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Cam on ngudi ban doi Steve Lovering,
thieu anb doi toi se kbong con y nghia.
Cam on Brenda va Jude
& Nba xudt ban Piccadilly vi nbiing g6p v,
va Rosemary Bromley,
nguoi da Rbich 1@ toi that nhieu

va da tro thanb ban toi.
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G Ui cac ban teen teen yéu quy,

Téc gia bo sach nay, Cathy Hopkins, sinh nam 1953
tai Manchester, nudc Anh. Hién c6 dang song tai Bac
London cing mdt anh chong dep trai va ba con méo
hay ho dé thuong.

Trudc khi viét van c6 Cathy da lam kha nhiéu nghé
khac nhau (cting khéng kém phan hay ho) la ca si nhac
rock, diém bdo, doc ban tin, viét kich ban, tham chi ca
nghé bac si trjliéu... Mot vai chuyén trong nghé da dugc
c6 cho vao sach clia minh. Tuy nhién, theo c6, viét truyén
cho tudi teen cd 1€ 13 cong viéc thu vi nhat, vi cd lai dugc
quay trd lai tudi teen I1an thirhai, hay hon nifa 13 lai duoc
duong duong chinh chinh xem phim va doc tap chi cla
tudi teen (vi I do cong viec ma).

Co Cathy d3 c6 42 quyén sach duogc xuat ban va ban
rat chay 6 25 quoc gia khac nhau. Truyén cla cd Cathy
dé cap cac van dé ric roi clia tudi teen biang mot giong
nhe nhang, hai hudc, dé thuong.

“Cap bé cdp ban” 1a bd truyén dau tién cta cd Cathy.
Tinh cho dén git thi “Cap bé cdp ban” c6 muoi ba tap
va ban dugc hon mot triéu ban & Anh va My, chua tinh
& muoi bon qubc gia khac nia. Ngoai ra, c6 Cathy con
viét hai bo truyén khac c6 tén la “Thdach, hia, hén hay
that” va “Cinnamon Girl".
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“Cap be cdp ban” Ia bd truyén xoay quanh ba co gai
nho sdng & Bac London: Lucy nho nhan dé thuong udc
mo lam nha thiét k&; 1zzie mé boi todn va nhiing gi thudc
vé tinh than, tdm tudng, uéc mo lam ca sikiém “ba dong”;
con Nesta xinh dep luén muén tré thanh dién vién. Vé
sau, nhém ban nay con két nap thém cd ban TJ. Hoan
canh cda cac ban gdi nay khéng giéng nhau, nhung ho
cung phai doi mat vai nhitng rac roéi ma bat cl teen gai
nao trén thé gidi cling gap; tnhiing chuyén nhu lam sao
biét anh ay thich minh ddy? anh 8y cé coi minh la nhoc
con nhu moi ngudi khac khéng? lam sao gdy an tuong
vGi anh 8y? dén nguc minh that la 1ép, méng minh that
la to, va ca nhiing van dé nghiém tdc vé tuong lai cda
ban than, hanh phuc cla gia dinh, ca moi nguoi xung
quanh va hoa binh cho thé gidi...

Chac chan ban doc sé c6 IGc phai bat cuoi voi nhiing
suy nghi tap lam nguoi 16n ngay tho cua Lucy, Iz hay
Nesta.

Ban doc teen teen, t6i ca la cdc ban sé tim thay minh
dau do trong bd truyén nay. Con cac ban khong con Ia
teen teen nia, cling thr doc xem sao, biét dau sé cd
doi ba 1an 6i i tham trong bung rdng thi la ma... “Minh
cding ting nhu thé.”

NGUOI DICH
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Chuong 1

(.6 dau ctia Frankenstein

Lucy ha héc mém khi trong thay toi budce ra
khoi phong tam.

“Izzie! Cau lam cai ai thé kia?” no hét len.

“U, la that ddy!” Nesta nhan xét.

Ca hai dira ciing dang nhin t6i nhu thé t6i vira
budc ra tir phim kinh di.

“Thich khéng?” t6i xoay ngang xoay nguia
cho chung né ngam.

Hoém nay la ddm cudi ba chi ké Amelia chan
ngat cia téi voi anh Jeremy cing chan ngat
khong kem, va téi cung mot ba chi ké khac la

Claudia phai lam phu dau. Va nhu lé thuong,
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Amelia chon cho t6i mét bd vay that kinh khiing.
Vay satin mau xanh luc tuoi. Kinh khiing.

Nhung rdi to6i da ndy ra mot ¢.

“Té phai lam a1 do chi,” t6i noi. “Khong thi
trong nhu dién vien chinh trong kich cia Jane
Austen ay.”

“U,” Nesta van tré mat nhin. “Nhung toc
cliing mau xanh sao?”

“Rat hop véi nhau ma,” t6i cuoi. “Cac cau
khoéng thich a?”

“Té thay thi hay day,” Lucy noi. “Nhung thé
nay dén truong thi c6 Allen giét cau ngay cho
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Xem.
“Chi la mousse thoi, mot tuan sau goi la ra
ngay ay ma.”
Toi ngdm minh trong guong. “T¢ thich thé
nay, va to sé giit cho dén it nhat la tha Hai.”
“Me cau khong bat tay di a?” Nesta hoi.
“Ca sang nay me t& ban tui bui, védi ca xe
ciing sap dén rdi, khi me trong thay thi da qua

muon.”
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Lucy cudi. “Trong ra dang co gai Ireland rdi
day. Mat cau da c6 mau xanh la lai cang xanh
hon ntra.”

“Thé thi ba t¢ sé tu hao lam cho xem. Géc
[reland ma lai duoc dia chau gai ro la co goc
ré mau luc tuoi.”

Hai dia lai nhin t6i nhu thé t6i bi dién.

“Co6 con chau xanh tir dau dén duoi thé nay
thi tu hao dén dd6i mo ma séng day luon qua,”
Nesta lam bam.

“Thé thi hén ma clia ba sé xuat hién tai lé
cudi,” t6i noi, “dén phan cha xu hdi ‘Co ai phan
d6i khong?' thi ba sé bay len tran nha va rén
r1, ‘Co t6i, t6i phan doi. Chau géi toi da nhudém
mai toc nau dé thuong ctia ndé thanh mau xanh
la cay’.”

Lucy va Nesta cudi.

“N6i that, t& muon hai cau cang dén vai té
co. That khong cong bang. Moi nguoi khac déu

duoc dan theo ban, khong dén 1é cudi thi cing
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& tiec chieéu dai. Nhung roi t& nghi, c6 18 bdi vi
ho la ngudi lén nén co luat rieng, khong nhu
bon minh.”

"Co lée & do sé co vai anh chang hay ho,”
Nesta noi. “Cau co thé thuc tap bai tan tinh t&
via bay.”

“Oi xoi o1, quén khan truong. Khong hay ho
the dau a. Dén da tiéc con khong céd nita la.
Jeremy la moét ké toan, giong Amelia ay, ciung
thudc mot nha ké toan rat. Tham chi ho con
lam banh cudi hinh cai may tinh co ma.”

“Vay chi ayv mac trong thé nao?” Lucy hdi.
Luc nao no cing quan tam dén phong céch
thoi trang. N6 du dinh sau khi hoc xong sé thi
vao truong Nghé thuat va tré thanh nha thiét
ké thoi trang ma.

“Phai noi la moét cai banh tring duong khéng
6. Amelia gay nhu que ciii ma mac vao tréng
cu nhu bj béo phi ay. Lic mai thay té con tu hdi

khong biét lam sao ba ¢ chui vao xe duoc co.”

Mo



“Néu t& két hon,” Nesta nam mo mang kiéu
cach nhu Cleopatra, “T¢ sé trong that 1ong lay.
Tat nhien luc do t& sé ndi tiéng, va coé rat nhiéu
bao va tap chi muén mua anh cudi cta t6.”

“Céau sé mac gi?” Lucy hoi.

“Mot bd vay 6m sat nguodi, co thé la vay lua
mau nga, hé lung. Té sé dé téc nhu thé nay,
x0a xuong dén tan eo chua khong bui 1én nhu
may kiéu dang thinh bay gi®. Va té& sé chi cam
modt bd hoa don gidn, ddi bong lily hay dai dé
thé. Thanh lich va nha nhan. Té sé t6 chic tiéc
& ngay tai lau dai ctia té, va sé ¢c6 rat nhieu ngdi
sao nhac rock va nhiéu ngudi néi tiéng cd mat.”

“Cau thi mac gi trong cha quyén ri.” Nesta la
dia dep nhat 16p, néu khong néi la nhat truong
toi. No lai gitta Italy va Jamaica, mot vé dep chét
ngudi. Nesta c6 thé tréd thanh ngudi miu néu
mudn, nhung rdéi no thich lam dién vién hon.

Lucy cting dep, nhung khéng nhu kiéu Nesta.

N6 nhé nhoé xinh xinh véi mai téc vang xia lung
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tung mot cach co ¢, trong hoi gidng moét chu
quu dang ngoi bat chéo chan trén chd ngdi ua
thich ctia né la cai tii bong dudi san.

“Con cau mac gi, Lucy?” t6i hai.

Lucy mo mang nhin ra ngoai ctra s6. “Té sé
l[am dam cudi vao mua déong, khi troi d6 tuyét.
Té sé mac vay nhung, cé do choang. Té sé cai
nhttng bong hong trang nhd lén toc, dén nha
tho trén mot chiéc xe ngua, va nha tho sé duoc
rai day hoa va day thuong xuan...”

“Lang man qua di mat,” t6i cuoi. “Miéen cau
dimg bat phu dau mac nhimg tht kinh khiing
nhu t& dang phai mac day la duoc.”

“Chung té sé la phu dau phai khong?” Nesta
héi. “Chung t¢ la ban than nhat ctia cdu ma.”

“Tat nhién rdi, nhung cd Ben va Jerry nita, vi
chiing cing la ban than ctia t¢,” Lucy noi.

“Céi gi?” Nesta la oai oai. “Cho dén dam
cudi 477

“U, chung sé di sau t&.”
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Nesta va t6i 6m nhau cudi. Y nghi sé c6 hai
con ché gidng Labrador béo G nung na ning
ninh di gitta hai hang ghé véi hoa quanh ¢cé
that la héet do.

“Té thi sé khong bao gidy lay chdng,” t6i noi.
“Chang dé lam gi ca. Day cap ldy nhau rdi bd
nhau, nhu b6 me t¢ day. Co lan t& nghe thay
bd nadi trén dién thoai vé ly di nhu kiéu ‘da bao
roi ma’.”

“Nhung roi cau cing phai yeu chuit,” Lucy noi.
“Dén luc do cau sé thay hoan toan khac.”

“Khong. Ci nhin thi biét, t& da mudi bén tudi
rdi va van chua cé ban trai. Té chang gap duoc
ai kiéu nhu nguodi trong méng dau.”

“Nhung néu c6 thi sao?” Lucy van chua chiu
thoi.

“OK. Néu c6, ma chac chan la khéng co. To
sé mac mot chiéc vay ngan mau dod, truot patin
dén ban tho trong khi dan dong ca nhay mua

hat vang nhing bai phuc am.”
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“Nhung t& khong biét truot patin,” Lucy noi.
“Ma t& chac chan phai la phu dau.”

“Cau lo gi chu, dang nao thi né cing c6 xay
ra dau. T¢ chdng thdy minh c6 ti ti khd nang
yéu duong nao ca. Dac biét khéong khi t& ci
quanh quan & day, bon con trai & day rat mot
[ Kevin.”

“Té ctiing chua mudn cudi ngay,” Nesta noi.
“Té coOn mudn ranh rang tung tang chan thi
thoi. C& ai lai phai dam dau vao an chi mot
loai thoi trong khi c6 thé thit cA moét 16 trai
cay, nhi?”

“Khiép that,” Lucy néi. “Ma du sao vdi cau
d6 ciing la viéc trong tam tay, cau la thanh nam
cham hut tat cd cac chang trai & Bac London
nay ma. Nhung néu gap mot nguoi that su dac
biét thi sao?”

“Nhu Tony ay ha?” Nesta tréu.

Lucy t6i nghiép dé bung mat. Tony la anh

trai Nesta, va Lucy bi sét danh véi anh av.
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“Anh 4y hen t& tuan sau,” Lucy xau hé.

Nesta té vé rat quan tam. “Thé cau c6 di
khoéng?”

“Co chu. Nhung té biét roi, biét ma, khong
nén qua nghiém trong chu gi. T biét anh ay
thé nao. Mai tuan lai thay mot ¢o.”

“Cau dimg c6 ma quén day,” Nesta de.
“Khéng thi t& véi Iz lai phai di han gan cho
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cau.

“Té tu lo duoc ma,” Lucy noi. “Nhung con
cau, Iz? Cau muon ai & mot chang trai?”

“Té con bao nhiéu thoi gian?” t6i hdi. “Té co
the hoéi khan gid khéng? Hay ndm muoi — ndm
muoi? Hay goi dién thoai cho nguoi than duoc
khoéng?”

“Trd 101 ngay,” Nesta noi. “Cau tra loi cudi
cung la gi?”

To6i suy nghi. Ngudi trong mdng cia to6i u?

“OK. Phai hai hudce, c6 thé lam t& cusi. O,

thong minh nita, t& khong mudén may nguoi ngu
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ngu d& dé. Phai la ngudi t& ¢ thé néi chuyén
duoc, va co nhiéu diém chung véi t6.”

“Va dep trai ntta cht?” Nesta héi.

“O. Nhung ma ciing khong hén, vi thuong
may anh chang dep ma rat chi la véenh véo...”

“A, nhu Tony &y chut gi,” Nesta tinh quai liéc
Lucy, nhung Lucy da phot 1o né di.

“Nay, xin cac nang,” t6i chen ngang. “To
chua xong ma. Cau trd loi cudi cung cho chang
trai trieu d6. Do la: Hai huéc. Thong minh.
Quyén ri. Trong chinh té lich su. Moéng dep.
Yéu quu cac ban gai cia t6. Méng tay sach
sé, va cudi cung nhung khéong kém phan quan
trong la...”

“Giau c6,” Nesta tiép.

“Dé thuong,” Lucy noéi.

“Khong,” t6i noi. “Cudi cung nhung khong
kém phan quan trong la... c6 thé tréng cay
chudi va hat Quéc ca.”

Lucy cudi ngat nghéo. “Dé Izzie khung.”

“Thé thi chic cau may man,” Nesta noi.
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“Phan lon cac yéeu cau déu co ve OK rdi day,
nhung con mong tay sach 47 Té nghi nén quén
di thi hon.”

“Izzie,” me 16i goi. “Xe dén roéi day.”

Toi hit mét hoi that sau. “Té di day. Nay,
cac cau, trong t& da 6n chua? Mau xanh nay
va tat ca ntta. Co can phai bdi them phan mat
khoéng?”

“Cau trong tuyét lam roi,” Lucy ndéi. “Nhao
cho bon t& biét két qua day nha.”

“Puoc chua, Nesta?”

Nesta cudi. “Duoc réi, duoc réi, chi co dieu
té hy vong tinh véu théat su sé lam chi Amelia
md mat.”

“Néu tinh véu lam ngudi ta md mat thi hon
nhan s md& mat cho ho.” t6i noi.

“Yeah. Di thoi, Luce, minh nén chuén truéce
khi hai me con ho thay nhau.”

Lucy cudi. “U. Bye bye, Iz.”

Thé roi hai dia no chay bién di mat.
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Ké hoach chién dau vai co hiéu trudng dé
bdo vé cho mai toc xanh le ciia toéi vao thu
Hai qua la chuyén hoang dudong. Ngay khi &
dam cudi vée me da 16i t6i 1én lau va an t6i vao
phong tam.

“Roéi day,” me nghién rang ken ket. “Lo ma
goi cho sach di, dimg c6 ngung lai ching nao
toc con chua ra mau nhu cii.”

Me dua t6i chai dau gdi. Toi chd me di ra

nhung me van ding dé nhin t6i cham cham.

“Con lam me bé mat trudc ca gia dinh va
ban be,” me ndéi. “Pha héng ca ngay dac biét
clia Amelia. Roi chung ta sé giai thich viéc vang
mat moét phu dau trong phan lén cac anh cudi
thé nao day?”

“Co6 duoc chup anh hay khoéng thi con ciing
khong phien dau ma,” toéi noi.

“Nhung Amelia thi c6. N6 chang gian dién
len day thoi. Ma con dinh to ra trich thuong véi
ca c6 dau ngay trong dam cudi ctia ndé hay sao
ha Isobel?”
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“Con khong dinh thé...”

“Con chang suy nghi gi hét ca, phai khong?
Con diing cach xa ca mét trong moi tam anh.”

“Con xin 18i,” t6i néi dén lan tht mét trieu
trong ngay.

“Me cting khong thé dé con dén truong trong
bd dang thé nay duoc. Roi thay co sé nghi ai
vé nha minh? La cai loai nha thé nao thi ma&i
c6 con nhu thé?”

Toi dinh noi la c6 day dia con gai nhudm toéc
hay nhudém highlights, nhung téi biét c6 néi ai
thi cting vay théi, thé nén chi cam cui goi dau.
Me van dang dung nhin dong sudi xanh lé chay
trong bon tam, va du nudc chay 6 6 t6i van
nghe thay tiéng me thé dai. Toi quyét dinh im
lang la cach tot nhat bay gi nén cu tiép tuc godi
va voi tay lay khan.

“KHONG PHAI CAI DO!” me hét len. “Troi
oi la troi, Isobell” (Me van thuong goi to6i bang
tén cing com nhu thé médi khi ndi cau véi t6i.)

“Khong dung cai khan trang do, nhem nhudc
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hét ca khan bay gio. Doi d6, me lay cho cai
khan mau sam.”

Me t6i mé man khan trdng. Co lan sau khi
tdi rita mat xong, me vao phong, trén tay cam
chiéc khan t6i vira dung.

“Co6 phdi con lam day vét len day khong day
ha?” me hdi va chi vao nhitng vét mascara.
“Khan la dé lau kho cha khong phai dé tay
trang dau nhé.”

That tinh ma néi, t6i udc gi me cé vai chiéc
khan mau thong thuomg dé téi co thé dung ma
khéng phai ban tam lo lang, nhung véi chuyén
gl me cung thé cad. Nha téi sach tinh tuom
khéng mét hat bui nao. Me ciing vay. Di lam
thi luobn mac d6 den trang nha, & nha thi luon
mac quan tay den véi 4o gon gang. Mai toc sam
nép niéc ngdi tha ré6 rang. Khong hé co6 mot
soi toc vo ky luat. Khong hé co vét xudce trén
giay. Khong hé cé vét ban tréen quan éo. Khong
thé hiéu me da lam diéu do nhu thé nao. Me

téi thude cung Virgo ctia nhitng nguodi cau toan
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ma. Me con don dep nha ctta sach sé gon gang
trudie khi co gitp viéc dén, nhu theé khéng mudn
ho nghi rang chung t6i 1a moét gia dinh ban thiu.
T6i khong hieu co ¢o gitp viec dé lam gi trong
khi chdng con gi dé don nita ca.

Toi chi mong me ra ngoai cho t6i yén than
gdi dau, nhung me van ding khoanh tay bén
canh bon tam va nhin t6i nghiém khac. “Con
c6 muodn gidi thich gi voi me khong?”

“O, con... con cho thé cung dep.”

Thé dai. Va rat dai.

“Con khoéng dinh lam ai buc minh...”

Toi khong dinh that ma, nhung téi da lam thé
roi. Khi chung t6i t6i, moi nguoi dang tram trd
khen ngoi c6 dau thi dét nhién trong thay toéi va
im bat, va nhin di cho khac. Nhung Amelia thi
ngay khi trong thay anh mat chi ay, t6i da biét
minh gap rac roi roéi. Rac réi rat to luon. Taoi
thé t6i da nhin thay khéi xit ra sau tdm mang

che mat co6 dau. Toi khong dam roi mat khoi
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bé thd va ludon miéng cau khan cho chi ay diu di
sau khi uong chut gi d6. Nhung dudng nhu anh
mat hinh vién dan cang luc cang nay ltta hon.
Me van dang nhin t6i. Téi chang biét néi ai
khéac ntta.
“Con xin 16i,” t6i noi. “Con xin 16i, rat xin
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16i.

“Xin 16i? Con c¢6 biét ¢ nghia ctia tir d6 hay
khong? Vé phong ngay. Me khoéng thé chiu
duoc khi nhin thay con nita roi.”

T6i cun cut di vée phong. Chét may chua budi.

Doéng cii nhét minh vao ma an nan di nhé.
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Ngay hém sau.

O nha budn chét di duoc. Téi dang len 1én
chudn ra cira thi bi me tém. “Con dinh di dau?”

“Con ra ngoai véi Nesta va Lucy moét chut.”

“Con an sang chua day?”

“Con khoéng doéi,” téi ndi va nhét gang tay
vao tui ao.

“Ngoai troi dang mua va lanh, con khoéong

duoc ra ngoai ma chua cé gi trong bung. Vao
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day.
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Toi danh theo me vao bép, me bd banh mi
vao nuong.

“Théi, cdm on me, con an it trai cay duoc roi.
Con khong an banh mi dau.”

“Tu bao gior vay?”

“Tu bay gio.”

“Va tai sao?” me hoi. Me co6 vé tuoi tinh, t6i
duoc tha réi sao?

“0, chang tai sao cd a. Con chi khong thich
nita thoi.”

“Thé thi dé¢ me lam tring.”

“Thoi, théi, me. Con an trai cay théi, khong
an trung dau.”

Noi sao cho me hiéu la gio t6i chi an do
an tu nhién thoi day? Toi da doc thay ho nuoi
nhot nhimg con ga chudng trong nhitng khoang
khong nhd ti nhu thé nao. Nhimg con ga bé
béng t6i nghiép. Nhung ma ndéi bay gio thi lai
cai nhau cho xem.

“Izzie, con lam sao thé ha? Khong an cai nay,

khoéng an cai kia.”

M



Toi hit mot hoi dai. “Um, la thé nay, trén
l6p bon con ¢6 hoc vé dinh duéng, va con nghi
khong biét lieu, &, cod lé chung ta nén dung
nhitng thuc pham tét cho stic khéde hon chang.”

“Y con la sao? Thuc phdm t6t cho stc khée
hon?”

“Nhu la thiac an tuoi song thay vi thic an
dong lanh va tring do ga nuéi tha tu nhién dé
ra chit khong phai do ga nuéi trong chudng...”

“Va nhting gi me cho con an thi cé gi sai?”

“Khong, khong sai gi cd nhung minh co the
an tot hon.”

“Vé& van. Chung ta an udng rat t6t, lic nao
ciing c6 thic an trong tu.”

“Nhung, me... con khong noi vé sé luong ma
la chat luong...”

“Con dinh noi thic an cia me la kém chéat
luong?”

“Khong, khéng...”

Khong t6t roi.
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Toi ¢6 gang dién dat theo moét huong khac.
“Con véu thich su ngan nap sach sé trong nha

minh thé nao, me biét phai khong me?”
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“Nhung do chi la bén ngoai, con dang mudn
noi dén nhing tha bén trong. Minh an thé nao
thi minh la nhu thé ay, minh an thuc an cang
tuoi va tot thi cang cam thay khée khoan hon,
va cang hoan hao hon. Me cung thich thé, phai
khéng me?”

Qua khong bdé coOng mia mép. Me cod vé
dang can nhac nhiting dieu téi noi.

Duong Angus ngang lén sau t& bao Tai chinh.
“Y lzzie 1a mudn duoc xanh tuoi.”

Budn cudi qua nhi.

Cam on duong Angus, téi can ai d6 nhac me
nhé chuyén hom qua lam ay.

“Khong. Khong phai xanh tuoi. Con khong
noéi vée modi trudong, mac du nod cing rat quan
trong. Con chi muén noéi dung an nhting thu

vo van ma thoi.”
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Ui. Cai mém thdi ctia t6i. Toi khong hé co
¥ nhu thé. N6 lam me ngay lap tuc lay lai vé
nghiém khac.

“Tai sao con khong giong nhu nhimg dia con
gai cung tudi khac ha Izzie? Phan l6n ching né
déu chang mong gi ngoai chip chip va my éng.
Sao con cit luén phéi khac thuong nhu vay?”

“Me c6 thé diing my hitu co. B6 me ctia Lucy
toan dung thuc an hitu co. Ma that ra thi bo ctia
no ban chung & cta hang ctia bac ay.”

“Nha ctia Lucy dung gi la chuyén ctia ho.
Chung ta khéong phéi song giong nhu ai ¢a.”

Oi, ude gi duoc nhu thé. Nha Lucy khac hdn
nha chung téi, rat sinh dong va dé chiu. Ho
ciing c6 nhimg chiéc khan tam d0 mau, khi
dung chang can phai lo 1&ng gi.

“Nhung me... ai cling biét sdn pham tuoi luc
nao cing tot hon nhitng thtt me an. Ra dong,
roi cho vao vi song, day chat bao quan...”

“Dirng c6 ndi véi me con bang cai giong

day,” duong Angus noi.
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Toi thua. Toi khong duoc noi véi me nhu thé.
Toi nghi tat cd moi nguodi déu sé ¢o loi tir nhiing
dé nghi ciia minh, nhung c6 & can phai co6 thoi
gian. Gi¢ thi tau vi thuong sach.

“Con di duoc chua a?” téi hoi va dung lén.

“Chirng nao con an xong miéng banh d6,”
me kién quyét.

“Sao cting duoc. Con sé mang no theo va sé
an sau. Con htra.”

Toi goi banh lai va phéong veo ra ctta. Minh
sé cho chim an, t6i nghi bung.

Nhung t6i ca ngay dén chung no cuang thich

bot chua ray hon.

Lucy va Nesta dang doi t6i & ga Camden,
bén canh chiéc may ban vé va nhai socola nhép
nhép.

“Tong xuyéc tong phét nhi,” téi ndi, vi ca ba
dira bon t6i deu mac d6 mau den.

“Khi dén Camden hay lam nhu nguoi

Camden,” Nesta noi.
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Ly do la moi nguoi & Camden cé vé rat khoai
mac do mau den hay xam, c6 18 né hop vai tiét
troi thang Mudi hai &m am u u mua gié noi day.

“Thé dam cudi thé nao?” Nesta hdi khi bon
toi dang lach qua dam dong ngay Cht nhat dé
vao trong cho. “Téc tai da trd lai binh thuong
roi nay.”

“U. Vita & dam cudi vé 1a me t& bét goi cho
bang sach. Amelia vira thdy t& cliing ndi dién
len. Chi ay cam t& vao chup chung trong hau
hét cac buc anh va bdo rang sé khong bao gid:
néi chuyén véi té nta.”

“Tot, tot,” Nesta nhe rang cudi. “Dang nao
thi chi ay cting c6 phai ngquoi cau yéu thich dau
nao.”

“Khéng han thé,” t6i cudi. “Ma t& clng
chang nghi minh pha hoai gi nhiéu hon moi
ngudi. Dam cudi vé cudi cting duoc. Dac biét la
khi mot thang bé phu ré doc kinh cau Chua. N6
madi co sau tudi va dé thuong vo vo cting. “Cha

ctiia chung con...”. Yéu khéong chiu duoc v.”
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“Co6 anh chang nao khac khong?” Lucy hai.

“Thoi thoi dung hoi. Khong hé. That ra thi
cling c6 modt, anh ta cang cd bat chuyén vai
t&, nhung lai 1& em trai clia Jeremy nén at han
ctiing la d6 ngdc thoi.”

“Anh ta trong thé nao?” Nesta hai.

“Khodng chiing mudi bdy tudi, ciing dep
trai, deo kinh tron nhd kiéu John Lennon,
nhung mac bd do gid chat chang hop chut nao.
Jeremy bat anh ta lén choi piano trong tiéc
chieu dai. Oi gioi oi, toan ca khuc “bat hiéu” tir
hoi ndo hdi nao. May 6ng ba gia cu la hat theo
Giai diéu hanh phuc, Hat trong mua, Nam Thai
Binh duong. Kiéu kiéu nhu ‘Nam lay tay t6i, toi
la mot ké an bam co vé ngoai ky di, lac 161 trong

?

thé gisi than tién...”

“B6 to cting c6 mot dia Nam Thai Binh
duong. May 6ng anh t& tu ché 1oi ra la Nam
lay tay toi, toi la mot ké an bam cé vé ngoai ky

di, chi c6 trén minh mot chiéc 14 than tién...”

Lucy ndi va nghéu ngao hat.
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“Thé nghe con duoc,” t6i ndi trong khi ludon
lach trong cho. “Nao, gio téi nhiém vu quan
trong ngay hom nay. Bon minh muén tim gi
day?”

