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Tuva or Bust!
Richard Feynman’s last Journey

Cudc phiéu luu
cuoi cung cua

Feynman

NHA XUATBAN TRE


https://sachhoc.com




Richard Feynman (1918-1988) la gido su vat ly ndi tiéng ctia Vién
cong ngh¢ California (California Institute of technology — Caltech)
tt nhiing nam dau thap ky ndm muoi t6i cudi thap ky tdm muoi.
Sau khi nhé4n béng tién si & Princeton, 6ng dugc moi tham gia Du
an Manhattan (Manhattan Project) & Los Alamos. D¢ tiéu khién, 6ng
da rén luyén ky ning mé& khoa két — dé r6i moét lan 6ng da mé ca
mot bo khoa hiém luu gid toan bo bi méat vé bom nguyén tu - roi
dé lai may chii nguéch ngoac bang muc do, chi ra sy long 1éo trong
cong tac an ninh & dy an t6i mat nhat cta chinh phu.

Gan cuoi doi, Feynman lai dugc chinh pht nho cdy, lan nay la
tham gia vao Uy ban Rogers, di€u tra vu tham hoa tau vi tru con
thoi Challenger. Mot 1an niia, 6ng tu tiéu khién theo cdi cach gy
sOc cho toan gidi quyén uy: trudc cong ching 6ng da dung kep gap
mot vong dém cao su bo vao cdc nuéc da. “Thi nghiém nho” nay
cua ong cho thdy cao su mat tinh dan hoi & nhiét do thap, qua dé
bdc tran am muu tung héa mu cua NASA va chi ra nguyén nhan
chinh dan dén tham hoa2.

1. Ky tich nay va cac ky tich khac dugc ké trong “Feynman, Chuyén that nhu dua”, NXB
Tré 2012

2. Cac trai nghiém cua Feynman & Washington dugc ké lai trong “What Do You
Care What Other People Think? (Quan tam lam gi nhiing diéu ngudi khac nghi?)”,
W.W.Norton 1988
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Vi Feynman la dong nghiép ctia cha tdi, ngudi da bién tap b sach
Cdc bai gidng vé Vat ly ctia Feynman,! nén thi thoang d6ng ghé tham
nha ching tdi. Khi tdi con hoc trung hoc, anh ban nhac Thomas
Rutishauser cua téi tinh c6 cling cé mdt trong mot lan ghé tham
cua 6ng. Nghe noi Feynman la moét tay trong diéu ngh¢, chung toi
da moi 6ng cung choi.

“Toi khong mang theo trong”, 6ng ay noi.

“Khong sao”, toi néi. “Ong c6 thé ding mot trong méy cai ban
nhé & day”.

Thich thu véi am thanh cia méy cai ban, va cling cé thé bi thu
hut boi giai diéu ma t6i va Tom dang choi, vi gido su da kéo mot
cai ban v€ phia minh va ctung chai. Va thé la bat dau nhiing quang
thoi gian hanh phuc nhat trong doéi t6i: ba chung t6i thudng gép
nhau hiang tuin d€ choi tréng - trén ban, tréng bongo va trong
conga — xen gitia la nhiing phut giai lao va Feynman thuong ké vé
mot trong nhiing cugc phiéu luu ky thu cua minh2.

Khodng muoi nam vé trudc, chinh t6i da tham gia mot trong
nhiing cu¢c phiéu luu dy. Mac du khong ludn dong hanh vé6i “nhan
vat to mo” (nhu Feynman thich td moé td minh), toi cling dan dan
bi nhiém tinh dam mé cu¢c séng & moi cung bac cua 6ng 4y — nhat
la niém dam mé nhiing diéu bat ngs. Thuc ra, hau hét nhiing gi xay
ra trong cudc tim ki€ém da khong gitip ching t6i tién gan hon téi
muc tiéu ctia minh. Nhung, néu chung t6i khong khéi phat chuyén
di thi chiing toi sé b 16 tat ca.

1. Xudt ban bdi Addison-Wesley 1964 va tai ban 1969
2. Bing cassette va dia CD tai hién cac budi choi tréng va ké chuyén nhu vay da dugc san
xudt trong mot dy an tu thién ctia tac gia va ky su Tohru Ohnuki
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Feynman vi cac cudc phiéu luu ctia minh nhu tro cau ca: ta phai
kién nhan chd dgi mdt khoang thoi gian dai trude khi mot diéu
ky tha nao do xay ra. Toi chua bao gio nghe néi Feynman da tting
di cdu. Néu nhu 6ng da tiing cdm can cdu ra ho, toi tin la ong sé
khdng dinh diéu ma nhiéu dan ciu déu biét: ban sé thit vong néu
nhu quyét dinh trudc rang ban di cau la dé bat dugc ca.

Cang nhu cudc doi, téi nghi rang cau chuyén nay sé hap dan hon
néu doc gia khong dinh doat trudc ndi dung cta no.

Pasadena, California
Shagaa, 1991.
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Lom gi co
nuac noo nhu vay

Bat dia dang dugc don khdi ban dn, va toéi cling
sap két thuc mon salad - mot phin nhiing diéu
da tré thanh nghi thic hang tuan & nha Feynman.
Richard, luén ngdi & dau phia bac ctia chiéc ban
16n, budn may chuyén di dom véi cau con trai Carl.
Cau ay ngoi cung véi khach & canh phia dong dai
hon ctia chiéc ban. G canh phia nam 13 Gweneth, ba
luén dam bao thtc an dugc luan chuyén nhe nhang
quanh ban. Con c6 con gai Michelle thi chiém linh
canh phia tay.

Dip 4y la cu6i he nam 1977. Michelle sap vao 16p hai
& mot trudng tiéu hoc dia phuong; Carl thi sap bat dau
ndm thd nhat tai mdt trudng trung hoc 6 Pasadena noi
toi sé day toan va huén luyén mon bong nudc.

“Toan ciing dugc’, toi noi, “nhung thuc ra dia ly
mdi la mon t6i thich. Néu nhu téi day dia ly, toi sé
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mang dén 16p cai radio séng ngan va bat BBC hodc dai Ha Lan.
Chung t6i sé choi nhiing tro choi dia ly kiéu nhu téi da choi véi
anh trai clia minh: anh 4y va t6i sé diém danh tit ca cac qudc gia
doc 1ap trén thé gigi. Cac vi biét ddy, ki€u nhu chii cdi cudi cung
cta Liechtenstein sé lay lam chii cai dau tién cta tén nudc ti€p theo
— Nepal, ching han”

“Hodc 1a Nigeria, Niger, hay Nicaragua’, Carl noéi, hoi pha chut
giong Yorkshire ctia me.

“Va sau khi da duyét hét cac qudc gia doc lap’, toi tiép tuc, “Chung
toi chuyén sang tén cac tinh. Theo quy vi, c6 chang ba nudc khac
nhau déu c6 mot tinh tén 1a ‘Amazonas’ khong?”

“Xem nao’, Carl noi. “Cé phai la Brazil, Colombia va Peru?”

“Khong 617, toi tra 16i. “Nudc thi ba la Venezuela, cho du phan
Amazon nam & Peru nhiéu hon & Venezuela”

“Vay cau cho rang cdu biét tat ca cac nudc trén thé gigi?” Richard
xen vao vdéi giong ndi tinh quéi quen thudc, thuong bao hiéu noi
bat hanh can ké cho céi tdim bia ma né nhim tdi.

“A, chéc la vay”, tdi ndi, nhdm thém mot miéng salad, chuin bi
do6i mat véi rac roi chac chan sap xay ra.

“Dugc, vay chuyén gi da xdy ra v6i Tannu Tuva?”

“Tannu nao co?” Toi hoi. “Toi chua bao gid nghe thay cai tén nay”

“Khi con nhd’, Richard noéi, “Toi thudng suu tap tem. Cé may
con tem hinh tam giac va hinh thoi rat dep, dugc gtii dén ti mot
noi co tén la “Tannu Tuva™

Toi nghi hodc. Anh trai Alan cta t6i, mot cay suu tam tem, da
hang ta 1an bién t6i thanh thang ngoc khi chung t6i choi tro “Cac
hon dao trén thé gi¢i”. Anh ay lién lau mat cai tén la tai nao do, nhu
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“Aitutaki”, va néu tdi luc van anh vé€ cdi tén ay, thi anh sé 16i bd suu
tap tem cia minh ra va chi cho t6i mdy cai tem gui dén tu noi do.
Bai vay, toi thoi khong thach d6 anh niia, va sau khi thang hét van
nay dén van khdc, anh ay ngay cang tdo bao hon. Cu6i cung tdi cling
bat 16i dugc anh véi tii “Aknaki’, von dugc xem la mot phan cua via
san ho nho nhdé & Nam Thdi Binh Duong, sau khi lang méng nhd lai
rang, tuin trudc anh 4y da bao né la mdt dong séng 6 Mauritania.
Thé 1a, toi hoi ruén ngudi trén ghé va noi, “Thua ngai, khong cé
nudéc nao nhu vay”,

“Co chir’, Richard ddp. “Vao nhiing ndm 1930, d6 la mét mang
nho mau tia trén ban do sat gan Mong C6, nhung tii d6 dén nay toi
khong con nghe néi gi vé vung dat nay niia”.

Gid nhu t6i diing lai va suy nghi mot lat thi t6i da nhan ra
rang, meo ua thich ctia Richard 1a n6i mét diéu gi d6 khong tudng
ma cudi cung lai hoa ra la sy that. Nhung thay vi vdy, toi lai that
chat thém cai thong long da cuén quanh c6 minh: “Chi c6 duy
nhét hai nudc giap ranh v6i Moéng C6 la Trung Quoc la Lién X0
Toi n6i mot cach tuy tin. “Téi c6 thé chi cho 6ng trén ban do”.

T6i nham not miéng salad cuoi cung, tit ca ding déy va di vao
phong khach, t6i cho cuén sich yéu thich cta Richard, cuén Bdch
khoa toan thu Britannica. O tap cudi co mot atlas. Chung t6i mé
phan ban dé chau A.

“Xem nay”, t6i n6i. “O day ching cé nudc nao ngoai Lién xo,
Mong C6 va Trung Qudc. Cai “Tannu Tuva’ 4y chac phai ¢ noi nao
do khac”

“O, nhin day!” Carl néi. “Tuvinskaya ASSR. Viing nay dugc bao

boc phia nam bdéi day nui Tannu-Ola”



bung r6i, ving lanh thé nho nhd nam & phia tay bac cia Mong
CoO ¢6 thé da tling c6 tén Tannu Tuva. Toi nghi, mdt 1an nda t6i lai
thua mot nha suu tép tem.

“Hay nhin nay’, Richard luu y. “Tht d6 dugc danh van la K-Y-
Z-Y-L.

“Ky that’, t6i no6i. “Chang c6 mot nguyén am chinh théng nao ca!”

“Chung ta phai t6i do”, Gweneth ndi.

“Dung vay!” Richard hudng tng. “Mot noi ma dugc danh van
K-Y-Z-Y-L thi hdn phai thu vi [am ddy!”

Richard va t6i toe toét cudi va bat tay nhau.

Moi ngudi quay lai phong an dé dung tra va mon trang miéng.
Trong khi ti€p tuc cau chuyén, t6i nghi vé cau hoi kinh dién, “Tai
sao ban lai leo ngon nui d6?” “Ngon nui” cua chung t6i khong phai
la mot thach thiic dac biét vé thé chat, nhung dén dugc cdi noi do
Lién X0 kiém soat ndm trong viing su nhét cia chdu A han [a mot
viéc kho khan. Va nguyén do dé€ chung t6i chap nhén thu thach nay
cling thuc su sau sic vi bang cu tra 16i kinh dién: “Bai vi n6 dugc
danh van la K-Y-Z-Y-L!I”

Chung tdi da thao ludn lam thé nao c6 thé dat dugc muc tiéu
cta minh. T4t nhién, Richard cé thé doc mot loat bai giang vé vat ly
& Moscow va sau do tat ca chung toi sé di dén Kyzyl. (Thuc ra, bat
ky ai lam mot chuyén di trong hoan canh nhu vay ciing nhat dinh
nén di Tuva truédc, phong khi “khé khan” nay sinh sau bai gidng.)
Nhung téi Tuva bang cach ay thi c¢é khac nao dung may bay lén
thang d€ dén dinh ndi.

Richard da tling dén cac ngdc ngach xa xdi trén thé gigi. Gweneth

ké lai, vai nam trudc, ho da cing mét ngudi ban va mét sinh vién sau
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dai hoc ngudi Mexico di bo tham nhép vao mdt viing nui phia tay
bac Mexico trong hai tuan 1& nhu thé nao. Ho xuéng mét hém nui,
hém Barranca de Cobre - nghe néi con dai hon va sau hon ca Grand
Canyon - va gap nhiing ngudi da dé ving Tarahumara, nhiing ngudi
rat it ti€p xuc voi thé gidi bén ngoai. Richard dd mugn mot cudn tu
dién Tarahumara-Tay Ban Nha & UCLA! va hoc dugc may cum tt,
nhung khi 6ng néi véi nhiing ngudi da do nay bang tiéng cua ho
thi ho nghi rang 6ng la ngudi cia chinh phtt Mexico! Sau khi thuyét
phuc dugc ho rang khong phai nhu viy, ho d4 mdi Richard uéng
mot loai rugu tu cat nhu mot ct chi ton trong. (Richard thudng
khong cham dén bia rugu, nhung lan nay la mot ngoai 1¢.) Gweneth
va Richard rat thich chuyén di 4y, dén ndi ngay nam sau ho da quay
lai vung dat do.

Sau biia t6i, Richard va t6i tiép tuc nghi thic hing tuan, dé la
xudng “studio” cia dng d€ chai trong. Mac du dén luc ay c6 1é ching
toi da choi trong véi nhau ca chuc nam, cai tro choi “nguyén thay”
nay van giti nguyén ndi luc ban dau cta no.

Luc giai lao, Richard di t6i gia sach, chat cting t6i tran nhiing
cuon sach, tai liéu chuyén mon, cdc nhac cu la mat va nhiing btc
phac hoa. Ong 16i ra ngay mot cuén sach cii, méng va md né ra. Do
1a tap ban d6 ti ndm 1943. Va day r6i, trén ban d6 chiu A, sat canh

Mong C6, c6 mét vét mau tia mang tén Tannu Tuva.

1. University of California, Los Angeles - ND






Ban muoi léam
tuyeét rai Tai

V6i t6i, nam hoc da trdi di nhu cdi mdy, chi con
chat thai gian d€ tha: mot ngay binh thudng bat dau
bang viéc hudn luyén doi bong nudc luc 6 gio sang,
tiép do 1a nam 16p s6 hoc cho hoc sinh chim hiéu
va dai s6 nhap mon, rdi lai quay vé€ huan luyén bong
nudc. Hau hét cac ngay cudi tuan déu tang cuong thém
hudn luyén, trii hai ngoai 1¢ mong dgi vao thang Mudi
mot, khi Richard va toi dén San Francisco choi trong
cho mot doan ba lé nho, cé dia chi tai Elks Logde gan
quang truong Union.

Néam trudc, ching toi da sang tac va biéu dién nhac
cho Nhiing vong xoay mé tin, mot v4 ba lé ctia chinh
doan dy. “Nhac” cua ching t6i chi don thuan la tréng,
ma v6i Feynman thi tréng 1a dt 1dm rdi. Ong xem 4m
nhac truyén thong véi hgp am va giai diéu nhu “choi

trong véi cac not” — mot rac roi khong can thiét.
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Nhiing vong xoay mé tin da thanh cong l16n: mot khan phong
khoang ba muoi ngudi vo tay nhiét liét. V& dién nam nay c6 tén la
Nguidi buén nga voi. Nhiém vu ctia ching t6i 1a thé hién tuong tac
cua cac nén van hda thudc dia va ban xu & chau Phi, ciing lai chi
hoan toan bang tréng.

Cac budi dién thu vao t6i thd Sau va toi thi Bay, con cac budi
dién chinh thtc sé vao dip cudi tuln tiép sau. Vao luc rdi rai ctua
ngay tha By, ching tdi di dao quanh ph6 phudng San Francisco.
Cau chuyén gitia chung t6i lai quay vé v6i Tuva. “Ta dén thu vién San
Francisco di’, Richard dé xuat. “Chac la thu vién nay cting dugc day”.

Nua tiéng sau chung t6i da t6i khu Trung tam hanh chinh, mot
t6 hop cdc toa nha kiéu Au chau bao quanh mét quang trudng rong,
vién bang nhiing ciy hat dé thudng thdy & Phap, dugc cat tia thit
dep. Thu vién d6i dién véi Toa thi chinh, noi da dién ra cudc hop
dau tién cua Lién Hgp Quoc vao nam 1945. Khi chung t6i budc lén
nhiing bac thém rong bang d4, Richard dat ra mot nhiém vu khé
khén: tim mot bic anh vé Tuva trong thu vién nay.

Khi xem hét danh muc sach, chung t6i hiéu ra rang kho ma tim
dugc diéu gi dé vé Tuva & day. Tuyét nhién khong cé tya dé nao vé
“Tannu Tuva’, “Tuva’, hay “Tuvinskaya ASSR”. C6 mot 6 vé Trung
A, nhung chi 13 vé nhiing noi nhu Tashkent va Samarkand.

Richard di vé phia nhiing cdi gia day sach d€ tim may cudn vé
“Siberia - canh quan va du lich”, con t6i thi loanh quanh 6 tai li¢u
tham khao. Cudi cung, t6i cham dung ban in ndm 1953 ctia cuén
Pai Bach khoa toan thu X6 Viét va tim thiy mot bai viét vé Kyzyl. O
gilia trang gidy c6 buc anh den trang - mot buic anh vé Tuva! - buic
anh chup “Dom Sovietov” — tru s6 hanh chinh mdéi ctia Tuva. Kién

truc cua toa nha nay cling c6 gi do giong giong Toa nha thi chinh
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ngoai quang trudng. Mot cai 6 tdé don doc do 16 16 & phia trudc,
nhung khong cé bong - ¢t nhu la né dugc vé thém vao tam anh vay.

Rat hdo htg, tdi tim Richard.

Ong 4y vin dang ban véi “Siberia — canh quan va du lich”, ngdi
bét trén san, doc mot cudn cé tén la Con duong tdi lang quén (Road
to Oblivion). Mot tua sach htia hen ddy. Tac gia 1a Vladimir Zenzinov,
ngudi da bi Nga hoang bat di day - khong phai mot, hai, ma la ba
lan. Hai lan dau 6ng da tron dugc, cho nén lan thu ba, chinh quyén
da quyét dinh tong 6ng dén mot noi that biét 1ap d€ khong bao gic
tron thoat dugc ntia. Cho du noi do héa ra khong phai la Tuva,
nhung Richard da bi cau chuyén cuon hut.

Cudi tuln tié€p theo chung tdi biéu dién Nguidi buén nga voi cho
moét khan phong véi khodng 15 ngudi — kho ma noéi la dong khan
gid néu tinh dén ngudi than va ban bé ctia cac dién vién. Buon vi
c6 qua nhiéu ghé trong, téi no6i, “Tinh canh nay lam t6i thay giong
nhu dn 6 mdt nha hang khong c6 khach”

“Néu mon dn ngon thi phong c6 van dé gi?” Richard dap lai. “Hay
ct choi hét minh. Anh ban, hay nhé la ching ta dang lam gi: chung
ta sdng tac va biéu dién 4m nhac cho mét vo ba 1é!”

bay la cong viéc khong binh thudng doi véi mot gido su vat
ly va mot gido vién toan phé thong trung hoc, nhung ching to6i
dang lam va Richard rat yéu thich cong viéc d6. Tuy nhién, 6ng rat
khong ua cai nhan xét cua Samuel Johnson! vé mot cha ché bude
di bang hai chin sau - “N¢ di khong dugc tét lam, nhung viéc né
di dugc nhu vay da du dé€ lam ban phai ngac nhién” - do vay trong

1. Samuel Johnson (18/9/1709 - 13/12/1784) — nha van, nha tho, nha stt hoc va tii dién hoc
ngudi Anh - ND



chuong trinh khong hé nhac dén chuyén cac tay trong la nhiing
nguoi ngoai nghé.

Mot thang sau, vao Gidng Sinh, cdi thong 1¢ tdng nhau dia hat
c6 thé doan trudc cta gia dinh t6i da bi Alan pha v&, anh ting
t6i may con tem hinh tam giac va hinh thoi tuyét dep cua nhiing
ndam 1930 ma Richard da ké. Tem in nhiing canh thét 4n tugng:
nhting ky si dang phi nuéc dai, nhiing cung thu dang quy goi
nham ban, nhiing d6 vat dang xoan vao nhau trong cudc dau,
nhting thg sin dang bian con mo6i ¢ tdm gin (du gi, ching van
la tem buu dién!), va rat nhiéu loai gia sic cing nhu thua hoang
tii cdo, chon dén bo Tay Tang, lac da va tuan 1oc. That kho tin
dugc la, mot sy phong phu da dang dén nhuong 4y lai c6 thé tim
thay & mot dat nudc nho nhu vay. Nhiing canh in trén tem nay
1a that hay hu? G vién ngoai clia mdt s6 con tem 14 nhiing hinh
vé rat la - ki€u nhu nhiing cdi mit na trong vit hoi — va cac chi
“Posta Touva’, dugc danh van giong nhu vung lanh tho nay da
tiing la thudc dia ctia Phap.

Trong ky nghi Gidng Sinh, t6i téi thu vién cia UCLA va tim thay
cudén Méng Co bi &n (Unknown Mongolia) (London, 1913) cta nha
tham hiém ngudi Anh Douglas Carruthers (trong do, Tuva dugc
nhdc t6i nhu la “vung luu vuc song Yenisei Thugng” va dén cu &
dé dugc goi la “ngudi Uriankhai”) cung ntia ta dau sach khac vé
Tuva. Téi mugn toan bo s6 sach nay. Trit Mong Co bi dn, tat ca cac
cuon khac déu bing tiéng Nga, thi ngon ngti dugc cho 1a khoé gép
doi tiéng Dric. Tuy nhién, cac cong thiic toan hoc dung cac chii cai
Hy Lap, con hé chii cai Hy Lap lai la co s6 cta hé chi cai Nga, nén
Richard da phién dich dugc mét s6 dau dé. Toi mua mot cuon tu
dién Nga-Anh bo tai dé€ c6 thé 1an tling tii mot.
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Mot trong nhiing cuén sach ctia thu vién UCLA c6 anh toa nha
chinh phu dau tién ctia Tuva - mot ngdi nha ghép bang cac cay
g0 — bén canh cé mdt can 1éu tron mau trang tuyét dep. Cé nhiing
cau chuyén téu thudng dugc ké vé viéc tong thong Tuva ngt trong
“cén 1éu trang” ay.

Mot cudn khac cé may buc anh vé Kyzyl. Toa nha chinh phu
mdi thi da quen thudc véi ching toi roi. Cac bic anh khac la try
s& Dang cua khu vuc, buu dién va mot khach san. Boi vi cac buc
anh dugc chyp tu nhiéu dia diém khac nhau véi nhiéu toa nha, nén
ching t6i da cé thé ghép noi lai dé cd dugc mdt phac thao ban do
vung ndi do Kyzyl. Trong cac bic anh ma chung toi da thay khong
btic nao c6 nhiéu hon mot chiéc 6 t6.

Mot btic anh mai vé sau méi lam t6i cha y: Shkola s6 2. Sau khi
suy ludn rdng c6 it nhét hai truong phé thong & Kyzyl, toi hiéu ra
rang ddy chinh 1a mot dia chi xdc dinh ma t6i c6 thé gui thu dén:
toi la mot gido vién, vay sao khong viét cho mot gido vién & Tuva
va hoi xem lam thé€ nao co thé dén tham noi do? Viéc hiéu biét
thém nhiéu vé Tuva la rat thu vi, nhung muc tiéu dich thuc cua
ching t6i 1a dén Kyzyl, ma t6i gid ching toi van chua lam dugc
gi cho muc tiéu do.

Toi lién lac v6i Mary Fleming Zirin, mét phu nt ma toi hay di
nhd xe khi con 1a mot sinh vién & UCLA. Khi dy c6 dang lam luan
an tién si vé tiéng Nga & trudng nay. Mary van nhd t6i va dong y
dich giip mot buic thu ngan cho mot “Gido vién” ctia Shkola s6 2 &
Kyzyl. Phu thém, tdi cling gtii mdt btic thu tuong tu dén Shkola so
1, Kyzyl, Tuva, Lién bang X0 Viét.

Sang mua xuan, sau khi mua boi 16i ctia trudng trung hoc cting

vGi trach nhiém huan luyén boi da két thuc, téi dén thu vién cta



Truong Dai hoc Nam California (University of Southern California
— USC) va lan hét toan b tu liéu nhép cu nhiing nam 1900 - 1950
dé xem liéu c¢ ai tu Tuva dén My hay khong. Tuy khong c6 mot
danh muc riéng cho Tuva, nhung cé mot s6 ngusi Mong Co va “cac
nudc khac” da dén My trong nhiing nam ay.

Chinh mdt trong nhiing ngudi “cac nudc khac” dy la ti Tuva
va da dén Los Angeles. Toi da tim dugc mot tdm bién xe hgp 1é va
da ddt n6 vao mot cai khung tu tao. Trén bién cé cac chi “Mongol
Motors” va “Kyzyl” kém thém & trén va dudi chii “Touva” It ra, mot
ngudi choi tem c6 thé nhén ra cac ky tu nay va sé nhan coi néu anh
ta thich tem cua Tuva.

Ciling & thu vién cta USC, tdi da tim thdy mot bai bao noi rang,
Kyzyl 1a “thanh pho nguyén ti” ctia Lién X0 - trung tdm phat trién
vii khi nguyén tt X6 Viét - vi Tuva la mot vung dat biét lap, bao boc
bé&i cac day nui giau uranium. Mot bai bao khac, dang trén Christian
Science Monitor (15 thang Chin, 1966) da viét:

Theo van ban chinh thtic, Tannu Tuva... da dé nghi dugc sat nhap
vao Lién bang X6 Viét. “Loi dé nghi nay da dugc chap nhan’, giong
nhu bén nam trudc dé nghi ctia ba nudc cdng hoa ving Baltic da
dugc chap nhan.

Con trong trudng hgp cta Tannu Tuva, viéc phat hién tri lugng
16n uranium, lan dau tién dugc tim thay ¢ Lién X6 trudc ngudng
ctia thoi dai nguyén tu, cd 1€ da lam thay doi vi thé ctia vung dat nay.

To6i nghi néu Kyzyl 1a Los Alamos ctia Lién X6 thi KGB sé chang
bao gi¢ tin rang Richard Feynman muén dén thim dia danh nay

bdi vi tén goi cia nd phat am nghe that la!
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Mua he nam 1978, sau khi thi dau & Gidi vo dich Lan gidi tri Nam
California hdang nam lan tht nhat tai Los Angeles, toi bay t6i chau
Au dé tham gia vio mot chuyén cdm trai § viing Balkans. Trong khi
dd, Richard dén gip bac si, than phién vé dau nhtc ¢ vung bung.
Va chang bao lau sau, 6ng phai trdi qua phau thuét. Béc si da ldy
ra mdt khoéi u ung thu ndng 6,35kg, kich ¢ nhu mot trai bong bau
duc, né ép manh than va 1a lach ctia 6ng. Richard da can toan bo
phan con lai cia muia he nam dé dé hoéi phuc stic khoe.

Khi to6i quay vé tli chau Au, van chua ¢4 tin tic gi tit cdc dong
nghiép cua toi & Shkola s6 2 cling nhu Shkola so 1.

Sang thu, mot nam hoc mdi bat dau, 1an nay t6i khong phai lam
huén luyén vién nita. Mot thay doi niia: cung véi bon 16p toan, toi
dugc phép day mot 16p vé dia ly thé gidi. Tat nhién la, cudi cung
thi hoc sinh ctia t6i cling dugc hoc vé mdt dat nudc nho da bi lang
quén, tén la Tannu Tuva, nhung con cé nhiing chuyén quan trong
hon can dugc ban téi: sy tan doc khtng khiép ctia ché do Khmer
do & Campuchia da bat dau dugc thé gigi bén ngoai biét dén; Iran
r6i loan, & do chinh thé Shah dang bi uy hiép béi tht linh Hoi gido
luu vong Ayatollah Khomeini; gido hoang John Paul I da qua doi
chi sau 33 ngay tai vi va dugc thay thé bang Hong y Gido cht Karol
Wojtyla ttt Ba Lan, gido hoang dau tién khong phai ngudi Italy sau
400 nim. G Trung Dong, Moammar Kadafi dang tic gian véi Anwar
Sadat vi da ky thoa udc Trai David véi Menachem Begin. (Vi thé, toi
phai giai thich vi sao, sach gido khoa dia ly viét nhiing nam 1960 lai
ndi rang Libya va Ai Cap cung lién minh chong lai Israel).

Maic du khong phai lam nhac cho vé ba 1€ nao vao nam 1978,
Richard va tdi van tiép tuc choi trong cung nhau. Khi ching to6i

no6i chuyén vé Tuva, cau chuyén thudng lién quan téi nhiing la thu



ma to6i da vi€t cho mdt trudng hoc hodac mot thu vién 6 My hodc 6
Anh. Nhung mét 1an, Richard 1a ngudi c6 chuyén dé ké: Ong cho
toi xem mot bai ngan ma o6ng tim thay trén bao Los Angeles Times
— mot bai loai chén thém cho day cot bao, chiém chi khoang 3 dén
5 cm - ké vé mdt buic tugng vang clia ngudi Scythia dugc tim thay
& Tuva ASSR, btic tugng mo ta mot thg sian, con ché ctia 6ng ta va
mot con lgn hoang.

“Toi c6 y dinh viét cho dai truyén thanh Moscow’, t6i néi. “Ho
c6 mot chuong trinh goi la ‘Hop thu Moscow’. Toi sé hoi ho vé buic
tuong vang ctia ngudi Scythia nay - rat c6 thé ho c6 mot bic anh
ctia no.

Vao dip nghi Giang sinh, t6i da t6i Washington, D.C. d€ gdp mot
ngudi ban cii thoi pho thong trung hoc. Trong thoi gian ¢ do toi da
t6i thu vién qudc hoi. O thu muc hé 16 mot moé vang nhiing sach
vé Tuva. Bdi vi ngudi ngoai khong dugc phép vao kho sach nén toi
da phai dua cho ngudi thu ky ca ta gidy to co6 ghi cac so dién thoai.
Khodng ntia tiéng sau, chi c¢6 sau cuon sach dugc dua dén cho toi
— sau cudn khac thi hién chua tim thay. Liéu con cé ai khéc ciing
dang quan tam dén Tuva?

Mot tht thu diing tudi bao véi toi rang, sach thuong bi d€ khong
ding cho nén viéc chi tim thay sau trong mudi hai cuén cing la
chuyén thuong.

Vé that vong ctia t6i tan bién khi tdi xem nhiing cuon da dugc
tim thdy. Trong s6 ching c6 ba cudn thuc sy la nhiing vién ngoc
quy. Tht nhét la cuén ti dién Cum tu va thanh ngti Tuva-Mong
C6-Nga, kich ¢4 bo tui. Vién ngoc thi hai 16n hon - cuén ctaa Otto
Mainchen-Helfen, c6 tua dé Reise ins asiatische Tuwa (Hanh trinh dén

Tuva, chau A). Nhiing btic anh trong cudn sach nay trong giéng nhu
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& cac con tem buu dién ndi tiéng ctia Tuva thoi nhiing ndm 1930.
Vi cudn sach dugc xuit ban nam 1931 nén diéu nay la cé thé hiéu
dugc. (Thuc ra, sau nay khi nhin lai nhiing con tem ctia minh, toi
nhdn thay 13, buc anh trén con tem hinh thoi gid 3 kopek ctia ndm
1936 gidng nhu da dugc ldy thang ra tii cudn sach cia Ménchen-
Helfen, chi c6 diéu la n6 da dugc quay nguogc lai.)

Cac btic anh trong cudn sach ctia Otto Manchen-Helfen Hanh trinh dén Tuva,

chdu A (Berlin, 1931) lam chung t6i nh¢ vé nhiing con tem buu dién ndi tiéng



ctua Tuva thoi nhiing nam 1930. Trong mot trudng hgp, moi lién quan 1a truc
ti€p hon thoat tudng (Pugc su cho phép ctia TS. Anna Maenchen)

Khi nhin vao doan dau tién cta Hanh trinh dén Tuva, chdu A,
nhiing ndm thang kho s& véi mon tiéng Duic thoi phd thong trung hoc
cua toi cudi cung cliing dugc dén dap: toi da co thé theo sat dé€ hiéu
dugc noi dung co ban (Loi dich dudi day la caa anh trai toi, Alan.)

Mot nguoi dan 6ng Anh lap di ki€u nhu Jules Verne, dugc yéu
quy nhu mot vi anh hung, da di téi khap thé gidi véi muc dich
duy nhat la dit mot tang da ky niém & diém gitia ciia moi chau
luc: “Toi da & day, tai di€ém chinh gitia cua chau luc vao ngay nay”
- va ngay thang. Khi chau Phi, Bac va Nam My déu da c6 tang da
nhu vdy, ong ta lén k& hoach dit ti€p hon da ky niém & trai tim
ctia chau A. Theo tinh todn ctia 6ng thi diém can dén nam trén
bo song Yenisei thugng thudc ving Urianghai ctia Trung Quoc.
La moét ngudi choi thé thao giau co, ran chac (nhu nhiéu ké ngoc
nghéch), 6ng da ding cam vugt qua moi kho khéan va dat dugc
muc dich clia minh. Téi nhin thdy tang da &y vao mua he 1929.
N6 ndm & Saldam, thudc Tuva (trudce kia goi la Urianghai), mot
nudc cong hoa ctua nhiing ngudi chan gia stic, nam gitia Siberia,
day nui Altai va sa mac Gobi: ving d4t chau A kho t6i nhit dai
v6i nhitng ngudi chau Au.

Viay la da c6 ai do6 cling tling tim ki€ém Tuva — ching t6i c6 mot
nguoi ban tam giao tu thé ky 19!

Vién ngoc thu ba & Thu vién Qudc hoi la mdt cuon nhd va mdng,
kiéu nhu sach hudng dan du lich bang tiéng Nga. Tt nhiing biéu do va
cac con s0, toi c6 thé nhan ra cudn sach noéi nhiéu vé tang san lugng

ctia cai nay va cai kia - kiéu “tién bd xa hoi cht nghia” thudng thay.
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Con cb cd mot ban do Kyzyl véi hinh vé ctia nhiéu toa nha. Ngay lap
ttic toi nhan ra toa nha chinh pht méi, tru sé Bang khu vuc, buu dién
va khach san; c6 ca mot nha hat kich. Mot dudng xe dién banh hoi
chay thing tii sdn bay vé trung tim thanh phd. Toi sao chup lai tdm
ban do d€ Richard co6 thé xem khi t6i quay lai California.

Trong cuon sach nhd con cé6 mdt tdm ban do phac thao ca dat
nudc, trén c6 hinh cta rat nhiéu loai dong vat: & phia dong bac cé
cdo va tuan loc; phia nam co lac da va phia tay 1a bo Tay Tang - tat
ca trong pham vi 150 dam quanh Kyzyl. Téi nghi, hé dong vat ¢ day
that da dang. Co 1, Tuva hién hiiu trén nhiing con tem cua nam
1936 va trong cudn sach cua Méanchen Helfen van con c6 thé tim
thdy & dau dé gan Kyzyl ngay nay.

La mot khach tham, t6i khong dugc mugn sach cua thu vién
Quodc hoi; rdi toi sé phai ddt muon chung qua thu vién cua dia
phuong minh. Vé6i tam trang bat an, t6i danh trd chung lai cho thu
thu, rat c6 thé khong bao gio tim lai dugc nia.

Khi t6i quay lai California va xem qua thu tt, thi thay c6 thu
phan hoi ctia dai phat thanh Moscow: tuy ho khong cé thong tin
gi vé buc tugng bang vang cta ngudi Scythia tim thdy & Tuva, ho
da cho biét la, Tuva sé dugc dé cdp dén trong chuong trinh hang
tudn “Vong quanh Lién X0” vao ngay 17 thang Giéng, nghia la chi
vai tuan ntta. Toi nghi, that may 1a chung t6i da viét cho ho dung
lac - t6i khong hay nghe dai Moscow nén néu khong biét trudc thi
chac chan la sé bo 16 chuong trinh &y.

Ngay 3 thang Giéng, hai tuan trudc khi c6 chuong trinh vé Tuva,
toi do tim xem & tan s nao thi nghe dugc “Vong quanh Lién X6~
r6 nhét. Phat thanh vién néi, “Chuong trinh tuan nay giéi thiéu

vé Kamchatka...”



Tuan sau t6i lai vao chuong trinh do. Lan nay phat thanh vién
no6i: “Chuong trinh tuan nay gidi thiéu vé Cong hoa Xa hoi Chu
nghia X6 Viét Moldavi...”

Vao ngay 17 thang Giéng, sau biia t6i, Richard dén. Chung t6i
choi trong mot luc. Reng! dong ho hen giG cta toi kéu 1én - 9 gio 64,
mudi lam phut nita chuong trinh sé bat dau. Toi bat radio séng ngan
va chinh vé tan s6 ctia dai phat thanh Moscow. Tin hiéu rat manh.

Trong luc phat thanh vién doc ban tin, téi mé ban dé nodi do
Kyzyl ma t6i da sao chup dugc ¢ Thu vién Quoc hoi. Trén san nha,
chung toi trdi mén qua Gidng Sinh ma Alan da tdng téi - mot tdm
ban do l6n chi tiét cta Tuva (Ban do khong luu tac chién E-7) do
Cuc Ban d6 qudc phong My (U.S Defense Maping Agency) an hanh,
trén dé co cac duong binh do, cdc mau thuc vat, ho, song, dap va
— bé&i vi ban d6 nay cht yéu danh cho phi cong - ca do chénh léch
gitia phuong bac la ban va phia bac thuc sy, do dai va huéng cua
cac dudng bang san bay, vi tri va d§ cao ctia cac thap phat thanh.

ba dén gio bat dau chuong trinh nén t6i bat may ghi am. Phat
thanh vién noi, “Cht dé ctia chuong trinh tuan nay do thinh gia
Ralph Leighton & Altadena, California dé xudat. Hom nay chung ta
sé tGi thim Tuva, ndm & trdi tim clia chau A..”

“Tuyét voi! Ho lam cd mot chuong trinh cho chung ta!” Richard
thot lén.

DPa phan chuong trinh la nhiing gi t6i da tim thay trong cuon
Dai Bdch khoa toan thu Lién X6 & thu vién San Francisco — nhung
tén ctia mot s6 tinh da bi doc sai, va mot s6 chi dan chua chinh xéc.
Nhung r6i c6 mdt cau chuyén ma chung t6i chua tling nghe: trudc
day, nguoi dan dia phuong da tling lam 4o khodc va ting bang mot

loai vat liéu c6 tén asbestos (ma nhu sau nay toéi dugc biét thi theo
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tiéng Tuva c6 nghia la “sgi len nui”), n6 cho phép ho nhay mua trén
than nong - qua d6 biéu hién quyén nang phi thudng ctia minh.

Roi dén dudng 16i ctia Dang vé viéc Tuva da gia nhap Lién X0
ndm 1944 nhu thé nao, cling nhu moi sy déu tot dep dudi thai xa
hdi chu nghia ra sao. Cu6i cung, ngudi dan chuyén néi, “Mac du
trong qua khu Tuva da tling bi c6 lap v6i thé gidi bén ngoai, ngay
nay con dudng dén véi vung dat nay khong con khé khén gi nia:
Ban c6 thé dé dang bay thang tit Moscow dén Kyzyl”,

Phat thanh vién mdt lan niia nhac dén tén t6i trong nhac hiéu
két thuc chuong trinh. Ching téi suéng mé di.

“Dén Tuva rat dé!” Richard néi. “Chinh ho da néi thé!”

Chung t6i ngay lap ttic ban thao mot 14 thu gtii dai truyén thanh
Moscow, toi dé xuit rang Altadena va Kyzyl két nghia thanh phd
chi em, nhung Richard can ngay va nhac t6i vé muc dich ctia ching
toi: “Tat cd nhiing gi ching ta nén lam 1a cdm on dai truyén thanh
Moscow vé€ chuong trinh nay, nhic lai viéc ho néi rang dén Tuva
rat dé, r6i nhao ho giup ta di dén d6”

To6i da phén khich dén ndi hdm sau ma ca bang ghi am cho 16p
dia ly cia minh nghe ma khong hé nghi dén viéc liéu c6 hoc sinh
nao bao véi hiéu trudng rang “Thay Leighton mé dai phat thanh
Moscow & 16p ctia minh”. (D6 1a ndm 1979: Chién tranh Lanh van
con dang rat cing thing, nhiing gi thudc vé Nga déu khong duge
don nhan, va gido vién van con phai ky vao ban tuyén thé trung
thanh.) Tham chi t6i con md& bang ghi am & cd cac 16p todn cua
minh. Trong s6 hoc sinh cuia tdi c6 hai em ngudi Armeni dén tu
Yerevan, c6 biét chut it tiéng Nga. Bay gid, khi Tuva da la “dé dang
dén tham’, t6i nhao hai hoc sinh nay dich giup mét biic thu gui dén
“Khach san Kyzyl, Tuva ASSR’, hdi vé gia phong.



Vai ngay sau tdi vi€t xong la thu gui Dai phat thanh Moscow.
Ngoai viéc cdm on ho vi di lam han mét chuong trinh danh cho
minh, t6i da khuéch truong su thét rang t6i la mot gido vién dia ly,
va bay gio thi tit ca hoc sinh cta toéi déu da biét vé Tuva. Sau do toi
goi lai v6i Dai phat thanh Moscow rang theo chuong trinh cua ho
thi Tuva “rat dé dén tham”, r6i dam hoi: “Liéu toi c6 thé dén tham
Tuva dugc khong?” (Cho la, mot khi thay gido dia ly da dugc phép
thi cé thé bo sung mot gido su vat ly sau).

Toi hiéu van dé ma ching tdi sé gdp phai: sau chuyén tham Tuva cua
chung t6i, Dai phat thanh Moscow sé phdng van chung t6i, chinh stia
lai nhiing gi chung t6i ndi sao cho chi con lai nhiing diéu c6 lgi cho ho,
du thé t6i cho rang do la cdi gia ma ching tdi cé thé tra dugc. Khong
ai nghe Dai Moscow c3, t6i vién ly do. Néu khong thi cac chuong trinh
vé Kamchatka va Moldavia han da dugc bat diu bang mot cdi tén cla
thinh gia nao do, nhu ¢ chuong trinh danh cho chiing t6i.

Trong khi ch¢ doi thu trd 16i ctia Dai phat thanh Moscow - khodng
thdi gian dugc danh dau bang vu ro ri phong xa & Three Mile Island va
cugc bau cti ctia Margaret Thatcher — Alan cho t6i mot trang copy tu
cudn S0 tay Phdt thanh va Truyén hinh qudc té, thanh thu cta nhiing
ngudi nghe phat thanh séng ngan. Hai dai Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk (trén
dao Sakhalinsk) va Kyzyl nam & tan s6 3995 kHz. Bdi vi dang la mua
dong, cac song tan s6 thdp hon sé truyén di dé hon & ban ciu Bac,
nén trong may dém t6i da dat dong ho bao thtc luc 3 gi¢ 55 phut
sang va bat dai & tan s6 3995 kHz, hy vong sé bat dugc tin hiéu cta
bai phat thanh Tuva va tram ID vao lac 4 gio sang.

Thudng thi t6i bat dugc mot tin hiéu thoi gian - chac la cta
Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk, bdi vi noi nay cach Los Angeles 5000 dam, nghia
la 1200 dam gan hon so véi khoang cach tti Kyzyl. (Tuy nhién, toi
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cting khong dam chéc, vi céc tin hiéu sdng ngan thuong nhay khoi
tang dién ly mot cach khong binh thuong.) Nhung c6 mot dém toi
bat dugc hai tin hiéu, mot yéu va mot kha manh. Tin hiéu yéu hon
no6i gi dé giong nhu “Rabeet Tivah” trudc khi nd bi cai manh hon
lan at.

Toi bat bang ghi am c6 “Rabeet Tivah” cho Mary Zirin nghe, c6
ay cho rang céc tu nay c6 thé 1a “Govorit Tuva” (“Pay la dai tiéng
ndi Tuva”), 16i m& diu ctia cac dai phat thanh bang tiéng Nga. Diéu
nay thoi thuc t6i glii mdt bao cdo thu nhan tin hiéu t6i Kyzyl.

Trong ldc t6i dang cang thang chd dgi cai phiéu QSL ti Dai
truyén thanh Tuva! thi nhan dugc ba cuon sach, gti dén tu thu vién
quoc hoi - cac vién ngoc da khong bi bién mat. Toi ngay lap tic copy
tting cudn bang may copy tot nhat ma tdi c6 thé tim thay, va nhanh
chong gtii trd chung vé Washington. Nha sy giup dd hao hi¢p cua
Mary Zirin, cuén Cum ti va thanh ngii Tuva-Mong C6-Nga da trg
thanh Cum tl va Thanh ngt Tuva-Mong C6-Nga-Anh.

Do 1a mot cubn sach nho hiu ich, véi cdc ménh dé nhu: “Toi la
gido vién’, va nhiing cau hdi nhu “Ban c6 tu dién tiéng Nga-Mong
C6 khong?” N6 con cho biét nhiéu diéu, nhu “Lam thé nao d€ mang
dugc nhiing tht can thi€t dén cho nhiing ngudi chan cltiu?” - cho
thay la nhiing ngudi chan ctiu 6 Tuva van con song kha biét lap vao
ndm 1972, khi cudn sach dugc xuat ban. C6 nhiing cum tii riéng
danh cho “trai xuan’, “trai he’, “trai thu”, va “trai dong’, cho ta muong
tugng la nhiing ngudi Tuva van di chuyén cling véi gia stic cia minh

ttt dong co6 nay sang dong co6 khac theo muia. Cling ¢6 ca bang chiing

1. “QSIL’ la biét tii v6i nghia “Toi thong bao da nhan dugc”. Dai phat thanh gti phiéu QSL
bdo la da nhan dugc thu cta thinh gia



cua su hién dai hoa: “Ban giy giong bo bang cich nao?” - “Ching
toi tién hanh thuy tinh nhan tao bang tay”

Ve cudc sdng do thi, cau hoéi: “Cé bao nhiéu phong trong cdn ho
cta ban?” dugc tra 16i la “Toi c6 mot can ho am cung”. (R rang day
la mot cht dé nhay cam, c6 1€ & Kyzyl con thi€u nha 6.)

Trong phén cé tén la “Céac co quan chinh pht va t6 chtic xa hoi”
c6 nhiing cum ti kha tha vi nhu: “Cac dong chi, toi tuyén bo cudc
hop bat dau!” - “Chu toa cudc hop” - “Chuong trinh nghi su cta
cudc hop hom nay” - “Lay biéu quyét” - “Hay gio tay” - “Ai khong
dong y?” — “Ai bd phiéu trang?” - “Nhat tri thong qua”

C6 han nhiing tu riéng vé “vat dan tOc” va “vat tu do’, vé “dua
ngua” va “dua ngua ban cung”. C6 khong it hon 13 tli va cum tii mo
ta vé ngua — vé ngoai hinh, tudi, chtic ndng va hanh vi. Theo tiéng
Tuva thi sy thanh lich bac nhit dugc mo ta 1a “day dan nhu dudi
cuu”. Clng c6 cac cum ti hiiu dung khac, “Liéu c6 thé nhan dugc
mot bd suu tap cac tdc phdm dan gian khong?”

Cudn cym tli va thanh ngt nho nho nay c¢6 hdn mdt phan vé
chao hoi, né ggi y cho chung téi vé viéc viét mdt la thu bang tiéng
Tuva. Khi chung toi viét dén phan thén cua la thu - choé “Téi mong
muon dugc dén tham Tuva” - thi chidng t6i bat dau tron ghép: cau
nay da dugc bién cai tii cau “Toi mong muon dugc hoi kién véi dong
chi §” két hop véi “Ho mudn dén tham nha hat”, thay “nha hat” bang
“Tuva”. Tuy nhién, viéc dé phai khéo 1éo. Dan dan ching t6i hiéu
ra rang tiéng Anh dugc viét ngugc lai so véi tiéng Tuva: tling tu
mot thi cdc cdu trén trong ti€éng Tuva sé la: “Toi dong chi S-véi hoi
kién-mong mudn t6i” va “Ho nha hat-tham dén-muon ho”. (Tiéng
Tuva dudng nhu cé tinh trang thtia dai tu nhan xung.)
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Né€u chung t6i can moét ti ddc biét nao do, khong c6 trong cudn
tt dién cum tl va thanh ngt nay, ching t6i sé dung cudn ti dién
Anh-Nga bo tui dé chuyén no sang tiéng Nga, r6i dung cudn tu
dién Nga-Tuva (mugn tii UCLA) dé chuyén tiép tii d6 sang tiéng
Tuva. Sau d6 chung tdi dung cac cuén ti dién ngugc lai, Tuva-Nga
va Nga-Anh dé€ kiém tra lai viéc chon tii ngii ctia minh. Viéc kiém
tra nhu vy thudng dan dén mot tii khac, va thé 1a lai phai lam mot
lua chon méi 6 khau tiéng Nga va/hoac ti€éng Tuva.

Khi viét xong, chung t6i da gom gop lai, tat cd khoang muoi cau.
Kem véi “To6i Tuva-tham dén-mong mudn tdi”, t6i da hoi xem liéu
c6 cuon tu di€én Anh-Tuva hay Tuva-Anh nao khong, liéu c6 cudn
sach gido khoa hay bang ghi &m bang tiéng Tuva nao khong.

Cuoi cung thi ching t6i da san sang dé gui kiét tic ctia minh di -
nhung gti t6i ai? Richard da dé€ y thay moét dong chit nho in & phia
sau clia cuon cum tli va thanh ngti: sach dugc bién soan bédi Vién
Nghién ctiu Khoa hoc vé€ Ngon ngii, Van hoc va Lich st ctia Tuva (tén
viét tat trong tiéng Nga la TNIIYaLl), & s6 4 ph6 Kochetova, 667000,
Kyzyl, Tuva ASSR - mdt dia chi chinh xdc, day dt véi ca ZIP code.

Khodng moét thang sau, t6i nhan dugc mot 1a thu tu Lién X0 -
khong phai chiéc buu thiép QSL t6i mong doi tii Dai phat thanh
Tuva, ma la thu tra 16i cta Dai phat thanh Moscow. C6 Eugenia
Stepanova viét rang, “Toi da goi dién hoi cong ty du lich va ho noi
rang, vi & Tuva khong c6 van phong, nén khong cé tuyén nao cho
du khéach nuéc ngoai dén ving d6”. Tuva c6 1€ la diém dén dé dang
déi véi mot Muscovite (mot ngudi Moscow), nhung khong phai doi
v6i ngudi My chung toi. (Pang 1é chung to6i khong nén tin tat ca
nhiing gi nghe dugc ti Dai phat thanh Moscow!)



Toi khong chuin bude. “Néu khong c6 van phong du lich & Tuva’,
toi bién luan, “thi sao khong lam cho ho phai mé mot cai 6 d6?” Toi

nghi ra mot k& hoach:

1. Toi viét mot bai bao du lich vé viing dat Tuva véi nhiing con tem
buu dién tuyét dep, lam nhu t6i da dén do (toi sé viét dusi dang “khi
nguoi ta dén day” va “khi nguoi ta dén dd”) va gtii bai viét cho nhiéu
tap chi du lich.

2. Mot tap chi du lich sé in bai viét nay, va sé chi cho doc gia cach
thu x€p mot chuyén di dén Tuva: “Lién hé véi cong ty du lich X6
Viét”. (Cung cap mot dia chi.)

3. Chung t6i sé nhd tit ca nhiing ngudi quen biét trén khap nudc
My viét thu cho cong ty du lich d6 noéi rang, ho da doc vé Tuva trong
tap chi du lich nay va muén cé thém thong tin.

4. Thé theo “yéu cau ctia dong dao khach du lich”, cong ty du lich sé
md& mot van phong 6 Kyzyl. (Ciing khong sao néu thuc ra chi c6 hai

nguoi sé dén Tuva, va van phong nay sé dong ctia mot thang sau da.)

Richard lac dau vi choang, nhung 6ng khong thé thuyét phuc toi
tt bo viéc nay. Toi viét mdt bai bao c6 tya dé “Chuyén di téi goc thu
ndm cua thé gisi’, va gui no téi nua ta tap chi du lich.

K& hoach chua bao gi¢ vugt qua dugc budc 1.

Van khong lui budc, t6i nghi: Néu chung t6i khong thé lam cho
cong ty du lich mé mdt van phong & Tuva, vay thi noi gan nhat da
c6 san van phong 1a & dau? Cau tra 16i: Abakan, 262 dam v€ phia tay
bac ctia Kyzyl, theo nhu tap ban d6 danh cho lai xe cua Lién X6 ma
toi 14y dugc & Bulgaria trong chuyén di cam trai & Balkans. Cong ty
du lich c6 xe cho thué & Abakan. Chung tdi cé thé lai xe tu d6 téi
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Shushenskoye, mot ngoi lang — nay da dugc ton sing - noi Lenin
da bi day dudi thoi Nga Hoang; mot 16i ré khoang 40 dam doc theo
duong dén Tuva. Chung tdi c6 thé dé dang bi 16 cho ré va chay xe hét
ga khoang hon 222 dam. Ngay ca néu chung t6i bi vuéng véi dong
xe tai, thi van c6 thé dén dugc Kyzyl trudce luc trdi toi — nhat la vao
mua he, khi mdt troi lan vao khoang 10 gio t6i. Tu Kyzyl chung t6i
c6 thé goi dién vé Akaban va noi rang ching t6i da bi lac duong.

Richard cuc luc phan doi cai ké hoach nay, bdi no la mot sy gian
déi. Hanh dong dudi mot chiéu bai gian doi 1a sai lam 16n nhat nhu
da viét trong cuon sach cta ong.

Vao mua hé ndm 1979, Jimmy Carter va Leonid Brezhnev ky
hiép udc SALT II. Trong thoi gian do tdi viét thém cac 14 thu bing
tiéng Tuva, lan nay gui téi Bashky (gido vién) cta Shkola (hinh nhu
trong tiéng Tuva khong c6 tii nao mang nghia “truéng hoc”), & cac
thi tran xa x0i c6 tén goi theo ti€ng Tuva, & d6 (theo tdm ban do
Cac dan toc X6 Viét ma toi tim thdy 6 UCLA) phan dong ngudi
Tuva dang sinh song.

Toi cling ti€p tuc cong viéc tim kiém & cac thu vién quanh Nam
California. Toi da tim thdy mot bai trén Thoi bao London (Times
of London, ngay 23 thang Mud6i mot nam 1970). Tac gia la Owen
Lattimore, mot ngudi da tling dén Tuva trén dudng di t6i Mong Co.
Anh ta han 13 ngudi phuong tay ddu tién dén Tuva ké tii chuyén
tham cta Otto Manchen Helfen, hon bo6n muoi nam vé truGe. Bai

viét cua Lattimore két thuc bang doan dudi day:

Va cu6i cung, chinh nhiing ngudi Tuva. Ho la nhiing ngudi quyén
rl nhat trong nhiing dan tdc thi€u s6 ma tdi da tiing gap & Lién Xo.
Hau hét v6i chiéu cao trung binh, ho thudng cé khuon mat trai xoan,



mii hoi nho 1én kha dep va thanh tu, va thudng ¢ mat hoi nghiéng.
Ho tao nha, vui vé va tu tin. Ho thich d6 4n va d6 uéng ngon, thich
giao luu c¢di md véi mot phong cach nhe nhang; nhung kiéu thtic hoc
van ctia ho, & nhiing linh vuc ma t6i da dugc lam quen, 1a chinh xdc va

nghiém tuc. Toi da dé lai trai tim minh cho Tuva va con ngudsi & day.

Tat nhién, t6i da lan tim dugc dia chi cua Lattimore & Anh va hoi
bang cach nao ma anh 4y da dén dugc Tuva. Lattimore tra 16i trong
mot btic thu viét tay rang anh da dén do véi tu cach la khach cta
Trung tdm Siberia ctia Vién Han lam Khoa hoc X6 Viét, va chuyén
di 4y da dugc thu x€p 6 Novosibirsk. Phai vai ndm sau t6i mdéi nhan
ra rang, 16i dap 4y cho ciu hdi ngay tho cta t6i da dugc gtii dén tu
chinh “Chua tr6i” — cht nhiém khoa Trung A hoc.!

Ngay sau day, t6i bat ddu nhan dugc 4&n phdm c6 tén la Bdn tin
Trung A (Central Asia Newsletter), gtii tii nudc Anh. Hoa ra, trong
qua trinh tim hiéu cta tdi § cdc trudng dai hoc va cao dang, ai d6
da dién tén t6i nhu mot chuyén gia trong danh sich nhiing ngudi
thudng xuyén dugc nhén tai liéu. Su hting khoi cua t6i lai dugc boi
thém bang mot btic thu ctia TS. Thomas E. Ewing & Dai hoc Leeds,
buc thu dugc bat dau bang, “That vinh dy dugc chao don 6ng dén
v6i Tuva hoc - chi minh sy hién dién ctia 6ng da nhan doi s6 ngusi
trong linh vuc nay”.

Mua thu ndm 1979, mét nam hoc mdéi lai bat dau. Mot 1an niia,
nhiing su kién qudc té€ nghiém trong da dugc thao luan trong 16p

dia ly cua t6i; Viét Nam tdn cong Campuchia va dudi tén doc tai

1. Owen Lattimore (1900-1989) 1a mot hoc gia va tac gia ngudi My, da séng & Anh tti 1963.
Nét ddc biét ctia 6ng la c6 quan hé tot véi Lién X6, Mong C6 va Trung Qudc (ca Bac
Kinh lan Dai Bic).
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di¢t chung Pol Pot di bié¢t xti; Tong thong Park Chung Hee cia Han
Qudc bi am sat; va vao thang Mudi mot, quan linh Iran da xam nhap
dai st quan My tai Tehran va bat giti hon 50 con tin.

Sau d6, qua mua Giang Sinh, Hong quan Lién X6 xam chiém
Afghanistan. Andrei Sakharov, nha vat ly X6 Viét ndi tiéng, ngudi da
thanh 1ap mot ty ban & Moscow d€ giam sat viéc thuc hién Hiép udc
Helsinki vé Quyén con ngudi ctia Lién X6, da cong khai lén 4n cudc xam
lugc nay. Leonid Brezhnev da day 6ng vé Gorky, mot thanh phd khong
c6 chd cho ngudi nudc ngoai. Trong mot biic thu dugc bi mét tuon
sang phuong Tay, Sakharov da kéu goi cac nudc trén thé gidi tdy chay
Thé van hoi Olympic, sé dién ra tai Moscow vao mua hé nam dé. Tong
thong Carter, ngudi xem quyén con ngudi la tam diém cta chinh sach
doi ngoai, da tuyén bo rang nudc My sé di dau trong cudc tay chay nay.

Budc sang nam 1980, Richard va t6i nhan ra rang ching t6i van
gidm chén tai ch6. V6i mo6i quan hé My-X6 xau di tiing ngay, chiing
toi hiéu 1a co hoéi t6i tham Kyzyl cia minh da troi tudt tii mong
manh téi khong ton tai.

Du vy, t6i van tiép tuc tim kiém sach vé Tuva & cac thu vién khu
vuc khéc nhau. O mot trong nhiing cudn sach do, t6i da bat gap mot
tdm anh chup & Kyzyl, né lam trai tim toi dap rdn rang: mot cot thap
cao v6i mot qua cau & phia dudi, dat trén mot cai bé c6 dong chi
TSENTR AZII, AZIANYNG TOVU, va THE CENTRE OF ASIA - 16
rang la dugc lay cam hiing tii ngudi ban tinh than ctia ching t6i, nha
du lich Anh lap di da dugc mo ta trong cudn sach ctia Ménchen-
Helfen. Toi dua cho Richard xem btic anh. Va c6t moc ky niém “Trung
tam chau A” nay da trd thanh chiéc Chén Thanh clia chiing toi.

O mét thu vién khéc toi cling tim dugc nhiéu thd: mot cuén sach

mdi ra, c6 tén la Cam nang Tuva, ctia John R Krueger, mét gido su &



Dai hoc Indiana. Cudn sach day thong tin - hon 75 trang vé dia ly, lich
st, kinh t€ va van hda Tuva - cling v6i mo ta chi tiét vé€ ngon ngii Tuva.

Trong muc c6 tiéu dé “Nghé thuat truyén thong”, chung toi bat
gdp nhiing dong thu vi nay:

Mot nét dac trung va dic tht cta &m nhac Tuva la kiéu don ca
hai giong hay hat “hong” thuong thay & nhiing ngudoi Tuva ban dia
va it thdy & noi nao khac. Ca si hat bang hai giong. Anh ta hat nén
bang mdt giong trdm nhung dong thsi kéem mot 4m cao trong tréo
dén bat ngd gidong nhu tiéng sdo.

Kiéu hat bang hong duy nhat ma t6i dugc biét la su bat chuée ky
la ti€ng cac loai dong vat kéu ctia nhiing ngudi phu ni Inuit & phia
bac Quebec, ma tdi da nghe dugc vai nam vé trudc trén dai phat
thanh Canada. Nhung, mot ngudi don ca ma c6 thé hat dong thoi
hai nét thi khong chi ky la, ma 1a duong nhu khong thé! Chung t6i
phai ty nhin thay - va tu nghe thay diéu doé.

Mot nhén xét tha vi khac trong Cdm nang Tuva la vé cach phat
am: “Cho du chap nhén thuat ngt ‘nhiing nguyén am thanh hav’
trong cubn sach nay, van khong thé nam bat dugc mot cach chinh
xdc ban chat ngli am cting nhu cach phat am ctia nhiing am thanh
ay”. Noi cach khac, tiéng Tuva la mot ngén ngii bi hiém dén mic
ma tdc gid chua bao gio¢ nghe thay.

Cudn sach cua gido su Krueger c6 néu mot vai vi du vé chii viét
Tuva, mét bang chu gidi thuat ngti Tuva-Anh, va mot danh muc
tham khao 16 trang, bao gom bang liét ké cac cudn sach viét bang
tiéng Tuva hién c6 & Dai hoc Columbia. Cdm nang Tuva da tré thanh

cuon Kinh Thanh ctia ching tdi.
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Vao cudi thang Giéng, toi thay moét buc thu la trong hop thu
cta minh: thu gti t6i “Ralph Leighton, 248 N. Page Dr., Altadena,
California USA 91001”. Téi nhin dau buu dién véi cac ky tu Nga;
kiéu nhu K, 61, 3, 61, chii U ngugc. Nhung t6i da hiéu, dola K -Y
—7Z - Y - L. Mot btic thu tu Kyzyl!

Toi khong voi mé thu, ma mudn dgi dén khi Richard vé nha.

T6i hom do, t6i sang nha Feynman, cdm thu trong tay. Richard
da rat bat ngo va hing khoi. Chung toi cing mé 1a thu.

Thu dé ngay 7.1.1980, ma chung tdi hiéu la ngay 7 thang Giéng
vi ngay 1 thang Bay thi chua t6i. N6 dén tii TNIIYaLl, Vién nghién
ctiu Khoa hoc vé Ngon ngii, Van hoc va Lich st Tuva, mdt dia chi
dugc ghi trong cuén Cum ti va thanh ngii Tuva-Mong C6-Nga.

Tat ca nhiing gi t6i c6 thé hi€u chi la tén minh, dugc viét & ngay
cau dau tién. Vi thé tdi va Richard di sang chd toi d€ tra ctiu cudn
Cum tt va thanh ngti Tuva-Mong C6-Nga. TUu dau tién cua 14 thu,
“Ekii’, 1a & cum tu thi ba trong cudn sach: né c6 nghia la “Xin chao”.
Véy nén cau dau tién la “Xin chao, Ralph Leighton!” Nhung ti€p theo
thi cudén cum ti va thanh ngi tré nén vo dung: cac cum ti dugc

sap xép theo chu dé, khong phai theo van chii cai.
“Du sao thi ching ta khong thé hy vong la moi thu sé dugc viét

ra giéng y nhu trong cuén cum ti va thanh ngt”, Richard noi. “La
thu nay dugc viét bang ngoén ngti Tuva dich thuc - chit khong phai

cai thi Tuva rém, nhu ctia ching ta”.

Richard l4y ra ban copy cuén tu dién Tuva-Nga, con tdi ldy ra
cudn tii dién bo tui Nga-Anh, cung véi cuén Cdm nang Tuva. Tung
ti mot, ching t6i gidi ma cau thi hai: “Nam méi véi!l” Vay, cau thu
hai cé nghia la “Chuc Miing Nam Méi

!))



Cau tht ba hi¢én ra nhu thé nay “Toéi Daryma Ondar dugc goi,
bon muoi ldm tuyét roi Toi”.

Chung t6i khong tai nao hiéu dugc “bon muoi lam tuyét roi Toi”

“Hay tudng tugng anh la mot ngusi Navajo song trong mot khu
bao ton & New Mexico’, Richard néi, bat dau cudi I6n. “Va mot hom,
chang biét tii dau ra, anh nhan dugc mot 14 thu ctia mot tay nguoi
Nga viét bang thu tiéng Navajo qua té, tay nay dung cuén cum tu
va thanh ngli Navajo-Tay Ban Nha-Anh ma ban cta anh ta da dich
giup sang tiéng Nga. Thé la anh viét lai cho tay ngudi Nga ay bang
tiéng Navajo dich thuc...”

“Chéng khéc gi, viéc doc tiéng Tuva dich thyc that khd’, tdi noi.

Roi dot nhién Richard ndi, “Roi! Téi hiéu roi: anh chang nay bén
muoi lam tubi”,

Rét hop nghia. N6 ciing giong nhu noéi, “Toéi da song qua bon
muoi lam mua dong” - mdt 16i noi thich hgp véi Tuva, mién dat
kep gitia Siberia va Mong Cé.

Chung t6i tra ctu lai cac tii dién. C6 mot nghia thi hai cho tu
“snowy” nay, né c6 nghia letnii trong ti€ng Nga — “mua he” trong
tiéng Anh.

“Mua dong, mua he, thi cé quan trong gi?” Richard néi. “N6 van
c6 thé ngu y la anh ta da séng bén muoci lam nam”.

R&i toi xem lai can than cudn cum ti va thanh ng. O cubi trang
32 ¢6 céu hoi “Ban bao nhiéu tudi?” Va & dau trang 33 la ciu tra 16i:

“dorten besh kharlyg men” — “bon muoi lam tuyét roi Toi”
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Chung t6i vui vé vat 1on su6t mot tuan mdéi dich
xong dugc la thu cta Ondar Daryma, tling tii mot.
Cudi cung, no 1a nhu thé nay:

Ctia ban viét 14 thu - cia ban doc 1am quen to6i. [Toi da
thdy 14 thu cta ban va doc né.] Bing tiéng Tuva viét - cta
ban vui vé day-1a-toi. [Toi rat vui 1a ban da viét bang tiéng
Tuva.] Tiéng Tuva ctia ching t6i tiéng Th6 Nhi Ky c6 lién
quan. [Tiéng Tuva c6 ho hang véi tiéng Thé Nhi Ky.] Ban
la thu dén? [Ban da nhan dugc la thu nay chua? — Mot cau
héi hoi la, chung tdi nghi, vi c6 duy nhat mot 161 dap.] Ai
tu 14 thu nhén ban? [Ban dang trao d6i thu véi ai?] Vién
chung toi tui 14 thu ldy ban? [Ban dang trao ddi thu véi ai
dé 6 vién chung t6i?]

