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N tuyét Tu than, song bang hiém ac

Bao t0 mit mung, ctra vao Thdn miéu noi nao?

Tiép tuc 1an theo d4u vét ctia Bac Ba La thin miéu, Trac Moc Cudng Ba va nhitng nguoi ban dong
hanh tién vé nai tuyét Tur Tat Kiét Mac, ngon ni mang tén Tu than ciia ngudi Tang. Trén ving dat ky
vi bao la cua cao nguyén Thanh Tang, ga gap lai mot nguo1 ban nam xua, déng tho1 cling 1a hau du¢
cudi cung cua mot gia toc da kiém tim Bac Ba La than miéu subt ca ngan nim qua. Vi sy gitp d&
ctia nguoi d6 va than ngao Hdi Lam Thii, doan tham hiém quyét dinh liéu minh vuot con cudng phong
bao to khing khiép nhat, 1an tim 16i vao thanh dia Bac Ba La trén tam ban d6 da dé tim dugc trong
Bdo huyén khéng tu...

Liéu ngon nui tuyét da chon thiy vo sd doan tham hiém, cung nhitng ké thii gidu mit van dang rinh rap

ddi theo... ¢6 thé ngin budc ho tién dén mién dat trong mong tudng?



Ha Ma sinh ra nguoi T Xuyén, da tirng song 10 ndm ¢ T4y Tang. Anh 14 nguoi thich thich thAm hiém,
ting mot minh vugt qua Kha Kha Tay Ly, rung rdm nguyén thuy Xi Xuang Ba Na — 1a nhirng khu vuc
hoang vu va hiém nguy chét ngudi tai Tdy Tang. Kién thtrc, kinh nghiém va nhiing ky trc anh thu duoc
tir nhirng chuyén di d6 cung vai 1ong say mé tham hiém va khdm pha van hoa, mot tai ning hu cau xuat

sic da giup Ha M3 sang tac nén bd sach Mat mi Tay Tang .



“Khong c6 cubn truyén ky hién dai ndo vé Tay Tang huyén hoic hon Mat ma Tay Tang.”
— Chau Ai Minh, Tién si vin héa din téc Tang
“Mat ma Tay Tang la bo ky thu, di tim nhirng bi mat lich st cia vung dat thiéng bﬁng goc nhin tham
hiém. O d6, Phat giao Tang truyén, ngao Tang, cac truyén thuyét dan gian, cac ky quan trén dat Tang
déu tu hoi that hoan my.”
— Ba Chau, So truwong So du lich Tday Tang
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CHUONG 31:
KE TOI TO CUA NUI TUYET

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac? Trac Moc Cuong Ba va ddi truong Ho6 Duong cling thoang ngin ngudi ra,
trong ky trc ctia hai ngudi déu co chat an twong dbi véi cai tén nay. Y nghia ctia nd 13 ké t6i t& cua nii
tuyét. Trac Moc Cudng Ba van con 10 md nhd duoc, ching nhitng gi da tirng nghe thiy cai tén nay, ma
con tiép xtic voi ca con nguoi Ay nita. Nhung nghi cho k¥ cang hon, lai cam thdy khong phai thé, tua

h6 nhu thi€u mat moi lién hé then chot nao do.



Tam su cua Trac Moc Cuong Ba

Thoi gian troi qua rat nhanh, vét thwong & chin gido su Phuong Tan dd hoan toan héi phuc, gid
trong nhom lai c¢6 thém do6i truong HO Duong, hai nguoi rat hop chuyén, néi ca ngay ciing khong chan.
Thyec té 12 d6i truong H6 Duong con dé noi chuyén hon ca Ngai Luc Khac hdi trude, v6i ai anh ciing
no6i chuyén dugc hét, dén ca Ba Tang ciling sin sang xung huynh goi dé v4i anh nita. Poi truong HO
Duong giong néi to, tim tu thi trong thd hao lai ¢6 tinh té, noi ning hoi thd tuc nhung rat hai hudc cé
duyén, chd nhin ddng vé bé ngoai nhu hung thin ac sat cta anh ma tudng 1am, thyc ra con nguoi HO
Duong nay rat d& 1am than, trong vong ba thang, anh sd6m da hoa nhap lam mot v&i ca nhdém bon Trac
Moc Cuong Ba roi. Mic du chua duge huan luyén mot cach co h¢ théng, nhung cai danh doi truéng
H6 Duong khong phai ty nhién ma c6, ngoai hai phwong dién co quan hoc va can chién tay khong hoi
thua st moi nguoi ra, thé ning cua anh hoan toan khong kém gi giao su Phwong Tan, dong thoi anh
cling 1a mot tay c6 thoi gian dai choi sting dng, hiéu biét vé cac loai sung va vii khi né gan nhu c6 thé
so bi dugc voi dam bd do1 dac ching, hon nira hiéu biét cua anh d6i v&i khi hau va moi truong mién

dia cuc ciing giup nhitng ngudi con lai rat nhiéu goi ¥.

Thoi gian troi qua, ngy két thuc dot huan luyén dic biét cang luc cang dén gan hon, tim trang moi
nguoi cling cang ngay cang hung phan. Chi ¢6 Nhac Duong 1a van 1o md cam thay hoi bat 6n, béi anh
phat hién ra, ngoai trir miy hom méi tuyén bd bat dau dot huin luyén dic biét, gido quan to ra hung
phan, vé sau thi nét mit cr am dam dan di, ngdy xuat phat cang gan ké, co lai cang c¢6 vé nom nép lo
lang. RSt cude 1a chuyén gi ¢ thé khién gido quan cta ho tré nén lo au dén thé, Nhac Duong thuc
khéng tai nao hiéu ndi, anh bén ké su thay doi rat nho nhat nay ctia Lir Canh Nam v6i Truong Lap va
Ho Duong.

Cudi cung, chi con mot ngay nita thdi 1a coi nhu dot tip huan dic biét chinh thire két thic, tiép
theo ca nhom sé& roi doanh trai dén ving phu can ngon nui tuyét phai leo 1én dé tién hanh huan luyén
thich ing. Pém xudng, tuy ngdi trong anh nén md am dam, nhung nghi dén chuyén ngay mai s& xuat
phét, ai niy déu c6 chat phan khich. Trén san huan luyén rong rai, noi Trac Moc Cudng Ba tirng nan
lai hom dau tién budc vao doanh trai nay, doi trudng Hb Duong hut hét diéu thudc nay dén diéu thude
khac, Truong Lap thi cAm mot canh cay v€ vong vong trén mat d4t, nét mit ca hai df?ly vé nghi ngai lo
lang.

Truong Lap noi: “May ngiy nay gido quan dudng nhu cang liic cang cudng roi hay sao do, ca thoi

gian di nai tuyét cling day 1én trudc, trude day co bao gio thiy c6 ay nhu vay dau, chang 18 1a nha



nude co ¥ dinh cham dit hanh dong nay hay sao?”

H6 Duong lic dau: “Khong thé nao, d3 dén tram cudi cuing rdi, tat ca déu van hanh rat tot, chang
c6 1y do gi dé ntra duong bo cude ca. Co 1€ nio vi mot nguyén nhan gi khac ma nhom ndy sip phai giai
tan hay khong? Hay 1a strc khoe ciia c6 dy c6 gi bat thuong, khong thé kién tri 1au hon duogc nita roi?”

“Khong dau,” Trrong Lap noi nhu chém dinh chit sat, “thin thé gido quan nhu 14 bang thép ay, cai
tén Thiét nuong tir c¢6 phai 13 goi bira bii dau. Hay 1a vi tudi tac ctia Lat ma A La cao qua roi nhi?”

Ho6 Duong noéi: “Theo t6i thi khong, tuy rang tudi tic dai su A La va gido su Phuong Tan cao hon
chung ta, nhung hai ngudi éy déu la hang cuc phém trong cac bac cao nién, voi suc khoe cua ho, séng
thém hai ba chuc nim nira cling khong phai van dé gi. Hon nita, cho du trong ddm d6i vién ching ta
xuAt hién tinh hudng bat thudng gi, dén luc dy cung 1am 1a d6i ngudi hodc tam thiéu ngudi 1a duoc roi;
néu noi 1a strc khoe cua ai ddy co van dé, nhat dinh d6 phai 13 nhin vét quan trong then chdt cho hanh
trinh ndy roi.”

Truong Lap nghi hodc noi: “Vay lidu con co thé 1a ai chu?”

H6 Duong n6i: “Pay, chinh vi thé, néu noi sirc khoe ai d6 khong 6n, ngoai Lit Canh Nam ra, toi
that khong nghi ra ngud1 nao khac nira.”

Mot 1at sau, Nhac Duong voi voi vang vang chay budc nho dén, vira chay vtra kéu lén: “Piéu tra
dugc rdi, diéu tra dugc 16i.”

Truong Lap voi hoi: “Sao ha?”

Nhac Duong dap: “Gan gidng v6i nhitng gi ching ta nghi, 1anh dao cip trén di dua ra ky han cudi
cung, néu 1an ndy ching ta van khong tim dugc Bac Ba La than miéu, d6i ngil s& phai giai tan. Xem ra
lan ndy gido quan da gid hét ban linh ma ciing khong thé kéo dai thém thoi gian dugc nita roi. Xét cho
cung thi ching ta ciing chi 14 mot nhom thir nghiém, thir hon hai ndm rdi ma ching tim duoc thir gi co
gia tri hon, ciing kho trach gido quan sao lai lo ling dén vay.”

Truong Lap noi: “Nhung chang phai 1an ndy chung ta da c6 ban d6 roi hay sao?”

Poi truong H6 Duong lac dau: “Khong, cac cau khong biét roi, tim ban d6 4y chi c6 thé dura vao
hinh v& ma so ra dugc ngon nai c6 hinh dang tuong ty, nd khong chi thich rd 16 trinh 1€n nlii, no1 thyc
nhé, toi va Lit Canh Nam d3 thao ludn rdi, ti 18 tim thanh cong Bac Ba La than miéu trong chuyén di
ndy cta ching ta khong vuot qua nim muoi phan trim dau, nodi thang ra 1a chung ta van dang mao
hiém. Thong tin vé ngon ndi Ay thé ndo, ngdy mai cac cau s& biét, chang lac quan lam dau.”

Nhac Duong chép miéng: “Noi vy c6 nghia 13, néu khong c6 phat hién gi trén ngon nai tuyét y,
chiing ta s& phai ai vé dia phuong ctia ngudi ny roi.”

boi trudng Hb Duong nha ra mét lan khoi thude, lang 1& gat dau.

Truong Lap néi: “Chac, gio t6i lo 1ang nhit chinh 1a Cudng Ba thiéu gia ddy, véi tinh tinh nong

ndy cua anh ay, lan nay chi sg... Toi thay may ngay nay anh ay c¢6 vé triu nang tam su, qua nira chac la



cling da biét roi.”

“Noi gi t61 day?” Trac Moc Cudng Ba tir phia anh dén tién lai chd ba nguoi.

“Cudng Ba thiéu gia,” Truong Lap va Nhac Duong mdi nguoi nhich ra mot chat. Trac Moc
Cuong Ba lién ngoi thup xudng gitta hai nguoi. Poi Nhac Duong néi ra tinh hinh 1an ndy, Truong Lap
cat tiéng: “Thuc ra, Cudng Ba thiéu gia ciing khéng can qua lo 1ang, nhom ctia chiing ta gir day da nhur
duc bang thép luyén, 1an hanh dong nay nht dinh 1a s& thanh cong.”

Nhac Duong 1am bam néi: “Nhung ching ta dd bao gi¢r leo nai tuyét dau chir.”

Truong Lap dua tay vo bom bdp 1én ngudi anh chiang mot phat, néi: Khong néi thi chét 4.”

Ho6 Duong ndi: “Quan trong 1a ngon nui ay. .. tom lai 1a rat phién phtrc.”

Trac Mdc Cuong Ba néi: “To1 biét rdi, c6 cAu muu su tai nhan, thanh sy tai thién, toi tin 14 troi
cao di sip xép bao nhiéu thir thach thé ma ching ta ciing vuot qua duoc hét roi, thir thach 1an nay so
vo1 lya chon sinh tir thi ¢6 1a gi chir.”

boi trudng Ho Duong than thién v vai Trac Moc Cuong Ba: “Cau nghi duoc nhu vay 1a t6t roi.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba cudi dap: “Noi thuc 10ng, trude day t6i chura bao gid tin vao than phat, cling
chang tin c6 ong troi, toi chi biét 1a minh chiu nd lyc bo cong, vay thi chang ¢ chuyén gi ma minh
khong 1am dugc. Thé nhung sau khi trai qua tit ca nhitng viéc nay, t6i phat hién ra, duong nhu tat thay
déu do ¥ troi 4m tham sap dit, co rat nhidu su viée xay ra qua ddi bat ngo, cr ting bude timg budc di
tiép, nhu thé c6 ai d6 dang din dudng cho chiing ta vdy. Cang biét nhiéu vé Bac Ba La thin miéu, cam
giac éy trong to61 cang manh hon. i dén do, tya nhu 12 mot sy tré vé ma dinh ménh d4 an bai cho toi
vdy, ¢ rat nhiéu diéu nghi hodc, dudng nhu chi c6 & noi Ay méi co dap an. Trudc day t6i chi mong co
thé phat hién ra tung tich cta Tir ky 1an & ving phu cén than miéu, nhung gio xem ra khong toi than
miéu 1a khong duogc roi.”

Truong Lap kinh ngac thét 1én: “Cuong Ba thiéu gia that su nghi nhu vay sao? Vay ma toi tuong 1a
anh biét chuyén nay s& nhut chi nan 1ong nira ché.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba cam kich mim cudi véi Truong Lap: “Y cau mubn ndi tAm trang t6i may hom
nay khong duoc tot 1am phai khong? Khéng phai vi chuyén nay ddu, c6 miy van dé ca nhan thoi.” Ga
ngung lai mot chat, réi méi noi tiép: “May hom nita 13 sinh nhat 1an thir muoi tim cta con gai toi 161,
toi da giri thu dién tir chic mirng nd. May hém nay chot thay hoi nhd me con nd.”

Nhac Duong néi: “Con gai anh ¢ dau? Trudc nay chua bao gio nghe anh nhac dén dau & nha.”

Truong Lap ndi: “Thu dién tr? Sao khong goi dién thoai?”

Trac Mdc Cuong Ba dap 101: “0 Canada. Goi dién thoai éy a, noi thuc long, t61 hoi do du. Mot 1a
khong biét con gai t6i liéu co tha thir cho ngudi cha khong xing dang 1am cha nay hay khong, hai nira
12 lo chong ctia ngudi vo trude hiéu 1am t6i, dé hai nguoi ho xay ra chuyén gi thi khong hay. C6 thé 1a

quan niém truyén théng cua t6i dang tic quai day, ly hon roi, thi cd ging hét strc dé khong lam phién



dén cude séng mo1 cua nguoi ta nira. Ho da dén tan Canada xa x6i nhu vay, co 1€ cling la vi khong
mudn t61 1am phién d6 thoi.”

Ho6 Duong lic dau: “Vay thi khong dung roi, noi thé nao thi noi, du sao d6 ciing 14 con gai cta cau
va vo cau, goi mot cu dién thoai thi ¢6 gi dau chir? Lam gi c6 do61 vo chéng nao khong 161 qua tiéng lai
v6i nhau bao gid. Néu ho thuc long yéu thuong nhau, toi nghi nguoi dan éng kia ciing khong dén ndi
khong thong tinh dat 1y t6i mirc d6 dau! Cau dang tr bo budc ban than minh day, c6 phai 1a van cam
thay c6 18i voi vo cil, vin ay ndy ma chon Iira tron chay hay khong? Lam mot ké dao ngii khong hay
dau day nhé.”

Nhac Duong hoi: “Thuc ra con nguoi Cudng Ba thiéu gia ciing rat hay ma, sao vo anh Ay lai mudn
ly hon chr?”

Truong Lap tring mat 1én luom anh chiang mot cai. Poi truong HO Duong thi pha 1én cudi ha ha,
noi: “Du cdu 1 linh trinh st thi ciing khong can chuyén gi cling phai hoi cho rd ngon nganh chu.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba cui dau dap: “Khong, khong c6 gi dau. Thuc ra, yéu cau cua phy nit rat don
gian, ho chi cAn mdt ngudi chong cé thé thudng xuyén ¢ bén canh ho, mot gia dinh hoa thuin, vay 1 ho
thda mén 1dm rdi. Pang tiéc toi lai khong lam dugc diéu y! Con nguoi 13 loai dong vat ¢ tinh xa hoi,
lac ndo ciing c6 rat nhiéu suy nghi can c6 ngudi dé doc 1ong, sur cd quanh ddi voi con nguoi cd thé noi
la mdt sy giay vo.” Noi tdi day, Trac Moc Cuong Ba tu bat cudi chua chat mét tiéng, lac dau bao:
“Xem t6i day, khong biét minh dang néi cai gi nita rdi. Truong Lap c6 18 cling biét mdt chat, nhung chi
thay gido t6i, gido su Phuong Tan mdi hiéu con nguoi toi trude day thoi. Khi dy i 1a mot ké cudng
cong viéc, thuong xuyén o ngoai ca mot thoi gian dai, rat it vé nha. Con gai toi 1én bay tudi méi biét
mit miii bd n6 thé nao. Hon nita cho du c6 vé dén nha, t6i ciing khong néi ning gi. Khi Truong Lap
mai gap toi 1an dau tién, t6i van 12 con ngudi nhu thé. T6i con nhd Truong Lap ting nodi, véi voe dang
nhu cua t6i, néu khong mé miéng thi c6 thé gay ap luc dé nén khién nguoi ta khong thé ndi. Gid hdi
tudng lai, nhitng ngay vo cil song chung vai t6i, nhat dinh 1a phai ning né ngdt ngat 1am. C6 4y da nd
luc dé thyuc hién tot bon phan ctia mot nguoi vo t6t, con toi, toi lai khong tan hét trach nhiém cua mot
ngudi chong, dén ca tinh nhan ciing khong bang nita. Chéc, ¢ 18, ban than cudc hon nhan cua tdi véi
vo cii da 1a mot sai 1am roi. Cudc hon nhan Ay khong 1ang man va nhiéu cam xtic nhu cic ciu tudng
tuong dau. Khi do, cha me tdi hy vong toi suy nghi dén chuyén dai sy trong doi ngudi, ma trong rat
nhiéu nhan vién ctia cong ty ching t6i, biéu hién ctia c6 4y kha xuat sic, an chung v4i nhau miy bira
com, vay la ¢6 quan hé, nira nam sau thi ching i két hon.”

“Ha!” Nhac Duong lay 1am that vong, anh chang vén tudng rang ngudi dan ong tirng trai qua
nhirng sy viéc nhu trong truyén ky ndy, hon nhan ciing phai khac cbt ghi tim, vong vo tram mdi, gio
nghe Cudng Ba thiéu gia ké ra, qua nhién 1a hét strc nhat nhéo tim thudng.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba lai ké tiép: “Két hon chura day mot nam thi con gai ching t6i ra doi, sau do



o ay & nha cham con, t6i di 1am 4n bén ngoai. C6 18 moi ngudi da nghe ké mot s6 chuyén trude day
ctia t6i, hinh nhu nhitng trai nghiém Ay khién nguoi ta him mo thi phai. Thuc ra toi cam thiy rat co 16i
v6i vo minh. Toi thudng ca nim khong & nha, vé dén nha chua duoc mudi ngay thi lai di luon. Luc d6
& bén ngoai ciing thoang 1am, thue su 1a toi khong hé nghi dén cam nhan cua Anh (tén vo Cuong Ba).

Truong Lap thi tham noéi: “Chi dau, dang thwong qué...”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba cudi khd: “Co 18 1a mot sy trirng phat véi t6i. Khi ¢o Ay gip duoc ngudi dan
ong ¢ thé mé ra dugc canh cira ndi tAm minh, Anh méi biét tinh yéu thuc sy 13 gi, vy 1a khong hé. ..
Khi t61 phat hién ra, moi chuyén da xong hét ca roi. Pung 1a modt cudc hon nhan tinh 1dng nhu nudce,
dén ca ly hon ciing that nhat nhéo vo vi. Chiing t6i khong cdi nhau, ¢ ay ciing khong can gia san, mot
td thoa thudn, vay 12 quan hé hon nhan muoi nam két thiic. Con gai mudn di theo ¢6 ay, t6i ciing hy
vong con gai chung t6i di theo ¢d 4y, néu & voi t6i, cha... t6i thit khong tudng trong ndi s& thé ndo
nira.”

Nhac Duong hiéu ra: “Thi ra 1 c6 ké thir ba nhing chan vao.”

D01 trudng Hb) Duong néi: “Cau van dau khd 13m, ciu d4u c6 vo tinh nhu cu ty nhan chi.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba budn rau néi: “Pung vay, dung 13 nhu anh H6 Duong noi, t6i rat dau long.
Péi voi dong vat cling c6 thé nay sinh tinh cam sau sac, huéng hd 12 voi mot con nguoi di ting séng
chung v&1 minh hon chuc ndm tro1. Ping nhu 161 mdt cau danh ngén da noi, con ngudi 1a mot loai
dong vat ky quai, khi so hitu thi cam thiy binh thuong, phai dén khi mat di, moi hdi han thi da khéng
kip. K& ra thi, budi t6i hom vo trudce t6i bo di, toi dén mot quan bar & Thuong Hai udng say khudt
khong biét troi trang gi, con danh nhau véi mot ddm ngudi & quan bar ay nita, vé sau bi nguoi ta danh
cho ndm vién hon mot thang, t61 cling khong hiéu minh bi 1am sao nira. Sau ban d9, t6i lai dbc hét tim
strc vao cong viéc nhu trudce, nhung trude sau van thdy hut hing nhu mat di thir gi 6. Néu khong phai
sau nay gap dugc chuyén T ky 14n, toi ciing khong biét minh con tram luan nhur thé bao 1au nira.”

Thay than sac Trac Moc Cudng Ba cang ltc cang am dam, Truong Lap ndi: “Thé nay 1a sao vy,
ngay mai ching ta xuat phat roi, néi chuyén gi vui vui mot chut di...”

Nhac Duong ciing tiép 1oi: “A, ding roi, Cudng Ba thiéu gia, hay 14 ké ciu chuyén tinh 13ng man
ctia anh voi cd Pudng Man di. Nhin dang vé hanh phuc cua hai ngudi, t6i thdy ngudng mo 1am...”

Truong Lap cd ¥ v manh vao lung Nhac Duong mot ct, noi: “Thﬁmg nhdc nay, lai do héi chuyén
riéng tu clia nguoi khac roi!”

Trac Mdc Cuong Ba ngoai mi¢ng thi ndi: “Co chuyén tinh lang man gi dau, chi coi 1a... duyén

phan thoi...” nhung trai tim g, thi dd nguoc vé khoang thoi gian & nude My hon mdt ndm trudc. ..

Khi Pudong Man co1 chiéc mii mo vit xuong, sudi toc den tuyén bong mugt nhu dng may troi ay bung

xda ra, Trac Moc Cudng Ba thuc sy nghe thiy tiéng tim minh dang dp, mau trong co thé nhu bom xdc



ca 1én dau, bén trong xuwong cot ndng 1én ham hap. Du néi dang diéu ctia Puong Man nho nhin dé
thuong, tua nhu ¢6 bé nha bén, thiy 1 khong sao kim duoc 1ong thwong cam, nhung Trac Moc Cudng
Ba 12 ké ting trai, da gip vo sd hang nguoi, nhitng c6 gai nhu vay gi gip ciing rat nhiéu roi. Ga khong
hiéu, tai sao 1an nay lai xuat hién cam giac dong 1ong tim dam thinh thich nhu thé. Cam giac dé thoi
thiic ga chi mubn 6m ¢d vao long, 6m that chdt ma bao vé cho co6 that tot, khong dé nguo1 con gai éy
rdi xa minh du chi trong gidy lat. Thim chi gd con thdy kho ma khic ché dugc xung dong 4y ctia minh,
may ngon tay dit bén suon khe khé run ray. Chinh cai cam giac ky di xuat hién ngay 1an gip dau tién
ay, da khién gd mo 101 n6i v6i c6 gai nho hon minh rat nhiéu tudi nay khi rdi khoi bénh vién: “Co
Pudng Man, khong biét c6 thé moi ¢6 an trua voi t6i duge khong, t61 biét nhu vay la rat duong dot,
nhung ¢ diéu, t6i rat mudn biét thém nhiéu chuyén lién quan dén anh trai c6...”

Trong mdt quan in Trung Qudc nho nhd, c¢d gai Ay chdng tay 1én cam, ngdi dua vao cira so, trong
co rat xinh dep, nhung khong phai rat xinh dep, ma gidng nhu mot déa ngoc lan mau trang, rait mém
mai tuoi tin twa ho kh& cham vao mét cai thoi cling khién d6a hoa éy lui tan. Thé nhung trong doi mt
c6 lai 4nh 18n vé tham trAm khong pht hop véi 1tra tudi, hodc nhur 13 mot ndi budn ménh mang md mit.
Duong nhu c6 phai ganh vac qua nhiéu, cha me da mét, anh trai lai phat dién, lam sao c6 cé thé dam
duong noi day?

Anh sang xuyén qua cira s6 chiéu 1én gwong mit thanh ti Ay, hang mi dai, song miii cao, doi moi
anh dao. Pic biét 1a gwong mit, mit Pudng Man rat tréng, dudi 1an anh sang tu nhién mém mai do, tu
thai 1ang yén khong nhtic nhich cua c6 éy tua nhu mot pho tuwong tac tir bach ngoc vay. Trac Moc
Cudng Ba tham nghi, c6 gai ndy rat giong mot nguoi, nguoi y nhat dinh da chiém ctr dia vi cuc ky
quan trong trong long gi, gam giac 4y, khong ngd con quan trong hon ca vi tri ctia ngudi vo cil trong
1ong g3, 1a ai ddy nhi? Con gai? Khong, gitta cd va con gai gi khong hé c6 diém ndo chung ca. A! Em
gai...

Cénh ctra ky (rc da phu bui tir 1au nirt ra mot khe hd nho, phong tuyén kién cudng trong chdc 1at da
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bi pha, tat thay nhitng ndi bi thwong hoa vdi dau khd cudn cudn dang 1én. Nhitng ky wre tirng khién ga
khic cdt ghi xuong, khong bao gio ddm nhd lai, chi xuét hién trong nhitng con mong mi, gio lai dot
nhién hién hién truéc mat rd mon mot. Guong mit ngdy tho non nét ay thudng lac ndo cling nhoén
miéng cudi, hai ham rang trong nhu ngoc nhu st, d6i mat bén dudi hang 1ong may vira to vira sang,
khéng hé co chut 6 troc cua tuc thé, thanh khiét nhu tuyét trang trén dinh ngon Cuwong Nhan Ba Té. Co
bé con ca ngdy theo sau gi, goi “anh trai, anh trai” 16n nhit ma cling than thiét nhat, grong mit 4y dang
tir tir tring khit 18n c6 gai dang ngdi trude mit gi. Trac Moc Cudng Ba biét rat rd, ¢o gai dang ngdi
d6i dién voi minh day tuyét d6i khong phai 13 em gai gi. Néu em gai gd van con trén thé gidi nay, co
1€ n6 da 1ap gia dinh 101, ¢ 18 con c6 mdt dira con trai tim bay tdm tudi, va ca mot dra con gai nira;

chong n6 1a dan chan nuoi, trong nha c6 mot dan dé bo 16n, can 1éu Ién nam trén thao nguyén xanh



mudt, mit hudng vé nii xanh thim tham, lung quay hudng troi cao...

“Cho mdt phan... Toi rat 1a thich an mon Thuong Hai. Trac Moc Cudng Ba tién sinh, 6ng goi mén
gi nhi? Nay, Trac Mdoc Cudng Ba tién sinh?” Puong Man da chon xong mén, phat hién Trac Mdc
Cudng Ba dang nhin minh chim chim, khong hiéu tai sao, nhung trong 10ng khéng khoi ¢6 chut cing
thang. C6 nhanh chong nhan ra, g chi dang hudng vé phia minh, nhung anh mat kia tuyét d6i khong
phéi dang nhin minh, ma tya nhu ¢ chat xuat than, khong biét 1a dang nghi dén chuyén gi. Pudng Man
hoi thay hut hing, lai goi Trac Moc Cuong Ba thém miy tiéng nita, nhung giong c6 rat nho, nhu so 1am
dut doan dong hoi e ctia gi. Chinh c6 ciing cam thay khong hiéu tai sao minh lai nhu vay nira. Con
Trac Moc Cudng Ba khi dy dang hoi tuong lai canh trong xung quanh 13 nai xanh co biéc, trén mot
dbc nti nho, em gai ngdi trén vai ga ngudc nhin ra xa.

“Anh o1, Thuong Hai ¢6 16n khong?”

“Um, 16n 1am.”

“Lén thé nao? C6 16n bang lang ching ta khong?”

“Um, 16n hon lang ctia chung ta rat nhiéu...”

“Lén hon ca lang ching ta nita co 4, thé thi dang 13 16n 1am roi!”

“Anha...”
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“Thuong Hai ¢ bén kia ngon nii phai khong?”

“Um, ¢ bén kia ngon ndii... Anh din em di Thuong Hai nhé, c6 thich khong? Thuong Hai dy a. ..
nhiéu d6 an ngon 1am...” Nghi mai nghi mai, khée mit Trac Moc Cuong Ba di hoi won uét.

“Tréac, Trac Moc Cudng Ba tién sinh, t6i, t6i ndi gi sai a?”” Khong hiéu vi sao, nhin thiy anh mat
d6 ctia Trac Moc Cudng Ba, Pudng Man bdng dung ludng cudng.

“Xin 16i” Trac Moc Cudng Ba giat minh syc tinh, mim cudi noi, “Khong, khong lién quan dén co.
T61 c6 mot ngudi em gai, ¢6 1€ 16n hon ¢6 mot chut, nhung khong hiéu sao, vira théy co, t6i lién nhé
dénno.”

“A, xem ra Ong rat tot vdi em gai minh, chi ay gio dang & dau thé?”

“Khong biét, tir hoi né con rat nho da bi 1 phi bat di r6i...”

Chét, xin, xin 161 ong, t6i khong biét, t6i...”

“Khong sao ma, d6 c6 phai 16i ctia ¢6 dau. Co em gai d6 cua toi Ay a, nd toan mac 15i thoi, mbi
1an 1am sai chuyén gi, la chi biét kiém t6i ra chiu toi thay cho n¢ thoi, ky thuc, that tAm no mubn 1[am
cho tot 1dm chir, nhung 1an ndo ciing vung vé vy ca. Khi dy i thudng nghi, néu c6 mot ngay ndo do,
toi khong & bén canh no nita thi n6 biét phai lam sao, t6i chang bao gid ¥ thirc duoc ¥ nghi ay lai dem
tGi van han nhu thé ca.” Trac Moc Cuong Ba khé guong cuoi khd ndo, nét mit duom vé dau buodn.

Pudng Man ciing cam dong 1ay ma khé néi: “Ding thé, c6 anh trai that tot biét bao, tir nho t6i 16m,



du 1a chuyén gi ciing c6 anh trai gitip hét. Néu bi ai an hiép, c6 thé 1on tiéng ma hét 1én rang, tao sé& di
mach anh tao! Nhung. .. anh trai toi, anh 4y...” noi dén day, nudc miat Pudng Min bdng trao ra.

Moi dau Trac Moc Cudng Ba ciing khong dé tim 1dm, an Gi mot hai cau cho xong. Nhung nude
mat Pudng Man cang khoc thi lai cang nhiéu, khong nging roi ra twa chudi hat dut day xau, ltc ay, ga

mo1 y thirc dugce tinh nghiém trong cua van de. ..

“Sao thé nay? Moi ngudi khong ai di ngd ma tu tip & ddy noi chuyén hét a, van hung phan vi chuyén
ngay mai phai khong? Pay khong phai to cht ma nhitng thinh vién trong nhom huan luyén dic biét cta
ching ta nén c6 dau ddy nhé.” Gido su Phuong Tén ciing budc ra nhap bon. Nhac Duong voi nhich ra
nhuong chd cho 6ng, dong thoi noi: “A, Cudng Ba thiéu gia méi ké mét it chuyén ngay xua...”

N6i doan, anh chang lién ké vin tat mot luot nhitng gi Trac Moc Cudng Ba vira ndi. Nhac Duong
hiéu 16, pham 13 nhitng chuyén Cudng Ba thiéu gia da néi, gido su déu biét ca. Pung 1a gido su
Phuong Tan biét chuyén niy, nhung dng chua tirng nghi rang ngudi dan 6ng vé ngoai cuong nghi ay,
sau tham bén trong van khong thé budng bo duoc nhu thé. Ong v 16n sau gay Trac Moc Cuong Ba,
ndi: “Nhitng chuyén di qua sé& trd thanh ky @re trong cudc doi cdu, chd nén mang trong minh qua nhiéu
ganh ning khong thé budng bé nhu thé. Cau phai nghi thé nay nay: gio ddy chic chin co Ay song hanh
phuc hon trude kia, co éy da tu lya chon con duong cua minh, cau can phai ton trong lya chon cua co6
éy, ma ca cau nira, cau cling c6 lya chon cua riéng minh. Trong ca cudc doi cua mdt con ngud1, noi
chung 13 s& phai trai qua rat nhiéu chuyén, phai hoc biét tran quy, cling phai hoc cach tir bo. Cau khong
thé ctr 6m ddm tat ca moi tht rdi do6 18i cho minh dugc, da tung danh mAt mot 1an, vay thi cang phai
tran quy nhitng nguoi hién gid ¢ bén canh ciu mdi phai. Pudng Man 13 mot co gai tot, tuy rang tudi
tac ctia ¢ Ay va cau hoi cach biét, nhung t6i nhin ra duoc, cd bé ay that 1ong voi cau ddy. Toi nghi 1a
cau ciing biét chuyén nay, moi dau t6i khong thich c6 bé ay cho 1dm. Nhung ma, cau c6 biét tai sao
khong?”



Ni tuyét

Qua nhién, vira nghe n6i dén Pudng Man, Trac Moc Cudng Ba lién thoat khoi han tAm trang tir
trach moc minh, ngude nhin gido su Phuong Tan, khong khoi ludng cubng nguong ngiing, ap Gng noi:
“Khong. .. khong biét.”

Truong Lap ciing biét chuyén nay. Chinh x4c, ngay tir khi gip Puong Man lan dau, gido su di
khong dugc vui r6i. V& chuyén ndy, anh ciing tirng nghi méi ma khong sao hiéu noi. Ban than Truong
Lap thiy Pudng Man ngoai chuyén tudi tac hoi chénh 1éch vdi Trac Moc Cuong Ba thi ciing dau co
van dé gi.

Giao su Phuong Tan diém dam noi: “Bai vi ngay khi gdp mit 1an dau tién, toi da khong thich co
ay roi.” Noi doan 6ng quay sang phia Nhac Dwong va Truong Lap tiép 101, “C6 18 ¢6 4y 1a loai con
g4i ma dam thanh nién cac cu wa thich, xinh xin déng yéu, vira danh d4 thong minh lai vira c6 quai;
nhung khi t61 nhin c6 bé do, trong cap mét cb éy c6 mot thir ta mi hét strc ty nhién, d6 1a mot cap mit
khéng can diém trang t6 vé& gi ciing c6 thé hat hon dan ong. V&i kinh nghiém 1am ngudi ctia toi, mot co
gai nhu thé rat kho c6 thé chi trung trinh voi mot ngudi dan 6ng thém nira 1a khoang cach tudi tic giira
hai nguoi ro rét nhu vay, thé nén khi dy t6i da nghi, c6 cong chia nho da quen dugc cung chiu niy s&
khong thé nao & 1au bén cau duoc.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba 1dy 1am ngac nhién, khong ngd 1an dau tién gip mat Pudng Man gido su
Phwong Tan lai ¢6 an tugng nhu vy, chang trach ong cir mit ning may nhe v6i Puong Man mii. Gido
su Phuong Tan hoi cti dau xubng, noi: “Sy thue chirg minh rang toi di sai, tién day t6i cling chinh
thirc n6i v6i cadu mot tiéng xin 16i.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba hoang hét dimg 1én, noi: “Thay gido, xin dirng néi thé, mdi mot viéc thay 1am
déu 1a vi t6i ca, sao tdi co thé khong biét dugc. Thuc ra, khi Ay t6i... toi con tudong 1a...”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan mim cudi noi: “Co biét 1a khi nao c6 bé ay lam toi cam dong khong? Khong
phai vi ¢6 4y c6 thé chiu dung tat ca kho sd khi hudn luyén, ciing khong phai lic 1iéu mang ctru cau
trong dia cung Ahezt, ké ca anh mat thé luong tuyét vong trong Pao Huyén Khong tu ciing khong thé,
chinh 14 lac & trong bénh vién dy.”

“Trong bénh vién? La luc hai chung t61 cung vao bénh vién a?”

“Khong phai, duong nhién khong phai 1a luc hai ngudi tay nam chit tay 1én ban phiu thuat, ma 1a
sau khi phiu thuat. Con ngudi ciu lic nao ciing tiy tién cau tha, xua nay chua tirng chl y dén nhitng
chuyén Man Man d3 1am trong bénh vién. Vét thuong ctia ¢6 ay vira d& mot chat, di doi ty minh chim

soc cho t61, lat ma A La, r6i1 cd hai thing nhoc nay va Ba Tang nita, sy cham soc ti mi chu ddo do, 1a



do c6 éy da dem tinh yé€u ctia minh danh cho cau, don ca vao mdi nguo1 & bén canh ciu nita, tinh cam
ay tuyét dbi khong thé ndo gia tao dugc. Néu cau thit sy quan sat ti mi thi s& phat hién ra thoi, co iy
can than gap timg chiéc ga trai givong, roi anh mat chim chd cta o dy lac tinh van tdc truyén dich,
mdi 1an rira mit cho chiing t6i, chiéc khin mat da vit kho can ding lai trén khong may gidy, moi dong
tc ctia cO ay déu hét strc chu ddo, déu toat 18n tinh yéu sdu ddm danh cho cau. Hon nita ¢ ay khong
chi d6i tot voi cau, ma con véi ting nguodi & bén canh cau nira, ¢ thé thdy d6 da khong con 13 mot tinh
yéu binh thuong nita roi, trong doi ngudi co thé gip duoc mdt vi hdng nhan tri ky nhu thé 13 thda méin
1dm roi. TAt nhién, d6i voi mot nguoi thiéu chu ¥y nhu cau ma noi, chac chin 1a chéng cam nhan duoc
gi 16i.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba ho then cti gim mit xudng, trong 1ong thim thd than: “Chéc, van 1a thiy gido
hiéu minh nhat...”

Nhac Duong nhin vé nguong ngiing cua Trac Moc Cudng Ba, trong 1ong cam khong duoc tham
nht: “Chi s¢ khong chi minh Man Man nhu thé thoi dau. Gido quan, ca may cd y ta thudng ghé qua
nita, toi déu nhan thiy c6 mot cam giac nhu thé ca, dén ca con méo thinh thoang chay lai ngoai ctra s6
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kia nita chtr. Hirm, anh dung 1a sat thu cta phai nit!” Anh chang ddnh mét véi Truong Lap mot cai, ca
hai déu ngdm ngam gat dau c6 vé hiéu nhau lam.

Gi4o su Phuong Tan nhu sy hiéu ra chuyén gi do, cat tiéng hoi: “Dung roi, Cudng Ba a, diéu b
thé tha thé thot mudn nodi roi lai thoi cta cau khi ndy 13 ¥ gi thé? Cau bao cdu tudng 1a... tedng cai gi
thé ha? Khi Ay c6 phai cdu dang nghi, 130 gia sip xudng 16 nay nhin tring cd bd ctia cau roi, phai vay
khong ha?”

“A... 0i...” Trac Moc Cuong Ba voi dung bat day, hap tap xua tay nhu thé bi nguoi ta nhin thau
tam tu trong long: “T61... t61 khong cd nd1 nhu vay... to1 khong c6 no1 nhu vay ma, phai khong?”
Truong Lap d6t nhién ndi: “Hinh nhu t6i c6 nghe thiy, luc 4y Cuong Ba thiéu gia thi tham 1am bam gi
d6, cau cling nghe thay nita, dting khéng, Nhac Duong?”

“Hai c4u ndy... d6 dn co thé an bira bii duoc, nhung néi ning thi khong duoc bira bai dau day...”

“Pung ma, nghe thiy roi, nghe thiy rdi. nghe rd 1am”. Nhac Duong ciing phu hoa theo.

Poi trudng H6 Duong nhoén miéng cudi, ddm miy am u trong long Trac Mdc Cuong Ba cudi
cuing ciing nhat bét phan ndo.

DPém hom do, gio nhe ri rao, 1ii con trung khé ngdm nga trong bui co...

Sang sém ngay hom sau, swong mo van vit, doan nguoi deo ba 16 1én lung, dtng trén ngon ddi cao
nhin lai khu dét triing sau lung, noi c6 doanh trai ho da huan luyén gén hai nam, gio day, bat luan 1a
thanh cong hay that bai, ho ciing déu khong trd lai nira. Tam trang ai ndy déu rat phirc tap, vira khao
khat thanh cong, lai pha 13n mot chat bat nhin, cing thang, hung phan, bat an, bao nhiéu cam xtc hoa



quyén vao nhau, chi thdy trai tim dap nhanh hon, manh hon bat ct thdi diém nao khac trudce day.

May bay truc thing tir tir ha canh xudng binh dai trén ddi cao, cac thanh vién trong nhom 1an lugt
xép hang mot di vao, canh quat quay chdm dan r6i lai nhanh dan, tir tir bc 1én cao, mang theo mot
doan ngudi 6m bau mong tudng bay thang 1én troi xanh thim tham.

Nhin ndi non tuyét pht diép tring dang dan thu nho lai, trong 1ong Trac Moc Cudng Ba chot ding
trao mot thir cam giac ky di. Noi1 ma bon ho sép di to1 day, tir hai nam trudce, chi La Ba da nhic dén
v6i g roi, d6 1a ving dat bi than linh nguyén rua, noi miy den bat tudng d3 mang man khoi mi dén
che phi vinh vién, va dém den ngip ngua trong nhirng hoi thd ta ac. Chi c6 nhitng sinh mang da mat hét
luong tri mGi bi ném vao dia nguc vinh vién khong thé quay dau d6. Gio day thoat cai da hai nim troi
qua roi, di ca mot vong 16n, cudi cung bon ho lai dén dai tuyét son, van m¢nh tya nhu dang dua cot
v6i gd, mot tro dua khong 16n ma ciing ching nhd, vong mot vong, cudi cung tré vé khoi diém. Diéu
khac biét duy nhét 14, g10 day muc dich ctia bon ho da r6 rang hon trudc rat nhiéu, ma doan nguoi
cling tir hai nguoi khi 4y bién thanh mudi ngudi cua bay gio.

Trude khi xuat hanh, L Canh Nam da noi v6i moi nguoi, dich dén lan nay cua ho 1a mt ngon nui
tuyét con nguoi chua tirng chinh phuc, tuy qubc té di co tén goi chinh thirc, nhung dan Tang quanh
vung do déu goi la N than Tu Tat Kiét Mac. N6 nim & lung chirng mach ni Himalaya, so véi céac
ngon nui tuyét xung quanh thi khong phai cao 1am, nhung lai 1a ngon nti nguy hiém nhat. Thuc € 1a,
trong qua khir, ca mot ving tir Lac Trat di vé phia T4y, doc theo séng lung diy Himalaya kéo thang
dén Pho Lan, déu duoc coi 13 ving dat cAm d6i voi nhan loai, ngudi dia phuong goi 1a: Tir vong Tay
phong daoi. Pac biét 1a ngon nli tuyét Tu Tat Kiét Mac ma ho s& dén 1an nay, theo 101 chu Ba La tirng
noi1, cao hon bay nghin mét so vo1 muc nude bién, tbc do g16 trung binh cAm mudi tam, nhiét do trung
binh khoang ba muoi d6 4m, d6 bio hoa 6 xi binh quan chi ¢6 10%. Ngon ndi ndy chi yéu c6 sau trién
ndi, trién Tdy Bac — Pong Nam nam trén séng lung ctia mach nai Himalaya, ngoai ra con co trién Bic,
trién Tay, trién Ty Bic, trién Ty Nam. Trén trién nai déc nguoc van con day dic dau vét nhitng tran
16 tuyét. Lung chirng nti 1a mot doc bang cao dan 1én theo chiéu tir Bac hudng Nam, dién tich twong
d6i 16n. Mat phia Bac tya nhu bi dao chit riu d8o, d6 déc binh quan dat t6i trén 75 d6. Pinh phy trén
trién nai phia Béic tén 1a La Mac Cuong Ky, cao 6.816 mét so véi mure nude bién. Dinh phu trén trién
ndi phia Tay tén 1a Tan Quach Ha Ngda Nhu Nhan, cao 6.640 mét so vdi myc nude bién. Pinh phu
trén trién ndi phia Pong Nam 13 Pa Két Ngoc Trong M4 twong ddi cao, 7.010 mét. Nhitng dinh nui
ndy déu phit mot 16p bang tuyét day, trong khe nti c6 nhitng song bang khong 16, bén trén song bang co
nhiéu vach dung dung va khe sau hinh ring cua, rat thuong xuyén xay ra hién twong 16 bang 16 tuyét.
Nhin trén ban do vé tinh, 1o mo ¢6 thé thay dinh phu ¢ hinh ring s6i, miy dinh phu giao nhau dan xen,
giong mdt con ac quy dang nghién chit riang, vach bang dung dimg, thé ndii vo cing hiém trd, dinh nai

quanh ndm bi suong tuyét mu mit bao kin, mo mo 4o o tua nhu 4o anh. Tham chi ca nguoi dan toc Ha



Nhi Ba xua nay vén dugc xung tung 13 nhitng nguoi hudng dao trén nii tuyét cling khong san 1ong dén
d6, mot noi dudng nhu 13 ving dat chi ¢ di ma khong c6 vé. Thé ma noi ho mudn kiém tim phong
chirng 13 mot céi khe nam gitra hai dinh nti, bi ring ndi vay quanh, hinh thanh nén ngd tranh gio6 cta
dai Tay phong. Muén tim ra noi y, trudc tién phai tréo 1én duge dinh gon nai tuyét quanh ndm khong
10 ra dién mao that nay da.

Thuc ra moi nguoi da quen voi cai tén Nir than Tu Tat Kiét Mac nay roi, dich nghia ra thi chinh
1a chi Tt than. Vi than ndy mét phong ra tia chép dién, miii tho ra cudng phong, tai vang tiéng sam, dau
toc dung dirng xoay chuyén nhu may, trén minh deo trang strc 1a cac thi thé mau do den, hinh twong
cuc ky dang so.

May bay truc thing bay vé phia TAy Nam, men theo son cdc khong 16 ma tién 1én, hai bén nti non
hiém tr&, dinh ndi phu tuyét trrfmg x0a ndi bat trén nén troi xanh thim tham, tuya nhu dang bay trén
duong bay Pa Phong vay. Trac Moc Cudng Ba 10 mo cam thay nhitng diy ndi ndy nhu mdi ltc mdi
quen thudc, cam giac 4y cang ltc lai cang thém rd rét, cudi cung, ga dot nhién suc nhé ra, néu 16 trinh
bay nay khong sai, bon ho dang tién vé phia huyén Pat Ma. Néu 1a huyén Pat M3 thi Trac Moc Cudng
Ba gi biét rat rd. Huyén ndy & doan giir mach nti ddy Himalaya, 1 vung tiép giao giita ba nuéc Trung
Quéc, Anbs, Nepal, nai tuyét bao phu ba mat, dia thé cao dbc hiém yéu, khi hau b1 anh huéng cua
ludng khi néng am tir An D6 Duong thdi vao, luong mura rat doi dao. Trong son cdc, ciy cbi xanh um
ram rap, ¢ nhirng canh rimg nguyén sinh rat 16n, cac duong vao ndi ciing gidng nhu dudng vao Mic
Thoat vay, déu duoc duc trén vach nii dung dirng cao ngét, nhin tir xa, nhirng con duong nhé trong nhu
vét day thirng thit vao da thit nii d4 thinh vét han sau hodm. Hién nay, trong dam dan mé di du lich lit
hanh d4 c6 nhiéu nguoi biét dén Mic Thoat, song ké biét dén Pat M thi van con it, nhung dau chan
ctia Trac Moc Cuong Ba va gido su Phuong Tan thi gin nhu d3 in khip noi trong huyén Pat M3 nay
roi.

Nguyén nhan ho quen thudc noi niy khéng gi khac chinh 1a béi trong cac tur liéu c6 co ghi chép,
huyén Pat M3 14 noi san sinh ra giong ngao hung han nhat, dong thoi ciing trung thanh bao vé cha nhan
nhét. Ngdy nay & phia Nam huyén Pat M van con gitt dugc nét chit ctia nguoi cb dai khic trén vach
da, do nguoi Han khéc theo thé chir Khai, nién dai xa xua 1dm roi, hdu nhu d3 mo troc, chi con 1o mo
nhén ra dugc may chit “Thién Trac”, “Ngao chau”. Theo két qua khao chirng, mot sd tai liéu tap ky da
sir c6 nhic dén mot cach so lugc dai khai rang, di Thién Trac, at phai qua Pat Ma — nguoi Han goi
day 12 Ngao chau — noi yét hiu ctra ngd, 1a ving dat binh gia nhat quyét phai tranh gianh, van van.
Nién dai ctia nhitng tu liéu da sir Ay ¢ thé truy nguoc 18n t6i triéu Puong. C6 diéu khi bon Trac Moc
Cudng Ba dén huyén Pat Ma va nghién ctru, Ngao chau thud xua da suy tan, gi va gido su Phuong
Tan d3 nd lyc rat nhiéu, song van khong thu hoach duogc thir gi kha quan. Con c6 mot diéu khién ho 1ay

1am nghi hodc khé hiéu, d6 1a Ngao chiu cach Pang Hang qué xa, ciing khong phai noi xay ra tran dai



chién cudi cung véi vuong triéu Twong Hung, vAy ma lai 13 noi san sinh ra giong ngao hung minh
nhat, trung thanh bao vé chu nhan nhét, cam giac nghe khéng duoc lot tai cho 1am.

U6c chirng da vao dén dia giéi huyén Pat M3, may bay truc thang dua ho 1én téi d6 cao khoang
hon bon nghin mét gan nim nghin mét so v&i muc nude bién. Theo 101 Lir Canh Nam, & ddy c6 thon
lang gan v&i nai than nhat — lang Nap Lap, ciling 13 tram tién tiéu ctia ho trong chuyén leo nui 1an nay.
Trac Moc Cudng Ba luc tim trong ky tre, duong nhu khong ¢6 an tuong gi voi dia danh nay, hai hang
16ng may khong khoi nhiu lai.

Nap Lap 1a mot khe nti nam gitta cac dinh nai tuyét, dia hinh twong duong voi khe Nguyét Lugng
O sa mac.

Nui tuyét vy quanh day ngon ndy cao hon ngon kia, chen vai thich cach, 1an ranh tuyét trén sudn
nti nhap nho trai dai, hinh thanh nén mot dai Van Ly Trudng Thanh tir bing tuyét thién nhién, ca trong
13n ngoai dai trudng thinh déu trai ra mot viing ménh mang rong 16n.

Con gi6 cat da cét thit ga0 thoi qua trién nGi, mot nim boén mua, vinh vién khong c6 phut nao ngoi
nghi. Nhung nho' ndi cao hai bén ngin khi lanh, trong khe ntii d 4m ap lai nhiéu mua, c6 xanh mon
mdn, rat nhiéu bo dé sinh séng, nén nhin tir trén cao xudng, trén lung chirng ngon ndii tuyét nom nhu
trai ra mot tim tham 16ng to xanh hinh manh tring khuyét vay.

Bang tuyét tan chay thanh nhitng dong sudi trong vat don tu lai trén tim tham xanh, hinh thanh nén
nhirng hd 16n hd nho, mit hd phan chiéu dinh ndi tuyét pha, nude hd déu anh 16n mdt mau tring sira,
nhin tu xa trong chang khac nao vo s vién tran chau 16n nho cac ¢d. Mot dong song tura nhu soi day
ndi lién nhitng mit ho tran chau nay lai, rdi chay vong qua dong cé, xuyén qua khu dén cu.

Vi noi nay la khu dan cu ¢ vi tri cao nhit so v&i muc nude bién cua Trung Quéc, tham chi la cua
ca thé g161, khi hau lai vo cung lanh 1€o, nén nha cura & day déu thép le te, tr khong trung nhin Xuéng,
tréng hét nhu nhitng hop diém mong quét. Kha nhiéu cin nha d4 xdy dung theo kién trac dic trung ctia
nguoi Tang, cling ¢ ca nhitng ngdi nha gd nho. Ngudi dan noi day déu dung nha ¢ noi ¢ nude, trudc
ctra ¢6 dong séng chay qua, ngoai cira sO 1a ho nude, canh tuong ay dé khién ngudi ta lién tudong dén
mot khu dan cu & vung song nude Giang Nam.

Lii bo dé déu duoc tha dai rac trén dong co, ung dung thoai mai, trong hét sirc nhan nhd. Nhac
Duong ngdi trén truc thing ngdm nhin ma 1ay 1am ngudng md, ndi: “Xem ra ngudi & ddy chang phai
1am gi hét c4, sang sdm dé bo tr ra ngoai, tdi t6i lai tu quay vé chudng, md cira so ra 1a nhin thdy ho
nude dong cd, con ca ndi tuyét va troi xanh miy trang nita. Ngay ngdy & trong nha udng ly tra, danh
van c0, hay cudi ngua di dao mot vong ciing dugrc, bi cha, cudc séng nhu vay co déy, chac chac, t61
cling mubn song lau dai ¢ day!”

Poi trudng H6 Duong cudi mang: “Cai thang nhdc ndy, néu tht su song & day, chi so chua duoc

hai thang cau di kéu gao doi vé thanh phd r6i Ay chir.” Nhac Duong nghe thé chi “ht” mot tiéng,



khéng thém dé ¥.

Lac Xuéng tryc thang ho md1 phat hién ra, khi hdu no1 nay con kho hanh, lanh 1€o hon trong tudng
twong ctia ho rat nhiéu. Nhac Duong khong chiu dugc phai dua tay 1én bit miii ring minh miy cai.
Tiéng 6n cia may bay truc thing 1am kinh dong dan cu séng quanh d6, dan lang & trong nha 1ii luot
chay ra xem c6 chuyén gi. Khi nhan ra c6 khach dén, ai néy déu to ra hét strc nhiét tinh, trén mit 1an
luot hién 1én nu cuo1 rang rd. Nhac Duong lai cam khai than thd, noi nay so voi thon Cong BS thi that
l1a khac nhau mot tro1 mot vuc.

“Lau 1am roi chd chung t6i khong ¢ nhiéu khach thé nay, bén ngoai gid 16n, moi moi nguoi vao
nha toi nghi ngoi d4. Ca anh phi cong kia ciing vao udng chit rrgu néng cho 4m ngudi nhé.” Giira ddm
nguo1 budc ra mot vi tudi tac kha cao, dai khai chic 1a trudng thon, troi cuoi vui vé bao nhom ngudi
bon Trac Moc Cudng Ba, “Cac dong chi bd doi da n6i véi ching toi roi. Toi tén 1a Ma Bao, t6i s&
gitip moi ngudi giai quyét chuyén dn ¢.”

MAy ngudi lat ma A La, gido su Phuong Tan, Trac Moc Cuong Ba va Ba Tang déu khong thay co
gi la, nhung dam Nhac Duong, Truong Lap thi nghe ma tron tron ca mat 1én. Bon ho hoan toan khong
hiéu 6ng trudng thon tudi d6 ngii tudn ndy dang néi cai gi. Nhac Duong khé kéo kéo vat 40 lat ma A
La, thi thim hoi: “Pai su, 6ng Ay noi tiéng gi thé?”

“Tiéng Tang ma.” Lat ma A La thoang ngan ngudi, roi ngay sau d6 lién mim cudi, néi: “Ho ndi
tiéng Tang ddy, chi co diéu phat 4m hoi khac, thudc vao loai phrong ngdn, cac cdu chi ¥ nghe ki 1a
hiéu dugce thoi.”

Pam Nhac Duong dau tién cling nghi 13 tiéng Tang, vira nghe thay khong gidng, lién chiéu theo 16i
tu duy cua tiéng Tang c6 dé tiép nap thong tin, nhung ciing hoan toan ching hiéu gi. Gio duoc lat ma A
La nhic nhd, méi biét 1a phwong ngdn, nghién ngdm dodn mod mot lic 1au, cudi cling ciing 16 mo doan
ra duoc mot chit, nghe kiéu nhu ngudi Thuong Hai hay nguoi Quang Chau néi tiéng phd théng vy,
dung 14 bon ho noi tiéng Tang, chi 1a phat Am hoan toan khac biét ma thoi.

Lir Canh Nam dua mat nhin dong ho, doan néi véi dam Trac Moc Cudng Ba: “Chung ta s& ¢ day
nghi ngoi chinh d6n may ngiy, mot 1a dé thich ing voi hoan canh niii cao, hai 1a doi thong bao ciia
Cuc Khi trgng, xem Itc nao thoi tiét thich hop cho viéc leo nui. Thoi gian xuAt hanh 1én ndi c6 thé 1a
bbn ndm hém nira, hodc ciing c6 kha ning 13 ngay mai. Ching ta can phai xem va tim hiéu dia thé nai
non xung quanh day, xac dinh tuyén duong cé thé 1én toi dinh nai. Gio 1a 11 gid, trude chinh ngo 1a
thoi diém swong mu trén dinh nai c6 kha ning tan nhiéu nhit, ching ta s& chia thanh ba to, 1an luot tién
hanh khao sat tuyén dudng 1én dinh ndi tir ba hudng Pong, Nam, Bic. Gid t6i s& sap xép, nhom ciia
Trac Moc Cuong Ba, Hb Duong, Nhac Duong di huong dong, 1at ma A la, Ba Tang, Truong Lap di
theo hudng phia Nam, gido su Phuong Tan, t6i va Man Man s& di theo hudng Bic, moi ngudi da nghe

1d ca chua? Ma Bao, chiing tdi can ba nguoi dan duong.



M3 Bao git dau, goi trong dam ngudi lang ra hai tay trung nién cuong trang khde manh, roi hoi:
“Khong vao nha nghi ngoi mot 1at a2 C6 can bo bdt ba 16 trong nha khong?”

Lir Canh Nam lac dau: “Khong can thiét, chung toi phai nhanh chong thich Gmg voi hoat dong mang
véac nang trong mdi truong moi ndy, néu & dudi chan ndi con khong thé vira mang vac nhitng may moc
va nhu yéu phdm ndy vira hanh dong, vay thi 1am sao ma 1én ndi tuyét duoc?”

M3 Béo tho dai mot tiéng, ndi: “Lén ndi tuyét u... kho day!”



K¢ t61 t& cua nui tuyéet

T6 cta Trac Moc Cuong Ba phu trach khéo sat xem khe niii nam gitta dinh phu phia Pong Nam Pa
Két Ngoc Trong Ma va dinh chinh c6 thich hop dé leo 1én hay khong, 16i ndy vira xa lai vira kho di,
nén Ma Bao dich than dan duong cho bon ho.

Doc dudng, qua chuyén tro Trac Moc Cuong Ba mdi biét, Ma Bao thuc ra khong phai 13 trudng
thon gi ca, ng61 lang trén danh nghia nay ky thuc 1a mot khu dan cu hinh thanh tu phat cia dam dan du
muc, trong thon co6 bdn nim chuc ho gia dinh, moi nguo1i than thiét nhu trong mot nha vay. Ai gap
chuyén gi chi can noi mot tiéng, tit ca moi nguoi trong thon déu sé gitip d&. Hon nita tir bao nhiéu nim
nay, trong thon lang nay ciing chang c6 chuyén gi 1on lao xay ra ca, nhitng chuyén 16n nhat déu khong
ngoai miy thtr tang ma hiéu hy.

Nguoi trong lang déu 13 ngudi Pat Ma. Theo nhu Trac Moc Cudng Ba duoc biét, ngudi Pat Ma &
huyén Pat M4 nay da phan déu tir Nepal di cu dén ving giita ring Himalaya vao khoang cu6i doi nha
Thanh, nhung bon ho van khiing khing tin réng minh 1a hau du€ cua nguoi Tang, cling cd ngudi ndi ho
13 con chau ctia toc Khic Lap Dé. Ho khong c6 chir viét, trude giai phong ciing sdng theo 151 hét st
nguyén thiy, d6t nwong 1am ray, that day ring dé ghi nhé lai sy viéc. Vi noi nay 1a ving tiép giap hai
nude Trung Qubc va Nepal, néu bon ho ciing thudng xuyén di qua di lai gitta hai nudc, ho hang than
thich ctia nhiéu ngudi Pat Ma déu van sinh song & Nepal, nhung ho thi van kién tri cu tr( trén 1anh tho
Trung Qudc, vi cho rang dat nudc Trung Qudc dang dan dan 16n manh, ngdy thang sau ndy s& ngiy
cang tot dep hon. Hién gid thi cudc sdng ciia ngudi dan trong lang M3 Bao vé co ban khong khac biét
gi so v&i nguoi Tang, cling noi tiéng Tang, an banh bdt mi Thanh Khoa, chi c6 diéu cac hoat dong ton
gido tin ngudng thi twong ddi it, chi ¢ cac hoat dong chuyén kinh chuyén son(1), hon nita con di theo
chiéu nguoc chiéu kim dong hd cua Ban gido.

Con viéc 1én nmii myét, M3 Béo lic diu noi véi ho, tir nim no ndm kia nao d6, doi khao sat cta
nha nude cling dén rodi, nhom mudi ba ngudi da vao nai, nhung chua dén mot nira sé ay séng sot trd
ra; lai ¢6 nam, doi thaAm hiém ctia Anh ciing dén, nhung cudi cliing khong thdy ngudi nio quay lai; vé
sau c6 ca ngudi My, ngudi Pic, cac loai thiét bj may moc con hién dai tién tién hon ctia ho bay gio
nhiéu, nhung 14n ndo ciing 1a muoi ngudi di cting 1am chi ¢6 mdt hai ngudi vé. Dai gio Tay chét choc
dau phai chi 1a tén goi, dinh Chomolungma (tirc Everest, cao nhit trai dat: 8.848 m) co thé leo dugc,
bdi d6 14 nit than nhan tir, con T than Tu Tat Kiét Mac lai 12 vi nit than c6 tinh khi nong nay nhit,
khong ai ¢ thé ganh chiu duoc lira gian cia Nguoi.

Lic ho dén duoc diém quan tric, dinh nai phi may mu, chi ¢6 thé nhin thay khoang tir lung chirng



nai d6 xuéng. Poi truong H6 Duong chi liéc mit nhin qua mot luot, da doan dinh ngay: “Con duong
nay khong thé di duoc.” Ké d6 anh tién hanh do dac tric dja hét strc thuan thuc, déng tho1 chi cho Trac
Mdc Cuong Ba va Nhac Duong thdy nhitng chd nguy hiém. Anh cho rang ¢ ba nguyén nhan khién con
duong nay khong thé thong hanh, mot 13 khi hau qua khic nghiét, hai 1a dia hinh qua phuc tap, ba 1a do
dbc qua 16n. Vo1 nhan luc va trang bi cta ho luc nay, 1én nai chinh 1a ty lao dau vao chd chét.

M3 Béo cudi cudi ndi voi ho, nhitng gi ho thiy da 1a twong dbi tot rdi, boi trong truyén thuyét Da
Két Ngoc Trong Ma 1a vi nit than c6 tinh nét kha tot so véi cac than linh khéc. Lac binh thudng, nang
14 vi nit than mau tréng vO cung xinh dep, guong mat luén rang r& nd nu cudi than thi¢n, trén ¢ nang
c6 vong hoa két tir bao thach, vang bac chau bau va hoa tuoi, thuong cudi mot con su tr mau xanh
ngoc Tho Nhi Ky. Nhung khi noi gian, nang s& bién thanh nit than mét den tinh tinh bao nguoc hung
tan, miéng nhéu mau, hai mét toe 1tra, miii phun khoi mu mo mit, y phuc ctia nang cling bién thanh bo 4o
da ngudi 10t tir tir thi, tay cadm bat dau 1au day dp mau nguoi.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba cam thdy cau chuyén sao ma quen thudc, tudng chirng nhur gi da nghe qua &
dau d6 roi, nhat dinh 12 khong phai chuyén c6 dugc nghe ké hdi nho, nhung nhat thoi khong nhd noi.
Chi nghe ddi truong HO Duong héi: “Vay ¥ ctia anh tirc 13, két qua quan trac cta hai nhom kia con té
hon cé ching t61 nira u?”

M3 Bao git dau: “Chac 1a thé day.”

Nhac Duong nghe xong phai nghi ngoi mot lic mdi dai khai doan ra dugc y cia Ma Bao, 1am bam
can nhin: “Moi chi dén lung chirng niii ma da kho di nhu vay roi, khéng biét sau khi miy mu tan di,
dinh nui kia s& trong nhu thé nao nhi?”

M3 Bao thi nghe hiéu duoc nhitng gi Nhac Duong néi, voi xua tay lia lia: “Khong thé nao déu,
swong mu trén dinh nii mot ndm bén mua lac ndo ciing cé, t6i sdng & day tir nho dén lon chua thiy
swong tan 1an nao ca. Hoi trudce nghe cac bac gia 130 noi, vi dau sao nit than ciing rat thich dep, nang
khong muén bi con nguoi nhin thiy bo dang dir dan hung 4c ctia minh, thé nén da che guwong mit minh
di. Pinh nti ndy miy van miy ngan nim nay déu nhu vy ca, chang bao gio swong mu kia tan di dau.”

Sic mat doi truong HO Duong 16 vé 1o lang, anh van vé bd rau xdm xoam ctia minh ndi: “Lan ndy
thi hong bét 6, néu swong mu trén dinh ndi quanh nim khéng tan, thi budc phai tién hanh leo 1én dinh
trong khu vie mu rdi, tinh hubng niy goi 14 leo nui theo kiéu tir sat. Hon nita, di swong mu ¢6 tan di,
v6i kiéu dja hinh nay, kho hon leo 1én dinh Chomolungma rat nhiéu, chi s¢ con kho hon ca leo nai
Nam Ca Ba Ngda 4y, noi day tuyét ddi c6 thé xép vao do kho leo treo cip 5.12 trong hé théng YDS(2)
do.

Trong thoang chdc, ca ba ngudi ciing chim vao im lang. Ho déu biét rd, cap 5.12 1a cap do leo
tréo kho nhat roi, ma doi truong H6 Duong thi tuyét doi khong ba hoa noéi khoac. Lic ndy M2 Béo lai

1én tiéng: “Cho duii moi nguoi c6 thé leo 18n dén suon ndi, thi doan dudng phia sau ciing khong thé



vuot qua dugce dau. Ching t6i hdi trude timg gip rat nhiéu ngudi co thé leo vao man swong mui, nhung
roi khong mdt ai tr& vé hét ca.” Théy sdc mit bon Trac Moc Cuong Ba cang kho coi hon, Ma Bao lai
ndi tiép: “Trir phi c6 Cuong Nhat Pho Bac dan duong cho cac vi.”

“Cuong Nhat Pho Bac?” Trac Moc Cudng Ba va d6i truong Ho Duong cuing thoang ngan nguoi
ra, trong ky (rc ctia hai ngudi déu co chut an twong d6i véi cai tén nay. Y nghia ctia nd 1a ké i té ctia
nti tuyét. Trac Moc Cudng Ba van con 1o mo nhé duge, chang nhitng ga tirng nghe thay cai tén nay,
ma con tiép xc ca vdi con nguoi ay nita. Nhung nghi cho ki cang hon, lai cam thiy khong phai thé,
tyra ho nhu thiéu mAt moi lién hé then chot nao dé.

“Puting,” Ma Bao git dau, “nghe noi, anh ta 1a nguoi duy nhat biét duong 1én ndi.”

Poi trudng H6 Duong ndi: “Sao anh ta lai biét dudng 16n nGi?”

M3 Béo lai lic dau: “Khong biét. Co diéu rat nhiéu nim trude, mot ddi khao sat khoa hoc cta nha
nude cd dén day mot 1an. Khi d6 1a vo Cuong Nhat Pho Bac din duong cho bon ho, 1an ay bi that bai,
nghe dau ca doan khong c6 ngudi ndo tro vé duoc. Vé sau lai 6 mot sé nhom khac dén mudn tim
Cuong Nhat Pho Bac dan duong, nhung anh ta khong bao gio dap tmg nita.”

“T6i nhé ra roi,” doi truong HO Duong nam tay ddm vao ban tay bén kia ctia minh thdt 1én, “hoi
toi con ¢ doi khao sat song bang TAy Tang di nghe néi dén nguoi nay roi. Dao d6 nha nudc mudn di
do dac tham do mot ngon nii tuyét, chi vi Cuong Nhat Pho Bac khong chiu dan dudng, vi vy mii van
khong thé xuat hanh. Hoi Ay thudng hay thiy nhic dén cai tén nay lam, 4i cha cha, t6i di bao sao cai
tén nay nghe quen thé ma! Nghe bao séng bang ¢ day rat dic thi, co thé sanh dugc voi séng bang &
nti Nap Moc Ma Ni(3) d6. N6i dén day, doi truong Ho Duong mé man ddi méit ngam nhin dong song
bang trang toat khong 16 vuon xudng tir gitta ddm mu swong mo mit. D6 tya nhu mot thiéu nix dé 16 ra
nira canh tay tring muét nhu tuyét dang vay goi, toat ra thir ma luc la lung.

“Phai roi, Ma Bao, khi 4y moi nguoi 1am sao biét Cuong Nhat Phd Bac ¢6 thé tim dugc duong
1én ni? Ong ta ciing 14 nguoi Pat M3 a?” Trac Moc Cuong Ba hoi.

M3 Bao lac dau: “Khong phai. Hoi xua toi nghe cac bac gia 140 trong lang noi, trude khi to tién
chiing toi dén day, t6 tién Cuong Nhat Phd Bac da dinh cu & quanh noi nay rdi. Vi vy toi nghi, diy
chinh 14 nguyén nhin bon ho biét nhiéu hon ching t6i.”

Gng ta léy ngén tay chi hudng, doan néi: “Bon ho trude nay van cu tra & phia Nam, con phai di
1én thém nita. Moi truong & d6 khong tot nhu chd chung t6i, rat it ngudi song. Trude day noi d6 ciing
chi c6 mdt hai ho gia dinh, hién nay thi chi con lai mgt minh Cuong Nhat Phd Bac thoi.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba dua mét nhin Nhac Duong; ca hai déu nghi dén nhitng ngudi dan song trong
thon Cong B6, nguoi tén Cuong Nhat Phd Bac kia, liéu dam bon ho co st mang giéng nhau hay khong
nhi?

Poi trudng H6 Duong ndi: “Dan ching t6i di gip ngudi do.”



Ma Bao nghi ngoi gidy lat, r6i ndi: “Vo dung thoi, trude day khong phai 1a khong co ngudi dén
tim anh ta, nhung tir khi ngudi vo bi mét tich, anh ta tir chdi din bat ¢ nguoi ndo 1én nai.”

Doi trudng H6 Duong ndi: “Anh ctr gitp ching toi tim dugc anh ta dd, con chuyén anh ta c6 sin
1ong dua ching toi 1én ndi hay khong, ching t6i phai néi chuyén vai anh ta thi moi biét duge, phai vay
khong?”

M3 Bao nhiu may néi: “Pugc thoi, c6 diéu t6i phai nhdc nhd moi ngudi, lai gan cin nha ciia anh
ta 14 mot chuyén hét strc nguy hiém. Cuong Nhat Pho Bac nudi mdt con ché rat 16m, rat dir, hon nira
ngoai trir chii nhan ctia no ra, con chd day khong nhan bat ctr ngudi nao khac ca. Co 18 nd khong can
to1, nhung ma céac vi thi...”

“Cho 16n ha!” Trac Moc Cudng Ba lién suc nho ra, kéu toang 1én, “Cuong Lap! Cuong Lap Mai
Doéa! T6i nhé ra roi!”

“Ha?” Ma Bao 10 vé kinh ngac noi, “Sao anh biét tén nd vay?”

Trac Mgc Cuong Ba cuoi 16n ndi: “To61 da bao sao cai t€n d6 nghe quen quen vay ma, Cuong Lap
Mai Boa, Cuong Nhat Phd Bac, sao toi lai khong quen anh ta dugc co chur, to1 da & nha éy ca nira
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nam co ma!” Gi kéo tay Ma Bao ndi, “Anh khong can lo cho su an toan cua ching t6i dau.”

Nhiéu nam trudc gi va gido su Phuong Tan timg dén huyén Pat M tim cho ngao, bat ngd phat
hién ra & nha Cuong Nhat Pho Bac c6 gidng ngao cuc ky quy hiém Hai lam th, chinh 13 con Cuong
Lap Mai DPoa d6; trong tiéng Tang, Cuong Lap Mai D6a nghia 14 hoa sen tuyét. Dé thuyét phuc Cuong
Nhat Phd Bac dong ¥ cho gi ddn Cuong Lap Mai Péa ra ngoai, gidi thiéu thin ngao Hai lam tha véi
toan thé gidi, g da o 1y nha Cuong Nhat nira nim rong, ¢ diéu tir dau chi cudi gi van goi Cuong
Nhat 14 a qua (nghia 1a dai ca), gio dot nhién nghe tén day du clia anh ta, ddm ra khong kip phan tng
nho ra.

Poi trudng H6 Duong va Nhac Duong déu quay sang nhin Trac Moc Cudng Ba, chi thdy gi kich
dong noi v4i hai nguoi ho: “Hai lam thu! Cuong Nhat c6 mot con Hai lam thi cuc ky quy hiém, tén n6
1a Cuong Lap Mai Pda, doa sen tuyét diém 1é dep mé hon ngudi. N6 con & d6 khong?” Cau hoi cudi
cung ga la danh cho Ma Bao.

M3 Béo nhtin vai dap: “Van con.” Ong dudng nhu phai ha quyét tim 1on 1am, méi néi: “Bi theo
t01.”

Nhac Duong hiéu ky hoi: “Hai lam tha 1a gi thé?”

Trac Moc Cudong Ba mim cudi dap: “Mot giéng ché ngao Tay Tang. Thu hoach duy nhét trong
chuyén di t6i huyén Pat M tim nim trude cta toi va gido su Phuong Tan chinh 13 tim dugc con Hai
lam tha ndy. T6i ¢ nha a qua sudt nira ndm, nhung anh 4y khong thé nao khong c6 Cuong Lap, mot ngiy
thoi ciing khong duoc. Hién nay nhitng ngudi biét dén ché ngao TAy Tang, da phan déu biét Thiét phdo
kim, Tuyét ngao, Hong ngao, Hic ngao, nhirng gidng nhu Tuong kim su, Lang thanh, Bio ban gio ciing



hiém nguoi gip roi, con néu 1a Hoang kim nhan, Hai lam tha thi chic dén ca nghe tén cling chi c6 miy
nguo1 théi.” Trac Moc Cuong Ba khong kim duge ma nhé lai sdc lam tuyét dep éy, sdc lam nhan nhat
14p 16a anh bac, d6 14 sac mau ma bat cir hoa gia ndo ciing khéng thé pha ndi. Ban than Trac Moc

Cuong Ba cling khong biét phai miéu ta thé nao, chi c6 thé tan tung su ban an cua dai tu nhién ma thoi.

“Mudi nim hiém gap Hoang kim nhin, trim nim khong c6 Hai lam thi.” Trac Moc Cuong Ba
khong khoi nhé lai nhitng than ngao, bao ngao luu truyén trong 1oi ké cta nhirng cu gia du myc & cac
ving hoang vu noi ddu chan con nguoi hiém khi dit t6i. Hoang kim nhin va Hai lam tha déu 13 bién
chiing ctia chd ngao Tay Tang phd thong. Hoang kim nh chinh 13 tén goi d6i mat gia cta giong Thiét
phao kim; bén trén hai mit mot con ngao giéng Thiét phao kim con c6 hai ddm vang, thoat nhin trong
rt gibng ¢ thém mot d6i mat nira, tuc goi 1a Thiét phao kim boén mit. P61 mit gia ctia Thiét phio kim
binh thudng mau vang nhat hoic mau hat dé, con ca mau nau do nita, nhung c6 mot gidng bién ching,
cdp mat gia dy bién thanh mau vang kim, twong truyén con ngao loai niy sau khi truéng thanh thi to
hon cho ngao thuong mot bac, khoe vo cung, vudt nhu vudt ho, tiéng gﬁm nhu tiéng su tr. Pac biét la
cdp mit vang kim hét sirc ndi bat kia nhu twong trung cho than phén ton quy, 1 chd ngao tam thuong
trong thiy déu tu thu vudt cup mong ctii dau lan di, anh mat 16 rd vé nhan nhudng,

Hai lam thd thi 13 bién ching ctia Tuyét ngao. Tuyét ngao thong thudng toan than trang tuyén, con
nao 16ng t6t con anh 18n sac bang bac, goi 13 “nhudém bac anh tuyét”. Hai lam thu binh thudng khong
khac gi Tuyét ngao ca, diém ky di 1a khi n6 chay nhay duéi troi xanh miy tring, qua mot khoang thoi
gian, mau 16ng ctia nd s& dan bién thanh sic lam nhan nhat, khéng phai mau lam sau tham cta bién
khoi, ma 1a sac lam nhat ky di ctia nhitng ho nudc trén cao nguyén Thanh Tang dudi bau troi xanh, lai
cling giong nhu mau lam nhat anh 1én khi bang tuyét tich tu qua sau, qua day, dong thoi con 6ng anh sic
bac, rat nhat, nhung dep tuyét tran, boi thé nén co tén 1a Hai lam tha. Loi ban vé Hai lam tha trong
truyén thuyét 1a, giéng ngao nay thong linh, c6 thé doc hiéu ¥ nguoi, than thé nhe nhu 16ng nhan, chay
nhanh nhu gi6 khong dé lai dau chan trén tuyét, khong so' gia lanh bang tuyét, c¢6 thém tim dugc dudng
ra chinh xac trén ndi tuyét mi suwong, c6 thé pha bang xuéng nude tim thirc an, thuong lam toa ky Do
Mau va B Tét. Thé hinh ctia Hai lam thi nhd hon mot chut so v6i dong loai, thong thudng nhitng con
xay ra biét di déu 1a ngao cai, dia vi ctia chung trong long dan du myc gan nhu c¢6 thé so v&i Tt ky 1an
duoc, diém khac biét duy nhat chinh 1a Tir ky 1an chi xuat hién trong truyén thuyét, con Hai lam tha thi
ngau nhién ciing cd xuat hién trong hién thuc.

Trac Moc Cuong Ba con nhd, 1an dau tién nhin thdy Cuong Lap Mai Doa gi da ting kich dong run
rdy noi voi gido su Phuong Tan: “Hai lam tha! D6 12 Hai lam thu! Thay gido, thay thiy chua, d6 chinh
1a Hai lam tha, chiing khong chi xut hién trong truyén than thoai thoi dau. C6 Hai lam thd, thi cling s&
c6 Tur ky 1an!”

Trac Mgc Cuong Ba vira 161 minh tir hoi tre trd lai hién thuc, voi vang lién lac vo1 gido su



Phuong Tan; trong i luc ndy nhu mot dira tré dang ra cdu hoi danh d6 nguoi 1on vay:

“Thay gi4o, thiy doan xem chung t6i sap di kiém ai nio?”

“Kiém ai?” gido su Phuong T4n thoang ngan ra, roi lap tirc dap ngay: “Cuong Lap Mai Doa! Toi
d3 bao chd nay sao quen thé roi ma lai, cac cau sap di tim Hai lam thu dting khong?

Lir Canh Nam trong bd dam 18n tiéng hoi: “Chuyén gi thé? Cac anh di tham do xong r6i a?”

Doi truong HO Duong dap: “Phai, con dudng niy khong thé di duoc. Gid ching t6i s& di im mot
ngudi biét duong 1én nii, hy vong anh ta c6 thé gitip duge gi d6 cho ching ta.”

“Pugc 16i, chu ¥ an toan, nhd bao céo lai cho t61.”

Trén duong, Ma Bao nhic dén Cuong Nhat Pho Bac. “Tuy tinh khi c6 hoi ) quai mdt chut, nhung
anh ta 14 ngudi t6t. Anh ta dd nhiéu 1an gitp ching t6i tim lai i bo dé di lac, hon nira con cho chiing
t6i biét khu virc nao 1a nguy hiém, chd dat dé vao d6 chin tha. Ciing c6 khi ngudi trong lang trong thiy,
lac nao khong ¢ nguoi ngoai vao ndi, anh ta s& lang 1ing mdt minh di sdu vao trong nai.”

Lan nay thi Nhac Duong nghe 16 mo hiéu dugc mot nira, lién hdi: “Y cia anh 13, anh ta séng mot
minh trén nui?”’

M3 Béo gat dau. Nhac Duong kinh ngac thét 18n: “Mot minh thi séng lam sao duoc?”

Ma Béo néi: “Sao mdt minh lai khong séng duoc? Anh ta nuoi mot dan dé 16n, c6 mot can nha
ham to, dai khai mot nim ra khoi nai hai 1an, dung dé doi lay cac nhu yéu pham can ding. Mdi nim khi
cac dong chi bo doi dong & day dén thim ching t6i, ciing chudn bi cho anh ta mdt phan cac do dung
can thiét. Nguoi lang ching toi ciing déu séng nhu vy ca.”

Nhac Duong len 1én dwa mét nhin ngon nii tuyét khong 16, thim nhi, song mot minh & céi ving
lanh khing khiép nay 1am sao ma chiu ndi? Pén ca nguoi ndi chuyén ciing khéng co nita, thé thi c6 don
lanh 180 dén nhu thé nao ch.

Vira di Ma Bao vira ké mot s6 101 don vé Cuong Nhat Phd Bac nita, dugc chtrng nira tiéng déng
ho thi c¢6 xanh dudi chan thua dan, nhirng vién da cudi 16n bat dau nhiéu 1én, khi lanh tap vao mit
ngudi. Nhirng vién da cudi tron nhan hét sirc am udt, khong dé di chut ndo. Poi truong HO Duong lai
ngude nhin ndi tuyét, chi tay vao da, néi: “Nhin thdy chwa, nhirng tang da nay chimg t6 rang, tir rat 1au
rat lau trude ddy, song bang von phi kin ca khu vuc ma chiing ta dang dtng day, hién gio thi da rat 1én
phia trén kia roi.” Noi téi dy anh ta lai boi hoi cam khai, “Toi con nhé nam do, két qua khao sat song
bang cua chung toi1 1a, khong bao 1au nira, trén day Himalaya nay s€ khong con song bang nao nira.”

Cung v6i tiéng thd dai cta doi truong HO Duong, khong khi cang luc cang lanh hon. “Cuong Ba
thiéu gia, nhin kia!” Nhac Duong chi tay vao mdt mém nii xa xa. Mom nti den thui giéng nhu mot burc
tuong dung trén lung chirng ndi, bén dudi c6 may hang dong thién nhién; chd tay Nhac Duong chi vao
chinh 13 nhitng hang dong thién nhién ay.

