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HUONG DAN SU DUNG SACH

Hi céc ban, cac ban dang doc quyén ebook “IELTS Speaking FULL 3 parts by Ngoc Bach” phién
ban méi nhat

LUU Y:

Hién nay mot 6 ban mua sach tir cac ban ban liu (qua mail hang loat hodc cac nick ao spam trén
dién dan), mua tir hiéu sach photo hay cac nick ao rao ban lai trén mang. Xem canh bao tai day:

http://ngocbach.com/chuyen mue/view/70001902/Sach-IEL TS-Speaking%20WTriting Ngoe-
Bach.html|

Néu cac ban mua sach tir cac nguén nay thi rat c6 thé phién ban ban dang doc hién tai di e hodc
¢t thé con nhiéu 15i sai (do cac ban ban lai di bi minh cam nick update, cac ban nay thuong copy
cac bai khéong ré ngudn goc trén mang -> lay tén Ngoc Bach dé cip nhit cho cac ban)

Do viy, néu phién ban cic ban dang doc khéng phai mua chinh chii tir ngocbach.com, minh khuyén
cac ban nén khong sir dung tai liéu nay thi tot hon. Mét la céc ban mua sach chinh chu tir
ngocbach.com muc sach viet by ngocbach (cac ban chi can DPANG KY MUA 1 LAN DUY NHAT
va duoc update lién tuc mai mai), hai la hoc tir nguon minh chia sé mién phi & day (dé tranh hoc tir
cac bai con 16i sai hodic khong cap nhat)

https://www.facebook.com/groups/ieltsngocbach/permalink/1951695464901 106/

Vé cach hoe:

+ Céc ban ¢ thé dua vao b dé, dap an tham khao, giai thich tir vung chi tiét do minh soan -> hoc
lay cac ideas hay ap dung vao chinh bai néi cia cic ban. Minh khéng khuyén khich hoc thuéc long.

+ Nhiéu ban héi hoc thude long c6 so b giam khao phat hién va trir diém khong?
Cau tra loi:

Thir nhat, vé nguyén tic, mien 1a bai néi cua ban trii chay, phat am sir dung tir vung chinh xac,
ding ngir canh -> khéng ai ¢6 quyén trir diém ban.
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Thir hai, khéng ai nhé hét & thude lau tat ca dap an trong bé nay ca nén ching bao gior cac ban di
thi néi giéng hoan toan nhau duoc. it nhat 1a hon 3 nim sach speaking ciia minh ra di chua ghi
nhén trémg hop nao giam khao phét hién vi néi giéng nhau ca

Cuoi cling, cic ban hay biét ring, khi cic ban da ding k¥ mua sach, néu co bét cir thay déi nao
trong bé dé ca 3 part, minh s&luén theo di va cip nhat dé thi & dap an sém nhat cho cac ban. Cac
ban khéng cin (va khong nén) nhin giuc nhé, minh s& mét thém théi gian tra i timg ban théi, lai
cham cap nhat hon.

Maét lan nita cAm on céc ban da diang ky mua sach cua minh !

-Ngoc Bach-
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L Part 1

1. Home/ Accommodation
1) What kind of housing/accommodation do you live in?
I live in a terraced house that has a living room, a kitchen, three bed rooms, two bathrooms and a
lovely back garden. It’s not really a spacious house, but it’s just right for me and my family.
2) Who do you live with?
[ live with my parents and my siblings. We always get on well with each other and have a lot of
fun.
3) How long have you lived there?
['ve lived there since | was a child, until I graduated from high school and moved to the city to
enroll at university, where [ lived in a student dormitory during the semester.
4) (If you answer you haven't lived there long) What's the difference between where you are
living now and where you have lived in the past?
Living in a dorm with other roommates 1s totally different from living in my own house.
My current residential area 1s quite small and it’s very noisy because there are a lot of people there
and I don’t have my own space. Conversely, when I was living at home, [ had my own spacious
room and 1t made me feel comfortable.
5) Do you plan to live there for a long time?
To be honest, | intend to buy an apartment in an urban area after | graduate from university. [ can
decorate and design my 1deal home with whatever facilities [ want.
6) Which room does your family spend most of the time n?
It's definitely the kitchen. Not only lunch or dinner time but all our family reumons take place in
the kitchen where all the family members get together to eat tasty meals, and chat to each other —
it’s a really harmonious atmosphere.
T Are the transport facilities to your home very good?
To be honest, most of the transport facilities to my place are not very modern. The bus service from
my work place to home is irregular and usually overcrowded.

8) Do you prefer living in a house or a flat?
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[ prefer living in a house to a flat because | value my privacy and need my own space. Owning an
independent house, I can plan and design a house layout to suit myself. Moreover, | can modify a
house according to the size of the family.

9) Please describe the room you live in.

My current room 15 actually more like a bedsit. It 1s a multi — purpose room, I use 1t to sleep and
study as well. It i1s painted in pink, that’s my favorite color with a bed, a cupboard and desk. It’s not
really spacious but it"s just right for me.

10)  What part of your home do you like the most ?

[ prefer my bedroom most due to its convenience and privacy. Because of my stressful work [ want
to be in a quiet place and concentrate on my work. In my own room, I'm never disturbed by anyone
else.

Moreover, in my own space | can do whatever | want without bothering others.

VOCABULARY

v Terraced house (noun): (ngéi nha trong diy nha ciing kiéu) a house connected on both sides
by other properties

Ex: In England, most people seem to live in terraced houses with lovely back gardens.

v Back garden (noun phrase): (vuom & phia sau nha) a garden at the rear of the house.

Ex: I live 1n a terraced house that has a living room, a kitchen, three bed rooms, two bathrooms and
a lovely back garden.

v Spacious (adjective): (rong ri1) (of a room or building) large and with plenty of space for
people to move around in

Ex: The hotel rooms are spacious and comfortable.

v Sibling(s) (noun): (anh/ chi em) a brother or sister

Ex: The younger children were badly treated by older siblings.

v Get on well with sb (phrasal verb): (hoa hop von a1 do) to have a fnendly relationship with
somebody

Ex: She and her sister have never really got on well with each other.
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v Dormitory (noun): (ki tic xa) a room for several people to sleep in, especially in a school or
other institution

Ex: I've lived there since | was a child, until I graduated high school and moved to the city to
enroll in umiversity where [ lived in a dormitory.
v Residential area (noun): (noi o) (of an area of a town) suitable for living in; consisting of
houses rather than factories or offices

Ex: It was not safe to locate the chemicals factory in a residential area.
v Urban area (noun): (ving thanh thi) connected with a town or city

Ex:Pollution has reached disturbingly high levels in some urban areas.
v Reunion (noun): (tu hop, xum hop) a social occasion or party attended by a group of people
who have not seen each other for a long time

Ex: The College has an annual reunion for former students.

v Harmonious (adjective): (dm cing, yén binh) friendly, peaceful and without any
disagreement
Ex: It is important to have harmonious relations between the country's ethnic groups.
v Irregular (adjective): not happening at the arranged time intervals
Ex: His irregular attendance at school resulted n his failure in the final exams.
v Overcrowded (adjective): with too many people or things in it
Ex: The train was so overcrowded this evening that | was unable to find an empty seat.
v Privacy (noun): being alone and not disturbed by other people
Ex: Iread the letter in the privacy of my own room.
v Suit oneself (verb): to do exactly what you like/want
Ex: Everyone had a different opinion about what colour to paint my room, so in the end 1 decided
to just suit myself.
v Modify (verb): (sira doi, thay ddi) to change something slightly, especially in order to make
it more suitable for a particular purpose
Ex: We found 1t cheaper to modify the existing equipment rather than buy new.
v Bedsit (noun): (phong vira dé ngu vira dé hoc, tiép khach) a room that a person rents and
uses for both living and sleeping in
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Ex: He lives in a tiny student bedsit used for both sleeping and studying.
v Multi-purpose (adjective): (da chirc nang) having many different uses

Ex: This room is multi-purpose — we use it for meetings, interviews and taking breaks.

2 Study

1) Describe your education

I started primary school when I was 7. 5 years later, | went to secondary school at 12. Then at 16, I
made 1t to a high school for gifted students in my hometown. In my country, highschool education
lasts 3 years, then | went onto higher education at the Foreign Trade University where [I'm
currently studying economics.

2) What is your area of specialization?

Well, my major is External Economics. | have mastered the basics of economics and socio-
economics, combined with business knowledge mainly related to the import and export business.

3) Why did you choose to study that major?

I think it would help to fulfill my dream of introducing my country’s agricultural products to the
world. Vietnamese goods have a real potential, but they still struggle to make a name for
themselves, you know.

4) Do you like your major? (Why?/Why not?)

Yes, of course. Studying economics, especially external economics 1s interesting and practical. It
helps me to keep up with current affairs and it improves my analytical and problem-solving skills
as well.

5) What kind of school did you go to as a child?

As a child, I attended a public elementary school. It's quite a big school in my hometown which
provides both high quality education and a supportive environment, so | think I was quite lucky.

6) What was your favourite subject as a child?

Well, I used to be very passionate about drawing when I was a little girl. It was fun to work with
brushes and colors, you know, as 1t was the time when | could indulge in my own creative world.

7 Do you think your country has an effective education system?
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To be honest, | don’t think so. Our system has somehow become unduly stressful, does not
promote creativity and the ability to be critical due to the fact that our society still cares way too
much about grades and schools consequently focuses on an exam-driven curriculum, which I find
quite impractical.

8) (Possibly) Are you looking forward to working?

Absolutely! It’s great to join the workforce, especially when [ can do the job [ love. Not only will 1t
pay the bills, but it’ll also give me the joy of making a contribution. It’s hard to be happy and
fulfilled without working, you know.

VOCABULARY

v Higher education (chwong trinh dai hoc) [n] post-18 learning that take places at universities
Example: According to a research, nearly 50 percent of Vietnamese students in U.S. higher
education are studying either business or engineering, with business-related majors making up 38
percent of all enrollments in 2012/13

v Master (tinh thong, nim virng) [v] learn how to do sowmthing well

Example: She lived in Italy for several years but never quite mastered the language.

v Make a name for oneself ( tré nén néi tiéng} [1diom] become famous and respected by a
lot of people

Example: By the time he was thirty-five, he had made a name for himself as a successful railway
contractor

v Keep up with (cap nhat théng tin vé cai gi) [idiom] be aware of

Example: Even though he's been travelling, he's kept up with what's going on back home

v Analytical (thudc vé phan tich) [adj] using analysis or logical reasoning

Example: Analytical skills are essential in the workplace to ensure necessary problem solving
occurs to keep productivity and other areas of the workforce functioning smoothly

v Elementary school (trudmg tiéu hoc) [n] primary school, school for children between 7-11
years old (in Vietnam)

Example: It’s essential that children at the official entry age for elementary school attend classes

fully.
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v Unduly (qua mirc, khong chinh dang ) [adj] excessively/ to a level that more than is
necessary, acceptable, or reasonable

Example:

For every new parents, the decision about whether to vaccinate his or herchild has been unduly stre
ssful

v Exam-driven curriculum (chwong trinh hoc dé phuc vu cho cac ky thi) [expression] the
courses taught a school, college, which focus on teaching what will be on the exam

Example: Many parents believe that exam-driven curriculum can change their kid’s attitude
towards school in profoundly negative ways.

v Pay the bills (trang trai cudc song) [ idioms] provide enough income to sustain one’s
lifestyle

Example: Being a dentist isn’t so glamorous, but it pays the bills.

3. Work

1) What do you do?

I'm currently working as a graphic designer for a fashion magazine for youngsters

2) What are your responsibilities?

Well I'm mainly responsible for designing the cover of the magazine. I normally work with the
concept team to make sure that the final product will both attract the potential buyer’s attention and
express the theme of the magazine.

3) Why did you choose to do that type of work (or, that job)?

[ guess it’s because of my artistic passion. The process of creating beautiful things is somehow
intriguing to me, so [ chose to be a graphic designer, which combines both art and technology. It's
quite interesting, you know.

4) Is there some other kind of work you would rather do?
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Well, if possible, I'd like to be a freelance writer. Actually I'm a big fan of action movies, and |
also care about healthy living, so, I'd love to write about these topics and share my stories with
people of the same interest.

5) Describe the company or organization you work for

My company is not huge, it's just a small art designoffice, but is definitely an inspirational
workplace with a young, creative, and extremely passionate team. We work on the basis of mutual
understanding and respect for each other, so it’s kind of an ideal environment for me.

6) Do you enjoy your work?

Most of the time. It's rewarding to co-work on projects with amazing people 1n an open and
supportive environment to bring out an art production that will ultimately give me a sense of
satisfaction and pnde.

7 What do you like about your job?

Well, the perk of being a graphic designer is that you’ll surround yourself with inspiring images
everyday. My daily working life involves seeking out nspiration in all sorts of places, researching
incredible illustrations and graphics, and creating them too. It’s great, [ think.

8) What do you dislike about your job

What I don’t like about this job 1s that our personal taste in design varies, and normally I'll have to
do a thousand edits to get the final product that meets the demand of my boss while still * relating /
staying faithful to /remaining trueto the imtial concept.

* conform means ‘to behave according to the usual standards of behaviour that are expected by a
group or society’ — this does not relate to things like *concepts’.

9) (Possibly)Do you miss being a student?

Sometimes, when I'm burdened with heavy workloads or the pressure of everyday life, I recall the
memories of being a student. We were all carefree and innocent back then. It’s a precious time that

I cherish.

VOCABULARY

v theme (dé tai.chu d&) [n] the main subject of a talk, book, film, etc

Example: The father-daughter relationship 1s a recurring theme in her novels.
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v Intriguing ( hap dan, goi thich thd) [adj] very interesting because of being unusual or
mysterious

Example: The Huns are intriguing not only because of their notoriously hawkish history,
but also because of their place as middlemen between Mongol and Turkic ethnicity

v On the basis of (trén co so) [1diom] base on

Example: Discrimination on the basis of race, gender, age or disability 1s not allowed.

v Rewarding (bd ich, dédng lam) [adj] giving pleasure, satisfation

Example: The most rewarding aspect of living forever 1s you have unlimited time to perfect your
abilities and accumulate wealth.

v Ultimately {cuéi cung thi, rat cuc) [adv] at the end of a process, period of time, etec.
Example: Everything will ultimately depend on what 15 said at the meeting with the directors
next week.

v Perk ( dic quyén, thit lao thém) [n] an advantage or something extra that you are given
because of your job

Example: A company car and a mobile phone are some of the perks that come with the job.

v Conform (to sth) (tuin theo) [v] obey the rule or reach the necessary stated standard
Example: Before buying the baby's car seat, make sure that it conforms to
the official safetystandards.

v Cherish (yeu mén, coi trong) [v] keep hopes, memories in your mind because they are
important to you and bring you pleasure

Example: I cherish the memories of the time we spent together.

4. Newspapers and magazines
1) Do you often read newspapers?
I really don't read newspaper often. [ prefer reading news via internet to keep updated. It is more

accessible and easy to use the new technology nowadays.

2) Do you prefer to read local news or international news?
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Well, I suppose that | have an inclination towards international news, I want to keep track of
what’s happening outside my country.

3) Which is more popular where you live, newspapers or magazines?

Well, I think that people read newspapers more often than magazines, normally because newspapers
provide information that is relatively easy to understand for almost everyone. On the other hand,
magazines contain longer articles and specifically focus on a particular topic which may be quite
difficult or unfamiliar to some readers.

4) Do many people today read newspapers?

[ guess... yes, maybe. Because every morning when I go to my school, | can see many people
reading the daily newspapers at pavement cafés. However, I think nowadays people are tending to
gradually change their habits and accessing the latest news online.

5) In the future, do yvou think more people than today will read magazines, or fewer
people?

['m not really sure about this, but | suppose that there will be fewer people reading magazines in the
future. It’s probably because nowadays there are various sources of information, so people can
search 1f they want to find knowledge of any field, especially on the Intemnet. .. it’s easier and
cheaper. Maybe in the future perhaps specialists will be the only ones who read the magazines
which relate to their own particular fields.

6) Do you think newspapers will be very important to you in the future?

Well, honestly, I rarely read newspaper and access to the latest news online instead, so newspapers
have no impact to my life :P

VOCABULARY

v Keep up to date (expression): Cap nhat to provide the latest information to someone or for
something

Ex: | keep up to date with world events by watching the news on CNN.

v Be in the habit of (expression): to do something regularly and almost without needing to
think about it

Ex: My grandfather is in the habit of taking a walk in the park every morning.
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v Inclination (noun): Xuhuong a feeling that makes you want to do something

Ex: Her inclination has always been to live and work in Australia.

v Diplomatic (adjective): Ngoai giao connected with managing relations between countries
Ex: Attempts are being made to settle the dispute by diplomatic means in order to avoid a war.

v Keep track of (expression): Theo doi  to be informed about what is happening or where
somebody/something 15

Ex: Bank statements help you keep track of where your money 1s going.

v Unfamiliar (adjective): Khong quen, la that you do not know or recognize

Ex: Although | knew some people at the party, there were also some unfamiliar faces among the
guests.

v Pavement (noun): Viahe a part at the side of the road for people to walk on

Ex: In summer, the restaurant puts a few tables and chairs outside on the pavement.

v Tend to do something (expression): Co xu huong lam gi do  to be likely to do something
or to happen in a particular way because this 1s what often or usually happens

Ex: When I'm tired, | tend to make mistakes.

v Access (verb): to enter or use something, such as a computer file

Ex: If you want to access information about the exam, there 15 a new website that | can
recommend.

v Specialist (noun): Chuyén gia a person who is an expert in a particular area of work or

study.

x Plant
1. (Do you like plants?)
(Answer) Well, yes, | really love plants.

(Give a reason for your answer) Because I've always felt connected with nature, and I think plants
as a whole play an essential role in our life. Different vaneties of plants have their own appeal, but

they all bring us a feeling of freshness.
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2. (What plants do you like?)

My favorite plant i1s the cactus, a member of the succulent plant family known as Cactaceae. There
are more than 2000 varieties of cacti that grow up n various shapes and sizes. Several hours of
sunlight each day and well-draining soil are vital for the cactus to thrive. However, some varieties

of cacti can even be planted indoors as they necessitate little sunlight.

3. (Have you ever grown any plants?)
(Answer) Yes, quite often actually.

(Give a reason for your answer) Gardening 15 one of my pastimes. | usually buy the seeds online
from reliable gardening websites and then grow easy plants with my sister. Right now, I'm taking

care of a small tomato plant, which 15 a demanding yet delightful task.

4. (Did you grow any plants when you were a child?)

Yes, and it was my father who instructed me to grow my very first plant. 1 still remember clearly;
1t was a mango tree. At that moment, [ watered the tree on a daily basis 1n the hope that 1t would
grow rapidly. It has been 12 years now, and guess what, the mango tree 1s still alive and bears fruits

every summer!
5. (Do you know how to grow any plants?)
(Answer) Yes, of course. | know quite thoroughly indeed.

(Give a reason for your answer) There are plenty of steps and technigues involved in growing
plants, from selecting quality seeds, soil; providing sufficient sunlight and water to spraying
suitable fertilizers. Gardening requires a lot of effort, but I think in the end 1t is a rewarding

experience.

Vocabulary:
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1. essential [adj]: necessary or needed: can thiét
Eg: The books on this list are essential reading for the course.

2. freshness [n]: a state of being clean and cool; found outside rather than in a room: su

trol moi, sang khoai
Eg: The garden 1s full of freshness.

3. succulent [n]: a plant such as a cactus in which the leaves and stem are thick and can store a

lot of water: cay mong nudc

Eg: My father 1s fond of planting succulent plants.
4. necessitate [v]: make sth necessary: doi hoi, yeu cau

Eg: Recent financial scandals have necessitated changes in parliamentary procedures.
5. rehable [ad)]: deserving trust; dependable: dang tin cay

Eg: Most of the main lines are fully electrified and service 1s generally efficient and reliable.
6. demanding [ad)]: needing a lot of time, attention, or energy: doi hoi cao

Eg: She's hoping to find a job which 1s more demanding intellectually.

7. instruct [v]: to teach someone how to do something: to order or tell someone to do

something, especially in a formal way: hudng dan

Eg: I need someone to instruct me on how to use the computer.
8. on a daily basis [expression]: repeated everyday: dién ra hing ngay

Eg: I go to work on a daily basis.

9. fertilizer [n]: a natural or chemical substance that 1s spread on the land or given to plants, to

make plants grow well: phan bon
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Eg: Agnculture companies offer bundles of pesticides with seeds and fertilizer, with

incentives for volume purchases.
10. sufficient [adj]: enough for a particular purpose: day du

Eg: It was thought that he'd committed the crime but there wasn't sufficient evidence to

convict him.
11. technique [n]: a way of doing an activity that needs skill: ki thuat

Eg: She's a wonderfully creative dancer but she doesn't have the technique of a truly great

performer.

12. rewarding [adj]: giving a reward, especially by making you feel satisfied that you have done

something important or useful, or done something well: ximg dang

Eg: Textbook writing can be an intellectually and financially rewarding activity.

6. Email & letters

1. Do you like to write a letter or email?

[ really like writing letters to other people, especially on special occasions. | remember wrnting
many letters, like birthday letters, or farewell ones to any of my friends or relatives who had to go
somewhere far away from me.

2, Do you think emails are useful?

Yes! Emails are really useful and important to me. As [ am a student so I have to send and receive
email regularly. The entire process of communication between me and my teachers takes place via
email. Moreover, | can receive notifications of special deals or interesting information through

emails by subscribing to any online channels that appeal to me.

3. What sorts of letters (or emails) do you think are the most difficult to write?
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Formal emails, hke the ones you send to recruiters, to your boss, to your professor and so on, are
very difficult to write. You have to choose the right tone for the emails so that they do not appear
too casual or too serious, and you have to pay attention to the format of the emails too.

4. Do you prefer to write letters or emails? Why?

It depends. For special occasions, like on someone’s birthday. I prefer writing letters to congratulate
them as handwrtten letters can show my sincerity. However, 1f | need to wnte something formal,
say to a recruiter to apply for a certain position, email is my first choice. It’s instant, easy to format
and I can attach different files with it so 1t 15 very convenient too.

5. Do you think email might one day replace handwritten letters?

[ don’t think so. Handwritten letters still carry in themselves special meanings, one of which is that
they can show a writer’s sentiment. | always think that it feels different when you look at
someone’s handwriting, like you can actually sense their feelings when they wrote the letter. So
handwritten letters are irreplaceable, at least to me.

Vocabulary

1. Cherished [adj] (bringing the pleasure of love or caring about someone or something that 1s
important to you): cam giac duoc yéu thuong

E.g. Her most cherished possession 15 a 1926 letter from F. Scott Fitzgerald.

2 Tone [noun] (the general mood or main qualities of something): tong

E.g. I didn't like the jokey tone of the article - I thought it was inappropnate.

3 Sincerity [noun] (honesty): su chan thanh

E.g. So when [ sat down to write my public letter of apology, it dripped with venomous sincerity.

4 Sentiment [noun| (tender feeling or emotion): tinh cam

E.g. That song 1s full of patniotic sentiment. It moved me deeply.

5. Come in handy [expression] (to be useful): co ich

E.g. I'll keep these bottles - they might come in handy.

1 Map
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1. (Do you (ever) use a map?)
{Answer) Yes, of course [ do.

(Give a reason for your answer) Normally, | would take advantage of Google Maps on my phone
when [ do not know the position of a road in my city. Besides, I also plan my journey to foreign

countries with the help of a map.
2. (When do you use a map?)

When [ want to find out the fastest way to get to a certain destination, or when I travel to
unfamiliar places, so | would never have to worry about getting lost. Sometimes, | also use maps in

geography lessons to complete tasks given by the teachers.

3. (How often do you use a map?)
(Answer) Quite frequently, actually

(Give a reason for your answer) As | have a lousy sense of direction, | find using maps extremely
helpful. Moreover, since I'm also a great fan of travelling, I usually keep a map with me for handy

usc.

4. (Who taught you how to use a map?)

At school, my geography teachers sometimes instruct students to read a map, but not in a detailed
way [ think. When [ was a child, I asked my parents about the symbols on the map and tried to learn

them by heart, which gave me a lot of fun.

5. (How did you learn to use (or read) a map?)

When [ get older, [ actually figured it out myself. In fact, nearly every map is well-designed and
tends to be self-explanatory, with common symbols and images. Using a map 15 such a necessary

life skill, so whenever I'm free from work, I try to learn new things about them.

6. (Do you prefer to use electronic maps or those made of paper?)
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Generally, an electronic map 1s a better choice for me as it offers more advantages. Firstly, you can
search for a place in just a minute with electronic maps. Besides, an electronic map can tell you the
current traffic flow so that you can steer clear of the terrible traffic congestion. In addition, it can
position you and guide you to your destination more quickly as compared to a conventional paper

map.

Vocabulary:
13. take advantage of [expression]: make use of sth: tan dung
Eg: Let's take advantage of the good weather and go hiking.

14. destination [n]: the place where someone 1s going or where something is being sent or taken:

diém dén
Eg: We had to change planes twice before reaching our final destination.
15. unfamihar [ad;]: not known to you: khong quen thude
Eg: He sounded very much like someone [ knew, but his face was unfamiliar.

16. sense of direction [expression]: the ability to find places or to know which direction to go:

phuong huéng
Eg: Which way is 1t? - | have a lousy sense of direction!
17. instruct [v]: to teach someone how to do something: huéng dan
Eg: | need someone to instruct me on how to use the computer.
18. detailed [adj]: having many details or facts; showing attention to detail: chi tiét

Eg: This is such a detailed book.
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19. well-designed [adj]: made or done intentionally; intended; planned in a good way:

dwoc thiét ké tot

Eg: The well-designed building 1s open to the public tomorrow.
20. generally [adv]: usually, or in most situations: thuwong thuong

Eg: The baby generally wakes up three times during the night.
21. traffic flow [n]: the flow of traffic: luu luvong, dong giao thong

Eg: Police are trying to regulate the traffic flow in the city.

22 steer clear of [expression]: to avoid someone or something that seems unpleasant,

dangerous, or likely to cause problems: tranh xa cai gi
Eg: They warned their children to steer clear of drugs.

23, position[v]: to put something or someone in a particular place: dinh vi
Eg: The army had been positioned to the north and east of the city.

24. conventional [adj]: traditional and ordinary: truyén thong, théng thudémg

Eg: We were raised in a conventional, middle-class family.

8. Teachers
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1. (Do you like any teacher of yours?)
{Answer) Yes, | do.

(Give a reason for your answer) Throughout my academic life, | was instructed by many lovely
teachers whom I love and respect a lot. Among them, the person who inspired me the most is my

English major teacher in my high school.
2. (Do you still keep in touch with your teachers?)

Well, after high school graduation, I still contact my Physics and English teachers from time to
time. Besides, on special occasions like the Tet holiday or Teacher’s day, I still visit them with my

friends to express our gratitude.

3. (Do you think it's important to like your teacher?)
(Answer) Of course yes.

(Give a reason for your answer) When you have a good relationship with your teachers, you may
find their way of teaching more understandable. Most importantly, you will feel more motivated
in studying and in the end perform academically better when you feel deeply attached to your

teachers.
4. (Do you want to be a teacher?)
(Answer) Yes, hopefully.

(Give a reason for your answer) I'm quite enthusiastic about conveying knowledge to others,
especially those who are willing to leamn. As I'm capable of explaining things in a concise and

appealing way, I'm quite cut out for teaching.

5. (What qualities should a good teacher have?)
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Well, one needs to have a lot of attributes to become a decent teacher, in my opinion. Besides a
good knowledge, you also need to be patient, diligent and highly disciplined. Unless you are

passionately devoted to teaching, you cannot call yourself a good teacher.

6. (Do you have a favorite teacher?)

[ had so many favorite teachers and it’s a bit difficult to pick one, but [ would say English major
teacher 1n high school was the one | love the most. She always delivered engaging lessons, and
unlike other teachers who compel students to learn to get good grades, she showed the beauty in

learning and encouraged us to pursue our own interests.

Vocabulary:

25, respect [v]: to feel or show admiration for someone or something that you believe

has good i1deas or qualities: kinh trong
Eg: 1 deeply respect David for what he has achieved.

26. inspire [v]: to fill someone with confidence and desire to do something: truyén cam

himg

Eg: Leaders that follow the transformation style of leading, challenge and inspire

their followers with a sense of purpose and excitement.
27. from time to time [expression]: sometimes: thinh thoang
Eg: | meet my old friends from time to time.

28. gratitude [n]: a strong feeling of appreciation for someone or something for what the person

has done to help you: su biét on
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Eg: [ would like to express my gratitude to the feminists, both male and female, for their

work in the past.
29 understandable [ad)]: easy to understand: dé hiéu
Eg: You have to put the facts into a form that's understandable to everyone.
30. motivate [v]: to make someone eager to do something: ¢6 vii, tiép déng luc
Eg: She managed to motivate staff to work together after the merger.
31. (be) enthusiastic about [adj]: showing enthusiasm: hao hing veé

Eg: Marcia’s lifelong interest in science learning stems from growing up as the

oldest child in a family enthusiastic about learning.

32. (be) cut out for/ to be sth [n]: have exactly the right qualities for a particular role, task,

or job: phua hop
Eg: I'm just not cut out to be a policeman.

33. attribute [n]: a quality or characteristic that someone or something has: pham chit
Eg: Organizational ability 1s an essential attribute for a good manager.

34. diligent [adj]: careful and serious in your work, or done in a careful and determined way:

cin man

Eg: He 15 also known as a documenter of literature that 1s persistent, diligent, and dedicated.
35. engaging [adj]: tending to please; attractive: thu hat

Eg: He has such an engaging manner.
36. pursue [v]: to try to achieve something: theo dudi

Eg: Liam plans to pursue a career in advertising.

