muoi tam. Ngudi ndy khong don gian dau.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba vira tirc vira gian, gio xéng 1én dinh dap nat bo xwong kia, bong gido su
Phuong Tan phat hién sau birc twdng d6 ¢6 may chir cai khac, hop thanh chit “SIN”, 6ng 1am bam noi:
“Tdi ac nguyén thily?” Lat ma A La ciing suc nhd ra: “A, sao nim canh, day 1a ky hiéu dugc st dung
sdm nhit trong ton gido, tuong trung cho toi 4c nguyén thuy, khi truede chi 13 mot nira 4m tinh cta thé
gidi, vé sau bi gido 1y xuyén tac bop méo thanh hoa than ctia ma quy. Thue ra, trong mdt s6 di gido, nd
cling mang y nghia khoi diém va so nguyén, khi thé gidi con trong trang thai hdn don ban dau, do nim
nguyén to hop thanh.”



Am tran

Gi4o su Phuong Tan ngin Trac Moc Cuong Ba lai noi: “Cudng Ba, dirng nong nay qua, dé bon toi
xem dat chan nha tham hiém nay xem sao. Qua ding vy, moi ngudi xem di, chat dat dudi chan ong ta
va xung quanh hoan toan khac nhau. Ong ta dem dét ¢ viing bun bén dudi va dat bo trong tudng dat ra
d6i vi tri cho nhau, ma boi vi cai ham nay dd ¢ ca hon ngan nim tudi, nén dat trén twong va dat bi
ngam trong nudc da thanh ra hai loai hoan toan khic nhau, chiing ta that ngu qua, dic trung ro rang nhu
vay ma ciing khong nhan ra. Nao, chiing ta dich bo xwong ndy ra, Cuong Ba, tiép tuc dao chd nay di.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba lo lang hoi: “Khong c6 chot bay gi nita chit?” Gido su Phuong Tan lac dau:
“Chéc 1a khong dau, noi nay bé teo nhu vay, khong gian nao co thé 1oi dung 6ng ta déu loi dung hét ca
roi, dao di, chung t61 canh chung cho cau.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba khong hiéu, nguoi ndy rd rang da chét rdi con mudn gié nhiéu tro nhu vay lam
gi, 1& ndo ong ta mudn thé hién tai hoa cta minh trude hau nhan. Hay chi muén lay viéc gat ngudi ta
lam trd vui? Lan nay ga dao dugc mot boc vai dau. Mo 16p vai ra, bén trong 1a mot chiéc thi bé“mg vai
budm ma cac nha thim hiém thé ky trude hay st dung, trong i c6 vai thir cong cy, vai thir dd choi
nhd, con c6 mdt cai dau 1au bang pha 1& dugc ché tac rat tinh xao nira. Trac Moc Cudng Ba nhic 1én
mot cudn s6 ghi chép bia da rach nat, gido su Phwong Tan voi noi: “Can than, cudn s6 d6 rat quan
trong, dong do nay da dé ca trim nim, trang gidy rat gion yéu, dat xubng dat di.” Ong hiéu ro, d6i véi
mot nha tham hiém, thong tin quan trong nhat ma ngudi d6 dé lai, khong gi hon cudn sb ghi chép cua
anh ta.

Khi cubn s6 ghi chép rach buom da nga sang mau vang 4y duoc mé ra, ngay trang dau tién cha
nhan ctia n6 d4 nan ndt viét mot hang chit nghiéng bang tiéng Anh: “Tbi tén 1a Pieri, di 1 ngay thir
mudi 16i, toi biét minh s& chét...” Gido su Phuong Tan kh& thét 1én: “Thi ra 1a 6ng ta!”

Pudng Man hoi: “Ai vay?”

Gi4o su Phuong T4n hing giong giai thich: “Ciing 1a nhitng nha tham hiém kiét xuat trong giai doan
cudi thé ky mudi tam dau thé ky mudi chin, nhung 6ng ta rat khic véi nhitng ngudi khac, Pieri khong
bao gio dén nhitng ving thing dia tham hiém noi tiéng, ma luén mot minh tim kiém nhirng cung dién
dudi long dat nguy hiém nhit, bi mt nhat. Ong ta 13 ban than clia nha tham hiém Stanley, nhung su tich
vé Ong ta rat it 1én mit bao, thé nén danh tiéng ciing kém xa Stanley. Toi phat hién ra 6ng ta trong ltic
tra ctru tu lidu vé Stanley, co tin don 6ng ta ¢3 mat tich & chau Phi khong ngd lai chét & chd nay. Vi
vay toi moi nbi ong ta khong don gian ma, c6 thé loi dung cac cong cu thd so trong pham vi nho hep

nay, dua ra mot cau do nhi¢u tang, lai con sap dat cam bay gan nhu chi mang, viéc nay can phai 1a mot



nha thAm hiém thi méi lam duge.”

Chi thdy phia sau lai viét tiép: “Bat ké ban 12 ai, ciing bat ké 1a ban di pha giai dugc cdu db cua toi
hay d4 tranh duoc chdt biy, chi can ban c6 cudn so ny trong tay, chimg to rang ban da s¢ hitu co hoi,
t0i s& cO gang hét sirc dé chi dan ban ra khoi cung dién duéi 10ng dat nay. Néu ban chi tinh c¢o nhin
thay, thi hiy hily cudn s6 nay di, ling 18 & ddy ma cho chét, vay sé dé chiu hon con dudng tiép sau d6
nhiéu...” Sau d6 13 mot doan dai ca ngoi vé dep ctia Bach thanh, mdi 161 van mdi nét but déu tran
ngdp sy ngudng mo tir tin ddy long. Ong ta dd viét thé nay vé cung dién ngdm dudi dat: “Pay 1a cung
dién dudi long dat hing vi nhat, 1ong 13y nhat, dong thoi ciing ghé ron nhat va ddm mii mau tanh nhat
toi tirng trong thiy. Hé thbng may moc diéu khién vo cuing phirc tap, cac cam bay vo clng dang so,
khip noi déu ngap trong bau khong khi than bi va mu mo khong thé doan biét, mdi budc chan déu an
chira nguy co mat mang. Va ca nghi thirc ton gido ciing nhu cac 18 té cua nén van minh nay nira, déu
khién toi khong thé nao chép nhan dugc. To61 khong dam tin, nhitng ngudi s hitu mot nén van minh
phat trién bac cao nhu thé, sao lai pham phai nhitng td1 ac cua loai ma quy éy. .. tobm lai, c6 thé tim
duoc cudn sb ghi chép nay, chirng t6 ban cling c6 thuc luc nhét dinh, budc dau tién nay, da giam caAm
t6i & chon tuyét 10 nay, chi can ban qua dugc, con duong phia sau...” Cudn s nay da dé qua lau, rat
nhiéu chd rach héng, nhung doc van hiéu dugc dai V.

Tiép sau d6, hon nira trudc ciia cudn s6 déu ghi chép vé cac chuyén tham hiém & nhitng ving dat
khac nhau cua Pieri. Gido su Phuong Tan s¢ cudn s6 ndy qua rach nat, bén scan hét noi dung ctia nd
nhap vao may tinh, sau d6 ca bon méi bat dau nghién ctru trén man hinh. Phai dén may chuc trang cudi
cung, Pieri moi ké lai trai nghiém ciia minh trong toa kim tu thap ma 6ng ta goi 1 kim tu thip Ahezt
nay, hoan toan duogc viét theo trinh tu nguoc. Vé diém ndy, gido su Phuong Tan giai thich nhu sau,
thong thudng cac nha tham hiém di tham hiém trd vé rdi méi chinh sira lai cac trai nghiém ctia minh,
lan nay Pieri biét minh khong thé séng tré ve, vi vay méi viét lai theo trinh tu nguoc, muc dich chinh
1a dé gitip do ké bat hanh dén sau tim duoc 16i ra.

Thuc ra 16i ra cling rat don gian, & ngay trén dau ho, c6 mot phién da c6 thé dich chuyén duoc.
Ngai Pieri nay chinh 12 tir trén d6 xudng day, 6ng ta khong chiu ndi su cam dd mudn tim hiéu xem bén
dudi rot cude co thi g, dé roi sau khi Xuéng mo1 nhan ra, minh can ban khong thé nao tréo 1én dugc
nita. Ca bén nguoi déu lay lam tiéc nudi, mot nha tham hiém vi dai, khong ngo lai bi khoang cach cao
bén mét giam cam dén chét trong khong gian nhd bé nay. Trac Moc Cuong Ba néi: “Thuc ra, ong ay
hoan toan co thé dép mdt u dat 1én, nhu vay thi co thé véi t6i chiéu cao bén mét kia rdi.”

“Khong duoc,” gido su Phuong Tan lic dau: “Dat ¢ day thong véi mach nudc ngam, chat dat rat
mém, mudn dép mdt u dat cao bon mét, déng tho1 chiu dugce trong lugng ctia mot nguoi, it nhat phai
dao chirng muoi mét dat & xung quanh, lai con dam bao khong bi nude 1am troi riva di nita. Mubn hoan

thanh cong trinh nhu vay véi sitc mdt ngudi, it nhit ciing phai mit nira thang thoi gian.”



Puong Man noéi: “Co thé dao thong xuéng mach nudc ngdm phia dudi, vay thi co thé theo mach
nudc Ay ma thoat ra ngoai roi.”

Lat ma A La 1én tiéng phan bac: “Khéng dugc, ddy 1a dia diém ngudi Maya chon lva ki cang, dé
dam bao nudc ngam thim vao ma lai khong 1am x6i 16 chd nay, ca bén phia it nhat phai cach mach
nudc ngﬁm tram mét tro 1€n, dao mot duong ham nhu vay con kho hon.”

Gido su Phuong Tan tiép 1oi: “Khong can nghi nita, nguoi ta 13 mot nha thim hiém dan day kinh
nghiém, khong dé minh bi vay khén & noi co thé thoat ra dugc dau, diéu moi ngudi nghi dén, vi tién
bbi niy ciing c6 thé nghil dén, chic han 6ng ta phai thir hét moi cach roi méi dua ra quyét dinh bo cude
thoi. Gio viéc chung ta can lam, chinh 1 tim thay 161 ong ta di xubng day.”

Pudng Man ngang dau 1én nhin, doan néi: “Bén trén hoan toan bi bit kin, néu c6 ctra hang, chiing ta
phai phat hién ra tir 1au rdi chi?”

Lat ma A La giai thich: “Pon gian lam, béi vi trong miy trim nam ké tir khi Pieri bi giam cam t&i
luc ching ta téi day, lai c6 vo sb phﬁn tor dao trom md ghé qua noi nay, roi ¢6 nguo1 phat hién ra cai
giéng hoan toan khong c6 chat gia tri ndo ndy, lic bo di ho di bit 16i ra lai nhu cil, gio ching ta chi
con cach tir tir 1an tim thoi.”

Puong Méan noéi: “Chang ta c6 cong cu ndo dai dén thé dau?”

Lat ma A La dwa mat nhin gido s Phuong Tan, gido su Phuong Tén lai nhin Trac Moc Cuong Ba,
sau d6 ca ba dong thanh thét: “Thap nguoil!”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba 1am chéan thap, lat ma A La ngdi 18n vai gi, gido su Phuong Tén lai ngdi
khoanh chan trén vai lat ma A La, cudi cung, Puong Man ding trén vai gido su Phuong Tan, hai tay
an vao tran cai ham, 1an do ting chit mot. Chwra dugce may budc, cd da kéu toang 1én: “Pung, ding
lic ma! Pung viing, ding virng!”

Hai chan Trac Moc Cuong Ba d¢3 mém nhiin, thAm nhti: “Anh thie khong thé dtng vitng ndi nira
r6i.” Mic du than hinh g to nhu thap sap, nhung phai doi trén dau may ngudi co trong luong cong lai
gan gap doi thé trong ctia minh, qua thuc ciing luc bat tong tim, khong thé khong budc vé phia trude
mot hai budc, chan bat dau loang choang. Pudng Man vira hoan hi reo 1én: “Tim thiy ri, phién da
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nay long 1am!” thi Trac Moc Cudng Ba ciing khong giit vitng duoc nita, gi lao vé phia trude, bon
nguoi dua hét ca vao tuong, co thit ¢ hai chan Trac Moc Cudng Ba di bat dau chudt rat, nhung gi van
nghién rang kién tri chiu dung. Gido su Phuong Tan ¢ tang thap thir ba hoi voi xudéng: “Cudng Ba,
khong sao chir? C6 can nghi chat khong?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba dap: “Khong can, Man Man, chudn bj xong chua, chiing ta qua bén d6 nhé!”
Dut 101 ga lai bat dau dich chuyén doi chin ning nhu chi, ga hiéu rd, néu lam lai tir dau, minh tuyét doi
khéng du strc cung lic nhic ca ba ngudi 1én nhu vay nita.

Phién da dugc day ra, phién da trén tran day dén gan nira mét, néu khong c6 cai 16 nay, dua vao



suc nguoi that su rat kho duc ra dugc mot cai khac. Phién da vira nhich ra dugc mot khe hep, Trac
Moc Cuong Ba di khong cam cu ndi ma quy xudng dat , lat ma A La 1ap tirc nhay ra dong thoi dua tay
dd 14y gido su Phuong Tan, ciling may Pudng Man da bam kip vao khe hd d6, dugc ba ngudi bén
duéi o vii, cudi cung o cling nghién rang bo duoc 1én trén.

C6 mdt ngudi 1én trén thi dé dang hon nhiéu, Pudng Man tha day an toan xubng, ba ngudi con lai
déu bam vao dé leo 1én, r6i ngdi tho hong hoc. Ca miy nguoi déu hiéu rat rd, chi cn roi khoi manh
dat chét dudi kia, hy vong sng sot s& nang 1én dén chin mwoi chin phan tram.

Gido su Phuong Tan hoi: “O déy 1a chd nao vay nhi?” Puong Man lén tiéng dap: “Khong biét nira,
chau chang nhin thy gi ca.”

Bon nguoi dang & trong mot khong gian rat rong 16n, mii phat sang chiéu khong t6i tran, ngoai xa
tAm muoi mét ciing toan 1a mot ving toi nhu hii nat. Mat dat bang da bang phang tron nhin, song lai co
mot chut tinh dan hoi, tya hd nhu mot 16p mai vay, noi nay giong nhu mot mit phang hai chiéu ctr trai
dai vo tin ra bon phia xung quanh, so v&i cai ham nhé ban ndy thi that khac nhau mdt tro1 mot vuec.
Gi4o su Phuong T4n n6i: “Nghi ngoi mot chat, hoi phuc thé luc roi di tiép.”

Lat ma A La lay thiét bi do ra, doan ndi: “Nong d6 phan tr nuéc trong khong khi rat thip, chd nay
kho réo 1am. That la, bén duéi 1a nude ngém, trén nay sao lai kho réo thé dugc nhi?”

Giao su Phuong Tan sap xép cong viée: “Mdi ngudi mdt cai mii chiéu sang, lat ma A La va Cuong
Ba, hai nguoi phu trach deo ba 16 nhé, Man Man, 1y mot chiéc dén pha cong suit 1on ra ddy. Ching ta
xem 6ng Pieri viét thé nao trude da.”

Trong méy tinh, trang ndy cua cudn so tay lai bi rach mat trén ndim muoi phan trim & doan giira, chi
c6 thé nhan may tir don 1é nhu “thi thé”, “tran phap”, “run ray”, hoan toan khéng sao lap rap thanh mot
c4u hoan chinh. Gi4o su Phwong Tan hudng dén pha 1én tran diéu chinh d6 sang, diém nay thi Trac
Moc Cuong Ba ciing biét, lam vay 1 vi trong bong tdi ta khong thé biét xung quanh c6 sinh vat gi
khong, mot ludng sang bat ngo sé kich thich ching phan tng mot cach cudng nd, chi ¢é trén tran vom 1a
c6 kha ning c6 it sinh vat song, du co thi chi 1a 14 thi gidc khong phat trién nhu doi chang han, vi vay
lac diéu chinh ngudn sang trudc tién phai huéng 1én trén. Pén pha d chiéu ra mot ludng sang cuc
manh, tru anh sang hudng thfmg 1én tran nha, nhung cudi cung van mat hit vao bong t61 mu mit, loai
dén pha chuyén dung trong him mo ndy ¢ thé chiéu xa dén nim muoi mét, ciing c6 nghia 13, gian sanh
nay phai cao tir nam muoi mét tré 1€n!

Ké d6, gido su Phuong Tan chaim chdm dit ngang chiéc dén ra. Anh sang lia ra xa, bon ngudi lién
1ap tirc hiéu dugc ham nghia cua nhitng tir don 1€ trong cudn s6 ctia Pieri, dong thoi mot cam giac run
ray tu trong ddy long dang trao 1én! Gido su Phuong Tan va lat ma A La ban than ngudi ra, Trac Moc
Cuong Ba tua h6 nhu thém mét 14an nita chirng kién canh bo toc an thit nguoi té nguoi séng, Duong
Man thi so hii rac dau vao 1ong Trac Moc Cudng Ba, khong dam nhin lai dén 1an thir hai.



Thi thé, hodc ¢ thé ndi 1a xac wdp, xép hang ngay ngan gon gang, nhin nght ngan khong thiy diém
cudi dau. Trong bong tdi, nét mit clia cac xac udp duoc anh sang chiéu vao déu vo cung kinh khing,
mit miii tham thuong, twa nhu 18 4c quy dang gidy giva mudn tron thoat khoi dia nguc vay. Theo ludng
sang clia gido su Phuong TAn quét mot vong, xung quanh bon ho déu 1a xac udp, hoan toan khong thé
dém dugc co miy tram hay may ngan céc, hon nita toan bd déu o tu thé ding. Kéu xép hang chinh t&
ay, 1am Trac Mdc Cuong Ba bdng nhd dén turgng binh md bang dat nung trong ling md Tan Thiy
Hoang.

Gi4o su Phuong Tan lam bam: “Xem ra 1a nhu vay r6i.” Latma A La cling gat dau, lap lai 101 cua
Pieri trong cudn s6 ghi chép: “Toi 4c clia ma quy.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba hoan toan khong hiéu gi, d6i véi nén vin minh Maya ndy, c6 thé noi 1a ga mot
khiéu ciing khong thong, chi biét hoi ma thoi: “Pay 1a chuyén gi vay? Thiy gido? Hai ngudi da biét
trude 1a s& nhin thdy nhitng xac udp nay roi phai khong?”

Gio su Phuong Tan gat dau: “Pay 1a 18 t& ngudi song. Mdi khi ¢6 kim tu thap 16n xay dung xong,
bon ho s& 1am 18 té ngudi sdng dé chiic mirng, ngudi Maya rat sting bai té 18, bon ho cho rang mit troi
cudi cung s& tat lui, can phai hy sinh thin minh dé gitr cho anh sang mit troi chiéu roi bon phuong. Hy
sinh thin minh, chinh 1a dung mau ngud1 va tim ngudi nuoi dudng mait troi. Ngud1 Maya cho viéc bi
dung 1am té phém la mdt vinh du, theo sach st ghi chép, hoat dong té 18 16n nhit, 1a dé chic mung Dai
kim tu thip Tenochtitlan hoan thanh, chi nd 18 da giét ba trim sdu muoi ngin ngudi.” Trac Moc
Cudng Ba nghe ma ndi hét ca da ga 1én.

Lat ma A La b6 sung thém: “Ciing khéng phai toan bo déu 1a dan toc ctia ho, da phan déu dung ti
binh dé 1am té pham, nhung nhitng diéu di phat hién duoc, ciing chi 1a mot gia gd ¢ hon mudi ngan
chiéc ddu 14u ma ngudi Tay Ban Nha phat hién hoi thé ky mudi sau. Vira rdi ching ta & bén dudi phat
hién trong dat c6 ham luong mudi vo co va cacbon, ni to vuot qua tiéu chuin, t6i da nghi dén mot tinh
hudng. Cau biét day, co thé ngudi 1a do chit hitu co va chit vo co cu thanh, chit vo co cudi cling
phan giai thanh nudc va mubi vo co, con trong chat hitu co, thi bon nguyén t6 cacbon, oxy, ni to, hydro
chiém t&i chin muoi chin phan traim. Vi vy c6 thé noi dat ¢ bén duéi, da tirng bi thim dAm mau, trai
qua ngan nim ma van chua tiéu hét. Bon ho giai nd 18 vao ting siu nhat cua dia cung, dong thoi méc
stc sat hai, vé dau kho trude luc chét cua nhirng nan nhan do, dén gid van con luu lai trén thi thé.
Hién gio trong pham vi ching ta tréng thay duoc c6 khoang hon mot ngan thi thé, vay thi ting dia nguc
thtr chin ndy, rat c¢6 thé 1a mot Am tran do khoang trén mudi ngan xac udp hop thanh do!”

Puong Man so dén suyt nita phat khoc, Trac Moc Cudng Ba voi nhe nhang xoa 18n lung ¢6 an ti.
Gi4o su Phuong Tan tiép 1oi: “Vua Maya c¢6 dai co 1& ciing gidng nhu rat nhiéu vi vua chia thoi cd
ctia Trung Qubc, chét roi van mong c6 thé chi huy thién quan van ma, vi vay di bat ti binh va nguoi

trong bd toc xép hang ¢ dy, mong rang ho hoa thanh 4m binh, ciing ong ta di vao mot thé gidi khac.



Chung ta ma muén di ra, nhat dinh phai xuyén qua dam 4m binh ndy méi duoc.”

Dudng Man khé thut thit: “Em sg.” Trac Moc Cudng Ba voi an ui: “Dung s¢. Em dimg nghi ho 13
ngudi, cr coi nhu coc g0, twong da, cai gi cling duoc, nhu vay thi s& khong so nita.” Nhung ban than
ga cling dang danh tré)ng nguc thinh thich, dung tit déng xa nhin da nhu vay roi, néu tién dén gén, lai
con phai di xuyén qua nita, tinh hinh s& nhu thé ndo day? Trac Mdoc Cudng Ba lic manh dau, khong dé
minh tedng trong lung tung, chi ¢d dan 1ong xudng trr néi véi minh: “P6é chi 1a vat chét, ching 18 con
bién thanh cwong thi, nhay ra can minh may phat duoc chiac? Chung ta 13 ngudi hién dai van minh,
chung ta hiéu biét khoa hoc k¥ thuat, mgt minh Pieri con chéng sQ, ching ta c6 td1 bon nguoi, than kinh
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ctia minh ciing khd virng, so quai gi!” Thé nhung tir nhirng gi doc dugc trong cudn so cua Pieri, ai ¢6
thé noi 6ng ta khéng so chu.

Gi4o su Phuong Tan di ha quyét tim n6i: “Bi thoi.” Dt 101 ong lién tit dén pha dan dau ca doan
di vao bong toi. Ong biét rd, can phai ¢ nguoi dan dau, néu khong moi ngudi sé dimg hét ca lai day,
cudi cung chi co chét doi.

Dam quan du kich dang dung vay quanh mt mi¢ng hé dbc xuéng thdn mit ra, mot tén trong bon bao
c4o0 voi tén dan ddu: “MAay ngudi nudce ngoai ay nhay xudng hd nay roi, ching ta tinh sao day?” Tén
tht 1inh cho han mdt bop tai, quat: “Chac chan con 16i vao khéac, di tim cho tao! C6 diéu trudce do, tiéu
diét sach cai 1ii thd dan kia roi hiy hay! Hur? Tiéng dong gi day?” Bon chiing va ca dam tho dan an thit
ngudi cung ngang dau Ién, phia chan troi vong lai tiéng phanh phach r to, d6 1a tiéng canh quat may
bay truc thang,

Trén may bay, Gonzales hung phin dén ndi ctr xoa xoa hai canh tay mip mip vao nhau, thiic giuc
luon mém: “Thap xuéng mot chut, thap xudng chit nita. Tiéng sung vang 1én & gan day thoi! Nhin kia!
Basaka! May thay khong! Thay khong! Thanh tri! Nhin kia, gidu ki that! Toan ¢ trong rimg hét! Pep
qua! Ca toa thanh 1on thé nay vay ma dugc che gidu ki that, néu khong bay & d6 cao cuc thdp, may c6
bay qua mot nghin 1an, mot van lan ciing khong phat hién duoc noi nay dau! Chia oi, cam ta nguoi da
tot véi con! Bay t6i di! Lap tirc bay t6i di! Nhanh 1én!”

Pam quan du kich bén dudi ngang mat 1én quan sat, tén thi 1inh néi: “Truc thing ciia thang béo
Gonzales. Con me nd, ching ta & day thi liéu séng liéu chét, con han thi dén nhiat thanh qua, ban chét
me no di cho tao!”

Gi du kich dtng bén canh hin kién nghi: “’Han rd trén khong, lai méi bay tdi ddy, vii khi hay nhan
s6 déu manh hon ching ta d6.”

Tén thu Iinh nghi ngo1 mot luc roi “Urm’” mot tiéng, noi: “Ciing dugc, doi bon chiing ha canh roi tn
cong, bao cho nhiing nguoi khac, an nép tai chd. Nho k¥, can than bon thd dan nita!”

May bay truc thing dao miy vong trén bau troi Bach thanh, tén phi cong ndi: “Co rat nhiéu thd dan

chuc san bén dudi.”



Gonzales ra 1énh cho ca ba chiéc truc thang: “Thd dan thi so cai me gi? Quét cho chung mot loat
dan, xem xem c6 quan du kich bén dud1 khong, nhin k¥ vao!”

Chiéc trirc thang phia sau bao cao lai: “Khoéng phat hién dugc, chi ¢ méy thi thé, tir tiéu do6i Mot
dén tiéu doi Mudi déu co, xem ra bon ching rat hdn tap. Khong biét c6 phai da vao bén trong kim tu
thap roi hay khong nira!”

Vira nghe thay tin ndy, Gonzales da ngtra ngay trong long, 1ap tirc ra 1énh: “Nghe day, thiy quang
trudong bén dudi kia khong, ha canh ¢ déy. Trudce tién don sach bon thd dan da, sau d6 lap tirc tién vao
kim tu thap, nhat dinh phai nhanh, phai gon gang!”

Ba chiéc truc thang trude sau ha canh, mot ddi linh trang b1 chinh té budc Xuéng theo hang mot,
doan tan ra bdn phia, bt dau lung suc tiéu diét dam thd dan an thit ngudi, Gonzales dan theo mot dam
ngudi chay vé phia kim ty thap. Méi di duoc nira dudng da gip phai phuc kich, hin voi vang ra 1énh
cho thudc ha ban tra. Bén nhau dugc chirng hon muo1 phat, Gonzales 16n tiéng quat: “Ptra nao ¢ bén
kia ddy? Tao 1a Gonzales, Gonzales béo day! Poi truong ching may 13 ai? Bao han ra day cho tao!”

Pam nguoi mai phuc dap lai: “Tao danh may dy, Gonzales béo a. Khong phai may khong tham gia
hanh dong lan nay sao? Tim may muon truc thang thi khong cho muon, cay 14m tién nhiéu cua, dinh
gid trd bo ngua bat ve, chim sé rinh dang sau day ha?”

Gonzales 16n tiéng noi: “Oi cha, thi ra 1a doi trudng Scott, t6i dén gitip cac anh dy ma. Gid chi
con lai co vai nguoti, chéng 1& anh that sy mudn danh séng danh chét vai t6i, cudi cung chua nhin théy
thanh phd Vang ddu moi ngudi da tr tin ra rdi? Noi gi thi ching ta ciing 14 ban bé cung chién dau ma!
Bon tho dan kia méi 1a ké dich chung ctia chiing ta. Anh khong thay viéc trudc tién ban bac phuong an
chia vang, sau d6 cung di khién vé, so voi ¢ day dau sung tot hon rat nhiéu hay sao?”

Scott cudi gan ndi: “Gonzales, miy ciing nhanh moém nhanh miéng 1dm, tao phuc rdi, d vay thi,
dua ra chit thanh y dam phéan di!”

Gonzales dap: “T6t thoi, toi phai Luke qua dam phan, hin khong mang vii khi, cac anh ding c6 ma
ban tia ddy nhé!”

Scott biét, Luke 1a cbt can gan ddy Gonzales mdi boi dudng, ¢ ¥ sau ndy thing tién, s& dé Luke
thay minh, vay la lién dan do: “Nhin rd mot chut, dung dé han gid tro.” Mot tén thuoc cép tra 101:
“Png 1a khong mang vii khi.”

Gonzales ndi: “Luke qua d6 roi! Toi ciing ra roi, nhu vy thi anh d3 yén tim chua.”

Scott gid mdi yén da, dang mim cuoi dinh bat tay Luke, Gonzales di 4n manh vao nat bAm trong

tay!



M¢ cung Maya

Mot tiéng nd “oanh” vang 1én, Scott va miy tén thudc ha than tin bi nd ving ra xa miy mét, ctia
Luke ciing n6 tung tée ra 1am bén naim manh, chinh Luke cling khong biét tir dau Gonzales d cho hin
mic mot chiée 40 c6 gan thude nd. Ngay sau d6, dam linh ctia Gonzales nhanh chong bao vay may tén
du kich con lai, ra 1énh cho ching bo khi gidi dau hang. Gonzales lanh lung nhin Scott van dang thoi
thop thd, ndi voi giong thwong hai: “Ching may 1 cai 14 tan binh bai twéng, con doi ndi chuyén diéu
kién v&i ta ha, co tu cach gi chir! Khong sai, Luke rat co tai, nhung hin ¢ tai qua, sém mudn gi ciing
c6 ngy vuot qua tao, ma tao thi ghét nhat chuyén nay! Yén nghi di, chién hitu cua tao!” doan han boi
thém mAy phat sung vao cai xac chay den dang vin vo 4y, cho tdi khi thi thé kia khéng con cir dong
nira, Gonzales m&i cuo1 cuoi, hudng vé dam linh du kich con lai véi giong hét strc hoa nha: “Poi
trudng cta ching may chét hét réi a? Co mudn theo tao khong?”

May tén du kich sdng st voi néi nhu chém dinh chit st biéu thi s& trung thanh, bon ching xura nay
déu luon khuat phuc ké manh. Gonzales mau chong bién ché dam tan binh mat chi huy, dé lai méy
ngudi canh trye thing, miy nguoi phu trach tidu diét dam thd dan an thit ngudi, con lai déu theo hin
chay lén dinh kim tu thap.

Bon ngudi 1dy hét can dam, bude di gilta cac hang ngiroi chét, dén gan mai phét hién ra, nhirng xac
w6p nay déu bi ghim trén cac gia bang da khong 16. P4 duoc tac thanh hinh dinh mii 16n nguoc, mil da
nhon vira dai vira to xuyén qua gitta hai chin xac uép, xuyén thing 18n dinh dau. Nhu vay, mdi xac
udp déu gitr nguyén tu thé ding, ¢4 mau tring d3 bi nhudém thanh mau nau dat. Nhitng xac uwdp ndy con
c6 mot dic diém, toan b ho déu khong co da, 16p thit khd héo nhin nheo nhu vai bao bd bam chit vao
Xuong tréng, héc mit sau tron hoan toan 1am 16 ra vé dién cuéng ctia dau 14u, vung bung bi mo ra, moi
thtr trong khoang bung déu bi moc hét. Tt ca nhitng viéc ndy déu duoc hoan thanh khi nhitng ngudi
niy bi dong ghim trén gia d4, con chua dut hoi tho, boi vy than thé vin veo vi dau dén, nét mit thé
luong ai 0an clia cac xac udp trén gia van con giit nguyén. Than thé ngoai hinh, biéu hién trén mit ctia
mdi xac udp déu toat 18n vé dau kho khac nhau, tya hd nhu tim trim vi La han, than thai tu thé khong
ai giéng nhau, nhung toan bo déu 1a dau dén gidy giua.

Mudn di qua méy chuc nghin xac uép dau khd vin veo nay, dich thuc 1a mot chuyén khong dé dang
gi. Bat ké ngéng dau lén lac nao, dap vao hai mat, cling 1a nhitng hinh ngudi lanh 1€o dang so dén ron
ngudi, phang phat nhu da tién vao dia nguc song. Néu toan bo déu 1a xwong kho con dd, day lai 1a xac
udp, tuy da bi 16t da, nhung nét mét khién ngudi ta s dén run nguoi Ay van giir nguyén trén mait. Néu

bon ngudi ¢ cii dau bude vé phia trudce, cling kho tranh khéi dung phai mdt hai ¢6 xac udp, trai



nghiém ay ciing du khién nguoi ta gip 4c mong. Vay 13, ca nhom chi dam nhin tir phan tir dau goi tro
xudng cua cac xac udp ma budc di. Thé nhung, khi Trac Moc Cudng Ba nhin thiy chd tiép giap giira
hai miéng 14t san, cai thir nhu vo so 14t bén dudi 16 ra hai hde den ngom, ga 1ap tlrc hiéu ra bon ho
dang gidm 1én thtr gi, gi khong dam ndi, ma chi tur minh 6m ndi kho, thip thom khong yén budc di.
Puong Méan bam vao that lung gd, nhim mat budc theo.

Latma A La duong nhu d& hon ba ngudi con lai mot chut, vira di vira noi: “Nhiét d§ khong khi &
day hoi cao, lai rat kho rdo, tra nhu c6 gi6 nong vay, c6 18 day chinh 1a nguyén nhan hinh thanh xac
uép day.”

Hit thir khong khi khé rat ndy, Trac Moc Cuong Ba cam thiy 16 miii hoi ngira, gi dung lai, chui
chui quet quet, Pudng Man thiy g khong di nita, lién hoi: “Sao thé?” Trac Moc Cudng Ba noi:
“Khong sao, ngra miii thoi.” Gido su Phuong Tan vdi nhic nhd: “Pung sd 1én miii, 1a do khéng khi
kho hanh gay ra, lic ndy niém mac miii rat d& ton thuong, dé chay mau lam.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba cudi cudi bao: “Thiy gido néi mudn mat rdi, Man Man, em c6 khin giay
khong?” Nitra sau 13 gd noi vi Puong Man. Pudng Man nging dau, hoang hbt thdt 1én: “Oi, chay mau
mili 16i!” Trac Moc Cudng Ba khong ngd mili minh lai tré nén yéu 6t nhu vay, chi gii gii mot chit ma
da chay mau. Trac Moc Cuong Ba quy mdt chin xudng chd Pudng Man tim khan gidy trong ba 19, chi
nghe ¢ ndi: “Lay nudc mudi sinh 1y rira qua 1a xong thoi.” X 1y qua loa xong, bon ho lai tiép tuc
budc di trong am tran.

Pi dugc chirng muoi phat ma van chua tim thay 16i ra, dam 4m binh nay khong phai xép thanh hang
ngang hang doc, ma luc xép ngang lic xép doc, thanh ra nhu mot mé cung vay. Trac Moc Cuong Ba di
thtr hai, vi Puong Man ctr bam chit sau lung gi, lat ma A La danh di cudi cung. Lic nay, Trac Moc
Cuong Ba di cam thiy c6 gi d6 khong On, gd phat giac ra budc chan clia minh nhe bing, mdi budc
gidm xudng déu nhu thé khong dit chan 1én dat bang, nhung g van ctr kién tri di tiép.

Cudi cung, gido su Phuong Tan ndi: “Bon ho sip xép am binh thanh mé cung, mdi nguoi dén tang
cudi cling ndy, déu phai xem hét tat ca xac udp thi méi ra duoc. Nhitng ngudi Maya c6 dai nay rot
cudc tho phung thir gi, sao lai lam ra nhitng chuyén nhu vay dugc chir?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba 1dy 1am ky quai, tai sao giong nodi cua gido su Phuong Tan tré nén the thé choi
tai nhu vdy. Chi nghe lat ma A La ciing rit giong cat tiéng: “Cac dan toc thoi vién c6 nay déu sing bai
mau tanh va bao luc, day la tinh cach ctia ching toc, khong phai cta riéng mot dan tdc nao hét.

Puong Man lo lang ndi: “Rét cude chiing ta phai di bao 1au nira?” Mang nhi Trac Moc Cudng Ba
d3 hoi nhéi dau, ga thim nhii: “Giong Man Man sao ciing chéi tai nhu thé?” Gido su Phuong Tén tra
101 ¢6: “Khong biét nita, khong gian nay 16n 1am, c6 thé dé ca tram nghin xac udp thi can phai c6 mot
gian phong 16n nhudng nao chir. Cuong Ba, hinh nhu ciu c¢6 gi khong on thi phai?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba ngang cai dau nhu mudn vd tung cua minh 1én, mién cudng noi: “Khong sao



dau, tiép tuc di.” Ga ty biét rd, mau miii van khong ngirng chay, gi da nudt vao kha nhiéu roi. Dot
nhién, ga nhan ra xac udp phia trudce kia dang cuoi vo1 minh, d6 1a mot nu cuoi thé nao nhi, bang lanh
dén d6 khién nguoi ta nghet thd, ngay sau do, ¢d xac udp bén trai lién nhe nanh maa vudt, twa hé mudn
b6 nhao tdi. Ga kinh hoang 1ui sang bén phai, dong thoi kinh hai tham nhi: “Sao lai nhu vay? Pam xac
u6p nay, khong ngd van con song hay sao!” Co xac udp bén phai ¢t bop chit 1dy c6 gi, Trac Moc
Cuodng Ba mubn ving vay thoat ra, nhung chan tay ching con chut strc luc ndo, gi trong thiy cac xac
udp ¢ khip xung quanh déu vung vay vo sb canh tay kho dét viuron vé phia minh. Trac Moc Cudng Ba
ha miéng hit vao miy hoi, chi kip nghe thdy cau cudi cung: “Troi dat, cau ay trung doc roi! Naloxone,
14y Naloxone ra day!”

Dong nudc ngot mat chay vao ¢b hong, Trac Moc Cudng Ba chim chim mé mit, nhin thdy Pudng
Min khoc dén nhem nhudc ca mit, d6i mit to den tring rd rang dang vira kinh ngac vira ming r& nhin
minh. “Anh 4y tinh rdi, gido su, anh ay tinh roi!”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba nhin 1én tran nha, cin phong ndy cao khoang nim mét, dudi anh dén, trén
tuong toan la nhitng burc phu di€éu cham n6i thé hién cac con tha mit xanh nanh vang dir ton. Ga cua
quiy ngdi 1én, chi thiy cin phong ndy rong chirng mot trim mét vudng, & chinh gitta 1a mot cai vac da
trong rat co xua, bon birc twong vé nhirng con chim ung dau troc bang hai mau d6 den, mau sac tuoi
r6i séng dong nhu that, tra hd vira méi vé 1én xong vay. Cac goc tudng déu co tru hinh tron, bén trén
cling dung thu phap khic phu diéu cham ndi ra hinh ngudi, mit mili ngrdi ndo ngudi ndy déu hét strc
hung ton, bo mit huéng vé bén trai hodc bén phai, nhung ai ciing cdm xa trudng trén tay, & hong quin
mot con ran, d6i ximg theo hai bén trai phai. Can phong nay c6 ba canh ctra, trén btrc tudng khong co
ctra kia 1a mdt cai dau ho chiu My khong 16 vé theo phong cach triru trgng, 1am ndi bat 1én doi mat va
cdp riang nanh ctia nd. Goc phong c¢6 vai mon d6 gdm str, 16n nho khac nhau, binh gbm va bat dét, hinh
nhu duge sap xép theo mdt phuong vi nht dinh ndo d6. Trac Moc Cuong Ba dua lung vao mot trong
céc cdy cot, bén canh c6 vai mon thuée va mot binh nudc, gi cam binh 1én lic lic thay khong con bao
nhiéu nita, khong can phai noi ciing biét hau hét chd d6 da vao bung gi ca roi.

Gio su Phuong Tan va dat ma A La dugc Puong Man dan dudng, di vao tir canh cira phia trai,
Trac Moc Cudng Ba nguong ngju noi: “That xin 13i, t0i ciing khong hiéu chuyén gi xay ra nita.” Ban
than Trac Moc Cudng Ba tu hiéu rd, néu ga khong sao thi ¢6 thé lam mot chan khiéng vac, con vi nhu
g4 guc xudng, at s& thanh mot ganh ning 16n.

Gido su Phuong Tan cudi cudi ndi: “Ciing may 13 khong sao, cdu trung doc khong ning lam.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba khong biét phai bay to 10ng biét on ctia minh thé ndo, cudi clng chi biét néi:
“Cém on, cdm on mQi nguo1.”

Giao su Phuong Tan khong tra 101, ong hiéu duoc, cdu nay gi khong ndi voi dng, gitta dng va Trac

Moc Cuong Ba da khong can phai cdm on nhau nita roi. Lat ma A La n6i: “Mudn cam on, thi cau phai



cam on cd bé ndy, vi cdu ma ¢d 4y chiu khong it kho s&, dd miy lan suyt chét roi day.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba ngude nhin ¢6 gai bé nhd dang yéu Pudng Man, c¢o dang then thung cti gam
mat Xuéng dét, chi can nhin quén a0 x0c xéch rach buom va nhitng vét bAm 16m ddm kia, 13 c6 thé
twdng trong ra cd bé hay khoc nhé nay dd ném chiu bao nhiéu kho ai vi ga réi. Trac Moc Cuong Ba
vui sudng ning grong mit nho nhin ctia Pudng Man 1én, 4p vao nguc minh, dé c¢6 cam nhan trai tim
dang dap manh va quyét tim dua c6 ra khoi dia cung ndy ctia gi.

Chi nghe lat ma A La néi: “Trudc khi bi xir tir, nhitng ti binh d6 nhét dinh da uéng nhiéu loai thudc
gdy 4o giac, ngdm sau vao xuong tly, trai qua nghin nim van chua tiéu tan hét duoc. Lanh lan thi
khong sao, nhung mot khi da bi thuong, chat doc s& qua d6 ma xAm nhap vao co thé.”

“Cau lai bi rach niém mac miii, chat doc hép thu vao mau con nhanh hon truyén nude bién, va lai
trude d6 trong co thé cu ciing tich tu khong it chat giy do giac roi, 1an nay ching ciing mot lic phat
tac, gy ra 4o gidc manh hon.” Gido su Phuong Tén tiép 11 hoi, “O trong rimg cau da an phai thi gi
r6i dung khong?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba luc 101 trong ky trc: “T61 ¢6 an mdt loai vé cay cao ra dugce thir bot nhu bot
mi vay.”

Lat ma A La néi: “Vay thi dung rdi, trong rimng ndy c6 rat nhiéu thue vat chira cac thanh phan giy
40 giac manh nhur coca, cafein vai nong do cao, cau dn khong nhiéu nén khong phat hién ra thoi.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba nhin ba ngudi bon gido su Phwong Tén, thiy ai cling quan 4o xd¢ xéch, nét
mit tiéu tuy, xem ra ca quang duong vira roi ho phai vac theo ga, chic dd ném khd kha nhiéu, dic biét
1a Man Man, dau toc rdi bu, mit nhem nhudc nhu c6 hé. Ga vung Véng ) guong ding 1€n, ti¢n miéng
héi: “Moi nguoi, day la dau vay?”

Khong ngd gi vira nhic nhich, ca miy nguoi bon gido su Phuong Tan di dong thanh thdt 1én:
“Purng ctir dong, dung ctr dong!”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba néi: “Khong van dé gi dau, toi da d6 r6i.” Gido su Phuong Téan lac dau ndi:
“Bon t6i biét cau khoe nhu trau, tinh rdi duwong nhién 13 khong sao. Chiing t6i bao cdu khong duoc cir
dong, 1a so cau dung phai chdt bay nao do thoi!”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba noi: “Chdt bay?” Ga dwa mat nhin cin phong tréng chi can nhin qua ciing thiy
hét moi thtr, doan hoi: “O day ciing c6 chdt bay a?”

Lat ma A La cudi kho dap: “Mbdi budc cau dit chan, déu khong thé doan dinh duoc su séng chét
ctia minh, cAu khong thé du doan, budc chan tiép theo minh s& gidm 1én 1an ranh sinh tir ndo. Pay 1a
nguyén vin 1oi Pieri ddy, & ddy chd ndo ciing c6 chét bay, hon nira con & nhitng noi cau hoan toan
khong thé tuong tuong ra duogc dau.”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan néi: “Gid ching ta dang & tang thir 7 roi, may nhét trong nhitng diéu khong

may 13 van chua ai bi vét thuong nao chi mang ca.”



Puong Man néi: “May lan déu nho lat ma A La kip thoi phan ing, bang khong chiing ta déu xong
doi hét roi.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba ndi: “Sao vy, khong phai di c6 cudn s6 ghi chép ctia Pieri roi sao? Van dung
phai chét bay ha?”

Giao su Phuong Tan dap 101 gi: “Trudc tién, Pieri chua thim do hét tat ca cac chdt biy ¢ day, co
rat nhidu co quan bay rap ong ta khong hé nhic t6i; thir hai, ciing c6 nhidu chd ong ta noi t¢i, nhung lai
khéng noi cho tin turong ti mi, thém vao do, cudn sb ciing dau con nguyén ven, chiing ta budc phai vira
di vira 1an mo thoi. Cling may 1 con ¢ cudn s6 nay, giong nhu 14 ¢6 sach huéng dan sir dung san
pham vay, bang khong, that dung 13 mot budc ciing khé di ay chir!”

Puong Man 1am bam tiép: “Hon nita, Pieri c6 ghi trong cudn sb 4y 13 6ng ta d3 pha hoai mot s6
cam bay, khong hiéu tai sao tat ca déu khoi phuc lai roi.” Lat ma A La 1én tiéng tiép 161: “Vi vay,
khong thé so suat du chi mot budc.” Gido su Phuong Tan ciing bat vao nhip: “Véi lai, trong bong toi
con tiém an nhitng sinh vat ching ta khong biét dén, toa dia cung Ahezt tuong truong cho dia nguc nay,
d3 trd thanh thién dudng sdng cho mot sb loai sinh vét wa bong tdi, dong thuc vat cong sinh véi kién
trac do con ngudi xdy nén, néu so sudt, thi s& nhu thé nay nay!” Vira noi, ong vira chi vao miy vét
thuong nhin ma ron nguoi trén lung lat ma A La, cho Trac Mdc Cuong Ba biét thé ndo 1a 1oi hai.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba kinh ngac thot: “La, 1a thir gi gy ra vay?”

Lat ma A La lac dau: “Pay 1a lic & tang thir chin, bi miy sinh vat cao cho bi thwong day.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba hoi: “Trong chiung nhu thé nio?”

Lat ma A La guong cudi: “Khong nhin r3.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba lap bap: “Khong...khéng nhin rd w?”

Gido su Phuong Tan dap: “Tdc do di chuyén cyc nhanh, thé hinh lai twong d6i nho, chung t6i chi
kip thiy bong den dudi anh dén, sau d6 nd di bd nhao t6i, can ban khong thé nhin rd. Theo nhu suy
doan ban dau cua ching t6i...” 6ng quay sang nhin lat ma A La.

Lat ma A La nhu mubn kiém tra Trac Moc Cuong Ba, mim cuo1 hoi: “Theo anh, trén thé g161 doi
c6 thé chia 1am miy loai 1on?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba suy nghi gidy 1at, roi dap: “C6 rat nhiéu loai, nhung dya vao tap tinh thi c¢6 thé
chia thanh ba loai 16m, loai dn hoa qua goi 1a doi an qua (Rousettus), hut mau goi 1a doi1 hut mau
(Desmodus rotundus) con mot loai nita 1a doi an thit. Brazil c6 rat nhiéu doi hat mau, 18 ndo moi
ngudi cho rang...” Nghi dén trong bong i, ¢ ca dan doi hat mau den ngdm, da dau Trac Moc Cudng
Ba gai hét ca lén.

Lat Ma A La dap: “Chung t6i nghi khong phai. Nhitng vét thuong nay 13 vét bi cao, loai dong vat ay
c6 thé dao luon trén khong trung, nhung lai ¢ mong vudt rat sac nhon, luc tin cong sinh vat khong

dung miéng, ma la dung mong vuot.”



Trac Moc Cuong Ba giat minh, cao giong thdt 1én: “L& nao 1a... 1 doi dn thit ma sb luong va su
phan bd cua ching déu rat nhd u!” Theo nhitng gi g3 dugc biét, trén thé gidi c6 nhiéu nhat chinh 13 doi
an qua, ké d6 dén doi hut mau, vi ching bj hinh dung 13 hoa than ctia ma ca rong nén tiéng tim lan
truyén di khip noi, nhung con doi an thit thi mii dén thé ky mudi sau méi duoc nguoi ta phét hién,
trong d6 dang so nhat, ndi tiéng nhat chinh 1a Ac ma dé trong mot 1au dai c¢6 & London, Anh quéc.
Nghe don d6 1a mdt toa 1au dai da bé hoang phé miy tram nim, c6 truyén thuyét ké rang bén trong c6
ma ca rong, bat ké 1a ngudi hay stic vat déu khong thé qua dém trong d6. Nha tham hiém ngudi Anh
Frankens 1an dau tién din ngudi vao diéu tra bi an trong toa 1au dai co, két qua toan bd déu bi chét
sach, luc kham nghi¢m thi thé nguoi ta mé1 kinh ngac phat hién ra, trén dau ho bi choc médt 15 cuc nhd,
ndo tuy b1 hat sach sanh sanh. Lan tht hai, 14 mdt nha sinh vat hoc vén tim mang bi mat cua lau dai
1én, 6ng str dung mdt con khi macac da bi tiém thubc mé, cho vao ludi danh ca dé du hoa than cua ac
ma kia. Cudi cung, bon ho phat hién ra con doi an thit mau dé éy, hinh thé rat 16m, to gép doi gép ba
con doi binh thuong, dang so nhét 14 b mong vubt sic nhon nhu méc cau, phﬁn mi¢ng tién hoa thanh
mot cai mo dai nhu kim tiém, nd st dung céi kiém nay dé choc thing ca xuong so cting nhat ctia sinh
vat, hat ndo tay an. Loai doi ndy, so voi doi hut mau thi dang s¢ hon nhiéu.

Gido su Phuong Tan noi: “Co diéu gid con d&, khong gian clia ting bay ndy nho, tran nha khong
cao, nén khong c6 nhitng sinh vat ay, chi 1a khong biét cac tang trén ¢ thir gi nira thoi.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba dot nhién syc nhé ra gi d6, lién hoi: “Thay gido, vira rdi c6 thiy néi ¢ ting
ndy trong cudn so ctia Pieri ghi chép khong duoc diy du, chung ta phai tu 1an mo di tiép 1a sa0?”

Gido su Phuong Tan cuoi kho: “Khong phai khong day du, ma 1a khong c6 cach nao ghi 1o ra
duoc.” Gio su Phuong Tan xoay chiéc may tinh xach tay lai dé Trac Moc Cudng Ba nhin rd ndi dung
cudn s6. Chi thdy bén trén ghi: “Gid t6i dang tim kiém duong ra trong mot ddy phong nhu mé cung,
ban than ciing khong biét minh dang & d4u nira.”

“Mé cung?” Trac Moc Cudng Ba khong hiéu. Gido su Phuong T4n bén giai thich: “Cau ra xem la
biét ngay thoi, can thin mdt chit, bude 1én chd dugc son mau do trén san mgi an toan.”

Pudng Man d& Trac Moc Cudng Ba dy di t6i canh cira phia TAy. Trac Moc Cuong Ba ding
trudc cira nhin sang d6, 1ap tirc dan nguoi ra, gi ¢ ngd minh dang nhin vao mot tim guong, voi vang
quay dau lai xem thir. Chi thiy gian phong trudc méit va gian phong ga dang ding, gan nhu 1a giéng hét
nhau, cling c6 mdt cai vac 16n & gitta, bon birc twong vé chim ung dau troc, goc tudng khac hinh ngudi
cam xa trugng, trong goc nha dit mdy mén dd gdbm do dat nung, mdt mét tudng khong co ctra, bén trén
13 hinh dau hd chau My theo 16i triru twong. Diém khac biét duy nhat, chinh 1 ba canh cira trén tuong
cso su thay doi phuong vi mot chat, va déng d6 gdm & goc phong ciing duge dit theo thir tw khéc.
Trac Moc Cudng Ba ngoanh dau lai nhin giang phong sau lung, roi lai nhin gian trudc mat, néu khong
quan sat ky ludng, that sy hoan toan khong thé phat hién su khac biét gi, md hdi lanh ta ra trén tran



ga: “Co bao nhiéu gian phong nhu vay?”

Lat ma A La dap: “Khong dém dugc. Chung ta dén day, it nhat d3 di qua bay muoi hai gian phong
trung 1ap roi.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba tham kinh hoang: “Déu giong hét nhu vay?”

Giao su Phuong Tan git dau: “Péu gidng hét nhu vay.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba rung minh, hoi tiép: “Tai sao lai lam thanh nhu vay?”

Lat ma A La giai thich: “Vj da than thir bay trong dia nguc ngudi Maya 1a Abula Afaha(1), 14 vi
than chuyén trimng phat nhitng ké di sai duong vi tham lam va ham mudn, bon ho vi duc vong ctia minh
ma d3 pham phai nhitng t6i 4c khong thé tha thér, bi trimg phat bang cach deo vat ning di mai di méi
dué6i dia nguc, vinh vién khong thé ndo tim dugc phuwong hudng chinh xac. Néu cdu lai hoi tiép tai sao
phai nhu vay, thi chi c6 thé néi tat ca déu 13 ¥ cta than linh, ngudi Maya ¢ dai da tuan theo chi chi
ctia than linh ma xay nén toa dia cung Ahezt nay, day chinh l1a dia nguc trong 1ong ho dugc tai hién mot
cach chan thuc.”

Pudng Man d& Trac Moc Cudng Ba di xuyén qua hai gian phong nita, Trac Moc Cuong Ba da
hoan toan mat hét cam giac phuong hudng, gi khong con biét minh dang & chd ndo nita. Lic ndy, gido
su Phuong Tan hoi: “Theo phan doan cua cdu, ching ta da di khoi cin phong ban dau dugc bao xa
roi?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba vo dau mot lic, thap giong dap: “Toi nghi, t6i nghi... ching ta vao qua canh
ctra bén trai, can phong trudce ching ta di ctra bén phai, can phong trudc nira hinh nhu 1a tir bén dudi
lén...” Ga v€ trén khong mot hinh chir “chi”, sau d6 quay sang hdi giao su Phuong Tan: “Nhu vay
phai khong?”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan khong dap, Puong Man 1am bam noi: “Anh van phai nghi ngoi thém mét lc.”
N6i doan lién dwa mat nhin sang phia goc trong. Trac Moc Cudng Ba ngoanh du nhin theo, lién trong
thay. .. binh nudc dudi dat, 1ap tirc cam thiy troi dat xoay chuyén mong mong, trdi oi! Hoa ra bon ho
da di mot vong tron, lai tro vé vi tri ban dau. Gido su Phuong Tan noi: “Gio cau da théy Pier1 vi dai
thé nao chua. Ong Ay chi c6 mot nguoi, khong nhitng khong bi ngat trong nhitng gian phong gidng nhu
mé cung ndy, ma con tim duoc 16i ra, 6ng ay c6 kinh nghiém phong pht hon bat cir ngudi nio trong
chiing ta.”

1. Theo truyén thuyét ctia ngudi Maya, dudi dia nguc c6 chin vi thin cai quan, goi tén chung 13 Bolontiku. Vi than thir bay duoc nhac

dén trong doan nay la Abula Afaha; trong cac tu liéu tiéng Anh va tiéng Trung Qudc c6 duoc trén Internet, ngudi dich khong tim thiy tu
liéu nao nhic dén tén cua chin vi thin Bolontiku, nén chi tam dich phién am.



Ac ma bay luon

Lam sao m&i ra khoi cin phong nay dugc? Trac Moc Cudng Ba khong dam tudng twong, néu mot
minh gi roi vao noi ndy, dam bao cudi cung chi cd cach dap dau vao tudng ma chét. Trac Moc Cudng
Ba nhin nhitng d6 gém noi goc tuong, dot nhién mot ¥ nghi 16e 1én trong dau, lién hoi: “Cac sap dat
nhitng d6 gbm kia & mdi gian phong déu khac nhau, chic 1a dé chi phuwong vi, bang khong, nhitng
nguo1 thg tu stra & day lam sao ra ngoai duge.”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan tan thudng: “Khong sai, cudi cling cdu ciing phat hién ra rdi, ching t6i cling
nghi nhur vay. C6 diéu...” Lat ma A La ding bén canh lac dau. Gido su Phuong Tan mim cudi, noi
tiép, “chung toi d quan sat can than cach sap xép nhitng mén d6 gom 4y, nhitng thir bi con ngudi hay
d6ng vat pha hoai bé qua khong tinh, ca nhitng chd con hoan chinh ciing khong chi ra diéu gi rd rét ca.
Mot vai gdm, thém bdn cai bat dat nung, va ba cai chén nho nhu chén rugu, tong cong c6 thé ghép lai
thanh bao nhiéu to hgp khac nhau, ciu c6 biét khong?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba thap giong dap: “Tam mon, vay thi nhan tir mot t6i tam.” Ké d6 ga bat dau
14am bam mot nhan hai nhin ba. Gido su Phuong T4n xua tay n6i: “khong don gian nhu vay dau. Cau
quan sat 1 phat hién duoc ngay, bat dat nung va chén gom c6 thé dit theo hai cach, dit ngtra va dat Gp,
ngoai ra phuong hudng sap dit vai gdbm va bat dat nung, chén gém lai ¢ thé hoan toan khéc nhau. Vi
vay, co bay mon do c6 thé dit ngira va dat up, phai thém bay 1an, thém nita tat ca cac mon déu co thé
xép theo cac hudng khic nhau nén phai thém tam 1an nira, tong cong 13 hai muoi ba, cach tinh chinh
xac 13 phai tir mot nhan t&i hai muoi ba. Vay 1a bao nhiéu to hop ha?”

Thay Trac Moc Cudong Ba ha héc miéng, gido su Phuong Tan lai bo sung thém: “Con s6 ndy, néu
dung may tinh dién tir thong thuong thi vuot qua s6 gidi han trén, khong tinh ra dugc dau. Con ching
ta lai khong phai chuyén gia mit ma, hoan toan khong c6 cin co vé mit ky hiéu hoc va y nghia turong
trung, vi vy muén dya vao cach sap xép cac mon d6 gdm nay dé tim dudng ra thi khong thyc hién
duoc dau.”

Lat ma A La ciing n6i: “Chuyén nay khong c6 gi la, vi nhom cac anh khong duoc hoc vé phuong
dién nay, khong biét duoc nén van minh Maya rdt cudc da phat trién t6i trinh d6 nio. Nhan lic ndy thé
luc anh con chua hdi phuc, moi ngudi dang nghi ngoi, ¢6 thé day bu cho anh.”

Moi nguoi lién ngdi xubng. Lat ma A La bat dau giang giai cho Trac Moc Cudng Ba: “Nén vin
minh Maya, khéng c6 cé cong cu dong thau, chi dung cong cu bang d4, da xay dung nén dugc mot nén
van minh doc 14p voi nhitng nén vin minh 16n trén thé giéi nhung lai hoan toan khong hé thua kém gi,

tir diém nay c6 thé thay, tri tué ctia ho, 13 thir nguoi hién dai ching ta khong thé ndo twdng twong ni.



Ctr 1ay bd t6 hop d6 gébm nay ra lam vi du di, riéng diém nay d thé hién thanh tyu déng kinh ngac ctia
ngudi Maya c6 dai d6i v6i sé hoc roi. Ngudi Maya ¢6 dai chinh 12 dan toc ddu tién phat minh va st
dung $6 0, cau phai biét ré‘mg, su ra doi cta sb 0, danh ddu mot bude nhay 16n trén con dudong phat
trién ctia mot dan toc...”

Trong gian phong 16n, cac thinh vién trong nhém clia gido su Phuong T4n thay nhau “bd sung” kién
thirc cho Trac Moc Cudng Ba, bat dau tir kién thirc s6 hoc ctia ngudi Maya, noi t6i tri thirc thién vin
hoc ctia ho, r6i ¥ thirc than linh, cach thirc dn ¢ di lai, vin ty Maya c6. .. trong thoi gian ngan ngii
khong thé no6i mot cach rd rang, nén ho chi chon lya né1 vé1 Trac Moc Cudng Ba nhiing thanh tuu noi
bat cua vin minh Maya, chi riéng nhitng tri thirc ndy, di du khién ga phai nhin dan toc s& hitu nén vin
minh c6 dai ndy bang con mit hoan toan khac rdi. Ngoai trir kinh ngac, chan dong, kinh khung, cam
than, khong con tir nglt nao hinh dung ndi tdm Trac Moc Cuong Ba luc nay nira. Dan toc nay khong chi
l1a van minh, ma con la van minh phat trién bac cao, tham chi con co ly do dé tin tuong réng, chinh bon
ho da tao ra tho1 dai hoang kim ctia nhan loai.

Bon ho str dung mot loai lich phap twong ty nhu Lich Mat tro1, con chuin x4ac hon ca Lich Mit troi
nguo1 hién dai dang st dung; ho dua vao hai tay hai chan ctia con ngud1i, phat minh ra hé nhi thap
phan; cac kim tu thap ma ho xdy dung bat ké vé s6 lugng hay quy mo déu vuot trén kim ty thap Ai
Cap; tir ngan nim trude ho di quan trac dong thoi tinh todn duoc mot cach chuan xac quy dao cta cac
hanh tinh trong Thai Duong hé; quy md cac thanh bang ctia ho vo cung hing vi, ¢6 hé théng dan nudc
cuc ky phuc tap. Nén van minh Maya dé lai qua nhiéu nghi vén, rat nhiéu két tinh tri tué cua ho dén
nay van con khién ngudi ta phai le ludi than phuc. R4t nhiéu nha khoa hoc nghién ciru nén van minh
Maya tham chi con kinh ngac thot 1én: “Nén van minh ciia ho tir trén trdi roi xudng, 1a than linh da chi
thi cho ho.” Con s dong hon lai cho ring ngudi Maya 14 sinh vat ngoai hanh tinh, cling c¢6 thuyét noi
ho 1a san vat con sot lai ctia thoi ky hoang kim trong nén van minh tién str. Nhung néi thé nao thi noi,
nén van minh nay da tiéu vong roi, vo cliing dot ngot, phang phat nhu trong mot khoanh khac, nguoi
Maya cé tri tué cao di bo ca thanh tri khong 16 ctia minh, ngirng viéc quan sat tinh t, khong con xdy
dung cac kim ty thap cao ngit, bon ho trd lai rimg su, séng cudc séng dimg lai ¢ thoi ky dd da. Vi
vay, ké tir sau khi Colombo 1an dau tién dit chan 18n dai luc chau My, trong mot thoi gian rat dai,
nguoi chiu Au khong chiu chip nhan nhitng kién tric huy hoang d6 1a kiét tic cua dam nguoi nguyén
thay an 16ng ¢ 16 sdng trong rimg ram. .. tit ca déu that khong sao tin noi.

Gidng nhu trong mdt hoi nghi khoa hoc, miy ngudi nhom gido s Phuong Tan tranh nhau giang giai
vé nén vin minh Maya than bi cho Trac Moc Cudng Ba nghe, gi ciing nghe nhu say nhu mé, tit ca déu
hét nhur khi nhom nguoi ctia gido su Phuong Tan tiép xic vdi nén van minh ndy vay, phang phat nhu
dang dugc nghe mot truyén thuyét tir thoi vién co. Khi miy ngudi gido su Phuong Tan quén di phan

nao ndi dung, lién m& may tinh ra tra ctru tu li€u, ho dung bira luén trong mé cung, vira an vura tro



chuyén, t&1 khi d&nh dén mo dan.

Trong ltc nodi chuyén Trac Moc Cudng Ba mdi biét, ho 18n dugc hai tang kim tir thap da ton mét
thoi gian qua nira ngay, lic nay khé khin 1am méi tim dugc mot noi twong ddi an toan, vi vay méi ¢
day an udng dong thoi chuan bi nghi ngoi luén. Chi méi hai ting ma da ton mat nira ngay, mic di may
ngudi bon gido su Phuong Tan khong néi ra, nhung Trac Moc Cudng Ba c6 thé tudng turong, cic bay
rap ¢ day hung hiém thé ndo. An udng xong xudi, Trac Moc Cudng Ba cam thiy strc khoe di hoan toan
hoi phuc, gido su Phuong Tan va lat ma A La dang tranh ludn xem c6 nén nghi ngoi & ddy mot dém rdi
mdi di tiép hay khong. Ma van dé quan trong nhat ma ho tranh luan chinh 13, lwong thuc va ngudn sang
khéng du nita, nude va thirc an chi di cho bon nguoi cam cy trong hai ngay, gio' da hét mat mot nira
roi; 4nh sang ctia mil chiéu sangda duoc van nhd xudng, pin c6 thé ting 1én bay toi tim tiéng thoi gian,
hon nita mi chiéc mii lai c6 ndm cuc pin du phong, ciing c6 thé kéo dai chirng hai ngay. Lat ma A La
cho rang, mic du & ddy khong thiy mit troi, nhung chu ky sinh 1y cta con ngudi khong thay doi, dén
toi s& budn ngu, trong trang thai tinh than ay, rat d& mat mang trong bay rép, trong cin phong nho nay,
s6 lugng chdt bay khong phai 1a nhiéu 1am, luu lai day nghi ngoi chinh 13 lya chon t6t nht.

Chuyén ciing vira khéo, dam quan du kich trén phan dinh ctia kim ty thap ciing dang tranh lun cung
mot van dé véi ho. Quin du kich khé khin 1am méi xudng dugce dén tang thir ba, khong gian dot nhién
tr& nén rong 16m va cac bay rap thiét ké tinh xao di khién bon ching thwong vong ning né, khong it tén
da vi qua so hdi ma manh nha y dinh rit lui, nhung da sb lai mudn di tim vang bac chau bau, kién
quyét doi tiép tuc di xudng. Gonzales nhat thoi ciing khong dua ra duge chu y, véi tinh cach cua hin,
dang 1& d4 ra 1énh cho thi ha tiép tuc tién vao, mang hét 6 quy bau trong d6 ra cho hin huéng dung,
nhung cuc dién trudc mat lai khac, néu han khong xudng, ddm ngudi nay cling chang ai xudng ca.
Gonzales 1a mot thwong nhan rat thie té, chuyén lam an 13i 16n dwong nhién han rét thich, nhung néu
cai gia phai tra 13 tinh mang ctia minh, vay thi cai gia 4y khong khoi hoi qua 16n. Piéu 1am hin cam
thay buc boi hon cé 13, kho khian 1am méi vuot qua duoc phan day kim ty thap va di sau vao 1ong dat,
doc dudng day cac kién tric hung vi khién ngudi ta kinh ngac than phuc va nhirng btrc bich hoa tinh
xao tuyét dep khién nguoi ta tudng twong xa voi, van dé 13 di bao nhiéu 1au nhu vay, ngoai trir nhirng
bich hoa, trong diéu khic da khong ban duoc bao nhiéu tién hodc gia khong thé mang ra ban, bon hén
khong tim thay thir gi khac, dui 13 mot vai thir cong nghé pham bang d4 hoi nho mét chut ciing khong
thay, tic pham nghé thuat nho nhat ma bon han trong thy ciing phai dung don vi mét dé do, trong luong
cling phai dung “tAn” ma tinh toan. Gio da xudng dén ting thir ba, van khong thay thir ndo déng gia ban
dugc nhiéu tién, nguoc lai con thém vo sb bay rap giét ngudi. Nhin hai phe cai nhau am am soi suc,
han lai cang r6i boi: “Purng cai nira! Tiép tuc tién 1én! Can thin mét chat! Pung ro1 xa do1 hinh, dung
c6 mo dao ngil, bang khong, chiing may dira nao tu cho rang minh c¢é thé mot minh ra khoi chd nay

chir?” Cubi cing, Gonzales ciing 1én tiéng, tin niém trong 10ng da ung ho han, “Tiép tuc di xudng, tiép



tuc di xudng, vang bac, chau bau, ngoc thach sang ruc rd, ndi khong ching & tang dudi day thoi!”

Thao luan khong dugc bao lau, méy nguo1 bon gido su Phuong Tan da bi mot loat tiéng dong la
1am kinh dong. Trac Moc Cudng Ba vira lap pin méi cho chiéc mii chiéu sang, nghe thiy tiéng dong,
lién giau Puong Man ra sau lung minh, hoang hét nhin bon phia xung quanh. Gido su Phuong Tan va
lat ma A La ciing ngirng tranh ludn, cling bat an ngudc quanh. Tiéng dong vang tir cin phong nay sang
cin phong khac, vong ra tir nhitng cin phong tdi om khong c6 anh dén, rat hdn loan, nhung rit rd rang,
cang ltc cang gan ho hon. Cai chét khong hé dang so, dang so nhat chinh 1a phai chd doi cai chét dén
gan! Lic ndy bon ngudi bon Trac Moc Cudng Ba, chinh 1a dang cam thy sau sac tAm trang y, biét rd
rang co thir gi d6 dang tién t6i, s6 luong cuc nhiéu, chic chan sé bat loi cho minh, nhung lai khong
biét nhirng thir Ay tir dau t6i, lidu c6 thé 1a thir gi, ban thin minh nén phong vé thé nio. Bén nguoi dwa
vao birc tudng khong co cira kia, tim lai mot chd, mét nhin chim chim vao ting canh cura. Bit cur lac
ndo can phong nay ciing c6 thé bi mdt loai sinh vat ndo d6 tham nhap.

Lat ma A La c6 ddi tai thinh nhay khac thudng, 6ng néi: “La dong vat bay, toi nghe thiy tiéng dap
canh vi vii, nhung lai khong gidng 1am.”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan phan trng nhanh nhat, dng 1ap ttrc ndi: “Pai su, con nhd ngai vira ndi gi
khong? Pia cung ndy khong c6 ngay dém, nhung chu ky sinh 1y thi khong thay doi, 1a chung, chung sap
ra ngoai kiém an roi!”

Lat ma A La ciing phan tng lai ngay, kinh hoang thdt 1én: “Troi phat oi! Ching sap bay qua nhitng
gian phong nay!”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan néi: “Trong khong gian nho hep nay, chiing ta cin ban khong c6 chd nao an
nau dugc, can phai 14p tirc nghi ra dbi sach, bang khong, hdu qua thé nao chic ngai ciing biét réi. Man
Man, dung 1éu bat nhanh 1én, nhanh, nhanh, chiing ta khong ¢ nhiéu thoi gian dau!”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba van dang ngan ngudi ra d6, hoi: “Chuyén gi vay? Thay da biét diéu gi roi a?

Puong Man trach moc: “Anh van chua nghe ra 4? Chinh 13 ddm dong vat gidng 101 doi luc ndy bon
em gip phai day, néu dung 1a doi, hoang hon budng xudng, bon chiing chuan bi ra ngoai kiém an roi!
Con dan mit ra ddy lam gi nita, mau giup em mot tay!”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba voi vang gitip Puong Man dung 1éu 18n, day 14 loai 1éu bat dung nhanh, khung
gia va vai bat khong tach roi, ma truc tiép gap xép lai. Chang miy chdc 1éu da dyng xong, gido su
Phuong Tan bao ca bon nguoi cling chui vao an nap, sau d6 nhanh chong tra ctru trén may tinh cac
thong tin lién quan dén loai doi, miéng khong ngirng 1am bam: “Phai 1am thé ndo méi tranh dugc
chiing bay gid?” Bén ngudi déu biét rd, 1i doi khong dya vao thi lyc tim kiém phuong hudng, ma sir
dung hé théng hdi thanh doc ddo ctia loai minh. Néu dung 1a doi, vay thi bong dém ¢ day mudi muoi
1a dat troi cua chung roi. Trac Moc Cuong Ba liéc nhin can phong t61 mu toi mit, kéo khoa 1&u lai,

trong 10ng lai mot 1an nita nhd tdi cAu ndi ctia Babatou: “Dang s nhit, 13 nhitng ké thu ta khong thiy



nhin thay.”

Gido su Phuong T4n reo 1én: “C6 cach rdi, dung may tinh phat ra song am tin sd cao lam nhidu
loan hé théng dinh vi séng 4m cua 1ii doi, nhu vay chiing s& bé qua khong gian nhd ndy cua chung ta.”
Dang tiéc vira méi nghi ra bi¢n phap, con chua kip thuc hién, dai quan bay lugn trong bong t6i kia da
rao rao tdi noi. Trong khoang khic, trong phong toan 14 tiéng dap canh v v, khip noi déu nghe thiy,
bbn ngudi cudn rac lai trong 18u, khong biét ngoai kia c6 bao nhiéu con doi dang bay lugn. Dot nhién
nghe “soat” mdt tiéng, chiéc 1éu b??lng vai budm chic chin di bi cao rach mot manh nho, mot sinh vat
hung dit dau chudt dung vudt trudc ra strc xé toang vét rach Ay ra hong chui vao trong. Puong Man ré
lén: “Con doi!”

Hai tay gido su Phwong Tan d3 hoi run ray, ong voi ndi voi Trac Mong Cuong Ba: “Cuong Ba,
chin chiing lai! Toi can mot it thoi gian. Toi nhé 13 ¢6 mot chuong trinh phat séng 4m tan s6 cao ma,
dé & dau roi nhi? Ra day, mau ra day nao!”

Lai méy tiéng “soat soat” nita vang 1én, 1éu bat d3 bi rach thém méy chd, mdi vét rach déu bi xé
toang ra, tirng con vat xau xi dang tranh nhau len vao. Trac Moc Cuong Ba ciing cudng quyt ca 1én ma
khong biét phai 1am sao, trong dau khong ngirng tur hoi: “Lam sao ma chin chung day?” Ga biét, Man
Man so nhit 1 gidng nay, chi thiy c6 co ram ngudi lai, ca diing khi kéu ru 18n ciing chang con dau
nita. Pang luc nay, lat ma A La dua cho ga mot cai ba 10, chét liéu cua chiéc ba 16 éy con chic chian
hon vai budm ciia chiéc 1&u, Trac Moc Cuong Ba voi an ca ba 16 vao 16 thing. Lat ma A La ciing cAm
mdt chiée ba 16 khéc chéng d& dau bén kia, ca hai déu cam nhan dugc mot cach hét stc rd rang, 16p
vai budm ctia chiéc 1éu nay twa nhu dang bi vat ning may trim can dé 1én vay, khong biét 1a rét cudce
c6 bao nhiéu con doi dang dau trén day nira.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba dot nhién cam thiy bap chan dau nhéi 18n, thi ra dudi chan 18u lai bi rach
thém mAy 16 nita, c6 miy con doi di chiu duoc vao trong, khong thém khach khi gi d6p cho gi mot
phat chay ca mau. Mau mau tanh gidng gidng nhu thude kich thich, dan du cang nhiéu doi dén phia niy.
Trac Moc Cudng Ba giam chét hai con, lai théy vét rach trén 1éu cang lic cang nhiéu, chiéc 1éu bat
ndy sip chi con ton tai trén danh nghia dén noi roi.

Pung ltc d6, miy nguoi bon Trac Moc Cuong Ba nghe thiy “u” mot tiéng, sau d6 4m thanh mdi luc
mot cao, dan dan khéng con nghe rd dugc nita, nhung 18 doi bén ngoai thi nhu bi chiy dap phai, tat ca
déu tranh xa khoi chiéc 1éu... Song am tan sb cao dd ¢ hiéu qua. Trac Moc Cuong Ba biét, may tinh
van dang khong ngimg phat ra song 4m & tin s cao, chi ¢ diéu dd vuot qua pham vi nghe duoc ciia
thinh giac con ngudi, vi vay bon ho mdi khong nghe thay gi nita. G4 mét moi ngdi xudng dat, khong dé
¥ lién ngdi 1én my con doi van chua kip bay ra ngoai, 1am chiing kéu 1én choe chée. Trac Moc Cuong
Ba dap chét miy con doi nho ay roi ngang dau 1én nhin, chiéc 1éu da rach buom ca tram 16, tyra ho nhu

dang nhin qua 6 ctira s6 c6 rem mong vay.



Pé quan sat 1{i sinh vat tin cong minh, ho di ¢ ¥ dit bén ngoai gian phong mot chiéc mil phat sang,
luc nay méi trong théy, dong thac 10 doi den kin kit tga nhu mot tran cuéng phong trong gian sanh. Bon
chiing véo tir ctra phia Béc, trao ra cira phia Nam. Tran cudng phong den tuyén gan nhu chiém mat gia
nira gian phong, sb luong cuc ky nhiéu. D ¢6 séng 4m tan sb cao cling van c6 rat nhiéu con doi ha
xubng chiéc 1éu con ctia ho, c¢6 diéu gid di d& hon lac trude nhiéu 1am roi, bon nguoi da stre d6i pho.
Tran gi6 den thoi lién tuc hon hai muoi phat dong hd mdi dut, bon ngudi thd phio mét tiéng. Pudng
Min lau khd nude mat, 14y vaccine phong bénh dai ra tiém cho mdi ngudi mot mii. Bi 1 doi d6 cao
ciu bi thuong khong dang sg, dang so nhét chinh 13 bon chung c6 mang theo bénh dai hoac cac bénh
khac. Nguoi nao bi nhiém phai virus bénh dai, tat s& phat cuéng, s¢ nudc, anh sang va am thanh, tro
nén chi thich hanh dong trong bong dém, thich cin moi thir xung quanh, déng thoi tiép tuc truyén bénh
qua tuyén nuéce bot trong khoang miéng. Truyén thuyét ma ca rong ciing chinh tir diy ma ra ca.

Gi4o su Phuong Tan lap tirc quét con doi vao may tinh tién hanh ddi chiéu, chang miy chdc ong da
reo 1én nhu duoc dai xa: “Pay 1a doi mit quy, néu 1a doi cdo, két cuc ctia chiing ta kho néi 1am.” Lat
ma A La nhin xdc miy con doi noi: “Bon chiing tién hoa roi, méng vudt & canh trudce trd nén vira cong
vira dai, xemra lii ¢4 an thit ngudi ¢ ngoai kia da tré thanh ngudn thirc An méi cho bon doi nay, hoic
cling c6 thé 1a ching an thit 1dn nhau. Toan b ring ham déu mat hét, rang ctra tién hoa thanh hinh dang
nhu ludi dao sic nhon, bon chung khong chi bat con trung an, con hut mau nira, loai doi nay, c6 thé
quy vé 4 ching doi hut mau ciing dugc day.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba an i Pudng Man miy cu, doan dua mét nhin sinh vat xAu xi trén mit dat.
Nhirng con doi nay xoe canh ra thi dugc chirng ba muoi centimet, khong c6 miii, nhung moi va ma cé
nhitng nép nhin rat phirc tap, moi dudi banh ra nhu cai dia, tai to twéng va vanh tai cling rat phuc tap,
ngoai trur vuot sic & mong trudc ra, chung con mot dac diém dic biét nira, chinh 1a trong mi€éng moc
mot doi ring sic nhu dao nhon, hon nira con hoi 1éch vé gitra va huéng xudng dudi. Két ciu nhu vay,
1am Trac Moc Cuong Ba chot nghi dén ludi 16 quan dung c6 ranh cho mau chay, hét strc phu hop dé
hat mau, gi cling khong dam tudng twong néu bi chiing can cho mdt nhat thi s& ¢ hau qua nhu thé nao
nura.

Gido su Phuong T4n gap mdy tinh xach tay lai, dimg 1én n6i: “Bay gior chiing ta khéng can tiép tuc
thao luan nira nhi?”

Lat ma A La n6i: “Ptng vay, chiing ta phai nhanh chong roi khoi noi ndy, & ddy gan nhu khong co
chd nao 13 an toan ca.” C)ng hiéu rd, bon doi kia con quay tro lai, ma bon ho thi da khong con cai 1éu
c6 thé tam ngan chung lai nira roi. Gido su Phuong Tan tu tin bao Trac Moc Cudng Ba: “Di thoi, chi
12 mé cung voi may céi bay rap thoi ma, khong dang so nhu ciu tudng tugng dav.”

Troi da hoang hon, trén quang trudng 16m ciia Bach thanh, quan du kich va tho dan an thit ngudi da

gié“mg co sudt mot ngay tro1. Bam thd dan chiém dugc dia loi, khién quan du kich khong ddm manh



dong, con quan du kich thi ¢6 vii khi hién dai, thé dan an thit nguoi ciing khong thé tién lai gin quang
truong. Khi vang duong chim xudng sau duong chin troi, trong rimng sdu lai thiy mot ngudi budc ra,
phai, y chi ¢6 mot minh. Chat 4nh sang con sot lai cua vang tich duong kéo bong y ra vira dai vira gy
dét lai, thoat nhin ciing toat 1én méy phén cO don tich mich, con gi6 nhe phét qua lam r6i mai toc Y, dé
16 nira grong mit tréng con dang so hon dau 1au xwong cot. Soares kich dong tham nhu: “Cubi cuing ta
cling trd lai roi, con nhd ta khong? Céc ban, cac ban cua ta, c6 thé cliing yén nghi v6i kién tric hing vi
nhudng nay, cac ban cling yén tim dugc roi. Bay nim, cac ban van khoe chir? Khong ngd ndo phit nio
1a ta khong nhd vé cac ban ca.”

Trong khoanh khic ay, bay rap dang so, nhitng btrc twong da khong 16, cac mén trang strc tinh xdo,
nhitng bd xuong khién nguoi ta kinh hoang, sinh vat dang so' an ndp minh trong bong dém, tit ca moi
chuyén da qua cung lic dang trao 1én trong 6c Soares...

“Chudt dat, mic xdc may cai bay d6 di! Nhanh 1én!”

“Lam sao duoc, ca doi t6i déu nghién ctru co quan bay rap, nhitng cai ndy tuyét d6i c6 thé xem 1a
ky tich hoan my nhat ma t6i timg trong thay, khong tra lai cong ning cho chung, du c6 sdng sot toi ciing
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héi han ca doi mat! Ua? Cai bay nay 1a? A... chay mau, Trin Xam

“Pay l1a doi mat quy, khong c6 doc, c¢d 1én, Ca Kinh, ciu phai ¢d l1én!”

“Khong dugc dau, dong mach & mang bao rudt cua té1 bi v& 101, ¢6 18 con ca dong mach than, gio
dang chay rat nhiéu mau, toi khong song ndi dau, Tran Xam, mit cia anh...”

“Khén kiép, mic ké toi di, cau ma chét & day, bon ti biét phai lam sao bay gio!”

“Chi c6 thé... dya vao ban than minh thdi, toi... chan thinh ndi... voi anh mot cau, di theo Cao
Lira, v6i nang luc hién tai ctia ching ta, néu c6 thé ra khoi toa dia cung niy, ngoai doi trudng ra. .. chi
con... Cao Lua thoi...”

“Cé Kinh! Bung ngu! C4 Kinh!”

“Khi Mat Nguoi! Khi Mat Nguoi, cdu tinh lai cho t61! Khi Mdt Nguoi!”

“Vo dung thoi Trian Xam, cdu ay nin thd trong nudc 1au qua, ma ciu ciing khong phai bac si, ching
ta dd khong thé 1am gi dwoc nita r6i...”

Hai chién binh cta b lac an thit ngudi nhay tir trén mai nha xuéng 1lam dut doan hdi e clia Soares,
ho gio hai ngon gido dai huo huo trudc mit y. Soares khong phan tng gi, chi cam chiéc Thach phu
mau ho phach kia chia ra. Hai tho dan kia ngo ngac nhin nhau, nhung dudng nhu déu khong biét dén
thir ndy, Soares ciing nhan ra diéu gi d6, dam thd dan an thit ngudi nay hinh nhu khong biét manh
Thach Phu nay. Y lui lai phia sau mt budc, lanh Iting noi: “Khong né mit qua roi, chung may & b lac
ndo, lan trude co thy chung may canh gitt & day dau!l”

Cau tra 101 ciia hai chién binh bo lac an thit nguoi 1a mdt ci ném lao, cong thém tiéng gam gir trong

chién dau. Soares lac nguoi tranh miii lao, lay mot 1o nhya ra bop v& danh “tet” mot tiéng, ro61 nham



mét 1am bam ndi: “Li quy doi mudn nudt hét van vat trén doi, quan doan dia nguc cua ta, an hét sach
ching di, ca khic xuong cling dirng bo qua!” Trong bui cdy sau lung y, ¢t nhién tran ra mot dan kién
khé)ng 16 mau d6 nau, bon chung dan hang chinh te, bang qua Bach thanh, an sach s¢ tAt ca moi thir trén
duong di, hai chién si tho dan an thit ngudi gao 18n thé tham, 4m thanh vang mai ra xa.

May tén linh du kich gdc may bay truc thing dot nhién phat hién vo s6 thd dan an thit nguoi nip
trong rirng bong chay tia ra phia quang trudng, bat chip song chét, tya hd nhu gip phai ma quy vy,
nhat thoi ciing khong thé giét hét. Mot tén dua dua ndi véi dong bon: “Chung dién rdi chic? Tranh
nhau chiu chét.” Bong nhién, bon ching ciing kinh hoang nhan ra, sau lung dam tho dan 1a mot tim
tham mau dé dang cudn cudn phu 1&€n Bach thanh, nhiing thd dan chay hoi cham mot chut, tya nhu mot
cdy nén dang tan chay, trong chép mit di mat da, thit, chi con tro lai xuong cét, trang phé nhu toa

Bach thanh nay vay.



Chuwong 16:
PIANGUC CUANUOC VA LUA

O Kha Kha Tay Ly, loai dong vat nay di day cho Trac Moc Cudng Ba mot bai vé mén sinh vat
hoc. Trong hang dong ti tim sau hat Ay, bon ching co quay than hinh béo map, dudi theo moi sinh vat
song voi toc do khong tudng, an sach moi sinh vat chiing bat gip trén duong di. Trac Moc Cudng Ba
khong dadm tudng tuong ra canh mot con chudt co kich ¢& cua loai voi, nhung déi mat ga trong théy éy,

dich thuc muo1 muoi 1a d61 mat ti hi chi loai chudt moi co.



Bay sap

Pam quan du kich bay gio méi dinh than lai, kéu rt 1én roi chay tan ra bon phia, nhung qua mudn,
d3 bi ham trong vong quay cta dai quan doan mau do 4y, khong ké nao c6 thé thoat duoc ca. Soares
cham rdi budc di trong con 1ii do, khong budn liéc nhin nhitng bd xuong dang ngi xudéng bén canh. Lii
kién dudng nhu rat s¢ lai gany, Soares di t6i dau, ching lién dat ra nhudng duong, Bong cap mat y
sang birng 1én, phat hién ra chiéc truc thing trong nhu con chudn chudn nhé phia trude, lién ming rd
ndi: “Po tot day, dirng lam hong ciia tao nhé.” N6i doan, y 1ién rit ra mot lo thuy tinh ném vé phia may
bay, mot man khi thé tan ra trong khong khi, 1{i kién ltra tirc khic dat ra mot khoang trong nhu bi ai gidi
nudc vao vay. Soares nhin toa Bach thanh bi con séng mau do tran 1én, thAm nhu: “Hong 1oi, khong
ngd lai giai quyét nhanh nhu vay, khé khin 13m méi tu tip dugc nhiéu thé nay, nhung gio 1am sao giai
tan chiing di bay gio, thudc trén ngudi minh dau c6 du.”

Soares dang suy nghi, chot nghe tiéng “vii v vir” tir bon phuong tdm hudng vang t6i, chi thay tir
cac 16i thong trén than toa kim tir thap hing vi kia ban ra v6 sb tia sing mau den, tya nhu nhitng thanh
kiém sic den tuyén dugc rat “soat” trong vo ra, chi thang 1én bau troi. Lii kién ltra duéi dat lién tro
nén nhdn nhio bt an, thi ra dd gip phai thién dich. Nhitng thanh kiém den kia lao vt 1én giita ting
may, roi nhanh chong tan ra nhu lan swong mu, hoa thanh vo s6 con ac quy ddi mit vai dan kién phai
tinh béng con s6 tram triéy, thoa sttc danh chén, nhit thdi, bau troi toan 1a 1i doi den dap canh vu vu,
tya nhu may den che kin mat tro1, canh tuwgng cuc ky hung vi.

Soares thd phao mét tiéng, dén that dang luc. Y da doi ca mot ngay, chinh 1a doi cho 1t &c ma c6
canh nay ra khéi sao huyét, nhu vay, dudi dia cung coi nhu tam tho1 dugce an toan roi. Lan trude téi
day, da c6 hai nguoi bi thuong, mot ngudi mat mang, mot ngudi nira cling vi bi bon quéi vat nay lam
mu d6i mit ma chét trong bay rap dudi dia cung. Soares 1y ra mot vt bang kim loai hinh cau to ¢&
qua bong tennis, 4n nut khai dong. Vat thé hinh cau ndy c6 nguyén 1y hoat dong gidng nhu chwong trinh
may tinh ma gido su Phuong Tan st dung, phat ra séng 4m tan s6 cao, khién y c6 thé an than giira dan
doi. Soares ngang dau 1én nhin toa kim tur thap Ahezt nguy nga hiing vi, bat dau cham rai budc 1én.

Trac Moc Cuong Ba di sau lung gido su Phuong Tan va Puong Man, trong bung 1ay 1am thic mic,
khong hiéu sao bon ho c¢6 thé ung dung nhu vay. Khong biét di di qua bao nhiéu gian phong, cam giac
dudng nhu van cir di bira di loan, cudi ciing Trac Moc Cudng Ba ciing dua ra mot kién nghi: “Bi mai
nhu vay ciling khong phai 1 cach, toi c6 mot y kién.” May ngudi gido su Phuong Tan lién ding lai,
chd xem Trac Moc Cudng Ba mudn néi gi. Ga the thot: “Dung but ky hiéu, danh dau 1én timg canh cira
ma chung ta di qua, nhu vay s€ khong bi 1dp duong nira.”



Ba nguoi con lai déu trim ngdm khong néi gi, nhung nhin nét mit ho, Trac Mdc Cudng Ba ciing
biét ngay 1a ga lai vira dua ra mot y kién sai 1am. Cudi cung, van 1a gido su Phuong Tan khong nhin
duoc phé binh g miy cau: “Cudng Ba a, xem ra cau chang chiu chi y nghe giang gi hét roi, gido quan
c6 day ching ta nhu vay dau.”

Pay ciing 1a cach d6i trudng HO Duong di dung & Kha Kha Tay Ly, Trac Moc Cudng Ba cam thiy
rat hitu dung, sao lai khong thé ap dung ¢ day dugc chir, ga thic mac: “Tdi cam thiy cach nay ciing
dugc 1am ma.”

Puong Man thi thim bén tai ga: “Co 15 r6i, day 1a cach lam ctia nguoi khong chuyén nghiép, khong
thich hop str dung ¢ day dau.”

Lat ma A La noi: “Néu thong dao rat dai, s nhanh r& rat it thi c6 thé dung cach dy cua cau. Nhung
¢ day, khi cau nhan ra nhirng canh ctra da danh d4u va chua danh dau déu nhiéu nhu nhau, khién cau
khong thé phan biét dugc, cau sé thiy danh dau véi khong danh ddu chang khac gi nhau ca.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba buc boi ni: “Nhung ching ta cir cam dau di thé nay ciing dau phai 14 cach
chu!”

Gido su Phuong Tan quay nguoi lai, mim cuoi noi: “Ai bao chung ta dang di bira chr?”” Noi doan,
ong chi vao chiéc may tinh xach tay deo trudc nguc.

Puong Man noi: “Ching ta ding webcam nhap hét nhitng ching dudng da di vao may tinh, chuong
trinh trong may s& dira vao thong tin ndy vé& ra ban do 3D cua toan bo noi day. Du néi 1a tat ca cac cin
phong thoat nhin déu gan gan nhu nhau, mat ngudi c6 18 rat kho phan biét duoc chung, nhung may tinh
thi ¢6 thé ghi lai bat cir diém khéc biét nio du 13 nhé bé nhat, cong véi tin hiéu dinh vi phat ra trén
ngudi ching ta nita, vay 1a c6 thé dé dang phat hién ra dau 1a noi ching ta da di qua roi.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba ngdy ngudi nhin vao man hinh may tinh gido su Phuong Tan xoay vé phia ga,
chi thdy trén d6 1a nhirng hinh 14p thé 3D hét strc tuong tan, gidng hét nhu nhirng can phong ho da trong
thay. Gido su Phuong Tan an nhe hai niit bam, hinh anh 3D lién chuyén sang dang mit phang 2D, céc
can phong hoan toan chuyén thanh nhirng 6 nhé hinh chir nhat, chd nio c6 cira thi dugc may tinh biéu
thi bang mot dudng vach tring, vi tri noi ho dang dimg dugce danh dau bang mot chim do nhip nhay
rat ndi bat. Tat ca déu tré nén hét strc sang rd. Trong chop miét, Trac Moc Cuong Ba dot nhién hiéu,
thi ra khoang cach gitta nhom cua gi va nhom ciia gido su Phuwong T4n van 1on nhu 1an dau tién tién
hanh huan luyén da ngoai vay: bon gi van dang xoay gb nhen lira, con nhom ciia gido su Phuwong Tan
thi da dung bat ltra tir 1au r6i. Ga then thung cti gam mit xudng, 1am mot con ria den ling 18, chi cam
ctii budc theo, khong con phat ngon gi nita. Pudng Man danh thinh thoang lai n6i mot hai cau voi g,
xoa diu phan nao tdm trang (rc ché cho Trac Moc Cudng Ba.

Sudt doc dudng, Trac Moc Cudng Ba di kep gitra bon ngudi, bude theo dau chan cua gido su

Phwong Tén, chi trong thdy miy b xuong kho cua nhitng ké lac bude trong mé cung, nhung khong gip



phai bay rap nao, khong khoi ciing thiy c6 chit mé hodc. G& mudn budc t6i xem trong cac mén do
gdm kia c6 dung thir gi khong, nhung lai bi canh cdo khong duoc manh dong 1am bira. Gido su Phuong
Tan chi cho gd xem anh webcam chup bén trong cac thir 4y, t6 ¥ noi bén trong khong gi hét. Ctr nhu
vay, bén nguoi di loanh quanh trong ting thit bay ciia mé cung Ahezt sudt hon hai tiéng dong hd dudi
su chi dan ctia may tinh, trudc mit 1ién xuat hién mot gian dai sanh tuong doi rong rai, dya sat vao
mot birc tudng tira nhu vach ndi. Cudi cung ho ciing ra khoi mé cung, di t6i con dudng thong 1én ting
trén.

Tir gian phong nho di ra, dot nhién giap phai mot gian dai sanh 16n nhu vay, khong khoi khién nguoi
ta sinh ra cam giac kinh ngac. Mii chiéu sang khong hat 1én duoc tdi tran, bén birc twdong xung quanh
déu dung nhitng phién d4 to bang vién gach ghép lai ma thanh, rat giéng nhu cac hinh twong dugc ghép
tir gach men cta ngudi hién dai. Nhung diém khéac biét so v4i hinh trén gach men hién dai la, nhitng
phién d4 nay déu duoc gia cong cham trd. Ca birc tranh qua 16n, nén Trac Moc Cuong Ba khong thé
nhin dugc toan bo, song gi ciing biét, chic chan ca birc tudng 1a mot bire tranh khong 16 cao ba mét,
ngudi ndy chong 1én nguoi kia nhu xiée chdng ngudi, hai tay gio ra phia trude, tua hd nhu dang bung
bé thir gi d6, nhung luc nay hai tay nguoi khong 16 d4 ndy déu tréng khong. Phia trén canh cira nhd ma
ho budc vao 13 vo sd hinh anh, nhitng nét vé mau den khac hoa rét rd rang hang doan nd 1é bi danh dap
lung vac vat nang dang 1€ budc trén con duong tuong trung cho mé cung. Nhiing ké dang danh dap no
18, 1a mot dam st gia dia nguc du doi, than hinh khing khiu nhon hoét nhu cay xwong rong. Anh mét
hung han cta dam st gia dia nguc, vé mat kinh hoang thanh khin cta cac nd 1&, moi dong tac va nét
mit déu dugc khic hoa ti mi. Phia sau cac nd 1& va déc cong, mot vi than khéng 16 ngé)i ngay ngén, G
bang cac dudng nét den lanh, moi dudi chia rong chay sé, vong ngoai miéng do ruc nhu lira, mat den
kit, ttr hai héc mét viron ra mot soi chi den kéo dai xubng ma. Theo nhu phan tich ctia gido s Phuong
Tan, day c6 1& chinh 1 vi da than cai quan tAng dia nguc thi bay ciia ngudi Maya.

Ky quai mot diéu 13, phia sau lung vi than cai quan dia nguc, con vé mot hinh twong quai di dang
dtng. Trac Moc Cudng Ba quan sat can thin, cam thdy rat giéng véi Pau trau Mit ngwa ctia Trung
Qudc. Gido su Phuong Tan ciing noi: “Ky la that, mdi ting déu c6 vi than ndy, 14 thin ndo ma con &
ngdi cao hon ca than cai quan dia nguc nhi? Lai con khong tim thay hinh anh nao trong kho dit liéu
nita, moi ngudi thay hinh anh nay giong cai gi khong?”

Puong Man noi: “Trong gidng trau, nhung khong co sing, trong giéng ngwa, nhung tai lai khong
gidng.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba vui vé reo 1én: “O? Em ciing nghi giéng anh &, Dau trau Mit ngua.”

Lat ma A La lac dau néi: “Pau trau Mit ngya 13 cai nguc dudi dia nguc trong truyén thuyét Trung
Qudc, dudng nhu khong lién quan gi t6i van minh chiu My, hon nita, dia vi ciing khong thé cao nhu

vay dugc, chac la mot vi than khac théi.”



Ngay phia trudc ho, 1a mot birc tudng tron nhan cé khic vo s6 ranh ngang, mdi rinh déu rat sau,
thoat nhin trong rat gidng mot tim bang cha quin 4o dung dung 1én. Gido su Phwong Tan va lat ma A
La van dang ban ron chup lai cac hinh anh ky la trong dai sanh vao may tinh. Trac Moc Cuong Ba thic
mic: “Dudng dau?”

Puong Man chi vao nhirng ranh ngang trén tudng, Trac Moc Cudong Ba thét 1én: “Pay ma 1a duong
ur?” Nhitng ranh ay chi nho ra khoi mit tedng chirng muoi centimet, mudn ding virng trén ay da kho
khan 13m rdi, khoang cach lai cao nhu thé, 1am sao ma tréo 1én dugc.

Lat ma A La xach chiéc dén pha, ndi v&i Trac Moc Cudng Ba: “Chinh nd ddy, ching t6i goi 1a
thang treo, m&i dau nhin c6 vé kho, chir thuc ra dé leo 1am.”

Pay 1a 1an dau tién Trac Moc Cudng Ba trong thiy loai cau thang budng mot goc chin muoi ¢ nhu
vay, trong chang khic gi nhitng ring cua nho ra trén mit twong ca. Giao su Phuong Tan dang ban diéu
chinh goc d6, khong budn dé ¥ ti Trac Moc Cudng Ba, chi ndi: “Hai tang dudi chiing t6i cling tréo
1én nhu vay ca day, cdu tréo mot 1an 1a biét ngay thoi.” Ké d6 lai quay sang thao luin voi lat ma A La,
“Ngai xem, day ciing 1a hinh anh ctia vi da thin cai quan ting thir bay.” “Tay ong 4y cAm cai gi vay?”
“Khong rd, cho anh sang manh hon mot chut di, d6 phin giai ctia webcam nay hoi thap, 1an sau toi s&
d6i cai tot hon...”

Puong Man thu xép xong cac miy moc, budc qua tro chuyén véi Trac Moc Cudng Ba: “Thuc ra,
anh c coi nhu leo vach da khong c6 day an toan 1 dugc thoi. Vi cac phién da & day duoc ghép rat
chic, gido su noi, c6 1& nguoi Maya da dung mot loai chat két dinh gidng nhu bun nhio vay, gitta cac
tang da khong 16 gan nhu khong c6 ké hd, ca to gidy mong ciing khong thé nhét vao dugc.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba lo lang néi: “Véach da nay cling hon ngan nim tudi roi, nhd bi phong hoa rdi
thi 1am sao? O déy lai cao nhu thé, roi tir trén Ay xudng thi khong phai tro dua dau.”

Puong Man mim cudi: “Anh yén tim di, chat liéu da trang nay tot 1am, khong hé c6 dau tich bi
phong hoa gi ca. Nay, anh dirng di lung tung ddy.” Trac Moc Cudng Ba bat binh: “Sao ha? Xem thoi
cling khong dugc a?”

Puong Man néi: “Trude khi gido su va dai su hoan thanh, tot nhit chung ta khong nén di bira, ngd
nh& dung phai chdt bay thi sao.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba no6i: “Anh cling trdi qua hu4n luyén dac biét nhu moi ngud1 ma, duong nhién
cling biét can than, dirng coi anh nhu nguoi nghiép du thé chu.”

Lic ndy, gido su Phuong Tan 1én tiéng: “Cho 4nh sang tu lai mot chit tdi xem ndo, ngay bén trén
nay la gi vay, ding, dtng, 6i chao, khong xong rdi! Xuong so!” Gido su Phuong Tan kéu 1én. Pung luc
ndy, mot chan Trac Moc Cudng Ba khong hiéu gidm 18n thir gi, phién d4 bén duéi hoi thut xudng, ca
gian dai sanh rung lén, phat ra nhitng tiéng “ram ram ram” nhu may moc chuyén dong.

Gido su Phuong Tan tirc khic hoi phu dau: “Cudng Ba, cdu chay ra d6 lam tro gi diy? Gidm phai



cai gi roi, con khong mau chay di!”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba ngd nguoi, noi: “Toi lam sao biét dugc!” Chot théy latma A La dang lao vé
phia gi, r6i 6m ca ngudi ga bd nhao xudng dat 14n hai vong.

Trac Moc Cuong Ba kinh ngac thot: “Lam sao vay!?” Lat ma Ala dtng 1én néi: “Quai that, bay
chét kiéu gi vay?” Dot nhién mot tiéng dong 16n vang 1én, phia trén canh ctra ho vira buéc ra khoi mé
cung, chdp mit d3 c6 mot tang da 16n roi xudng, bit kin duong lui, ké d6 lai cé tiéng “huych huych”
trén cao vang toi. Gido su Phuong Tan kéu 1én: “Nhanh 1én! Tréo 1én nhanh 1én! Ctra d4 tang trén dang
khép lai kia!”

Bon ngudi gid méi tinh ra, voi vang giam 1én cac bac thang tréo 1én trén. Trac Moc Cudng Ba tréo
nhanh nhét, gd la nguoi dau tién lén tGi tﬁng trén, lat ma A La theo sét phia sau. Vura leo 1én, Trac Moc
Cudng Ba 1ap tirc quay ngudi lai, kéo Puong Man 1én trén, gido su Phuong Tan van & bén dudi, udc
chirng cling phai con chuc mét nita mdi 1én t6i noi. Vira ndy luc tréo 1én thi khong cam thay gi, gio cti
xu6ng khong ngd lai thay chong mit chong may. Thang treo niy hoa ra phai cao hon nim chuc mét, lac
nay nhin Xuéng dudi, ngoai mudi1 mét, chi co6 mot vung den kit nhu dudi vuc sau, khién nguoi ta khong
khoi ron toc gay. Lat ma A La khong ngirng 1am bam cau khan: “Nhanh 1én, nhanh 1én...”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba ngang dau 1én nhin, gio méi phat hién, trén dai sanh c6 mot tim ludi khong 16
béng kim loai gén déy miti nhon, luc nay dang cham cham dich chuyén Xuéng dudi, con vi tri noi bon
ho dang ding, ciing c6 mot canh ctra da dang tir tir ha xubng, 4m thanh “huynh huych” chinh 13 do n6
phat ra. Gido su Phuong Tan deo may tinh xach tay sau lung, leo 18n tréng c6 vé rat vat va, véi tbe do
nay thi that khé ma leo 1én kip duoc.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba non noéng vo cing, 16n tiéng goi: “Thay gido! Nhanh 1én! Ném may tinh di!
Ctra sap dong lai rdi!”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan 6 bén dudi quat 1én: “Dd nhii ranh, ciu gidm 1én chdt bay, gio con mudn toi
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vit may tinh di, vay khong phai chiing ta toi cong dén day a!” Trac Moc Cudng Ba bat an kéu lén:
“Nhung ma, tinh mang quan trong hon chir.”

Gido su Phuong T4n van giir nguyén toc do bo, vira tréo vira ndi: “Nhin ma hoc hdi xem céi gi goi
1a dong d6i phdi hop di.”

Chi théy khi ctra da ha Xuéng con dod bz:ing chiéu cao mot nguoi, lat ma Alava Pudng Man mbi
ngudi 1ay ra mot moc an toan dung khi leo vach dé, chong vao khe truot ctia dé, canh cira phat ra tiéng
rin rit, cudi cting ciing chAm chdm dung lai. TAm lu6i kim loai gan miii nhon kia, dudng nhu ciing gin
lién v6i ctra da. Canh cira vira dirng lai, n6 ciing khong roi xudng nita. Chirng mot phut sau, gido su
Phuong Tan mGi bo 1én, thd hon hén néi: “Trong mot nhom, cd nguoi thé luc tot, c6 ngudi gioéi chuyén
mon, phan cong hop tac, mdi ngudi mot viée, déy méi goi 1a mot ddi. co mdi cai bay ma di lam cau

so thé rdi co a? Gap chuyén gi ciing phai binh tinh, néng nay khong suy nghi 1am sao giai quyét dugc



van dé?”

Long ban tay Trac Moc Cudng Ba ¢dAm mo héi lanh, vira ndy dung 13 ngan can treo soi toc, viy ma
may ngudi gido su Phuong Tan khong hé 16 vé so hii, gi khong khoi then mudt md hoi. Chi c6 Puong
Man 14 v6 v nguc thot 1én: “Nguy hiém qua, mic du d& hon cac bay rap & dang trude, nhung chau
van lo dén tim dap thinh thich day nay.” Lat ma A La va Puong Man cing budng tay, canh cira da lai
tiép tuc chdm chip khép xudng. Nhin bay tam bd xwong khd dinh trén tim ludi sit, Trac Moc Cudng
Ba tr biét, minh d3 bo 1§ rat nhiéu co hoi ting cudng kién thirc.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba noi: “Tai sao phai dong canh ctra nay lai, Ctr dé n6 ket & dy co6 phai tot hon
khong, vay thi khong c6 thém ngudi ndo chét & ddy nira.”

Lat ma A La néi: “Co quan bay rap ¢ ddy déu ndi lién v6i nhau, néu khong dé cira d4 nay dong lai,
khong chirng phia sau c6 canh ctra ndo d6 khong mé ra dugc, dén luc y lai phai vong tré vé dong cira
thoi.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba suc nhd dén 161 lat ma A La d4 noi, kinh ngac thdt 1én: “Khong phai nguoi
Maya con chua c6 ca cong cu bang dong thau hay sao? Pay... TAm ludi ndy, 1& ndo khong phai bang
kim loai?”

Lat ma A La néi: “Ptng 14 ho khong biét ché luyén dong thau, nhung ta khong c6 néi ho khong co
ché pham kim loai ma. Nguoi Maya rat gioi budn ban, ho c6 thé giao dich trao d6i v&i nhitng noi
khac, d6i vé cac ché pham kim loai, chung t6i da ghi chép lai diéu nay rdi, gio hiy xem ching ta nén
di duong nao trude da.”

Chi thdy khi canh cira d4 khép lai, bon ho lién & trong mot khong gian kin hinh ban nguyét, trén birc
tudng phia trude, co6 nim canh cong vom, mdi cong déu cao hon nim mét, dudng bén trong rong rii
trai dai, t6i den nhu murc, khong nhin thy bén dau bén kia. Pa ¢ kinh nghiém mét 1an, Trac Moc
Cuong Ba khong dam di lai lung tung nita, chi thin ngudi ra nhin giao su Phuong Tan cti dau doc
cudn sb ghi chép cua Pieri trong may tinh. Chot nghe gido su kéu “a” mot tiéng, mét tron tron 18n, ba
ngudi con lai lién chum dau vao. Cubn so ctia Pieri khong 1éch khong nghiéng, vira hay thiéu diung mot
doan ¢ gitra nhu bi mot dn, phia sau viét “t6i di trén 16i dai thénh thang...”, phia trudce 1a “ban chong
ken két ap xudng, bén trén ghim may b xuong trang...”.

Lat ma A La gio tay 1én to ¥ cam chiu: “Xem ra, chi con cach tu tim duong thoi, ting nay chic 1a
dia nguc do nit than mit tring cai quan roi.”

Gido su Phuong T4n gt gat dau: “Plng vay, Nir thin Mt trang Ix Chel, nang ciing gidng anh trai
minh, 1a mot vi than hai mat. Khi ¢ trén Thién giéi, nang 1a ¢6 gai diu dang xinh dep, 13 4nh tring mém
mai nhu nudce; con khi & dia nguc, nang lai hda than thanh mét mu gia hung 4c, mai toc 1a vo sb con
ran cudn tron, trén lung 13 bd xwong nguoi khing khiép quan ching vio nhau, tay chan déu hoa thanh

vuot th sac nhon, 1{i ran doc trén dau phun xudng dia nguc nhirng ngon ltra c6 ddc, con binh sur trén



tay nang tudn ra nudc 1{i cudn cudn. Thiy than va Hoa than & bén canh cho nang sai khién, vé sau
ngudi ta goi 1a Nit than Mit tring dudi dia nguc 12 Ba Gia Vudt HO, con dia nguc tang thir sau nay goi
la dia ngyc cta nudce va lua.”

Lat ma A La giai thich thém: “Thuc ra, phai goi 1a dia nguc cua bang va ltra méi dung, nhung vi
ring rAm nhiét d6i nay khong c6 biang, viy nén méi dién hoa thanh nuée. Cac hon ma & tang dia nguc
thir sdu ndy, khi con sdng da phi bang ham hai ngudi khac, phong hoa dbt nha, thong gian, tur tién pha
thai ma bi day doa xuéng day, chiu su day doa ctia bang va Itra, bi ngdm trong dong nudc x61 mot trim
ndm muoi nim, roi lai bi thiéu dot trén lra nong mdt tram ndm muo1 nam mao1 dugc tro vé dia nguc
luan hoi. Mot ngdy trong dia nguc Maya, bang mot nim alautun(1) trén thé gian cua ho. Pia nguc that
dang so.” Nhitng ngudi con lai, ké ca gido su Phuong Tan, déu khong ¥ thirc duoc, thir ddng so ma lat
ma A La dang n6i t6i khong phai dia nguc ctia ngudi Maya, ma 1a...

Lat ma A La néi: “Hinh vé& phia trén con dudng da chi hudng cho ching ta rdi, nhitng dudng tron
d6ng tim mau den twong trung cho cai chét muc rita, con dudng nay khong thé di duoc.”

Gido su Phuong Tan ngude dau 1én: “Pom den, tuong trung cho on dich, con dudng nay ciing
khong thé di duoc.”

Puong Man néi: “Chd chau bén nay cé mili gido, dao d4.” Gido su Phuong Tan lic dau: “Tuong
trung cho su tan sat, cling khong duogc.”

Lat ma A La nhin hai canh céng cudi cung, chi vao cai ¢ trudc mat minh: “Mau tuot, trai tim,
tugng truong cho sy hy sinh, day 13 con dudng dang hién, chic cling khong phai né dau.”

Vay la chi con lai con duong ¢ trude mat Trac Moc Cuong Ba . Ga néi: “Nhung ¢ dady ¢d mot con
rdn 16n ma.”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan budc 1én trude, ndi véi Trac Moc Cudng Ba: “Chinh 12 n6 rdi.”

Pudong Man ciing néi theo: “Than Ran Mua, 1a vi thin dugc ngudi Maya sting bai nhat, nd mang
mua téi, khién vu mua dugc bdi thu.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba ciing budc theo. Phia trén con duong 1at gach nay nay 1a tran hinh vom, trong
nhur mot dudng him xuyén nii khong 16 vay, bén vach da vé day cac hinh giéng nhu & dia nguc tang
thir bay, toan nhitng canh trgng hon ma chiu dung hinh phat tham khdc trong dia nguc bang hoa. Bon
ngudi di duge chirng mudi phit ma van chua hét con duong, phia trudc lai vong tdi tiéng “ret ret ret
ret”. Gido su Phuong Tan dimng buéc, thip giong noi: “Pang trudc co sinh vat, duwa dén pha cho t6i.”

Lat ma A La nghiéng tai ling nghe, n6i: “Con vat nay khong nho dau, khoang cach giira chi trudc va

chi sau it nht ciing phai hai mét. Thé trong c6 1& phai hon tdm trim can.”

(1) don vi do thoi gian 16n nhat ciia ngudi Maya ¢ dai, tuong duong v6i 63.081.429 nam; tham khao thém & dia chi:
http//www.calendarhome.com/converter/maya.html



Ltra dia nguc

Pau tién, Trac Moc Cudng Ba nghi t6i con vat lon khong ra lon, trau khong ra trau, minh gip phai
trong rirng, 1& ndo trong dia cung ndy ciing co thir 4y? Gido su Phuwong Tan ndi: “Chuan bi sin sang
g pho, néu n6 chin dudng tién cta ching ta réi xong ti, moi ngudi phai kip thdi nhay tranh.” Ong
dua mot khau sung luc cho Trac Moc Cuong Ba, va néi: “Chi ¢6 hai vién dan, bat ké 1a thu g, néu nd
xOng t6i phai nham vao chd yéu hai ma ban.” Trac Moc Cudng Ba gt gat dau.

Gido su Phuong Tan diéu chinh lai quing sang ctia dén pha, tho hit ra mot tiéng: “Hy vong nd
khong lao to1.”

Tru 4nh sang chiéu ra, may nguoi bon Trac Moc Cuong Ba nhin thiy trong bong t6i 1ap 16a chdp
nhay mot d6i mit sang ruc, to nhu cai bong dén. Con vat khong 16 kia rd rang ciing bi chiim sang bat
ngd d6 1am cho giat ban minh, quay dau bo chay 1am ca duong ham rung 1én binh bich. Gido su
Phuong Tan thay vay, voi vang 1dy may quay ra, chi tiéc dd qua mudn, man hinh may tinh chi hién ra
mot cai mong to nhur mong voi va chiéc dudi vira to vira dai.

Nhung trong khoang khac chum sang hit ra 4y, Trac Moc Cuong Ba van cam nhan dugc mot cach
vo cung rd rét, doi mit chdp chép nhu bong dén 4y, anh mit d6 toat 1én vé “tham lam, d6i khat, thu
han, odn doc”, ga biét rd, chi c6 mot loai vat méi sé hiru cap mét va thir 4nh mat éy, bon chiing ton tai
trudce khi con nguoi xuat hién, va ludn bi con nguoi1 coi la ké thu, trong méy triéu nam lich st tién hoa
ctia nhan loai, cudc chién giira loai ngudi va bon ching chua bao gio timg gian doan. Hon nita, & Kha
Kha Tay Ly, loai dong vat nay da day cho Trac Moc Cudng Ba mdt bai vé mon sinh vat hoc. Trong
hang dong t6i tim sau hut Ay, bon chiing co quiy than minh béo mup, dudi theo moi sinh vat séng vai
toc dd khong tudng, an sach tat ca sinh vat chiing bat gip trén dudng di. Trac Moc Cudng Ba khong
dam tudng twong ra canh mdt con chudt c¢6 thé hinh cua lodi voi, nhung doi mat gi trong thay Ay, dich
thue mudi muoi 13 d6i mét ti hi chi loai chudt méi co.

Gido su Phuong Tan néi: “Puoc r6i, néu nd da so anh sang, ching ta ctr di tiép con dudng nay,
nhung phai hét strc canh gidc mdi dugc. Cudng Ba a, Cuong Ba, ¢6 nghe t6i ndi gi khong? Cau dang
nghi gi thé? Cau phu trach su an toan cho ca doi chiing ta ddy, cau can phai canh giac hon nita mgi
duogc.”

Theo chén con vatt khong rd tén kia, bon ngudi dé dit tién 1én phia trude, bdng nhién Pudng Man
thap giong hd: “Phia trudc ¢ anh sang.”

Gido su Phuong Tan gt dau: “Can than, moi ngudi tit hét dén di, co 18 c6 ngudi khac tién vao day
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nua.



Bon nguoi cang di vé phia trude, anh sang cang rd hon, nhung trong thé nao ciing khéng gidng anh
sang phat ra tir cac loai dén pha dén chiéu. Cung v&i 4nh sang mdi lic mot manh, ludn khi néng cang
Ituc cang ro rét ham hap pha to1 mat moi nguoi, lat ma A La kéu 1én: “Chi s¢ khong phai c6 ngudi nao,
ma 13 4nh sang von c6 o tang dia nguc niy thdi.”

Ba ngudi gid mdi suc nhd ra, ting ndy 1a dia nguc ctia nudc va lira, thé nhung, ngon lira ndo c6 thé
chay sudt ngan nam ciing khong tat? Trac Moc Cudng Ba ciing suc nhé ra bai hat ciia Babatou: “Bon
ho d6t 18n ngon ltra thiéng chay van nam khong tat, dé cung dién ** Puh duoc anh sang chiéu roi.”

Gio su Phuong Tan bat may tinh 1én: “Dé t6i tra ctru dit 1iéu.” Trong cudn sb ghi chép, Pieri da
miéu ta nhu sau, “To61 nhu bi nudng trong dia nguc (thiéu), qua thuc hét sirc khAm phuc tri tué cua
ngudi Maya (thiéu), toi nghi, tAng ndy chic c6 mot cach dic biét nio day dé di 1én, boi vi luc trugt
xudng, toi suyt nita thi ngd giy xwong. Ho khong thé khong dé lai thir gi d6, néu khong, chinh ho ciling
khong co6 cach gi ma lén dugc.”

Lat ma A La thap giong noi: “Xem ra, chinh Pieri ciing khong tim dugc cach 1én trén. Chi e chinh
vi & tAng nay khong thé leo 1én duoc nira, ong 4y mi tiép tuc 1an tim xudng dudi ciing nén.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba khong dong ¥: “Chua chic, bon doi vira ndy ddy, chang 18 khong phai ching
cling bay tir day ra hay sao?”

Lat ma A La mim cudi: “Co mot diém khong thé quén, bon doi bay vao, con ching ta thi di ra day.”

Pudng Man voi 1én tiéng: “Dugc rdi, moi ngudi dirng tranh cii nira, di xem thi biét thoi.”

Di thém miy budc nita, budc chan bon ngudi lién cham lai, gido su Phuong Tan voi 1Ay may quay
ra, hudng vé phia cira duong ham. Lat ma A La cam than: “Ky tich, ky tich ¢ day dung 1a v6 cung vo
tan. That khong thé tudng tuong noi, sao ma ho lam dugc thé nhi?”

Mbt ngon ltra bap bung chay phia trén cira dudng him, twa nhu mot tinh linh c6 mang séng dang
nhay ma. Khong phai mot ngon lira nhé nhu ngon nén, ma 1a ngon ltra birng birng, chiy cao hon bon
mét, ding cach may trim mét cling cam thdy ludng nhiét him hap t¢i. Cang dén gan ctra ham, bon
nguoi cang ngay ngén si mé&. Toa chinh dién nay cham trd hoa 1€, vach tuong déy bich hoa, bai tri huy
hoang thé nao khong can néi, nhung chi liéc mot cai 1a da trong thdy ngay bén btrc twong luc si than
hinh khong 16 dang dting thang. Bon vi luc si ndy cao phai hon hai chuc mét, trén dau doi mot cai mil
trong giéng nhu 16 chau mai trén Van Ly Trudng Thanh, hai mat hinh thoi, con nguoi nghiéng vao
trong, miéng hé to, khde miéng xodn lai trong nhu ham rau quai ndn, tai nhu quai 4m, trén ngudi méc
chién giap, dang vé uy phong 13m liét v6 cting, khong nd ma oai, nhung diéu lam ngudi ta liéc thiy ho
ngay, chinh 14 chau lira chdy sang trén tay ho. Ca bdn luc si cliing gio cao hai tay, nAng mot cai chau
khong 16 bang kim loai, duong kinh mdi chau déu khoang chirng ba mét, lira chdy ring ruc bén trong,
chiéu sang ca khong gian ting thir sau nay.

Trac Moc Cuong Ba budc td1 dudi chan may luc si, trong ga con chua cao bang chiéc giay cua ho



nita, chdm chd nhin chiéc chau tron khong 16 bén trén, thdt 1én véi giong tra nhur khong dam tin 13 that:
“La thtr gi ma chay duogc 1au thé?”

Vi d4 c6 anh ltra, mii chiéu sang cua bdn nguoi déu khong can thiét nita, ca bon cat hét di, roi quan
sat k¥ lai mot luot ting dia nguc thir sdu ndy. Pai sanh ho dang dimg day c6 18 1a khu vure trung tim
ctia tang Pia nguc thtr sau, bdi gitta dai sanh 1a mot birc twong khong 16 ctia nit than Mt trang. Vi nit
than hung dir nay cta chén dja nguc ny rd rang 1 di duoc my hda, mic du trén dau nang van cd vo sd
ran doc dang bo nhung nhic, nhung tudng mao thi khong hé xau xi, ma toat 1én vé dam nhi diu dang
nhu anh tring, d6i mat hién hoa hoi hudng xuéng dudi, tra nhu Quan Thé Am B6 Tat, khién ngudi ¢
dudi ngudc 1én co cam giac nhu nir than dang cham cht nhin minh. M4 rong mili cao, day 1a vé dep
truyén thong nhat ctia ngudi Maya. Mot ban tay nit than cam binh nudc chira dai hong thuay, tay kia cam
Song dau truong, trén vai trai cua nir than, con ¢ mot con chim dang dau, nhung nhin k¥ lai, thi do 1a
mot buc tuong than dau nguo1 than chim. Tron buc tugng nit than Mat trang c¢6 1€ cao hon birc muo1
13m mét, vi thé hinh cua nang trong thiap hon bon birc twong luc si ¢ xung quanh. Pinh dau luc si van
con cach mai vom chirng mudi mét, ngon lira chdy hirng huc nhu thé, vay ma khong thay trén mai vom
c6 d4u hiéu bi hun khoi nao. Phin dau cua tuong nir than chiém t&i mot phﬁn ba ca buc tuong, boi mai
toc do bai ran doc cudn thanh kia, mdi con déu vin veo nhu chuyén dong, mdi con déu 16n nhu mang
xa, dudi anh sang ctia ngon lira, toan bo déu nhu dang con séng vay. Khi nhin twong nir than, rat tu
nhién s& chi ¥ dén mai vom phia trén dam twong ran khong 16, bén trén con c6 mdt miéng hd 16n hinh
vudng, c6 vé nhu 13 thong 18n ting trén.

Ba ngudi con lai déu kinh ngac nhin bén btrc tugng luc si khong 16 va nir thin Mat triang, duy chi
minh lat ma A La 14 kinh hii truéc buc tuong dau nguo1 minh chim trén vai nit than Mt trang, cling
chi c6 thi lyc ctia 6ng méi nhin ra duoc, dau cua bire twong dau ngudi minh chim Ay c6 toi hai bo mit.
Cong ménh diéu(1)... hoa than ctia ngudi Maya va cong ménh diéu giéng nhau nhu vay hay sao?
Khong, khéng 1am duoc, toa dia cung ndy tram phan tram chinh 14 noi ching ta muén tim roi.

Gi4o su Phuong Tan nhanh chong tim dugc thong tin trong may tinh, qua nhién Pieri c6 miéu ta...
“Tbi roi vao dam ran khong 19, lac Ay so suyt chét, con twdng rang minh roi dung vao 6 trin 16n. Sau
d6 méi phat hién, thi ra tit ca déu la tuong da. To1 roi dau vao mot burc twong nir than, bdn phia Itra
chay hirng huc, tit ca déu nhu chdn luyén nguc vay...”

Doc td1 doan nay, lat ma A La chot thdt 1én: “Hong 1di, cao nhu vay, chiing ta 1am sao 1én duoc
bay gio?”

Gido su Phuong Tan néi: “Tam thoi cling chua gip 1am. Dé xem xét noi ndy trude rdi ban chuyén
d6 sau.” Tuong nit than Mat tring & ngay gitta dai sanh, bon luc si dimg dua vao bon birc trong. Con
& ngay trudc mit birc twong nit than, 12 ndm muc bai té hinh thang cao chirng ba mét, dai rong déu hon

chuc mét, trong rat giong phan nén cia mot kim ty thap Maya nho. Trén bon buc bai t& xung quanh con



¢ bon twong ngudi cao chirng ba bon mét, trang sirc trén dau rat don gian, bo mit trong nhu chim ci,
tit ca déu hudng mit vé phia buc bai t& ¢ gitta. Bén nguoi bude 1én buc, 1ién phat hién ¢ gitta buc lai
coO cac bac thang hudng Xuéng dudi, hinh thanh nén mdt hinh kim tu thap nguoc, sau tdi ca chuc mét.
Gi4o su Phuong T4n xudng dén tan cung, roi 1dy chdi 16ng 1am sach phan mép ciia mit phang rong
chirng bén mét vuodng ay, sau d6 phan tich: “Nhin ndy, phan nén niy tach ra véi bon vach, chic 1a co
quan bay chdt gi 6, nhé k¥, ché c6 gidm lén day, chiing ta xem tiép nhitng noi khéac thé nio da.”

Lat ma A La ciing phat hién ra diéu gi d6. Ong 13y céi nhip kep 1én mdt nhim gidng nhu soi bong:
“Pay co I¢€ 1a thuc vat gi déy, bi kho hét ca roi, chi con lai mot it vat chat dang soi.” Pudng Man néi:
“Trén bac thang cling c6 nay.”

Chang miy chdc da thim do xong ca toa dai sanh, ngoai chdt biy & buc béi té chinh giira tam thoi
chua ai dam dong tdi ra, bon ngudi déu khong c6 phat hién gi khac. Lat ma A La noi khong hé sai, 1d
doi biét bay, vi vay nén ching c6 thé bay qua cai 15 to tudng trén trin dan lén tang trén kia mot cach
dé dang. Con bon nguoi bon ho thi chi biét tron mét 1én nhin, du ¢6 dimg 1én dinh dau tuong nir than,
cling khong thé nhay mdt ct cao murdi miy mét duoc.