Trac Moc Cuong Ba noi: “Unm, trong thdy roi. Toi nhé 1an trude dén ddy, thiy gido co ndi, diy



chic 13 noi c6 nhan thoi D6 d3 cii tig cur tra, nhung kiéu hang dong 16 thién thé nay dé bi pha hoai
13m, nén bén trong chic ching con gi nita ca. Huyén Pat Ma c6 rat nhiéu di chi Db d4 ci, ddy ciing 13
mot khi quan cu cua 6 nhan.”

Poi trudng H6 Duong ciing ndi: “Khong chi ¢ ddy ¢, ma bén bd song Kim Sa kéo dai tir cuc Tay
dén cuc Pong khu A Ly, nguyén mot vong cung tao boi mach nii Himalaya déu c6 nhitng hang dong
nham thach thé nay. Theo nhitng suy doan ban dau, vao thoi ky van minh nhan loai méi manh nha khoi
phat, diy Himalaya d4 trai qua mot thoi ky con ngudi song trong hang dong rat dai.”

“0” Nhac Duong hoi c¢6 chit that vong noi, “t6i con tuong day 1a do ngudi Qua Ba bo lai chu.”
Trac Moc Cudng Ba thim chin dong trong 10ng, xem ra khéng chi minh gi c6 suy nghi nhur thé.
Nhung v kién ctia Nhac Duong lai khién gi nghi dén mot ¥, ngudi Qua Ba va cb nhan thoi ky Do dé cii

trén cao nguyén Thanh Tang liéu c6 phai 13 ciing mot mach truyén thira, luu truyén nén vin minh
nguyén thily tir mot van nam trudc dén tan thoi hién dai ngy nay? Trong dau gi, chot hién ra canh
twong nhitng ngudi nguyén thily minh quan da th, tay cam gy g, dang vac vat sin trd vé, sau lung 1a
mdt dan... vin vén, sao lai xuat hién hinh anh nhu vay dugc nhi? Anh mit Trac Moc Cuong Ba tr¢ lai
v6i nhitng hang dong nham thach thién nhién den thui kia, hinh anh vira nay gidng nhu doan phim chiéu
lai, ga nhin thay rat rd rang, sau lung nhitng nguoi song trong hang dong Ay 1a... mot dan soi!

M3 Bao biét rat it vé ngudi nguyén thiy, van dan duong di trude, miéng ndi: “Vuot qua cira thung
liing trudc mit, di thém ntra tiéng nita 12 c6 thé trong thay nha cua Cuong Nhat Phd Bac roi.”

Gid & cira thung liing rat 1on, thoi rat ca mit, nai hai bén nhu hai ngudi khong 16 sirng siing dan
chéo chan vao nhau, va Itc nay bon ho phai di xuyén qua hai khic chan gac chong 1én nhau ay. Dot
nhién, gi6 dudng nhu manh hon, trong tiéng gi6 rit vii vii phang phat toat ra khi lanh rung minh, cam
giac nhin khong thdy, so khong duoc d6 khién ca bdn ngudi cing ding budc. Co khd run ray trong con
gi6 cudng loan, tra nhu ciing mudn 1an trén luc lugng than bi vo hinh kia.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba nham mat lai, dya vao truc gidc noi: “Co thir gi d6 dang tién vé phia chung
ta, toc d6 rat nhanh!” G4 vira noi dit 101 da nghe Nhac Duong kéu toang 1én, “Cuong Ba thiéu gia!
Can than!”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba mé to mat nhin thdy trong gi6 16e 1én mdt tia chdp mau xanh. ..

1. Chuyén kinh chuyén son: Mot trong nhitng nghi thirc kién thanh nhit ctia Tang truyén Phat gido, An Do gido va Ban gido. Tin d6 vira
bai lay vira di vong quanh ngon nui thin Cuong Nhan Ba Té (Giang Riponche). Tang truyén Phat gido va An D¢ gido chuyén son theo
chiéu kim dong hd; con Ban gido thi di theo chiéu nguoc lai.

2. YDS (Yosemite Decimal System): hé thong ding dé mé ta cac cap do kho cuia hoat dong leo tréo. Cap d6 5.12 1a cip d6 khé nhat va
chua ai thue su leo 1én duoc.

3. Gurla Mandhata: dinh niii cao nhat diy Nalakankar Himal, mot nhanh cua diy Himalaya.



Cuong Lap Mai Do6a

Khong ngudi nao nhin thdy né tir ddu dén, dén nhu thé nao, phang phat nhu dot nhién xuat hién tir
trong hur khong, tat ca déu chi trong thiy d6 1a mot ludng sang xanh chi ¢c6 & nhitng tia chép bo thang
vé phia Trac Moc Cuong Ba. Cai mi¢ng ha ra cia Nhac Duong vira méi ngam lai, do1 trudng Ho
Duong mot chin dit trude mot chin dit sau dang chudn bi vao tu thé phong ngwr, Ma Bao thi khong kip
c6 bat cr phan tmg ndo; trude ludng sang xanh lam ky di Ay, tat ca déu trd nén cham chap dén do tri
don. Khi moi ngud1 tir trong trang thai cham chap tri don éy hoi phuc lai binh thuong, thi luff)ng sang
xanh nhan nhat 4y da bo 1én ngudi Trac Moc Cuong Ba roi.

Pung vao khoanh khic luéng sang xanh d6 cham vao ngudi g, dot nhién xay ra bién doi, n6 bong
tr& nén mém mai nhe nhang, dong thoi ciing khong hat Trac Moc Cudng Ba ngd ngira ra dat, ma vira
v6i cham vao ngudi g, da 1ap tirc xoay nguoc lai. Khi ludng sang xanh lam 4y xoay chuyén, Nhac
Duong méi nhin rd, d6 13 mot con thii khong 16, ciing cting ltic d6 cam giac s¢ bat an va s¢ hai trong
1ong anh dang trao 1én vuot qua ndi hoang so trudc bat ctr hiém nguy ndo ma anh tirng trai qua. Boi vi
anh chot phat hién ra, néu ngudi ding d6 1a minh, bat ké 13 ban than phan Gng thé ndo, ciing khong thé
tranh khoi ¢ v vira roi ctia con thi mau lam dy.

Con thi 1on chay ra xa mudi miy mét voi toc do kinh nguoi, ri 1ap tirc chay nguoc trd lai, lao bd
vao Trac Moc Cuong Ba 1an nita, vira méi cham phai ngudi ga, nd lai 1ap tirc xoay minh, cr nhu vay
dén ba bon 1an, cudi cung m&i chiu dirng chan lai, ddt hai chan trude gac 1€n vai Trac Mgc Cuong Ba,
1& cai ludi dai cua minh ra, c6 hong phat ra nhitng tiéng thd hon hén ning né.

Bon Nhac Duong gid mdi nhin rd, d6 1a mot con Tuyét ngao rat 16m, lac dimng 1én gﬁn nhu cao
ngang bang Trac Moc Cudng Ba, bo 16ng dai thuan mot mau trang 1ap lanh anh bac, nhung vira ndy tai
sao ho lai nhin théy n6 mau lam? L& ndo 13 4o giac? Nhac Duong ngdm di nghi lai, d6 co ho khong
phai 13 mau lam, ma 14 mot thir mau sac anh chua ting thiy bao gio méi ding.

Chi thdy Trac Moc Cudng Ba vong tay 6m chit con Tuyét ngao, vudt ve méi 16ng c6 bom xom xda
tung ra cua nd, 16n tiéng cudi noi: “Cuong Lap, Cuong Lap, bé ngoan, bé ngoan! Con nhé tao ha!”
Con Tuyét ngao khong ngirng ding miii phat ra nhitng tiéng rit ngdn ma choi tai, duong nhu dang dap
lai Trac Moc Cuong Ba.

Nhin thay canh tuong nay, ca Nhac Duong 1an d6i trudng Ho Duong déu ngé ngudi ra, hét nhu lac
Truong Lap 1an dau tién trong thdy Trac Moc Cuong Ba ndi chuyén véi 1ii séi vay. Ca ngudi Trac
Moc Cuong Ba luc nay téa ra mdt sy than thiét la ky, do6 1a su than thiét ctia ban bé than hitu. Anh mat

éy, nu cuoi éy, tudng chirng nhu ho 1a anh em rudt thit da bi chia lia méy chuc nam rong, lai nhu mét



d6i vo chong gia da dit tay nhau cung di hét ca doi nguoi, hodc c6 thé noi 1a mdt cip sinh tir chi giao
cung séng sot trén chién trudng cling khong ngoa. Khi Trac Mdc Cuong Ba va con Tuyét ngao dy 6m
chat léy nhau, sy than thiét téa ra thim chi con khién ca 216 cling tré nén am ap han 1én, dung that 1a du
c6 hinh dung thé nao ciing khong qua dang. Poi truong H6 Duong khong chi kinh ngac trude su thay
d6i d6 cua Trac Moc Cudng Ba ma con Tuyét ngao kia ciing khién anh 1ay 1am chan dong. Anh ting
gip qua khong it chd ngao, trong hinh dung ctia anh, 1ii to dau dy lic ndo cling mit may u am, d6i mat
lac nao ciing Iir [ nhin nguoi ta, trong hét strc diing ménh néu khong thi ciing 1a mot bd mit cao ngao
ma hoang da, chir anh chua bao gio thiy chd ngao ciing c6 ltc diu dang tinh cam dén thé. Luc nay con
Tuyét ngao dang gac chan 1én vai Trac Moc Cuong Ba kia khong chi phat ra tiéng u & trong miii, ma
cai dau to tudng cua nd con khong ngimg co di co lai trén vai gi, gidng nhu mot thiéu nit day mot da
nhirng hon tai dang ké 1é ndi nhé nhung va tui thin cta minh véi tinh lang ma nagnf xa cach bao nam,
cho doi bao nam vay.

Mot ngudi mot chéd cir thé 6m chit nhau ru ri tha thi trong gi6 lanh mot héi 1au, ba nguo1 bén canh
thi do ra nhin. Ciing khong biét bao nhiéu lau sau, Trac Moc Cudng Ba mdi budng Cuong Lap ra, vudt
ve tran n6. Cuong Lap vuon c0, khoan khoai nhdm mét lai. Trac Moc Cuong Ba noi: “Pé tao gidi
thiéu vi may miy ngudi ban nhé, Cuong Lap. Ho déu 1a ban ciia tao ca." Ké do, trudc cap mit ky
quéi kho hiéu cua bon Nhac Duong, Trac Moc Cudng Ba hét strc trinh trong gidi thiéu tirg ngudi bon
ho cho Cuong Lap biét.

Pén luc nay, doi truong HO Duong cudi cung cling gip lai diéu bo ctia mot con chd ngao Tay Tang
ma anh xua nay van thudng thay. Khi nghe thiy tén bon ho, Cuong Lap chi khé mo mat liéc mot cai
hitng ho, bo dang éy, giéng nhu mot vi téng giam dde dang hudng thu dich vu massgage, bén canh c6
ngudi gidi thiéu nhitng nhan vién méi xem o thé thu dung hay khong vay, n6 chi khép ho mét, roi khe
khe€ gat dau. Nhac Duong bAt mdn noi: “Ai cha cha, nhin diéu bd né kia, uc a uc ich!” Cuong Lap dot
nhién trirng mat, hudng vé phia Nhac Duong nhe nanh ra. Nhac Duong thay thé giat thot minh. Ma Béo
dtng canh anh thi cang to ra kinh hoang hon, khong kim hdm ndi ma 1ui lai hai budc, néu khong phai
c6 doi truong HO Duong dua tay ra d&, suyt chat nita 6ng ta d ngd bod kénh ra dé roi.

Poi trudng H6 Duong cudi cudi ndi: “Nhitng con chd ngao Tay Tang toi tiing gip qua hau hét
déu nhu vy ca. Tang ngao trudng thanh than thé rat to 1on, diing manh khoe manh, hon nita thong
thuong ching déu gitr thai do thu dich va canh giac d6i vai ngudi la. Trong mét cua ching, ngudi binh
thuong cin ban khong phai d6i thu, vi vay chiing c6 tu cach dé kiéu ngao. Ngoai trir cht nhin ctia
chiing ra, muén duoc bon ching ton trong, trir phi cAu ciing phai ton trong lai chung, néu cau ding anh
mét nhin vat nudi dé nhin bon chung, Tang ngao ciing s€ nhin cau vo1 anh mét nhu nhin mot con vat
nudi thdi. Trong diéu bo va thai d6 ciia nd lc ndy, ching t6 rang nd da chap nhan cau roi, duong

nhién, day 1a do né mit Cudng Ba thiéu gia thoi.”



“Cuong Lap, cuong lap?” Nhac Duong khong tin, thir goi hai ba tiéng. Cuwong Lap ngoanh mit di
chd khac, dén nhin cling khong thém nhin Nhac Duong léy mdt 1an.

Trac Moc Cuong Ba thay sac miat Ma Bao tai mét, lo lang hoi: “Anh khong sao chir?”

Trén gwong mat Ma Bao hién ra vé kho xtr: “Dén day thi anh tu tim dudng duoc khong?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba durra mét nhin xung quanh, doan noi: “T4t nhién, chd nay da gan cin nha nho
ctia Cuong Nhat 1dm rdi. Néu anh c6 chuyén gi phai 1am thi khéng can dua ching t6i di nita, ching toi
c6 thé ty tim dudng vé.” Nhin sic mit ciia Ma Bao, Trac Moc Cuong Ba lién an Gi mﬁy cau.

Ma Bao can trong liéc nhin Cuong Lap mdt cai, do du gidy 1at, rdi cudi cung cling ndi: “Vay, vay
to1 dua mo1 nguoi dén day thoi, cac vi nhd can than déy.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba va d6i truong H6 Duong bét tay tam biét Ma Bao, t6 ¥ cam on.

Sau khi M2 Bao di, Cuong Lap d6t nhién md bing mat, chui ra khoi vong tay Trac Moc Cudng
Ba, chay vai buédc roi ngoanh dau nhin lai, ké do lai chay thém hai budc nira, roi lai ngoanh dau, tiép
d6 thi lién tung bon chan 18n, chay vt di nhu mot con gid.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba nhin bong lung Curong Lap dan bién thanh mot 4ng miy xanh lam trong gi6
ni, mim cudi noi: “Bi thoi, nd da khong chd doi duge ma dem tin ching ta dén ddy néi véi Cuong
Nhat Pho Bac roi.”

Nhac Duong nhin theo bong Ma Bao, 14y 1am ky quai hoi: “Anh ta sao vay nhi?”

Poi trudng H6 Duong lac dau: “Khong biét nira.”

Nhac Duong va doi truéng HO Duong con tudng cin nha cia Cuong Nhat Pho Bac ¢ ngay phia
trude, ai ngd ndi 16n dudng xa, ho phai di thém muoi my dam(1) dudng nita mdi di hét duge khe
nai. Pén day khung canh phia trudc bdng dung trai rong, may xanh ngat chin troi, dong co ngai xanh
rop trong nhu tham co trén san van dong, can nha da xay tir da cudi va d4t Ca Pat ndm & bén kia déng
c6 xanh, sau nha ¢6 miy chuc gbc cay bi don vay thainh mot vong 16n. Co diéu Nhac Duong phat hién
ra trong hang rao ay khong c6 gi hét, ca bai co ciing khong thdy bo dé dau.

Pén trude nha, chi théy trén canh cira gd c6 v& mit tring mit troi va ky hiéu Ung trong, bau ctra
rat thip. Bén trong vang vong ra tiéng cho stia, khong phai tiéng “odc odc” ma 1a tiéng “umumum...”,
roi sau do trong nha c6 nguoi noi: “Cudong Ba, cau lai dén rdi!” Giong n6é1 manh mé trAm hung, khi
trung day du.

May ngudi bon Nhac Duong giat minh ngac nhién, khong ngd nguoi trong nha lai biét day 1a Trac
Moc Cuong Ba, 18 ndo con Tuyét ngao tén 13 Cuong Lap kia da c6 thé trd chuyén v&i con nguoi roi,
bang khéng ngudi ¢ trong nha 1am sao biét dugce ngudi dén 1a Trac Moc Cudng Ba co chir? Trac Moc
Cudng Ba ciing hoi: “A qué, lam sao anh biét 13 toi thé?”

Mot guong mit troi cudi xudt hién noi cira, gwong mit ngudi ndy trang ma an sac hong, vai lon

toc ro1 bu chia ra bén dudi chiéc mii 16ng cdo, nhitng nép nhdn trén mat rat sau, nhung hai mat c6 than,



mai toc den mudt, nhin khong ra 1 bao nhiéu tudi. Ngudi ndy bén ngoai khoac mot chiée 4o vai Pho
L& mau xanh phi thiy vién da bao bé sat nguoi, dng tay trai bude ¢ hong, dng phai vat trén vai, roi
dung day tét bo chit chiéc 4o coc bang da dé non bén trong lai, trén that lung gidt mot thanh dao dai.
Pay chinh 1a Cuong Nhat Pho Bac, bd trang phuc ay va thanh dao dai c6 phac khién ngudi dan 6ng
mit do6 cao hon mét sau ndy trong cang giéng ngudi vo 1am hon.

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac noi: “C6 thé khién Cuong Lap vui vé thé, ngoai cdu ra thi con ai vao day
duoc nira.” Chi théy Cuong Lap tho dau ra bén canh 6ng quﬁn Cuong Nhat Phd Bac, cap mét 16n mé
to nhin ca dam nguo1 nhu do xét, mot thoang sau no lai rat dau vé, roi chenra & phia bén kia, trong
chang khac nio mdt co bé thong minh lanh loi ma lai hay x4u ho ca.

Mic du 14n trude khéng muron duge Cuong Lap, nhung ¢ chung véi nhau nira nam, Trac Moc
Cuong Ba va Cuong Nhat Phd Bac d3 thanh d6i ban than thiét, ca can nha béng da nay cling c6 mot
nura 1a do gd dung nén.

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac dtng tranh ra nhuong duong, ndi: “Nao, mau vao nha ngdi di.”

Cin nha bang d4 nay rat ky quai, khéng c6 cira so, trong nha tdi om, gitta ban ngay ban mit ciing
phai dbt dén dau bo; cira rat thap, dén ca Nhac Duong ciing budc phai khom ngudi méi chui vao
duoc, Trac Moc Cudng Ba gan nhu 13 phai ngdi xom méi vao trong duoc. Trong nha lai dot nhién
rong mé thénh thang, chinh gitra 1a mot cai 10 sudi, bén trén dat chau nudc nong, trong chau dat mot
cai vo, cling khong rd bén trong dung gi nira.

Duéi anh sang vang vot ctia ngon dén dau, do dac nong cu virt lung tung thanh tirng dong bira bon
trong nha, trén dau treo nhitng tang thit siy ddim m&, bon birc vach déu den bong ca 1én, mau den do bi
khoi dau hun. Nigoai ra cht nhan con dung day thirng xau rat nhiéu miéng trong nhu miéng tra banh treo
1én tudng, mot chiéc van dai vira 1am giuong lai vira 1am ghé ngdi, chin ném bira bai rach rudi nhu bi
cho cin xé, bén canh giwdng c6 mot tAm tham hinh tron kha sach s& gon gang, nhung d6 1a chd ngi cta
Cuong Lap. Cuong Lap vira vao phong lién nam bo 18n trén d6, chi md cip mit to tron ra nhin cham
cham vao Trac Mdc Cudng Ba ma khong chdp 1ay mot cai.

Nhin déng quan 4o chat day mot nha, Nhac Duong khong biét phai ngdi xudng chd ndo nita, quay
sang nhin Cudng Ba thiéu gia, chi thiy g don quin 4o sang bén canh thanh mt déng rdi tiy tién ngdi
ludn 1én giuvong. Thay thé, anh cling nhit quan 4o 18n, chon mot cai ghé dau ngdi xuéng. Cuwong Nhat
vo mot dong dd linh tinh ném hét ca 1én giuwdng, rat ghé dau ra, roi mo nap cai vo dang dit trong chau
nudc, mui rugu thom lirng 1ap tirc x0c vao miii, thi ra anh dang ham ruou.

Poi trudng H6 Duong ndi véi Nhac Duong, ¢ dy 1a ving cao lanh gia, khach dén tham thudng
phai di qua gi6 rét, vi vay dao dai khach 1a 1ay ruou thay tra, udng vira am long vira 4m byng,

Cuong Nhat ldy ra bon cai chén tra to, rot day bon chén rugu dua cho bon Trac Moc Cuong Ba va

Nhac Duong, vira dua rugu vira lam bam néi gi do, giong nhu dang niém chu, lai cling giong nhu dang



khe khé hat.

Nhac Duong nhé mang mang rang thir rugu dai khach ndy phai uéng ba ngum trude, nhung khong
duoc udng hét, ngoanh dau nhin sang thiy Cudng Ba thiéu gia ciing khéng mot hoi udng hét, nhung
ngum rugu clia g trong rd 1 16n, vay 1a anh chang ciing bat chudc 1am mot ngum to. Vira nuét ngum
ruou Xuéng, Nhac Duong tirc khic cam théy nhu co6 cuc than h@)ng & co hong, bung nhu c¢6 ltra dot
phing phirng, kho ndi lai khong phun ra duoc, gwong mit 1ap tirc bi don & d6 bung 1én. Chang ngd day
lai khéng phai ruou gao thong thudng, ma manh nhu 1a Thiéu Pao Tir hay Nhi Oa Pau vay.

Vira thiy b dang khong ngirng ha hoi xua tay lia lia dén 1a tirc cuoi ctia Nhac Duong, miy ngudi
trong nha déu cudi pha 18n, ca Cuong Lap ciing nheo nheo mit, cam dudi gt gu, twa nhu mdt chd méo
dang nhoén miéng cudi vay. doi truong H6 Duong néi: “Day khong phai rugu Thanh Khoa dau. Chd
ndy 1 ving cao lanh gia, nguoi ta thich uéng ruou manh, nghe noi ndng d6 18n dén bay muoi phan
tram, gan nhu 14 con con gi. Cau tudng cau uéng gioi nhu Cudng Ba chac!”

Nét mit Cuong Nhat Pho Bac 16 ra vé dic y: “Pay chinh 1a rugu A Thir Cat dugc nhic dén trong
lich sir d6, ngoai kia ngudi ta van ndi phwong phap u ruou duogc truyén tir A rap vao Tay Tang, ky
thuc O tién ching t6i da biét ky nghé ché tao men rugu tir trude thoi Puong roi. Trong tién Tay Tang
co, A thtr ¢ nghia l1a nhua cay, thor rugu nay von 1a dung nhya cay va mat ong pha tron lai ma u thanh,
nhung ¢ day khong c6 mat ong, t61 dung thir khac dé thay thé, thanh ra manh hon céc loai rugu khac
mot chat.”

Nhac Duong khong ddam udng thém nita, than thé anh gid da nhu bi bao boc trong lira nong roi.
Cuong Nhat Pho Bac ciing khong dé t Am chuyén d6, quay sang ndi chuyén thud xua vai Trac Moc
Cudng Ba, roi chuyén vao chii dé chinh: “Noi di, muc dich 1an ndy cdu dén day 1a gi.”

Trac Mgc Cuong Ba dap: “Tu ky lan.”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac tron tron mat, cudi 10 ca ring dwa mét nhin Cuong Lap, rdi lai quay sang
nhin Trac Mdc Cuong Ba: “Cu van tin 1a... c6 Hai lam thu, thi nhét dinh c6 Tu ky lan a?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba noi vdi giong khang dinh: “Lan nay nhat dinh 13 t6i s& tim duoc.”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac ndi: “Téi ¢ thé giup gi duoc cho cau? Chic khong phai cdu mudn dem
Cuong Lap ctia toi... no da qua tudi d6 rdi ma?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba ngan ngudi, roi pha 1én cudi ngay sau d6. Ga biét, Cuong Lap chic 1a da
hon mudi 1am tudi, tinh theo tudi tho clia chd ngao, nd da thudc loai 1o trung nién, hién nhién 14
Cuong Nhat cho ring g mudn dé Cuong Lap giao phdi véi Tir ky 1an, nhung Cuong Lap d3 qua tudi
sinh dé roi. Trac Moc Cudng Ba noi: “Chuyén niy ké ra thi phirc tap 1am, t6i chi c¢6 thé ni v6i anh
mot cach don gian thé nay, chiing t6i muén 1én nai.”

Nu cuo1 cua Cuong Nhat Pho Bac lap tirc bién mat; “Khong thé nao, Tt ky 1an khong thé séng

trén ni tuyét dugce.”



Trac Moc Cudng Ba gt dau: “Toi biét thé, noi chiing t6i can phai dén, c6 1& khong phai trén dinh
ndi tuyét, chung 61 doan do c6 18 13 mot dia phuwong gin gidng nhu khu vuc cu tra ctia nguoi Pat M4,
noi d6 c6 méi truong thich hop cho Tir ky 1an sinh tdn. Nhung ching t6i khong tim dugc dudng 1én
ndi, nghe n6i anh 1a nguoi duy nhat biét con duong do.”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac sa sim nét mit néi: “Toi khong dan cau 1én nii dau.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba cubng 1én: “Tai sao vay, a qua?”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac néi: “Cau ciling biét roi day, Lap Chan chinh vi din ngudi khac 1én noi tuyét,
thé nén than nti mGi thu hon phach co Ay lai, d6 1a sy trimg phat d6i véi t6i. Tir dao d6 tro di toi da
thé rang, bat ké 1a ai vi bat ké nguyén nhan gi, t6i cling khong dan ngudi nao 1én nii tuyét nita.” Trac
Moc Cuong Ba nhiu may, thim tinh todn xem nén lam thé nao dé cdi bo gat thit trong 1ong ndy ctia
Cuong Nhat Pho Bac. Luc nay, doi truong HO Duong chot cét tiéng: “Thuc ra, ching t6i khong chi di
tim Tt ky 1an khong thoi, ching tdi con dai dién cho nha nudc di tim kiém mot ngoi chua di bién mat
trong lich str, nd rat c6 thé 1a phuc tang 16n nhat & TAy Tang...” d6i trudng H6 Duong von dinh loi
dung Bac Ba La than miéu than bi dé danh dong Cuong Nhat Phd Bac. Khong ngo anh vira noi thé,
Cuong Nhat da cuoi gé‘m lanh 180 noi1: “Bac Ba La! Vay cang khong thé dugc, Bac Ba La chi nén ton
tai & n oi dang ton tai, khong thé dé nguoi khac quay nhidu. Cuong Ba, 1an nay thi bat ké 1a cau co 1y
do gi, t6i cling tuyét d6i khong dan cac cdu 1én nai dau!”

Nhac Duong thim nhii: “Hong bét rdi, doi trudng H6 Duong so sudt qua, Cuong Nhat Pho Bac 1a
ngudi duy nhat biét duong 1én nai, ndi khong chirng nhirng ngudi dén tim anh ta trudce ddy da it nhiéu
tiét 10 chuyén lién quan dén Bac Ba La than miéu, thé nay ding 14 khéo qué thanh ra vung, c6 thé ca
Cudng Ba thiéu gia ciing bi ngudi ta coi 1a thang lira bip roi!” Mot ¥ nghi 16e 1én trong dau, anh lién
gi¢ ngay chiéu sat tha: “Cht Cuong Nhat a, Cuong Ba thiéu gia 1a Thanh st ddy, truéc day ching t6i
cting khong biét, Thanh s déy!” Anh trinh trong nhan manh thém mot 1an nita.

Khong ngd, Cuong Nhat Pho Bac dap hét sirc dirt khoat: “Toi mic xéc cu ta 1a cai gi su, cho du
cau ta 12 khdm sai dai than, toi da noi 1a khong thi tirc 1a khong.”

Nhac Duong ngan ngudi, khong ngd cai danh Thanh st ddy lai khong c6 cong dung gi & ddy hét.

Cuong Lap dudng nhu cam nhan dugc diéu gi d6, ct ngoanh di ngoanh lai hét nhin chil nhin cua
n6 rdi lai nhin Trac Moc Cudng Ba, hai ngudi déu tram ngam, khong cudi, khién no ciing khong biét
phai lam sao. Dot nhién nd nhom day, co co vao chan Cuong Nhat, léy dau hbc hac 1én, rdi rén u
nhu thé tai than 1am. Cuong Nhat Phd Bac vudt ve dau con ché, thé dai noi véi Trac Moc Cuong Ba:
“T6i tin 12 cdu di tim Tt ky 14n.” Anh ta lai quay sang nhin d6i trudng H6 Duong va Nhac Duong;
“Bon ho di tim Bac Ba La...” Cuong Nhat ngung lai mot thodng, doan néi tiép: “C6 diéu toi van phai
nhac nhd cdu, Bac Ba La trong truyén thuyét bi Pao quan Anh sang dem gidu di 13 ¢6 nguyén nhan day.
Tuy réng Than miéu va Huong Ba La thanh dia tugng trung cho thé luc c6 thé thoa man tat ca duc



vong ctia nhan loai, nhung ciu ciing ché cd quén, phia sau tai san vo tin an chira 101 nguyén hiy diét
tit ca do, cau co duoc bao nhiéu thi s& mit di biy nhiéu. Trén doi nay khong co tién tai tir trén troi roi
xudng, cling khong thé chi ctr 4o tudng ra 1a thoa man duge.”

Hai mét Trac Moc Cuong Ba sang bung 1én, voi hoi don: “Anh ciing biét Bac Ba La va Pao quan
Anh sang. Anh biét dugc nhitng gi?”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac cudi khay mot tiéng: “Nhitng gi toi biét, chi so con nhiéu hon nhitng gi cau
nghi nhiéu d6.”

Trac Mgc Cuong Ba noi: “Cod thé cho toi biét mot sd chuyén vé Bac Ba La ma anh biét khong?”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac tram tu, Trac Moc Cuong Ba len 1én dua mit liéc nhin Cuong Lap, Cuong
Lap lai co co vao dui Cuong Nhat ninh not, miéng rén “u u u”, roi ngéng dau lén, cap mét nhin dén
t6i, phang phat nhu dang cau xin: “Noi cho anh 4y di, n6i cho anh 4y di.” Nhac Duong va doi truéng
Ho6 Duong nhin ma tron tron mat 1én, trong 1ong 1ay 1am kinh hai, duy chi ¢6 Trac Moc Cudng Ba biét
rd thé ndo goi 1 chd ngao thong linh, thé ndo goi 1a c¢6 thé doc duoc ¥ ngudi, ddy chinh 1a linh ngao
Hai lam thu!

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac khé gb nhe 1én dau Cuong Lap, doan néi: “Con nhoc nay, ding tudng & d6
dau may cudi mat véi cdu ta ma tao khong thay nhé, chang I8 tao lai khong biét tim tu may hay sao?”

Cuong Lap lai kéu 1én hai tiéng “t, G, ndm rap xudng dat, hai chin trude 6m dau to vé oan tc
1am, cdp mit den dao tron mot vong. Cuong Nhit Phd Bac gio tay 1am bd gd cho nd phat nira, Cuong
Lap voi nhan lc anh ta khéng chuan bi, da tot 1én givdong nap bén canh Trac Moc Cuong Ba, rdi 18 le
ludi, lam mat quy véi chu nhan.

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac khong biét 1am sao, danh cudi ming: “D6 phan boi.” Cuong Lap lai kéu “u
u”, géi ludn dau 1én dui Tréac Moc Cuong Ba, vuon ¢6 ra, nheo nheo mét nhu thé mudn noi, “ong lam
gi t6i dugc ndo,” rdi cir nam yén thé dé Trac Moc Cuong Ba vudt 16ng cho minh.

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac duong nhu phai ha quyét tAm rat 1on, cudi cing méi cat tiéng: “Thoi dugc
161, c6 mot s thir, von 1a t6i dinh mang theo Xuéng mo, gid thi... Cuong Ba, t61 hoi cau, tdim ndm
trude cau dén day dung 12 vi Cuong Lap chtr?” Cuong Lap vira nghe nhic dén minh, v6i mé mit ra,
dung tai 18n 1ang nghe.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba nira gian nira cuéng noi: “Anh hoi thé 13 y gi? Tam nam trudc, dén ca Bac

'7’

Ba La la cai gi t61 con chéng biét nira 1a Cuong Nhat Pho Bac gat gat dau: “Moi nguoi co biét Pao
quan Anh sang 1a gi khong?”

1. Dam (Iy) Trung Qudc: bang 0,5 km.



Tin ngudng cua nguoil Qua Ba.

Trac Mgc Cuong Ba gat dau, Cuong Nhat cuoi khd néi: “Ddi quan manh nhét clia vuong triéu
Thd Phén, khong ngo lai khong dé lai ghi chép gi trong bt clr van thu lich sir ndo, khuc khuc, that 1a
khién ngudi ta khong thé tin noi phai khong!” Noi téi day, anh ta lai hoi, “Cac cau biét duoc nhitng gi
vé Pao quan Anh sang r6i?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba dua mit nhin d6i truéng HO Duong, 16i ké dai khai mot lugt nhirng gi gi biét
vé Pao quin Anh sang. Cuong Nhat Pho Bac khong ngirng git dau, sau d6 néi: “Xemra cac cau da ton
rat nhiéu cong suc déy, khong ngo khai quat dugc rat nhiéu tu liéu nhu thé. Vay con bd toc Qua Ba thi
$a0, cac cau tim hiéu dén dau roi?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba sip xép lai cac ¥ nghi trong dau, roi bat dau ké tir muoi tdm tiéu bang cu tra
trong cac dong da cua Twong Hung, ké cho Cuong Nhat Pho Bac nhitng gi gd biét vé Qua Ba toc.
Cuong Nhat lang 1€ léng nghe, c6 Iic lai mim cuo1 té vé tan thudng, do1 Trac Moc Cuong Ba nodi hét,
anh ta m&i noi: “Co thé thu thap dugc nhiéu thong tin hitu dung nhu thé trong cac cau chuyén than thoai
va nhitng manh vyn cua lich str, nhét dinh 14 cac ciu da phai tra gia rat 1on. Nhung t61 ¢6 mot nghi van,
cac cau biét tuong dbi nhiéu vé lai lich cta bd toc Qua Ba, lich str qua do thanh Pao quan Anh sang
va ca phuong thirc sinh hoat ctia ho, nhung con tin ngudng ctia ho, duong nhu khong dé cap gi dén thi
phai?” Trac Moc Cudng Ba ngip ngiing do dy, mic du gi nghe cha minh suy doan vé tin ngudng cua
Pao quan Anh sang, nhung gi khong dam khang dinh, vi vay nén ciing khong noi ra.

“Tin ngudng?” Nhac Dwong ngd vuc hoi, “Quan nhan chang phai 13 chi can phuc ting ménh 1énh
tho1 hay sao?”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac néi: “Chd quén rang, quan nhan trude tién ciing 1a con ngudi. Thoi ¢o dai,
trén cao nguyén nay c6 thé nodi 1a ngudi nguoi déu cé tin ngudng. Chang nhirng vay, tin ngudng ctia ho
con vo cung kién dinh, duoc khic sau vao linh hon va xuong cbt, bat clr ngudi nao ciing khong thé
thay d6i dugc, ca quan nhan ciing khong ngoai 1. Trong quan do6i Tho Phon, c6 mot chirc trach chuyén
biét goi 1 quan tin, chinh 13 t& su Ban gido trong quan doi. Boi toan du doan hung cat, chiéu tap céac
vong hon sau chién tran, ngdm tung dé binh 6n 1ong quan, ddy chinh 13 cong viéc cua quan tan.”

Nhac Duong git gii néi: “Noéi nhu vy thi tin ngudng ctia Pao quan Anh sang hdi d6 12 Ban gido
phai khong?”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac noi: “Chinh xac, lac d6 trong quan doi da phan déu tin tho Ban gido, nhung
Pao quan Anh sang thi... C6 thé néi 1a phai, ma ciing c6 thé noi 1a khéng phai.”

“C6 thé noi 1 phai, ma ciing c6 thé ndi 1a khong phai?” Nhac Duong giat ban minh rung dong,



kinh ngac thét 18n, “Chang 1& Pao quan Anh sang ay vira tin thd Ban gido, lai ciing tin tho ca Phat gido
nita! Bon ho theo mot tin ngudng dung hop nam giira hai t6n gido nay?”

Pay 1a 1an dau tién Cuong Nhat Pho Bac chil y quan sat ki ludng anh chang trong c6 vé vo wu vo
lo ndy. Cuong Lap ciing liéc mat 1én nhin Nhac Duong mét cai, c6 diéu thai do 4y to rd sy dé biu coi
thuong, Cuong Nhat 1ai noi tiép: “Phan trng nhanh 14m, xem ra céc ciu cling tim hiéu dugc mot sb
chuyén vé mit nay rdi, c6 diéu noi vay ciing khong hoan toan dung. B tdc Qua Ba dé, ho ¢o tin
ngudng cua riéng minh, dé 12 mot thir tin ngudng ma ching ta goi 1a Vu giao nguyén thuy.”

“Vu gido nguyén thiy?” Nét mit doi truong H6 Duong va Trac Moc Cudng Ba tré nén cham chu,
day 1a 1an dau tién ho nghe thay cach goi nhu vay.

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac gat dau: “Pung thé, tin ngudng nay sinh vao thud nén vin minh cia con
ngud1 mdi manh nha phat trién, ndi non song sudi, sim chdp mua gid, tham chi ca cay co hoa 14, chim
bay thu chay ciing déu t6n 1am than linh hét, thir gi cling stng béi, thtr gi ciing ton kinh. Ciing c6 thé coi
thr ton gido ndy nhur 13 hinh thirc so dang ctia Ban gido, mii cho tdi sau nay khi t6 su Ban gido Tan
Nhiéu xuat thé, 6ng ta mdi thdng nhit va sip xép dia vi ctia cac than linh, hé thong hoa, quy pham hoa
t6n giao nguyén thiy ban dau, Ban gido vé sau mdi hinh thanh. Puong nhién, ciing c6 ngudi néi, Ban
gi4o 1a tir Ba Tu truyén vao Pai Thue(1), réi sau d6 méi tir Pai Thuc truyén vao cao nguyén Thanh
Tang, nhung gia thiét ny lai thiéu chimg ctr xac thuc, chi c6 thé noi 1a hai tin ngudng tuong tu nhau
ma thoi. C6 diéu theo quan diém cua tdi, ngudi nguyén thity da phian déu sung bai séng nii tir nhién
duong nhién 12 phai twong tu nhau roi.”

Nhac Duong néi: “Néi vay thi lich sir cua toc Qua Ba ay chang phai 14 vo cling xa xua hay sao?”

“Pjiéu do thi tat nhién,” Cwong Nhat Pho Bac noi. “Muoi tam tiéu bang cu tra trong dong nham
thach & Tugng Hung, do da 1a chuyén sau khi bo tdc Qua Ba bi sa sut roi. TUr thoi trude khi Tugng
Hung lap nudc, bo tdc Qua Ba éy da tirng ton tai, déng tho1 con c6 mot do huy hoang. Puong nhién,
trong cac van kién lich st chiing ta khong thé tim dugc nhitng tu liéu xa xua nhu thé, vay nhung, trong
cac cau chuyén than thoai thi van con sét lai vo s6 hinh bong cua bo toc do. Bo toc Qua Ba bon ho co
than linh dic biét cua riéng minh, bén canh d6 c6 ca lanh tu ton gido nira, co6 diéu mudn noi cho rd
rang, trudce tién phai bt dau tir lai lich cua ho di. Trude khi bon ho tré thanh mudi tam tiéu bang séng
trong hang dong nham thach ctia vuong triéu Tuong Hung, ngugc dong lich sir vé dén thoi vién c6 xa
xua, ¢ thé truy dén khoi ngudn cua toc Tang...”

Anh ta dua mat liéc sang Trac Moc Cudng Ba, noi tiép: “Ké tir khi Ma nit va khi sinh ha doi
sau... thoi ky Tt toc, Cudng Ba, cau biét khong?” Trac Moc Cudng Ba nhu dang ngim nghi gi do, gat
gat dau, Cuong Nhat Pho Bac cam khai tiép 10i: “Toi nghi, c¢6 18 d6 ciling 1a thoi ky huy hoang nhét cua
b0 toc Qua Ba...”

Nhac Duong khong hiéu hai ngudi ho dang noi chuyén gi, lién 1én tiéng hoi: “Thoi ky T toc 1a gi



vay?”’

Trac Moc Cudng Ba dap: “Moi ngudi déu biét Tay Tang ching t6i 6 mdt cdu chuyén rat ndi
tiéng vé khdi nguyén ctia nhan loai, truyén ké rang trong nti ¢ mdt Ma nit va mot con khi khit khao tu
thanh chinh qua da két hop v61 nhau, sinh ha dugce sau con khi con, sau con khi nay chinh la to tién xa
xua nht cta loai ngudi. Vé sau con chau ctia chiing cr sinh s6i ndy nd mdi lic mot nhiéu, cudi cliing
da thanh bdn b lac 16n, cling chinh 14 bon dong huyét thong 16n cta ngudi Tang. Thoi ky 4y, con goi
1a thoi ky T toc, tuu trung 1a cach chung ta bao nhi€u doi thi khong 1o, € 1a con xa xua hon ca thoi ky
Tam hoang Ngii ¢é ma ai ai cling biét d6. Toi trudc nay van nghi d6 chi 12 mdt cau chuyén than thoai
ma thoi, co diéu gio nghi lai, tinh chan thuc ctia cau chuyén d6, so rang ciing twong tu nhu truyén
thuyét vé Tam hoang Ngii dé vay.”

Nhac Duong hiéu ra, git gii: “Ciing c6 nghia 13, thoi ky ay dich thuc ¢ ton tai, chi 1a mot s6
nguoi va sy vu da bi than thoai hoa va phong dai 1én ma théi.”

Poi trudng H6 Duong ndi: “Khong phai chir, tdi con nhé trong cac tu liéu hdi trude doc thiy ghi
13 sau con khi con 4y vé sau thanh sau dan toc, hon nita dén ca tén ctia cac dan toc Ay ciing khong hé
twong dong. Toi chi nhd c6 mot toc Pang thdi, chang hiéu d6 c¢6 phai 12 tién to cta ngudi Pang Hang
khong nira.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba lac dau: “T6i biét, diéu anh vira ndi d6 13 ndi dung chép trong dién tich cua
Phat gido, con diéu toi n6i 12 ndi dung duogc nhic dén trong cudn kinh sach c¢6 ¢ nha toi co.”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac lai noi: “Theo nhitng diéu ghi chép trong séch c6, bon ching ngudi & Tay
Tang lan lugt 1a Tu toc, Muc toc, Déng toc va Pong tdc. Tur thoi ky d6 bon ho da bt dau tin theo Vu
gido nguyén thily, goi thong Iinh tdi cao ctia bd lac 1a Ban Ba. Ban Ba c6 nghia 1a dai vu su, 13 1anh tu
tinh than ctia ngudi cd dai. Cach xung hd nay van con giir lai dugc dén giai doan trudce khi cac vuong
qubc méi ndi 18n nhu Tuong Hung, Tho Phon 1ap nuée.”

Nhac Duong khong hiéu hoi: “Pau c6 nghe thiy tén Qua Ba tdc nhi, chuyén nay thi c6 quan hé gi
vO1 ho?”

Cuong Nhat Phd Bac dap: “Sau khi tho1 ky Tu tdc két thic, dua theo than thoai truyén thuyét thi
xuit hién M3 Tang ctru toc, sau do chia tach thanh hai muoi lam tiéu bang, vé sau lai thanh muoi hai
tiéu bang, bdn muoi tiéu bang, ¢ 1€ déy 1a thoi ky chién loan, xuat hién v6 sd bd toc nhd chinh phat
1an nhau. Nhitng tiéu bang nay déu 1a cac dan tdc va bo lac khong 1€ thudc, trong nd1 bo da bat dau
xuét hién vurong va than, ching qua 1a cing v6i sy d6i doi ctia lich str, tén tudi cua cac chung toc Ay
déu da troi di hét ca roi, khong thé nhat nhit truy ngugc vé cin nguyén cdi ré duge. Ching ta chi ¢6
thé suy doan, bo tdc Qua Ba chinh 1a hau du¢ ctia mot trong bon bo toc thoi ky dau, c6 18 1a tiéu bang
sot lai sau khi b toc nao do suy bai roi giai thé, thudc vao nhém hai muoi 1am tiéu bang.”

Nhac Duong thac mac: “Tai sao lai no1 nhu vay?”



Cuong Nhat n6i: “Boi vi tin ngudng cua ho, bd toc Qua Ba thd phung Tt dai Vu vuong kiét XuAt
nhét trong lich st bdn bd tdc, tén hiéu ctia bén nguo1 nay lan luot 13 Dang Ban Ba, Trai Ban Ba, Dong
Ban Ba va Mac Ban Ba. Tin ngudng niy cung voi thoi quen séng chung véi soi ciia bd toc Qua Ba, ¢6
1& 1a da c6 tir khi bd toc niy ra doi hodc tham chi tir trudc d6 va kéo dai mai cho dén ngay nay. Tuong
truyén nim xuwa Tang vuong Tung Tan Can B6 di tén bon toa Tran Bién miéu thanh Tt phuong miéu,
chinh 13 vi lya theo tin ngudng ctia Pao quan Anh sang d6. V& sau rat nhiéu ngudi Qua Ba gia nhap
Pao quan Anh sang dé dap (mg yéu cau cua chién tranh, bon ho lai chon ra trong nhiéu ton gio khéac
nhau mot vi than linh ¢ strc phéa hoai manh mé nhat dé 1am chién than cho minh, tién Phan goi la Ma
Hé Tha La. Ky thwe d6 chinh 13 Pai Tu Tai Thién trong Phat gido. Trong An D6 gido, Ma Hé Thi La
chinh 13 than hily diét Shiva. Ngai s¢ hitu strc manh c6 thé hily diét tit thay, co thé thanh tay toan bo vii
tru nay, cho du vé sau dugc Phat g1a0 hép nap, ngai cling s¢ hiru sttcc manh khong thua gi Thich Ca
Mau Ni, mdt minh dc 1ap véi cac chu thién than Phat khac. Ngoai ra con mot diém ky quai nira, trudc
khi sé hitu chién ngao, totem hay than thi ma ho stng bai khéng phai soi, ma 1a mot sinh vat gan gidng
nhw ran, trong truyén 1a hinh dang nhu ran ma biét bay luon. Tin ngudng ndy ciing ton tai ca trong Ban
gi4o nita, chinh vi thé, khi con rong & Trung Nguyén truyén vao Tay Tang, méi dugc ngudi Tang chap
nhan nhanh chong.” Noi toi day, Cuong Nhat Pho Bac ding lai giy lat, doan tiép 101, “Nhitng gi toi
biét vé tin nguong va lich sir bo toc Qua Ba dai khai chi c6 vay, xét cho cung thi su ton tai cia Pao
quan Anh sang va bo toc Qua Ba xwra na van 1a mot diéu vo cung thian bi.”

Ba ngudi ngo ngic nhin nhau, phai tiéu hoa mat mot lac 1au, Nhac Duong méi 1én tiéng: “Xin, xin
161, t6i thiy hoi ho d6 rdi, tén ciia Tt dai Vu vuong kia sao lai khong hé gidng bo toc cua ho vay?
Con, con nira, tin ngudng cua bg toc Qua Ba khong phai 1a tin ngudng dung hgp ctua Phat giao va Ban
gido hay sao? Tai sao lai thanh mot tin ngudng hoan toan khic hin véi hai ton gido kia nita vay?”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac néi: “Trudc tién, bon danh xung kia hoan toan khong phai tén cta Vu vuong,
chiing don gian chi 1a mot danh hiéu twong trung théi, ¥ tr cta nhitng 4m c6 ndy 1a gi thi chiu khong ai
biét duoc, nhung theo toi thi dai khai chic cling trong duwong véi nhitng Tri tué Thién vuong, Uy vil
Thién viwong ma ngiy nay chiing ta van hay n6i do6 thoi. C6 diéu, twong truyén con chau ctia bén vi Vu
vuong do vé sau d3 truc tiép ddi ho toc minh thanh bang, Trai, Pong va Mac, chuyén nay c6 that hay
khong thi cling khong biét dugc. Con van dé tin ngudng cua bd toc Qua Ba, vay thi phai bat dau tir mot
chuyén khac, noi ra ciing dai lam.

Cuong Nhat Phd Bac nhom nguo1 dung 1€n, 1ai rot thém mdt chén rugu nira, ngira miéng uéng can:
“Vé thtr tin ngudng ton gido nam giira Phit gido va Ban gido nay thi phai néi tir Tang vuwong Tung Tan
Can Bé. Cac cau biét déy, trude khi Phat gido truyén vao dat Tay Tang, co hé tat ca céac bo lac trén
cao nguyén nay déu tin tho theo Ban gido nguyén thity. Puong nhién, khi Ban gido di trai qua hon

nghin ndm phat trién, da dugc h¢ thong hoa mot cach rat ti mi roi. Nhung Ban gido c6 mot dac diem do



chinh 13 Pa than luan, ké thira dic tinh ctia Vu gido nguyén thily, van vat trén thé gian ndy déu c6 than
linh, hon nira nhitng than linh Ay déu doc 1ap tach roi, mdi vi tw ¢6 linh vyuc ctia riéng minh, mdi vi
quan hat pham tru cua riéng minh, néu gitra hai vi than xay ra xung dot, vay thi s€ danh mot tran, co
théng c6 thua, khong ¢6 vi nao ngu tri vi nao, cting khong ton tai vi ndo co dia vi cao hon hay thép hon
vi khac ca. Chang nhitng thé, thiy mo ctia Ban gido déu hoan toan dua vao 101 tién tri dé quyét dinh
dai sy ctia qudc gia. Ngdy nay ching ta déu d biét nhitng 101 tién tri boi toan ay thiéu tinh khoa hoc va
hiéu qua thyc té, vi vay, khi Tang vuwong Tung Tan Can B6 ké vi, ong da quyét dinh thay doi tat ca.
Céc cau c6 biét rang Tang vuong Tung Tan Can B6, von ciing 1a mot gido d6 ciia Ban gido hay
khong?”

“Al” Nhac Duong khé thdt 1én mot tiéng kinh ngac. Ai ma khong biét Tang vuong Tiing Tan Can
B6 1a hoa than ctia Quan Am Bo Tét, ¢6 dia vi cuc ky ton quy trong Tang truyén Phat gido, gid khong
ngd Cuong Nhat Pho Bac lai bao 6ng 1a gido d6 Ban gido, qua thuc khién Nhac Dwong bi mot phen
kinh ngac. C6 diéu, nhin phan tng cta ddi trudng H6 Duong va Cuong Ba thiéu gia, ddy rd rang 1a su
that roi.

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac ndi tiép: “Ton gido ra doi, xua nay van 1a dé an ti tdm linh con nguoi,
nhung mot khi t6n gido da moc ndi véi chinh tri, thi tic dung hang dau ctia n6 1a tré thanh cong cu ciia
tang 16p thong tri. Bat ké 13 ton gido ndo di ching nira, trong mat ké thong tri, chi cin né khién trim ho
tré nén dé dang chép nhan su théng tr1 cua y hon, thi do chinh la ton gido t6t, nguoc lai, thi n6 chinh 1a
hon d4 can duong cua ké thong tri. Pa than luan va co ché mang chuyén qubc gia dai su ra hoi troi
hién nhién 13 bat loi cho hé thong thong tri, vi vay nira doi trudce ciia Tang vuwong Tung Tan Can B6 1a
mot gido d6 Ban gido, viéc ndy khong co sai, nhung dng da nhanh chong phat hién ra rang, nhitng vu su
Ban gido kia cir dem qudc gia dai su giao cho ong troi quyét dinh d3 anh hudng nghiém trong dén su
théng tri ctia minh. Diéu ong ta can 13 trung wong tip quyén, quic gia dai su do ong ta quyét dinh, chir
khong can dua vao troi xanh kia 1am gi ca, boi thé, cai cach ¢ trong tu thé budc phai tién hanh! Ma
Phat to ctia Phat giao khi dan sinh da thdt ra mot cau: Thién thuong dia ha, bat hoang luc hop, co vang
kim lai, duy ngd doc ton, mudi sau chit chan ngdn ndy rd rang 1a vo cuing thich hop véi ké thong tri.
Ky thyc, tir trude khi Tung Tan Can B phat trién Phat gido, Phat gido da truyén dén Tay Tang tir 1au
r6i, do Ban gido bai xich mdt cach manh mé nén co ban khong c6 dat dimg chan. Phai biét 1a, mubn
khién nguoi ta thay ddi tin ngudng hon nghin nam dé di tin thd mot ton gido khac, dy 1a mot qué trinh
v6 cung gian nan, ngoai trir Tang virong Tung Tan Can B4 ra, that sy chwra c¢6 nha thong tri ndo dam
gi¢ chiéu nay ca. Dé thyc hién y d6 d6, Tang vuong Tung Tan Can B6 da 1am rat nhiéu viéc, thong
qua hon nhan dé dan tién Phat giao, ban bd mot loat phéap 1énh va diéu 1é mo ra canh ctra cho cac tang
1T hoat dong, ché dinh va ra cac chinh sach vu dai cho nguo1 tin tho Phat giéo...

Nhac Duong chau may, nhirng chuyén nay hinh nhw khéng lién quan gi dén bo toc Qua Ba ca. Chi



nghe Cuong Nhat Pho Bac tiép tuc noi: “Cé diéu ltc d6 ap luc ma Tang vuong Tung Tan Can B6 phai
d6i mat, chi s6 con 16n hon trong twdng twong clia chung ta rat nhidu. Mubn dé dan ching chip nhan
mot ton gido moi, trude tién phai bt dau tir ban thAn minh, tir cac quan tudc dai thdn bén canh, ma
hoan canh luc Ay, trén tir quan vién quy toc, dudi dén dan ching néng nd ai ndy déu 1a nhiing tin d6
Ban gi4o hét strc trung thanh, trong triéu ngoai ndi dau dau ciing c6 tiéng phan déi. Co diéu, diéu nay
khong 1am Tang vuong lo 1dng, diéu khién ong thuc su lo 1ang 12 quan doi, vao thoi diém do, binh si
trong quan doi cling hoan toan 1a tin d6 Ban gido, néu binh si noi day, dao ngii, phan khang, 4m sat, thi
hau qua d6 thyc khong thé tuong tuong ndi. Vi thé, tir rat 1au trude do, Tang vuong da phai chuan bi
chu toan.”

Luc nay, ba chir “Qua Ba toc” da xuét hién trong dau bon Trac Moc Cuong Ba roi. Qua nhién,
Cuong Nhat Pho Bac néi: “Gio thi cac cau da hiéu tai sao Tang vuong Tung Tan Can Bb khong chon
lua nguoi toc khac ma cir chap y hudn luyén nguoi Qua Ba thanh Pao quan Anh sang rdi chtr. Chinh vi
tin ngudng cua bon ho khac voi tit ca cac dan toc khac trén dat Tang, chi can khong xtic pham dén hat
tam tin nguong cua ho, cling chinh la dia vi cua T dai Vu vuong, con lai bat ké 1a Nién, Tan, Ma cua
Ban gido hay Thich Ca Mau Ni cta Phat gido hoic Pai Nhat Nhu Lai ctia Mat gido, bon ho déu co thé
tin thd ma khong hé c6 bat clr xung dot gi voi tin ngudng nguyén thity cua ho hét. Vi vay ma tir d6 tro
di, Pao quan Anh sang luon dam nhiém chirc vu than vé hoang gia, thuc luc cia ho 1a manh mé nhit,
d6ng thoi tinh bao dung trong tin ngudng ctia ho ciing 14 manh mé nhat.”

Nhac Duong khong hiéu hoi: “Nhu thé tai sao, vé sau bon ho lai theo ca Phat gido 1an Ban gido
thé?”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac dap: “Noi chuyén nay thi khong thé khong nhic dén cudc chién giita Phat
gido va Ban gido. Chic cac cdu cling biét, Phat gido va Ban gido d3 tranh diu miy trim nim trén cao
nguyén, c¢6 thé néi 1a tir khi Tang viong Tung Tan Can B chinh thirc dwa Phat gido vao Tay Tang, dén
khi vuong triéu Tho Phon diét vong sup d6, cudc tranh dau gitra hai ton gido 1on nay van chua tirng
gian doan bao gio. Tai sao lai nhu vay? Boi vi Ban gido nguyén thity khong chi khac biét Phat gido vé
tin nguong, ma quan trong hon nita 1a, 1¢1 ich cua vo s6 quy toc dai than lién quan mat thiét dén Ban
gi4o, thong qua hinh thirc béi toan va cc nghi thirc cua Ban gido nguyén thiy, bon ho ¢6 thé gianh
duoc quyén phat ngon ddi véi mot s6 chuyén 16n cua qudc gia, nhung tir sau khi Phét gido tién vao
cung dinh, nhitng vi dai thin 4y dd mat di dia vi chu dao trong cac quyét sach quan trong va ca viéc
phén chia lgi ich nita. Tang vuwong Tung Tan Can B6 14 bac ky tai khoang thé, khi ong ta con tai vi tat
nhién 1a khong ai ddm phan d6i, nhung sau khi 6ng ta qua doi khong dugc bao 1au, dam dai than dugc
loi ich tir Ban gido kia bat dau tng ho Ban gido trd lai. Nhin bé ngoai, thoi ky vuong triéu Thé Phon
1a thoi ky Phat giao va Ban gido tranh dau gianh anh huéng, con trén thuc té, day 1a cudc tranh doat

quyén lyc giita hoang gia va cac dai than nim gitt quyén binh trong tay ma thoi! My trim nim tré vé



sau, dudi anh huong cta cac dai than, mot sb quan vuong tin tho Ban gido, mot s6 vi khac lai kién tri
Phat gido, ctr nhu vy lap di 1ap lai khong ngirng, trong lich sir dd xdy ra khong biét bao nhiéu lan
thuong ton Phat gido, dé nén Ban gido va nguoc lai, thim chi con c6 vo s6 1an xay ra xung dot dam
mau. Chi c6 diéu doi Tang vuong cudi cling, Lang Pat M4 1a triét dé nhat, hiu qua ciing nghiém trong
nhat, truc tiép khién vuong triéu sup do, vi viy nén méi duoc ngudi ta biét dén nhiéu nhat. Ma trong
thoi ky éy, Dao quan Anh sang do bo tdc Qua Ba cAu thanh 1a quan can v¢ cua Tang vuong, tirc 1a do1
quén truc thudc gan véi Tang vuong nhét, tin ngudng ctia ho cling khong thé khong thay d6i tiy theo tin
ngudng clia cac vi Tang vuong ma ho phuc vu. Boi thé ma vé sau ndy, tin ngudng cua ho trd thanh mot
md thirc cue ky quéi di, c6 thé chira dung hoa tron hai thir ton gido von hoan toan xa la 1a Ban gido va
Phat gido vao 1am mot. Ciing chi c6 nhu vdy, ké nim quyén cao nhit méi co thé yén tim dé bon ho phu
trach cong tac bao vé an toan cho minh. Va Pao quin Anh sang 4y ciing chira mot 1an ndo khién cac vi
Tang vuong phai that vong ca.”

Nhac Duong néi: “Khong phai dau, trong lich st Thé Phon van xay ra rat nhiéu su kién am sat
ma.”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac néi: “Pao quin Anh sang chi phy trach canh gi¢i vong ngoai, dé phong thich
khach am sat khi Tang vurong xuat tudn bén ngoai, con ddi véi cac 4m muu tranh du trong ndi bd cung
dinh thi bon ho khong lam gi dugc. Nguyén nhan cai chét ctia cht nhan cao nguyén Tung Tan Can B
cho dén nay van hét strc 1i ky, bi hiém, cau khdéng thé noéi 13 Pao quan Anh sang da khong tin hét chirc
trach cua minh dugc. Trén thuc té néu tra k¥ lai lich su Tho Phdn, cac ciu s& théy chi c6 Tang vuong
Lang bBat Ma chét vi b thich khach am séat & noi cong cong, con cac vi Tang vurong bat ngo tr vong
khac déu chét bat minh vi nhitng tranh d4u trong cung dinh ca.”

Nhac Duong 1am bam n6i moét minh: “Nhur vay thi bg toc Qua Ba va Tang vuong duong nhu
khong c6 mau thuan gi 16n 14m, vay tai sao bon ho lai dot nhién bo di, déng tho1 con mang theo ca toan
bd bau vat cat giau trong Tt Phuong miéu nhi?”

Nét mit Cuong Nhat Pho Bac 16 vé bi phin, tho dai, noi: “Khong biét nita, day chinh 1a cau d6
160 nhit ma Pao quan Anh sang dé lai cho doi sau. Chang ai ngd duge, Pao quan Anh sang manh nhat
vuong triéu Thd Phon lai bién mat nhu bong chim tam ca chi trong c6 mdt dé€m, nhét dinh 14 bon ho da
1én ké hoach xong xuoi tu rat 1au roi. Nhung rot cudc 1a da xay ra su kién gi khién ho 1am vay thi
khong ai biét ca. Toi chi biét c6 tin don rang, Ay 1a boi Tang vuong diét Phat qua ddi triét dé, dén ca
Pao quan Anh sang ciing khong thé nhan nhin dugc nita; ngoai ra con mot thuyét khac noi day 1a cude
tranh ddu gitra hai gia toc 16n, Nuong thi va Vi thi, du sao thi nguoi cua ca hai dai gia tdc nay déu da
tirng ndm gitr chtrc vu chi huy cao nhit ctia Pao quan Anh sang. Nhung nhitng ¥ kién nay déu thiéu
churng ctr xac thuc, khong du tin, khong du tin dau...” Noi to1 day, anh ta 10 vé mét mo1 chan chuong,

anh mat toat 1én ndi c6 don quanh qué.



Thong tin cia Cuong Nhat Pho Bac cung cap khién Nhac Duong chim sau vao suy tu, anh dang
ging strc tim cach lién hé Pao Huyén Khong tr va Pao quin Anh sang da mit tich kia lai véi nhau,
déng tho1 10 mo cam théy tit ca cac su kién doc lap tua nhu nhitng manh ghép hinh bi xdo loan Ién, chi
can tim dugc trinh tu xay ra ctia ching sé ghép lai duoc mdt birc tranh hoan chinh. Nhung ¢ ging
miai, cudi cing ciing danh phai chiu boé cudc vi khong du dau mdi, brc tranh ghép van con thiéu mot sd
manh quan trong, anh chi biét lac dau bat lyc.

Lic ndy, Cwong Nhat Pho Bac lai quay sang ndi voi Trac Moc Cudng Ba: “Phai rdi, con mot dau
mdi nita c6 18 s& giap ich duoc cho céac cau it nhiéu. Cuong Ba a, con nho 1an dau tién cau dén day, da
ké cho toi nghe cau chuyén chin chdé mot ngao d6 khong? Chinh l1a chuyén dao mdt cai hé, vt bon
ngao con mdi sinh xuéng do ay.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba gt dau. Pay 1a noi dung gido su Phuong Tan da giang giai trong budi hoc
dau tién Ong day gi, dong thoi cling 13 cau chuyén gi thuong duoc nghe tir thud nhd. Ga ciing thudng
dem cau chuyén ndy ké cho céc ban bé ctia minh, nhung con l1an do...

Cuong Nhat Phd Bac lai tiép 16i: “Lan d6 t6i d3 cudi nhao ciu, con nhé khong ha?” Puong nhién
1a Trac Moc Cudng Ba khong quén, 1an Ay khi gi ké cdu chuyén nay cho Cuong Nhat, vé mit anh ta
nhu thé cudi ma khong phai cudi, tua nhu dang ché giéu Trac Moc Cuong Ba ga danh trong qua cira
nha sim, vé sau gi hoi Cuong Nhat Pho Bac tai sao lai cudi, anh ta chi dap: “Khong c6 gi, cau chuyén
hay 1am, chan thire 1am, t6i timg nghe roi.” Nhung Trac Moc Cudng Ba van ¢t c6 cam giac dudng nhu
Cuong Nhat con c6 diéu gi d6 chua noi ra hét.

Luc nay, Cuong Nhat Phd Bac méi néi: “Bai vi luc d6, cau chi biét co viée éy chir khong biét
viéc ay s di do ddu. By gio, thi chic cau biét phuong phap huan luyén chin ché mdt ngao ay 1a &
dau ra roi chi?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba giat thot minh, kinh ngac thét 1én: “Pao quan Anh sang! Chién ngao! D6 1a
phuong phap hudn luyén chién ngao!” Pén luc nay gi méi hiéu ra, tai sao 1an d6 Cwong Nhat Pho Bac
mudn ndi roi lai théi, lac d6 gi can ban chang hé biét Pao quan Anh sang 1a gi, chi s¢ cho di anh ta
c6 noi ra, g ciing chua chic di tin, cr minh minh & d6 ma ba hoa xich thd, trong mit Cuong Nhat Pho
Bac so rang ching khac nao loai éch duédi day giéng ca.

(1). Pai Thyc: Bé qudc A rap (632 — 1258), vuong tri¢u phong kién do ngudi Hoi gido sang lap nén trén ban dao A rap. Trong cic gido

trinh lich st Trung Quéc tir thoi Duong nhu Kinh hanh ky, Cyu Buong thu, Tan Buong thu, Téng str, Liéu str... déu goi 1a Pai Thuc
quéc (theo Am Tazi hay Taziks trong tiéng Ba Tu).



CHUONG 32:
SUY POAN VE TU KY LAN

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac lai khé git dau: “Pung vay, Pao quin Anh sang trong thoi dai Tho Phon da
1a mot cau db rdi, khong ai biét bon ho d3 trai qua huan luyén nhu thé nao, dén ca cac dai than quyén
quy, tham chi ca Tang vuong, ciing chi c6 thé trong thay nhitng binh si dat chuan cta dao quin Ay ma
thoi. Pong thoi, ciing khong ngudi nao biét duoc ho str dung phwong phap gi dé thuan dudng chién
ngao ca, tit ca déu chi co thé suy doan. Co diéu, gia thiét vira niy hoan toan khong phai dot nhién 16e
1én trong ¥ nghi hay tudng twong vo cin ctr, ma 13 két luan ngudi xua qua vo sd suy doan va nhiéu lan
can nhic méi rat ra duogc, dich thuc 1 né c6 thé giai thich dugc nhitng diém phi thudng & mot sd

giong ngao hiém ma ching ta van thiy ngay nay.”



Suy doan vé tir ky lan

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac lai kh& gat dau: “Pung vay, Pao quin Anh sang trong thoi dai Tho Phon da
1a mot cau db rdi, khong ai biét bon ho d3 trai qua huan luyén nhu thé nao, dén ca cac dai than quyén
quy, tham chi ca Tang vuong, ciing chi co thé trong thdy nhitng binh si dat chuan cua dao quan dy ma
thoi. Pong thoi, cling khong ngudi ndo biét duoc ho sir dung phwong phap gi dé thudn dudng chién
ngao ca, tit ca déu chi co thé suy doan. Co diéu, gia thiét vira niy hoan toan khong phai dot nhién 16e
1én trong ¥ nghi hay tudng twong vo cin ctr, ma 13 két luan ngudi xua qua vo sd suy doan va nhiéu lan
can nhic méi rat ra duoc, dich thuc 1 n6 c6 thé giai thich dugc nhitng diém phi thudng & mot sd
gidng ngao hiém ma chung ta van thiy ngdy nay.”

Nhac Duong ciing 1ay lam chin dong trong 1ong. Tir dau tdi gio bon ho van nghién ctru Pao quin
Anh sang va chién ngao, nhung chua tirng lién hé cau chuyén chin chd mot ngao y véi chién ngao lan
nao ca. Co 1€ 1a badi trong tiém thirc ctia ho, do cling chi la mot cau chuyén ma thoi. Anh chang mt mat
thAm méng minh tu duy au tri hep hoi, mot mat noi: “Thi ra chuyén dao mot cai hé 16n, boé mudi con
ngao con vao ddy, chi dé mot con séng sot trd ra lai c6 that 4, ding 14 ¢6 cach thudn dudng nhur thé
sa0? Chién ngao! Khong ngd tir liic con b sita di bat dau tién hanh dao thai roi, that 13 tan khdc qua
di!”

“Tan khdc!” Cuong Nhat Phd Bac cudi lanh lung: “Chién tranh méi 1a tan khdc! Pao quan Anh
sang va chién ngao ching qua déu 1 vat hy sinh ctia chién tranh ma thdi. Cac cau c6 biét, nhirng ngudi
toc Qua Ba d6 khong chi lya chon chién ngao theo cach ay, ma dbi v6i chinh ban than minh ciing nhu
vy d6. Tin rang cac cau déu tirg nghe qua chuyén trén nii tuyét ¢ mot bo lac, khi i tré con cua ho
vira méi sinh ra, néu 13 con trai, thi s& 1dy mot tim da dé thong thudng boc dtra bé Ay lai, réi némra
gitra tro1 bang dat tuyét mot dém, phai chiu dung qua dém do, thi md1 duoc thira nhan la tdc nhan du tu
cach...”

Nhac Duong kinh hii nhay bat 1én khoi chd ngdi: “Chu, ¥ chu 1a...”

Cuong Nhat Phd Bac lanh lung né1: Do, chinh 1a bd tdc Qua Ba do, chinh 1a Pao quan Anh sang!”
Giong anh khong khoi pha chat thuong cam, “Néu ndi nhitng di quin khac 1a cay gay, 1a chuy sat
trong tay ké cam quyén, vay thi Pao quian Anh sang, chinh 1a thanh kiém trong tay ngudi théng tri.
Thud ban dau, thanh kiém 4y vira day vira ning, nhung roi ciing voi yéu cau ctia chién tranh, thi trd
nén cang luc cang mong hon, nhung dong thoi ciing cang luc cang nhon, cang lic cang sic bén, ludi

kiém ay chi toi dau, ai cling khéng thé dich ndi. Nhung co ai hay biét, phia sau danh xung vo dich 4y



an chtra bao nhiéu 1a tan khoc cung ndi chua cay.”

Théy moi nguoi déu bién séc, ngtt khi cia Cuong Nhat Phd Bac cling diu lai do61 phﬁn: “Mac du
no1 vay ¢o 1€ hoi khoa trrong qua su thuc mot chit, nhung theo t61 duogc biét, vao thoi diém trude khi
Tho Phdn sup dd, Qua Ba toc chon ngudi vao Pao quian Anh sang ding 1a lic bt dau tir khi tré con
ctia ho con doé hon. Con cu thé nhu thé nao thi toi khong rd 1am, c6 diéu 1a cai danh hiéu doi quan vo
dich nay khong phai 1a tuy tién ma gan 1én dugec.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba nghe dén mé man tAm than, dén ndi quén ca gii c6 cho Cuong Lap. Con chd
lién ha miéng ngap mot cai 1d to, roi lai phat ra nhirng tiéng rén v « ngan hoi. Trac Moc Cudng Ba
vuot ve méy cai, nd méi théa min nham mat lai. Cuong Nhat Pho Bac liéc mit nhin Cuong Lap, roi lai
bao Trac Moc Cudng Ba: “Um, con mot quan diém nita vé Tt ky 1an. Con nhd 14n trude t6i tirng ndi
v6i cau, Tt ky 1an sinh ra 1 do di truyén cach doi khong?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba gt dau: “Con nhé.”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac noi: “Thyc ra, vé diém nay, to61 con dugc nghe noi dén mét quan diém khac
nita, c6 diéu khi 4y that tinh 1 khong biét nén noi voi cu nhu thé nao ca.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba hoi nhom ngudi 18n: “Ha? Ciing lién quan dén DPao quan Anh sang u?”

Cuong Nhat gat dau noéi: “Quan diém d6 cho rang Tir ky 14n, c6 kha nang chinh 1a két qua phdi
giong nhan tao cua cac binh si trong Pao quan Anh sang.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba kinh ngac dén d6 khong thdt ndi tiéng nio. Cuong Nhat lai tiép 10i: “Cau biét
roi ddy, ngoai trir trong cac cau chuyén than thoai truyén thuyét, Tt ky 1an chi xuat hién mot 1an duy
nhét trong lich str, chinh 1a cai lan Tang vuong Lang Pat Ma di san bi tap kich éy, chéc 1a ciu con
nhg...”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba git dau. Cuong Nhat Pho Bac lai noi tiép: “Cé diéu, theo nhitng gi t6i biét
duoc, 1an d6 Lang Pat M4 xuit tudn khong phai dé di sin thu, ma 1a 6ng ta nhan duoc tin bao phat hién
ra tung tich ctia Pao quan Anh sang.” Trac Moc Cudng Ba ngip ngung hdi: “Y anh 1a...”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac noi: “Con Tur ky 1an ay, c6 kha ning 12 do Pao quan Anh sang tha ra dé uy
hiép truy binh. Cau thir nghi xem, than 1am ngudi 14nh dao cao nhat cta vuong triéu Thd Phon, lic nao
cting c6 mot nhom than vé do cac binh si trong Pao quan Anh sang hop thanh & bén canh bao v¢, lam
sao Ong ta khong biét dao quan ay dang s¢ dén mirc ndo. Ca mdt canh quin nhu thé dot nhién bién mat,
liéu Lang Pat Ma c6 thé khong lo lang hay sao? Néu ddi quan ay c6 ngiy xoay dau miii gido phan lai
Tho Phon, chi s¢ 14 bat ctr vi Tang vuong nao hiéu chuyén ciing at phai n ngii khong yén. Thir hoi,
ngoai Pao quan Anh sang ra, con luc lugng nao co thé khién mot vi Tang vuong nam bénh liét giuong
khong day noi chir?”

Nhac Duong kéu 1én: “Sao lai thé duge? Chang 18 khi d6 Pao quan Anh sang 14 quin ndi loan a?
Chang phai bon ho chi trung thanh v&i ngudi théng tri i cao thoi hay sao?”



Cuong Nhat Pho Bac cudi cudi ndi: “Ai bao ho trung thanh v&1 nguoi théng tri toi cao? Mic du
tin ngudng cua ho phi hop voi yéu ciu cta ngudi thong tri cao nhat, nhung khong phai ho tin trung voi
ngudi thong tri. Tuong truyén, udc dinh nay 1a 101 hira cua Tang virong Tung Tan Can B khi thu phuc
b toc Qua Ba, bon ho nghe 1énh tudng quan chi huy cao nhat ciia minh, nhung van gitt nguyén tin
ngudng va lanh tu tinh than. Ma tuéng chi huy cao nhat cia Pao quan Anh sang, 12 hai gia toc 16n dén
tir Twong Hung, ciing tirc 1a Nuong thi va Vi thi; chi ¢6 13nh tu tinh thin méi 1a nguoi duy nhat ho thuc
su tan long trung, vi 1anh tu tinh than nay 1a Pai Ban Ba trong toc, tirong truyén chinh 1a hau dué dich
truyén ctia T dai Vi vuong ndm xua. Su viéc Pao quan Anh sang mat tich ndm d6, nhat dinh 1a co
lién quan dén vi Pai Ban Ba kia, boi vi ngoai trir ong ta, khong ai c6 kha ning khién toan bd Pao quan
Anh sang dot nhién bién mit khéng tim tich nhu thé ca. Cé diéu néu néi 14 ndi loan thi ciing khong
phai, du sao thi ho ciing khong hé c6 bat cir hanh dong ndo gy bat loi cho Tang vuong hay quan doi
Tho Phon khi 4y. Bon ho chi bién mat ma thoi, bién mat mot cach triét dé trén thé gian nay!”

Nhac Duong lai hoi: “Lan nay thi to1 that su hé do roi, mot doi quan khong trung thanh véi nguot
théng tri cao nhat thi ké thong tri ndo dam dung chi?”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac ndi: “Suy viéc nay giai thich ra thi phirc tap 1am, lién quan dén thuat can bang
can can sttc manh cta ngudi thong tri, t6i chi ¢ thé ndi, tinh hinh khi Ay hoi gidng véi luc quan Thanh
nhdp quan chia sac phong cho Tam phién(1). Mubn dé cac gia tdc tir noi khac dén ban mang cho minh,
néu gia toc éy 1a nhitng ké gi61 chinh chién danh tran, thi budc phai cép cho bon ho quan do1 va mot s6
quyén tu tri, dong thoi cling lai phai khién cho bon ho khdng tao phan. Piéu ndy yéu cau ngudi thong
tri khong nhitng phai co du long tu tin va sirc hap dan, ma con phai c¢6 thi doan twong ddi tinh diéu
nita. Cau thir nghi xem, gia tdc Nuong thi va Vi thi nghe 1€nh cta Tang vuong, Pao quan Anh sang lai
nghe 1énh ctia Nuong thi va Vi thi, ma théng sodi cao nhit cia Pao quin Anh sang 1 do ngudi trong
hai gia toc ay ludn phién dam nhiém, cling c6 nghia Tang viong co thé thay d6i quyén thong soai toi
cao ctia hai gia toc ndy ddi voi Pao quan Anh sang bat ctr thoi diém ndao. Néu cdu mubn tao phan, xin
161 nhé, d6i twrong duy nhat ma Pao quan Anh sang thuc su trung thanh tuyét doi chi c6 mdt minh Pai
Ban Ba ctia ho ma thoi, nhung vi Pai Ban Ba nay lai khong c6 thuc quyén, khong truc tiép lanh dao
céc binh si. Boi vy, mbi quan hé giita Tang vuong, théng soai tdi cao ctia Pao quin Anh sang, va
1anh tu tinh than cua ho 14 hét strc phirc tap r6i ram, hinh thanh nén mot su can bang quyén luc vo cung
vi diéu, két qua cudi cung 13, hai nguoi sau déu phai ra strc to rd su trung thanh véi Tang vuong.
Riéng viéc Pao quan Anh sang mit tich, 6 rang vin dé cling ndm ¢ giira ba dinh tam giac quyén luc
ndy, diéu duy nhit ma ching ta c6 thé biét 13, ltic d6 da xay ra mot sy kién gi d0, sy kién ay c6 anh
huong dén mbi mot thanh vién trong Pao quan Anh sang, cht ¥, mdi mot thanh vién. Boi vi néu nhur
mot ngudi trong s ho di cao giac, Pao quin Anh sang cling khong thé bién mat mot cach ling 18 am

tham dén thé, ma con mang theo ¢ toan bo cac chiu bau tang trit trong T phwong miéu nita! Theo



nhitng gi t6i biét, Tang vuong Lang Pat M tuyét d6i khong hé hay biét gi vé chuyén ndy, boi vi ca
Pao quan Anh sang canh giit trudce cira cung dién clia dng ta dd hoan toan bién mat chi trong mot dém.
Su viéc nay khién Lang Pat M3 chan dong hon bt ¢t nguoi ndo khic, bang khong ong ta da khong ha
1énh du phai dao sau ba thude dat ciing phai tim ra tung tich ca Pao quan Anh sang, ma ciing khong
dich than dan quan di truy xét dau mbi vé bon ho nhu thé. Ca dén trude khi chét, ong ta van con hoai
nghi liéu c6 phai minh diét Phat triét dé qua khién cho Pao quin Anh sang bo di hay khong, tham chi
con dinh kiém diém lai hanh vi Ay cta minh, suy nghi lai vé vai trd cta Phat gido ddi véi quic gia.
Con vé quan hé giira hai gia toc Vi thi va Nuong thi v6i Pao quan Anh sang, tir thoi ky vuong triéu
Tho Phon d3 c6 101 don. Mot 1a n6i Nuong thi da ¢ hiép nghi bi mit véi Qua Ba tdc, xét cho cung thi
chinh bon ho d3 dwa ra dé nghi chiéu nap bo tdc ay vao Pao quan Anh sang. Ngoai ra con mot thuyét
khac, n61 Vi thi da loi1 dung duoc vat dé khéng ché Pao quan Anh sang va toc truéng, Pai Ban Ba ciia
Qua Ba tdc... Nhitng tin d6n nay da trr dong tan bién sau dém Pao quan Anh sang bién mit. Nhung c6
mot diém la, d6 1a hai gia toc ndy duong nhu da biét duoc chuyén gi d6 dang sau cudc thoat ly ctia
Pao quan Anh sang. Du sao thi sau khi dam nguoi kia bo di, bon ho ciing khong cudng quyt 1én tim
kiém nhu Tang vuong, ma sau khi Lang Pat M4 qua do1i, ca hai gia toc nay déu tryc tiép tham gia vao
cudc tranh doat quyén lyc méi, duong nhu bon ho khong hé lo ling dao quéan 4y sé& tro thanh mbi uy
hiép ctia minh, khong biét rot cudc ho da nam gitt duoc bi mat gi nira.”

Nhac Duong noi: “Vay, Vi thi va Nuong thi ¢6 hau nhan khong?”

“Khong,” Cuong Nhat Pho Bac tram giong dap, “nhitng ké chim dam véi quyén luc, cudi cung s&
bi quyén luc huy diét. Theo t6i duoc biét, hai dai gia toc huy hodng nim xua cudi cing di tan thanh
tro bui trong khoi Itra chién tranh, va mot chat ndi tinh ma ho biét dugc do, cling bi mang theo Xuéng
mo roi. Khong con mot ai biét tung tich cia Pao quin Anh sang va nguyén nhan tai sao ho bién mit ca,
tir d6 vé sau, pham la ké nao muén tim hiéu vé Bac Ba La thin miéu va Pao quan Anh sang, dén sau
cung déu nhan dugc su trimg phat dich ddng!” Giong anh ta bong tré nén nghiém khac lanh ling, miy
ngudi bon Trac Moc Cuong Ba nghe ma déu ngin ra, ca Cuong Lap ciing nghén 1én khoi dui Trac
Moc Cuong Ba. Cuong Nhat Phd Bac biét minh 15 101, lai dju giong: “Noi di qua xa roi, von 13 dinh
no1 chuyén Tt ky 1an kia ma, cau xem déy, da kéo di xa téi tan dau rdi khong biét. Poan anh lai rot
cho minh thém mot bat ruou, nhung 1o rang la da khong thé binh tinh lai duoc, mié¢ng ho su su mot
trang, gwong mit dé bung ca 1én. Cuong Lap diu dang rén u & budc dén, hai chan trude gac 1én lung
Cuong Nhat Pho Bac k& dap dap, hét nhu ¢6 a hoan dang dim lung cho 130 gia vay. Doi trudng HO
Duong va Nhac Duong ngac nhién dén ban than ca nguoi ra. Nhac Duong khong kim ndi tham nghi,
con Cuong Lap 4y, that dung mot con chd ngao hay sao? Néu minh c6 mot con nhu thé thi tot qué!

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac xua tay ¥ bao khéng can, mot ltic sau con ho nging lai, anh ta mdi cat 10i

noi tiep: “Cac cau déu biét ca roi, phong tuc song chung vai 1t s61 cua bg toc Qua Ba may ngan nam



nay chua tirng thay d6i, cho du vé sau c6 chién ngao gia nhip, dia vi ctia loai séi ciing khong hé ¢o
chat bién dong, chang qua chi 1a thém 1 chd ngao co dia vi ddng dang v6i s6i ma thoi. Vay thi, s& dan
dén mot van dé méi. .. khi chd ngao va soi ¢ cung nhau, bon chiing s¢ séng nhu thé ndo, s& xir sy v§i
ra sao? Ngoai ra, vi nhu cau ctia chién tranh, ché ngao thong thuong vé thé hinh hay vé sitc manh va
toc dd déu khong thé hoan toan dat du tiéu chuan, cac binh si trong Pao quin Anh sang can chién ngao
cua ho co thé hinh 16n hon, tbc d0 nhanh hon, nanh vubt sic bén hon, phan trng nhanh nhen hon nia. . .,
phai thé nao mGi lam dugc diéu d6? Vay 13, dua trén co sd nay, chiing ta co6 mot gia thiét, co 18 méi
ban dau, day chi 1a mot su tinh co, tiéc 13, chd ngao cung véi 1 s6i séng chung voi ching, da san sinh
ra thé hé sau, khi cac binh si Pao quin Anh sang phat hién gidng vat ay c6 strc chién ddu manh hon,
lién bat dau cho gy giéng nhan tao...”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba kinh ngac dén ndi quén ca vudt 1ong cho Cwong Lap dang nam trong long
minh, ngan ngo thét 1én: Y anh 1a, T ky 1an...”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac gat dau, noi: “Dua theo gia thiét nay, Tu ky 1an, c6 1€ khong chi T ky 1an,
ma con ca mot s6 thanh tha, linh ngao khac, ¢ 1& ching chinh 1 mot loai lang ngao, hoic gia c6 thé
goi 14 ngao lang, giéng nhu 14 su h6 tha cla ngay ndy vay.”