+ Dé tim hiéu théng tin vé khéa hoc, bd sich méi nhit cua thiy Bach,

cic ban truy cip: www ngochach com

+ Lién hé véi IELTS Ngoc Bach, cic ban viao www.ngocbach com muc “Lién hé.” 27




9. Celebrities

1.1. Who is your favorite celebrity in Vietnam?

Well, to be honest, I adore quite a number of Vietnamese stars. Regarding music, young and
celebrated singers like Toc Tien and Dong Nhi are definitely my top choices whereas 1f it’s acting,

veteran actors like Binh Minh or Manh Truong always give a really convincing performance.
1.2. Do you like any foreign celebrities?

As a matter of fact, yes. I've been an avid fan of Western contemporary pop singers for quite a time
now, especially those who have excellent vocal skills like Adele, Bruno Mars or John Legend. 1
even created a special playlist on my phone which contains only their songs to listen to whenever |

want.

1.3. Would you want to be a celebrity in the future?

I've never given this much thought but I'd have to say that entering showbiz isn’t really the path ['d
choose. Rising to stardom means losing a great deal of privacy as well as having less time with

family and friends, so I guess I'd prefer to stay as a part of the general public.
1.4. Do you think we should protect famous people's privacy?

Well, definitely. It’s a human right to have your private information kept confidential and to have
freedom in whatever you want to do, without being followed by paparazzis all the time. Just
because celebrities are public figures doesn’t mean their private life has to be exposed to everyone

for gossip.
1.5. How do celebrities influence their fans in Vietnam?

In Vietnam, as in any other countries, admirers consider celebrities a source of inspiration as well as
consolation. For example, they might watch videos or read articles about their favourite artists to

cheer themselves up when they feel down. Additionally, fans can be affected in the way they

+ Dé tim hiéu théng tin vé khéa hoc, bd sich méi nhit cua thiy Bach,

cic ban truy cip: www ngochach com

+ Lién hé véi IELTS Ngoc Bach, cic ban viao www.ngocbach com muc “Lién hé.” 28



behave or dress, since most of these fans are impressionable teenagers who want to appear like their

1dols.

VOCABULARY

To adore [v]: to love or admire (someone) very much

Eg: He's a good doctor. A 11 his patients adore him _

Celebrated [adj]: known and praised by many people

Eg: He 1s one of today's most celebrated young writers.

Veteran [adj]: someone who has a lot of experience in a particular
activity, job, etc.

Eg: He's been an event organiser for over 20 years and, as a veteran, he 1s widely respected for his

vast experience.

Convincing [adj]: that makes somebody believe that something 1s real or true.

Eg: The actor gave a convincing performance as 007 in the latest James Bond film.
To be an avid fan sth [expression]: to be very enthusiastic about sth

Eg: [ like to play the electric guitar as I'm an avid fan of rock.

Contemporary [ad)]: modern, happening or beginning now or in recent times

Eg: “Vogue’ 1s a magazine devoted to contemporary fashions.

Vocal skills [n]: singing skalls

Eg: Having great vocal skills 1s the most important talent for a singer.
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To nise to stardom [expression]: to become famous

Eg: He rose to stardom in such a short time after winming a TV talent show.

Human right [n]: The basic nghts and freedoms to which all humans are considered to be given
Eg: Everybody should be entitled to free medical care as a basic human nght.

Public figure [np]: a well-knowned and notable person

Eg: She 1s a famous public figure as a result of her appearances on TV.

To be exposed to [expression]: Make (something) visible or know by uncovering it

Eg: The real truth about the war was exposed to the public through a senies of newspaper articles.
Gossip [n]: an informal talk about other people’s private lives, that may be unkind or untrue.
Eg: He had been spreading gossip about his co-workers.

Consolation [n]: something that makes a person feel less sadness, disappointment, etc

Eg: His kind words were a consolation to me.

To feel down [expression]: to feel blue, to feel sad

Eg: [ listen to upbeat songs when [ feel down.

Impressionable [adj]: easily influenced by someone or something

Eg: Teenagers are at an impressionable age and they often copy their friends or even their favourite

celebrities,
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10. Hometown
1. (What's (the name of) your hometown?)

I'm from Hue, which 1s a city in central Vietnam. Talking about Hue, people immediately think of
the capitals, golden palaces, temples, shrines, and gorgeous dancing stage, majestic tombs, and

ancient meditative landscapes.
2. (Is that a big city or a small place?)

Well, the city 15 quite small as compared to the vast cities and provinces in my country. Hue city

covers just about 70.5 square kilometers, with a total population of roughly 360,000 people.

3. (How long have you been living there?)

[ have been living there ever since I was born, which is 19 years until now_ It 1s a relatively long

period of time, so I'm really attached to this quiet, tranquil eity.
4. (Do you like your hometown?)

(Answer) Yes, absolutely.

(Give a reason for your answer) Hue an area of outstanding natural beauty and for me is one of
the most beautiful places on earth._ It has everything; historical sites, fantastic beaches, rolling

mountains, dense forests and picturesque countryside, extraordinary cuisine and hospitable people.

5. (Is there anything you dislike about it?)

The sole thing that I dislike about the city 15 probably the weather. In Hue, it invariably rains from
September to December, which somehow adds up to the blue atmosphere of the city. Sometimes,

when the rain 1s so heavy and persistent the city even floods.

6. (What do you like(most) about your hometown?)

The greatest appeal of Hue city, to my thinking, is its diversity of cuisine, which makes 1t well-

known domestically and even intermationally. Hue culinary traditions demand that meals must be
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presented aesthetically, harmonizing food elements, decorations and colors to create a

gastronomic work of art.
7. (Do you think you will continue living there for a long time?)

(Answer) Actually I'm not quite sure about that.

(Give a reason for your answer) As I'm planning to study abroad, | may have to live far away from
my hometown for a certain amount of time. However, 1f possible, 1 still want to settle down in this

beautiful, peaceful city.

Vocabulary:

37. majestic [adj]: beautiful, powerful, or causing great admiration and respect: hing vi,

trang lé
Eg: The majestic Montana scenery will leave you breathless.
38 vast [adj]: extremely large: rong lon

Eg: Navigation across vast stretches of open water was no longer merely as

daunting.

39. roughly [adv]: approximately: khoang, xap xi
Eg: There has been an increase of roughly 2.25 million.

40. relatively [adv]: true to a particular degree when compared with other things: tuong déi
Eg: Sales was relatively low last summer.

41. (be) attached to [adj]: to like someone or something very much, because you have known

them or had them for a long time: gin b6, gin két
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Eg: Regular babysitters can become deeply attached to the children they take care of.
42. outstanding [adj]: clearly very much better than what is usual: n6i bat

Eg: Her outstanding performances set a new benchmark for singers throughout the world.
43. picturesque [adj]: (esp. of a place) attractive in appearance: dep nhu tranh

Eg: The city 1s known for its picturesque surroundings and pleasant climate.
44, nvanably [adv]: always (in a negative way): luén luén

Eg: High blood pressure 1s almost invariably accompanied by high blood

cholesterol.
45 persistent [adj]: lasting for a long time or difficult to get rid of* khéng ngimg, dai ding
Eg: Symptoms of the illness include a high temperature and a persistent dry cough.

46. harmonize [v]: to bring ideas, feelings, or actions into agreement, or to be a pleasing

combination of different parts: lam hai hoa
Eg: We need to harmonize the different approaches into a umified plan.

47. gastronomic[ad)]: relating to the preparation and consumption (= eating) of good food:

trang tri, trinh bay ngon miéng
Eg: This dish 1s a gastronomic delight.

48. settle down [v]: to start living in a place where you intend to stay for a long time, usually

with your partner: 6n dinh, an cu lip nghiép

Eg: Hung settled down after his marniage.

11. Mobile phones
1. Do you have a mobile phone (= “a cell phone™)?
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2 (Answer) Yes, | do. | currently have one which has recently come onto the technology market,

which is an IphoneX.
2. What do you use it for?

=2 (Answer)Mostly, 1 use 1t for my study and work. (Give a reason for your answer) 1 check my
emails when | get up in the morning, search for information about my lessons. Moreover, [ also let

off steam by playing games or watching movies on the phone.
3. How often do you use it?

= (Answer) Obviously | use a mobile phone on a regular basis, (Give a reason for your answer) |
mainly use it to keep in touch with my family, friends, besides, 1 also entertain myself by playing

games on my phone to kill my free time.
4. When did you get your first mobile phone?

= (Answer) | remember being bought a smartphone when I was a 10th grader. (Give a reason for
your answer) It was my birthday gift from my parents. It was an Iphone 5, which was quite high-

priced at that time due to my family background.
5. How did you feel when you got your first mobile phone?

< (Answer) It was mind-blowing!. (Give a reason for your answer) 1 was a university student and

didn’t earn my living at that time. So, owning a mobile phone was really a shock for me.
Come onto the market (expression): Pwa vao thi tricong

Example: This product just came onto the market 3 months ago.

Let off steam (expression): Giai téa cing thdng.

Example: She decided to go to karaoke to let off some steam.

On a regular basis (expression): Thuang xuyén.
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Example: You should do homework on a regular basis.

Kill time (expression): Giét thoi gian.

Example: Having nothing to do, she went shopping all day to kill time.
High-priced (adjective): it do.

Example: This TV is too high-priced to afford.

Mind-blowing (adjective): Sitng so, ngac nhién.

Example: The surprise party was really mind-blowing for him.

Earn my living (expression): Tw kiém ra tién.

Example: Working is the only way to earn our living.

12. Writing

1. Do you often write things?

(Answer) Absolutely yes.

(Explain) Writing 1s one of the things that I love doing in my leisure time. | practice writing every

day to sharpen my language and writing skills as well as relieve stress after a hardworking day.
2. Do you prefer to write by hand or write using computer?
(Answer) It depends.

(explain) When writing about everyday things or practicing for the [ELTS test, I'd rather write by

hand. [ only use a computer to write academic reports.
3. Do you think computers might one day replace handwriting?

{Answer) [ don’t think so.
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(Explain) 1t’s true that the computer has been doing a good job in helping people to wnte.
However, I don’t think that it will totally replace the traditional way of writing as there will be no

computers to rely on in urgent cases.
4. When do children begin to write in your country?

(Answer) Vietnamese kids start learning to write at the age of around 5 to 6, (explain) which 1s
considered quite early by some European experts. But Vietnamese kids know how to do 1t well

actually.

Vocabulary:

1. To sharpen a skill: cai thién ki ning.

= To sharpen my communication skills, [ participate in a lot of extra-curricular activities.
Dé cai thién ki ning giao tiép, téi tham gia rat nhiéu hoat dong ngoai khoa

2. Torely on: dua vao.

= Idon’t think we should always rely on theories in books because there are many unexpected

situations which cannot be solved by them in real life.

13. Traveling

1. Do you like to travel?
(Answer) Yes, absolutely.

(Explain) Travelling 1s my top hobby because whenever [ travel, [ can meet and get to know many

new people from different cultures and nations, which helps me to broaden my horizons.

2. Do you often travel by air?

{Answer) No, not much.
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(Explain) Travelling by air too often 1s out of my reach for a student like me. However, [ do travel
by air once or twice a year to an ASEAN member because the airfares to these destinations are

quite affordable.

3. How long was the longest trip you took?

(Answer) | went on a 9-day trip to Thailand and this was my longest trip ever.

(Extend) | spent 3 days in Bangkok, 2 days in Pattaya and 3 days in Phuket. The remaining one day

was allocated for moving.
4. Which country would you like to travel to in the future?

(Answer) Italy 1s my dream destination (explain) as it 1s home to the most stunning churches in the

world. Also, [ love the [talian culture, language and friendly people whom I've met in Vietnam.

5. Would you like to travel to space?
{Answer) Yes, it sounds a bit weird and scary though.

(Explain) 1 am curious about how other planets look and how [ would be when there 1s no gravity.
This 1dea really scares me off but as 1t sounds pretty intriguing, | would like to try travelling to

S-]JH(JE once.

Vocabulary
3. To leave for: o khoi mot noi dé di dén noi nao khac.
= Before leaving for Singapore, we had to check if we had all the documents needed at least

twice.
Trudc khi di dén Singapore, ching t6i dd phai kiém tra hon 2 lan 1a da c6 du giay ti can thiét.

4. To broaden my horizons: m& réng tam nhin.
= We should go to other countries, getting to know more people and their cultures to broaden

our horizons.
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Chiing ta nén di nuoc ngoai, lam quen vo1 nhiéu nguol va vol neén vin hoa cua ho dé mo rong

tam nhin hon.

5. Out of someone’s reach: ngoai tim véi cua ai do.
= We should make sure that all the dangerous things are kept out of children’s reach.

Compromising on safety can make us pay a high price.

Chiing ta nen chic chén n;mg tat ca nhirng vat nguy hiém duoc dat ngoal tam véi cua tré em,

viéc Xem nhe su an toan co thé khién ching ta tra gia dat.

6. To go on a trip: di du lich.

= We went on a long trip to Thailand last summer.
Ching t6i c6 mot chuyén di dai ngay dén Thai Lan hé nim ngoai.

7. Be home to: la not o coa.

= A rain forest 1s home to a wide range of species of animals and plants.

Rimg mua nhiét doi la noi o cua nhiéu loai dong vat va thuc vat.

14. Punctuality

1. Do you think it’s important to be on time”

{Answer) To me, it's vitally important to be punctual (explain) because this 1s a way to show

respect to my partners as well as make them respect me. In fact, I always try to turn up on time.
2. In your country, is it important to be on time.
{Answer) | don’t think so.

(Explain) In fact, apart from formal situations, people in my country usually turn up 10 to 15
minutes late. Because of this, parties in Vietnam usually start around 30 minutes later than

expected.
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3. How do you feel when others are late?

{Answer) This really gets on my nerves to be honest.

(Explain) Being 5 minutes late 1s acceptable but [ really do not like the fact that people usually turn

up 30 minutes late without notifying me as it’s a sign of disrespect.

4. Are you, yourself, late often?

{Answer) Honestly speaking, | am hardly ever late for unacceptable reasons such as oversleeping or

being lazy.
(Extend) But in some cases such as heavy rain or bus breakdown, being late 1s inevitable.

5. How do you think you could improve and be on time more often?

(Answer) | believe that | could avoid being late by being more aware of bus breakdowns and bad

weather conditions.

(Extend) For example, on rainy days, [ will leave for school a bit earlier than usual.
6. Do you wear a watch?

{Answer) Yes, [ do.

(Extend) wearing a watch helps me to get time under my thumb to avoid being late. Also, 1t1sa

great accessory which makes me look better.
7. Do you think everyone should wear a watch?

{Answer) Well, | don’t think so.

(Explain) As technological devices which can give the time are now increasingly used by more and

more people, they do not have to wear a watch to know the time.

Vocabulary

8. To show respect to someone: ton trong nguon khac.
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= We should show respect to the elderly.
Chung ta nén tén trong ngudi lém tudi.

9. To turn up: c6 mat.

= More than 100 guests were invited to the party but only a half of them turned up.
Hon 100 nguon duoc moi tor birta tiec nhung chi mot nira c6 mat.

10. To get on my nerves: lam t61 buc minh.

= Her snoring when sleeping really gets on my nerves.
Téi rat buc minh vi ¢é 5}-’ hay ngay khi ngu.

11. breakdown: hu hong dot xuat.

= Due to a breakdown, all train services to Changi Airport were delayed.
Vi hur hong dot Xudt, tat ca cac chuyén tau dén sin bay Changi bi hoén lai.

12. Inevitable (a): khong thé tranh duoc.
= Death 15 inevitable.

Su chét la khéng thé tranh duoc.

13. Get someone/ something under the thumb: kiém soat.

= The French got the Vietnamese under their thumb until 1954,

15. Time management

1. How do you organize your time?

As a student, I have to meet tons of deadlines at university as well as complete the tasks assigned in
my part-time jobs and clubs. Therefore, it is pivotal that I schedule my time reasonably to ensure |
have enough time for everything and avoidprocrastination. Personally, | create an online imetable
that can be easily adjusted to keep myself on track and make sure that the amount of time

allocated to my studies, my jobs and my leisure time 15 well-balanced.
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2. Do you think people organize time i the same way?

['m not too sure about that, it varies according to age group I suppose. For example, students would
usually invest a substantial proportion of their ime in studying, finishing school assignments and
doing hobbies. In contrast, the majority of an adult’s time would be devoted to working and
socialising with their colleagues while less 1s spent on recreational activities.

3. Do you think 1t 15 important to be on time?

Certainly. Firstly, punctuality indicates respect and hence, is extremely important, especially in the
context of business and education. When we have an appointment with a business partner or
simply go to class or sit an exam for instance, we have to be on time to express our appreciation to
our partners and our teachers. Moreover, it shows that we are capable of taking care of ourselves
and feel a sense of accountability in whatever we do.

4. How do you feel when you are late for an appointment?

Needless to say, I would be profoundly apologetic if that were to happen. As | have said, turning
up late might give out the wrong signal that we don’t respect the people we'll be meeting, which 1s
exactly what I wouldn’t want them to think. It also hints that I may lack professionalism and self-
discipline, so I would be utterly ashamed and sorry whenever [ failed to be punctual.

5. How do you feel when others are late?

That’s interesting. Well, for formal meetings like job interviews, conferences or in-class
presentations, | always feel great disappointment when people show up late and even throw a fist if
it’s by too much. Yet, if | were to have a simple chat with my friends, | wouldn’t mind giving them
a few extra minutes. Ofcourse, 1n both cases, 1 would expect a justifiable reason for their lateness
and would probably let it slide if the excuses were understandable.

Vocabulary

1. pivotal (adj) [quan trong]: important, essential
Eg: The point behind today's post is that customer service is pivotal to the success of any business
2 Procrastination (n) [su tri tré, tri hodn]: the action of delaying or postponing something

Eg: Procrastination might lead to failures in meeting deadlines.
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3 To keep sb on track (phrase) [dam bao a1 lam theo ding ké hoach]: to make sure that
someone 15 on schedule; progressing as planned

Eg: The teacher tried to keep the student on track for passing his exams.

4 Allocate sth to sth/sb (phrase) [phan cai gi cho cai gi/ai]: Distnibute (resources or duties) for
a particular purpose.

Eg: In past years we didn't allocate enough funds to infrastructure maintenance so the building is a
little run-down.

5. Recreational activities (noun phrase) [nhimg hoat dong vui choi giai tri]: activities you do in
your leisure time for entertainment

Eg: Engaging in recreational activities 1s a good way to relieve stress.

6. To be devoted to sth (phrase) [danh phzlm lom thol gian/sire luc/ete cho cai gi]: Give all or
most of one's time or resources to (a person or activity)

Eg: [ wanted to devote more time to my family.

7. Punctuality (n) [su ding gio]: the quality of being on time

Eg: Poor punctuality is also a problem in some schools.

8 To have an appointment with sb (phrase) [co hen gidp mat voi ai]: to meet sb

Eg: | have an appointment with the dentist this weekend so I can’t go out with you.

9. Accountability (n) [su co trach nhiém]: willingness to accept responsibility

Eg: Accountability is important for a police service wounded by a lack of public trust.

10.  To be profoundly apologetic (cam thay rit c6 16i): to be very sorry

Eg: I'm profoundly apologetic for having misunderstood you.

11.  To give out the wrong signal (phrase) [lam cho ai tin vao diéu gi d6 khéng ding]: to

make people believe or think something that is not correct

Eg: If you don’t like him, don’t give out the wrong signal or he’ll be heart-broken.
12.  To throw a fist (idiom) [ndi gian, noi khiing]: to become extremely angry
Eg: My mom threw a fist when she learnt that I only got a 5/10 for my maths test.

13.  To let sth slide (phrase) [cho qua cai gi]: not take sth too seniously, tolerate sth
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16. Housework

1. Do you do housework at home?
(Answer) Well, yes.

(Extend) At home, [ usually help my mother with household chores such as washing dishes,

cooking and so on. Housework 1s quite challenging and exhausting sometimes, but I love doing it.
2. What kinds of housework do you often do?
(Answer) As I've said, | often cook, wash dishes and clean up the house.

(Explain) However, the kind of housework [ love doing the most 1s cooking as it gives me a

greater sense of satisfaction as well as it makes me respect food more.
3. Did you do housework when you were a child?
(Answer) Yes, definitely.

(Explain) My mom made me tidy up toys when [ was around 3 or 4 years old and when [ got older,

at the age of 8, [ was taught to do the washing-up.

4. Do you think that children should do housework?

(Answer) | really believe that they should do housework (Explain) because this helps them to learn
how to live independently and to avoid the fact that they do not know how to do anything when

getting married and having kids.
5. Do you think that men and women should share housework?
(Answer) Absolutely yes.

{Explain) Any household containing multiple people requires a division of responsibility, and that

should be determined by relevant factors. Gender 1s irrelevant to this division, 100% irrelevant.

6. What kinds of household chores do you dislike doing?
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(Answer) To be honest, | am really not into cleaning up (explain) as after cleaning up an entire
house in preparation for the Tet holiday, for example, 1 am exhausted. Moreover, there are some

gross insects such as cockroaches ready to attack me while doing the job.
Vocabulary:

1. Household chores: viéc nha.

= Men and women should equally share household chores.
Nam gidi va nir gidi nén chia déu viéc nha dé lam.

7. To do the washing-up: rira cheén bat.

= | am the one who is responsible for doing the washing-up after dinner.
Téi 1a ngudi rira chén sau mdi bira t6i.

17. Family

1) How often do you meet with your family?

It's normally once a month. At present I'm studying and working in another city, which 1s quite far
from my hometown, so I can only set aside time for my family at the end of the month, because of
the distance and heavy workload, you know.

2) How do you spend the time with your family?

We often spend quality time together on eating scrumptious meals prepared by my mother, talking
with each other while enjoying our favorite delicious foods. It’s a precious time when we can
momentarily get away from the hectic whirlwind of daily activities.

3) Do you want to live with your family in the future?

I'd prefer we live in the same city, so that we could take good care of each other, while making sure
our family’s bond is secure and will not suffer from potential discrepancies in our individual
lifestyles or the generation gap.

4 What activities do your family like doing together?
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My family often gather around the table enjoying a cozy mealtogether, communmicating and
sometimes busting into laughter because of my father’s humorous stories. We're also particularly
into family game nights, when we huddle together to play cards or other family favorites.

5) Are you close to of your family members?

Most of them. Actually I'm a little bit more distant with my brother as compared to other members.
We have personality conflicts, and different viewpoints so we often have arguments over even the
smallest things.

6) How has your family influenced you?

My family has definitely shaped who | am now. They have imprinted on me proper principles like
respect, moral values and good manners. I have also inherited humbleness from my mother , and
determination and patience from my father.

7) Do you want to be married or to be single in the future?

Yes, | do want to get married. We all ultimately find our true love in life, you know, and marriage 1s
the ultimate commitment that we can make to our soulmate. Moreover, | want to build a loving and

supporting home for my children like my parents have done for us.

Vocabulary

v Set aside (d¢ danh ra) [phrasal verb] reserve for a special purpose, put to one side
Example: Some doctors advise setting aside a certain hour each day for excercise

v Scrumptious ( ngon tuyét ) (thie an) [adj] very pleasing, delicious

Example: From breakfast until dinner, hawkers sell an infinite variety of some of the world's most
scrumptious snacks.

v Hectic whirlwind (of activity) (vong xoay ban rén cua cong viéc ) [expression] a busy
schedule

Example: Within a hectic whirlwind of activity demanded by her vast portfolio, Powell makes time
for personal life with her husband, Richard.

v Discrepancy (su khac biét ) [n] lack of agreement or balance/ difference
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Example: WFI called in police last November after spotting apparent discrepancies between
donations made to the organisation and its expenditure.

v Burst into laughter (pha lén cudt) [1diom] suddenly begin to laugh

Example: The situation was so ndiculous, they simply burst into laughter.

v Huddle together ( tim tum vao nhau) [v] gather/bunch together

Example: Four teens huddled together for comfort Sunday at the memorial service to honor victims
of the attack at Columbine High School.

v Imprint ( ¢dy véo, in siu vio) [v] to establish securely, as in the mind or consciousness
Example: It's believed that most of our habits are imprinted early in childhood.

v Ultimate ( cudi cting, mang tinh nén tang) [adj] / fundamental, elemental/most significant

Example: Of course the ultimate responsibility for the present conflict without doubt lies with

the aggressor.

18. Teenagers

1. Do you spend much time with teenagers?

Well, yes of course, especially because I'm one of them. My circle of friends consists of mostly
adolescents as they are the age group that [ interact most with, either at school or outside of school.
Moreover, ['m a social butterfly and enjoy people’s company, so | spend most of my freetime

socialising with my teenage friends.

No, not really. I've already passed the phase, so my circle of friends consists of mostly people of
my age and older. Even though I'm a social butterfly, it 15 rare to even have the chance to meet a

teenager, not to mention socializing with them as I'm so eccupied with my working life.
What do teenagers usually do in your country?

It really varies, but I can name some popular activities that most Vietnamese teenagers indulge in.
The first one 1s quite obvious, hanging out with people of the same age rather than their parents.
This 15 because they are seeking a sense of independence when entering adult life and thus, don’t

want too much parental involvement in their making of decisions. Another popular pastime of
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teenagers 15 surfing the Intermet — which might be undesirable as this can distract them from their

studies or lead to a breakdown in communications between juveniles and their parents.
What is the best part of being a teenager?

The best thing about being a teenager 1s having the guts and the freedom to do whatever they want.
Teenagers can be rebellious and disobedient, but people will only regard this as a normal phase that
teenagers go through, whereas adults will constantly be told to “act their age’ if they ever want to

do something that seems a little childlish.
What is teenagers” fashion like?

[ can’t say for sure, as fashion trends are only temporary. However, I must say that although
teenage fashion 1s diverse, it seems like adolescents usually dress to reflect their personalities and to
express individuality. While adults have to follow certain dresscodes according to their
occupations, teenagers are at liberty to dress however they want, even 1f this means choosing to

wear the most outrageous outfits.
Vocabulary

Tir vung chii dé: Family

1. to enter adult life

Meaning: the stage when adolescents are almost old enough to be legally independent of their

parents

Example: Parents who have devoted time and thought to raising and educating their children have

given them a good prepartion to enter adult life.
2 parental involvement

Meaning: the act or process of parents when taking part in their children’s activities
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Example: Parental involvement allows parents to monitor school and classroom activities, and to
coordinate their efforts with teachers to encourage acceptable classroom behavior and ensure that

the child completes schoolwork.

Tir vung chu dé: Communication and Personality

1. a social butterfly

Meaning: refers to an extrovert person who loves to socialize

Example: A social butterfly is a person who 1s socially dynamic, networking, charismatic, and

personally gregarious.
2 a breakdown in communications
Meaning: a misunderstanding which results from people failing to discuss and resolve something

Example: The dispute between the workers and the employer was the result of a breakdown in

communications over wages.
3. to act one's age
Meaning: to behave in a way suitable for someone as old as you are

Example: During the most recent years of her career, Madonna has faced criticism for her revealing
outfits, her outrageous performances and her decision to collaborate with her younger

contemporaries, with many calling for her to “act her age”.

Vocabulary
circle of friends (expression)
Meaning: A number of close friends who usually do things together as a group

Example: Extroverts usuaaly have a big circle of friends.
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to socialize (verb)

Meaning: to meet and spend time with people in a fnendly way, especially in order to enjoy

yourself

Example: [ enjoy socializing with my fellow students after class, in a coffee shop or playing

football.

to be occcupied with something (expression)

Meaning: to be busy with something

Example: Can you please do the laundry? I'm occupied with the baby.
to indulge in (phrasal verb)

Meaning: to allow yourself or another person to have something enjoyable, especially more than

15 good for you

Example: We took a deliberate decision to indulge in a little nostalgia.

juvenile (noun) [nguai vi thanh nién)

Meaning: a young person

Example: If you are under 18, you are a juvenile.

to have the guts to do sth (expression) [c6 can dam lam gi]

Meaning: To have enough courage, conviction, or resolve (to do something).

Example: You're always talking about quitting your job, but Idon't think you have the guts.
individuality (noun)

Meaning: the qualities that make a person or thing different from others

Example: It's a competent essay, but it lacks individuality and contains no new ideas.
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to be at liberty to do sth (expression)

Meaning: to have the freedom to do something

Example: You are an adult now, you are at liberty to make your own decisions.
9. outrageous (adjective)

Meaning: very shocking and unusual

Example: The behaviour of some football fans 1s outrageous, especially their swearing and

aggression.

19. Meals
2. What food do people where you live usually eat?

(Answer) People living in my province usually eat veggies and seafood (Explain) because

firstly, we have them in abundance and secondly, they are pretty healthy.
2. Which meal of the day do you think 1s the most important?
(Answer) It's definitely breakfast.

(Explain) To be honest, | do not have to work physically much as I'm still a student. However,
[ easily lose concentration and do not feel like studying when not having breakfast before

school.
2. What do you usually eat for lunch (breakfast, dinner)?

(Answer) Just like other Vietnamese people, | eat nce with veggies and meat or fish. (Extend)
But sometimes, [ eat pho or bun, which are some of traditional Vietnamese foods, for lunch

mstead of rice.

2. Do you prefer to eat 3 full meals a day or do you prefer to eat many snacks throughout the

day?
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(Answer) Well, | prefer to eat 3 full meals a day (explain) because | do not have time to eat
many snacks throughout a day and [ would have to do the washing-up more often when eating

more meals.

2. Do you think 1t 1s better to eat one big meal a day or 15 1t better to eat several smaller meals

each day?
(Answer) | believe that it’s much healthier to divide one big meal into at least 3 meals per day.

(Explain) Our stomach has 1ts limit. If we suddenly put a great a mount of food into an empty
stomach, 1t will have to work much harder than usual, which 15 not beneficial to our health at

all.
2. Is there any special food that you particularly like?
(Answer) Actually, I like pasta and pho the most.

(Explain) | am into pasta because cooking a great dish of pasta does not require much of an
effort. On the other hand, the well-known Vietnamese dish 1s extremely hard to cook but the

taste of it 1s just out of this world.
2. Would you like to try any new food?