La thu ctia Daryma ti€p tuc:
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Kyzyl thanh pho - trong sach cac cta hang la. Cac tu dién Nga-
Tuva va Tuva-Nga sach cd. Trung tam cta Tuva Kyzyl thanh pho.
Trung tim chau A noi thanh phé chiing t6i dep, sach. O day vai ngay
mdi trudng cta nd - do ngudi ta dit bo khong. [dich nghia tot nhat
ma chung t6i ¢ thé lam la: Khi da & lai trong moi truong Kyzyl vai
ngay, nguai ta sé khong thé dut di dugc.] Ching to6i - bang Tuva-Anh
tu dién sach khong. Ghi lai viét bai hat, giai diéu. Ban quan tim dén
diéu gi? Chung t6i téi thu tu viét ban.

DPoan cudi cung nhu sau:

Toi nay vién & Tuva vdn hoc truyén miéng dan gian suu tap viét
toi [Cau nay goi nhé - cum tu, “Liéu cé kha nang nhan dugc mot
tuyén tap cac cong trinh vé van hoéa dan gian khong?” Chinh nguoi
suu tam viét cho chung t6i!] Mudi lam ndm dang lam viéc van-toi.
Theo 1 thu viét ctia ban dgi dang toi. Sung tuc-16n cho-ban-véi ban
muon-toi. Lén-véi day-la-t6i. [Cum ti do & phan dugc ghi la “cam

on”: n6 c6 nghia la “T6i cam on rat nhiéu”]

Chung t6i da rat hting tha véi viéc giai ma 14 thu ctia Ondar dén
ndi trong vai tun khong nhén ra la, trong thu 6ng dy khong hé nhac
dén viéc lam thé nao c6 thé dén tham Tuva.

Khi to6i bat dau thu thap cau chit d€ dua vao la thu tra 16i thi
Richard 14t qua cuén Cdm nang Tuva. Bong nhién 6ng bdo, “Nay
Ralph, nhin déy: c6 mot cuon sach & thu vién Dai hoc Columbia,
tén la Tyva Tooldar, do O.K Daryma va K.X Orgu bién tap”

Toi nhin vao thu cta Ondar: tén day du cua 6ng la Ondar Kish-

Chalaevich Daryma.

Tyva Tooldar (Truyén Tuva), cuon cudi cung trong danh muc

tham khdo, dugc miéu td nhu mot dang “suu tap van hoa dan gian
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khac” Nhung véi chung toi, tac gia cta nd, O.K. Daryma, khong chi
la mot nha suu tam van hoa dan gian khac.

Mot vai tuan sau, 14 thu tra 16i cia ching t6i da dugc hoan tat. Toi
gi6i thiéu Richard v6i Ondar; chung t6i ké ra Cudn cum ti va thanh
ngl Tuva-Moéng Co-Nga nhu la c6i ngudn tiéng Tuva clia chung t6i,
va noi rang ching t6i rat quan tdm dén dia ly va van héa dan gian,
vién dan nhiing con tem nam 1936 v&i nhiing cén 1éu, gia sic, tun
16¢, lac da, bo Tay Tang, dau vét, dua ngua va ban cung. Chung to6i
hdi, “Tuva-& nhiing thd nay van ngay nay con?”

Roi chiing t6i nhac dén cach hat “hong” ky bi bang cai tén riéng
Tuva ctia n6, hoomei, va hoi liéu cé chang cac bang thu am. La thu
cua Ondar c¢6 viét “Ghi lai viét bai hat, giai di¢u” nén chung t6i nghi
1a minh c6 thé nhan dugc cau phan hoéi tich cuc cho ciu hdi nay.

Richard viét phan bd sung cua riéng o6ng vao la thu cta ching
toi, ké rang 6ng da thay cudn sdch ctia Daryma trong danh muc ctia
thu vién Pai hoc Columbia & New York. Dudi tén minh, Richard vé
cai hoa van ma 6ng da thdy & mot cuon sach vé Tuva.

Chung t6i gui la thu di vao gitia thang Hai, hy vong la sé nhén
dugc thu hoi am sém hon lan trudce: 1a thu dau cta chung téi mat
gan mot ndm mdi co trd 16i!

“Toi khong hiéu do ddu ma chidm tré thé”, t6i n6i “Thu cua Ondar
dén ta chi mat ba tudn; ching 1é thu cta ta dén chd 6ng 4y lai mat
t6i chin thang?”

“C¢ 1é Ondar da mét dén chin thang d€ hi€u chung ta dang mudn
noi gi’, Richard noi.

To6i mim cudi, roi nghi vé chuyén gi do. “Nay, toi biét roi: do la
FBI. Day, cai phong bi nay dugc gti t6i Kyzyl, ‘thanh pho nguyén tu’
cua Lién X0, nén FBI da m& no ra. Chii bén trong dugc viét bang



chii cdi Nga, nhung khong phdi tiéng Nga - n6 han phai la mot loai
mat ma nao dé. Mat chin thang dé FBI hiéu ra rang la thu dugc viét
bang cai thi tiéng Tuva chap v&”

Khi mtia xuidn nhudng chd cho mua hé nam 1980, viéc My
tdy chay Olympic Moscow nhac nhé ching t6i mét cach bat nha
rang gidc mo tham Tuva clia chdng t6i sé khong sém tré thanh
hién thuc.

Vao mua thu t6i bat ddu mot hgp dong giang day méi & mot ngoi
trudng khac ctia Pasadena (lan nay khong c6 16p dia ly). Nhiing
budi choi trong hang tuan xen gitia bang nhiing cau chuyén khoi
hai cua Richard tiép tuc mang lai cam giac that dé chju. Mt tran
Tuva hoan toan tinh lang.

Thang Chin ndm 1980, Ronald Reagan dugc bau lam Tong thong.
Chién dich vin dong ctia 6ng day nhiing tuyén bo ctling ran, chu
yéu la chdng Lién X4. Dip 1€ Ta on, tdi dot nhién cé y tudng la co
héi tham Tuva ctia ching t6i khong nhat thiét lién quan tric tiép
v6i su 4m 1én clia quan hé My-X0; co hdi clia ching toi rat ¢ thé
lién quan nguoc lai: néu moi quan hé gitta My va Lién X0 xau thé,
thi sao khong gép phén céi thién n6 bang chinh chuyén di Tuva!

Toi viét thu cho Dai phat thanh Moscow, TASS (hang thong tan
cua Lién X0) va Intourist (hang du lich cua Lién X0) noéi ring, Tuva
1a mot noi vo cling hdp dan va dé xuét rang, tdi sé viét mot bai
vé vung dat nay cho National Geographic hoac Geo. Va, tat nhién,
Richard sé di cling t6i nhu mét nhi€p anh gia.

Intourist da trd 16i ngay: “Cam on 6ng vé 1 thu lich 1am va rat
tha vi. Chung t6i rat 14y lam tiéc phai thong bao véi 6ng rang, noi
ma O6ng quan tdm nam ngoai cac tuyén du lich cta Intourist; vi vay

ching tdi khong thé sap xép moét chuyén di nhu thé”. Dai phat thanh
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Moscow tra 16i mudn hon va khuyén t6i nén lién lac vé6i Intourist.
Con, TASS thi khong hé phan hoi.

Khi nam 1980 khép lai, John Lennon bi giét & New York. Nam
muoi hai con tin My van con & Iran, dd hon mot nam ké ti ngay ho bi
bat giti. Quan doi Lién X6 ky niém ndm dau tién ctia ho & Afghanistan.
Mac cho cac quan hé qudc t€ am dam, Richard va t6i ti€p tuc c6 gang
duy tri méi lién hé véi Tuva. Chung t6i da gui cho Ondar mot tap anh
vé California va chic 6ng &y mot nam mdi hanh phuc.

Thang Giéng nam 1981 da chinh thtic mang Ronald Reagan vao
vian phong Téng théng & Nha trdng, nhung no6 lai chang mang dén
cho tdi buc thu nao tu Kyzyl nhu nam trudc. Nghi vé Ondar Daryma,
Richard va t6i nhé t6i cudn sach ctia 6ng ay, Tyva Tooldar. Mot hai
ngay sau, thu vién Caltech gti téi Dai hoc Columbia yéu cau dugc
mugn mot cudn sach cu thé bang tiéng Tuva.

Vai tuan sau, nhdn dugc cuén Tyva Tooldar, chung toi ngay lap
ttic copy no, va chon trong dé6 mot truyén pht hgp dé€ dich. Trong
mudi tdm cau chuyén cé thé lya chon; ching to6i bat dau véi cau
chuyén ngan nhat - mot trang - c6 tiéu dé “Tarbagan bile Koshkar”
(“Con mac-mot va chu ctiu duc”). Chung t6i thdm chi khong thé
lam r6 ngay cau dau tién. Sau doan dau, dudng nhu cé mot doan
hoéi thoai gitia hai con vat vé “su ton tai” va “lay cac thd” tu khu
riing. Chung t6i dau hang.

Céu chuyén ngan nhat tiép theo - mot trang rudi - cé tén la
‘Kuskun bile Ugii” (“Con Qua va con Cu dai). Cdi tén nay tac dong
manh 1én b nhé cua t6i; téi da tling nhin thay mot con cu dai Siberi
¢ vuon tha Los Angeles.

Céau chuyén bat dau biang cum tu “Shyian am’, dich ngang la
“Vay la bay gi¢”.



“Nghe v6 nghia 1am’, t6i noi.

Richard nhin vao cum tt khéi dau ctia cac cau chuyén Tuva khac.
Mot ntia ching bt ddu bing cum tit “Shyian am” hodc “Shyian”. Ong
bao, “Co 1é day 1a mot cach mao dau ciu chuyén pho bién & Tuva.
Gia nhu ta tra cum ‘ngay xtia ngay xua, tiing ch@ mot — thi no sé
tré thanh ‘ngay xta, ‘ngay, xua’ va ‘mot quang thoi gian bat dinh
khi d6 moi chuyén dién ra’ “Vay la bay gid’ cling cé nghia y nhu thé”

Chung t6i chuyén sang céu ti€p sau. N6 la “Xa vé trude rat lanh
lau 1am r6i moi tht cach nay”

Céau chuyén vé con qua va con cu dai c6 vé dé giai ma hon (it
nhat la chung tdi nghi vdy); chung toi chi mat dau khodng hai muoi
gio, trai ra trong vai tuan. Hinh nhu 1a, mét hdm con qua va con cu
dai gdp nhau trong rting va tranh bién nhau xem ai biét nhiéu “ngén
ngti” hon. Cua dai tuyén b6 minh biét chin ngon ngf, va thu bat chudce
tiéng kéu ctia mot dua bé va ctia mot con cdo. Qua tuyén bé sé hiiu
bay muci mot ngon ngii, nd bat chudc moi vét tu ga va kén kén dén
gia suc, ngua va chudt tui. (Chuét tui 6 Tuva gay ra ti€éng dong?)

Du thé nao di niia, hai con chim nay da goi nhau bing du loai
tén x4u xa cho dén khi chung chang con gi d€ ma cii nhau nita. Va
dé la ly do vi sao ma qua chi xuat hién vao ban ngay, con cu thi chi
vao ban dém.

Thanh cong trong viéc gidi ma cau chuyén Tuva nay da khich
1é ching t6i viét mot 1a thu nita cho Ondar Daryma. Véi nhiing tu
dugc chuyén thé ti cuén Cum tir va thanh ngii va tu 1a thu trude
cua Ong ay, ching t6i da hoi, liéu ong dy c6 thé doc thanh tiéng
“Con qua va con cu dai” va thu &m dé chung t6i c6 thé nghe xem
tiéng Tuva né nhu thé nao. (Nho dé ching tdi cling c6 thé dong
gép phan nao cho Tuva hoc bang cach gti bang thu 4&m cho Gido
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su Krueger, tac gia cia Cdm nang Tuva, r6 rang la 6ng chua tting
nghe thay ngon ngd nay.)

Chung tdi cling tu tin hon d€ bay t6 mong mu6n dén tham Kyzyl
ctua minh: ching tdi da viét mot cdu nhu thé nay, “Diém Trung tdm
chiu A nhiing ngay-vao moi trudng clia né-trong & lai thich-ching
t6i. Ong-tGi théa man 16n-véi gip ching t6i!”

Chung t6i da gui 14 thu di vao thang Ba.

Vai ngay sau, Richard goi t6i lai. “Nay, anh ban”, 6ng noéi, “ Kinh
do6 va vi do caa Tuva la bao nhiéu nhi?”

“Khoang 52° Bac va 95° Bong. Co6 chuyén gi vay?”

“Toi sap tham gia mot da hoi trang phuc. Nam nay quy dinh chi
dung cac trang phuc truyén thong thudc vung lanh th6é nam gitia
cac vi do 40° Bac va 10° Nam, va gitia cac kinh do 30° va 150° Dong.
To6i dinh chon mot bo ca sa Tuva”

To6i v6i voi cudn atlas. “Té qua, ho khong cho 6ng thém 10° niia’,
toi ndi. “Co mdt phan rat nhd ctia Tuva nam dudi 500 Bac”.

“Dung vay. Toi nghi, lya chon tot nhat c6 1€ la Tay Tang”

“Do 1a mot lya chon khong t6i; 4o ca sa cua cac nha su Tuva va
cua cac nha su Tay Tang chac la rit giéng nhau”.

Gweneth la mdt thg may gioéi - ba ay da may nhiing b y phuc
rat cau ky cho Carl va Michelle vao moi dip Halloween - thé la ba
tra ctiu cac tap chi dia ly quoc gia d€ tim mot bai vé Tay Tang. Ba
da tim thay ngay mot bai vé Ladakh, mdt ving Himalaya héo lanh
tham dam truyén théng Lat ma. Trang phuc Ladakh rat doc déo, véi
hai canh tai nho dai ra & hai bén ma. Ladakh, dugc day.

Richard dén mot cta hang ban quan trang phé loai va mua mot

vong bi nhd. Ong 16ng vong bi quanh mét chan ghé sofa g6 ma 6ng



da mua ¢ moét ctia hang dung cu gia dinh, budc quanh vong bi mot
cai hop bing thiéc, néi tiép v6i mot day xich manh. O dau day ong
treo moét vat nang (mot hop Coca-Cola ti xiu lay tu vong chia khda),
va thé 1a co mot cdi banh xe cau nguyén cua thay tu. (Vat nang 6 dau
day xich giup thay tu quay banh xe cau nguyén ctia minh - thucrala
mot hinh tru - bang cach lac lu ¢6 tay.) Mot vong quay ctia banh xe
tuong ung véi mot 16i cau nguyén bén trong — moét cach rat hiéu qua
dé hoan thanh nghia vu tam linh cia minh trong khi chan dat bo.

Richard muo6n banh xe cau nguyén ctia minh trong phai nhu that.
“Tim dau dugc may chit viét Tay Tang nhi?” o6ng hoi.

“Toi ¢6 ban copy cudn Trung Quic qua tranh bang tiéng Tay
Tang”, t6i ndi. (Toi da mua né & phd Tau cung véi cac ban tiéng
Anh, Trung, Mong C6, va Uighur.) Bi ap luc vé thoi gian, Richard
da chép ra mot ciu trdi ngugc hin véi 16i cAu nguyén, nd ngu y dai
loai nhu, “Mong cho b6 dudc dan dudng ciia Mao Chu tich chiéu
sang muo6n doi!”

B0 trang phuc 1a mét thanh céng I6n. Richard ké ring, khi 6ng
va Gweneth xuat hién & bta tiéc, mot phu nit da thot lén khong kip
thd, “Ladakh! Ong dén tit Ladakh! Ong dao dau ra bo trang phuc
nay thé?”

Vao cuing khoang thai gian 4y, t6i cing da mé rong tim mat cta
minh doéi chat. Mot vai ngudi ban Nhat Ban da dua t6i di xem Dersu
Uzala, m6t bo phim hgp tac X6-Nhét ctia dao dién Akira Kurosawa.
B¢ phim nay danh ddu mét su thay déi 16n so véi nhiing phim trudce
cua Kurosawa: thi nhat, né la phim mau, va thu hai, cau chuyén

Richard trong trang phuc

1. Mot hoa si ctia Pasadena, Sylvia Posner, da vé truyén thin btic anh ctia Richard trong b
trang phuc 4y. Anh den-tring biic tranh ctia Posner dugc trinh bay & trang 274
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Richard trong trang phuc ca sa Ladakh véi banh xe cau nguyén.

3 - 47



khong xay ra ¢ Nhat ma & mién dong Siberia. Thém ntia, khong cé
su tham gia ctia ngdi sao Toshiro Mifune, thay vao do la cac dién
vién X0 Viét. Dersu Uzala da doat giai thudng ctia Vién Han 1lam
dién anh cho phim nudc ngoai xuit sic nhat nam 1975.

B¢ phim ké vé mot nhom khao sat, vé ban do bién gidi Nga-Trung
vao khoang thai gian trudc thém thé ky 20. May chang linh Nga
luc ludng va hoat bat bat gdp Dersu, mot thg san nho tho, nguoi da
qué trach may anh linh nay vé hanh vi phéng dang cta ho. Trong
mot tinh canh rat dau budn, Dersu da ctiu mang song cta ngudi
doi trudng khi mot con bao khing khi€p can quét suét dém trén
mot cdi ho dong bang.

V6i cai dau suy nghi don chiéu, tbi tudng tugng ngay rang Dersu
la mot ngudi Tuva, mac du by phim da cho biét, anh ta dén tii bd
toc “Goldi”!

Ngay sau bu6i xem phim hoanh trang ay, Mary Zirin da gui cho
toi tén mot cudn sach ma c6 da nhin thay trong mdt tdp quang céo
sach cua nha xuat ban Dai hoc Cambridge: cudn Nhiing nguoi du
muc Nam Siberia. Co ay biét rang cudn sich viét vé Tuva vi tén tiéng
Nga ctia nd la: Istoricheskaya etnografiya tuvinstev (Dan toc hoc lich
st cta ngudi Tuva). Tac gia 1a Sevyan Vainshtein. Chuing t6i ngay
lap ttic ddt mua cudn sach do.

Bia trudc clia cuon sach trinh bay anh cia moét ngudi dan ong
khoac 4o thung dai, diing canh mot con ngua nho dom trang. O bia
sau la dnh cuta téc gid dung cing ba ngudi Tuva bén ngoai mat cai

1. Trong khi am tham luc hét cac gid cta thu vién cong cong San Francisco bi sap do
dong dat d€ tim cudn sach ma Richard thich (Con dudng tdi Lang quén cta Vladimir
Zenzinov) t6i da bat gdp & cung day cudn Dersu the Trapper cua Vladimir K. Arsenev
(New York, 1941). Phim cua Kurosawa dua trén cuon sach nay.
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léu tron. Mot trong may ngudi Tuva nay doi ma 16ng va mdc mot
cdi 40 choang bang da cc tay, treo lung lang hang ta day thiing day
chao. Mot tay 6ng ta (hodc cling c6 thé 1a ba ta - khuon mat chi
md md hién ra sau btic man cta cac sgi day ngan hon) nam mot
cai trong to 12 canh, trén cé vé cdc dom mau trang tri; tay kia cam
dui trong. Mdc du phan chu giai khong noéi gi, chung t6i biét do la
ai: mot shaman (phap su) — mot shaman Tuva dich thuc. Biic anh
dugc chup nam 1959.

Cudn sach c6 101 gisi thiéu khai quat cta nha nhan ching
hoc ngudi Anh, tién si Caroline Humphrey. Loi gidi thiéu bat

dau nhu sau:

Cé rat it (néu chua ndi 1a khong c6) nhiing tu liéu mat thay tai
nghe chi ti€t vé doi song thon da cua nhiing ngudi chan nudi 6 vung
sau nhét chau A dé doc gid phuong Tay c6 thé dé tiép can.... Cuén
sach cua Vainstein do d6 la doc nhat vo nhi trong linh vuc nay...

Trén thuc té, Tuva 1a mot hinh mau vé kinh t€ chan nu6i Trung
va Bic A. G6m mdt nhom céc thung ling cao § thugng nguén sdng
Yenisei, bon bé bao boc bdi cac day nui, ngan cach véi nhiing vung
xung quanh cta Siberia va Tay Bac Mong C& - Tuva thét biét lap, diéu
dé giti cho con ngudi & mién dat nay tranh dugc su soi moi tlii bén
ngoai cho dén tan thdi gian gan day. Nhung, moét loat cac nghién ctiu
thuc dia cua nhiing nha nhan ching hoc X6 Viét lam viéc tuong doi
doc 1ap vé6i nhau, da lam sdng té mot diéu ly thu rdng, Tuva 13 noi
giao tu ctia ba hé kinh té truyén théng quan trong nhét ctia Trung A.

Mién dat tuong doi nhoé ctia luu vuc Yenisei thugng nay cé hé
sinh théi rat khac biét, ndé ho trg (a) nén kinh t€ sin ban va chin
nuoi tuan loc & nhiing vung riing nui, (b) nén kinh t€ san ban, chan

nudi ngua va chan nudi gia stic quy mod nhd & vung riing trén cao va



Bia r&i sau
ctia cuén
sach Nhiing
nguoi du muc
Nam Siberia
ctia Sevyan
Vainshtein
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vao nam 1959
& Tuva van
con it nhat
mot Shaman
(Pugc su

cho phép cua  » " .
Vainshtein). d . - g







dong co, va (c) nén chan nuodi thao nguyén phtic hgp phat trién day
da véi nam hodc nhiéu loai vat nudi hon trén cac thdo nguyén cao
va kho & phia Nam va phia Dong. Diéu dang néi & day la, méi hinh
thai kinh t€ nay da dugc ghi nhan & nhiing cong dong Trung A khéc

v6i ngdn ngii, van héa va hinh thai chinh tri da dang va khac biét.

Cuon sach cua Vainshein la mot buic tranh chi ti€t hon ctia nhiing
con tem Tuva - Tuva ma Minchen-Helfen d3a dén tham. N6 dua
trén tu liéu ctia cugc di€u tra dan s6 nam 1931 do Nuéc Cong hoa
Nhan dan Tuva thuc hién nhan ky niém mud6i ndm ngay doc lap.
Cudc diéu tra bao gom rat nhiéu linh vuc, nhu s6 h¢ gia dinh, s6
nhan kh4u trong moéi ho, loai nha & cia moi gia dinh, nha & c6
dinh hay di dong, va van van. Noi dung diéu tra con cd ca cac hoat
dong kinh t€ nhu chan nuoi, san ban, trong trot, rén, lam d6 trang
stic, hay tac da va go.

Theo tién si Humphrey, cu¢c di€u tra dan s6 nam 1931 da lam
cho Tuva thanh noi duy nhét ctia chau A c6 dugc tu liéu chi tiét nhu
vay vé doi song trudc thai Xo Viét. Vi thé su doc 1ap ctia Tuva khong
chi c6 1gi cho nhiing ngudi suu tap tem (chua néi dén ban than
nhiing ngudi Tuva), ma con cho ca nhiing nha nhéan chting hoc nia.

Dudng nhu con c6 mét ly do nita dé€ cudn sach ctia Vainshtein
tap trung mo ta Tuva vao nhiing ndm 1930 - d6 la nam 1944 Tuva
da trd thanh mot phan ctia Lién bang Cong hoa Xa hoéi chu nghia
X6 Viét “anh em”, va do do6 - theo quy dinh - khong con cach song
truyén thong nita. “Tuva X6 Vi€t la moét nudc cong hoa clia nén nong
nghiép tap thé héa quy mo I6n va cong nghiép hién dai”, Vainshtein
viét & trang cudi cta cudn sach. “Nén kinh t€ va vian hda xa hdi chu

nghia phat trién nhanh chéng”.
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That budn, chung tdéi nghi. Nhung c6 thé van con hy vong:
shaman & bia sau cuon sach ctia Vainshtein c6 thé van con song?

DPoan cudi cung trong cudn sach cua Vainshtein la mot diém gé:

Tom lai, t6i phai nhdn manh rang cong cudc phat trién xa hoi chu
nghia ¢ Tuva, cling nhu & cac nudc cong hoa khdac ctia Lién bang X6
Viét - cong cudc chuyén déi hét stc thanh cong tii doi song kinh té
du muyc sang doi sdng kinh t€ dinh cu - c¢6 y nghia lich st to 16n.
biéu nay dac biét quan trong véi nhiing ngudi, ma ngay ca gic day
van dang duy tri kinh t€ du muc va song trong nhiing diéu kién

kinh t€ - xa héi vé nhi€éu mat giong nhu Tuva thai trudc cach mang.

Nhiing 16i nay dudng nhu noéi rang, d€ trd thanh “Xa hdi chu
nghia” theo hinh mau X6 Viét, cac xa hoi & bat ky dau trén thé gisi
~ & chau A, Phi, My La tinh - khong nhat thiét phai kinh qua giai
doan tu ban. Nhung vi trang cudi trong cudn sach ctia Vainshtein la
trang duy nhat c¢6 nhiing 16i 1é khoa truong nhu vay, nén c¢ 1€ doan
cudi cung ay la cai gia phai tra dé€ cudn sach dugc xuat ban & Lién Xo.

Sau khi doc Nhiing nguidi du muc Nam Siberia, Richard va tdi ban
ve budc di ti€p theo ctia minh: mot buic thu gtii Sevyan Vainshtein.
Bai vi ching t6i dang rit that vong sau hon ba nam c6 gang tim
cach dén dugc Tuva, t6i cho rang btic thu nay nén la thu cua riéng
Richard, viét trén gidy co tiéu dé Caltech. Néu khong, Vainshtein
c6 thé xem nd nhu btc thu tii mét ngudi hAm mo nao d6. b€ dam
bao thém rdng Vainshtein sé xem xét buic thu mot cach nghiém tuc,
toi dé nghi Richard nén gti céd 16i chao dén mot s6 nha khoa hoc
Nga ma 6ng biét — dé€ roi ho c6 thé ndi cho Vainshtein biét ngusi
viét thu la ai.



Moi ching t6i viét ra nhiing gi ma chung t6i nghi nén dua vao

buc thu, roi gop lai, sap x€p, va stia sang. La thu nhu sau:

TS. Vainshtein kinh mén,

Méi day, toi dugc doc cudn Nhiing ngudi du muc Nam Siberia,
ban dich ti€ng Anh tu cudn Istoricheskaya etnografiya tuvintsev ctia
ong. Ong mo ta rit rd rang, rat chi tiét nhiing canh tugng ma toi
lan dau nhin thay trén cac con tem Tuva nhiing nam 1930 khi toi
con nho.

Niém dam mé Tuva cua t6i da hoi sinh vai nam trudc khi mot
ngudi ban day dia ly va t6i ban luan vé nhiing viing dat xa x6i biét
lap trén thé€ gi6i - va chung t6i nghi, thti hoi c¢é noi nao phu hgp
v6i cht dé nay hon trung tdm dia ly cia chau A! Khi chiing t6i phat
hién ra rang trong vong 150 km quanh Kyzyl c6 cac day nui va rting
tai-ga vé6i tuan 19c, cac thao nguyén véi ngua, gia suc, va bo tdy tang,
roi vung ban sa mac véi lac da, va trén tat ca la nhiing ving dat dy
c6 nhiing ngudi dan ndi tiéng Thd, nhiing Shaman/Phét tt, nhiing
ngudi hat giong “hong”, nhiing con nguai rat than thién, thi chung
toi da quyét dinh, “Day la noi minh nén dén tham!” Va, ti d6 dén

nay chung t6i luén co6 lam viéc nay.

Chung t6i da khong da cam dam dé€ noéi véi Vainshtein rang, ly
do thuc sy khién ching t6i muén t6i tham Tuva chinh la cach danh
van tén thu do ctia viing dat nay: K-Y-Z-Y-L - 6ng ay sé€ nghi chung
toi la nhiing ké gan d& dich thuc! La thu ti€p tuc nhu sau:

Chung t6i cho la, rat khé dén dugc Tuva, nhat la v6i mot
ngudi My. Cong ty du lich Intourist va Dai phat thanh Moscow
rat san long, nhung da khong thé giap dugc gi. Dudng nhu la
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khong mot ai & Moscow cé thé hi€u vi sao ching toi lai muoén
dén tham Tuva.

Sau khi cé dugc ban copy cua cuon Tuvinsko-Mongolsko- Ruskii
Razgovornik (Hoi thoai Tuva-Moéng C6 - Nga), chung toi da viét mot
btic thu bédng tiéng Tuva gui dén TNIIYalLl & Kyzyl, va da nhan
dugc thu tra 161 rat than tinh (cting bang tiéng Tuva) clia 6ng Ondar
Daryma (Tyva Tooldar, 1968); chung t6i da viét tra 161 ong ay, nhung
cho dén nay van chua c6 héi am.

Chung t6i hiéu rang, rat hiém khi mdt ngudi phuong Tay dugc
phép t6i Tuva. Vi ong da tling dén dé nhiéu lan va biét noi do tuyét
voi nhu thé nao, nén chung tdi nghi rang 6ng c6 thé hiéu dugc vi
sao ching t6i lai mudn dén tham Tuva.

Ong c6 biét cach nao dé chung toi cé thé thu xép mot chuyén
di t6i Cong hoa Tuva? Chung toi sé rat biét on vé moi 16i khuyén
ctia ong.

Xin hay chuyén giup 16i chao tran trong cta tdi t6i Gido su
V.B. Braginsky ¢ Dai hoc Moscow va Gido su V. L.Ginzburg &
Vién Lebedev.

Xin cam on 6ng mot lan ntia vé cuon sach giau chat liéu nhat vé

mién dat ky tha nhat nay cta thé gidi.

Chan thanh,

Richard Feynman.

Sau khi ching t6i da gui 14 thu di, t6i c¢6 chat lo lang vé viéc da

nhic dén Braginsky va Ginzburg: ho c6 thé té long “kinh trong”

Richard béang cach sap xép vai bai giang & Moscow dé ddi lay mot

chuyén di Tuva (d6 chinh xac 1a cach ma Richard khdng mudn dung
dé dat dugc muc dich cia minh), nhu thé sé dat 6ng vao tinh thé



khé xt, budc phai ti chdi cdi ma minh da mat rat nhiéu cong stic
dé thu x€p. Rat may la diéu dé da khong xay ra.

Vao thang Nam, da ngoai vat ly Caltech hang nam dugc t6 chtc
& vung nui bac Pasadena. Vi bo toi tling 1a giang vién, nén gan nhu
ndm nao toi cling tham gia da ngoai cho dén khi t6i dén hoc &
UCLA. Gic¢ day, khi toi da tot nghiép va dang day 6 Pasadena, toi
quyét dinh tham gia va lam quen lai v6i nhiing ngudi ban cti. Mot
trong s6 dd la Tina Cowan, con gai cia mot gido su vat ly. Toi da
huan luyén boi cho Tina cung v6i anh trai Glen cua co.

Hoéa ra Glen, gi¢ 1a sinh vién sau dai hoc vé vat ly & Berkeley,
da tling hoc tiéng Nga may nam & UCLA. Cau ta tham chi da dén
Leningrad dé€ hoc tiéng Nga trong sau tuin 1é. Tuyét vdi, toi nghi.
Glen c6 thé€ luc soat thu vién nghién ctu d6 s¢ & Berkeley. Hon
nia, cu ta c6 thé€ hiéu tét nhiéu sach tiéng Nga vé Tuva ma chac
la dang c6 & do.

Khi Glen quay lai Pasadena trong mot chuyén tham ngan ngay
vao thiang Sdu, t0i dd dén gdp ciu dy. Ching cin phdi ngoic tay
ngoac tiéc gi ca — Glen mé Tuva nhu electron mé proton. Cau ay sé
danh ca mua he & Vung Vinh dé€ lam viéc cho mét du an vat ly &
Berkeley va Stanford (mo¢t thu vién tot khac!)

Vao thang Bay ndm 1981, tong thong Reagan chon Sandra Day O’
Connor lam thanh vién ctia Toa dn Toi cao, con Hoang tu Charles
thi chon ti€u thu Diana Spencer lam thanh vién cia Cung dién
Hoang gia.

Roi vao dau thang Tam, nhiing nguoi kiém soat khong luu quoc
gia than phién vé diéu kién lam viéc khong chap nhan dugc, da
t6 chic dinh cong - lam gian doan nghiém trong cac chuyén bay
trén khap dat nudc. Téi da mua vé bay t6i Seattle, thé 1a toi da
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nghién chat ring, kién nhan cho dgi, va ciing da c6 mot chuyén
bay suon sé.

Khi dang tham me & Seattle, t6i da tim thay mét cuon sach tha
vi & thu vién Dai hoc Washington, ké vé nhiing chii khac giong nhu
chit ¢6 xua ctia nguoi Duc da dugce tim thay & cac thung ling thudc
Orkhon (Mong C6) va Yenisei — ctia Tuva. “Cac chii khac Orkhon
— Yenisei”, dugc viét bang chii Thé c6 xua, rat giong véi “chi rune”
(chit ¢6 cua ngudi Duc) thuong thiy & Scandinavia, xuat hién mudn
hon vai thé ky.

O thu vién Dai hoc Washington con c6 mét cudn sach vé nghé
thuat Tuva ctua Sevyan Vainshtein. Bia cuon sach minh hoa mot
con lac da khac da rat dep. Bén trong c6 mot sé mau vé nghé thuat
lich st, trong dé c6 mdt tam dong 16n tu thai Scynthia (thé ky 8
trudc Cong Nguyén) trén cé hinh con bdo cuén minh lai. Hai muoi
trang cudi clia cudn sach gidi thiéu thém cac tac phdm cham khac
da - bo tay tang, cdo, ngua, dé, ctiu duc non, tuan loc, va nhiéu
ntia - dudng nhu day la dang thic thé hién nghé thuat chinh cta
Tuva trong thé ky 20.

Con cé moét cudn sach khac vé cac ngay lé cua Tuva. Mot s
ngay 1€ gan lién véi am lich giong nhu & Trung Quoc va Mong Co:
¢ Tuva, Nam mdéi theo am lich dugc goi 1a Shagaa; 1€ hoi mua he
16n nhat dugc goi la Naadym. Ngay Doc lap ctua Tuva ciing la vao
mua he - ngay 14 thang Tam nam 1921. To6i c6 viia du thoi gian dé€
lam mot t6 roi miing ky niém lan thd sdu muoi ngay doc lap cta
Tuva, 6 mdi goc c6 cac hoa tiét Tuva, dong khung bang mdt chudi
cac ky tu Orkhon - Yenisein. Phan chu gidi viét, “Hay chic mting
su kién dac biét nay bang cach phui bui bd suu tap tem va atlas cit

va ndi ‘Duing lang quén Tuval’ Hay tim hiéu xem cdi gi dang xay ra



v6i Tannu Tuva bang cach tham gia vao Nhitng ngudi ban cua Tuva.
Khong can gtii tién, chi can nhiing 16i chao!™

Dip ky niém ngay doc lap ctia Tuva con khich 1€ t6i viét mot btic
thu t6i Bo ngoai giao. B&i vi chinh phtt My da khong thita nhan viéc
Lién X0 sat nhap Latvia, Lithuania, va Estonia, t6i luu y rang, con
mot nudce thu tu, cling da tling doc lap gitia hai cudc thé chién va
cling da bi sat nhap theo cach tuong tu: Nudc Cong hoa Nhan dan
Tuva. Toi hoi: “Liéu My c6 thtia nhan viéc Lién X6 sat nhap Tuva
1a hgp phép hay khong?”

To6i khong nhan dugc phéan hoi. Han 13, lyc lugng ting hd Tuva &
My khong dt manh d€ bat nguoi ta phai tra 16i cau hoi trén.

To6i bat dau xem xét ky hon cac ban d6 va qua dia cau & cac ctia
hang. Mot qua dia ciu ki€u con lgn dat tiét kiém & K-Mart cho thay
Tannu Tuva la mot nude doc 1ap; mdt cai man che bon tam c6 ban
do6 thé gidi & mot clia hang do tam thoi trang thi mo ta ving lanh
thé nay nhu mot phan cta Mong Co, ma chinh n6 lai la mot tinh
cta Trung Quoc. Nhiing ban do sai léch nay hda ra la c6 nguon
goc ti bai Loan.

Trang dau tién ctia cudn Nudc Cong hoa Trung Hoa: Sdch tham
khdo (in & Dai Bac) da noi moét cach chinh thuc:

Trung Quoéc nam & chiu A luc dia va cac dao lan can.... Diém
cuc dong ctia né la ¢ kinh do 135° 4’ Dong, noi giao nhau ctia cac
song Amur va Ussuri; di€ém cuc tay, kinh d¢ 71° Dong trén cao

nguyén Pamir. Piém cuc nam ctia Trung Quéc c6 vi do 4° Bac &

1. O thsi diém d6 toi da khong nhan ra, nhung véi to roi dy toi da khong chinh thic lap
ra mot t6 chiic ma no c6 thé tham gia vao cac cong viéc nghiém tic. Mdi ban gia nhap
Nhiing nguidi ban ctia Tuva hom nay.
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Nansha Chuntao!; va diém cuc bac & vi d6 53¢ 57° Bic tai day Sayan

bac Tannu Tuva.

Thong tin nay thuc giuc t6i viét thu cho chinh pht bai Loan
dé hoi tén cua dai dién Tuva, vi tat ca cac tinh ¢t cta Trung Qudc,
gdm ca Mong C6, déu co6 dai dién & Dai Bac. Toi da cudng lai viéc
héi xin visa dé t6i Tuva.

(Vai thang sau t6i nhan dugc mdt cuén sach mdng tlii chinh phu
bai Loan. To6i dua cudn sach cho mdt ngudi ban Trung Quoc xem,
anh ay tim thay Tuva - dugc goi 1a “Tang-nu U-Liang-hai” - & trang
cuoi, dugc liét ké nhu mot “thudc bang” dusi “cd” Mong Co. Toi
khong bao git tim ra dugc tén cua vi dai dién Tuva & Dai Bac, c6
1& la ngudi dy da mat tu lau roi.)

Khi t6i van con & Seattle, Glen gtii mot 14 thu ké vé viéc tim kiém
Tuva cua cau dy & Berkeley va Stanford. Glen liét ké nhiing cuén
sach ma cau ta tim thay, va tom tat ndi dung cta chung. Céu ay viét,
“Hoa ra la, thit kho c6 thé mé mdt cudn sach vé Tuva ma khong
thdy rat nhiéu 10i gi6i thiéu vé cai 6ng S.I.Vainshtein nay. Ong 4y
han 1a rdt c¢é uy tin trong nghién ctiu dan tdc hoc Tuva”.

Glen ctiing ké vé viéc tim thdy Uchenye Zapiski, mdt loat sach
chuyén khdo do vién ctia Ondar Daryma & Kyzyl xuat ban, né gom
“mot bd suu tap tuyét voi nhiing bai viét vé cudc song, ngdn ngi,
am nhac, dan toc hoc, kinh té€ dia phuong cua Tuva, va, tat nhién,
ca nhiing thong tin phan khich gan day nhat vé viéc ho xic dong t6i
chét ngat nhu thé nao khi ty nguyén gia nhép Lién bang X6 Viét”

1. Thét ra 12 quin dao Trudng Sa cua Viét Nam ma Trung Qudc tuyén bd chu quyén bat
hop phap dudi tén goi “Nam Sa quan dao” (NXB).



60 -

ROi cau ta viét,

Mdu thong tin duy nhét vé Tuva khong bang tiéng Nga 1a mot
cuon tiéu thuyét caa Salchak Toka, da dugc dich sang tiéng Anh, c6
tén 1a Chuyén k€ ciia ngudi chan ciiu (tiéng Nga — Slovo Arata). Day
la phan dau tién trong b ba tu truyén clia nha vin néi tiéng nhit
Tuva, va c6 1€ ciing la tac phdm no6i tiéng nhat cua ong dy. V€ mat van
chuong thi day la mot cuon sach do té. Su bam rat sat vao duong 16i
tuyén truyén chinh théng lam né tré nén dé doan trudc mot cach
16 bich. Cudn sach bao trum cudc ddi cta nguoi ké chuyén & ving
Kaa-Khem ctia Tuva tu khi sinh ra vao nam 1901 ro6i trai qua cudc
noi chién. (Han 1a da ¢ mot s6 tran danh va kha nhiéu hoat dong
du kich ¢ ving d6.) Cau chuyén di tu cudc song ctia anh ta trong
mot cdi “choom” bang vo ciy rach nat (gidng nhu cdi 1éu con cua
ngudi da do), ludn bi dan ap baéi nhiing ké cam quyén giau c6, dén
cugc gdp g6 dau tién ctia anh ay véi nhiing ngudi nong dan Nga,
nhiing ngudi ma anh ay cho 1a that than thién, tai gioi va am hiéu
ky thuat mot cach tuyét voi. Qua vai cu¢c phiéu luu, cudi cung anh
ta gia nhap mot don vi du kich Hong quan trong mdt tran chién ac
liét chong lai quan Bach vé. Sau moét tran chién, ngudi chi huy tép
hop céc ddng chi ctia minh lai. “Ong ta thiic ngya ra giia hang quan
va gio tay 1én: ‘Cac dong chi, cac dong chi da hoan thanh nhiém vu
mot cach xuit sac. Hay cho phép t6i biéu 16 sy danh gia rit cao cua
Hoéi dong Quan su Cach mang Siberia!” - ‘Chung ta phuc vu chinh
quyén X0 Viét!’ nhiing ngudi du kich dong thanh lap lai”.

Va nhu vay la két thic cuon thu nhat. Thuc ra, doc cudn sach nay
cling c6 cdi hay, n6 chtia nhiéu thong tin thu vi vé cudc song va lich
st Tuva. (Tuy nhién, phan lich st thi can phai c¢6 thém mot it mudi.)
Toi dang tim cac cuon hai va ba, nhung it hy vong. C6 rat nhiéu bai
viét vé Chuyén ké ctia ngudi chdn ctiu (phé binh,.v.v), va né da dugc
dich sang dau nhu 21 thu tiéng ctia cac dan toc thudc Lién bang X6
Viét. Toi thiét tha khuyén anh doc n6é néu nhu anh chua doc.
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Mot thai gian sau tdi nhan ra la minh da tiing nhin thay cdi tén
Toka ay. N6 & trong chuong dau tién ctia cudn Reise ins asiatische
Tuwa ctia Manchen-Helfen. Doan néi vé Toka va cac sinh vién thuc

tap cua ong hda ra rat hitu ich:

Kommuniscticheskii Universitet Trudyashchikhsya Vostoka imeni
Stalina (Trudng dai hoc Cong san Joseph Stalin cua nhiing ngudi lao
dong Phuong Dong - viét tat [a KUTV baéi vi nguoi ta chac sé hét
hoi néu phai phat &m day du cai tén ky quai nay vai lan) da t6 chic
mot cudc tham hiém vao nam 1929 d€ tim hiéu cac diéu kién va tiém
nang kinh té ctia Tuva. Truong dai hoc nay, nim & Quang Truong
Strastnaya cia Moscow, la mot trudng rat la. Phia sau mdt tu vién
16n mau do (quang trudng dugc dat tén theo tu vién nay) cé mot
toa nha hai tang kin ddo, noi nhiing “qua bom nguo6i” dang dugc ché
tao. Hang tram thanh nién phuong Pong - Yakut, Méng C6, Tuva,
Uzbek, Triéu Tién, Afghan va Iran - dugc hudn luyén & d6 trong ba
nam dé€ lam né tung nhiing phong cach séng xa xua von cé & qué
huong cua ho. Trong ba ndm, cac shaman bi bién thanh nhiing ké vo
than, nhiing ngudi sung bai Phat gido bién thanh nhiing ké sting bai
may kéo. Dugc cung cap xa phong, ban chai rdng va thu tiéng Nga
bdi, nhiing thanh nién trong saing nay — bi nhoi nhét bang nhiing tu
khoa truong va nhting khau hiéu cudng tin, nhu nhiing ngudi truyén
dao dé€ hoan thanh moi viéc - cé st ménh ddy nhiing ngudi dong
huong ctia minh tién thang vao thé ky 21.

Chi trong mot thang (vé thdi gian nay sé c¢6 chuyén dé ké), nim
sinh vién cung di véi téi dén Tuva - Sedip-ool, Toka, Tapit, Chinchig-
ool va Kamova! nho nhan va thong minh - da loai bo hai phan ba
dang vién ctia bang Cach mang ctia Nhan dan Tuva va chay nhu ma

1. Hai trong ndm ngudi van con song khi cudc phiéu luu ctia chung tdi bat dau. Sedip-ool
mat nam 1985; Kamova mat cudi nam 1988



dudi khap cac thao nguyén, tich thu tit ca vat nudi trén hai muoi dau
con cua cac gia dinh du muc d€ thiét 1ap cac dan lac da, ctiu, dé, va
gia suc ctia chinh phtt - mét cach thic that doc ddo dé xa hoi cht

nghia héa cac tiém lyc san xuat sia!

Trén duong tu Seattle vé Pasadena, toi da dung lai & Berkeley
dé tham Glen. Chung t6i quyét dinh di dén toa lanh sy X6 Viét &
San Francisco dé xem cac nhan vién & do cé thé ndi gi vé viéc téi
tham Tuva.

Chung t6i tim thady mot toa nha gach binh dan - véi ca ta anten
du loai & trén mai - nam trong mdt khu vuc kha tan thoi gdn mot
co s& ctia Quan doi My, cach Cau Céng Vang khoang mot dam.
Chung t6i an nut & ctia, thi€t bi kéu u U nhe nhe, va ctia mé. Sau vai
phut chd doi ngoai sanh, xem luét may cuén quang cdo du lich vé
Armenia, Georgia va Azerbaijan, mdt nhan vién lanh sy qudn dén
gdp chung t6i — mét quy 6ng dé mén & do tudi ndm muoai.

Chung t6i trinh bay nguyén vong muén dén tham Tuva; vi nay
biét Tuva & dau (phai chang, mot nguoi suu tap tem?). Ching toi
ndi v6i 6ng ay rang & do khong c6 van phong Intourist; thay vi dap
lai ching t6i bang nhiing 161 dac sét ban gidy (“Néu khong c6 van
phong Intourist & d6, thi r6 la cac 6ng khong thé dén dugc!”), ong
ay hoi, “Thé, c6 chang han mot vién nao d6 & Tuva hay khong?”

“A, co!” t6i thét 1én

“Dé la TNIIYaLl - Tuvinskii Nauchno-Issledovatelskii-Institut
Yazyka, Literatury, i Istorii’, Glen phat am mot cach hoan hdo cai
ngdn ngi rac roi ay.

“Chung t6i cé lién lac v6i mot thanh vién cta vién ay”, toi

thém vao.
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“Tot roi, vay thi”, vi nhan vién lanh st quan noi, “co 1€ cac 6ng
c6 thé dé nghi vién do6 glii cho mdt gidy moi...”

“Chi vay thoi sao?” toi hoi cé phan hoai nghi. “Chi mét 14 thu
cua vién dé?”

“Do la tat ca nhiing gi cac 6ng can”

“Tham chi khong can cai gi tit Moscow?”

“Khong can, moét thu chinh thic cta vién 6 Kyzyl gti cho ching
toi la du. Khi thu dén, chung t6i sé bao, rdi cip visa cho cac 6ng”.

“That tuyét voi. Chung toi sé€ lam nhu thé va sé gap lai 6ng sau
vai thang ntia!l”

Chung tdi bat tay vi nhan vién lanh sy quéan - tdi cdm thdy mudn
Om Ong ta - va lang lang ra khoi lanh sy quan. Khi da ngoéi vao xe
cua Glen, t6i ndi, “Chung ta khong dugc lam hdng co hoi nay, tiéng
Tuva that ngd dé giai ma va hoc cho vui, nhung véi ching ta né
khong phai la mét phuong tién lién lac hiéu qua. Mot buc thu bang
tiéng Nga sé chudn hon vé moi nhé. Nhu thé thi vién sé hiéu chinh
xdc chuing ta can gi: mot thu mai gui t6i lanh sy quan™

Chung tdi chay xe t6i mot hiéu sach ti€ng Nga cach do chiing mot
dam. Glen tim thay mot cuén sach huéng dan cach viét thu cong vu
bang tiéng Nga; va, bay gio thi ciu 4y cAn mot may chi tiéng Nga.
O hiéu sach, Glen da hoi dugc may noi c6 thé c6 loai méay chii nay,
nhung déu khong c6 phan hdi mong mudn. Qua that vong, ching
toi tra cdu cudn “Nhiing trang vang” va da tim thdy mot ngudi tén
1a Archie, chti s¢ httu mot ctia hiéu nhé gan phé Tau. “Sang dé di’,
Glen noi. “T6i sé kiém cho anh mot mén hoi!”

Qua thuc Glen da ki€m dugc mdt “mon hoi” - mot may chd
Ukraina véi gia $25. N6 c6 thé dung d€ go chii tiéng Nga, vi tiéng



Ukraine cling dugc viét bang bang chii cai Slave. Nhung viéc 14n
tim cac chii cai trén mot ban phim la qua la mat thoi gian, nén Glen
da viét tay ban nhap dau cta bic thu.

To6i mang ban dich ti€éng Anh ctia btic thu nay vé Pasadena,
dua cho Richard xem (6ng ay bao, dugc ddy), roi gui lai cho
Glen. Cau 4y go ban thu tiéng Nga bang may ch méi cia minh
roi gui nd di.

Mot nam hoc mdéi bat dau (cting lai khong co 16p dia ly); tiép
tuc nhiing budi choi trong va buon chuyén véi Feynman. Chung
toi cO6 gang cdn trong v4i nhiing hy vong cia minh vé thanh cong
ctua ké hoach cuoi cung nay, cho du chung t6i biét lan nay thi né
phdi van hanh.

Mot hom, Richard goi cho t6i. “Hay dén day, anh ban tré, toi cé
cai nay cho cdu xem”.

Toi chay bd sang nha Feynman.

Richard dang cam mot dia hat 12 inch (khoang 30cm), c6 tén
la Melodii Tuvy (Giai diéu Tuva), do Kip Thorne gti cho. Thorne la
mot nha vat ly ctia Caltech, nghién ctu cac van dé gan véi Braginsky
va Ginzburg, hai nha khoa hoc Nga ma Richard quen biét. Ong nay
via mdi tré vé ti Moscow.

Co6 may dong ti€ng Nga & bia boc phia sau: chung t6i nhan ra
tén minh; doan con lai 1a “Véi su kinh trong chan thanh va nhting
161 chuc t6t dep nhat. Cing nhiing 16i chao ti Tuva, S. Vainshtein”
Tin nhan gui kem cta gido su Thorne viét, “La thu cta Vainshtein
gui RPF (Richard P. Feynman) da dugc gui di. Vé6i su giup d& cua
Giam déc Vién [Dén toc hoc & Moscow] 6ng 4y dang c6 thu xép dé
RPF c6 thé dén tham Tuva”

64 - RICHARD FEYNMAN



Heét suc phan khich, Richard 14y cdi dia ra khdi bao giay. Toi dén
chd may quay, phti bui, lau cai kim hat, cdn than dét dia vao, va tha
that sau. Khi tay hét run, t6i mdi nhe nhang déit kim 1én dia hat.

Nhiing gi chung t6i nghe dugc that qua tuyét voi, toi mudn cac
ban dugc tu minh nghe nhiing am thanh ay. (M6t bang thu am dac
biét dugc kem véi ban cling nguyén goc ctia cudn sach nay co thé

nghe dugc 6 www.FOTuva.org/soundsheet.)






Chung t6i hoan toan bi soc. Tuva, mdt noi co6 lap
§ trung tAm chau A - c4i ménh dit nho bi lang quén
v6i nhiing con tem buu dién mé hon dy - da vugt qua
cd nhiing gidc mo ngoéng cuong nhat cta chung toi.
Nhiing am thanh trén cai dia hat thit qua doi kinh
ngac: lam thé nao mot ca si c6 thé€ hat dong thoi hai
nét? Thoat tién, “giong” cao hon vut lén nhu tiéng
sao, vai quang cao hon giong co ban. Roi dén cac kiéu
hat hoomei khac la hon, ma ky bi nhat trong do la cai
cach hat “lién lau”, nghe nhu tiéng coén trung xa xdi
quyén lai.

Phai mat vai ngay ching t6i mdi lay lai dugc sy
thang bang. Cu6i cung, t6i dd gti nhiing 4m thanh
ky bi nay cho tat ca Nhiing nguoi ban cua Tuva, trong
dd cé Mary Zirin, c¢6 da dé nghi toi gtii mdt ban copy
cho Mario Casetta, mot DJ (ngudi gidi thiéu nhac trén
dai phat thanh) c6 uy tin vé nhac dan toc & dai KPFK,
mot dai phat thanh doc lap cta dia phuong.
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Toi da viét cho Casetta chi don gian thé nay: “Hay doan xem day
la cai gi, va tii dau dén - Ralph Leighton, 577-8882". (Mach nudc:
hay xem nhiing chii cai nao trén dién thoai tuong ting véi 8882.)

Casetta tra 16i ngay lap tuc. “N6 c6 vé nhu cdi gi d6 ma t6i c6
trong dia hat cia Mong C&’, anh ta néi mdt cach hao hiing. (That
ra, dia hat cua anh ay c6 may hoomei clia mién tdy Mong Co, noi
c6 vai ngan ngudi Tuva sinh sdng.)

To6i ndi v6i Casetta rang, nhiing am thanh ky bi &y dén tt mot
vung dat tiing dugc goi la Tannu Tuva.

“Tannu Tuva - anh ngu y cdi noi ¢6 nhiing con tem buu dién
tuyét dep phai khong?” (Mario cling da tung suu tdp nhiing con
tem ddc biét ctia Tuva khi con nho.) “Chung t6i sé phai lam mot
chuong trinh - chi can cho t6i chat thoi gian d€ luc loi gac mai va
tim b suu tdp ctia minh”.

Vao cudi thang Mudi, Richard phai di kiém tra stic khoe § UCLA.
Cac két qua kiém tra la “tha vi” theo cach nhin cua Richard; nhung
theo bat ky ai khac thi ching la dai hoa: khéi ung thu trong 6 bung
cta 6ng, ma dang 1é ra da dugc cat bo ba nam vé trudc, nay da phat
trién thanh mot khoi phtic tap bao xung quanh ruot.

Bac si Donald Morton & Bénh vién Ung thu John Wayne cua
UCLA da dugc mdi dén dé tién hanh phau thuat. “Toi tin rang bang
cach cat di chting 2,5cm mo6 lanh & xung quanh t6i sé moi ra khéi
u ac”, nha phau thuat néi. “Toi thudng khong diing lai cho dén khi
c6 thé nhin thay cai ban m6 phia dudi”

“Co may thanh cong cho mot ca mé nhu vay la nhu thé nao?”
Richard hoi.

“Vang, toi da tling mo cho ca ta bénh nhén, va chua mot lan that
bai — tuy nhién tdi van con chua biét dau la mat han ché cta minh”
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Richard phai xa tri d€ lam mém cac mo ung thu, va sau dé phai
trai qua mot ca phau thuat muoi tiéng dong ho. Khi vét mé sap duge
khau lai thi mét dong mach & gan tim cta ong bi v&. D€ qua dugc,
ong da can t6i tdm muoi pint mau (mot pint tuong duong 0,473
lit). Tinh c&, ngay hom dy § UCLA c6 hai bénh nhan niia cling can
mau tuong ty, thanh tht ngdn hang mau can kiét. Tin cip bao bay
vé Caltech va bo phan truc thudc caa no, Phong thi nghiém ddy
phan luc (Jet Propulsion Laboratory). Trong vong hai gi¢ dong ho
da c6 mot day dai hang tram ngudi tii Pasadena tinh nguyén hién
mau vao “tai khoan ngan hang” cta Richard Feynman.

Cudc phau thuét két thic sau mudi bon tiéng. Qua trinh hoéi phuc
cta Feynman kha cham, nhung 6ng khong hé than phién - véi dng,
con song sau ca mo6 nhu vay da la 1ai roi.

Vao thang Mudi hai, trong hop thu cua t6i xuat hién mot phong
bi nhiéu mau sac - phai chang mdt tdim thiép Giang Sinh dén sém?
Toi nhan ra ngay do la cdi gi: cudi cung thi Daryma da tra 161! Toi
mang btic thu sang ch6 Richard va ching t6i cung m& phong bi. Sau

do 1a mot tuan thich thu véi viéc giai ma buc thu, va két qua nhu sau:

Xin chao, cac ban Ralph Leighton va Richard!

Cac ban song, lam viéc thé nao? Cac ban-véi méi cai gi? Chung
toi-cho mua thu da tgi. Cac 14 thu ctia cac ban da gui da nhan dugc
toi. Moén qua da gui cling da nhan dugc t6i. Lén véi (161 cam on)
tran day toi.

Ban-t6i kargyraa, hoomei, sygyt dé-gti tang phdm nhung tim-
chua thay t6i. Tim thdy sau khi sé gtii toi. [Co vé nhu, rat khoé kiém
dugc Melodii Tuvy & Tuva.]

T6i nam nay ky nghi Mong Co-t6i da di-toi. Tuyét voi da.



Cac ban tu dién Nga-Tuva tim thay cac ban va dich, rat tét.

Cac ban-cho cai gi can, viét cac ban.

Stic khoe-hanh phuc c6 t6i cac ban mong mudn-toi.

Lén véi (161 cam on] tran day toi.

Biét-t6i nhiing ngudi ban-ctia cac ban-téi 16i chao-cua téi lam

day-cac ban.

Chung t6i gti ban dich 14 thu cua Ondar, cung véi 14 thu cach
day hai muoi hai thang t6i gido su Krueger dé kiém tra xem c6
chinh xdc khong. Krueger viét lai, “Phong cach rd rang la rat don
gian va truc tiép, néu cac dng cho phép, t6i xin dugc dung ca hai la
thu vao muc dich gido duc. Sinh vién nén dugc doc cac la thu nay
sém”. C6 vé nhu nhiing la thu nay la tro choi v& long cho cac hoc
sinh hoc tiéng Thé.

Chung t6i viét mot btic thu ngan cho Ondar, chic 6ng mét ndm
mdi hanh phuc, giéi thiéu 6ng véi Glen Cowan, va héi liéu vién cua
ong da nhan dugc la thu ctia Glen chua. Chung t6i k€ rang, thoi
tiét & Pasadena la “10 do duong” (50 d¢ F), va héi thoi tiét & Kyzyl
la thé nao (co 1€ “10 do am”, hay 14 do F?). Chung t6i két thuc la
thu theo dung thong 1¢: “Lén véi [16i cam on] tran day-chung t6i”

Vao thang Giéng 1982 chung t6i nhan dugc 16i chic nam méi
ti Sevyan Vainshtein. Ong 4y viét, “Mong ring gidc mo dén tham
Tuva ctia cac ban sé trg thanh hién thuc vao nam mdi nay”. Ching
toi xem nhiing 16i dé 1a dau hiéu cho thady 6ng 4y va giam doc Vién
Dén toc hoc & Moscow da c6 tién trién tot trong viéc sap xép chuyén
di cho chung t6i va bat ddu mo tudng vé viéc choi tréng trong mot
nha hat & Kyzyl.
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Chung t6i cling bat d4u chuén bi cho mét chuong trinh sat sudn
hon, ngay hoi am nhac Caltech hing nam. Lan nay la v& Nam Thdi
Binh Duong. Richard va t6i dugc dé nghi giap dan dung am thanh
cho hon dao than thoai Bali Hai trong mot khung canh dac biét do
Shirley Marneus, mot dao dién ctia Caltech dan dung. Ching toi
sé choi trong cho mot nhém mang vay cé buong xuéng mot cach
quyén rii trén nhiing cai hong rung rung nhu nhiing cai may gidt
Maytag bi mat kiém soat.

Toi c6 mot bang ghi &m vé nhac trong Tahiti, nhung trti duy
nhat diéu ai ca dua tang, tat ca cac nhip khac déu qua nhanh, chung
toi khong hy vong hoc dugc. Vi thé t6i da goi cho Mario Casetta &
KPFK dé€ hdi xem anh 4y c6 gi khac khong.

“Ngudi ma anh nén hoi la Jack Kineer”, Casetta bao.

Kineer c6 m¢t nhom trong Tahiti - gom chu yéu la dan ngoai
thanh da trang - nhom dang chuédn bi cho 1€ héi muaa Polynesia
trén “dao” Carson (mot thanh pho & hat Los Angeles noi c6 nhiéu
ngudi Samoan sinh soéng). Anh ta mai Richard va t6i dén tham du
buoi dién tap & nha minh,

Khi ching t6i budc xudng duong dan vao nha, ching t6i di theo
nhip trong ron rang phat ra tit nha xe va mé canh ctia bén. Mot tran
cuong am tiki-tiki taka-taka toona-taka tiki-taka hat chung t6i vao
tuong va tdn cong co thé chung t6i tu dau téi chan. “Cau c6 thé tim
thay moi thit & Los Angeles’, Richard kéu 1én, “Thé gi6i that ky dié¢u!”

Trong luc giai lao chung t6i no6i chuyén véi Kineer vé Tahiti. Hoa
ra, anh ay c6 thé noi tiéng ctia viing nay, nho thé Richard hoc dugc
cach noi “Hay giup cdc tay trong!” va “Hay gitp cac vii cong!” bang
tiéng Tahiti duong thoi.



Khi 14i xe tré vé, Richard pha 1én cudi. “Tru nhiing ngudi Tahiti
ra, khan gid duy nhat sé hi€u dugc tiéng Tahiti cua toi 1a Murry
Gell-Mann'“. Ong tim tim.

Toi biét chac 1a, du Gell-Mann c6 6 trong khan phong hay khong
thi Richard van luén muon la ngudi dang tin cay nhat trong vai dién
cta minh. Khi chuén bi cho buéi trinh dién v& Ngudi buén nga voi &
San Francisco, 6ng cting da hoc tii Ned Munger, mot chuyén gia vé
chau Phi cta Caltech, mot s6 cau ti€éng Ewe, mot ngén ngti Tay Phi.

Mot budi saing sém dau thang Hai, tdi bi tiéng sdm sét danh thuc
day. Toi bat radio 1én va van con mo mo mang mang. Toi bat dau mo
thdy mot anh chang dang giai thich vé héomei trén dai phat thanh:
“Su hoa dm dugc tao ra trong miéng theo cung cach nhu & dan hac
ctia ngudi Do Thai, nhung trong trudng hgp hoomei, giong hat tao
am co ban”. Roi anh ta thuc hanh minh hoa ky thuat nay. Cai am
thanh ky la ma cho dén luc &y t6i da nghe dugc chi & Melodii Tuvy
gi¢ dang dugc tao dung bdi mot ngudsi My!

Gidc mo cua toi ti€p dién, cai anh chang trén radio k&€ mot cau
chuyén vé ngudn gbc ctia hoomei: “Chuyén ké rang hoomei bat ngudn
tt mdt nha su khi 6ng nghe thay am thanh cta thic nudc vang
vong trong mot hém nui & Tay Mong C8. Am thanh d6 chinh 1a
goi y ban dau...” Toi tinh day — cau chuyén nay qua ky qudc ngay
cd v6i mot gidc mo! Toi lang nghe tiéng mua roi bén ngoai cong
huédng véi tiéng thac do trén dai phat thanh va - t6i khong thé tin
dugc — hoomei! Ngudi dan chuong trinh ndi 16i tam biét: “Day la
Tom Vitale & New York”.

1. Murry Gell-Mann sinh nam 1929, giai Nobel Vit ly nam 1969, da tling la gido su &
Caltech cung v6i Feynman, hién séng & New Mexico, My
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To6i loang choang quanh phong dé€ kiém cdi but va manh giay,
miéng ldm badm “Tom Vitale, Tom Vitale, Tom Vitale” To6i hau nhu
khong c6 co s nao d€ biét bao nhiéu phan trong gidc mo ky la ctia
minh la sy that. Khodng ntia gid sau, Mary Zirin goi: “Anh c6 nghe
ban phong su trén NPR khong? »

“Toi nghi la o, t6i dap lai. “Cé dung la cai anh chang giai thich
va minh hoa hdomei khong?”

“Dung ro6i’, cd ay dap. “Chuong trinh dugc phat song hai tiéng
mot lan, nén to6i sé thu am cho anh khi né dugc phat lai ngay trudce

1\,

9 gio.

Sau gio day, toi dén ché Mary d€ nghe bang ghi am ban phéng
su ctia Tom Vitale. David Hykes, anh chang giai thich cach hat, c6
moét ban nhac & New York c6 tén la Doi hop ca hoa dm, thudng
bi€u dién & cac nha tho. “Nudc minh that ky 1a”, téi nghi. ! “Minh
phai gdp anh chang nay”.

Toi lién lac v6i Hykes qua NPR, va ndi véi anh ay vé no luc tim
cach t6i tham Tuva cua toi, Richard va Glen. Anh ta tra 16i, “Cé
mot anh chang tén la Ted Levin, anh nay da gang d€ dén dugc Tuva
nhiéu ndm roi. Toi sé cho anh ay s6 dién thoai cia anh”

Levin cho biét sé c6 mot hoi nghi héomei vao mua hé nam dé
& Hovd, Mong C6. Toi ké véi Richard vé diéu nay, va chung t6i mé
atlas ra. Hovd (tru6c day la Kobdo), ndu minh trong ving Nui Altai,
cach Tuva chi 200 ddm v€ phia Nam va c6 m¢t con dudng ndi hai
thanh pho. Theo du doan, rat nhiéu ngudi Tuva sé xuat hién & hoi

1. Véiy nghi nay t6i qua la tinh 18. C6 ca nhiing d6i hgp ca hoa am & Anh, Phap va Duc.
Hykes va Ddi hgp ca hoa am cta anh ta da cho ra mot s6 dia, bang va CD vé cac tac
phdm ctia ho, mot trong dé cudi cung da thanh phan hoa 4m chinh cho by phim Dead
Poets Society.



nghi nay, vi thé chung t6i cé kha nang sé gdp dugc 6ng ban Ondar
Daryma ctia minh & d6. Néu ching tdi khong thé di lau trén xe buyt
chd nhiing ngudi Tuva trd vé Kyzyl thi ching tdi c6 thé mac quin
4o ngudi chan cliu va chudn bd vao Tuva.

Toi goi dién cho Gido su Krueger & Indiana ké vé hoi nghi nay.
La mot chuyén gia vé Mong C6, 6ng rit muén tham du. Ong 4y néi
sé kiém tra lai thong tin qua cdc ddu moi & Ulaan Bator.

Cudc ndi chuyén cua chung t6i chuyén sang Otto Ménchen-
Helfen. “Téi da gip 6ng 4y mot lan & Berkeley”, Krueger néi. “Ong
la gido su vé lich st nghé thuat ¢ dé. Nay ong dy da mat rdi, nhung
o 1é vg ctia 6ng thi van séng & Khu Vinh”

To6i noi lai chuyén nay véi Glen va cau dy bat dau hoéi long vong
cac co quan khac nhau & Berkeley. Sau vai ngay, Glen gap dugc
Guitty Azarpay, gido su nganh Can DPong hoc, ngudi da tung la hoc
sinh cao hoc cia Manchen-Helfen. “Vang, bac si Anna Maenchen
van con séng, va hién dang hanh nghé phan tdm hoc & Berkeley”,
ba gido su noéi. Glen lién lac v6i bac si Maenchen qua dién thoai va
xin ba cho ca hai chung t6i mdt cudc gap.