Nhac Duong héi: “Tai sao lai goi 1a gia thiét? Pay chi 14 suy doan cua chi thoi a, khong c6 chimg
co gl sao?”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac lai kh& gat dau: “Pung vay, Pao quin Anh sang trong thoi dai Tho Phon da
1a mot cau db rdi, khong ai biét bon ho d3 trai qua huan luyén nhu thé nao, dén ca cac dai than quyén
quy, tham chi ca Tang vuong, ciing chi co thé trong thay nhitng binh si di dat chuan ctia dao quan ay
ma thoi. Pong thoi, cling khong ngudi nao biét duoc ho sir dung phuong phap gi dé thuan dudng chién
ngao ca, tit ca déu chi co thé suy doan. C6 diéu, gia thiét vira niy hoan toan khong phai dot nhién 16e
1én trong ¥ nghi hay tudng tugng vo can ctr, ma 1a két luan ngudi xua da trai qua vo sd suy dodn va
nhiéu 1an cAn nhic mdi rut ra duge, dich thuc 1a nd c6 thé giai thich duoc nhitng diém phi thudng &
mot s6 gidng ngao hiém ma ching ta van thdy ngay nay.” Anh ta ngung lai mot chat roi noi tiép, “vi du
nhur Cuwong Lap chang han...”

Cuong Lap nghe nhic dén tén minh, 1¢ ludi ngude dau 1én nhin Cuong Nhat Pho Bac. Cuong Nhat
Pho Bac nang mit con ché 1én, ni: “Cuong Lap ciia t6i, t6 tién ctia nd c6 1& chinh 12 mdt con ngao bdi
hodc 14 bdi ngao.”

“Bdi ngao?” doi trudong HO Duong cam thdy dién dat nhu vay hét strc mai la.

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac chi tay vao Trac Moc Cudng Ba néi: “Cuong Ba biét day, cdu Ay co thé 1y
giai cho cac cau duoc.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba ciing da nghi dén rdi, so vi gia thiét di truyén cach doi gi dua ra thi gia

thiét ndy déng tin cay hon nhiéu. Chinh x4c, néu 13 bdi ngao thi Trac Moc Cudng Ba v cling mirng rd,



day 1a mot huéng tur duy hoan toan méi, truée ddy Cuong Nhat Pho Bac khong noi cho gi biét, ro rang
13 vi con vudng mic nhitng chuyén lién quan dén Pao quin Anh sang. G dot nhién phat hién ra, Pao
quan Anh sang va chién ngao khong ngd lai c6 mbi lién hé vo cling mat thiét.

Nhac Duong thay Trac Moc Cudng Ba cti dau khong néi gi, sac mit luc thi ming vui, lac lai to
ra kinh ngac, khong nén ndi to mo kéu lén: “Cudng Ba thiéu gia, dirng ¢6 vui trém mot minh nita chi,
ndi di xem nao, bdi ngao rdt cudc 1a giéng gi thé?”

Trac Mdc Cuong Ba néi: “Bbi, 1a bién chung ctia s61, cling ¢6 ngudi noi 1a mét loai hoan toan
khac v&i s6i, nhung chuyén chiing song chung véi séi thi khong thé nghi ngo nita, chi 1a dén ngay nay
khéng con ai trong thiy nita ma thoi. Trong cac ghi chép o, con bdi, toan thin tring nhu tuyét, hai chi
trudc thién sinh tan khuyét, cAn mét con so6i khac cdng méi di dugc, nhung nd so hitu tri tué rat cao,
dam nhan vai tro nhu quan su trong dan soi. Pan s6i no ma c6 mot con bdi, thi kha ning sin bét cua
dan s& nang cao 1én gip may lan, cho du c¢6 nhan clia chung ta da tién 1én thoi dai canh nong thi ciing
khong phai d6i tha ctia bon ching, chi c6 thé mang chiri 1a “lang bbi vi gian”(2) ma thdi, cau thanh ngir
ndy ciing chinh 1a tir 46 ma ra day. Néu bao Hai lam thu chinh 13 bdi ngao, thi ching ta c6 thé giai
thich tai sao chung thong minh dén thé r6i. Chinh xac, day 1a mot gia thiét rt co kha ning...”

Nhac Duong nhin Cwong Lap héi: “Cuong Lap thong minh 1dm a?”

Khong ngo, anh vira dut 101, Cuong Lap da kiéu ngao ngang cao dau, bat ngd phat ra mot tiéng
“odc...” Nhac Duong lai giat thot minh ngac nhién.

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac lai 16t d?ly chén ruou ctia moi ngudi, noi: “Nhitng diéu toi co thé ndi véi
céc cau chi c¢6 ngan ay thoi, nhirng dau méi khac, cac cau c6 thé tim duoc trong nhitng ngudn tu lidu
khac. Puong nhién, néu cac ciu tim dugc hiu nhan cua tdc Qua Ba, biét dau ho c6 thé cho cac cau biét
nhiéu hon nita ciing nén.”

Nhac Duong ngac nhién thot: “Hau nhan cta bo toc Qua Ba? Chéng phai toan bo bon ho da dén
Huong Ba La r6i hay sao?”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac lic dau: “Ai bao cau thé? Cau trai tré, cau phai phan bié¢t cho r6 quan h¢
gitta Pao quan Anh sang va bo toc Qua Ba. Pao quan Anh sang 1a nguoi trong bd toc Qua Ba 6 chirc
thanh, nhung thé hoan toan khong ¢ nghia 1a Pao quin Anh sang chinh 14 toan bd ngudi trong toc Qua
Ba! Nam xua khi bo toc Qua Ba gia nhap vuong triéu Tho Phon, da bi chia 1am ba nhanh, nhitng binh
s cudng trang nhat duoc lya chon dé gia nhap Pao quin Anh sang, binh si binh thuong thi lai ¢ 14n
trong cac canh quan khic, nhitng ngudi khac trong bo toc van 1a binh dan bach tinh. Nhitng ngudi
mang chau bau & Tt phuong miéu bién mat chi trong mot dém, vé sau lai xdy dung nén Bac Ba La than
miéu, chi c6 Pao quan Anh sang thoi! Con boc toc Qua Ba, thi van & lai sinh séng trén cao nguyen, co
diéu, bon ho khong thé khong che dau hanh tung, séng cudc doi ctia nhitng ké trén tranh an nap. Noi téi
day, grong mit Cuong Nhat Phd Bac thoang hién 1én mot nu cud1 dugm nét bi thuong, “Ngay hoi



trude Giai phong 4y, van con co nguoi trong thiy ngudi tdc Qua Ba bon ho ciing nhu dam nguoi Pat
M3 kia kia, ¢ trong ddy Himalaya, song nguyén thity, d6t nwong 1am riy, du canh du cu.”

“Tai1 sao ho khong di theo Pao quan Anh sang nhi?”” Nhac Duong kinh ngac kéu 1én, “C¢ 1€ nao,
dén ca bon ho ciing khong biét Pao quan Anh sang kia di d4u hay sao?”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac git dau néi: “Pung thé, Pao quan Anh sang bién mat qua bat ngo. Sau khi ho
bo di, sd phan cua nhitng ngud1 Qua Ba con lai that su rat bi tham. Ho tw nhan minh 13 dan tdc bi luu
day, nhirng binh si dang bao v¢ ho - bao v¢ bo toc Qua Ba, déng thot 1a tru chéng manh nhét cta
vuong triéu Thd Phon, da d6t nhién bién mat. Khi vuong triéu sup dd, bd toc Qua Ba cling chiu su dan
ap cuc 16m, c6 thé kéo dai kiép song tan ta ay dén ngay nay, ciing coi nhu 1a mot ky tich r6i.”

Trong 1ong Nhac Duong y con day ray nghi van, bdng nghe Trac Moc Cudng Ba néi: “Cam on
anh, d6i voi ching t6i ma noi, nhirng tin tirc ndy thue su rat quan trong...”

“Guom da!” Nhac Duong dot nhién ngét 101, vé nghi hodc 10 ra trén khudén mat, anh dua mét nhin
Cuong Nhat Pho Bac, nghiém giong hoi: “Rét cudc chi 12 ngudi nhu thé ndo?”” Trac Moc Cuong Ba
va doi truong H6 Duong déu ngan ra, tron xoe mat nhin Nhac Dwong. Nhac Duong lai noi: “Cudng
Ba thiéu gia, & ddy c6 van dé. Anh thir nghi ma xem, tai sao chi Ay lai biét nhiéu chuyén nhu thé?
Nhitng chuyén thé nay, chiing ta nghién ciru bao nhiéu lau nay roi, nhung di bao gid nghe noéi dén dau!
Trong cac tu liéu ma nhitng ngudi di trude nghién ciru, ciing khong hé nhac dén. “Noi tdi ddy, anh lai
quay sang phia Cwong Nhat Pho Bac, “Tir ddu cha c6 dugc nhitng thong tin nay? Tai sao chi lai séng
trén con duong 1én ndi cta ching t61? Rét cude chu 14 ai? Cha...”

Trac Mdc Cuong Ba ngan Nhac Duong lai, néi: “bu roi, Nhac Duong, dirng ¢6 doan bay doan ba
nita, cdu... cau vo 1& qua roi day! G ciing khong biét phai phé binh anh chang thich hoi cho dén rét
rdo tin ciing nay nhu thé nao nita, cang t& hai hon nita 13, trong 1ong i ciing nay sinh nhitng nghi van
hét nhu Nhac Duong vay.

Cuong Lap thdy anh chang nay tu6i khong 16n 1am, lai khong phai quen thudc gi cho cam ma dam
chat van Cuong Nhat Pho Bac, lién dot nhién ding phét day trudc mat chi nhan, lan nay trong mét nd
d3 16e 16n sat khi ghé nguoi, rd rang 1a ding yén bat dong, vay ma lai khién ngudi ta c6 cam giac co
thé lao bo téi bat ¢l lic nao. Khong hiéu vi sao, Nhac Duong chot cam théy hoi s¢ hai.

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac nhic tay an Cuong Lap xuéng, cudi ha ha ndi: “Cau trai tré, rot cudc cac
cau diéu tra nghién ctru vé Bac Ba La va Pao quan Anh sang bao nhiéu nim roi?”

Nhac Duong nhit thoi tic ti. Curong Nhat Phd Bac lai tiép 10i: “Toi nghe noi, nim d6 ngudi do
hoi dugc thong tin vé Bac Ba La than miéu chiang qua chi 1a nghe qua doan truyén thuyét tir miéng nghé
nhan hat xudng dan gian ma thoi, néu thuc su truy nguoc trd lai, thi con chua cé dén hai tram nim lich
str, con dén khi dan nudce ta biét vé Bac Ba La thi d4 1a cudi doi Thanh, dau doi dan quéc, tinh ra chi

cO tram nam ma thoi. The cdu co biét, thot gian gia toc ching t61 va Pao quan Anh sang mac m¢d voi



nhau, d4 trai qua hon nghin ndm r6i hay khong! Hon mot nghin ndm day! Ké tir ngay bon ho bién mat
khéi ¢bi doi nay!”

Nhac Duong dot nhién nhé ra diéu gi d6, bong nhién to vé kinh trong: “Chu. .. chi chinh 13 hiu
nhan cta bo tdc Qua Ba!”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac mim cudi lac dau: “Cau trai tré, dung tu tin nhu thé, 1an nay thi cau 1am roi,
to1 khong phai hau nhan cua b toc Qua Ba dau.”

Anh ta kho che ddu ndi nét thé luong trén gwong mat, thd dai néi: “Nhung gia tdc ching t6i, lai
phai ganh trén lung minh van ménh hét nhu hau nhin ciia bo toc Ay, vi thé, t6i ¢ thé cam nhan duoc
canh ngd cua nhitng hau nhan bd toc Qua Ba bi vt bo lai trén cao nguyén éy. Tét ca nhitng gi ho trai
qua, c6 18 14 rat giéng voi nhitng gi gia toc chung toi di timg gip phai.”

Nhac Duong lai hoi: “Rét cudc thi cht 1a ai?”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac 10 than sic dau d6n bi thuong, Cuong Lap thi rén “u i, dii dau vao nguc
chtl nhan, khe kh& co co. d6i truong H6 Duong thdy vay lién lén tiéng: “Pu rdi Nhac Duong, mbi
ngudi déu co bi mat clia riéng minh. ..” Nhac Dwong ngirng chit van, dot nhién suc nhd lai 101 ctia Lix
Canh Nam d4 tirng chi bao: “Nhac Duong, hiy nhé cho ky, mdi nguoi déu c6 bi mit ciia riéng minh.
Khi chat van nguoi ta, cAn phai phan biét rd rang liic ndo 1a thim van ké dich, Itc ndo 13 ban bé tro
chuyén. Hoi ciing can rat nhiéu ki xao d6!”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba dang khong biét xin 16i Cuong Nhat Phd Bac thé nao, thi Cuong Lap da dot
nhién dimg phat 1én khoi 10ng anh ta, canh giac nhin ra ctra, hai tai dung dtmg 1én, khé nhtc nhich, tya
nhu dang tim thong tin gi d6 trong khong khi, roi dot nhién noé ngoanh dau lai sua 1én mot tiéng vai
Cuong Nhat Pho Bac, tiéng sua vang ddi, dén ca Trac Moc Cuong Ba cling giat thot ndy nguoi.

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac giat minh suc tinh khoi con bi thwong, hoi Cuong Lap: “Bat dau rdi ha?”
Cuong Lap lai dap hai tiéng nita. Cwong Nhat lién vin tay nhdy xubng givong, bao Trac Moc Cudng
Ba: “Gid khong ndi miy chuyén nay nita, toi dan cac cau di xem mot man kich hay, dam bao 1a cac ciu

s6ng ngan ndy tudi roi cling chua timg thiy bao gid dau. Dé t6i 14y it dd da, Cuong Lap, mé cira ra.”

1. Tam phién: vdn 1 cc tuéng cii ciia nha Minh ddu hang ngudi Nit chin, ¢6 cong tro gitip ho xdm nhap Trung nguyén, vé sau dugc nha
Thanh phong virong tudc, tran nhim ¢ mAy tinh phia Nam: Binh Tdy virong Ngo Tam Qué ¢ Van Nam — Quy Chau; Binh Nam vwong
Thuong Kha Hy & Quang Pong; Tinh Nam vuong Canh Trong Minh ¢ Phuc Kién. Sau nay lim phan, qua cudc chién Tam phién chi loan
(1673-1681) Ian huot bi hoang ¢é Khang Hy tiéu diét va x6a bo dat phong.

2. Lang bdi vi gian: céu két v6inhau dé lam chuyén xiu.



Linh ngao Hai lam thu

Nhac Duong & gan ctra nhat, von dinh budc ra mé cira, khong ngdy Cuong Lap di le lang chen vao
day anh ra, bo nhio toi trude, dung dimg than 1én, gdy cai then mot cai md cira ra, lao vat vé phia
d6ng co rong thénh thang, Cwong Lap thich thi chay miy budc, r6i ngoanh dau lai, chi thay than thé
trang nhu tuyét cta nd nhe nhang ludt di trong lan gié lanh thiu xwong, tira nhu hoa tan thanh mot thé
v6i troi xanh miy tring dong co xanh mudt mit. Trong ddu Nhac Duong chot 16e 1én mot cum tir: ...
oai phong 1am 1am, hién ngang ngdi ngdi!” Pung vay, chinh 13 oai phong 1dm 1am! Cuong Lap luc nay
trong that hién ngang, bd 16ng mau trang bac sang bong 1én nhu lua, bé chat 14y than hinh thon dai tim
trong anh duong ruc rd, tya nhu trén troi c6 ddm may khé ludt xudng dong co niy vay.

Budc chin nhe nhang ay trra nhu ¢6 con ngwa ndi cao quy tung vo nhay mia, lai cang giéng thiéu
nit nguoi Tang dang nang chiéc khin Ha da tung ting khiéu vil trén thao nguyén ménh mang. Mot con
Tang ngao dep qua chirng, Nhac Duong nhin ma ngiy hét ca nguoi!

Trac Moc Cudng Ba khé vo 18n vai Nhac Duong, hoi: “Dep 1am phai khéng?”

Nhac Duong tho dai noi: “Tbi that khong dam tin 1a trén doi nay lai c¢6 con chd dep dén murc Ay,
dung 1a tao vat cua troi!”

Cuong Lap lao vat dén, chay xung quanh chin Trac Moc Cuong Ba hai vong. Nhac Duong nhin
no, n6 lién ngoanh dau di, khong thém nhin thang vao anh chang. Nhac Duong lau bau thic mic: “Hinh
nhu n6 khong thich toi r6i.”

Trac Mdc Cuong Ba cuoi cuodi: “Ai bao cau vira moi gap da noi nguoi ta uc ich. Cuong Lap nhé
1a cau néi gi day.”

“Khong phai chir!” Nhac Duong tron tron mit kéu 1én, “tir ngit triru twong nhu yc ich ma né ciing
hiéu a?”

Trac Mdc Cuong Ba noéi: “Cau khong doc bao cao phan tich ctia cac nha khoa hoc a? Cho nuoi
thong thudng c6 chi s6 thong minh ngang véi dua tré ba, bon tudi, cac loai dong vat ho chd ¢& 1on nhur
chod ngao, cho soi thi co tri thong minh twong duwong vai dira tré sau, bay tudi, néu dugce huan luyén
thém, ching c6 thé dat dén murc chi sb thong minh cua dtra tré muwo1 mot, mud1 hai tudi. Mot dua tré
mudi mdt, mudi hai tudi, cau cho rang cd gi nd khong hiéu duoc nira chir? Pac biét 1a giéng linh ngao
Hai lam tha nhu Cuong Lap day, tri tué ctia nd chi s¢ con cao hon cdu tudng tuong nhidu day, tiép xuc
v6i n6 nhiéu cdu sé& biét con vat ndy c6 thé mang dén niém vui bat ngd nhu thé nao.”

N6i doan, Trac Moc Cuong Ba nhoén miéng mim cudi, nhu dang hdi trdng lai chuyén ngay xua.

Cuong Lap ngdi xom bén canh gi, ngudc mit nhin vé phia xa, chdc chéc lai quay dau vao trong nha



kéu 1én nhirng tiéng “u, u” dai ngin khic nhau.

Nhac Duong thiy b dang ctia Cuong Lap c6 vé nhu dang thiic giuc Crong Nhat Pho Bac, nghi
ngoi mot thodng rdi lai ndi: “T6i nhd 14 m inh ndi bang tiéng phod thong co ma, chang 1& né lai con
hiéu duoc miy thir tiéng khac nhau co 4?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba mim cudi dap: “Néu 1a ménh 1énh don gian, thi du ¢6 thém may thir tiéng
nita Cuong Lap cling van nhé duge. Co diéu khi n6i chuyén binh thuong, chwa chic no da chi dung hai
tai dé nghe, n6 co thé quan sat dong tac, nét mat cua cau, léng nghe ngtr diéu, tdc d6 nbi cla cau, ngoai
ra, n6 con co thé ngtri dugc thong tin toa ra tir co thé cau khi néi chuyén, nam bat nhip tim va tinh
trang tiét md hoi trén da cta ciu nita, c¢6 thé hinh dung nd giéng nhu mot cai may phat hién noi doi vay.
Cuong Lap c6 thé quan sat dugc tam trang thuc su cua cau luc noi chuyén, 1a coi thudong nd hay 1a
dang khen ngoi no, thich né hay ghét nd. Trong céc than thoai truyén thuyét, linh ngao Hai lam tha 1a
dong vat thong linh co thé tham do duoc thé g1d1 nd1 tdm cua con nguoi, tham chi cau con chua mé
miéng, n6 da biét cdu mudn néi gi roi Ay chir.”

Nhac Duong khong kim dugc lai liéc mit sang nhin Curong Lap mot cai. Cuwong Lap tir ndy d3 doi
hudng ngdi, xoay lung vé phia Nhac Duong, than thai ngao man hudng anh mat nhin vé noi xa xam.
Trac Moc Cudng Ba néi: “Cau thuc 10ng thanh y xin 18i nd, Cuong Lap sé& tha thit cho cau. C6 phai
vay khong ha Cuong Lap?”

Nhac Duong lai thém mot phen ngac nhi€n, nhung trudce anh mét ¢d vii clia Cuong Ba thiéu gia,
anh chang van thir cat tiéng: “Chuyén kia... Cuong Lap tiéu thu, chuyén ndy... 13 t6i khong ding, t6i,
t0i, toi, nhitng 101 t6i vira n6i khi ndy that 1a vo 18 qua... Co... cd c6 thé lugng thir cho t6i khong...”
Loi noi con chua dat, Cuong Lap dd nhdm minh dtng 1én, hudng vao cin nha da sta hai tiéng. Nhac
Duong nhin sang phia Trac Moc Cuong Ba noi: “Chuyén nay...” Trac Moc Cuong Ba cuoi cuoi gat
dau: “Puoc roi, nd da tha thir cho cdu rdi ddy. Cuong Lap khong phai 1a hep hoi phai vy khong,
Cuong Lap.” Cuong Lap nhin Trac Moc Cuong Ba ddy vé dan ddi, trong miii “Urm, Urm’” mot tiéng dai,

r0 rang la dang co y: “Cai anh nay, sao lai di no1 gitip nguoi ngoai nhu the.”

Cuong Nhat Phd Bac xach theo mdt cai bao nho xff)ng x0c chay ra, miéng 1am bam: “Giuc cai gi ma
giuc, gip may thi ciing phai mang du d6 theo méi dugce cha?”

Poi trudng H6 Duong theo sat phia sau anh ta, ngit khi hét strc thanh khan: “Anh nghi lai duoc
khong?”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac duong nhur khong nghe thay, dua tay ngoac Cuong Lap: “Chung ta di.”
Cuong Lap lién din dau ca bon tiép tuc di vé phia Nam.

“Chung ta dang di dau thé nhi?” Nhac Duong hoi.

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac nd mot nu cuoi than bi, noi: “Dén noi thi cau s€ biét. Nhat dinh cac cau sé



théy hirng thii cho ma xem.” No61 doan lién nhay mit véi Trac Moc Cuong Ba mot cai.

Nhac Duong khong ngd 6ng chti nay lai con gid trd than bi, chan ngan chang budn hoi han tiép
ntra. do1 trudng Hb) Duong duong nhu van con buc chuyén Cuong Nhat Pho Bac tir chdi 161 moi cua
anh, ciing khong néi khong rang gi, khong khi phut chdc tram han di, bén nguoi ctr thé lang 18 di theo
sau Cuong Lap. Tbc do cua Cuong Lap rat nhanh, hinh nhu nd khong mudn dung budce tha bd cham lai
ma cu lao vun vut, chay trude cad mot doan, roi sau do lai chay vé dé moi nguo1 co the theo kip. Nhin
cai bong lao di lao vé loang loang ctia nd, Nhac Duong bat chot nay sinh cam ngd, anh ciing muén
duoc gidng nhu Cuong Lap kia, tung minh ty do chay dudi troi xanh miy trang, thoa strc hit thd bau
khong khi tir do, roi sau d6 lai ndm xudng, than thé va tim hon déu mé rong, cling véi thao nguyén hoa
vao thanh mot thé duy nht.

Khong bao 1au sau, mau 1ong cua Cuong Lap bit dau bién doi, nhudm sang thir sdc mau khién
nguoi ta phai tan nat ¢di 1ong, nhu mong, nhu 40; cai bong hinh kiéu ngao tw do chay nhay iy phang
phit nhu bét cr liic ndo ciing ¢ thé dap may ma bay lén tit tin chin ting troi. Khoanh khic ay, né dich
thuc 14 mot con than thi noi Thién gidi vi bat can ma luu lac xudng cdi nhan gian.

Nhac Duong tan thudng: “Mau sic dep qua. Day, day rot cudc 1a mau gi vay?” Anh chang luc tung
ca 6c 1én ma ciing khong tim ra dugc mot tinh tir nao thich hop dé hinh dung, chi biét dam chim trong
sac mau diém tuyét do.

Poi trudng H6 Duong ciing kinh ngac thdt 1én: “Chua bao gid t6i thiy con ché ngao nao co thé
bién ddi mau sic ca, sao nd 1lam nhu vay dugc nhi?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba noi: “Thay gido bao, ddy co 18 1a tac dong cuia co ndng sinh 1y tuong tu nhur
ctia Han huyét bao ma, ciing giéng nhu con ngudi ta khi tirc t6i thi d6 mit tia tai 1én vay, mdi khi Hai
lam tha bat dau chay toc do, cac mao mach huyét quan & dudi 16p da 16ng s& dugce don day cing, 1am
cho sic da bién doi, anh hudng dén bod 16ng mau bac, cong véi tdc dong chung cua cac nhan t6 khac
nhu thoi tiét, sy phan xa, chiét xa anh sang s& 1am hién 1én thtr mau sic ma chiing ta dang nhin thay
day. Hai lam thu chay rat gioi, chiing thich chay nhdy trong tit ca cac dong vat ho ché, ngoai Tt ky 1an
ra thi chung 1 loai chay nhanh nhét, hon nita ching con c6 thé duy tri tbc do nhanh nay mot thoi gian
dai, strc bén co thé so voi chién mi duge. Tuong truyén Tuyét son than nit da ban cho ching ba diém
lanh: ban cho ching bd 16ng sdc hai lam ruc r& tuyét tran, con hép dan mé hodc hon ca lam bao thach;
ban cho chiing than thé nhe nhang nhu ang may dé chiing c6 thé tur do tur tai tung ting chay nhay, tré
thanh nhitng tinh linh dudi theo ngon gid; ban cho chung trai tim thong tué, khién ching ¢ thé doc hiéu
tat thay ngon ngit trén thé gian nay.”

Nhac Duong 1€ ludi ndi: “Téi cling mudn nudi mdt con Hai lam thi nay qua.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba cuoi cudi lac dau: “Chi c6 thé gip ma khong thé cau dau. Trudc khi ngao

con trudong thanh, khong ai biét nd s& 1a mdt con ngao nhu thé nao, thim chi con khong thé phan biét



duoc chiing véi 1i chd con thong thudng nira.” Noi téi day, gi khong khoi liéc nhin Cuong Lap day
cam thong, nhé lai nam do, Cuong Lap cling 1a mot con ngao bi loai nguoi bo roi.

b1 thém mdt doan dudng nira, Nhac Duong lai 1én tiéng bat chuyén: “Chu Cuong Nhat Phd Bac 3,
c6 phai noi ching ta sip dén day rat nguy hiém khong?”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac gat dau: “Khong sai, ¢6 hoi nguy hiém mdt chat, c6 diéu chi can than thi
khong gip van dé gi dau.”

Poi trudng H6 Duong ndi: “Noi ndy trdi trong gié nhe, cling khong nghe thay tiéng da tha gim
g30, sao cau biét 1a co nguy hiém?”

Nhac Duong noi: “Ho doi truong quén roi a2 Luc moi dén ddy, Ma Bao noi ¢6 noi rat nguy hiém
ma.”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac néi: “Ha? Cac cdu tir chd thon lang cia M Bao dén day a, t6i con tudng 1a
Cudng Ba truc tiép dua cac cau dén day ludn chir.”

Nhac Duong lac dau: “Khong phai, 1a Ma Bao dua chiing t6i dén, c6 diéu duoc nira dudng thi anh
ta quay tré vé roi, chang hiéu vi sao nira.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba mim cudi: “Theo toi thi chic anh ta hoi sg Cuong Lap thoi.”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac ciling cudi theo, noi: “Dung vy, miy nim trudc nha anh ta mat ctru, con
chua tra xét cho rd rang gi dd dén chét van toi roi, luc Ay tranh cdi nay ltra 1am. Nhung Cuong Lap thi
khong chiu ndi nguoi khac dimg cdi nhau trude cira nha, 61 thi chdc 14t ciing chwa kip quat nd dirng
lai, khién M4 Bao kinh hii mat mot phen. V& sau toi gitip anh ta tim lai dwgc clru, anh ta ciing dén xin
16i roi, nhung mdi khi thiy Cuong Lap, anh ta van ¢t hoi... ha ha...”

“Cuong Lap loi hai 1dm a?”” Nhac Duong nhin cai bong phiéu phiéu luét di phia trude, thé nao
cling khong thé lién hé duoc con chd to twdng vii dau vao 1ong Trac Moc Cudng Ba niing nju dy va
hai chir “lo1 hai” véi nhau.

Duong nhu Cuong Lap nghe ngong duogc gi do, 1ién ngoanh dau lai hudng vé phia Cuong Nhat
Pho Bac sta 1én hai tiéng “oat oat” bat man. Cuong Nhat Pho Bac noi: “Ding coi thudng Cuong Lap
nha chung tdi, ngudi ta hay néi ho cai phat uy thé nay thé no, chir khong biét Cuong Lap nha ndy ma
ndi gian lén thi...”

Cuong Lap nghe thé thi cudng 18n, x6ng dén can giu 40 Cuong Nhat Pho Bac, khong nging giat
giat, trong ¢ hong phét ra nhitng tiéng gam gir tram duc, thai do uy hiép cang rd rét hon nita, ro rang 1a
dang noi: “Khong duogc ké tiép! Khong duoc ké tiép!”

Cuong Nhat Phd Bac cuoi phé Ién: “Puogc roi, duoc rdi, khong noi, khong néi nira. Thuc ra
nhirng luc Cuong Lap diu dang, thi khong ai hiéu 1ong hon né dau.” Khi 4y Cuong Lap méi chiu nha
mom, ludt ra xa nhu mot lan khoi. Cuong Nhat Pho Bac cham cht nhin theo bong lung con chd cung,

anh mat thAm dAm tinh cam. Trong 4nh mit ngude nhin Cuwong Lap cta anh ta, Nhac Duong dudng nhu



cling hiéu ra diéu gi d6, chang trach Cuong Ba thiéu gia khong muron duoc Cuong Lap, Cuong Lap
chinh 14 mot phan cta sinh ménh chit Cwong Nhat Phd Bac rdi con gi, dirng noi 13 mot ngay, du chi
mot phat, mot gidy cha 4y ciing khong thé roi Cuong Lap duoc. Khong c6 Cuong Lap, Cuong Nhat
Pho Bac 1am sao c6 thé mot minh séng dudi ngon nai tuyét ¢o lidu lanh 180 ndy suét mudi miy nim
rong dugc co chu.

Tiép tuc di vé phia Nam mudi may phut nita, dudng di cang lac cang cao dan, da di vao khu vuc
khe ranh nhap nhd, khong biét ban than dang & chd nao nita réi. Nhac Duong dura mit quan sat xung
quanh, nhan dién phuong vi, 161 n6i: “Hinh nhu tir ndy dén g0 chung ta déu di vé phia Nam.”

Poi truong H6 Duong git dau xac nhan: “Khong sai.”

Nhac Duong néi: “Khong biét c6 gip miy nguoi nhom lat ma A La khong nhi?”

“Hu?” Cuong Nhat Phd Bac néi, “Céc céu con nhitng nguo1 khac nira a?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba lién noi lai viéc ho phan 1am ba nhom chia ba huéng tham do tim duong 1€n
nai. Cuong Nhat Pho Bac nghe xong nghiém giong néi: “Ho gip nguy hiém roi!”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba thoang nghi ngoi trong gidy 1at, lat ma A La, Ba Tang, Truong Lap, ba nguoi
nay di chung voi nhau thi c6 thé gip nguy hiém gi co chtr? Ga lién dap: “Ho khong gip chuyén gi dau,
ba nguoi Ay than tha con tot hon ca toi nira Ay chir.”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac lac dau: Con ngudi khong so hiém nguy, dang so nhat 1a nguoi ta khong biét
day 1a nguy hiém.”

Nhac Duong d6t nhién kiéng chan 1én ngude nhin 16n tiéng hoi: “O, d6 khong phai nhom cua lat
ma A La diy hay sao? Truong Lap! Anh Ba Tang! Lat ma A La! O day! Ching t6i & day!”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac gid méi thd phao nhe nhdm: “Ciing may.” Cuong Lap ciing quay lai, nhin
bbn nguoi la dang xa.

Lat ma A La d3 dén gan. Nhac Duong budc 1én don roi hoi: “Thé nio roi?”

Ba Tang lic dau, nhin bo dang thi ho ciing khong tim thy dudng thich hop dé 1én nti. Ngay sau
d6, ho lién trong thiy Cuong Lap, sac hai lam khap thdn né dang nhat dan rdi 4n di, thoat nhin trong
nhu théu 1én chi chit khap minh nhitng ngdi sao nhap nhay hai lam. Nhung Cuong Lap nhin miy ngudi
bon ho thi khong dugc thién cam cho 1dm, né canh gidc nhin chim cham vao Ba Tang, khong gian
khong stia, ca4 mong vudt ciing can than thu vé, nhung khi thé an trong 4nh mat thi dén ca ngudi nhu Ba
Tang ciing dudng nhur khong chiu dung ndi. Ca Cuong Nhat Pho Bac ciing thoi khong cudi nita, khong
doi Trac Moc Cudng Ba gi6i thiéu, da di 16n trude, myc tiéu nham thang vao Ba Tang. Cuong Lap
lang 1€ im lim di theo sat phia sau.

Ba Tang canh gidc, xuat phat tir mot thir ban ning, ban tay anh ta da dit 1én can dao gaim. Khong
ngo, Cuong Nhat Pho Bac chi ludt qua bén canh, diém dam ném lai mot cau: “Sat khi trén nguoi cau

nang qua, Cuong Lap khong thich cau, can than mot chat.” Cuong Lap liéc anh ta mot cai, roi cling di



qua. Ba Tang luc 4y mdi nhin ra, khi mot ngudi, mot chd nay lai gan, khi thé dé nén ay khién anh ta
cam thiy kho thd, diéu ndy thi ca Cudng Ba thiéu gia cling khong thé 1am ndi.

Chd Cuong Nhat Phd Bac va Cuong Lap dirng lai, tinh c& lai ¢ ngay truée mit lat ma A La. Khoe
mi¢ng Cuong Nhat Phd Bac né ra mot nu cudi lanh 180, anh ta ha giong: “Lau 1am khong duoc gap
cao thi chan chinh réi, phai khong, Cuong Lap, miy ciing khong kim duge mudn do stc véi ong ay
mot phen rdi dung khong?” Cuong Lap phén chin tinh thin, bén chan ding virng, cuing v&i cha nhin
dung dbi dién vai dai su, hai ngudi mot chd ngao xép thanh hinh chit pham ().

Lat ma A La con chua hiéu chuyén gi, nghi hodc hoi: “Anh 14?”” Bdng nhién, ong nhin thdy hoa vin
trang tri trén can dao cua Cuong Nhat Pho Bac, 16n tiéng kéu lén, “Anhla...”

Loi con chua dut, dao ctia Cwong Nhit Pho Bac d3 roi vo, vach mot dudng cong trén khong trung,
cit théng vao trudc mit lat ma A La. Pai su tAm theo v dong, khong lui ma con tién 1én trudce, vuon
tay ra diing vao khoanh khic ludi dao cat i, tay khong doat vii khi, truc tiép tam lay ¢ tay cam dao
cua Cuong Nhat Pho Bac. Chiéu nay sém da nam trong du tinh cia Cuong Nhat Phd Bac, cd tay anh ta
hoi nghiéng di, chuyén thanh thé chit xudng, néu lat ma A La khéng chiu thu tay thi ching khac ndo tur
mang tay minh ra himg 13y ludi dao, con néu rat tay vé danh tiép thi ludi dao ciia Cuong Nhat Pho
Bac s¢€ 1ap ttrc chuyén thé chém thanh don dam, lat ma A La it s& hoan toan roi vao thé bi dong.

Gioi thay cho lat ma A La, trong khoanh khic ngan cén treo soi toc Ay, khong ngd lai khong chiu
thu tay vé, ma ciing thudn thé 14t ¢ tay theo ludi dao, ddng thoi xde tay ra vo manh vao mit bén thin
dao. Cuong Nhat Phd Bac chi théy ban tay té ran, suyt nira thi khong gitr dugc vii khi, doi khi anh ta
nam chit dao dinh bién chiéu khac thi da bi lat ma A La nim lay ¢ tay roi, nim ngén tay ctia ong ma
bop chit lai thi khac nio gong kim thép gitr chit. Pung luc then chdt 4y, Cuong Nhat Pho Bac khé quat
mot tiéng: “Cuong Lap!”

Meénh I€nh vira phat ra, Cuong Lap tlrc khic hanh dong, cai bong lao vut 1én khoi mat dat so vai
anh dao ltc niy cua Cuong Nhat Pho Bac khong hé chidm hon chit nio, ham ring trang mudt nham
thang vao canh tay lat ma A La cin t6i. Néu lan niy 6ng con khong thu tay vé, chi so kho ma gitr duoc
canh tay 4y. Lat ma A La khong hé suy nghi d rut tay giat tré vé tranh khoi ham riang sic nhon ctia
Cuong Lap, ké d6 lai vuon ra 4n xudng dau con ngao, rut tay roi lai viron tay nhanh dén ndi dudng
nhu 6ng co ban chua ting nhich dong vay.

That khong ngd, than thé dang chdém 18n khong trung cia Cuong Lap tua nhu con ngwa bi ghim
cuong, noi dimg 1a ding ludn, dot nhién ngoanh dau nguoc lai, van nham chudn vao canh tay lat ma A
La. Lac nay Cuong Nhat Pho Bac ciing dd nim chit can dao, ddm vong qua bén dudi bung Cuong Lap.
Lat ma A La khong con 16i tranh né, danh phai thu tay vé dong thoi 1ui mot bude nho.

Mot dao cua Cuong Nhat Pho Bac rd rang da khong thé dam tring lat ma A La dugc nita, nhung
anh ta van khong hé do du dam thiang t6i cho hét da. Lat ma A La dang tudng rang day 1a so ho, thi



mot su viée kho ¢ thé tudng tuong dd xay ra, than thé dang ¢ trén khong trung cia Cuwong Lap xoay
mot vong, dap 1én canh tay vuon théng ra cua Cuong Nhat Phd Bac, muon luc doi hudng, dot nhién bo
nhao lao théng to1 trrdc mat vi lat ma gia.

P6i mit voi mot thé khong 10 ap toi nhu vay, chi trong thoi gian ngan ngii tua tia lira xet 1én khi
dap hai tang d4 vao nhau, trong dau lat ma A La d3 dién lai tit ca cAc chiéu thirc minh tung hoc duogc,
nhung van khong tim ra tu thé ndo thich hop dé xuét tha. Anh bac 14p 16a, thanh dao ctia Cuwong Nhat
Phd Bac twa nhu con ran doc theo sat phia sau Cuong Lap dam to1. Lat ma A La vira 1ui mot bude, thé
ding con chua vitng, phen nay vo ké kha thi, danh phai thuan da tiép tuc thoai lui, 1an nay 6ng phai
lién tiép 1ui ba budc méi tranh duogc thé vo cua Cuong Lap. Cuong Nhat Phd Bac va Cuong Lap ciing
khong tiép tuc truy kich, chi cuoi 1én ha ha: “Khéng biét phap hiéu cua thuong su 13 gi?”

Lat ma A La dap: “A La Cach Qua.”

Cuong Nhat Phd Bac lap tirc 10 vé trang nghiém kinh trong: “Qua nhién 1a Mat tu gia, 1o1 hai.”

Lat ma A La liéc mat sang phia miy ngudi bon Trac Moc Cuong Ba, ha giong néi: “That khong
ngo, & day gap dugec... hau du¢ cua Bach Ngan.”

Lat ma A La giao chién véi Cuong Nhat Pho Bac va Cuong Lap, chi trong khoanh khic di phan
thang bai roi tach ra, thoi gian tong cong chua dugc hai cai nhay mat, sau d6 lién thiy dai su sai chan
budc Iui, Trac Moc Cudng Ba dinh 1én tiéng ngin can, con chua kip kéu 1én thi moi su da két thuc roi,
con Truong Lap dang mai noi chuyén vi Nhac Duong thi thdm chi con chang trong thiy gi. Lac Trac
Moc Cuong Ba chay dén bén canh hai ngudi, khong khi d3 tré nén hét sire hoa hop thoai mai, g gidi
thiéu qua miy ngudi v6i nhau, roi 14y 1am nghi hodc: “A qua, dai su, vira ndy hai nguoi...”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac cudi cuoi vai Trac Moc Cuong Ba: “Khong ¢6 gi, vira niy Cuong Lap cam
giac dugce ¢ day c6 mdt vi cao thu cuc ky loi hai, toi nhét thoi ngura tay mudn thir mot phen thoi. Ha
ha, khong ngd con c6 ca Mat tu gia gitip d& miy cau, vy thi doc duong chic cac cau khong phai gip
tré ngai 1on gi dau.”

Lat ma A La cudi kho noi: “Mat tu gia cling 1 ngudi, vira ndy chang phai toi da khong dich noi
anh va con Tuyét... Hai, Hai lam tha! P4y 1a mot con Hai lam tha!” Luc ndy vi su gia méi nhin rd
than van khi thé ctia Cuong Lap, khong khoi thd dai than rang, “Chang trach no lai co toc do va sur
bién hoa khéo 1éo nhuong ay, khong ngd lai chinh 14 linh ngao trong truyén thuyét!” Ong khé gat gat
dau, tra hd vira ndy c6 thua ciing chang hé oan udng chut nao.

Trac Mgc Cuong Ba da ting ¢ chung vé1 Cuong Lap mot thot gian dai, nhung ga cling chua tirng
duoc chimg kién Cuong Lap chién ddu. Vira niy Cuong Lap xoay chuyén ddo minh trén khong trung,
mot chiéu éy qua thuc hét strc tinh diéu doc ddo, lai con tAim y trong thong v&1 Cuong Nhat Phd Bac,
phoi hop lién lac nhu cdo troi khong vét rach, ché ngao binh thuong sao ¢6 thé 1am noi diéu ndy co

chtr, e rang chi ¢ chién ngao trong truyén thuyét mai c6 ban linh nhu vay ma thoi. Ga hoi oan trach



n6i vi Cuong Nhat Pho Bac: “A qua, Cuong Lap 1a chién ngao phai khong, vy ma tir dau chi cudi
anh van khong chiu cho t6i biét!”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac xoa xoa 1én tran Cuong Lap, cuoi lanh lung: “Chién ngao a? Ha ha, néu
Cuong Lap 1a mot con chién ngao, chi e vira ndy vi dai su A La nay d3 nam xuéng d6 roi.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba kinh ngac thét 1én: “Anh ndi gi vay?”

Lic ndy Cuong Nhit Phd Bac dang quan sat nhitng ngudi dén ciing véi lat ma A La. Vi dai su vira
do strc v6i minh thi khong can néi, ngudi bén canh trong lanh ling tan khdc dén d6 khong can hoa
trang ciing c6 thé di dién vai sat tha dugc, khong hiéu da giét bao nhiéu ngudi roi, rd rang 1a mot tay
song sot trén chién trudng; anh chang tré tuéi dang noéi chuyén véi Nhac Duong trong ciing ran chic
khoe manh, thoat nhin biét ngay 13 hdo thit dwoc huan luyén ki cang. Anh ta quay sang nhin Trac Moc
Cuong Ba néi: “Moi ngudi doi t6i mot 1at.” Noi doan lién budc thang dén chd anh chang ngudi Pat
M3 dan dudng cho nhom ciia lat ma A La.



Soi

Lat ma A La quan sat ki Cuong Lap, doan gat dau noi: “Khéng sai, chién ngao khong can con
nguoi ra 1€nh, ching s€ tu can ctr vao tinh hinh trén chién truong ma phan doan ra thuc luc cta hai
bén dich ta. Néu trong cudc do suc vira ndy, bén canh c6 mot con chién ngao, no s¢€ ra tay vao khoanh
khac chiéu s cua toi két thic, bién hoa da hét, tan cong luc doi phuong khong phong bi, mot don 1a
chi mang ngay. “Khéng hiéu vi sao, nhin thdy Cuvong Lap chién dau, lai nghe lat ma A La n6i dén chién
ngao, Trac Moc Cudng Ba bét giac nhd dén ba anh em nha s6i xAm ho gip & Kha Kha Tay Ly. Ciing
d3 gan hai ndm rdi, khong biét ba anh em nha chiing bay gio ra sao, ban tay gi lan dén chiéc tai dung
d6 quy, cAy sao xuong van ling 1& nim bén trong do.

Nhac Duong va Truong Lap ciing chay dén, hip tip hoi: “Vira nily sao thé, hinh nhu t6i thdy chu
Cuong Nhat Pho Bac va dai su danh nhau ha?”

“Khong ¢6 gi.” Lat ma A La diém dam lic dau, “Anh Cuong... Cuong Nhat Phd Bac nay 1a mot
vd si, vira ndy chiing t6i thir sttc mot chut thoi.” Ong dua miat liéc sang phia Cuong Nhat Pho Bac, chi
thay anh ta dang n6i miy cau gi d6 v6i anh chang nguoi Pat Ma tén 1a Kién Tang kia. Chang trai tré
bién sic, lic dau lia lia, roi lai nguoc sang phia ho, gat gat dau khong ngung. ..

“Céac vi! Cac vi!” Cuong Nhat Ph6 Bac 16n tiéng néi, “Céc vi, t6i dinh dua Cuong Ba dén mot
noi, nhung ma & chd ay, chd ay hoi nguy hiém mot chut. Toi thay tat ca déu 1a nguoi timg dugce huan
luyén, khong biét moi ngudi c6 mudn di chung khong? Néu khong thich, thi gio Kién Tang phai vé
lang, cau ay s& dwa moi nguoi ve.”

Truong Lap ciing nghe Nhac Duong nhic dén chuyén nay, lién cao giong hoi: “Cha Cuwong Nhat
Pho Bac a, thé chiing ta di dau vay?”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac ngoanh sang nhin Nhac Duong va Truong Lap: “Cac chang trai, hai cdu co
sQ s01 khong?”

Nhac Duong con chua kip dap 10, hai mat Trac Moc Cudng Ba da sang ruc 1én, trong hét dtra tré
sau tudi dot nhién nghe thiy sip duoc di cong vién Disney vay. Ga voi hoi: “Soi! O ddy ¢6 soi ha?
Phat hién ra luc ndo thé? Lan trudc 61 dén c6 nghe anh néi gi dau?” Cwong Nhat Phdé Bac mim cudi:
“T6i di bao chéc chin ciu s& hirng thtt ma. Sau khi cau di 11 s61 moi dén vung nay, trudc sau ba dot,
dic biét 1a dot cudi cung, to1 dam bao 1a cau chua théy bao gid. Hom nay chung co chién dich 16m, thé
nao, c6 mudn di xem khong?”

Nhac Duong thic méic: “Chién dich 16n gi vay?”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac dap: “MAay hom trude c6 mot dan bo Yak hoang di qua lanh dia cua 1ii soi,



bi dan s6i bao vay r6i. Hom nay, bon ching s& quyét chién mot tran. Cuong Lap da ngri thdy mui
thudc stng, gio di nhanh nhanh 18n thi vira vin kip xem d6.”

“Gi ha, dan s6i va dan bo Yak quyét chién ha!” Nhac Duong kich dong dén ndi lac ca giong di. Tur
sau khi nghe lat ma Alaké chuyén thi chién, bon ho van ctr cam khai réng minh sinh mudn mat mot
nghin nim, gid' & ngay trude mat lai 6 mét man hay nhu vay, c6 18 so véi cude chién nim xua ciing
khong khac nhau 1a miy dau.

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac nhin moi nguoi, Nhac Duong va Truong Lap thi kéu gao nhat dinh doi di
cho dugc, lat ma A La thi thé nao ciing xong, doi truéng HO Duong thoang suy nghi mot chut roi ndi:
“Ciing tot, tién thé tham do dia hinh luon.” Ba Tang dudng nhu dang nhé lai chuyén gi d6 trong qua
khr, khoe miéng giat giat lién hoi, khong néi cau nao, thiy Nhac Duong ngudc nhin sang, anh ta lai
kién dinh gat dau.

Moi nguoi thuong luong mot hdi, ai ciing dong v di, Kién Tang trd vé lang trudc, roi ca dam
ngudi con lai tiép tuc theo chan Cuong Lap, tréo 1én doc phia Nam.

Cuong Nhat Phd Bac nhin lai, théy tinh ca minh vao thi téng cong da co tam thanh vién, khong
khoi 1am bam néi: “Tam ngudi, hoi nhiéu roi, cling khéng biét 1 tt hay khong t6t nita.” Anh ta trong
théy thiét bi do dac trong tay Nhac Duong, dot nhién suc nhé ra diéu gi do, lién hoi Trac Moc Cuong
Ba: “Céc ciu c6 thiét bj lién lac gi khong?”

Trac Mgc Cuong Ba gat dau. Cuong Nhat Phd Bac cuéng 16n n6i: “Tat hét, tat hét, s bi phat hién
day.” Trac Moc Cudng Ba ngan ngudi, khong biét song dién tir c¢6 thé bi bay soi phat hién ra hay
khong, nhung Cuong Nhat Pho Bac da lo lang nhu thé, thi gi ciing danh béo lai tinh hinh cho Lir Canh
Nam 13, roi cung moi nguoi tit hét cac thiét bi truyén tin.

D1 thém mot lac nita, Trac Mdc Cuong Ba lai hoi: “Lii so1 dén vung nay tu khi nao thé?”

Nhac Duong ciing hoi: “Tong cong c¢6 bao nhiéu con bd Yak hoang? Nghe khau khi ltc niy cua
chi thi dudng nhu bay sé6i chiém wu thé hon phai khong?”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac nhin hai ngudi hai bén trai phai cia minh, r6i tra 101 Nhac Duong trudc:
“Bay bo Yak hoang dy do chirng c6 nam sau chuc con. Cé diéu soi 1a thién dich ctia bo Yak, ¢6 luc ba
hay nim con s6i da c6 thé khién ca bay bo Yak hoang loan that kinh rdi, hudng ho 13 1an nay ching
khong hé chiém wu thé vé sd lugng. Toi cho rang ching that bai 1a cai chac, chung ta xem 14 xem bay
s6i dung cach ndo dé chién thing thoi.”

Nghe no6i bay bd Yak khong chiém wu thé vé sé lugng, Trac Moc Cudng Ba bat giac liéc mit sang
nhin Cuong Nhat Phd Bac. Cuong Nhat Phd Bac cling biét ga dinh noi gi, lién dap luon: “Cau di xem
12 biét ngay thoi, bay soi nay dam bao khac voi tit ca nhitng by s6i ma cdu ting thay trudc day.” Noi
r6i anh ta ngude nhin 1én phia trude, thiy Cuong Lap dang chay ¢ phia xa, méi tra 101 cAu hoi dau tién

cua Trac Moc Cuong Ba, “Lic trudce to1 ndi roi con gi, trude sau co ba dot, dai khai 1a sau khi cau di



khéng bao 1au thi dot dau tién dén, Cuong Lap phat hién ra bon ching. Con dau dan trudc day thi toi
chwa gip 1an ndo, c6 diéu thi linh ctia chiing bay gio 1a mdt con soi trang, mdt con Bach nhin lang!”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac gan giong noi, nhung lai ha giong xudng rat thip: “Pan so6i thir hai dén day
vao khoang bon ndm truéde, chung vo1 dan soéi dau tién mdi bon chiém mot khu, tir trude dén gio déu
khéng c6 xung dot gi, con dau dan chic 1a da gia roi, lung né gi 18n hoi giéng lung bo Yak hoang, t6i
g0i n6 13 con Lung gu. Hai dan s6i nay déu chang khac gi cac dan soi thong thuong ca, mot dan kiéu
gia tdc, co khoang murdi lam mudi sau con; dan thir hai la kiéu tap doan, dai khai c6 khoang hai bay
hai tdm con gi d6, theo t0i quan sat thi dai khai dan nay do bon gia tdc soi hop lai ma thanh, néu khong
phai do Cuong Lap thi c6 khi t6i ciing chang buén quan tim dén sy ton tai ctia chiing 1am gi. Nhung
dan so6i thi ba thi hoi c¢6 chat ¢6 quéi, néu két qua may 1an thong ké ctia t6i chinh xac, thi tong sd
lugng bon ching 14 khoang tam trén dudi hai trim con.”

Poi trudng H6 Duong tron tron mat 1én: “Khong thé nhu vay duoc!”

Nhac Duong to mo thic mic: “Sao lai khong thé cha?”

Poi trudng H6 Duong lac dau: “Cau khong hiéu loai soi rdi, tuy soi 12 dong vat quan cu, nhung
quan cu khong c6 nghia 13 tu tip mot cach vo do, diéu nay do nhiéu nhan t6 khac nhau nhu méi truong,
thirc an, gia toc... két hop lai quyét dinh. Mot dan so61 thong thudong chinh 1a mot gia toc, do mdt cap
vo chong s6i dau dan dan cac con cung di sdn mdi, s6 luong tir bay dén muoi hai con 1a uu viét nhat,
cuc ky it thdy dan nao vuot qua hai muoi con. Chi khi dén miia dong, con mdi it di, cin phai vay bat
cac con moi 16n thi may gia toc s6i da quen biét, lai ¢6 1anh dia gin nhau mGi tap hop lai thanh mot
dan 16m, c6 diéu dong nhét thi s6 lwong cling chi tAm ba bdn chuc con, do mdt doi vo ché)ng sO1 vu th
nhat, kinh nghiém phong phti nhat 1am tht linh. Con chuyén hai trdm con so6i tip trung mdt chd thi it
nhat 13 t6i chua ting thiy bao gid, chi c6 trong tiéu thuyét moi viét nhu vay thoi. Viéc nay lién quan
dén van dé s6 luong vat sin va phan chia chién loi pham. .. vi khi bay so6i di sin thi mbi mot con soi
trudng thanh déu phai tham gia chién dau, hon nira con phai dam bao rang mdi mdt con soi trudng
thanh déu dugc phan chia cho du lugng thirc an danh cho n6. Phai biét réng, soi1 1a loai dong vat an tap
nhung chu yéu 14 an thit, theo cAc nha sinh vat hoc tinh toan, khi sd luong mot dan so61 vuot qua hai
muoi con, hiéu suat san bat khéng nhitng ting 1én ma nguoc lai con giam di dang ké, su sinh ton ctia ca
bay s6i s& rat kho duy tri dugc. Hai trim con s6i ma séng chung véi nhau, trir phi 1a chung hoc duoc
khai hoang cay cdy, an ngo thay thit thi con tam tam...”

Nhac Duong trAm ngdm nghi ngoi, nhin bd dang nhur hiéu ma lai nhu khong hiéu. Truong Lap thi
nghe chéng biét dau vao dau, 1am bAm mdt minh: “Tdi van khong hiéu, n6i nhu thé nao thi ndi, mot
quan thé bao gio chang cang dong cang tot sao?”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac lién 18n tiéng: “Ly lun vé t6 hop hiéu qua nhat khi di san ctia d6i truéng HO

t6i ciing tirng nghe n6i dén rdi, nhung chuyén d6 phai c6 diéu kién tién quyét trude di. Y t6i 14, trong



hoan canh sd luong con modi ¢ han, sy khac biét gitra dan so6i nay va dan soi khac khong 16m, mdi dan
déu c6 lanh dia riéng va bi han ché pham vi sin bat, dé bao dam bay dan ctia minh c6 thé tiép tuc sinh
ton vé sau, bon ching mdi can thiét phai han dinh sb luong soi trong dan. Khi s6 lugng vuot qua gidi
han ma ving l4nh dia cua bay dan c6 thé cung dudng, bay soi sé& tu dong truc xuat nhitng ca thé yéu
nhuoc, dao 1y ndy ciing gidng nhu cic cong ty 1on cat giam nhan vién khi kinh té gip kho khan vay. C6
diéu, quan diém nay chi duoc 14p ludn chirmg minh trén gidy ma thoi, miy nha sinh vat hoc kia da qua
coi thudng 1 s6i roi. Cau ciing biét rdi, dén nuia dong khi do an thiéu thon, cac gia toc soi s& gac bo
thanh kién, hop lai thanh dan 16n dé tién hanh sin bat trén dién rong. Ma cau c6 biét, cac gia tdc soi
dua vao sy 16n manh cua thue luc dé phan dinh pham vi 1anh dia hay khong; cau cso biét réng, gitra
cac gia toc s6i, ngoai to hop két hop ra, con c6 xua dudi va thdn tinh 13n nhau nira hay khong, cau co
biét hai gia tdc sO1 ¢ canh nhau tién hanh dam phan, khiéu chién, roi dan dén chién tranh nhu thé nao
hay khong, 6i chiing con mai phuc, vay cong, thuc hién hanh dong danh ran chit dau véi thi linh gia
toc dbi phuong, hodc gia dan du cac con séi tré tudi clia quan dich bo dan, hay tim nhiing con s61 don
doc, dé né tré thanh chdt cam bén phia quan dich cta minh nita, nhitng diéu ndy cau da nghe ndi dén
bao gid chua?”

M4y nguoi bon doi truéng Ho6 Duong nghe ma tron mat ha hbc miéng ra. Cuong Nhat Pho Bac noi
mot hoi dai nhu vay, phai dimg trén doc nui nghi mot chit roi méi tiép tuc sai chan di theo Cuong
Lap, ngoanh lai noi v&i doi truong HO Duong: “Trén thuc té, vi quan sat bay séi 1a mot chuyén hét
strc nguy hiém, thém vao d6 13 ban than 14 s6i cling khong dé dang dé ké khac theo dau, sé lugng lai
cang ngy cang it, dirng ndi 1a céc cau, dén ca ban than t6i canh chirng 1ii s6i y bao nhiéu nim roi,
cling chi 1én 1t quan sét thdy c6 vai 1an thoi. Thé nén toi méi ndi, 1an niy din moi ngudi di xem soi s&
hoan toan khic véi nhitng gi moi ngudi tudng twong trong dau.”

Nhac Duong thoang ngan ngudi, r6i chay dudi theo hoi: “Nhitng gi chti vira noi, toan 1a vé bay séi
thir ba phai khong?”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac tham khen anh chang nay 1a ngudi co canh, chi dua vao chuyén minh néi hai
bay s6i dau tién déu rat binh thuong ma da dodn ra dugc nhitng gi ndi vé sau déu 1a hanh vi ctia bay
soi thir ba, lién git dau dap: “Ptng thé. Cau khong biét day thoi, quan niém vé lanh dia ctia séi von rat
manh. M6t 14 vi tinh ¥ lai, du sao thi ddy ciing 12 noi chiing n sinh ra va truéng thanh; hai 13 vi ching
khéng tac chién trong hoan canh khong quen thudc, mdi mdt con s6i, c¢é thé ndi déu nam rd 1anh dia
clia gia toc minh nhu 1ong ban tay vy, d6i voi chung, day 13 mot ki ning bat budc phai nim virng. Thé
nhung, 1anh dia ctia 1{i s6i cling khong phai 12 bat bién, néu gip phai thién tai, chang han nhu han han
hodc gia lanh kéo dai din dén khong thé duy tri duoc ngudn thirc an, khi 4y s& xuat hién mot tinh huong
hiém thay, cling chinh 13 diéu ma ching ta sap xem bay gior day.”

“La gi thé?” Nhac Duong nén nong hoi. Cuong Nhit Phd Bac dua mét nhin Trac Moc Cuong Ba,



mim cudi: “Nhitng chuyén nay déu do Cudng Ba ké vai t6i.”

“S6i di cu!” Trac Moc Cudng Ba tiép 101, “Chuyén nay phai c6 diéu kién tién quyét. Trudc tién,
phai xut hién mot gia tdc cuc ky 1d6n manh. Soi cling nhu ngudi vay, cling ¢é thién pha thién bam, ¢
nhirng lac, trong mot gia tdc nao déy d6t nhién xuat hién mét con s6i thu 1inh hét sirc cuong trang, hodc
rat c6 muu luoc, dudi sy 1dnh dao cua no, gia toc éy chic chén s& 16n manh hon nhitng gia toc so1 &
xung quanh 14nh dia cta chung. Khi gia toc s6i d6 16n manh dén d6 co thé coi cac gia tdc xung quanh
khong c6 trong con mit minh, chiing dong thoi ciing s& chiang budn dé tim dén quy tic ngdm vé lanh
dia kia nira. Trong mat gia toc 4y, s& khong con bién gidi 1anh dia gi hét ca, ching s& chiém ca 1anh
dia cua cac gia toc so1 khac. Nhirng gia toc yéu hon, chi ¢6 thé lya chon phuc tung hodc bi truc XUAt,
khi 4y, ca bay soi da bat dau chuyén tir gia toc sang tip doan 16n, cac gia toc phu thudc t& tiru xung
quanh gia toc chiém vu thé nay dan mdi lac mot nhidu. Khac biét & chd, ching khong don thuin 13 mot
tap doan hop tac, ma trd thanh mét tap doan chién lugc c6 déng cép r0 rang theo quan h¢ hinh bac
thang. Piéu kién thtr hai, chinh 1a méi truong séng thay d6i. O nhiing 1anh dia dbi dao vt sin s& khong
xuat hién nhitng gia toc s61 manh mé dén do dang s¢o nhu thé, chi c6 nhirng noi vat san thiéu thon, 1anh
dia khong thé tiép tuc duy tri sinh ké, gitta cac gia toc khong ngimg c6 tranh ddu, mdi dot nhién cé mot
gia tdc nao do noi bat 1én. Khi chung da tap hop thanh mét tap doan, ma ca vung lanh dia 16n éy van
khéng du vat sin dé nudi song tat ca, thi ca tap doan d6 s& nay sinh bién d6i vé chat, ching sé tir s6i
13nh dja bién chuyén thanh soi di cu. Chung bi birc bach phai di chuyén tir noi chon rau cat ron cta
minh di xa miy nghin hodc miy chuc nghin cay s6 dé tim kiém moi trudng sinh ton. Piém khac biét 1on
nhat giita soi 1anh dia va so6i di cu nam ¢ s6 luong vi trén con dudng bon ba dai dang diang, khong thé
tinh dém hét nhitng kho khin con chua biét dén, néu khong du s6 luong dé duy tri bay dan, 1{i s6i cin
ban khong dam di chuyén trén pham vi rong. Di cu 1a phuong phap by séi bi btrc bach phai st dung
dé tiép tuc sinh ton, lac éy thi khong phai l1a méy chuc con, méy tram con, ma thim chi con xuét hién
truong hop ca may nghin con séi tu tap lai v6i nhau. C6 diéu, nhitng hién tuong nay chi xuat hién &
nhitng noi khong c6 nguoi sinh séng, moi ngudi khéng doc duoc nhirng thong tin nay, d6 12 boi chua
tirng c6 ai nhin thdy, gia nhu c6 ngudi nhin thiy thi ti 16 sdng sot cta nhirng ké 4y ciing gin nhu bang
khéng. Hon nita, hién nay s lugng s6i & Trung Qudc ciing chi ¢6 vai nghin con, t§i day c6 thé nhin
thay hon trim con s6i tu tip voi nhau, e s& 1a 1an duy nhat trong doi ching ta d6.”

Truong Lap kinh ngac thdt 1én: “Hon nghin con s6i tu tap lai thanh bﬁy di cu, anh nghe dugc
chuyén ndy & ddu thé, Cudng Ba thiéu gia?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba diém dam dap: “Néu cau gia hon by gid ba chuc tudi, lai sdng & cac ving
nhu Tay Tang, Tan Cuong, Noi Mong thi ¢ thé cdu s& duoc nhin thiy d6.”

Nhac Duong lién xen vao: “Noi vay thi chac Cudong Ba thiéu gia da tan mat thay soi di cu roi.

Noi cho chiing t6i nghe xem ndo, 1ii s6i di cu anh trong thay nhu thé nao vay?”



Trac Moc Cudng Ba noi: “Du t6i chua tirng tin mat trong thdy, nhung it nhat t6i ciing duoc nghe
no6i dén rdi, moi nguo1 ¢ vai to1 lau nhu vay, chéc 1a chua quén to1 hoc nganh dong vat hoc, chuyén
nghién ctru vé dong vat ho nha cho day chir. Mudn ndi vé soi di cu thi phai dé cap dén rat nhiéu mat,
trude tién phai ndi voi moi ngudi mot it kién thirc co ban vé loai séi da, nhu vay thi s& dé hiéu hon.”
Trac Moc Cudng Ba nho giong ri ri, ké cho cac ban dong hanh nghe nhitng hiéu biét co ban vé bay
sOl.

S6i théng thuong quan cu theo md hinh gia toc, sd lugng tir dim ba con dén murdi miy con,
thuong thdy nhat thi ¢6 hai loai, thir nhat 1a mot doi vo chong dan dat bay con, mot tinh hudng khéac nira
la méy anh chi emnha so61 va Iii con tu tap lai thanh mot bﬁy. Co nhiéu luc, soi t6 ra rat trung trinh, mot
vo mot chong c6 thé duy tri dén tan cudi doi. Binh thudng, trong gia tdc gdm cd vo chdng con cai, doi
\%Y} chéng bd me s& trg thanh tha linh; con gia tdc loai anh chi em, thi khong phan duc cai, con s6i nao
c6 kinh nghiém phong phi, ki xao bit moi tét nhat, ca bay dan s& nghe theo con s6i ay...

Ché do dang cap ctia loai s6i hét strc nghiém ngit, thé hién rd nhat khi chung dn méi, nhitng con
cam dau duoc an trude, doi chiing an xong, nhitng con khac méi dam lai gﬁn thirc an; cho du c6 cung
an mot luot, thi cling phai phan bi¢t ra cac bd phan nhu dau, minh, chan, nhitng con soi déng cép khac
nhau thi an thit & nhitng bd phan khac nhau, chi c¢6 111 s61 cai dang nudi con nhé mo1i thi thoang duoc vu
tién, nhung trudng hop nay rat hiém thdy. Thudng thi s6i phat duc vao dau mua déng, nhitng con séng
& khu vure lanh gia thi vao thang Tu, hoai thai bon dén nim thang, sinh sau tdi bay con s6i con, nhiéu
thi ciing c¢6 trudng hop dé muoi miy séi con mdt 1an, chi cé vo chong séi ddu dan méi co quyén giao
phéi bat ¢t ¢ nao, con nhirng con khac néu muén thi déu phai thinh thi sé1 dau dan, duoc phé chuin
thi m&i co quyén giao phdi. Con nhitng dan séi dang anh chi em, thi tat ca s6i con déu dugc tip chung
vé mdt mdi nudi dudng, mdi mot con soi cai déu c6 co hoi duge lamme. ..

Lanh dia cua s6i da phan déu 1a truyén doi ké tuc, duoc xdy dung trén nhitng ving binh nguyén co
quan thé sinh vét phong phti hoic nhiing con dudng quan trong ma dong vat di tra nhat thiét phai di
qua, mdt dan soi bay tam con, thong thudng can mot 1anh dia dudng kinh trén ndm chuc cdy so thi mi
duy tri sinh ké dugc, duong kinh 1anh dia cua nhitng dan s6i 1on hon tham chi con trén ca trim cdy sd.
Ngoai sin bat va nghi ngoi, 1i s6i con thuong xuyén di tudn & ving bién lanh dia ctia minh. Gidng nhu
1&i ché, chiing ciing biét chon nhitng cdy to hay tang da lam moc dé bai tiét vao, nhitng tang da va ciy to
ay lién tré thanh cot mbc bién gidi gitra cac 1anh dia. Thuong thi 1{i s6i s& khong vuot 1an ranh bién
giéi nay. Céc 1anh dia soi ciing khong trire tiép lién ké nhau, giira cac 1anh dia thudng c6 ving dém,
thuong khi con mdi chay vao khu vuc cong cong nay, déu dan dén sy tranh chap giira hai gia toc soi
khac nhau...

S6i1 1a dong vat kiéu hinh hoc tap, khac vo1 nhirng dong vat ¢6 ky tre di truyén, can phai c6 so61 me

day s61 con cach san bat. Khi san moi, so61 dau dan s€ chon muc ti€u, cac con khac déu co6 tuyén duong



va vi tri ri€ng cia minh, tur nhiéu hudng khac nhau vay bat chin duong vat san, thong thuong thi sy
phdi hop nay trai qua miy 1an dién luyén thuc chién 13 s& thong thao. R4t nhiéu gia toc s6i da phdi hop
san bat voi nhau tir khi con nho, nén mirc d6 hiéu ngam hét sirc cao. Khi s lwong con moi qua dong
dao, bay soi s& xua dudi vat sin, giy ra sy hon loan trong bay dan d6i phuong, chay dugc miy vong,
ching sé& khoa muc tiéu vao nhirng con chay chdm nhat, nhitng con tan tit quit queo, hodc nhitng con
nho khong duoc con trudng thinh bao vé, sau d6 tir ton khép chit vong vay, tap trung luc luong chiém
ru thé d6i pho véi ca thé don doc, ddy chinh 1a chién thudt bay s6i sau ndy duoc phat trién thanh thé
tran kinh dién. Khi con mdi chi con don ddc, dic biét 1a nhirng con mdi ¢& 16n, hodc nhitng con moi
16m tudi mdt minh roi bo bﬁy dan, 1 s61 ngugce lai s€ khong ndn ndng, chiing s€ theo d4u con moi tir
xa, 1an theo vét chin con vat kia dé lai, xem xem vAt san ctia minh c6 tan tat hay khong; ngtri mui phan,
xem xem con mdi c6 van dé tiéu hoa hay khong; quan sat 1a cay nhanh c6 bi con mbi gam dn xem rang
loi chung c6 con t6t khong. ..

Ti 18 san bat thanh cong clia soi rat cao, ching 13 tap thé coi trong hiéu suat nhat trong gidi sinh
vat, nhirng khi c6 thé tiét kiém stre luc thi chiing tuyét ddi khong tn cong manh hay truy cung giét tan,
nhitng lac ¢6 thé tranh dugc nguy hiém ching quyét khong mao hiém tan cong, néu chiing phat hién mot
con moi dang ngic ngoai cho chét, ma con mdi 4y lai van c6 thé uy hiép chung duge, thi dan soi sé
van ctt bam dudi phia sau con moi 4y. Mudi may con s6i vay thanh mdt vong cung, cach vat sin
khoang murdi mét, néu con mdi phan kich, ca bay sé tan ra; doi khi con mdi tiép tuc tién 1én phia
trudc, ching sé& lai tran 1én bao vay, giit virg doi hinh, chi can khong phai 1a sii s6i da doi khat dén
cuc do, thi chiing déu hét strc nhan nai. Chung s& chd doi, chd dén khi con moi ¢& 16n kia gia chét,
bénh chét, hodc gia bi can chét. ..

N6i dén chuyén nganh ctia minh, Trac Moc Cudng Ba 40 a0 nhu sudi tudn, ha but thanh vin, mic
du da cb ging luge b6t ndi dung nhung van du khién bon Nhac Dwong, Truong Lap nghe ma than tho,
déu néi néu hdi xua thiy co gido co thé giang bai hay nhu vay, chic thanh tich hoc tip ctia hai chang
d3 khong kém coi dén thé. Noi hét vé cac tap tinh co ban ctia loai s6i, Trac Moc Cudng Ba mdi ké
cho moi ngudi nghe chuyén s6i di cu. Vi thiéu thon vat sin, 1t s6i moi bat dac di phai roi khoi ving
13nh dja bao doi cha truyén con ndi, nén chi ¢ nhitng viing xut hién tinh trang d6i kém thiéu an trén
dién tich rong méi hinh thinh bay dan di cu. Ban du bay dan di cu do mot tap doan s6i dan dau, doc
duong & nhitng noi di qua lai c6 thém cac bay dan méi gia nhip, boi vi trong nhirng nim thang doi
kém 4y, khong gia nhap dan s6i khac, két cuc duy nhit s& 1a bi dan s6i manh hon an thit. Bon ching vin
léy gia tc lam don vi tac chién co ban. Trong toan bo béy dan di cu, 11 s61 tu dong Xép dat thanh ché
d6 dang cap dang kim tu thap, tang thap nhét 1 nhiing con soi gia nhap by dan cudi cling, ciing chinh
12 1ii s6i ban dia noi ca bay dan di cu dang dirng chan. Trong qué trinh chuyén dich, nhitng bay soi

chip nhan dau hang khong chién dau gan nhu khong ton tai, bai thé vi tri cua 1il s6i ban dia trong ca



bay dan di cu cling gibng nhu 13 ti binh hay né 18 vay, chung ltc nao ciing di phia trudc ca bay, mot 1a
dé dan dudng, hai 1a dé dé phong nhitng bay dan khic hodc ménh thi 16n tap kich, nhung néu phia
trude xuat hién con moi, 1ii s6i dang cap thap nay lai phai dirng bude, dé nhitng con phia sau x6ng 1én
san bat, di cho bat dugc con moi thi chiing ciing khong thé tr minh hudng dung. Nhitng con s6i gia
nhap sém hon mot chit ¢ phén gitra cua kim tu thap thir bac, sau mot tho1 gian, hodc sau khi ro1 khoi
13nh dja cta minh, ching s& khong can 1am tién phong md duong nira, ma chuyén qua h vé phia sau
ca bay dan, dé phong nhitng méinh thi khac tap kich sau lung. TAng cao nhat cta kim tu thap, do tip
doan so6i khé phét cude di cu nay dan dau, cong thém miy gia toc hodc tip doan soi séng xung quanh
chung nita, chiing 1 nhitng ké theo got dau tién trong cudc thién di, thé nén ciing nhan duoc dii ngd
cao hon. Tap doan so1 dau tién khoi phat cudc di cu ¢co vi tri cao nhat; trong tap doan nay, gia toc 16n
manh nhat chiém ting cao nhét trong kim tir thap cap béc, tdc trudng clia gia toc niy, chinh 13 dinh
nhon cua kim ty thap, toan bo béy dan di cu déu do n6 chi huy.

Trac Mdc Cuong Ba ndi, nguoi ta goi lanh dao cao nht ctia mot gia tgc soi la dau dan, con trong
mot tdp doan do méy gia tdc so1 két hop lai, lanh dao t6i cao duoc goi la so1 théng linh. Chi c6 trong
nhirng dan séi di cw m&i xuat hién vua s6i chan chinh.

Cudi cung, gi thd dai cam than: “Bay so6i di cu, ciing gidng nhu cudc van Iy trudng chinh vay, 13
mot ching duong hét strc bi trang. Trén dudng di, sé dién ra vo sb tran ac chién, dén ndi gan nhu moi
con s6i déu mang thuong tich ddy minh, bat ctr ngudn tai nguyén nio ciing khong duoc bo phi, nhirng
con s6i ngd xudng trén dudng déu sé 14p tirc trd thanh thirc an cho ddng bon ciia chiing, dén khi thuc
su khong con gi ¢ thé dn noi nira, ching phai gim ca c6 cho qua ngiy. Trén duong di cu dang ding,
thoi ky phat duc cua soi cai sé bi tré hodc tham chi 1a dan dan mat han, bay soi sé& tu phat giam thiéu
s6 1an giao phdi, nhirng con s6i dang cap thip tham chi con bi cAm giao phdi. Ciing khong biét cudi,
thiéu c4 ngdn ngir 1an ngdn ngit co thé, s6 1an trao d6i trd nén it cang thém it, tu thé budce di ciia chiing
cling khac hin véi 1d s6i binh thuong, dudi kep chat, tai luc nao cling vénh 1én, budc chan hét stc can
than dé dat, gang dé budc nhe nhang nhat theo sat ca bay dan, anh mat lic ndo cling dao tron quan sat
bbn phrong tam hudng nhw 1ii cdo cdp miii kia di chi ngiri thdy mot phan tir mau théi ciing ¢ khién
hai mit ching bién thanh sic d6. Nhirng nguoi chua tig thiy soi di cur s& khong thé nao biét, khi
nhirng tir tham lam, d6i khat dugc ap 1én 1ii s6i ndy, rot cude s& 13 mot canh twong dang so dén nhuong
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nao.



Thu chién

Giong Trac Moc Cuong Ba tir dau chi cudi van thip tram, nhung lai khién nguoi ta rung dong, dén
ca Cuong Lap ciing tha budc cham lai, vira din dudng vira dong tai 1én lang nghe, chdc chdc lai
ngoanh dau nhin vé phia sau mot cai. Truong Lap dang dinh hoi tai sao chi trong bay dan di cu méi
xuat hién vua soi thi ¢3 nghe Nhac Duong tranh hoi trude: “Khong ding roi, Cuong Ba thiéu gia, anh
ndi vao nhitng ndm do6i kém kho khin mdi xuat hién dan soi di cu nhung luc ndy ¢ giéng nhur nim
thang d61 kém gi dau nhi.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba git dau noi: “Day ciling chinh 14 diéu t6i dang 1dy 1am khé hiéu, theo 1y ma
noi1 thi khong thé ¢6 nhiéu s6i nhu vay tu tap lai mot chd dugc. Hon nita ngudi va stc vat trong lang
gin ddy déu khong gip phai chuyén gi, bay s6i nay dudng nhu khong phai tu tip vi thire in dau.”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac chot 1én tiéng: “Moi ngudi nhd tiéng thoi, ching ta dén rdi.” Anh ta thap
giong din do moi ngudi, hé thiy Cuong Lap nam rap xudng thi phai 1ap tirc ndm rap xudng theo, néu
Cuong Lap quay dau, tit ca déu phai co gio ma chay, nhanh bao nhiéu tét bay nhiéu.

Gi10 ca bon dang dung trén lung chirng nai, sudon nii phia truede trong nhu mot ludi dao xuyén
thang vao gitra chon ndii cao may mu, khong biét phia sau 1a gi. Chot thiy Cuong Lap di trudc din
duong bong nhién thip lung xudng, rap minh tién 1én vi mot tur thé hét sire ky quai, hai tay Cuong
Nhat Pho Bac ra strc vo v xudng, bao moi ngudi déu thup xudng, nira quy hodc rap hin nguoi ma
nhich dan 1én cao theo trién nai. O chd kin gi6 trén swdn ndi ¢6 may bui c¢6 ram, Trac Moc Cuong Ba
nhan ra dugc ¢6 vai bui héng liéu voi vai nhanh thiy bac. Cuong Lap rap Xuéng sau bui ¢6 nhin ra
ngoai, Cuong Nhat Phd Bac bao ca dam cham cham lai gén, dang di bong vuon tay giat tung cé ré cta
mot bui co khong biét tén 1én, 1am bam churi: “Lii gai dau nay, khong ngd moc 1én ca dén trén day roi!”

Nhac Duong dé dit tho dau ra xem, chi thdy phia sau trién nai 13 nhitng ranh siu bj song bing cd
an mon dé lai, vé sau song bang tan di, noi day lién tré thanh 1ong song can 16n nhon d4 cudi tring, gid
thi nhirng khe ranh niy di bi co dai va dia y phu 1én nhitng vét nira vang nira xanh roi.

Anh chang thiy thé 1ién ngoac miéng néi: “Dbc nti ¢ day quai la that, sao nhiéu nép giy thé nhi.”

“Pay 1a dang dia hinh bi song bing xam thyc,” d6i trudng H6 Duong ludt tay qua sudn nii goc
canh, ndi tiép, “nhitng nép dirt gdy nay la dau vét do ludi dao clia cac dong song bang vuron ra dé lai.
Khu bén dudi bi thung liing 10ng chéo hinh chit U vay quanh kia 14 di tich ctia hd bang c6 dai.”

Pung nhu doi truong Ho Duong noi, tir vi tri ctia ho nhin xudng phia dudi, nhitng khe ranh do
song bang cb xwa dé lai hét nhu nhitng bac thang, phong mét nhin ra xa, tréng chang khic nao khan dai
xem Thé van hoi Olympic, con ho thi dang ¢ trén tﬁng cao nhit ctia khan dai. Nhung Nhac Duong da



tron tron hét ca mat 1én roi, ma ding néi 14 soi, dén ca bo Yak hoang ciing chang thiy dau. Anh chang
nghi ngd thi lyc cia minh c6 van d¢, lién dui dui mét nhin lai, van chang thiy gi 13 sao? Nhung trong
gi6 dudng nhu dang phang phat vang lai tiéng séi tru, bo réng,

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac xde nim ngdn tay vuon ra khoi sudn nai, r6i néi: “Tot qua, ching ta dang &
cudi 210, chi can nho tiéng mot chit thi s€ khong bi 16 dau.”

Nhac Duong hoi: “So61 dau?”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac mim cudi: “Ding non nong, dung cai nay nay.” N6i doan, 14y trong tai d6 da
chuan bi san ra mot cai ong nhom quan sat chim trong nhu mdt cai nong phdo. Nhac Duong nhin ky
hiéu trén do, théy ghi mirc phong dai 1a 30 dén 80 1an, roi lai théy Cuong Nhat Pho Bac dang khong
ngirng chinh ting ti 18 phong dai 1én, 1ap tirc ngan ca nguoi. Néu o ti 1 phong dai ndy, muc tiéu it nhat
cling phai & ngoai xa ba cay s6, con bo Yak chi so khong to hon con kién 13 bao nhiéu, viy ma éng cli
Cuong Nhat Pho Bac van bét ca bon phai nhd tiéng, lai con bo rap nguoi tién 18n, ctr nhu 1i s6i da ¢
ngay trudc mét roi vay. Cuong Nhat Pho Bac can than diéu chinh tiéu cu va phuong hudng, than sic
hét sttc chidm chu tap trung. May nguoi bon Nhac Duong ciing 1an luot 1dy dng nhom ra cé diéu véi
loai dng nhom dang xép cua ho, chi c6 thé thiy xa xa c6 may bong den mo hd ma thoi.

Truong Lap 1au bau odn trach: “Chu cling that 1a, cach xa nhu vay, lam sao bi phat hién duoc co
chr?”” Anh chang dinh cAm 6ng nhom dung han 1én thi lién bi Cuong Nhat Pho Bac 4n dé xudng. Chi
nghe Cuong Nhat Pho Bac gidn giong uy hiép: “Cau khong trong thiy ching khong c6 nghia 1 ching
khong thdy cau! Néu khong mudn mat mang thi ngoan ngodn nim xubng day cho t6i, néi chuyén gi ciing
nhd cai giong thoi! Con nira, dirg dé da vun hay gi d6 cao xudc day, phai biét 13, 1ii soi c6 thé bat
duoc mui mau tir khoang cach trén muoi cdy sd day.”