(Answer) Yes, of course. (Explain) I'd like to try eating traditional Middle Eastern food which

15 hard to find here in East Asia. ["ve heard that 1t tastes excellent but [ have had no chance to

try eating it.
Vocabulary

1. To feel a great sense of satisfaction: thich thi/thoa man.

= [ feel a great sense of satisfaction when playing a classical song successfully.

Téi thuc su thoa man/thich thi khi hoc xong mét duoc mét bai ¢6 dién.
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2. Household chores: viéc nha.

= Men and women should equally share household chores.
Nam gidi va nir gidi nén chia déu viéc nha dé lam.
3. To do the washing-up: rira chen bat.
= [ am the one who 1s responsible for doing the washing-up after dinner.
Téi 1a ngudi rira chén sau mbi bira téi.

4. Relevant: lién quan =< irrelevant: khong lién quan.
= You should only give relevant answers to the questions. Otherwise, irrelevant ones will

make you lose your points.
Ban chi nén dua cau tra lon thue sur lién quan. Nhimg ciu khong lién quan s& lam ban mat diém.

5. Abundance: dir thira, nhiéu.
= The Middle East have o1l in abundance.

Ving Trung Péng c6 rat nhiéu dau.

fr. Out of this world: xuat sic.

= Her singing performance was just out of this world.

Phan trinh dién hat cta cé 5}; rat xuat sic.

20. Computer

1. Do you use computers?

Yes, | am not a computer-illiterate person, and | have a desktop imn my bed room, which
undertakes heavy and demanding tasks. Besides, | have a computer that [ often bring with me to
university or on a trip. Both of my computers are very powerful and versatile, and I really love
them.

2. How often do you use your computers?
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Well, I use my computers almost every day to do my work, to shop online, to play music, and to
watch movies. Hardly does a day go by without me using my computers, because I always want to
keep myself abreast of new events on the Internet.

3. What kind of activities involves using computers?

Well, as I've just said, there are many kinds of activities involved in using computers such as
sending emails, surfingthe Web, watching movies, listening to music, you name them. Besides, |
think some people now use computers for specialized purposes regarding their own professions
such as programming software, editing video/audio and designing houses.

4. How important is your computer to you?

Undoubtedly, my computer 1s an indispensable part of my life. [ sit in front of the computer and
work with it every day, and 1 cannot imagine one day without my computer. Most of my
assignments and deadlines are conducted on my desktop and laptop. Not having my computer
around would be like not having arms or legs.. .

5. What kind of computer skills do you have?

Well, 1 know how to install different kinds of operating systems such as Mac OS, Windows and
Linux. Besides, I also know how to use different software including MS Office, Adobe [llustrator. |

am quite skillful at Excel and Power Point, which assists me a great deal in my daily activities.

Vocabulary:

1. computer-illiterate [expression]: people who do not know how to use computers: nguoi
khéng biét sir dung may tinh

Eg: Ewvidently, computer-illiterate people can be subject to a feeling of inferionty m this
technological era.

2. (to) undertake [v]: to make yourself responsible for sth and start doing it : dam duong, dam
nhan

Eg: University professors both teach and undertake research.

3. versatile [ad)]: able to do many different things : da nang

Eg: Josh is a versatile actor who has played a wide variety of parts.

4. (to) shop online [expression]: to buy things through the Internet: mua sim trurc tuyén
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Eg: Shopping online 1s both cheap and convenient.

5. (to) keep oneself abreast of sth [expression]: to make sure that you know all the most recent
facts about sth : luén cip nhap cai gi

Eg: It 1s almost impossible to keep abreast of all the latest developments in computing.

6. specialized [ad): designed or developed for a particular purpose or area of knowledge : chuyén
dung, thiét ké cho muc dich riéng

Eg: Our schools possess a lot of new specialized equipment.

7. profession [n]: a type of job that needs special training or skills : nghé nghiép

Eg: The medical profession requires a great deal of hard work.

8  indispensable [adj]: too important to be without : khéng thé thiéu duoc

Eg: Cars have become an indispensable part of our lives.

9. deadline [n]: a point in time by which sth must be done: han chot

Eg: We have to quicken our work to meet the deadlines.

10. software[n]: the programs, etc, used to operate a computer : phan mém

Eg: Peter is trying to install a piece of software.

11, skillful [adj]: good at doing sth, especially sth that needs a particular ability or special training
: ¢o ki ndng

Eg: The competition has invited skillful chefs to judge the participant’s dishes.

12, (to) assist[v]: to help sb to do sth : tro giip, giap di

Eg: We are looking for people who would be willing to assist the whole group.

21. Applications

Do you often use apps on mobile phones?

(Answer) Well, of course I do, | would even go as far as saying | might be over-reliant on them.
(Give reasons for your answer) I have installed tons of apps onto my devices, ranging from
navigation devices, games, music downloaders to internet browsers and social network apps.
What apps do you often use?

(Answer) For me, social media apps like Facebook and Instagram are those that [ turn to the most.

(Give reasons for your answer) The reason is that they are very versatile. Not only are they social
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network platforms for us to keep up with the lives of people around, but they also provide sources
of daily news.

Do you want to make an app of your own in the future?

(Answer) To be honest, I don’t think I either want to or am capable of doing so. (Give reasons for
your answer) Considering the fact that there are already abundant applications for all kinds of
purposes available on the market right now, it’s almost impossible to create a new app which can
go viral.

What kinds of apps do you expect in the future?

(Answer) That's a really hard question to answer when I think of the myriad range of apps in
existence. (Give reasons for your answer) However, | guess more advanced apps, offering remote
security for homes and cars or protection against viruses and online scams will be nsing in

popularity, since personal safety is one of the grave concerns these days.

Vocabulary

Chu dé Technology

1. to become over-reliant on

Meaning: to need something so that your survival or success depends too much on it

Example: Businesses have become over-reliant on complicated computer systems, so that if these
systems fail the results will be disastrous.

2. to go viral

Meaning: to become very popular on the internet

Example: One reason why people sometimes talk about ‘the global village” is that an image or news
on the internet sometimes goes viral and 1s seen by millions of people worldwide.

3. online scams

Meaning: clever and dishonest plans using the internet in order to make money.

Example: Many internet users have been victims of online scams, paying money for goods or

services that do not exist or are worthless.

Vocabulary
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Other new words

1. Internet browser (trinh duyét internet) [noun phrase]:

Meaning: a software application used to locate and display Web pages.

Example: Coc Coe is a well-known Vietnamese internet browser.

2. Versatile (linh hoat, da di niing) [adjective]:

Meaning: able to change easily from one activity to another or able to be used for many different
purposes

Example: He's a very versatile young actor who's as happy in romance dramas as he 15 in TV
comedies.

3. A social platform [noun phrase]:

Meaning: a social platform 1s a web-based technology that enables the development, deployment
and management of social media solutions and services.

Example: Facebook 1s one of the most popular social platforms.

4. On the market (co sin, ¢6 mit trén thi truong) [expression]:

Meaning: available for sale/consumption

Example: It's hard to decide which car model to buy, because there are so many on the market.

5. A grave concern (mot ndi bin khoiin nghiém trong) [noun phrase]:

Meaning: a problem that is important, serious and worrying

Example: War and terrorism are among the most important of the world’s grave concerns.

22, Dictionary

Do you use a dictionary?

(Answer) Yes, I do and [ actually make use of dictionaries on a daily basis. (Give a reason for your
answer) As an English major student/ as someone who 1s preparing for a language test, I'm
sometimes bombarded with new lexical items, which entails my looking them up in a dictionary
to find their meaning.

Which kind of dictionary is useful?

(Answer) Even though dictionaries in general are an indispensable tool for language learners, |

have to admit that the digital versions are best for on-the-go purposes. (Give a reason for your
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answer) Compared to the paper version which can be bulky and time-consuming to look up, digital
dictionaries appeal as a more feasible alternative. Carrying a heavy dictionary around is
incompatible with our modern lifestyle

Do you think the dictionary is useful?

(Answer) My answer 1s a definite yes, | can’t imagine acquiring new languages without the help
of dictionaries. (Give a reason for your answer) It’s all too common for languages learners to
encounter words or phrases that are simply over their head; and when they do, dictionaries are
what they can turn to for support.

What are the benefits of using a dictionary for kids?

(Answer) Kids can gain a lot by using dictionaries. (Give a reason for your answer) First, with a
dictionary at hand, 1t 1s more hkely that children will be more proactive at widening their
vocabulary range, as they can refer to it whenever they hear or read a new word. Second, with
electronic dictionaries in which the recorded pronunciations of words are available, children can
easily repeat after the audio for correct pronunciation, which 15 of great benefit, especially for
children learning a second language.

Is it important to look up words in dictionaries?

(Answer) [ do believe it 1s essential that language learners look up the meaning of unfamiliar words
in dictionaries. (Give a reason for your answer) The reason 1s that not only do dictionaries provide
all the possible meanings of each word in different contexts, with examples to illustrate, they also
give the accurate pronunciation of those words for the learners to mimic, which 15 extremely
helpful if learners want to master the native accent.

Do you prefer an electronic dictionary or paper version?

(Answer) To be honest, [ lean towards electronic dictionaries. (Give a reason for your answer) As |
was saying, paper dictionaries areovershadowed by electronic dictionaries in terms of practicality

and efficiency. Thus it is fair to say that the paper dictionary is becoming obsolete.

Vocabulary
Tt vung chu de Education

1. to bombard someone with something
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Meaning: to continually send someone something, esp. to inform or influence them.
Example: Every day it seems as if we are bombarded with e-mail messages warning of computer

VIruses.,

Tir vimg chu dé Traditional vs Modern

1. to be incompatible with

Meaning: not able to exist with another thing (or person), because of important differences.
Example: Communicating all information by letter is incompatible with the demands of modern

business.

Tir vimg chu de Language

1. to acquire a new language

Meaning: to be able to communicate in a new language as a result of your own efforts

Example: It takes many years of study to acquire a new language, so students have to be very

motivated to learn.

Tir vung chi dé Technology

1. to become obsolete

Meaning: to be no longer used because something new has been invented

Example: Technological innovation is now so rapid, that even the latest electronic devices soon

become obsolete.

Vocabulary

Other new words

1. to entail [verb]:

Meaning: to involve something that cannot be avoided

Example: Passing the IELTS exam entails many hours of studying.
2. indispensable [adjective]:

Meaning: too important to be without
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Example: Cars have become an indispensable part of our lives.

3. on the go [expression]:

Meaning: busy and active all the time

Example: Like most working mothers, she 1s always on the go.

4. bulky (cong kénh) [adjective]:

Meaning: too big and taking up too much space

Example: When you use delivery services, bulky packages might cost more to mail.

5. to be over one’s head (qua kho dé hiéu) [expression]:

Meaning: too difficult or strange for somebody to understand

Example: [ tried to take in what he was saying about nuclear fusion, but most of it went over my
head.

f. context (vin canh) [noun]:

Meaning: the situation within which something exists or happens, and that can help explain it
Example: In the context of the film, the romance between the two main characters did not fit the
story of the war.

7. mimie (bit chudc) [verb):

Meaning: to copy the way in which a person speaks or moves

Example: She was mimicking the various people in our office as a joke.

8. to lean towards

Meaning: to tend to support an idea or a proposal

Example: [ lean towards studying online nowadays, because it 1s more convenient.

9. to overshadow somebody/something (vuot mat boi av/cai gi) [phrase]:

Meaning: to cause someone or something to seem less important

Example: Karen has always felt overshadowed by her famous elder sister.

23. Music
1. Do you like listening to music?
I love listening to music, especially US-UK. My favorite artists are Miley Cyrus and Troye Sivan;

their songs always sound awesome to me.
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2 When do you listen to music?

Basically I hsten to music whenever 1 feel like doing so, but maybe I most often do that before
going to sleep, when I'm on the bus, or when [ don’t have any important tasks to work on.

3. Did you learn instruments?

[ didn’t take up any musical instruments, and haven’t still. [ have always wanted to learn to play
the piano ever since | was a kid, but never got the chance too. I'm planning on getting some piano
lessons this summer.

4. Did you have any music classes in school?

[ used to have music classes back when | was in primary school and secondary school only. I really
loved my music class in secondary school - for our midterm and final tests, we had to form a group
of at least four and perform a certain song that we chose ourselves. It was so much fun.

5. Do you think it is necessary for children to have music classes?

In my opinion, children should always have music classes. Music has been scientifically proven to
have positive influences on one’s way of thinking and feeling, so it will do people good 1f they can
experience music from an early age.

6. What do you think of Vietnamese traditional music?

It's not really to my taste, to be honest. | literally cannot listen to traditional kinds of music such as
“ca tru”, “cai luong” or “cheo”. I really like listening to songs created during the war though.
Maybe because my dad was a soldier, he often told me stories about his years in the army and so |

can somehow relate deeply to those kinds of songs.
7.How much time do you spend listening to music every day?

It depends. I often listen to music when I'm doing the housework or when I'm on the bus. At that
time, [ feel like I can immerse myself in my own world. When [ need to really concentrate on

school work, I don’t really listen to music as it can cause some real unwelcomed distraction.

8.What is your favorite kind of music?
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[ don’t have a particular taste in music. | can pretty much listen to everything as long as it sounds
good to me. Still, I can hardly listen to Vietnamese traditional music, some countries’ folk songs

and several tracks belonging to the classical genre.
9.When did you start listening to this type of music?
[Let’s just say I"'m into rock music]

The first time [ heard a rock song was when my dad tumed on the TV and there was a performance
of a very famous rock band in Vietnam called “Buc Tuong”. It was amazing. | started searching for
more songs from the Vietnamese band, and songs belonging to the same genre, and have decided

ever since that rock music would be a part of my spiritual hife.
10.How do you feel when you listening to music?

Relaxed and free, | guess. Music, to me, 15 a way of hiding from all the hustle and bustle of
everyday life. I listen to music when I'm under a lot of pressure, and I just feel so fine. It’s the

feeling of finally coming home after years and years of living far away, I think.
Vocabulary

Tir vung thuée chu dé The Arts:

folk songs

Meaning: songs in the traditional style of a country or community

Example: Traditional folk songs are part of the cultural henitage of a nation or region.
Dich dai y

Folk songs: nhac co t]'uyém" dan toc

Nghia: nhirng bai hat theo phong cach tm}rén thémg ctia mot dat nuée hay mot cong dfing.
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Vi du: nhimg bai hat din téc c6 truyén la mét phan di san vin hoéa clia mét quéc gia hay mét ving

mien.
to take up a musical instrument
Meaning: to start to learn to play a musical instrument

Example: Schools should encourage all those children who have an interest to take up a musical

instrument.

Dich dai y

To take up a musical instrument: hoc chol mét nhac cu

Nghia: bit dau hoc dé choi duoc mét nhac cu nao do

Vi du: Truong hoc nén khu}rén khich nhimg hoc sinh ma co himg thi choi nhac cu.
genres of music

Meaning: particular types or styles of music

Example: Different genres of music tend to be favoured by different age groups, with classical

music more popular among the elderly.

Dich dai y

Gienres of music: thé loai 4m nhac

Nghia: nhirg thé loai hay phong cach am nhac cu thé

Vi du: Nhirng thé loai 4m nhac khéc nhau duoc yéu thich boi nhirng lira tudi khac nhau, nhur 14 nhac

co dién thi duge ngudi cao tudi wa thich hon.

Tir vung khac:
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Do sb good [expression] (to improve someone’s health or life): anh huong t6t dén sirc khoé hodc

cudc sé-ng cua a1 do

E.g. You can't work all the time - it does you good to go out and enjoy yourself sometimes.
Be to one’s taste [expression] (be something one likes): ding khau vi/so thich cua ai d6
E.g. I'm not really into new cars - old vintage cars are more to my taste!

Relate [verb] (to be able to understand a situation or someone's feelings because you have

experienced something similar yourself): hiéu dwoc, cam nhan duoc
E.g. | often wake up very early - I'm sure most readers over 50 can relate.

Immerse yourself in something [verb] (to become completely involved in something): chim dim

trong cai gi

E.g. She got some books out of the library and immersed herself in Jewishhistory and culture.
Hustle and bustle [expression] (noise and activity): su on do

E.g. I love the hustle and bustle of the marketplace.

Still [adv] (nevertheless; on the other hand): tuy vay

E.g. I don’t really like weddings. Still, I'll have to go or they’ll be offended

24, Advertisements

Are there many advertisements in your country?
[ would say yes. You can easily see a wide range of advertisements almost everywhere in my

hometown. For example, almost half of a newspaper is made up of ads.

Why do you think there are so many advertisements now?
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[ guess it’s due to their benefits. First, advertising 1s an essential part of promotional campaigns
for companies to reach their end users. It helps raise the visibility of a company's brand. Second,

advertisements can act as decoration on the street. | find a street better-looking with advertisements.

What are the various places where we see advertisements?

Today advertising gets to people through different forms of communication, from print media to
electronic ones, soyou can see advertisements on websites, social networks or in the newspapers
and magazines. There are also ads you see outdoors as well, for example, large banners and posters

hung on the roads, on the buses or trains.

How do you feel about advertisements?
Most people may find those ways of product promotion annoying, but I'm an exception. I'm quite
into advertisements. They're colourful, brilliantly designed. illustrated, photographed or typeset

pieces and often have useful, informative contents.

VOCABULARY

v Promotional campaign: [noun] A series of advertisements using various marketing tools
that share the same message and ideas to promote a business or event to a target audience.

Example: Promotional campaigns play a crucial role in the marketing strategy of a company.

v End users: [noun] Person or organization that actually uses a product

Example: We provide the best quality products to our end users.

v Print media: [noun] refers to paper publications circulated in the form of physical editions
of newspapers, articles, journals, etc

v Electronic media: [noun] refers to television, radio, etc

v Informative: [adjective] giving useful information

Example: The professor’s lecture was very informative and I learned a lot from it.

25, Outdoor Activities

Do you like outdoor activities?
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Definitely! [ think outdoor activities do wonders for our mental and physical health. So, | often

spend my leisure time playing sports or taking a walk around the park.
What outdoor activities do you (most) like to do?

Well, I enjoy lots of activities like hiking, camping or skateboarding, but I'm particularly keen on
cycling, especially in the open countryside. It’s fun, relaxing and easy to do, you know. More than

that, biking helps me get energized and ward off feelings of exhaustion.
What outdoor sports do you like? (Why?)

['m really into playing badminton. It’s quite popular in my country so I can play it with my friends,
my family members or my next-door neighbor and strengthen the bond with them. Moreover,

badminton develops my quick reflexes as well, so | do think it’s a fantastic sport.

How much time do you spend outdoors every week?

On average, | guess that | do some outdoors activity 2 or 3 times a week . [ normally spend at least
one morning per week cycling, and take part in some sports or other outdoor activities when ['m
free. It’s not so frequent, | know, which is due to my busy schedule, but I always try to arrange as

much time as possible for some outdoor exercise.
Do Vietnamese people go out a lot?

It’s kind of hard to say, but people around me tend to spend more time indoors. They’re living a
fast-paced lifestyle with most of their time devoted to working, commuting and connecting on
soclal media, so, doing things outdoors doesn’t seem to be a regular or important part of their

calendar.
What (types of) outdoor activities are popular in your country?

Well, probably jogging and yoga. I'm not sure about this but in my country, you can easily catch
sight of groups of people from all walks of life jogging or doing yoga in the parks every moming or

in the evening. So, these may be the most popular outdoor activities, [ guess.

+ Dé tim hiéu théng tin vé khéa hoc, bd sich méi nhit cua thiy Bach,

cic ban truy cip: www ngochach com

+ Lién hé véi IELTS Ngoc Bach, cic ban viao www.ngocbach com muc “Lién hé.” 65




How and where do people in your country usually socialize?

People in my country nowadays tend to socialize at work or at school. Besides, people of my age
often meet up and chat in coffee shops or restaurants which are popular and often beautifully
designed, while the older usually get together in the parks or gather at someone’s home to cook and

exchange pleasantries.

Vocabulary

1. Do wonders (for sb/sth) (co loi cho) [expression] have a beneficial effect

Example: Fresh air and excercise do wonders for your health.

2. Be keen on (expression) (rat thich): liking sth/somebody very much; be very interested in
something

Ex: He's mad keen on planes — he has a huge collection of photos of aircraft.

3. The open countryside (expression): far from cities or many houses or other buildings

Ex: [ love to walk in the open countryside, through the fields and over the mountains.

4. Energized (adjective): (cam thay tran day nang lrong) feel full of energy or enthusiasm
Example: Doing some morning yoga 1s a natural way to get more energized.

5. ward off (phrasal verb) (ne, tranh): to protect yourself against danger or 1llness

Example: She often carries a bit of fresh ginger to ward off headache.

6. Be into something (expression): (Thich tha) to be interested in something in an active way.
Ex: He's into surfing in a big way — he goes to the beach every weekend.

7. Strengthen the bond (expression): to make a connection stronger between people or things
Ex: The peace treaty strengthened the bond of friendship between the governments of the two
countries.

8 reflex (noun): (phan xa) a person’s ability to respond to new or changing stimuli.

Example: A sportsperson must have quick reflexes, especially 1n sports such as tenms or football.

9. Schedule (noun): a plan of all the things that you have to do
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Ex: My schedule today includes lunch with the company director and a meeting with a client in the
afternoon.

10.  Fast-paced (adjective): (nhip d6 nhanh) happening very quickly

Example: It's a myth that all older people struggle with the fast-pacedevolution of technology.

11.  Catch sight of (expression): (bét gip, nhin thiy) see something for only a moment

Example: I caught sight of someone with red hair and | knew 1t was you.

12, Socialize (verb): to meet and spend time with people in a friendly way, in order to enjoy
yourself

Ex: At umiversity, I enjoyed socializing with other students.
26. Internet
1) Do you use the Internet (very much)?

= (Answer) Yes. (Give a reason for your answer) | depend on it for my study, work,

entertainment, so life would be totally dull without using the Internet.
2) How often do you use the Internet?

= (Answer) | use 1t constantly throughout my daily routine. (Give a reason for your answer) |
check my emails whenever | wake up in the morming, [ use it at university and then | entertain

myself by watching videos movies online before going to bed.
3) How (or, where) do you go onto the Internet?

= (Answer) | have a latest cutting-edge device, which 1s an Iphone X and I mostly spend my free

time on surfing the Internet through this device.
4) Have you ever bought anything on the Internet?

= (Answer) Yes. I'm crazy about shopping, especially cosmetics and clothes. (Give a reason for
your answer) Thanks to the Internet | have come to prefer online shopping to going to market since

there are a lot of offers available.
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5) Is the Internet very important (or, useful) to you?

=2 (Answer) Absolutely! (Give a reason for your answer) With the invention of the Internet, [ can
access a wide range of information, which is very useful for gaining knowledge about areas [ don’t

know about.
6) When was the first time you used the Internet?

= (Answer) It was the moment | saw my older brother with his eyes glued to the computer screen
playing an online game called “Audition”. | was curious about what he was doing. Then, he showed

me how to connect to the Internet in order to play that game.
7) How did you learn to use the Internet?

= (Answer) There 1s a subject called IT in my primary school. We had to write a report on the
computer and then my teacher instructed me how to log on. Now, | have become an expert at using

the Internet.
8.)Do you think the Internet 1s a good thing?

=2 (Answer) To my mind, the Internet has definitely come up with great benefits to offer all of us.
(Give a reason for your answer) In the era of modernization, people can keep in touch with each
other regardless of distance. Moreover, the Internet provides us with countless sources of helpful
information. You see, just with a click on Google, you get what you are looking for instantly. The

Internet has surely connected people around the world and made it a better place.
Dudl (adjective): Te nhat, buon chan.

Example: Life would be dull without music.

To depend on something (phrasal verb): Phu thudc vao cai gi do.

Example: Family financial is a highly-debatable topic.

Daily routine (noun): Sinh hoat thuong ngay.
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Example: This daily routine has helped me to endure until now.

Latest (adjective): Mai nht.

Example: Iphone X, which is Apple’s latest smartphone, just came onto the market last month.
Cutting-edge device (expression): Thiét bi cong nghé “gdc canh”.

Example: Smartphones these days are becoming more cutting-edge than in the past.
To be crazy about something (expression): Phdt cudng vdi cdi gi do.

Example: The fans were crazy about his song.

Access something (verb): Truy cdp vao cai gi do.

Example: You don 't have the right to access this website.

To have someone eyes glued to something (expression): Dan mdt véao cdi gi do.
Example: He has been having his eyes glued to the TV screen for 3 hours.

Curious about something (adjective): To mo.

Example: Tell me! I'm so curious about your good news.

To log on (verb): Dang nhdp.

Example: You have to remember your password to log on to Facebook.

To come up with something (phrasal verb): Buwa ra cai gi do.

Example: This task was really hard but he finally came up with the right answer.
Keep in touch (expression) Giir lién lac.

Example: Remember to keep in touch when you get there.
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27. Sleep
How long should people sleep for the benefit of their health? Why?

(Answer) ['m not too sure, but according to what I have read, around 8 hours of sleep per day
would be optimal. (Give reason for your answer) This 15 said to be the perfect amount of time for
people to rejuvenate and recharge their minds and bodies. If people constantly sleep a lot more
than this recommended amount of time, they are more likely to be prone to obesity, which will

certainly carry serious health risks.
Do you think that the old should sleep more than the young? Why?

(Answer) No, [ don’t think that should be the case. (Give reason for your answer) I believe that the
amount of time people spend resting should correlate with how much they exert themselves during
the day. Usually, young people spend more of their energy on physical activities so it’s more

reasonable for the young to sleep more than the elderly.

What do you do to improve sleeping quality?

(Answer) There are several measures that can be taken to assure a quality sleep. (Give reason for
your answer) First,  make sure that [ work out at the gym or take gentle exercise as | usually find
myself drifting to sleep faster and sleep more soundly after | have taken regular exercise during
the daytime. In addition, [ find that some soothing music and comfy pillows are really helpful in

ensuring a good night’s sleep.
Do you think it's effective?

(Answer) Yes, from my personal experience, the solutions I mentioned have proved to be quite
effective. (Give reason for your answer) When I'm drained after a long day or I've done a hardcore
work-out at the fitness centre, [ am often sore all over and crave for some rest. Then, nothing 1s
more satisfying than to crash out at might, falling asleep while hstening to slow and relaxing

melodies.
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Vocabulary

Tir vung chi dé Health

1. to be prone to obesity (expression)

Meaning: to be likely to become fat in an unhealthy way

Example: Children who are addicted to watching television, instead of playing outdoor games, are

more prone to obesity.
2 to carry health risks (expression)
Meaning: to have effects which could be bad for one’s health

Example: Smoking and drinking alchohol are potentially dangerous habits, because they carry

serious health risks.
3. to take regular exercise (expression)
Meaning: to do some physical activity on a regular basis

Example: Authonties should encourage people of all ages to take regular exercise by providing

facilities in each community.

Tir vung chii dé Sports and exercise
1. to exert oneself (reflexive verb)
Meaning: to make a big physical effort to do something

Example: | believe that sports professionals deserve high salaries, because constant hard training is

necessary so that they can exert themselves to the limit when they compete.

2 to work out at the gym (expression)
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Meaning: to train the body by physical exercise at the gym

Example: As part of a healthy hfestyle, people of all ages should work out at the gym on a regular

basis.
3. to take gentle exercise (expression)
Meaning:to do exercise which is not physically demanding or tiring

Example: Even the elderly can keep fit by taking gentle exercise, like jogging or even a walk in

the park.

Other vocabulary:

1. optimal (t6i wu) [adjective]

Meaning: best; most likely to bring success or advantage

Example: The optimal temperature for the development of larvae is in the range 18-26"C.
2. to rejuvenate (lam tre lai, khoe la1) [verb]

Meaning: to make somebody/something look or feel younger, more hively or more modern
Example: Special creams can be used to rejuvenate the skin.

3. to sleep soundly (ngu ngon lanh, yén lanh)

Meaning: if you sleep soundly, you sleep very well and very deeply

Example: The baby was sleeping soundly after listening to his mother’s lullaby.

4. soothing (diu dang, ém ai) [adjective]

Meaning: making somebody who 1s anxious, upset, etc. feel calmer/ making a tense or painful part
of your body feel more comfortable

Example: The soothing voice of the singer made everyone in the audience feel relaxed.

5. drained (kiét sirc, mét mo1) [adjective]

Meaning: very tired and without energy

Example: The death of her father left her emotionally drained.
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f. crave for something (them cai gi) [phrasal verb]

Meaning: to have a very strong desire for something

Example: Pregnant women can occasionally erave for weird food.
7. to crash out [phrasal verb]

Meaning: to throw yourself down to sleep in an exhausted state

Example: After the late-might party at my house, several of my fnends crashed out on the floor.

28. Boats

1. Inyour country do people use boats?

Yes, there are numerous kinds of boats, for personal use and commercial use. They are very
common on the coast. Because many provinces in my country border on the sea, their residents
earn a living through activities near the sea, which requires the use of a boat. The image of a boat
in my country 1s usually associated with beaches and the underwater world.

2. What do they use boats for?

Well, as I have said, boats can be utilized to serve different purposes, but mainly for commercial
ones. Lots of businesses use boats, or ships, to transport their goods to other countries and [ have
several friends whose families possess small boats to go on a vacation. Frequently at weekends,
they go fishing or diving or sometimes just sail around the coast and visit one of the rustic fishing
villages nearby.

3.  Would you like to own a boat?

Yes, maybe one day in the future. 1 think it 1s really enjoyable to immerse vourself in the fresh
cool air coming from the sea. Besides, going on a boat trip for an afternoon at times benefits your
health, which 1s an 1deal getaway from the hardships and burdens of life. However, at the moment,
having a boat appears to be too extravagant for me.

4. What would you do with a boat?

[ think I would do the same thing as most people, go fishing and diving, occasionally invite my
friends to join in these activities with me. Maybe we would organize a picnic on a boat, stocked
withrefreshments or sail round the coast to enjoy the immeasurable beauty of the sea.