“Nhing chang trai,” Nesta tuyén bo.

“Té mudn tim may cai hoa tai cho budi hen
véi Tony,” Lucy noi.

“Bon minh ciing phai c6 d6 maéi cho tiéc cudi
ky nita,” Nesta noi. “Khong thé biét duoc sé co
nhimg ai dén d6.”

“Nghe néi King Noz sé choi day,” Lucy noi.

“La ai?” t6i hoi.

C), ho tuyét lam ¥. Bon ho hoc lép thi trinh
do A & truong anh té. Lal cé bang ciia ho, 6ng
¥ con bao ho tham chi da c6 cd hop déng thu

A 2

am.
“O, gi cling t6t hon 1a may bai c6 16 si,” toi

noi.
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Camden Lock ban du tha d6 linh tinh: sach,
khung anh, huong thom, tinh dau, pha lé, trang
suc, guong luoc quan ao, nén mi, dé gém, am
nhac. Can gi c6 nay. Béi thé nén chd nay ludn
tap nap nguoi mua ké ban, ngudi suc sao, ké
gap g& ban be.

Téi dinh lam qud mua sdm chuan bi Gidng
sinh nén kéo hai dutra kia lén lau, dén ché may
quay New Ages. Nam nay co lé t6i sé mua may
mon liéu phap huong thom tang cho moi nguoi.

Lucy ngay lap tirc sa vao hang trang stc,
Nesta thi ngé nghiéng thit kinh méat nén téi lang
thang ra quay hang ngoai goc ban tinh dau.
Toi cam hai chai mui hoa hong va hoa nhai len
ngui. Day la nhimg mui t6i thich nhat, nhung
ciing dat nhat nén t6i van chua suu tap duoc.

“Chao,” mot giong naéi cat len. “Em can anh
giup gi khong?”

T6i ngude nhin 1én va ngay lap tice bi hut hon
bdi mot ddi mat nau mau cay dé ngua. Co agi do

rat la dang xav ra trong téi, nhu la ai d6 budc
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tam da day t6i lai ma van vo vay. Anh chang
nay that quyén ra. Sao lai c6 ngudi quyén ri thé
khong biet? Cai miéng rong tuoi cudi, mot mai
tobc den nhanh lda xda trudc mat.

“0O... khong a, em chi dang xem théi,” t6i li
nhi ro6i quay dau chay bién.

Toi kéo Lucy va Nesta vao mot goc, dang sau
mot sap quan &o. “Té vira bi sét danh,” t6i hut
hoi phai dua vao tuong.

“Véi ai dau?” Nesta hoi va tho ¢ ra ngoai
ngd nghiéng.

Toi voi kéo no lai. “Dung! Anh ay thay bay
gio.”

Dén luot Lucy tho dau ra. “Cé mot anh chang
dang nhin vé phia bon minh. C6 phai cai anh
dumg canh cau thang, mac quan jeans 4o phéng
trang khong?”

Toi cting 16 ra nhin, anh ay nhe rang cudi va

vay vay.

“Khong, khong,” t6i rut voi ve khuat mat anh
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au va rén ri. “Anh &y thay réi. Han anh &y sé
nghi t& la moét con dé hoi chinh hiéu. Di, bon
minh phdi di thoi. Ngay bay gid. Xudng nha.
Anh ay sé nghi t& mé anh ay mat.”

“Nhung dung thé con gi,” Nesta néi. “Thé
cau dinh lam gi day?”

“Khong ai ¢d,” toi noi va quay lung di va co
khoéng ngoai lai gian hang ban tinh dau.

Khi téi da xudng lau, Lucy va Nesta chay dudi
theo t6i.

“Néu cau thich thi phai ra néi chuyén véi anh
ay di cht,” Lucy noi.

“Té khong theé. Khéng biét phai noi agi ca.
Troi oi. TG that la ngdc. Anh ay sé nghi té la
dra ngu ngdc.”

“Khong phai thé,” Nesta néi. “Bay gio thé
nay, bon minh sé di long vong dudi nay mot
chut, réi quay trd lén tréen kia, sau d6 to va Lucy
sé vao gian hang ay, xong lam nhu vo tinh goi

cau toi cung xem moét thir gi do6.”
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“Ké hoach hay day,” t6i noi. “Nhung cha i,
t& phai vao nha vé sinh chinh trang mét chat.”
Lucy cuoi. “Da bao la nd sé xay ra ma. Nghe

chua Izzie, dung bao gio néi khéng bao gio.”

Sau khodng mudi lam phat gong minh gia
vo thich tha nhitng quay hang dudéi tang dudi,
chung t6i lai tré [en trén. Téi cang mat nhin qua
dadm déng xem anh chang ban hang cta téi &
dau, rdi téi quay hang ngay bén canh va dung
quay lung lai.

Nesta va Lucy thi di tiép t6i chd anh ay.

“Lucy,” Nesta gao tuong len, “Té mudn xem
dau thom chita bénh moét chut.”

Troi oi, pho qua di.

Lucy va Nesta loay hoay hit hit ngtti ngtri. Rbi
lai Nesta, lai gao tuéng lén, “Izzie oi, Izzie, qua
day, phadi trong may thu tinh dau nay c6 loai
lam hung phan tinh duc khong?”

Oi troi dat me oi. Té nhi la tt khoéng cod
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trong tur dien cia Nesta. Toi di sang va cd té
ra that kul.

Chang ban hang ngang lén va cudi. “Ylang
ylang - ngoc lan tay,” anh ay néi va dua t6i mot
chai tinh dau. “Nghe bao kich thich that day.”

“Thé roi lam ai vai no?” Nesta hoi.

Anh chang cudi nham nhé. “Bat ci gi em
muon.”

“Cau cho vai giot vao bon tam,” t6i néi giong
nghiém nghi va dé cut hing nhu ctia me.

Nesta kéo tay Lucy. “Di, t& mudn xem... &...
dang kia.”

N6 16i tudt Lucy sang hang khac nhung khéng
quén ngodi lai va gio ngédn céi len véi toi. Nhé
nhac toi giét no.

To6i quay lai nhin anh ban hang va nd nu cuoi
ngu ngoc.

“Anh la Mark,” anh ay ndéi, réi nhin theo
huéng Nesta va nhtin vai. “Ban em a?”

“Vang, ban em,” t6i tra 1oi. “Chac hom nay

no quén chua udong thudce, hoac la em quén.”
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Mark cudi. “C6 vé em kha ranh may tha &
day, may thua tinh dau réi nay no.”

“Mbt it thoi. O nha em cing c6 dung, tinh
dau hoa 0ai huong dé thu gian hay dau khuynh
diép khi bi cdm cum. Anh c6 biét khong?”

“Khéng han. Anh chi biét mét it vi thinh
thoang cting c6 ra gitip me.”

“Lam viéc & day thich lam anh nhi.”

“Cling duoc,” Mark nhun vai, réi nhin thang
vao toi. “Déi khi ciing duoc gap ai do thua vi.”

Uc. Anh ay am chi t6i u? Toi cho la thé béi vi
anh ay da tung chiéu tan tinh ma Nesta van hay
noi — giao tiép bang mat va mim cudi. Toi nhin
lai va lai c6 cam giac gan rudt minh xoan xuyt.

“Nay,” Mark tiép tuc, “Néu em thich nhiing
tht nay thi tuan téi sé ¢é hoi cho & Alexandra
Palace day. Tam tri, Co thé, Tinh than. Me anh
c6 moét gian hang & d6. Em cho anh s6 dién
thoai, roi anh sé goi bao chi tiét cho em.”

Toi dua anh ay mot trong s6 nhimg tam card
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toi lam & lop My thuat hoi ky rdéi. Toi kha tu
hao vé noé. Téi lam no bang giay mau ngoc lam
va viét chit nht bac.

“Izzie Foster a,” anh ay doc. “Tuyét. Anh sé

goi lai cho em sau nhé.”

Co két qua roil Mot cude hen vai anh chang
dang veéu.

Khi ctuing Nesta va Lucy quay lai ga xe dién
ngam, dén Giang sinh da sang ruc r& khap noi,
Camden lung linh mét cach la ky. Téi coé cam
giac nhu dang budc di trong mdt canh phim...
budi chiéu chang vang trén mot con phd tuyét
voi trong thé gioi Walt Disney.

Chung t6i khoac tay nhau va hat vang troi.
“Hay nam lay tay em, em la mot ké an bam co
vé ngoai ky di, chi cé trén minh mét chiéc la

than tién... dang nghi vé anhhhh!”
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Meo tan tinh cua Nesta

Nhin vao mat anh ay, giao tiep vdi
nhau bang mat mét luc dé té ra
minh thich thu, réi nhin cho khac.

Mim cuoi.

Hoc ngdn nglr co thé: Anh ay co
nghiéng ve phia ban khong? Dau
goi co huong ve phia ban khong?
Neu co, thi tuc la anh ay thich roi
day.

Ciang co nhing cu chi tuong tu.

Hoi nghiéng vé phia anh ay.

Cuoi voi nhitng cau chuyén cuoi cua anh
ay, du no co the rat chan.

Vui vé, tro chuyén phiem vdi nhau.

Ding qua nang neé.

Lang nghe nhiing gi anh ay néi, té vé
thich tha, tham chi mé man.

Dimg néi nhieu ve nhing anh ban khac.

Ding qua de dai.

bung khao khat hung han qua.
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Dung qua san sang.

Dung quan trong hoa, dung qua khich
manh dong.

Dung deo bam nhu sam.

Dung cu nhay cu nhua o lai qua lau.
Ruat lui khi dang cao trao. Nhu vay
anh ay s¢ muon minh hon.

Dé biet liéu anh ay co thich khéong:
Giao tiep voi nhau bang mat mét luc,
roi nap & mét cho co thé nhin thay
anh ay. Anh ay c6 nhin lai cho ban da
dung khong? Co nhin huong ban di
khong? Co ve la dang tim ban khong?
Neu co, thi tic la anh ay thich roi day.
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Chuong 3

Nqﬁn nqir ctia com Hran

“Khi mét anh chang bao sé goi lai cho cau
sau thi nghia la gi?” t6i héi Nesta va Lucy & trén
l6p vao tha Tu sau.

“A,” Nesta néi, “nghia la nhu con luon &y.”

“N6 ¢6 nghia la sau, rat lau sau, khéong nhu
con gai,” Lucy néi. “Khi moét ¢cod gai ndi em sé
goi cho anh sau, thi tic la sau do, nhu la vao
budi t6i chang han. Nhung con trai thi c6 ngén
ngit riéng ctla minh.”

“Vay c6 nghia Mark van chua goi lai?” Nesta
hoi.

Toi lac dau.
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“Sé sém thoi,” Lucy nhin téi théng cam.
“Anh ay sé goi. Anh av néi vay ma.”

Nesta lac dau. “Loi noi ctia bon con trai
chang 1a gi cd. ‘Anh sé goi cho em’ c6 thé cé
bat ky nghia gi. Anh sé goi cho em trong mot
tuan nita, hai tuan nita, hay thang sau, néu anh
nho.”

Toi ren ri. “Oi khong. Vat va mai mai co ba
ngay thoi. Téi nao t& cang thic mudn hy vong
anh ay goi nhung bat vd am tin.”

“Anh ta khong goi sém thé dau,” Nesta noi,
“sé khong néu anh ta dep trai. N6 sé lam anh
ta c6 vé vo vap qua. Doi them modt hai hom
nita néu van khéng thay thi chdng can phai doi
nita lam qgi.”

Toi yvéeu quy Nesta nhung doéi khi t6i mong
no ding co ndi toet ra nhing gi nghi trong dau
nhu thé.

“Cudc dién thoai duoc mong cho qua sé

khoéng reo,” Lucy ndéi vé kinh nghiém.

e



“Ké t& nghe di,” t6i vira ngdi vao chd wra
noi. “Nhung anh ay sé phai goi lai cho t& sém

vi hoi cho & Ally Pally sé dién ra vao tha Bay.”

Tuan nay 16i c lo to mo, dau 6c dé hét & chd
cho dién thoai, hoc hanh chang dau vao dau.
Chung t6i c6 mét gido sinh tén la Hartley day
moén PHSE va RE (Religious Education: Giado
duc Toén gido) thay cho ¢c6 Watkins. Nhu thudng
&, cung tdi nghiép, c6 ay trd thanh doéi tuong
tréu choc cho vai dira trong l6p t6i khong thich
ai hon hanh cac thay cé gido sinh ra tro.

Tiét dau tien co ay day la tiet Ton gido. Toi
thuong van thich tiét nay vi chung téi duoc tim
hiéu vé tat cd cac hé théng dic tin trén thé
gi6i. That tha vi khi biét duoc nhimg nén van
hoa khac nghi gi. Lan réi bon toi hoc vé Hindu.
Ho tin rang chuing ta c6 nhiéu mang séng chu
khong phai mot, va khi ta chét, linh hon cta ta
sé doi xac, va ta sé dau thai tré lai trong mot

hinh dang khéc.
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Toi da lam mot huy hieu tréen dé ghi rang Dau
thai la mét cudc trd lai, xong deo nd vao truong
cho dén khi c6 Allen thay va tich thu mat. Cang
that tha vi khi nghi rang t6i da la mot nguoi
khéac, & mot khoang thoi gian khac & mét noi
cting khac. Hém no, t6i héi Nesta rang liéu bon
tdi co ting gap gd quen biét nhau chua.

“Oi, duong nhién 16i,” né néi.

“Nhu la chi em hay gi d6 ha?” téi hai.

“Khong, cau la con éch cung cia té.”

Rbi Lucy ré len bang cai giong Scotland ngé
ngan ctia no, “Ngudi Hindu lam gi nao?” né
ngimg mot chut xem bon t6i ¢6 tra 1oi khéng roi
tiep. “Dé tring chu con lam gi nia.” No cuoi
khtic khich. “Khéng hiéu a? Hindu, ‘hen do’, ga
lam gi? Ga dé trung.”

Nesta va Lucy cho d6 that budon cudi, ching
nd khong nhan thay téi that su mudn tim hiéu
ve nhiing thir nhu la tai sao ching t6i lai & day,

va dé lam gi. Tuy nhién t6i quyét dinh ngung
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khong lam nguoi Hindu nira va lam mét nguoi
theo thuyét bat kha tri cho dén khi co6 quyét
dinh chéc chan.

Co6 Hartley huing hdng dé chung t6i tap trung
roi bat dau. “Nao, ca l6p, hom nay chung ta
sé thdo luan vé Chua. Chung ta da biét gi vé
Ngai?”

“Co mat & khap moi noi, quyén nang vd han
va théong sudt moi su,” Jade Wilcocks tra 1oi.

“Rat tot,” co6 Hartley noi.

“Tac gid quvén sach ban chay nhat moi
thoi dai,” Mary O’Connor noéi, “la quyen Kinh
thanh.”

Lop bat dau cudi ric rich thé nén t6i gio tay.

“lzzie?”

“That ra thi em c6 mét cau héi vé Chua.”

Toi da nghi hoai tir hdm thit Bay & dam cudi,
khi cha néi, “Chung ta tap trung & day dudi su
cd mat ctia Chua ...”

“Chua c6 mat & khap moi noi, cé phai

khéong a?”
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“Thé tai sao ngudi ta lai phadi dén nha tho de
cau nguyen? Néu Nagai co6 mat & khap moi noi,
khong phdi chung ta c6 thé gap Naai & khap
moi noi sao? Trong rap phim, trong nha? Moi
noi ma? Sao lai phai dén nha tho?”

“Gidi lam lzzie,” co6 Hartley noéi. “Cé ai ¢6 ¢
kién gi khong?”

“Thua ¢, néu Naai & khap moi noi, Naai co
& bén canh luc ta di vé sinh khéng a?” Candice
Carter lén tiéng.

Oi khong. Bon nay lai néi linh tinh rdi. Gan
hét gid roi va téi hy vong co ai d6 trd 1oi cho
cau hoi ctia minh.

“Tai sao ngudi ta lai phai cau nguyén vai cai
tran nha néu Chua c6 & khap moi noi?” Joanne
Richards noi. “Cau nguyén & dudi chau rira bat
cting duoc chit.”

Pung, t6i nghi, va lai gio tay.

“Thua ¢, néu Ngai co mat & khap moi noi

va lic nao ciing cé ngudi ta cau nguyén, thé thi
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lam sao Ngai nghe duoc hét tat cd cung mot
[ic? Nagai c6 hé théng chuyén ngtr hay khéng?
B&i vi &t han ngudi ta sé ciu bang da thi tiéng
khac nhau. Theo nhu chuing ta biét thi ¢ thé
ngai chi néi moi tieng Swahili thoi.”

Co Hartley bat dau co vé bai roi.

“Con ai khac muén néi gi nita khong?”

Tai lai gio tay. Téi ¢6 rat nhieu dieu mudn noi
vi t6i da nghi rat nhiéu vé nhing tha thé nay.

“Liéu Chua c6 kho chiu budn buc chan nan
mét moi hay gi dé khong bdi vi viec cdé mat &
khap moi noi khong con vui nhu thud trai dat
coHn méi mé va tuoi lanh? Kiéu nhu la luc nao
ciing & khap moi noi, 6ng ay cit phai xem di
xem lai chuong trinh Lang giéng & tat ca céac
nuéc khac nhau, vinh vién. Thé han rat chan.”

“Vinh vién c6 gidng nhu vao ngay Chtl nhat
ma troi lai mua khong?” Lucy héi.

“Nhitng cau haéi rat hay,” c6 Hartley c6 vé
tranh trd 1&i.” Cac em c6 thé viét mot bai luan
cho tuan sau vé viéc em thay thé nao vé Chua.

Gio thi lay Kinh thanh ra”.
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Toi van ban khoan khong biét Chua héi dap
nhiing 1oi cau nguyén nhu thé nao. Nhung ciing
c6 thé Chua ciing nhu Mark, khéng hé goi lai.
Gi¢ thi no lai lam t6i suy nghi.

Toi lai gio tay. “Thua c6, tai sao ching ta goi
Chua la 6ng chia ma khoéong phai la ba chua,
hay la cai chua?”

Co Hartley ro rang la khong hé ¢6 ¢ dinh tra
l6i. “Nao, cd lop, gio hay ké tén cac nhan vat
ndi tiéng trong cac bai thanh ca ma chung ta
van hat?”

“Gabriel,” Mary noi.

“Lucifer,” Jade noi.

“O, khong,” co6 Hartley néi, “do la tén cla
quu. Han ta la mét thien than sa nga.”

“Nga ttr dau ha c6?” téi hdi trude khi co ay
kip bat t6i ngam mom lai.

“Tu thién duong.”

“Devon,” Lucy thi thao sau lung t6i. “Va

Harold Ia tén ctia 6ng ta.”

e



Toi nghe co tiéng khuc khich nén théi, quyét
dinh khong hdi tiép cau nia la “Va that ra thi
thien duong & dau?”

“Em c6é mdt nhan vat,” Candice Carter noi.

“Duoc,” c6 Hartley noi.

“La Hark.”

“Va nhan vat tén la Hark nay duoc nhac dén

trong bai thanh ca nao ha Candice?”

“Hark, trong “Hay nghe thién than Herald”,

thua co6.”

Gi¢ thi ca l6p cung nhao nhao lén, ngay ca
Nesta ciing tham gia.

“Em cling c6.”

“OK, Nesta noi di.”

“La Gladly.”

Trong cd Hartley giy nhu thé dang uéce duoc
& bat ky dau ngoai lop hoc nay.
“Gladly,” c6 ay noi c6 vé nhu mét moi lam.

“Gladly la ai?”
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“Gladly, con gau Gladly mat lac?.”

Ca 16p bo ra cudi vi chung toi déu biét Gladly,
nhung c6 Hartley la ngudi mdéi & truéng nén
chéng hiéu truyén cudi nav.

Candice gio tay noi. “Do la mét trong nhiing
bai thanh ca c6 bon em van hat khi tap trung.
No bat dau bang Han hoan, t6i han hoan mang
cay thanh gia.”

Co6 Hartley van khong cudi. Chudng reo hét
gi¢ vang lén chi moét lat sau do, va cé ay bién

ra khoi l6p nhanh hon tat cd bon toi.

Gi¢ an trua, t6i kiem tra dien thoai. Khong
tin nhan, thé nén t6i goi vé nha nhan s6 kiém
tra may tra loi tu dong. Me cho t6i dién thoai
moi hoi thang rdi, va tdm card toi lam la tir tan
hai thang trudc. Oi khong. S8 dien thoai trén
tam card to6i dua cho Mark la s6 cu roi.

“Trong ngay thé nay anh ay khong goi dau,”
Lucy ndi. “Con phai di hoc chu.”
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“Cau ndi dung, du rat c6 thé anh &y ciing c6
di dong,” toi thé dai. “Nhung co thé t6i nay anh
ay sé goi.”

“Nhung t6i nay cau va Nesta sé sang nha t&
ma. B6 me t& di xem phim, con bon minh thi
thué bang vé xem.”

“Xin 16i, Lucy, t& khong mudn dé nhé cudc
goi nay.”

Lucy that vong iu xiu. “Tuén nay chang c6 téi
nao cau sang ca. Oi thoi ndo, Izzie, may tra 1o
tu dong sé gitr lai tin nhan ma.”

Toi da nghi Lucy phai la nguoi hiéu nhéat vi

nod dang véu Tony. Nhung no cting khéng hiéu.

Ngon ngir cua con trai

Sé goi lai cho i C6 thé vao thé ky sau.
em sau: :
Hia, cam doan: : Tir chi dung cho doi

: bong da.
Anh can cé Cho nhing cé ban dai
khong gian: + khac cua anh nia.
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Hay xem no di
den dau:

Em cé6 muon duoc

xoa Icmg?:

0 day khéng am

ap sao:

Chao. Ban em
trong tuyét nhi:

Dung nang ne:

Co ta that Ia
xau xi/Cé ta bi
les:

Anh chua san

sang cho mot moi

quan he:

Anh la ngudi rat
doc 1ap:

Ching ta van la

ban chu:

Lui lai di. anh dang

i cam thay bi ap luc day.

Anh muon thu van
may cua minh.

Coi quan ao ra di.

: Anh mé cé ay, va anh
. , 2 44
: dang dung em de tiep
: can voi co ay.

. Anh khéng cam thay

nhu em cam thay dau.

Co ta chéng thich anh.
L Voi em.

Anh thich lam moi thu
: theo cach cua minh,
: theo thoi han cta minh.

. A X . . 2 aa
. Het roi, va co thé day
: la lan cuoi cung em

nhin thay anh.
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Chuong 4

|—|—61’ 1, vi sao

Toi tha Tu: khéong goi.
Trua thad Nam: khoéng goi.
To6i tha Nam: khong goi.
Sang thir Sau: khoéong goi.

Toi dien mat. Hay anh ay lam mat s6 cia toi
rdi? Co thé anh 4y dé tAm card trong tdi quan
jeans va me anh ay bd vao giat mat r6i? Cing
c6 thé anh &y chang hé c6 ¢ dinh goi cho t6i
vi anh 4y chan ngdy téi réi? Coé the, co thé thé

nay, c6 thé thé kia.

Phai xem boi mdéi duoc.
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Toéi giii cho Lucy mot mau gidy trong gio
tiéng Anh.

Toi nay cau sang nha t¢ duoc khong? To
mudn xem horoscope va béi bai dé xem chung
noi gi vé Mark. Nesta thi ban di tap kich réi,
nhung ciu coé thé sang duoc khéong?

Puoc, Lucy trd 16i. Nhung hom nay dén phién
t& cho ché an. Bon minh lam xong rdéi di nheé,
khoéng lau dau.

“Izzie Foster, Lucy Lovering, chi v lén nao,”
thay Johnson néi, “Hém nay thay muén cac em
viet vai dieu vé truong hoc. Cac em cam thay
thé nao vé nd. Lam kiéu nao tuy & cac em, viét
bai luan cung duoc, viét tho cing duoc, hay gi
ciing duoc. Cac em c6 hai muoi phut lam bai.
Khéng ndi chuyén.”

To6i danh mudi phut dau tién ngdi ngd ngoai
clta s6 tim cdm hung, nhung tat cd nhtng gi
toi co the nghi dén la Mark. Téi ¢6 gédng hinh
dung anh ay tréong nhu thé nao, bdi vi khudn

mat anh ay da dan md nhat trong tam tri téi.
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Co lé anh ay cting khong dep trai nhu t6i nhé.
Co le lan sau gap lai téi sé phai thot len ‘Khiép,
khong hiéu ltuc d6 minh bi lam sao?” Téi ban
khoan khong biét anh ay thich gi. Anh ay thich
loai nhac nao.

“Izzie Foster, em da viét duoc ai r6i?” thay
Johnson héi.

“O, chua a.”

Toi nhin to giay trang boc va ¢d gang tap
trung dau 6c. Mét bai luan vé trudng hoc. Chan
quéa di mat. Réi t6i bdng nha thay noi co thé lam
bang dang nao cting duoc. Sau khi hoc xong, toi
muon tré thanh moét ngudi viet nhac — a, hoac
l[a lam nha chiém tinh, hoac ca hai luon. Téi da
viét nhieu bai hat & nha, thé nén té6i quyét dinh
viét mot bai & day. Téi cui xudng va bat dau viét.

Mudi phut sau, thay Johnson vo tay.

“Hét gio. Xem cac em da lam duoc nhiing gi
nao. Izzie, em doc cho ca lép nghe bai ctia minh.”

Oi KHONG KHONG KHONG. Téi chua bao

gio cho ai xem céac bai hat ciia minh. Chua bao
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gi® ca. Chung la bi mat cia t6i. Thay c6 bao
phai doc lén dau.

“Moi ngudi dang chd em day,” thay Johnson
gd gbd tay lén ban.

Toi dung léen. “La moét bai rap a. Tén la Rap
Truong hoc,” t6i néi va bat dau doc.

“Toi dén truong, that ron rang budce trén
duong, Toéi trong that boc, toi khéong ngdc vi
toi di hoc...”

Mary O’Connor va Joanne Richards cuoi
khtic khich. Téi ciing do nguoi va im bat.

“Ohm, d6 la tat cd nhang gi em da viét,”
tdi cti gam mat li nhi. Khong phai thé. Téi da
viet ca bai nhung t6i khong muodn doc nita, moi
nguoi lai cuoi téi mat.

Toi nhin thay Johnson. Thay cing c6 vé
mudn phi cudi. “Hmmm, mot khéi dau thua vi,”
thay noi.

To6i ngdi xudéng va cdm thay that dau kho.

Khéng bao gio. Khong bao gio nita nhé. Toi
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khong cong bé nhiing bai hat ctia minh dé lam

tro cudi cho moi ngudi.

“T6é nghi bai hat cia cau hay day,” Lucy noéi
khi chuing t6i vé dén cita sau nha no.

“Cam on cau.”

May con cho cit chdm chom léen liém mat lam
téi suyt thi ngd nglra. “Ben, ngdi xudng, Ben.”

“Khoéng lau dau,” Lucy vira néi vira cdi ao
khoac va ma& t lay may hop thuac an ché. “Dun
nudce léen da.”

“Nhanh lén nhé. Bon minh con phai vé nha
t& day, nho khong?”

“A, . Mark.”

“U, Mark,” t6i noi. Toi lo rdi day. Gio da la
t6i tha Sau, hoi cho th Bay da khai mac roi

ma Mark thi van chua chiu goi. “Ai choi guitar

thé nhi?”
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Co6 tieng nhac vong ra titr phong khach. Toi
vao xem thi thay anh Lal cia Lucy dang nam

tréen ghé sofa nghe nhac.

“Ban nao thé anh?” toi hoi.

“King Noz.”

“A, Lucy c6 nhéc, ho sé choi & budi tiéc cudi
nam truéng em.”

“U,” Lal néi. “Ban nay hoc truong anh. Choi
kha cuc.”

“Em nghe véi duoc khong?”

“Tat nhién.”

Mot anh chang dang hat véi dan guitar, cé
cad piano nita. Toi ngdi trén sofa, nham mat va

lang nghe 16i hat.

“Néu em la banh xe

Anh muoén theo em ra dudong quoc 10.
Néu em la giot mua

Anh uéc em sé roi xudng 16i anh di.
Néu em la ké lang du

Anh sé cay nho van ménh
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Dé noi véi em rang
Bat cr noi nao anh cé em

D6 cing la thién duong...”

“Wow,” toi thot len khi bai hat vira két thuc.
“Hay that. Em két r6i day.”

“Khong phai bai nao cing ém diu thé nay,”
Lal noi. “Anh thich may bai nang do hon.”