Poi truong HO Duong khong nhin xudng dudi, ma hudng anh mat 1én trén theo trién nai, chim chi
quan sat nhirng khe ranh 16n do song bang dé lai, lam bam néi mdt minh: “Pia hinh ndy...,” rdi lap tic
lay may do trong ba 16 ra, bat dau do dac duong trén nti, Lat ma A La dang ¢ bén ciing gitup d& mot
tay, Cuong Lap san lai gan, 1y lam hiéu ky truéc nhitng thir mdy méc né chura tirng thdy bao gio niy.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba nhin qua dng nhom thiy doan déc bén dudi 1ong chao hinh chit U hoi thoai
thodi, sau khi bi dong chay ctia song bang bao mon trong thoi gian dai, hinh thanh nén hai khe sau mot
16n mot nho ndi lién nhau, nhin xa trong nhu mot qua hd 16. Bén trong hd 16 ¢6 mot dum diém den nho
nhu hat virng, chc chdc lai thiy c6 dau hiéu dich chuyén, 16 rang chinh 13 bay bo Yak bi ket & bén
trong d6 roi, con dan s6i & dau thi dng nhom ctia gi khong nhin thy duoc.

Nhac Duong ciing dung dng nhom quan sat thiy dia hinh bén dudi, khong khoi thim tho dai khen
I s61 gido hoat. Anh da dugc Trac Moc Cudng Ba cho biét, 1ii soi rat g161 ddn con mdi mudn bit vao
nhitng noi bat loi cho ddi phuong, chiang han nhu trén mit bang hodc bén bd hd. Nhu lic nay day

chang han, nhin tir dai thé, hai bén déu 1a vach nti dung dtimg, kho ma leo tréo ndi, chd miéng hd 16 lai



vira hep vira dai, chi so con ching du cho hai con bo Yak cting di song song, bay séi chi can chin &
nat that, vay thi dan bo Yak kia coi nhu 1a ba ba trong ro roi; con di sau vao chi tiét hon sé théy, trong
son coc ho 16 ay, toan 1a da cudi moc day réu voi dia y, voi thé trong ctia bo Yak, gidm phai déng da
cudi at sé ket ludn chan, hon nita dam dia y lai khién mit dat tré nén tron trugt, bo Yak cin ban khong
thé chay nhanh noi, that chéng khac ndo ca nam trén thét, chi con biét dé mic cho ké dich cén giét tho1.

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac d3 diéu chinh xong xudi chiéc dng nhom quan sat chim dau tién, quay sang
bao Trac Moc Cudng Ba: “Cau xem di.” Ké d6, lai 14y trong thi ra cai dng nhom thr hai, quy x6m
dudi dat 1ap ghép.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba gi mit lai nhin, chiéc 6ng nhom quan sat chim dua canh vat noi xa tit lai gan
ngay trudgc mét, thim chi ca nét mit con bo Yak thé nao cling nhin dugc 10 mdn mdt. Chi théy mﬁy chuc
con bod Yak hoang vay thanh mot vong tron hinh 6 van, bd duc huéng vé phia nut that ho 16, bo cai o
phia sau doan hau vay boc bao vé 1t bo con ¢ giita. Pan bo Yak ndy ciing c6 thé coi 1a mot dan hung
manh, 14 bo duc con nao con néy déu cao 16n uy manh, sung vira dai vira nhon, anh mit sic bén hung
hin, thoat nhin biét ngay 1 hang da tung hoanh khip chdn cao nguyén. Con bo duc dau dan duong tudi
trang nhién, 16ng dai thit chic, lung gd 1én mot cai budu cao, doi sing gidng nhu hai mii thwong thép
duoc mai nhon hoit, ding & vi tri trong yéu nhét trong thé tran cta ca dan, chi thoat nhin da c6 thé
phan biét dugc cai dau nd vai nhitng cai dau ca cac con khac roi. Trac Moc Cudng Ba da timg gip
kha nhiéu bo Yak hoang di, c6 diéu thé hinh 16n nhu vy thi rat hiém thy, riéng thé trong cua con bod
duc dau dan co 18 cling phai gan hai tan chi chang choi. Chi ¢6 diéu luc nay né dang gian dir nhin
thang vé phia trudc, it nhiéu ciing t6 ra c6 gi d6 bat luc. Goc quan sat ctia dng nhom c6 han, khong biét
bay s6i ma dan bo Yak nay dang d6i dau thi ra lam sao.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba khé nhich dng nhom, hudng vé phia chd thit nit hd 16, nheo mit quan sat,
nhung roi lai 14y 1am that vong. Chi thiy cach bay bo Yak chimg ndm chyc budc chan c6 mudi may
con s6i dang nam rai rac trén bai co, anh mat day vé cot nha, c6 con thi thong dong dung dua qua lai,
¢ con ngdi chom hdm trén mit dat dung mong vudt chan trude chai chudt 16ng bén mép, hay gii dau
gdii tai, co con thi chay nhay nd dua, hoan toan chang budn coi dan bo Yak hoang dang sin sang lidu
mang mot phen cho “Trang chét Chiia cling bang ha” kia vao dau ca. S6i cao nguyén thé hinh vbn da
nho, bay s6i Trac Moc Cuong Ba dang quan sat ddy lai cang gy go 6m o hon nita, chi e ca mudi may
con s6i ndy cong lai cling khong ning bang con bo Yak dau dan kia. Canh twong hon trim con séi tu
tap lai mot noi ma Cuong Nhat Phd Bac noi, so véi khung canh ¢ trude mét gi day, hoan toan co thé
noi 12 mot trdi modt vue. Mudi miy con soi ndy, e 14 ca chd thit nat & ddy ho 16 nay ciing kho ma giir
noi, dan bo Yak kia chi can tap trung luc lugng xong thang vé phia Tdy Nam mdt 1an 13 hoan toan c6
thé dot pha vong vay.

Khong ding, bay soi sao co thé 10 so hd mot cach ro rét nhu vay dugc chir, chiac chan 1a con mot



nude cd nao d6 khac o phia sau. Trac Moc Cudng Ba nghi t6i day, lién voi dich chuyén dng kinh ra
phia chd khuyét, men theo 16 hong bay so6i dé lai nhin ra phia ngoai. Qua nhién, & chd dit triing phia
sau 16 hong con mot nhom soi nita dang mai phuc. Nhoém ndy wée chirng khoang gan hai chuc con, tir vi
tri cia bay bo Yak c6 18 khong thé nhin thay ching dugc. C6 diéu ca bon nay cling ¢6 vé ngap ngin
ngap dai, ué 0ai tuéng nhu budn ngu 14m, con ndo con néy nambo ca ra bai co, diéu bd biéng nhac ri
ruogi, khién Trac Moc Cuong Ba c6 cam giac 1ii so6i ndy déu khong phai dang di san mdi, ma gidng nhu
la di da ngoai hon.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba ngac nhién ngang dau 1én nhin Cuong Nhat Pho Bac, vira hay anh ta ciling
dang mim cuo1 nhin g3, tua h6 nhu mudn ndi, da bao ciu roi ma, dam bao d6 1a nhirng con so6i cau
chua tirng nhin thdy bao gid, cling tuyét d6i khong thé doan biét duwoc hanh vi ctia ching. Cuong Nhat
Pho Bac da lap xong bd dng nhom quan sat chim thir hai, 1ién bao Nhac Dwong: “Cau trai tré, dén day,
dung cai nay di.” Nhac Duong thich chi cuoi hi hi nhan 1ay 6ng nhom, r6i lai thiy Cuong Nhat Pho
Bac nhu dang dién trd 4o thuat, rat trong ti ra mot cai 6ng nira.

Nhac Duong kinh ngac thdt 1én: “Chu a, cha séng mdt minh trén nai, chuin bi nhiéu thé 1am gi
vay?”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac giai thich: “Bo Cudng Ba dang dung 13 miy nam trudc ciu y ting cho i,
bao 1a ving nay ndi cao it ngudi, nhiéu di thu, chang may mat bo mét ciru gi dy thi dung cai niy rat
tién. V@ sau khi bay séi kia dén, 61 thuong dung dng nhom nay dé quan sat ching, lic d6 toi nghi, khi
nao Cuong Ba va gido su tro lai day, toi sé dan ho cung di quan sat 1ii s6i, vay 1a lai chuin bj thém hai
b nira, khong ngd 1 ¢6 luc dung dén ching that. Cau xem trude di, chd c6 1am on day nhé.” Noi
xong, anh ta lai bat dau lap rap bd dng nhom thtr ba.

Nhac Duong ciing thiy dan bo Yak trude, nhanh chong nhan ra ca dan ¢6 hai muoi ba con bo duc
truong thanh, muoi bay con bo cai va bay con bé con. Nhin bo dang 1ii bo Yak hoang ay, mic du phan
bung nhitng con truéng thianh van con mdt it md, nhung 1ii bé con thi dd d6i dén ndi bung sdi “ong oc”
161, hai ba con nho nhit muén t&i ngam dau va me, nhung lai bi 1 bu me hung han dudi ra. Trong tinh
hinh nay thi dan bo Yak da bi vay khon trong day khong phai moi mot hai ngay.

Ké d6 anh ciing thiy 1ii s6i, rdi ciing giat minh kinh ngac, suyt chit nita thi kéu 1én thanh tiéng,
Nhac Duong di dua ra nhiéu gia thiét, nhung du thé nao anh ciing khong thé ngd minh lai nhin thay
nhitng con s6i gay go nhu thé. L& ndo may chuc con bo Yak hoang trong hung hing cudng trang nhu thé
kia, lai bi mot dam soi thé nay vay khén u? Lam sao c¢6 chuyén nhu vy dugc chu.

Nhac Duong quan sat mot luot, thdy Truong Lap dang chd bén canh, 1ién nhuong dng nhom cho
cau ta xem. Trac Moc Cudng Ba ciing dé Ba Tang quan sat, nhung Ba Tang hoi do du, roi lic dau tir
chéi. doi truong H6 Duong va Lat ma A La thi dang ban diéu chinh cac may moc do dac, khong dén

quan sat duoc.



“Pay 14 soi kiéu gi vay? Lii s6i ndy ciing ¢6... strc chién dau hay sao?” Truong Lap vira nhin, da
mau mOm mau miéng hoi luén. Nhac Duong hich Truong Lép ra, rdi ciing phy hoa theo: “Phai ddy,
phai day.”

Lic ndy Cuong Nhat Pho Bac dd chinh xong chiéc dng nhom cudi cung, dang gi mat vao gan ng
kinh, mi¢ng hoi: “Céc caunoi tdi 16 so61 ¢ dau thé?”

Nhac Duong dap: “Chinh 1a dam so6i dang d6i mat voi dan bo Yak 4y, ¢ ngay chd thit nat ho 16
do.”

“Nhin thdy rdi, nhin thay roi.” Cuong Nhat Pho Bac khang dinh, “Um, ddy nht dinh 12 ¢6 ¥ to ra
yéu thé. Pay m&i chi miy con thdi ma, nhitng noi khac nhat dinh con c6 mai phuc. Pan s6i nay nay,
chiing ta khong thé coi ching 14 s6i dugc, ching ta phai dung 4nh mét khi nhin ngudi di sin ma quan
sat chiing. Moi ngudi tim & khu vire quanh day xem nhitng con so6i khac phan b & chd nao.”

“Théy roi!” Cuong Nhat Phd Bac vira dat 161, Nhac Duong da c6 phat hién, “O trén suon nai doi
dién vo1 ching ta kia, c6 mot dan dong qua!”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba va Cuong Nhat Pho Bac ciing hudng dng kinh vé phia d, nhanh chong phat
hién ra & chd cao phia ddi dién ding 1a ¢6 mot dan soéi, co diéu 1a mudi méy con s6i cai dan theo hai
ba chuc con s6i con. Muc dich cua dan s6i nay hién nhién ciing giéng nhu bon Trac Moc Cuong Ba
vay, tir trén cao nhin xudng, rd rang 1a dé quan chién. Cwong Nhat Pho Bac néi: “Um, dam soi ndy
khong tham gia chién ddu dau, toan s6i me dan s6i con dén hoc tap kinh nghiém déy.”

“Hu?” Nhac Duong 1ay 1am ngac nhién. Trac Moc Cudng Ba lién giai thich: “Soéi chinh 1a nhu
vay déy, hoc héi khi quan sat, rén luyén trong thuc tién, k¥ xdo sin bét cta chung déu duoc luyén thanh
theo cach nay.”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac nhic: “Tim tiép di, con nita day.”

Tuy nhién khu vure nii non nay 16n nhu vay, ho lai cach bay sé6i qua xa, ma cling khong thay bay
s6i ¢6 dong tinh gi 16n, mudn tim duoc 14 s6i tin mat gitta cac khe ndi that khong dé dang gi. Khong
1au sau, Nhac Duong lai noi: “C6 rdi, phia TAy dan bo Yak, men theo dia hinh qua ho 16 1én trén d6
hai trim mét, & ddy chac 1a quan chi lyc rdi.” Anh chang vira c6 phat hién, lién nhudng dng nhom lai
cho Truong Lap quan sat.

Trac Mdc Cuong Ba va Cuong Nhat Phd Bac déu da phat hién ra dan s61 ma Nhac Duong nhic
dén. Mau 16ng 1{i s6i nay sam hon, so véi lii s6i con lai thi qua nhién cudng trang hon han, s6 luong
udc ching khoang trén duéi hai muoi con. Cuong Nhat Phd Bac néi: “PAy chinh 13 nhém ctia Ling
gi. No & giira kia kia, c6 thdy khong, con hoi go lung, 16ng mau xanh xam ay.” Trac Mdc Cuong Ba
tim theo 101 chi dan ctia Cuwong Nhat Phd Bac, qua nhién phat hién ¢ gitra dan c6 mot con soi lung hoi
gé, 16ng mau xanh xam. Con s61 bén canh hoi ¢6 hanh dong khac la, n6 1ién nhe nanh ra hir mdt cai,

con so1 kia lién ngoan ngodn phuc xuong ngay tirc khac.



Nhac Duong ky quai hoi: “Chu a, ching ta rot cudc dang quan sat bay soi th miy ddy? Chang
phai cha vira bao con Lung gi kia 12 dau dan séi tht hai hay sao...”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac vo tran néi: “Tai toi khéng néi cho rd, gid thi ¢ dy chi con mdt dan soi duy
nhat thoi, hai dan s6i do Lung gui va Mat trang cam dau déu gia nhap dan soi thir ba ca roi.”

Truong Lap néi: “Pan séi thir ba 4y, chinh 1a 1{i s6i ludi nhac 1 é kia ha?”

“Ludi nhac U &, theo cich ndi ctia t6i, thi phai 14 ndm chic phan thing, trong dau di c6 sin dy tinh
roi méi dang.” Cuong Nhat Pho Bac dép, “Hai con s6i Lung gl va Mt tring di tranh chap ¢ ving
nay sudt ba bén nam lién, khong con nao chiu nhudng con nao, cling khong con nao chiu phuc con nao,
nhung dan soi thit ba vira mdi dén, chung lién dau hang hét ca do.”

“Loi hai nhu vay sao?” Truong Lap van con nghi ngd. Nhac Duong c6 vé dang ngdm nghi gi do,
duong nhu d4 hoi tin nhitng gi Cwong Nhat Pho Bac néi, dot nhién bao Truong Lap: “Dé toi xem
nao.”

Chi 14t sau, da nghe anh chang thd dai, than: “Pan so61 thtr ba nay, qua nhién that lo1 hai!”

Truong Lap voi hoi: “Cau nhin thiy gi r6i?”

Nhac Duong cham rai noi: “0 hudng miéng ho 16, hai bén vach nai déu c6 mot ddm soi, & phia
Tay chd thit nat ho 16, cach tAm tram mét ¢ mot nhom nira, cach thém mdt tram mét lai c6 mot nhom
khac, hai trdm mét nita lai c6 mot nhom dong hon. Tét ca 1 nay cong lai, c6 1€ cling trong duong voi
$6 luong ma chi Cuong Nhat Phd Bac néi rdi.”

Trac Mdc Cuong Ba, Truong Lap, Cuong Nhat Phd Bac déu 1an luot diéu chinh 6ng nhom, qua
nhién dang nhu nhitng gi Nhac Duong néi, khong sai mot chit nio. Truong Lap thot 1én: “Thé nay 1a
thé nao? Li soi nay chinh 1a nhirng con ma cau bao 1a rat loi hai déy hay sao? Chung loi hai & chd nao
thé? Lam sao cau phat hién ra chiung thé?”

Nhac Duong dap: “Khong sai, chinh vi t61 phat hi¢n ra ching, nén méi néi chiing rat 11 hai.
Thoat tién, to6i dinh tim kiém theo kiéu cudn chiéu tir trén sudn nai xué)ng, thé nén vira bat dau da phat
hién ra lii s6i cai dén quan chién. V& sau toi mdi nhan ra, tim kiém theo kiéu nhu vay khong on, pham
vi 16n qua ma muyc tiéu lai nho nita, vay 1a lién thay d6i sach luge, t6i bén nghi, néu minh 1a 1t bo Yak
dang bi vay khén ¢ giita kia, minh s& thoat vy nhu thé ndo, con néu t6i 1a soi, toi s& nén phong thu &
dau? Trude tién, toi nhin thiy doc nui phia Ty ¢ day ho 16 kia kia, d6 déc khong cao 1am, 1t bo Yak
ma rang suc thi chic 1a leo 1én dugc. Mot khi leo duoc 1én éy 101, & d6 13 mot cai khe chay theo
hudng Nam Bic, khi 4y du theo hudng nio thi ciing thoat dugc bay séi ¢4, véi stic ca dan bo Yak cung
x0ng 18n, chic bay s6i cling khong dam ddi dau ngan can dau, thé nhung...”

Giong Nhac Duong tram xudng: “Nhung ¢ chd giao nhau giita doc nai va khe sau ay, t6i phat hién
ra bon s6i do Lung gl cam dau, chi can ching tir lung chirng ndi tran xudng tan cong, 1ii bo Yak dang

leo trén trién dbc kia at khong danh da tu réi loan 18n rdi. Sau do, i lai nghi dén dao 1y “biét rd 1a



khong thé ma van quyét lam cho duogc”, dia thé chd mi¢ng ho 16 kia rat hep, chi di cho mdt con bo
x0ng qua, nhung, néu con bo tha linh kia dn dau xong 18n, thi chi can vugt qua dugc chd miéng ho 10,
phia trude sé 13 ca ving rong 16n. Thé nén thoat tién t6i da tim kiém dau vét cua 1i s6i & bén ngoai
miéng ho 16, nhung khong phat hién duoc gi, sau d6 t6i moi nghi ra, vach da hai bén miéng ho 16 cao
khéng qua muoi mét, néu mai phuc mot nhom & day, tir trén cao lao xudng tin cong, vy thi chang phai
dan bo chi con biét cho chung mic tinh chém giét roi hay sao? Cach bd tri nhu vay con c6 thé khién
bay s6i tranh duoc mii nhon tin cong cua con bd Yak dau dan, chi nham vao dam bo cai va bé con &
phia sau, con bo dau dan kia hoa may c6 thé dao thoat duoc, nhung ca bay dan cta né thi chét 1a cai
chic. Nghi vy, qua nhién toi phat hién & hai bén vach da chd miéng ho 16 ¢ hai nhom so6i khac dang
mai phuyc.”

Nhac Duong da hoi khé miéng, nhung van néi lién mot hoi: “Cudi cung, t6i khong thé khong nghi
dén van dé ma bay bo Yak khong mudn dbi mit nhat, tirc 1 chinh dién giao chién vai 1i s6i. Khi Ay,
nhitng con s6i ¢d ¥ t6 ra yéu 6t kia lién trd nén hét sirc quan trong, mic du trong rat gy yéu, mic du
sO lugng chiing rat it, nhung di sao van 1a s6i, bo Yak mudn xong thang t6i, phai can dén diing khi 16n
t01 nhuwdng nao chir? Ma ¢ bén canh 1 s61 nay lai dé 16 mot 15 hé)ng, r0 rang la s€ khién 1 bo dong
long. Khi thn cong thanh tri, vay ba mat ma lai m¢ ludi & mat thir tu, von day chinh la ton chi quan
trong trong chién thuat, muc dich cua hanh dong nay chinh la dé tiéu diét toan bo ké dich. Nghi to1 day,
t6i da chudn bi tim 1y sin sang, & bén ngoai chd hong kia, chic chin 14 ¢6 s6i mai phuc! Vay nén, toi
phat hién ra cach ddy khoang tram mét c6 nhom séi dau tién, nhung s6 luong bon ndy ciing chi khoang
hai chuc con, t6i lién nght, néu bon bo Yak kia ma ndi dién 1én, chiing chua chac da khong thé xong
qua phong tuyén dau tién nay; vay 1a t6i lai nhanh chong phat hién ra tuyén phong téa thtr hai, ddm nay
co khoang hon bdn chuc con; ndi thue mot cau, toi da khong dam nghi xa hon nira roi, viéc phat hién ra
dam thtr ba thudn tay chi vi s6 luong ctia chung qua 13 nhiéu, v6 ¥ lot vao tAm mit ctia t6i ma thoi.
That khong dam tuong twong, chung lai bo tri nhitng ba tuyén phong téa. Anh nghi thir xem, néu anh ma
12 mot con bo Yak trong dan kia, khi anh x6ng qua phong tuyén dau tién, lai gip phai bon so6i ¢ nhom
thtr hai, roi x6ng qua ludn ca phong tuyén thtr hai nay, lai gip phai bay soi thir ba, anh s& nghi thé nao?
Bay s6i cang luc cang dong, con thé lyc anh thi cang lic cang giam sut...”

Nhac Duong hit vao mot hoi khi lanh, trim giong xuéng néi: “Mot tiéng trong thi diing khi tang
1én, nghe tiéng trong thtr hai diing khi lién suy giam, dén tiéng tréng thir ba thi diing khi khong con nira,
trong tinh hudng ay, dan bo Yak kia con 1ay d4u ra diing khi ma chién du, mot 1a bi don tré vé trong hd
16, hai 14 phoi thay trén bai c6. Néi theo cach khac, néu dudi kia khong phai 18 bo Yak hoang ma 1a
chiing ta bi bao vay, thi nhitng cach dot pha vong vay ma t6i ¢ thé nghi dén, tat ca déu da bi lii s6i kia
khoa chit hét ca roi, khong thé nio xong ra ndi. Anh bao xem, 1ii s6i 4y ¢6 loi hai hay khong chi?”

Nghe Nhac Duong phén tich xong, toan thdn Truong Lap ddm md hoi lanh, cam giac Ay hét nhu



Tao Thao bai tau trén dudng Hoa Dung, mdi 1an thoa thué dic chi ngodc miéng ra cudi thi phuc binh
do Gia Cat Luong sip san lai xong ra dudi giét, doa cho ho Tao s¢ dén vii ca ram ra. Truong Lip bo
tay khoi dng nhom, thdy da udt sting nhitng md hoi, chi nghe anh chang 1am bam n6i: “Pay 1a... séi
kiéu gi vay cht?” Lic nay anh méi hiéu dugc, rot cude Cuong Nhat Phd Bac c6 v gi khi n61 voi ho,
day 1a nhirng con s6i ho tuyét doi chua thy bao gio.



CHUONG 33:
NHUNG CON SOI CHUA THAY BAO GIO

Chi thay 11 s6i 1tia dan ctru dén chd dan bo Yak co thé trong thiy, dan ciru lién tan ra, bat dau tu do
gim ¢ trén trang co cudi cung con sot lai Ay, 1 soi thi ctr di di lai lai thoai mai gitra dan ciru. Lii ctru
kia chfmg nhirng khong s¢ bon sé1, ma nguoc lai thi thodng con cti dau Xuéng co co vao dau soi to
long hitu hdo. Canh twgng nay, dung néi 1a 1 bo Yak trd mét ra nhin, ma ca bon Trac Moc Cuong Ba
nita, co ai di tirng thiy s6i choi dia voi clru bao gid? Nhac Duong 1am bam néi: “Céng kién chi

chién, cong tAm vi thuong, e 1a dan bo Yak nay khong chong d& duoc rdi.”



Nhiing con so6i chua thay bao gio

Lic ndy, Cuong Nhat Pho Bac mdi ngang dau 16n noi voi Nhac Duong: “Khong diing, dan séi
t6i thdy trudc day khong chi c6 tirng niy thoi dau, con nhitng con s6i duoc sap xép & vi tri khac nita.”

“Chu néi gi!” Nhac Duong suyt chut nita thi kéu toang 1én. Hai bén giao chién ciing nhu hai nguoi
danh c& voi nhau vay, phai biét duoc ¥ d6 va chién thuat ctia di thi thi méi nghi ra duoc chiéu sb dé
phé giai. Néu ngay ca y d6 cta d6i phuong ma anh ciing khong thé nhan ra, that chang khac nio sirc co
ctia hai bén khac biét qua 16, thi anh thua 13 cai chic chir chiang nghi ngd gi nita. Nhac Duong 1y
than phan 13 ngudi ngoai cudc, da phan tich dién bién trén chién trudng mot cach kha siu sic, anh
chang ciing tir tin rang minh da nghi dén hét moi nudc réi, nhung Curong Nhat Phd Bac noi thé, chang
khac ndo ndi v6i Nhac Duong rang, bay soi con c¢6 ¥ do tac chién khéc nita, chang qua 1a cau chua
nghi dén day thoi, diéu ndy qua thuc 13 mot don qua 16n d6i véi anh chang,

Nhung phan tng ctia Nhac Duong ciing d3 ndm trong dy doan ctia Cuong Nhat Phd Bac, anh ta
lién an ti: “Chd c6 nan 1ong, du sao thi 1{i s6i kia ciing & day hon mot nim r6i, con cau chi mdi trong
chdp mit 1ap tirc da nghi ra cac sach luoc khic nhau, vy 1a giéi 1am réi.”

Hai hang 16ng may cta Nhac Duong nhiu chit lai, mét tron nhin qua ong nhom tim kiém, trong dau
dong thoi suy nghi tran trd xem rét cude con diém nao minh chwa nghi dén. Tim mii mot hoi 1au cling
khéng ¢ phat hién gi méi, cudi cung, anh chang nghién ring bo cudc, khong thé khong thira nhan rang
minh doan khong ra.

Lac nay Trac Moc Cuong Ba chot 1én tiéng, “Tim théy roi, & vach nti d6i dién, cach chd bon s6i
cai chirg mot cdy sd vé phia Nam, bon chiing dang di chuyén.”

Nhac Duong voi dan tdi quan sat. Qua nhién c6 bén con s6i trén trién nii, phuong thirc hanh dong
ctia 1di s6i ndy hét strc ¢6 quéi, ting tdc chay nhanh mot doan dudng rdi dimg lai, nging dau ngoanh
xung quanh mot lugt, ké d6 hoi ha miéng ra, tyra hd nhu dang phat ra nhitng tiéng gam gir thap tram.
Anh d6t nhién c¢6 cam giac 1a la, mot con s6i trong dam ay duong nhu vo v lai ¢6 ¥ liéc sang phia
minh mot cai, Nhac Duong giat ban nguo1i, 10c nhin lai thi con sé1 kia da chay di xa mAt roi.”

“La linh tuan tra!” Cuong Nhat Phd Bac néi: “Déy 1a thu ha cta con Mt tréng, phu trach canh gioi
vong ngoai. Néu co ké dich khéc dén phd roi y do tac chién, ching s& phat tin hiéu canh bao vai bay
dan. Chac chan khong chi ¢ mdt doi linh tuan tra nhu thé nay dau.”

Truong Lap kinh ngac kéu 1€n: “Cht Cuong Nhat, chi con nhan ra d6 la thu ha cua con Mit tréng
ntra co a?”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac mim cudi dap: “Pan cua Mt trang dén day sém nhat, tinh dén nay ciing sip



bay nam r6i. Con Mt trang Ay con song & gan nha t6i sudt nira ndm, 1am sao t6i lai khong nhan ra
chung dugc chu?”

“Hir, séng & gan nha cha sudt nira nam?”

Cuong Nhat Phd Bac dua mét nhin Trac Moc Cuong Ba, roi lai liée sang Cuong Lap, cham rai
thd' dai n6i: “Ha, chang phai vi Cuong Lap thi con vi ai nita!” Anh ta ha thip giong xudng noi, “Cudng
Ba, cau khong biét day thoi, sau khi cau di, tim trang Cuong Lap rat khong tot, ngay nao ciing ngdi
trude cua, troi i mit cting khong chiu tré vao. Cir nhu vay sudt nira ndm troi, mot hom nd dot nhién
kéo con s6i mat trang kia trd vé, an tri cho & trén trién co ngon nii sau nha t6i, tir d6 t6i mGi biét gia
toc nha con Mt trang ay da di cu dén viing nay. Con Mt trang khi d6 c6 18 1a ké that bai trong cudc
khiéu chién vai soi dau dan, khap minh may day thuong tich, lai gdy gudc 6m o, gip gi6 1a run 1én cam
cap. Cau ciing biét day, Cuong Lap udng sita s6i ma trudng thanh, gitta nd va loai s6i luén c6 mot moi
day tinh cam ndo d6, luc ay cdu lai vira bo no ra di. Con Mt trang ay ciing chang ¢ gi dic biét, chi 1a
mau 16ng trang tuyén kha giéng vai Cuong Lap, chic cling chinh vi nguyén nhin ndy ma Cuong Lap
mdi ctru nd vé. Trong thoi gian con s6i & trén trién dbc dudng thuwong, Cuong Lap thudng gidu mot
phan thirc dn ctia minh 1én 1at mang dén cho nd. Con s6i kia cling biét tri an, sau khi 1anh 14n tré lai thi
cling bit vé vai con tho hoang hay thi nho gi d6 cho Cuong Lap duoc bita an twoi. C6 lic nhin thiy
ching né & véi nhau, mic du con séi kia hoi nho hon mdt chat, nhung Cuong Lap dudng nhu rat vui
vé, cling khong u uat nhur lac cAu moi di nita, t6i nghi nd cling dén cai tudi Ay roi, bén mit nham mat
md coi nhu khong thdy gi. Ai ngd chuyén khong phai thé, mic du c6 lic ching to ra rat thin mat, nhung
Cuong Lap cin ban khong cho con s6i kia cham dén minh, mbi 1an con s6i ¢6 hanh dong gi vuot qua
12 n6 lai gido huan cho mot phen. C6 lan Cuong Lap lam dit qua, con s6i kia chay mat va khong trg vé
nita. Thi ra, n6 lai khiéu chién s6i dau dan 14n nita va thanh cong. Gitra Cuong Lap va bay séi, con
MEit trang Ay da chon phia thir hai.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba thd dai, than: “Tiéc qua, tai sao Cuong Lap khong chip nhan con séi kia
chua?”

Cuong Nhat Phd Bac thép giong oan trach: “Cau that sy khong biét hay 1a... Cuong Lap thuc su
yéu thich... 1a cau do!”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba hoi ngan ngudi ra. Nhac Duong va Truong Lap ciing hoi kinh ngac, ¢6 diéu
hai anh chang no da nhanh chéng trao doi anh mat, ciing ltc nghi dén 1y lun hip din giéng céi cta ho,
qua nhién la khong sai chit nao!

Cuong Nhat Phd Bac thép giong noi: “Cau co biét réng, nam do6 chung ta dé Cuong Lap tu lua
chon ¢ lai hay di theo cau, ddi v&i n6 13 mot chuyén dau khd dén nhuong nao hay khong. Sau khi cau
di, n6 ctr guc dau vao 1ong toi ma khoc tirc twdi, khoc dén ndi tim toi cling mudn v tan ra roi. Moi

birc thu cau giri t6i, t6i déu doc cho nd nghe. Mdi 1an nghe xong, né lai ngdi trude cira, nhin theo



hudng cau ra di, tir d6 dén gio nd ngdng doi cau trd ve. ..

Mot ngudi mot chd Ay cung nhau tu do chay nhay nd dua trén dong co, dudi thd, ném canh cay,
xudng song tam rira, du di toi dau, hé vira ngdi xudng 1a Cuong Lap lién bo t6i rac vao 1ong Trac Moc
Cuong Ba; khi Trac Moc Cudng Ba nam trén bai co ndm nhin troi xanh may trang, Cuong Lap s& ngdi
bén canh ga; khi dugc ga cai cho mot bong hoa nho, n6 s€ chay t&1 bo song soi minh, Cuong Lap 1a
con linh ngao c6 kha ning nhan thirc hiém thiy trén doi, né biét cai bong phan chiéu dudi nude kia
chinh 1a minh...

Trong khoanh khac, nhitng hoi trc vun vit vé khoang thoi gian sdng chung véi Cuong Lap bong
chdc dan trao 1én trong tim thirc, Trac Moc Cudng Ba chot thiy chua xot trong 10ng, khoe mit ngan
ngin nude.

Nhac Duong va Truong Lap ciing thoi khong pha tro nita, ngoanh dau nhin Cwong Lap, chi thiy n6
dang ngdi chom hdm quay lung vé phia ho, ngudc nhin cac thiét bi tinh vi trong tay ddi trudong HO
Duong, hai vai hoi khé run run. Hai ngudi déu cé thé tudng tuong ra duoc, nim d6 khi Cudng Ba
thiéu gia ra di, Cuong Lap da phai dua ra mot lya chon dau khd dén nhuong nao, mdt bén la nguoi
than d3 nuoi dudng minh, mot bén 13 ngudi minh yéu thich trong long, ddi véi Cuong Lap, d6 méi that
su 12 yéu ¢ trong 1ong ma khong thé néi ra thanh 10i.

Pé tranh nhic dén chu dé khoi go1 sy thurong cam nay, Nhac Duong no1 voi1 Cuong Nhat Pho Bac:
“Cha Cuong Nhat ndy, t6i thiy nhét thoi chic chung ciing khéng lao vao quyét chién luén dau, chi bang
chi ké cho moi ngudi nghe dan soi thir ba kia, rot cudc 13 nhur thé nao di, thi 1inh ctia ching & dau?
T6i cling mudn xem xem cé phai con so6i 4y c6 ba dau sau tay gi hay khong.”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac cudi kho néi: “Tha linh ay a, kha kha, t6i chura bao gio trong thiy né ca,
nhung chic chin nd dang ¢ gitta bay soi, tir ddu t6i van luén co cam giac rang con soi thi 1inh ay da
biét toi dang ngAm quan sat ching, chang qua n6 chi khong vach tran toi ra thoi. Hir, du sao thi cling 1a
an clia nguoi mot miéng, ng' cia ngudi mot tiéng ma.”

“Cai gi, cai gi? Cai gi ma dn mot miéng véi chang no mot tiéng, chi nodi rd xem nao.”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac néi: “Luc moi nguoi dén nha i, ¢6 thiy i ctru ctia t6i dau khong?”

“Ctru?” Nghe Cuong Nhat Pho Bac noi vy, Nhac Duong méi nhé ra: “Lam gi ¢, chudng ctru ctia
chi trong khong ma, chang 18...”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac git dau néi: “Pung day, ctru nha t6i déu bi 1ii s6i nay trom. .. trm, bi ching
muon di hét roi!”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba cling tham giat minh kinh ngac, thdt 1én: “Anh bao 13, hon mdt tram con clru
ctia anh toan bo déu bi soi bat di hét r6i a? Cuong Lap dau?” Ga liéc mat sang phia Cuong Lap, con
cho gia bo ngd lo nhin vé phia diy nai xa xa, nhung hai tai lai vénh 1én rd cao.

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac bat luc dap: “Cuong Lap &, hdy a, dirng n6i Cuong Lap nita, dén ca ngudi



song sO so nhu t6i ddy dich thdn ngl trong chudng clru, chang phai 1a van khong gilt duoc diy sao?
T6i ¢6 cam giac nhu 14 ching n6 dang thir thim do xem t6i nhin nai dén ¢& nao, méi dau chi 13 nam ba
con, vé sau cang lic cang tao ton, dén ndi chéng con dé cho tdi con nao nira.”

Nhac Duong néi: “L& nao chu khong ap dung cac bién phap dé phong?”

“Bién phap dé phong ha!” Khong nhic dén con d&, vira 16i chuyén nay ra, Cuong Nhat Pho Bac
lién hir manh mot tiéng, noi: “Dat thong long, biy kep, bo thude, dao hd... ndi cho cau biét, tt ca
nhirng chiéu ctia con ngudi c¢6 thé nghi ra duoc ti ¢6 chi kim toi déu da dung hét ca roi, chung van
thong dong vo su. My thi doan 4y ddi voi chang clr nhu 14 tro tré con vay, t6i va dan s6i d6 da minh
tranh 4m dau méy chuc lan rdi...” Cuong Nhat Pho Bac dot nhién cui thép mat Xuéng, “ma chua lan
ndo thing dugc bon ching.”

Anh ta lai tho dai noi tiép: “Ciing khong phai Cuong Lap khong tan hét trach nhiém, chi hiém ndi
bay s6i ndy qua ddi gido hoat, ddu véi bon ching c6 thé gip du tri ké vo cliing v tan, ndo 1a “diéu ho
ly son”, “che tro1 qua bién”, “muon xac hoan hon”, “thay man ddi dao”, “a4m d6 Tran Thuong”... Du
thé nao thi cr dén dém, chung lai c6 thé dit ciru di qua ngay trude mit toi va Cuong Lap. Bon ctru kia
cling dén thuc tha, ca kéu ciing khong kéu tiéng nao, clr thé ngoan ngodn di theo ngudng ta vy toi.
Khong chi minh t6i, ngay ca thén Na La khong nha nao 1a khong bi ching dat ctru di.”

Nhac Duong néi: “Vay sao dan lang khong hop strc lai dé doi pho véi bon séi dy chir?”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac thd dai: “Cau khong biét ching gido hoat thé nao dau. Ctru ctia nhitng nha
khac thi mdi 1an chiing chi dit di ndm ba con, lai toan bét vao lac tha rong ban ngdy, dan lang con
tudng 1a ctru tu di lac, hon nira bon chiing con do tro bét ctia nha nay bu vao cta nha kia, ma ctru cua
dan lang chang con ndo danh ddu danh ma gi, thé 13 ai cling ndi ctru nha minh chay sang chuéng nha
ngudi khéc, thanh thir cdi nhau Am T hét ca 1én. Chi ¢6 1ii ciru nha 6i 1a chung quyét chi muon ma
khéng tra, vo vét sach tron, ké ca cai cong 16ng ctru ciing khong dé lai cho t6i.”

Nhac Duong thim nht: “Ong ch oi, mot minh cht song gitra ving niii hoang dong ving nay, trudc
khong thay lang, sau khong thay tiém, 1{i s6i kia dén khong dat ciru ctia cht di thi con kiém ai vao day
nira!”

Truong Lap lai néi: “T61 that khong sao hiéu nbi, tai sao ctru cua dan lang thi chung chi dat di
nim ba con, con ciru cua chi thi bi bat di hét sach sanh sanh nhu thé?”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac noi: “Chuyén nay thi phai ké tir dau. Pan soi nay dai khai dén day tir khoang
mdt nim trude, mdi dau, bon ching dung cach léy vat d6i vat dé bat ciru cua t6i di. Dai khai cling
khoang ngay ndy nim ngoai, sang so'm toi nga day dot nhién thiy trong chudng ctru chang hiéu sao lai
c6 thém ba con la hoang, lién cam thay c6 gi bat 6n, két qua 1a dém lai thdy thiéu mat nim con ctru, toi
hoi Cuong Lap, khong ngo né ciing chang hay chuyén gi da xay ra, dung thue 1a ky quai hét strc. Lan

dau tién t6i con tudng co ai d6 duia véi minh, bén tha 14 la di. Pan s6i kia ciing tha vi ra phét, ching



twdng t6i khong thich la hoang Tay Tang, lai xua vao chudng ctru nha toi bon con dé 16ng dai, roi lai
bat di nim con ctru ctia t61 dé doi chéc, 1an nay thi toi phat hién trén hang rao chudng ciru c6 dau vét
vudt soi tréo qua. THi biét, minh dung véi 1ii s6i roi, dong thoi toi ciing biét, 1{i s6i 1an ndy minh dung
phai khac voi tit ca bon soi da tirng dén nha t6i trude day. Tur day tro di toi bat dau dé ¥ dén bon soi
nay. Toi va Cuong Lap canh trong chudng ctru sudt bay ngay lién khong c6 dong tinh gi, vira méi tha
16ng phan ndo thi sang hom sau d3 lai mAt thém ba con ciru nita, ttrc 16n ca rudt. Vay 1a cudc chién
gitta toi va bay soi chinh thirc nd ra. Mdi dau, t6i nghi 1t s6i nay déu 1a dong vat dugc nha nude bao
ho, ching an thit clru ctia 61, nha nudc s& co boi thudng thich dang, vay nén khéng dinh ding sting, ma
chi mudn doa chiing kinh hiii mot phen cho bdt cai théi hung hing can quay d6 di. Thé nén luc dau, thi
cling chi dung cac cach nhu két ngudi rom, treo chudng, gidu day thong long, dao hd. Khong ngd
nhirng cach nay déu chiang linh nghiém, ctru nha t6i van cr hdm nay mét ba con hdm sau mt nim con,
ma tirc hon nita 14 chung lai c6 thé qua mat Cuong Lap ma bat trom 1ii ciru di chir. May tha bay rap
thong thuong déu vo dung, vay 12 toi lién nang cap str dung loai loi hai hon, kiém bay tim cai bay kep
san tha trong c6 moi thit twoi, gidu vao chd tdi. Két qua thé ndo cac cau cd doan dugce khong, bay tim
cai bay kep éy nhét loat déu bi kéo ra trudc cira nha t6i, t6i m& cra ra, suyt chut nira 1a bi tring chiéu
101, chéng nhitng nhu thé, bon nd con an sach s& thit moi & bén trong nira chir. To1 that nghi nat ca oc
ra ma ciing khong hiéu, chang 1& bon séi nay thanh tinh roi chic! Vé sau thé nao thi chic cac cau ciing
tudng trong ra duoc, ty nhién 13 c6 bao nhiéu chiéu t6i gid ra hét, cac cam biy Ay thiét ké hoan hao
dén ndi ban than tdi ciing cho rang du ngudi thy sin loi hai nhat cling phai tring chiéu, chang 18 t6i lai
khong choi ndi may con soi tép riu hay sao? That khong ngd, ching lai cho tdi mdt bai hoc vo cling
sdu sac. Toi ciing khong nhd 14 dd bao nhiéu 1an minh bi cam by do chinh minh thiét ké hai cho nhéch
nhac tham hai nita. Néu khong phai c¢6 Cuong Lap, chic c6 dén may 1an t6i bi tring bay khong ra ndi
roi day.”

Truong Lap khong dam tin d6 13 sy that: “Hinh nhu hoi qué than ky thi phai? Sao ma ching lam
dugc the chu?”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac buc tirc noi: “Ai ma biét duoc, t6i ma biét thi t6i khong phai con ngudi roi!
Nhung c6 miy lan, chung nhu 13 biéu dién cho t6i xem vay, ciing ¢d ¥ cudp di miy con ctru ngay trudc
miii t61, cau doan xem ching lam thé nao chur...” Khong dgi bon Truong Lap tra 101, Cuong Nhat Pho
Bac di noi tiép ludn, “Cau tuyét d6i khong thé ngd dén dau, ding vao ky dong duc ctia 1ii ciru cai nha
t6i, chang hiéu chung xua ¢ dau vé miy con ctru duc cao 16n anh tudn, vira xuat hién da de bep lii ctru
duc nha t6i nudi. Cau bao xem, cai lil clru cai Ay ciing that ngu ngde chang budn nhin xem ding sau
dam ctru duc kia 1a s6i hay 14 cai giong gi da ti ta ti ton chay theo giai roi, di xong roi khong bao gid
tr& vé nira ludn.”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac lai phan nd n6i tiép: “Y do cua bon soi ay rat ro rét, cau dung chi€u ac bao



nhiéu thi cling tra don béng ké doc béy nhiéu. Chéng han ¢6 mot 1an, t6i boi nude 6t 1én dui 1d ciry,
bon s6i 4y ma dam dung dén ctru nha i 13 16 miii nd hoa ludn, thiy chiéu ndy du doc chua? Ca Cuong
Lap toi ciing khong dam cho lai gin miy con ciru Ay, vAy ma khong ngd, bon ching con giang tra mot
chiéu doc hon nira!”

“La gi thé?”

Cuong Nhat Phd Bac cudi méo xéch: “Toi mic xac chung lam thé nao ma dua 1i ctru di, c6 diéu
hanh vi bao thu ngay sau do thi khién t6i suyt chut ntra 1a khong chiu dung ndi. Bon chung... bon
ching. .. khong ngo da xua 1ii ciru ctia dan trong lang Na La vao chudng ctru nha t6i. Ngay hom sau,
dam dan lang 4y lién dén kiém t6i hoi toi, dung 1a c6 miéng ma khong biét ndi sao, kho so khong thé
ké ra dugc! Thir nghi ma xem, Cuong Nhat Pho Bac t6i day tu hoi minh di ngay dimg thang, chua timg
lam chuyén XAu gi, vay ma lai bi mdt dan soi hai cho 6 ué thanh danh, vé sau dan trong lang hé cir mat
ctru1a lai dén tim toi, that 1a...”

Truong Lap, Nhac Duong déu ha hbc miéng ra, suyt chit nita thi roi ca cam xubng dat. Trac Moc
Cuong Ba ciing ddm chim vao trang thai than thd, trong ddu chi van vo mot ¥ nghi: Cuong Nhit Pho
Bac dang noi dén soi ddy sao? Py co phai 1a so6i khong? La loai soi gi vay?

Nhac Duong 13 ngudi dau tién tinh tao tré lai, voi hoi: “Doi chit da... Cha Cuong Nhat Pho Bac,
vira ndy chil n6i bon so61 xua ctru duc dén du dd clru cai nha cha di, lai con xua ctru cua dan lang vao
chudng nha chy, ching 1&, bon chiing bét ciru di khong phai dé an thit hay sao?”

Nghe Nhac Duong néi vay, Truong Lap ciing c6 phan tng, dung thé, theo cach ndi ciia Cuong
Nhat Pho Bac, bon séi nay bét trém ciru khong phai dé 1am thtrc an, hanh vi cta chung duong nhu 1a
c6 y ngdm ngam dau d4 voi anh ta vay. S6i khong an thit ctru? Vay bon chiing bat ctru di dau r6i?

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac gat dau khen ngoi: “Cau ndy hoi ding vao tim diém rdi day. Khong sai, bon
so1 kia khong an thit ctru.”” Anh ngoanh dau lai, phong mét nhin Xuéng mach nii, néi vo1 bon Nhac
Duong: “Duéi chan ngon ndi 16n ndy cdy co tot twoi, co rat nhiéu la hoang Ty Tang, dé 16ng dai, cay
ngua, lon rimg dirg chan nghi lai, tuy bon s6i ndy khé déng, nhung hé théng sinh thai noi day ciing van
thira du dé nudi séng bon ching.”

“Vay thi tai sao chiing con dén trom ctru?” Truong Lap thic mic.

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac néi: “Pay lai 1a mdt van dé ma khong ai nghi ra duoc, néu khong phai toi da
tAn mat chung kién, thi chinh ban than toi cling khong thé tin dugc. Bon chung trom 11 ctru kia di,
khong ngd lai 1a dé... nuoi tha!”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba ngan ngudi. Nudi dudng gia suc, day tuyét ddi 1a hanh vi chi ¢ ¢ con nguoi,
bon s6i nay qua thuc khién nguoi ta qua bat ngo roi.

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac chi tay vé phia trudc néi: “O ngay phia sau suon nai dbi dién kia, c6 18

cling l1a di tich ctia song bang 0, da hinh thanh nén mdt khu vuc dia hinh nhu cai chau. Tét cé 14 ctru



s6i trom vé déu dugc nudi tha & trong Ay, ngoai ra con rat nhiéu dong vat an cé hoang da khac nira.
Bon s6i ndy con gidi hon ca nhirng con ché chin ctru xuat sic nhat nita. Ching n6 don 1ii ciru lai thanh
tirng nhom tirng nhém, hoach dinh pham vi, chi huy bon ctru an c6 mét cach co ké hoach, ¢ quy luat.
Tai sao bon s61 nay lai trdm ctru nha nudi chir, chinh vi chiing biét ctru nha nuoi dé quan ly, bao di
sang bén Tay thi s€ di sang bén Tay, bao di sang bén Pong thi s€ di sang bén Bong.”

“Ha?” Moi ngudi cang nghe cang thdy mé hoic, Nhac Duong ldy lam ky quai noi: “Bon ching
nudi ctry, lai khong an thit ctru, muc dich dé 1am gi thé? Chang 1& 1a mudn nudi cho bon ctru béo mam
1én mé1 an?”

Truong Lap néi: “L& ndo 13 vi phét trién bén viing? Str dung tai nguyén tai sinh mot cach ¢6 hiéu
qua?”

Cuong Nhat Phd Bac lc dau: “Purng noi 1a cac cau, to1 da nghi sudt nira ndm dai, nat diu nat 6c
ma ciing khong nghi ra dugc rét cudc tai sao chiing lai 1am nhu thé, mai dén mot tuan trude khi dan bo
Yak kia bat ngo xuat hién...”

Nhin dia hinh xung quanh, nghi dén dan bo Yak hoang di dang bi vay khdn, roi lai ngdm t&i nhitng
hanh vi cua bon s6i, Nhac Duong dudng nhu dot nhién hiéu ra diéu gi d6, séng lung bdng dung lanh
toat, “Chu, y cha la...”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac gat dau: “Gio thi ciu biét toi khong né1 ngoa roi chir, dan s6i nay, chinh xac
1a d3 bat dau tinh cach ddi pho 11 bo Yak tir mot ndm trude roi. Theo tinh todn ctia toi, mdt ndm trude
bon s6i nay da theo ddu dan bo Yak kia dén day réi. Lii bo Yak hoang kia di tri mdt cach co quy luat
trong diy Himalaya nay, an tir phia Nam Ién phia Bac, rdi lai quanh nguoc tir phia Bac trd vé phia
Nam. Thung liing d6i dién ching ta kia 1a mdt viing dong c6 rat 16n, ma mudn dén day thi phai vuot
qua trién nai c6 do cao kha 16n so voi mure nude bién, vi vay ciing khong nhidu dong vat hoang di dén
duoc d6, nhung ddi voi bo Yak thi noi 4y gan nhu 13 vudn cuc lac r6i. Mi ndm ctr dén mua nay 1a
chiing lai kéo dén, chd ay du co cho ching An miy thang, ca bay dan nha ching ¢ thé & day nghi ngoi
dudng strc, hoan thanh cong viéc giao phoi. Chi tiéc 13 1an nay, khi bon ching tréo déo vuot nii dén
dugc ving lac vién dy, thir con lai chi 1a mot ving dat hoang khong con nhanh cay ngon c6 cong thém
may trim con so6i dir.”

Mbi budc hanh dong déu trai qua suy nghi cin k&, mdi qua trinh déu duoc tinh toan chu toan, Nhac
Duong cam thdy trao dang 1én mot ndi s¢ xua nay chua tirng c6, twa nhur anh dang nhin thdy, dang nghe
ndi vé mot dam nhitng ké Am muru chir khong phai mot bay soi. Pirng noi 1a dbi phé véi mot dan bo
Yak hoang d3, thim chi dén ca Cuwong Nhat Pho Bac ciing bi ching bdn cot nhiing nhiéu, pha rdi cho
dén tham thuong. Bon chiing duong nhur da nhin thiu duoc ban tinh con ngudi, chi gio ra mdt muu nho
thoi da khién nguoi ta hoai nghi 1an nhau, ngd vuc 1an nhau, ma c6 1& trong mat ching, con ngudi

chiang qua chi 1a mot loai dong vat binh thudng, chang thong minh hon bon bo Yak kia 1a may.



Muu ké cua bay so1

Cuong Nhat Phd Bac diém dam n6i: “C6 biét 1an dau tién t6i nhin théiy bon so61 chan tha curu éy,
trong 10ng c¢6 cam giac nhu thé ndo khong? Trong mit tdi, chiing khéng phai 14 mot dan séi nira, ma 1a
mot canh quéan co o chirc, ¢6 ky luat. Bon chiing phin cong hop tac, mbi con mot viét, ca dan cung
hoat dong trra nhu mot ¢6 may md hét cong suat, bat ctr sirc manh nao ¢6 ¥ do ngin can cd may ndy
xoay chuyén, khi d6i mit voi ching ciing déu o ra luc bat tong tim hét.”

“C6 kha niang chiing 12 s6i chién khong? Chinh 1a bon so6i song chung véi ngudi Qua Ba toc ay?”
Trac Moc Cudng Ba tir ndy van chua noi gi dot nhién mé miéng cét tiéng.

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac noi: “Téi ciing tirng nghi dén kha ning niy, nhung lai tu loai trir n6 di roi.
Pan s6i ndy duoc hinh thanh tir cac gia toc soi khac nhau, dén gi van con giit nguyén cac don vi gia
toc, hon nira con c6 rat nhiéu gia toc méi gia nhap bay dan.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba noi: “Néu vay thi chi con kha nang thtr hai nita thoi.” Cuong Nhat Pho Bac
gt gat dau.

Truong Lap lau tau hoi ngay: “La gi thé?”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac giai thich: “Trong ddm soi y di xuat hién mot thi 1inh tai gioi, dudi sy dan
dat ctia nd, hinh thai xa hoi dan soi da nay sinh bién hoa long troi 16 dat. Phai biét rang, séi 1a loai
dong vat rat g161 moé phong va hoc tap, chi can c6 mot con soOi trong dan hoc dugc ki nang nao déy,
trong trudng hop mudn, nd c6 thé day cho tit ca nhitng con so6i khic ki ning y nhu vay.”

Nhac Duong néi: “Nhung chil con chura phat hién ra con s6i thi linh 4y ma?”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac néi: “Pay ciing 1a diém khién t6i 1ay 1am nghi hodc, t6i quan sat dan soi nay
cling mot thoi gian roi, nhung van khong thé nao phat hién duogc rot cude 1a con s6i nao chi huy théng
nhit ca dan. C6 lc, hinh nhu c6 dén miy con s6i chia nhau phat cac hiéu 1énh khac nhau, nhitng con
soi dung dau cac gia toc ciing trong tu truyén 1énh cho thudc ha ctia minh. Lac ching dn, i ciing thiy
c6 miy con s6i ciing dn mot lic, khong phat hién ra mot con nao ddc 1ap véi ca bay.”(1)

Trac Moc Cudong Ba noi: “Xemra con soi thi linh Ay ¢ ¥ tra tron 1an gitta bay s6i, mot vi thong
linh tinh minh nhu vay, chic né ciing biét bao vé ban thin minh nhur thé nao. Cé diéu, dya vao thai do
ctia nhitng con s6i khac v&i con théng linh thi vin ¢ thé quan sat ra dugc su khac biét chir.”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac lac dau: “Pay chinh 1a diém ky quai nhat, theo nhu t6i quan séat, dan soi nay
to ra hét strc cung kinh véi may con s6i chir khong phai mot con.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba chau may: “L& ndo ciing mot lac ¢o téi miy thi 1inh?”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac noi: “T6i cling nghi dén kha nang nay ro1, nhung xem bi€u hi¢n ctia Cuong



Lap thi duong nhu chi c6 mot con thu linh thdi.” Noi tdi doan nay, anh ta ha giong xudng rat thap.

“Cuong Lap?”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac thap giong thi thao: “Néu t6i doan khong 1am, Cuong Lap di gip con soi thi
linh Ay rdi.”

“Cai gi?”

Cuong Nhat Phd Bac néi: “Vira nay khi t61 va vi dai su kia do strc, cac cau théy than thu cua
Cuong Lap thé nio?”

“Loi hai.”

“Vay thi t61 nd1 cho cau biét, mot nam trudc, Cuong Lap khong 191 hai dén murc éy dau. Sau khi
nha t6i bi trom mét ctru, c6 mdt hom Cuong Lap 1én lén 1ut 1ut chay ra ngoai, roi trd vé khép minh dﬁy
thuong tich, phai ¢ trong nha dudng thuong ba thang mdi khoi han. Mic du n6 khong noi gi, nhung toi
biét, nhat dinh 13 n6 tirc khi bay séi kia, di kiém nguoi ta danh 16n roi. Tir sau ban do, toi phat hién
than thu Cuong Lap linh dong hon rat nhiéu, hoc duoc rat nhiéu dong tac va tu thé chay méi. S6 lan
chay nhay mdi ngay ctia nd ting 1én rd rét, toi nhin ra duoc, né dang 6m ca mdt cuc tirc trong bung day
chi, hinh nhu né muén rén luyén cho than thé thém cuong trang khoe manh dé tiép tuc kiém ngudi ta
khiéu chién. C6 diéu cho dén hién nay, tdi khong thay né ra ngoai ltic nira dém lan nao nita. Cuong
Lap rat cao ngao, néu 1a danh hoi dong, chic chin nd da quay lai tra miéng roi, toi nghi 1a chic chan
né don doc khiéu chién con séi tha linh rdi dé thua, dén gid van con chua ndm chic dugc phan thing,
thé nén moi...”

Nhac Duong noéi: “Y cha 1a, dém hom d6, con soéi thu linh kia dd danh tay d6i véi Cuong Lap? Tir
sau khi khiéu chién con soi kia, Cuong Lap méi hoe dugc cac ki nang chién dau méi, nhung voi thuce
luc hién nay cua nd, tham chi ca diing khi khiéu chién nguoi ta ciing khéng c6 nira...”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac gan nhu ghé miéng sat vao tai miy nguoi bon Trac Moc Cudng Ba thi tham:
“Chuyén nay ngan van lan chd néi truéc mit Cuong Lap day. Cac cau thir nghi xem, ngoai con soi thil
linh kia ra, s6i binh thudng c6 thé danh véi né dugce khong?”

M4y nguoi bon Trac Moc Cudong Ba nghi lai thiy cling diing, tuy so v6i nhitng con chd ngao khéc,
thé hinh Cuong Lap hoi nhé nhin hon mdt chit, nhung so véi soi thi it nhat ciing phai to hon mot hai
¢ tro 1én, néu don da doc dau, qua thuc kh6é ma tudng twong ndi lai ¢ con s6i nao co thé danh cho
n6 mat ludn ca diing khi phan khang. Thé nhung nghi theo chiéu hudng nguoc lai, vay thi con séi tha
linh kia ciing qua 1oi hai! Nhac Duwong d6t nhién nghi ra diéu gi do, 1ién hoi: “Chu Cuong Nhat Pho
Bac nay, thé Hai lam tht so voi Tir ky 14n thi con ndo 1gi hai hon?”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac khong khoi cam thay tirc cudi: “Tir ky 14n 1a ngao vuong trong truyén thuyét,
Hai lam thu, Hoang kim nhin tuy déu 1a giong ngao quy hiém, nhung ciing 1am chi 13 trung than ménh

tudng bén canh bac vuong gia ma thoi, c¢6 loi hai miy ciing chi 14 ké bé t6i. Anh sang dom d6m sao co



thé so bi v4i vang nguyét trén cao duogc.” Nhac Duong tirc khic 4 khau khong néi duoc 101 nao, chi
biét ngdy ngudi ra nhin Trac Moc Cudng Ba.

“Tét 1am!” d6i trudng HO6 Duong dang & canh day do dac ndi non dot nhién hung phéan reo 1én mot
tiéng khe kh&, quay sang noi v6i ca bon, “Dudng ny di dugc day!” Anh dua tay chi vao con dudng
dbc noi 11 s6i dang tran thu, doan ndi: “Pa do dac rdi, khe doc bi song bang dn mon nay la con duong
an toan nhat ma chung ta phat hién dugc cho t6i thoi diém nay!”

Ca d¢am Trac Moc Cuong Ba déu sitng nguoi ra tai chd. Doi truong Ho Duong thiy vay lién ngac
nhién hoi: “Sao vay? Thé ma van khong khién moi nguoi hung phan I1én chit nao hay sao?”

Nhac Duong dua mat nhin bay séi trén doc ndi, cudi khd ndo, ndi: “An... toan nhat ha? Ho ho,
d6i trudng HO &, anh that 13, that 1a biét dua ddy?” Pung lic ndy, anh chang dot nhién dé y thay Lat ma
A La ¢ bén canh tir ndy dén gio van ctr liéc nhin Cuwong Nhat Pho Bac. Phai réi, chu Cuong Nhat Pho
Bac nay biét rat nhiéu chuyén, c6 1€ nao, dai su da biét lai lich cua chu éy r6i? Nhac Duong thAm
quyét dinh trong 10ng, chuyén ndy tré vé nhit dinh phai héi Lat ma A La cho can k&.

Lic nay, Truong Lap d6t nhién noi: “Mau xem di, 1 bo Yak bat ¢au hanh dong roi!”

Poi hinh ctia dan bo da c6 thay ddi, 1 bo duc tap trung sang canh phia Nam va phia sau, bo cai va
bé con don ca sang phia dbi dién véi murdi miy con s6i gy gude. Con bo duc thi linh ngira ¢6 kéu
vang mot tiéng, bon vo g0 1én da cudi kéu “cach, cach”, chi théy dam bo duc bén canh phia Nam lién
nhat loat x6ng 1én ddc, bon & phia sau thi xong thing ra chd miéng hd 16, con bo cai va bé con lai lao
ra khu trong ¢ day ho 16.

Chiéu nay ciing nam ngoai strc tudng tuong ciia dam ngudi Trac Moc Cuong Ba. Cuong Nhat Pho
Bac n6i: “Thi ra 1a mubn gi§ chiéu bon mit nd hoa, néu dan séi kia cé so suit & diém nao do, 1ii bo
Yak ndy s& xong ra khoi vong vay dugc diy.”

Truong Lap noi: “Nhung ma nhu vay thi chang phai 1a thuc luc ctia dan bo s& cang bi phan tan hay
sa0? Néu 1a dan so6i tam thudng thi ding cach d6 con duoc, chi tiéc 1a chiing lai gip phai bon séi
nay...”

Nhac Duong giat 1dy dng nhom néi: “Khong dung, néu chiing mudn dot pha vong vy tir ca bon
phia, vay thi nhom ndo ciing phai c¢6 bo cai, bé con va miy con bd duc mdi ding. L& ndo bon bo Yak
ndy cho rang ké dich da don luc lugng vao miéng ho 16 va doc niii phia Nam, muén loi dung 1i bo duc
dé cam chan dbi phuong, tao ra co hdi chay thoat cho bon bo cai va bé con?”

Truong Lap ndi: “Vay tai sao chung lai dam dé bo cai va bé con xong pha vao giira dan s6i? Bon
chung khong so ddy 1a cam bay sao?”

Nhac Duong traim ngdm: “Um, mudi may con séi gay gudc ¢ chinh dién du dich kia xemra c6 18
13 1i yéu 6t nhat trong ca dan séi, hon nita phia sau bon chiing ciing khong con quan hiu bi nita, t6i

nghi 1a bon s61 dang str dung chién thuat hu ma thuc, thuc ma hu, danh cugce xem 1ii bo Yak c6 dam



x0ng thang 1én phia trudc hay khong? L& nao con bo duc dau dan kia di nhin thdu duoc sach luge cla
dan soi r6i? Nhung & vi tri cua chiing dau c6 nhin thiy duoc tinh hinh phia sau dam so6i gay gudc kia
nhi.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba chot ndi: “Pung 1am 6n nita, chung thay doi chién thuét r6i kia.”

Chi thay bon bo duc dang xong vé phia miéng hd 16 chot khong lao vé hudng ay nita, ca bon xong
1én dbc ntii phia Nam ciing chi leo dugc ntra chirng, roi ca hai nhom déu doi hudng giira dudng, lao
vé hudng cta 1t bo cai va bé con. Lii bo cai va bé con ay dang dung giita bon bo duc va muoi may
con soi gy gudc kia, than thé chung vira hay che kin toan bo tim nhin cta bon s6i, khi 1ii bo duc kia
lao nguoc vé duoc nira chung, dam bo céi va bé con méi cung lic dat sang hai bén, 1t bo duc da tap
hop thanh d6i hinh lién lao thing vao giita bay soi, khi thé tra nhu sim sét mura giong!

Nhac Duong kéu 1én: “O, thi ra 13 kéo dai khoang cach dé chay lay da, chuan bi xung kich, giong
nhu ltc ngudi ta danh nhau, trude tién phai thu nim ddm vé roi méi nhim vao chd yéu nhét cua ké
dich, cho han mot don chi mang vay! Chang nhirng thé, dong thoi ching con lam nhidu loan tim nhin
ctia ké dich, khién d6i phuwong khong kip diéu chinh chién thuat, con bo duc dau dan nay ciing khong
phai hang thuong dau!”

Truong Lap lai nhom 1én ghé mét vao 6ng nhom, néi: “Nhung ma 1ii s6i kia hinh nhu ciing khong
cang thang gi cho 1am kia?”

Nhac Duong nhin lai, thy dan s6i van con nam con ngdi thua thét, mdt con soi ndu ngoac to cai
miéng ra ngap, dich thuc khong hé c6 vé gi 1a cang thang khan truong, bon s6i mai phuc ¢ nhitng chd
khac ciing déu ling 1& chd doi, khong hé hoang loan nhén nhao chut nao. Nguoc lai Nhac Duong &
trén quan sat lai hoi hdp, ndi: “Ding gap, bon séi kia dang gid ké khong thanh ddy, sau lung ching
khong c6 chi vién gi dau, tit nhién ching khong thé to ra cing thang dugc. Gid bon ching va bay bo
Yak dang do xem bén nao giir duoc dén gidy phut cudi ciing, néu gio ma ching da loan 18n rdi, bon bo
Yak kia tyr nhién 1a s& x6ng thang qua thoi, ching chi c6 cach gitr viing 6n dinh. .. xem xem con bo Yak
dau dan kia co thé dan ca bay ctia né dén cach bay séi bao xa thi dung lai.”

“Néu 11 bo khong dirng lai thi sa0?”

“Thi bon s6i nay s& bi gidm nat thanh thit xay. Anh nhin ma xem, bo céi va bé con khong tham gia
hang ngii xung tran, bon chung chi dé dit chay theo phia sau, ciing c6 nghia 13, dan bo Yak van dé lai
cho minh mot dudng lui, mot khi ¢ bién cb gi xay ra, chung s& chay nguoc trd lai.”

Thé trong trung binh ciia bo Yak dyc 1a khoang trén mdt tin, hon hai chuc con cting liic guong chan
lao t6i, mit dat ciing rung 18n khe khé, tirng vién da cudi 16n bi bén vo cta 1ii bo gidm 1én ban tung ra
bbn phia, d4 vyn trén trién doc cling khong ngirng 1dn xudng. ..

Pan bo van con cach 1ii s6i chimg tdm chyc mét, mo hoi da wét ddm long ban tay Nhac Duong,

anh thAm nhu, bon s6i nay ciling tram tinh that day. Luc ndy, mat soi nhin dan bo lao tdi dau c6 khac gi



mot ngudi nhin thiy ca bay voi hoang am ap xng vé phia minh, khoang cach chi con chua day sau
chuc mét nira thoi, vAy ma van con ung dung udng tra hat thudc dugc nita nay sao? Truong Lap & bén
canh 4n tay 1én vai Nhac Duong, thiy Nhac Duong hoi nga ra, anh chang lién chen 1én ghé mét quan
sat.

Mdt con s6i nhom dtng 1én, Trac Moc Cudng Ba dang tudng rang bay soi sap c6 hanh dong roi,
nao ngo con soi kia chi liéc nhin 1t bo Yak mét cai dﬁy khinh miét, r6i lai ndm xuéng, twa hd nhu
chang lién quan gi dén minh vay. Trac Moc Cudng Ba voi diéu chinh dng nhom, dan bo chi con cach
121 s6i chua day ndm muoi mét.

Theo nhitng gi Crrong Nhat Pho Bac hiéu vé bon s6i ndy, chic chin ching con tro gi d6 ¢ dang
sau. Nhung anh ta da tron tron hét ca mat dé tim kiém hai bén son cdc rdi, khoang dat cao phia mé bén
khong hé c6 mai phuc, sau lung mudi miy con s6i khong c6 chi vién, chi c6 mot khoang dat trong, nhu
thé con gid ra duoc chiéu gi nita day? Khoang cach giita 1{i b va bon so6i cang lic cang gan thém, tim
trang Cuong Nhat Pho Bac chi e con cang théng hon ca bon soi kia, anh ta ctr khong ngirng thaAm tu hoi
minh: “Tai sao bon so6i kia khong hé cing thiang? RSt cude chiing con bé tri gi nita day? Tai sao bon
chiing khong hé to ra cing thang mot chit nio vay?”

Poi trudng H6 Duong va Lat ma A La mim cudi nhin bon ngudi hai 16n hai nho dang gi mét vao
may chiéc ng nhom quan sat chim, vira kich dong lai vira hung phan, hét nhu bn con bac khat nude
trong trudng dua ngwra; Ba Tang lanh lting ngudc nhin troi xanh miy tring, di v6i anh ta thi chang c6
gi quan trong ca; con Cuong Lap, 1ac ndy lai canh giac dao mét nhin xung quanh, chd ndo c6 gid lay co
dong mot chut thdi nd tron mit tring trimg vé phia ay.

Khong ¢6 bui mi cudn cudn, khong cé tiéng gaim gao cudng nd, chi ¢ tiéng thd ning né va tiéng
budc chan ram rap cua 1t bo Yak, ching cti thip dau, mit tron trimg gidn dit nhin vé phia trude. Bo
Yak 12 loai dong vét c6 thé hinh 1dn nhét trén cao nguyén nay, ching da xong thang vé phia trudc nhu
thé, ké nao dam can dudng co chtr?! Bon chd séi con con nay, khong ngd lai dam coi thuong khinh ré
chiing ta nhur thé! Giam nat bon ching!

Con bo duc dau dan gudng chan lao 1én, nd cam thdy tim minh chura bao gid ddp manh dén thé,
mbi 1an sai chan xong tdi, ca nui da ciing phai nhudng duong, vy ma 1i dong vat bon chan 16ng ngan
dudi cut ngin nay lai khién ca dan, ca bay nha nd phai ném di mui dau kho, thir hoi nd khong phin nd
1am sao duoc? Gid ddy cai lii Ay lai con dam luon 1o ngay trude mat, to ra khinh khinh coi thuong
vénh vénh vao véo, né da dién tiét 1am roi. Con bo dau dan ha quyét tim, xong 1én! Gidm bep bon
chiing ra!

Khoang cach vai bay séi kéo lai con bdn muroi 1am mét, bén muroi mét, ba muroi 1am mét. “O...”7
Dot nhién bén canh vang 1én mot tiéng réng bi tham 1am con bo Yak dau dan dang bi 1tra gian lam cho

ume dau oc giat minh syc tinh. Khi khoang cach gitra ching va bay so1 con khoang ba chuc mét, con



bo dyc dau tién dot nhién khuyu chan trude xudng, quy guc dudi dat, nhung da lao sam sap 4y van
khong hé giam sit, ca thin minh né van 14n 16ng 16¢ vé phia bon cho soéi. Ké tiép d6 1a con thir hai,
con thir ba, nhirng con bo nga xubng lai can budc 1i dong loai & phia sau dang lao t6i, tao thianh phan
g day chuyén, trong chdc 14t da c6 ca mot ddm nga rap ra, khap noi déu 14 nhitng tim than khong 16
13n 16ng 16¢ cling tiéng bo réng vang dong khap ving son ce. Khi nha 4o thudt boc tran bi mat ciia
man dién, nhitng ngudi ¢ mit thudng to vé khinh khi coi thuong, 16n tiéng néi rang “thi ra 1a don gian
nhu thé, c6 gi ma giéi dau, chang qua 1a toi chua nghi dén day thoi.” Tam trang ctia bon Trac Moc
Cudng Ba lac niy ciing kha giéng voi nhirng ngudi xem nha ao thuat vén tim man bi mat cta tro dién
1én 4y, thi ra la chung dung kep bay tha, mdi mot chuyén don gian nhu thé ma thoi, chang qua 1a khong
ai trong bon nghi t¢i. Pan s6i khong ngd di dit phia trede mudi miy con s6i gy go dm yéu du dich
kia miy chiéc kep by thu, khong hiéu chung con kiém duoc & ddu miy vang cd va ca dat bun phi 1én
bén trén, néu khong gidm phai thi thuc sy khé ma nhin ra noi.

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac lac dau noi: “Nhiing cai kep bay kep nay chic chan 1a ching tha ciia bon sin
trdm dudi chian nai. Co 18 chung gidu bay trong dong da tir dém hom qua. Khi tdi troi, thi luc ctia bo
Yak thua xa 11 s61.”

Nhac Duong vo dui danh dét mot cai: “Toi dd ndi chic chian con c6 hau chude ma, khong ngd
ching lai dung chiéu nay. Pang 18 toi phai nghi ra tir trudc rdi méi diing, naim d6 chang phai chiung da
loi dung thir nay dé d6i pho v6i chi Cuong Nhat Phd Bac ddy sao...”

“Um,” Trac Moc Cudng Ba khé ho mot tiéng. Nhac Duong lién 1ap tirc ngdm miéng khong noi
tiép nita.

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac noi: “May vang co kia day qua, biy kep khong phat huy duoc hiéu qua thuc
su, bon bo Yak chi bi kep vao chan, xem ra khong thuong ton dén gan cot, ching van con sirc chién
dau.

Nhac Duong tho dai cam than néi: “Biét dung cé dé nguy trang di 1a giéi 1am r6i. Hon nita du
bon bo Yak khong bi thuong, nhung ¢ mot cai kep sat thu 1u thé kia kep vao chan, budc di tap ta tap
t&nh, strc chién d4u ciing giam sut dang ké roi.”

Truong Lap noi: “Nhin kia, chiing lai 1am gi nita thé kia!”

Khi dan bo Yak dang ngi ngao ngd nhio, mudi miy con soéi gay guoc nam du dich kia méi dimg
1én, tinh than phan chin, dong thoi mot dam séi khic & ba phong tuyén bén ngoai ciing nhanh chong doi
vi tri, ting vién cho 1ii s6i du dich, con hai phong tuyén kia van im lim bat dong. Lic ndy ca mot 1ii bo
Yak 14n 16ng 16¢ x6 nhau t6i ngay trudc mit i soi, giéng nhu dem minh ndp vao miéng dbi phuong
vay, mubn ding 1én chay trén 1am nhung luc bat tong tAm.

Lii s6i nhdm vao con bo dau dan tran té1, con bo nay ciing khong duoc may min, bi mot cai bay

tha kep vao chan trude, thy 1d so6i vay dén, 1ién liéu mang quiy dap ca bon chan, 14t minh mot céi roi



mang theo ca cai by thu dimg thang ddy. Lii séi 1ap tirc kéo dan cy ly, miy con s6i nhay chom Ién
trude mit con bo dau dan dé thu hat sy cha ¥, mOt con sO61 mdt hoa nhan luc ke dich khong dé phong,
x0 1én lung d6i phuong, hai chi trudc bap manh, che 1udn cip mit cua con bod khong 16.

Con bo dau dan khong nhin thay gi, kinh hoang réng 1én “o 0 0” bat chap vét thuong dau dém, cir
thé guong chin chay nhur dién, con s6i mit hoa kia khong ngo lai nhu xe nhe chay duong quen, ding
trén lung bo Yak ta hét strc vitng vang, mic tinh d6i phuong c6 lic giat thé nao ciing khong roi. Chay
dugc mdt quang, con bo dau dan kiét suc, vét thuong nhéi dau 1én, lién khuyu xuéng, con sO1 mat hoa
kia gio m&i tung minh nhay khoi lung bo. Con bo dau dan vira nhin duoc, lién 1ap tirc hon phiéu phach
tan: chay nhing 1én thé nao ma nd lai chay diing vao giira dan soi, lic ndy xung quanh no toan séi 1a
so1 dirng chen chuc!

Pan bo Yak mat tha linh, lap tirc nao loan hét ca 1én, nhitng con bo khong bi thuong sdém da lui tré
lai trong hd 16 dimg chung véi 1l bo céi bé con. Nhitng con bi thuong kha nhe ciing da khap khiéng
chay vé, chi con lai nhitng con kho c6 thé di lai ndm do ra giira bay so6i, mudn chay ciing khéng duoc,
mudn di cling ching xong.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba nhin ba con bo Yak bi giir lai gitta bay soi, noi: “Vj tri 1ii s6i nay dit bay kep
cling rat khéo, ¢6 18 tong cong ciing chi khoang bén ndm chiéc, nhung loi dung dugc da lao cia 1ii bo,
khién cho ca dan ca 1il bon ching déu ngi nhao ra.”

Nhac Duong néi: “Toi van con mot nghi van. Lii so6i ndy ton bao nhiéu tinh luc vay khén dan bo
Yak & day, ot cudc 14 ¢6 v d6 gi? Chang 1€ vi thit bo Yak dn ngon hon thit ctru 42 Hay 14 con ¢6 muc
dich nao khac nira?

Truong Lap vira ndy mé&i nghe Nhac Duong no1 Twr ky 1an c¢6 kha nang 1a do cho so61 va cho ngao
giao phéi sinh ra, dot nhién ndi voi vé rat suy tu: “A, 61 biét rdi, 1 s6i thdy con bo duc dau dan kia
cao 16n uy minh, ndi khong chirng lai muén dién trd bo soi tap giao, dé ra miy con nguu lang ciing
nén.”

Nhac Duong phun “phi phi” néi: “Con ca Chirc Nir nita day, nguu lang cai gi cht! Chi ¢6 anh méi
nghi ra thir 4y duoc thoi.”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac noi: “Chi dua vao tudng tuong dich thuc 1a rat kho doan ra duoc y dd cua
dan soi nay, ctr xem tiép di.”

1. Nhitng con s6i d6 sau niy gan chit v6i su thanh cong clia qué trinh mo ra canh cira Bac Ba La thin miéu va ban than Trac Moc
Cuong Ba.



Pung do

Con bo Yak dau dan lot vao gitra bay soi, ta xung hitu dot thé nao ciling ko thé thoét ra ndi, chi can
no hoi lo 1a mot chit, bon sé1 s& 1ap tirc st dung chién thuat chéng chat, tit ca 1l bd nhao 1én ddi thy,
de nghién con bo Yak khéng 16 xuéng dat. Nhung chi can con bo ving vay mot cai, 1i s6i sé lai tan ra,
r6i con bo lai ding 18n, ging grong chay miy budc lai bi 1{i s6i dé ngira ra dat, ctr thé lap di lip lai
may 1an, du thé lyc con bo kia c6 khoe dén miy thi ciing khéng chiu ndi. Noi gi thi noi, no da dan ca
bay bang déo vuot nii, t6i dugce day thi gan nhu da can kiét strc luc, lai bi vay khén may ngay lién
khong duoc an gi, gid con phai 4c dau véi ca bay soi dong dao, tinh thé hoan toan nghiéng han vé mot
phia cling 1a 1€ di nhién.

Cudi cung, khi con bo Yak ddu dan bi dé ngira ra 1an thtr tim, nd ciing nhan thirc dwgc mot cach rd
rét rang gidy giua va phan khang chi 13 udng cong vo ich, lién ndm ludn ra ddy khong ding 1én nita, 16
mili khot kha khot khet thd phi phi. Bay so6i cling khong ap sat qua, ma chay vong vong xung quanh con
bo dau dan, ca biét co vai con soi tao gan tién 1én 1ay mong vudt gy gay chan trude chin sau con bo,
hodc dtng 1én ddu né ma lic lic cip sing, quan sat xem ddi phwong phan tmg thé nao. Chi thdy con
bo dau dan kia so dén run ban bat ca than minh, nhung khong dam nhtic nhich chut nao, anh mét toat
1én vé bat lyc sau sac. Lii s6i duong nhu ¥ thirc dugc thang loi ctia minh, mot con s6i gy go dung trén
minh con bo Yak, muo1 méy con con lai vay thanh mdt vong tron, roi nhét loat ngura c6 ha dai, ca I
s6i mai phuc trén cac trién ndi ciing xuat hién, tién hd hiu ing cit tiéng ht vang, nhét thoi khip ca
vung ndi déu ving ving tiéng soi tru gao.

Truong Lap voi ndi: “Xem di kia, d6 c6 phai thi Iinh ctia bay so6i khong?”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac lac dau: “Khong phai, d6 1a binh si gianh duoc thang loi. N6 chinh 14 con
s6i dau tién nhay b 1én minh con bo Yak du dan, thé nén n6 c6 tu cach nhan lay vinh quang nay.”

Con bod dau dan nam yén bat dong, bon soéi bat dau bao dan han 1én, chi thdy c6 miy con séi dudng
nhu dang can mot chan trudc con bo, ra strc giang xé gi ddy, Truong Lap noéi: “Unm, sao thé nhi, chuan
bi mé dai ti¢c mung théng loi 161 sa0?”” Nhac Duong déy Truong Lap ra, liéc nhin mét cai roi ndi
ngay: “Mit anh bi 1am sao thé, chung n6 mudn g& cai bay kep ra do, chic. Rét cude bon nay dang lam
cai tro gi thé nhi?”

Chi théy ca méy con s6i cung ra sttc mé cai bay kep, con bo dau dan nhic chan mét cai 1a ra duogc
ludn, 14p tirc lai c6 may con s6i khac nhao t6i, ding bén canh chin con bo hit hit ngiri ngtri, ké do 1¢
ludi ra liém 1én cai chan bi thwong ctia nd. Trac Mdc Cuong Ba kinh ngac thdt 1én: “Ching dang chira

thuong cho con bo Yak dau dan kia, trong nudc bot cta soi ¢ thanh phan khang viém, co thé ngin



ngtra vi khuan sinh soi, thé nén mdi khi bi thwong ching lai 1& ludi liém vét thwong. RSt cude ching
dang gi¢ tro gi vay?”

Nhac Duong ciing hiéu ky néi: “Bit séng thi 1inh ctia d6i phwong nhung lai khong giét, nguoc lai
con chita vét thwong cho nita? Bon s6i ndy 6t cude 1a mudn 1am cai gi day?”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac néi: “Xem ra ngay tir dau chiing ta da nghi 1am r6i. Bon soi phu 1én bay kep
nhirng tang ¢ day chinh 13 vi khong mubn bon bo Yak nay bi thwong qua ning, bon ching cin ban
khéng dinh khién i bd Yak bi nhitng ton thuong khong thé phuc hdi.”

Truong Lap thac mac: “Vay thi rét cude chung ndé mudn 1am gi vay?”

Khong 1au sau, mot con soi tur déng xa chay to1, diéu khién bon Nhac Duong kinh ngac nhat 1a
trong miéng nd khong ngo lai ngdm mot bo co to tudng, bd c6 dugce virt ngay trede mat con bo Yak
dau dan kia. Lic ndy con bo dau dan da dimg 1én duoc, nd tron trimg trimg doi mét bo 18n do xét quan
sat nhitng con s6i d4 1am minh mat hét thé dién thanh danh nay, sao ma nho bé thé, minh bi cai dam nho
bé nay danh bai hay sao? Con bo dau dan miii thé khut khit, ngoanh dau di chéng budn nhin bo co léy
mot lan.

Cung lac d6, nhitng con bo 1 vé ¢d thi trong dia hinh h 16 ciing nhan dugc dii ngd twong duong
nhu thé. Trén déc nai phia Pong, bon s6i khong nglrg ném xudng nhitng bo ¢é con dinh ca bun dat,
chéng méy chbc da chat thanh mot déng nho. D61 mit véi su hép dan dén mé hon nay, 1t bo duc da két
thanh mdt phong tuyén, ngin dam bo cai va bé con ¢ phia sau, khong dé ching dén gan ddng co kia.
Nhung ca mdt déng c6 xanh mon mén ddi véi dan bo da bi d6i miy ngay qua thuc co sirc hat qua 16m,
12 bé con ctr rong 1én “be be be” am T nhu phat dién, dau vii miy con bo cai kho quét khd queo, khong
an co thi ching khong thé co sira, nghe thy nhitng tiéng kéu nhu xé rudt xé gan ctia 1ii bé con, cudi
cung cling ¢ con bo cai khong cam long duoc, x6ng ra khoi phong tuyén cta dam bo duc tién vé déng
co hép dan kia. P c6 con dau tién, thi cting c6 con thir hai, thir ba, méi dau bon bo duc van ding
ngoai quan sat, sau khi thiy khong cé gi nguy hiém, ca dam ciing chen vao, nguoc lai con day 1i bo cai
va bé con sang mot bén, mot minh in ngau nghién nhu hd doi.