5.  Would you shop online or in a store for a boat?
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[ would probably do some research online first, you know, about different models and
specifications, and then go to a dealer to see the boat that [ was interested in. Obviously, 1 would
want to take it for a test drive and make sure that | was totally satisfied before buying it. If I found
my favorite boat, | would try to bargain for the most reasonable price so maybe ['d buy 1t online or

from a local boat dealer depending on the best price I could reach.

Vocabulary:

1. commercial [adj]: connected with the buying and selling of goods and services: thugc vé thuong
mai . mua ban

Eg:The centre is the commercial heart of the city.

2. (to) border on [v]: to be next to sth : ké, sat cai gido

Eg: Areas bordering on the Pacific Ring are subject to numerous disasters every year.

3. (to) earn a living [expression]: earn money to live: kiém tién dé song

Eg: Jane eams a living as a freelance journalist.

4. (to) transport [v]: to take sth/sb from one place to another in a vehicle: chuyén cha, vin chuyén
Eg: This ship 1s often used to transport passengers in this province.

5. (to) go on a vacation [expression]: to spend time travelling or resting away from home : di nghi
maét

Eg: Tom went on a vacation last month with his girlfriend.

6. (to) immerse oneself/sb in sth [v]: to become or make sb completely involved in sth: dam chim
vio cai gi

Eg: Judy has completely immersed herself in work since her husband’s death.

7. hardship [v]: a situation that is difficult and unpleasant for you: sir kho khan

Eg: People suffered many hardships during that long bitter winter.

8. extravagant [adj]: very extreme or impressive but not reasonable or practical : xa xi

Eg: Winning the lottery is such an extravagant dream.

9. refreshment [n]: food and drink : d6 &n thic uéng

Eg: In the middle of the journey, the team stopped for refreshments.
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10. immeasurable [adj]: too large, great to be measured : bao la, réng 1ém, khéng thé dong dém
duoc

Eg: The earthquake caused immeasurable harm to the citizens.

11. specification [n]: a detailed description of how sth is, or should be, designed or made : dic
diem ki thuat

Eg: The manager tested the specifications of the new model with great caution.

12. reasonable [adj]: (of prices) not too expensive : hop 1y, phai chiang

Eg: Our supermarket 1s committed to selling good quality food at reasonable prices.

29. Animals
1. (Do you like animals?)
(Answer) Of course, all creatures are beautiful in their own way.

(Give a reason for your answer) Animals are mostly helpful living beings to humans, so [ really

like to be with them.
2. (What's your favorite animals/ Why?)
{Answer) In general, | would say that [ really love cats.

(Give a reason for your answer) They are small and cute animals, which sometimes act out of the
ordinary. In comparison with dogs, dogs are more friendly and loyal but [ still like cats,

especially their soft and fluffy bodies and their independence.

3. (Are people in your country fond of animals?)

(Answer) Yes, they truly are. People in my country love animals and even regard them as friends or

family members.

(Give a reason for your answer) You could find a dog, a cat or a cow bemng owned by a family. |

think it 1s not for any monetary reason but rather because they like being surrounded by animals

+ Dé tim hiéu théng tin vé khéa hoc, bd sich méi nhit cua thiy Bach,

cic ban truy cip: www ngochach com

+ Lién hé véi IELTS Ngoc Bach, cic ban viao www.ngocbach com muc “Lién hé.” 75




and taking great care of them. Animals do bring a certain amount of happiness and togetherness to

a family.
4. (Do many people in your country keep animals at home (or keep a pet)?)
(Answer) Yes, they do.

(Give a reason for your answer) Vietnamese people love their pets, especially dogs. They
appreciate dogs for the company they provide. Fish are another common pet in Vietnam even
though they don’t do much for their owners. Besides, some foreigners are surprised to know that

birds and reptiles are prefered by many Vietnamese.
5. (Do children like animals?)

Some children | know love animals so much and they have all kinds of pets and the pets are taken
care of gently and beautifully. But there are also those who are scared of some animals, especially

invertebrate species and dangerous kinds. Overall, I think 1t all depends on their characteristics.

6. (What was your favorite animal when you were a child?)

Well, I was not a very particular animal lover as a child to be honest. | used to get frightened by
different kinds of animals, and the only kind that I felt easy to be with was birds. I used to admire

them for their beautiful voices and unique ability to fly.

7. (Did you have any pets when you were a child?)

Yes, my father got a dog for us when we were children. Yet, | remember he was so aggressive that
we rarely played with him. He used to be kept only for guarding the house. Later on, when he
started recognizing us, he allowed us to approach him. I remember my sister actually felt attached

to him a great deal, so when he died, it was a true shock to her.
Vocabulary:

49. out of the ordinary [expression|: unusual: khac thuong
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Eg: For the police, the incident was nothing out of the ordinary.
50. in comparison with [expression]|: when compared with sth: khi duoc so sanh van
Eg: The paintings he made later pale in comparison with his earlier work.

51. loyal [adj]: firm and not changing in your friendship with or support for a person or an

organization, or in your belief in your principles: trung thanh
Eg: When all her other friends deserted her, Steve remained loyal.
52. surround [v]: to be everywhere around something: bao quanh
Eg: She said that she wanted to die surrounded by the people she loves

53. togetherness [n]: the pleasant feeling of being united with other people in friendship and

understanding: sur bén nhau
Eg: War had given to the community a greater sense of togetherness.

54. appreciate [v]: to recognize how good someone or something 1s and to value him, her, or it:

trin trong
Eg: There's no point buying him expensive wines - he doesn't appreciate them.

55. reptile [n]: an animal that produces eggs and uses the heat of the sun to keep its

blood warm: dong vat bo sat

Eg: Reptiles are cold-blooded animals — they need the sun to stay warm.
56. gently [adv]: in a calm, kind, or soft way: mét cach nhe nhang

Eg: Jack treated his girlfriend so gently.

57. invertebrate [n]: an animal with no spine: déng vat khéng xwong séng
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Eg: He was a leading authority on polychaetes, and 1s credited with describing many

invertebrate species new to science.
58. particular [adj]: special, or this and not any other: dac biét

Eg: In the light of recent incidents, we are asking our customers to take particular care of

their personal belongings.

59. aggressive [adj]: behaving in an angry and violent way towards another person: hung hing
Eg: If | enticize ham, he gets aggressive and starts shouting.

60. approach[v]: to come nearer to something or someone: tiép can, lai gzlm

Eg: Under no circumstances should you approach the man.

30. Rainy days
1. Do you like rainy days?

= (Answer) Generally speaking, | have a fancy for raining (Give a reason for your answer) since

my childhood 15 filled with memones of events which mostly took place in the rain.
2. Do you prefer rainy days or sunny days?

=2 (Answer) | prefer rainy days to boiling weather (Give a reason for your answer) because the
weather would be too hot. However, there are points when raining 1s really annoying like when |

have to go to school in the morning. So, it mostly depends on the situation.
3. What do you do on rainy days?

= (Answer) It was the time when me and my besties did some outdoor activities such as hide-and-
seek, football, (Give a reason for your answer) but it was a thing of the past. Now, rain is the

opportune period for me to take a quick nap and eat junk food.

Topie vocabulary
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To have a fancy for something (Expression): Thich thu voi cai gi do.
Example: I have a fancy for her determination.

To be filled with (verb): Chira day, ldp day.

Example: The shopping mall is filled with people queuing to buy clothes.
Boiling weather (expression): Thai tiét nong nc, khéc nghiét.

Example: It's been boiling weather for the last few weeks.

Bestie (noun): Ban thdn.

Example: She is my bestie. We have known each other for 1) years.

A thing of the past (expression): Mdt cai gi do chi con trong qua khr.
Example: Thanks to my Math teacher, my fear of Math is just a thing of the past.
Take a nap (expression): Mt gidc ngu ngdn

Example: He decided to take a nap since he didn 't get enough sleep last night.
Junk food (noun): Dé én nhanh.

Example: Don 't eat junk food! It's not good for your health.

31. Sports / Physical exercise

Do you often do physical exercise?

(Answer) Yes, | do, and on a regular basis, (Give reason for your answer) though I wouldn’t say
that I'm a gym junkie, I have to say that I put great emphasis on getting into shape and always
spare at least 3-4 days to work out at the gym.

How do vou do exercise?
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(Answer) Personally, | alternate between hitting the gym or taking gentle exercise at home. (Give
reason for your answer) On days when | have more free time, then [ like to exert myself by running
on treadmills and lifting weights at the fitness centre, while on busier days, a simple morning jog or
yoga at home would do.

Do you have any plans for exercise in the future?

(Answer) Actually, | do have some in my mind right now. (Give reason for your answer) Firstly,
I'm considering taking up a sport, something like boxing, but only for leisure and not
competitively. Additionally, | plan to maintain my current fitness regime in order not to be out of
condition.

Do young people in your country like to do exercise?

(Answer) | suppose yes. (Give reason for your answer) Being fit rather than being skinny 1s a
mindset that is recently catching on in Vietnam. Therefore, many young people are trying to
incorporate physical activities into their daily routine as well as adopting healthy eating habits to

achieve their dream figure.

Vocabulary

Tir vung chii dé Sports and Exercise

1. to get into shape

Meaning: to become fit

Example: If people have a sedentary lifestyle, they must do regular exercise to get into shape.

2. to work out at the gym

Meaning: to train the body by physical exercise at the gym

Example: As part of a healthy lifestyle, people of all ages should work out at the gym on a regular
basis.

3. to take gentle exercise

Meaning: to do exercise which is not physically demanding or tiring

Example: Even the elderly can keep fit by taking gentle exercise, like jogging or simply a walk in
the park.

4. to exert oneself

+ Dé tim hiéu théng tin vé khéa hoc, bd sich méi nhit cua thiy Bach,

cic ban truy cip: www ngochach com

+ Lién hé véi IELTS Ngoc Bach, cic ban viao www.ngocbach com muc “Lién hé.” 80




Meaning: to make a big physical effort to do something

Example: I believe that sports professionals deserve high salaries because constant hard training is
necessary, so that they can exert themselves to the limit when they compete.

5. to take up sport/to take up exercise

Meaning: to start doing a sport, to start doing exercise

Example: Governments should provide sports facilities to encourage more people to take up sport.
6. to be out of condition

Meaning: to be physically unfit

Example: One of the causes of obesity 1s that many people are out of condition and fail to exercise

regularly.

Tir vung chii dé Health

1. a fitness regime

Meaning: a method or routine of taking regular exercise

Example: Even elderly people can adopt a fitness regime by taking light exercise such as walking or
jogging.

2. healthy eating habits

Meaning: eating healthy food at regular times of the day

Example: Health education involves teaching people about healthy eating habits, such as regular
mealtimes and eating fruit and vegetables every day.

Other vocabulary

1. to alternate - between something and something (thay d6i luén phién giira cai gi va cai gi) [verb]
Meaning: To switch between two different people or things.

Example: His marks this year have alternated between excellent and very poor.

2. to catch on (tro nén thinh hanh, phd bién) [phrasal verb]

Meaning: to become pupular

Example: Leather jackets are really catching on these days.

3. skinny (gay go) [adjective]

Meaning: very thin and weak
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Example: When [ was a child, I had skinny arms and legs.

32. Names
1. Does your name have any particular meaning?

Let me see... Well [ think it means “bright pearl” or “shining pearl™ I guess my parents wanted me

to become an intelligent and successful girl so they gave me this name.

2 What's the origin of your name? (or, your surname)

It's pretty lame really... Dad wanted to call me “Ngoc™ or “Chi” back then but he couldn’t decide
which one, then one cousin of mine asked him whether I had a name and he just blurted out “Minh
Chau”. My cousin then spread the news about my name to everyone, which was something Dad

didn’t expect at all, and well, | am stuck with this name now.

3. Do you like your name?

At first no, because my friends often made fun of my name, like with some puns. But then I

gradually learnt to accept it, and now I can’t imagine having a different name from this one.

4. What do your friends call you?

My friends back in secondary and high school tended to call me “Cat” or “Fat Cat” because of my
nickname on social networks - well I love cats after all. University friends don’t really give me any

nicknames; they just call me “Chau”.

5. Did your family have a certain (nick) name that they called you when you were a child?

Hmm... well, no? They just called me *Chau”. I think in some other families, parents would give

their children some kind of nick name but that’s not the case in my family.

6. What names are popular to give to babies in your country?

[ think people tend to choose some names like Linh or Trang for girls — I don’t know the actual
meanings of those names though. For boys, the two most popular names, | think, are Son, which

means the mountain and Hieu, which means to show affection and respect towards one’s parents.
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Vocabulary:

v Lame [adjective] (vo van) unsurprising and dull

e.g. I found the programme pretty lame and not every informative.

v Blurt [verb] (thét ra/budt miéng néi ra) say something suddenly and without careful
consideration

e.g. He blurts things out without even meaning it, vet, he doesn't apologize!

v Be stuck with sb/sth [expression] (mic ket voi cdi gi) to have to deal with someone or

something unpleasant because you have no choice or because no one else wants to

e.g. We were stuck with him for the entire journey!

v Pun [noun] (choi chir) a humorous use of a word or phrase that has several meanings or that

sounds like another word

e.g. This is a well-known joke based on a pun: “What’s black and white and read (= read) all over?”

— A newspaper.”

33. Gifts

How often do you buy others gifts?

Not very often, I think. I used to send gifts to my friends on most occasions when I was younger,

but I haven’t been doing that these days.
Do you like to send expensive gifts?

Well I'm still a student, so sending expensive presents is a no-no for me. I prefer giving gifts that

show my love and care forthat person, for example handmade ones.

What kinds of gifts are popular in your country?
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Birthday gifts, such as books, clothes or accessoriesare always popular. Or teddies; when [ was in
secondary school and high school, we used to send each other teddies or photo frames as birthday

aifts.
Why do people send gifts?

[ think people send gifts to show that they care for the other party and that they treasure the
relationship between the two. It can be more specific, like to express their affection, gratitude, or

even to ask for forgiveness.

VOCABULARY

To be a no-no for smb [expression] to be impossible or inadvisable for smb

e.g. Meeting this weekend is a no-no for me; I've already got something to do.

Handmade [ad)j] made by a person using their hands rather than by machines

e.g. He asked me to give him a handmade scarf on his birthday.

Accessory [n] something added to a machine or to clothing that has a useful or decorative purpose
e.g. She wore a green wool suit with matching accessories.

Treasure [v] to take great care of something because you love it or consider it valuable

e.g. | always treasure those memories of my dad.

. Affection [n] a feeling of liking for a person or place

e.g. She felt no affection for the child.

. Gratitude [n] the feeling of being grateful and wanting to express your thanks
e.g. He smiled at them with gratitude after he had opened their present.
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34. Sunny days

1) Do you like sunny days?

To be honest, I'm not into sunny weather. I'd prefer a partially cloudy day without rain, when the
weather 1s pretty cool, so that [ could pleasantly take part in outdoor activities without getting
sunburn or sweating from the heat of the sun’s rays.

2) What do you like to do when it's a sunny day?

On a sunny day, I like to wake up early and take a walk around my neighborhood to enjoy the
warmth of the sunshine . when the temperature isn’t too high. [ also prefer to do the laundry as
clothes dry faster due to the lower humidity on these days.

3) Would vou like to stay at home or go outside when the weather is great?

['ve always had the urge to go outside on a nice day, as the beautiful weather makes mefeel really
comfortable from the inside. Also, there’s no hindrance of crappy weather to outdoors activities,
so [ think I just can’t stick to staying in bed and missing such an occasion.

4) Are there many sunny days in your hometown?

My hometown is in the middle region of a tropical country which means there’s usually sunshine.
In fact, due to its coastal location, it’s the driest and hottest region in my country, especially in the

summer, so the weather 1s somewhat extreme.

VOCABULARY

v Be into something ( thich cai gi) [i1diom] be interested or involved with

Example: Once you retire, it’s important to be into some hobby you've always wanted to try.

v Sunburn (chay ning) [n] painful red skin caused by spending too long in the hot sun
Example: Her face was red with sunburn, and the salt air made 1t worse.

v humidity (do am) [n] moistness/ the amount of water vapor in the air

Example: Dehydration, in heat and humidity as well as dry winter weather, 15 a major headache
trigger.

v Have the urge to do something (cam thay mudn lam gi) [idiom] suddenly want to do

something
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Example: She had the urge to hit the road as she wanted to experience paddleboard on Lake
Tahoe.

v Hindrance (su can tra) [n] an impeding, stopping, preventing, or the like.

Example: Ignorance was no hindrance to advancement, socially and pecumanly

v Crappy (do, khong hap dan) [adj] extremely bad, unpleasant

Example: We booked a really crappy studio with no air conditioning and we just plotted up there.
v Stick to (bam chit liy, trung thanh véi cai gi) [idiom] remain faithful to/ keep one's
attachment to

Example: They vowed to stick to one another no matter what happened.

v Coastal (thudc bo bién, ven bién) [ad)] relating to/ located near a coast

Example: Policies that presently encourage development in low-lying floodplains and coastal areas

should be immediately reexamined.
35. News
1. Do you like to keep up with the news?

=2 (Answer) Yes, | do. (Give a reason for your answer) I'm really fond of getting news from

different sources because I just simply want to make myself better informed about the world.
2. Why do you want to know the latest news?

= (Answer) | always want to get updated with the most recent news (Give a reason for your
answer) as it 1s one of my hobbies, and it 1s an 1deal way to get information and see what is

happening in the world.
3. How important 15 it for you to get the news every day?

= (Answer) Since my major 1s Diplomacy studies, (Give a reason for your answer) it 1s necessary
that I catch up with the daily news in order to get a better look at events domestically and

internationally.

4. What sort of news are you most interested in?
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=2 (Answer) Well, | have a passion for foreign cultures compared to other categonies. (Give a
reason for your answer) ['m eager to expand my horizons about foreign cultures, customs, and
cuisine. Occasionally, foreign news also draws my attention, too. | love reading scientific related

news.
5. What types of news do you like?

= (Answer) | prefer newspapers. (Give a reason for your answer) Newspapers will surely give
you a brief look at what has just recently occurred in the world, including all the sections. From

politics to fashion to almost everything, you basically have the entire world 1n your hand.
6. How do you usually get your news?

=2 (Answer) Well, | own a cutting-edge device, which 1s a smartphone, so | just go on online and

take a glance at the main headlines.

To be fond of doing something (phrasal verb): Thich thu, hing thi voi viéc lam gi do.
Example: I'm fond of going to cinema. Would you like to go with me?

Get updated with something (expression): Cap nhdt cho ban thdan minh.

Example: He should have got himself updated with new information about the upcoming exam.
Ideal (adjective): Ly tuwong, Iy thu.

Example: It's an ideal of setting money and time aside.

Daily (adverb): Hang ngdy, thiwéng xuyén.

Example: You should do exercise on a daily basis.

Have a passion for something (expression): Co si dam mé voi cdi gi do.

Example: He has a passion for English, so that’s why he s really good at it.

Expand my horizons (expression): M mang hiéu biét.
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Example: Travelling abroad is an opportunity to expand our horizons.

To draw someone s attention (expression): Gdy chu j'dén ai do.

Example: This magnificent view really draws my attention.

A brief look at something (expression): Nhin so qua.

Example: He took a brief look at the book and bought it without hesitation.
A glance at something (expression): Nhin thoang qua.

Example: He just glanced at me. Did you see that?

36. Birthday
How do children celebrate birthdays in your country?
It 1s popular for children in my country to have birthday parties at home or in restaurants and invite

friends, and relatives to join. On this occasion, they are usually given gifts and money.

How did you celebrate your last birthday?
On my last birthday, | had the best birthday ever. I and friends made an all — day excursion to Phu
Quoc Island, the largest island of Vietnam. We celebrated with a barbecue party outside and danced

together under the moonlight.

What kinds of birthday gifts do you like to receive?
['m really interested in handmade gifts because they represent not only the creativeness but also the
passion of the senders. Therefore, | always appreciate receiving them and try to keep them as long

as | can.

Is there a difference between the way you celebrate your birthday in the past and in the

present?
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Yes. In the past, when | was a child, | could only celebrate birthday parties at home and invited
friends to join. However, as I'm mature now, I can decide to do more things to make it special such

as by travelling to explore new places.

VOCABULARY

v Excursion (noun): (chuyén du lich ngén ngay) a short journey made for pleasure, especially
one that has been organmized for a group of people

Ex: There are regular weekend excursions throughout the summer.

v Barbecue (noun): (tiéc nuong) an outdoor meal or party when food 1s cooked on a metal
frame over an open fire outdoors.

Ex: The supermarket sells a range of food 1deal for summer barbecues.

v Handmade (adjective): (lam b%ng tay) made by a person using their hands rather than by
machines.

Ex: I'm really interested in handmade gifts because they contain not only the creativeness but also

the passion of senders.

37. Politeness

1. Do you think you are a polite person?

[ do think I'm a polite person. I treat other people nicely and patiently, and I do not insult anyone
unless they truly deserve it. Also, | properly apologize when | make mistakes and | show my
gratitude when other people help me.

2 Do you think people should be polite? Why?

People should always be polite - 1t shows that they have good manners and it helps them eamn
others” respect. Being polite 1s like having good social skills - it can help one widen their social
network, and this can positively influence one’s private and professional hfe.

3. How do people in your culture show good manners towards others?

In Vietnam, showing good manners is when a junior properly greets a senior and talks to him/her

politely with sufficient and correct honorifics. Politeness also shows during a meal, when people
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need to wish the others to have a nice meal and when the younger ones have to wait for the older
ones to finish before cleaning the table.

4. Have there been any changes in politeness in the past few decades?

[ always have this feeling that people start being less and less polite to each other as time passes.
Maybe one of the reasons lies in the etiquette and codes of conduct that have gradually changed
over time. In the past, it was very important to behave according to one’s social class, and those of a
lower rank had to obey those of a higher one. But today’s society is different - you need to work
hard to earn somebody’s respect.

5. Who taught you to be polite?

This may sound weird but my friends actually taught me to be polite. | wasn’t a very nice person
when I was a kid, and my parents often scolded me for being rude to elders. One day, | remember
watching one of my friends talking really micely and politely to a senior. She was praised, and so |
started imitating her. My parents were really surprised when [ changed my attitude, and they gave
me some sweets as | was “being a good kid”. | have been showing my politeness to everyone ever

since.

Vocabulary

Tir vung chit dé Communication and Personality:

codes of conduct

Meaning: voluntary rules which people accept in a situation

Example: The code of conduct is voluntary but it 1s seen as a sign of best practice.
Dich dai y

Codes of conduct: quy tic ximg xir

Nghia: nhimg quy dinh dwoc moi ngudi chap nhin mét cach tu nguyén trong giao tiép

Vi du: Bo quy tic img xu la tr nguyén nhung no duoc coi la tiéu chuén thuc hién.
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to have social skills
Meaning: to have the personal skills required for successful communication and interaction

Example: In all jobs which involve dealing with the public, it 1s important to have good social

skills.

Dich dai y

To have social skills: k¥ ning xa héi tot

Nghia: ¢6 nhimg k¥ ning ca nhan can thiét cho giao tiép va twrong tac thanh cong.

Vi du: Moi cong viéc lién quan dén quan hé quan chiing déu yéu cau k¥ ning xi héi tot.
Tir viung khie:

Insult [verb] (to treat (a person) rudely or contemptuously): xic pham

E.g. He insulted her by telling her she was not only ugly but stupid too.

Honorific [noun] (an expression of respect): kinh ngir

E.g. The Japanese use many honorifics in their speech.

Etiquette [noun] (the set of rules or customs that control accepted behaviour in particular social

groups or social situations): quy dinh, nghi thirc

E.g. Social etiquette dictates that men cannot sit while women are standing.

38. Transport

1) What's the most popular means of transportation in your hometown?
The most common vehicle in my hometown is the motorbike. As I've read in a current newspaper,
most Vietnamese adults have their own motorbikes. Moreover, | can easily catch sight of
motorbikes whenever 1 go outside.
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5) How often do you take buses?

I take buses to go to school at least twice a day as I haven’t got my own vehicle yet. 1 also usually
use buses to visit my relatives or friends” homes.

6) Can you compare the advantages of planes and trains?

Obviously, airplanes and trains have their own particular benefits for passengers. Regarding
planes, they have been the fastest means of passenger transport invented so far. They enable people
to travel all around the world in the shortest possible time.

The biggest advantage of trains 1s their impressive safety record. Accidents are rare, and so people
can feel relaxed and just sit back and admire the views from their comfortable seats.

7) Is driving to work popular in your country?

Yes. I'm pretty sure that private cars and motorbikes are the two most popular vehicles in my
country. Therefore, it is obvious that there are a large number of people who tend to drive to work.
8) Do you think people will drive more in the future?

Yes, | think so. There will be more drivers on the roads in the future due to the convenience of
motoring and the affordable prices of cars.

9) Would yvou ride bikes to work in the future?

Yes. As I'm a young person, I like to do energetic activities to help me keep fit, so [ will give
priority to a job that 1s within cycling distance of my home.

10)  What will become the most popular means of transportation in Vietnam?

Personally, I think the prevalence of motorbikes will continue to dominate in Vietnam due to their
advantages, namely they are great for getting around quickly, they are easy to park and
economical to run.

11) Do you prefer public transportation or private transportation?

Although owning a private vehicle has various advantages, 1 prefer using public transportation in

order to economize as well as to help protect the environment.

VOCABULARY

v Catch sight of (expression): to see something only for a moment
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Ex: | caught sight of someone with red hair, so | knew that 1t was you.

v Safety record (noun): details of how many accidents a company has had

Ex: With no accidents in the last 5 years, this airline has a good safety record.

v Admire (verb): to look at something and think that 1t 15 attractive/impressive

Ex: We stood for a few moments, admiring the beautiful view.

v Motoring (noun): the activity of driving a car

Ex: She’s planning a motoring holiday in France next year.

v Affordable (adjective): cheap enough for people to be able to buy

Ex: This type of car 1s affordable for people who have a low income.

v Give priority to (expression): deal with something first, because you think 1t i1s more
important than other things

Ex: This month [ must give priority to revision for the exam, so [ have taken some time off work.
v Prevalence (noun): the fact of being very common at a particular time or in a particular
place

Ex: There 1s a worrying increase in the prevalence of smoking among young people.

v Dominate (verb): to be the largest, highest or most obvious thing in a place

Ex: The skyline 1s dominated by smoking factory chimneys.

v Get around (phrasal verb): to move from place to place

Ex: Getting around in this city 1s hard, because there 1s too much traffic.

v Park (verb): to leave a vehicle that you are driving in a particular place for a period of time
Ex: | parked my car in front of the supermarket while I did my shopping.

v Economical (adjective): providing good value 1n relation to the amount of money spent
Ex: Buy a small car — it will be more economical to run.

v Run (verb): to own and use a car or other vehicle

Ex: On my low salary, [ can’t afford to run a car.

v Economize (verb): to use less money than you normally use

Ex: In winter, don’t economize on heating — it 1s more important to keep warm.
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39. Neighbors

1. Do you know your neighbors?

Yes, of course I do. People in my neighborhood know each other quite well, and all of them are
very friendly and lovable. The family living next to my house 1s always willing to offer assistance
when we need, and sois my family.

2. Do you like your neighbors?

Well yes, I love them, because they are good neighbors. The family next door has a grandmother
whom 1 really respect, as she always gives me useful advice. | think that we live in harmony with
one another.

3. What do you think of your neighbors?

As | have said, they are warm-hearted people. They receive a lot of affection and admiration for
their kindness and generosity. [ think it 1s quite good fortune for my family to live next to them.

4 How often do you see (or talk to) your neighbors?

[ think very often. Each morning, we frequently greet when we meet each other. Whenever I am not
occupied with schoolwork, I will visit the grandmother to talk to her. Her life experience and advice
have helped me to overcome many difficulties and challenges.

5. When do you meet your neighbors?

We meet everyday, since we live next to each other. Particularly, at the weekends, the neighbors

will gather in the biggest house to hold a party or BBQ, which is very appealing to the children.

VOCABULARY:

CAC TU THUQC CHU DE: A. THE ARTS (sich collocations)

1. to live in harmony with one another

Meaning: to live with others in a way which avoids conflict or disagreement

Example: The students who share the house are all good friends and they are able to live in

harmony with one another.
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Dich da1 y

To live in harmony with one another: song hoa hop véi ngudi khac

Nghia: séng véi nhimg ngudi khac mot cich hoa hop, tranh giy mau thuin véi nhau

Vi du: Sinh vién séng ciing mét nha 1a nhitng nguéi ban thin va ho cé thé séng hoa hop véi nhau.
CAC TU KHAC:

1. lovable [adj]: having qualities that people find attractive and easy to love : dang yéu
Eg: Minh is a really lovable child.

2, (be) willing to do sth[expression]: ready or pleased to help : sin long lam gi

Eg: They keep a list of people who are willing to work at night.

3. assistance [n]: help or support: su giip d&

Eg: We do offer financial assistance for people on low incomes.

4. affection [n]: the feeling of liking or loving sb/sth very much : tinh cam

Eg: Children need a lot of affection and sympathy.

5. generosity [n]: the fact of being generous : su rong luong

Eg: He treated them with generosity and thoughtfulness.

fr. fortune [n]: chance or luck : su may min

Eg: I did have the good fortune to work with some brilliant directors.

7. (be) occupied with sth [adj]: be busy with sth : ban ron vai cai gi do

Eg: Lan 15 always occupied with the housework.

8 (to) overcome: to succeed in dealing with or controlling a problem: vuot qua cai gi do
Eg: She overcame injury to win the Olympic gold medal.

9. (to) gather [v]: to come together, or bring people together : tu hop

Eg: His supporters gathered in the main square.

10. appealing [adj]: attractive or interesting : cuén hit, tha vi

Eg: Spending the holiday in Britain 1s extremely appealing.
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40. Food

1.

What kinds of meals do you like?

The kinds of meals that I like the most are casual family meals with rice, veggies, fish and pork.
Parties may sound fun to some extent, but the food at parties 1s not healthy whatsoever. By
contrast, a family meal will provide my body with a balanced amount of vital vitamins and
protein.