Bac si Maenchen la m¢t ngudi phu ni ddc biét: sinh ra & St.
Petersburg, ba da ching kién cudc cach mang Nga khi con la mot
thiéu nién. Ngay sau khi nhiing nguoi Bolshevik 1én nam quyén, ba
cung gia dinh thdo chay sang Duc.

Anna gdp Otto & Berlin. La mdt ngudi Dan cht Xa hoi truc tinh,
Otto da bi Duic qudc xa budc phai rdi khoéi thanh phd nay vao dau
nhiing nam 1930. Sau vai ndm & Vienna, noi Anna da hoc vé phan
tam hoc, ho mot lan ntia phai chay tron khoi bon Duc quoc xa, va

lan nay ho sang My.
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Bac si Maenchen cé cau chuyén riéng ctia minh dé ké vé Tuva:

Mua he ndm 1929 t6i 6 tai khu nghi duéng Rodaun, gan Vienna,
va vao ngay 26 thang Bay, ngay sinh ctia chong t6i, td6i muon gui cho
anh &y mot buc dién. Toi viét dia chi gui téi 1a “thanh pho Kyzyl-
Khoto & nudc Tannu Tuva”. Nguoi truong tram buu dién, sau khi
nhin t6i cd nhu thé t6i mac can bénh tdm than nao do, da quay vao
cai buu phong bé nho dé tra ctiiu miy cudn sach cua minh. Khi quay
ra, ong 4y noi mot cach dic thing, “Chang cé thanh phd nao tén 1a
Kyzyl-Khoto, va chdng c6 nuGc nao tén la Tannu Tuva c&”. To6i khong
nhugng b va da yéu ciu ong ta chuyén tiép dé bic dién cua toi sé
dugc gti di tit Nha buu dién chinh cua Vienna. Hom sau nhan dugc
mot biic dién tu Vienna, néi ring, “Khong c6 thanh phé nao nhu
vay; khong cé quoc gia nao nhu vay” Ngudi truong phong buu dién
rat hanh dién vi da dugc chiing t6 la minh dung. Du vy, t6i da nho
ong ay thém vao dia chi “qua Novosibirsk’, mot thanh pho Siberia
phia tay bac Mong Co6.

Hai thang sau, doan tham hiém cta chong tdi, trén nhiing con
ngua Mong C8 clia minh, da gap mot ngoi nha luu dong do lac da
kéo. Vi nhiing cudc gap nhu vay khong phai ngay nao cling xay ra
trén cac thao nguyén ctia nhiing ngudi du muc nay, nén ca hai nhém
déu diing lai, va thé 1a chong to6i nhan dugc bic dién. Chang con chi
nao co6 thé doc dugc, nhung ngay thang thi van con, nén anh 4y biét
dugc do la buc dién chic miing sinh nhat.

Vi mdt ly do khdc, t6i da dén San Francisco don ndm méi Trung
Quoc cung gia dinh mdt ngudi ban gai tén la Phoebe Kwan. Toi
nhé 1a da doc & dau d6 ring ngudi Tuva ciing theo Nam Am lich,
nén t6i da bao Glen, “Nay, t6i nay hay goi cho Ondar va chic 6ng
ay Shagaa hanh phuc”.



“Anh dién that roi, Ralph”.

“Toi biét, nhung tdi sé tra tién cho cudc goi, tdi mudn doc cho
Ondar vai cdu bang tiéng Tuva. C4u sé ndi chuyén véi ong ay bang
tiéng Nga dugc khong?”

“Dugc thoi, néu anh mudn”.

Tu can hd cta Glen t6i lay s6 00 dé ndi véi tong dai bén kia dai
duong, hoa ra la & Pittsburg. Cé hai cach goi t6i Lién X6: mot cach
la xé€p hang va tong dai sé goi cho ching t6i khi dén lugt (thuong la
doi 3 dén 9 ti€ng); cach khac la dat trudce 23 ti€éng. Toi dat mot cudc
goi vao 10 gio t6i hom sau, luc 4y sé 1a 1 hay 2 gio chiéu & Kyzyl.

Sap dén gio, t6i dén nha Glen. Mot tiéng sau, dién thoai kéu - do
1a tdng dai qudc té. Glen cam dién thoai.

“Xin cho biét tén thanh phd’, nguoi tryc tong dai noi.

“Xin 6ng danh van tén do”.

“K-Y-Z-Y-I"

“Xin chd mot lat”,

Co vai tiéng lich kich, mot thodng yén ldng, r6i mot giong tiéng
Nga - do la tong dai & Moscow.

“Nudc My dang goi’, tong dai 6 bén kia dai duong noéi. “Ching
toi muon goi téi Kyzyl”

“Thanh phé nao?”

“Kyzyl..”

Glen ndi, “Kyzyl, Tuvinskaya, ASSR...”

“A - vang vang. Kyzyl”.
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Lai vai tiéng lich kich, lai im ldng, va sau dé nghe thay mot giong
yéu hon - do 1a tong dai Kyzyl.

Glen néi bang tiéng Nga, “Ching t6i muon ndi chuyén véi Vién
Ngon ngit, Vin hoc va Lich st, TNIIYaLT”

Lai im ldng.

Roi nghe tiéng chuong dién thoai. Ai do tra 10i.

Glen ndi, “Allo, eto Glen Cowan. Ya zvonyu iz Kalifornii”.

Khi ngudi ¢ dau bén kia tra 16i, Glen chi vao dién thoai va ndi
nhd, “Ondar day!”

Trong khi cudc dam thoai ti€p dién, con mat tdm linh cua to6i
c6 thé nhin thidy Ondar ng6i trong mot can phong, cach chung toi
mot phan tu vong qua dat, cai san nha cua cdn phong do song song
v6i cdc buc tudng nha ching t6i. Toéi tudng tugng con dudng ma
giong noéi ctia Glen phai di qua dé dén dugc Kyzyl: vugt qua ving
dat tu Oakland dén Pittsburg; 1én vé tinh va xuong lai & Helsinki
(noi “dudng day nong” di dén); doc theo vai traim ddm dudng dién
thoai t6i Moscow; roi hon ba ngan dam dudng déay vugt qua Urals
va cat ngang Siberia t&i Novosibirsk, Abakan, va cudi cling 1a Kyzyl
— tat cd chi mat chua day nua giay!

Glen chic Ondar Shagaa hanh phtc, va ké rang ngay 1é nay da
dugc chao mting & San Francisco v6i mét cudc diéu hanh 16n doc
qua pho Tau. “Shagaa dugc chao mung & Tuva nhu thé nao?” cau
ay hoi.

“Chung t6i chi lam 1é muing”, Ondar noi.

Chuyén hudng cau chuyén, Glen hdi vé gidy moi ma ching toi
da nho vién ctia Ondar gitp - hinh nhu btic thu tuyét tac viét bang

tiéng Nga ctia ciu ta van chua tdi. Glen doc dia chi ctia lanh sy quan



Lién X6 cho Ondar, va bdo dam véi chti nha tuong lai ctia chung toi
rang, tat nhién, chung to6i sé tu chi tra moi chi phi cia minh & Tuva.

Ondar noéi rang dng sé chuyén thong tin nay t6i giam doc cua
TNIITYaLl.

Roi dén lugt toi noéi. Toi bat ddu doc theo cudén Cum ti va thanh
ngii Tuva-Mong C8-Nga (va gio la — Anh). “Ekii!” (Xin chao!)

Ondar tra 1oi, “Ekii!”

Baiyralai-bile xolbashttyr silerge baiyr chedirip tur men!” (Toi
chiic mting 6ng nhin ngay 1€!)

“Huh huh..”

“Silerning kadyyngar deesh ob dashkany kodurein!” (Nang coc

nay chuc stic khde cua ong!)

“Huh huh..”

Toi doc khodng ntia td nhiing cau loai nhu vay; Ondar dép lai
theo cung mot cach: “Huh huh...”

Cudi cung t6i két thuc bang “Baiyrlig!” (Tam biét!)

Ondar dap lai, “Baiyrlig!”

Cha, thé ddy, toi ty nh. It ra tdi c6 thé noéi “xin chao” va “tam
biét” bang tiéng Tuva. Tt ca nhiing cau khac c6 vé nhu Ondar
khong hiéu, véy 1a t6i sé chi nén dung cac tii don khi néi véi nguoi
ban dia & Tuva.

Khi t6i quay vé dén Pasadena, viéc luyén tap v& Nam Thdi Binh
Duong da budc vao giai doan cudi. Cdc em sinh vién da ché tac cho
Richard m¢ét cai mii thanh cao véi nhiéu chiéc long mau sac s&, cung
v6i mot cai 4o choang dai khong tay trang tri bang nhiing vo so v
6¢. Toi thi duge cdp mot cai kho. Dao dién luon cu xi véi Richard

nhu mot “Tu trudng”, va toi cling bat dau lam theo.
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“Tu trudng cua Bali Hai” dang choi mét giai diéu cuic ky kich dong cho cti toa
Caltech day hiing khoi (Pugc phép ctia Vién Cong nghé California — Caltech).



Vao dém md& man, stc khoe ctia Tu trudng chua that 6n - dng
phai ngti trong hau hét budi dién va chi ddy dé€ dién canh Bali Hai.
Nhung khi 6ng chi huy dan tréng va cac vii cong - trong trang phuc
Tahiti — hoa cung 0ng trén san khau, thi giong ctia 6ng khoe va ty
tin 1am sao. Ong choi tréng chi vai phut, nhung véi nhiét huyét tran
day tuong chling nhu stic khde cua 6ng da phuc héi moét tram phan
tram. Day la lan xuét hién dau tién clia Ong trudc cong ching ké
tt ca phau thuat muoi bon tiéng dong hd dang sg ba thang trude
do, vi vay do la khoanh khac day xuc dong véi khan gia - nhat la
v6i doi quan nhiing ngudi tinh nguyén, nhiing ngudi ré rang la rat
hai long thady mau cta ho da dugc truyén dén dung choé. Canh cua
ching t6i [am ngung cé budi dién véi tiéng vo tay nhu sam va khan

gid dong loat ding day hoan ho.
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Chung tai xuat hien

s

0 Trung téim Chau H

Vao cuoi thang Hai, t6i nhan dugc mot cudc goi
cua Mario Casetta & KPFK: anh 4y da tim thay bo suu
tap tem ctia minh. T6i mang theo Melodii Tuvy va vai
cudn bang cua Doi hgp ca hoa am t6i phong thu dé
thu am mot chuong trinh vé Tuva, trong chuong trinh
nay Mario tu chi dinh minh la gidam d6c chi hoi Nhiing
nguoi ban ctia Tuva & Silverlake!. Sau khi chuong trinh
dugc phat séng, nhiéu thinh gia cia KPFK muén tré
thanh hoi vién. M6i 1an Mario phat song lai chuong
trinh nay (khoang mdt nam mot 1an), t6i lai nhan dugc
nhiing 16i chao ti nhiing ngudi say mé Tuva goi vé
246-TUVA, s6 dién thoai cua t6i khi dé.

Viéc c6 dugc so6 dién thoai d6 da doi hoi & to6i mot

chut lau ca, cong véi thién y cua cong ty dién thoai.

1. Silverlakela mot quin ctia Los Angeles, phia dong-bac ciia Hollywood
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Y tudng sé hitu mot s6 dién thoai dic biét da xudt hién 1an dau khi
toi tinh c6 c6 dugc s6 dep 798-8897 (doc xudi hay ngugc déu nhu
nhau). Khi tdi chuyén ché &, t6i hdi cong ty dién thoai xem nhiing
s6 dau nao con dang tréng. Roi t6i thii mdi cum s6 dau con tréng
kem véi cum s6 dudi — 8882. S6 577-8882 bdo vdi toi rang, “S6 dién
thoai ma ban vtia goi hién thdi chua dua vao st dung”. Dé 1a s6 ma
toi muon cé: 577-TUVA da dugc dua vao st dung.

Bd phédn dich vu khach hang da cho t6i s6 d6 ma khong gay
phién todi gi.

Vai nam sau, khi t6i chuyén sang thanh pho bén canh véi cac cum
s6 dau tién khac di, thi cé nhiing quy dinh mdéi: nhiing s6 dién thoai
ddc biét ma chung cau thanh cdc tl sé phai tra thém tién - trong gidi
kinh doanh c¢6 han mét thi trudng cho loai dich vy, kiéu nhu “FOR-
CARS” hay tuong tu nhu vay - do vay t6i phai chiing minh la cht
do6 co lién quan dén tén cua toi, néu khong muodn trad phi st dung.

To6i ndi, “Téi muon co sb dién thoai ngu y Tuva — Tannu Tuva”

Dai dién dich vu khach hang ndi, “Tuva la ho phai khong a?”

“Vang, con Tannu la tén riéng”

K€ hoach da thanh cong; t6i c6 dugc s6 246-8882. Khi to6i bao
v6i Richard s6 dién thoai mdi nay, 6ng noi, “8882 ngu y Tuva; c6 1é
246 cling c6 nghia gi d6”. (bung thé.)

Khi cuon danh ba dién thoai méGi c6 chia “Tannu Tuva” xuit
hién, cai tén nay ngay sau dé da nhdn dugc du loai thu rac tinh
vi — ké ca 161 moi mua vé mua trinh dién ctia Dan nhac dai hoa tau
Los Angeles.

Mot trung hop tha vi — mot thay gido niia & Pasadena ngau nhién

c6 sO dién thoai v6i bdn ky tu cudi ciing la 8882. Khi hiéu ra cum

82 - RICHARD FEYNMAN



sO nay ngu y Tuva, anh ay noéi, “Cha! That tuyét! Cho dén gio toi
van nghi 13, di€u tuyét voi nhat vé nhiing con s6 4y la giai diéu noi
tiéng ma anh cé dugc khi bAim chung trén mot cai dién thoai ban!”

Vao moét ngay thang Ba t6i nhan dugc dién thoai ctia Gido su
Krueger. “Da cé moét cudc thanh triing trong B chinh tri Mong
C&’, ong noéi. “Bo trudng Van héa da bi thay thé. Hoi nghi hoomei
da bi hay”.

Do 1a mot ca dam dich thuc vao nhiing tuéng tugng hao huyén
cua chung toi. Trong tat ca cac con dudng ma chung to6i da dat ra
dé di dén Tuva, con duong Mong C6 la hdp dan nhit. Vi btic thu
clia Glen gui t6i vién cia Ondar hén la da roi mét tim vao mot céi
khe & dau d6 (hay mot tép tai liéu ctia FBI), co hoi kha thi nhat dé
ching t6i dén dugc Tuva bay gio ndm trong tay vi giam doc vién
cua Vainshtein 6 Moscow.

Vao thang Tu ndm 1982, Argentina xam chiém cdc hon dao
Falkland! - mdt vung dat c6 lap va héo lanh & phia doi lap cta qua
dat so v6i Tuva. Trong thdi gian do, suot ca mua xuan dai, chung
toi khong c6 tin gi tu ca Kyzyl lan Moscow vé nhiing 16i moi ma
ching t6i haing mong udc. Hai thang sau, khi chién tranh & Falkland
vuia két thuc thi mot cudc chién khac lai bung lén, Isarel xdm chiém
nam Li bang.

Buon chan vé tinh hinh qudéc té, téi chgt nay ra y tudng maoi
Tu trudng mung ngay sinh lan thd 64 cta ong tré mot thang & Las
Vegas. Chung t6i tim thdy mot dia diém ngay gan cau lac bd mua
thoat y, noi cé6 may khach san ma ong da biét - Flamingo, El Rancho,

va Tropicana.

1. Argentina goi la quan dao Manvinas (NXB)



Khi dén noi, ngudi ta dua cho moi ching tdi mot cudn “sach giai
tri” day nhiing phiéu dung dé€ choi ca cugc & cac ban khac nhau.
Chung t6i cho rang moi cudn sach nay trj gia 17,50 dola, gan bing
gida phong ctia chung t6i. Chung t6i xuong tang dudi va st dung
toan cac phi€u 4y (ma khong dat cugc thém) va thu dugc khoang
50 dola. Richard noi, “Pay la cach danh bac, anh ban - khi van may
dang thién vi cau!”

Chung t6i tham dy tiép mot v& dién (tit nhién cling dung phiéu),
ma vai chinh la mdt cay hai c6 tén “Mundane dai tai”, man dién cua
anh ta day tro choi chii. Chung tdi cudi nhu dién.

Hai ngay sau, khi chung t6i lam tht tuc trd phong, nhan vién
ti€p tan noi, “Cac vi muon nhén lai 2 dola tién ddt phong bang tién
mit hay bang thé?”

“Bang cuon sach giai tri c6 dugc khong?” Toi hoi

Chung t6i ngac nhién va rat vui khi anh ta dua cho chung t6i
bon cuodn sach giai tri va giti lai 2 do la. Chung t6i di ngay sang mot
ban chai stc sac va dat xuéng dé hai phiéu.

Sau khi thu ldy chién lgi phdm ctua minh & ban dau tién, ching
toi sang ban suc sac thu hai va dét hai phiéu khac. Nhung trudc khi
chung toi dat cugc, mot ngudi dan 6ng mac com-1é di dén va nédi
thdm gi d6 v6i mot nguoi dan 6ng luc luéng khong nhin thay ¢6
dang ngoi gitia hai ngudi gieo stc sac, canh giti cac tim thé. Nguoi
Khong-C6 noi, “Cac quy ong, cac vi phai rdi khoi ban nay”.

Chung t6i dinh phan doi vi chiing t6i da c6 dugc bon cuon sach
giai tri mét cach trung thuc, nhung nhin thdy anh mat ctia Nguoi
Khong-Cq, chung t6i quyét dinh khong nén liéu tht van may - it nhat
khong phai 6 ban stc sac. Ching t6i nhanh chéng qua ban 21 va chi

dat duy nhat mot cugc, roi lao sang “banh xe may rai” trudc khi ra ve.
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Chung t6i van chua dung hét phiéu, du vay it ra 1a toi cling ¢
thé khoac lac v6i ban be clia minh rang, ching t6i da bi dudi khoi
ban choi & Las Vegas vi thing qua nhiéu.

Vé dén Pasadena, t6i da c6 mot 1a thu doi san. Glen da tim thay
mot s6 thong tin thu vi bang tiéng Nga! vé nha tham hiém bi 4n
ngudi Anh dugc nhic dén trong cudn sach cia Manchen-Helfen.
Theo ban dich cua Glen thi ngudn tin nay viét:

Hay nhin vao ban d6 chau A - chau luc 16n nhét. Hay vé cac
dudng thing ndi cac diém xa nhit § cac phia - ti bic xuéng nam
va ti dong sang tiy. Hai duong nay sé cat nhau tai mot viing cta
mot dit nude bé nho day doi nti nam trong mét liing sdu & thugng
ngudn con song Yenisei thudc Siberia hliing vi. Nam & chinh tam cua
chau A, cdch déu céc ntii bang cuc bic lanh léo va An Do Duong am
ap, cach déu day nui Ural gia nua va Thai Binh Duong ménh mang
mau xanh da troi, dat nudc nay co tén la Tuva.

O thé ky truéc, dugc khich 1é bai tinh than thé thao, mot nha
tham hiém da 1én dudng dén tham Tuva. Trudc d6 6ng dy da tling
c6 mit & trung tAm cla cac chau luc - Au va Phi. Nha tham hiém
rdt mong muén di dén trung tAm ctia chau A rong 16n. Gip vo van
kho khan, trong hoan canh hoan toan “chua cé 16i di”, 6ng da vach
dudng xuyén dai ngan tai-ga cua Siberia, vugt day nti Sayan, va cu6i
cung da dén dugc thugng nguon song Yenisei. Bang cac tinh toan
phtc tap, 6ng da xac dinh chinh xac trén ban d6 diém ma 6ng can
huéng t6i, va trén mom dat cao ctia mot thao nguyén nhin xudng
dong Yenisei trong xanh, 6ng da dung mot cot go khac dong chi
“Trung tAm chau A” Sau khi da dat dugc muc dich ctia minh va thiét

1. Trong cudn V Tsentre Aziatskogo Materika (O trung tim ctia luc dia chau A) ctia Yuri
Promprov (Moscow, 1950)



lap ky luc dia ly ddc biét nay, nha tham hiém quay vé€ ma khong c6 y
dinh tim hiéu tiép vé cai dat nudc kho dén dugc ma 6ng da dén nay.

béy gan nhu chinh la cdu chuyén ma Manchen-Helfen da ké, chi
c6 mot khac biét nho - cay cot go thay cho tim da ky niém, va chiu
Au thay cho Bic va Nam My, nhiing luc dia ma nha tham hiém da
cé mat ¢ trung tam ctia chung. R6i Alan cho biét da tim thay mot
nguodn tu liéu ti ndm 1927 ciing cd cau chuyén tuong tu.! Toi quyét
dinh tim hiéu vé van dé nay vao ky nghi he. Nha tham hiém ngudi
Anh ky la nay la ai?

Ba nam sau, nhu mét phan trong qua trinh tim hiéu tong thé
cua toi vé Tuva, t6i da vi€t thu cho Hoi Dia ly Hoang gia & London
(Royal Geographical Society) va ké véi ho ciu chuyén ma Otto
Minchen-Helfen da dé cap dén. Toi da nhan dugc thu phuc dap tu
G.S.Dugdale, mot tha thu & Hoi Dia Iy Hoang gia. Ong viét:

Chung t6i c6 mot ban copy cta Reise ins asiatische Tuwa va toi
da to mo tim trich doan ma 6ng néi t6i ... Toi da tra 16i cac cau hdi
ve dia ly 6 thu vién nay hon 20 nam nay, nhung chua bao gi¢ dugc
hoi vé nha tham hiém ngudi Anh vo dinh 4y. Toi ciing mong rang
chung t6i sé phat hién dugc diéu gi do6 ...

O UCLA t6i ngiu nhién va vao bo Nién gidm Whitaker, xuit ban
& London trong thdi gian cuodi thé ky 19 va dau thé ky 20, thoi ky
hoang kim ctia nhting cu¢c tham hiém dugc cac du hanh gia chau

1. Nikolai I. Leonov, Tannu Tuva: Strana goluboi reki (Tannu Tuva: Dat nudc ctua dong
song xanh) (Moscow, 1927)
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Au dt moi thanh phan thyc hién t6i tling ngd ngach cta thé gisi. Toi
14t xem tting ndm mot, bat dau tii 1881 (1a nam dau tién ctia Nién
gidm c6 6 UCLA) t6i 1900. Phin vé chau A nam 1885 kh4 dic sic:

Chau A vin dang mang lai viéc 1am cho nhiéu nha thdm hiém.
TS. Sven Hedin, quay vé Kashgar vao thang Muoi viia qua sau bon
thang & lai Mustagh Ata, lai da lén dudng vao ngay 17 thang Hai
v6i cht dinh di t6i Tay Tang. Khi vuot sa mac cat Takla Makan, ong
suyt mat mang vi khat. Hai ngudi ctia 6ng va sau con lac da da chét,
hau hét trang thiét bi ctia 6ng da bi mat, va 6ng budc phai quay lai
Kashgar. That may 1a 6ng van con giti dugc cac tim ban d6 va nhit
trinh ctia minh. Ong ba Littledale may mén hon. Ho lén dudng vao
thang Muoi mdt ndm 1884, thuc hién chuyén di thu hai téi trung
tdm chau A, va dugc thong béo 1 da t6i dugc Kashmir mot ndm sau
do, sau khi vuot qua tay Tay Tang thanh cong. Hoang tii Henry cua
Orleans, ngudi da tiing di xuyén chiu A tu tiy sang dong, gio lai dang
ban ron véi chuyén di tuong tu nhung theo chiéu ngugc lai. Ho tong
hoang tl c6 cac ong Briffand va Roux. Tt thang Hai viia qua, ho da
di doc bién gidi phia bac ctia Pong Duong dén tan song Mekong,
rdi quay 1én hudng bac, va vao ngay 25 thang Nam da t6i Talifu 6
Yunnan. Ndam ngodi, ngai Obruchev da hoan thanh cudc tham hiém
Tien Shan. Mot nha tham hiém ngudi Nga khac, ngai Roborovsky,
bang quan sat cin trong, da khang dinh d6 cao 4m ddng ngac nhién
(-360 ft) cta vung long chao Turfan, & chinh gitia ctia Trung tdm
chau A. Ong d3 vugt qua tay Gobi t6i Sha-chan, va danh mét phan
cta nam nay dé€ tham hiém céc viing nai theo huéng Kuku Nor...

Toi c6 thé muodng tugng ra Phileas Fogg va nhiing nhan vét c6
ht khac déi ma qua dua, ngoi vin vo trong Cau lac bd Cai cach
(Reform Club), doc Nién gidm Whitaker va tranh ludn vé chuyén



thdm hiém méi diy nhat ctia 6ng ba Littledale & Tay Tang. Toi da
chic mdm rang, trudc khi cham t6i ndm 1900, t6i sé tim thdy mot
doan ndi ring, “O ving dit Trung Qudc ¢ tén Urianghai, ngai
Whittlesley da thanh cong trong viéc dat mot bia ky niém ntia vao
tam diém cua mot luc dia”. Nhung than 6i, nam 1900 dén r6i di ma
khong hé dé lai mot dinh dang nao vé cai 6ng ngudi Anh, cai 6ng
dudng nhu ky cuc dén muc khong them xuat hién ngay ca trong
cudn “kinh thanh” vé€ nhiing nha tham hiém ky la.

Sau d6 toi quay sang cau hoi vé cach xac dinh tdm diém ctia chau
A.l Mo ta clia Promprov vé sy giao nhau ctia cdc duong néi “céc
diém xa nhit trén bién vé cic phia clia chau A”, kha 1a mo ho. Mot
cdch hgp ly hon d6 1a cdt phan ban d6 chau A roi ra réi dung mot
dinh gim chong & phia dudi do tim diém thing bang? Phai chang,
nha tham hiém ky bi ngudi Anh da lam nhu vay?

To6i dén thu vién ban d6 ctia UCLA va chon dé copy may ban do
lich sti. V& nha, t6i dan mdi ban d6 1én mot tdm bia phing roi cit
ching ra mot cach rat cidn than. Dung ban d6 vé theo phép chiéu
Mercator ndi tiéng?, ma n6 lam cho Greenland tréng 16n béing ca
Nam MY, thi “tAm” ctia chau A dugc x4c dinh 13 & tay bic Tuva; cac

phép chiéu hinh nén va dién tich ngang bang da day “tam diém”

1. Vé6i muc dich nay, Richard da dé xuat vai cach xac dinh va viét cac cong thiic toan hoc
day nhiing cos va sin. Toi da 1ap trinh mot trong cac cong thiic nay trén may tinh Sinclair
ZX81 ti xiu cta minh. Sau khi dua vao kinh d¢ va vi d¢ cta vai tram diém quanh bién
giGi chau A, thi theo cong thic nay tAm clia chau A dugc xac dinh & 450 31” Bic va 86°
59’ Dong, gitia céc dun cét & viing Dzungarian — khoang 115 ddm bic Uriimchi, nhung
hon 500 dam tay — nam Kyzyl.

2. Nguy trong tim ctia mot tim phdng — ND.

3. Ticla phuong phép vé ban do thé gidi trong d6 qua dia cau dugc thé hién trén mot mit
phang véi cdc 6 vuong tao bdi cidc duong kinh va vi tuyén; cach vé nay lam nhiing viing
xa duong xich dao bi phéng to ra - ND.
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di xa v€ phia tay nam. Cudi cung tdi da tim dugc mot tdm ban do
thoi nhiing ndm 1850, dugc goi la “Phép chiéu ndi Gall”, rat phu
hop v6i muc dich ctia minh, va “tAm” ctia chau A da dugc xac dinh
la & ngay trén sdng Yenisei gan Kyzyl.

T4t nhién, t6i khong thé néi rang quy 6ng bi 4n ngudi Anh da
st dung chinh phuong thtic nay cho dén khi t6i tim thay mdt vi
du khac. Téi da dan ban do “phép chiéu néi Gall” cta Bac My lén
mot tdm bia, cat no ra, va dung moét chiéc dinh ghim xac dinh diém
thdng bang. “Tam” hinh hoc dugc xac dinh 1a & nam Saskatchewan
— phia bac Rugby, bac Dakota, & d6 ngay nay c6 mét dai ky niém
danh ddu diém dic biét nay.

Toi tim thay & thu vién UCLA mot cudn sach cd tén la Cdc dai
ky niém Saskatchewan - t6i khong ddm tin vao vdn may ctia minh
niia — nhung buén thay, chang c¢é dai ky niém nao trong d6 danh
dé danh d4u tam diém cua Bac My ca. Khong nan long, t6i dién
thoai t6i mot sO thu vién & Saskatchewan, ké ca may thu vién chinh
& Saskatoon, Regina, va Moosejaw. Mot trong cdc thu vién nay co
mot ban lich st dia phuong do Julie Harris va Brock Silversides
phu trach.

Co Harris nhan dién cta t6i. Sau khi t6i gidi thich toan b cau
chuyén, c6 dy ndi, “Toi nhé la c6 moét thanh phd nho gan day da
c6 lan tuyén bé la tam di€ém dia ly ctia Bac My, nhung sau khong
thady noi gi nia”,

“That tuyét voi!”

Nhung mét vai tuin sau, c6 Harris van khong thé dinh vi dugc
cai thanh pho ay. Chu dé nay van con la mot bi 4n.

Khi mua thu dén, van chua c6 mot 16i nao tti Moscow hay Kyzyl,

nhung chung t6i chang thé lam gi hon - chung t6i khong thé viét



rd cho Vainshtein ciing nhu Daryma va hoi, “Nay, viéc moi chung
toi thé nao roi!”

Vao thang Mudi, Quoc hoi Ba Lan didt Cong doan Poan két ra
ngoai vong phap luat. Bat chudc tong thong Reagan, t6i da dat mot
cdy nén trén bé ctia s nhu mot biéu tugng ctia niém hy vong vé
nén ty do ¢ Ba Lan. To6i khong dam tudng tugng rang, chua day
bay ndm sau, Cong doan Poan két da vung lén dé thanh l4p chinh
phti phi Cong san dau tién § Dong Au. Ma budc di ddu tién ctia qud
trinh do sé xdy ra vao thdng sau.

Mot budbi sang vao thang Mudi mét, Glen goi dién cho toi.
“Lenny Brezhnev mait r6i”, cau 4y ndi. “Dém mudn hom qua toi
bat radio séng ngan, tim dai Magadan, nhung thay cho chuong
trinh thudng ngay la quan nhac, hang gio ngudi doc thong cédo
lén séng va néi...”

Glen bat bang ghi am chuong trinh phat thanh va dich:

Chu y, cac dong chi cha y! Ban chép hanh Trung uong Dang Cong
san Lién X6, Doan Chu tich X0 Viét Toi cao cua Lién bang Cong
hoa Xa hoi Chu nghia X6 Viét va Hoi dong B¢ trudng cua Lién Xo,
dau budn siu sac thong bao véi Dang va toan thé nhan dan Lién
X6 rang, vao ngay 10 thang Mudi mot ndm 1982, liac 8 gio 30 sang,
sau thoi gian dai 1am trong bénh, Téng Bi thu Ban chap hanh Trung
uong Dang Cong san Lién X0 kiém Chu tich Doan Chu tich X6 Viét
T6i cao ctia Lién bang Cong hoa Xa hdi Chu nghia X6 Viét, Leonid
Ilyich Brezhnev, lanh tu xuét sic ctia Pang Cong san va chinh phut
Lién X0, chién si kién dinh vi ly tudng cta cht nghia cong san va
hoa binh, di qua ddi. Ong sé séng mai trong trai tim cia nhan dan

Lién X0 va toan thé nhan loai tién bo.
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Cac dai khu vuc 6 Los Angeles méi bat dau dua tin nay: Leonid
Brezhnev, ngudi dan 6ng véi long may to ram, ngudi da sap dat cudc
ra di ctia Nikita Khrushchev 18 nam vé trudc, da qua doi, va vai ngay
sau do da dugc ké tuc boi ngudi ding dau KGB, Yuri Andropovw.

Vao cuoi thang do, t6i dugc moi cung di véi Richard téi vién
Esalen, mot “tu vién thé tuc” & vung bo bién California phia nam
Monterey. Ong chti tri mot seminar kéo dai mot tudn 1€ véi tieu dé
“Quan diém co hoc lugng tu vé thuc tién” cho nhiing ngudi dang
canh giac véi “khoa hoc gisi quyén uy”. Viéc cua t6i la day ho choi
tréng, ndé nhu mdt thd thudc chiia can bénh “suy nghi cang thang”
thuong thay & cac nha vat ly.

Khi chung tdi lai xe 1én vung bd bién, toi hay diing lai d€ chup
hinh. Tt trudng thi cang luc cang s6t rudét muon mau dén noi. Khi
dén noi, tdi méi hiéu vi sao: Suot doc bo bién California khong
noi nao dep hon Esalen - nhét 1a khi tinh thém ca cai hdp dan
cua nhiing khung hinh khoéa than dang tdm nang trén nhiing ban
massage, hodc ngdm trong nhiing bon tam dugc cip nudc tii nhiing
sudi nuGc ndng ngay trén vach da.

Dén cudi tuan, sau khi hoan thanh seminar ctia minh vé co hoc
lugng tu, ! Richard noéi rang 6ng cam thay khong dn nhép lam.

“Toi hiéu y ong”, t6i ndi. “Trong hiéu sach toan nhiing sach vé
yoga, than giao cadch cdm, quyén nang kim ty thap, thu gi do goi la
‘Rolfing, va thdm chi ca cudn véi tiéu dé Tinh duc va Bé ndo. Ngay
gitia cai dong hé 16n ay 1a Ddc trung ctia dinh ludt vat ly ctia R. P.

Feynman”?

1. Mot s6 tu liéu da xuat hién trong cudn sach sau nay ctia 6ng, QED: The Strange Theory
of Light and Matter (Princeton University Press, 1985)
2. MIT Press, 1965; in lan thii mudi 1982



“Dung vdy. Lan sau, t6i muon lam gi dé khac di”

“Dugc thoi”, téi nodi, “nhiing cau chuyén ma 6ng ké véi toi khi

chung ta cung choi trong - vé mot phuong dién nao dé chung

gan nhu la cac triét ly. Ching ta chi can nghi cach dién dat né

A )

ma thoi’”,

Richard ké ra nhiing cha dé trong khi t6i ghi chép va bién bao

dé chon ra cac tiéu dé kha di. Faustin Bray, mot luc tudng tugng sau

nhting trai nghiém Esalen ctia Tu trudng, thém nhiing ti chuyén

mon thoi thugng riéng dé cho doan viét phu hgp véi catalog ctia

Esalen. Khi hoan thanh, n6 cé n¢i dung nhu sau:

92 -

Phong cdch suy nghi riéng

Muc dich ctia tuén nay 1a giup nhiing ngudi tham gia phét trién dugc
mot triét ly ca nhan doc dao cé thé mang dén sy binh an ctia tam tri

va sy yéu thich nhiing diéu trai ngugc ctia cudc séng.

Trong khoa hoc, khi ching ta nhin nhén nhiing sy vat binh thudng
bang cach nhin méi va khong dinh trudc, ching ta sé nhin dugc su
hiéu biét méi va su sac hon. Khi tiép cin cac vin dé ca nhan bang
chinh cach nay, nhiing nhan thtc hitu dung bat ngd ciing thuong
xudt hién. Khdi niém nay sé dugc minh hoa bang hai cach: thong
qua thado luan nhiing y tudng cua riéng con ngudi nhu su ngo vuc,
khong chac chén, sy dn nén, tinh trach nhiém, chan gia tri va tu do;
va bang cach nhin nhan ty nhién nhu mot gido vién mang nhiing
y tudng nay trong dau. Ngudi tham gia dugc madi dong gop nhiing

suy nghi cia minh trong cac phién thao luan.

Qua trinh suy nghi va trai nghiém sé dugc tich hgp bang cach phoi
hop cdc k§ ndng bi truyén, am nhac, nghé thuat hinh anh va tro vui.
Ban dugc moi mang theo nhiing dung cu nhip diéu.

RICHARD FEYNMAN



Néam méi da dén gan, toi di mua thiép chic miing d€ gui cho
Vainshtein va Daryma. Khi Glen dén tham Pasadena dip nghi Giang
Sinh, t6i cho cdu &y xem cai thiép ma t6i da chon: canh mdt tap léu
g0 nam trong tuyét, v4i nhiing vét banh xe dan téi 1éu.

Glen nhin tam thiép mot cach de chiing. “Ralph, chung ta khong
thé gtii cai thiép nay dugc. VGi ching ta né trong hay hay va ngd
ngo vi nhiing canh nay giong nhu 1a 6 may thé hé trudc. Nhung véi
mot ngudi X6 Viét, thi né lai c6 thé la mot cach nhac nhé hét stic
thit vé cudc song kém phat trién & Siberia ngay hom nay.

“Khong gion day chu?”

“Khong gion”

Cu6i cing chiing t6i thdng nhdt gti cdc tdm thiép c6 hinh Ong
gia Tuyét dang cudi mot cai van trugt.

Khi Glen con & Pasadena, cau da dé xuat mot ké hoach. “Hay chup
mot tdm hinh cta chung ta, va gtii né téi Tuvinskaya Pravda (bdo
“Su that Tuvinsk”). Toi cda 1a toi co thé lam cho n6 dugc in”

“Chdng mét gi’, toi ndi. “Co thé vién ctia Ondar sé chu y hon dén
chung ta néu chung ta xuat hién trén bao cua Kyzyl. Nhung trén co
s& nao ma cau nghi la cé thé lam cho né dugc in?”

Glen nhac tdi la cau 4y da diang ky mua Pravda, dugc gtii hang ngay
bang chuyén phat nhanh tti Moscow dén can hd cua ciu ¢ Oakland
v6i chi 50 xu mdi tudn - rd rang day la moét cai gia da dugc ha di rat
nhiéu. “Téi cho rdang moi dong rup ho dang chi d€ chuyén Pravda cho
toi déu 1a mot dong rup yéu dugce chi cho qudc phong’, cau &y ndi.
“Chuyén ay rit dé doan, n6 la mét tro dua!” Glen vién dan mot vi du:
“Mot doc gid 6 lang Kavalerovo thudc ving Primorskii viét, “Toi doc
thay 6 Trung Qudc mot ké hoach phét trién kinh t€ nam nam méi
da dugc thong qua. Hay ké vé diéu nay” - Lam on tha cho t6i di!”



Vi ndm mdéi cta Tuva sap dén, Glen dé xuét, chung t6i nén gui
thi€p miing Shagaa cung v6i anh cua ching toi. Toi nhd Yasushi
Ohnuki (ngudi ham m¢ Kurosawa, anh da dua t6i di xem Dersu
Uzala) va con trai Tohru cua anh chup hinh Tu trudng, Glen, va
toi. Richard c6 y tudng vé viéc day chiéc xe ctia toi véi hét stic minh
d€ minh hoa rang chung t6i dang nd lyc nhu thé nao dé€ dén dugc
Tuva. Yasushi bAm may khi Richard néi dua, “Ching ta nén goi btic
hinh nay la “Tuva hay la vé mong!”™

Glen khuyén chung t6i ring ban bién tdp cua bao Tuvinskaya
Pravda khong c6 khi€u hai hudc dé chdp nhan mot bic anh nhu
thé. Vay nén chung t6i da gtii bic anh ba chung tdi diing canh cai
xe cua toi, vai bién s§ xe TOUVA rét ro. Glen viét mot bai bao nho

bang tiéng Nga:

Chuc Shagaa hanh phuc! Chung t6i, nhiing ngud6i dan California,
Ralph Leighton, TS. Richard Feynman, va Glen Cowan, mudn, qua
quy bdo, gtii dén nhan dan Tuviskaya ASSR 16i chuc miing nong
nhiét nhét.

Chung tdi ngac nhién boi vé dep, su phong phu va da dang cta thién
nhién & d4t nudc céc ban - dit nudc ndm & trai tim clia chau A. Ching
toi ddc biét quan tam dén nhan ching hoc va am nhac Tuva. Chung toi
da nghe mot cach rat thich thu bang ghi am nhiing phong cach nhac
dan gian Tuva “sygyt’, “kargyraa’, va “hoomei’, ma TS. S.I.Vainshtein &
Vién Dan toc hoc Miklukho-Maklay tai Moscow gti tdng.

Chung t6i tin rdng ngay nay, khi ma hanh tinh ctia chtiing ta dang
trai qua mot thai ky that kho khan, thi diéu rat quan trong 1a hay thé
hién mong muon cta chung ta vé€ nhiing méi quan hé tot dep, cling
nhu hoa binh va htiu nghi gitia cac dan toc. Chung t6i chic cac ban

hanh phuc, stic khoe va thanh cong.
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V6i su kinh trong va nhiing 16i chuc chan thanh ti California,
[va dudi do6 la chit ky cua chung t6i.]

A }.\_;

-

JowGoL MOTORS
B CALIFORNIA |

Tk

KYZYL _

“Tuva hay la v& mong!” Richard gang day chiéc xe ctia Ralph di vai buéc trén
con duong t6i Tuva (Pugc su cho phép ctia Yasushi Ohnuki)




Mac du kha nang tiéng Nga ctia Glen kha an tugng, t6i van khong
c6 nhiéu hy vong la hinh ctia chung toi sé xuat hién & Kyzyl. Toi da
tung viét cho Tuvinskaya Pravda vai nam trudc yéu cadu mot ban
tiéng Tuva ctia td bdo. Toi tham chi da gtii kem cd may Phiéu Phan
hoi Quoéc té dé ho khong phai tra tién khi glii bao cho t6i, thé ma
van chang nhan dugc gi.

Ngay sau khi chung toi gui thu chic miing Shagaa t6i Tuvinskaya
Pravda, chtiing t6i da nhan dugc thu chuc mling ndm méi ctia Sevyan
Vainshtein - nhung khong c6 16i nao vé€ viéc 6ng va giam ddc vién
cta 6ng 6 Moscow da sap xép dugc cho ching t6i moét chuyén di

dén Tuva hay khong.

Vao mua xuan nam 1983, tau vii tru con thoi c6 tén Challenger da
thuc hién chuyén bay dau tién. Trong khodng thdi gian do, Glen bay
t6i New York dé€ tham gia phong van & mot t6 chtic ¢ tén 1a Nghién
ctiu va Trao d6i Qudc té (International Research and Exchange -
IREX), v6i hy vong sé dugc mot nam thuc tap sau dai hoc vé vat ly
¢ Lién X6. Cau 4y la mot ting vién hoan héo, am hiéu tét linh vuc
chuyén mon ctia minh va con thong thao tiéng Nga nita. Glen da
vugt qua ky phong van véi két qua my man va sé di Moscow vao
mua thu, sau khi B¢ Dai hoc Lién X6 tim dugc cho cau ay mot noi

hoc phu hgp.

biéu nay mé ra co hdi tot nhat cho chiung t6i d€ dat dugc muc
dich ctia minh: sap t6i Nhiing nguidi ban cua Tuva sé c6 mot trong
nhiing thanh vién nong cot cia nd 6 ngay Moscow! Véi dau 6c
nhanh nhen, sy duyén dang va von tiéng Nga tuyét voi cia minh,
Glen sé dé dang lam cho chuyén di ctia ching t6i tré thanh hién

thuc. Bay gio chi con la van dé thoi gian.
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Cudc nghién ctiu Tuva cua ching téi van tiép tuc. Thang Nam,
Alan gtii giay d€ nghi chinh phu My cung cap mét danh sach nhiing
anh Landsat (vé tinh) tii 49 dén 54° Bac va tli 88° dén 99° Dong.
Vai tuan sau t6i nhan dugc moét danh sich in tii computer gom
20 trang liét ké hang tram btic anh - véi ghi chu vé dia diém, loai
kinh loc da st dung, ti 1¢ pht cia may, ngay thu thép va chat lugng
tong thé. Tap tai liéu con cho biét, d€ nhan dugc mot biic anh don
(khoang 64,5 cm vuong) phai trad khoang 100 dola. Toi dat mua moét
btic anh ma trong danh sach ghi 1a khong c6 may che phu, véi Kyzyl
nam & khoang gita.

Khi nhan dugc tdm anh Landsat gui qua buu dién, t6i mang né
sang nha Feynman. Richard lay ra tit ngan ban mdt cai kinh lip c&
16n va chung t6i khao sat btic anh tling ly mot. N6 cho thdy mot
cach r6 rang hai nhanh cua song Yenisei hop lai thanh cdi ma ngudi
Tuva goi la “Ulug Khem”, hay 1a “Con s6ng cai”. Day nui Sayan bao
pht bdi rting rdm & phia Bac Kyzyl la mot khoang téi, trii nhiing
ngon nui tuyét phu; cac thao nguyén kho can vé phia nam va phia
tay thi déu nhat mau. Nhin kha r6 dudng chi manh Ussinki Trakt,
con duong chinh ndi Tuva véi Siberia. Vung rudt cua Tuva trong
khac biét; viing nay va nta td noi khac xung quanh Tuva cé cac
ky hiéu “ctia m&” la mat. Chung t6i d6 rang dé c6 thé 1a cac nong
trang tap thé 16n.

Toi dong khung btic anh va treo né 1én tudng ctia can “phong
khéach” 3x4 m cua tdi, doi dién véi ban do khong luu 16n vé Tuva
cua Cuc ban do quéc phong ma tdi da ap lén mot tam van ép.

Vao thang Sau, khi tau Challenger thuc hién chuyén bay thi hai
cua minh thi Sally Ride ghi moc lich st 1a ngudi phu nit My dau

tién bay vao vi tru.



Mot thang sau, mot nii sinh phd thong & Maine tén la Samantha
Smith, da viét mot bic thu cho Yuri Andropov dé nghi 6ng khong
phat dong chién tranh hat nhéan, cling da ghi moc lich st khi dugc
mdi tham gia trai he thiéu nhi & Bién Den véi tu cach la khach moi
riéng cta nha lanh dao X6 Viét.

Toi ban luan sy kién nay véi Glen. “Cé 1€, chinh t6i nén viét cho
Andropov’, tdi n6i. “Co trai he thi€u nhi nao & Tuva khong?”

“Anh dua a?” Céu 4y cudi. “Sé chdng dn thua gi ddu — anh khong
c6 duyén nhu Samantha Smith”.

Khi sac he da nhat, chuyén bay 007 ctia Korean Airlines bat ngo
rai trén bién. Thoat dau Lién X6 khong thtia nhéan viéc ban ha chiéc
may bay ay. Roi ho im lang vé van dé nay. Mot ngay sau, Ngoai
truong Shultz dén trudc Lién hgp qudc bat nhiing cudn bing cua
CIA trong c6 16i ctia mot phi cong chién dau Lién X6 “Muc tiéu
da bi ha”.

Lién X6 da bi mat mdt. Quan hé gifia cac cudng qudc lai cang
xau hon. Nhiing ngudi tham gia chuong trinh IREX tu Lién X0, viia
md6i dén My da bi goi quay vé vi su an toan cua ho. B¢ Dai hoc Lién
X6 chua tim thay noi nao cho Glen sang hoc.

Mac cho su ché giéu trudc day cua Glen, téi van muon thi cai
chién lugc ctia Samantha Smith. Toi dé xuat viét cho moi thanh
vién ctia BO chinh trj Lién X0, bao gdbm ca Andropov, khédn thiét
kéu goi ho dting d€ vu tham hoa ctia Korean Airlines ngén can viéc
t6i Moscow ctia nhiing ngudi My tham gia chuong trinh IREX.
“Chi can mot cudce goi tli chi mot uy vién B chinh tri la ¢6 thé giai
quyét van dé cua cau’, téi noi. “Viéc copy la thu va gtii né di muoi

l4n cling chdng t6n kém 1a bao”
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Glen mién cudng dong y dich la thu cta toi sang tiéng Nga, va
thém vao nhiing uyén ngii pht hop dé né nghe truyén cam hon.
Nhung qua mdy tudn, dan tré nén ro6 rang la Glen va nhiing nguai
khdc tham gia chuong IREX sé khong dugc phép téi Moscow.

Tuy nhién, mua thu &y ciing c6 moét tin vui nho nhd dén tu
Sevyan Vainshtein. Ong 4y viét ring minh d3 dén Tuva vao thing
Sau, va rat doi ngac nhién khi thay mot bai viét trén Tuvinskaya
Pravda vé6i 16i chiic mung tU California, kém theo mot tadm hinh that
ddc biét — ong da gti cling luc ba ban copy. Mdc du Glen da khong
thé dén dugc Moscow, gio day chung t6i c6 thé noi, nho ¢ cau ay

ma ching t6i da xu4t hién & “Trung tAm cta chau A"






iy

Bo nguai Mg
tai duoc Tuvo

Khong lau sau cdi lan chung t6i nao ntc vi nhin
thay anh minh trén Tuvinskaya Pravda, anh trai t6i da
gti cho t6i 4n pham thdng Chin clia tap chi chau Au
vé Dia ly, trong d6 c6 mot bai nhan dé “Siberien - der
Riese hinter Europa” (“Siberia - 16n hon ca chau Au”).
Toi bdo cho Richard va 6ng da sang nha toi.

Chting t6i lat trang ddu tién ctia bai bao. G d6 c6
mot bic anh - btic anh chup ti trén khong trai ra
trén hai trang tap chi - mdt day cac qua doi phua boi
tham co thip mau vang-xanh. O bén trai 1a mot dan
nhé bo Tay Tang - hau hét la bo den, vai con mau
trang — va hai nguoi chidn bo ngoi trén lung ngua.
O bén phai 1a ca tram con ctiu cum lai thanh mot
dam. Co hai cai léu tron, ca hai déu trang véi chdp
mau ndu: cai dang sau & canh noi cot ngua; cai dang
trudc thi c6 mot 6 t6 nhé mau trang doé bén canh.
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Vai con bo tha thin, va doi con lgn. D6 1a mot aal - mot trai cua
nguoi du muc.
Day la btic anh mau dau tién vé Tuva ma chung t6i tting thay.
Mot lan niia, cai tiéng Diic trung hoc phé thong cua t6i lai dugc
phat huy tac dung. Buc anh c¢é tiéu dé “Manh dat v6i hang ngan
khuon mat” va 16i chu giai:

Gitia day Ural, bién gidi cia chiu Au va Thai Binh Duong xa xdi
khong cé gi khac ngoai Siberia — vung dat ménh mang véi tang dat
cai dong bang vinh ctiu & phia bac, nai lta phun trao 6 Kamchatka,
tham do dau khi & viing lanh nguyén, tram thty dién 16n nhat thé gidi
& Shusheskoye, va thién nhién chua hé bi tan pha & cac rling tai-ga.
Ngay chinh gitia ctia luc dia chau A, & thugng Iuu song Yenisei va
bién giéi Mong C6, Siberia ctia nhiing ngudi du muc Tuva tach biét
v6i phan con lai cua thé gidi giong nhu noi dinh cu ctia nhiing ngudi
thd dan géc & Mién Tay Hoang da ctia nuéc My. O nhiing viing nii
cao, nguoi Tuva chan bo Tay Tang. Nhiing ngudi du muc nay c6 mot
nén kinh t€ stia rat phat trién v6i moét san phdm phu dugc yéu thich
trén khap Lién bang X6 Viét: ho lam vodka tu sita.

Trong s6 hon hai chuc tdm anh vé Siberia, cé ba tam anh mau
khac vé Tuva. Cdc tdm anh nay cho thay, tré em Tuva cao troc dau
chi d€ lai mét lon téc & phia trudc, mau toc ctia mot bé gai Tuva c6
thé viia rat sam lai viia ndu nhat, con cidc canh dong & Tuva thi dugc
phan thanh cac dai v6i nhiing vat rong chling ndim mét xen ké nhau.

Cach phéan canh dong thanh dai nhu thé ggi Richard nhé vé btic
anh Landsat. Chung t6i dung kinh lap xem xét cdn than nhiing noi c6
danh dau 6 cta m& trén biic anh nay. Va dung that, mot trong nhiing
noi &y chinh la noi ma tdm anh ctia tap chi Dja Iy da dugc thuc hién.
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Phan 16i ctia bai bdo do mot ngudi Nga viét, n6 nhan manh tién
bd cong nghiép 16n lao cta Siberia. Tuy nhién, btic anh duy nhat
trai dai hai trang v6i nhiing con bo tay tang va nhiing can 1éu tron
da gtii di mot thong diép rang, Tuva cta con tem buu dién van con
hién htiu vao nam 1983.

Khi Gidng Sinh t6i gan, toi chgt nay ra y tudng vé qua ting khi
dang & trong mdt trung tAm mua sam: mot ngudi ban hang giGi thiéu
cac tro choi ghép hinh theo yéu cau ti bat ky buc anh nao. Téi voi
chay v€ nha tim ban copy ctia btic anh ma t6i da tim thdy & thu vién
Los Angeles. Mot tuan sau, cac thanh vién khac cua Nhitng nguidi
ban ctia Tuva ghép lai nhiing bic hinh nhu thét cai chén linh thiéng
ctia cac 1@ khich lap di - dai ky niém “Trung tdm Chau A” & Kyzyl.

Vao thang Giéng nam 1984, trong hop thu ctia t6i xuat hién mot
phong bi gti ti l1anh sy quan X6 Viét & San Francisco. Phai chéng,
vién cua Ondar da gtii thu mai ghi tén ctia ching tdi téi lanh su
quan, nhu Glen da dé nghi qua dién thoai? Néu vay thi qua that la
mot phép mau!

Bén ngoai 1a thu viét:

Thua Ong Leighton:

Toi lay lam han hanh dugc chuyén téi 6ng phic dap cta V.V.Grishin,
uy vién Bo chinh tri cta Ban chdp hanh trung uong Bang Cong san
Lién X0...

La thu ctia Grishin (bang tiéng Nga) dugc dainh may - chi khong
phai copy nhu 14 thu ctia chung t6i - va c6 chii ky ctia 6ng bang but
mdy muc xanh. Toi nghi bung, Cha! Chién lugc Samantha Smith

cuoi cung da thanh cong! La thu trong rat an tugng, trong dé cé
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bao nhiéu la loai CCCP!. To6i nghi, t6t nhat la goi dién bao Glen xép
va-li dan la viia!

Toi 14t trang va doc nhanh “ban dich khong chinh thtic” ctia lanh
su quan. Ban dich bat dau bang:

Thua Ong Leighton:

Toi da doc rat ky 14 thu clia 6ng va chia sé v6i 6ng noi lo vé su xau
di tram trong cua quan h¢ X6-My, hé qua ctia chién dich chong X6

Viét ctia chinh quyén tong thong Reagan...

Ong Grishin da viét nhiing diéu khéc véi suy nghi cta toi. L4
thu tiép tuc:

O Lién X0, v6i méi quan tim sau sic, chiing toi nhan thiy sy gia
ting dot bién clia nhiing cing thang qudc té. My 1én ké hoach trién
khai cdc tén lta tAm trung méi & Tay Au, chting 1 nhiing vii khi pht
dau nhdm vao Lién X9, de doa nghiém trong hoa binh...

Toi da chang nhic gi dén tén ltia trong 14 thu ctia minh. Cho du
thu tra 16i cta 6ng Grishin dugc viét bang mot may chit ¢t va dugc
ky boi chinh ty vién B chinh tri nay, n6 ré rang la mot 14 thu viét
theo khuon mau. Trong thu khéng nhic dén tinh canh cta Glen.

Vao dau thang Hai, Yuri Andropov, ngudi c6 vé nhu dang dan
dat mot phong trao cai cach than trong, da qua ddi sau chi mudi lam
thang nam quyén. K€ nhiém 6ng la mot trong nhiing ngudi ban ca

cua Brezhnev, Konstantin Chernenko, bay muoai hai tuoi.

1. Viét tat ctia Lién bang X6 Viét - ND.
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Cuoi thang do, trudc khi di Esalen dé€ dan dat seminar déu tién
cta minh vé “Phong cach suy nghi riéng”, Richard da cung t6i dén
Hoi trudng Cong dian Pasadena d€ gip g6 v6i Dalai Lama ctia Tay
Tang. Dalai Lama da ndéi mot cach day cdm hiing vé nhiing diéu ky
diéu cta tu nhién da dugc khoa hoc kham pha. Tu trudng rat thich
budi noéi chuyén nay, nhat la cach ma “tin do Phat gido binh di” -
Dalai Lama ty goi minh nhu vay - dung su hai huéc (thudng la sy
mat mat ctia chinh 6ng) dé néi vé mét van dé. Cach Dalai Lama tiép
can cudc séng lam t6i nhé dén mot cau ma Richard noi 1a cua me
minh: “Dang thtc hiéu biét cao nhat ma chung ta c6 thé dat dugc
la ti€éng cudi va tinh thuong yéu dong loai”

Cudc gdp g6 sé tuyét voi biét bao, toi nghi, néu nhu Tu trudng
va Dalai Lama gép truc tiép nhau! Nhung chao 6i, cdi seminar sap
t6i & Esalen da khong cho phép tdi sap xép mot cudc hdi ngd tay
doi nhu vdy (mdc du t6i da c6 gang, cling chi dugc c6 thé thoi.)

V€ co ban, seminar “Phong cach suy nghi riéng” la mot bai tap,
hoc cach suy nghi cho chinh minh. Mic du, nhiing ngudi tham gia
khoi ddu bang thu dong nghe theo tling 16i ctia Richard, ong 4y rét
cudc da lam ho tré nén chu dong thach d6 ong, va da dién ra mot
s6 dam luéan tha vi.

Trong mot budi sinh hoat, c6 tén 1a “Cha Me dang tu hao”, Tu
trudng hoi rang, liéu cha me cé xting dang dugc chic mting vi nhiing
thanh cong ctia mdt da con ngoan. Véi nhiing ngudi trd 16i “co,
ong hoi ti€p, thé liéu cha me do vay cé nén chap nhan nhiing 16i
khién trach vé nhiing thit bai ctia mét dtia con hu. Ong néi vé tac
hai ctia cac “chuyén gia’, cac tuyén bo ctia ho vé nuoi day con tré da
lam cho céc bac cha me cam thay khong thdéa dang. “Nhu trong gidao

duc, chang ai biét 1am viéc d6 nhu thé nao’, - thay tu méi nhap dao
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khuyén bao. “Ct lam tot nhét c6 thé, va dling dé y kién ctia ngudi
khéac hoac tién cua lam mat di su ty tin cta ban”

Sau d6, mét phu nii dang e then, khdng néi may trong budi thao
luan, da dén ndi véi Tu trudng. “Toi danh gia cao nhiing nhén xét ctia
ong vé viéc lam cha lam me” Co 4y noi. “Toi da nhan nu6i mot bé trai
hai tudi, that rat kho nuoi dudng. Khi mudi sau tudi, chau da ty van”.

Trong khi toi gidi han sy tham gia ctia minh vao cac thao luin
Esalen bang viéc chai tréng va ngdm minh trong bé bai nudc nong,
thi Richard thich tha véi mot tro tiéu khién méi - massage. Dén
cuoi tudn, 6ng da thoa tay 1én va xuong doc theo co thé da dugc boi
dau cta nhiéu dan 6ng va phu ni (thich nhat la nhém thu hai) véi
du hinh dang va kich ¢&. Vao budi t6i trude khi quay lai Pasadena,
ong da nhao qua ctia cabin cua chung téi va tuyén bé mot cach tu
hao, “Nay, anh ban, t6i la mot thg massage thuc thu day!”

Richard mo ta - tiing dong tac mdt — ca massage dai va cham
ma ong da lam t6i hom dé cho mot phu nii ma 6ng gap trong 16p.
Ong gi6i thiéu cac nhém co clia c6 dy ct nhu chting 1a cac bo phan
trong mot dan nhac giao hudng. Ong dién ta cach thiic xoa bdp ti
nhém co nay sang nhdm co khac véi cudong do tang dan cho t6i
khi ngudi phu ni thd mét hoi dai day thu gian. Co dy da ndi rang
dé 1a ca massage tuyét voi nhat ma minh da tling dugc trai nghiém.

Trd vé véi thuc tai, muia xudn mang theo tin ttic vé viéc CIA bi
mat phd hoai cac cang ctia Nicaragua. Lién quan véi cai nam 1984 4y,
trong dau toi nay sinh duy nhit mot ké hoach kha 1a 1at 1éo: Thang
Mudi sé ky niém bon muoi nam ngay sat nhap Tuva vao Lién bang
X0 Viét. Chac chan sé c¢é nhiing hoat dong chao mting su kién dang
ghi nhé nay. Kyzyl chac sé dugc trang hoang dé€ don tiép cac quan
chtic dén tham. Mot cudc diéu hanh? Tat nhién - no sé di qua ngay
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mdt trudc toa nha chinh phu & Kyzyl. Nguoi dan dau danh du? Ai
xung dang hon cdi ngudi da xuat hién cung véi hai ban ctia minh
trén Tuviskaya Pravda! Du sao thi, chdc han bay gi¢ chung toi da 1a
nhiing ngudi ndi tiéng khap Tuva roi.

Toi viét mot 1a thu cho TASS, thong tan xa X6 Viét. Toi cho rang,
co 1é day 1a t6 chilic quan tam nhét dén viéc co6 ai do viét vé bon
muoci nam X0 Viét Tuva.

Mua heé dén gan, t6i nghi vé thé van hoi Olympic sé dién ra & Los
Angeles vao cuo6i thang Bay. Nguoi Tuva ndi tiéng vé cic mdn ban
cung, vat va cudi ngua. Toi mo la sé tim thady mot cai tén cé dudi —ool
(mot dang tén Tuva kiéu nhu -son) trong chuong trinh dau vit, va
hét 1én “Ekii!”. Nhung vao thang Nam, Lién X6 va cac nudc cong
hoa thanh vién ctia n6 tuyén bé rang, ho sé tdy chay thé van hoi.

Du vay, t6i da tham duy 1€ khai mac thé van hoi Olympic. Ngoai
doi nha, sy ¢6 vi 16n nhat da duge danh cho cac van dong vién
dién kinh Rumani, ho da bat chip viéc Lién X6 tdy chay thé van
hoi. O man két ctia chuong trinh, khoang vai ngan ngudi dan Nam
California di vao, mdc trang phuc truyén thong ctia cac nuéc tham
gia thé van hoi, va ca cac nuéc khong tham gia, trong dé co cac nuéde
cong hoa cua Lién Xo6. Toi nghi, chac phai cd ngusi Tuva séng dau
dé 6 Nam Californial!

Thé van hoi da dién ra suon sé. Ngay ca cac cdu nhay ciing da
lam viéc mot cach hoan hdo, bat chip viéc kiém tra ky luéng (co
di giay) cua téi va mét s6 nguoi ban chi hai tudn trude budi 1€ khai
mac - chung t6i da dan dung mét man nhay hai hudc cho quan chtic
cac loai ctia Ban T6 chtic Thé vin hdi Dia phuong. (Vi ly do nao dé
ma ngudi ta khong chon nhay ciu hai hudc lam mot mon thé thao

trinh dién - it nhat la khong chon vao nam 1984.)
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Khong cé hoat dong nao lién quan dén Tuva trong suot mua he,
khong mot 161 tii Moscow hodc Kyzyl. Toi da hoan tat chuong trinh
cao hoc vé thong tin dai ching va cong nghé gido duc & Dai hoc
bang California, Los Angeles, viia dung dip gac lai viéc giang day.

Khi mua he sap két thuc, John Boslough, mdt cay but cua tap
chi Dia ly Quoc gia (National Geographic), da dén tham Tu trudng
& Caltech. Ong nay dang chudn bj viét mot bai vé thoi gian.

“Co chuyén gi vay?” Richard dua. “Dja ly Quoc gia khong con
noi nao trén thé giéi d€ ma viét niia a?”

“Khong hin nhu vay’, Boslough tra 16i.

Tu trudng khong hiing tha 1am.! “Ma, t6i sé ndi cho anh biét’,
ong noéi. “Cé moét noi trén thé giéi ma Dia ly Quoc gia van chua dé
cap dén”.

“That sao?”

Richard bat dau noi vé Tuva.

“Nghe thu vi ddy”, Boslough ndi. “Sao 6ng khong viét cho tdi mot
btc thu chi ti€t, hoan chinh - chin hodc mudi trang — vé nhiing gi
ong via ké; roi viét mot thu ngan — mot hodc hai trang — va gtii né
cho ngai Grosvenor, Cht tich Hoi Dia ly Quoc gia. Toi van tham du
cac cudc hop d€ quyét dinh sé viét vé cai gi, va véi buc thu chi tiét
cua Ong, toi c6 thé nodi thay 6ng y tudng nay. Néu ngai Grosvenor
chap nhan thi viéc 6ng dén Tuva la qud don gidn — quan hé gitia
Ho6i va Lién X0 rat tot.

Khi Tu trudng dén choi trong, 6ng da ké cho t6i vé cudc gip
v6i Boslough.

1. Du vay, bai bdo vé thoi gian ctia Boslough cudi cung ciing da xuét hién sdu ndm sau, bat
ddu bang vién dan t6i Richard Feynman.
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“That tuyét voi!” Toi ndi mot cach hang hai. “Pay la co hoi
tot nhat ma chung ta tiing cd, boi vi nd phu thudc cht yéu vao
nhiing ngudi & day, trén dat My, chi khong phai nhiing ngusi
¢ Lién X0

Chung t6i quyét dinh viét buc thu chi tiét trude. Moi ngudi viét
mot ban nhép, réi xem ai dién ta cai gi t6t hon. Sau do tdi sé ghép
cac cau va cac doan lai v6i nhau. (bén luc ay, t6i da c6 nhiéu kinh
nghié¢m, to6i dang viét vai cau chuyén ma réi chung sé tré thanh mot
phan ctia cudn Surely You're Joking, Mr. Feynman! (Feynman, Chuyén
that nhu diia — NXB Tré 2012)). Toan bd qua trinh cling mat dén vai
tuan, nhung khong sao: chung t6i khong muon lam hong co hdi nay.

Sau khi so sanh hai ban thu nhap, t6i danh may buc thu dai va
mang no téi Esalen, & dé Tu trudng lai dang dong vai tro lanh tu
tinh than trong seminar tht hai cua 6ng vé “Phong cach suy nghi
riéng”. Vao mot budi chiéu Glen ciing dén tii Berkeley. Cau ay doc
cong trinh ctia chung t6i - gitia nhiing lan ddm minh trong bon
nuGc nong.

Trong khi chung t6i dang binh ling thu gian trong nhiing bon
tam nhin xuong dai duong, Richard dot nhién thét 1én, “Cam on,
Bac si Morton!” Tu trudng khong bao gid quén rang 6ng dang séng
bang thoi gian dugc mugn thém, va thudng cam on con ngudi dong
vai tro quan trong nhat trong viéc nay theo dung cdi cach ma nhiing
ngudi khac cdm on Chuaa cho ho thém mot ngay tot lanh.

O Esalen ching t6i néi véi nhiing ngudi déng cim vé udc mo
cta minh. Mot trong s6 ho da trich dan Arnold Palmer: “T6i lam
viéc cang cham chi hon, t6i sé cang may man hon”. Chdng toi ¢6
gang gdp boi dé€ 1am cho 14 thu cta minh gui Hoi Dia ly Quéc gia
tré nén hdp dan khong cudng lai dugc.
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Dén gan cudi tuan toi rat it khi thay Richard ¢ bén ngoai seminar
cta ong ay. Mot toi, khi quay vé cabin cta ching toi, 6ng noi, “Toi
sap mét tri!”