Péng c6 4y thi it ma dét thi nhiéu, chi loang cai d bi 1d bo an hét sach sanh sanh, sg riang ching
c6 1ay mdt con duge an no. Lii bo Yak ndy von dura vao ¥ chi ma khang cy lai cam giac doi khat, gio
da dugc ném mui cta ngon, cam giac doi bung so1 ung uc kia ngugc lai con dir do1 hon luc trude nira.
Khong it con bo cai di khong chiu dung ndi tiéng kéu ciia 1ii bé con, 1an lugt ngang dau 1én hudng vé
phia 14 s6i trén déc nui phét ra nhitng tiéng kéu nhur thé khan cau, nhung bon s6i kia gio lai khéng ném
c6 xanh xudng nita, ma déu ngoanh mit nhin vé mot huéng khic — hudng con bo Yak dau dan kia. Chd
con bo dau dan va dan bo cach nhau chirng tram mét, nd co thé trong thay bay dan, dong thoi dan bo
cling c6 thé nhin thay thi 1inh ctia minh, ddy hién nhién ciing 1a do bay séi kia day cong sap xép. Luc

nay con bo dau dan kia van khong chiu in dam co xanh trudc mit, cao ngao budng binh ding gitta mot



11 s6i dir, uu thé vé thé hinh noi bat han 1én, tinh thé that sy vo cung quai di.

Mot lat sau, bay soi lai bit ddu chau dau ghé tai ri ram, duong nhur lai ¢o tro gi méi. Qué nhién,
chéng méy chbc, & bén kia ddc nai 1ién xuat hién mot 1d s6i dan theo mot dan ctru di t6i. Cuong Nhat
Pho Bac ngan ngudi ra, néi: “P6 14 clru ctia toi ma.”

Chi thay 11 s6i 1tia dan ctru dén chd dan bo Yak co thé trong thiy, dan ciru lién tan ra, bat dau tu do
gdm ¢ trén trang cd cudi cung con sot lai Ay, 1 soi thi ctr di di lai lai thoai mai gitra dan ctru. Lii ctru
kia chfmg nhirng khong s¢ bon sé1, ma ngugc lai thi thodng con cti dau Xuéng, co co mit vao dau séi
to 1ong hiru hdo. Canh twong nay, dirng néi 1a 1t bo Yak trd mat ra nhin, ma ca bon Trac Moc Cuong
Ba, ciing c6 ai d3 tirng thdy so6i choi dua véi ciru bao gid?! Nhac Duong 1am bam néi: “Cong kién chi
chién, cong tim vi thuong, e 1a dan bo Yak nay khong chong d& duogc rdi.”

Cung ltc Nhac Duong thét 1én cdu 4y, trong bay s6i dudng nhu di c6 con phat hiéu 1énh, 14 s6i &
xung quanh déu tu lai mot chd, xép thanh tran thé hinh kim ty thap, dinh nhon cta kim tu thap éy hudng
d6i dién véi con bo Yak dau dan. Truong Lap thip giong ndi: “Xem nhanh 1én, con s6i thu linh, day
nhat dinh 1 con so6i thu linh r6i, khong thé sai duoc!”

Chi tiéc 1a tir vi tri ctia bon Trac Moc Cudng Ba nhin xudng, chi ¢ thé nhin thiy bong lung cua
con sé1 thu 1inh ma thoi, thoat nhin thi cling 1a by 16ng mau nau xam xam, chéng khac biét gi so véi
nhitng con s6i khic ca. Nhung trong mit con bo Yak dau dan kia thi hién nhién tinh hinh hoan toan
khac voi nhitng gi miy nguoi dam Trac Moc Cuong Ba trong thay, khi no chinh dién ddi mat véi con
s6i tht 1inh kia, 4nh mét lién tran ngap ndi so hii, hoang loan bt an, bén chan loang choang nhu say
rugu, ca than hinh cir khéng ngirg dong dua tai chd, dén dimg dudng nhu ciing khong dimg viing ndi
nita. Bat d6, bay so6i dot nhién ling yén, ca lii ciru cling dot nhién lang yén, 1i bo Yak ¢ dang xa ciing
lang yén, khéng gian chi con lai tiéng con gi6 lanh thoi se sat. Mot cam giac tinh lang lan téa ra xung
quanh, ca miy ngudi bon Truong Lap, Nhac Duong déu cam thiy tir gan ban chan xong 1én mot ludng
khi lanh budt hét strc c6 quai, nhung tuyét d6i khong phai do con gi6 lanh kia gy ra. Lat ma A La ciing
1an dau tién dua mat dé ¥ quan sat bay soi bén dudi, Cuong Nhat Pho Bac bét giac dit tay 1én chudi
dao, bo 16ng ctia Cuong Lap ciing dan 19 ra sac lam nhan nhat di né chang hé chay nhay gi, 16ng trén
cO xu ra, trong nhu 16ng bom su tir duc vay. Ca mot dam nguoi do, duy chi c6 Trac Moc Cuong Ba la
khong phat hién ra thay d6i gi. Ba Tang dtng bén canh ho hitng buéng mot cau: “Sat khi manh qua.”
Khée miéng anh ta hoi giat giat, tw ho nghi dén diéu gi do.

Con bo Yak déu dan khong sao kién cudng thém dugce nita, chan trude né khuyu xubng, 1an nay thi
khong phai vi dau dén ma van quy han xudng. N6 cti gam céi dau tir ndy dén gio van nging cao, ngoan
ngodn an sach s& dong co trudc mit. Khong khi birc bach ay lién dot nhién tan bién theo 1an gid,
Truong Lap thay vay thi hét toang 1én: “Nhin di, nhin di, con bo ay dau hang r6i! N6 khuat phuc roi!
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N6 khuét phuc r6i



Nhac Duong ciing kinh ngac thét 1én: “Thi ra 1ii s6i nay khong phai mudn n thit dan bo Yak, ching
mudn chinh phyc, chinh phuc ca mdt dan bo Yak hoang 16n nhu thé co day!”

Ban tay Cuong Nhat Pho Bac 4n 18n tang nham thach lanh nhu bang do6 bing ca 18n vi rét song anh
ta khong hé cam thdy dau dém, chi nghe anh 1am bam néi: “Thi ra 1a chinh phuc, khong ngo 1a chinh
phuc! Téi thyc sy kham phuc dan s6i nay roi day!” Anh ta gio ngdn tay chi vé phia dan so6i,néi véi
Trac Mdc Cuong Ba, Nhac Duong, “Céc cau biét khong, mdt van nam trudc, t6 tién loai nguo1 ching
ta cling d3 1am nhitng chuyén gidng nhu 1i s6i nay ddy... huan luyén nudi dudng dong vat hoang da,
bién ching thanh gia stic. Chi c6 diéu 1a dan soi ndy so véi to tién chiing ta thi wu ta hon nhiéu.”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac dang xtc dong boi hdi, bong nghe Cuong Lap d6t nhién phat ra mot tiéng
kéu thap nhung ngan va gap, khé huych vao nguoi chi nhin mot cai, roi néi lai nhao t6i trude cin giu
quan Trac Moc Cuong Ba ra strc giat manh. Trac Moc Cuong Ba dang ngdp ngimg do du, chot nghe
Ba Tang nhiu may noi: “Khong xong roi!” Cuong Nhat Phd Bac cling giat minh syc tinh, v01 noi:
“Chay mau, bi phat hién roi!” Dut 10i lién gudng chan chay xuéng doc nii. Nhac Duong kéo Truong
Lap, Truong Lap chay ra kéo d6i truong H6 Duong, nhung anh ndy lai ndi: “Thiét bi, con chua thu
don thiét bi ma.”

Truong Lap thac giuc: “Oi cha, ltc nao roi ma con thiét véi chéng bi.”

Ba Tang dit tay 1én can dao, theo ¥ nguyén ctia anh ta thi nén “truc tiép doi thoai” véi dan s6i mot
phen, nhung mot thir ban ning phét xuat tir sdu tham trong ndi tim da khién anh ta dwa ra quyét dinh
phai chay cho mau.

Pung ltc ay, lai chot thdy Cuong Nhat Pho Bac dang chay & phia trudc ding phat lai nhu phanh
xe... Bay s6i khong ¢ sau lung, ma & gitta duong tré vé ctia ho. Méy cai bong lom khom dtng thang
1én, téng cong c6 nam con soOi chdn trén duong. Cuong Nhat Phd Bac néi: “Bon linh tudn tra, thu ha
ctia Mt trang day.”

Nhac Duong néi: “Bi phat hién tir ltic ndo thé, sao ching biét ma vong ra sau lung chiing ta vay?”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac dap: “Chi s¢ la da bi phat hién tr s6m 161, chi ¢6 diéu chung do1i cho sy
viéc phia bén kia két thuc, sau d6 méi chinh thirc tiép can chung ta.”

Truong Lap noi: “Chi Cuong Nhat Pho Bac, khong phai cht noi hdi trude con soi thu linh kia déu
nhim mot mit, mé mot mét véi chuyén nay hay sao? Lan nay sao lai...”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac cudi kho: “Lan nay chang phai di dan theo miy ngudi la dén 4? Ching nd
ngiri thdy mui ctia nguoi la day.”

Nhac Duong néi: “Vay phai lam thé nao bay gio? Nhung ma ciing con may, ching né chi c6 nim
con, bon ta x6ng thang t&i 1am thit ca 1l di! Anh Ba Tang, anh thdy thé nao? Anh Ba Tang?”” Nhac
Duong ngoanh mit lai, Ba Tang ngay thuong at s& rat dao lao 1én thi gio lai ¢ ngudi ra nhu bi tring
phai buia phép gi d6, miéng phat ra nhitng 4m thanh khong ai hiéu ndi, hay 1a... anh ta dang run ray dén



ndi khong thé thot nén thanh 16i?

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac va Trac Moc Cudng Ba cung luc kéu 1én: “Chd manh dong!” Cuong Nhat
Phd Bac liéc mét v4i Trac Moc Cuong Ba mot cai, doan bao Nhac Duong: “Tuy chiing chi ¢c6 nam
con, nhung chi cin mdt con trong bon ha miéng ru 18n, tat ca bay soi déu sé bi kinh dong. Pén ltc 4y,
ching ta c6 ai chay thoat noi chir?”” N6i xong, anh ta nhin sang phia Lat ma A La, chi thay vi su gia
cling kh& gat gat dau, dan soi ndy dong qué, dung 13 khé ma chay thoat noi.

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac néi: “C6 diéu, nhin bd dang chiing thé nay, y chirng nhu van con kha ning
thuong luong day.”

Truong Lap lién hoi ngay: “Thuong lugng, thuong luong thé nio chi?”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac guong cudi: “Giao cho Cuong Lap xir 1y di, du sao né ciing tirng ciru mang
MEit trang, 14 s6i ndy van chua c6 gan dung tdi nd dau.” Chi thiy Cuong Lap dung dua cai dau, di
thang 1én phia trude, khi thé va thé hinh ctia con linh ngao 4p ché 1am nam con s6i phai chiin buée.
Lac ndy, mdt con soi gia cut dudi nhay lén trude, ¢ hong gam gir phat ra nhitng 4m thanh thap tram,
tira nhur dang noi: “Khong lién quan dén may, ding sang mot bén di, ching tao s& khong 1am kho may.”

Cuong Lap kh& dap lai hai tiéng, quay dau nhin dam nguoi Trac Moc Cudng Ba, roi lai gat dau
v6i con s6i gia kia, y tr mudn néi: “Tha ching tao di, 1an ndy tao ng may.”

Con s61 hoi lui mdt bude nho, trong mét anh 1én vé hung han, 1ac dau mot cach hét stre kién dinh,
bdn con s6i con lai xép thanh hang ngang sau lung nd hong ting thém phan uy thé. Cuong Lap lai “gir
glr” “odt 0at” trao d6i v4i con soi gia kia mot hoi, nhung du cho Cuong Lap néi gi ching nita, con soi
gia ciing chi lac lic dau. Cuong Lap gdm gir may tiéng tram duc. Con so6i nghiéng dau nghi ngoi, co
hong lai phat ra mot trang nhirng tiéng “ting uc ung uc”, khong hiéu da noi gi. Cuong Lap d6t nhién ndi
gian burng bung, vung chan cho ndé mot cai tat.

Pon nay danh cho con s6i gia kia 1dn 16ng 16¢ dudi dat bén nam vong lién, lac dimg day duoc
cling van dung dua lic lu, dudng nhu da khong nhan dau ra phuong ra huéng nira roi. Nhac Duong
khéng kim dugc budt miéng tan thuong: “Hay 1am, Cuong Lap!” Cuong Lap ngoanh dau lai, nheo
nheo mat nhin, khoe miéng hoi nhéch sang hai bén, d6i v6i Nhac Dwong ma noi, ding bén chit “ny
cudi tuyét my” ma hinh dung bo dang ctia Cuong Lap ltuc nay that khong qua 16 mot chit ndo.

Con s6i gia noi gidn dung dung, tré mdi trén ra vdi Cuong Lap, dé 16 ham rang s6i nhon hoat, c6
hong run 1én phat ra nhitng &m thanh de doa, twa nhu dang n6i: “Purng tudng may cd giao tinh voi dai
ca tao thi ching tao khéng dam dong dén may nhé.” Gam gir xong, nd quay dau lai kéu 1én mot tiéng
v6i 111 861 dang sau, rdi hit mém vé phia Cuong Lap, “Cac anh em, x6ng 1én!” C6 diéu bdn con so6i
déng sau chi khit khit miii, van chua nhac nhich.

Cuong Lap nhay chom t&i nhu hd, tha minh roi xudng bén canh con séi gia 1am séi ta s dén giat

thot ca minh. Bon con s6i kia thdy tinh thé khong 6n, mic du khong mudn day dua véi Cuong Lap,



nhung van kip thoi diéu chinh chién thuit, ndm con s6i tao thanh hinh mét bong mai 16n bao vay
Cuong Lap vao giita. Cuong Nhat Pho Bac n6i: “Xem ra thuong lugng khong thanh cong rdi, chuan bi
chién dau thoi.”

Truong Lap nho giong hoi: “Khong s¢ 11 s61 nay kéu 1én a?”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac noi: “Gid thi mic cha chiing n6 kéu hay khong kéu, cir da ching bay sang
mot bén, chay duoc nhanh chirng ndo thi tt chirng ay!”

Nhac Duong kéu 1én: “Chung ta khong con thoi gian nita roi, anh Ba Tang ¢6 vé khong duoc on
cho 1am.” Chi thiy Ba Tang tuy hai chan ding do ra bat dong nhu moc ré xudng dat, nhung trén tran da
ri ra nhitng giot md hdi to bang hat d4u, hai mat than tho, rd rang 1a dang kinh hai dén cuc diém.

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac ra 1énh: “Cuong Lap, toc chién toc thiang, dirng day dwa nita.”

Chan truéc Cuong Lap vung ra, danh bay mot con s6i, nhin minh x4 t6i dé ngira mot con khac ra,
dudi quat manh, chan sau dap vit mot cai, hat vang con séi thira co danh 1én, than thé nghiéng sang mot
bén lan tron, lai hiic trang con so61 thir tr. Chi con lai con sé1 gia kia, vira théy Cuong Lap nhich dong,
lién cudn minh lan lién tiép miy vong, chay ra mdt quing xa, nd dang dinh chuin bi ngira c6 hu vang,
thi Cuong Lap d lao thang toi, hic dau mot ct, don ludng hoi con séi gia kia vira hit vao xudng bung,
1am n6 khong thé kéu ra thanh tiéng dugc.

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac noi: “Chay mau”. Trac Moc Cuong Ba va doi trudng Ho Duong x6¢ nach
Ba Tang 18n, bay ngudi nhanh chong sai chan bo chay. Lat ma A La hiéu ky dwa mét quan sat do xét
Cuong Lap, dong tac ctia con chd ngao nay rat quen thudc, tra nhu 6ng da nhin thiy & dau roi vay.

Ca bon chay chua dugc mudi budc thi bong xet qua mot tia sang mau tréng, Nhac Duong con
twdng 1a Cuong Lap chay tré vé, nén khong tranh khong né gi, bi hic thang vao ngudi, cam giac nhu bi
ai cam chuy dap cho mot phat, ttirc ngure kho chiu vo cung, phai giat 1ui ba budce lién méi 14y lai duge
hoi thd. Pinh than nhin lai, dau phai 1a Cuwong Lap, thir hic vao anh khong ngo lai 1a mot con s6i 16ng
trang nhd nho. Long con s6i ndy tuy anh 1én sic trang, nhung trong sic trang lai c6 thap thodng sic
vang, nhu thé ¢ trong déng bun ra, cin ban khong thé so sanh vai Cuong Lap dugc, ¢6 diéu dudi 16p
16ng Ay co thé thdy ca co bap cudn cudn, rd rang 1a manh mé hon han cac dong loai.

“Mat trang!” Cuong Nhat Pho Bac lanh cig ngudi, sau lung Mt tring con mudi con soi nita,
con nao con nay déu mat 16 hung quang. Cuong Lap tir phia xa chom t6i, dirg chan trudc mait moi
nguoi, thiy dau linh di t6i, nim con s6i bi danh ngi ciing lao nhao dimg day, miéng “gir gir gir gir” kéu
oan uong,

Nhac Duong thip giong noi: “Chd nay, trong mét con s6i kia c¢6 tring 1am dau.”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac gan giong: “Cuong Lap nha toi c6 10ng t6t ctru mang nd, cai d6 1ong lang da
sO1 nay, sau khi dau nhap vao dan so6i thir ba, viéc trude tién n6 1am 1a dan 1ii so6i dén trém clru nha toi,

khong goi nd 1 s6i mat trang(1) thi con goi 12 cai gi ch?”



Mit tréng kh& nhe nanh, 4nh mét khéa chit vao bon Trac Méoc Cuong Ba, mudi sau con so1 doi
dién v6i sau nguoi bon Trac Moc Cudng Ba, hinh thanh nén mot vong vay khép kin. Y do ciia chung
hét strc rd rang, dam ngudi ndy, ding hong thoat du chi mot tén.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba thap giong thi thio: “Xem ra khong tranh duoc roi, moi ngudi can than, 1i
s6i ndy coi trong su phdi hop trong chién thuat day.”

Nhac Duong noi: “S¢ cai gi chir, ching ta c6 Cuong Lap co ma.”

Bdng thay Cuong Lap voi vang chay dén bén canh Trac Moc Cudng Ba, co dau vao dui gi miy
cai.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba dang chua hiéu sao, lai thdy Cuong Lap hudng vé phia con Mt trang kia sta
lién miy tiéng thi uy.

Anh mit con Mat trang nhin Trac Moc Cudng Ba 14p tirc thay doi, von chi 13 4nh mat cta ké chap
hanh nhiém vu, chi trong thoat c4i da bién thanh sat khi dang dang. Nhac Duong néi voi Truong Lap:
“Hong bét, Cudng Ba thiéu gia gip nan roi, xem ra anh ay da bi con Mat tring kia xép vao hang tinh
dich mat r6i.”

Truong Lap hoi: “Sao cau biét.”

Nhac Duong néi: “Chuyén nay con phai néi nita hay sao, anh khong nghe thay vira ndy Cuong Lap
noi gi voi con Mat trang kia 4? S6i con, nhin rd chua, ddy mdi 1a hoang tir bach ma cua tao, miy van
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con non 1am!” Nhac Duong bop ¢6 hong lam ra vé udn éo.

Truong Lap cudi hich hich néi: “Cau hiéu ca tiéng ché tir lac nao thé?”

Nhac Duong liéc nhin Cuong Lap, vira hay trong thay Cuong Lap dudng nhu dang cam kich nhin
minh, anh chang giat thot, voi vang lam ra vé khiém ton noi: “Dung tim lang nghe, dung tAm lang
nghe...”

Truong Lip van dang cudi, nhung 1ii s6i khéng cho ho co hdi dua cot nita. Mat tring ngira mit [én
trdi ha vang, lao bo vé phia Trac Moc Cuong Ba. Bay s6i hoang toan hanh dong theo ¥ chi ctia con
dau linh, ca dam cuing nhat loat guong chan x6ng 1én, muc tiéu chi yéu ctia ching, tu nhién ciing chinh

1a Trac Moc Cudng Ba chir chang phai ai khac.

1. Nguoi Trung Qudc thudng ding cum tir “soi mat tring — bach nhin lang” dé chi ké vong an phu nghia, tim dia tham doc.

Lang tiéu

Trac Moc Cudng Ba tir nhd di 16n 1én voi bay soi, ban than gi cling khong hiéu tai vi sao, dudng
nhu gi va 1{i s6i ¢c6 mot luc twong tac troi sinh, bai thé, ddy méi 1a 1an dau tién ga bi 1ii s6i vay cong.
Vo6 s6 miéng s6i 1dm chdm riang nhon hoat, pha ra hoi thd nong birng birng loang loang trudc mat, cai

mitii den ngdom, 16ng tua tia moc bén mép, &nh mat hung 4c... tat cad ro mon mot, thuc khién nguoi ta cd



cam giac nhu thé dia nguc ciing chi ¢6 thé ma thoi.

Lii s6i phan cong hét sirc rd rang, dau tién dé hai con s6i cudng trang cam chan Cuong Lap, nhung
cling khong 14y ctng choi ctrng ma chi khong ngirng lwgn 1o bén canh nd, ba con so6i d6i phé Lat ma A
La, hai con khac d6i pho v&1 Cuong Nhat Phd Bac, hai con ddi pho Truong Lap; Nhac Duong va déi
truong H6 Duong thi mbi ngudi bi mot con s6i kiém ché. Con Ba Tang ltc ndy than tho do dan, sém
d3 khong con stre chién d4u, chiing ching budn dé tam, 1i s6i con lai tat ca déu nham Trac Moc Cudng
Ba x0ng t4i.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba chi biét kéu kho trong 1ong, ga hiéu rat rd, 18 séi c6 thoi quen tin cong vat
san tir bon phuong tim hudng, gior trong ddm s6i ¢ phia trude mit gi day lai dot nhién c6 hai con
vong ra phia sau, tinh hinh c6 thé néi 13 cuc ky bat 1gi. Qua nhién chi loang sau, 1ii s6i phia trudc ctr
chay qua chay lai, gudm gudm mit nhin, phia sau dot nhién co tiéng gi6 ap t6i, Trac Moc Cudng Ba
vO1 run nguoi né tranh, con s61 & mé bén lai nhao to1, vubt sic rang nhon khong hé luu tinh mot chit
nao. Chi méy lugt nhu thé, “soat” mot tiéng, y phuc cta ga da bi cao rdch mdt vét, sgi bong 10 ra
ngoai, trong nhu thé bi moc 10i rudt ra vay, bon Nhac Duong muédn clru vién nhung déu luc bat tong
tam. Co6 diéu con may, Lat ma A La da 6n dinh dugc thé tran, con Cuong Nhat Phd Bac mot minh di
phé hai con séi ciing du strc. Nhung niém vui ngan chang tiy gang, con Mat trang kia bo téi may phat
déu bj Trac Méc Cuong Ba tranh dugc mot cach hiém hoc, lién gém gir mot tiéng, chién thuat cua 1d
s6i 1ap tirc thay doi.

Chién thuat sau khi thay d6i hét strc ky quai, hoan toan khong giéng voi bat ctr phuong thirc sin
bat tac chién nio Trac Moc Cudng Ba ting trong thdy, bon chiing xong thang vao gitra, tach ddm nguoi
bon Trac Moc Cuong Ba thanh hai nhém, bﬁy so1 ty lai ¢ gitra, hinh thanh nhitng vong tron nho giao
nhau. Khi ba con s6i d6i pho Lat ma A La gip nguy, 1ap tirc c6 con s6i dang d6i pho v6i Cuong Nhat
Phd Bac bén canh chi vién, khi Cuong Nhat Phd Bac chun bi tang vién cho Lat ma A La, bon s6i lai
quay dau tap trung tin céng anh ta, cir nhu thé, cuc dién tyra nhu da chuyén thanh mdi ngudi déu phai
truc tiép doi mit véi ca mot dan soi. Mat trang khong ngimg di chuyén gitta chién trudng, khong nging
gAm gao, chi thdy vi tri ctia 1 soi tiép tuc bién d6i, gidng nhu mot 18 khai mac trong thé da duoc dién
tap nhiéu ngdy, khién ngudi ta nhin ma dau vang mat hoa. Truong Lap vira nhim duoc mot khe ho,
chuan bi tung cudc d4 con s6i bén trai minh, dot nhién trudc mat bdng trong khéng, con s6i kia da roi
khoi vi tri, hai bén trai phai phia sau lai cung lac c6 so1 nhao to1. Truong Lap khong kip né tranh,
danh vung dao gdm 1én maa vi vii, chi mong tu bao vé dugc minh. Con séi bd vao sau lung Truong
Lap, khong hé ha miéng ra dop ma nguoc lai léy luon than thé anh chang lam diém muon luc, dap
manh 1én lung anh, tirc tbc chuyén hudng,lao bo vé phia Nhac Duong & bén canh.

Hét nhu Cuong Lap lac dap 18n canh tay Cuong Nhat Pho Bac vay, rd rang 1a con ché di hoc
duoc ki xao ndy tir bay soi. Truong Lap va Nhac Duong von chi gin nhau trong gang tic, ma Nhac



Duong thi dau phai Lat ma A La, bién cd v cling bat ngo nhu thé, anh chang 1am sao ma tranh cho
duoc? Voi vang cudng cudng dua tay 18n bao vé mit, vudt soi xé toang ca mdt mang tay 4o, cuing lic
ay con soi thir hai ciing da bat 1én nhe miéng ra ddp, chi so 1an ndy cach tay Nhac Duong kho ma giir
noi, ké d6 1a s& gip phai canh ngd nhu con bo duc dau dan kia, bi 1i s6i dé 1én ngudi. ..

Nhac Duong dang tham kéu 1én “thdi xong doi roi!” thi chot thiy anh lam 16e 1én, thi ra Cuong
Lap da tir trén khong lao t6i dé con so6i 4y xudng. Nhac Dwong dua mit nhin lai, chi thiy bay sé6i dang
léy than thé moi nguoi lam diém muon luc, vira chay vira nhdy, ctr bay vu vu qua lai truéc mét, ngoai
Lat ma A La 1a chiing khong thé lai gan ra, nhitng ngudi khac déu tr¢ thanh ban dap cua ching ca.
Ngudi ndo ngudi ndy trong déu cé vé nhéch nhac ta toi, duy chi c6 Cuong Lap 14 ngdi rinh mot bén
nhu thé méo dang vd buom budm, ngim ki co hdi 14 x0 t6i ludn, trén khong trung 14p tirc c6 mdt con
s6i bi hat vang xudng. Bon s6i kia duong nhur ¢6 vé ¢d ¥ né tranh Cuong Lap ra, con ndo bi hiic ngi
thi 1ién 1an tron ra xa, roi lai nhim dén nhitng ngudi khac. Néu khong phai vira ndy c6 Cuong Lap
nhao t6i... Nhac Duong cang nghi cang thay lanh ca nguoi.

C6 diéu khong con thoi gian dé bay to su cam kich voi Cuong Lap nita, bén canh lai ¢6 con soi
khac bd t6i, Nhac Duong bat 1én phan cong, lai tiép tuc gia nhap vong chién. Lac nay Trac Moc
Cudng Ba ciing lién tiép gap nguy hiém, quan 4o trén nguoi rach buom nhu cai vay ciia vii cong
Hawaii. D6i v6i chién thuat quai di mdt con xOng td1 cao mot phat roi chay, ngay sau do lai c6 con
khac chom 1én nay, tir dau dén gid g van chua ndm bat dugce diém ndo so hd ca. Mau chét & chd tde
d6 cua 1ii s6i nay qua thuc qua nhanh, dau cho c6 so hd ching nita thi ciing nhanh chéng dugc dong tac
tiép theo bu 1ap vao roi. Hon nira trén trién doc nay toan 1 da cudi tron bam kin dia y va réu, rd rang
13 ¢6 co hoi danh tra day, nhung lai khi thi bi trugt chan, khi thi budc 16ch ma bé mét thoi co quy bau.
Trén ddc ndi ndy, c6 thé noi 1a bay soéi dd chiém hét ca thién thoi 14n dia 1oi r6i.

M3bi khi ¢ con s6i ndo roi xubng gan chd Ba Tang, Lat ma A La lai kéo giat anh ta ra, lién tiép
may 1an nhu vay, 1ii s6i lién nhan thiy ngay ca ngudi khong c6 ning luc chién dau nhu Ba Tang thi dam
ngudi ndy ciing ra tay ctru vién, ching tirc khic thay d6i sach lugc tin cong, 1ap tirc c6 hai ba con s6i
rat khoi chién trudng chi dao, chuyén mén tan cong Ba Tang. Ba Tang cir lién tiép ui budc, Lat ma A
La vira phai bao vé cho Ba Tang, lai phai dbi phé voi bay soi, lién roi ngay vao thé bi dong. Tir do,
tran thé cta bon Trac Moc Cuong Ba cling tré nén r6i loan, déng tho1 ca dan séi1 16n déng xa lai cling
dang chay vé phia nay, khoang cach vai cay s6 dbi véi lii s6i chang qua cling chi ton c6 miy phit ma
thoi. Nhac Duong cam giac dan soi tran qua doc nui day da cudi phat ra nhitng 4m thanh lao xao, dong
thoi nhin thiy nhitng ct lao bo cang luc cang cubng quyt cia Cuwong Lap, anh chang nhin ra dai quan
ctia d6i phuong dang btrc bach téi mdi lac mot gan hon.

Con dao gim trong tay d6i trudng H6 Duong ving mat mot chiéc, Nhac Duong thi phanh nguc 16
ca canh tay ra, trong nhu mot vi lat ma, con Lat ma A La thi khép minh dinh bét réu xanh, riéng Ba



Tang dugc vi su gia bao v¢, lai thanh ra khong bi thuong tich gi.

Chot nghe “binh” mot tiéng, co thé Cuong Nhat Phd Bac va Trac Moc Cuong Ba va vao nhau.
Cuong Nhat Pho Bac gidm phai mot hon da dam ra mat thing bang, Trac Mdc Cuong Ba voi gio tay
do, Cuong Nhat Phd Bac chup vao qu?m a0 ga, lién nghe “xoet” mot tiéng nita, bd y phuc von da rach
tua lai bi xé toac mdt mang 16n. Tuy mic may 16p 4o lién, nhung lac ndy Trac Moc Cuong Ba da 16 ca
da thit ra ngoai, chiéc bao nhé dau trong 1an 4o cudi clng sat ngudi ciing 16 ra theo.

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac vira mdi dtng virng da lai thdy co hai con s6i bo thang t6i trude mat, Cuong
Nhat Pho Bac va Trac Moc Cudng Ba tam ¥ tuong thong, lién cuing van strc day manh dbi phuong mot
phat, hai ngudi tich ra hai bén tranh. Pung luc ay, vudt s6i da vo téi chop vao trude ngue Trac Moc
Cuong Ba, chiéc tii nho 1ién bi giat ra ngoai. Bén trong thi toan 1a dd quy gia, g voi vuon tay giat
lai, chiéc tai 16n nguoc, mon dd dung bén trong lién roi Xuéng.

Cuong Nhat Phd Bac tinh mit, d6t nhién méc ké ca con s6i & gitra ngan tr&, xoay ngudi b6 nhao
td1, trude khi mon do kia kip cham dat d3 vung tay ndm 14y, hoa ra 1a chiéc sdo xwong! Anh ta nim
chit chiéc séo trong tay, chi kip liéc nhin qua mot cai, “Qua nhién! Tht nay 1a...” chwa kip nghi tiép,
anh ta d4 phai lan sang mot bén né don tan cong ciia 1 soi, r6i dwa mét nhin tinh thé xung quanh. “Hét
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cach roi, danh phai liéu danh cuge mot phen thoi!” Cuong Nhat Pho Bac ha quyét tam, dua chiéc sao
xuong lén mi¢ng, van hét strc luc toan than thdi manh mét ci. ..

“U... huyt...” Ngay sau khi Cuong Nhat Phd Bac van hét sirc thoi manh, 4m thanh phat ra tir ciy
sdo xwong mGi dau thap roi cao dan, tir thip tram thé luong bién thanh cao vat chéi tai, moi ngudi déu
U hét c4 tai, chi thdy bén phuong tim hudng déu bi thir Am thanh lanh lanh Ay bao vay.

Tinh hinh Cuong Nhat Pho Bac du doan khong xudt hién, 111 s6i bén canh chi hoi strng lai mot
chat, rdi lai lao t6i lién, con bon Trac Mdc Cuong Ba thi b1 hanh vi quai di cua anh ta lam cho giat
thot minh. Trong tinh thé giang co nhu thé nay, ai phan tmg nhanh hon, ké ay sé& chiém thuong phong,
chi mot khoanh khac ling chirng ay thoi, Nhac Duong di bi dé ngi ngira xudng, ca doi truong Ho
Duong ciing clng chung s6 phan, nhitng dau ludi d6 1om tanh twdi, hdm ring nanh trang on n nham
théng tGi ¢ hong ho. Cuong Nhat Phd Bac nan long thAm nha: “Hét roi...”

Song am truyén di xa that xa, phang phat nhu cong hudng véi nii tuyét, dwa Am thanh vuot doc
ndi, tran qua dau bén kia trién doc. Pa cudi trén déc “lach cach” 1dn xudng, gié bén bé xung quanh
bdng tré nén cudng loan, 1ii bo Yak kia ciing nghe thay, ca dan run 1én cAm cap, 1ii ctru nghe thay, lién
co gid cong dudi bo chay theo hudng nguoc lai, ca dan soéi cling nghe thay, dai da s6 khong phan tmg
gi, nhung c6 vai con dung tai 1én chim cha ling nghe.

Nhitng 4m thanh dudng nhu rat ddi quen, khién miy con s6i 16 loi dot nhién nghén dau cao vuot
1én giira bay dan, hudng ca vé phia phat ra 4m thanh. Dén lic d6, khong ngo nhirng con séi khac déu

13ing 1& phuc ca xudng dé cho miy con s6i kia 1an luot nhay 18n nhitng gd doc nho bén canh. Ching di



tGi dau, 14 s6i 1ién dat ra tGi déy, chi dau sat dat. Pbi dién voi méy con sO1 nay, ca dan soi to ra hét
strc nhiin nhudng, ma ching ciing chi ¢6 thé nhin nhuong ma thoéi! “Huyt... ... ... huyt...” Miy con
s6i hudng vé phia 4m thanh phat ra, hoi dap lai mot trang, tiéng s6i tru Am vang ma manh mé 4y khong
gidng nhu tiéng gam gir gian dir hong uy hiép ké dich, d6 chi 1a mot thir hdi (mg, giong nhu tiéng hoi
{rng manh mé& ctia nhitng chién binh dimg duéi 14 chién ky ha 10i thé trudc khi xuat chinh vay. Nghe
may con so6i dung hét stre luc dé hdi dap lai Am thanh kia, dan s6i phu phuc bén duéi ciing 1an luot
ngang dau 1én, ht vang 1én hoa theo, khip ving nii non hoang vang doi 18n vang vang tiéng soi tru
g30, s0 v&i tiéng ha 1ac bon soi chién thang dan bo Yak thi chi ¢ hon chr tuyét d6i khong kém. Tiéng
tru khong phai ltc tram lac bong, ma nhu mot doan hop xudng hat diéu vinh than, mdi mot tiéng déu
trong vét lanh lanh, dot nay chua dut, dot sau da lai vang l1én. ..

Am thanh Véng tGi chién trudong cua bon Trac Mdc Cuong Ba, trude sau chua dén muoi phut, 1
s6i dang vay cong ho dot nhién nging lai, ca thoi gian 13n khong gian tya nhu déu dung lai trong
khoanh khic 4y. Con séi dé trén ngudi doi trudng H6 Duong da gio vudt chan trude toi mat anh, vudt
nhon chi con cach trong mét chua dén hai centimet, bdng ctr dirng sitng ra nhu vay; con s6i bén canh
Nhac Duong thi d ngoac cai miéng to nhu chiu mau nham t&i c6 hong anh chang, rang s6i da an 16m
vao 10p da r6i, ca cai miéng ngodc ra ciing sitng lai trong khoanh khic dé; trén ngudi Trac Moc
Cudng Ba deo tong cong bon con s6i, ching cin vao vit 40, gau quan gi, dang chuan bi kéo d6 gi dan
ong cao 1on dang chao dao chuc ngi 4y xubng, dot nhién ciing dirng lai hét; con s6i sau lung Cuong
Nhat Pho Bac d nhic chan trude 18n, vudt sic hudng vao gy nguoi thoi sao, roi cling ding. ..

Khoanh khic éy, tho1 gian tya nhu tréi di vo cung cham chap, doi trudng Hb Duong tron tron mit,
tham chi khong dam chép; Nhac Duong nin thd, cam thay nudc bot trong mom con s6i nhéu xudng co
hong minh, trudc tién 1 ndng bong, rdi nhanh chong trd nén lanh bang. ..

Khong biét da bao nhiéu 1au trdéi qua, Mat tring danh hét strc khong cam long ma khé gam gir mot
tiéng, vudt s6i déu thu ve, miéng so61 cling tir ttr nha ra. Tung con soi1 lui xa dan dam nguoi, tu tap lai
roi rit vé phia bén kia déc nai, chi mot loang sau di khong thay bong dang chiing dau nira, chi con lai
nhirng tiéng ri gdm gio theo gid vang vé.

Tua nhu vira trai qua 4c mong, Nhac Duong dot nhién cam théy toan than hyut hing hu thoat, strc
luc con lai chi du dé thd doc. Cuong Lap budc t6i, 1iém manh may cai 1én mit anh chang, nhu khen
ngoi anh di diing minh chién dau, két qua 13 khién Nhac Duong ta sg dén suyt chit nita 1a bat day bo
chay.

Trac Mdc Cuong Ba nhin chdm cham vao Cuong Nhat Phd Bac, nhin chim chdm vao cay sao
xuong trong tay anh ta, vo cling kinh ngac, 1ap bap hoi: “Cai nay, rot cudc 1a...” Cuong Nhat Pho Bac
dang ngoi bét dudi dat, mit mii tai nhot, mot tay chong xudng dat d& co thé, mdt tay vung vay cay sdo

bang xuong: “Cau c6 biét day 1a cai gi khong?”



Trac Mgc Cuong Ba noéi: “Sao xuwong, phap khi cua Mat giao...”

Khoe miéng Cuong Nhat Phd Bac nhéch 1én, né mot nu cudi con khé coi hon 1a khoc: “Cau da
thay sao xuong ctia Tang gido bao gio chwa? May cai d6 déu la thanh pham, phai dat vang, kham thém
mau bac, con cai ndy cua cau thi rd 14 mot 6ng sdo bang xuwong, khong co bat cir trang sirc gi ca.
Ngudi ndo khong biét thi kho ma thdi duoc cho phat tiéng kéu.”

Poi trudong HO Duong ciing lai gin xem xét cdy sdo xuong, tram ngdm van vé bo rau, doan noi:
“Um, dtng 12 khong gidng that.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba noi: “Vay thi day la...”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac ging guong bo day, toan than hé cir dong 14 lai dau dén. Anh ta khé kéu 1én
mot tiéng, tap ténh ndi: “Gid 1 s6i da rat roi, nhan lac chiung con chua d6i ¥, chiing ta mau di trude
da, vura di vira no61.”

Nhac Duong va Truong Lap cung d& nhau ding day, Lat ma A La budc dén d& doi trudng Ho
Duong, r6i ca hai cting qua x6c nach Ba Tang, Cwong Lap ngdm theo cai tii ctia Cuong Nhat Pho Bac,
roi ca bon cuing xuéng nui. C6 diéu Nhac Duong lai thiy Cuong Lap ¢t tung ting, nim ba budc lai
dung dua than minh mdt 1an, cin ban chiang hé giéng nhu vira thoat ra khoi chién trudong sinh tir, ¢6 vé
dang hung phan 1am, that chang thé hiéu ndi con chd nay nghi thé nao nita.

“Cai nay, nhitng dan du muc 16n tudi goi nd 1a “tiéng goi ctia s6i thong 1ink’”. Cuong Nhat Pho
Bac dua tra chiéc sao xuong vao tay Trac Moc Cuong Ba, “No6i don gian, c6 thé goi nd 1a mot cai
lang tiéu.” Pung luc d6, & lung chirng nai d6t nhién lai vang 1én mot loat tiéng kéu ra ky di, twa nhu
dap lai tiéng ht van con chua tan hét cua bay soi, chi c6 diéu hudng 4m thanh Ay vang toi lai... Moi
ngudi cling kinh ngac ngoanh mit vé ving dat bi swong mu che phil ¢ sau trong ndi tuyét.

Riéng Cuong Nhat Pho Bac chi nghiéng tai 1ing nghe gidy lat, doan noi: “Khéng phai lo, 1a da dé
day. Bon chiing dang dap lai 1t s6i thoi, 1au 1am roi t6i khong nghe thay tiéng da dé kéu day.”

“Da d¢é 1a céi gi nira?” Nhac Duong vira nghe thay c6 su vat ly ky, quén hét ca dau don, héi ludn.

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac noi: “Um, da dé chinh 1a yéu tinh tuyét day, nhung mot lac khé ma noi cho
rd duge, trudce tién ct néi chuyén lang tiéu da. O Tay Tang thoi ¢ c6 rat nhidu chirc nghiép dic thu,
c6 nhitng nghé hét strc than bi, chang han nhu ho phong hoan vii hay cho linh hén roi xac vay, ngudi ta
goi bon ho bang tén chung 12 Mat k¥ su, khong biét moi ngudi ¢ day da nghe qua hay chua vay.”

Trac Mgc Cuong Ba gat dau. Cuong Nhat Pho Bac lai néi: “Vay thi dé giai thich roi. Thé moi
ngudi c6 biét thao tha su 1a gi khong?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba liéc nhin chiéc sao bang xuong trong tay minh ndi: “L& ndao day chinh 1 thir
thao thu su dung dé...”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac ngit 101 gi: “Dung thé, day chinh 1a cong cu thao thu su dung dé giao tiép

vo1 bay so1. Tuong truyen, néu bi soi tan cong ma thoi thir nay, chiing s€ rat di; con néu bi cac loai



manh tha khac tan cong ma thdi nd, bay soi s& dén giup d5. Co6 diéu, pham vi st dung ctia n6 chi gidi
han trén cao nguyén Tay Tang, hon nita cho du 12 soi trén cao nguyén, khong phai dan no ciing c6 thé
nghe va hiéu duoc, vira ndly ching qua toi ciing danh liéu mot phen trong ltic khong con hy vong ndo
khac day thoi.”

Truong Lap xen miéng vao nodi: “Am thanh ay nghe chang gidng tiéng séi tru gi ca.”

Lic ndy, Cuong Lap dat cai thi ngdm trong miéng xudng, ngang dau 1én, “U... huyt...” 4m thanh
né phat ra, khéng ngd lai ¢6 dén tim phan gidng véi tiéng sdo xuong,

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac néi: “Pi nghe thiy chua, tiéng goi ctia s6i théng linh, khong phai 1a dé chi
sOi, ma la...”

“Chién ngao!” Trac Mdc Cuong Ba kinh hai thot 1én. Ga di nhd ra, Lat ma A La timg néi v6i bon
g, s6i thong linh chinh 1a mot tén goi khac ctia chién ngao.

Nhac Duong ciing hét strc nhay bén: “Vay thi chiéc sio xwong ndy chang phai c¢6 lién quan t6i
Pao quan Anh sang hay sao?”

Cuong Nhat Phd Bac cudi cudi noi: “Béan than thao thi su chinh 13 mot loai Mat k¥ su ra doi
trong Pao quin Anh sang. Cai lang tiéu nay von 13 san pham thu cong truyén théng ctia bo toc Qua Ba,
vé sau ndy mdi theo thao tha su luu truyén dén dan gian. Hoi nho, trong nha t6i cling c6 mot cai nhu
thé nay.”

Ca doan ngudi tro lai thon lang. Khi xuat phat ngudi nio ngudi ndy gidng y nhu van dong vién leo
ndi, lac tré vé thi tréng chang khac gi 1di 4n may 1a bao. M Béo dimg & dau lang don ho khong ngd
con chang thé nhan ra ndi. Con lii ché trong lang thi hudng vé phia ho ma sta nhing xi 1én. Co diéu tu
bon ho lai khong hé théy mAt mit chat ndo, dic biét 1a hai anh chang Truong Lap va Nhac Duong, di¢u
bd budc di hét sirc hung diing oai vé. P6i véi bon ho, 13 nhitng ké ddi mit véi miy tram con s6i ma
van an toan thoat than chang khic gi vira danh thing mot tran 16n, phai goi 13 cac vi anh hing dang ca
khuc khai hoan mé1 phai.

Khi M3 Bao dua ca dam tré vé nha minh, Pudng Man vira trong thiy Trac Moc Cudng Ba, cip
mit d3 do lyng 1én: “Anh Cuong Ba, anh...” ndi t6i ddy, nudc mit ctr thé 1a chi tuén. Trac Moc
Cuong Ba 6m c6 vao long, thi thAm an ui: “On roi, khong c6 chuyén gi dau, bon anh déu khong sao ca,
moi ngudi déu binh yén tré vé roi nay!”

Giao su Phuong Tan trong thdy ca bon ciing giat minh kinh ngac, khong phai noéi chi di thim do dia
hinh théi hay sao? Sao lai thanh ra nong ndi nay? Nhac Duong, Truong Lap thi thoi khong phai néi,
nhung sao dén ca Lat ma A La xwa nay khong nhudm bui trin ma ciing. ..

“Anh co biét khong, anh... anh 1am em, s¢ chét di dugc! Tai sao lai tat déng ho nguyén tur di...
Tai sao 1au nhu vay van khong tré lai... Em, hu hu hu...” Pudng Man rac vao 1ong Trac Moc Cudng

Ba nirc nd, dang khoc 16¢ bdng nghe d6i truong H6 Duong sau lung quat 1én nhu sam: “Nay, ¢ nhoc,



khoc cai gi ma khoc! Ba Tang khong 6n roi, mau ra gitip mot tay di!”

Chi thdy sic mit Ba Tang xanh mét, rang nghién chit, mép di sui bot tring x6a. Lit Canh Nam rao
chan budc ra, u oan trirng mét nhin Trac Mc Cudng Ba mot cai rdi ciing ching ndi gi nhiéu, chi bao
bon Nhac Duong, Truong Lap: “Nhanh 1én, tim thir gi day cho anh ta can, xoay nghiéng ngudi anh ta
ra! Can thin mét chut!”

Pudng Man léy vat 4o rach cua Trac Moc Cuong Ba lau kho nuéc mét, that thit noi: “Em, em di
xem sao, anh mau di thay quan 4o di!”

Sau khi sap xép 6n thoa cho Ba Tang, thay quan 40 m&i, moi ngudi lai ban ron mot hoi. Trac Moc
Cuong Ba von dinh gitr Cuong Nhat Pho Bac ¢ lai, ga con rat nhiéu chuyén mudn nodi voi anh ta,
nhung Cuong Nhat Phd Bac cuong quyét doi ra vé, dong thoi bao bon ho trong hai ba ngiy t6i tuyét
khong c6 cach gi 1én nai duge, sau d6 chi noi chuyén véi giao su Phuong Tan mot 14t rdi di ngay.
Trac Moc Cuong Ba 6m ¢ Cuong Lap, ra ri no1 chuyén vai né mét lac 1au, sau khi hira ga nhét dinh
s€ tr¢ lai thim no, Cuong Lap md1 ham huc bo di. Lac chuin bi ve, Cuong Lap con tron mét 1én nhin
Pudng Man mot lac 1au, sau d6 lai nhin chdm cham vao Lt Canh Nam, nhu thé d3 nhin ra diéu gi do,
cudi cung lai nghén nhin Trac Moc Cudng Ba dam dam khién gi cam thay hét strc khong tu nhién. ..



Than thé cua Cuong Lap

Dog1i cho tinh hinh cua Ba Tang on dinh, Lt Canh Nam mé1 di ra. Truong Lap voi hoi: “Anh Ba
Tang thé nao rdi? Sao dot nhién lai... thanh ra nhu thé chi?”

Lit Canh Nam n6i: “Khi dai ndo ra 1énh ma than thé tir chbi chap hanh, than kinh dai ndo s& bi ton
thuong gidng nhu mot ngudi khong da sire ma cir ning nic doi mang vac mot vat gi rat ning roi co bap
bi t6n thuong vay. Biéu hién 1a than kinh dai ndo s& phong dién, y hoc goi 14 dong kinh, con trong dan
gian van goi 1a chimg phong sirng dé. C6 diéu moi ngudi c6 thé yén tAm, tinh trang ctia anh Ba Tang
khong t¢ nhu chung ta tudng tuong dau, chi 1a dot nhién nhan mot kich thich ma anh ta khong thé chép
nhan, phan rng dau tién cua dai ndo 13 s& ngét mach, 1an ra hén mé dé tu bao vé, nhung lac do6 ro rang
13 anh ta khong bi hén mé, khi vé dén lang than kinh b6t phan cing thang than thé méi phan tng véi sy
kich thich kia. C6 thé anh ta s& hoan toan khong nhé gi vé nhitng viéc xay ra 1an ndy, moi ngudi ciing
khong ai dugc nhic dén trudc mit anh ta déy nhé, biét chua?”

Cd ngoanh dau lai nhin, nhom ctia Trac Moc Cuong Ba dang ngdi dbi dién véi may ngudi trong
nhom gido su Phuong Tan. Nhac Duong 1am bo 1am tich, xan dng tay 40, mom nim miéng mudi ké
cho gido su Phuong Tan cau chuyén anh hing cta bon ho. Lit Canh Nam budc dén néi véi Nhac
Duong: “May chuyén nham dé sau roi noi, ching ta hiy sap xép lai nhiing thong tin thu thip duoc
trong ngay trude da!”

Moi ngudi ngdi quay lai, sip xép mot luot cac thong tin vé niii tuyét ma tirng nhom thu thap dugc.

Nui ¢ day khong cao 1am, so v&i dd cao binh quan ctia nhitng ngon nai ving trung bo diy
Himalaya thi thap hon nhiéu, nhung mirc d6 nguy hiém lai 14 16n nhét trong ca day Himalaya nay.
Chang han nhu tuyét 16, bang 16, da 1in, bio tuyét, tat ca déu chi ¢ thé coi nhu nhitng mbi nguy binh
thuong dé thdy, con mdi nguy 16n nhat phai ké dén gi6 thdc trén dinh nii. Noi ¢y ndm ¢ dai giao nhau
gitta cac dot gid mua, gié am tir An PO Duong thoi vao gip phai ving 14 chan manh nhat cta ca day
Himalaya, mach nai khu vure ndy lai hoi cong vao bén trong, vy nén cudng phong thoi téi lién hinh
thanh 16¢ xo04y, d6 chinh 1a gi6 thoc trir danh cua ving nii ndy. Gié manh mang theo bong tuyét quat
vao nguoi that chang khac gi dung dao bing cat thit. Tdc d6 gié ¢ day thay doi theo thoi gian, nén néu
xuat phat tir sang sém tinh mo thi ltc 1én dén dinh nai s& gip duoc gid phan ndo nhe hon, con néu xuat
phat sau gid trua, khi 1én dén dinh, gio6 to noi 1én thi ca dan bo Yak ciing c6 thé bi thoi bay chir chang
noi gi dén con ngudi.

Mbi nguy ki di nhat phai ké dén mu tuyét. Vi c6 gi6 thdc, tuyét trén nii bi thdi cho bay mu mit
khap troi, canh twong khong khac bao cat 1a miy. O trong nti khi d6, hai ngudi ding dbi mit nhau chi



cach c6 ba budc ciing di khong thiy bong ngudi roi. Trong man bui tuyét Ay, bén tai chi nghe thay
tiéng gi6 thdi v vi, du co da lan xudng ngay trude mit ciing khong thé nao biét duoc. Nguoi ban dia
go thir mu tuyét 4y 12 mé hon vy, ngudi lac vao bén trong d6 roi thi du co xoay x& cach ndo ciing
khong thé tim duoc dudng di chinh xac, c6 khi di vong quanh ca trai nai roi ma khong hé hay biét, cho
dén khi strc cung luc kiét s& dong cing lai thanh nhirng birc twong ngudi, ai may man thi con gilt duoc
toan thiy, khong may thi bi 1{i yéu tinh tuyét kéo vé an thit.

Pang s nhat 13 1t yéu tinh tuyét chua ai trong thdy bao gid, chang ai noi dugc rot cude nd 1a cai
thir gi, tom lai chi nghe d6n chung cao 16n kinh di, strc khoe vo cuing c6 thé xé ngudi séng ra 1am hai
manh. Mdi khi ¢6 mu tuyét, nhin thay trong d6 c6 cai bong cao chirng bén nim mét, nguoi ta ¢t ngd 1a
tang da 10n, nhung c6 thé chinh 13 yéu tinh tuyét cling nén. Vé sau c6 ca doan khao sat khoa hoc dén
day, doan rang d6 chinh 1a nguoi tuyét, nhung thoi tiét luc d6 hoi xau, cac chuyén gia tra trong lang
subt nira ndm khong dam vao nui, vay nén ciing chura tin mat trong thay 1 yéu tinh tuyét bao gio.

Méi nguy giau kin nhat 1a nhirng khe rinh bang an dudi tuyét, co chd sau dén ca trim mét, bén trén
chi c6 mdt ting bang mong, phia dudi 1 dit dong cimg con ran chic hon ca sat thép, khong may gidm
hut xudng thi dirng noéi 1a thwong tat co thé ctru chita, ngi khong thdi ciing du chét mot tram 1an roi.

Tat nhién, 6 déu chi 1a nhitng mbi nguy ma bao doi nay dan lang truyén lai, c6 thé ké ra dugc,
ngoai ra nghe ndi van con c6 vo s nhitng nguy hiém khic ma ngudi gip phai cam chic chét, nhitng thir
4y moi dang so tot ciing, con nguy hiém hon ca nguy hiém nira. Tuy nhién, nhitng nguy hiém & ving dat
Tt vong Tay phong d&i nay khong di khién cac thanh vién trong ddi e sg, diéu khién than kinh ho that
su cang théng 13, theo céc tu 1iéu chinh thic, cho dén nay van chua cé ai leo 1én duoc dén dinh ngon
nai khong cao 1am nay tir phia Trung Qudc ca. Con vé gi6 thde, moi nguoi déu cho rang kha ning
twong dbi cao 13 dan lang phong dai 18n; gip phai gié thdc dang sg nhur vay ma con c6 ngudi séng sot
trd vé duoe u? Lam sao ma ho biét tuong tan, noi nghe can k€ rd rang nhu thé? Con vé mu tuyét thi
d6i truong H6 Duong ting 6 trai nghiém sau sic roi. Tuyét dong dudi dat bi cudng phong thoi tung
1én, tuy theo lugng tuyét c0 bao nhiéu ma quyét dinh mat d¢ cua mu suong, lic mu mit, dirng né1 1a
cach ba budc, tham chi con ¢ thé khién nguoi ta gio tay 1én ciing khong nhin thiy nim dau ngon tay
chir ching choi. Nhitng chuyén lac dudng trong nii vi gié 16n va mu tuyét thi & dau ciing c6. Giira man
bui tuyét d6 khong thé phan biét dugc phuong hudng, lai con bi gid 16n thdi cho nga xiéu nga veo,
chuyén di vong tron tuyét d6i chang hé khoa trurong mdt chit ndo, ban than déi truong H6 Duong da
dich than ném trai roi.

Hoi d6 & Nam cuc, ¢6 mot 1an khi con 1a nhan vién khao sat chua c6 kinh nghiém gi, H6 Duong di
ra ngoai lay nudc & nguon nude cach tram cta ho chua dén hai traim mét. Troi ltc ay ciing c¢6 gid
nhung khong 16n 1am. Bat ngd khi anh vira ro1 khoi tram thi gié dot nhién tang tdc, dén khi anh ra duogc

cho c6 nudc, gio da manh dén muirc du thoi ngd cd nguoi, tro1 dat mu mit, trudc mat chi con hoa tuyéet



bay, tram nghién ctru hoan toan bién mat trong tim mat. Doi trudng HO Duong thim kinh hai, voi phan
doan phuong hudng, roi lidu doi gié di vé phia tram, két qua 1a di gin ndm trim mét rdi ciing khong
thay tram nghién ctru cua ho dau. Anh hoang qua cudng cé 1én, lai xoay ngudi di nguoc tré lai hudng
ma anh cho 14 ban dau, tinh toan budc chan, khong ngd ca chd 1ay nudc ciing khong thiy dau nira. Clr
thé, d6i trudong H6 Duong di di lai lai hon nira tiéng dong hd, cudi cing con gi6 ciing dan yéu, anh
mdi nhin rd duoc xung quanh, md hdi lanh 1ap tirc tia ra dAm ca ngudi. Trong hon nira tiéng ddng ho,
khong ngd anh da di vong vong theo mot hinh tron dudng kinh khoang chuc mét khong biét bao nhiéu
1an. Mic du khong c6 chuyén dudi theo bude chan nhu trong sa mac, nhung con dang s hon, khi gi6
16m thoi qua, d4u chan luu lai & lap tirc b1 dot tuyét md1 phu 1én, hoan toan bién mat, cir tudng rr?mg
dang di dudng thang, két qua lai 1 di vong vong. Khi ay con c6 hai doi vién khac ra tim anh vé, khong
ngd ciing bi di vong tron, ba ngudi di vé ra ba vong tron hinh chit pham () phia trude tram nghién
ctru. Tuy ca ba nguoi sau do6 nhin nhau cud1 ha ha, nhung thuc ra trong 1ong ai cling kinh s¢. Gi6 16n
c6 thé khién nguoi ta hoan toan mat cam gic, tuyét mu mit khién mat ngudi chi c6 thé nhin xa khéng
dén mot mét, nén cho dén tan bay gid, mdi 1an nhé lai kinh nghiém d6 do6i trudong HO Duong lai ring
minh.

Cach tot nhat dé d6i pho véi mu tuyét va gid thoc chinh 1a khong day dua véi chiing. Nhiing lac
d6 néu mubn gitr mang, phai tim mot hang dong & gan ma tron vao; con c ngoan cd doi gio tién 1én,
thi tha rang ty ddo hd chon minh ludn con hon. Néu may man, gié s& ngiing ngay, van con hy vong song
sot; néu khong may mén, kho nhoc di duwoc mudi méy cay $0, s& phat hién minh nim do ra tai chd ban
dau, dong ctmg thanh que kem.

Tur trude khi xut phat, Lt Canh Nam da n6i 10 cho cac thanh vién trong doi biét, vi viée nay hét
sttc co mat, dong thoi con lién quan dén chuyén vugt qua bién gidi qudc gia, nén chi cé thé tiét 16 cho
cuc it ngudi biét. Nhirng nguoi din dudng kiéu nhu Ma Bao ciing chi biét ho mudn 1én nti ma thdi.
Dudi chan ni do do6 s€ khong c6 can cir hay dai ban doanh gi, doi chi ¢6 thé nhan duoc su giap do tu
mot s6 chuyén gia cao cap co uy tin. Ma dén ca nhirng chuyén gia niy ciing bi chia 1am hai nhém,
nhirng nguoi biét ho dang 1am gi thi khong biét ho dang & dau, nhitng nguoi biét ho dang ¢ dau thi
khong hé biét ca ddm dén noi ay dé lam gi.

Vi vay lan leo nai tuyét ndy hoan toan 1a leo nai kiéu Alps(1), khong c6 tuyén duong dinh trude,
khong c6 bo sung doc duong, khong c6 tién 16 tham khao, gid thoc cudng loan ciia ving nai khién truc
thang khong thé lai gan, nén c6 gap nguy hiém thi ciing khong c6 ngudi ciru vién, tat ca déu chi cé thé
dua vao chinh ban thin minh. Mic du phia trudc kho khin tring tring, duong di hung hiém vo ké,
nhung cac thanh vién trong d6i déu chi cudi cudi cho qua. N6i gi thi néi,nhém ngudi ndy som da danh
ban véi thin Chét, than dén mac du dé go1 anh goi em dugc roi.

Cudi cung, doi truong HO Duong dé cap dén chuyén bay soi da chiém linh con dudng tot nhit co



thé leo 1én nti. Vi thoi gian c6 han, anh chi ké qua loa nhiing gi ho gip phai. Déi voi bay soi kia, dén
gior ca hoi van con thiy rung minh ghé sg. Nhac Duong kién nghi v6i Lit Canh Nam nhd quan bién
phong dén xua 1ii s6i di. Lir Canh Nam trirng mat 1én nhin, n6i c6 s& tir biét tinh chuyén ny.

Sau khi tong két cong viéc da 1am duoc trong ngay, Lit Canh Nam ddn Puong Man kiém tra tinh
hinh strc khoe ctia cac thanh vién trong d6i, xem phan trng véi d6 cao nhu thé nao. Doanh trai huin
luyén cua ho ndm ¢ khu vuc trén bdn nghin Xép xi ndm nghin mét so vd1 myuc nude bién, nén co thé
moi ngudi déu khong ¢ dau hiéu gi khac la. Mot lc sau thi Ba Tang ciing tinh lai, qua nhién dting nhu
Lit Canh Nam d4 noi, anh ta hoan toan khong nhé gi vé chuyén di xem 1ii s6i, chi nhd chuyén doi
truong H6 Duong do dac dia hinh trén dc nai 4y, Lit Canh Nam d ¢6 10 tir trude nén moi ngudi déu
théng nhit noi rang, Ba Tang bi hut chan trén ddc nti, dau va manh vao da. Ma sau gay Ba Tang ciing
c6 mot vét sung vi 1én that, d6 1a do bi bon s6i hiic ngd dap dau vao tang da giy ra.

Xur 1y xong xudi moi théng tin c6 trong tay thi troi cling dd mudn, Lt Canh Nam khong dong y dé
moi nguoi tiép tuc tan phét, ra 1énh cho tit ca cac thanh vién trong do6i phai 1ap tirc nghi ngoi.

Nhac Duong va Truong Lap 1au bau kho chiu, hiém khi méi duge mot trai nghiém ma miy ngudi
gido su Phuong Tan khong c6, dang hung phan hirng huc thé nay lai bi bat phai di ngi.. Hai anh chang
ndy & chung phong véi Trac Moc Cudng Ba, nira dém cir tran troc mai khong yén, cudi cung lién kéo
Trac Moc Cudng Ba ddy, nhiing nhiéu chuyén ban sang, nang nic doi Trac Moc Cuong Ba ké chuyén
dén Pat M3 tim cho ngao, roi 1am sao lai phat hién ra Cuong Lap, két ban v6i Cuong Lap nhu thé ndo,
dat dai con ngudi ving ndy nhu thé ndo. ..

Trac Moc Cudng Ba bi hai anh chang bam nhang nhang khong budng, chang biét phai 1am sao
danh ké lai chuyén gap go lam quen voi Cuong Nhat Pho Ba, thi cling chi la tim kiém khép noi, 1an
theo tat ca cac ddu mbi, cudi cung thi mo duoc dén ving ndy, chuyén don gian hét stc, doan gi ndi:
“Huyén Pat Ma nay dat dai con ngudi thé ndo ay a, irm, dai khai thi ciing gidng nhu cac noi khac thoi,
c6 diéu trén cac dong cé xung quanh huyén thanh, dan & day thich dua ngua, gidi cudi ngua ban tén.
Phuong thitc thi dau ctia ho khac véi nhitng noi khac, cudi ngua khong ¢ yén cuong. A, con nita, hudn
luyén ngwra hoang ciing 1a mdt trong nhitng hoat dong duoc ngudi ban dia rat wa thich. Con vé ca mia
nhac, may diéu mia vong tay, maa su tr & ddy déu rat doc dao dic sac...”

Nghe Trac Moc Cudng Ba ké chuyén, Truong Lap nhu nhan ra diéu gi d6: “Cudng Ba thiéu gia,
huyén Pat M3 ma anh ndi, chic khong phai chinh cai huyén nay day cha?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba dap: “Pung, n6 con mot cai tén khac nita, d6 1a tén thudng dung, cling c¢b xua
lam r6i.”

Truong Lap ndi: “Vay tai sao nguoi ta lai goi nd la huyén Dat Ma? La vi & trong huyén c6 nguoi
Pat M4 sinh song 42"

Trac Moc Cudng Ba lic dau: “Tat nhién 1a khong phai. Tt trude khi vurong triéu Thd Phon thong



nhat, & day c6 mdt qubc gia nho tén 1a Pat M4, dén sau khi Tho Phon théng nhat, noi day van dugc goi
12 Pat M4, vi vay trong cic sach cd xwra nhit ngudi ta déu goi 14 huyén Pat Ma. Mai vé sau khi Lién
Hoa Sinh dai su vao dat Tang mdi d6i tén noi nay thanh Ngao chau. C6 diéu, ctr nhic dén Ngao chau,
thi trude tién ching toi déu nghi ngay dén huyén Pat Ma roi.”

Nhac Duong quan minh trong 6 chin noi: “Cudng Ba thiéu gia, tdi nhé sang nay chi Cuong Nhat
Pho Bac bao, Cuong Lap 16n 1én bang sita s6i, chuyén d6 1a thé nao vay?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba wu tu n6i: “Um, thuc ra thin thé ctia Cuong Lap 1a...”

Mudi 1am nim vé trude, & phia Dong Nam thon Nap Lap ¢6 mdt cin nha da nho d6 nat tan hoang.
Puong mua rét, tuyét 1on 1a ta trén khong trung, bau trdi dem den kit tua chiée 4o choang cta than
Chét che phu trén nhitng ving dat chat hep, van vat thay déu im lim, chi nghe tiéng gi6 tuyét 16ng 1ong
thét gao.

Cin nha d4 Ay trong ngoai déu lanh 180 nhur nhau, bép 10 chi con lai mot dong tro tan ngudi ngat, tir
khi nang né tran ngap, bén canh bép 16 c6 mot ngwdi dan ong ngdi 1ing yén nhu pho trgng tac tir bing
d4a. Néu khong phai cap mat anh ta chéc chde van con chdp, chi e ai ciing s& tuong dy 1a mot cai xac.
Khong sai, anh ta da chét rdi, ngon ltra sinh ménh trong long anh ta da tat ngam, thir con lai, trong
giong cai bép 10 kia, chi 13 mot nim tro tan.

Do 1a Cuong Nhat Phd Bac ctia mudi 1am nim vé trude, vo anh ta mit tich da ba nim, tim kiém
khip ving ndi tuyét nay ma khong ra, song khong thiy nguoi, chét khong thiy xac. Anh van con sbng,
13 béi vi anh khong tin vo minh da chét. Anh tin chic rang, c6 mot ngay Lap Chan sé& nhe nhang day
cura, nhe nhang thot 1én mdt cau: “Em tré vé roi.”

Mbi nam, khi ngay vo 1én nai tuyét gan ké, Cuong Nhat Pho Bac lai khong thé yén gidc. Cuong
Nhat Phd Bac khi 4y, dang suy tu khong biét ngdy mai s& chiu dung dau khd nhu thé nao. Ping vao
thoi khac tim toi nhat trudc budi binh minh, chgt vang 18n tiéng gb cira “coc cdc cde”. ..

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac di lanh cung ca nguoi, anh hoi tru trir do du, chéng co al ra ngoai trong dém
tuyét mu mit thé nay ca. “Cde cdc cbe” am thanh lai vang 1én mot 14n nita, rat nhe, nhung cling rat 1o
rang. Cuong Nhit Pho Bac khong dam tin, rdi dot nhién, anh dig phit ddy nhu bi ma nhap, lao ra cira
nhu mdt con 1dc. ..

Bén ngoai tdi den nhu muc, cudng phong mang theo bang tuyét ap tGi, ngoai ra khong con gi khac.
Cuong Nhat Phd Bac khong hé kinh hai, nguoc lai con to ra mung r&, hudng vé phia hu khong vo tan
16n tiéng hoi: “Lap Chan, em phai khong, Lap Chan...”

Pap lai 101 anh ta, 1a mot tiéng rén khe kh& yéu 6t trong gié, Cwong Nhat Pho Bac 1ay dén dau bo
ra soi moi phat hién thay trudc cira nha minh ¢6 mot con soi ci bi thwong dang cudn tron. Chan sau

no bi dinh bay kep, mau twoi dé ruc nhu nhitng doéa hoa mai nd rd trén nén dat phu tuyét, kéo dai mai



vao trong man dém vo tan.

Con s6i cai cudn tron dudi dat nhu mot tim ném, khong nging the dau ludi ra 1iém liém mot vat
nho 6m trong long, mdt thir gi d6 16ng 14 xu x11, van con sdng, van con dong day.

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac can than lai gan, gio chiéc dén dau l1én trudc. Trong 10ng con s6i cai 1a mot
con vt trang mudt, than cudn tron nhu qua cau tuyét, dang ra stre thic dap ca bén chin, mudn ric vao
dudi bung con s61 me ma bi mdt hop siia.

Con s6i cai kia méu da chay can dén noi rdi, 1y ddu ra sita nira? Nhin vét thwong ctia s6i me,
Cuong Nhat Pho Bac dot nhién hiéu ra y d6 cta cudc viéng thim ltic dém hom khuya khoat niy, anh ta
dat chiéc dén dau xubng, hai tay run run dua ra, cham chim dén gan than thé con séi cai.

Con s6i ndm yén bat dong, chi ngude mat 1én nhin Cuwong Nhat Phd Bac, anh mit thim tinh, an
can, tir 4i 4y, Cuong Nhat Pho Bac vinh vién ciing khong thé ndo quén. Anh ta bong con vat nho 1én tay,
con nhoc ¢t cyc cua khong yén kia réi cling nging lai, doi méit den tuyén chép chép nhin chaim cham
vao guong mit gia nua qua d6i ctia Cuong Nhat Pho Bac, chim cht do xét. Cwong Nhit Pho Bac quan
sat lai no, bd 16ng nhung trang min thit 1a dang yéu qua, trong nd hét nhu mot déa sen tuyét nd ro trén
song bang vay. Dot nhién, ban tay Cuong Nhat Pho Bac khé run 1én, anh théy trén minh con vat nhd
con chua dut stra nay mot vét seo rat ndi bat, mot vét seo chay dai khai to khoang bé“mg dé)ng nam hao,
han 1a vét di dau thude 14 cta con nguoi day!

Trong khoanh khic, Cuong Nhat Phd Bac phang phit nhu ¢4 nhin thdy nhitng diéu bat hanh ma con
vét nho ndy gip phai trong quing thoi gian ngin ngti nd c6 mat trén doi nay. Me bi giét chét, nd bi loai
nguoi hanh ha chén ché réi némra gitra troi bang dat tuyét, con soi cai kia da phat hién ra nd, roi ding
bau sita cia minh dé nudi song sinh mang nho bé nay. Chic con soi cai ciing mat di dira con ctia minh
vao thoi gian d6? Ma khi 4y, 4nh sang ctia con so6i me ciing dang dan am dam rdi tit ngdm bai biy kep
ctia loai nguoi... Bat ké thé ndo, con vat nho bé ndy van co thé sdng sot, qua 1a ky tich! Nghi toi day,
mot cam gidc xung dong bong dang trao 1én, Cuong Nhat Phd Bac gio cao sinh ménh nho bé trong tay
minh, 16n tiéng hét 1én mdt cau khién sau nay Trac Moc Cudng Ba khac ghi vao tim kham sudt doi:
“Bi con ngudi 1am ton thwong, vt bo, phan boi, ma vin mudn tin vao con ngudi hay sao?”

Gid gao thét am 1, con vat nho dot nhién theé dau ludi non to ra liém 1én long ban tay Cuong Nhat
Pho Bac...

Cam gidc Am ap tir 1ong ban tay lan dén tin sau trong day long, trong déng tro sém da tan lui, ngon
ltra 4n giéu bit dau nhen nhum chay 1én. Cuong Nhat Phd Bac 6m chit sinh ménh non nét kia trong 40
khoac minh, anh ta quyét dinh s& bao vé bong hoa sen tuyét xinh dep nay nhur bao vé dira con cia chinh
minh.

Con s6i me tir dau chi cudi van lang 1& nhin, cho dén phat cudi cting, mi hudng vé phia Cuong

Nhat Pho Bac mdt anh mat nhin day cam kich, r61 kho nhoc ngoanh dau vé bong t61 xa xam vo tan, noi



bay s6i da tirng dirng chan nghi lai, nhe nhang khép mat. Noi troi dat giao nhau xuat hién mot vét sang
ctia budi binh minh, trong dém gi6 tuyét bio bung ay, Cuong Nhat Phd Bac da c6 thém mot dira con,
tén la Cuong Lap...

Nghe Trac Moc Cuong Ba ké vé lai lich cia Cuong Lap, Truong Lap khong khoi ngam tho dai mot
tiéng. Nhac Duong thi ndm chit tay lai, nghién ring hoi: “Cudng Ba thiéu gia, Hai lam thu khong phai
12 mot gidng Tang ngao rat quy gia hay sao? Tai sao... tai sao dam nguoi 4y lai...”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba dap: “Khong, cau nghi sai r6i, mot thir vat pham hay dong vat quy gia hay
khéng, 1a do sy ua thich va hiéu biét cua con nguoi d6i v6i nd quyét dinh. Muoi miy nim trudce, Tang
ngao khong phai 1a thtr trao luu thoi thugng nhu hién nay, chiing chi 1a nhirng nguoi ban giup dan Tang
chim nha coi ctra ma thdi, cling khong c6 ngudi ndo dung tién dé dinh gia ching ca. Con nita, ché
ngao Tay Tang khi con non trong chang khac gi ché con binh thuong ca, cho du 1a nhitng nguoi Tang
160 tudi giau kinh nghiém ciing khong thé phan biét dugc con chd 4y 16n 1én s& tré thanh chd ngao Tay
Tang hay chi 14 cho binh thudng, bon sin trom lai cang khéng dé ¥ dén miy chuyén y.”

Noi t6i day, Trac Moc Cudng Ba bdng chot nhé lai nhitng 101 Cuong Nhat Pho Bac timg néi véi
gi nhiéu ndm vé trude: “Co ngao Ty Tang? Cau cam thay cai 1{i bi nhét trong 16ng, hay deo xich sat,
xich bén canh chudng ctru 1 chd ngao Tay Tang sao? Khong, cting 1am ching chi co thé goi 1a nhitng
con cho to ma thoi! Chi khi ching ty do tur tai chay dudi troi xanh my trang, ludt di trén dong co cao
nguyén nhu mot con giod, luc ay ching méi 1a chd ngao Tay Tang chan chinh...”

Khi Truong Lap va Nhac Duong dang boi hoi xtic cam vi than thé ctia Cuong Lap, khong ai ngo,
Cuong Lap dang & ngay bén ngoai cin nha nho. N6 nhay bén nhan ra tiéng ngudi dang ndi chuyén
trong nha, tyra nhu bi khoi goi lai hdi Gre i, cti dau nghi ngoi gi d6, rdi 1ap tie 1ac 1ic dau, ngude
nhin nguoi 40 xam dung sau lung, din dudng cho ngudi d6 di vé phia khu ni non tring diép. Mot
nguoi mot chd ngao khong phat ra bat ctr am thanh gi.

Cuong Lap dan dudng cho nguoi d6 dén trude cin nha bang da ctia Cuong Nhat Pho Bac, day cira
ra. Trong nha, 10 sudi dang chay 1ép bép, Cuong Nhat Pho Bac ngdi bén canh, chua ngang dau 1én da
néi: “Ong dén roi a.”

1. La phuong thire leo nti khoi ngudn tir khu vie Alps, nguoi leo nui theo kiéu nay da phan phai tu luc dé leo 18n dén dinh, ngoai ra
khong c6 su gitp d& nao khac.



CHUONG 34:
THUY TINH CUNG

Merkin tho dai noi: “That khong ngd ddy, thi ra tim ban d6 ciing chi dudng dén noi nay, xem ra
hoi e cta TAy M@ 1a chinh xac rdi, gio' chi con xem rét cude tam ban dd Ay chi trong tan dén mirc
nio thoi. My tram cdy sb lung chirng nii bi bao boc trong suwong tuyét mu mit, lai chi c6 mot 16i vao
rong chirng mot mét 1a ¢o thé di xudng dudi, dam gido do6 Mat gido co dai dy sao lai tim ra dugc noi
nhu thé chir? That 1a khong thé tin ndi. ..



Hau dué Bach Ngan

Ngudi 40 xam bude vao nha, khong ngd lai 1a Lat ma A La. Ngon lira nho trong bép 10 ving vay
run ray mot hoi, anh sang hat 1én chiéu vao guong mit 6ng, gia nua ma diém tinh. “Anh biét 1a toi s&
dén...”

“P6 14 1& di nhién.” Cuong Nhat Pho Bac kéo mot chiéc tham trén giudng dip 1én dau goi, doan
néi: “Ong nhit dinh c6 rat nhiéu chuyén mubn hoi t6i, vira khéo, t6i ciing c6 kha nhiéu chuyén muén
hé1 6ng. Mot nghin nam roi, cac ong trudc sau van khong chiu b cudc, xem ra, nim xua Pao quan
Anh sang khong chi mang di bau vat trong T phuong miéu thoi phai khéng, ngoai ra con thir gi d6
khac co thé khién cac nguoi quyét chi di im nhu thé?”

Lat ma A La hoi nguoc lai: “Con cac anh? Ciing cung chung canh ngd, cung chung van ménh,
chang phai cac anh ciing chua tirng bo cudc day hay sao?”

“Khong!” Cuong Nhat Pho Bac nhin ngon lira dang nhay miia dén mirc xuét than, tram giong
xubng: “Gia toc ching toi dd bo cudc tir 1au roi. La Long Ni Khic — Cuong Nhat Pho Bac toi ddy, da
13 ngudi cudi cung clia gia toc, trd thanh mot ga hau dué Bach Ngan danh phu ky thre. Khi t6 tién toi
chon lya manh dat nay dé dinh cu, ching t6i da thoi khéng con tim kiém né nira. C6 18, ctr dé bi mat ay
chon vui trong dong song thoi gian thi tot hon.”

N6i t6i day, Cuong Nhat Pho Bac ngang dau 1én mim cudi voi Lat ma A La, roi hoi: “Xemra thi
bon Cudng Ba vin chua biét thin phan thuc sy ciia dam Mat tu gia cac ong phai khong?”

Lat ma A La gat dau: “Poi thoi co dén rdi méi cho ho biét thi tot hon.”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac néi: “Piéu nay thi t6i c6 thé hiéu dugc. Thé nhung, cac ong da dé ho giup
dd tim kiém Bac Ba La, song duong nhu lai khong néi cho ho biét miy thong tin thi phai? Pén ca lang
tiéu ma cling khong biét 1a gi...”

Lat ma A La noi: “Hau hét tu licu chung to1 nam dugc déu di dua cho ho ca rdi, van dé con lai 1a
phai xem ho 1inh ngd 1y giai dugc bao nhiéu ma thdi; con vé lang tiéu, ban than toi cling khong ngd dén
ngay nay né van con phat huy duoc tic dung; ngoai ra con mot s6 viéc ma ching t6i khong biét, day
chinh 13 1y do t6i dén tim gip anh.”

“Um”, Cuong Nhat Pho Bac tua nhu ngo ra diéu gi do, noi: “gia toc chung té1 vi bi vu ham, khong
nuét duoc moi hon cam nay, nén mdi quyét tim Dquas hong rira ndi oan khuat ma gia toc phai ganh
chiu. Tat nhién, c6 thé tim thiy cac bao vat trong Tt phuong miéu, tring chan lai thanh uy cua gia toc,

khoéi phuc sy huy hoang nim xuwa ciing 1 mot nguyén nhin rt quan trong. Con céc ong thi sao?”



bém da khuya, Cuong Lap hoan toan khong hirng thti chtit nao véi cau chuyén cua hai nguoi, no

cup tai ngt thiép di, chi con ngon lira 1a vAn nhay maa khong biét mét moi.

Sang sém hom sau, Nhac Duong day rat som, chi thiy canh vat bén ngoai dep mé hon, khong khi trong
1anh, hd nudc ndi non tréng nhu tranh v&, anh chang tip mot bai thé duc, hit tho khong khi thanh khiét,
tinh than sang khoai, khong kim dwgce ma phai ca tung rang, néu dugc & ddy chic chin s& song 1au
thém mAy nam.

Nhac Duong da nghe Trac Moc Cuong Ba ké, réng nguo1 Pat Ma rat thanh dam chét phéc, cude
song don gian dén kho c6 thé tin ndi. Pan 6ng trudng thanh chit cti rén sat, con dét vai va don dep
nha ctra 1a viéc ctia dan ba, nguoi gia thi ngdi ngoai ctra xe soi, néu khong thi dan ludi, hdm ndo troi
lanh qua thi ngff)i bén bép 10. Dao trudc, tré con ¢ day con it dugc gido duc, da phﬁn déu duoc dé mic
ngoai déng c0O v&i bo ctru hodc tur do choi dua véi ban be cung lra, 16n 1én thi két hon sinh con, toan
bd cudc soéng chi co thé, ngay lai qua ngay. Khi nghe ké mudi miy ndm trude, tré con ¢ day khong can
doc sach di hoc, Nhac Duong va Truong Lap khong nhitng khong cam thdy thwong hai chiing, nguoc
lai con t6 ra hét strc ngudng mo nira.

Nhac Duong dang say sua ngam canh, thay Truong Lap ciing budc ra, lién cét tiéng: “Chao budi
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sang

Truong Lap noi: “Tap hop, tap hop, giao quan goi tap hop kia!”

Céc ddng chi & Cuc Khi twong thong bao, trong khoang thoi gian ngin t6i day thoi tiét khong thich
hop cho leo ndii, Lt Canh Nam néi v&i cac thinh vién trong doi, miy ngay niy sé& dé dan lang dan ho
di thim do cac tuyén duong, hy vong co thé tim duoc con dudng 1én nai nao khac ngoai con dudng da
bi dan so6i chiém ct.

Vi 1y do an toan, moi ngudi van chia 1am ba nhém do nhitng dan lang quen thudc dia hinh dan
duong, can than tranh xa khu vuc bay séi tap trung, di khip xung quanh nai tuyét dé do dac quan tric.
May ngay lién bon ba vat va, dén ca ngudi nhu Trac Moc Cuong Ba ciing cam thiy hoi mét moi, xem
ra ho vin phai ting cudng rén luyén thé luc thém nira.