Do you often dinner with your family or friends?

Honestly speaking, [ don’t have dinner with my family very often, although 1t’s always family
that I have lunch with. I'd rather have dinner with my friends, after which we’ll go for milk tea
or something like that.

When do you usually eat dinner?

As I do not want to gain too much weight, [ always try to eat the last meal of the day no later
than 6 pm every day. It's common knowledge that consuming a great amount of food at night
does harm one’s body immensely.

Are there any fruits or vegetables you don’t like? Why?

[ am indeed averse to herbs, despite their benefits to my body. Herbs are reportedly beneficial
to one’s health as they are believed to be capable of curing some minor diseases, such as the flu.

What is your favourite cuisine?

Vietnamese cuisine, without a doubt! Vietnamese food’s balance 1s just undeniable. As can be
seen, a variety of veggies are eaten in a Vietnamese dish, along with a small amount of meat
and fish. Not only does Vietnamese cuisine taste delicious, but it’s also healthy for the body.

1. To some extent: mot pha"in nao do.

To some extent, she was responsible for the accident.

= Cb ay mét phan nao d6 da gay ra vu tai nan.

2. Whatsoever = not at all: khong mét chit nao.

[ can honestly say that | have no interest whatsoever in the royal family.

= Téi phai thue su noi la téi khong hé cé thién cam véi gia dinh hoang gia mét chiit néo.
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3. Gain/put on weight: ting can.

I'm afraid I'm not a very good advertisement for the diet since [I've actually put on weight!
= Téi e ring toi khong phai la mét nguéi quang cdo tot cho ché do dinh dudng in kiéng vi téi
thuc su da b1 ting can.

4. To do harm someone/something: co hai dén cho ai/cai gido.
Missing a meal once in a while won’t do you any harm.
Lau ldu bo mot bira com thi khong c¢o hai lim dau.

5. To be averse to something: ghé tom cai gi do.

I'm not averse to (= | like) the occasional glass of champagne myself.

Téi thue su khéng ghét (t6i thich) khi ma lau lau uéng mét ly champagne mét minh.

41. Plans and goals
1. What 1s your plan for the future and when will you start?

[’'m planning to start my own advertising agency when I'm in my third year at university. I've been
preparing this plan of mine ever since | was a high school student and I've raised nearly enough
capital now.

2 How do you intend to achieve that?

['m working on raising capital, and I also need some partners to work on this project with me — I've
shared my plan with my friends and some of them seemed really interested in it. And once I've got
someone, we'll take care of the rest together.

3. If you go abroad, do you plan to live in the countryside or in a big city? (Why?)

I'd prefer living in the countryside, mostly because | want to experience the tranquility there.
Another reason 15 because the traffic and air pollution in some big cities are almost unbearable, and

I seriously don’t want to get stuck with all the problems of city life.

Vocabulary:
v Agency [noun] (dai li/moi gion) a business that represents one group of people when dealing

with another group

+ Dé tim hiéu théng tin vé khéa hoc, bd sich méi nhit cua thiy Bach,

cic ban truy cip: www ngochach com

+ Lién hé véi IELTS Ngoc Bach, cic ban viao www.ngocbach com muc “Lién hé.” 97




e.g. Mannya was representing a private legal consulting agency at the hearing,

v Capital [noun] (von) wealth in the form of money or other assets owned by a person or
organization or available for a purpose such as starting a company or investing

e.g. They all need capital to meet their needs for expansion and technical development.

v Tranquility [noun] (su thanh binh) the quality or state of being tranquil; calm

e.g. The main reason people come to visit the countryside 1s because of its beauty and tranquality.

v Unbearable [adjective] (khéng thé chiu dung duoc) too unpleasant or painful to cope with or
accept

e.g. At night, the noise in the street is unbearable and I"'m unable to sleep.
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I. Part 2 and Part 3

L. Describe a holiday/trip you want to go on in the future
You should say:

- Where this place is

- Who you would like to go with

- What you would do there

- explain why you want to go there

Well, for a future vacation, as something of an ecotourist, Da Lat city 1s on the top of my list. Itis a
renowned destination in the south of Vietnam. I'm going to tell you some ideas about a great

vacation in Da Lat that popped up in my mind.

[ would go there on my own and choose a homestay rather than a hotel in order to expenience the
intimate and affectionate lifestyle of Da Lat farmers. It's kind of community-based tourism, which
means that during my homestay, | would mingle with simple farmers who make local agricultural
products; participate in their daily activities, go to market, buy food, cook traditional local dishes,

cultivate, look after and harvest crops; study, visit local tourist attractions and historic sites.

In short, I would become an amateur farmer. Very soon, | could be able to join new family
members to embark on harvesting agricultural products. And | would also help sort out products

prior to delivering them to wholesale outlets.

Moreover, I would be able to enjoy Da Lat’s distinctive mild climate along with misty weather
which makes this small city the ideal destination for a holiday escape away from the busy
metropolises. In terms of attractions, I would have tons of choices. The natural wonders of
Langbiang Mountain, Xuan Huong Lake, Do1 Thong Ha1 Mo and the Valley of Love top the list.
On the cultural and historical side, Bao Dail Summer Palace, Domaine de Marie Church and Truc

Lam Monastery are the treasures that hold the rich history and culture of Da Lat and the region.
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I believe the happy days shared in Da Lat would make me want to stay forever and never have to
say farewell. And with all the knowledge and valuable experience during my stay, | would enrich

my experiences in life and be more successful.

Vocabulary

1. ecotourist [noun] a person who goes on an organised vacation that is designed so that the
tourist damages the environment as little as possible

Eg: She 1s an ecotourist who spends every vacation helping on organic farms.

2. renowned [adjective] famous for something (noi tiéng}

Eg: The region is renowned for its outstanding natural beauty.

3 pop up [phrasal verb] to appear or happen, especially suddenly or unexpectedly (bt ra, xut
hién dot ngdt)

Eg: She's one of those movie stars who pops up everywhere, on TV, in magazines, on Broadway.

4. affectionate [adjective] showing feelings of liking or love (yéu thich)

Eg: His books show an affectionate understanding of rural life in Vietnam.

5. mingle [verb] to mix or combine, or be mixed or combined (tron lan)

Eg: The excitement of starting a new job is always mingled with a certain apprehension.

6. outlet [noun] a company or organization that sells goods of a particular type from a store or
shop

Eg: The farming cooperative have a large warehouse which is an outlet for all its products.

7. metropolis [noun] a very large city, often the most important city in a large area or country
(do thi)

Eg: Soon afterwards he left the countryside to begin his career in the metropolis.

8. farewell [noun] an occasion when someone says goodbye (tam biét)

Eg: He bid us both an affectionate farewell.

Part 3:

1. What is the importance of travelling?
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There are several reasons why travel can be a powerful tool for personal development. Traveling
can feel empowering when surrounding yourself with people who don't know the encyclopedia of
your past. It reinforces your willingness to broaden your horizons, to get unstuck and to move in
new directions. It provides learning and education about places and history and connects us to other
cultures and people. Another importance that few people think about 15 that travelling gives us a

chance to face one’s fears of the unknown, which enables us to test ourselves.

2 What type of places do you recommend people to visit on vacation?

Well, 1t depends. For example, if | have to give advice to a person who 1s an introvert at heart,
which means he or she tends to crave one-on-one conversations, personal time for reflection, and
really getting away from it all when they travel, then I would recommend Laos as an acceptably
good choice. Laos 1s a landlocked country with rugged mountains and an enduring favorite of
introverted travelers. Travelers can walk through the markets without being overly hassled and feel

comfortable dining alone 1n restaurants while exploring the area.

3 Do Vietnamese people prefer to travel by car or by train?

['m not sure but | guess they would choose trains over cars. First, for a person who has motion
sickness, travelling by train 15 much more comfortable compared to travelling by car. Second, some
people find the rhythmic motion and noise of this mode of transport whilst viewing the changing
scenery totally enthralling. It is suitable for a landscape loving type of person. And finally, the most

common reason 1s the economic material benefit. Traveling by train 1s obviously cheaper.

4. What are the advantages of travelling with a group of people?

Taking in the sights with a group of people surely has tons of benefits. Safety in numbers 15 the first
one | think of. Travelling to unfamiliar destinations can sometimes seem daunting. A group of
tourist 1s less of a target than a single person. Also, 1f you get sick or hurt, there are people around
to help you out. The second one 1s that 1t’s cost — effective. Holidaying with a group can help you
reduce travel expenses since everyone will be sharing the costs of accommodation, transportation,

food, and even tour tickets. It also allows you to take advantage of group rates and discounts.
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5. Should young people travel abroad?

Certainly, yes! Travelling to a foreign country teaches the young things they can’t get at school, for
example, budgeting skills. Most young travelers have relatively tight budgets. Dealing with budgets
15 a vital travel skill to learn, and an imperative skill for a successful life financially. They can also
learn problem — solving skills. Things don’t always go as planned, which requires being able to

think under pressure—another important skill for every-day life.

6. Are international trips popular with people in your country?

In the past, it was something only for rich people, but thanks to technological advancements and
low-cost airlines, international travelling 1s now affordable to virtually all classes of Vietnamese
people. Therefore it’s getting more and more popular with people in my country. I reckon it is a

positive trend due to the benefits of travelling abroad.

7. What do you consider when you take a trip?

Well, it’s 1s necessary to spend extra time up front considering how to plan your trip in order to
make your entire vacation run smoothly from start to fimsh. The first thing | would consider 1s
documentation, especially when travelling abroad. The second 1s the daily budget. I would need to
figure out what my total trip budget 1s and subtract the initial necessary costs like flights and visa

fees. The last one would review travel wamnings and alerts just to be sure I'd have a safe vacation.

Vocabulary

1. Reinforce [verb] to make something stronger (lam manh thém, cung o)

Eg: The pockets on my jeans are reinforced with double stitching.

2. At heart [expression] used to say what someone 1s really like (thuc su, ban chat thuc)
Eg: He had dozens of friends, but he was a private person at heart.

3. Crave [verb] to have a very strong feeling of wanting something (khao khat)

Eg: Many young children crave attention.

4 Reflection [noun] serious and careful thought (su ngﬁm nghi)
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Eg: After 30 years as a judge, her reflections on justice were well worth listening to.

5. Acceptably [adv] in a way that can be accepted, approved of, or allowed to continue (tuong
doi, chap nhan duge)

Eg: His communication skills are acceptably good.

6. Enthralling [adj] keeping someone's interest and attention completely (mé hodc, cudn hit)
Eg: | found your book absolutely enthralling!

7. Daunting [adj] making you feel shightly frightened or worried about your ability to achieve
something (lam thoai chi, nan chi)

Eg: The country was faced with the daunting prospect of overcoming four decades of division.

8 Imperative [adj] extremely important or urgent (cuc ki quan trong/ khén cap)

Eg: The president said it was imperative that the release of all hostages be secured.

9 Initial [ad;] of or at the beginning (khot dau)

Eg: Initial reports say that seven people have died, though this has not yet been confirmed.

10.  Alert [noun] a warning to people to be prepared to deal with something dangerous

(su bao dong)

Eg: The public were warned to be on the alert for (= watching carefully for) suspicious packages.

2 Describe an experience of good service in a shop or a restaurant.

When
Where
What

And explain why you think it was good service.

Let me tell about this one time I experienced exceptional service at a restaurant. It was my 18"
birthday and my family came up with the idea of celebrating the night by eating out. The first thing
to pop up into our minds was going to a fancy restaurant but somehow, we ended up having our
dinner at a reputable family restaurant nearby.

On entering the place, we were impressed by the restaurant’s cozy and homely decor as well as the

courteousness of the servers, who allocated us the limited window seats right away as a privilege
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after hearing that 1t was my birthday. Additionally, the waiters were patient and attentive, and we
only had to wait for about 10 minutes to be served, even though we ordered quite a lavish amount
of food. Most importantly, the dishes were so succulent that we couldn’t have imagined they were
merely home food.

However, the real highlight of the meal would be the surprise discount offered by the restaurant
owner, which we refused in the end. Being able to enjoy delectable dishes while spending quality
time with my family really made my day, not to mention not having to pay through the nose for the

experience.

Vocabulary

v Reputable (co6 danh tiéng] [ad)]: generally considered to be honest, rehable, and famous

Example: Harvard is one of the most reputable universities in the world.

v Cozy (am cing) [adj]: warm and comfortable, and making you feel relaxed

Example: A cozy home is the greatest comfort after a hard working day.

v Courteousness (su lich su, ga-ling) [noun]: the quality of being polite, especially in

a formal way
Example: Hotel staff must be courteous at all times to provide the customers with the best service.

v To allocate somebody something (phan cho a1 d6 cai gi, viéc gi) [phrase]: to officially give

something to someone, or to decide that something can be used for a specific purpose

Example: We allocate each student a personal tutor so that they can seek help with their studies.

v Attentive (cham chi, chu dao) [adj]: behaving in a way that shows you care about someone
and are willing to help them

Example: Service at this small hotel 1s friendly and attentive.

v A lavish amount of something (mét luong rat lém, rat nhiéu cai gi) [phrase]: a huge amount
of something

Example: We ordered a lavish amount of food to serve a party of 20 people.

v Succulent (mong va ngon) [adj]: full of juice and tastes good

Example: The hamburger was so succulent. It was juicy and absolutely delicious.

v Delectable (ngon lanh) [adj]: very pleasant, especially to eat or drink
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Example: My mom 1s a talented cook; her dishes are always delectable.

v To make one’s day (lam nén mot ngay vui ve/dang nho cua a1 do) [expression]: To ensure
the pleasure and distinction of one's whole day

Example: Being gifted with flowers on Women’s Day really makes a girl’s day.

v To pay through the nose for something (tra rat nhiéu tién cho céi gi) [expression]: to pay a
lot of money for something

Example: He had to pay through the nose for his new sports car.

Part 3:

1. What are the differences between the service in large shops and small stores?

Well, I think there are certain differences in terms of attitude and hospitality between the service in
large shops and small ones. In large shops like malls or supermarkets, employees are trained more
carefully to cater for customers of all ranges. They usually welcome clients with attentiveness and
great courtesy. Whenever unexpected things happen, their very first reaction 1s to apologize and
then tactfully solve the problems. However, small-scale stores are not as professional and have

virtually no policy for customer service.

2 What do people do when they get bad service?

When receiving substandard service, what customers should do is not to put up with it, but to
immediately complain to the store’s workers or managers. These people will have the ability to
address the problem efficiently, either by upgrading the item’s quality, or by directly compensating
their clients. In cases when our rights are not protected or even infringed on, we can depend on the
judicial system or the power of the media. However, the main purpose 1s to help the store

acknowledge 1ts problems and then come up with imely adjustments.

2 What are the qualities of being a good restaurant?
Firstly, I think the most important quality of a satisfying restaurant 1s the quality of the food.
Practically, flavors and food presentation play an essential part in ensuring that the customer will

want to return. Besides, clients also take the restaurant’s service into account. No one could tolerate
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a restaurant filled with ill-mannered employees, who treat their customers with total negligence and
disrespect. Additionally, a restaurant with reasonable prices might attract people of different
imcomes. Last but not least, picturesque and eye-catching views or a congenial atmosphere are also

in one’s mind when choosing a place to eat.

VOCABULARY:

1. hospitality [noun]: friendly and generous behavior toward guests, clients: sy niém no
Eg: As part of the hospitality at the conference centre, delegates were provided with free coffee
and biscuits.
2. employee [noun]: a person who 1s paid to work for sb : nhédn vién

Eg: This firm has over 500 employees.

3. (to) cater for [verb]: to provide the things that a particular person a situation needs or wants:
phue vu, chim soc cho

Eg: The class caters for all ability ranges, so all students will benefit.
4. attentiveness [noun]: the state of being helpful, making sure people have what they need : su
tin tam chim soc

Eg: The hotel 1s famous for its staff’s friendliness and attentiveness.

5. courtesy [noun]: polite behavior that shows respect for others : ...........

Eg: Her rude behavior showed a total lack of courtesy for her guests.

6. unexpected [adjective]: surprising, not expected : khéng luémg trude, bat ngo

Eg: The President’s resignation was entirely unexpected and even his staff new nothing about his
intentions.

7. tactfully [adverb]: in a careful way not to say or do sth that will upset or annoy
others: mot cach lich thiép, than trong

Eg: Minh tactfully handled the problem at the party yesterday and everyone enjoyed
themselves.

8. virtually [adverb]: almost or very nearly: gan nhu

Eg: Virtually all the students will be exempt from the tax, and only a few of them will

have to pay.
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9. substandard [adjective]: not as good as normal, not acceptable: dudi tiéu chuan
Eg: Substandard goods should be returned immediately to the shop where you bought them.
10. (to) put up with [phrasal verb]: to experience and deal with sth that 1s painful or unpleasant,
without complaining : chiu dung
Eg: The teacher told the class that she would not put up with their bad behaviour.
11. (to) address [verb]: to deal with a problem or situation: giai quyét
Eg: Ho Chi Minh City must address its traffic problems and find solutions.
12. (to) upgrade [verb]: to make sth more powerful, efficient, better, etc: ning cap
Eg: At the arrport, the arrline staff upgraded my ticket to first class.
13. (to) compensate [verb]: to pay money to sb, because they have suffered some injury, loss
or imconvenience
Eg: The company compensated its customers who returned the faulty TV sets.
14 _(to) infringe on/ upon sth [verb]: to limit sb’s legal rights : xdm pham quyén loi cua ai
Eg: She refused to answer questions that infringed on her private life.
15. (to) acknowledge [verb]: to accept that sth is true: nhan thirc duoc
Eg: Linh has finally acknowledged the truth about her background.
16. adjustment [noun]: a small change to make sth better : su diéu chinh
Eg: Some adjustments to improve the plan may be necessary.
17. satisfying [adjective]: giving pleasure because 1t provides you sth you need or want : lam hai
long
Eg: Last Sunday, our family was greeted with a satisfying meal.
18. (to) take sth into account [verb]: to consider sth: quan tam ton
Eg: We take adaptability into account when hiring employees.
19.1ll-mannered [adjective]: not behaving well or politely in social situations:
Eg: This ill-mannered boy must receive a more proper education.
20. (to) tolerate [verb]: to accept sth or sb that is annoying or unpleasant ......
Eg: [ will not tolerate students using their mobile phones in the class.
21.  negligence [noun]: the failure to give sb/sth enough care or attention: su lo ding, tho o

Eg: The accident was caused by negligence on the part of the driver.

+ Dé tim hiéu théng tin vé khéa hoc, bd sich méi nhit cua thiy Bach,

cic ban truy cip: www ngochach com

+ Lién hé véi IELTS Ngoc Bach, cic ban viao www.ngocbach com muc “Lién hé.” 107




22, disrespect [noun]: a lack of respect for sb/sth : su thiéu tén trong

Eg: We must not disrespect the law 1f we want to live 1n a safe society.

23 reasonable [adjective]: (of prices) not too expensive, affordable: phai chiang

Eg: Our store always sells good quality food at reasonable prices.

24 picturesque [adjective]: pretty ( of a place, building, scene, etc.) : dep nhu tranh

Eg: We are looking for a picturesque village to go for a picnic this week.

25.  congemnial [adjective]: pleasant, in a way that makes you feel comfortable (than thién)

Eg: Everyone in the office 1s friendly and I enjoy the congenial atmosphere.

3. Describe your favourite season of the year.
You should say:

What the weather is like.

Why yvou like this season.

What activities vou usually do during it.

How would different kinds of weather affect people?

(What 15 the weather like?)

Every year I long for spring. This season fascinates me with its warm breezes, crystal-clear skies
and frequent drizzle. Such weather gives me the vibe of freshness and purity.

(Why you like this season.)

The one thing that makes me particularly fond of spring 1s our family gathering. As you may
know, spring 1s the time during which we celebrate Lunar New Year. It 1s a special occasion when
family members reunite and spend quality time together. To me, the cozy atmosphere of a family
dinner with the presence of all the family members 1s just wonderful.

(What activities you usually do during it.)

Since spring marks the start of every year, somehow it really inspires me to strive for a better
version of myself, because | am usually out of condition after the winter. Regarding physical

fitness, I adopt healthy eating habits and take regular exercise. | also try to balance work and
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personal life, as well as to spare more time for self-care in order to avoid stress and prevent mental
health problems.

(How would different kinds of weather affect people?)

During spring time, most people feel energized and refreshed thanks to the pleasant weather.
However, it would be rather troublesome for those who are allergic to pollen, since flowers are in

bloom everywhere this time of the year.

Vocabulary

Tir vimg thuoc chu deé Family and Children:

a family gathering

Meaning: a meeting of family members for a particular purpose

Example: In traditional societies, family gatherings are common to celebrate special occasions.
Dich dai y

A family gathenng: tap trung gia dinh

Nghia: 1 budi gip mit ciia cac thanh vién trong gia dinh vi 1 1y do cu thé

Vi du: Trong xa héi trude day, nhimg budi tip trung gia dinh thuémg la dé chao mimg cac dip dic
biét.

Tir vimg thuoe chu deé Sport and Exercise:

1. to be out of condition

Meaning: to be physically unfit

Example: One of the causes of obesity 1s that many people are out of condition and don’t exercise

regularly.

Tir vung thudc chi dé Health:

l. healthy eating habits

Meaning: eating healthy food at regular times of the day

Example: Health education involves teaching people about healthy eating habits, such as regular

mealtimes and eating fruit and vegetables every day.
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Dich dai y

Health eating habits: théi quen dn uéng lanh manh

Nghia: an thirc dn tot cho sirc khoe vao ding giér giac

Vi du: Gido duc sirc khoe can day cho moi nguai théi quen in udng lanh manh, nhu 1a gié an hop 1y
va cdn dn rau va trai ciy moi ngay.

2. to take regular exercise

Meaning: to do some physical activity on a regular basis

Example: Authorities should encourage people of all ages to take regular exercise by providing
facilities in each community.

Dich dai y

To take regular exercise: tap thé duc thuon o Xuyén

Nghia: thuc hién mét s6 hoat dong tay chin hang ngay

Vi du: Chinh quyén nén khuyén khich nguéi din & moi lira tudi tap thé duc thuomg xuyén bing
cach cung cap trang thiét bi cho méi khu din cu.

3. mental health problems

Meaning: related to illnesses of one’s mind

Example: Overwork may sometimes result in mental health problems, such as anxiety and
depression.

Dich dai y

Mental health problems: cic van dé than kinh

Nghia: cic bénh lién quan dén tri éc con ngudi

Vi du: Lam viéc qua tai d6i khi dan dén cac van dé vé than kinh, nhu 13 lo ling va khing hoang.

Cac tir vung khae:

1. to long for (phrasal verb): mong moi diéu gi

Meaning: to want something very much, especially when it does not seem that it will happen soon.
Example: The lady longed for the birth of her child.

2. drizzle (noun): mua phin

Meaning: light, fine rain
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Example: We will have drizzle in the northern part of the country tomorrow.

3. to reunite (verb): hoi ngo, doan tu

Meaning: to come together or cause to come together again after a period of separation or disunity.
Example: Stephanie was reunited with her parents after a long absence in France.

4. with the presence of (expression): val sur co mét cua

Meaning: the fact of a person or people being in a particular place

Example: Their meeting was a success with the presence of 15 reprentatives.

5. in bloom (expression): Vietnamese translation

Meaning: with the flowers open

Example: It was a beautiful garden, with all the roses in bloom.

4. Describe a historic era you are interested in
You should say

- when was this era

- how you learned about it

- what it was famous for

- and explain why you are interested in this era

(when was this era)

Speaking of history, Vietnam has a history as rich and evocative as anywhere on the planet. Each
historic era has its own features, but I'm only into the era of the Ly Dynasty, sometimes known as
the Later Ly dynasty, a Vietnamese dynasty that ended in 1225. It includes an interesting story of
the empress Ly Chiéu Hoang, who was forced to abdicate the throne in favor of her husband.
(how you learned about 1t)

[ am lucky to have the chance to visit the Vietnamese History Museum, where my sister works. In
the middle of June they provide special lectures about this dynasty. Those lectures cover a lot of
ground, but they provide face-to-face learning opportunities with expert historians and, therefore,
the transmission of knowledge 1s quite effective in my opinion. As a result, | have a good grasp

of this historic era.
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fwhat it was famous for)

As far as | know, 1t 1s famous for being the first stable Vietnamese dynasty and and it was
responsible for establishing many of the characteristics of the modern Vietnamese state. It was an
era in the history of Vietnam when the country flourished dramatically. The Ly dynasty
developed the great Red River Delta system to prevent summer flooding and winter drought, and
this system made the region one of the most fertile nce-growing areas in the world. Its rulers also
promoted literature and commissioned works of art and, during their reign, knowledge of classical
Chinese hterature was widespread. During this dynasty, Buddhism reached its height on the
strength of royal patronage and became a kind of state religion.

(and explain why you are interested in this era)

Those are just some of the Ly Dynasty achievements, which make me so keen on this era. In the
next holiday, I will avoid places which swarm with tourists and go to Ly Museum instead, to learn

more about the literary and artistic heritage of my country.

Vocabulary

Tir vimg thude chu dé Education

1. to cover a lot of ground

Meaning: to deal with much information and many facts.

Example: The history lecture covered a lot of ground today.

2. face-to-face learning

Meaning: to study in the traditional way, with the teacher present in the room

Example: Face-to-face learning motivates students and encourages interaction with teachers and
other students.

3. transmission of knowledge

Meaning: the process of passing knowledge from one person to another

Example: | believe that the transmission of knowledge 1s more effective in face-to-face interaction
with teachers rather than online learning.

4. to have a good grasp of something

Meaning: to understand a problem deeply and completely
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Example: Children who begin to learn a foreign language in primary school are usually able to

have a good grasp of the new language quickly.

Tir vimg thuoc chu dé Traditional vs Modern

1. to flourish dramatically

Meaning: to grow or develop very successfully

Example: Many traditional ways of life have been lost as a result of advances in technology, but

other traditional communities have survived and even flourished dramatically.

Tir vimg thudc chu dé The Arts

l. to commission a work of art

Meaning: to officially ask somebody to paint a picture for you

Example: Artists in the past often relied on rulers or other wealthy people to commission works of
art from them.

2. the literary and artistic heritage

Meaning: The tradition of writing or painting that a country, city or town has had for many years,
distinguishing 1t as an important part of its character.

Example: Visitors to Britain can enjoy its rich literary and artistic heritage by going to such
places as the birthplace of Shakespeare and the National Art Gallery in London.

Tir vimg thudc chu dé Tourism

. To swarm with tourists

Meaning: when people swarm somewhere, they move there in a large group or in large numbers.

Example: During the summer, the little seaside town is swarming with tourists.

Tir vung thong thwong

1. evocative [adjective]

Meaning: making you remember or imagine something pleasant
Example: This song 1s evocative of the sound of the sea.

2. to abdicate the throne [expression|
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Meaning: to allow another person to become the ruler in your place

Example: He abdicated the throne because of his bad health, enabling his brother to become king.
3. in favor of [expression]

Meaning: to support or approve of something

Example: I'm not in favor of hitting children.

4. patronage [noun]|

Meaning: support given to a person, usually in the form of money.

Example: The emperor was famous for providing patronage for artists, musicians and writers.

5. Describe an important river/lake in your country
You should say:

What is this place?

Where is this place?

Why you like this place

And explain what you would like to do there

['m going to talk about a very beautiful lake, which is referred to as a symbol of the capital city of
Vietnam. It’s relatively famous not only to the Vietnamese, but also to foreigners.

(What and where is this place?)

['m talking about Hoan Kiem lake, a very large lake located in the center of Hanoi, which is known
for its historic beauty. There is even a legend related to the name that went down in history. It was
said that the King turtle living at the bottom of the lake lent the contemporary leader a very precious
sword, which helped him to end up winning a major battle. The King turtle then turned up again
after the victory and asked for his sword back. The lake was then named “Hoan Kiem”, which
stands for “returning the sword.”

(Why vou like this place)

As a child, | really hked the story so I always wished to visit it someday. Yet due to the great
distance, | had no chance to see it with the naked eye until I turned 18 and went to a university

nearby. My first visit to Hoan Kiem lake remains an unforgettable memory. Its elegant beauty 1s
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out of this world, with a turtle tower in the middle of the lake and a shrimp-shaped red bndge
leading to an old temple. To be frank, I'm strongly attracted by historical monuments and relics of
the past— they always make me feel a pang of nostalgia upon seeing them, because they provide a
link to our roots. That's why [ really love this lake.

(Explain what you would like to do there)

One of the various things I'd like to do there is to wander around with my friends, let out the
negative feelings in my mind, and I'd take some tasty types of street food. Another thing I strongly
wish to do but which is out of the question 1s to climb up the tower on the lake and observe the
aquatic life. Maybe I could even watch the turtle of the legend sleeping like a baby! As far as |
know, the authority won’t allow that, so I really hope that in the future, it’ll be approved so that my
wish can be fulfilled.

Vocabulary

Tir vung trong chu dé Traditional vs Modern

1. historical monument [noun|

Meaning: ancient buildings or statues that have historical importance

Example: Visits to see historical monuments are orgamised by tourist companies in countries like
Thailand, Cambodia and India.

2. relics of the past [expression]|

Meaning: old objects that have survived from the past

Example: People are still curious about seeing relics of the past, such as the Pyramids of Egypt.
3. provide a link to our roots [expression|

Meaning: to connect with previous generations

Example: Traditional skills provide a link to our roots, and they are part of our shared heritage.
Tir vung trong chu dé Water

1. aquatic life

Meaning: plants or amimals living in or near water

Example: Unpolluted water 1s vital for aquatic life, such as freshwater fish, to survive.

Vocabulary
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l. To go down in history [expression]

Meaning: to be or do something so important that it will be recorded in history: di vao lich sur.
Example: It's a discovery that has gone down in medical history.

2. To end up doing something [phrasal verb]

Meaning: to find yourself in a place or situation that you did not intend or expect to be in
Example: | ended up doing all the work myself.