“Té xong roi,” Lucy goi.

“Em phai di day,” t6i néi va diing lén. Nhiing

ngdi sao dang maoi goi.

Vé nha, t6i lién kiem tra may tra 1o tu dong
nhung chang c6 gi. Chang c6 gi ca.

“Thoi bd di,” Lucy ndéi. “Té co bat ngd cho
cau.”

Chting t6i lén phong ngtt va né dua t6i mot
cai phong bi.

“Gi thé?” toi hoi.

“Mé ra ma xem.”
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Toi xé phong bi va thay trong d6 c6 ba vé
dén hoi cho Tam tri, Co thé, Tinh than ngay
mai.

“Fabola!” t6i noi. “Lam sao cau co duoc thée?”

“Bo t6 cho day,” Lucy néi. “Bé ciing c6 mot
gian hang ban thiic an co loi cho stic khée & hoi
cho nén c6 may vé mién phi. Thé nén la ngay
ca khi t6i nay Mark khéng goi thi bon minh van
co the dén, tim gian hang cia me anh ta, va vo
tinh cham mat & do.”

Toi 6m Lucy that chat. N6 hiéu diéu nay quan
trong véi téi the nao. “Tuyét voi, Lucy, cau that
la nquoi ban tot.”

Lucy cuoi. “Thoi, xin nang. Xem horoscope
thé nao di. Té dang muon biét muodn chét day.
T&i mai t& ¢ hen véi Tony va can kiém tra xem
c6d 6n khong.”

Toi bat may vao trang web ua thich ctia minh,
g6 ngay sinh cia téi va Lucy va cho két qua.

“Céau vdi Tony di dau vay?” toi hoi.
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“Hollywood Bowl,” Lucy tra loi. “Bon t& dinh
di xem phim réi di an.”

“Cau thich anh ay that chua?”

“That.”

“Nhung cting phai can than ddy nhé. Nesta
khong phai la dia duy nhat lo Tony sé lam tén
thuong cau dau.”

“Oi thoi nao,” Lucy noi. “To bist rdi. Nesta
nhac di nhac lai nhiéu lan lam rdi ¢.”

Toi cam to két qua len va bat dau doc.

“Thé nao?” Lucy héi.

“Hay cuc. No giai thich hét luon. N6 bao
rang Mercury da nghich hanh nhung sé quay
lai dung duong 16i vao ngay sau thang Mudi hai,
tic la ngay mai ay.”

“Nghia la gi?”

“Mercury la hanh tinh ctia su giao tiép. Moi
khi nghich hanh thi n6 lam gidm toc do ctia moi
thit, xdy ra hiéu nham, hen thi hen lan hen lita,

cau khong thé lien lac duoc véi nhing ngudi
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cau can noi chuyén. .. tat ca nhimng tha kieu vay.
Thé roi khi no di dung duong tré lai, moi thu
lai ém xudi. Cau khong thay sao? Do chinh la
Iy do tai sao Mark khéong goi dién cho t&. Béi
vi Mercury nghich hanh.”

“Cau that su nghi rang cac vi sao tac dong
dén bon minh nhiéu thé a?” Lucy nghi ngo.

“T&t nhien 1di,” t6i noi va tiép tuc doc. “O,
hay nitta nay, cho ca hai dita minh luén nhé.
Ngay mai Venus theo hudong tét, trang tron &
Taurus...”

“lzzie,” Lucy ndi, “Cau nodi cao siéu qua,
chang hiéu gi c3. Giai thich véi chut.”

“Venus la hanh tinh ctia tinh yéu. N6 quyét
dinh bieu hien Taurus. Ngay mai la ngay khéong
the t6t hon. C6 vé nhu ngav mai cd hai dua
minh déu duoc viec day. Tuyet voi. To bat dau
non nong roi day. To sé danh dau tat ca nhing
ngay sao t6t vao nhat ky. Khong hiéu vi sao
minh lai phadi trdi qua moét tuan té hai nhu wra
roi, nhé ti dau tuan da xem horoscope thi dau

dén ndi nhu vay.”
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Lucy van c6 vé ngap ngung. “Té chac cé
nhiéu diéu hon thé”.

“V& van,” t6i néi. Téi da cdm thay t6t hon
nhiéu so véi nhitng ngay qua. “Luat Chiém tinh,
OK.”

C), Lucy cuoi. “OK.”

Ngay liuc doé clrta phong bat mo.

“Bira t6i xong rdi day,” me thong bao. “Chau
& lai an luén chir Lucy?”

“Vang a, cam on bac.”

“Me oi bon con an trén nay duoc khoéong?
Nhé, me?”

“Cuang duogc,” me noéi. “Vi cé Lucy & day nén
me sé mang lén cho. Nhung ma ngdi an & ban
va dung c6 lam roi vai day, nghe chua.”

Me quay xudng, tdi ding lén ra déong cua.
“Té mudn dien len ay. Me khong cho t6 lap
khoa clia, lai ctt thé ma vao chang them gé ctra
nita cht. Té chang c6 ti gi rieng tu cd. Nesta

duoc lap khoa, sao t6 lai khong co chu?”
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“Ta hiéu, t& cing vay,” Lucy noi. “Té xin 1ap
khoa bd me t& ciing ¢6 cho dau. Lam nhu bon
minh c6 chuyén gi ay. Ma chuyén gi mdéi duoc
cht? Gur. Nhiéu khi bd me ctt hay tudng tuong

Ay 2

qua da.

Vai phut sau me bung lén mét céi khay, trén
d6 c6 hai dia thit bam khoai tay ham. “Day,
mon yéu thich ctia con nhé Izzie.”

Toi nhan mat. “Me, me biét la con khong an
thit nita ma.”

Me dat cai khay xudng. “Oi xin con, Isobel.
Me khong chiu duoc con rdéi day.” Roi me quay
sang Lucy. “Con chau cé tay chay thit luon
khoéng Lucy?”

“O, khong a,” né ndi. “Chau thich mén nay
[A&m, cAm on bac nhiéu lam a.”

“Chau noéi chuyén véi c6 nang trai khoay nay
ho bac véi. Bai vi [zzie véu quy a, me chi lam cé
moi moén nay thoi. Con khong an thi nhin doi.”

Lucy lam mat ngé ngan sau khi me di xuéng.
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“Co nang trai khoay. Dung lo. Té sé an ca phan
cua cau.”

“Té sé an rau va khoai tay. Cau an thit.
Khong hiéu sao me khong cho té thé véi. Co
phai t& muodn td ra khac nguoi dau chua. Chi la
t& tin rang ngudi ta an thé nao thi la nguoi thé
nay thoi.”

“Uummm bo,” Lucy gid vo lam tiéng bo kéu.

“Do6 dé hoi,” t6i ndi, nhung toi cing phai bat
cudi. “Nao, gio thi ban xem chiing minh sé dién

gl ngay mai.”
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Rap Truong hoc

cua lzzie Foster

Téi den truong, that ron rang budc trén
duong,

Téi trong that boc, téi khong ngoc vi
toi di hoc.

Téi khéng muon lam ké thua cudc, ké
say mém nam dui & géc duong, ké
ban than mua ruou, mot con nghién
mat tuong lai

Gio téi co thé di moi noi, téi khong
choi voi,

Toi thong minh boi tu trong tim, toi
biet minh co khéi dau rat tot,

Téi san sang hanh trang, khong quay lung,
téi di Ién, toi chang can van hén,

Téi di hoc, bdi téi khong phai ké ngoc.
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Chuong 5

San sang hanh Jénq

Sang tinh day t6i thay nhu Giang sinh da dén
roi. Toi thay that phan khéi, hom nay la mot
ngay quan trong. Nhung dau tién phai an sang
cai da, td6i qua téi gan nhu khong an gi dam
bay gio doi 14. Dé khde manh ciing khé khan
ra phét bdi vi c6 moét thi ma toéi kha thich va do
[a thic an. Toéi da mo vé nd cd dém — mot cai
pizza pepperoni thuong hang, ga quay va banh
put-dinh nudc duong (du kho tiéu). Chep chep.

Toi xudng bép luc 1t xem coé tim thay gi bd
dudng khong. Va truéce khi kip nhan ra, téi da

quat hét ba lat banh mi trdng nuéng véi chudi
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nghién. It nhat thi chudi cting t6t cho stc khoe.
Phai mua mét it bAnh mi den & hdi cho madi
duoc, thé nao & d6 ciing co. Biét dau mua vé
lai gitip me hiéu ra cting nén. Trong khi cho doi
td6i bude phai théa hiép, mot lat banh mi nudng
nita, va cd mot miéng socola to nita.

An sang xong, 16i lai chiéu dai minh mot bdn
tAm day bot dac biet nita dé thu gian réi di thay
bd quan 4o ma t6i qua da chon vai Lucy — 4o
den day kéo, vay den siéu ngan, quan tat do
va mot cadl mu do. Thém mot chiat son dd nhat
nita la kha o6n.

Hy vong mac vay nay tréng méng minh
khong qua to, t6i vita mang bot wita nghi bung.
T6i kiem tra lai lan cudi trong guong va kha hai
long vi doi bot lam cho chan t6i trong cé vé dai
théem duoc mot chut.

Toi x4 4o khoac da vao va san sang lén
duong. Chuan bi di, Mark, vi em sap t6i day.

“Con dén Ally Pally day me,” t6i goi trén

duong xudng cau thang.
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“U, con véu, di vui nhé,” me tir trong nha di
ra. “Co tién chua con?”

“Co6 rdi me a, cam on me. Con con tién tiét
kiém ma.”

Thé rdi me trong thay t6i va thay déi han
thai do.

“Bo dang thé kia thi di dau?”

“Con bado me roi, con dén Ally Pally.” Cau
trdi me dung lam am léen béi vi t6i phai gap
Nesta va Lucy ngoai siéu thi Woolworths &
Muswell Hill lic mudi rudi.

“Lén nha thay d6 lai ngay.”

“Nhung tai sao?”

“Con khong duoc di dau trong bd d6 hé hang
nhu thé.”

“Nhung ma me...”

“Ngay bay gid, Izzie. Va chui ngay son ay di.
Méi ti tudi ma da boi son choe choée. Di thém
tat am vao nira, troi nay ma di cai doi day thi

om ngay bay gio.”
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Toi thé dai va quay trd 1en lau. Toi cdi tat va
vay ngan, thay vao do la céai vay dai den thuong
ngay. Thé nay thi me khéong con gi phan nan
nhé, vay cham cd dat co ma. Nhung trudc khi di
td1 van vo cai vay va cai quan tat dé cho vao tui.

“Puoc chua me?”

“D& hon réi day,” me cudi. “Vui nhé con.”

Dén Alexandra Palace, bon t6i diung tram tro
chiém nguong chan roéi méi vao. Hom nay la
mot trong nhitng ngay quang dang hiém hoi,
tir day c6 thé nhin thay thanh phé London dén
tan Docklands®.

“Cho nay tuyét that ay chi,” Nesta nhan xét
khi chung t6i di vao moét sanh tiép tan to dung,
mot nha kinh khong 16 tran guong véi nhiing cay
co lén nhat ma t6i ting duoc thay. Gitta sanh
l[a mot dan ddng ca dang hat cac bai hat Giang
sinh.

Lucy va Nesta dimng ngoai nghe hat cho toi

vao nha vé sinh thay lai d6 va danh lai son.
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“Wow!” Nesta thot len. “Trong hot qua nhe.”
Toi nhe rang cudi. “Da san sang hanh dong.

“San sang!” bon no ciing dong thanh.

Sanh chinh déng nghet nguoi. Dau tién bon
toi ghé chd quay Mr L dé cdm on bac 4y vé méay
cai vé. Mr L la biét danh ctia bd Lucy, va bac ay
chang lay dé lam phién.

“Chao lzzie. Trong chéau... an tuong day.”

“Cam on Mr L. Bon chau cam on bac vi may
cai vé ntta.”

“Co ai dau. Ma tinh hinh guitar thé nao r6i?”

“Tét a. Chau van miét mai luyén tap.”

B& Lucy dé téc dudi ngua trong nhu mot
ong hippy. Hoéi thap nién 70 bac ay ting tham
gia mot ban nhac, va dén gio thinh thoang van
con choi trong moét cau lac bd jazz & Crouch
End, ngoai ra con nhan day thém nta. Tuan
nao toéi cung dén hoc, bac ay that su giup toi

tien bo nhiéu.
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“Lucy bdo bac la chau chon theo ché d6 an
kieng dinh duéng ha?”

“Vang a.”

“Thé thi bac hy vong chau sé lam diung cach,
bdi vi c6 nhiéu ngudi ciing thay ddi cach an ay
ma an sai bét. Chau can an nhiéu dau, ngt coc,
nhtng tha do...”

Yurgh, t6i nghi bung, khong doi nao. Toi
ciing dang an dau, nhung khong chu ¥ nghe
l[Am vé ché do dinh dudng va cac san pham dau
nanh ma Mr L néi. Téi mudn di tim Mark.

“Bac c6 biét quay ban tinh dau & dau khong
a?” toi héi.

“Dang sau buc tuong kia kia,” Mr L tra loi.
“O day ho sip x&p thanh cum cting hop Iy dé
tim lam.”

“Thé thi hay qua, cdm on bac. Gap lai bac
sau nhé.”

Chung t6i di vé phia Mr L chi. Va téi phai
bdo ddm rang cd ba phdi cudi ndi vui vé dé

nhd Mark trong thay, anh ay sé thay toi dang
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rat tuoi tinh, va nhan ra rang t6i la mot nguoi
vui tinh thé nao.

“Ong vua anh minh Wencelas noi sao khi éng
av goi dén Pizza Hut va ngudi ta héi ong av
muon gi?” toi do.

“Gi?” Lucy hoi.

“Thi mdt cai pizza chit sao nta,” téi tra loi
va hat dau ra sau, theo cach téi cam thay rat
quyén ra va cudi.

Nesta va Lucy nhin t6i lom lom.

“Cau khong sao day chu Izzie?” Lucy hoi.

“U,” t6i noi va lai cudi sdng sac. “Rét vui ma.”

Lucy va Nesta nhin nhau lo lang. “No dién
roi,” Nesta noi.

“U, theo dung nghia ctia tr dién,” Lucy gat
dau.

Sap dén khu huong thom rdi t6i lai bdng thay
SQ.

“Néu nhu anh ay co tinh khong goi thi sao?
Anh ay khong muon gap lai t6?”
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“Oi, thoi nao,” Nesta noéi va day t6i toi trudc.
“Chi c6 mét cach dé biét.”

Chung t6i bat dau ngé nghiéng gian hang dau
tien. Ban hang la mot ngudi dan ong héi dau
chitng ndm muoi tudi. Gian hang tha hai thi
ctia hai phu ntt trung nién. O gian hang thir ba
la mot nguoi dan 6ng khac. Gian thir tu la hai
cd géi tre.

“Cau c6 nhd nhan hieu dau ma me Mark ban
khong? Lucy héi. “Hang nao & day ciing ¢c6 thé
la clia nha anh ay, va anh ay chua dén.”

“RKhong,” t6i than. “Va bat ky ai & day cling
c6 thé la bé hay me anh 4y nita.”

Bon t6i di doc 16i di va dém ducc dén mudi
hai quay, cai thi ban tinh dau, cai thi ban dau
tam, cai thi ban den dét, cai thi ban sach. Nhung
khong c6 dau hiéu nao ctia Mark ca.

“Co6 khi bon minh phai di hét hoi cho nay,”
Nesta thé dai. “Nhé hang ciia me anh ay lai &

ché khéac thi sao.”
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Toi nhin quanh. Hoéi cho nay rat lon, phai co
dén ba tram gian hang la it.

“Thé thi lau lam,” t6i noi. “Nay, sao bon minh
khong chia ra nhi? Néu ai thay thi goi dién,
khong thi hen nhau ché cai dong hd luc mot
gi& nhé.”

“OK,” Lucy dong v. “Xem lai ddng ho khép
chua nao.”

Chung t6i kiem tra lai déng ho.

“Rai, di thoi,” Nesta noi.

Vu nay khong coé trong ké hoach ctia t6i nhe.
Va bay gi¢r tinh huéng sé la anh ay bat gap toi
di lo vo rau 11 mot minh, lai con ngong tim anh
ay nita chu. Toi bat dau nghi co 16 minh khéng
nén dén day.

Toéi di tim nhung cting khéng cuéng lai duoc
viéc sa vao xem mua hang. Toan do tot. Toi
mua mot it banh mi den va hat ngtt coc, roi mot
day thach anh dé cho me. Téi quyét dinh tranh

tht deo né dén chiéu vi c6 ban hang bao toi
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rang nhing vién da co tac dung xoa diu hé than
kinh va khong so hai nita. Chinh la tht t6i can
[ic nay, vi cir moi khi dén gdéc quanh thi toi lai
hoi hop run cd ngudi. Téi ciing mua mot quyén
Phong Thiy dé ap dung ngay vao phong ngti
khi vé dén nha.

Toi vira nodi chuyén véi mot bac ve thude doéc
bua ngai thi dién thoai reng. Tim t6i rén lén.
Han Lucy hoac Nesta da trong thay Mark.

“Té dén chd dong hd day,” Nesta noi. “To
tim khdp moi noi rdi ma chang thay thii pham
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dau ca.”

Mung hut! Téi nhin dong hd. Mét tieng da
troi qua.

“Chang thay gi,” Lucy néi khi t6i dén chd
d6ng ho. “Bon minh di uéng socola néng di.”

Chung t6i dén quay gidi khat, t6i mua cho
mdi dlta modt ly socola dé cdm on nhimng c6
gang tim kiém cta chung no va goi cho minh
mot tach tra thao duoc.

“E,” Nesta nglii nglii tach ciia t6i roéi nhan

M



mat, “Lam sao ma cau udng duoc cai tht nay
nhi? Mui nhu mui nuéc do di.”

Toi hép mét ngum va phai thita nhan la no
néi dung, nhung téi nhat quyét gitt ving lap
truomg du thé nao di nira.

“Té khong nghi la anh ay sé dén,” téi noi.
“Hom nay Venus theo huong t6t thé 1a nhiéu
l[am roi.”

“Chua hét ngay ma,” Lucy an di. “Dung bd
cudc sém vay chit.”

“Khong,” Nesta néi. “Boé di. Té nghi khi cau
tir bd thi sé co agi do xay ra.”

“Cam on rat nhieu! Bé di, ding bo di...” toi
cudi. “Hai cau lam moét cap ba c6 khoé chiu duoc
day.”

“Hay chi tan hudng thoi,” Nesta ndi. “Quén
tat ve Mark di.”

“Té khong 6 nhiéu lua chon nhi.”

Chung t6i danh vai tiéng sau chi di loanh
quanh va thir d1 moi thit. Nesta duoc massage

dau kiéu An con t6i va Lucy thi duoc xoa bép
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toan than rat dé chiju, nhung Lucy lai ctt cuoi
khuic khich bdo la nhot qua. Nhung tuyét nhat
[a mot chiéc ghé, chi can ngdi len va no sé
cudn léen cudn xudng massage lung minh. That
[ tuyét, néu la mdt ngay nao khac thi han toi
da rat thich tha khi & hoi cho thé nay, nhung
hien gi¢ thi téi khong thé khong cdm thay that
vong. Mark khéong goi dién cho t6i, va cling
khong them t6i. Day la lan dau tién téi thich
mot anh chang, va téi tham chi khéong cé co hoi
tim hiéu va lam anh ta léa méat véi su lich thiep

tot dep ctia minh.
“Cé6 thé anh ay bj sao do,” t6i noi. “tai nan?”

“Hay chi la mét dita con trai nhu moi dita con
trai khac,” Nesta néi. “Khong dang tin. Quén
anh ta di.”

“Té phai ve som day,” Lucy noi. “Con phai
chuan bi cho budi t6i ntta.”

“Té cting thé,” Nesta nhan rang cuoi.

“Tai sao? Cau di dau?” toi hai.

“Di trong em bé.”
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“Trong em bé a? Tai sao?” t6i hoi. Toi biét
Nesta khéng can phai di lam them dé kiém tién
vi bd me no cho tién tiéu vat rat xong xénh ma.
Phai c6 Iy do gi khac.

“U, t¢ di trong em bé cho nha hang xom.”

“Va?” toi gang tiép.

“Va vo tinh anh Nathan con trai lon ctia ho
dang hoc dai hoc cing sé vé nghi cudi tuan.”

“Thé anh ta khoéng tu trong em ducc a?”
Lucy hai.

“Anh ay con di xem hoa nhac,” Nesta gidi
thich. “Dé 1a I¥ do vi sao t& nhan lam. Té mudn
gap truée khi anh ay di.”

“Tai sao? Cau thich anh ay?” Lucy hoi.

“Khoéng,” Nesta noi. “Nhung anh ay hoc &
mot truong & Scotland, mot anh chang lot mat
xanh té cing hoc & dé. Té dang hy vong Nathan
sé biét anh ay va gidi thiéu cho t6.”

“Oa, lan dau tien cau ké cho bon t& nghe day

nha,” t6i néi. “Anh nao khai mau?”
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“Hoang tit William,” Nesta tra loi.

“Hoang tix William!”

“U,” Nesta noi. “Tai sao khong? Phai nang
cao quan diem lén chi.”

“U, cau va Britney Spears,” t6i noi. “Khong
phdi c6 ay cing da tung e-mail cho hoang tu
mot lan sao?”

Nesta gat dau. “U, nhung t& nghi t& hop voi
kieu ctia anh ay hon.”

Du dang rat that vong vi khéong gap duoc
Mark nhung t6i van phai phi cudi. Néu co ai
d6 ma Nesta khong thiéu thi d6 chac chan la

su lieu linh.

Sau khi Lucy va Nesta di roi t6i tho than méot
minh tim vai méon qua Giang sinh cho chiing
no. Con phai giét them mot gir ddong hd nira
hoi cho méi dong ctra, thé la téi ¢ hinh xam
& méng & mat ca chan. Mot vong 14 tinh xao,

trong that su rat la thanh tu.
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“Hy vong me chau khong mang qua dit,” toi
noéi véi c6 dang vé nod lén.

“O, dimg lo. N6 chi gitt vai tuan thoi, réi sau
d6 néu chau mudn nita thi téi clta hang cia
bon cb6 & Kentish Town lam lai. Khéng thi chon
mau khac.”

“Tuyét,” téi ndi, va chot ndy ra mot y. Toi sé
mua cho Nesta va Lucy mdi dita mot mau nhan
dip Giang sinh. Bon né sé thich cho ma xem.

“Khong hieu sao ngudi ta c thich xdm vinh
vién trong khi c6 thé cé nhiing hinh nhu thé
nay,” co kia néi tiép, “Trong dep cé6 kem ai
dau, lai con thay dbi duoc nita. Néu la hinh x&m
vinh vién thi dau co lam vay duoc trir khi phai
dung laser x6a di vé lai, dau ma con dat nta.”

Sau khi xam xong t6i mua moét cai nhan chan
va vai thanh socola httu co & mdt cita hang
khac. Dén gio thi phan lon ngudi ban deu da
don hang va dam déng bat dau gidi tan.

Anh ay khong dén dau, téi nghi. Minh nén

vé thoi.
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Toi cdm thay chan nan va that vong. Téi thay
lai chiéc vay dai, ra khoi hoi cho, xuéng dbi va
di vé phia tram xe bus.

Tu cht lai xem nao, t6i tu bdo minh khi dang
ngdi trén xe. [zzie chang con la Izzie nita tu khi
gap Mark. Ma ndéi that thi t6i cting khéong con
nhé ré6 lam anh ay tréong ra sao. Toi bdi réi lo
l4ng chang vi céi gi cd. Toi sé sang tac mot bai
hat maéi. Suy nghi vé 16i nhac ludn lam téi cam
thay kha hon, va t6i sé nghi vé mot dé tai hoan
toan khong dinh dang ai hét dén bon con trai
va tinh yéu va trai tim rén ri. Hoi dau ky, 1op
bon t6i c6 hoc vé cac nudce thiéu an trén thé
gioi. Toi da bdo véi Lucy rang sé viét mot bai
hat cho chau Phi, va khi ngdi trén xe nghi vé
no, tir ngt cau chr bat dau kéo ra.

Khi xe dén bén, téi cdm thay minh da trd lai
gan vai minh luc trude. Toi sé hoan thanh bai
hat nay khi vé dén nha, sau dé thi xem mot
dia phim tinh cdm va an socola httu co. Tuyét

cil meo! Bon con trai u? Phi! Ai ma them chi?

Khéng them!
ﬁﬂ% 82 g}h



Pang trén duong vé, t6i dé ¥ thiy mot nhom
con trai dang di vé phia minh, ngudi nao ngudi
nay déu mac quan &o da bong lam lem. Toi
dinh bang qua duong dé tranh. Téi biét bon con
trai ma tu tap thanh bay thé nay sé nhu thé nao
khi thay mot daa con géi di mot minh, ma toi
thi hién chang c¢6 hing thu gi dé nghe tréu choc
cd, tham chi cad nhing 1oi tréu choc dé thuong.
Bong toi khung lai. Trong nhém d6 co6 Mark.

Toi nén lam gi day? Oi troi oi. Ho dang dén
gan. Toéi khong cuong lai duge. Téi van dung
bén nay duong chd xem anh ay sé lam gi.

May anh chang nay mé mai noi chuyén véi
nhau vé tran dau vira choi, va cu thé di. Toi
nhin thang vao Mark, ch® xem anh &y sé phan

ing lai ra sao.

Khéng thé tin duoc. Anh ta khong nhan ra

-~
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Toi di tiep va cdm thay chét lang. Anh ta
khong nhan ra t6i. Troi a. Toi khong thé che
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chay ngay vé phong clia minh ma trén di cho
rOi.

Nhung khi virta dén goc duong ré vé nha, toi
nghe co tiéng chan chay vé phia minh.

Toi voi va bude nhanh. Troi t6i rdi, va toi thi
tuyet vong chi muén vé nha cho mau. Toi giat
ban ngudi khi mot ban tay chot tém lay vai minh.

Toi quay phat lai va san sang dam da that luc.

D6 la Mark.

“Chao em,” anh ta néi. “Anh gap em & dau
d6 rdéi nhi.”

O dau do? Toi nghi bung. Anh ta tham chi
con khong biét minh la ai, kho chiu.

“O Lock, thtt Bay rdi,” t6i ndi.

“Xin 16i vi vu hdi nay tren duong,” Mark noi.
“Anh khong muon té ra la biét em vi may dua
ban anh sé hdi nhiéu lam, va, em biét sé thé
nao roi day...”

Toéi chang biét gi cd, nhung to6i bat dau xiéu

long. Anh ay tham chi con dep trai hon t6i da
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nhé, du cho anh ay c6 lam lem bun dat va toc
tai thi 16n x6n réi tung. Ddi mat van hép hon
véi hang long mi dai va muot.

Mark cuoi nguong nghiu. “Anh da htra sé goi
lai cho em dung khong? Vé budi hoi cho ay.”

“The a?” téi noi. “Em khong nhé.”

“U. Em da dua anh danh thiép ctia em, mot
tam rat dé thuong mau ngoc lam viét chit bac.”

Vay la anh ay c6 nho.

Anh ay luc trong tui va lay vi ra.

“Day nay. Anh van con gitt.”

“Anh c6 but khong?” t6i noi, ¢6 gang theo
cach kul nhéat c6 thé.

“Khoéng.”

“Khéng sao, em cé day,” t6i ndi va nhanh
chong khoang tim trong tui. Téi lay lai tam card
va viét nguéch ngoac s6 mdi ctia minh lén. “Em
ddi s6 réi. Em ¢é mav mai sau khi lam may
tam nay.”

“A, thé a,” anh av noéi va nhan lai tam card,
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cat vao vi. “Thé em c6 di khong? dén Ally
Pally ay?”

“Khong,” t6i noi doi. Vi téi khong mudn thu
nhan minh da danh cd moét ngay chi di loanh
quanh tim anh ay. “Thé anh c6 di khong?”

“Cing khong. Chi anh bdo sé di thay cho,
chi ay thich lam may vu d4 ma.” Anh ay ling
ting xoay x& rdéi cudi. “Nay, anh xin 16i vi da
khong goi cho em. Tuan nay that la dién qua.
Tuan sau anh sé goi cho em va bon minh cuing
di dau d6 nhé.”

Tim t6i nhdy tung tung. Anh ay that thua vi.
To6i nhun vai, t6i khong muodn to ra la qua dé
dai. “Vang, ciing c6 the.”

Via luc thi ban cia anh ay xuat hién & cudi
duong. “E, Mark, c6 di khong day?”