“Y 6ng 1a sa0?” Toi hoi.

“Toi gdp mot c6 gai dén tu Canada rat xinh dep - co &y giong
hét Arlene”.

Toi viia kip nhén ra tén ngudi vg dau ctia Richard, ngudi da qua
doi & tudi hai muoi. Ong rat it khi néi vé Arlene, nhung rd rang la
van con bi am anh bai ky tic vé co ay.!

Trén dudng quay vé Pasadena, chung t6i da di dudng vong téi
vung néng thon quanh Watsonville, tham Victor va Sara Neher. Victor,
mot gido su vat ly & Caltech da nghi huu, van con dang khoe manh &
tudi tam muoi: d€ an gan day nhat clia 6ng la nghién ctiu nhiing hién
tugng vat ly xay ra & trong cdy - chang han, lam thé nao ma nhya
cay 1én dugc t6i tan ngon ctia mét cay cao 30m. Trén cac biéu do ghi
chép, ong do nhiing thay déi hang ngay ctia do day cac cay va ap sudt
ctia nhya bén trong ciy bang thiét bi do chinh 6ng thiét ké va ché tao.

“Chédng phai nhya di 1én qua cic mao mach u?” To6i hoi

Tién si Neher cudi. “Mao mach c6 thé dua nhya 1én ngugc chiéu
trong luc chi mot khoang tuong d6i ngan. Ngay ca néu & dinh mot
6ng mao dan 1a chdn khong thi nhya ciing chi cé thé dugc kéo
l1én chling 10m trudc khi 6ng bi v&. Vi thé, theo toi, viéc nghién
ctu van sé ti€p tuc d€ tim 16i gidi cho bi dn nay”. Tu trudng ciing
mim cudi — 6ng luon hing thu lang nghe vé cht dé ma phéan con
lai ctia thé gidi dang bo qua va cho 1a hién nhién.

1. Cauchuyén vé Arlene, ghép néi lai trong mudi nam, mang lai tiéu dé cho cuén What Do
You Care What Other People Think? (W.W. Norton, 1988)
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Chung t6i vao nha dung tra. Cau chuyén lai quay sang Tuva, ct
nhu mdt cht dé khong thé tranh dugc. Gia dinh Neher nhac ching
toi vé chiém nghiém cua tong thong Eisenhower rang, ngoai giao
ngudi-vi-ngudi 1la con dudng thuc té tot nhat d€ cé dugc su hiéu
biét 1an nhau va hoa binh. Sara cho tdi xem s6 thang Mudi cta tap
chi Doi song X6 Viét, dugc xuat ban nhu mot doi tac cta tap chi Doi
Song theo thda thuan trao d6i van hoa vao nhiing ndm 1950. Ba va
Victor da dat mua dai han Ddi Song Xo Viét ngay tu dau. Sara ndi,
“Anh co biét 1a Tuva sé la cht dé chinh trong s6 thang téi khong?”

Chung toi nhin vao trang thong bdo trudc ndi dung. Tuva sé 1a
cau chuyén chinh.

Khi ching t6i vé dén Pasadena, t6i danh may lai btic thu mudi
trang gtii 6ng Boslough ma ching toi da got gitia can than & Esalen.
ROi t6i chat loc ra mot thu ngan hon gti ngai Grosvenor, va sau
khi dugc Tu trudng chép thuan t6i da gui ca hai thu téi Hoi Dia ly
Quodc gia.

Vao thang Musi mot, Tong Thong Reagan tai dac cti véi s6 phiéu
nhiéu hon han Walter Mondale. Tu trudng da rit ngac nhién vé
viéc Reagan van tiép tuc & lai Nha trang sau rit nhiéu bé boi da
bi phanh phui trong bd mdy chinh quyén cta 6ng: “biéu doé cho
thay to6i hiéu dugc con ngudi dén mtic nao’, lanh tu tinh than ban
chuyén & Esalen noi.

Khi s6 thang Mudi moét cua Ddi song Xo Viét cudi cung da xuat
hién, t6i ra ctia hang ban bao nudc ngoai va mua nua ta so tap chi
nay dé€ tang cho Nhiing ngudi nan ctia Tuva. Richard dén va ching
toi cing nghién ngam to tap chi.

Chung t6i nhén ra btic anh ngoai bia; blic &nh nay da c6 & trang
thong bdo trudc ndi dung & so6 thang Muoi cua gia dinh Neher: dé
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la anh mot thi€u n Tuva mang trén dau moét cai khan, lam cho co

iy trong giéng mot ngudi da dd My thi thiét. O trang hai 1a mot bai

dai véi tieu dé “Tuva: NuGc Cong hoa & trung tim chau A” - day

nam trang, hoan toan bang tiéng Anh, v6i nhiing thong tin cap nhét

m&i nhat vé dat nuéc ma chung to6i da rat kho khan tham chi chi

dé tim mot btic anh cach day vai nam. Chung t6i doc bai bao mot

cach chdm rai, nhdm nhap tling chi mot:

Vung thédo nguyén bang phiang xen 1an v6i nhiing ngon d6i nau
thap kéo dai téi tdn chén troi; day do tling dan cliu gdm cd mot cach
thanh binh. Cai thdéi hién dai dudng nhu da bo qua cai goc chua bi
tan phd nay ctia thé gidi. G day tit ci déu thanh binh va tinh ling.

Con dudng uon khuc di 1én va di 1én - vo tan. Cudi cung
chung t6i nhan ra mdt cai 1éu & xa phia trudc. Mot ngudi chan
ctiu c6 tudi budc ra gdp chung toi véi nu cuoi chao doén trén
khuén mdt ram nang ctia 6ng. Gidéng nhu moi ngudi séng trén
cac thdo nguyén khong ranh gidi nay, Mongush Chola la linh hon

cta long mén khach.

D6 chinh xdc la 40 mong ctia chung t6i — dugc gdp mot ngudi

Tuva dung trudc cin léu tron cta minh.

112 -

Chola da tham gia xay dung nhiing nong trang tap thé dau tién
clia ni6c cong hoa. Ong da lap mot ky luc dic biét vao nam 1961:
Nhiing con ctiu cdi trong dan ctia 6ng da sinh dugc 170 ctiu con.
Trong suét cudc doi cia minh, 6ng da nudi dat duge hon 23.000 con
ctiu, va so long cliu ma 6ng da xén dugc c6 thé chat day may xe lua

cho hang. Ca sau dua con ctia 6ng déu lam nong nghiép.
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DPugc thoi, bat ky ngudi chdn ctiu nao ma chung ta gap & Tuva
héa ra déu 1a moét trong so6 nhiing “cong nhan anh hling ctia xa hoi
cht nghia”, ho dugc chon lya mot cach cdn than va sap dit san doc

theo dudng di ctia ching ta...

Ao mong ctia chiing t6i quay lai:

Chung t6i ngoi trudce léu ctia ngudi chan cuu mot lat. Khi dén
gio phai di, 6ng 4y hat cho chung t6i nghe. Ong hat duong nhu véi
hai giong cing mot lic, mot goi nhé vé homus, mot loai nhac cu day
cua ngudi Tuva, con giong kia nhu ti€ng goi ban tinh cia mot loai ga
riing vao ddu mua xuan. TU xa xua, ngudi Tuva da thé hién nhiing
tinh cdm thdm kin nhét cia minh bing nhiing giong hat hong dic
biét thap. Tiéng hat cua ngudi chan cliu tréi trén thao nguyén, lam
ca thao nguyén vang vong. Trong khoanh khac, tdi cam thay minh

da hiéu dugc y nghia ctia bai hat Tuva ngan xua.

Khong cé bic hinh nao vé Monglush Chola dang hat hoomei
bén ngoai léu ctia 6ng, nhung diéu dé khong quan trong - chung
toi cd thé tudng tugng moi thit mot cach rd rang. Nhung, lai c6
btic hinh ctia Grigori Shirshin, Bi thu thi nhat ctia Ban chip hanh
Trung uong Dang Codng san Tuva. Dudi biic hinh c¢6 trich 16i cua
ong Shirshin: “Noi da tling la ving dat ctia nhiing ngudi chan nudi
du muc va sin ban thi nay 1a mdt nudc cdng hoa cong-ndng nghiép
hing nam dong goép ngay cang nhiéu cho nén kinh té quoc dan
clia Lién bang X6 Viét”. O hai trang tiép theo 1a cic anh vé Tuva
“cong-ndng nghiép”: Mé amiang 16n & Ak-Dovurak, may nong
nghiép trén canh dong va Hoc vién Bach khoa Kyzyl.

Bai bdo quay tré lai Tuva “ctia ching t6i”, nhung véi mot cho ré:

68 - 113



Thién nhién & day c6 nhiéu bat ngd dugc luu gitt danh cho ban.
C6 nhiing ho nuéc mdn va nhiing hd nudc ngot, nhiing sudi chiia
bénh va nhiing dong séng trong vat nhu pha 1é, day ca thom ngon.
Qua viét quat c6 tac dung chita bénh ddc hiéu moc & khap noi. Nude
cua nhiing qua chin mong nay la mot khiu phan thuong ngay cua
cac nha du hanh v try cta chung ta.

Ngoai nhiing dai dién thudng thay ctia cudc song hoang da
Siberia, con cé nhiing loai dong vat dic biét song 6 nhiing khe ranh
trén thao nguyén va trén cdc day nai. Cé nhiing con son duong
drezen tl cac sa mac Mong C6, moét loai linh miéu hiém, va so6i do.
Tuva c6 rat nhiéu dong vat xén 16ng. Da ctia nhiing con thu ban dia
nhu chon zebelin, soc, chon ermine va cdo thudng ding dau bang &

cac cudc dau gia quoc té.

Duéi tiéu dé “Truyén thong va vé dep’, bai bao tiép tuc:

Day nui Bai-Taiga ndi tiéng v6i truyén thong cat da ngan xua.
Don t6i, nguoi ta dién nhiing b quan do ma Mat troi dang lan da
phét 1én d6é mau xanh va mau tim - va bién tdi thanh moét trong
nhiing ngudi bi vé dep ctia mién tay Tuva lam cho mé mén trong
sudt phan doi con lai.

O viing déng co cao trén ndi, toi tim gip Saaya Koghel, mot ngusi
chén ctiu va nha tac tugng ndi tiéng, cing ban ctia anh 4y, Donduk
Doibukhaa, mét hau du¢ ciing ctia nhiing nha tac tugng. Koghel ndi véi
toi rang viéc tim khoang chat hiém agal'matolit ! cing kho nhu viéc tac
mot btic tugng bang khoang chat 4y. Khoang chat nay & day chi c6 thé

tim thdy trén dinh ctia mét ngon ndi, va ching nam dudi sau vai mét.

1. Trongtiéng Anh d6 la Pyrophillite, c6 cling cdu tric nhu da steatile (d4 bot), nhung thay
magnesium bang aluminum

114 - RICHARD FEYNMAN



“0 day, tai Tuva, mot nguoi tac tuong cling phai la mot nha dia
ly va mot van dong vién leo nui”, Koghel luu y. “Tim dugc hon da la
mot thi thach, va sau d6 anh phai dao né lén thit cin than va mang
né xuéng nui ma khong bi hu hai gi. Chonardash, céi tén ngu y la da
c6 thé déo dudgc, c6 nhiing bi mat clia n6. N6 rat mém déo khi méi
dugc dao 1én, nhung ching bao lau sau tré nén cling nhu sit. N6 ¢6
thé tré thanh mau den xen anh bac, dd, vang, hay xam.

Pho bién nhét 6 Tuva la nhiing btic tugng nho lap lai nhiing cht
dé cta truyén thuyét dia phuong.

Khong c6 buic anh nao vé nhiing mau da khac nay, nhung mét
khi da xem cuo6n sach ctia Vainshtein vé nghé thuat Tuva, chung toi

biét mot cach chinh xac ching trong nhu thé nao.

Bai bao két thuc bang cach dua ra mdt cau hoi:

Vi sao ngudi Tuva lai sat nhip vao Lién bang X6 Viét? Dé trich
dan 16i caa Salchak Toka, “nhiing dan tdc c6 lién quan vé ching toc,
ma ho da gia nhap Lién bang X0 Viét ti nhiing ngay dau, hién da
tién xa hon nhiéu so v6i ngudi Tuva chung toi vé chinh tri, kinh té
cing nhu van héa, mdc du trudc cach mang ho da 6 cing mtic do

A

phat trién nhu chung t6i”.

O trang bay cta Ddi song X6 Viét cd bai phong van Sevyan
Vainshtein vé mdt cudn sdch 6ng dang viét c6 tén 1a Bi dn ho Tere-

Khol. Vainshtein noi:

“Dau dé cuon sach lién quan véi viéc nghién ctiu vé nhiing tan

tich bi dn cia mdt phdo dai ¢6 con luu gitt dugc 6 Tuva, trén mot
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hon ddo ctia HO Tere-Khol, khong xa bién gidi cta Lién X6 - Mong
Cd6. Mic du thanh phé da bi 4n ndm & thugng luu séng Yenisei nay
da cé trén ban do Siberia tl thoi Peter Dai D€, né khong hé dugc
nghién ctiu cho t6i tan dau thap nién nam muoi. Nhiing diém khai
quat ma to6i da chi dao trong vai ndam da lam 16 ra mdt toa lau dai
V6i cac cot cao, cac cau thang chinh rdng va nhiing btic tranh tudng.
Lau dai nay da dugc Khan Moyun-Chur, mdt lanh chua huing manh
cua Uighur Khanate, cho xay dung vao khodng gitia thé ky 8. Tuy
vay, n6 van la mét cau do: mdt phao dai kién c6 véi tuong cao hon
10 mét, bao gan nhu tron ven hon ddo § gitia ho da dugc xay dung
nhu thé nao va bang cach nao ma hang tan vat liéu x4y dung da dugc
chuyén ra dao qua ho nudc. Theo truyén thuyét thi ho chi xuét hién
sau khi phdo dai da dugc xay dung”

Mot dia diém tuyét voi! Toi tim kiém Tere-Khol trén tdm ban do
cua Cuc ban d6 qudc phong ma chung tdi co, va that ngac nhién,
da tim thay khong phai mot ma dén hai ho 16n nhu vay, cach nhau
khoang 125 dam, ca hai déu c¢6 tén la Tere-Khol. Phai ching cé su
nham 1an? Mot tdm ban d6 cua Nga ma tdi da copy 6 UCLA cling
cho cung thong tin nhu vay. Hay gat ra mdt bén viéc ngudi dan dia
phuong song gitia hai ho nay trad 16i nhu thé€ nao cho cau hoéi: “Phia
nao la Tere-Khol?” Toi d€ y thay la ho & phia dong cé mét hon dao,
nén t6i da thém nd vao danh sich thang canh & Tuva.!

Dot nhién Toc trudng noi, “Nay, Ralph, nhin day: ‘Cac nha thuc
vat hoc My 6 Tuva’!l”

1. Visau do toi da tim thay mot tdm ban do X6 Viét, ghi tén cai ho phia tay la “Tore Khol”
Theo cac quy tac “két hop nguyén am” ctia tiéng Thé thi theo tiéng Tuva ho nay cé 1€ 1a
“Tore Khol”
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“Lam gi c6 chuyén ay!” Toi phan ting, khong mudn bi 16i vao tro
dua tinh nghich dién hinh ctia Feynman.

Nhung d4y, dong chii in ddm: CAC NHA THUC VAT HQC MY
TAI TUVA. Phan chu giai ghi:

Nhiing ngudi tham gia cudc tham hiém thuc vat X6-My & day nui
Sayan. Tu trdi qua phai: Stanwyn G. Shelter, Valeri Nekrasov, David
Murray, Thomas S. Elias, va Yuri Karachinsky & dai ky niém danh
ddu tam diém cha luc dia chau A.

Tam hinh da ké mot ciu chuyén: Ba ngusi My da dén dugc noi
linh thiéng nhat & Kyzyl, va tén ho khong phai la Richard Feynman,
Ralph Leighton, va Glen Cowan.
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Gop go a Moscow

Phai mat mot thoi gian t6i mdéi tran tinh lai dugc.
Choi trong da trg giup mot phan, nhung phan 16n
la nho Richard da nhic téi vé muc tiéu ctia nhém.
“Chung ta khong gang dé tré thanh nhiing ngudi dau
tién; chung ta chi gang dé dén dugc Tuva - va ching
ta van dang cd ging. It nhit 1a gio day chung ta biét
rang, di€éu d6 cé thé trd thanh hién thuc”,

“Vay, bay gio ta phai lam gi? Trd thanh cac nha
thuc vat hoc a?” Toi hoi.

“Khong can thiét. Nhung toi nghi, co hdi sé cao
hon néu ta nghi ra dugc mdét ly do dich thuc cho
chuyén di - mot muc dich nao dé chi khong phai vi
thu d6 cua Tuva dugc danh van la K-Y-Z-Y-L.

“Dugc thoi”, toi néi. “Toi biét, toi sé lién lac véi
may nha thyc vat hoc 4y d€ tim hiéu xem ho da téi
Tuva bang cach nao”.

G UCLA téi tra ctiu danh muc can bo giang day

"
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clia cac trudng dai hoc va cao ddng & My va da tim thdy, Thomas
Elias 6 mot trudng thudc Poughkeepsie, New York, con David
Murray thi 6 Dai Hoc Alaska thu¢c Fairbanks. Khong c6 thong tin
nao vé Stanwyn Shelter. Toi viét cho Elias va Murray; Murray viét lai
va cho biét, Elias hién la gidam doc ctia vion thuc vat Rancho Santa
Ana thudc trudng Cao Ping Claremont & Pomona - chua ddy mot
gio 1ai xe tit Pasadenal

Toi goi dién cho TS. Elias va dén gip ong. Ong néi véi mot giong
déu déu nhe nhang. “Cu hai nam mdt lan chung t6i t6i Lién bang X6
Viét theo mot thoa thuan song phuong vé bao vé moi trudng dugc
dam phén dudi thsi Nixon. Chung t6i chang bao gid biét minh sé
di d4u cho té6i khi dén noi - khong c6 co s& d€ yéu cau vé mot dia
diém cu thé. Chung tdi ludn di téi nhiing noi héo lanh ma ching
bao gi6 cé khach du lich viéng tham - d6 1a noi c¢6 tham thuc vat
phong pha. Mua he viia qua thi dé la Tuva”.

“Ong ngu v 1 6ng t6i Tuva mot cach ngau nhién?”

“Toi d6 rang anh c6 thé ndi thé. Chuyén di dugc sap xép cho
ching t6i & Novosibirsk™. TS. Elias nhan manh nguyén tac trao déi.
“Nguoi Lién X6 khong cé tién dé chi tiéu & bén ngoai lanh thé cua
minh, nhung ho lai rat mudn di. Nén ct hai ndm moét lan chung
toi mang ho dén noi nao dé trén dat My va thanh todn cho nhiing
chi phi ctia ho & day. Ho luon thanh todn cho nhiing chi phi cua
chung t6i & Lién X0

To6i hoi vé phuc vu hau can cua chuyén di & Tuva.

“Co vai xe tai chuyén dung 16n chat day hang hoa du tri, va mot
nhom khoédng muodi cong nhan, ho dung trai va chuin bi bia dn
cho moi ngudi. Léu va tui ngu cta Lién X0 lam bdang vai bat nang

lam. Anh nén mang theo tui nga cua minh”
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Toi hoi TS. Elias xem liéu nhédm ctia 6ng da tting nghe hat giong
“hong” ¢ Tuva chua.

“Chua”,

Ho c6 & trong nhiing cai 1éu tron khong?

“Khong”

Thé ho cé nhin thdy ngdi sao nao c6 nhiing ky tu Tho c6
xua khong?

“Khong”

Dbaoi séng thuc vat ¢ thu vi khong?

Khuon mit ctia TS. Elias sang 1én. “O, c6! Toi chua c6 thdi gian
dé sap xép lai tat ca cdc mau ma chung t6i mang vé€”.

T6i dang them muon chét dé dugc xem nhiing thuc vat Tuva
dich thuc (nhat la nhiing cay viét quat cé trong thuc don cua cac
phi hanh gia), nhung TS. Elias néi rang, 6ng c6 mot cudc hen trong
vai phut ntta. Khi chia tay, 6ng néi “Chic may man”.

Vao thang Hai nam 1985, ching t6i nhan dugc thu trd 16i ctia 6ng
Boslough. Ong thong béo ring, Dia Iy Quéc gia da quyét dinh sé c6
mot bai vé€ Mong C6; Tuva thi cling tuong tu thoi. Tuy nhién, ngusi
viét vé Mong C4 sé c6 gang vugt qua bién gidi va td minh noi vé Tuva.

Thé la chang con hy vong gi cho btic thu dugc got gitia cin than
va co hoi tot nhat clia chung t6i d€ dén dugc Tuva yéu d4u ctia minh.
Toi goi dién va noi cho Glen biét tin nay.

Khong nao nung, cau dy c6 mot goi y. “Du sao ciing phai dén
Lién X06. Nam nay ky niém bén muoi ndm két thiic Chién tranh Thé
gi6i thu hai. Néu chung ta di vao cudi thang Tu, ching ta c6 thé
& do vao dip 1€ diéu hanh ngay Lao dong thang Nam va ca lé diéu
hanh Ngay Chién thang sau d6 tam ngay”.
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Toi biét Richard sé khong hudng tng viéc nay. Hon niia, 6ng lai
dang giang mot gido trinh vé ly thuyét computer ma 6ng rat tam dac.
Tuy nhién, t6i nghi, day la co hdi dé thay doi diéu cua “Dé€ ché bat
hanh”, mét co hoi dé€ trai nghiém truc ti€p cai hé thong ma ching
toi budc phai duong dau dé dén dugc Tuva. Toi khong nhat thiét
phai di theo mét nhém du khach; thay vao do, toi sé c6 mot huéng
dan vién riéng, ndi tiéng Nga thanh thao. Dy la mot dip khong nén
dé 16. Toi noi, “Dong y!”

Dai ly du lich néi v6i ching t6i rang Moscow va Leningrad da
kin cho trong hai tuin du tién ctia thang Nam - chi c6 khach VIP
m&i dugc xem diéu hanh & cac thanh pho nay.

To6i muon dé xudt Akaban, nhung tdi biét diéu dé la khong thé:
mot khi da & do, toi sé bi cam do x6ng t6i Tuva va di€u do6 co thé
sé quang ching t6i vao tu.

“Thé Volgograd thi sao?” Glen ggoi y. “Tran Stalingrad [tén cta
thanh pho nay dudi thai Stalin] 1a diém ngoat quyét dinh cta Lién
X6 trong Thé Chién thi hai. Ngoai ra, viéc xem mot thanh pho bac
trung & trai tim cua nudc Nga cling ly thu day”. Khi do t6i da hoc
dugc rang, ngay ca nhiing noi tim tdm ciing rit tha vi, nén t6i da
dong y.

“Volgograd con chd’, dai ly du lich cho biét. “Thé, cac anh con
muon di dau nia?”

“Caucasus dugc khong?” t6i no6i. Cac hoc sinh Armeni & nhiing
16p t6i day da lam tdi quan tam dén phan dat nay cua thé giéi. Glen
dong y, va dé xuat la chung t6i sé thu gian vai ngay ¢ “Riviera Do’
(bo Bién Den) trén duong quay lai Moscow.

Mic du cac diém cach xa nhau nhung ching tdi chi muon di

bang tau hoa. Ca hai chung t6i déu khong yén tam di bang duong
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khong & Lién X0, vi cdc nha chic trich ching bao gi¢ thong béo vé
cac vu tai nan. “Hon ntia, tau hoa ¢ Lién X0 khda dé chiu”, Glen noi.
“Diy la noi tuyét voi dé gap va chuyén tro véi moi ngudi”,

Nhan vién dai ly du lich néi véi ching tdi vé cac “trung chuyén”
b6 sung — mdi ngudi thém 50 dola - vi taxi thuong khong dé kiém.
Nhung tién vé may bay t6i Helsinki, noi chung t6i sé 1én tau d€ di
ti€p t6i Lién X0 kha dat. Khi quay lai Pasadena, t6i dén thu vién
Caltech va tim dugc may cho gia ré tii Heathrow dén Helsinki déng
trén to Times clia London, t6i ddt mua vé qua dién thoai va tra bang
thé tin dung. Chung toi da dat mot chuyén bay t6i London trén
World Airways.

Vao dau thang Ba, Konstatin Chernenko qua doi, nhu da dugc
du doan trude. Vay la mot 1é qudc tang niia dy dinh sé lai dién ra &
Quang trudng Do. G Moscow lan truyén ciu néi duia ring, mot cong
dan X6 Viét chan that hoi, “Toi ¢6 thé mua vé theo mua khong?”

Trong nhiing tuan trudc do, da c6 16i don vé tranh chap quyén
luc: cai ghé cao nhat, ghé Tong bi thu, sé thudc vé nhan vat bao tha
gia Victor Grishin (ngudi da viét thu cho t6i mot ndm trudc day),
hay nhan vét bao tht tré Grigoriy Romanov (ngudi ma phai Kremlin
da tlng cho 1a cé vu thé nhat), hay Mikhail Gorbachev, nhan vat
thuc dung dugc Andropov bao trg? Trong ddm tang Chernenko, thi
tu ctia cac ty vién Bo chinh tri xudt hién trén 1€ dai tai ling Lenin
cho thdy Mikhail Gorbachev 1a nguoi thang cu¢c. (Romanov & lai
B0 chinh tri thém bdn thang niia. Grishin thi & lai dén thang Giéng
ndm 1986, khi ong ta bi thay thé béi Boris Yeltsin.)

bé gitip t6i chudn bi cho chuyén di Lién X4, Richard cho t6i mugn
mot cudn sach lay tu gia sach ctia 6ng — cudn sach cua Hedrick Smith

co tua dé la Nhiing ngudi Nga. “Toi nghi cau sé thich cudn sach nay’,
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ong ay noi. Véi tinh cach coi khinh chinh tri ctia Tu trudng, t6i ngac
nhién khi thay 6ng tham chi c¢6 cd mot cudn sdch nhu vay.

Trong nhiéu diéu thad vi, cudn sach nhac dén mot nghia trang
3 Moscow (chi mé& ctia cho cac nhom khach du lich dac biét va
ngudi than cta nhiing ai dugc chon cat & day), trong dé day mo
cdc nha khoa hoc va nha van Nga. Khrushchev ciing dugc chon 6
day - khong nhu Lenin, Stalin va Brezhnev, dugc chon cat & Quang
truong Do. Toi viét cdn than cht NOVODEVICHI & dau danh sach
nhiing noi td6i muon tham & Moscow, trong khi nhé lai mot bai tho
cua Marianne Moore ma tdi da cat ra tu tap chi D&i Song khi con

hoc trung hoc:

Toi cé thé, toi chac, toi phai

Néu ban ndi cho toi biét

vi sao dam lay duong nhu khong thé vugt qua
Thi toi sé nodi cho ban biét

vi sao toi cho rang toi cé thé vigt qua no

néu toi c6 gang.

Cuoi thang Tu, Glen roi Oakland, con t6i r6i Los Angeles. Ngay
hom sau ching t6i dén Helsinki trong gid tuyét. Glen rat hiing khoi
— day la lan d4u tién cau 4y nhin thdy tuyét roi. R6i bau troi chuyén
sang mau xanh, va chung toi di b loanh quanh & Helsinki dudi
anh sang cta mdt tr6i phuong bac dang tu tu lan xuéng. Dudng
nhu ching t6i da & trén dat Nga; buc tugng Nga Hoang Alexander
IT ma dé ché ctia 6ng da tling kéo dai tii Phan Lan dén Alaska, ndi
bat gitia quang trudng nén da cudi, bao quanh bdi nhiing toa nha
son mau nau nhat dugc thiét ké rit tinh té; trén mot qua doi & bén
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canh la mot t6 hgp nha thé Chinh Thong gido ctia Nga v6i mai
vom hinh ¢t hanh va nhiing cay thanh gia vang lap lanh trong nhu
nhiing anten TV udn cong.

Sang hom sau chung t6i mua vé di Leningrad va ti€p tuc hanh
trinh trén duong tau khé rong dan t6i Lién X4. Glen nhén xét rang
c6 1é day chinh la con dudng ma theo dé Lenin da lén vé nudc Nga
Sa hoang (trong moét toa chdé hang) ti noi di day ¢ Thuy Sy. Sau vai
gi¢ chung t6i diing lai ngay trudc bién gidi. Dau may xe ltia Phan
Lan tach ra khoi doan tau. Khi ngéi sao do ctua dau tau Lién X0
hién ra, t6i khong thé cudng lai viéc chup mét tim hinh. “Ralph!”
Glen hodng s¢ noéi tham. “Cam chup anh céc con tau cta Lién Xo!”

“Nhung chung ta van dang & Phan Lan”, t6i phan doi.

“Anh sé mang cu6n phim ctia minh vdo Lién X08", Glen ddp tra.

To6i van cu chup céi dau tau, nhung r6i cdt may anh di - do la
cach duy nhat dé€ t6i cd thé cudng lai viéc chup cac day hang rao
bién gidi ma cac hanh khach khac dang chup mot cach lén lut.

Hai ngudi bao vé bién gidi cta Lién X6 di vao khoang tau cua
ching t6i va kiém tra hanh ly. Ho d€ y nhat dén hai ban cta cuén
Feynman, Chuyén thdt nhu dua, méi dugc xuat ban. Mot ban danh
tdng cho Sevyan Vainshtein; con ban kia danh cho mot nha xuat
ban cta Lién X6 v6i hy vong la nhiing cdu chuyén ngugc doi cta
Feynman sé dugc dich ra tiéng Nga. Glen giai thich gi d6 v6i nhiing
nguoi bao vé vé “Feynman vt ly”, va “Nobel”

Ngudi bao vé 16n tudi hon tim thdy danh sach nhiing noi muén
tham quan cua téi. Chi duy nhat dugc viét rd rang la tén nghia
trang cdm & Moscow ma t6i c6 thé phat am mdt cach rat tho:
NOVODEVICHI.
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Anh ta chi vao d6 va nhin t6i, anh mat hoi, “Tai sao la Novodevichi?”

Trudc khi Glen c6 thé€ giai thich diéu gi, téi néi, “Khrushchev”.

Mait ctia ngudi bao vé dd ting, nhung anh mat cta anh ta thé
hién su thiu hi€u, tham chi cdm thong. Anh ta tra lai t& gidy cho
toi va ra hiéu cho ngudi bao vé tré hon rang viéc kiém tra da xong.

Chung t6i xép do dac va thu gian. Glen chinh lai dong ho cua
minh, quay kim thém sau muoi phut, trong khi canh tugng bén
ngoai mang suy nghi cta t6i quay ngugc lai sdu muoi nam trudc:
nau minh trong riing bu-16 l1a nhiing ngdi nha nghi mat son mau
sang, hau hét la mau xanh da troi, trang tri bang nhiing dudng 6p
g0 rac roi va nhiing khung ctia s6 mau trang; moi nha cé mot cai
giéng véi truc tay quay, day thiing, va xo.

Nguoi phuc vu khoang tau mang cho chung t6i nhiing coc tra
Georgian rat ngon. Uong xong, t6i mang may cai coc tra cho co ay.
Co ngay lap ttic quang chiing vao mot cai “bdn vi truing” (theo cach
goi cua Glen), mot chau nudc chi hoi am am. Trudc khi chung kip
kho, c6 4y da d6 diy nudc tra vao mdy cai coc ma chung to6i viia
dung d€ mang cho nhém khach tiép theo. T6i khong hé ngac nhién
khi bi dau hong may ngay sau do.

Mot taxi cua Intourist don chung toi 6 ga xe la Leningrad
va dua chung tdi ra ngoai thanh pho, t6i mot nha nghi 16n ma
muc dich chinh ctia n6 1a phuc vu dai tra nhiing ngudi Phan Lan
v6i nhiing diéu nhay kiéu ctt va vodka ré tién. Sau bia chiéu,
chung t6i di xe buyt vao Leningrad. Khi man dém bu6ng xudng,
thanh phd ba triéu ru6i dan nay da quén bat den: Leningrad cu
nhu la dang trong tinh trang tat dén phong khong thai chién -
giao thong gan nhu ngung tré, moi thu déu yén ang. Glen va toi
ha giong t6i muc tham thi d€ phu hgp véi bong dém dang bao
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quanh. Chi cé tiéng lanh canh cua tau dién thi thoang dap vao
cai im ldng u buon.

Sang hom sau bdo hiéu mot ngay nang dep. Chung téi di bo
nhanh doc theo cidc con kénh ndi tiéng, va nhé vé bac si Anna
Maenchen khi chung téi di qua céng vom lich st noi “Cach mang
thang Mudi” bat dau, vao quang trudng véi bao tang Hermitage mau
xanh nhat chay doc suét moét phia (Chung toi quyét dinh khong di
vao trong; don gian la vi c¢6 qua nhiéu thi d€ xem.) Phia bén ngoai
cang nhiing tdm bang ron rat I6n mau do, cao chiling 9m, véi hinh
tugng bua liém va chan dung Marx, Engels va Lenin. Ngay Qudc té
Lao Dong 01 thang Nam sap tdi.

Phia dudi, noi song Neva, nhiing ngudi yéu thich thé thao mac
do6 boi dang choi bong chuyén. Médc du c6 nang, nhiét do van chi
vao khodng ba muoi do F'. Mot ngudi dan 6ng ma chung toi goi 1a
Jack Lalanski? da thuc hanh bai chong ddy truyén thong trén bai cat
trudc khi lang 1é dam vao nudc lanh d€ boi gitia nhiing tang bang
16n dang nut ra.

Sau khi quay vé nha nghi an t6i, chiing t6i dugc dua téi ga xe
ltia bang xe “trung chuyén” va xudng xe ngay trudc ga. Chung toi
di loanh quanh trong ga mot vai tiéng dong ho. Khi chung toi lén
chuyén tau dém dén Moscow, mot ngudi dan 6ng dot nhién xuat
hién va néi, “Ong Cowan, Ong Leighton?”

“Vang, vang’, Glen noi.

“Day la tau ctia cac 6ng. Hay theo td6i dén buong ctia cac ong”.
Ngudi dan 6ng gidi thiéu chung toi v6i nguoi phu trach toa, va bién

mat vao dém toi.

1. Tic khoang duéi muasi do C - ND.
2. Jack Lalanne la van dong vién thé hinh Bai bién g6c Nam California
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Glen dua ra 16i giai thich cho trai nghiém nén long nay: ngudi
dan ong nay dang 1é phai don ta & trudc ga khi xe “trung chuyén”
tha ta xuéng d6. Nhung ngudi ldi xe “trung chuyén” qua voi bo di
nén mdi lién hé da bi dut quang.

Tau ctia chung t6i d€n Moscow vao luc 8 gio sang. Lan nay “trung
chuyén” ctia chung t6i 1a mot chiéc 6 t6 Chaika mau den giong nhu
nhiing chiéc dugc dung cho cac quan chtic chinh phut. Xe riéng cé
mau nao cling dugc trii mau den, giup ta dé dang biét ai dugc quyén
st dung lan dudng uu tién & gitia nhiing duong phé 16n. Chung toi
dugc dua tit ga Leningrad t6i Khdch san Metropol, ngay chinh gitia
trung tam thanh phd. Ching tdi sé c6 ndm gic dong ho dé di loanh
quanh.(Chi con bén muoi tdm tiéng niia 1a dén ngay Qudc t€ Lao
dong, nhiing NVIP nhu chting t6i khong thé & lai Moscow qua dém.)

Chung t6i di qua tdm bién ghi dong chi “Cht nghia cdng san
sé thanh cong trén toan thé gi¢i” — gio thi it nguy hiém hon 1a ttc
cudi — va budc vao Quang trudng Do. G bén tréi ching t6i la GUM
— Gosudarstvennyi Universalnyi Magazin (Trung tam thuong mai
gdc ctia Moscow), trang tri bang nhiing tdm vai bé cuc 16n mau do
day nhiing khau hiéu va biéu tugng, thé ma ching van bi 14n at boi
mot bang ron Lenin cao chiing 30m. Bén phai ctia chung t6i 1a mo
Lenin, véi btic tudng Kremlin m& ma phia sau. O phia cuéi xa ciia
quang truong noi bat nhiing mai vom cta Thanh duong St. Basil.

Trong khi cac ky thuét vién TV trén cac buc dang kiém tra
thiét bi cta ho, chung t6i nhan ra la minh dang di vao mot phim
trudng 16n. Chung toi tudng tugng 6ng Gorbachev va céc uy vién
Bo chinh tri khac, x€p hang trén lang Lenin, duyét cdc doi cong
nhan dang di déu qua quang trudng da ghép & phia dudi, noi
chung t6i dang diing.
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Mot nhém du khach dang di ra tii mot xe buyt da lam t6i cha
y: hau hét dan 6ng déu doi nhiing cai ma rat dic trung dugc trang
tri theo motip chinh xdc nhu mo6 ta trong cudn sach ctia Vainshtein
vé ngh¢ thuat Tuva. “Glen!” t6i thét 1én, hao hing chi v€ phia ho.
“Nhiing nguoi Tuva!”

Toi lao t6i va kip gdp doan khach ngay trude khi ho di vao Thanh
duong St. Basil. Toi bat dugc anh mat mot ngudi dan 6ng va néi “Ekii!”

Ngudi dan 6ng giat minh nhung khong néi gi.

To6i chac chin 1a minh da phat 4m dung 16i chao bang tiéng Tuva
— va lai, Ondar da hiéu dugc né qua duong dién thoai bap bom tu
Oakland t6i Kyzyl. Dé phong trudng hgp toi da phat am sai, toi néi
thém, “Tuva - Kyzyl?”

Ngudi dan 6ng mim cudi. Tim to6i ddp manh. “Kirghiz!” 6ng ta
ndéi mot cach tu hao.!

Ngudi dan 6ng bat dau noi véi téi bang tiéng Nga. Toi cdy Glen
dich gitp, nhung cau ay da bién dau mat.

bén gio hen, chung t6i quay lai khach san Metropol, 1én chiéc
limo dang dgi san, luét ngang qua tru s KGB va nha tu dang ghét
Lubyaka d€ t6i nha ga Kazan. Moi viéc déu troi chay: chung t6i dugc
mot nhan vién ctia Intourist don va dan vé khoang tau ctia minh.

Hai muoi sau tiéng sau, chung t6i dén Volgodrad. Mdc du thai
ti€t &m ap va dé chiu, ciy c6i & ga dudng sat van chua cho thay dau
hiéu nao ctia mua xudn. Ngudi ctia cong ty du lich ra don, ngay lap

ttic noi v6i Glen bang tiéng Nga.

1. Kirghiz la ngu6i Th6 ma t6 tién ctia ho da sinh s6ng & Tuva trong vai thé ky. Ngay nay
noi sinh séng cua ho & khoang mét ngan ddm vé phia Tay-Nam, trong va lan cén vung
nai Pamir, du vay, tén ctia ho van con lai 6 Tuva nhu tén ctia mot bo tdc: Kyrgys.
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“Lam sao anh biét tdi noi ti€ng Nga?” ciu ay hoi.

“Moscow dién cho t6i biét, ngudi cao hon néi tiéng Nga, con
nguoi kia thi khong”

“Trung chuyén” ctia chung t6i that buon cudi: khach san & ngay
phia bén kia quang truong chi cach ga xe lta chua day mot tram
yard!. Thé ma, chung t6i van cd di bang mot xe buyt nho do cong
ty du lich bo tri.

Khi chung t6i vao can phong danh cho minh & tang bon, chung
toi nghe thay tiéng ndi ngay bén ngoai ctia s6. Toi nhin ra ngoai va
thay vai nguoi thg dang buoc miy tdm biéu ngii rat 16n vao nhiing
ban cong bén canh. Phia dudi, loa phong thanh dang ra 1énh cho
cac nhém ngudi tham gia diéu hanh huyén ndo, ho dang ddy day,
kéo kéo mot chudi ndi nhau cac xe trang hoang 16n ngang qua mét
quang trudng rong, trudc mot day anh cac ty vién B chinh tri, ma
& gitia la dng Gorbachev — khong co6 cai bét 16n trén tran.

Khi di long vong quanh Volgograd bu6i chiéu hom do, t6i nhian
ra rang vung dit trung tAm cua nudc Nga nam & d4u phia tay cta
thdo nguyén A-Au rong 16n. Chi cdch Cong hoa Ty tri Mongol
Kalmyk ba muoi dam va cach Kazakhstan chua day mot tram ddm,
khuon mdt ctia nhiéu ngudi Nga & day co nét hao hao ngudsi Mong
Co6 va ngudi Tho. Biéu duy nhat lam t6i c6 thé quén dugc vé dep la
lung cua moét phu nd Volgograd la viéc chiém ngudng mot phu nii
Volgograd xinh dep khac.

Ngay Quéc t€ Lao dong kha u am va nhiéu gi6 véi nhiing tran
mua rao bat chgt. Toéi nghi, ban cong phong chung t6i 1a noi thudn
lgi nhat dé xem budi diéu hanh, nhung ngudi don phong lai yéu

cau chung t6i di xuéng. Chung t6i di ra ngoai va xem hang ngan

1. Don vichiéu dai cia Anh, bang khoang 0,91 mét - ND
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nguoi, ti cac chdu thi€u nién dén cac ddi cong nhan, tdp hgp doc
theo ba dai 16 dan vao quang trudng. S6 nguoi tham gia vugt xa s
khan gid - hau hét 1a nhiing quan chuc trong Dang - ding doc con
dudng dai chiing tram yard.

Khi cudc diéu hanh ngay Quoc té€ Lao dong bat dau, Glen va t6i
tim thady mdt cho dung dang sau hang rao canh sat. M6i doan diéu
hanh déu dugc loa phat thanh gigi thiéu. Sau do6 la moét khiu hiéu,
vi nhu “Hay hudng t6i tuong lai v6i chu nghia cong san!”

Ca doan sé hudng ting “U-RAAAH!” Ct nhu thé khoang mdt
tram doan.

Mot ngudi X6 Viét tré va ban gdi ctia anh ta dén cho6 chung toi
va ndi vai tu tiéng Anh. Glen chuyén sang tiéng Nga, trong khi t6i
bat chuyén v6i mot phu ni tré ding canh ho, ré6 rang khong phai
ngudi X0 Viét. Co dy 1a sinh vién trao d6i dén tii Madargascar, c6 thé
noi tiéng Anh va ti€ng Phap cung véi tiéng Nga va Malagasy. Co ay
dang hoc ndm thu ba chuyén nganh ngoén ngii Nga & Volgograd va
sé khong thé vé nha, ngay ca dip nghi he, trong vong hai nam na.

Khi mua ndng hat hon, tat ca chung t6i di vao mét quan ca phé.
May sinh vién y X0 Viét ciing quay lai v6i chung t6i, va ngay lap
tuc dot thudc - thu thudc 1d X6 Viét mui ndng kinh khung. Cudi
cung thi mua tanh - ciing la lic bu6i diéu hanh viia két thuc - thé
la ching t6i tan b xudng chd sdong Volga dé xem mot canh tugng
that vui vé: rat nhiéu ngudi dang udng va nhay mua tép thé.

Sang hom sau, vao bita di€ém tam, Glen va t6i nhén thay trong
nha hang cta khach san ¢ miy cdi ban dai dugc trang tri bang cd
Lién X6 va My. Hai phai doan di vao va ngdi vao cho cua ho: phai
doan X6 Viét gom khoang mudi cyu chién binh X6 Viét 16n tudi,
mdc quan phuc gan huan huy chuong; hau hét nhiing ngusi My tré

hon va an mdc it trinh trong hon - c6 may ngudi mdc ao khoac vai
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bdng véi biéu tugng chéng bom. Sau biia saing, mot hudng dan vién
cua Intourist thong bdo rang xe buyt dang dgi bén ngoai. Chung to6i
héi xem liéu ching t6i c6 thé di theo dugc khong, va ¢ dy dong y.

Hoéa ra d6 1a mot tour dac biét cho mot nhom cac cuu chién binh
My, ho viia méi gép cac cyu chién binh X6 Viét trong mot buoi 1é
& song Elbe, noi quan My va Nga da gdp nhau 40 nam vé trudc.
Mot ngudi My da chi cho t6i mot bai trén Times viét vé su kién nay.

Nguoi X6 Viét da hy vong la tong thong Reagan sé gap Mikhail
Gorbachev trong su kién nay. Thay vi vay, Reagan da dén Anh va
Phap dé ky niém cudc d6 b Normandy, r6i dén mdt nghia trang &
Bitburg, Ptic, noi chon cat may ngudi dan ong tré trong ddi SS cua
Hitler. Trong cac bai dién van cia minh, Reagan hau nhu khong
nhac dén cong lao ctia Lién X0 trong cudc chién.

Sau trai nghiém siu sac cta chuyén tham cac dai tuéng niém
chién tranh X6 Viét, ching t6i dén mot cong vién gan ké, noi chung
toi chiing kién hai phai doan trong mdt cay hitu nghi mang dén tu
Kansas, qué huong cua tuéng Eisenhower!.

Hom sau chung t6i khéi hanh di Baku. Con dudng thudn hon la
qua Rostov, 200 ddm vé phia tdy. Nhung vi dudng thang téi Rostov
khong phai 1a “con dudng cua Intourist” nén chung toi phai di
chuyén 600 dam t&i Moscow, doi tau, va sau dé di 600 ddm ntia dé
dén Rostov — nghia la ddi ra tat ca la 1000 dam.

Chuang t6i giai thich cho huéng dan vién cta Intourist rang,
chuyén tau cua ching toi t6i Volgograd da bi tré mat 6 tiéng. Vi
ching t6i ¢6 chi nam tiéng dé chuyén tau & Moscow, thé nhég tau

cua chung toi lai bi tré thi sao?

1. Dwight D. Eisenhower, 1890-1969, tudng 5-sao va la tong thong thu 34 (1953-1961) cta
My - ND
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“Dtling 10, ¢6 &y ndi. “Tau chi r6i Moscow mudn, chi khong bao
gio dén Moscow mudn”. Sau nay tdi hoc dugc rang, ngusi Nga cd
mot cach dién dat danh cho kiéu ndéi doi hién nhién nhu thé: “chui
ra khdi nudc ma van kho nguyén”

Quy dinh ctia Intourist yéu cau chung toi phdi cé mdt & ga tau
mot tiéng trudce khi khéi hanh. Vi ga tau thuc ra chi cach khach san
mot tAm ném, ching tdi noi rang ching t6i thich di bo mot tram
yard nén ngudi lai xe buyt ctia Intourist c6 thé nghi.

Nyet (khong). Ngudi phuc vu khach san dé do dac cua ching t6i
vao mot xe buyt nho, trén do chung t6i ngdi khoang mot phut thi
dén ga, rdi dliing & sin ga v6i hudéng dan vién Intourist than thién
cua minh - ngudi sé khong chiu roi chung t6i cho dén khi chung
toi 1én tau an toan.

Chuyén di 24 tiéng t6i Moscow kha dé chiu, chi trit mui ca muoi
sdy kho ma nhiing ngudi Nga dong hanh cung buong da hao phong
chia sé véi chung t6i. Glen hoan thi¢én tiéng Nga ctia minh, con
toi thi hoan thién k§ nang chup anh lén ctia minh. Poan tau dén
Moscow dung gio.

Intourist chuyén chung téi tii ga Kazan t6i ga Kiev, va chi cho
chiing t6i tau ctia minh. Khi buéc di doc theo san ga, ching t6i dugc
chiém nghiém mot khéa hoc vé kinh té€ xa hdi X6 Viét: Nhiing toa
tau dén Kharkov va Rostov (thu¢c Ukraine va Nga) déu mdi va sach
s&; con cac toa tau di Baku (thu do6 cta Azerbaijan Hoi gido) thi ca
va ban. Toi dua, “Day la toa ctia ching ta, Glen. Toi c6 thé tu doc
bang hiéu, né ndi la ‘S-E-L-M-A”

Nhiing ngudi cung budng véi ching t6i 1a mot sinh vién Viét
Nam dang hoc cong nghé dau & Baku, va mot ngudi linh Azeri -
nhd anh ta ma Glen da hoc dugc khd nhiéu thanh ngti Nga khong

7 - 133



co trong sach gido khoa. Di€u ngac nhién duy nhat trong chuyén
di ba muoi sdu tiéng nay cta ching toi la su xuat hién bat ngd cua
mot ngudi cam-di€c véi rau mép rat ram, ong ta chia ra nhiing
tdm anh den trang moi hanh khach mua: trong s6 nam bay loai
anh khic nhau (c6 c& mot nii thAn An D9 day da), pho bién nhat
la Joseph Stalin.

Tau ching tdi lan banh qua Sumgait, tién don cudi cuing cua chau
Au, tién vao Baku - ctia ngd ctia chau A va cyu tha d6 ddu mo ctia
thé gigi.! Thoi ti€t nong va day suong mu; khong giong Moscow va
Leningrad, dudng pho dong nghet xe cd. Téi cam thay nhu & nha.

Khi vao nhan phong & tang chin trong mét khach san hién dai
cao 16 tang, chung t6i thay tam nhin ti phong minh bi che khuat bsi
mot tdm anh Lenin vai bat cuc 16n bao phtt mét dién tich 6 phong
chiéu rong va 8 tang chiéu cao. Toi thich canh suong mu nén chung
to6i da d6i phong. O quang trudng rong 16n phia dudi, mot déi hanh
tién dang chudn bi cho 1€ mling ngay Chién thang sap dén.

Vao chiéu mudn, khi khong khi mat dan, chung t6i dao quanh
khu pho ci ngang qua cho cac tré em dang choi da bong trong may
cai ngd quanh co. Toi nghe thdy vai ti Armeni, diéu dé lam t6i nhé
ra rang Baku la qué huong ctia nha v6 dich ¢ tudng tré tudi khoa
truong Garo Kasparian - tén khai sinh 1a Weinstein (tén cta b6 anh
ta), nhung lai thudng dugc goi 1a Gary Kasparov (tén ctia me anh
ay theo cach goi ti€ng Nga).

Chiéu ngay mung 8 thang Nam (chua phai ngay Chién thang, vi &
Lién X6 ngudi ta tuyén bo chién thang phat xit Dtic vao ngay 9 thang

1. That budn, nhiing thanh phé nay roi sé trd nén ndi tiéng vao 1988 va 1990 véi cac vu
tham sat nguoi Armeni bdi Azeris va nguoi Azeris bdi quan doi Xo Viét.
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Nédm), ching t6i dugc chuyén t6i ga xe ltta cho mot chuyén di qua
dém dén Thilisi. Toi biét la chuing toi da di qua vung dat hang xém
Georgia khi lan dau tién ching t6i nhin thay bic chan dung quen
thudc trén mot toa nha cong cong: chan dung Joseph Stalin (“Joe
Steel”), hay Jozef Dzhugashvili, ngudi con ndi tiéng ctia Georgia.

O Thilisi chiéc taxi Intourist di qua hét ng tu nay roi ngd tu khac
trude khi dua ching t6i dén mot khach san, cling lai 6 ngay quang
truong chinh cta thanh phdé. Bu6i diéu hanh ngay Chién thiang da
bat dau. Ngoai cac chau thiéu nhi, cac doi linh tré, cac doan cong
nhan, con c6 cdc nhém dan o6ng trong kha phiéu ky va cdc nhém
phu n@t duyén dang trong trang phuc 10ng lay, bi€u dién céc diéu
nhay ving Caucasus va hat nhiing bai hat Georgia. Quan trong nhat
trong cac khan gia ddc biét dang diing thanh day trén ban cong nhin
xudng quang truong la tha linh cta Dang Cong san Georgia, 6ng
Eduard Sheverdnadze.

Hom sau t6i dén buu dién va gtii mét buc dién cho Richard - sinh
nhat ctia 6ng la ngay 11 thang Nam cén ké. Trong khi Glen dudng
stic 6 khach san vi cdm cim gi do, t6i di vo van quanh khu vuc c6
cua thanh phé. Khac véi Baku néng, &m, va suong mu, khong khi
& Thisili tuy cling nong, nhung kho va trong tréo - cac khu cong
nghiép déu nam ngoai thanh pho. M6t cum cac nha thé Armenia
va Georgia mudi hai mat hanh dién vuon 1én bau trdi trong xanh.

Chiéu mudn t6i tinh c6 di qua mdt gido dudng Do Thai. Toi
nhin vao dung luc hang tram ngudi dt moi lda tudi, mac do den,
dang doc voi mot 16i cau nguyén (hom ay la thu Sau) va lao ra cua
nhu chay thi.

Bén ngoai, khi mat troi dang ldn, ném nhiing tia sang cudi cung

1én thanh pho, mot ngudi dan ong tré tudi, cao, d€ rau — moét hudng
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dao sinh Lutheran dén tu Estonia - tién dén gan t6i va ndi rang anh
ta muon thuc tap tiéng Anh. “Nguoi Estonia chung t6i thich tiéng
Anh hon tiéng Nga’, ciu 4y ndi. Anh ban tré nay da di khap Lién bang
X6 Viét bang tau trong suot hai thang qua, “Néu anh khong nghi qua
dém & khach san thi anh khong phai trinh bdo gidy td gi hét’, cdu ta
giai thich. Va thé, cau dy chi ngu trén tau hodc la 6 nha nhiing ngudi
dan dia phuong noi ma cau &y mudn & lai hon mot ngay.

Vao ngay Chu nhat, Glen va t6i lén mot tau dudng sat leo nai dé
t61 Cong vién Stalin, cao hon so véi Thisili ¢ kinh. Ngoai cac khu
vuon tuyét dep va nhiing con dudng rgp bong cho nhiing cdp tinh
nhan dt moi lda tudi, con c6 mdt cong vién giai tri, mot nha hang
v6i khoang nhin tuyét dep va rat nhiéu diém ban shish-kebab (chuoi
thit nuéng). Toi thady mot quan kem. Trong khi t6i tda nudc miéng,
Glen hoi mdt cach lich su bang tiéng Nga thuan thuc rang c6 nhiing
loai kem gi. V6i phong cach ddc trung X6 Viét, ngudi phu ni ban
hang lam ngo vé6i Glen va tiép tuc buon chuyén véi dong nghiép
cua minh. Roi ¢6 ta dinh di lau rtia gi d6. Toi mim cudi va noi véi
cO dy bang tiéng Anh, véi ct chi thin thién: “Xin chao, ching t6i
mudn mua kem”. Toi chi vao Glen va néi, “Ngudi My”. Ngay lap tic
c6 dy phuc vu chuing t6i v6i nu cudi rat tuoi.

Budi t6i chung toi 1én chuyén tau dém di Yerevan, Armenia.
Mt trdi nho 1én khi chung toi lach bach doc theo dong song Arpa,
ting 1a mét phu luu khong quan trong ctia song Araxes & gitia
vung Dong Armenia, nhung bay gio né la bién gisi v6i Tho Nhi
Ky va NATO.

Riéng lan nay khach san cua chung téi khong nam & quang
truong chinh. Thay vao d6, né nam & mot khu thuc sy t6i tan phia
ngoai thanh phd. Sau khi tham dai tuéng niém dau thuong ctia vu
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tham sat Armenia nam 1915, chung t6i quay lai khach san dé ngam
canh hoang hon. Trong khi cac ba me dang chuén bi biia t6i trong
nhting can bép khong cé mai va nhiing dda tré choi trén con dudng
day bui & phia dudi, hai dinh ctia ntii Ararat ngoan muc cao 5.181m,
ngay bén bién giéi Tho Nhi Ky, nho 1én tii lan suong mu mong cua
mot ngay nong nuc niia § cai vung dat tham hai dy.

Sang hom sau, chung t6i di theo m¢t nhém du lich t6i Echmiadzin
gan do, trung tam ton gido cia Armenia. Canh tugng nhiing thay tu
dé€ rau véi tat ca biéu tugng ctia dong tu da nhac tbi rang Armenia
la nudc dau tién da chdp nhan Co Ddc gido la ton gido chinh thic
cta minh. (Theo truyén thuyét thi Georgia va Ethiopia la cac nuéc
ti€p theo.) Trong khi nhém du khach tham nha tho, Glen va toi
dén mot nghia trang gan d6. Hau hét cac md chi déu cé khac anh.
Chung t6i nhin thay ngay anh may dan 6ng tré mdc quan phuc da
mat vao dau nhiing ndm 1980, chic la & Afghanistan.

Sau nhiéu no lyc, chiéu hom d6 ching t6i da xac dinh dugc
mot sO buic vé ctia Eduard Kazarian, mdt nghé si violin 1dp di cua
Dan nhac giao hudng Yerevan. Mot s6 tac phdm ctia 6ng da dugc
trung bay 6 mot cudc trién lam 16n di chuyén khap nuéc My dé
chao mting nhiing thanh tyu ctia khoa hoc va cong nghé Xo Viét.
Nhung cai ma dam dong xép hang nhiéu gio dé€ dugc xem - qua cac
kinh phdéng dai manh - 1a tac phdm réi ram ctia Kazarian, trong dé
c6 buc tugng Charlie Chaplin (nhin qua mét 16 kim), va ddm céc
con thu lam xiéc vé trén chi moét soi toc. But vé ctia 6ng la mot sgi
ni angora; cac nét vé hién lén giia nhiing nhip dap trai tim. Ong
dang quang ba nét truyén thong dugc sinh ra tu théi Co Doc gido
van con bi ngugc dai, thé hién cic cong trinh ton gido trong mot
ty xich rat nho.
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Nhiing mau vé nhd ctia Kazarian ma chiing t6i tim thay & Yerevan
bao gom mot loat nhiing cadnh dugc vé trén cac nhanh ctia mdt bong
lda mi. Nhiing hop kinh “bao vé” cac tac phdm nghé thuat dac biét
nay hiing bui trén go ctia mot t sach cao, san sang d6 xudng nén
trong lan dong dat ti€p theo.

T6i hom dd, chung t6i t6i tham gia dinh nha vat ly ma Glen da
gap O Berkeley. Ho da gui “taxi” qua dén chung t6i. Khi chiéc xe
riéng di vao khach san ctia minh, chung t6i nhan ra la cé rat it xe
taxi chinh thtic & Yerevan. T6i mic nhén rang bat ky chiéc xe riéng
nao ciing c6 kha niang la mot taxi. (Hai ngay sau chung t6i thu thap
dugc vai thong tin: Toi dua tay ra; trong vai giay mot xe phanh rit
lai d€ don chung tdi.) Khi toi dinh tra tién cho nguai ldi xe, anh ta
chun lai ct nhu tién cua chung t6i bi nhiém phdng xa ay. Tl cac cu
chi khac nhau, t6i phat hién ra ring khach nén vé tinh dé roi mot
vai rup xuong san.

Gia dinh da lam moi tht d€ khach ctia minh hai long: sdu mén an,
hau hét nguyén liéu dugc ldy tii vidn & nha nghi cta gia dinh, moéi
mon déu dugc gidi thiéu bang mot 1an ning c6c chic miing kem mot
ngum cognac Armenia. Theo phong tuc dia phuong, nhiing nguai
dan 6ng ngoi ¢ ban phai diing day moi khi ndng c6c. Sau khi nang
cOc thi dat khoat phai can chén. Glen khéo 1éo thoat ra khoi tap tuc
nay bang cach xin 16i vé bam chat ¢ tinh di truyén doi véi tac hai
cua rugu. Dén lugt minh, tdi n6i mdt 16i chic ngan bang tiéng Nga
va Armenia: “Granitsa — hisoon kilometer!” (Bién giéi — 50 kilomet!)
Tat ca chung t6i nang coc vi su quay trd lai Armenia clia nuai Ararat.

Hom sau, mot ngudi ban cta cht nha dua chung t6i dén mot
tu vién dugc xay trén vach da ctia mot thung ling héo lanh. Nhiéu

khan tay trang va méanh vai dugc budc vao nhiing bui cay gan dé
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nhu 1€ vit dang cho thin nui, mét nghi 1€ ngoai gido con séng sot
bat chdp ca Co Doc gido lan cht nghia Marx.

Sang hom sau chung t6i lén tau va tré vé Thilisi. Chung t6i di
qua cac thanh pho va thi tran ma tén cua ching gan lién véi tham
hoa trong trdn dong dat kinh hoang ba nam ru6i sau: Leninakan,
Spitak, Kirovakan.

Chung t6i dén Sochi, mdt khu nghi duéng & “Riviera Do’ vao
lac 6 gio sang. Lan duy nhat khong cé “trung chuyén” don, ching
toi vui vé goi mot taxi va di vao thanh pho.

Céc toa nha moc lén khap Sochi, trong chung giong nhu nhiing
toa nha xép hinh ¢6 l6n, véi nhiing tim bé tong duc san xép chong
1én nhau - t6i tan 17 ting. Phu thém vao noi lo cta t6i, Glen chi
nhiing chiéc xe ché xi mang, thung chia ctia chung khong quay.

Khi chung t6i xudt hién & khach san, nhan vién phuc vu phat
hodng. “Chung t6i tudng tau cua cac ngai dén vao 6 gio t6i’, co ay
ndi. Chi dé xem thé nao, chung t6i hoi vé viéc hoan lai tién ma
ching t6i da tra cho taxi. Khong thé: nhiing ngudsi “trung chuyén”
cta chung tdi dugc chi trd bang mdt loai phiéu khong thé chuyén
thanh tién (it nhat 1a véi chang to6i.)

Bo Bién Den la viing nghi mat néi tiéng ctia ngudi X6 Viét, ho
t6i day khong phai cung véi gia dinh, ma cung véi dong nghiép
cta minh (ti€c cho ai d6, gitup cho ngudi khac) - mot su that lam
ching t6i viia ngd ra bdi cai nhin lo lang caa hai phu nti X6 Viét &
phong dn ctia khéch san.

Khi chung to6i dang tham thu mdi trudng xung quanh cua Sochi,
ching t6i nhén ra rang Riviera Do 1a mot trai he 16n. Cé cac mii tén
trén nhiing con duong dugc danh dau cin than, véi nhiing con s
cho biét mtic d¢ kho khdn. Nhiing bang hiéu 16n cua Co quan Giai

7 - 139



tri va Tiéu khién giai thich cach di bé: “Hay vung tay nhu vy va
nhu vay [btic hinh chi r6 vung nhu thé nao], ding thing, ths sau...”

Chung t6i di vao mot nha hang vang khach - khong cé xe buyt
du lich nao d6 & do vao thoi diém 4y - va quyét dinh dung bia trua
& day. Sau ba tuan & Lién X0, chung toi da biét r6 thong ¢ phuc vu
¢ nha hang:

1. Duing ngac nhién néu ba hodc bén ngudi phuc vu ban - nhiing thanh
nién tré khoe hgp véi cong viéc xay dung - nhin thdng vao ban trong
khoang 10 phut. Ho gdp kho khén trong viéc quyét dinh xem ai sé dén
va noi véi ban rang: “Ban nay khong phuc vy”,

2. Sau khi ban chuyén sang moét ban khéc, dling ttc gidan néu nhiing
ngudi phuc vu ban quyét dinh ring, nhiém vu cip thiét nhat cta ho
1a lau nhiing cai ly uéng rugu da kho sin trén ban dai dugc sdp dat
cho 30 nguai.

3. Khi ma r6 rang la ban sé khong roi di — diéu nay sé xay ra nhanh nhat
néu ban to ra vui vé - thi cudi cling ban sé nhan dugc su cha y.

4. Duing d€ tda nudc miéng vi tin vao menu. Mic du trong menu ¢ mot
danh sach kha kha cidc moén chinh, thuc ra thi chi ¢6 mét mén thoi.
Chi can hoi, “Hom nay bép trudng gidi thiéu mon gi?”

5. Dting ngac nhién 1a mén nao ciing cé khoai tdy. Con véi rau tuoi thi
tot nhat 1a ban nén thich ct cai va dua chuot.

6. Néu nhu ban van con do6i sau phin an dam bac ma ban da dugc phuc
vy, hay goi thém banh mi.

7. Hién nhién la phai tra tién cho tling lat bo, nhung khong sao, né rat
ré thoi — ban dang thudng thuc mot phan nho ctia ca mot nui bo do
Cong dong Kinh té chau Au trg cip.

8. Hay quen véi gidy an — mdt t& vudng hai I6p ban dau dugc cat chéo
thanh cac to¢ tam gidc mot 16p - chi da d€ lau miéng mot lan. Cuodi
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cung ban sé phai dung t&i bon cdi, tuong duong véi mot to gidy vudng
ban dau.

9. Nhé mang theo cac loai tién xu va tién gidy c6 thé; khong hiéu sao noi
thu tién luon hét tién 1é ngay trudc khi ban tra tién.

Ngay hom sau chung t6i lai 1én tau mdt lan niia, lan nay la chuyén
di ba muoi tiéng dén Moscow. Chung tdi ché dgi mot biia &n ngon
trén tau: sup, ham hang tiéng dong ho - tham chi la hang ngay - bé
ra boc hoi nghi ngut cung véi banh mi, d6 thuc su la mot bia tiéc.

Khi ching t6i nhan phong khach san & Moscow, & d6 da cé san
buu thi€p ctia Sevyan Vainshtein va Lev Okun, mot nha vat ly xuat
chung, Glen da su dung cudn Leptons va Quarks cua 6ng trong thoi
gian cao hoc. M6i ngudi déu cho ching tbi s6 dién thoai cia minh.
Chung t6i da lién lac dugc ngay véi Okun va sap diat mot cude gap
vGi 6ng vao sang hom sau.

Okun mudn xudt ban bédng tiéng Nga cudn sach méi nhit cua
Feynman, QED: Ly thuyét ky la ciia Anh sdng va Vit chdt. Ong ciing
muodn xudt ban bang tiéng Nga cudn Feynman, chuyén thdt nhu dia.
“Dén chung t6i can lam quen véi tam tri Feynman’, 6ng ndi.

Tuy nhién, viéc xuat ban nhiing cdu chuyén hai hudc thiéu trang
nghiém ctia Feynman & Lién X6 1a moét viéc hoi nhay cam. Tat ca
nhiing nha xuat ban ma Okun da lién hé déu tu choi dé xuat cua
ong. Nhung 6ng c6 mdt ggi y: “Néu cac anh khong ngai ty minh di
dén nha xuit ban Mir. Toi tin rang ho sé rat vui dugc gap cac anh”

bung nhu vay. Chung t6i da cé dugc cudc hen vao ba gis chiéu
hom dé. Okun khéo 1éo tli choi di cung chiing tdi; c6 1€ su trang trong
cua cudc gap v6i ngudi nudc ngoai nay — trong mat cta ban chu

bién Mir - sé bi gidm di khi c6 mdt nha vat ly X6 Viét xuat chung.

7 - 141



Chung t6i di tau dién ngam va taxi t6i tda soan ctia nha xuat ban
Mir, nam bén canh céc dinh thy bé thé mét thoi. Tiép chung toi 1a
hai chu bién lau ndm, ho ting ching t6i may cdi ghim ve do. Ngudsi
thu ky chudn bj tra. Chung t6i dugc biét rang, ban dich tiéng Nga
bd Nhiing bai gidng vé Vat ly cua Feynman do Mir xuét ban la thanh
cong 16n nhat cua ho - hon mat triéu ban dugc an hanh trong hon
hai muoi nam qua.