Khong chi vay, ho con chang cé thoi gian dé nghi ngoi. Mdi ngdy tré vé déu phai chinh Iy, phan
tich cac tuyén duong méi thim do duge, con phai tiép tuc nghién ciru tim ban d6 da dugc cac chuyén
gia danh du kia. Huéng di ctia mach ndii nhin dai dé thi khong sai roi, nhung trén ban d6 khong danh
du chi dudng 16n ndi, day ciing 1a 1y do cin ban khién ho phai nhoc cong dén vay. Lit Canh Nam ndi
v6i moi ngudi, vé noi ndy, ngon nli ndy, ngoai ban do ra con mot bang ching khac nita. Trong tu liéu
lich sir ting c6 ghi chép rat rd rang, twong Phat va kinh thu theo Van Thanh cong chiia vao dat Tang
ndm xua xuit hién 1an cudi cung chinh ¢ huyén bBat Ma nay, b&i thé ma tir rat nhiéu nim trude, nha

nudce da tien hanh khao sat & khu vyc nlii non gan day. Co6 diéu khi ay con chua c¢6 ban do chi 1o 1a



ngon ndi nao, ma diéu kién k¥ thuat cling khong dugc hoan bi cho 1am, cubi cung doi khao sat da mat
tich toan bo & khu virc nay, nghi lai thi ¢6 1& chinh 1a 1an ma Ma Bao nhic dén lac ho méi toi day roi.
Lir Canh Nam noi, vé sau, nha nude con té chire doi khao sat khoa hoc t6i day tham do nhiéu l4n nira,
nhung vi nhiéu nguyén nhan khac nhau, nén cudi cing cling van budc phai bo cudc. Nhac Duong 1ap
tirc lién tudong dén nguoi dan duong Cuong Nhat Pho Bac ma doi trudng HO Duong nhic t6i, lién thi
tham noi riéng véi Trac Moc Cudng Ba rang, c6 18 Lat ma A La biét mot sd viée lién quan dén Cuong
Nhat Pho Bac, c6 diéu toi gid anh van chua nghi ra nén hoi 6ng nhu thé nao thoi.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba kinh ngac noéi: “Con phai hoi nhu thé nao nira a? Truc tiép hoi thoi, dé toi di
tim dai su luon.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba tim dugce Lat ma A La, 1ién hoi ngay: “Pai su, hém qua ngai va a qua do stic
mot tran, c¢6 phai da nhan ra duoc diém gi d6 tir than tha hay gi dy cua anh 4y phai khong? Thi du nhur
than phan, lai lich gi o6 chéng han. Noi thuc long, t61 da ¢ véi anh éy hon nira nam, trude gid van ci
nghi anh 4y chi 1a mot nguoi dan Tang binh thuong, nhung hém qua, tir nhitng hiéu biét cta anh ay vé
Pao quan Anh sang va Bac Ba La, c6 thé thdy thdn phan cua a qua dudng nhu khong tam thudng mot
chut nao.”

Lat ma A La hoi ngac nhién dua mat nhin Trac Moc Cuong Ba, hién nhién 6ng khong ngd gi lai
dem minh va Cuong Nhat Pho Bac lién hé v&i nhau nhanh nhur vay. Co diéu cudc noi chuyén dém qua
v6i Cuong Nhat Pho Bac dd mé dugc kha nhiéu nut thit nghi van trong 1ong 6ng, vay nén dai su ciing
thang than tra 101 luon: “Pung thé, t6i biét thin phan ctia Cuwong Nhat Phd Bac. Anh ta 12 ngudi cia gia
toc La Long Ni Khic, chung t61 goi ho 1a hau du¢ Bach Ngan.”

Théy Trac Mdc Cuong Ba hoan toan khong hiéu gi, Lat ma A La né mot nu cudi diém dam, y bao
gd tim chd ndo d6 ngdi xudng, cham rii giai thich: “Su viéc ndy, thong thudng phai 1 ngudi hiéu biét
vé lich str cac gia toc & Tho Phon méi dé dang thong hiéu dugc. Dé t6i noi vé gia tdc trude nhé.
Vuong triéu Tho Phon hiing cir cao nguyén Thanh Tang ca miy trim nam, ngoai hai gia toc thé gia dai
than Nuong thi va Vi thi, con co rat nhiéu gia toc dugc trong dung qua nhiéu triéu dai, ho cling giéng
nhr Duong gia twdng, Nhac gia tudng, Tiét gia tudng... ma ngdy nay moi ngudi déu da qua quen thude
roi vay. Triéu dai thay d6i, quy toc thé tAp cha truyén con ndi, co rat nhiéu gia tdc da cung hudng vinh
chiu nhuc v&i Tho Phon. Pay chinh 14 gia toc, mdi triéu dai déu cd miy gia toc 16n manh, t6i khong
nhac dén hét & day, ma chi noi riéng vé gia toc La Long Ni Khic thoi. Cau ciing biét roi ddy, Pao quin
Anh sang 13 Iic lugng chién diu manh nhit do Tang vuong Tung Tan Can B6 14p nén, vé sau thi chi
thé ctia Pao quan Anh sang 1a bd toc Qua Ba, nhung trudc khi chién thing Tuong Hung, cau co biét
nhirng nguoi nao 1a chi thé ctia Pao quan Anh sang nay hay khong?”

Trac Mgc Cuong Ba da 16 mo doan dugce: “L€ nao lai 1a...”

Lat ma A La gat dau: “Pung thé, chinh 1a gia toc La Long Ni Khic. Trong lich str, ho ciing tirng



duogc goi 1a N6 boc cua Anh sang, ho chinh 1a Pao quan Anh sang tién nhiém. Sau khi bo tdc Qua Ba
dugc bién vao 1am b phan chinh cua Pao quan Anh sang, gia toc La Long Ni Khic duogc thuyén
chuyén sang mot canh quan khac, ngoai chuyén d6 ra, ho van dam nhan str ménh giéng nhu Pao quan
Anh sang, ciing tirc 1a quan than vé cua Tang vuong. Ciing c6 nghia 1, vao thoi do, gia toc La Long Ni
Khic dam nhiém cung mot cuong vi vo1 Pao quan Anh sang, ho chinh 1a nhitng nguo1 tiép can gén
nht vGi bo toc Qua Ba. Con nita, t6i van nhé hom qua Nhac Duong da nhic dén mot chuyén, no1 réng
tai sao Tang vuong lai dam dung mot d6i quan khong truc tiép trung thanh vi minh 1am can vé, gia
toc La Long Ni Khic nay, chinh 12 mot trong cac nguyén do d6. Gia toc niy da truc tiép thé s& tan hién
stre luc cho Tang vurong, so vé s lugng trong quan thin vé thoi bay gio, bon ho con déng hon ca Qua
Ba tdc, dai khai cling co6 vai tro khic ché bo toc Qua Ba, can béng thuc lyc. Bo1 vay, khi Bao quan
Anh sang d6t nhién bién mat, gia toc niy ciing phai d6i mit voi nguy co vo cing to 1on...”

Lat ma A La ngirg ndi, Trac Moc Cudng Ba lién thic mic: “Pao quin Anh sang bién mat thi lién
quan gi v4i bon ho kia chr?”

Lat ma A La noi: “Pao quan Anh sang tuy 1a d6i quan bi mét ctia Tho Phon, nhung khong phai 13
khong ai hay biét, it nhat cling c6 hai gia toc Nuong thi va Vi thi la biét chuyén. Hon nira, khi éy,
nhirng gia toc 16n manh, nam gilr cac bi mat tbi cao cua quéc gia cling it nhiéu biét dwoc mot chat. Vi
vay, bi mat vé nguyén do tai sao Pao quan Anh sang co thé trd thanh luc luong chién d4u manh nhat
ctia vuong triéu Tho Phdn vén 1a didu ma cac gia toc 16n déu khao khat nhom ngd. Sau khi Pao quin
Anh sang bién mat, can bang thé luc giita cac gia toc 1on bi pha v, khéng con Iiwe lugng nao ap ché
duoc ho nira, nhitng gia tdc nay thém khat dugc s& hitu strc manh cua Pao quan Anh sang; hon nira,
cau ché quén rang, ciing bién mit véi Pao quan Anh sang con co tat ca bau vat cia vuong triéu Tho
Phon thoi ky toan thinh. Chi voi hai diém nay thdi, cling dt khién nhitng gia toc thyc luc hing manh kia
dao dét siu ba thudc 1én tim kiém bat ctr ddu mdi nao lién quan dén Pao quan Anh sang rdi. Ma nhitng
dau moi nay, ngoai hai gia tdc Nuong thi va Vi thi ra, ai s€ 1a ngudi1 bi nghi dén dau tién cha?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba gid méi hiéu ra: “Gia toc La Long Ni Khac!”

Latma A La gat dau: “Khong sai. Ho tirng dam nhiém cong viéc ¢ cung mot noi vai Pao quan
Anh sang, lai 1a nguoi tién nhiém ctia bd toc Qua Ba, trong con mét ngudi ngoai, chéc chin ho con
biét rat nhiéu an tinh bén trong ma khong ai khac biét dugc. Vi vay, trong cudc chién loan sau nay, van
ménh cua ho ciing gidng nhu nhitng ngudi Qua Ba bi Pao quan Anh sang bo roi vay, ho trd thanh muyc
tiéu dau tién ma cac gia toc 16n mudn d6i phd. Nhitng gia tdc hoi c6 thuc luc mot chat, déu mudn tim
duoc dau mdi vé Pao quan Anh sang tir gia toc La Long Ni Khéc. Lién tiép nhiéu nim chinh chién,
dau rang stc chién dau ciia gia toc La Long Ni Khic cyuc cao, nhung r6i cudi cling ciing khong thé
thoat duoc sd phan bi tham. Thé nhung, su thyc 13 ho cling hoan toan khong hé hay biét vé sy bién mat

ctia Pao quan Anh sang, chi 1a v6 tinh da tré thanh chia khoa mé cira kho bau trong mit nguoi ngoai



ma théi.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba bing tinh ngd, ndi: “Thi ra 1a vay. Thé nén dé rira sach mdi oan khién, ho
phai tim ra Pao quan Anh sang, va ciing gia nhip hang ngii nhitng ngudi di tim kiém Bac Ba La. Chang
trach a qua lai noi, gia toc nha ho da tim kiém gan nghin ndm nay roi.”

Lat ma A La git dau: “Um, vé sau nhirng hau nhan ctia gia toc La Long Ni Khic con séng sot sau
con chién loan d3 bj budc phai thay tén ddi ho, séng luu vong hodc an cu. C6 diéu, dé ghi nhd long
trung thanh ctia ho véi virong thit va sy cong hién trong cong cudc mé rong cuong thd cua vuong tridu
Thd Phén, nguo1 doi sau goi ho 1a hau dué¢ Bach Ngan, y chi nhitng vO sT manh m¢, suc chién d4u chi
dtng sau c¢6 Pao quan Anh séng.”

Trac Mgc Cuong Ba lai nd: “Vay hom qua lam sao dai su nhan ra dugc th an phan cia anh éy
thé?”

Lat ma A La mim cudi: “Chuyén nay thi don gian thoi. Pau tién cau phai biét, lich sir ctia mot s6
gia toc tham chi con dai hon ca ban than vuong triéu Tho Phon nita, nhitng gia toc niy déu co huy
chuong, ky hiéu va nhitng hoa vin trang tri dic trung chi thudc vé gia toc ho. Thoi do, chi can nhin
thay nhitng tiéu chi ddc biét ndy, 1a 1ap tirc c6 thé nhin ra ddy 1a thudc vé gia tdc nao, cling giéng nhu
bay gio cau thy logo cua ngan hang Kién thiét, ngan hang Cong thwong 13 nhin ra ngay vay thoi. Toi
nhan ra tiéu ky cua gia toc La Long Ni Khic trén can dao Cuong Nhit Pho Bac, ma thuc ra, dén ngay
nay, moi ngudi ciing van thuong trong thiy nhitng tiéu ky ¢6 ma.”

Théy vé hoai nghi trén mat Trac Moc Cudng Ba, Lat ma A La néi: “Vi chién tranh, nhiing gia tdc
ay thuong 12 bi tiéu diét toan bo, huy hiéu cua ho tan mat khip trén cao nguyén, bi che phu trong nhitng
bo ciy bui co. Vé sau, khi dan du myc tim thay chang, lich str da bi 1ang quén, nén nguoi ta khong thé
nhin ra dugc d6 1a vat thudc vé ai, & thoi ndo nita, 1ién coi 13 nhitng thir trén tro1 roi Xuéng, l1a vat tron
cao ban ting, vy la nhitng huy hiéu cta gia toc 4y lién duoc coi 1a vat tugng trung cho may mén,
duoc gilt gin nhu mot thir bua ho than. Nhitng huy hiéu gia toc 4y, cling chinh 1a thién khadm ma nguoi
ta van thdy bay gio. Tat nhién, thién kham khong chi gom c6 huy hiéu cta gia toc, ma con cé ca cac
phap khi timg duogc cac ton gido cb dai sir dung. Ngoai ra, trong sb rat nhidu hoa vin ky quai trén thién
chau, c6 khong it 1a hoa van chuyén dung cia mot sd gia toc nio do, chi 1a dén ngiy nay, e rang khong
con ai nhan ra dugce ching nita ma théi.”

Lac nay, Nhac Duong chay dén héi: “Cuong Ba thiéu gia, dai su, hai nguoi...”

Lat ma A La hoi: “Noéi chuyén xong rdi, c6 chuyén gi vay?”

Nhac Duong néi: “Cudng Ba thiéu gia, gido su Phwong Tan mudn anh qua néi mét chat vé tinh
hinh bay s6i hom trudc.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba dimg 1én hoi: “Céc cau chua ké 42"

Nhac Duong gii dau: “Gido su bao ching t6i ké khong chuyén nghiép chat ndo...”



Trac Moc Cudng Ba cuoi 1én ha ha, sai chan budc di. Nhac Duong & phia sau cin vin: “Thé nao,
Lat ma A La néi gi vay?”

Tré vao trong nha, Man Man va Truong Lap dang tranh luan gi d0, o rang c6 khong tin nhitng gi
Truong Lap ké cho 1am, gido su Phuong Tan dang nhap dir liéu vao may tinh. Trac Moc Cuong Ba di
tw minh trai qua vu dung d6 v6i bay soi, lai lya ra nhitng chd chinh yéu, nén nhanh chong gitp gido su
Phwong Tan hiéu duoc tit ca moi chuyén ho gip phai hom trude.

Nghe Trac Moc Cudng Ba ké xong, gido su Phuong Tan noi: “Rd rang 1a séi di cu rdi, nhung lai
c6 diém khac biét vdi tat ca nhirng dan soi di cu ma ching ta tirng nghién ctru, t6i mudn dich than di
quan sat mot phen...”

“Khong, khong, khong, khong thé duoc...” gido su Phwong Tan con chua dut 101, d3 bi miy nguoi
bon Trac Moc Cudng Ba cuc luc ngin can. Hé s nguy hiém qua 16n, nhung gido su Phuong Tan dau
dé dang bo cudc dén thé, cudi cung Trac Moc Cudng Ba danh néi, mudn di ciing phai doi vii khi trang
bi van chuyén dén d4, sau d6 con phai hoi ¥ kién Lt Canh Nam, vy mdi khién gido su Phuong Tan
tam gac y dinh do lai.

Truong Lap noi: “A, t6i dinh hoi anh tir hom qua rdi co, Cudng Ba thiéu gia, hom trude anh ndi,
chi & trong dan so61 di tri méi co thé xut hién vua soi, nhitng dan khac thi chi co6 soé1 dau dan, soi
théng 1inh, chuyén 1a nhu thé nao vay?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba dua mit nhin gido su Phuong Tan, ni: “Chuyén nay dé thdy gido giai thich
thi r0 rang hon.”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan noi: “Cau co biét tap tri 1a gi khong?”

Truong Lap va Nhac Duong cung luc lac dau. Gido su Phuong T4n lién giang giai: “Thiy chua,
day chinh 1a chd tai hai ctia viéc khong thich hoc dy. Tap tri, chinh 1a chi tri tué tap thé. Hé than kinh
ctia nhitng ca thé nho bé nhu ong mét hay kién déu hét strc don gian, khi chiing 12 mot c4 thé thi hau
nhu chéng co tri tu€ gi. Thé nhung, khi sb luong ca thé dat dén mot con s6 nhat dinh, sé tu dong nay
sinh mot dang tri tué tap thé, ching c6 thé xay dung nhirng cai t6 phirc tap, tuan theo nhitng quy tic xa
hoi phre tap, c6 lac thoat nhin thiy gan nhu 13 x3 hoi loai ngudi thu nho vay, thim chi con tinh chuan
hon ca con nguo1 nira, tai sao lai nhu vay chi?”

Nhac Duong va Truong Lap lai lac dau, gido su Phuong Téan tiép tuc giai thich: “O ddy c6 mot
van dé cap do. Mot 1a diém, vo s6 diém ndi lai v6i nhau thi thanh dudng, hai dudng thang giao nhau
thi thanh mdt mit phang, vo s6 mit phang chong chat 1én nhau thi to hop thanh khéng gian 1ap thé ma
chiing ta dang ton tai, day chinh 1a khong gian vi 6 ma cac nha khoa hoc van thuong noi dén, cac
khong gian vi d6 cao déu do cac khong gian vi do thap to hop ma thanh. Pong thdi cac nha khoa hoc
cling cho rang, phuong dién tri tué ciing trong tur nhu vi d6 khong gian ndy vay, sao cic ciu ngdy ra

thé? Cha cha, vay ma cling khong hiéu dugc ha? Thoi thi tdi n6i don gian hon mdt chut vay, cac cau



thr tudng tuong mot chat nhé, mot cai bong dén néu tat hay sang, thi né chi cé thé biéu thi tat hay sang
thoi, co dung khong? Néu nhu c6 mot nghin cai bong dén xép thanh hinh vudng, vay thi khi bat hay tat
mot phan nhitng bong dén trong d6, chang phai 13 s& ¢ thé hién thanh nhitng hinh khac nhau hay sao?
Nhu vay da hiéu dugc chua, mot con ong mat chinh la mdt cai bong den, n6 khong co tri tu¢ gi ca, 1a
mot ca thé cung 1am chi c6 mot chut ban nang sinh ton, nhung khi ca dan ong tap trung lai, bon chung
lién trd thanh dong vat c6 tinh xd hoi, ching c6 ong chiia, co ong duc, ¢6 binh si chién dau, c6 con phu
trach ong non, c6 con thu thap luvong thuc. Khi éy, hién ra trudc mat chung ta, la mét dai biéu gia dinh
day tri tué.”

Nhac Duong va Truong Lap d3 hoi hoi hiéu, bat dau git gi. Ké do, gido su Phuwong Tan lai noi:
“Kiéu tri tué tap thé ndy thich hop voi dai da s6 cac loai dong vat quan cu, bao gdm ca to tién loai
ngudi ching ta; cung mot 1y do d6, ciing bao gdm ca dan soéi. Khi dan séi 1y gia toc 1am don vi,
chung chu yéu 1a san bat, vin d& ma con so6i dau dan quan tam chi 1a bado v¢€ 1anh dia cua gia toc va dia
vi thu Iinh ctia minh, ddm béo gia tdc ctia no co thé tiép tuc ton tai 1au dai, mic du trong dan sé1 co6 san
sinh ra quan h¢ dia vi xa hdi cao thép, nhung tri tu¢ rat c6 han. Khi chung phat trién thanh mot tap
doan so61, quan hé xa hoi khong chi 1a trong nd1 bo gia tdc voi nhau nira, déng tho1, gitra cac gia toc
cling s€ nay sinh su phan bié¢t vé dia vi xa hoi, sin bét tap thé cling can su phéi hop chat ché hon, diéu
dong chi huy chuin xac hon, c6 diéu ching ciing van c6 mot van dé,d6 1a van dé khu vuc. Khu vuc han
dinh pham vi hoat dong ctia chung, khong dam doi khoi hoan canh sinh ton ban dau ctia minh thi trudc
sau kho c6 thé dot phéa duoc gidi han thép dé nay sinh tri tu¢ tap thé. C6 nhan c6 cau, doc van quyén
sach, di van dim duodng, trong thoi dai khong ¢ thong tin dién tir nhu bay gid, néu mudn ting cuong
kién thirc, thi can phai du lich khip noi, d6i vi bay séi ciing vay thoi. Chi c¢é trén con dudng di cu,
ching md1 gadp dugce céc sinh vat ching loai khac nhau, giao luu véi nhitng dan so1 ¢ khu vuce khac, co
thé hoc dugc cac ki xdo sin bat dic biét; trén dudng di cu, mdi can phai thich ing v6i nhitng hoan
canh sinh t6n khac nhau; quan trong hon ca, 1a bay s6i di cu s& khong ngirng 16n manh, khi s6 lugng
sO1 trong dan tang dén mot diém gi61 han, toan thé dan s6i sé nay sinh dot phat, san sinh ra tri tu¢ tap
thé ma toi vira ndi dén.

Gi4o su Phuong Tan hit sdu vao mot hoi, ndi: “Vé diém toi han nay thi trong gidi hoc thuit ciing
chua c6 dinh luan, t6m lai, néu sb luong béy sO1 tang dén mot co sb tuong ddi 16m, ca béy s& xuAt hién
mot thay d6i nghiéng troi 1éch dat. Phai biét rang, trong ban than 1ii s6i da tién hoa ra cac loai ngon
ngir co thé, co ché phu trach sin bat va dang cip xa hoi rat nghiém khéc, khi ching ndy sinh hién turong
tri tué tap thé, tri tué ctia ca by s& c6 mdt bude nhay 16n. Co chuyén gia da tinh toan, khi do, tri tué va
hinh thai xa hoi ctia bay s6i s& c6 thé dat dén hodc vuogt trén trinh do van minh ciia xa hoi nd 1¢ loai
ngudi. Noi mot cach thong tuc hon, chang han nhur bay s6i di cu xuat hién hom nay vay, chi sb thong

minh cua chiing con cao hon ca nguoi thoi do da, co kha nang la da dat dén trinh d§ van minh cua



nude ta thoi ky triéu Ha(1), hoac gia co thé con cao hon. Su thuc 14, xa hoi loai nguo1 xua cling thong
qua hinh thirc tri tué tap thé niy ma tién hoa ti thir ma chiing ta ngdy nay goi 1 van minh, ngudi ta van
thuong ndi, con nguoi ¢é tri tué tir lao dong, diéu nay khong hoan toan chuan xac cho 1am, néi mot

cach chuan xac, thi phai 13, con nguoi ¢6 tri tué tir trong lao dong tap thé.”

1. Ong giao su nay nghién cuu vé cho nhiéu qua dén mic khong con tinh tao nita 1ol Tri tué tap thé chi la mot trong nhiéu diéu kién lich
st dé hinh thanh nén nén vin minh nhan loai; vi thé cho du ché s6i ¢6 chi s IQ cao nhu trong truyén, tham chi vuot ca loai ngudi, nhung
khéng c6 hai chi trudc phat trién dé c6 thé ché tao va sir dung cong cu lao dong thi s6i van 1a... ché thoi Diéu nay gido trinh Sinh hoc

phd théng da noi qua roi.



Binh minh nai tuyét

Nhin vé mit nghi hoic ctia Nhac Duong, gido su Phuong Tan mim cudi noi: “Toi biét cdu mudn
héi1 gi roi, néu bﬁy s6i di co thé tién hoa dén déng cép x3 hdi cao nhu thé roi, tai sao lai khong XUAt
hién nguoi soi phai khong? Thyc ra ciing rat dang tiéc, tai sao ngiy nay khong xuat hién ngudi soi
chu? D6 chinh 1a vi, bon ching da cham mat mot bude, to tién chung ta da tién 1én tri tué tap thé trudce
ri, cling chinh 14 nén van minh ma ngay nay moi ngudi van néi, trong khi bay s6i mudn tién 1én mot
nén vin minh thuéc vé loai séi thi lich str d khong cho phép nita rdi. Cau phai biét rang, tién dé xuat
hién séi di cu la nhitng nam thang do1 kém, néu khong c6 con nguo1i, bon ching da cé thé dat duoc tién
hoa cuc dai, nhung rat dang tiéc, con ngudi da tién hoa trude ching. Cau thir nghi xem, khi kho khin
d6i kém, con ngudi ciing phai d6i mit voi tinh trang dy, bay s6i du ¢ 1oi hai dén dau ciing sao c6 thé
so dugc véi loai nguoi cling doi khat nhu chiing co chit. Trong lich sur tirng xuat hién nhirng 1ic so61
thanh hoa trén dién tich 16n, 6 tién chung ta da doc hét strc luc ra dé diét trir, gid thi da hiéu ra roi
chir. Vi vay lii s6i chi ¢ thé dirng ¢ so6i di cu, chir khong thé tién hoa thém mot bude nita. Nhung cho
du 13 thé, mudn khéng ché ca mot tap thé rat nhiéu con soi, can ddi cong viée ¢ cac phuong dién khac
nhau, thi cling can ¢4 mot vi thi linh ¢6 muu luge, kién thic, nang luc hanh dong déu vuot xa nhiing
con s6i khac, chinh 13 vua s6i, dugc tat ca bﬁy dan cong nhan.”

Truong Lap ndi: “Vay thi trong dan séi ma ching ta thay kia...”

Gido su Phuong Tan lic dau: “Trong dan soi cac cu trong thdy d6 khong c6 vua soi dau. Trude
tién 1a dan soi chua du sb lugng dé nay sinh tri tu¢ tap thé, chua dat dén mirc c6 thé dot phé rao can tri
tué. Ké d6, néu di cé vua soi, thi dia vi cua n6 13 hét stec siéu nhién, khong can phai tén cong tim kiém
dé nhan dién 1am gi, nhin mot cai 1a thdy ngay... Um, tat nhién, t6i ciing chua thiy bao gid, c6 diéu dai
da s cac chuyén gia déu c6 nhan dinh nhu vay ca. Toi nghi, vi cam gidc ma dan soi ndy mang dén
cho t61 va Cudng Ba, c6 1€ chung 1a bd phan nho ly khai khéi mét dan s61 da san sinh tri tu¢ tap thé,
do may con s6i dau linh dan dau, con muc dich va ké hoach ctia ching 1a gi thi van con phai tién hanh
quan sat siu hon mgi dua ra két luan duoc. Cudng Ba, cdu thiy thé nio?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba git dau: “Toi ciing cho 1a nhu vay. Trong qua trinh chién d4u giita bay s6i va
dan bo Yak, khong théy xut hién mot vi chi huy duy nhét, bon chung chia thanh méy nhém 16n dé trién
khai hanh dong.”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan noi: “Pung rdi, cac cdu ké rang cudi cung khi lang tiéu vang Ién, trén nui
tuyét co da dé dap lai tiéng soi tru ha?”

Nhac Duong git dau: “Da dé 4y chinh 13 yéu tinh tuyét, chi Cuong Nhat Pho Bac bao thé.”



Gi4o su Phuong Tan néi: “0, nguoi tuyét, yéu tinh myét, da nhan, da dé, cac cach go1 déu co ca,
c6 diéu chi ngudi Ha Ba Nhi song trong diy Himalaya va cu dan & diy méi phat am 1a “da dé” thoi.
T6i tirng nghe mot thuyét ndi rang, cach phat am “da dé” nay 1a do ngudi Han luu lai, ngudi Ha Nhi
Ba lai dem n6 dich &mra, vé sau lai dugc dich Am sang nudc ngoai, roi lai dugc dich am nguoc tro
lai mot 1an nira.”

Nhac Duong noi: “Lam sao c6 chuyén do dugc?”

Gido su Phuong Tan mim cuodi: “Cau khong biét sao, & huyén Pat Ma tirng ¢6 mot con dudong co
ndi lién Pai Pudng va Tho Phon, tuong truyén 1a do Van Thanh cong chia hoach dinh xay dung,
ngudi nude Pai Pudng co thé thong qua con dudng ndy ma thang dén Thién Truc, irm, bén ngoai
huyén thanh c6 bia khic bang chir Hin ma. Ciing c¢6 kha ning 1a do ngudi Han chung ta dit tén lam
chir, c¢6 diéu trong sir 1iéu khong thé tim thy dau tich gi ma thoi. Ching toi tirng tim kiém trén dién
rong, cudi cung chi phat hién trong mot cuén tap ky ctia nguoi thoi Tong c6 bai tho Pudng khong dé
tén tac gia nhic dén: Pinh cao nui tuyét; c6 vuon dém gao; tring vira 10 ra; c6 soi hoa theo... Chir
dém gio (da d&) nay co phai chir da ¢é ma nguoi Ha Nhi Ba dich 4m ra hay khong thi chiing tdi khong
thé biét dugc.”

“Co dao Puong — Phién?” Nhac Duong lay 1am ky la ndi: “Gido quan va Ma Bao c6 nhic dén
dau nhi?”

Gido su Phuong Tan noi: “Um, 14 thé nay, con dudng d6 da bién mat tir 1au 1dm roi, ¢ thuyét noi
day 1a dudng do Van Thanh cong chiia xay nén, ciing c6 thuyét bao d6 1a dudng Xich Ton cong chia
da di va dat Tang, nhung dén ngay nay thi ngoai mot tim bia da c6 khac chit Han ra, khong thé tim
duoc mot sir liéu ndo, ciing khong tim thiy ddu vét ctia con dudng ¢ xua Ay nita. Toi doan ching c6
1& 1a vi con duong nay biang qua dai tuyét son, qua thuc hét sirc hiém tré kho di, vay nén str dung chua
duoc bao 1au di bi bo hoang rdi. Chung i ciing tinh cd nghe noi dén khi ¢én huyén Pat M3 1an truée
thoi, dung khong, Cuong Ba?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba gat gat dau: “A, o, chit da dé ay trong tiéng Ha Nhi Ba nghia 1a... nguoi
song trén vach da...” Dong suy tu cua gi bay di rat xa, rat xa, da dé, nguoi song trén vach dé, song
chung véi so1, bd toc Qua Ba... li¢u c6 mdt li€n hé nao do6 hay chang?

Pém hom 4y, Trac Moc Cuong Ba mo mot gidc mo ky quéi. Trong mo, gi dén mot noi giéng nhur
hinh vong cung trén bé mit tring, giita vong vy nii non tring diép 13 mot mit ho phang ling nhu
guong, anh tring hoa tan trong nude ho, tinh t 14p 1anh trén mit ho. Bén by hd, mot dam ngudi mo hd
dang ngdi, ho cao giong ca hat, 101 ca hio hiing phong khoang, nghe tira nhur tiéng goi tir thdi vién cd
xa xam, khién Trac Moc Cuong Ba chot théy nhé nhung, chi muén dén gﬁn ho, cuing cit cao tiéng hat.

Xung quanh nhitng ngudi d6 con c6 rat nhiéu soi, chiing ngdi chdm hdm bén canh moi ngudi,

ngang dau nhin troi cao, cling hoa theo tiéng ca khan khan hao hung Ay ma cat tiéng tru khi cao khi



thap. Tiéng so6i tru khong ngo lai hét strc hai hoa voi tiéng hat, ngoai ra con c6 tiéng con tring, chim
mudng, tiéng gié hoa vao, ciing 1am nén mot ban hop xudng gitra troi dat ménh mang,

Trong khong gian dic biét ay, Trac Moc Cudng Ba cam thdy tu do chua tirng thay, g& bo dugc
nhirng xiéng xich trong 10ng, virt hét phién nio ctia chon thé tuc, tim linh dugc giai phong, co hd nhur

muon theo tiéng ca cat canh bay cao.

Ba ngay sau do, ngoai khu vuc bi bay s6i chiém c, that sy ho khong tim thiy con duong nao khac co
thé 1én nai, doi trudng Hb Duong léy lam buc tirc, dén ca lac nodi chuyén binh thuong, khau khi ctia
anh ciing hét strc ning né cr nhur thé dang méang chiri nguoi ta vay. Trac Moc Cudng Ba ciing dem suy
nghi ctia gido s Phuong Tan néi v6i Lit Canh Nam, tuy ¢ cho rang khao sat dan séi nay khong phai
1a chuyén ho nén quan tim, nhung con duong 1én nai ma doi truéng HO Duong d3 tén cong tim ra thi
lai rat dang di xem thé ndao. Chi c6 diéu, cac déng chi & Cuc Khi tuong mai van chua tinh toan duoc
khi nao thi thdi tiét trén nai thuan 1o, vii khi lai phai doi to1 khi xac dinh xong tho1 gian 1€n nii méi
duoc dua dén, khong cé vii khi, bon ho ciing biét diéu ma khong dén quiy nhidu 1i soi Ay.

Lai thém my ngiy nita qua di, cong tac khao sat vé co ban da két thuc, hang ngay, Lit Canh Nam
dé moi ngudi tip luyén mang vac ning dudi chan ndi, coi nhu 14 huin luyén dé thich tmg v&i moi
truong. Khoang thoi gian ndy dé chiu hon so véi lac di thaim do dia hinh rat nhiéu, it nhat thi budi
chiéu con ¢o nira ngay nghi ngoi. May ngudi bon Trac Moc Cudng Ba thuong dén nha Cuong Nhat
Pho Bac, gi va gido su Phuong Tan vn di quen biét Cwong Nhat Phd Bac tir trudc, chuyén gi cling
n6i duge, néu khong phai dai ban doanh dat ¢ lang Nap Lap, bon ga da ¢ lai ludén nha anh ta roi. Trac
Moc Cuong Ba cling hoi vé gia tdc cua Cuong Nhat Pho Bac, théy ga da biét chuyén, Cuong Nhat Pho
Bac ciing khong tién che gidu nita, git dau thira nhan ludn, vé dai thé ciing noi gidng nhu véi Lat ma A
La. Boi1 trudng Hb Duong thi van nuéi hy vong Cuong Nhat Phd Bac c¢6 thé dan duong cho ho 1én nui,
vi tuy quing duong dén khu vue ¢ mu tuyét khong van dé gi, nhung & ving c6 mu tuyét che phu thi
tinh hinh s& nhu thé nao, khong 1én trén d6 thi khong thé néi duoc. Truong Lap va Nhac Duong thi chi
dén choi, hai anh chang ndy rat thich choi voi Cuwong Lap, dic biét 1a Nhac Dwong, anh cuc ky quy
mén con ché ngao than tring nhu tuyét, hon nita lai con hiéu dugc ¥ nguoi ndy. Pudng Man ciing rat
quy Cuong Lap, vira gip dd yéu thich ngay, nhung khong hiéu vi nguyén nhan gi, Cwong Lap lai chang
budn dé y dén co, dd miy 1an gid tro, hodc cuing Nhac Duong, Truong Lip dua ac, khién co nang
cudng dén d6 lung ca mit 1én. Quan hé ctia Cuong Lap v6i Lit Canh Nam ciing khong duoc t6t 1im, co
lac con nhe nanh mua vudt ra véi co nita, rd rang 1a c6 y 6 mubn do strc v6i cb nang ndy mot phen.
Con Ba Tang va Lat ma A La thi it khi dén, noi ra thi cling la, tir lac dén thon Nap Lap, Ba Tang
thuong xuyén nhin nii tuyét va quang suwong trén dinh nii ma ngdy nguoi ra, c¢é lic con do dan mot luc

rat lau nira. Nhung tir sau khi xdy ra sy viéc kia, moi nguoi déu c6 gang tranh khong lam phién anh ta,



vira hy vong Ba Tang nhé ra dugce gi do, lai s¢ anh ta bénh cii tai phat. Ky thuc, Nhac Duong con phat
hién Truwong Lap ciing co tinh trang twong ti nhu vay, ngay ca lac choi dua v6i Cuong Lap ciling ¢6 thé
thay anh chang ngdy ngudi nhin chim chim vé phia nai tuyét, khong biét 1a dang nghi gi nita.

Két qua du bao cua Cuc Khi tugng cudi cung ciling dugc giri dén, vay 1a quyét dinh cudi ciing vé
ngay thang 1én nti da duoc dua ra, gid thi chi con van dé tuyén duong nita thoi. Vi khi vira dén tay,
gido su Phuong Tan va doi truong HO Duong déu non nong mudn t6i khu vire ctia bay soi xem xét. Liv
Canh Nam din do ba bdn lugt, nhic ca doi cb géng khong lam ton thuong dén 1ii s6i. Du sao thi sd
lugng séi trong 1anh thd Trung Qudc ciing da it dén do dang thuong rdi, udc chirng chi con bang véi
s6 luong lac da mot budu hoang da, it hon cé 1t ghu méo nita.

Khéng ngd, ho con chwra kip xuat phat thi da nhan duoc tin cia Cuong Nhat Pho Bac. “Moi ngudi
khong can mang theo nhiéu vii khi di tim ching nita dau, mang theo céc thiét bi do dac 1a du roi.” Nhin
bon Trac Moc Cuong Ba dang chuén bj hanh trang 1&én duong, Cuong Nhat Phd Bac diém dam noi.

“Gi ha, tai sao?” Truong Lap budt miéng hoi.

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac néi: “Chiing bo di roi, sang sém hom nay t6i di trong thiy.”

“Pi r6i? Pi ¢au?” Lan ndy nguoi cudng 1én 13 gido su Phuong Tan.

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac lac dau: “Khong biét. Hom nay t6i vira tinh dy thi phat hién 1ii clru trong
chudng, chiing da tra lai hét, con thém may con ctru con nita. Cuong Lap ndi vai t6i, né khong cam
gidc thdy mui cua 1 soi du nita, t6i mdi 14y can dam di xem thir. Qua nhién, chung di hét ca r6i, dan
bo Yak ciing di r6i, khong con gi dé lai ca.(1)”

“Pi th6i, mau dan t6i di xem nao!” gido su Phuong Tan di ludng cubng dén ndi rdi rit ca 1én. O
day, nguoi nghién ciru s6i 1au nhat, khat khao dugc quan sat tip tinh sinh song cua dan soi nhat phai ké
dén gido su dau tién, mot co hoi tot nhur vy ma lai vo duyén véi minh, thir hoi lam sao ma 6ng khong
cudng quyt! Gido su Phuong Tan khong mang theo thtr gi, chi deo chiéc may tinh xéch tay rdi kéo
Cuong Nhat Pho Bac di luon. Lir Canh Nam din do méy cau, rdi moi ngudi van mang theo mot sb vii
khi nhe dudi theo phia sau. Ddi truong Ho Duong nira tin nira ngo, mang theo ca bo thiét bj do dac.

Khi bon Trac Moc Cuong Ba tré lai noi 11 s61 va dan bo Yak kich chién, trong long moi ngudi
déu dang 1én mot xic cam boi hoi. Trac Moc Cudng Ba chot thdy trong rong, tya nhu vira danh mat
thr gi, thuc ra, mic du 1{i s6i 4y khién nguoi ta cam thay ghé so, nhung gi van mudn nhin thiy chiing
1an nira. Lii s6i d4 tu tap ¢ phia sau mdt trién nii khéc, noi day gio chi con lai vai bai chat thai cta ca
s6i 1an bo Yak, va thirc dn thira cta soi bo lai nira, tit ca ching da di roi tap thé, ddc ndi d4 cudi lai
khong luu vét chan, nén khong thé biét ching di di vé phuong nio.

Nghi dén cudc chién kich liét cta 14 s6i va dan bo Yak Trac Moc Cudng Ba ting ké véi minh,
cung sur gido hoat va tri tué ctia chiing, gido su Phuwong Tan ctt khong ngirng lac dau. Sao minh lai

khong kién quyét doi dén trude xem thir mot 1an nhi? Tiée qua, tiéc qua 1a tiéc. Ong can than thu thip



dbng phan s6i con vuong lai, khong thdy séi thi mang it phan vé nghién ctru cling duoc. doi truong Ho
Duong thi str dung cac thiét bj do dac, can than giang giai cho Lit Canh Nam vé tuyén dudng 1én nui
ma anh vach ra, cling nhitng van dé can cha y dac biét doc duong. Khi noi dén khu vue mu tuyét, co
may 1an anh liéc sang phia Cuong Nhat Pho Bac. Nhung Cuong Nhat Pho Bac da cb ¥ dimg ¢ chd xa,
chi di theo Trac Moc Cuong Ba va gido su Phuong Tan. Lat ma A La thiy vay, khoe miéng lién né
modt nu cudi than bi.

Poan nguoi roi khéi noi tu tap cia bﬁy o1, luc sép chia tay, Cwong Nhat Pho Bac hoi bon ho bao
gior 1én nui tuyét, Trac Moc Cudng Ba dap: “Ngay mai sé& di.”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac khong hoi gi thém nita. Curong Lap nghe néi Trac Moc Cuong Ba sap di,
lién can chit giu quan gi, khong dé cho di. Trac Moc Cuong Ba ngdi xom xudng, 6m c6 Cuong Lap
noi: “Hi, Cuong Lap xem déy, tao hira roi ma, nhat dinh s& vé thim may, tao ¢6 lam hay khong nao?”

Cuong Lap bat man 1dc dau. Trac Moc Cuong Ba lai noi: “Lan nay, tao lai hira vd1 may, khi nao
tim dugc noi 4y, tao s& nhanh chong trd lai thim may, thé c¢6 duoc khong? Lan nay sé khong dé may
phai doi 1au thé dau! Néi khong chimg, tao con dua vé cho may mot ngudi ban thuc sy nita. Cuong
Lap, nhin tao ddy nay, miy 14 c6 bé ngoan ma, c6 phai khong? May biét ma, tao s& khong gat may dau,
1an nay, tao s& di tim vua ctia chung may... Ngoan ngodn doi tao vé nhé, duoc khong?”

Cuong Lap nghe nhu ntra hiéu ntra khong, tti than cti gam dau xudng, trong mili khot kha khot
khet. Trac Moc Cudng Ba phai khuyén giai mai néi moi chiu thoi. Cwong Nhat Pho Bac dan theo
Cuong Lap dung trén dbc nti nhin bon Trac Méoc Cuong Ba di khéi, nét mat hét st phure tap, hoi 1au
sau moi nghe anh ta n6i voi Cuong Lap: “Ho di roi, ching ta ciing tré vé thoi.”

Trd vé thon Nap Lap, d6i trudng HO Duong lién thuat lai k¥ cang tinh hinh do dac quan tric cua
ngay hdm nay véi moi ngudi, chi ra cac tinh hubng nguy hiém c6 thé xuat hién va cach dé phong nhirng
hiém hoa tyr nhién. Di voi viéc mang theo vii khi 1én nai tuyét, anh to ra khong tan dong cho 1am,
trudc tién la vi riéng bd trang bi budc phia mang theo khi leo nii da nang né 13m rdi, hon nira kha
niang ké dich xuat hién trén ndi tuyét 1a rat thap, néu c6 ngudi thi da phat hién tir mot quing rat xa roi,
thém nira mang theo vii khi co6 thé dan dén mot sd tai hoa ty nhién. Lir Canh Nam thuong luong voi
moi nguoi, roi quyét dinh van chon mot sb vii khi nhe mang theo, phong hoa khi chua xdy ra van hon,
sau do6 co lai ddn do ca ddi di ngt s6m, ngay mai ho s€ c6 ca mdt hanh trinh mang vac nang leo nui.

O thén Nap Lap da may ngay, moi ngudi déu di than quen voi dan lang. Dan ¢ day nhiét tinh hiéu
khach, lai gi61 ca mia, nghe ndi ca doan sép di, con dinh mé tiéc tién dua, nhung bi Litr Canh Nam va
d6i truong H6 Duong tir chéi. doi trudng HO Duong ndi vai Ma Bao, néu mudn chic mirng thi doi khi
ho tré vé chiic mirng ciing chua mudn. Ma Bao tham nghi, néu 1én ndi tuyét, khong biét con co thé tro
vé hay khong nira...

Nghi ngoi trong lang mot dém, hom sau khi tro1 con chua sang, doan nguo1 da vac trén lung nhitng



chiéc ba 16 ning trich tién vé phia dinh nti tuyét. Ban dau d6i truong H6 Duong nghi c¢6 thé thué hai
ngudi Ha Nhi Ba gong ganh ddng may moc, nhung miy nguodi Ha Nhi Ba vira nghe thiy ho mudn 1én
nai Tu Tat Kiét Mac con dang so hon ca dinh Chomolungma thi khong ai chiu di theo nira, déu bao
noi 4y la ving tuyét dia bi ma quy nguyén ria, ngudi nio dén d6 déu khong thé song sot tro vé. Cac
thanh vién trong doi phai cam trai trén sudn nti mot dém, cac thi trang bi cong thém vii khi, thuc su 1a
khong nhe chut nao.

Pi duogc hon mot tiéng dong ho trén con dudng 1én nii ma trdi van chua sang han, Nhac Duong
noi: “Sao phai xuat phat sém vay lam gi chu?”

Poi trudng H6 Duong dap: “Toi di tinh toan ki roi, voi toc dd hién nay cua ching ta, can phai di
hét tbe luc méi c6 thé 1én duge qua lan tuyét trude budi trua, & d6 sé 1a noi dong quan 1am thoi dé
chung ta 1én dinh. Lén dén d6, mudn phuc hoi thé lyc it nhat ciing can nira ngdy méi du.”

Truong Lap ndi: “Khong nghiém trong dén vay chi, ching ta leo thang 1én tir d6 cao nim nghin
mét so voi mue nude bién, lan tuyét & do cao khoang sau nghin mét, cho dui dudng nai xa, khong khi
lodng thi cling dau can dén ntra ngay hdi phuc thé luc chi?”

Ba Tang nhin bau troi dém, tring tron con chua ldn, miy mong nhu tim sa, binh tinh néi: “Dén
chiéu s& c6 gi6 16n.”

Lir Canh Nam ciing n6i: “Bung thé, cac dong chi & Cuc Khi twong noi, budi chiéu gi6 rat 16n, néu
trudc gid trua ma khong thé dén duoc noi dong quan 1am thoi di dinh trude, viée leo tréo budi chiéu
s& khién chiing ta tiéu hao nhiéu thé Iuc hon nita.”

Puong Man nghi hodc 1ap lai: “Gi6 16n 1am a?”

Bon ho déu chua tirng trai nghiém gid trén nui tuyét, gid nhu thé ndo thi goi 13 gid 16n ho cling
chwa c6 khai niém rd rang cho lim.

Poi trudng H6 Duong néi: “Co nhoc, & day khong phai 1a Tir vong Tay phong coc, nd goi 1a Tir
vong T4y phong déi, ca mach nii hudng vé phia TAy Bac dai miy tram cay s6 déu bi bao boc trong
dai gi6 Tay. Nhitng con gié thoc kia vurot qua nii, dén phia bén kia thi gip phai khi ap thap cua cao
nguyén, lién cudn nguoc trd lai, hoan toan khac han vai gid xudng dbc trén cac song bing thong
thuong, d6 tuyét dbi 1a gio 1én déc ddy, chd ching t6i van goi 1a voi rong xoan, khé gidng véi 1ong
quay trong may giat 13 mot kiéu gi6 16¢ theo hudng ngang. Gié thoi thdc tir phia dudi 18n trén, mubn
dtng ciing khé ¢ thé ding cho vitng dugc, du dung trai kiéu kén tam ciling khong thé chong d& lai thé
gi6 Ay duoc, trir phi c¢6 thé d¢én noi dong quan 1am thoi da dinh trude kip lac, bang khong rat c6 thé
ngay tir dudi chan ni chiing ta d bi thoi cho tan dan xé nghé d6.”

Hién gid van con & chan ndi tuyét, ca doan déu ddc hét toc luc bing qua nhitng con déc day co,
trang lang sao mo, sic trdi sang dan 1én, tinh than ctia moi ngudi ciing dan dan kha hon.

Gi6 som 1anh lanh phit vao mit 1am tinh than sang khoai, khong khi dic biét thanh tan, hit sdu mot



hoi, tua nhu c6 bac ha trong mi¢ng, mat dén tan phé phu, tiéng con trung an trong dam co khong ngung
khong nghi, khi cao khi thép, rat c6 Am diéu, khi thi nhu tiéng huyén cAm trAm Am thiét tha, lic lai nhu
tiéng dan tranh cao vt voi voi. Phia Nam ring nii, tinh ti van con chua khuAt han, 4nh sao 14m tAm
1ap 16e nhu nhitng vién bao thach, mdt vang tring sang 1§ nira mit ra trong ang may, cham rai chim
xuéng phia sau dinh nii phia TAy, vira ding lac trong nhu mdt hat minh chiu kham trén dinh ndi, 4nh
trang diu dang phan chiéu 1én nui tuyét tira anh sang ctia chu than phd chiéu khip mit ¢it ménh mang,
Vio thoi khic 0, trang xoa 1a tuyét trén nii, tring sang 1én chinh 1a vang nguyét trong may kia.

Pi t&i lung chirng ndi thi tring d4 13n vé Tay, thay vao d6 1a rang may ruc rd hién ra phia troi
Pong. Phia sau ring nii sang bung 1én, noi chan trdi bi tich ra mot quang sang hinh cung rd rét, nhitng
rang miy bay sac dun 1én, tip trung phia trén ring nai trip trung, tra nhu trim loai chim cing té tuu vé
chau chim phuong. Nhiing dai 4nh sang ay bién hoa hét sirc khac thuong, luc nhu cudi rong ngy gio
ngu swong, ltc lai nhu ca chép vugt bién, co luc lai gidng chim ung bat thd, hay thién md hoanh
khéng, mau sic diém 18 phi pham, do nhu hong bao thach, trang nhu ngoc md dé, lam thi nhu bau troi
xanh ngit, luc thi nhu ddng c6 ménh mang, qua 1a thién cong tao hoa, khién nguoi ta luu luyén quén ca
16i vé, tAm trang ciing thong sudt va thu gidn hon nhiéu. Trong nhitng rdng miy sic mau ruc r& Ay, vang
hong tir tir dang 1én, m&i dau con nhu mot tiéu cd nuong hay xau ho, gio dan ti ba 1én che khuat nira
mit, chi dé 16 ra mot nira nhd ctia khudn mit, sic do bung bung, nguong ngung then thung khong dam
ra ngoai. Moi ngudi déu khéng cam 1ong duoc ma dirng bude, sing s ding trén lung ching nai doi
mat tro1 1€n, tAm trang éy, tua ho nhu doi cha ga con md v& vo tring chui ra, tran déy niém vui va su
kich dong nhu khi ching kién mot sinh mang mdi sap c6 mat trén doi ndy. Vang hong mdi nhi khong
hé chéi 16a, anh sang 6n nhuan mém mai nhu ngoc, than quang déu thu vao bén trong, nhung lai an
chira strc manh vo cung vo tan. N6 chdm chim ging strc dang 1én cao, tirng chut, tirmg chat, mot cai
mam bang huyét ngoc tir tir thanh hinh giita nhitng dinh ndi sting strg, mdy mu bén phrong tam hudng
déu ty vé triéu kién nhu mudn sao chiu quanh vang nguyét, tung birng hoan ca dé chiic mirng ngon
ngudn ctia van vt trong troi dat lai mot 1an nira xuat hién. Cubi ciing, vang hong ay ving 1én manh mé,
tira nhu dua chin rung cudng, chim non pha v& vo trimg, hoan toan thoat khoi dudng chan trdi hinh
thanh boi diy nai non nhip nhé tring diép, twa nhu canh chim thoat khoi 16ng tung bay cao vut; toc do
dang 1én ctia vang dwong cling dan ting, chi trong khoanh khic anh sang choi ngdi da phu xudng mit
dat bao la, ca ngon nai tuyét than thanh ciing khé run 18n trudc uy nghi y! Mit dat kién thanh cti dau
khudt phuc, nhitng con gi6 dang thoa strc tung hoanh giira nai non bong dung lang di, cam giac 4m ap
bao boc toan thin mdi ngudi, khién mot chut mét moi cung tat thay ndi u vét kho chiu trong tam thurc
déu tan bién. Do 1a ngué)n anh sang da tao nén van vat ching sinh, dé la sudi nguén cua moi thir luc
luong, do6 1a vi chaa té chan chinh cua ca tinh hé nay! Moi ngudi khong sao hiéu ndi, canh mat troi

trén nii tuyét nay cd diém gi khac voi nhitng noi khac, tai sao lai khién tam trang cua minh xao dong



dén thé, cam giac xung dong chi mudn khoc da 1én ma quy xudng béi lay ay khdi ngudn tir noi nao?
Nhit thoi, thién dia déu chim trong tinh ling, chi c6 quang sang chéi 1oa dang chim chi quan sat van
vét no téa chiéu, khong phin chinh ta, khéng c6 ding sai, tir thud hang c6 nd da ton tai, réi mai mai vé
sau no ciing van bung chay nhu thé, d6i véi no, con nguo1 chi [a mot loai ching sinh trén mat d4t ménh
mang nay, cling hén mon nho bé, ciing chi 1a mot thir ky sinh vat séng trén than thé dong loai ctia nd,
dia cau.

Lang ngét mdt hoi 1au, khong ai néi gi, tAm trang mdi ngudi modi khac, co hao hung, co then thung,
c6 kinh ngudng, ¢o ty ti. Mang theo tim trang phtrc tap la thuong, Lat ma A La 1a nguoi dau tién xoay
lai; may nguoi Trac Moc Cudng Ba, Pudng Man van ding ban than ¢ d6. Lir Canh Nam lanh ling
phat ra m¢nh 1¢nh: “Tiép tuc tién 1én.”

1. That tiéc khi lin nay ddi ctia Lt Canh Nam da b6 16 co hoi rit ngén hanh trinh tim Bac Ba La cta ho.



Canh ctra D1a nguc

D01 trudng Hb) Duong ngoanh lai, chua di duoc méy buéc di dot nhién tron méit ha he mi¢ng ra,
ngang dau ngude nhin dinh nii ma khong thdt 1én dugc tiéng nao. Truong Lap dimg bén canh anh ciing
ngudce nhin theo, chi thay trén vach nai tuyét, trén doc ndi tra nhu miéng bach ngoc khong 16 khong ti
vét éy dot nhién xuat hién mot dai lua do nhu mau, khong khac nao dai that lung trén tam vay tréng cua
nir thin nti tuyét, n6i bat ma tuyét diém dén la ky, sdc do ruc nhu mudn nhd mau ra, lai toan 1én ca vai
phan bi an yéu di. Truong Lap chi 1én dinh nai kéu toang: “Nhin xem! Nhin kia! D6 13 gi thé?”

Nhac Duong ciing kinh ngac thot 1én: “Vira ndy lam gi c6 ma, chuyén gi thé nhi? C6 phai rang miy
bay qua khong?”

Puong Man reo vang: “Dep qua! My 1& qua, mau sdc ndy, mau sic ndy that 1a...”

Gido su Phuong Tan noi: “Khong phai rang miy, miy va tuyét c6 gan nhau dén may ciing khong
thé thé duoc. L& nao! L& nao 1a...”

Poi trudng H6 Duong gio mdi cat tiéng: “Huyét tuyét (tuyét dé nhu mau), d6 13 huyét tuyét day!
LAn nay xuat hanh that dung 13 hong bét roi.”

Vira nghe thdy “huyét tuyét”, moi ngudi déu suc tinh. Huyét tuyét va ky van (may nhu 14 ¢d) ciing
13 nhitng canh sac ky la hiém thdy ¢ viing nai tuyét cao nguyén, nhung ¥ nghia khéc han nhau, ky van
trang muén nhu chiéc khin Hada 1a tuwong trung cia may min cét tuong; huyét tuyét lai ngdm am chi tai
nan, bi dan Tang coi 12 diém chang lanh. C6 luc ¢ lung chirng ndi, gitta man tuyét trang ngan bong
dung xuat hién mot quang d6 nhu mau, ngudi ta goi 1 huyét tuyét, nhung lai gan thi khong thiy gi nira,
chuyén nhu thé bon Trac Moc Cudng Ba chi mdi nghe néi thoi chir chua tin mat ching kién bao gio.
Giai thich theo quan dém khoa hoc, huyét tuyét nay c6 18 ciing giéng nhu cau vong hodc o anh, thudc
loai hién twong chiét xa quang hoc, con tai sao hién tugng nay lai xuét hién & gitra tﬁng tuyét, déng
thoi mdi khi xut hién thuong kém theo cac hién twrong tu nhién mang tinh chét phé hoai nhu tuyét 16,
cudng phong thi tam thdi dén nay van chura c6 cach giai thich ndo xac dang.

Poi trudng H6 Duong kién nghi: “Huyét tuyét xuat hién, thoi tiét s& bién doi. Toi cam thiy, ching
ta nén tr& vé thon lang dudi chan nai, chon mot thot co khac dé 1én dinh thi dam bao hon.” Anh hudng
vé phia Lir Canh Nam dang xay lung lai véi minh hoi, “Thé nao?”

L& Canh Nam ngoanh lai, khe khé lac dau, kién dinh ndi: “Lan nay ching ta budc phai 1én dén
dinh, co hoi chi c6 mdt 1an thoi. Khéng thé khong nghi rong ra duoc, ¢ vung chiu anh hudng cua dai
gi6 Tay ndy, mdi ndm tir dau thang Nam dén gitra thang Chin 14 nula mura, gié mua Pong Nam manh s&

gy mua 16n kéo dai, may mu khip noi, bang tuyét sut 16 vo thudng, khi hau rat khic nghiét. Khoang



trung tuan thang Mudi mot dén trung tuan thang Hai nim sau, lai bi ludng khong khi lanh Tay Bac
khdng ché, nhiét do co thé ha xudng dén 4m 60 d6 C, nhiét do trung binh 1a khoang 4m 40 do C dén
khoang 4m 50 do C, tbc do gid cao nhit c6 thé dat 90 mét/gidy. Tir dau thang Ba dén cudi thang Tu, 1a
mila xuan, mia qua do tir mia gid sang mia mua, con tir dau thang Chin dén cudi thang Mudi 14 mia
thu, miia qua d6 tir miia mua sang mua gi6. Trong khoang thoi gian ndy méi c6 thé xuat hién thoi tiét
twong dbi tot. Vi vy mdi nodi, néu 1an nay khong thé 1én dinh nai, ching ta s& phai doi thém mot nim
nira, bat ké 1a nha nude hay 1a ban than ching ta cling déu khong thé doi 1au nhu vay dugc. Thém nita,
thong tin ctia Cyc Khi twong rat rd rang, gin day ting may khi quyén rat binh hoa, chic s& khong tu tap
& gan dai nti nay(1), day 1a co hoi tot nhat dong thoi ciing 14 co hoi duy nhat ctia chiing ta. Mic du néi
c6 diém la, duong phia trudc chua rd ra sao, nhung ching ta ciing khong thé mao hiém phen nay.”

Truong Lap ciing 1én tiéng ung ho: “Khong sao, ¢6 1an ndo ma ching ta khéng mao hiém dau.”

Poi trudng H6 Duong nhin bong lung Lit Canh Nam thim nhii: “Qué nhién 13 c6 chuyén gi d6
khéng thé kéo dai duoc nita 42"

Khong ngd, mdi chi di duge thém hai tiéng dong ho nira, thé gid trén doc nui dot nhién 16n han,
tua nhu mot buc tuwdng chén trudc mit chin dimg budc tién cua cac thanh vién trong doi. Nhac Duong
cudng quyt hét toang 1én: “Khdong phai néi dén chiéu mdi co gio6 a? Sao gio da co roi thé nay?”

Poi truong H6 Duong lac dau: “Huyét tuyét, day chinh 13 huyét tuyét day!”

Lir Canh Nam noi: “Néu cir tiép tuc tién 1én nhu thé nay, chi s¢ dén duoc noi dong quan 1am thoi,
thé luc cua ching ta di tiéu hao can kiét rdi, ngiy mai khong thé tiép tuc 1én dinh, c6 cach nao hay
khong, d6i truong H6?”

Poi trudng H6 Duong ndi: “Phuong an hai ma t6i qua ching ta d dinh ra, noi dong quan 1am thoi
con lai & dau?”

Lit Canh Nam hudng vé phia gié 10n, trai tim ban d6 xudng dat, 1y da dé 1én: “Anh xem...”

boi trudng Hb Duong xem ban dd, doan néi v4i Lit Canh Nam: “Dung vé tinh dan duong, nhod
cac dong chi bén Cuc Khi trong va Cuc Dia chat hiép tro, ching ta phai di vong tranh con gid nay.
Phia trén 1an tuyét, leo tréo s& kho khin gip muoi 1an bay gio, khong thé tiéu hao thé lwc mot cach vo
nghia & day thé nay dugc.”

Doc duong, Lit Canh Nam dung vé tinh dinh vi ddn duong, dong thoi khong nging lién lac v6i thé
gidi bén ngoai bang dién thoai di dong. Khu vire gin ddy Himalaya ndy c6 mot diém tot 13 thé, vé tinh
phu song, dién thoai di dong c6 tin hiéu, ¢ thé giir 1ién lac voi thé gidi bén ngoai.

Cubi cung, nhd o su giup d& ctia hé thong dinh vi vé tinh, cac chuyén gia phan tich ban d6, nhin
vién quan triac khi tuong va cac nha dia chat hoc, moi ngudi da tim duoc mot chd co thé gi6 trong dbi
yéu & mot cai khe phia Nam ngon nti. Pay von 1a mot manh dat bang phang, nhung ¢ gitra nhu bi

ngudi khong 16 nio d6 dung thia mac di mot miéng, dién tich ciing khong 16n 1dm, con gid 16¢ ludt qua



bén trén khe nai, it nhat thi cling c6 thé dung trai mot cach on dinh, day chinh la no1 dong quan 1am
thoi s6 hai cta ho.

Léu ctia ho 14 18u con tim chuyén dung ¢ cac vung dia cuc, thoat nhin trong nhu nira con tim nam
ngang trén mit dat. Loai 1éu ndy bén trong c6 muoi sau dinh chdt, bén ngoai lai c¢6 thém bon day cap
gia c0, khién no c6 thé cd dinh hét strc chic chin, bat ké 1a gi6 thoi theo hudng nao ciing ngin duoc.
Quan trong hon nita 13, n6 str dung nguyén liéu mang mong dugc cuong hda gdm hai 16p dang t6 ong
duoc bom day khong khi, cong thém ngoai hinh vé tim, khién 1&u c6 thé chéng d& duge da lan va tuyét
16 binh thuong. O moi truong dia cuc, gié manh cé thé thoi cho nhitng tang d4 to bang cai thot lan 1ong
16¢ khip noi, 1éu bat binh thudng dung phai 13 thing 16 ngay, chi c6 loai 1éu con tim ndy méi chong d&
dugce. O Nam Cuc, tram khao sat khoa hoc cta Trung Quéc cling c6 hinh dang kiéu con tam nhu thé
ndy, c6 diéu dé ting thém dién tich st dung, tram khao sat di duoc xdy dung trong giéng mot ci thing
sat chon mot nira dudi long dat hon.

Léu bat trong dbi thap, phai khom nguoi, cong lung mdi chui vao duge, giéng nhu 14 chui vao cai
tai ngl c¢& 10n vay, thong thudng mot 18u nim duoc bén nguoi, nhung mudn ndi 1tra ndu com hay 1am
céc viéc gi khac thi phai ra ngoai. Ho bac ndi cao ap ¢ sat vach khe nai, noi niy rat cao so vdi muc
nude bién, ap suat khong khi thap, khong ding ndi cao ap thi khong thé ndu chin dugc thirc an, dén dun
nuée ciing khong thé sdi. An qua loa bita trura, cac thanh vién trong doi lai bat dau ban ron, ho phai
quan sat do dac hudng gio, tbe do gio, tinh hinh tu tan cta tAng miy, quan tric dia hinh, xac dinh tuyén
duong cua ngiy hom sau, kiém tra nude tuyét tan, quan sat hoan canh xung quanh va tham thuc vat moc
trén dat. Vi doi ctia bon ho nhan duoc nhiéu sy gitp d& tir nhiéu phia khac nhau, nén trong khi Lix
Canh Nam lién hé vo&i bén ngoai, nhirng noi nay cling nhd ho gitip quan trac sy thay d6i khi hau va
hoan canh tai thuc dia. Gio d3 cdm trai & lung chirng nai, ho vén ciing chuan bi do dac quan tric diéu
kién thoi tiét va dia 1y dé chudn bi day di cho hanh trinh 1én dinh ngdy hom sau, vy nén ciing tién thé
nhan 161 luon.

“Hudng gi6, Dong Nam chéch vé phia Tay, gi6 1én dbc.”

“Tbc do gio, 15 mét/gidy, dang dan ting toe.”

“Nhiét d§, am 2 do C, qua trua nhiét dJ s€ tiép tuc ha thép.”

“Khi ap, 56,466 kPa (1 kilopascal = 0,01at; vay khi 4p & d6 chi bang nira diéu kién tiéu chuan).”

“Tham thuc vt bé mit, hién nay c6 thé thay tuyét lién hoa, tam chi phurong mao ctc, con co... mot
s6 thuc vat ho duong xi vo danh.”

“Hién nay, ching t6i dang ¢ dudi lan tuyét, vi tri ndy thudc ting dat dong cung, di 1ay xong mau
dat, tiép sau day s¢ do dac kha nang thoat khi, hoat tinh xtic tac, luong vi sinh vat, sinh vat, lugng
khoang cacbon hitu co, luong dam, d6 axit kiém. .. Bén trén lan tuyét, nhin bang mat thuong thi udc

chirng khoang ba cay sd 1 vao tang pht tuyét, nim cay sb 1a vao pham vi bao phu ctia mu tuyét. Trude



miat van chua rd tinh hinh trén dinh ndi ra sao, mu tuyét dang khong ngtng 1an xubéng duéi, dén chiéu
udc ching c6 thé 14n xubng thém nim trim mét nira.”

“Chat nudc 1a thé nao...”

Dudi su chi dan cta cac chuyén gia, cac sb liéu déu duoc bao vé. Tinh hinh xung quanh thi duoc
gido su Phuong Tan va Nhac Duong dung thiét bi thu hinh chup lai, tam tho1 khong thé sir dung mang
khong day truyén dan, sau khi xudng nti méi giri di dugc.

Ban ron ca ngay, dén khi mit troi gan 1dn xudng dai nti dang TAy moi ngudi méi hoan thanh cac
cong viéc diéu tra co ban. Lic niy toc d gio da ting 18én ti 22 mét/gidy, nhiét dd giam xudng con 4m
15 do, ma day moi chi 1a ving phu can bén dudi 1an tuyét, cac thanh vién trong doi it nhiéu ciing déu
c6 chuan bi tAm 1y sin sang cho hanh trinh 1én dinh ngay hom sau.

Gi6 trong khe nui twong d6i nhe nhang, lai co bép ltra 4m ap, an xong com tbi, ca ddi ngdi vay
quanh bép lira. Lt Canh Nam tuyén b6 v6i moi ngudi: “Theo thong tin tir cic dong chi bén Cuc Khi
twong, ngdy mai thoi tiét tiép tuc quang dang, khong c6 ddm may ndo c6 anh hudng dén hanh dong lan
ndy cua chiing ta hinh thanh & khu vire xung quanh day, toc do gio va hudng gid déu twong dwong hom
nay. Moi ngudi hiy nghi ngoi cho tot mot dém, thanh cong hay khéng déu nam ca & 1an nay do. Co
diéu, trudc mat ching ta van con chua nim rd dugc tinh hinh bén trong khu vire bi mu tuyét bao phi,
day ciing 1a moi nguy 16n nhat ma ching ta phai doi mat.”

Thay khong khi hoi ning né ngdt ngat, doi trudong H6 Duong 1a ngudi ¢ kinh nghiém din doi
phong pht, lién hé hio moi ngudi: “Hiém cé ltc moi ngudi tu tip thé nay, dé t6i chic tit ca ngdy mai
thanh cong 1én dén dinh nai trude nhé. Nao, moi nguo1 cung hat mot bai di, tht ca chic mung mot
phen, i bat nhip cho, chic chan bai niy ai cling biét...”

Khoéng khi trong trai 1ap tirc s6i ndi han 1én. Pa sb nhitng nguoi ¢6 mit hom nay déu tirng chung
hoan nan, dff)ng sinh cOng tir, hét 1an nay dén 1an khac dit nhau bo ra khoi vong tay thin Chét, mdi
nguoi déu hiéu ré va gilr vig mot niém tin rang, bat ké phia trudc cé bao nhiéu hiém nguy khé nhoc,
bat ké s& gip phai ngdn tré thé ndo, bon ho ciing s& hét 1an nay dén lan khic cing nhau bo ra khoi vong
tay Ttr than.

Poi trudng H6 Duong mé dau, Puong Man ciing rat c6 ning khiéu vin nghé, hat maa déu rat hay,
giong hat cua Trac Moc Cudng Ba khong ngo ciing rat c6 stre thu hit, ca Truong Lap va Nhac Duong
déu vo tay khen hay réi rit. K& ca ngudi xua nay chua ting c6 dinh dap gi dén van nghé nhu Lat ma A
La ciing bi huy dong ding 18n, hat mot bai kinh tiéng Phan, chi ¢6 minh Ba Tang 12 chi cuoi khay lanh
lung, mot minh ding & cira khe ndi ngudc nhin ngon ndi tuyét.

Poi trudng H6 Duong ké cho moi nguoi nghe nhitng trai nghiém ctia minh khi di khao sat khoa
hoc, giong ké truyén cam, than thai trén mat cling hét strc sinh dong, dén chd hép dan moi nguoi déu

nin thd cham chu léng nhe, chd nao tirc cudi lai khién tit ca pha 1én cuodi1 ha ha. Nhac Duong da dugce



nghe nhirng chuyén nay trudc, khi tinh y phat hi¢n ra Ba Tang dang dirng mt minh & cura khe nti, bén
len 1én roi khoi dong ltra, dén bén canh anh ta hoi: “Sao thé? Anh Ba Tang! Khong qua n6i chuyén véi
moi nguoi a?”

Ba Tang cudi lanh lting: “T6i thich & ddy mot minh, cau khong can phai dé y 1am gi.”

Nhac Duong noi: “Cé phai thiy ndi tuyét, anh lai nhd ra diéu gi khong?”

Ba Tang lic dau: “Khong. Nam d6 khi bon toi vuot qua dai gié Tay ndy, toan bd déu di phia trén
1an tuyét ca, gio tuyét md mit, khong thé nhan biét phuong hudng, ngodi ndi tuyét ra thi cin ban chang
thay gi hét.”

“0.” Nhac Duong biét Ba Tang thich quanh qué mot minh, dang chuan bi tré lai chd moi ngudi
bén déng lira, chot lai nghe Ba Tang néi: “Swong mu...”

Nhac Duong ngang dau nhin, nui tuyét mo mit bao boc quanh dinh nai chinh tréng nhu mot cay
nam khong 10, hai dinh phu hai bén ciing it nhiéu bj hoi mo che khuat, lién 1am bam héi: “Suong mu
lam sao chu?”

Ba Tang khang dinh: “Swong mu dang rat di.”

“Ha, khong phai chtr,” Nhac Duong kinh ngac néi, “dén tdi gi6 thdc cang manh hon ma, suong mu
phai 16n hon mé1 dung chu?”

Ba Tang lac dau: “Tdi ¢ day quan sat nira tiéng dong ho roi, dung 13 swong mu dang lui. Toi nghi,
dén nira dém nay khang dinh 1a s& c6 thu hoach bat ngo.”

Nhac Duong voi dem tinh hinh ndy bao lai voi Lit Canh Nam. L&t Canh Nam va gido su Phuong
Tan, d6i trudng H6 Duong thuong luong mdt hdi, cam thiy ciing c6 kha ning nay, bén 1ap tirc sap xép
cho hai anh chang tré tudi Nhac Duong, Truong Lap nghi ngoi, chuan bi tién hanh quan sat luc ntra
dém, ca Latma A La cling vao 1éu nhdp dinh.

Pén nira dém, Lat ma A La danh thirc hai ngudi day, roi cting ra khoi 18u quan sat. Vang nguyét
sang treo lo Itmg giita tang khong, gié nai lanh budt, ngon ndi tuyét von bi swong mil md mit bao phu
kia khong ngo da vén tAm sa mong che mat 1én, dé 16 ra ban lai dién muc. Ba nguo1 hit nguoc vao mot
hoi khi lanh, dung mao that sy ciia ngon nui tuyét kia that dir ton chéng khac nao ac quy, qua khong
then v6i danh xung nit than Tu Tat Kiét Mac, hai dinh phu va dinh chinh hop thanh mét chiéc chia ba,
tong cong cd ba tuyén duong doc co thé 1én dinh chinh, 46 dc cia mdi tuyén dudng déu vao khoang
g::in hodc hon 75 d0, khién ca ngon nii tuyét Tu Tat Kiét Mac nay trong nhu mot chiéc chudng c6. O
lung chirng ni, mot ludi bang khong 16 1iém ngang qua, dn lem ca vao ba tuyén dudng db, dong thoi
do chiu anh hudng cua gié thdc quanh nim, nén bi cat vun toi bdi, cac khe bing hét nhu nhirng vét dao
chém tung hoanh ngang doc, den ngon sau khong thdy day, mubn 1én duoc dinh nai thi budc phai bang
qua khu vuc khe bang chang chit ay. Gié thdc thoi khién tuyét dong noi lung chirng ndi cudn cudn tung
bay mu troi, nhung gio ciing khién tuyét trén dinh ndi chit 1én tira nhu mai hién, noi tuyét day nhat thi



giong nhur mot tan nAm cao vuot han 1én, 1am thanh cai nim chudng trong giéng dau ngudi. Dudi 4nh
tring am dam, ca ngon nui tuyét hét nhu mot bong u linh khodc 4o choang, tirng déng tuyét dong chinh
1a cai miéng khong 16 dang ngoac ra ctia nd, va cai miéng nay cé thé ngdm lai bat cr liic ndo. Giira khu
vuc khe bang chang chit va dong tuyét dang nhur cdy nam trén dinh nui, 16 ra mot khoang vach da tran,
vira nhin d4 biét toan da 1dm chdm chit chong, bé mit trong nhur rudng ngay kho han, chéc chdc lai ¢o
tang da 1on bi gi6 thoi the 1én, nhin tir xa khéng biét 1a d bi ving di noi nio.

Ba ngudi 1an luot nhin vao dm nhom, khong ai néi ning gi, sau cting, chi ¢6 Nhac Duong thét 1én:
“Ngon niii nay ma cling leo 1én dugc sao?”

Lat ma A La lac dau. Chua noi chuyén khac, chi riéng nhirng khe bang nirt todc kia thoi, néu khong
ding cong cu thi cin ban khong thé vuot qua dugc. Con ca nhitng dong da chit chdng d6 nita, dén da
con bi thoi 1an qua 1an lai am m, dai gié TAy dang s Ay lam sao ma vugt qua duge day? Du cho c6
vuot qua duoc ching nira, thi van con cai déng tuyét nhu mil nam trén cao kia, dirng néi 13 16n tiéng
no6i chuyén, so rang budc chan hoi manh mdt chit ciing dt khién nd ap xudng roi, khi Ay thi 1a tuyét sap
chir khong phai tuyét 1o dau!

Truong Lap diéu chinh dng kinh may anh, can moi néi: “Ca ba con dudng déu phai di xuyén qua
ving khe bang va dai gi6 T4y, con déng tuyét trén dinh ni kia thi & doc phia Nam va phia Bic d& hon
mot chat, chi hon mot chat thdi. Pang so that, qua 1a dang so, chang trach xua nay chua c6 ai 1én dinh
ngon nii ndy tir phia bién gidi Trung Qudc ca.”

Nhac Duong noi: “Con mot diém rat quai di, tai sao dén khuya mu tuyét lai tan di nhu vay nhi? Vi
nhiét d¢ qua lanh a?”

Truong Lap lac dau: “Khong biét, dé mai hoi anh Ba Tang xem.”

Lat ma A La noi: “Ghi lai hét ca chua? Chiing ta ciing vé nghi thoi, ngdy mai dé ho xem lai nhitng
hinh 4nh ndy, moi ngudi cung nghi cach. Chang. .. 6i...”

Sang sém hom sau, luc moi nguoi budc chan ra khoi 1éu thi miy mu swong tuyét trén dinh nai
chua ty lai hét, van con 1o md nhin thay nhitng khe rinh chang chit trén bang. Nhin dong anh va phim
Truong Lap chup, khong ai noi dugc cau nao. Pén ca nguoi co kinh nghiém & ving dia cuc phong phu
nhu doi trudng HO Duong ciing cam thiy chuyén niy hét strc hoc bua, ddi mit voi nhirng khe bing
rong toac nhu vo s6 cai miéng khong 10 dang hé hoc ay, anh cin ban khong thé dinh ra tuyén duong nao
duoc. Nhac Duong quay sang hoi Ba Tang: “Anh Ba Tang, sao anh biét dén dém mu tuyét sé tan di
thé?”

Ba Tang noi: “Khong biét, t6i chi dua ra két luan dua vao quan sat tho1 gian dai thoi, rot cudc 13
tai sao thi t6i cling khong rd. Poi trudng Ho6 Duong va may ngudi nita chang phai di noi 1 co6 kha
ning ndy hay sao, c6 khi ho biét nguyén nhan day.”

Nhac Duong nghi hodc nhin sang phia doi truong H6 Duong. Anh nay lién gat dau: “Chung tdi cho



rang, mu tuyét kia khong don thuan chi cé tuyét, ma con cé ca suwong mu thue su nira.”

Nhac Duong ngac nhién thét 1én: “Khong thé ndo chir, trén dinh ndi tuyét lam gi ¢ mura, nude
dong déu déng cimg thanh bang ca, 1iy dau ra hoi suong thue su chir?”

Poi truong H6 Duong ndi: “Chung t6i nghi nhu thé niy, néu 1 noi tirng c6 mot ddm ngudi cu tri,
chic chan phai c6 nguon nuée, tuyét dong trén nii tuyét ndy tan ra c6 thé giai quyét dugc van dé ngudn
nude; sau d6 1 c6 mot khe nui trong ddi bang phang, nhiét 6 trong khe ndi cao hon trén bé mét nui
tuyét rat nhiéu, ban ngdy anh mit troi chiéu vao 1am hoi nude bdc 18n, 16n dén bé mit nai tuyét thi lai
gip phai khong khi lanh, vay 14 hinh thanh hoi mu day dic, dén t6i nhiét do giam xudng, khong con hoi
nude bbe 1én nira, swong mu kia tyr nhién ciing tan di thoi. Gio 16¢ cta dai gié Tay don tuyét thanh hinh
ndm nhu thé kia, thé nén mu tuyét thuc ra khong ndi rd cho 1am. Gido quan Lit Canh Nam ciing nghi
gidng nhu t6i vay.”

Lit Canh Nam gt dau: “Gio tinh hinh phia trudc da rd rang roi, & ddy thao luan ciing khong ra két
qué gi dau, chung ta dén d6 roi s& phan tich cy thé dua trén tinh hudng cu thé luon. Dé tranh gi6 thdc
thoi chinh dién, ching ta s& leo 1én tir swdn nai phia Nam, néu qua thuc khong thé 1én duoc, thi sé tir
trong son cc bam mit bing leo 1én vay.”

Buoi sang som, vi ap suat khong khi chiu 4nh hudng tir vong quay cua trai dat, sirc gié qua nhién
yéu hon trong ngay rat nhiéu, nhung noéi chung van rat manh. Cac thanh vién trong doi muon gio tro
stre, toc d6 tréo dbe con nhanh hon binh thudng di dudng nui, ching may d3 vuot qua lan ranh tuyét.
Trén duong di vuot qua mat Nam cua ngon nii, ho phat hién thém mdét khe nira. Cai khe nay so voi khe
ndi noi ho tra dém qua thi 16n hon rat nhiéu, bén ngoai dudng nhu da hinh thanh mot vong lap hét stc
quéi di ctia gi6, mdi 1an chi c6 mot chut gié nhe thoi vao bén trong. Nhung diéu khién cac thanh vién
trong nhom dirng lai chup anh, 13 hai cai gid M2 Ni rat 16n trong khe nti dy, ¢& phudn don gid tung
bay phan phat. Go Ma Ni do v6 s6 tang d4 trang chat 1én c¢6 thé néi 14 kién trac nhin tao duy nht trén
ngon nii ndy, nhitng tang da cau nguyén & tang dudi ciing da bi phong héa qua nira, phai mat bao nhiéu
thoi gian m6i khién tang da bi con gié yéu nhu thé phong hoa kia chir. Con nhitng ting d4 cau nguyén
phia trén cting van con anh 18n sic son do6 mai, ching to ¢ day van c6 ngudi dén quy bai.

Cang khién nguoi ta kinh ngac hon nita 13, trén nhitng tang da cau nguyén ay khong khic Luc tu dai
minh chd nhu thudng thay, ma 13 cac ky hiéu co xua clia nguoi Tang, chic rang dén ca ngudi khic ra
chung ciing chang con biét nhitng ky hiéu ndy mang ¥ nghia gi ntra r6i, nhung ho van cir khic hét stic
chuin x4c. Vay la, trong mét doi leo nai dic biét nay lién xut hién vé sd tang da tréng chét thanh hai
g0 M Ni to tudng, bén trén mdi ting da déu khac thanh nhitng ky hiéu chuyén tai thong diép: “Ké nao
budc qua cira nay, phai tir bo tat thay hy vong.”

1. Thyc té & nudc ta da chimg t6 khong thé hoan toan tin vao Cuc Khi tuong dugc.



Khe bang nut

Ngudi am hiéu vin hoa Ty phuong 12 Trac Moc Cudng Ba 1ap tirc hiéu ra “Canh cira Dia nguc”
ma Pudng Tho kéu gao 4y rét cude 1a chi noi ndo. Ga khong hiéu ddy 14 tinh cd xao hop hay 14 ky
tich, chi biét 1a luc nay, khi dimg & chon ddy, ga da cam nhan duoc nd mot cach sau sac. Ngang dau
nhin l€n, phia sau Canh ctra Dia nguc, khe bang nirt tra nhu 16i vao chén u minh, v6 s6 con ma tha ha
miéng rong ngoac, dgi cho nhitng linh hdn bi can xé roi xudng, gié nai phat ra nhirng tiéng rit gao nghe
nhu loai ma quy dang gim thét, khién ngudi ta khong khoi run ray hdi hing; xoay nguoi nhin lai, chi
thay nti non nhap nhé trung diép, toat 1én mot vé dep quyén rii nhu thuc nit dudi anh tring diu dang,
canh vat 6ng anh 1én mét sic luc pha 1an anh bac nhu bao ngoc, khap trdi tinh ti hoa cling vang nguyét
nhay mia hoan ca. G 1ap tirc trao 16n mot cam gic, noi ndy that 1 yén tinh xiét bao, chi c¢6 ngon gid
dén ty chén thién dudng dang ve vudt bén canh minh, diu dang dén chirmg nhu khién ngudi ta chi mudn
nga minh vao 10ng me. Pung trudc Canh cira Pia nguc, hudng vé hai dau sinh tir, Trac Moc Cuong Ba
chinh lai trang phuc, anh mét kién dinh nhu sat thép hudng vé phia Pia nguc tham sau, thAm nhu:
“Canh ctra Dja nguc, ta dén day!”

Lat ma A La chi vao hoa vin bén dudi nhitng vin tu trén da Ma Ni: “Day 1a hoa vian dic trung
clia gia toc La Long Ni Khic.”

Truong Lap hoan hi thét 1én: “Ciing c¢6 nghia 14, day chinh 1a con dudng chi c6 chit Crong Nhat
Ph6 Bac méi biét, chiing ta khong hé di 1am dau!”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan néi: “Chi c¢6 nhitng tang d4 & mudi miy ting trén cting moi ¢ hoa vian,
nhirng tang da bén dudi bat luan 12 van ty hay diéu khac déu c6 chut khac biét, ciing c6 nghia 13, gia
toc La Long Ni Khic d phat hién ra noi nay vao khoang hon mot trim nim vé truée.” Ong dua mat
nhin khu vuc day khe bang rinh biang phia sau “cénh ctra” 1am bam néi: “Nhung ma, con dudng 1én
nui nay, phai lam sao méi vuot qua duoc khu vuc bang vo day?”