3. The naked eye [expression]

Meaning: the normal power of your eye without the help of an instrument: mit tran.

Example: The planet should be visible to the naked eye.

4. Out of this world [expression]

Meaning: used to emphasize how good, beautiful, etc. something 15

Example: The fantastic meal was out of this world.

5. Nostalgia [noun]

Meaning: a feeling of sadness mixed with pleasure and affection when you think of happy times in
the past: hoai niém

Example: She 15 filled with nostalgia for her own happy college days.

6. Out of the question [expression)

Meaning: impossible: khéng thé duoc.

Example: Another trip abroad this year 1s out of the question — we can’t afford it.

6. Describe an impressive story you heard from other people
You should say:

What was this story?

When did you hear about it?

Wha told you this story?

And explain why you were impressed by it
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I'm going to talk about an inspirational love story, which 1s based on a specific case in real life.
Because it seemed unrealistic at first, I assumed that someone had made it up. Yet the story turned
into an enormous motivation for me when 1 figured out it was the truth.

(When did you hear that story? Who told you this story?)

The story was first shared on Facebook via a confession page so, you know, the author is obviously
unknown. | don’t usually believe in such confessions since there’s always someone who tries to
make it more dramatic, or maybe it’s some made-up stories by the admins to draw people’s
attention. Actually, [ just read it to chill out after a solid day’s work. Only when one of my friends
confirmed that 1t was the real story of her cousin did 1 believe that such muracles still existed
somewhere else in this world.

{What was that story?)

Well, I don’t remember the exact details, but it was mainly about the love between a very successful
girl and a poor guy whose job was a sous-chef for a small restaurant. As the girl mentioned in the
story came from an affluent family and performed excellently in her work, her parents thought that
she should marry someone with a similar background. However, since she dismissed traditional
ideas about marriage and fell head over heels in love with the sous-chef, she strongly disagreed
with her family on this matter. They then decided to tie the knot, despite her parents’ disapproval.
Fortunately, after all the ups and downs, all their efforts worked miracles for them. The guy
telling the story on Facebook became the executive chef of the restaurant with a reasonable salary,
and they finally got support from the girl’s family. Frankly, it sounds really like an old fairy tale in
modern life.

(Explain why you were impressed by it)

Their story has made a strong impression on me. In real life, such a girl who can overcome her
reluctance and raise her voice against some outdated customs of her family 1s always admirable to
me, especially on marriage. Aside from that, 1 highly appreciate her concerted efforts in attaining
the parents’ permission and building her own family, though she had to face up to such challenges.
['m fairly sure that for many other girls she would become an inspirational role model to empower

women to decide their own futures.
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Vocabulary

Tir vung trong chu dé Traditional vs Modern

l. to dismiss traditional ideas

Meaning: to decide that traditional 1deas are not important and not worth considering anymore.
Example: Although the views of older people may sometimes seem unhelpful in today’s world, we
should not dismiss all traditional ideas as irrelevant.

2. outdated customs

Meaning: old fashioned customs, and therefore not as good or as fashionable as modern customs
Example: While | agree that some traditional customs are outdated, | believe that others are still
useful and should not be forgotten.

Tir vimg trong chu dé Gender

1. to empower women

Meaning: to give women the freedom to do something

Example: The end of gender discrimination in unmiversities has empowered women to enter the
professions of their choice.

Vocabulary

1. To make something up [phrasal verb]

Meaning: to invent a story, especially to trick or entertain someone: bia chuyén.

Example: That cannot be the true! You must have made that up!

2. Sous-chef [noun]

Meaning: a person who is the second most senior cook in a restaurant: bép pho

Example: He went from being the sous-chef to the executive chef in just two years, which 1s hardly
believable.

3. Head over heels in love [expression]|

Meaning: loving someone very much: rat yéu ai do.

Example: He's fallen head over heels in love with his boss, although she’s twice his age.

4. To tie the knot [expression]

Meaning: to get married: két hén (se duyén).

Example: They've just tied the knot, and [ took some photos at the wedding.
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5. Ups and downs [expression]

Meaning: the mixture of good and bad things in hife:
Example: Every business has its ups and downs.

6. To work/ perform miracles [expression]

Meaning: to achieve very good results:

Example: Her exercise program has worked miracles for her.
7. Concerted [adjective]

Meaning: done in a planned and determined way

Example: She has begun to make a concerted effort to find a job.
8. Role model [compound noun]

Meaning: a person that you admire and try to copy: hinh mau.

Example: Parents are a child’s primary role models.

7. Describe an interesting event in your school.
You should say

- What was the event?

- When was the event?

- Why was it interesting?

- And explain how you felt about it

{What was the event?)

['m going to describe an interesting event in my high school. Actually, there were numerous extra-

curricular activities during my high school years, but the one that I consider most fascinating was

the camping day, which is held for all students in three grades. During the event, besides building a

campsite together, each class also opened a small stall to sell food or souvenirs for customers of all

ages, even the parents or graduate students.

{When was the event?)
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It 15 celebrated annually, and 1t frequently falls in the middle of March. As the camping days take
place in the spring, the weather is always nice and comfortable, which offers students the chance to
enjoy the event to the fullest. We had two camping days with an overnight, so there were a lot of
preparations to make before the event, and we had to work together as team players to get
everything ready in time.

(Why was it interesting?)

Well, the event includes a wide range of activities, which cater for students of different interests,
preferences and talents, which endears it to every student in my high school. The most exciting part
was the sale of our own products dunng the first moming, which was quite chaotic and even
competitive, as all of us had to entice as many customers as possible. Therefore, apart from creative
marketing, we also sang or danced flashmob to captivate the crowd, which gave us a lot of pleasure
in the end.

(And explain how you felt about it)

[ really enjoyed the camping day, as it was one of the most memorable events during my high
school career, when all of us were so enthusiastic and carefree. The event united all the students in
my school and relieved our burdens of intensive studying a great deal. As time went by, when
preparing to step into university, we seemed to be too preoccupied with sitting exams and making
the grade to take part in these kinds of events and, most importantly, few of us were able to derive

the same feeling of enjoyment we used to experience i the past.

Vocabulary

Tir vung trong chu dé Education:

l. extra-curricular activities

Meaning: not part of the usual course work or studies in school or college

Example: Most UK universities offer a wide range of extra-curricular activities, such as sport,
music or drama to help students enjoy university life to the full.

2. to sit an exam

Meaning: to take an exam
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Example: Some students claim that they feel more motivated to study when they have to sit an
exam at the end of their course.

3. to make the grade

Meaning: to successfully reach the necessary standard

Example: Nobody can succeed in their studies if they rely on luck rather than hard work to make
the grade.

Tir vung trong chi dé Communication and Personality

. To be a team player

Meaning: to be a person who willingly cooperates with others

Example: Employees who are good team players are more likely to be selected for promotion.

Vocabulary

|. Fascinating [adjective]

Meaning: extremely interesting and attractive: thi vi, 16i cuén

Example: Your trip to Alaska sounds absolutely fascinating.

2. Souvenir [noun|:

Meaning: a thing that you buy and/or keep to remund yourself of a place, an occasion or a
holiday/vacation; something that you bring back for other people when you have been on
holiday/vacation: qua luu niém

Example: [ bought the ring as a souvenir of my trip to Greece.

3. Annually [adverb]:

Meaning: once a year, yearly: mi nim

Example: The exhibition is held annually every July for architecture buffs.

4. To enjoy something to the fullest [expression]:

Meaning: to enjoy something to the greatest possible degree: vui ve tan huong

Example: Janie tried her best to enjoy the show to the fullest after the exam.

5. Preparation [noun]:

Meaning: something that you do to get ready for something or make something ready: su chuén bi,

céc thit duoc chuan bi
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Example: We made preparations to move to new offices.

6. To cater for sh/sth [verb]:

Meaning: to provide the things that a particular person or situation needs or wants: phuc vu cho

Eg: The class caters for all ability ranges.

7. To endear oneself to sb/sth [verb]:

Meaning: to make somebody/yourself popular: giap ai, cai gi duoc yéu thich, duoc long moi nguom
Example: She was a talented teacher who endeared herself to all who worked with her.

8. Chaotic [adjective]:

Meaning: in a state of complete confusion and lack of order: hén loan

Example: The traffic in the city 1s chaotic in the rush hour.

9. To entice [verb]:

Meaning: to persuade somebody/something to go somewhere or to do something, usually by
offering them something: 161 cudn, du

Example: The bargain prices are expected to entice customers away from other stores.

10. Enthusiastic [adjective]:

Meaning: feeling or showing a lot of excitement and interest about somebody/something: nhiét tinh,
nhiét huyét

Example: She was not enthusiastic about going to Spain, because she preferred to stay at home.

1. Intensive [adjective]: involving a lot of work or activity done in a short time: tap trung, chuyen
sdu

Example: These are highly intensive courses for business and professional people.

12. To derive [verb]: to get something from something: c¢é duoc, lay duoc

Example: He derived great pleasure from painting.

8. Describe a public place that you think need improvements.
You should say

- What the place is

- When you go there

- What you like and dislike about this public place
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(What the place is)

The place 1s a traditional public park, which has now passed the age of one hundred. The park 1s
located in the city centre and also in the vicinity of my neighborhood. Onginally, it was established
to hold big public events, but as time has gone by, simple pastimes such as a Sunday walk in the
park have fallen by the wayside because of the pressures of modern living. Nowadays, 1t’s used
mainly by local residents, who frequently wander around the park to relax and take gentle exercise.
(When you go there)

Having a nine-to-five job, ['m actually quite busy all day long. Usually, | try to make the most of
my spare time to have a stroll there with my sister at night, especially at the weekends. The
atmosphere 1n the park 1s really relaxing, with people of different ages talking and playing together
after a hard working day.

(What you like and dislike about this public place)

The thing that I enjoy most about this park 1s that it gives me a sense of tranquility, so that | can
unwind without being disturbed. Besides, it 1s a good chance to get into shape by jogging, or just
to sit by the lake talking with friends, which can really bring people closer together. However, as 1t
was constructed a century ago, some things in the park require attention on safety grounds, so the
park is really in need of some restoration projects by the local authorities. Repairs to the bridge
that crosses the lake, and renovations to conserve historic buildings like the glass pavilions are

essential.

Vocabulary

» CAC TU THUOC CHU BE: Traditional vs Modern

L. to fall by the wayside

Meaning: if something falls by the wayside, it is no longer done or used

Example: An increasing reliance on modern technology has resulted in some traditional skills
falling by the wayside.

2. restoration projects
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Meaning: the work of repairing and cleaning old buildings, paintings etc, so that they are returned
to their original condition

Example: In order to conserve historic buildings, it 1s necessary for governments to provide funds
for restoration projects.

3. to conserve historic buildings

Meaning: to protect important old buildings and prevent them from being damaged or destroyed
Example: It 1s important to conserve historic buildings, because they give a strong sense of

identity to a place.

» CAC TU THUOC CHU DE: Sport and Exercise

l. to take gentle exercise

Meaning: to do exercise which is not physically tiring or demanding

Example: Even the elderly can keep fit by taking gentle exercise, like jogging or a walk in the
park.

2. to get into shape

Meaning: to become fit

Example: If people have a sedentary hifestyle, they must do regular exercise in order to get into
shape.

3. on safety grounds

Meaning: for reasons of safety

Example: Boxing 1s a very dangerous sport and it should be banned on safety grounds.

« CAC TU THUOC CHU DE: B.Business and Money (sach collocations)

l. to make the most of something

Meaning: to make something appear as good as possible; to exploit something; to get as much out
of something as 1s possible.

Example: They designed the advertisements to make the most of the product's features.

Dich dai y

To make the most of something: tin dung cai gi
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Nghia: tao ra cai gi mét cach tot nhat cai gi hodc khai thac cai gi mét cach triét dé.

Vi du: Ho thiét ké nhimg quang cio c6 thé khai thac t6i da cac dic trung cia san pham.

» CAC TU KHAC:

1. in the vicinity of [expression]

Meaning: in an area around a particular place: o ving lan can

Example: Crowds gathered in the vicinity of Trafalgar Square at New Year.

2. (to) have a stroll [expression]|

Meaning: to walk somewhere in a slow relaxed way: di1 dao

Example: She often has a stroll in the park with her husband.

3. tranquility [noun]

Meaning: the state of being quiet and peaceful : su thanh binh, yén binh

Example: The mountain offers an atmosphere of peace and tranquility.

4. (to) unwind [verb]

Meaning: to stop worrying or thinking about problems and start to relax: thoai mai, thu gidn
Example: Music helps me unwind after a busy day.

5. renovation [noun|

Meaning: the act or process of repairing and painting an old building, piece of furniture, etc. so that
it 1s in good condition again: sy triung tu, sita chita

Example: There will be extensive renovations to the old hospital.

6. pavilion [noun]

Meaning: a beautiful building, used for shelter, concerts, events or for plants

Example: There is a violin concert at the pavilion in the park this evening.

9. Describe a situation when you had to be polite
You should say:

What it was

What did you do to be polite?

Why did you have to be polite?
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And explain how you felt about it afterwards

{What it was)

I'd like to tell a story of my first interview. It was for a white-collar job in an entertainment
company. Since it was a formal interview, you know, [ prepared carefully and tried to be as
professional and polite as [ could.

(Why did you have to be polite?)

Obviously, a job interview always turns out to be a serious event, despite the efforts of the
interviewers to make it more comfortable. Hence, keeping a respectful attitude and behaving
politely are important. Aside from that, the company 1 applied for was pretty renowned in the
entertainment industry, so it just made more sense for me to be as courteous as possible. | mean, the
chances of being shortlisted would definitely be higher if | could show my polite attitude, apart
from my experience and all sorts of other stuff.

(What did you do to be polite?)

Because 1t was my first experience of having an interview, | felt so anxious that I couldn’t actually
sleep the previous night. I didn’t want to squander my chance. | ended up oversleeping the next
day, but thank God I still arrived on time for the mterview. As 1t was a formal occasion, | put on a
white blouse, a black miniskirt, and high heels, like a typical office woman. Despite my fears, the
interview ran smoothly. The interviewers were so nice and friendly. They showed no rudeness or
arrogance and responded to my greetings in a gentle way. They even made small talk at first,
probably to help relieve my nervousness. As a result, I got calmer and answered all the questions
confidently. | couldn’t have a completely laid-back attitude, and | had to be wary of being too
familiar. Still, as the atmosphere got more pleasant, | managed to stop worrying about using formal
words and expressions, all that stuff, and focused more on speaking my mind.

(Explain how you felt about it afterwards)

It was a relief when the interview ended. A week later, | received an acceptance email from the
company and was placed on a probation period. | was extremely happy and I felt hke | was
floating on air for the rest of the day.

That’s my experience of being extremely polite on a particular occasion.
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Vocabulary

Tir vumg chu dé Business and Money

1. white-collar

Meaning: working in an office, not a factory

Example: The insurance company 15 advertising some white collar jobs, 1f you want to apply.
2. to squander a chance

Meaning: to waste an opportunity, by not taking advantage of it

Example: He squandered a chance to go to university by failing to study for his entrance exam.

Tir vimg chu de Communication and Personality:

1. to make small talk/to exchange pleasantries

Meaning: to talk in a polite way about unimportant matters such as the weather

Example: | enjoy a serious discussion and | don’t like to make small talk or exchange pleasantnes
with others simply in order to be polite.

Dich dai y

To make small talk/ to exchange pleasantries: no1 chuyén xa giao

Nghia: noi chuyén mot cach lich sur ve nhimg van dé khong quan trong lim, vi du nhur thoi tiét

Vi du: Téi thich nhitng cudc no1 chuyén nghiem tic chir khong thich noi chuyén xa giao vol nguon
khac chi vi phep lich su.

2. to have a laid-back attitude

Meaning: relaxed, not worrying about anything

Example: Our teacher had a laid-back attitude in the classroom, but she was always well-prepared
and commutted to her students.

Dich dai y

To have a laid-back attitude: thu gidn, tha long, thong tha

Nghia: thu gidn, khéng lo ling gi ca

Vi du: Cé gido chiing tdi c6 vé rat thong tha trong 16p, nhung ¢6 iy luén chuin bi ki va hét minh

vl hoe sinh.
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Tir vung chi dé Media and Advertising

1. to be wary of

Meaning: not completely trusting or certain about something (d& phong)

Example: Consumers must always be wary of the claims made in advertisements, because such
claims are often untrue.

Tir vung khic

1. (to) turn out [phrasal verb]

Meaning: to be discovered to be; to prove to be: hoa ra la.

Example: The job turned out to be harder than we thought.

2. renowned [adjective]

(famous): ndi tiéng

Example: That restaurant is renowned for its Southwestern-style food.

3. (to) shortlist [verb]

Meaning: to put somebody/something on a shortlist for a job, prize, etc : cho a1 vao vong trong
Example: Candidates who are shortlisted for interview will be contacted by the end of the week.
4. familiar [adjective]

Meaning: very informal, in a way that is not appropriate (quen thudc)

Example: Our tutor 1s strict, and students are not allowed to talk to him in a familiar way.

5. probation [noun]

Meaning: a time of training and testing when you start a new job to see 1f you are suitable for the
work: thu vigc.

Example: I'm on a period of probation and just receive 80% of the regular wage.

6. (to) float on air [expression|

Meaning: to feel very happy

Example: On their wedding day, most couples feel like they are floating on air.

10. Describe a special day out ( a day out which does not cost too much)

You should say
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- where you went on this day out
- who you were with
- what you did

- and explain why it was special to you

(where you went on this day out and who you were with)

I'm going to describe a recent trip to a lovely place called Tam Coc Bich Dong. That was an
amazing trip | had with my friends before going to study abroad.

(what you did)

At the ime, we had all just graduated from university and none of us had a proper job, so we were
all broke. We found a lot of ways to be able to travel in the cheapest way. We made the most of
our relationships. We got free train tickets from my friend’s uncle and stayed at my grandmother’s
house. We heard through the grapevine that the attractions were thronged with tourists on the
weekend, so we waited until Monday to visit them, and 1t was a brilliant decision. We were
rewarded by spectacular vistas and we could enjoy the breathtaking views in peace. Then we
came back and bought local food and cooked it ourselves. You can say that we lived like
backpackers, getting away from it all without breaking the bank. One evening, we had a camp
fire with local children. None of us acted our age. We danced and sang together. The favorite song
was Young, Dumb and Broke.

fand explain why it was special to you)

It was the last trip | had with my friends, so 1 told myself that, no matter what happened, it would be
one of my favonte tnips. But it went beyond my expectation. Everything was amazing while 1t cost

us only 500K VND for each person. | think that it was the holiday of a lifetime for all of us.

Vocabulary

Tir vimg chu dé Communication

1. to hear something through the grapevine

Meaning: to hear news from someone who heard that news from someone else, to learn of

something informally and unofficially by means of gossip or rumor.
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Example: Never believe the gossip that you hear through the grapevine — always try to find the
truth from an official source.

2. to act one’s age

Meaning: to behave in a way suitable for someone as old as you are

Example: During the most recent years of her career, Madonna has faced criticism for her revealing
outfits, her outrageous performances and her decision to collaborate with her younger
contemporaries, with critics telling her “to act her age’.

Tir vumg chu dé Business and Money

1. to be broke

Meaning: out of money

Example: He still bought a luxury watch, despite the fact that he was broke.

2. to make the most of something

Meaning: to make something appear as good as possible; to exploit something; to get as much out
of something as 1s possible.

Example: They designed the advertisements to make the most of the product’s features.

Tir vumg cha dé Tourism

1. to be thronged with tourists

Meaning: this refers to the situation in which a place has a great number of wvisitors crowded
together

Example: In summer, the centre of London is thronged with tourists and all the hotels are full.

2. to be rewarded with a vista

Meaning: to see a beautiful view, usually from a high place, after some difficulties in reaching that
place

Example: After a long car journey, we arnved at the mountain and were rewarded by a beautiful
vista of the sea below.

3. backpackers

Meaning: people who travel on holiday carrying all their clothes and equipment in a backpack,

which is a very strong bag which they carry on their back
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Example: Pans has cheap accommodation for backpackers, who don’t have enough money to stay
in hotels.

4. to get away from it all

Meaning: to have a holiday n a quiet place where you can relax

Example: Tourists sometimes visit places of natural beauty, to avoid the noisy crowds and to get
away from it all.

5. to break the bank

Meaning: to use up all one’s money/to cost too much

Example: Las Vegas 1s so expensive, you can’t have a holiday there without breaking the bank.

6. the holiday of a lifetime

Meaning: a special holiday that you are unlikely to repeat

Example: She 15 planning the holiday of a lifetime to see pandas in China.

Tir vung thong thwong

I. Beyond one’s expectation [expression]

Meaning: greater than what was expected

Example: What he achieved as an author 15 beyond our expectation, and this year he will receive

an international award.

11. Describe a sports person that you admire.
You should say:

Who he/she is

What did she/he do?

What do you know about his/her life story?

And explain how much you know about sports.

Sample 1:
{Who he/she is)

+ Dé tim hiéu théng tin vé khéa hoc, bd sich méi nhit cua thiy Bach,

cic ban truy cip: www ngochach com

+ Lién hé véi IELTS Ngoc Bach, cic ban viao www.ngocbach com muc “Lién hé.” 131




[ may not be a sports fan, but | would say without hesitation that my favonte athlete in the world 1s
definitely Nancy Kerrigan. What make me so impressed by her are her graceful beauty and her
flawless performances.

{What did she/he do?)

As a matter of fact, Nancy was a famous American figure skater. Adored by the public thanks to
her lovely appearance and personality, she also became kind of a celebnty who appeared n
numerous advertisement campaigns.

(What do you know about his/her life story?)

Nancy 1s most famous for her unforgettable accident in the Olympics. Days before the competition,
she was injured by a mysterious man who was trying to break her leg so that she couldn’t perform.
It was discovered later that the man was hired by her rival, Tonya Harding. Tonya’s win-at-all-
costs attitude caused her to lose sight of the Olympic ideal, leading to her being disqualified
from participating further. The incident received massive sports coverage. Luckily, MNancy
suffered no life-threatening injury, and was given tremendous emotional support from fans.
Although not in the peak of condition, Nancy really exerted herself and achieved the silver
medal.

(How much you know about sports?) Although | know little about sport, I still really admire Nancy
and all figure skaters. I know that figure skating i1s very challenging and involves a high

probability of injury.

Vocabulary

Tir vung trong chu dé Sport and Exercise

1. a sport(s) fan (expression)

Meaning: a person who takes a keen interest in sport

Nghia: mét ngudi b so thich véi thé thao

Example: While I think that it 1s healthy to be a sports fan, people should remember that for most
people, sport 1s just entertainment, not a matter of life and death.

2. a win-at-all-costs attitude (expression)

Meaning: an idea that a match or competition must be won, using all possible means
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Nghia: Suy nghi ring phai thing mét tran dau bang bat cir gia nao

Example: Youth sport 1s being ruined by a win-at-all-costs attitude, which includes cheating and
breaking the rules in order to achieve victory.

3. the Olympic ideal (expression)

Meaning: the ultimate goal is not to win but to know that you have taken part and done your best in
a competition

Nghia: muc dich cudi ciing khéng phai 13 chién thing ma dé thay ring ban da tham gia va thi diu
tot nhat c6 the.

Example: Unfortunately, professional sport 15 just another branch of the entertainment industry, and
the Olympic ideal has been lost.

4. to be disqualified from participating (expression)

Meaning: not to be allowed to join a competition

Nghia: khong duoc phép tham gia thi déu

Example: Sportsmen or sportswomen who take drugs should be disqualified from participating
in sport for a long time.

5. sports coverage (expression)

Meaning: the activity of reporting news related to sport

Nghia: hanh déng bao cdo thong tin lién quan dén thé thao

Example: Many top sports stars are now known to millions of people around the world because of
global sports coverage by the media.

6. life-threatening injuries (expression)

Meaning: mmjuries which are so senous that the person may die

Nghia: chan thuong nghiém trong dén mirc ngudi bénh cé thé chét

Example: Paraghding and cliffjumping are two examples of extreme sports in which life-
threatening injuries are sustained all too often by those who take part.

7. to be in the peak of condition (expression)

Meaning: to be in the best possible physical condition

Nghia: trong tinh trang thé chit t6t nhét c6 thé
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Example: Sports professionals should receive high salaries, because they must always be in the
peak of condition in order to perform at the highest levels.

8. to exert oneself (expression)

Meaning: to make a big physical effort to do something

Nghia: tip trung sirc manh thé luc dé lam diéu gi do

Example: I believe that sports professionals deserve high salanes, because constant hard training 1s
necessary so that they can exert themselves to the limit when they compete.

9. a high/low probability of injury (expression)

Meaning: you are very likely/not very likely to be injured

Nghia: ban cé thé/khéng cé thé bi chan thuong

Example: If anyone plans to take up mountaineering or skydiving, they should be aware that there
15 a high probability of injury.

Tir vung chii dé Health

1. to offer emotional support (expression)

Meaning: to give counselling to a person who 1s suffering from a mental health problem

Nghia: hd trg vé mit tinh than cho ai d6

Example: Some schools in Europe now offer emotional support to pupils who are the victims of
bullying.

Tir vung thong thwong

1. flawless [adjective]

Meaning: perfect, without fault

Example: The musicians gave a flawless performance at the concert.

2. figure skater [noun]

Meaning: a competitor who performs complex exercise routines on ice

Example: She spent hours on the ice rink, practicing to become a professional figure skater.

Sample 2
Describe a sports person that you admire. You should say:
Who he / she is
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What he / she did
What you know about his / her life story
And explain how much you know about sports.

(Who he 15)

Today I'm going to talk about a football player who has recently caught the attention of the entire
nation of Vietnam — Bui Tien Dung. Dung 1s a professional football player competing in the
Vietnam national team as a goalkeeper. Even though Dung is pretty young, he has managed to gain
the respect of football fans for his skills, as well as adulation from females because of his
handsome appearance.

(What he did)

What makes Bui Tien Dung stand out is his remarkable goalkeeping skill which, together with the
skill of his teammates who were competing with a steely determination, has enabled Vietnam to
qualify for the final of the AFC U23 for the first time. Every TV channel and newspaper carried
the story. Dung 1s praised by sports commentators, professionals and fans in general as bold and
reliable. His saves, especially those in penalty rounds, contributed to the strengthening of
Vietnam’s defence and gave his teammates the confidence to push forward and attack the
opposing team.

(What you know about his life story + explain how much you know about sports)

Frankly, I'm not much of an avid sports fan, and | only watch sports matches occasionally.
Therefore, | rarely dig deep into the personal life of sports stars. However, what 1 do know about
Bui Tien Dung 1s that he came from a rather underpnvileged family, and was not exposed to
professional training right from the start. It was his passion for football that convinced his parents to

allow Dung to pursue 1t professionally and his perseverance led to his recognition.

Vocabulary
Tir vung chu dé Media and advertising
1. to carry a story

Meaning: to include an 1tem 1in a news report
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Example: The media nowadays carries too many stories about celebnities and not enough senious

news.

Tir vung chu dé Sperts and exercise

L. sports commentators

Meaning: people who are experts on sport and talk or write about 1t in the media

Example: Not only sports stars, but even some sports commentators have become well-known
celebrities.

2. a sports fan

Meaning: a person who takes a keen interest in sport

Example: While I think that it 1s healthy to be a sports fan, people should remember that for most

people, sport 1s just entertainment, not a matter of life and death.

Other vocabulary:

1. adulation (su ngudng mo) [noun]

Meaning: admiration and praise, sometimes when this 1s exaggerated

Example: TV celebrities enjoy the adulation of their fans wherever they go.

2. to stand out (noi bat) [phrasal verb]

Meaning: to be much better or more important than somebody/something

Example: Her ability at mathematics makes her stand out from the rest of the class.
3. steely (cimg rin, sit da) [adjective]

Meaning: having a strong, hard character

Example: During the race, her expression had a look of steely determination to win.
4 save (pha ciru bong) [noun]

Meaning: an action by a goalkeeper that stops a goal being scored

Example: During the match, there were great saves by the goalkeepers of both teams.
5. defence (su phong ngu, phong thu, bao vé) [noun]

Meaning: the players in a sports team whose main role 1s to prevent the opponents from scoring a

goal
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Example: The success of the team was based on their strong defence.

6. to push forward (tien vé phia trudc) [phrasal verb]

Meaning: to advance, despite difficulties or opposition

Example: The soldiers pushed forward to attack the enemy.

7. avid (cufing nhiét) [adjective]

Meaning: very enthusiastic about something (often a hobby)

Example: She has taken an avid interest in Western music.

8. to dig deep into something (tim hiéu siu hom vé cai gi) [expression]
Meaning: to search thoroughly for information

Example: You'll need to dig deep into the records to find the figures you want.
9. perseverance (su kien tri) [noun]

Meaning: the quality of continuing to try to achieve a particular aim despite difficulties

Example: They showed great perseverance in the face of the challenge of climbing the mountain.

12, Describe a toy that you received when you were a child.
You should say

- What the toy was

- Who gave it to you

- How you used this

- And explain how you felt when you got this toy

(What the toy was)

Although I have received numerous toys, the one | treasure the most was a Lego car. I can’t
remember exactly how old I was, but I was probably about eight or nine. Back in those days, before
the latest advances in technology, Lego was one of the most desirable toy brand names for
children of my age, to the extent that every kid would cast envious glances at their peers who
possessed a Lego toy. | guess that Lego has become obsolete and has been superseded by
computerised playthings today.

(Who gave it to you)

+ Dé tim hiéu théng tin vé khéa hoc, bd sich méi nhit cua thiy Bach,

cic ban truy cip: www ngochach com

+ Lién hé véi IELTS Ngoc Bach, cic ban viao www.ngocbach com muc “Lién hé.” 137




It was a birthday gift from my parents. Even though | lived in a dual-income family, a Lego car
was still considered an extravagant thing at that time. To hold a birthday party for me and afford
the gift, my parents sacrificed a portion of their savings, because they knew [ really wanted to have
that car for my toy collection.