To6i ndi rang gido su Feynman c6 thé sé tham Lién X6 trong mot
hai nam téi. (Toi c6 nén khong nhac téi Tuva, phong khi nhiing
ngudi 6 Mir khong quan tdm dén noi dé nhu chung t6i.) Cac chu
bién noéi rang Mir c6 thé thu xép it tién rup cho Feynman - mot
ki€u tra tién nhuan but bi tri hodn - mac du ho khong budc phai
lam nhu vay. (Ban dich tiéng Nga nay da dugc xuat ban trudc khi
Lién X6 tham gia Cong udc Ban quyén Qudc t€.)

Chung t6i dua ra mot ban cudn Feynman, chuyén that nhu dia.
Cac cht bién doc n6 moét cach thich tha, nhung ho khong dam chac
ve viéc xudt ban cudn sach. “Chung t6i chi xudt ban sach chuyén
moén”. Ho néi.

Sau buoi gap véi Mir, ching to6i dén tu vién Novodevichi, dang
m& ctia cho cong chung, r6i dén cong clia nghia trang Novodevichi
hy vong sé thay m¢ cua Khrushchev. Toéi thi di vao cling v6i mot
nhom dang dugc vay cho vao, nhung bi bao vé chén lai.

Bi ngan can, toi quyét dinh tht mot trai nghiém khiém tén hon.
Tt ngay dau tién & Lién X0 t6i da hodng s¢ quan sat hét ngudi no
dén nguoi kia dung chung mot cdi coc dé uong nudce tii may ban
nudc khoang dung tién xu. Gig day, khi da uéng khong biét bao
nhiéu coc tra ban trén tau, toi da san sang nhap cudc. Giong nhu

mot ngudi ban xu, t6i ding dang sau mot ngudi dan dng chua gap
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bao gio, va kién nhin dgi 6ng ta uéng xong. Ong dy tp ngugc cai
coc xudng va an noé 1én mat cai gia nhd, lam cho nudce tu voi phun
vao bén trong coc. Khi 6ng ta roi di, toi dén chd cai may va tha
dong 3-kopek vao 16. Khong chan chi, téi udng coc nude sti bot
lan tan dy (hoi mdn mot chut), va an cdi coc xudng gid. Nhiém vu
da hoan thanh.

Khi téi di ra, téi nghi, rat c6 thé nhiing cai coc dung chung gitp
tang cudng hé mién dich cia moi nguoi. Sau khoén dau tu ban dau
bang may lan dau hong, ban sé cd thé chdng lai cdm cum ctia mua
dong. (Trong tuan sau khong co chuyén gi xdy ra — ngay ca mot lan
dau hong.)

Hom sau, cudi cuing thi Glen va tdi ciing lién lac dugc véi Sevyan
Vainshtein bang dién thoai & mot tram dién thoai cong cong ngay
gin Quéng tridng Do. Ong 4y dé nghi gip nhau & ga tau dién ngdm
Akademia.

Chting t6i da gip Vainshtein dung gio hen. Ong dy c6 nu cudi
am 4p va doi mat sang lap lanh lam t6i nhé t6i Feynman. Vé sau
ching t6i nhén ra rdng con c6 nhiéu diém gidng nhau niia: ca hai
déu sinh ra trong gia dinh Do Thai nhung khong suing dao: ca hai
déu c6 vg khong phai la ngudi Do Thai. Gia dinh Vainshtein da lap
nghiép tu lau & Riga; 6ng ba ctia Feynman von da tiing séng 6 Minsk.

Veinshtein dua ching t6i vong qua géc pho, xuéng mot doan
dén Vién Dan toc hoc, toa lac trong toa nha vén la mot trudng cap
hai tu thuc cti: mot toa nha gb bén tang chiéu sang rat khiém ton;
san hanh lang kéu cot ket. Hau hét cac nha déan toc hoc & vién la
ngudi Nga, nhung ciing c6 may ngudi chau A - Kazakh, Kirghiz,
va nhiing noi khac. Sau khi giéi thi¢u ching t6i v6i moi ngudi nhu
nhiing “dong nghié¢p” tt My (nhung khong hé chi cho chung t6i van
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phong ctia gidm doc,) Vainshtein md&i ching t6i ngo6i tham du mot
budi bao vé ludn an pho tién si véi dé tai vé ngudi Ket & Siberia.

Vainshtein dua cho Glen mét ban luén an. N6 khong dé doc lam,
bdi vi n6 da dugc go bang mot may chii go tay — dudi it nhat la hai
16p gidy than da dung qua nhiéu lan. Sau mot hoéi bi nhiing ngudsi
khac tra hoi kha khac nghiét vé tim quan trong ddng ngo cta viéc
nghién ctiu mot bo toc chi c6 ba tram nguodi, cau nghién ctu sinh
bat hanh da cé dugc su danh gia cam thong cua Vainshtein, 6ng cho
rang nhiing nhdm ngudi nho c6 thé ndm gid chia khoa ctia nhiing
bi 4n lich st. (DU vay, nghién ctu sinh d6 da khong qua dugc ky
bao v¢.) Xong viéc, Vainshtein moi chung téi qua nha 6ng vao t6i
hom sau.

Hom sau khodng 5 gid chiéu, ching t6i gap lai Vainshtein & Vién
Dén tdc hoc - 6ng ay cho rang ching t6i sé khong dé ty minh tim
dugc can hd cta o6ng. Khi chung t6i cing 6ng di vao ga tau dién
ngam Akademia, 6ng ay hdi, di tau dién ngadm & California mat bao
nhiéu tién. Quen v6i hé thong Trung chuyén nhanh Vung Vinh, Glen
noi, “Mot hay hai dola, tuy thudc quang duong di”.

Vainshtein 16i ti tdi ra mdt nam cac dong xu va tha ba dong 5
kopek vao cac & ctia xoay khi moi chung téi di qua. “Van gia thé
nay tit khi c6 metro”. Ong n6i mot cach ty hao.

Toi da o giai thich rang, mot cai gid ré nhu vay rd rang c6 nghia
la ngudi dan & cac tinh dang phai trg cdp nidng né cho hé thong tau
dién ngdm Moscow - nhung von tiéng Dtic trung hoc phd thong
khong du giup toi trong trudng hop nay, ma Glen thi khong chiu
dich cau nhan xét cua t6i sang tiéng Nga.

Trong non mot gic di trén con tau rat on, t6i khé ma dinh than
dugc minh dang nghi gi. Trong khi d6, Glen c6 mot cudc ndi chuyén
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tuyét voi v6i Vainshtein, thdm chi con hiéu dugc ca cac cau dua
cta Ong ay.

Sau khi ra khoi ga tau cudi cung, chung téi di xe buyt khoang
15 phut va xuong xe 6 mot khu chung cu nam tang khong c6 nét gi
dang d€ y. Khoang 7 gid t6i ching t6i vé dén can ho cua Vainshtein
& tang ba.

Vainshtein gidi thiéu ching t6i v6i v va me ctia 6ng, cu clng
song trong can ho do. Con gai cua ong (dia con duy nhat cua ho)
khong c6 6 nha; c6 ay song 6 mdt truong dai hoc xa Moscow.

Chung t6i di vao phong lam viéc. Vainshtein chi cho chung toi
nhiéu hién vat Tuva, ké ca bd suu tdp nhiing mau vat cham khac
da ctia minh. Trén tudng la mdt btic tranh son dau rat dep, ruc ré
mau dé va tim - butic tranh hoang hon & nui Sayan. Vainshtein da
tu vé buc tranh nay. “Tuwa ist sehr schon’, (Tuva rat dep) o6ng noi,
phat &m tU “schon” theo cai cach nhu Wayne Newton phat am khi
ong ta hat, “Dan-ku shane, I said dan-ku shane ...

Vainshtein khong can phai thuyét phuc ching t6i rang Tuva rét
dep. Toi muon hoi 6ng ay tin tlc vé viéc 6ng va giam doc vién cua
ong dan x€p thé nao cho chuyén di ciia Feynman dén Tuva. Nhung toi
hiéu la viéc ay khong c6 két qua - néu khong thi ldc nay Vainshtein
da ndi diéu gi d6 ro6i - chang ai di ddnh mot con ngua da chét.

Vainshtein 16i xudng tii gia sach ctia minh mdt cuon catalog cac
vién bao tang, viét bing tiéng Nhat va tiéng Anh. Ong n6i bing tiéng
bic, “Toi da glii mdt ban cta catalog nay cho gido su Feynman, 6ng
ay da nhan dugc chua?”

1. Wayne Newton la ca si va dién vién hai ndi tiéng & Las Vegas - ND
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Toi gai dau, ndi khong.

Roi 6ng lai 16i xudéng mot catalog bao tang khac, cuén nay bang
tiéng Phan Lan va tiéng Anh, va no6i “Toi ciing da gtii mot ban cua
catalog nay cho gido su Feynman. Ong 4y c6 nhan dugc khong?”

Lai khong.

Vainshtein ké rang cdc cudn catalog nay dugc lay tu cudc trién
lam do Vién Han lam Khoa hoc Lién X6 t0 chtic & Nhat nam 1982
va & Phan Lan dau nam 1985. Véi tén goi “Trén Con duong To lua’,
trién lam co t6i vai ngan hién vat khao ¢6, nhiéu hién vat do chinh
Vainshtein khai quét & Tuva.

ba dén gio an toi.

Chung t6i vao phong an va thay ba vi khach niia. Cé hai phu nit
tré, mot 12 ngudi Nga va mot 1a nguoi chau A - g6c Buryatia, mot
vung gan ho Baikal, noi sinh song ctia nhiing ngudi cé quan h¢ huyét
thong v6i nguoi Mong Co. Ngudi phu nii tré dén tii Buryatia via
bao vé xong luan an pho tién sy dudi sy huéng dan cua Vainshtein.
Biia t6i nay la danh dé€ chic muing c6, nhung Vainshtein chang dé
y gi dén c6 ay ma cu noéi chuyén véi chung t6i suot.

May 1a, c6 mot anh ban ngudi Nga dep trai va rat c6 duyén (mot
trong nhiing dong nghiép ctia Vainshtein & Vién Dan tdc hoc) quan
tam cham soc hai phu nit tré. Anh ta khuéch khodc v6i nhiing cau
chuyén lam qua vé Feynman - vé nhiing ngay thay thu ctia 6ng, vé
nhiing trdi nghiém ctia 6ng & Uc, & céc Bién phia Nam, & Anh, va
& Nhat. Chung t6i cung ngoéi vao ban.

Ban an day nhiing mén dugc cat tia viia miéng: ba loai triing
ca, dua chut dugc cat got dep mat, xuc xich cat lat, ca chua thai

mong, mdt loai banh tring, banh pudding gao, kem siia bt ngo,
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banh quy va nhiing thtt khac - tit ca dugc b6 sung bing vai loai
vodka va cognac.

Cudc tro chuyén - bang tiéng Dtic, Nga va Anh - thudng xuyén
bi ngat quing bdi viéc nang coc chuc clia moi nguoi dan oOng.
Vainshtein m& dau bang viéc ning c6c danh cho Feynman. Sau
vai cau chuyén, Glen ding ddy nghiéng minh cdm on phu nhéan
Vainshtein vé biia dn tuyét voi ma ba da chuin bi.

R6i Vainshtein ké mot cau chuyén. Khi con la giam doc cia mot
bao tang & Kyzyl, o6ng da gap mot ngudi con gai Nga, dugc cti dén
Tuva lam gido vién ti€u hoc. Co dy ndi ba hom niia sé la sinh nhat
cta minh, va cé 1é 6ng sé mudn dén nha c6 dé tham dy mdt biia
tiéc nho nho do c6 chuén bi.

Dbén ngay, Vainshtein téi mot ctia hang banh gan dé tim mua mot
chiéc banh sinh nhat. Ngudi ban hang chi cho Vainshtein chiéc banh
duy nhat con lai trong ctia hang, do moét ngudi dan 6ng dat dé€ ngd
161 cau hon vao t6i hom ay. “Néu ngudi khach nay khong dén lay
banh trudc gid dong ctia thi né sé la ctia 6ng’, ngudi ban hang ndi.

Pén gid dong ctlia, Vainshtein quay lai. Chiéc banh van con dé.

“Toi thay dong chit thanh CHUC MUNG SINH NHAT nhé?”
nguoi ban banh hoi.

“A, ving”, Vainshtein tra 16i. “Oh ma nghi lai thi, ctt d€ n6 thé di;
ngd 161 cau hon véi co dy dau phai la mot y toil”

“Va t6i da bi mac ket v6i ong ay tli ngay do!” Ba Vainshtein ngat
161 v6i mot nu cuoi hanh phuc, dat diém nuat cho cidu chuyén ma
chic han ba da nghe ca tram lan.

Nham nhép thém chat niia, dén lugt t6i diing lén nang coc. Toi

cam thdy hoi bét tién 1a Glen va téi nhan dugc qua nhiéu su quan
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tam vao cai dip danh d€ chiic miing c6 sinh vién sau dai hoc cua
Vainshtein. N6 lam t6i nhé dén mot cau chuyén dua ma toi da thay
trén tap chi MAD, trong cau chuyén dé mot dda tré trong “Tam
nhin cua Berg” néi ring, “Cau chi nhu mot vét phong dudi da tay:
cau chi xuat hién khi cong viéc ndng nhoc da xong!”

Van dé la, toi khong dich dugc chuyén dua nay sang tiéng Drc.
Toi nhd Glen dich sang tiéng Nga, nhung cau ay néi tham, “Piing,
Ralph, v& van. Ho sé chdng bao gid hiéu cd”

Toi khong thé nghi dugc gi khac cho 14n nang coc cia minh,
nén t6i nai ni. Cudi cung Glen phai hdi ngudi dong nghiép cua
Vainshtein, anh ay biét ti€éng Anh kha t6t, xem tu “vét phong rop”
trong tiéng Nga la gi. Anh ta noi la minh khong biét. Roi t6i mo ta
vét phong rop cho Vainshtein bang tiéng Diic, va 6ng ay hiéu, nhung
cling noi rang khong biét tu tiéng Nga tuong tng. Phai ching day
la mot kiéu kiéng ky ctia gidi kinh vién - néu biét tt phong rop thi
c6 nghia la anh da tiing lao dong chan tay.

Toi da c6 gang hét stic d€ giai thich cau chuyén duia - nhung
nhu Glen da canh bdo - né qua téi tdm, va nhiing ngudi ban Xo
Viét chang hiéu gi ca.

Thém nhiing ciu chuyén bang ba thi tiéng, dén lugt ngudi dong
nghiép ctia Vainshtein dung lén nang coc. Anh ta ca nggi duc hanh
cta phu nt lam cho canh dan 6ng cudi thodi mai con canh phu nt
thi dé mat vi boi roi. Trong khi anh ta ti€p tuc nang cdc chc, t6i
bat dau ngac nhién vé€ con ngudi nay - anh ta thit khéo 1éo va tu
nhién. Toi da doc thay 1a bat ky cudc gdp nao clia mot ngudsi Xo
Viét v6i mot nguoi nude ngoai déu phai thong bao cho KGB. Liéu
c6 phai dé€ tranh rac ro6i cho ban than, Vainshtein dd md&i mot nguoi

cua KGB dén cuing dung bita t6i?
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Khi bai dién van ctia ngudi dan ong lich 1am két thuc, téi van
tinh tdo va san sang udng ti€p. Chung tdi lai nang coc va can chén.

Sau bta toi toi 16i ra mot ban ctia cudn Feynman chuyén thdt
nhu dua dua cho Vainshtein xem, va ké lai chuyén tham cta Glen
va toi & nha xuat ban Mir.

“Gido su Feynman rét ndi tiéng & dat nudc chung t6i”, Vainshtein
dép 16i. Ong ké lai chuyén di vé mién tay Tuva méi day, & d6 ong
da gap mot co gai Tuva ngoi bén ngoai cén 1€u tron. Tén cd 1la Marx
Kyrgys. (Toi d6 rang b6 me c6 ay da nghe nguoi ta ban tan vé cai
tén “Marx” nén da dat cho co cdi tén cia mot ngudi hung da trang
— giong nhu nhi€u no 1¢é dugc tra ty do da ldy tén theo tén ctia cac
tong thong.) Marx dang hoc dé€ trd thanh c6 gido. Va cuén sach co
ay dang doc la cuon gi? Cdc bai gidng vé Vit ly cua Feynman!

“Tu trudng chac sé thich cidu chuyén nay lam day”, t6i noi
v6i Glen, khi tat ca ching t6i ndng cdc rugu mui sau biia toi dé
chuc Richard.

Trong cau chuyén tiép theo, tdi hoi Vainshtein, cé dung la 6ng
dang viét mot cuon sach vé phdo dai Uighur trén hon ddo & ho
Tere-Khol khong.

“Dung th€, 6ng dy ndi. “Lam sao anh biét?”

Toi 16i ra mot an ban ctia Ddi song X6 Viét ma t6i mang theo va
chi cho 6ng 4y bai bao.

“Toi khong nhé la da ndi chuyén véi ai ctia tap chi nay”, dng ay
noi. “Va toi cling chua bao gi¢ nghe vé€ ngudi dua tin dé. Tuy nhién,
thong tin nay vé co ban l1a dung”. Vainshtein dua ra mdt cach giai
thich: nguoi dua tin chac la da xem mot bai phong ma 6ng danh
cho mot 4n phdm khdc, va don gian la lay thong tin ti do.
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Ong dua cho t6i mot ban tiéng Phan Lan ctia “Trén Con dudng
To lya’, va ndi, “Cudc trién lam nay sé dugc td chiic & Goteborg,
Thuy Dién, vao thang 2 ndm sau”,

To6i nhin lai to tap chi Doi song X6 Viét va thay bai bao vé cac nha
thuc vat hoc ngudi My & Tuva. Toéi nhé 16i khuyén ctia Tu trudng -
rang chung ta phai tim dugc céi ¢ dé€ dén Tuva (ngodi cai sy that
la vi thta d6 ctia né danh van la K-Y-Z-Y-L) - va d6t nhién nhén ra
rang Vainshtein vtia chi cho ching t6i cai ¢ dy. To6i nang mdt coc
rugu tudng tugng va dong dac noéi, “Sau Thuy Dién, cudc trién lam
sé dén nudc My - va véi tu cach cac thanh vién ctia vién bdo tang
cht nha, Richard Feynman, Ralph Leighton va Glen Cowan sé dén
tham Tuva cung Sevyan Vainshtein!”
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Céac baoi su
nghiep du

Glen bay vé Berkeley, con t6i 1én tau di Bochum,
buc, d€ tham anh trai t6i - Alan - anh la cay keén
chinh cta m¢t dan nhac giao hudng & day cung vo
cua anh, Linda. Sau d6 to6i dén Goteborg, Thuy Dién,
dé tham mot nha vat ly, hai muoci ndm truéc 6ng da
tiing & véi gia dinh ching t6i nhu mot sinh vién trong
chuong trinh Trai nghiém Cudc song Quoc té.

Thoi tiét dau thang Sau that dep. Bau trdi trong,
day nang va nhiét do khoang tdm muoi do F da ddy
toan b dén cu ra bai bién day d4, noi nay cé cung
vi do véi doi dat Alaska. Rat nhiéu phu nii tam nang
nguc dé tran va diéu dé sém trd thanh binh thuong
v6i mot khan gia non nét ti Bac My ca then.

Co 1é vi toi da bi chodng bdi nhiing ngay xuan
Thuy Dién tuoci sang va 4m ap nén khong hé nghi dén
viéc tham Bao tang Lich st Goéteborg, noi tdm thing

niia sé dién ra cudc trién lam Con dudng To lua. Hon
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niia, t6i da nghi rang, moét trién lam di dong ciing giong nhu mot
doan xiéc di dong: doan dén thanh phd vao gita tuan; dén thi sau
moi viéc da dugc chudn bi xong va cong chung c6 thé dén xem céac
ti€t muc. Gia c6 chut hiéu biét vé nghiép vu bao tang thi toi da biét
rang, vao thdi diém 4y cong viéc chuin bi cho cudc trién lam Con
duong To lya da va dang phai dugc trién khai.

Khi tré vé Pasadena, to6i ndi véi Tu Trudng vé ké hoach mang
cudc trién lam Con dudng To lua t6i My, va dua 6ng xem ban copy
cua cudn catalog trién lam ma Vainshtein da c6 gang gti cho ong.
“A ma”, t6i n6i, “Ong c6 nhan dugc biic dién chic miing sinh nhat
ma toi da gti ti Thilisi hay khong?”

“Khong, toi khong nhan dugc buc dién nao cd”

“Thé con hai cai buu thiép thi sao?”

“Toi cing khong nhén dugc buu thi€p nao hét”.

“La that’, t6i noi. “Toi da hoi tat ca nhiing nguoi khac ma toi da
gtii thiép va biét rang ho déu nhin dugc; viéc thiép chic mling ndm
mdi ctia Vainshtein dén dugc 6ng 6 Caltech 1a mot ngoai 1é. Toi e
rang nhiéu tht khac cting khong bao gid dén noi”.

Toi chang lam gi cho Tuva hay trién lam Con dudng To lua trong
sudt mua he 1985 - ciing nhu su6t mua thu, khi t6i lai ban day
hoc. C¢ 1€ t6i van con qua mét v6i nhiing con tau, nhiing “trung
chuyén”, va nhiing ngudi phuc vu X6 Viét ban tinh ma Glen va t6i
da phai chiu dung & Lién X06. Du gi di ndia, téi da khong co6 dip
phti bui cudn catalog trién lam khi ma vao thaing Muoi mot nam
1985, Ronald Reagan gdp Mikhail Gorbachev lan dau tién va tuyén
b6 rang két qua cudc gap cta ho & Geneva la mot thoa thudn vin
hda, theo d6 mét cudc trién 1am 40 bic tranh cua trudng phai 4n
tugng Phap sé dén nudc M.
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V6i Nhiing ngudi ban cia Tuva, nim mé&i 1986 bat ddu ma
khong cé dau hiéu gi cho thdy sé cé sy khac biét nao so véi
ndm cl. Trong khi quoc hoi chudn bi hop thi nhiing nguasi viét
dién vin cua Tong thong Reagan dang chuin bi cho Thong diép
lién bang hing ndm. Nam trudc, meo lam cho ban xic dong roi
nudc mat cta tong théng la dua ra 16i cam két ctia 6ng véi gido
duc: mot gido vién sé la dan thudng dau tién bay vao vi tru. Gio
day, khi chi con vai ngay niia tong thong sé doc Thong diép lién
bang, con tau sé mang c6 gido Christa McAuliffe vao vi try da
san sang trén bé phong. Sé dn tugng biét bao néu cd gido nay gui
t6i Qudc hdi 161 chao tu vi tru vao dung lic tong thong dang
doc thong diép.

Ngay 28 thang Giéng, tau con thoi n6 tung. Canh tugng vu né
dugc chiéu di chiéu lai trong ban tin budi t6i. Tong thong Reagan
da hoan doc Thong diép Lién bang, thay vao dé phat di mot bai
khdc ca ngoi nhiing ngudi anh hung da nga xuéng. Mot hoi dong
da dugc thanh lap dé diéu tra tham hoa Challenger, va Richard dugc
m&i lam thanh vién.

Budc sang thang Hai, t6i nhé 1a, trién 1am Con dudng To lua
vua dugc khai truong & Goteborg. Toi dién thoai cho Alan vao mot
Chu nhat. “Anh c¢6 thé sang Thuy Dién va xem cudc trién lam ay
khong? Anh c6 thé gdp Vainshtein & ddy va tan mat xem cudc trién
lam d6 thé nao”

“Anh rdt mudn di’, Alan néi. “Nhung sao em khong di cing?
Mot cau ban choi violin trong dan nhac viia bay tii San Francisco
t6i Brussels bang People Express chi mat 99 déla”

“That a? Em chua biét chuyén nay thuc hu thé nao - c¢6 khi lai
phai mét t6i 999 ddla dé bay ngugc lai tli Brussels vé San Francisco”
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Toi goi cho People Express va dugc biét 1a vao thd Tu hang tuén,
dé quang ba cho duong bay méi ctia ho, chuyén bay khong diing ti
San Francisco t6i Brussels dung 1a chi 99 dola mai chiéu.

“Thé, t6i phai lam gi d€ c6 dugc vé cho chuyén bay nay - xudng
san bay va cam trai hai ngay a?”

“Khong, t6i c6 thé dat cho cho ngai ngay bay gio™

“Co noi vay nghia la van con chd trén nhiing chuyén bay nay?”

“Vang, thua ngai”

“Tuyét voi! Tén nhiing ngudi ddt cho 14, Richard Feynman, Ralph
Leighton, va Glen Cowan. Chung t6i sé di Brussels vao ngay 6 thdng
Hai va quay vé San Francisco vao ngay 20",

“Chi can cac ngai mua vé 6 moét dai ly du lich vao ngay mai, thua
ngai, thi cac ngai chac chan sé c6 chd”.

Toi dién thoai cho Alan. “Em sé di!” Toi cling goi cho Mats
Jonson, nha vat ly ma t6i da dén tham & Goteborg, va hoi xem liéu
anh ay c6 quan ngai néu bi dot kich bdi mot bon ngudsi My.

“Céac anh luon dugc chao dén’, anh ay ndi.

To6i cling hoi xem, liéu anh ay c6 thé sap x€ép mdt cudc gap voi
nhiing ngudi X6 Viét & Bao tang Lich st Goteborg.

Toi noi véi Tu trudng vé ké hoach ctia minh, nhung 6ng dy ndi
rang vao ngay thui Ba minh sé dén Phong thi nghiém ddy phan luc
dé tim hiéu vé tau con thoi, va thi Tu sé & Washington. “Vi sao ciu
lai t6i mot cudc trién lam & Thuy Dién, anh ban? Tu khi quay vé vao
mua hé nim ngodi ciu da chang hé lam gi dé mang cudc trién lam
ay dén nudc My. Toi thay, 1lan nay, cau hoi am dau day”.

“Toi biét”, toi noi. “Toi khong dinh di, nhung vé ré thé thi khong
th€ bo qua dugc — hon ntia cho & clia ching ta 6 Thuy Dién 1a hoan
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toan mién phi. Toi sé khong hida hen gi v6i nhiing nguoi X6 Viét
cd; toi chi muon tdn mat xem trién 1am thoi”

Toi goi cho Glen. “Cau lam gi vao thu Tu téi?”

“Thi van cong viéc hiang ngay thoi’, ciu ay tra 1oi. “Anh dang 1én
San Francisco a?”

“U, &%, t6i noi, “ - trén duong di Thuy Dién”.

“Thuy Dién!?”

Toi gidi thich cau chuyén. That tuyét, Glen ciing muo6n tham duy
Vao cdi tro ngu xudn nay.

“Ba hom ntia sé gap cau’, toi ndi.

To6i goi dién cho Mats d€ hoi vé viéc gap nhiing ngudsi X6 Viét.

“Anh biét khong, mdt trung hgp thu vi’, anh ay noéi. “Toi lién
lac v6i Bao tang va hoa ra la, ngudi phu trach cudc trién lam nay
chinh la mot ngudi ma t6i gap gan nhu hdng tuin - con gai ching
toi cung hoc moét 16p ba-1é. Anh dy sé vui vé dan x€p mot cudc gap
v6i nhiing ngudi X6 Viét khi cac anh t6i”

“Tuyét voi. Toi sé goi cho anh tit Bochum khi t6i bi€t chinh xdc
chuyén tau ma chung téi sé di. Cam on anh!”

Vao sang thua Tu, t6i bay tut San Francisco va gdp Glen & san bay.
Trong chuyén bay thoai mai t6i Brussels, Glen danh vai tiéng dong
ho dé nghe nhiing cudn bang ctia mét 16p hoc tiéng Thuy Dién ma
cau ay da hoc trong mét nam & UCLA, thinh thodng lai budt miéng
mot cau, ma ngl diéu du duong ctia n6 nghe gidng ti€ng Trung
Qudc hon 13 mdt ngdn ngit Au chau.

Vao t6i thi Nam chung t6i dén Bochum, Alan va Linda dén
chung t6i 6 do va lai xe dua ching t6i vé can ho ctia ho. Hom sau
chung t6i 1ai xe dén Dusseldorf d€ 14y may cai 4o phong ma Alan
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va Linda, nhiing nghé si d6 hoa, da thiét ké. Mot cai 4o c6 chii
“TBIBA” (“Tuva” theo tiéng Cyrillic Tuva) viét duéi dang mot tdm
ban d6 Tuva; nhiing cdi khac mau trang, chit mau den va hinh trai
tim mau doé: “KbI3bI/Ila ¥ MeH”.

“Lam sao anh biét cach noéi Kyzyl yéu téi” bang tiéng Tuva?”
Toi hoi.

“Anh goi dién hdi gido su Krueger”, Alan ndéi. “Pdp lai cho 6ng
ay sé la may nhan dinh “T6i ¥ Copenhagen’ ma chung ta sé ki€ém
trén duong quay vé tt Thuy Dién.

T6i mudn hom do chung tdi lay tau di Copenhagen, réi chuyén
sang tau di Helsingor (Elsinore), 6 dé chung t6i lén mot chuyén
pha boi nam ddm t6i Thuy Dién. Cang bién bi bao phu béi nhiing
tang bang 16n. Dan Nam California tranh ci liéu nhiing tang bang
troi kia dugc tao thanh chi tii nuéc ngot dong bang (do6 1a mua va
tuyét roi xuong gap phai nudc man rat lanh), hay ca tii nudc mén
ddéng bing niia.

Chung t6i 1én mdt con tau Thuy Dién va dén Goteborg chiéu
hom do6. Mats cung c6 con gai bon tuéi Emma ctia anh dy dén
chung t6i & ga tau va bao ring chung toi sé di thing dén Bao tang
Lich su Goteborg.

“Nhung, hay nhin chung t6i xem’, t6i n6i. “Qua chuyén tau dém
quan 4o chung t6i nhan nhim hét ca, thdm chi anh em t6i con
chua cao rau”.

“Khong c6 van dé gi”, Mats ndi. “Nhiing ngudi Xo Viét dang rat
néng long mudn gap cac anh”

Chung t6i vao Bdo tang qua moét cta bén va di 1én tang hai, noi
c6 phong lam viéc ctia giam dbéc Christian Axel-Nilsson. La mot

ngudi dan ong chat phac véi nudc da hong hao, Axel-Nilsson chao

156 - RICHARD FEYNMAN



muing ching t6i dén véi bao tang ctia dng bang mot chai sherry'.
Ong gidi thiéu véi chiing t6i nha dan toc hoc ctia bao tang, Tién si
Silow - ngudi dan 6ng ma Mats biét qua 16p hoc ba-1é ctia con gai.

Glen lam moi nguoi hét stic ngac nhién vé tiéng Thuy Dién hoan
hao cia minh. Sau vai phut chuyén tro, canh ctia dang sau chung t6i
tl tii m& va vi giam doc phia X6 Viét clia cudc trién lam hién ra.
Toi da tling gdp ngudi dan 6ng dién trai nay trudc day, 6 can ho cua
Vainshtein. “Xin chao Ralph Leighton”, anh ta néi, dap gét giay vao
nhau va cui chao khi dua tay ra. “That han hanh dugc gap lai anh”

A

“O, xin chao, 0 - °

<

“TS. Basilov”, Glen noi, viia dung luc.

“Xin chao, Glen Cowan’, TS. Basilov noi, v6i su duyén dang trong
tung cu chi.

Glen dép lai anh ta bang mdy tu tiéng Nga than mat.

Trong khi moi ngudi ti€p tuc trao nhau nhiing 16i 1€ that lich
thiép, t6i khong thé tranh dugc 4n tugng manh mé ctia budi don
ti€p khach VIP ma chung téi - mot bon ngudi My nhéch nhac, chua
tam rva va thi€éu van hoéa - dang dugc tiép dai béi nhiing nguosi
Thuy Dién van minh va tao nha cling nhiing doi tac X6 Viét ctia ho.

Trong khi bé Emma dang an banh phomat va trong cay chuoi,
chung t6i bat dau ban xem nhiing bao tang nao & My phu hgp véi
cudc trién lam. Axel-Nilsson cho ring Vién Smithsonian la diém
khéi dau tét nhat. TS. Basilov do duy, luu y rang Smithsonian da
va dang chudn bi dé don nhan cudc trién lam chung X6 My c6 tén
la “Giao 197, gidi thiéu cac nén vdn hda ban dia ¢ ca hai bén bo eo

bién Bering.

1. Mot loai rugu mau c¢é ngudn goéc nam Tay Ban Nha - ND
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Thém mot hoi chuyén tro va mot chau sherry niia, cé tiéng goé 6
chinh canh ctia ddng sau ching t6i. D6 1a Sevyan Vainshtein. Mdc du
su xuat hién mudn mang ctia Vainshtein da gia ting cam giac phap
phdng cuta t6i, Glen gidi thich viéc nay nhu cdi manh ma Basilov
bay dat ra dé€ ching t6 dia vi thdp hon cua Vainshtein.

Vainshtein muon chi cho ching t6i nhiing gian khac nhau cta
trién 1am, nén chung t6i di theo dng dy. Hang tram ngudi vy quanh
nhiing ngédn ta bao tang mau trang don gian, chtia day nhiing hién
vat bang vang, bac, dong, dong do, va thidm chi bang g6, da va vai.
(Chi c6 bang gia 6 vung dat dong bang Siberia va Mong C6 mdi
bao quan dugc nhiing vét liéu dé bi phan hay nay.) Vainshtein tap
trung vao mot lugng dang ké cac hién vat ma chinh 6ng da khai quat
dugc & Tuva. Mot trong s6 d6 1a mdt vat bang vang tui thoi Scythia
(800 - 200 trudc Cong nguyén) thé hién mot con lgn 10i duc dang
can mot thg san ma con ché ctia anh ta thi lai dang can con lgn.

“Cha!” Toi thot 1én. “Toi da doc vé hién vat nay!” Toi ké véi moi
nguoi vé bai bao nhé ma Richard da tim thdy trén t& Los Angeles
Times tdm nam vé trudc, bai bdo mo ta biic tugng nay. Toi chup
hinh btic tugng dé cho Tu trudng xem.

Roi Vainshtein chi ti€p cho ching t6i nhiing hién vat an tugng
khac ti Tuva: mét tam dong 16n cé hinh mdt con bdo cudn tron,
dugc minh hoa trong cuén sach cua 6ng dy vé nghé thuat Tuva; tu
thoi Hunnic (1 - 500 sau Coéng nguyén), nhiing mi tén c6 16 &
nhiing cai dau hinh thu ky quac, lam cho ching phat ra tiéng nhu
huyt sao khi vat di trong khong khi; va ti thoi ky Turkic c6 dai
(550 - 1200 sau Cong nguyén), mot “ngudi da” kich ¢& nhu nguoi
that — giong nhu buc tugng ma t6i da nhin thay trong cum zhichard doc duoc rang
cta Méanchen-Helfen - dang dung gitta phong. on ;:Z E}T ?a?::nfgacz:er?gﬂl;nt)}:

thdy & Tuva. Nam 1986, btic tugng
Trén Con dudng To lua. (Pugc su ¢
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Cho du Vainshtein nhan manh vao cdc hién vat Tuva, t6i khong
thé€ nao khong chu y t6i tac phdm phuc ché 1ong 1ay caa mot bo
trang phuc c¢6 tén la “Ngudi dan 6ng vang’, tim thay trong m¢ cua

moét nha quy toc thoi Scythia, ngudi nay da tling song & vung dat

Néam 1982 Richard doc dugc rang mot buic tugng vang Scythia - thé hién mot
con cho (d4u hién ra & bén phai) dang can mot con lgn 10i duc (trung tdim), ma

con lgn thi lai dang cin ngudi thg san (cdi xudng & trén dinh) - da dugc tim
thdy & Tuva. Nam 1986, btic tugng dugc dua dén Thuy Dién trong cudc trién lam
Trén Con dudng To lua. (Bugc su cho phép ctia Nha xudt ban Aurora, Leningrad.)
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nay la Kazakhstan. Nhiing miéng vang nguyén goc, gié khong con
du bén viing dé€ c6 thé trung bay trén b trang phuc, dugc dit trong
mot ta kinh gan d6. Chung 1a nhiing vi du rat an tugng vé “phong
cach dong vat” trong nghé thudat Scythia. Ngua, nai va huou voéi
nhting doi gac cach di¢u, tat ca truyén tai cdm gidc vé su van dong
va stuc manh. Cai mi cao chiing 60cm ctia Ngudi dan 6ng vang cé
trang tri nhiing mii tén chi lén troi, mot con vat than thoai hai dau
c6 canh va mdt cdp bao bac cuc dang gy 1on.

Xem xong mot vong, t6i hdi Mats xem liéu chung t6i c6 thé trao
doi thém véi nhiing nguoi X6 Viét & nha anh ay hay khong. Mats dé
nghi cing nhau ding btia t6i hom dé. Vainshtein nhén 161, nhung
khi ching t6i hdi Basilov thi anh ay khéo léo tli chéi, néi rang cé
“cudc hen khac”

Chung t6i bat tay moi ngudi roi cing Mats va Emma tam biét
ho. Mats théng bao cho vg minh, Elizabeth, raing Vainshtein c6 thé
cling sé dén vao budi tdi. “Nhung cé thé khong”, anh dy phu thém.
“TS. Silow néi rang nhiing ngudi Nga thuong khong xuat hién sau
khi da néi 1a ho sé dén”.

Gan t6i gio an toi, Glen va t6i di cing Mats dén khach san Three
Crowns d€ tim Vainshtein. Viéc nay chang c6 gi kho: ong 4y dang
dung ngay & ctia ra vao cung véi hai ngudi Nga niia! “Co phién khong
néu hai ngudi nay cling di?” 6ng ay hoi. Mats chi c6 thé dong .

Tat ca chung t6i bi nén vao cai xe VW Dasher clia Mats va quay
v€ nha. Elizabeth dudng nhu chang hé béi réi vi ¢6 thém khéch.

Hai dong nghi¢p X6 Viét ctia Vainshtein chi néi dugc ti€éng Nga.
Vadim Kurylov, mét nha dan tdc hoc ti Leningrad, trong giong nhu
anh trai cia Leo Tolstoy; Vladimir Lamin, mét st gia tii Novosibirsk,
trong giong nhu em trai ctia Andrei Gromyko. (Leo Tolstoy, 1828-
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1910, la nha ti€u thuyét, nha triét hoc ngudi Nga, tac gia ctia Anna
Karenina, Chién tranh va hoa binh; Andrei Gromyko, 1909-1989,
da tling la B¢ trudng ngoai giao va Chu tich ctia Poan cht tich X6
Viét t6i cao Lién X0).

Elizabeth da chudn bi “Pizza Thuy Dién”: nén banh dugc lam tu
bdt nhao fillo (mot loai bot c6 thé can rat mong), con 16p phia trén
la phomat Thuy Dién, xuc xich va 6t ngot — trong that mat mat va
ngon. Nhiing ngudi X6 Viét mang theo cognac Armenia, va bat
dau man nang coc truyén thdng ctia ho. Ciing nhu lan & Moscow,
Vainshtein danh mét 16i chuc dai cho Richard Feynman. Ong 4y
ti€c la, mot lan niia khong dugc gip Richard, va ndi rang 6ng cam
thay & Feynman cé mot stic hat nao d6 - giong nhu luc hip dan.
Vi thé, 6ng ay cho riang cac dinh ludt hip dan can dugc viét lai dé
tinh dén “hiéu ing Feynman”. Glen ning c6c bang tiéng Thuy Dién
cam on vg clia Mats da chudn bi mdt biia téi tuyét voi; toi nang coc
chic muiing Shagaa, ndim méi ctia Tuva, cling trung vao t6i hom do.

Trong anh nén nhap nhdy ctia phong an nha Jonsons, Glen dong
vai tro phién dich trong khi Vainshtein ké lai mot cu¢c phiéu luu &
Tuva: 6ng va cac dong nghiép dang khai quat khu phao dai Uighur
trén hon ddo & ho Tere-Khol thi mot ngudi danh ca tién lai va hdi
xem liéu ho c6 mudn gdp modt shaman. Moi ngudi rat vui vé giai
lao va - giéng nhu trong nhiing cau chuyén c6 tich - di cung nguoi
danh ca trén con thuyén ctia 6ng ta sang mot thé gisi khac.

Cac vi khach dén mot céi 1€u tron va gap mot shaman cé tén la
Shonchur, cing vg va em trai cta 6ng ay. Vainshtein hoéi Shonchur
rang ong ay da trd thanh shaman nhu thé nao.

Shonchur tra 16i rang, khi 14 tudi, 6ng da bi 6m va bd chay vao

riing. Khi quay vé, dng van chua binh phuc; thuc ra, tinh trang bénh
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tat con tram trong hon - dén ndi di khong viing. Khi cha me hoi
chuyén gi da xay ra, Shonchur khong thé nhé gi ca. Thé la ho da
mdi mét shaman dia phuong xem gidp c6 thé lam gi v6i can bénh
la lung ctia con trai minh.

Shaman noéi rang Shonchur da nhén dugc linh hén 6ng ndi cua
minh [c6 1€ cling la mdt shaman], mét ddu hiéu cho thay chinh
Shonchur sé tré thanh mot shaman.

Shonchur khong muon tré thanh mot shaman, nhung ngudi ta
bdo 1a, cdu khong cé lya chon nao khac sau mot lan bénh nhu vay.
Thé la Shonchur da nhiéu ndm phuc vu nhu mdt ngudi lién lac véi
thé gidi linh hon trong khi van chéan tudn 1oc & dong Tuva. Clng
trong thoi gian dé ong da két hon.

Khi nguoi v¢ dau cua 6ng qua doi, Shonchur t6i tham em trai
minh & ho Tere-Khol va ¢ day 6ng da gap mot phu nit chan gia suc.
Ong cudi c6 4y va s6ng luon & lang clia ngudi em trai, noi day ong
ti€p tuc hanh nghé shaman. Cudi cung 6ng da tré thanh mot “Ulug
Kham”, mot shaman vi dai.

Vainshtein dé nghi 6ng thuc hanh mét nghi 1. Shonchur ndi ring
ho phai doi téi toi. Trong khi chd dgi, Vainshtein gitip Shonchur méc
bd trang phuc ctia 6ng - moét cai ma cai long vii, may cai quan da,
mot cdi 4o choang lung lang nhiing day trang tri bdng st biéu thi
nhiing linh hon trg gitp va nhiéu b phan khac ctia co thé - tat ca
ndng chiing 23kg. M6t trong nhiing dong nghiép ctia Vainshtein da
chup dugc tdm anh ma sau nay da xuét hién & bia sau cuén Nhiing

nguioi du muc Nam Siberia. (Xem trang 50-51.)

T6i dén, Shonchur nhom mot déng lta bén trong léu dé lam
kho cdi trong ctia minh. (T6i nhé vé anh ban Thomas Rutishauser,
anh 4y lam cdng mat cdi trong bongo Mexico ctia minh bang cach
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ho chung trén ngon nén.) D€ dén dugc thé gisi linh hon nhanh
hon, Shonchur ném vao déng ltia mot ndm c6 gy mé ban dia va
hit khéi huong ctia né. Ong ciing ridi vao ngon ltta mot it sita dé
nuoi “ngua” ctia minh. Cing giong nhu hau hét cac shaman Siberia
khac, Shonchur xem cdi trong ctia 6ng nhu con ngua, con dui trong

nhu roi quat ngua.

Van 6 bén trong léu, Shonchur quay lung lai Vainshtein va nhiing
nguoi khéc r6i ngdi xuéng. Ong v6 nhe nhe cdi tréng cia minh va
bat dau 1dm bdm khe khé. Ngay ca khi tiéng 1dm bam ctia 6ng 4y
da chuyén thanh cac tu, thi chung van rat kho hiéu - ching la tiéng
Tuva c0 xua - nhung dan dan y niém tré nén ré rang: shaman dang
goi linh hon giam h¢ va cac linh hon phu trg cia minh.

Thoat dau Shonchur chi hai di chuyén mot chat. Khi ong 4y g6
trong to hon, dng ciing di chuyén ngay cang nhiéu hon dén khi cai
mi cam 16ng tut xuéng mat. Shaman da dat trang thai xuét than.

Sau mot hoi go “con ngua” theo nhip diéu, Shonchur da cham
dén trang thai nhap dinh. Khuén mdt ddy mo hoi; trong dng that
khé coi. Ong chay quanh trong cin léu, danh tréng, xua duéi nhiing
linh hén ma quy. Ong dudi chiing ra ngoai, quat thao ching trong
khi danh trong.

Shonchur bat dau nhét cac linh hén ma quy vao céi trong cua
minh. Thinh thodng c6 m¢ét linh hon nhdy ra, 6ng chom lén, vat 1on
v6i nd va hét “Ta sé giét nguoi, xé tan cac dong mach ctia nguoi va
uéng mau nguoi!”

Sau khi da gom tat ca cac linh hon ma quy va hay diét chung.
Shonchur loang choang di vao 1éu va nga guc xuong. Vainshtein sg

rang Ong ay sé chét, nhung mot lac 1au sau shaman md mat va mim
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cudi. Vainshtein giap ong c6i bd bd trang phuc ndng né. Shonchur
ndi rang tudi tac bat ddu anh hudng téi 6ng nén Vainshtein da sap
x€p dé ong gdap mdt bac si. Vai nam sau, shaman vi dai cudi cuing
cua Tuva da qua doi.

Sau biia t6i, moi ngudi ti€p tuc chuyén tro trong phong khach
nha Jonsons. Vainshtein lai bat dau noi vé Feynman va hoi thang
toi vi sao Feynman chua bao gi¢ dén Lién X0, nhat 1a khi ma & dé
Cdc bai giang vé vat ly cua Feynman dugc hoan nghénh nhiét liét.
Richard da tling néi véi toi vé diéu nay: “Toi khong thich cai cach
ma chinh phu Nga déi xt véi ngudi dan cta ho — nhat la cac nha
khoa hoc ctia ho” Khong chi co TS. Sakharov, ngudi ma Richard
rat quan tam (vao thoi gian dé dang tuyét thuc); 6ng biét la cac nha
khoa hoc X6 Viét khong thé lam viéc ma khong c6 su can thiép cta
Déng Cong san. Ong trich 16i cia Thomas Jefferson: “Téi da nguyén
thé truGc ban tho ctia Chua la sé vinh vién cam thu déi v6i moi hinh
thuc chuyén ché ap dit 1én tri tué con ngudi™.

To6i khong du can dam (hay kha nang vé tiéng Duic) d€ ndi tat
cad nhiing di€u dé véi Vainshtein, mot ngudi dudng nhu rat hai
long v6i cudc sdng & Lién X0, nén t6i dua ra mot ly do khac: “Vi
Feynman da gianh gidi Nobel, nén di dén dau moi ngudi ciing qua
dé y dén 6ng 4y, t6i noi. “Gido su Feynman muo6n dén tham Tuva
mot cach ldng 1€”

Vainshtein hiéu, va dap lai rang chuyén tuong tu ciing xay ra
v6i nha vua Thuy Dién khi dén xem trién lam Con duong To lua &
Goteborg - 6ng mudn dén tham nhu mot cong dan binh thudng,
khong c6 nghi 1€ gi (Diéu dé co6 thé xay ra & dit nudc ma tha tudng
thuong xuyén dén nha hat nhu moét dan thuong, khong cé can vé.)

1. Thomas Jefferson, 1743-1826, la tong thong thi 3 (1801-1809) ciia My - ND
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Trong khi tiép tuc trao ddi, t6i quyét dinh viia néi viia lam dong
tdc minh hoa. Toi bat diu bang cai bién s6 xe TOUVA ctia minh,
noé tam thaoi thdo ra khoi xe. Vainshtein giai thich cho nhiing ngudi
X6 Viét khac vé viéc ong da phat hién ra anh chung t6i trén to
Tuvinskaya Pravda nhu thé nao.

Toi con mang theo anh vé tinh cua Tuva. Vainshtein rat phan
khich. Téi ddm bao véi 6ng 4y rang & My bat ky ai ciing c6 thé
dit mua anh Landsat tit chinh pht. “Pay”, t6i néi. “Ong c6 thé
gitt né néu 6ng mudn”. Ong 4y nhin né véi sy ngac nhién va biét
on thuc su.

Khi budi t6i sap két thuc, nhiing ngudi X6 Viét dua ra mot bo
do6 st udng tra tli Moscow va tang nd cho Elizabeth. Chi ay dé qua
tang vao mdt ngan ta trung bay, ngan nay dudng nhu ngau nhién
da dé€ trong tu trude. Nhiing ngudi X6 Viét rat vui vi mén qua cua
ho da tim dugc mdt ngdi nha tuyét voi nhu vay.

DéE két thuc budi t6i, Alan mang xuéng may cai 4o phong “Kyzyl
¥ I” ma anh dy va Linda da thiét ké, va tang chung cho moi ngudi.
Trong khi ddm chung tdi d6 guc xudng giuong thi Mats dua nhiing
nguoi X6 Viét vé khach san cta ho.

Sang thu Hai, Alan va Linda lén tau di Bochum. Béi vi hom dé
bat dau ky nghi dong mdt tuin cta cac trudng hoc nén gia dinh
Jonsons ra ngoai thanh dé€ thim me cta Elizabeth trong vai ngay.
Glen va t6i di xe di¢n xuong pho va gap nhiing ngudi X6 Viét trong
“cai léu” cua ho, mot van phong dugc bo tri riéng & tang ba ctia bao
tang. Khong khi nang mui khoi ddc thu ctia thudc la X6 Viét. TS.
Basilov chao ching t6i bang cai cai dau ddc trung cta anh, tang
ching tdi mdt cudn sach vé shaman Hoi gido ma anh ay viét, va

mdi ching t6i dung tra Georgian ma Kurylov da pha.
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Basilov ngay lap tuc di vao mot loat cac y tudng tao bao vé cach
thitc ma cudc trién 13m nay cé thé tiép thi véi cong chung My. Y
tuong dau tién ctia anh ta la ban rugu stta ngua, mot loai stia ngya
1én men da tling giti vai tro trung tam trong khiu phén an ctia ngudsi
du muc Au-A. “Va tt nhién, ching ta cling nén mang theo mot sé
phu nii vat stia ngu6i Kazakh dé vat stia ngua’, anh ta ndi.

Chung t6i mim cudi va ndi “Sao lai khong?”

Roi Basilov mé rong y tudéng cta minh: “Chung ta cling nén
mang theo may cai 1éu tron dé€ dung trudc ctia bao tang — moi céi
chi 2000 rap - va bén canh c¢6 vai phu nit Kazakh va Turkmenia,
ho déap ni, dét tham, va c6 thé ban cac san phdm nay cho khach”

“Nghe dugc day’, toi noi.

“Chung ta cé th€ mang theo ca vai con lac da, vi ching thuong
dugc nhiing ngudi du muc st dung, va cho bon tré cugi - véi phi ré
thoi, tat nhién. Va ching ta c6 th€ mang theo méy cd ngudi Uzbek
dé ndu moén plov!, va ca loai banh mi dic biét ctia ho”. Basilov rat
ty hao vé minh vi da nghi ra tat ca nhiing y tuéng kinh doanh nay.
Anh 4y néi dua véi cac dong nghiép X6 Viét cia minh rdng, anh ta
sé tré thanh mot tu san.

Vainshtein hoi chung tdi nghi gi vé cudc trién lam.

Glen khen hét 161, nhung diéu dé khong mang lai su hai long
mong dgi tii phia cdc cht nha ctia chung t6i.

Toi quyét dinh noi dung nhiing gi minh nghi. “T6i nghi cai tén
‘Con duong To lua’ dé gay hiéu lam: né ggi [én hinh anh cta Marco
Polo va Trung Qudc, trong khi thuc ra trién 1am la vé nhiing ngudsi
du muc séng & phia bac Con dudng To lua”

1. Mot loai com thap cdm ctia ngudi Trung A- ND
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Basilov c6 vé dong tinh. “Cac anh biét khong, tén ti€éng Nga cua
trién 1am nay 1a ‘Nhiing ngudi du muc Au-A’ Vi sao ta khong dung
cai tén nay nhi? N6 nghe kinh vién qua chidng?”

“Phan ‘Nhiing ngudi du muc’ thi dugc’, t6i noi. “Nhat 1a &
California, noi chung téi thich y tudng vé viéc luén & trang thai
dong. Co mot loai 6 td tén la Chevy Du muc - n6 la loai dugc yéu
thich trong gidi lust song”.

“() Nhat, tit ca nhiing gi ho mudn xem la vang’, Basilov than thé.
“Da phan nhiing thi quan trong véi cudc séng ctia nhiing ngudi
du muc déu la nhiing thi ‘tam thuéng nhu yén ngua hay ban dap”

“Nguai California yéu ngua’, t6i noi. “Co 1€ bia ctia catalog trién lam
nén c6 hinh mét bén thin ngya véi chin cta ky si dé€ trén ban dap”

“Tuyét voi!” Vainshtein thét 1én. Ong da ciing mot dong nghiép
viét mot bai bao vé nguon gdc ctia ban dap ngya.!

Basilov giai thich cho ching t6i thé 1¢ hanh chinh: “Chu tich Vién
han lam Khoa hoc Lién X0 la vién si A. P. Alexandrov, con ngudi
chiu trach nhiém chinh thtc vé trién 1am 1a Vién si thong tin A. P.
Kapitsa. Budc dau tién 1a, mot doi tac thich hgp & My viét mot 1a
thu cho vién si Alexandrov — cing m¢t ban copy chinh thtc cho
Kapitsa va mot ban khong chinh thic cho t6i. Ri, khi téi nhan dugc
ban copy ctia minh, t6i cé thé giuc Kapitsa tiép cin Alexandrov’”

T6i nhdy mat véi Glen, cau da kip nam bat dugc y nghia cac tu
ngl ctia Basilov: Nhiing ngudi ban ctia Tuva gio da cé mot diép

vién, nam sau trong Vién han lam Khoa hoc Lién Xo!

1. Trongbaibao “SedloI stremya” (Cai yén gua va cai ban dap) trén Sovetskaya Etnografiya,
v.6, 1984, pp.114-130, Vainshtein va M.V.Kryukov da dua ra cic biang chiing cho thdy
cong dung dau tién cua ban dap - thudng chi thay & bén trai - 1a giup d€ 1én ngya.
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Sau d6 Basilov dé xuit mot so td chiic va ca nhan co thé 1a déi
tac thich hgp véi Vién han lam Khoa hoc Lién X6. “Vién han lam
Khoa hoc Quoéc gia ctia cac anh, tat nhién rdi — hodc c6 thé la thugng
nghi si noi tiéng clia cac anh, Ted Kennedy”

Chung t6i khong hudng ting ca hai dé xuat nay, boi vi chung t6i
khong c6 méi quan hé nao 6 bé Dong.

Basilov ti€p tuc: “Cé mot vién ¢ California — Vién Esalen. Cac
anh c6 nghe vé vién nay khong?”

“Co, chung tdi cé nghe vé vién do”, Glen ndi, gat gu mim cuoi.

T6i dang dinh nhic dén canh tim khoa thian & nhiing h6 nudc
nong tu nhién thi nhé dén mot nhém ngudi ¢ Esalen — mot nhém
on hoa dan dau boéi nha dong sang 1ap Michael Murphey - dang
cO gang cai thién quan hé véi Lién X6. D€ dn ndi tiéng nhat cta ho
1a “cay cau khong gian” no6i lién hai bén bang vé tinh.! Nén t6i ndi,
“Trén thuc té, Gido su Feynman da t6 chtic seminar & d¢”.

Vainshtein cho rang chinh Feynman la d6i tac thich hgp véi vién
si Alexandrov. Glen va t6i tdn thanh nhiét li¢t. Basilov khong viing
tin lam, nhung cling mién cuéng dong y.

Basilov canh bao chung t6i rang Alexandrov dang trong tinh
trang stic khoe khong tot, va rang Feynman nén viét cho 6ng ay
ngay, trudc khi Vién han lam bi mac ket véi viéc chon ngudi ké vi.
baép 101, téi noi rang Tu trudng clia ching t6i dang thuc hién mot
nhiém vu do téng thong giao vé diéu tra tham hoa tau con thoi
Challenger, nhung chac chan la 6ng dy sé danh thdi gian cho nhiing

van dé lién quan dén Tuva.

1. Sau nay, vao nam 1989, Vién Esalen da dua Boris Yelsin t6i My. Trong thdi gian & My,
ong 4y da gap Tong thong Bush va nhiing ngudi diing dau ctia quoc hoi.
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ba dén gio an trua. Nhiing ngudi X6 Viét moi chung t6i banh
mi - dugc mang theo tti Lién X9, chac la viy — cuing v6i mon chdo
diém chat thit ngua dong hop. Glen ngay lap tic tré thanh mot
ngudi dn chay. Chung t6i ¢ gang tong khau phan cta minh xuong
bang mot lugng 16n nudc tra Georgian.

Vao budi chiéu, chung téi cung nhau thao ban nhap btic thu cua
Feynman gti Alexandrov. Basilov goi y mdy cidu dé€ lam cho Vién
han lam Khoa hoc dé chip nhén hon - anh ta goi n¢ 1a “choi giai
di¢u X0 Viét". Glen da thuoc long giai diéu nay, sau khi da thanh
cong trong viéc dua dugc anh ctia chung t6i 1én Tuvinskaya Pravda
bang dung cach viét nhu vay. Khi chung t6i viét xong, btic thu dai
loai 1a nhu thé nay:

Thua ngai Chu tich Alexandrov,

Toi dang viét cho Ngai 14 thu c6 lién quan dén cudc trién lam
gan day ctia Vién han lam Khoa hoc Lién X6 c6 tén la “Trén Con
dudng To lua”. Ciing do su quan tam cua toi t6i mot vung héo lanh
cua Nam Siberia c6 tén 1a Tuva ma t6i da biét vé cudc trién lam nay.

Toi dong tinh v6i y kién ctia Ngai dugc viét trong 16i noéi dau cta
cuon catalog trién lam, rang su tién bd vé vin hoda sé dién ra nhanh
hon béang cach tang tudng trao ddi cac y tudng, va vi vay vai tro ctua
nhiing ngudi du muc Au-A c6 tdim quan trong lich st to 16n. Ciing
chinh vi ly do d¢, t6i hy vong rang cudc trién lam “Trén Con dudng
To lua” c6 thé dén My.

Hai ngudi ban cta t6i, Ralph Leighton va Glen Cowan, nhat thoi
da doéng vai tro nhiing ngudi du muc va da dén Thuy Dién d€ xem
cudc trién lam. (Rat tiéc 1a toi da khong thé di.) O cudc trién lam, ong
Leighton va 6ng Cowan da gap cac chuyén gia X6 Viét. Dugc nghe

vé cac cudc trao ddi cua ho, toi tin rang cudc trién lam cd thé€ dugc

8 - 169



t0 chiic 6 day véi thanh cong ruc rd, n6 sé mang lai cho ngudi dan
My su hi€u biét tot hon vé su da dang ctia cac nén van hoa & Lién X6
cling nhu sy uyén tham cua cac hoc gia X6 Viét trong linh vuc do.
Vi vay, t6i mong mudn cé dugc su tng hd va hgp tac cua Ngai
trong viéc sap xép dé€ trién lam “Trén Con duong To lua” dén dugc
nudc My. Hy vong rang Ngai sé chdp thuan, ong Leighton, 6ng Cowan
va t0i dang lién hé véi cac co sd va bao tang thich hgp & My c6 thé

dang cai cudc trién lam nay.

Chan thanh,

Richard Feynman

Viéc “thuong thao” ctia chiing t6i dién ra tot t6i miic nhiing nguoi
X0 Viét da moi chung t6i téi dung biia tai khach san ctia ho vao toi
hom dé. “Da dén luc dé phia X6 Viét chiéu dai phia My, Basilov
ndi, bang ngdn ngii ngoai giao da dugc tinh toan.

“Phia My han hanh nhan 161", Glen dép lai véi su tinh t€ khong
kém. Ching t6i bat tay va tam biét v4i nhiing nu cudi trén moi.

Trudc khi roi bdo tang chung t6i ré qua chao Axel-Nilsson. Ong
ay hen gap chung t6i tai van phong cua minh vao luc 9 gio sang
ngay hom sau dé€ ban vé cudc trién lam.

Trén dudng quay vé nha Mats, ching tdi rat phan chan. “Chal” toi
noi. “Bay gio chung ta la nhiing nha ngoai giao thuc thu ro6i!” Trudc
cac phong vién bdo chi ngoai giao tudng tugng, t6i ndi, “Nhiing
thuong thao gitia hai phia Lién X6 va My da dién ra trong bau
khong khi htiu nghi va tén trong lan nhau”. Ca hai ching t6i déu
cudi. Chuing téi cam thdy cti nhu la minh da hoan tat nhiing chi tiét

cho mot thoa udc gitia Gorbachev va Reagan.
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Glen mim cudi. “Axel-Nilsson chédc phai ngac nhién vi sao nhiing
ngudi X0 Viét lai lang phi thoi gian cho mét cdp hé dén ti California
— y t6i 13, néu ho mudn mang trién 1am ctia minh dén nudc My, sao
ho khong viét mot biic thu cho Vién han 1am Khoa hoc Quoc gia,
hay Ted Kennedy...”

“Hay Esalen”, t6i noi, va ca hai lai cung cudi.

“C6 thé Vién han 1am Khoa hoc Lién X6 ciing chang khac gi nha
xudt ban Mir hay cdi tiém kem & Thbisili”, t6i n6i. “Néu mot ngudi
X6 Viét muodn diéu gi dd, anh ta sé bi phét 16. Néu mot ngudi nude
ngoai muon diéu gi dé, anh ta dugc phuc vu ngay lap tic”.

“Day la thiét thoi ctia nhiing ngudi X6 Viét va loi thé cua ching
ta’, Glen dap 16i. “Bd ba lang ti dang muon dén Tuva lai thuong
lugng cac moi quan hé van hoéa gitia hai cuong quoc”,

“Tu trudng sé thich chuyén nay lam day!” t6i thot 1én. “Gido su
vat ly sap trd thanh mdt nhan vét quan trong trong gidi trién lam

quoc te!”
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Bon he hoy
nhong ke luno dao

Sau vai gio nghi ngoi 6 nha Mats, ching t6i di
bo t6i khach san Three Crowns d€ cing dung biia t6i
v6i nhiing ngudi X6 Viét. Chung t6i t6i phong ctia
Vainshtein, r6i 6ng dua ching tdi di loanh quanh dé
tim nhiing ngudi X6 Viét khac.

Khach san dudng nhu khong cé khach, trit bon
nguoi Xo Viét. Chung t6i biét rang bay gi¢ khong dung
mua du lich cao diém & Goteborg, nhung tinh canh
con té hon ca mua vang khach - hoan toan bat dong.
“Phia X6 Viét” — Basilov, Vainstein, Kurylov, va Lamin
— dua chung tdi vao mot phong an c6 quanh.

Ngudi phuc vu ban chao chung t6i mét cach nha
nhdn “Dobryu vyecher”, nhung khong mang theo
menu. Basilov khong cam thay khé chiu; anh ta 16i ra
sau phiéu an va trao chung cho ngudi phuc vu. Lamin
16i tli 4o khodc ra mot chai vodka nho, va ngudi phuc
vu dat 1én ban nhiing cai cdc x0c xéch.

=
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Lat sau ngudi phuc vu quay lai mang theo mon dn cho ching t6i,
ga va com thap cdm. Tat ca cac dia déu nhu nhau.

Trong biia t6i chung toi ndi vé cudc song 6 nudc My va & Lién
X0. Basilov mo6 ta thu vién Lenin & Moscow, thu vién 16n nhét cta
Lién X06. “Khong ai dugc vao kho sach. Mot khi cudn sach da dugc
dua cho anh, anh khong dugc mang né vé nha - anh phdi xem né
ngay tai thu vién”.

“Thé thi cling giong thu vién Qudc hoéi cua ching t6i, toi ndi.
“Tri viéc la sau d6 anh c6 th€ mugn cudn sach thong qua thu vién

dia phuong anh theo cach thtc trao déi sach gitia cac thu vién”

Glen mo ta thu vién nghién ctiu Doe & Berkeley, mot trong nhiing
thu vién 16n nhat trén thé gidi. “Cac gido su va sinh vién sau dai hoc
dugc vao kho sich; sinh vién dai hoc va cong chiing ndi chung thi
phai dién phiéu yéu cau. Sinh vién va cac giang vién dai hoc c6 thé
muon sach trong vai tuan, tham chi vai thang, nhung cong chung
noéi chung thi khong - ho phai doc sach trong thu vién”

“Liéu nhu thé c6 dan dén chuyén mét trang khong?” Basilov hoi.

To6i khong hiéu. Glen hiéu va néi, “O chd chiing téi chuyén 4y chi
xdy ra ¢ cac tram dién thoai cong cong - thudng thi nhiing trang
vé nha nghi hay nha hang la hay bi mat. Con & hau hét cac thu vién
déu c6 may copy néu anh can copy gi do”

To6i da doc dugc rang may copy gan nhu khong ton tai & Lién Xo:
giGi cAm quyén sg rang nhiing tu tudng doc l4p — nhiing tu tudng
chong doi - c6 thé sé dugc lan truyén rong rai néu may copy dugc
dung pho bién.

“Van dé ctia chung téi nghiém trong hon”, Basilov noi. “Toi la
moét hoc gid. Toi phdi lam cdc nghién ctiu cta minh. Nhung khi
cuoi cung t6i dugc phép doc mdt cudén sach quan trong thi toi lai
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phat hién ra 1a, mot s6 trang cot yéu da bi xé mat béi may tén khon
nao dé, nhiing ké qua ludi da khong chiu ghi lai thong tin cho ban
than” Khuon mit ctia Basilov khé cing thang. “Nhiing ké t¢i pham
nhu thé dang bi cac tht thu quat cho mot tran trudc cong chung!”

Cudi cung thi cau chuyén cling quay vé Tuva. Glen giai thich dé
Lamin va Kurylov hiéu rang, chung t6i da c6 gang nhu thé nao trong
thoi gian dai d€ tim cach dén Kyzyl. Vainshtein khong ndi gi vé viéc
vi sao Vién Dan toc hoc & Moscow khong thé sap xép chuyén di
cta chung tdi. Basilov, cling im ldng mot cach khong binh thudng,
ngon hét sudt an ctia minh nhu mot cai may xuc.

Khi cuéi cung ching tdi cling bat kip anh ta, Basilov hoi Glen
va toi rang ching t6i cé thich mén dn khong.

“Han roi”, ching toi tra 1oi.

“Vay thi chung ta hay thudng thic niém vui nay mot lan nia”.
Basilov ndi, trong khi anh ta 16i ra tli 4o khodc ctia minh sau phiéu dn
ndia. Ngudi phuc vu néi rang dau bép da nidu com chi dt cho sau suét,
nén ching t6i sé phai dgi thém 20 phut. Theo chudn muc X6 Viét thi
nhu thé 1a nhanh - chi hai 14n khoang thoi gian dé mét ngudi phuc
vu binh thudng di dén ban ctia ban va néi rang cai ban nay tam nghi.

Trong khi chung t6i dgi biia t6i s6 hai, thi Lamin, thudng rat it
ndi, gidi thich cho t6i diéu gi d6 bang tiéng Nga. Glen dich: “Lamin
ndi, anh dy c6 thé moi mot trong hai ching ta téi Novosibirsk - hoac
la ca hai, néu chung ta cudi nhau (ha, ha) - va tii d6 anh 4y c6 thé
thu xép mot chuyén di Tuva”

To6i nhd Glen noéi v6i Lamin, “Loi moi ctia anh that quy gia,
nhung giéng nhu Ba chang Linh Ngu lam - anh biét day, ‘moi ngudi
vi mot ngudi, va mot ngudi vi moi nguoi’ - Gido su Feynman, Glen

va toi da quyét dinh la sé cung nhau dén Tuva”
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Sau biia toi thu hai, nhiing ngudi X6 Viét moi chung toi 1én tang
trén dung tra. Lamin ¢&i bo bo canh ctia minh, thay bang chiéc 4o
phong trang va quin Levis da son. Chung t6i gdp nhau & phong ctia
Basilov, c6 1€ 1a phong rdng nhat.