Mau lai ddy ma xem, moi ngudi xem ddy 1a céi gi!” Nhac Duong cling c¢6 phat hién bat ngo. doi
truéng H6 Duong voi chay dén chd anh chang, bat giac dua tay 1én van vé ham rau, thot ra mot tiéng;
“0”. Giao su Phuong T4n ciing di t6i, 1ap tirc ngdi x6m xudng, 1dy lam ky quai ndi: “Sao lai thé duoc
nhi?”

Chi thiy chd Nhac Duong dang ngdi chom hdém, ciing 1 chinh gitta Canh ctra Pia nguc kia, trén
tang da ctg c6 vo sd vét duc twong doi ndng, bi nhitng ting da chat 16n xon che khuat, nhung quan sat
k§ mot chut s& khong kho nhan ra nhitng bac thang ngudi xwa khoét ra dé 1én nui. Pay chinh 1a mét con

duong, mét con duong hién 1én rd mén mot trrdc mat moi nguoi.



Nhac Duong néi: “L& nao, ching ta da phat hién ra con duong co nbi lién Pai Pudng véi Tho
Phon?”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan lic dau: “Khong phai dau, ngudi xua cang khong c6 kha ning leo 1én ngon
ndi tuyét nguy hiém thé ndy. Puong — Phién c6 dao nhét dinh 13 di xuyén qua cac son coc noi nhitng
day ndi giao nhau, khong thé ndo vuot qua dinh nii ma di thé nay duoc. Nhung ma, néu da duc thinh
bac thang da, vay ching to rang timg c6 rat nhiéu ngudi di qua day, thé nén méi can phai 1am thanh
duong, con dudng niy thong thang dén khe bang nut d6, ai lai di dudng niy chtr nhi?”

Poi trudng H6 Duong ciing lac dau, hoan toan khong hiéu.

Khong c6 qua nhiéu thoi gian dé thao luan, ho chi dung lai mot luc trude Canh cira Pia nguc roi
lai vo1 va di 1én phia Bic. Sau khi qua Canh ctra Pia nguc, gi6 da 16n hon ro rét, khong con la ngudi
leo nui nita, ma 13 gié day nguoi tién 1én phia trudce, day ca doan nguoi tién thiang vao siu trong dia
nguc amu.

Vuot qua khu vyc bi ludi bang liém quet Xuéng, moi nguoi da 1én dén bén dudi séng nai, do dbc
bdng d6t ngdt ting, vach da simg sitng trude mit ca doan nhu mot gi khong 16, 18n doc doc 75 46 ay
that chang khac biét gi so voi leo bam mot bé mit thang dung ca. Vach cao dung dtng chin phia trude
ho lic nay rat gidng v&i “nac thang thir hai”(1) trén dinh Chomolungma, nhung do cao thi phai gap
may chuc 1an “nac thang thir hai” d6. Truong Lap huyt sdo mot tiéng: “Oi cha cha... duoc r6i, gid méi
chinh thtrc bat dau leo nai day.”

Puong Man thap giong hoi: “Pai trudong HO, tai sao lai chon con duong nay thé?”

Doi truong H6 Duong mim cudi: “Toi biét c6 dang nghi gi rdi, c6 phai mubn ndi, do doc cta
véach nai phia bén kia thdp hon, xemra thi dé leo hon, ding khong?”

Pudng Man gat dau.

Poi trudng H6 Duong lac dau ndi: “Son coc phia bén kia c6 rat nhiéu bang tuyét dong, d6 1an sau
c6 thé hon ca chiéu cao ngudi, ma bén dudi con co nhitng khe nirt rat 16n khong nhin thay dugc, bat clr
lic ndo ciing c6 thé xdy ra hién twong 16 bing 16 tuyét. Doi truong HO nay choi véi bang tuyét nhidu
nam roi, khong chon sai dudng cho ¢6 dau. Phai biét mot diéu 13, mudn 1 én ndi tuyét thi chi dugc di
trén sudn nui, tuyét khong thé di vao son cc dau diy.”

boi trudng Hb Duong léy ra mot chiéc dui duc da va mot ndim moc, ndi voi moi nguoi: “Nao,
chung ta 1én d6 théi!”

Leo vach nai 1a mot mon thé thao ngoai troi hién dai, hién nay cang ngiy cang ¢ nhiéu ngudi
quen v&i mon nay hon, nhung deo trén lung ba bon chuc kg ma leo vach ndi trong méi trudng khong
khi lodng & d6 cao sau nghin nim trim mét so vi muc nude bién thi khong phai chuyén nhirng nguoi
ua thich mon leo vach d4 binh thuong co thé 1am dugc. Cac thanh vién chuan bi xong cong cu, lién

vuon mudi ngon tay ra tim kiém diém leo bam trén vach da tran, chon dui duc xudng, buc day thirng



chinh, moc khoa, roi thit chat day an toan, m¢ ra mgt con duong trén vach da dung dimg & do cao sau
nghin nam trim mét trén muc nude bién.

Moi truong khong khi loang va nhiét do cuc thép 1a mot khao nghiém I6n nhat d6i véi cc thanh
vién trong doi1, trong qua trinh huan luyén dac biét, ho da biét 1am cach nao dé khién ho hép cua minh
trong hoan canh nay dat duoc hiéu qua twong dong nhu & khu vuc c6 d6 cao tuyét ddi thap hon, va 1am
cach nao dé loi dung ctr dong cuc nhanh cta cac ddt ngdn tay nham thiic day tudn hoan mau, khang cur
lai cai lanh. Leo vach d3 kiéu nhu thé nay d6i v6i bon Trac Moc Cudng Ba khong phai 14 van dé kho
khan gi, ma moi ngudi ciing déu biét, khao nghiém kho khin hon gap boi van con dang ¢ phia trude, &
khu vuc khe bang ranh bang va phia sau do nira... Ttr vong Tay phong déi!

Leo 1én ching hai traim mét, d6 déc giam dan, nhung van phai nhd cac thiét bi bao hd thi méi
thun lo1i tién 1én duoc, moi nguoi leo lién mot hoi, théng dén phia trudc khe bang nirt ma khong gap
phai hiém nguy gi qua 16n. Lic ndy, ca mot dong séng bang chang chit vét nirt trai ngang trudc mat,
tréng nhu nhitng con manh tht tham lam, bao nhiéu linh hon ciing khéng thé nhét day ndi nhitng céi da
day khong day cua 1t ching.

Khe bang nirt nay la ca mdt dong song bang b1 gi6 xam thyc ma thanh, trong nhu 1an da b1 gia lanh
1am cho nit né, trude tién 1 ba cai ranh theo chiéu doc, sau d6 1a vi chiu luc khong déu ma lai phan
tang dut gy theo chiéu ngang, nhirg chd nirt gy déu tao thanh duong ngoan ngoéo nhu gan 14, dau
dau ciing 12 khe hé' toang hoac. Nhitng chd niit toac Ay chiu anh hudng ciia gid nai, mdi ngiy lai mdi
rong thém, co nhiéu chd da khong thé coi 1a khe nirt dugc nita. Duéi tic dong cua nhiéu loai luc khéc
nhau, noi day da hinh thanh nén vo so tru bang stng siing choc trdi, chinh 12 mot trong nhitng canh
twong ky la hiém thdy trén nai tuyét: rirng thap bing!

Ping ¢ mép dudi song bing, nhin dong song bang khong 16 bi gi6 cit chang chit day nhitng vét
seo nay, canh tuong hién 1én trudc mét ho lac éy 1a nhu thé nao chir. Hét nhu mot tang dau phu 1on,
bbn phia déu hoan chinh, nhung phan giira lai bi ai d6 dung may danh trimg khuay loan 1én, ba vét nurt
chinh rong dén ca tram mét, bén dudi sut xudng thanh rimg thap bing, doc theo nhitng vét nit chinh Ay,
nhitng khe ntrt nho hon vion ra bon phuong tim huéng nhu dudng gan 14, nguyén ca mot dong séng
bang déu ¢ trong trang thai c6 thé sup d6 v& tan bat cr luc nao. Tuy rang nhitng khe nirt & bén ria co
thé budc chan qua duoc, nhung bé mit séng bang tron nhu tim kinh, cho du ¢6 lap thém vudt di trén
bang ciing khong thé dam bao co thé bude di virng vang, hudng ho cang di vao khu vuc trung tim, cac
vét nirt cang 16m, strc ngudi khong thé ndo nhay qua ndi. Vai khe nirt con cat song bang thanh nhiing
véach bing hinh can chém dau to chan bé, bén trén 12 mit bang rong my traim mét vudng, bén duéi lai
nho thit vao nhu lung ong, gi6 thoi qua ciing khién ngudi ta ¢6 cam gidc né mudn do sap xudng, cang
khéng noi gi dén chuyén ding viing & chd ay. Con c6 nhitng tru bang da do vat xudng, nhung lai khong

chiu nim ngang, ma gac 18n nhirng tru bang khac, thanh nhu canh cong hodc nhur nhitng quan bai



domino xép chong 1én nhau.

Nhin birc vach thay tinh bi dao chém riu bo nay, Lat ma A La chot nhd dén ho axit ho timg phai
nhay qua & Pao Huyén Khéng tyr. Con Trac Moc Cuong Ba, Truong Lap va doi truéng HO Duong thi
cung luc nghi dén hang dong song bang & Kha Kha Tay Ly, hai thir cuc ky giéng nhau ma lai hoan toan
khac biét. Hang dong song bang ndi lién v6i nhitng vét nirt 16n trén mit dat, cudi cung thong thang
xudng dong chay ngdm duéi 10ng dat, con ¢ ddy toan 13 bang nut ra, bén dudi 1a ting dat dong cimg
hon st thép, tir d6 cao thé ndy ma ngd xudng thi chang khac gi tir ndc nha cao ting nhay xubng ca. May
do khoang cach béng tia laser hién thi, khe nit sdu nhat udc churng khodng mdt tram ndm muoi mét,
day ciing 1a 6 day cti khu vire bang phtl nay. Thoat nhin thi khu vure bing nit chang chit nay khong xa
1am, nhung thuc ra ciing c6 dén miy cay s6 10 trinh, khoang cach nhur vy ma phai bing qua bén trén
vo s6 khe nut tung hoanh, thuc su 1a khong thé 1am noi.

Pung trudc nhirng khe ranh 4y, mbi ngudi déu tham suy tu, 1am sao vuot qua dugc bay gio?
Nhiing tru biang kia ctrng ma gion, néu dung ddy moc bam vao du qua, khong may ma tru biang giy lia,
bén dudi toan 13 nhitng coc bang nhon nhu dau thuwong miii gido, roi xudng thi 4t s& bj ddm cho thung
16 chd khip ngudi. Ma du cho tru bang co du chac chan dé giit duoc ddy moc, thi van con nhiing tru
bang sdc bén nhu dao nhu riu & canh déy, ngd nhd va dap chinh dién ma khong bi xé thanh d61 manh
mo1 la chuyén la. Cang t¢ hai hon nira 1a, c6 mot sb chd nirt khoang cach gifra hai bo rat 16n, vugt qua
ca c¢& chiéu dai day moc.

“T6i nghi thé nay...”

Poi trudng H6 Duong dang rau ri khong nghi ra dugc cach bang qua chd nay, vira nghe thiy ciu
noi ay 1én tirc khiac nd khi xung thién, 1ap tirc dinh mé miéng ming ngudi, nhung ngoanh dau lai nhin,
hoa ra nguoi vira 1én tiéng lai 1a Trac Mdc Cuong Ba, anh danh nhin nhin khéng phat tac nita.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba chi vao phia dbi dién néi: “Bén dudi nay 1a tang dat dong, ma khe nirt cudi
cung va phia trén kia ¢6 hinh thanh mét dbc bang, chi can tim mot khe nirt du 16m, co thé truc tiép truot
xubng tang dat dong 1a dugc. Trude tién ching ta trurot xudng bén dudi khe nat, chac 1a sé c6 dudng
thong, roi ctr thé di xuyén qua khu vue nit gy ndy, vuot ludn qua rimg thap biang, cudi cung thi bam
vao vach bang ma 1én phia trén, t6i cho rang nhu vay thi an toan hon 13 di trén bé mit séng bang
nhiéu.”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan phan ddi: “Khong dugc, ai biét bén dudi khe nirt tinh hinh nhur thé nao cha?
Néu bi ket & giira 1én khong duoc, xubng khong xong thi phién phirc 1am d6.”

Poi trudng H6 Duong cudi kho noi: “Toi biét ¥ cau roi, Cudng Ba 4, c6 phai cau cam thiy,
nhirng dong bang tan chiy niy gan giong v4i hang dong bang ma 1an trudc ching ta da chui vao ¢ Kha
Kha Tay Ly hay khong?”

Pung 1a Trac Mdc Cuong Ba c6 suy nghi ndy, gid nghe d6i trudng H5 Duong néi vay, gi ciing



doan xem ra minh da nghi sai & dau do.

Poi truong H6 Duong lac dau noi: “Dong bang tan chay va dong bang thoat nghe chi 1éch nhau c6
mot chir thoi, nhung thre ra khac biét rat 16n. Hang dong bing 1a do bang tan nhiéu nim tac dung 1én
son thé, khoét ra hang dong bén trong 1ong nui; con dong bang tan chay trén song bang nay day, cha thé
clia n6 1a song biang bi anh hudng cua ludng khi nong, tir than xay ra hién twong tan chay, bén trong
toan 1a nhirng chd nit toac, dau dau ciing thdy vuc sau v6i vach bang dung nguoc, cian ban khéng tim
dau ra dudong ma dit chan xudng, con ngudi khong thé di trong d6 duoc dau.”

Man Man cudng 1én héi: “Vay, vay phai 1am sao bay gio?”

Pam Nhac Duong, Truong Lap khong hen ma cling dura mét nhin sang phia Lat ma A La. Vi su gia
tram tu hoi 14u, doan m&i noi: “Dién tich séng bang ndy 16n qué, du t6i qua dugc thi cling khong co
cach nao dua moi ngudi cung qua, hon nira...” Ong nhin mdt ba 16 to tudng day nhirng thir t6i can thiét
khi leo nui, sdc mit nang né ndi: “Chua chic gi to1 da vuot qua dugc.”

Pung lac nay, Trac Mdc Cuong Ba kéu 1én: “Moi nguoi, ¢ thé im lang mot chat dugc khong...”
T4t ca moi anh mit déu hudng vé phia gi, chi thdy Trac Mdc Cuong Ba dang tip trung toan bo tinh
than 1ang nghé gi do, rdi ndi véi nhirng nguoi con lai, “Hinh nhu t6i nghe thiy tiéng Cuong Lap.”

Nhac Duong nghén 1én nhin khap bdn phia xung quanh, trén nii tuyét rit mot ving trang xéa, chang
thay gi hét.

Trong khe nui cach d6 mdt quang xa, ba bong nguoi cao 16n cling dung bén song bang, trén ngudi
khoac mdt bo 40 phong hoa chat bit kin toan thin mau trang, hoan toan hoa 1am mdt véi ngon nui tuyét,
di dén gan ciing khong thé phan biét ndi ddy rét cudce 1 ngudi hay may tang da phu tuyét nira. Dau
minh tay chan ctia ho déu hoan toan bit kin, trude ngwe ¢6 mot dng din khi nho tho ra ndi lién véi mat
na phong ddc, nhin qua kinh mét chéng dan c6 thé trong thiy ba cip mat trong nhu mit diéu hau dai
bang. Nguoi bén phai cat tiéng: “Chuyén gi thé? Bon ching dang nhin cai gi vay? L& ndo chiing ta bi
phat hién r6i?”

Ngudi bén trai lic dau: “Khong thé ndo, ching ta cach chiing xa nhu vAy 1am sao bi phat hién
duoc chir. Phai khong, 6ng chil.” Giong ndi ay trong su hoa nhi than thiét mang ca vé xu ninh, trong su
cung kinh toat 1én vé nhin nhuong, rd rang chinh 1a giong ciia Max.

Cai bong cao hon han dtng gitra hai tén dong bon kia chinh 1a Merkin. Y ha dng nhom xudng noi:
“Um, xem ra chiing gip phién phtrc rdi.”

Sau lung ba ngudi, khong ngd con co ca mot dam mic trang phuc phong hda chit mau trang nita, ai

nay déu cam vii khi cac loai, anh mat hirng huc sat khi.

Moi ngudi cuing yén ling, am thanh 1ap tirc rd han 1én. Trong tiéng gio, qua nhién co 1an ca tiéng chd



stia, Am thanh rat thap tram nhung lai truyén duoc rat xa. Gido su Phuong Tan mirng rd reo 1én:
“Cuong Lap dén rdi, vy Cuong Nhat Phd Bac nhit dinh ciing & quanh day thoi, rét cude anh ay ciing
nghi théng dugc roi.”

Lat ma A La lang nghe 4m thanh ay, trong 1ong lai hét sirc kinh hii: “Khong thé ndo, 4m thanh gan
ching ta nhu vay rdi, khong thé c6 chuyén chiing ta van khong thdy gi hét duoc, rt cude 14 4m thanh
vong ra tur dau chr?”

Khi 4m thanh vang 18n 1an nita, moi ngudi déu 1y 1am ngac nhién, boi vi, Am thanh 4y khong phai
tir bén dudi vong 1€n, ma & ngay phia trudc mit hg, trong dong song bang!

Tiéng sua cang gan hon, Nhac Duong gio dén chiéu Ién soi thir, roi kinh ngac kéu toang 1én:
“Cudng Ba thiéu gia, nhin kia kia!”

Chi thiy dudi day song biang, bén trong dudng ranh sau hun hat kia, bo ra mdt bong xanh ngoc
bich 1ap 16a, khong phai Cuong Lap thi con ai vao day dugc nita? Con linh ngao cir chay qua chay lai
bén dudi, t6 ra hét strc hung phan. Trac Moc Cudng Ba khong kim duge ma that thanh hoi: “Cuong
Lap, sao may lai xudng dudi d6 thé?”

Poi trudng H6 Duong nhiu may hoi: “L& nao, con dudng ay thue su ¢ bén dudi kia?”

Chi thoang sau d6, mot ngudi1 dan 6ng do1 mii da cdo, mac 4o chén bo sat ngudi, hong deo thanh
dao theo sau Cuong Lap budc ra, lai khong phai Cwong Nhat Pho Bac thi con ai! Cuong Nhat Pho
Bac hién nhién cling khong ngo s€ gdp bon Trac Moc Cuong Ba ¢ day, nét mat 10 ro vé kinh ngac, ct
tiéng hoi: “MAy ngudi... sao van chua 1én nui vay?”

Lit Canh Nam quay sang hoi doi truong H6 Duong: “Vay chiing ta cir xudng d6 trudc nhé?”

Poi trudng H6 Duong khong nén duoc nu cudi, git dau dong y. Néu nguoi duy nhat biét duong 13
Cuong Nhat Pho Bac d3 ¢ dudi d6 roi, vay thi bén dudi 4y chic chin 1 c6 dudng. Xemra chic 1a
anh ta tudng rang hom qua bon ho dinh 1én dinh chi trong mot ngdy, doan chirg hém nay dén thu nhat
thi thé, khong ngd hém qua ho chi leo nti c6 nira ngay roi nghi ngoi qua dém bén dudi 1an tuyét, hdom
nay gip mit nhau & day ciing coi nhur 13 may man di vay.

Poi trudng H6 Duong noi: “Xem ra Cudng Ba thiéu gia néi dung roi ddy, bén dudi co duong,
phai trurot xudng d6 xem sao. Chi c¢6 diéu e rang sau khi vuot qua duoc rimg thap bang, leo vach bang
s& trong ddi kho day.”

Lir Canh Nam chi thi: “Truot nhanh xuéng ting dat dong, trude khi nu tuyét hoan toan che phu khu
vuc khe ranh ndy phai leo ngugc 1én ddc bang!”

Céc thanh vién trong doi nhét t& bit tay hanh dong, nhanh nhen dong xong dinh tan, miii khoan thép,
moc day thirng, chang budn dung dén céc thiét bi an toan nhu thimg phu va thiét bi ha d6 cao, ctr thé

truc tiép truot Xuéng ludn.



Max néi: “Sao vay... khong ngd ching lai truot xudng khe biang kia!”

“To gan that, chung n6 dién rdi chic? Tao chwa nghe noi c¢6 ai dam vuot song bang theo 16i di
xuyén qua khe nirt nhu thé nay ca!” Merkin quay sang hoi ngudi dting bén phai minh, “May thiy sao ha
Thiét Quan?”

Ga dan ong tén 1a Thiét Quan nay thap hon Merkin c4 mot cai dau, nhung nhin phan vai han khong
ngd lai con rong hon ca vai Merkin, canh tay ciing hét strc cudng trang, ca ngudi hin lic dung yén bat
dong thanh ra hinh mot cai tam giac nguoc, cong thém ca doi canh tay dai dén gdi, trong chang khac gi
con tinh tinh ca. Han cat tiéng nghe ciing nhu loai da thu dang gam ghé: “T6i cho 14 trir phi ching c6
muc tiéu xac dinh, bang khong s& khong dam xudng khe bang ntit Ay dau.” Tiéng Anh ctia hin cling
khong duoc chuan cho 1am. Max liéc nhin mot c4i day khinh bi.

Merkin gt dau: “Um, dang thé, chiing c¢6 ban dd6 ma.” Téi ddy, Merkin thé dai noi: “That khong
ngd day, thi ra tim ban d6 cling chi dudng dén noi ndy, xem ra hoi rc ctia Tdy M@ 1a chinh xac roi, gio
chi con xem rét cudc tam ban dd Ay chi tuong tan dén mirc nao théi. May tram cdy s6 lung chirng nai
bi bao boc trong suong tuyét mu mit, lai chi ¢6 mot 16i vao rong chirng mot mét 1a co thé di Xuéng
dudi, dam gido d6 Mat gido co dai ay sao lai im ra duoc noi nhu thé chr? That 13 khong thé tin noi.. .
Néu ky trc ctia TAy M@ chuan xac hon mot chat nira! Néu suom nai d6 khong cé tir trudng dang so
nhuong ay! Néu khong c6 dai gid Tay chét tiét y! Néu khong c6 dam swong mu day ddc Ay! Chi can

thda man bat cur di€u ki€n nao, tao cling da tim dugc cai 161 vao kia ré1! Hur...”

Truot xudng ddy khe bing, Trac Moc Cudng Ba budc tdi bén canh Cuwong Nhit Pho Bac, 6m lay
Cuong Lap ngoanh dau lai hoi: “A qua, sao anh lai ¢ day?”

Nhac Duong ¢ canh day cudi hi hi hét stc gian xao: “Chu &, chac khong phai chu ¢ day doi bon
t61 day chu?”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac gian dit quat: “No6i can noi xién! Toi chi 1a... chi 1a...”

Poi trudng H6 Duong ciing khong nghi khac 1am.

Mic du Cuong Nhat Phd Bac di kién quyét tir chdi din dudng cho ho 1én nai, nhung tir lac biét ho
van quyét gitr y 1én nai tuyét cho bang duoc, trong long ¢t nghi méi vé Trac Moc Cuong Ba, gido su
Phuong Tan va ca Lat ma A La nita, suy di tinh lai cudi cting anh ta cling khong thé yén tim. Dém qua
lai dot nhién nim mong, vay nén anh ta moi dén nhitng chd ma minh biét trén nli xem thir mdt lugt coi
sao. Chang ngd, bon Trac Moc Cudng Ba di dudng vong quanh ndi, roi lai con nghi ngoi mot dém &
bén dudi 1an ranh tuyét, dén hom sau méi bat dau leo 1én dinh. Cuong Nhat Pho Bac du nira dém vé
sang mGi bat dau 1én ndi, nhung anh ta von da thong thudc duong x4, lai thém ca Cuong Lap dan
duong, vay nén da vuot 1€n phia trudce ca bon.

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac chi néi hai cau 4y, roi cling khong biét phai giai thich ra sao, danh the dai



noi: “Pém qua tdi mo thay Lap Chan, ¢ ay trach moc t6i, vdy nén, mi mudn dén day xem thé ndo...”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba biét vi “a qua” ndy ctia minh ngoai miéng thi sic bén nhu dao, nhung trong
tam thi mém nhu dau phu, ga 4n manh hai tay 1én bo vai Cuong Nhat Phd Bac, cting khong noi gi thém
nura.

Poi truong H6 Duong nhin hang bang tan sau hun hat, néi: “Thi ra, anh biét con dudng duy nhat
c6 thé 1én dinh nai, hoa ra bi mét chinh 13 & trong dong song bang khong 16. Chang trach nhitng doan
leo nti khac truéc nay van khong thé nao 1én dén dinh duoc, thi ra bon ho déu khong thé vuot qua
dugc dong song bang bi phu kin trong swong mu day dac nay.”

Gio su Phuong Tan ming r& nodi: “Cuong Nhat, dang nao ching ta ciing khéo gip ¢ day roi, hay
anh dan duong cho chiing toi nhé?”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac ngoanh mat di, 4p ung néi: “Tbi, t6i khong dan dudng dugce. Mubn di thi cac
vi tu tim duong léy ma di, to1 chi theo sau thoi.”

Giao su Phuong Tan ldy 1am kho hiéu: “Anh ha tat phai...”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac kién quyét dap: “Toi khong thé phan boi lai 161 thé!”

1. “Nac thang thr hai”: chi vach da dung dimg cao chimg 5 mét chin trén con dudng truyén thong 1én dinh Chomolungma & sudn phia
Bic, nam & d6 cao tir 8.680 mét dén 8700 mét; mudn 1én dinh nai thi bude phai vugt qua vach da nay.



Thuy tinh cung (1)

Pi dén ctra hang roi mi Cuong Nhat Phd Bac van con nbi khong mudn dan duong, khién moi
ngudi déu hoi kho xir. d6i trudng HO Duong phat cau 1én: “So cai chd gi! Tu ching t6i im dudng,
chét trong nay 1 cung chtr gi!” Noéi thi noi vay, nhung ddy ciing chi 13 101 trong ltic tirc khi 1én ma thoi.

Khong con cach nao khac, ho danh tu minh nghi cach. Lit Canh Nam sap xép: “Tam nhin ¢ day rat
thap, hon nita tang bing bén trén con cd nguy co sip xudng, néi chuyén phai nho giong thoi, nhat dinh
phai di sat vao nhau. Dién tich song bang nay rat 16n, dic biét 1a sau khi swong mu 1én, néu 15 dé lac
duong thi rat c6 thé 1a s& khong ra khoi day duoc dau. P 1ap xong thiét bi phat tin hiéu ca chua?”

Ba Tang git dau, nhu vay cho du ho ¢6 lac dudng trong man suong ciing c¢6 thé dua vao thiét bi
tiép nhan tin hiéu ma tim thiy con dudng di 1én ndy. Lir Canh Nam nging dau nhin sic troi, chiéc mam
bac kia da khong con trong tAm mat, chi théy vai diém tinh t 4&m dam lu mo, bén nodi: “Mat troi sép
1én roi, swong mu ciing dang nhanh chong hinh thanh, ching ta phai tang toc 1én.”

Pung bén dudi ddy song bang ngang dau ngude nhin séng bang, cam giac tua hd nhu mot khoi 1ap
phuong khong 16 ¢6 phan day bi khoét rong vy, trén dinh dau hinh thanh rat nhiéu khbi bang nhon hoat
nhu miii dui treo ngugc, trong nhu timg mili gido nhon sin sang dam thang xudng mat dat bat ct luc
ndo. Ma dudi dat cling con rat nhiéu miii bang roi xuéng, cim sau vao tang dat dong cing, lai con c6
rat nhiéu tru bang ¢& 16n moc 1én stng sitng nhu nhitng cay ming tre khong 16, thoat nhin cira hang nay
hét nhu con 4c long thoi ¢ dai dang ha ngoac cai miéng day ring nanh sic nhon. doi truong HO
Duong di vao trudc tién, moi ngudi cling luc tuc tién vao miéng con ac long, can than tranh nhirng miii
dui nhon hoét trén bé mat. Trén dau g16 thdi v v, chdc chde lai co tiéng “cach cach” cta nhiing miu
bang nho roi xudng, ca doan ngudi dén thé manh ciing khéng dam thé nita.

TAm nhin bén dudi song bang rat han ché, kha 13 gidng voi hang dong Trac Mdc Cuong Ba va doi
truong HO Duong da vao ndm trudce, chi khac 1a birc tudng bang khong 16 bén ngoai day hon han ma
thoi. Anh dén chiéu qua, biang tuyét phan xa tao nén mot ving anh sang lap 16a la lung, dudi dé nhirng
tru bang v& ran dé 16 ra nhitng vét nhu vay c4, phang phat nhu trong bong tdi an tang vo s6 loai yéu ma
quy quai. Cang di sdu vao bén trong lai cang tim tbi, dudi anh sang cta ngon dén suong mu, nhing
cdy mang hoan toan tir bang tuyét nhd cao dén hai mét, ngoai ra con nhirng vudt thd mo ung khoam
xudng & khap noi noi, mdi 1an di qua bén dudi ching, moi ngudi déu c6 cam giac nhu tinh mang minh
dang bi quai tha nim trong 10ng ban tay vay. Di tiép vé phia trudc, ting dat déng duoc tuyét dong che
phu cling da nirt toac ra, bén dudi den ngdm nhur mure, khong hiéu su dén mirc d6 ndo, nghiéng tai

lang nghe, lién mo mo vang vang lén tiéng cudn cudn nhu sam rén. Budng Man lo lang noi: “Bén dudi



la gi vay?”

Nhac Duong nhun vai noi: “Ai biét dugc dau, c6 18 lai 13 mot tang khe bang thoi1, ai ma roi1 Xuéng
day chic kho leo 1én ndi.”

“Dong chay ngadm!” Truong Lap 1am ra vé rat kinh nghém giai thich, “D6 1a dong chay ngam thong
théng Xuéng long dat, mot hién tuong tu nhién hét strc ky di, nude lanh dudi khong do C rat nhiéu,
nhung khong hé dong bang, nguoc lai sau khi roi khoi dong chay thi mdi nhanh chong két thanh bang,
Pé roi xudng day sé& bi dong thanh bang cimg dd ludn, tuyét d6i khong co co hdi sdng sot.” Nhin bd
dang ctia anh chang, ca Trac Moc Cuong Ba va H6 Duong déu cam thay hoi tirc cudi.

Khe nirt 16n dan 1én, khién ca doan ngudi lai c6 cam giac nhu trd lai khe nai 16n dudi 1ong dat co
Pao Huyén Khong tur, chi 12 bay gid, con dudng da cting chic da bién thanh dong tuyét dong roi rac,
di trén con dudng thé nay, nguy co sut 10 luc nao ciing lo limg treo trén dau mdi ngudi. Lic nay, kinh
nghiém cua d6i truong H6 Duong gitp ich rat nhiéu, mdi khi xuat hién chd ré, anh lién dya vao nhiing
thay d6i nho nhat ctia hudng gid va do day cta bang tuyét dé chi dan cho moi nguoi con duong chinh
xac, khong dén ndi di vao ngd cut khong thé tién 1én phia trudc dugc nita.

C6 diéu dén doan vé sau, duong ré cang lac cang nhiéu, doi trudng HO6 Duong ciing bét dau luc
bat tong tim. Khi 4y, Cwong Nhat Pho Bac van tuan thu 101 hira ctia minh, 1uon di theo sau ca doan
nguo1, nhung anh ta lai dé Cuong Lap di trude tién. Co diéu, khi Nhac Duong, Truong Lap tréu dua,
Cuong Nhat Pho Bac lai hét strc nghiém tac dap: “Toi khong dan duong.” Nhin vé mit nghiém tic cua
anh, tua hd c6 an tinh gi kho néi, bon Nhac Duong cling khong tién héi han thém. Ca dam di theo sau
Cuong Lap, mdi luc mot dén gan khu vyc trung tim séng bing.

Céc khe nirt cang ltic cang nhiéu, nhitng chd c6 thé dat chan lai cang luc cang hep, thanh vién trong
d6i danh hop bung bam sat ngudi vao vach bang nhu miy con thin 13n, hai chan nhich tirng chat mot
hét strc can than, c6 diéu moi nguoi déu tin tuong rang Cuong Lap sé dua ho thoat khoi chén hiém
nguy nay.

Mudi miy phut sau do, ca doan ngudi roi vao mot tinh hudng tién thoai ludng nan, phia trudc
khong con dudng nita. Con dudng nho do tuyét dong lai trén vach bang tao thanh ciing chi rong chirng
vai chuc phin, gior dy, & phia trudce mit ho, tuyét da sut xudng chi con mot 16p day ching vai
centimet, cin ban khong thé di dugc. Nhung Cuong Lap van tung ting nhay nhét, than hinh nhanh nhen
tira nhu trén dat bang. Nhac Duong nhin theo bong Cuong Lap, thét 1én: “Cuong Lap loi hai that day.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba noi: “Tat nhién, Hai lam tht 1a Tuyét son than thi, nd & trong khu vuce ndi
tuyét ndy c6 khac ndo ca ¢ trong nude dau.”

Poi trudng H6 Duong néi: “Trong thay chua, chd nay chi rong chirng bay tim mét, ching ta con
qua duoc. Mdi ngudi cd ging 1én, dimg dé Cuong Lap coi thudng day!”
Cuong Nhat Pho Bac hiéu ky noi: “Qua thé nio ha?”



Lat ma A La di dau tién, ba 16 van deo nguyén trén lung, ong chay 1dy da chirng hon chuc mét, ké
d6 Cuong Nhat Pho Bac lién thdy mot bong ngudi dot nhién chay vut 1én, veon méc sit lap trén tay
bam vao mat bang, ca nguoi lao di vun vut trén vach bang dung ding. Mot budc, hai budc, ba budc,
mdi luc mdt 1én cao, chay nhanh chirng sau by budc nhu thé than thé vi su gia méi bat dau ha dan do
cao, lai chay thém hon chuc budc nira, roi an toan ha xuéng con dudng phu tuyét phia bén kia. Vét nit
rong chirng bay tdm mét, khong ngo lai vugt qua mot cach thuan lgi nhu thé. Ké d0, trudc 4nh mat déy
ngac nhién ctia Cuong Nhat Pho Bac, tirng thanh vién khac déu lan luogt chay trén vach bang thang
dung, than hinh luét di dep mat, nhanh nhen nhu loai khi vign vay. Cuong Nhat Pho Bac nhin ma hoan
toan ngan ngudi ra, cudi cling méi suc phat hién chi con lai mot minh dang ding 16 loi phia bén niy.
C6 diéu anh ta ciing c6 cach riéng ctia minh, chi thdy c6 tay Cuong Nhit Phd Bac hoi 1ong ra mot chut,
trong 10ng ban tay 3 nam mot chiéc moc phi day, vii vii xoay hai vong r6i tung 1én, chiéc moc lién
bam chit vao mot duong nirt trén mit bang, ké d6 anh ta ciing du ngudi men theo vach bang, con dap
chan chay trén d6 miy budc nira, chi c¢6 diéu khong chay nhanh nhu bon Trac Moc Cudng Ba ma thoi.

Cuong Nhat Phd Bac dudi kip moi ngudi, van khong thé tin ndi nhitng gi mit minh vira nhin thy,
cat tiéng hoi: “Moi ngudi, 1am thé nao vay?”

Nhac Duong cuoi dap: “Day goi 1a chay dap tuong, lam mot ky xdo trong mon chay Parkour, mot
mon thé thao cuc han rat duoc ua chudng bén nudc ngoai, chung t61 da luyén cai nay mAt hon nira ndm
day. Nguoi binh thuong dap 18n tudng c6 thé chay dugc khoang ba dén ndm bude, chi cin nim viing
k¥ xao thi ¢ thé lién tiép chay trén trong ching bay tam budc gi day, thém vao luc bam ciia mong
vudt, tu nhién 12 c6 thé chay mudi miy bude trén vach bang nhu thé roi. K thuat ciia chi ciing khong
t& chut ndo dau, giéng nhu ddy moc ctia chiing t6i ay.” Nhac Duong noi xong, nghi k¥ lai, chot nhan ra
ngoai dong tac ném day khac véi k¥ thuat st dung day moc cua hg, con dau cac ki xao nhu du day, dap
chan, tung minh, ha canh ctia Cuong Nhat Phd Bac déu giéng hét nhu nhirng gi ho duogc huén luyén,
cam tudng nhu 1a méy ngudi cung hoc chung mot vi su phu vay.

Pau dau ciing c6 nhitng doan tuyét sut 1dm xudng, ngan thi nim ba mét, dai thi bay tim mét, thém
nita dia hinh noi nay day nhiing thong dao chang chit nhu sao huyét ctia loai tha nao d6 tir thoi vién co,
vy nén di trong khe bang nit ny ciing hét sirc khé khan. Py ciing 13 nguyén nhan khién rat nhiéu
nguoi thi mao hiém ca tinh mang bang qua ving dat nay phia trén khe bang chir ciing khong dam xudng
sau bén dudi.

Pi duoc mot lic, Lat ma A La khan giong ndi: “Pudng phia trude khong dé di roi.”

Puong Man thd dau 1én trén, khé néi: “Chd dirt gy ndy rong qua.”

Poi trudng H6 Duong noi: “Dut giy ciing b miy loai, phia trudc day 1a dai dit gdy hoan toan.”
Trac Moc Cudng Ba nhom 18n quan sat, phia trude 13 hai dong huyét giao nhau, vach bang dung ding

khong c6 chd nao dé dit chan, phai vong qua chd giao nhau r6i di thém may chyc mét nita méi thay



chd dit chan mdi. Cwong Nhat Pho Bac mim cudi ndi: “Lan ndy thi qua thé nao day?”

Truong Lap cudi cudi day ti tin: “Chu 4, chil xem day nay!”

Lan nay, Lat ma A La di dung dén day méc, ban thang 18n ting bang lo limg trén dinh dau, du sang
phia bd doi dién nhu khi du day vay, vi tuyét bam trén ting bang rat mong, diy moc dam sau vao may
mét ma ciing khong thé bam chic, thém vao ba 16 ning qué tai trong deo trén lung, nén lat ma chi du
duoc nira dudng 13 diy moc di tudt ra, nhung 6ng khong hé hoang loan, kip thoi dung dén soi day moc
thtr hai, than hinh dung dua nhe nhang vuot qua khu vire hoan toan dut giy dy. Cac thanh vién trong doi
lién bam vao day thirng an toan do Lat ma A La mang qua, duc cac diém bao vé trén vach bang, timng
budc tirng budc bam thimg leo qua. Cwong Nhat Pho Bac nhin bong Lat ma A La phia bén kia, 1am
bam noéi: “Qua nhién Mat tu gia ciing biét tro khahata nay.”

Ngoai ra, xa tuyét va u bang cling hét strc nguy hiém, mot s6 noi con phai vuot qua nhitng khe nirt
& tang dat dong clmg, gac bén trén khe nut 13 xa tuyét, thoat nhin tréng nhu sgi bong vay. Tham chi co
chd hoan toan 13 nhitng mang tuyét dan xen 1én nhau gac thanh mot cay cau tuyét, chi nhin thoi da thiy
dung dua mudn sap xudng roi chir dirng néi 13 dit chan 16n d6 ma bude qua. Chi c6 Cuong Lap méi
dam nhay qua chay lai trén 4y, that ciing khong biét sao ma 14 gan no to nhur thé nita, tudng nhu hoan
toan khong hé so hii vuc sau van dim bén dudi vay.

Con c6 nhitng noi, bang tuyét va vach da tach roi nhau, nhung lai khong hoan toan chia cit, bién
thanh nhirng “chac cay” chia ra khoi vach da, mot sb chd “chac cay” éy bi cit lia, cudi cung hinh thanh
nén nhitng u bang ling lo gitra khong trung. Cac u bang cach nhau khodng mot hai mét, bon Trac Mdc
Cuong Ba phai nhiy qua nhirng y bing bén trén vuc sau khong thiy day nhu hdi nhé choi tro nhay 6
vudng vay. Vi chiu luc khong déu, nén rat dé xay ra trudng hop u bang dot nhién nghiéng do, trong
khoanh khic ngan ngti khong du dé xoay ngudi ay, cac thanh vién trong doi déu phai van dung hét thin
tha hon ngudi cung te do phan tng cuc nhanh cia minh méi ¢é thé vugt qua mot cach binh yén dugc.
Trong chép mit khi u bing sup xudng, diy moc co thé ban vao vach da, ban 1én bing treo trén dinh,
ban vao mot u bang khac, ngoai ra ciing c6 thé sir dung 4o canh doi ludt xudng u bing & thip hon, hoic
ding 4o canh doi chao liéng mot quing... sau d6 ban diy moc vao diém cb dinh chic chin, cac doi
vién déu gid hét tuyét k¥, thé hién thanh qua huan luyén mot cach tuyét voi. Poi véi Cuong Nhat Pho
Bac, day chac chin 12 moét man dién tap ki dac sdc nhat, kinh hiém nhat, kich thich nhdt ma anh ta tung
duoc xem trong doi, chi thdy anh ta cir gat dau lia lia, roi lai nhu trim ngdm suy nghi gi d6, doan sir
dung chiéc moc day nho trong tay minh theo sat phia sau moi ngudi ma khong hé kém canh.

Ho cr di nhu vay bén dudi khe nirt khong biét bao nhiéu 1au, moi nguoi déu da thiy hoi mét moi,
nhirng con gi6 lanh budt bat dau khién cac thanh vién khé thd, ciing may 1a khe nut lai dang dan dan
hep lai, tya hé nhu ¢ dau hiéu khép sat vao. Cuong Nhat Pho Bac g10 mo1 cat tiéng hoi Nhac Duong
dang di phia tru¢c minh: “K¥ thuat ném day nay cua moi nguoi, l1a hoc tir vi phap su kia phai khong?”



Nhac Duong néi: “Khong phai du, gido quan day ching t6i day.”

Cuong Nhat Phd Bac dua mit liéc sang phia Lit Canh Nam, nhii thim trong bung: “Nhiing tudong
chi c6 mdt Mat tu gia, thi ra cd con nhdc nay cling thé.”

Nhac Duong lai noi: “Sao chi lai hoi vay? A, phai 101, k¥ thuat quiang day moc cua cha giéng cua
bon t6i 1dm, thé chi hoc & dau ra thé?”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac cudi cudi dap: “Cau khong biét a, ki thuat ném day nay vén 1a mot trong
nhirng tuyét k§ bi mét ctia ngudi Tang ching t6i. K thudt ctia 61, déu 1a do to tién truyén lai ca.”

“Q,” Nhac Duong kinh ngac thot 1én, “t6i, t6i lai cir ngd day ciing 1a ki thudt phat trién tir moén
chay Parkour co day, sao lai...” Nhac Duong ném day moc ra, nhap nhd lién tiép may luot, roi lai
dung trén mot con dudng bang tuyét khac. Cuong Nhat Phd Bac theo sat phia sau, noi: “K¥ thuit ném
day thimg ndy da c6 tir thoi xa xua, ching toi goi 13 tro khahata, hién nay e 1a khong con nhiéu ngudi
biét nita r6i. Thoat dau, chi 13 tro trugt tir 46 cao tram thudc xudng trén ddy thing, cung luc d6, nguoi
biéu dién phai thuc hién mot loat dong tac c6 dd khéd cao khac nhu 16n nhao, dao vi, xoay nguoi...
Trong do, loai kho nhét 13 budc mdt soi day thung gitra nhitng vach d4 cao van trugng, cling hoi giéng
v6i tro di trén diy cua ngdy nay vy, co diéu hdi d6 ngudi ta con d6 nude 18n day thing, gid nai thdi
qua lién khién nudc dong trén ay dong thanh bang ludn. Ngudi biéu dién khong dugce dung bat ctr cong
cunao ma phai trugt tir vach da bén nay sang vach da bén kia, ngoai ra, lic trugt day con phai nhét
hai tay vao that lung, than hinh nhu thé dang nhay maa trong gi6, vi thé mén nay con mot tén goi khac
13 nhdy maa trén thirng bing. Tuong truyén, ki thudt nay 1a do Lién Hoa Sinh dai su mang dén Tay
Tang, c6 diéu 13, sau doi A Pé Hiép dai su thi khong con ngudi nao biét nhay maa trén thirng bang
nita roi.

“Pji trén day bang!” Nhac Duong nghe ma trong mit mudn 16i ca ra ngoai, “Toi chua bao gio biét
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Tay Tang lai c6 mon ndy ddu day!” Cuong Nhit Pho Bac mim cudi noi: “Mat ki co xua ciia Tay Tang
nhiéu khong ké xiét, co diéu sau ndy da phan déu di that lac trong chién loan, ngay nay chi s¢ con
chua dén mot phan tram luu gitr lai duoc. Giéng nhu mon ném thirng nay vy, mdi dau chi 1a tro choi
biéu dién cua nhirng ndng nd cung kho trong budi té 18 hang nim, vé sau dan dan di dién bién thanh
mot nghé nghiép dic biét, ding nd dé kiém séng nhu nhirng ké hanh tiu giang hd, mii nghé nuru sinh,
dén cubi thdi Minh dau thdi Thanh, mot s6 ngudi ném diy da khong thoa méin voi chuyén sir dung ki
nghé ctia minh trong céac 18 hdi nita, ho quan day thirng quanh ngudi, bat cir lic ndo, bat ctr noi dau
cling c6 thé budc day biéu dién, vé sau lai dan dan dién bién theo hudng tré thanh mon ném day bay
day moc. Cho t&i khi phét trién mén nay thanh mot kiéu gan nhu canh tay kéo dai, hé vuon tay ra 1 co
thé quing day, trong bat ctt hoan canh nio ciling c6 thé tung minh bay vat 1én. Mudn sinh ton trong ni
tuyét, thi day 1a mot k¥ thuat toi can thiét d6.”

Lai di thém may phut nita, noi ho dang dtng ddy da khong con gié nita, nhung van rat lanh 1&o.



Truong Lap rét dén ndi cir khit khit sudt, bo rau xom cua doi trudng Ho Duong bam déy mat bang, cai
miii déng ctng d6 nhu mili chi hé.

Trong dong huyét khong nhitng lanh 180, ma con c6 tiéng vong 1am 4m thanh vang 1én gip boi
phan, mdi budc chan dat xudng déu cé thé nghe rd mon mot, dén ca tiéng vun bang roi xudng ciing hoa
Vao tiéng budc chan dan xen cua moi nguo1 mot cach hét strc rd rét. Pudng Man théy hoi1 so sg, do1
truéng HO Duong di phia trude din dudng cit giong an ti: “Khong can cing thang qua thé, chung ta
d3 vuot qua khu vuc dut giy roi, gio & day 1a thanh bang 1y tuyét. Song bing trong diy Himalaya
khac voi song bang ¢ khu vuc Kha Kha Tay Ly, clr di tiép vé phia trudc, néi khong ching sé thay
duoc thily tinh cung trong truyén thuyét do, dep chang kém gi ky quan trong dong biang & Kha Kha Tay
Ly dau.”

Puong Man tir trude dén gio van 14y 1am tiéc vi khong thé nhin thay ky quan trong dong bang Kha
Kha Tay Ly ma Trac Moc Cudng Ba ké lai, lac nay nghe néi c6 thé thiy ky quan thiy tinh cung dep
khéng kém gi, trong long tirc khac bot di may phan so hii, thém vao miy phan cam gidc méi la va cho
mong.

Pi sau vao trong 1ong song bing, ting bang xung quanh dan dan thay doi, nhirng burc tudng bing
nhu tuyét tréng chéng chat 1én nhau trd nén trong sudt, hién 1én mot thir mau xanh lam nhan nhat cua
nude bién, qua nhién giéng hét nhu 1a thiy tinh vay, ruc rd mé ly nhe mong nhu do. Sac hai lam ay lan
tran khap noi, chudng bing, nhil bing, cot bing, hoa bing, tru bing, swong bang. .. hét thir nay dén thir
khac hién 1én trong mat, 1am ca toan ngudi tily tién xAm pham noi day khong kip nhin ngam hét. Pudng
Man ngy ngan thot 1én: “Thiy tinh cung, dd dén thay tinh cung roi sao?”

boi trudng Ho Duong 14c lac bo rau xom xoam, ndi: “Chua dau, van con sém ma, day chi 1a 16i
di thoi. Néu nhu c6 thiy tinh cung ay 4, d3 goi 13 cung, thi it nhat ciing phai c6 mot gian cung dién 16n
mdé1 duoce cha.”

Phia bén trén khong con thdy 4nh mit troi ddu nita, ho da hoan toan di vao dudi day song bang.
Tiéng gi6 nho dan, nhiét 6 ciing tir tir am 18n, anh dén chiéu dén dau ciing thdy hién 1én mot mang xanh
ngin ngat, tire 13 thong dao nay hoan toan bang d4 thach anh, khong mot ai hoai nghi diéu 4y nita. Trac
Moc Cuong Ba va Truong Lap da ting thdy canh twong ky vi bén trong dong bang ¢ Kha Kha Tay Ly,
ho hiéu sap t6i s& xay ra diéu gi néu nhu that sy c¢6 thiy tinh cung ¢ chdn nay. Cam giac trudc mat
bdng sang bing 18n 4y, s& khién ngudi ta phai kich dong dén do muén roi nudc mit.

Pi qua mot chd ngodt, doi trudng HO Duong phat hién 4nh sang & phia truéc mo di, anh lién bao
moi nguoi dung lai, trudc ti€n tu minh 6n dinh lai xtc cam dang soi trao, doan noi: “Chuan bi xong
chura, moi nguodi, thoi khic xtc dong sép dén rdi, theo t6i nao!”

Bén ngoai khe nut, gié Tay thoi v vi, khi lanh p dén run ca nguoi, hoi thé ciing dong thanh

bang, diu 1a ¢ bén trong dudng him, chdc chdc ciing van ¢ gié 4m pho phat khién da dau moi nguoi



ctr som hét ca gai 6c 1én. Pén chd nay, gié dot nhién dirng lai, khong gian bat 46 rong han ra, nhiét do
tang cao dang ké, cam gidc 4m &p nhe nhang bao boc 1y mdi nguoi. Qua 13 mot khong gian rong rii
ma finh ling, twa nhu ca ndi tAm mdi ngudi ciing rong mé ra cung v4i khong gian xung quanh vay.

Chui ra khoi 16i thong chat hep, moi nguoi lién nhin thiy hang bing khong 16 hinh ban cau do, tao
vat ctia thién nhién qua 1a huyén diéu vo cling vo tan, dimg trude vé dep tuyét tran ay, khong ngudi nao
13 khong ngira mit nirc né nghen ngo. Tuy d6i trudng H6 Duong ciing biét thiy tinh cung 13 ky quan
tuyét thé, song ciing khong thé ngd thiy tinh cung ¢ day lai dep dén nhudng nay.

Xuét hién trude mat ho, 1a ca mot vuong qubc thach anh(1) tya nhu mong ao, nhitng chd mat
thuong c6 thé nhin thiy toan 1a song biang ¢ xua, trong nhu duogc tac tir lam thach anh, bang tinh 4nh
1én nhitng quang sang diém 1€, tyra hd c6 v sb tinh linh mau xanh lam dang nhay maa tung ting vAy.
Phia trudc mat 1a mot hang tru béng thach anh tim, vuon sang hai phia theo hinh cdnh cung, nhu thé nir
than vion d6i canh tay, nhe nhang ém ai om ca toa cung dién vao 1ong. Puong kinh nhiing tru thach
anh nay déu vuot qua nam mét, do cao cling trén hai chuc mét, bén canh rai chi chit nhirng mAm thach
anh va hoa thach anh nho hon. Nhin qua btrc tudng vay tao thanh tir nhitng cot tru khong 16 ay, c6 thé
trong thay chinh gitra cung dién 13 mot mat ho... mot hd nudce an khudt sdu bén trong ting bang.

Nudc hé mau trang sita, mot thir dung dich nhu quynh twong phang phét téa ra mot mui huong
thanh thanh hdp dan, ca mit hd dap don gon song lan tin, nhitng nép song ay dé lai cac nét linh dong
dén say dam 1ong ngudi trén vach trong va mai vom cia tda bing cung. Tuwong truyén rang, Dao tri
trong nii Con Luan chira ddy quynh twong ngoc dich, luc nay day, chang phai hd nudc cua bac thién
tién Ay dang hién hién ra trudc mat ho day hay sao?

Trdi con chua sang, nhung & ddy lai c6 nhirng tia sang yéu ot chiéu tir dinh vom xudng, anh sang
hat 1én tir nhitng gon soéng lan tin diém trang khién ca toa thay tinh cung tré nén 16ng iy vo cung.
Ngude mit nhin 1én dinh vom thach anh, chi thiy anh sang 14p 16a chap chon nhu ran vang maa luon;
khi dich anh mat sang phia tudng dong thic bang trit xuéng trén mit trong thach anh tya nhu hd nhu
“binh bac v& tuén day dong nudc”(2). Nhung khién nguoi ta xtc dong nhit, dich thi chinh 14 hd nudc
mau trang sira trong 1ong séng bing kia. Gitra hd stmg sitng moc 18n ba ngon nii bing, trong nhur Bong
Lai tién dao, bén canh con ¢6 rat nhiéu nim bang cao dén mot hai mét, bé mit tron nhén, hinh thanh
nén nhitng vii dai bang thién nhién. Bén trén mit ho 13 nhitng cau bing cao thip khong déu, thong thang
dén chdn u canh noi tién son, dung dich tréng stta nhe nhang vo vao bé cau bén dudi, phat ra nhirng am
thanh nghe nhu séng vd bd. Trén dinh tda bing cung, huyén biang hda swong, ngung két thanh nhirng
vién tran chau ong anh tinh khiét, tirng vién tirng vién roi xudng, nghe nhu tiéng nudc chay go 1én day
dan, tiéng tinh tang twa nhu nhac tién tir chon thién ngoai bay téi. Trong hd nudc hoi mi md mit van
vit, mdi khi c6 hat tran chau roi xudng, bén trong man mé vu 4y lai 40 héa ra mot nang tién thudt tha

yéu diéu hay bong 10ng bong phuong nhiy mia hoa theo am diéu, dén cudi cung lai tiéu tan thanh miy



khoéi, phiéu du ludt vé chon tién son, nhung du &m van con nghe vang vang bén tai, hinh &nh nhu khac
sau vao day mat, khién tam tu ca bon déu chim vao mot vung hon don mit mung, khong biét the gidi

xung quanh dang xay ra chuyén gi nira.

1. Pay chic [a mot phuong phap miéu ta an du cua tac gia thoi, thach anh (Silic didxit — Si02) 1a mot khoang chit ngudn gdc nham thach
khong thé xuét hién voi sd lwong va quy md nhu thé trong long song bang (thanh phan hoéa hoc 1a... ai ciing biét), lin vao d6 mot manh
cling chi v6i xac sudt vo cling nho thoi. Mat khac ciing ¢ thé do 16i dich thuat, hodc do tring ip thudt ngit vi ngudi Han ding tir “bing
tinh thach” dé chi “d4 thach anh” ching, nén trong nhiéu truyén Trung Québc khac (nhu Ma thdi dén chiang han) déu thay xuat hién
nhiing mo thach anh 16n trong long bang vinh ctru.

2. Mét cau trong bai Ty ba hanh ctia Bach Cu Di (Phan Huy Vinh dich):

“... Binh bac vé tuén day dong nwde

Nguea sdt giong, x6 xdt tiéng dao

Cung dan lya khuc thanh tao

Tieng cung xé lua, lva vao bon ddy...”



CHUONG 35:
CUC NAM MIEU

Lat ma A La nhu bit tai 1am ngo, tiép tuc noi: “Cuc Nam miéu hay con goi 13 Tuyét son thily tinh
miéu, toan bo duoc xay dung tir thach anh nai myét, 14 hinh anh thu nhé cta Pan thanh, chia lam ba
tang thuong, trung, ha. Tang thuong 1a Phap khi chdu bao céc, tang trung 1a Kinh dién cac, ting ha 1a
dién duong tho Phat, trén mai va tudng ngoai cua cac téng lan luogt dugc cham vé bon vong luan hoi
d6, di quanh chila mot vong, tong cong cd mdt traim 16 tdm Bing tinh phap luan, cao ba truong, ning
chin nghin chin trim can. Néu c6 thé dung strc nguoi day phap luin ndy mot vong, thi bang nhur xoay
chuyén phap ludn binh thudng mot nghin 1an, dat dugc chinh phap than; ngudi xoay chuyén ca mot
tram linh tdm phap luan, c6 thé khién chiing sinh trong luc dao luan hdi thay déu huong an lac.”



M¢ cung bang

Moi nguoi khong sao hiéu ndi, khong dam tin chic nhitng gi ho nhin thiy rét cudc 1a thyuc hay 1a
40. Ba Tang thao ging tay, rao chan budc ra bo hd quy xudng, voc 1én mdt voc nudce, chat dich trang
sita ong anh dap dénh trong ban tay anh ta, khong ngd lai cam thdy hoi 4m am trén tay. Ky trc tir thud
thiéu thoi cung cam gidc nhu duoc ¢ trong 1ong me 1am toan thin Ba Tang rung 1én, bat giac that thanh
thdt 1én: “Khong, day khong phai 1a that!”

Puong Min mo mang nhu ngudi say ruou, gwong mit nhd nhin tng 1én hai quang hong, khé dua
ngudi vao Trac Moc Cuong Ba thi thao: “Day 1a that phai khong? Day 1a that phai khong? Anh Cuong
Ba, khong phai chiing ta dang naim mo day cha?”

Lan d4u tién anh mat Trac Moc Cudng Ba khong tap trung toan bo su chu ¥ 1én Puong Man ma
chi ¢ dén quan sét tat ca moi thi trong toa thily tinh cung. Tat thay déu mé man huyén ao dén vay, tat
thay moi thir & day déu dep dén do twdng chirng nhu chiing khong nén 13 vat so hitu ctia chén nhan
gian, con nguoi di c6 ndm mo ciing khong thé mo thdy canh quan nao nhu vdy dugc. Ga hoi ngd ngang
dap 10i: “Khdng, anh ciing khong biét, chic khong phai dang nam mo dau. Em di bao gio mo thiy canh
sic dep d& nhudng nay hay chua?” C6 1& d6i truong H6 Duong biét nhiéu hon mot chut, gi 1ién hudng
anh mat vé phia anh chang rdu xom ay.

Poi trudng H6 Duong ciing dang dam chim trong con mé mudi, khong ngd bén trong thiy tinh cung
lai c6 hd nuée, anh da lam cong tac khao sat khoa hoc trén song bang ca nira doi ngudi, nhung canh
sic dep d& nhuong ndy thi day ciing moi 1a 14n dau tién anh duoc chiém ngudng. Khi 4nh mit anh vira
bat gap thuy tinh cung, anh di biét, ké tir gio' phat ndy tré di, trong nhirng ky wrc khong thé x6a nhoa ctia
doi minh, ngoai ky quan trong dong bang & Kha Kha Tay Ly ra, nay da lai c6 thém mdt hd nudc bén
du6i song bang nay nita. Mic du day 1a chd sau nhat cta hinh 1ap phuong bang, nhung lai khong hé
thiéu anh sang, tham chi ngang dau 1én con c6 thé trong thdy sao Mai dang 1an 1ap 16a noi chan troi
nita, tai sao lai nhu vay chir? Bai vi bén trong khéi 1ap phuong ay rong rudt! Bén trén mai vom thiy
tinh cung con vo s6 nhirng khoang hd 16n, ching gidng nhur nhirng bot khi, 1am anh sang c6 thé xuyén
thau qua khoi 1ap phuong bing, mang anh mit trdi xudng tin noi sau tham nhit bén trong khdi bing
khong 10, chi c6 diéu khi 4y, burc tranh ciia chon tién gidi ay s& nhur thé nao thi khong ai ¢ thé tudng
twong tiép dugc nita. Kha nhiéu “bot khi” con c6 nudc & bén trong, nhung khéng phai mau trang sira
ma 13 mau xanh nudc bién, boi thé ma khi moi ngudi dimg trong thiy tinh cung, budce chan 1én cau
bang, ngude nhin nhitng dai lya mréc mau xanh lam lwu chuyén trén dinh dau, xung quanh lai ¢6 suwong
mu bang lang, cam giac that diing nhu dang & bén trong thay tinh long cung noi day bién sau vay.



Cuong Lap phia trudc chay loanh quanh mot vong, khong thdy c6 nguoi di theo, lai quanh nguoc
trd vé xem, n6 ctr hiéu ky nhin chim cham vao dam ngudi bon Trac Moc Cudng Ba.

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac di phia sau ciing thim thd dai nghi: “Oi, nguoi tir thé gidi bén ngoai... Chi
nhin thdy nhitng canh twong & diy ma da kich dong dén thé roi hay sao? Vay thi, tiép sau ddy, moi
nguoi... s& con nhu thé ndo chir? Anh nghi ngoi gidy lat, dot nhién goi Cuong Lap lai gan, thip giong
thi thao néi my cdu vao tai nd. Cuong Lap nhin Cuong Nhat Phd Bac voi anh mét day nghi hoic,
nhung roi ciing khé gat dau.

Mic du mé luyén, diu rang khong nd roi xa, nhung cudi ciing Lit Canh Nam van dan dugc 10ng,
6 nudi tiéc nhic moi nguoi: “Bi thdi, thoi gian khong con nhiéu dau.” C6 hiéu rd, dai tu nhién khong
bao gid tiéc phd bay vé dep ctia minh, chi doi nhitng ngudi c6 tim di tim kiém phat hién ma thoi. C6
diéu 1an nay bon ho chi 13 nhitng khéch qua dudng voi va bang qua chdn ddy, thuc khong ddm ao vong
chiém hitu mai mai vé dep tuyét thé nay.

Poi trudng H6 Duong ciing ndi: “Pi thoi, néu khu vy rirng thap bing ma bi swong mi che pha thi
chiing ta khong di qua dugc dau. Ctr coi day nhur 13 mot trong vai khoanh khic tuyét my nhat trong doi
moi ngudi ma luu gitr trong ky wre, vy cling 1a du 1am roi.”

Vong qua hé nudc, Cuong Lap lai din moi ngudi di vao mot thong dao bang khac, nhitng khe nirt
bén dudi ting bang lai mot 1an nita tir nho hoa thanh to. Con dudng nay khong ngd con khé di hon ca
doan dudng ho di qua lac ndy. Cuong Lap ciing phai giit toc d6 cue nhanh mdi c6 thé chay trén mép
véach bing ma khong roi xudng dudi. Cang khién nguoi ta kho hiéu hon 13, vach biang & day rd rang
khac han v6i doan duong vira ndy, bong dung tré nén ran vo cung, dau mili khoan ctia ddy moc ban
vao vach bang ma khong thé bam chit, soi ddy moc roi ra, thi lién ngay bén dudi chinh 1 vuce siu van
truong. Mo1 dugc vai bude, didy moc cua Truong Lap da bi giat ra khoi vach bang, nguoi di phia
trude 1a Ba Tang thi ¢4 du minh sang mot diém dit chan khac, ciing may 14 ¢6 Nhac Duong & phia sau
vuon tay ra chup 1ay anh chang.

Nhac Duong mdt tay gitt soi ddy moc, mdt tay ndm tay Truong Lap, dting nghiéng nga trén vach
bang, hiém ndi hai ngudi déu deo ging tay, strc ning than thé cong véi chiée ba 16 to trén lung Truong
Lap khién anh chang khong ngirg truot xudng dudi. Nhac Duong khé nhoc nim chit 14y tay Truong
Lap, nhung cting khong thé ngan duoc da truot do, vot hoang hét cuéng cuéng kéu toan lén: Cha
Cuong Nhat Pho Bac, mau, mau giap mot tay di.”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac khong ngo lai nd mot nu cudi lanh lung, dap: “Con dudng niy 1a do cac cau
tir chon, cac cdu phai biét rang séng chét xua nay déu chi quyét dinh trong mot cai nhay mat ma thoi.”

Nhac Duong réi rit: “Cha cuong nhat phé bac, chu, chu...”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac lai n6i: “Mudn biét chan tudng su that thi khong thé so hai cai chét, cac cau

nén chuan bi tAm 1y sin sang. Nhitng dong ban bén canh minh, ¢ 1& chi trong khoanh khic tiép sau ddy



1a s& vinh vién roi xa ching ta, gidng nhu 1a lac nay vay!”

Ging tay Truong Lap tudt ra, ca ngudi 1ap tie lo limg, chi kip kéu mot tiéng: “Nhac Duong!”

Nhac Duong cling hét 1én: “Khong... ta?” Truong Lap tudt khoi ban tay anh, nhung khong roi
xu6ng dudi nhanh nhu trong tudng trong, ma 1a... ma 1a... ¢l lo limg trén khong trung, tra nhu mot a0
thuat gia dang biéu dién.

Truong Lap nhim tit hai mét lai, ci ding ban than ra mit mot chdc, bén tai khong nghe théy tiéng
gi6 rit, dudi chan ciing khong c6 cam giac hing xudng, 1ién mé mit ra nhin thir, thdy Nhac Duong &
ngay bén trén minh, khoang cach giita hai nguoi van thé. Luc nay, nhitng ngudi di phia trudc nghe thay
tiéng Nhac Duong hét déu ngoanh dau lai, vira hay ciing trong thdy man Truong Lap dimg lo limg giira
khong trung ay.

Truong Lap biét rd minh da gidm 1én thtr gi do, chi co diéu, thir ndy. .. trong sudt! Nhé lai trai
nghiém di trén cau bang & Kha Kha Tay Ly, anh lién cti khom ngudi xubng, gd nhe may cai, giita hu
khéng qua nhién c6 mot tang “van”. Trwong Lap nodi: “La bang, ting bang & khe niit nay rat day! Nhung
ma... lai hoan toan trong sudt, that kho tin qua, sao lai hinh thanh dugc thé nhi?”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac cudi ha ha, nhay xudng bén dudi, néi véi Truong Lap: “Nhé cho k¥, day 1a
con dudng moi ngudi da chon. Bat ké 1a xay ra chuyén gi, ciing khong thé hdi han.”

“Chu Cuong Nhat Pho Bac, chi sém di biét s& nhu thé nay roi ding khong, 1am toi so chét di
duoc!” Nhac Duong van con chura hét ring minh thdt 1én, doan ciing nhiy xubng theo.

Pudong Man ciing dinh xuéng xem, nhung doi truong H6 Duong ngin lai: “Pung voi, chi e ting
biang Ay khong chiu dugc strc ning cta nhiéu nguoi thé dau!”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac lac dau: “Khong can lo lang, nim xua con c6 ca miy tram ngudi di qua trén
ndy. Rt cude ting bing nay day bao nhiéu, moi ngudi cir 1ay dén pin soi thir 1a biét ngay thoi.”

Nhac Duong bat dén 1én, chum sang chiét xa mot cach rd rang bén trong tﬁng bang, kinh that, do
day nay it nhat cling phai hai mét tr 1én. Nhung né lai trong sut nh mot tim guong pha 18, ding bén
trén cin ban khong thé nhin ra. Nhac Duong 1¢ ludi noi: “Sao ma thé dugc nhi?”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac lac dau: “Khong biét, tir khi t6 tién toi phat hién ra noi niy thi da nhu vay
roi.”

Poi trudng H6 Duong noi: “Day tuyét d6i khong thé 13 tang bang thién nhién, d6 thuin ciia bang
thién nhién khong thé cao thé nay duogc, trong ctr nhu mot khoi pha 1& khong nhidm mot chut tap chat
nao vay.”

Trac Moc Cudong Ba noi: “A qua, day chinh 1 bi mat trong dong séng biang, dong thdi ciing chinh
1a con dudng duy nhat dé 1én ni, phai khong?”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac lic dau: “Khong, bi mat ma t6 tién toi gin gitr & phia trudc, cac cau s€ nhanh

chong nhin thay thoi. Hy vong 1an niy, moi nguoi dimg kich dong dén roi nudc mat nira thi tét hon.”



Ngung lai gidy 14t, doan anh ta lai tiép 101, “Khong phai toi dan dudng, ma 1a moi ngudi tuw phat hién
day nhé.”

Pi trén mit bang cyuc day dy, lai ¢ ca mong vudt chuyén dung, von 18 phai di hét strc viing vang
6n dinh, nhung moi nguoi ai ndy déu hét strc dé dat can than, khong phai vi 1y do nao khac, ma chinh
l1a vi n6 quéa trong sudt, thoat nhin chéng khac nao bude di trén hu khong, ai ma biét dugc budc tiép
theo li€u c6 hut chan roi Xuéng vuce siu thim thim hay khong,

Vong qua miy chd ngoat, Cuong Lap 1ién tha budc cham lai, khong chay nhay tung ting nita, nhin
tu thé nhur rong bay hd budc ctia nd, phang phat toat 1én mot vé gi d6 thanh kinh. Cuong Nhat Pho Bac
cling thoi khong cudi nita, 4nh mat tré nén hét sttc nghiém tic khién bon Trac Moc Cudng Ba déu lay
1am nghi hoic, phia dang trude kia rdt cude 1a gi vay?

Pi thém may budc nita, Cuong Lap dot nhién khong tién 1én theo dudng thang, ma chuyén sang di
hinh chit chi (2). Poi truong H6 Duong di phia sau, khéng hiéu chuyén gi nén cir di thang, chi nghe
“bdp” mot tiéng, ctr nhu da dap phai mot thir gi d6. Ké d6 lai nghe doi trudng HO6 Duong kéu “6i”,
mot tay xoa tran, tay kia gio 18n khoang khong phia trudc so mo gi d6, bo dang hét strc tirc cudi.

Mot bire tuong, gidng hét nhur ting bang dudi chin ho dang dung, trude mat doi truong HO Duong
12 mot birc twong bang trong sudt, néu khong nhin cho that k¥ thi cuc kho phat hién ra.

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac phia sau noi: “Day 1a mé cung bang. Moi ngudi can thin, di sat theo sau
Cuong Lap, néu di lac vao dudng ré, tang bing dudi chan c6 thé s& dot nhién bién thanh vuc sau
khong day do.”

“Mé cung bang bang 4?” gido su Phuong T4n git thot minh, néu khong c6 Cuong Lap di trude
dan duong, e rang bon ho khé ma di qua néi mé cung bang ndy, may tinh cling khong giup duoc gi, boi
ting bang ¢ ddy hoan toan trong subt, 6ng kinh miy quay cin ban khong thé phan biét dugc dau 1a
tudng bang, dau 1a khong khi. Khong hiéu ai d3 nghi ra trd ndy nita. Rt cudce 12 ngudi ndo, ma lai di
xay mot tda mé cung bing & chén nay?

Moi ngudi 1an mo theo nhitng birc twong bing gan nhu hoan toan vo hinh ay, theo sau Cuong Lap
tién 1én phia trude. Lac qua chd r&, Nhac Duong 1ay tay do thir d6 day cua buc tudng bing, udc
chirng khoang ndm muoi centimet, ctr thé 1an mo di tiép, chi thdy mit bang tron nhin nhu grong, phang
nhu dao cit, hinh thai nay tuyét d6i khong thé 1a san phim ctia gidi ty nhién dugc, cong thém voi
duong di phirc tap cia mé cung, co hd c6 thé khang dinh chic chian day 1a do con ngudi tao ra roi. Noi
ndy & sau trong 10ng song bang, dirg néi 1a ngudi binh thuong, cho du cac nha tham hiém ciing khong
dam di sdu vao trong cac khe nut, tai sao lai c6 tuong nhan tao, ¢§ sao con phai xay mé cung lam gi
nita? Phia sau mé cung ndy, rét cudc 1a an gidu diéu gi? Nghi dén 101 Cuong Nhat Pho Bac vira nhic
nhd khi ndly, Nhac Duong khong sao kim nén ndi con song 1ong trao dang 1én cudn cudn.

Pi dugc miy vong, doi trudng HS Duong di nhin ra dugc chit manh méi: “E 1a day khong phai



mé cung dau! Ma c¢6 18 dé ngin cach gi6 lanh bén trong 10ng song biang ndy. Trudc clra cac ngdi nha
bang bing cua ngudi Eskimo ciing ¢ tuong bang dang gip khiic chin lai, chinh 12 dé ngin gi6 lanh
do.”

Pi theo Cuong Lap chi mot loang da ra khoi dugc mé cung biang, khi Cuong Lap ngang dau nhin
1én phia trén, tat ca moi ngudi ciing khéng hen ma cting ngira c6 nhin 1én theo.

Suong mui van chua hoan toan che pha dong song biang rong 16n ny, vang dwong méi nha da chiéu
xudng, anh mit troi khong ngd lai chiéu xuyén qua ca bé mit song bang, thang ti chd bon Trac Moc
Cuong Ba dang ding. Lic nay ho mdi biét, thi ra ca khu vure nay da bi khoét rong, dinh vom kia kéo
thang 1én sat bé mit song bang bén trén. Anh mit troi chiét xa qua ting bang, 14p tirc bién thanh bay
sdc cau vong ruc rd. Vang duong ding 1én cao, bay sic cau vong dy chiéu xubng dén day lai hoa thianh
nhirng rang may luu chuyén, tira nhu nhitng dai lya mau quin ho' xung quanh tang pha 18 trong sudt,
phoi bay dang mao vbn c6 ciia noi ddy ra trudc mat bon Trac Moc Cudng Ba.

O trung tAm mé cung bang nay, dong thoi ciing 13 trung tAm song bing, khong ngo lai c6 mot toa
cung dién duoc xay dung hoan toan bang bang da. TAng mai ruc r& bay mau 4y, nhitng tru bing cao
dén hai ba chuc mét ay, nhirng hoa vin dugc ghép boi nhitng ky hiéu than bi trén twong, nhitng bac cap
bang bang, hanh lang diéu khic ciing bang bang, luc nay, cung voi vang duong dang nhi, tat ca déu
phat ra nhirng quang sang ruc rd di moi mau sac. Trong mét bon Trac Moc Cudng Ba, ddy hoan toan

13 mot toa cung dién chi co thé xuat hién trong nhitng gidc mo, mot tda thuy tinh cung chan chinh.



Thuy tinh cung (2)

Néu nhu néi hd nuée trong 10ng song bang khi niy 1a vé dep ma thién nhién di ban ting, vy thi
thir ma ho nhin théy luc nay day, lai 12 mdt ky tich khac trong lich sur kién tric cua nhan loai, nguoi
xua dd duc rong ca 1ong song bang, roi ding bang Ay xay nén mot toa cung dién khong 16. Khong biét
13 ngudi ndo xay, xdy vao thdi ndo, ma chi thiy c toa cung dién toat 1én su thanh khiét trang nghiém,
stng sirng lang dtmg gitra nui tuyét, dudi long séng biang, doi chd nhitng nguoi dén chimg kién ky tich.
Gid day, nhitng nhan chirng dy da dén roi, ngudi nio ngudi nay thay déu chin dong xen 14n kinh hi,
hoan toan ddm chim trong niém kinh ngac ming vui bat ngd 4y, trong 1ong mdi ngudi trong ddi leo nui
déu ngp tran nhitng ngd ngang, mirng vui va ca hoang mang nita.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba tham nhu: “Cam giac, c6 phai 1a dang doi ta ching?” Su cho doi ling 18 4y,
phai ching d3 qua ngan van nim? C6 phai chung ta dang thiy cung dién ctia than thanh hay khong?”
Cura 16n ctia toa bang cung nguy nga huing vi nay da cao hon mudi1 mét, trong nhu noi & ctia nguoi
khong 16, ding trude canh cira ay, cam giac mong doi nd mo ra lién bat giac nay sinh. Man Man nim
chat vat 4o ga, kich dong dén do nudc mit 13 cha tudn roi, khong thdt ndi mot 1oi.

Poi truong H6 Duong nghi thim: “La nén van minh ndo da tao dung nén toa cung dién nay? N6
duoc xay ngay bén trén vuc sau tham tham, an gilr dong song bang van nam, chi riéng viéc chon dia
diém dé xdy dung toa cung dién nay da 1a mdt y tudng thién tai réi.” Chd doi trudng H6 Duong dang
dug lac ndy, chi xubng co thé thiy vuc sdu mudn truong taim tdi bén dudi, ngang 1én 14 quang sang
ruc r& méi dang 1én, cam giac nhu thé da tach lia khoi tran thé, dau 6c thanh thoat thu thai la thudng.

Truong Lap tram tu: “Vira ¢6 vé hu vo xa xdm ctia vuon treo Babylon, lai ¢6 khi phach anh hing
ctia Van Ly Truong Thanh, thém ca su trang nhi cao quy ctia dién Pantheon, ma ta lai chi c6 thé dung
chit “ky tich’ dé hinh dung n6 théi, thi that yéu ot qua di mat.”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan dua mét nhin bon phia xung quanh, bung bao da: “Két ciu nay, c6 18 1a cung
dién cua Tang truyén Phat gido r6i?” Ca toa cung dién bang dugc bao boc trong mdt vong cung cot tru,
twong trung cho Thiét Vi Son(1), bon phia déu co cira, 1ay hudng Pong 1am chinh phuong, cung dién
chia 1am ba tang, mdi ting mdi khac, phan biét rd rang, hinh thanh nén mot canh quan ky di dudi anh
sang cau vong, trén cung dién co cung dién, trong lau cac lai c6 1au cac.

Nhac Duong trin trd: “Di tich huy hoang nhudng ndy, co hd strc ngudi khong thé 1am noi, rot cude
1a nhitng ngud1 nao da xay dung nén n6 vay? Va lai, bao tang bén trong dién duong nay sém da bi vét
sach tron ri, ¢6 phai do t6 tién ciia chu 4y 1am khong? Khong, nhin dang thirc 4y, ciing gan nhu strc

nguoi khong thé thuc hién duoc dau.” Ngay bén trong cira 12 mot hang nim cai bé, chinh giira 1 Tu Di



toa, dudi1 anh mat tro1, bang lién hoa tao, bang nguu toa, bang ma toa, bang khéng tudc toa, bang su tur
toa, tat ca déu séng dong nhu that, that xtmg voi bén chit “quy phua thin cong”. Chi ¢ diéu nhitng
twong Phat trén bé bang ruc r& bay mau y déu da bién mat khong tim tich. Trén nhitng kham tho bing,
khung bang, gia bang & tang hai, cac dién tich kinh vin phap khi vén phai dugc dit & do cling déu bién
mat sach tron. Chi can nhin kich c¢& bé twong Phat, va ca nhitng gia sach bang bang kia nita, ciing co
thé khang dinh, nhitng twong Phat ay nhat dinh khong nho, s6 lugng kinh van chian chin khong phai it.
Tat ca déu di bj nguoi ta mang di roi hay sao? Hay 14 tan chdy r6i? Muc nat thanh tro bui r6i? Diéu
ndy thi Nhac Duong khong sao biét dugc.

Lat ma A La ngam nhin két ciu ba tang cua toa cung dién, mdi tang sau khi duoc nhitng rang may
ruc r& bay miu trang hoang, tao hinh dang thirc déu c6 diém khac biét, ting dudi cung 1 két cau kiéu
Tay Tang, ting gitra 12 két ciu kiéu chiia miéu kiéu Han, ting trén cung lai 13 tao hinh ctia chua chién
An Do c6. Trong 10ng ng chot trao dang 1én mdt niém khich dong: “Pay 1a, day 1a két cdu Tam dang
ti dién hinh ma, toa bang cung nay c6 18 duoc khoi cong xdy dung vao thoi ky dau ciia vuong triéu
Thd Phon, thoi ky Tang vuong Tung Tan Can B4 tri vi, bing cung, bing cung. .. 1& ndo...” Nghi t&i
day, canh tay ong chgt run 1én nhe nhe.

Nhirng nguoi khac déu dam chim trong sdc mau tya nhu mong ao éy, co hd quén hét moi su trén
doi1. Nhin phan ing cua hg, Cuong Nhat Pho Bac cling chot nhé lai lan dau tién khi ong nd1 dua minh
dén noi nay. Ong ndi dang rong hai tay, dimg bén dudi dai sen khong 16 kia, 1on tiéng ndi: “Nhin di,
nhin chung di, chung ling 1& dimg & chon nay da c6 may tram nam, thim chi 1a hon ngan nim roi, day
13 kho bau Tuyét son chi than ban ting cho gia toc chiung ta. Cuong Nhat Pho Bac, 6ng muén chau phai
the, day 1a 101 thé ma mdi nguoi biét dugce bi mit nay trong gia toc ching ta déu phai tuyén thé...”

Nhin toa bing cung tyra nhu cung dién ctia cac thin trude mat, Lt Canh Nam 14m bam: D4y chinh
1a con dudng duy nhat dé 1én nti r6i, phai khong?”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac cao giong noi: “Pung thé, day chinh la bi mat ma t6 tién toi phat hién dugc
va bao vé bao doi nay, ciing chinh 14 con duong duy nhat dé vuot Pai bang xuyén. Khong ai biét duoc
tda cung dién nay do ai xay, xdy 1én tir thud ndo, t6 tién ching t6i chi cam than trude su tinh diéu tuyét
tran cia né6 ma cho rang day 1a 18 vat trdi cao ban ting cho gia toc chiing t6i, thé nén gia toc phai doi
doi bao vé.”

“Chac phai xay dugc ca tram, ca ngan nam roi nhi?”” Nhac Duong nhin toa cung dién hiing vi nguy
nga, dot nhién quay sang hoi doi truong H6 Duong, “Doi trudng HO, khong phai anh noi 1 séng bing
luu dong co ma? Sao toa cung dién nay lai gitr duge trong 10ng song bang 1au nhu thé chir?”

Poi trudng H6 Duong ndi: “Um, trudc tién 1a boi két cau kién tric ciia nd, cau chi y thiy khong,
nhitng tru cot nay déu hoi nghiéng vao giita, thém vao d6 cung dién ciing str dung md thirc day 1on dinh

nho, ca toa cung dién tya nhu mot kim tu thap trong 10ng séng bang, khi song bang xay ra nhitng bién



hinh rat nho, ca toa kim tu thap nay sé& di dong theo chir khong bi phé v&. Thir nita 13 loai hinh ctia
song bang, khi séng bang bam vao sudn nai tuyét, trong luc tw than sé khién nd chim cham luu dong
nhu 13 thach hoa qua vay. Thé nhung, néu lung chirng ngon ndi tuyét ay lai bi song bang xam thuc hay
thién nhién hinh thinh mot chd triing hinh cai thia, vy thi song bang s& thanh miéng thach hoa qua bén
trong thia, chi can hinh dang ‘cai thia’ d6 khong bién doi thi phan day séng bang ciing s& khong luu
dong. Rat rd rang, trudc mat ching ta chinh 12 hinh thai song bang thtr hai. Diéu niy ciing giai thich tai
sao trong long song bang lai bao ton duoc mot tda cung dién trén nghin nim tudi nhur thé.”

“Con c¢6 nguyén nhan thir ba nita,” gido su Phuong Tan bo sung, “thir bang xay

nén toa cung dién ndy...” ong cam cai duc bang, dung hét strc luc toan than g 1én mit tudng, chi
thay cai duc bang chuyén dung bi hat ving ra, trén tuong khong hé ¢ 1dy mot vét xudc. gido su
Phuong Tan néi: “Thay chua, bang ndy khong thé 1a biang thanh hinh tir nhién bén trong song bang
duoc. C6 nhan xay dung nén cung dién nay da cho thém mot so vat chat khac vao trong biang, khién
nhitng birc twdng niy thoat nhin thi trong sudt con hon pha 1€, thuc ra cig hon ca sat thép. C6 phai
vay khong ha anh Cuong Nhat Pho Bac?”