“Izzie, anh phai di day. Anh sé goi lai cho
em. Anh htta day.” Va r6i anh ay chay di mat.

Toi sttng ca nguoi. Anh ay con nhé ¢ tén toi.

Thé la horoscope cuia to6i da dung. Venus ding
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la da theo huéng tot that, du cho no lua chon
thoi gian hoi lau ti. Va Nesta cling dung nta.

Khi minh bd di thi c6 gi day lai bat dau.

Bai hat chau Phi

Cua lzzie Foster

Nhiing doi méi khé né, nhing vung dat
han rang
Nhing I6i hia giup d& mo ho c6
trong tam tay?

Nhing dira tre doi la nguoi tréen
tam thiép Giang sinh

Chang giup gi dugc the gidi dang
phat trien qua nhanh

Toi chi mong chau Phi sé co mua

Nhung nhing dam may déng to gap nhau
chang mang den dugc diéu chi
Chi cang Ia nhing ngay den toi khéng
hy vong yén binh o chau Phi
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Toi chi mong chau Phi sé co mua
Té6i chi mong chau Phi dugc cuon sach
kho dau.

Sing va bom, nudc mat lan bun
Nhiang chiéc xe sang trong dua nhau
qua vang mau
Nhung con mon ng vdi su tuyét vong

Co the lau sach nho ban nay?

Toi chi mong chau Phi sé co mua
Té6i chi mong chau Phi dugc cuon sach
kho dau.
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Chuong 6

Dua cha finh yeu

Tuyét. Toéi la nit hoang. Toéi da tham khao
tr vi va nd ndéi rang tuan nay cing sé khaéi dau
cham nhung dén tha Sau thi moi su lai dau vao
day. Venus ciing & mot vi tri rat dep chung t6
cudi tuan lang man. Tuyét! C6 vé nhu cudi tuan
Mark sé goi dién va toi sé gap anh ay vao thu
Bay hay Cht nhat.

Mot tuan hoc tréi qua nhu bay va khong phai
nom nop canh chimg dién thoai qua la mét su
gidi thoat. Anh ay da hua sé goi, va nhu Nesta
da noi, can cho ho thoi gian.

Tuy nhieén dén thi Sau thi cdm giac ct lai bat

dau quay lai.
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“Thé chinh x&c thi anh ta da noi gi véi cau?”
Lucy héi.

“La tuan sau anh ay sé goi lai cho t¢.”

“Do6 c6 thée la bat cir ngay nao cho téi Chu
nhat,” Nesta noi. “Thé thoi.”

Véi no thi thé, né chang thich ai déc biet c3,
va bat cir luc nao né vira mat ai thi nquoi do sé
goi lai cho no. Con Lucy thi dang phan khdi vi
cudc hen véi Tony dién ra kha tot va sé gap lai
anh ay t6i nay sau gi® hoc.

“Du anh ay van ci bao la t& con bé qua véi
anh ay,” né noi.

“Co lé bdi vi lao mudn so soang cau,” Nesta
noi. “Va biét rang t¢ sé giét lao ngay néu lao

A

dam lam nhu thé.
“Khong dau,” Lucy khang khang. “Anh ay
khong nhu thé dau ma.”
Nesta nhin t6i va nhuéng may. N6 ré rang
la khong tin, va t6i phai néi rang t6i chia sé su

au lo véi no.
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T6i thir Sau t6i ao vé nha va cho dién thoai.
Toi xem East Enders, r6i mot dia DVD nia
nhung dén chin ruai thi lai bat dau nghi dén viéc
Mark sé khong goi.

Toi goi sang Lucy nho no goi dén ca sd6 nha
l&n s6 di ddéng cuia t6i kiém tra xem co truc tréc
gl khong. Mot pht sau dién thoai dudi nha reng.

“Dién thoai nha van binh thuong,” Lucy noi.
“Gior t& thir s6 di dong.”

Mot gidy sau thi di dong clia téi d6 chuéng.
“Lai la Lucy day,” n6é noéi. “Co vé nhu ca hai
déu khong cé van dé gi ca dau. A, Izzie nay,
cau co thoi gian khong? Té can noi chuyén vai
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cau.

D6t nhien t6i nghi rang Mark co thé dang
thr goi cho t6i lic nay nén khéng mudn néi
chuyén lau.

“Cho duge khong Lucy?” t6i noi. “Co the
Mark dang thir goi cho t&.”

“OK.,” giong no co6 vé that vong. “Ngay mai

vay, nhung liuc khéng cé mat Nesta. OK?”
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Sau khi gac dién thoai t6i cdm thay ay nay
mot chut vi nhé ra co lé vira roi né da gap
Tony. Cé thé né mudén ndi vé viec do va khong
the cdi mé véi Nesta duoc vi Tony la anh trai
ctia Nesta. Toéi hy vong Lucy van 6n va ghi nhé
trong dau sé dén bu cho no vao ngay mai.

Tren TV chang c6 gi hay nita nén t6i lay
quyvén buia yéu mua & hoi cho ra va thit mot cai
xem co6 giup dién thoai reng hay khoéng.

“Buia khién mot chang trai phai long ban,” toi
doc. “Viét tén tinh yéu ctia ban lén mdét manh
gidy, rac duong len, dat xuéng dudi gbi va gdi
len do.”

Toi tim mot to giay mau tim, thé sé tot nhat
vi mau tim la mdt mau ma thuat. Xong toi viét
téen Mark trong mot trai tim roi xuéng bép tim
duong.

DPuong nau hay duong trang nhi? Téi hoi ban
khoan. Khéng biét c¢6 anh hudng agi khong nhi?
Cudi cung t6i chon loai mau nau va rac nhiéu

nhiéu nhiéu lén t& gidy ctia minh. May la me va
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duong Angus dang xem TV & phong bén canh
chit ho ma bat gap toi dang lam thé nay thi lai
nghi 16i bi dien, khéng khéo lai sép stia ang ang
cung nén.

Toéi mang bua cia minh lén phong va dat
xuong dudi goi. Nagay lap tuc dién thoai dé
chudong. That kinh ngac! Co tac dung roi! Toi
dam boé xudng nha.

“Co6 bo day khong?” giong cuia Claudia.

“Co,” t6i tra loi. “Em sé goi duong, nhung
dimg c6 noi lau qua day. Em dang chd mot cudce
dién thoai quan trong.”

T6i 1ang vang trén lau trong khi duong Angus
nghe dién thoai. Mudi phut lien! Co 16 Mark
da co goi cho t6i nhung Claudia lai xia vao lam
héong hét chuyén. Nhing gi chung ta that su
can trong ngdi nha ctia minh la dién thoai cho,
dé c6 thé noi néu nhu ai d6 ct ¢ xen vao khi
minh dang c6 dién thoai. Téi phai thém no vao
danh sach qua Gidng sinh, cung véi 6ng khoa

phong ngtl, mdéi duoc.
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Sau khi hai nguoi néi chuyén xong t6i quay
lai giuong dé doc sach nhung chéng thé nao tap
trung duoc vi dau 6c cit 1an quan véi nhiing diéu
co le. Co lé lan nay anh ay da dé mat s6 dien

thoai ctia t6i that réi. Co le, co e, cob 18, zzzzzz.

Toi ngu thiép di luc nao khoéng biét. Diéu tiép
theo toi biet da la sang tha Bay va dién thoai
clia t6i kéu am 1i.

Oi on trod, 16i reo tham va nhac dién thoai.

“lzzie, la Nesta day. Mark goi chua?”

“Chua,” toi tra loi. “Cau c6 nghi t& nén dén
Lock xem hom nay anh ay co lam viéc & do?”

“KHONG!” Nesta gao len. “Khong, khong,
khoéng. Sang nay Lucy va té da néi chuyén véi
nhau vé cau rat lau. Ca hai bon t& déu lo. Vi

ca cau sé ndi gi néu gap Mark & Lock?”
“Um, t& lai di mua qua Giang sinh.”
“Khong, Izzie. Té khong cho cau di dau. Lo

lieu qua. Cau co vé hoi nong rudt, ma néu bon
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con trai cé ghét ai thi d6 chinh la su vo vap. Noi
that, Izzie a, cau dang hoi mat binh tinh hay sao
ay. Cau sao vay? Thuong thuong cau la nguoi
noi may cai thir nay vaéi Lucy chit.”

“Ta biét. T hy vong néd véi anh cau van 6n.”

“Diing c6 c6 danh trong lang,” Nesta noi.
“Chting t¢ da noi chuyén vé cau va lam sao dé
cau khong dén Lock hom nay.”

“Oi thoi nao, Nesta, di véi to di. To da lam
thé cho cau ma.”

“Khoéong. Cau cu xtt mot cach khac thuong
moi khi gap Mark, luc nao cang ban khoan liéu
anh ta co goi dién hay khong. Cau khéng con
& minh ntta. Va néu nhu anh ta khong cé6 & do
nhu hdi tuan trude thi sao? Cau sé chi thay té
hon théi.”

“Thé bon minh nén lam gi bay gio?” téi hoi.
Toi biét tot hon hét la khong nén tranh luan
véi Quy-co-biet-tudt khi nang ta dang trong tam

trang nhu thé nay.
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“Lucy va t¢ dinh di Hampstead. Hen gap cau
& do nira tiéng nita nhé.”

“OK,” t6i dap. “Nhung t¢ khong di lau duoc
dau, t& con phai sang chd bo.”

Nesta va Lucy c6 hét stic lam toi vui lén
nhung t6i ci nghi hoai vé Mark.

“Anh ay sé khong goi. Té nghi minh da hoi
lanh lung luc gap lai anh &y thit Bay réi. Coé thé
anh ay nghi t& khong hung thu.”

“Thu gian di Izzie,” Nesta noéi. “Céau nghi
nhiéu qua day.”

Chung t6i dang ngdi trong mot quan café &
Hampstead High Street, Nesta va Lucy dang
udng cappuccino coOn tdi thi nham nhi moét tach
tra hoa cuc La Ma.

“Doi to thé la hét roi,” t6i noi. “Té sé khong
bao gid ¢6 ban trai. Té sé c6 don dén luc chét.
Va té c6 mong bu.”

Lucy cuoi. Chung téi thuong choi mét tro

choi maéi khi c6 mét dira trong bon than thé. Thi
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xem cudc doi ai té nhat. “A,” noé néi, “nhung t&
trong chi nhu mdéi mudi hai trong khi da muoi
bon.”

“Do a trudce khi cau cét toc,” Nesta noi. “Gid
thi da trong nhu mudi hai tudi rudi rdi...”

Lucy nhéo noé. “Thé van chua hét. B6 me t&
la moét doi hippy gia.”

“Té nghi bd me cau rat tuyét,” t6i noi. “Udc
gl ho la bé me cia t6. D6 la dieu tiép theo té
sé ghi vao danh sach. T¢ co6 ba me va é6ng bo
duong chan nhat thé gioi.”

“Dén luot t¢,” Nesta noi. “Té cao hon 1m7,
va tat ca bon con trai & day déu la nhimg chu
[tn.”

“Nhung d6 dau phai la van dé agi néu nhu cau
cudi hoang tr William? Anh &y cao ma.”

Khi Nesta vao nha vé sinh, Lucy bong nhin
tdi rat nghiém trong.

“Izzie, t& phai néi chuyén vai cau. Vé Tony.”

14 Sao? 22
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N6 co6 vé khong duoc thodi mai. “Uhm, cau
nhoé t& da noi agi vé viéc anh ay nghi t& con qua
bé v6i anh ay khong? Nesta noi dung.”

“Gi co? Anh ta mudn s& soang cau?”

Lucy gat dau. “Té khong biét phai lam sao
nita. Y t& la cho dén gio thi bon t& méi chi hon
nhau thoi, nhung t6i hdm qua anh ay bao mudn
di xa hon nta.”

“Oi troi of,” t6i noi. “Réi cau dinh lam sao?”

“Chéang biét. Té khéong mudn tién xa hon. Té
chua san sang. Nhung néu khong thi anh ay sé
da t& dé dén véi mot ngudi nao dd chiu mat.
Thé thi té 1am vi t¢ thich anh ay that. Nhung
khong thé lam nhu thé chi dé gitt mét chang
trai, dang khong?”

“D6 la van dé khi qua lai v&i nhiing anh chang
6n,” 161 ndi. “Déi tay thich di lang thang.”

“Té phai lam sao?”

“A, t& c6 cach nay,” t6i nodi, va Lucy trong

hy vong tran tré. “Cau c6 anh Tony khong?”
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“Cé6. Bon t& c6 chup chung méay kiéu.”

“OK. Cau hay doc than chu. Cat tdim hinh ra
roi bd phan co Tony vao t lanh, né sé lam anh
ayv ngudi bot di.”

Lucy cudi pha lén. “Xin cau day, nghiém tuc
ti di.”

Pung luc dé thi Nesta quay lai. “Coé chuyén
gl ma vui thé?”

“Co gi dau,” Lucy noi rdi im bat.

“Lucy dang ké cho t& nghe may trd ma bon
ché lam ay ma,” t6i danh trong lang.

“A, thé a,” Nesta noéi va ngdi xudng lai. “Té

dang néi gi vé t¢ va hoang t William ay nhi?”

Sau khi chia tay Lucy véi Nesta, tdi bat xe
dien ngam dén Chalk Farm, noi bo t6i dang
song véi vo maoi tén la Anna va bé Tom. Bé
Tom dang véu vé ciing. N6 méi cé ba tudi. Tai
thich dén nha bé vi & day thodi mai hon han &
nha me. Co6 lé bd phat ngan vai su sach sé thai

qua va may mon an clla me.
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B6 day tieng Anh & truong dai hoc va khap
nha dau cing cé nao sach nao bao nao tap chi.
bén day t6i thay nhu & nha minh, vi it ra thi noi
nay cling gidng moét chd dé & chir khéng phai
mot noi lai gitta bénh vién va khach san nhu
cho chung toi.

[tc bo don di t6i thay tim minh nhu vé ra. Luc
do6 toi maéi by tudi, va t6i da dan vat minh rat lau
rang doé 1a 16i cia t6i, téi da lam sai diéu gi do.

Mot ngay bd va me goi toi lai va gidi thich
rang doi khi ngudi ta van quy nhau nhung khéng
the cling séng vai nhau duoc nita, va do la diéu
dang xay ra v&i ho. Réi ca hai noi vai t6i rang
du c6 chuyén gi xay ra di chang ntia thi ca hai
van veéu toi va luén ludén nhu thé.

Toi cing cdm thay tot hon — cho dén khi
duong Angus chuyén dén khodng vai nam sau
d6. Dau tien téi khong thich 6ng ay chut nao
cd. Toi xin duoc chuyén dén séng cung bd,
nhung luc d6 bdé dang song trong mot can ho

rat bé va khong cé phong cho t6i.

o



Cudi cung, t6i quyét dinh rang chi c6 mot
cach doi xtt véi duong Angus, do la gia vo nhu
ong ay la ngqudi thué nha va phai to ra lich su,
nhung thé thoi khong co gi khac nita. Ong ta
c6 phdi bo t6i dau cha? Chi la mot nguoi thué
nha... ngl cung giudong véi me, nhung téi nhot
chat nhimg ¥ nghi d6 khong cho chui vao dau.

Khiép. Toi tham chi con khong mudn dén do.

Toi dang mong duoc dén nha bd va danh
budi chiéu cho nhitng bai hat clia minh.

“Hoi bira bon mot ti,” bo noéi khi mé cira, co
vé cai trén dau. “Bon bd dang son stra lai nha.”

“B6 dinh mau day toc day nay,” téi cudi khi
nhin thay nhimg vét trang trang trén mai toc
mau sam cua bo.

“Chao Izzie,” c6 Anna xuat hién sau lung bo.
“Chao con dén véi ngdi nha dién khiang.”

Nam nam truéc day khi ho gap nhau, Anna

[ sinh vién ctia b6 t6i. Mét sinh vien chin chan,
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bd bdo véi t6i nhu dé phong khi t6i nghi bé 1a
mot 6ng trau gia thich gam cé non. Nhung chin
chan hay khong thi c6 ay van tré hon bo dén
mudi hai tudi, miim mim va xinh dep cé mai téc
dai mau nau dé. Co ay va bo trong rat xung doi.
B& luon an mac dung kiéu gidng vien — quan
jeans va ao khoac da, nhiéu khi trong nhu vira
ngtl day, con c6 Anna thi trong van nhu mot
sinh vien hay mac do jeans va 4o phong thuing
thinh. Téi khong nhé la minh da timg thay co
ay mac vay vo gi ca.

Toi da lo lang vi méi lan dén tham thay bé i
th(i mot minh trong can ho nhd, thé nén khi
bo gap ¢6 Anna toi rat ming. Toéi mau chong
than thién véi co6 ay va thay co ay rat céi mo dé
tro chuyén. Khi hai ngudi quyét dinh két hon,
toi 1a nguoi dau tien chuc mimg, va tham mong
ho tim duoc mét can hé 16n hon dé t6i ¢6 thé
chuyén dén séng cung. Nhung khi hai ngudi
chuyén dén day thi bé Tom ra doi, va ré rang la

tdi hét cho, trir khi t6i chiu nam dudi san bép.
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Toi bude qua bao nhiéu la binh, roi hop son
nam lan loc day hanh lang va chui vao bép.
Lam an thé nao duoc ma doi hoan thanh bai
héat trong chiéu nay chit, chang hiéu t6i da nghi
gl nda.

“Izzie yéu...” bo noi.

“Gi ha bo?” toi dap. Toi biét cai giong nay
roi. B dang mudn ai do6.

“Dau tien 1a,” bd noi, "bd cd mdt quyén sach
cho con day.”

Toi cudi tham. Lai modt quyén sach nita sap
chui vao gam ti cta toéi. Bo ludn dua cho t6i
sach dé doc tir hdi t6i con bé xiu. Hoi sinh nhat
lan tht chin t6i nhan duoc quyén Chién tranh
va hoa binh. Téi khong nghi bé bat duoc song
teen bay gio dau.

B& lay mot quyén tr ké sach trong bép.
“Dorothy Parker. B6 nghi con sé thich.”

“Cam on bo,” t6i noi lay 1é.

Co6 Anna lai ddng tinh véi may quyén sach
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chan ngat bo dua toi. “Co nghi chac chan con
sé thich day.”

“OK, con sé doc,” tdi ndi.

R6i bd nhin t6i véi nu cudi ‘bd muon’. “Con
co san long giup bo mot viéc to 1on la dan Tom
di choi moét choc duoc khong? Bo va ¢c6 Anna
mudn son cho xong va tét nhat la khong co
Tom quan chan.”

“Duoc thoi, bd,” téi néi. Bé Tom lam cham
chay dén om lay chan to6i. “Khong thanh van
de.”

“Izzie, con dung la mét thién than,” c6 Anna
noi. “Co di lay 4o khoac cho em.”

“Cai gi? Ngay bay gio ay a?”

D6 la mot trong nhitng céi tai hai khi co dén
hai cap bé me, ban sé c6 gap hai lan viéc vat.

Toi dat Tom ra cong vien va ¢d gang du no
vao may cira hang & Primrose Hill. Téi tia thay
mot chiéc vay nhung den dep ky la tai mot trong
nhitng cta hang & do va ghi nhé trong dau sé

thém noé vao danh sach Giang sinh ciia minh.
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Tom kéo 4o téi. “Xich du,” ndé ndi va chi tay
vé cudi duong.

“Clra hang,” t6i noi va chi vé phia nhiing 6
clta sang den Giang sinh va chang day day kim
tuyén. Nhung chan nédi la thdng bé Tom chang
may may an tuong gi ca. Cang nhu phan l6n
nhiing ngudi dan 6ng khac, né khong ham mua
sam.

“Thoi duoc, xich du,” téi chiu thua.

Khi bon t6i dén khu vui choi thi & d6 co6 rat
nhiéu ba me véi con ctia ho va tat ca xich du
déu kin cho.

To6i ngdi trén bang ghé cong vien va tu hoi
lam sao trédng mot thang bé ba tudi t6t nhat day.
Vira luc d6 thi dién thoai reng. Téi vira dinh bat
may thi mét anh chang dimg ngay truéc mat
td6i. Anh dy nhin chiéc dién thoai trén tay, roi
nhin toi.

“Anh wirta goi em!” Mark noi.
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Mom téi ha héc. “Em khéng tin!”

“Anh cing thé. Anh dang goi cho em, rdi em
& ngay trudc mat anh. Dung la c6 so!”

Toi tat dien thoai. “Nguyén 1y ddng thoi,”
tOi noi.

“U, nhung no la céi gi?”

Toi phi cudi. “N6 la khi diéu gi anh dang
nghi dén xay ra, hay ai dai loai thé. Em doc rdi
nhung khong gidi gidi thich lam.”

“Em khong phdi phu thiy day chu?”

Toi nghi dén chiéc bua véeu dudi goi va mim

R Y

cudi. “Cung co the.

Sau doé chung t6i da cé moét khoang thoi gian
tuyéet voi. Co thé toéi khong phdi la phu thiy,
nhung chiéu héom doé that nhu co6 phép than.

Mark ctiing dang trong em géi giong nhu toi
trong bé Tom. Chung t6i cung choi xich du
va cau truct hang gio lien nhu nhiing dua tré.

Roi sau do bon téi choi vong quay. Mark that
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tuyet voi va biét da tha tro choi lam bé Tom
cuoi suot.

Chung téi khéng cé nhiéu thoi gian néi
chuyén riéng véi nhau, nhung khéong sao, toi
nghi vay, khi t6i ngdi trong Mark lan lon trén
bai ¢4 con Tom va em gai anh ay thi nhdy nhot
xung quanh. Chi can & bén canh Mark théi la
da tuyet voi lam roi.

Vai gi¢ sau dién thoai t6i lai reng.

“Moi ngudi tuéng con phai vé tir luc nao roi
chi,” b6 noi. “Con dang & dau thé?”

Toi cudi. Toi cod & dau dau. Toi dang & trén

may.
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Chuong 7

Nesta o mom

“Vay la cau da di choi véi Mark réi ha?” Lucy
hdi vao gi¢ gidi lao thir Hai sau.

“Khong han la thé, chua hdn,” t6i noéi. “Nhung
anh 4y néi sé goi dé sip x8p. Lan nay thi t& biét
anh ay sé goi vi luc d6 anh ay & ngay truéc mat
té, dang goi dién cho t&. Cac cau phai co6 mat
& do thi mai thay duoc. That la khong tudng.
Giong nhu la s6 phan vay. Va do cing la mot
ngay ma horoscope ctia t& bdo rat tot cho may
vu lang man.”

Nesta nghi ngd. “Lam sao cau biét Mark that

su da goi cho cau? Anh ta c6 the da trong thay
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cau trudce, roi cam thay co 16i nén noi rang dang
goi cho cau. Cau co tra loi dién thoai dau, phai
khong? Cau da goi dén 1471 dé kiém tra lai s6
goi dén chua?”

Toi lac dau. No lam sao vay? “Té khong lam
vay duoc vi sau do bo té goi, va do la s6 cudi
cung goi dén.”

Nesta dung la dia lam cut himg. T6i nghi né
dang ghen vi bay gio né khéong véu ai.

“Chieu tht Bay t¢ ciing ¢6 goi cho cau va
khong ai nhac may,” né noi

“Nhung do dau thanh van dé naa. Cau da
gap anh ay. D6 mai la chuyén chu,” Lucy voi
can thiép.

Qua muodn roi. Con duong trdi hoa hong
tdi dang di da bién thanh dam may den. Khi
chudng reo, t6i quay ngay lai l6p, té6i khong
muon noéi chuyén véi Nesta nita. No lam hong
hét moi thu.

“Izzie,” Nesta dudi theo. “Té xin 16i, t& khong

dinh...”
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“Cau va cai mom théi ctia cau ay,” Lucy bao

Nesta, “ctt lam no phién ra.”

Méi t6i sau gidr hoc t6i déu vé nha mot minh.
Toi cdm thay nhu con ngoc. That la té hai. Toi
khoéng con mat mii nao gap Lucy véi Nesta nhu
truéc duoc nta. Toéi phat dién lén véi Nesta,
ngay ca khi co thé no noi dung. Téi ciing khong
muon bon noé té ra tot bung va thuong cam véi
tdi. Toi khong biét phai nghi sao va mudn co
mot it thoi gian rieng minh dé sip xép lai cai
mo 16n x6n trong dau. Toi that su béi réi.

Méi t6i vé nha toi déu phai di ngang qua clra
hang pizza. T6i them ghé gém moét cai vd mong
nhiéu phd mai, t6i cling chang théem quan tam
néu noé c6 chay thang ludn xudng méng téi hay
khong nita. That khé dé séng khde trong nhitng
[ic nhu thé nay, khi tinh than khong t6t mot ti
nao. Téi bat dau nghi rang no la cai tha gi chi?

Toi la tht téi an sao? Mot cay rau diép héo? Xil
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Toi nao cing c6 vé qua dai, moi phat dai
nhu vo tan khi t6i ngdi trong phong clia minh,
ngong cho dién thoai reo. Nhung né khoéng
reo. To6i udc minh co s6 dién thoai cia Mark
de c6 thé chii ddéng goi, nhung t6i tham chi con
khong biet ho anh ay la gi.

Mot t6i, toi quyét dinh kéo minh ra khoi tam
trang do bang cach 16i sach Phong Thiy ra doc:
Médi can phong ducc chia thanh nhing phan
khac nhau, moéi phan nay tuong trung cho mot
phan trong cudc doi: su sang tao, su giau co,
kién thuc, gia dinh, ban bé, va cac maéi lién hé.
Mbi phan nam vao khodng tich cuc hay tiéu cuc
tuy thudc vao can phong quay vé huéng nao,
Dong, Tay, Nam, hay Bac.

Toi lay la ban ra va tinh toan. Biét sai chd
nao roi. Téi dat thung rac ngay & goc quan hé.
Chéng trach. Thé 1a t6i da wit rac vao cac méi
quan hé ctia minh. Chang trach ma Mark khéng
goi dien. Toi sap xép lai phong ciia minh theo

sach, bat dau tur phong tam.
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“Con lam céi quai gi thé?” duong Angus nhin
thay téi dang quy trong goc, ¢d gang dinh day
thach anh d® mua lam qua Giang sinh cho me
vao 6ng thoat nudc.

“Chang gi ca,” toi tra 1oi.

“Chéang gi cd sao,” duong naéi rdi van cir ding
chd clra ra vao. Duong nhin t6i nhu thé muén
noi dieu gi d6, nhung cudi cung chi nhun vai.
“Q, thoi, ty con.”

Toi khong dinh tén hoi gidi thich rang trong
phong tam, bén vé sinh ctia chung téi & goc
quan hé, nam trong viung tiéu cuc, thé nén
ching t6i moi doi hét nhitng moéi quan hé tot
dep di mat. Trong sach noi rang dat mot tinh
the vao do sé gitp dua nhitng nang luong tét
quay trd lai. Nhung duong Angus sé chang bao
gi®» hieu duoc diéu nay. Tat cd nhitng gi duong
av hiéu chi la tap chi Tai chinh va céac hop dong

bdo hiém ma thoi.

Mot t6i khac, sau no luc tim kiém tha gi d6

dé lam — hoéac la dé an — (me van chua hiéu
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duoc thong dieép mua nhing mon dé ¢é loi cho
suc khoe cta t6i) t6i da an lien mot luc nra goi
banh quy. Trudce khi kip an hét phan con lai, toi
quyét dinh dung thoi gian mot cach tich cuc hon
la di tap thé duc theo bang. Tén cudn bang la
Méng, dui, bung, hita hen cho chiing ta ca than
hinh hoan hdo chi trong bén tuan.

C6 dieu no khong néi voi minh rang la ngay
hém sau minh sé méi dir cd ngudi dén dd chang

thé nhtic nhich duoc.

Mot t6i khac toi. Va van chang co viéc gi dé
lam. To6i lam bai tap, va vi chang c6 ai hay ho
tren TV nén t6i luét qua quyén sach vé Dorothy
Parker bd dua. Ciing khéong dén ndi nao. Ba ay
& mot nha van song & New York khodng nhiing
nam 1920 va hinh nhu da c6é nhiitng khoang
thai gian toi té véi vai ngudi ban trai, nhung ba
ay da kiém soat duoc né mot cach kha vui. Ba
thuong gap g& nhing nha van khac bén chiéc

ban tron tai mdt noi goi la khach san Alonquin
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va han da 1a ho bo lan trén san véi nhing bai
tho va cham ngdn clia minh vé tinh véu sai lac
va gl gi do6. C6 vé nhu mdt khoang thaoi gian
kha hay ho va té6i nghi minh muén tré thanh
nguoi giong nhu ba ay khi lon len. Chuang téi co
mot chiéc ban tron & trong phong an dudi nha,
va Nesta, Lucy va t6i c6 thé tu tap nhu nhém
ba 4y da lam. O bia sach c6 moét tAm hinh tac
gid, n6é goi cho t6i mét v tudng.