Trong khi Kurylov chudn bi tra, Basilov ké cho chung t6i nghe
may “chuyén cudi Georgia”. Nhiing chuyén cudi dan gian nay, thay vi
ché bai cai dich nham t6i cia minh, ching lai dugc ké véi sy ngudng
mo va them muodn. R6 13, dan 6ng Georgia c6 tiéng vé ky ngh¢ tinh
duc - nhat la so v6i dan 6ng Nga. (Phu nit Nga trong nhiing ky nghi
theo co quan 6 khu nghi mat Riviera Do thudng thich phiéu luu
tinh duc véi dan 6ng Georgia & dia phuong. Con khi nhiing ngudi
dan ong Georgia dén nhiing dia du khac cta Lién X6 dé€ lao dong
he, thi nhiing phu ni dia phuong da chan véi cudc song té nhat va
dang tim ki€ém mot thoi gian vui vé sé san sang hién minh cho cac
vi khach hung diing.)

Mot chuyén téu Georgia dién hinh: mot phu ni tré dep dén tu
Phap, xudng mdy bay trong mot chuyén tham Georgia. C6 khong
th€ tron tranh mot hang dai nhiing ngudi dan 6ng Georgia dang
nhin minh mot cach thém mudén, nén c6 4y nhin vao mdt trong so6
ho va héi mot cach vo tu bang tiéng Phap, “Parlez-vous francais?”
(Anh c6 ndi ti€ng Phap khong?)

“T4t nhién 13 t6i muén réi!” ngudi dan o6ng noi bang tiéng ban
dia ctia minh, trudc sy c6 v clia nhiing nguoi dan 6ng ciing xu sé.

B&i vi quan hé ctia chung t6i da dat dén muc dd cao cula tin
tudng 1an nhau, t6i ké véi Basilov vé Esalen — nhiing viing boi nudc
noéng, cac ban massage, nhiing con duong khac nhau dén véi sy
khai sang ma moi ngudi & dé dang tim kiém. To6i ndi, “Moi ngudi
trd tién dé€ dugc nghe vé nhiing thu nhu la cha thuyét Shaman -
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khong phai nhu mot gidao ly, ma nhu mot hé dtic tin cé thé lam ho
hét 6m dau hay thoat khoéi nhiing can bénh tinh than ctia minh.
Thuc ra, anh c6 thé t6 chlic m6t seminar & Esalen, ké nhiing cau
chuyén vé céch thiic cdc Shaman chita bénh & Trung A. Toi c4 ring
sé c6 nhiéu phu nt (va dan 6ng) theo anh dén ndi anh chang biét
phai lam gi!”

Basilov dap 16i, “Cé 1€, trong xa hoéi hién dai, noi cac nguodn stic
manh va quyén luc thong thudng dang suy tan, con ngudi quay sang
nhiing truyén thong nguyén thiy hon d€ ctiu roi linh hon”,

Toi cudi. “Anh noi dung do!”

“Mot vai nam trude toi dugec maoi téi Vién Esalen”, Basilov noi
mot cach nuoi ti€c, “nhung ai dé da ngang dudng toi va ngin can
toi chdp nhan 161 ma&i nay. That dang tiéc!”

Toi dap 161, “Néu cudc trién 1am dugc td chiic & Los Angeles, t6i
sé tim cach dé€ anh téi thiam noi do”.

bém da vé khuya, Glen va t6i chic nhiing ngudi X6 Viét nga
ngon roi di bd vé nha Mats dudi bau troi day sao. Khi ching toi
chudn bi 1én giudng, Glen nhac vé cudc gip saing hom sau véi Axel-
Nilsson: “Chung ta sé hdi ong ay cai gi?”

“Toi khong biét”, toi tra 16i. “Bay gio to6i qua mét dé€ suy nghi vé
bat ky diéu gi. C6 thé€ mot diéu gi do sé dén vdi t6i trong gidc nglt”.

Ct nhu chi viia méi nam xudng dugc mot gio, dong hoé bao thiic
cua t6i da rung chudng. Bén ngoai tréi van con téi den nhu muc,
nhung da 1a 8 gid sang. Chung t6i v)i vang dn mot it banh mi cung
phomat réi di ra bén tau dién trong chang vang binh minh. Khi
chung tdi di vao trung tam thanh pho, Glen hoéi xem t6i da nghi
dugc diéu gi d€ hai Axel-Nilsson chua.
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“Van chua’, toi tra 1oi. “Toi nghi, ky vong tot nhét ctia ching ta
1a cti d€ o6ng 4y noi va nhu vay dng ay sé tra 16i nhiing cau hoi ctia
chinh minh”.

“Toi thuc su rat lo 1ang”, Glen ndi. “Chung ta gan nhu da 16 dién
1 hai thang hé dén ti California nhu Axel-Nilsson van tling nght”.

“Toi hiéu y cau’, toi dap 16i. “Toi cam thay moi chuyén cling sap
sang to. Luc nay day dau 6c to6i trong rong — may hom viia qua cang
thang qué!”

Chung t6i t6i vién bao tang ngay trudc 9 gid sang. Axel-Nilsson
moi ching t6i vao van phong ctia 6ng. “Cac vi c6 mudn diung ca
phé khong?” 6ng ay hoi.

Chung t6i ndi vai cau chuyén nhd. Axel-Nilsson nédi rang 6ng ay
kinh phuc hai ngudi California c6 du ding khi - c6 1€ la do thiéu
nhiing giéi han vé tang 16p xa hoi - da lam viéc v6i nhiing ngudi Xo
Viét ma khong c6 su gi6i thiéu day da. Khi xem trién lam & Phan Lan,
ong da dugc mot ngudi Phan Lan c6 cac mdi quan hé rong rai véi
Vién han lam Khoa hoc Lién X6, gidi thiéu véi nhiing ngudi Xo Viét.

Ro&i nét mit Axel-Nilsson dot nhién tré nén nghiém nghi. Ong
gili dang vé quan trong, nhin bang mot mat, hoi nhoai nguoi vé
phia tridc. Ong noéi, “Diéu ddu tién cdc anh nén biét vé trién 1am
nay la nhiing c6 vat & day vo cung ddc biét. Chang han, chiéc quan
di ngua Hunnic khai quit dugc & Moéng C6 da gan hai ngan nam
tudi. Chung vo cing méng manh. Néu chung t6i cé nhiing thi nhu
vay 6 Thuy Dién, ching t6i sé chang bao gid cho ching ra khai bién
giéi nudc minh!”

Trudc khi chiung t6i kip hiéu ra thi Axel-Nilsson da ké lai ai la
dau moéi lién lac cia 6ng & Phan Lan va & Lién X0, trong phai doan
X6 Viét ai thich uong rugu va thich loai rugu nao, nghi dinh thu
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da dugc thuong thao nhu thé nao, muc bao hiém cua trién lam la
bao nhiéu, né dugc dong goéi & Leningrad va dugc chuyén bang xe
tai qua Phan Lan vao Thuy Dién nhu thé nao, phai tra cho céc vi
khach X6 Viét bao nhiéu tién modt ngay, 6ng dy phai dua phi€u an
cho nhiing ngudi X6 Viét vi lo lang cho stic khoe ctia ho (nhiing
ngudi X6 Viét thuong tiét kiém tliing dong 1é d€ mua d6 dac mang
v€), va van van, va van van, va van van - ong ay trinh bay cong viéc
trién lam mot cach chi tiét trong vong hai tiéng dong ho!

Cudi cung, Axel-Nilsson c6 mét cau hdi cho chung t6i: “Vi sao
cac anh lam viéc nay?”

Toi chang nghi dugc diéu gi khic ngoai viéc néi v6i dng dy su
that — sy dam mé Tuva cta chung t6i, Feynman da trao déi thu véi
Vainshtein nhu thé nao, va Glen va t6i da biét vé cudc trién lam &
can ho ctia Vainshtein ra sao. “Béy gi¢ day, ké hoach cua ching t6i la
tim mot bao tang & My diing ra t6 chuc trién lam. Sau d6 chung toi
sé dén thdm Tuva nhu nhiing thanh vién cua bao tang do¢’, toi ndi.

“Diéu do that thu vi’, Axel-Nilsson déap 16i. “Dam mé cua toi la
cac ki€u chti. Mot trong nhiing bo suu tap Gothic tuyét nhat la &
day, tai Thuy Dién, béi vi hau nhu toan bd kiéu Gothic & Dtc da bi
phd huy trong chién tranh. Nhung Vién Smithsonian con cé mat
bd suu tap tot hon niia — mot trong nhiing bo tuyét voi nhat thé
gidi. Thuc ra, toi sé bi€t on néu cac anh cé thé gidi thiéu tén tdi véi
nguoi quan ly nhiing b suu tap ki€u chii ay khi cac anh néi chuyén
v6i Vién Smithsonian vé€ viéc mang trién lam sang d¢”

Toi rang gitt mot vé mat nghiém trang khi tudng tugng niém
vui thich ctia Richard vé cai vién canh, hai tén hé tu California
dang lo liéu cho vi giam doc bao tang Thuy Dién mot 16i vao Vién

Smithsonian.
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Khi téi gio dn trua, ching t6i di by sang mot nha hang gan dé
qua lan gié lanh lanh nhung théat dé chiu, va tiép tuc chuyén tro.
Chuyén sang nhiing chuyén riéng tu: Axel-Nilsson da dugc ct téi
dé chay chiia cho cai Béo tang Lich st Goteborg 6m yéu nay; cudc
trién 1am nhdam muc dich nang cao sy quan tam cta cong chung
cing nhu tién d4u tu ctia chinh pha. Ong tAm sy vé nhiing vin
dé suc khoe (dau phan lung duéi) cing nhu cudc song gia dinh
hanh phtic ctia minh. Ong mdi ching t6i t6i dung bita t6i cing
nhiing ngudi X6 Viét & can hd cua 6ng vao cudi tuan dé va gap
Vg cung cac con cua Ong.

Khi chung toi quay lai bao tang, Axel-Nilsson da cung cip cho
ching t6i thém nhiéu thong tin. Toi ghi chép lai nhanh nhét cd thé,
nhung toi chang thé suy ngdm gi. T6i cdm th&y minh nhu mét con
tau v tru thu thap hang nui s6 liéu khi bay qua mot hanh tinh -
thong tin sé can dugc phan tich va chuyén hoa sau dé.

Axel-Nilsson da chup cho ching t6i mét ban copy cua nghi dinh
thu gitia Bao tang Lich stt Goteborg va Vién han lam Khoa hoc Lién
X6 dé mang vé Los Angeles. Ong ciing chup tit cd cdc tim danh
thiép ma ong da thu thap dugc trong qua trinh t6 chtic cudc trién
lam, va cudi cung ong dua cho chung t6i ca chuc cudn catalog.
Chting két thuc, ong tham chi da san sang giup ching t6i trao doi
thu ti v6i Moscow qua dudng ngoai giao Thuy Dién.

Luc dy da 1a 4 gi6 chiéu. Chung t6i cdm on Axel-Nilsson vi tat
ca nhiing su giup d& ctia dng va rdi di cung gidy t6 va cac catalog
dung trong nhiing tai nhya dugc lam riéng cho trién lam.

Chung t6i di bd qua trung tam thanh phd trong trang thai bang
hoang, khong biét ndi gi v6i nhau — don gian 1a cé qua nhiéu thong

tin xody cudn trong dau.
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Cudi clung, toi noi, “Nay, Glen: day la mot y nghi la lung, va toi
khong mudn cdu hiéu nhim t6i. Nhung ti tat ca cac chi tiét ma Axel-
Nilsson cho chung ta vé cudc trién lam - thu xép thé nao dé c6 cudc
trién lam, van chuyén no ra sao, va van van — néu nhu chung ta la

'”

nhiing ké Itia déo, ching ta c6 thé thang trong mot vu cudp thé ky

“Toi cling nghi nhu thé”, Glen ndi. “Nhung ching ta cé 1€ khong
biét canh sat siéu tGi mic nao’, (Thuc ra, ching toi ciing chang biét
Bao tang Lich stt Goteborg tot xau ra sao: ho da tién hanh kiém tra
co ban chung t6i roi.)

Khi chung toi vé dén nha Mats, t6i goi dién cho Phoebe Kwan
& Pasadena - Phoebe git da la vg chua cuéi cta toi — dé ké véi co
ay vé tién trién quan trong cta chung toi, va nhd cd 4y chuyén tiép
tin nay cho Ti trudng, ong dang & Washington tham gia Uy ban
Rogers. Toi ciing goi cho Christopher Sykes & London. Sykes da
ting thuc hién mot cudc phong van tuyét voi véi Richard dudi tiéu
dé “Niém vui kham pha”. Cudc phong van nay da dugc trinh chiéu
trén “Nova” vai nam trudc. (Va xuat ban thanh sach, xem ban dich
“Niém vui kham pha” — NXB Tré 2009.) Anh ta biét vé sy dam mé
Tuva ctia chung t6i, va dang cd y dinh lam mdt bo phim vé€ chuyén
nay. “Trién lam rat tuyét voi’, toi noi. “Va chung t6i dang ban ron
thuong thao véi nhiing nguoi X6 Viét va Thuy Dién. Anh nén dén
day va tdn mat ching kién”.

Sykes tra 16i, “That khong may, t6i dang ban ¢ London, nhung
khodng mudi ngay niia tdi s€ dén Los Angeles”.

“Vay thi t6i sé k€ v6i anh moi chuyén & nha Feynman’, t6i dap
161, mdt lan nia lai ma&i khach dén nha nguoi khac.

Chung t6i bat TV va xem bén tin t6i. Cé thong tin tii Washington
D.C. vé vu diéu tra tau con thoi. Phdong vién dang diing trén bac 1én
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xuong phia trudc toa nha Capitol. “Fone upp doh Naazaa ette sjalling
pukoo Richard Feynman ek tunnet...” va dot nhién c6 hinh Tu trudng,
dang cam trong tay mot chi€c kep C nho, gidi thich gi dé. Véi chung
t0i, d6 la phan kem phu trén chiéc banh: rét cudc, chang linh ngy lam
thti ba ctia by ba Tuva da bat ngd xudt hién & Thuy Dién.

Sang hom sau, Phoebe goi lai va ndi rang Tt truéng mudn cd ngay
vai cudn catalog. Co 4y cho t6i s6 dién thoai ctia 6ng & Washington
va ndi rang, hay goi cho dng 4y vao lic 6 gid 30 sang, gi¢ Washington.

O Bao tang, thu ky cta Axel-Nilsson da tim dugc mot dich vu
chuyén gidy t6 quan trong bang dudng hang khong va gti di bon
catalog. Sau d¢, chung t6i dén gdp nhiing ngudi X6 Viét trong cai
“léu tron” 4m khéi cua ho.

Vainshtein muén chiéu cho chung t6i xem cac tdm phim ctia 6ng
vé Tuva. D€ dén dugc gian phong c6 may chiéu, chiing t6i phai di bo
khoang ba muoi giay & bén ngoai, qua mot cai san. Vainshtein boc
minh rat ky - do choang, khan quang, va gang tay. Glen va t6i nghi
raing ba muoi gidy ngoai trdi chang thé giét dugc minh, ngay ca khi
ching t6i chi mac mdi 4o phong. Nhung theo cdi cach Vainshtein
nhidc nhé chung t6i hay qudn minh cho 4m, ching tdi c6 thé thay
rang, chi viéc nhin chung t6i khong théi cling da lam 6ng 4y 6n
lanh r6i. Chung t6i khong hiéu lam thé nao 6ng dy song qua dugc
mua dong & Tuva.

Cac tam phim chiéu ctia Vainshtein qua ban; mot s6 tdm da bat
dau d6i mau. Nhung diéu d6 khong lam mat di noi dung thu vi cta
ching, nhiing tht c6 trén cdc con tem buu dién.

Ngay trudc 12 gid 30 chung tdi ngung chiéu cac tdm phim dé
goi dién cho Richard ti van phong ctia Axel-Nilsson. “Xin chao, Tu

trudng!” t6i ndi. “Washington thé nao?”
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“Cau c6 biét may cai chuyén cudi cta dan tinh vé Washington
ngd ngin nhu thé nao khong? Ma, ngudi ta tham chi con chua bat
dau mo ta no day’”.

Toi cudi. “Tu trudng, Glen va toi thay ong trén truyén hinh Thuy
Dién t6i hom qua. Ong 1a tin ttic chinh truyén di tif Washington
day, ong cd tin dugc khong? That tuyét voi khi dugc nhin thay ong.
Ong dang lam gi v6i céi kep C thé?”

“A, t6i chi ]am mot thi nghiém nhé v6i miéng cao su 1y ti tén
ltia. T6i nhiing cao su vao nudc lanh va chi cho moi nguai thdy rang
nd bi hu khi gép lanh nhu thé nao”. Téi hoi nhén ra rdng, chinh “thi
nghiém nho” ctia Richard da lam cho cugc diéu tra tau con thoi tré
nén cong khai rong rai va cudi cing chuyén Uy ban Roger tif mot
thuc thé ba phai thanh mot hoi dong cac nha diéu tra dang tin céy.

“Tu trudng, c6 mot ngudi § day dang muon noi chuyén véi ong’.
Toéi dua dién thoai cho Vainshtein.

“Grusse Professor Feynman. Wie geht es [hnen?”

Feynman néi diéu gi do dap lai. Vainshtein v6 cung hanh phuc.
Trong khi hai ngudi dan 6ng Do Thai hdi thoai véi nhau, t6i ngac
nhién la Tu trudng cd thé st dung tiéng Dic trong mot cudc hoi
thoai dai nhu vay ma khong hé dugc bao trudc vao lac 6:30 sang.

Khi nhan lai dién thoai t6i ndi, “Nay, Tu trudng, to6i nghe noi
ong muon co vai cuon catalog. Bao tang viia gui cho 6ng bon cuén
bang duong hang khong”

“Rat tot”, Richard noi. “Trong tiy ban c6 moét anh chang tén la
Acheson!. Anh ta cling & trong ban giam doc ctia Smithsonian”.

“Cha, 6ng dung la di thang vao viéc!”

“Dung thé, anh ban!”

1. David Acheson, moét luat su cé tiéng & Washington
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“A, vang: khodng mudi hom niia Chris Sykes sé c6 mt & California”

“Chi can ndi khi nao, réi t6i sé ndi v6i Gy ban rdang toi phai vé
Pasadena vi c6 viéc thuc su quan trong’, Richard néi. “Tuva hay la
V& mong!”

To6i mim cuoi. “Tuva hay 1a V& mong! Chic may man, Tu trudng,
va gio thi tam biét!”

Chung t6i quay lai d€ chiéu n6t cac tdim phim cua Vainshtein.
Tuva diing nhu nhiing gi chung t6i hang mo tudng, va con hon thé
nta. Phai t6i Tuva, chung t6i khong thé dgi hon dugc nia. TAam anh
cuoi cung la ctia Vainshtein va vg 6ng chup & dai ky niém “Trung
tam chau A” & Kyzyl, ba dang gitt mot tdm bién, trén do viét bing
tiéng Nga, “Xin chao, Richard Feynman!”

“Xin hay mang tdm anh nay cho gido su Feynman”, Sevyan ndi.
“Va tdm nay niia”. D6 la mot tdm hinh cta Vainshtein dang cam
cling tdim bién 4y diing bén ngoai mdt cdi 1éu tron.

Glen va to6i cung Sevyan lai di qua san d€ vé cai “léu tron” cua
nhiing ngudi X6 Viét, & day cau chuyén vé Tuva dugc tiép tuc. Trong
khi nhiing ngudi khac udng tra, Vainshtein ndi véi toi bang du (dai
tu xung ho) than mat trong tiéng Duc “Ralph, anh va t6i nén cung
viét mot cuon sach gidi thiéu vé Tuva, ma Glen la ngudi dich”

“Doé la mot y tudng tuyét voi!l” toi dap 1oi. “Feynman c6 thé la
nguoi chup anh” Toéi biét Tu trudng sé hoc chup anh mdt cach bai
ban d€ chudn bi cho chuyén di. C6é nhiéu kinh nghiém vé vé, 6ng
ay von da la mot hoa si diéu luyén.

“Anh can tim mot nha xuat ban & My dé lién hé véi hang ctia chiing
toi, VAAP”, Vainshtein tu van. “Sau d6 VAAP sé lién lac véi t6i va hoi
xem t6i c6 mudn cung anh viét mét cuon sach vé Tuva hay khong. Toi

sé can nhac van dé trong mot vai ngay va roi, tat nhién, sé néi la co”
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ke

Sevyan Vainshtein cung vg va ong Salchak, mét dong nghiép ngudsi Tuva,
glii 101 chao tit dai ky niém Trung tdm Chau A & Tuva, chiéc chén Thénh cta
chung t6i. (Dugc su cho phép ctia Sevyan Vainshtein.)
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“Toi sé c6 gang xem liéu minh c6 thé lam dugc gi”, t6i ndi. “Trudc
mat, ching ta nén cting nhau phac thao cuon sach trong khi t6i con
& day, tai Thuy Dién, nhu thé khi quay vé My t6i c6 thé trinh véi
nha xudt ban mot cai gi do”.

“Ta sé€ lam viéc nay vao sang ngay mai’, Vainshtein dé xuat.

“Tot, toi nay toi sé lam mot dé cuong theo y cua minh”.

Rai toi ndy ra mot y tudng khdc, lién quan téi Christopher Sykes.
“Toi cho 1a cudc trién lam sé tha vi hon néu c¢é tu liéu video di
kem”, tdi no6i. “Chung t6i c6 mot ngudi ban, anh ay lam phim cho
BBC. C6 1€ anh 4y c6 thé di Tuva cung ching ta va quay phim may
diém khao c0”

Basilov tham gia vao cau chuyén va néi. “Tu liéu video nhu vay
sé rat cd ich va thu vi. Nhung t6i c6 mot 161 khuyén nho: nguoi ban
cua anh khong thé tham gia nhu mdt phong vién ctia BBC. Néu
khong thi truyén thong ctia X0 Viét sé can thiép vao, va ho sé ct
nguoi dai dién di kém cac anh 6 moi luc moi noi. Tét nhat la, ban
cua anh sé tham gia nhu moét thanh vién ctia doan bao tang. Theo
cach nay thi Vién han lam Khoa hoc Lién X6 c6 thé giai quyét toan
bd van dé theo dung nghi dinh thu”.

Khi Glen va t6i chuan bi ra vé, t6i cam doan véGi Vainshtein va
Basilov rang ca hai y tudng sé dugc thuc thi ngay lap tdc. “Du sao,
chung t6i da thu nhiéu cach dé dén dugc Tuva - va téi gio tat ca
déu that bai!”

Sang thu Nam, toi dén bdo tang dé€ trao déi v4i Vainshtein vé
dé cuong cta cudn sach trong khi Glen thu gian 6 nha Mats. Cac
dé cuong cua chuing t6i vé Tuva kha giong nhau, nhe ca ngudi.
Piém khac nhau dang ké duy nhit la Vainshtein dé xudt mot 15i

mao dau véi tiéu dé “Hay lam quen vé6i nhau”, trong dé 6ng sé giGi
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thiéu ban than minh va ké vé viéc ong da tré nén quan tam téi
Tuva nhu thé nao: cing nhu Richard, khi con nho Sevyan da thu
thap tem; nhi€u nam vé sau, 6ng cling tu hoi, “Diéu gi da xay ra
v6i Tannu Tuva?” Sau khi hoan thanh viéc hoc chuyén nganh déan
toc hoc (sau mot thoi gian ngan hoc viét ly), Vainshtein c6 mot lua
chon: tré thanh mot con cd nhé trong cdi ao 16n (nhan vién cta
mot bao tang & Moscow hay Kiev), hodc mot con cé 16n trong cai
ao nho (giam d6c clia mot bao tang & Kyzyl). Ong di chon ving
dat cta b suu tap tem thdi tho 4u clia minh d€ bat dau cong viéc
- vung dat viia méi dugc két nap vao nhém cac quoc gia mang
tén Lién bang X0 Viét.

Tat nhién, bat ky nha xudt ban tiém nang nao cua mot cuon
sach giéi thiéu vé Tuva cling s€ muon nhin thay cac blc anh, va 6
Goteborg - qué huong ctia nhiing chiéc may anh Hasselblad - c6
du co hoi dé copy nhiing tdim phim chiéu quyén ri ctia Vainshtein.
Nhung t6i da khong hé nghi dén viéc do.

Chung t6i khong kip két thuc viéc xem xét dé cuong cudn sach
trude khi Vainshtein budc phai xin 161 dé tham gia biia an trua va
chuyén khdam pha trung tam thuong mai do héi dong thanh pho
dia phuong t6 chuc cho nhiing ngudi X6 Viét. Ong moi t6i quay
lai Bao tang luc 6 gio chiéu, nhu thé chung t6i c6 thé cung t6i du
biia t6i ma Axel-Nilsson danh dé dai “cac vi khach X6 Viét va phai
doan My~ tai nha minh.

Tiéc la, Glen khong thé tham du budi t6i hom dé & nha Axel-
Nilsson (dé 1a t6i duy nhat ma c6 em ho xinh dep — ho hang xa - c6
thé mai cdu 4y dn t6i), nén t6i da di mot minh t6i Bao tang vao gio
hen d€ gap nhiing ngudi X6 Viét. Toi an mac kha nhe nhang (quan
mot 16p, tat mot 16p, va mot doi giay da héi khong viia chin lam),
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nghi rang chung t6i sé di taxi hodc tau dién t6i nha Axel-Nilsson. Vi
thé toi da ngac nhién khi thdy Basilov ldy ra mot tdm ban do thanh
phd va dan chung t6i trong gan mot tiéng dong ho qua nhiing con phd
hep ctia trung tam Goteborg — luon nghe thay tiéng tau dién thanh
pho gan dau do, ma vé tau thi qua ré t6i muc toéi da dé nghi dugc
trd cho moi ngudi. Thu trudng ctia “Phai doan X6 Viét” tii chdi mot
cach khéo 1éo, nhac t6i nhiing lgi ich vé mat stic khde ctia viéc di bo.

Khi chung t6i dén nha Axel-Nilsson, Christian gi6i thiéu chting toi
vGi vg ong, Helene, va hai con con nhé cua ho, Basilov rat yéu quy va
choi v6i cac chau mot cach au yém. Trudc khi chung t6i dung bia,
Vainshtein ké lai mdt trong nhiing giai thoai cia Hoja Nasr Ad-Din
Avanti, mot ngudi dan 6ng thong thai Trung A thoi trung cd: “Mot
ngudi dan 6ng ngheo, di qua mot quan an dang ndu com thap cdm
v6i du cac gia vi, nhung chi cé du tién d€ an banh mi. D€ Tam phong
pht’ thém cho b{ia an cia minh 6ng ding & ctia quan an, can cai
banh mi cia minh, va hit huong vi thom ngon ctia com thap cdm”,

“Toi da nghe mot cau chuyén tuong tu do vg chua cudi cua toi
k&, t6i noi. “Mdt ngudi dan dng ngheo & Trung Qudc chi cé du tién
dé€ an com khong; dé€ lam phong phd’ thém cho biia dn cta minh
ong 4y hit cai mui dé chiu bay ra tti nha bép”.

“Do la cing mot cau chuyén”. Vainshtein ti€p 16i. “Nguoi chu
tham lam mang ngudi dan dng ngheo dén trudc mot gido si hoi
gido va doi ngudi dan 6ng nay phai tra tién cho ‘dich vu’ lam phong
pht thém biia an ctia minh. Gido si phan rang ngudi dan 6ng nghéo
phai trd - bang am thanh cta cac dong xu va vao nhau xtung xéng’”.

Cau chuyén nay la mdét vi du hoan hao vé cach thiic Con dudng
To lua chuyén ché khong chi hang hda, ma ca tu tudng va van hoa.
Vainshtein nhdn xét, “Vay la, Con duong To lya da kéo dai t6i My
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“TUl cd hai dau”, t6i phu thém, luu y rang t6i dd nghe mdt phién
ban cua cau chuyén qua dudng Trung Qudc, va phién ban kia qua
duong chau Au.

ba t6i gio an tdi. Chung t6i ngdi quanh cai ban trong can bép am
cung ctua Axel-Nilsson. Trong khi nhiing ngudi Moscow va ngudi My
chi nh4p nhe nhiing cai c6¢c ctia minh d€ ton trong sang kién mdi
day ctia Mikhail Gorbachev nham kiém soat tinh trang nghién rugu,
thi nguoi Siberia va nguoi Thuy Dién udng vodka cua ho theo phong
cach c6 truyén: ho can chén. Lan nang cdc 4n tugng nhét la cta chinh
Axel-Nilsson. Ong ning c6c vi Philip Johan von Strahlenberg, mot
nguoi Thuy Dién da bi Peter Dai D¢ déy di Siberia vao dau thé ky 18.
Strahlenberg da hanh xt t6t nhét c6 thé trong hoan canh khéng may
man ctia minh bang cach nghién ctiu khao ¢ hoc cia mién nam Siberia.
Ong da phét hién ra nhiing ky ti cham khic ggi ong nhé t6i nhiing chit
run Nordic ctia Scandinavia. “Vi Strahlenberg - va vi sé khong con tu
chinh tri niia!” Axel-Nilsson tuyén bé mot cach cuong quyét.

Nhiing ngudi X6 Viét ldng 1é nang c6¢c mot cach ton trong.

Sau biia t0i, chuing tdi tan sang mdt phong khach nhé véi nhiéu
sach va c6 vat. Khi da kha mudn, Axel-Nilsson khong dam lai xe
dua chung t6i vé - & Thuy Dién luat cdm lai xe sau khi uong rugu
rat nghiém - nén 6ng da goi taxi. Khong c6 xe nao téi dugc trong
vong it nhat mot gio. (Ho dang ban dua cac ga say rugu khac vé
nha.) Tau dién da ngting hoat dong vao ntia dém, nén nhiing sy lua
chon con lai chi Ia cho hoac 1a...

Basilov khing khang rang “Phai doan X6 Viét” thich dugc di bd
ba dam vé khdach san ctia ho: dém d6 kha am theo chuian muc cua
ngudi Nga - khoang 25°(F). Du an mac hgp v6i 25°C hon la 25°F,
toi van cd la “Phai doan My”, nén t6i khong thé yéu dudi dugc.
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Chung tdi cuoc b hét quang duong téi khach san Three Crowns
mit chua ddy mot gid. Doi chan lanh cong ctia toi da chang con nhé
gi dén doi giay khong viia lam. Toi chay loc coc thém mot ddm nita
t6i nha Mats, dén noi t6i viii minh vao giudng va ¢ gang lam am
hai ban tay lanh cong gitia hai dau g6i 4m uét ctia minh.

Thu Sau la ngay cu6i cung ctia ching t6i & Goteborg. Vao cuodi
budi sang, t6i cung Vainshtein hoan tat viéc xem lai toan by dé cuong
cta cudn sach vé Tuva. Sau do tdi di dn trua cung Glen, va budi
chiéu chung toi di xem Bao tang Lich sti Géteborg lan cudi. Basilov
lat dat chay quanh, dan nhiing t& chu thich dugc in v¢i vang vao
sat ngay canh cac hdp bao tang. “Cong chung Thuy Dién rat thich
budi trién lam nay nén ho héi suét’, anh ta ndi.

Chung tdi tat vao chd Axel-Nilsson va cam on ong vé tat ca
su giup d6. Ong 4y htda sé gii cho ching t6i anh clia cac hop
bao tang, cho thay cach sap xép ctia nhiing hién vat & bén trong.
Chung t6i ré qua cai “léu tron” ctia nhiing ngudi X6 Viét dé chao
tam bi¢t Lamin, Kurylov va Vainshtein, 6ng ay moét lan ntia gui
161 hoi tham t6i Feynman.

Chung to6i di tau hdéa quay lai Bochum, ¢ day chung t6i bdo cdo
cac két qua “thuong thao” ctia minh véi Alan va Linda. Ngay thti Ba,
Glen va t6i kham phd Bruge, va thi Tu chiing t6i bay vé San Francisco
trén chuyén bay 99 dola. Mt sy tring hgp ngau nhién, cing hom dé
Tu trudng ciing tii Washington quay vé nha dé nghi ngoi.

Chris Sykes da c6 mat trong thanh pho. Hai hom sau anh 4y va
toi t6i nha Feynman dung bta t6i. Trong khi dung bita, Tu trudng
ké dai dai vé nhiing trai nghiém ctia 6ng véi tu cach mot ay vién
ctia Uy ban diéu tra. Ong k€ lai ring, 6ng da & lai Florida thém
vai ngay dé€ noi chuyén véi cac ky su nhu thé nao - cho du Chu
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tich Rogers khong dong y - chi dé bao vé ngai Chu tich trong
buoi diéu tran 6 Thugng vién. “Thugng nghi si Hollings dang lam
khé 6ng Rogers vé uiy ban cta 6ng ay. Thuong nghi si ndi, ‘Cai
dd ctia cac ty ban thudc quyén tong thdng la, ho xem xét cai ma
ho dugc cung cdp, va ho khong xem phia sau ctia n6 ... Tu kinh
nghiém ban thén, téi muon la, bén hodc nam tham ti hay xudng
Canaveral, di loanh quanh néi chuyén véi moi ngudi, dn trua véi
ho. Cdc ngai sé ngac nhién v€ nhiing diéu phat hién ra khi cdc
ngai dn ¢ may nha hang quanh dé trong vong hai hay ba tuan 1é.
Cac ngai khong thé chi ngo6i va doc nhiing gi ngudi ta dua cho””
Tu trudng tiép tuc, “Ong Rogers da c6 co s§ dé noi, “Thyc ra, mot
trong nhiing ty vién cta chung t6i hom nay ddy dang & Canaveral,
lam dung nhiing viéc do!™

Sau biia t0i tdi k€ lai nhiing diém chinh trong chuyén di cua
ching t6i t6i Thuy Dién va dua cho moi ngudi xem biic thu, dugc
thao bédi ca hai bén “X06 Viét va My~ 6 Goteborg, ma Richard sé gui
cho Vién si Alexandrov.

“Dugc day”, Tu trudng noi. “Toi sé mang buic thu téi Caltech dé
thu ky danh may va gti di ngay”.

Sau do tdi lay ra la thu ma t6i da thao dé gtii dén nhiing bao
tang cht nha tiém nang. Ca Sykes va Tu trudng déu cho rang, 14 thu
mang phong cach qua bi¢n gidi. “Cau la mot chuyén gia, anh ban!”
Richard néi. “Céu biét vé cudc trién lam 4y hon bat ky ai ¢ dat nude
nay: cau biét tit ca nhiing ngudi lién quan, lam thé nao dé t6 chtic
dugc nd, ton bao nhiéu tién; cau phai ty tin hon. Cau nén viét lai
hoan toan 1a thu nay”.

Chung t6i dé ra cac diém ndi dung cho la thu méi cua téi, va

roi ban xem trudc tién nén ti€p can nhiing bao tang nao. “Vi toi
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mdi quen biét 6ng Acheson, c6 chan trong ban Gidam déc cta vién
Smithsonian, t6i sé lo vu d¢”, Tu truéng noi.

“Toi sé bt ddu ngay & day tai Pasadena, vdi bdo taing Chau A
Thai Binh Duong’, toi dap 10i.

Sau mot vai ngay diéu tra qua dién thoai, toi biét dugc ring bao
tang chau A Thai Binh Duong khong c6 tién cho moét trién 1am
nhiéu tham vong nhu vay. Tiép theo trong danh sach cta t6i la Bao
tang Nghé thuat hat Los Angeles.

“Day c6 phai la loai tac phdm nghé thuat c6 thé treo 1én tudng
khong?” ngudi dan 6ng hoi.

“Khong, day la hién vat”

“Chung t6i hiém khi lam trién lam kiéu d¢”, ong ay néi. “Bao
tang Lich st Ty nhién cé 1€ sé phu hgp hon™

Toi goi cho Bao tang Lich st Tu Nhién va cuodi cung cling thanh
cong trong viéc dat mot cudc hen vao tuan dau ctia thang Ba.

Vao ngay cudi cung cua thang Hai, Thuy Dién dot nhién xuit
hién trong ban tin: Thu tuéng Olaf Palme, r6i nha hat cung véi
vg va di bd trén pho nhu mdt ngudi dan thudng, khong cé canh
vé, da bi giét bdi mdt tay sung va han da bién mét vao dém toi.
Mic du Glen va t6i da trai nghiém nhiéu diéu thua vi & Goteborg,
chung t6i cling da thu hudng cam giac yén binh va tu tai cta mot
dat nudc Bic Au trung lap. Vu sat hai tha tuéng Palme lam toi
nhé téi ngay 22 thaing Mudi mot nam 1963": trong mot tich tac,

mot dat nudc mat di sy trong trang cia minh.

1. Ngay John Kennedy, tong thong thii 35 ctia My, bi am sat - ND
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Vao ngay 5 thang Ba, t6i di dén Bdo tang Lich sti Tu nhién va
gap tién TS. Peter Keller, pho gidm doc vé cac chuong trinh Cong
dong va Jim Olson, truéng ban Trién 1am. Khi ho 14t xem tling trang
cuon catalog Thuy Dién, t6i dinh giai thich, vi sao cu6n catalog nay
chua thuc su thé hién dugc gia tri l6n lao cua trién lam - nhung
roi toi kip diing lai: DUNG BIEN GIAI! THE HIEN SU TU TIN!

TS. Keller hoi vé 1é phi tham gia trién lam.

Toi chua bao gio nghe vé diéu nay, ma chi doan chting do la gi
thoi. “Khong mat phi’, t6i binh than noi.

“Khong? Y anh la trién lam nay mién phi?” TS. Keller hoi mot
cach hoai nghi.

Toi mé tap ho so cia minh. “Day la ban copy cua nghi dinh thu
gitia Lién X0 va Thuy Dién. Cac anh phai tra cho cac chuyén gia X6
Viét tinh theo ngay, nhung cac anh khong phai tra gi truc ti€p cho
cac bao tang hodc cho Vién han lam Khoa hoc”.

Keller va Olson chua bao gi¢ nghe thay mot cach t6 chtc nhu
vay — nhung diéu dé khong lam ho boi roi.

“Thé, phi trd cho cong moi ldi cua anh la bao nhiéu?” TS.
Keller hoi.

Toi cling chua bao gid nghe vé phi moi 1ai, ma chi doan do6 la gi
thoi. “Khong chut nao’, t6i n6i mot cach tu nhién.

“Vay thi anh dugc gi trong vu nay?” Olson hoi. “Vi sao anh lai
lam viéc nay?”

Toi da c6 gang ké van tat nhat c6 thé vé cau chuyén Tuva.

“Toi hiéu mot cach chinh xac cau chuyén cua anh’, Olson ndi.

“Chuyén cua t6i la Madagascar™
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TS. Keller hoi, “Tuva cach vung nui Altai bao xa?”

“Tuva ¢ cach mdt day nui ntia vé phia dong’, t6i ndi.

“Mot trong nhiing U6c mo cta toi 1a dén dugc Altai”, TS. Keller
ndi, 6ng cd bang tién si vé Dia ly.

Toi dang & gitia nhiing ngudi ban.

Keller ndi, “Toi sé lo viéc nay v6i giam doc ctia ching t6i. Chac
la sé khong c6 van dé gi”. Chung to6i bat tay nhau.

Khi r6i bao tang, t6i ty nha: “Minh khong thé tin dugc - that
qua dé dang!” Toi hat tham mét giai diéu quen thudc nhung véi ca

tu khac. “Tannu Tuva, ching t6i téi day!”
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Hiep uac Keller

Giam doc Bao tang Lich st Tu nhién, TS. Craig

Black, da phé duyét ngay. ] D
Trong dip dd, sao choi Halley dang xudt hién &

goc quan sat cua ching ta trong hé mat trdi, nén toi

va Phoebe di Nam My dé xem nd. Bao chi Brazil goi

sao ch6i mo mo véi cai dudi trai rong la “uma farca”

Toi dong y 1a, vao thang Hai, tdm nhin ti nhiing ngon

nui dia phuong va cac sa mac gan Los Angeles t6t hon

rat nhiéu. Nhung, bau tr6i dém & Nam Ban cau that

16ng 13y, nhat la nhiing ddam méiy Magellan (cac thién

ha dong hanh véi thién ha cta chung ta, Ngan Ha).

Nam tudn sau, ngay sau khi Ronald Reagan ra 1énh

ném bom Lybia dé€ tra dtia cho vu tdn céng do Syri

ding ddng sau tai mot quan bar & Berlin, chiung t6i

quay lai Los Angeles gitia lic an ninh hang khong that

chat hét stic nghiém ngit.
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Chua c6 cau tra 161 ctia Vién han lam Khoa hoc Lién X6 cho btic
thu ctia Tu trudng, gui tli sdu tudn trudc. Toi trao dbi chuyén nay
v6i Glen, cau dy tran an to6i rang, viéc nhiing nguoi X6 Viét khong
trd 10i thu chang c6 gi ddng ngac nhién ca (!). Sau d6 t6i goi dién
cho Bdo tang Lich st Ty nhién va dé nghi TS. Black ciing gui thu
cho Alexandrov va Kapitsa, phong trudng hop cac vi nay cho riang
Richard Feynman khong phai la doi tac phu hop véi ho. Toi ciing
thuc thi ké hoach do Vainshtein dua ra & Thuy Dién, va thuyét phuc
W.W. Norton gtii mét biic dién cho VAAP dé xuit mot cudn sach
gi6i thiéu vé Tuva.

Vao cuo6i thang Tu va dau thang Nam, mot dam may bi hiém da
lam cho toan bo cac méy dém Geiger! trén khip chau Au bat rung
lén. Tré em & Ba Lan dugc phat i6t. Hang loat tuan 16c 6 Lapland
chét sau khi an phai réu ddm mua phong xa. Ca thé gigi biét tén mot
ngoi lang nho ctia Ukraine gan bién gidi Byelorussia: Chernobyl. Véi
mot tham hoa nhu vay dang xdy ra ¢ Lién X0, co hoi nhan dugc thu
tra 16i ti Vién han lam Khoa hoc qua that la rat thap.

Nhung Bao tang Lich sti Ty nhién ¢ mot con at chu bai du tr:
Sylvan Marshall, mot luat su rat néi tiéng & Washington D.C., ngudi
dai dién cho Lién X0 & cac toa an My. Marshall da trao déi véi dai
st ddc ménh toan quyén cua Lién X0 v€ su quan tam cua Bdo tang
t6i cudc trién lam. Ong da nho dugc nhitng ngudi ban & dai st quén
Lién X6 chuyén btic thu cta TS. Black téi Vién Han lam Khoa hoc
bang dudng ngoai giao.

Richard két thic cong viéc ctia minh & Uy ban Rogers vao théng

Sau. Ong trong mét moi va hoc hac. Héa ra, 6ng da phai chiu rat

1. Mot loai may do cuong do phong xa - ND
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nhiéu ap luc yéu cau phai chap nhan “dé xuat thi muoi’, da dugc bia
ra sau khi hdi dong hoan phién hop chinh thtc cudéi cung. Feynman
tu choi bi thuc ép va tu choi ky vao ban bao cdo cho dén khi dé xuat
ay bi loai bo. ﬁy ban Rogers dugc khen nggi tii nhiéu phia vi su
trung thuc ctua no va vi da dat ra chudn muc méi cho cac hoi dong
cua tong thong. Mot 1an niia Richard lai thanh cong trong viéc lam
cho Rogers dudng nhu rat dugc, mac du 6ng da lam trai véi y muon
cta ngai Chu tich. Richard, ngudi hung thuc sy ctia cong chung,
gio day mudn quay vé€ cudc song 4n déit cang nhanh cang tot va hoi
phuc lai stic khde sau cudc trai nghiém vat kiét stic ay.

bén gitia thang Sau van khong c6 tin tic gi tti Moscow. Nén, c6
gang tiép theo dé€ lién lac véi cai 16 den bi hiém kia la mét biic dién tin.

Mot lan nta, im lang.

Pau thang Bay, t6i nhan dugc mot cudc goi ti W.W. Norton:
VAAP ung hd mot cudn sach giéi thiéu vé Tuva. VAAP yéu cau
Norton gtii m¢t hgp dong mau; Norton td ra lo ngai. Khong nan
long, t6i ty viét cho VAAP va hoi xem, liéu ho c6 thé lo visa cho
phién dich, ngudi chup anh va toi sang tham Tuva.

Toi viét cho Axel-Nilsson xin 16i khuyén. Ong khuyén chung t6i
lién lac v6i nhiing ngudi X6 Viét bang telex, va cho s6 ctia Kapitsa.
Mot bat ngd véi chung toi la, Bao tang Lich st Ty nhién khong c6
may telex, nén Tu trudng da gti ti Caltech mot buc telex, hoi xem
Kapitsa da nhan dugc thu va dién cua chung t6i chua.

Ky diéu ctia cac ky diéu, ndm ngay sau cau tra 16i da dén:

VAN PE DPANG DUQC THAO LUAN, CAU TRA LOI CUA CHUNG
TOI SE CO TRONG TELEX TIEP THEO.
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Hai tudn sau, me t6i gtii cho t6i mot bai bdo ctia t6 New Yorker
ve cudc trién lam cac tac phdm hdi hoa thudc truong phai an tugng
Phap. Cudc trién lam nay dang dén nudc My theo hiép udc van hoa
dugc Reagan va Gorbachev ky & Geneva. Giam doc Bao tang Nghé
thuat Qudc gia, J.Carter Brown, dd mo ta véi mot phdng vién lam

thé nao d€ c6 dugc cudc trién lam nay:

N6 bt nguon tii mot chuyén di cta tdi vao nam 1983 téi Lugano,
Thuy Si, va t6i Villa Favorita, mot biét thu va bao tang dudi su bao
tri cia Nam Tudc Heinrich Thyssen-Bornemisza. Chuing toi biét ngai
Nam Tudc khé r6. Ong & trong Hoi déng Quan tri ctia ching toi
va c6 moOt bo suu tap tuyét voi... Vao nam 1980, ching han trong
thoi gian ty chay Thé van hoi ti€p sau cudc xam lugc Afghanistan,
da khong c6 dugc co hoi trao ddi tranh. Nhung vao ndm 1983, moi
nguoi déu co vé ung hd viéc nay. Thu ky Shultz; Authur Hartman,
Dai st ctia chung ta & Lién X06; Charles Wick, ngudi dung dau Hang
Thong tdn My - tat ca ho déu tng ho. Toi tudng la chung tdi da sap
x€p xong, va quay lai day tran tré hy vong.

Thé r6i, vao thang Chin, chung t6i nghe dugc tin vé vu roi may
bay cuia hang Korean Airlines, chuyén bay 007. Chung t6i biét rang
hy vong ctia minh ciling roi cung chiéc may bay dé. Nhung c6 mot
ban nang nao dé trong t6i van dang hoat dong, va téi hanh xt ct nhu
cudc trién lam ro6i cudi cling van ct dién ra... V6i nhiing viéc loai
nay, thuong thi tai cing mot thoi diém, goc do chinh trj viia 1a c6
thé va khong c6 thé. Trong loai thoa thudn nay, chinh trj thuc ra chi
12 mot 14n gieo stc sic. MOt ngudi nhu Armand Hammer chang han,
khong bao gid rdi Lién X6 ma khong c6 mot hiép udc da dugc ky.
Khong réi di chling nao 6ng ta chua c6 mot t6 gidy trong tay minh.
[Nhung] Toi da di trudc va da xdy dung nhiing phong trung bay ma

sang nay cac anh da & d6. Toi c6 linh cam rang diéu gi do sé xay ra,
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va n6 da mang lai két qua. Cho du ban dau, c6 mot giai doan tri tré.
Moi thu déu nyet (ti€ng Nga, nghia la khong). Khong mdt co hoi. Toi
tu nht, Chung ta sé phai dgi mot hiép udc van hoa. Toi cd su tu tin
ky la 1a, mot diéu sé xuat hién tii cudc gap thugng dinh - mot hiép
udc van hoa. Do 1a cudc gap g cua nhiing tam tri. Khi cudi cung
hiép uéc da dugc ky vao thang Mudoi mot nam 1985, chung t6i da
san sang. T4t ca chung t6i hdo hic chuin bi. Cac btic dién tin gti di
gti lai. Cac nhan vién bao tang di qua di lai. Nhiing ngudi X6 Viét
dong y gtii sang bon muoi btic tranh trong tam muoi ngay. Yéu cau
van chuyén nhanh. Du sao, ching ta dang song trong mot thé gigi
thuc, va chdng ai biét sy hoa thuin nay sé kéo dai bao lau.

Toi c6 thé thay rang mac du cau chuyén ctia ching toi kha giong
nhau (ca hai cuc trién lam déu da xuit hién & nhiing bao tang dia
phuong ctia cac nudc chau Au trung lap), nhiing ké lang ti chiing
toi ro rang la kém lgi thé hon: Nhiing ngudi ban cta Tuva dang gang
mang sang tU Lién X6 s6 hién vat nhiéu gap hai muoi lan, nhung
lai chi bing mdt méi giao ti€p cdp cao & Washington - vi ludt su
ndi tiéng Sylvan Marshall.

Té6i gio mot thang da tréi qua ma khong cé thém tin gi ti Kapitsa.

Trong khi do, cudc trién lam trudng phai an tugng da dén Los
Angeles. Toi da dén d€ thudng thtic ca bon mudai btic tranh, bg sung
thém von van hoéa bang cach thué mot bo tai nghe va lang nghe 16i
huéng dan da dugc thu am san.

Vai ngay sau, mot phai doan cua BO Van hda Lién X6 dén
thanh pho. TS. Keller va ba Black da dua cac vi khach t6i thanh
dia Disneyland. Keller ké rang trong chuyén tham hiém cta ho téi
vung dat than tién ma Khrushchev chua bao gi¢ nhin thay, ty nhiing
ngudi X6 Viét chia sé rang cudc trién lam vé nhiing ngusi du muc
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Au-A phén anh cdc nén vin hda ctia Lién X6 thich dang hon so véi
bd suu tap nhiing buc tranh theo truéng phai an tugng Phap dang
dugc trung bay & Los Angeles. Nhiing ngudi cua B hia sé kiém
tra thuc trang cua chuyén dé khi ho quay vé Moscow.

Trudce khi phai doan r6i My, ngudi phu trach dién bao ¢ Caltech
cho biét la c6 mot tin nhan tii Moscow gtii cho TS. Black:

PE THAO LUAN VE VIEC TO CHUC TRIEN LAM “NHUNG
NGUOI DU MUC AU-A” O MY, NEN CO MOT CUOC GAP MAT O
MOSCOW VAO CUOI THANG CHIN PAU THANG MUOQI [STOP]
PE NGHI XAC NHAN KHA NANG PEN MOSCOW CUA NHUNG
NGUOI DAI DIEN CHO BAO TANG BANG TIEN CUA HO VAO
THOI GIAN PUQC NEU TREN THEO PUONG CONG VU [STOP]

GIAO SU KAPITSA VIEN HAN LAM KHOA HOC USSR [STOP]

Cudi cung, Lién X6 da chdp nhan! Keller mat nam phut dé noéi
dong y v6i cudc trién lam; nhiing ngusi X6 Viét mit nam thang.

Vi TS. Black di ving, chang thé lam gi v6i biic telex nay trong
mudi ngay. Roi, Nicolas Daniloft, m¢t phong vién cua t& U.S. News
¢» World Report, da bi bat giti & Moscow va dua vao nha ti Lubyanka
cua KGB vi bi budc t¢i lam gian diép. Nhu J. Carter Brown da néi véi
to New Yorker, “khong ai biét su hoa thuan nay sé kéo dai bao lau”

Du vay, vién bao tang van bat dau lo liéu d€ TS. Keller va Sylvan
Marshall cé thé tham Moscow vao dau thang Muoi. (TS. Black khong
thé di dugc vao dip do; ong c6 mot chuyén di khac da lén ké hoach tu
trudc.) Mot vai ngay sau, chinh phtt My cho phép Gennadi Zakarov,
mot gian diép bi bat & New York, roi nuéc My. Daniloff ciing da
sém duogc vé nha.

202 - RICHARD FEYNMAN



Richard va t6i chuén bi tu liéu co ban vé nhiing ngudi dong vai
tro chinh trong cudc choi ¢ Lién X0, Thuy Dién va Phan Lan; ching
toi dinh kem mot ban copy ctia nghi dinh thu do Axel-Nilsson cung
cdp, va dua tat ca cho TS. Keller dé€ phuc vu cho viéc thuong thao
cta Ong ay.

Mot ngay tht Bdy cua thdang Chin, Phoebe va t6i nhan dugc
btic dién:

BOLSHOE SPASIBO ZA PRIGLASHENIE POLUCHIL POZDNO
POZDRAVLIAIU § BRAKOSOCHETANIEM JELAIU SCHASTIA
BLAGOPOLUCHIIA V SEMEINOI JIZNI JDU PISMA.

DARYMA ONDAR.

Glen Cowan dang & Pasadena nén t6i nhd cau dy dich giap. Buc

dién viét:

CAM ON CAC BAN RAT NHIEU VE LOI MOL TOI A NHAN
PDUGC NO KHA MUON. TOI CHUC MUNG CAC BAN NHAN
DIP LE THANH HON. CHUC CAC BAN HANH PHUC VA AN
LANH TRONG CUOC SONG GIA BINH CUA MINH. TOI MONG
THU CUA CAC BAN.

ONDAR DARYMA.

Buic dién cua Ondar 1a buc dién chic mung dén cudi cung (va
do d6 dung thoi diém nhat) trudc khi Phoebe va t6i két hon. Trong
1é cudi ctia chung t6i, Richard la phu ré chinh, con Alan, Glen va
ngudi ban lan hai hudc cua t6i, Jeff Davis, la cac phu ré€ phu. (Vi ly
do nao do, toi khong thé thuyét phuc dugc Phoebe nhay khoi cai
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van nhay cung véi t6i d€ biéu tugng mot ci nhay cua hai ngudi vao
cudc song gia dinh.)

O budi 1& Richard, Glen, Phoebe va toi chup mot btic hinh dic
biét: Glen caAm buic dién cta Ondar, con toi thi cAm moét tAm bién

viét bang tiéng Tuva: “Chao, Ondar Daryma California — tit”.

Chung t6i tra 16i bic dién ctia Ondar Daryma - ngudi ban Tuva quen qua thu

cta chung toi. TU trai qua phai: Glen Cowan (cam btic dién), Ralph Leighton
(cam thu tra 16i), Phoebe Kwan, Richard Feynman. (Pugc su cho phép cua
Eugene Cowan.)
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Hom sau Phoebe va t6i di nghi tuan trang mat & ddo Ryukyu,
Hong Kong, va Han Quéc. G Han Qudc, ching toi thué mot chiéc
xe va lai 1én phia dong bac, t6i Cong vién Qudc gia Nui Sorak.
Nhiing cay thich d6 mau mdu hoa vao anh hoang hon trong khong
khi mua thu kho lanh.

Ngay ti€p theo, chung t6i di bé doc theo mdt con sudi nép minh
trong hém nui gitta mdt phong canh hoan hao cho moét bic tranh
gidy cudn phuong Dong. Nhiing tang da dugc x€p thanh dong &
nhiing diém dé thdy doc dudng di. Nha tham hiém ngudsi Duc
Minchen-Helfen da nhin thay nhing u da hinh thdp nhu vay &
Tuva vao ndm 1929!

T6i nhan ra rdng ching t6i chi cach Kyzyl c6 mot khung gio:
Vao thoi diém nay nguoi ban quen qua thu cua ching téi, Ondar
Daryma, chac la da tinh giac va c6 [é la cing dang thudng thtic cung
thoi tiét nang 4m cua mdt ngay Cha nhat dep troi.

Chung toi dén tham mot ngoi dén cheén gitia mdt canh nui cao
va moét con sudi chay xiét phia dudi. Phat Di Lic & trong dén chinh
x4c 1a g8c An Do, con chiing téi thi dang & cch bién Nhat Ban chi
vai ddm. Gén do, cac bui cdy dugc trang tri bang nhiéu dai vai nho
mau trang giéng nhu canh tugng t6i da nhin thdy & Armenia. Liéu
phong tuc nay da dugc hinh thanh moét cach doc lap hay - giong
nhu Phét gido - né da dugc nhiing ngudi du muc va cac nha budén
chuyén chd trén lung ngya sudt ndm nghin ddm ngang qua chau A?

Ngudgc dong sudi mot chut chung toi gap vai gia dinh ngusi Han
Quoc dang thuong thiic bita trua da ngoai. Hai ngudi dan 6ng dang
ngoi xm, nudng cac xau thit bang 16 nudng du lich, ho goi ching t6i
lai va mdi cling tham gia v6i ho. Trong khi phu nti va tré em dung

xem, mot ngudi dan 6ng rét mot thu chat 1ong rat trong vao mot
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ntia qua tdo da dugc nao hét rudt - mdt loai coc dé phan huy sinh
hoc that tai tinh (ban dn luén n6 sau khi uéng xong) - va dua né
cho t6i. Toi nghi téi mot loai nudc dong chai ma ching téi da mua
& Seoul hai hom trudc va nhé 1a cdi tén trén nhan hiéu giong giong
nhu sug, ti ‘nudc’ trong ti€éng Tuva. Toi chi vao chat long trong cai
cOc tdo nho ctia minh va néi mot cach tu hao, “Su”.

Chu nhan gat dau va mim cudi, ra hiéu rang t6i nén uéng theo
kiéu can chén.

Khi ltta chdy xuong hong tdi va mat téi dé nhu gic chin, ca gia
dinh ho cudi ngat nghéo.

Chiéu hom dé, chung t6i quay vé Seoul trén con dudng “cao toc”
ba lan, né tra tdn than kinh bang cic khtc ngoat ngoan ngoéo qua
cac ngon nui. Thu gian trong phong khach san, ching t6i ué oai
ngoi trén nhiing tai ngh trdi ra trén san nha dugc suéi am. Cudi
cung chung toi bat TV, viia kip xem ban tin thoi tiét trén U.S Armed
Forces TV. Tl tAm anh vé tinh clia viing Dong A, t6i c6 thé néi ring
hém do6 Tuva c6 mot ngay that dep troi.

Trong may ngay ti€p theo, Phoebe va t6i xem may su kién giai
tri chdu A & Seoul. Sau d6, ching t6i di mua sdm & quan du lich
Itaewon. Khi ching t6i di qua cac quay ban va-li tii xach Louis
Vuitton gia va cac gia d€ bang cassette in 14u, Phoebe nhin ra mot
ctia hang ma, chuyén thiét ké theo yéu cau cua khach hang. Chung
toi dat lam hai ta ma lu6i trai ki€u cua van dong vién bong chay
bang vai nhung den véi chii “TBIBA” va “TUVA” bén canh dai ky
niém dugc truyén cam hing bdi nha tham hiém ky cuc ngusi Anh,
va dong chii “Trung tdm chau A” & bén dudi. Toi sé gidu nhiing cai
mi nay trong hanh ly ctia minh va sé phan phat chung & Kyzyl khi
cuoi cung Richard, Glen va t6i cung nhau t6i dugc dich cua minh.
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Khi chung t6i quay trd lai Los Angeles, Ronald Reagan va Mikhail
Gorbachev dang chudn bi gap nhau & Reykjavik, Iceland. Nhung
toi quan tdm hon dén so phéan cua TS. Keller 8 Moscow. Liéu cudc
trién lam cta chung toi, véi rat nhiéu hién vat tu Tuva, thuc su sé
dén Los Angeles? Va liéu sé c6 mot phdi doan nao do tu Bao tang
di thdm Kyzyl?

Toi goi dién vé nha Feynman. Gweneth khong c6 tin tuc gi vé
TS. Keller ma cho t6i biét la, Richard da d6 bénh vao ngay sau ngay
cudi ctia chung t6i va mdt tuan sau do da dugc dua vao bénh vién
dé kiém tra - ung thu da tai phat. Bac si Morton lai tién hanh mot
ca phau thuat ddy thach do ntia va 6ng da mang lai cho Richard
thém mot co may dugc séng tiép.

Trong hop thu cta t6i cé hai 14 thu tu Lién X6. Mot tit Moscow:
VAAP khong thé lam visa cho ching tdi, nén ké hoach viét mét cuon
sach gidi thiéu vé Tuva ctia Vainshtein da di vao ngo cut.

La thu con lai dén tt Vladimir Lamin, anh ban Siberia it n6i ma
Glen va t6i da gap & Thuy Dién. Anh 4y chinh thiic mé&i Phoebe va
toi dén tham minh & Novosibirsk, tii d6, anh 4y ndi la c6 thé sap
x€p mot chuyén di Tuva. Bay gid moi chuyén tuy thuoc vao chung
toi — tat ca nhiing gi chung to6i can lam 1a no6i dong y. La thu cua
Lamin két thac, “Trong tiéng Nga ngudi ta noi, ‘Hay chuin bi xe

»

trugt tuyét vao mua he.
Ngay hom sau, Phoebe va t6i dén Trung tdm Y té€ cia UCLA dé
tham Richard. Ngay sau khi chung t6i dén, TS. Keller va Jim Olson
cling bat ngd xuit hién dé€ truc tiép thong bao véi Tu trudng vé
chuyén di Moscow cta Keller.
Trudc tién, & Helsinki, cac cht nha ctia Keller da dan ong xem
mot trién lam vé nhiing c8 vat dia phuong ctia Alaska dugc mot
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do doc hai quan Phan Lan tén la Arvid Adolf Etholen thu thap
vao dau thé ky 19 - khi ca Phan Lan va Alaska déu thudc Dé ché
Nga. “Chi dén bay gi¢ ngudi Phan Lan mdi cho trung bay nhiing
hién vat nay lan dau tién”, Keller néi, “Trong bao nhiéu nam qua
n6 da dugc cat ky dudi tang ham ctia mot Bao tang & Helsinki,
khong ai dugc dong dén. Cac hién vat déu 6 trang thai hoan hao”.

Keller ti€p tuc: “Ngugc lai, nhiing hién véat ti Leningrad va
Moscow ma chung sé dugc trung bay trong trién lam ‘Céc Giao 1§’
thi déu & trang thai xau dén ndi sé mat rat nhiéu cong stic d€ phuc
ché chung & Smithsonian”

Roi Keller ké rang ong da gap & Moscow mot phai doan cua
Nhat. Cudc dam phan cta ho véi nhiing ngudi X6 Viét da kéo
dai hai nam ma van chua dat dugc théa thuin. “Téi hoi lo khi
nghe vé chuyén ay”, 6ng thu nhan. “Nhung khi Sylvan Marshall
va toi ngoi xudng véi Kapitsa va Basilov, toi ndi “Thua cac vi, toi
nghi la cac vi biét vi sao chung toi lai & day. C6 ba anh chang &
California mudn di t6i Tuva! Moi ngudi mim cudi. Roi, t6i 16i
ra ban copy nghi dinh thu Thuy Dién ma anh dua cho t6i, va ho
cling dua ra ban copy cta cung nghi dinh thu ay - v6i moét vai
thay d6i. Marshall va t6i cam ban nghi dinh thu da stia doi ay
vé khach san va xem lai. Ngay hom sau chung téi c6 mot thoa
thuan, va né day!” TS. Keller dua cho Tu truéng mdt copy cua
ban nghi dinh thu mé&i. “Trién lam sé dén Los Angeles vao thang
Giéng ndm 1989,

“That tuyét vaoi!” Richard ndi. “Cong viéc nhiing ngudi khac
khong thé lam dugc trong hai ndm, cac anh chang nay da lam dugc
trong hai ngay!”

“Do 1a vi cac anh da chuin bi hét tu trudce ro1”, Keller noi.
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Tu trudng quay vé phia toi, mim cudi thodi mai va néi, “Céau thay
chua, anh ban? Chung ta la ddan chuyén nghiép. Chung ta la nhiing
ngudi tim kiém céc cudc trién 1am quoc té!”

TS. Keller tiép tuc, “Khi & Moscow, tdi phat hién thém hai cudc
trién lam niia ma ching ta c6 th€é mang dén Los Angeles: mét con
voi ma mut con dong bang - long, thit, day du cd - dao dugc &
tang dat dong bang vinh ctiu ctia Siberia, va bd suu tdp cham khac
Faberge dugc trung bay ¢ Bao tang Khodng vat hoc”!

Khi chung t6i chic miing lan nhau, tdi khong thé ngan minh hoi
mot cdu hoi nhé mang tinh ky thuat: “Thé c¢é choé nao cu thé trong
nghi dinh thu néi rang chung ta sé t6i Tuva hay khong?”

“Co’, Keller no6i. Anh ay chi cho t6i doan cuodi ctia trang cudi.
O ddy co cau, “Phia My sé c6 ging tim cach giii nhiing ngudi lam
phim dé€ san xuit mot bo phim tai liéu vé cac cha dé cé lién quan
dén nodi dung cta trién lam”

Day 1a ké hoach da dugc dinh ra & Goteborg, theo do Richard,
Glen va t6i — cung v6i Christopher Sykes — sé t6i Tuva nhu nhiing dai
dién ctia Bao tang va sé lam phim video vé nhiing diém khao c6 hoc.

“That tuyét voil!” t6i ndi. “Chung ta sé cling di vao he nam sau.
Tannu Tuva, chung t6i t6i day!”

Hom sau toi dap lai 16i moi dén tham Tuva qua dudng Novosibirsk
cua Lamin. Sau khi thong bdo thanh cong ctia Keller v6i Vién Han
lam Khoa hoc, t6i noi, “Gig thi con dudng dé ‘Ba Chang Linh Ngu
lam’ cung nhau dén tham Tuva da r6, anh khong can phai lo liéu
gi cho tdi va Phoebe ntia - tru phi anh muén xem ké hoach cua

1. B suu tp Faberge ciing nhu bd c6 vat ving Alaska cua d6 d6¢ hai quan Phan Lan da
dén Bao tang Lich st Ty nhién trong cac nam ti€p theo.
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minh nhu ‘cdi xe trugt tuyét thi hai’ phong trudng hgp ‘cai xe thu
nhat’ bi lat nhao”

Toi chup lai ban copy nghi dinh thu cua Tu trudng va gui ca ban
tiéng Anh lan ban tiéng Nga cho Glen, cau ay chinh qua ban dich
cua nhiing ngudi Xo Viét.

Vai ngay sau, ¢ Iceland, Mikhail Gorbachev dua ra dé nghi cling
nhau giam 50 % toan b¢ vi khi hat nhan néu My khong trién khai
“Chién tranh cac vi sao” (SDI) ctia minh trong khong gian. Ronald
Reagan dong y véi dé xuat an tugng nay. D6 1a mot dong thai khon
ngoan: “Chién tranh cac vi sao” dang to ra 1a mot do tudng; hon niia,
tuyét dai da s6 cac nha vat ly trong nudc da tii chéi tham gia vao cai
viéc khong phai khoa hoc thuc sy nay.! Nhung roi Trudng ndi cac
cua Nha Trang, Donald Regan, da can thiép va tuyén bo rang Tong
thong Reagan chua hé dong y véi diéu gi ca.