(How you used this)

The special thing about this car was that | had to build it myself out of hundreds of pieces of Lego.
The pieces came in a box with a picture of the finished car on the front, and I had to put all the
pieces together in the correct way. This was not an easy task because the car even had an engine,
movable seats and gears. It took me a day or two to make, which required a lot of concentration.
When the car was finished it looked great, and | felt a sense of accomplishment.

(And explain how you felt when you got this toy)

As a kid that time, I was on cloud nine to receive such a gift. Honestly, that Lego car was beyond
my wildest expectations, as [ thought that only rich kids were supposed to get toys like that. Most
importantly, | was extremely grateful to my parents, who always gave me unconditional and

immeasurable love,

Vocabulary

« CAC TU THUQC CHU BE: Technology

l. advances in technology

Meaning: improvements or developments in technology

Example: Recent advances in medical technology are making a great contribution to the search for
a cure for Ands.

2. (to) become obsolete

Meaning: to be no longer used because something new has been invented

Example: Technological innovation is now so rapid, that even the latest electronic devices soon
become obsolete.

3. (to) be superseded by

Meaning: to be replaced by something which is better or newer
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Example: The latest technological innovations are usually superseded by new and more advanced

devices.

« CAC TU THUQC CHU BE: G. Family and Children (sach collocations)

1. a dual-income family

Meaning: a family where both the father and mother work

Example: Changes in society have resulted in the dual-income family becoming the most common
family type.

Dich dai y

A dual-income family: gia dinh co6 2 thu nhap

Nghia: gia dinh c6 ca me va cha cung di lam co thu nhap

Vi du: Nhimg thay d6i trong xi héi dan téi viée gia dinh c6 2 thu nhip dang 1a loai gia dinh pho
bien nhat.

» CAC TU KHAC:

1. (to) treasure [verb]:

Meaning: to highly value sb/sth : tran quy, co1 trong cai gi

Example: Liz treasured all her happy memories of her years at high school.

2. desirable [adjective]:

Meaning: that you would like to have or do; worth having or doing: dang mong mudn, thém khat
Example: The house has many desirable features, and lots of people would love to buy it.

3. envious [adjective]:

Meaning: wanting to be in the same situation as somebody else; wanting something that somebody
else has: ghen t1

Example: Minh saw the envious look in the other boy's eyes when he won the prize.

4. (to) possess [verb|:

Meaning: to have or own something: so hiru

Example: Belgium was the first European country to possess a fully-fledged rail network.

5. extravagant [adjective]:
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Meaning: costing a lot more money than you can afford or is necessary : xa xi, qua dit do
Example: That diamond ring was such an extravagant present that she could not receive it.
6. a sense of accomplishment [expression]:

Meaning: a feeling of success in sth or when you complete sth: cam giac man nguyén
Example: Graduating from high school gave Matty a sense of accomplishment.

7. on cloud nine [expression]:

Meaning: extremely happy : cuc ki sung sudng, o tin may xanh

Example: Minh was on cloud nine when he heard that he had passed the exam.

8. beyond one’s wildest expectations [expression]:

Meaning: unexpected, unbelievable: khong tuong tuong duoc

Example: Receiving such a prestigious scholarship was beyond her wildest expectations.
9. (to be) grateful to [adjective]:

Meaning: feeling or showing thanks because somebody has done something kind for you or has
done as you asked: cam thay biét on

Example: | am extremely grateful to all the teachers for their help.

10. immeasurable [adjective]:

Meaning: too large, great, etc. to be measured: qua to lon, khéng thé do dém duoc

Example: Her contribution to the success of the project was of immeasurable importance.

13. Describe an experience when you were late for an event.

You should say:

When did this happen

Why you were late

What were the consequences

And explain what you felt afterwards.

Answer
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(When did this happen) | can say | am absolutely against being late for any event; however, just |
once failed to adhere to my own rule. Believe it or not, | was late for an academic test when I was

in eighth grade for the most stupid reason.

(Why you were late) To begin with, I must make it clear that | was a huge sports fan, and there
was an important football match starting just before my examination time. [ tried to see a part of the
game, safe in the knowledge that the alarm clock in my phone would ring to notify me when 1t
was time to leave. Unfortunately, | had silenced my phone in preparation for the test, and I was too

engrossed in the football match to pay attention to the time.

(What were the consequences) By the time [ realized, it was too late. I rushed to school as fast as |

could on my bike. Although the dedicated cycle lane helped in speeding up the journey time for

me, [ still arrived at the exam hall half an hour late. As a result, | was disqualified from

participating in the exam.

(What you felt afterwards) The incident has stuck in my mind ever since. | was tremendously
embarrassed and regretful, knowing that being late 1s socially unacceptable. The lesson for me 1s, |
guess, 1s not to place too much value on sport no matter how much [ like it, and pay attention to

more important things.

Vocabulary

Tir vung chu dé Government

1. to adhere to (phrasal verb)

Meaning: to behave according to a particular law, rule, set of instructions
Nghia: thuc hién theo luat l€, quy dinh hay huong dan nao do

Example: Governments which fail to adhere to their election promises generally become unpopular

very quickly.
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Tir vung chi dé Sports

1. a sports fan (expression)

Meaning: a person who takes a keen interest in sport
Nghia: mét ngudi 6 so thich véi thé thao

Example: While [ think that it 1s healthy to be a sports fan, people should remember that for most

people, sport 1s just entertainment, not a matter of life and death.
2 to be disqualified from participating in (expression)
Meaning: not to be allowed to join a competition

Nghia: khéng duoc phép tham gia thi dau

Example: Sportsmen or sportswomen who take drugs should be disqualified from participating

in sport for a long time.

3. to place too much value on sport (expression)
Meaning: to regard sport as too important

Nghia: cho r%.ng thé thao la rat quan trong

Example: 1 would argue that schools place too much value on sport in the curriculum, and

participation in sport should be an out-of-school activity.

Tir vung chi dé Reading
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1. safe in the knowledge that (expression)
Meaning: confident because you know that something 1s true or will happen
Nghia: tu tin vi ban biét ring cii gi la dung hay s& xay ra

Example: [ would recommend that people should eat only organic food, safe in the knowledge that

it contains no harmful chemicals.

2 to be engrossed in (expression)
Meaning: to be completely focused on something
Nghia: hodn toan tap trung vao cai gi

Example: A good work-hfe balance 15 important, because 1if people are too engrossed in their

work, their family life may suffer.

3. to stick in your mind (expression)

Meaning: (of a memory, an 1image, etc.) to be remembered for a long time
Nghia: cai gi do duoc ghi nho trong thot gian dai

Example: When children learn a foreign language in pnmary school, words and phrases tend to

stick in their minds almost without the effort of learning them in a formal way.

Tw vung chu dé Transportation
I.  dedicated bus lanes/cycle lanes (expression)

Meaning: a section of a road, indicated by white lanes that only buses or cycles are allowed to use.
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Nghia: mét phin duémg bé duoc phan bing duong ké tring danh riéng cho xe bus hodc xe thé so.

Example: City authorities should create dedicated bus lanes and eyele lanes to encourage people

to take public transport or to cycle in cities.

2. tospeed up journey times (expression)
Meaning: to reduce the amount of time spent travelling
Nghia: giam luong thoi gian di lai

Example: The creation of dedicated bus lanes would speed up journey times and encourage more

people to use bus services.

Tir vung chi dé Society
1. to be socially acceptable (expression)

Meaning: agreed or approved of by most people 1n a society
Nghia: dwoc chip thuin bai phin 16n moi ngudi trong xa hoi

Example: Smoking in public places 1s no longer socially acceptable in many countries.

14. Describe a piece of technology you like using except a computer
You should say

- what is this technology?

- how did you learn about it?

- how aften do you use it?

- and explain what differences it brings to your life
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Answer

(what 15 this technology?)

['m going to talk about virtual communication tools like SKYPE. Skype 15 a telecommunications
application software product that specializes in providing video chat and voice calls between
computers, tablets, mobile devices, and smartwatches via the Internet. It is very user-friendly and
anyone can soon master it if they have some basic computer literacy.

(how did you learn about 1t7)

This app was applhied in my English online class. With the spread of English in recent years, |
think it 1s 2 must to be able to use English fluently, but [ live in the countryside, which doesn’t have
any English class, and I can’t commute to the city centre every week due to my busy schedule.
Finally I can solve my problem by using Skype and attend an English class with no need to travel
from my place. Online learning through Skype and other telecommunication apps is a new wave In
our education environment, and 1t has made many educational courses and a wealth of matenal
accessible to anyone in the world.

(how often do you use 1t?)

This app has supported face-to-face communication and encouraged interactive learning between
students and teachers. At first, | used Skype to attend my class twice a week and have a personal
meeting with my tutor once a week. But then | made friends with some foreigners via Skype, so |
can put the knowledge gained into practice by talking with them. Therefore, I use this app way
more often. | even have some video conferences with my colleagues, which helps me a lot in my
work.

(and explain what differences it brings to your life)

As | said already, I use Skype for studying and now in my work as well. This app makes a
significant contribution to my life. It gives me opportunities to learn and to interact with other

people. and helps me to save a lot of time.

Vocabulary

Tu vung thuje chi dé Communication and personality
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1. to be user-friendly
Meaning: to be easy to use, without the need for advanced skills.

Example: One feature of modern communications technology is that, in general, it is user-friendly.

Tir vung thude chi dé Language

1. the spread of English

Meaning: an increase in the geographical area where English 1s spoken

Example: Some people believe that the spread of English may lead to the extinction of other
languages.

2. to interact with other people

Meaning: to communicate or react to others

Example: Language 1s important because it is one of the main ways to communicate and interact

with other people around us.

Tir vung thujc chu dé Education

l. interactive learning

Meaning: Refers to a method of teaching and leaming in which teachers ask questions in class,
assign and check homework, or hold class or group discussions.

Example: With or without the aid of technology, interactive learning helps students strengthen
problem solving and critical thinking skills.

2. computer literacy

Meaning: the basic ability to use a computer

Example: University and college courses require students to have an adequate level of computer

literacy.

Tir vung thude chia dé Work
1. to put the knowledge gained into practice

Meaning: to put to practical use the knowledge that you have acquired
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Example: Vocational training courses enable students to put the knowledge gained during their

studies into practice.

Tir vung thude chi dé Technology

1. video conferencing

Meaning: to see and discuss with people in different locations using the Internet.

Example: In the worlds of business and education, video conferencing has enabled people to

exchange 1deas without travelling across the world.

Other vocabulary

l. virtual [adjective}

Meaning: made to appear or exist by the use of computer software

Example: Ann has a lot of virtual friends on the social networking sites, but she has only met a
couple of them in person.

2. a must [noun]

Meaning: a necessity

Example: It 15 believed that communication skills are a must for students to be able to find a good
Job.

3. a wealth of [expression]

Meaning: a large amount of

Example: The new manager brings a wealth of experience to the company.
15. Describe a person you know

You should say:

Who this person is

How long you have known each other
How you got to know him/her

Explain how you feel about this person
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(Who this person is)

Today I'm going to tell you about one of my best friends. His name 1s Hung, but | prefer to call him

Ben. He 1s the same age as me and 1s also pursuing the same degree as | am doing at the university.
(How long vou have known each other)
Ben and [ have known each other for a long time, since we were 15 years old.

We first met at an English center, where we attended extra tutorials after school. The tutor
arranged seats for us randomly and we happened to sit next to each other in the classroom, which

created a great environment to grow and nurture a friendship.

(How you got to know him/her)

At that time, Ben was a quite shy and lonely person who had few friends so [ tried to help him
become more sociable. I volunteered to be his peer in speaking activities during class and invited
him to come over to my house to revise lessons together. When we became closer friends, |
discovered that we shared very similar tastes in music. After that, Ben and [ began to exchange
music audios we were interested in. We used to go to local concert venues together to listen to live
music, too. It was music that even pulled us closer, then gradually [ had a strong feeling that Ben

and I had moved on from being just normal friends to real soulmates.

(Explain how you feel about this person)

To me, Ben has always been a great person in general, and a great friend in particular. He 1s truly
kind and generous to a fault, who is willing to help others, to give more than to take. [ also
admire his intelligence and humility at the same time. Although he appears to be smarter than most
of us 1n the class, he never tries to show off but stays humble and histens to others” 1deas nstead.
Ben 1s such a sensitive friend that he knows exactly whenever I'm feeling good or times that I feel

let down. He was always there when I needed a shoulder. Ben listened to my problems, he gave me
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advice and eventually always found a way to cheer me up. | feel truly blessed to have a fnend like

Ben.

Vocabulary:

Cic tir thuie chi dé The Arts:
1. aconcert venue
Meaning: a place where people go to listen to music at an organized event
Example: Cities offer many concert venues for music lovers, such as the famous Opera House in

Paris.

2. live music
Meaning: music that is not recorded — it 1s performed at the same time as people listen to it

Example: Without funding from governments, it is doubtful if live music would survive.

Cic tir thude chii dé Communication and Personality:
1. to be generous to a fault
Meaning: to be very generous to others, even when 1t may cause problems for oneself

Example: My parents are generous to a fault, and they have helped me a lot with my education.

Vocabulary:

+ extra tutorial [noun]: additional class after regular lessons have fimshed: budi hoc thém
Eg: Before the exam, our teachers arranged some extra tutorials for us to revise what we had

learned.
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* to grow and nurture a friendship [expression]: to develop an increasingly strong
friendship: hinh thanh va nuéi dudng moét tinh ban
Eg: Sherlock Holmes and his companion Dr Watson grew and nurtured a friendship over many

years while solving crimes.

» sociable [adjective]: enjoying mixing and talking with other people: hoa dong

Eg: My parents are very sociable and they love to invite friends to the house for a meal and to chat.

e peer [noun]: a person of the same age and status, such as a classmate: ban cing hoc

Eg: Unfortunately, [ don’t have many friends among my peers at school.

s to come over to someone’s house [expression]: to go and visit someone’s house: ghé tham
nha

Eg: Some friends are coming over to my sister’s house this evening, so [ will help her to prepare

the food.

* to share the same/similar... [expression]: to have the same/similar interests,
characteristics etc as another person: cling c6 chung (dic diém, sé thich...)

Eg: Susan and [ share the same views about the importance of protecting the environment.

e taste in music [expression]: liking certain types/styles of music: gu am nhac
Eg: My sisters have different tastes in music. While one of them likes rock, the other prefers

classical.

 to pull...closer [expression]: to establish a stronger friendship: khién ai xich lai gin nhau
Eg: The challenging experience of climbing the highest mountain in Japan pulled the group of

friends closer together.
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e soulmate [noun|: a person who 1s very close to you, and with whom you share the same
thoughts and emotions: ban tim giao
Eg: Sarah and Anne are always together, and they have been inseparable fnends and soulmates

since they were very young children.

+ to be willing to do something [expression]: to be happy to do something 1f it 1s necessary:
sin long lam diéu gi

Eg: Peter is willing to drive us to Hanoi 1f the bus 1s cancelled.

+ to give more than to take [expression]: to be generous and unselfish: cho di nhiéu hon
nhin lai
Eg: Liz 1s a great role model for her classmates, because she 1s always ready to give more than to

take.

e humility [noun]: the quality of being modest: su khiém tén
Eg: Paul never talks about his achievements and qualifications, and his humility is one of the

things which his friends like about him.

s to show off [phrasal verb]: to bring attention to oneself:

Eg: I'm sure he will have a successful career in politics, because he’s always showing off.

+ sensitive [adjective]: aware of the feeling of others: nhay cam

Eg: She is such a sensitive person that [ am not surprised she wants to be a nurse.

» to feel let down [expression]: to feel disappointed by someone or something: (cam thay)
that vong, chan nan

Eg: After the team lost, the coach said that he felt let down by his players.
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« to need a shoulder [expression]: to need support from someone: cam thiay yéu 6t, mudn
duoc dura dim
Eg: When | failed the exam, | needed a shoulder from my best friend to give me the determination

to try again.

+ to cheer someone up [expression]: to make someone feel happier: lam ai do vui lén

Eg: My friend was unhappy, so | gave her a box of chocolates to help to cheer her up.

e to feel/to be truly blessed [expression]: to feel/to be very fortunate: cam thay rat may mén,
hanh phic

Eg: Recovering in hospital from his serious injuries, John felt truly blessed to be alive.
16. Describe an idea of vacation away from home

You should say:

- Where you will go

- Who will go with you
- When you will go

- And what yvou will do there

Answer:
Where you will go?

Different people have their own cup of tea for a perfect holiday and the place to enjoy it.
Personally, the best place to have a perfect hohiday should be on an offshore 1sland, which 1s as
pristine as possible, for example an 1sland off the Caribbean coast or the Philippines. Recently,

these places have become popular tourist attractions thanks to their location and beaches.

Who will go with you?
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Honestly, | would prefer making solo-trips to travel with family or friends. I'm not an extroverted
person who likes socializing and bonding, so getting away from the hustle and bustle of city life and

being by myself on a vacation would be perfect.
When will you go?

[ usually travel in summer as it’s the ideal time to pay a visit to an island. The weather 1s forecast to
be perfect and you are not going to waste any of your day watching TV in the hotel. In addition,
you can get opportunities to lie in the sun, participate in such activities like scuba-diving, surfing or

simply eat fresh seafood with a reasonable price.
And what will you do there?

Then, we can immerse ourselves in the experience of eco-tourism. In the evening, we can sleep like
a rock under a clear sky and 1t 1s fantastic. | have to say that this holiday would be a perfect one
because | would be able to enjoy the sea, the beach and the fresh air in a very comfortable way and
not be disturbed by noise and pollution. Besides, going on a so-called eco-holiday like this brings us

close to nature and lets us become more relaxed than going to tourist traps.

Topic vocabulary:

Cup of tea (idiom): So thich néng.

Example: He's not my cup of tea.

Offshore island (noun): dao ngoai khoi

Example: Truong Sa 1s one of our offshore islands.

Pristine (adjective): tinh khoi, mai, nguyén thay

Example: This island is still pristine since it hasn’t been discovered by the tourist industry.
Solo-trips (expression): D1 du lich mét minh.

Example: I'll make a solo trip to the North this month.
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Extroverted (adjective): Nguon hudng ngoai.

Example: He 1s extroverted since he’s very open-minded.
Socializing and bonding (expression): Gaio tiép, tro chuyén.
Example: Socializing and boding can help you get to know more people.
Get away from with sth (phrasal verb): Tranh xa khoi ca1 gi do.
Example: Catch him! He's getting away from us with her bag.
Hustle and bustle (expression): bin ron

Example: HCMC 1s a hustle and bustle city.

Let off steam (expression): Giai toa cing thing.

Example: She decided to go to karaoke to let off some steam.
Eco-tourism (noun): Du lich sinh thai

Example: Eco-tourism 1s getting more popular.

Eco-holiday (noun): ky nghi sinh thai

Immerse ourselves in (verb): ddm minh vio céi gi do.
Example: You can immerse yourself in this book all day.
Tourist traps (noun): noi co nhiéu khac du lich.

Example: Nha Trang is gradually becoming a tourist trap.
Sleep like a rock (idiom): Ngu rat say.

Example: 1 slept like a rock last night because 1 was too tired.
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Part 3:

Why do you think tourism is so developed now?

How do people choose their destination?

What kind of transport do you prefer on holidays? Why?

Do you think travel can (or, does) change people’s ways of thinking?
What are the disadvantages of not traveling?

Answer:

Why do you think tourism is so developed now?

[ think that because 1t 15 getting easier and easier to travel these days. You can choose charter flights
and find yourself various economical places to stay all around the world, so you don’t have to
splurge on travelling. In addition, you can even book a trip via the Internet at home, which 1s very

convenient.
How do people choose their destination?

Personally, each person has their own preferences. Also, it mainly depends on their budgets. For
example, if [ travel on a tight budget, I will make a day out to somewhere near my home. However,
there are a lot of ways to find your 1deal travel destination. Travel agencies or the Internet are useful

sources to look for information and advice.
What kind of transport do you prefer on holidays? Why?

[ usually travel by plane because it is the fastest and the least risky way to get to your destination.
However, flying can be annoying for some people. When [ travel from destination to destination,
the train will be the most comfortable form of transportation. I'm not the type who likes driving car

on vacation, since I do it on a daily basis.

Do you think travel can (or, does) chunEe EﬂjEle's ways ufthinkinE?
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Absolutely! Travelling 1s an effective way to expand your horizons, tolerate difference, and

appreciate diversity. For example, my trip to Singapore last summer has definitely given me a

whole new angle on what is called “eivilization™ as everything there is all modemn and automatic. If

it hadn’t been on that trip, [ wouldn’t have had the chance to realize how far we still need to go.

What are the disadvantages of not traveling?

The main drawback of not travelling to my mind would be not to get the chance to unwind.
Travelling is one of our basic needs, it’s the time when we truly get away from work and let off

steam. In addition, you may not get the chance to experience new things, and deepen your

knowledge about what you have never known before.
Easier and easier (expression): Dé hon va dé hon.
Topic vocabulary:

A charter flight (noun): Chuyén bay thué.

Example: VNA 1s cooperating with ANA to operate their charter flights to Tokyo and HCMC.

Splurge on (phrasal verb): Phung phi vao gi do.

Example: I've splurged on cosmetics recently!

Book a trip (expression): Dat mét chuyén di

Example: You can actually book a trip through TripAdvisor.
Preference (noun): So thich riéng.

Example: It's entirely a matter of preference.

Travel on a tight budget (1diom): Du lich mét cach tiet kiém.
Example: I'm broke. We should travel on a tight budget.

Make a day out (expression): Du lich di vé trong ngay
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Example: How about making a day out tnp to Vung Tau this Sunday?

From destination to destination (expression): Tir dia diém nay dén dia diém khac.
Example: Using a motorbike to travel from destination to destination 1s popular in VN.
Expand your horizons (expression): M& mang tam hiéu biét.

Example: You should travel more in order to expand your horizons.

On a daily basis (expression): Thuémg xuyén, hing ngay.

Example: 1 nde a bike to school on a daily basis.

Drawback (noun): Bat loi.

Example: Increases in taxes are a drawback for citizens.

Basic needs (expression): Nhu ciu co ban thiét yéu.

Example: Working hard so that you can earn money to satisfy your basic needs.
Get away from (phrasal verb): Tranh xa khoi cai gi do.

Example: Don’t come here anymore! Get away from me!

17. Describe a building you like
You should say:

- Where it is

- What it is used for

- What it looks like

- And explain why you like it

Answer:
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(Where it is)

['d like to describe a modemn structure that has left a striking impression on me since the first time [
saw it. It's called the Bitexco Financial Tower which is the second tallest building in Vietnam with
68 floors. The building has a prime location right in the Ho Chi Minh center and can be recognized

from any angle in the city.

(What it is used for)

Due to the rapid development of the economy in Saigon, this skyscraper is constructed to fulfill the
need for international standard office space in the city. In addition, it also functions as a commercial

and leisure center for city dwellers and tourists.

(What it looks like)

Bitexco Financial Tower 1s covered with glass and steel with the design concept taken from the
shape of a lotus bud, the Vietnamese national flower. Thus, this high-rise building is not only the
symbol of rapid development but also represents Vietnamese culture. From a distance, the building

15 still huge, rising up to the sky.
(And explain why you like it)

[ really like this building because of its unique structure and symbolic meaning making it
definitively stand out. This is also the reason why nowadays i1t has become one of the must-see
attractions in the city. You can enjoy the spectacular panoramic view overlooking the city from the

upper part of the building.
Good vocabulary:
Striking (adj): interesting and unusual enough to attract attention

Ex: She bears a striking resemblance to her older sister.
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Prime (adj): excellent, the best available

Ex: The store has a pnme position at the entrance of the shopping center.

Skyscraper (noun): a very tall building in a city

Ex: The contractor 1s building a new eighty-story residential skyscraper in downtown Houston.
High-rise (adj): a building that 1s very tall and has a lot of floors

Ex: The city was overlooked by a nng of high-nise buildings.

Stand out (phrasal verb): to be easily seen; to be noticeable

Ex: She's the sort of person who stands out in a crowd.

Must-see: used to tell people that something 1s so good or interesting that they should see it.
Ex: Sydney 15 one of the world's must-see cities.

Panoramic (adj): with a view of a wide area of land

Ex: As my friend showed me his panoramic photo of the mountain, [ could point out the entire

mountain system and all of the valleys.

Part 3:
l.How easy 1s it to find a place to live in your country?
Answer:

(Give a direct answer to the question). Well, finding a residential area in Vietnam 1s not so
difficult. (Explain your reason or reasons). Anyone can find a place they want to live in, such as a
house or an apartment. Thus, it depends mostly on how much they can pay to meet the basic

residential requirements and where exactly they want to live. (Give an example (often a personal
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example)). Most of the time, those young adults on a tight budget like me, find it hard to buy a
house because of the unaffordable prices so we usually choose a rental one. Wealthier people, by

contrast, can purchase a house more easily.

Good vocabulary:

Residential (adj): suitable for living in; consisting of houses rather than factories or offices
Ex: Nictheroy is practically a residential suburb of Rio de Janeiro.

Depend on how/ what (phrasal verb): to be affected or decided by something

Ex: Whether we need more food depends on how many people tumn up.

Be on a tight budget (phrase): doesn’t have lot of money to spend

Ex: I'm on a tight budget this month, so [ can’t go out to dinner with you.

Unaffordable (adj): costing so much that people do not have enough money to pay for it

Ex: Health insurance 1s now unaffordable for many people.

2.Do you think 1it's better to rent or to buy a place to live in?
Answer:

(Give a direct answer to the question). Well, 1t 1s hard to give a definitive choice because both
renting and buying a place to live have their own perks. However, my priority is always to buy a
place to reside. (Explain your reason or reasons). Although in a short time, a rented
accommodation may be reasonable, it costs a substantial amount of money in the long term and we
will never get it back. (Give an example (often a personal example)). During the 4 years at
university , for instance, | had to pay nearly VND 100 mull just for a small rental dorm. Being a

house owner, by contrast, helps to save money and bring a sense of satisfaction and ownership.

+ Dé tim hiéu théng tin vé khéa hoc, bd sich méi nhit cua thiy Bach,

cic ban truy cip: www ngochach com

+ Lién hé véi IELTS Ngoc Bach, cic ban viao www.ngocbach com muc “Lién hé.” 160




Good vocabulary:
Definitive (adj): considered to be the best of its kind and almost impossible to improve
Ex: It's too early for a definitive answer.

Priority (noun): something that you think 1s more important than other things and should be dealt

with first

Ex: Financial security was high on his list of priorities.
Substantial (adj): large in amount, value or importance
Ex: Substantial numbers of people support the reforms.

Satisfaction (noun): the good feeling that you have when you have achieved something or when

something that you wanted to happen does happen; something that gives you this feeling
Ex: The company 1s trying to improve customer satisfaction.

Ownership (noun): the state of having or owning something such as property.

Ex: Do you have proof of ownership for this car? It looks stolen to me!

3. What are some of the pleasures involved in making a home for ourselves?

Answer:

(Give a direct answer to the question). | suppose that making a home allows house-hunters to
satisfy their wishes and demands for an ideal living place. (Explain your reason or reasons). Some
people prefer buying old houses and doing them up to give them a new lease of life. For example,
['m always dreaming of changing and redecorating my old-fashioned house in a Gothic style
design fitted with all the home comforts. [ think it would be very exciting and satisfying to do all
that | want to create a homey ambiance for my living space. (Explain the opposite or alternative).
If people did not have the desire to make their own home and live in the same space, life would be

very boring and tedious.
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Good vocabulary:

House-hunters (noun): a person who 1s looking for a house to buy

Ex: Many house-hunters spend a lot of time looking to buy their 1deal house.

Do up (phrasal verb): to repair and decorate a house, etc.

Ex: He makes money by buying old houses and doing them up.

Dream (verb): to imagine and think about something that you would like to happen
Ex: She dreams of running her own business.

Old-fashioned (adj): not modern; no longer fashionable

Ex: The house was dull, old-fashioned and in a bad condition.

Home comforts: things in a house that make it comfortable

Ex: Their apartment 1s devoid of all home comforts.
Homey (adj): pleasant and comfortable, like home

Ex: The hotel had a nice, homey atmosphere.

Ambiance (noun): the character and atmosphere of a place

Ex: The gentle color scheme creates a relaxing ambience.

18. Describe a trip by public transport
You should say:
- What the transport is

- Where you went
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- Why you chose this form of transportation

- How you felt about it

Answer:

(What the transport is)

Today, I'm going to tell you about a trip that | made using the bus, a prevalent means of public

transportation in the city.

(Where you went)

The trip was made last week when my parents and my siblings travelled a relatively long distance
from An Giang province to Ho Chi Minh City to visit me. We decided to make a short exeursion to
Suoi Tien Park — a famous amusement park in District 9, about 20 kilometers from the city center

to get away from the extreme heat during the summer months.

(Why you chose this transportation)

There are 2 primary reasons why the bus was my first priority in getting to the theme park. Firstly,
it 15 widely considered the most convenient and safest mode of transport with an array of buses
available every 5 minutes to almost any corner of the city. More importantly, the Suoi Tien
amusement park offers a prominent location for the bus to stop right at its main gate so we could

conveniently get there without much effort. Secondly, the bus 1s the only cheap means of
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transportation featuring an enormous capacity to carry a lot of people at the same time. Thus, we

can sit leisurely while chatting with each other and never be concerned about traffic jams.

(How you felt about it)

We started early in the morning and returned to the city center late in the afternoon. Our trip was
great! We participated in a lot of interesting activities such as swimming, and playing games
together. It gave me a wonderful and memorable experience with my beloved family members. |

hope to have more chances to travel with them even to far away destinations in the future.

Good vocabulary:

Prevalent (adj): that exists or 1s very common at a particular time or in a particular place
Ex: The disease 1s even more prevalent in Latin America.

Sibling (noun): a brother or sister

Ex: The younger children were badly treated by their older siblings.