Hai phia Pong Ty ctia sanh mbi bén c6 mdt canh cira 16m, hanh lang ciing dai rong nhu con duong
dan vao day, dai sanh & giita cach hai gian sanh hai bén chirng trim budc chan; hai gian sanh hai bén
cling to 16n hung vi nhu dai sanh & gitra, trén khung cira d4 hinh vom khac day hoa vin udn luon ngoan
nghéo, khién ngudi ta khong sao nén ndi tiéng thdt kinh ngac song lai cling khong thé nao hiéu duoc ¥
nghia chiing. Trong hanh lang ciing c¢6 cac dia dén nho nhu ngon dudc, lira chay bap bung, Trac Moc
Cudng Ba muén xem cho rd rét cude 1a thir gi dang chdy, nhung suyt nita thi bong cé tay. Hai gian sanh
hai bén nay ciing cling van c6 tuong luc si & cac bén tuong, tay bung chau ltra 16n, nhung gitra sanh thi
c6 mot tugng da cao chirng ba mét, tay cam mot loai vii khi gidng cdy gido ma khong phai gido, giéng
dinh ba nhung ciing khong phai dinh ba. O phia nam thi hai giang sanh hai bén Pong T4y, mdi bén ciing
c6 mdt gian sanh khac, blrc tugng dat gilra sanh cua hai gian niy di bién d6i, tir twgng dtng chuyén
thanh trong nam, trong gidng mot phu nit, ky la mot diéu 14, trong long ho ciing van 6m thtr vii khi quai
di kia, nhin ching hai hoa chut nao. Tiép tuc hudng vé phia Nam, van con dudng him tdi om nhu muec,
vi trong dudng ham khong c6 anh dén lira nita, nén giao su Phuong T4n cho rang khong gian 4y c6 18
1a khong 16n 1am, vi ting nay it nhat da phai phan ra mot nira khong gian chia cho bon con dudng
twong trung cho tir vong & gian sanh hinh ban nguyét roi. Hon nita, bén trong rat ¢6 kha ning c6 con
vat khong 16 khong biét tén kia, tam thoi chd nén kinh dong dén nd, gid t6t nhat 1a ctr kiém cho ki
trong ndm gian sanh nay da, néu qua thyc khong phat hién gi ca d6i mdi tiép tuc tién vao con duong tbi
tam éy.

Sau mot hoi tim kiém k§ ludng, ho phat hién ra, ngoai gian dai sanh & giira, hai phan ba phia trudc

mdt san cua bon gian sanh con lai déu c6 dau vét dut gay ro rét. Gido sw Phuong Tan va lat ma A La



nghién ctru can than, cho rang vét dit gdy nay chinh 1a mot chiéc van khong 10, chi can khoi dong chdt
bat, bon chiéc van nay sé bi mo ra, nhung cai chét d6 & dau, bon canh cira ndy co tic dung gi thi khong
ai ro hét.

Theo ¥ ctia gido su Phuong Tan, cai chdt ndy chac phai & trong gian dai sanh & giira, vi nguoi
Maya co dai khong thé 1am cho co quan bay chét qua ddi rudm ra phire tap, noi dong mé chic ciing 1a
noi ndi bat. Vi vy, bén nguoi lai tré vé gian dai sanh ¢ gitta. Két ciu & ddy hoi phirc tap mot chut,
bon vach tuong la bon chyc luc si khé)ng 16 dang dua lung, nam cai buc bai té thi trén bon buc c6
tuong nguoi, phia trude buc bai té con cé mdt birc twong nit than Mit tring nita. Gido su Phuong Tan
bao v&i moi ngudi, chdt khdi dong co quan co 1& & ngay trén nhitng birc twong nay, chi c6 diéu 1a dam
twong nay déu hoi to qua, mudn tim duoc cht mé qua thue khong hé dé chit ndo. Moi ngudi lién phan
cong cong viéc, mdi ngudi kiém tra ki ludng mot birc trong. Trac Moc Cudng Ba ciy minh tai cao
gan 1on, da bam vao vat 4o tuong nir than Mat trang, tréo 1én cao.

Ga tréo mdt mach 18n vai nir than, thir lay dong pho twong mit ngudi than chim, nhung hai birc
twong d&o 1ién khdi, lam sao lay dong dugc. Trac Moc Cudng Ba thiy vay van chua du, lai gidm 1én
tai nit than tréo 18n dinh dau nang, dung trén vo s6 hinh twgng ran doc to nhu con trin gid, ddo mat
quan sat bon phia. Phat hién dau tién cta gi 1a vi than Pau trau Mat ngya trén bich hoa gio da dugc
tac thanh d4, ding ngay trén dau nit than, than thai nhu thé minh ta doc ton trong cdi troi dat nay vay.
Hai tai pho twong nay hinh vudng, trong ciing gidng stng trau bi cwa dirt, mat 16i ra nhu mit tru, phan
bung tron to nhu thing nude, ddi chan thi tir ban chan t§i bap chn to déu nhu nhau, giéng nhu hai céi
d6n bang d4 hon. Buic tugng niy chi cao bang nguoi thudng, lai an gitta ddm twong ran, 1{i ran uén
luon xung quanh, khom minh nhu thé hét strc cung kinh.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba ngdy ngudi quan sat trong gidy lat, 14y 1am kho hiéu trudce vi thin con ton quy
hon ca than cai quan dia nguc nay, nén vin minh Maya d6 tan lui qua sém, khién cho ngay nay tat ca
déu chi c6 thé dua vao suy doan. Ga lac dau thd dai, sau d6 cui nhin xudéng dudi, chi thiy may nguoi
bon gido su Phuong Tan déu nhé nhu hat dau, van dang ti mi kiém tra nhirng birc tuong da con lai,
cling khong ai dé ¥ thiy gi tréo cao dén vay; lai quan sat bén phia quanh day, lira ndng chdy phimng
phing, twa ho dang truc tiép nudng gi 1én vy, vi tri ndy ngang tim nguc bon luc si, nhin bon cai dau
to twdng cta ho, gi cd cam giac khoang cach vo cing gan, tudng chirng chi can nhic chan thoi 1a da
budc qua rdi vdy; ngang dau nhin 1én, miéng hd hinh vudng trén dinh tréng to 16n khac thuong, cai hd
ndy ciing phai dén bay tam mét vudng, tir khoang cach nay ngude nhin, vach bén cta hd dudng nhu rat
mong, udc chirng chua duoc mot centimet. Trac Moc Cudng Ba nheo mit quan sat, phat hién chd
miéng hd c6 tha xudng mot doan day leo, lai hoi gidng nhu day thing, trong 1ong tham kinh ngac tur
nht: “Chang 18 khi trudc tir trén miéng hd ndy c6 thang day tha xubng? Thoi gian 1au qua nén muc rira

hét ca r61? néu qua 1a vay, ching ta 1am sao 1én dugc?” Sau do ga lai nghi: “Khong dung, néu nhu co



thang day, bat ké 1a thir gi, it nhat nd c6 muc rira thi ciing phai roi xudng bén dudi, nhung bon ta c6
phat hién gi dudi do6 dau, chéng qua cling chi tim dugc mot vai soi1 thuc vat & gitra buc bai té kia, ma
néu roi tir day Xuéng, khong thé nao roi vao trong buc bai té duoc, rot cude 1 thé nao day?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba lai lay lay cai nay, dong dong cai kia trén mai toc hinh ran cta nit than Mat
trang, xong ciing khong phat hién duoc gi. Ga l1ay lam that vong, liic ndy Pudng Man bén duéi cling da
nhan ra gi da bién mat, dang lo lang 16n tiéng ho goi. Trac Moc Cudng Ba thd dai mot tiéng, vo tay
vao mdt con rin d4, chuin bi leo Xuéng. Khong ngo, tay vira chan vao con ran nay, cam giac mat lanh,
da ran tho rap hon nhitng con rin khac rat nhiéu, lai con hoi dan héi nita. Trac Moc Cudng Ba lay 1am
ky quai, lai vO manh thém hai phat nita, con ran da kia dot nhién ngoanh dau qua, d6i mat 4m tram lanh
180 nhin chdm chim vao mit gd. Hoa ra day 1a mdt con ran that!

Trac Moc Cuong Ba lam sao ngd duoc, gitra bao nhi€u con ran da nay, lai c6 mét con tran that an
nup. Ga quén ca s¢ hai, cling quén luén bo chay, ctir ban than ngy ra tai cho, dau oc xuét hién hién
twong tam thoi tréng rong. Con trin ndy khong hiéu ¢ phai dd mé con ran d4 ndo, dang biéu 16 tinh
cam thi bi Trac Moc Cudng Ba phd mat chuyén t6t, 1y 1am tirc gian, miéng ha 16n, chuin bi lao b vé
phia gi, nhung hiém ndi thé hinh nd qua 16n, nhat thoi ltra gian cling che md ca dau oc, cai dau to
tudng lai ket gitra hai con ran da khac, cach mit Trac Moc Cuong Ba chi ¢c6 méy centimet, hoi tho
tanh 10m pha ra lam gi dung dwa nhu mudn ngd. Lic nay, Trac Méc Cudng Ba mdi c6 phan tg, gi
run ca ngudi, ra strc 1Ui vé phia sau ma quén béng mit minh dang ¢ dau, két qua than dudi 1ai mot
budc, than trén cling ket cirng gitra cac con ran da, khong thé cur dong. Con tran kia ra strc van veo
than minh, toan rat dau ra khoi chd ket, Trac Moc Cudng Ba ciing xoay chuyén than trén hong len ra
trude, mot ngudi mot trin déu dang lay lac phan hong, hai guong mit chi cach nhau c6 vai centimet,
ctr nhu 1a dang nhay di¢u rumba.

Cubi cung, Trac Mdc Cuodng Ba ciing giang ra duoc trude. Ga lua theo khe hd giira nhitng con ran
da leo xuéng phﬁn ria dau nir thin, bAm vao mot than con ran da truot xuéng tai, rOi tir tai lai truot
Xuéng bo vai buc tuong, ké d6 bam vao vat 40 nhanh nhen tut tiép Xuéng dudi, vira tut vira kéu 1én:
“Pirng tim nita, t6i & diy! Min Man, thay gido, chay nhanh 1én! C6 con trin! N6, nd, nd xudng dén noi
bay gio!”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba leo mdt mach xudng dat, kéo tay gido su Phuong Tan noi: “Chay mau, chay
mau, n6 téi 16i...”

Gi4o su Phuong T4n va lat ma A La danh mit nhin Trac Moc Cudng Ba, rdi lai ngang du nhin 1én
cao, sau do hoi: “Cau...cau khong nhin lam déy cht?” “Cau c6 hoa mét khong?” “Anh, hay 1 anh van
chua khoi han?” Ngudi hoi cau cudi cing, chinh 12 Pudng Man.

Trac Moc Cuong Ba d¢ dat ngoanh dau lai, tuong nit than van dimg do, khoan thai ma nghiém

trang, anh mat duong nhu gi€u cot, nao cd trdn c¢d ran gi nira. Ga 1am bam no1: “Khong thé nao, anh



khong thé nham dugc, né nhin chdm chim vao anh mdt lac 1au, & ngay bén trén do éy. Trong dam
twong ran Ay, c6 mot con 1a that...” Ga con chua dut 101, Pudng Man da dua tay so 1én tran. Trac
Moc Cuong Ba cam thiy rd rang, ban tay ¢ lanh toat, hon nita con dang run riy khe khé.

Trac Moc Cuong Ba gat tay Puong Man ra, trach méc: “Moi ngudi... khong tin tdi sa0?”

Gio su Phuong Tan tho dai: “Cudng Ba a, chi ¢ diéu, cau ltc niy, so v4i phan tng lic trang doc
14n dau tién, gan nhu gidng hét d6.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba vo dau buc tai, 1an dau tién trung doc 1a nhu thé nao, g3 hoan toan khong con
an tuong gi nita. Puong Man danh an ti: “Em. .. em tin anh ma.” Nhung giong cd ciing hét sitc mién
cudng. Boi lac Trac Moc Cudng Ba c6 phan tng tring doc, ba ngudi ho phai tén rat nhiéu stc luc
mdi giit chit duoc gi lai, luc Ay gd ctr hét am hét 1 18n, hay tay khua loan, khong ngimg gao thét: “Lii
xac udp kia mubn an thit t6i! Chung n6 mudn an thit t6i! Chuang n6 dén roi, chay mau, chay mau, dén
r6i...”

Gi4o su Phuong Téan noi: “Pugc roi, ching ta cu chuén bi dién cao ap di, néu ding 1a that thi con
d6i pho duoc.” Nghe ong nodi vy, Puong Man lién ldy trong ba 16 ra mot cai hop nho trong nhwr roi
dién phong bon sam s& cua cac co gai, chi to hon bao thudc 14 mot chut. C6 liée nhin tin hiéu trén hop,
doan n6i: “Chi dung duge mot 1an, hét pin roi.”

Gio su Phuong Tan néi: “Pu r6i. Pén gid ching ta van chua c6 phat hién gi méi, toi dinh thir cai
kia xem thé nao.” Ong chi tay vao buyc bai té, doan néi tiép: “O d6 khong cé xuong cbt hay nhitng dau
vét khac, chic 1a chot tong. Cau tudi tré lai khoe manh nhat trong bon ngudi chung ta, hiy thir gidm lén
d6, ching tdi s& budc diy an toan cho cau, néu c6 gi khong on thi hiy chay 1én that nhanh. Toi da
nghién ctru ky r6i, xung quanh khong c6 vé gi 13 ¢6 biy rap nguy hiém chét ngudi ca, cing lam ciing
chi 1a du6i san nha phat ra &m khi cong kich thoi, chi can ciu chay ra khoi buc bai té duoc thi s&
khong con nguy hiém nita.”

Vé dau 1au xwong cot, Trac Moc Cuong Ba da nghe miy ngudi gido su Phuong Téan giai thich, day
13 kinh nghiém tich lily dugc & hai ting dudi, pham 12 noi ndo c6 xuwong ngudi, qua nita 1a chd dy c6
co quan chét biy chi mang, nhitng bd xuong dy chinh 14 tiéu chi canh bao noi nao nguy hiém. Xung
quanh co quan c6 thé dap 1én bén trong buc bai té kia khong c6 xuong cbt gi, dd an toan ctia nd cé thé
nang 1én t&1 ndm muoi phﬁn tram, mic du 13 thé, song bon giao su Phuong Tan cling chuin bj hét strc
chu ddo, trudc d6 da dung ba 16 dé thtr, nhung chic 1a khong du trong luong, nén mdi dinh dé Trac
Moc Cuong Ba mao hiém mot 1an.

Sau khi buc day an toan, Puong Man dian do g vai ciu, rdi gido su Phuong Tan hoi: “Chuan bi
xong chua?”’

Trac Moc Cudng Ba ding ¢ bac thang cudi cling bén trong buc béi té, gat gat dau, roi theo 101 gido

su Phuong Tan, trude tién thdo mdt chan ra gidm thir, khong c6 phan tng gi; sau d6 ga tio gan hon,



gidm cé hai chan 1én phién d4, cling khong phan tng gi; nhay tai chd may luot, cling khong phan tGng;
gi dung strc giam chan, van khong c6 phan tng. Trac Mdc Cudng Ba chia hai tay, nhiin vai chan nan.
Gido su Phuong T4n can than budc xudng, dé lai lat ma A La va Puong Man giir day thing, rdi 6m
Trac Moc Cudng Ba ciing nhay 1én trén san, song nén nha van chi 1a nén nha, khong hé nhich dong chit
nao.

Gi4o su Phuong Tan budng Trac Moc Cudng Ba ra, ngdi thup xudng, gd bén nay roi nhin bén kia,
nghi hodc thot 1én: “L& ndo ching ta d doan sai?” Sau d6, ca lat ma A La va Pudng Man ciing xudng,
bdn ngudi cling ding trén phién da Ay, song van khong hé cam giac ra duge cd co quan mdy moc nio
dugc khoi dong ca.

Lat ma A La ngdi xom bén mép phién d4, noi: “khong, khong sai dau, nhin vét tich cua phién da nay
va cac mép xung quanh, nd phai chim xuéng méi dang, chang 18 13 trong lugng ctia bon ngudi ching ta
van chua do u? Hay 12 bi gi sét & dau d6 mat r6i?”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan dig day phii tay néi: “Théi bo di, xemra chung ta chi con lai dudng ham toi
tam kia dé di thoi, hinh nhu 13 di vé phia Nam gian sanh phia Dong, phai khong nhi?”

“Pgi chut d3,” lat ma A La 1én tiéng, “cho t61 xem may tinh xach tay dugc khong?” Gido su
Phuong Tén lién dua may tinh cho 6ng. Lat ma A La lai noi: “Phia Nam gian sanh phia Pong va gian
sanh phia Tay, déu c6 mot gian sanh khéc, trong d6 c6 hai birc trong nam, ¢6 thé mo ra xép chung mot
chd duoc khong?” Gido su Phuong Tan lién nhanh nhen sap xép cho hai birc tugng ciing hién 18n trén
man hinh. Lat ma A La néi: “Xem xem c6 gi khac khong!”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan thot 1én: “Khong dit vao mot chd so sanh thi that khong thé nhin ra duoc,
phuong huéng va vi tri 6m vii khi cta hai birc twong ndm ndy chang hai hoa chit nao, sao lai nhu vay
chtr nhi?”

1. dich nghia theo tir tiéng Phan Jtvaj i vaka, con goi ménh ménh diéu hay sinh sinh diéu 1 chim than trong truyén thuyét Phat gido; trong
kinh Phat goi la tuyét son than diéu, mot than hai dau, mat ngudi minh chim. o1 sau khi dich van tiéng Phan thuong dung hai chit ‘cong
ménh’ (cing mang) dé dich nghia. Trong nhac 1oc son dao ldm nhi ty hanh cua D4 Phi ¢6 viét “Lién hoa giao hudng cong m¢nh
diéw/kim bang song hoi tam tc 6.” Nghia la: “Con chim cong ménh cung hét dai sen/Ba chén, v6 canh hai phen pha vang.”



Nudc dia nguc

Lat ma A La gat dau noi: “Ngay luc dau trong thiy hai birc twong ndm nay toi d thiy khong on rdi,
nhung khong néi ra dugc chd nao bat binh thudng, cho t6i khi niy, nghe Cudng Ba ho hét trugt tir trén
tuong nir than xuéng, t61 moi dé ¥ t61 mot van dé. Moi nguo1 nhin xem, buc tuong trén vai nir than éy,
da cha y thay chua?”

Gido su Phuong Tan dap: “La hoa than dung khong, hoa tin Tava, pho ta nit thin Mt tring cai
quan ting dia nguc thir sau, dau ngudi minh chim, 13 canh tay dic lyc cua nit than.”

Lat ma A La lai noi: “Néu da 1a canh tay déc luc, tay trai co 101, vay con tay phai dau?”

Giao su Phuong Tan trAm ngdm: “Y ctia dai su 13, thuy than, khong thiy thily than c6 phai khong?”

Lat ma A La chi vao ngon lira dang chay: “Pay 1a dia nguc ctia nuéce va lira, 1tra — ching ta déu
trong théy roi, vay thi con nurdc dau?”” Noi doan, Ong ta lai liéc mét nhin tuong da trén man hinh may
tinh.

Gio su Phuong Tan lién hiéu ra: “Burc trong da nay, 1& nao chinh 1a thuy than? A, phai r6i, t6i nhd
ra 101, ting khai quat duoc mot bire twong thily than, twong tac thanh hinh mot phu nit 1dy tay gat nudce
trong ho.”

Lat ma A La néi: “Khéng chi twong ndm, ca hai birc twong dan ong dtng trong hai gian sanh con lai
cling 1 thily than, nhirng thily than ¢6 gidi tinh khac nhau.”

Gido su Phuong Tan reo 1én: “Vay thi c¢6 thé hiéu duoc roi, néu 1a thay than, dang 18 trong tay ho
phai khong ¢6 vii khi méi dang, chinh 14 nhirng thir vii khi 4y 1am chung ta hiéu 1am, c6 ngudi ¢d y sap
xép nhu vay!”

Lat ma A La gat ddu: “Néu may mon vii khi nay khong phai cua thay than...” Ong nguéce 1én nhin
bbn birc trong d4 trede mit, vira hay ciing 1a bon buc, chiéu cao kich ¢& cling ngang nhau. Gido su
Phuong Tan va lat ma A Lalién lap tirc kiém tra lai mot lugt ca bdn birc tuong éy.

Chi thoang sau do, gido su Phuong Tan d phat hién trén tay dit sat ngudi cia miy birc tugng trong
nhu vé s d6 c6 mdt 15 nho, bi bun dat bit kin nén vira nay kiém tra khong nhan ra dugc. Cai 16 nay
tron vanh vanh. Lat ma A La thd ngon tay vao, bén trong nhu c6 banh riang bang kim loai. Ong ca mirng
reo 1én: “Khong sai dau, ddy chinh 1a chdt khai dong co quan r6i.” Gido su Phuwong Tan lién ndi ngay:
“Chung ta mang bén mén vii khi kia lai ddy cam vao trong 16 thir xem, nhanh Ién.”

Bon nguoi lién chia ra hanh dong, Trac Moc Cudng Ba va lat ma A La mang vé trudc tién, qua
nhién chd tay cAm cua thir vii khi 4y c6 két cAu ring cua chia ra ngoai, hoan toan khop véi 15 trén tay

twong than. Trac Moc Cuong Ba dinh van thtr, nhung b1 lat ma Ala ngan lai: “Poi chut da, phai van



ca bon thanh mot lac méi duoge.”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan ciing mang vii khi kia vé&, cdm vao mot birc tudng khac, mii sau Puong Man
mdi hi hyc tré lai, nira kéo nira 18 thr vii khi dai thuot 4y, trong vo cling vat va. Trac Moc Cudng Ba
vOi chay toi giup co mdt tay. Vira d& 1ay mon vii khi tir tay DPuong Man, g chot nghe lat ma phia sau
kéu 1én: “Can than trén dau c6 thir gi roi xubéng!” Trac Moc Cudng Ba khong hiéu gi ca, gid luon thanh
vii khi d6 1én, canh tay tram xudng, hinh nhur vira gat mot vat gi 6 vira 16n vira dai sang mot bén. Dén
gio gd mdi nhin rd, hoa ra lai chinh 14 con trin trén du blrc twong nit than khi ndy, hai tay khong tu
chi duoc ma khé run 1én. Cling may lat ma A La chi noi can than trén dau, cha khong néi can than con
tran, bang khong, lic ndy gi di bi con quai vat kia cudn 1y r6i. Pudng Man nap sau lung Trac Moc
Cuong Ba, rt1 1én so hai.

Thi ra, con trin kia bi ket gitta bui ran d4 chit qua, ving vay mii tir ndy gid méi thot ra duoc, lién
tirc khic truon theo canh tay twong nit thin bo xudng, bi Trac Moc Cudng Ba gat ving xudng dat, lin
mot vong, roi lai nhanh chong ngoc cai dau to twdng 1én. Poi mat rin lanh lung han hoc nhin chim
cham vao Trac Moc Cuong Ba, khong ngimng 1¢ 1 cai 1udi, can co khong ngimg dung dua ra trude roi
lai vé phia sau, sin sang x0 tGi dop mot phat bat cir liic ndo. Con trin khong 16 nay dai tdi gan tam
mét, ca lat ma A La 13n gido su Phuong Tan déu ngdy ngudi ra tai chd, cling chua ¢ kinh nghiém dbi
pho v&i1 con quai vat nay bao gio.

Gido su Phuong Tan can trong mé khoa kéo ba 16, chuan bi 14y chiéc dén pha bén trong ra, lat ma
A La chot noi khé: “Dung Derter ay.” Gido su Phuong Tan ldy lam kho hiéu, d6 1a mot loat thude khir
mui, bon ho thuong dung dé giét mot s6 loai con tring nhd ma thoi

Con trin cling khong luong trude duoc bén dudi lai co bon dong vat nhé dimg thang trén hai chin
nhu thé, d6i mét ran nghi hodc dao tron, thim nhii: “Rét cude nén dn con ndo trude day?” Song phuong
déu chua co6 sy chuan bi, lac nay trong dai sanh lai Véng 1én tiéng rit the thé sic nhon, bén trai mot
tiéng, bén phai mot tiéng, nghe tyra nhu ludi cua rit trén sat gi, khién ca bén ngudi déu dau nhéi ca tai,
16ng toc dung nguoc hét ca 1én. Con tran 16n vira nghe thiy 4m thanh d6, ciing nhu gip phai cudong
dich, dot nhién cudn than lai, tao thanh miy vong tron dong tim, ngdc dau 1én cao, miéng ha to hét ¢,
phat ra nhitng am thanh thi uy dac thu.

Ké d6, ca toa dai sanh vang 1én nhitng Am thanh “bich bich bich”, bon ngudi vira nghe 4m thanh nay
lién hiéu ra ngay, cam giac niy giéng hét nhu luc ho trong thdy con vat khong 16 khi ndy di dong. Hai
duong ham cao 16n & hai bén, cing luc xudt hién hai con quai tha vi dai, ma ciing khong thé noi 1a
quai thi dugc, d6i mat tron den nho xiu 1ap 1anh nhu hai vién tran chau, cai miéng nhon nhon, trén miii
c6 miy soi rau, doi tai tron, than thé map mip, t&r chi ngan ngin, kéo 18 sau lung mot cai dudi vira to
vira dai, rd mudi muoi 14 mot con chudt, chi c6 diéu...con chudt nay co thé hinh so dugc véi... con

voi!



Hai con chudt khong 16 chang budn dé mat t¢i bon ngudi bon Trac Moc Cuong Ba, ching chi nhin
chong choc vao con trin khong 10, xét vé mit thé hinh, con tran khong 10 kia duong nhu khdéng chiém
duoc chat wu thé ndo. Nhan luc bon quai thi dang gam ghé gidng co, Trac Moc Cudng Ba kéo tay
Puong Man can than nhich vé phia chd gido su Phuong Tan, khe kh& hoi lat ma A La: “Pai su, cai. ..
cai thir Ay...d6 14 hai con chudt 4?”

Lat ma A La sira lai: “Khong, khong phai hai con, ma 13 hai “6ng” chudt méi dtng.” Gido su
Phuong Tan diéu chinh 6ng kinh may quay hudng vé chd hai con chudt khong 16, 1am bam noi: “That
khong thé ngd, khong ngd con ¢ thé nhin thiy nhitng sinh vat 18 ra da tuyét ching roi, tin tirc ndy ma
truyén ra ngoai dam bao s& 1am ca thé gii phai chin dong.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba kinh ngac thot: “Sao ha? Thay giao nhan ra bon nay a? Chiing khong phai 13
két qua cua dot bién gien u?”

Lat ma A La noi: “Lam sao ma d6t bién gien thé dugc. bay 1a chudt khéng 16 chau My, theo cac
nha khoa hoc, bon chiing da bién mat trén bé mit dia cau nay tor bay muroi triéu ndm trudce roi, dén nay
chi phat hién dugc hoa thach théi. Mot con chudt khéng 16 trudng thanh, thé hinh hoi 16n hon con té
gidc mot chut, nhung hoi nho hon so véi voi chdu Phi. Sao ha, cac cau khong nghién ctru vé céc loai
dong vat ting sinh séng trén dai luc Nam M§ nay ha?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba ngdy ngudi ra noi: “Cac loai dong vat tirng sinh song & day, chung toi 1am sao
ma nghién ctru dugc?”

Lat ma A La thd dai néi: “Xemra cac cau ding 1 hoc hanh chang ra gi. Khong nghién ciru vé vin
héa khu viee Nam My, ciing khong nghién ctru vé céac su kién tién str, vay khi gip phai chuyén gi bat
ngd, cac ciu chi biét hoang mang cudng quyt 1a phai r6i.”

Pudng Man dua vao sau lung Trac Moc Cudng Ba, ndi: “Chung ta, ching ta di khoi day di, em so
qua.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba an ti: “Anh ciing so 1am, nhung 1am sao ma di day? Nhung anh nghi, thay gido
thé nao ciing c¢6 cach.”

Lic ndy, ba con thi khong 16 kia d3 lao vao quan nhau. Vi than hinh chudt khong 16 chdu My qué to
16n, khién con tran chi quén duogc trén minh n6 ¢6 mot vong, khong thé nao dung strc dugc, ma muébn
ha miéng nuét ching no, thi that chang khac ndo chuyén ran nudt voi ca; con bon chudt khong 16 lai co
ham rang va mong vudt sac nhon, chi théy hai con chudt nguoc lai con dung chi trude 6m chit léy than
tran, ha miéng cin vao 16p vay kién ¢ ctia dbi thi, con tran dau don cudn chit léy c6 mdt con chudt,
con chudt kia v41 nhao t&1 gitp déng loai. Chi thoang chdc, hai con chudt dd mot ddu mot dudi, 4n con
tran khong 10 xudng dat, khién né khong thé cudn xoan lai nita. Con trin Anaconda khong 160 Nam My
bi kéo thang do, trong chang khac gi con ca trach nam chd chét trén thét ca. Lic ndy, trong dudng ham

phia Pong gian sanh 16n lai ¢6 thém mot con chudt chiu My khong 16 1ao ra. Lat ma A La gio mdi noi



v6i gido su Phuong Tan: “Tinh hinh khong 6n 16i, gid chd nay nhu 14 6 cta chung thi phai.”

Gido su Phuong Tan ciing hiéu rd, néu con tran 1on bi an hét, tiép theo s& dén luot bon ho 1am mén
trang miéng sau bita ctia miy con quéi vat ndy, voi ndi nhanh: “Mau 1én, cam cai cudi cung vao. Toi
dém mét, hai, ba, chung ta cliing luc ding strc, chuyén dong tay cam theo chiéu kim dong hd, xoay t&i
khi nao khong thé tiép tuc nita thi thoi, hiéu chua ha?” Noi doan, ong ngudce nhin tugng nit than Mt
trang, roi tiép 1i: “Sau do, bat ké 1a xay ra chuyén gi, cling phai 14p ttrc tréo 18n trén kia.”

Bén dudi buc bai té, bdn con tht khéng 16 van giéng co kich 1iét, bén trén, bon nguoi déu da ding
& vi tri cia minh. Nghe gido su Phuong T4n phat 1énh, bon thanh vii khi dai bat dau tir tir xoay chuyén,
xoay hét bén vong mdi ding lai, sau d6 13 mot khoang lang ngan ngui, ngodi tiéng “chit chit” cia li
chudt va tiéng “si si” cua con tran khong 16, trong sanh khong con am thanh nao khac. Bon ngudi khong
kip dimng lai, cing khéng kip nghi ngoi gi nhiéu, cting nhao t¢i bam vao twong nit than Mt tring, bat
dau tréo 18n cao. Leo dugc chtrng mot ntra, gido su Phuong Tan mdi suc nhd ra mot van dé vo cung
nghiém trong, lién quay sang hoi Trac Moc Cudng Ba: “Bén trén ¢ con nita hay khong?” Vira nghe
héi vay, tim Trac Moc Cuong Ba nhu trAm xuéng mot nhip, ga than tho tra 161 “Ai ma biét dugc
chu!”

Luc nay, h¢ théng da bat dau khoi dong, mat d4t chin dong, san nha rung 1€n, nhitng luc s cao hon
hai chuc mét kia ha to miéng, tira ho nhur dang gao 1én dau dén, ngon lira ruc r& chay cang manh hon
bdi phan, nit thin Mt tring. .. phin nd r6i! Bén ngudi treo lo limg trén cao, bam chit vao vat 4o ctia
birc twong nir than, khé nhoc dgi cho con dia chin cép do nhe nay qua di. Théy lat ma A La cui dau
nhin xuéng dudi, Trac Moc Cudng Ba lién hoi: “Pai su, bén dudi c6 bién d6i gi khong?”

Lat ma A La lac dau: “Khong thdy gi! Hinh nhu khong c6 gi ca.” Loi 6ng chua dut, mat dat lai bat
dau rung 1én ban bat, dudng nhu c6 chét co quan & noi nao khac ciing bi mé ra. Sau dot chin dong thir
hai, gido su Phuong Tan néi: “Hét cach roi, liéu mot phen vay, tréo 18n dinh dau bire twong nay roi
tinh tiép.” Pot chin dong thir hai nay twong d6i ngan, thoi gian ngung lai kha dai. Trac Moc Cuong Ba
sap leo 1én toi vai nit than thi dot chan dong thir ba lai bat dau. Lan ndy cam giac yéu hon mot chut,
dudng nhu & mdt noi cach ting ndy rat xa c6 mot co quan ndo diy bi mo ra. Lat ma A La dot nhién kéu
1én: “Nhin kia! La nuéc!” Trong miéng ctia bdn luc si, nude phun a0 o, trong nhu bon dong thac 16m
sam sap do xudng dia ngyc clia nude va lira nay.

Noi 16i thong giita tang bon va tang ndm, mot ddm du kich dang hoang mang nhin quanh. Gid quan
s6 ctia chung chi con mot phan tu so véi lc tién vao dia cung, ca bon nhu chim so canh cong, bt cir
tiéng dong nao ciing déu khién chiing run bin ca than minh. Gonzales tim toc Basaka lac manh: “Phai
binh tinh! Phai binh tinh! Bao v&i chiing n6 khong duoc lam loan 1én... lai c6 thang khén nio gidm
phai bay roi ha?”

Mot tén linh du kich run ray néi: “Hinh nhw, hinh nhw khong phai biy cua ting nay.”



Gonzales loi tay ra, thd phao nhe nhom: “Khong phai thi tot, khong phai thi tot...”

Tang nam, Soares dang ding lai phia truéc mot vat khong 16 bang da. D6 vat nay nhin chinh thé thi
hoi gidng mot cai nghién muc khong 10, dai rong déu hon chuc mét, & giira ¢ vo so hd triing, ¢o cau
vom, ¢6 ca duong thoat nude, xem chirng nhu 1a mé hinh hé théng nudc ngam cia mot thanh tri phon
vinh. Dot chin dong vira réi ciing 1am kinh dong dén y, Soares ngang dau 1én, 1am bam: “Ai mé co
quan tﬁng thtr sdu vay nhi, sao lai c¢6 nguoi di tir dudi 1€n? That 1a la. Hic héc, tir tﬁng sdu ma mudn
1én ting ndm, chi e 1a hoi hung hiém. Phai vuot qua chd d6...” Y lic manh dau: “Khong thé ndo, nguoi
binh thudng khong thé nao di qua d6 duge.”

Cudi cung ho ciling leo 1én dugc dinh dau tuong nir than. Sau khi kiém tra ki ludng mot lugt trong
dam ran da, xac dinh khong con con tran nao khéac nita, bon ngudi mdi thd phao nhe nhdm, tam thoi
nghi ngoi duogc gidy lat. Lat ma A La cham cht quan sat phan miéng céac luc si, chi thiy nudc tudn xoi
x4, ong nhin mot lic, bong nhién thot 1én: “La hd nude trén dinh, nguoi Maya da nbi lién hd nude
khong 16 trén dinh véi ting ndy.” Trac Moc Cudng Ba thic mac: “Sao dai su biét?”

Lat ma A La chi tay Xuéng nudce: “Dudi nude kia, c6 ca!” “Ha!” Trac Moc Cuong Ba kéu 1€n, 10
c4 trong cai ho ay khong phai thir tot lanh gi, tinh hinh lac ndy tré nén cang thém bé bét. Ga cai ngudi
xu6ng nhin, chi thdy miy con chudt chau My khong 16 da chay bién tir lic ndo, ca con tran ciling thira
co trén mat, nd von la cao thil boi 16i ma. Lat ma A La ciing cti dau nhin xudng, nudc dang khong
ngirng nudt 1ay tirng bac thang dén 1én buc bai té, 1ii ca an thit ngudi khong ngirng nhay vot 1én khoi mat
nude. Ong chau miy noi: “Tai sao nudc dang nhanh thé nhi? Chd phun nudce c6 18 khong chi ¢ bon
btrc tugng luc s nay, nhitng noi khac cling dang phun nu¢c thi phai.”

Gio su Phuong Tan néi: “Con nhd vi tri gitra bén gian sanh con lai khong, t6i nghi chin dong vira
roi chinh 14 do bén canh cira Ay bi mo ra day.”

“Chfmg trach.” Lat ma A La dot nhién vo tay mot cai: “Co quan khéo 1¢o that! Thiét ké tinh té that,
toi nghi minh d4 hiéu ra r6i! Thi ra 1 nhu vay!”

Gio su Phuong Tan hoi: “Ngai nghi ra diéu gi vay?”

Lat ma A La noi: “Ong con nhd khi chiing ta tir ting thir bay di 1én, khong gian ban nguyét & ting
nay bi mdt canh ctra da bit chat lai khong, luc éy to1 da ngo vuc, tai sao tﬁng nay lai dong chat dén thé,
gio thi coi nhu da hiéu rdi.”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan ciing tinh ngd: “Thi ra tang nay von 1a dé tich nudc, bang khong thi da khong
goi 14 dia nguc ctia nuée va lira roi.”

Lat ma A La b6 sung thém: “Chang nhitng nhu vay, day 1a mot két cau lién hoan. Khi nude tich tu
dén mot mirc d6 nhit dinh, ap luc khé)ng 16 de nang xuéng san, co quan ¢ gitta hai buc bai té ma suc
chung ta khong thé 4n xudng kia s& bi nudc dé xudng. Néu t6i doan khong 1am, chdt co quan phai dung

dén ap luc nudc khong 16 an xuong ay, chinh 1a dung d€ md céanh clra d4 va nang tam ludi tam ludi



kim loai c6 miii nhon ning né kia 1én, chi ¢6 strc manh 16n nhu thé méi c6 kha nang dua cura d4 va tAm
lu6i kim loai 4y tré vé vi tri ban dau ma thoi.”

Gido su Phuong Tan gat gat dau: “Hiéu rdi, toi da hiéu roi, qua thuc la rat khéo 1éo tinh diéu, ho
da 191 dung strc manh cta tu nhién dé hoan thanh cong viéc con nguoi khong thé 1am ndi, khién cho ca
bd méay khong 16 nay c6 thé str dung lap di lap lai nhiéu lan.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba nhin gido su Phuong T4n va lat ma A La dang thio luan hét strc hung phén,
nam chit ban tay Pudng Man, lo 1ang hoi: “Thé nhung, 1am sao mdi 1én dugc trén kia day? Néu nudc
dang cao ntra, chiing ta s€ bi chét chim & day ca do.” Luc nay, muc nudce da ngap ca buc bai té, dang
dan dan nhan chim bén birc trong than nho kia.

Gido su Phuong Tan néi: “Pay dung 1a mot van dé. A, c¢6 réi, Man Man, chiéc bé da cta chung ta
dau, mo ra, néu nuéce dang cao to1 day, chung ta c6 thé sir dung b¢ da dé ndi 1én theo, nhur vay, co thé
loi dung strc nang ctia nuéc ma 1én thang tang trén ludn roi.”

Lat ma A La lac dau: “Khong thé duoc, nude khong dang cao t6i vy dau.” Ong chi vao ngon lira
dang chay, n6i: “Phan day ctia bon chiéc chau 16n kia c¢6 vét nude, chi sg moi ngudi khd ma nhin ra
duoc, nhung ngon lira d6 t6i gid van khong hé tat lyi, tir diém nay cling nén nghi ra, muc nudc sé
khong dang 1én cao qua ngon ltra. Chi can ap luc nude da mirc, cira da s& md ra, nuée lién theo d6 ma
chay di, dong thoi canh cira ndi lién v6i hd nude trén dinh s& dong lai. Cudi cliing, nudc & tang ndy sé
chay di bang hét, chi con lai mot it dong & giira buc bai té, c6 18 tirng ¢ thiy tdo rong réu trong ay
nira, vi vay ching ta mo1 phat hién ra thuc vat dang so1.”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan noi: “Vay thi, nguoi Maya ¢ dai 1am sao 1én trén dugc?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba noi: “Co thé ho dung thang day.” Ga chi tay vao doan day leo dirt bén mép cai
hé hinh vudng trén dau.

Lat ma A La nheo mat quan sat that k¥, réi dap: “Um, Cuong Ba doan khong sai dau, nhung day
khong phai day thirng thoi c6 dai, ma chac 13 thang day tir mdy nam trudc. Day thing 13 loai dé muc
nat nhat, mic du chi miy ndm nhung nira doan day kia da hong hét ca, phan con lai e da roi xuéng va
bi nude cudn di rdi.”

Cudi cung, 1an nay thi ca giao su Phuong Tan ciing khong con chil ¥ gi nita, 6ng hoi: “Vay phai lam
sao bay gio? Poi nudce rat? Chi so ching ta khong thé cam cu trong nude 1au nhu thé, hon nita, du
nude rat di ciing khong thé 1én trén d6 duoc.”

Lat ma A La ndi: “Van con mot con duong khéc, nhung so rang phai mao hiém mot chat.” Ong nhin
xudng dudi, nuéc da ngap bon pho twong thin nhd, dang dang dan 1én téi phan hong ciia twong nit
than,

Pudng Man néi: “Lat ma A La, dai su, dai su mudn noi, duGi nuée...”

Lat ma A La gat dau: “Khong sai, gio canh ctra thong ra theé gigi bén ngoai da mé ra roi, mac du



nude dang don vao day, mirc nude khong ngirng dang cao, con nudc trong hd phia trén lai giam di
dang ké, ap suit giam xudng, ching ta c6 thé boi qua tir cira truot ngdm dudi long dat kia.”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan lo lang ndi: “Mao hiém qué, chung ta khong hé biét bon canh cira trugt kia
thong di dau, néu hai bén déu bi dong lai...”

Lat ma A La lac dau: “Khong, toi da nghi k¥ roi, Moi ngudi thir nghi xem, lac chiing ta ¢ tang dia
nguc thir 7, khong chi c6 mé cung phtrc tap, hon nita con c6 rat nhiéu co quan bay rap, dén cudi cung
khi ra khoi mé cung rdi, van con phan quyét cudi ciing, mot cai bay gan nhu khién nguoi ta khong thé
ndo thoat ra ndi. Nhung con & tang nay thi sao? Sau lan dau tién chon dung hudng, thi doc dudng déu
hét strc binh an, khong hé c6 co quan bay rap gi, hoan toan khong phu hop voi cai tén dia nguc cua
nude va ltra gi ca, con hién nay, nudc va lira déu c6 roi, dia nguc...” Ong lai nhin xudng duéi 1 1an
ntra.

Gi4o su Phuong Tan da hiéu ra, khé kéu 1én; “Troi oi, y cua dai su 1a, bay gio, Canh ctra Bia nguc
mdi bat ddu mo ra, con ching ta phai vuot qua dong nudc, méi ¢6 thé coi nhu chinh thire tiép nhan
vao khio nghiém ctia dia nguc? DAy mdi 12 muc dich thuc sy ma ngudi Maya xdy dung tang dia nguc
nay u?” Lat ma A La chi gat git dau, khong noi thém gi nira.

Dia nguc cta nudc va lua

Khi nudc dang toi tay nir than Mt trang, bong nghe “um” mot tiéng, bé da dudi chan ho xuat hién
mot cudn xoay, ké d6 bon ngudi thdy rung rinh, ca birc twong nit thin tua hd nhu dang dich chuyén. Lat
ma A La thdt 1én: “Thi ra con hai ting co quan nita, cai dau tién khién twong nit than dang 1én, cai tha
hai m&1 m¢d cura da ra.”

Gio su Phuong Tan ndi véi tim 1y ctia ngudi gip van may: “Tuong nit than ndy lidu c6 ning 1én
cao t6i 161 thoat kia khong?”

Lat ma A La lac dau dap: “Khong, khong thé nao. Phién d4 dudi chan nir than 1a d¢a nguyén phién,
dién tich 1on 1am, néu dién tich nho hon thi e con nang 1én cao thém nita. Dirng quén dia nguc cua
nude va lira ndy 1a thiét ké cho nhitng hon ma, nhung ké tham san vinh vién khong thé ra khoi tang dia
nguc ndy dau. Giao su, ong 1a d6i trudng, can phai quyét doan ngay, néu ting co quan thir hai mé ra,
tat ca s& qua mudn do.”

Gido su Phuong Tan liéc nhin Trac Moc Cudng Ba va Pudng Man. Lan ndy 4nh mat cua tat ca
nhitng ngudi con lai déu tip trung vao ong, ap luc ong phai chiu vo cung 16n. Trac Moc Cudng Ba
tham thé phao nhe nhdm, cling may 14 gi khong phai nhom trudng ctia nhom ny. Co diéu gi cang lo
lang cho thay gido cta minh nhiéu hon.

Tuong nit than dang lén dén @6 cao ngang vo1 chau ltra, dot nhién tram xuéng, roi dung lai, theo do,
tim ctia ca bon nguoi cling déu ching xudng. Con muodi mét nita, 161 théng d6 thoat nhin thi ngay trude

mat, nhung sao lai xa x01 dén thé. Gido su Phuong Tan cuoi cung cling dua ra quyét dinh: “Tat ca doi



mii chiéu sang l1én dau, chuan bi 1an Xuéng nuéc! Man Man, ching ta chi chuén bi mdt binh dudng khi
tho1 dung khong?”

Puong Man cin moi néi: “Vang, chi ¢6 mot binh nim traim mililit oxy 16ng.” Gido su Phuong Tan
nhin binh oxy 16ng chi bang binh thudc diét con tring, trong 1ong 1dy 1am lo lang: bén nguoi ching ta,
ma chi ¢6 mot binh oxy nho thé nay thi.

Trong lac Puong Man lap rap thiét bi cung cap oxy, Trac Moc Cudng Ba va lat ma A La déu da
d61 xong mii chiéu sang. Nhin ngon lira chay phirng phirng, Trac Moc Cuong Ba néi: “Rét cudce 1a cai
gi chdy vay nhi? Tbi thay trong bon cai chau 16n d6 hinh nhu khong phai nuéc dau.”

Lat ma A La n6i: “Khong phai nude, ma 13 dau tho, bén trong déu 1a dau thd. Nhitng ngudi Maya
théng minh d bit noi nay bang tudng d4, sau d6 dan dau thd dudi long dat sau 1én cho vao bén cai
chau 16n ndy, ctr d6 tirng chat tirng chut mot vao, ngon lira trong chau s& khong bao gior tit lui ca.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba kéu toang 1én: “Dau thd? Dau thé khong phai mau den hay sao?”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan ciing chil y dén, vira ghi hinh vira dap: “Dau tho khong phai luc nao ciing den
ca dau, c6 mau d6, mau da cam, mau niu, mau xanh nita. O day la dau thé tdt nhat, nguyén chét nhat,
loai dau thé khong mau ndy gan nhu khong can loc qua nira, co thé tryc tiép sir dung luén nhu xdng.
Suy nghi ciia t6 tién ngudi Maya, qua thuc 13 tuyét diéu qua.”

Mot binh oxy 16ng, mdt van giam ap, mot mat na thd, nit nhin phun khi, vay la xong mot bo do cung
cap dudng khi duéi nude don gian, Pudng Man giao nd cho gido su Phuong Tan. Thu don xong hanh
trang, giao su Phuong Tan nhin dong nude cudn cudn dang 18n bén dudi, cam khai thét: “Day méi
dang 1a dia nguc day!”

Bon nguoi ding bén mép dau tuong than, nude di 18n tdi cam birc twong, gido su Phuong Tan noi:
“Chuén bj xong chua? Chung ta xudng nuée thoi. Nhat dinh phai theo sat t6i, & dudi nude khong co
duong ra ciing khong c6 dudng khi, hdu qua thé nio chic moi nguoi ciing biét rdi.” Néi xong, ong lién
nhay luén xudng nudc.

Lat ma A La nhic nho: “Can than c6 bay!”

Puong Man dua anh mit chan chtra tinh cam nhin Trac Mdc Cudng Ba, rdi nhiy xudng thir hai.
Trac Moc Cudng Ba 1am bam: “Duéi dy vira ¢6 trin khong 16 vira co cé dn thit nguoi, con can bay
rap gi nira day?”

Lat ma A La ndi: “Dudi nude 1a dia ban cua cé an thit nguoi, con tran khé)ng 16 kia chi con duong
b6 chay thoi, nhung gio dong nude khong 6n dinh, bon cé dn thit nguoi kho ma tap két thanh dan 1on
duoc, chiing ta van con co may.” Noi xong, ong va Trac Moc Cudng Ba ciing trudc sau nhiy xudng
nudc.

Bon nguoi boi thanh mot hang doc, mét nhin chdm chidm vao anh sang cua chiéc mi chiéu sang phia

trudce, chi sg bi bo lai, dén luc ay s€ sac nudc ma chét mdt cach v cung dau khod. Anh sang trong



nude rat mo mit, pham vi chiéu sang ctia mii bi thu hep lai trong khoang cach dudi nam mét. Khi gido
su Phuong T4n tim thiy canh ctra khong 16 dudc san nha kia, chuyén binh dudng khi mot vong, bon
ngudi moi tiép tuc tién tdi. Pi qua canh cua Ay xudng dudi chimg nim mét, mai co thé tién tiép theo
phuong ngang, dong nude déu chiy ca vé mot hudng, mudn thoat ra duge, bon ngudi phai 13n ngugc
dong nudc éy. D0 sdu nay, lai mot lan nita thé hién tri tué cua nguo1 Maya, hai muroi mét chiéu sau,
chinh 1a cyuc han ctua con nguoit khi 13n khong thiét bi. Ap lyc nu6ce cuc 16n ép chit 1én co thé, khién
ngudi ta hd hap kho khin, nén khéng chuan bi sin nit tai dé can bang lai ap luc, tai nguoi sé bi ap luc
& do sdu nay lam mat di cam gidc phuong hudng va can bang.

Gi4o su Phuong Tan di truéc dan dudng, boi nguoc dong duge chirng hai chuc mét, lai khong thé
khong cho moi ngudi thd thém mot 1an. Bdng nhién, dudng ham phia trude hién ra rat nhidu vat the
tréng nhu nhirng xdc tu ctia mdt con quai vat, miy ngudi boi lai gin méi phat hién, thi ra 1a vo s6 day
xich kim loai cudn thanh tirng cudn. Lat ma A La voi xua tay ra hi€u canh bao, bao nhitng ngudi con
lai tuyét doi khong duoc lai gﬁn day xich, lam dong nhirng so1 xich nay rat ¢ kha nang s€ kho1 dong
bay chét gi d6 ciing nén.

Boi thém ndm muoi mét nira, phia trrdc dot nhién xuat hién duong ré, mot dudng ham hinh vuong
hudng 1én trén, mot hinh tron hudng vé bén trai. Gido su Phuong Tan mubn dot pha qua cira him
hudng 1én phia trén, nhung dong chay bén trén ap xuéng, miy lan ong déu bi dong chay xdi tré lai vi
tri cli. Lat ma A La quan sat cira ham hinh tron gidy 14t, roi ra hiéu dudng ndy c6 thé thong, bon nguoi
lai huéng vao ctra ham hinh tron. Trong thoi gian do, ho lai phai ddi hoi cho nhau hai 1an, nhin nét mit
ngiém trong ctia gido su Phuong Tan ¢ thé nhin ra ngay, lwong oxy long di tiéu hao rat nhiéu. Bén
trong duong ham, vach da co6 tuong khiac mit ngudi, udc chirng 16n hon hai hoic ba lan dau ngudi
that, ca phia trén cling ¢ trgng mit ngudi hudng xudng. Trong 1an nude dyuc ngau tdi om chi ¢o chat
anh sang mo mo, ¢6 vo s cip mat dang nhin, ké cudi nguoi gian, ké so hii ngudi ming vui... Puong
ham dai dé“mg dac, cam giac tua nhu bi nhin cham cham & tit ca céc goc dog, co ho budc nguoi ta phai
trai qua hét cai gi goi 1a thé gian 4am lanh, nhan sinh bach thai.

Mot con ca in thit ngudi bong nhién boi ra tir miéng mot birc twong, vit qua trudc mit Puong
Min. Duéi 4nh sang ctia chiéc mil, ham ring sac nhon chia han ra ngoai ay anh 1én ddy yéu di. Puong
Man thoang giat minh, tdc d6 hoi cham lai. Trac Méoc Cuong Ba trong théy mot lwong khi 16n thoat ra
khoi miéng cd, con gido su Phuwong Tan thi dd di phia trudc mat roi, g voi vang boi lai, om lay
Pudng Man, ding miéng tiép thém cho ¢6 chat dudng khi. Trac Moc Cudng Ba 6m Puong Man, ca
hai cudn chit 1ay nhau trong lan nudc, dong thoi ga ciing 14y tay ra hiéu cho ¢6: “C6 mdi con ca nho,
viéc gi phai s chir.” Khoe mit Puong Man hoi nhudng 1én, khéng ngd da cuoi ngay duge. Lic ndy,
lat ma A La boi qua chd ho, 6ng vd nhe 1én ngudi Trac Moc Cudng Ba, ra dau doa nat, ¥ bao hai

ngudi: “Gid khong phai 1a Itic quan 1ay nhau nhu thé, con khong chay di cho mau!”



Trac Moc Cuong Ba con chua 1inh hoi dugc y lat ma Ala, bong théy Pudng Man hit manh mot
hoi, suyt chat nira thi hut hét ca dudng khi cta gi, gwong mit hai nguoi cach nhau chi trong gang tic,
chi théy Pudng Man c6 vé hét strc hoang loan, doi mét tron tron 1én to hét ¢3, gﬁn nhu 16i hin ra
ngoai, nhin chim cham ra phia sau lung gi. Trac Moc Cudng Ba voi ngoanh dau lai, duéi anh dén 1o
md, mot bong den khong 16 dang tir xa boi tdi, nhat thoi gi ciing khong nhin ré d6 1a thir gi, nhung ¢6
thé khang dinh mudi muoi d6 khong phai 1a con trin, cling khong phai chudt khong 16 Nam My, cang
khong phai bong ctia dan ca an thit nguo1, d6 chinh 1a mdt con ca 16n!

Hai nguoi voi tich ra, dudi theo gido su Phuong Tan va lat ma A La ¢ phia trudc. Trac Moc
Cudng Ba thiy 10ng nguc hoi tung tirc, ga biét, d6 1a tin hiéu dudng khi trong co thé di tiéu hao hét do
nin thd qua 1au, gio than thé dang cuc ky can duoc hit tho, i tir tir chdm lai. Bong nhién cadm théy mot
xung e vo cung 16n. Trac Moc Cuong Ba voi nghiéng ngudi chim xudng, con ¢ 1on kia vira hay
luét vt qua dau gi, Trac Moc Cuong Ba chi thiy da dau lanh toét, chd tay gi cham phai, vira mém lai
vira tron, con ca 16n ndy dudng nhu khong ¢ xuong. Than thé con ca linh hoat di thuong, vira ludt
qua trén dau Trac Moc Cudng Ba, cai dudi 1ién qudy manh, nira than trude 1ién ngoat tré lai. Nho anh
sang ngon dén trén dau, Trac Moc Cudng Ba trong thdy mot cai miéng khong 16 rong téi nira mét, hai
moi trén dudi banh ra trong nhu hai cai thét g6, bén trong day rang 16m chom. Vira nhin thiy cai
mi¢ng nay, Trac Moc Cuong Ba da lap tirc y thic duoc, bon ho dang gap phai thtr gi... loai ca nuoc
ngot 16n nhét, hung hin nhat thé gidi, c4 tré an thit nguoi!

Ca tré an thit nguoi ¢ co thé dai trén ba mét, 13 loai ca nuédc ngot an thit tan bao nhét, kha nang tn
cong va mirc do nguy hiém ctia nd hoan toan khong hé thua kém c4 mép tring, cai dau tron tng nhur
thiy quai va cai miéng thét gan day dao nhon, khién tén n6 dugc ding dau trong danh sach cac loai ca
dang so nhit ving Nam My nay. C4 an thit ngudi Piranha ma gip phai con quai vat bung to niy ciing
phai chay cho that xa, vi chi can nd ha miéng ra la da nudt tron ca dan Piranha ri, nhung loai ca nay
cling giéng nhu loai ca nheo c6 ho gﬁn v&i 1o, thit an rat ngon, két qua co thé doan ra dugc, g10 trén
thé gidi chi con lai miy con, co thé ndi 12 dang bén bo tuyét ching,

Cai miéng khong 16 nham vao Trac Moc Cudng Ba xong t6i, & dudi nudce lai khong con bao nhiéu
hoi strc, qua thue Trac Moc Cudng Ba khdng co sirc ma tranh né nita, dung lac 4y, con cé tré an thit
nguoi lai dot nhién chuyén huéng, phia bén dudi né lao ra mot bong nguoi, thi ra chinh 1a lat ma A La
d3 tung chan d4 ving n6 di. Lat ma A La nhanh chong Gp mit na thé vao miéng Trac Moc Cudng Ba,
g hit lién tiép miy hoi, cudi cting ciing hdi phuc. Lat ma A La day Trac Moc Cudng Ba mot cai, gi
dang dua lai binh dudng khi cho 6ng, thi con ca tré an thit ngudi da bo1 vong trd lai, xem ra khong xo1
duoc thit nguoi nd cling quyét khong chiu bo cudc roi. Lat ma A La ra hiéu cho Trac Moc Cudng Ba
chay cho nhanh, r6i bong mé bao chong nuée, 1ay roi dién cao ap ra, nham thang vao dau con ca tré

khong 16 an xuong.



Trac Moc Cuong Ba da cach dat ma Ala gﬁn hai mét, viy ma van cam théy hai chan té ran, than
thé khong tu cha dugc giat ban 1én mot cai. Con ca tré dn thit nguoi rung 1én ban bat, quiy dudi mot
cai, hit lat ma A La trd lai, thoat cai da 1ui ra xa. Lat ma A La lai cang tham hon, nira than nguoi té
ctmg, chi c6 thé dung canh tay trai quat nuée, Trac Moc Cuong Ba voi dé ong hit mot hoi dudng khi.
Bong nhién c6 bot nude “oc oc” n6i 1én, mot miii giao den ngom dot nhién tir phia dudi choc vit 1én
ngay trudc mat hai ngudi. V6i toe d nhu thé, du trén dat bang ciing kho tranh, hudng hd 1a ¢ dudi
nude, lat ma A La cdi mii chiéu sang xudng, ra sirc ving vy, danh 1éch miy miii gido bén canh Puong
Man di, dong thoi dung canh tay dang hoi dan hdi phuc ra hiéu canh bao: “Bén trén miii gido c6 doc,
khéng thé cham vao.”

Bo thiét bi tho lai duoc ludn chuyén dén tay gido su Phuong Tan, 6ng lic manh binh dudng khi,
béo cho moi ngudi biét bén trong khong con bao nhiéu nira, roi ra hiéu cho ca nhom ting toc theo
minh. Trong dudng him ngap nude khi thi ngoat sang trai luc lai ngodt sang phai, ho ciing miy 1an so
cham vao chét by, c6 cai thi khong phan tg gi, ciing khong biét c6 chd nao chuyén dong hay dong lai
hay khong, c6 cai thi khién d4 roi, gidao ddm, may 1an déu vira kinh vira hiém, ciing may hop tac nhip
nhang nén méi tranh dugc thuong vong vé ngudi. Trac Moc Cudng Ba ¢6 4n tugng sdu sac nhat, 12
mot 1an khong hiéu gido su Phuong Tan hay Pudng Man cham phai chét by, tir miéng trgng mat
ngudi trong duong ham dot nhién phun ra mot luong 16n chat 1ong mau den nhur mure tau, khong o 1a
c6 doc hay khong, cling may ca bon boi nhanh, bang khong di bi vay lai trong do, thi khéng thé nhin
thay gi hét.

Gi4o su Phuong Tan van di trudce dan dau, nhin vé mit cang luc cang bdi rdi cua ong c6 thé nhan
ra, binh oxy 16ng nho xiu ctia ho sap can dén noi, con 16i ra thi vin & mii chd nao khong ai hay biét,
tham chi bon ho van dang quanh quan & tang dia nguc thir sau, khong dot pha dugc 18n trén mot chat
xiu ndo. Pudng Man theo sat sau lung 6ng, Trac Moc Cuong Ba va dat ma A La doan hau. Trac Moc
Cudng Ba bdng nhién cam giac c6 thir gi d6 quat qua mit minh, giéng nhu dung phai dam thuy tao, gi
chwa kip nghiéng dau, cai thir 4y da ludt qua mit. Trong mot thoang kinh hoang, Trac Moc Cuong Ba
lai phun ra mot luong 16n dudng khi. Ga vo1 bit chat miéng minh lai. Khong ngo vat éy 1a mdt cai dau
1au toc tai rii ruoi, xuong tring phd, trén dau van con mai toc bac pho, dung dua qua lai trong lan
nudc nhu mot con stra 16n, trong quai di kho ta ndi bang 101. Cai dau 1au dao lwon miy vong trong
nude, roi lao théng vao lat ma A La. Trac Moc Cuong Ba voi vy manh chiéc mii phat sang, ra hi¢u
cho lat ma A La phai can than.

Pang lan dudi nudc, dot nhién xuat hién su kién phi tw nhién nhu vay, d6i lai 13 ai ciing déu phai
giat ban minh 1én vi hoang hét. Nhung lat ma A La hoan toan khong hé rung dong, dng nham thang vao
cai dau 1au dang lao t6i ddm ra mot quyén, ké d6 tung ra ba ct da lién hoan hat ving n6 sang bén. Céi

dau 1au xoay mot vong, lai ham hyc truy toi. Lat ma A La vuon tay ra chop ldy toc nd, vira lic vira



giat, chi hai ba cai da giat tung ca mai toc éy ra. Cubi cung, ong lai boi thém mot ¢t méc cuc manh,
danh cho cai dau 1au ay ving ca xwong ham. Trong miéng dau lau dot nhién lao vat ra mdt con cé
Piranha. Lat ma A La nhanh tay nhanh mit, tay trai vuon ra chdp mot phat, dung sitc bop manh, con cé
nho lién bi bop thanh “ca kho™, cai dau lau kia ciing cham cham roi xuéng day nudc.

Trac Moc Cuong Ba chi biét trd méit ra nhin. Lat ma A La lai dua ra hiéu, hoi gd do ra déy lam gi,
con khong mau di nhanh. Phia trudc lai ¢6 16i ré, gido su Phuong Tan khong thé khong ngoanh dau lai
hoi y kién moi ngudi. Trong thoi khic sinh tir, khong ai c6 thé dwa ra dua ra chi y duoc ca. Lic nay,
Puong Mén chot cubng cudng chi vé phia sau, trong nudc xuat hién vo s6 ddm den nho, 1 ca Paranha.
Lat ma A La vira bop chét mot con, muli mau tanh da 1am nhitng con khéc theo téi day, cung lic tu
thanh mot dan 16n. Khong con thoi gian suy nghi, chd nio thong 13 boi ngay vao day, moi nguoi chi
biét bam theo gido st Phwong Tan chui ludn vao mot 161 r&, khong con kip suy tinh hau qua thé nao
nita. Khong ngd, phia trudc lai ¢ mot hang rao kim loai chan mat 16i di, dang lic hoang mang khong
biét xir tri ra sao, lat ma A La lay lay, phat hién ra hang rao nay c6 thé nhich dong, 6ng lién khong chat
do du ddy no ra, bdng nghe “cach”, mot canh ctra da di bit ludn duong ngdm lai, ngin cach 1ii ca sau
lung moi nguoi.

Bon ngudi nd nu cudi han hoan, nhung ciing khéng mirng r& duge bao 1au. Pudng him nudc nay
duong nhu 14 hudng 18n trén, Trac Moc Cudng Ba tudng da tim thdy 16i ra, lién x6ng 1én trudc nhét,
qua nhién dd nhao 1én dugc mit nude, gi hit manh miy hoi, bdng nhan ra trong khéng khi ¢6 mui dau
ndng nic, ngang dau 1én quan sat, méi thiy ddy 1a mot khong gian mai vom bit kin, ca gian phong chua
duoc mudi mét vudng, khong c6 chd nao dé leo 1én, bdn birc vach bde khodi den mui mit. Ga con chua
kip nhin cho k¥ thi d3 bi ngudi thir hai 13 lat ma A La nhé 1én khoi mit nuéc an dau gi xudng suyt chat
ntra thi sac, vira 1an Xuéng dudi Trac Moc Cuong Ba da théy dinh dau nong ran, xoay nguoi lai, lién
chirng kién canh twong khap bén phuong tim hudng trén mai vom déu phun ra nhirng tia dau tho chay
bung burng, 1am toan by mat nudc phia trén bién thanh mot bién lira hirng hue.

Trac Moc Cuong Ba gat gat dau, bay to6 su cam kich véi lat ma Ala, khong con cach nao hon, bon
ngudi danh 14n xudng 1an nita, nhung trong doan dudng him ngan ciin niy, ngoai phia trén kia, duong
nhu khong con 161 ra nao khac nira. Mot phut sau, nhi¢t d0 nudc nhanh chong tang 1én, luc Trac Mdc
Cudng Ba lan sau xudng day vo y cham phai nén d4 bén dudi, khong ngd nong gidy ca tay! Dén gid gi
mdi hiéu ra, ca boén phia xung quanh doan dudng ham bit kin déu c6 lira thiéu dot, néu khong tim duogc
161 thoat, bén nguoi s& bién thanh mén ca trach hip & trong nay.

Latma A La, cling may la c¢6 lat ma Ala, ong tim duogc chdt co quan trong mot burc trong mat
nguoi. Lic nay, nhiét do vach da da cao dén murc dang so, ba ngudi bon Trac Moc Cuong Ba déu tron
tron mat 1én nhin lat ma A La, chi thdy 6ng nhu dang quyét tim “ta khong vao dia nguc thi con ai vao

dia nguc”, choc ca canh tay vao mit ngudi da kia. Tiéng “lach cach” vang 18n, vach d4 phia trude lién



md ra, bon ngudi nhu duogc dai x4, voi nhao ra khoi ¢d quan tai nude bi lira thiéu ndy, nhung co hoi
song sot thi van chua thdy dau, boi day ciing 14 mot ngd cut!

Gi4o su Phuong Tan dua mit na dudng khi cho Pudng Man, tuyét vong nham nghién hai mat lai.
Pudng Man hit manh mot hoi, nhung khong hit vao dugc chat oxy ndo, binh oxy 1éng da can kiét. Lat
ma A La g doc theo vach d4, hy vong tim duoc diém dot pha. Trac Moc Cudng Ba cam tudng nhu
trén nguc minh bi de¢ mot khdi da nang méy trim can, moi luc mot khéd chiu hon, ngdt ngat dén muirc ga
chi muén phut hét chut khong khi cudi cung trong co thé ra.

Trén tang nam, Soares dang ngdi xom bén canh mot chét by, tram tu 1am bam: “Co thé dén duoc
16 thiéu dudi nude cling 1a khong don gian roi, chudt con, dia nguc dudi nude ciing cé thé tuy tién di
bira di bai vay a, c6 can kéo chung 1én khong nhi? Merkin xem trong miy ngudi ndy nhu vay, néu dé
chiing toi mang & day, chic han s& tirc dén phat dién 1én mat. Nhung néi di ciing phai néi lai, dam
nguoi nay hinh nhu chang lién quan gi dén ta ca, khong can thiét phai tu ting thém cho minh nhiing
dich tha v6 vi lam gi, ctr dé chung tu sinh tu diét thi hon.” Cach dau y chirng chua déy hai mét, mot
con tran Anaconda dang cudn tron, lud1 the ra ngoai, Soares da nhan ra tir trude, y vung tay mot cai,
cling khong biét da dung thtr gi, con tran 14p tirc hoang hét 1an di. “Uynh uynh...” Soares nhan ra dudi
chan minh dang rung dong, 1ay 1am kinh ngac, “Ké nao da kéo chdt r6i? Khong ngd ¢ noi khac ciing
md duge duong him dudi nudc u?”

Ngudi dau tién khong nhin tho ndi 1a Pudng Man, guwong mit nhé nhan cta c¢o phinh 1én do ung,
than thé d3 t&i mirc cyc han chiu dung. Trac Moc Cuong Ba biét rd, Pudng Man c6 thé ngung tho bat
ctr e nao, néu vay s& khong thé nao van hdi duogc nita, gi chi con cach dung 4nh mat khong ngirng co
vil ¢d, cO gang 1én, cd gang 1én! Pudng Man dung hét chut stre luc cudi ciing bop chit ban tay Trac
Moc Cuong Ba, anh mét ai 0an tya hd nhu dang no1 101 ly biét, tya nhu mubn néi c6 thé chét bén nhau
da 1a mdt hanh phuac 16n cta doi nguoi roi. Anh mat Trac Moc Cuong Ba kién dinh ma co chép, dem
16ng tin ctia minh truyén cho ngudi yéu dau. .. khong thé chét & day dugc, ching ta con rat nhidu viée
phai 1am, nhat dinh ¢ cach ra khoi ddy ma.

Trong thoi khic gan nhu khong con bét cir hy vong nio ay, vach da trén dau ho bong nhién 16 ra mot
16 hong, nudc trao 1én theo 16 hong d6, cudn theo ca bén nguoi. Pung 18n trong 1an nudc, 1an dau tién
hit 1ai thir khong khi trong 1anh méi mé, phang phat nhu di ¢ dudi dia nguc miy van nim, gid lai dugc
héi sinh trd vé duong thé, Trac Moc Cuong Ba ho rii rugi sic sya. Puong Man nam vat ra bén canh,
miéng thd' ddc, nhat thoi chang con strc ding ndi 1én. Gido su Phuong T4n va lat ma A La, mdt ngudi
ngdi trong lan nude, mot ngudi chdng tay vao tuong, cling khong ngirng thd hon hén va oe ra nudc.
Van con song, van con séng, Trac Moc Cuong Ba ltc ndy chang mudn néi gi hét, chi nghe loang
thoang nhu gido su Phuong T4n dang hoi lat ma A La 1am sao tim thy chdt md, lat ma A La lac dau
bao, khong phai ong, chinh 6ng ciing khong hiéu ddy 14 chuyén gi nita. Trac Moc Cudng Ba & Puong



Man lén, dé c6 dya vao dui minh, Pudng Man thi thao hoi: “Chung ta dang & dau day?”
Trac Moc Cudng Ba dua mit nhin vi gido su gia bén canh. Gido su Phwong Tan thd hit ra dap:
“Tang thtr ndm, cung dién cua Tir than, vua chén Am ty.”



Chuong 17:
HUYET TRI



Cung dién cua tir than

Bo 18n khoi dudng ham lay 161, gido su Phuong Tan thé phao mot hoi nhe nhdm, ndi véi Trac Moc
Cudng Ba “Gid cdu da hiéu tai sao 6ng Pieri phai t6n nhiéu tAm tu nhu vay chua, & dudi dudng him
c6 nhiéu bay rap thé co ma. Néu ngay ca bay don gian cta 6ng 4y ma chung ta cling khong thé pha gia
duoc, vy thi ching ta ciing khong thé pha gia duoc, vay thi ching ta cin ban khong c6 co hoi ra khoi
tda cung dién ngdm nay, 6ng ay ciing khong can thiét phai chi duong cho chung ta 1am gi nita, ctt &
dudi 1ong dat ma cho chét con thoai mai hon bay gid ca tram lan.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba khong khoi dang 1én niém kinh phuc ddi véi vi tham hiém gia tién bbi. Ga dua
mit nhin xung quanh, lac ndy bon ho dang & trong mdt thong dao vira nho vira hep, gidng nhur mot
duong Ong théng gié nhiéu hon, nuwdc di rat hét. Ga kinh ngac thét 1én: “Ky quéi that, méi roi nudc
con 16n thé, sao da chay dau hét mét r6i?”

Latma A La dtng & chd bon ho bi déy 1én n6i: “Cau dén day xem thi biét.” Trac Méoc Cuong Ba
thd dau ra nhin, chi thiy nudc bén dudi giéng nhu mot dong chay ngdm, dang do at vé phia trude, lién
hoi: “Sao lai thé?” Hoi xong méi dot nhién tinh ngd, “Ctra da bi mé ra rdi, nudc ¢ ting dudi dang rit
di!”

Lat ma A La noi: “Ping vay, néu chung ta 1én chdm hon du chi mdt phut thi s€ bi dong nudc rat di
ndy x6i trd xudng tang thir 8, hon nita con khong cé co hoi trd 1én nira dau.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba dua ra mot nghi van ndy gio van thic méic: “Pai su, luc ¢ dudi nudc gip phai
cai dau lau, sao ong khong so gi hét vay?”

Lat ma A la mim cudi, ndi ra mot cdu thién ngit: “Trong 1ong khong c6 quy, tit khong phai so gi.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba noi: “Day ciing l1a thanh qua cua viéc mat tu hay sao?”

Lat ma A La khong tra 151, khong hiéu 1a van chua dinh thin lai hay da can kiét strc luc, thin hinh
ong hoi ldo ddo mdt cai.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba khong dé ¥, van chura hét kinh hoang: “Ping 14 hung hiém qua, that khong ngd
van con mot noi nhu vay.”

Puong Man ciing di ding 1én. C6 mo to d6i mit noi v6i Trac Moc Cudng Ba : “So voi 2 ting
trude thi d& hon nhiéu rdi, toa dia cung ndy cang xudéng dudi thi cang dang so ma.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba khong tin: “Lam sao thé duoc? Chiing ta phai thap tir nhat sinh méi 1én dén
duoc tang nay d6.” Puong Man 4m trc ndi: “Tang ndo ma chang thip tir nhat sinh, anh ching qua 1a ké
ngdc gip phic do6 thoi.”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan n6i: “That d6. Chin ting dia nguc ctia ngudi Maya, dang 18 phai 1a hinh kim tyr



thap nguoc, nhung theo nhu chiing t6i nghién ctru va phan tich, cung dién duéi 1ong dat nay lai 1a ca
mot toa kim tu thap, phﬁn 16 ra bén trén mat dat chiém mot phﬁn ba, cling chinh 1a kim tu thap 16n
chiing ta nhin thiy & Bach thanh, dudi 1ong dat con hai phan ba nita. Tang dudi nguy hiém hon tang
trén, 10 rang 13 loi dung tim Iy tham lam ctia nhitng ké tim bau vat, ai ma khéng mudn tim thiy cang
nhiéu bau vat hon chi, biy rap cang nguy hiém, thi cang dé khién nguoi ta cam thay bén dudi cd kho
bau 16n hon, két qua 12 nhitng ké xudng dudi d6, khéng con ai tré 1én duge nita. Tl nhitng bd xwong
khoé ma chuiing ta trong thiy, toa dia cung nay chic di bi nguoi ta vo vét sach s&, sot lai khong gi ngoai
may cdi bay nay, gio' chi 1a mdt ngdi md hai nguoi khong hon khong kém. Chac 1a vay roi, dai su? Pai
su?”

Lat ma A La guong né mot nu cudi, roi khuyu xudng, bat ngd ngd 14n ra, hon mé bat tinh. Trac Moc
Cuong Ba ding gan d6 nhat, voi om xoc day. Puong Man kéo canh tay lat ma A La , kéu “Oi” mot
tiéng: “Trang doc roil” Vét thuong trén canh tay lat ma A La d3 bién thanh mau den, dich thé vang sita
khéng ngirng ri ra ngoai. Co 1& ong bi thuong trong lic gitip bon Trac Moc Cudng Ba tranh miy miii
gigo, rdi sau d6 con choc tay vao vach da nong bong kéo chdt mé cua quan, chat doc da ngdm siu vao
co thé.

Gi4o su Phuong Tan néi: “Cling may 1 chat doc tir ngdn nim trudc, rat nhiéu thir da thoai bién,
bang khong day chic han da 1a thir kich doc cham vao 14p tirc mat mang ngay rdi. Thé ndo ha? Co cach
gi giup duoc dai su khong?”” Ong hoi Puong Man.

Puong Man néi: “Khong biét 1a chit doc gi, dwa vao phan tng ctia vét thwong thi rat giéng voi noc
ran, c6 18 1a chit doc 1ay trén co thé éch tén doc hodc ran doc. Nhung ching ta khong co huyét thanh
giai doc, chau chi co thé tiém cho dng Ay mot miii thude trung hoa doc tb, roi dung thém chat gel tri ran
cin xem c6 hiéu qua khong, nhung ciing chang thé ndo tri tin gdc, so rang phai dya vao ban thin dai su
dé giai doc théi.”

Pudong Man so ciru cho lat ma A La roi deo ba 16 1én vai. Trac Moc Cudng Ba cong ong trén lung,
tiép tuc tién 1én. Puong ham nho hep nay chi dai chua day mot0 mét, 16i ra 1a 2 16 tron duong kinh
chwa day mot mét., & gitra ngan cach bang mot tru da thang dimg bén ngoai ciing gidng nhu tang thir 6,
deén dudc sang ruc, nhitng ngon dudc tréng nhu chén sing trau cam ¢ khap moi noi. Ldi ra cao cach
mit san ching 3 mét. Trac Moc Cudng Ba va Pudng Man Xuéng trudce, sau do do léy lat ma A La, doi
gido su Phuong Tan cting xudng t§i noi. Lac nay ho mdi nhin rd, 16i ra ctia thong dao 1a mot cai dau
1au d4 nhan tao khong 10, ctra ra chinh 1a hai héc mat cta no.

Tt than ** Puch, anh trai ctia nit thin Mt trang, hoa than ctia than Mat troi dudi dia nguc, vi chua
té dija nguc trong 1ong ngudi Maya, dong thoi cling 1a thong linh ctia 9 vi da than chon Am ty, vi than
xuat hién nhiéu thir 2 chi sau thin Kukulkan trong nén van minh Maya. Hinh twong ctia than c6 lc 1a

mot ong gia cong lung, c¢6 luc 1a mot ba gia mém mém, tay chan nhu vubt chim ung, nhung nhiéu nhat



van 1a hinh anh giong nhu trong gido 1y ctia cac ton gido 16n trén thé gidi, chinh 1a b xwong kho. Tay
than cam cdy truong phan quyét ctia than thanh, trén nguoi deo ddy chudng, bén canh co tro thi dac luc
13 thin Bao. Day 1a nhirng tu liéu Trac Moc Cuong Ba biét dugc qua budi hoc “bd sung” dudi ting
thir 7, nhung phai dén tan lac nay, khi thuc sy ding trude cung dién cua T than, g3 md1 cam nhan
duogc su kinh s¢ cua nguoi Maya ddi v6i T than ** Puch, tit ca nhirng diéu d6 déu duoc ho thé hién
qua kién trac ctia minh.

Cac ngon dube trong dai sanh déu & dd cao dudi 5 mét, con mai vom thi an trong mot vung t6i sau
tham. Khap gian dai sanh, ¢ nhitng noi mat thuong co thé trong thay, tat ca tugng diéu khac, tranh vé,
trang tri, déu lién quan dén xuwong nguoi. Mdi ngon dudc tréng nhu chén sing trau kia déu do mot bo
xuong ngudi nang trén tay; phu diéu trén tudong déu tac hinh dau 1au khong 16, hoan chinh hoic chi co
nira trén, ting chiéc rang dugc cham tia rit cong phu; trong nhitng bich hoa mau den c6 thé thdy cac bod
xuong ngudi ding hodc ngdi, ta thue cd, triru tuong co, hinh thai sinh dong dén mirc nhur déu c6 sinh
mang vay; cac 16i vao déu duoc tao hinh 1a nhitng dau lau xuong so miéng ha to cho nguoi ta phai
chui vao; cot chong dai sanh 1a nhitng chiéc xuwong sudon duoc xép thanh hang 161, gdy cho ngudi ta
cam giac nhu dang di lai trong 16ng nguc cia mot ngudi khong 16; mdi phién da 14t san rong ching 15
mét vuong, bén trén cham noi toan nhirng n6 1¢ chi con la b xuwong bi danh dap, tra tAn man ro.

Gio su Phuong Tan ghi lai tat ca vao may tinh, bao rang day la cung dién duy nhat trong nhirng
cung dién Ong tirng thiy sir dung xwong c6t dé trang tri. Bon ho di rat 14u, trong thay rat nhiéu buc
tugng xuong cot 16n nho khac nhau. Tang ndy con 1on hon rat nhiéu so véi tudng twong ctia ho. Pieri
da viét thé trong cudn s6 ghi chép : “Khong nghi ngo gi nita, cung dién Tir than chinh 13 cung dién
hiing vi, trang 1¢ nhat trong ca toa cung dién ndy, trudc nay toi chura bao h dam tudng tuong, dung
xwong cot lai co thé xay dung nén mdt tac pham nghé thuat khién nguoi ta phai kham phuc. .. (thiéu). O
day c6 miy noi dé lai 4n trong rt sdu sic, toi co thé liét ké bén dudi. .. (thiéu), khung xwong quéi di
ctia loai sinh vt khong 16 (hay 1a twong d4?)... hd tuin tang... bau trdi sao...(Khong thé doc dugce).
Khoang cach gita ching rat xa, t6i nghi, 16i 1én c6 1& 13 & mot trong nhirng noi ndy, hodc ciing co the,
tAng ndy van con noi tdi chua thim do t6i. Vi luc xudng tdi day tim trang toi rat kich dong, chay qua
rat nhiéu can phong méi nghi tdi viéc nhd lai dudng 1én trén, nhung t6i khong tim duoc vi tri nao dé
xudng tiép nira...”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba tham nhi trong bung: “Céi 6ng Pieri nay khong 1y ching ta ra lam tro dua day
chir, mdi 1an téi chd quan trong, khong phai bdng nhién bo sot, thi 1a khong nhé duoc, ding that 13.”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan cho mdy tinh hién thi nhung noi ho d di qua, ma hinh lién hién 1én mot hinh
vé& 2D, 6ng chi tay noi: “C6 trong thay khong, ca birc vach déu 1a mot duong thang, ching ta giéng nhu
dang di trong mot gian phong khong 16, khong thé nao do dém duoc dai rong bao nhiéu, nguoi Maya

d3 chia n6 thanh cac gian phong nho hon, mdi gian cao chirmg miy chuc mét, rong dai do trim mét gi



d6, ma nhitng thir Pieri nhic ti trong cudn so, chiing ta con chwa thiy céi ndo ca. Piéu lam toi khim
phuc nhat chinh 1a tri twdng twong cua ngudi Maya, khong ngd ho c6 thé tao ra nhiéu hinh tuong xuong
cot tao hinh twrong déng ma lai co phong cach riéng biét dén thé.” Trac Moc Cuong Ba cdng lat ma A
La trén lung, gat gat dau. Pudng Man budng canh tay lat ma ra, noi: “Hoi thd, nhiét 46, mach dap déu
van binh thudng, tam thoi khong co gi dang ngai.”

Ho bing qua thém mdt gian phong nita, cudi cting ciing phat hién ra mot gian phong dic biét. Xung
quanh gian phong ciing trang tri khong khac gi nhitng phong khéc, chi c6 buc twong khong 16 & giira
gian phong khién nguoi ta phai stng sot. Trong mat ngudi hién dai thi bire twong nay khong la chut
nao. Do 13 mot bd xwong thudc vé loai khing long ndo d6, dirng thing cao tdi bon nim mét, chiéu dai
mudi may mét. Nhung loai hoa thach nay xuét hién trong dia cung ngudi Maya, that khong thé khong
khién ngudi ta thy kinh ngac. Trac Moc Cudng Ba ngude mit nhin hoa thach khing long, néi: “Pay
1a...khing long bao chia 4?”” G& da nhin thiy mdt 1an trong vién bao tang.

Gi4o su Phuong Tan budce toi gén ngém k¥ mt héi, roi noi: “Ping la hoa thach, cu thé 1a chung
loai nio thi khong rd 1am. Nhung ma ky quai thit, ngudi Maya 1am sao ma duoc thir nay dudi long dat
nhi? Moi ngudi nhin xem, mic du chd nao ciing co d4u vét bi ton hai, nhung vé téng thé thi rat hoan
chinh. Bon ho da tim dt moi cach dao 1én dong thoi 1ap ghép hoan chinh bo xwong hoa thach nay,
day...” Ong bong hiéu ra, thot 1én: “Pay nhat dinh 14 b xwong sinh vat ky quai ma Pieri trong thay, vi
ong Ay khong hiéu hoa thach 1a gi, vay nén méi khong thé phan doan duoc 1 trong da hay xwong cdt.”

“Pay 1a khing long ma, Pieri khéng dén ndi ca khing long cling khong biét chir.” Trac Moc Cuong
Ba hiéu, cac nha thim hiém may thé ky trudc déu la nhirng ngudi c6 hoc thirc uyén bac, ma theo g,
nhitng van dé thudc vé thuong thirc nhu 1a khing long, gio ca hoc sinh tiéu hoc ciing con biét nira 1a.

Gi4o su Phuong Tan kiém tra lai tu 1iéu rdi néi: “Khong c6 gi 1a la, cau xem nay, mai dén nam
1841 tir *khung long’ méi dugc dwa ra, ma lic ay thi Pieri da qua doi 1au roi. Theo nhu 6ng Ay noi,
noi tiép theo cach day rat xa, chiing ta vira di vira dé y tim kiém céan than, thir coi c6 thé tim dugc
duong 1én trén khong.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba dich nguoi lat ma A La 1én trén mét chit cho dé cong hon. Pang chuan bj di
tiép , bong nghe tiéng “cach cach” vang 18n, gd can thin ngoai dau, nira cing thang nira hoai nghi nhin
cham cham vao bd xuong khing long hoa thach, budc miy budc réi lai quay dau nhin, sau khi da xac
dinh hoa thach ay khong c6 biéu hién gi la thuong, méi bat dau di xung quanh dai sanh tim kiém dudng
thong 1€n trén.

Ba nguoi déu mét moi ra roi, gﬁn nhu 12 14t tung ca nén nha 18n, kiém tra hét tung burc trong xuong
nguoi, ting goc cot, khong phat hién ra bat cir duong nao ¢ thé 1én trén, nhung bay thi dung phai
khéng it. Mot 1an Pudng Man cham phai chét bay dudi chan, buc tugng b xuong trude mit co dot

nhién mé bung 10ng nguc, suyt chut nita da kéo ca Puong Man vao trong, 1am Puong Man so hai kéu



ra 1én. Sau 1an d6, Pudng Man cir bam sat sau lung Trac Moc Cudng Ba ma tim kiém, tir nhién thanh
lang phi mat mot nhan lyc.

Cudi cung gido su Phuong Tan ciing 1én tiéng: “Xem ra khong phai ¢ day rdi, di thoi, dén noi tiép
theo. Nhung trén duong di cling phai can thin xem xét, ¢6 khi & ngay bén dudng ciing khong chirng.
Nbi dung cudn sb cua 6ng Pieri qua that rat ky la, bau troi sao? Moi ngudi biét trong tiéng Anh, bau
tro1 sao con ¢o ngia nao khac nira khong?”

O mét noi khac trén cung tang kim ty thap d6, muoi miy tén du kich dang vay quanh bé da mau
trang ma lGc ndy Soares ding canh. Bé da nay cao hon dau nguoi, trong giéng nhu mot cai nap quan
tai khong 16, bén trong bé ¢6 nhiéu bot vun mau nau dat, trong rat gidng mau khd. Pam du kich chi biét
gii du gii tai, khong ai ndi ra dugc rdt cuc thir nay dung dé 1am gi.

Mot tiéng kéu tham thiét vang 1én, Gonzales giat thot minh, khong hiéu lai c¢6 thing ngu den duii nao
gidm phai bay roi, hin xoay phat ngudi lai ngodc miéng ra churi boi: “Khong phai da xép hang roi a2
Sao con giam phai bay nita vay?”

Mbt ga linh du kich dng sau lung hin tai mit n6i: “Khéng phai bay, Buck...Buck...hin bi chudt
tha di roi! Chudt, chudt, 16n, 16n, 16n 1dm! Tdi chua bao h théy con nao 16n nhu thé ca!”

Gonzales cho hdn mot bop tai, gian dit quat 1én: “Chuot thi to thé nao duoc chr? Kéo duge ca
nguoi di hay sao?” Tén linh du kich kia vét rc dm bd mit sung vu li nhi bién bach: “Chuét, dung l1a
chuot ma, chua bao h to1 théy con chudt nao 16n dén thé. La chudt, ding 1a chuot...”

Gonzales chtri boi am 1, rit manh mét hoi thude cho bét cing thing, nhung méi budc duoc hai
budc, da nghe tiéng “xi xi”, trudc mit bong trudn ra mdt con trin khong 16. Gonzales giat ban minh,
roi ca diéu thuéc xudng dat. Bon tén thi ha sau lung hin cung nd sting ban loan xa, cudi cing coi nhur
cling ban chét duoc con vat, dong thoi trong goc lai thip thoang mot cai bong, dudng nhu 14 mdt con
tran khac vira chui vao trong ving toi.

Basaka nhic nhé: “Sép, hinh nhu ting nay khong chi ¢6 bay rap, ma con ¢ rat nhiéu dong vat cd
16m, tran khong 10, d6 1a tran khong 16 day. Hon nita, con mot s6 dira di vao 16i ré, gid van chua tim
thay, qua ntra 1a da...”

Gonzales hin hoc giam manh [én diéu thudc dudi dat, noi: “Con me nd, cai chd quy tha ma bat nay,
néu tang nay con khong tim thiy thtr gi, vy ching ta ... chung ta ... déch tim nira!” Han d4 nhan nai
hét strc c6 thé, khong thé tiép tuc ctr nham hudng c6 nguy hiém ma tién 1én nira. “Pang nio ciing da tim
duoc toi day roi, 1an sau mang theo nhiéu ngudi hon nira téi day, tao khong tin 13 khong phd hét duoc
d6n bay nay!” Trong dau Gonzales thim nh.

“Trd vé 1a mot lya chon sang sudt, chung may nén vé tir 1au 161 moi phai, gio thi da mudn mat rdi”.
Trong bong tdi vong lai mot Am thanh xa la, hong sting ctia tat ca dam du kich déu huéng vé phia co

am thanh cat 1én ay.



“Ké nao?” Gonzales rit 1én, co thit khap ngudi déu giat giat.

Soares tir trong bong t6i budc ra dudi anh dén, nira gwong mit nhu chim ung ma quy ctia y khién
dam du kich giat thot minh, tham nhv, chang 18 lai 13 xac uwép van nim doi md sdng day! Soares cudi
cudi ndi: “Dung huyét tri dé khoi dong cung dién ctia Tir than 13 mot qua trinh rat dai va phuc tap. Ta
can ba cai xac séng, ba cai xac chét, ba bo da nguoi, ba thi mat, rat vui vi bon may co thé cung cép
cac thu ay.”

Mic du Gonzales khong hiéu y d6i phuong 1im, nhung sat khi trong tiéng cudi Ay thi hin nhan ra
duoc, tén béo vung tay 1€n quat: “Mac cha may 1a ai, khong th?lng nao dam can trudc mat bon tao dau,
chét di!” Lénh vira ha xudng, tiéng sung 1ap tirc vang 1én, Soares bat cudi khung khuc 1ach ngudi bién
mat vao trong bong t6i. Gonzales vung tay 1én néi: “May, may, 1én xem sao.”

Hai tém tron d6i du kich cAm sung, d¢ dat tién lai gﬁn chd Soares vira bién mat sau d6 cling bién
mat luén vao bong ti, di muoi phut tréi qua ma khong thiy dong tinh gi ciing khong c6 hoi 4m.

"7

Basaka 16n tiéng goi: “Nay, ching may dau roi? Scoter, Landark, tra 1i di!” Bon phia xung quanh anh
dudc bap bung, tinh lang d¢én dang so.

Basaka dich thin din theo bon tén thudc ha, phap phong lo s¢ 1an tim vé huéng hai nguoi kia bién
mat. Gonzales thinh linh thay hét strc o rang, nim ngudi chim vao bong tdi. Chot c6 tiéng sung vang
1én. Trong anh ltra, Gonzales trong thdy mot bong den khong 16 va bong ngudi nhé bé chong 1én nhau.
Sau d6 tiéng sting im bit, tiéng nguoi cling im bat. Gonzales givong khau sung may 1én, quét mot loat
dan vao bong t6i nhung khong c6 gi hét, hin run run giong noi: “Con me no, quai vat”

“Al” sau lung Gonzales chgt vang 18n tiéng kéu tham thiét, tén béo vira xoay nguoi lai, tirc khac so
do nguoi ra...

Ba ngudi bon Trac Moc Cudng Ba vira di vira tim kiém. Khong biét bao nhiéu 1au sau, gido su
Phwong Tan d6t nhién chi tay vao man hinh may tinh: “Chung ta chuyén hudng roi.”

“Gi co a?” Trac Mgc Cuong ba hoi. Gido su Phuong Tan dap: “Cau nhin di, trude do ching ta di
theo hudng dong tay, ké tir gian dai sanh nay, h chuyén thanh hudng nam bac roi.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba hoi: “Vay nghia 1a thé nao?”

Gido su Phuong Tan giai thich: “T6i nghi rang 1a tong cong duoc chia lam 4 khu vyc 16, tat ca
cac gian sanh chiing ta vira di qua chic c6 1& thudc khu phia nam, gian phong chira b xwong khing
long héa thach 13 trung tAm, 2 bén phan b6 d6i xtg, s6 lwong va tao hinh cac gian sanh déu trong tur
nhu nhau.”

“Cai gi co!” Trac Moc Cudng Ba 16n tiéng kéu 1én: “Y cua thay gido 13, chung ta di 1au nhu vay
mdi chi di duoc mot phan tu clia tang nay thdi sao?”

Giao su Phuong Tan gat dau: “Chi so 1a thé thoi, t6i nghi, mudn tim dudng 18n trén phai it nhat

chiing ta ciing mat tron mot ngay dé tim kiém hét tat ca cac gian sanh mat.”



Nghe gi4o su Phuong Tan néi, Pudng Man mét méi nghiéng ngudi dua vao

Trac Moc Cudng Ba. Tir mé cung tang thir 7 ho da khong an ti gi, sau d6 lai phai tréo thang, leo
twong nit than, 1an dudi nude mot thoi gian dai, thé luc qua thyc da tiéu hao gan hét. Gido su Phuong
Tan ciing chu ¥ dén van dé nay. Ong néi: “Hay 1a nhu vay di, ddi voi cac gian sanh doc duong, ching
ta khong can tim qua ti mi, chil yéu clr nhdm vao may noi Pieri nhic dén 4y, Toi cho rang, 4 gian sanh
ndy chic han déu 14 vi tri trung tim ctia 4 khu vuc. Chung ta dén gian sanh tht 2 thi dirng lai nghi mot
chat, thé luc tiéu hao nhiéu qua roi, néu khong nghi ngoi chinh dén lai, co thé khong chiu ndi dau.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba va Puong Man gt dau dong ¥. 3 nguoi lai tiép tuc hudng vé phia Bac. May
gian sanh hudng Nam bac va nhitng gian hudng Dong tay khi ndy khac voi nhau kha rd rét, tat ca cac
gian sanh huéng Pong tiy déu 14y phu diéu hinh dau 14u tac trén twong 1lam chi dao, trang tri bang cac
nét cham bo xuong nd 18 mau den; con cac gian sanh lic ndy lai 1y twong da hinh dau 1au 16n 1am chi
dao. Bon ho nhin thiy mot birc trgng dau 1au cao tdi 5 mét, ning dé chimng ca trim tin trong mot gian
sanh 16n. Nguoi Maya tac birc twong ndy giéng y nhu that, bén trong thi dic rudt, rd 1a dugc lam tir
nguyén mot tang da tréng 16n, that kho ma tuong trong duoc ngud1 Maya o dai 1am thé nao dé dua
tang da ning nhu vay xudng dugc dén tang nay.

Cudi cung khi ho di qua mot cai dau lau d4, t6i gian sanh tiép sau, trudc mat lién xuat hién mot cai

hé tudn tang song lia hoan toan khic han véi nhitng gi ho dd tudng tuwong trong dau.



H6 tuén tang

Gian dai sanh ¢ gitta gip hon ba 1an céc gian xung quanh, mit san vén phang 1y tron tudt, bén bé
déu 16m xudng nhu dudng xe dién ngdm, hinh thanh nén cac dudng rinh dai hinh chit nhat. Gido su
Phuong Tan léy may do ra quan tric so bo mot chut. Nhirng duong ranh nay rong ba mét, sdu nam mét,
chiéu dai khong déu, ndm trong khoang tir mot traim dén mot trim nim muoi mét. Trong cac hd tudn
tang cAn phai c6 xuong cbt, diéu nay khong hé sai, nhung hd tuin ting ma ho trong thay lai khic véi tat
ca nhitng chd khac, cac bd xwong khd bén trong khong xép thanh hang thanh 16i miy chuc b hay may
tram bo mot, ma 1 vo sb khiic xwong chat chong 16n nhau, giéng nhu mot déng d6 choi xép hinh gd
ném lung tung xudng ay vay. Trong nhitng déng xwong 4y, c6 xwong ngudi, ¢6 xuong tha, hét nhu
nhirng birc tudng xung quanh, mdi khic xwong déu anh 1én mot sic trang tham thuwong, mot mau tring
quai di, ro 1a khong co tap chét, tya hd nhu mdi khic Xuong trong éy déu duoc ngudi ta cao rira sach
s& hoan toan, sau d6 mGi ném xuéng hd tudn ting vay.

Puong Man cti dau xudng, khong dam nhin tic pham nghé thuat khing b theo truong phai siéu
thuc nay. Trac Moc Cuong Ba thic méic: “Gido su, nhitng bd xuong trong ndy dudng nhu rat khong
binh thudng, theo toi thi thi 6t bén trong hd tudn tang 18 ra khong nén sach nhu vy méi dung chi.”

Gido su Phuong Tan git dau: “Cau noi khong hé sai, hd tuin tang ¢ day khong phai hd tuin tang
theo nghia truyén thong. HO tuln tang theo nghia truyén thong, tirc 13 dem nguoi va gia sic con song
cung luc giét chét khi ha tang cac quy nhan, roi chon xudng cac hd cac ranh di dao sén trong mo.
Nguo1 sau khi chét thi thé méi rira ra, cong vo1 mot loat nhirng phan trng héa hoc sinh hoc, xuwong cdt
phai gan nhu mau bun dat méi dung, con xwong cdt & trong ndy, qua thuc 1a qua trang. Hon nita, di co
tran thé 4m binh roi, tai sao con phai dao hd tudn tang 16n thé nay lam gi nira nhi?” Ong thir gidm chan
xudng hd tudn tang, dung strc dan xudng, r6i ndi: “Cac khiic xwong 1én chit lam, sé lwong xwong cot
chon ¢ day khang dinh 1a nhiéu khing khiép!”

Pudng Man kéo kéo canh tay Trac Moc Cudng Ba, mit i miy chau noi: “Chung ta, ching ta in &
day hay sao? Em, em khong nudt noi dau.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba néi: “Gido su, ching ta trd lai gian sanh trude, an udng nghi ngoi roi quay lai
tra tim nhitng hd tuin tang nay duoc khong?”

Gido su Phuong T4n git dau dong y. Ba nguoi lién vong trd lai dn udng. Py ciing 14 s6 thirc an
cudi cuing con lai ctia ho r6i. Pudng Man lay thudc ra truyén qua dudng tinh mach cho lat ma A La.

Lic ndy, co mit Gonzales khong ngirng co giat, toan thin bi mot bau khong khi bang lanh thim dim

mui mau tanh bao phu. M§ trén ngudi han gio day c6 nhiéu thém may ching nira cling khong ngan ndi



cam giac lanh 180 ay. Trudc mit han, bay con tran khong 16 Nam My dang nghéch cao dau, trong tua
nhu bay chiéc cot. Dudi anh dude, dau trin khéng 16 cang thém am lanh ghé ron. Sau tén thudc ha con
sot lai ctia han d4 bi sau con trin kia siét chit, lac nay da thd ra nhiéu hit vao it, e rang kho ma song
noi. Gonzales song ngan ndy tudi roi ma cling chua ting trai qua tinh canh nao hung hiém téi nhudng
nay, hin gio khiu sting may trong tay 1én, song khi thé thi da bi dé bep tir 1au, ai ma biét siu con trin
khac liéu c6 cuing bo t6i chd hian hay khong, clr nghi dén cam giac bi nim con trin phay thay 1a toan
than Gonzales run 1én ban bat.

“Tang nay c6 rat nhiéu tran khong 16 Nam My va loai chudt khong 16 ma con ngudi xép vao hang
dong vat tién sir, déu 1a do ngudi Maya c6 dai nudi tha trong ddy dé bao vé ling mo cho vi vua ton
quy nhat ctia ho - vi vua duy nhét tir xung 12 Tir than Ahezt.” Hinh bong Soares lai hién ra trong tdi
tam nhu mot bong ma. Khong can phai noi, tit ca thi ha con lai cua Gonzales déu da gip phai tinh
trang tuong tu roi. Soares nd mot nu cudi dang so, chi vao nguc minh: “0 tf?mg nay, 101 tao tirc l1a
ménh 1énh.” Soares mim cuoi budc vé phia Gonzales, 1 con trin khong 16 ¢& by ndm vat véo ngay
trudc mit, khong ngirg vin veo than minh md duong cho Soares, ddng thoi ciing c6 thé chan dan cho
y. Soares di sau con ran, grong mit sttt seo nham nhd cua y trong con dir ton hon mit ran gap boi, anh
dudc bap bung khong ngirng, khi mo khi o, khién cho guong mit d6 tya hd nhu vo sé con sau thit bo
nhung nhtic bén trén.

Gonzales nhin Soares , tra nhu mot tén chuyén lam viéc x4u nhin thdy ma quy, hin khong dam tin
trén do1 nay lai ¢6 chuyén nhu vay, lai c6 ngudi nhu vay. “Pung qua day! Tao bao 1a dung qua day!”
Tén béo khan giong ra sirc hét 16n, han ném khau siing may trong tay ra, x¢é toang vat 4o, dit tay 1én nit
an kich nd, hoa ra bén trong nguoi hin quan day thude nd. Soares ding lai, y biét rd uy luc ctia dong
thudc nod ay, 1 khi da kich hoat, chd do thira strc hity diét ca ting thir ndm ndy, ca y ciing khong ngo tén
béo nay lai deo thuéc nd bén minh nhu thé. Bon trin phia trudc Soares can trong vy 14y y, dau ran
ngoc 1én sau lung, khién loat nhin ctra nhu thé Soares dang ngdi trén 1 chiéc ngai két bang 1il tran
khong 16 Nam My ay vay.

Gonzales nghiéng dau, khoe miéng giat giat rat khong tur nhién, toan than ctng do: “May dimng co
qua day! Qua day 1a tao s& cho nd chét chung 1 lugt ludn! May tha tao di, tao khong can cai gi ¢ day
nita, nhudng cho may hét! Cho may hét toan bo!”

Soares thoai 141 nga nguoi ra sau, dua lung vao than thé cudn tron clia con trin, mim cudi noi:
“Céac thir & day? O day thi c6 thir gi? May cho tao duogc céi gi? Pung, ding kich dong, may khong can
phai cing thang qua, nguyén liéu tao can ciing da du roi, dbi v6i tao may khong con gia tri nita. May
mudn di thi cr di, lac ndo cling duoc...” Giong y dot nhién bién doi, lanh ling buéng mot cau: “Chi
c6 diéu, e rang may khong thé ra khoi day duogc thoi!”

Gonzales da dan dan hoi lai sau 1 luc kinh hoang ban dau, thiy bon tran khong 16 Nam My nay



hoan toan phuc ting trudc ddi phuong chang khac gi may con trin trong rap xiéc, dong thoi ciing nhé
lai v6 s6 bay rap noi day, han chi c6 minh, dich thuc 1a khong c6 ning luc tranh né nhitng co quan bay
rap duoc che gidu hoan hio d6. Chi nghe Soares noi tiép: “O day con ¢ vo s6 chudt khong 16 Nam
MY, bon sinh vét tién sir 4y, ca tao ciing khong c6 cach nao diéu khién dugc ching, ctr thir gio nit bam
ra huo huo trude mit chiing xem c6 con nao ngdi xuéng dam phan véi may hay khong.” Y vuwon ngudi
1 cai, roi ding day. Gonzales voi1 lui lai 2 budce. Soares thong tha noi: “Tao phai 1am viéc, may khong
con viée gi thi ¢t di di. Um, dung rdi, quén bao véi may 1 viée, thirc dn ctia 1l chudt Ay 1a trian khong
16 Anaconda ddy, tu nghi xem r6t cudc chiing 16n thé nao di.”

Gonzales khép lai vat 40, tay van khong dam budng nat bAm ra, 1am bam hoi: “Rét cudc may 1a
ai?”

“Tao ha?” Soares nd nu cudi khinh miét: “Tao 1a nguoi khai quat cd mo, da nghién ctru cai dia
cung ** Puch nay miy nim r6i. Co quan bay rap va céc sinh vat & ddy tao déu rd nhu 1ong ban tay.
Bay h, chi can kich hoat huyét tri, mé ra ling tim ctia quoc vuong, 1a co thé truc tiép doi dién vai
canh ctra cAm ki cubi cuing roi.”

“Lang tim cta qudc vuong?” Pay 1a 1an dau tién Gonnzales nghe thiy c6 nguoi néi dén ting ndy
thuc su la cai gi.

Soares hoi: “Sao vdy, may khong biét 42 Toa kim tu thap 16n nay, chinh 13 xay nén dé an tang vi
quan chu cudi ciing ctia Bach thanh — qudc vuong vi dai quan chu cudi cung cta Bach thanh — qudc
vuong vi dai bach chién bach thiang ** Puch. Ong 4y chon cai tén tring véi tén Tt than, dé biéu thi
minh chinh 14 Tir than. Vi vay sau khi chét, qubc vuong sé& cai quan ting dia nguc thir 5, thong linh ca 9
tang dja nguc. Thé ndo, ching ta trao d6i diéu kién di, may giup tao lam viéc, tao s& dan may ra khoi
day, 1 minh tao khoi dong huyét tri thi ton thoi gian qua.”

Gonzales nhu ké chét dudi vo duoc coc, voi cai dau khom lung néi: “Vang, vang, xin ngai cir ra
1énh, toi nhat dinh s& 1am tot.” Han biét cach 1am thé nao khién ké khac khuat phuc, dwong nhién ciing
biét phai khuat phuc trudc ké manh nhu thé nao.

Soares gat dau:”Tét lim, may 16t da 3 tén ra trude da, xuy...” Y cham miéng huyt gi6 1 tiéng, 3
con trin khong 16 14p tirc cudn chit lai, 3 tén du kich giy hét xwong cdt, ndi tang bi ép phoi qua miéng.
Soares lamra vé i ngai: “Ay, that 13, bon tran nay khong biét khéng ché strc manh gi hét, lam gay hét
ca xuong roi, xem ra cong doan 16t da cia may ton cong hon 1 chit rdi.”

Da mit Gonzales giat giat, lanh lung n6i: “Khong van dé gi, ctr giao cho t6i di.”

Sé thirc dn cudi cung ciing bi 3 ngudi dung hét, h thanh ra ba 16 trén lung nhe di phan nio, nhung
ganh ning tim 1y lai ting thém 1 bac. Trac Moc Cudng Ba khich 1¢ Puong Man khéc phuc ndi so, roi
3 nguoi lai quay vé vé chd hd tudn tang tim kiém co quan va dudng thong 1én ting trén. i qua may

cai hd, gido su Phwong Tan ndi: “Cuong Ba a, cdu phat hién ra gi chua, xwong ¢t trong day dugc



phan loai day.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba “Urm” mot tiéng, g ciing dd phat hién ra, xwong trang trong hd tudn ting ndy,
néu 13 xuong sudn thi déu dat chung trong 1 hd, xwong tay hodc xuong chi trude duge dit chung 1 hé,
xuong so lai dugc dat chung 1 hd khéac, khong hiéu dung ¥ ctia ngudi Maya 1a gi nita .

Sau khi nhay qua cai hé thi 10, gido su Phuong Tan 16n tiéng goi: “Mau qua day, Cudng Ba! O
day co6 canh ctra.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba va Pudng Man voi chay theo gido su Phuong Tan, phat hién ra canh cira niy
ké sat vai vach twong da phia Tay, vi tao hinh rat giéng voi cot da xuong sudn, nhin tir xa rat kho
phan biét. Chin trude mit ho 1a cai hd tun ting dai chirng trim mét, bén trong trong huo tréng hoéc,
chi sau chirng bang chiéu cao mdt ngudi. Ba ngudi nhay xudng dudi hd, quan sat & khoang cach gin
cho that k¥.

Khe ctra hudng thang 18n trén, cubi ciing bién mat trong bong toi. Hinh dang cénh cira ndy tréng nhu
khoang ngurc ngudi ta, gitta cac xwong sudn 1a hoa van doc, rat gidng co thit, gitra nhitng co thit diém
xuyét bai cac hinh trong xwong ngudi. Con cé rat nhidu hinh bo xwong nhod bang ban tay dang dau dén
1an 1on trén cira, bi lira thiéu, bi sét danh, bi biia d4 dap, ving vay hong thoat than, nhung déu toat 1én
vé tuy¢t vong trudc canh ctra dong kin. May nguoi bon Tac Moc Cuong Ba dung trudc canh ctra nay,
1ap trc dang 1én cam giac that nhd bé. Puong Man tho dai thét 1én: “Céanh ctra 16n qua!”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba 1am bam: “Cira dja nguc trong truyén thuyét, c6 1& chinh 1a nhu vay day.”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan n6i: “Nhung tim khap xung quanh ma ciing chura thdy chét mé ctra & dau. Cau
nhin nhitng xuong sudn ndy ma xem, 1a két cau nam ngang, khong hiéu c6 phai 14 thang treo hudng 1én
trén hay khong.”

Puong Man khong dam bam 1én d6, gido su Phuong Téan thi tudi tic di cao. Trac Moc Cuong Ba
bén dit lat ma A La xudng: “toi di thir xem c6 tréo 1én dugce khong.”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan dua dén pha chiéu sang cho gi, dian do: “Can than day.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba deo mil chiéu sang 1én, giat dén vao thit lung, roi bat dau tréo 1én tir goc phia
Nam canh cira 16n. Khoang cach gitta cac khuc xuong sudn khong 16 chua dén nira mét, & gitta lai ¢6
rat nhiéu hinh dau 14u xwong cbt nhd gb ra, tréo 1én khong tén sre chit ndo. Chang miy chdc, Trac
Mdc Cuong Ba di khong con nhin thiy gido su Phuong Tan va Puong Man bén dudi nira. Lic niy g
md&i phat hién ra, canh cira ndy khong thang ma hinh cong, giéng nhu cai thing gd, hai dau nho, & giira
phinh to. Trac Mdc Cudng Ba dung ca tay 1an chin, nhanh chong bo 18n t6i dinh, tinh toan so so, canh
cong niy cao chirng nim chuc mét gi d6, nhung dudng nhu van con cach tang trén 1 khoang khéng nho
chat nio. Ga bat dau dich chuyén theo phuong ngang ra giita canh ctra, vi & giita cao hon 1 chut. Chi
théy bén trén khe cira c6 ba dau lau Xép thanh hinh chir “phétm” nguoc, moi dau 1au déu co 3 mat, mot

mit hudng phia trude, 2 mit ngoanh sang 2 bén trai phai, hbc mét cua cac dau 1au da bi huy hoai 1



cach nghiém trong, twa nhu c6 ngudi c¢b ¥ dung dao choc khoét vao trong d6 vay. Trac Moc Cuong Ba
tir hiéu, c6 18 trude day trong cac hdc mit nay 1a ngoc hay da quy gi do, gid thi da bi bon trom mo ldy
di roi. Pé nhin xem canh cira ndy con cach tang trén bao xa, gi bat dén pha lén, nhung canh twong hién
ra trudc mat, lai 1 1an nita khién gi kinh ngac sting nguoi.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba khong thé ngd, tran cta tang dia nguc thir nim nay lai khong hé tron nhin thang
thédm, ma duoc nguoi Maya ding vo sb cac ruong da, kéo dd gic chong 1én nhau. Noi ndy trong nhu
t6 kién hay to ong, hoac c6 thé noi 1a giéng dong Ban To trong TAy Du Ky ciing khong qua dang, cac
kéo da ruong da ay ndi lién véi nhau, cudi cung hinh thanh mang ludi khong 16. Ma tic dung cia mang
luéi nay lai 1a... bén trén d6 chd ndo ciing thay trin Nam M¥, bon chiing ludi nhdc cudn minh bén trén
ruong keo, duong nhu dang say ngu, thi thodng mé1 nhiic nhich than hinh 1 chuat, cuon thém mét vong.
Duéi anh sang ngon dén pha, mang ludi ruong kéo quan ddy tran Nam My trong hét nhu con quai vat
¢6 vo s0 co thit c6 thé nhu dong nhung nhiic.

Trac Moc Cuong Ba chi chiéu dén 1 1an, ngudc mit nhin 1én, trin nhiéu vo ké, twa hd khong thé
dém hét, g nhan luc 1d quai vat Ay con chua bj danh thire, voi vang leo xubng. Gido su Phuong T4n
dang thap thom chd doi phia dudi, vira thiy Trac Mdoc Cuong Ba xudng lién hoi ngay: “Thé ndo ha?
Co 1én dugc khong?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba lic dau quay quiy: “Khong, khong thé 1én trén d6. Tréo 1én toi dinh canh cira
1a hét dudng, hon nita, bén trén con c6 rat nhiéu trin Nam My.”

“Tran Nam M§? Bén trén c6 rat nhiéu?” gido su Phuong Tan hoi. Pudng Man ciing kéu 1én 1 tiéng
khe khé.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba git dau: “Bon ching déu ¢ trén rudng dé phia trén, hinh nhu ho ¢ ¥ xdy nhu
vay dé 1ii tran c6 chd nghi ngoi.”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan n6i: “No6i nhu vy, ting ndy mdi 13 sao huyét cta 1i trin khong 16 Nam My,
con & dudi ting dudi chang qua 14 bi roi xuéng qua miéng hé kia thoi.” Trac Moc Cuong Ba git dau:
“E 1a nhu vay.” Gio su Phuong T4an chot nhiu may: “Vay bon chudt khong 16 thi sao? Lic & ting
dudi khai dong chdt mé co quan, ca ting déu bi nhan chim trong nude, sg rang d6 ciing khong phai
sao huyét cua chung dau.”

Puong Man bat dau thy cing thang, 1i nhi hoi: “VAy...vay tang ny, khong phai con nhiéu hon...”
Trong dai sanh chot vang 1én tiéng dong la, lam Puong Man so quéa kéu ra 1én.

Phia xa xa vang 1én nhitng 4m thanh khong ai hiéu ndi. Trac Mdc Cudng Ba va gido su Phuong Tan
d6ng thanh kéu 1én: “Quan du kich!”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba ngang dau nhin ra xa, chi thiy 3 tén du kich dau hoang mét chudt, hai tay ndm
chic bang sung dang tién vé phia ho, budc di mot budce toan than lai run 1én 1 chap, liéng biéng ldo

dao.



Trac Moc Cudng Ba phuc ngudi xudng: “Chiing déu c6 sung ca, lam sao day?” G4 rat sung luc ra,
bén trong chi con hai vién dan, sau do lai liéc mit nhin lai ma A La, thAm nht: “Gi4 dai su tinh lai
dugc thi tot rdi.”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan néi: “Ching khong biét ching ta dang & dau, d6 1a wu thé cta ching ta, thit 2
tén trudce, con lai 1 tén sé dé ddi pho hon.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba noi: “Nhung, sting nd 1 tiéng chi ban dugc 1 tén, chic chin s& lam kinh dong
dén 2 tén kia.”

Gido su Phuong Tan néi: “Vi thé, sau khi ban tring 1 tén, cau phai nhanh chong chuyén hudng, ban
chét tén thir 2. Nhur cau quan sat luc ndy, vi tri cta 3 bon chung bay h & chd nao roi?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba nghi ngoi 1 thoang, rdi dap: “Mot tén dang tién vé phia ching ta.” Loi vira
mdi duat, trén ddu 3 ngudi da vang 1én tiéng lay chdt sting, ké d6 1a 1 trang tiéng gi khong hiéu. Gido
su Phuong Tan ngang dau nhin tén linh du kich mic quan phuc dang chia sung vao minh, héi Trac Moc
Cuong Ba: “Sao, sao cau khong no6i sém?”

Tén linh du lich kia cling d4 sg dén hon phiéu phach tan tir 1au, thiy ddi phwong co 4 ngudi, lai co
1 nguoi dang nam, 1 ngudi 13 phu nir, lién 1ap tirc quay dau lai 16n tiéng goi dong bon. Trac Moc
Cuong Ba da trai qua huén luyén dac biét, sao co thé bo qua co hdi t6t nhu vay, nhan 1 thoang luc tén
du kich quay dau, gi thuan thé kéo manh, 16i ca ngudi han xudng hd tudn tang.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba cam khiu M4 trong tay hin 1én: “Gio ching ta c6 2 khau sung roi.”

“Vay sa0?” Gi4o su Phuong Tan don ldy khau stng, thdo hop dan ra, dua cho Trac Moc Cudng Ba
xem. Trac Moc Cuong Ba gian dit quat: “Khong ¢ dan con cam sung ra doa, ding 13 that chang ra
sao!”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan cudi khd: “Vira roi ltic hin gat chét toi da thay khong 6n roi. Vi nét mét han
van nhu dang bi ap luc kinh khung 1dm, nguoi di quen khi cAm sung, khi ¢6 sung trén tay sé& vitng vang
hon 1 chit. Xem ra bon ching ciing hoang s¢ khong kém gi ching ta dau.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba ngang dau 1én nhin 14n nira, thdy 2 tén du kich con lai bién mat, rd rang 1a
chiing d4 mai phuc & 1 trong cac hé tudn tang chira day xwong ngudi kia r6i. Trac Moc Cuong Ba noi:
“Nhu vay khong phai 12 cach, chiing ta khong thé bi ching gitt chan liau chd nay mii dugc, hon nita &
day con c6 cac sinh vat nguy hiém, can phai lam thit ching trudc, roi kip thoi tim 16i ra. Dé t6i di xir
1y chung cho.”

Gido su Phuong Tan ciing dong tinh: “Puoc, viy ching t6i s& yém ho cho cau.” Pudng Man ndi:
“Can than nhé anh.” Trac Moc Cudng Ba udn nguc anh diing dap” “Yén tim di, anh s& can trong ma.”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan va Puong Man gy tiéng dong 16n & hd tuin tang. Trac Moc Cudng Ba & phia
bén kia tréo 1én, khom ngudi bo t6i trude. Khong c6 anh sang, phan giita dai sanh roi tim mo mit, chi

c6 tirng dai ting dai xwong trang chit ddy cac hd tudn ting trong cuc 1y ndi bat, 2 tén du kich ndm



trong hd, nguoc lai cang dé dé 19 vi tri. Trac Moc Cudng Ba bo rap ngudi xudng dat, nhich danra
phia sau lung bon chung, khi d& vao tim ban, gi lién rt sung ra ngdm chuan, chi nghe 2 tiéng “cach
cach”, khong ngo lai ket dan, Trac Moc Cuong Ba gid modi suc nho ra, & tﬁng dudi ga quén khong cho
sting lyc vao ba 16, nén da bi vao nudc. Tiéng dong kia rat nho, song ciing lam 2 tén du kich giat minh,
ching 14p tirc quay dau lai, chia hong sting vao Trac Moc Cudng Ba.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba biét da hu chuyén, nhung ciing khong thé dau hang nhu vay duoc, g dinh loi
dung khi thé ap dao 2 tén du kich von da nhu chim sg canh cong nay, lién gia bo hét strc binh tinh, 16n
tiéng quat 1én: “Khong duoc cir dong, tén ndo dong day ta ban tén ay! Khong duoc cir dong! Ngoan
ngodn dung yén cho tao!” Hai tén du kich d6i dién véi gi ciing 1n tiéng quat mang xi xa xi X0, xem ra
¥ d6 ciing khong khac Trac Moc Cuong Ba 1a may.

C6 diéu, ca 2 bén déu gio sung chia vao dbi phuwong song khong hé ¢ ¥ dinh nd sung, chi khong
ngirng quat nat, doa dim, uy hiép phe bén kia. Chi 1 thoang sau, Trac Moc Cuong Ba di nhin ra van
dé, g vt sting sang 1 bén, vong tay ra sau that lung: “Hét dan roi ha? Sao khong ndi sém di.” Ga
vong tay mo mo mot lac, thim than khéng 6n: “Hong bét! Con dao di sin ctia minh dau rdi? Chang 18
roi mat lac ¢ dudi nuéc? Hay 14 bi thay gido 1dy di mat lic minh dang hén mé? Thoi toi, 1an nay ding
13 so y mat Kinh Chau r6i.”

Hai tén du kich thiy thé 1ién hiéu ngay, nhin nhau cudi cuoi, gon gang chin chu thdo sung virt sang 1
bén, sau d6 ciing gon gang chin chu cho tay vao chd thit lung rit soat, 2 con dao sin sang loang da

cam trén tay roi.



Bau tro1 sao

P6i mit v6i hai con dao sang loang, Trac Moc Cudng Ba hudng anh mat nhin chim cham vao hd
tudn tang, bén dudi chat day nhirng khic xuong sudn cong cong, tham doc di doc lai cau thién ngit ciia
lat ma A La, ty nhic nhé minh: “Trong long khong c6 quy, tat khong phai so gi...” doan nhin xody vio
2 tén du kich, chAm cham khom ngudi xudng, béi moc trong héd tudn ting, thoit cai trong tay da co
khic xwong suon dai gin 1 mét cta 10ai tha khong 16 ndo d6. Khic xwong nay hinh dang nhu thanh
dao cong, c6 goc canh, Trac Moc Cudng Ba tay phai cAm khiic xwong, tay trai chéng nanh, ding thang
nguoi, vé trén khong 1 duong cong hét strc dep mit, roi dung ding khiic xuong trude nguc minh.

Hai tén du kich dwa mat nhin nhau, tén bén phai vung dao xong lén trudec. Trac Moc Cuong Ba
nhanh nhen sai chan buéc 1én 1 budc dai, ddm thang t&i nhu 1 tuyén tha kiém dao chuyén nghiép, khiic
xuwong stron dam 1 cach vo cung chuin xac vao gitta nguc tén du kich. Tén kia tua nhu khong dam tin
vao su that, cai dau nhin xuéng nguc, mac du canh tay hidn da dudi théng hét muc rdi, nhung con dao
van con cach Trac Moc Cudng Ba t6i hon ba chyc phan.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba thu khiic xwong vé, lai dtng thing lung, khic xwong dung dimg trude nguc.
Tén du kich kia thdy tinh thé khong On, nhin lai con dao ngan trong tay, voi vang vit sang 1 bén, vira
nhin cham cham vao Trac Moc Cudng ba bat chude gi cti xuéng moi méc hd tudn tang. Chang may
chéc, hin dd mo duoc mot khic xwong con 16n hon khiic cia Trac Moc Cuong Ba dang cam trén tay,
it nhat ciing phai 2 tay méi cadm duge. Tén du kich cudi gan miy tiéng, dung sirc kéo manh, nhung
khuc xuwong khong lay chuyén, hin lai kéo tiép, nd van khong dong day, hin lién cudng 1én, van hét st
lwc mam méi midm loi ma 16i.

Trac Moc Cuong Ba ngac nhién nhan ra, tén du kich kia mit ¢ nhin minh chong choc, hai tay 6m
mot cai dudi trin ra sirc ma kéo, lai con khong ngirng cudi gan lanh lung v6i ga nira, sdc mit trong hét
sttc quai di. Trac Moc Cudng Ba lién nhic nhd: “Ay, nay ndy...” Tén du kich hét 16n 1 tiéng, khong
ngd da kéo ca con trin ra khoi déng xwong cot. Con trin dang ngt say birng bung tirc gian, cai dudi
cudn 1 cai, tén du kich con chua kip kéu 1én tham thiét da bi dai xudng, chi thay déng xwong nhap nhod
cudn song, 1 cai unho luc trdi 1én lac hup Xuéng chay lan sang phia bén kia hé tuin tang, roi 4 bé lai
tré nén tinh ling. Trac Moc Cudng Ba voi vang virt khic xwong ddy mau trong tay di, 1am d4u chir
thap trudc nguc, roi quay nguoi trd lai.

Thay gido su Phuong Tan va Puong Man, gi khong doi cho 2 ngudi kip héi, ni ludn: “Xong hét
roi, di thoi. Thiy gido, Man Man, chiing ta nhanh di khoi day thoi, chd nay nguy hiém qua, khap noi

dau ciing thdy trin Nam My. Trong hd tuin tang ciing c6 nira.” Pudng Man nghe ma mit hoa that sic.



Giao su Phuong Tan néi: “Cung dién cta Tt than, théng thuong cac vi quan vuong khi chét déu tu
xung 1a Tt than, dang tiéc qua, ching ta khong tim duoc cach md canh cira ndy.” Pung trudéc mot canh
ctra khong 16 nhu vay ma khong thé tién vao, giao su Phuong Tan 1ay lam tiéc nubi, ctr tho van than
dai mai khong thoi. Trac Moc Cuong Ba cong lat ma A La 18n, 4 ngudi lai tiép tuc tién vé phia gian
sanh trung tAm tiép theo. Bon ho khong hé dé ¥ thdy chd thdp nhat ctia canh cira khong 16 kia dang nga
dan sang sic do, con nhirng duong hoa vin chay doc nhu b co bo thit thi lien tuc hut cai sic d6 1om
dé — mau cua mau tuoi — dua 1én cao.

Soares ban ron khac thuong, ¢t di di lai lai trong huyét tri, trong dau khong ngimg hoi tuong lai:
“Lan trudce 1a dat gan ¢ vi tri nay, bén dudi 1a mat, mot cai, hai cai, ba cai; qua t6t roi, mau chay theo
duong nay xudng bén dudi rdi. Pé nhé lai xem ndo, 1an trude dit than & chd nio nhi? Chd nay a?
Khong phai, chic 1a chd dé bang quang méi phai chr? Dé nghi lai xem nao? Con me nd! Tai sao cai
thir nay lai phirc tap thé nhi? Thang khi kia c6 néi, nghi thirc nay khong phai cua ngudi Maya, 16t cudc
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la cta dan toc nao nhi? Phirc tap 16n xon thé!” Y ngoanh dau lai kiém tra xem Gonzales lam dén dau,

roi 10n tiéng goi: “Nay, thing béo! Nhé cho k¥, tim da cuia ngudi ¢ gitta phai cing ra diy, néu khong
mau chay qua s& 1éch duong, dén luc 4y thi ctia khong mo ra dau!”

Gonzales hoai nghi hoi: “Trong canh cira nay, dung 13 lang md cuia qubc vuong thit hay sao?”