Toi xudng bép lay kéo rdi chui vao phong
tAm, phong duy nhét trong nha ma téi c6 thé
khoa cua lai. Toc téi dai deu va chac trong sé
hay hon néu cat mot cai mai gidéng nhu cia
Dorothy Parker. Toi kéo mot it toc dang trudce
va cat. Tai chai lai xem sao. Trong cing duoc,
moi t6i hoi khong déu nhau. Thé la toi sta
di mot chut. Ui, nhidu chut qua rdi. Phai stta
lai. Ui. Uiii. Oi khong! Gio thi méi la khong
déu. Toi lai cat mot chut nira réi i lai nhin
minh trong guong. Toi phat khoc. Téi da lam

no thanh ra 1o6m chdém that kho coi. Toéi thi
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giau n6 xudng dudi nhitng phan toc dai hon
nhung khong duoc, kiéu gi né ciing van cu
chia ra ngoai.

Troi oi, t6i da lam gi thé nay? Nagu ngoc. Ngu
ngdc. Toi pha hong toc t6i réi. Gio thi toi da
hieu Lucy cdm thay thé nao héi bi cat héng toc
hoi dau hoc ky. Cai quai gi da am tdéi thé nay?
Gio thi t6i khong dam di ra ngoai nita. Phai mat
nhiéu tuan nita may ra né mai moc lai duoc nhu
cti. Do la 16i cia Mark. Néu anh ta goi dién thi
tat cd nhimg chuyén nay da khong xay ra. Doi
coHn ¢co thé nao té hon duoc nita khéong? Toi tap
the duc xong thi ngudi ngom méi dit, ¢ gang
lam mai nhuc nhac duoc, va gid thi trong v nhu
con dien. Tat ca la vi bon con trai. Toi bat dau
nghiém tic tu héi liéu c6é6 dang hay khong.

Va t6i dang c6 mot cuc mun to khong 16.
Ngay trén mui.

“lzzie, con dang lam gi trong day?” me goi
ngoai ctra. “Con ngu & trong day day ha?”

Chang con gi nita, truéce sau gi me ciing thay.

Toi mé clra va chd nghe mang. Téi khong quan

e



tam. Toi dang chan muoén chét day. Toi that
ngu ngoc.

“6i, [zzie,” me kéu lén. “Con lam gi vay?”

“Chi pha téc minh théi.” t6i néi. “Gid thi con
khong thé ra ngoai duoc nita réi.”

Me nhe nhang day t6i tré lai phong tAm va
nhin ky hon. “Con dinh thay d6i kiéu téc a?”

Toi gat dau dau khé. “Me khong dinh méng
con sao?”

Me lac dau. “Con c6 mudn me sta lai néd
khoéng?”

“Khong, con khéong nghi vay.”

Me kéo moét it toc phtl len mat t6i. “Me nghi
lam duoc day. Néu cat them it mai nita pha léen
thi sé khong trong thay dam téc ngan bén dudi.
Con muodn lam khong nao?”

Me van céat téc cho t6i héi téi con bé. Ba
ngoai timg la tho lam téc va me da hoc duoc
vai bai can ban, thé nén t6i biét co thé tin rang

me sé khong lam cho né té hon dau.
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“Vang,” roi t6i cho me xem anh Dorothy
Parker sau quyén sach. “Con dang thir cit mai
gidng co nay.”

“Dorothy Parker! Me cu tuédng bon con gai
tudi con mudn tréng gidng cai ¢o gi trong phim
Friends ay chu. Cai ¢co tén gi ay nhi?”

“Jennifer Aniston.”

“Nhung thé nay mai la Izzie cia me,” me
cudi. “Ludn ludbn khac biét.”

“Néu khong duoc thi Giang sinh nay me tang
con mot bd téc gida duoc khong?”

“Tat nhién réi,” me cudi to. “Nhung khong
dén ndi ay dau. Nao, lam uot toc mot ti cat sé
dé hon.”

To6i lam nhu me bdo, réi me can than kéo
théem it toc nita va bat dau cat. “Troéng lai dep
ngay 4y ma. Me sé tia mdt chut dé tréng nhe
nhang hon.”

“Sao cing duoc a,” tdi noi.

Me cat xong, chai lai roi dan t6i vao phong

me, lay may say toc say kho cho toi.
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“Con xem duoc chua?” toi hoi.

Me gat dau, toi lai truéec guong. That la
choang nha. Trong dep that ay chua, vira qua
vai, rat mo-den. Va néu toi hat ra sau thi sé
thanh nhiéu tang that dé thuong.

“Khong t6i chir ha,” me ¢6 vé cing rat hai
long véi minh.

“Me, me dung la thién tai,” t6i 6m cham lay
me.

Gid thi Mark chi can goi dién nira théi. Anh
av nhat dinh sé thich t6i hon véi kieu toc mai

nay.

Hoém sau & truong, Lucy va Nesta co vé boi
roi ve dieu gi do. Ma noi that, toi khong nghi
Nesta nhan thay téi cé toc mdéi cho dén khi
Lucy néi rang né thich kieu nay.

Nesta kéo t6i ngoai hanh lang vao gid an
trua. “Izzie, t& biét hom no t¢ da lam cau khong
vui, va t¢ nghi minh can néi chuyén véi nhau.

Them nuta la chuyén vé Lucy va Tony. Té6...”
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Pung luc ay thi Lucy dén va Nesta nin ludn.

Ro6i Nesta di mua nudc, va Lucy bat dau.

“lzzie, t& can noi chuyén véi cau.”

“Vé Tony a?”

“U. Ma khong. A ir. Vé Tony, nhung ciing ¢
vé cau nita. Dao nay t6 it gap duoc cau va...”

Ro6i no lai im bat khi Nesta quay trd lai.

“Co6 chuyén gi thé?” Nesta nhin bon téi nghi
ngo.

Réi dén luot t6i cam nhu hén. That tinh! Téi
dien mat. Gio ca hai dia chiung n6 déu hanh
dong la lung con téi thi mu tit chang hiéu daa
nay khéng néi véi dira kia chuyén gi va tai sao
lai thé. Toi khong hiéu van dé cia Lucy la ai
— it nhat n6 cung biét la Tony thich né. Tat ca
nhtng ai t6i biét vé Mark chi la anh 4y van chua
chiu goi va t6i khong biét minh véi anh ay dang
& dau.

Khi quay lai hoc vao budi chiéu, t6i trong thay

Lucy that dang thuong va khong biét lieu d6 co
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phai 16i ciia minh hay khong. Téi cho rang gan

day t6i c6 hoi thu minh lai. Thét la 16n xon.

Téi tha Sau vé nha, cudi cung thi dién thoai
tOi cling reng.

La Mark, la Mark, la Mark, téi lam bam cau
nguyén trudc khi nhan dién.

Nhung doé la Lucy.

“lIzzie, t& day,” no ndéi. “Cau cau Nesta sao
ctiing khong chiu néi chuyén véi t6.”

“Té dang noi chuyén véi cau day con gi. Con
Nesta... Chi la t& cdm thay mudén & moét minh
chat théi.”

“Té nhé cau lam day,” Lucy noéi. “Mark goi
chua?”

“Chua. Nhung t¢ khéng quan tam nia,” t6i
noi doi.

“Chac Mercury lai nghich hanh ha?”

“Khong. T xem roi. Nhé ra theo horoscope
thi day la tuan tét cia té, nd bao té sé duoc

nghe diéu gi do tir mot nguodi t& mudn.”
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“Té day, to day, la t& con agi nita. Té la ban
tdt ciia cau ma, dung khong?”

“U,” t6i ngap nglmng.

“Té rat tiec vi Mark chua goi cho cau,” Lucy
noi. “Nhung t& nghi cau dé né anh huéng dén
minh qua.”

“Khong. Dau c6 dau. Té hoan toan 6n day
chi.”

“Thé thi qua day chut di, bon minh ciing xem
phim hay gi do.”

“Rhong sang duoc dau, Lucy. Té mudn di
ngu sém.”

To6i nghe thay tieng Lucy thd dai & dau day
bén kia. “Cling duoc vay. Té sé goi cho Nesta
xem no c6 muodn sang khong.”

Toi lai thay hoi ay nay sau khi gac may. Mong
rang Lucy sé hiéu.

Toi chd cd déem. Nhung dién thoai van cu

im lim.
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Sang tha Bay t6i lai kiem tra tt vi, né ndi
rang hom nay la ngay t6t dé gap g&, thé nén toi
quyét dinh dén Lock xem c6 Mark & d6 khong,
toi phai lam cho ra nhé maéi duoc. Phai héi anh
ay xem tai sao tuan nay lai khéong goi dién cho
tdi va 6 that anh ay da goi dién cho t6i luc gap
nhau hdi tuan truse khong.

Nhung Mém Théi lai goi ngay khi t6i dinh
roi khdi nha.

“lzzie, t& xin 16i vé viec hém tha Hai,” né
noi. “Té khong chiu duoc cau cau té thé dau.
bén Hampstead di, ca Lucy va t& déu mudn
gap cau. Bon t¢ cho la cau can thu gian khéng
phai nghi vé Mark.”

“Khong duoc,” t6i trd 1oi. “Té ban rdi.”

Nesta im lang mét luc. “Té hy vong cau

khong dinh dén Lock.”
“Khong. Ma tai sao?”

“Bai vi cau khong duoc lam thé,” Nesta noi.
“Cau biét bon con trai khong thich bj san dudi
nang né. Ho khong thich bi can thiép dau, nhat

la Iuc con sém.”
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“Diéu gi khién cau nghi t& sé ép budc gi anh
ay?”

Nesta lai ngimg moét luc. “Dao nay cau hoi dé
xuc dong, ca vai to va Lucy.”

“Té khong the.”

“Thoi duoc. OK,” Nesta thé dai. “Nhung cau
khong giéng cau binh thudng nita. Coé thé cau
cho la t& khong hiéu nhung té hieu day, va té
co thé thdy rang Mark that su dnh huéng dén
cau. Tin t& di, Iz, viec cau dén Lock khong phai
A mot ¥ hay. Cau can ngudi bot truse khi gap
lai anh ta.”

“Puoc,” t6i noi.

“Puoc,” Nesta noi.

R6i t6i cup may. Toéi khong c¢é ¢ dinh nghe

o1 n6. Mat hung.

Toi dén Lock va cau mong hom nay Mark co
lam & day. Toi da nham di nham lai trong dau

rang la minh sé néi nhimg gi nhung Nesta lam
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tdi lo lang. Toi khong mudn lam “nang né”,
nhung t6i that su mudn biét minh dang dung &
dau. Hoi tuan rdi bon toi da rat vui. Toi khong
thé tudng tuong duoc. Oi, udc gi t6i lai co thé
nhu binh thudng.

Toi cam thay that su lo lang khi vao cho. Day
co phdi ¥ hay khong? Hay toi nén quay ve?

“Izzie!” Mark goi. Anh ay & trong quay va
trong thay toi dang len cau thang.

“O, chao anh,” t6i ¢6 géng noi cho that binh
thuong. “Em quén la anh lam viéc & day day.”

Anh ay nhin téi la la. “That a?” va co vé
buon.

Ca hai chung t6i cung diing nguong nghiu
nhin nhau. Tat cd nhing 1&i néi da chuan bi
can than déu da bd roi téi cd. Toi chang biét
noéi gi bay gio.

“A, em nén di...” cudi cung t6i noi thé day.

“O.” Mark c6 vé that vong. “Anh wvira nghi
gidi lao. Em khong & lai thém chut ntta duoc a.

Anh moi ca phé.”
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Toi cdm gidc nhu co6 ai d6 dang d6 bé tong
vao nao toi lam téi hoa da. Toi nhu bi xé ra vay.
T6i nén di hay nén & lai? Co thé anh ay sé gidi
thich. Co thé t6i se¢ duoc gidi dap nhimng thic
mac ctia minh. Du thé nao thi t6i cing mudn
biet anh ay noi gi.

“OK.” t6i tra 1oi,

Chung t6i xuéng lau va Mark mua hai coc
ca phé.

“Cho duong khong?” anh ay hai.

Toi lac dau. Co le day khong phai la luc thich
hop dé noi rang t6i khéng uéng ca phé. Anh ay
sé nghi t6i la dia ky cuc.

Chung t6i cing ngdi uéng nudc. That hanh
phuc va tha vi. Téi da quén mat nhimg thi nay
ngon lanh thé nao. Co lé t6i van thuc hién ché
do an khée manh ctia minh nhung thinh thoang
sé c6 nhimg ngoai lé, toi tu nha, rot cude thi
can bang mai la muc dich chinh co ma.

“Uhm, anh Mark nay...” t6i m& loi.
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“Gi?” anh ay cuoi.

“Lic anh bao sé goi cho em...”

“A, r. Anh cting dang dinh noi. Anh dinh goi
cho em rd6i ma dién thoai cia anh bi méat.”

D6t nhien Mark cé vé khong duoc thoai mai.
Toi da di qua xa chang? Nhung néu dién thoai
ctia anh 4y bi mat thi c6 thé gidi thich duoc.
Nhung ciing khéng han, con cé dién thoai khac
co ma. Toi quyét dinh tiép tuc. Téi khong mudn
trai qua thém mot tuan nia khac khoadi khong
biet lieu anh ay that tinh hay gion choi. Toi
chang c6 gi dé mét ca.

“Anh nhé lic minh gap nhau hém thi Bay va
anh bao la dang goi cho em khéng?”

“U,” anh &y cuoi va dit tay len trén tay toi
& tren ban. “That la ky la, nhi. Nguyén Iy déng
thoi, nhu em ndi.”

Mot cam giac ram ran dé chiu chay doc ngudi
toi. Toi suy tinh trong dau nén hadi thé nao dé

khoéng té ra rang té6i khong tin anh ay.
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“B6 em trd loi dien thoai a?” Mark hoi, cat
ngang dong suy nghi cta toi.

“Sao co? Bo em 4?7

“U, lac anh goi em day.”

Toi lai cang bdi 18i ton. “Y anh la sao?”

“Em nho¢ lic anh gap em khoéong? Anh vira
goi cho em thi em da & tru6c mat anh roi ay.”

“Vang. Nhung em chua bat dién thoai ma.”

“U. Nhung anh c6 goi vao di dong clia em
dau. Trén card cia em c6 hai s, anh goi theo
s6 dau tien va cé mot giong dan ong trd 16i.”

Chéc chan la anh ay da goi vé s6 nha. Va
duong Angus, chinh la duong Angus bat may.

“Sao anh khong goi vao s6 di dong clia em
ay? Day la anh goi vé nha em roi.”

“U, la b8 em day a? Nghe giong bac sang
nhi.”

“Khong,” toi tra loi. “Chéac la ngudi thué nha
nha em nhac may.”

“Du sao thi,” Mark néi va nghich nghich may
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ngédn tay t6i, “liuc dé6 em ciing & trudc mat anh.”

Bong nhién troi lai quang mua lai tanh va
khap noi lai ngap day hoa hong. Nesta noi
diing. N6 mdi la dia goi vao di ddng ctia 16i,
va chang tradch ma né bdo chang ai b4t may.
Nhung anh ay c6 goi that. Hurrah. Cudi cung
thi moi chuyén ciing 6n théa.

Luc vé nha téi ao vao bép tim duong Angus.
Duong ay dang ngdi udng tra véi me.

“Chao con, Izzie,” ca hai ngudi cung noi.

“Sao duong khoéong bao con la c6 ngudi goi
dén hoi hom thi Bay?” t6i hoi gay gat.

Duong Angus giat minh. “Sao co? Bao gio?
Con dang néi gi thée?”

“Duong khong nho a?” t6i noi. “N6 rat quan
trong day.”

Duong Angus bop bép dau. “Con bao khi
nao ay nhi?”

“Thua Bay tuan rdi,” t6i can biét Mark co noi
that hay khoéng.

“Duong khéng biét nita. Co ai dé lai tin nhan
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ma duong quén noi véi con a? Dé duong nghi
lai xem.”

“Co6 thé ho khéng dé lai tin nhin. Do 1a mot
chang trai. Giong con trai.”

Me va duong Angus nhin nhau vé nhu la
‘hiéu ro7’.

“A, hom day co6 dien thoai goi dén,” duong
Angus noi. “Nhung bén kia chang néi gi ca.
Duong nghi nguoi ta goi nham s6.”

Troi oi t6i muodn giét duong ay qua. “Nhé ra
duong phai ndi véi con!” téi hét léen.

“lzzie, khong duoc noi véi duong nhu thé.
Duong khong biét dé6 khong phai la goi nham
sO, nhat la khi ben kia khéong néi gi cd. Duong
con khong phai thay boi.”

Téi gidn dén mudn khoc. “Duong chang hiéu
gl ca. Duong chi pha héng moi thit.”

“Ngbi xudng an trua véi moi ngudi di, 1zzie,”
me nhe nhang néi. “Ké xem con ¢6 chuyén gi
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nao.
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“Me khong hiéu duoc dau,” téi rén ri. “Hon
nita, con chang thé an cai gi trong nha nay ca.
Khong ai quan tam dén con hét...”

Me sa sam. “Me phat 6m lén vi cai thai do ich
ky ctia con rdi day, Isobel. Con vé phong ngay.
Va dimng c6 xudng day chimng nao con chua biét
[6i cla minh.”

Toi chay vé phong va dong sam cita lai. Con
vé phong ngay. Do la tat ca nhiing gi toi duoc
nghe trong may ngay nay. Toéi khong lam duoc

dieu ai phai cd. Me. Con chiu thua.
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Bai_hat cho me

cua lzzie Foster

Me oi, con muon cho me biét,

Hay ngoi xuong va lang nghe con néi,

Khong, me diung di.

Moi sy da khac lam ke tir khi me bang
con gai,

Ap luc hém nay lam con quay cuéng.

Cudc song hoi hd hon, chung ta deu
dang trong cudc dua

Tang toc, tang toc den kiét sirc

Doi khi that qua suc chiu dung

Vay nén khi con ve nha va duong nhu
tuyét vong

Dung hoi co chuyén gi, cu dé mac con.

Con tot, con xau,

Me vui long, me phat dién.

Con yéu. con ghet,

Nhung chang bao gio 1a qua mugn

Cho mét Ioi xin loi.
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Con uong nganh vé ngudi dan éng cta me,

Hay tha thu cho con, vi con nhu vay

Nhung 6ng ay khong phai 1a bo con, su
that la nhu vay

Vang, con biet con thieu su khéo léo,

That dang mang cai y thic caa con, sy
ngu ngoc cla tudi tré.

Me Iluon bao phai noi ra su that.

Con chia sé vdi me ca 16i 1am va niem dau,

Va chi giau cua minh tai mot noi bi mat.

.. —_—
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Chuong 8

Con dién dién thoan

To6i khong tin duoc nhitng gi da xay ra.

Khi chia tay Mark vao tht Bay, ké hoach hoi
lay s6 dién thoai clia anh ay lai bay ra ngoai ctta
sO vi mot lan nita, anh lai htta sé goi cho t6i. Toi
bao anh ding goi vé nha vi me va ngudi thué
nha khéng chuyén tin nhan dau. Thé la Mark
bdo sé goi vao so di ddong cia toi. Don gidn vay
thoi.

Hoac do t6éi nghi thé.

T6i kiém tra horoscope tuan va né néi rang
tuan nay ctng sé khéi dau cham chap, nhung

dén tha Nam khi Pluto vuong goc véi Mars
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thi moi thi sé hang lén, gay ra moét vai 16n
x6n. Hah!

Toi tha Nam, me dua toéi dén nha Lucy hoc
dan v&i bo no. Me bao sé ngdi doc tap chi trong
bép cho trong luc té6i va Mr L ban réon & phong
khach. Chung t6i vira bat dau vai bai tap thi
dién thoai ctia t6i reng.

“Chau phai tat dien thoai khi hoc chu,” Mr
L noi.

“Cho chau nhéan cudc dién thoai nay nhé,
chi m6t cude nay thoi,” téi nai ni. Do ¢cé the la
Mark, va téi khong muén deé 16.

“Thoi duoc, chi cudc nay thoi. Réi bac mudn
chau tap trung vao hoc.”

“lzzie, la t& day,” giong Op Op clia Nesta vang
len. “To that su can noi chuyén vaéi cau.”

“Gio thi khéng duoc,” t6i noi. “Téd dang hoc
quitar. Dé néi sau di.”

Toi ciing cdm thay minh hoi qua dang voi

Nesta. N6 bi 6m ca tuan ma téi tham chi khéng
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them goi cho né. Va t6i biét né khong co ¢ ai
vé Mark ca, t6i biét minh no nd mot 16i xin 16i,
nhung t6i mudn dé luc khac. Khéng phai khi co
ca Mr L bén canh thé nay.

To6i dat dien thoai len ban dé c6 thé trong
thay.

“Tat di,” Mr L noi. “Tat dién thoai di con
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hoc.
“Ohhhh, nhat dinh chau phai lam thé sao?”
“Chéau phai lam thé. Bac biét may dia cé con
gai ma co6 dién thoai thi thé nao roi, bac con
phai day mét hoc sinh ntta sau chau nén khéng
mat thoi gian duoc dau.”
Bac ay noi rat cuong quyét nén toi danh mién
cudng tat dien thoai di va chu tam vao hoc.
“Kha hon roi day,” Mr L nhan xét vao cudi
gi hoc. “Thé chau c6é6 dem may bai hat cta
chau dén khong? Lan sau ta co thé phd nhac
ching.”

“O, co, khong,” téi lung tung.
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“O, cb, khong, la thé nao? Chau c6 dem hay
khong dem?”

Toi c6 mang chung theo nhung khong muén
dem ra. Ké tur khi bi moi ngudi cudi bai rap
truong hoc & trén lop.

“Chau c6 dem chiing theo,” t6i néi. “Nhung
khong muoén cho ai xem.”

“A, mot ngudi viet nhac lai khong mudn ai
nghe bai hat ctia minh sao?”

“Hom trude & trén lop chau da doc mot vai
cau trong mét bai va moi ngudi cudi.”

Mr L nhin téi an can. “Ludn khé khan khi
chau lam thu gi day doi hdi sang tao. Sé ludn
cé nhiing nguoi thich viéc chau lam, va ca
nhimg ngudi khong. Chau chac chan la khéng
muon nghe nhitmng loi chi trich. Nhung néu
muon thanh coéng, bac chac la chau muén cha
ai, thi chau phai san sang dén nhan nhing géop
¥ c6 tinh x4y dung. Dung cé so sét rut cd lai
nhu vay. Chi can than trong ai sé la ngudi dau

tien chau cho xem thanh qua ctia minh. Mot
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vai nguoi sé phan doi ché bai bdi vi ho ghen
titic, nhung nhiéu ngudi khac cé thé cho chau
nhiting nhan xét, tir dé chau hoc héi duoc thém
nhiéu dieu.”

“The, bac doc cho chau khi chau khong & day
duoc khong? Nhu thé chau sé khong trong thay
néu nhu bac cé khong thich chung.”

Mr L cudi. “Chéc réi. Dé no len cay dan
piano dang kia. Chau khong phai lo dau. Bac
chac chan sé thich.”

“Bac hira khéong cho ai khac xem nhé. Khong

cho anh Lal, Steve, cad Lucy ntta nhé. Chau

chua cho ai xem chuing dau. Bac hita nhé.”

“Bac hua.”

Khi di ra t6i thay me dang ngdi néi chuyén
v6i mot anh chang trong bép. Me nhin lén khi
chiing t6i di lai.

“Um, t6i noi chuyén véi anh mot lat duoc
khéng?” me hoéi Mr L.

“Puoc chit.”

“Noi chuyén rieng,” me nai roi di vao phong

khach véi bac ay. Co chuyén gi thé nhi?
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T6i nhin anh chang kia. Trong quen quen.
“Em c6 biét anh khong nhi?” t6i hoi.

Anh ta gat dau va cuoi. “Co, anh la Ben, gap
& dam cudi cia chi em.”

“Chi ke,” toi chinh.

Anh ay trong khong giong hom & dam cudi
chut nao, tréong dé thuong hon nhiéu, va con
mac déng phuc gidng nhu ctia cac anh Lucy.

“Anh hoc cung truong véi anh Lal va anh

Steve a?”
“U, thé anh mdi bidt vé 16p hoc nay.”
“Thé ho dau ca roi? Lucy, Lal va Steve ay?”
“Chac la ra cita hang réi.”
“Thé anh la hoc sinh tiép theo a?”

CCU’ 22

Luc dé thi me tréd ra. “Con xong chua?”

“Ai thé con?” me hdi khi chung t6i lai xe vé
nha.
“Ai dau ma,” toi tra loi. “La ngudi choi may

ban nhac kinh khiing hém dam cudi ay.”
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“A, me nhan ra cau ta roi. Em trai cia Jeremy.
Thang bé ay choi piano kha phét, con nhi.”

“Oi, nhung céi thi nhac anh &y choi thi that
l& v&r van hét stic. Con ngac nhién la anh 4y lai
chiu kho di hoc ntta day, vi anh ay ré rang la
khoéng cé tai nhac dang hoang.”

“Con dang néi agi vay?”

“Khong co agi a. Ma luc nay me véi Mr L noi
chuyén gi thé?”

Me gian gian gia giong t6i noi C), ctiing khong
cO @i a,” rdi cd hai chung téi cung pha lén cudi.

Vira vé dén nha thi t6i nhan ra ngay minh da
bd quén dién thoai trén ban nha Lucy. Va noé
dang tat.

“Con phai quay lai nha Lucy,” t6i ndi voi me.

“Con dé quén dién thoai & day roi.”

?

“Thieu né6 modt dem thi chét hay sao,” me
noi. “Con goi cho Lucy nhd né mai mang dén
truong cho la duoc ma.”

Toi di goi dien thoai cho Lucy va thay cé hai

tin nhan trong may tra loi tu dong.
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To6i nhan nut nghe.

“Chao, la Mark day, anh goi vao di dong ctia
em nhung em tat may, thé nén anh lai thit goi
vé nha. Nhung em ciing khéng ¢6 & nha, anh
lai thir goi vao di dong vay.”

“Oi khong, khong,” t6i rén 1.

Tin nhan thu hai la ctia duong Angus bdo me
rang duong ay sé lam viéc vé mudn. Oh troi a.
Gior khong tra 1471 tim s6 ctia Mark duoc vi
duong Angus da chen vao, lai nta.

Toi voi goi cho Lucy, giadi thich tinh hinh va
nhd né kiem tra xem c6 ai goi dén khong.

Mot phut sau né quay lai. “Chi ¢6 tin nhan
ciia Nesta nam phut trudc thoi.”

“Khongagaag. Mark noéi anh ay thir goi lai cho
td. Gio thi cing khoéng tra 1471 duoc nira vi
Nesta la s6 cudi cung. Cau hua trad 1oi cho té
néu co ai goi dén nhé.”

“Tat nhien roi,” no dap. “Ma cau goi cho

Nesta chua?”
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“Chua. Sao?”

“N6 mudn néi chuyén vai cau lam day,” Lucy
noi.

Oi, n6 chéc dang gian t6i ldm day, t6i nén goi
lai lam lanh véi no. Nhung dau tien thi phai di
lay dien thoai ve da.

Toi xudng phong khach chd me dang ngdi
udng mot codc ruou va xem TV.

“Me oi, me chd con lai nha Lucy dé con lay
dién thoai duoc khéng?”

“Izzie, tam gid roi day con.”

“Chi mat khoang hai muoi phut thoi ma. Me.”

Me thd dai. Thd dai chua bao gior la tot ca.
“Hom nay me phdi lam viéc cd ngay roi, sau
day thi dua con di hoc nhac, chd con, gid me
khoéng quay lai d6 ntta dau. Nha minh cling cé
dién thoai day thoi.”

“Thé con di xe bus vay.”

“Khong duoc, con khong duoc di mdt minh

vao gio nay.”
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“Thé thi con di taxi.”

“Izzie. Nhin me néi day. KHONG. Ma dua

nao goi dén may trd loi day?”
“Chang ai ca.”
“Thé né muon gi?”
“Chang gi ca,” toi tra 1oi.

Va lan nay thi chang ai cudi ca.

e



Chuong 9

Dinh luat Murphy

Thua Sau, & truong, moi tha rdi tinh lén.

Toi biét me dang dien len véi toi, chang ¢o ai
la cd. Nhung gio thi Lucy ciing thé.