Toi tudng tugng ra cudc doi thoai sau day gitia Ngoai trudng
George Shultz va Ngoai truong X6 Viét Eduard Shevardnadze:

SHULTZ: “Thé gi6i dang that vong rdng ching ta ching c6 gi dé trinh
ra nhu mot két qua cua cudc gap thuong dinh nay. Cé chang mét
thoa thuédn nao d6 ma chung ta c6 thé hudng t6i”

SHEVARDNADZE: “Vang, thua ngai Ngoai trudng, tdi dugc biét
rang Vién Han lam Khoa hoc ctia ching t6i viia méi dong y gui

mot trién lam bao tang 16n t6i My...”

1. Ban tuyén bo tli choi lam bat ky viéc gi lién quan véi SDI 1a mét trong s6 it cac kién
nghi ma Feynman da ky. Ong ciing c6 d¢ 4n “Chién tranh cdc vi sao” trong dau khi viét
“DE€ c6 thanh cong vé cong nghé, thuc tién phai di trudc cac quan hé cong dong, boi
vi tu nhién khong thé bi ltia gat” — d6 la nhéan xét két luan trong bai Nhiing quan sdt cd
nhdn vé su dang tin cdy ctia tau con thoi cia dng, chu dé cia nhiéu cudc tranh cai véi
Cht tich Rogers. Bai nay xuit hién trong ban béo céo chinh thiic ciia Uy ban va trong
cuén What Do You Care What Other People Think?
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Tiéc thay, khong cd cudc doi thoai nhu vay - it nhat 1a khong c6
mot thong cdo nao vé cudc trién lam ctia chung t6i. Du vy, ngay hom
sau, muc quan diém cua Kurt M. Campbell trong s6 ngay 16 thang
Mudi ctia t& Christian Science Monitor cd nhiing 16i nhu thé nay:

Trong thai dai khi ma cac siéu cudng quoc duong nhu khong thé
thoa thudn véi nhau vé€ mdt diéu gi - c6 nén ngting thti v khi hat
nhéan dudi long dat, nén lam gi véi “Chién tranh cac vi sao’, va cudi
cung la viéc kiém soat vii khi c6 lgi hay khong - thi “Théa udc cac
hoa si truong phai 4n tugng” [T6i doc thanh: “Thoa udc Keller”]
thuc su la mdt ngoai 1é thu vi doi véi tinh trang tri tré chung trong
cac quan hé song phuong...

Trong khi mot s6 ngudi coi thudng nhiing budc di khiém tén
nay, xem chung la khong dang d€ so vé6i nhiing van dé s6ng con cta
cac cudc dai thoai chién luge, thi thuc t€ lai cho thdy rang, su trao
doi cac buc tranh thudc truong phai an tugng la mdt trong vai tia
hy vong trong cac chuong trinh nghi su hoan toan bé tic vé vii khi
ngoai nhap, nhiing bat dong vé viéc kiém soat, va nhiing cudc thi
hat nhén duéi long dat. Trong pha méi nay ctia quan hé X6 My, cé
1é da dén luc nhiing ngudi kiém soat vii khi mong dgi dugc cac nghé
si dong gép y tudng va nguodn cam hing.

Toi khong quan tam dén viéc nhiing hién vat ctia nhiing ngudi du
muc Au-A khéng néi tiéng bing nhiing biic tranh trudng phai An
tugng Phap; nhiing tii ngli ¢6 canh cta t6 Christian Science Monitor
lam t6i cam thay dudng nhu ké hoach bong bot dugc ché tac trong
can ho cta Vainshtein c6 thé lam dugc nhiéu hon la chi don gian
dua ching t6i dén véi Tuva — n6 tham chi ¢6 thé trg gitp mang lai
hoa binh cho thé giéi!
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T6i s6m quay lai nhiing vin dé thuc tién hon: gi¢ khi ma “Hiép
udc Keller” c¢6 thé mang trién lam Nhiing ngudi du muc téi My,
budc ti€p theo ctia chung t6i dé dén dugc Tuva la gi? Tat nhién la,
tré thanh nhan vién ctia Bao tang Lich st Tu nhién. Nhung viéc dé
can phai doi dén khi Richard phuc hoi stic khde sau ca phau thuit.

Dé& nang cao stic chiu dung cua Richard sau khi ong ra vién,
Tu trudng va t6i di bd hing ngay tlii nha 6ng, noi ching t6i tudng
tugng 1a Kyzyl. Sau vai ngay chung t6i di dén dugc Shagonar, xudi
dong song Yenisei ti Kyzyl, 6 dai 10 Braeburn. Mét tuan sau chung
toi dén dugc Chadan, noi da tung la tu vién lat ma 16n nhat Tuva,
& pho Porter. Sau vai tuan chung t6i di hét ca chdng dudng dén tan
Teeli, cuoi thung ling Khemchik, 6 dai 16 Allen.

Dé chuan bi ti€p cho chuyén di, tdi sao chép cac tli trong cuon
Cum tt va thanh ngi Tuva-Mong C6-Nga vao nhiing thé nhé mau
anh vang. Khi cu6c bo doc nhiing con pho ctia Altadena, Richard
va toi xudéng lén, “Ujurashkanyvyska 66riip tur men’, ! va dai loai
nhu vay.

Mot cach khac dé€ ting cuong stic khoe ctia Tu trudng la thong
qua choi tréng. Chung t6i tudng tugng minh tim thay cai trong ct
ctia mot shaman trong mot can 1éu tron va mang nd vé véi cudc
song. Mot su tudng tugng khac la dugc biéu dién cac nhip diéu cta
vG ba-1¢ thanh cong & San Francisco Nhiing vong xoay mé tin tai
nha hat kich ctaa Kyzyl.

Khi Richard da du khoe dé€ c6 thé dén tham Bao tang, ching to6i
xudng dé va nhan thé nhan dién chinh thtic cta bao tang cé dan anh

cua minh. Lan ti€p theo dén Pasadena, Glen cling dén Bao tang va

1. “Gdp - nhau - c6 - ctia ching t6i - 6 hanh phc la t6i” hay “Rat vui dugc gap cac ban”
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nhén thé hiéu. Khi quay vé Berkeley, cau ay ngay lap ttc nhan thay
anh hudng cta tdm thé nay trong cudc song xa héi ctia minh: viéc ndi
vGi moi ngudi rang ciu 4y la mot cong tac vién nghién ctiu tai Bao
tang Lich st Tu nhién cta Hat Los Angeles lam cho cdu ta oai hon
nhiéu so véi noéi rang ciu 4y 1a mot sinh vién sau dai hoc vé vt ly.

Gio khi chung toi da 1a nhan vién chinh thtic, Bao tang gti mot
telex cho Andrei Kapitsa bay té y dinh muon gtii mot ngudi lam
phim va nhiing trg ly nghién ctiu méi dugc b6 nhiém t6i mot s6
diém khéo c6, nhu da dugc ghi & diéu 10 ctia nghi dinh thu. Ké
hoach téi Tuva ctia ching t6i dang di dung hudng.

Nhung lan nay, Kapitsa da khong tra 16i chung toéi ngay - hoan
toan khong cé phan hoi.

Toi gtii cho Sevyan Vainshtein m¢t buc dién, thong bao cho 6ng
vé btic telex ctia chung t6i gui Kapitsa. Toi cing chudn bi mot 1a thu
chi tiét gti Basilov dé xuat chuong trinh chuyén di cua ching toi.
Mac du t6i da mudn ndi rang van dé thaoi gian 1a hét stic quan trong
(vi Tu trudng khong thé chong choi lai can bénh ung thu mai dugc),
Richard béo t6i khong dugc noi gi vé stic khoe cua 6ng — dng khong
muon doa nhiing ngudi X6 Viét. Thay vao dd, ong khuyén tdi nén giai
thich rang du Vién Han 14m Khoa hoc c6 thé nghi la mot nha Vat ly
gidi Nobel phai ngt trong khach san hodc nha nghi tién nghi, “Gido
su Feynman thich ngti ngoai troi hon, duéi cac vi sao”. Va dé€ b6t ganh
ndng cho nhiing ngudi Xo6 Viét trong viéc lo liéu chuyén di cua chiing
toi, chung toi sé€ mang theo léu bat va tai ngt. Tat ca nhiing gi ching
toi can la chut phuong tién di lai va so6 lugng t6i thi€u ngusi ho tong.

Toi chup lai nhiing cuon atlas dudng giao thong ctia Lién X6 cling
ban do Tuva cua Cuc Ban d6 Qudc phong, va danh dau mdt s6 tuyén

dudng tiém nang. Mot tuyén theo dudng chinh tit Novosibirsk qua
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Biysk va Gorno-Altaisk (dia diém ctia cdic ndm mo Pazaryk néi tiéng)
vao Mong C6. Chung t6i sé roi duong chinh truéc Ulaangom, vao
Tuva & Khandagaity, va di qua Chadan trudgc khi téi Kyzyl. Nhiing
tuyén khac, qua cac con duong nhé hon, nam trong dia gisi Lién Xo.

Trudc khi gui tap tai liéu cho Basilov, tdi gtii ching téi Keller va
Olson. Olson tra 16i bang mot 14 thu:

Gui Ralph:

Xin hay hoan lai viéc gui la thu cua anh cho TS. Basilov. Nhiét
tinh t6i dugc Tuva ctia anh rat dé lay lan sang ngudi khac, nhung
anh nén giam toc lai...

Chung t6i ghi nhan rang néu khong c6 anh va GS. Feynman,
chung t6i sé khong c6 dugc ban nghi dinh thu cho cudc trién lam
“Nhiing ngudi du muc Au-A”. Tuy nhién, ching t6i cdm thdy ring,
chung t6i c6 rat nhiéu rai ro trong viéc xdc lap sy tin nhiém cua
minh cho cuc trao d6i nay va céc trao doi trong tuong lai. T4t ca
ching ta can phai nhat tri v6i nhau vé cach thuc tién hanh. Vily do
dé, toi thdy, quan trong la anh hay gtii cho t6i ban copy cua bat ky
thu ti nao c6 lién quan dén dé an nay dé duyét trude khi gui di...

Khong mudn lang phi cong stic cia minh, toi da gui tap tai liéu
dén Vladimir Lamin & Novosibirsk d€ xin nhan xét cta anh. Anh
ay viét lai: “Noi that, mdt s6 diém trong danh sdch nay co6 thé gay
ra nhiing nu cudi cham bi€ém khong cudng dugc. Theo téc do va
su kho khén ctia né thi hoach trinh ctia anh ¢6 thé dé dang so sanh
dugc véi cudc dua 6 t6 qudc té Paris-Dakar...”

Giang Sinh dang dén gan, va moén qua néi dinh ddm nhat nam

d6 la mot tro choi ¢6 tén la Bam du6i Tam phao. T6i ché tac mot
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phién ban ddc biét cua trd choi nay, goi la Chuyén tam phao Tuva, va
gui n6 di nhu moét thiép chic miling. Vg ctia nhi€p anh gia Yasushi
Ohnuki, Masako, dua ra dugc cau hoi tim phao hay nhét: “Dién
vién Maxim Munzuk, dong trong bo phim Dersu Uzala cua Akira
Kurosawa, la ngudi nudc nao?™

Tam tri thién 1éch mot cht dé cua toi da dugc minh ching: dién
vién dong vai Dersu dung la ngudi Tuva! Toi quyét dinh viét mot 1a
thu ham mo t6i ngdi sao dién anh noi tiéng thé gidi clia Tuva - tat

1. Véinhiing ngudi mudn biét tro choi tam phao nay, thi déay la cach choi:

Chuc miuing! Ban 1a cht nhan dang tu hao cta tro choi tim phao méi nhét ctia My, tro
chai cho nhiing ngudi dam mé chuyén tdm phao, diing cam, dang muon gay an tugng
vGi vai ngudi ban ctia minh bang cach tra 16i dung cac cau hoi vé cha dé tdm phao it
nguoi biét nhét trén thé gigi: TUVA!

PO VUI TUVA khéng 1am ban lang phi théi gian nhu viéc tung xtc xdc hay di chuyén
nhiing miéng nhya nho xiu trén mot c4i bang ngé ngén; DO VUI TUVA khéng dé cho
su may man giup xac dinh xem liéu ban c6 danh dugc chién thang tdm phao vi dai nhat
ma nhén loai tiing biét; DO VUI TUVA di thing vao v&n dé bing céch yéu cdu ban tra
16i cac cau hdi kho moét cach dang ngac nhién, ki€u tra 161 hay la chét, vé sau linh vuc
khac nhau. Ban da sdn sang chdp nhén tht thach chua?

1. DIA LY: Nudc ndo c6 mot tugng dai trén bd con song Yenisei, ddnh ddu (chua xéc
dinh chinh x4c) tAm diém ctia chau A?

2. LICH SU: Nudc nao doc lap trén danh nghia tii 1921 dén 1944, noi ma Otto
Minchen-Helfen da dét chan téi vao nam 1929, va noi da phat hanh nhiing con tem
hinh tam gidc va hinh thoi vao nam 19362

3. KHOA HOQC & TU NHIEN: O nudc nio, lac da, tudn 1oc, bo Tay tang, gia stc, cliu
va dé dugc chan tha trong vong ban kinh 150 ddm quanh thu do6 cta minh, Kyzyl?

4. THE THAO: O nudc nao béng ré dugc goi 1a sags bombog?

VAN HOC: Ondar Daryma, nha stu tim vin hoc dan gian Soyor la ngudi niéc nao?

6. GIAI TRIL: Dién vién Maxim Munzuk, déng trong phim Dersu Uzala clia Akira
Kurosawa, la ngudi nudc nao?

Néu ban tra 161 hét cac cau hoéi trong mot lugt, thi ban da dat dugc mot ky tich xting
dang dé€ vinh danh ban la thanh vién danh du ctua Nhiing ngudi ban ctia Tuva. Ngugc
lai, néu ban sai du chi mét cau, thi ban khong chi da thua, ma con phai d6i mét véi sy
that nga long rang ban khong phai 1a ngudi thiic thoi nhu ban nghi.
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nhién, bang tiéng Tuva. Lat qua cac trang ctia cuén Cum tui va thanh
ngli Tuva-Mong C3-Nga, t6i cd thé lap ghép cac cdu nhu “T6i phim
Dersu Uzala California-& da xem t6i” va “Mua he-vao Tuva-téi di-sé
toi: gap g&-lan nhau c6 thé?” Va dé lam phong pha thém 14 thu cta
minh, t6i da tim dugc mot cum tl cyc ky hoa my: “Tu siu tham
tam hon minh t6i chao mung anh, chic anh thanh céng trong su
nghiép ctia minh, doi dao stic khde, va hanh phuc trong cudc song”

Gan sau tuadn ké tu khi ching toi gtii telex cho Kapitsa, tdi nhan
dugc mot tin nhan tt “kénh phia sau” ctia chung t6i — theo cach néi
cua vu bé bdi Iran-Contra! dang bi phanh phui. Tin nhan nhu sau:

HAY GUT LAI TELEX CUA ANH TOI A P KAPITSA VE CHUYEN
PI LAM PHIM PA DU KIEN TGI CAC PIEM KHAO cO HOC O
TRUNG A VAO MUA HE 1987 VOI LOI CHUC TOT DEP NHAT.

VAINSHTEIN

Chung t6i nghe theo va da gui lai buc telex.

Ngay hom sau, ching t6i nghe dugc tin vui ti Lién X6: Andrei
Sakharov da thoat khoi luu day & Gorky va dugc phép vé Moscow.
Trong vong vai ngay 6ng da xuat hién truc ti€p trén “This Week with
David Brinkley” (Tuan nay v6i David Brinkley). Mikhail Gorbachev
da bat dau d€ lai ddu 4n cua minh trong xa hoi X6 Viét va trong
lich st thé gidi.

1. Vu bé béi chinh tri duéi thoi tong thong Ronald Reagan lién quan t6i chinh sach doi
ngoai ctia My trong quan hé véi Iran va Nicaragua, da bi dua ra anh sang vao thang
Mudi mot nam 1986.
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Chuyeén di
duogc sap xeéep

La mét ngudi dan Pasadena, t6i da xem Lé hoi Diéu
hanh Hoa Hong ndm 1987 trén tivi - tii San Francisco,
noi Phoebe va t6i dén tham hai ngudi chi gai cta co
dy. O cu6i doan diéu hanh 1a mét nhém cudi ngya dén
ti Winnemucca, Nevada. Ho cu6i nhiing con ngua
nhé dugc goi la Bashkir Curlies. Mot céi tén dugc
xuéng lén: premier danseur (ngudi muaa chinh) Rudolf
Nureyev dén tu Ufa, tht d6 ctia nudc Cong hoa xa
hoéi chu nghia X6 Viét tu tri Bashkir!. Nureyev la mot
ngudi Tatar. Liéu Bashkir Curlies c6 lién quan thé nao
v6i nhiing con ngua khde manh da mang nhiing ngudsi
Tatar qua thao nguyén Au-A?.

1. Trong khi Tuva la nudc Cong hoa Xa hdi chti nghia X6 Viét tu tri
cudi cung gia nhap Lién bang X6 Viét (ndm 1944), thi Bashkir - ndm
¢ phia tay cua day Ural - 1a nuéc dau tién (ndm 1919). Nhiing nguoi
Bashkir ban dia - theo dao Hoéi - 1a sy trdén lan cta ngusi Tho va
ngudi Mong C6 (d6 1a Tatar) va cac bo lac Finna-Ugric; vi thé ho ¢
quan h¢ véi nguoi Tuva.

1
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Toi c6 mot a0 mdng. D6 la ngay 1 thang Giéng nam 1989, va
toi lai mot 14n nita dang theo déi budi Diéu hanh Hoa Hong trén
tivi. Nguoi dan chuong trinh ndi, “Va bay gio, thua quy ba quy 6ng,
ching ta ¢6 mot nhom ky si tu Lién X0, ho dén tli Kyzyl, Tuva (véi
nhling ngudi suu tdp tem thi dé la Tannu Tuva), mot manh dat
gidu minh gitia Siberia va Mong C6. Nhiing ky si cta ching ta, hau
dué ctia cac chién binh ctia Genghis Khan, dang cuéi nhiing con
Bashkir Curlies do tram bao ton Bashkir Curlies cia Winnemucca,
Nevada, uu tién cho mugn. Ho dang trén dudng dén Bao tang Lich
sti Tu nhién cta hat Los Angeles, noi cudc trién lam ‘Nhiing nguoi
du muc Au-A sé dugc md ctia cudi thang nay”.

Quéng ba ghé that!

Khong lau sau khi t6i quay vé Los Angeles, c6 tin phan hai tu
Kapitsa. Bic dién dé ngay 16 thang Giéng, chi hai thang k€ ti khi
chung t6i gui 6ng ay biic telex bay to y dinh ctia chung toi vé viéc
glii mot ngudi lam phim va cac trg Iy nghién ctiu téi cac diém khao

cd hoc.

CHUNG TOI THONG BAO RANG DE LAM PHIM VIDEO VA
PHIM TAI LIEU PUA LEN SONG VE NHUNG NGUOI DU MUC
AU A CAC ONG NEN XIN PHEP ALEXANDER SURIKOV, CUC
TRUONG CUC PHIM XO VIET CUA HOI DPONG PHIM ANH
QUOC GIA, PIA CHI CHINH THUC LA SKATERNII PEREULOK
20, MOSCOW.

Chung t6i viét mot 1a thu 161 1€ than thién va nam ngay sau da
gtii n6 cho 6ng Surikov. D€ tiét kiém thai gian va tranh nham lan,

ching t6i dé nghi Surikov lién lac truc tiép véi Basilov dé giadi quyét
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cac chi tiét cu thé, va glii mot ban copy cho Kapitsa. Toi cling thong
bao cho Vainshtein v€ tién trinh cong viéc.

Trong khi chung t6i dang dgi cau tra 16i tit Cuc Phim X6 Viét
thi nhan dugc mot 14 thu dén tu Kyzyl - thu cia Maxim Munzuk!
Ngay lap ttic Richard va t6i phti bui nhiing cuén ti dién, cum tu va
thanh ngti, ciing nhu Cdm nang Tuva ctia minh. Dong dau rét cudc
l1a Munzuk cdm thay vui vi téi da xem Dersu Uzala; dong ti€p theo
noéi rang that tha vi thay toi da viét bang tiéng Tuva. Sau d6 1a mot
doan dai nhiing ti ma chung tdi chang biét dau dudi thé nao - diéu
gi do vé “cong viéc-muc dich’, “cudc sdng-diéu kién’, va “miéng-mon
qui”. Sau d6 13 mot s6 cum tit don gian hon: “O dau-tii?” va “Cong
viéc gi lam anh?” Cudi cung la nhiing tu Tuva “Mot-khong Tuva-téi
dén-anh-sé, gap-cung nhau sé chung ta”.

Toi da rat that vong. Ro rang la t6i sé khong thé gap ngoi sao
dién anh ndi tiéng quoc té cta Tuva.

“Cai gi lam c4u tin chac rang ‘mot-khong’ ngu y 1a Munzuk khong
thé gap cau?” Richard hoi.

(€49 »

Bir’ kha nang I6n 1a ‘mot, con ‘eves, thi chac chan la ‘khéng,
toi tra 1oi.

“Thé néu ‘mot-khong’ lam thanh mot t6 hop thi sao?” Tu trudng
hoi, ong luon kiém tra lai di liéu mét cach tin cdy trude khi dua
ra mot gia thuyét.

“C6 hang ta t6 hgp véi ‘mot™, toi noi, “nhung — A, nhin nay! bay
la ‘bir eves’ — trudc nay t6i chua bao gid nhin thay t6 hop nay. N6
c6 nghia la ‘esli’ trong tiéng Nga”. Toi ldy cudn tii dién Nga-Anh bo
tai. “Esli’ ¢6 nghia la ‘néu’ Vay cau dé phai hiéu la ‘Néu Tuva-téi

»

dén-anh-sé, gap-cung nhau sé chung ta.
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Vay la, t6i c6 thé gap ngdi sao dién anh Tuva — néu ching t6i dén
dugc Kyzyl. Nhe ca ngudi, ching téi quay sang doan dai ma chung
toi chua gidi nghia dugc.

Trong khi kiém tra lai nhiing tu trong t6 hgp, t6i tu dung
nhan ra: Munzuk lap lai chinh cdi cdu hoa my ma t6i da dung
dé lam day dan thém la thu gti anh 4y - theo sau d¢ la cau hoi
“0 dau-tu?”

Toi cuoi. “Toi co thé tudng tugng dugc la thu cta t6i da gay cho
anh dy cam gidc thé nao’, téi ndi. “Pau tién la mot dong ti Tuva
khap khiéng: “Toi Dersu Uzala California da xem. Nhiéu t6t-tot” Roi
ty dung tU dau ra cdi cau suon sé nay: “TU tan ddy long minh toi
chao miing anh, chic anh thanh cong trong su nghiép, doi dao stic
khoe, va hanh phuc trong cudc s6ng’ Nén chang ngac nhién khi anh
dy hoi ‘O dau-ti’: Mot cau qua vénh, né dap ngay vao mat!” Toi
nhén ra rang, v6i Ondar Daryma “tiéng Tuva” cua chung t6i cling
16n x0n nhu vay (va c6 1é con budn cudi nita).

Thang Hai qua di, chung t6i van chua c6 tin tic gi tii Cuc Phim
X6 Viét. Chung toi da glii mot buc telex cho Surikov dé€ hoi xem dng
ay da nhan dugc buc thu thang Giéng ctia ching t6i chua.

Khong hoi am.

Sau d6 toi nhin thady mot ban tin trén MacNeil/Lehrer Newshour
ma vai tro chinh trong dé la ba ngudi phu nit X6 Viét. Mot trong
s6 ho lam phién dich cho Phim X6 Viét! Toi nhanh chéng ghi lai
tén c6 - Yelena Zagrevskaya — va viét cho c6 dy: liéu co ay c6 thé

da nhin thdy la thu cta chung t6i gti Surikov?

1. Caunaylay 6 dau - ND
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Co Zagrevskaya tra 16i ngay lap ttic. Mdc du c6 khong con lam
viéc & Phim X6 Viét niia (cd 4y chi ghé lai d€ nhat 14 thu cuta t6i),
cO 4y phat hién ra rang ding 1a ho da nhan dugc 14 thu ctia ching
toi, va rang Phim X6 Viét da lién lac v6i vian phong cta Basilov -
nhung 6ng ay di cong tdc xa dén tan cudi thang Ba.

Dé giét thoi gian, t6i quyét dinh dat mua mot biic anh Landsat
mdi vé Tuva dé thay cho cai ma t6i da cho Sevyan Vainshtein. Lan
nay toi dat hai cai (chup & nhiing goc hoi khac nhau), va tht kiém
tra hiéu ting ba chiéu. Nhu lan trudc, t6i yéu cau ban in méi nhat
cua moi thi tii 49° dén 54° Bac va tu 88e t6i 99° Dong.

Khi nhéan dugc ban in, t6i lam mdt cudc kiém tra khong chinh
thtic bang cach tim xem cé bao nhiéu tdim anh Landsat vé Tuva véi
it hon 30 % may che phu da dugc chup mdi thang trong vong muoi
ndm qua. Thang Sau va thang Bay la nhiing thang tr&i quang nhat
(s0 anh tuong ting la 95 va 94 anh), con ti€p theo la thang Nam (70
anh). Thang Mud6i mot va thang Hai 1a nhiéu may nhat (15 anh moi
thang). Chung tdi sé gang dé dén Tuva vao thang Sau.!

Con ¢6 vai tin la la trong la thu gidi thiéu:

Thua Khach hang EOSAT,

Nhu quy khach c6 thé biét, bat dau tii mung 1 thang Bay ndm 1986,
EOSAT quyét dinh diing phi thu thap thong tin ddc biét dén cuoi
nam 1986. Phan hoi tu phia khach hang ctia chung téi la rat dong
tinh, va do d6, EOSAT da quyét dinh kéo dai thai gian mién loai phi
nay sudt nam 1987... Ngay ca quy khach muén dam bao rang canh

chup van it hon 30 % may che phu, phi van 1a 275 dola.

1. Khong nhat thiét la mdt ngay trong thang Sdu va thang Bay nhiéu nang hon gip sau lan
mot ngay trong thang Mudi mot va thang Hai: bai vi ngay mua he dai gap doi ngay mua
dong, nén co hoi chup anh, cho du do che phu thé nao, cling tang gap doi.
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Toi dién thoai cho EOSAT. “Cho t6i héi lai xem t6i hi€u c¢6 ding
khong”, toi ndi. “Néu téi muon cac anh hudng vé tinh vao mot vi
tri ddc biét trén trai dat — chi d€ cho t6i thoi — cic anh sé lam viéc
ay mién phi...”

“Dung vay’, nguoi ¢ dau di¢n thoai bén kia tra 16i, “tat nhién la
néu ngai mua anh & gia binh thuong”.

“Tat nhién rdi. Cac anh chuyp dnh c6 nhanh khong?”

“Trong vong 24 gid”, ngudi § dau bén kia ndi. “Chung t6i c6 cac
khach hang chinh pht va cong ty thudng xuyén yéu cau thong tin
md&i nhit - nhiing thong tin ki€éu nhu chay riing hay tran dau cé
th€ nhin thy trén cac anh Landsat. Ngai quan tdm dén noi nao?”

To6i chon ra mét noi & Tuva va doc cac toa do.

“O, toi xin 16, thua ngai. Phin d6 ctia thé gidi chua thé uéc dinh
dugc vi vé tinh ti€p nhan, dung dé€ truyén 1énh téi Landsat, da bi n6
tung cung vdi tau con thoi. Chung t6i da dinh dua né vao quy dao
dia tinh trén An P9 Duong”

Té6i luc do toi da nghi, chi c6 mot mai lién hé gitia Challenger
va Tuva - d¢ 1a Richard Feynman. Du sao di niia, cti x6c¢ t6i, toi da
dat mot cap anh co san, va da co kha nang thiy dugc hinh anh ba
chiéu kha t6t ctia ngon Savyan.

bau thang Ba, t6i dién thoai cho Christopher Sykes ¢ London dé
thong bao tinh trang tri tré méi day. Chris ndi rang minh méi néi
chuyén v6i mot ngudi suu tam tham, ngudi nay viia mdéi di du lich
dén nhiing khu vuc da tling la khu vic cam cta Lién X0, va cho toi
s dién thoai cua ong ta.

Ngu6i suu tdm tham cho mot 16i khuyén nhu sau: mang mdy anh
hodc may quay video vao nhiing khu vic cdm cta Lién X6 la mot

viéc duong nhu khong thé — chi méi viéc ban than anh vao dugc
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d4y ciing da dt kho réi. Ong 4y ciing tu van, “Hay & cing mét nhém
ban”. Toi khong biét phai lam gi v6i 161 khuyén do.

Vai ngay sau t6i nhan dugc mot bic dién bang tiéng Dic tu kénh
sau ctia chung t6i: “SOVINFILM IST EINVERSTANDEN” - Phim
X0 Viét dong !

Vai ngay sau niia, Bdo tang nhan dugc mot 14 thu cta Basilov, rd

rang la dugc viét ngay trudc khi anh dy r6i Moscow:

Gido su A. P. Kapitsa da dua cho t6i ban copy 14 thu ctia cac 6ng
dé ngay 21 thang Giéng, 1987, gti t6i Alexander Surikov cta Phim
X0 Viét ...Toi dé nghi cac ong gui cho ho cang sém cang tot mot
thu mdéi cling vé chu dé nay véi nhiing thong tin chinh xdc sau day:

1) Cac o6ng dinh gui bao nhiéu ngudi dén Lién Xo;

2) Ho tén, chtic vu cta ho, etc;

3) Nhiing noi cac 6ng dinh dén tham quan;

4) Nhom sé & lai Lién X0 trong bao lau;

5) Liéu cac dng sé mang may anh va cassette cua riéng minh;

6) Cac 6ng sé can su trg giup va hop tac gi tt Phim X6 Viét. Co
1& 1a nén yéu cau sy gitup do cua ho thi tot hon; néu khong thi ho sé
chang c6 ly do gi d€ gidm sit hodc tham gia vao cong viéc lam phim

video ctia cac Ong.

Roi Basilov ggi y chin dia diém nén dén tham véi Tuva & gitia

danh sach. Anh ay ti€p tuc:

Néu cac 6ng dugc phép thuc hién chuong trinh cta minh (hoac
it nhat mot phan ctia nd), nhom céac 6ng chac chin sé nhan dugce su
huéng dan ti cac chuyén gia ctia Vién Han 1am Khoa hoc.
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Keller, Olson, Feynman va t6i ban luan xem nén lam gi ti€p theo.
To6i nhac lai 161 khuyén cua Basilov ltc néi chuyén véi Glen va to6i
& Thuy Dién, rang Sykes khong nén dén Tuva dudi danh nghia dai
dién cua BBC: “Néu khong, Truyén hinh X6 Viét sé can thiép vao, va
ho sé ct cac dai dién di cing cac anh & khap noi”. Gig, tii Moscow,
Basilov lai choi mot giai di¢u khac: “Co 1é nén nhd sy gitup d6 cua
Phim X6 Viét thi t6t hon; néu khong thi ho sé chang c6 ly do gi
dé€ giam sat hodc tham gia vao cdng viéc lam phim video cua cac
ong”. Chung t6i khong cé ly do dé€ nghi, Phim X6 Viét cé gi khac
v6i Truyén hinh X6 Viét, vay lam sao chung t6i c6 thé hoa giai dugc
nhiing 16i khuyén trai ngugc ctia Basilov?

“Nhiing 16i khuyén nay khong han 12 trai ngugc nhau”, Tu trudng
nhan xét. “Néu chung ta chdp nhéin rang Basilov khong thé viét mot
cach ty do tii Moscow, anh ta cd 1é phai dién dat 16i khuyén cta
minh mot cach cin than: néu ching ta nhd sy giup dé cta Phim
X0 Viét, ho sé phai giam sat cong viéc clia ching ta - ma ching ta
khong muon diéu do”

ROi t6i nhac lai 161 khuyén ctia ngudi suu tdm tham: “Hay & ciing
mot nhom ban” Bay gid thi 16i khuyén nay tré nén rd nghia.

“Noi cach khac, khong doi ngua gitia dong’, Keller noi. Kapitsa
da hat chuang toi khdi con ngua Vién Han lam; chung t6i khong c6
“ban” & Phim X0 Viét.

Chung t6i vach ra mdt ké hoach: lich sy giti Phim X6 Viét & mot
khoang cach, mém déo giti kha nang vé mot chuyén di lam phim
tron goi vao ndm 1988 (c6 nghia la tién cho Phim X6 Viét); trong
khi d6, gang & lai trén con ngya Vién Han lam, v6i “nhém ban” ban
dau cta chung to6i. Chung t6i gtii cac thu theo dudng toc hanh t6i

Phim X0 Viét, Kapitsa, va Basilov, nhan manh riang chuyén di ndm
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1987 ctia chung tdi cht yéu nham cac muc dich lién quan véi cudc
trién lam; do d6 chung téi mong rang né dugc sip x€p bsi Vién
Han 1am Khoa hoc.

Am chi nhiing con ngya ctia Keller da 1am hoéi sinh 40 mdng Diéu
hanh Hoa Hong cta to6i. Toi lién lac véi Hiép héi Diéu hanh Hoa Hong
va c6 dugc dia chi ctia Tram bao ton Bashkir Curly & Winnemuca,
Nevada. Toi ciing biét dugc phai tén bao nhiéu dé dugc tham gia mot
nhom cudi ngua trong budi Diéu hanh: do phi bao hiém trach nhiém
phap ly, phi tham gia da 1én t6i 35 dola cho mot ky si.

Bay gio thi lai ¢6 viéc ma chung t6i c6 thé gang dudgc, t6i ty nht.
Quang cdo toan quoc trén TV chi véi 35 dola cho mot ky si thi qua
hoi r6i! Han cudi dang ky cho cudc Diéu Hanh 1989 1a thang Nam
nam 1988, vay t6i c6 hon mot nam dé€ hoan tat dé€ an nay. Toi c6 thé
tién hanh nhiing chuén bi ban dau trong chuyén di sap téi ctia chiing
toi dén Tuva: tat cd nhiing gi t6i can lam 1a c6 dugc tdm anh mau
ctia mot ngudi Tuva mdc trang phuc dan toéc dang cudi ngua. Cho
du rat tam dac, t6i quyét dinh khong ndi gi véi Keller va Olson vé ké
hoach nay cho dén khi né chin mudi. Réi ho c6 thé quyét dinh xem
Bao tang c¢6 muon hién dién trong Diéu hanh Hoa Hong hay khong.

Vao cudi thang Ba t6i nhan dugc mot la thu tii Lamin:

Xin hay cho biét quyét dinh cudi cing vé ké hoach & thim
Novosibirsk va Tuva ctia anh...

Giam doc ctia Hoc vién Tuva, TS. Y. Aranchy da dong y va to
chtic d€ ngay dén Tuva clia ching ta la mong 10 thang Bay, khong
muoén hon 15 thang Bay... Chung ta sé & d6 khoang 10 ngay... Theo
cac dong nghiép Tuva cua chung tdi thi khoang thoi gian nhu thé
la du dé:
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1)
2)

3)

4)
5)
6)

xem tat ca cac thang canh & thu d6 Kyzyl cta Tuva;

tham Vién Ngon ngt, Van hoc va Lich st Tuva va gdp cac cong
tac vién;

c6 moét chuyén di dén Arzhan [diém khai quét cta tim dong 16n
tt thoi Scythia thé hién mot con bdo cudn lai (dugc gidi thiéu
trong cudn sach vé nghé thuat Tuva ctia Vainshtein va la tac phdm
ndi bat trong Trién lam Nhiing ngudi du muc)];

tham trang trai san xudt rugu stia ngua;

tham vai dia diém tha vi 6 Tuva;

thoa man nhting quan tam khac ctia anh lién quan t6i khdm pha
Tuva va lich st ctia né.

...Gi¢ la nhiing gidy t6 can thiét cho visa. Ralph thdn mén, anh

phai ndp don vao Dai st quan X0 Viét hay Lanh su quan X0 Viét va

14y mot mau don xin visa dac biét cho khach, dién don, va dang ky

chinh thtc. Sau do, anh gtii don xin visa da dang ky ay cho toi cang

s6m cang tot... Nhan dugc don nay, t6i sé gui gidy mai cta anh theo

con dudng riéng hodc qua Bo Ngoai giao Lién Xo.

Dy la budc cudi cung dé€ hoan tat cic tha tuc cin thiét va chinh

thiic hoa chuyén viéng tham.

Vé phia t6i, tat ca cac tht tuc khac cling nhu cac thoa thuan déu

da dugc hoan tat.

Mong sém gap lai anh.

Vladimor Lamin.

Chiéc “xe trugt tuyét thi hai” ciia Lamin da san sang khoi hanh.

Gio day tuy thudc vao Phoebe va tdi c6 chap nhan 1én xe hay khong.

Toi thao luan véi Tu trudng vé 161 mai ctia Lamin khi nghi giai

lao gilia cdc man tréng.
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“Hién tai ta dang gap khé khéan ngay ca dé Phim X6 Viét va Vién
Han lam Khoa hoc cong nhan 1a da nhan dugc cac telex cua chung
ta’, 6ng noi. “Trdi lai, 6ng Lamin, & Novosibirsk, dang gidi quyét moi
viéc theo sang kién riéng, c6 gang gitp ta hét stic minh”

To6i nhac lai rang, nhiing nguoi My duy nhat da dén dugc Tuva -
Owen Lattimore va, sau do, ba nha thuc vat hoc - déu di theo cach
da dugc sap xép & Novosibirsk. “Van dé 1a, Lamin chi c6 thé mai

mot trong chung ta’, toi than.

“Tam thdi ct cho 1a, Novosibirsk 1a con dudng duy nhat dé dén
dugc Tuva’, Richard tra 16i. “Néu ding 1a nhu vay thi cau va Phoebe
nén di dén d6 trudc cing v6i Lamin va chuin bi moi thu dé sau dé
tat ca chuing ta c6 thé di cung nhau”,

“D6 khong phai la cdi cach ma chung ta tru tinh’, t6i ndi. “Nhung
néu do 1a cach duy nhat dé€ tat ca chung ta co6 thé di dugc, thi toi sé
lam. Du sao, viéc gtii di don visa cta toi ciing chdng phién todi gi”

Ngay hom sau, tdi gti thu xin cdc mau don visa ddc biét nhu
Lamin da chi dan. Dong thai, tdi cling xin cdc mau don visa thong
thudng cho tat ca chung toi: toi da doc thay la & Lién X6 moi viéc
thudng dugc giai quyét tic téc vao phut chot; cac du khach cé kinh
nghiém ké rang ban thuong nhén dugc visa X6 Viét chi mot ngay
trugc khi 1én duong, nén tot nhat la dién day du cac don cua minh
tu trudc.

Vi gidc ma dén Tuva tii phia nam ctia ching tdi van chua tét hén,
toi cling viét cho dai st quan Moéng C6 & London.! Theo cach nay

1. Mac du quan hé ngoai giao gitia My va Mong Cé viia dugc thiét 1ap vao thang Giéng
nam d6 (1987), nhung van chua c6 Dai st quan Mong C8 & Washington D.C. Do phu
thudc vao Trung Qudc (va sau nay la Dai Loan), My da tu chéi cong nhan nén doc lap
ctia Mong C6 trong sau muadi lam ndm.
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ching t6i c6 thé mang cac don xin visa da dién day du t6i Dai St
Quéan Mong C6 & Moscow d€ gidi quyét ngay tai cho.

Vao cudi thang Tu, Christopher Sykes mién cudng bo tén cta
minh ra khoi danh sach nhiing ngudi tham gia chuyén di Tuva, vi
anh &y phai thuc hién cac cong viéc da cam két vao mua he. Anh ay
dé xudt mdt nguoi thay thé tuyét voi: Andre Singer, mdt chang trai
ngudi Anh tré trung nhanh nhen, mét gido su thinh gidng 6 USC,
ngay doi dién bén kia pho véi Bao tang Lich st Tu nhién. Singer s&
h@iu nhiing thanh tich an tugng: mot nha nhan chiung hoc dugc dao
tao bai ban, anh da lam phim vé ngudi du muc & Sinkiang! va 6 hanh
lang Wakhan ctia Afghanistan, vét dit 6 Hindu Kush phén tach cac
dé quoc Nga va Anh. Singer da dén Lién X6 vai lan va da gdp Basilov.

Keller md&i Singer dén gdp chung t6i & Bao tang. Cau hdi dau
tién ctia TS. Singer la: mot khi da c6 nguoi Scythia, ngudi Hun va
ngudi Thd ¢ xua, sao trién 1am khong cé phan vé ngusi Mong Co,
phan vi dai nhat vé “Nhiing ngudi du muc ctia hoang d€”, ma anh
hudng cta né dén tan hom nay van con cam nhan dugc trong cau
trac cua nha nudc X6 Viét? Keller, Olson, Feynman va t6i nhan ra
rang chung t6i chang hiéu biét gi vé chi dé dang quan tim va théng
nhat ring Singer chinh 1a d6i tac thich hgp cua Basilov. Anh 4y da
ngay lap tiic dugc ton la giam doc trién lam Nhiing ngudi Du muc.

Con v6i ké hoach 1am phim video vé nhiing diém khao c¢6 hoc
cua chung t6i, Singer dé nghi rang dau tién anh 4y sé quay Owen
Lattimore, chuyén gia c6 uy tin nhat thé giéi vé nhiing ngusi du

muc ndi A. Singer da quen biét riéng vi chuyén gia nay. Sau d6 véi

1. BO phim tai liéu ctia anh &y Kazakhs: Nhiing nguidi cuidi ngra Trung Quéc da dugc trinh
chiéu trén PBS.
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su ho trg ctia mdt trong cic sinh vién sau dai hoc v€ nhan chung
hoc ctia 6ng 4y, nhom con lai chung t6i sé t6i Tuva va tim kiém
nhiing biéu hién duong thoi ctia hinh thai du muc nhu Lattimore
da mo ta. Néu chung t6i mang vé dugc cac bang video tu liéu tot
thi Singer c6 thé dung n6 dé tim tai trg can thiét cho mot bo phim
tu liéu hoan chinh vao nam 1988.!

Vai ngay sau Singer lién lac dugc véi Basilov bang dién thoai.
Mac du viéc thém phan Mong C6 vao trién lam sé nay sinh thém
rat nhiéu viéc, nhung Basilov da dong y - cd 1€ la do kinh trong su
tham gia cia Owen Lattimore vao du an nay. Gi¢ thi sé cé6 hon mot
ngan hién vat, by suu tap 16n nhat ti trudc dén nay sé dugc dua tu
Lién X0 sang MY.

Khi sap sang thang Nam, chung t6i cang lo lang hon vé chuyén
di. Chung t6i van chua nghe thay gi mot cach chinh thtc tt Phim
X6 Viét hay tii Vién Han lam Khoa hoc. Du vy, toi van ddt cho bay
ti Los Angeles dén Moscow vao ba ngay khac nhau trén ba dudng
bay khac nhau. Sau d6, hét ngay nay sang ngay khdc, t6i bat TV hang
gio dong ho mai lan: Richard Secord dang trinh dién mdt tro giai tri
tuyét voi nhat trén TV ti sau vu Watergate. Khi 161 khai cua Secord
da hét, t6i khong thé lam ngo trudce sy im ling ctia Moscow ldu hon
ntia. Hai thang da trdi qua ké tii khi ching téi thong bao véi Phim
X6 Viét va Vién Han lam Khoa hoc riang, ching t6i muén Vién Han
lam sap xép chuyén di cho minh. Pugc Bao tang cho phép, tu toi

goi dién cho Basilov va néi v6i anh 4y vé su lo lang cua ching toi.

1. Singer nhac nhé chung toi rang, mdt cach chinh thtic thi du muc khong con ton tai &
Lién bang X6 Viét - nhung anh 4y tin 1a chung t6i sé gap dugc nhiéu hinh anh & Tuva.
Tuy nhién, dé tranh lam cho cht nha ctia minh lung ting, ching t6i sé tiép tuc ndi rang
muc tiéu ctia minh 1 cédc diém khao cé.
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“Toi hiéu, Ralph”, Basilov tra 16i theo cai cach tron tru dac trung
cta anh ay. “Md6i day t6i nhan dugc mot 14 thu ti bdo tang ctia anh
vGi thong tin nay. S€ khon ngoan hon nhiéu néu cac anh khong lién
lac chinh thtc véi Vién Han 1am Khoa hoc, béi vi lién lac chinh
thic v6i Phim X6 Viét sé loi hon cho cac anh’.

K& hoach choi v6i cing “mot nhom ban” ctia chung t6i khong
van hanh dugc. Vi ly do gi d6, Vién Han lam Khoa hoc khong muén
chap nhan chung t6i. Chung t6i bi ket v6i Phim X6 Viét.

ROi toi bay 6 lo lang ctia minh vé viéc thoi gian sap hét.

“Toi hi€u, Ralph. Toi viia méi tli Anh vé. Toi sé ty minh tham
gia thuong thao v6i Phim X6 Viét, va c6 gang ddy nhanh tién do.
Nhung thuc t€ 13, toi ching la gi d6i v6i ho. Ho chi c6 mot do6i tac,
va doé 1a cac anh, phia My. Toi chi c6 thé cho ho vai ggi y va loi
khuyén”. Basilov dé nghi tap trung nhiing no luc cta ching toi vao
mot dién hep hon.

Keller gtii mot telex khac cho Phim X6 Viét:

THUA NGAI SURIKOV,

XIN HAY THONG BAO CHO CHUNG TOI VE HIEN TRANG PE
NGHI CUA CHUNG TOI, VA CHI PHI CUA CHUNG TOI CHO
CHUYEN DI DU KIEN VAO NGAY 28 THANG SAU NAM 1987.
XIN XEM CAC LA THU NGAY 21 THANG GIENG VA 24 THANG
BA. QUAN TAM NHAT TOI CAC PHAN KAZAKH - KIRGHIZ,
ALTAI - TUVA. CHUNG TOI NHAN MANH CHUYEN DI NAY
CHI PE TAO CHAT LIEU VIDEO BAN PAU, KHONG LAM PHIM
TAI LIEU THUC THU. CHUYEN DI NAY LA CAN THIET DE
CO PUQC TAI TRO CHO MOT PHIM TAI LIEU TRON VEN, SE
PUQC LAM CUNG CAC NGAI VAO NAM 1988, XIN HAY GUI
TELEX C/O FEYNMAN, 188192 CALTECH PSD.
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Bon ngay sau, mot buic telex dén Caltech:

THUA TS. KELLER:

CHUNG TOI MUON THONG BAO VOI NGAI RANG, DU AN
CUA NGAI, NHUNG NGUOI DU MUC AU-A, HIEN DANG
PUCC CHUAN BI BOI PHIM XO VIET CUNG VOI VIEN HAN
LAM KHOA HOC LIEN XO. PHIM XO VIET LA TO CHUC DUY
NHAT GIAI QUYET CAC PHUONG TIEN TAC NGHIEP CHO
CAC CONG TY NUGC NGOAI BE LAM PHIM O LIEN XO.
NHUNG LOI CHUC TOT DEP NHAT,

ALEXANDER SURIKOV, CHU TICH.

Cuoi cuing cling da dap lai!

Toéi bat dau tich cuc nghién ngdm nhing t¢ phiéu mau vang
ctia minh - nhiing cum ti Tuva trén cac phi€u nay da tré thanh
nhiing ciu thdanh ca ma t6i cd xudng di xudng lai khi bi tac
duong. Trén nhiing doan dudng thodng, t6i hoa theo tiéng dong
co diesel trdam manh cua chiéc xe bang mot man trinh dién hat
giong hong rat yéu.

Cu6i thang Nam, mot cdu bé ngudi Duc 19 tudi da thanh cong
trong mot tro mao hiém cho thay viéc én médc nhu nhiing ngudi chin
ctiu va 1én vao Tuva xem ra c6 vé don gidn: vao Ngay ctia nhiing
ngudi linh bién phong, Matthias Rust bay trén mot chiéc Cessna tu
Phan Lan sang Moscow, bay sat Kremlin vai lan, va ha canh xuéng
Quang trudng Do. Midc du cdu ta c6 thé da thanh cong trong “su
ménh hoa binh” clia minh bang cach trao cho Gorbachev mot ly do
dé sa thai vi B trudng Qudc phong bao tht, Rust da phai boc lich
trong tu moét thoi gian vi ky tich ctia minh.
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Trong suot hai tuan dau tién cua thang Sau - gio t6i lugt Elliot
Abrams, Albert Hakim va Fawn Hall lam chiing vé€ Iran-Contra - ct
cach ngay t6i lai dién dam véi Basilov. Téi gio, tién dién thoai va
telex clia ching t6i c6 thé da d dé mua mot vé may bay hai chiéu
di Moscow, diéu do lam chung t6i suy nghi, nén chang mot trong
chung t6i bay tién phong va tién hanh thuong thao truc ti€p. Du
sao di niia, Basilov thong bao rang Altai va Kazakhstan van chua
cap phép, con Tuva va Kirghizia da dong y roi.

“Tuyét!” Toi dap 16, tim dap thinh thich. “Pon xin visa ctia ching
toi da sdn sang! Hom nay t6i sé guii chung bang chuyén phat nhanh
t6i Dai st quan Xo Viét!”

Bao tang ngay lap ttic gui telex cho Phim X6 Viét va dé nghi xac
nhén chinh thtic vé chuyén di ctia ching tdi trudc ngay 17 thang Sau.

Ngay 17 thang Sau dén va di ma khong c6 phan hoi tu Phim
X0 Viét.

Thém nhiéu cuc goi téi Basilov, nhung van khong c6 xac nhin
nao cta Phim X6 Viét. Cai gi dang gay ra su cham tré nay? Toi da
budc phai hty hai trong ba cum cho trén cac chuyén bay ma to6i da
ddt trudc.

Thomas Luehrsen, mdt sinh vién sau dai hoc nganh nhan chung
hoc cuing di v6i Andre Singer, trudc day da tling dén Lién X0 - cling
nhu Indonesia va Trung Qudc. Cau ay budt miéng, “Sao cac dng
khong hdi thang xem Phim X6 Viét mudn bao nhiéu tién dé€ xac
nhan chuyén di ctia ching ta?”

Nghe c6 vé tho, nhung chung t6i & thé dudng cliing roi.

Hom sau, Basilov thong bao rang Phim X6 Viét can 50.000 rup -

hon 80.000 dola — dé lo liéu cho chuyén di sau tuan cta ching toi!
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“Ho han nghi ching ta 13 mot bon san xudt phim Hollywood
thanh dat nhat!” t6i ndi. Ching t6i ban luan xem c6 thé chi bao
nhiéu cho toan by chuyén di va diing lai & giéi han 14.000 rup.
Cung vd6i Keller, chung t6i nhanh chong thao mot telex va gui né
cho Phim X6 Viét:

THUA NGAI SURIKOV,

TOI RAT VUI BUQC BIET PHIM XO VIET SE SAP XEP CHUYEN
PI THU THAP TU LIEU LAM PHIM. CHUNG TOI CO THE CHI
14.000 RUP DE TRA MOI PHI TON (TRU AN UONG) CHO BAY
THANH VIEN TRONG 30 NGAY.

CHUYEN BAY TIEP THEO DUY NHAT CO THE CUA CHUNG
TOI PEN MOSCOW NGAY 5 THANG BAY. BE NHAN BUGC
VISA DPUNG LUC, HAY GUI NGAY THU MOI PEN TOI BANG
TELEX HOAC PIEN TIN XAC NHAN CHUYEN bI VOI TEN
NHUNG NGUOI THAM GIA: GLEN COWAN, RICHARD VA
GWENETH FEYNMAN, PHOEBE KWAN, RALPH LEIGHTON,
THOMAS LUEHRSEN, VA JAMES OLSON. (ONG SYKES KHONG
THE THAM GIA.)

NHUNG LOI CHUC TOT DEP NHAT.
PETER KELLER C/O RICHARD FEYNMAN 188192 CALTECH PSD

Khong hoi am.

Toi lai goi cho Basilov. Anh ta néi chuyén di ctia chung t6i dang
dugc gidi quyét bdi mot phu ni tén la Marina, va cho ching téi so
dién thoai ctia ba 4y & Phim X6 Viét. Han cudi dé€ hay cho da dat
cta chang toi tii Los Angeles di Moscow chi con mét ngay niia.

Tuyét vong, toi da gti di buc telex sau:

11 - 233



CHU Y! KHAN: NEU NHU CHUNG TOI KHONG NHAN bUGC
THU MOI CHINH THUC CUA CAC VI HOM NAY, CHUNG TOI
SE MAT CHO MAY BAY.

T6i hom dé, toi goi dién dén Phim X6 Viét va néi chuyén véi
Marina, Tu trudng khuyén t6i nén than thién (than thién lam diu
cing thang, dng noi), mic du chung toi da tic phit dién 1én vé6i cich
hanh xt cta Phim X6 Viét. Toi hdi Marina vé tinh trang chuyén di
cua chung toi.

“Chung t0i, tai thai diém nay, dang sap xép moi viéc’, ba 4y noi.

“Ba cd thé lam on cho t6i biét ching t6i phai trd bao nhiéu cho
chuyén di nay?”

“Toi khong biét chinh xac”, Marina dap. “Co 1€ 28.000 hay 29.000
rup - ¢6 thé hon” Ba ta ct nhu la Mafia dinh gia bao ké cho mot
ctia hang pizza.

“Chung t6i chi c6 14.000 rup dé€ chi trd’, téi phan ing mot cach
buodn rau. “Vi sao lai ton nhiéu nhu vay?”

“Anh sé can thém vé. Anh sé can thém d6 dac...” Cdi bong ma
cua Marina va bang con do Phim X6 Viét cti bam theo chung t6i
— do chung tdi chi trd, khong it hon - choc ttic t6i. Du vay, t6i van
cO to ra than thién.

Marina han da nghi t6i 1a mot thing ngdc.

Sang hom sau, Tu trudng goi toi.

“Nay, anh ban, c6 moét buc telex ctia Phim X6 Viét dén sang nay...”

“That a?”

“U, dé t6i doc né cho ciu nghe:
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“THUA TS. KELLER,

BUC TELEX NAY LA PE XAC NHAN RANG GLEN COWAN,
RICHARD VA GWENETH FEYNMAN, PHOEBE KWAN, RALPH
LEIGHTON, THOMAS LUEHRSEN, VA JAMES OLSON A PUGC
MOI THAM GIA CHUYEN PI THU THAP TU LIEU LAM PHIM
TAI LIEN XO TU 5 THANG BAY DEN 10 THANG TAM. VE VIEC
NAY, XIN HAY GUI SO TIEN TUONG DUONG 14.000 RUP O TY
GIA RAXEEE HIEN TAI VAO TAI KHOAN #179562 CUA NGAN
HANG KINH TE bOI NGOAT”

“That ky la, Tu trudng’, t6i noéi. “Toi viia ndi chuyén véi Marina
t6i hom qua, va ba ta bao rang ching ta sé phai trd cho chuyén di
nhiéu hon hai lan con s6 d¢”

“Cau ndi chuyén véi ba ta khi nao?”

“Luc ntia dém, gio cua ta — 11 gio sang 6 Moscow”.

“Rai, btic telex nay dugc gti di luc 4 gid 45 chiéu 6 Moscow va
do Surikov ky. To6i nghi 6ng ta da bac bo y kién ctia Marina. Toi
nghi chung ta 6n roi!”

“Hy vong la nhu vay, Tu truéng’”.

“Hay goi cho Keller bén Bao tang xem ong ay noi gi”.

Keller khuyén chung toi lién lac v6i Sylvan Marshall, ludt su &
Washington D.C., nguéi da gitp 6ng thuong thdo ban nghi dinh
thu v6i nhiing ngudi X6 Viét. Toi doc btic telex cua Phim X6 Viét
cho 6ng Marshall nghe, va hoi ngay vé cai ty gia “RAXEEE” dugc
néu trong btic telex nay.

“Tat nhién, cé moét ty gia chinh thuc — khoang 1,65 dola én mot
rup. Nhung t6i chua bao gi¢ nghe vé ty gia RAXEEE”.
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ROi t6i ké v6i Marshall vé sy khong an khép gitia cudc noéi chuyén
cua tdi v6i Marina va buc telex ti Surikov.

Marshall khuyén ching t6i gtii ngay buic telex sau day:

THUA NGAI SURIKOV,

CAM ON NGAI PA GUI LOI MOI CHO CHUYEN PI TU 5
THANG BAY PEN 10 THANG TAM. CHUNG TOI SAN SANG
CHUYEN SO POLA MY TUONG PUONG VOI 14.000 RUP. XIN
HAY KHANG DINH BANG TELEX HOM NAY RANG SO TIEN
NAY LA TAT CA NHUNG GI CHUNG TOI PHAI TRA CHO CHI
PHI TONG THE (TRU AN UONG) CHO TOAN BO CHUYEN DI
O LIEN XO. KHONG CO CAC NGUON TIEN BO SUNG. THEM
NUA, HAY XAC NHAN NHUNG KHU VUC MA CHUNG TOI
SE THAM. CAN TRA LOI NGAY.

NHUNG LOI CHUC TOT DEP NHAT,

PETER KELLER C/O RICHARD FEYNMAN 188192 CALTECH PSD.

Trong khi chung t6i dgi trd 16i cta Phim X0 Viét, Tu trudng da
luan giai ty gia RAXEEE la gi: “Ro rang la khong cé cach nao dé
x6a cai gl do trén may telex, nén anh danh ct viét EEE sau cho bi
16i. Va nhu thé, RAXEEE chi 1a mot cho 161,

Trong khi t6i c6 gang thuyét phuc hang hang khong git choé cho
chung t6i thém mot ngay niia, ching t6i cing thang chd doi trd 16i
cua Phim X6 Viét. Sdng hom sau t6i dién thoai cho ngudi quan ly

mady telex ctia Caltech. Vang, cé moét telex cho chung toi:

LIEN QUAN VOI CHUYEN PI THU THAP TU LIEU LAM PHIM CUA
CAC NGAI, CAC NGAI CO THE GUI SO TIEN TUONG PUONG
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10.000 RUP VAO TAI KHOAN MANG SO #179562 CUA NGAN HANG
KINH TE DOI NGOAL PHAN CON LAI SE PUOC THUONG THAO
KHI CAC NGAI PEN MOSCOW VAO 5 THANG BAY.

Gi¢ thi chung t6i da chdc chan rang Phim X6 Viét [a mot bang
mafia Nga!

“Teé vao chung!” Tu trudng cudi mia. “Toi sé chang day dua gi vdi
Phim X6 Viét ntia!” Toi dé nghi gui cho Surikov mot buic telex bon
chit: HAY XUONG DIA NGUC. Nhung Andre Singer, viia méi quay
vé€ tli chuyén lam phim Owen Lattimore, khuyén ching t6i rang theo
th6i quen mua ban ngoai chg & vung Trung A, thi chung ta khong
thé la nhiing ngudi bo cudc mac ca: chung ta phai ép cho phia bén
kia lam viéc dy. Tu trudng ngay lap ttic dong y véi y kién do. Hon
niia, Phim X6 Viét van la co hoi tot nhit dé ching tdi cing nhau
dén dugc Tuva - chung t6i khong thé gac kiém béy gio! Chung toi
gui di buc telex sau:

THUA NGAI SURIKOV

THAT KHONG MAY, 14.000 RUP LA TAT CA NHUNG GI
CHUNG TOI CcO THE KIEM DPUQC. TAT NHIEN CHUNG
TOI KHONG THE PEN MOSCOW NEU BIET RANG SO TIEN
CHUNG TOI PHAI TRA VUOT QUA NGAN QUY CUA MINH,
NEN CHUNG TOI PA HUY DPAT CHO CUA MINH CHO
CHUYEN BAY NGAY 5 THANG BAY. CHUNG TOI SE RAT
BIET ON NEU NGAI CO THE KHANG DINH LIEU CHUYEN
PI PHAI HUY BAY GIO HOAC VAN CON MOT HANH TRINH
HAN CHE HON VOI 14.000 RUP.

DU KET QUA RA SAO, CHUNG TOI CAM ON TAT CA CAC
NGAIL NHAT LA MARINA, MA RALPH DA GAP TREN DIEN
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THOAI VE NO LUC CUA CAC NGAI TRONG VIEC CO GANG
GIUP CHUNG TOL.

NHUNG LOI CHUC TOT DEP NHAT,
PETER KELLER C/O RICHARD FEYNMAN 188192 CALTECH PSD

Mot tuan troi qua khong cé phan hoi. Con ngua ma chung t6i
dugc bado la hay cam cuong va cudi dén Tuva da phi nudc dai di

mat dén nhiing dong cd xanh hon.
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NMhong chong
coo baoi Catalino

Khong lau sau ngay 4 thang Bay, t6i nghe thay mot
ban tin trén National Public Radio vé Lién hoan Phim
Quoc té€ Moscow. Bong nhién Moscow trd thanh diém
dén. Nudc Nga thoi thugng. Cac ngoi sao dién anh
tt khap noi trén thé gidi tu hoi vé Quang trudng Do.
Gorbachev tré thanh mot ngodi sao truyén thong, lay
di vi tri n6i bat cua Ronald Reagan, nguoi dang sa lay
trong viing bun Iran-Contra.

Lién hoan dugc t§ chitc bdi Uy ban Quéc gia
X0 Viét vé Nghé thuit Dién anh (Goskino) va co
quan truc thudc ctia n6, Phim X6 Viét. “Thao nao
ma chuyén di cua chung ta bi bd roi’, to6i néi véi
Richard. “Véi Phim X6 Viét, viéc sap xép mot chuyén
cam trai cho cac cong tac vién nghién ctu Bao tang
xem nhiing ngudi du muc & mot noi héo lanh thi

chi toan la phién todi va khong lgi bang sap xép cac

=
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khach san ndm sao cho nhiing ngudi ndi tiéng thé giéi dén xem
phim & Moscow™.

Chung t6i t6i ngdi nha bén bd bién ctia Richard & Mexico dé€ nghi
ngoi va thu gian. Hang ngay, Tu trudng dao bd kha lau trén bai bién
va lam viéc ma ong thich nhat - dé 1a suy nghi.

Mot budi chiéu, 6ng loang choang vao nha va roi phich xuong
chiéc gh€ sofa 16n trong phong khach. “Anh ban, t6i 1a mét anh hung
thuc thy”, ong noi, hét stic mét mai.

“Toi biét diéu do chu, Tu trudng; nhung, cai gi lam 6ng ndi ra
nhu vay vao lic nay?”

“Toi viia mé6i ciiu mot cau bé Mexico va hai ngudi dan 6ng tham
gia ctiu cau 4y, khoi bi chét dudi”. Toi khong thé tudng tugng dugc,
bang cich nao Tu trudng, mot ngudi vua trdi qua cudc dai phau
ung thu lan th ba chi chin thang trudc (va trong nhiéu nam da bi
chiing loan nhip tim va huyét ap cao deo bam), lai c6 thé vugt qua
dugc mot tht thach nhu vay. Nudc & khu Playa de la Mision trén
bo “Thai Binh Duong” thi cé khi nao yén a dau.

“Nhung d6 khong phai diéu t6i té nhat”, ong tiép tuc. “D€ cam
ta toi, nhiing nguoi phu ni trén bai bién dd mai t6i miy con so
séng véi sOt cay. Toi tudng minh ching bao gid c6 thé nudt dugc”

Khi chung t6i quay lai Pasadena, m¢t 1a thu dang dgi t6i. Lamin
thong bdo rang van phong visa dia phuong khong thé xem xét visa
ctia chting t6i cho dén khi 6ng trd vé tii Nhat. (Ong 4y tham Osaka
hai thang cung v6i mdt trién lam X6 Viét khac.) “Xe trugt tuyét”
thu hai cta chung téi cling bi dch lai.

Vai tuan sau, Richard va t6i dén gdp TS. Keller va Gido su

Gary Seaman ctia USC dé€ ban vé nhiing su kién sdp tGi. Gido su
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Seaman t6 chiic mét cudc hoi thdo vao cudi thang Chin dé phéi
hgp céc ké hoach cho cudc trién lam, hdi nghi chuyén dé caa né
va lién hoan phim tai liéu vé nhiing ngudi du muc Au-A. Y tudng
ctia Seaman la mdi Owen Lattimore va Richard Feynman lam chu
tich danh duy cta hdi thao (that [a mot budi gdp mat véi nhiing
nguoi xudt chung!), Kapitsa va Basilov dai dién cho Vién Han lam
Khoa hoc Lién X0, va Surikov dai dién cho Phim X6 Viét. Néu
nhu moi chuyén dién ra tot dep - d6 13, Surikov c6 chuyén tham
Disneyland - thi chung t6i c6 thé khéi dong lai chuyén di da du
dinh va t6i Tuva vao thang Mudi.

Toi ciing dé nghi mdi Maxim Munzuk t6i hoi nghi. “Biét dau
Munzuk du stc dé kéo chung ta dén Tuva’, tdi n6i. “It ra anh dy co
thé nhin thdy Hollywood va lam mét vong Vién Han 1am nghé thuat
va khoa hoc Dién énh, noi da trao cho Dersu Uzala giai Oscar ma
co6 1é anh ay chua bao gio nhin thay”.

“V6i toi thi viéc do dugc thoi”, TS. Keller néi. “Nhung Kapitsa da
yéu cau la vg Ong ay sé di cung, va Bao tang da dong y chi vé may
bay cho ba &y — vay la lai thém mdt vé hang nhat t6i Los Angeles.
Ngoai ra, Kapitsa va Basilov da ba bdn lan yéu cau chung t6i gui lai
gidy mdi — no cu bi that lac & dau dé trén dudng di. Toi khong thay
lam thé nao d€ c6 co hdi cho ai d6 ti Tuva”

Chung t6i van cti tht moi, nhung Keller da dung: Munzuk da
khong thé chdp nhén 161 moi cua ching téi. Surikov xin thi 16i vé
viéc nay, noi rang o6ng ta da c6 nhiing cam két tu trudc.

Sap sang thang Chin, Bao tang lién hé véi bd phén 1€ tan cua
Hat Los Angeles. Gia dinh Kapitsa va Basilov sé dugc dua di quanh

Los Angeles bang mot chiéc limousine dic biét; lich hoat dong cua
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ho bao gbm mot 1€ don tiép ddc biét & Ban Lanh dao ctia Hat, vai
biia tiéc toi sang trong, va, tit nhién, mua sam & khu Beverly Hills.

Y tudng cta Richard 12 tiép dii nha Kapitsa khong nhu nhiing
khich VIP ma nhu nhiing ngudi binh thudng. Ong sén sang moi
ho nghi 6 nha minh (Basilov s€ 6 mot nha hang x6m nao do¢), va
dua ho di cam trai - d€ chi cho ngai Pho Chu tich Vién Han lam
Khoa hoc thay cach thiic ma chung téi thich di du ngoan & Tuva.

Bao tang lay phong cho cac vi khach dac biét cia minh & Khach
san Bel Air, an minh gitia khu nha dan dep nhat cia Los Angeles.

Nhiing ngudi X0 Viét dén Los Angeles vao mot t6i thi Bay, va
TS. Keller da ra dén ho & san bay. Ngay lap tuc thay ré vi sao Diéu
21 cta nghi dinh thu nhan manh, “Véi phai doan chinh thtc cua
Vién Han 1lam Khoa hoc Lién X0, khach san va vé mdy bay phai la
hang nhat”: vong bung ctia Kapitsa it nhat la 127cm!