Soares no6i: “Chang 1& may van con nghi ngd? Tao di ton bao nhiéu ndm nghién ctru ¢ day roi. May
nghi cho k§ ma xem, c4 dia cung ndy ¢ ting nao nhiéu co quan bay rap nhu vdy khong, hon nira con
bao nhiéu dong vat nguy hiém canh gitr, ngoai lang md ra, con noi nao khic can bao vé nghiém ngit
nhu vay khong.”

Cap mat ti hi cua Gonzales sang 16e 18n, hoi: “Bén trong ay, chac 1a c6 nhiéu do tiy ting lam phai
khong?”

Soares von da dinh néi: “Thé‘mg béo chét tiét, may dén mudn mat méy nam, bon tao da léy di hét
roi,” nhung bét chot trong thdy cai tran nhé nhai mo hdi dau ctia Gonzales, lién d6i y: “Dung vay, bén
trong lag nhirng thir vi qudc vurong niy wa thich nhat khi con séng, con ¢ rat nhiéu d6 vat duoc cac
chii nd 16 tién cdng, theo tinh todn so bo ctia tao, do bén trong ay phai tinh bang tan ay, hon nita con
khong thé dém hét c6 bao nhiéu thi nita.” Y nhin bd dang hoi run réy ctia Gonzales, thAm nh:
“Chuyén nay thi tao khong lira may nhé, chi c¢6 diéu h cac thir 4y khong con bén trong nita roi.” Nghi
doan, y lai bao Gonazales, “Tao nghi, 1 minh tao chic chin khong thé 14y hét duoc chd 4y, vao trong
d6 rdi, ching ta chi 1ay nhitng thtr tot nhat thoi.”

“Pay, ddy...” Gonzales vira kinh ngac lai vira mirng r3, kich dong dén mtrc khong biét ndi gi cho
phai.

“Theo nhitng gi ghi chép trong so tay cua Pieri, gian dai sanh trung tim chinh 13 ‘bau trdi sao’ roi,

rot cudc ‘bau troi sao’ 1a gi vay nhi? Tai sao lai 1a ‘bau troi sao’ cht?” Doc duong di, khong biét gido



su Phurong Tan d3 suy nghi vé van dé ndy bao nhiéu 1an. Tinh toan dua theo téc dd di bo ciia ho, 6ng
biét, ho d3 cang luc cang dén gin gian dai sanh goi 13 “bau trdi sao” rdi. Sau khi hudng Nam Bic
chuyén thanh hudng Pong Tay, bd cuc chinh thé ciia cac gian sanh ciing dan c6 thay d6i. Khi di qua
gian sanh thtr mudi, 1an dau tién gido su Phuong Tan bat dau trong thdy tran nha. Tran cac gian sanh
dang thip dan xudng, nhung ai ma biét duoc bén trén kia con c6 gi nita? Cac birc twong than khong 16
bién mét, tranh trén tudng cha yéu vé hinh anh nd 1é xwong khod, ¥ nghia thé nao nhét thoi chua thé 1y
giai dugce. Nhung du sao gido su Phuong Tan ciing ghi toan bd hinh vao may tinh, trd vé roi s& tir tir
nghién ctru hodc thinh gido ban bé. Pau lau ciing ¢ thé trong thay do trang sirc nhé hinh dau lau, tham
chi o céi chi nho bang ban tay, trong rat giéng cac mon d6 bay bién treo trong nha, nhung lai khong
thé cham bira bai, boi bat cir lic ndo ciing ¢6 kha ning dong tdi chdt khoi dong cac loai bay nguy hiém
chét nguoi.

“Pén roi.” Bon ngudi dimg lai trudce cira. Canh cira gian dai sanh trung tim ndy khac han cira cac
gian sanh xung quanh va ca nhitng noi khac nita. Khung ctra thudn tron, trong nhu doan dng nude xuyén
qua 1 birc tudng, khoang cach gitra 2 mit tudng phai téi mudi miy mét. 4 ngudi ding ¢ dau ndy nhom
sang phia c6 gian sanh chinh duoc goi 13 “bau trdi sao” & dau kia, nhung chi thdy 1 ving toi den nhur
muc.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba canh gidc ndi: “Bén trong khong cé canh cira, sao lai nhu vay nhi? Thé nghia
1 thé nao?”

Gi4o su Phurong T4n nhin vao long éng tron, noi: “Pay khong han 13 hinh tron, ¢6 vé doan dudng
nguo1 Maya duc moé phdng theo hinh khiic xwong dui nguoi thi phai.”

Puong Man dua ngudi vao Trac Moc Cuong Ba 11 nhi: “Bén trong hinh nhu rat nguy hiém, em cam
giac dugc ma, em sg, SQ, em sQ 1am.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba noi v6i gido su Phuong Tan: “Chung ta xem trong cudn so kia c6 ghi chép gi
khong?”

Giao su Phuong Tan bat hinh anh cuén so cua Pieri 1én. Ba ngudi chim chi doc 1an luot timg
trang, cudi cung ciing tim thiy doan miéu t tudng tan vé thir goi 13 “bau trdi sao™ : “... that su qua
dep, trong tda dia cung tim t6i Am u tran ngdp mui mAu tanh va hoi tho ciia cai chét nay, day 1a gian
phong dep nhét t6i phat hién ra. Nguoi Maya c6 dai da dung tri tué ctia minh sang tao nén hét ky tich
nay toi ky tich khac, khién toi hoan toan chim dam say sua trong 4o gidc mé ly tuyét voi ay, tham chi
t6i con trd nén ich ky, khong mudn ngudi dén sau ciing chia sé canh twong tuyét dep nay, t6i da ldy. ..
(thiéu). Plng luc nay, nguy hiém dot nhién nay sinh. .. (thiéu), ding 12 ngan can treo soi toc, dén h hoi
twéng lai, toi van con chua hétsg...”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba tron tron mait, quy véi cai may tinh xach tay, gao 18n tirc toi: “Tai sao? Tai sao
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lai khong c6 nita? Tai sao lai khong c6? Tai sao cit dén chd nao quan trong 13 lai nhu vay cha?



Giao su Phuong Tan s¢ gd nhat thoi tire gidn dap vo mat chiéc may tinh, voi vang cAm 1én, dong
thoi an ui: “Yén tam di, noi nguy hiém hon, khé khin hon nhiéu ma chung ta con vugt qua duoc co
ma. Mic du cudn so ¢6 chd thiéu sot, nhung ciing khong thé trach nguoi ta, ¥ troi di thé, ching ta da
c6 rat nhiéu loi ich tir cudn s6 ndy rdi, khong thé doi hoi nhiéu thém nira. Di vao xem sao di, du nguy
hiém thé ndo ching ta van phai di qua d6 thoi.”

Po6i mil chiéu sang, cam dén pha trong tay, 3 nguoi di xuyén qua 6ng tron, budc vao gian dai sanh
“bau troi sao”. Ky la 1 diéu 13, trong gian sanh nay hoan toan khong c6 gi. Mot mui hoi thdi quai di
lan toa trong khong khi, dudi chin chi 1a san d4 binh thuong, vach tuong tréng khong. Pén pha quét
qua, ngoai phat hién ra 1 mai vom rat thip, khong thiy gi thém nita. Mai vom gian sanh nay tuyét doi
khong c6 gi dic sic. Cam giac ctia ho lac nay hét nhur vira budce tir 1 cung dién chira day cac tic pham
nghé thudt sang cai kho da tréng huéch tréng hodc, ning mui tir khi vay. Purong Man bat mén thdt 1én:
“Thé nay ma goi 1 dep 4? Pay 1a gian dai sanh xau nhat em tirng thy thi c¢6, hon nita...” C6 chun
chun miii: “Mui & day kho nguri qua.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba va gido su Phuong Tan ciing 1y 1am kho hiéu, chd nay trong miéu ta cta Pieri
qua that khic biét qua 16n. Mai vom thip kia thinh thoang lai phét ra nhing tiéng “cuc cuc cuc”, twa
nhu bén trén dang c6 vo ) nguoi di di lai lai vay. Trac Moc Cuong Ba héi gido su Phuong Tan, li¢u
c6 phai d6 1a doan khéo sat ctia chinh pht nudc sé tai phai dén hay khong. Cau tra 101 clia gido su
Phwong Tén 12 khong thé nao, vi tit ca cac 4m thanh déu chi han ché ¢ trong gian sanh nay. Ong suy
doan, & day c6 18 1a khu vuc then chdt cta ¢d may diéu khién, tiéng dong bén trén, chinh 13 do chuyén
dong tir d6 phat ra.

Bon ho di vong quanh dai sanh nhung khong phéat hién ra bat cir khe ho ho' dudng ham nao, chi tim
thay gitta dai sanh c6 1 cai tru d4, cao bang nira nguoi. Gido sw Phwong Tan cho rang day chic 1a
ngudi xua sung bai sinh thue khi ma tao ra, nhung Puong Man lai t6 y phan ddi, vi gitra tru da nay lai
c6 1 vét khia 16m xudng, dudng nhu 13 dé thir gi khac nita, xem ra thir d6 da bi nguoi ta 1ay di mat roi.

Tim kiém 1 hoi 14u, 3 nguo1 vo cung that vong chuén bi roi di, chi biét trach trinh do thudng thirc
nghé thuat ctia minh kém qua, ngudi ta 1a nha thim hiém tién boi di bao d6 1a gian dai sanh dep nhat,
vay ma bon ho lai chang thiy dep & chd nao. Pung lic d6, Puong Man chot chi tay 1én chd tiép giap
gitra tuong va mai vom kéu lén: “Moi nguo1 nhin kia, hinh nhu ¢é dnh sang, hinh nhur c6 4nh sang
kia!”

Qua nhién, & 4 birc trong tiép giap ay, anh sang 1oe 1én choi mat, twa hd nhu vach d4 kham vo sb
bao thach dang phat ra nhitng tia sang du db ngudi ta. Trac Moc Cudng Ba néi: “Quadi la that, vira ndy
lam gi ¢6 &4nh sang nao nhi.”

Gio su Phuong Tan gio tay 1én: “Guom di, dé t6i nghi xem nao, hinh nhu nguoi Maya c6 dai c6 1
k¥ thuat, phai, ding cai gi 4y nhi? P4 van miu, dang rdi! Chinh 1a ¢4 van miu! Ngudi Maya chén dé



van mau vao tuong trude, sau d6 ho sir dung mot loai ki xdo phan xa va chiét xa, dan 4nh sang vao
trong phong, khién céc goc tudng déu sang ruc r& huy hoang, ngd nhu phép mau vay.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba noi: “Noi nhu vay, vira roi con toi mu t6i mit, gio lai théy anh sang, nguff)n anh
sang do la...”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan gat dau dap: “Anh trang, ho lo1 dung qui dao van hanh ctia mat trang, khi
trang 1én té1 1 dJ cao nhét dinh, thong qua su chiét xa va phan xa khéo 1€o, anh trang s¢€ dén duoc tﬁng
dia nguc thtr ndm nay. Tri tué ctia ngudi Maya qua di vuot xa nhirng gi chiing ta tuéng tuong vé ho.”

Puong Man nhin 4 buc tudng 1ap 16a anh sang nhu tran chau bao ngoc, khong nén ndi budt miéng
thét 1én : “Pep qua!”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba noi: “Nhung khong thé coi 1a dep tuyét tran dugc, ciing 1dm chi 1a chau ngoc
binh thuong ma thoi.”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan nhan nai noi: “Poi chit di, mit tring dang di chuyén, con ¢6 bién hoa nita.”

Dai sang lap lanh trén trong di dan dan thu lai, trudc tién nhu chiée thit lung lua da quy, roi thu
lai tra nhu 2 soi day chuyén bang da quy ¢ 2 bén trai phai, ddy chuyén van tiép tuc rut lai, cudi cting
tu thanh vat thé phat quang hinh cdu nom giéng vién ngoc minh chau. Gido su Phuong Tan ra hiéu moi
nguoi lui lai 2 bude, noi: “Nguén sang dang tu lai, qua trinh nay qua la dep that!”

Chi thay 2 vién minh chiu ¢ 2 bén cang ltic cang sang, tra nhu vién ndi don trong miéng rong sap
thoat thai thanh hinh t6i noi. Cudi cung, 4nh sang thoat khoi pham vi ctia 2 vién minh chau, hinh thanh
nén 2 chum tia chiéu 1én tru da & gitra dai sanh, dich chuyén dan tir dé try 1én trén, mdi luc 1 téa rong
va sang choi 1oi hon.

Dang cao dén dinh try, chum sang lai chum vao thanh 1 khéi trang dju nhe. Ba nguoi khong ai bao
ai déu bat giac tat hét mii chiéu sang. Nhitng bién hoa vira rdi khién ca ba ngudi déu cam than mai
khong thoi. Ping néi 14 ngudi Maya ¢d dai, du 14 ngudi hién dai ciing nhat dinh coi day 1a 1 phép
mau. Ludng anh sang tira nhu tir chdn thién dinh chiéu roi, khién nhitng ngudi ching kién déu c6 cam
giac nhu bén trong d6 hién hién 1 vi thién than dang ha xuéng chon nhan gian.

Thay ludng sang trang tu lai gan ranh trén tru d4, hinh dang vét 16m rat giéng anh chup CT xuong so
ngudi, dot nhién gido su Phuong Tan bing tinh ngd kéu 1én: “Cai dau 1au pha 1é kia dau? Trong thi
hanh 1y ctia ong Pieri khong phai co 1 cai dau 1au pha 1& hay sao?”

Puong Man voi luc tim 1ay chiéc dau 1au pha 18 trong ba 16 ra. Gido su Phuong Tan nhur 1 gido do
thanh khan, nin th cung kinh dat n6 vao vi tri cii. Chiéc dau 1au va vét 16m hoan toan trung khit 1én
nhau.

Pung khoanh khic d6, anh sang bung 1én, chiim sang twa nhu sao bang roi xuéng nham thach, hoa
ltra ban tung toe. Nhung nhitng déa hoa 1tra éy lai 4nh 1én séc lam nhan nhat diu nhe, né bung trén mat

dat, roi ngoan ngoéo, ban toe ca 1én 3 ngudi, suot qua than thé ho nhu nhitng ngdi sao bang xanh ngin



ngat, dep la luing, ma khong luu lai dau tich gi. Dan da, tat ca tu hét 1én mai vom. Khi céc tia sang xanh
lam sang ruc 1én hét ¢, chiéc dau 1au pha 1€ lién phat ra sic lam bao thach, 6ng anh lung linh.

Trong khoanh khic ay, thoi gian luu chuyén, bau troi hién ra, nhirng ngdi sao mau lam dju trai khap
mai vom, khong ngirng chuyén dich, toan bo quang canh hét nhur vil try ménh mang, hu 4o vo cliing vo
tan. Ca miy ngudi déu kinh ngac dén ngo ngan. Dai sao kia con dep hon ca cac vi sao thit, con ménh
mong hon ca Ngan ha. Nhit thoi, khong ai thot ra dugc ndi cam than trong 1ong, khong ai miéu ta ndi
minh dang nhin thay thr gi, tra nhu dang ngdi trén tau vii try, nhin qua cta kinh thdy 1 bau troi sao
hoan toan xa la, dep tuyét tran ma tran tré cam giac mé 4o, khién ngudi ta chim dam say mé, quén mat
minh dang & chén nao. Bon ho déu mé man chim dam, phang phat nhu dang doi cho dugc tré vé vong
tay cua than, bdng chdc cam ngd dugc than phan qua u nho bé cta con nguoi, kiép ngudi qua u ngin
ngtii, moi diéu huyén diéu ctia thé gian nay lam sao c6 thé phan dinh rd, nhin cho xac thyc duoc.

Toan bd qua trinh kéo dai chirng mudi may phut, cudi cing anh sang mo dan, rdi tan bién. Trac
Moc Cudng Ba tham chi con dat dao khich dong mudn dudi theo anh sang éy, tua nhu 1 dira tré bi than
b6 roi, trong 1ong tran ngap uét (rc va bat min. Gido su Phuong T4n thi dimg ngy ngin, quén ca ghi
lai ky quan khién nguoi ta rung cam t6i tan day 1ong. Poi tdi khi 6ng nhd ra, thi bau troi sao da bién
mat khong con tam tich. Ong thip giong thi thim: “Bau trdi sao, bau trdi sao! Khong ngo lai nhu
vay... nhu vay...” My 1¢, tir niy khong thé dung dé hinh dung canh twong ho vira nhin thay. Puong
Man khong nghi ndi duoc gi, chi mudn khoc. Vé dep vuot qua gidi han khién ngudi ta say mé no,
duong nhu chinh 13 thr loai ngudi van ludn theo dudi tir thoi thai ¢o - su ton tai cta thin thanh. Dung
vay, bau troi sao xoay chuyén 4y khién ngudi ta phai tin rang, trong vil try ndy, that sy ¢6 Chaa Troi
ton tai.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba si mé nhin chiéc du 1au pha 18, hoi 1au sau méi cat tiéng: “That khong thé nao
tin noi, dich thuc, day dich thyc 1a gian dai sanh dep nhat.” Ca toa dia cung c6 v6 sb gian dai sanh, c6
thé hing vi, ¢ thé trang 18, nhung ngoai gian dai sanh 1ap lanh phét sang trong bong dém nay, qua that
la khong no1 nao xirng dang véi 2 chir “my 1€” nira.

Gido su Phuong T4n ngin ngir, khong biét nén cét chiéc dau lau pha 1 vao ba 16 hay dé no lai day.
Tt ca déu qua ddi hoan my, vé dep khién ngudi ta mé dam, phai nén dé cang nhiéu ngudi biét dén
mdi dung, chang trach Pieri khong mudn chia sé cting ngudi khac. Ong cam chiée dau lau 1én, néi:
“Trong cac tu liéu chung toi da nghién ciru, trong truyén ngudi Maya tong cong c6 13 chiée dau lau
pha 18 tir thoi vién cd, ngudi nao co thé thu thap ca bo 13 chiée dau 1au nay s& nhin thiy ky tich cta
than. Gio day trén thé gidi da xuat hién tong cong ba chiéc dau l1au pha 18 that, 1 chiéc ¢ bao tang Anh
qubc, 1 chiéc & Paris, con 1 chiéc bi mat trom & My, dén h van khong biét tung tich, ngoai ra con c6
v6 s6 do gia mao. Toi nghi, chiéc dau lau pha 1é trudc mat ching ta day, chac 1a 1 trong s6 do.”

“Um, nhit dinh 1a vay,” Pudng Man git manh dau. “Céanh tuong vira ro1, tudng nhu khong phai thir



con ngudi co thé tao ra dugc.”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan noi: “Gid toi da hiéu tai sao 16i vao nay phai xay thanh hinh ng rdi, chinh 1a
dé tranh anh sang, chi c6 vay, anh sang trong gian dai sanh niy méi dugc gitt lai hét bén trong chu.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba lai cam thdy c6 gi d6 bat on, sy min cam troi sinh khién gi phat hién ra dang
ton tai moi nguy hiém. Tir lic bau troi sao xuat hién, tat ca tiéng dong trén dau déu ngung lai, con lac
ndy, tiéng dong lai 16n hon bét ¢ luc ndo, rAm rip phuc tap, khong giéng nhu tiéng chuyenr dong ctia
may moc, ma dich thuc la tiéng budc chan cua loai dong vat nao do. Trac Moc Cuong Ba dua mét
nhin lai canh ctra hinh ong dan sang dai sanh khac kia, hoi: “Tai sao Pieri lai canh céo chiing tan guy
hiém s& d6t nhién xuat hién? Thay gido, thay nhin dudng ong kia xem c6 gidng hang dong gi khong?”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan noi: “Hang dong? Puong dng tdi om nhu vay, néu ndi gidng hang dong, thi chi
gidng hang chudt thoi...ha, chudt!”

Ba ngudi 1ap tire tinh ngd, thir mii ky quai trong gian dai sanh nay, tiéng budc chan hén tap trén
dau, ctra hinh 6ng, 40 giac khién nguoi ta thiy bat an, tit ca déu da c6 1 101 giai thich hop 1y. Nhung 1
diéu ma ho khong biét, d6 1a bau troi sao vira roi phatra 1 loai tin hi€u ngan nam bat bién di in siu
vao ky trc ctia nhitng dong vat khong 10 y, chang han nhu 13 ¢6...4n!

Ba ngudi voi co gio bo chay, vira qua khoi cua hinh 6ng, chot nghe “chi” 1 tiéng, mot c4i mong
khong 16 da bit kin 16i vao gian sanh, that dung 13 ngan cén treo soi toc. Gido su Phuong Tan lap lai:

“Nguy hiém d6t ngdt xudt hién, hoa ra 13 nhu vay...”



Huyét tri

Soares hai 10ng vo vo tay, nhay xudng khoi huyét tri, néi vi Gonzales: “Di thoi, huyét tri khoi
dong rdi, canh cira Ay nam doi dién v6i gian dai sanh nay, ching ta di nhanh thi chi mét nira tiéng, ma
thoi gian dé huyét tri khai dong con 1au hon thé nira.”

Gonzales cung kinh dap: “Vang.”

Soares khong khoi dua mit nhin tén béo thém 1an nira, “Thing tén Basaka vira ndy 1a tro tha dic
luc ciia thing béo nay thi phai, viy ma lic 16t da hin, thing béo cir nhu dang 16t da mot con chd hoang
vay, thai do hung tan dy khién tén béo ndy cang to ra cung kinh thi lai cang nguy hiém, c6 diéu, chi can
minh luén manh hon hin, han ciing khong dam lam bira dau. Van con chd phai dung dén tén map nay,
tam thoi chua thé giét hén duge.”

Hai muoi phut sau khi Soares va Gonzales roi khoi huyét tri, bon Trac Moc Cudng Ba ciing dén
day. Vira trong thiy bo cuc va két cu ciia dai sanh, miy nguoi lién biét ngay chd niy khac vdi nhitng
noi khac. Trac Moc Cuong Ba dung trude ctra noi: “Thay gido, day chic 1a gian dai sanh trung tim
cudi cung rdi, ching ta di di qua hét ca bon gian dai sanh, di nira, thi thanh mot vong tron d6.”

Gido su Phuong TAn md ban d6 2D trong may tinh ra: “Dé t6i xem nao, ha? Troi dat!”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba voi hoi: “Sao vay?”

Giao su Phuong Tan thang thdt ndi: “Hai nguoi xem, 10 tuyén ma chiing ta vira di, thyc ra chi 1a
bbn dudng bién bén ria tang thir ndim nay thoi, du di hét thi cling chi duoc chirng mot phan ba ca tang
la cung.”

Chi thy trén ban d6 2D may tinh v& ra, bon dudng thang kéo dai tao nén mot hinh vudng, con cac
gian sanh ho di qua déu chi nim & ngoai vi hinh vudng d6 ma thoi, ca mot khu vire 16n & gitta van con
tréng khong. Pudng Man noi: “O, c¢a mot khu vure 16n ndy déu nam bén trong canh cira khong 16 kia.”

Gido su Phuong Tan git dau: “C6 18 vay.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba noi: “Tam thoi ké no d3, xem trong cudn so coi gian dai sanh ndy ¢6 gi hung
hiém khong.”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan kiém tra lai rdi néi: “Khong c6 gi, ong Pieri bao, & diy c6 mot thir ong ay
hoan toan khong hiéu 13 cai gi, khong biét c6 bay rap co quan gi khong, trong gidng nhu mot tang phod
mai khong 16 bang da. Chung ta thir qua xem 13 phd mai gi.”

Ba ngudi budc vao gian dai sanh, thir dau tién dap vao mat, 13 mot tang da trang khong 16. Tang da
trang hinh chit nhat 6 chiém hét mot nira khong gian dai sanh, phia trudc c6 ba try thiang dtng, phia
trén chirng ba mét lai viron ra mot thanh ngang, bén trén thanh ngang treo nguoc ba ¢ thi thé, tu thé



chic dau xudng dat, chan chong 1én troi véi nhirng vét thuong 16 10 trén cd, khién nguoi ta dé dang
nhan ra miy ngudi ndy vira bi ai d6 cit tiét. Puong Man bat kéu 1én khe khé. Trac Moc Cuong Ba voi
bit mat ¢6 lai. Canh twong nay that qua kinh khiing, 13 ké nao da dung cach thirc tan nhin nay, rdt cudc
han mudn gi?

Gi4o su Phuong Tan ciing quan sat tang pho mai khong 16 trude mit. N6 cao chirng ngang dau
nguo1, dai khoang trén hai chuc mét, rong muoi 1am mét, ca mot khdi lap phuong sac mui mau tanh
lom. Ong nghi hozc thét 1én: “Pay 1a thir gi vay? Trong tu lidu ctia chiing ta chua ting nhic t6i mot vat
thé ndo nhu vay ca.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba ciing hét sirc nghi hodc: “Thiy gido, thiy c6 biét day 1a cai gi khong?”

Gido su Phuong Tan lac dau: “Khong biét, chua ¢ tu 1iéu ndo vé nguoi Maya nhic dén tht ky qua
ndy, khéng hiéu bén trén 13 cai gi nira.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba noi: “Dé tdi tréo 1én xem sao.” Vira luc d6, gi chot nghe thiy mot 4m thanh
vira xa X6 mi mit lai tira nhu & ngay sat bén tai: “La huyét tri, day 1a huyét tri ma!” Am thanh ay tua
ho nhu vang 18n tir dudi dia nguc. Trac Moc Cudng Ba giat thot minh, “chang 1& minh bj ma 4m?”

Giong ndi éy lai cit 1én: “Nhanh 1én, nhanh 1én, lai gﬁn mdt chit, dé toi xem rd hon.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba toat hét ca mo hoi lanh, lai nghe giong ndi kia trach moc: “Con ngén ra déy
1am gi, lai gan mot chut di, chang 18 ca 6ng gia gy yéu nhu t6i cau cling khong cong duoc nita sao?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba vira kinh ngac vira mung r& reo 1én: “A, A La dai su, ngai tinh roi! Ngay, van
khée chur, khong sao chir.” Ga gid moi syc nhd, thi ra trén lung minh con dang cong mot nguoi, trong
1ong ty nhii: “Cha, than kinh kém qua, thanh ra tu minh nghi than nghi quy.”

Pudng Man voi bat mach cho lat ma A La, do nhiét do roi mung r& thdt: “Pai su, ong hoi phuc
nhanh that.”

Lat ma A La néi: “Tac dung ctia thubc do, t6i chi mdi hdi phuc than tri thoi, phién moi ngudi qua.”

Gido su Phuong Tan néi: “Chd noi vay chir, chiing ta 1a mot tip thé co ma.”

Lat ma A La lai giuc gid: “Nhanh 1én, dua t61 lai gﬁn do xem nao.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba 1ién cdng lat ma A La téi gan huyét tri. Nha su gia nhin thiy ba xac chét treo
nguoc, tram ngdm néi: “Khong biét ai di khai dong huyét tri roi. Cudng Ba thiéu gia, cdu 18n trén xem
thir ¢6 nhitng thir gi, roi bao lai vai toi. Nhé cho k¥, bat dau tir bén trai, bén trén c6 nhiéu ranh nho,
trong cac ranh dy c6 thir gi, khong duoc bo sot thir ndo ca.” Lat ma A La giau kin ndi vui ming trong
1ong, tm tri khong nglng reo 1én: “Chinh 13 ddy rdi, chi c¢6 noi diy mdi co thé c6 huyét tri. Toa thanh
duoc 4nh sang toa chiéu nhat dinh & gan day thoi. Pai Ty Tai Phat vi dai tuyét ddi, xin Nguoi phi hd
cho con tim ra va mang dugc Toa thanh dugc dnh sang tda chiéu tro vé.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba tréo 1én phia trén huyét tri. Canh twong trude mat khién ga duge mot phen
kinh hon tan dom. Ngay phia bén duéi ba cb thi thé treo nguoc Ay, con co ba ¢d thi thé khac. Mau tir



may thi thé treo nguoc chay xudng qua ba cb thi thé dit trén huyét tri da ngdp qua nira mot cai hd hinh
vuong bén dudi.

Lac Trac Moc Cudng Ba dtng trén huyét tri quan sat, lat ma A La ciing khong dirng lai. Ong nho
Puong Man va gido su Phuong Tan d& hai bén, di thang vao mép trong dai sanh, vira tim kiém vira
n6i: “Thong thudng ma néi, huyét tri s& khai dong canh cira d6i dién vai bon khu vue hinh vudng nay.”

Gido su Phuong T4n git dau: “Chinh 1a canh cira khong 16 & chd hé tudn tan r6i.”

Lat ma A La néi: “Thé nhung khi xay dung cong trinh, nguoi tho s& dé lai mot con duong khac, vi
khi chon day ndi lic ndo ciing ¢6 sai 1éch, can phai diéu chinh lai nhiéu lan, vong qua ca mdt khu vuc
rong 16n nhu vay dé diéu chinh sé rat phién phtrc. Btrc tudng nay han ciing c6 mdt canh ctra, khuat

"’

lap... & day!” Chi thdy sau khi co quan khdi dong, chan tuong lién 16 ra mot cira hang c6 thé chui vao.
Gido su Phuong Tan bat den chiéu roi vao, ndi: “Bén trong bi tuong bit kin roi.”

Latma A La g gd xudng dat, dap: “Pa chon dng ngdm rdi, bén trong c6 mot canh cira nhd, van
phai dung huyét tri mdi duoc, roi cat tiéng goi Trac Moc Cudng Ba, “T6i mudn 1én trén do, giup toi
mot tay.” Giao su Phuong Tan va Puong Man & dudi day, Trac Moc Cudng Ba bén trén kéo, cubi
cung cling dwa dugc lat ma A La 1én trén huyét tri. Ong dimg bén mép huyét tri, quan sat mot lac roi
lac dau: “K§ thuat tho 1au qua, chat d4 ¢ day khong hop dé ché tao huyét tri, c6 nhiéu chd con 1am sai
nita, nhung ciing tam dugc, phuong huéng dai thé van dung.”

Chi théy lat ma A La chadm réi buédc t61i, chinh 1y mot chut trong huyét tri. Diéu chinh xong xuoi,
dong mau ¢ gitta ba dong 1ap tirc d6i hudng, doan cudi chay xudng day huyét tri, khong hiéu con chay
di tiép toi dau.

Lat ma A La dao mdt vong quanh huyét tri, sau d6 to vé hai long gat dau: “Puoc rdi, ching ta
xudng thdi, ca qua trinh khdi dong cin miy phat thdi gian.” Than thé 6ng 130 ddo mudn ngd. Trac Moc
Cudng Ba voi d& 14y, dong thoi hoi: “Rét cude cai huyét tri ndy dung dé 1am gi vay?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba cung gido su Phuong Tan dua lat ma A La xudng dat, Puong Man t6i giup lat
ma A La xir 1y vét thuong, chi nghe vi su gia diém dam néi: “Tir lic & tAng cudi cing dén bay gio,
day mdi co thé coi nhur 13 mdt co quan chan chinh.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba kinh ngac thét: “Chan chinh? Vay nhitng cai trude d6 1a gi?”

Lat ma A La mim cudi dap: “Nhiing thir trudc d6, nhiéu nhét ciing chi ¢6 thé coi cam bay thoi. Co
quan chdn chinh 14 dé d6i pho riéng véi con ngudi, loi dung sy 1am 1an trong hanh vi va suy nghi ctia
con nguoi, & nhitng noi con ngudi hoan toan khong thé nghi t6i, dan dan din nguoi ta tién dén cai chét,
hodc khién con ngudi vinh vién chim ddm bén trong, hoac lam cho nguodi ta khong sao hiéu ndi, vé co
ban 1a cang lac cang xa. Nhitng cam bay chung ta gip trudc d6, mic du ciing c6 cai duoc sip dat rat
khéo 160, ciing c6 cai lién hoan néi nhau, nhung hoan todn nam trong pham vi suy nghi cua ngudi binh

thuong, bat ké 1a ai, chi can hoi dong ndo mdt chut 1a déu nghi ra 1a c6 tac dung gi. Hon nita phuwong



thirc khai dong ca ching chang qua chi 12 kéo mot cai chdt 12 xong. Loai cam bay nhu vay chi ¢ thé
ding dé bat da thi ma thoi.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba ngdy ngudi, thim nhii: “Lé nao minh gidng da thi 1am sao?”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan noi: “VAy tai sao huyét tri ndy lai c¢6 thé coi 1a co quan chan chinh?”

Lat ma A La suy nghi gidy lat roi dap: “Um, day 1a mot co quan khoi dong mé cira. Gid muén noi
cho k¥ cang thi e khong duoc mét rdi. Tom lai 14 né hoi giong vai hé thong nhan dién van tay dang
duogc sur dung hién nay. Co thé n6i 12 mot két tinh cua tri tué cd dai, chi co diéu qua nhiéu nghi thirc
thd' cung té bai 1am cho huyét tri ¢6 vé nhu khién ngudi ta khong sao chiu ndi. Trong mét cua ngudi
hién dai chung ta, day 1a thir vé dao dirc va phi nhan tinh.”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan ldy lam ngac nhién thét 1én: “Sao trong tu liéu cta toi khong thdy nhac dén
nhi?”

Lat ma A La guong cudi: “Co 1& 1a vi thtr nay vo cliing hiém gip.” Bong nghe “cach” mot tiéng, lat
ma A La vdi vang ndi: “Ctra md rdi, ching ta vao trong d6 thoi.”

H tudn tang, Soares va Gonzales mot trrd¢c mdt sau vira budc vao gian dai sanh da 13p trc trong
thay canh twong: Trong anh lira mi mit chap chon, vo s6 bong den khong 16 dang chay qua chay lai, rat
nhiéu trin Nam My§ to béng nguoi1 6m, trong nhu cai ¢dt nha li€n tuc bi ném tur tran nha toi om xuéng,
bén dudi 14 nhirng cai miéng do6i khat ha to, thinh thoang lai c6 vai cai bong khong 16 va bong tran
quan chit 14y nhau roi xudng. Gonzales bi canh twong Ay 1am cho hii dén tai mat. Soares ciing nhiu
chit hang 1ong may: “L& nao dén gio an cta ching r6i? Chi can dimg can duong ta 1a duoc.”

“Do6...do 1a... 1a cai gi vay?” Gonzales run run hoi.

Soares dap: “Chudt khé)ng 16 chau My, mot loai dong vat cung thoi dai voi khing long, bi cho 1a da
tuyét chung tir hang triéu ndm vé trudce, nhung & ddy thi co kha nhiéu. Ngudi Maya cb ¥ nudi tha ching
trong téng nay. Pay la mot hé sinh thai tu cép tu tic hoan chinh. O téng thir chin cta dia cung c6 hang
chuc triéu con do1i, bon ching c6 thé tu do bay ra ngoai tim kiém thirc dn. Con bon dong vat 16n nhu
tran Nam My va chudt khong 16 thi bi giam cam vinh vién ¢ tang thtr nim. O gan day c6 mot cai 16 16n,
1ii doi mubn ra vao dia cung phai chui qua d6. Bon trin canh & miéng 15 bt doi 1am thic dn, con bon
chuot khé)ng 16 léy tran ra lam thirc an. Khong can phai s¢ hai qua, tao tu ¢6 cach.” Noi doan, y lién
14y ra mot binh chat 16ng, dong tac nhanh nhu dang dién tro do thuat, bat dau phun 1én ngudi minh, roi
phun ludn cho ca Gonzales.

Gonzales ngiri thdy mot mui khai khai nhu mui nudc tiéu, khong nén ndi to mo hoi: “Pay 1a cai gi
vay?” Soares mim cudi dap: “Mot loai tin hi€u khién chung nhan ra déng loai, it nhat cling co thé dam
bao ching khong an thit bon ta.”

Hai nguoi bat dau di xuyén qua dan chudt khong 16 lac nhic vo sd ké. Gonzales khong thé ung dung

nhan tan nhu Soares. Ctr hé ¢ con chudt ndo hoi dong day 1a toan than hén lai run 1én ban bat, chi sg



kho giit n6i mang minh. Soares vira di vira nghi: “Thuc ra, néu chi dé bao vé tang dia cung thir nim
ndy, chi cAn bon trin Nam My 13 d rdi, can gi phai tha thém ca chudt khong 16 nira? Theo hiéu biét vé
sinh hoc cuia chiing ta thong thudng c6 sinh vat ¢& 1n ton tai thi méi c6 kha ning xuat hién ching loai
con 16n hon. Xem ra ngudi kia ndi khong sai chit nao, kha ning 4y rat 1n, rat co thé trong canh ctra
cam ky con chua mé ra duoc kia con c6 loai dong vat nao 16n hon nira!”

Hai nguoi bude lai gan canh ctra khong 1. Soares cudi cudi bao: “Nhin thiy chura, canh cira dang
tir tir chuyén sang mau do, khi hoan toan bién thanh mau do, né s& md ra.” Liic ndy phan cira nhuém
sdc mau di cao toi gin ba mét.

T6i cai ranh phia trudce canh cira, hai nguoi phéat hién ra thi thé tén du kich ndm trén mat dat da bi
chudt gim mat mot nira. Soares kinh hi kéu 1én: “Chung may con bao nhiéu nguoi & day nira?”

Gonzales lic dau: “Khong, khong biét. Chung toi bi bay rap giét mit kha nhiéu, lai c6 kha nhiéu
nguoi di lac vao duong ré nira.”

Soares 14p tirc ra 1énh: “May chay ngay vé chd huyét tri di! Khong thé dé nguoi khac thay doi vi tri
cac thtr trong Ay, chi can theo duong thing giira cac dai sanh 1 s& khong gip nguy hiém gi hét dau.”
Nhin 4nh mét tham lam cta tén béo nhin xody chong choc vao canh cira khong 16, Soares lai noi tiép:
“Céanh ctra ndy it nhat cling phai nira tiéng nira mdi nhich dong duoc, néu huyét tri bi pha hoai, cira s&
khéng md ra duoc nira! Mui trén ngudi may sé khién 1 chudt khong 16 khong dong cham dén, con i
tran ngtri thay cling chi né may di thoi, nhanh 1én!”

Gonzales van rut ré thip thom, budc di hét sirc ngan ngai. Soares lién noi thém: “A, phai 16, tao
quén khong noi cho may biét, khi thé trén ngudi may sé tan hét trong mot gio dong ho, dén luc Ay, hac
hac...” Hai tiéng cudi gan cudi cling ciia y 1am Gonzales dam dia mo hoi. Han voi 18 tAm than béo
nhiy chay ra ctra. Soares nhin xéc chét duéi dat, thim suy tu: “khong phai tranh chip ndi b cua bon
du kich, 12 ké nao nhi? Chang 1& lai 1a... miy con chudt bach kia? Hirm, suyt chat nira thi quén mat
bon chiing rdi, tré vé thang cha Merkin kia ma hoi, minh that khong biét tra 101 sao nita. Um. .. khon
nan!” Mau do & gitta canh cira di ngirng lai, riéng ¢ hai mé bén van tiép tuc dang cao.

Bon ngudi bon Trac Moc Cudng Ba bo qua 16i thong nhé hep, vao gian sanh bén trong, chi thay
bon b twong van c6 anh lira. Néu noi nhirng ngon dudc cdm trén vach déu loi dung &p luc tu nhién
ctia m6 dau dé dan dau thé vao, vay bé“mg cach nao dé cham lura trong n01 sanh nay 1€n, lai 1a mot van
dé khién nguoi ta kho hiéu nita.

Vira bo ra khoi duong ham, gido su Phuong Tan chua kip ding thing ngudi 16n da kéu 16n: “Day
1a lang mo! Khong ngo day lai 1a mot 1ang mo!” Noi sanh khong 16n 1am, so v&i dai sanh bén ngoai thi
nho hon rat nhiéu, uéc chirng chi khoang hai ngan mét vudng, canh tuong c6 vo sb cac twong than
khong 16, ding vay thanh mot vong nhu quan doi xép hang. Bon birc tudng déu 1a nhitng tic pham hoi

hoa ¢& 16n, 1an nay khong phai hinh n6 1¢ xuong kho nira, ma 1a tranh vé hién thuc, c6 canh chi huy



binh linh, canh di sin, canh té 1&. Cang khién ngudi ta thiy kich dong hon nita 13, bén dudi cac birc
tranh 14 nhitng hang van tu Maya ¢, tinh toan so bd dd chimg may ngan chit rdi. Pay 14 1an tha hai
Trac Moc Cudng Ba nhin thiy chir viét ctia ngudi Maya, nhirng hinh v& dau ngudi dau tha 4y, méi hinh
déu c6 y nghia khac nhau. Chinh giita noi sanh 1a mot cd quach d4, cao ba mét, dai rong déu hon ndm
mét, bén canh co6 mot déng xuong vun, dang tiéc 1a nép da bi 1at sang mdt bén. Lat ma A La vira vao

trong d6 da chay thing tdi d6. Canh twong nhin thdy 1am trai tim ong triu xudng, triu xudng mai.



Chuong 18:
TRO LAI TAY TANG

Vi vay néu ndi sinh vat ndo c6 thé séng mot ngan ndm, rin tuyét ddi co thé ndm trong pham vi tuyén
trach. Theo nhu tao doan, bén trong chéc 1a dang nhdt mdt con tran cuc 16n, von da tuy€t tich tir lau, vi
dai than cuc ky ton quy, ciing chinh 13 vi than ngudi Maya stng bai nhat. .. than Kukulkan! M6t con

tran khong 16 c6 long vii



Canh cura cam ky

Trong ¢d quach d4 12 mot quan tai nho, di bat mat ndp, chira mot bd xwong kho nam x6 1éch 1on
x0n, tra nhu bi ném vao may xay xat, moi thtr ving mot chd. Xuong mu ban tay, xwong cam déu bj hu
hai vi ngoai luc pha hoai. Xem ra ngoc bich deo tay va minh chau trong mi¢ng déu da bi léy di, dd
gom st dung trong quach da v& nat, cac thir bén trong c¢d 40 quan ciing mat sach. Lat ma A La chan
chudng ngdi bén canh ¢d quan tai nho, dau long gan nhur mudn khoc: “Hét rdi, chang con gi nira ca! Lii
trom mo dang chét, bon chung da trom hét cac thi roi! Khong, chung c6 hiéu biét nhu vay vé huyét tri,
khong thé 14 bon trom mo thong thuong duoc, nhét dinh 1a bon chiing, ngoai bon chiing ra...”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan lai dang hung phan khong sao ta xiét. May quay trong tay dng gio 1én khong
ngirng nghi, nhu sg bo sot mat chi mot chut thong tin. Ong hiéu rd, pham 13 lang md 16n, chi nhin déu
c6 dé lai vin bia ghi chép cac su tich huy hoang ctia minh lac con sdng & mdt noi ndo day. Nhitng van
tir nay khong chi c6 tac dung cuc ky quan trong d6i véi viée giai dap nhiéu cAu hoi vé nén vin minh
Maya, ma cao hon thé nita, ban than n6 da 1a mot pho lich str gitp hau thé biét dugc chii nhan cua
thanh tri nay, ngudn gdc ctia kim tyr thap ndy, cting rat nhiéu viéc ma ngudi ta khong thé nao nghi t6i.
Trén vach da co rat nhiéu chd bong tréc, ca phién da khic van tir ciing da roi xudng dat v tan tanh,
Gi4o su Phuong Tan ti mi ghi hinh ting manh v mot, du dinh sau khi tr& vé s& dung chuong trinh
may tinh phuc hdi nguyén trang.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba va Pudng Man nim tay nhau di quanh, nhu dang tham quan mot vién bao tang
vay. Nhiing btrc hoa tinh xao nhu that, cac van tu cd xua bi hiém, cd quach khé)ng 18, 1an nén d4 duéi
chan, budc mdi budc ¢ day duong nhu déu 1a di trén lich str, dudi mdi dau chan déu 1a mot di tich tir
ngan xua. Trén san ndi sanh 13 hai nguoi khong 16 v& theo tu thé dung thang, goc nhin nghiéng, mot
nam mot nit, phan dau bi kéo ra vira dai vira det. Ngudi dan 6ng gin trang strc bang 16ng chim nhod
cao, 40 ngin c6 dinh mil & cau vai va phién giap, trudc nguc deo mot soi day chuyén xau bang ngoc
phi thily, ngoai ra con deo khuyén tai, vong tay bang ngoc, minh quan da béo, tay cam phap trugng.
Ngudi dan ba ciing trang diém ruc rd, than siac cung kinh ma chan chtra tinh cam, dudng nhu dang mim
cudi ngdm nhin ngudi dan 6ng. Ngudi nghé si da dung duong nét luu loat troi chay ma diéu luyén ciia
minh khic hoa nén nét mit va tim trang khac nhau cua hai nhan vat: ngudi dan 6ng ung dung, tram tinh,
uy nghiém, ngudi dan ba can trong, hén mon, cung kinh, trong 4nh mit cting toat 1én tinh yéu sau sic.
Xem ra day han 1a quoc vuong ton quy va ai phi ctia ong ta. Puong Man noéi: “Dung 1a mot doi hanh
phtic khién nguoi ta phai ngudng mo nhi.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba khong nd phd hoai tuéng twgng 1ang man cia Pudng Man, bsi vi trong ndi



sanh ndy chi c6 quan quach ctia mdt minh qudc vuong, chir khong c6 ciia vi ai phi. Khong hiéu biét
13m vé vin ty va hinh v&, gd quay sang nhin c§ quach da khong 16. Nap quéch bi dap v& doi, hai mat
trén dudi déu c6 khic hinh. Mt trén bi dé 1én, chi ¢ thé nhin théy mot it van hoa bén ria, trong rat
gidng véi hoa vin rong cua Trung Qudc ¢ dai. Mit dudi cham khic nhitng hinh anh khac ctia quic
vuong, dang ngdi trén mot cai mit na khong 10, nguoi nga ra sau, mit huéng 1én troi cau nguyén, hodc
quy gbi khom lung, hai tay mot sap mot ngira, dang vé tua nhu dang chim ddm trong mot canh gidi siéu
nhién nao déy. Nhin dén bdn mit ¢d quach da, bén ngoai cham khic vo s6 hinh tuong, co cay, c6 chim,
¢ hoa van, c6 thd, lai thém thin minh 4n hién, téng thé vo cung phtrce tap, thé hién nghé thudt cao siéu
ctia nhitng nha diéu khac Maya c6 dai; bén trong 13 hinh phu diéu chin vi than, c6 18 1a chin vi da than,
dé vi qudc vurong ndm trong co thé théng soai chin vi than ctia dia nguc nay, nén dé cho chin vi vay
xung quanh quan tai bén trong.

Cd quan tai nho lat ma A La dang dya vao bén ngoai ciing trang tri nhitng hinh hét strc tinh xao,
nhung bén trong tuyét nhién khong cé gi, ¢6 1& von duogc 16t bang loai vai tron lang. Trac Moc Cudng
Ba thiy lat ma A La ngdy ngiy ngdi canh chiéc quan tai, mit ngudc 18n trin nha nhu da xuat than, budc
miéng hoi: “Sao vay a? Pai su?”

Lat ma A La tram giong dap: “Khéng c6 gi, rm... chic 1a mét qua, dé t6i nghi ngoi mot chit 1a d&
ngay.”

Puong Man khé néi: “Nhin bén kia kia, nhitng btrc bich hoa 4y...”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba ngoanh dau vé phia buc tudng day dic bich hoa. Burc tranh Puong Man chi
v& vo s6 16 18 bao vé mot tang da khéng 16 hinh vuong, bén canh c6 mdt thf?ly té an mic 1oe loet dang
hanh 1 v&i miy no 18 dung trude mit. Tang d4 vudng trong rat gidng huyét tri. Trac Moc Cuong Ba da
hiéu ra, day 13 nghi thirc dong lang md ctia ngudi Maya. Nhung gitra bire tranh dudng nhu ¢6 nhirng
duong van li ti chia nd thanh vo s6 6 vudng nhd, dudi mdi 6 déu co ky hiéu 1a nhirng chdm den, 6 ba
cham, ciing c6 6 mot cham, hai chim. Trac Mdc Cuong Ba khong hiéu ¥ nghia ciia cac ky hiéu, phong
doan c6 18 1a dau hiéu chi dan dung dé ghép burc tranh tuong 16n ndy. Ding luc d6, gido su Phuong
Tan no1 voi Trac Moc Cuong Ba: “Cuong Ba a, cau can than nhic cai nép nay 1én, to1 mubn ghi lai
céc hinh khic, khong thé bo sét thir nao duoc.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba gong hét sire luc, bap thit gb 18n, chong nira phién d4 1én cho gido su Phuong
Tan ghi hinh. Hinh khic trén ndp quach da hét strc quai di, chi mot nira thi tam thoi chwa nhin ra 1a cai
gi, nén phai nhap du ca vao 6 dir liéu may tinh. Gido su Phwong Tan hdu nhu di nhap xong toan bo céac
hinh v& tranh khic trong gian ndi sanh nay vao may tinh, lién thir ghép ching lai v6i nhau. Trac Moc
Cuong Ba va Puong Man chum dau xem. Dan déan, hinh dang c6 quach da di dugc phuc dung, mot
nira ¢6 hinh con ran moc 16ng vii quan quanh, dang vé song dong nhu thit, nira con lai khac hinh vi

than linh Pau trau Mt ngua. Gido su Phuong Tan néi: “Khong ngd dia vi lai ngang v6i ca than



Kukulkan nira nay!”

Vira luc d6, lat ma A La dang chim trong 40 ndo d dan tinh téo tré lai. Ong ding 1én, 1am bam:
“Khong dung, sao gian ndi sanh nay lai nho nhu vay, & day khong dung roi.”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan ngang dau: “Um, phai ddy, bén kia con mot canh cira 16n, t6i ciing khong hiéu
trong lang m§ nay con thir gi nira, xem ra con quan trong hon ca chinh né nira.”

Lat ma A La vira vao day d3 xong thang téi chd quan tai, gido su Phuong Tan ban ron ghi hinh ca
gian dai sanh, Puong Man tir dau dén cudi mé man ngém cac tuyét tac bich hoa, con Trac Mdoc Cuong
Ba thi khong hiéu biét Iam vé nhitng thir ndy, khong ai dé y tdi canh ctra bén trong ling mo. Nghe gido
su Phurong Tan nhic, ca bon ngudi khong ai bao ai bat giac cung budc tdi do. Chinh giita birc tuong
d4a gd 1én mot canh cira tam giac, nho khoi tuong dén hon mot mét, trong co vé rat day va niang. Hai
bén cira v& chi chit ky hiéu, giita ctra cham ndi hinh ngudi dat con quéi tha. Vé ¥ nghia ctia nhitng hinh
anh d6, khong ngd ca gido su Phuong Tan 13n lat ma A La déu khong néi gi dugc. Nhung lat ma A La
da phat hién ra tim cira d4 c6 hai 15 nhé va nim ming da nhé ra.

Lat ma A La noi: “Xemra phai c6 chia khoa méi mé dugc canh cira niy roi, tong cong ¢ bay chia
thi phai.” Trong khoang khic, ong lién trd nén hung phan: “Bon trom md khong mé dugc canh ctra
cudi cung ndy, vi khong di chia khéa, chi c6 nim chiéc, van con thiéu hai.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba nhin cadc mang da hinh canh chim, héi: “Pay 1a chia khoa hay sao?” Ga cam
thay nim ming da nay trong hét sitc quen miat.

Lat ma A La dap: “Khong sai, ddy 1a chia khoa mai bang da, nhin dang ctia cai 18 nay, chic 1a ta
nhu qua trimg vay.” Ong thim nhi: “Ca chia khoa ciing gidng nhau nhu vy, nhat dinh khong thé sai
dugc, toa thanh dugc dnh sang tda chiéu, toa thanh dugc anh sang tda chiéu nhat dinh dang ¢ trong
kia.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba noi: “T6i...hinh nhu t6i ¢ mdt chiée chia khoa,” rdi voi 1y vién thanh thach
cua nguoi Kukuer trong ba 10 ra.

“A!” Tam trang lat ma A La nhu thé vii mdt cai tir dudi dia nguc bay thang 18n thién dudng. Qua la
c6 Ptrc Phat van ning chi dudng din huéng, chuyén nhu vay khong thé ngo cling xay ra dugc. Hai tay
6ng run run nang vién thanh thach 18n, nhin nhitng dudng ranh trén d6, kich dong noéi: “Pung rdi, ding
101, day ding 1a chia kh6a md cénh ctra nay, doi ung d4u hiéu trén canh chim vé4i hinh vé trén 15 tron,
chic 1a... day la chia khoa cudi ciing, cim vao cai 16 thir bay.” Lat ma A La gio vién thanh thach lén
ngang vi 13 tron, chi nghe “cach” mot tiéng, chia khoa chui khép vao 16. Nha su gia chim chim an
chia khoa, noi: “Phai thuan theo dudng ranh ma tra chia, béng khong s& khong thé cam lat vao duoc,
canh ctra ndy ciing khong thé mo ra.” Sau miy tiéng “cach cach” lién tiép, chia méi hoan toan cam vao
16 khoa, vién thanh thach luc nay nhin chang khac gi nhitng chiéc chia khoa khac, chi con lai mot phan
nho hinh canh chim bén ngoai. Lat ma Ala g1 mo1 bt dau vin chia khoa, tit ca déu nin thd chim cha



quan sat, chd' doi nghe canh cira d4 phat ra nhirng 4m thanh khién nguoi ta khich dong.

Chia khoa vira xoay, canh ctra hinh tam giac ciing bat dau nhich dong, khéng ngo lai nho ra ngoai
thém méy chuc centimet nita. Lat ma A La gt dau ndi: “Gio chi con chiée chia khoa cudi cung nira
thoi.” Néi xong 6ng dua mat nhin ba ngudi, nhu thé hy vong lai ¢6 ai d6 dot nhién 1én tiéng “toi co
chia khoa,” nhung 1an nay thi khong ai tra 151 nita. Bén ngudi déu 1ay 1am that vong. Pudng Man thic
mic: “Pai su, bén trong c6 gi viy?”

Lat ma A La lac dau: “Khong biét, nhung canh cira nay chua tirng duoc md ra 1an nao, ma bén
trong 14 mot khong gian rat 16n nira, khong phai vy sao?”

Puong Man lai hoi: “Sao ngai biét 1a cira ndy chua bao gio mo ra?”

Lat ma A La chi vao hang chia khoa giai thich: “Nhitng chiéc chia khoa nay déu khic ranh hoa vin
moc nguoc, chung dugc thiét ké dé chi c6 thé s dung mot 1an, mot khi da cdm vao 18 khoa thi khoéng
thé nao rat ra duoc nita, vi vay mdi c6 nam chiéc chia khoa bi b6 lai day, hiéu chua ha? C6 diéu cling
phai hoi lai, Cudng Ba thiéu gia, cdu ldy dau ra chiéc chia khoa ay thé?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba néi: “Chuyén ndy a, noi ra thi dai 1am!” Liic nay, canh cira khung xwong khong
16 lai phat ra tiéng dong, gido su Phuong Tan kéu 1én: “Canh cira kia sdp mo ra roi, ching ta mau nap
di.” Lat ma A La duong nhu cham vao thtr gi d6 trén canh ctra d4 hinh tam giac, sau dé6 méi theo chan
ba ngudi ndp vao chd toi.

Cénh ctra da 16n cudi cliing ciing mo ra mot khe nho, Soares voi vang lach nguoi len vao. Vira vao
bén trong, trong thiy nip d4 dung nghiéng dua vao quan tai, y 1ap tic hiéu ra, dd c6 ngudi vao day
roi. Song Soares van cir lang lang di thang tdi chd canh ctra da hinh tam giac, dong thoi hét sitc can
than quan sat xung quanh, tham tu nhi: “Sao lai thé duoc, ching vao bang dudng nao chtr nhi? Gio lai
nap di dau roi?”

Di t6i trude canh ctra d4, canh trong trude mit gan nhu 1am y quén moi nguy hiém xung quanh. . .
trén ctlra 10 rang ¢ cam sau chiéc chia khoa, ciing c6 nghia 13, y s& tré thianh ngudi dau tién mé duoc
canh ctra d4 nay! Soares khong sao kiém ché néi ma bat cudi thanh tiéng: “Ha ha, ha ha ha! Ha ha ha
ha...”

Soarese 14y chiéc chia khoa cudi cung ra, trude khi cam vao 16 khoa, trong dau y chot vang 1én 1i
canh c4o cua ngudi d6: “Nhitng totem va ky hiéu trgng hinh nay néi cho ching ta biét, bén trong 1a
noi tri ngu ctia vi than linh cao quy nhat, ngay ca qudc vuong cling chi ¢ thé 1 ké hau ha nga cling
v6i Nguoi. Dé vi than vi dai ndy co thé sdng thoai mai trong dia cung, bon ho (tirc nguodi Maya) da
chuan bi cho than mot lugng thirc dn phong phi, ho goi dy 1a than Dakanua, tao nghi chac chinh 1 1ii
chudt khong 16 chau My kia. Ching may thir nghi xem, sinh vat ding chudt khong 16 chau My 1am thirc
an, thé hinh phai 16n dén nhudng ndao chir?”

Luc ay y da hoi: “Da hon mdt ngan nam ro1, chang 1€ sinh vat kia van con song hay sao?”



Po6i mat u uat kia quét ludt qua ngudi y, lam y hoang hbt bat an, chi biét cti gaim mit xudng lau mo
hoi. Mot thoang sau méi nghe ngudi kia ndi: “O 6 qudc clia tao c6 mot ciu ngan ngit ndi rang, linh xa
ngan tudi rua van tudi. Vi vay, néu noi sinh vat ndo cé thé séng mot ngan nam, ran tuyét dbi c6 thé ndm
trong pham vi tuyén trach. Theo nhu tao doédn, bén trong chic 1a dang nhdt mdt con tran cuc 16n, von
da tuyét tich tr 1au, vi dai than cuc ky ton quy, cling chinh la vi than nguo1 Maya sung bai nhét. .. than
Kukulkan! Mét con trian khong 16 c¢6 1ong vii! Ciing chinh vi vay, 1an ndy ching ta khong thu thap du
chia khoa noi khong chirng con 1a mot chuyén may mén nita, camera tha tir trén hd hién té & tang trén
da cho chung ta théy bén trong nay khong co gi hét, thir duy nhét ton tai duoc, chi c¢6 thé 1 loai sinh
vat dang so Ay thdi. Canh cira cam nay, ching ta dirng mé ra nira thi hon.”

Soares cha xat md hdi trong 10ng ban tay vao chiéc quan bo, ha quyét tim cim chiéc chia khoa cudi
cling vao mé canh cira cdm ky, y tham nhit: “C6 1& ddi voi nhitng ngudi khac trong doi, canh ctra cAm
ky nay chi dem lai nguy hiém ma khong hé c6 ich 1gi gi, nhung voi ta, loai sinh vat chua biét tén Ay s&
thay d6i cudc doi ctia ta. Chuyén ndy ta bang rirng vuot sudi t6i day, muc dich cudi cung chinh 1a dé
md canh cira nay ra. Bat ké 1 chudt hay quan du kich, khong ké nao co thé ngin ta dugc!” Nghi dén
day, chiéc chia khoa da chuyén dong, Soares cam thay toan than minh udt ddm moé hoi. Bon ngudi
dang nap trong bong t6i quan sat y cling va mo hdi, ai ndy déu chim chii mé mat trirng trirg nhin canh
ctra hinh tam giac. ROt cudc sau canh ctra d6 1a gi vay?

Ky quai, Soares xoay chia khoa rdi, nhung cira da khong dich chuyén nhu luc lat ma A La xoay
chia khoa, ma ciing khong c6 dong tinh gi, Soares tiép tuc van, nhung chiéc chia khoa bang da khong
hé nhtc nhich. Nét mit y Iac nay hét nhu mét ba me vura lac mét con, cuéng cué)ng kiém tra khép canh
ctra d4, nhung hoan toan khong thé phat hién ra dugc diéu gi. Y non nong di di lai lai trong gian ndi
sanh, dot nhién phat hién ra 16i vao nho kia, lién c4 gian gan giong n6i: “Khdn kiép, pha hoai huyét tri

'7’

1am hong chuyén tt ctia tao!” N6i doan, than hinh y d3 bién mat trong ctra hang ay.

Lat ma A La nhay x06 ra, hét strc nhanh nhen gat mot co quan chd goc twong. Cira hang 1ap tirc dong
chat lai, ngdn cach Soares va bon nguo1 ¢ hai phia. Sau do, lat ma A La lai bat dau diéu chinh bén
canh canh cira hinh tam giac. Khong hiéu 6ng di dung phai chd nao, canh ctra dot nhién bat dau nhich
dong. Lat ma A La thd phao mot tiéng: “Puoc r6i, gid nguoi kia di tam thoi ciing khong thé tro lai
day. Dua theo nhirng gi ching ta da trai qua, han muén chay tir chd dai sanh t§i canh cira 10n, it nhét
cling phai ton nira tiéng dong ho.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba kinh ngac thét: “Pai su, ngii, sao ngai biét & ddy c6 co quan vay?”

Lat ma A La mit sang long lanh, khong ndi gi ma chi nhin xody vao canh ctra ¢4 khong 16. Sy chd y
cua Trac Moc Cuong Ba cling nhanh chong bi canh ctra hinh tam giac dang tr tr mé thu hut.

Soares nap sau mot burc twong d4, vira roi y chi gia bd chui vao dudng ham chir thue ra d¢a nhanh

nhen nép vao mdt bén, tham nhu: “Gid thi sang t61 ddo chiéu roi, chudt nhat van 1a chudt nhét, tro nhu



vay lam sao ma Itra dugc tao chir.”

Tudng chirng nhu vira mé ra mot 15 thong gio, tt ca dén lira déu lay dong bat vé phia canh ctra da
hinh tam giac. Canh ctra tir tir dich mo, trai tim bon ngudi va ca Soares dang & trong bong téi quan sat
cung nhay vot 1én t&i tAn miéng. Lop bui dudi chan cira bi thoi bay, ca canh cira md tung. Bon nguoi
dtng trude cira ciing hoan toan do dan, hét strc kinh ngac nhin thir & bén trong. Du ¢6 12 mdt con khing
long thoi tién str trong ctra nhao ra, e ciing khong thé khién ho kinh ngac dén mirc ay.

Bén trong canh ctra ¢ mot nguoi!

Hon nita con 1a mot ngudi chiu A da vang mit den ludng cudng nhin bén ngudi dang ding trudce
cira, ngdy ra mot lac 1au, mdi lap bap ndi: “Ai em, ai em chai ma ri.”

Bon nguoi bon Trac Moc Cuong Ba nhu nhin thay quai vat thoi tién str, mot luc sau méi hiéu ra,
ngudi kia dang néi tiéng Anh, ¥ 1a: “T6i 13 ngudi Trung Qubc!” lién ngay sau d6 1 cam giac chong
mit choang vang, dén ca Soares ciing c6 ¥ dinh dap dau vao tuong cho xong. Mot canh cira ngan nim
nay chua tirng dugc md, bén trong khong ngd lai 1a mot ngudi Trung Qubc. Pay chinh 13 thir bao nhiéu
nam nay y tim kiém kho s& déy hay sao? Soares that chi mubn tim mot Hﬂéng dau phu dap dau vao ma

Nhung gian trong canh cira nhd hon ndi sanh rat nhiéu, ngoai ngudi tu xung 1a “chai ma ri” kia thi
khéng c6 gi nita. Chirng ndm traim mét khéng gian hinh ban nguyét c6 vo s6 16 tron duong kinh trén
chuc mét dyc théng ra, bén trong tdi den nhu myc, nhung nhin c6 vé khong phai dé chira do dac, ma
nguoc lai trong rt giéng voi him chudt chui trong gian dai sanh “bau troi sao”.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba can thin quan sat “chai ma ri”, thiy anh ta cao chirng mét bay, khoang trén
duéi bén muoi tudi, dau cit theo kiéu Pang Tiéu Binh, tréng mao Trung Qudc dién hinh khong sai
vao dau dugc, mat chir dién, mit vuong may ram, mii tet moi day, dé ria con kién, nhin bé ngoai co ve
trung hau that tha, trén nguoi deo chéo mdt cai ba 16 vai budm, quﬁn 4o rach buom rach budp, chan
dinh day bun, tréng cling khé gidong mot dng nong dan. Mot ltc 1au sau, gi mdi 1én tiéng tra 1oi:
“Chung i, ciing 14 nguoi Trung Qudc!”

Ngudi kia vira nghe thiy thé, khong n6i néi mot cau di khuyu xudng do vat vao 1ong Trac Moc
Cuong Ba nhu Puong Man vay, nudc miat ddm dia nghen ngao kéu 1én: “Oi, 6i cha oi, t6i twdéng minh
khong bao gio ra day dugc nita chur, hire hac...”

Ngudi kia ré rang gan nhu kiét strc, can thirc 4n va nude. D hét thirc an, Puong Man danh cho anh
ta uéng mot it nuéc duong gluco. Bon ngudi ton mat mot lac 14u mdi biét duge, ngudi ndy tén 1a

Vuong Huu.



Thang treo di dong

“Poi chut d4, anh ndi cai gi co? Nhom phuot ha? Tdi co nghe ndi dén cac anh roi! Ha, trdi oi, anh
1a thanh vién nhoém phuot, ¢ biét nguoi nao tén 13 Sean khong?” Trac Moc Cuong Ba suc nhé ra anh
chang téc bach kim.

Vuong Hyu gt dau: “Sean, quy ong ngudi Anh lich sy nhd nhin ay ha? Um, anh ta dang 1a ¢6
phong d6 ctia quy 6ng. Toi clr nghi 14 anh ta khong pht hop tham gia nhom phuot nay co day, khong
ngd kinh nghiém ctia anh chang ay ciing phong pht 1am. Céc anh ciing gip ho r6i a2 Gid ho thé nao
roi?”

Lat ma A La néi: “Pugc roi, bay gio khong phai luc ké chuyén xua, 1lam thé ndo ma cau lai roi
xudng d6 dugc? Bén trong dung 1a khong c6 gi hét ca a?”

Vuong Huu vét ¢ suy nghi rdi dap: “Lac 4y, ching t6i xudng dén ting th ba, t61 dang & canh mot
miéng hang, d6t nhién thiy choang vang, gidng nhu ctra hang c6 gid, bén trong dudng nhu c6 mot stc
hut la ky, chéng hiéu sao ma toi lai roi Xuéng dudi d6, sau roi thi khong con biét gi nira ca. boi chut
d3, toi nhé Ricky co kéo t6i lai, hinh nhu 14 hai chung t6i cing roi xung day, nhung ltc tinh lai toi da
tim khip noi ma khong thiy anh ta ¢au. Con ca Sasaki va Khai Pic nira, ciing khong biét bon ho thé
nio roi.”

“Binh”, mt con chudt khong 16 dang hiic manh vao ctra ¢a. Vuong Hyu kinh ngac nhin ra bén
ngoai: “Ha, troi dat oi, day 1a cai gi vay? Pong vét gi ma 16n thé?”

Gi4o su Phuong T4n n6i nhanh: “C6 vé nhu bon ching di chd ¥ toi ching ta rdi, can phai nhanh
chong tim dudng 18n trén. Toc do cua ching rat nhanh, néu ca ai bén déu bi chin duong thi ching ta
dung 12 khong con hy vong song sot nira dau.”

Lat ma A La duong nhu vAn khong cam 1ong, ong kiém tra tirng miéng hd trong gian dai sanh sau
canh ctra hinh tam gidc, roi that vong noi: “Bén trong canh cira cubi cliing ndy lai chang c6 thir gi hét,
sao lai nhu vay dugc nhi?”

Gio su Phuong Tan néi: “Nhin cau tao bén trong niy, trong gibng mot noi dé hién té, dudng nhur
ngudi Maya nudi dudng thir gi d6 trong ndy, va c6 thé tha @b an tir trén kia xuéng. Nhung néu bao 1a
c6 dong vat, bén trong phai c6 rat nhidu xwong cot hodc thir khic nira mdi dung, nhung ¢ day lai khong
c6 gi. Néu ca 1ii train Nam MY, chudt khong 16 ciing déu do ho nudi tha ca, vay thi sao phai nudi nhiéu
dong vat 16n ¢ tang nay nhu thé, r6t cude 13 ¢ dung ¥ gi vay nhi?”

Puong Man nhin ctra hdm nho lac ho di vao: “Nhung ngudi vira ndy ciing di dudng ndy ra, néu

chiing ta di ra gip phai han ta thi 1am thé nao?”



Lat ma A La lac dau: “Chéc khong dau, hédn phat hién ra ctra ham da bi bit lai, s& biét ngay chung ta
van con chua di, nhat dinh s& liéu mang ma chay tré lai day, di thoi, dé toi ddn moi ngudi tim duong
1én phia trén. Vach tuong cua cac gian dai sanh 4y rat ¢ quai, moi nguoi khong nhan ra a?”

Nam nguoi lai bo ra qua dudng him nho. Soares budc ra khoi bong tdi, nhin nhirng duong ham t6i
tAm sau canh cira hinh tam giac, 1am bam: “Khong thé nao, cho du da chét r6i thi cling phai con lai
xwong cbt chtr, nhit dinh ta phai tim bang duoc than Kukulkan cta ngudi Maya.” Néi doan y lién
budc vao mdt trong nhitng dudng him tdi om dy.

Nam ngudi vira chui ra khoi dau bén kia, bdng nghe thay tiéng thd hon hén. C6 nguoi dang 16n
tiéng quat thio. Thay ho hinh nhu khong hiéu, ngudi kia lién nhanh chong chuyén sang tiéng Anh:
“Pug yén, khong tao ban.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba khong khoi ludng cudng, 16t cude 1a ting ndy co bao nhiéu tén du kich vay.
Bon ho xoay ngudi qua, lién trong thiy Gonzales dang cam sung may thé phi pho, than hinh tréng nhu
trai bong thit 1ac lu dudi anh lira.

“La may, may 1a thang ngudi Trung Qubc dy, Thac Moc Tuong

'9’

Trac Moc Cuong Ba chua ting
gap Gonzales 14n nao, bi hin goi tén thi léy lam kinh ngac, lién héi: “Sao lai biét tén t6i?”

Gonzales cudi gan, chi chi nong stiing, noi: “Noi it thoi, mo ba 16 ra!” Han da thdy Trac Moc
Cudng Ba va Puong Man deo hai céi ba 16 to twdng, chdc mam bén trong dung rat nhiéu do cb. Trac
Mbc Cuong Ba thoang dong tim, chuan bi loi dung luc mé ba 16 s& khdng ché tén du kich ndy. Ai ngo
y dinh vira ndy ra trong dau, Gonzales nhu 14p ttrc nhin thau, givong sing 1én ban chi thién mot loat
dan, 1am Pudng Mén va Vuong Hyu cuiing kéu i 1én, ba nguoi con lai ciing rut ddu theo phan xa tur
nhién. Gonzales noi: “May, may, ca may nita, ném ba 16 xudng dat, tat ca lui lai hét cho ta, dirng c6 ma
gid tro trude mit thang ndy.” Ca chiée ba 16 leo nti dep 1ép trén lung Vuong Huru hin ciing khong chiu
bo qua.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba khong ngo tén béo nay lai ranh ménh nhur vay, song trudc hong sting cua han,
ba nguoi danh mién cudng bo ba 16 xudng dat, sau d6 1ui lai phia sau muoi may buée, dimg dua lung
Vao huyét tri. Gonzales vira nhin chdm chim vao bon ho, vira cin thin mé ba 16 Trac Moc Cuong Ba
deo ra, luc loi mot luc, thiy bén trong toan 14 thiét bi giam tric khong khi, may giam trac thiy van, day
an toan, dén chiéu sang, thi ndi gian bing bing néi: “Toan nhitng th vt di!”

Y lai hung hing mé cai ba 16 Puong Mén deo ra, két qua lai cang that vong hon, lién 16n tiéng hoi:
“Tao thiy miy dtra chiing may bo ra khoi miéng him d6 co ma, chiing may, chiing may bo bén trong dy
ra, tai sao lai khong c6 thir gi? Tai sao chiing may khong 14y thtr gi hét?”

Nhin vé mdt Gonzales ndm nguo1i déu c6 thé nhan ra tim trang 1Gc nay cua han. Vuong Huu ché
gidu: “Bén trong ma c6 thir gi chang 1& chung toi lai khong 1ay. Mo that trong Ay sém da bi nguoi ta vo

vét sach s€ ro1, bay gio ngoai mot coO quan tai ra, chang con gi sat.”



Trac Moc Cudng Ba dinh ngin Vuong Huu, khong dé anh ta choc gian tén du kich c6 vii khi trong
tay ndy, chang ngd Vuong Huu 1én tiéng bat ngo lai con ndi nhanh nita. Qua nhién, sic mit Gonzales
vut bién doi, thoat dau 1am bam: “Bén trong khong c6 gi hét? Bi trom sach r6i? Han lira tao! Hén lai
dam lira tao chir!” Sau d6 han danh mit, cudi cung gidm gidm 1én ba 16 leo nui ctia Vuwong Huu miy
cai. Cai ba 16 xep 1ép 4y khong phai md ra, chi can dung vao 1a biét ngay bén trong chang co céi gi
roi. Gonzales bdng dung phat cudng, rat dao sin ra ddm loan xa vao cai ba 16 ctia Vwong Huru, hét:
“Tao phai giét chiing may! Tao phai giét chung may!” dong thoi givong stiing 1én ban loan xa.

Nam nguoi voi hoang hét chay dat ra. Trac Moc Cuong Ba chop duogc vat gi do, theo ban nang,
ném ludn vé phia Gonzales. T¢ ra la dau 1au ctia mot tén du kich bi Soares bé di khong dung dén. Cai
dau ndy do chinh tay Gonzales da cat. Gonzales nhit thoi dau ¢ hoang loan, danh roi ca sung, dang
dinh nhiat 1én, nhung lat ma A La di khong cho hin co hoi d6, da bay mot khic xuong t6i, ké d6 phi
than lao vt vao, d4 ving than thé béo ung ting cing Gonzales. Gonzales lan 16c miy vong, voi lan
sang mot bén an nau. Dién tich dai sanh nay rat 16n, mudn nhanh chong tim ra han ciing that khong dé
dang chut nao. Trac Moc Cudng Ba nhic ba 16 18n vai néi: “Chung ta di thoi, roi khoi day trudc da,
chiing ta khong c6 thir hin mudn dau.” Ké d6 gi lai 1on tiéng noi, “Nay, chung t6i khong c6 thir anh
mudn, dirng gy phién phirc nita, ching tdi chi mudn roi khoi chd nay cho nhanh thoi!”

O phia sau, gido su Phuong Tan dang 1én 16p cho Vuong Hyu mot bai: “Dang 18 anh khong nén nbi
vay v6i han, 1an sau gip phai chuyén gi, anh dirng 1én tiéng nira, dé chung i giai quyét, OK?” Vuong
Huru khan khan giong noi: “T6i biét roi”.

Lat ma A La noi: “Pi thoi, toi cling vira md1 nghi ra, dé t6i dan moi nguoi di xem cac tru & vach
tuong kia c6 gi la.”

Doi cho nim ngudi di hin, Gonzales mdi tir bong tdi budc ra, bat chp tit ca, hai chan hin chum
lai, don hét strc chui vao duong him nho ma lat ma A La mé ra.

Nam ngudi do lat ma A La dan dau di t6i goc tuong. O day toan 1a nhitng tru da hoi cong cong
hudng 1én trén md phong xwong sudn clia con ngudi. Ong vudt tay 16n mot tru da noi: “O day c6 khia
10m vao nay, c6 phat hién ra khong, hai bén cot da déu c6 khia 13m vao déy.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba so s& vao nhitng dudng khia: “Nhu vay nghia 1a sao?”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan chot kéu 1én: “T6i hiéu roi, c6 biét giudng g trudc dong thé nao khong? Hai
manh gd, & gitra duc khia, sau d6 hai dau thanh gb ga vot thanh hinh chém, nhét vao. Néu ching ta
kiém dugc vai thir d6 vat dai chirng mot mét, gac vao trong cic ranh, nhu vy, nhu vy thi thanh mot
cai thang treo r6i.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba néi: “Nhung kiém dau ra nhitng d6 vat dai mot mét Ay bay gid? Hon nita, cac
tru da nay déu co thé g4 vao dugc, 6t cude & dau méi 1a 16i ra day?”

Lat ma A La lac dau: “Khong, khong phai vay. Trong nhitng ranh ndy c6 chdt ga sin, n xubng né



lai bat 1én, ddy 1a mot loai cong nghé kham da ndi, gibng nhu 4n mot qua bong da xubng nude ay, du
dé sau thé nao nd cling tu noi 1én. K¥ thuét nay dung dé tao mot loai 13y di dong don huéng, dé toi
nghi xem nén giai thich thé ndo véi moi ngudi cho dé hiéu nao. Pung rdi, hoi trude trén cac dong hd
co, c6 mot két cAu ranh chdt, khong biét moi nguoi cod biét khong.”

Ngoai Puong Man, ba ngudi con lai déu to y da hiéu. Lat ma A La noi: “Loai ranh da ndy, hoat
dong cting mot nguyén 1y voi ranh cta ddng hd co, gidng nhu cong tay vay, co thé an vao, nhung lai
khong thé rat nguoc ra, nhu vay, sé dam bao dugce phuong hudng van hanh dong nhat cho thang treo
gin trén d6. Néi cach khac, thang treo phia trén ciia taing ny sé& tu di dong, chtr khong dtng yén mot
chd.”

“Tu di dong?” Trac Moc Cuong Ba khong thé nao hiéu ndi.

Lat ma A La dap: “Nhitng ranh da nay dudng nhu 14 duong ray, con thang treo thi gidng nhu xe lira,
mai mai chuyén theo mot hudng cau hiéu chua?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba noi: “Con dong luc ¢ dau? Co dong luc gi day né tién 1én khong?”

“Cé chtr.” Lat ma A La n6i: “Nudc x6i tir trén tang dinh xubng, chénh 1éch chiéu cao thang dimg
1én téi may tram mét, c6 thé cung cap di dong ning, hon nita con vinh vién khong bao gior can kiét.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba kéu: “Khong thé tin ndi, day ding 13 tri tué cua ngudi co dai hay sao?”

Giao su Phuong Tan chot 1én tiéng: “N6i nhiéu nhu vay, gid' chiing ta biét tim chd thang treo hién
ra & dau bay gio?”

Lat ma A La dap: “Chu ¥ & goc tudng, mudn xuat hién duoc thang treo, goc twdng nhat dinh phai co
khe ho, hon nita khe d6 con phai di rong nita. Thong thudng loai thang treo ndy s& dong bd voi thoi
gian, t0i nghi, chiing ta ctr di vé phia Nam, chic 1a s& phét hién thoi.”

Moi1 di duoc chua bao xa, ho da phat hién ra thang treo & dai sanh cach huyét tri ba gian vé phia
Nam. Thang treo toan 13 nhitng khiic xuong gac vao giita cac tru d4, qua nhién ding nhu lat ma A La
n6i, dang chim cham dich chuyén 18n trén véi toc d6 ma mat thuong khong dé gi nhan ra duoc. Lic
nam ngudi ho téi noi, phan day thang treo da 16 ra mot khoang trong. Trac Moc Cudng Ba vira nhin ra
da 1ap tirc hiéu, lat ma A La noi 1au nhu vdy, thi ra nguyén 1y hoat dong ciia thang treo nay giéng nhu
bang chuyén, chi c6 diéu 1a tir phwong ngang chuyén thanh phuong thiang dting ma thoi.

Lat ma A La nam lay thang treo, nghiéng dau n6i: “Khi né nguoi gitr lai, strc ning ctia co thé sé& lam
ca hé thong ngirng van dong, sau khi treo 1én roi, thang treo sé lai tiép tuc chAm chdm chuyén dong.
Pay, chinh 12 tri tué ctia nguoi xwa.” N6i doan, 6ng dan dau tréo 1én. Gido su Phuong Téan s¢ lat ma A
La roi xudng, voi vang 1én theo sau. Pudng Man & giira. Vuong Hyu theo sau. Trac Moc Cuong Ba 13
nguoi cudi cung leo 1én thang treo.

Luc Ién dugce chirng hai ba chuc mét, trong cai ba 16 bi thung ctia Vuong Huu roi ra mot vat tron

tron. Trac Moc Cudng Ba nhanh tay nhanh mit, mot tay bam thang, mot tay bat 14y, dua mét nhin thir,



thi ra 1a mot cai gwong dong nho, trong con rat méi. Ga goi Vuong Hyu: “Nay, d6 ctia anh roi ra nay.”
Vuong Huu ngoanh dau xudng, dén chiée grong dong trong tay Trac Moc Cuong Ba, nhét bira vao tai
40, khan khan giong néi: “Cam on.” Trac Moc Cudng Ba thodng liéc thdy mit sau tim guong dong
hinh nhu ¢6 khac tiéng Tang, bén hoi: “Lay ¢ dau ra thé?”

Vuong Hyu dap: “O, mua trong mot cho d6 thu cong & Bogata, lac Ay di dén gid xudt phat roi nén
b6 ludn trong ba 16.” Trac Mdc Cudng Ba khong hoi gi thém nita. Gi ciing biét, guong dong nhu vay
by gid dao duoc rat nhiéu. Khong chi & Trung Qubc, ma cac qudc gia l1an can Trung Qudc ciing co.
Gia thi truong khong cao 1am. Hon nita chiéc guong dong nay con kha mdi, c6 thé 1a do nguoi doi sau
lam gia cling nén.

Nam ngudi 18n dén ting thir tu ctia dia cung. Tir ddy tré di hanh trinh bat ngd tré nén thuan loi,
cudn s6 ghi chép ctia Pieri dan day du hon, s6 lugng bay rap va dién tich dia cung khong ngirng thu
nho lai. Tir tang ba trd di thi Vuong Huu lai cang quen duong thudce 16i, di trude dan dau. Theo nhur
anh ta ndi, ting mot tang hai hoan toan khong c6 cam bay gi hét, ¢6 thé dé dang di thang 1én trén. Doc
duong giao su Phuong Tan va lat ma A La hoi han Vuwong Hyu rat nhiéu. Anh chang ho Vuong phat
am khong subn sé 1am, nhung dé x6a bé mbi hiém nghi ctia nhitng ngudi ndy, danh nhat nhat tra 101, ké
dai khai tir dau chi cudi vé chuyén du hanh trong rirg nguyén sinh nay mot lugt.

Anh ta von 12 tong giam ddc mot cong ty phat trién dia b, xwa nay rat thich tham hiém. Méi dau
moi ngudi thudng vao mot trang web chuyén vé du lich phuot, chi giri thy mdi qua mang. Hanh trinh
1an nay 1a do mot nguoi Trung Qudc tén 1a Khai Dac dé xudng, muc dich 13 bang qua khu rirng nguyén
sinh nguyén ven cudi ciing & Nam M. Céac viéc bao danh trén mang, ky hop dong va 1ap di chic, tat
ca déu duoc thuc hién theo quy ct thong thudng cua cac doan tham hiém ty tac kinh phi. Sau dé ca
doan wéc dinh thoi gian, tir khip noi trén thé gidi tu tp vé Bogota. Anh ta va Khai Dic 1a hai ngudi
Trung Quéc, Ricky la Hoa kiéu Singapore, Sasaki la ngud1 Nhat Ban. Bé6n bon ho cung ngé)i mot con
thuyén nho, lac gip phai dam du kich, khong hiéu da lam chuyén gi ma choc gian bon ching, két qua 1a
phai bé chay thuc mang, thuyén ctia ho di lac mét ca doan. Sau d6 lai trai qua vo sb nhirng chuyén
hung hiém giéng nhu bon Trac Mdc Cuong Ba di gip phai, cudi cung thi tdi duge di tich nay. Bon ho
vao trong tir 161 than miéu trén dinh kim tu thap, hai ting trén khong c6 cam by gi, nhung dén tang thir
ba thi d6t nhién dung phai chdt bay, luéng cudng chan tay khong biét phai lam sao, dang dinh ra khoi
kim ty thap thi anh ta vi t0 mo ma roi vao cai hé & téng ba, sau d6 bat tinh nhan sy. Lic tinh lai, anh ta
lién phat hién ra minh dang ¢ trong mot hang dong t6i om nhu mure, da tim kiém khip noi ma khong
lam sao tim duoc 16i ra, cudi cuing phat hién ra khe d4 c6 anh sang, ciing da dung hét cdch ma khong
md duogc cira da. Ban dau Vuong Huu con ¢6 chat hi vong nhitng ngudi di cliing sé tim thay minh, két
qua chd sut mdt ngdy mot dém, nudce va thirc dn déu da hét sach, c¢6 hong gao thét dén khan di, ma

trudc sau ciing khong ai tra 101. Anh ta d3 ngd minh s& bi chét trong céi hang tbi ay, dang mo mo hd hd



thiép di thi b1 tiéng dong ram ram lam cho giat ban minh tinh lai, cudi cung trong théy bon nguo1 bon
Trac Moc Cuong Ba.

Nhu Vuong Hiru ké, anh ta dén sém hon miy ngudi bon gido sw Phwong Tan mot ngay. Nhan do,
gido su Phuong Tan va Trac Moc Cudng Ba ciing ké lai nhitng chuyén di giap phai. Lac ¢ dudi kim tur
thap, mdi gidy mdi phut ho déu phai hoang loan chay trén, qua that chua lic ndo c6 co hoi dé ké lai
hanh trinh cta minh. Trong con 11, gido su Phuong Tan va Pudng Man bi lac mét lat ma A La va Ngai
Luc Khic, sau do, giao su Phuong Tan phai dé lai ky hiéu ¢ gﬁn thach tran. Két qua 1a vira dé lai ky
hiéu xong, ca hai 1ién bi thdé dan an thit nguoi phat hién, phai chay thuc mang trong rirng mot tran, mai
t&i khi dam tho dan bi mot t6 du kich thu hat sy chil y méi thoat khoi truy dudi, lai di trong rig mat
hai ngiy, chang hiéu dau cua tai nheo thé ndo ma téi dugc Bach thanh. Bon ho ciing bi ky tich nay thu
hut ca tam tri. Sau d6 hai ngud1 vao mdt gian nha trong thanh nghi mdt d€m, hdm sau tinh lai, thi gap
bon Trac Mdc Cuong Ba va quan du kich chay té1.

Trong ltic n6i chuyén, bon ho khong ngd di 1an luot tim thay thi thé ciia Khai Dic va Sasaki trong
dam thay cdt tan khuyét ctia quan du kich. Ca hai bi da thu can cho nat biy ngudi, dau mit tay chan déu
khéng con nguyén ven. Vuong Huu cb nén dau thuong thu nhit di vat cta ho vao ba 16, dinh sau ndy s&
trao lai cho ngudi than. Nam ngudi lai tiép tuc di 1én, trong 1ong cam thdy hét sirc ning né, boi du co
ra khoi duge kim tu thap nay, trong rirng ram ménh mong nhu thé, ho khong biét s& con phai lam gi
day. Trac Moc Cudng Ba khong nhin ndi ngoac miéng chiri Lt Canh Nam, bao dang 1& nén dé co tur
thuong thirc va cam nhin chuyén di nguy hiém ndy méi phai. Gido su Phuong T4n ciing mé miéng, co
ho mubn néi diéu gi 6, nhung cudi cing ghim lai duoc.

Soares chan nan cuc do, cam giac toan than khong con chut stre luc nao, tya nhu dot ngdt bi ha
duong huyét vay. Y d3 vao tit ca cac miéng hang, thay déu khong co gi, vat sdng, xuwong cbt, hoidc
nhitng manh xac khong lanh 1an bi dong vat an con thira lai, vat bai tiét, trong hang khong co6 gi hét. y
nhiéc mang ban thin minh qua ngu dot, biét rd 1a khong thé hoan toan tin vao nhitng gi ngudi d6 ndi,
nhung tai sao y lai khong thé kiém ché dugc ma ¢ tin nhiém hin co chi? Vat va cuc nhoc kiém dugc
chia khoa, suyt chit nita con chét dudi mili gido ciia bon thd dan an thit ngudi, vay ma két qua chiang
c6 chut ¥ nghia gi, cong toi mot ban. Y om trong 1ong ngon 1tra phan nd bimng birng di ra ndi sanh, lién
trong thiy than thé map 0 ciia Gonzales dang bo todi ra trén nip quan tai da, trong chang khic gi mot
con sau rau nic nich dang ra strc tréo 1én mot chiée 14 cdy, nhung chiée 14 4y lai khong chiu dugc
trong lugng ctia no, clr rung rinh chuc rung, nhin that vé cung hai hudc.

Gonzales ngoanh dau lai, trong thiy Soares, 1ién nghién riang kén ket hoi: “Bén trong chang c6 thir
gi ca! Ong da biét truéc rdi ding khong? Tai sao lai gat té1! Tai sao lai gat to1!”

Soares hoan toan c6 thé chdi, nhung lic ndy tim trang y dang cuc ky toi té, 101 ra dén cira miéng

roi lai d6t nhién bién d6i: “Pung vy, tao lira may day, vay thi sao! Tu miy ngu xudn thdi, con trach ai



duoc nit! Céi do dau lon!”

“Pugc 1am!” Gonzales 1an tir trén tim da xudng, nhin canh cira hinh khung xwong méi chi hé ra mot
khe nho va duong ham khong 16n 1am kia, cAm sung 1én gin giong ndi: “O day, may khong thé goi lil
dong vat ay dén ding khong, tao mudn. .. phan thiy may ra!” Han chudn bi ban tan phé tir chi Soares

trudc, sau do tir tir giay vo y, hong phat tiét phan nido mbi han bi ép phai lam tén do teé.



Song sot tro vé

Chang ngd tiéng sung vira nd vang, Soares da ldn xung dat, khong hiéu rat dau ra mot sgi roi dai,
tir khoang cach mudi hai mét vung tay quat mot phat, dau roi 1ap tirc quan ldy khiu stng trong tay
Gonzales, giat manh mot cq, ht vang ra xa déng xa, ké do 1a hét roi nay dén roi khac quat Xuéng co
thé phi non cua Gonzales khong chat thuong tiéc, danh cho tén béo phai gao thét tham thiét. Cudi cung,
Soares quén soi roi vao cd Gonzales, kéo hin lai gﬁn, roi dap manh cho hon mé bAt tinh, ném vao bén
trong canh cira tam giac, lanh ling néi: “May khong nén choc gian tao vao nhitng luc thé nay mdi phai,
cho du khdng c6 dong vat, thang béo chét tiét may ciling khong dang dé tao coi vao mit dau. Cho may
thanh mdt phan cua dia cung ** Puch ndy vay!”

Soares gat chdt trén cira d4, ddy canh cira hinh tam giac trd lai chd cii. Co quan trén canh cira ndy
d3 khong thé tai str dung dugc nita, cira dong lai, thi s& khong bao gior md ra duge. Nhin canh cira
dang cham chim khép chat, Soares né mot nu cuoi lanh lung tan khdc. “Tf?mg ba hinh nhu c6 chd bi
ngudi ta pha hoai r6i, van con ké nao khiac mubn vao day hay sao, minh phai 1én d6 xem mdi dugc.”
Soares cui dau 1 rii thAm tinh todn, song lai chang c6 chut nhiét tinh hing hai nio. Pung ltic nay bong
nghe “bop” mot tiéng, c6 thir gi d6 mém mém roi xudng dat. Soares ngudc nhin vé phia canh ctra hinh
tam giac, thir d6 chinh 14 roi tir trén dinh nhon ctia tam giac xudng. Néu khong c¢6 ngudi mo cira, vat
d6 s& khong dich chuyén ra, néu khong c6 ngudi dong cira da lai, vat do ciing s& khong roi xudng,
khong hiéu thir gi ma duoc gidu khéo 1éo dén nhuong dy. Soares nhit nd 18n, phii bui dat bam trén bé
mit, thi ra mot manh da thu da dugc xir 1y bang phuong phép dic biét, trong co vé rat chac chin.
Soares can than quan sat tim da tha that k§ ludng, “Pay... day... noi duoc v& trén tim ban do nay...
hinh nhu 14 Trung Qudc ma!”

Lai di thém mot lac 1au nita, dudi su chi dan trong cudn so ghi chép ciia ong Pieri, nim ngudi nap
trong mot khong gian kin & téng hai, tranh dugc doan quan doi vé 0, sau do lai tiép tuc 1én trén, cudi
cung, ciing trong thiy canh cira 1on thong ra phia anh sang. Khong hiéu tai sao, moi ngudi déu khong
hé vui mirng hdn hd. Gido su Phuong Tan hoi Vuong Huu: “Sau khi ra ngoai anh tinh thé nao, di véi
chiing toi hay 1a...” “Duong nhién 14 di ciing moi nguoi roi.” Vuong Huu khéng nghi ngoi gi da tra 101
ludn, anh ta hiéu rat rd, & mot noi thé nay, don thuong doc ma cling gﬁn nhu déng nghia vo1i cai chét.

Gido su Phuong Tan n6i: “Nhung t6i phai n6i cho anh biét mot diéu, ca ching t6i ciing khong hé tu
tin c6 thé ra khoi khu rirng nay, ma kha ning 16n nhat chinh 13, moi nguoi chét chung mot chd.” Piéu
gido su Phuong Tan vira néi, ciing chinh 12 diéu mdi ngudi dang nghi trong dau. Moi ngudi déu bi
hoan canh burc bach trong rirng ma chay t¢i noi day, khéng c6 thirc dn ciing chang c6 phuong hudng,



khong ai biét canh rimg nay 1a & dau, mudn ra khoi chon nay khong dé, trir phi xuat hién ky tich. Pay
ciing chinh 14 nguyén nhan khién ca nim nguoi déu khong thé nao ming vui cho noi.

Vuong Huu noi: “Téi biét chtr, nhém phugt bon t61, mdi 1an to chirc doan thdm hiém, trudc khi
xuat phat déu phai ky tén trong ban tuyén b trach nhiém va viét di chic, tim 1y chung toi déu da dugc
chudn bi. Du sao, noi nguy hiém nhat kho khin nhat ching ta ciing da vuot qua, sé khong co thir gi ¢o
thé can budc chan cau sinh ctia chung ta nita ddu.” Mot cau ndi ndy c6 tac dung cd vii rat 1on. Gido su
Phuong Tan hit sau mot ho1, néi: “Néu anh da nghi nhu vay, chung ta di th6i.” N6i doan, 6ng udn nguc
budc vé phia canh cira sang ngudi kia.

Anh duong lai mot lan nita tw6i tim cho mit dat, khong khi van thanh tan khon td, ndm con nguoi
mét moi rd roi, quin 4o rach rudi dung 1én dinh kim ty thap, tay nim chit tay, vai ké sat vai, kiéu ngao
nhin vang dwong m&i 1én. Bach thanh, dang & dudi got chan ho. Mit dat ménh mang, ciing dang & dudi
chan ho. Cudi cuing, ho ciing ra khoi toa cung dién ngam dudi 1ong dat ay, di ra tir ting siu nhat cua
chén Am ty, budc ra tir v s6 khao nghiém ctia sy sdng va cai chét. Sau day, bat ké 1a d6i dién véi
khao nghiém gi, trai qua nguy nan hiém trd thé nao, bon ho ciing than nhién tiép nhan. Pia nguc da ting
cho ho biét mot diéu: sinh mang, vinh vién khong bao gid cui dau.

Khi ho dig trén dinh kim ty thap, ky tich that su di xuat hién. Ca ndm nguoi déu nhin thay rat rd,
trén quang trudng 16n doi dién véi kim ty thap co ba chiéce truc thing xép hang ngay ngan, lang 18
khoan thai chd doi, tra hd nhu dang long trong hoan nghénh ho trd vé. “Truc thing...” Gido su
Phwong Tan d6t nhién cam thay khong thé khong ché ndi minh, chi thét 18n hai chir Ay, nudc mat da 13
chi roi trén guong mit ting trai bao bé dau dau bé. Pudng Man thiy séng miii cay cay, nudc mat lién
nhu nhitng hat chau dat day roi xuéng thanh thot. Trong mit lat ma A La ciing long lanh anh 16. Vuong
Huru khoc oa 1én, Trac Moc Cudng Ba nghen ngao thdn thirc. Khoang khic ay, bon ho mic cho nude
mit thoa strc roi xudng, that 10ng chi mudn trd lai thoi tho tré ma khoc da 1én. Khong phai ho khong
diing cam, ciing cang khong phai ho khong du kién cudng, ma chi 1 tim trang kich dong luc ay khong
thé nao biéu dat ndi, ngoai trir nudc mét ra, qua that khong con thir gi c6 thé xoa diu dugc tAm tinh cta
nam ngudi ho trong thoi khic ay.

Mot goc tang thir ba cua dia cung, & day da bi ngudi ta dao béi khoét mot cai 16 16n, nén néi 1a vét
tich ctia mot vu nd nhan tao dé lai thi dtng hon. Merkin mat miii samsi, ¢ di di lai lai bén trén miéng
h6, sau lung y 1a mot duong 6ng dan dau c& 16n da 1ap rap xong va may chiée xe dién, mot s6 cong
nhan k¥ su cua bén thi cong dang ban ron chay qua chay lai. Khi Max hang hai chay t61 bao cao voi
ong chii rang da sip xép 6n thoa, khong ngd lai dn ngay mot tran chiri rat may rat mat: “May 13 thang
ngu xudn, ton bao nhiéu tién, phi bao nhiéu thoi gian nhu vay, vdy ma chang tim hiéu duoc chut gi. Chi
can may nghe ngong duoc mot chut tin tirc thi tao da biét ngay chd nay chinh 13 noi ching tao da dén

day mot 1an ro1. Cho nay con cai déch gi ma xem nita chir? May xem cho kia, day, con cho kia nira,



chang 1& tao chua ké véi may bao gid chic! Tao thuong ké véi miy vé noi nay, chang 18 may khong c6
chat 4n twong nao ha? Oi troi, dau may 1am bang cai gi thé? Lang phi thoi gian st luc ctia tao! Ngu
xuan!”

Max run ray lay bay, khong dam cdi lai cAu nao. That khong ngo noi nay lai chinh 1a toa kim tu thap
Maya hung hiém ma ong chi thuong hay nhic t6i, kho khin 1am méi c6 dugc gidy phép thong hanh, thé
ma lai chang duoc tich sy gi.

“Bala, Bala!” K¥ thut vién bén trong hét am 1. Ho phat hién ra c6 nguoi trong kim tu thap. May ga
bao vé vil trang nhay vao trudc tién, bén trong ciing c6 giong ndi lanh lung ct 1én, d6i phuong ciing
dung tiéng Tay Ban Nha hoi: “Bén ngoai 12 ai vay? To chirc Cach Mang Thanh chién 4?”

Merkin bao véi teen chi huy: “Khong can lo lang, nguoi ctia minh.” Poan lién cao giong noi:
“Soares!”

Mot ngudi co bo mit khién nguoi ta khong dam nhin thang budc ra tir kim tur thap, dich thi 1a
Soares!” Merkin 6m that chit roi hoi: “Khong phai anh theo ddi bon chiing 4? Sao lai ¢ day?”

Soares dap: “Chung ciling vira mé1 ¢ day di ra thoi.”

Merkin ngac nhién: “Ua, vay sao? Chang con hanh dong dugc khong?”

“Yén tam, t0i dé lai d6 cho ching rdi.” Soares dua mit nhin xung quanh, néi: “Roi khoi day trude
da, t6i c6 thir nay hay lam.”

Tén chi huy voi cat tiéng: “Nay, 6ng khong thé roi khoi day duoc, phai dé chung toi kiém tra da.”
Soares xo0e rong hai tay néi: “Ct tu nhién.”

Gonzales mo mang bo day trong bong toi mit ming, dua tay so so 1én cai dau van con dau nhu bua
bd cua minh: “Pay 1a chd nao vay? Khén kiép! Lai con bo tao vao ddy nira! C6 ai khong! C6 ai
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khong!” Han bat dau ngoac hong ra kéu gao.

Xung quanh khong c6 mot 1an gié nhe, ciing khong c6 chat anh sang ndo, tiéng kéu ctia Gonzales
vong lai ong ong trong khoang khong den tdi. Han hoang mang budc di miy budc, chot d4 phai thir gi
d6, tho tay 1an thir, thi ra 1a mot chiéc dén pin khong hiéu ai danh roi trong nay. Han bat dén 1én, van
con mot chit anh sang vang vot, dudi anh dén, Gonzales bat dau nhin ré dugc hoan canh xung quanh
minh, hin 1ap tirc hiéu ra minh dang & dau. Gonzales b6 t&i chd canh cira hinh tam giac dong im im,
16n tiéng chiri mang: “Khdn kiép, khon kiép, tha tao ra! Khon kiép, khdn kiép!”

Mot con gi6 sac mui tanh thdi thdi téi, Gonzales cam théy khong 6n 1am, voi quay dau lai, chi théy
trong hang dong t6i tim khong 16 4y bdng xuit hién hai d6m sang, chung dich chuyén, cang luc cang
16n dan, 4nh 1én sic vang nhat, tya nhu ¢6 ngudi dang dung cay sao tre rat cao treo hai ngon dén 1ong
dang di t6i vay. Gonzales tron trirng mét nhin ddm sang dang nhanh chong tién lai gan minh, co ho
khéng dam tin day 1a sy that, hoang mang khong biét phai 1am sao. Cudi cuing, khi nhin thiy chan tudng

ctia hai ngon dén 16ng kia, tén béo da dung hét sirc luc toan thin phat ra cé tiéng kéu c6 4m do cao



nhat tir thuo han lot 1ong téi gio, ké do, han bat chip tit ca ma an nit kich hoat déng thude nd quan
quanh ngudi! Anh lira 16e 1én trong bong dém tam tdi, khi 4p nén lai cuc dd, roi cudng loan bung ra
xung quanh, luéng sttc manh danh bat canh ctra hinh tam gidc, danh bat ca canh ctra dang khung xwong
khé)ng 16, ké do dé dang bién ca téng dia nguc thir nAm nay thanh binh dia, bién moi vat cham phai no6
nat vun thanh bot! Dau mo & tang dudi cung ciling bi kich dan tao ra phan ing diy chuyén, nhirng tiéng
nd 1n vang 1én lién tiép, tya hd nhu mudn 1on phdc tat ca ca moi thir 1én!

Niam ngudi nude mit lung trong chay toi trude truc thing. Ca ba chiéc déu khong hé hu hai chut
nao. Thém mot diéu khién ho mirng r& hon nita 13 trén may bay van con dil ca nude 13n d6 an. Trac
Moc Cudng Ba kiém tra binh xing may bay, ndi: Déu c6 binh xing ddi, bay ca ngay ciling khong van dé
g’

Ho mang hét vat pham tap trung 1én mot chiéc truc thang, d6 day binh xang. Sau d6 Trac Mdc
Cuong Ba cham cham kéo can diéu khién, méot loat tiéng “tach tach tach” vang 1én mang t&i1 cho ca
nam ngudi nién hy vong vo cling vo tan. Chiée tryc thing dao mot vong trén toa kim tu thap. T trén
cao giao su Phuong Tan 1dy may quay ghi lai toan bo quang canh Bach thanh. Vira ltic 4y mot tiéng nd
khing klﬁép vang 1&én dudi long dat, kim tu thap dan chim Xuéng, d4t vun va bui cat mu mit tung bay,
bao pht ca toa thanh trong mot sic xam mong lung mo mit. Gido su Phuong Tan tiéc nubi than:
“Chung cho n6 kim tur thap roi, ai lai lam vy nhi, day ro rang 1a pham toi ma.”

Khong bao lau sau, ¢ vung ria Bach thanh, mot cot 1ira khéng 16 boc 1én, ludi lta mang theo dau
bbc cao miy chuc mét, chi thoat cai ca toa thanh khong 16 da boc 1tra phirng phirng. Nam ngudi nhin
tro tan khoi toa bén dudi, cam giac twa ho nhu vira trai qua mot giac Nam Kha.

Trac Moc Cuong Ba dua mit nhin Bach thanh, noi mang dén ca su kich dong 1an ndi kinh hon lan
cudi cung, r6i n6i: “Toi nghi, toi s& khong bao gior trd lai day nira, giit nd lai trong hdi e thi van t6t
hon. Pi dugc chua, thay gido?” Truc thing bat dau 1én cao, rdi xa Bach thanh, thang tién vé phia mat
troi.

Soares dé dam ngudi kia kiém tra xong, lién ciing Merkin ngdi 1én xe dién roi di. Khong duoc bao
xa, dot nhién chiéc xe dién rung 1€n, tya nhu bi thtr gi do quéng 18n cao roi lai roi bich Xuéng dat.
Merkin hoi: “Pong dat ha?”

Soares voi hét: “Cho chét, thing béo kia da cho né min. Mau roi khoi ddy, chd niy sip sap hét
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r6i!” Y nhay xudng khoi xe dién, lao vat nhu bay ra dau kia cta dudng ham.

Truc thing bay vé phia Béc, doc dudng co di qua khu tip trung ctia quan du kich, song khong gip
phai can tré gi. Sau ciing ho dirng lai & mot noi goi 1a Boye, rot cudc cling da tr¢ vé thanh thi vin
minh, d@)ng tho1 lién lac dugce voi Lir Canh Nam, nho dai stt quan gitip do té1 Saint Mary. Vuong Huu
tam bi¢t bon Trac Moc Cuong Ba, 1én duong vé nude ludn.

Trén mot con déo cach Bach thanh khong xa 1am, Merkin va Soares 1dng 1& nhin toa thanh hiing vi



nay da bién thanh bién ltra. Max khiim nim dtrng sau lung hai ngudi. Néu vira roi chi di chAm muoi
phut, bon ho ciing s& gidng nhu ddm cong nhan thi cong kia, chon thiy noi bién lira. Ca ba déu biét rd,
Itra s& con tiép tuc chdy nita, chinh phu s& khong hoi téi day, quan du kich ciing mic ké khong lo, néu
nhu ¢6 ngudi quan tim dén, e 1a chi c6 dam tho dan an thit nguoi nhu dang gip phai ngiy tan thé kia 1a
cung. Nghe Soares ké lai toan bd nhitng viéc da trai qua, Merkin v 18 thét: “Thi ra 1a Gonzales.”

Soares hoi: “Sao vdy, anh biét han a?”

Merkin gt dau: “Um, hdi trude cé qua lai. Co diéu khong sao ca, hin ciing khong con duge viée gi
nira roi.”

Soares lai n6éi: “Ha, Bach thanh da khong con ton tai nita roi, c6 con nhG tinh canh cta chung ta khi
ti day 1an dau tién khong?”

Merkin git dau: “Ca doi nay cling kho ma quén duoc, mic du di ton that bon thing Nam Tudc,
nhung luc ay doi chiing ta con hoan thién 1am, dau c6 giong bay gio.”

Soares surc nhé ra gi do: “Phai roi, toi hoi anh, chuyén ndy. .. t6i dang noi toi chuyén Bac Ba La
than miéu, ngoai t4i ra, anh khong ndi véi ai khac chir, dic biét 1a... ngudi do.”

Merkin giat minh thét: “Anh muén néi... Chon.” Soares voi xua tay ngin v lai, tén cta nguoi do
cling khong thé nhic dén duoc. Merkin lic dau: “Lam sao thé dugc! Toi da tim dén anh, ciing c6 nghia
1a chic chian khong mudn dé nguoi d6 biét, bang khong, t6i da khong tim dén anh rdi.”

Soares ndi: “Anh biét vay thi tot, anh ciing biét roi dy, ngudi d6 xwa nay déu doi chiém phan 16n,
néu hin biét dugc chuyén ndy, toi va anh ca khic xuong ciing khong ¢6 ma gam dau.

Merkin ban khoan: “Sao dot nhién anh lai nhé ra chuyén nay vay?”

Soares trAim ngam dap: “Bdi vi c6 mot sb chuyén rat la, tén Trac Moc Cuong Ba lai c6 chia khoa
md canh cira cam ky, diém ndy 1am t6i 14y 1am nghi hodc.” Y khong c6 ¥ dinh noi véi Merkin chuyén
bon Trac Moc Cudng Ba suyt chit nita thi bj nudc dim chét, nhung co quan bdng nhién bi mé ra, ma
nguodi mo chac chin khong phai 1a y.

Merkin néi: “Co6 18 1a tring hop théi, mic du thanh thach cta nguoi Kukuer da bi ching ta 1y di va
st dung trén cura da roi, nhung cling c6 kha nang bon ho cudp duge ciia mot bo lac khac vé. Anh biét
day, may cuc da d6 cuc ndo ching giéng cuc ndo, bon dy 1am sao phin biét dugc chi. Phai roi, noi
dén Trac Moc Cudng Ba, dén gio cach nhin cua anh d6i vai bon chang thé nao r6i?”

Soares buc boi gét: “Noi ra anh cho gian, to1 chéng c6 mot chuat long tin nao vo1 dam éy ca. Voi
thuc luc nhu thé, c6 thé tréo 18n dinh Tuyét son da 1 cuc han cta ching rdi, mong ching tim thiy Bac
Ba La than miéu w, hur, trir khi mét troi moc déng Tay di.”

Merkin néi: “Ciing 1am gi dén ndi té thé, chung quy ching ciing bing dugc qua rimng Than Tho dén
Bach thanh ma.”

“Hur, dua vao chung ha!” Soares cud1 gan noi: “Co cao thu khac nira. Lic bon ching vira ddt chan



vao rirng Than Tho, da gap mot tén toc bach kim, théng cha nay kha la 191 hai, hdn dan ca bon tranh né
nhitng noi nguy hiém nhat, vong qua hang 6 ctia nhitng loai di tha hung hiém nhat ma mAy tén kia thi
khong hiéu dau cua tai nheo gi, gan nhu 1a ching da tién thang dén Bach thinh bang con dudong an toan
nhat d6. Pay ciing 13 nguyén nhan tai sao toi hoi anh c6 ngudi nao khac biét chuyén nay hay khong.
Trong dia cung, t61 con gap phai mot ké dang s¢ hon nira, mac du khong biét 12 ai, nhung hiéu biét cua
ké 4y vé huyét tri tham chi con siu sac hon ca ngudi d6 nita.”

“Um.” Sac mit Merkin trd nén nghiém trong néi: “Do6 nhat dinh 13 nguoi cia Mat tong Ty Tang.”

Soares hoi: “Mat tong Tay Tang?”

Merkin gat dau giai thich: “Khi toi nghe ngudi d6 nhic dén huyét tri 1an dau tién, da bat dau cha y
dén thir nay rdi, t6i nghi rang, nén bat dau tra xét tir qudc gia ctia y. Cudi cung tdi ciing diéu tra duoc,
cai huyét tri nguy€n ven dau tién duoc phat hién, thi ra 1a khai quat & huyén Mac Thoat, Tay Tang vao
nam 1915. Thtr nay, 12 phap khi dung dé té 1& ciia mot ton gido da bi tiéu diét.”

“Q, vay anh xem cai ndy...” Soares 14y trong tii ctia Merkin ra mot cudn da, ban niy y loi dung ltc
6m nhau ma nhét luén vao. Merkin cling biét, nhung tir bay dén gior chua kip mo ra xem.

Cuon da mo ra, phﬁn mep chéc 12 bién, sau d6 dai khai c6 mot hinh cong nhu trc ga, mot dudng
mau do6 nhat chay doc theo xwong trc gi vé phia Tay, rdi chia ra 1am ba, 1an luot ky hiéu bang hinh anh
thac nude, tuong Phat va by xuong, co rat nhiéu dia danh danh déu nhé li ti, thoat nhin giéng Tang van
nhung nhin k¥ lai thi hoi khac. C6 diéu, diém khién Merkin cha ¥ nhat, 13 ky hiéu ky quai & goc ban
d6, phan trén giéng nhu dau trau, phan dudi lai ndi lién véi mot hinh chir Van nguogc.

Merkin kinh ngac thét 1én: “Ha! Pay la. .. 1a ban d6 ctia Mat tong?”

“Anh n6i cai gi? Sao biét ddy 1a ban d6 cuia Mat tong?” Soares di xem tdim ban d6 nay khong chi
mot 1an, nhung trir cam giac giéng Trung Qudc ra, y ciing khong dam khang dinh ddy chinh 14 ban do
Trung Qubc. Vay ma Merkin vira thoang nhin d4 ra ngay 1a ban d6 ctia Mat tong Tay Tang. Max ciing
vOi rudn dau 1én ngd mot cai, co didu nhu vay 1 chen vao giita Merkin v6i Soares roi, nhan ltic 6ng
chtl con chura trimg mat 1én, hin tu giac 10i vé phia sau.

Merkin chi tay vao ban do néi: “Ky hiéu nay khong phai vin ty Phat gido, ma goi 1a ky hiéu ‘ung
trong’, ky hiéu c6 xura nhat ctia TAy Tang, hién nay moi nguoi déu cho rang nd twong trung cho mat
trdi. Con ky hiéu trong giong chir ‘¥’ trén dong tién nay chic 14 ky hiéu gian hoa biéu thi ché séi, cling
co thuyét bao day la ky hiéu gian hoa chi mot loai cho chién dau dic biét chi Tay Tang méi ¢6. Hai ky
hiéu nay tir thoi ky Do dé cii da xuat hién & Tay Tang roi, ¢ rat nhiéu diu vét vé ching trén cac birc
nham hoa ctia nguoi c¢6 dai. Khi hai ky hiéu nay xuat hién cting mot luc, lién tro thanh ky hiéu dic hitu
clia phai Mat tong di bién mat kia. Nghe noi dy 1a mot loai ky hiéu twong trung tinh than ma cac giao
d6 Mat tong xam 1én minh.” Thiy anh mat Soares lai toat 1én vé hoai nghi, Merkin voi giai thich: “Toi
cling vira méi diéu tra dugc chuyén nay trong chuyén di TAy Tang 1an trude thoi.” Néi t6i day, y chot



nhé lai tinh hung khi 1an dau tién tiép xtc véi ky hiéu nay. ..

“Ong chu, tim thay rdi, nhitng truc quyén 4y duoc van chuyén dén Lhasa ¢ Trung Quéc.”

“Um, trd vé to quéc ha? Tt 14m, chuan bi nhanh 18n, chung ta s€ dén Lhasa.”

“Vang, ong chu.”

“Vao Bo Pat La cung roi ha? May diéu tra rd chua ddy?” Merkin dung trén phd Barkhor(1), ngay
ra nhin nhitng sap hang sic s& mau meé bay ven dudng trong sudt mot phit lién.

“Ong chi, mic xac cung voi chang dién di, khong phai dang mo cira don khach hay sao? Ching ta
phai may thang gia 1am du khach vao tromra 1a dugc ma?” Max hién ké.

“Po ngu.” Merkin trude mit nhin birc tuong bién ma(2) do ruc cua Pai Chiéu ty & phia xa xa noi:
“May dinh trém d6 & noi thé nay hay sao? Hir, chi s¢ vao day chwa kip 1am gi thi d3 chét me roi.”

“Vay, thir 46 vao B Pat La cung thi chung ta hét cach rdi sa0?” Max 1am bam.

Merkin thé dai noi: “Ha... ta? Anh mét y dot nhién bi mot manh kim loai hinh déng ky la thu hut.
Thir 46 duong nhu 12 mdt mon trang strc, nira trén giéng nhu dau trau, nira dudi lai 13 mét chit thap.
Merkin c6 cam giac rat than thudc, lién nhit manh kim loai 1én khoi déng hang hoa bira bai trén sap,
hoi: “Pay 1a cai gi vay? Phan trén nay khong phai dau 1au dung khong, 1a... ky hiéu con bo cap ha?”

“Khong, khong, khong...” Anh chang ngudi Tang ban d nghe hiéu xong, voi vang néi: “Pay khong
phai bo cap, day 13 soi... ha cai miéng to...” So Merkin khéng hiéu, anh chang con ngira mit 18n troi
bat chude kiéu séi tru, rdi lai n6i: “Ha cai miéng to...” Hai tay anh ta gio 1én thanh hinh twong s6i ha
miéng, roi lai bao Merkin tho ngon tay vao trong cai miéng soéi kia, bén trong qua nhién c6 mot hang
gai nho, c6 diéu dd mon gan hét roi; “Rang soi, rang soi...” anh chang ban hang ngudi Tang e lap di
lap lai.

“S6i!” Merkin dudng nhu bi thtr gi d6 1am cho xtc dong, khong hoi bao nhiéu tién, ma lai hoi:
“Thir nay ¢ daura vay?”

Anh chang ngudi Tang ban dd nghe Merkin hoi vay, cho 13 y mudn mua, voi vang gidi thiéu: “Cai
vong tay nay 1a d6 tot d6 nha, ciing c6 ra phét dy, 6ng xem ndy, thi cong...”

Merkin chup 14y c6 40 tron ctia anh ta, gin giong hoi: “Tao khong néi thu cong thi kiée gi ca, tao
hd1 may céi nay & daura?”

Hanh dong nay 1ap trc 1am ddm ngudi Tang quanh d6 ndi gian, da c6 miy ngudi Tang ban hang gin
d6 dtng 1én quat hoi. Anh chang kia voi dung tiéng Tang giai thich véi miy ngudi budn ban vai cau,
mai 1am con gian cua ho 1ang xudng. Xong xudi, anh ta 1am bo than bi noi vai Merkin: “Thir niy, nghe
dau 1a La Trat 14y duoc trén ngudi mot gi than kinh khong binh thuong ngudi Khang Ba, duong nhién

toi cting khong duge rd 1am, nhung ma day chic chan 1a do tot, 6ng xem...”

Nhin Merkin tram ngadm suy tu diéu gi d6, Soares “hir” khé mot tiéng, dot nhién rit tim ban d6 da



trong tay Merkin lai, quay dau bo di, noi vong lai: “Xem ra, chiing ta van chua thé tin tuéng 1an nhau
dugc roi, rdt cude anh con bao nhiéu chuyén chua noi voi to1 nira?”

Merkin voi thanh minh: “Chuyén ndy thuc sy 1a do t6i khong nghi t6i. Ngoai nhitng diéu toi biét,
cling déu da ndi cho anh ca roi. Phai Mat tong Ay tiéu vong tir rat som. Theo t6i biét thi tir trude khi
Tho Phon bi diét vong nd da bién mat roi. Thong tin toi diéu tra dugc chang qua chi 14 nhirng thir vun

vat lién quan t4i tong phai 4y ma thdi. Chuyén ndy, ching ta cAn phai hop tac diéu tra... Nay! Anh di

dau day?”
Soares dap: “Toi di nhan dién khuén mat! Nhat dinh phai tra ra lai lich tén toc bach kim. Thang d6
that sy rat dang nghi!”

Merkin hoi: “Anh dya vao gi ma khing dinh vay?”

Soares lac dau: “Téi luc Ay anh sé& tr biét. Nay, ching ta da hop tac nhiéu ndm nay rdi, toi nhac anh
mot 1an nira, dirng hy vong qua nhiéu vao dam ngudi 4y, bon chiing khong thé thanh cong duoc dau, tur
chung ta lam di.”

Merkin nhin theo bong lung Soares, 1am bam noi: “Anh khong hiéu duoc ddu.” Y dua tay nim co
40 minh, bén trong, dudng nhu c6 thir gi d6. Max nhac nho: “Ong chil, Soares da di rdi, ching ta cling
1én duong thoi.”

Merkin gat gt dau, dot nhién dién thoai di dong d6 chudng, y md may, méi nghe mot cau da 1on
tiéng quat: “No6i cai gi ha!” Saukhi gic may, y con ngdy ra mot lac 1au. Max thiy 6ng chii ctia hin ctr
nhin chim chim theo hudng Soares bién mat, thim doan tham tr cua Merkin: “Ong chu, thang cha
Soares ay that ctirng dau cing ¢, i thdy, cho hin ném mui...”

Han con chua dut 10, Merkin da tat cho mot bat tai nd dom dom mat: “May 14 cai thang ngu xuan!
Loai ngudi nhu may, thanh cong ching thiy ddu, ma thit bai thi lién tiép!” No6i xong lién quay dau bo
di thang, bén tai vang 1én tiéng nguoi ndi trong dién thoai luc niy: “Ong Merkin, that vo cing xin 16i
khi phai thong bao voi 6ng, nguoi Trung Quc mac bénh than kinh 4y, da qua doi luc nim gid ba
muwoi phut sang nay, nhd dng thong bédo v4i ngudi nha clia anh ta dén xir 1y mai tang.” Merkin thim
nht: “Néu minh hoc duogc tiéng Tang c6 sém hon mét chat, biét dau c6 thé biét duoc diéu gi do tu
miéng tén dién 4y, bay gio. .. c6 diéu bo di vay, du sao trong tay ta ciing con mot tén dién khéc, hir!”

Khong dung bi Merkin cho mét bat tai, Max 6m méat quy dudi dat, cho toi khi bong dang Merkin
khuét han, trong mit hin mdi 16e 1én mot tia hin hoc, nhi thim trong bung: “Néu Soares va Merkin

quyét chién v6i nhau, khong hiéu két qua s& thé nao?” Suy nghi mién man, hin khong khoi bat cudi.

1. Mot diém du lich ndi tiéng ciia thanh phd Lhasa
2. Tuong bién ma I kién triic rat phd bién trong cac chua miéu TAy Tang; tén goi nay 1a do mau do dic trung ciia né duge nhudém bing

mot loai cay bui, tiéng Tang goi 1a cay bién ma



Tong két

Tinh hinh con ot hon ca mong doi. Khong ngd Trwong Lap va Nhac Duong da dén Saint Mary
trudc ca bon Trac Moc Cuong Ba. Ngai Luc Khéc con sém hon nita. Chi c6 Ba Tang chua théy dau.
Tinh canh ctia Truong Lap va Nhac Duong twong d6i té hai. My ngudi bon Trac Moc Cuong Ba gip
lai hai anh chang nay trong bénh vién cua t6 chirc Chi Thap Do. Sinh ly tir biét, ba ngud1 6m chit léy
nhau cam than khong thoi. Truong Lap va Nhac Duong déu xtic dong dén roi nudc mat. Trong ring
sdu, hai ngudi dd ném dt moi diéu kho so, may ma c6 Sean gitip d&, nhung Nhac Duong ciing van bj
mot loai mudi khong biét tén trong rimg Mang Xa d6t phai, sau d6 cir sot cao méi khong dit. Truong
Lap phai khong ngirng n61 vao tai anh chang: Babatou, c6 Babatou, c6 Babatou dang doi cau kia, phai
cd 1én!” Ctr ndi nhu vy ca ngan 1an, cudi ciing méi kéo duoc Nhac Dwong & chd thin Chét tro vé.
ROi ba ngudi vi phai chay lién tuc cudi cing co thé déu khong chiu ndi, cong véi viée thiéu dinh
dudng nhiéu ngay, kiét strc ngi 1an ra. Nghe cac bac si ndi, trong ngay dau tién nhap vién, Truong Lap
clr gao mai cdi tén “Babatou”, lam ho doan 1a ¢6 Babatou gi d6 no tién cta anh chang.

Con rdt cude 1am thé ndao ho ra khoi rung ram dugc thi ca Truong Lap va Nhac Duong déu ép ung
khong chiu noi, nghe dau vi mudn bit miéng ai déy lai. Con thé lyc cua Sean thi phuc hoi rat nhanh, chi
& bénh vién theo ddi mot ngay 1a di ludn, trude khi di khong ngd ciing khong chio hoi ai tiéng nao, 1am
Truong Lap va Nhac Duong déu ldy 1am 4y nay khong yén.

Luu lac hon nira thang trong rirng nguyén sinh Nam My, minh miy ddy thuong tich, cubi cing doi
ngii dugce huin luyén dic biét ndy ciing trd vé véi t6 qudc. Lai duge hit thd 1an gié thanh tAn mat mé,
cam giac twa ho dugc trd vé cdi tién, theo yéu cau gan nhu 13 ha khic cua Lir Canh Nam, tat ca thanh
vién trong nhom huan luyén dic biét déu phai tién hanh tong két kinh nghiém vé that bai 1an nay. Lir
Canh Nam ding trén buc giang, trong that gidng mot co gido day tiéu hoc hung ac, khoa truong vung
canh tay 1én néi: “Trudc khi xudt phat, c6 ai d6 tirng n6i véi toi... anh ta noi, anh ta cho rang huin
luyén nhur vay di du roi, gio anh ta ¢3 manh 1am roi, cam giac nhu chua bao gid manh dén thé, c6 thé
chién thang bat cir khdo ngiém kho khan nio, c6 thé di ti bat ctr ving dat chét choc nguy hiém nio.
T6i da dap g ngudi d6, chi can anh ta hoan thanh ndi dung huan luyén trong thdi gian quy dinh,
chung ta s& 1ap doi 1én dudng, tim kiém Bac Ba La than miéu. Két qua... két qua thé nao cha!” Anh
mat o tré nén sac bén ghé gom. Trac Moc Cudng Ba ngoanh mit sang mdt bén, cd y khong nhin nét
mit di phuong.

Lir Canh Nam lai khéng chiu bo qua cho g, hoi thang vao mit gi: “Cudng Ba thiéu gia, anh noi

trudce di, cdm tudng cua anh v€ 1an huan luyén nay thé nao?”



“To1 thi ¢6 cam tuong gi chu!” Trac Moc Cuong Ba nhay dung 1€n, hét 16n, “Suyt chit nita thi
chiing toi chét sach trong rirng, cau tra 101 nhu vay c¢6 da hai long chua! Khong sai! Chiing tdi khong
thé vuot qua 1an huan luyén nay! Vay thi sao chir! Bi quan du kich truy dudi, bon dong vat binh thudng
mot con ciing kho gip, thuong xuyén tap trung thanh ca quan doan 16n cho chung tdi tham quan! Sam
sét, nuée 1ii! Con ngdi mo kia thi cang khéng can ndi nita, noi xong roi chi sg ¢ khong dam tin thoi!
C6 nodi di, ¢6 noi di! Thé c6 thé coi 1a huan luyén dugce khong? Cho du di danh tran, ciing khong dén
ndi phai d6i mit v6i hoan canh hung hiém nhur vay dau!” No6i hét mot trang, gi ding chéng nanh ma
thd hong hoc.

L& Canh Nam cling khong tranh cai v6i1 ga, chi mim cuoi noi: “Oi cha, khong hoan thanh nhiém vu
ma con 1y 1& hing hon nhi, hidu qua huan luyén d4u toi van chua thdy, nhung tinh khi thi ghé gm thay
0 do.”

Lit Canh Nam khong tranh luan véi gi, Trac Moc Cudng Ba ciing khong tién noi cau nita, buc tirc
dap tra mot cau: “Tinh hudng lic d6 c6 khong hiéu, doi lai 1a o thi ciing khong thé hoan thanh dugc!”
Khong ngd, cau ndy vira thdt 1én, Truong Lap, Nhac Duong va ca nhom ngudoi 6 gido su Phuong Téan,
tit ca mit may bién sic, bo dang déu nhu mudn néi: “Hong bét, Cudng Ba thiéu gia sip gip hoa r6i.”