“Cau goi cho Nesta chua?” né héi khi dua
dién thoai lai cho téi.

“Chua,” t6i noéi, “t¢ dinh goi roi... ma...”

“Ma cai gi?” Lucy gian die. “No6 da goi cho
cau nhiéu lan. Va né con dang khong duoc
khoe nita. Lan nay thi cau bién bach bang ai
day? Mercury lai nghich hanh nén céau khéng
the goi dién thoai u?”

Toi bat ngd. Khong giong Lucy. No gian di

va trong that la that vong.
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“Té sé goi cho né. Té hoi ban mot chat. That
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ra thi khéong phai Mercury ma la Pluto, n6 ...

“Noi t& nghe di,” Lucy noi, nglra mat 1én troi.
“Khoéng chi co Pluto dau. Ca cau naa ay, Izzie.
Nhitng ngay nay cau... nghiém trong hoa tat ca
moi thi. Va cau khoéng thé cit d6 16i cho may
ngoi sao d6. TG phat 6m vi viéc cau ci dung
may cai horoscope v& van ciia cau dé bién bach
cho moi thir nquoi ta lam, khéng lam hay nghi.
Cau biét khong? Khong con vui gi nita dau. Va
con phdét I cd té, va Nesta. Cau khong phai
[a dira duy nhat gap phai nhing rac réi, nhung
dao gan day thi toan la chuyén vé cau théi. Ca
Mark nita. Va anh ta c6 goi dién hay khong. Va
Mercury hay Venus...”

N6 cang thang trong nhu sép khéc dén noi.
No quay di nhung toi da dén trudéc mat va cam
tay no.

“Dung khoc, Lucy. Cau néi dung. T¢ xin 10i.
Té da that xau tinh, phai khong?”

“U. Dung la thé.”
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“Lucy, t& sé goi cho Nesta ngay bay gi¢,” t6i
noi va bam so goi Nesta. “Va t¢ sé lam lanh voi
no. Té hua to sé lam thé. Lucy. Lucy? Van la
ban nhé? Nhé.”

Lucy thé dai. “Tat nhién,” né néi. “Van la
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ban.

Via luc day thi c6 chudng vao 16p.

“Trua t& sé goi cho Nesta. T¢ sé lam thé.
Té hta.”

“Cau nén lam thé thi hon,” Lucy néi va dam
vao tay toi.

Nhung it nhat thi né cang da cuoi.

Toi d6 ve nha t6i suy nghi vé nhing dieu
Lucy néi. Toi biet noé dung. Trong may tuan
vira qua toi da lam roi mat minh & dau doé trén
duong. Va naoi that thi toi bat dau mét va chan
viéc cit ngdi cho dién thoai va i é tri tré nhu thé
nay. T6i lam moi thit ¢c6 thé dé gitt minh ban
ron. Toi don dep sach vé va dia nhac, t6i lam

hét bai tap, son mong tay, hap toc, viét thiép
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Giang sinh. Téi nhan ra la phai ngung viéc cho
doi Mark goi dién thoai, no that 16 bich. Toi
phai tré lai la chinh minh. Toéi da bé bé ban be.
Va t6i bat dau thay nho chung né.

Khi Lucy goi héi c6 mudén dén nha Nesta
khong, téi dap khong can do du.

“Gap cau ¢ do luc bay gid nhé.”

“Gio thi t¢& khong lay duoc ntta dau,” Nesta
noi vi Lucy va t6i ngdi xa né hét muic coé thé
nghe noi duoc. “Me bdo mai t& lai ¢ thé ra
ngoai roi. Hurrah.”

Lucy cudi, roi t6i ngdi phich xuéng san canh
cai ghé sofa chd Nesta dang nam nhu ntt hoang
Sheba, quan mot cai chan to dung va gitta mot
16 hop khan giay va Lemsips.

Budi trua t6i da goi cho Nesta nhu da hua
va truée khi no Kip noi gi, toi xin 16i vi da to ra
that xau tinh.

Chung t6i noi chuyén véi nhau ca tieng dong

ho va téi tham chi khong quan tam Mark co thé
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dang goi dén hay khong. Nesta rat dé thuong
va ndi rang no that tinh coi t6i la ban. Téi cam
thay that su gan gai voi nod. N6 néi no xin 16i
vi da lam t6i cut hing hém trong cong vién véi
Mark, va toi ndi t6i da to ra that khod chiu. No
d6ng ¥ ngay. Chung t6i pha ra cudi, va gid thi
chiing t6i lai nhu chang c6 chuyén gi xay ra.

“Cau sé xur Iy nhu thé nao ha Lucy?” t6i hoi.
“Néu Tony khong goi?”

“Dé thoi,” Nesta noi. “Té sé giam sat that
chat dé chic rang lao phai lam thé. T¢ bdo vai
Tony ngay tir dau la lao khong duoc d6i xit té
véi nd va lao biét tot nhat khong lam té dién
len.”

Lucy va t6i cudi. Ca hai bon téi deu biét Nesta
c6 thé nhu thé nao khi chuyén sang ché do Ba
chan. Luc ay thi dung nén day vao.

“Du sao thi,” to6i xudng san ngdi cung Lucy va
noi. “Té qua ngan bon con trai réi. Qua nhieu
rac roi. Len. Roi xuéng. Vui. Réi chan nan.

Té khong thé chiu them duoc nita. Truéce khi
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gap Mark t& vAn 6n, nhung dao nay thi nhu bi
dien ay.”

“Téi nay anh ta c6 goi khong?” Lucy hoi.

“Céau nghi sao?”

“Co6 thé?” Lucy noi.

“Khong dau,” t6i noi. “Da lam réi. Da réi.
Té khong biét anh ta dang choi tro gi nhung
t& khong mudn tham gia nita. Dau tién anh ta
bao c6 mot tuan dien khung, roi, tha Bay sau

thi bdo dién thoai bi mat...”

Mat Nesta tu dung dai ra.

“Sao?” t6i hdi. “Gi thée?”

“Khoéng.”

Toi biet no dang gidu gi day. Va Lucy ciling
biét vi tréong no ciing co vé lo lang.

“Nesta. No6i di.”

No lac dau. “Khong, that day, khéng co ai
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dau.
Chting t6i loay hoay nhin nhau vai phut.

“Nesta, néi cho t& nghe. To biét la cau biét
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gl d6. Néu cau khong nai thi to lai tudng tuong
dén dieu toi té nhat bay gio.”

“Nhu thé nao?” né hoi.

“0, chdng han nhu cau dang lén lut hen ho
véi Mark?”

No cuoi. “Khong, khong té dén thé. Véi ca
cau cuang biét t& khong lam may tro day.”

“Thé thi la gi?”

Cudi cung no6 danh néi. “Um, nhung phai
htra la cau khéng nghi choi t¢ nitta nhé.”

“Té hua,” t6i noi va dét nhién cam thay that
bat tien. “Nay, t¢ biét la vé sau nay té la dua
ban chang ra gi, nhung t& hita sé khéng thé, du
cau ké qi di chang nita.”

Toi phai biet. Khong co gi téi ghét hon la ¢co
ngudi up up mé& md bao biét dieu agi do, xong
roi nhat dinh khong chiu néi véi minh.

“A, la thi Bay tuan trude, nhé hom cau khong
den Hollywood Bowl véi bon t& khong?”

“Co,” 16i gat.
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“Bon t¢ thay Mark & d6.”

“Théat sao?”

“U. Anh ta & d6 véi mot dam ban nita.”

“Thé thi cting khong té 1am. Bon t¢ ciing da
hen ho hay gi dau.”

“U. Nhung anh ta con di dong.”

“Ha. Sao anh ta khéong noi la quén goi hay
sao do thoi? Sao lai phai dung chuyén la dién
thoai bi moc mat nita?”

“Bon con trai lam thé khi thay bi bat non,”
Lucy noi. “Tin to di, t& biét, t& c6 dén hai lao
anh co ma. Thay vi ndi su théat thi ho dung nén
mdt cau chuyén vé van nao dé dé khong co vé
té hon.”

“The thi,” t6i quyét dinh. “Khéng dinh dang
dén bon con trai ntta. Bat ké c6 dé thuong dén
dau.”

“Cho dén khi cau gap nguoi tiép theo cau
thich,” Nesta nai.

“Khéng,” toi tra 1oi. Lan nay toi noi that.

“Con trai c6 hai cho sic khoe.”

o



“C6 mot so citing duoc,” Nesta noi. “Ho do6i
xtt v&i minh cting tr t€. Nhung ban bé la trén
hét. Khong dang dé méat ban vi bat ky chang
trai nao hét.”

“Nhat tri. Bon con trai dén réi di. Nhung bon
minh sé ludon la ban, va luén & bén canh nhau,
ding khong? Cam két rang khong bao gior dé
con trai Xxen vao gitta bon minh nta nhé.”

“Yeah,” Nesta noi. “Va bon minh sé luén néi
cho nhau biét su that, du né c6 thé dau dén
thé nao.”

“Yeah,” Lucy néi. “Cam két. Néu ban ciing
khoéng tin duoc thi tin ai?”

T6i thay vui hon may tuan roi. Toi thay sang
khoai tr& lai. That tot khi duoc tréd vé bén ban
be. That thodi mai, chdng c6 gi réc 18i nita ca.

“Vi khong daa con trai nao hét,” toi noi.

Lucy va Nesta nhin nhau.

“Thé con vi ban be?” Nesta hoi.

“OK. Vi ban be.”

Téi t6i ve nha, me goi t6i vao phong khach.
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Me dang cudn ngudi trén ghé sofa doc mot
quvén sach day ndu &n cho ngudi &n chay va
duong Angus thi ngdi bén chiéc ban canh cira
s& xem anh trong album. Oi khong, toi kéu
tham. Lam on dung la chuyén may tam anh
dam cudi nita nhé. Toi dang mong madi duoc
tha thir va quén di.

“Me doc sach cong thuce an chay day lam gi?”
tdi hoéi, van dung & ngoai phong khi nhiing tam
anh kia la anh dam cudi va toi lai bi an don.

“Me chi xem vai cong thuc cho bita an dém
Giang sinh,” me trd loi. “Khéng thé dé con
chang an gi khac ngoai mam cay ducc. Qua
hach nuéng thi sao nhi?”

“Tuyét voi,” toi reo len. C6 chuyén gi thé?
Me khoéong co vé ai la tuc gian ca. Co lé do
khoéng phai album anh cudi chi Amelia.

“Con muon xem anh minh lam phu dau

khoéng Izzie?” duong Angus hoi.

T6i 18m 16t nhin me va nghi bung. O 6, thoi
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chét t6i roi. Nhung me tham chi con chang roi
mat khoi cuén sach.

Toi dén nhin qua vai duong Angus. “Wow!”
tdi thot len. “Trong tuyét that.”

Duong Angus quay lai cudi. “U. X 1y t6t day
chui, hir?”

“Vang a,” toi thd phao. “Qua tot di ay chua.”

Duong lam album anh den trang. Thé nén
trong sO it i nhitng tam anh cé mat toéi thi
trong té6i vAn hoan toan binh thuong. Chang
trach ma me vin ngdi tinh bo nhu thé. Anh
den trdng thi chang ai biét hém dé con géi dien
khuing ctla me co6 téc xanh ca.

“Luc nay con khoéong cé nha cé mot dia con
trai nao day goi,” me ndéi. “Tén la Mark. N6
bao sé goi lai.”

“Oi, khong,” t6i keu len. “Dinh luat Murphy.”

Me tréeu t6i. “Oi khong? Me tudng d6 la anh
chang lam con nhang ca lén hom truéc?”

Toi thé dai. “Thi dung la anh ay. Nhung con
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vira quyét dinh sé khong dinh dang gi dén bon
con trai nita.”
Me va duong Angus cudi.

“Me chiu thoi, khéong theo kip con nita, Izzie

a,” me noi.

“Con ciing thé,” t6i néi. “Con di ng day.”

Khi len cau thang, t6i chot nhé ra.

“Thé sau day co ai goi dén nita khong a?”

“Khong, khong co.”

Tuyeét! Toi goi lai 1471.

Toi ghi lai s6 dieén thoai do rdi len phong.
Cudi cung thi ciing duoc. Gio t6i c6 thé goi cho
anh ay néu muon.

Nhung t6i da khong dinh dang dén bon con

trai nita ma. Phai thé khong?
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Ben nhau
cua lzzie Foster

Nay cac cau, c6 biet rang bon con trai
chi dén roi di

Nhung ban be luon bén nhau mai mai

Nay cac cau. cir di theo cho nao am i
Ia y rang mgt dam con trai.

Ho hét da dam da da chua?

Nguoi thi boc mui, néi thi huénh ho-
ang?

Lii con trai ngu ngoc

Ca ta con trai chia nhau chi mot bo oc.

No boys!

Hey. cac co ban gai, do la su that, minh
khéng dinh phi hoai tuoi tré.

Ban be luon bén nhau mai mai.

Chung ta that xinh dep, chung ta that
thong minh

Dung hong vi la con trai ma xa cach.

Lii con trai ngu ngoc
Ca ta con trai chia nhau chi mot bo oc.
No boys!
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Chuong 10

Nu hon

“Té c6 hen roi,” sang hom sau t6i goi dién
thong bao cho Lucy. “Mét cudc hen han hoi,
véi Mark.”

Sau khi t6i & chd Nesta vé nam phut thi Mark
goi, thé la to6i khong phai ban khoan cé nén goi
lai cho anh ay hay khong.

“Téi nay t& sé gap anh ay. Dung gian t6.”

“Té khong gian cau,” né noéi. “Nhung to
tudng cau cat dut véi bon con trai roi.”

“T6 biet, to biet. Nhung mot ¢od géi cing co

the thay déi ¢ dinh chit.”
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Nhan néi vé chuyén thay déi v dinh, téi phai
tht hét may may bd do da tradi ra trén giuong.
Chéng céai nao duoc cd. Té6i mudn minh tréong
that tuyét, nhung cing khong mudn cé6 vé da
dau tu nhiéu qua.

Pén mudi hai gio thi t6i da bay hét moi thu
toi co len giuong, va sé phai gap Mark trong
vong mot tieng nta. Cau toéi voi!

“Dang don dep ha con?” me vao phong to6i
va dang nghién ctu déng l6n x6n khap noi
trong phong.

“Me,” t6i ndi. “Me khong gb cira.”

Me nhuéng mat nhin lén tran nha. “Cé bao
gio con bao gi dau?”

“Co, con c6. Con mudi bon tudi rdi.”

“Ma con dang lam gi thé nay?” me phdt 1o

-~

toi.

“Con dang c¢6 tim quan 4o, nhung chdng c6
gl dé mac ca.”

Me nhin hang déng quan ao ngdén ngdn trén
giuong. “Khong co gi dé méc u? Bao nhieu day

coOn gi.” Me cuoi. “Ma dip gi thé?”
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To6i nhun vai. Toi khong muén néi rang sap
di vdi Mark vi me sé& muon biét tum lum hét.
No la ai? N6 hoc trudong nao? Roi me sé lai moi

anh 4y dén nha dé kiém tra. Thoi, cam on.

“Con dén Hollywood Bowl,” t6i noi. Me
khoéong can biét toi sé di voi ai. Nhung me né
mot nu cudi kY cuc. Toi nghi me biét roi.

“Thé thi mac do jeans.”

“Nhung mac thé trong moéng con rat to.”

“Thé thi mac vay vay.”

“Con khong quyét dinh duoc,” toi thé dai va
nhin dong ho.

“PDuoc rdi, duoc rdéi. Me biét khi nao minh
khoéng duoc chao modi,” me noi va quay di. “Ma
[zzie nay?”

“Gi a?” Me oi, lam on, lam on ding héi nhiéu.

“Di vui nhé con,” me nhay mat.

Nhiéu khi t6i chdng hiéu néi b me nita.

Cudi cung t6i chdop dai mot cai do len gan
mau den, quan jeans den va mot cai ao khoac

nhua den. Den va huyén bi, chinh la téi.

e



Thoi tiét ngoai troi kha lanh nén téi mang
them khan quang va gang tay do, réi them mot
chut son méi, mot chut phan mat, xit them

nudc hoa Chanel No.19 ctia me va lén duong.

Toi dén North Finchley thi thay Mark dang
cho bén ngoai quan Café Original. Téi mung
minh da khoéng dién qua vi ngoai 4o khoéac thi
anh ay chi mac mot chiéc ao 16ng cliru mau xanh
sam, quan jeans va giay thé thao. Téi c6 13 ra
that tu tin khi tién vé phia anh ay nhung tim toi
lai dap nhu dién. Anh av trong that quyén ru.

Quyén ra va dang cho toi.

Quyén ri, dang chd téi va dang vay 1oi.

Toi vay lai ma nguc ci nhu that lai ay.

“Chao em,” anh ay noéi, nam lay tay téi va
dan téi vao quan. “Vao day uong gi cho am
nguoi lai nao.”

Khi chung t6i vao quan, buc xic clia may

tuan qua chay tan ra cd. Con nghia Iy agi nita
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dau? Toi trong thay may cd nang nhin theo
Mark khi chung t6i di mua d6 udéng va kiém
chdé ngoi.

Ha ha, t6i nghi tham, anh &y la cia ta. Anh
ay dang hen ho. Vi ta.

Chtng t6i budén véi nhau dit moi chuyén ca
nhiéu gi¢ lién. Hoéa ra anh ay séng & Primrose
Hill ngay gan nha bé. Anh ay cing di hoc & d6,
va tuyét voi hon ca, do la mét trong nam truong
duoc truong té6i moi dén bua tiéc disco cudi ky.
Anh ay muoi bay tudi va thudc cung Libra (cting
[a mot cung khi giong nhu téi, thé nén chung
tdi that suw hop nhau). Phim véu thich nhat cta
anh ay la Ma tran, American Pie va Gidc quan
thir sau (cing la phim véu thich nhat cia toi).
Anh ay c6 mot anh trai va mot em gai. Mon
anh ay hoc gidi nhat la Toan va Sinh hoc va sau
nay anh ay muon lam bac si.

Chung t6i vira goi hai cai banh x6p mut viét
quat (mén chieu dai cudi tuan ctia t6i) va chuan
bi danh chén thi dién thoai reng. Anh ay dut tay

vao tui va lay di dong ra.
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Sau khi goi dién xong, Mark quay sang cudi
véi toi. “Xin 16i nhé. Ban anh day ma, lat nta
anh c6 viéc gap no.”

Toi lay vé ngay tho nhat ctia minh. “Em tudng
anh bao dién thoai ctia anh bi mat?”

Anh &y lung tung va t6i thé anh ay con hoi do
mat nita. “A, ir. Hom qua bé anh cho cai méi.”

Chung t6i an banh x6p trong im lang roi anh
ay nhin vao mat to6i va né mot nu cudi. Réi anh
ayv nhin miéng t6i mot giay lat lam téi ran hét
ca Nguoi.

“Minh di dao mot chat trude khi vé nhe?”
anh ay dé nghi.

Dot nhién téi thay that boi réi. Day la lan hen
dau tien ctia bon t6i. Anh &y mudn hon t6i? Toi
moi hén hai dia con trai, va chang ai trong sé
do quan trong ca. Mét khi t6i con la mot dia
bé, va mot tén s& soang dang ghét hdi nam
ngodi. That kinh tdm, han ta nhét ca lusi vao
mom t6i. Tat ca nhimng ai tdéi nhé duoc la nhop

nhap va nhép nhap! Ban khong chiu duoc! Oe!
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Lan nay han sé 1a nu hén that su.

Toi ¢6 nhé lai nhing gi anh ctia Nesta da noi
ve vu hon hit nay. Tony tu coi minh la Bac thay
ve hon, va trude khi hen ho véi Lucy thi da dé
nghi chi cho té6i xem no thé nao. Toéi da pha
len cuoi, nhung gio thi lai uédc gi minh nhan loi
lic dy. Y t6i la, lam sao biét minh hon co giodi
hay khong? Téi ¢6 luc loi trong dau, dién cudng
nhd lai nhitng meo ctia Tony. Téi nén goi héi
Lucy va Nesta truse khi di. Biét rdi, toi sé goi
cho bon no.

“Vang, nghe hay day,” t6i noi. “Nhung em
phai vao nha vé sinh mét chiat. Khong lau dau.”

Toi chui vao phong vé sinh, chd cho dén khi
moi nguoi ra hét, roi bam s goi Lucy.

“Lucy,” t6i ndéi. “Té dang & vai Mark. Té phai
lam gi néu anh ay hon t&?”

Lucy cudi. “Durrh. Thi hén lai chu sao, ngoc.”

“Nhung thé nao?” t6i rén ri. “T¢ lo 1a minh
kém cdi vu nay lam, va anh ay sé khong muédn

gap lai t& ntra.”
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“Thodi mai di,” Lucy néi. “Ctt dé anh 4y dan
dat cau.”

“Thé néu nhu anh ay dua ludi vao moém té
thi sao? Té phai lam sao?”

“Cua lam nhing gi cau cdm thay tu nhién
thoi,” Lucy noi.

“Cam on cau,” t6i néi ma chang thay khén
ra ti ndo. Toi goi cho Nesta xin thém vy kién.

“Hoi thé sach sé thom tho,” no ndéi. “Rat
quan trong day. Ngoai ra thi ap luc cing phai
thay déi, nhe, rdi wvira, r6i manh, lua ngén tay
vao toc anh ay. Bon con trai thich thé.”

“Thé con lusi cta té thi sao?”

“Pua nod lén 16 miui ctia anh ay,” noé cudi.

“Gur, Nestal”

“Izzie, thodi mai di cau. Cau sé 6n thoi. Lat
nita nh& goi lai cho t&, ké chi tiét vao nhé.”

Cam on vi chang gi cd, Nesta, t6i l|dm bam
va cup may. Vi né hén hang ta con trai roi nén

moi nghi no budn cudi nhu thé.
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Toi luc trong tii, tim keo chewing gum va t6
lai son. Oh. Co phdi la ¥ hay khong nhi? Néu
Mark hon toi va son dinh hét ca vao anh ay?
C6 lé nén chui di? Oi Chua oi, phc tap qua di.
Nhé ra bon t6i nén duoc hoc vé may thit nhu
thé nay & truong thay vi nhitng thua linh ta linh
tinh ma bon t6i chang bao gi®» can téi nhu la &
may nudc xa lac xa lo la hoac la hua ngudoi ta

trong rau trong lua thé nao.

Toi chui bot son réi ra gap Mark. Uc! Anh
ay cing dang nhai chewing gum. Ro6 rang la c6
vu hén nhau réi. Téi day keo ra sau rang dée
anh ay khong thay la téi ciing dang nhai. Toi
khong muodn anh ay nghi minh dang trong doi
hay sao do.

Khi ra ngoai, chung téi tat qua xem ngoai
rap phim c6 gi thi trdi @6 mua lam hai dua
phai chay u ra tram xe bus. Chung t6i la nhiing
nguoi duy nhat & do, va toéi tu héi lieu anh ay co
dinh tién t6i hay khéong. Hay t6i nén chii déng?
Thé c6 ky cuc khéong? Téi run lay bay ma ciing

khong chéc do 1a tai lanh hay tai cang thang.
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Sau khoang hai phut dang dang, Mark budc
téi va quang tay om téi. Anh ay that hap dan,
that &m ap, ran chac va an toan.

“Lanh nhi,” anh ay noi. “Hay giup nhau am
[en nhé.”

Toi ciang nguoi. Tai rdi, t6i nghi tham.

Anh ay nghiéng mat vé phia t6i, t6i cing tién
vé phia anh 4y va mii chung t6i va vao nhau.

“Oi,” anh &y cudi. Réi anh 4y lai ngd t6i va
hon taoi.

Dau tien to6i soc, rdi tdéi cdm thay doi moi
mém trén moi minh, va tat cd nhimg ai to6i nghi
deéen la tay t6i phai lam sao bay gio? Lua tay vao
toc anh ay, t6i nhd lai 1oi khuyén ctia Nesta. Toi
cham vao sau dau anh ay nhung ngén tay toi
bi dinh luon. Gel. Téc anh ay dinh nhu keo ay.
Oi 6i. Va t6i vAn con keo gum trong moém. Uc.
Toi nudt nd mat roi.

Rai toi tu hoi Mark da lam gi véi keo ctia anh

ay. Anh ay cing khéng nhai nita.

Thé roi toi phéa ra cudi.
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“Em cudi agi vay?” Mark bat ngo.

“O, em vita nudt keo gum vao bung roi.”

Anh ay nhin t6i ranh manh. “Anh cting thé.”

R6i anh ay lai nhin mém t6i va t6i lai run hét
nguoi. D6 la cdm giac ky la nhat thé gidi, giong
nhu mot con dau, nhung ngot ngao va dé chiu.

“Dén day nao,” anh ay noi, va kéo toi lai gan,
dat tay t6i quanh eo minh. Réi anh ay lai hon
tdi. Mot nu hon that sau, mém mai dé chiu, va
lan nay thi mui bon to6i khong va vao nhau ntta.
That 1a hoan hdo. That hai hoa. Va t6i mudn
nhu thé nay mai mai.

“Em hoén that gidi,” anh ay noi sau vai phut.

“Cam on anh,” t6i néi, nhung trong bung thi
dang hét len Yippee!’ Toi that tu nhien! Roi
tdi lai hon anh ay. Thuc tap nhiéu sé nhuan
nhuyén hon. D6 sé la khau hieu méi ctia toi.

Chting t6i ding dé han la rat lau. Phai dén
ntta ta xe bus dén va di, va chung t6i van ding

6m nhau va hon nhau.
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“Nay! Co6 len hay khong day?” bac tai xé mé
clta Xe ra hoi.

“Em nén di thi hon,” t6i bdo Mark sau khi
xem dong ho.

“Anh sé goi cho em, lzzie Foster,” anh ay

cudi, roi di.

Nu hoén tuyét voi

cua lzzie Foster

Em trao cho anh nu hon tuyet voi tu
trai tim em

Du chuyén gi xay ra cing khéng thé
chia tach chung ta

Khoang cach gitta chung ta khong bao
gio la qua xa

Em san sang cudi trén ngéi sao choi de
den ché anh.

Trong mgt phat giay anh mat nhin trd
thanh mot nu hon
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Tu trong tim minh em biét, the gioi
cua em khong con nhu truoc
Em biet chac rang anh 13 ngudi doc nhat

Em tin anh, gitta muén van nguoi.

Boi vi em trao cho anh nu hon tuyet
voi tu trai tim em

Du chuyén gi xay ra cing khéng thé
chia tach chung ta

Khoang cach gitta chung ta khong bao
gio la qua xa

Em san sang cudi trén ngéi sao choi
de den ché anh.
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Chuong 11

Co chuq@n quén' g 'véjq?

Tuan cudi ctia hoc ky. Thay co6 gido thoai mai
hon, truong hoc duoc trang hoang mung Giang
sinh, c6 moét cay to & ngoai sanh, va ré rang la
moi ngudi déu cé tam trang tot.

Trux t6i. Toi la dda ban tien. Ui cha. Bip bom.
Xi!

O tiét hoc Anh van cudi ciing, thav Johnson
bdo chung t6i chon moét quuén sach véu thich
nhat trong nam ctia minh va chon ra mét cau
trich dan dé doc cho ca lép nghe.

Ca nita lép chon Harry Potter, mét vai dia
mang modt trong bd ba tdc pham ctia Philip

Pullman, va Mary O’Connor mang mét quyén
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sach tén la Angus, Thongs and Full-frontal
Snogging ctia Louise Rennison nao do. Do la
nhimg thui nhan ctia mot dia con gai mudi béon
tudi lam moi ngudi cudi bo (ké ca t6i, du tAm
trang t6i dang rat dién khung). Toéi mang sach
ctia Dorothy Parker vi gi t6i da doc hét réi.

“Izzie, con cau trich din ctia em,” thay
Johnson noi.

“Chi la moét cau ngan thoi a, ctia Dorothy
Parker.”

Thay Johnson nhuéng may. “Tét. Ngan van
t6t nhu thuong,” thay noi. “Doc di nao.”

“Co chuyén quai ai vay?” t6i doc.

Thay Johnson khung ngudi. “Sao em lai chon
cau do?”

“Vi em thay no hop a,” téi tra loi.

Thay Johnson c6 vé budn cudi. “Em that la
khac biét, Izzie.”

N6 théat su hop véi t6i ma. Bdi vi moi su co
vé thuan budm xudi gio va toéi nghi minh la N

hoang Au vém & Bac London. Mark noéi sé goi.
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Va 1t6i chic lan nay anh &y sé goi. Téi khdng
dinh la nhu thé. Sau tat cd nhirng man hon nhau
tuyet voi do lam sao anh ay khong goi cho duoc
chi?