“Unm, t6 tién chung t01 cling nghi nhu vay déy.” Cuong Nhat Phd Bac budc 1én trude, trén vach
bang anh sang nhiéu mau ruc r& nhu ngoc luu ly, bén canh 1a mot hang phap luan bang bang cao chirng
ba truong(2), mit bén phap ludn déu c6 ky hiéu Ung Trong, “Co diéu, chd than ky cta tda bang cung
ndy khong chi nim & ban than kién tric. ..” Khong hiéu anh ta ¢3 cham vao chd nio, nhitng phap luan
cao dén hon ba truong kia da tir tir chuyén dong.

“Um... um...” theo chuyén dong chim dan ctia phap luan, ca toan bang cung bong phat ra Am
thanh cia Mang dong, mot loai khi cu ctia Phat gido dung trong cc nghi 18, ké d6 lai co tiéng danh
vang, nghe nhur chiim choe, rdi ca tiéng trong “ting tiing ting” cling vang 1én. Nhitng 4m thanh 4y twa
ho hoa vao trong gid, nhu gan ma lai nhu xa, phiéu phiéu vo dinh, chirng nhu ¢ noi xa xam ndo do
dang tién hanh mot trudng phéap su ciia Phat gia hay nghi 18 cua Ban gido vay.

Hoa theo tiéng nhac 1& ton gido dén tir chén hu khong 4y, bon canh cira bang cung cling dong loat
mo ra.

Khéng chi c¢6 vy, ca phia bén trong tda bang cung cling xay ra nhitng bién hoa nghiéng trdi 1éch
dat, dat bang tir tir ding cao, hinh hanh nhirng bac thang 1én xdng; mdt s6 bé tuong Phat chim xudng, dé
nhitng bé khac 16n hon lai nho 1én. Lic niy toa bing cung trong hét nhu bén trong mdt cong xudng ché
tac bang bang vay, vo s6 miy moc hoat dong lién tiép khong ngimng, phat ra di thr Am thanh ciia cac

loai nhac khi, déng thoi diéu chinh bién hoa ca dang mao bén ngoai.

1. C6 céc tén goi khac, 1a Thiét Luan Vi Son, Ludn Vi Son, Kim Cuong Son, Kim Cuong Vi Son. Trong thé gioi quan Phat gido, Tu Di
Son I trung tAm, c¢6 tim ndi tAm bién viy quanh, ngoai cling 14 ngon nui bang sit thép, goi 1 Thiét Vi Son, tirc i ngon niii viy boc ca
bén bién xung quanh Tu Di Son.

2. Truong Trung Hoa = 3,33 mét.



Cuc Nam miéu

Khi tat ca hoan thanh, mdt toa cung dién con huy hoang hon, hung vi hon stng siing hién 1én trude
mat moi ngudi. Néu noi toa biang cung khi ndy ho thdy da c6 thé coi 1a ky tich ctia kién triic nhan loai,
vay thi gio khac nay day, diéu ho trong thdy chi co thé 1a ky tich ctia hang phim hoat hinh Dreamwork
sang tao ra ma thdi. Gido su Phuong Tan dot nhién cam thiy choang vang mit may, tri tué ciia con
ngudi qua 14 vo cliing vo tn, riéng nhitng bién hoa trudc mat day thoi cling da khién 6ng khong sao
tudng twong ndi réi. Con Nhac Duong chi c6 thé khé kinh ngac thdt 1én mot tiéng: “Oi cha...”

“Oi cha... 6i cha.. 6i cha” tda bang cung lap tirc phong dai tiéng kéu ctia Nhac Duong 1én may
1an, vo so tiéng vong cung luc vang 1én. Cuong Nhat Pho Bac voi kéo Nhac Duong sang mot bén,
canh c4o anh chang: “Chd cdu dtng vira hay lai chinh 13 vi tri héi 4m & cira Péng Nam, & trong day
thi n6i ning nhé nhe thdi. Ky thyc, toa cung dién nghin nim tudi nay da sap khéng tru duoc nira rodi.”

Ctra 16n vira mo, Cuong Lap lién tung ting chay vot vao trong, nhay tot 1én trén Lién hoa bao toa,
chd ay rd rang 13 noi nd thich nam nhat. O trén dai cao, 4nh duong ruc rd, quang sang bay sic twa nhu
anh dén san khau chiéu 1én than thé nd, lam bo 16ng trang bac ciing anh 1én nhidu mau sic ryuc 3.

Moi ngudi déu mang theo mdt tam trang thanh kinh cat budce tién vao toa cung dién than thanh, khi
dén gan nhitng btrc diéu khic than ky tir bang tuyét hon nita, 4nh sang ruc r& bay mau khién nguoi ta
dang trao mot thir cam giac khong chan thuc. Sac mau trong mong 4o, cung dién trong mong ao, tat ca,
déu chi nhu mot gidc mong. Ngude nhin nhitng miu sdc mé ao, nghe tiéng Phan 4m vang dén tir chén
xa vO1i, moi ngudi ding ddi mit vdi tuong bang, trude mat khong ngo lai xuat hién ao anh. Trac Moc
Cudng Ba thiy minh va em gai dang ngdi trén bii co xanh nd dua vui vé; doi truong H6 Duong thay
minh dang ndm chit hai tay vo lac ¢6 sap sinh nd; giao su Phuong Tan nhin lai khoanh khic con trai
minh 1én may bay roi khoi dat nude; Truong Lap thdy minh va me va ca mot bong hinh cao 16n mo hd
cung dua vao nhau déy hanh phtc; Nhac Duong théy cO chi minh dang hét nuGe hét cai dd danh
khuyén nhti mot thang bé khong chiu n com; Ba Tang thi trong thiy nhitng dong d6i nim xua dang
chinh d6n lai d6i ngii dé xuat phat, ai niy déu cudi dua vui vé; Pudng Man thi thiy con thuyén ca nho
neo bén bo bién va cd bé mai toc ddm hoi suong ciing vdi cau bé trai dang ngdi & dau thuyén day mai
chéo; con Lit Canh Nam thi thdy toa cung dién thAm nghiém sirng sing, cuing nhitng trudng 130 uy
nghiém va ca buc tranh clia ngudi dan 6ng tré tudi ay nita; duy chi Lat ma A La 10ng sang nhu guong,
khéng hé bi 4o gidc quay nhiéu.

Tiéng nhac troi tiéu tan, anh duwong ciing dan bj swong mu ngin tré, quing sang bay mau tir tir

khuét di, chi dé lai mot vong nhitng tic pham diéu khic bang bing long lanh ruc r&. Moi ngudi bay



gio mGi suc tinh khoi 4o gidc. Khoanh khic Ay, tat ca déu nhin lai nhitng thoi khic khé quén nhat trong
cudc doi minh, tAm trang kich dong vo cung. Lic ndy lai nghe thiy mdt trang tiéng “u uu” chdi tai,
Nhac Duong lién hoi: “Am thanh gi thé?”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac ngang dau, nhin dinh vom néi: “Toi di ndi réi ma, toa cung dién niy s& sap
bat ctr lic nio ma.”

Lat ma A La nghe ma tim nhu that lai, voi hoi: “Sao lai thé? Chang phai n6 di stng sitng dimg day
c4 ngan nim qua roi sa0?”’

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac guong cudi dap: “Ping vay, tuy rang c6 nhin di thém vao trong bang mot so
vat chat dac thi, khién n6 trd nén kién cd bén viing, nhung du sao thi ciing chi 1a biang da, gio ca dong
song bang nay déu sap tan chay ra roi, lam sao ching ton tai mdt minh duge.” Anh ta chi vao hang tru
bang phia bén ngoai ndi tiép, “Van nhé hdi t6i con nho, nhitng cot tru ndy phai to gip doi bay gio,
nhung hién tai thi ching da khong thé nao chéng d& duoc dong song bing trén dinh nita roi, Am thanh
vira ndy, chinh 1a do chung va dong song bang bén trén nghiéng 1éch va cham phat ra. Con ca nhirng
khe bang, mdi roi ching ta di qua do, trude day tit ca déu co mot ting bang phu 1én bén trén, chi c6
diéu gio da tan hét ca roi, dic biét 1a khoang gan hai muoi nim nay, séng bing tan chay rat ghé gom.
Nghe n6i, khi t6 tién ching t6i phét hién ra toa bang cung nay, song bing con vuon xudng dudi nui
may chuc dim, 161 vao cta cung dién kéo dai ra tin bén ngoai song bang, co dudong 19n, théng duoc ca
xe ngwa, con gio thi tit ca ching déu da cung bién mét véi dong song biang roi.”

Than thd mot hdi, Cuong Nhat Pho Bac chot 1on tiéng goi: “Cuong Lap, xudng ddy, 3 bao may
khong dugc 1én trén Ay co ma!”

Chi thdy Cwong Lap cudn tron minh trén dai sen, miéng can lay dudi, chéc chdc lai dirng lai nhin
xudng mit bang, dung ludi stra sang bo 10ng trang toat ciia minh, twa hd dang rat han thuong nhan sac
cua minh vay.

L& Canh Nam n6i: “Toa cung dién nay hung vi ky la, song khong phai 1a no1 chiing ta dung chan,
tiép tuc di thoi.”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac ndi: “Qua bac cp niy di thang vé phia trude, 1a ¢ thé di ra tir cira chinh
Tay, con dudng ndy co thé xuyén qua song bang. Toi chi biét dén day thoi, dudng phia sau nhu thé nao
thi khong thé gitip moi nguoi duge nita.”

Lat ma A La lai noi: “Doi... doi thém mot chat nira di, dé toi ngém thém mot chut nira.”

Lir Canh Nam 14y 1am kho hiéu: “Pai su A La?”

Lat ma A La néi: “Néu t6i doan khong 1am, noi day chinh 1a mot trong T Phuong miéu — Cuc
Nam miéu d6.”

“Gi c0?”, “Gi ha”, “Pai su ndi gi vay?” May tiéng kéu kinh hai ctng thot 1én.

Lat ma A La nhu bit tai 1am ngo, tiép tuc noi: “Cuc Nam miéu hay con goi la Tuyét son thiy tinh



miéu, toan bo duoc xay dung tir thach anh nti tuyét,lél hinh anh thu nhé ctia Pan thanh, chia 1am ba téng
thuong, trung, ha. Tang thuong 14 Phap khi chiu bao cac, ting trung 1a Kinh dién céc, tang ha 1a dién
duong tho twong Phat, trén mai va tudng ngodi ctia cac tang 1an lugt duoc cham vé bon vong Luan hoi
d6, di quanh chila mot vong, tong cong co6 mot tram 1é tim bang tinh Phap luan, cao ba truong, ning
chin nghin chin trim can. Néu c6 thé dung strc ngudi day phap luan ndy mot vong, thi bang nhu xoay
chuyén phap luan binh thudng mot nghin 1an, dat dugc chinh phap than; ngudi xoay chuyén ca mot
tram linh tam phép luan, c6 thé khién ching sinh trong luc dao luan hoi thay déu hudng an lac.”

“Cuc Nam miéu? Noi day chinh 1a Cyc Nam miéu?” Trac Moc Cudng Ba hoang mang nhin quanh
quét, toa cung dién vuot ngoai sirc twdng trong cia con ngudi ndy, rét cude con ting an bi mat gi nira?
(GGa hoi: “Tai sao, tai sao lai hoan toan khac vo1 nhirng gi t61 va cha t61 biét vay?”

Lat ma A La néi: “T& phwong miéu von 13 nhitng noi cuc ky bi mat, sau khi xay dung, nguoi doi
chi biét dén tén ching, chit khong hé biét bon cong trinh ndy nim & noi dau. Hon nita, T phuong miéu
nay khong chi trong trung cho su gidu c¢6 cua vuong triéu Thé Phon, ma con dai dién cho trinh do kién
tric cao nhit cua ca vuong triéu, c6 thé ndi, ndam xua viéc xay dung T phwong miéu ndy con gian nan
kho khin hon ca xdy dung B6 DPat La cung nita. Vé sau trai qua chién loan lién mién, lai cang khong
thé tra lai duoc, ngudi doi sau nhd lai chuyén xua, c¢6 ké thi dya vao nién dai ciia c6 miéu ma suy
doan ra Tt phuong miéu, c6 ngudi lai dua vao quy mo kién triic va gia tri lich st dé lam cin ctr doan
dinh. Vi vay, Tt phuong miéu lién c6 rat nhiéu tén va dia chi khac nhau, nhung trong s6 d6 c6 thé noi
rang khong c6 mot ngdi T phwong miéu thyc sy ndo. Ché quén rang, T phuong miéu 1a bén ngdi
Tran Bién miéu dugc Tang vuong Tung Tan Can B6 xdy dung sau khi théng nhit cao nguyén, ching
khéng ¢ khu vye trung tim cao nguyén, ma 1a ¢ bién gidi Tho Phon nim d¢6. Mudn tim Tt phuwong
miéu, trude tién phai 1am rd xem bién gigi Tho Phon vao thoi Tung Tan Can B6 14 ¢ dau, ma van dé
ndy thi chi e cac hoc gia chuyén gia ngiy nay rat khoé ma vach ra chinh xac dugc.”

Truong Lap lién 1én tiéng: “Noi nhu vay thi, truéc mat ching ta ddy chinh 1a ngdi Cuc Nam miéu
bi don di sach s€ u? Noi ndy nai cao dudong hiém, 1am sao ho chuyén dugc tuong Phat va bao nhiéu
vat bau to1 day nhi, roi sau d6 lam sao lai chuyén di duoc nira?”

Nhac Duong budc 1én bac cp bang bang: “Néu noi day chinh 13 Cuc Nam miéu, vay thi vét tich
con dudng ching ta phat hién chd lung ching ndi khong phai c6 dao Pudng — Phién roi, ma chac 1a
con duong xua din thing dén Cuc Nam miéu, chang phai chit Cwong Nhat Phd Bac vira ndi, ngdy xua
c6 ca dudng 16n thong duoc xe ngua hay sao? Chic 13 thoi thuong cd ¢6 mdt con dudng cho xe ngwa
di thang t6i chd ndy, chi 1a gio ddy ngon nui ciing da thay hinh doi dang, vay nén chung ta mdi khong
tim thdy con duong d6 ma thoi. A, phai roi, Cuc Nam miéu nay c6 1& 13 do Pao quan Anh sang canh
gitt thi phai, & ddy dudng nhu khong c6 ting x4, chang trach & lung chirng nui lai thiy nhiéu nham
dong nhu thé.”



Gi4o su Phuong Tan gat dau: “Vay thi cling giai thich dugc tai sao huyén Dat

Ma lai dugce goi 1a Ngao chau. Nam xua c6 mét canh thuoc Pao quan Anh sang tran tha & day, tat
nhién 13 ho s& din theo chién ngao dén, nhitng con ché ngao diing manh nhat, trung thanh bao vé chi
nhan nhét, d6 chinh 13 hau dué cia chién ngao ma!” Trac Mdoc Cuong Ba ndi: “Con ca 11 soi kia nira,
chiing c6 thé nghe hiéu lang tiéu, e 1a ciing chinh vi nguyén nhin nay. Chung 13 nhitng con s6i nguoi
Qua Ba dé lai.”

Truong Lap noi: “Kha ning nay chic khong 16n 1am chir, ca nghin ndm trdi qua roi, 18 nao ching
n6 van nhd dugce?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba noi: “Cau khong hiéu roi, tri thirc cta loai s6i déu 1a truyén thira trong gia
toc, chi can béy dan nha ching khong bi giét sach, chung s€ dem nhirng tri thirc minh hoc duogc truyén
hét cho cac doi sau, doi sau nira.”

Lit Canh Nam n6i: “Vay thi, str sach chép riang, nhitng chau bau hdi mon va cac tugng Phat ciia
Van Thanh cong chtia xut hién 1an cudi trude mat nguoi doi chinh la & huyén Pat Ma, r6t cude 1a do
Pao quan Anh sang mang tir noi khac dén day? Hay 1a mang bau vat trong Cuc Nam miéu chuyén dén
mot noi nao khac?”

Nhac Duong tién thém mdt bude nira: “Vay tam ban do trong tay chung ta thi sao, rot cudc 13 no
dan ching ta dén Bac Ba La, hay 1a chi dén toan Cuc Nam miéu nay?”

“Chac khong phai Cyc Nam miéu dau,” Lir Canh Nam lac dau noi, “can 1am cho rd trinh tir lich
su, trude tién 1a Bao quan Anh sang mang hét chiu bau tuong Phat trong Cuc Nam miéu di, rdi sau d6
mo1 xay dung Bac Ba La thin miéu. Bac Ba La Xay xong, chién loan két thuc, st gia moi tré lai Tay
Tang, mang theo truyén thuyét vé Bac Ba La than miéu, dong thoi dé lai tim ban d6 nay. Khi ay, st gia
hién nhién biét r6 Cuc Nam miéu d3 bi vo vét sach tron, tai sao con v& mot birc ban d6 dua chung ta
to1 day lam gi nira? Vi vay, suy luan cta céc chuyén gia c6 kha nang 16n hon... phia sau nhirng ngon
nui nay con mot khe nui khac, giéng nhu thon Nap Lap vay, Bac Ba La, duoc an giéu chinh trong noi1
do.”

Pi bén trong toa bang cung bién hoa khon ludng nay cir nhu thé dang xuyén qua hanh lang khong
gian vay, Nhac Duong va Truong Lap cam dén pin chiéu roi khip phia, tram trd xuyt xoa trudc su
bién 4o cua anh sang ciing nhu két cdu diéu khac bang. Gido sw Phuong Tan thi chin nan nhin man hinh
may tinh, toa thiy tinh cung ma dng kinh may quay ghi lai, chi 1a mot ddm mau sic 16m doém loang 16,
khong thé nao ghi lai dugc hét toan bd ky quan kién trac nay dugc.

Béc thang bang vira dai vira tron, Pudng Man thic mic: “Tai sao phai xay bac thang cao thé nay
nhi?”’

Poi trudng H6 Duong ndi: “Co bé con, day chinh 1a chd tinh diéu trong k¥ nghé kién tric ctia



ngudi xua day, nhitng bac thang ndy mot 1a co thé ton 1én vé uy nghiém va trang trong cho tuong Phat,
hai 12 dé nhitng tin d6 dén triéu bai trgng Phat c6 10ng thanh trong tim, khong trai kho khin, 1am sao
dic dugce chan kinh? C6 nhin di, dén ca nhitng don biang bén canh bac cap ciing rat dugc chi v, thir
nghi ma xem, khi dat phap khi 1€n nhitng don bang nay, thoat nhin khong phai nhu dang lo ltng trén
khong hay sao0?”

Nhac Duong chot 1én tiéng: “d6i trudng HO, hinh nhu khong phai thoat nhin gidng nhu dang lo
ltrng dau, anh nhin kia kia, kia khong phai dang lo Itng thi 1a gi?”

Moi ngudi dwa mét nhin, chd anh dén ctia Nhac Duong tro toi, mot dai sen bang dudng kinh do
hai mét dang lo lirng trén khong trung, tir tir chuyén dong. Truong Lap ha hdc mém thét 1én: “Pay. ..
day... dong luc & daura vay?”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac lién giai thich cho moi ngudi: “Gid, 12 strc gio. Cu thé nhu thé nao thi toi
cling khong biét, t6i chi biét ngudi xwa da 1am rat nhiéu thir bén ngoai song bing dé dan cudng phong
trén ndi tuyét vao bén trong, chuyén hoa va tich trir ching lai. Nang nhitng pho twong Phét khong 10,
md ctra 16n bing cung, chuyén dong bang phap ludn, tat ca déu 13 nho vao strc gid. Chang nhitng vay, o
day von co rat nhiéu co quan khac, t6 tién ching t6i da phai tén rat nhiéu sinh mang méi 1am rd dugc
ngudn gbe va tic dung ctia nhirng chét 1y 4y.”

Truong Lap l1ay 1am ky quai noi: “Cht Cuong Nhat Pho Bac, gia toc cht khong phai rat 1oi hai
hay sao, nhitng co' quan 4y, theo 1y ma noi...”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac lac dau: “Cau khong biét nhitng ngudi thiét ké co quan Ay loi hai thé nao
dau, co6 thé noéi mdi co quan déu 1a do thién tai thiét ké ra. Tam chua néi chuyén gi khac, chi riéng chat
liéu thoi, nghe cac bac tién boi ké lai, am khi & trong ddy toan bo déu lam bang bang, mit thuong cin
ban khong thé phat hién ra duoc, nhiéu vi to tién nha t6i con chua hiéu chuyén gi xay ra thi di...” Anh
guong cudi mot tiéng, doan ndi tiép: “Néu ding nhu vi phap su nay ndi, toa Cuc Nam miéu niy chinh
1 noi Pao quan Anh sang tran thi, vay thi c6 thé chét bdi co quan ctia Pao quan Anh sang chinh thong
toi nghi nhitng bac to tién ay ciing c6 thé nhim mat duoc r6i.”

Gido su Phuong Tan ndi: “VAy ching phai noi niy rat nguy hiém hay sao?”

Cuong Nhat Phd Bac cudi cudi, noi ngén gon: “Yén tam di, trudc anh hudng cua thién nhién,
nhitng co quan 4y déu da bi pha hay tir 1au r6i.”

Moi ngudi déu hiéu rd Cuong Nhit Pho Bac ndi thé nghia 1a gi. Puong Man 1am bam: “Van 1a
con nguoi thoi.”

Lic nay, Nhac Duong va Truong Lap lai phat hién ra mot chd ky quai nita, phia truéc mot bao
toa, lai cO mot tim guong bang to tuong, con cao hon ca Truong Lap. Bude lai gf?m, mo1 phat hi¢n bén
trong tim guong bang 4y con mot tim guong tron nho nita, khoang cach gitra hai mit gwong tim

khoang gan nim muoi centimet, khong biét 1a dé 1am gi. Pang to mo, dot nhién trong gwong xuit hién



mot con thi 16n hung dir, cai miéng to nhu chiu mau, ddu mot phat nudt chirg ca ba Nhac Duong ciing
khong né ha gi, 1am anh chang so giat bdn minh, cuéng cudng giat [ui vé sau.

Con thi khong 16 4y lai tir phia sau tim guong chui ra, Nhac Duong gid méi nhin rd, ndo ¢6 quai
tht gi dau chtr, 16 ranh ranh 1a Cuong Lap. Cuong Lap mit cong nhu vang nguyét, cudi “khuc khuc”

'99

may tiéng. Nhac Duong chiéu dén pin vao, ndi: “Cuong Lap, may 1a do hu d6n!” Cuong Lap lai rut
dau vao phia sau tim grong bang, lién tirc khic bién thanh mot con thu khong 16 nhe nanh maa vudt
doa Nhac Duong.

Gi4o su Phuong Tan néi: “Um, nguo1 xua da 191 dung mot cdch hoan hdo tinh chat phan xa va
chiét xa cua anh sang, chi can dat gifra hai tAm guong mot buc trgng Phat nhd, nhin i phia chinh dién
s& 1a mot pho twong khong 16 cao dén may truong. Tri tué ctia c6 nhan that dang kinh ngac d6!”

Poi trudng H6 Duong ndi vi Cuong Nhat Phd Bac: “Tat ca moi thr & noi nay déu 1a két tinh ctia
tri tu¢ nhan loai ma, 1€ ra phai dé toan thé g161 biét dén. Cuong Nhat Phd Bac, tai sao anh khong bao
v6i nha nude cha? Tai sao cac ngudi phai chon dau bi mat nay?” Cuong Nhat Pho Bac dwa mat nhin
doi truong Hb Duong, roi lai nhin sang phia Trac Mdoc Cuong Ba, thd dai: “Trong gia toc chiing to1,
bat ¢t ngudi nao biét dén noi niy, déu phai thé doc, 151 nguyén ay vo cing dang so, moi ngudi khong
thé hiéu n6i ddu. Tém lai, bat cir thanh vién nao trong gia toc, néu dan hodc néi cho nguoi nao do
khong phai thanh vién trong gia toc vé bi mat ndy, y s& mat di thir quy gid nhat trong doi minh...”

Poi truong HO Duong khuyén giai: “Anh khong nén tin vao nhitng 101 thé nhu thé...”

“Pu rdi!” Cuong Nhat Phd Bac nghiém giong néi, “Mudi miy ndm trude, t0i cling tirng nghi thé,
vay nén Lap Chan d3 dan doi khao sat khoa hoc ctia nha nuéc vao dai tuyét son, vay nén... t61 da mat
di thtr quan trong nhat trong doi minh. ..” Giong Cuong Nhat Phd Bac bdng tré nén nghen ngio, khong
néi tiép dugce nira.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba noi: “A qua, ching t6i hiéu ndi kho ctia anh, khong ai & ddy c6 thé trach anh
duoc.: Pudng Man ciling u uat néi: “Chang trach chit Cuong Nhat Pho Bac néi thé nao ciing khong chiu
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thira nhan 1a cha 4y dan chung ta dén day, cha 4y yéu vo qua ma!” Noi doan, o lai ngude nhin Trac
Moc Cuong Ba, nét mat dan xen nhiéu cam xtc phtre tap.

Trong chinh dién c6 nam chiéc bé thap, Trac Moc Cudng Ba luc nay dang quan sat con ming xa
c6 doi canh quan chit 1y chiéc Tu Di toa & chinh gitta, con ming xa nay toan than day vay, than thé
vira hay quan tron mot vong xung quanh chiéc toa tuong trung cho thé gidi Tu Di, tréng séng dong nhu
that, phang phat nhu dang tir tir chuyén dong. “Kukulcan!” Trac Moc Cudng Ba bat thét 18n thanh tiéng.

“Gi ha, cau ndi con ran nay éy ha?” Cuong Nhat Phd Bac néi, “Khong, day co 1€ 1a con ran biét
bay trong tin nguong Ban giéo, déng tho1 trong An Do g140, no lai tugng trung cho sy dan sinh vii try.
Cau nhin ma xem, con ran ndy c6 vay, chic 1a sau khi Van Thanh céng chiia mang hinh anh con rong &

Trung Nguyén dan nhap vao Tay Tang, hinh dang né méi c6 sy thay doi nhu vay. Moi ngudi ciing



trong thay roi ddy, toa bang cung niy khong chi 1a két cdu dang thirc ctia Tang truyén Phat gido, dong
thoi con gin giit rat nhidu thir cua Ban gido, ching to rang, giai doan dau khi Tang vuwong Tung Tan
Can B tién hanh cai cach ton gido tin ngudng, hoan toan khong phai lam kiéu dudi tan giét tuyét, ma
1a tir tr tién hanh cai cach.”

Truong Lap & bén canh noi: “Nhac Duong, lai ddy ma xem, biang & chd nay khac véi nhitng chd
khac.”

Nhac Duong lai nhin, chi thiy ting biang & chd bao toa dy anh 1én mot sac vang ong anh, chiéu dén
pin vao, lai cang ruc 1én anh kim quang ruc rd, anh chang lién budt miéng thét 18n: “Chac khong phai
1a vang day chu?”

Gido su Phuong Tan 1én tiéng: “Chinh 13 vang ddy. Cau chura hoc vé hoat dong khuéch tan cua céac
phan tir a? Khi tugng Phat vang dit trén bé bang mdt tho1 gian dai, phan tr vang va phan tir bang sé
tham thau 1an nhau, dé lai trén mat bang sdc vang nhan nhat.”

“Poi chat dd, Nhac Duong cdu ding ctr dong. .. huéng anh dén qua day.” Truong Lap nam chit
canh tay cAm dén chiéu ctia Nhac Duong, tron mit [én quan sat k§ ludng vach bang phia sau chiéc bé,
doan néi: “Gido su, ong xem trong mat bang nay hinh nhu cé ngudi thi phdi? Chi khi nao Nhac Duong
chiéu nhu vay thi mé1 ¢6, khé dong day la bién mat luén.”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan vira nhin, 1ién thich tha reo 18n: “Gioi that, day co 1€ 1a hién twgng twong tu
nhu hinh anh laser 14p thé vay.”

Truong Lap 1ay 1am ngac nhién thdt: “Hinh anh laser 14p thé, & day? Chang 1& ngudi xua ciing ¢6
k¥ thuat nay sao?”

“Khong, khong,” gido su Phuong Tan lic dau noi, “khong phai vay, ki thuat tao dung hinh anh
laser 1ap thé 13 thong qua hién twrong nhiéu xa anh sang thay ddi sy sap xép ctia nhitng phan tir cuc nho
bé, luu gitt hinh anh 1én phwong tién truyén dan nao do, day 1a mot qué trinh vo cting phtrc tap. Nhung
chit bang thuan nhu ¢ day hoan toan co thé 1am vat truyén dan, dong thoi 16p phan tir vang trén bé miat
bao toa chinh 1a cac vi hat, néu d6t nhién c6 anh sang manh chiéu vao 1am bién dong vi tri cua ching,
thi ¢ thé tao ra sy trung hop, in hinh anh vao trong ting bang. Day khong phai ki thuat cua c6 nhén,
ma 13 hién twong quang hoc ngiu nhién xay ra trong thé gidi tu nhién, ciing gidng nhu 13 “hai thi thin
lau’ vay, hét strc hiém théy. Dich dén chiéu xuéng thép chat nita, chAm cham thoi, noi khong chung,
ching ta s& thiy anh tuong 1ap thé clia noi ndy may tram ndm trudc hodc thim chi 1a miy nghin ndm
trude do.”

Khi hinh anh trong tang bang dan dan hién rd, qua nhién trong hét nhu hinh anh laser 14p thé vay.
Nhung Nhac Duong chi thiy c6 tay dau nhéi 1én, voi hét toang: “Anh 1am cai tro gi vay, co tay toi sap
gy lia ra roi!”

Truong Lap bop chit c¢b tay Nhac Duong, chi vao bong ngudi trong tang bing noi: “Pay 1a... day
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la... day la muu sat



Tuyét vong

Gi4o su Phuong Tan ciing hoan toan thin tho, hinh anh 1ap thé trong ting bang tong cong c6 ba
ngudi, hién twong quang hoc 4y khién ca nét mit mdi nguoi ciing gitt lai hoan toan, that kho ma tudng
tuong noi. Mot nguoi dan 6ng mét ba goc, quﬁn 40 rach rudi nam dudi dat, trén mit cé6 mot vét seo
dang s, nhin c6 vé nhu nguoi ndy dugc hai nguoi con lai ctru dua dén toa bing cung ndy. Trong hinh
anh 14p thé d6, y dang tron mat cudi dién cudng, mot tay chong nguoi 1én, tay kia thi nhanh chong dam
thr gi d6 vao lung nguoi phu nit ding trude minh.

Bén trong trang phyc leo nui ctia ngudi phu nit ay 13 ¢6 4o kiéu dan toc Tang, cd xoay lung vé
phia tén hung thi, dang luc loi gi d6 trong thi 40 dung d6 cap ciru, nét mit day vé lo lang quan thiét, 1o
rang trong khoanh khéc bi luu hinh anh vao ting biang ndy, c6 van chura hé c6 cam giac dau don. Bén
canh c6 gai 1a mot thanh vién khac trong d6i leo nai, chiéu cao, nét mit trong ciing c6 miy nét giong
gidng Truong Lap, trén trang phuc con in ca quoc ky Trung Qudc, anh ta dang vuon tay chop lay cb tay
tén hung thi, miéng hoi md ra, tua nhu dang hét 1én canh bao. Nhin y phuc va ba 16 trén lung ba nguoi
ndy, c6 thé thay thoi gian cua hinh anh 1ap thé nay cach hién tai khong xa 1am, Nhac Duong tyra nhu
suc nhé ra diéu gi do, anh run run giong, ct tiéng: “Cha... chu Cuong Nhat Pho Bac!”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac ngoanh dau lai, thiy ba ngudi bon Nhac Duong dang ngdy ngan ra nhin vao
véach bang, lién nghi hodc budc 1én thém miy budc nira, di trong thay trong birc vach nhu c6 su la gi.
Anh lién dirng buée, dimg thin tho ra khoang hai giy, roi lai budc 1én miy budc nita, sic mit bat dau
bién d6i, thém mot hai budc nita, tay chan lién lanh toat run 1én ban bat, roi bat chot lao vt téi nhu
mili tén, trdng chirng nhu khong ai c6 thé ngin can ndi. Cuong Nhat Pho Bac lao thang t6i trudc vach
bang, co hong hét 1€n: “Lap Chan...” chi goi dugc mot cai tén éy, roi khong sao thdt 1én ndi thém tiéng
nao ntra.

Khong ngd qua nhién lai 1 vay, Nhac Duong nghe thdy tiéng Cuong Nhat Pho Bac gam thét, dot
nhién thdy trong tim minh dau that lai ma khong hiéu vi sao, néu chang phai Truong Lap van nim chat
canh tay, suyt chut nita anh da khong giir vitng duoc ngon dén chiéu kia roi. Con Truong Lap thi cling
nhu bi ma nhdp, ct bau chit c6 tay Nhac Duong, do ra bat dong.

Ban tay run ray cia Cuong Nhat Phé Bac md mim trén burc tudng bing, nét mit Lap Chan sao ma
r0 rang dén thé, twa hd nhu & ngay truoc mét, c6 van xinh dep, van vui twoi, ltic ndo c6 ciing chi nghi
cho nguoi khac, cai tén ¢ phia sau kia, han mudn giét em d6! Anh mat 4c doc ay lam trai tim Cuong
Nhat Phd Bac nhoé m 4u, dot nhién, anh ta cling khong con phan bi¢t dugc dau la 4o giac dau la sy that

nira, anh muon lao vao ctru Lap Chan, mudn can t€n xau xa tan bao doé lai! Anh gio cao nam dam, ra



strc ddm manh vao mit bang, anh phai pha v& chudng ngai vat ndy, dé c6 thé dén bén Lap Chan mot
14n nita.

Birc trong biang d6 da gan ngan nim khong tan chay, cimg con hon sat thép bé tong, dau nim tay
lam sao ¢6 thé dap v& cho noi. Sau miy ct dam, trén mét bang da toe ra miy bong hoa méau, bon Trac
Moc Cudng Ba nhin thdy ma thay déu kinh hoang bién sic, duy chi c6 Cuong Nhat Pho Bac 1a hoan
toan khong cam giac gi, cir vung nim tay ddm 1én, mot ddm, rdi lai mot ddm nira giang thing xudng
btrc tudng bang. Anh ta phai pha v& chudng ngai chin dudng ndy, anh ta phai ctru Lap Chan ra khoi
noi day!

Trac Mgc Cuong Ba x6ng 1€n ngan chan Cuong Nhat Pho Bac lai, ndi: “A qua, v6 dung thoi, a
qua! Anh dirng ty 1am t6n thwong minh nira! Chi Lap Chan sé& dau long 1am d4y! Nhac Duong, chiéu
dén ra chd khac di!”

C6 tay Nhac Duong dang bi Truong Lap gitt chit & do, anh ciing khong 1am gi dwoc nita.

“Cau bo t61 ra, Lap Chan ¢ bén trong kia kia! Cau bo t61 ra...” Cuong Nhat Pho Bac ra stc vung
vay, roi dot nhién khoc réng 1én, khoc nhu mot dira tré, bi thwong ma yéu 6t, bat luc c6 don ma tinh
mich, bao nhiéu ngay dém chd ngdng, bao nhiéu nhd nhung sau tham, tat ca déu hoa thanh nude mat
trao tudn ra nhu sudi trong mot khoanh khac nay. Cuong Lap tién lai gan, diu dang liém nudc mat cho
Cuong Nhat Pho Bac, théy man man, nd ngoanh dau lai nhin, bén trong téng bang kia la nit chu nhan
ma minh chua tirng gdp mat hay sao? Khong phai ho dang ctiru ga dan 6ng kia hay sao? Tén kia lam gi
v6i nit chii nhan vay? N6 c6 thé doc hiéu long nguoi, nhung lai khong sao hiéu ndi, quan hé gitra
nguoi voi nguoi, cd sao phire tap dén thé. ..

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac mét méi dua nguoi 1én bure tudong bang, chiéc mil 16ng cao roi Xuéng dat,
tira nhu mot ngudi bénh ning chi con thoi thép hoi thd, hai mat trong rong than thd. D61 mit voi tinh
hubng bat ngd ndy, may ngudi bon Trac Moc Cudng Ba ciling khong nghi ra dugc chi ¥ gi, danh nhao
nhao khuyén giai Cuong Nhat Pho Bac, Nhac Duong ciing thap giong khuyén: “Chu &, chd nén...”

Lo1 con chua noi dit, Cuong Nhat Pho Bac di bat ngo noi tran 16i dinh. Anh ta nhay dung Ién, lao
vut t&1 bén canh b¢ trong, tom chat léy ¢6 40 Nhac Duong, nhic béng anh chang lén. “Tai sao cau lai
chiéu dén loan xa 1én nhu thé!” Cuong Nhat Phd Bac lai nglﬂén rang ken két, co mat giat giat, gao 1én
nhu nat gan x¢é phé)i, “Tai1 sao cau lai goi t€n to61!” Muo1 bay nam roi, mudi bay ndm cho doi, mot
minh trén ndi tuyét ¢ liéu, anh ta van tin twdng va kién tri, gio ddy, hy vong mudi bay nim ay da vo
vun! Tt ca lira gian anh ta ddn hét ca vao Nhac Duong. Nhac Duong ciling im lang khong 1én tiéng, dé
mac cho Cuong Nhat Phd Bac lic qua l4c lai rii rwoi. Nhin nguoi dan 6ng dang thuong trudc mét, tua
nhu con s6i bi thwong trén chon thio nguyén hoang da phin nd gio i 1én véi troi xanh thim tham,
Nhac Duong ¢6 thé hiéu duoc, bai anh ciing tirng mat ngudi than. Trong ltc bi rung lac 4y, anh dot

nhién nhdn ra, mai toc xadm bac cua Cuong Nhat Pho Bac khong ngo ctr ro1 troéc xudng tirng mang 16m,



trong chdc lat da gia di miy chuc tudi, ngon lira sinh ménh dang nhanh chéng lui tan.

“Binh!” Cuong Nhat Pho Bac ép manh Nhac Duong 1én vach tudng bang. Trac Moc Cudng Ba
voi 16n tiéng can ngin: “A qua.”

Cuong Nhat Phd Bac giat minh suc tinh, budng Nhac Duong ra, mat huéng vé phia vach bang, khé
n6i: “Xin 16i.”

Nhac Duong lac dau: “Toi khong sao, chu Cuong Nhat Phd Bac, t6i hiéu duogc tinh cam cua chi,
cha...”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac xua manh tay: “Cac ngudi di di, dé toi yén tinh & ddy mot minh. Di qua toa
bang cung nay 14 ra khoi séng bang 1on rdi, con dudng t6i biét ciing chi dén ddy ma thoi, khong gitp gi
hon duoc nira dau.”

“Chta Cuong Nhat Pho Bac...”

“bi di.”

Lic ndy, Ba Tang chot 1én tiéng: “T6i biét tén hung thi d6.”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac twa nhur khong nghe thiy, nguoc lai chi ¢6 Truong Lap kich dong kéu 1én:
“Anh ndi gi? Anh Ba Tang, anh biét tén hung thii d6 that a? Han 13 ai, hin & dau?”

Ba Tang nhin Cuong Nhat Pho Bac néi: “Hén tén 1a Tay Mé, ciing giong nhu t6i, 1a mot con nhén!”

Truong Lap voi ndi: “Toi nhé chang phai anh Ba Tang da néi 13, ca doi Nhén Xanh cung anh vao
ndi tuyét, chi c6 minh anh 13 séng sot tré ra thoi ma? Dt 101, 1ién thdy Nhac Duong & bén canh ndy
mit lia lja.

Ba Tang noi: “Um, 1an cudi cung do, dich thuc 1a chi c6 mdt minh t61 séng SOt trér ve, nhung tén
d6, han khong tham gia vao lan d6.” Truong Lap ngay ra nhin sic mit Ba Tang van lanh ling hd hitng
nhu thé, khong thé nhan ra chat gi khac la. Nhung ai ngo dugc, trong dau Ba Tang luc ndy dang trao
dang cudn song.

“Tay M&! La may! R6t cudc may da 1am gi roi!”

“Poi trudng. .. toi, toi, tdi ciing chi 1a hét cach...”

“La may d3 dan chung dén day! Chung tao d3 bi may hai chét roi!”

“Néu toi khong 1am vay, toi... t01 s€ bi ching an thit mat...”

“Mubn tao giup may, duoc thoi, hdy tim gitip tao mot nguoi...”

“Néu hin chét roi, thi dao xwong cot hin 1én ddy, giao cho tao, tao mudn dich than xir 1y...”

“Xin 18i, Truong Lap, con nguoi ndy, chi c¢6 thé do tdi dich than xtr 1y ma thoi!” Ba Tang thim nhi
trong 1ong.

Truong Lap lai tiép tuc truy van: “Vay gid han & dau?”

Ba Tang guong cuoi, ndi: “Muoi may nam roi, to1 lam sao biét dugc.”



Cuong Nhat Pho Bac lang 1€ nghe, ué 0ai cit tiéng: “Pugc roi, moi nguo1 khong

can noi nita, di di, di hét di.”

Théy Cuong Nhat Phd Bac lai dudi khach 14n nira, bon Trac Moc Cuong Ba déu hiéu r5 lac nay
16ng anh ta d3 ngudi lanh nhu nam tro tan, luu lai ddy chi bang dé anh ta duoc yén tinh mot minh. Anh
sang phia trén song bang am dam dan, rd rang swong mu da bat dau phu xudng, thoi gian ciing khong
do1 nguoi, vay la tAt ca danh chao tam biét Cuong Nhat Phd Bac, tiép tuc lén duong.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba ning cam Cuong Lap 1én, dan do: “Chiam soc anh y tot vao, roi tao s& quay
lai.” Cuong Lap ctr luu luyén khong roi, nubt nude mat git dau, quay lai ling 18 nim bén tay Cuong
Nhat Pho Bac, ctr ngude 1én nhin theo bong lung xa dan ctia Trac Moc Cuong Ba. Sau khi khuat bong
Cuong Nhat Phd Bac, Truong Lap lai hoi tiép: “Anh no1 that khong déy? Anh Ba Tang, tén Nhén Xanh
ay...” Ba Tang sam nét mit xudng gt dau.

Nhac Duong néi: “Cudng Ba thiéu gia, chi Cuong Nhat Pho Bac liéu c6 xay ra chuyén gi khong?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba lic dau: “Khéng, khong dau, toi biét Cuong Nhat Pho Bac ma, anh 4y 1a
ngudi rat Iy tinh, tuy rang rat thuong nhé chi Lap Chéan, nhung trudc nay anh Ay van luén song kién
cudng lac quan. Hudng hd anh 4y con c6 Cuong Lap nita, Cuong Lap s& chim soc cho anh y.”

Roi khoi thily tinh cung, chiu 4nh hudng cua tim trang Cuong Nhat Pho Bac, ca doan nguoi déu
13ng 18 khong ndi khong rang. Puong di dé di hon trude, nhung canh quan ky di bén dudi khe bang nut
cang lic cang thém x4u xi, roi khoi thiy tinh cung 4m 4p, hoi lanh lai bat dau tir tir ap t6i, nhitng con
gi6 ludn lach khap moi noi men theo nhirng khe nut tran xudng, mdi dau con chi lam dir xung quanh
moi ngudi nhung cang di dén gan khu vuc nat giy chinh, cac khe nirt tré thanh nhirng con da thi hung
ac, khién moi ngudi déu co cam giac tya nhu vira mdi ra khoi Thién duong di dot nhién roi thang
xudng dia nguc A ty vy.

Thi thoang lai c6 mot ludng gi6 ap tGi tua nhu bong u linh, mang theo cam gidc nhu lanh ma chang
phai lanh nhung khién da nguoi ta cing 1én, luét qua bén canh tirng ngudi mot; ¢6 luc gio sé di ludn,
c6 lac gio lai luan quan mdt lac, dung than thé lanh 180 ctia minh xoa 1én guong mit dé hd cta cac
thanh vién trong doan, hoi 1au sau méi luu luyén roi di. Gié ma sat vao cac tru bang phat ra nhitng Am
thanh nhu quy khoc soi gao, twa nhu tiéng ai oan thé luong, lai tra nhu vong hon oan khuat, khién
nguoi ta nghe ma khong khoi som hét da ga.

Bon ho di gitta nhitng tru bang, bén canh la du cac ky thach quai thu tac tir bang d4 nhe nanh nhe
vudt dir ton, cac mom bang lo 1ing trén dau, thé tra ngan cin treo soi toc, co thé db sip xudng bat ctr
lac nao. Mbi khi c6 gid thoi qua 1a mat biang lai roi xudng 14 ta, thim chi con co ca nhitng cuc bang
16n nita, tuy mo1 nguoi da dd1 mii an toan, nhung c6 ai ddm bao dam ré“mg 1an sau tht roi Xuéng dau
khong phai 12 nhitng tang bang khong 16 dai dén mudi may mét, day hang may mét kia chir?

Truong Lap phu trach mdt an toan trén cao, dot nhién nho giong nodi: “Bén trén kia hinh nhu co thir



gi d6.” Anh gio ong nhom 18n, dot nhién ha miéng hit siu mot hoi, hoi 1au sau cling khong néi duoc
tiéng ndo. Nhac Duong thy thé voi hoi: “Sao thé? Nhin thiy cai gi rdi?”

Moi nguoi ngira dau nhin Ién, chi thiy trén dinh dau bi bang che tuyét phu, cac khe nirt tua nhu
duong chi, két thanh mot tAm ludi trai ra xung quanh, trong cac khe nit 4y, c6 thé 16 mo trong thay
nhitng diém den 1am tam nhu hat virng.

Truong Lap ha kinh 6ng nhom Xuéng, dinh than lai sau ct v ctia Nhac Duong, sdc mit to vé hét
strc kinh hi: “La ngudi! Toi nhin thidy mot ngudi bi ket trong khe nut ay, khong biét 1 song hay chét
nira.”

Nhac Duong dén 1ay ong nhom, chi liéc nhin mdt céi, anh chang ciing khong thét 1én ndi 101 ndo.
Lic dwa 6ng nhom vao tay Trac Moc Cudng Ba, chi néi mot cau duy nhat: “Chét roi, xac chét trong
dang so qua!”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba gio dng nhom Ién, troi dat, ga nhin thdy mdt ngudi nude ngodi toc vang mat
xanh, than thé bi ¢6 dinh trong bing, tur thé cta anh ta, trong nhur mot chién si bi thuong kéo 1& doi chan
tan phé, dung doi tay rap minh bo sip trong chién hio. Anh ta md tron trirg hai mit, ring nghién chit,
mbi soi toc déu dung dtng 1én, khong mudn rii xudng, nhung d6i mat trong rong khéng chat than thai
kia dd néi 1én mot diéu hét stre rd rang, anh ta sém dd mat di sy séng, ching qua chi 13 bang tuyét da
cd dinh nét mit anh ta & khoanh khac trudc khi chét ma thdéi. Khong biét da trai qua bao nhiéu nim,
anh ta van c& dung nét mit 4y ma ké cho ngudi doi biét minh da chién dau nhu thé ndo. Chiée 6ng
nhom tur tir chuyén dong, khong chi c6 mot xac chét éy, lai thém mot cai nira, mot cai nira, cang lic
cang nhiéu xac chét xuat hién, mdi cai xac déu lam than kinh Trac Mdc Cuong Ba chan dong manh mé.
Trong nhitng xac chét ay, c6 ca ngudi Trung Qubc, ngudi nudce ngoai, ho mic trang phuc leo ndi cac
mau vang, tim, mdi gwong mit déu 1a nhitng biéu cam khic cbt ghi xwong, c¢é tuyét vong, c6 but khuat,
c6 phan nd, cé thuong tim, nhung bon ho déu co chung mét dac trung. .. tat ca déu tron to d6i mit.

Song bang tyra ho dang chup lai tirng tim anh lich s, luu giit mot cach hoan my nhitng khoanh
khac trude khi chét cia mdi ngudi. Nhin nét mit ho, dudng nhu van con nghe dugc tiéng ho nguyén
riia, tng tran gié 4m vi vu théi, that ching khac ndo vong linh ctia nhitng ngudi da chét Ay dang luét
di, tiéng gid gao thét thé thiét, khién long nguoi cling khong khoi khiép hai. Tong cong Trac Moc
Cudng Ba phat hién sau cai xac, tu thé vo ciing ky quic, c6 nam ngang, c6 bo bam, cd treo ngugc, co
nam Gp sap, con nét mit trude khi chét ctia nhitng con ngudi ay thi gi that khong sao dung ngdn ngir
ma hinh dung ndi. Do, tuyét di 1a mot canh twong khién ngudi ta ca doi ciing kho 6 thé nao quén.
Trac Moc Cudng Ba hiéu rd, tat ca nhirng nguoi nay déu 13 nhitng ké that bai da lya chon con dudng
di trén bé mit song bang. C6 18 ho con nhirng dong ban khac nira, song ké ca nhitng ngudi y ciing chi
c6 thé bat luc nhin ban minh roi xuéng khe nirt, hoang mang luéng cudng khong biét phai lam sao. Xem

ra nhitng nguoi ndy khong hé chét ngay 14p tirc ma bi ket trong khe nirt sdu miy chuc tham chi 1a ca



tram mét, ho quay dap ving vay, nhung khong thé nao nhic nhich dugc. Ho thét gio ma khong c6 hoi
am, sau rot, ho cling strc cung luc kiét, than thé bi cai lanh lam cho té 1iét, mat hét tri giac, mat ca v
thirc. VAy 1a xac chét ho da hoa thanh nhitng btrc diéu khic tuyét vong, tiéng thét gio ciia ho hda thanh
mili nhon cua con gid thoc kinh hon.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba tham kinh hai, néu vira ndy ho khong chon di con dudng bén dudi song bing,
ma vuot qua tir bén trén khe nut, thi trong nhirng ddng d6i nay ctia gi, rat co kha ning rang ciing co
ngudi s& phai & lai day tro thanh tac pham nghé thudt ctia dong song bang, dén ca linh hon ciing bi cAm
cd bén trong thé gidi day bing tuyét nay. Ga tirng nghe ddi truong H6 Duong ndi, ca dong song bing
khong 16 nay trude nay van cham chap dich chuyén, nhitng ké bat hanh xay chan roi xuéng khe nirt, thi
thé s& di dong ciing v6i song bang, thudng 1 phai mot hai chuc nim sau hodc 1au hon nita méi dich
chuyén ra khoi song bang va duoc phat hién, boi thé, trong ddy Himalaya van con an dau vo s di cot
ctia nhitng nguoi mao hiém. VAy con nhitng ngudi nay thi sao? Nhirng ngudi bi ket gitta dong song
bang nay, ho da ¢ ddy bao nhiéu ndm thang r6i? Mudi ndim? Hai muoi ndm? So rang du ca trim nim
nira, ho cling khong thé nao nhin lai duoc 4nh mit troi, mii mii chi co thé 1a mén dd choi cua dong
song bang vi dai!

Puong Man trong thay Trac Moc Cudng Ba ctt mai khong chiu ha dng nhom xudng, lién dua tay ra
dinh gié“mg léy. Trac Mdc Cuong Ba can than né khoi Pudng Man, thép giong thi thAm: “Man Man,
dirng xem.” Noi doan gi 1ién dua ludn 6ng nhom cho d6i tredng H6 Duong.

Vé mit ctia doi truong HO Duong va moi ngudi trude tién 1a chin dong kinh ngac, sau d6 thi ngan
nguoi ra, canh tay cam éng nhom khong t chu dugc ma run 1€n nhe nhe, Trac Moc Cuong Ba ké vin
tat nhitng gi minh nhin thdy cho Pudng Man, dong thoi giai thich tai sao gi lai khong dé c6 xem: “A,

"’

1a anh Ay!” doi truong H6 Duong dot nhién kéu 1én khe kh&, khong sao giir vitng ndi chiéc 6ng nhom,
c4 canh tay cling mét moi rii xudng, khoe mat thap thoang anh 18. Anh 14p tirc dua tay 1én lau khé, bang
khong nudc mat at s& dong cing thanh bang trén mit. Bon Trac Moc Cuong Ba déu hiéu rd trong 1ong,
gip phai ban cli nim xua ctia minh trong tinh trang ndy, du 1a ai ciing tuyét doi chang dé chiu chat nao.
Ho thi thio an tii H6 Duong, chiéc dng nhom lai 1an lugt chuyén dén tay nhitng nguoi khac, mdi ngudi
xem xong déu cli gam mit xudng, tya nhu dang tham gia mot 18 truy diéu trong thé, tAm trang ning né
ngap trong ndi bi thwong. Bat ké 1a nguoi nudc ndo, vé mit chung ciia tat ca déu khién ngudi ta phai
rung minh run sg.

Poi trudng H6 Duong thip giong ké: “Mudi miy ndm trude, anh Ay con ra vé than bi ndi véi toi
rang sap di tham gia mot hoat dong cuc ky quan trong, két qua 1a chi thy di ma khong thiy vé. Bao
nhiéu ndm nay, mdi nim t6i déu danh mot khoang thoi gian dén nha anh 4y, ndi voi vo con anh ay rang,
anh van...van...”

Nhac Duong néi: “Tai sao ddng d6i cta anh 4y lai khong mang tin tirc vé nhi? L& ndo anh dy toi



day mQt minh?”’

D01 trudng Hb) Duong 14¢ du noi: “Lan do, toan bd bon ho déu khong tré ve.”

Khéng gian chim trong tram lang.

“Pi thoi, ddy khong phai 1a noi ching ta nén dirng lai.” Lir Canh Nam khong thé khong 1am tron
chirc trach si quan chi huy ctia minh, & noi than thé nhitng ngudi di trudc ngd xudng, bon ho van phai
tiép tuc tién 1én phia trude. Nhan luc khong ai dé ¥, Ba Tang len 1én dua tay 16n dui khée mat, ndi bi
thiét trong 1ong ddi truéng HO Duong danh cho chién hiru da 1am anh ta nhd dén nhitng dong d6i nim
xua cua minh.

Chang ngo, di tiép nita van con nhitng xac chét ling lo, dudi anh hudng van dong cua séng bang,
c6 nhitng cai xac da roi khoi khe nirt, dau chic xudng dat,chan chong 1én trdi treo nguoc phia trén dau
ca bon Trac Moc Cuong Ba, nhur c¢6 thé roi xudng bat cir liic ndo. Nhirng guong mit tuyét vong 4y con
1am ndi tAm cac thanh vién trong d6i rung dong hon ca 1 mit quy mit ma dit ton gap miy phan. Bén
trai c¢6 hai vach bang do sap dé 1én nhau, cai dau cua nhirng xac chét treo nguoc bén trong gan nhur
ngang v4i tim mat moi ngudi, c6 thé phan biét rd qudc ky va ky hiéu trén trang phuc ho mic. Trac
Mdc Cuong Ba nhan ra c6 nguo1 Nga, ngudi Anh, ngudi My, con mdt cai xac khong c¢6 ky hié¢u gi,
nhung dya vao vi tri anh ta roi xudng va trang phuyc, thiét bi, c6 thé suy doan ngudi nay da roi xudng
khe nurt tir rat 1au vé trudce. Lic Ba Tang di ngang qua cai xac ay, d bi vé mit ung dung hitng hd cua
ngudi d6 thu hit, bat giac lai nhin thém mot 14n nita. D6 1a mot nguoi trung nién toc vang co guong
mit kién nghi, than thé thang bang, hai mat chi hoi mé, duéi 16p y phuc méng manh hién 1én nhirng
duong nét ran chic. Gang tay cua xac chét dd hoan toan bi bao rach, hai ban tay tran 10 hin ra ngoai,
mau thit bay nhay, nhin c6 vé nhu nguoi ndy dang ging strc tréo 1én bang nham, ngodn tro tay phai va
mép 1ong ban tay co vét chai rat day. Xuat phat tir st man cam nghé nghiép, Ba Tang biét rang, day la
ban tay sir dung sung. Nhin lai trang phuc ngudi Ay, hoan toan 1a ¢ binh thudng ctia dan Tang thoi
Xura, nam gitra bao nhiéu thi thé mic trang phuc leo nai bong nhién tré nén hét sirc noi bat, nhung chiée
ba 16 deo sau lung anh ta thi lai rat dic biét, tuy da co thay doi mét chat, nhung dai thé van khong
thoat ly khoi dang mao cta chiéc ba 16 quan dung.

Ba Tang lai gan thi thé dong bang da 16 han ra ngoai ay, khé cham nhe, mot chiéc huy chwong chix
thap lién roi ra ngoai, ltic nay thi ca bon Trac Moc Cudng Ba ciing dé ¥ roi.

“Prrc Qudc xa!” Nhac Duong khong nén duoc ma thdt 1én thanh tiéng. Rét rd rang, tam huy
chuong d6 1a vat deo sat bén ngudi, chi vi xac chét bi treo nguoc nén méi roi xudng, nhitng trang phuc
khac ctia nguoi ndy déu 1a do cai trang, rt c6 kha ning day chinh 1a mot trong nhirng thanh vién duoc

Hitler dic phai dén Tay Tang tim kiém Bac Ba La thin miéu nim xua.



Déc bang dung dimg

Lién trong dén nhirng str liéu Lir Canh Nam tirng nhic dén, phat hién trong dai nay rat co kha ning
s& mang dén cho ho nhitng dau mdi trong dai. Cac thanh vién trong di khong con e ngai diéu gi nira,
Ba Tang, Truong Lap, Nhac Duong va Trac Moc Cuong Ba cung hop strc, duc vach bang kéo céi xac
d3 bi dong da ra ngoai, luc soat hét mot luot tir dau téi chan. Bén trong y phuc khong c6 thir gi dé
chirng minh than phan, chi tim théy mdt bao thude 14 ¢6 ghi chitr “R6”, mot cai bat ltra hinh dang nhu
vién dan, trong ba 16 c6 rat it thir can thiét khi leo nai, chi c6 mdt mén vii khi quan dung d3 16i thoi.
Truong Lap nhac khau sting d6 18n, néi: “O, FG-42, vii khi chuyén dung cta linh du dic ching Pic
Quéc xa (FJ), duong kinh 7,92mm, nang 4,5 kilogram, 20 vién dan/bang, toc d6 dan 762 mét/ giay, toc
d6 ban 750 phat/giay, xa trinh 550 mét, gid chi con chira dén mot nghin khiu théi. Moi ngudi biét
khong, day 1a vii khi dau tién quan Ptrc ché tao bang hop kim Magié trong thoi ky Thé chién II, vi
thiéu nguyén liéu nén tong cong chi san xudt c6 bay nghin khau.”

Doi1 trudng Ho Duong thi cam bao thudc 14 1én, 14t qua lat lai xem xét, dua 1én miii nglri nguri, nét
mit 1y 1am quai di.

RAt dang tiéc, trén nguoi tén linh Qudc x3 ndy ngoai tim huy chuong tugng trung cho su quang
vinh ctia Dé quc ra, thi khong tim thay vat gi co gia tri nita. Mic du nhu vay, moi ngudi van cam thiy
nhan dugc mot su ¢d vii 16n lao, it nhit diéu nay ciing chirng to con duong ho di 1a chinh xac, do1 dac
phai ctia quan Pt ciing timg di qua noi dy. Chi ¢ gido s Phuong T4n 1a ngdm ngim lo ling, phai
biét rang, tit ca nhitng ngudi di tim Bac Ba La than miéu phia trudc kia, déu 1a nhirng ké that bai,
khong c6 ngoai 18, con duong nay, rot cudc 1a ding hay khéng dung? Ong thuc khéng dam nghi sau
hon.

Lat ma A La néi: “Chiing ta 16 mit nhiéu thoi gian qua rdi, di tiép thoi.”

Lir Canh Nam ciing bao: “Ctr dé xac chét ndy & d6, ching ta di thoi.”

Nhac Duong ctr Iuu luyén ngoanh dau lai nhin thém lugt nita, von tudng rang da phat hién ra
ngudi co thé cung cap dau moi quan trong, khong ngd lai chang thu hoach duoc gi. Pang nghi ngoi,
anh chot nghe d6i truong H6 Duong hoi: “C6 ai biét tiéng Prc khong?”

Moi nguoi dwa mét nhin nhau, khong ai biét tiéng Ptic ca, chi thiy doi truéng HO Duong chi vao
mit trong ctia bao thudc, noi: “O day c6 viét chit, bang tiéng Puc.”

Qua nhién, vach trong bao thudc ¢ viét may hang chit nghiéng nga bang but chi. Ba Tang ni:
“Toi biét roi, khi doi dic phai nhan dugc chi 1énh 1am thoi tr cép trén, dé khong pham sai 1am, cac
binh si thwong ghi ménh 1énh do6 lai trén nhirng vat dung tiry than ctia minh.”



Nhac Duong chit ludi: “Tiéc 1a chung ta khong ai biét tiéng Ptrc ca, danh mang vé nghién ciru
vay.” No1 doan, anh can than cét bao thudc éy di.

Pén duoc khe nit chinh, sb lwong xac chét cling dan it di, di duoc ca traim budc méi ngau nhién
phat hién mot cai, nhitng nhitng xac chét nay con khing khiép dang so hon gp boi phan, da s6 déu bi
mat tay cut chin, néu khong thi 10ng nguc v nat, rudt 10i ra ngodi, tra ho nhu bi thir gi d6 can xé tan
nat ra vay. Bong nhién c6 mot cai xac tir trén khe nirt 16ng ra, truot xuén miy mét, nhung hai chan van
ket lai trong khe nirt nén ngudi khong roi xudng dat duoc, cai dau vira hay chan ding trudc mit Puong
Man. Bd mit dang so éy trong tua nhu qua bi do bi dap bep ram, mét mii miéng déu chet gi lai mQt
chd, mau thit bay nhay dong thanh bang, tirng mang tirng mang mau-bang dinh lién nhau, tréng nhu tim
thay tinh cong nghiép bi dap v&. Pudng Man hai mat tron nguoc 18n, suyt chit nita thi ngat xiu.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba phai 14y than thé chan trede miat moi hd tong dugce ¢ di vong qua xac chét.
Tuy vdy, moi ngudi déu ban khoin suy doan, khong hiéu rét cudc 1a thir gi da khién guong mit ay tro
thanh ra nhu vay. O noi ddy, song bang da dung sy thue khong thé pht nhin, dé néi véi nhitng ké mao
hiém ndy, noi day, chinh 1a... Tt vong Tay phong d6i.

Cudi cung, bau troi phia trudc cling rong md, bon ho da ra khoi khu vuc bén dudi khe nut, trudce
mét ho 13 nhirng tru bang da dd sap, lién mién trai dai thanh mot con déc mau tréng toat, dudi anh sang
mit mo, nhitng thap bang lién ké lién tiép tura nhu mot khu mo mau tréng trai ra nght tAm mat. Nhirng
“md phan” che phu trong man swong nhan nhat, gié ndi se sat, khi lanh ghé hon, khién ngudi ta khong
khéi hoai nghi, noi day chinh 1a rung thap bang dugc ménh danh la mdt trong nhirng ky canh cua nai
tuyét d6 hay sao?

Tuy néi 1a rimg thap bang luc nay tréng vira hoang luong vira lanh 180, thuc chang khac nao chon
mo hoang mé ving trong céac tiéu thuyét than quai, nhung moi ngudi déu cam thiy noi day tét hon bén
dudi 1ong song biang kia rat nhiéu, it nhat thi ciing khong c6 moi nguy hiém lting lo treo trén dinh dau.
Nhung mo1 nguoit di trong khu vuce thap bang chua dugc bao xa, Trac Moc Cuong Ba va Ba Tang da
gan nhu cung lac ding budc, r6i lai dong thanh kéu 1én khe khé: “Doi chat da.”

Nhitng ngudi di trude ciing dirng lai, Trac Moc Cuong Ba va Ba Tang dua mit nhin nhau, déu doc
ra duoc hai chir “nguy hiém” trén guong mit déi phuong. Ba Tang da luyén dugc phan tng cuc ky
man tiép trong vo so 1an kinh qua sinh tir ton vong, con Trac Mdc Cuong Ba, co ho tir khi sinh ra gi
da c6 thir y thirc ban ning nay, tiém thirc cta ca hai ngudi déu dang khong ngirng nhac nhd ho. .. phia
trudc co nguy hiém!

Nghe thdy tiéng goi ctia Trac Moc Cudng Ba va Ba Tang, Lit Canh Nam lién tip trung moi ngudi
lai. Trac Moc Cudng Ba néi: “Co thir gi d6 ¢ gan chung ta, t6i chi cam nhan duoc, nhung khong phat
hién ra n6 & dau.” Ba Tang ciing ndi gan gidng nhu vay, tim trang von da cing thang ctia moi ngudi tirc

khic lai cang thém cing thang, Pudng Man voi 6m chit 1y canh tay Trac Moc Cudng Ba. Ba bé bén



bén chi nghe thiy tiéng gio rit cuéng loan, nhitng cai bong quai tht di dang do ring thip bang hinh
thanh nén md mo a0 4o, thuc gia kho phan, hoi thé ctia timg ngudi ngung thanh mot quang khéi trang
xung quanh than thé, cang liic cang ndng ddm hon, man swong ndi xa xa co hd nhu mdt con quai thi
khong 16 dang tir tir nudt tron ca khu rimg thip bang nay vao bung. Nhung xung quanh day lai chang c6
chut dong tinh gi, moi nguoi nghiéng tai lang nghe, ca tiéng gié nhu cling nho di rat nhiéu, nhirng thap
bang trong man swong mu phia xa gidng con quai thi dugc hdi sinh, nhuc nhich tién vé phia ho bang
mot phuong thire cuc ky quai di. Song khi dinh than nhin k¥, lai khong hé ¢6 chat dong tinh ndo. Ling
nghe k¥ hon, chi c6 tiéng mat biang troc ra roi xudng, tiéng gio rit 1én tirng con, ngoai ra, thi chi con
tiéng tho ctia chinh ban than ho. Ctr nhur vay chirg hon mot phat, nhung quang thoi gian y sao ma dai
ddng déng, luc truot xubng khe nirt va di nhanh qua rimg thap bang thi khéng ai lam sao, con lic ndy
ngudi ndo ngudi ndy ciing déu d6 md hoi 1am tam.

Man Man thip giong hoi: “That su 1a c6 thtr gi d6 4? Co phai chiing ta tuw minh doa minh hay
khong?”

Dot nhién mit dat dudi chian khd chin dong, dinh thap bang bén canh ho rung 1én mot chap, vo )
mit bang roi xudng 14 ta, tya nhu vira c6 thir gi d6 chay qua & ngay phia trudc. Ba Tang trirng mat 1én
nhin Pudng Man, ké d6 néi: “Hinh nhu 1a di roi, ching ta qua d6 xem sao.”

Poan nguoi tiép tuc tién 18n, khi téi chd ma dang 18 phai dén d6 tir mot phut trude, chi thiy dudi
dat con dé lai mot hang dau chan, trong rat gidng chan ngudi,nhung 16n hon rat nhiéu. Trac Moc
Cuong Ba thir dit chan vao trong d6, khong ngd dau chan dy con to gip doi ban chan gi, khoang cach
gitra hai dau chan lai cang kinh nguoi hon nita, it ra ciing phai bang nim buéc ciia bon Trac Moc
Cuodng Ba. Pudng Man ding sau cung, tho dau 1én, vira nhin thiy ddu chan ay sic mit lién tai mét di,
tréng hét nhu mau sic cua nhitng thip bing xung quanh vay.

Poi trudng H6 Duong grong cudi ndi: “Xemra ching ta ciing that may man do, doi khao sat khoa
hoc ton bao nhiéu ndm ciing khong tim duoc nguoi tuyét, khong ngd lai dé chung ta dung phai roi.”

Gi4o su Phuong Tan lam bam ndi: “Tai sao? Tai sao lai xuét hién & day?

Trac Moc Cudng Ba 14p tirc 1ién twdong dén nhitng cai xac chét thiéu tay thiéu chin kia, kinh hoang
thét 1én: “Tim thirc dn! Dong song bing nay chinh 1a mot cai ta lanh thién nhién khong 10, vo s6 xac
chét ctia nhitng nha thim hiém kia déu duoc gilt cho dong lanh & day, tat ca déu 1a mén ngon cho nd.”
Puong Man nghe thé lién khe khé kéu 1én mot tiéng kinh hai.

Nhac Duong néi: “Co thé dé lai vét chan md mo trén ting dat dong cimg rin niy, ching to thé
trong va thé hinh ctia nd hét strc dang so. Ciing may 1a dudng nhu nd ¥ thirc duogc su uy hiép tir phia
dam nguoi ching ta, khong hé c6 ¥ dinh xem chiing ta nhu thirc an cua né.”

Poi trudng H6 Duong nhic nhd: “Pay c¢6 thé 1a 1anh dia cta nod, ching ta mau mau di thoi. Gio

van con chua biét 1a c6 bao nhiéu con nira, hy vong la chi c6 mot thoi.”



Lir Canh Nam thdy swong mu trén nai mdi luc mot day, 1ién non nong thic giuc: “Nhanh Ién,
swong mu sap lan xudng roi, néu swong che phu rimg thap biang nay thi chung ta khong tim dugc
phuong hudéng gi nira dau.” Da co vét xe do cua ké di trude, cac thanh vién trong d6i déu dé cao canh
gidc, miy nguoi di vong ngoai nhu Ba Tang, Nhac Duong déu 1ay vii khi ra dé phong, cir thé cho dén
khi ca d6i binh an dén bén dudi mot doc bang.

Déc bing nay cao dén mdt trim truong, trong nhur mot tang pho mét khong 16 bi ngudi ta ct lem
di, nhin tir xa, thoat giong nhu mot sudn déc nghiéng nghiéng, gid lai gan nhin k§ méi thiy, nd qua
dung 1a mot cai doc nghiéng, nhung 13 nghiéng vao... bén trong, phia trén 16n, phia dudi nhé! Doc
bang gan nhu thang dtng lai nghiéng vao bén trong nhur vay, khién ngudi ta chi nhin thoi da thay khiép
so trong 10ng! Bon Trac Moc Cuong Ba truot xudng mot doc bang ¢ chd lung chirng nii dé xuyén qua
song bang, gio ty nhién 13 phai leo 1én mdt ddc biang khac & khu bén trén. Pung dudi vach biang sirng
sitng, ngudc 18n nhin dinh ndi cao, chi thiy khdi mi mo mit khong thdy dinh nti dau, néu vi cai dbc
bang nay nhu miéng pho mat thong thudng, vay thi dam Trac Moc Cuong Ba ding bén dudi ching
bang con kién nira. Trong quy pham leo nai ctia bat cir qudc gia ndo, leo bam dbc bang ludn duoc 1iét
vao dang cap cao nhé - cap bay, chi nhirng ngudi chuyén nghiép nhat trong nhitng ngudi chuyén nghiép
mdi ¢o thé thuc hién duoc. Cho du 1a nguoi leo nii chuyén nghiép da timg leo qua mudi bon ngon nii
cao trén tim nghin mét khap thé gidi, van khong ai dam coi nhe mon leo bam ddc bang nay. Vay ma
dam nguoi ndy khong can nghi ngoi gi da lwa chon con dudng niy. Tuy nhién dbi vdi ho, cach nay it
nhat ciing an toan hon nhiéu so v&i nhay qua nhay lai bén trén nhitng khe bang nirt chang chit kia.

Han bing ngan ndm con cing ran hon sat thép, dyuc bang dam vao chi dé lai mot 16 khuyét nong
choet, phai méy nguoi lién tiép duc vao nhiéu 1an méi ¢d dinh dugc mdt miii dinh thép vao trong vach
bang dung nguoc dy. VAn dé then chdt 13, ca dc bing nay tya nhu mdt mét kinh, hay tim thép phéng,
dén ca mot k& ho, hay mot cai ranh ciing khong ¢, cin ban khong thé tim dugc diém bam tay dé van
luc nhu cac kiéu leo bam thong thuong khac, ma chi cé thé duc bang dong chot thép vao thoi. Thong
thuong, khi cac van dong vién leo vach bing, déu ding duc bing ting budc tirng bude tao ra diém an
toan, gidng nhu xdy dung san dao lung lo bén vach nti vay, trude tién phai duc 15, r6i chon coc, vira
t6n thoi gian vira tén strc, ¢6 khi leo ca ngdy ciing khong 1én duoc vach biang cao traim mét, ma doc
bing ho phai leo 1én ¢ day, lai cao dén hon ba traim mét.

Poi trudng H6 Duong hit sdu mot hoi, ndi: “Khéng ngd lai nhu thé nay, mudn leo 1én trén ciing
kho 1am déy...”

Nhac Duong néi: “Néu duoc gidng nhu trong tiéu thuyét (Anh hiing xa diéu thi phai), chit chan
ctru xubng, nhan lic mau con chua dong cing lai, dinh chit né 1én vach biang, vay thi dé hon rat nhiéu
ro1.”

L& Canh Nam noi: “Khong can lo, chiing ta c6 cach leo ctia minh, chuan bi xong hét chua? Dai su



r

A La?”

Lat ma A La gat gat dau, ong deo vudt sat vao, bén ngoai ging tay lai deo thém mot bao sat ky
quai, nhitng vong sat hinh bau duc 16ng qua bon ngon tay, rdi xép vao & giita 10ng ban tay, khong hé
anh hudng dén dong tic nim tay xoe tay.

Chi thay Lat ma A La vung c0 tay 1én, soi diy moc ban vit ra, ghim vao mot diém ¢ d6 cao muoi
13m mét trén doc bang. Ong kéo thir, cam gidc co thé chiu duoc luc, hai tay thay nhau, cir thé kéo soi
day céap chi to bang miy sgi toc chip lai ma leo 1én trén. Poi truong HO Duong lién tiép thdt: “Loi
hai! Lo1 hai!”

Nhac Duong cuoi cudi bao: “Thé nay thi c6 dang gi chir, doi truéng HO con chua nhin thiy thyc
luc chan chinh ctia dai su ddy théi!”

Pang noi chuyén, Lat ma A La d3 sap leo 1én dén chd ddy moc ban vao, dot nhién thay tay hut
hang, than thé lién roi nguoc trd xudng. May ngudi ding bén dudi thay déu kinh hai. No6i thi cham,
thuc t& dién ra cuc nhanh, khi Lat ma A La cach mit dat chi con chua déy nam mét, than thé ong lién
hoi sitng lai giita khong trung, hai tay dang rong, hai chan dap manh, “bung” mot tiéng, canh doi tirc
khic trai rong, than thé ludt qua khoang khong nhur loai soc bay, 4p minh sat mit dat truot thém khoang
mﬁy chuc mét nira, vi su gia m&1 ddo minh 10n mot vong, thu canh doi lai, ding virng vang trén nén dat
dong ctiing.

Lit Canh Nam voi chay dén, hoi: “Chuyén gi vay?”

Latma A La dap: “Qua nhién chét bang rat cung, day méc khong dua chiu luc, bi truot ra. f)ng thu
lai sg1 day moc vira banra, gio dau moc 1én xem, roi lai ndi: “Gam vao chua déy muo1 lam centimet,
chéng trach lai bi tudt ra.”

Lir Canh Nam nhin ddy moc trong tay Lat ma A La, doan n6i: “Dung hai day.” Lat ma A La gt
dau, lai deo 18n tay phia thém mdt hop day moc nita, hai tay cting vung 1én, ké d6 chap lai hai soi day
cap manh vao nhau, quan mdt vong quanh cai boc tay cting bén ngoai, roi lai leo 1én mot 1an nita, 1an
nay thi 6ng d3 thanh cong 1én dugc chd ddy moc ban vao. Sau khi ding méng vudt bap vao dbc bing,
co dinh than hinh, Lat ma A La rat mot tay ra, léy chiéce bat Itra, mé mirc cao nhét, ludi lira phunra, ca
bang cirng nghin nim ciing khong chiu ndi 1an séng nhiét, nhanh chong tan chay ra, thanh mot hdm nho.
Do1i khi cai hom sau khoang hai muo1 centimet, Lat ma A La tit bat Itra, nhan lac nuéce trong d6 con
chua kip dong bang trd lai, nhanh chong nhét vao mot tAm chan, théy van con chd tréng, ong lai nhét
lubn thém ba chiéc duc bang nira. Cai hom trén déc bing nhanh chong dong két, lai khoi phuc vé trang
thai ban dau.

Mot soi day thirng quin quanh tim chin va may cai duc bang, Lat ma A La kéo thir, doan dung strc
dap 1én mom bing chia ra ay dé thir kha ning chiu lyc, ké d6 vay tay ra hiéu thianh cong voi nhitng

nguo1 bén dudi, roi ném sgi thirng Xuéng. Vay 14, lo1 dung kha nang dong cling cuc nhanh cua nhiét 4o



mudi 1dm do am, Lat ma A La dung tdc d6 nhanh nhat, thanh cong tao ra diém tua an toan dau tién trén
déc bang thang dimng,

Ké d6, Lat ma A La gidm ca hai chian 1én mom bing, tay kéo chit day thirng, toan than rin la trong
nhu cai 10 xo nén hét ¢&. Chi thay 6ng van luc nhiy manh, dong thoi dang rong hai tay, ca ngudi 1ap
tirc nhu canh chim dai bang luon gio, vit ra xa mudi miy mét, ngam chuan vi tri, diy moc ¢ hai tay lai
ban vat 1én doc bang. Trac Moc Cuong Ba ¢ bén dudi nhin chi con biét ngudng mo; loai ki thuat dao
ngudi bay lwon nay, trong ca qua trinh tip huin, ngoai Lat ma A La ra, khong c6 ngudi thir hai nao
thuc hién duoc.

Piém tya an toan thir hai dd nhanh chong dugc ¢ dinh, cac thanh vién bén duéi cling bat dau ban
ron, ¢b dinh day thimng, 14p dit cac thiét bi leo tréo, deo méng vudt bam bang, day an toan, chuin bi
bat dau leo 1én.

Pi ¢6 soi thirng chinh tir bén trén tha xubng 1am diém tua, viéc leo tréo ciing khong con qua ddi
kho khan nita, chi can ding mong vudt bap vao vach bang tro luc, ké d6 bam vao day thing chinh leo
1én, dén diém dat chan thi dung mot cai moc dé tang thém hé s6 an toan. Cr nhu vay, Lat ma A La di

trudc mé duong, cac thanh vién khac trong ddi & phia sau khé nhoc leo bam trén mit bang ma tién 1én.

Merkin kinh ngac pha 1an mirng r& thot 1én: “Bon chiing bat dau leo 1én déc bang roi, qua nhién 1a
chung da vuot qua dugc. That khong tin noi, that khong tin n6i! Thiét Quan, tim méy thﬁng kha kha
vao, di theo tao.”

Max voi sbt sang noi: “Ong chy, dé t6i di cho...”

Merkin 1ir mit nhin hin, n6i: “May & lai ddy, quan sat that ki dong tinh ctia ching né cho tao, ¢o
tinh hinh gi phai 1ap tirc bdo cdo. Tao phai di xem xem bon chiing lam sao ma vugt qua dugc song
bang éy. Hir, lam duoc didu ma tao khong lam duogc ha, cling kha déy.”

Thiét Quan dan theo may tén cao 16n mic d6 trang dén: “Tdi dan theo bon Ivan va Derek. Du truc
tiép dung dau voi ching bén dudi séng bang thi cling dtt d6i pho roi.”

Merkin mim cudi, gat dau noi: “Tot lam, di thor.”

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac dua ngudi vao vach bang, miéng 1am bam ké lai nhitng tao ngd ctia minh trong
sudt muoi bay ndm qua, 14c thi cuo1 troi vui vé, 1uc lai khoc 16¢ tham thuong, co hé nhu d3 hoan toan
d3am chim trong ndi nhé nhung va hdi tre, khong hé phat giac ra b6 mot toan nguoi khac di dén gan sat

khu vuc khe bang.

“Pung cho nay r61.” Merkin nhin khe nirt khong 16 dudi chan, né1 vao may bo dam, “Max, cho may

sao r01? Chung da ra khoi song bang chua?”



“Vang, 6ng chil, bon ching d3 xuat hién trén doc biang thang dimg, t6i nhin thay rat 5.”

“Nghe ddy, Max, sau khi chung tao xudng dudi do, lién lac co thé bi dit doan.”

“Vay, vay toi phai lam sao? Ong chii?”

“Quan 1y bon ngudi d6, khong c6 1énh ciia tao, khong dira ndo duoc loan dong, néu dé 16 hanh
tung, may tu biét hiu qua thé nao roi day. Con nira, giam sat bon Trac Moc Cudng Ba ay cho tir té vao,

lic tao quay lai, may ma noi bon chiing bién mat roi thi, hir...”

Cuong Lap rap minh bén canh Cuong Nhat Pho Bac, ling 1& nghe anh ké nhitng chuyén ngay xua thud
trudc, dot nhién, hai tai nd dung dtng 1én. Con chd théng minh ngang dau ngude nhin xung quanh mot
lrot, cam nhan théy trong bau khong khi ngdp tran mot thtr mui bat an, n6 khit khit mot tiéng, khé giat
giat vat 4o chu nhan dé nhic nho.

Cuong Nhat Pho Bac hoan toan khong dé y, van ctr 1am bam mdt minh, dam chim trong trang thai
nira mé nira tinh. Cwong Lap thay khong 6n, lién dut khoat dting day, nhay xudng khoi bé bang, ling 18
chay thang ra ctra phia Pong, chi thiy chura ddy nim phut sau né da nhanh chong chay tro vé, 1an nay
thi khong sta 16n, ma mot muc 161 giat vat 4o Cuong Nhat Phd Bac. Cuong Nhat Phd Bac bi Cuong
Lap kéo giat di chirng nira budc méi nhan ra, lién guong cudi xoa dau con ché yeu: “DPuoc 101,
Cuong Lap, dé tao yén tinh mdt chat, nhin ngudi phu nit xinh dep trong bang kia di, c¢6 dy 1a vo tao
day, dimg kéo tao nita, may mudn néi gi...”

“That khong dam tin vao mét minh nira, khong ngd & ddy lai c6 mdt noi nhur thé nay!” Dot nhién c6
nguoi ding & vi tri hdi 4m chd cira chinh cat tiéng noi, 4m thanh vang vong 1ap tirc lan di khap toa
bang cung. Cuong Nhat Pho Bac gid méi giat minh suc tinh, kinh ngac hoi: “Sao lai ¢6 ngudi im
duoc dén day nhi? Cuong Lap, c6 phai vira niy may phat hién ra ho khong? C6 bao nhiéu ngudi?

Cuong Lap khé sua 1én tdm tiéng, Cuong Nhat Pho Bac nhiu may: “Tam nguoi co 3, 1& ndo con
mot do1 leo ntii khac tinh ¢o 1ot vao day?”

Cuong Lap lic lac dau, phat ra may tiéng vira thip tram, vira s hdi. “C6 uy hiép 4?”” Cuong Nhat

Pho Bac 1ap tirc canh giac, “Rot cudc 1a ngudi nao nhi? D1, ching ta ra xem sao.”



Cai chét cua Cuong Nhat Pho Bac

Merkin bé mit kinh chéng dan va mat na tho Xuéng, ca chiéc mil trum dau trong bo trang phuc
chuyén dung ciing bo ra phia sau c¢6 4o, tron mat ha hdc miéng nhin nhirng bac thang cao ngat do, noi
v6i Thiét Quan: “Thay chua ha, day chinh 14 noi tim ban d6 chi cho chiing dé di xuyén qua song bang,
day chinh 12 ky tich ma dam Mat tu gia kia