Qua nhién, grong mit méi roi con rang rd nhu tam trong 1an gié xuan, thoat cai da nhu pha mot 16p
bang lanh 180, Lit Canh Nam lanh lung hoi: “VAy sao? Sao anh biét t6i khong di chir!”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba do ngudi, van con cing dau cting ¢6 khong chiu thua, nhin nhirng ngudi xung
quanh, thdy ai niy déu cti gim mat xudng, xem ra Lit Canh Nam khong hé n6i déi. Lit Canh Nam noi:
“Boi vi t6i cam thdy bang qua canh rimg d6 ¢6 18 van con hoi khé ddi véi miy ngudi, nén da quyét
dinh ty minh di tht truéc mot 1an. Tai mang theo mdt con dao san ca map, t6n mat bay ngay, da hoan
thanh quing dudng dy. Von tudng rang vai nang luc hién tai ctia cac ngudi, chic 1a ¢ thé hoan thanh
dugc nhiém vy, that khong ngo. .. Biéu hién ctia moi nguoi lam to1 qua that vong! Sao ha, anh khong
tin? Toi xuat phat mudn hon cac ngudi hai ngy, dén ngay thir ba da dudi kip t6 ctia gido su Phuong
Tan, khong tin thi clr hoi.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba ngoanh lai phia gido su Phuong Tan, chi tron tron d6i mat 1én, ngdy ngiy hoi:
“Khong mang theo thir gi?”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan cti gam mit xudng: “Khong mang theo thir gi, ca d6 an, 1éu bat, ca nudc ciing
khong c6.”

Lt Canh Nam lai noi: “Khi cc ngudi khong thé dén dich dung thoi han, khong kip cho chi vién toi,
t6i danh phai mdt minh quay trd lai tim kiém céc nguoi. Tim mat hai ngdy trong rimg Mang Xa méi
thay hai tén chi con thoi hoi tho! Pé tim kiém rdi ciru ching ra, t6i da giét hon tram con tran Nam My,
chi so da giét sach ca gidng loai nha chung mat roi!”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba ca kinh, chang trach hai tén phan d6 ay ctr 1ap ba ldp bap khong chiu néi 1d



chuyén gi, “dé bit miéng ai d6”, thi ra chinh la dé bit miéng ga lai. Ga hoang hét bat an quay dau lai,
dung doi mét kinh khing iy n6i vi Nhac Duong: “Con mu nay khong phai 13 ngudi!” Nhac Duong rut
ré lam ra vé khong biét phai 1am gi hon... “Pa bao 1a gido quan ma quy roi, vay ma anh van khong
tin!”

“Binh,” Lit Canh Nam vd manh xudng ban, chén tra nhay tung 1én, Trac Mdc Cudng Ba ciing giat
minh danh thot, suyt chut nita thi ¢a do ca ghé. Lai nghe Lt Canh Nam nghiém giong ndi: “Theo t6i
dugc biét, 1an hanh dong nay ¢6 mot nhom, khi hoc tap nghién ctru, chi cham cham vao pham vi nho
hep, nhan quang thip kém, hon nita khi xuit phat con nén néng mao hiém, khong hé ¢6 tinh than hop tac
déng doi, cling thiéu ca ké hoach khéo sat mot cach khoa hoc, bao nhiéu cong lao huin luyén hon ntra
nam nay déu uong phi hét ca roi con gi!” Ké dé lai vo ban danh “ram” cai nita, Trac Moc Cudng Ba
lai giat thot minh, kho khan ngoanh dau lai nhin lat ma A La, 4nh mét tham thuong vo cung: “Pai su,
ngai ban dung t61!” Nét mat lat ma A La tho o ho hirng, liéc nhin Lit Canh Nam mot cai, khong noi
khéng rang biéu thi: “Téi ciing chang con cach ndo khac ca.”

Chi nghe Lir Canh Nam tiép tuc: “Ciing may t6i khong phai 1 tong chi huy hanh dong 1an nay, bang
khong, t6i tuyét d6i khong cho phép trong nhdém ctia minh mot dam ngudi vo dung nhu thé! Nguyén
nhan that bai ctia hanh dong, cting nhitng diém cac ngudi tu cam thdy minh con chua du, tat ca viét hét
ra ban kiém diém cho tdi, ai cling phai viét, toi canh céo trudc, khong dugc chép bai ctia nhau, khong
duoc trao ddi, néu khong... phat chép mt van lan! Pic biét 1a... cac anh!” Lt Canh Nam chi théng
vao mit Trac Moc Cuodng Ba, cling may la con thém vao mdt chir “cac”.

Mb héi Trac Moc Cudng Ba va ra nhu tam. Tir sau khi t6t nghiép tiéu hoc, gi da khong con bi ai chi
vao mit mang chiri nhu vay nita. Trong phit chdc, ca gian phong trd nén tinh ling, chi nghe tiéng bt
soat soat, gia c6 tré ¢, moi ngudi déu ngdi thang do, but ngody khong nging, canh twong hét nhu
trong mot ky thi dai hoc vay.

Mudi phit sau, Lit Canh Nam udng hét chén tra, dtng 1én lanh ling néi: “T6i & phong lam viéc,
viét xong thi mang ti d6. Nhé cho ky, trong nhom cac ngudi c6 mdt nguoi phu trach giam sat toan bo
qua trinh viét kiém diém nay, néu mudn thi thim béan tan thi ¢ tu tién, dén luc éy chd co trach to1
khong né mat.” Lic ra dén cira, c6 nang lai budng thém mot cau: “Con nira, chua viét xong thi khong
duoc ra ngoai, bang khong...”

Sau khi Lir Canh Nam di khoi, cin phong rat giong véi 16p hoc nay lai cang trd nén yén tinh, ngudi
trong phong thinh thoang lai trao doi bang 4nh mat, nhung khong ai dam 1én tiéng néi chuyén, mic du
déu biét c6 18 g140 quan néi vay chi dé doa nat ho ma thoi, nhung ai co thé dam bao duoc diéu éy
chur?

Trac Moc Cudng Ba dan tré nén binh tinh, trong long 1ay 1am vt tre: “That vo 1y, mdt cd con gai

bé teo nhu vay, sao co thé cam mdt con dao ma bang qua khu rirng ay dugc chur, vay chang phai 1a con



loi hai hon ca lat ma A La hay sao? Ba chan nay rot cudc lai lich thé ndo nhi!” Ga viét bay may chir
1én gidy, roi lai nghi: “Co diéundi di ciing phai noi lai, 1an hanh dong nay dung 1a da 1am 16 ra rat
nhiéu diém thiéu sét. Khong tim hiéu k§ ludng ddy du vé vin hoa va phong thd nhin tinh khu virc xung
quanh Nam MY, céi ndy coi nhu so ¥ di, con vé dong vat tién str, chuyén nay hoan toan nam ngoai sy
tudng turong cuia minh, néu gap phai mdt loai dong vat ma minh khong c6 chit hiéu biét nao vé no, vay
thi biét 1am sao bay gid? Tam thdi khong ndi dong vat tién str, chi riéng ddm dong vat da tim hiéu rdi,
nhu trin Nam M§ 4y, 16 12 minh d3 nghién ctru thoi quen tip tinh va dic diém sinh 1y cta ching, vay
thi sao chtr, khi gip phai trin Nam My ay, dimg n6i 1a nghi cach khong ché nd, dén ca diing khi dé bo
chay ciing chang con nita roi. Oi, dit liéu tra dugc trén may tinh va tinh hinh thyc té dung 1a hai chuyén
hoan toan khac nhau! Lai con ca cac mat ma, y nghia tuong hinh kia nira, vé mit nay co thé noi 1a minh
hoan toan khong hiéu gi, ca co quan biy rap trong dia cung nita, day lai cang 1a linh vuc tréng, ca thoi
tiét tu nhién... Cha, tai sao khong hé giéng nhu mdi dau minh nghi, sao con nhiéu chuyén minh chua
ndm bét dugc thé nhi?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba mot luc phat hién ra minh c6 qua nhiéu khuyét diém, nguoc lai thanh ra khong
thé ha bat. Pot huan luyén nay c6 rat nhiéu diém ma gi vat 6c nghi mai ciing khong sao hiéu noi, chang
han nhu viéc bi quan du kich truy sat, chinh xac! Vo duyén vo ¢& bi truy sat, diém nay con my chan
tinh Lir Canh Nam kia phai giai thich thé ndo day! Con ca lat ma A La nita, d6i pho cam bay 13 ndi
dung cua giai doan cudi cung, thuc té ho chua tung duogc day qua, tai sao lat ma A La lai biét nhiéu
nhu thé! Nguoi Kukuer va ngudi Tang c6 nhirng tip tuc giéng nhau dén la thudng, chién ngao khong
sua, suy luan cia Nhac Duong... Dot nhién, Trac Moc Cuong Ba dem tat ca lién hé lai v&i nhau, mic
du i ciing cam thdy khong thé nao tin ndi, nhung ngoai cach giai thich ay ra, dudng nhu rat kho dua ra
phuong phap 1y giai nao khac nira. Noi d6, va Tay Tang, va ca Bac Ba La thin miéu nita, 1& nao thuc
su ¢6 quan hé gi voi nhau? That dung nhu nhitng gi Nhac Duong n6i? Chuyén nay that qua kho tin, rot
cudc 1a lién hé voi nhau thé nio day? Pung, nhat dinh ho con gidu minh chuyén gi d6! Piém nay 1a
chic chan r6i! Trac Moc Cudng Ba cang nghi cang thiy tirc, Truong Lap ngdi dang xa nhudng mat 1én
nhin, chi chi vao ban kiém diém ctia minh, rdi lai tron mét nhin Trac Moc Cuong Ba, ¥ bao to1 da viét
duoc ngan ndy roi, sao anh van dé gidy tring thé Cudng Ba thiéu gia. Trac Moc Cudng Ba phin nd
dung phat 1én, tham nhii: “Sao minh phai viét kiém diém cht. Hir, 6 ta khong giai thich rd rang, minh
s& cdi vunay dén cling.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba 6m mot bung bt binh, ddy bt canh cira phong lam viéc cua Lir Canh Nam ra.

Lit Canh Nam thay hai tay Trac Moc Cudng Ba tréng khong, nét mit birng birng nd khi, bén hoi:
“Co chuyén gi? C6 chuyén thi vao roi noi, dong cira lai.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba dong sam ctra lai, budc téi trude midt Lit Canh Nam néi: “Gido quan, vira ndy

cO noOi chuyén rat 16n tieng, hoi nhirng cau t61 khong tra 161 dugce, nhung bay gio, to1 cling c6 may cau



muon hoi co day!”

Lt Canh Nam khang khai gat dau: “Anh cr noi.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba chdng tay xudng ban lam viéc: “Lan huin luyén bang rirng nguyén sinh nay,
khong don gian chi 14 huan luyén thoi co dung khong? C6 con chuyén gi d6 van giau ching t6i chua
noi ra, c6 dung khong?”

Lt Canh Nam ch:fmg to thai do gi, chi noi: “Tai sao lai noi vay?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba dap ngay: “Chang 18 gido quan khong con nhd gi nita? Nhung t6i thi chua
quén dau, luc dich dén cua hanh dong 1an ndy vira méi quyét dinh xong, c6 da noi véi chung toi thé
nao chu, s¢ réng ddi thu canh tranh cua chung t61 da di trude mot bude? Bon ching di trude mot budce
lam cai gi chir? Toi nhé lac 4y gido quan cling khong cho ching t6i cau tra 16 thi phai. Két qua, nhom
chung toi vira bat dau thi da bi quan du kich truy dudi, can trd, sau d6 méi biét c6 ngudi tung tin don
bao chiing toi biét 16i vao Thanh phd Vang, rd rang 13 dé cAm chan chiing t6i lai, hodc 1a khong dé
chung t6i bang qua khu rirng dy. O d6 c6 gi chir? C6 khong hé nhic dén mot chit nao!” Trac Moc
Cuong Ba gio ngon tay 18n trude mit, lac 1ac dau, “Toi nghi mdi ma khong hiéu rdt cude day 1a
chuyén gi, cho téi khi t6i gip lat ma A La!”

“Lat ma A La!” Trong mat LC anh 1én than tinh hoang hét. Trac Moc Cudng Ba biét ngay 1a minh
da doan dung, lién tiép tuc tan cong: “Hir, khong sai, 1a lat ma A La. Khi t6i gip ong ay, 6ng ay khong
hé hoang mang hoang loan chi mudn tim 16i ra nhu bon ching t6i, ciing khéng nén nong ra khoi khu
rimng 4y, t0i rd rang 1a 6ng ay dang... dang im mot... tht... gi d6...” Trac Moc Cudng Ba c¢d v kéo
dai may chir cudi ciing ra hong tang ap luc cho Lit Canh Nam, “Bach thanh. .. diing khong! Pia cung **
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Puch! Pung khong! Cac nguoi da som biét dén noi 4y roi, ding khong!” Thuc ra, Trac Moc Cuong Ba
cling chi vira méi 16e 1én ¥ nghi nay trong dau, dot nhién nghi &1, nhitng gi lai ¢ ¥ cang luc cang 16n
tiéng hon, tira hd nhur d3 biét hét moi chuyén tir trude roi vay. Ga gan nhu gi sat dau minh vao dau Lix
Canh Nam hoi tiép: “Bén trong rot cudc 1a c6 thir gi? Mic du cudi cung lat ma A La khong tim duoc
gi hét, nhung tai sao 6ng ay lai quen thudc cic co quan cam by, cach bd cuc trong kim tur thap nhur
vay? Ong 4y da nghién ctru vé noi d6, day khong phai 13 chuyén ngay mot ngay hai nita roi, toi noi
khong sai chir? Khong ngai duong xa ngan dim bao ching t6i dén chd Ay, rét cude 14 mudn bon toi 1am
gi? Muc dich ctia cac ngudi, co phai 1a loi dung danh nghia huan luyén dic biét, thuc ra 1a dé ching
t6i lam moi cau, thu hit sy cht ¥ cia quan du kich hay khong? C6 phai chinh cac nguoi da phao tin
d6n hay khong?”

Lir Canh Nam hoang hét noi: “Khéng! Khong phai nhu vay. Khong phai nhu vay.” Khi thé cua co
nang da khong con cting ran nhu luc ndy nira.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba tiép tuc ting thém ap luc cho dbi phuong, vira tién lai gan vira noi: “Gio thi

coi nhu t61 hi€u ro1, ching to1 chi 1a con co trong tay cac nguo1i, la cong cu cua cac nguoi, huan luyén



dic biét cai gi chu, tat ca déu 1a gia d6i hét! Cac nguoi chang qua 14y danh nghia khao sat khoa hoc, ra
nudc ngoai trom mo thoi!” Tur 1au ga di nghi ngo lat ma A La 14 thanh vién ctia mot to chirc trom mo,
gior thi ca Lir Canh Nam ciing roi vao dién nghi van ctia gi ndt.

T6i danh ndy qua 16m, ca Lir Canh Nam ciing ndi gian, dap ban ding day quat: “Anh n6i bay cai gi
day! Anh chang biét cai quai gi hét!”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba thi nguoc lai, thai do rat d6i ung dung, gi thong tha ngdi xudng, vy tay noi:
“Pugc rdi, co biét, vay ¢0 noi di, noi cho to1 biét nhirng chuyén nay la thé nao.”

L& Canh Nam c6 chuat hoang loan, c6 ciing khong ngo lai bi Trac Moc Cuong Ba €p t61 nude nay.
C6 nhanh chong diéu chinh lai tim thai ctia minh, trin tinh tré lai, ngdi xuéng d6i dién vdi Trac Moc
Cuong Ba, dang vé trAm tu mot lic 14u m&i ndi: “Toi di bao rdi, néu cac anh ¢ thé vuot qua khao
hach gitra ky nay, t6i s& giao so tu liu duoc cac chuyén gia nghién ctru tim ra cho cac anh xem, ¢6
diéu, cic anh dau c6 hoan thanh 1an khao hach 1an nay, khong dung sao?”

“C6...” Von ngd rang Lit Canh Nam it nhiéu 16 ra chat gi d6, khong ngd ¢6 nang nay lai dot nhién
doi giong, chan nguoc tro lai, Trac Moc Cuong Ba an tay Xuéng mit ban, tron mét 1én, twa nhu mudn
lap trc dtng phat day bo di, c6 diéu rdt cudc gi ciing khong ding 1én, ¢t ngdi yén nhu vay do mat voi
Lit Canh Nam, con nguoi co hd nhu mudn toe lra. Trac Moc Cuong Ba thim nhii: “Con mu gai gia
nay, mudn léy t6i ra 1am trd dua chic? Rt cudc t6i da dac toi gi voi co chu?”

Lt Canh Nam nhin Trac Mdc Cudng Ba, trong long cling dang 1y 1am phién mudn: “Tai sao, tai
sao khong thé d6i dai voi gi dan 6ng dang ghét nay nhu nhirng binh si thong thudng chir! Cudng Ba
thiéu gia, vi anh nén tdi méi 1am vay, anh chang biét gi hét ca...” Cudi cung, Trac Moc Cudng Ba binh
tinh lai, dua vao ghé, cham rai noi: “Co6 no1 nhu vay, v 1a chuyén di chau My nay cua ching to1 co lién
quan dén cac tu liéu ma chuyén gia nghién ctru tim ra phai khong?”

Lit Canh Nam trirng mat 1én ludm gd, van giir im lang. Trac Moc Cuong Ba cho rang c6 da mic
nhién thira nhin, trong 1ong lai cang thém nhiéu nghi van mdi. Ga ngdi thang ngudi 1én, ngac nhién hoi:
“Noi vay thi, canh rurng ma chung t61 da bang qua do, thuc su c6 quan h¢ voi Tay Tang hay sao?
Nhitng hoat dong té bai twong tu trong cac bd lac nguyén thily ctia dam tho dan an thit nguoi nita, d6
khong phai 13 ngiu nhién? Co6 noi di? Tai sao lai khong noi gi?”

Lit Canh Nam ving vang dap: “Anh dirng quén, anh dang noi chuyén véi si quan chi huy day, nhu
thé nay, that khong xing dang 1am mot binh si dat chuan.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba lién gidu lai: “T6i c¢6 bao gid bao minh 1a binh si dau? Toi dang 14y tu cach
nha dau tr, ndi chuyén v4i chu thau, t6i chi mudn biét nhirng gi toi can phai biét thoi. Ctr tiép tuc thé
nay, chi sg to1 chét rdi van khong hiéu minh chét thé nao, tai sao lai chét, da vay thi can gi phai hop
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tac nita! Toi quyét dinh roi, t6i mudn cham dut hop tac tai day!” Phat tiét xong ca khoi bat man trong

1ong, Trac Moc Cudng Ba binh tinh dtimg 1én, gi da chiu dung du 161, gi quyét dinh s& dya vao stc



minh di tim kiém Tir Ky Lan cua ga.

“Poi da!” Lan dau tién Trac Moc Cudng Ba trong thiy Lir Canh Nam can moi, dong thoi khong
dam nhin théng vao anh mét cia minh, “Trudc khi nhan dugc 1énh cua cép trén, t01 khong thé tiét 16
cho anh cac ndi dung lién quan t&i chuyén nay, c6 diéu, t6i nghi cp trén s& nhanh chong cé cau tra 1oi
thoi. Ca nhan t6i hy vong anh, Trac Moc Cuong Ba tién sinh, chd nén dé dang cham dirt sy hop tac ndy
nhu vdy.” Néi dén doan cudi, giong c6 nhé dan nho dan.

“Pay da tinh 1a thoa hiép chua?” Trac Moc Cudng Ba mirng tham trong bung, thyc ra gi van rat
quan tim t&i s6 tu liéu duge cac chuyén gia ctia nha nude thu thap kia. “Vay thi, toi nghi, ngay mai,

ngay mai ¢ hay cho t61 mot cau tra 101 di.” Trac Moc Cuong Ba nghi€ém tc ndi, ro1 quay nguoi di ra.



Thoa hi¢p

Pém dai dang dang, tiét xuan se se lanh, Trac Moc Cuong Ba khong nga duoc dimg khoanh tay
trudc nguc, ngam nhin canh dém phia xa xa. Thoat cai, gi da toi day dugc gin mot ndm roi, ndi da co
cay O ddy déu da vo cung than thudc, hudng chi 13 nhitng déng d6i sém chiéu ¢ cung nhau kia.

“Cuong Ba thiéu gia, nghe noi, anh da ba chan kia roi ha?” Khong hiéu tir lac nao, Nhac Duong da
xuét hién sau lung Trac Moc Cudng Ba.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba 4n dau anh chang xudng, ddy vé phia sau: “Thang khi niy, kha ndm, con dam
dua ca gido quan cua cau nira.”

Nhac Duong lai nhém dau 18n, 1an nay thi lam ra vé nghiém tic mot chit ndi: “Cudng Ba thiéu gia,
t6i nghi, anh van khong n& roi khoi doi ctia ching ta dau, chi mubn dan mat thwong cap mot phen thoi
dung khong?”’

Trac Moc Cuong Ba ngudce nhin ra xa, cuoi cuoi: “Cau dén tham do toi a?”

Nhac Duong cuoi ha ha: “Nhin t6i ciing ddu c6 giong phan d6 chir? Toi ndi that day, Cudng Ba
thiéu gia, khong phai anh that sy mudn roi khoi day hanh dong mot minh ddy chir? Tu liéu anh dang co
trong tay khong phai rat c6 han hay sao?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba noi: “Nhung cong tac bao mat ciia hoi hoi bi tot qua thi phai! Xua nay t6i 1am
viéc déu tu dit ra cho minh ké hoach va chuong trinh riéng, nhu vay t61 moi biét r6 dugc minh mudn
1am gi, va minh dang lam gi. Con nhu lac ndy... hir!” Trac Moc Cudng Ba lic dau tho dai, noi tiép:
“C0 18, t6i that su khong phai mot nguoi linh tét. Toi dd quen tur minh nim bat van ménh ctia minh, cha
khong phai nghe theo su sép xép cua van m¢nh, lam chuyén gi cling nhét dinh phai c6 muc tiéu, béng
khéng vinh vién khong thé thanh cong duoc. Nhu bay gid, ca muc tiéu ciing khong o, chi bao ching ta
lam theo yéu cau, t6i thuc khong 1am duoc.”

Nhac Duong nhin ra xa thd dai mot tiéng, chirng gidy lat sau moi ndi: “Lan ndy, 1anh dao cip trén
s€ thoa hi¢p thoi.”

“Sao cau biét dugc?”

“Rat don gian, vi nhom chung ta tir khi dugc huan luyén dén gid, van chua tirng tham gia thuc dia
tac chién 14n ndo. Toi nghi, mot d6i ngii duge huin luyén dic biét dé ra chién trudng, nhitng twdng sap
dat tiéu chuan t6i noi, giai tan trong ltc ndy that khong c6 loi d6.” Nhac Duong cudi cudi noi.

Trac Moc Cuong Ba nghiéng mat cham chi nhin Nhac Duong, anh chang nay noi1 ciing kha c6 1y.
Bét giac gi ciing tho dai: “Hy vong dugc nhu cdu noi.”

Nhac Duong 1ap tirc néi: “Toi da bao Cudng Ba thiéu gia ciing khong mudn bo cude nhur vy ma,



tu liéu t6 chuyén gia thu thip duoc van c6 strc hip dan rat 16n dung khong?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba noi: “Céu 4y 4, dung 12 cai gi ciing khong gidu ndi cau. Phai rdi, toi 1ay lam ky
quai, tai sao cau dugc chon vao nhdm nay? Chi 1a cap trén sap xép thoi ha?”

Nhac Duong nhiin vai dép: “Béi vi trong dam linh trinh sét, t6i 1a ngudi gioi nhat.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba bat cudi. Nhac Duong kéu toang 1én: “Pay 14 ¥ gi vay? Ching 1& Cuong Ba
thiéu gia anh khong nhin ra su wu ta ctia t6i hay sao?”

“Cau bdc phét vira vira thoi...”

“Anh khong thé léy ba chin dé ra so duoc, co ta la giao quan co ma. Buogc 1di duoc roi, toi sta
lai, trong dam linh trinh sat tré, toi 1a nguoi gidi nhat.”

“Hal”...

Bén kia, trong phong lam viéc cua Lit Canh Nam, c6 dang non nong di di lai lai: “Ngai xem, nhu
vay dugc khong? A La dai nhan?”

Lat ma A La néi: “Cap trén c6 phan tng gi khong?”

Lir Canh Nam noi: “Vé diém nay thi xin A La dai nhan yén tdim. Ménh 1é€nh ctia cép trén 1a, trudc
khi si quan chi huy cao nhit téi day, tit ca déu do con toan quyén phu trach. Ning luwc ctia Nhac Duong
con biét rat rd, chi can got gitia thém chit nita 13 s& trd thanh mot vién ngoc sang; Truong Lap tuy
khéng phai nguoi uu ti nhat trong cac hoc sinh ctia con, song ciing c6 thé coi 1a mot trong nhitng ngudi
dung dau, quan trong nhat 12 & b doi dia phuong ho cling khong phai xuat chiing 1dm, biéu hién twong
dbi binh thuong. Bon ho ciing khong hé biét nguyén nhan minh duoc lua chon, vi vay doi ngii lan nay
tuyét d6i khong 1am ngudi ngoai hiém nghi chit ndo. Tat ca déu theo yéu cau cua Hoi dong Trudng
130, tuyét d6i am tham hanh dong.”

Lat ma A La néi: “Nhac Duong kha nguy hiém dy. Theo nhu Cuong Ba thiéu gia ndi, Nhac Duong
d3 suy ludn ra hau hét cac nghi van trong chuyén di chiu M§ ndy cua ho diy, liéu cdu ta c6 nghi ngd
nguyén nhan thuc sy ctia viéc tham gia nhém nay hay khong?”’

Lir Canh Nam lac dau: “Chac 13 khong, lac moi gip mit, con da ¢6 ¥ lamra vé khong quen biét
bon ho, hon nita, Nhac Dwong khong c6 thoi quen nghi ngd gido quan cta minh dau. Cudng Ba thiéu
gia thi chang biét chuyén gi, nhitng ngudi anh ay tim t6i, gido sw Phuong Tén, ¢6 Pudng Man, thaim
chi ca anh chang Ba Tang trong til kia, cling déu chang biét chut gi. C6 1& chinh vi nguyén nhan nay,
Cudng Ba thiéu gia méi non nong tim hiéu thém vé Bac Ba La thin miéu.”

“Umy, tinh cach Cuong Ba thiéu gia rat doc 1ap, cur tiép tuc gidu giém thé nay cau ay sé& bo di that
day, da dén lac cho ho biét vé cac tu lidu lich sir kia rdi. Doi voi Cudng Ba thiéu gia, chung ta ciing
nén thay doi thai do, cd gang khién cdu Ay nghi rang, 1a cu dy ty nd luc tim kiém Bac Ba La thin miéu
chir khong phai vi chiing ta moi tim kiém Bac Ba La than miéu. Trong nhitng nguoi ndy, ké duy nhat
dang nghi ngo chinh 1 anh chang Ba Tang vira méi ra ti kia. C6 diéu, nghe miy ngudi bon Cuong Ba



thiéu gia ké vé biéu hién cua Ba Tang trong chuyén di chdu My vira roi, n6i khong chirng anh ta that sur
o thé cung cép mdt s& dau mdi dit biét cho viée tim kiém Bac Ba La than miéu, c¢6 diéu Ba Tang lai
bi nude 1 cudn di mat rdi, khong biét cd con sdng tro vé duge hay khong nira. Néu Ba Tang song trd
vé, chung ta khong thé khong ting thém mbi hoai nghi v4i anh ta, dong thdi, cling phai loi dung anh ta
triét dé hon.”

“Vang, A La dai nhan.”

“Con ntra, Ngai Luc Khic kia hinh nhu 12 mot nhan vat c6 thira, c6 phai cép trén phai t&1 gidm sat
chiing ta hay khong?”

“Khong, chi 1a trg thi. Anh éy s€ di ngay thoi, nha nudc ndéi con c6 mot nhiém vu khac cho anh éy,
c6 diéu nhu vay, nguoc lai con khién con lo ldng hon. C6 18, cai nhom chua 1am nén chuyén gi nay sap
phai giai tin dén noi, vay ma ltc nay Cuong Ba thiéu gia lai con dua ra nhirng yéu cau d6 nira.” Lit
Céanh Nam noi vo1 vé kho xir.

“Um,” latma A La gat gat dau: “Gid con mot viéce nira phai lo léng, chinh la ké dich cua chung ta,
sudt ca hanh trinh nay, ta déu khong cam nhan duoc su ton tai ctia bon chung, co6 1€ dung la da qua mat
duoc dbi phuwong. Nhung nhitng chuyén bon Cudng Ba thiéu gia gip phai lai khién ngudi ta phai nghi
ngo. Ca mot khu vuc 16n nhu vay, chi cé ching bay tdm bd lac nguyén thuy, di qua do, ty 1€ gdp dam
ngudi nguyén thity ay khong qua mot phan ngan, vay ma bon Cuong Ba thiéu gia lai gip phai nhitng hai
1an; con chuyén ca bon buén ma tiy 13n quan du kich dia phwong déu truy dudi bon ho 1a thé nao? Ta
ludn c6 cam giac, su viéc nay khong hé don gian nhu bé ngoai, dang sau duong nhu 6 4m muu gi do,
nhung ching ta lai chang nhin ra chit so hd nao, that 1a khién ngudi ta phai lo lang.”

“A La dai nhan, liéu ching ta c6 qua da nghi hay khéng?”

“Khong, con khéng hiéu dau, ké dich ctia chiing ta hét strc giao hoat va nguy hiém. Tir khi Thanh
gido chiing ta tiép xtic v4i bon chiing, trén phuong dién diéu tra cic dau mdi vé Bac Ba La than miéu,
hai bén da bi ching chiém mat tién co, 1an nay néi thé nao ciing khong dé xay ra bat ctr diéu gi so sot.”

Lir Canh Nam hoi: “A La dai nhin, theo ngai thi Merkin c6 phai mot trong s nhitng ké ay hay
khong?”

Lat ma A La lac dau: “Khong biét, ta ciing khong cam thdy sy ton tai cta hin. C6 18 hin khong di
Bach thanh, 1an ndy rdi khoi Trung Qudc trude chi 13 trang hop.”

Lir Canh Nam n6i: “Khong biét cai nhin cua dai nhan vé hanh trinh 1an nay nhu thé nio?”

Lat ma A La thd dai: “Ngudn tin chuan xac, chi ¢ diéu ching ta di t6i chim mdt bude, dé ké khac
nhanh chan hon. Chac 12 mon d6 trong dia cung ** Puch d4 bi trom di tir bay ndm trudc roi.”

Lit Canh Nam nhiu may 1én néi: “Néu dung 1a sy that, vay thi trong tay ching it nht ciing c6 ban do
va toa thanh anh sang téa chiéu roi. Vay thi tai sao bon chiing van ctr chan chir chwa hanh dong?”

Lat ma A La lac dau: “Khong biét nita, c6 1& chiing van chwa pha giai duoc thong tin 4n chira trong



tda thanh dugc anh sang toa chiéu cling nén, du thé nao thi ching ciing khong c6 kha ning dién dich
dugc thong tin trén ban dd dau.” Lat ma A La dé 16 vé mit nang né, 1am bam noi, “Néu nhirng gi ngud1
¢ trong rirng Mang Xa noi 1a su that, vay thi bon ho 1a mot nhom muoi1 ba nguoi. Trudce khi dén dia
cung ** Puch da chét mit bon nguoi, thém anh ta vao nita thi 1a ndm, c¢6 1€ con lai tAm nguoi, trong dia
cung khong thé nao khong c6 ngudi mat mang, vay thi rot cude dam ngudi Ay con bao nhiéu ngudi
nira? Néu Merkin 14 mot trong s6 d6, vy nhirng ké khac gio dang & dau?”” Cubi cing, ong thd dai mot
tiéng: “Dam nguoi ndy qua 13 dang so, trén dudng tim kiém Bac Ba La than miéu, bon chung d3 din
trudc ching ta. Pay dung 1a mot chuyén hét strc gay go, chiing ta khong con thoi gian nita roi!”

Lir Canh Nam dit tay trai 1én vai phai, cti thip nguoi xuéng: “Dai nhan, xin ngai yén tim, chiing ta
s& ¢6 ging hét strc vuot 18n trude bon chung, anh sang ctia than miéu mii mdi soi dudng cho chiing ta.
V6i su chi dan cua than Tri tué, chung ta nhét dinh s& c6 dugc anh sang.”

Lat ma A La n6i: “Phai roi, nghe noi cudi cing con d ciru ba nguoi ra khoi rimg sau, trong do6 c6
mot nguoi toc bach kim phai khong?”

Lir Canh Nam gt dau: “Vang, Sean, lam mot ngudi Anh.”

Lat ma A La néi: “Con thdy nguoi nay thé nao?”

Lit Canh Nam nghi ngoi gidy lat réi dap: “Khi nhin thiy anh ta, con ¢6 cam gic nguoi nay giong
mot ké lang bat phong khoang tu do, an twong ma anh ta mang t6i cho con 1a, mdt quy 6ng ngudi Anh
roi viéc budn doi, khong biét troi cao dat day tham gia doan du lich tir tic t6i rimg nguyén sinh mao
hiém.

Lat ma A La néi: “Khéng, con nham roi. Khi nghe Cudng Ba thiéu gia ké vé con ngudi ndy, an
twong cua ta 13, kinh nghiém song trong rirng nguyén sinh ctia anh ta cao hon bon Cudng Ba thiéu gia
that khong biét bao nhiéu 1an. Nguoi nay rat dang nghi, phai nhan dién khudn mét, nhat dinh phai tra ra
lai lich cta anh ta.”

L& Canh Nam ban khodn: “Lam vay li¢u c6 hoi qua...”

Lat ma A La xua tay ndi: “khong thé so ¥, khong thé dé tinh hudng nio nam ngoai du liéu cua ching
ta xay ra.” L&r Canh Nam v{1 vang da dap 1o1. Lat ma A La lai nguaoc mét nhin 1én bau troi xanh tham,
cham rai noi tiép: “khong thé so suit dugc nira, hai muoi ndm trude, vi mot phut so séy, da khién mot
cd bé vo i roi vao dia nguc. Sai 1am tuong tu nhu vay, tuyét d6i khong thé tai dién lan nira.”

Cudi cung, lat ma A La ndi: “Vay thi ctr quyét dinh vay di, ngdy mai ta va con sé& cting ndi cho
Cuong Ba thiéu gia nhitng tu liéu ma cdu 4y himg thii. Con phai bao cdo 6n thda chuyén di chau My
ndy 1én thuong cép, ta cling mang toan bd ndi dung ctia hanh dong 1an nay bao cdo véi hoi dong
Trudng 130, hoa may céac vi truong 130 c¢6 thé nhin ra Am muu cua ké dich trong 1an hanh dong nay.
Ha...”

Sang sdm hom sau, Trac Moc Cuong Ba va giao su Phuong Tan td1 phong 1am viéc cua Lir Canh



Nam. Ga von dinh kéo ca Nhac Duong, Truong Lap cung di cho ngudi dong thé manh, nhu vy méi
gy ap lyc dugce v6i Lit Canh Nam. Trac Moc Cudng Ba néi hai ngudi bon ho ciing ¢é quyén duoc
biét minh dang chip hanh nhiém vu gi, nhung hai tén nhat gan ay vira nghe nhéc t&i chuyén kiém gido
quan dam phan da rut lai, noi thé nao ciing khong chiu di. Con vé Man Man, Trac Moc Cudng Ba von
khéng co ¥ dinh dé c6 dinh dang dén chuyén nay. Ga ciing tim t6i lat ma A La, khong ngd nha su gia
ndi minh 12 ngudi ctia phia ton gido, ciing biét chuyén réi. Trac Moc Cuong Ba tron mét 1én nhin 6ng
mot lc 1au, khong thé ndo vi su gia nay da biét hét moi chuyén, gi con trdng dau chi c6 Lit Canh Nam
v6i Ngai Luc Khac 1a hiéu rd chuyén nay thoi.

Lir Canh Nam va lat ma A La di & trong van phong do1 ho tir trude, chi c6 Ngai Luc Khac 13 khong
thay dau.

“Cap trén da co cau tra 101 chua?” Trac Moc Cudng Ba vira bude vao da mo miéng hoi ngay.

“Ngoi di.” Lit Canh Nam dua tay ra hiéu moi ngdi. Bén tay phai cta co dat hai chong tu liéu day
cdp. Trac Moc Cudng Ba thay c6 hy vong, tham nhil xem ra 1an ndy Nhac Duong di doan tring roi.

Doi hai nguoi ngdi xudng xong xudi, Lir Canh Nam dan chéo muoi dau ngdn tay vao nhau, chim rii
thong tha noi: “Con nhé trude khi xuat phat, t6i da nhic véi anh vé C6 Cach kim thu méi tir hai ngoai
mang vé hay khong?”

“DPuong nhién.”

Lir Canh Nam néi: “Tin rang hai nguoi déu co hiéu biét rat siu vé vuong triéu C6 Cach phai
khong?”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan lay 1am la n6i: “Khong hiéu rd 1am.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba ngac nhién noi: “Tai sao toi phai hiéu rat rd chi? Toi chi biét virong triéu dy
¢ phia T4y, hinh nhu thuoc khu vuc A Ly thi phai?”

“Vay con vuong triéu Tugng Hung? N6 dugc kién 1ap trude vuong triéu C6 Cach, co thé noi 1a
tién than cta vuong triéu C6 Cach.”

“C6 nghe ndi, nhung ciing khong hiéu biét gi hét.”

Lit Canh Nam ngam liéc mét nhin lat ma A La, lat ma A La ciing lang lang ra 4m hiéu ngam, biéu thi
Trac Moc Cudng Ba dich thue khong biét gi vé chuyén nay. Lir Canh Nam lai ndi tiép: “Khong biét
cling khong sao, hai ngudi xem qua cac tu lidu ndy sé hiéu thoi. Toi s& ndi van tat tim quan trong ctia
né. Sau khi Tan tho Lang Pat Ma chét, chién tranh dién ra lién tiép. Nam 877 sau Cong nguyén, vuong
triéu Thd Phon diét vong, dong thoi bi chia cat thanh miy virong qudc nho. Giai doan nay da hoan toan
bi quén lang trong lich str. Tir sau tré di, tu lidu ¢ thé tra ctru trong lich sir chi c6 A Pé Hiép(1) dai
su vao dat Tang nam 1042 sau Cong nguyén, c6 diéu day ciing khong hoan toan 1a tu lidu lich str.
Trong nhitng vurong qudc nho ay, chi c6 mot virong qudc duy nhat c6 dugce hoa binh va nhanh chong

ho1 phuc, ro1 ton tai kéo dai dén may trdm nam sau, chinh la vuong quoc cua vuong trieu Co Cach.



Bon ho 14 con chau cta Ling Pat Ma thudc nhanh cta Duy Tung. Néu nhu tinh tir Duy Tung, lich str
clia vurong triéu nay bat dau tir ndm 842 trudc Cong nguyén cho t6i tan thé ky mudi bay, vira hay bao
gé)m ca giai doan “tich diét” kia. Vi vay, cac van kién lich str ciia vrong triéu C6 Céch co y nghia rét
quan trong dbi vai viée nghién ctru giai doan lich st that lac sau khi Lang Pat Ma diét Phat gido.
Trudc mit, cac chuyén gia da c6 nhan dinh so b0, s6 Co Cach kim thu nay, chinh la cac van kién lich
st ciia CO Cach da bi mat tich, néu duoc churng thuc, gia tri cua ching s€ cuc ky tran quy. Hon nira,
theo ngudn tin dang tin cdy cua ching ta, s Co Cach kim thu ndy chinh 13 mot trong nhitng dau mbi
quan trong ma nim xua Stanley phat hién duoc ¢ TAy Tang. Tém lai, C6 Cach kim thu chinh 14 sir lidu
dang tin cdy nhat vé giai doan Phat diét, ddu mdi ma nd cung cap ciing 1a dang tin cAy nhat. Nhitng van
dé lién quan dén phuong dién lich sir t6i khong rudm ra nhéc lai nita, & day chi nhin manh vao mot sb
van dé trong Co Cach kim thu c¢6 lién quan t¢i chiu My thoi. Thuc ra, chuyén di chdu My 1an nay cua
moi nguoi, ciing lién quan téi sé Co Cach kim thu vira méi dugc mang tré vé t6 qudc kia.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba cang nghe cang thdy mo hd khé hiéu: “Chuyén di chau My? Lién quan gi dén
C6 Cach kim thu cht?”

L& Canh Nam noi: “Anh nghe t61 noi hét da. Theo nhirng tu liéu chiing t61 niam duoc, sau giai doan
diét Phat, dé bao vé kinh dién ctia Phat gia thoi do, nhitng vi cao ting lanh doi an thé c6 thé néi da
mang di s6 kinh dién hoan chinh nhat va cac cong nghé pham xa hoa nhét cta vuong triéu Thd Phon
thoi ky thinh vueong. Bon ho trai qua vo sé hiém nguy, cudi cing d tim dugc mot noi an toan. C6 18
bon ho ciing biét, khong thé dé nhitng bau vét nghé thuat Ay vinh vién chon vii & mot noi khong ai hay
biét duoc, 161 s& co mot ngay, can phai dé cho chung xudt hién tro lai dudi anh mit troi; hodc cling coO
thé 1a cac vi cao ting Ay c6 tranh chip ndi bo, nay sinh nghi ngo d6i v6i quyén sd hitu cac vat pham
trong thin miéu. Tom lai, may chuc ndm sau khi thin miéu duoc xay dung xong, nhirng nguoi d6 da
phai sir gia di, tong cong mang theo ba mén dd, chinh 14 tin vat dé chi din nguoi doi sau tim kiém Bac
Ba La than miéu. Theo nhitng thong tin ma chiing ta nam duoc hién nay, mot trong ba thir d6, chac 1a
mot tim ban d6, ghi chép cach vuot qua bong dém va nguy hiém, tim dén dugc noi ho xdy dung than
miéu. V& thir ndy, chiing t6i da tirng to chirc diéu tra toan dién, 14t nita s& n6i trong tin voi anh sau.
Mot thit nita, goi 14 toa thanh anh sang téa chiéu, cu thé 1a thir gi, thi dén gio ching t6i cling chua lam
rd, thé nhung, ching t6i da tim thay trong C6 Cach kim thu mot sd vét tich lich sir lién quan dén mén
vatnay.”

Pay mai 1a 1an thir hai Trac Moc Cudng Ba tiép xtic vdi chuyén lién quan téi Bac Ba La than miéu,

hoan toan khong ngd ngbdi mi€u nay lai cd nhi€u chuyén dén thé.

1. Atisas (942-1054), nha Phat hoc An D6 ¢ dai, ong 1a ngudi cé cong rat 1on trong cong cude chan hung Phat gido TAy Tang hdi thé ky

X sau cong nguyén.



Chuwong 19:
MAYA: BIEN CHUNG CHAU MY CUA VAN MINH HOA HA

Totem ma ngudi Maya sung bai 13 than Kukulkan va than Bao chdu My, gan véi tin ngudng sung
bai long ho6 ctia Trung Qudc; nguoi Maya ton sing d6 bang ngoc, hoan toan phit hop véi quan niém
ctia nguoi Trung Qudc; kim tu thap Maya hinh dang cau tao hoan toan khac véi kim ty thap Ai Cap,
giong md hinh dau nguoc ctia ngudi Trung Qudc hon, tic dung chi yéu 1a dé té troi, hinh thire khac
nhau ma cong dung thi nhur dan € ctia Trung Qudc; vin tw Maya c6 cting phwong thire t6 hop va ky
hiéu vo1 Kim van ¢ Ba Thuc.



Giai thich nghi ngo

Lir Canh Nam sap xép lai ¥ nghi trong dau, cham rai noi: “Vi st gia vi dai nhat mang theo toa thanh
duoc 4nh sang toa chiéu. Qudc vurong di dung nghi 18 ton gido cao nhat dé nghénh tiép ngai. Pong thoi
sau khi trai tinh chin ngdy, da thinh duoc st gia dua thanh vat. Qudc Vuong kinh ngac vo cung, lién
hoi muc dich cta st gia. St gia ndi voi qudc vurong rang 6ng mudn mang thanh vt téi tin cling ciia
thé gigi. Quic vurong khan thinh xin duoc giit lai ban tranh khic ctia thanh vat va da dugc sir gia dong
¥. Sau d6, qudc vuong cung cip cho sir gia rat nhiéu tién 16 phi, phai binh si va chién ngao cting ngai
to1 no1 tan cung thé gid1. Bon ho di1 mdt chuyén, mAt mudi ba ndim rong ra, vugt qua hét ngon ndi nay
t1 ngon nui khac, bang qua bién 16n vo bién, téi mot quoc gia vira xa la lai vira than bi. Ciy & d6 cao
choc troi, 1ién thanh mot khoang 16m, trong rirng sau, hiém hoa bon bé, khép noi déu 1a cac loai dong
vat va thuc vat an thit nguo1 ma ho chua tirng biét dén, kién trac & noi éy cao 16n hung vi, 16n hon bét
ctr toa cung dién nao ho ting trong thay; than miéu & d6 giéng nhu mot ngdi thap, 14 nhitng hinh tam
giac khong 16 ghép lai voi nhau, cao dén tit chan may, bac thang thong thang 1én gitta 1an miy, van tir &
day 1a t6 hop ctia hinh dau ngudi va hinh vé cac loai dong thuc vat...”

Vira nghe dén cau chuyén chién ngao va st gia, Trac Moc Cudng Ba 1ap tirc lién hé nhirng mit xich
then chdt d6 lai voi nhau. O trong rirng Mang Xa gi hoan toan so xuat khong nghi t6i. Yinawea, mot vi
than di khap thé gian, phan than ctia thin Ché bao vé ngai... sao minh lai quén mat dugc nhi! Troi oi,
nhu vdy thi, tat ca cic phong tuc gan gidng voi ctia Tay Tang ma gi ting duoc thiy trong rimg rdm
chau My da c6 mot 101 giai thich hoan toan hop ly. Chi ¢6 mot diéu, hon méot ngan nam trudc da vuot
qua Thai Binh Duong, that s bon ho co thé 1am dugc sao?

“Poi chat di...” Gido su Phuwong T4an khan khan giong kéu 1én: “C6 mubn néi 14, mdt ngan nim
trude! Nguoi dan tc Tang ciia chung ta d3 vuot qua bién 16n, dén tin chau M§?!” Xem ra dng con
kinh ngac hon Trac Moc Cudng Ba gip boi phan.

Lit Canh Nam mim cuoi: “Gido su khong can phai kinh ngac nhu vay dau, hai ngudi co biét theo
két luAn méi nhat ma cac chuyén gia nghién ctru vé Maya méi dua ra, to tién ngudi Maya 14 ai
khong?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba lac dau nhu cai trong boi, tham nhu: “Chac khong thé nao 1a nguoi dan toc
Tang day cha?” Gido su Phuong Tan dudng nhu da nhd ra diéu gi d6, nguoc lai tré nén tram tu mic
tuong,

Lir Canh Nam lién tra 11 luén: “La ngudi Mong Co. Cach day mot van nim, ngudi Mong Co &
chau A d3 dén chau My roi.”



Trac Moc Cudng Ba 1am bam: “Chang phai Colombo phét hién ra chau My hay sa0?”

Lir Canh Nam gt dau: “Chuyén ay khong sai, nhung Colombo chi 1 ngudi dau tién tuyén bd véi
thé gii rang co mot noi goi 1a chau My, khong phai 14 ngudi dau tién dat chan 18n manh dat d6. Trong
nén van hoa Maya, c6 rat nhiéu tic pham nghé thuat c6 thé phan anh van dé nay.” Lir Canh Nam lai lay
ra mot s6 tu lidu lién quan, noi: “Trong cac tac pham diéu khic ciia ngudi Maya c6 séc thai chau A,
chau Phi rat rd rét, cac tac pham nghé thuat tinh xao nay da 16t ta rd rang mot ching ngudi ting téi noi
day. Nhin tam anh nay xem, theo két qua khao chimg ciia cac chuyén gia, tao hinh va phuc strc cta
tuong ngudi gdm ndy déu cé dic diém cua twong ngudi doi Tuy, day khong phai tudng mao va cach
an mac cua nguo1 Maya ban dia.”

Lt Canh Nam buédc trd lai phia sau ban lam viéc, ngdi xudng ghé: “Con quan hé gitta Maya va
Trung Qudc ciing 14 van dé dugc gidi hoc thudt tranh ludn nhiéu nhat. O khu vuc van minh Olmec(1)
ma van minh Maya la mot trong cac dai di¢n, da dao dugc rat nhiéu ngoc khué, trong ngoc, va rat
nhiéu ché pham tir xwrong cot nita, va bén trén nhirng thtr ndy, lai khic Giap cbt van cta Trung Qudc,
nudce ta ting c¢6 chuyén gia Giap c6t van di nhan ra trén mot chiéc ngoc khué nguyén ven nhitng ky
hiéu c6 ¥ nghia 1a... ‘Qudc vuong va thi linh khai sang vuong qudc’; & Mexico, dao duoc miy trim
burc tugng ngudi bang dat, tudng mao khong khac gi nguoi Hoa, y phuc ciing kha gidng véi cac nién
dai ké tir doi Tuy tré vé trude; & Honduras, phéat hién tic pham diéu khic twong tur v6i rua thin Huyén
Vii ctia Trung Quéc, & Guatemala, ddo duoc tién gidy tir thoi Tién Tan; néu van thiy chua du, thi con
nhiéu lam...” Lt Canh Nam n6i ¢t nhu ban sting lién thanh. “Totem ma ngudi Maya stng béi 13 than
Kukulkan va thin Bao chau My, gan véi tin ngudng stng bai long hd cta Trung Qudc; ngudi Maya ton
sting d6 bang ngoc, hoan toan phit hop véi quan niém cta ngudi Trung Quéc; kim tir thap Maya hinh
dang cAu tao hoan toan khac voi kim tir thap Ai Cép, gidng mo hinh dau nguoc ctia ngudi Trung Qubc
hon, tac dung chu yéu 1a dé & troi, hinh thirc khic nhau ma cong dung thi nhu dan t ctia Trung Qudc;
van ty Maya c6 cung phuong thirc to hop va ky hiéu voi Kim vin ¢ Ba thuc. Dya theo cac ghi chép
trong vin vat, van hién lién quan dén quan hé giira ngudi dat Thuc va Trung Nguyén, va chiu My, moi
quan hé ndy tuyét d6i khong thé chi 1a trang hop. Hoang Dé va con chau cua 6ng lién hon véi ngudi
Thuc. Thiéu Hao, Chuyén Huc déu séng & dat Ba Thuc, sau d6 cung di chau My, kha nang van tu co
cung duoc bao ton ¢ dat Thyuc va Trung MY 1a hoan toan c6 thé xay ra. Tiéng Maya da co phat trién,
con Kim vin Ba Thuyc thi twrong dbi don gian mot chat. Cac hoc gia da so sanh tir vung co ban trong
tiéng Maya va tiéng Han, phat hién ra rat nhiéu tir trong dong, chang han nhu ‘ngudi’, “troi’, rong
161, thoi gian phan ly ctia hai thir tiéng ndy c6 18 cach ddy ching 5.000 nam. Pén ca tuc t& ngudi song
cling...” Lir Canh Nam dot nhién dirng lai, tra hd nhu khong mudn dé cap dén chi dé nay vay.

Nhung Trac Moc Cudng Ba di nghe thay, voi truy van: “Tuc té nguoi song! C6 noi tuc té ngudi
song phai khong?” Giao su Phuong Tan ngdi bén canh khé gat dau, hién nhién 13 da tra ctru tu liéu vé



mit ndy roi.

Lir Canh Nam map may miéng, cudi ciing ciing n6i ra: “Khong sai, ngudi Maya 1y tim ngudi hién
té, con & Trung Quéc co dai, tuc hién nguoi séng. .. con... con phirc tap hon nhiéu. Nhu trong sach L&
Ky, chuong Minh Buong Vi c6 viét, ‘Hiru Ngu dan té thu, Ha Hau dan té tam...” trong Hau Quan Thur,
ghi rang tha linh LAm Quén ctia ngudi Ba ¢ Ba Quan ton stng totem hd, cho hd uéng mau ngudi. Con
chuyén té nguoi séng ky tai trong Giap cot van thi ca ngan ca van! Dén doi Chu(2) chinh 1a chi tuc t
ngudi séng. Bat clr dan toc nguyén thiy ndo ciing déu cd cac nghi 18 twong tu nhu t& nguoi séng. Trong
mét nguoi hién dai chung ta, co thé day la biéu hién chua khai hoa, thuc ra chi mot cach dé nguo1 xua
phat tiét cam xtic ma thoi.” ¢ twong nguoi thay thé, méi chdm dit duoc tuc 18 bat ngudi song tudn
tang. Thuc ra y nghia dau tién cua ‘St tac ddng gia’

Théy sdc mit Trac Moc Cuong Ba bién d6i, Lt Canh Nam lién noi sang chu dé khac: “Lai n6i vé
Trung Qubc chiing ta, sach Han Thu, chuong Pong Di truyén c6 viét: “Cach Oa qubc(3) bén van dim
vé phia Pong, c6 Loa qubc, cach Pong Nam Loa qudc ¢ Hac Xi quc, thuyén di mot nim méi téi
noi.” Hac Xi quéc 1a hdu dué ctia Thiéu Hao, ¢ Trung M¥. Ghi chép trong Han Thu da ching thuc tir
thoi Han da c6 thé di thuyén ti chau My rdi. Sach Liét Tir, chuong Thang Van viét: ‘Phia Pong Bot
Hai, khong biét cach méy uc van dam, ¢6 Pai Hach, thuc ra 1a hang dong khong déy, bén dudi khong
c6 day, tén goi Quy Hu.’ Pai Hach, Thang Céc ¢ Trung M§. C6 nhan da biét ‘phia Pong Bot Hai’
chirng to tir thoi Chién Qudc ngudi Trung Qudc da biét phuong vi ctia Trung My & dau. Piéu nay chi
c6 thé 1am duoc khi ho da hiéu rang trai dat hinh cau, va co tuyén dudng hang hai thue té. Lui vé miy
thé ky trude, chuyén nguoi Trung Qubc di thuyén sang My ciing 1a ¢6 kha nang. Trong Son Hai kinh c6
nhiéu doan viét tir thoi Thiéu Hao da co thuyén tre, dén thoi nha Thuong hon hai ngan ndm sau do6
chic ciing phai ¢ co s& vat chit twong d6i rdi. Cudn T6 tién Trung Hoa khan hoang chiu My ctia ong
Vuong Pai Hiru, da phan tich mot cach chi tiét chuyén cudi thoi An, hai muoi van quan dan da vuot
bién dén chau My. Gan day da c6 hoc gia phat hién, trong ban d6 hang hai cua Trinh Hoa c¢6 danh ddu
chau My rat rd rang, so vai Colombo con sém hon rat nhiéu nim.”

Lir Canh Nam néi mét trang dai, roi dua nudc cho Trac Moc Cuong Ba dé ga binh tinh lai phan
ndo. Trong dau Trac Moc Cudng Ba gio 13 mot md bong bong, suy di nghi lai su viéc tudng chirng
nhu hoan toan khong c6 chut kha ning kia — ngudi Trung Quoc di biét dén chau My tir rat 1au vé
trude? Pong thoi con thudng xuyén tdi d6? Ngudi Maya va ngudi Trung Qudc ¢ chung to tién?
Nhung nghe Lit Canh Nam n6i mot hoi, rdi thém ca nhitng tu lidu hang that gia that kia, dudng nhu
duang 1a ¢6 chuyén nhu vay that.

Poi sidc mit Trac Moc Cuong Ba bét tai, Lt Canh Nam mdi noi tiép: “Pugc rdi, ndi nhiéu nhu
vay, muc dich ciing chi dé anh tin rang, hon mot ngan nim trudc, ngudi Tang da vuot bién dén chau

My ciing khong phai 1a chuyén gi ghé gdm lam. Béi vi tir ndm nghin nam trude, ngudi Trung Qubc



ching ta d3 dén chiu M¥ roi, ma hon nita, rat c6 kha ning ving dat chau My ay chinh 1a do nguoi
Trung Qubc ching ta khai pha ciing nén.”

“Khong thé nao tin ndi.” Trac Moc Cudng Ba 1am bam néi. Ga 1a ngudi ting dén Bach thanh, nhin
thdy viong qudc bang da hung vi, nhin thdy nhitng burc tranh, nhitng pho twong tinh xao tuyét my,
nhitng van ty phtrc tap r6i ren. Ga chua tirng thiy nén van minh nio nhu vay, nhung c6 thé khang dinh,
day chic chan 1a mot nén vin minh huy hoang ruc r&. Nhung luc nay day, lai ¢6 ngudi ndi voi gi rang
nén van minh ay, rat c¢6 kha ning chinh 1a bién ching chdu M¥ ctia nén vin minh Hoa Ha, that su 13 gi
khé c6 thé chép nhan duogc.

Lir Canh Nam n6i: “Chuing ta tiép tuc nhé? Tét 1am, thai d6 moi chuyén déu c6 kha ning xay ra niy
mo1 chinh 1a thai do khoa hoc ctia mot nguo1 lam cong tac khao sat dat ticu chuan. Theo thong tin dich
duoc trén truc quyén, bon ho mang toa thanh dugc anh sang téa chiéu trao cho quéc vuong bao ve¢,
qudc vuong da dap tng, s& dé toa thanh dugc 4nh sang tao chiéu vinh vién cach ly v6i anh mit troi.
Va ngay sau d6, ngai bat dau xay dung toa kim tur thap 16n nhat trong lich str, trong truyén trén c6 thé
thong téi tan thién dinh, dudi dao sau xudng tan dia nguc am ty.”

“Vay tai sao vi quéc vuong kia tén nhiéu tinh lyc théa man yeu cau clia mot ngudi ngoai toc lam
gi?” Trac Moc Cuong Ba dot nhién hoi.

Lit Canh Nam néi: “Chuyén nay ha? Ai ma biét dugc chi, c¢6 rat nhiéu thong tin trong truc quyén
con dang doi giai nghia, co rat nhiéu diém ching t6i van chua hiéu dugce. Nhung c6 mot diém ching
t61 biét, d6 1a tda thanh duoc anh sang téa chiéu Ay chic 1a ¢ trong mot kim tu thap Maya.”

Cudi cung Trac Moc Cudng Ba ciing da hiéu, gi thap giong noi: “Vi vy, chuyén dién tap bang
rirng nguyén sinh 1an ndy cuia chiing t6i, muc dich chinh 1a dé tim kiém toa thanh anh sang toa chiéu
kia. Thé nhung, tai sao luc xudt hanh lai gidu giém chung i, ¢6 co thé giai thich dugc khong?”

Lir Canh Nam dap: “Co ba nguyén nhan. Tht nhét, toa Bach thanh dy vira duoc mot cong ty dau mo
xuyén quoc gia phat hién ra, nghe noéi 1a da vo tinh tim thdy trong khi 1ap dit duong 6ng dan dau xuyén
qudc gia, van hoan toan phong téa tin tirc d6i vai thé gidi bén ngoai. Puong nhién, ching toi str dung
cach riéng ctia minh dé c6 dugc tin tirc, nhung khong thé cong khai rong rai duoc. Thir hai, cai goi 1a
toa thanh 4nh sang toa chiéu nay, chiing toi chi biét duoc cai tén, con rdt cude no 1a thir gi, dén gio
chung t6i van chua lam 15 duoc, vi thé, rot cude 1a cac anh di dau tim, tim cai gi, t01 cling khong thé
n6i cho cu thé tan tuong dugce. Thir ba, cling la diém quan trong nhét, chung t61 ¢ nghi ngo, trong
nhitng ngudi tham gia tap huan 1an nay, c6 ngudi qua lai véi thé luc nude ngoai, tit nhién cu thé 1a ai
thi chung t6i van con chua biét.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba noi: “Y cua cd 14, trong chiing t6i c6 ndi gian u?”

Lir Canh Nam gt dau: “Noi gian thi khéng dén ndi, goi 1a ngudi ban tin di. Tém lai, chinh nhitng
nguyén nhan nay da khién t6i khong thé cho céc anh biét ndi dung cu thé cua hanh dong 1an niy, tat ca



chi con cach nghe theo ménh trdi, nhung dong thoi...” Lt Canh Nam cao giong, “Hanh dong 1an niy
cling co thé coi nhu mdt 1an dién thir cho chuyén di t&i Bac Ba La thidn miéu cua moi nguoi, chi tiéc 1a
tinh hinh dién thir qua doi & hai. Véi trinh do ctia moi ngudi luc ndy, chi so ca con dudng téi Bac Ba
La thin miéu con tim chéng ra, tat ca da, da...”

Lir Canh Nam khong néi “da thé nao”, nhung Trac Mdc Cudng Ba nhin ra dugc, ¢6 mudn noi rang
“tat ca da chét sach hét ca roi.” Anh mit g 10 10 vé ngo vuc, thAm nhu: “Chung t61 khong dén ndi kém
co1 vay cha?”

Lit Canh Nam nhu nhin thdy duoc tim tu i, lién noi: “Puoc r6i, anh van con nghi ngo phai khong.
Vay chiing ta c¢6 thé 1am mot so sanh binh dang nhé, 1an nay cic anh gip phai mot dam du kich roi ra
nhu nim cat kho, hon nita con manh ai ndy lam, chir khong phéai quan doan c6 quy md va to chirc. Con
néu nhu xuét phat tim kiém Bac Ba La thin miéu, moi nguoi s€ phai ddi mit véi...” Lit Canh Nam
dig day, md mot ngan bao hiém trén t sit ra, léy ra mot tap van kién tuyét mat, ném xuéng truedc mat
Trac Moc Cuong Ba: ““...bon chung!”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba nhin tim anh dau tién trén tip tu liéu, 14p tirc thit thanh kéu toang 1én: “La
hdn, chinh 14 hin! O Kha Kha Tay Ly...”

Lit Canh Nam n6i: “Ngudi nay tén 1a Ben Heinz Merkin, anh quen han a?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba ludt qua hd so ctia Merkin, suy nghi rat 1au. “Ben Heinz Merkin?” Dudng nhur
gd 6 4n twong gi d6 véi cai tén ndy, song nhat thoi cling khong nhd ra ndi, nhung ¢ thé chic chin
ngudi dan 6ng nay chinh la nguoi ga gap & Tay Tang va Kha Kha Tay Ly. Trac Mdc Cuong Ba héi:
“Gid han ta dang ¢ dau?”

Lir Canh Nam n6i: “Khong biét, trudc khi ching ta toi Ecuador, hin d3 mot minh roi khoi Trung
Qudc, cho dén gid van chua thiy xuat hién.”

Gido su Phuong Tan nhom nguoi ding 1én, Lit Canh Nam néi: “Ong ciing xem di, gido su, co 18
nhirng nguoi nay 1a di thi dang so nhit ma moi ngudi sip phai doi mat day.”

G140 su nhin céi tén trén tap tu liéu — Ben Heinz Merkin, héi Trac Moc Cuong Ba: “Han chinh 1a
ngudi ciu da nhic dén phai khong?” TAm anh y mic quan phuyc, tc vang mit xanh, 16 16 ca mot thé
hinh cao 16n, khi thé himg hyc khién ngudi ta déu phai so hi.

Trac Moc Cuong Ba gat dau: “Chinh 13 hin, anh mét cta tén nay nhu ran doc vay.”

Lir Canh Nam n6i: “Chiing t6i da dua trén tu liéu ctia anh cung cip tién hanh phan tich khuén mat
va sap xép ghép hinh, cho rang ddy chinh 13 ngudi anh d néi t6i, dong thoi trién khai diéu tra vé han
luon. Ben Heinz Merkin, déng tho1 co6 ba quéc tich My, Anh, Phap, c6 quan h¢ mat thiét vai yéu nhan
trong chinh truong mudi ba qubc gia chau Au, tig dam nhiém chirc ¢b van cho quan doan dic ching
clia cac nudc nhu My, Nga, Y. Than thé nguoi nay 1a mot bi an, khong thé diéu tra dugc bat e tu lidu

nao vé y trudc nam ba muoi 1am tudi, ctir nhu thé ba muwroi 1am tudi 1a y tu nhién c6 mat trén do1 nay



vay, hon nira con c6 mat véi dia vi rat cao nita, ngoai ra, y c6 han ngach tin dung thiu chi v6 han ctia
ngan hang Lién bang. Két qua diéu tra cho biét, trong nim dau tién y xuat hién trén thé gii niy, da co
ba muoi miy quan chirc cAp cao Au My nhan 161 moi cua y, tham gia bita tiéc do y t6 chirc. Cling mot
nim do, y trd thanh ¢b van ciia quan doan dic chung thiy quan luc chién Hoa Ky, kiém nhiém thém
gido quan doi dic nhiém Hai Bao (Navy SEALs). Y chua timg c6 quan ham, nhung bat luin 1a trong
truong hop ndo, cling déu xuat hién véi mot bd quin trang...”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba dot nhién ngat 1i: “Quan trang? Hinh nhu t6i di nghe thiy chuyén vé ngudi
ndy & dau roi thi phai, dé toi nghi lai xem nao? Merkin, quan trang, quai tht, chic 1a toi nghe ndi roi
ma, sao lai khong thé nhé dugc nhi...”

Lir Canh Nam mim cuoi: “Viy sao, xem tiép cai nay di.”

Nhung Trac Moc Cudng Ba lai khong nhan ra dugce ngudi trén phan tu liéu nay. Lit Canh Nam lién
noi: “Kovsky, timg 1a c6 van trong quan doi Nga, thin phan trudc mit cta ngudi nay c6 18 1a thi linh
ctia mdt nhom linh danh thué ndo d6 & Nga. Hai ngudi ndy timg gip nhau trén 1anh thd Trung Québc, va
bi ngudi ciia chung 61 phat hién. Gio chac hai ngudi biét, d6i thi ctia ching ta 14 ngudi nhu thé nao
roi cha.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba nhu dugc nghe thién thu, kéu 1én: “Tro1 o1, gido quan cua linh dac chung My
va linh danh thu€ Nga, sao bon ho cling ¢6 hirng thit vé1 mon nay vay?”

L& Canh Nam gat dau: “Phai, v4i than phan va dia vi cua hg, khong nén 1a ngudi hirng tha voi Bac
Ba La m&i phai, nhung theo tin tirc chung t6i thu dugc, chinh 1a nguoi tén Merkin, di to ra c6 mbi
quan tAm rat 1én dén viéc ndy.” Co dua tay xép gon lai dong tu liéu & gitra, vira sap xép vira ndi, “Chd
nay 1a tu liéu ctia nhitng ngudi ting tiép xtc voi Ben, trong d6 co rat nhiéu ndi dung moi ngudi khong
thé biét duoc, chi c6 thé cho hai ngudi xem chirng ndy ma thoi.”

Lic ndy, trang tai liéu cudi cling roi xuéng mit ban, trén trang gidy tréng tron mot khoang 16n, chi
c6 anh chup sau lung ctia mot ngudi. Lit Canh Nam noi: “Ngudi ndy 1a ké ¢ than phan than bi nhat
trong tit ca nhitg nguoi ting tiép xtc v4i Ben, kha ning thoat khoi su theo ddi ctia y cuc cao, nhan
vién ctia chung t6i theo ddi nhiéu ngay, ciing chi ¢6 thé chup dwoc mot tim anh sau lung thé nay, cac tu
li€u khac hoan toan khong ¢6.”

Khong ngd, ca Trac Moc Cudng Ba 13n gido su Phuong Tan cuing dong thanh thét 1én: “Cai bong
lung ndy sao quen qua!”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba dua mit nhin gido su Phuong Tan, ni: “Toi thay rat giéng cai bong chung ta
tung gip ¢ kim ty thap.”

Gido su Phuong Tan lac dau: “Khong, toi thdy gidng bong lung mdt ngudi khac hon, nhung khong
thé nao 1a nguoi éy duoc.” Ong nhin birc anh thém mot 1an nita, r6i lic dau cudi cudi, “That su 1a rat

giong.”



Trac Moc Cudng Ba to mo hoi: “La ai vay, thay gido?”

Gido su Phuong Tan n6i: “D6 1a mot ngudi c¢6 danh tiéng rat 1on trong gidi nghién ctru sinh vt
hoc, y tirng ba 14an lién tiép gianh giai thuong Polytex ¢ dién dan sinh vat hoc Matthew Liya d6.”

“Cha. Loi hai vay sao!” Trac Moc Cuong Ba ha hdc miéng, gi biét rd, giai thuong Polytex & dién
dan Matthew Liya nay giong nhu 1a giai Nobel trong gidi dong vat hoc vdy. Danh tiéng cta gido su
Phuong Téan cao nhu thé ma cling chura mot lan dugc nhan. Nam nay dién dan von da chuin bi trao cho
ong giai thuong ndy roi, nhung gido su lai bi g ép tham gia cai ké hoach tim ché ngao nay, vay la
khong thé khong bo qua giai thuong Polytex. G that khong thé ngo, lai co nguoi lién tiép dugc giai
niy ba lan lién.

Gi4o su Phuong Tan noi: “Um, pham vi nghién ctru ctia toi cht yéu tip trung vao loai ché, nhung y
thi c6 nghién ctru rat sau ddi véi ca gidi dong vat. Co diéu, nén binh luan vé ngudi nay thé nao nhi,
trong gidi nghién ciru sinh vat ching toi, moi ngudi déu goi y 1a tén dién, trong pham vi nghién ctru
clia y, c6 rat nhiéu linh vuc di vuot qua tu tudng binh thudng. Chang han nhu, y cho rang hién nay
dong vat va thuc vat hoan toan phan ro gidi han, 1€ ra phai c6 mdt vat chung qua d§ mo1 dung, vay 1a
ctr doc stre nudi tréng mot loai vat ching ¢ gitra dong vat va thuc vat, d6 khong phai nhirng loai thuc
vat an thit nhu cay nép am dau, ma 1a méot loai vat chung hoan toan méi, cé thé chay nhdy, san moi tim
thirc an nhu dong vat, déng tho1 cling c6 thé dwa vao quang hop dé sinh ton nhu thuc vat nita. Dé dat
dugc muc dich nay, y da cho gen ctuia dong vat va thuc vat tap giao v6i nhau, tham chi dua 1€n vii tru
dé 1am bién di bang burc xa yéu, hinh nhw cudi cuing ciing chwa thanh cong. Hon nita, c¢6 tin d6n, dé boi
dudng dugc mot ) gen uu td, y con thu tinh cho mot sb loai dong vat hoan toan khac nhau, tham chi
bao gom ca con ngudi. Nhung ngoai ra y cling tham gia nghién ctru vé thuc pham bién doi gien,
phuong phép dung sinh vat khéng ché sau bénh ciing ¢6 1ién quan nhiéu téi 1y ludn ctia y, va cling
chinh y 14 ngudi dua ra liéu phép chita bénh bang gien. Tom lai, con ngudi ndy cong tdi ngang nhau, 13
mot quai nhan, t61 rat khAm phuc.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba noi: “Khong ngo lai ¢6 ngudi nhu vay, ngudi nay tén 1a gi thé?”

“Soares Kahn.” Gi4o su Phwong Tan khong can nghi ngoi gi da dap ngay.

1. Olmec Ia nén vin minh 16n dau tién tai chiu My thoi tién Colombo, kéo dai tir ndim 1200 tr. CN dén nam 300 tr. CN.

2. Dang 13 ngudi dat hay ngudi gb tudn tang theo nguoi chét thoi cd; thanh ngit nay nghia 13 “nguoi khoi xudng ra viéc lam dong”, y chi
ngudi dau téu ra nhimg tat xau thoi hu.

3. Nhat Ban ngay nay.



Bi mét vé bd toc Qua Ba

Lir Canh Nam thu lai nhitng tur liéu tuyét mat trén ban, rdi noi: “Gid thi anh da hiéu tai sao toi
khong vo1 cho cac anh XUAt phat chua. Cac hang muc huan luyén cua cac anh van chua hoan thanh,
chung t61 cling chua nam bat dugc mot s tu liéu hét stc then chdt, ma quan trong nhét 13, nang luc
hién tai ctia moi ngudi van chua thich hop tham gia hanh dong khao séat 1an nay.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba noi: “Nhung ma, dia phuong ching ta can khao sat ¢ trong lanh tho Trung
Quéc, o Trung Quéc va ¢ nudc khac, 1a hai chuyén hoan toan khac nhau do.”

Lit Canh Nam lac dau: “C6 gi khac chir? Nhiéu nhat cling chi 14 anh c6 thém vii khi va mot s trang
bi cao cap hon thdi, ma khao sat chan chinh hoan toan khong phai dua vao nhitng thir ay, thir ¢6 thé
dira vao, chi c6 ning luc ban than thoi, moi ngudi can phai ndng cao ning luc ciia minh 1én mot cap do
nita. Chang han nhu tai sao 1an ndy t6i c6 thé dé dang bing qua rirng ram, con moi ngudi lai khong 1am
duoc? Khong phai 1a t6i biét nhiéu hon moi ngudi bao nhiéu loai dong vat, t6i ciing nhu anh thdi, c¢6
rat nhiéu loai sinh vat t6i chua timg gip bao gid, nhung diém khac biét gitta chung ta 13 t6i c6 thé thay
ban chat ctia sinh vat qua bé ngoai cua ching. Loai dong vat niy tién hoa ra cac co quan nhu vay,
chung s& c6 cong dung gi, mau sdc trén da ctia chiing, nhitng mau ndo 1a dé canh cdo, nhirng mau nao
churng to ¢6 doc, két hop vo1 toan bd quﬁn thé sinh vat va cac loai thuc vat xung quanh, anh s¢€ hiéu
dugc do 1a mot sinh vat 6 tinh chit nhu thé nao, thién dich cua né6 1a g, nguén thirc an cua n6 & dau.
Mot vi du khéc, loai thuc vat ndo an duoc, day khong phai thudc 10ng 13 xong, trén thé gidi ndy c6 ca
ngan ca van loai thuc vat, anh man doi cling nhé khong hét, chung ta c6 thé hoc theo cac loai dong vat,
hodc c6 thé dung cach nhin d6i tim tiéng dé trac lugng. Con ca thoi tiét nita, thoi tiét trong gidi tu
nhién bién hoa khén ludng, cho du 1a nha khoa hoc nghién ctru khi twong ca doi ciing khong thé du bao
chinh xac trong hai muoi tu tiéng dong ho tiép theo s& xudt hién bién ddi thé nao, nhung chi cin anh
nam bét duogc phuong hudng cha dao, biét duoc quan h¢ gitra khi ap, toc do 216, do am khong khi, anh
c6 thé dua ra phan doan dai thé. TAt ca nhitng thir nay, t6i déu chua day cho moi nguoi, moi ngudi
mdi chi ¢6 co sd, van can phai ning cao thém mot budc nira da.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba noi: “Toi nghi 13 mdi truong ty nhién & chd Bac Ba La than miéu khong dén
ndi hung hiém hon ca rimg nguyén sinh chau My dau.”

Lit Canh Nam lac dau: “Sai roi! Toi cho anh xem thir ndy, 1a mot thir vo ciing quen thudc véi anh.”
C6 md may tinh, tim trong kho dit liéu mi hoa ra mot ban anh quét ciia truc quyén, vin ty trén d6 gan
gidng ca Tang van co 1an Tang van hién dai. Trac Moc Cudng Ba vira liéc mdt cai da nhin ra ngay,
day chinh 1a C6 kinh Ninh Ma ma gi da doc tir nho téi 16n, dén cudi cung chi can trong thdy thoi 1a da



it ga mubn ng.

Gido su Phuwong T4n nhin man hinh may tinh ni: “Pay 1a mot bo kinh cb phai khong, vin ty trén do
cling khong phai tiéng Tang ¢, viét gi vay?”

Lit Canh Nam n6i: “Cudng Ba thiéu gia, anh n6i cho gido su Phuong Tan di.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba nhin nhitng ky hiéu trén man hinh, d& khoc dé cudi, ddy 1a doan khai dién
than thoai trong C6 kinh Ninh M3, gﬁn nhu chuyén cac vi than khai thién lap dia vay. Trac Moc Cuong
Ba thure tinh khong thé nao hiéu ndi, cac nha nghién ctru ndy dang nghién ctru cai gi ma lai 16i chuyén
than thoai ra coi 1a that nita. Gi danh mién cudng giai thich: “Pay la mot doan ké cau chuyén ching
than sang tao ra troi dat méi, dai khai 1a nhirng vi thAn minh mudn mang anh sang dén, chon vui bong
dém, bon ho da tim théy cura vao dia nguc, phiéu bat méy van ndm trén dong Minh ha den nhu muc, lai
vuot qua dia nguc man hoang, quéi thii & d6 cao bang tdoa nha ba tang, da day nhu giap xe ting, chim &
d6 an thit ngudi va bo dé nhu chim sdu mo thoc vay, con tring & d6 cao bang nguoi, con mudi to hon
con bo...” N6i mién noéi mang, rdi Trac Moc Cudng Ba khong khoi bat cuoi ndi: “Toi that khong hiéu
ndi, gido quan, ching 1& c¢6 cho rang, ddy... kha kha... nhirng ghi chép nay thi c6 lién quan gi d¢én Bac
Ba La than miéu chu?”

Lir Canh Nam n6i v6i vé hét strc nghiém tic: “Theo két qua phén tich tong hop tir nhiéu ngudn tur
liéu, chiing t6i cho rang nhirng ghi chép ndy rat c6 kha ning chinh 1a miéu ta chan thuc ciu chuyén to
tién bo toc Qua Ba khai pha ving dat xdy dung Bac Ba La thin miéu.”

“Ha,” Trac Moc Cuong Ba suyt chit nira thi phun nude tra trong miéng ra, lai nghe Lt Canh Nam
noi tiép: “Tat nhién, ciing khong loai trir kha ning c6 chd phong dai trong day, nhung ciing di dé chiing
ta thdy hoan canh ty nhién & d6 hiém ac thé nao rdi.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba cuoi cuoi: “Noi nhu vay thi than thé cua t6i co quan h¢ rat 1én v6i Bac Ba La
than miéu kia rdi, ding 1a Phat t6 hién linh dé cho t6i di kiém kiép trudc cta minh a2”

Lit Canh Nam n6i: “Gio ciing chua tién dua ra phan doan, c6 diéu ciing khong phai 1a khong c6 kha
ning ay xay ra. Phai co...”

“Thai d6 khoa hoc rang tit ca moi kha ning moi kha ning déu cé thé xay ra, toi biét roi,” Trac Mdc
Cuong Ba tiép 161, “nhung c6 cling biét, thin thoai va tinh hinh thuc té rdt cudc khac nhau nhiéu nhu
thé nao chtr, dong vat cao bang toa nha ba tang, ¢6 da thiy bao gio chua vay, gido quan?”

Lir Canh Nam dap: “Chua tirng thdy khong c6 nghia 1a khong co6. Truyén thuyét Tir Ky Lan cta anh,
chang phai cling tir trong cudn c6 kinh niy ma ra hay sao? Tai sao anh c6 thé tin tudng chic chan vao
Ta Ky Lan ma dé biu coi thudng nhirng ndi dung khac trong cting mot quyén kinh nhu vay?”

Nu cudi trén mit Trac Moc Cudng Ba 1ap tirc dong cing, ga nghién di ngdm lai 16i Lit Canh Nam
vira noi, song van khong thé nao chip nhan duoc gia thuyét cua cd. Nhitng diéu Lt Canh Nam néi hom

nay déu vurot qua pham vi cam tri ctia gd, that tinh 13 Trac Moc Cudng Ba khong sao chip nhan duoc.



Lir Canh Nam lai noi: “Dung roi, lat ma A La c6 ké cho t6i vé nhitng viéc moi nguoi trai qua &
Bach thanh.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba 1am bam hoi: “Thi sao chi?”

Lit Canh Nam gt dau: “Thuc ra day ciing 12 van dé ma 1an nay ching t6i twong d6i lo lang. Vi dén
giai doan thir ba moi ngudi mdi bat dau tiép xtic vdi co quan cam bay, 1an nay c6 thé may man song
s6t, mOt nira 1a nho lat ma A La giup do, nira con lai ¢o thé coi nhur ong troi co mét di, may ma moi
ngudi1 mo1 chi gap phai nhitng thtr don gian thoi.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba da nhé ra, lat ma A La néi nhirng co quan chi mang do, chi co thé coi nhu cam
by, van chua thé tinh 14 co quan duogc, khi Ay gi d3 ngan ra mat mot lc, 1an nay dén ca Lit Canh Nam
cling n6i nhu vy nita, g bén hoi: “Phai rdi, i cling dang mudn hoi dai su A La day, tai sao ngai lai
hiéu biét vé co quan hoc nhu thé?”

L& Canh Nam dap: “Béi vi ban than dai su, chinh 12 mdt cao thu co quan hoc.” Noi1 doan, c6 dua
mit nhin sang phia 6ng.

Lat ma A La mim cudi ndi: “Cach ndi ‘co quan’ ndy xudt phat tir Trung Nguyén, tir trude khi LY
Ban ché tao d6 vat, da co mot tir goi la ‘co quan’ chi thir nay roi, sau do trai qua ngan nam, nganh hoc
thuat vé co quan dugc dién dich nhiéu 1an ¢ Trung Nguyén, va dat dén trinh do bat clr qudc gia ndo
trén thé gidi cling khong thé bi kip, vo s6 ngudi tai trong lich sir déu rat tinh thong mén co quan hoc
nay. Van vuong dién giai Chu dich, Khuong Tir Nha gioi ché tao dd, thuc ra bit dau dé cap dén céac
hoc thuyét vé co quan, thoi Xuan Thu c¢é cac danh gia nhu Cong Thau Ban (tirc L Ban), Mic Bich,
Tén Vi, Tién Chan; thdi Chién Quéc co Quy Coc T, Ngo Khéi, Ton Tan va Cam Thach; thoi Tan c6
L3 BAt Vi, thoi Han S tranh hung ¢6 Pham Tang, Truong Luong, Han Tin; tho1 Han c6 Ban Siéu,
Pinh Hoan, Truong Hoanh, Nguy Ba Duong; thdi Tam Qubc c6 Gia Cac Luong, Chu Cong Uan, Ma
Quén; thoi Nam Béc triéu c6 T6 Xung Chi, V6 Hoai Vin; con dén doi Tuy Puong, hiu nhan c6 co sd
ctia cac danh gia nhu Ly Tinh, Ton Tu Mac, Ly Thuan Phong, Tang Nhat Hanh, lai cang phét huy co
quan hoc dén mtrc dinh cao, chi kém chut nita thoi 1a dd hoan thanh budce dot pha tir thot dai binh khi
lanh dén thoi dai binh khi ndng. Ma Bac Ba La than miéu chiing ta dang mu6n tim kiém day, chinh 13
duoc xay dung trong thoi ky co quan hoc phat trién dinh cao nay. Thoi d6 Dai Pudng va Th Phdn
qua lai rat mat thiét, kinh té, ton gido, van hoa déu co su giao luu, nhitng co quan 1an ndy moi ngudi
gip phai trong dia cung Maya so voi co quan trong kién trac thoi ky Tho Phon. .. 6i, sau ndy anh hoc
s& biét, tir tir ¢6 dip chung ta s& trao doi sau.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba to mo héi: “Trong nd1 dung mat tu cta dai su, cling c6 c¢a co quan hoc nita
sao?”

Lat ma A La lac dau: “Khong, d6 1a chuyén tir trude khi mét tu, vin hda Trung Nguyén ménh mong

nhu bién 16, t6i chang qua chi 1a hat mudi gitra bién ca. Hém nay t6i tam khong nhic dén co quan



hoc, t0i c6 mit & day 1a dé noi cho Cudng Ba thiéu gia biét chuyén lién quan dén bo toc Qua Ba.”

“Bo toc Qua Ba?” Trac Moc Cudng Ba thoang ngan ngudi, to mo nhin lat ma A La véi vé do xét.

Lat ma A La gat dau noi: “Pung thé. Vira rdi Cudng Ba thiéu gia phan tng rat manh véi chuyén to
tién bo toc Qua Ba da khai pha ving dat dé xdy dung Bac Ba La thin miéu ma Lir giao quan nhac tdi,
6 diéu toi mudn hoi Cuong Ba thiéu gia mot cau, 16t cudc cau hiéu gi vé bo toc Qua Ba?”

“Bo toc Qua Ba...” Trac Moc Cuong Ba lap lai tir mot luot, dong thoi ngdm nghi trong dau. B toc
Qua Ba ma gi biét, nghe d6n 1a mot dan toc séng trong hiy Himalaya, d6t nwong lam riy, bén thirng
ghi chép su viéc vi khong c6 vin ty. Nguoi ta biét dén ho nhiéu nhat 13 qua 161 séng chung véi soi,
nhung rat it nguoi duge trong thiy ho. So ra thi bon ho giéng véi nhitng nguoi nguyén thiy cach ly
khoi thé gid1 nay, tuong tu nhu cac cu dan Kukuer vay. Toan bo hiéu biét ctia Trac Moc Cuong Ba vé
b toc Qua Ba, bao gdm ca Tir Ky Lan, déu bit ngudn tir du cac truyén thuyét trong ngdi lang ga sinh
ra, va nhitng 101 giai thich cia cha ga.

Lat ma A La nd mt nu cudi nhu thé dang ¢d 6 ra cao tham kho luong, dén khi ca giao su Phuong
T4n ciing bi 1am cho to mo, cho t6i khi Trac Moc Cudng Ba lac dau noi: “Téi biét it lam.” Ong méi
bit dau 1én tiéng: “Bd toc Qua Ba, tirng 1a d61 quan manh nhét ctia Thd Phon!”

“Ha?” “Cai gi?” “Khong phai 13 bd toc bao vé Tt Phuong than miéu hay sao?” Trac Moc Cudng
Ba va gido su Phuong Tan gan nhu cing lac kéu 1én. Mot dan tdc nguyén thily nhu vay, qua thuc bon
ho khong thé nao tim ra bat ctr mdi lién hé nao véi quan doi Tho Phdn ca.

Nhin bo dang khoan thai va nu cudi1 mim than bi trén guong mat lat ma A La, Trac Moc Cuong Ba
va giao su Phuong Tan tirc khic cam thay tim trang dang s6i suc ctia minh tir tir lang lai, chi lang 18
doi 6ng nodi tiép.

“Bo toc Qua Ba co tong cong ba nhanh, nhung cting chung mdt cdi 1&, néu noi ki cang, chi so khong
thé noi hét duoc, O day t6i chi dé cip dén nhitng van dé chinh yéu thoi. Moi ngudi ciing dirng hoi gi,
doi t6i ndi xong d4.” Giong lat ma A La vang vang trong phong, khién ngudi nghe cam thiy binh tim
tinh tri, “B6 toc Qua Ba khéi ngudn tir nude Tuong Hung, 13 mot nhanh nhé trong mudi hai tiéu bang
ctia nudc Tuong Hung co. Tap tuc sdng chung véi soi cua ho turong truyén da ¢ tir thoi co. BO toc nay
dan sd rt dong, séng trong hang nii, tinh cach manh m¢, hao v, hao d4u, tinh cach nhu loai soi.
Nhung truée d6 Tuong Hung hing manh vo song, bd tdc Qua Ba hoan toan khong ndi bat. Khi Tuong
Hung that thé truéc Thd Phdn, canh quan manh nhét ctia Thé Phon chu yéu 1a nguo1 cua bo tdc Qua
Ba, by gid da danh cho nudc Tuong hung thit bai liéng xiéng, lich st goi 1a Pao quin Anh sang. V&
sau bién ché trong canh quan nay chi con toan la nguoi bd toc Qua Ba. Pao quan Anh sang dugc bac
nhan tai kiét xuat nhat Thé Phon, Tung Tan Can B6 xay dung, moi dau chi co chua déy van nguo1i, khi
d6ng dao nhét ciing khong qua hai van. Tuong truyén Tung Tan Can B6 ¢6 duoc ngudi Qua Ba tro

gitp, 1dy lam mimng &, 1ién di chuyén toan bo bo tdc dén gan Vuong d6. Bé sap xép chd & cho ho,



ngai da phai nguoi dao d4 1am hang dong, tong cong dao duoc tim hang, mdi hang chira hon van
ngudi, trong sir sach goi 1a Lang Cuong. Thoi ky du, gan nhu khong ai biét dén su ton tai ctia canh
quan nay. Nhung téi thoi Xich Tung Ptrc Tan, quan Héa Than ctia Tho Phon di danh chan Tay Ve,
uy danh vang dén tan Pai Puong. Ma quan Hoa Than chinh 1a tén goi Pao quan Anh sang do mot
vuong quoc nho bi nd danh bai dit cho. C6 thé néi nhu thé nay, Tho Phon phia Pong giap véi Pai
Pudng, phia Bac giap Dot Quyét, phia Tay 1dy Pai Bot Luat, Tiéu Bot Luat(1), phia Nam chiém Ni Ba
La(2), md ra mot cwong tho rong 16n, truyén doi théng tri dugce hon hai tram nim c6 du, phan 16n ciing
nhd vao strc manh c6 tinh quyét dinh nhat ctia Pao quan Anh sang, ké tir ngay dugc thanh 1ap di hung
clr cao nguyén, hon hai trim nim chua tirng biét mui that bai. Cac chién tudng noi tiéng thoi Tuy
Duong nhu Hau Quan Tap, Tiét Nhan Quy déu thua to dudi tay bon ho. Ho chinh la con at chu bai cta
quan d6i Tho Phon, cling chinh 12 nén méng gitr viing vuong triéu Tho Phon.”

Piéu nay... Trong long gido su Phuong Tan va Trac Moc Cudng Ba déu vo cling ndn nao mudn
hoi. C6 mot canh quan manh mé nhudng Ay, nhung sao ca hai bon ho déu chua tirng nghe nhic tdi bao
gio? Co diéu lat ma A La d3 nhic nhd, hai ngudi déu cd nin nhin ma nghe 6ng néi tiép.

“P6 1a nhanh dau tién. Nhanh th hai, 1ap ra sau khi Pao quan Anh sang thu tham thém nguoi bo toc
Qua Ba vao huan luyén. Khi 4y Tran Bién miéu hay con goi 1a T Phuong miéu ctia Ting Tan Can B
dai vuong da xdy dung xong. Dé gitt nhitng bao vat quy gia nhat, ngai di diéu ra bon doi ho vé trong
Pao quan Anh sang canh Tt Phuong miéu. DAy chinh 14 ngudn gbc cua bo tc Qua Ba bao vé Tt
Phuong miéu ma moi nguoi da biét. Bon ho khong chi bao vé c6 mdt ngdi miéu & Cuc Nam, ma toan
bo Tt Phuong miéu. Nhanh cudi cung, 1a mét sb nguoi1 Qua Ba con lai, dugc bién ché vao cac doi
quin binh thudng, theo quan doi dan dan di chuyén dén dia gidi Tk Xuyén ngiy nay. Trén thuc té, dén
nay c6 rat nhiéu nguoi Tang 1a hau dué cua quin d6i Thd Phdn ngdy 4y, von trén dudng hanh quan
dénh tran c6 the da nhan 1énh don trti tai nhiéu noi khac nhau. Nhu Cao At, Anh Céch, con cé bo toc
Nap Tay kha noi tiéng nita, déu co to tién quan Tho Phon ca. Tai sao t6i lai ké cho hai nguoi nghe vé
Pao quan Anh sang thanh vién toan 1a ngudi Qua Ba ndy ch? Nguyén nhan hét stirc don gian, bon ho
khong chi bao vé Tt Phuong miéu, ma con co quan h¢ truc tiép véi Bac Ba La than miéu. C6 mot su
that lich str ma ching ta khong thé khong nhin thang vao: Mic du cac Tan tho ctia Tho Phon c¢6 nhiéu
nguoi ting bi 4m sat, nhung hau hét déu chét dudi tay nhitng dai than than tin & ngay bén canh hodc do
mdt chudi cac 4m muru 4m hai, song & giita chdn thanh thién bach nhat, bi ké bén ngoai am sat thanh
cong, duy chi c6 Tan tho Lang Pat Ma ma thoi. Con nita, trong lich sir Thd Phdn, chuyén xuat hién hai
triéu dinh mot lac, cling chi ¢6 ngoai 1¢ duy nhat d6, bao doi Thd Phon luc nao cting chi ¢c6 mot vi.
Ngoai ra trong lich str Tho Phon khong phai khong c6 khéi nghia cuia thudng dan, thim chi ¢6 thé noi
rang ching xay ra lién mién, nhung thanh cong thi chua hé ¢6 cudc nao. Chi c6 Ling Pat Ma sau khi

diét Phat, bi nghia quan tdn cong tiéu diét, ca vuong triéu méi theo d6 ma sup d6 hoan toan. Nguyén



nhan chinh 1a... sau khi Lang Pat Ma tuyén bd diét Phat khong duoc bao lau, dao quan Anh sang that
bai, bdng dot nhién bién mét ciing voi toan bd bao vat gidu trong T Phuong miéu! Khong ai biét bon
ho di dau, boi vi do 1a mét giai doan lich sir hoan toan kin bung, chiing t61 chi biét réng vé€ si bén canh
Lang Pat Ma khong con 13 ngudi ctia Pao quan Anh sang nita. Vi Tan tho sau ndy ciing khong con
khéng ché duoc Pao quan Anh sang, ké dich ma cac nong nd khdi nghia phai d6i mit ciing khong phai
la Bao quan Anh sang vo dich nira. R6t cude bon ho di di dau, theo v kién tranh cdi cta céac chuyén
gia, rat c6 kha ning Pao quan Anh sang d6 chinh 1a d6i bao vé da dua bau vat trong T Phuong miéu
van chuyén dén Bac Ba La thin miéu. Bon ho c6 18 di & lai Bac Ba La, va bo toc Qua Ba ma chung ta
sap phai giap mit ¢ 18 chinh 1a hau dué ctia ho. Pugc roi, hai nguoi ¢ thé dit cau hoi.”

“Um, m,” Trac Moc Cudng Ba cb hong giat giat, voi hoi: “Sao toi chua tirng nghe ndi dén mot
doi quan hung manh nhu vay nhi?”

Lat ma A La than nhién dép: “Puong nhién, d6i quin ndy...” 6ng chi vao dong tu lidu noi, “trong
cac tu liéu khong cd, trong sir sach cling chua tirng ghi chép, bang khong, dau can toi ngdi day giai
thich v&1 hai nguoi 1ai lich ctia nd. Trén thyuc té, sy ton tai cua dao quan ndy, moi triéu dai Thd Phon
cting chi ¢6 hai ngudi dugc biét, mot chinh 13 Tén thd, nguoi con lai chinh l1a théng s04i toi cao cua
Pao quan Anh sang. Vi thong soai t6i cao nay, thong thudng déu do quy toc ngudi Tuong Hing dam
nhi¢m.”

“Nhung d6 dau phai mot hai nguoi, do 1a ca mot dao quan trén van nguoi co ma, khong 1€ nao
khong c6 chuat vét tich gi trong lich str?” Cau hoi cta gido su Phuong Tan truc tiép cy thé hon nhiéu.

Lat ma A La gat dau: “Pung thé, trong sir sach ciing c6 nhiéu chd nhic téi, chang qua 1a chua bao
gio duoc ngudi ta chil y dén ma thoi. Binh si trong Pao quan Anh sang déu duoc goi 1a quan Hoa
Than. Noi cach niy, ban dau co 1& 1a do nha Pudng hodc mot vai vuong qudc nhé bi Thd Phon thon
tinh lwu truyén ra ngodi. Vé sau trong cac thu tich, déu dung tén nay dé goi quan Thd Phon luon. Ky
thure ¥ nghia ban dau cua nd y 13 dé chi dao quin nay qua di manh mé&, khong giéng ngudi pham, déu
do quy than hoa than ma thanh. Trong Ty Tang vuong thong ky ¢6 nhic dén chuyén Tung Tan Can B
cau than v6i Nepal, Dai Pudng, tirng viét trong thu rang, néu khéng ga cong chia cho ta, ta s& ding
quin Hoéa Than danh cac ngudi, cudp cong chia vé. Con vé tinh chan thuc ciia thu tin thoi ay, cac nha
nghién ctru str hoc da tirng nhiéu ban tranh ci, thuc ra cai tén quan Hoa Than, phai dén doi Xich Puc
Tung Tan méi ¢o, chi vi cai tén ndy qua noi bat, nén Tay Tang vuong thong ky sau d6 mdi 14y sir dung
luén. C6 diéu chung t6i cho rang hanh vi 1dy vii luc uy hiép nhic dén trong thu 1a chinh xac. Du sao thi
lac 14p nén Pao quan Anh sang nay Tung Tan Can B hiy con tré, chua day hai muoi. Tudi tré khi
thinh, cau than v6i nudc 1on, mudn khoe khoang mot chut ciing 1a diéu co thé 1y giai duogc. Co diéu
dau dau cling vay, trong str sach cac nudce déu chi nhic dén dao quan nay mot cach rat 1 té vun vit,

cung lam 1a nhac dén may chir ‘quan Hoa Than’, con vé nhan s, vii khi trang bi, 4o giap, dan tran, co



chién, chu soai... nhat loat déu chua tirng c6 ghi chép.”

“Tai1 sao?”

“Boi vi Pao quan Anh sang khic véi nhitng dao quin binh thudng. Mdi tran chién, ho nhat dinh déu
phai t& huyét ky.” Lat ma A La duong nhu d doan truéc Trac Moc Cuong Ba s& hoi cau nay.

“Té huyét ky?”” Trac Moc Cudng Ba lai khong hiéu gi, nhung gido su Phuong Tén thi khong khoi
lanh s6ng lung, dua tay khé vuét nhirng hat m6 hoi 1i ti trén tran.

Latma A La gat dau: “Néi mot cach don gian, chinh 1a khong c6 tu binh... no1 cach khac, chinh l1a
khong dé lai nguoi sé)ng.” Nhin vé mat nghi hoac cua Trac Moc Cuong Ba, cudi cung lat ma Ala
cling ndi rd ra, roi giai thich tiép, “Thuc ra, cach lam ndy ciing 1a hoc ¢ Trung Nguyén thoi, thdi Chién
Quéc, nude Tan cd mot vi danh tuéng tén 1a Bach Khéi, mdi tran chién déu té huyét ky, trén chién
truong chi dé lai quan si cia minh con ding, con ké dich thi déu nhat loat chit hét dau. Chi riéng nudc
S& thoi da c6 khong dudi mot triéu binh si bi Bach Khéi tram tha réi, thoi do, nhu vdy gan nhu da 1a
tham hoa diét quéc roi. Co nha sir hoc con nodi, néu khong c6 Bach Khéi, nude Tan mudn théng nhAt
Trung Nguyén it nht ciing phai ton thém mot trim nim nira. Con Pao quin Anh sang, von duogc 1ap
nén dé d6i pho véi vuong triéu Tuong Hung, Tung Tan Can B6 ltc nao ciing cam thiy dao quin nay
van con c6 gi d6 chua day di.. Vé sau khi hai vi cong chiia Nepal va Pai Puong vao TAy Tang, mang
theo rat nhiéu tri thirc quan sy va trang bi tac chién, Pao quan Anh sang méi ngiy mot hoan thién, cudi
cung danh bai Tuong Hung, chi trong mot tran chién da luu danh, xac 1ap dia vi ba chu cao nguyén
méi cua nudc Tho Phon.”

Trac Moc Cuodng Ba hit sau mét hoi khi lanh, ¢ hoi tiép: “Néu dao quan do6 bi mat nhu vay, tai sao
dai su...”

Lat ma A La lac dau: “Khong phai t6i biét, ma 13 két qua may chyc nim khao ching ctia to chuyén
gia d6. Muén dua ra duoc két luan nay, khéng chi nghién ctru Tang van, con phai di sdu nghién ctru ca
lich str cac vuong qudc, thanh bang, bo lac 16n nho ¢ khu vuc cao nguyén va Ty vuc thoi bay gio,
cung voi rat nhiéu bang chimg phu khéc nhu sir thi, truyén thuyét, ca khiic va céc tranh vé, ty nhu trong
sir thi Cach Tat Nhi vuong c6 ham 4n cau chuyén thu nhan va bién ché ngudi Qua Ta thanh quin doi
chang han.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba nghe ma 4 khau khong noéi niang duoc gi, ca gido su Phuong Tan ciing khong
khoi tron mat ngac nhién.

Pén ltc nay Lir Canh Nam méi 18n tiéng: “Gio thi anh di biét moi nguoi sip dén noi nao chua?
Péi thi ctia cac anh manh mé hon quan du kich, con dan tdc & do thi dang s¢ gép bo1 cac bd lac an thit
nguoi. Mgt dan toc séng chung v&i cho soi, duoc goi 1a Pao quan Anh sang bat bai, anh thir nghi xem:
moi truong ty nhién con ac 1iét hon rimg nguyén sinh Nam MY, co quan cam bay hung hiém hon bat ctr

noi nao. Cac anh tham chi ca rung nguyén sinh con khong thé bang qua dugc, dya vao cai gi dé tim



kiém Bac Ba La than miéu va Tir Ky Lan ddy? Chi dwa vao van may thoi ha?”

1. Quéc gia c6 nim & ving phia Bic Kashmir trén luu virc song An.
2. Nepal ngay nay



Bi mat vé nha tham hiém Stanley

Lt Canh Nam nhin Trac Mdc Cudong Ba ngan ngir do du, lai nhic nhé 14n nita: “Néu gio mubn rat
lui thi van chua mudn dau.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba dung phit day noi: “Ai bao rat lui cha? Ai bao mubn rat lui chi?”

Lat ma A La va gido su Phuong Tan dua mat nhin nhau cudi cudi. Tinh cach cta Trac Moc Cudng
Ba qua thue qua d& nhin thau, gin nhu ai ciing biét nhuoc diém cua gi & déu.

Gi4o su Phuong Tan thim nhii: “Cai ¢6 Lir Canh Nam nay gioi thuat cong tm that, trude tién dung
mot déng sb liéu lam Cuong Ba dau vang mét hoa, sau d6 lai dung tu liu lam mdi nhir, tung chut ting
chat hat léy hirng th ctia Trac Mdc Cuong Ba. Gi¢ thi tinh thé da dao nguoc rdi. Von 1a dinh dao rat
lui dé uy hiép d6i phuong, gior thi... Co diéu, Cudng Ba khong phai ngudi dé chiu thua, tiép tuc hop
tac khong biét s& xay ra chuyén gi nita.”

Lit Canh Nam n6i: “Tot 1am, néu anh da khong mudn rat lui, va néu khong c6 van dé gi khac nira,
theo nhu t6i n6i hém qua, ¢6 phai 12 nén dua ban tong két ctia anh cho tdi xem roi khong?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba ngang cao dau udn nguc 1én: “Chura viét!”

L& Canh Nam noi: “Vay thi, t61 da néi 1a...”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba thang than dap: “Phat chép mot van 1an thoi ma, khong van dé. Toi di chép
mdt van lan 1a xong.”

Lir Canh Nam van vé cdy bt trén tay, gt gt dau ndi: “Vay thi di 1am di. Sau khi ra khoi day anh
c6 thé dem chuyén nay di néi rd dau dudi v6i moi nguoi, vi dang nao thi ciing két thic roi. Toi luc
thich hop, tdi s& dich thin n6i mot tiéng xin 16i. Co diéu, khuyét diém cua moi ngudi thi van 1a khuyét
diém, da hiéu chua?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba chi hai chong tu lidu trén ban, ngin ngir hoi: “Vay, con...tu lidu thi sao?”

Lir Canh Nam gi¢ mdi noi hin ra: “Con nhé trude khi toi chau My, anh dén phong lam viéc ciia t6i
]am toang 1én bao nhiéu 1an khong? Luc d6 t6i da giai thich voi anh thé nio? Khong phai 1a khong cho
moi nguoi s6 tu liéu nay, ma la thuc luc hién nay ciia moi nguo1 khong dat yéu cau cua t6i dit ra. Néu
anh ty nhan thdy sau khi xem qua s tu liéu ndy, anh van c6 thé khic ché minh khong di tim kiém Bac
Ba La thdn miéu, thi anh cr 1dy di, ching sao ca. Thuc ra, cin ban khong c6 cai gi goi 1a 1énh ctia cép
trén. O ddy, t6i chinh 1a chi huy t6i cao. T6i da noi roi, t6i huan luyén moi ngudi nhu vay, khong phai
vi moi ngudi co thé tim kiémra cai gi d6 cho dat nudc, ma chi 1a dé moi nguoi cé thé séng sot, bat ké
13 & noi ndo, bat ké 1a trong hoan canh nao ciing déu c6 thé séng sot! Nhung anh mot murc khong hiéu

duoc dung ¥ cta t61, n€u ctr nang nic muon xem nhirng tu liéu nay, anh ctr 1ay di. Co6 diéu tir sau tré



di, khong bao gid con co tu li€u gi xut hién trudc mit anh nita dau...” Néi doan, vé mit Lir Canh
Nam nhu thé dang han khong thé rén thanh sét thép, trong mit toat 1én vé that vong vo cung, anh nhin
cling dich dan khoi ngudi Trac Moc Cudng Ba, hudng xuéng mit ban.

Gian phong chim vao yén lang trong giay lat. Trac Moc Cuong Ba nhin nét mit Lir CAnh Nam, dot
nhién cam thay nhitng gi c6 néi dudng nhu rat c6 1y, dudng nhu c¢o that s dang nghi cho bon gi. Ech
ngdi ddy giéng, chua hoc bo da mudn chay roi, day chinh 1a diéu Lir Canh Nam mudn néi chang?
Nhung ma. .. Trac Moc Cudng Ba nhin chdng tu liéu diy cop trude mit, that tinh khong nd, gi lac dau
roi qua quyét, sau khi tré' nén manh mé hon, ga méi tro lai day xem tu liéu, téi luc Ay nhat dinh phai
khién Lir Canh Nam khong con gi dé néi nira. Ga lai dua mat nhin sang gido su Phuong T4n, trong
1ong chan chuong thim nhii: “Tai sao két qua cudi ciing van 1a chép mot van 1an ban tong két vay?
Muc dich ching ta dén day khong phai 13 vi cai thir nay hay sao?”

“Pugc, toi biét rdi, toi s& cd géng hoan thanh ké hoach huan luyén c6 dat ra trong thoi gian s6m
nhat, tam thoi khong hoi dén so tu lidu nay nita.” Noi doan, lién quay ngudi di ra.

Nghe cau tra 101 “khau thj tAm phi” cua Trac Mdc Cuong Ba, khoe mét Lit Canh Nam hién ra mot
nét cudi cudi khong dé gi nhin ra duoc, chi thoang cai di bién mat. Co cat tiéng: “Poi chat da.” Vira
no1, Lir Canh Nam vura rut ra mot tap tu ligu, “Ti qua sau khi anh dua ra van dé nay, to1 cling da suy
nghi rat 1au. Chinh x4c, khong cong khai tu liéu gi thi that bat cong véi moi nguoi. Vi vay, toi di ton
mét thoi gian mot dém, chon lya ra mot phén. Day la nhitng tu li¢u trudc mét moi nguo1 nén biét, s&
rt ¢ ich cho viéc tim hiéu lich stt C6 Cach va mot s6 chuyén lién quan t61 Bac Ba La nita, anh c6 thé
mang di.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba 1ap tirc doi budn lam vui, diéu ndy gi khong hé nghi t6i. Gido su Phuong Tan
cd nhin cuoi, khong ngd Lt Canh Nam ciing dung phwong phép vira danh vira xoa hét sitc dién hinh
ndy. Cudng Ba oi 1a Cudng Ba, dung phai ¢6 nang Lir Canh Nam nay, ngiy thang vé sau ciia cau...

Trac Moc Cuong Ba 6m tu li€u 1€n, dot nhién noi: “Con nira, ca tAm ban do nita, khong phai c6 da
noi sé& cho t6i biét chuyén tim ban do nira, khong phai c6 da ndi sé cho toi biét chuyén tim ban do hay
sao?”

L& Canh Nam gat dau: “A, ding thé, thuc ra trong cac tu liéu kia cling co roi, nhung ma, tdi van ci
n6i qua mot chit vay. Chuyén vé tim ban do nay, phai bat dau ké tir nam 1844, trong d6 c6 mdt nhan
vat rat quan trong, ong ta tén 1a Henry Morton Stanley...”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba noi: “Um, ching t6i cling biét ngudi niy.”

Lt Canh Nam ra hiéu cho gi chd nén nong: “Nguoi biét chin tudng sy viéc nay khong hé nhiéu.
Anh c6 biét rang vao nim 1843, Stanly gan nhu con khong biét trén thé gidi ndy c6 mot cao nguyén tén
la Thanh Tang. Vao thoi cta ho, ndi dung dugc quan tam nhiéu nhét chinh 13. .. Maya! Nam 1842, khi

nha khoa hoc dau tién khao sat vian minh Maya, Stevenson ra tic pham noi tiéng Trung My - ky su



Sebastian va Yucatan, phong trao tham hiém Maya tré nén hirng hyre khip toan cau. Cubn sach d6
duoc dich sang muoi bay thir tiéng, trong mot nim ti ban bay 1an, sau d6 tong cong da tai ban miy
chuc 14n, tr& thanh cudn sach ban chay nhét thé ky mudi chin, 1am cho cic nha tham hiém trén thé gidi
déu nhiét huyét phirng phirng, v s6 nha tham hiém déu khao khat dugc dén rimg ram nhiét d6i, im
kiém nhirng di tich hiing vi khuat 1ap duéi rimg cdy. Khi khao sat & Trung My, Stanley 1a ngudi dau
tién dua ra luin dé ‘ngudi Maya tir chau A di cu t6i day’. Dé chimg thuc quan diém cta minh 1a chinh
xac, ong ta moi dén chau A, va 1én bd ¢ ban dao China. Thé nhung, trén duong ong ta di gip phai mot
budc ngoat 16n trong doi. T miéng mot ngh¢ nhan hat rong ké chuyén, Stanley biét dugc mot noi go1
12 Bac Ba La thin miéu. Ciing chinh tir gio khac d6 trd di, tda miéu cua nha Phat dy tro thinh muc tiéu
ca doi Stanley khat khao theo dudi.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba thic mic: “Nhung khong phai nim 1844, ong ta da mat tich & Pai Tuyét son
hay sao?”

Lir Canh Nam lac dau: “Sai roi, nim 1844 chi 1a bat dau. Stanley khong hé mat tich trong nui, chét
& Pai Tuyét son 1a chuyén ctia muoi miy nim sau. Sy kién nim 1844 chi 14 Stanley bat dau c¢6 ¥ che
gidu hanh tung cta minh. Ong ta khong mudn bi bao chi viét vé minh nira, nhung van bi mat kién tri
khong ngirng nghi tim kiém, hon nita thu hoach ciing rat phong pht.. Nghe d6n, voi sb bao vat chuyén
vé nudc Anh, dng du strc mua lai ca dat nude ndy. Nhitng thir d6, déu chuyén tir Tdy Tang di ca.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba kinh ngac kéu 1én: “Ong ta da tim thiy r6i?”

Lit Canh Nam lac dau dap: “Khong, cho dén hét doi 6ng ta cling khong tim thdy. Chang qua 1a trong
qua trinh tim kiém Bac Ba La than miéu, 6ng ta khong ngirng dao béi cac di tich va kién tric ¢o, mang
tran chau, vang bac nhiéu nhu 16ng trau khong nglrng chuyén vé nudc Anh. Nhung dong thoi, dao boi
duoc cang nhiéu kién tric va di tich co, 6ng ta lai cang ky vong nhiéu hon vao Bac Ba La than miéu.
Mot ngudi ban than clia Stanley di ghi thé nay trong cudn sd ghi chép ctia minh, ‘Toi hoi Stanley, anh
ta da co tai san ti€u méy do1 cling khong hét r6i, tai sao van uri khong vui, van mubn dén cai noi bat
ctr luc nao cling c¢6 thé mat mang kia. Stanley 1an ndo ciling chi lac dau thd dai, ctr 1am bam, Téi chua
tim thiy, t61 vin con thiéu mot s6 dau mdi, t6i chura tim thay nd. Piéu t6i dang lam bay gid, chang qua
cting chi la mang cat bén bo bién vé thdi, con ngoc trai, thi van bi chon lép dudi d6.” Theo tu li€u cua
chiing t6i, Stanley c6 1& chét trong khu vyc Pai Tuyét son & Tay Tang vao khoang naim 1860 dén nim
1870. Lan d6, ong ta c6 mang theo ban do.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba non nong hoi: “TAm ban d6 ay vé sau sao lai roi vao tay ngudi Anh duoc?”

Lir Canh Nam mim cuoi gat gat dau: “Pang 1& Stanley di vinh vién chon vui tim ban do kia ¢ Tay
Tang. Nhung nim 1914, 6ng Michael dai biéu chinh phi Anh phan gigi tuyén cho T4y Tang va An Do.
Trén duong do dac gidi tuyén, 6ng ta vo tinh phat hién ra 1éu bat va thi thé cta Stanley von di bi bang
tuyét chén vii. Con vé viée ho 1ay duoc nhitng gi trong dong di vat cua Stanley thi ching t6i cling



khong thé biét dugc. Su viée vé sau tuong d6i phirc tap. Nghe noi chinh xéc bay gid c6 tim dugc mot
tAm ban d6, va da bi chinh phti Anh coi 12 bi mat t5i cao rdi cat gidu di. Nhung khong 1au sau d6, dai
chién Thé gidi 1an thir nhat bung nd, tim ban do than bi y ciing theo d6 ma bién mat. Nghe d6n nguoi
gitr tAm ban do da dua vao ky wrc vé lai mot tim khac. Ngudi Anh cdn cit theo tim ban d6 vé bang tri
nhé ndy phan doan rang Bac Ba La thin miéu hinh nhu & gan dinh nti cao nhat cua ddy Himalaya, dinh
Chomolungma. Tir nim 1921 dén nim 1938, ngudi Anh di doc 1ap t6 chirc bay 1an tham hiém dinh
Chomolungma, nhung khong tim duoc dau mdi gi. Cho t&i nim 1938, nghe don tim ban do gbe lot vao
tay dang Nazi, tuy rang chuyén nay khong hé c¢6 ching cd nao xac thuc. Nhung tir nim 1939 dén nim
1942, Hitler da hai 1an ha 1énh cho tro thu ddc luc nhat cia minh 1a Himler dich than t6 chirc hai nhém
tham hiém di sau vao dat Tay Tang, day 1a sy thuc muo1 muoi. Con r6t cudc bon chiung tim kiém tO
tién cua ngudi German hay 13 ¢6 muc dich gi khac, chung ta khong thé ndo biét dugce. Chuyén xay ra
sau nay, c6 1€ moi nguoi déu biét mot chut. Trong tran Berlin két thiic Thé chién II, ltc dau vén dinh
san ké hoach hoan chinh 1a vay cong tiéu diét, nhung quan My va quin Nga déu liéu chét tan cong vao
trong thanh, cudi cung da chia doi Berlin, myc dich thuc sy ctua hg, dudng nhu cling vi tAm ban dd do.
Theo tin tirc chiing t61 nhan dugc, trong luc ho dang tranh gianh mot nha khoa hoc nghién ctru phat
trién bom nguyén tir, da vo tinh nghe dugc thong tin lién quan tdi ban do, con rbt cude do 1a thong tin
gi, thi chung t6i cling khong biét. Nhung chinh thong tin 4y da khién quan hé d6ng minh xuat hién xung
dot lo1 ich truc tiép. Sau thi ca Lién X0 va My déu tranh nhau dén Tay Tang, Trung Quéc. Cho dén tan
bay gio, ho van chua ding budc. Co diéu tir bdy dén nay, nhitng nguoi di theo tim ban d6 ndy tim
kiém Bac Ba La than miéu déu khong song sét tro vé. Nghe dau, gio ddy no duge goi 1a ban d6 chi
duong dén chd chét.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba yén lang nghe hét, thiy ciing twong ty nhu ndi dung gido su Phuong Tan diéu
tra dugc trude do, chi 1a twdng tin hon mot chut. Lir Canh Nam lai ndi: “Pugc rdi, nhitng diéu anh
mudn biét, toi da ndi cho anh hét ca roi, gio anh ¢ thé di 1am chuyén can lam kia di.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba va giao su Phuong Tan vira di khoi, nét mat Lt Canh Nam va lat ma A La déu
bién d6i. Lir Canh Nam dit tay doc dudng chi quin, dimg thang lung, hoi cai dau hoi: “Con xir 1y nhu
vay da dugc chua, dai nhan?”

Lat ma A La hién tir noi: “Ciing chi c6 thé nhur vay thoi, Cudng Ba thiéu gia van hoan toan chua hay
biét gi vé toan bd sy viéc, cir dé cu ay gilt nguyén hién trang di, dé cau ay tiép tuc 1ay cho ngao lam
muc dich, nhu thé, ddi véi chung ta, ddi véi cau éy, déu c6 1gi ca.” Lat ma A La thiAm nhu: “Cuong Ba
thiéu gia, day chinh la s6 ménh cua ciu, mudn thoat ra cting khong thoat ndi...”

Ra khoi ctra phong, Trac Moc Cudng Ba hoi: “Pung roi, thay gido, khong phai thay da quay phim
toan b hanh trinh trong dia cung ctia chung ta hay sao?”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan git dau: “Um, diing vay, ngoai lic & dudi nudc khong thé quay chup, nhitng



noi khac déu co ghi chép, gid da trao hét cho ho nghién ctru roi.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba noi: “Nhung ma...” Ga nhin tap tu li€u trong tay, trong d6 duong nhu khong
c6 thir ndo giéng nhu dia CD ca.

“Yén tam, t6i ¢ chuan bi riéng roi.” Anh mit gido su tré nén sau sac: “Du sao ciing 1a thir phai
ding mang d6i vé. Hon nira cac thir trong d6, khong c6 mot ndm ntra nim thi khong nghién ctru ra
duoc gi dau. Thu hoach hom nay thire ra ciing khong té, it nhat ching ta ciing biét duoc phuong hudng
moOt dau mdi rd rét nhat ma lai bi chiing ta bo sot.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba néi: “Thay mubn noi dén C6 Cach?”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan gat dau: “Um, mic du noi toi khong biét rd lich st C6 Céch cho 1am, nhung
t6i van biét mot it vé cai vuong triéu da tiéu vong dy. Trong khi nghién ctru vé Bac Ba La than miéu,
chung ta chi cha trong dén diéu tra ngudn gbe va tinh thie ctia nd, nguoc lai bod quén mat qua trinh im
kiém dau mbi ctia Stanley.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba nhin ong véi anh mat thiac mac, gido su Phuong Tan lién mim cudi néi: “Sur
thi A Ly vuong, A Ly vuong, khong phai 1a C6 Cach vuong hay sao? Hon nita toi nhd Lit Canh Nam
ndi vuong triéu C6 Cach dén tan thé ky mudi bay mdi bi diét vong. Thoi dai ma Stanley diéu tra vé
Bac Ba La than miéu chi cach thoi gian C6 Cach vuong triéu bi tiéu diét c6 hon hai tram nam, nhitng
nghé nhan hat noi truyén miéng kia hoan toan co thé nhé dugc mot luong 16n nd1 dung 1i€n quan to1 sur
thi C6 Cach.”

Nghe giao su Phuong Tan nhic nhé, Trac Mdoc Cuong Ba ciing suc nhd ra. Ga thdt 1én mot tiéng;
“Ai cha, t0i that ngu qua, thay gido, dang 18 toi ciing phai nghi t&i roi chir, chang phai da noi tién than
ctia vuong triéu C6 Cach chinh 1a vuong triéu Tuong Hung hay sao? Vuong triéu Tuong Hung chinh
13 noi chién ngao sinh ra. Thiy gido ciing timg ndi, tat ca cac su kién lich st déu c6 1ién quan dén
nhau ca. Toi dang 1a hd dd, tai sao lic niy khong nghi ra chi.”

Gi4o su Phuong T4n thodng ngan nguoi, ban than 6ng ciing ting tranh luan véi Trac Moc Cudng
Ba vé van dé ving dat sinh ra chién ngao. Dya vao céac tu liéu ma gido su Phuong T4n dang c6 trong
tay, ngoai trir cac viing ndi tiéng vé chd ngao nhu Ha Khuc, Pang Hang, Ngoc Thy, khip cao nguyén
Thanh Tang rai rac nhitng gidng ngao ciia riéng tirng viing cing voi cac truyén thuyét lién quan dén cho
ngao nira. Nhung trong nhirng truyén thuyét ma ong da khao sat, chua tirg nghe nhic dén ché ngao
Tuogng Hung bao gio. Cé 1€ n6 da bi lich sir hoan toan nudt churng, hodc c6 kha nang da bi dai kim
diéu trong tin ngudng cta ngudi Tuong Hung che khuat, ciing co thé ¢ d6 khong hé c6 chd ngao. Gido
su Phuong Tan c6 phan nghiéng vé gia thuyét cudi cung hon, bai vi 6ng timg dén Trat Dat, & d6 toan
dat 1a dat, cat bay da chay, nhin chang khic gi ving bién chét La B6 Bac(1) ca. Theo nhu mot dong
nghi¢p cua ong, thi d6 1a mot no1 dén co cling chéng thé moc dugc, nén rot cudc con nguoi bo di hét,

v6 sb phao dai nam gitra ving d6i go déu tré thanh nhitng phao dai chét, tréng rong. Mic du gido su



Phuong Tan ciing biét vuong triéu C6 Cach bi diét vong béi mot tran chién, song 6ng ciing cho rang
ngudi dong nghiép cta minh néi rat cé 1y, hoan canh tur nhién 4c nghiét noi day c6 18 méi 1 nguyén
nhan that su cc thinh bang trd nén hoang phé sau chién tranh nhu vay.

Thé nhung, khi Trac Moc Cuong Ba tran tré himg khdi noi v6i gido su rang Tuong Hung 14 noi
sinh ra chién ngao trong truyén thuyét, giao s Phuong Tan ngan ngudi ra ngay tir cdu dau tién: “Thay
gigo, thay c6 biét khong, hai ngan ndm trude, Tuong Hung 13 mot noi vo cung tuoi dep, dat dai mau
md, cdy cdi um tim, hd va bién diém xuyét trén khip ca vuong quéc nhu nhirng vi sao trén trdi. Chd
chiing t6i c6 mdt truyén thuyét, ndi rang chinh ving dat tuyét dep ay 1a noi chién ngao 1an dau budc
chan lén vii dai lich str...”

V& truyén thuyét chién ngao, Trac Moc Cuong Ba di md dau bang mot cdu nhu thé. Tur khi con rat
nho gi d3 nghe mot ong gia trong lang ké roi, nhung dén khi gi thie sy mudn tim hiéu truyén thuyét vé
ving dat sinh ra chién ngao nay, 6ng gia kia di qua doi tir 1au. Vi vy, Trac Moc Cuong Ba ciing
khong biét tai sao lai bao Tuong Hung 14 noi san sinh ra chién ngao. Gido su Phuong Téan cho rang gi
nhé nham, hai ngudi vi chuyén ndy ma tranh ludn mai khéng ra duoc két qua gi.

Gido su Phuong Tan lac lac dau, dy lai 1a mot truyén thuyét vinh vién khong thé nao xac dinh
duoc. Ong noi voi Trac Moc Cuong Ba: “Pé toi nghién ciru dong tu lidu nay that ki di. Trong day
nhat dinh c6 thé tim duoc nhitng thir hitu dung cho chiing ta.”

1. Lop Nur hay La B6 Bac 13 mot nhém cac hd, hd mudi nhé ndm gitta sa mac Taklamakan va sa mac Taklamakan va sa mac Kuruktag
& phia Pong khu tir trj Duy Ngo Nhi Tan Cuong, Trung Qudc. Pay 14 noi Trung Qudc thir bom hat nhan.



Mat tu (1)

Trac Moc Cuong Ba dua tu li¢u cho gido su Phuong Tan, roi hoi: “Thﬁy glao, lan nay tr& ve, toi
ctr cam thdy c6 gi d6 khong 6n, nhung lai khong biét 1a chuyén gi khéng 6n, thay c6 thé giai thich duoc
khong?”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan hién tir vd nhe 18n vai gd, noi: “To1 biét thm trang hién tai ctia cau nhu thé nao
roi. Trong 1ong ciu dang chit chira nghi hoic diy thoi.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba thd dai: “Dang vay, toan bd su viéc ndy d trd nén hoan toan khac han nhirng
gi 61 nghi luc ban dau. Trd vé tir chiu M, t0i cam thay vo ciing mét moi. Sao lai nhu vay nhi?”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan néi: “Bai vi vai tro cta cdu da bién chuyén. Tir khi ciu cAm tAm anh kia dén
tim t6i, tit ca déu 1a chung ta ty thim do, phat hién, tim kiém. Thé nhung, ké tir khi t6i va cau gia nhap
d61 ngii dwgc huan luyén dic biét ndy, vai trod cua cdu da tir chu dong bién thanh bi dong. Tir d6 dén
g0 chung ta déu tiép nhan nhirng bai huan luyén véi do kho rat cao, con viéc tim kiém phat hién Bac
Ba La thin miéu ¢ dau da giao hét cho ngudi khac thuc hién. Chung ta chi 14 mot phan tir trong ca cai
t6 chirc nay, ciing giéng nhu Truong Lap, Nhac Duong, Ba Tang va ca Man MAn nira, dong thoi quyén
quyét sach va quyén chi dong di chAm dit khong con nim trong tay cau nita rdi. Co rat nhiéu chuyén
bon ho khong hé néi cho chung ta biét, nhu vay, chiing ta lai cang bi dong hon, cdm giac nhu thé minh
1a con rdi bi ngudi khac diéu khién trong tay vay. Chang han 1ay hanh dong trong rirng nguyén sinh lan
ndy lam vi du, néu cau khong bao t6i, thi t6i cling khong khac gi cau, di hét ca hanh trinh ciing khong
biét dugc muc dich that su cta chuyén di, cam théy u u cac cac khong hiéu g hét.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba ndi: “Gid con dd, co ta da ndi hét véi chang ta roi.”