Nhung anh ta da lam thé. Khong goi cho t6i.

Toi mudn goi dién thoai cho Mark ngay luc
& budi hen vé nha chi dé duoc nghe giong anh
av thoi, nhung t6i hdéi Nesta va Lucy thi ca hai
dira deu bao khong duoc. Toi phai cho anh ay
khéng gian.

“Nhung t& co s6 ctia anh ay rdi,” toi noi.

“Té da noi chuyén vai Tony vée vy nay,”
Nesta noi, “Lao ciing déng v véi t6. Hay dé
Mark goi cho cau.”

Tony? N6 noéi chuyén ctia t6i véi Tony?

“Nhung bon t¢ da hon nhau, va nhiéu thu
ntta. Chac chan bay gi muén lién lac véi nhau
thi phai duoc chi?” t6i lai goi cho Lucy.

“Khong han thé,” no néi. “Té dang doc quyén
Dan 6ng sao Hoa dan ba sao Kim. N6 néi rang

dan 6ng so su gan gti, cau khong duoc tao ap
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luc, néu khong thi ho sé tron vao mot cai hang
hay gi d6. Cau phai nghi ho nhu mét soi day
cao su ay. Dé ho gian ra that xa ho muén, rdi
bup, ho quay tré lai véi cau. Nesta cing dong v
véi 16. Dung goi.”

Khong thé tin duoc. Moi ngudi dang noi
chuyén véi nhau vé t6i. Biét dau ho da lam han
moOt website la:

www.ban_nghi Izzie nén_lam_gi tiép theo?.
com roi cling nén.

Chuyén riéng tu cua toi.

Co6 chuyén quai gi vay?

Ngay ngay tréi qua va van khong co dién
thoai, su cam db khi dang co trong tay s6 dién
thoai ctia anh ay that qua muc chiu dung.

Mot t6i no téi goi cho anh ay (nhung trudc
khi quay s6 t6i bAm them 141 dé anh 4y khong
biét la t6i, td6i khong ngu dén thé), nhung chi
gap may tra loi tu dong. Toi gac dién thoai.

Toi hom sau, téi lai goi nhung voi va cup
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trude khi ¢c6 ngudi nhac may. Co 1é Lucy va
Nesta néi dung. Toi phai kien nhan.

Kién nhan. Kién nhan. Kién nhan. Khong.

Toi hom sau ntta t6i lai goi. Lan nay Mark
nhac may. Toi hot hodng khi nghe giong anh
ay va dap ngav may. Anh av c6 & d6. Anh ay
c6 thé goi dien cho t6i. Anh 4y con phai lam
diéu gi quan trong hon sao?

Co6 thé tdi da noéi diéu gi lam Mark thay
phién. Téi luc loi lai trong dau minh timg cudc
déi thoai mot dé ¢d tim hieu xem cé chuyén gi
hay khong. Co phai vi toi da bat bé anh ay vé
chiéc dién thoai? Phai thé khéong nhi? Hay anh
ay khong thich téi nira? Hay bdi vi chung toi da
hén nhau, anh 4y da chinh phuc xong va chang
con thach thic gi nia?

Co the, 6i khong, co thé anh 4y da gap ngudi
nao khac.

T&i hom sau ntta, t6i nham di nham lai 16
rang timg cau minh du dinh sé noéi. Ranh mach,
vui vé, va tinh co.

Toi lai gap may tra loi tu dong.
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“O, chao...” t6i ndi. “La em day. Em chi tu
héi khong biét c6 chuyén agi khong?”

Toi gac may. Chi tu hdi khéng biét co chuyén
gl khong? Coé nghia quai gi chit? Chuyén gi xay
ra trén hanh tinh nay u? Anh 4y ciing c6 thé
nghi t6i dang ép anh dy, kiéu nhu la cé chuyén
gl Xay ra véi chung ta vay? Téi khéong cé v nhu
thé. Tai chi dinh té ra that thodi mai thoi, kieu
nhu la E, co6 chuyén gi vay, bd téo? Anh &y sé
nghi t6i l|a mot con dé hoi. Rbi t6i nhéd minh da
noi la “Em day.” Anh ay sé khong biét em la ai.

Thé la t6i lai goi lai.

“Trong truong hop anh dang tu hdi em la ai.
Em la Izzie.”

Oi troi ddt me oi. Bai dién van hay ho cta t6i
dau mat rdi? Toi gac may. Gio thi hién nhien
anh ay sé cho t6i la dita ham ho. Qué ham ho.
Oi, sao anh &y khong goi lai cho t6i chu? Co

chuyén gi vai toi thé nay?
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Vao tiét Ton gido ngay thir Sau, bon toi lai
gap co6 Hartley td6i nghiép. Day la ngay cudi
cung truéce khi nghi lé Giang sinh va moi nguoi
déu quéa khich hon binh thuong.

Gid thi t6i nghi c6 ay ngan bon t6i lam rdi va
san sang tung chiéu budc bon toi phai im mom.
Hoac c6 ay da nghi thé.

“Nao, ca l6p, vai tuan trude chung ta da thao
luan véi nhau ve Chua va ton giao. Hom nay ¢o
nghi ching ta nén thuc hanh mot chut dé thay
doi khong khi. Chiing ta sé cting cau nguyén va
thien dinh mac tuéng.”

Hay, dung thu téi can. Tha gi do tran tinh
duoc tam tri toi va tat cd nhitng giong noi trong
dau dang lam téi phat dien. Goi. Khong goi.
Goi. Khoéng goi.

“Dau tién cac em c6 hai muoi phut dé ghi ra
mot 1oi cau nguyvén,” ¢d noi. “Khong phai lo la
sé phai doc to no lén, chi la loi udc clia riéng

cac em thoi.”
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Tét, t6i nghi bung. Toéi ¢6 vai dieu mudn noi

véi Chua day. Toi lay giay va bat dau viét.

Chua véu quy

Con biét ngudi dang rét ban lam hang
triéu thk, nhu cdc hanh tinh dang quay
tit, gitt chung cadn bang va tédt cd, nhung
ngudi c¢é thé lam on danh cho con mét 14t

thdéi duoc khéng a?

Nhung ma, ngudi théng sudt moi thi nén
cd 1& ngudi cling biét con dinh ndi gi
réi. ThéE thl ¢bd 18 con cling khéng nén
lam mat thdi gian cla ngudi.

Nhung ngudi bat t co ma, thé la ngudi
cd tédt cd thdi gian trén thé gidi nay.
Chla oi, rac réi qua di mit.

DAu sao di nfta, ngudi cd thé...? Tat
nhién 1a ngudi c¢é thé rdi, ngudi cd
quyén luc t8i thuong ntta ma. C& 1& con
khéng nén hoi xin gi ca. Gl ma ngudi cha
biét. Ngudi cho con biét nén ciu nguyén
gl duoc khéng b&i vi nhiéu khi con clng

chang biét nita.

T4i but. Ngudi c¢bd thé vui long khié&n

Mark goi dién cho con duoc khdng, hoac
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la lam con dung c¢é dién nhu dao gan day
nta.

Tai but. Lam on dung cho méng con 14n

thém ntta. Con nghi ndé qua dua réi.

Tai but. H8y cho thé gidi hda binh

va mol nguol duoc hanh phuc, khdng con

chién tranh.

DS 14 néu duoc va khéng trd ngai céc

k& hoach ctia ngudi. Amen.

Yéu quy, Izzie Foster.

Sau hai muoi phut, c6 Hartley lai néi.

“Nhu vay, chiing ta duoc goi la con ngudi ton
tai, nhung ching ta ton tai luc nao? Chung ta
lubn la con ngudi hanh déng, ludén phai lam cai
nay hay cai khac. Ching ta chua bao gio nging
lai dé chi tén tai ma théi.”

Toi thich nghe may thit thé nay. Con nguoi
ton tai. Hay nhi.

“Dau sao di ntta thi cau nguyén cing duoc
coi la noi chuyén voi Chua,” co ndi tiép, “va

thien dinh mac tudng la lang nghe. Ta tim mot
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noi binh yén bén trong mdi ngudi, va dé thinh
lang lén tieng. Tudng tuong tam tri chung ta
cling giong nhu mot dai duong, bén trén bé
mat la nhing dot séng suy nghi, dat dao am ao.
Nhung néu cac em xudng sau hon, sau hon, rat
sau dudi day bién, cac em sé thiy vd cung tinh
mich bat ké bén trén dang cé ai xay ra. Ciing
giéng nhu vay vai tam tri — suy nghi, cam xuc,
tat cd on ao & bén trén, nhung néu xudéng sau
hon, thi chi con su tinh lang.”

Tuyét vai. That xau ho vi bon t6i da gay kho
dé cho c6 Hartley nhu thé. Co ay noi that nhiéu
dieu hay ho. Téi muén thir lien lap tuc.

“Nhittng phuong phap khac nhau cé tac dung
khac nhau véi moi nguoi. Co6 muodn tat cd that
thodi mai, nham mat lai va tap trung. Mot s

ngudi thdy néu cé tht gi do dé tap trung vao

thi sé dé dang hon, nhu mo6t mantra chang han.
Co ai biet d6 la gi khong?”
Toi gio tay. “Do la moét tu, thua co.”

“Dung roi, Izzie, va tit théng dung nhat la
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‘Om’. Nhitng agi em lam la nghi vé tir ‘Om’, lap
di lap lai no trong dau. Réi, bat dau nao. Nham
mét. Dé tam tri that tinh tai. Va thién.”

Téi lam nhu ¢d bdo va ¢d gdng dé tam tri
minh trong rong.

Y nghi tht nhat: Tam tri minh tréng réng.

Y nghi thu hai: Khong thé nao. Minh vira
nghi mét v nghi dé thoi.

Ba: Y nghi nao?

Bon: Cai trong rong day. Néu that su trong
rong thi phai khéong nghi gi ca.

Nam: OK. Th lai.

Sau: Minh sé giét Nesta vi da ké cho Tony
nghe chuyén ctia minh.

Bay: Tai sao Mark khéong goi dién?

Tam: Minh that la con ngdc. Nhé ra khong

nén goi cho anh av.

Chin: Nhung tai sao con géi lai khong thé goi

cho con trai?

Mudi: Cai ndy chdng gitip ai duoc cd. OK. Im
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lang nao. Thir mantra. Om. Om. Om. Om. Om.
Om. Up. Up. Xi. Xi. Ngtta qua.

Mudi mot: Co6 bao nhiéu ngudi trong dau
minh nhi? Minh nghi minh sé bj dién mat. Om,

o111, oImmMmimimiImnimiImnITnImn.

Muoi hai: Minh sé ti hi xem Nesta va Lucy
dang lam gi.

T6i hé mot mat va nhin quanh 16p.

Phan lon dang ngdi vén lang, mat nham
nghién. Candice Carter trong nhu dang ngu vi
dau né cir guc gac ra trudce, ti nita thoi thi no

dap dau xudéng ban cho xem.

Tai liec sang Lucy. N6 ciing dang mat nham

mat mé. Bon t6i nhin thay nhau va cudi.
Rbi co dira nao & cudi 16p bay tro.
“Op 0p.” Pua nao day gia tiéng éch.
“Cuc cu.” bua khéac lam chim.
“Meo meo.” Toi lam meo.
“Um bo.” La Lucy.
Ca lop déu gop moi dira mot tieng thu cho

déen khi l6p thanh ra nhu mot cai trang trai.
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“Cac em, cac em!” c6 Hartley la léen. “Lam
tro gi vay?”

Con bon t6i thi cuoi bo ca ra ban.

Tat ca bon to6i déu bi phat & lai truong dén
chiéu. Bi phat cam tuc trong ngay cudi cung ctia
hoc ky. That 1a khén khé khén nan. Nhung t6i
lai cdm thay kha hon déi chut. Co lé cau nguyén
va thién dinh mac tudng ciing co ich that.

Ma ciing ¢6 thé do mot tran cudi nita.

Trong gi® phat cam tuc, ¢6 Hartley bat ching
toi chép lai cac bai thanh ca.

“Bay gio co sé xudng phong gido vien & dudi
kia,” c6 ay noéi. “Néu ai noéi chuyén thi sé bi
phat thém mudi lam phut nia.”

Chung t6i ai cting viet duoc vai dong, roi toi
chan qua, thé la toi viet mot bai hat vé bon con
trai khong chiu goi dién thoai. Roi t6i ndy ra
mot ¥. Co Hartley bdo néu co ai ndéi thi ching
tdi sé bi them mudi lam phut nita. Nhung ¢co ay

c6 nhac gi dén hat ho dau.
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Rot cudce thi day cung la Gidng sinh ma. Thé
la toi bat giong hat mot bai thanh ca va moi

nguoi nhanh chong tham gia.

“We three kings of Orient are,
One in a taxi, one in a car
One on his scooter

Tooting his hooter,

Following yonder star.”

Cudi cung thi hoc kg da két thuc. Chuc mimg
Giang sinh!

— ” II'
Cat dirt lién lac

cua lzzie Foster

Ban nghi minh sé ra ngoai toi nay
nhung ban van & nha,

Ban tho dai, khoc loc va tu hoi sao dién
thoai oi khong reng vay.
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Ban biet anh ta cing dang choi dién ta
nhu moi tén con trai khac ma thoi,

Nhung ban khéng quan tam dau biet
rang anh ta doi xir véi minh nhu
mét thu do choi.

Anh ta néi sé & bén ban bat cu khi nao
ban can,

Nhung vdi co gai nao anh ta cing noi
nhu vay ca.

Anh ta khong quan tam ban dang tuyet
vong va nudc mat tran mi.

Ban tho dai, khoc loc va tu hoi tai sao
anh ta chi toan néi doi.

Théi dimng lién lac, tat dién thoai di, hay
séng va ban sé khong co don.

Tin vao minh truoc chu khong ai khac,
ban nhan ra minh da truong thanh.

Vay cat lién lac, tat dién thoai di, hay
“ séng va ban sé khong co don.
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Chuong 12

I—I-e_n’lh p]ﬂflc an uénq

Sang hom sau, me day sém va trang hoang
cay Giang sinh theo kiéu hoan hdo quen
thudc cia me. Mau trang va mau bac, nhiing
qua chau duoc sap xép & vi tri nhat dinh, va
nhing day kim tuyén tao nén nhitng vong tron
khong ché vao dau duoc quanh cic canh cay.
Ca mot su déi lap véi cai cay nha Lucy. O nha
ho tréong nhu c6 ngudi lay hdép béng mau va
day kim tuyén hat vao cai cay vay. Nhung du
sao cing phai cong nhan cay thong clia me
trong dep, lich su, trang nha, rat Homes and

Gardens.
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“Con mudn giup me mot tay khong?” me
héi.

“Khong,” t6i ndéi va ngdi phich xuéng ghé.
Toi ¢6 kinh nghiem réi. Me da muong tuong
rat chi tiét trong dau la trong né sé ra sao va
ra sao, va toi thi toan dat ngdi sao hay treo gi
d6 vao sai cho.

“C6 chuyén gi thé, Izzie?” me dat day kim
tuyén xudng, ra ngodi trén chiéc ghé sofa doi
dién t6i va hoi.

“Khong co gi,” toi tra loi.

C), lai thé a,” me mim cudi. “Khoéng c6 ai
ciing ludén lam budn chan thé nhi.”

“Chi la, con khong biét nita, két thuc hoc ky,
roi moi thu...”

“Thuong luc két thuc hoc kg con suéng nhu
dién ay chu.”

“Vang, nhung ma... con chang biét...”

Me ngdi nhin t6i lo lang. “Me that su mong
con ké véi me, lzzie a. Biét dau me gitp gi

duoc.”
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Theéi, téi nghi bung. Chang ai gitip duoc t6i
dau.

“Con chi cam thay con nghi mot dang roi
lai di lam mot néo. Nhu con ¢6 gang an uéng
tot cho sic khée nhung réi lai quyét dinh minh
ciing c6 thé duoc hudng nhitng ngoai lé. Rbi
con nhan ra minh ¢6 nhiéu ngoai 1& gap may
lAn s& d6 dinh duéng da an. Con chdng lam
duoc gi dung ca. Con vd vong roi.”

“Con cung chi la con nguoi théi ma, 1z,”
me noi. “Nhung khéng phai chi co thé, phai
khong?”

To6i nhun vai.

“Co6 phai la anh chang goi dién dén khong?”
me hoi.

“Phai la anh chang khong goi dién dén thi
dung hon. Con chang biét con c6 lam gi sai
khoéng nita.”

“C6 thé 1a chang gi sai cd. Con trai c6 thé la

nhing sinh vat ky la. Goi minh khi minh chang
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trong doi gi nhung khi minh nhu vay thi lai
chéng.”

“Me ndéi cho con nghe di,” t6i néi. “Nhé ra
phdi co lop day may tha nhu trong cuén Dan
ong sao Hoéa dan ba sao Kim mdai phai. Dang
nay bon con phai hoc bao nhiéu thit & truong
nhung c6 cai nao gitp ich gi duoc dau. Chang
ich gi voi cude song thuc té ca.”

“Me biét,” me noéi. “Me nhé hdi & tudi con,
hay la lon hon mét chut, cting vira biét thich
bon con trai. Ca mon Van, Toan, tiéng Latin
déu chang gitp ich duoc may khi minh thich
mot ai do.”

“Dung thé day, me. Chang ai day phai cu xit
thé nao, hanh dong ra sao ca. Phai lam thé nao
néu anh ay goi dién, hoac la khong goi dién?
Hinh nhu con lam sai hét tat ca.”

Me cudi. “Truong clla me cing thé. Do la
mot truomg dong rat nghiem khic. It nhat thi
bay gio cac con ciung duoc gido duc gidi tinh.

Chtt me nhé héi me khodng mudi sau tudi, bon
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me duoc goi vao gap me bé trén dé nghe gidi
thich vé kinh nguyét. ‘N6 xdy ra v&i moi ngudi,
ke cd Duc me Déng trinh,” ba 4y néi thé nhu
the né lam cho bon me thay t6t hon duoc vay.”

Toi cudi. That kho tuéng tuong me minh
cung da tung la mét teen ngay tho vay, me
lubn c6 vé chac chan vé ban than.

“Mot lan khac nita,” me ké tiép, “bon me lai
phai di gap me bé trén. Lan nay thi la nhing
l6i day vé cac budi tiec. ‘Néu cac con dén mot
budi tiec,” ba ay day, ‘va den dot nhien tat hét,
thi cac con hay dung vao trong goc va hét hét
sitcc minh, Téi la nguoi Thién chua gidol” ©

“Thé thi gidi quyét duoc gi co chui?” t6i cudi.

“Chinh xac!” me noi. “Céac nit tu co céi kieu
bdo vé danh tiéng that la budn cudi. Thé co
khac nao bao véi bon con trai trong phong
la, E, cac anh, cac nu tu dang & trong goc
phong nhé. Réi ba av day bon me la duoc

phép ngdi len dui con trai nhung chi khi c6
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quvéen sach dayv bang quvén danh ba dién
thoai dat & gita.”

Toi ngdi cudi khiic khich. “Khé than me.”

Ngay lic d6 thi chuéng ctta reng. “Dé me,”
me Cuoi.

Me quay lai lien sau do véi mot thi tréong nhu
mot cai thung do 16n.

Lai la thic an ngon lanh cho Giang sinh roi,
to6i nghi bung. Lam sao téi cudng lai duoc day?

“Vao bép nao con,” me noi.

To6i theo me vao va hy vong me khéng cho
t6i mot bai la an nhing gi duoc dua cho ntia.

“Ta-da!” me ho léen va lay ra moét hop pizza.
“Xem me co gl day.”

Me dang hanh dong kha la lung. Me t6i lam
sao vay?

“Nhin nay, pizza hitu co day nhé.” Me nai roi
lan luot lay nhitng mon d6 trong hop ra ban.
“Muesli day, con thich khéong nao? Trimg ga

nudi tha tu nhién nita nhé. Con day la gao ltc.
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Banh mi den. Banh thit bo bam khéng c6 mé.
Cac nguyén liéu cho moéon qua hach nuéng déem
Giang sinh nhé. Nhung tuyét nhat la day nav,
kem lam ttr socola hitu co, khong thém chat bao
quan. Lay thia ra an thit xem.”

T6i nhin vao thing. Me cting mua nhiéu trai
cay tuoi va rau ntta. “Thich qual”

“Me biét. Me khong biét la lai ¢ nhiéu thuc
pham httu co hay ho dén thé. Theoi clia me may
d6 co loi cho suc khde ddng nghia véi vo i,
chan pheo. Nhung gio¢ thi clta hang nao ciing cé
ban chung ca, va trong ciing ngon mat lam. Sau
budi néi chuyén nho nhd véi bac Lovering...”

“A... Ra hom d6 la chuyen nay?”

Me gat dau va ngdi xudng ban bép. “Me da
rat lo 1&ng vé con, Izzie a, va cai kiéu &n uéng ky
cuc ctia con ntta. Bac Lovering cho me vai meo
nhdé. Co6 18 ciing da dén lic me thay doi thoi
quen an udng luon. Con noi dung. Me thuong
chon nhiing mén an nhanh tién loi, tién thi an
chit khéng can nhac ki 1dm. Ké tur gi nha ta

sé an thuc pham c6 loi cho stc khoe.”
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Toi chay dén 6m me that chat. “Con cam
on me.”

“Khong cé gi,” me cudi va ciing 6m t6i. “Tuy
nhién ching ta van c6 thé tim cach can bang
sao cho vui ca lang. Chung ta c6 rau qua tuoi
rat t6t cho stic khée, nhung van c6 thé thinh
thoang tu dai minh nhiing ngoai 1&.”

“Tuyét voi,” téi néi. “Thé mon kem ma me

noi dau roi?”
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Chuong 13

Chiéu t6i hom do, téi dén chd Nesta. Chung
t6i da hen dén ngid chung véi nhau va cung
chon xem sé méc gi trong budi da hoi t6i mai.

To6i dinh khéng di nhung chua néi véi bon né.

Khi téi dén thi Lucy da dén roi. Trong no that
ruc r&, vay ngan den va 4o ngan mau tia nhat
tu lam. N6 con trang diém ntta. Hoi nhiéu cé
gang cho mot t6i thé nay, téi nghi bung, nhung
tat nhién véi Lucy thi con hon thé nida. Hom
nay no sé dén ngu trong cung ngdi nha véi ban
trai cia n6. Mmm. Sé thu vi day.

B6 va me ctia Nesta chuan bi di xem hoa
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nhac va ghé ngang qua chtic bon t6i ngll ngon
trude khi di.

“Co6 chan goi sach trong phong cho chau va
Lucy nhé,” me Nesta noi. “Hai dia can ai cu

bdo Nesta né tim cho.”

“Cam on bac a.”

Bac ay trong that tuyét trong bd ao va quan
nhung. Me clia Nesta trong that quyén ra.

“Dung thuic khuya qua nhé,” bo Nesta dén
sau lung vo. Bac ay la nguoi Italia va rat dep
trai, nhu tai tr dién anh vay. Bo me dep thé
chang trach ma Nesta lai hdp dan dén vav.

Ho vira di khoi, Nesta lien gao len. “Trinh
dién thoi trang, trinh dién thoi trang. Me cho té
modt cai vay mai, dé cho cac cau xem.”

Noi roi nd bién mat va quay lai lien sau vai
phut, mac mot cai vay lua ngan mau kem dinh
sequin quanh c6. Mic vay nay trong né that
khong tuéng, chan dai dén nach, that la may

man.
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“Qua ruc ro,” toi nhan xét. “Con giay?”

“Chua biét nita,” Nesta noi va cam lén hai
doi. “Doi den budc day hay doéi mau bac? Cau
c6 nghi no hoi giéng dd mua he qua khong?”

“Khong, rat hop véi cai vay day chua,” Lucy
noi. “Vai ca dén lic bon minh nhdy nhot thi ai
con biet day la dau nita. Con Iz thi dinh mac gi?”

“To khong di dau,” téi dap.

Nesta va Lucy hoang.

“La sao? Tai sao khoéong di?” Nesta hoi.

Téi nhin vai. “Chéng ¢6 hing.”

“Nhung t& tudng Mark néi cting sé di ma?”
Lucy nai.

“Anh ta c6. Nhung anh ta chdng goi moi di
chung hay gi ca, con té thi khong muon lai nhay
sam vao anh ta roi lai phai trdi qua may cai tha
linh tinh dé nta. Té nhan ra toan la t& chti ddng
thoi. Khong, néu mudn gap té thi anh ta phai
co gang.”

“Dung day,” Nesta noi. “Nhung t& chéng

thay v do nao dé cau bd tiéc chi vi anh ta ca.”
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“Cau phai di, Iz,” Lucy ndéi. “Té nghi cau
mudn xem King Noz choi. Cau c6 thé & Mark
di néu anh ta ciing & d6. Va con bon t& & do
nita ma, t& va Nesta.”

Toi luong lu. “Ma, t¢ cting chd cé gi mac ca.
Cau dinh mac gi Lucy?”

“Té lam vai moéon dac biét,” né ndi. Lucy la
mot phu thiy that su trén may may. N6 da lam
cho t6i va Nesta moi dira mot chiéc ao va ca
hai déeu rat tuyéet voi, trong rat chuyén nghiép.
“Mai cac cau sé thay — bi mat.”

“Di di ma, Izzie,” Nesta nai ni. “Khoéng c6 cau
thi con ra sao ntta, voi ca cau con nhé bon minh
da noi khéong dé cho mot dira con trai nao chen
vao gitta bon minh khéng?”

To6i con nhé. Va né néi dung. Tai lai dang de
chuyén d6 chi phdi minh. Chay vong quanh, co
gang dam sam vao anh ta theo kiéu tai nan c6
chit dich chang c6 tac dung gi. Ngdi mon mai
che dien thoai ciing thé. Co thé viéc cat dut lien
lac va trén di nay ciing chidng di dén dau ca. Oi

sao khong the don gidn thoi? Réi t6i nghi, tai
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sao minh lai d¢ Mark lam héng ky Giang sinh
cia minh? Vay anh ta da khong goi. Téi phéat
ngan cai chuyén dé anh ta chi phéi tam trang
ctia minh roi.

“Té cho minh c6 thé dén khodng mét tiéng
hay sao do,” t6i noi.

“Tuyet,” Lucy néi va nhe rang cudi bi hiem.
“Ma nay, t& c6 mang may thit cho bon minh thit
tdi nay. N6 sé giip cau co tam trang tiéc tung

ngay cho xem.”

Nira tiéng sau to6i da thay minh ding truéc
guong trong phong ngt Nesta trong khi né va
Lucy ngdi trén giudng ra lénh.

“Lai nita,” Lucy ra lénh. “Lam lai, lan nay
cO lam cho thuyét phuc hon nita. Thi lai, cdm
nhan timg tu.”

Cai “may thit” bi hiem dé chinh la quyén sach
khéng dinh bdn than ctia me no.

“Dung la tht cau can day,” Lucy naéi trudce khi

chung t6i bat dau. “Cu lap di lap lai nhiing loi
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khéng dinh nhiéu lan cho dén khi tam tri cta
cau bat dau tin vao nhiung diéu cau noéi va né
tr& thanh su that véi cau.”

No va Nesta lat tai lat lui mot hoi, cudi cung
cting chon duoc cho t6i mot cau.

“Noi lai di,” Lucy néi.

Toéi thang vai. “Téi han hoan vui suéng,” t6i
ngam nga véi khudén mat i doét dang nhin lai
minh. “Téi han hoan vui suéng.”

Nesta lac dau. “U, co vé thé 1&m day.”

Toi nam phich xuéng cai giuong bén canh.
“Xin 16i cac cau, té cing co6 day chu.”

“Co le no khong phdi cau khdng dinh ding
cho cau,” Lucy noi va lai chti mii vao quyén
sach ctia no, tén la Dai thay ddi khi ching ta
thay doi.

“OK, doc cho t&¢ nghe may cai khac xem
nao,” to6i noéi. Toi biet ndé dang ¢4 gang giup
de. It nhéat téi cing phai tham gia.

“Toi thon tha, téi khée manh, thanh cong va

giau c6,” Lucy doc.
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“Cai nay thi cau lam di Nesta,” t6i noi.

Nesta dung len di téi chd tam guong. “Toi
thon tha, t6i khde manh, thanh céong va giau
c6. Toéi thon tha, t6i khde manh, thanh cong va
giau c6. D6 co6 phai cau dung cho dia chéan to
khong?”