Pyotr Kapitsa, b cua Andrei, da doat gidi Nobel vat ly ndm 1978
vé nhiing nghién ctu ctia 6ng vao nhiing nam 1930.! Yéu cau dau
tién cta Andrei véi Keller la gitp 6ng ta ldy tién bang dién tin tu
mot nha biang Thuy Dién.

Trong khi gia dinh Kapitsa thu gian & khach san vao ngay Chu
nhat, t6i dan Basilov di quanh Los Angeles. Khi chung t6i di loanh
quanh cac vung lan cin da dan tdc, tdi c6 thé thay la Vladimir dang
sOt rudt: anh ay muon thuc hién muc tiéu cta minh, dé la boi ra
ti bo phia dong ctia Thai Binh Duong (anh dy da tling boi & gan
Vladivostok), nén ching toi di vé phia bai bién Venice va boi a0 mét
cdi & vinh Santa Monica ching sach sé gi vi 6 nhiém.

1. Ratnén doc tom tat tiéu st dic sic cua Kapitsa bo trong Bdch khoa toan thu Britannica
(xuat ban lan thu 15)
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Toi hom do, gidam doc Bao tang Lich st Ty nhién, TS. Black va
vg ong, TS. Black (Vg 6ng cling c¢6 bang tién si.) chiéu dai nhiing
ngudi Xo Viét.

Ngay hom sau, thu Hai, gia dinh Kapitsa dugc dan di xem xudng
nghé ctia hai nhiép anh gia no6i tiéng Harold va Erica Van Pelt. Trong
khi do, Basilov t6i vién Bao Tang d€ bat dau ban vé cudc trién lam.

T6i hom do6 t6i lugt nha Feynman chiéu dai nhiing ngudi X6 Viét.
Bat chudc Bao tang, Gweneth thué hai ngudi chu hang an cao cap,
lay ra bd d6 an bang bac dep nhit cia minh, va chudn bi ca ngay
cho btia an. Chiéu mudn, t6i lai xe cua b6 vg dén khach san. (Xe
cta toi qua nho va khong co diéu hoa.) Toi go ctia phong Basilov,
danh thuc anh gitia gidc ngu sdu. Trong khi Vladimir mac quén ao,
toi sang phong bén dé goi gia dinh Kapitsa.

Phé Chu tich Vién Han lam Khoa hoc Lién X6 mac mot chiéc do
so-mi ngan tay cl cd thé la san phdm ctia K-Mart nhing nam 60.
Nhin thdy t6i v6i so-mi trang va cra-vat quin quanh c6, Kapitsa hoi,
“Anh c6 nghi la Gido su Feynman sé khong vui néu t6i nay chung
toi an mdc khong trang trong lam?”

“Khong c6 van dé gi dau” Toi trd 16i mdt cach vui vé. Toi goi
dién ngay cho Tu trudéng va noéi véi ong tin vui nay.

Basilov xudt hién ngay — 4o khodc va cra-vat — va ching t6i lai xe vé
Pasadena. Trén duodng di, ching t6i trao d6i doi chuat vé Tuva. Toi dinh
ndi, “Tai sao ong lai ddy chung t6i sang Phim X6 Viét?” nhung da kip
giti miéng: c6 thé Kapitsa sé tu minh gitp chung téi t6i dugc Tuva -
gio 6ng da tu chuyén viéc dy dén California. Diéu do sé tuy thudc vao
viéc Ong ay an y véi Richard t6i muc nao. Dugc khich 1¢ béi cach an
madc xué xoa cua Kapitsa, t6i nhac dén uéc mudn ctia Feynman dugc
dén thdm Tuva nhu mét ngudi binh thuong hon la mét khach VIP.
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Kapitsa mim cudi. “D€ bao vé danh tinh ctia Feynman, ching toi
c6 thé 1am cho 6ng 4y mdt visa dudi cai tén Fenimore Cooper’,! 6ng
ay noi, luu y su tuong tu vé tén goi gitia Tu trudng va mot nha van My
(t6i chua bao gid nghe vé nha vdn nay, toi ngugng ngung thifa nhan.)

Budi tbi da dién ra tuyét vai. Véi su vui vé cia Gweneth, Kapitsa
ké dai dong nhiing cau chuyén kho tin vé cac cudc tham hiém téi
chau Phi va Nam Cuc, cdc cugc phiéu luu & Alaska (6ng ta da ¢ do
v6i tu cach 6 van clia mot tap doan xay dung dudng dng Alaska),
va chuyén tham cta 6ng t6i mot co s6 tang dat cai dong bang vinh
ctiu 6 - mot noi khong ngo téi — Arizona. Chi moét 1an nay, Feynman
danh phai dém theo “That sao?” va “That kho tin!”

Andrei va Richard ngay lap ttc tré thanh ban. Ho ban vé da van
dé, k& ca nhiing trai nghiém khong may dé chiu cua Richard 6 Italia
va Phan Lan véi cac doan khoa hoc X6 Viét day nhiing mat vu KGB.

“Vién Han lam Khoa hoc da tling bi Mafia Moscow diéu khién’,
Andrei néi. “Nhung gi¢ thi kha hon r6i. Chung t6i da tong khi hét
mat vu KGB”.

Toi luu y rang méc du Brezhnev da bat Sakharov di day & Gorky,
Vién Han 1am Khoa hoc chua bao gio roi bé Sakharov, van tra 6ng
luong huu hang thang va gi nguyén cdn h¢ cting nhu nha nghi cta
ong danh doi 6ng trd ve.

Feynman van cti khong thoai mai véi y tudng chinh thitic thim
Moscow va gdp cac nha khoa hoc, ngay ca sau khi da tham Tuva.
“Tuy nhién cé moét s6 nha khoa hoc ma t6i rat quan tam dén cong

trinh ctia ho’, 6ng noi.

1. James Fenimore Cooper (1789-1851) la nha véin ndi tiéng ngudi My, chuyén viét tiéu
thuyét lich st - ND
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“Ong c6 thé gip riéng ho”, Andrei dap 16i “Ralph da néi véi toi
rang 6ng muodn dén tham Tuva mot cach lang 1€ thé nao. Chung
toi tham chi da ban tinh viéc cap cho 6ng mot visa dudi cai tén
Fenimore Cooper!”

Tu trudng rét thich y tudng nay. Moi ngudi mim cuoi — k€& ca
Basilov, anh 4y chi chuc chim lai vao gidc ngt sdu ctia minh.

Khi 1ai xe dua nhiing ngudi X0 Viét trd lai khach san, t6i hoi ho
muon xem gi ¢ California - Cong vién Qudc gia Yosemite chang han?

“Toi van ludn mudn dugc xem Yosemite”, Andrei néi. “Ching toi
sé rat, rat vui néu c6 thé dén d¢”.

“Toi sé noi v6i Bao tang va co thu x€p viéc nay’, Toi dap 16i.

“Chung t6i cting muon xem Oakland”, Andrei néi.

“Oakland? Téi chang biét thid gi § Oakland ngoai Quang trudng
Jack London”

“Do6 chinh la cai ma ching t6i muon nhin thay. Jack London rat
ndi tiéng & Lién X0"

“Toi co thé hiéu dugc diéu dd”, toi noi, co 14y lai khi thé sau
cai lan dé€ 1o ra sy thiéu hiéu biét dang xau ho trudc day cua
minh. “Téi da doc Tiéng goi noi hoang da khi con & trung hoc
phd thong”.

Hoém sau t6i goi cho Bo phan X6 Viét 6 BO Ngoai giao, va dugc
biét 1a ching t6i c¢6 thé dua nhiing ngusi X6 Viét di bat cti dau
trong nudc My, mién la ching t6i thong bao naoi sé dén. Thé la toi
goi dién cho Bao tang va dugc chdp nhan dé dua gia dinh Kapitsa
t6i Yosemite va Oakland.

Hom sau TS. Keller va t6i dan nhiing ngusi X6 Viét di quanh
Disneyland. Andrei ghi lai moi thi vao chiéc may quay Sony Video
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8 ma ong 4y da mua & Nhat trong mot chuyén di gan day. Trong khi
ching t6i ban luin vé cac hé video, Andrei ké lai nguyén vong ctia
cau em trai Sergei cia minh. Cau nay phu trach mot chuong trinh
tivi vé khoa hoc thudng thiic cho thanh thiéu nién & Lién X6 va
muon tim mot bd chuyén déi cho céi anten dia vé tinh ciia minh dé
c6 thé thu dugc cac kénh trén dai Ku méi. Gia dinh Kapitsa thuong
xuyén xem cdc dai truyén hinh My va Tay Au, ghi lai cic chuong
trinh ctia BBC va cdc dai khdc trén cdc may thu video da hé cua ho.
(Hai hom sau t6i da tim thdy mot bo chuyén déi nhu vay.)

Vao tht Sdu moi ngudi di sang USC dé tham du hoi thao do
gido su Seaman t6 chuc. That ti€c, Owen Lattimore khong thé c6
mat: 6ng da bi dot quy vai tuan sau cudc phong van v6i Andre
Singer, va khong thé néi dugc. Vi thé, Richard Feynman la chu tich
danh dy duy nhat cua hoi thao. Loi khai mac cua 6ng, doc trong
biia saing thudc chuong trinh lam viéc, da diém lai mot cach ngan
gon nhiing su kién dudng nhu khong tudng da dan dén cudc tu
hoi quoc té do.

Trong khi TS. Keller doc 161 chao miing riéng cta minh, Basilov,
ngdi bén trai toi, nhoai ngudi sang va nho toéi giup anh ta mot
viéc: theo phép xa giao Nga, khi mot ngudi néi vé ngudi khac mot
cach trinh trong thi ngudi noéi phai dung tén riéng va tén dém,
chu khong dung ho. Vi du, Basilov goi Kapitsa, sép cua minh, la
“Andrei Petrovich” Basilov khong nhé tén dém cua ba Kapitsa, va
qua ngugng dé hadi ba diéu do. La mot ngudi My, tdi cd thé goi ba
ay la “ba Kapitsa” ma khong bi cho la bat lich su.

“Ba Kapitsa’, toi noi, “Toi rat muon dugc biét tén dém cta ba”

“0, dugc thoi’, ba tra 16i, “anh c6 thé ci goi toi 1a Eugenia — hay

Zhenia, néu anh thich”
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Toi cudi tham khi nghi dén sy that vong cua Basilov vé ké hoach
kho xti cia minh. Du sao, t6i nghi 1a minh gang giup anh ta thi tét
hon, nén t6i no6i. “Cam on ba, Eugenia. Toi biét tén dém ctia chong
ba la Petrovich; to6i chi mudn biét la v6i truong hgp cta phu nii thi
thé nao”.

“Tén dém cua t6i la Alexandrovna”, ba n6i. “Tén ctia b toi la
Alexander”.

“Toi hiéu”, t6i no6i, nhay mat véi Basilov, anh 4y chi hoi gat dau
ra hiéu.

Sau biia sang, nhiing ngudi tham gia hdi thao di ngang qua pho
sang Bao tang. Tu trudng kha mét nén tdi dua dng vé nha.

T6i hom do6 c6 budi ti€p dai chinh thic tai gia dinh Black danh
cho nhiing ngudi tham gia hoi thdo. C6 nii tiép vién, noi do xe,
giai tri bang mot cdp balalaika, va rat nhiéu triing c4, banh blintze,
va nhiing mén ngon khac ctia Nga — chua néi dén moét lugng du
da vodka va cac thic uéng c6 con khac. Trong s6 nhiéu mon qua
tang cho cac vi khach danh du cé chiéc “Chia khéa vao Hat”, that
qua pho truong.

Richard danh gan cé budi t6i d€ néi chuyén véi Gido Su Li Youyi
cua Vién Han lam Khoa hoc Xa héi Trung Quoc vé lich st va khoa
hoc Trung Quoc. Tu trudng rat quan tam dén viéc lam thé nao ma
Trung Qudéc da tién bo rat sém vé khoa hoc nhu thé, nhung sau
dé6 lai bi Iin sau vao mé tin. Ong da doc khé nhiéu vé vin dé nay,
va TS. Li rat vui.

Ho ciing ndi vé Tuva. TS. Li cho biét c6 khodng vai ngan ngudi
Tuva séng & day Altai, phia cuc bac cta Sinkiang, gan bién gidi
Mong C6, va noéi chac rang dng ay c6 thé sap xép cho chung toi

mot chuyén di dén noi d6. Khi Richard ké véi toi vé tin nay, toi
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Nha t6 chitic qudc té cac trién lam bao tang dang thudng thiic mot cd¢c nude
da cung trg ly ctia minh tai bu6i tiép don cac khach VIP X6 Viét. (Pugc su
cho phép ctia Bdo tang Lich st Ty nhién hat Los Angeles.)

noi, “Tuyét! Nhiing ngudi Tuva & Sinkiang co 1€ it bi pha phach béi
nhiing ngudi bén ngoai hon la nhiing ngudi Tuva 6 trong Tuva. Va
trén duong di 1én phia bac ti Uriimchi, chiing ta c6 thé diing lai va
dit mot dai ky niém cho trung tam thuc thu clia chau A”!

Khi Phoebe va t6i chuin bi rdi budi chiéu dai, téi hoi gia dinh
Kapitsa xem hom sau ho thich tham du héi thao 6 USC, hay di xem
vai danh thiang & Los Angeles. Cau tra 16i dugc nhan manh la: ho
muon dugc xem cac danh thang — nhat 1a Bao tang J. Paul Getty.

1. Néu doc gia khong d€'y, xin xem lai cht thich & trang 88.
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To6i biét rang thuong thi muon vao Bao tang Getty phai dang ky
trugc. Cac phong trung bay ctia bao tang nay dugc dat trong mot
ban sao ctia mét biét thy Roman, dugc xdy trén dinh moét khu dé
xe. V1 thé, khi t6i dén dén gia dinh Kapitsa vao ngay hom sau, t6i
da no6i ho mang theo “Chia khoa vao Hat”.

Khi chung t6i dén Bao tang Getty, bdo vé hoéi tén toi. Toi noi.
“Leighton”.

“Toi khong thay tén 6ng trong danh sach ding ky, 6ng Leighton”,
anh ta néi.

“To6i khong c6 thai gian d€ dang ky”, tdi ndi. “Viia t6i hom qua cac
vi khach mdéi hoi t6i xem liéu ho cé thé tham bao tang tuyét voi ctia
cac anh khong. Ho dén tu Lién X0, va sé 6 Los Angeles chi vai ngay””

“Toi rat tiéc, nhung néu khong dang ky trudc thi cac 6ng khong
thé vao”.

Toi lay ra chiéc chia khoa cau ky tli cai hop trang trong ctia nd.
“Cai nay co giup dugc gi khong?” Toi hoi.

“Vao di”, ngudi bao vé ndi véi mdt thai do khong dé chiu lam.
“Hay bao nhiing ngudi Nga nén biét song hoa thuan”.

Kapitsa cuoi.

Hom sau, tat cd nhiing ngudi tham gia hoi thao dugc dua di tham
Santa Catalina, mdt hon ddo nam cach Los Angeles 25 ddm vé phia
tay nam, & day USC c6 mot tram nghién ctu. Thuyén di mat chin
muoi phut qua bién nudc song vé bap bénh. Mat trdi choc thiing
tang may khi chung t6i rdi thuyén va di vé nha hang dung biia trua
da dugc dit trudc.

Chung tdi khong thé khong d€ y dén mot nhom dan 6ng hoat nao
dang ngdi udng bia phia ngoai trén mot san gbé rong. Tat cd bon ho
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déu mang cac by do cao boi - mi, quan, tng, dinh thuc ngua - ct
nhu trong phim anh. Nhung khi téi nghe 1é6m dugc cau chuyén cua
ho thi t6i da lang di vi kinh ngac: khong phai tét day da thu¢c hay
quéang day bat cdc con vat, ma ho ndi vé lai sudt, bat dong san, va
nhiing dau tu gan day nhat trén pho Wall.

Trong dam cao boi thanh thi nay n6i lén hai nhén vat dac biét.
Mot la anh chang rau mép ram ngudi Mexico-M¥, tu hao vé tai san
cua minh, mang cdi mi to vanh rdng - giong nhu Pancho Villa.!
Ngudi kia, mot ngudi co tudi, trong nhu ong ta viia két thuc mot
ngay tham do khoang san vat va, dang huyén thuyén mot cau chuyén
dién r6 nao do, lam moi ngudi cudi nghiéng nga, thi bong nhién
ong ta nhin thay Tu truéng va noi, “Nay Dick!”

Khuoén mit ctua Richard sang lén. “Zorth!” 6ng kéu to. D¢ la
Jirayr Zorthian, mot nghé si Altadena lap di ma Richard da quen
biét nhiéu nam.

Cudc hdi ngd khong thé dep hon ngay ca néu né da dugce sap
dat tu trudec.

Trong khi Kapitsa thich thu quay video vé nhiing dau vét con lai
nay ctia nén van hdéa du muc chau My, Basilov ding nghiém chup anh
cung mot cao bdi gy yéu dang hon vao ma anh. Nhiing chang cao
bdi bao thu vé chinh tri ngay lap tdc trd thanh nhiing nha ngoai giao
cong dan, rut cac do trang tri trén ma cta ho ra dé€ trao d6i. Nhiing
chiéc mi cao bdi cuia ntia ta thanh vién Los Caballeros gio dugc trang

tri thém bang nhiing chiéc ghim tti Vién Han lam Khoa hoc Lién Xo.

1. Tén that la Jose Doroteo Arango Arambula (1878-1923), mét lanh tu cach mang cta
Mexico - ND
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Trén dudng quay vé tu ddo Catalina, Andrei Kapitsa
da hta rang chinh ong 4y sé lo liéu dé Vién Han lam
Khoa hoc Lién X6 sap x€p chuyén di Tuva cho Richard,
Glen va t6i — cung v6i Gweneth Feynman, Phoebe Kwan
va Thomas Luehrsen. Ong dé nghi méi ngudi ching toi
viét ho tén day dua va ngay thang ndm sinh ctia minh;
ching toi c6 thé giii sau cho 6ng danh sach chi tiét
nhiing danh thing muén dén tham & Tuva. Chung t6i
sé€ di vao thang Nam hodc thang Sdu nam 1988.

Vi Richard van con mét sau cdi hom & Catalina nén
ong da ruat lui khéi chuyén di téi Yosemite va Oakland.
Gweneth cling & nha do cam thay stic khoe cua chong
minh khong dugc tot.

Khi Phoebe va to6i vé lai Los Angeles, chung toi
dugc biét Richard da trai qua phau thuat ung thu - lan
tht 4. Nhung Tu trudng da nhanh chéng hoi phuc tré
lai: mot bac si tré da thti nghiém mot ky thuat méi -
tiém gay té ngoai mang cing — cho phép Richard ths
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mot cach dé dang mac du c6 chédn thuong & bung, nhd thé tranh

dugc nhiing bién chiing thuong gap, trong d6 c6 viém phoi. Sau

mot tuan, 6ng da dugc ra vién.

Mot hodc hai ngay sau, chung t6i nhan dugc moét 14 thu - viét

bang chiéc may chit Tuva — ti ngudi ban thu tt 1au nay cta ching

toi, Ondar Daryma:

Gti Ralph,

Ra sao song anh? Ddc biét-quan tam cai gi? [Co gi méGi?] Tuva-tdi
bao gi¢ dén anh? Ai-tat ca dén-sé?... Khi dén, anh nhiing goc dep cta
Tuva-dua t6i chung t6i. TU noi huéng t6i dé anh gia dinh toi-cung,
ban beé-cung gap sé. Cac sudi nudc nong cua Tuva, nhiing ving dat
lich st, nhiing nguoi chdn dat (ngua, bo, lac da...), va nhiing ngudi
thg sdn mang chung toi.. ..

Anh ca nhan nhiing ngudi ban-cung Tuva lién quan bo phim
mau - quay da dugc bi€t dén da hoan thanh? N6 cudi mua he nay,
bat ddu mua thu - lam xong c6 thé t6t ....[C6 vé nhu Ondar da nghe
vé chuyén di lam phim ctia ching t6i va nghi rdng n6 van sé dién ra!]

Ong Richard Feynman-t6i, Glen Cowan-t6i, va gia dinh anh-t6i
ngudn-tlii con Song Lén (Yeinsei) nhiing 16i chao am ap d6 day toi.
Anh-t6i manh nhu-thép stic khoe, hanh phuc, sdng lau, hoa binh vi
tat ca cac bén-cung thanh cong chuc toi.

Duong-t6i tot mang di tdi-ctia anh chuc ching t6i!

Gap mat-tdi 16i chao! Lén-véi [cam on] d6 day toi!

Daryma Ondar Kish - Chalaevich.

bugc khich 1¢ bdi nhiing 16i cia Ondar, Tu trudng di bd hang

ngay cung véi ban cta minh tit Kyzyl t6i Shagonar, réi t6i Chadan,

va cuoi cung la di sudt ca con dudng t6i Teeli, lan nay tudng tugng
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la ngudi ban trén thu tlii ctia chung toi gidi thiéu chung toéi véi
nhiing ngudi thg san va nhiing ngudi chdn gia stc doc trén dudng
di. Trong it tudn, Richard da tr& lai day & Caltech.

Trong khi dé, TS. Keller dua nhiing ngudi X6 Viét t6i Denver
(diém dling ti€p theo trong tua Nhiing ngudsi Du muc), va téi
Washington, D.C., tai day cudc trién lam sé két thuc & Smithsonian
vao dau ndm 1990. Khi quay vé, Keller da rat buc minh: Kapitsa da
nhat dinh doi phai s6m nhén dugc tién chi tiéu hang ngay - bang
tién mat — tu tui cta Keller. Mac du sau nay Keller sé dugc thanh
toan lai, ting xt tho thién ctua Kapitsa da lam xdu thém quan hé
vGi cht nha: 6ng ta da khong thong bao cho khach san Bel Air vé
chuyén di ctia minh téi Yosemite va Oakland, lam cho Bao tang
phai trd thém bén dém khéach san - cdng véi vai biia an 150 dola
ddt mang tan phong.

Dinh diém la, mot nhan vién FBI dot nhién xuat hién va hoi
Keller vé viéc Phé Chu tich Vién Han lam Khoa hoc Lién X6 tham
Oakland, noi cé kho tang cta quan doi va 1a mot trung tam ti€p té
16n ctia hai quan. Mdc du t6i da nhac Keller rang Bo Ngoai giao ndi
1a khong c6 van dé gi, nhung FBI thi van chua yén dau.

Dt sao, tit goc do ctia chung tdi, Kapitsa da cho chung téi mot
bao dam chiac chan nhit ring chung toi sé dén dugc Tuva - véi su
chi trd ctia Vién Han lam Khoa hoc, khong it hon!

bau thang Mudi mdt, Phoebe va t6i nhan dugc mot la thu cua
Lamin, viia tr¢ vé tu Nhat. Nhiing gidy t6 chinh thic ctia chung
toi dugc gtii kem: Chung t6i cé thé t6i Novosibirsk va di tiép dén
Tuva bat cu luc nao trudc ngay 27 thang Giéng 1988. Néu chung toi
muon di vao mua hé nam 1988 thi chung t6i phai bat dau lai qua

trinh nop ho so ngay lap tuc.
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Bai vi ching t6i da nhan dugc 161 htta cta Kapitsa rang tit ca
chung t6i sé cung di t6i Tuva, nén téi lich sy tu choéi 16i mai cua
Lamin vé chuyén di mtia dong 1987 — 88. Tuy nhién, t6i da ndi rang
néu chuyén di hia hen cua Kapitsa khong thanh, thi Phoebe va toi
sé vui mung dugc tham Novosibirsk vao muia he 1988.

Vao ngay 7 thang Mudi hai ndm 1987, t6i nhan dugc btic dién

bao sau day.

QUYET PINH BAN PAU VE GIAY MOI CUA CAC ANH DA
XONG. TS. BASILOV DA THAM TUVA VA GAP NHUNG NGUOI
CO LIEN QUAN DEN CHUONG TRINH. TOI HY VONG TRONG
THANG MUOI HAI CAC ANH SE NHAN bUOC GIAY MOI
CHINH THUC.... NHUNG LOI CHUC TOT BEP NHAT VA CHUC
RICHARD MANH KHOE.

GUT LOI CHAO TOT DEP NHAT TOI MM. FEYNMAN VA FEBE.
KAPITSA.

Sau khi gui 16i cdm on ctia chung t6i téi Andrei va Eugenia, t6i goi
dién cho Chris Sykes. “Néu anh muén néi chuyén véi ching t6i trudce
khi chiing t6i biét chac rang minh sé di dugc, thi anh nén dén sém”

Sykes tra 16i, “Toi van chua tim dugc chat tién nao dé€ 1lam phim,
nhung du sao t6i cling sé qua, ngay sau Nam mai”.

Trong khi d6, ngay trudc Gidng Sinh, t6i nhan dugc moét 14 thu
(bang tiéng Nga) tu Tuva:

Gti Ralph,
Mot ngudi dong nghiép ctia Daryma dang viét cho anh tu Kyzyl.
Ong 4y da cho t6i xem cic 14 thu ctia anh. Téi da néi chuyén véi
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Vainshtein, 6ng ndi rang b phim cta tdi, Nhiing Bai hdt cia Tuva,
sé dugc chiéu 6 trién lam nay. Toéi mudn biét vé trién lam nay. Hay
viét cho t6i, néu anh c6 thé.

Toi dang ban nghién ctiu am nhac dan gian Tuva va t6i nghién
ctiu hat giong hong. Trudc day khong lau, mot nha am nhac dan
toc cua My, Theodore Levin, da dén cung vé6i nhi€ép anh gia Karen
Sherlock tit Wisconsin. Toi da cung ho thu thap dugc nhiéu chat liéu,
va chung toi sé dua vao mot dia chung, Lién X6-My. !

Nhan dip nay t6i chic anh mt Gidng sinh vui vé.

Zoya Kyrgysovna Kyrgys.

Tré lai hoi 1982, t6i nhé Levin, lién quan véi David Hykes va Doi
hop ca Hoa am. Levin cu6i cung cing da dén dugc Tuva!

To6i goi dién cho Levin va hdi xem bang cidch nao anh ay da lam
dugc diéu do. Levin cé quan hé rong rai 6 Moscow, do 1a nhd viéc
sap x€p cac tua hoa nhac cho cac nhac si My tai Lién X6. Anh la
thanh vién cta hiép hdi nhac si X6 Viét va c6 tai khoan ngan hang
tién Rap. Toi nghi, 1an nay, may ngudi My da c6 thé dén dugc Tuva
qua Moscow.

Levin da ndi rang nguoi Tuva van chua quen véi nhiing nguoi
nudéc ngoai, va ho da quét son lai theo ding nghia den mot khach
san & noi do Kyzyl cho anh ay va Sherlock. Cho nao ho di dén ciing
giong nhu mot lang Potemkin2 moi tht da dugc sap xép trudec,
chang c6 gi la ty nhién ca. “Chung to6i dy dinh quay lai vao mua
he t6i, anh 4y noi. “Toi nghi lan nay chung toi sé c6 thé dén dugc

1. Ban ghi 4m nay (bing va CD) c6 tén Tuva: Nhiing giong hdt tii Trung tdm chau A, xudt
hién nam 1990 dudi nhan hiéu Smithsonia/Folkways (danh muc catalog SF - 40017)
2. Mot thanh ngii Nga, ngu y mot lang nguy tao, dugc dung lén chi d€ gay an tugng - ND
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nhting ving héo lanh, gid thi chung t6i da vugt qua dugc nhiing
kho khén trong chuyén di dau tién”

Toi héi tai sao anh &y lai mang theo mot thg anh. “Chung t6i dang
chudn bi mot bai bao cho National Geographic”, anh dy ndi. (Sau nay
toi dugc biét rang Levin da chju cling s6 phan nhu chung téi da chiu:
anh ay bi ltia bdi mot cay but thudc bién ché ctia Geographic, bai bao
clia ngudi nay lai vi€t vé mot vung lan can - lan nay do 1a Siberia.)

Vao cudi thang Giéng 1988, Chris Sykes dén tii London dé phong
van Richard. Tu truéng thuong hay bi mét va doi khi chan nan.
Nhung khi 6ng bat dau ndéi vé Tuva thi cam giac dau 6m cua 6ng
bién mat. Guong mat dng sang 1én, d6i mat 6ng 1ap lanh, long nhiét
thanh véi cudc doi ctia 6ng rat dé 1ay lan sang ngudi khéc. Xen gitia
nhting cau chuyén, chung t6i go vai nhip ctt quen thudc trén nhiing
chiéc trong ctia minh.! Du6ng nhu v6i moi ngudi quanh 6ng, su khé
chiu va tinh trang 6m yéu cua Richard la thu¢c vé tam ly.

Du vay, hai ngay sau khi Sykes hoan thanh viéc quay phim, Tu
trudng da dén gdp bac singi khoa ctia minh. “Ngay ca néu dé la van
dé tam ly thi lam vai xét nghiém cling chang hai gi”. Béc si Kim ndi.

Khi két qua dugc tra vé, Bac si Kim noi, “Gidao su Feynman, tot
hon hét 1a 6ng hay dén UCLA..”

Chua day mot tuan sau, thdéi gian song mugn thém cta Tu trudng
da hét. Ong da qua doi vao ngay 15 thidng Hai - trung véi Mardi
Gras cua nam 19882. Toi tuong tugng linh hon cua con ngudi hai

1. Phong van nay da tré thanh “Cudc san tim Tahnu Tuva” trén BBC va “Cudc phiéu luu
cudi cung ctia mot thién tai” trén PBS. Mot phong van khac ctia Sykes vé Feynman, “Niém
vui kham phad’, ¢ thé xem véi thoi gian han ché trén Trao d6i Tuva, ww.tuvatrader.com
(xem “Niém vui kham pha’, NXB Tré 2009).

2. Mardi Gras 1a ngay cu6i ciing trudc khi bat dau 40 ngay chuén bi cho Lé Phuc sinh theo
truyén théng ctia nhitng ngudi Au My - ND

256 - RICHARD FEYNMAN



hoa nay tat vao Rio du mot dém vit hoi trén con dudng di dén noi
ddc bi¢t ay trong trai tim chung ta.

Tin vé cai chét cua Feynman dén Moscow kha mudn. Vao dau
thang Ba, Gweneth nhan dugc mot 14 thu dé ngay 19 thang Hai,
1988. Phan tiéu dé cta la thu dudc trang tri v6i hai hinh ban than
cua Lenin. La thu viét:

Thua Gido su R. P. Feynman,

Toi c6 vinh hanh 16n dugc moi 6ng, vg dng va bon dong nghiép
cta 6ng dén tham Lién X6 nhu cac vi khach cua Vién Han lam Khoa
hoc Lién X6é.

Toi da dugc vién si thong tan cua Vién Han lam Khoa hoc Lién
X0, Gido su A. P. Kapitsa, cho biét ring 6ng mudn dén tham nudc
cong hoa Tuva va lam quen vé6i nhiing thang canh & d6. Chung t6i
cho rang thoi gian thuén tién nhat cho chuyén di nhu vay la khoang
thang Nam va thang Sau ndm nay. Chuyén di ctia 6ng sé mat khoang
ba dén bon tuan.

To6i hy vong rdng trong chuyén di ctia minh 6ng sé bé tri dugc
thoi gian dé€ gap cac dong nghiép X6 Viét & Novosibirsk va Moscow,
nhiing ngudi chac chan biét rd vé nhiing hoat dong ciing nhu cac
cong trinh ctia 6ng va sé rat vui dugc gap ong.

Xin luu y rang Vién Han 1lam Khoa hoc Lién X0 sé chi tra cac phi
ton cho ong va dong nghiép clia 6ng trong thoi gian luu lai & Lién Xo.
Chan thanh,

Vién si E. P.Velikhov.
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Loi ket

Giong nhu Magellan!, Richard Feynman da thuc
hién chuyén di cudi cling ctia minh trong tam tri va
trai tim ctia ching ta. Qua nguon cam hiing ma ong
mang lai cho nhiing ngusi khéc, uéc mo cua 6ng da
tu tréd thanh hién thuc.

Céu chuyén Tuva van ti€p noi, ngay ca lac nay khi
toi dang viét. That kho dé€ biét dugc nén két thuc viéc
ké cau chuyén nay & dau, nén toi sé chi tom tat mot
vai diém chinh:

Vainshtein khuyén khich nhiing ngudi con lai
chung t6i nhan 16i moi ctia Vién Han lam. Nhung
khi chung t6i thong bao cho Velikhov va Kapitsa nhiéu
lan vé mong mudn tham Tuva cua minh, céc tin gui
di cua chung t6i khong c6 hoi am. Sau nay t6i nghe
dugc tu Basilov rang sé phai lam mot gidy mai khac.
(Diéu nay da ching bao gi¢ xdy ra.)

1. Ferdinand Magellan, nha tham hiém ngusi B6 Pao Nha, dugc xem
la ngu6i dau tién di vong quanh thé giéi - ND

Y
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Phoebe va tdi quyét dinh nhan 161 mdéi riéng cua Lamin t6i tham
Novosibirsk vao thang Sdu. Chung t6i di theo dudng qua Nhat, diing
lai & Nara dé gap Vainshtein tai cudc trién lam Con duong To lua cuc
16n dang gia 82 triéu dola dang dién ra & do, trudc khi “nhay” sang
Novosibirsk qua Niigata, Khabarovsk, va Bratsk. Sau ba ngay goi di¢n
bang thé tii nhiéu ban beé ctia anh 4y trong DPang, Lamin - mdt trong
cac cht nha cua Nixon trong chuyén di “Tranh luan Bép nuc” nam
1959 ctia 6ng dy t6i Lién X0 — da thanh cong trong viéc ki€ém cho
chung t6i gidy phép dén tham Kyzyl, cing vé6i vé may bay di t6i do.

b6 1a mot trai nghiém dang ngai - khong phai 1la mdt cudc dién
tap vO trach nhiém, ma la cach l4i xe cia Lamin: trong khi ching toi
ldo ddo lao vé€ phia truéc qua nhiing con phé day khach bo hanh;
Lamin bam coi va lac nam tay trudc nhiing ddm dong lat dat dat ra
hai bén, chi viia kip khong dam vao cac em bé va cac babushka’. Toi
ngd rang chang mot ngudi dan binh thudng nao c6 thé khéi kién mot
quan chtic cap cao ctia Bang vé t0i ng6 sat, néu nhu chuyén do xay ra.

Chung t6i bay qua day nui Sayan trén mot chiéc may bay nhd
cd tén la Yak 40, day nhiing hoc sinh v€ nha nghi he 6 Tuva. Trong
tiéng am am cua dong co may bay, mdt cd gai Tuva thuc sy da hiéu
dugc von tiéng Tuva hoc dugc ti cudén Cum tu va Thanh ngt Tuva
cua toi, khi c6 dy hoi tdi may gio roi (bang tiéng Nga).

Hoat dong ctia chung t6i & Tuva bao gom: xem bo, lac da va tuan
16¢ — trong mot bo phim tuyén truyén; chiém ngudng cac toa nha quen
thudc & ndi do Kyzyl, gobm cd toa nha chinh phu méi (khuyét céi 6 to
& phia trudc); gap g6 cac nhan vat khac nhau ngudi dia phuong, tan
dung co hoi nay ho chinh don trat ty thi bac trong dia phan; tham
Trai heé thiéu nhi (6 do chung t6i da nhan dugc cung su chao dén

1. Cuba trong tiéng Nga - ND

260 - RICHARD FEYNMAN



nong nhiét nhu da tling lam Samathan Smith ngat tho); va di qua may
cai 1éu tron ctia nhiing ngudi chédn cliu - thé 1a chung t6i dugc mot
chinh tri gia chiéu dai trong mot can 1€u tron, dung 1én chi danh cho
chuyén thdm ctia minh. Chung t6i dang nhin thé giéi theo cach ma
ngai pho tong théng lam: néu t6i khong nghién ngam lau nhu thé
moi ban d6 va modi cudn sach vé Tuva ma t6i cé thé tim dudgc, thi toi

c6 thé da nghi rang ching tdi da thuc sy nhin thiy noi ay!!

Cung ngudi ban qua thu cta minh, Ondar Daryma, ching t6i di
thuyén ngugc dong song Yeinsei t6i Toora Khem va sau d6 di xe buyt
t61 ho Azas, mot khu nghi duéng méi ma chuong trinh giai tri budi
toi & day cho gidi tré Tuva bao gom cac phim Bruce Lee 10ng tiéng
Anh r6i sau d6 ti€ng Nga. Di dao trong khu rting bén canh, chung t6i
tut tu con dudng chinh xuéng mot sudi nudc khoang. Nhiing chiéc
khan tay va nhiing dai vai — ggi nhé vé Armenia va Han Quoc - trang
tri & bui rdm va cay c6i gan dé. Ondar ldng lé cau nguyén cac linh
hon s6 tai trude khi uéng thi nudc tri bénh.

Tro lai Kyzyl chung toi diing trudc Chén Thanh ctia minh, dai ky

niém “Trung tim chau A”. N6 nhu ndm md cta Richard vay.

Mot khoanh khac dau nhéi trong tim khac la khi ching t6i buéc vao
Nha hat kich Kyzyl, Tu truéng va t6i da mo la sé dugc choi trong 6
noi day. Chiém tron phan san duéi ctia phong cho bang da cAm thach
trang la mot dung cu khac thuong duong nhu dugc lam riéng cho Tu
trudng: nhiing cai bat va day xich bang dong dan nudc tudn ty xuéng

cac ranh mdt cach cham cham va déu dan - d6 la dong ho nuée.

1. Néu nhu mo ta cac hoat dong ctia chiing téi dudng nhu qua van tat, thi d6 la vi chuyén
di khai mao ctia ching t6i da bi méo mé mot cach tham té giong nhu chuyén di cua Ted
Levin: mdc du khach san & noi do Kyzyl khong c6 cdi mui ctia mot 16p son mdi, nhung
khép noi van c6 cai khong khi ctia mét lang Potemkin. Mo ta chinh xac va day du hon
vé Tuva ngay nay c6 thé tim trén www.FoTuva.org
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O phong chd tang trén, chiing t6i dugc thudng thiic mot chuong
trinh am nhac dén gian khong chinh thic cta cac nghé si dia
phuong, bao gom trong — mua shaman - va vai ti€t muc hat giong
hong. Chinh anh chang déng vai “Dersu Uzala” (Maxim Munzuk)
cung v6i vg anh hat mot bai ngan ngan nghe giong nhu “There’s
Hole in the Bucket, Dear Liza” bang tiéng Tuva. Sau chuong trinh
toi bat tay Munzuk, quay vé phia cac dién vién khac va khan gia,
doc ding cai cau hoa my bang tiéng Tuva ma chic la n6 da quen
thudc véi anh ay: “Tu tan ddy long t6i chao miing cac anh chi, chic
cac anh chi thanh cong trong cong viéc, doi dao stic khoe, va hanh
phuc trong cudc song!”

Moi ngudi cudi va vo tay. Rat may la, ho da khong dap lai 16i
nao, vi chic chén tdi sé chang hiéu gi.

Chung toi dén tham Ondar va gia dinh 6ng (vg, con gai, con trai,
con dau, va chdu trai) & can h¢ gidn di cua ho. Cau “Can h¢ cua
ong c6 bao nhiéu phong?” xuit hién trong dau, ciing nhu cau tra
161: “T6i cd mot can ho &m cung”. Pung la Kyzyl con thiéu nha &.

Ondar hét cho ching to6i nghe nhiing bai hat Tuva trong khi vg
ong dai chiing t6i mén m& dudi ctiu. Sau khi cho chung t6i xem thu,
sach, va anh - cd ca btic chup & 1€ cudi clia chung t6i - ma 6ng da
nhan dugc ti xu California xa x0i, Ondar giéi thiéu vé6i chung toi
btic khac da con bo duc chinh tay 6ng lam. Pa tai va hi€u biét sau
rong van hoéa dan gian, Daryma r6 rang la dang chién dau trong
mot cudc thap tu chinh don doc dé€ gin giti van hoa Tuva. Gig thi
toi hiéu dugc vi sao 0ng da viét cho ching tdi va khuyén khich no
luc ctia chung tdi trao d6i bang tiéng Tuva.

Khi Phoebe va t6i dén thdm vién cua Ondar, TNIIYaLl, c6 nguoi

da hoi chung toi rang vi sao ching t6i dén tham Tuva. To6i da vién
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dén loi giai thich c¢6 vé chinh thong rang, cudc trién lam Nhiing
ngudi Du muc, ¢6 chia nhiéu hién vat Tuva, sap dén California -
diéu ma nhiing ngudi Tuva hoan toan khong biét: cing nhu cac lan
trudc, khi cudc trién lam dén Nhét, Phan Lan va Thuy Dién (déu
do cac quan chuc & Moscow va Leningrad 4p tai), Vién Han lam
Khoa hoc cu thé trung dung cac chat liéu tu Tuva va cac bao tang
dia phuong & khap Lién X6 ma khong hé nédi rang cac chit liéu nay
sé dugc dua ra nudc ngoai.

Khi ching tdi sap roi vién ctia Ondar, ai d6 4n vao tay toi dia chi
cua mot ngudi Nga da roi khoi Kyzyl ndm 1929 va hién dang sdng
& Bell - chua day mudi ddm tu ndi do Los Angeles. Vay la c6 ngudi
dén tii Tuva dang song & California — chi c6 diéu, ba ay da qua gia
dé co thé l4i xe, va vi thé, ching bao gid ¢ co hoi nhin thiy cai bién
s6 xe TOUVA ctia toi.

Nha nhan chtiing hoc nguéi Anh, TS. Caroline Humphrey ciing
da dén dugc Tuva mua he nam do. Ba lam mdt bd phim cé tén la
Nhiing ngudi chan gia stic cua Mongun Taiga cho dai truyén hinh
Granada & Anh. Cung khodang thoi gian d6, TS. Basilov dua gidm
doc ctia Bao tang Lich st Tu nhién va nhiing ngudi ban ctua ong
ay di tham Leningrad, Moscow, Turkmenia, va Uzbekistan — mot
chuyén di mién phi thé theo nghi dinh thu. Vi mét ly do nao do,
Basilov cudi cung cling phat dién 1én véi sép cua Keller giéng nhu
Keller da phat dién lén v6i sép ctia Basilow.

Vao ngay 9 thang Mud6i mot nam 1988, Tuva xuat hién trén trang
nhat cta t& Christian Science Monitor trong mot bai bdo cd tiéu dé
“Cai t6 & cac tinh”. (Tuva lai xuit hién & phén tin ttc - 1an nay la &
trén bao chi khap thé gidi - vao mua he va thu nam 1990, khi xay

ra mdt loat cac cudc bao loan chéng Nga.)
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Vao ngay 4 thang Hai ndm 1989, “Nhiing ngu6i Du muc: Cht nhan
clia thdo nguyén Au-A” mé clia tai Béo tang Lich st Ty nhién &
Los Angeles. Tin ttc truyén thong — bao gom tron mot trang trén
Times — da 1am séng mai mot huyén thoai rang cic “ong l6n” gap
nhau va ro6i moi thu dau vao day nhu dugc phu phép. Thuc té€ lai
khac di mot cach song sugng: Khi dén noi, TS. Basilov khong dugc
giam d6c bao tang tiép don nhu nhing nguci Thuy Dién da tiép
don chung t6i § Goteborg; thay vao ddy, anh dy da bi ddy thang vao
cong viéc chuén bi cho trién lam. Basilov da lam viéc v6i cuong do
cao t6i muc vao thoi diém khi anh két thuc, anh da sap xép lai -
trudc su that vong ctia cac nha thiét ké Bao tang — ndi dung cua tat

cd cdc ngan trung bay.

Ngudi dich Catalog trién 1lam Nhiing ngudi Du Muc Au-A 1a Mary
Fleming Zirin, mot dich gia siéu hang vao thoi diém do.! Tua thuyét
minh cua trién 1am do Omar Sharif doc (dugc chon vi vai dién
Genghis Khan cua anh 4y, mdc du da phan moi ngudi nhé téi anh
v6i vai Bac si Zhivago); kich ban r6 rang ctia anh ay dugc viét béi
mot trong nhiing tén hé tu California. Tiéng cudi chan that cta
Richard vé nhiing tro ngé ngén tha vi trén thé giéi doi qua dau toi.

Logo cua trién lam la tdim dong 16n ti thoi Scynthia thé hién mot
con bdo dang cudn lai - di vat ma Vainshtein da ndi v6i chung toi
rang ong da khai quat dugc & Tuva. Mot hién vat trung bay ndi bat
nia la tac phdm cham khac bang vang cuc ky tinh té€ thé hién mot

con lgn 10i duc dang can mot ngudi thg sdn, con con chd ctia ngudi

1. Gan day nhat ba da dich va chu giai The Cavalry Maiden ctia Nadezhda Durova, do
Indiana University Press xudt ban nam 1988. Dich thuét ctia ba va chinh cuén sich da
nhan dugc nhiing 16i nhan xét tuyét voi; cau chuyén c6 thé trd thanh moét b phim 16n.
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nay lai dang can con lgn - di vat ma Richard da doc thay trén to

Los Angeles times mu6i mot ndm veé trudc.

Mot thanh vién bat ngd ctia doan khach X6 Viét1a TS. Yuri Aranchyn,
giam doc Vién Nghién ctiu Khoa hoc vé Ngon ngti, Van hoc va Lich
st ctia Tuva. Ong la nguoi Tuva ddu tién tham California. Khong
giong nhiing ngudi khac trong phai doan X6 Viét, 6ng khong mua
may quay video bang s6 tién ma 6ng nhan dugc ti Bao tang theo
nghi dinh thu; thay vi vdy, 6ng da mua cho v¢ minh mdt cdi 4o 16ng
tho cua Phap. (Long thu - ngay trudc thudng dugc dung lam do
cong nap cho cac lanh chda Trung Quéc va cac Hoang tt Mong C6,
con ngay nay “thudng ding dau & cac cudc ban dau gia qudc t&
theo t& Doi song Xo Viét — r6 rang la khong san c6 & Tuva.) Trong
mot 1an di mua sam & khu vyc hang may mac, ddc trung da quoc
gia clia Los Angeles thé hién dac biét ro: trong khi t6i dang doc gia
tién bang tiéng Tuva cho TS. Aranchyn, mot ngudi cht hiéu ndi
v6i t6i, “Anh noi tiéng Tho a? Toi dén tu Azerbaijan, Iran” ! Roj,
mot nguoi dan 6ng chau Phi diing & géc pho ban tui dung do nghe
16m nhiing ngudi X6 Viét dang noi chuyén. Anh dy da noi véi ho -
bang tiéng Nga, thi tiéng ma anh ta da hoc dugc & Pai hoc Patrice

Lumumba G Moscow.

Viéc mua sam that sy khong dé dang véi mot s6 vi khach. Mot nguoi
Moscow 16n tudi da tdng két tinh hinh kinh té€ ctia hai cuong quéc
mot cach tuyét hay véi vén tiéng Anh han ché ctia ba: “O Lién Xo,
khong dti d6 — vin dé nan giai. & My, qué nhiéu d6 - vin dé nan giail”

1. Tiéng Thd dugc dung & Azergaijan, nam hai bén bién gi6i X6 Viét — Iran. Tiéng Tho
dugc dung ti Istanbul téi Baku, Samarkand, Kyzyl va xa hon ntia
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Christian Axel-Nilsson va vg 6ng da tu Thuy Dién dén Los
Angeles dé xem trién lam. (D6 1a chuyén di My dau tién cuaa ho.)
Toi 1ai xe dua ho cung Aranchyn t6i San Francisco qua Solvang
(Mot khu dinh cu Dan Mach gan nong trai cia Ronald Reagan)
va Esalen (khong dén gin cho tam khoa than), & day Aranchyn da
rat vui khi nhin thay moét cdi léu tron. Khi 6ng nhin vao bén trong,
toi ty hoi, liéu co ai trong s6 nhiing ngudi dang ngoi trén nhiing
chiéc gbi trong léu da dam tudng tugng xem vi khach nay ti dau
dén - Moéng C6 chang?

Cudi cung, Basilov da ty minh c6 dugc trai nghiém Esalen &
mot hdi thao chuyén dé vé shaman do anh ay va Michael Harner,
mot lanh tu tinh than cta ngudi Hindu tti New York, dong t6 chiic.

Lamin khong dén dugc Los Angeles — c6 1€ 1a cho ctia ong da
dugc chuyén cho Aranchyn, mét ngudi Tuva, vi chinh Lamin da
dua t6i Tuva nhiing ngudi d€ 16 ra thong tin vé cudc trién lam sé
t6i California. Tuy nhién, Lamin khong bi thua thiét hoan toan: cuoi
cung dng téi Denver, 6 d6 6ng da cé mot bai noéi vo bd vé tinh hinh
ctia ngudi du muc & Lién X6 ngay nay.

Sau khi thdm California vao thang Sdu nam 1989 (theo 16i mai
riéng), mot ngudi Tuva da thu x€p cho Gweneth Feynman, Glen
Cowan va nhiing ngudi khac dén tham Tuva (cling theo 161 moi
riéng) vao mua he 1990. Nhung, vao ngay 31 thang Mudi hai nam
1989, Gweneth da qua doi vi ung thu.

Vao thang Mudi mdt nam 1989, Phoebe va t6i dén Washington
tham du budi khai mac “Nhiing ngudi Du muc” & Bao tang Lich
st Tu nhién Quoc gia ctia Smithsonian (Hdéa ra 1a nha thuc vat hoc
MY, c6 tén la Stanwyn Shetler, da ting thdm Tuva cing Elias va
Murray - ngudi ma to6i khong thé lan ra dugc - da lam viéc & Bao

266 - RICHARD FEYNMAN



tang nay.) Ted Levin va Gido su Krueger, tac gia ctia cuén Cdm nang
Tuva, ciing c6 mat. K€ hoach vé cac cudc tiép xuc ti€p theo véi Tuva

da dugc ban luan, va ti€p tuc mé rong: Levin dé xuat mot hdi nghi

vé hat giong hong & Kyzyl dé ghi nhé sinh nhat lan tht 75 cua Tu

Tam dong Scythia tu thé ky thi 8 truéc Cong Nguyén da trd thanh logo cta
trién 1am Nhiing ngudi Du muc: Chii nhdn ciia Thdo nguyén Au-A. TAm dong
— ¢6 quai bang da & phia sau dé€ deo vao ngua - da dugc khai quat & Tuva
(V6i su cho phép ctia Bdo tang Lich su Ty nhién cta hat Los Angeles. Anh
do Dana Levy chup.)
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trudng (thang Nam, 1993); Krueger da dugc moi t6i tham TNIIYaLl
dé viét mot cuén Cum tu va thanh ngti Tuva-Anh; va mét doi ky si
Tuva hat giong hong c6 thé sé xuat hién vao Ngay Nam mdi trong
cudc Diéu hanh Hoa Hong.

Gido su William A. Shear ctia Dai hoc Hampden-Sydney da dat
tén cho mot loai dong vat nhiéu chan dugc tim thay trén vung nui
Tuva la Diplomaragna feynmani.

Bi 4n ctia nha tham hiém ky cuc ngudi Anh, nguoi da dung dai
ky niém ddu tién cho “Trung tdm chiu A”, nhich thém mdt budc
gan tdi loi giai: theo mot nguon tin Tuva, tén ctia 6ng 1a TS. Proctor.

Ralph va Alan Leighton dugc TS. Aranchyn moi di tham khap
Tuva vao muia hé ndm 1991 v6i muc dich viét vé viing dat nay.

K& hoach dang dugc Nhiing ngudi ban cta Tuva chuan bj la dat
mot tdm bia tudng niém Richard Feynman tai dai ky ni¢m “Trung

tam chau A” & Kyzyl.
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Suy ngam 2000

Trudce tién, mot luu y vé Loi két. Giong vdn cta
phan nay u buon, con hinh thtc cta n6 - toéi khong
biét vi sao lai thanh nhu véy - thi qud 16n xon. Véi lan
xudt ban cé b6 sung nay tdi quyét dinh ct dé€ phan dé
nhu c@, bdi vi né phan dnh tam trang cta toi trudc
cai chét cia Feynman. Néu t6i y thuc dugc 16i binh
ludn dugc xem la ctia Cervantes “Tis holier to journey
than to arrive™, thi tdi c6 thé nhan ra sém hon rang,
thanh cong trong cu¢c phiéu luu nay khong phu thudc
vao viéc cd thuc su ddt chan dén Tuva hay khong. Va
c6 thé dé dang tin rang, v6i mot tri tudng tugng sinh
dong nhu vay, Feynman da “thuc hién hanh trinh” t6i
Tuva khi 6ng qua doi.

Cha t6i, Robert B. Leighton, ngudi da lam nhiéu
diéu khac biét trong dé c6 viéc bién tap bo Cdc bai
gidng veé vit ly ctia Feynman (The Feynman Lectures
on Physics), thuong ké lai Feynman c6 thé dién dat
cac qua trinh van dong ky bi ctia ty nhién mot cach

1. Vinh quang la hanh trinh chti khong phai dich dén.
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sinh dong nhu thé nao cho mot cu toa bi hut hét hon dé roi ho trai
nghiém hét “A ha!” nay dén “A ha!” khac, viia cudi viia vo tay hoan
ho. Rai, sau khi bai gidng da két thuc, ho rdi giang dudng, gai dau
va noi, “Ong dy di lam viéc d6 nhu thé nao nhi?!”

Trudc Tuva, t6i chua tling c6 nhiing tli chinh xac d€ mo ta mot
ngudi chi dudng nhin xa trong rdng téi cai thé gidi ma no6 diéu hanh
thé gi6i doi thuong ctia ching ta. Nhung gio thi t6i da c6: Feynman
la mot shaman - mdt shaman cua vat ly.

Feynman khong phai la shaman duy nhat trong cau chuyén nay:
ngay sau khi Lién X0 sup d6 vao nam 1991, nhiing shaman bat dau
16 dién & Siberia. Nam 1992 xuét hién b¢ phim tai liéu ctia Bi, Nhiing
nguidi thong tué: Cdc Shaman ctia Tuva, trong dé vai chinh khong
phai ai khac ma chinh la ngudi ban qua thu cua chung t6i, ngudsi
thu thap chuyén dén gian trong cudc thap tu chinh don doc d€ bao
ton van héa Tuva, Ondar Daryma!

Toi nhé lai nhiing ngay khi hai anh chang choi trong & California
mong udc dugc dén Tuva, trong khi ngudi dong cam cta ho 6 Tuva
lai dang u6c dugc choi trong ctia minh.

C¢ 1€ khdm phd tuyét voi nhat ma chung t6i c6 dugc trong chuyén
di ctia minh la “hat giong hong”, mdt truyén théng cua Tuva cho
phép mot chang cao boi don 1é ¢ thé hat dong thoi hai, ba, tham
chi bén nét. Khi ching téi dang nghién ngam s6 thang Muoi mot
nam 1984 cta tap chi Doi Song X6 Viét, mot nhac cong mu chai nhac
blues, ngudi goc Cape Verdian da nghe thay nhiing am thanh than
bi ctia hat giong hong Tuva trén radio séng ngan & San Francisco.
Thoat dau, Paul Pena nghi rang mét cdi diode & radio ctia minh bi
hdng, cho dén khi anh 4y nhén ra rang 4m thanh cao vit ma minh

nghe dugc trén radio co giai diéu.
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Cudc phiéu luu ctia Pena ciing tuyét voi nhu, néu khong néi la
hon, cudc phiéu luu ctia Feynman - va né da dugc cac nha lam phim
Roko va Adrian Belic ghi lai bang video, va dugc Lemon DeGeorge
ghi bang CD. Hay vao www.GhenghisBlues.com dé biét thém vé bo
phim da doat giai thudng cting nhu vé dia CD b6 ich &y.

Trudc khi t6i néi véi ban 161 tam biét trén chuyén di riéng cta
ban, cho phép t6i budc lai may cai duoi long léo & phan Loi két.

Vao mua heé 1991, anh trai téi Alan Leighton va toi da lap lai
hanh trinh cua Otto Manchen-Helfen trong chuyén di theo 16i mai
cta TS. Yuri Aranchyn, 6ng cing da giup chung toi dugc phép dat
mot tdm granit mau den hinh tam gidc ¢ dai ky niém “Trung tam
clia chau A’ trén bo sdng Yenisei & Kyzyl. Dudi dnh ctia Feynman
1a dong chii: RICHARD FEYNMAN 1918 - 1988. NHUNG NO
LUC CUA ONG DE DEN DUGC DIEM NAY TREN VUNG DAT
MO UGC CUA ONG DA TRUYEN CAM HUNG CHO NHUNG
NGUOI KHAC DAT CHAN TOI DAY.!

Mot chinh bién bit ngté dan dén sy sup d6 ctia Lién bang X6
Viét da xay ra ¢ cudi chuyén di ctia chung t6i vao thang Tam nam
1991. (Trong nhiing tuan ti€p theo, tdm bia dad tudng niém da bi
nhting ké pha hoai dap v6.) Sau khi chinh bién lang di, Tuva da tai
khéng dinh dang thé van héa ctia minh mot cach nhanh chua tiing
thdy. Nhiing ngay hdi cd truyén, bao gobm Shagaa (Nidm mdi theo
Lich Mat trang) va Naadym (Lé hoi gitia he) gid da dugc ct hanh
mot cach chinh thic.

1. Ghi chép ctia t6i vé chuyén di d6, mot bai c6 tén “Léu, Bo va may Fax” c6 thé tim thay
trén trang chu ctia Nhiing ngudi ban ctia Tuva (www.FoTuva.org) va dugc dua vao nhu
mot phu luc trong cuén Chuyén di téi Tuva ctia Otto Munchen-Helfen do Alan Leighton
dich. Cudn sach c6 thé tim thdy trén www.tuvatrader.com
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Vao thang Chin nam 1992, Dalai Lama thdm Tuva. La nha lanh
dao nudc ngoai dau tién dén tham Tuva ké tii Genghis Khan, 6ng
da cau nguyén cho 14 ¢ méi ctia Tuva. Nha lanh dao tinh than cta
Phat gido Tay Tang da ndi v6i nhiing ngudi Tuva dang khat khao
doc lap chinh trj rang, néu Tay Tang c6 dugc quyén ty tri trong long
Trung Quéc nhu Tuva dang c6 trong long Lién bang Nga, thi ngudi
dan ctia 6ng cting da bang long lam rdi. Va vao thang Sau nam 1994,
Tong thong Nga Yeltsin tham Tuva — nha lanh dao Nga dau tién lam
viéc nay — mang theo su ho trg vé kinh té. (Cudc tranh cti tong thong
dang dién ra so6i ndi nhét.) Két qua cua hai chuyén tham do6, moi
tinh cdm danh cho su doc lap hoan toan cua Tuva dudng nhu da
bi ngudi di. Tuy vay, Hién phap Tuva (dugc da s6 phi€u thong qua
& Tuva) van c6 mot diéu khoan cho phép Tuva don phuong rat ra
khoi Lién bang Nga — m¢t diéu khodn ma Nga thtta nhan moét cach
khong chinh thtic véi diéu kién phai hiéu rang diéu khoan nay sé
khong dugc thuc thi, bdi vi Hién phéap ctia Lién bang Nga, dugc da
s0 thong qua 6 Nga (nhung khong phai 6 Tuva), nghiém cam su ly
khai don phuong ctia bat ky vung lanh thé nao.

Mua he viia qua, t6i dua gia dinh minh t6i Hungary d€ xem Nhét
thuc Toan phan chau Au nam 1999 - that tuyét voi. Trong tun tiép
theo chung t6i di 1én huéng bac dén Slovakia, rdi theo huéng dong
doc day nui Carpathian hudng vé bién gidi gitia Ba Lan va Ukraine
— t61 vung dat bi lang quén cta Ruthenia, ngay tiy bac ctia Bukovia
va Bessarabia huyén thoai.

Mot budi t6i, ching toi bat gdp tiéng vong tii qua khu xa x06i khi
ching t6i nghe dan lang dia phuong tii Hervartov xudéng nhiing
161 cau nguyén t6i ctia nha thd Uniat (nha thd nay c¢6 nhiing nghi
thtic giong nhu Chinh Thong gido, nhung thtia nhan quyén t6i cao
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cua Rome) trong ngdi nha thd bing gb gian di va tao nha cua ho.
Hom sau chung t6i di sau hon vao Ruthenia, ving Tuva nay cua
chiu Au céch déu cic bién Baltich, Den, va Adriatic. Lang n&i tiép
lang quay tré lai ky nguyén da qua, khi ma bong nhién - & thi tran
Medzilaborce - chung t6i dugc chao dén bang mot cap hdp dung
stp cua Campbell cuc 16n & bén ngoai mot dinh thy to mau trang,
Bao tang Ngh¢ thuat Duong dai ctia gia dinh Warhol. Béo tang dugc
xay dung véi sy tai trg clia nhiing ngudi than cta bi€u tugng My
(nguoi cd thé ndi ca tiéng Ruthenia) Andrej Varhola - phin dong
chung ta goi 6ng la Andy Warhol!

Canh tugng ay lam song lai mot do tudng ma toéi da 6m ap vai
nam nay: lai chiéc xe Dodge Tradesman 1975 cua Feynman - cai
xe ma trén n6 khap noi déu cé cac gian d6 Feynman - t6i Tuva,
nho thé nhiing ngudi hanh huong c6 thé tim thady mot phan su
hién dién cua Feynman & noi 4y. Nghe dugc diéu nay, anh trai
toi, Alan, da dé xudt mot y tudng hay hon vé mot dai tudng niém
Feynman & Tuva, mot dai tudng niém sé ton tai it nhat la mot
thién nién ky. Hién thdi t6i mudn git bi mat viéc nay, nhung
no6 sé hoan thanh trudc ky niém mot tram ndm ngay sinh cta
Feynman vao 2018.

Trong khi cho dgi, t6i can phai ldi chiéc xe cia Feynman tii gan
Bolinas, noi né da ngu dong suét may nam qua, xuong San Andreas
Fault t6i Los Angeles va d6 bén ngoai mot can léu tron 16n mau trang
dugc goi la Mark Taper Forum, noi ddy moét vé kich dua trén cau
chuyén séng ctia Richard Feynman (va cu6n sach nay) sé dugc méo
man vao thang Ba ndm 2001, v6i Alan Alda dong vai chinh. Rai tiép
theo 1a t6i Washington D.C., & day vao cu6i nam Smithsonian sé t6

chtic mot budi trién lam vé nhiing ngudi doat giai Nobel.
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Thai diém cuoi nam 1999 da cén ké, va t6i sé sém gap nhom ky
si “Ondar va Nhiing con Dai bang ctia Tuva’, dd dugc chon d€ cudi
ngua xudi Dai 16 Colorado vao Ngay 1 thang Giéng 2000. Dugc dan
dat boi bac thay hat giong hong Kongar-ol Ondar, mét cyu binh ctia
cudc thi Diéu hanh Hoa Hong & Pasadena, nhiing hau dué nay cta
dao quan Genghis Khan bao gom hai v6 si dau vat - mot ngudi tu
xung la “Ké Huy diét” theo mot bi€u tugng “thuan My” khac, Arnold
Schwarzenegger, trong bo phim méi nhét cta anh ay, End of Days,

phan biéu dién hat giong hong ctia Ondar dong vai tro chinh.

Va cudc phiéu luu van dang tiép dién ....

Day la buc tranh Richard Feynman (1918 - 1988) trong trang phuc cia mot
nha su Ladakhi do Sylvia Posner, mét hoa si Pasadena, thé hién. (Bo trang
phuc, 14y mau tli nhiing btic anh trong National Geographic, da dugc Gweneth,
vg clia Feynman, may d€ dung cho mét da hoi y phuc. Néu nhiing han ché
vé dia ly cho phép, 6ng da cé thé an mdc nhu mdt Lama dén tii Tannu Tuva.)
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Nén btic tranh 1a phong canh cua Los Alamos, & d6 Feynman lam viéc cho
du dan Manhattan trong thoi gian Thé chién th hai. Cai khoéa dé md mang ca
nghia den l4n nghia béng. O tay phai ctia 6ng 1a mot “Gian d6 Feynman’, cai
ma Feynman da sang tao ra nhu mdt ki€u ky hiéu dé giup ong nhé dugc 6ng
dang & dau trong mot phép tinh phtc tap. Nhiing gian d6 nhu vay da gitp cac
nha vat ly trén khap thé giéi md khda nhiing bi mat cta ty nhién. (Gidn do6 &
day mo ta mdt cach ma hai electron c6 thé di chuyén qua khong gian va thai
gian: mot electron btic xa mdt photon - biéu thi bang duong gon séng - con
electron kia hap thu nd.)

Btic tranh nay cung véi nhiing tu liéu c6 lién quan dén Feynman va Tuva c6

thé tim thay trén www.Feynman.com/Trader.
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Cudc phiéu luu cudi cung caa Feynman

“Song dong béi nhiing cdm xuic khong thé kim nén dudgc, cudn sach ly thu
bat ngd nay la cdu chuyén vé mot chuyén phiéu luu, noi dau xé long,
va tinh ban hiém c6”. — Publishers Weekly

Vao nhiing ndm 1930, mdt ngudi suu tap tem tré tudi tén la Richard Feynman thém cé nhiing con
tem ky la khac thudng gt tir mot viing dat goi la Tannu Tuva, bao boc béi nti non lot sau gitia Siberia,
ngay sat viing Ngoai Mong. Bon muei ndm sau, nha vat ly lang t(r doat gidi Nobel da thach dd Ralph
Leighton, mot nquai ban, mot tay trong va rat yéu dia ly: “Diéu gi da xdy ra vdi Tannu Tuva?” Va thé
|a bat dau mot chuyén phiéu luu hang thap ky vui nhdn va dau long.

Khi cap doi tim thay tha do ca Tuva trén ban do, ngay lap ttc ho da bi thu hit béi “Céi ngi ma cd tén
danh van I3 K-Y-Z-Y-L han phai rdt thi vi!” Feynman thét [én. Trong nhitng nd luc cia ho dé dén duoc
Tuva, Leighton va Feynman da biét dugc vé nhiing ngudi chdn ciru shaman ban dia ctia viing dat nay,
nhitng nquai sung kinh Dalai Lama, da phat hién ra nhiing diéu ky diéu cGa“hat hong’, va mang dén
nudéc My cudc trién 1am khao co hoc I6n nhat tir trudc dén nay tir Lién bang Xo Viét.

Tirlan xuat ban dau tién cia Cudc phiéu luu cudi cing cda Feynman — va chii yéu nho vao Leighton va
nhitng 6 gang clia Feynman qua <6 — cac ky si Tuva da cu6i ngua trong cudc Diéu hanh Hoa Hong,
hét hong da tré thanh mt an tugng qudc té, va ban than Tuva da dugc thé hién trong vo s dia (D,
phim va séch. Day la cudc phiéu luu cudi cting, tuyét vai nhat ctia Feynman, va la mot trong cac di san
truong ton nhat ctia ong.

“Mét bang chiing budn vui 1an 16n vé su kién dinh day hiéu biét va nhiing
cam xdic manh liét rat riéng cia mét con nguoi da hién dang hét thay dé tim ra dap an trung
thuc cho nhiing cdu héi gidn don”. — Boston Globe

Cudc phiéu luu cudi cing cda Feynman la nguon cdm hiing cho vé kich ctia Peter Parnell, véi su tham
dién cda Alan Alda, dugc mé man & Los Angeles. Cudc phiéu luu nay van dang tiép dién. ..
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