Giao su Phuong Tan ngude nhin Trac Moc Cuong Ba véi anh mit rat dién cam: “VAy cdu cho rang
cdu da nghe dugc nhitng gi r0i?” Gido su vd vo 1én dong tu liéu, “Cau nghi rang ddng tu liéu nay, tinh
lubn ca phan cdu khong 1ay dugc kia, c6 bao nhiéu phan trim 13 khong thé tim dugc trén Internet? Con
thir chiing ta thuc su can phai biét, 1a C6 Cach kim thu va thong tin trong truc quyén, ¢6 Lit Canh Nam
d6 néi dugce bao nhi€u? Thuc ra, cau ¢ trén thuong truong nhiéu nim nhu vay 1o, chic cling phai hiéu
duoc diém nay chir, long nguoi kho do, dic biét 1a mot nhom nhu ching ta day, mudn tiép xac vdi bi
mat tim c¢& nhu Bac Ba La thin miéu, t6i c¢6 thé khang dinh 13 ho van giir thai d6 hoai nghi mot cach
mot cach thién ¥ véi tat ca cac thanh vién trong nhom chung ta. Doi véi bat ctr ai ciing khong thé tin
hoan toan, nhung cling khong thé khong tin, quan hé giira nguoi voi ngudi chinh 1a nhu vay dé, khong
giéng nhur thai d xtr sy e binh thuong cua cau dau. Cau qua dé dang tin nhiém mdt ngudi nao do,

day chinh 12 nhwgce diém 1on cua cau ddy, Cudong Ba 4.”



Trac Moc Cudng Ba budn buc noéi: “Nhung ma, tdi van cho rang néu di dé ching ta tham gia vao
tap thé nay, it nhiéu ho ciing s& cho ching ta biét mot s chuyén. Khong phai vay sao? Néu nghi ngd
hiém ky ca chiing ta, vay thi lam sao chiing ta c6 thé dat duoc yéu cau va muc dich cta ho chir? Toi
nhd Sean da tirng ndi, trong hoan canh hiém nguy, con ngudi can phai liéu mang vi nhau thi méi song
s6t duge, néu tit ca cir khu khuu gilr léy mang minh, moi nguoi bé chat lai véi nhau, roi cudi cung
chang ai séng sét ndi dau.”

Gido su Phuong Tan lac dau: “Trong hoan canh hiém nguy thi nhur vy, nhung ma, sau khi ra khoi
hiém canh thi sao chir? Con nguoi, ai chang ¢6 tim tu, giéng nhu nhém chiing ta vy, cau, mudn tim T
Ky Lan, con bon ho, mudn tim Bac Ba La than miéu, myc dich hai bén khac nhau, song phuong hudng
thi trong déng, vi vay nén mé1 di cung véi nhau. Néu néi & khu vuc phu can Bac Ba La than miéu
khong thé tim duge Tir Ky Lan, hodc 1a noi ¢6 Tir Ky Lan khong thé ndo c¢6 Bac Ba La thin miéu, vay
thi, cau va ho c¢6 di chung mdt duong nira hay khong?”’

Trac Moc Cudng Ba 1am bam: “Vay thi bay gid phai lam sao? Toi cam thay thuc su rat kho chiu.”

Gido su Phuong T4n chin thanh néi: “Long nguoi, thay déu hudng vé cai thién ca, néu ciu khong
thé phan doan mot ngudi 13 tot hay xdu, vy thi hily thir tin & bon ho di, trir phi ho thuc su gay nhiing
chuyén vo cung bt 1gi v&i cau. Xét tinh hinh trude mit, véi tu lidu chung ta nim trong tay va nang luc
ctia ca nhom, dich thuc 1a khong du dé tim kiém Ta Ky Lan. Vi vay, diéu chiing ta nén 1am luc nay,
chinh 1 hoc héi nhiéu hon, quan sat nhiéu hon, suy nghi nhiéu hon. {t nhit gi¢' chiing ta ciing da biét
rang cso mot nhom ngudi chuyén nghiép cung cip cho chiing ta nhitng ngudn tin nhanh nhay nhat, dang
tin cAy nhat, c¢6 sy giup d& nay cta ho, ching ta s& gidng nhu dimg trén vai ngudi khong 16 thu thap
thong tin vay, tién 1én trén con duong da duoc ngudi di trude 14t san gach d4, chuyén nay chi 6 loi
chir khong c6 hai. Thyc ra, tir lac gia nhap vao nhom hudn luyén dac biét nay, co hai chuyén da nam
ngoai duy lidu cua t6i. Thir nhat, chinh 1a t6i khong ngd cau lai dap Gmg nhanh va dé dang nhu vay, ma
toi con cho rang néu cau da dap Gmg, vy thi chic ciing biét sau d6 cuc dién s& nhu thé ndo, gio xemra
thi lc ay cau cling khong suy nghi nhiéu dén thé. Thir hai, t6i khong ngd nha nude ta lai chap thuan
chuyén nay nhanh nhu vay, gio nghi lai, thi ra day chi 1a tring hop ma théi, néu chang phai lac 4y nha
nudc cling co y nay, tai liéu ching ta trinh 1€n kia, chi s¢ nira nam mdt ndm ciing khong dugc xem xét
dau.” Gido su Phuong Tan vudt vudt toc, tram ngdm noi tiép, “Con nita, d6i vi nhom huan luyén dic
bi¢t cia chung ta, t61 luén c6 mot du cam chéng lanh, c6 1€ mot ngay nao do... duong nhién, t6t nhat 1a
ngiy dy ding bao gid dén thi hon.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba biét, ¥ gido su Phuong Tan mudn néi 13, ¢ 18 mot ngdy nao do6 trong twong
lai, bon ho con chua du kha niang di tim Bac Ba La than miéu, cai nhom nay da bat ngo giai tan 101,
con bon ho thi bi da dit dudi di gibng nhu nguoi ta vt thi xi than vo dung. Gido su Phuong Tan lai
ndi tiép: “Thé nao thi thé, nhirng thir hoc duoc & day chung quy van c6 ich cho cau, doi khi chung ta



that sy nim duogc cac k¥ xao do, cho du ngay éy co dén that, chiing ta cling co thé ty minh di tim kiém
ma.” Gido su ngude nhin Trac Mdc Cuong Ba, lai giai thich, “Tir khi biét dén Bac Ba La than miéu,
chung ta da chuin bi nhu vay ro1, chung ta bt dau tir than miéu trude, tim mdt noi nhu vay, so voi
truc tiép diéu tra vé Tir Ky Lan thi d& hon nhiéu, thong tin ciing c6 dugc nhiéu hon. By gid, di dén
lac thyce hién ké hoach nay roi ddy, toi sé thao luan vdi cac chuyén gia trong hdi nghién ctru. Toi nghi,
sau su kién 1an nay, bon ho ciing khong tién gidu giém tit ca thong tin nhu trudc nira dau.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba lai noi: “Phai roi, vé thong tin lién quan tdi tim ban d6 do, t6i thiy c6 vé hoi
khoa truong qua thi phai. Khong hiéu toi nghe 1am sao ma ¢t cam thay, theo nhu gido quan noi, hinh
nhu thé chién I, thé chién II, rdi chién tranh Lanh X6 My, déu co quan h¢ mat thiét véi tAm ban do6 éy,
diéu nay...”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan git dau: “Ding noi 1a cau, ca toi ciing khong thé hoan toan tin tudng dugc,
qué ntra 12 nghe sai don sai, dan dén sau nay cang ltc cang khoa truong. C6 diéu ching ta ciing c6 thé
nghién ctru theo hudng ndy, chang han nhu 6ng Haln gi d6, néu c6 thé tim dugc ban do... Ngoai ra,
dua trén nhitng thong tin hién nay, Ben Merkin va ngudi ctia hin dudng nhu khong don gian 1a chi tim
kiém bau vat dau, v6i kha ning tai chinh ctia han, khong can gi phai mao hiém dich than tim kiém Bac
Ba La than miéu, bén trong nhat dinh con ¢ nguyén nhan gi khac.” Anh mat gido su Phuong Tan hién
1én vé lanh 180, chdm rai ndi: “Mdt nguyén nhian, ma ching ta con chua biét...”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba lai khong nghi vay, hy vong tim duoc tu liéu vé Haln va ban d6 gi gi d6 that
qua mong manh, hon nira dudng nhu cling qua xa voi so voi muc ti€u cua ho. Ga bén ndi lang sang chu
dé khac: “Pung roi, thay gido, thdy n6i xem, ching ta ty cho rang minh da hoc dugc rat nhiéu kha ning
sinh ton noi hoang da rdi, nhung tai sao khoang cach véi gido quan lai van 16n dén thé?”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan lac 1ac dau: “Khong biét, co 18 1a ¢ éy dd dugc huan luyén dac biét thé nao
do chang.”

“Huén luyén dic biét...” Trac Moc Cudng Ba lap lai hai 1an, dot nhién kéu 1én, “A, nhat dinh 1a
nhu vay!”

Khi lat ma A La ra khoi phong lam viéc ctia Lit Canh Nam, ong nhin ra Trac Moc Cuong Ba dang
dtng & bii tap, vay vay tay chao minh. Ong 1ién budc t6i, Trac Moc Cudng Ba truc tiép hoi luon:
“Pai su, giao quan ting tiép nhan huin luyén mat tu phai khong?”

Lat ma A La c6 chat kinh ngac, hoi: “Sao dot nhién cdu lai nghi dén van dé nay?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba khing dinh: “Boéi vi trong 1an huin luyén bang rimg nguyén sinh 1an ndy, ca
nhan t6i cho rang mot con ngudi binh thudng, c6 huan luyén thé ndo ching nita, kha ning chiu dung va
y chi ciing du dé mot minh vuot qua rimg sau. Ma t6i con nhé tién si C6 Tudn Nhan tirng noi, ong ay
chi day gido quan mdt s6 ki ning co ban vé sinh ton noi hoang di va khao st khoa hoc thoi, kha ning

chién dau va cac ban linh khac cua giao quan la hoc cua danh su khac, ma dai su ngai cling khong



giong ngudi thuong, cong voi thudng ngay dai su va gido quan tiép xic twong d6i nhiéu, vi vay toi
cho ring, gido quan ciing tirng tiép nhan hudn luyén mat tu gidng nhu dai su vay. Co phai thé khong?
Pai su A La?”

Lat ma A La ngudc mit 1én tho dai: “Canh Nam la dé tir do dich than Chu Co dai su truyén day,
néu nghiém khic xét bbi phan, t6i 1a su diét ctia co dy. C6 Ay 1a Cach tay(1) kiét xuat nhat trong thé hé
mét tu tré tudi do.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba ca mirng, nao biét mat tu phan cap thé nao, 1ap tic thanh khan néi: “Xin hiy
cho t61 tiép nhan huin luyén mat tu di, dai su, to1 coO thé chép nhén bat cr khao nghiém nao.”

“Ha! Cau u?” Lat ma A La c6 ung dung dén my ciing khong khoi thoang bién sic. Pa qua bon
muroi tudi réi con doi mat tu, xem ra Trac Moc Cudng Ba thiéu gia ndy ching biét gi vé mat tu roi. Lat
ma A La 14y 1am kho xtr hoi, “Cau c6 biét mat tu rdt cude 1a thé nao khong? Cudng Ba thiéu gia?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba than nhién dap: “Khong biét, nhung t6i biét nd c6 thé khién t6i trd nén manh
mé hon, khién t6i c6 kha ning chiu dung va nghi lyc hon nguoi.”

Lat ma A La phi cuoi thdt 18n: “Tat nhién rdi, kha ning chiu dung va nghi luc von da 1a tht co so
nhit ctia mit tu ma, trm... néu Cuong Ba thiéu gia c6 hirng thu vé1 mat tu, to1 co thé cho ciu biét mot
sb viéc lién quan dén mat tu. Mat tu tuyén lua nhan tai hét stre nghiém khéc, nguoi co tu cach mat tu
ching toi goi 12 Bbi Ca, Boi Ca c6 tu cach tién hanh mat tu. Cac ting nhan Cach LO phai cta ba ngdi
chiia 16n & Lhasa can phai tu hét Ngti bg dai luan cua Hién tong(2), hoan thanh khao hach méi co thé
tién hanh mat tu. Khao hach dua theo déng cép ma chia thanh Lat nhién ba, Tho nhién ba, Lam trai va
Pa nhién ba (hodc goi 1a Nhat nhién ba). Bon dang cap niy goi chung 1a Cach ty, cac ting nhin da dat
duogc hoc vi Cach tay néu tiép tuc hoc tap tai hoc vién Mat tong, thi goi la Trac nhan ba, tir day dan
dan tang 1én Cach qua, Ong tac, Kham b6, Kham t0, Ha tu khudce kiét hodc Giang tu khudc kiét, hai
cai sau thudc vé Cam don tri ba (gido chi cia Cach L phai) sau khi xudt thé ¢ thé luan luu thing
nhiém, dugc huong vinh du t6i cao, sau khi chét con c6 tu cach 1am Hoat Phat chuyén thé.”

Pay 1a 1an dau tién Trac Moc Cuong Ba nghe ndi, trong mt tu con c6 phan biét dang cap nghiém
khic nhu vy, bén hoi: “Vay dai su & dang cap nao?”

Lat ma A La mim cudi: “Néi ra thit hd then, tdi mat tu d3 ndm muoi bay nam, dén gid van chi 1a
Céch qua tho1.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba ngo ngan xuat than, Cach qua da loi hai nhu vay roi, néu tu dén Kham bé gi gi
d6, vay thi s& thé nao nita.

Latma A La nghiém mat néi: “Mat tu, thuc chat chinh 1a khiéu chién vé6i cuc han cta ban than,
khong nging khiéu chién cyc han, khong ngimng vuot qua chinh minh, phéat huy y chi va kha ning chiu
dung dén cuc han. N6i ra thi co vé huyén ao kho giai thich, thuc ra néu giai thich theo tri thirc khoa
hoc hién dai, chinh l1a thong qua mat tu, dé diéu chinh ndi hoan canh, tirc moi truong bén trong co thé



minh.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba 16 vé hoang mang, Lat ma A La lai giai thich: “Khac vdi1 y hoc, nhitng nguoi
tu luyén mat tu nhu ching t6i goi phan bén trong co thé minh 1 ndi hoan canh. Than kinh con ngudi,
dai thé chia thanh hai hé thong 16n, y hoc hién dai goi 13 than kinh dong vat va than kinh thuc vat. Than
kinh dong vat khién cho y thirc ctia cdu c6 thé khong ché cac dong tac toan than, chang han néi chuyén,
dong tay dong chan, dao trong mat, tit ca nhitng thir niy déu thudc pham vi khong ché cua than kinh
dong vat; con than kinh thuc vat, lai 1a hé théng tu than cua cac khi quan trong co thé, khong chiu su
khéng ché ctia ¥ chi, chang han nhu tim dap, da day tiéu hoa, tiét kich thich td, bat ké 1a cau c6 v thirc
hay v6 ¥ thtrc, than kinh thuc vat déu dam bao cho nhitng khi quan 4y tiép tuc van hanh, chiing khong
ché cac khi quan trong co thé ciu. Trén thuc té, hai hé thong nay khong phai hoan toan tach rdi, ching
lién hé v&i nhau dé tao thanh mot chinh thé. Liy mot vi du nhé, trong bong dém, néu cam gic thy
chuyén gi dang so 1am, khi cdu truyén nhirng thong tin vé thtr minh nhin thiy, thir minh nghe thay, thi
lan da cam nhan théy vé dai ndo, dai nio sé& lap tirc khién co thé c6 phan trng, than kinh thuc vat bat
dau van hanh, hormon tuyén thuong than (adrenalin) s€ tiét ra nhiéu hon, khién tim cau dap nhanh hon,
d6ng tir dan 1on. Pong tir dan 16n, 1a dé gitp cau cd thé thu nhan nhiéu 4nh sang hon trong bong tHi,
nhin thdy nhiéu thit hon; tim dp nhanh hon, dé cho mau tran day dudng khi, dua dén khip cac vi tri
toan than, khién co bap cta cau day xung luc, bat cir lic nao ciing c6 thé xuat ra mot luong dong ning
16n dé chay trén hodc phan khang, than kinh dong vat va thuc vat da diéu tiét voi nhau nhu vay dé
khién than thé cau c6 phan ng t6t nht trong cac mdi truong khic nhau.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba ¢ vé nira hiéu nita khong, 1ang nghe rat chim chi. Lat ma A La tho dai néi:
“Dang tiéc, con nguoi lai qua y lai vao than kinh dong vat, ma bé mac cho than kinh thue vat tu hoat
dong, ching bao gid quan tim dén sy hai hoa gitta cac ndi quan trong co thé, chi khi nio gip van dé
thi m6i dén gip bac si. Cai goi 12 mat tu, chinh 13 thong qua sy bién d6i hoan canh cta con ngudi va
su thay dbi ho hép, mo ra canh cura gitra y thirc va than kinh thue vat, khién y thirc cta cau co thé truc
tiép khéng ché than kinh thuc vat ctia cau. C6 rat nhiéu thir dé tu tim dudng tinh, thuc ra déu cung mot
nguyén 1y, chang han nhu khi cong, yoga, déu thong qua tiép xtic voi tw nhién va diéu chinh ho hip dé
dat dugc muc dich thay ddi ndi hoan canh, thong qua cai thién ndi hoan canh ma khién than thé dat
duoc hai hoa bén trong va bén ngoai, tién dén hoan thién, day mo1i 1a khdée manh thuc su. Co rat nhiéu
nguo1 nhin bé ngoai co veé cuong trang, thuc ra ndi hoan canh lai 1a mot mo hé do, luc nao cling &
trong trang thai nira khoe manh ma chinh ho ciing khong hé hay biét, bat cir liic ndo ciing c6 thé bi bénh
tat quay nhidu. By gid, cau hiy 1am theo i noi, hit vao. .. tiép tuc hit vao... cam gidc 10ong nguc ciu
mo rong, cau con hit dugc nhiéu khong khi hon nira. .. tiép tuc, khong duoc ngung... duoc roi, nin thd
di... cd lén... cb 1énnira...”

Theo yéu ciu ctia lat ma A La, Trac Moc Cudng Ba hit vao ddy mot bung khong khi, nira phut sau



thi bat dau do mit tia tai. Lat ma A La lai néi: “Dugc rdi.. . juty bat dau thé ra, chAm cham... chdm
cham thoi... cb ging giam téc d6 thd ra cua cau, gidng nhu cam gidc con gié nhe mia xuan thdi qua
miéng cau vay, tir tir thoi, khong ngimg...” Trac Moc Cudng Ba vuon ¢6 ra, thd mot cach kho nhoc,
cudi cung ciing khong thé grong duoc, tic nghen ndi: “Toi sap, khong dugc roi!”

Lat ma A La lai noi: “Tét, dung hét stre luc ctia cau, hit manh vao mdt hoi, thd ra nhanh, thd ra
nhanh, tho ra toan b that nhanh. Lai mot 1an nira, hit manh, 1ap tirc tho ra, dugc roi, gio cau da hoi
phuc lai ho hap binh thuong roi ddy.” Lat ma A La mim cuoi hoi Trac Moc Cuong Ba: “Cam giac lac
nay thé nio?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba noi: “Pau hoi vang mdt chut.” Lat ma A La lai héi: “Con gi nira?” Trac Moc
Cuong Ba noi: “Tim dap nhanh hon!”

Lat ma A La n6i: “Pay chinh 1a mot k¥ thudt cin ban ctia mat tu, giéng nhu yoga hay khi cong vay,
thong qua hit tho khién ndi hoan canh ctia con ngudi thay doi. Puong nhién, thir t6i vira day cau khong
phai thuat Tho nap thuc su, chrfmg qua chi 1a mot vi du don gian dé cau biét réng, béng cach thay doi
than kinh dong vat c6 thé diéu chinh than kinh thuc vat dwa ra nhitng thay doi twong tmg ma théi, sau
nay khéng can phai thir nira dau. Mat tu cua chiing t6i, chinh 1a khang cu lai tit ca nhitng mé hodc
ngoai tai, diéu chinh tham tAm t&i canh gigi y thirc c6 thé khong ché duoc. Noi mot cach don gian,
chinh la hoc cach khéng ché nhip tim va mach dap cua minh, khong ché nhu dong da day, khéng ché
hudng va tbe do huyét mach; tu luyén dén trinh do twong ddi cao, c6 thé tu khdng ché cac khdp xuong
tach roi hodc két hop, khdng ché chit dich trong co thé bai tiét hay hap thy, khong ché tat ca cac cam
giac ma kich thich bén ngoai gy ra d6i vai than the.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba hoi: “Vay con tu luyén tdi ting cao hon nita thi sao?”

Lat ma A La thoang gidt minh, 1am bam: “Khong biét, t6i chi nghe noi dén trinh d trong ddi cao
ma thoi, con cao hon nita... t6i chwa tirng nghe dén bao gid!” Pong thoi 6ng ciing thim nhi: “Hinh nhur
minh ciing chua tirng nghi dén van dé nay thi phai, rot cudc Cudng Ba thiéu gia dang nghi gi vay?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba ming rd thot: “Tot qua 161, t6i cam thay mat tu ding 14 hét strc can thiét véi
minh dy.”

Lat ma A La néi: “Khi cong tho nap dé dudng sinh, gidng nhu qua trinh tir d& dén kho, tir nhe dén
ning, dan da ting cuong rén luyén cuong hoa co thé, hong khang cu lai bénh tat, yoga 1ay hd hap dé di
dudng tinh than, thong qua su tiép xic voi ty nhién cia tim linh khién 10ng ngudi rong md, tim tinh
vui ve, hong ti€u trir mét moi, khién than thé kh6 mic bénh hon; con mét tu chung t61, lai thong qua
nhirng phuong cach tan khdc, dung than xéc khién chién véi ty nhién khong nging thay d6i, twa nhur
mot lidu thudc manh, hong mot dao cat hét nhirng nhan to nguy hiém dé gay bénh tat trong co thé di.
Khi cong va yoga 1a nhirng thr ai ciing luyén duogc, boi vi luyén tip ching déu tir dé dén phuc tap,
tuan ty nhi tién, luyén duoc thi d&, nhung luyén thanh thi kho; con mat tu lai 1a thir khong phai nguoi



nao ciing co thé luyén dugc, moén ndy 1 dung tha doan sim sét, vira bat dau da thong qua dao thai tur
nhién dé lya chon nguoi c6 thé du tiéu chun, ngudi ndo khong dat yéu cau, thuong thi tir lic nhip mén
chon lya da mic dﬁy minh bénh tat, cad do1 cling khé khoi, hon nira, con nguy hiém t&i tinh mang nitra.
Cho du ¢6 thé vuot qua chon lua, cic bai huan luyén sau ndy ciing déu theo phuong thirc bac thang, bat
ctr luc nao cling c¢6 kha ning ngd tan xwong nat thit dy.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba kinh ngac thét 1én: “Nguy hiém thé co a?”

Lat ma A La noi: “Than kinh thuc vét tudn theo tu nhién, con ngurd1 mat tu ching t61, dé dat dén
canh giéi dung ¥ thirc khdng ché than kinh thuc vat, budc dau tién phai 1lam chinh 1a di nguoc lai véi
ti nhién, c6 rat nhiéu ngudi khong thé vurot qua dugc cira ndy, hiu qua vo cing dang so. Toi lay mot
vi du don gian nhe, tirng c6 mot thanh nién khde manh mubn tham gia mat tu, chiing t61 tién hanh khao
nghiém Nga quy dao véi anh ta, cau cling biét réi day, con ngudi doi thi mudn an, day 13 mot phan tng
sinh 1y tu nhién, cai goi 1a Nga quy dao, chinh 13 chdng lai con d6i. Ai ngd duoc, mdi co bon tiéng
déng ho, anh ta da khong chiu n6i ma 1an ra chét, mic du chung t61 da toan luc cép curu, song cudi
cung ciing khong thé nao ctru ndi.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba nghi hodc héi: “Sao ma thé duoc? Chéng lai con doi thi don gian thoi ma, du
12 ngudi binh thudng nhin in bon ndm tiéng déng ho ciing khong c6 van dé gi 16n ma?”

Lat ma A La cudi khd mot tiéng: “Cau cho rang khao nghiém Nga quy dao don gian nhu ciu tudng
tuong hay sao?”

1. Cach tay, viét tit cia Cach uy tay lién trong tiéng Tang, dich ra thanh Thién tri thirc, 13 mot hoc vi trong hé thong Tang truyén Phat

giao.

2. Mét trong cac tong phai cua Phét gido.



Mat tu (2)

Trudc anh mét hoai nghi ctia Trac Moc Cudng Ba, lat ma A La cham rdi giai thich: “Ban ning doi
khat hoan toan khong phai bat nguon théi quen may tiéng dong hd dn mot bira. Cam giac déi khat ciia
con ngudi 1a mot qué trinh sinh 1y hét strc phtrc tap. Cau ciing biét day, con ngudi khéng ngimng van
dong, cho du la cau ngé)i, ciu nim yén bat dong, tim cu ciing van dap, mau ciu van chay... Van dong
ctia chung ta can nhitng gi ch@? Can ning lugng. Con nhitng thir chiing ta in, mot phan s& chuyén hoa
thanh ning luong can thiét cho cac co quan kia. Trudc tién 1a tir 1on thanh nho, rdi nho hon nira, cubi
cung thanh carbohydrate va dua tdi cac cac co quan trong co thé. Do hoat dong cua té bao,
carbohydrate s& phan giai thianh cic vat chat nhu carbon, hydro, oxy dé co thé d6t chay, giai phong
nhiét nang. Khi co thé dung hét ning lwong do thirc dn cung cap, nd s& nhd than kinh thuc vat phat tin
hiéu vé1 dai ndo, bao hiéu doi. Lac éy, cac co quan trong khép co thé sé phat ra tin hi¢u mét moi, hét
dong luc, da day trong khong nging phat ra tin hiéu doi 1ap day chd tréng, ruot khong ngirng nhu dong
cling phat ra tin hi¢u kiém viéc. Vi vay, cau s€ théy toan than khong con chut suc luc nao, vi vay, cau
s& thdy d6i bung, vi vay, cdu s& thdy bung da so6i 1én ting uc. Ma khao nghiém Nga quy dao ctia ngudi
tham gia mét tu chung i chinh 13, trong khi cau dang d6i, yéu cau cau chim cham chay xung quanh
mot cai ban tron, trén mat ban, lai khong nguing dat 1én cadc mén an vira madi ra 10 ma cau thich an
nhat...”

“Ha...” Trac Moc Cudng Ba kéu toang 1én. Khio nghiém nhu vay khong phai hoi qua tan khdc hay
sao? Nhin doi chay bg, lai con phai nhin nhitng mén an thom ngon nhét, hon nita chi can véi tayra la
lay dugc. Yéu cau doi véi y chi qua that qua cao, c6 thé kién tri bon tiéng dong ho, dich thuc 1a di dat
dén cuc han sinh ly roi, thé nhung, lam sao ma lai chét duogc co chu?”

Lat ma A La lai noi tiép: “Thurc an s€ lién tuc thay ddi dé dam bao tinh tuoi ngon va cam giac kich
thich dbi véi thi giac va vi gidc ctia cdu. Ma ngudi dang d6i, do phan tng sinh Iy ban ning, da day sé&
tiét ra dich vi, d6 1a mot loai acid c6 d6 pH béng 1. Trong da day c6 mdt 16p niém mac s€ bao vé cho
da day cta cau khong bi loai acid nay an mon, thé nhung, néu ¢t nhin d6i mai, 1am da day tiép tuc tiét
ra nhiéu acid hon...”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba tron tron miét 1én, gio ga da biét lat ma A La muén néi gi voi minh. Lat ma A
La néi véi giong tiéc thuong vo han: “Than 61, chang thanh nién d6 mac du c6 strc chiu dung rat tot,
nhung lai khong thé nao khong ché duoc ndi tang ctia minh. Khi chiing t6i md khoang bung ciia cau 4y,
ni tang cua cau éy da co mot phﬁn ba bi acid do da day cau éy tiét ra an mon hét roi. Nguyén nhan cai

chét cua cau ay, c6 thé noi 1a... chét vi do1 khat, tu cau ay da an chinh minh!”



Lat ma A La nhin thang vao guong mit tai xanh chim trong ndi sg ctia Trac Moc Cudng Ba, chim
ri budng tirng chit mot: “Cho du nhur vay, cdu van con mudn tiép nhan huin luyén mat tu phai khong?”

Mot hdi 14u sau, Trac Moc Cudng Ba mdi ngan nglr ma kién quyét: “Toi chdp nhan!”

Lat ma A La nhiu d6i 16ng may, ludng ly néi: “Néu Cudng Ba thiéu gia van kién tri... chiung toi co
thé tién hanh mot thuc nghiém nho, thir xem nghi luc cta cau, cau théy thé nao?”

Nghe Trac Moc Cudng Ba n6i mudn tham gia mit tu, miy ngudi bon Truong Lap, Nhac Duong déu
co vii nhiét tinh, con Lt Canh Nam thi ngay tir dau di 1ac dau tho dai. Noi dung lat ma A La chuan bi
cho Trac Moc Cuodng Ba khao nghi¢m 1a mot bai khao sat nhap mon cua mat tu, chéng lai con budn
ngu.

Theo yeu ciu ctia 6ng, Trac Moc Cudng Ba phai thire tring mot dém, hon nita con phai bo cii sudt
ca dém 4y, sang sém ngay hom sau, trong anh mét ddi theo ctia moi ngudi, gi budc vao mot gian nha
d4a ma lat ma A La d3 chon séan.

Lat ma A La n6i: “Con ngudi ai ciing can phai ngil, néu khong nga s& dan dén mot loat cac rdi loan
cong nang sinh 1y. Bai kiém tra nay khong thé gitip co thé cau tré nén khong biét mét moi 1a gi, ma chi
kiém tra xem co thé clia ciu trong trang thai mét moi co thé gitr tinh tdo dugc bao nhiéu lau ma thoi.”

Pay 1a mot gian nha d4, lat ma A La d3 sir dung thu phap dic biét trén cac cira so, trong phong van
c6 khong khi luu thong, nhung tuyét khong c6 chut anh sang ndo, dong cira lai, thi ca mot Am thanh rat
nho ciing khong nghe thiy dugc. Trac Moc Cuong Ba bi tréi vao mot cot da gitra phong, nghe néi cam
giac burc bach ndy c6 thé khién nguoi ta tinh tdo hon. Trén dinh dau gi, lat ma A La da dat mot cuc
nudc dé, con gitra ga va cdy cdt da, lai cach mdt 16p chdan bong day ma vo cung €m ai.

Lat ma A La dian do Trac Moc Cudng Ba: “Sau khi t6i dong ctra, & ddy sé tré thanh mot khong gian
kin t6i om va khong c6 tiéng dong, trong hoan canh nhu vay, con budn ngl ctia cau s& dang 1én manh
nhat, nhung vi cau dang ding lai con bi tréi nira, nén ciing van c6 thé diéu chinh mirc d6 cing thang
ctia than thé dé khang cu. Hon nita, bén trén chiéc cot da ndy con c6 mot cuc nude da, ude ching ctr
nira tiéng lai c6 mot giot nudc lanh ta ra, chay xuéng dinh dau cdu dé gitip cau hung phin tinh than.
Ngoai ra, cau ciing c6 thé dung cach dém giot nudc chay xudng dé xac dinh thoi gian cdu ¢ day. Trén
tay trai ctia cau c6 deo mot thiét bi cam tng, cau khong can phai dung sirc, chi can dé ngén tay cham
vao thiét bi Ay 1a duoc roi. Khi nio cau hoan toan mat y thirc, ciing c6 nghia 1a di roi vao trang thai
ngl sau, ngon tay roi khoi thiét bi cam irng mot thoi gian, ching t6i s& biét ngay, canh cira ciing tu
d6ng mo ra, dé xem cdu co thé kién tri dugc bao 14u nhé, Cuong Ba thiéu gia, chiic cdu may man.”

Cénh ctra da dong lai, trong khong gian bit kin nhu bung 4y, khong ¢ 4m thanh, khong c6 anh sang,
chi c6 tiéng thd khoan thai ctia chinh ban than minh. Liic m&i bat dau, Trac Moc Cuong Ba van con
gilt duoc sy tinh tdo, thé nhung cip mat ga nhin vao bong téi chua duoc bao 1au da thiy mét moi vo

ngan, mi mat nang n€é nhu mudn syp xuong.



Trac Moc Cuong Ba khong khoi nhé dén 161 lat ma A La di n6i: “Mit nguo1 ta mot khi mo ra, s€
khong ngirng 1am viéc, nd s& khong ngirng tim kiém, thu thap cac thong tin co thé truyén vé cho dai nio,
trong bong toi tuyét dbi va khi chéi 1oa, khong thé tim duoc bat cir tin hiéu ndo, nd s& bai cong. Khi &
trong bong t61, dén lac cap méit mét moi toi do khong thé mo ra duoc, hay nhdm mét lai, bﬁng khong,
c6 thé s& gay ra mu 1oa d6.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba nhim mét lai, mic du vAn dang dig, nhung gd di hoan toan sin sang dé ngu.
Trong tinh thé ndy, gitr cho dugc than tri tinh tdo that con kho khin gip boi. Ga van con cam gidc, ngén
tay cai van dat 1én thiét bi cam tng dang tiép xtic kia, nhung con budn ngi ning né khong nging ap t6i,
cam giac cua gi véi moi truong xung quanh dang dan dan bién mat. Trac Moc Cuong Ba tura ho nhu
lai tré vé rung Manh Xa, trong khu rirng Véng lang tam t6i éy, u am, lanh I€o, khong mot chit anh sang,
ca gi6 ciing ngirng thoi. Thé nhung, cam gidc so hii kinh hoang ap t6i, g3 khong ngirng canh céo chinh
minh: “Khéng dugc ngil, nhat dinh phai ra khoi day, nhat dinh khong dugc ngi.” Ping, phai kién tri
dén cuing, nhat dinh khong duoc ngl.” Ping, phai kién tri dén cing, nhat dinh khong dugc ngu, Trac
Moc Cuong Ba lic lac dau, da thdy ngdm ngdm dau, dau 6c ning né kho ta.

Ciing khong biét bao 1au sau, Trac Moc Cuong Ba lai mo mét ra, bon bé van t6i den nhu muec,
khong khi mét rugi, mot chat khi lanh tir 16 miii hit xo¢ vao phoi, hoi néng lai tir phoi tho ra, by gio
Trac Moc Cuong Ba moi hiéu ra, dung ¥ that sy khi lat ma A La tro6i ga vao cot da la gi. Néu con co
thé ctr dong tay chan, hoat dong cho thu gidn gan cdt, tu tao ra cam gidc dau dén cho co thé, nhit dinh
s€ khang cu lai duoc vdi con budn ngu, nhung cai tu thé khong thé nhtc nhich nhu thé nay, vura hay lai
thda méan yéu cau cia gidc ngl. Ga ngang dau lén, trén dau cling t6i tim mu mit, khong nhin thay gi hét,
Trac Moc Cudng Ba tham nhii: “Chang phai da ni 1a ¢ nira tiéng 1a c6 mot giot nudce lanh rd xudng
co ma? Sao 1au nhu thé r6i ma van chang c6 dong tinh gi vay?” Bdng nhién, gi suc nhd ra mot cau
khac ciling do lat ma A La noi: “Trong bong tdi, ngudi ta s& mau chong mét di cam giac vé thoi gian,
bong tdi s& ndi véi cau, trén thé gidi nay, von 1a chang c6 thoi gian.” Trac Moc Cudng Ba tham kinh
hoang trong long: “L& nao minh cam thdy da rat 1au r6i, thuc ra mdi chi c6 mudi may phit, con chua
tG1 nira tiéng ddng hd thdi sao?” Loi lat ma A La van ving vang bén tai: “Véi mot gide ngl ngon, cdu
s€ théy vira mGi nhim mit vao, mo mit ra troi da sang; con mot giéc ngi mét moi, cau s€ tran troc
khong yén, tudng chirng nhu da 1au 13m rdi, nhung sao trén bau troi dém van nhip nhay, twa hd nhu
tho gian va khong gian dang dong dac vay.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba lai chan nan nhim mét lai, that khong ngo, cai goi la khiéu chién v&i cuc han
clia con ngudi, chua n6i dén nhin dn nhin uéng, chi don gian 1a khiéu chién véi gidc ngi thoi da kho
khan nhu vay roi. Pay ciing chi mgi 14 mot bai kiém tra chirng nhan tu cdch mang tinh thir nghiém, néu
ca mot bai kiém tra nho ndy ma ciing khong thé kién tri vuot qua, ndi dén mat tu 1am gi nira? Qua kinh

nghiém trong rung Mang Xa, Trac Moc Cuong Ba biét, can phai dua vao cam giac dau don maoi xoa



diu dugc con budn ngl, nhung bay gio hai tay ga da bi troi chit, sau lung con 16t mdt 16p chin bong
day, 1am sao ma tao ra dugc cam giac dau dén bay gio? Trac Moc Cudng Ba cin chit mbi duéi, trong
miéng x0c 1én mot mui mau tanh néng nff)ng, vi mdn min, nudt vao hoi ngon ngot dac thu éy, bat ¢t ai
cling nhan ra duoc. Trac Moc Cudng Ba nham mat tram tu: “Chay méau rdi, minh d can moi dén chay
mau roi a2 Nhung sao khoéng c6 cam giac dau dén, sao ma nhe nhang, ha, chang 1& minh sap ng that
r6i?” Lat ma A La tirng noi, “Ngudi dang ngt sdu, cho du 14y kim chdm ciing khong tinh lai, vi ¥ thirc
cua nguoi do da tu dong lai, tin hiéu truyén qua than kinh thue vat dén dai no bi ngan trd, s€ khong
con cam thdy dau dén nita. Mot gic ngii ngon, ciing bang tu tiém cho minh mot lidu thudc & vay.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba bat dau gat lia lia, ban than ga cling biét, ctr tiép tuc nhu vay khong duoc, thé
nhung, tay chin va toan bo co thé bat dau khong con nghe theo su diéu khién cta gi nita, ¥ thirc dang
dan mo hd mo nhat. Dung luc nay, tua nhu mot mii kim dam thrftng vao cot séng, cam giac lanh thdu
xuong ngay sau do lan toa di khép toan than, Trac Moc Cuong Ba giat thot minh, dot nhién khéi phuc
lai su tinh tdo, nhé lai cam giac vira roi, g biét, got nude lanh Ay di roi xudng gan huyét Dai triy cua
minh. Nhung chfmg bao 14u sau, nhiét do co thé nhanh chong xua sach hoi lanh, 16p chan mém 4m tao
ra do ma sat nhe nhang cho lan da, Trac Mdc Cuodng Ba da dung hét moi cach, song y thirc van cr
bién mat tirng chut tirng chiit mot. That khong ngo, kiéu bat ngd ding nude lanh cho tinh ngudi nay lai
giéng nhu dem thé luc ra tiéu hao hét mot luot, nguoc lai cang dé mét méi budn ngu hon.

Khéang cu lai cam giac budn ngii ndy, gidng nhu dang dung hét stc luc toan than gitr thing bang trén
mot soi day thép, co diéu bén dudi day thép kia khong phai 1 vuc sau thim tham, ma 13 16p chin bong
day am, vo sb gai dep, thurc an € hé, mudn cam cu duoc 1au trén mot soi day thép nhu thé, qua thuc l1a
con kho khin hon Ién troi gap boi.

Cudi cung, Trac Mdc Cudng Ba ciing linh hdi duoc ¥ nghia thim do ctia mét tu, dong thoi cling hiéu
ra tai sao lat ma A La noi khong phai ai ciing c6 thé tham gia huan luyén mat tu dugc. Mudn khang cu
lai dau dén khong hé kho, ma chi can mét trai tim kién dinh diing cam la dugc, vay nhung, mudn chéng
lai su 4m &p diu dang, strc nhan nai 4y dtng 1a khong phai nguoi ndo cling 1am ndi. Khong biét da 1a
lac nao, Trac Moc Cudng Ba cam thdy phia trudce 14p 16a nhap nhoa, phai mot luc 1au sau mdi hoi
phuc thi luc, canh ctra da kia, hda ra da bi mé ra roi! Trac Moc Cuong Ba mét moi guc dau xuéng,
mot cam gidc mét moi xua nay chua tirng c6 xam chiém khap co thé.

Trac Moc Cuong Ba dugc Truong Lap va Nhac Duong khiéng ra khoi gian nha d4, chinh ban than
gi ciing khong thé nao tin ndi, chi vi chéng lai con buén ngi ma gi di tiéu hao hét ca thé luc. Nhin nét
mat hai ngud1 Truong, Nhac co thé nhan théy, bon ho rat that vong trudce biéu hién ctia Trac Moc
Cuong Ba. Du61 anh mat troi, lat ma A La cudi tim tim nhin ga, cam dé)ng ho tinh g10 trong tay noi:
“Nam muoi sau phut, kha 1am, da 1a kha 1am r6i.”

Pudng Man gitp Trac Moc Cudng Ba lau vét mau trén khde miéng, x6t xa hdi: “Sao lai dén nong



n6i ndy?” Trac Moc Cudng Ba khong tra 10i ¢, chi tham nghi bung: “Khéng ngd chi cam cu duoc cd
nim muoi sau phat, sao cam giac ctr nhu dd & dudi dia nguc may nam roi vay.” Ga dot nhién nhin thiy
& phia xa xa, Lir Canh Nam dang di nguoc lai, bén hoi: “Pai su, giao quan ciing tirng tiép nhan thur
nghiém tuong ty nhu vay roi a?”

Lat ma A La lac dau: “A, khong c6. Pay 1a mot phuong phap ching nhan tu cach do tdi tu nghi ra
khi m&i bat dau mat tu, vi khong duoc cac vi dai su déng ¥, nén to1 mé1 goi1 nd la mot bai kiém tra thir
nghiém. Ngoai t6i ra, cau 1a nguoi dau tién thir nghiém theo cach nay.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba hoi: “Vay nam do, dai su cam cu dugc bao nhiéu lau vay?”

Lat ma A La mim cudi: “Vi luc ay toi dd c6 tu cach mat tu roi, dong thoi cling da chinh thirc bat
dau mat tu, vi vay thoi gian cdm cu phai dai hon mot chut...” Ong gio 1én ba ngon tay.

“Ba tiéng dong h6?” Trac Moc Cudng Ba hoi.

“Khong, ba ngay.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba lap tirc cam thdy choang vang, dau guc xubng, khong con strc lyc ngude 1én
nira; gi da ngu thiép di roi.

Lac Trac Moc Cudng Ba tinh lai, troi di nga hoang hon. Ga tram ngdm nhé lai, troi di nga hoang
hon. Ga tram ngdm nhé lai, ding nhu lat ma A La da noi: “Cé mdt s6 viéc phai can dén kha ning thién
pht, strc ngudi khong thé cudng cau.” Trac Moc Cudng Ba ciing tu biét minh, néu néi rén luyén sirc
manh co bap bén ngoai, c6 18 gi co thé dat ti mirc kha, con mit tu, tur chit cta gi chi ¢ thé ndi 1a
tAm thuong, tham chi thude loai thip, nhung gi khong hé c6 ¥ dinh bo cudc & dy. Lat ma A La vao
phong tham hoi: “Cudng Ba thiéu gia, gio cdu c6 mudn nodi gi véi toi khong?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba noi: “Um.” Ga ngudc nhin vao mat lat ma A La, gwong mit toat 1én vé tur tin
ma ¢6 chap: “T6i mudn thir mot 1an nira.”

Lat ma A La nghen 101, hoi 1au sau méi noi: “Bay gi0, trudce tién cur hoc hét cac mdn hoc co ban di
da, ddy mai 1a nhitng thir cau can phai hoc. Néu sau khi két thic 1an khao sat nay, néu Cudng Ba thiéu
gia van mudn tién hanh mét tu, cau co6 thé dén Sic Lap tu, thién phong s6 mot 1é chin, tim Pan Chu dai
su, ctr n6i 12 161 bao cau dén. Pan chu dai su khong thé coi 13 nguoi gioi nhit trong nhitng ngudi mat
tu, song 6ng ay tuyét ddi 1a ngudi hudng din mat tu gidi nhat d6.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba khong biét 1a mirng hay lo, trong 1ong tham cam kich lat ma A La. Sau d6 may
ngay, bon ho bat dau dot hudn luyén mang tinh chit phuc hoi, dong thoi tiép nhan dot tri liéu phuc hoi
than thé & bénh vién trong vong mot thang, clt vao cac thor Hai, thir Tu, thir Nam, va Chu Nhat, déu
phai dén gip bac si tam 1y chuyén nghiép dé diéu tri phuc hdi tim 1y, yéu cau phai kién tri nra nim
hoac tham chi 1au hon.

Trong miy ngay bat dau hdi phyc, khi moi ngudi an com, phat hién ra Trac Moc Cudng Ba cam diia

ctr run 14y bay, c6 lac gip thire an ciing khong gip ndi. Nhac Duong to mo hoi: “Cudng Ba thiéu gia,



tay anh bi lam sao vay?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba binh tinh tra 1o1: “Tay bi chudt rut.”

Nhac Duong lai cang ngac nhién hon, 1ién héi tiép: “Sao ma lai bi chudt rut dugce?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba 16 vé oan hon, gén giong nha tung chit mot: “Phat, chép, mot, van, lan!” Hai
ngudi Nhac Duong, Truong Lap khong ngd lai han hoan ¢6 vil, to ra hét strc vui mirng, con Trac Moc
Cuong Ba thi chi biét méu méo do khoc do cudi.

Lic ndy, & ngoai 6 Philadelphia, c6 mdt toa kién trac nguy nga 1ong 13y nhu 1au dai, ddy 1a mot
trong rat nhiéu noi & ctia Merkin trén dat My. Ca nhin y twong dbi thich noi nay, tit ca noi that & day
déu do y dich than bai tri, nhung Soares lai hét strc chan ghét, chd niy qua u 1a t6i tim, khong giong
nhu chd cho con ngudi ¢, ma nguoc lai gidng mot ngdi mo cb hon, tham chi ca gié & day ciing lanh
hon binh thudmng. Hon nita Merkin lai con mang vé day céc thir y dao duoc trong md ¢d va cac moén do
tim dugc trén thi trudng dd cd, tit ca bay & nhitng chd ndi bat nhat, khién noi nay lai cang thém nang
né am khi. Soares tin réng, nhirng thir & trong mo o, vi chon vui & noi u am khong c6 anh mat tro1 da
qua 1au, cac Am hon bat tan déu tu hét ca trén do, ai giir cac thir Ay mot thoi gian dai, rdi thé ndo cling
bi n6 1am hai. Nhung dé ciing nghién ctru tim ban do giéng nhu ban d6 Trung Qubc ay voi Merkin, y
khong thé khong don dén day. Bay gio toa cung dién lanh 180 ndy c6 thém may con vat nhé déng yéu
ctia Soares, lai cang tré nén giéng mot phao dai ctia thiy mo hon.

Giira phong khach dat mot chiéc ban 16n, trong nhu ban bong ban, tim ban d6 cd dé ¢ gitta, bén
canh c6 to gidy v& ban d6 rong gan hai mét trai rong, bén trén danh dau chi chit dia danh. Merkin mot
tay cam thudc mot tay cam bat, chAm chdm vach vach bén trén nhu mét kién trac su thuc thy. Trén tim
ban d6 1ay duogc trong dia cung Maya nay vé toan nhirng ky hiéu khién ngudi ta nhin ma hoa mat chong
mit. Trong mit Soares, nhitng ky hiéu 4y kha giéng voi ky hiéu mot nét thoi ¢o dai, hinh nguc, hinh ct
hanh, hinh thang, hinh miii tén..., déu dung mét nét vé nén. Soares nhin chiing, cam théy t6i nghia kho
hiéu chang khac gi nhitng ky hiéu trong dia cung Maya ca. Con Merkin thi ra bo trAm tu suy nghi rat
lung. Soares ben hoi: “Pay la cai gi? Tang van ha?”

Merkin cin cin buat, néi: “Um, nhitng ky hi¢u nay chic 12 van ty, anh xem, dai da sb duogc sép Xép
rét théng thé'm, hon nita con c6 chd lip lai nira, day chic 1a van tu rdi. Ngoai ra con mot s6 khac, nhin
trong nhu vé thir gi do, ¢6 18 1a biéu thi ky hiéu hinh nai thi phai?”

Soares nghi hodc: “Anh... anh khang dinh ddy 1a Tang van a? Hinh nhu t6i chua thiy loai Tang vin
nay bao gio.”

Merkin néi: “Chuyén nay khong c6 gi 1a la, Tang van anh chua tirng nhin thdy thi nhiéu lam. Tang
van phét trién tir hon ngan nim trude, néu tinh tir tiéng Ma Nhi cia Tuong Hung thi ciing ca hai ngan
nam roi, thoi ky khac nhau, gido phai khic nhau, déu c6 nhitng kiéu chit khac nhau. Cuing 1a tiéng Tang,
nhung cling ¢6 dén hon tram kiéu chit, ¢ nhitng kiéu hoan toan khac nhau, khong thé dung thay cho



nhau duogc.”

Séc mit Soares sa sim, mudn kho coi bao nhiéu thi ¢6 béy nhiéu. Y chi vao ban dd, hoi: “Cé hon
tram kiéu chit? Anh, anh biét duogc méy kiéu? Con nita, trong dam ky hiéu nay, anh c6 phan bi¢t dugc
dau la van tu, dau 1a hinh v€ khong?”” Soares hiéu r6, néu khong biét, mot van tu c6 hoan toan co thé
tr& thanh thr mat mi twong d6i phtrc tap; bang nhu chi biét dugc dim ba ky hiéu ma mudn kham pha
van tu, e con kho hon ca 1én tro1 nira.

Merkin chép chdp mit, néi: “Khong sao, ching ta ¢6 chuyén gia r6i...” Y dui dui, qua 1a d rdi hét

ca mat.



Bi mat vé Sang ché than cuia nguo1 Inca

Mot thang sau, chinh phu lai c6 hoat dong khao sat khoa hoc khac, Ngai Luc Khic phai tr& vé doan
ctia nha nude. Budi tir biét, moi nguoi tu tap lai mot chd, luu luyén khong roi. Sau bita com, ai néy tré
vé di ngi, Trac Moc Cudng Ba lai ra chd g va Ngai Luc Khac 1an dau tién ndi chuyén. Sao troi van
long lanh nhur thé, Ngai Lyc Khic van ding stng sirng trong con gi6 se se lanh, nhin 4nh dén doanh
trai 1ap 10e phia xa xa. “Anh cling & day ha, anh Mao Lap.” Trac Moc Cuong Ba noi.

Ngai Lyc Khic khé tho dai: “Phai, & v6i nhau 1au nhu vay, dot nhién phai di, thé ndo thi cling thay
hoi quyén luyén. Co diéu tdi ciing phai di, nhirng thir c6 thé day t6i da day hét cho moi ngudi r6i, con
duong con lai, moi ngudi phai dua vao minh ty di thoi.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba noi: “Cam on anh, cam on anh di day cho chiing t6i rat nhiéu diéu bo ich.”

Ngai Lyc Khic ra hiéu cho Trac Moc Cudng Ba ra chd cai don da phia trudc, hai ngudi sanh vai
ngdi xudng. Chi nghe Ngai Lyc Khic noi: “Cudng Ba thiéu gia, & chung mot thoi gian dai nhu vay, toi
cam thay, thir anh thuc sy mubn tim kiém, dudng nhur khong chi c6 Tang ngao thoi dau.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba noi: “Unm, tai sao anh lai nghi thé?”

Ngai Lyc Khic dép: “Anh 1a nguoi khic kho nhét trong cac hoc vién huin luyén dic biét 1an nay,
anh rat nd luc, thim chi c6 thé ndi 1a liéu mang. Mdi khi hoan thanh mot bai huan luyén, trong mét anh
lai toat 1én vé muirng & vo cung, nhung dong thoi ciing thoang hién ra vé u uat, c6 chuyén gi d6 anh tur
trach minh, c6 phai khong? Vi vay, c6 ltc t6i nghi, hinh nhu anh khong thue sy muén tim kiém cho
ngao Tay Tang, ma chi coi viéc tim kiém éy nhu mot co hdi, mot hy vong. Néu tim duoc Ngao
vuong... liéu d6 ¢ phai 1 anh dang tu 4m thi minh rang nhu vay thi s& c6 hy vong tim thay thir anh
thue sy mubn tim hay khong?”

Nhing 101 ctia Ngai Lyc Khic dudng nhwr dd mo ra mot canh cira pha dy bui bam. Sic mit Trac
Moc Cudng Ba tai di, toan than lanh toat, trong 1ong chan dong: “La vay sao? L€ nao minh that su nghi
nhu vay? That su 1a nhu vay hay sao?”

Ngai Lirc Khac dtng 1én néi: “Cuong Ba thiéu gia, anh nén hiéu rang, diéu quan trong nhat trong
doi nguoi, chinh 12 biét minh mudn gi. Anh 1 ngudi c6 muc dich, vi thé cudc séng cua anh phong pha
diéu ky hon nhirng ngudi khac. La mt nguoi lam cong tac khao sat khoa hoc nhiéu nam, toi nghi, con
duong tim toi nay 1a mdt con dudng vinh vién khong c6 diém dimg. Trén con dudng 4y, anh ¢ thé
khéng ngirng hoc hoi va thu hoach. Lau dan 1au dan anh sé& phat hién ra, né khong hé kho khan vo vi
chat ndo, béi vi niém vui nd mang dén cho anh ndm & sau tham trong 10ng. T6i nghi, ddi ngudi ciing

chi c6 thé ma thoi, khong ngirng tim toi va phat hién, tim kiém nhirng thtr minh mudn im.” Ngai Luc



Khic vo vd 1én vai Trac Moc Cuong Ba, thd dai dy y nghia, “Thuc ra, t6i cam thdy Cudng Ba thiéu
gia rat hop véi cong tac khao sat khoa hoc ddy, anh c6 nghi lyc bén bi ma ngudi thuong khong thé co,
hon nira, kha ning nhin thiu sudt ctia anh manh hon ngudi binh thudng rat nhiéu, chi can anh nghi dén,
nhat dinh 1 s& c6 phat hién gi d6. Van dé 13, bay gi anh van chua chiu nghi ngoi suy tinh nhiéu hon,
ma thich don gian hoa sy viéc di. Nhung t6i nghi, roi s& c6 mot ngiy anh tinh ngd ra thoi.”

Nhin theo cai bong ctia Ngai Lyc Khic, Trac Moc Cudng Ba thin ngudi ra giira bai dat tréng.
Ngay hom nay, phang phat nhu tan vao 1an gi6 se lanh, mdi ciu néi ctia Ngai Lyc Khic déu déng cho
gd suy nghi ca. Trac Moc Cudng Ba hiéu rd, dém nay lai 1a mot dém khong ngii nita roi.

Duong nhu dé quén di nhitng 101 Ngai Luc Khac néi, Trac Moc Cudng Ba lai quay tro vé phong
ctia minh trong doanh trai. Ttr khi bon ho 1dy dwoc mdt phan tu liéu kia, ca thang nay gi da nghién ctru
khong ngirng. Ban dau Trac Moc Cuong Ba dinh dé Truong Lap, Nhac Duong, thém ca Man Man va
gido su, ndm nguo1 bon ho cung tap trung nghién ctru, nhung hai tén lau bau Truong Lap va Nhac
Duong vira thiy tap tu liéu day bich da kéu dau dau am1, chi c6 Man Man 13 hét strc cham chi can
than gitp gido su Phuong Téan phan loai va chinh ly.

Vi trude khi di chiau My gido su Phuong Tan di nghién ctru vé nén vian minh Maya, thém nita ong
cling ndi, ren sat phai rén lac nong, dac biét 1a vi than di lai gitra thé gian ma Trac Moc Cuong Ba
nhac dén kia da 1am cho gido su hét strc cha ¥, vi vay, bon ho quyét dinh bat dau tra xét tir méi quan
h¢ gitra nguoi Kukuer va vi st gia kia.

Chang ngd phan lién quan dén Maya trong tap tu liéu rat it. Theo nhu Nhac Duong phan tich thi c¢6
hai nguyén nhan: thir nhat vi nha nuéc ciing mdi dién dich duge C6 Cach kim thu ma biét sir gia co
quan hé voi chau My, trudc d6 chua co di nhitng tur 1iéu 1ién quan, vi vay nén chuan bj chua day du;
thtr hai 13 ¢ trong t6 chuyén gia, s6 chuyén vé Maya it thé tham, ma thim chi di thuc c6 chuyén gia vé
Maya chura ciing 13 van dé nita, dwong nhién 1a khéng thé chuan bi ra dugc bao nhiéu tu liéu chinh xac
va day di. Nhung nho gido su Phuong Tan thong qua ban be, hodc 1én mang lién hé v6i mot s6 chuyén
gia vé Maya ctia nudc ngoai, ho tim duoc rat nhiéu thong tin bat ngd tir nhiéu con duong khac nhau.

C6 diéu nhirng tu 1iéu ay, nguoc lai con khién ca miy ngudi cang thém nghi hodc. Chi yéu co ba
diém, trude tién 1 vi tri dia 1y, ngudi1 Kukuer ¢ cach ban dao Yucatan la trung tam cua nén vin minh
Maya qua xa, nhung thon lang va toa Bach thanh do t6 tién ho xdy nén, tram phan trim chinh 13 kién
trac dién hinh cia nén van minh Maya. Khong nghi ngd gi nita, d6 chinh 1a nén van minh tirng c6 thoi
ky huy hoang khién ca thé gi¢i phai chin dong, van minh Maya. Tai sao nguoi Kukuer lai di toi do, di
nhu thé ndo, nén van minh cta ho ting huy hoang té1 mirc nao, tai sao lai tan lui nhu vay?

Ké d6 1a tap tuc nudi chd. Nén van minh Maya dudng nhu ciing stng bai chd. Ngudi Kukuer c6
than Cho, nhung chuyén ché sau khi chét duoc hop tang véi chi nhan thi ca nhom khong tra ctru duoc
trong céc tu liéu khac vé vin minh ndy. Ngay ca nguoi Inca ciing khong ¢ tip tuc nio twong tu.



Piém cudi cung, chinh 1a vi than Yinawea kia. Pay chinh 1a diéu khién nguoi ta ky quai nhat &
ngudi Kukuer, béi vi Yinawea khong phai 13 thin cta ngudi Maya, ma cta ngudi Inca. Nhung néu ndi
vi & gin nhau ma van minh Inca va vin minh Maya ctia nguoi Kukuer pha tron, thi lai khong tim thiy
bat cir dau vét ndo khac cua cac vi than Inca & chd ngudi Kukuer. Ngoai ra con rat nhiéu nghi van nho
khac, ma cau tra 101 phy thudc vao hai viéc. Thir nhat phai dich duwoc minh van (chir khic trén do vat,
bia d4) cua ngud1 Maya. Viéc nay gido su Phuong Tan s€ nghi cach nho chuyén gia trong va ngoai
nude gitp d&. Thr hai, quan trong hon 13 1am thé ndo dé Trac Moc Cuong Ba nhé lai duoc bai st ca
clia Babatou. Diéu nay thi da 1am kho gi, dém di dém lai g ciing chi nhd ¢6 mdi hai ciu, nhiéu hon
danh lac dau chiu chét.

Viéc thir nhat pham vi lién quan qua rong, viéc thtr hai két qua thu dugc qua it 01, vi vay bon ho tap
trung vao mot hudng mdi. Trong tu 1iéu con nhic dén viée st gia sang chiu My, nén gido su Phuong
Tan cho rang hudng thir ba ndy e con quan trong hon. Xac minh duoc vi st gia kia rot cude ¢ dat
chan t&i chau M§ hay khong, muc dich dén d6 1a gi, cac phat hién nay c6 gid tri rat quan trong ddi véi
viéc tim kiém Bac Ba La than miéu. Trong qua trinh tra ctru tu 1iéu, ho phét hién ra Sang ché than cua
nguoi Inca. Vi nay cé rat nhiéu tén, hon nira bd lac thiéu s6 nao cling tin réng tén cta bd lac minh goi
mdi chinh 1 tén that ctia vi than di khap noi thé gian ay. Nhitng cai tén Viracocha, hay Huiracocha,
hay nhu Sean goi 12 Wiraqutra va Yinawea cta ngudi Kukuer déu chi 1a phat 4m hoi khac nhau mot
chut, ngoai ra con c6 nhirng cai tén nghe khac hdn nhau nhu Halacocha, Kaen Sisi, Susuba,
Chakalakapi, Yla...

“Cudng Ba thiéu gia, c6 phat hién mdi,” vira thdy Trac Moc Cudng Ba quay lai, Nhac Duong d
hoan hi bao cdo. “La toi phat hién ra day nhé, lich sir ctia cai nén vin Maya va van minh Inca ndy, va
ca cua nguoi Kukuer nita, c6 mot giai doan trung hop cuc ky luén.”

“Q, 1a chuyén gi vay?” Trac Moc Cudng Ba quay sang nhin giao su Phuong Tan. Ong mim cuoi
noi: “Nhac Duong phat hién ra, dé cau y noi di.”

Nhac Duong néi: “Anh xem, bay gio hau hét moi ngudi déu cho rang nén vin minh Maya & chiu
My dai khai 1a phat trién dén cudi thé ky thtr chin thi dot nhién di tir phon thinh dén diét vong. Chirng
clr rd rang nhat ctia luan diém nay chinh 13 mot tim bia ky nién c6 khic thoi gian 1a ndm 899 phat hién
ra gan day nhat. Trong khoang thdi gian Ay, tat ca cac thanh tri 16n déu ngimg xay dung, hon nita con
phat hién ra vét tich ctia nhiéu tran d6 sat 16n, c6 nha khao ¢ hoc da chi ra day co 1€ 1a chién tranh
bung n6 trén dién 16n. Con bai sir ca ciia nguoi Kukuer khong phai cling noi, chién tranh & phuong
Bic lam t6 tién cta ho phai chay vé phuong Nam hay sao? Néu Cudng Ba thiéu gia nhd khong nham,
thi bén ndm katun béng tdm mudi1 ndm lich cua ching ta, dai khai bon ho da di duoc churng éy tho1
gian, bon ho dén noi va xay dung Bach thanh dai khai vao khoang cudi thé ky thir murdi. Ma trén thuc
t&, chinh trong thoi gian nay dé qudc Inca tir mot bo lac nguyén thiy khong co bat ctr ghi chép gi trong



lich str bong dot nhién tré nén phon thinh. Pi vai vi hoang dé Manco Capac cua dé qubc Inca, dén
tan bay gid ngudi ta van con tranh ludn, ¢ ngudi noéi khoang chirmg ndm 1200 ong ta méi bat dau xdy
dung mot qudc gia 16n manh, ciing c6 ngudi ndi khoang nim 1000 dng ta di bat dau bién Inca thanh
mot dé qudc hung cudng. Toi phat hién ra chd ndy c6 mot diém nghi van, chinh 13 vua Inca thtr nhat va
vua Inca thir tdim dung chung mot tén, c6 1€ day 1a 1y do gy ra hai tram ndm sai biét nay. To61 thi tdn
d6ng quan diém dau tién, boi vi & day c6 mot van dé, van minh ctia ngudi Inca va ngudi Maya khong
gidng nhau, khong phai 13 tich ldiy phat trién dan dan, ma dot nhién roi tir trén troi xudng. Trong than
thoai truyén thuyét ctia bon ho ciing miéu ta ding nhu vay. TO tién clia nguoi Inca khi ay van dang
trong tinh trang hdn loan mong mudi, an 16ng & 15, hang ngay ctr troi sang 1a lai toa ra khap ndi rimg
tim kiém thirc dn. Va thin Yinawea (trc Viracocha) da dén nhan gian, day cho ho tAt ca moi diéu.
Ciing trong thoi ky ndy, vi than Yinawea d0, ciing dén lam khach & chd nguoi Kukuer, chinh 13 vi
Yinawea da nhic nhd bon ho ay, chi tiéc 1a Cudng Ba thiéu gia khong nhd dugc ndi dung khuc giira,
béng khong, chiing ta da 1ién hé céac sy kién nay v&i nhau duge roi. Thé ndo, doan lich sir nay duoc
chip va lai cling hoan chinh ra phét phai khong?”

Puong Man nging 1én khoi dong sach vd, vudt qua loa mai toc r6i, bd sung thém: “Thuc ra Nhac
Duong chua ndi vao trong diém, két qua nghién ciru ctia bon em 1, nén van minh Maya dot nhién tiéu
vong vao khoang thé ky thir mudi. Su thue 1a khi nguoi TAy Ban Nha dén chau My, nhitng ngudi Maya
d6 da quén mat nén vian minh ciia t6 tién minh ma dang song cudc séng ctia ngudi nguyén thity roi. Con
nén vin minh Inca thi d6t ngot ndi 1én tir thé ky thir muoi. Trude thoi gian do, lich st cta ho gan nhu
1a khong thé nao khao ctru duge. Vi vay nhiing tri thirc vin minh ctia thoi ky nay thanh ra rat gibng nhu
nguo1 ngoai hanh tinh da day cho bon ho. Dya theo than thoai va truyén thuyét cua nguoi Inca, than
Viracocha 12 mot nhan vi dai gin nhu Than Nong cta Trung Qudc ching ta vy, ngai dd dén Nam My
vao thoi diém d6, dong thoi dé lai than tich ¢ khap noi trén dai lyc.”

Nhin cap mit van Ién nhitng tia mau ctia Pudng Man, Trac Moc Cudng Ba 13y 1am 4y nay khong
yén. Ga tirng khuyén Man Man ding lao tAm qua stre, gid ho van con dang trong thoi ky hoi phuc, can
phai cha ¥ dén sirc khoe ctia minh trude nhat, nhung Puong Man di tra 101: “Strec em yéu, lac 1én
duong khong thé gitp gi cho moi ngudi, nhung tra ctru tu lidu thi em van lam duoc. Véi lai, ca gido
su ciing khong nghi ngoi, em tré hon 6ng nhiéu, néi gi thi em ciing hoc qua 16p y ta roi ma...”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba cuodi cuoi, ndi: “Theo nhu moi ngud1 ndi, vay thi vi than Yinawea kia, chinh
1a st gia TAy Tang ctia chung ta vugt bién dén Nam My roi.”

“Chang 18& lai khong a?”” Nhac Duong voi ndi: “Anh xem nhitng doan miéu ta vé than Viracocha di:
c6 mot dam tin d6 trung thanh ludn di theo ngai, con cdé mdt con minh tha ky la lic ndo cling & bén
canh ngai, manh thu c6 dau 16n, bon chan nhu su tir... Cuong Ba thiéu gia, ddy rd rang chinh 13 ho vé

cua Co Cach va Chién ngao con gi.”



Trac Moc Cudng Ba cudi khé: “Vay nguoi Tay Ban Nha dd miéu ta vi thin nay nhu thé nao?
Nhitng gi ho néi c6 lién quan chit gi dén Tang toc dau, trong ghi chép cua ho thi thin Viracocha phai
13 ngudi chau Au c6 lan da triang boc, séng mili cao, toc xanh, hon nita con cé thuyét con cho rang,
than Viracocha rat giong vi Thanh tong d6 Bartholomew(1) va Thanh Thomas, cdu giai thich thé nao
day?”

“Tbi cho rang Nhac Duong noi khong sai dau.” Lic ndy, gido su Phuong TAn mdi ding 18n ndi,
“Ché quén cau danh ngdn nay, lich sir do ké chién thing viét nén, ngudi TAy Ban Nha miéu ta thin
Viracocha giong nhu Thuong dé ngudi da trang, d6 1a vi ho 1a nhirng ké xam lugc dau tién chinh phuc
nén van minh Inca, nhung su thue thi, ching ta ¢6 thé tim thdy rat nhiéu so hd trong nhitng chi tiét nho
nhit ndy. Chang han, vé trong than Viracocha, ngudi TAy Ban Nha da miéu ta thé nay, ‘Than hinh ngai
cao 16n, rau dai hon mdt gang tay, 4o dai rong rai, dang nhu 4o banh t6 hodc ao cha x1r, phu kin hai
chan. Tugng than dat theo mdt con di thi, dang hinh ky la xwa nay chua tirng thay bao gid, bon chan
nhu chan su tir; birc twrong than nay rat gidng véi hinh trgng Thanh tong d6 ciia ching ta (nguoi Tay
Ban Nha), noi mot cach chinh xac thi giéng v6i Thanh tong do Bartholomew, béi vi trong hinh twong
cua thanh c6 ma quy bam dudi chan, ma thdn Viracocha nay thi lai dét theo mdt con di thi chua ai
trong thiy bao gio.” La mdt diéu 1 nhitng btrc tuong than va cac kién trac nay di bi nguoi TAy Ban
Nha pha hoai hét, nghe dau 1a dé triét dé tiéu diét tin ngudng ctia ngudi Inca, sau d6 truyén ba dao Co
Péc. Néu vi thin d6 rat gibng v6i Thanh tong d6 ctia ho, vy thi ddy co thé noi 1a than tich hét sirc co
loi cho viéc cho viéc truyén gido, cd sao phai hiy di 1am gi? Con nita, mdt nguyén nhan rat quan trong
khién nguo1 Tay Ban Nha cho réng vi than di lai chén thé tuc nay 1a mot tin dd Co Pbe giao, chinh l1a
vi ho tim théy rat nhiéu chi thap trong cac dién tho than Viracocha, ho cho réng day la dAu tich than
luru lai khi truyén ba gido 1y Co Déc, chi c6 diéu ky thut tha cong ngudi ban dia qua té, chit thap nao
cling bi van veo khong ngay ngan. Cau xem thtr nhitng chit thap ma ho phat hién coi, ddy 1a hinh chup
vat thuc ma Chinh pha Peru con luu giit day.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba ngd vao man hinh may tinh cua gido su Phuong Tan, chir thap ngoac do rd
rang la I€ch sang mot phia, ga kinh ngac kéu 1én: “Day la... chit Van ngugc ma!”

Gido su Phuong Tan cuoi cuodi: “Pay la ky hiéu ‘ung trong’, tit nhét thi so véi chir thap, cai vat
ndy giéng ky hiéu ‘ung trong’ hon dting khong. Néu cai ndy van chua néi 1én diéu gi, cdu xem thém cai
ndy nita, ddy ciing 1a vat Chinh phu Peru cat giit, 1a dao phau thuat hinh chit ‘T’ cia nén van minh Inca,
nghe néi thuidt md dau ctia ngudi Inca hét sire tién tién, cAu xem thém tdm anh nay di...”

Trén man hinh hién ra hai tim anh den tréng dat canh nhau, con dao hinh chit ‘T’ trong hai tAm anh,
ngoai kich c¢& va do nét ra thi gan nhu 1a giong y hét, Trac Moc Cudng Ba nghi hodc hoi: “Pay 1a...”

Giao su Phuong Tan giai thich: “Trong tim anh nay 1a dung cu phau thuit da duoc sir dung & Tay
Tang ¢6 tir hon mot nghin ndm trude, gio dugce ct giir trong B Pat La cung. Thuc té 12 mot bo dung



cu phau thuat hoan chinh nghe dau c6 hon mot trim loai dao khac nhau, day chi 1a mot trong sb do.
Mic du t6i khong hiéu biét nhiéu 13m vé ky thuat y hoc cta Tay Tang c6 dai, nhung nhin nhitng dung
cu phau thudt ny, c6 thé thdy thanh tuu y hoc thoi Ay khong hé don gian. Con y hoc phuong Tay luc 4y
thi sao? Bon ho bi ton gido dé nén ap birc, trai qua hon mot ngan nim trong bong t6i, y hoc chau Au
phai mai dén thoi ky Phuc hung thé ky mudi 1am, mudi sdu mdi bat dau phuc hoi va phat trién.”

Pén gio Trac Moc Cudng Ba méi bt dau nghiém tac dé y. Ga nhin chdm cham vao hai céi goi 1a
dao phﬁu thuat trén man hinh. Ga khong hé biét Tay Tang tho1 xua rot cude co k¥ thuat chira bénh gi,
nhung hai con dao nay qua thyc 13 rat giéng nhau. Chi nghe gido su Phuong Tan & bén canh chim réi
noi tiép: “Thuc ra, ching ta con ¢ thé tim thiy mot sé dau mbi trong truyén than thoai nira. Than tich
ctia vi than vi dai nay duoc luu lai trong rat nhiéu phién ban truyén than thoai khac nhau, ma phé bién
nhat 13 su tich than Viracocha c6 thé thao tang ngon ltra. Ngai gan nhu c6 thé triéu ra ngon ltra bat cir
lac ndo, bat ctr & noi dau, cdu xem di, & day c6 mot cau chuyén than thoai ké thé nay...”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba nhin tu liéu gido su Phuong Tan vira cho hién 1én man hinh may tinh, day la
mot ban ghi chép cua ngudi Tay Ban Nha, bén canh ¢ ban dich: “Mot hom, ngai dén mot ngdi lang
nho tén 14 Kacha ¢ ving Kanashu... Nhitng nguoi séng quanh d6 chéng ddi ngai, dong thoi uy hiép sé
dung d4 dap chét. Bon ho thay ngai quy xudng, gio hai tay 1én troi, dudng nhu dang cau xin dang Cao
xanh ctru minh thoat khoi hiém nguy. Ngudi Anh diéng ké rang, ding vao luc Ay, ho trong thiy mot
quang ltra tir trén troi giang xubng, vay xung quanh ho. T4t thay déu so run bin, chay dén trudc mit
nguoi ho vira mubn giét hai, cau xin dugc khoan dung tha thtr... Ngai lién ra 1énh mot tiéng, Itra troi1
lap tire tit nghm.”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan ngudc mit nhin Trac Moc Cuong Ba: “C6 rat nhiéu miéu ta twong ty nhu vay
& cac phién ban khac nhau. Co thé néi vi than vi dai nay diéu khién ngon lira vo cuing tai tinh. Nhung
néu nghi theo mot hudng khac, chung ta khong tin 1a c6 than linh, néu ndi d6 khong phai 1a than tich,
vay thi c6 thé 1a gi chu?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba nghiéng nghiéng dau, phai nghi ngoi mot lic méi hiéu ra, kinh ngac kéu 1én:
“Thudc sung, thudc sung!”

Gido su Phuong Tan git dau: “Dung vay, phai biét 13, dén thé ky mudi hai, mudi ba, ki thudt ché
tao thubc sting méi dugc ngudi A rap truyén ba dén phuong Ty, khi vi than vi dai kia dat chan 1én
dai luc chiu MY, ngudi phuong Tay con chua biét thude sting 14 cai gi nita co. Ma luc ay ky thuat ché
thudc stng da duoc Van Thanh cong chia truyén dén Tay Tang hon mot trim nim roi, hoan toan c6 thé
duoc cai tién ma bién thanh ky tich trong tay vi than kia. Ngoai ra con mot sb ching tich than thoai
khac nira. Chéng han, nguo1 Inca khang khang néi réng, vi than vi dai da day ho viét chir, chi 13 sau
nay quén di mat thoi, t0 tién cua ho ciing tirng viét chit 18n 14 cay va vo cay, nhung két qua ciing giong

nhu cac di san van hi€én cua Maya, toan by déu bi giao si Tay Ban Nha cho mot moi 1tra dot sach s€.



Khi ay & phuong Tay dung phuong thirc viét chir 1én cudn da dé, con loai phuong thitc gian tién viét
1én vo cdy 1a cdy nay mic du khéng phai khoi ngudn tir Tdy Tang, nhung lac 4y dang rat thinh hanh &
Tay Tang ching ta.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba lai thém mdt phen kinh ngac nita: “Bbi diép kinh!” D6 1a phuong thirc sao
chép tir An Do truyén qua, kinh van duoc chép 18n 14 cay va vo cay. Phuong thirc ndy duoc mot sb ton
gi4o bao ton, van con sir dung mai dén tan thé ky muoi sau, tham chi 1a dén ngay nay & mot s6 noi.

“Con ntra, tir phuong thirc sinh hoat va tap tuc cta cu dan, chiung ta cling co thé nhan ra mbi quan
hé giita ho v&i Tay Tang. Toi nghi chic cdu cling chua quén 18 té va nhiing chi tiét trong cung cach
sinh hoat ctia ngudi Kukuer dung khong. Thyec té 13, hau hét cac dan tdc & chiu My déu stng bai linh
vat, déu tho cling nhitng tang ¢4 mau tring...” Trac Mdc Cudng Ba duong nhién khong thé nio quén
duoc, nhitng ngdy song & lang ctia nguoi Kukuer 13 nhitng ngay gi nhé rd nhat.

“Phai rdi, con cai kia nita, giao su, cho Cuong Ba thiéu gia xem di.” Nhac Duong suc nho ra diéu
gi d6, lién kéu 1én. Nhin Trac Moc Cuong Ba dang ngan nguoi ra, anh chang va Puong Man cting mim
cudi, dudng nhu d tim thay tu 1iéu gi d6 rat dic biét. Chi thiy gido sw Phwong Tén click chudt mot
cai, trén man hinh may tinh lién xuit hién mdt birc hoa v& hinh chién si Anh diéng, dau cidm 16ng chim
ung, mic t6 d6 tham, chi c6 diéu phuc strc khong gidng ngudi Anh diéng lam, trude nguc deo vong co
bang lam ngoc, tay cam mot thir vii khi ky di, bén dudi dudng nhur c6 ngwa, nhung da bi hong mat, hon
nira ngoai diém burc hoa nay den kit, nhu ¢c6 dau vét bj dot chay vay.

“Cudng Ba thiéu gia. Cau nghi birc bich hoa ndy ¢ dau ra vay?” Dudng nhu mudn danh d6 Trac
Moc Cuong Ba, Nhac Duong khong doi gido su Phuong T4n Ién tiéng, dd nhanh nhau héi trudc.

“Pay... day khong phai ngud1 Anh diéng sao?”” Trac Mdc Cuong Ba dap, du sao thi ga cling trong
thay nhiéu 1an trén tivi roi.

“Ha ha.” Duong nhu biét Trac Moc Cuong Ba s€ tra 101 sai, Nhac Duong cuoi cuoi noi, “Qua
nhién dung nhu t61 nghi.”

Giao su Phuong Tan & bén canh mim cuoi: “Pay 14 bich hoa trong B6 Pat La cung.”

“B9... BS, BS Pat La cung!” Trac Moc Cuong Ba do ngudi ra.

“Cau ciing biét B6 Pat La cung tirng bi ngon 1tra chién tranh huy hoai hai 1an, btrc bich hoa nay
chinh 1 dao 1én duoc trong déng hoang phé khi tring tu B6 Pat La cung lan thir hai. Birc v& nay, 1a
chién binh Thd Phdn c6 dai.” Nhin Trac Méoc Cuong Ba hoan toan do dan, gido su Phuong Tan lai bo
sung, “tdm anh ndy do t6 chuyén gia cung cp, tuyét ddi co thé tin trdng duoc. Hon nira trong cac sach
su cling viét rat rd rang roi, chién binh Thd Phon ¢b dai thich dung mau d6 sim boi mit, thich cam
16ng chim ung 1én dau dé to uy vo, ddy mdi 1a dang vé nguyén ban ctia ho. Khi Van Thanh cong chua
vao dat Tang con bi dang vé nay ctia ho doa cho khoc toang 1én. Puong thu viét 1a cong chiia khong
thich, 1am Tan thd phai ra 1énh thay d6i; vé sau khi tring tu B6 Pat La cung, chién si Tho Phon trén



bich hoa déu mic 4o giap, 1ong chim ciing cam trén mil giap, nhin bé ngoai trong nhu binh si nha

Duong vay.”

1. Hay con goi ld Thanh Nathanael, mot trong 12 tong d6 ctia Jesus.



Chién huy

Trac Moc Cudng Ba ngan ngudi ra mit ca phit dong hd méi tinh tio trd lai, voi hoi ngay: “Pay,
day chinh 13 chién binh Thé Phén, c6, c6 phai Pao quan Anh sang khong?”

“Unm, chic 1a khong phai dau, Pao quan Anh sang ma lat ma A La néi bi an nhu vay, chéc 1a khong
xuat hién trén nhitng noi cong chiing déu thdy nhu 13 bich hoa dau.” Gido su Phuong Tén giai thich, roi
ndi tiép, “A, phai roi, chiung ta bo quén di mat, chinh 13 & trong ling tim ctia qudc vuong dudi dia
cung Maya 4y...” Gido su vira noi, vira cho hién 1én cac tu liéu chup duoc duéi dia cung. Rt nhanh
chong, man hinh dung lai ¢ hinh anh canh ctra d4 hinh tam giac. Birc phu di€u trén ctra da kia, 1a mot
ngudi dat con quai thu. Lic d6 khong ai chil y dén, nhung bay gio, khi di biét dén than Viracocha va
quai tht ngai dat theo, biét dén st gia vuot dudng xa sang tin chiu My va chién ngao cta ong ta, tat ca
nhirng thir nay, déu da thanh ra khac han roi.

Vi than vi dai nay khong hé mic trang phuc an si nhu tong d6 trong truyén thuyét, ma chi khoat mot
chiéc 40 choang rong thing thinh bén ngoai, khong hoan toan giéng v4i Tang bao ngay nay. Ngai cd
rau ram, c6 diéu néu 1a mot ngudi da vuot qua Thai Binh Duong, hinh dong nhu vy ciing c6 thé coi 1a
tinh thin quic thudc 1am roi. Quan trong nhét chinh 13, hinh nguoi trén birc phu diéu nay tuyét d6i
khong gidng ngudi Tay Ban Nha miéu ta. Cai gi ma ngudi da trang mili cao, tran cao, mat sau? Nhin
btrc hoa nay, ngai giéng v4i mot nguoi Trung A nhiéu hon. Rat hién nhién, lac Ay cac nghé nhan diéu
khic ngudi Maya van chua 1am dat dén trinh d6 hoan my, thé hién ca hinh voc 13n than thai.

Con mot chi tiét nira 1a quai tha trong tay than. Dich thuc, lac Ay nd khong thu hit dugc su cha
ctia Trac Moc Cuong Ba, boi vi qua 1 né khong gidng v6i chd ngao Tay Tang cho 1am. Nhin k¥ lai,
no6 con giong voi ky 1an trong truyén thuyét ctia Trung Qubc cb dai hodc su tir Trung Qudc hon nhiéu.
Pau con quéi thii ndy hoi vudng, hai mat 16i han ra ngoai, miéng gan nhu chiém dén mot nira cai dau,
trong miéng 16m chdm rang nanh sac nhon, so sanh ra thi tai va mii déu khong ro rang 1am. Nguoi tho
tht cong khong tac quai thu co bo 16ng dai giong chd ngao Tay Tang ngay nay, nhung bo da 16ng giéng
nhu 40 bo sat minh kia lai cang 1am ndi dudng nét than thé ctia nd. Phuong phap diéu khic nay khién
ngudi tho duong nhién ton cong strc nhiéu hon. Tét ca, nhitng co thit chic nich nhu trdu bo, dudng
cong wu my nhu bao sin, déu duoc thé hién ki cang vo ké. Con quai thi dimg bén canh, cao ching
ngang hong ngudi, ndi bon chan nhu chan su tir that khong sai chut nao, dudi ban tay got gitia khéo 160
ctia ngudi tho, trong co cam gidc nhur bat ¢t lic ndo nd ciing c6 thé dang van gia vii vat 1én troi vay.
Trac Moc Cudng Ba khong sao kiém ché ndi cho ngon tay khoi run 18n ban bat, ddy chinh 1a chién

ngao hay sao? Chién ngao trong truyén thuyét d6 sao?



Nhac Duong ngdi bén canh ciing binh luan: “Hinh khac ny nhin thé ndo cling khong giéng nguoi da
trang dung khong? Pung khong, gido su?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba dinh than lai, hoi tiép: “Con thoi gian, co trung hop véi thoi gian trong lich st
Cb Cach khong?”

Gio su Phuong Tan néi: “Pay ciing chinh 13 viéc chung ta dang phai kiém chimg. Trong cac tu
liéu chiing ta c6 duoc thi tu 1iéu lién quan dén C6 Cach 13 nhiéu nhat, vi vy t6i du dinh thoi gian t6i
day, tam tho1 gac van dé lich st di cu va thoi quén nudi cho cua bd toc Kukuer sang mot bén, chi
trong nghién ctru lich sit C6 Cach. Xét cho cung thi TAy Tang ciing 14 noi chiing ta can tra xét. Lién
quan dén vi than ndy, ching t6i con tra dugc kha nhiéu tu lidu nira, déu hoan toan co thé di dén két
ludn rang ngai y lién quan dén T4y Tang hodc c6 thé n6i 1a vin minh Trung Nguyén, chang han nhu co
quan cong trinh hoc, y hoc, chan nudi gia suc, thuat luyén kim. Tu li€u déu & day, cau co thé ty xem
lay ciing duoc.”

Man hinh may tinh bat dau tun un xuat hién céc loai but tich va vin ban chép tay. Mdi doan chép tay
déu 13 nhitng miu than thoai Inca khéc nhau. ..

“Tai hoa khuing khiép tua dai hong thity nhan chim ca mat dat, vang duong bién mat, thé giéi chim
vao bong dém. Pat troi dai loan, con ngudi séng gitta hon mang, & minh tran nhu lodi da nhan. Ngoai
cac hang nai, bon ho khong con bat ctr chén nao dung than. Hang ngay ho bo ra khoi hang dong, tan di
khip ving ndi rirng tim kiém thtrc an. Dung luc iy, dot nhién c6 mot nguoi tir phuwong Nam xuit hién,
than hinh cao 16n, trang trong ma uy nghiém, phap luc v6 cling, ¢6 thé bién nai non thanh song sudi,
gitra song subi dung nii dung non. ..

“Viracocha thay d6i tat ca. Ngai khai sang ra mot thoi dai hoang kim kéo dai bén virng dé con chau
doi doi mii ghi on. Khong chi co vay, tat ca truyén thuyét déu nhat tri cho riang, ngdi mang trai tim
trach troi thwong dan ma thue hién st ménh truyén ba van minh cta minh, trir khi gip phai trudng hop
van bat dac di, bang khong ngai tuyét doi khong dung dén vo luc. Ngai din dat tig bude, doc stre
thuc hién, truyén thu tr1 thirc va k¥ nang cho tram ho, cho ho mdt cudc séng van minh giau c6. Pac biét
khong thé ndo quén 1a ngai 3 mang dén cho Peru cac ki ning trji bénh, thut luyén kim, canh ndng,
chin nuoi gia suc, vin ty (ngudi Inca ndi thin Viracocha timg day ho, nhung doi sau d3 quén mat).
Ngai con day cho bon ho nguyén 1y kién trac va cong trinh. ..

“Ngudi nay di tir Nam dén Bic, doc dudng khong ngirng sang tao ra cac ky tich, sau nay khong con
ai nhin thay ngai nita. D4u chan ngai dé lai rat nhiéu noi. Ngai day moi nguoi phai séng ra sao, 15i
ngai noi 1ac ndo cling tran tré tinh yéu va thién chi. Ngai khuyén bao con ngudi phai yéu thuong 1an
nhau, chtr khong duoc tan hai 1an nhau, d6i voi van vt treen thé gian déu phai tir bi bac 4i. Ngudi ¢
khap moi noi déu goi ngai 13 Viracocha. ..

“Ngai la nha khoa hoc, 1a kién trc su ¢ k¥ thuat cao si€u, 1a nha diéu khic, 1a cong trinh su. Ngai



khai hoa rudng bac thang ¢ lung chirng nii, tu bd cac con dé dé giit vitng rudng dong; ngai dao kénh
dao murong din nudc twdi dong... dong thoi ngai cling 1a thay gido va thiy lang, ngai 14 ctru tinh cua
tram dan trong con hoan nan. Tuong truyén, ngai chi can dung c6 va 1a cay ciing chita duoc tit ca bénh
tat, ngai dung mot thir cong cu ky quai 1am cho ngudi mu thay lai anh sang...”

V6 s6 nhirng cau chuyén than thoai 4y da vé nén trong tim tri Trac Moc Cudng Ba mot nhan vat hét
strc rd rang m&i mé. Ngai dén tir bién 16n, dugc goi 1a Bot song cua bién khoi, cudi cing ngai lai tro
vé voi bién, khong ai biét ngai da di dau. Tét ca than tich ma ngai thé hién, dan dan da chuyén bién
thanh mot nén van minh c6 dai huy hoang trong tim hudng ctia Trac Moc Cuong Ba. Nhirng ki thuat
van minh 4y, ¢ thir bat nguén tir Trung Nguyén, cé thir ngon nguon ¢ nudc An P9, song chung quy lai
déu gin véi Viracocha. Cac dau tich ching t6 mot diu rang, st gia dén tir mot nén van minh phat trién
béc cao, mang theo nhitng kién thirc khoa hoc k¥ thuat tién tién nhat thoi bay gio, du dé khién ngudi
Inca nguyén thily goi 1a than tich. Ma trong giai doan ay, vin minh phuong Tay dang trong mdt mé ho
d6 lac hau, chi c6 phuong Pong xa x6i than bi c6 mot vuong triéu vi dai dang dimg trén dinh cao phat
trién clia thé gid1, lai ton tai thém mot vuong triéu khac du stre sanh vai véi vuong triéu kia. Hai
vuong triéu 16n 4y dung hop véi nhau mot cach hoan my vé cac mit vin hoa va kién thirc khoa hoc ki
thuat, tao ra mot vung dat tudng nhu chi co trong than thoai, dugc goi la... Bac Ba La! Song nhirng
diéu nghi hosic ma vi than vi dai ma than bi ndy mang dén cho Trac Mdc Cudng Ba ciing nhiéu y nhu
nhu than tich cua ngai vay. Ngai dén chdu My vao thoi gian ndo, bién mit trr bao gid? S ménh cua
ngai 13 gi? Trong mudi ba nim Ay ngai da 1am nhitng gi? Su suy bai cta nén vin minh Maya va su noi
1én ctia van minh Inca c6 that sy lién quan dén ngai hay khong? Tai sao ngai lai 1am nhu vay? Mot
minh ngai bang cach ndo ma 1am hét tat ca nhitng diéu ay? Quan trong nhat chinh 13, tai sao ngai lai
mang Tda thanh dugc anh sang téa chiéu dén chiu My r6i chon vui trong dia cung? Rt cude 13 vi 1y
do gi? Trac Mgc Cuodng Ba chim vao suy tu.

Trong biét thy & ngoai 6 Philadenphia, tim gidy vé ban d6 ctia Merkin da ¢ thém kha nhiéu tir
tiéng Tang dugc dich ra. Bon y da xac minh dugc kiéu chir nay la kiéu chir “chudi hat” trong tiéng
Tang, thoat nhin giéng nhu mdt chudi hat; chuyén gia n6i, day c6 18 1a kiéu chir chudi hat nhé. Kiéu
chit ndy gian tién rat thich hop dé viét toc ky, sau khi duoc sang tao ra vao cudi thé ky thir tam, timng
mot do rat dugce cac nha dich thuat thoi d6 hoan nghénh. C6 diéu nd ciing bién mat sau su kién diét
Phat, dén gio ngudi hiéu duoc khong con nhiéu nita.

Merkin cdu ctru khip noi, cudi cing cling coi nhu dd boc tach duoc nhitng nét ay ra, coi nhu da
gial dugc mat ma, vi tiéng Tang la loai van tu c6 chir cai, chi can tim dugc cac miu tyu tuong g voi
tirng ky hiéu, viéc giai mi sau d6 rat dé dang roi. Nhung luc nay, Merkin dang nhin cic dia danh trén
tAm gidy v& ban do ma phat rau ri. Y thd dai ndi vdi Soares: “Van tu thi khong van dé gi, xem ra

ngudi vE ban d6 khong hé c6 ¥ gidu giém, miu chdt ndm & cac dia danh trén day kia. Dichra... cha...



sao lai thé duoc nhi, dudng nhu t61 chura nghe noi dén dja danh nao ca.”

TAm ban d6 ndy co thé noi 1a hét sirc ti mi. Merkin va Soares di dic biét tham khao qua cac chuyén
gia ky hiéu hoc va chuyén gia ban db. Bon ho déu n6i tim ban d6 nay thé hién hét strc day du tri tué
cua nguo1 xua. SOong ngoi, nui non, thanh tran, déu v& hét stre rd rang chi tiét, lai con co ky hi¢u dé
biéu thi 16n nhd: mdt chidm tron chic 13 don vi nhd nhat, vong tron 16n hon mot chut, hinh tam giac lai
cang 1on nira, khung vudng 13 16n nhat, chit “van” ngugc 1a biéu thi than thanh. Sau nhitng ky hiéu 4y 1a
mot hang dia danh dugc ndi lién v4i nhau bang dudng chi manh mau den.

Ngay tir ¢au bon y da nhan ra dudng chi den ¢ giira 4y din dén mot noi goi 1a “dinh than son™.
Nguyén nhan Merkin va Soares c6 thé nhan ra ngay lap tirc 1a béi mot nhanh ctia song Nhi L6 Tang
B4 vuon tdi day, & dau nguon danh dau 1 “nude trén dinh nai chay xuéng”, dén gan duong chi den thi
thanh “nudc chay ra trong miéng con ngua tot”; phia trén bén phai 1a mot noi goi 1a “dén chd nay thi
rat vui”, xung quanh c6 miy ngon nai tén goi 1an lugt 1a “Tuyét Lap Cau Tuyét Son”, “Pai Mau Loc
Tuyét son” (nti Huou Cai Lon), “Ma Dién Diéu Chily than son” (nti Mat Ngua Mo Chim); phia dudi
bén trai 12 “Nti Nhoé Do Am Thanh”, xudng nita 13 “Than Nir Phong”, c4i nay thi Merkin biét, chinh 13
Chomolungma va song Nhi L Tang B6 ma Merkin c6 thé xac dinh noi nay dai khai 1a ving phu can
huyén Dinh Két cua Trung Qudc ngay nay, nhung duong danh dau trén ban do cudi cung chi dan dén
nhitng dia danh kha xa la, Merkin nhin ciing danh bo tay khong biét phai lam sao.

Soares lai cho réng trinh d§ phién dich cua Merkin c6 van dé. Nhin bo dang mdt 0 may chau cua
d6ng bon, y nhic nhd: “Pung chi cht ¥ dén nhitng noi heo hit ay, trude tién lam rd phuong vi da, phai
r0i, cai ky hiéu & goc trén ciing bén phai kia, liéu c6 phai ngu y chi phuong huéng hay khong?”

“Khong, khong phai,” Merkin khang dinh, “toi d hoi chuyén gia ky hiéu hoc, ho bao rang ky hiéu
ndy, ciing gidng nhu logo cta Benz, hay BMW thoi nay thoi, chi 1a mot tiéu chi, mot thir logo.” Noi thi
noi vay, nhung y van luc lai trong 6c nhitng gi chuyén gia kia giai thich. ..

“Ong Merkin, 6ng cling biét, 1inh vuc t6i nghién ctru la ky hiéu hoc cua Tay Au va chau My, cho
nén toi chi c6 thé dua theo nhitng gi tim hiéu dugc trong linh vuc cia minh ma dua ra giai thich cho
nhitng ky hiéu phuong Pong c6 xua nay thoi nhé.”

“Ong 1a chuyén gia c6 uy tin nhét, t6i tin rang cach giai thich ctia 6ng nhét dinh c¢6 sy hop 1y va
chic chin cta riéng no.”

“Chung ta bat dau tir chit Van nguoc nay. O phuong Ty ching ta, chit Van twong trung cho anh
sang, chinh nghia va Bach ma thuat. Bach ma thuat tirc 1a loai sirc manh ma phap mang dén hy vong,
ctru v6t ching sinh nhan loai dy. Biéu twong don gian nhat chinh 12 chit van xudi theo chiéu kim dong
ho. Y nghia thuc ctia nd chinh la tuan theo quy luat tu nhién, chéng han thién nhién c6 bon mua xuin ha
thu dong, con ngud1 phai trai qua sinh 1ao bénh tir. Con chit Van thi trai nguoc lai, chinh 1a hién than

cua bong t61, ta 4c va Hac ma thuat, duoc sang tao ra dé di nguoc lai quy luat cua ty nhién. Héic ma



thuat la sirc manh ma phap dai biéu cho su pha hoai, hity di¢t va thon tinh tat ca. Hic ma thudt v&i biéu
twong xoay nguoc chiéu kim dong hd, di tir anh sang truy lac xubng bong dém am u, tir c6t khd bién
thanh Ong gia, tir ong gia bién thanh tré nho, roi lai tr tré nhé bién thanh dtra bé so sinh, cudi cing trd
vé trang thai chua sinh ra trén doi trong bung me. An ¥ ma nguoi thiét ké mudn giri gam vao biéu
twong chinh 14 khat vong c6 dugc linh hon vinh sinh bat diét, dong thoi vinh vién sé hitu cam tri, vinh
vién di lai trén nhan thé, loai trur tAt ca cAc nhan to tiéu cuc nhu dau don, tudi tac, gia yéu, b1 thuong.
Pay 1a ham nghia cta ky hiéu chit Van nguoc theo phuong Tay ching ta, muyc tiéu 1 tim kiém s& hiru
sttc manh c6 thé huy diét tit ca bén trong mot than thé mii mai tré trung manh khoe. O phuong Tay
chung ta, c6 mot sb ton gido cuc doan tho phung chit Van ngugc, chinh vi theo dudi ¥ nghia tugng
trung mo ho cua ky hiéu niy ma ho ton Satan 1én 1am chu than, an thit ubng méau tré so sinh, giao tap
v6i cac loai manh thu, dwa céc trinh nit thuan khiét hodc ngudi 1am cong trong nha thd 18n ban té.
Nhung dé cho ky hiéu nay gy chan dong khap nim chau bon bién, lai 1a mot vi nguyén tha thoi Thé
chiénll...”

“Chung ta n6i tiép vé ky hiéu bén trén nhé. Mic ké no 1a dau dé, dau bo hay dau s6i, ding nhu ong
thay day, nd trong c6 vé rat hung 4c, thoat nhin rat cudng dai. Ma néu dy dtng 1 du séi thi... dic
tinh cta so6i 1a gi chr? Hung tan — chac han 14 tir ngir ddu tién ma ching ta nghi dén rdi phai khong,
chang nhitng vé bé ngoai hung hing, ma ca ban tinh ctia chiing ciing hét strc tan bao, hung hing cang
thém hung hing con gi... Toi c¢6 biét mot sé dan toc nguyén thiy Tay Au chon soi 1am vat td (totem),
nhirng thir ho dung totem nay truyén day lai cho con chau doi sau chang gi khac ngoai chién tranh,
cudp doat va chém giét. Trén thuc té, thdi c6 c6 rat nhiu dang cudp khién nguoi ta nghe ma kinh hon
tang dom, déu sur dung s6i1 lam biéu tuong ca. Thé nhung, mot cai dau s6i, bén dudi thém mot cai ky
hiéu chit Van nguoc gin lién thi sao? Suy doan dira trén y nghia bé ngoai ctia ky hiéu, thi d6 chinh 1a
chi... chia té hung tan cua bong d€m den t6i, s& hitu strc manh huy diét, pha hoai, 14n 4t nudt churng tat
c4, dong thoi, con mang sttc manh nay luu lai chdn nhin gian mot thoi gian dai!”

“Kha kha, dng Merkin, 6ng cing thiang qua roi day, chd ndn nong, nghe t6i noi hét di nao, vira niy
t6i mdi ndi dén ¥ nghia bén ngoai. Trén thuc &, ky hidu niy con mot ting nghia nita. Trude tién, hinh
dau mot loai dong vat nao do trong thoi ky vién co xa xua, thuong tuong trung cho mdt dan toc. Con
nguoi thoi cd dai rat yéu ot, thuong khat khao ¢6 dugc strc manh 16n hon, nén nhan luén cac loai dong
vat ¢ sttc manh 1am t6 tién ctia minh. Vi thé méi sinh ra cac bo lac Séi, bod lac Ho, tho phung vat to 1a
dau soi, dau ho. Khi cac bo lac chinh phat 1an nhau, cac totem ciing theo d6 ma pha tron, 1am xuét hién
rat nhiéu hinh twong ky quai. Tuy nhién, c6 mot s6 loai dong vat bi coi 1a ké thu dang gom cta con
ngudi tr thoi vién co, cac hinh v& chung dén gid van con dugc sir dung. Ma séi, thi chinh 1a mdt trong
sb6 do, dugc roi, tom lai dau s6i cé thé coi nhu biéu tuong cua bo tdc, do 1a mdt. Ngoai ra con mot y

nghia nita, anh xem goc ha ctia cai mi¢ng so1 nay, chac phai dén hon bon muroi 1am d¢ dung khong? RO



rang 12 nguoi vé da khoa truong phong dai, 1am n6i bat vii khi sic bén nhat ctia 1ii s6i 1a ham ring
khung khiép. Tai sao phai 1am nhu vay chir? Trong d6 dudmng nhu ¢6 mot sirc manh de doa, ¥ i 1a
khién ngudi ta vira trong thiy da cam thiy khong rét ma run ludn roi. Van dé chinh 13 ¢ day nay, nguoi
v& muén doa khiép ké nao? Trong hoan canh va diéu kién nhu thé ndo méi nhat dinh khién d6i phuong
vira trong thiy da cam thay khiép so roi?”

“Ké thu?”

“Rat chinh xac! Trén thuc &, ky hiéu ndy y nghia bén ngoai nhu t6i vira néi ban niy, thoat nghe c6
vé tan bao bt nhan, nhung néu dem dit vao mot hoan canh khéc, lai tré nén rat hop tinh hop 1y, éy
chinh 13 trén chién trudng d6! Trén chién truong, thir quan doi can chinh 13 sitc manh ndy, phai lam
cho ké thu vira nghe thay tén ho 1a di s¢ v& mat, vira thdy bong ho xuat hién 1a tim dap chan run. Mot
dao quan nhur vay, gan nhu 1a mot dao quan bat bai r6i con gi. Thue ra, noi 1a cudp dudng hay thd phi
cling vay, khi chiing tu tap lai v&i nhau thanh mgt nhom va co ca théng soai chi huy, tirc 1a da thanh ra
mot do1 quan roi, con cai kiéu chia thanh mudi nguo1 mot tiéu doi di cudp cua quan doi, nao co khac
gi cudp dudng thd phi dau, hai thir Ay tuy hai ma mot, tuy mot ma hai. Khi bo lac va thi toc dan dan
tiéu vong, nhudng chd cho mot virong qudc théng nhét hinh thanh, nhirng totem twong trung cho bo lac
va thi toc éy cling dan dan co ¥ nghia moi, chuyén sang dai biéu cho mdt khu vuc ndo dé, hodc mot
canh quin nao d6. Bay gio chiing quay lai voi ky hiéu nay, sé& thdy rat dé hiéu 1a n6 gidng nhu gia huy
ma céc gia toc hién hach thoi Trung c6 & chiu Au chung ta st dung vay. Pong vat tugng trung cho tinh
than va tinh cach cua gia tdc, con ky hiéu mang ¥ nghia ton gido thi twong trung cho mirc d6 tin ngudng
va cong hién ciia gia toc doi véi ton gido. Co gia toc con 1ay dia danh va dic san cta dia phuong dy
1am biéu tuwong gia huy. Vi vay, t6i chic dén tim muoi phan tram rang, day 1a ky hiéu ctia mot gia toc
hodc ddi quan ndo d6 & phuong Pong ¢ dai, trong d6 kha ning 1a ctia doi quan chiém dén bay muoi
phan tram.”

“C0... co kha nang la ky hiéu cua giao phai nao d6 khong?”

“Kha ning nay ha? Um, theo t6i, ban than ky hiéu ndy d4 ta ac nhu thé, chi c6 & trén chién trudng
no6 ma1 phat huy dugce toan b tac dung. Con vé viéc sir dung céc hinh tuong ta 4c 1am huy hi¢u biéu
tuong cho gido phai 1a chuyén ciia sau ndy, khi doi séng tinh thin cia mot s6 ngudi bi hu hoa truy lac
v6i mirc cuc do thi moi xuat hién. It nhat 13 theo nhu nhitng gi t6i biét, gan nhu tat ca cac ton gido thoi
o dai déu hudng thién, bat ké thu doan ctia bon ho tan nhan tanh mui mau thé nao chang nitra, nhung
ban ¥ ctia ho, lai khong giéng nhu nhitng gi ngudi hién dai van tudng tuong dau. Noi di cling phai noi
lai, néu day la huy hi€u cua mét doi quan, vay thi chic han doi quan éy cling tirng c6 mot do huy hoang
choi 1oi r6i, chién huy nay, rat dang so day.”

“Tai sao vay?”

“Néu 6ng tin vao strc manh siéu ty nhién at s& khong thiy ky quai gi nita. Hitler nim 4y, chinh 1a



mot ké cuéng tin vao strc manh si€u tu nhién, huy hi¢u cia dang Nazi chinh 1a dugc chon ra tir cac loai
ky hi¢u ton gido ¢ xua, va duoc coi 1a chién huy c6 strc manh 16n nhét. Trén thue té, chic ong cling
biét, lac chién tranh m&i bt dau quan Puc c6 thuc luc dang so co thé quét sach bach moi luc lugong
can duong. Vi vay moi ndi, néu ky hiéu nay tirng xuét hién trén chién truong, vay thi, doi quan tu tap
bén duoi 1a co éy, chic han 1a mot doi quan bat bai! Trén thuc t&, néu nodi theo quan diém ctia tAim ly
hoc hién dai, ¥ nghia twong trung va dic tinh dan toc cua dat nude Ay, mot ky hiéu tt cho qudc ky,
tham chi con c6 thé thay d6i va van ménh dén toc theo cach nio d6. Pay, ciing chinh 13 ¥ nghia ton tai

cua bo mon ky hiéu hoc chiing t61 d6.”



Chuwong 20:
TAY TANG — MAC THOAT: VUNG PAT BI MAT CUOI CUNG

O dai dét siu trong trung tim, nguy hiém nhat dai hiép cc song Nhi Ld Tang Bé, chinh 13 doan
song dai gan trim cay sb tir Bach Ma Cau Hung di xubng. Khe nuai sau thim u t6i, nuéc chay cudn
cudn, dén gid van chua ai ¢ thé di qua duoc. Chinh vi sy kho khin va nguy hiém y, nén noi ndy goi
l1a “vung dat bi mat cudi cung ctia nhan loai”. Theo sy chi dan ctia tAm ban dd kia, bon Trac Moc

Cuong Ba dang chuan bi dén chinh noi d6 thir van may.



Bi mét lich sir C6 Cach

Lai thém ba tuan nira troi qua, Ba Tang sau khi diéu tri hdi phyc va xudt vién & Colombia d3 lién
lac v&i Lit Canh Nam, chang miy hom da thong qua b Ngoai giao trd vé Trung Qudc. Moi ngudi vira
kinh ngac vira mirng r&. Mic du chuyén bang rimg nguyén sinh ndy c6 thé xem nhu 1a mot that bai 1on,
song du sao cac thanh vién trong nhdm huan luyén dic biét ciing khong ai hy sinh vi nhiém vy ca. Trai
qua su viéc noi rimg hoang ndi thim 1an nay, quan hé giira Ba Tang va cac thanh vién khéc trong nhom
ctia Trac Moc Cuong Ba ciing bat dau trd nén hoa hop hon. Chi ¢6 Trac Moc Cudng Ba 13 ¢6 vé kho
xtr rd rét. Nhitng 101 cua Lir Canh Nam, giong nhu miii dao sac dam thang vao 16ng nguc gi, “Ching
t6i nghi ngd, trong cic anh c6 mot ké mat bao tin tirc ra ngoai.” Sau khi nghe duoc diéu nay, trong 1ong
Trac Moc Cudng Ba d3 ngdm ngam xép hang mirc d tin cay cho tit ca cac thanh vién trong nhom. Ban
than gi cho rang minh s& xép Pudng Man ding dau tién, nhung khi xép nhu thé rdi gi méi nhin ra, du
thé nao, vi tri dau tién van nhat dinh thudc vé thiy gido ciia g, gido su Phuong Tan. Man Mén chi co
thé xép thtr hai. Nhac Duong va Truong Lap déu 1a nguoi trong quin doi, ban than gi ciing hét sirc tin
nhiém hai nguoi nay. Chi c6 minh anh chang Ba Tang nay 13 dédng nghi nhat. Mot khi da nghi ngd nguoi
nao do, Trac Moc Cudng Ba s¢ khong thé nao rin ra dugc mdt nu cudi gia vo thién chi voi ké éy
duoc nita. Khi bat tay voi Ba Tang, anh mat gi 16 rd vé hoai nghi. G4 mién cudng guong cudi noi:
“Tbi biét 1a anh khong dé dang hy sinh nhu vay dugc ma.”

Ba Tang ciing n6i: “Khong ngd rdt cude cac ciu ciing di trude t6i mot budce.”

Theo 101 ké ctia Ba Tang, anh ta bi con 1 cudn vé phia Bic, vi dung phai cdy 16n bi thuong nén mat
hét tri giac, phai nghi ngoi tinh dudng trong bénh vién hon mot thang trdi. Bénh an va mét loat ban bao
c4o vé anh ta ciing dugc Bd Ngoai giao chuyén hét dén tay Lir Canh Nam. Nhiing Trac Moc Cudng Ba
lai phat hi¢n ra mot diéu, chinh 13 da Ba Tang da den sam di, trén nguo1 dudong nhu con mang theo vi
man min am udt cta 216 bién, nhanh nhac mui cua mdt loai nude hoa cao cép nao do. Noéi 1a nghi ngoi
trong bénh vién hon 1 thang, chi bang bao di du lich dau d6 hon mot thang thi gidng hon. Néu suy doan
clia gd ma chinh xac, vay thi kinh phi di du lich cua Ba Tang lay tir dau ra?

Nhin hai nguoi Truong Lap, Nhac Duong tiu tit ké cho Ba Tang nhitng chuyén xay ra sau khi ho lac
nhau, Trac Mdc Cuong Ba khong mubn tién dén qua gan, chi ling 1& ding dudi mot tan cdy. Gido su
Phuong Tan nhan ra vé lo du cua ga, ben héi: “Cau nghi ngd Ba Tang?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba noi: “Tbdi khong biét, néu trong ching ta thit sur c6 mot nguoi dang nghi ngd,
thi ciing chi c6 thé 13 anh ta ma thoi. Song toi ciing rat miu thudn, t6i c6 nén vo duyén vo c¢é dem long
nghi ngd nguoi khac khong nhi?”



Gi4o su Phuong Tan mim cudi khuyén giai: “Duong dai moi hay strc ngua, ngay 1au méi thay long
ngudi, ha tit phai don tAm tri nghi ngd ai 1am gi? Néu thuc 1am chuyén trai voi luong tim, sém mudn
gi anh ta cling phai 10 ra thoi. Hon nita, tai sao chi c6 chiing ta md1 bi nghi ngo, bon ho, chéng 1€
khong c6 diém nao dang nghi hay sao?” Trac Moc Cudng Ba hiéu duoc, “bon ho” ma gido su Phuong
Téan nhic dén chinh 14 chi ba nguoi dén sau, bao gém L& Canh Nam, Ngai Luc Khéc va lat ma A La.
Khong thé hoan toan tin twdng bat ctr ngudi nao khac hay sao? Ga lic dau, chi vi thai 46 d6i vai
nguoi khic ctia ai ddy ma 1am c4 mot nhom ngudi thanh ra nghi ngd 14n nhau thé nay, rot cudc 1a ding
hay sai day?

Trac Moc Cudng Ba c6 gat nhitng ¥ nghi khién nguoi ta phai dau dau ay ra khoi tAm tri, chuyén
sang chil dé khac: “Phai rdi, thiy gido, c6 phat hién gi méi vé giai doan lich sir 4y ctia vuwong triéu Co
Céch chua?”

Theo nhirng tu liéu diéu tra duoc, lich str C6 Cach dai khai cling da hién 1én kha rd rang. Gido su
Phuong Tan tirng budng 101 cam than thé nay: “C6 Cach dung 1a mot vuong triéu sinh ra vi Phat gido,
roi ciing vi Phét gido ma diét vong.”

C6 Cach vuong la hau du€ truc hé ctia vi Tang vuong da ra Iénh di¢t Phat gido Lang Pat Ma. Tang
vuong Lang Pat Ma diét Phat chi mdi hai nam, da bi La Long B6i Cat Pa Kiét cua Phat g1a0 giét chét.
Sau sy kién Ay, triéu dinh Tho Phon bat dau phan hoa. Duy Tung 1 con c6i do thtr phi ctia Ling Pat
M3 sinh ra, duoc gia toc Vi thi ung ho ton 1am Tan thd. Con chinh phi cling khong cam chiu dé mét
quyén 16n trong tay. Tuwong truyén ba ta da 1én [t mua vé mot dira tré so sinh, 16i ciing 1ap dira con
mua vé nay lam Téan tho, goi la Van Bon. Ké tir 36 tro di, vuong triéu Thd Phon xuét hién hai vi Tan
thd cung mot luc, chia thanh hai phai déu ty nhan Tan thd ctia minh lap nén maéi 1a Tan tho thuc su,
tranh ddu khong ngimg nghi. Chién tranh vi thé bung nd va khéng ngimg lan rong, nén giai doan nay
ngudi doi sau goi 1a Loan ngti nhu.

Chién tranh kéo dai trong nhiéu ndm lién khién tram ho 1am than, kho s& khong sao ta xiét, cubi
cung da vung 1én dudi sy 1anh dao cta cac quy toc va mot sé quan si. Ca hai vi tan thd, mot ngudi bo
trén, mot nguoi bi giét. Phy than cua Co Cach vurong doi thir nhat, chinh 1 chau ndi cta vi Tan tho
Duy Tung kia, goi 1a Cat Ptrc Ni Ma Con, chay dén ving A Ly, thong hon véi tu truong dia phuong,
sinh dugc ba nguoi con 1a B6i Cat Nhat Ba Céon, Trat Tay Con va Brc T6 Cén, 1an lugt chiém chr
Mang Vuc (Ladakh(1) ngay nay), B6 Nhuong (khu vire huyén Pho Lan) va Tang Cat Nhi (phia Nam
Ladakh. Ba nguoi con nay dugce xung 1a “Thuong BO tam Con”, “Thuong Bo” ¥ chi viing A Ly, vi 1a
thd vurong cia mot viing nho, nén goi 1a Con, Con c6 nghia 1a Pang ciru thé.

Trong céc pho Tang st chinh thirc ma ho tra ctru, gan nhu déu ndi C6 Cach vuong dau tién 1a Trat
Tay Con, nhung trong tu liéu ctia Lir Canh Nam cung cip lai c¢6 phan di st va ghi chép trong dan gian
tryc tiép goi Cat Birc Ni Ma Con 12 C6 Cach vuong doi thir nhit, vi ong ta da ké thira gia nghiép cua



vi ti truong kia, C6 Cach cling nam trong 1anh dia tri vi 4y. Chi ¢6 diéu néu nhu vay, vi quéc vuong
nghénh tiép st gia kia phai tinh tir Cat Ptrc Ni M Cdn hay tinh tir DPtrc T6 Con, trudc mét bon ho van
chua thé dua ra duge mot két ludn, khoang thoi gian chénh 1éch d6 wdc ciing phai khoang chirng ba
bbn chyc nam(2).

Giao su Phuong Tan néi: “Trudc mat ching toi tam thoi nghiéng vé gia thiét cho rang vi Qubc
vuong nghénh don st gia kia 1a C6 Cach vuong doi thtr hai Tung Ngang, bai vi Qudc vuong ndy cé
thé néi 1a d tAn tim tan luc ddi voi su nghiép hoing duong Tang truyén Phat gido. Twong truyén trong
khoang thoi gian tir nam 975 dén 981 sau Cong nguyén, ong ta di phai hai muwoi mot thanh nién bao
gom ca Pai dich su Thiét Tang Bb sang Thién Trac hoc Phat (ciing 6 tai liéu ndi 1a hai muoi bay
ngudi). Hanh trinh ctia ho gian kho kho khin khong but nao ta xiét, cudi cliing chi ¢ hai ngudi séng sot
tr& vé, nghe noi chinh 1a Pai dich su va Tiéu dich su sau ndy. Hon nita, khong 1au sau khi phai di cac
thanh nién cau Phat, vi Qudc vuong niy thoai vi nhudng ngdi, quy y Phat phap, vé sau xdy chiia Thac
Lam, dén nhitng ndm cudi doi con gom gop tién ciia dich than di moi A Dé Hiép dai su, nhung doc
duong da bi quin doi nude khac bat coc, cudi cung thi chét gitta dudng. Thang nhoc Nhac Duong kia
suy doan, vi C6 Cach virong nay nhiét tim v6i Phat gido nhu vdy, qué nira 13 do nhin thay than tich ma
vi str gia kia mang t61i, song c6 diéu 1a, trudc khi nhin thiy Co Cach kim thu, tat ca cling chi 1a suy
doan ma thoi.” Noéi t6i ddy, gido su Phuong Tan khong nén néi ma guwong cudi lc lac dau, “Lich sir
ctia Co Cach, qua thyuc 1a. .. cau c6 biét khong, chi riéng chuyén cudi cing vi Co Cach vuong ay Tay
du cau Phat bi bat coc, chung t01 da tra ra bay phién ban khac nhau, dia diém, thoi gian, quan doi nudc
ngoai, qua trinh su kién xay ra, sb tién chudc déu khac nhau, thuc sy 1a khong thé nao phan doan xem
phién ban nao moi 1a su thuc da xay ra trong lich str ca.”

Nhin vé mit chua chat ctia gido su Phuong Tan, Trac Moc Cudng Ba hiéu rd, ddy 1a mot van dé rat
16n khac ma bon ho gip phai khi tra ctru lich st cta vuong triéu Co Cach. Vuong triéu niy tuy rang
kéo dai dén ca may tram nim, song lai nam & mién bién vién xa x6i. Ngoai trir cac vin ban lich sir cua
ban than nd ra, toan bd cac tu liéu khac déu chi 1a nhirng thong tin vyn vit. DPén ca bo sir thude vé giai
doan dau nhu TAy Tang viong thong ky ciing chi ghi chép ¢ chin ddi C6 Cach vuong, tir sau d6 tro
di 1a khong rd, bon ho ciing chua thé dwa ra két luan cudi cuing vé thoi gian trong lich str. Ma vuong
triéu C6 Cach nay lai con bi chién tranh huy diét. Ban than su bién mat cua nd co thé noi dén nay van
con 1a mot cau d6. Mai dén thé ky mudi chin, trude khi cac nha tham hiém nudc ngoai bat dau tién
vao vung dat hoang vu khong ngudi sinh séng ndy, moi ngudi gin nhur da hoan toan quén 1ang rang
tirng c6 mot vuong triéu nhu vy trong lich si.

Gido su Phuong Tan tho dai noi: “Lich str Co6 Cach va nén van minh Maya khong ngo lai giong
nhau dén kinh ngudi. Ca hai verong triéu nay déu dot nhién gip phai dai hoa khi dang trong thoi ky

phét trién ryc r& huy hoang nhat. Chinh vi bién cb bat ngd ma tat ca déu duoc bao ton, déu duge luu



gitt lai. My thé ky sau d6, nhan loai dudng nhu khong biét dén sur ton tai ctia chung, kién tric va
duong phé cta chiung khong bi hoat dong ctia con ngudi phé hoai, vin trr va ton gido khong bi sira
sang, phong cach ngh¢ thuat va bich hoa khong bi bop méo, tham chi hién trudong lac gap phai tai hoa
haty diét ctia chung ciing dugc bao ton nira kia.”

Trong dau Trac Mdc Cudng Ba luc ndy, tir nhién lai nghe thay tiéng Babatou ngdm nga bai sir ca:
“Mot khi dé mau tanh xAm pham dén bac thang ctia thanh miéu, vo s6 tai hoa s& nhu con mua da dang
so lién hoi kéo dén giang xuéng tAt ca moi noi, toa thanh s& bién thanh noi hoang phé chét choc, mot
hoang mac khong ngudi.”

Trong biét thu cua Merkin, gitta chiéc ban virt bira bai ngon ngdn giay but, hai dau ban chong chat
sach vo thanh hai birc trong. Merkin vii du vao gitra hai birc tudng ay, gan nhu bo toai ra trén tim
ban dd, gio kinh lap 1én soi tirmg duong chi manh trén d6. D61 mit ctia y nhin tya hd nhu thude vé mot
loai da tht do6i khat nao d6 chir khong phai ctia con ngudi nira. Soares thi ngdi dm mot cudn tir dién
khong 16, dai t6i ba muoi centimet, dai rong sau muoi centimet, chii mii 14t 14t gié' gio.

Nhitng nét den manh trén ban d6 cudi cung din dén ba noi khic nhau, dudng nhu ¥ cta ngudi vé
tAm ban d6 ndy 1a mubn ngudi ta dén ba noi Ay kiém ba thir gi d6. Pau tién 1a mot vién bao thach sang
1ap lanh, phan chu thich bang tiéng Tang dich ra nghia 1a: “Mau d6, md ra mén 18 vat tan duong su
s6ng”; mon thir hai 1a mot cudn sach day cdp, bén canh ¢ chd thich: “Ly 1& huyén ao déu ¢ trong
day”’; con mot mon nira dd bi xda nhoa di mat, co 18 dé ching to khong can thiét, nhung 10 mo c6 thé
nhan ra nhitng nét chir mo hd dich nghi 1a: “Bao khi, cudi cting”. Ngoai ra, trén ban d6 con c6 vo so
mili tén, tro di tro lai gitta ba noi nay, dua vao nhitng vét x6a c6 thé nhin ra, ngudi vé von hy vong ai
c6 dugce ban d6 s& dén noi ¢ gitta trude tién, nhung sau tinh toan thé ndo lai x6a mo thtr & gitta va dau
mili tén di, ¥ n6i khong can phai dén noi Ay nira. M1 dau bon y con nghi ngd khéng hiéu c6 ai di dung
tay dung chan vao tim ban dd nay hay chua, nhung sau khi kiém tra bang cac phuong tién khoa hoc ki
thuat, phat hién ra vét x6a va cac dau han duoc tao ra cung mot tho1 gian voi nhitng dudng nét khac,
hon nita thu phép va phong cach 1a cta ciing mdt nguoi, vi vay chi c¢6 thé phan doan 1 chinh nguoi vé
ban d6 da thay doi ¥ kién ma théi.

Bon y nhan ra dugc duong chi tht hai dan dén mot noi goi la “dda hoa”. Pia danh & khu vuc phia
trén dich nghia 12 “sdu ngon ni”, bén dudi “sau ngon nui” 1a “dai dai dia” va mdt dia danh dugc dich
thanh “t6 tién”, bén phai 1a “bao toa mat tro1”, ké d6 13 hai noi co tén phat am thanh “liangbu”, “tabu”,
ba noi nay ¢ sat canh nhau.

“Tim théy roi, 13 & day, vung d4t hoa sen né ro, chinh 1a Mic Thoat chtr con dau nita, hai toi ton
bao nhiéu thoi gian tim kiém. ..” Merkin hung phan kéu lén.

Soares bo chiéc kinh xudng, nga ngudi dua vao sofa, hé miéng thd hit ra “phi” mot tiéng. May

thang vira roi, bon y gﬁn nhu dd hoan thanh dugc ca mot dai cong trinh. Cac dia danh dugc chi thich



trén ban d6 toan bo déu 1a dia danh ¢ tir hon ngan nam trudc, co rat nhiéu tén tir thoi Thé Phon vuong
triéu hodc thim chi 1a trudc do, thé chit chudi hat ny lai khac han véi Tang vin ngdy nay, bon y phai
do tirng con sdng, tirng ngon nui mot. Hon thé, Merkin khong tin twdng vao ngudi khéc, tat ca cong
viéc tim kiém tu liéu déu phai do bon y tu thuc hién. Tuy nhién ciing rat may 13, tim ban d6 nay duong
nhu dugce chuan bi cho ngudi khong thé tim dugc duong, ngudi vé ra nd da chu thich rat tudng tan
tirng dia danh, tén nui, tén song, chi con mdi ba noi cubi cung kia 1a déu vé& ra mot ky hiéu Ung Trong
trong nhu vong xoay, dich ra tiéng hién dai thi khong phai Bac Ba La, ma la... cai rén!

Sau khi khoi phuc thé luc chirng mot thang, Lir Canh Nam dem nhitng diéu tim dic moi nguoi viét
ra dé téng két mot cach tuong tan, déng thoi bat dau tién hanh huin luyén c6 tinh dinh hudng. Lai mot
thang nita troi qua, Lir Canh Nam dimg trén byc giang, tay cdm mdt vat bang gd gan gidng nhu cuc
rubik, ndi v&i cac hoc vién: “Ké tir hom nay, moi ngudi s& hoc mon cudi cung, va ciing 14 mén nguy
hiém nhit — co quan hoc!”

Céac hoc vién déu 16 ra vé hoan hi murng r&. Trac Moc Cuong Ba 10 1a ¢6 nhu cau bire thiét mudn
biét cac tri thirc lién quan téi co quan hoc, nhung ngudi hung phan nhét thi phai 1a Truong Lap. Anh
chang ndy tir 1au dd ngudng mé mon hoc niy, dong thdi ciing da tim hiéu so bo vé may moc trang bi va
cach ché tao mot sb cam bay don gian roi.

“Thir cho t6i biét xem, moi ngudi hiéu thé ndo vé ‘co quan’?” Lir Canh Nam binh than néi.

“Cam bay”, “vii khi giét ngudi”, “vii khi c6 thé tr dong giét ngudi”, bén dudi 1ap tirc vang 1én
nhiéu dap an khac nhau.

Lit Canh Nam lai noi: “Thtr goi 14 co quan, hoan toan khong chi c6 nghia hep 1 cam bay giét
nguoi, vii khi tir dong tan cong nhu moi nguoi van tudng, ma chi 13 tit ca cac thir co két cau bang 1ay
chét, 1n thi nhu mong, nhu chét, ruong xa cot keo trong cac cong trinh kién tric, nho thi 13 mot 6 khoa
sat, cong sat, tt ca déu co quan hé v&i co quan hoc ca. Trong sé moi ngudi ¢ ddy, ngodi lat ma A La
va chit Mao Lap ra, nhitng ngudi con lai e rang déu rat la 13m véi mon hoc nay. Néu mubn tinh thong
co quan hoc, chi s¢o nghién ctru ca doi cling khé hoan thanh dugce hét céac hang muc, vi vay, thir chiing
ta can hoc, chi 13 tu duy phat hién miu chdt ctia co quan, dong thoi phan doan dugc cdu tao cia nd ma
thoi, ciing chinh 1a tranh cam bay giét ngudi, phat hién ctra ngdm bi mat ma ngudi ta van thuong noi
t&i. Chi riéng khoan nay, ciing dii cho moi ngudi hoc hét hon nira nim roi ddy.” Pén day, co gio tay 1én
n6i: “Pay chinh 13 mot co quan, mdi ngudi mot chiéc, tu 1én léy Xuéng di.”