Toi tim thay & mot trang khac. “Con cai nay
thi sao? Dé nghi ngoi t6i thu gidan ngén chan
td6i. Khong? OK. Bé qua. Thtt Toi cdm thay diu
dang va am ap, nang niu trong ngudi dia con
bé bong.”

“Oi khiép qua. Théi thoi, xin cadm on,” Nesta
ram ri. “Budén non qua dil!”

“Khong, khoéng, dimg bd cudc chui,” t6i noi
va xéng vao tim. C), day, cai nav cho t¢. Chuan
luon, trong phan quy trong ban than. Than hinh
td61 hoan hdo, dui toi rat dep. Hoac la Moi ngquoi
déeu biét t6i yeu mui t6i.”

Nesta va t6i pha len cudi.

Lucy giat lay quyén sach. “Lam sao cac cau
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thay d6i cudc doi cho duoc néu cir cudi nhu thé
ha? Day, thir cai nay, Iz: Téi khang dinh 1a t6i
c6 thé hap dan ngudi dan 6ng hoan hdo. Nao,
diing lén va noéi vao guong.”

“T¢ phéi lam thé a?”

“Dung.”

Toéi ding len. “Toi khdng dinh 14 t6i co thé
hap din ngudi dan éng hoan hdo. Téi khang
dinh la t6i c6 thé hap dan ngudi dan 6ng hoan
hdo. Téi khang dinh la téi c6 thé hap dan ngudi
dan 6ng hoan hdo.”

Pung luc do thi Tony vao.

“Day, anh day,” lao cuoi, rdi téi chd Lucy,
hoén vdi vao méa né. “Sang phong anh di, Luce?”

Lucy dé tung bimg nhu & thuong c6 Tony &
quanh, roi dung len va ngoan ngoan theo anh
av ra khoi phong.

“Hmmm,” t6i néi. “Hay day.”

“Tét nhat la lao khong thit lam gi,” Nesta noi.

“Khoéng thi to giét.”
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Nesta va t6i danh cd budi t8i con lai lam
mong, 1oi thir trang diém. Nesta son mau quen
thudc ciia no la dé dam, con t6i thi mau xanh
lam, roi quet theém son nha lén trén.

“Téi khang dinh 14 t6i c6 thé hap dan ngudi
dan 6ng hoan hdo,” hai dua t6i lap di lap lai
trong khi chd son moéng kho. Rbi sau d6 bon
toi lai khang dinh b&ng dt tht giong ma bon
t6i biét, giong Scotland, giong My, giong An,
[reland, Cockney.

Sau do Nesta cho t6i xem cac ddng tac nhay
ma no tap cho budi da hdi ngay mai. Con t6i
thi nhay cho n6 xem diéu mua Ireland ma toi
thuong lam héi con hoc tiéu hoc.

Chung t6i hét ca hoi ngdi phich xuéng ghé
sofa sau mudi lam phiat nhdy mua dién cudng
dieu Riverdancing va xem phim Friend, chang
may choc ma dén muoi mot rudi. Van khong
c6 dau hiéu gi cia Lucy hay Tony.

Nesta don giuong cho téi va Lucy trong phong
danh cho khéach rdi di nén vao cita phong Tony.
Ctra khoa.
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“Téi gidy nga roi, Lucy. Cau dang lam gi day?”

Chung téi nghe co6 tiéng cudi ruc rich, roi
Tony noéi. “Khoéng gi ca.”

“To véi Nesta di ngul trude day, va cau nén ra
khoi day trude khi bd me vé,” Nesta noi.

Cang nhiéu ruc rich hon.

“Hy vong la n6 6n,” Nesta lo lang.

“Té ciing thé,” rdi t6i lai go clra. “Lucy. Lucy.
Cau khong sao day chu?”

“U, t& khong sao,” Lucy tra 1oi. “Mét phut

nita té ra.”

“Hoac la hai,” Tony noi.

Toi len giuong chuan bi ngi. That la méay
tudn meét madi, t6i nghi bung. Nhung it nhat
thi chuyén véi me ciung da tot hon. Sang nay
chung t6i da rat vui vé véi nhau, va né nhac t6i
nh& rang doi khi me t6i ciing co thé tuyét thé
nao. Va toi cho rang dao gan day minh c6 hoi
ban tinh. Nhung khéng phéi hoan toan la 16i

cuia t6i, la vi Pluto da di qua moét giai doan cang
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thdng trong horoscope ctia t6i va né lam cho
moi tht réi tung lén. Toéi van nghi chiém tinh
c6 v nghia nao do, du Lucy cé nghi agi di nia,
nhung toéi sé ghi quyét tam trong nam moi la
khong dé bi &m anh qua nhu truéc. Sé 1a daa
con dé thuong hon ctia me. Va t6i tham chi sé
c6 gan gui hon véi ca duong Angus. Duong da
kha tot bung trong vu anh cudéi. D6 la album
anh cudi con gai cta duong, va td6i gan nhu da
phé hong tat cd, nhung cudi cung duong xtt Iy
dau vao dav.

Toi chim dan vao giac ngti khi dang 1am nham
cac quyét tam ctia minh.

Toi dang mo mang thi nghe tiéng clta mé va
Lucy lach vao. Téi bat den len va xem dong ho.
Qua muoi hai gio roi.

“Xin 16i, t& danh thuac cau a?” Lucy héi.

“Khong sao,” t6i ngai ngil. “Cau 6n chi?”

Lucy ngdi trén giudong no va thd dai. “Khong
han.”

“Chuyén gi thé” t6i ngdi day hoéi. No trong

nhu muon khoc.
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“Huta la khong ké véi Nesta nhé?”

“Té htra,” 161 noi.

“Bai vi néu cau lam thé thi chac chdn né sé
cu nu Tony va anh ay sé da t¢ that mat.”

“Tai sao? Tony da lam gi?”

Lucy ngap ngiing mot lue, cudi ciing maéi noéi.
“Doi tay thich di lang thang.”

“0

“Té khong biét phai lam sao naa, 1z a. Chi
hon nhau thoi t¢ da thay hanh phuc réi. Nhung
anh ay lic nao cing mudn di xa hon. Té thi
khong. T¢ chua san sang. Anh ay ndi vi t& con
qua nhod so véi anh 4y va biét thé nao dieu nay
cling xay ra. Anh ay noi co lé tét hon la bon té
khong gap nhau ntta va anh 4y c6 thé hen ho
véi ai d6 bang vai phai lita hon.”

“Oi, Lucy...”

“Y anh &y la ai d6 khong noi khong véi anh
ay. TG phdi lam sao day? Néu té khong chiu,

t& sé mat anh ay, ma anh ay la chang trai dau
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tien to that su thich. Nhung néu t¢ nhuong bo,
ai biet dieu ai sé xdy ra? Cé thé kiéu ai thi anh
ay ctng van sé da t&. Nesta ludon noi rang sau
khi chinh phuc xong thi anh ay hét himg thua.”

“Thé la khong cong bang,” t6i noi, dot nhién
tdi thay gian Tony va Mark. “Tai sao bon con
trai lai luon la nhimg ngudi c6 quyéen quyét dinh
chit? Nhé ra phai la ching ta. Tony hanh déng
nhu moét diaa tré con hu déon khong co duoc thu
minh muodn va quay sang ham doa cau. Dung
c6 dé cho anh ta lam thé, Luce.”

“Céau nghi vay u?”

“Duing. Cau phai kiém soét tinh hinh. Bd anh
ta di. Anh ta lam cau cam thay té. Noi véi anh
ta rang thé chang duoc gi dau, va cau sé xem
xét cau cam thay thé nao vé dieu d6 sau, con
ngay bay gid thi cau khong san sang. Cau phai
cam thay co thé tin tuédng Tony, va rdé rang la
cau khong. N6 phai that su dac biét. Cau phai
l& nguoi chon lua. Cau khéng nén dé cdm thay

bi ép lam bat cu thi gi cau khong muodn lam.”
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“Co6 1é bon minh nén xem horoscope néi sao
ve dieu nay,” Lucy noi.

“Té tudng cau khong tin vao chiém tinh?”
tO1 noi.

“Khong bao gio,” Lucy noi. “Té chi nghi cau
da qua quan trong hoa no, thé thoéi.”

“U, may tuan rdi t& da nghiém ra. Chiem
tinh co thé cho vai dau méi nhiing gi dang dién
ra, nhung cau ndéi dung, khong thé dé no quyét
dinh cudc doi minh duoc. Cudi cung thi chinh
minh mdéi la nguoi quyét dinh, kiém soat tinh
hinh va quyét dinh moi tht c6 dién ra hay la
khéng.”

“Ngay cd néu t¢ mat Tony?” Lucy budn ba.

“Cau mat cai gi?” cang luc t6i cang chac chan
vao nhiing diéu minh néi. “Bon minh c6 nhau.
Cau, t&, Nesta. Bon minh phai la nhitng ngudi
duoc lua chon chi khong phai mét la loanh
quanh ¢6 gang lam vira long bon con trai nhung
danh mat ban than minh.”

To6i thdy minh dang noi khong chi dé cho

Lucy nghe, ma cho ca chinh ban than téi nia.
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Lucy guong cuodi yéu ot. “Co lé cau dung.
Bon con trai? Khong thé séng véi ho, khéng
the séng khéng cé ho.”

“Khong phadi. Cé thé séng véi ho, cé the
séng khong co ho. Ké tir bay gior thi ching ta

la nquoi quyét dinh.”

Vé dep bi ton thuong

cua lzzie Foster

Anh ta noi chung khong gay hai gi,
nhung anh ta tan nhan

Thién than sa nga nay lam ban mu mam

Anh ta la con quy khong xing dang voi
ban, va ban nén biét dieu do

Anh ta nén di, ban that su nén biét
dieu do

Moén qua ban nhan duoc 1a su tot bung
duyén dang yéu kieu

Nhung moi khi ban nga long vi mgt
khuon mat banh trai
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Ding tim kiem anh sang trong can
phong toi tam cia tinh yéu nita,

Hay md cla sé ra, dé tam minh trong
anh mat troi

Ban la so mot

Hay nhin vao trong tim minh, hay khoi
dau lai

Ban biet rang anh ta phai ra di

Cat vé dep bi ton thuong caa ban vao
mot noi yén lang

Co mot tinh yéeu moi dang cho, hay tro
lai di

Hét lén rang ban san sang roi di

Nhung 1an nay nhg, ding sai nguoi
thé nua

Hay nhin vao trong tim, hay khdi dau lai

Hay nhin vao trong tim, ban cé6 the
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Chuong 1 4

Stre manh nir nha

Khodng tdm rudi, luc me tha t6i xudng budi
da hoi, khdp noi da tung bung khong khi tiéc
ting. Moi nguoi dang nhay mua, giong Robbie
Williams phat oang oang tir nhitng chiéc loa to
dung & phia bén kia sanh, con cd Allen va thay
Johnson dang doi nhimng chiéc mu Santa ngé
ngan thi ding & ban nudc. Cé 18 dé canh chimng
khong cho bon con trai dau rucu nhau nhu hoi
nam ngoai. Hoi d6 mot nira trudng quay pha am
i, nirta con lai thi 18t bét nam la liet. Luc bd me
dén don bon t6i vé thi canh tuong that la nao

loan, va thay co bi day xuéng vi tri bi mang vén.
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Toi liec nhanh xung quanh trudc khi di gt
ao khoac vao phong giit d6. Khong thé nhan
ra duoc day chinh la cai sdnh ma moi khi bon
tdi van thuong tu tap. Cay Giang sinh da duoc
chuyén lén san khiu cung véi nhitng dung cu
can thiét chuan bi cho ban nhac, con trén tudng
thi chang day day déen mau.

Sang nay toi dén cho bd va ¢d6 Anna than thd
chang c6 gi dé mac dén da hoi.

“Uhm, that ra b6 dinh dé danh t&ng con nhan
Giang sinh, nhung néu con that su muén thi co
the nhan ngay bay gi®,” bd noi. “Cé lé tét nhat
la cho con tu chon céi gi minh thich.”

Va bo cho té6i nam muoi bang.

To6i 6m hon bo roi chay U ra Primrose Hill.
Chiéc vay nhung den t6i tréong thay may tuan
truée van con & d6, khong nhing thé con duoc
ha gid nhan dip Giang sinh. N6 vira van mot
cach hoan hao, 6m vao ngudi lam t6i trong cao
hon va manh mai hon. Téi chi lo me sé khong

cho mac vi né hé lung va dang truéce hoi thap,
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nhung me da déng v véi dieu kién t6i mac théem
mot 4o khoac nhd vao. Va tat nhién toéi da lam
thé.

To6i vao nha vé sinh ¢di 4o khoéac ra cat vao
tui, roi t6i deo cai vong den muon trong hop
trang sitc cia me vao. T6i kiém tra lai minh
trong guong, t6 them mot chiat son dd rdi ra
sanh va nhanh chéng tim thay Nesta.

“Chd nay chdng khéc gi thien duong,” téi noi
khi nhin thay lép minh luon 1o trong nhiing bo
canh tiéc tung rat kéng.

“U,” Nesta noi. “Tuyet day chi? Ma nay, cau
trong hap dan that day. Vay dep. Rat ra dang.”

“Cam on,” t6i néi. “Cau cing thé.”

Nesta van luén rang r&, va toc noé trong nhu
mot dai lua den dai chdy xudng tan eo. NoO sé
mau chong di voi ai do, va Lucy thi duong nhién
cung voi Tony. Téi mong minh khoéong phai la
cai cay lé duy nhat & day.

“Cau thay Jade Wilcocks chua?” Nesta hoi.
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“No trong nhu phét cd tan my pham léen mat
ay. Té vira thay né ngoai hanh lang, dang quan
quut véi anh chang nao day.”

“No khong phdi la dda duy nhat dau. Trén
duong tir phong gitt 36 dén day t& da thay phai
dén ntra ta cap 6m hon tham thiét thé roi.”

“Sé la mot biia tiec hay day,” Nesta cudi khi.
“May gi¢r ban nhac dén nhi?”

“Chac som thoi,” t6i noéi va nhin dong hd.
“Lucy dau roi?”

“Dang & trong phong vé sinh boi it nhii bac
len toc,” no noi. “Trong no dep lam nhé. Ma
cau biét no da Tony roi chua?”

“Cau dua day a? Bao gio?”

“Sang nay, sau khi cau ve.”

“No6 khoéng sao chi?”

“Yeah,” Nesta néi. “No6 khong sao. Tuyét
[am 1. That la moét chuyén hay ho. Tony la ké
bi da. Lao khong tin duoc du né da lam rat la

gon gang. N6 ndi chuyén véi lao méot luc lau.
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Nhung Tony chua tung bao gi¢ bi da ca, lao
luon 1a ké da ngudi ta ma. Hinh nhu lao bi soc.
T thay lao ci di quanh di quan trong nha ca
budi sang, noéi gi ma Lucy rat dac biét, khong
gidng nhing dia con gai khac. Hé6m nay lao goi
cho né phai dén mudi lan ay cha.”

“Hey,” Lucy dén tham gia.

“Wow,” t6i noi. “Trong cau tuyét nhu tién
Giang sinh ay.”

Lucy mac mot cai vay ngan mau trang, co
day that lung long lanh quanh eo va mot cai o
trang hé lung dan day chéo.

“Cau lam céai 4o day a?” toi hai.

Lucy gat dau. “Thich khong? Té lam hédi tuan
truoc day. Trén tap chi nguoi ta néi rang éo hé
lung lam nguoi khac khéong dé v 1a minh khéng
cod nguc.”

Toi cudi. Nguc lép la ndi ban tam to lon cla
Lucy, nhung t6i nghi né chang can phai lo lang
lam gi. B&i vi né trong rat tuyeét.

“Trong cuc ky,” Nesta cting nhan xét.
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“Nhung ké cho t& nghe vé Tony di,” t6i noi.
“Co6 chuyén gi thé?”

Lucy nhe rang cuoi.

Toi khong thé tin duge. N6 that binh tinh.

“Nhung cau thich anh ay that ma.”

“U, nhung sau t6i qua, t& nhan ra la cau noi
ding. Té ngay cang kho s& vi ¢t ¢ gang té ra
va lam theo nhimg diéu nhu anh ay muén. To
mudn no that dac biét, nhung lai khong chac vé
anh ay. Vdéi ca con gai bon minh nén la ngquoi
quyét dinh. Va t¢ quyét dinh minh chua san
sang.” N6 liéc sang Nesta ay nay nhung Nesta
con ban ban phat anh nhin cho vai anh chang.
“Sau toi qua, t& nghi t& khong muon lam Lucy
bé nhoé tdi nghiép nom ndp bi da vi con qua

A

nhé. Té quyét dinh ddo nguoc tinh thé.
“Cau giodi lam, Luce,” t6i noi. “Cau rat ding
cdm. Tréng thé nay thi chang méay chéc nia lai
c6 nguoi moi thoi.”
Ngay luc d6, den vut tat va ca hoi trudng gao

ri léen am i. Téi nhin 1én san khau va thay mot
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anh chang tién ra chd cai mic chinh va nhat
guitar lén.

Trong quen ldm. Oi khong. La Ben ddy ma.
Oi khong, t6i kéu tham trong bung, anh ta sé
lai choi méay céai bai c6 16 chan chét nita cho
xem. Han la Ben duoc mdi lam néng cho King
Noz. Khong biét ai ngoc nghéch lai di moi anh
ay thé nhi.

Ngay luc d6, anh ay nhin xudng, trong thay
t61 va vay tay. Toi cang thdng vay lai. Oi troi.
Gi¢ thi moi nguoi déu biét la t6i quen anh nay
va thé thi sé that xau hd cho t6i khi anh ta bt
dau choi.

“Va bay gio,” DJ thong bao. “Mot trang phéo
tay danh cho King Noz.”

Cai gi? Khong thé nao.

Ba anh chang khac budc ra san khau cung
v6i Ben, vao cho cliia minh, moét ngqudi choi
keyboard va hai choi guitar. Réi ho bat dau choi
va Ben bat dau hat. Anh ay that dang kinh ngac.
Ho that dang kinh ngac. Hoan toan kinh ngac.
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V6 cung kinh ngac. Moi ngudi deu dang dién
cudng vo tay cd vil va nhun nhdy theo nhac.

Toéi giat nav minh khi Lucy quay sang hai.

“Co6 chuyén gi thé 12?7

“Té biét anh nay,” t6i 1ap bap. “Do la Ben.”

“To biet. Ben dén hoc nhac bd t& ma. Anh
ay xuat sac day chua.”

“Nhung anh ay chinh la anh chang choi nhac
hom dam cudi...” t6i néi. Toi khong thé tin
duoc. Cung moét Ben trong ro la long ngong khi
choi dan tai ddm cudi bay gio trén san khau lai
vO cung tu tin va trong that qua suc dé thuong.
Moi ngudi déeu dung ca lén nhay mua. Ai cing
yéu thich ban nhac.

Sau vai bai s6i dong, Ben nodi. “Va bay gio
ching ta thay d6i khong khi, dén véi nhitng bai
hat nhe nhang mot chit.” Réi anh 4y ddi chd
véi tay keyboard va ho lai bat dau choi tiép.

Con gai con trai bat cap véi nhau khi Ben

hat mot ban ballad dé thuong. Anh &y kha that.

Giong khoe va trong. Khong tin duoc la téi lai
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khong nhan ra diéu nay tir trude. Nhung lam

sao t6i biét duoc anh ay la King Noz chu?

Khi ban nhac tang toc tré lai, Nesta bién mat
voi anh chang nao d6 wvira mdi né nhay. Toi
nhin né thuc hién nhiting déng tac da chi cho
tdi t6i qua. Moi ngudi déeu nhin no, nhung vai
cO nang co vé khong duoc vui cho lam vi cai
cach dam ban trai ctia ho cit nhin cham cham.

Lucy nam tay t6i. “Dimng nhin nhé. Mark vira
den day.”

Toi voi va quay di nhung khéong kip, anh ta
da thay toi, va dang cudi cuoi tién vé phia 16i.

“Izzie,” anh ta ndi va vong tay qua nguodi toi.
“Em tréong théat tuyét. Anh dang mong la em cé
& day. Mudn nhay khong?”

Khoéng tin duoc cai giong do. Mong la t6i cé
& day. Tai sao lai khong goi dién dé chic chan
nhu vay?

“Khoéong, cdm on anh,” t6i néi. “Em mudn
nghe ban nhac choi.”

Anh ta hoi khung lai. Téi mudén nghe that
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nhung cai chinh la t6i khong mudén nga ngay
vao tay anh ay ngay khi anh ay vira dén.

“Co le dé lat nita,” t6i noi.

“Ciing duoc, OK,” anh ay néi. “Anh di kiém
chuit gi uong vay. Em mudén udéng agi khéong?”

“Khong, cam on anh,” t6i ndi va lai quay 1én
san khau trong luc Mark béi roi bd di.

“Kha lam, Iz,” Lucy nai.

Toi hit mot hoi sau. Téi khong that su thay tu
tin nhu da té ra. Mark van rat dé thuong nhung
t6i da hia véi minh rang sé khong dé bi du nhu
hoi trudce nita.

“E nay, hinh nhu Ben thich cau day,” Lucy
chi tay lén san khau.

Toi quay 1én nhin Ben, anh ay dang nhin toi
va hat.

“Cau nghi thée a?”

“U,” Lucy noi. “Ben rat dé thuong. T¢ da noi
chuyén véi anh ay vai lan trong luc anh ay cho
dén gid hoc & nha. Anh ay cing thich may thu

gidng cau. Té ca la hai ngudi sé hop nhau.”
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Ntta tiéng sau t6i van dua tudng nghe nhac.

“Co6 mot bi mat phai kiem tim,” Ben hat.

“Mot hanh trinh t6i di tim su that. Krishma,
Buddha, Gandhim, Christ, tat ca déu ra lénh t6i
di theo, nhung 16i dé nghi d6 nam & dau? Khi
t6i kiem tim nu cudi clia cac thien than, bong
t6i lai goi hon toi, Jesus giup téi chien dau,
Buddha dan t6i dén anh sang.”

Ré6i doan rap chorus. “Cé mat & khap moi
noi? Khap noi dau? Téi di tim Chua nhung nguoi
c6 do khong? Thién duong, dia nguc, trong tam

tri. Con duong da mat véi loai ngudi.”

Khi lang nghe 16i nhac, t6i nghi, Lucy dung,
tdi sé hop voi Ben. Anh ay dudng nhu ciing
dang hdi nhitng cau hdi giong nhu téi. Ngay ca
khi bon t6i khong cap ke thi ré6 rang ciing cé
kha chuyén c6 thé néi duoc véi nhau. Téi ting
khong thém nhin dén anh ay, nhung bay gio
xem Ben dang biéu dién trén kia, t6i phai thura

nhan la minh dang bi an tuong. Rat an tuong.
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Khi ban choi xong va DJ lai tiép tuc, Ben di
vé phia toi.

“Anh choi that tuyét,” t6i noi. “Rat xuat sac.”

Anh ay c6 vé hai long. “Cam on em. Mot su
thay d6i nho nhd véi hdm dam cudi hir.”

“Vang,” t6i cuodi, Ben c6 mot doi mat xanh
that dep véi hang long mi den day sau cap kinh
tron nho.

“Anh trai anh bat lén choi nhu thé & dam
cudi. Anh thay that la ng® ngan, nhung do la
dam cudi cia Jeremy, va doé la nhiing gi anh
ay muon.”

“Vang,” t6i ndi, t6i khong mudn thira nhan
minh da nhét anh ay vao mot cai hop dong dau
ngd ngan lén trén.

“Anh choi lau chua?”

“Khodng béon nam. Nhung anh van con phai
hoc nhiéu. Ma anh ¢6 chuyén muén hoi em.”

Bong dung Ben c6 vé nguong ngung.

“Gi thé a?” t6i héi.
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“A, anh biét minh khong nén xem va nhé ra
nén hoi...”

“Anh dang noi gi thé?”

“A, em nhé hom anh gap em & nha Lucy
khong? Anh dén hoc sau em ay?”

“Vang?”

“Uhm, sau budi hoc chi Lovering c6 di tim
cho anh vai cai dia, va anh thi chi ngdi doi...”

“Va?”

“Va anh nhin thay quyén sach trén dan piano,
c6 tén em trén do.”

“Oi khong,” t6i thét len. “Khong. Anh khong
xem no day chua?”

Anh ay gat dau. “Anh da xem. Anh khong
dinh...”

“Em chua bao gid cho ai xem l&i nhac ctia
em cd, chua ai cd day.” t6i thay that la té. Anh
ay dang cudi to6i trong khi téi vita quyét dinh
thich anh ay. Bai hat cia anh ay tuyét voi the,

anh 4y han nghi bai ctia t6i that kinh khiing

té hai.



“Anh xin 106i,” anh ay néi tiép. “That tinh
khong dinh thé, that day, nhung anh rat thich
nhimg ai duoc doc. Em tu viét ca day a?”

Toi gat dau.

“Rat hay, lzzie a. N6i that, anh muén hoi
em... Em da phd nhac ching chua?”

Toi lac dau.

“Thé em nghi sao néu minh hop tac?”

“That 4?” t6i héi. Téi khong thé nghi ra ai
tot hon thé nay.

Chung t6i néi chuyén véi nhau cd nia tiéng
nita vé nhimg ban nhac chung téi thich va
khong thich, roéi Mark xen ngang.

“Nhay khong em?” Mark néi va guom guom
nhin Ben.

Toi cdm thay vui vi cai cach ma moi thir dang
dién ra, t6i ddng ¥. Khi nhdy véi Mark t6i tréong
thay Ben dang nhin minh.

Mmm, hay that!

“The,” Mark noi. “Tuan sau minh lai hen

nhau di dau dé nhé?”
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T6di nhin vai. “Co thé. Em chua biét ké hoach
clia em thé nao.”

Anh ta lai c6 vé bi doi. C), duoc, khi nao roi
thi goi anh nhé.”

“Vang,” t6i noi, va thich thu véi tAc dong ctia
minh lén Mark.

Anh ta ap sat t6i hon va thi tham, “Béi vi anh
that su thich em, Izzie a.”

“Vang,” t6i néi. “Sao ciing duogc.”

Mark trong hoan toan sting sét. Ha ha, thu
vi that.

“Ma nay, em sé gap anh sau nhé,” t6i noi.
“Em phdi di dén ché may dia ban. Em phai
tim bon no da.”

Toi bd anh ta diing hda héc moém gira san
nhay. N6 sé& cho anh mét bai hoc, t6i nghi
bung. Anh da co thé dén véi téi néu anh chiu
goi dién thoai.

Phan con lai ctia budi da hoi that khéng ché
vao dau duoc. Nesta, ludén thich nhiting anh

chang lén hon, dang cap ke véi mét anh lép

‘f}ﬂ%zzz ;};}h



du bi trinh d6 A, va sau dé thi hén nhau trong
cang tin.

Rbi Tony tai.

“Anh mudn noi chuyén véi em,” anh ay noéi
vira cap bach wira khan nai. “Vé Lucy.”

“Lucy lam sao?” t6i hdi bang giong ngay tho
nhat qud dat.

“Anh phai lam gi bay gid? Em la ban than
nhat ctia Lucy. Lam sao dé cd dy quay lai vai
anh bay gio?”

“Thé Nesta bdo anh sao?”

Tony cuoi. “Nesta 4?7 N6 da bao anh ngay
tir dau la tranh xa Lucy ra. Nhung anh khong
muon thé. Anh thich co ay that.”

“No6 dang kia kia,” t6i néi va chi cho Tony
thay. No dang khiéu vt voi mot anh chang banh
trai c6 ve mé no.

Mat Tony chdy dai ca ra. “Anh thua rdi phai
khoéng?”

“Co le the,” t6i noi. “Ma c6 the khong. Anh

sé chang thé biét néu chua cé thit.”
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That 1a mot budi t6i hay ho, tdi nghi, khi
Tony di t6i chd Lucy. Bon con trai. Nhitng sinh
vat ky la. Khong muén minh khi minh muén ho,
va muén minh khi minh chang c6 hing thu nita.
Nhung téi dang hoc rat nhanh.

Khi bita tiéec bat dau gian ra, toi di lay ao
khoac thi Ben chay tdi.

“Izzie,” anh ay goi. “Anh goi dién cho em
duoc khong? Thi, vé chuyén hop tac viét nhac
ay ma?”

Toi dinh cho anh 4y s6 ctia minh thi ngimg
lai va cuoi.

“Co6 chuyén gi budn cudi sao?” Ben hai.

“Khong ai cd,” téi noi va lay but ra. “Em rat
thich cuing anh viét nhac, nhung anh cho em s6

cliia anh, em sé goi.”
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