Mbi nguoi bude 18n nhat mot khéi 1ap phuwong bang g6, rdi lai trd vé& chd ngdi cia minh. Trac Moc
Cuodng Ba cam khdi gd trén tay, phat hién ra hinh 14p phuong niy do nhitng khdi gd nho bé ngang,
chiéu day déu mot centimet, chiéu dai muoi centimet ghép lai ma thanh, dan xen ching chit, bén ngoai
tron nhan tya nhu 1a mot khoi chinh thé, rat khé tach roi. Xoay xoay van van mot lac 1au ma ciing

khong phat hién ra 13y chdt gi bén trong, gi nhi thim trong bung: “Cai nay thi 13 co quan gi cha? C6



phai dinh bip nguoi ta khong day?”

Lir Canh Nam n6i: “Tht moi ngudi dang cam trong tay lac ndy, chinh 13 co quan nguyén thay nhit,
va ciing don gian nhét, goi 1a khoa gd, & ctra hang do choi cho ngudi 16n hay do choi tri tué déu co
ban, hai nhan dan t€ mot cai.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba tham nhit: “Qua nhién 1 gat ngudi.”

Lir Canh Nam lai mim cudi noi tiép: “Moi ngudi ding coi thuong thir ndy khong c6 gi dic biét,
thyc ra bén trong nd 1a két tinh tri tué ctia ¢6 nhan d6. Nhin bé ngoai thi cac khdi gd nho déu gidng hét
nhau c4, ky thuc chi 6 mit ngoai moi ngudi mdi nhin thdy gidng nhau thoi, con bén trong thi hét strc
chang chit phtrc tap, ¢6 hinh moc, ¢ hinh vong, ¢6 khdi g0 1én & gitta, ¢6 khdi hdm vao. Tong cong cd
sau muoi tu khdi gd nho, c6 thé tich roi hin ra, biy gid moi ngudi bat dau chia tach chung ra di, xem
thtr kha ning thién phtl vé co quan hoc ctia tirng ngudi dén dau.”

TAt ca hoc vién déu bat dau tich khoa gS. Trac Moc Cuong Ba 1an mo mot luc, ngoanh dau nhin vé
phia gido su Phuong Tan, thy 6ng dang an mot khdi gb nho & gitra khdi 1ap phuwong ra mot doan, 1ap
tirc duge goi v, voi dung sire 4n vao gitta hinh 1ap phuong, nhung d3 an ca siu mit roi cling khong
thay khoi 1ap phuong ay loi 1ong ra mot chit ndo. Mudi phit troi qua, Trac Moc Cudng Ba mit ddm
mo hdi, Nhac Duong va Truong Lap thi chti dau vao mot chd ri ram ban tan, Ba Tang ngdm ngdm nhiu
chit d6i may, dén ca Pudng Man ciing rau ri khong 1am duoc gi, chi ¢6 hai 6ng gia 13 van ung dung
thoai mai, lat ma A La thim chi con rat han mot khdi g6 nho ra ngoai, ké d6 thi nhuw Bao Dinh mo
trau(3), cang lam cang nhanh.

Lit Canh Nam nhin moi ngudi ma tham thay tirc cudi, bén 1én tiéng nhac nhd: “Khong can phai trao
d6i kinh nghiém dau, mdi cai khoa gd d6 déu co két cau bén trong khac nhau. Mau chét cua viéc mo
khoa g, chinh 13 thuan theo két cAu bén trong ctia nd, tirng budc tirng budc mdt tach ra. Piém kho &
day 12 moi nguoi khong nhin thiy két cdu bén trong ctia khoa nhu thé ndo, chi co thé tir 1an mo théi.”

Nghe Lir Canh Nam nhac nho, Truong Lap dudng nhu di tim ra duoc bi quyét gi d6, anh kéo khoi
g0 nay ra mot chut, roi lai 4n khdi kia xudng mot chat, nhac khoi bén trai 18n, kéo khéi bén phai xudng,
lac khéng di dong dugce nita, thi ddy nguoc trd vé theo quy dao ban dau, thir nghiém mot phuong cach
di dong khac. Con Trac Moc Cuong Ba cudi cung ctling tim ra dugc mot khdi 26 co thé di dong, hoa ra
12 & goc phia trén bén phai ctia mdt mat hinh 14p phuong, nhung sau khi 4n no ra, thi cac khoi gd khac
lai khong dong cua gi dugc nita, gi danh phai thir di thir lai tirng khoi mot. Riéng lat ma A La thi da
thao hét cai khoa g cua minh ra, sau muoi tu khdi gb nho khac nhau xép ngay ngan trén mit ban.

Ké d6, Truong Lap, giao su Phuong Tan, Ba Tang, Pudng Mén, Nhac Duong ciing déu thio dugc
khoa g0, chi con mbi Trac Moc Cudng Ba, trén tran gan xanh noi chang chit, hai mit dé ngau, co bap
g0 1én, nghién ring nghién loi 4n an xoay xoay. Chi nghe “cach” mot tiéng khe kh&, miéng gb tudng

chirng nhu sdp rat ra dugc t6i noi, dén cudi cung lai ket & bén trong khéi 1ap phuong. Trac Moc



Cudng Ba kéo hai ba luot van khong ra, lién dung sirc, 1am giy luon.

T4t ca moi ngudi déu d6 don anh mit vé phia gi. Nhac Duong va Truong Lap 14p tirc phat ra mot
tiéng kéu day tiéc nudi. Trac Moc Cudng Ba dap cai khoa gd xudng ban, tho hong hoc. Puong Man
voi 1én tiéng: “Anh nén néng qua.” “Phai day, Cuong Ba thiéu gia, cai thir ndy mudn nhanh ciing khong
nhanh dugc dau.” Nhac Duong ciling 1én tiéng chia sé kinh nghiém.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba dua mit nhin Lir Canh Nam: “Ning khiéu cua t6i khong du, cho toi thir lai 1an
nura.”

L& Canh Nam mim cuo1 gio mdt ngon tay 1€n noi: “Dung noéng, sdém da chuan bj rdi.” Noi doan,
khéng ngd lai 1dy ra mot khdi 1ap phuong bang thép rong, nhin bé ngoai giéng hét nhur khoa gd. ..

Ba gi¢ sang, Nhac Duong tran troc mai van chua ngu duoc, danh bo day dui dui mét noi: “Cuong
Ba thiéu gia, sang mai anh 1am tiép c6 dugc khong, t6i nghe céi tiéng dong 4y ctr thay nhu c6 chudt
vay do.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba tap trung toan b tinh than vin veo khdi 1ap phuong bang sat trén tay, lo dénh
ndi: “Chudt thi s¢ gi chtr, nhdm mat vao nghi minh 1a méo tir nhién s& ngt duoc thoi.” Truong Lip &
bén canh md mit ra ndi: “Cuong Ba thiéu gia, hay 13, dé chiing t6i 1am gitip anh nhé.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba lac dau: “Thé 1am sao dugc, cac cu mic ké t6i di, nhit dinh t6i phai thao
duocnora.”

Lan qua 14n lai mii dén hon bdn gid sang, hai ngudi Nhac Dwong va Truong Lap méi thiém thiép
ngtl. Ngay hom sau, khi hai nguoi bo day, di thay Trac Moc Cudng Ba ngdi ngam vang duong mdi 1én.
Duéi anh nang ruc r&, guong mit cuong nghi dudng nét rd rang Ay toat 1én vé tu tin vo tan. Trén mit
ban, xép gon ghé chinh té tdm tdm sau muoi tur khoi thép.

Lir Canh Nam nhin thanh qua Trac Moc Cudng Ba giao 1én, nhan thirc ddi v6i gi lai ting thém may
phan nira. Ga 13 mot ngudi dan 6ng biét so hii. Nghe lat ma A La ké, trong rimg Méng Xa va ¢ dudi
dia cung, Trac Moc Cudng Ba da dé 16 ra ndi so hii dang sau ngoai hinh cao 16n manh mé ay. Nhung
g4 so hii, ma khong hé c¢o ¥ thoai lui. Ga co su déo dai gibng nhu ctia cao su vay, bat ké bi da kich
ning né ra sao, thé ndo cling dan hdi phuc lai nguyén hinh trang. Chi can khong dat ti yéu cau ctia
chinh ban thdn minh d4t ra, gi s& mii mai khong bao gid bo cudc. Tinh cach nay ding 13 hét strc ky
quai, néu 14 nguoi binh thuong, s hai at s& trén tranh, khi tin chac minh khong phai 1a d6i thu cta
ngudi khac, at s& lang tranh; nhung Trac Moc Cudng Ba vira hay lai trai nguoc hoan toan, gi so hii at
s& budc thing tGi ma nghénh don, biét rd minh khong danh lai nguoi ta cling vin mudn xong tdi, thoat
nhin bé ngoai thi ¢6 vé hoi ngdc nghéch, tinh cach gi ma nhu vay chir! Lit Canh Nam nhé lai tir khi
quen biét Trac Moc Cudng Ba dén gio, nhat cir nhat dong cua gi déu gdy cho cd mdt cam giac khong
thé doan biét. “Hur, dai tri gia ngu, day ciing 1a dai tri gia ngu hay sao?” Nhé lai 101 lat ma A La da

noi, co khong khoi khe khé mim cuoi.



Méy thang tiép sau do, cac thanh vién trong nhoém déu trai qua mot dot huin luyén dac bié¢t vé céc
kién thtrc 1ién quan dén co quan hoc, bat dau hoc tir loai cam bay nhi déng don gian nhit, tirc 1a dao
hé dudi dat, 16t to béo roi vii cat 18n trén, ké d6 1a to1 tran xe gd ngwa gb cua Gia Cat Lugng, Clu
Luu Ban Long Than ctia Quy Cdc Tir, cang hoc lai cang thiy mén co quan hoc nay dung 1 cao thaim
khé do.

1. Mot ving thudce tinh Kashmir ctia An D0.
2. Boan nay tac gid viet khong 10 rang, dich gia trung thanh voi nguyén tac - (ND)

3. Bao Pinh Ia mot dau bép rat gioi nghé mo trau, ong chi can mot duong dao 1 da c6 thé mo phanh ca con trdu ra. (Nam Hoa Kinh,
Trang Tu).



Bi mat huyét tri

Trai qua khao nghiém trong rimng sau Nam M, céc thanh vién trong nhom déu nhan ra diém yéu ciia
minh, ai ciing gin nhu dién cudng tham gia hudn luyén, ban ngay vuot qua khio nghiém ctia di loai cc
CO quan cam b?ly, t61 vé lai thuong doc sach dén tan dém khuya. Mbi nguoi déurén luyén ban than
bang ¥ chi ctia mot mat tu gia, gang strc dot pha cuc han ning luc co thé.

Trong thoi gian ndy, Lit Canh Nam dong thoi dé cac doi vién tién hanh phat trién ca nhan, thue hién
van dong cuc han, hay nghién ctru cac tac phém hoc thuat ndi tiéng nhu Thuyét tién hoa. .., ngoai ra
con day ho str dung may loai cong cu mgi. Vi dy nhu 1dp thém day quing vao dong ho nguyén tir deo
trén tay moi ngudi, quin vao mit bén trong ap vai co tay, kich thudt chirng bang mot hop diém, bén
trong c¢6 hai muwoi 1am mét day hop kim, phat xa dwa trén nguyén 1y ctia phao dién tir, mot dau trudc
c6 dau miii khoan nhé bfing kim cuong, co6 thé dam sdu muoi phan vao bé mit kim loai, sau d6 tu dong
dan nd bat chit vao muc tiéu, thir nay thudc loai dung cu ciru sinh, trong rirng sdu ma ding loai nay thi
tién hon day leo rat nhiéu. Ngoai ra con c6 loai gidy dinh chit dugc vao mit tudng tron nhan, (mg
dung nguyén 1y ban chan con than lan: dé gidy co rat nhiéu 16ng cting theo nguyén 1y dng siphon, khién
luc ma st co thé chiu duoc trong luong cta co thé ngudi, ngoai ra con lap thém 16 xo giam xoc hinh
cung, khién mdt cti nhay c6 thé cao ngang tim ngudi binh thuong, con xung lyc 1 roi xudng hoan
toan c6 thé van dung dé thuc hién cac van dong cuc han, cong thém vdi 4o canh doi thiét ké dua theo
canh thit ctia séc bay, vay 1a c6 thé tranh duoc truong hop do cao mudi ting nha gy khé cho anh hung
roi. Hodc 13 binh sit siéu cuong hda mic du thé thé tich chua day lo muc, nhung thoi gian cung cap
dudng khi tir ba tiéng dong ho ban dau da kéo dai 1én mot tram linh tam tiéng dong hd.

Khoang thdi gian ndy, Trac Moc Cudng Ba ciing khong con thiic giuc doi xuat phat nita. “Anh dya
vao cai gl ma di tim Bac Ba La than miéu, van may ha?” “Piéu anh can lam lac ndy, chinh 13 xem
nhiéu, hoc nhiéu, nghi nhiéu...” “Ching ta dimg trén vai ngudi khong 16 dé thu thap théng tin.” “Néu
ngay d6 dén that, ching ta c6 thé ty minh di ma...” Nhitng 101 Lir Canh Nam va gido su Phuong Tan
no6i hét 1an nay dén 1an khic vang vong bén tai, khong ngirng nhic nhd Trac Moc Cudng Ba. Nhirng ltc
nghi ngoi, gi thudng & bén Pudng Man, nhung gi ciing thudng xuyén cam nhan dugc, co6 mot bong
hinh yéu diéu dang ding & mii dang xa chim cht nhin minh. Truong Lap, Nhac Duong va Ba Tang da
tr& nén than thién hon rat nhiéu, thuong xuyén nghe thay hai ngudi Truong, Nhac cat tiéng cudi sang
khodi, ca Ba Tang thinh thoang cling né ra mot nu cudi lanh lung. Con gido su Phuong Tan thi mai mé
nghién ctru bing video ong quay dugc dudi dia cung ** Puch. Theo gido su, néu da cho rang dia cung

** Puch va Toa thanh duogc anh sang tda chiéu c6 lién quan vo1 nhau, vay thi cac birc bich hoa, twrong



diéu khic trong dia cung ** Puch, tat ca déu co thé goi ra nhitng thong tin c6 lién quan t6i Toa thanh
duoc 4nh sang toa chiéu kia. Phia nhom nghién ctru ciing cung cip cho gido su rt nhiéu dau mbi. Cuing
nghién ctru théng qua mang Internet, tic phong can trong va thai do 1am viéc khong biét mét moi dé

cua gido su khién ca lat ma A La va Lit Canh Nam déu hét strc né phuc. C6 diéu, cau d lich st ma
hai nén van minh Co Cach va Maya dé lai co thé noi 1a mot cai hang khong day, gido su Phuong Tan
budc chan vao dé, cang di cang thdy sau, khién hai trg thi ctia 6ng 1a Truong Lap va Nhac Duong ctr
kéu troi kéu dat, phan nan rang 1am viéc nay con khd hon ca hudn luyén nira. Mbi 1an nhu vay, gi4o su
Phuong Tan lai 1dy Pudng Man ra 1am tam guong gido duc hai chang thanh nién ndy phai c6 10ng nhin
nai, co long tin, ¢6 trai tim yéu thuong. ..

Nui Pudng C6 Lap, bén bd song Pa, mot chiée xe tai 16n nhin bé ngoai nhu sdp mudn long ra xong
xoc dén noi trong tranh di gitra dai ndi non trap trung.

Tay Mé ngoi bén ghé 14i phy thudng ngoan phong canh trude mat. Han thich viing dat ndy, thich nai
non & day, thich may troi & ddy. Khong thé khong thira nhan, noi nay dich thuc 1a mot ving dt c6 thé
khién ngudi ta vui ngdm canh ma quén ca dudng vé. Mot diéu cang hay hon nira 13, khi nhin nhirng
dam may trang mudt bay qua bau troi, cam gidc toi 16i trong long hin s& bi dé nén xudéng. Nam 4y Tay
M2é chon Kha Kha Tay Ly, co 1& ciing chinh 1a mot dai tuyét trang ménh mang & ddy ménh mang & day
hap dan ciing nén.

G dang 14i xe kia tén 1a Dakis, cao mot mét bay lam, hoi gdy, dudi cap 16ng may thang nhu hai
chit “nhat” 1a d6i mat giong hinh thang. C6 nguoi ndi, ké c6 d6i mat nay thi rat hung hing, cam giac
nhu dang miét thi ngudi khac vay, ma tén Dakis ndy dich thuc 13 ciing rat hung hing. Hin gia nhap Ho
Lang chua duoc hai nam, vay ma da khong ké nao dam dung dén hin nira. “L6i Ba khoe, Dakis 4c”,
cAu ndy tir 1au d4 lan truyén trong ndi b HO Lang. S6 ddi vién do6i tun tra nti Kha Kha Tay Ly bi tén
Dakis nay giét trong hai nim con nhiéu hon tong s6 doi vién bi toan bo HO Lang giét trong mudi nim
vé trude. H6 T ndi, da ctia Dakis 16t 1a ban dugc gid tot nhat, néu khong phai han c6 mot chut tac
dung nay, thi tir khi HO Lang bi quan ddi bao vay sao huyét, Tdy M& da thit han luon r6i. Boi chinh vi
tén nay hung tan thanh tinh m&i khién quan doi phai bao vay tiéu trir toan bo t6 chirc ctia bon han.

Niém dam mé 16t da cua Dakis 12 mot loai bénh thai. Mdi khi 16¢ thit linh duong Tay Tang, hai mét
y sang ruc 1én, miéng ngdm nga mot diéu nhac nao d6, dang diéu vo cung thoa min. Tay Mé hiéu o, tir
héi con trong do1 dac nhiém Nhén Xanh han di duoc day ré“mg, loai nguoi nay co van dé vé tim ly, &
phuong Tay con c6 thuat ngir y hoc chuyén dung, go1 1a “hdi chiing thich phan tach”, bon ho thich phan
tach tit ca cac thir minh nhin thay ra, khong tich ra mot cach triét dé thi trong 1ong khong thé nao thoa
méan dugc. Loai ngudi nay mi khi giét ngudi, bao gid cling chit xac nan nhan ra 1am bay tam chin
manh. Méy tén giét ngudi hang loat ndi tiéng nhat & phuong Tay gan nhu déu mac phai ching bénh

nay.



Dakis bao minh 14 nguoi Tang & Thanh Hai, TAy Mé thdy khong gidng 1am. Khong giéng ngudi
Tang, grong mit hin khong c6 vé chan chit mdc mac cta dan Tang, ciing khong giéng ngudi Mong CO.
C6 diéu cling khong ai truy van han, sau khi hin giét d6i vién doi tudn tra nui cling nhu giét linh duwong
Tay Tang, thi khong con ai ddm nghi ngd han 14 ndi gian nam ving nira.

Tay Mé thu anh mat lai, quay sang nhin ban tay Dakis. Tay hin rat vitng, trén con dudng ndi trong
tranh rung lac, ban tay ndm vo lang khong hé dong day, cang tay phai hdi trude ¢ 1& c6 mot hinh xam,
c6 diéu gid chd d6 1a mot vét seo thit dai, song khong giéng dot bang tia laze. Thiy Ty M& cha ¥ nhin
minh, Dakis gio tay 1én quet quet miii, n6i: “Khong dep dugc nhu hinh xdm cua dai ca dau, hoi trude
xam con thin 1an, vé sau s¢ bi truy na, s¢ bi nguoi ta nhan ra, lién léy dao cat ludn chd thit éy di.” Tay
M2& khong noi gi, tiép tuc ngdm nhin trdi xanh miy tring va dong song Pa Pa nhu dai ngoc kia.

Sau xe ngdi chat ngudi, Max ciing ¢ trong dam ndy. Khi 6ng chu khong ¢ mit, hin ciing khong dam
lamra vé kham sai dai than trudc mit cai dam liéu mang nay. Hén can than khuyén nhu dé Tay Mé 1én
ngdi ghé 14i phy, con minh thi & phia sau v6i Thiét Quan, du sao thi han ciing quen Thiét Quan mot
thoi gian rdi. Ngdi trong thung xe 14c lu, Max nhd lai nhiém vu 6ng chu di giao cho hin nira thang
trudce, “Max, may mang tam ban db nay dén Trung Qudc trude, chuyén ndy phai 1am cho t6t.”

“Ong chil, sao khong fax vé cho xong, khong thi scan 1én may tinh ciing dugc, can gi...”

“P6 ngu, miy biét cai gi chir? May tudong Cuc tinh bao Trung wong My dn phin ma song ha, tim
ban d6 nay chi can dung phuong tién dién tir truyén di, noi khong chirng da 1ap tirc bi bon 4y biét ngay
roi.”

“Nhung ma, néu trén dudng...”

“Thé nén méi phai dé may dich than mang di, may phai dam bao véi ta khong duoc dé xay ra so
xut...”

“To61...”

“Yén tam, tim ban d6 nay 1a do dich than tao v&, tao da gi¢ chit thu doan 1én d6 roi, cho du ¢ lot
vao tay canh sat Trung Qudc, bon chiing chura chic d hiéu dugc dau. Co diéu dé dé phong van nhat,
may van phai dam bao tuyét d6i khong dé nd roi vao tay bon ching. Con me né, néu ca tim ban d6 ma
cling khong mang di néi thi may con dugc viée gi nira chi!”

“Vang.”

“Con nira, ddm ngudi kia huan luyén ciing kha kha roi phai khong, di dén luc cho ching ra ngoai
hoat dong mot chit rdi. Sau khi mang tim ban do nay tdi Trung Qubc, miy hiy nghi cach dwa chung
dén khu vuc LAm Chi, nhé k¥, ngan van lan khong duoc thu hut s chi y ctia canh sat Trung Quéc. L

“Ha ha ha...” Mot trang cud1 16n lam Max giat minh syc tinh. Pam ngud1 nay da bi gitr chan trong
khe nai hoang vu khong bong ngudi subt hon nira nim rong, tir 1au di sap phat dién l1én roi. Miac du

Max cling sdap x€p mot sO tro vui, nhung du sao thi thé gid1 bén ngoai cling dac sac hon nhiéu. So voi



dam linh danh thué cua Merkin, bon HO Lang con d& hon mdt chut, noi thé nao thi bon ching cling da
quen phai 1an tron roi. Nghe 6ng chii ké, vao lac khéng phai mua sin, hay thoi diém bi truy dudi gat
20, bon Ho Lang nay khong c6 chd nao dé di, vay 1a lién tron trong hang dong trén nai trong sudt nira
nam lién khién doi diéu tra 1an ndo ciing trd vé tay trang. Vi vay Max dic biét can than voi tén Tay Mé
dtng dau bang sin trom nay. C6 thé khién mot dam liéu mang nim yén trong hang nai 1au nhu vay, su
nhan nai d0, uy thé do, chinh xac 1a chi c¢6 bd d6i dic ching siéu cap moi 1am ndi ma thoi.

Pén gior rdt cude cling c6 thé ra khoi khe nui d6, dam liéu mang nay chen chiic trong thing xe chat
chdi, rAm ran ké cho nhau nhirng truyén cuo1 dam tuc nghe mai ciing khong biét chan, lam ra du thi
dong tac tuc tiu, ¢ hét stre phat tiét thm trang dugc ra khoi nai rung tré vé v&i nhan loai. Ngudi cuoi
160 nhit 13 Ivan, con cai tén giong eo éo the thé, clr nhay qua nhay lai trong thung xe kia 12 n6i nhiéu
nhat. Dau hin trong nhon nhon nhu qua tram, mat gﬁy ma den, mét rat nho, cdm nhon hoat, bat ké 1a
nhin tir goc ndo, cai miéng han trong ciing to mot cach qua dang. Hon nita trong miéng han dudng nhu
lac ndo cling dang nhai nhop nhép thir gi d6, mdi khi cudi lién 16 ra ham rang den den vang vang khap
khénh. Khong hiéu tai sao, khi nhin vao cai miéng day nhiing ring ctia hin, Max tudng nhu dang nhin
vao cip mit ong chi. Ca hai déu gay cho ngudi khic cam gidc lanh budt trong tin ddy long.

"7

“Bo cau hoang, mon ngon ddy, nudng hay ham déu ngon ca!” Doc dudng, tén d6 cir huyén thuyén
bat tuyét chi cho dam ngudi trong xe biét thir no thr kia nén an thé ndo, nhu thé 1a da nghién ctru rat ky
ludng vé cac mon an vay.

“Con bo Yak hoang kia nudng 1én dam bao 1a cuc ngon!” “Con la hoang nay ma tuing xéo thi ngon
nhat luon!” “Vit Thu Sa, bon vit Thu Sa dudi song kia ma hap cach thuy thi ngon tuyét! Con ca c nhay
song nita chtr, nhat dinh 1a may nguoi chua dn bao gio roi!” “Nhan dau dom, ndu canh ngon 1am!”
“Sao khong thdy con ran nao nhi, khong thi c6 thé 1am bat canh ran dugc rdi!” Tém lai 1a cac loai
dong vat hoang da doc dudng déu bi hin sap xép thanh du cac mén an, ca chim sé va chudt nai ciing
khong bé qua. Max nhu thim trong bung, gia nhu Soares ma & day, khong chimng da giét luon cai thang
13m mom nay di r6i. Ong chu tirng néi véi hin, nguoi diéu khién thi vat 13 mot nghé nghiép hét strc ky
quai. Bon ho ¢6 thé & chung mdt chd, hoa minh vao giita dan thi, song ngugc lai, ciing khong hé nwong
tay chut nao khi dung cac loai dong vat tham sat con nguoi.

Thay tén kia van dang hung phin tudng tugng cac loai dong vat ca dam gip trén dudng thanh cac
mon cao luong my vi, Max khong nhin dugc héi Thiét Quan: “Théng kia la a1 déy? Chinh 1a cai théng
van ndi tir ndy dén gio ay.”

Thiét Quan cudi cudi dap: “Hén tén 1a Lam Nhan, qué Quang Pong, 1 thanh vién cip cao ciia HO
Lang, dirng nhin bé ngoai han gay dét ra nhu thé, luc ra tay thi khong ham ho chat nio dau. Nghe noi
trudc khi gia nhap H6 Lang han da di khip toan qudc sin trom dong vat hoang di roi. Han tirng tir

nhan rang, & Trung Quoc, chi can la dong vat nguoi ta biét dén, tat thay déu vao miéng ga ca roi, chiang



han céi gi ma gau tric, vuon den to vang, hd Pong Bic, ca tim Trung Hoa...”

Lam Nhan nghe bon hin n6i chuyén, lién nhay vu toi, duong duong dic ¥ noi: “Thé c6 dang gi,
toan mon binh thudng ca, t6i con an kién & Van Nam, an rét & Nghi Xwong, d6 rugu, an séng, 4n xong
con cam thay nd bo qua bo lai trong da day nita co. O Quy Chau thi 4n 6¢ sén, dic san ving ay 1a mot
loai d¢ sén khong ¢ vo, toan than den bong, dai khai to bang dau ngdn tay nay, thit n6 thi...”

Nghe nhitng loai mon an ly ky c6 quai tudn ra tir cai miéng toan ring vang riang den 4y, Max chot
cam thiy budn non.

May thang sau, Trac Moc Cudng Ba dén tim gip lat ma A La.

Mic du d3 nam bat dugc cac dic trung co ban ctia co quan hoc, nhung Trac Moc Cudng Ba trude
sau van khong thé quén dugc huyét tri ma ho trong thiy trong dia cung ** Puch. G con nhé lat ma A
La d3 tirng noi, d6 mdi 1a co quan chan chinh. Pén bay gid, da hoc duoc rat nhiéu kién thire 1y thuyét,
dong thoi cling ¢ khong it kinh nghiém thuc tién, ga van khong thé hiéu thiu huyét tri rét cudc 1a thir
gi. Nhung canh twong day mau tanh va tan nhin d6 qua that khién ngudi ta kinh hon bat via. Vi vay,
hom nay ga dinh tim 6ng hoi cho rd ngon nganh.

Trén bii huin luyén, Truong Lap va Nhac Duong dang bd tri mdt cam bay lién hoan vira mdi hoc
duoc. Ba Tang dirng bén canh gop y. Trac Moc Cuong Ba va lat ma A La ngdi trén hai cai don d4 nhin
ho tir dang xa. Ga néi: “Pai su, ngai con nhé huyét tri ¢ ting nim trong dia cung ** Puch khong?”

Lat ma A La nhin Truong Lap dang lap gia d&, “0” mot tiéng, doan hoi: “Cau mudn hoi gi vay?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba noi: “Toi mudn biét biét huyét tri rot cude 1a thir gi?”

Latma A La gi0 mao1 quay dau nhin g3, ngac nhién thdt 18n: “Tai sao dot nhién lai mudn hoi van dé
nay?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba dap: “Ching t6i di hoc co quan hoc tir rat 1au rdi, nhung dén tan bay gid, toi
van chua c6 khai niém gi vé huyét tri ca. Toi con nhé dai su da tirng noi, chi huyét tri mdi ¢ thé coi
13 co quan chan chinh, vdy nguyén Iy ctia n6 1a thé nao? Rt cude 1a nd dung dé 1am gi?”

Lat ma A La n6i: “Véi nhitng gi cdu nam duoc lac ny, cdu cam thiy tac dung chi yéu cua cac loai
co quan ham nghia hep ma chung ta hoc tap la gi?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba nghi ngoi gidy 1at roi noi: “Hinh nhu van 1a dé giét nguoi, 4 khong, chii yéu 1a
dé vay khon hozc 1am ton thuong vat sin cham phai chét 14y thi ding hon.”

Lat ma A La lac dau néi: “Khéng han thé, cac loai co quan mang nghia hep hién nay, ching ta da
hoc duoc co hai tac dung cha yéu. Thir nhat, chinh 13 diéu cdu vira noi, nguoi cham phai co quan sé
gip phai phién phirc, con thir hai, chinh 14 dé bao vé mdt s6 d6 vat khong bi ké khac 1ay di hodc hiy
hoai, tac dung nhu mot 6 khoa vay. Huyét tri, chinh 12 loai co quan c6 tic dung nay. Téi c6 thé cho cau
biét mot diéu, hé thong khoa ctia huyét tri tuyét doi khong kém hé thong nhin dang van tay hién dai bay
g10 dau, tham chi con dat dén mirc d6 tinh vi nhu hé théng nhan dang gien nira co.”



“Ha,” Trac Mdc Cuong Ba khé kéu 1én mot tiéng, “ghé gom vay co a!”

Lat ma A La gat dau: “Cau con nhd canh ctra d6 md ra thé nao day chi? Nhitng tang da von 1a mau
trang cudi cung toan bo thanh mau do, sau d6 cira lién mo ra, c6 dang khong?” Trac Moc Cudng Ba
khé gat dau.

Lat ma A La lai noi tiép: “Thyc ra bén ngoai canh ctra da d6 con mot téng vat chat khac nita, thir
do6 1a cai gi thi tam thot t61 khong thé cho ciu biét dugc, ciu clr coi nd nhu mdt loai soi co thé co din
cting dugc. Luc co dan cua loai sgi nay rat 1on, giéng nhu bép thit ctia con nguo1 vay. Khi chiing co
lai hét ¢&, mdt soi to nhu sgi mi c6 thé nhic dugc tang d4 nang méy chuc kologram, canh ctra khéng 16
d6, chinh 1a duoc mo ra bang cach ay.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba chi gat dau khong néi. Canh ctra khong 16 hinh khung xuong ay kién ¢6 di
thuong, chi s¢ xe tai cling chua chic c6 thé mot 1an hac d6 ludn, vay ma lai b1 thtr sg1 d6 so1 soi kéo
ra nhu vay, luc co dan éy qua 1a kinh nguoi.

Lat ma A La n6i tiép: “Thé nhung, mu6n lam thir soi co gidn 4y, chit 1ong binh thudng khong cé tac
dung, can phai dung...”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba thét 1én: “Mau? Chang trach nd dugc goi 1a huyét tri.”

Lat ma A La stra lai: “Mau ngudi. Nhung khong phai toan bo. Cau c6 biét trong mau nguoi ¢ bao
nhiéu loai vat chat khong?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba dap: “Hong cau, con cd, con cd... ¢ gi nita nhi?”

Lat ma A La mim cudi: “Nhiéu 1dm, t8i n6i nhu thé nay nhé, s6 luong cac vat chat trong mau nguoi
nhiéu khong ké xiét, chi riéng cac loai y hoc hién dai thuong ding di c6 t¢i miy chuc roi, hong cau,
bach cau, tiéu cau, may chuc loai protein lam déng mau, protein chéng déng mau cling c6 miy chyc
loai, ngoai ra con cac nguyén t6 vi luong, khang nguyén thé, miy thir nay thi con nhiéu hon nira. Con
huyét tri, chinh 14 ding cac co quan khac nhau trong co thé ngudi, tién hanh loc mau, cudi ciing s& c6
dugc mdt loai dich thé mau do, boi vi chua phan tich cu thé bao g10, nén to1 chi doan co6 1€ trong do6
chira hong cau va mot sb loai protein chong dong mau, ma chi c6 loai dich thé mau dé nay méi c6 thé
khién thtr sgi kia co rut hét c& ma thdi.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba nghe ma dan thdi mat, voi hoi: “Pai su sao lai hiéu rd vé huyét tri vay?”

Lat ma A La diém dam mim cudi: “Cau c6 biét cai huyét tri nguyén ven dau tién duoc khai quat &
dau khong? Huyén Mic Thoat & TAy Tang ddy. Vi vay, tdi c6 thé khang dinh dia cung ** Puch va Toa
thanh duoc anh sang toa chiéu kia c¢6 quan hé tit yéu. Dya theo két qua khao ching trude mit, huyét tri
rat c6 thé 1a dung cu té 1& cia mot s6 gido phai c6 xua di tiéu vong rat 1au ¢ Tay Tang.”

Lat ma A La nhom ngudi ding ddy, nhin ra phia bai huan luyén néi: “Hiéu biét ctia t6i vé huyét tri
cling chi gidi han & bé ngoai thé thdi, toan bo chi co vay. Co didu da noi tdi day, da hoc mén co quan

hoc nay mot thoi gian dai nhu vay, ciu cho rang chd loi hai cia co quan ndm & dau, Cuong Ba thiéu



gia?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba ngude mit nhin ra bai huin luyén phia xa, miy ngudi bon Truong Lap da bd
tri xong cam bay, chi thiy gitta bai co 13 mot lim cay bui, hoan toan khéng hé c6 dau tich cua su nguy
hiém chit nio.

Nhac Duong mé cira 16ng, tha con tho hoang 1am thi nghiém ra. Con tho vira ra khoi 10ng, lién
nhanh chong chay vao chd kin an nip, khong ngd bén dudi bong ciy nhan tao kia chinh 1a chét 13y ctia
co quan, ca bui cdy d6 sap xudng. Con tho ciing cuc ky nhanh nhen, 14p tirc dao sang bén trai, ludi
thép phia trude lién “tung” mdt tiéng bung vot 1én, thé hoang tirc khic dirng chan, 14n tron mot vong
duéi dat, ddo nguoc dudng lao sang bén phai. Phia bai cé bong dau bat 1én mdt miéng van gd chin
ngay trudc mit con tho, con vat khong kip dimg bude, hic thing vao ddy. Cti va cham lam con tho
hoang vang dau vang mit, lao dao miy luot, thiy van gd d6 up xudng, voi chay di, nio ngd coc gb
dudi dat lai lién tiép nho 1én, chin dimg dudng lui cta nd. Con thd hoang ciing kha nhanh nhen, lach
bén trai né bén phai, vira moi thoat duoc vong vay cua coc g0 thi da thiy phia trudc mot cai hang, lién
khong nghi ngoi gi da chui tot vao trong ay.

Ctra sat dong sap lai, con tho lai tré vé 10ng ctia nd, Nhac Duong, Truong Lap va ca Ba Tang cudi
cudi ban ludn, xem ra co quan to hop nay da thiét ké thanh cong roi.

Trac Moc Cuong Ba hoi tudng lai ca qua trinh éy, dot nhién thot 1én: “A, t6i hiéu roi, chd dang so
nhit cta co quan, chinh 12 & tinh bi mét ctia no!”

Lat ma A La hai 1ong gat gat dau: “Ping vdy, Cudng Ba thiéu gia, cAu dd nim dugc yéu quyét cta
co quan hoc roi d6. Chd dang s¢ cia co quan, chinh 13 cau khong nhin thiy no. Khi cau phét hién ra d6
12 mot co quan, thi nguy hiém ciing theo d6 ma giam xudng dang ké roi. Qua trinh pha giai co quan,
thuc chat chinh 14 qué trinh d4u tri d4u luc v6i nguoi thiét ké nén co quan dy. Hai bén déu khong nhin
thay d6i thi, nhung lai phai suy nghi xem d6i phuong c6 thé nghi téi nhitng van dé gi, hay c6 van dé gi
y khong nghi téi. Giéng nhu luc ¢ ting sau dia cung ** Puch, ching ta 1an xudng nuéce nhu vay thuc ra
13 rat mao hiém, nhung lic 4y thi chiing ta hét cach r6i, d6 1a dudng ra duy nhat ctia moi ngudi, nén
danh liéu danh cuge mot phen. Pugc rdi, hdm nay néi toi dy thoi, may ngudi trong nhom goi cau

kia.” Truong Lap dang dirng phia xa vay vay tay goi Trac Moc Cuong Ba t6i.



Budc ngoat mai

Trac Moc Cudng Ba ding ngan ngudi ra mot lac, nghién ngim lai nhirng 11 lat ma A La vira noi,
“Chd dang sg ctia co quan, chinh 14 cdu khéng nhin thiy n6,” déng thoi 101 canh bao cta Babatou ciing
vong lai bén tai ga, “Ké thu dang s¢ thuc su, 1a nhiing thir ta khong nhin théy,” diém chung cua hai thir
nay, chinh 1a phat hién. Nhitng 101 niy khong hiéu sao gi cam thay rat quen thudc, tira hd nhu trong mot
thoi gian, ngdy ndo ciing ¢6 ngudi nhic nhd gi vay.

Truong Lap chay t6i, cudi cudi noi: “Cudng Ba thiéu gia, ¢6 thdy co quan t6 hop cta ching t6i
khong? Cot la thanh cong dugc chua nhi?”

“Um.” Trac Moc Cudng Ba khé dap mot tiéng, trong long bong nhién dang 1én cam giac so hii vo
cuing manh mé&. R4t nhiéu su viéc xay ra trong qué khir, rat nhiéu diéu dén nay gi khong thé nao 1y giai
noi, tung su kién mot hién 1én trong tam tri, ndi sg éy con dang so hon ca khi ga ddi dién vai nguoi
dan 6ng c6 d6i mat nhu cua loai ran doc va tén thoi ran & Putumayo kia, bai ban than gi xua nay chua
tirng c6 cam giac nhu vay bao gid ca. Rot cude 1a chuyén gi day? Tai sao c6 thé khién gi trao dang
mot ndi phat xuat tir sdu tham ndi tim? Pau 6c Trac Moc Cudng Ba tirc khic chim vao u mé hon don,
mubn binh tAm tinh tri lai thi chi cang thém r6i loan.

Lic ndy, Lit Canh Nam budc qua bén canh hai nguoi, Truong Lap voi dting thang ngudi, cung kinh
noi: “Gido quan.” Moi 1an thi Lir Canh Nam bao gio ciing dap lai, nhung 1an ndy dudng nhu ¢6 khong
hé nghe théy, thim chi ca nét mit ban thin hdn loan ctia Trac Moc Cuong Ba co6 cling khong chu y dén,
ma rao buée di thang qua.

Lit Canh Nam nhanh chong dudi theo lat ma A La, danh mat ra hiéu, vi su gia hiéu y, lién di theo
vao van phong cua co.

Lat ma A La vira budc vao cira, Lit Canh Nam di khong sao kim nén ndi cam giac kich dong trong
long, truc tiép n6i ludn: “Dai nhan, c6 hai viéc hét strc quan trong. Merkin dén Trung Quéc roi!”

“Ha!” Lat ma A La ciing 1ap tirc tré' nén nghiém tic, mic du khong biét khoang thoi gian nay
Merkin da di dau, 1am nhitng chuyén gi, nhung mot khi y da xuat hién & Trung Qudc, chic chan 1a tén
ndy s& c6 hanh dong gi d6. Lat ma A La diém tinh hoi tiép: “Con mot chuyén nira 13 gi?”

Lir Canh Nam gt dau dap: “Hom kia c6 ngudi bao céo, & bién gidi Thanh Tang c6 ké kha nghi,
doan 1a mgt bang san trom, thé nén cOng an cua chung ta da tién hanh tin cong dot kich. Mot dam
ngudi than phan bt minh hoang loan bé chay, khong phat hién ra dong vat hoang di nao, nhung da tim
thay mot tim ban d6. Cac chuyén gia cho riang, ban d6 ndy co lién quan dén Tay Tang c6 dai, nén da

giao cho nhom nghién ctru, con c6 mang theo ban sao day, dai nhan xem.”



Lat ma A La cAm tAm ban dd 1én, 1am bam n6i: “Hinh nhu 1a mot tdm ban d6 hang hai co, chu thich
nay la... 6... ha! Payla...” Canh tay vi su gia dot nhién run lay bay, kinh ngac thdt 1én, “Khong thé
ndo, khong thé nao nhu vay duoc! TAm ban dd nay sao lai dot nhién xuat hién chir? Chang 18 dung 1a ¥
tro1 hay sao?”

Lir Canh Nam n6i: “Pai nhan, ngai cho rang viéc tim ban d6 nay dot nhién xut hién liéu c6 lién
quan gi dén chuyén Merkin bat ngd tré vé nudc hay khong?”

Lat ma A La ndi: “Y cua con 1a?”

Lit Canh Nam n6i: “Trong bao cdo ciia nhom nghién ctru giri dén, trong tay bon ho 14 tim ban do
gdc, mot tim ban d6 hang hai duoc dan Tang c6 vé trén da séi tir trén mot ngan nim trude. Theo phan
doan cta con, Merkin khong d4m mao hiém mang tim ban d6 nay xuit hién, ma thong qua phuong thirc
khéc, trude tién 1a chuyén ban d6 dén dat nudc ching ta, sau d6 y méi t6i, chi 1a y khong ngd duoc
minh da uy thac sai nguoi, cho nén...”

Lat ma A La v6 tay noi: “Khong sai duoc dau! TAm ban d nay nhat dinh da duoc 1ay ra tir trong
dia cung ** Puch, chinh 1 ké xuat hién cudi ciing d6, mic du ta chi trong thiy bong lung hin thoi,
nhung ké 4y that vo cliing dang so, toan than toat ra mot thr mui vi ta quai kho hiéu. Han 13 nguoi cua
to chirc kia, mot trong mudi ba ngudi, han 12 ngudi ¢ trong lang tim Ay l1au nhét, chic chan 1a da phat
hién ra diém gi ma chiing ta so sut bo qua. Pang 18 ta phai nghi ra 1au roi méi phai, ké ay tuyét dbi
khong thé 1a quan du kich, chéng trach Merkin lai khong xuét hién, thi ra da co ké khac dén dia cung **
Puch rdi, muc dich chinh 1a m& canh cira 1an truéc bon chung chua mo ra duogc kia.”

Lit Canh Nam lién hoi: “C6 18 nao, tim ban do Ay chinh 12 Toa thanh dugc 4nh sang toa chiéu hay
sao?”

Lat ma A La dap: “Chuyén ndy kho noi 1am, nhung tin tirc xuat hién bat ngo ndy s& 1ap ddy rat nhiéu
diém con tréng trong diéu tra cta ching ta, ndi thé ndo thi ndi, chiing ta ciing cang ltic cang dén gan
muc tiéu rodi. Bay gid thi ta d3 hoan toan minh bach. Chinh ké kia d& dua ban d6 cho Merkin, hoic 1a
bon y cting vii dau nghién ctru, hon nira nim nay, sau khi da hiéu dugc ban d6 néi gi, bon y méi dén
Trung Qubc. That dung 1a ludi troi 10ng 16ng, thua ma khé lot, bon y ¢6 ning lyc miy ciing chiang thé
nio ngd ndi, tim ban do ay cudi cung lai lot vao tay ching ta.”

Lir Canh Nam noi: “Duéi su chi dan ctia dtrc Phat toan ning, 4nh sang mdi mdi ¢ phia ching ta.”
Lat ma A La noi: “Khong thé do du dugc nita, ndi v&i nhom nghién ctruy, can phai lap tirc lam 10
xem rot cudc trén ban do an chira thong tin gi. Lan nay ching ta d4 bi ching bo lai sau lung rdi, a, bao

v6i cac thanh vién trong nhdm, can chuan bi sin sang dé xudt phat bat cr lic ndo.”

“Vang!”

Cung thoi diém d6, & mot noi hoang vang khong bong ngudi, Merkin 16n tiéng chiri vao dién thoai:

“Max! May 1a d6 ngu xudn! Tao phai 16t da may! Mot chuyén bi mat nhu vy, khong ngo lai dé may



1am 19 ra hét ca! Tao that khong thé nao hiéu noi tai sao minh lai cho mdt thang ngu nhu may di theo
1au nhur thé nia.

Trong 6ng nghe vang 18n giong so sét cia Max: “Chinh... chinh vi 4n mat qud. .. bon ho ciing 1am
rt can than, luc di trén dudng ludn quan sat xem c6 ai theo doi khong. Khong ngd. .. khong ngo... lai
khién canh sat Trung Qudc chi y dén. .. 6ng chi...”

“Cach,” Merkin dip manh 6ng nghe xung. Nhin diéu bo y, nhu thé mudn ddm mot phat cho nat by
cai dién thoai ra vay.

“Sao vay ha?” Giong Soares lanh lanh nhu bing cat 1én trong mdt goc u am.

Merkin han hoc néi: “Mat ban do roéi. Tam ban d6 Ay d roi vao tay canh sat Trung Qudc. Cai thang
Max 4y di theo t6i bao nhiéu nim, vay ma mot chut chuyén nho vay ciing khéng 1am cho xong, that
duang 1a ngu xuin hét chd noi. Con ca dam lon Trung Québc dugc huin luyén dac biét kia nira chir, diing
12 mot thang ngu 16n dat theo mdt 1il ngu nho!”

Soares phi cudi thanh tiéng, tham nhi, “Khong hiéu thang cha Merkin nay dang néi dam thudc ha
hay n6i chinh hin nita.” Chi nghe y cham rai noi: “Khong can hé gi, ching ta da nghién ciru di nghién
ctru lai tim ban d6 d6 bao nhiéu 14n rdi, khong c6 thi ciing van tim dugc thoi.”

Merkin néi: “Toi khong lo chuyén nay, van dé 13, tim ban d6 d6 s& nhanh chong roi vao tay bon
nguoi & Tay Tang kia Ay chu.”

Soares bat cudi: “Thé thi sao chir? Bon ching ciing phai 1am rd dugc ¥ nghia cta tim ban d6 trude
d3, chi so ciing phai mit mot thoi gian, ma trong khoang thoi gian d6, ching ta di sém lay duoc thir
minh can, néu dang 1a c6 thir dy. Sau d6, chiing ta s& c¢6 thé... truc tiép dén Bac Ba La than miéu roi!”

Merkin van lo lang ndi: “Van dé 14, s6 lugng thong tin ma ching nim giit trong tay 16n hon cua
chiing ta rat nhiéu. Noi ngay 1an nay thoi, néu khong phai t6i nhan dugc tin tirc, biét chuyén Toa thanh
duoc anh sang téa chiéu kia dd duoc ngudi Tang c6 mang dén chiau My, e 14 dén gid chung ta ciing
khong thé nao 1y giai dugc, tai sao trong dia cung ngudi Maya lai xuat hién ban d6 do ngudi Tay Tang
veé ra nira.”

Soares tram ngdm noi: “Um, anh ndi cling phai, xem ra phan doan dau tién cua ching ta da sai 1am,
dam ngudi1 do6 nghién ctiru Bac Ba La than miéu khong chi m&1 mot hai nam, ma da nghién ctru ca mot
thoi gian dai roi. Noi khong chirng, chi trong may ngay ngan ngi chiing da dich duoc thong tin trén
tdm ban d6 4y ciing nén. C6 diéu nhu vay dau c6 sao, dang ndo ciing ¢ may noi khac nhau co ma,
chung ta cr danh cugc mot phen di, xem bén nao tim dugc chia khoa cudi cung dan dén Bac Ba La
than miéu trude.” Y nhdm day hit mot hoi dai, cai bong mau xam trong goc tdi toat 18n vé lanh ling co
doc, chi nghe y cham cham noi: “Ben, thoi gian nghién ciru vé Tay Tang ctia anh dai hon t6i, anh cho
rang chd nao 14 noi c6 kha ning cat gidu ban do nhat?”

Khoe mi¢ng Merkin nhéch 1én, 16 ra mdt nu cudi: “Mic Thoat!” déng tho1i léy di dong ra bao cho



Max, “Goi cho bon ngu xuan di duoc huan luyén kia di, chung ta xuat phat!”

Lan nay Lir Canh Nam khong gidu cac thanh vién trong nhom nita, tin tirc mau chong théng qua con
duong truyén miéng dén tai ting ngudi mot. Hai ngdy sau, khi Trac Moc Cudng Ba nghe dugc tin tirc
tir chd Nhac Duong, lién 1ap tirc bao ngay cho giao su Phuong Tan van dang vii dau nghién ctru vé
dia cung ctia ngudi Maya. Pay canh cira phong gido su, Trac Moc Cudng Ba cao giong ndi: “Thay
gigo, o tin tirc mGi, c6 thé ching ta sip xudt phat dén noi r6i!”

Gian phong hét strc bira bon, gido su dang ngdi trude man hinh may tinh, nhin luét qua dau dau
cling thdy cac tai liéu vé van minh Maya. Ong ngoanh dau, chinh lai gong kinh trén miii, nhitng nép
nhan trén tran va mai toc diém bac khién Trac Moc Cudng Ba khong khoi bdi hoi xtic dong. Ga hiéu
duoc, vi gi, nguoi thiy nay da bo ra qua nhiéu cong stec, tinh nghia giita gi va gido su Phuong Tan,
mot chit “cam kich” thoi that khong thé biéu dat noi.

Gido su Phuong Tan g& chiéc kinh xudng, hoi: “Um, 1an nay lai c6 tin gi thé?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba khong gidu ndi niém han hoan: “Nghe néi, 1a ¢ dau mdi méi roi, hinh nhu 1a
mot tim ban d6 hay gi d6 thi phai.”

“O1” Gi4o su Phuong Tan tram tu néi, “Cudng Ba a, khoang thoi gian ndy, t6i ¢6 trao d6i kinh
nghiém v&i miy ngudi bén nhom nghién ctru, dong thoi ciing ciing mot s6 ngudi ban nghién ciru thém,
ching t6i phat hién ra, cai noi goi 13 Bac Ba La thin miéu nay, that khong hé don gian nhu ching ta
hang tudng twong dau.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba ngdi xudng trude ban, nhin gwong mit gia nua di rd rét ctia ong, néi: “Thay
gi4o, thay mét moi qua roi, it nhu vay strc khoe khong tru ndi dau, ma ciing lam toi thay 4y niy trong
long nira.”

Gido su Phuong Tan dui dui dir & khoe mat: “Ciing hét cach rdi, Cuong Ba a, ciu van chura nim
duoc toan bd bién hoa cua su kién nay 4?” Ong ngoanh dau lai nghiém tic noi, “Ngai Luc Khic di rdi,
ong ta khong chi 14 gido quan huan luyén ching ta, ma con 13 thanh phan cét can cling ca nhom Ién
duong; anh ta di khoi ddy, ching t6 cp trén da truyén dat xuéng ddy mot tin hiéu roi. Thoi gian kéo
dai qué lau, su nhan nai cua cap trén ciing c6 han thoi, thir ho mudn nhin thiy khong phai 13 sy truong
thanh ctia miy ngudi ching ta ddy, ma 13 mot thir c6 thé khién ngudi ta phan chin thuc sy, thé nhung
cho dén tan bay gio, chiung ta van ctr mii gidm chan tai chd. Vi vay, trudc mat 1 nguy khdn tring
tring, phai tan dung hét moi thoi gian, nhan ltc con co thé loi dung dugce nguon tu liéu quy gia ndy,
chiing ta can tranh th trao d6i nhiéu hon véi dam chuyén gia kia, hong c6 duoc nhitng tai liéu mudn
c6. Nhirng thtr Ay, ¢ noi khac ching ta khong thé nao tra ra duoc dau.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba dit tay 1én vai gido su, git dau néi: “Toi biét, toi biét, ke tir khi bat ddu tim
kiém Tur Ky Lan, toan bg su viéc déu tré nén phurc tap, hon nita lai con cang ngay cang phuc tap hon.

Thé nhung, ching ta... vin dé dang séng khoe manh ma, chang phai vay sao? Va lai, ching ta ciing



dang ngay mdt tién gan muc tiéu hon r6i con gi.” Trai qua mot dot huan luyén dia nguc, khé khin 1am
méi thoét ra dugce, cudi cung cling coi nhu c6 mot budc tién méi, thm trang Trac Moc Cuong Ba
duong nhién 13 hét stc t6t.

Gi4o su Phuong Tan thim tdn thudng trong 1ong: “Kién nhin bén bi, ddy mdi chinh 1a Cudng Ba
ma t6i biét chir.” Ong md may tinh ra néi: “Trudc mat, d6i v4i viéc nghién ciru vin hoa Maya, phia
nhom nghién ctru khong c6 tién trién gi 16n 1am, di sao ho ciing 1a chuyén gia vé Tang hoc chir khong
phai chuyén gia vé vin minh Maya. Ban bé t6i giup lién hé voi mot s6 ngudi chuyén nghién ciru van
hoa Maya, mdi ngudi da nhan duoc mot phan ciia bing video ay, va déu gap phai trd ngai khi xem
nhitng chit khic trong hAm mo. Pau tién 1a vin ty Ay khong phai 1a vin ty Maya truyén théng ma da co
mot s6 bién doi, t& hon nira 1a, trong ) éy cOn xut hién gén mot tram ky hi¢u bon ho chua tirng trong
thdy bao gio, vi vy mudn giai dich ra ciing c6 do kho nhat dinh. C6 diéu, tw liéu hinh anh t6i chup lai
& chd thach tran khéng 16 thi da duoc dich ra méot phﬁn roi, cAu xem nay.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba nhan léy phﬁn tu liéu, chi théy trén cac ky hiéu chi chit nhirng doan cht thich,
phan vin ban dich ra & dudi 1a: ving duwong d6 nhu mau chim xudng trdi TAy, bén trén canh rimg siu
xanh tham nhu myc 13 nhitng Ang may xam xit, toc trudng da sap qua doi, 6ng ha 1énh: “Xay cho ta mot
cin phong bang d4 dudi dat sau, nho thoi nhung phai kién cb, mic cho ta chiéc 4o 16n tugng trung cho
vuong quyén, roi dit ta vao do, gidng nhu ta van song, chang qua chi 1a nga thiép mot gidc dai ma
thoi. Bén canh hiy dat chiéc bat d4, ban n va con dao bang da lira, rdi hiy dong hAm mo lai theo dtng
tap tuc cua ching ta, tiép tuc di con dudng ctia cic ngudi, mong rang cac nguoi sé tim thiy Thanh
thanh trong ndm katun t¢i ddy. Ta s& mii ¢ trén bau troi quan sat cac nguoi, vinh vién chiic phic cho
cac nguoi.”

Tat ca déu dugce 1am theo ménh 1énh cua ong. Nguoi ta dao mot cai hé 16m, xay mot can nha da mai
tron dudi d6, bén ngoai nha da dung mot tim bang da trén khic hinh chim quyén xanh va rat nhiéu
dong vat khac, tir chd thip nhat 1én dinh, xay thanh ba bac binh dai, mdi bac déu cé cau thang xody
xung quanh. O gitra gian nha d4, nhitng birc twong trang va cay cot duoc diéu khac tinh té ti mi tao
thanh mot gian phong da kin, trén tuong c6 ve€ nhiing sy tich vi dai cua tdc trudng, nguoi da 1anh dao
bd tdc cua minh tim kiém qué huong moi. Chinh nhd sy anh minh va diing cdm cua 6ng, bo toc ho méi
duoc sinh soi phat trién. Trong gian phong da nay, moi ngudi trong b tdc y theo ménh 1énh cudi cling
clia ngudi, mic cho 6ng chiée 4o 16n twong trung cho vurong quyén, dit ong ndm gitra hAm mo, sau do
ctr hanh nghi thire ¢6 xuwa roi dong ctra him md lai, trén ham md ném cay gido giy, cudn lai va xé rach
14 chién ky ndi danh Itmg 13y ctia dng, dé tiéng quat manh mé cua tdc trudng mii mii bau ban bén
nguoi. Sau d6, moi ngudi san lap hd, xay bén trén mot ngdi dén bang da, c6 tru d4 ghi nién ky va
nhitng birc twdng da trang sang bong. Sau khi hoan tit moi viéc, dan toc kién cudng bat khuat nay lai

tiép tuc tién vao rung sau thaim tham dudi su 13nh dao ctia mot tht 1inh méi. ..



Trac Moc Cudng Ba doc téi day, 1am bam néi: “Gidng nhu thanh ca ctia ngudi Kukuer, nhung lai
khac voi nhitng gi chiing ta nhin thay.”

Gido su Phuong Tan git dau: “Um, ddy chi 12 ndi dung trén ba cay tru d4 trang théi, nhitng noi
dung khac van dang dugc gip rat tién hanh giai mi va dich ra, tin rang khong 1au nita s& c6 két qua
tho1. Con mdt thir nira, con nhé loai dong vat trau khong ra trau 1on khong ra lon ma cau nhin théy
trong cdm dia ** Puch khong?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba nbi ngay: “Puong nhién 1a nhd, hinh nhu khong phai dong vat an thit ding
khong?”

Giao su Phuong Tan néi: “Poi voi nhitng nha nghién ctru Nam My, d6 da khong con 1a bi mat nita
roi. Loai dong vat éy goi la trau lgn, ttr nhirng nAm ba muoi cua thé ky trude da co ngudi phat hién ra,
cling 1a mot loai dong vat ma cac nha khoa hoc cho rang da tuyét ching tir bay dén mudi ngan nim
trudc, cung thoi véi voi ma mut, thd dan ban dia thudng san ban lam thirc an. Ve sau doi khao sat vao
ring tim kiém, nhung khong c6 két qua gi, cho dén nay van con mot sé nha dong vat hoc dang tim kiém
né day.”

Lic ndy, Truong Lap mirng vui khip khoi chay vao, cudng quyt ndi: “Giao su, Cuong Ba thiéu gia,
mau ra day, gido quan sap tuyén b roi, tin tirc tot day!”

Moi nguoi tap trung ca vé gian phong hoc 16n. Lit Canh Nam néi véi hoc vién bang giong hoa nha
nhit c6 thé: “C6 18 trong cac ban cling c6 ngudi biét réi. Miy hom trude, dbi tha cua ching ta, Ben da
dén Trung Qudc, dong thdi, cong an Trung Qudc chiing ta ciing tim duwgc mdt tim ban db chu thich
béng tiéng Tang ¢d, n6i chinh xac hon, d6 1a mét tim ban dd hang hai, sau khi dugc cac chuyén gia
trong nhom nghién ctru ngay dém khong ngirng tim hiéu, cudi cling ching ta da phat hién ra dugc van
dé quan trong nhat.”

Lit Canh Nam dirng 101, chi nghe thdy tiéng thd gip gap bén dudi, lai tiép tuc ndi: “Néu két qua cua
nhom nghién ctru 12 chinh xac, thi tim ban d6 d6 1a do vi st gia c6 nhiém vy mang Toa thanh dugc anh
sang toa chiéu dén chdu My chdn gidu, trong thoi gian & Maya, dwa vao tri nhé siéu pham ctia minh vé&
nén con dudng 6ng da di qua. Vi sir gia Ay thud sinh tién at han 13 mot vi tri gia, ong da v& ban d6 ctia
vung Tay Tang-Vé hét strc twong tin rach roi, mic du khong thé so véi ban d6 ngay nay, nhung ciing
du cho chung ta hiéu duoc dai khai. Con hinh dang ctia cac quoc gia chau A khac va chau M thi lai
hét strc ¢ quai, 1am cac chuyén gia ctia chiing ta phai vat hét tim tu mdi nhan ra rang, day 1a hinh
twong ctia hai chiu luc 16n ndy trong mit ngudi xwa. Nhung néu nhitng suy doan vé tim ban d6 hang
hai nay 1a dung, thi cac dia diém quan trong cha thich trén d6 lai khién nguoi ta that khong sao hiéu
noi. Két hop vai rat nhiéu tu liéu khac, nhdm nghién ctru ciia chiing ta dua ra két luan rang, vi st gia
kia sau khi dén Bach thanh lo rang minh khong thé tr¢ vé TAy Tang 1y thanh vat khac di, nén da dung
trf tué ctia minh v& nén tAm ban d6 nay. Chic ong ta giao cho ngudi minh tin cdy nhat trong Bach thanh,



sau d6 moi tro vé Tay Tang, nhit dinh d3 din do nguoi ¢ lai rr?mg, bao nhiéu nim sau d6, néu c6 du
nang luc, hily dén Tay Tang xem thir nhitng thtr ndy thir kia c¢6 con & ddy hay khong, néu khong con thi
phai l1am thé nao. Trong d6 c6 ba noi cuc ky quan trong, sau nhiéu tranh lun, chung t61 cho rr:ing, mot
1a di chi C6 Cach & khu vuc A Ly hién nay, mét la quﬁn thé c6 mo & huyén Lap Tu, khu vuc Xigaze
ngay nay, con noi cudi cung, thi nam & Mac Thoat, khu vuc Lam Chi ngiy nay.”

“Gi ha?” Cap mat Trac Moc Cudng Ba nhu mudn 16i han ra ngoai, gi kinh ngac thdt 1én, “Vay
chang phai 1a danh diu ca ba ving Tang-Vé vao rdi hay sao?” Khu vuc A Ly ndm & phia Tay dat
Tang, trén bién giéi Trung-An, Xiaze thi & mién Trung T4y Tang, con Lam Chi thi ¢ phia Pong, nhu
vay, pham vi danh dau cta tim ban do nay da bao trim ca TAy Tang miy ngan cay sd vudng roi.

Nhac Duong ciing noi: “Nhung vi st gia nim ay chang phai da binh an trd vé rdi hay sao? Vay
chic 6ng ta di mang di nhitng tin vat con lai roi, cho du khong phai ong ta, thi nhitng nha thim hiém
trudc ching ta c6 18 cling mang di mat rdi. Ching ta con di...”

Lir Canh Nam ngit 10i: “Ptng vay, trong C6 Cach kim thu chép 14 vi st gia kia co tro vé that,
nhung sau hi tré vé lai khong hé roi khoi Co Cach, hon nita ching bao 1au sau thi dd qua doi, sach
chép rang u uat bi thuong ma chét. Vi vay, co thé doan rang 6ng ta van chua kip dén nhitng noi khac.
C6 diéu, ching ta khong con thoi gian nita roi, dam ngudi clia Ben di xuat phét trudc ching ta may
ngay, mic du nhitng ngudi chuyén trach theo sat ching cho rang tén Ben d6 da bién mat ¢ khu vuc Kha
Kha Tay Ly, song chung t6i nghi ngo d6 chi 1a tro che mat thoi, vi vy, chiing ta ciing phai nhanh chong
1én duong. Mic du khong c6 chu thich nao chi ra ba noi iy c6 nhitng gi, nhung dya trén nhirng tu lidu
khac ctia ching ta di co, cac chuyén gia suy doan d6 ¢ 1& 1a mot tam ban d6 vé trén da s6i.”

Truong Lap thic mic: “Nhung tim ban d6 ay chang phai 1a da bi nguoi ta 14y di roi hay sao?”

Lir Canh Nam cudi cudi: “Dung thé, c6 mdt tim ban do da bi nguoi ta 1dy di, nhung ai ¢6 thé
khang dinh rang chi c6 mot tim ban d théi chir. Vi qudc vuong naim d6, dén ca Toa thanh dugc anh
sang tda chiéu con phuc ché duoc, vay thi... tai sao khong thé ¢6 hai tAm ban d6 ch? Con nira, nhirng
nguoi co tim ban d6 kia, cho dén nay van chua thé tim duoc Bac Ba La thin miéu, tim ban dd bi léy
di ay 1a that hay gia, gid cling chua thé xac dinh dugc. Tom lai, ching ta khong thé bo qua bét cir dau
mdi ndo, hon nita, ddy con 1a dau mbi co thé khién ddi thi ctia ching ta hét sirc hing thi nira!”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba ndi: “Vay nén chiing to1 phai 1ap tirc di luyén tap, phai vay khong gido quan?”
Lir Canh Nam lac dau: “Doi chit d3, hom nay goi moi nguoi dén day chinh 13 vi con c6 bai hoc
m&i nita. Co cau, biét minh biét ngudi, trim tran trim thing, 1an ndy ching ta 1én duong chi s¢ s& phai
d61 mit véi quan doi dic ching chinh quy ctia nuée ngoai, mic du khong biét ddi phuong co thé mang
vii khi vao 1anh thé Trung Qudc hay khong, nhung toi van phai ndi cho moi nguoi biét vé mot s6 vii khi

loai m&1 ma bon ho st dung.”

Rém ctra déu ha xudng, dén phong tit hét, trén man hinh may chiéu, bon Trac Mdc Cudng Ba lan



luot tim hiéu cac loai vii khi ma d6i tha sir dung. Nigoai cac loai vii khi thong thuong cua linh dic
ching, con co nhitng loai vii khi hoan toan mdi ma miy ngudi nhom Trac Moc Cudng Ba chua ting
thay bao gid, bao gdm stng lap dng kinh camera co thé xoay ngoit, con c6 mot loai lyu dan sang khién
nguoi ta cling lic mat ca thi giac 1an thinh giac, thudc nd hen gio dang dinh hinh ctic 40, mot loai thude
giam dau tic dong dén trung khu than kinh, khién ngudi ta du ton thuong dén v& xuong giy xuong ciing
khong hé thiy dau dém. .. Loat vii khi méi d6 khién bon Trac Moc Cudng Ba hoa hét ca mit, cang nghe
lai cang thiy ron nguoi, ndi thé ndo ciing thiy gidng nhu minh sip di danh tran. ..

Thoi gian khong con nhiéu, chi c6 mot ngay dé thu thap tu liéu, ngay thir hai ca nhom da sap xép
hanh trang 1én duong, dich dén ctia ho 1an nay 1a... Mic Thoat!



Vung dat bi mat cudi cung

Meic Thoat, & trién Nam ddy Himalaya, tiép giap vdi An Do, dich nghia ra 1a “doa sen bi an”, tir
“Mac Thoat” trong tiéng Tang duoc dung dé chi hoa. Noi ndy 14 huyén duy nhat trong toan qudc khong
thong vai dudng quoc 19, goi 1a “hon dao c6 doc trén cao nguyén”, dia thé Nam thip Bic cao, dién
tich khoang ba muoi ngan kilomet vudng, thudc viing 1ong chao ha du song Nhi LS Tang B, do cao
trung binh mdt ngan mét so voi muc nude bién. Mic Thoat nam trén ving dirt gdy Himalaya va viing
dut gdy Mac Thoat, hoat dong dia chat rat phurc tap, thudng xuyén xay ra dong dat, sut 16, dat da troi,
cong thém khi hau 4m thap nhiéu nura. Chinh pht ciing tirng dau tu mot khoan tién 16n dé xay dudng,
song gan nhu khong thiy hiéu qua gi. Twong truyén, chinh A Quynh Két Ba bao hd cho thanh dia cubi
cung ctia Tang gido nguyén thity nay, khong dé ngudi khac xam hai; ciing c6 ngudi ndi ddy 1a két qua
nam xua A Quynh Két Ba dau ghép v6i Lién Hoa Sinh dai su, khién noi ndy nai cao 1om chom, khe
ndi sau dai, 1dy song Nha Lo Tang B6 1am ranh giéi, vach ra mot quan ai thién nhién hiém tré kho thé
vuot qua..

Ving dt nai non bao boc, liic ndo cling ¢ nude chay qua niy dugc céc ton gido trén dat Tang coi
1a thanh dia, Phat gido cling vy, ma céc ton gido khac ciing vdy. Vi c6 dai hiép cdc(1) Nhd LS Tang
B6, dic trung ctia vung nay chinh l1a “mot nli bon mua, mudi dim khac thoi tiét”; dimg & chan nuai cao
méy tram mét so véi muc nude bién, sé dugc hudng khi hau cling nhu canh sdc cua vung a nhiét doi,
nhung khi ton nira ngdy thoi gian tréo 1én dinh ndi cao miy ngan mét, khi hau da chuyén sang thanh khi
hau dia cuc 16i.

Di tich song bang c6 noi nay kha pho bién. Tir song bang c6 dén 10ng chao song hién dai, dia hinh
da chuyén tir khe hinh chit “U” twong d6i rong rai thanh khe hep va sau hinh chit “V”, sitc in mon cua
dong chay cuc 16n, thuong hinh thanh nén nhiing “khe trong khe”, d§ cao chénh 1¢ch 1én té1 7.000 mét.
Mac Thoat dua vao khe na1 Nam Ca Ba Ngba cao 7.766 mét so vo1 muc nudc bién, bén canh 1a ngon
Gia La Bach Lily cao 7.151 mét, ving dat thap nhat trong huyén ciing cao 750 mét so vi muc nudc
bién, gitra hai khe c6 song treo, va cac thac nudc 16n nho ndi lién, tao nén mot khung canh cuc ky
trang 1€ cua thién nhién.

Mic Thoat ban dau goi la “Lac Du”, tirc 1a noi1 nguoi Lac Ba sinh séng, vé sau cac dan toc hay
quén toc Mon Ba, Ha Nhi Ba, Tang, Tranh ciing chuyén dén, tir d6 dén nay van séng tu tac tu cép,
phuong thirc san xudt va phong tuc rat doc ddo. Vi duong di go ghé khuc khuyu, nhitng dan tdc nay da
quen v&i cach sdng “1én ndi gitra ngan miy, xuéng nui ra b song, néi phai nghe ra tiéng, di duong

phai mot ngay” roi.



O dai dat sau trong trung tim, nguy hiém nhat dai hiép coc song Nhi L6 Tang B6, chinh 14 doan
song dai gin tram cay s6 tir Bach Ma Cau Hung di xudng, khe nui sau tham u tdi, nudc chay cudn
cudn, dén gid van chua ai ¢ thé di qua duoc. Chinh vi sy kho khin va nguy hiém 4y, nén noi nay
duoc goi 1a “vung dat bi mat cudi cung ctia nhan loai”. Theo sy chi dan ctia tAm ban dd kia, bon Trac
Moc Cudng Ba, dang chuan bi dén chinh noi d6 thir van may.

“Tai1 sao chung ta lai chon Mdc Thoat vay?”

“Boi vi noi d6 1a ¢6 kha ning tim thiy nhat. Cau nghi xem, naim 1985, sau khi nha nuéc thanh 1ap
d6i khao cb chuyén trach khao sat, di chi C6 Cach da duoc xép hang di tich dugc bao hd, néu trong d6
c6 thir gi thi ciing d3 bi khai quat 1én hét ca roi. Hon nita 16i vao danh dau trén ban d6 cach di chi Co
Céch ngdy nay t6i miy chuc ciy sd, chi e vi tri khong duoc chinh xéc cho 1dm. Con quan thé md c6 La
Tu by gid cling dugc 1iét vao hang vin vat qudc gia, ching ta c6 di chic ciing chang thu hoach duoc
gi dau. Chi c6 Mic Thoat, dén nam 1993 mdi lan dau tién thong duong, nhung chua dugc nira nim da
sut 16 nén khong thé sir dung, cho dén nay, nhirng nguoi tirg di Mic Thoat va ngudi tir Mic Thoat trd
ra déu c6 thé dung dau ngon tay 14 da dém hét, ma quan trong hon ca 1a... thuc ra noi d6, c6 méi lién
hé rat 16n voi Bac Ba La thin miéu ma chung ta dang tim kiém.”

“Quan hé rat 1on?”

“Pung vay, Mac Thoat nli non trung diép, riéng than son v&i thanh do da co méy chuc chd, mic du
khong théng voi dudng qubc 19, nhung noi nay khong chi 1a thanh dia ctia Phat gido, ma con 1a thanh
dia va noi khoi ngudn cta Tang gido nguyén thiy va Ban gido cb nita. Pén ngy nay & d6 van con tin
d6 Ban gido, luu truyén rat nhiéu cdu chuyén dai ton su cua Ban gido va dai ton su Phat gido dau
phép. Ma Bac Ba La thin miéu chiing ta dang tim kiém dudng nhu ¢6 lién hé rat sau xa voi Ban gido
thi phai.”

“Gi co? C6 lién hé rat sdu xa véi Ban gido? Chang phai d6 13 noi cac ting it doi dén trong thoi ky
diét Phat hay sao?”

“Khong sai, nhung dua trén nhirng tu liéu ching ta cé, vi khi 4y dang ndi 1én lan song diét Phat, tat
ca cac tang 1t Phat gido déu gap nan, bon ho can nho dén luc luong cua cac ton gido khac dé hoan
thanh nhiém vu che gidu va van chuyén mot lwgng 1on cac vat pham. Ma trong thoi ky 4y, so rang ciing
chi c6 cac tin 6 Ban gido 1a chap nhian b qua hiém khich trong qué khir thoi. Hon nita, nhu vi st gia
mang tin vat kia, ban thin ciing chinh 1a mot gido d6 Ban gido thi phai.”

“A, 61 nh ra rdi, khong phai dai su da noi, cai huyét tri con nguyén dang dau tién duoc khai quat
& Mic Thoat hay sao, ndi nhu vay thi dting 14 c6 quan hé rat 16n v6i noi nay roi. Huyét tri co phai
dung cu té 1& ctia Ban giao khong?”

“Ciing chua chac, khi Phat gido dan dan di sau vao 10ng ngudi, c6 rat nhiéu tin ngudng nguyén thity

d3 bi n6 ddng hoa, ma ban dau ving Tay Tang ndy rét cude co bao nhiéu ton gido, dén gio cling khong



ai noi chac duoc. Ly Mat gido ctia chiing t6i 1am vi du nhé, twong truyén trude ddy Mat gido ciing
khong phai mot nhanh ctua Phat gido, ma 1a mdt ton gido hoan toan doc 1ap, nhung bay gio, chiung to1
va Tang truyén Phat gido da dung hop lai thanh mot va khong thé tich roi roi.”

“Sao chung ta khong chia t6 ra? Nhu vay c6 thé cing ltic tim ¢ hai noi khac nhau, n6i khong ching
con phéat hién ra diéu gi d6 trudc tén Ben kia y.”

“Khong duoc, ching toi di suy tinh rat k§ vé van dé nay. Néu khong c6 d6i thi nao, ching ta tat
nhién c6 thé chia 1am hai t6 1én dudng, nhung tén Ben Merkin kia qua thuc 14 ghé gém, trudc khi
ching ta 1am rd gbc gac ctia bon chiing, can phai hop lai moi dbi khang duoc. Hon nita, 1an niy cir coi
nhu 1a ky sat hach nhom cudi cung di, toi lan dau tién dan moi nguoi 1€n duong, mot 1a co thé quan sat
hiéu qua huan luyén cta moi nguoi, hai 1 dong thoi cling c6 thé sira chita nhitng sai sot 18ch lac cho
tung nguo1 nira.”

“A, khong biét 1an nay dén Miac Thoat c6 kinh khing nhu rirng rAm chau M§ khong nhi?”

“Tuyét d6i 1a khong, c6 miy tuyén duong khac nhau dé di Mic Thoat, trong d6 16 tuyén truyén
théng 1a tir huyén Mé Lam — Pa Hung Lap — N& Cach — Han Mat — Ma Ni Ong — Bbi Pang, 16 tuyén
cua chang ta 1a tir huyén M€ Lam, qua Pai B¢ Ca, Cach Ca, sau do6 to1 Gia Lap, di doc dong song tién
vao dai hiép cc song Nha Lo Tang BS. Vi tir Gia Lap tré di 13 khu vuire khong nguoi, di doc theo bo
song dai khai mat khoang hai, ba ngay 14 t&i duoc Bach Ma Cau Hung. Chung ta di nhanh, ¢6 1& chi
can hai ngay 1a dén r6i. Co thé dam bao, day 1a mot con dudng hét sirc an toan!”

“Chéc, sao t6i nghe trong ngit diéu nhu ¢6 sy uy hiép thi phai?”

“Suyt... nho thoi, tai gido quan thinh 1am day.”

Ca doan nguoi ri ram néi chuyén, cuing xuat phat tién vé huéng ving dat bi mat cubi ciing cua nhan
loai. Vira téi bd song, cac thanh vién tron d6i déu ngd mit ra. Con duong nhé ma Lir Canh Nam bao
1a cuc ky an toan 4y, hoa ra chi 1a mot dai hep chia ra lo ltng trén vach nai, rong chua dén mot thudc,
so voi san dao vao dat Ba Thuc thoi ¢b con hep hon nhiéu, vach d4 thi tron nhin nhu bi mét duong
buia xé ra, bén dudi 1a song Nhi L6 Tang B6 cudn cudn song con, tiéng song vang dong nhu sam. Con
duong nho lo Itng nay khong cao 1am, cach song Nhi Lo Tang B6 chirng ba tdi nim tram mét, néu 15
roi xudng c6 bi 16n nhao miy vong trén khong ciing van kip ho goi ctru mang, c6 diéu mudn leo trd 1én
thi e khong dé dang gi cho lam.

Nhac Duong kho khan nudt nude bot danh uc, nghen 101 1am bam: “Pay chinh 1a cyc ky an toan a!”

Truong Lap 1am bd khoa trwong, 4n hai tay 1én nguc noi: “Toi mic chimg so d6 cao rat ning,
Cuong Ba thiéu gia co thé 1am chimg. Gido quan, chiing ta 1a d6i khao sat cip qudc gia co ma, tai sao
khong phai mot chiéc tryc thang...” Lt Canh Nam Iir mét nhin qua, Truong Lap voi vang néi: “O hé,
t6i n6i... noi 1a... cai kia... kia..., t6i dang noi gi ay nhi?”” Anh chang d4nh mat sang hoi Nhac Duong.

Lir Canh Nam dap: “Khong duoc, dong xoay khong khi trong hiép cbc rat manh, tryc thing khong



thé tac nghi¢p ¢ do cao thép dugc. Chirng s¢ do cao ha? Lac huin luyén sao khong théy causo do
cao?”

Nhac Duong dau 6c linh hoat, lién phat biéu y kién khac: “C6 thé nhay di ma.”

Truong Lap ciing thé thot néi: “Lic huan luyén chi cao c6 miy chuc mét, sao ma so voi chd niy
duoc.”

Lir Canh Nam néi: “Cac cau twong t6i chua nghi dén sao? Sir dung phuong tién giao thong dung 1a
c6 thé tiét kiém dugc thoi gian, nhung cac cau c6 thir nghi chua, truc thang la muc tiéu 16n thé nao,
néu bon chiing ciing & gan day hon nira lai c6 vii khi... nhd cho ki, khong dugc ¢ bat ctr sai sot nao.
Ké tir bay gio, chiing ta phai gitt tbc d6 mdi ngay di mot trim cay so, trong hai ngay s& dén duoc Bach
Mi Cau Hung. O d6 c6 duong 16m, c6 thé vuot song, sau d6 ching ta s& di thang toi dich dén cua 1an
nay, mot noi tén goi 1a Lap Mau Bac Qua.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba liéc mat nhin Ba Tang, thiy anh ta van lanh lung nhu trudc, khong dé 16 chat
cam xUc gi ra mat.

Pi trén con dudng nho lo limg noi vach nti, mic du déu trai qua huin luyén dic biét, moi ngudi
van hét strc can than, du sao thi bén duéi ciing 13 dong song cudn cudn song, roi xudng tuyét ddi khong
phai tro dua. Pi dugc chirng muo1 dam, Lir Canh Nam di d4u tién dot nhién cham lai, ca doan cling
cung luc dung lai theo, moi ngudi nhét loat tru vitng than hinh. Chi riéng mot dong tac dung lai don
gian thé nay thoi, ciing da phai trai qua nhiéu 1an tip luyén méi dat téi mirc dong diéu nhip nhang thé
ndy, bang khong dang di véi toe do cao, phia trudc bat ngd xuat hién doan giy dut, néu ngudi phia sau
khong kip dirng budc, khé huych vao ngudi di trude mot cai, ngudi phia trudce rat co thé s& roi xudng.
Ma & trén vach ndi nhd ra rong chua day mot mét nay, hai nguoi dung vao nhau, nguy co ca hai cling
roi xudng 1a rat 16n.

Lir Canh Nam dan dau, lat ma A La di sau cung doan hau. Nhan lic dung lai, Truong Lap di & gitra
hoi Nhac Duong ding trude minh: “Sao thé ha?”

Puong Man dimg trudc Nhac Duong noi: “Dat sut.”

Mic du Trac Moc Cuong Ba dimg gitra, nhung than hinh cao 16n, chi 10 mo trong thiy doan dudng
hep phia trudc bi bun dat ¢ trén sut xudng 1ap mat, phan nho ra trén vach da chi rong bang 1ong ban
tay. Poan dudng hep khong du chd dit chan nay dai t&i mudi bady mudi tim mét, Lir Canh Nam nghi
ngoi gidy lat, roi dat ba 16 xudng, ép lung sat vao vach da, hai chan giang ra hinh chit bat, hai tay bam
nguroc vao da, nhich ngudi qua timg bude mot. Pi qua doan 4y, canh tay lién vung 1én kéo chiéc ba 16
qua, thi ra tir niy ¢ dd quan soi ddy thép manh trén c6 tay vao quai 16 rdi. Moi ngudi lién 1am theo
cach do, timg ngudi déu di qua duoc. Toi luot Trac Moc Cuong Ba, gi hit sau mot hoi, ap lung vao
véach d4, hai mat nhin thing vé phia trudc, nhin thiy phia d6i dién hiép cdc nii xanh mon mén, 18 chim

bay lugn trén cao, nghe thay tiéng nudc chay am am, khoang cach c6 mud1 may mét ma ga du duoc



huan luyén dic biét roi cling mat gin hai phat méi qua duoc. Doc dudng ciing hoi thdy nén da dudi
chan loi ra, tya hd nhu ¢6 d4 vun roi xudng 14 ta, c6 diéu cudi cuing ciing qua duoc binh an.

Nguoi cubi cing 1a lat ma A La nghé cao gan 16n, khong can coi ba 16, ma xoay ngudi Gp mit vao
vach d4, ba 16 lo limg gitra khong trung. Trac Moc Cuong Ba biét 1, di qua nhu vay, trong tim hoan
toan 1éch vé phia ngoai vach d4, ban than ga ty nhit minh khong c6 ban linh 4y. Ga dang nghi ngoi,
bdng thiy da dudi chan lat ma A La sut, ca ngudi 6ng da thut han xudng, trai tim gd nhu mudn nhay tot
ra khoi 16ng nguc. Chot thdy dng vuon tay an vao mot k& nirt canh d6, ca ngudi boc hin 18n cao, tua
nhu canh ung chao liéng. Lic do ga ngudc 1€n nhin lai, vi su gia da ding viing vang phia bén nay
doan dudng hep ay r6i.

Nhac Duong gan nhu khong hiéu noi, ngudi bo tdc Mon Ba 1am sao ma di di lai lai trén con duong
ny duoc. C6 diéu anh chang ciing biét, ngudi di dugc trén con dudng niy qua thyuc 1 it cang thém it,
& day mudi miy hai muoi ngay khong thiy bong nguoi ciing 1 chuyén hét sire binh thuong,

Cung ltc ay, Merkin dan theo mot ddm ngudi dang & trong gian dai sanh mau vang rong 16n. Bon
ho cdm nhitng dng phun lira nhd vao bdn birc tudng, sau d6 ding ngdm nghia gian dai dién rong rai.
Merkin mdc bo ran ri cta luc quan Anh quéc, chiéc thit lung ban 16n bod chat 1am than hinh khoi vi cua
y thém phﬁn cao 16n manh mé. Soares van mic chiéc 40 xam trong nhu thﬁy mo, chi d¢ 10 ra nira
guong mit quy trong chang khac nao qua quyt nat nhtr.

Mbt nguoi than hinh giy go nho bé dung thir tiéng tira twa nhu tiéng Tang ¢6 noi: “Xin Thanh s di
theo t01, bén nay ¢ 1€ co thlr cac vi mudn tim.” Soares dwa mit nhin Merkin, khoe miéng nhéch 1én
ta ho nhu cudi ma khong phai cudi. Merkin bing bing ndi gian, nhic cai ngudi nho bé cao chua toi
mét rudi kia lac manh: “Ta dd bao voi nguoi roi, & bén ngoai khong can goi ta 1a Thanh sir thanh siéc
gi ca! Nguoi khong hiéu a!”

Nguoi nhd bé kia khong phan khang, van guong cudi noi: “Vang, Thanh st dai nhan.”

Merkin chan nan thd dai, danh dan do dam thu ha canh gac can than, roi cung Soares theo chan
nguoi nhd con kia di qua canh cira ¢4 khong 10, xudng nhitng bac thang rong tGi mot gian phong giong
nhu gian tho Phat. Gitra cin phong dit mot cai dai cao hinh tron c6 hang lan can gb muc nat, trén dai
dit mot pho twong d4 16n tac hinh hai ngudi dting 6m chit nhau. Merkin khong khoi bat 18n tiéng cuoi
lanh 1€0: “Hoan Hi Phat, gido phai nay tho toan ta Phat ha, hur... 1y tha 1am.”

Soares no6i: “Chd nay con ta di hon nhirng gi ching ta tudng tuong nita, ca toi va anh déu khong hé
biét gi vé giao phai nguyén thuy nay. Ch'flng han nhiing thir dong vat bon ho dat trong cac vo vai kia ca
t6i cling chua tirng thiy bao gio, hinh nhur vira giéng c4, lai vira nhu dong vat c¢6 vi. Con cac thi thé
bén ngoai kia nita, & dy e 1a con ta quai hon dia cung ** Puch nhiéu.”

Nguoi dan 6ng nho beé kia duong nhu vira hoan thanh viéc gi do, quay sang cung kinh n61 voi
Merkin: “Thénh str, moi ngai xem...” Chi nghe “ram’” mét tiéng, birc tuong da khong 16 khong ngo da



tach ra!

Buodi sang di duoc ba muoi kilomet, doc dudng gip phai sau chd dat sut, c6 noi thim chi hoan toan
khong thé di duoc, chi con cach bam vao vach da tréo qua. Ltr Canh Nam néi, c6 thé tran mua 16n ba
ngay trudc chinh 1a nguyén nhin gy nén sup 16 dat trén pham vi 16n. Budi trua, ho tim thiy mot chd
tuong doi rong rai, vach da 10m vao trong mot chut, hinh thanh nén mot hang dong ban thién nhién, lién
dirng lai chuin bi dung bita. Ciing may 13 doc dudng con c6 mot s6 hang hbc nhin tao niy nén ngudi
di duong mdi c6 mot s6 chd nghi ngoi. Lt Canh Nam ddt nhién noéi: “Giao su, dai su, moi ngudi xem
O trong nay...”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba ciing hen vao, chi thiy dudi dat c6 mot mau thudc, mau sic phai hét, cach do
khong xa con c6 hai miu nita, nhitng chd khac ciing c¢6 vai thi linh tinh. Gido su Phuwong Tan noi:
“Xem ra, bon chung di qua day rdi, gio dang & ngay phia truéc ching ta thoi.”

Lat ma A La gat dau: “Pung thé, dan Tang khong hut thir thubc nay.”

Lir Canh Nam nhin mit dat kho réo, néi: “Pau miu thude nay chua bi ngdm nudc thi khong mAt mau
dén mirc nay dau, it nhit ching ciing di qua day tir ba hom trude rdi.” Noi doan, ¢d xoay ngudi lai,
“An nhanh 1én, an xong chiing ta con phai 1én dudng cho sém.”

Lat ma A La lic dau: “Chi e ¢d mudn mét roi.”

Lir Canh Nam n6i: “Du thé no, ching ta cling phai dén xem thir mot phen, hon nira...” cd ngang
dau 1én, “chi c6 hai ngay t¢i day troi moi khong mua, néu sau hai ngdy ma van chwa qua dugc doan
duong trén vach nai ndy, mudn tién 18n lai cang kho khin hon gip boi day.”

Sau d6 doan ngudi lai phat hién ra nhiéu bao bi thyc pham vuong vai bén duong, mdi thir dudng
nhu déu cb tinh choc vao mét bon ho, khién ai néy cang thém non nong hon. Qua céc dau vét dbi
phuong dé lai, c6 thé phin doan so bd nhu sau, nhan s6 ctia chiing khoang tir mudi dén hai muoi
nguoi, déu dugc hun luyén ki cang. O nhitng chd dat sut sau con nura ba hdm trudce, con phat hién
dau vét sir dung dinh tan va day trugt. Ngoai ra ddm nguoi ndy thich ding cac d6 an c6 nhiét luong
cao, ¢ 1& 1a dén tir mot ving dét lanh 18o0. Théi quen thuong ngiy cta ching rat té, tai boc déu bi xé
rach toang, ddu mau thude vt lung tung, dai tiéu tién bira bai, lai con hut ca thude phién nira. Lir Canh
Nam cho rang, nhitng thdi quen nay rat gidng ctia dam linh danh thué. Vi gio phat nao ciing phai luon
10 qua mit tir than, nén tinh tinh chung hau hét déu hét strc luu manh. Con c6 mot sé dau vét chi ra
rang, thin hinh bon chiing khong cao 16n 1am — day 1a mot diém khong khoi khién nguoi ta phai sinh
nghi.

Théy L& Canh Nam phan tich hét strc rd rang, Trac Moc Cuong Ba dan dan cting 1inh hoi dugc mét
s6 cach tu duy cua Lir Canh Nam. Ca doan ngudi ¢t hianh quan nhu vay, ciing phai t6i hoang hon ngay
thir ba méi dén duoc con dudng 16n ma Lt Canh Nam noi ban dau.

Nhac Duong la nguoi dau tién kéu ca: “Gido quan a, ¢6 co thé dung con mat cua nguoi binh thuong



ma ndi véi ching i, con duong nay rét cude 1a thé nio khong? Pung c6 ding con mit cta ¢d nhin
van dé c6 duoc khong ha, cai ndy... cai niy ma goi 1a duong 16n u? RS rang 1a day trugt Pai Liu TO
ma.”

Pai Luu T 1a mot diém dic sac ctia dai hiép coc song Nhi Lo Tang B6, ciing 1a con dudng duy
nhit dé nguo1 cac bo toc nhu Mon Ba, Lac Ba vao ra Mdc Thoat, 1a mot s¢1 day sat to nhu cot dén dai
may traim mét, vit ngang hai bén vach nai. Khi truot qua, ngudi ban dia sir dung gia gd tu ché ga 1én
xich sét, roi quén mot soi thirng & eo hong, sau dé budc chat hai dau gia g0, hai chan gio 1én cao, kep
ho vao day xich, roi thuan theo do cong cua xich sat ma trugt xuéng, khi trurot to1 méy chuc mét cudi
cung, phai dung ca tay 1an chan dé bam leo 1én.

Néu khong du ki thudt va tai nghé, lac sip dén bd bén kia khong kip thoi bam ldy ddy xich, s& bi
truot nguoc trd lai, cudi cing lo ling & chinh gitta day xich, bén dudi miy traim mét 13 dong Nha Lb
Tang B6 song cudn 4m am nhu sim dong, gitta hiép coc lai thudong cé gid bubt thdi qua, nghe ndi mui
vi Ay that vo ctng kho chiu, da tirng c6 trudng hop bi hdi hing ma mic phai bénh than kinh. Khi ay,
cach duy nhét chinh 13 c6 ngudi gioi ki thuat truot qua, ddy nguoi phia trude sang bo ddi dién, ngoai
ra sb nguoi & trén xich st cung mot luc khong thé qua nhiéu, mot 1a dung cham vao nhau s€ cuc ky
nguy hiém, hai 13 day xich ciing khong thé chiu dugc trong luong qua 10n, c¢6 thé dut doan.

Bon Trac Moc Cudng Ba str dung banh xe truot, toc do di chuyén 16n hon gia gd nhiéu lan, hon
nita chi can leo 18n 12 ¢ thé truot di ngay, c6 diéu dén doan cubi clng thi van phai ding ca tay 1an
chan bo 1én.

May nguoi di trude déu da an toan sang bo bén kia, riéng Puong Man bdng dung so hii. Trac Mdc
Cuodng Ba khuyén my 1an, nhung ¢ van khong dam treo minh 1én. Khong con cach nao khac, gi danh
dé nhitng ngudi khac qua trude, cudi clng chi con lai hai nguoi, gi va Pudng Man, phai ¢6 vii mii,
cudi cung Pudng Man méi chiu déng y thir mot lan.

O dau bén kia, Lt Canh Nam hoi: “Pudng Man s¢ day thing ha?”

Gi4o su Phuong Téan noi: “Um, lac leo luéi thi khong s¢, nhung lac truot day hinh nhu hot sg mot
chat, ¢6 diéu chua 1an ndo so dén murc nay ca, moi lan cling déu hoan thanh xuit sic nhiém vy.”

Lt Canh Nam ndm soi xich trong tay, tram ngdm gidy 1at roi noi: “C6 thé co Ay tirng bi ran can.
Truong Lap, Nhac Duong, hai nguo1i lai gén day mot chut, doi lat nira néu co éy khong treo 1én dugc
thi gitp mdt tay kéo 1€n.”

Truong Lap va Nhac Duong chia nhau dirng hai bén day xich. Chi thiy Puong Man cin méi trugt
qua, vira toi dau bén nay, than hinh dirng siing lai, dang 18 phai 1ap tirc kep chat hai chan, dong thoi
dung ca hai tay 6m 1ay day xich leo 1én, nhung khong hiéu tai sao, tay Pudng Man van nim chit lay
banh xe truot, khong dam 6m 14y xich sat. Truong Lap voi hét 16n: “Bam lay xich sat, bam lay xich sat

di!” Pdng thoi cting Nhac Duong tién 16n trude mot bude, dén sat mép vach da, chudn bj tom ldy chin



DPudng Man kéo 1én.

Lic ndy, Puong Man d6t nhién trugt nguoc vé phia sau, Truong Lap va Nhac Duong déu khong
kip tom 14y, chi biét tro mit ra nhin Puong Man trugt di cang lac cang xa, ké d6 truot di truot lai trén
day xich miy luot, cudi cung dirng lai ¢ chinh gitta soi xich sit.

Lir Canh Nam n6i: “C6 4y khong qua duoc rdi, lac huan luyén sao khong phat hién ra vay?”

Lat ma A La noi: “C6 1& khi huan luyén lam twong ddi it, du sao truot day cling 1a mot hang muc rat
don gian, hon nita bén dudi bai hun luyén 1a cat, hoan canh khong giéng nhu bay gid.”

“Hinh nhu ¢6 ay khong chiu dugc nita rdi!” Truong Lap va Nhac Duong cung luc kéu 1én, chi thay
hai chan Pudng Man khong hiéu tai sao dot nhién tudt ra, ca nguoi lo ling trén soi xich sat, hon nita,
con dung dua dit doi gitra khong trung!

“Khong xong r6i, c6 Am phong!” D6i 16ng may 14 1iéu ctia Lir Canh Nam nhudng 1én, 1am bam noi,

“Danh xem c6 qua nd1 ctra ai nay khong vay.”

1. Dia hinh noi c6 con song chay qua khe hep gilta hai ngon nui.



Thu tang

Khu vire khong nguoi trén hoang mac, phong mét nhin ra chi thiy mot dai cat dai tit tip, thap cao
san sat, gid thdi da chay, mot doan nguoi Xép hang mot, trong tua nhu mot con sau dai nhiéu chan lic
1& bo trén cao nguyén hoang thd. Leo 1én ngon ddi cao nhat khu vyre, bon ngan mét so véi muc nude
bién, gi6 lanh thoi qua, tinh than con ngudi ciing thém phan phan chan, Merkin bit mot hoi khi lanh:
“Con duong quy quai ndy, rét cudc con bao xa nita day?”

Soares cudi gan lanh 1&80: “Thanh str, khong tim duoc dudng nira 42”7

Merkin ndi gian n6i: “T6i da bao bao nhiéu 1an roi, t6i ciing khong biét tai sao minh lai thinh thanh
cai gi st cai gi do, that su 1a ho khong hé noi gi voi toi ca. Gio khong cé cai dam nguoi ay, dirng goi
t6i nhu vy nita.” Y ngoanh sang nhin Soares, hét strc thanh khan néi. “Tin toi di, Soares, ngoai chuyén
huyét tri 14an trudc, t6i khong hé gidu giém anh bat cir viéc gi nira.”

Soares chi cudi cudi khong to thai do gi, tiép tuc tién 1én. Max di sau thay vay, khé nhéch mép 1én
Cuoi.

Vi khong c6 dudng, hon nita ddu dau cling thiy doi go dat san sat nhu rimg, nguoi khong quen
duong thude 161 cin ban khong thé diéu khién xe di trong khu vue ndy dugc. Nam chiée xe cta bon
Merkin déu hong doc duong, ca bon déu phai deo nhitng chiéc ba 16 ning né cude b tién 1én. Pay 1a
ving Tay Nam khu vuc A Ly, trong vong hai tram kilomet vuong khong thiy mot bong nguoi sinh séng,
cach di chi C6 Cach chung hon tram kilomet, két cdu dia ly cuc ky dac biét, dugce goi la “tho 1am”
(ring dat).

Pia mao “nli rung bz:ing dat” dac biét nay, la do tﬁng tram tich duéi day ho noi day tir thoi vién ¢
bi anh hudng bodi qué trinh tao son cuia diy Himalaya, muc nuéc ha xudng, day hd nang 1én, dong thoi
bi khi hau bién ddi va nudc song x6i mon cit xé ma hinh thanh nén. Vach nai dung dtng hiém tré thoat
nhin tyra nhu nhitng toa thanh, thap canh, thap Phat nguy nga hung vi, mu6n hinh van trang, trang 1¢ vo
cung.

Soares 14y ban do ra, noi: “Theo 101 tén nhé con kia, chic 12 & ngay gan day thdi, A Nam Thap
dang ngi1 say, A Nam Thép, bén kia...” O hudng Soares chi tay, chi thay rimg dét cao 16n tua nhu vo
s6 toa linh thap khong 16 dtng san sat canh nhau, xo4y thanh hinh rong, néu khong phai 1én cao nhin xa,
& gitra noi Ay thi can ban khong thé phan biét dugc.

Merkin vung tay 1én ra 1¢nh: “Chay t&1 d6!”

Hai tiéng d6ng hd sau, dam ngudi ndy ciing dén duoc dudi chan khu rimg dat, trong mat déu 16 ra

vé kinh ngac. Merkin nhéch mép 1én néi: “A, khd ma tin n61.”



Phia trudc go dat nhd cao, mit dat nit né, suon dc san sat ndi nhau nhur bat p, hang dat tring
trung diép diép nhu t6 ong, tir trai sang phai, nhin nght tim mit ma cling khong thay hét, khién nguoi ta
c6 cam gidc noi nay chang phai cao nguyén Ty Tang, ma nhu hang Mac Cao & Pon Hoang vay. “Trai
tim cia A Nam Thap, an chira 4nh sang mau bac...” Merkin 1am bam néi, roi nhin theo huéng chay
ctia khu rirng dat. Chi thdy nhitng go nhitng d6i san sat nhau nhap nho trai dai tir hudng Tay sang hudng
Bic, ngodn ngoéo udn khic, trra nhu mot con rong khong 16 dang ngdc dau 1én cao, mubn xé toang
khong gian ma di. Bon y ltic ndy chinh 1a dang dimg & dudi rong. Merkin bung ngon tay danh “tach”
mot tiéng: “Hudng Bac, hudng Bac.”

Vi hai bén dai hiép cc déu 1a cao nguyén cao miy ngan mét so voi muc nude bién, dia hinh song
kep gitta nai thé nay s& khién khong khi bi thdi vao hiép cdc sé& chi co thé tién ra theo mot hudng duy
nhat. Gi6 gidng nhu nude triéu, timg dot ting dot hét strc minh liét, gid 16n c6 thé thdi cho soi xich
ning né dung dua khong ngdt, ngudi ¢ trén day ciing gian nguy chang kém gi gip phai con séng than
trén bién 16n.

Con gi6 lanh 1am Puong Man chao dao trén day xich nhu con diéu dut day, lién tiép dao 1on miy
vong, mét tron nguoc 1€n, ban tay bam vao so1i thung mdi 1ac mdt loi dan. Nhin bPuong Man roi vao
tinh canh éy, L& Canh Nam non nong kéu 1€n: “Khong duoc 1di, cO éy khong tru dugc dau, to1 phai di
kéo co ay vé. Gi6 da ngirng chura?”

Bdng chot nghe Nhac Duong kéu toang 1én: “Cudng Ba thiéu gia, Cudng Ba thiéu gia qua r6i!”

Chi thiy Trac Moc Cudng Ba quan chit soi day ndi véi banh xe trugt vao ¢ tay, mot tay giit day
truot, nhanh chong ludt vé phia Pudng Man, diing trong khoanh khic gi6 vira ngiing, nguoi vira roi
xubng, gd di tira nhu chim éo diém nudc, 6m Puong Man vao 10ng, roi lao vt vé phia bén nay.
Truong Lap 1am bam n6i: “Cha, than thii Cudng Ba thiéu gia kha that, néu dén doan xiéc dién tap k¥,
dam bao 1a c6 nhidu nguodi dén xem 1am.” Lir Canh Nam chi khé hir mot tiéng, hang 16ng may cang
nhiu chat lai.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba coi ba 16, dat Pudng Man xudng dat, chi thdy sic mit c6 trang béch nhu to
gidy trang, moi tai xanh den, ¥ thirc mo hd, khong ngd dén ca hoi tho cling da ngung lai, gi voi vang
giap ¢o ho hép nhan tao. Dé bdn thd mot, chinh 13 4n nguc bon 14n, roi miéng ap miéng ho hép mot
1an, 1am nhu vay méy luot lién, Pudng Man méi khé khuc khic ho mot tiéng, cudi cung cling coi nhu
ho hap dugc binh thuong trd lai.

Cb tir tir mé mit ra, tréng thiy gwong mit mo hd ciing doi mét chan chira sy quan tim ctia Trac
Moc Cudng Ba, khé thé hit ra mot hoi: “Em. .. khong phai em... ¢ y dau.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba 6m chit Puong Man, nhe nhang an ti: “Anh biét ma, anh biét, khong ai trach
em dau.”

Nhac Duong va Truong Lap dimg bén canh thap giong ri ram: “Khéc, khoc, lai khoc réi...” Dén



gio thi tinh hay khoc ctia Pudong Man di duoc thanh vién trong nhom huan luyén dic biét quen thude
hét, chi cAn miéng ¢ hoi dau 1én, mit won wdt do, 1a da du khién cac thanh vién trong nhom phai dé
cao canh giac roi, dén ca lat ma A La ciing phai ndi ¢6 bé ndy nudc mit nhiéu nhu nude sudi, c6 troi
mdi hiéu c6 1ay dau ra nhiéu nudc mat dén thé, ctr nhu thé mii mai khong hét, dung mai khong kiét
vay. Tiéng khoc cua Puong Man gan nhu da thanh vii khi toi thuong cta nhém hoc vién, cong véi ¢o 1a
nguo1 nhod tudi nhit & day, Truong Lap va Nhac Duong da lén dat cho c6 mot cai biét danh, goi 1a
“cong chia nudc mii”.

Gido su Phuong Tan cbc vao sau gy mdi ngudi mot cai, dua cot thé nao thi ciing c6 gidi han cta
no.

Khong ngd, 1an nay biéu hién ctia Puong Man lai khic han du doan cta hai anh chang Truong,
Nhac, c6 khong roi 1dy mdt giot nudc mat nio. Truong Lap thim nhi: “Chang 18 13 vi gido quan ciing
& day?” Anh chang quay dau lai nhin Lir Canh Nam, khong biét c6 da tach ra khoi nhom tir ltic ndo,
moOt minh dimg bén bd vuc cho gié thoi. Ba Tang thi dimg & mot phia khac ctia vach da ngang dau 1én
nhin sic troi. Treong Lap cling ngude nhin 18n bau khong; chi thdy tirng d6a miy tring limg 1O troi
qua, vuon tay ra 1a c6 thé cham t6i, nhung vira trong thay diéu bo ctia Ba Tang, anh lién khong khoi
lanh hét ca ngudi: “Thoi tiét quy quai ndy, bao thay doi 14 thay doi ludn, chic 1a khong xuét hién thién
tai gi nita ddy chir?”

Vi su viée ctia Puong Man, toc d6 cua ca doan di cham lai. Sau khi vugt qua dai hiép coe song
Nhi L5 Tang B6, miy nguoi ctr nhim hudng Pong Nam thang tién. Doc dudng ndi non tring trung
diép diép, dinh nui tuyét phi trang xoa, lung chimg nii cdy xanh rop bong, chan nii hoa twoi nd ro,
hong tim dt mau. Py chinh 14 canh quan dic hitu cia ving ndy... mot ngon nii ¢6 du bén mia, mdi
niii mot phong canh riéng. Puong nii doc nguoc, rimg sau cdy cdi um tum, thi thoang lai ¢6 vai canh
chim chao liéng ngang troi, chbc chdc lai c6 da tha chay cit ngang duong, bon ho di mot mach dén luc
trovi i, khong khi mo mit swong mu, tro1 lai rai xuéng mdt con mura 14t phét, duong tron kho di, ca
doan lién dirng lai & mot chd bang phang bén canh khe nii dung trai qua dém. Bon phia xung quanh
cdy cdi cao 16n, che kin ca bau troi, gido su Phuong Tan phong mat nhin qua, khong gidu ndi niém
cam khai dang trao: “Rurng bach 16n qua!”

Cay bach ¢ khu vyc Lam Chi khac voi van sam, hay cdy bach dan ¢ rimg gia Nam MY, néu cung
cao bén muoi mét, thi cdy & chdu My ¢ thé néi 1a thang tap ma thanh t, con bach khong 16 & Lam Chi
lai to 1on hing vi. Tan cdy xoe rong nhu mot chiée 6 khong 16, chiém téi qua nira than cay, canh va ré
cling rat to 1n, trén canh cay c6 vo sd nhitng u nhirng buéu hinh dang khac nhau, chinh nhd vy ma cay
bach ¢ day rat dé tréo.

Sau khi chon xong noi cam trai, moi nguo1 chia nhau lam viéc. Hai ngud1 Truong Lap, Nhac

Duong phu trach thim do xung quanh, Trac Mdc Cuong Ba va Ba Tang khoe manh lo viée cam trai,



chit cay dot ltra, gido su Phuwong Tan va lat ma A La thi dya vao kinh nghiém ciing nhu tri thirc phong
phti ctia minh tién hanh trao doi nghién ctru khoa hoc, con Lit Canh Nam va Pudng Man thi phu trach
viéc hau can. Pudng Man chi bi kinh hoang mot luc chir khong ton thuong gi nén hoi phuc rat nhanh.

Truong Lap than van véi Nhac Duong: “Phai thim do dén tit cai go cao kia, xa qua di mat, con
viéc clia gido quan thi nhe nhang qua, chi can sip xép may cai ba 16, ldy do an ra 1a xong r6i.”

Lir Canh Nam ding sau lung anh chang cat tiéng: “Chua tirng nghe n6i phai ton trong phu nit bao
g0 ha?”

Truong Lap tirc khic run nhu cdy sdy, dén thd manh ciing khong dam. Nhac Duong thay vay thi
cudi thim trong bung, tién miéng hoi ludn: “Gido quan, gan ddy chac khong c6 loai di thi nio nguy
hiém dy chir? Pung c6 gidng nhu 1an trudc...”

L&t Canh Nam ngét 101 anh chang: “Str dung nhiing gi cac cau hoc duogc, tu tra 101 cau hdi nay di.”

Nhac Duong le ludi, 1an nay thoi gian chuan bi khong duoc day da 1am, ca bon déu nghi dén chiéc
may tinh chira di thir thong tin bao la van trong cta gido su Phuong Tan, doan chic c6 muon tra ctru
mot chut ciing khéng sao, chang ngd hon dao co doc trén cao nguyén ndy c6 hoan canh dia 1y hét strc
dac thu, nén da san sinh ra du cac loai sinh vat ky quai hiém théy trén do1, chi nhin ludt qua mot luot,
céc loai sinh vat nguy hiém da phai dung con s6 hang tram lam don vi tinh rdi. Truong Lap va Nhac
Duong cti dau  ril, xem ra 1an nay hai nguoi ho phai tap trung mot trim hai muoi phan trim tinh than
di thim do dia hinh xung quanh ddy roi. Lt Canh Nam van chua yén tim, trude khi ho di lai nhic nho
phai cha ¥ quan sat luc bam dit ctia cay co, va mirc d6 xOp cua thd nhudng ving ndy. Co ngudc mat
nhin 1én khong trung 1am bam: “Mua ma 16n hon nita, cac cdu ciing biét tinh hudng té nhat s& 13 nhu thé
nao roi day.”

Mot 1at sau, Truong Lap va Nhac Duong quay lai, khéng phat hién ra di tha gi nguy hiém, ciing
khéng tim dugce xung quanh c6 dau vét ctia con ngudi sinh séng.

Lit Canh Nam n6i: “Chd niy & siu trong nii, rat kho phat hién dugc ngudi sinh séng & ddy. An
com xong moi ngudi nghi ngoi cho tot, ngdy mai con phai di hét mot ngdy duong moi dén dich d6.”

Sau bira com, Lir Canh Nam c6 vé rét than bi kéo Pudng Man vao 1éu, Nhac Duong tinh mit da
ngadm ngam luu ¥, khong hiéu ra sao, vi chuyén nay trir trude dén gio chua tig xay ra 1an nio. Anh
chang tham nhv, ¢6 18 ndo 13 do gido quan ghen tuéng, mudn nhan lc ha trai nghi ngoi ma bao thu
Dudng Man ching?

Mua 16n dan, lat ma A La va gido su Phuong Tan thu don cac thr may moc, ca hai déu chau may
lai. Gido su Phuong T4n néi: “Po dbc sudn nii phia Bic 16n qua, thd nhudng o tinh acid yéu, mot
phén 1a sa thach, rat d& v& vun. Néu mua 16n thém chat nita, chi sg s& c6 dat da troi, hon nita chd nay
ring bach phan b rat thua thét, co 18 trude day da timg xdy ra roi. Pai su xem, doi chd cim trai ra

phia T4y ba tram mét liéu c6 t6t hon mot chut khong?”



Lat ma A La n6i: “Thé nhung chd nay di 14 noi bang phang cao nhét trong khu virc gan day roi, tir
lung chimg nti xudng dén trién ndii, ¢6 hai rinh siu tao thanh hinh chit bat, ¢6 18 néu c6 dat da troi thi
s& troi qua hai bén trai phai ctia chung ta mdi dung. Néu dich sang phia T4y, chiang phai 14 ching ta s&
& gitta quan thé thy tan kia hay sao?

Giao su Phuong Tan gat dau: “Noi chuyén véi Canh Nam, nghe v kién cua co Ay thé nao da.”

Trong 1éu, Pudng Min ngac nhién héi: “Co chuyén gi vay, gido quan?”

Lir Canh Nam ngan nglr do du mét lac, réi méi mién cudng ndi: “Man Man, ¢ thé nhd ¢b gitp toi
mot chuyén nho khong?”’

DPudng Man néi: “Ha?”

Lit Canh Nam noi: “La... 1a thé nay, cuic ao 16t cua to1 khong hiéu sao lai ket cung lai, t61 khong
co1 ra dugce, cir com com & lung thé nao éy, t61 mudn nho ¢o...”

Puong Man néi: “Chac, t6i con twdng 1a van dé gi 16n 1am chir, ndo, dé toi gitp cb coi 40 ngoai ra
da...”

Pang chuin bj dtng 1én, chot nghe lat ma A La & bén ngoai 1&u hoi: “Cé thé vao duoc khong?”

“A... duoc a, moi dai su vao.”

Lat ma A La vao trong 18u, noi v6i Litr Canh Nam: “Theo két qua quan sat cta bon Trac Moc
Cuodng Ba, va két qua trac dinh thd nhudng ctia chiing t6i, néu train mua nay tiép tuc, chiing ta can phai
dé phong co dat da troi.”

Lir Canh Nam noi: “Um, tdi biét roi. Liuc bat dau cim trai, toi da chon k§ roi, nhin thé nui nay, néu
xay ra dat d4 troi, chac 13 s& x0i qua hai bén chung ta thoi. Néu dai sur da noi thé, t6i nay phai nguoi
tryc dem di, luu ¥ quan sat can than, nhu vay 13 cling twong d6i 6n thoa r6i.”

Lat ma A La dua mit nhin vé mit ky quai ctia Lir Canh Nam va Pudng Man, git dau budc ra. Méi
di dugc khong xa méy, da théy Nhac Duong lam bd than bi chay t&1, hoi: “Pai su, hai ngudi bon ho
trong ay khong c6 chuyén gi chir?”

Lat ma A La n6i: “Chuyén gi 1a sa0?”

Nhac Duong néi: “Chi 14 tdi hoi ngac nhién, truéc day chua ting thiy gido quan va ¢ Man Man
than thiét voi nhau nhu vay, hom nay ¢6 Man Man s¢ day thirng 1am chdm tré hanh trinh cta ching ta,
to1 s¢ glao quan sé...”

Lat ma A La mim cudi ndi: “Gido quan Canh Nam khong nho nhen nhu vay dau. Um, c¢6 diéu nghe

cAu noi, vira roi t6i & trong 1éu thiy nét mit hai nguoi bon ho, cling hoi ky quai that.”



Chuong 21:
CANH CUA SINH MENH



C6 cach co quan Phat

Hai mét Nhac Duong sang 1€n, voi roi rit hoi: “Oi cha, vay sao? Tinh hinh ltc do thé nao vay?”

Lat ma A La va Nhac Duong néi duogc hai ba cau, gido su Phuong Tan di qua lién hoi: “Hai ngudi
dang noi chuyén gi ma ctr phai thi tha thi thim vay?”

A La chi khé cuoi cudi, lac dau quay di. Nhac Duong lai thip giong ndi véi gido su Phuong Tan:
“Gi4o su, ong c6 cam thdu hom nay thai d6 ctia gido quan c6i ¢6 Man Man khéng 6n 1dm khong, dic
biét 12 sau khi an com 4y. Lat Ma A La n6i, vé mit ho lic & trong 1éu rat ky quai, toi lo 1 c6 chuyén gi
Xy ra mat”

Giao su Phuong Tan néi: “Chic khong dau, ma cau lo cai gi co chir?”

Nhac Duong lién khoa tay mua chin néi: “Chinh 1a cai van dé Ay Ay, moi nguoi déu biét ca roi.
chic khong can t6i phai ndi ra cht” Anh chang nghiéng nghiéng dau vé phia 1éu ctia Trac Moc Cudng
Ba gt git may cai.

Gi4o su Phuong Tan cudi cudi v nhe 18n vai Nhac Duong : “May ngudi tré cac cau ay a...”

Nhac Duong voi thim cai: “Khong phai dau, ca lat ma A la ciing tn mat trong thdy roi ma, ong dy
ndi ho & trong 1éu thé nay...thé kia...”

Vira hay luc 4y Ba Tang ¢ trong 1éu di ra, thay gido su Phuong Tan chi lic lac dau khong noi gi,
bén hoi: “Sao thé, gido su? Co can toi gitp gi khong?”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan mim cuoi: “Nghe Nhac Duong noi, gido quan Lir Canh Nam va c6 Puong
Man hinh nhur dang bat kiém giuvong cung ¢ trong 1éu kia kia, khong biét c6 phai that khong nira...”

May phit sau. Truong 1ap xdng vao l1éu cua Trac Moc Cudng Ba kéu toang 1én: “Khdong xong 161,
Cudng Ba thiéu gia, gido quan va c6 Man Man dang danh nhau trong 1éu r6i! Giéng may ba danh da
danh nhau ngoai cho Ay, giat toc xé 40 d6i phuwong, nhén nhéo hét ca 1én roi!”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba voi dung phit day, 16n tiéng néi: “Ha? Sao lai thé co chi?”

Bén trong 1éu, Pudng Man dua tay quét méy giot mo hoi li ti trén tran, hoan hi néi: “Pugc roi, cudi
cung cling thao duogc ra”

L& Canh Nam ngoanh dau lai n6i: “Cam on...” Dot nhién, Trac Moc Cuong Ba sung suc nhu con
bo mdng tho dau vao trong 1éu: “’Céc co...

Truong Lap ca Nhac Duong dimg dang xa nhin bong Trac Moc Cudng Ba khuat sau chiéc 1éu. Anh
chang ho Truong thif thio hoi: “Tin tirc c6 dang tin cdy khong ddy, Cuong Ba thiéu gia d3 xong vao
ro1...”

Chi nghe mot tiéng “A...” sic nhon rach ngang bau troi dém dang mua 14m tham, rd rang 12 tiéng



hét ctia mdt cd gai nhung lai khong giéng tiéng ctia Man Man. ..

Trac Moc Cuong Ba 6m nira gwong mit rat bong l1ai thui ra khoi cin 18y, di tim Truong Lap va
Nhac Duong, chi mat hai anh chang lacm chuyén néi: “Cac cau...ai bao bon ho danh nhau ha! La ai?”
Truong Lap voi vang giai thich: “Toi nghe anh Ba Tang néi thé ma”

Nhac Duong xiing xua tay lia lia: “T61 khong noi, t61 khong c6 nd6i ma!”

Su viéc nhanh chong dugce lam 1o, Lt Canh Nam danh mat tuyén bd, hom nay Truong Lap va Nhac
Duong truc dém. Ca hai anh chang khong hiéu sao minh lai choc gian gido quan dén thé, ciing khong
hoi duogc rot cude Cuong Ba thiéu gia da phat hién ra chuyén gi. Pém vé khuya, hai ngudi ngdi bén
canh 1éu Trac Méc Cuong Ba gio tAm bat 1én che mua, Itra van chdy nhung gi6 lanh thdi v vi, mura
duong nhu lai I6n hon mot chat. Vi Ba Tang da lanh lung nhic nhé tr trude réng: “Can than mot chut,
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dém nay doc nti doi dién co thé bi sut 16 day!” Nén hai ngudi déu khong dam di ngi. Truong Lap run
16n mot cai, 1au bau oan trach: “Péu tai cai théng ngéc nha cau, hai t61 phai truc dém theo”

Nhac Duong noi: “Lam sao trach toi chi, t61 1am sao biét dugc ho 1am gi trong do, t61 cling lam
sao biét dugc Cudng Ba thiéu gia lai dé kich dong nhur thé, vai ca t6i 1am sao biét duoc sau khi
Cudng Ba thiéu gia vao trong ay...gi4o quan bong hét 1én the thé nhu thé. Toi lai ching tudng moi
nguoi s& cung di ra, khong thé vi chat chuyén nho nay ma gay 16n véi nhau duoc, chuyén gido quan co
¥ voi Cudng Ba thiéu gia anh xiing biét roi con gi, dung 13 hiém c6, ba gia Ay lai ndy nd mam tinh, von
13 t6i cling rat hi vong vao gido quan...chic, nhung tiéc ndi Cuong Ba thiéu gia lai yéu c6 Man Man
dén chét di song lai nhu thé, t6i thiy hy vong ctia gido quan khong 16n roi”

Truong Lap voi dit tay 1én mbi: “Suyt...nghe thay tiéng gi khong?”

Nhac Duong vénh tai lang nghe: “Chi c6 tiéng mua thoi ma?”

Truong Lap noi: “Khong phai...” Anh nheo mat lai, tra hd mubn nhin xa hon chut nira, roi dot
nhién dimg phat day, chi vé phia xa kéu lén, “nhitng cai cay kia hinh nhu dang chuyén dong”

“A” Nhac Duong dua hian sang bén trai, ca nguo1 trugt chan db sap vao chiéc 1éu, Trac Moc
Cudng Ba nam bén trong 14p tirc bi giat minh tinh giac, voi hoi: “Chuyén gi thé?”

Nhac Duong con chua kip tra 101, Trac Moc Cuong Ba dd & trong chui ra, Truong Lap chi tay vé
phia xa n6i: “Anh xem dam cay kia c6 phai dang di dong khong?”

Ping xa t6i den nhur mure, bong cay khong 16 kéo dai hinh thanh nén séng lung con quai vat, khong
nhin k¥ quéa nhién kho phét hién duoc nhitng cay 4y dudng nhu dang khé chuyén dong, khong phai, toc
d6 di dong dang dan ting Ién! Luc Trac Moc Cuong Ba ngudc mit nhin, su chuyén dong cta ciy cbi
da hét stre o rét réi,gﬁ thép giong noi: “Sut 16 roi, trién nai bi sut”

Pat da troi am am d6 xudng, ting cdy r6i lai ting cdy ¢ thu do rap. Dong 1ii von chay than hai
duong rinh hai bén trai phai, d6t nhién lai tuén thém mot dong dat cat chay vao chinh gitra, nhim thing

hudng 1€u trai lao t&1. Truwong Lap kéu toang 1én: “Dat da trdi té1 r 61, mo1 nguoi mau ra di!”



Trac Moc Cudng Ba thdt: “Khong kip mat roi!” Thiy dong dat da troi thang vé phai 1éu trai ctia
Puong Man va Lt Canh Nam , gd voi rat con dao sin ca siu & bip vé, vung 1én chém dut soi day
thirng c6 dinh 1éu bat, cling khong kip tim ngudi, chi cach mot 16p chin mo thiy hai ngudi, voi om
chit, 1an sang mot bén. Ba Tang ngudi vira méi lan di, dong dat da troi 1éch hudng kia da nudt ching
chiéc 1&u bat roi chay tiép chirng gan 500m nita méi ding lai.

Lic ndy gido su Phuong Tan va miy ngudi khdc mdi ra khoi 1éu. Pudng Man va Lit Canh Nam tho
dau ra khoi dong vai chin ling nhung, chi thdy Truong Lap va Nhac Duong sic mit tii mét dimg bén
canh, mot nguoi dua tay lau mo hoi thot 1én: “Nguy hiém qua!”

Gio su Phuong Tan néi: “Nhin trén kia kia, dong dat d4 thir hai lai sap hinh thanh roi, ching ta
phai 1ap ttrc ro1 khoi day thoi”

Tam ngudi voi vang thu don hanh trang, ro1 khoi khoanh dat br;“mg voi toe do nhanh nhét c6 thé, roi
theo ¥ kién ban dau cua gido su Phuong Tén, dich sang phia Tay chirng hon 300m, chuyén t6i vi tri
trung tAm cta khu rirg. Dong dat da troéi hoanh hanh hung hin bén ngoai, nhung déu bi nhitng gdc cay
quai di nay chan lai, chi tro1 thém dugc méy mét 13 d3 bi chia cat thanh dong nho, khong con cudn
cudn hung dir nira.

Truong Lap ngac nhién nodi: “Tai sao gido su Phuong Tan lai biét day 1a ving an toan?”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan diém dam giai thich: “Doan ndy von 13 khu vuc thudng xuyén xay ra dat da
tr1, nham thé va nai déu d& xuat hién hién twong dat troi d4 16, nhung rimg cay niy chic ciing miy
tram tudi r6i, co thé gilt dugc tinh trang khong bi pha hoai cho t6i tan bay gio, ching to bo ré cla
nhirng thuc vat ky la ndy con bam dat chit hon bo ré ciia cay bach, vi vay noi nay c6 18 1a twong doi an
toan”

Nhin dong dat d4 xdi vao khoanh dit bang phang phia trén kia, dong thoi chat chong chit dong 1én
do, noi éy dan dan tré nén rong hon, phéng hon, Nhac Duong 1¢ ludi ndi: “Me ctia toi oi, thi ra 1a chd
d6 1a do dat da troi tich tu ma thanh, suyt chut nira chiing ta tu chui dau vao ro roi”

Lir Canh Nam n6i: “Lan ndy t6i so sudt, cling may da phat hién kip thoi, danh dé moi ngudi tam
nghi ngo1 trong khu ring nay vay”

Lat ma A La lac dau néi : “Pia diém von khong chon sai, chi 1a khong ngd hai dong dat da troi dy
lai va cham tic dong 1an nhau, dan dén chuyén hudng x6i théng vao gitra, day la tu nhién bién hoa
khén ludong, ching ta khong thé du doan mot cach hoan toan chinh xac duoc dau, sip xép ngudi canh
phong ban dém, gitr canh giac bat ctr lic ndo 13 hanh dong dung dan”

Trong khu rirng day nhitng cdy cdi quai di d6, troi lai mua gié 4m am, mudn binh yén ngi mot giac
no c6 dé dang gi, moi nguoi déu mé mat thao 1ao ca dém dai, ngdy hom sau lai tiép tuc dya theo chu
thich trén ban do, nham hudng Pong Nam thang tién.

“Binh.....dinh dinh....” gitta khu vurc hoang vu khong ngudi lanh 180 ménh mong vang 1én tiéng duc



déo chat chiia, bén canh méy chiéc 1éu bat 1a mot pho turgng Quan Am cao dén mudi bon mudi 1am
mét dirng nghiém trang trong hang dong. Khéng, day duong nhur khong phai Quan Thé Am Bb Tét ngan
tay ngan mat truyén thong, trude tién 1a tao hinh ctia phan dau pho twong c6 tdi ba mat, dong thoi
nguoi tho tay nghé hét st uyén tham éy da tao cho buc trgng mét vé mat mim cuoi d?ly ve tur bi,
nhung khoe miéng lai nhéch 1én lanh lung ngao nghé; k éd6 1a, ngan tay ngan mat, bién thanh ngan tay
ngan miéng, gitra long ban tay, khéng phai con mét quan sat thé su ma 13 nhitng cai miéng hinh dang
khac nhau, c6 céi nhéch mép, cudi gén, coO cai nghjén rang nghjén lo1, co cai ha to nhu chau mau,
tuong Phat nhu vay, that khién nguo1 ta phai kinh hai, lanh nguoi.

Lic nay bén ngoai pho trong da da 1ap xong gian gido, bén trén ngudi budce qua bude lai hét strc
ban ron, ho cin trong duc tirng nhét 1én d6, nhung dam ngudi nay khong phai dang tac twong ma
dang....

“Ram” Mot mang 16n trude nguc tuong Phat troc ra roi Xuéng, dudi dat bui bay mu mit. Merkin
huyt sao, thai do vo cing ung dung. Y cam bd dam 1én hoi: “Pa thiy chwa?”

Soares dung trén gian gido dap 10i: “Chua thiy, chic con phai duc sau thém chut nita, chit d4 &
day khong t6t, rat dé bong tréc, chic chi lat nita 1a xong thoi” Vira dut 101, lai mot tiéng dong nita vang
1én, ké d6 1a mot mang d4 16n hon tréc xudng, trude nguc buc twong da khong 16 1ién 16 ra mot mang
kim loai, Soares murng r& néi: “Xong 101, dé toi khoi dong co quan xem”

Merkin nging dau 1én nhin vang tran ctia trong Quan Am, noi do, phia trén doi mét Phat tir bi hién
hoa, c6 mot con mat 16n phét ra nhitng tia sang bang bac. Chi cdn Soares cam bon cdy quyén trugng
vao ban kim loai noi nguc tugng Phat, con mit bac éy s€ roi xuéng, ma con mat nay, tuong truyén co
thé md ra mot bi mit con 1on hon gap boi.

Soares 14y ra bon cy gay dai chirng mot thude (khoang 30cm), mot dau hinh thoi, bén trén hinh
thoi kham mot phién tron bang kim loai to nhu dong tién c6 hinh v&. Soares quan sat bang kim loai, roi
cam dau c6 dong tién vao 18 tuong tmg, tir tir cam sau vao, mdi khi mdt cdy quyén trugng dan vao, con
mét 16n trén tran tuong da lai loi ra mot chut, bui da 14 ta rai Xuéng nhu mua.

Soares dan do: “Xong roi, mot dtra chiing may 1én 1ay n6 xudng di”

Mot tén trong dam tha ha lién xan tay 40 bam vao canh tay tuong Phat tréo 1én, vira méi leo dugc
hai ba mét, dot nhién kéu “A...” mot tiéng 16n, truot chan roi khoi gian gido cao mudi1 mét. Soares
lién vung roi ra, quan chit tén do6, kéo trd lai gian gido r6i hoi: “Chuyén gi vay?”

Tén kia dap: “Khong biét nira, hinh nhu c6 con gi d6 can toi mot cai”

Soares xoay xoay cO tay tén do, vira trong thiy vét thwong lién néi luon: “O? Bo cap, may cham
phai chd nao r6i?”

Tén kia lac dau: “Pau c6 dau, toi bam vao canh tay twong Phat tréo 1én thoi, vét thuong bat dau té

di ro1”



Soares chi vao hai tén khac néi: “Hai thiang chiing may, d& né xudng dudi, tiém huyét thanh vao”

Vira dit 101, dudi chan bdng rung 1én dir doi, ca gian gido phat ra nhirng tiéng “ric ric lach cach”,
mot canh tay pho twong co hd nhu muén nhic 1én. Merkin bén dudi nhin thiy twong da bién d6i, voi
vang voi 1én hoi: “Sao vay? Xay ra chuyén gi a?”

Soares dap: “Khong sao, pho tugng nay la twgng co quan Phat, gio t61 da khd1 dong co quan, chi
so trong Phat sap sup xudng roi. Toi sé dich than di 14y con mét bac, anh t6 chirc cho ngudi bén dudi
rat di” Ké @6 y lai quay sang bao dam nguoi dang lao dong trén gian gido, “Ching may 1ap tirc roi
khoi day, sap sap tdi noi r6i”

Thén hinh Soares lc nhe, tréo 18n véi toc d6 nhanh hon tén vira ndy khong biét bao nhiéu lan. Lic
leo t6i gin chd canh tay qua nhién trong cai miéng noi long ban tay bo ra mdt con bo cap dai chirng
10cm, toan than tring nhu tuyét, chi ¢6 mii kim noi dudi 13 mau den. Soares 14y 1am hing tht, ngac
nhién thét 1én: “Khong ngd lai 12 bo cap tring” Y vuon tay ra, thinh thao bat 1ay con bo cap, rdi ném
Xuéng dudi eo, vay la da cho con vat vira bat dugc vao mot chiée lo thuy tinh.

Dot nhién noi déc nach ctia canh tay d6 c6 da vun roi xudng, ca canh tay lap tirc giy lia, Soares
suyt chit nita ciing roi xudng theo, may ma kip bam vao mot canh tay khac. Lic nay, trong chd giy kia,
duong nhu ¢6 gi do nhuc nhich, dua mét nhin lai, thi théy vo s6 bo cap tréng dang tran ra, bo loan lung
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tung khap noi. Soares ciing khong khoi kinh ngac, nhi tham: “Nhiéu vy sao!” Song y ciing khong kip
nghi ngoi gi nhiéu, lai tiép tuc nhanh nhen leo 1€n. Bén trén lai c6 mdt canh tay gay khac roi Xuéng
gitta dau. Soares voi lach ngudi né tranh, canh tay y dat chan ciing roi, ca ngudi y thut xudng. Y lién
bam tay vao mot canh tay khac, géng stc ap sat than tuong Phat, dot nhién bong nghe théy mot tiéng “c
ach”

Soares 13 ngudi kinh nghiém phong phu, vira nghe tiéng dong 1a biét ngay ddy chinh 1 4m thanh
phat ra trude khi co quan khoi dong, lién khong chit ngan ngilr vung ciy roi dai trong tay ra, quan 1y
mot canh tay du tir bén trai sang bén phai twgng Phat, mdy miii lao den ngdm suot qua vai. Lic du qua
bang kim loai chd nguc twong Phat, chi nghe bén trong vang 1én nhirng tiéng “cach cach cach cach”
khong ngurng, Soares thAm than “hong roi”, voi dap chan vao bang kim loai hong tanng thém toc do.
Qua nhién, vira ludt qua do, tén va mui lao lién ban ra vu vi, chi hoi chdm mét chuat 1a 130 da bi ban
16 chd nhu t6 ong roi.

Soares du sang canh tay bén phai, khong dam ngirng lai, thu roi lai r6i tiép tuc vung ra quin vao
mot canh tay khac, mugn lyc d6 nhay 1én canh tay, doan nhanh chong leo 1én may met nhu leo thang
tre, ké d6 da téi vai tuong Phat. Khong ngd chit da chd vai twong chi 1a mot 16p mong dinh, Soares
vira gidm lén di dap v& mot khoang 16m, chan thut vao trong, Y 14m nguy ma khong rdi loan, ing bién
tire thi, hau tay bam duoc tai tugng Phat, tirc khic rat chan 1én, 16n nguoc nguoi mot vong, da ding

1én trén tai twong Phat. Soares vuon tay ra 14y con mit bac xuéng, 1am bam ming chiri: “Tuong Phat



quy quéi ndy, con ghé hon co quan cua ngudi Maya nita”. Ngoanh dau nhin lai y mdi nhan ra chd minh
vura dap vo lai tranra vo s6 bo cap tréng nho, con chd dit con mét bac khong hiéu da sép Xép co quan
gi ma ciling bat dau chay ra rat nhiéu chat dich mau do.

Libo cap tréng d4 tran ra rat nhiéu, chiém ctr hét gﬁn ntra vai tugng Phat va hau hét cac canh tay,
Soares trong mot thoang ciing khong tim thdy chd nao dit chin, ma tai twong Phat ciing d bi vo sb bo
cap trang khac tran 1én. Luc nay, y lai nghe bén dudi chan c6 tiéng “lach cach”, cai dau quan sat, thiy
goc tai cling bat ddu c6 vun d4 roi 1a ta, Soares nhiu chit hai hang 16ng may, 1am bam chui: “Ché
chét” Y ngéng dau 1én, bam léy toc xo0dn 6¢ cla tuong Phat, tréo 1én dinh dau. Chi nghe mot tiéng
“buc”, tya hd nhu co tAm mang chin bj pha vo, ké d6 mot luong 16n dich do tran ra noi 16 tai twong
Phat, tai Phat tua ho nhu lam bé“tng d4t bot, vira d6 nude vao 1a tan ra ngay, cai cai tai roi luon Xuéng
dudi,. Vay con chua hét, lai nghe “xi” mot tiéng nita, trén dinh dau tuong Phat cling bat dau ri ra thi
dich @6 kia, Soares khong con dudng nao dé di, chi biét md mat nhin tran tran chd ding ctia minh bat
dau dung dua dao ddng, cudi cung cling khong nhin néi ma ngoac miéng ra chiri: “Ché chét! Khén nan!
Bon nguoi C6 Céch troi danh!...” Loi con chua duat, ca dau tuong Phat da roi khoi than tuwgng, Soares
cling theo d6 ma roi xudng.

Cung lac Ay, Merkin ¢ dudi dat ciing kinh hoang ludng cudng ca tay chan. Y khong tai nio ngd
duoc mot pho trong 16n nhu thé, vay ma bao sup 1a sup xudng ngay dugc. Hién trudng loan nhu bay
ong v t6,cin ban khong thé nao chi huy duoc, danh ai c6 mang nguoi ay chay thoi vay. Merkin vira
mdi tranh ra mot bén, da thiy dau tugng Phat khong 16 roi uynh xudng dat, v 1am bén nam manh, chat
dich mau do ban ra tung toe, lan khap mat dat, qua giéng nhu mau chay thanh song. Merkin va dam thi
ha déu bi dinh kha nhiéu chét dich nay 1én ngudi. Bon bo cap tréng kia, khong hiéu nhan duoc thong
tin gi tir chat dich, lién nhu bay so6i doi thiy thit twoi, gdu cho ngiri duoc mui mat, tirc khic o dén nhu
thac 1t Merkin thy tinh thé khéng hay, ngoac miéng chiri mot tiéng: “Cho chét”, roi xoay ngudi co gio
b6 chay. Ca dam tha ha ciing ludng cudng chay theo.

Soares lo 1ing trén khong, thi ra luc tir trén trdi cao roi xudng, rot cude y ciing nhd vao tai nghé
dung roi ctia minh kip thoi quan vao gian gido, nhit lai tinh mang tir tay tir than. Nhan lic dam bo cap
trang chua kip vay kin, y 14p tirc rat roi roi lai ném ra, lién tiép bon 1an cudi cung ciing ha chin xubng
dat, chay lao theo dam ngudi Merkin.

Ca dam ngudi chay mot mach nira tiéng dong hd, tréo 18n mot cai thap dat twong dbi cao. Merkin
thd hon hén noi: “Khong dudi . khong dudi theo nita roi”. Diém lai quan sb y phat hién ra thiéu bon
ngudi, ma ciing khong phai quay lai im lam gi nita, ai ndy déu rd sd phan cta bdn tén d6 thé nao roi.
Merkin nhin con mit bac trong tay Soares, vira thd vira mim cudi néi: “Ching may, day chinh 1a di
tich C6 Cach treo nguoc giita khong trung day”

Soares nghién ring noi: “Nhan 18n, dua t6i hai 6ng huyét thanh, chd ma that”



Merkin kinh ngac thét 1én: “Sao co? Ca anh ma ciing. ..?”

Soares ndi: “Um, lac dap 1én vai pho twgng. Nhitng co quan chét tiét nay toan thiét ké & nhitng chd
nguoi ta khong thé twdng twgng ra ndi” Merkin tram giong ndi: “Trung Qudc du sao ciing 6 dén nim
ngan nam lich str, ki thudt co quan ctia ho phat trién ciing twong ddi kinh ngudi, chiing ta khong thé co
tdm 1y cau may duoc. Céi hang Thién Phat niy chang qua chi 1a mot pho twong co quan Phat binh
thuong ma d dang so nhuong nay, Pao Huyén Khong tur chi s con nguy hiém nhiéu hon nita diy”



Thon Cong Bo

Pudng nii dbc ding, hon nita lai vira dit con mua nén rat tron, dit moi nguoi da di giay dinh
chuyén leo nui ciing van lén dugc mot budc lai truot vé nira budc. Cang di sau vao trong lai cang
khong thdy bong dang dau tich gi clia con nguoi. Song noi niy son thanh thiy td, sau con mua cay cbi
déu xanh mudt mat, bay chim chao liéng trén khong lai cang ting thém phan sinh dong, doan ngudi bon
Trac Moc Cudng Ba di duong vat va, ma khong ai cam thay kho s& gi. Ho di hét mot ngiy dudng gian
kho, t6i gﬁn budi xé chiéu, phia trudc bong hién ra mot 1an khoi md. Nhac Duong murng r& reo vang:
“Cé6 nguoi, phia trudc co nguoi”

Di t6i dudi chdn mdt ngon nui khong biét tén, qua nhién trong son cdc c6 mdt thon lang hién 1én
trudc mat, sdng hon tram hd dan tréng rat gidng véi phong cach dan Tang. Mt con dudng nho quanh
co di xuyén qua khu lang, din thang ti siu trong khe nai. Ca nhom ngudi mirng vui ra mit, chay thang
t&i khu lang Ay, tinh than ai ndy déu phan chan han 1én. Ngudi dau tién ho gip dugc 13 mot ¢o bé chin
gia stic. CO bé dyra ngudi vao sat canh cong lang, chiéc roi da trong tay vung vay nhé nhe, chiéc 4o
Pho Lb dé bang 16ng ctru va tim khin dau d6 twc nhu Itra anh 18n cliing rang chiéu ruc r& noi troi Tay
va lii ctru trang toat dudi 1an may khoi 1ing 1o. Canh tuong hién 18n nhu mdt bire tranh son thity kho ta
ndi bang 10i. Pan ciru da ngoan ngodn tré vé thon trang, nhung cd bé van luu luyén nhin vé phuong
bong, tua hé nhu dang do1i a1 6. Truong Lap mat sang lén, dang chuén bi budc 1én chao hoi, ¢o bé
kia thdt nhién trong thiy nguoi la, voi kéu 18n mot tiéng rdi vung roi dudi dan ctru chay di, chi dé lai
trong mat nhom khach phuong xa mot bong hinh yéu diéu méng manh.

Pi vao giita lang, chi thay gia tré gai trai, hau hét déu dirng chan nhin ngd may du khach la mit.
Trang phuc ctia ho dam nét ddc trung cta nguoi Tang, song lai ¢ phong cach rat riéng, tura hd nhu
phuc strc ctia ngudi Mon Ba, nhung lai khong hoan toan 1a thé.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba sai chin 1én trudc, dung tiéng Tang hoi mot 6ng gia trong gidng ngudi Tang:
“Ong o1, ching t61 & ngoai nli vao day, mudn ta tac mot dém, & day c6 chd nao tra tam khong a?”

Giong 6ng gia kia vang 1én gt gong: “Cau nodi cai gi? Toi khong hiéu?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba thoat nghe, nhan ra day 1a mot kiéu phat 4m chang giong tiéng Tang binh
thuong ciing khong gidng tiéng Tang c¢6, ma duong nhur 13 giira hai thir tiéng Ay, nghe nira hiéu nira
khong, gi lién dut khoat dung tiéng Tang c¢6 hoi mot luot. Ong gia kia 1ién 16 vé ngac nhién ra mit, o
rang 1a cam thay kinh ngac trudce chuyén Trac Moc Cuong Ba biét néi tiéng Tang co; thé nhung, ong ta
ciing chi lanh lung ddo mot cau: “Khong biét”, rdi quay nguoi di thang.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba 14y 1am ngac nhién. Ga hiéu rd, dong bao ctia minh déu 1a nhitng ngudi nhiét



tinh hiéu khach, nhung dan toc trong nii nay sao lai lanh lung nhu nudc da thé kia? Lat ma A La va
Trac Moc Cudng Ba lai chia nhau di hoi miy ngudi khéc, tir t& mot chut thi tra 161 “Khong biét”, con
dau thi thiy ho lai gan 1a d tranh ra xa, di dugc miy budc lai ding, ngoanh dau quan sat. Thang thimg
hon nira, c6 ngudi tham chi con 16n tiéng quat dudi: “Pi di, di di, chd ching toi ddy khong tiép khach
vung ngoai. Mdc xac cac anh la nguo1 gi thi ngudi! Moi cac anh mau mau di khoi day cho”

D3 dén gid com tdi, ngudi trong 1ang duong nhu d3 hen nhau trude, dot nhién tan di hét, nha nha
ctra kin nhu bung, duong lang bong dung tré nén hoang vang thé lwong. Tam nguoi chan nan tu lai
gitra lang, nhin gi6 thoi 14 bay xao xac, cay cé dung dua, tAm tinh triu han xudng. Pudng Man dau moi
1én n6i: “Ngudi ¢ day sao lai nhu thé chir?” Truong Lap va Nhac Duong ngo ngac nhin nhau khong
biét tra 101 the nao.

Gi4o su Phuong Tan néi: “C6 18 1a mdi noi mdi phong tuc thoi” Ba Tang chi cudi gan khong ra
tiéng,

Lat ma A La n6i: “Theo ban do, thi noi kia ciing gan ¢ day thoi, khong biét ngudi trong lang nay co
biét gi khong nhi”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba noi: “Khong thé nao day, chuyén tir hon ngan nim trude, ai nhé ndi chir”

Gido su Phuong Tan lac dau phan doi: “Khong, ¢6 rat nhiéu noi di mat hét vin tu va hinh vé ghi
chép sy kién, nhung ngudi dan dia phuong van dung hinh thirc truyén thuyét hodc cau chuyén than
thoai dé luu truyén cho doi sau. chang han nhu dan cu & Song Nhii Son, Han Virong md déu biét
truyén thuyét ndi vé mo ¢6”

Lit Canh Nam n6i: “Ngudi ta da khong hoan nghénh, vay ching ra ra ngoai thong dung 1éu ha trai
di. Pang nio ciing khong thiéu nude vai thire an. Sang som mai s& 1én dudng, khong 1am phién téi ho
ntra”

Vay 14 ca nhom chon mot khoang dat tréng phia Pong lang, cam 1éu ha trai, d6t lira ndu com. Trac
Moc Cuong Ba giup Pudng Man nhen Itra, bi ¢6 tréu choc, hun cho mudi khéi dinh den si ca mit.
Nuéc con chua s6i, bdng nghe sau léu o tiéng cdi va. Trac Moc Cudng Ba chay ra xem thtr, thi thay
Ba Tang dang lanh lting nhin mot dira bé trai chimg tdm chin tudi, Truong Lap va Nhac Duong dang
mdi ngudi ndi mot cau gi d6. Vira thiy Trac Moc Cudng Ba t61i, ca hau voi tranh nhau néi: “Cudng Ba
thiéu gia, thang nho ndy an trom d6 ciia ching ta”

Mat miti théng bé 14m lem bun dét, hinh nhu vira choi dua tha thich & dau vé, d6i mat sang cr nhin
cham chdp vao nguoi ta khong chiu chdp, ban tay nho nam chit lai , diéu bo vé nhu oan vc 1dm. Trac
Moc Cudng Ba than thién hoi: “Bé con, t€n chau 1a gi?”

Pira bé ciing 1ay 1am ngac nhién trude ngudi dan dng biét ndi tiéng Tang cd nay, ngude 1én nhin
than hinh cao 16n cua Trac Moc Cuong Ba: “T61 tén Thir Cat”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba lai noi: “Tt 1am, Thir Cat, co thé cho chi biét tai sao chau lai trom dd n cta



chung ta khong?”

Sac mat Tha Cat 1ap tire ddy vé phin nd, ban tay nho lai cang ndm chit hon: “Khéng c6! Toi khong
c6!” Piéu bd thang nhdc nhur thé dang ndi, c¢o danh chét tdi ciing khong thira nhan.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba ngang dau 1én: “”’Né bao khong an trom”

'37

Truong Lap va Nhac Duong cung luc kéu 1én: “Néi bay day!” Truong Lap noi : “T6i tin mat
chirng kién n6 dang luc balo ciia chung ta. Anh Ba Tang ciing trong thiy nira, néu khong phai anh 4y bat
né lai, thing nhéc nay da linh mat tir 1au r6i”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba ndi: “Trong balo ¢6 thiéu thir gi khong”

Ba Tang lanh lung dap: “Phat hién ra sm, nén khong dé né 1ay mat thir gi”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba xoa xoa dau Thir Cat, nghi ngoi mot chit roi noi: “Bo qua di, tré con noi rung
sdu nai tham, chua thay balo to nhu thé bao gio, hiéu ky mot chut ciing 13 thudng thoi. Pang nao ching
ta ciing khong mét gi ¢4, cac cdu nghi sao?”

Truong Lap néi: “Thang nhoc ndy & trong lang kia, luc ndy toi da thiy nd r6i”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba gat dau: “Toi biét, toi ciing thiy nd rdéi” Liic & trong lang thing bé niy ding
canh mdt phuy nit trung nién, quan 4o khi 4y van con sach s&. Ba Tang hoi 16ng tay ra, tay kia hat vé
phia thang bé, ra hiéu n6 c6 thé di duoc roi.

Khong ngo, Thir Cat lai hiéu 1am, nd 16n tiéng rong 18n: “Céc nguoi giét 61, anh Pa Cét nhat dinh
s€ bao thu!”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba mim cudi ngdi xom xudng, quét quét mudi than trén mit, v& mot cai vong trén
ma Thir Cat, cudi cudi bao: “Ai ndi ching ta s& giét chau? Chau vé nha dugc rdi, 1an sau mudn xem
gi thi bao véi ching ta, trong cai thi ndy c¢é nhiéu thtr tha vi 1am”

Thtr Cat nghi hodc tron mit nhin Trac Mdc Cudng Ba, i lai miy budc rdi méi quay ngudi bo
chay. Chay dugc vai bude, thing bé quay dau lai ngd xem bon ho c6 dudi theo khong. Thay dam Trac
Moc Cuong Ba khong dudi theo, cau nhdc méi hét 16m : “Ké Cudp! An trom...” r6i chay tot vao lang.

Lat ma A La va Gido su Phuwong Téan cung Litr Canh Nam di quan trac dia hinh quay tré lai, bao cho
nhirng ngudi con lai biét, vi tri danh diu trén ban d6 chic 1a & phia Pong lang, 1éch vé phia Nam
chirng ba muoi dg, cach khoang 30km, nhung d6 1a duong chim bay, con vugt nii bang rung thi that
kho néi 14 phai di mat bao 1au nita. Trac Moc Cudng Ba ké so qua chuyén vé Thir Cat cho miy nguoi.
Lac nay, mot phu nir trung tudi dang ngai ngan ding canh 18u trai ctia ho, thip giong néi: “Nay...”

Ca bon quay lai, lién thiy ngudi phu nit nguoi Tang chimg bén muoi tudi dang khom minh cti dau
noi: “Théng bé do, that 1a ngai qua. Thir Cat budng binh qua, that 1a lam phién cac vi, toi dan n6 dén
xin 16i day” Thtr Cét 140 16 phia sau vat 40 me nd, vé mit xem chirng khong phuc.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba dtng day néi: “Khong c6 gi, Thir Cat 1a dua tré ngoan. N6 hiéu chuyén 1am”

Neuoi phu nit trung nién kia néi: “Thuc su hét strc xin 16i chuyén vira roi trong lang, ca lang chun
: IC St e



t61, moi ngudi déu thd o voi khach tir phuong xa dén qua. Néu moi ngudi khong ngai, xin moi dén nha
t01”

Loi moi ndy khién moi ngudi déu mirng ra mit, du sao thi nudc van chua dun sbi, sau miy cau
khach sdo, ca nhom Trac Moc Cuong Ba lién thu don do dac, don vao nha Trac Ma. Phong e rat rong
rdi, thira du chd cho tim ngudi nghi ngoi. Chong Trac M3 vao nii san ban, phai mudn hon nira méi veé.
Moi nguoi trd chuyén duoc dbi ba cau, khay tra sita nong hoi hdi da dugce bung 18n ban.

Truong Lap dn udng nhdm nhoam, roi rdi rit khen: “Banh x6p ctia chi Trac M4 ngon that day. Pay
mdi 14 diém tAm kiéu Tang chinh gdc chir 1ai”

Trac M2 cudi cuoi: “Ngon thi dn nhiéu mdt chat di, nha ching t6i cling 14u 1am rdi khéng c6 nhiéu
khach thé nay”

Lit Canh Nam hoi: “Phai rdi chi Trac M3, vira ndly trong lang xay ra chuyén gi vay? Sao moi ngudi
déu lanh lung nhu vay?”

Trac Ma nguong ngung dap: “Chuyén ndy...da 13 tip tyc tir rat nhidu nam trudc r6i, tat ca déu la
quy cu to tién truyén lai. Chung t6i séng trong chdn rirng sdu ndi thim nay, cling it khi gip duoc nguoi
noi khac dén, nén khong biét dao dai khach, c6 chd ndao khong phai, mong cac vi bo qua cho”

Lat ma A La hoi: “Vay ngudi ¢ day thude bd toc nao thé?”

Trac M2 ndi: “Ching t6i &, chiing t6i 12 ngudi Cong Bo Ba”

Lat ma A La chau miy : ‘Cong B6 Ba? Trudc nay hinh nhu chira nghenosi ¢6 mot dan toc ndo nhu
vay ca’

Trac Ma dimg 1én n6i : ‘Chiing toi sinh song mai siu trong ndi, ngudi biét dén khong nhiéu 1am
dau. Xin 15i, toi phai ra ngoai mot chut, cac vi ctr ty nhién’

Sau khi Trac Ma di khoi, tdm ngudi vira thudng thirc d6 an thire udng, r6i s6i ndi ban ludn, cho
rang minh van sb dd chuyén. Lat ma A La d6t nhién cam thiy ving bung c6 gi d6 khong 6n, dau 6c
ning né nhu da udng rat nhiéu ruou, 6ng nhom dimg 1én : “Khdng on, nhirng thir nay khong on’ Vira
maGi ding 18n, 1ap tirc cam thiy troi xoay dat chuyén, ngd huych xuéng dat. Moi nguoi thay déu kinh
hii, nhung qua mudn, ngudi ndo ngudi niy déu do nghiéng d6 ngd, chang miy da ngu thiép di.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba tinh lai, phat hién minh dang ndm trén mot chiéc givdng 16n, dau givdng dat
mot chiéc hop Bat Bao, bén trén khic dai bang va may lanh, man trudng budng rii, ném giwdng vira
mém mai vira d& chiu, toan bo déu lam béng to lua thugng hang, vach turong bén trai c6 am tho Phat,
dén Itra sang rd, khoi xanh van vit toa bay. Trac Moc Cudng Ba lic lac cai dau ning nhu d4, thim nhi
: ‘Minh dang & dau day? Trong mo chang?’

Trac Moc Cudng Ba nhom ngudi xudng givong, quan 40 van con nguyén ven, ba 16 dit trén ban, do
dac khong thiéu thir ndo, chi 1a khong biét nhitng nguoi khac da di dau mat. Pau 6c gi lic ndy mé man,

khong can than cham tay vao lam do6 chiéc ghe, bén ngoai lién c6 ngudi budc vao, cung kinh noi :



“‘Ngai tinh r6i a. Thanh st dai nhan’

Trac Moc Cudng Ba ludng ca ludng cudng, hoang mang hoi : “Céi gi ...cai gi st?’

Nguoi kia quy mot chan xudng, ndi : ‘Thanh st dai nhan, ngai 12 Thanh st dai nhan cua bo tdc
Cong B6 chung toi’

Thi luc Trac Moc Cuong Ba da dan dan khoi phuc, théy truge mit minh c6 mot thanh nién cao 16n
khoe manh dang quy mot chin, sic da hoi ngim den, tran rong miii cao, d6i mit sang r&. Ga 1am bam
ndi : ‘Cac nguoi, cac ngudi co nham 14n gi khong?” Ga séng bang ndy tudi dau, ddy 1a 1an dau tién
nghe thay toc Tang c6 mdt nhanh goi 1a Cong B, 1am sao ga ¢ thé tré thanh céi gi st clia bd toc ndy
cho duoc?

Thanh nién kia 6i : ‘Khong thé 1am duoc, ba vi truong 130 xura nay chua bao gio noi sai. Ngai
chinh 1a Thénh st dai nhin ctia chiing t6i, day 13 sy that d3 duoc Than khim dinh tir miy ngan nim
trude roi’

Trac Moc Cuong Ba lai héi : ‘Cautén gi?’

Thanh nién cti dau dap : “Tiéu nhan 1a Na Tham’

Trac Moc Cudng Ba lién diu giong noi tiép : ‘Na Tham, Na Tham, nhitng nguoi ban cua toi dau
r6i?’

Na Tham cung kinh dép : ‘Ban ctia Thanh st dai nhin déu dang ngi & mot cin phong khac’

Trac Moc Cuong Ba noi : ‘Tai sao Trac Ma lai danh thubc mé chung t61?’

Na Thamdap : ‘La dé xac dinh than phan cta Thanh str dai nhan’

Trac Moc Cudng Ba hoang mang dap : ‘Trudng 130 xac dinh thin phan cua tdi bang cach nao? Bon
ho dua vao cai gi ma néi ti 1a Thanh st? Cau din t6i di gip truong 130 xem?”

Na Tham so hii n6i : ‘Chi ¢ nguoi trudng 140 mudn gip méi co thé gip mit trudng 140, bay gio
thanh str dai nhan ngai khong thé di gip truong ldo duoc’

Trac Moc Cudng Ba lac lac dau, cam ly nudc lanh trén ban udng tmg uc cho ban than tinh tao thém
chut nira roi hoi tiép : *VAy Thanh st dai nhan nay c6 thé 1am nhirng gi?’

Na Tham dap : ‘Ba bi truong 1ao no1, Thanh st dai nhan xting phai t&1 Canh ctra sinh ménh, ching
t6i s& doc hét stc gitp Thanh st dai nhin va céc ban ctia ngai dén Nap Bac Thac’

Trac Moc Cudng Ba ngan ngudi : ‘Canh ctra sinh ménh?” Ga duong nhu hiéu ra gi d6 , lai nhu mu
md khong hiéu, hoan toan bo sot mét chir ciing’kia.

Trong bong t6i mil mit, nhitng ngon dude nhu 4nh dom dom 1ap 10e, ghép thanh mot duong dai
ngoan ngoéo khiic khuyu. Mdi ngudi déu & trong trang thai canh giac cao do. Trong anh sang clia ngon
dudc trén tay, bén phai la vach da, bén trai tréng khong m¢ mit, thi thoang lai c6 d4 vun roi xué)ng,
song lai khong co bat cir tiéng vong nao. Thi ra, con dugng bon ho di khong ngd lai gidng hét nhu con

duong nho tién vao Mic Thoat bén séng Nhi L Tang BJ, trén dudi 13 bau khong thim thaim, con



duong & gitta nhd ra rong chura dén mot mét, ma lic ndy con toi om nhu mure, trén khong thiy troi,
du6i khong thiy dat. Soares ngoanh dau néi : “Pang 18 phai mang thing oat kia dén, c6 khi bay gid da
qua chd nay roi ay chu’

Merkin néi : “Mang han di cling vo dung, thiang ot Ay ca doi cling chua ra khoi Mic Thoat, han chi
nghe theo nhitng gi to tién hin truyén lai ma thoi, con ching ta méi c¢6 ban do. That khong ngo dia hinh
& day lai phtrc tap thé nay, cai chd quy nay 1am sao ma hinh thanh duoc nhi?’

Soares ndi : “‘Chic 1a cao nguyén d4 voi, nhung chat da & ddy va nham thach trén mit dat hoan toan
khong gidng nhau. Dé t6i nghi lai xem no, tatr dau dén gio van di xudng dbc. Tir trén mit dat xudng
day chac khoang mot ngan mét, da di qua tang nham thach tram tich roi. Vach da & chd nay duong nhu
déu do nham thach ctmg c4u thanh, hoi giéng da rhyolite, c6 18 1a mot khe ngdm hoan toan bit kin hinh
thanh tir nhitng van dong tao son ban dau cua dia cau’

Merkin néi : ‘Bay gid bn phia déu tdi den nhu muc, chang nhin thay gi ca, 1am sao ma tim kiém
day?’

Soares dap : ‘Ctr men theo con dudng niy tiép tuc di di. Toi nghi thing oat Ay ndi cai gi ma nhu
day thirg nha troi s& ndi t6i canh tay cta Thu la, chic 1 phai ¢6 cau moi dung’

Merkin 1am bam : ‘Bao nhiéu nam nhu vy, c6 trdi mgi biét con hay khong’

Hai ngudi vira noi vira tiép tuc tién 1én, dot nhién Soares dirng budc, Merkin ciing dirng lai theo,
dam nguoi phia sau ciing déu dung lai, nguoi thir nim khong kip dirng bude, bat can dung vao nguoi
dung trude. Nguoi thir tu di trén con dudng nguy hiém nay sudt mot quing thoi gian dai, vén dd moi
g0i chun chan, bi cham vao mot cai, lién ‘loat soat’ nghiéng dau sang bén khong c6 vach da. Merkin
vuon tay ra, khong can quay dau lai da kéo nguoi thir tu vé, dong thoi nodi : ‘Roi xudng 1a chét chic
day, ty cha y di’

Soares noi : ‘Xemra da tdi roi’

Merkin ngoanh dau : ‘Lan nay thi dung 13 thé tham’

Chi thay phia trudc cai khe khong 16 tim toi, hai cAy tru sat cam sdu vao vach da, nhung xich sat
bén trén dut tir doi ndo, khong biét da roi di dau mat. Soares s& soang cay tru sit noi : ‘Nhitng d6 sat
ndy chac 1a da phét 1én mot 16p vat liéu chong gi nhan tao, mot ngan nim roi ma van khong thay doi gi
c4, Urm, vét cat phang 1am, xem ra soi day xich duy nhat ndi lién dai hiép cdc niay da bi nguoi ta pha
hoai r6i. Nhin dau vét chd dirt doan, c6 18 1 c6 nhan tir ngan ndm trudce gy ra, khi ay rot cude da xay
ra chuyén gi vay?” Merkin n6i v6i ngudi ding sau lung : “‘Max, bdn mdt qua phao tin hiéu di, xem tinh
thé xung quanh thé nio’

Phao sang lap 10e bay 1én, chiéu roi dai hiép cbc ti tim rd nhu ban ngiy, nhung pham vi chiéu
sang ciing rat c6 han, nén dai hiép cdc khong rd siau rong thé ndo ndy van an dung mao ctia minh trong

btrc man den tdi. Merkin khong nén néi kinh ngac thét 18n : ‘Khe nirt rong qua, khong ngo lai chang



nhin dwoc bo d6i dién nita’

Soares dé nghi : ‘Ban thém miy phat nita xem, hinh nhu t6i vira thiy cai gi do’

Lai c6 miy qua phdo sang nita duoc ban ra, Merkin lac dau : Van chang thiy gi c4 ma’

Soares cO giir binh tinh, ni : “T6i thdy roi’

Merkin voi hoi : ‘Anh trong thiy gi?’ Y hiéu rd, Soares c6 d6i mit cau loai ¢ vo, thi luc trong
bong t6i tot hon ngudi binh thudng rat nhidu. Giong Soares nhu thé chinh y ciing khong tin vao nhitng
diéu minh noi : “P6i dién, phia chinh dién c6 nha’

“Nha!’ Merkin kinh ngac thét 1én thanh tiéng, trén vach da cao ngit, doc dimg ndy khong ngo lai co
mot ngdi nha, ctr nghe nhu truyén co tich ngan 1é mot dém vay. Soares khang dinh chac chan : ‘Pung,
ndi mot cach chinh xac, phai néi 1 chiia hay miéu méi dung. Ti thay roi, c6 chua chién miéu mao,
khong chi mdt ng61 dau, chiung bam dinh trén vach da dbi dién, Pao Huyén Khong, khong sai, chinh 1a
& day, Pao Huyén Khong tu!’

Merkin kich dong kéu 1én : ‘Nhanh, dung tia laze do khoang cach xem bao xa’

Max 1ay may do ra, loay hoay mot luc r6i noi : “Ong... 6ng chu, hai,hai trim linh bay mét’

Soares ndi : “Xa vay lam sao qua dugc?’ Gid day cau day sat da dat, cho du c6 mot soi day thing
dai dén thé, ciing khong thé nio ném qua bo d6i dién duoc.

Merkin traim ngam gidy lat r6i néi ngay : ‘Po thir bén dudi...’

Soares ndi : ‘Anh mudn tréo xudng vach dé, sau d6 lai bo tir dudi 1én a?” Merkin kh& gat du.

Max gié may do ra, réi con kinh ngac gép boi : ‘Ong... 6ng chu, khong...khong do dugc’

‘Ha?” Merkin giat léy cai may do, dich than thao tac lai mot luot, qua nhién khong c6 con s6 nao
hién thi 1én man hinh, lién byuc tirc chiri mot tiéng - ‘Lam thé cho nao vay?’

Soares lac dau : ‘Khong cé gi 13 la, bén dudi chd ndy qué nira 13 c6 hé thong nudc ngam, giéng nhu
song Nhi L§ Tang B6 Ay, ciing chi c6 mot dong song nhu thé ngay dem xdi xa, mdi c6 thé mai duoc
mot khe ngam sau thé nay thoi’

Merkin phan d6i : ‘Cho du c¢6 hé thong nudc ngam thi tia laze van xuyén qua dugce chi’

Soares git ddu : ‘Dung vay, nhung c6 nudc thi s& cd bui nudc, chi can ting bui nude du day thi s&
c6 thé hip thu va chiét xa tia laze gidng nhu tang khi quyén, tin hiéu truyén vé qua yéu, khong thé 1am
vat liéu man cam voi anh sang trong thiét bi ndy phan tng. Tt nhat ctr diing mt truc tiép quan sat con
hon, ban phao sang di’

Lai mot qua phéo sang nita bin thang xubng dudi, chi thiy ludng sang choi 10a bién thanh mot diém
sang nho trong man dém, sau 6 chim dan chim dan ....cudi cung thi bién mat khong con tim tich.
Soares hit mot hoi khi lanh thét 1én : ‘Kha 1am, it nht cling phai trén mot ngan mét, hon nira du co
xubng duoc bén dudi, ching ta cling khong qua dugc con séng d6 dau, xem ra cach niy cta anh khong

thuc hién duoc ro1’



Merkin van khong cam tAm néi: ‘Do bén trén cho tao xem nao’

Soares lic dau : “Vo dung thoi, vira nidy khéng phai di noi rdi sai, & day cach 161 vao khe nut it
nhat cling hon mot ngan mét, bén trén qua nira khong phai 1a dinh vom nhu quy tic thong thudng, cdu
tao nhu vay can ban 1a khong tréo 1€n dugc daw’

Max do két qua roi ndi : ‘Mot ngan hai tram ba 1am mét, 6ng chil, chiing ta khong 1én ndi daw’

Soares ndi : ‘Biy gid chi co thé nghi cach truc tiép ndi 1ién hai bd vyec lai thoi, c6 kha ning nay
khong nhi?’

R rang biét dich dén di ¢ ngay trudc mat, vy ma lai bi vuc sau hiém yéu ngin cach, qua thuc
khién nguoi ta phai non néng bua boi. Merkin ciing khong giit néi tram tinh, ctr gai dau lién tuc, cudi
cung bat ra mot tiéng : ‘C6 cach rdi, c6 thé dung dng phong hoa tién ban ddy thirng moc cau hodc day
thép sang bo dbi dién’

Soares tirc khac phan dbi : ‘Khong dugce. Ching ta di xudng & chd cach di chi C6 Cach ching
20km, sau d6 1a di thang mot mach theo hudng Pong bac, bay gio e 1a dang & do sau 1000m bén dudi
di chi C6 Cach rdi, giy tiéng dong qua 1on, chi so kinh dong nguoi & bén trén’

Merkin noi : ‘Vay thi c6 thé str dung thiét bi phat xa luc tir’

Soares ndi : ‘Nhung theo t6i duoc biét, nhitng thiét bi 4y déu rat 16n, 1am sao mang xudng tan dudi
nay duoc’

Merkin dap : “T6i c6 thé kiém duoc thiét bj bin day thirng xach tay, & MY, nhirng nguoi 1lam dia
chét thuong xuyén st dung thir ndy, gid Trung Qudc ciing di c6 san pham cing loai. Lap tic trd ra di,
toi goi dién lién hé voi dam nguoi Ay, mudn nhat 1a ngdy mai 1a c6 thé cho may bay ném d6 xudng khu
vuc gan day roi’

Soares bo sung thém : ‘Con day thirng dai nita’ Y thoang nghi ngoi gidy 14t roi lai ndi : ‘Con may
moén do thi nghiém kia nira’

Merkin hoi nhéch mép cudi : “Co thé dung dugc roi sao? Vay thi...”



Thanh ho Nap Bac Thac

Ngay hom sau, moi ngudi lai tu tip & phia Péng thon lang, 14n nay c6 khac biét 13, ba 16 hanh 1y
déu do ngudi trong bo toc Cong B ganh thay. Mdi nguoi trong nhdém cd mdt con ngya dé cudi, song
cho dén gid, ai nay van 10 mo khong hiéu néi toi qua rét cude di xay ra chuyén gi, ching hiéu sao moi
ngl qua mot dém, Trac Moc Cudng Ba di thanh Thanh st dai nhan cta ngudi Cong B6 roi. Co diéu co
mot chuyén da 1am rd dugc, noi ho mudn dén 1an nay, cling chinh 1a Canh ctra sinh ménh dugc ghi chi
trén ban dd, 1a noi nguoi bo toc Cong B6 hét strc quen thudc, bo1 vi canh ctra éy la thanh dia ma bon
ho do1 do1 canh gitr bado vé. Tuong truyén, Canh ctra sinh ménh éy nim & trung tam mat cai ho, hoi 1a
H6 Nap Bac Thac, ngoai Thanh st dai nhan ra, nhitng ngudi khac déu khong thé tién vao. Ngudi bd
toc Cong BS bao doi nay déu nghiém can tudn tha quy tic d6, doi chd Thanh st dai nhin xuat hién.

Su phan biét dang cap nghiém ngit & ddy khién tic ca déu cam thay khong quen mat. Bon ho khong
thé cudi trén ngua, réi ho hét voi dam ngudi Cong B dang gitip minh véc balo nhu quat nd 1é dugc.
Cudi cung danh thoa hiép, dé ba 16 dd dac trén lung ngya, chi ¢ &n mot minh Na Tham dan duong, ca
doan bat dau tién vé phia Canh ctra sinh ménh . Trén dudng, moi ngudi déu rém ra héi han Trac Moc
Cuong Ba rdt cudc da xay ra chuyén gi. Thé nay thi dting 12 da 1am khé cho ga, dirng néi 14 ban than
g4 khong hiéu gi, dén ca Na Tham ciing khong hiéu rd ngon nganh, chi biét 12 ba vi trudng 130 da tuyén
bd véi ca lang réng, Trac Moc Cuong Ba chinh 1a Thanh st dai nhan ma b6 toc Cong B6 bon ho doi
chd d3 miy ngan nim nay, vy 1a Trac Moc Cudng Ba lién tro thanh Thanh st dai nhan. Moi nguoi
khong hoi duoc nguyén nhian déu 1ay 1am thit vong, song chi thoang sau d6 lai nhao nhao héi nhirng
van dé khac, Truong Lap 14u tau héi : ‘Nap Bac thac sao lai ¢ chd nay nhi? Téi con nho....”

Cau tra 161 ctia Na Tham 1a : “Nap Bac Thac xua nay van & chd nay, méy van nam trudc, nit than
Nila xinh dep tir trén thién gi6i...”

Truong Lap voi xua tay néi : ‘Pugc rdi, duge rdi, t6i khong phai mudn hoi chuyén nay’

Lat ma A La 1én tiéng : “T6i biét cAu mudn héi gi roi, c6 phai mudn héi mot cai ho khac ciing co tén
nay phai khong. Thyc ra Nap Bac Thac von c6 nghia 1a cai hd & phia sau khu rirng, pham 14 ho hay
bién & sau rirng rAm, bat ké 16n nho ra sao, chung ta déu c6 thé goi 13 Nap Bac Théac. Nhirng hd cung
tén nhu vay, & khu vuc A 1y cling co, Thanh hai cling ¢6, Van Nam ciing c6’

Lit Canh Nam hoi : “Phai rdi, ngudi trong lang bi sao vay? Liic ndo ho ciing lanh lung v&i nguoi
noi khac dén nhur vay a?” Toi hém trudce, Trac Ma chi dap cho qua chuyén, Lt Canh Nam van thiy dap
an d6 khong duoc thda min cho 1am.

Na Tham néi : ‘D6 14 quy cu trong thon, dbi v&i ngudi noi khac dén nhat dinh phai hitng ho lanh



lung, khong duoc tuy tién ngénh don nhitng ké ngoai lai’

Pudng Man to mo hoi : ‘Vay u? Tai sao vay?’

Na Tham dép : ‘Thuc ra chuyén ndy da phai nhat di trong ky @rc nhiéu nguoi roi, vi vay moi nguoi
cling khong biét tai sao nhu vay dau. Toi tirng duoc nghe cac bi truong 130 ké vé nguyén nhan cia sy
viéc ndy. Tuong truyén, hon trim nim vé trudc, thon lang ciia chiing t6i cling giéng nhitng noi khac,
ngudi trong lang déu hét sire nhiét tinh hiéu khach. Ciing tai 1ang ¢ noi xa xdi cach trd, hiém hoi 1dm
mGi c6 mot vi khach tir noi khac dén, khi 4y c6 18 chung toi con nhiét tinh hon nhitng lang khac nira
cling nén. R6i dén mot ngiy, c6 mot quai nhan toc vang mat xanh xuat hién. Piéu khién nguoi ta kinh
ngac 13 han néi tiéng Tang rat luu loat, hoan toan co thé trao doi voeis nguoi trong thon. Moi nguoi
déu chiéu dai han rat nhiét tinh, coi hdn nhu anh em rudt thit ciia minh vay, con quai nhan ay ciing ké
cho dan lang nge rat nhiéu chuyén ¢ thé giéi bén ngoai. Vé sau, hin 1an la do hoi vé Canh cira sinh
ménh ...’

Soi cuong ngwa Trac Moc Cudng Ba dang kéo bong rung 1én, con ngua tirc khic dirng lai, tim gi
dudng nhu ciing giat danh thot mot cai. Chi nghe Na Tham cham rdi ké tiép : ‘Ching t6i cling khong
biét hin ta nghe ¢ dau tin tirc ndy, nhung thoi d6 dan phong thuan phac, moi nguoi déu sin long chia sé
bi mét sau tham nhat trong 1ong minh v&i han, nén da ndi cho han biét...’

Na Thiam ngung lai mot chat dé 1ay hoi. Nhac Duong va Trac Moc Cudng Ba déu khong nén duoc
budt mi¢ng thdt 18n : <Vé sau d6 thi nhu thé nao?’

Sac mic Na Tham duom vé bi thuong, budn ba néi : “Vé sau, sau khi ké 4y tir biét dan lang, khong
ngd da tu tim dén Nap Bac Théc, lai con thué rat nhiéu cong nhan ganh dd, dén khi ngudi lang phat
hién duoc thi bon cling da vao trong Canh ctra sinh ménh roi’

Trac Moc Cuong Ba lanh toat ca nguoi, thdm nhu “Vay 1a nhitng chd c6 thé di duoc, déu da bi
ngudi khic di mat roi. Hon 100 nim trudce, Stanley! Nhat dinh 13 ong ta!” Ga nh lai canh tuong & dai
cung ** Puch, chi c6 tuong d4, co quan, cac burc bich hoa khéng 16, con dau moi thir dang tién da bi
cudp pha sach, 18 nao 1an nay di Canh ctra sinh ménh ciing lai gip phai két cuc nhu thé sao? Trong dau
Trac Moc Cudng Ba vang 18n nhitng 161 Lir Canh Nam tirng noi : ‘Chau bau ctia cai nhiéu nhu 16ng
trau, duoc a0 at van chuyén vé nudc Anh’ trong l1ong lai khong khoi ngdm ngim run ray.

Lat ma A La diém dam hoi : ‘Vay ngudi lang khong ngin 6ng ta lai 42’

Na Tham cti dau 6i : ‘Canh ctra sinh ménh 1a canh cira cdm ctia ngudi Cong B6 ching toi, toan b
dan lang déu khong duoc phép budce vao’

Lat ma A La gian dir gat 1én : ‘Ngu xuéin, vy cac ngudi cr mé mit tran tran ra nhin ddm trom cudp
d6 di vao thanh dia to tién dé lai, giao cho cac nguoi nhiém vu doi doi canh gitr y hay sao?, * So voi
Trac Moc Cudng Ba , trong 1ong 6ng luc ndy con lo au gip boi.

Na Tham cui dau khong dap. Gido su Phuong Tan khé thd dai néi : “Xem ra noi ching ta t6i qua



nira lai 12 mot cai hang khong r6i’

Lir Canh Nam ndi : “Dé xem rdi hiy noi’

Dot nhién ngwa khong chiu di tiép nita, clr thp giong hi 1én khe khé. Ring phong dudng nhu d hét,
xa xa vong lai tiéng gm ru cua loai dong vat nao d6. Na Tham giai thich : “Phia trudc c6 minh thy, 1d
ngua da cam giac thiy nguy hiém’

Lir Canh Nam lién phan chia : ‘Truong Lap, dai su, gido s va Man Man, miy nguoi O lai trong
ngwra, ching t6i di 18n trudc xem thé nao’

Nam ngudi tién vé phia trudc duge chirng trim mét, thdy ¢ bia khu rimng c6 mot hang dong di vao
1ong nti. Trén bii c¢o phang rong chirng ndm chuc mét vudng ngoai cira hang, ¢6 mot ngudi dan ong
dan toc Tang, tay cam chiéc xién hai ludi, dang quan nhau véi mot con bao 16n. Na Tham vira thdy voi
ndi : ‘Na Nhat ddy, t6i qua gitp chi &y mo tay da’ Dut 1o lién vAy tay chio Na Nhat, cir thé tay khong
lao thang vao tran chién.

Nhac Duong kéu 1én : ‘Cha, c¢6 phai bao hoa khong nhi?’

Na Tham x6ng vao con bao hoa. Con bao d& quan nhau vi Na Nhat hoi 1au, giang co dén du khong
phan cao thép, dot nhién lai théy ké la mit xvét hién, lién gﬁm 1én mot tiéng véi Na Tham , rdi lao bd
t¢i. Na Tham khong budn tranh né, dam thang vao gitta tran con bao hoa dang nhao t6i mot ci manh
nhu bua bo, khon ngo hit nguoc ca con vat vé phia sau. Con bao 1an tron dudi dat miy vong, biét ké
méi dén nay rat 1oi hai, lién xoay nguoi dinh chay vao hang dong, song lai théy Na Nhat cam xién sét
chan trudc ctra hang nhu mot pho twrong Kim Cuong gilr ctra. Na Nhat noi : ‘Con bao nay gido quyét
lam, 1an trude suyt chut nira thi bat dugc no roi, két qua van dé nd chat mat. Téi qua chi ¢ day canh
trude cira hang tron mdt dém moi doi dugce nod ra ngoai kiém moi day’

Na Tham cuoi néi : ‘Chi Na Nhat’, than thu hinh nhu hoi cham thi phai, ddi pho v&1 mdt con bao
ndy can gi tén thoi gian thé.

Na Nhat to vé khong phuc : ‘Néu khong phai so 1am hong mat bo da thi cha giét né tir 1au roi, can
gi phai 1au la mat thoi gio”

Na Tham noi : ‘Nhin chau day nay, dam bao khong 1am rung ca mot s¢i 16ng” Dut 101 1ién lao b
t6i chd con bao hoa.

Nhac Duong hoi : ‘Dong vat dugc nha nudc Xép hang bao v¢ cép hai déy, chung ta ¢c6 nén ngan ho
lai khong nhi?’

Na Tham dap : ‘A, phai roi, ndi ra méi nhé, bén hom trude Pa Cat din mot vi Thanh st khac dén
Céanh ctra sinh ménh rdi, tr hdm déy da vé daw’

‘Ha?’ Trac Moc Cuong Ba giat ban minh kinh ngac, vo1 hoi : ‘Caunoi cai gi? Mot vi...thanh st dai
nhan khac?’



Na Tham git dau : “Vang, t6i khong thich cai vi thanh sir dai nhan d6, vi 6ng ta gidng hét cai ké ma
cac vi truong 1do van ké, toc vang , mat xanh, mii 18’

Trac Moc Cudng Ba 16 vé hoang so ngude nhin ra phia sau, moi ngudi déu co cam xtc tuong ty.
Ben, d6i thu 16n nhit ctia ho da dén Canh cira sinh ménh truéc do nhirng bon nga, nhom cua ho lai mot
1an nita bi bo lai phia sau. Na Tham thdy thin sic may ngudi c¢6 vé khong 6n voi vang giai thich : “T6i
khong co ¥ nghi gi bat kinh v6i thanh st dai nhan ca, chi la....chi 1a...”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba voi hoi : ‘Bon ho c6 bao nhiéu nguoi? Da di duoc bon hom trude ha?’

Na Tham dép : “Ngudi va trang bi ctia bon ho nhiéu hon cic ngai nhiéu, chic khoang hai ba chuc
nguoi gi day, xuat phat tir gid Chudt bon hom trudce. Sao vay ha, thanh sir dai nhan ciing khong biét co
mot vi thanh st khac cling dén u?’

Trac Moc Cudng Ba thay da dau ngua ran, néu noéi mot trim nim trude ngudi kia chua phat hién,
cling chua 14y duoc thtr gi, nhung nhém cua Ben ciing da t6i d6 roi, hai ba chuc ngudi va céc trang
thiét bi hién dai nhét, vay thi con lai thir gi nita day? Gio day diéu ma g ky vong nhit, nguoc lai chinh
13 bon ngudi ctia Ben cling nhu i, khong phat hién dugc didu gi trong Canh cira sinh ménh kia.

‘Con...con du nita khong? Chiing ta ¢6 can di tdi d6 nira khong? Gido quan?” Nhac Duong cit tiéng
hoi. Tat ca nhitng ngudi con lai déu tap trung vao Lit Canh Nam véi 4nh mét do hoi. C6 lién hoi Na
Tham xem dudng con bao xa. Na Tham chi vé phia xa dap : ‘Qua ngon ndi ndy 13 t&i r6i’

Lt Canh Nam nghién ring dap : ‘i, du thé nao ciing phai qua xem sao. Hi vong c6 thé tim duoc
chat dau méi gi d6. Bon chiing khong dam mang theo vii khi, cong nhién ngdi cac phuong tién giao
thong trén khong, khong thé di nhanh qua duoc, ching ta van ¢ thé dudi dugc’

Ctr nghi dén 1an nay lai dén mot noi bi can quét hai 1an, khong con thir gi, moi ngudi lai bat dau
mom nim miéng mudi ban luin x6n xao.

Moi nguoi dang trd chuyén, Na Thim da ding budc néi : “Dén noi 16i’

Nhém Trac Moc Cuong Ba ngude nhin khip ndi xanh ngat mau cay 14, khong hiéu Na Thiam néi dén
dau roi, chi théy anh ta sai budc chan 1én dinh déc, doan noi : ‘Nap Bac Thac, Canh ctra sinh m¢nh,
chinh 1a & chd nay day’

Trac Moc Cuong Ba lién theo Na Tham tréo 1én dinh dbc, vach tan cay va bui co ra, phia trudc
lién hién 1én mot quang xanh biéc, 1an nudc trong vat lan tin gon séng, con gié ho thdi t&i mat ruoi.
Hai mat nai hai bén twa nhu mot chiée thuyén dong déy nudce sach, Nap Bac Thac, hé nude nhéd an sau
ring cdy nay hinh dang tya nhu mot con mat, hodc c¢6 thé coi 13 hinh thoi cling duoc, nuéc hd xanh
ngét nhu ngoc phi thuy. Gitra ho c6 hai hon ddo mdt 16n, mdt nho, cay cdi chﬁng chit, tura nhu hai trong
mét vay, bén trén 1ii chim riu rit chao li€ng, lai cang khién vé dep cta hé nude xanh ngan ngét thém
may phan.

‘A, dep qua!’ Pudng Man ngac nhién tht 1én.



Khi gi6 dirng song lang, toan bd mit ho twa nhu mot chiée guong 1am tir ngoc bich, sic xanh mon
mdn, khién ngudi ta khong sao nén ndi tiéng thd dai cam than trudce vé dep ctia sic mau dy. Chang rd
nude hd sdu bao nhiéu, nhung thoat nhin di thay tin dy, dém duoc ca lii ca dang ling 10 boi, lac
dung lac tinh, lac givong vay 1én hoan vii, gidgns mot thiéu nit dang hat vat 4o xanh biéc 1én nhay
mua, budc chan nhe nhang ludt trén mat song, khoi mu toa lan, van vit quanh hé nude va ndi non, 1am
khung canh tré nén nhu 40 mong. Nhom ngudi ctia Trac Moc Cudng Ba da phan déu di di Ctru Trai
Cau, ciing biét nude & d6 nhu th éndo, ciing biét dén thir mau sic lung linh dén d6 kho thé hinh dung &
noi Ay, mau ngoc bich ctia cai hd ndy ciling gidng nhu nude & Caru Trai cau vay, nhung hdé ¢ Ctru Trai
cau khong 16n bang, khéng c6 hon bang, khong c6 cai vé linh dong va thanh khiét nhu noi day. Budc
lai gan hd, moi ngudi gan nhu nin thd, phang phat nhu thé théng qua mit hd ma nhin thy tién thé kim
sinh, Canh ctra sinh ménh, c6 thé cho con nguoi ta mt cudc séng moi.

Latma A La tuyén ni¢m Phat hiéu, ngéi xué)ng nhap dinh. Moi ngudi khac déu chim dam trong
khung canh tuyét my, quén hét moi vinh nhuc ¢ doi. Bau khong xanh mau ngoc bich & trén, hd nudc
nhu phi thay bén dudi, thi thoang lai c¢6 bay chim bay vut qua, hinh bong phan chiéu xuéng mat nuéc,
hoan véi lan may tim trén trdi cao, tit ca déu that ty nhién, trong long mdi ngudi déu khong khoi dang
trao 1én dong cam xtc ‘dung 1 phai nhu thé’ May nudc ménh mang bién hoa phtc tap, nhin ngim sao
cling khong thay dt, chang nhitng doi mit, ma cé than thé mdi ngudi ciing déu dugc han thuong vé dep
ctia thién nhién, linh hén nhu tim trong sy yén binh tinh lang.

Nhac Duong khé hoi Na Tham : ‘Canh ctra sinh ménh ¢ dau thé?’

Na Tham chi vao hon dai 16n hon & gitta ho : ‘O d6 chinh 1a canh cira sinh ménh’

Truong Lap néi : “Hon dao ay nhin khong 16n 1am thi phai, dung khong? Tai sao lai goi 1a Canh
cura sinh ménh’

Na Tham dap : ‘Chuyén ndy...nghe cac vi trudng 130 ndi, chd ching t6i & 1 hoac than cua Thing
Phat Mau, dong Bd Tang B4 chinh 1a mot chan cta Théng Phat Mau, ching ta men theo dui di doc 1én,
vi thé, & day chinh 1a Canh ctra sinh ménh ’

Gido su Phuong T4n n6i : ‘Thing Phat Mau? La tht, cai tén ndy nghe quen qua, cdu co biét
khong?’

Trac Moc Cudng Ba lac lac dau, nhung nhitng chuyén trong Phat dién ga biét rat it. Lat ma A La
md mit ra, chim rai noi ‘Théng Phat Mau , chinh 1a Minh phi cua Théng Lac Phat, con goi la Pa Cat
Cat Bac Mau ciing chinh 12 Kim Cwong Hach Mau. Kim Cuwong Hach Mau, dau doi mii Ngii Kho Lau,
c6 ba méat, biéu thi nguoi co thé quan sat duogc tam thé, qua khir, hién tai va twong lai. Ngoai chinh
dién, bén canh con c6 thém mot dau hinh dau lon nita, dai biéu tri tué song thanh. Trén cd Phat mau
deo chudi niém chau lam tr nim muoi cai dau 1au nguoi, dai biéu cho toan bd kinh dién ctia Phét

gido. Tu luyén Hach Mau phép c6 thé twong ting v6i Thuong Su, doan tuyét phién nio, so tri, khoi



phat tri tu¢, tu dén dang cap Chuyét Hoa, s& luyén duoc than bat tir, giang yéu phuc ma, uy chan Thap
Phap gidi, hiéu dugc Phap mon doc nhat vo nhi, thing sinh thoat tir’

Gido su Phuong Tan v4 tay 18n tran néi : “T6i nhd ra roi, ¢ mdt chuyén thé nay. Trong truyén
thuyét, toan canh Mic thoat thoi cb dai, néu dua theo thé nui thi vira hay tao thanh mot birc ngoa dd
(tranh ndm) ctia nit than Pa Cat Cat Bac Mau. No6i nhu vy, vi tri ctia chiing ta ltc nay chinh 13 & giita
dui ctia nit than. Canh cira sinh ménh , cha, day qua nhién 1a Canh ctra sinh ménh con gi! ’

Gifta hai dui nir thin? Dén 210 Trac Moc Cuong Ba moi hiéu, nhin lai hd Nap Bac Thac, qua
nhién, bé ngoai hinh thoi va hai hon dao mot 16n, mot nho giira hd, vira hay hinh thanh nén mot cai
ngoai sinh thyuc khi khéng 16 clia phu nit, Canh ctra sinh mé¢nh, thi ra 1a noi sinh ménh duoc sinh ra.

Lir Canh Nam thoang do mit, thip giong 1am bam : ‘Khdng ngo lai lién tudng dén chuyén 4y, nhitng
ngudi nay thatla....’

Lat ma A La binh tinh thong dong néi : “Tir khi ¥ thirc ctia nhan loai manh nha xuét hién di c6 su
stng bai rat manh doi véi sinh thyc r6i, sinh ménh tir khi thai nghén, téi lac sinh ra khong nghi ngd gi
nita, day 13 sy viéc than bi nhat va ciing than thanh nhat. Sinh s6i nay nd, c6 nghia 1a ching toc co thé
tiép dién kéo dai, trong mit c6 nhan, khong con gi quan trong hon viéc nay ca. Hon nita, hop thé giao
hoan, nam nir giao cu, chang nhitng mang dén niém sung sudng vé mit cam quan, ma dong thdi con
thing hoa tinh tay, khién con nguoi hudng dén than Phat, tim tri linh dai gitr duoc thu thai. DAy chang
phéi chuyén cam ky gi ma khong thé ban ludn tdi, ma noi sinh ménh dugc sinh ra, ciing chang phai chd
6 ué gi hét, tr ¢6 tGi kim van c6 vo s6 tao nhan midc khach viét tho, v& tranh tan tung, goi n6 1a Canh

ctra sinh ménh ...’



Hoang phé

Na Tham néi : “Puoc r6i, t6i chi c6 thé dua cac vi toi day, con dudng tiép sau ddy, phai dua vao
Thénh st dai nhan ty tim kiém roi’

May nguoi bon Trac Moc Cuong Ba chit cdy dong bé, ngdi thuyén di tdi Canh cira sinh ménh.
Cheo be trén song biéc 1an tan, ty nhién 1a cam glac rat dac biét.

Na Tham tir chdi 101 moi nhiét tinh ctia bon Trac Moc Cudng Ba, kién quyét khong dat mot bude
vao Canh ctra sinh ménh . Anh ta né1 véi Trac Moc Cuong Ba : ‘“Tur rat 1au trude day ba Cat da 1én
dao xem mot 1an. Lan ndy qua nira 1a anh ta da di theo vi thanh st dai nhan kia 1én ddo roi. Néu cac vi
gip anh ta, xin hiy bao anh ta vé lang nhanh Ién, hiy n6i 1a Ca Ca rat nhé anh ta’

Trén bé, nhin bong Na Tham xa dan, xa dan, Trueong Lap noi : “Tén ctia Cong Bé tdc ndy sao toi cir
cam thiy quen nhi’

Lat ma A La ndi : ‘Cong B 1a mdt trong nhirng noi phat nguyén ctia Ban gido, khong hiéu bén trong
cO quan h¢ gi khong’

‘Dén noi r6i’ Trac Moc Cuong Ba va Ba Tang dua day chiéc mai chéo don gian, cho thuyén di mot
vong quanh hon dao c¢6 Canh ctra sinh ménh , song ciing khong phat hién ra noi nao cé thé cap bo, cach
duy nhat 1a bam vao vach da ma tréo 1én. Moi ngudi tha neo bé lai, rdi 1an luot tréo vach da, gio day
nhitng vach da doc dting chin muoi d6 nay d6i véi ho ma néi chang khac gi mit dat bang phang ca, chi
thodng cai ca nhom nguoi da 1én trén dinh vach da cua hon déo nho.

Tréo 1én vach da, phong mit nhin quanh bon phia, chi thay c¢6 thu choc trdi, chim hét liu lo, huong
hoa thom ngat, vira ndy 1a dirng ngoai xem tranh, gio day da ¢ trong tranh nhin ra phia ngoai, lai la mot
phong canh khac khién ngudi ta phai chim ddm say mé. Song ho 1an tin, chim bay c4 16i trr nhién 13
khong can nhic dén, khi & trén dinh vach d4, phong tim mét nhin ra xa, chi thay bon phia nii non tring
trung diép diép trai dai, xanh biéc 4m u, kéo ra vo tan. Cang khién ngudi ta phai xtic dong hon nita 13,
dinh nui phi tuyét phia xa xa nho 1én nhon hoét, non cao dam thang 1én bau troi, 1am ai niy déu sinh
1ong kinh phuc. That dang 1a : nii xa xanh ngit lién mot dai, dinh tuyét trang x6a anh duong hong.
Truong Lap kich dong thét 18n : “D0... 46 ¢ phai 1a niii Nam Ca Ba Ngda khong? Chiing ta ¢ thé
trong thiy nai Nam Ca Ba Ngoa khong nhi?’

Lat ma A La nheo nheo mit nhin : ‘Um, khong chac 1dm, ciing c6 thé 1 nai tuyét Lap Gia Bach Lily,
c6 diéu nhin tir phia nay, hinh nhur giong dinh Nam Ca Ba Ngoa hon’

Trac Moc Cudng Ba dot nhién chi tay vé phia dinh nai tuyét xa tit tip kéu Ién : ‘May cd! May co
kial’



Latma A La lap tirc chdo tay tung niém, ]am bam cau phuc trudc canh tugng thién nhi€ém hiém théy
ndy. Chi thiy mot d6a miy trang mém mai nhu nhim bong bay qua dinh nti tuyét, bi dinh nui chan lai,
nhung van kién cudng tiép tuc hanh trinh ctia minh, d3 bi nai tuyét kéo thanh mot 14 ¢& trang mudt
khong 10, lai tura ho nhu mot vi nit than thanh khiét dang gio cao tAm vai sa mau trang phap phéi trong
gi6, canh tuong hinh trang phi thuong. O dat Tang c6 mdt truyén thuyét thé nay, thy co may cling nhu
thay hao quang ctia Phat, hai Hai thi than 1au, déu 1a diém dai cat, dai phuc, trong d6 noi tiéng nhat 1a
co may trén dinh Chomolungma, khi thé voi voi, qua 13 tic pham tuyét thé cta dang tao hoa vay.

Nhac Duong néi : ‘Hay lam, xem ra dng troi ciing chic ching ta ky khai déc thac do’

L& Canh Nam cling nhoén mi¢ng cuoi, phat 1énh : ‘Lén duong thér’

Peo trén lung nhitng chiéce balo to twdng, doan nguoi di mdt vong quanh dao. Pao nay khong 16m
14m, dung trén vach da 1a co thé quan sat duoc toan canh, khip noi dau dau ciing thiy ¢ thu um tim,
song ciing chua phat hién dugc diém gi dic biét, cling khong c6 cong trinh kién tric nhan tao ndo 16n
ca. Gido su Phuong Tan va Lat ma A La déu cho rang c6 18 co céac kién tric kiéu nhu hang dong ngam,
an khuat dudi tan cay, cuc kho phat hién. Lt Canh Nam 1énh cho moi ngudi tdn ra tim kiém, chi mot
1at sau, Nhac Duong va Truong Lap da phat hién 16i vao hang dong.

Lac Trac Moc Cuong Ba chay to1, chi théy dudi géc cay cO mot vat thé bz:ing da dugc mai nhan,
dai ba mét rong hai mét, mic du bi pha hoai, song van 1& md nhan ra duoc dudng ranh hinh vom co
mai cong. Trac Moc Cudng Ba hit sdu mot hoi khong khi, noi : ‘Huyét tri’

Lat ma A La gat dau noi : ‘Um, chi 1a da khong dung dugc nita r6i’

O ngay bén canh huyét tri, mit dt nhu tim vai bi chuot gam, toac ra mot hé 16n, bén trong t6i den
nhu mure khong thdy gi hét. Gido su Phuwong Tan quan sat ctra hang, ni : “Miéng hd nay bung ra ngoai,
chic do thudc nd giy ra’

Lir Canh Nam mo ba lo 14y ra cac thir dung cu, dong thoi noi : ‘Chiing ta xudng dudi d6 xem sao’

Ml phat sang da bat, may bd dam cua moi ngudi déu ma, vii khi giét & that lung, dung cu cam trén
tay. Sau khi Trac Moc Cudng Ba nhay xudng hd, dai khai cling nhin rd duoc cu tao ciia hang dong
ndy. Pay 1a mot duong haim dbc xudng dudi, vach teong déu dp nhirng phién da dai chirng mot mét,
dbc chirng ba muoi do, sau khong thiy day. Di duoc ching trim budc, phia trude lién ngodt chin
muoi do, xemra ca duong ham niy c6 18 chay xuéng 10ng dat theo hinh xody dc. Cl vay cang di cang
xubng sau hon, sau khoang bay tam lan r& ngoat, cudi cung ciing di hét dudng ham, thé nhung canh
tuong trudc mét, lai khién tat ca déu soi trao phan no.

Puong him d3 trd nén bang phang , hon nita con dot ngdt rong 16n hon nhiéuy, c6 18 1a do khoét 1ong
ndi tap thanh, cao chirng bén nim mét, rong bon mét, nhin dudng ham doc dai nhu vay va hang ngim
161 bén trong 1ong ndi nay, 1a c6 thé twdng twong dugce cong trinh khi Ay quy mé dén nhuong ndo, sau

khi hoan thanh, cin him ngdm ndy at han phai my 18 dudng hoang, hing vi ruc r&. Thé nhung, gio day,



nhitng gi ddp vao mit bon Trac Moc Cudng Ba , lai 13 vo s6 nhirng vét duc khoét ching chit, 161 thoi
nhéch nhic, dudi dat toan 1a nhitng manh st v& vun, ca bon birc tudng déu bong troc nhu da nguoi dan
thudc cao bi mung mui, dau dau ciing thiy vét khoi den kit do lira hun.

May ngudi Trac Moc Cudng Ba ro tay 1én bon burc véach, trén tudng con dé lai nhitng vét cat thang
thdm gon gang, 16p d4 voi gan nhitng vét cat ndy day chimg ba xentimet, c6 thé twong twong dugc,
trude day bon birc trong nay déu dugce quét voi trat vira, rdi v& 1én nhitng bire bich hoa tuyét my. Sau
khi bon trdm phat hién ra, lién vach 1én nhirng duong phan cach trén bich hoa, sau d6 dung dao cat
thanh tirng mang mot, roi ap gidy da trau 1én, dan keo siéu dinh, boc ca mang tudng cb bich hoa xudng
mang di.

May nguoi Trac Moc Cudng Ba gidm chan 1én nén san nhu da cudi ctia cin him, nhit nhitng manh
st vun, phui di bui d4t va mudi than bam 1én trén, manh st 1ién 16 ra nhirng hoa van ruc rd, tir do cong
ctia manh v& c6 thé suy doan, luc con hoan chinh, nhitng d6 st ndy chac 1a rat 16n. Trac Moc Cuong
Ba ngudc mat nhin quanh khap chdn, gid ddy, chd nay chang khic gi mot can nha cii sau con hoa hoan,
gd bdng nhé dén trudng hop ciia vuedn Vién Minh, thir gi mang di duoc thi bi mang di, khong mang di
duoc thi dap pha xong lai cho thém moi 1tra, ngoai mudi than ra, khong con gi dé lai cho nhitng ngudi
doi doi canh giir nhitng thir 6 nita ca. Tl vét tich ctia nhitng manh v& con sot lai dé suy dodn, noi nay
it nhat cling da bi pha huy gn mot trim nidm roi, gio chi con lai vai manh vun va bon brc tudng trong
khong, dang am thAm ké lai ciu chuyén cua chiing ma thoi.

‘Chau bau nhiéu nhu 16ng trau un Un van chuyén vé Anh quéc...” Ngon tay Trac Moc Cuong Ba run
1én ban bat, chi mudn tim thir gi d6 ddm cho xa con tic trong 1ong. Nha thim hiém 16n, xem ra nha
tham hiém lon ciing chiang hé dang cho ngudi ta ton kinh chat nao.

‘Bbp bdp’ chi nghe Lit Canh Nam v tay hai tiéng, thu hat sy chd ¥ ctia moi ngudi vé phia minh,
doan ndi : “Di thoi, tiép tuc tién vé phia trude, ching ta khong c6 thoi gian ¢ day twdng nhé qua khir
dau, phai xem xem c6 noi nao nguoi khac chua phat hién hay khong’

Nhac Duong thip giong lam bam : ‘Thanh ra thé ndy roi, thi con lai gi duoc nita cha’

Pai dién da khong con nita, khip noi d6 néat tan hoang, budc di gitta déng hoang phé niy, tim trang
moi ngudi cang thém triu xudng. Rat nhiéu noi c6 xwong ngudi rai rac, nhitng nguoi chét nay déu 1a
lao cong ngudi Trung Qubc, vi bi cudng ép x6ng vao co quan ma mat mang, dong thoi bén canh qua
nira 1a c6 mot déng da vun, may ludi dao hinh tring khuyét hodc dinh sat. Chac 13 sau khi nhitng lao
cong Trung Qudc di trude do dudng bi co quan giét chét, bon trom da dung thudc nd pha co quan nén
mdi gy ra nhitng ton hai nhu vay, mot s6 canh ctra 16n bang dé ciing bi nd thanh déng da vun, cang di
vao trong lai ¢ ang c¢6 nhiéu xuwong ngudi chét.

Nhac Duong néi : “T6i nghi, chd nay di bi hay hoai tan hoang thé nay roi, ma dam nguoi cta tén

Ben kia ciing d3 di qua, chic 1a khong con co quan gi nita dau nhi?’



Truong Lap than van : “Dtng 1 khong sao chiu ndi, 1an ndo ciing bi ngudi ta bo lai sau lung’

Nhac Duong thd dai : “Dam ngudi Cong B6 d6 ciing that 13, chang hiéu cé phai ho gip ai ¢ noi
khac dén ciing cho 14 thanh st cai gi khong nira’

Truong Lap néi : ‘Khong phai dau, néu thé tai sao cdu khong duoc 1am thanh s ha?’

Lat ma A La ndi : ‘Chic 1a co nguyén nhan gi d6, nhung bon ho dua vao diéu kién gi dé doan dinh
thanh st thi chiing ta ciing khong thé nao biét dugc’

Gido su Phuong Tan lac dau : ‘Gid khong phai lac thao luin van dé nay. Chd nay da bién thanh
mot dong d6 nat, nhung cac sanh cac dién di gan nhu tan hoang ndy van c6 quy md, nhanh ré lai nhiéu,
e 1a mot chéc mot nhat ciing kho ma di hét dugc, ching ta ¢6 can kiém tra tiép khong nhi?’

Lir Canh Nam kh& nghién rang, noi : ‘Néu da thé, vay thi hai ngudi mot t6, chia nhau kiém tra dong
tan hoang duéi 10ng dat nay di, bat may bo dam 1én, chinh tn s6 16.135, lac n do ciing phai giir lién
lac’

Truong Lap va Nhac Duong 1ap tirc thdt 16n : “‘Chung toi 1a mot o’

Lat ma A La va giao su Phuong T4n nhin nhau mim cudi, néi : “VAy thi hai chiing toi mot t6’

Trac Moc Cudng Ba gianh néi trude : “T6i...t61 mudn chung t6 véi Man Man’

L& Canh Nam gat dau: ‘Puoc roi, t6i va Ba Tang mot t, moi nguoi chia nhau hanh dong di’

Trén duong di, Trac Moc Cudng Ba cang nhin lai cang thiy phan nd. Pay ma 13 nha thim hiém 16n
cai ndi gi ch? Con chang bang ca hanh vi cua 1i trdm cudp, con nhitng gi ¢ trudc mit gi day, gan nhu
da 1a bi tham nhat tran gian ny roi. Trac Moc Cudng Ba nhim mit lai, tya hd nhu da thdy vuong tridu
phong kién dang lung lay mudn sup do gitta con mua bio kia, cac cudong qubc thi nhau tranh ba, dan
ching kho s& 1am than, d3 bao nguoi1 vi mot bat com an, ma phai ban vg ban con, sinh ra gitra thoi
loan thé, mang ngudi khong bang cé rac, ké dén day dao bsi bau vat nam dy, chi e ciing ching bo bao
nhiéu tién dé thué ca dam ngudi nay ddu. Phai tra gia bang chinh mang séng ctia minh, mang nhiing thir
to tién dé lai ting cho ké khac bi sai khién nhu nd 1&, chi vi mdt chat tién nhé nhoi ma khom lung cui
dau, day 1a ndi x6t xa & tdn sdu tham linh hon. Trac Moc Cuong Ba nam chit hai ban tay lai, thAm thé
v6i ban thin minh : ‘Bat ké 13 thé ndo, khong thé dé chuyén twong tir thé nay xay ra nita! Ben! Cho du
céc nguoi mudn gi, chi can 1a thir ma 6 tién nguoi Trung Qudc dé lai trén 14nh thd Trung Qudc, cho du
mot cdy kim, ta cling khong cho phép cac nguoi mang di’

Hai nguoi di chimg ba tiéng dong ho trong ddng d6 nat dudi 1ong dat. Van khong nging di sau
xubng dudi, vé huy hoang nim xua ctia kién triic ngdm cang luc cang khién ngudi ta ngudng md say
mé, con nhitng gi trudc mat, cling cang lac cang khién ngudi ta thdy xot xa tiéc nudi. Doc dudng co
mot chd vuong vii day nhitng 14 thép vun quin queo, xung quanh c6 gan ma muoi bd xwong ngudi. Co
thé thay khi di qua dao tran & ddy, nha thim hiém kia d dung mau thit ciia ddm lao cong mo ra mot

con duong tién tdi. Con c6 mot chd doc, dudi nén rai rac xuwong vd, déu la xuong cua ke bi xau so bi



da de, khong ngd da ohur 1én thinh mot ting day trén con ddc.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba khong ngimg lac dau, tim trang hét strc kich dong,phin nd. Pén ca Puong
Man ciing khong sao nén noi, cit tiéng mang chui : ‘That ding 13, qué dang quéa, ding 12 vo nhan tinh’

Cubi cung hai ngudi dung lai trong mét gian dai sanh, thoat nhin nhu c6 thé sap xuéng bat ctr ltc
ndo. Xét vé s6 lugng xuong cot, thi & ddy 1a nhiéu nhat, tdm chin muoi bd xuong cot chat ngdn ngdn
mot dong 18n nhau, tu thé mdi bd mot khic, cé nhitng bd xuong tay con mic vao nhau, tu thé mdi bo
mot khac, tua nhu 13 au da dén chét vay. O goc Pong bic gian dai sanh, chong chat mot dong vai sanh
vai st v& nat. Hiém c6 nhit 1a, trong déng dd nat éy van con mot hai chiéc vai gitr dugc hoan chinh,
mi¢ng vai nhu vira méi mo chua lau, c6 mot chiéc lan sang bén canh, dich thé khong mai khong mui
bén trong chay ra lan thinh mot mang dudi san. Blrc tudng phia trude déng xuong cbt va dai sanh
khac biét 1o rét, hinh nhu van chua bi dong téi. Puong Man noi : ‘Co 1& chd ndy c6 co quan gi d6 ghé
gém lam, kiém tra k¥ mot chat roi hay di tiép’

Dua vao truc giac, Trac Moc Cuong Ba di thing t6i dong vai. Pudng Man ciing mubn di theo g
xem thir thé nao, song lai théy hoi so sg, ben dut khoat dung lai tim kiém & khu vuc gitra dai sanh.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba di t6i goc chat ddy vai sanh vai st phia dong bac gian dai sanh, chi thiy dam
vai gé)m st v& nat it nhat cling phai to1 vai tram chiéc, hau hét da bi dap cho v tan tanh, chi con lai
mot hai cai nguyén ven. Dich thé trong chiéc vai gdm c6 dudi dat kia van chura chay hét, 1o rang 1a
vira m6i bi mo ra khong l1au. Trac Moc Cudng Ba doan chic 14 do nhom ngudi ctia Ben mo. Bén canh
chiéc vai c6 mot vat nhu cuc thit mau tréng, d4 bat diu bdc mui tanh tanh, Trac Moc Cuong Ba budce
lai gan nhin k§ hon, cuc thit tring toat 4y chang ra hinh thi gi ca, nhung c6 1& con nguyén ven, hoi
giong con chd so sinh, to bang ndm tay. Trac Moc Cudng Ba nghi ngoi gidy 14t r6i 6m mot vai str con
nguyén ven lic thir bén trong vang 18n tiéng uc uc, ga nhin chd niém phong trén miéng vai, ngudi xua
da dung nép gém up nguoc lén trén miéng vai, sau doé lai bit kin br;“mg mot thir tuong tu nhu voi, chéng
trach da bao nhiéu ndm nhu thé ma van gir dugc dich thé bén trong. Trac Moc Cudng Ba 1y mdt dung
cu hoi gidng cai vong sd tim ké vao, dung strc nay khé, ‘cach’ mot tiéng, cai nap da nirt ra mot duong,
sau d6 nhic ra, khong ngd bén trong laic on c6 mot nap da bit kin miéng. Trac Moc Cudng Ba lai lam
theo cach cil, bat cai nip d4 do ra, chi thay bén trong cnod hon ntra vai chét 16ng, toa ra mot thir mui ky
quai. Bao 1a thom, thi vi cay cay, chua chua lai hoi gat, bao 1a kho ngui thi ltc xdc vao mii lai dé lai
vi ngot ngao kho ta.

Lic ndy Puong Man gin d6 kéu 1én : “Anh lai diy ma xem’

Trac Moc Cudng Ba lap tirc dit cai vai xubng, di vé phia Puong Man

Cb chi tay vao mot coc gb dudi dat noi : ‘Anh thay chua, day 12 ddu hiéu ctia cic nha tham hiém
thoi ky dau ctia thé ky trudc rat thich str dung. Khi ho phat hién ra diéu gi d6 hoac di téi chd nao
khong thé di tiép vé phia trude dugc nita, déu dé lai mot diu hiéu nhu thé nay’



Trac Moc Cudng Ba budc ti : “Néi nhu vay nghia 12 ké vao ddy hon mot trim nim vé trude da
khong thé qua duoc co quan & d4, va danh phai bo cude dé 1an sau dén tiép’

Pudong Man chi tay vao dau kia ctia thong dao : ‘Nhung bon ngudi Ben chic chan d3 di qua roi.
Bén kia c6 anh Itra, chung ta cling t61 xem di’

‘Pirng, dirng voi’ Trac Moc Cuong Ba néi ‘khong biét sau khi ching di qua ¢ khoi phuc lai co
quan khong nita’ Lan trude & dia cung ** Puch, bon gi da phat hién rat nhiéu co quan ma trong cudn sd
tay ghi 1a da bi pha hoai, lai duoc ngudi ndo d6 khoi phuc cong ning ban dau, da miy lan suyt mat
mang.

Puong Man noi : ‘Pudng di rat hep, chi cho mot ngudi qua thdi, bat ké 14 ¢6 co quan & phia trudce
hay hai bén ciing déu kho dé tranh né. Ma chdt 13y dé co quan phat dong, thong thudng déu loi dung
trong luc dé bat lén, cting chinh 1a mat san ma chang ta dat chan 1én éy’

Trac Moc Cudng Ba nhin san nha dudi chan, udc chimg mot mét vudng ghép lai. Két cdu san nha
thé nay kha phd bién trong dia cung ** Puch, 1a loai két cau dé dit co quan biy rap nhat. C6 diéu Trac
Moc Cuong Ba bay gid dd khong con 1a gi Trac Moc Cudng Ba ¢ dia cung ** Puch nita rdi. Gi mim
cudi, tran day tu tin noi : “Da dén lac kiém tra hiéu qua huan luyén cta ching ta rdi. Anh 18n thir trude
xem sao, em dirng di theo ddy nhé’

Puong Man git dau : ‘Anh can than day’

Trac Moc Cudng Ba gidm 1én phién da dau tién, cam thiy hoi 1tn xudng, gi lién nhanh chong giat
nguoc lai, chi nghe ‘dinh’ mot tiéng, mot vat thé da ban tring buc twdng d6i dién 16i di. Trac Moc
Cuong Ba lai gan nhin k¥ , hoa ra 1a mot cay dinh ba mau xanh lam. Pudng Man tai mét thot 1én :
‘Tam thudc ddc roi, dinh doc day’

Trac Moc Cudng Ba noi : “Um, ¢6 diéu chic 1a khong ban ra lién tiép duoc, anh thir 1an nira xem
nao’ Ga lai gidm chan Ién phién d4, qua nhién khong thdy diéu di thuong nita. Trac Moc Cuong Ba gio
méi cén than giam lén phién da thtr hai, dot nhién ca nguoi thut Xué)ng. Ga lién 1on nguoc mot vong,
13n tron sang bén, lai trd vé bén canh Pudng Man. Chi nghe tiéng sot soat vang lién lién tiép, khong co
thir gi ban ra. Nhin lai phia 16i di, m6i thay hai bén vach tudng 16e 18n nhitng tia sang lanh lanh roi
bién méat, thoat sau lai 16e 1én. Trac 1am bam noi : ‘Pao tran, day la 1an dau tién anh tin mat théy dao
tran do co nhan thiét ké day’ Pac diém ciia loai co quan truyén thong niy chinh 13 gidu ludi dao sic
bén bén trong vach tudng, loi dung khe ho trén trong che gidu, mot khi phat dong, s& nhu xoay chuyén
nhu cwa may, vi tri trén dudi khac nhau, ngudi binh thuong khé ma tranh noi.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba lai bude t6i trude 16i di d6, quan sat vi tri cu thé ctia dao tran. Chi thiy & hai
phién d4 thtr ndm, thtr sau dao tran déu sap dit ¢ khoang dudi dau gbi sau d6 do cao bat dau lén dén
dui non, rdi dinh ddu dan xen 14n nhau, ngudi binh thudng tuyét ddi kho cé thé vuot qua ndi. Trac Moc

Cuodng Ba ngdm ngim tinh ton, chi cAn nim chic thoi gian, nhay qua chd dao thip, sau d6 truot nguoi



sat mit dat, vay la co thé tranh dugc toan bo dao tran. G suy tinh xong xuoi, lién bat dau chay da,
song lai quén mat tic dung cta hai phién d4 thir ba va thir tu. Vira gidm 1én phién da thtr tw, Trac Moc
Cuong Ba lién 14p tirc cam thay khong on.



Chuwong 22:
CANH CUA PIA NGUC

Cénh ctra Pia nguc, Hrong Ba La, khi nhitng tir ngir quen thudc 4y mot 1an nira vang 1én bén tai
nhom ngudi ngdy, tinh than ai ndy déu phan chn han 1én. Pay méi 1a 1an thi hai Trac Moc Cuong Ba
nghe nhic dén Canh cira Pia nguc, song theo nhitng gi d4 biét, hinh nhung canh cira ndy mo ra con
duong xuyén day Himalaya. That khong ngo, ¢ noi xa xam héo 1anh nhu Mac Thoat nay lai dugc nghe
truyén thuyét vé Canh cira Pia nguc. Trac Moc Cudong Ba hoi: “Cau biét Canh ctra Dia nguc ¢ dau
khong?”



Chu Phat Mat giao

Trac Moc Cudng Ba budc hut mot bude, thin thé mit thing bang, ngd xudng hd sau. Anh sang 16e
1én, g da trong thiy trong thiy ludi dao sang 1ap lanh trong hd. Trong khoang khic sinh tir 4y, Trac
Moc Cudng Ba bong nhién vuron ca hai tay ra, hai chin dap manh, ca nguoi ket lai gitra hai buc tudng
d4, than thé luc nay gan nhu song song v6i mit dat, dau miii chi con kém chat xfu 1a cham phai ludi
dao. Thi ra, hai phién d4 14t nén thir ba va thtr tu von chi 13 mot phién da hinh chit nhat hai hai mét
rong mot mét, duc 16 & giira, xuyén giy sit qua 1 thanh mot cai cira xoay don gian, bat ké 1 gidm Ién
phién d4 thtr ba hay tht tu, ca phién da ciing déu 1ap tirc xoay chuyén. Loai co quan ndy, trong co quan
hoc goi 13 “hoat ban”, vira don gian lai dé thuc hién, dic biét 1a nhitng noi nén san dugc 14t béng
nhitng phién d4 quy chudn ma sip dat mot vai co quan nhu vay, bén dudi lai dao hd sau hai mét, bd tri
coc nhon hodc ludi dao, thi ty 1€ sat nhan thanh cong s€ cuc 16n.

Hai tay hai chan Trac Moc Cudng Ba chong vao hai bén birc tuong, chim cham leo 18n trén, dong
thoi dich chuyén 1én phia trén dao tran, tranh khoi hai ludi dao xoay dau tién, sau d6 mdi tir tir nhich
xudng dudi, réi dung ba 16 ném sang dau bén kia 16 di, sau khi xac dinh an toan, gi mgi ap nguoi sat
dat truot qua.

Puong Man di quan sat tir dau dén cudi toan bd qua trinh ndy, vay nén ltic ¢6 di qua thi nhe nhang
hon rét nhiéu.

“La that!” Puong Man nghi hodc noi, “Nhitng co quan ndy mic du co to hop hoan chinh, nhung ké
dén trude ching ta c6 thude nd, hoan toan co thé phd hily duoc chung, tai sao han lai quay trd ra nhi?”
Trac Moc Cudng Ba noi: “Nhirng b xuong ngoai kia rai rac khip dai sanh, nhung khong c6 b
xuong nao chét bén canh 16i di, ciing c6 nghia 1a bon ho con chua tiép xtc vai 16i di nay thi da rat lui

roi. C6 18 12 d3 cham phai co quan nao khac, mot loai co quan khong thé giai quyét bang thude nd,
chéng han nhu khi doc, swong doc gi d6. Xemra chd nay dich thyuc 1a chua bi pha hoai, phai bao cho
nhirng nguoi1 khac méi duogc.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba 4n nat chiéc dong ho nguyén tir deo trén tay, bat dau goi nhitng nguoi khac
trong nhom. Trong vong ba phut, dai khai da n6i rd vi tri ctia minh, dé nhitng thanh vién chua c6 phat
hién gi dic biét nhanh chong to1 day.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba gio co tay 1én ndi: “Vay nhé, ching t6i di qua trudc roi. Moi ngudi nhd can
than, 16i di hep nay 1a mot to hop co quan, mac du co quan téng da bi pha hoai, song cac co quan phan
t6 thi vAn van hanh. Phién da dau tién 1a dinh déc ban vao chinh dién, phién d4 thir hai khoi dong dao
tran, phjén da thtr ba va thir tur 1a cira 1at, bén dudi sép dat coc nhon, tir phién thr nim dén phjén thir



muoi lam 1a dao xody, moi nguoi phai can than.”

Gi4o su Phuong T4An nhin qua mdy lién lac: “Chung t6i biét rdi, dén ngay déy, hai ngudi cling nhd
can than day.”

Pi qua 16i hep 4y, canh tugng trudc mat lién mé rong sang birng. Tan cung cua 16i di twa nhu mot
ban dap nho ra khéi vach da dung dirng, dua hai ngudi1 bon Trac Moc Cuong Ba vao vi tri trung tam
cua mot gian dai sanh mau vang. Ping trén ban dap lo lung gitra khong trung, cach trén, dudi, trai,
phai mdi phia chirng hai chuc mét, bén vach 1a nhitng bé dudc nhu nhitng ché cdy, chiéu sang ruc rd ca
gian dai sanh. Trac Moc Cuong Ba nhan ra nhitng bé dudc phun lira 16n bang ngon tay cai, dai khoang
ba muoi centimet, chinh 14 nhitng 6ng ankyl 10ng. Mdi ng nhu vay, cho du ¢ méi trudong khong cé
dudng khi ciing van chay dugc mot trim gid ddng hd, hon nita con vira nhd vira nhe, mot ngudi mang
theo mdt traim 6ng cling khong van dé gi. Loai dng ankyl 10ng nay cac nha thim hiém hién dai chuyén
ding dé chiéu sang va danh diu dudng, xem ra chac 13 nhom nguoi cia Ben dé lai.

Péi dién v6i bon ho, 13 mot pho tugng ngéi cua NO Muc Kim Cuong, c6 sau canh tay, treo lo Itrng
gitta khong trung bang tam soi ddy sat to ¢& canh tay ngudi tha tir trin nha xudng. Pho twong ndy cao
khoang ba mét, toan than den thui, dudng nhu 1a dac bang thép rong, sau canh tay déu cam phap khi,
mét tron 1én gian dir, rang nhe ra ngoai, tudng mao hung ton, thoat nhin tréng nhu Kim Cuong cua Phat
gido, nhung lai c6 chut khong giéng vai nhitng pho Kim Cuong ma Trac Moc Cudng Ba thudng ngay
van thiy. Nét mit nhu cudi ma ching phai cudi Ay, két hop voi anh mét phin no kia, toat 1én miy phan
ky di, my phan ta 4c, Trac Moc Cuong Ba chi c6 thé tam goi d6 1a tuong Kim Cuong chir ciing khong
dam chic. Chd rén ctia Kim Cuong c6 16 thing, trén dinh dau c6 mdi budc, xem ra dinh doc ban ra lac
gidm 1én phién d4 dau tién 1a ban ra tir cai 16 nay. Lbi thong ndy dinh sat vao tuong Kim Cuong, xem
ra ¢O nhan di dic biét thiét ké nhu vay dé tién cho viéc lau chui tuong Phat va lép rdp cac co quan.

Puong Mén nhin d6 cao hai chuc mét, ban khoan hoi: “Cao nhu vay, ching ta xudng bang cach nio
bay g10?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba dua mat nhin quanh, dich xac 1a khong c6 duong nao di xubéng, nhung cac dng
ankyl 1ong cam trén bon vach teong di ching to dam ngudi ctia Ben da xudng bén dudi roi. G can
than quan sat mot 1an nita, phat hién ra trén dui twrong Kim Cuong con mot mAiu thtrng nho, bén noi:
“Bon ching budc day thirng vao dui Kim Cuong leo xubng, nio, 1ay ddy thing an toan ra day, ching ta
cuing xudng tir chd nay thoi.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba budc chic day thing, rdi bao Pudng Man: “Anh xubng trude, t6i noi sé& goi
em, khong dugc 1am bira dau diy.” Puong Man khé gat dau.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba quan mdt vong ddy vao co tay trai, roi lai quin mot vong vio hong, tay phai
kéo dau kia soi day, tung minh nhay 1én, tinh thuan theo soi diy ma truot xudng. Nao ngo vira méi
nhay 1én, gi da nghe thiy tiéng ho kinh hii cia Puong Man. Trac Moc Cudng Ba chi thay than thé roi



Xuéng, can ban khong hé ¢6 cam giac bi lyc tac dong nao, ké d6 nghe théy tiéng “ram ram ram” vang
1én. Ciing may Trac Moc Cudng Ba 1am nguy bat loan, khong hé do dy, da dut khoat coi ngay soi day
thirng ra, hai tay dang rong, mo chiéc 4o canh doi ra, sau khi gitr dugc thing bang lién vung tay, ban
day thép, “kich” mot tiéng, dau day da xuyén vao vach da, Trac Moc Cudng Ba ciing 1ap tirc du nguoi
qua. Vira mdi ap sat btrc twong, da nghe thay “uynh” mot tiéng, ngoanh dau nhin lai, ca pho twong Kim
Cuong da nhu mot qua chuy st khéng 16 dan manh vao vj tri vd gd dinh leo Xuéng. Ké d6, mot trang
nhirng tiéng “cach cach cach” vang Ién, co quan van hanh lai kéo pho tuong ning miy tin tré vé vi tri
ban dau. Trac Moc Cuong Ba nhin ma toat hét mo hoi lanh. Khong ngd d6 ciing 1a co quan, soi thimng
dut con sot lai Ay hoa ra 1a vat dé du ngudi ta mic biy. Pudng Man ¢ bén trén 19n tiéng goi vong
xubng: “Khéng sao chir? Anh Cudng Ba?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba dua tay rd mé, bon vach trong déu tron tudt, mudn bo tir ddy xudng 1a khong
thé. Ga 1ién hét 1én tra 10i: “Khong sao, gio em ném cho anh mét so1 thirng khac, roi em Xuéng theo
hudng kia, Man Man, em c6 nghe thay khong?” Ké d6, ga lai khoi dong may lién lac trén dong hd, ndi
cho gido su Phwong Tan va miy nguoi khic chuyén pho trgng Phat bang sat. Ca miy nguoi kia déu
dan do Trac Moc Cuong Ba phai hét strc can than.

Puong Man buoc mot dau ddy thirng vao mot vat thé twong doi ning cé hinh dang nhu cay dén pin
r6i ném cho Trac Moc Cudng Ba vuon tay bat 14y, sau d6 quan soi day quanh ngudi hai vong, vay tay
ndi: “Pugce rodi.” Pudng Man lién tung minh nhay tir phia bén kia chd con dudng nhé ra, truot xudng
bén dudi, sau d6 lai kéo cing soi day. Trac Moc Cuong Ba khi 4y méi thu soi thép lai, du nguoi
xu6ng mat dat. Hai nguoi nhin cai hd khong 16 trude mili chan, va nhitng d6m do 1am cham bén trong,
khéng hiéu pho twong Phat sit rot cudc da giét chét bao nhiéu ké 15 bude dén chdn nay roi nita.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba thu day thing lai, trong 1ong van con chura hét kinh hii: “Di thoi, xem xem
dudi day con c6 dudng nao nira khong?”’

Ping bén dudi nhin 1én dinh, ca gian dai sanh mau vang kim nay trong huéch tréng hoéc, bon vach
twdng ciing khong c6 nhitng birc tranh cau ky dep d&, chi co pho tuong Phat sat hung ac kia treo lo
ling gitta khong trung. Tir goc nay nhin 1én, Trac Mdc Cudng Ba va Puong Man méi phat hién, thi ra
twong Phat sit ndy co ba ddu sau tay, bat ké 1a nhin tir huéng nao, trong ciing nhu thé hung than 4c sat
dang nhin chong choc vao ngudi ta, hinh dang sau canh tay thi muoi phan quai di, cho du chuyén sang
hudng ndo ching nita, ngudi xem cling ¢6 cam giac nhu sau canh tay cam vii khi kia dang hudng vao
phia minh vay.

Puong Man khong nén ndi budt miéng hoi: “Day 1a Phat gi vay? Nhin dang so qua di mat.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba lac dau: “Anh ciing khong biét, pho twong nay khong hé giéng twong phat nio
ma anh tirng thiy trude day ca.”

Gian dai sanh nay c6 bon ctra 16n ¢ bon phia trude sau trai phai. Hai ngudi bon Trac Moc Cuong



Ba lay la ban ra kiém tra, thiy & bon hudng Pong Tay Nam Bic lai ¢ bon cira ngach twong dbi nhé.
Giira dai sanh c6 mot miéng hd hinh tron, dudng kinh khoang ba mét, bén trén bit kin bang nhitng phién
d4 hinh dang nhu canh hoa, nhin khac han vi nhirng phién da lat san khac ¢ xung quanh, & chinh gitta
déu c6 mot thir vat chat mau do, cham vao thiy mém mém. Trac Moc Cudong Ba thoang ngan ngudi ra,
ctra hAm nay giong hét nhu canh ctra da & dia cung ** Puch — canh ctra phai dung dén huyét tri méi mo
ra dugc! Nhung vat chit mau d6 nay khong phai dang soi nhur lat ma A La d4 hinh dung, ma gidng hé
nhu t6 chirc mo co van con dang sdng. Trac Moc Cudng Ba dich chuyén dan anh mit khoi ctra him,
chi thiy bon duong ranh thong thang dén bon cira ngach, khéo 1éo dan xem ndo nhiing khe ho giita cac
phién d4 14t san, khién nguoi ta kho ma phat hién ra duoc. Trac Moc Cuong Ba g g6 tay 1én phién da,
tiéng dong tram duc, xemra 13 rat day va ning, nhit thoi khong thé tim dugc cach md cira him. Trac
Moc Cuong Ba va Puong Man lién di vong vong xung quanh mot luot.

Puong Man néi: “Gian dai sanh nay that ky la, tai sao khong huéng diing theo bon phia Pong Tay
Nam Bac ma lai ket giita bon phuong vi nay lam gi chir.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba dot nhién syc nhd ra cha ga timg néi rang T Phuong miéu “khéng phai ¢ bon
phuong vi Dong, Tay, Nam, Bic ma ¢ chd ngodt nét cua chir Van luan hdi”. Ga lai nghi dén than phin
Thénh st ctia minh, khéng khoi ngdm ngam hoai nghi: “C6 18 ndo, noi nay that sy c6 lién quan rat 16n
tdi minh va gia tdc ctia minh hay sao? Nhung xura nay c6 nghe cha minh nhic tdi bao gior dau, day rét
cudc 1a chuyén gi vay?” Trac Moc Cuong Ba Am thim quyét dinh, sau khi hanh dong nay két thiic, nhat
dinh phai tré vé tim gip cha gi hoi cho rd ngon nganh.

Nghi vay, gi khong tra 1o ngay cau hoi cia Pudng Man, ma dan ¢d téi trude canh cira ngach &
hudng chinh Bic, chi thiy mot dai bac thang da 16n trai dai xuéng dudi, 4nh sang vang vot ctia cac ong
Itra cdm bén vach twong trra hd nhu dang chiéu din vong hon trd vé chdn hoang tuyén. Trac Moc
Cudng Ba noi: “Xudng dudi xem sao di.”

Cudi cau thang 12 mot gian phong nho, rong chirg ndm sau chuc mét vudng, chinh gitra 1a mot bé da
hinh vudng, bon phia c6 cac gia ciing bang da. Trén nén da va gia treo bang da déu khong tranh ndi luu
lai nhitng vét nau sam, khién hai ngudi vira budc vao phong da cam thdy mot tran gié Am thoi t6i, twa
ho ¢6 v6 sb oan hon chura tan van dang dao luon gitra khong trung. Xung quanh bé da con sip dit vai
moén do bay bién da muc nat, c6 18 1a cac thir phap khi, ban tho, 10 lira ngay xua van dung dé té bai cau
khan, co6 diéu tat ca gio da khong con hinh dang ban dau nita r6i. Hai ngudi di xung quanh mot vong,
khong c6 phat hién gi dic biét, nghi rdng miy gian phong sau nhitng canh cira mé con lai ciing déu nhu
vay ca, Trac Moc Cudng Ba quyét dinh vao thir ctra chinh xem thé ndo.

Ctra chinh cao 1on hon ctra mé bén rat nhiéu, bac thang rong rii, hai ngudi budc xudng cau thang,
lién t&i mot gian dai sanh khac. Chinh giira sanh 1a bé tam cap dung dé cung té, bén trén 13 mdt twong

Phat d4 tao hinh nir gi6i, cao ndm mét, chin trai quan quanh chin phai, sau lung dua vao mot cai bé



tréng nhu vo so. Phit co ba mat, khde miéng cudi gan, tir nguc téi bung co sau bau vu, hai tay vong
trudc ngue om mot dia tré so sinh, dau da dit lia, chi con lai mot canh tay. Twong Phat dang ha rong
cai miéng to nhu chiu mau, rang nhudm do rue, phang phat nhu mau van c6 dic trén do, tirng giot timg
giot nhéu xuéng. Ta di hon nita 13, trong miéng trgng Phat c6 mdt canh tay tré so sinh trang mudt nhu
tuyét tho ra, tira hd nhu van con mudn nam lay thtr gi d6. Puong Man chi nhin luét qua da voi ngoanh
mit sang hudng khac, khong dam nhin tiép. iy ciing 13 1an dau tién Trac Moc Cudng Ba thiy thir gi ta
ac nhu vay. Phia trudc twong Phat co6 mot chiéc dinh bfing kim loai, r0 rang la dé dbt huong cung té,
bbn phia xung quanh con ¢6 céc cot gd, chic 1a dung dé treo phudn ra man che, gio man phudn déu da
hoéa thanh tro bui, chi con lai nhitng chiéc cot 26 ndy ma thoi.

Pudng Man néi: “Bi thoi, & day khong con thir gi nita rdi, em nhin thiy khé chiu 1am.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba noi: “Doi chut 3@ Man Man, em xem kia, vét chan dudi dat tan loan, con nita,
16p bui dat o hai bén tugng Phat rat day, e 1a chd giita kia c6 bi mat gi d6. Pé anh lai xem thé nao da.”
Trac Moc Cudng Ba lay hét can dam, dan tirng budc lai gan tugng Phat nit, cang lai gan cang cam thay
lanh 1€o rung minh. Cai mi¢ng ha rong nhu chau mau kia, tyra ho6 nhu sin sang cui Xuéng cin xé nguo1
ta, ba con mit xép trén tran thanh hinh canh quat, déu toat 1én vé do6i khat, thém mudn gianh giat lay
thirc an.

Trac Moc Cuong Ba diéu chinh lai hoi thd, cudi cung nhich lai duéi chan pho tugng Phat, chi théy
btrc tuong da khong 16 tir trén cao nhom xudng, ba con mit tron trirng khong rdi, 4nh mit nira mirng vui
lai mang theo ndi thém khat 4y duoc nguoi xua diéu khiac hét strc c6 hon. Trac Moc Cudng Ba cang
nhin lai cang thdy kinh hai trong long. Guong mit cuoi cudi nhe ham ring nho mau ay, that khién
ngudi ta phai ron hét ca gai 6¢c. Trac Moc Cudng Ba thu anh mit lai, nhin thiang vé phia trudc, lién
phat hién ra, chan phai cong xudng ctia trong Phat c6 khic mot thir nhur giap bao vé dau gbi, vira hay
hinh thanh nén mot cai bac, bé mit béng phéng, 6 1& dé cho nguoi ta leo 1én. Ga nghi ngo1i trong
thoang chéc, roi can than leo 1én chd khép gbi twong Phat. Puong Man & bén dudi run giong noi:
“Anh Cuong Ba, anh 1am gi thé?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba ndi: “Pung lo, anh 1én trén xem sao thdi.” Tir huéng nay nhin ra, chi thiy dtra
tré dat dau kia, dudng nhu 1a mot birc twong rong, bén trong han 1a phai co thtr gi d6. Trac Moc
Cuong Ba men theo dui twong Phat mot budc, vira hay lai giam 1én diém dat chan tiép theo, tu nhu
tham trong bung: “Trong 1ong khong c6 ma quy thi s& khong so gi hét,” ké d6 lién tdo gan thoc tay vao
trong c6 birc tugng tré so sinh 1an mo.

Trong bung btrc trong dudng nhu 6 mot tay ndm. Trac Moc Cudng Ba quan sat ki ludng xung
quanh, sau khi xac thuc day khong phai 13 co quan phat dong cong kich, méi kéo tay nim d6 mot ca.
Chi nghe “ram” mot tiéng, Trac Moc Cuong Ba voi tung nguoi nhay xudng khoi twong Phat, 16n nhao

trén khong mot vong, roi binh 6n ha xudng. Gio méi nhin rd twong Phat da tach ra 1am doi, trong bung



12 mot cai dai sen ¢ ran quan quanh. Puong Man gio hai tay 1én bum miéng, suyt chit nita thi kéu ra
lén.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba lai bude 1én bé thd, quan sat dai sen: “Qua nhién!” Chi thay chinh giira dai
sen 16 ra mot 16 nho, bén trong chac 1a tirng c¢6 thir gi d6 cam vao, nhin ddu vét trén 16 nho ay, thir d6
chic 1a c6 mot mau hinh thoi nho 1én, ngoai ra con co tay nam, Trac Moc Cuong Ba nhét soi day thimng
vao 18 do thr, thdy bén trong dai chirng ba muoi centimet. Trac Moc Cudng Ba kiém tra xong xudi,
budc Xuéng bac thang, dung luc budc Xuéng bac thang cudi cung, trong Phat lién nhu cai bay chudt,
chap danh “ram” mot cai vao nhau, tiéng vang rat 16n, bui d4 roi xuéng 1a ta nhu mua. Pudng Man lai
run ban minh 18n mot chap, mat hoa that sac. Trac Moc Cuong Ba budce to1 Om léy c0, cam nhan duoc
doi vai ¢6 dang rung 1én nhe nhe nhu mot chii thd nhé dang run sg, lién thi thim an wi: “Di thoi, chung
ta t61 nhitng gian sanh khac xem sao.”

Bén trai 1a mot quai tha ba mét, trén vai moc sau canh tay, bung to nhu tréng, dau nguo1 minh ran,
6 diéu con mit thr ba ctia no lai tron vanh vanh chiru khong phai hinh thoi dung 1én nhu tugng Phat
nit. Bén phai 1a mot d6i dau voi minh ngudi dang hop thé giao hoan, co duc c6 cai, nhung & day,
tuong gidng cai dang ngdi to hon rd rét, twong gidng duc nguoc lai trong d6i nho, tra nhu mot dia tré
b vao 1ong blrc tugng gidng cai, khong thdy mit miii thé nao, chi 16 ra cip nga dai va cai voi voi.
Gian dai sanh sau canh ctra 16n cudi cung la mot birc twong nit Phat co bon canh tay, cling co ba mt,
twrdng mao hung 4c, co thé den dua, nguc deo vong xau chudi dau lau, eo hong deo tay ngudi lam vat
trang tri; hai canh tay bén trai chia ra cam bua va cau liém, tay phai thi cAm d6 dung bang dau lau
nguoi va mot trai tim dang nhé méau rong rong. Nhitng budc twong hung Phat niy tao hinh hét stc dic
thu, nét mat dang so, khong ngd Trac Moc Cuong Ba lai chéng nhan ra dugc pho tugng nao.

Céc btrc twong trong bdn gian sanh déu ¢6 co quan, Trac Moc Cudng Ba da 1an luot mé ra, bén
trong déu trong khong, Dudng Man hoi: “Néu chua c6 ai toi chd ndy, vay tai sao ngoai twgng Phat ra
thi chang con thir gi nita vay?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba noi: “Lam sao anh biét dugc ch? C6 18 da bi nguoi ndo d6 tinh thong co
quan hoc léy di mét roi, hodc 1a da c6 bién cd gi do, nén toan bo dd dac da duoc chuyén di, hoac cling
c6 thé... & day cin ban khong co phap khi hay té vat gi, dé nhitng ké tim kiém bau vat bo qua nhitng
gian phong ndy hong bao vé bi mat cudi cung giau bén trong trgng Phat.”

Cung ltc ay, Truong Lap va Nhac Duong di t6i cin phong chat ddy vai sanh vai st. Truong Lap
nhin 16i di nhé hep néi: “O day roi.”

Nhac Duong mat tinh, vira liéc cai da thdy cuc by nhiy gidng thit nim dudi dat, noi: “Xem kia,
cai gi thé?”

Truong Lap lac dau: “Khong biét nita.”

Nhac Duong chic ludi: “Pdy co 1& nao 1a thai tué trong truyén thuyét khong nhi?”



Truong Lap lién hoi: “Thai tué 1a cai gi?”

Nhac Duong dap: “Mot thir nghe ddn 13 dn vao s& kéo dai tudi tho, cuong thin kién thé. Thoat nhin
giéng thit, nhung thuc ra 12 mét loai nim, ngoai ra, khi cat mot phén di, no s& tu moc lai duoc, chi can
ngam trong nudc 13 sé gitt dugce khong bi thdi rita. Hoi & Thanh Hai t6i ¢ nghe ngudi ta ké vé th nay
r6i.” Noi doan, anh chang lién nhac cai vai Trac Moc Cuong Ba da mé ra 1én, lac lac méy cai roi bao
Truong Lap, “Anh xem di, trong nay ciling ngam day nay.”

Truong Lap ghé mat vao nhin k¥ hon, “Khéng phai dy chtr, chi 1a mot cyc thit tring to bang con
chd con moi dé thdi ma, trong vai ciing dang ngdm mot cuc nhu thé.” Nhac Duong néi: “Chang 1 ¢
day lai c6 nhiéu thai tué thé co 4?”

Truong Lap tram trd: “Cha, dn vao co thé trudng sinh bat 130, vy thi chung ta phat to rdi!”

Nhac Duong tho tay vao trong vai vot cuc thit trang trang dy 1én, gi sat miéng Truong Lap noi:

“ Anh ném thir xem mui vi thé nao?”

Truong Lap voi vang lac dau quay quay, cai thir ndy nghe thi c¢6 vé rat hay, nhung khi dat & trude
madt, chi nhin thoi cling théy budn ndn 14m rdi, hon nita lai con cd mdt thir mui hét sirc quai dan, ngtri
con chang muén ngtri ndi gi dén an. Nhac Duong cudi hi hi ché gidu: “Pung 1a chang biét gi hét, d6 tot
thé ma lai.” Nhung ltic anh chang dua 1én miéng, bi khi vi quai di y x6¢ vao mili thi ciing khong sao
ha miéng ra ndi. Truong Lap lo lang hoi: “Puoc khong day, cai thir nay c6 1& di ngdm ca ngan nim roi
d6, cho du 6 1a do t6t that thi ciing bi ngdm rira ra rdi, ching ta mau mau qua kiém Cudng Ba thiéu
gia thi hon.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba vira budc xudéng khoi bé thd, birc twong Phat bon tay lién khoi phuc lai hinh
dang ban dau, chi nghe bén ngoai dai sanh co tiéng “cach cach” khe kh€. Trac Moc Cuong Ba chot
nghi: “Chang 1& canh ctra trong dudi dat dd mo ra roi? Bi, di xem sao.” Nghi doan, ga lién dat tay
Puong Man nhanh nhanh chay vi vé gian dai sanh sic vang. Pudng Man 1am bam n6i: “Khong phai 1a
huyét tri 4, sao lai dé mo ra nhu thé nhi?”

Qua nhién, cac phién da giong nhu canh hoa trong dai sanh da xoay ca vé phia gan tuong da, dé 1o
ra mot cira hAm tron nhan hinh tron, dudng ham hinh xody tron xudéng dudi, bén trong tron nhur grong,
rat giéng mot cai vo ¢ bién khong 16. Puong Man lo lang ndi: “Bén trong nay tron nhu thé, xudng roi
1a khong 1én dugc dau.” Trac Moc Cudng Ba nghi ngoi gidy lat, roi 1y dung cu ra, dong dinh sit vao
mit da, roi lai dung ba cai chdt an toan chin méy canh hoa lai, that day an toan vao dinh sét, cai moc
tha xudng duong ham. Xong xudi dau do, gi ndi vi Puong Man: “Dé anh xudng trudc, em & trén ndy
dirng dé cira dong lai day.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba d6i mil phat sang 1én, mot tay bam ddy thirng, ngdi trong ranh trugt xudng,
giong hét nhu tré con ngdi cau trugt vy, vira truot gi vira khong khoi nghi tham trong bung: “Sao tron

vay, rot cudc 1a da dung cong nghé gi nhi?” Ga rd tay 1én vach, thdy lanh bubt xwong, gb gd 1én, thi



thay khong phai tiéng tram duc cua da, Trac Moc Cudng Ba lién diéu chinh cho mii sang han 1én, lién
thay vach tudng den si si nhu 1am tir thép rong, thim nha: “Chang 18 tuong bén trong 16i di niy toan b
déu ghép tir vat liéu kim loai chic? Bon ho dung cach gi ma giit duoc kim loai ca ngin ndm ciing
khong gi sét nhi?”

Pang suy nghi, dudi chin g hinh nhu dap roi thtr gi d6, than thé hoi chung lai, doan lién nghe thiy
tiéng “cuc cuc cuc” bén dudi vong 1én. Trac Moc Cuong Ba khong kip nhin cho k¥, nhung da cang
thém can trong, bam chit day thimg chim chim trugt xuéng, qua nhién khong ngoai suy doan cua gi,
cach d6 chua day ba mét, & phia trudc bong nhién nhod ra mot ludi dao sac, miii dao hudng thang vé
phia Trac Moc Cudng Ba, néu gi ma khong bam vao ddy an toan, noi khong chirng ludi dao ay da xé
ngudi gi ra 1lam hai manh rdi. Trac Moc Cudng Ba con chua kip thd phao nhe nhdm, di nghe “soat
soat soat” miy tiéng nita vang lén, trong dudng him tron tudt ay lai xet ra miy ludi dao nita. Nhirng
ludi dao niy 16 13 vo cung sic bén, s¢i thing chac dén mirc ¢6 thé treo ca con voi 1én, bi ludi dao co
vao hai ba lugt da khong chiu noi trong luong cua Trac Moc Cuong Ba, “bung” mot tiéng roi dat lia.
Trac Moc Cudng Ba chi kip hét vong 1én phia cira dudng him mot tiéng: “Khong dugce xudng day,”
than thé d3 trugt vi xudng dudi.



Pudng ham

Truong Lap va Nhac Duong ung dung di qua 16i di hep. Nhac Duong khong khoi duong duong déc
¥ n6i: “Vuot qua miy cai co quan nay dé qua di.”

Truong Lap lién chim choc: “Khong c6 Cuong Ba thiéu gia nhic nho, cau qua dugce dé dang thé
khéng ha? Phai roi, bay gid di tiép sao day? May nguoi dam Cuong Ba thiéu gia dau roi nhi?”

Pi thém may budc nita, Nhac Duong nhin pho twong Phit sau tay, kinh ngac thét 1én: “Oa, déy 1a
Phat gi thé, nhin ctr nhur hung than ac sat dy.”

Truong Lap néi: “Da xoa phai khong? Hay chang 1& 13 twong Diém vuong?”’

Hai anh chang di t6i phia truéc twong Phat sat, 1ién nhin thay gian dai sanh mau vang va Pudng
Man ¢ bén dudi.

Truong Lap vay chio, roi ciing Nhac Duong mdi nguoi gitt mot dau day, ga 1én phan nho ra cua 16
di, cung lac truot xuéng. Hai ngudi chay téi bén canh Puong Man, trong thiy ctra him hinh tron dudi
dat, Truong Lap bén hoi: “Sao c6 khong xudng d6 1uén?”

Puong Man dap: “Anh Cudng Ba vira moi xudng. Anh ay n6i dé thim do xem c6 nguy hiém gi
khong...” C6 vira ndi t6i ddy, chot nghe trong dudng ham vong tdi giong Trac Mdc Cuong Ba:
“Khong dugc xudng day!” ké d6 soi day thirng budc vao dinh st bén trén git ndy 1én. Ca ba ngudi
dang dimg trong dai sanh déu y thirc duoc mot diéu, day thimg da durt!

Pudng Man cudng hét ca 1én, tho dau quan sat rdi dinh truot xubng dudng ham, nhung da bi
Truong Lap kéo lai. Nhac Duong noi: “May cong chuyén ning nhoc nay dé dan ong ching t6i 1am
cho.” Néi xong lién cam sgi thirng 1én thit bon cai nut lién nhau, réi bam day xuéng luén dudng ham.
Truong Lap cling noi: “Yén tdm, cong chia, ching toi nhét dinh tra lai cho ¢6 mét Cuong Ba thiéu gia
hoan chinh nguyén ven.” Dt 10i ciing trugt xudng theo ludn.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba gio 18n canh bao, dong thoi hay tay vuron ra, 4n vao hai nim xoay & canh dé
giay. Poi giay leo nai dic ché lién tw dong bom khi xudng dé, hinh thanh nén nhitng gidc hat va céac
so1 16ng cong 16n nho khac nhau, Trac Moc Cuong Ba lgi dung cht luc hiut nay ma ap chat ngudi vao
vach dudng him tron tudt, tir tir giam tdc 4o, cudi ciing ciing coi nhu ding lai duoc. Mét thanh dao
sac 1ém ké ngay dudi nach gi, ludi dao gan nhu da cit rach 16p 4o bén ngoai. Trac Moc Cuong Ba
can than vong tay qua tranh ludi dao, rdi dung sirc phan hong, tir tir trudn xudng dudi, trong hét nhu
mot con sau dang uén éo bo di.

Lai vong thém ba vong nita, phia trudc hinh nhu d3 xuat hién mat dat bang phang, nhung & ngay
chinh dién lai xuét hién mot thanh dao dung dung. Tur goc do cua Trac Moc Cuodng Ba, thoat nhin n



nhu mot so1i to bac, phia sau soi to dot nhién phinh to ra nhu quan bat. Ga tham nht, xung quanh chac
chin phai c6 chdt 13y nao dé déng cai co quan bat ludi dao niy moi phai, vira ndy truot tir trén xudng
duéi, nhitng ludi dao nay déu dung dting & ngay phia dudi 16i thong, néu tha cho truot tu do xudng thi
nguoi s& ap sat vao mot bén vach do quan tinh, thanh ra lai khong hé nguy hiém, chi c6 diéu khi trugt
tdi doan déc cudi cung ndy, chic chin sé bi ludi dao sic phia trudc xé ra lam doi.

Khi sap lai gan ludi dao, Trac Moc Cuong Ba lién phat hién ra & mé bén duong ham hinh tron niy
c6 mot két cau mong ghép nhd ra, 18 nao day chinh 1a chdt dé dong méd co quan?

Pang suy nghi, dot nhién nghe “kich” mdt tiéng, ludi dao kia bong rut trd lai, ké do nghe “phang”
mot tiéng nita, ludi dao lai bat tré ra. Trac Moc Cuong Ba con chua hiéu ra chuyén gi, da nghe bén
trén ¢ nguoi hét 1on: “Cudng Ba thiéu gia, anh ¢ dau? To6i xudng day!” Tiéng Nhac Duong tir xa
thanh gan, dén that 1a nhanh!

Trac Moc Cudng Ba tham than khong xong, hai chan an chit vao duong ham. Chi thdy hai vai tram
Xuéng, ca hai nguoi cung lic bi mot xung luc manh mé kéo truot Xuéng. Ludi dao kia cach tim mét
Trac Moc Cudng Ba cang luc cang gin, cang ltc cang gan. Trac Moc Cuong Ba dinh thay d6i phuong
hudng, nhung mudn tru viing dugc than hinh & chd ndy mot minh da khéng phai chuyén dé rdi, lam sao
gd dugc nhu y. Thanh ra hai nguoi cing luc ctr thé trugt thang vé phia ludi dao sic bén.

Cudi cung coi nhu nho d6i gidy leo nti dic ché chit lugng cao, khong ngd ciing giit on dugc than
hinh cua c hai ngudi. Song ludi dao kia da ké vao gitta hai dui Trac Moc Cudng Ba, co xat vao diing
quﬁn. Ga lan nay dung la dugc mdt phen toat md héi lanh, khong ngd con chua kip dinh than, bén trén
da co tiéng vong xudng: “Tbi cling dén roi day!”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba ca kinh that sic. May 1a trong lc loan ciing khong mat di sy binh tinh, vao
khoanh khic ngan can treo sgi toc d6 gi di vuon tay phai ra an xudng két cau hinh mong kia, con ké
d6 thé nao thi danh nghe theo ménh tro1 thoi vay. Trac Moc Cudng Ba vira mdi 1am xong, trong luong
trén vai dot nhién tang 1én gip may lan, ba ngudi nhu mot doan xe lira, trugt ngdi xudng tin cung cia
duong ham.

“Khon kiép! R& rang di nghe thdy t6i bao ding c6 xudng, thé tic 13 chic chin ¢ co quan rdi, vay
ma van con mao hiém nhu vay nira!” Trac Moc Cudng Ba c6 tot tinh dén may ciing khong thé nhin nbi,
16n tiéng trach méc céc thanh vién trong nhom.

Nhac Duong trirg mat 1én nhin Truong Lap, giong day trach moc: “Déu tai cau ca, suyt chit nita 1a
lam Cudng Ba thiéu gia tuyét dudng con chau rodi.” Hai nguoi ap vao vach tudng trugt xudng, thanh ra
khong cham phai ludi dao nao hét.

Truong Lap voi bi¢n bach: “Sao lai trach toi, 10 rang la cau Xuéng trudc co ma, cau khong dap
phai cai co quan ay, nhitng ludi dao d6 liéu co bat ra lam durt day thirng hay khong cha?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba 6m day mot bung tirc, c6 di€u cling khong mudn lang nhan mai véi hai anh



chang 1dm diéu nay, lién léy thiét bi ra lién lac vé6i Pudng Man, bao cho cd biét tam thoi ho chua gap
nguy hiém gi, nhung trong thong dao c6 co quan, tot nhat 1 dimg c6 xudng voi, ¢t & trén d6 doi may
ngudi nhom lat ma A La t6i da. Ké do, g2 lai lién lac vo1 gido su Phuong Tan, tir vi tri ctia gido su
Phuong Tan va lat ma A La, rd rang 13 d4 sap ti gian dai sanh mau vang kim kia r6i. Chi ¢6 Lir Canh
Nam va Ba Tang 13 da phat hién ra mot 16i di la, gio dang tham do. Hon nita 16i di ma ho phat hién ra
d6, hinh nhur ca nhom ngudi cta Ben ciing chua phét hién ra, bén trong van con gitt dugc nguyén ven
trang thai miy trim nam khong hé c6 nguoi lai vang,

Théng dao bi mat ma Lir Canh Nam va Ba Tang di nghe néi con nguy hiém ky bi gap boi, noi
chuyén qua thiét bi lién lac nhat thoi cling kho c6 thé noi 1o rang duogc, L Canh Nam chi dén do bon
Trac Moc Cuong Ba nhanh chong diéu tra rd 16i di bon g3 phat hién, sau d6 xem xem co thé lién hé va
giup do gi nhau khong.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba 4n nat trén dong hd, chim dit cude tranh ludn tir niy van chura hé nging lai
cua Truong Lap va Nhac Duong, doan noi: “Toi con chua noi céi gi, hai cau tranh cai gi ma tranh
cdi? Bay gid chung ta hiy kiém tra rd tinh hinh dudi ndy trude, r6i sau d6 tim cach leo 18n trén kia.”

Con dudng ndy ndi lién voi dng trugt hinh xody 6¢ ma miy ngudi vira trugt xudng, d6 vong dudi
mat dat twong dbi nho, cao hon hai mét mot chat, Trac Moc Cuong Ba chi can vuon tay 1é€n la da cham
ti dinh vom roi, chiéu rong dau chirng hai ba mét, di bén trong cam tuéng nhu dang budc trong mot
duong ham thoi khong cd kinh vay. Ga cam thiy con dudng ndy hoi gidng 16i di hinh éng xuong & dia
cung ** Puch, noi ra ra vao vao cua bon chudt khong 10, khong khoi tham nhu: “O day chic khong co
cai thir Ay chtr nhi.”

Pi duogc chimg muoi bude, phia trude lién xuat hién 16i ré, ba nguoi ding lai nhin quanh ngd quat,
chi thdy ca hai 16i déu c6 phan nhanh. Truong Lap khong ghim ndi budt miéng thét 18n: “Khdng phai
chir, mé cung ha?” Nhac Duong “O” 1én mdt tiéng. Trong nganh co quan hoc, hai vi nhan huynh ndy so
nhat chinh 1a mén mé cung, cai gi ma mé cung vong, mé cung vudng, mé cung phéap tran, mé cung lap
thé... du 1a loai mé cung gi ciing khién ca hai dau vang mat hoa. Thé nhung c6 nhén lai cir xép mé
cung vao loai dé xdy duyng ma hiéu qua lai cao nhat trong co quan thuat. Cac loai mé cung, chiang han
nhu Ky mon don giap, Bat tran d6, Mé hon tran. .. déu tirg ndi tiéng hién hach mot thoi, 1ap cong 16n
trén chién trudng va con nhiéu noi khac. Trong co quan hoc, riéng kién thirc vé mé cung 1ap nén han
mdt nganh chuyén biét. Nhiing gi bon Trac Moc Cudng Ba di hoc va nim bit, ¢6 thé néi déu 1a nhirng
kién thirc don gian va tinh yéu nhit vé mé cung.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba noi: “Khong giéng, 1am gi ¢6 mé cung ndo ctr di bén nim budc da thiy ré
nhanh r6i, hon nira tudng & day déu tron nhan thé niy, chang giéng nhu ¢ bo tri co quan 16n gi ca.”

Nhac Duong 1am bam: “Ciing can gi co quan ¢& 16n chir, chi nhu cai vira ndy...” Truong Lap voi

nhéo manh 1én lung anh ching mot cai, y bao Nhac Duong dimg c6 nhic chuyén vira ndy lam gi nira.



Trac Moc Cudng Ba noi: “Ching ta di thém may budc nita xem thé nao, du sao ciing con hon ding
mai ¢ day.”

Khéng c6 méy tinh cta gido su Phuong Tén, di trong dudng him phan nhanh chang chit thé nay
dung 1a trong ddi kho khan. May nguoi bon Trac Moc Cuong Ba déanh dau diém dang ding lai, sau do
bat dau di vé phia trudc. Trong mé cung ma khong cé ban do, thi nén tuan theo nguyén tic dua phia
trai. Pay 1a mot nguyén tic rat co ban, chinh 13 di thé ndo cling dugc, nhung bao gid ciing phai bam sat
vao birc trong bén trai, nhu vy thi tir ddu chi cudi van ludn tién 1én phia trude. Néu nhu mé cung co
dang thirc mot vong tuan hoan, thi ho dd danh ddu ¢ diém khai dau, khi ndo quay lai day sé phat hién
ra dugc ngay.

Lic ndy, gido su Phuong Tan va lat ma A La d4 t6i gian phong chit day vai sanh st va xuong
nguoi chét, cling nhin théy ca 16i di chat hep kia. Gido su Phuong Tan noi: “Pén noi rdi,” doan lién
co1 ba 16 xuéng chuan bj di qua. Latma A La lién ngan lai: “Poi da, dé t6i xem méy cai vai nay mot
chat.”

Giéng nhu Nhac Duong lac ndy, lat ma A La nhdc chiéc vai 1én, nhin cuc thit va chét 16ng bén
trong, 4nh mat hip hay bat dinh. Gido su Phuong Tan thiy thé lién hoi: “Bén trong c6 gi thé?”

Lat ma A La nhu nguoi bing tinh con mong, giat minh dap: “A, gi ha? O, khong biét nira, dung 1a
ky quai that, nhiéu vai nhur vy, bén trong nay rdt cudc 1a ngdm thtr gi day nhi? Chup anh lai d3, roi
chiing ta nhanh qua xem bon Cudng Ba thiéu gia thé ndo.” Miéng thi ndi vdy, nhung trong 1ong ong lai
tham kinh hai: “Troi dat, 18 ndo day lai chinh 1a Thanh dan nim d6?”

Tir sau khi may tinh ctia gido sw Phuong Tan ghi lai duoc rat nhiéu thong tin trong dia cung **
Puch, 1anh dao cua t6 hun luyén dic biét to ra rat himg thu voi phuong thire ghi hinh ndy. Sau khi
duoc nhom nghién ctru cai tién, may quay cua gido su Phuong Tan dd d6i thanh loai dng kinh c6 do
phan giai cao, gan truc tiép vao mat kinh ctia ong, chi can kéo soi day truyén so lidu trong ba 16 ra gin
vao 1a c6 thé dung dugc 1udn, lai c¢6 chirc ning quay chup dudi nudce, con may tinh xach tay dugc gitr
trong ba 10, giai phong cho doi tay tu do hoat dong.

Méi duge khoang ba phiit ma miy nguoi bon Trac Moc Cuong Ba di di qua vo s6 dudng r& nhanh,
néu phai guong ép di theo tri nhd, lac nay ho khang dinh 1a da lac dudng. Dot nhién, chiée dong hd
trén cb tay Nhac Duong sang dé 1€n, bao c6 tin hi¢u lién lac. Thi ra giao su Phuong Tan va lat ma A
La da téi noi, sau khi nghe Puong Man ké lai moi chuyén lién lién lac vdi ba nguo1 bén dudi. Nhac
Duong tra 101 rang truée mit coi nhur van an toan, ca bon dang & trong mé cung, bén dudi nay ngoai
duong haimra thi chang phat hién dugc gi khac nita, néu tim thay gi s& lién lac voi bén trén sau. Gido
su Phuong Tan va lat ma A La din do ba ngudi can than, bon ho ciing phai ¢ trén ndy quan sat may
tuong Phat kia mot chut.

Puong Man din dudng cho hai 6ng gia tham quan hét ca miy gian sanh sau bon canh ctra chinh va



bdn canh ctra ngach, ciing xem ca nhitng co quan bén trong, roi gido su Phuong Tan sip xép lai cac tu
liéu trong may tinh, cing Pudng Man thio luin nhirng gi hai ngudi trong thiy trong déng hoang tan do
nat. Lat ma A La thi nhin chdm chdm véao pho tugng Phat den treo lo limg gitta khong trung, tim trang
nang né ma phuec tap, nhu tham trong bung: “DPai HO Phap than Ma Kha Ca La, Tri Thién Ho Phap than
Kha Loi Pé Mau, Dia Linh ton Na Ca, Dai thanh Ty Na Da Ca, Pia Mau than Ca Loi... thin Phat c¢di
troi déu tu tp ca vé day, khong thé sai duoc, thir ching ta vira trong thay. .. d6 1a ruou t&! Chd nay
dung 1a Thanh dan rdi! Pirc Ma Hé Thu La ton kinh van ning, xin hiy thtr tha cho ké t6i d thanh kinh
ndy, chiing con dén mudn mat rdi, nhung ching con khong bo cudc, khong bao gid nging nd lyc dé Ty
Tai Man Pa La trung hi¢n quang minh.”

Gi4o su Phurong T4n nhin man hinh may tinh rdi n6i vi Pudng Man: “Thir gido 1y c¢b xwa hodc c6
1& d4 bién mat nay, bon ho toan sung bai ta Phat va ac ma. Chéng han pho tuong Phat st trén dau
chiing ta day, néu t6i khong 1am, d6 chac 1a Pai Hac Thién (Mahakala). Pai Hic Thién 1a mot trong
nhitng vi than bao ho duoc nhiéu ngudi biét dén nhat & Tay Tang. Tuong truyén Pai Hac Thién da bi
Quan Am thu phuc, c6 lac con duge coi 1a hoa than Phan O4n cua B6 Tat. Con buc tuong hai con voi
om léy nhau d6 chic 1a Pai Thanh Hoan Hi Thién, ngai thuong xuét hién duéi hinh tuong chién than,
con goi 1a Pai Thanh Thién, Thanh Thién. Hinh tuong hai vo chong ddu voi minh ngudi 6m nhau hop
thé nay chinh 1a ban ton (hinh tuong thit) ctia ngai. Nam Thién 14 con trai trudng ctia Pai Ty Thién, 1a
Pai Hoang than tan hai thé gii; Nit Thién 1a Quan Am hoa ra, 6m chit 14y nhau nhu vy 13 dé Nam
Thién hoan tim, dén nén con hung bao Xuéng, vay nén mé1 goi 1a Hoan Hi Thién. Con birc tugng Phat
nit ma chau cho 13 dang s nhat ay c6 1& chinh 1a Quy Tt Mau trong truyén thuyét. Quy Tt Mau trong
truyén thuyét. Quy Tt Mau con goi 13 Hoan Hi Mau, tiéng Phan 1a Kha Loi Bé Mau. Quy Tir Mau von
13 mot vi 4c than trong Ba La Mon gido, chuyén an lii tré con & chdn nhan gian, goi 1a Mau Da Xoa.
Sau khi dugc Phat phap gido hoa, lién trd thanh thin ho phép chuyén trach bao vé tré con. Hai buc
tuong con lai thi t6i khong nhan ra, nhung qua nira ciing 13 loai tuong Phat nay. Nhitng vi than Phat nay
sau khi quy hoi Phat gido thi déu 1a Pai H6 Phap, Pai Kim Cuong, 14 cac thin Phat chinh nghia chuyén
trach tiéu di€t ta ma 4c dao, nhung nhirng birc twong dugc khic tac & day, rat ro rang déu thé hién hinh
twong trude khi quy y Phat gido ctia ho, déu 1a dai hung than, dai sat tinh, thin Phat binh thudng déu
khong thé 1am gi ndi ho. Nhiing thin Phat ma gido phai niy tho phung chinh 12 nhitng vi ta Phat nay do.
T6i nghi, lat ma A La chéc biét vé viéc ndy nhiéu hon ching t6i diing khong, A La dai su?”

Lat ma A La giat minh: “Gi ha?”

Puong Man néi: “Ong ké cho ching chéau nghe vé lai lich nhitng twong Phat nay di, dai su.”

Lat ma A La n6i: “Nhitng tuong Phat nay ha? Chac, nhitng twong Phat nay ha? Nhiing birc twong
nay déu xuat hién dudi dang tudng mao ban ton, chéc 1a thudc vé mot chi bén 1 ctia Mat tong Tay

Tang. N6i dén Mat tong Tay Tang, chi e s& dai ddy, nhét thoi ta cling khong biét nén noi tir dau nira.”



Puong Man nghi ngoi mot thoang roi dap: “Vay dai su dirng néi chuyén ndy voi, ndi chuyén huyét
tri di, tai sao khong d6 mau vao ma cira ciing mé ra dugce vay? Co phai miy ngdy trude da co ngudi
str dung huyét tri, nén nd van giit dugc trang thai d6 khong?”

Lat ma A La lac dau: “A, huyét tri ciing c¢6 nhiéu loai khac nhau, truong hop ndy khong thé goi 1a
huyét tri, n6 la bach tri.”

Pudng Man nhéc lai: “Bach tri?”

Lat ma A La n6i: “Um, bach tri khong can mau, chi can dung nudc sach binh thudng la co6 thé tac
dong md ctra dugc roi. Sau d6 ding nhu chau néi ddy, chi can luong nude day du thi c¢6 thé dung miy
ngay lién.”

Pudong Man chi vao mot canh cira mé, ndi: “Nhung ma, nhirng cai ching ta thiy bén trong cic cin
phong kia, khong phai 1a gidng hét nhu huyét tri hay sao a?”

Lat ma A La mim cudi dap: “D6é chi 14 hinh thirc m6 phong thoi. Dua vao ¥ do cua canh cira da nay
ma suy doan, bén dudi co 18 1a hé thong nudce thai ngdm, co quan ma miy ngudi Cudng Ba thiéu gia
nhic t61i, ta nghi ¢ 18 1a dao cat.”

“Pay hinh nhu 13 mot hé thong thoat nudc ngdm.” Trac Moc Cuong Ba ciing dua ra mot két luan
twong tw. Ga ndi: “Pudng him & ddy rong rai chiang chit nhu mang nhén, bon vach lai tron nhan thé
nay, dung dé xir Iy nudc thai rat hop, chic chan khong phai mé cung dau.”

Nhac Duong néi: “Toi ciing thiy khong gidng mé cung lam. Chd nay mdt 1a khong c6 co quan, hai
1a khong c6 trang tri gi ca.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba cang thém chiac chan hon vé suy luan cta minh, gat dau néi: “Um, khi mua 16n
nude dang 1€n, co 1€ hon ddo nay s€ bi nhin chim, doi khi nude rat di, sé nhd vao hé théng thoat bot
nude. Tri tué cua c¢d nhan dung 1a vo cing vo tan.”

Truong Lap néi: “Vay nhitng 16i thong nay thong di dau chu?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba noi: “Ra bén ngoai ddo, hoac 1a... day ho.”

Nhac Duong dé nghi: “Chung ta lai trd vé chd ban dau xem, dugc khong? Ua, chd danh ddu dau
r6i? Sao chang thiy dau nira nhi?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba xem thir, qua nhién chd ny ndi lién voi mot dudng him hudng thang 1én trén,
nhung thong dao hinh nhur 1ai hoi khac véi1 duong bon ho di xuéng. Trac Moc Cuong Ba noi: “Khong
phai 16i chung ta di Xuéng, day la 16i thong ttr chd khac Xuéng, cac cau xem, day la mét duong ddc
thang, khong c6 ré ngodt. Um? Bén trén c6 anh sang kia, chac 1a ctra mo day, chiing ta 1én trén xem
sao nhi!”

Truong Lap ban khoan: “Tron thé nay thi 1am sao ma 1én?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba gidm giam chan noi: “Leo Ién chir con sao.” Lic nay long tin ctia gi dbi véi

giay hip luc da khoi phuc phin ndo. Vira niy trong luc ba ngudi con chiu ndi, hudng hd gio chi c6 mot



nguoi.

Nhac Duong git dau: “O, binh thudng it khi ding t6i, khong ngd da quén béng mét cai cong ning
nay 1di. Leo 1én trén xem mdt chit cting dugc.”

Truong Lap canh giac noi: “Can than lai ¢ ludi dao bat ra nhu vira nay déy.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba noi: “Toi tinh toan roi, loai ludi dao d6 dai khong qua ba muoi1 centimet, vira
ndy 14 truot xudng, gid néu chung ta di thing 18n, khong gidm vao khe & giira thi ludi dao d6 khong gay
nguy hai gi dau.”

Ba nguoi can trong d¢ dat leo 1én dudong ham tron tudn tudt, phia trudc ¢6 anh ltra thép thodng, chi
chéc 1at di ¢ trong mot dong d4. Chd nay va dai sanh ban niy hoan toan khac biét, duong nhu chi 1a
mot hang da dugc duc do thd so, khong co bat ctr trang tri gi, bén blrc trdng va tran van con lom
chom, chinh gitra c6 mot pho twong da, miéng hang ba nguo1i leo 1én & ngay sau lung twgng. Truong
Lap va Nhac Duong vong qua phia trudc tugng Phat, roi hét toang 1én: “Oi cha, yéu nit 16ng dai!”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba di t6i phia trudc twong dé, ciing phai thim ngac nhién. Birc twong da nay
khong hiéu 13 chura hoan thanh hay 13 ¢ ¥ tac nhu vay, chi thiy toan than tran trudng, mang dic diém
clia nit gidi, song lai c¢6 16ng dai phi khip ngudi, mit mii bi 16ng che kin, dén trude nguc twong ciing
c6 10ng dai, bao 1a mot con tinh tinh 16n thi khong phai, nguoc lai c¢6 18 giong vi mot cai ré cay hinh
ngudi hon. Trac Moc Cudng Ba 10 md nhd lai cau chuyén vé Mao yéu nit vuong ma cha gi timg ké
cho nghe hdi nho, nhung trudce gid gi cling chua bao gior trong thiy birc twong ndo twong ty nhu thé
ndy, khéng rd ddy co phai 1a Mao yéu nit vuwong hay khong nita. Trén ban té trude mit bic twong Phat
1a mdt tuong xdc nguodi, dudi chan co ba ac quy, bén canh c6 mdt dc quy nira, déu gio tay, chan, than
thé ctia xac chét 1én ha miéng dinh can, con tay phai twong da gio trai tim ngudi 1én qua miéng nhu
mudn an, tay trai cAm mot thir gidng nhur hon d4 cudi dit vao 16ng ngire ngudi nam trén ban.

Ba ngudi di mdt vong quanh hang da, khong tim thiy co quan gi, ciing khong thay 16i di nao khéc,
cam théy hét st ky quai. Tai sao lai 12 mot cai dong d4 hoan toan bit kin, chi thong véi 161 thoat nude
ngam chir? Song tim kiém khip ca hang, cudi cung cling khong thu hoach duoc gi, ba ngudi danh chuan
bi theo duong cii tro lai. Pén ctra duong ham, Trac Moc Cuong Ba bong dirng pha“it lai, no1: “Bén
trong c6 nguoi.”



Pa Cat Diét Bat

Truong Lap vira méi nhin qua tugng hung Phat, tim da dap thinh thich khong thoi, Trac Moc Cuong
Ba lai con dot nhién buong ra mot cau bén trong c6 nguoi, 1ap tirc 1am anh chang giat thot ca minh, voi
hoi: “Cai gi? O dau c6 nguoi co?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba ra hiéu cho moi nguoi khong 1én tiéng, nghiéng tai 1ang nghe, chi thiy bén
trong hang da kin mit trng huéch hoac ny qua nhién c6 nhitng 4m thanh ky di vang 1én, tu nhu tiéng gi
6 dap, déu din ma co tiét tAu, chim nhanh manh nhe lién tuc thay d6i, hoi xa xam va yéu 6t, khong
chi y 1ang nghe thi hoan toan khong thé phat hién ra dugc, c¢6 vé nhu phat ra tir mot goc hang da,
nhung lai khong thé phan biét duoc chinh xac ¢ dau, cir nhu ca bon vach hang déu dang phat ra tiéng
dong. Trac Moc Cuong Ba lanh giong thi thim: “Am thanh vira ndly t6i nghe thdy khong phai thé nay,
hinh nhu 13 ¢6 ngudi dang kéu ctru, ma con bang tiéng Tang cd nita.”

Truong Lap va Nhac Duong 1am bd khoa trwong 6m 1ay nhau, dong thanh thét 1én: “Cudng Ba thiéu
gia, anh dirng c6 ma doa chung t6i day, chang 1& & day c6 ma?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba vung tay 1€n, n6i: “Tim lai xem, no1 khong chung & dau do c6 co quan da bi
chiing ta so ¥ bé qua. Cai hang nay khong thé nao khong c6 16i ra vao duge.”

“Pao cat 1a gi a?” Pudng Man van chua hiéu.

Lat ma A La giai thich: “Hon ddo ndy nam & giira hd, néu nudc hd dang 1én nhan chim, toan bo kién
trac ngdm dudi 1ong dat s& bi ngdm trong nude, vi vay ¢ ting dudi ndy moi co6 mot loai Bach tri hé
gip nudc 1a mo ra. Nhung néu nudce x6i ra cudn theo nhitng vat thé 16n, chang han nhu man che,
phudn trong dai di¢n, ban thd va mot s6 tap vat khac, lam tac 16i thoat nudce thi sao? Lic do, 16i thong
hinh loa kén va dao cat bén trong lién phat huy tic dung, cat nhirng vat thé 16n thanh miéng nho, khoi
thong hé thong thoat nude thai ngdm. Cac ludi dao thinh linh bat ra nhu ¢6 10 xo, sau mdt khoang thoi
gian lai dot nhién rut vé, rdi bat ra, lién tuc bim cét.”

Puong Man ngac nhién thét 18n: “That 1a khéo 160, khong thé nio tin ndi.”

Lat ma A La diém dam n6i: “Pay chinh 1a tri tué tich Iy tir thuc tién lao dong va doi séng ctia co
nhan do.”

Ba nguoi lai no1 chuyén phim mot Ituc, lat ma A La ké mot s6 chuyén lién quan td1 cac than Phat
ctia Mat gido, roi ndi: “A, khong hiéu may ngudi Cudng Ba thiéu gia gio ra sao roi, thi lién lac véi
ho xem.”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan lai lién lac vo1 nhom cua Trac Mc Cudng Ba. Ba nguoi bon ho 1ic nay dang

b6i tung hang d4 kin kia 1én dé tim co quan hay duong ngam chi vi Trac Moc Cudng Ba cho rang bén



trong c6 ngudi. Trac Moc Cudng Ba ta lai birc trong yéu nit 16ng dai ma bon gi thay ¢ day cho gido
su Phuong T4n nghe. Lat ma A La lai thém mot phen chan dong trong long, tham nht: “Pa Chi Ni Do
Hoéa Than Mau, trdi oi, ¢ day rot cude con bao nhiéu bi mat nira? Khong ngd chiing ta lai hoan toan
khong hay biét gi vé su ton tai cua Thanh dan noi day, dang 1a khong thé tudng tugng ndi, dung 1a
khéng thé trdng twong noi!”

Nghi doan, 6ng lién néi: “Xudng d6 di, & day con rat nhiéu thir chiing ta chua hé hay biét.”

Puong Man 16 vé do dy: “Nhung ma, dao cat trong 16i thong nay khong phai rat nguy hiém hay
sao?”

Lat ma A La mim cudi: “Ctr di theo ta, khong ¢6 van dé gi dau.”

Gido su Phuong Tan ciing mubn xudng thim do tir dau, lién vui vé dong y. Vay 1a ba nguoi lién
cung nhau trugt xudng hé thong nude thai bén dudi.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba va hai ngudi Truong Lap, Nhac Duong lai tim kiém khip hang d4 thém mot
luot nira, song van khong phat hién ra co quan hay dudng ngdm ndo, md hoi dam dia uwdt ddm nguoi.
Am thanh yéu 6t kia that giéng nhur dang c6 ngudi kéu 1én: “Ctru mang!” hon nita con 1a tiéng Tang co.
Nhac Duong lai con nghe ra dugc, d6 13 tiéng cia mot ngudi dan ong, sac mit 1ap tire tai dai di. Hang
da von tréng hoac trong ho, 4m thanh vang 1én qua bat ngd. Anh mit ba nguoi dan tap trung ca vao
btrc trong Phat cao ndm mét & gitta. Co phai birc trgng nay vira hét 1én? Hay 1 nguoi dan 6ng nam
trén ban kia? Hay 13 bon con quy? Truong Lap, Nhac Duong cang thém nghi hoic, khong hiéu co phai
d3 dung phai yéu tinh ngan nim gi d6 r6i hay khong? Khong thi tai sao lai néi tiéng Tang cd co chir?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba dot nhién vo dui danh dét mot tiéng: “Oi cha, chung ta ngu that!” Truong Lap,
Nhac Duong lai giat thot minh, nhdy nguoc vé phia sau mot budec.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba noi: “Tuong da! La twong da chir con gi nita! Ching ta tim co' quan khap noi,
ma sao lai bo qua cai ¢ 10 10 trude mat thé nay!” Ga budc 1én cai bé tron hinh 4ng may, dén bén dudi
chd ngé)i cua nit Phat 16ng dai, chi vao khe hd nhé noéi: “Buc tuong da nay chac chin 1a c6 thé di dong,
day ndy, vira ro rang lai vira don gian, vay ma chiing ta déu khong nghi t6i.”

Ba ngudi lién hop stc lai day twong Phat ra, khéng ngo né nhe hon han so véi ho tudng, xemra
bén trong chua chic da dic rudt. Qua nhién, bén dudi bé ngéi cua buc twong 16 ra mét vach ngan
vudng van mdi bé khoang mot mét, mo vach ngan ra, bén dudi hoa ra 1a mot hd nudce, day nude trong
vat, & gitra c6 mot thir trong nhu cai bé da nho cao 1én khoi mat nudce, nhung bén trén khong cd nguoi.
Truong Lap tho dau quan sat, dudi nude ciing thdy co bong nguodi ndo dau, anh chang dang nghi than
nghi quy, dot nhién tir trong lan nude nhd 1€n mot cai dau toc tai bu xu, mit may bot bat, Truong Lap
lap tirc giat niy ngudi ngd nglra ra dang sau. Cai ddu d6 vung vay manh, bot nudc ban tung toe, mot
guong mit vudng van, mit to may ram, mili vudng moi day xuat hién trudc mit may ngudi bon Trac

Moc Cuong Ba, phun ra mot bung nuéc, nhanh nhen leo 1€n bo, noéi: “Coi nhu duge ctru roi.”



Vira nghe anh ta cat tiéng, ca ba lién tirc khac hiéu ra ngay, dy 1a ngudi ¢ thon Cong Bo, tiéng ctru
mang ban ndy phat am giong nhu tiéng Tang co, nhung cau sau lai 13 thtr ngit 4m ky quai nam & gitra
tiéng Tang co va tiéng Tang hién dai thoi ky dau. Ngudi ndy nhé bé la thudng, chiéu cao chua duoc
mét rudi, ti chi nhd, da ngam den, con cai dau lai to tudng ra, ding trude mat Trac Moc Cuong Ba,
tréng it nhu mot dra nhd chau Phi suy dinh dudng vay, chac tai ngdm nudc qua 1au, nén than thé anh
16n mot thir sdc tréng khong tur nhién cta thit nita. Nguo1 nay mac do Pho L), di ung 6ng cao, hong
budc day lung Pho L, gidt mot con dao di rimg, cd tay deo chudi hat Bo dé, trude nguc c6 mot chudi
Phat chau béng ma ndo, chinh gitta 1a mdt vién ma ndo hinh thoi ¢6 hoa van den tréng. Trac Moc
Cuodng Ba vira nhin d nhan ra ngay 1a That Nhan Thach.

Nguoi kia vung vy ldc nude trén dau vang ra, tw gidi thiéu bang giong kiéu ngao va ty hao: “Toi
la PBa Cat, cam on cac vi da ctru mang.”

“Pa Cat? Anh 1a Pa Cat Diét Bit?” Trac Moc Cuong Ba hoi nhu vay, lam Nhac Duong va Truong
Lap déu giat minh ngac nhién. Trudc d6 hai ngudi va Trac Moc Cudng Ba déu nghi gidng nhau, di 1a
tho san gioi nhit thon Cong B, chic chin 14 phai cao 16n khéi vi, luc ludng nhu bo mdng, 1am sao
anh chang nho con loat chodt nay lai 1a Pa Cat Piét Bat dugc?

Khong ngd anh chang nho con kia lai hién ngang ngang dau 1én dap 10i: “Dung vay, sao anh biét tén
t61 thé? Tai rit cam on céac anh d3 ctru mang, nhung... cac anh la ai? Tai sao lai dén chd nay? Con
nita, sao cic anh biét n6i ngdn ngit nay?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba dap: “Na Tham dua chiing t6i t6i day.” Ké d6 gi lai n6i v6i Pa Cat nhitng 1o
Na Tham nhd chuyén giup.

Pa Cat ha hdc miéng, hai mit sang ngdi 1én, nhu thé nude mat sap trao ra dén noi, hoi 1au sau mai
cat tiéng: “Na Tham, 6i, trdi xanh oi! Pirc Phat van ning oi! Cam ta Ngudi da ban cho con hanh phuc
nay! Trong doi Pa Cat Diét Bat, khong ngd ¢ thé cung ltic gip duoc hai vi Thanh st dai nhan.” Anh
ta lai hoan hi chay t&i quy lay trudc buc twong Phat nit 16ng dai, miéng 1am bam: “Khéng Hanh Mau
dai nhan tir bi, con xin dwoc cam ta cac thin Phat chén Thién gid1 da chiéu cd, con mudn cam ta, mudn
dung linh hon trong sach nhat ctia minh tiép nhan sy 6 hoa cta Nguoi.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba va Nhac Duong, Truong Lap 1ay lam kinh ngac, Khong Hanh Mau thi bon ho
déu biét, d6 1a mot trong nhitng vi Phat tir bi ¢6 tiéng & Tay Tang, ctru khd ciru nan gidng nhu Quan
Thé Am bd tat vay, tuong Khong Hanh Mau ¢ day sao lai tac ra hinh dang thé nay cho duogc?

Thay Pa Cat dung 18n, Truong Lap lién hoi: “Cai ndy, sao cac anh lai goi 1a Khong Hanh Mau dai
nhan?”

Pa Cat ngac nhién hoi: “PAay chinh 1a Khong Hanh Mau dai nhin ma, sao vay? Thanh st dai nhan
c6 phap danh khac dé goi Ngudi a?”

“Thanh s&?” Trac Moc Cudng Ba ban than ciing khong tinh théng Phat hoc cho 1dm, voi ndi “Um. .



khong c6.”

Pa Cat noi: “Thanh sir dai nhan, ngai ding 1 Thanh st dai nhan that r6i.” No6i doan, lién quy xudng
trudc mat Trac Moc Cuong Ba. Nhac Duong dung canh noi: “Lai con khong phai nita a, ba vi trudng
130 ctia cac anh da ndi r6i, day chinh 1a Thanh st dai nhan. Nhung 1am sao anh biét anh ay chinh 1a
Thénh st thé?”

Pa Cat dap: “Khong c6 ngudi Cong B6 ching t6i dan dudng, mudn dén dugc day khong d& dang
chut nao dau, go dia, khe bo cap, nii ran, thung liing nguoi chét, thung Iiing chudng khi, dam den, d6
déu 1a nhirng noi ngudi thuong khong thé vurot qua duge. Mudn tim Canh ctra Sinh ménh lai khé cang
thém kho, co Na Tham dan dudng, lai vao dugc Canh ctra Sinh ménh, vay thi chi c6 Thanh st dai
nhan va thoi.”

Pa Cat quy dudi dét, dot nhién 1y tay 1an khap nguoi tim kiém thir gi d6, cubi cling ciing moc trong
1an 40 wdt siing ra mot vat mau do to bang céi clc 4o, hai tay dang 1én qué dau cung kinh néi: “Pa Cat
toi d4 thé rang, ai ctru toi ra khoi Hoi Ha dia nguc thi s& tang vién Trich Huyét hong thach ndy cho
ngudi 4y; khong ngo lai chinh 1a Thanh st dai nhan ngai giai ctru Pa Cat ra khoi dia nguc, xem ra
dung 1a troi cao c6 phap nhin, thin thong quang dai, xin Thanh st dai nhan tiép nhan.”

Trac Moc Cudong Ba mim cuo1 noi: “Sao to1 lai léy dd cua anh dugc?”

Pa Cat lién cudng cudng ndi: “Vién Trich Huyét hong thach nay von 1a thanh vat cudi cing & day,
Pa Cat liéu chét trong Thy Kiém dia nguc mdi 1ay duoc dé dang 18n cho Thénh st dai nhin. Pa Cat
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gifr vat ndy bén ngudi, tirc 14 da dai bat kinh v6i Troi do!” Noi dat 101, khong ngd anh ta con dap dau
“bdp bdp” xudng dat nira.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba thdy Pa Cét kién quyét nhu vay, dau dap xuéng nén d4 ma phat ra tiéng nhur
thé, néu con dap tiép e s& chay mau mat, danh mién cudng nhan 1ay, cam 1én quan sat, khong ngo lai 1a
mot vién hong ngoc khong chut ti vét, tron nhu cai khuy 4o. Trac Moc Cudng Ba ap vién ngoc st
nguoi, to ¥ ton kinh, bay gid Pa Cat mi ming rd dimg 1én. Truong Lap, Nhac Duong caAm vién hong
ngoc quan sat ki ludng, chi thiy long lanh trong sut, ¢ nhu giot mau, biét chic chan 1a d6 tot, song
1ot cudce 13 tot thé nao thi hai nguoi déu khong néi ra duge.

Trac Moc Cuong Ba noi: “Vién ngoc nay anh tim dugc ¢ dau vay?”

Pa Cat dap: “Thu Kiém dia nguc, 14 cay nhu kiém, gi6 thoi 14 rung, kiém dam khap nguoi, cham tay
tay gdy, cham chan chin lia, thin thé dau mat, khong sao thoat nan.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba nghe chi hiéu 1o mo, nhung ga biét, Thu Kiém dia nguc ma Pa Cat néi chic
chin 13 co quan, xem ra bén trong van con nhitng noi bon gi chura phat hién ra, nghi doan lién noi:
“Pua chung to1 t&1 d6 xem xem.”

Pa Cat n6i: “Xin tuan Iénh.” Anh ta khong xuéng 16i thoat nudc, ma quay ngudi lai di ra chd cai
ho.



Trac Moc Cudng Ba dua mat quan sat hd nudce, ndi ra ciing that ky la, sau khi twong Khong Hanh
Mau duogc doi di, muc nude trong ho khong ngo lai chdm chim rat Xuéng, dé 16 ra nhitng bac thang.
Trac Moc Cudng Ba hoi: “Sao anh lai bi nhdt trong hd nudc nay?”

Pa Cat da nhay xuéng dudi, nudc luc nay da rat di gan hét, khong uét ca gidy, anh ta do du mot lat
i mai tra 10i: “Chuyén nay, co 1€ 1a tai t61 chua hoan thanh chirc trach ctia minh, hodc c6 1€ vi to1 da
lam trai 161 rin cta to tién, mdt minh di vao Céanh cira Sinh ménh, nén Thanh st da phat to1 tinh than
tay trir moi 161 1am trong At Ca tri ciing nén. Toi von da 1dy dugc Trich Huyét hong thach chuan bi
dang 1én cho Thanh str, nhung ho lai bao t61 doi ¢ day...”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba nhay xudng theo Pa Cat, thay bén vach déu 4m uét, nhung trén noc van kho
rdo, doan rang luc trude & day ciing khong c6 nudc, dong thoi hoi: “Thanh st ma anh ndi, c6 phai
ngudi anh dan t§i day phai khong?”

Pa Cat Diét Bat budc xudéng cau thang: “Vang, Thanh st ngai ay...”

Truong Lap va Nhac Duong trude sau nhay xuéng. Nhac Duong phi phi noi: “Thanh véi chang st
cai gi, bon chung mudn giét anh day! Bon chiing dén luc nao? Pi 1ay gi ¢ day di rdi? Gid ching &
dau?” Anh dua mat liéc sang phia Trac Moc Cudng Ba mot cai, hai ngudi déu hiéu rd trong long, dam
ngudi ctia Merkin vi sg Pa Cat tiét 10 hudng di ctia ching, nén di nay ¥ mudn giét ngudi diét khau.

Nudc ngap khong qua dau gdi, Pa Cat ¢ bac thang phia dudi néi 1én: “Toi doi trong At Ca tri
khong biét bao nhiéu lau nita, Thanh st kia d3 14y di bo Tt phép truong dé khai mo Thién thu Phat,
gior chic da dén lanh dia ctia Twong Hung vuong rdi.”

“Tuong Hing vuong?” Trac Moc Cuong Ba, Truong Lap va Nhac Duong dua mat nhin nhau, ciing
d6ng thanh thot 1én: “C6 Cach?”

Da Cat gat dau: “Vi Thanh st dai nhan kia cling n61 y nhu vay. Thuc ra, nhu cac vi trudng 130 noi,
C6 Cach vuong von 1a ngudi dén sau...”

Truong Lap gat dau: “Sao bon chiing lai di C6 Cach? Phai chang bon chiing biét diéu gi ma ching
ta chura biét?”

Pa Cat lai noi: “Vi ngudi Cong B chiing t6i doi doi bao vé ba noi thanh dia — Canh cira Sinh
ménh, mé ra con dudng tim dén Hy vong; Pao Huyén Khong tyr, tim thiy Phap mon chi 16i vao; cudi
cung s¢ dén duoc mién cuc lac Huong Ba La, tat ca moi phjén ndo sé tan bién, chung sinh chuyén tam
tu hanh, d& dugc vang sinh. C6 Cach vurong phat hién ra Dao Huyén Khong ty ciia chiing t6i, ngd 1a
than tich, vi vay di doi do dén dé, xdy cung dién bén trén, cho 1a bi bao.”

Nhac Duong nghe ma nhu nguoi di gitta dam swong mu, hoi: “Thé 1a ¥ gi?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba noi: “Co nghia 13, & C6 Cach c6 mot ngdi chua goi 1a Pao Huyén Khong tu,
cling 13 thanh dia giéng nhu Canh cira Sinh ménh ndy, noi d6 ¢6 Phap mon dan dén Huong Ba La; Phap
mon, chinh 1a chi...”



“Ban d6!” Truong Lap reo 1én.

“Vay thi Huong Ba La chinh 1a no1 c6 Bac Ba La thdn miéu roi, 1& ndo noi ching ta van tim kiém
chinh 1a Huong Ba La? Huong Ba La trong truyén thuyét?”” Ca Nhac Duong ciing kinh ngac thot 1én.

Trac Moc Cuong Ba noi: “Mau lién lac voi dai su va théy giao, xem bon ho co thé dén hoi hop voi
chung ta khong, bao la c6 phat hién 1on.”

Nhac Duong lién lién lac véi miy ngudi nhom cta gido su Phuong Tan. Pa Cat chi tim vach ngin
trén dau n6i: “Bén trén ciing c6 vat ning, nhung cam giac khong ning 1am, vira ndy mot minh Pa Cat
cting dich chuyén dugc, chi thiéu chat nita 1a md ra roi.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba gio tay day 18n, biét bén ngoai co vat ning dé xuéng, lién goi Truong Lap lai
gitp. Ba ngudi ciing véan stc day, 14t nhao thir & bén trén, chi nghe tiéng luc cuc khong ngét, cudi ciing
tAm vach ngin ciing dwgc md ra. My ngudi budce vao gian dai sanh phia trén, & ddy ciing c6 mot pho
tuong Phat, trong kha gidng véi twong Bat Ti Kim Cuong dang ngdi, tay trai cam mot thanh kiém hai
ludi, tay phai cam mot thir gidng nhu day thirng, ba con mat tron 1én, ring nhanh nhe ra, tuéng mao
phin no, sau lung 14 vang Phat quang hinh ngon 1tra, bén canh c6 hai dong tir dang dtng, thr chin 1én
tAm vach ngin 13 ba cai d6n bang da, gio da 14n 16ng 16¢ ra xa. Gian sanh ndy c6 bon canh cira mo,
lam theo hinh trgng cua Phat, bén ngoai ctra lai ¢6 cura nita, khong hiéu 14 bao nhiéu t?mg 16p.

Pa Cat quy xudng bai lay: “Thanh st niém thap tr cin ban an, chan ngdn chu, tién vé vang sinh,
dep moi tai chudng...” niém dut, 1ién quay dau lai nhin Trac Moc Cudng Ba, ban khoin khong hiéu
sao vi Thanh st nay lai khong quy bai ban ton(1). Thiy vé hoang mang trén mit gi, anh ta bén thim
nht khong hiéu c6 phai vi ban ton & day khac, nén Thanh st khong nhan ra hay khong, lién voi giai
thich: “Pay la Bt bong ban ton, Thanh st dai nhan.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba “Urm” mot tiéng, thAm nhii: “Mic ké bat dong hay di dong, tom lai 1a binh phap
da viét, dich bat dong, ta bét dong.”

Pa Cat thoang 10 vé thuong tam, vi Bt Pong ban ton nay chinh 1a dai ban ton dugc sung bai nhét,
Trung Uong Minh Vuong trong Ngii Phuong Dai Minh Virong, vy ma Thanh st dai nhin nay duong
nhw lai khong biét dén vay. Truong Lap thiy thé 1ién ndi bang tiéng pho thong: “Vi thin nay cling ra
hinh ra dang day, dep trai hon miy cai lic ndy nhiéu, ndo, bai thi bai.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba gid méi co phan tng, voi noi: “Um, diing, bai thi bai.” Noi roi lién mo phong
theo tu thé cua Pa Cat, quy bai Bat bong Minh Vuong, Pa Cat théy thé né mot nu cudi, vui vé tua nhu
dtra tré dugc nguoi 1on cho keo vay. Trac Moc Cudng Ba hoi: “Da Cat, noi anh dinh dua ching t61
dén con xa nita khong?”

Pa Cat di trude ndi: “Thinh xong Ngii Pai Minh Vuong, Ngii Pai Hu Khong Tang Bo Tat 1a dén.”

C6 ngudi dan dudng, tur nhién 13 khong can phai vao tirng gian Phat dién mot. Bon ho con thiy may

pho turong khéc nita, c6 pho toan than xanh den, twdng mao gian dit, sdu mit sau tay sau chan, ngdi trén



mot con trau, lung deo bao cung, roi, kiém, tén, gdy, Pa Cat goi 1a Uy Prc Ton Gia; ¢6 pho mau xanh,
dau doi mi ngoc, toc dung dirng nhu ngon Itra, ¢6 ba mét, tudng mao gian dir, rang nanh chia ra ngoai,
tay phai cAm mot miii kich ba ludi, canh tay cong lai, tay trai cdm ba cai chily, xung quanh minh c6 lira
chay, ngoi trén hon da, Pa Cat goi day 1a Giang Tam Thé Ton Gia; c¢6 tugng Phat cudi chim cong, than
mau d6, ban tay phai dung 1én, ngon tro gap lai, ngdn giira gitt mot chiéc phat tran trang, tay trai 1at
ngira dat trén bung, cAm doa hoa sen do, trén hoa sen ¢ hat chdu mau xanh, Pa Cat goi 13 Hong Lién
Hu Khong B6 Tat; con cd mdt twong Phat tring, dau doi ba 16p mil, sau gay ¢ khay bach ngoc hinh
tron, tay trai cdm moc cau, tay phai cam hop bau day nap hoa nim canh, Pa Cat goi 1a Phap Hu Khong
Bo Tat.

Céc tuong Phat ¢ day déu c6 ba mit, hodc mot mit, hodc ba mit sau tay, hodc bon mit tim tay, bon
mit bon tay, tuéng mao phan nd, chan dao thi thé yéu ma, phuc quai sat nhan, ba ngudi cang nhin lai
cang kinh ngac, dong thoi cling déu y thirc dugc nhitng gi t6n gido ¢ xua ndy stung bai khong phai 1a
thtr ho ¢6 thé 1y giai duoc.

Budc dén gian dién cudi cung, Pa Cat ding lai, canh cira bén trai birc twong Phat, cti dau khong
noi1 gi, duong nhu dang do dy.

Pai dién cao 16n rong rai, anh ltra bap bung, bon bé tréng khong, ngoai tiéng budc chan lao xao
ctia bon nguoi ra, déu tinh mich nhu to, chinh giita gian c6 mot birc twong gidn dit. Twong Phat nay
mau thit, dau doi mii co bay con ran, tay cam kiém nhur dang chuc nudt vao, than kiém c6 mot con ran
cudn tron, phia trén con mat thir ba & chinh giita c¢6 goc canh, sau lung c6 quang ltra, trén minh deo
bay chiéc mat quy, nguc mot chiéc, ngoai hai mat quy & vai hoa thanh hinh dau ran le ludi, ndm mat
quy con lai déu vin veo xoan xuyt nhur sap chay, hinh dang quai dan ghé ron. Truong Lap va Nhac
Duong nhu thim trong bung: “Pay 1a thin Phat gi day? Sao ma ta 4c thé?”

1. Ban t6n ¢ day la dung ngit cia Mat gido, chi cac vi than Phat, ching han nhu Quan Thé Am B6 Tét, Van Tha B6 Tat. ..



Co quan cua Mat giao (1)

Pa Cat noi: “Phia trude chinh 13 Kiém Thy dia nguc rdi, noi ndy cuc ky nguy hiém, Pa Cat phai
thap tr nhit sinh m&i xong qua duoc ddy, nhung thuc sy 1a Pa Cat khong biét phai 1am thé nio mai
dua dugc Thanh st dai nhan qua dau.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba mim cudi ndi: “Chuyén nay khong can phai lo lang. Qua day 1a dén phai
khong? Vay anh hiy ké lai tinh hinh ltic d6 cho t6i xem, sau d6 ching toi s& tu khic c6 cach.”

Pa Cat ndi: “Vira budc vao 1a gip ngay tén bay loan xa, tdi chi biét né tranh, nao c6 kip nhin ro thir
gi dau, doc dudng vira lan vira chay, bén trong c6 hinh chiéc ho 16, trén tudng co rat nhiéu miii dinh
nho 1én, con co ca chit nita, chinh giira c6 dai hoa bau, trén dai 6 md, vién Trich Huyét hong thach
ndy chinh 13 14y & bén trong md 4y ra, ltc di ra thi khong c6 tén ban nita.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba dua mét nhin Truong Lap, Nhac Duong, roi lai nhin vé phia bon ho sép phai
di qua. D6 1a mot gian sanh hinh chir nhat, & giita 1 16i di, hai bén déu 1a bé dé d6 cling cao hon mit
dat chirng mdt mét, bén trén dang 18 phai c6 twong Phat, chudng, binh bat, md gd. .., nhung gior cling
déu tréng hoac ca, con ¢ chinh dién chi c6 mdt canh cira nhd cao ba mét, chd tudng phia trén canh cira
khic mot chir Van, san nha thi 14t bﬁng da phién, trén mdi vién déu khic mot ky hiéu.

Truong Lap néi: “Chdt bay ¢ dudi san nha, gidm 1én 13 khoi dong co quan. Nhitng ky hiéu ndy déu
14 Phan van, chi tiéc 1a chung ta khong doc duogc.”

Nhac Duong néi: “Um, hai bén tudng c6 rat nhiéu ranh, chac 13 tén ban tir trdng da mfa khong
tring ai s€ roi ngugc vao vach twong bén kia.”

Truong Lap lai ngang dau ndi: “Tran nha cao thé nay, chic 1a khong ¢ thir gi roi tir bén trén xudng
dau nhi.”

Nhac Duong néi: “Gian phong ndy nhiéu 1dm ciing ching hon duoc hai chuc mét, ¢6 co quan thi
xOng qua ciling dugc ma.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba noi: “Vay dugce, ching ta thir xem sao.” Trac Moc Cuong Ba ding phia trudc
tdm d4 1at san, xem nhitng chit Phan béo giy bat nhat, trong giong nhitng con siu vin veo, tirc thoi
cling khong biét nén gidm vao vién ndo, thir dwa mot chan Ién trude do, thiy khong co gi khac biét,
mdGi gidm han xubng, sau d6 budc di nhu binh thudng. Truong Lap, Nhac Duong thi budc theo sau ga,
cling giam 1én nhirng vién da ga da gidm. Pa Cat chang hiéu mo té gi, ciing bi yéu cau lam nhu vay.

Bon ngudi do ddm ting budc mot, dén canh ctra ¢ phia bén kia 16i di, chi thay hinh dang nhiing
vién da lat san trong can phong hinh tron ndy khéng theo mot quy tic ndo ca, hoan toan khic véi hinh

canh cay ¢ phia bén nay, song tirng vién van déu c¢6 khac Phan van.



Trac Moc Cudng Ba budc qua canh ctra chit Van, thd phao nhe nhdm néi: “Khéng hiéu tai may
méan hay vi co quan d méat tic dung roi nita.”

Truong Lap 1én tiéng: “Um, co quan can dong luc, xem ra Pa Cat xong vao lan trude di lam tiéu
hao hét dong luc clia co quan ndy roi.”

Vira di qua canh cira, Pa Cat da cho 13 khong con nguy hiém gi nita, lién nhay ra giira can phong
hinh tron, chi vao cai md trén bé cao: “Chinh 14 & chd nay, t6i 14y Trich Huyét hong thach & day nay.”
M4y nguoi bon Trac Moc Cudng Ba mudn ngin anh ta lai nhung di mudn, ciing may ma anh ta khong
hé c6 hanh dong gi bat thudng.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba gidm giam chan, d4 14t san bén dudi rat chac chan, gi lai budc thém hai budc
nita, ging sirc men theo nhitng noi Pa Cat vira nhay qua ma tién 1én. Truong Lip va Nhac Duong ciing
tham nghi d4 14t san & ddy hinh dang nhu thé ndy, chic chan mudi muoi 1a c6 van dé. Moi ngudi 1én
trén bé cao, gid moi nhin rd toan canh gian phong, qua nhién 1a ¢6 hinh chiéc hd 16, chinh giita mai
vom c6 mot 16 nho, bén trén lai xdy mdt hinh cau 1én trén, phan dinh hinh cau bén trén nho dan, khong
nhin rd 14 ¢6 15 hay khéng. Nhiing chit Pa Cat n6i, chinh 14 khic trén tudng ctia hinh ciu nho & trén,
anh sang mo mit, cong voi chir viét trén d6 qua nhod, khé ma nhin cho rd duoc. Trac Mdc Cudng Ba
1ay 6ng nhom dién tir ra, Nhac Duong gio dén pha Ién, ngira dau quan sat, 1am bam néi: “Con dd, 1a
tiéng Tang c6.”

Truong Lap noi: “Viét gi vay?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba 1am bam: “Quy... quy vukim... nguu, hong... Dai hong. .. lién diéu, Van...
Thu... B6 Tat, cam... cAm dong thiy trudc nguc... mo... md ra VO Luong Minh? Pay 1a ¥ gi? Hai
cau xem thur xem.”

Truong Lap don ldy chiéc 6ng nhom, 1am bam noi: “Dich theo chit thi chic 13 nhu vy diy, khong
sai dau.”

Nhac Duong dua dén pha cho Trac Moc Cuong Ba, néi: “Bé toi xem nao.” Anh chang nhin mot luc
1au, cudi cung cling chéng nhin ra dugc manh mbi ndo, cac chit thi déu déu biét hét, nhung ghép lai thi
lai khéng hiéu 12 y gi. Pa Cat hoan toan khong hay biét gi vé thir san phim cong nghé hién dai nay,
nghe n6i dung n6 ¢ thé nhin thiy nhitng noi xa ma mat thudng khong thdy duoc, lién 1ay lam hing thu.
Nhac Duong bén chi cho anh ta céch sir dung dng nhom. Pa Cat mirng rd nhu dua tré duoc mén do
choi mo1 vay.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba thd dai ndi: “Cha, xem ra chung ta khong thé hiéu duoc ¥ nghia ctia nhitng
dong ndy réi, danh doi nhom cua gido su Phuong Tan dén coi sao vay.”

Loi con chua dut, da nghe giong gido su Phuong Tan vang 1én bén ngoai: “O? Pay la Phat gi vay?
Pai su A La, dai su lai ddy ma xem ndy.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba kéu 1én: “Thay gido, thiy gido, ching t6i & trong ddy, moi ngudi vao di, can



than co quan dudi nén nha, ching t6i budc vao trén phién da thi hai, thir nim...” May ngudi trong
nhom cta gido su Phuong Tan lién theo 101 di qua gian sanh mé bén, budc vao gian phong hinh tron,
Trac Moc Cudng Ba noi: “Thay gido, thdy xem trén kia viét nhirng gi?”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan noi: “DPoi chut da, dé toi chup lai nhirng chitr Phan trén nén nha nudc. Vira ndy
vdi qué, con bao nhiéu thir van chua kip ghi lai.”

Truong Lap 1én tiéng nhic nhd: “Cé Man Man, ding gidm 1én d6 vira ndy chung t6i chua di qua
chd ay dau.”

Lat ma A La vira vao da hoi ngay: “Pa Cat dau, Pa Cat & dau?”

Pa Cat dtrng sau lung Nhac Duong lach ngudi bude ra, nhin lat ma A La hoi: “Ong 142"

Pudng Man néi: “Ha, anh 4y chinh 14 Pa Cat?”

Nhac Duong noi: “Pa Cat, tra to1 cai éng nhom...”

Nhat thoi mdi ngudi gop mot cau, gian phong nho lién am 1 hét ca lén.

Gi4o sur Phuong Tan cling may nguoi khac cling 1én bé hinh tron. Trac Moc Cudng Ba 14y vién
hong ngoc cua Pa Cat dwa cho dng xem, dong thdi chi 16n khong gian hinh ciu phia trén, cho ong biét
13 ¢6 chir. Pudng Man don chiéc ong nhom tir tay Nhac Duong, bat dau quan sat. Lat ma A La thi van
khong nging hoi han Pa Cat vé cac tuong Phat.

Giao su Phuong Tan quan sat vién ngoc gidy lat, doan néi: “Thu cong trong ddi tinh xao, day 1a
hong ngoc loai thwong hang, khang dinh 14 c6 tac dung rat quan trong trong 18 té cta c6 nhan.” Ké do,
ong lai diéu chinh tiéu cy ctia dng kinh may quay, nhin nhitng chit Tang cd phia trén, doan 1am bam:
“Tbi chi biét Van Thu B6 Tat 1a mot vi Bé Tat twong dbi quan trong trong Phat gido, con nhirng thi
khéc chi e 1a chi c6 dai su A La méi giai thich duoc.”

Latma A La dang hoi: “Vay cac tuong than Phat & day déu do t6 tién cua ciu tac nén, hay da co tu
trudc 16, t0 tién ctia cau chi phu trach bao vé noi day théi?” thi gido su Phuong Tan d3 gio man hinh
may tinh ra, chi nhirng chir bén trén.

Pa Cat n6i: “Theo nhu céac trudng 120 noi, thi chiing t61 chi phu trach bao vé noi nay thoi.”

Lat ma A La gat gat dau, sau d6 ngoanh sang nhin man hinh: “Um? Cai nay, 13 y gi day?”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan ngang dau 16n nhin dinh vom, sau d6 lai nhin cai md, bao Pa Cat dé vién hong
ngoc vé vi tri ban dau, quan sat mot luot, sau dé noéi: “Toi hiéu roi, chic 1a dya trén nguyén ly chiét
xa cla tia sang day.” Ong chi 1én dinh dau noi, “Miéng ho 16 nay chinh 1a noi dé 1y anh sang, thuc ra
t6 tién nguoi Tang ching ta dd nghién ctru 4m thanh, 4nh sang, hinh anh dat ti trinh d6 twong ddi cao,
trong d6 V6 Lugng Phat Bich chinh 1a mot vi du rat dién hinh.”

Vo6 Lugng Phat Bich thi Trac Moc Cuong Ba da nghe noi dén, chinh 12 mot vach d4 16n tron nhin
nhu grong, nghe néi mdi khi c6 sam chép sé& xuat hién phap than ctia Phat to, khién vo s6 tin d6 quy

lay cung bai, cho 1a thanh tich. Nhung V6 Luong Phat Bich va vién hong ngoc & ddy c6 quan hé gi



chir? Lai nghe lat ma A La noi tiép: “Thuyc ra, ndi dung khic trén tudng, chac 1a mt phwong phap dé
xuét hién hinh anh. Quy & day khéng phai quy quai theo nghia truyén thong, ma 13 mot trong Nhj thap
bat ti. Kim nguu 1a thoi gian, y tire 1a vao thoi gian “kim nguu”, sao Quy s€ ¢ chinh gitra pha trén
Canh ctra Sinh ménh; Pai hé)ng lién diéu, rat 1o rang chinh 1a 4nh sang s¢ chiét xa qua vién héng ngoc
nay, Pai hong lién dong thoi ciing chinh 1a thanh vét & noi sau tham nhit trong Bat Pai Bang Pong dia
nguc, may thtr nay déu khéng quan trong. Um... Van Thi B6 Tat... phai roi, moi ngudi nhin xudng san
nha xem, ¢c6 may noi hinh dang khéng theo quy tic, ma co hinh 14 sen.”

May nguoi bon Trac Moc Cudong Ba nhin theo hudng chi ctia lat ma A La, qua nhién, khong chi mot
chd, dudi dét c6 tdi may noi duoc c¢b ¥ 1am thanh hinh 14 sen, dém thi tong cong c6 tam 14 sen, déu
din vay quanh bé tron ¢ gitta. Lat ma A La noi: “Pay 1a Bat Diép Lio Su, lan luot twong trung cho
tam phuong vi Pong, TAy, Nam, Bac, Pong Nam, Pong Bac, Tdy Nam, TAy Bac, con Van Thu Bb Tat
thi & phia Tay Nam...”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan chot ngét 1o1: “Do1 chat da, Bat Diép Lao Su ma dai su noi, 1a Man Pa La
ding khong!”

Lat ma A La gat dau: “Khong sai.” Gido su Phuong Tan khong 1én tiéng hoi nita, chi thip giong
lam bam: “Man Pa La, Man Da La, thi ra 1a Mat giao, chéng trach nhiing twong Phat kia déu c6 ba
mat, tudéng mao phan no, nhiéu tuong con khong nhan ra dugc nita.”

Lat ma A La lai noi tiép: “Dong va thay 13 gi thi tam thoi chua biét, con Vo Luong Minh 13 tén Phat
& Tay phuong Tinh tho, ciing 13 Tay phuong Cuc lac Thé gidi ma nguoi ta van néi tdi. Ghép tat ca lai
v6i nhau, y nghia dai khai chac 13, dén gio Kim nguu, sao Quy sé& ¢ phia trén dinh, anh sang chiéu vao
vién h@)ng ngoc nay chiét xa dén thanh vat gi do ¢ phia Tay Nam, chiéu 1én hinh anh Thé gi61 Cuc lac.
Con noi dat vién ngoc nay ciing khong phai md miéc gi, ma chic 13 trung tim vii tru ctia Mt gido, Tu
Di son... Bat Diép Lién Hoa Tu Di son.”

Nghe lat ma A La giai thich xong, Trac Moc Cudng Ba va gido su Phuong Tan, Pudng Man dua
mit nhin nhau, trong 1ong déu dang 1én modt cam gidc quai la, hinh nhu trén thé gidi ndy co rat nhiéu
thtr 1ién hé voi nhau mdt cach vo cung chit ché. Qua trinh ma lat ma A La vira ndi, gan nhu gidng hét
v6i qua trinh ho trong thay trong dia cung ** Puch, chi 1a chiéc dau 1au pha 1é thay bang vién hong
ngoc nhé hon, c¢6 18 nio, than tich ma chiéc dau lau pha 18 4y 1am hién hién, ciing 1a truyén dén tir dat
Tang nay?

Gido su Phuwong T4n hoi lat ma A La: “Chang 1& noi nay 1a do Mat gido xay dung?”

Lat ma A La lic dau: “Chua chéc, thuc ra trong ca qua trinh tir trudc khi Tan thd doi th ba muoi
hai chinh thirc cho du nhap Phat gido, dén khi Tan tho thr bon muoi hai diét phat, sau d6 Phat gido tai
hung khdi, cac ton gido & Tay Tang déu & trong tinh trang 4m d4u, c6 rat nhiéu ton gido da diét vong,

dong thoi cling ¢6 rat nhiéu gido phai maéi tach ra tir cac giao phai von c6. Man Ba La ma ching ta



trong thay & day duong nhu c6 li€n quan td1 Mat gido. Mat gido cling 1a mot nhanh ctia Phat giéo,
nhung bue twong Khéng Hanh MAu luc ndy ching ta thy lai bat ngudn tir cac truyén thuyét cd xua cia
Tay Tang, hinh nhur 13 Ctru Nguyén Tam Mau va Mao Yéu Nit Vuong thi phai. Hai birc tuong sau do,
theo kinh nghiém ctia t6i thi c6 1& lién quan t&i Ban gido co xua. Chac 12 moi nguoi con chua biét,
Bén gido la ton gido nguyén thuy ¢ Tay Tang, song thuc ra khi mdi hinh thanh, ngoai trir cac gido sy
cau ban than nd, gido phai nay con hap thu rat nhiéu tir cac t6n gido cd dai khac, ching han nhu Ba La
Mon gido & An D9, Vu gido & Ba Thuc cd, va cac tin ngudng sung bai ty nhién ctia nhitng bo lac
nguyén thily xung quanh. Vi vay, thtr chiing ta nhin thdy déy, rot cudc 1a mot gido phéi thé nio, vi thoi
gian d4 qua qua 14u r6i, nén rat kho dwa ra mot két luan chuan xac, c6 18 1a mot gido phai d dung hop
nhiéu loai gido 1y khac nhau, hinh thanh trong thoi Phat gido va Ban gido dang tranh chap.”

N6i t6i day, giong lat ma A La khan di. Moi ngudi tuéng d6 1a vi 6ng n6i mot mach dai qué, nhung
khong ai dé y khoe mat vi su gia di thap thoang anh 1é xac dong, trong 1ong 6ng dang thim gao hét:
“Pirc Ma Hé Thu La chi cao vo thuong van nang, ngai co thé cho con biét, rot cudc Thanh gido, Thanh
gido bi nhin chim trong dong thoi gian ctia chung ta tén 14 gi? Tai sao ca mot cai tén ciing khong thé
Iuu lai? Tai sao!”

Pa Cat giat chiéc 6ng nhom trong tay Puong Man, nhin ngd ngam nghia mot ltc, roi chi tay vao thir
gi d6 hoi Nhac Duong. Nhac Duong nhin thir, lién cét tiéng héi lat ma A La: “Pai su, ngai xem do 1a
cai gi, hinh nhu chinh gitra chd nho 1én trén tudng kia kia.”

Lat ma A La ngudc nhin nhitng chd gd 1én khip tudng. Mic du vira vao gian phong hinh tron nay
moi ngudi déu da phat hién ra, nhung khong ai dé y dén ca, cho téi khi Nhac Duong nhic, gio ong
nhom 1én xem thir m&i kinh ngac nhan thay chinh giita chd go 1én ay 1a mot ng dong. Ong lién hoi Pa
Cat: “Noi day 1a chd sau nhat trong cung dién dudi dat nay phai khong? O day anh da dung phai co
quan lgi hai nhét, c6 phai khong?”

Thay Pa Cat gat dau hai 1an lién tiép, lat ma A La voi noi: “Khong xong 16i, co quan & day rét loi
hai, nhan ltc con chura khoi dong, tat ca moi nguoi hiy lap tire rut di, bang khong sé nguy dén tinh
mang d6. Nhitng chd gb 1én kia s& phun nudc ra, tuyét ddi khong thé cham vao thir nude ay.” Ong so
hii nhin nhitng chd gd 1én chi chit khip twdng, 1ong tham nhi: “Khong ngd lai 13 Ni Thich B6 Pa,
day... day 1 co quan chi co trong truyén thuyét théi ma!”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba néi: “Ky quai that, nhung liic vao day chugns ta c6 giam phai co quan dau
nhi?”

Moi ngudi thu don dd dac, chuan bi rat ra. Truong Lap, Nhac Duong, gido su Phuong Tan trudc
sau lan luot ra khoi gian phong hinh tron, déu khong xay ra chuyén gi ky la. Ké d6 1a Pa Cat ciing ra
toi cira. Pung luc d6, chot nghe “cach” mot tiéng, ng dong hai bén cira dudng nhu c¢6 gi bién ddi, chi

thay hai vat trong nhu chiéc quan but nho 1én phian mém ctia niim g0, lat ma A La voi kéu Ién: “Mau



xOng ra, khong thé dé nd phun nuéc! Bang khong thi khong thoat duoc dau.” Trac Moc Cudng Ba
thoang ngan ngudi, 1ap tirc nghi dén Pudng Man van con ¢ sau lung minh!

Nhung 6ng dong da bat dau phun nudc, Pa Cat sing ngudi, Trac Moc Cudng Ba & sau lung lién
day manh mot cai, hat anh ta khoi phong, hai tay vuon 1én nam 1ay 6ng dong trén cira, ngon cai bit chat
miéng Ong. Lat ma A La kinh hii thdt 1én: “Cudng Ba thiéu gia, cu...”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba noi: “Chang phai 1a khong thé dé né phun nude sao, di mau!”

Puong Man thang thot kéu 1én: “Anh, Cuong Ba...” Trac Moc Cudng Ba cao giong quat: “Bi, di
nhanh 1én!” Puong Man va lat ma A La voi luon qua dudi nach Trac Moc Cudng Ba, nhung van con
trong pham vi phun nude, Trac Moc Cuong Ba noi: “Pudi theo bon ho! Anh theo sau!” Lat ma A La
anh mét dﬁy vé so hii liéc nhin Trac Mdc Cuong Ba mot cai, thAm nhu: “Cuong Ba thiéu gia hoan
toan khong hiéu gi vé Ban gido ¢ dai, thi... ndy lam sao c6 thé dung tay bit lai chir...”

Luc nay, gian sanh phia ngoai cting chot co tiéng dong la, Truong Lap hoang hét cti dau, lién bi
mot thir gi khong ro ludt sat qua dau, lam roi ca mot nam toc. Chi nghe Nhac Duong & sau kéu 1én:
“Ha, cai gi thé?” Gido su Phuong Tan quat [én: “Cui dau xudng!” Truong Lip néi: “Chung ta van di
theo duong cli co ma, c6 cham phai gi dau?”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan n6i: “Khong lo duoc nhiéu chuyén thé nira dau, cir xong qua roi hdy tinh.”
Truong Lap tranh mot vat thé bay vii qua tir bén trai, kinh hai kéu 1én: “Ghé that.” Nhac Duong kéu
1én: “Can than sau lung.” Loi vira dit, Truong Lap lién “6i cha” 1én mot tiéng, phan vai d trang
thuong. Anh ta nhin dau rat thir &m khi cam vao vai ra, khong ngo lai 1a mot chir Van bﬁng kim loai
mong det, to nhu ban tay, bdn canh déu ¢o ludi dao, lac xoay tron trén khong thi nhu chiéc boomerang,
co thé tu bay nguoc tré lai.

Sau ngudi cudng cudng xong ra khoi gian sanh. Truong Lap bi thwong nhe ¢ vai. Nhitng nguoi khac
da phan bi quet phai mit hoic tay. Ca lat ma A La ciing khong tranh duoc. Pa Cat voc ngudi nhd bé
thanh ra lai khong bi thwong. Liic ngoanh du nhin lai, mdi thiy ca gian sanh bén d6 gid toan la cac
chir Van bay qua bay lai vi1 vii, nhat thoi moi nguoi déu kinh hai khong thot nén 10i. Pudng Man gio
moi héi: “Anh Cuong Ba dau?”

Moi ngudi déu giat minh hoang hét, chi c¢6 lat ma A La va Da Cat 1a biét Trac Moc Cuong Ba ¢ lai
bén trong bit hai cai 6ng da bat dau phun nuéc, sau d6 moi ngudi déu cuéng 1én tranh né chir Van bay,
thanh ra khong ai dé y Trac Moc Cudng Ba di khong chay theo. Pa Cat dot nhién chi tay noi: “Nhin
kia, Thanh str dai nhan & do! Chinh la & do!”

Chi thiy Trac Moc Cudng Ba ngd nhao bén ctra. Trong cin phong mi mi mt man swong nudc,
khong nging roi xudng ngudi ga. Thi ra ding luc moi nguoi xong ra khoi phong, Trac Moc Cuong Ba
cling chuan bj budng tay lao theo, d6t nhién thiy trén dau mat ruoi, ga lién biét ngay nhitng niim gd

khac ciing bat diu phun nudc. Cam gidc man mat qua di, dinh dau gi dot nhién ngira ran 18n, vay con



chua hét, ké d6 con ngira lan di khip toan than, roi thém dau don khong sao chiu ndi, nhung cam giac
ngira van khong giam bt chit ndo, ngira ran tir ngoai vao dén tan trong, twa hd nhu co vo sé con kién
nho li ti dang bo vao xwong tiy. Toan than gi run 1én ban bat, hai ban tay dang 4n 1én 6ng phun tu
nhién 16ng ra, canh tay thdng xudng. Moi 6ng phun déu da phun nuéc, ting dot swong mu lan khip gian
phong, bao boc hét xung quanh Trac Moc Cuong Ba. Ga dau don 13n 16n dudi dat kéu 1én hai tiéng,
song Am thanh d6 d3 bi nhitng chit Van bay vii vii bén ngoai nhan chim di mét.

Lat ma A La nhin nhitng chir Van bén qua ban lai vi vu lién tiép, nhin birc tugng deo bay chiéc mit
na quy, bo dang nhu dang nudt kiém & chinh gitra dai di¢n, roi dua mit nhin nhirng nguo1 con lai, chi
thay Puong Man miy 1an dinh xong tré vao nhung déu bi Truong Lap, Nhac Duong gift rit, gido su
Phuong Tan 0 rii nhiu chat hai hang 16ng may, con Pa Cat thi dang dinh nhao vao kéo Trac Moc Cuong
Ba ra. Lat ma A La voi kéo anh ta lai, ndi: “Khong thé tré vao, g10 khong thé cham vao nguoi cau éy
duoc dau. Chung ta phai dung ddy thing kéo ra vay.” N6i doan, ong vung tay 1én, sgi day thing lién
moc ding vao ba 16 ctia Trac Moc Cuong Ba, kéo g qua 16i di chinh gita gian sanh mé bén. Lic qua
khu vuc ¢ chit Van bay di bay lai, ba 16 bi cim chi chit nhw 16ng nhim, Trac Moc Cuong Ba may
khong bi dinh vét thwong ndo.

Nhung than thé Trac Moc Cudng Ba da dan c6 bién d6i. Puong Man gio tay bum miéng, nhu mudn
that thanh khoc oa ngay 1én vay. Gido su Phuong Tan va Truong Lap déu thoang lanh ngudi. Truong
Lap néi: “Sao lai nhu vay chr?” Khip ngudi Trac Moc Cuong Ba, ctr hé chd nao bi thir nude kia dinh
vao déu d3 bién thanh mau xanh luc ca. Hon nira, trén bé mit da mau xanh luc éy chi thoang sau da noi

1én nhitng vét 16 1oét 16n nho, y nhu cac vét rop bong.



Co quan cua Mat giao (2)

Lat ma A La khong cho moi nguoi lai gin, dong thoi chi vao btic tugng deo mit quy nudt kiém hoi
Pa Cat: “Vi than ndy, vira ndy c6 phai cau goi 1a Cu Loi Ca La Bat Pong Ton, dung vay khong?” Pa
Cat gat gat dau néi: “Kiém co hic long quém quanh la ban ton, Cu Loi Ca La dai long, nudt thanh kiém
sic.”

Lat ma A La néi: “Khong, khong phai, day 1a Pirc Xoa Ca Long Vuong, nhin dau doc diy. Trong
Tang gido cb dai va trong ca dan gian, 1a hoa than ctia On thin. Nhanh 18n, tim noi ndo c6 nuéc, vira
ndy khong phai chiing ta c6 di qua mot ho nudc sao, khiéng cau Ay dén do, khong duoc cham vio bat
ctr chd ndo trén co thé cau dy day.”

Bon ngudi Truong Lap, Nhac Duong, gido su Phuong Tan va lat ma A La deo ging tay, bo ba 16
xudng, roi chia nhau nam chan tay Trac Mdc Cuong Ba, chay nhu bay vé phia c6 hd nuée. Puong
Man va Pa Cat theo phia sau. Liic ndy ¢ gian phong Pa Cat bi nhét nude da rat gan hét dé 16 ra mép
hé. Lat ma A La budc lai gén ho nude, ndi: “Céoi hét quén 40 trén nguoi cau éy ra, khong duoc dé lai
thr nao ca.”

Ping nio Pudng Man ciing khong phai ngudi ngoai, miy nguoi lién nhanh nhen 16t sach quan 4o
trén nguoi Trac Moc Cuong Ba. Lat ma A La chi dao: “Ném xuéng hé nudc, trude tién bit mii miéng
ngadm ca dau ciu dy xudng, 1am miy 1an vao. Sau d6 mdt ngudi ndng dau cdu Ay 1én, ding dé ngdp, ctr
ngam trong nudc nhu thé di.” Than thé Trac Moc Cudng Ba vira chim xubng hd, trén mit nude 1ién ndi
1én mot tAng vang mau xanh luc, cang lac cang lan rong, tré nén day dic, nhung chi thoang sau da ra
ra, roi troi theo dong nude, khong biét 1a chay di dau.

Nhac Duong nhic dau Trac Moc Cuong Ba 1én ndi: “Pay... day 1a cai gi vay?”

Latma A La giai thich: “Noi theo quan diém hién dai, day co 1€ 1a mot loai vi sinh vat thudc ho
nam hodc tio, bot phan phoi kho cua ching gay di ing rat manh cho da nguoi, hon nira hinh thirc bao
tir ddc biét nay khién chiing ludn & trang thai nga, gip nudc méi tinh lai, nhung chu ky song rat ngan,
chi can c6 di nude, bon chiing s& chét rat nhanh. Tac dong clia cai thir mau xanh niy rat ghé gom,
trong nira tiéng d6ng hd ma khong co phuong phép tri lidu hidu qua, s& khién nan nhan toan than 15 loét
ma chét. Cuong Ba thiéu gia cling coi nhu 1a mang 16m...”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan néi: “Loai co quan phun nudc niy hinh nhu trude nay ching ta chua ting thiy
bao gid thi phai.”

Lat ma A La gat dau: “Um, thir co quan ndy c6 1& 13 bat ngudn tir Ban gido.” Noi t6i ddy, anh mat
lat ma A La quét qua tirng ngudi mot, mot 1an nita hoi lai cau chinh ong timg hoi Lt Canh Nam: “Moi



nguoi hiéu dugce bao nhiéu vé Ban gido c6 ¢ khu vuc Ty Tang nay?”

Van dé nay... qua thuc khong ai tra 161 dugce. Bi anh mét lanh 180 cta lat ma A La queét qua, ngudi
nao ngudi ndy déu khong khoi run 1én.

Lat ma A La cham rdi noi tiép: “Ban gido cb dai 1a mot trong nhirng ton gido cla loai ngudi san
sinh ra tir tin ngudng stng bai trr nhién nguyén thity, sém hon rat nhiéu so véi cac gido phéi ndi tiéng
nhu Phat gido, Pao gido, Co Pdc gido..., ton sting tir nhién, ton sung tit ca cac luc lugng khong thé
khang cu ma bay gid con ngudi con chura hiéu biét, mua gid sam chép, chim tha hoa 14, cay co dat da,
khong thir ndo khong phai 1 ddi twong ton sting. Ban gido ciing nhu rat nhiéu ton gido nguyén thity
khac, ciing c6 thdy mo cau phiic, ding ngudi song té troi; doi voi tit ca cac su vat chua biét, cd nhin
déu phai dung than thé minh dé cam nhén; tit ca cac loai dong thuc vat, loai nao an dugc, loai nao
khong an dugce déu phai ding miéng ném thir; tt ca cac hién twong ky la, chang han nhu lira chdy,
nude chay, gi6 thoi, sét danh, déu phai dung than thé tiép xtc; thuc vat sinh trudng, chim choc bay
luon, ¢4 boi dudi nudce, co nhan déu tim cach md phong, day 12 giai doan tt yéu ma tat ca moi nén
van minh déu phai trai qua. Chinh trong nhirng thir nghiém, thi nghiém khong ngirng lip di lap lai Ay,
trai qua tich tu lich sir, Ban gido c6 dai da hinh thanh cho minh mot hé thong phong ngu hoan chinh
riéng biét dé chdng lai ké dich bén ngoai. P6 14 ho da phat minhra... C6 doc (Sau doc)!”

“C6 doc!” Vira nghe thay tir nay, ngoai trir Pa Cat, tit ca moi ngudi déu giat minh danh thot. Tur
ngir nay von da toat 1én vé Am hiém vo cung, thoat nghe 14 ngudi ta di 1ién tudng dén nhitng thir déng
so quai dan, kiéu nhu Ngii Doc gido hay dap hinh nhan vay.

Lat ma A La néi tiép: “Pét Tang thud xua, dic biét 1a ving phia Pong Lam Chi, nhat 13 khu vuc
Mac Thoat nay, moi truong cuc ky khic nghiét, co rat nhiéu loai sau kién, nhiéu noi con c6 chudng
khi, xudt hién ddc tring, gy ra bénh dich cho con ngudi, lai khong biét phai dé phong thé nao... Chinh
nhitng diéu nay da tao ra hoan canh rat thuan loi cho C6 doc duoce san sinh va phat trién. Sau do, trong
khi giao chién v&i Phat gido, Ban giado ¢ dai dan dich chuyén, vé sau thir Co doc nay méi truyén vao
ving Van Nam, Quy Chau va phat trién ruc r& & do. Trong tiéng Tang no von khong goi 1a C6 doc,
day 1a tén do ngudi Han sau nay dit ra. Thuc ra Co va Poc 13 hai ¥ tach rdi nhau, vén cing thudc vé
pham tru doc. Co 1a dung cac loai sau kién cho danh nhau dé ché doc, con doc 1a dung cay, ¢, thudc,
dat da ché doc. Chit Co gém chir ‘trung’ va chir ‘vai’, y 1a chi viéc dung vai nuoi trung, sau dé dat
trung vao bung cho an gan rudt nan nhan goi 1a ‘c6’. Chit doc chiét tu ra gém chtr ‘thanh’ va chir
‘mau’, chi viéc 14y co cay dat da tri bénh, vé sau chit ‘tri’ trong trj liéu bénh tat bién thanh chit “tri’
(dén) trong ‘dao tri’ (din dén), thanh ra nghia 13 ‘ding c6 cy dat d4 giy bénh’. Pay chinh 1 ¥ nghia
ban dau ctia c6 doc. Vé sau thi pham vi ciia ¢6 doc tré nén rong hon, pham hé nudi sau nudi trung lay
doc, khong nhat thiét phai cho 1ii sdu tring Ay vao bung nguoi khic mdi goi 13 ¢d, con bat ké 1a tring
doc hay doc chat tir thire vat, chi can 1a loai thudc khién thin thé ngudi kho chiu, thi déu goi 1a doc



hét. Thir ma 1an nay Cudng Ba thiéu gia trang phai, ciing c6 thé ndi 1a mot loai co doc.”

Truong Lap nhu syc hiéu ra, ndi: “T6i hiéu roi, cai 16i di hep ¢ ngoai kia c6 nhidu xac chét nhu
vay, khéng dinh 1a bi tring doc ma chét rdi, vi vay mdi khong co vét thuong, hon nira lai con chét
nhiéu nhu thé, chang trach ké hon trim ndm trudc da khong thé vuot qua d6 duoc.”

Puong Man lo lang ndi: “Vay, vay c6 cach gi giai doc khong?”

Lat ma A La ndi: “C6 doc vo cung quai la, cach gieo doc lai nhidu khong ké xiét, khong thé biét
cach giai toan bg cac loai doc dugc. Loai Ni Thich B6 Pa nay, von bét nguff)n tir danh tu no1 dia nguc,
cling may ta tirng doc thiy trong cac thu tich 6. Néu nhu phuwong phap khong dung, hau qua that khong
thé nao tudng tugng dugc. Puge roi, hoi tho rat binh on, cac vét 16 loét trén ngudi ciing bat dau bot
di, gid chic 1a da on dinh r6i, mot 14t nita Cudng Ba thiéu gia s& tinh lai thoi, nhung it nhat phai ngim
thém nira tiéng dong hd nita. Theo nhitng gi chép trong sach ¢, chi can rira sach chat doc bam trén
nguoi, nira tiéng sau s& hoi phuc binh thuong. Gio tdi quay lai chd Pirc Xoa Ca Long Vuong xem mot
chut. Pung roi, sau khi Cudng Ba thiéu gia tinh lai, hily ngdm quan 4o d6 dac cua cau ay xudng nudc
mdt luc, dé phong hau hoa.”

Nhac Duong noi: “Gi co, dai su con mudn quay lai d6 ntra u?”

Latma A La gat dau: “Um, ta phai quay lai xem mgt chut. Mac du ching ta da thoat than, nhung
khéng ai biét co quan khéi dong nhu thé ndo ca, néu 1an sau ma gip phai co quan trong tw nhu vay,
chang phai 1 ca co hoi gitt mang ciing khong c6 hay sao. Pa Cat di cung vdi ta.”

Pa Cat nhin Thanh st dai nhan, rdi lai ngudce nhin lat ma A La, cubi cung cting hoang mang theo
ong roi khoi. Nhin vi dai su hiéu biét vé tin ngudng cia minh con sau rong hon chinh minh, trong 1ong
Pa Cat chot dang 1én mot thir cam giac kinh sg nhu ddi véi cac bac trudng 140 trong thon.

Sau khi lat ma A La roi khoi, Truong Lap lién y 10i di don lai dong quan 4o virt vung vai cua Trac
Moc Cuong Ba, léy méy thir quan trong ra ddn vao mdt chd, chuin bi doi g2 tinh lai s€ ngdm Xuéng
nudc.

Puong Mén thdy Nhac Duong d& Trac Moc Cudng Ba vat va, lién deo ging tay vao xudng nudc
doi thay ca. Nhac Duong khong nd tir chdi, danh nhudng lai cho ¢6. Nhin ngudi yéu yén binh nim
trong vong tay minh tyra nhu dra tré so sinh, Pudng Man chot thiy dang 1én mot cam giac ky la, co
han hoan thAm nhi: “Cubi cling, em ciing c¢6 thé 1am chut gi d6 cho anh r6i, anh Cudng Ba, anh phai
binh an v su tinh lai ddy nhé, néu anh gip phai chuyén gi, em lamsao...”

Gi4o su Phuong T4n nhin Trac Moc Cudng Ba gip dai nan khong chét trong hd nude, khong khoi
thd dai mot tiéng. Dé c6 bé Pudng Man va Trac Moc Cudng Ba & riéng v6i nhau, ng bén quay ra sip
xép lai do dac cho gi. Nhac Duong ciing toi giup mot tay.

Lac Truong Lap sap don quin 4o cho Trac Moc Cudng Ba, phat hién ra trong 40 c6 mdt céi thi

ngam, lién 1ay cac thir bén trong ra. Ba nguo1 sau con mat vira nhin da tron tron hét ca 1én, Nhac



Duong khong nhin noi ngoanh dau lai liéc Puong Man mot cai, chi thiy Puong Man van dang tha thiét
nhin Trac Mdc Cuong Ba, nhu khong con biét minh dang ¢ noi ndo. Trong tii ngdm c6 bén mén vat
nho, thtr dau tién 13 mot thanh kiém chit thap bang dong ma vang, to c¢& ban tay. Do 1a tin vat gia truyén
Pirc Nhan 130 gia dua cho Trac Moc Cudng Ba ltuc gi mdi tham gia nhom huan luyén dic biét. Ngoai
trir gido su Phuong Tan, nhitng ngudi khac déu chua thiy bao gid. Moén thir hai 14 mot vién d4 hinh
ovan dai c6 hoa vin den tring. Gido su Phuong Tan nhdn ra thir ndy goi 1a Thién chau, tin vat co gia
tri cao voO thuong trong 1ong ngudi dan toc Tang, mirc do tran quy dugc xac dinh dua vao s6 lwong
hoa vin giéng nhu con mit ctia nd, néu c6 chin mat thi goi 1a Ciru Nhin thach, da 1a trong dbi quy gia
101, thé ma cai Thién chau nay lai khic t&i muodi tam con mat, chinh gitra con c6 hinh mot chiéc bao
binh. Chi can liéc qua sb luong mat gido su Phuong Tan ciing biét ngay day tuyét d6i khong phai
Thién chdu binh thuong, nhung 12 loai gi thi ong ciing khong biét. Pay c6 18 1a mdt trong nhitng bi mat
it 0i ctia Trac Moc Cuong Ba ciing nén. Vat thir ba 1a chiéc sdo xuwong ma ba anh em s6i xam ¢ Kha
Kha Tay Ly ting Trac Moc Cudng Ba. Truwong Lap ciing khong ngd Cuong Ba thiéu gia lai coi trong
tinh ban v&i ba anh em nha s6i xAm d6 dén thé.

Nhung thir khién moi ngudi tron mét chinh 13 mén cudi cing, va ciing chinh 1 cai ¢& dé Nhac
Duong phai ngoanh dau lai nhin Pudong Man. D6 1a mot tam anh nho bang 16ng tay, da hoi nga vang,
chup mot cd bé xinh xin nhu thién sir dang nhoén miéng mim cudi ngay tho, doi 16ng may, doi mat Ay,
rd rang chinh 12 mot c6 Pudng Man nho. Truong Lap len 1én dwa mét nhin Pudng Man, ha giong thi
tham: “That khong ngd Cuong Ba thiéu gia yéu Man Man dén tdn xuong tity roi, ca anh hdi nho ciia
nguoi ta cling gidu ap vao nguc. Cha, xem ra Thach Quan Am nuwong nuwong(1) ctia ching ta...”

Nhac Duong ciing thi thio dap lai: “Khong phai chi don gian 1a dn vao xwong tiy thoi dau, toi thiy
13 yéu dén mirc tau hoa nhap ma roi day. Nguoi 1on sdng so sO ra trude mit, tai sao lai phai gitt mot
tAm anh hoi nho cta nguoi ta 1am gi chir?”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan dot nhién thip giong néi: “Khong, khong phai, diy khong phai 1a anh ctia Man

€cre”
1

Man.” Truong Lap va Nhac Duong déu “i” mot tiéng. Giao su Phuong Tan giai thich: “Nhin cong
nghé cit riém hoa ndy ma xem, con ca mirc do cii ki cta birc anh niy nira, hai ciu xem, birc anh ndy it
nhat ciing phai chyp tir hai muoi nim trude, lic Ay Man Mén con chua ra doi co d6.”

Truong Lap kinh ngac kéu 1én khe khé: “Cha, vay 1a ai nhi?”

Tam tinh gido su Phuong Tén trong thoang chdc nhu triu xudng, ong thi thio ndi: “T6i biét roi, day
c6 18 12 ndi dau 16n nhit trong long Cudng Ba d6. Su viéc ndy, e cling 1a ndi dau 1on nhét ctia gia dinh
ho, xua nay chua tirng dugc néi ra voi ngudi ngoai bao gio, toi ciing chi biét duoc loang thoang qua
nhitng cau chuyén thudng ngay thoéi. Cuong Ba. .. ciu dy von con mdt em gai nhd hon minh mudi miy
tudi...”

Gido su Phuong Tan khé thd dai. Truong Lap va Nhac Duong ghé sat dau lai, chi nghe giong gido



su Phuong Téan vo ve nhu tiéng mudi kéu: “Khi em gai cau ay con rat nhd, Cudng Ba din em gai ra
ngoai choi, khong ngd dé ngudi ta bat coc mat. MO mit tran tran nhin em gai minh bi nguoi ta cudp di
ngay bén canh, vét thuong 1ong ay chi so ca doi nay ciing kho ma lién duge.”

Nhac Duong li nhi néi: “Sao lai thé cha?”

Gio su Phuong Tan néi: “Hinh nhu vi bd Ninh M3 ¢6 kinh ctia gia toc ho. Pirc Nhan 140 gia ciing
that kién quyét, ngay thir hai sau khi nhan dugc yéu cau ctia bon bét coc da tuyén bo ring s& hién ting
b6 kinh cho nha nudc. Hinh nhu ké tir hom d6 trd di, hai cha con ho mudi miy nim troi khong néi véi
nhau mdt cau nao thi phai.”

Truong Lap thd dai néi: “Nguoi von khong co i, chi ¢ tdi mang clia bau trong minh, ha...”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan nhu suc tinh ra, noi: “La that, tai sao to1 lai no1 nhitng chuyén nay véi hai cau
nhi? Nh¢ ki day, chuyén niy Cuong Ba khong mubn nhéc lai, cac cau khong duoc ndi véi bat ctr ai,
dén day l1a cham dut, coi nhu chua tirng nghe thiy, OK?”

Truong Lap, Nhac Duong vdi vang cam doan, mot nguoi noi “hiéu roi, hiéu roi”, mot nguo1 nodi
“d4 hiéu, da hiéu”. Nhac Duong ngoanh dau lai nhin Pudng Man va Trac Moc Cudng Ba, thAm nhu:
“Thi ra la thé, vay thi khong kho 1y giai tinh yéu ctia Cudng Ba thiéu gia vai ¢d Man Man nira 161,
khong ngd trong Ay lai bao ham ba tang tinh i, vi cach biét tudi tac, nén co tinh yéu giita cha va con
gai, vi hap dan 13n nhau nén nay sinh tinh cam lra d6i, dong thoi lai vi ky Ge dau thwong, lai con thém
tinh yéu ctia anh trai danh cho em gai nira. Troi dét, chang trach Cudng Ba thiéu gia lai yéu c6 Man
Man dén hd dd, lung tung xa ban 1én nhu vay.”

Pudng Man dot nhién reo 1én: “Tinh 101, anh éy tinh roi!”

May nguoi voi chay tdi bén canh Trac Moc Cudng Ba. G md mat ra noi: “Toi, t6i van song 42"

Cung ltc do, lat ma A La dan theo Pa Cat tré lai gian dai dién c6 burc tuong Buc Xoa Ca Long
Vuong. Bire twong nd tudng uy nghi simg sitng d6 khién gian dai dién tréng khong trong hoi lanh 18o.
Pén trude canh clra sang gian sanh & mé bén, chi thiy cac chir Van bay mu troi khi ndy da cam trd lai
vach twong, mot vai chiéc do ban tring ngudi nén d6i quy dao, roi tin mat trén hai bén bé cao trong
sanh. Lat ma A La quan sat nhirng tAm d4 14t san viét chit Phan, va ca hai buc turong hai bén, ngdm
nghi liéu c6 phai gidm 1én san s& 1am co quan phat dong? Nhung Da Cat rd rang da cliing moi nguoi
chay ra mét lugt, thir tu budc chan cling khong c6 gi sai co ma? Xung quanh khong c6 xac chét nao,
nghia 12 gian sanh dién nay tir ltic bi bit kin dén gid chua ting c6 nguoi lai vang, chi tiét ndy cling goi
1én mot nghi van khong nho, loai trur di tién 18 co thé tham khéo. Lat ma A La lai héi Pa Cat 1an nita:
“Lan dau tién cau dén day, vira budc qua canh ctra ny 1ap tirc da c6 rat nhiéu chit Van tir trong bay ra
phai khong? Sau d6 khi vao dén cin phong bén trong, co quan lai tu dong ngat di, luc di ra cling khong
phat dong nita?” Pa Cat nghe xong gt dau lia lia.

Lat ma A La lai noi: “Lan thir hai vao day, co quan ciing khong hé khoi dong, luc ra méi ¢, rot



cudc 1a chuyén gi day nhi? Lan thr hai ciing 1a do cau dan duong di dung khong?”

Pa Cat lac dau n6i: “Khong, 1a Thanh st dai nhin di trude din duong.”

Lat ma A La chau may 1&€n nodi1: “Sao lai thé dugc? Um, thir lai 14n nira xem sao.”

“A!” Pa Cat nudt nude bot, 1lam vé kho khan ngude nhin lat ma A La. C)ng lién néi: “Khong can lo
lang, ta di thir truéc xem sao.”

Lat ma A La gidm Ién san nhd, qua nhién, may buéc dau tién déu hoan toan binh thuong. Pung lac
lat ma A La cho rang minh c6 thé an toan di qua gian sanh mé bén nay, thi dén gitra sanh dot nhién
phién d4 dudi chan thut xuéng. Lat ma A La tily co tng bién, tay phai an 1én bé cao bén phai, luc nay
cAc tim d4 14t san da tach hét ca ra, toan bo 16i di bién thanh mot cai hao sdu mudi mét, dai hai chuc
mét, dudi tua tia chong nhon cim ddy xac chét. Lat ma A La dang & gitra gian sanh, cach hai canh cira
trude sau déu mudi mét, ma 16i di rong it nhat cling khoang hai tGi ba mét, hai tay chodi thang ciing
khong thé gitr than thé ket lai phia trén, néu khong phai 6ng da nhanh tay an 1én bé cao, e 1a mot chat
co hoi song sot ciing khong co nita.

Lat ma A La con chua hét kinh hai, da nghe “cach cach” may tiéng, biét ngay 1a khong xong, lai
thém mdt co quan nita da khoi dong, dong thoi ngon tay ciing cam thiy c6 chan dong nhé nhe, voi van
sttc An manh xudng, bat ca ngudi 1én cao, than thé lo lung giita khong trung. Ban tay vira roi khoi mép
bé da, da théy bui dat cudn 1én, hai bén mép bé cao dam théng lén mdt hang dinh nho, néu tay van con
bam trén mép bé, lic ndy e 1a di bj thwong rdi. Thé nhung d6 méi chi 1 bat dau, dot nhién hai bén bé
da dich chuyén, dé 16 ra mot hang 16 nhd, ké d6 12 vo sd ludi giao mang theo xich sat ban qua ban lai
vu vu. Ciing may la luc tay cta lat ma A La manh, than hinh vot 1én kha cao, b:?mg khong da bi bén treo
lo lirng roi.

Vay con chua hét, nhitng chit Van trén vach tuong ciing bat dau ban vot ra, dit bui bén trén 14 ta roi
xudng, miéng ghép tran bang da mé ra, dé 16 vo sd 6ng dong nhd nhu quan but. Lat ma A La thim kinh
hi, ddy khong phai chinh 12 6ng phun swong hay sao? Hao sau bén dudi lai vang 1én mot tiéng “cach”,
tit ca dau chong déu thut xuéng mot chut, lat ma A La 1ap tirc hon phi phach tan. Tiéng dong ay co
nghia 13 tit ca nhitng mili chong bén dudi sap ban vot 1én, luc nay éng dang & gitra khong trung, khong
c¢6 chd nao muon lyc, cho du than tha c6 gidi dén may ciing hi 14 con chim trong 16ng ma théi. Pong
thoi lai 6 tiéng “xach xach”, hai canh cira phia truéc phia sau khong ngo lai c6 mot tim van dong ha
Xuéng, lat ma A La c6 cam giac minh nhu mot con hé bi nhdt trong chuéng, vo sb hong sting dang chia
ra tir cac chin song sat, song ban than lai khong thé phan khang dugc gi.

Pung vao khoanh khic van niém tiéu tan ay, trong ddu ong dot nhién 16e 1én mot tia sang... Khong,
gio van chura dén luc tuyét vong, van con Pa Cat, Pa Cat dang & bén ngoai. Vi sur gia nhin rd vi tri cta
Pa Cat, vung tay 1én mot cai, sgi day 1ién ban vot ra. Pa Cat cling khong h6 1a thg sin wu ta nhit cia

bd toc Cong BY, sém di trong thiy lat ma A La dang ving vay cau ciru bén trong gian sanh mé bén iy,



chi tiéc 10ng nhu 1tra d6t ma khong thé gitp gi duoc. Anh ta dtng yén & cira, chinh 1 vi biét nhat dinh
c6 lc vi dai su kia can dén minh. Gio thdy vi lat ma vung tay 1én ném ra thtr gi d6, Pa Cat lién biét
ngay nhat dinh 13 thir gi d6 gidng nhu ddy thing, voi dua tay bat 14y, chang ngd soi ddy cua lat ma A
La qué loi hai, d3 dé dang xuyén qua ban tay Pa Cat, cam thang vao mit san bang d4 miy mét sau
lung. Pa Cat bat chap dau don, quin mot vong day quanh canh tay, xoay nguoi chay thang mot mach,
lat ma A La & bén trong lién nhur con diéu trén day, duoc anh ta kéo thing ra ctra.

“Ram”, canh cira dong ha xudng, ca gian sanh mé bén gid da hoan toan nim trong vong vy clia cac
co quan. Lat ma A La minh day thuong tich nam dudi dat, hai chan vira sat bén ngoai canh cira dong,
mdt lic sau van chua dinh than lai duoc, tua hd nhu vira tir mot thé gi61 khac tro Ve, qua vay, vira ndy
that chang khac gi méi vong qua cira dia nguc mot chuyén. Lat ma A La di toi gitta gian sanh, co quan
phat dong, cho t6i khi canh cira dong ha xudng, toan bd qua trinh dién ra trong vong chua diy ba muoi
gidy, néu khong nhd vao soi day thimg dugc ché tao theo cong nghé méi nhat, cing vdi Pa Cat, lac
nay chi e lat ma A La d3 tr¢ thanh “lat ma 16ng nhim” roi. Cho du 14 vay, trén nguoi 6ng van bi cac
chir Van bay lam bi thuong nhiéu chd, trén vai con bi hai chiéc Van tu luAn cdm théng vao, vura ndy
luc Pa Cat kéo 6ng qua ctra da bi go cura chan lai lamroi mAL.

Latma A La ngéng mit 1én nhin tran nha, thAm nha: “Thi ra khi x0Ong ra 1an dau tién, can ban chua
phai 13 toan bd cac co quan dong loat phat dong, bo to hop co quan ndy so vdi cac co quan & 16i di
hep phia trudc 1oi hai hon ca trim 14n, noi ndy cin ban 1a khéng cho phép ngudi ndo di qua ca. Lap
dit co quan bay rap ¢ nhitng noi ngudi ta khong ngo dén nhat, roi lai dit cac co quan ddng so hon gap
bdi ¢ nhitng noi ddi phuong co6 thé nghi dén hong cau sinh, cang vé sau lai cang hung hiém, chdp mat
da déng loat phat dong, khong dé lot mot k& hd. Thé nhung, vira ndy lam sao moi nguoi lai vao do
duoc?”

Lat ma A La 14t nguoi bo day, thiy Pa Cat dang can than kéo soi ddy c6 miii dao ctia dng ra khoi
16ng ban tay, toan than uét ddm md hoi vi dau dén. Ong lién l1ay thude té dang phun swong trong tdi ra,
vura gitip Pa Cat rat day, vira hoi: “Trén nguoi cau ¢ nhitng gi? Trén nguoi cau cé thr gi quy gia va
cO y nghia dac bi¢t khong?”

Phai mat mot liic, Pa Cat mdi hiéu dugc ¥ lat ma A La n6i gi, ngan ra gidy lat, roi gio vién That
Nhan Thach noi nguc 1€n, 1am bam ndi: “Thanh vat.” Lat ma A La nim léy vién ma nao Pa Cat deo
trén co, thap giong ndi: “Thién chiu, chang 1& c6 lién quan dén n6?”” Ong 1am nham tung niém, roi thio
chudi Phat chau trén c6 Pa Cat xudng, dé anh ta tir tiru sgi day ra, con minh cam chudi hat téi trudc
cura, cling chua c6 dong tac gi, dot nhién nghe “cach” mot tiéng, cach ctra déng da tu dong nang I1én, an
vao trong khe trén ctra d4. Nhiing hinh chit Van bay chiu chiu qua lai trong phong cling khong con nira,
hai bén twong vach tran déu da trd vé nguyén trang, con san nha tach ra 1am doi dudi chin ciing dang

“lach cach” tr& ve vi tri ban dau, trong nhu mot chiéc cau treo vay, gian sanh da trd lai vé yén tinh ban



dau, khong con nhan ra bat ctr bi€u hi¢n gi khac thuong nira. Nhin hai miéng kim loai dai chua dén

muo1 centimet trén ctra, lat ma A La 1am bam néi: “Ta hiéu ro1!”

1. Trong truyén S& Luu Huong ctia C6 Long, Thach Quan Am 1a mot nguoi dan ba rat manh mé va doc ac.



Canh ctra D1a nguc

Khi lat ma A La va Pa Cat cung luc bi thuong quay tré lai, Trac Moc Cudng Ba di tinh tao, dang
ngdm minh dudi nude trd chuyén véi Pudng Man. Thi ¢ doc ndy dén nhanh ma di ciing nhanh, gio gi
da nhu chua gip phai chuyén gi vay, chi c6 muc nudce trong ho da lai rat di thém mét chat nita. Thay
lat ma A La khip nguoi toan vét thuong, Truong Lap va Nhac Duong déu kinh hoang thét 1én: “Pai
su, ong bi thuwong khong nhe dau!”

Lat ma A La khong dé ¥ t6i hai nguoi, bao Pudng Man gitip Pa Cat xir 1y sét trung vét thuong &
tay, doan ngoanh dau lai nhin Trac Moc Cuong Ba, théy & mbi & miii xuat hién mot vét xanh luc mo
md, khong khoi kinh hai trong 1ong: “L& ndo di trung phai r6i? Viéc ndy... phai lam sao bay gid? Hy
vong ngudi trong thon Cong B biét cach giai trir...” Nhung 6ng cling khong ddm mao mudi hoi ngay,
ma chi cdm Thién chau gio 18n hoi gi, “Trén ngudi cdu co thir ndo gidng mén dd nay khong?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba ngdy ngudi: “Ha? Vién That Nhin Thién chau nay khong phai cta Pa Cat a?
Tai sao dai su lai dot nhién héi chuyén nay?”

Nhac Duong da nhanh miéng dép 10i: “O, Thién chiu ctia Cudng Ba thiéu gia to hon ci ndy mot
chat.”

Giong Trac Moc Cuong Ba 1ap tirc bién doi, gat 1én: “MAy nguoi... miy nguoi dd xem do ciia toi
ha!”

Nhac Duong le le dau ludi, khong dam néi gi thém. Lat ma A La noi: “Vay tirc 13 ¢6 roi.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba danh thira nhan: “Phai, c6 mot cai, do 1a truyén théng cua gia toc chung toi, tu
nho d3 deo rdi, 1a con gai thi dugc truyén cho mot vién Thién chau, con la con trai thi dugoc mot thanh
kiém dong nho.” Noi tdi ddy, ga nhur ¢t nhién nhé ra diéu gi d6, im ling khong thdt thém tiéng nao
nira, thin sic duom vé bi thuong.

Ba ngudi giao su Phuong Tan, Nhac Duong, Truong Lap gid mdi hiéu ra moi chuyén.

Lat ma A La noi: “T6i co thé xem duoc khong?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba ngoanh dau nhin Truong Lap. Ga biét thd ma Nhac Duong da trong thay thi
anh chang nay ciing khong thé thiéu phan. Truong Lap voi 1y Thién chiu ra, dong thoi cudi guong gao
giai thich: “Chuing toi mudn giit sach quan 4o cho anh nén méi sap xép lai nhitng thir quan trong trong
d6, tuyét dbi khong cd ¥ xem trom dau.”

“A! Pay la...” Tiéng kéu kinh ngac 4y dong thoi phét ra tir miéng lat ma A La va gido su Phuong
Tan, ké d6 Pa Cat dém 1én thanh tiéng: “Muoi, muoil mot, muoi hai... muoi bay, muoi tam! Thap bat

Nhin thach, dén ca trudng 130 ciing chua tirng nhin thiy thanh thach ndy bao gio dau!”



Truong Lap va Nhac Duong lai dong thdi ngim nghi: “Noi khong chirng day chinh 13 nguyén nhin
cac vi trudng 130 xac nhan Cudng Ba thiéu gia 1 Thanh st ciing nén. Nghe néi Thién chiu ndy & Tay
Tang chd nao ciing c6 ban, tén Ben kia c6 khi dd mua mot vién nén moi gia mao 1am Thanh st dugc
mot 1an.”

Sau tiéng kéu kinh ngac, Lat ma A La khong ndi gi, chi ngoanh dau sang phia khac. Ong khong mubn
dé nguoi khac nhin thiy nhitng giot 1é xtc dong dang trao 18n noi khoe mit. Trong 1ong vi su gia nhu
c6 mdt tiéng ndi dang gio thét: “Cudng Ba thiéu gia 4, ciu c6 biét day chinh 13 vat twgng trung chi cao
vo thuong hay khong? Thap bat Nhan Bao binh Thién chau, Thap bat chinh 1a Thap bat trung thién cua
dtrc Ma Hé Thu La, Bao binh 1a vat chira dung moi diéu thanh tinh cta dai thién thé gidi, c6 Bao binh,
anh sang choi ngdi! Anh sang choi ngdi do!”

Lat ma A La c¢6 nén cam giac xuc dong, quay dau lai, binh than noi: “Co quan vira nay, chinh la do
vién Thién chau nay kho1 dong.”

Moi ngudi lién hoi rot cude 1a thé ndo, lat ma A La gio mdi giai thich: “Theo suy doan cua ta, trén
hai canh ctra gian sanh mé bén d6, c6 mot thir cam tmg duwgc Thién chau. Nguyén 1y cu thé ra sao thi ta
khong duogc 10 14m, nhung khi Pa Cat vao 1an dau tién, thiét bj cam ung nhan ra dugc Thién chau, cho
13 hdu nhan dén 14y do cta minh, thé nén da khoi dong Van tu luan dé khao nghiém, néu khong qua
duoc khio nghiém nay, thi khéng du tu cach 1ay duoc vién hong ngoc. Khi Cuong Ba thiéu gia lan thir
hai budc vao bude vao gian sanh do, thiét bi cam tmg & canh cira phia trudc di nhan ra rdi, khi ching
ta roi khoi do, thiét bi cam ung trén canh ctra thr hai lai bt duoc tin hiéu Thién chiu trén nguoi Pa
Cat. Vi vay co quan chung ta gip phai ltic roi khoi do, thuc ra khong phai 14 co quan dé don ching ta
vao chd chét, ma chi 13 mot hinh phat nho nhd, ¥ 1a sau khi 14y vién Trich Huyét hong thach kia thi
khong nén quay lai, chd tham lam qua dang. Pay chinh 1 diéu ma nhitng nguoi xay dung nén noi nay
mudn ndi voi ching ta...”

Moi nguoi thiy déu x6n xao ban tan, trong d6 Truong Lap va Nhac Duong 1a to mom nhat. Truong
Lap noi: “Khong phai cht, trirng phat ciing khong can bat ngudi ta phai liéu mang thé chir!” Nhac
Duong ciing 1én tiéng: “Co quan ay rd 1a mudn 14y mang ngudi ta con gi. Cudng Ba thiéu gia ra nong
ndi nay, con khong phai don chung ta vao chd chét roi u?”

Lat ma A La dé ho noi hét, mgi diém dam ké lai toan bd qua trinh thir co quan vira ndy, lam ai néy
déu tron mat ha hoc miéng ra. Khong tin u, Pa Cat & bén canh vira gat dau lai vira khoa chan mua tay,
anh mat van con tran ngap vé kinh khiép. Cudi cung, lat ma A La néi: “Vi vay, chuyén niy ciing coi
nhu 13 ¥ troi, néu ching ta khong 6 Thién chau, cin ban 1a khong thé budc vao gian phong hinh tron,
chir dimg néi gi dén chuyén c6 ra khoi d6 dugc hay khong?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba cur dong tay chan, hoi: “To1 co thé dimg day duoc chua?” No1 doan lai dua

mit nhin Puong Man, 1am ¢6 d6 birng mit.



Lat ma A La n6i: “Puogc roi, kiém cho cau éy bo quén 4o, con déng nay thi ném Xuéng nudc ngam
gidt, roi cit can thin, mang tré vé dbt di.”

Pa Cat di xir 1y xong vét thuong, cung kinh dén trudc mit Trac Moc Cudng Ba, cti dau noi: “That
khong ngo, Pa Cat Diét Bit lai dugc Thanh st dai nhan ctru mang 1an nita. Ké tir hom nay, tinh mang
nay cua Pa Cat chinh 1a ctia Thanh sir dai nhan, Pa Cat s€ di theo Thanh sir dai nhan di khép dai thién
thé gigi. Cho du Pa Cat phai xudng dia nguc A Ty, chiu dtt muoi tim ndi khd dau ciing phai bao vé dai
nhan dugc binh an.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba nhin anh chang nhd con cao chua dén nguc minh dang nghiém tic thé s& bao
vé gi dén cuing, khong khoi thwong hai dua tay vudt 16n dau Pa Cat. Pa Cat to ra hét sirc numng 13,
dugc Thanh str dat tay 1én dau ban phuc la vinh du cuc cao ddi véi nguo1 Cong B6 bon ho.

Théan hinh Trac Mdc Cudng Ba cao 16n vam v&, mudn tim mot bo quan 4o thich hop khong hé dé
dang, Pa Cét lién coi chiéc 40 Phd L trén nguoi cho ga khodc bén trén, roi lai dung tim phudn stra
lai mot chat, quan quanh hong nhu cai tap dé. Truong Lap dang chuan bi ném dong quan 4o cii ctia gi
xudng nude, dot nhién co tiéng dong la vong t6i, twa hd nhu ca khu hoang phé duéi 10ng dat nay dang
rung 18n, dong thdi nude trong hd ciing dot nhién bién mat, da vun roi xudng 14 ta nhu mura.

Truong Lap, Trac Moc Cudng Ba voi hoi: “Xay ra chuyén gi thé!” Pudng Man 6m chit Trac Moc
Cuong Ba noi: “Mau ro1 khoi day thoi!”

Gido su Phuong T4n néi: “Chd niy sip sap roi a?” Lat ma A La ciing kéu 1én: “Chuyén gi vay?”
Nhac Duong kéu 1én: “C6 phai chd gido quan da xay ra chuyén gi khong?” Ké d6 lién thir lién lac,
nhung khong ¢ hoi am, mai 14u sau mdi c¢6 tin hiéu mau da cam nhap nhay, nghia 14 bén kia dang ban,
khong c6 thoi gian lién lac.

Chi c6 Pa Cat khong bi con chin dong lam kinh hoang, dang tho tay xudng hd kiém tra, phat hién
nude hd qua nhién khong con mot giot, cudi cting méi hudng vé phia Tay quy bai. Moi ngudi hoi rot
cudc di xay ra chuyén gi. Pa Cat ndi: “At Ca tri xwa nay chua tirng can nudc. Cira mé roi, cira mo
161, Nap Bac Thac can kho roi, vi vay nudc trong At Ca tri méi chay hét. Ctra d3 bi mo ra roi!”

“Rét cudc 1a thé nao? Noéi ki hon nita di?” Nhung Da Cat d3 bat dau tung niém mot bai kinh vin
cua bo toc Cong B4, khong noi thém cau ndo nita. Lat ma A La biét rd quy tac khi niém chu, ra hiéu
cho moi nguoi khong dugce quiy ray. Con chin dong nay khong dén ndi dit doi 1dm, ca quan thé kién
tric ngam dudi 1ong dat nay dudng nhu khong c¢é vé gi 13 mudn sup d6. Moi nguoi lién ling 18 chd
doi bén bd hd. Chan dong khong ngig, bén ngoai tiéng am am vang 1én khong ngdt, mai nira tiéng
d6ng hd sau mdi tir tir tan bién, ddng thoi Pa Cat cling ngung tung niém. Luc nady, nhitng ngudi khac da
thu don xong quéan 4o khi gigi, deo san ba 16, chi chd Pa Cét xong 1a cliing 11 di.

Truong Lap lai hoi thém 1an nita. Pa Cat ndi: “Trong lang ching ti ¢6 truyén thuyét ké rang, mot
khi Canh ctra Sinh ménh b1 dong, toan bd nude trong ho Nap Bac Thac s& kho kiét. Chi can trong ho



Nap Bac Thac con mot giot nude, thi giot nude ay nhat dinh ¢ trong At Ca tri, nhung gio trong d6
khong con mot giot nudc ndo, da chay hét ca rdi.”

Nhac Duong noi: “Khong phai chir, vira méi noi 1a ctra mé 1oi, 210 lai bao ctra dong 1oi, rot cude
la ctra dong hay 1a ctra mé day?”

Pa Cat d6t nhién néi: “Theo t6i, moi ngudi di theo t6i.” Ké d6 lién dan moi ngudi chui xudng
duong dng thoat nude bén dudi, loanh quanh trong d6 mot luc thi dén mot ngd cut. Truong Lap noi:
“Hét dudng roi.”

Pa Cat n6i: “O do c6 canh cira, trude day thi bat ké thé nio cling khong day ra dugc, bay gid, moi
ngudi hiy dy canh ctra d6 ra di.”

Truong Lap day ctra, trong duong 6ng thoat nude von chi cd anh sang 1o mo tir mii phat sang, canh
clra vira mo ra, dot nhién c6 anh mit troi bén ngoai chiéu thing vao, nhat thoi khong ai mé mat ra
duogc. Poi khi thi luc khoi phuc, Truong Lap méi kéu toang 1én: “A, dang 1a kho can that roi! Nude hd
can that roi!”

Moi nguoi ding don lai & cira ra, phat hién hé thng thoat nude nay duoc thiét ké dudi day ho.
Nhitng giot nudc noi cira ra ré xudng tong tong, bén ngoai day ho can, vo sb ca cac loai gidy danh
dach trong d6ng bun, ving vay cau sinh. Troi xanh may trang van binh yén che phti ngon nai phia xa.
Chi trong nira tiéng déng ho, mot ho nude 1én nhur thé khong ngo da bién thanh mot dAm bun can, that
bién thai dén mirc nguoi ta kho co thé nao chép nhan duoc.

Gi4o su Phuong T4n nhin canh ctra bi day ra ndi: “O, canh ctra ndy muon sttc nudc ép xudng, chi
c6 thé day tir bén trong, luc nude hd con day, duwong nhién 13 khong thé nio md duge rdi.”

Pa Cat sai chan budc ra, gidm trong 16p bun dong dudi day ho, ngap dén dau gbi, khé 1am bam hat:
“Canh ctra Sinh ménh da khép lai, Canh ctra Dia nguc s€ m¢ ra, Canh ctra Pia nguc da mé ra, cac st
gia diing cam phai 1én dudng. Ho bing qua Minh ha, vugt qua hoang mac, 16i qua dam lay c6 vo sb
trung doc, trai qua tht ca gian nan khd nan, dén duoc Thanh dién trén troi, tién canh chdn nhan gian...
Huong Ba La!” Pa Cat ngoanh dau lai, “PAy chinh 14 bai ca dao ngudi lang ching t6i hay hat, ca dua
tré ba tudi cling biét, 1a do céac vi truong 130 day cho diy.”

Cénh ctra Pia nguc, Huong Ba La, khi nhitng tir ngir quen thudc 4y mot 1an nita bén tai moi ngudi,
tinh than ai ndy déu phan chan han 1én. Pay méi 1a 1an tha hai Trac Moc Cudng Ba nghe nhac dén
Canh ctra Dia nguc, song theo nhitng gi gi biét, hinh nhu né mé ra con duong xuyén ddy Himalaya.
That khong ngo, ¢ noi xa xam héo lanh nhw Mic Thoat nay lai duoc nghe truyén thuyét vé Canh cira
DPia nguc. Trac Mdc Cuong Ba hoi: “Cau biét Canh cira Dia nguc ¢ dau khong?”

Pa Cat git dau: “Puong nhién.” Anh ta chi vé ngon nai phia xa, néi: “Céanh cira Pia nguc & phia
Tay Canh ctra Sinh ménh, von ciing 1a mot trong ba thanh dia nguoi Cong B6 ching tdi bao vé, nhung

vi & do thyuc sy chang c6 gi ca, nén vé sau da boé qua.”



“Ha?” Truong Lap nghi hodc noéi: “Ngon ndi y ha, xem ra ciing khong xa 1am phai khong? Canh
cua DPia nguc that sy & d6 cha?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba lai héi: “Khong ¢6 gi ca? baylay gi?”

Pa Cat dap: “Moi ngudi nhin thi biét ngay, dung 1a khong c6 gi ca, chd 4y chinh 1a Ung Khap B
Tang BS.”

Puong Man néi: “Cai tén Ung gi gi d6 nay hinh nhu rat quen, trude day da nghe noi dén roi thi
phai?”

Lat ma A La néi: “La tén goi c6 ctia song Nha Lo Tang B6. Na Tham da timg nhic dén r6i.”

Nhac Duong chi ra phia xa n61i: “Nhin kia, gido quan, gido quan dang & ngoai kia.”

Chi thiy Lir Canh Nam va Ba Tang dang budc trén day hd can, dudng nhu dang tim kiém gi 6.
M4y nguoi bon Trac Moc Cuong Ba lién chay lai chd ho.

Khi t&1 gﬁn, bon Trac Moc Cuong Ba déu khong khoi tham kinh hai. Mt miii chan tay Ba Tang chi
chit vét thuong, tir tran ti mii hda thanh xanh den. Ca Lir Canh Nam ciing dau toc r6i bu, hoi ¢6 vé
tiéu tuy. Truong Lap chio mot tiéng, noi: “O, gido quan, anh Ba Tang, ching t6i & day, chung toi dén
day.”

Lit Canh Nam n6i: “Um, moi ngudi cling phat hién ra 16i ra ngam bén dudi u?”

Nhac Duong néi: “Lam sao ma ra nong ndi nay vay anh Ba Tang?”

Ba Tang lanh luing ndi: “Ctru tir nhat sinh.” Pam ngudi Trac Moc Cuong Ba di quen véi tinh cach
ctia Ba Tang, biét rang dé anh ta phai thdt ra bon chit nay, qua 1a ho di trai qua khong biét bao nhiéu
nguy hiém roi. Ba Tang lai b6 sung thém mdt cau, “MAy nguoi cling vay ha?”

Moi ngudi nghe hdi méi suc nhé ra, ban than minh cling chéng kha hon duogc bao nhiéu, dac biét la
Trac Moc Cudng Ba dang mic mot bo do ky quai va lat ma A La bi thwong khip minh may. Truong
Lap gat dau néi: “Chéc, co quan ¢ day lo1 hai hon luc huan luyén nhiéu, suyt chut nira 1a khong ra
duoc roi. A phai, anh Ba Tang, 6t cudc 1a chuyén gi vay? Co phai hai nguoi da cham phai co quan
khong? HO nuéce nay sao lai dot nhién can kiét thé?” Ba Tang gat gat dau.

Lir Canh Nam lanh lung néi: “Co quan chiang c6 gi loi hai, quan trong 13 cac cdu c6 nghi dén nhitng
diéu c6 nhan nghi hay khong. Tat ca déu 1a ngudi duoc huin luyén chuyén mén, mot chit co quan nay
ma con khéng d6i pho noi hay sao? Hir? Ngudi nay 1 ai?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba dap: “Pay 1a Pa Cat, Pa Cat cta lang Cong B, anh ta bi bon tén Ben kia nhét
trong hd nuéc ngdm, dugc ching toi ctru ra. Phai rdi, Pa Cat biét rat nhidu chuyén lién quan dén noi
nay, con ca Canh ctra Pia ngyc nira, phai khong Da Cat?”

Pa Cat ngéng cao dau, hoi nguoc lai Trac Moc Cuong Ba: “Thanh str dai nhan, nguoi dan ba nay
la ai?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba lai gigi thiéu Lir Canh Nam v6i Pa Cat: “C6 ay 13 giao quan cua ching i,



cling 13 ngudi phu trach hanh dong 1an nay.” Giai thich mot luot, dé Pa Cat biét ngudi phu trach 12 gi,
song anh ta van khong thé nao hiéu ndi. Trong thé gii cua anh ta, phu nit chi phu trach sinh con va lo

li€u viéc nha, 1am gi c¢6 1y nao ca mot dam ngudi lai nghe hi¢u 1énh ctia mot ngud1 dan ba? Trac Mdc
Cuong Ba bat dic di phai dung than phan Thanh st dai nhan, hoi lai cau héi Lt Canh Nam muén hoi

mot 1an, Pa Cat méi mién cudng tra 101, song van khong ngdt 1am bam: “O chd ching t6i, dan ba nhu
thé chic chan chang ai thém dau. Pan 6ng ndi chuyén, dan ba sao c6 thé chd miéng vao cha, lai con
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doicoy kién nita, dung 1a khong dugce!” 1am Lir Canh Nam tirc dén 16 mii xit khoi, chi mudn mo bung
moi tim anh ta ra ngay tai chd.

Trong khi Lit Canh Nam hoi han Pa Cat, may ngudi bon Truong Lap ciing cat van Ba Tang rdt cudc
da cham phai co quan gi, 191 hai thé nao. Ba Tang no1 vén tit mot luot, chi vay cling du biét mac do
kinh hon bat via khong hé thua kém nhiing gi ho da trai qua. Nghe xong chuyén ctia Ba Tang, Nhac
Duong néi: “Vay thi nudc ho rot cude di chay di dau roi nhi?”

Ba Tang gidm chan n6i: “O bén dudi.”

“Van ¢ bén du6i?” Truong Lap ngac nhién thét 1én.

Ba Tang git gat dau: “Um, gido quan c6 ndi, hé thdng nudc ngdm trén cao nguyén niy lic nio ciing
12 van dé cac nha khoa hoc mudn nghién ctru cho tin twong. Két ciu dia chit ving nay cuc ky phtc
tap, uéc chirng c6 rat nhiéu hang da voi va séng ngdm. Dai cao nguyén Thanh Tang nay c6 rat nhiéu
truyén thuyét noi réng bién mot dém da kho can, ma lai duogc churng thuc kha nhiéu l4n nira. TAt ca déu
do cac dong song ngadm dot nhién lién thong, roi nude hd theo d6 ma chay di. Toi va gido quan vira
ndy chinh 12 dang tim xem c6 16i thong nao bj mé ra hay khong.”

Puong Man noi: “Co thay gi khong a?”

Ba Tang lac dau ndi: “Cai hd nay von khong 16n 1am, chic chi khoang mudi kilomet vudng, ching
t6i di hét mot vong ciing khong c6 phat hién gi. Gido quan néi, c6 thé sau khi nude hd rat can, dat bun
dudi day ho da lai bit miéng 16i thong ay lai roi, nén chiing t6i mdi khong tim duge.”

Gio su Phuong Tan dung 6ng kinh quay mot vong, chi thiy hai hon dao nhé kia da thanh hai ngon
ndi dung stng sirng, ndi non quanh d6 ciing cao 16n sing sirng hon rat nhiéu.

Lir Canh Nam nghe Pa Cat noi xong, lién din do: “Bi thoi, & ddy khong con thong tin gi ching ta
can nita roi, 1én b roi tinh sau.”

Bun lang dudi day ho chd sau chd nong, chd nong chwra téi mit ca chan, chd sau thi ngap lat ca
chan, budc di vo cung kho khan, song ho cling khong con duong nao khac nira ca. Trac Moc Cuong Ba
dé y thay hai nguoi Lir Canh Nam va lat ma A La budc di trong dAm bun ma bun dat khdng lac nao
ngap qua mu ban chn, trong long 1ay 1am ngudng mo, tham nghi ddy chinh 1a thanh qua cua Mat tu r6i,
c6 co hdi, minh nhat dinh phai luyén tip méi duoc.

Lén dén bo, thiy day hod bun day bun lang, ca gidy danh dach khip noi, that khic mot troi mot vuc



v6i khi ndly, trong long moi nguoi déu dang 1én mot cam giac kho ta. Lir Canh Nam ngudc mat nhin
bau troi, nhin ngon nui xa xa, sau doé hoi: “bi tr day, can bao nhiéu 1au méi dén duoc Canh ctra Dia
nguc?” Pa Cat coi nhu khong nghe théy, Trac Moc Cuong Ba danh phai 1ap lai mot luot, Pa Cat moi
no6i: “Tir lang ctia ching t6i, thoi gian can dé dén Canh cira Sinh ménh va Canh cira Pia nguc 1a nhu
nhau, néu truc tiép tir Canh ctra Sinh ménh dén Canh cira Dia nguc. .. nhin mo1 nguoi déu khée manh
thé nay, chic chi can bén tiéng dong hd 14 téi duogc, co diéu, néu mang theo dan ba, chi so 1a...”

Lir Canh Nam ngat 10i: “Biét roi. Gio troi da t6i mudn, ching ta trd vé thon Cong B6 trudc, sang
som mai s& toi Canh ctra Pia nguc xem thir, sau d6 di thang dén C6 Cach. Gid da biét 16 tuyén ctia ddi
phuong, ching ta phai nhanh 16n méi duge.” Noi doan, ¢6 1y dién thoai di dong ra. Qua nhién khong
c6 tin hiéu, vay 1a c6 lai ldy mot bo may truyén tin ddc ché va thiét bi tiép nhan tin hiéu vé tinh c¢& nho,
bat dau lién lac voi thé gidi bén ngoai.

Truong Lap to mo hoi: “Da Cat, sao anh biét nhiéu chuyén thé? Khong phai 1a dang gat chiing toi
day chua?”

Pa Cat to y khong hai 1ong néi: “Sao t6i lai khong biét dugce? Toi 1 tho sin gioi nhat trong lang,
twong lai s& ké thira chirc vi trudng 140, nhitng chuyén nay cac trudng 130 ty nhién phai nodi cho t6i roi,
toi con biét nhiéu hon Na Tham nita ddy. Moi ngudi mudn di dén chd Tuwong Hung vuong triéu that
day a?”

Nhac Duong néi: “Puong nhién, khong phai mot Thanh sir khac ciing da di roi hay sao, ching t6i
cling phai dén d6.”

Pa Cat nhin Trac Moc Cuong Ba véi anh mat thanh khan: “T6i cling mudn di.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba noi: “Anh?” Pa Cat gt dau: “Du sao ching toi ciing 14 nhirng ngudi doi doi
bao vé thanh dja, 1am sao c6 thé ca thanh dia nhu thé ndo cling chua tirng thiy cho dugc? Toi cam thiy
hét strc bat mén trude cach 1am cua cac vi truong 130 trong lang, néu mot trim nam trude cd Pa Cat
ndy, tuyét doi s& khong chap nhan dé nguoi ngoai x6ng vao thanh dja ma chi nhin thoéi khong lam gi
dau.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba nghi ngoi gidy lat, roi chi LC ndi: “Vay cau di hoi gido quan, c¢b dy ndi duoc
la duogc.”

Pa Cat ngac nhién: “C6 ta? Khong, t61 chi can Thanh st dai nhan déng y 1a duoc r61.”

Su ¢b cua Pa Cat 1am Trac Moc Cuong Ba léy lam khé xir, néu dé Lit Canh Nam nghe théy Pa Cat
ndi vay, thi that khong biét 1a nhu thé ndo nira. Pang dinh giai thich, Lit Canh Nam d3 n6i: “Di théi,
chiing ta vé thon Cong B, truc thing can thoi gian diéu phdi, it nhat cling phai sém mai méi toi day
duoc.”

Truong Lap bat ngay chd so hd ctia Lit Canh Nam, noi: “Gido quan? Khong phai noi dung truc

thang rat nguy hiém a? Tai sao 1an nay lai st dung vay?”
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