Excursion (noun): a short journey made for pleasure, especially one that has been organized for a

group of people
Ex: There are regular weekend excursions throughout the summer.

Amusement park (noun): a large park which has a lot of things that you can ride and play on and

many different activities to enjoy

Ex: An amusement park 15 the perfect place for a bunch of excited youngsters to have all sorts of

adventures.
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Priority (noun): something that you think 1s more important than other things and should be dealt

with first

Ex: Financial security was high on his list of priorities.

Feature (verb): to include a particular person or thing as a special feature

Ex: The latest model features alloy wheels and an electronic alarm.

Capacity (noun): the number of things or people that a container or space can hold

Ex: The theatre has a seating capacity of 2, 000.

Part 3:
1.How easy is it to fravel around your country?
Answer:

(Give a direct answer to the question). Well, travelling to different parts inside my country 1s now
as easy as a piece of cake. (Expluin your reason or reasons). Thanks to the rapid development of
infrastructure and the road system, commuters can conveniently choose to travel by diverse
modes of transportation such as coaches, buses, trains and planes to almost any corner of the nation.
(Give an example (often a personal example)). Take my hometown as a typical example.
Compared to just a decade ago when it was difficult for large capacity vehicles to enter a

village however there are now even highways across my hometown.

Good vocabulary:
A piece of cake (idiom): a thing that 1s very easy to do

Ex: the exam paper was such a piece of cake that | could finish it off within 1 hour.
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Infrastructure (noun): the basic systems and services that are necessary for a country or an

organization to run smoothly, for example buildings, transport and water and power supplies

Ex: The aging infrastructure of the cities' roads, tunnels and bridges are in urgent need of repair.
Commuters (noun): a person who travels into a city to work each day, usually from quite far away
Ex: The five o’clock train is always packed with commuters.

Highway (noun): a main road for travelling long distances, especially one connecting and going

through cities and towns

Ex: Patrol officers closed down the highway due to a fatal accident.

2. Which method of travel do you consider safest? Why?
Answer:

(Give a direct answer to the question). When it comes to the safest mode of transportation, I think
the train 15 it. (Explain your reason or reasons). It 15 because this means of transport exclusively
features a unique track which cannot be used by any other vehicls. Thus, this minimizes the risks
of traffic accidents occurring due to common route use. (Give an example (often a personal
example)). Many statistical reports reveal that the ratio of fatalities and injuries caused by trains is

much lower than that of other modes of transportation.

Good vocabulary:

When it comes to sth/ to doing sth (idiom): when 1t 15 a question of something
Ex: When it comes to getting things done, he's useless.

Exclusively (adverb): for only one particular person, group or use

Ex: Some products are labelled exclusively for indoor or outdoor use.
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Track (noun): rails that a train moves along

Ex: India has thousands of miles of track.

Minimize (verb): to reduce something, especially something bad, to the lowest possible level
Ex: Costs were mimimized by using plastic instead of leather.

Reveal (verb): to make something known to somebody

Ex: Details of the murder were revealed by the local paper.

Ratio (noun): the relationship between two groups of people or things that 1s represented by two

numbers showing how much larger one group is than the other
Ex: The school has a very high teacher-student ratio.
Fatality (noun): a death that is caused in an accident or a war, or by violence or disease

Ex: Several people were injured, but there were no fatalities.

3.Has travel become safer in recent years than that was in the past?
Answer:

(Give a direct answer to the question). No, | don’t think so. (Explain your reason or reasons).
Several statistical reports have revealed that the number of fatalities and injurnies caused by traffic
accidents are increasing has escalated. In addition, people are obviously facing more risks than in
the past due to the significantly higher volume of vehicles on roads not to mention the degraded
infrastructure and road system. (Give an example (often a personal example)). In Vietnam, for
example, the number of daily deaths reported because of road accidents 15 now at nearly 100 cases

compared to only 30 cases in the last decade.

Good vocabulary
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Statistical (adj): connected with or based on statistics

Ex: statistical anomalies can make 1t difficult to compare economic data from one year to the next.
Escalate (verb): to become or make something greater, worse, more serious, etc.

Ex: The fighting escalated into a full-scale war.

(Traffic) volume (noun): The term traffic volume study can be termed as traffic flow survey or

simply the traffic survey

Ex: As the traffic volume increases, the demand for office and commercial development, instead of

residential use, grows.
4.What are the pros and cons of low-cost air travel?

Answer:

(Give a direct answer to the question). Obviously, there are a vaniety of advantages and
disadvantages regarding travelling by cheap aviation brands. (Explain your reason or reasons).
On the one hand, low-cost airlines enable many budget-minded travellers to embark on their trip
more easily. This meets an increasing demand of people for travelling long distances at present.
Cheap flights, on the other hand, cause passengers a lot of inconvenience such as overcrowding,
delayed or even postponed flights and poor services due to the lower cost. (Give an example (often
a personal example)). Take Vietjet Air, a popular airline in Vietnam as a prominent example. Even
though it transfers passengers and packages at a much lower cost compared to other top-notch

airlines such as Vietnam Aurlines, their services receive a lot of complaints.
Good vocabulary:
Aviation (noun): the designing, building and flying of aircraft

Ex: The top-notch aviation school only allows students with the highest potential to join its pilot

program.
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Airline (noun): a company that provides regular flights to take passengers and goods to different

places

Ex: Japan Airlines 1s a good airline to fly with.

Embark on (phrasal verb): to start to do something new or difficult
Ex: She 1s about to embark on a diplomatic career.

Inconvenience (noun): trouble or problems, especially concerning what you need or would like

yourself

Ex: We apologize for the delay and regret any inconvenience it may have caused.
Prominent (adj): easily seen

Ex: The story was given a prominent position on the front page.

Top-notch (adj): excellent; of the highest quality

Ex: The luxury hotel has a pool and a top-notch restaurant

5.How do you think people will travel in the future?

Answer:

(Give a direct answer to the question). | think the frequency of travelling will increase
significantly in the future. (Explain your reason or reasons). This trend can be explained by two
major factors. Firstly, travelling 15 now much easier with the development and improvement of the
road system and the mtroduction of a variety of options for means of transport. Secondly, a higher
living standard allows people to indulge in more frequent visits to satisfy their curiosity about new
lands. (Give an example (often a personal example)). For example, | can take more trips even to
areas off the beaten track by planes or trains than in the past when [ had to travel by bus and |

strongly suffered from being carsick.

Good vo mbu.faﬂ!

+ Dé tim hiéu théng tin vé khéa hoc, bd sich méi nhit cua thiy Bach,

cic ban truy cip: www ngochach com

+ Lién hé véi IELTS Ngoc Bach, cic ban viao www.ngocbach com muc “Lién hé.” 169




Frequency (noun): the rate at which something happens or 15 repeated
Ex: Fatal road accidents have decreased n frequency over recent years.

Indulge (verb): to allow yourself to have or do something that you like, especially something that

15 considered bad for you

Ex: She has never been one to indulge in gossip.

Curiosity (noun): a strong desire to know about something
Ex: Children show curiosity about everything.

Off the beaten track: An unusual route or destination

Ex: My best friend is an intrepid traveler who has a real sense of adventure. He always loves to set

out on a journey off the beaten track.

Suffer (verb): to be badly affected by a disease, pain, sadness, or a lack of something, etc.

Ex: Many companies are suffering from a shortage of skilled staff.

Carsick (adj): feeling 1ll/sick because you are travelling in a car

Ex: [ often feel carsick when I'm on a long journey.

6. Should the government in a country focus more on rail transport or road transport? Why?
Answer:

(Give a direct answer to the question). In my opinion, allocating more national revenue to a
maodern rail and road system is definitely a wise option for the authorities. (Explain your reason or
reasons). Firstly, it helps to deal with the traffic congestion most road users experience and can
speed up their journey. Secondly, road expansion and train system improvement play a crucial
role in satisfying the rising demand for travel of many inhabitants, especially city dwellers. ( Give

an example (often a personal example)). For example, thanks to more newly-established railway
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tracks and road construction, commuters in Ho Chi Minh City now find it easier to travel in and out
of the city center. (Explain the opposite or alternative). If these improvements are not
implemented, local citizens may have to face many difficulties and inconvenience in travelling

during rush hour.

Good vocabulary:

Allocate (verb): to give something officially to somebody/something for a particular purpose
Ex: A large sum has been allocated to buying new books for the library.

Revenue (noun): the money that a government receives from taxes or that an organization, etc.

receives from its business

Ex: Advertising revenue finances commercial television channels.

Speed up (phrasal verb): to move or happen faster; to make something move or happen faster
Ex: They have speeded up the production of the new car.

Expansion (noun): an act of increasing or making something increase in size, amount or

importance
Ex: Despite the recession the company 1s confident of further expansion.
Play a role (phrase): to be involved in something, especially in a way that 15 important

Ex: She plaved a key role in campaigning for equal opportunities in the workplace.

Implement (verb): to make something that has been officially decided start to happen or be used
Ex: A new work program for young people will be implemented.

19. Describe something that can help you concentrate on work/study
You should say:
- What it is
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- How it helps you
- What you think about it

(What it is)
Today I'm going to tell you about a great aid of mine in improving my concentration on study: that
15 instrumental music. By mnstrumental music | mean music with a bare melody and without any

lyrics, played using acoustic instruments.

(How it helps you)

[ had experienced the problem of short attention span for a long time until my brother gave me a
tip: listening to music while studying. At first [ doubted his suggestion, but so hopeless was [ that |
followed his advice anyway. | created a playhist of instrumental music, which was neither too loud
nor too boring, under the name “Various Artists” on Spotify. Eventually, the solution turned out to
be far more effective than | ever expected. It was and has been a workable solution up to now.

To begin with, putting on headphones and listening to just one single source of sound reduces
almost all other disturbing noises around. Now that [ can’t hear anything else other than the music,
my concentration 15 no longer disturbed by the traffic noise, people mingling and giggling, or other
mixed noises coming from elsewhere. The other way this approach works 1s that instrumental music
helps you establish a very peaceful state of mind, which 1s perfect for paying attention and making
you ready for receiving knowledge. As it does not contain lyrics, it generally does not ask listeners
to engage and understand the words, thereby not distracting them. When I histen to that playlist, the
melody simply releases my mind from stress and various irrelevant thoughts, just to focus on one
thing: the assignment I'm working on.

After just a month of trying out this technique, my attention span has been considerably extended,

and I have become more productive and gained significantly better study results.

(What you think about it)
Although it didn’t seem to be a good idea at first, the musical idea has been working so well on my

studies that I would recommend it to anybody having the same problem.
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VOCABULARY AND STRUCTURES

Attention span: the length of time that you can concentrate on some 1deas or activities : kha
nang tap trung.

Social networks these days seem to stunt my children s attention span. (Mang xd hoi thoi nay
lam thui chot kha nang tap trung cua lii tre nha té1.)

Extend one's attention span: kéo dai kha nang tdap trung

Aid (n): ngudn giip d&, su giap d&, phu tro

Give someone a tip (on something): cho ai d6 mét bi kip (dé lam gi do).

My friend gave me a tip on playing truant without being noticed. (Ban t6i chi t6i bi kip tron hoc
ma khong bi phat hién).

Doubt (something/someone): nghi nger (diéu gi/ai do)

1 doubt your honesty (T6i nghi ngo sie thanh thdt cua cé qua)

So hopeless was I that I followed him anyway: Héi d6 t6i vé vong qua roi nén cir 1am theo anh
ay vay

Cau tric dao ngir cia cau tric “So...that...”": So + adj + verb + subject + that ...: Qué nhu thé
nemn...

So handsome was he that I fell in love with him at very first sight (Anh @y dep mé ly luén nén
t6i dd do dir dir tir hém dau tién gap)

Workable: kha thi = feasible

Selling all these books away is the only workable approach. (Ban hét sa sdch nay la cach duy
nhdt cd thé thuc hién dwoc.)

Now that = because = as = since: baoi vi

Now that I love you so much, I can do anything you want me to do. (Anh yéu em nhiéu ldm, nén
em muon gi anh ciing chiéu hét.)

Mingling and giggling: tro chuyén, giao luu va cudn dia

This is a camp for freshmen, you should mingle and giggle with your new friends as much as
possible! (Day la hoi trai danh cho sinh vién nam nhdt, cdc cdu nén lam quen noi chuyén va

cudi dita voi ban bé méi quen nhiéu nhat cé thé!)
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- Playhst: danh sach nhac
= Instrumental music: nhac khong lo1, tao nén bot nhac cu hodc nhom nhac cu
- Lyric: loi bai hat
- State of mind: trang thai than kinh, tim trang
Balanced state of mind: trang thdi than kinh én dinh
- 1rrelevant thought: suy nghi khong lién quan
- Productive (adj): hiéu qua, ning suat
Productive farming method: phicong phdp canh tic ning sudt
Productive working style: Phong cach lam viéc hiéu qua
- Recommend something to someone: gidi thiéu, dé xudt cai gi cho ai
1 recommend visiting St Paul’s Cathedral when you come to Melbourne. (Toi dé xudt la ong

nén tham quan Nha tho St Paul’s khi dng dén Melbourne)

Part 3:
Is it important to keep concentrating on something?

- (Give a direct answer to the question) Yes, the ability to keep yourself focused 1s of
absolute importance. (Explain your reason or reasons) A high level of concentration is
followed by high productivity and efficiency, which means not only can it bring about better
results, 1t can help save a great deal of time and effort as well. (Give an example) For
example, when [ really pay attention to doing my homework, it will only take me about 30
minutes to submit a quality answer. (Explain the opposite or negative) In contrast, if |
keep getting distracted; then procrastinate fimshing 1t, it can take days and finally get me
nowhere.

What can be done if there is too much noise around?

- (Give a direct answer to the question+ Explain) | suggest two solutions when you are
distracted by a lot of noise around. One way is that you can simply find another place to
work, a much quieter place and stay away from those sources of disturbing sounds. The

other way 1s to try to reduce the effect or intensity of the noise. (Give an example) For
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mnstance, if your concentration 1s affected by the traffic noise, you should close all doors and
windows, or install soundproof equipment.
When is it the easiest to be concentrated on something?

- (Give a direct answer to the question) It depends on who we are when 1t 15 that we find
optimal for concentration. (Explanation) Because according to the differences in each
person’s body functioning, people may differ in living habits. (Give an example) In
everyday life I have seen some people who wake up early in the morning because they
consider this time the best part of the day to work; but also when 1t comes to a great many

others, they find themselves most productive and focused only in the late evening.

VOCABULARY AND STRUCTURE:

- be of great/absolute importance = be really important: rat quan trong
This document is of great importance to our company (Tai liéu nay toi quan trong doi véi
cong ty ching ta.)
- high level of concentration: kha néng tap trung cao do
- procrastinate (v): tri hoan
Don't procrastinate submitting your assignment! (Dirng tri hodn viéc nop bai ludn day!)
- In contrast (to sth): Nguwoc lai, béi lap
- Disturb (v): cit ngang
Don't disturb me while I'm speaking (Pimmg cdt loi téi khi téi dang néi)
- Intensity: cuomg do
- Soundproof: chéng 6n, cach 4m
Soundproof curtain: Rém cach dam
- Optimal (adj): t6i uu
This is the optimal time for action (Pdy la thoi diém toi wu cho hanh déng.)
I need to maintain an optimal temperature for the experiment (Téi can phai duy tri mét nhiét
do Iy teong nhdt cho thi nghiém nay)

- Body’s functioning (n) : chitc ning co thé
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- Living habits (n): thoi quen séng

- A great many = many = a lot of

- When it comes to (something/someone) = As regards to (something/someone) = Regarding
(something/someone) = ...: Lién quan dén (ai/cai gi), Khi noi vé (ai/céi oi)
When it comes to football, I'm a big fan of Spain’s national team. (N6i vé béng dé thi tGi

hdm mé déi tuyén quoc gia Tay Ban Nha).

20. Describe your favorite song

You should say:

What this song is about

When you listened to this song for the first time
How often you listen to this song

And explain why you think it is your favorite
(What this song is about)

['m going to describe my all-time favorite song, which is “Photograph™ by Ed Sheeran. The lynics
to the song chronicle a long-distance relationship. It contains detailed imagery such as the
protagonist remembering his girlfriend kissing him "under the lamppost, back on 6th street”, and
keeping a picture of him "in the pocket of her ripped jeans™.

(When you listened to this song for the first time)

Actually I only had a chance to histen to this song last year, after it had already been released for
about 2 years. My class chose to sing this song together at our high-school farewell and when I first
heard such a wonderful melody, 1 was completely mesmerized by this song. The lyrics went into

my head so naturally that I remembered it in just a day. This 1s also my most favorite Ed Sheeran

song although his other hits are also wonderful in their own ways.

(How often you listen to this song)
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Well, I hsten to this song virtually everyday, especially when | get exhausted from work and study.
The experience of listening and singing along with “Photograph™ is really comforting. A day

without this song 1s almost unimaginable for me.

(And explain why you think it is your favorite)

%

The song “Photograph™ 1s like a ride back to my good old days in high school, with vivid
memories of sincere, understanding friends. The song 1tself 1s not only written for lovers, but also
for family members, friends, who have such an irreplaceable role in one’s life. Moreover, Ed
Sheeran’s emotions are also conveyed successfully though each word, which 15 just too powerful to

resist. Most importantly, the message delivered also creates a lasting impression on the audience.
Vocabulary:

1. a long-distance relationship [expression]: a relationship between people of places that
are far apart: méi quan hé bi chia cach bai khoang cich

Eg: It 1s quite challenging to preserve a long-distance relationship.

2. protagonist [n]: the main character in a play, film/movie or book: ngudl giit vai

chinh, nguon giir vai tro chu dao
Eg: At the end of the film, the protagonist died in agony.

3. farewell [n]: the party that is organized to say goodbye: budi lién hoan chia tay
Eg: Everybody cried at the very end of the farewell yesterday.

4. mesmerize [v]: to have such a strong effect on you that you cannot give your attention to
anything else: me hoac, quyén i
Eg: Janie was mesmerized by the hypnotic performance of the famous jazz musician.

5. virtually [adv]: almost or very nearly, so that any slight difference is not important: gan nhur
Eg: Virtually all students will be exempt from the tax.

6. comforting [adj]: making you feel calmer and less worried or unhappy: giy dé chiu

Eg: Hearing all the familiar sounds around the house was strangely comforting.
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7. umimaginable [adj]: 1mpossible to think of or to believe exists; impossible to
imagine: khéng thé tuéng tuong duoc
Eg: This level of success would have been unimaginable just last year.

8. aride back to [expression]: a chance to come back or meet sth again: su quay tré vé
Eg: Sometimes | wish 1 could have a ride back to my childhood.

9. the good old days [expression]: an earlier period of time 1n your life or in history that 15 seen
as better than the present: nhimg ngay xua cii tét dep
Eg: That video was filled with the good old days of us in high school.

10. irreplaceable [adj]: too valuable or special to be replaced: khong thé thay thé
Eg: These pictures are irreplaceable to Jessie.

1. convey [v]: to make 1deas, feelings, etc. known to somebody: tru}rén dat, tm}rén tai
Eg: Colours like red convey a sense of energy and strength.

12. create a lasting impression [expression]: to give an impression that lasts long on others:
mang lai an turong sau dam

Eg: The meeting with the famous singer created a lasting impression on Cassie.

21. Describe someone who is very professional.
You should say:

Who this person is

What this person does

How you know this person

Explain why this person is professional

(Who this person is)

I'm going to describe a professional person, who I really admire. He 1s Mr Minh Quan, the CEO of

my company. Despite his young age, he holds an important position in the company and 1s highly
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valued by other people. Apart from being my superior, he 15 also my university senitor, so | know

him really well.
(Who this person does)

Being a chef executive, he 15 always occupied with work, but | rarely see him showing tiredness.
Mr Quan 1s in charge of directing the company as well as delegating tasks to personnel. Besides, he
also undertakes crucial negotiations with other partners, which requires both interpersonal skills

and work experience accumulated over the years.
(How you knew this person)

Well, 1 first met him through a start-up competition, in which his team won the first prize
convincingly. In his team, Mr Quan stood out as the most competent contestant, with his articulate
and assertive performance in English, which mainly contributed to his team’s impressive victory.
When I met him again in the company, he had already become the CEO and he was also the one

who interviewed me.

(Explain why this person is professional)

Mr Minh Quan 1s well respected for his professionalism, which is shown in numerous ways. Under
any circumstance, he would maintain his punctuality, which not only endears himself to chents
but also sets a good example for other employees. Most importantly, he always handles every
situation with responsibility and complete impartiality. In my company, it 1s widely known that Mr
Quan will never abuse his power to favor or hinder any specific individual. Instead, he keeps

regular track of our work and offers assistance if there are any signs of negligence or frustration.
Vocabulary:
13. superior [n]: a person or group of people who are higher in rank or social position

than others: cap trén

Eg: [ will pass your complaint on to my superiors.
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14 delegate [v]: to give a particular job, duty, night, etc. to someone else so that they

do it for you: giao viéc
Eg: As a boss, you have to delegate responsibilities to your staff.

15. negotiation [n]: the process of discussing something with someone in order to reach an
agreement with them, or the discussions themselves: su thuong luong
Eg: The agreement was reached after a series of difficult negotiations.

16. interpersonal skills [expression]: skills that are connected with relationships between
people: ki ning giao ticp
Eg: Interpersonal skills are necessary for employees of every field.

17. accumulate [v]: to collect a large number of things over a long period of time: tich liy
Eg: As people accumulate more wealth, they tend to spend a greater proportion of their
INCOMES.

18, convincingly [adv]: in a way that makes you believe that something 1s true or right: mot
cach thuyét phuc
Eg: They argued convincingly that free markets are not always efficient.

19. articulate [adj]: able to express thoughts and feelings easily and clearly, or showing this
quality: dn no1 luu loat
Eg: Selena 1s an intelligent and highly articulate young woman.

20. punctuality [n]: the habit of arriving or happening at the time that has been agreed:
sir dung hen, ding gio
Eg: There 1s a bonus scheme for employees who show good performance and
punctuality.

21. endear oneself to sth [v]: make sb like oneself, sth: khién ai yéu thich
Eg: His courtesy endears himself to other girls in the class.

22 set a good example for [expression]: to behave in a way that other people should copy: lam
guong tt
Eg: You should be setting a good example to your younger brother.

23 impartiality [n]: the state of not supporting any of the sides involved in an argument: su

cong bing, khéng thién vi
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Eg: The state must ensure the independence and impartiality of the justice system.
24 keep track of sth/ shb[expression]: to continue to be informed or know about someone or
something: theo dai, quan sat ai, cai gi

Eg: My brother always keeps track of hus weight.

22, Describe a recent development in your city.
You should say:

- What is this development
- How could it help people
- What benefits it could bring

- And explain whether it changes your life or not

(What is this development)

['m going to describe a recent development in my city, which 15 the establishment of the Vincom
center. Located in the city center, this giant 33-floor building 1s a complex of shopping mall, hotels
and offices. The project was initiated in September 2015 and is now reaching completion. For a

small province like my city, the advent of Vincom 1s undoubtedly a welcoming development.
(How could it help people)

As a shopping heaven and entertainment center, Vincom will cater to the spending and recreational
demand of local people. With a wider range of goods and services, overall consumer spending will
be strongly stimulated, which favors the provincial economy. The center will also allow foreign

visitors to purchase a greater diversity of goods, as compared to other supermarkets in the past.
(What benefits it could bring)

Well, such a huge project brings with it innumerable benefits. Firstly, the construction and
operation of Vincom will offer numerous job opportunities for the locals. Secondly, the Vincom

center with its state-of-the-art offices will also provide a modem, convement, and professional
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working environment for employees. Most importantly, the success of Vincom will lay the very

foundation for other large-scale investments in my city.

(And explain whether it changes your life or not)

Apparently, the arrival of the Vincom center should exert a far-reaching and long-term influence
on the lives of local people in plenty of ways, such as the economy, tourism. As a part of the city, |
feel really excited about this progressive turn and [ believe the center will enhance people’s living

standards as a whole.
Vocabulary:

25. establishment [n]: the action of establishing something or being established: su thiét
lap, su dung nén

Eg: The speaker announced the establishment of a new college.

26. initiate [v]: to make something begin: dé xuat, khai xudng
Eg: The government has initiated a program of economic reform.
27. (be) reaching completion [expression]: nearing the act or process of finishing something:
sip hoan thanh
Eg: The changes made to the education system are reaching completion..
28. consumer spending [expression]: the spending of the consumer: chi tiéu cia nguoi tiéu
ding
Eg: Consumer spending this year has increased exponentially.
29 stimulate [v]: to make something develop or become more active; to encourage something:
kich thich, khuyén khich
Eg: The article can be used to stimulate discussion among students.
30. innumerable [adj]: too many to be counted; very many: rat nhiéu, khong dém xué

Eg: Innumerable books have been written on the subject.
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31. state-of-the-art [adj]: using the most modern or advanced techniques or methods; as
good as it can be at the present time: tin tién nhat
Eg: The Physics Department of this university has state-of-the-art facilities.

32. lay the foundation for sth [expression]: set, start a principle, an idea or a fact that
something is based on and that it grows from: dit nén tang cho cii gi
Eg: Respect and friendship lay a solid foundation for marriage.

33. large-scale [adj]: involving many people or things, especially over a wide area: ¢o quy mo,
kich ¢& lom
Eg: This building 15 a large-scale development for our nation.

34. far-reaching [adj]: likely to have a lot of influence or many effects: c6 anh huong sau rong
Eg: The advent of the Internet has brought about far-reaching changes.

35. long-term [adj]: that will last or have an effect over a long period of time: dai han
Eg: At the moment, long-term investment in education would favour the overall
development of this nation.

36. progressive [adj]: happening or developing steadily: dang phat trién

Eg: There 1s a progressive reduction in the size of the workforce.

23. Describe a visitor in your home

You should say:

Who was this visitor

When did he/she visit your home

Why did he/she come to visit

Explain whether you like him/her or not
{Who was this visitor)

[’'m going to describe a visitor who came to my home and left me with a good impression. He 1s Mr

Tuan, my father’s friend, who came back after 30 years working in the USA for the summer break.
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He is actually my dad’s high school friend and had stuck with him through thick and thin until he
migrated to America with his family. At the moment, he 15 in charge of a family-owned

restaurant, which is really popular among the Vietnamese in California.
(When did he/she visit your home)

It was a beautiful day in June when he surprised my dad with a sudden drop-in to my house. As the
visit was completely unexpected, we were able to only treat him with simple family dishes.
Although he only stayed from the moming to the evening, 1 still had the chance to get to know

about him and listen to his stories.
(Why did he/she come to visit)

Of course, Mr Tuan visited my family to reunite with my dad, as they had been separated for 30
years. Although they still keep in touch from time to time, he said he really longed for the chance to
meet my dad i person and then to recall the good old days. It was also very considerate of him to
bring many presents for each member in our family. Despite being occupied with having a lot on,

he still managed to dedicate time to visiting my family at any cost.

(Explain whether you like him/her or not)

Well, although his stay at my family was quite short, 1 still found him really amiable and
respectable. When Mr Tuan told us about how he struggled initially in the USA, and how he
gradually built up a reputation for his Vietnamese restaurant with persistence and enthusiasm, |
was completely fascinated. He takes great pnide in his constant efforts to bring Vietnamese food to
customers of countries around the world and shows absolute determination to maintain this
mspiring restaurant. After having an intimate talk with Mr Tuan, [ actually think his decent

manners contribute a great deal to his success.

Vocabulary:
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37. through thick and thin [expression]: even when there are problems or difficulties: ké
ca khi kho khin

Eg: He's supported the team for over ten years through thick and thin.

38 a family-owned restaurant [n]: a restaurant which is own and operated by a family:

nha hang gia dinh
Eg: This 1s the most popular family-owned restaurant in town.

39. drop-in [n]: a visit without having received an invitation for a specific time: sur ghé tham
ngang qua
Eg: My aunt usually has a drop-in at my house in the summer.

40. unexpected [adj]: if something 15 unexpected, it surprises you because you were not
expecting it: bat ng&s
Eg: The announcement was not entirely unexpected.

41. the good old days [expression]: an earlier period of time 1n your life or in history that 15 seen
as better than the present: nhimg ngay xua cii tét dep
Eg: That video was filled with the good old days of us in high school.

42. considerate [ad)]: always thinking of other people’s wishes and feelings; careful not to hurt
or upset others: dn can, chu dao
Eg: She 1s always polite and considerate towards her employees.

43. at any cost [expression]: under any circumstances: bing bat cir gid nao
Eg: He 1s determined to win at any cost.

44. amiable [adj]: pleasant; friendly and easy to like: dang mén
Eg: Her parents seemed very amiable.

45. build up a reputation [expression]: to establish one’s fame: gay dung danh tiéng
Eg: It takes this company more than 10 years to build up such a good reputation.

46. persistence [n]: the fact of continuing to try to do something despite difficulties: siur kién tri,
nhan nai
Eg: His persistence was finally rewarded when the insurance company agreed to pay for the

damage.
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47. determuination [n]: the quality that makes you continue trying to do something even when it
is difficult: su quyét tim
Eg: He fought the illness with courage and determination.

48. decent [adj]: (of people or behaviour) honest and fair; treating people with respect: tét, dimg
dan

Eg: Everyone said Minh was a decent sort of guy.

24. Describe an unforgettabe dinner
You should say

You should say:
When was the dinner
Where was the dinner
Wha did vou dine with
Explain why is it unforgettable
(When was the dinner)

['m going to describe a dinner that gives me such wonderfully vivid memories. It was actually
organized by my family to celebrate my 18™ birthday, which was roughly a year ago. Until now, |

can still retain every detail of that lovely dinner.
(Where was the dinner)

The dinner was in a small, cozy Italian restaurant, which creates a pleasurable atmosphere for its
customers. The restaurant 1s particularly renowned for quality pizza, flavorful pasta and unique
beverages and more importantly, its view overlooking the sea. My dad had to reserve the table 1
week mn advance, as the tables in this special place are always full. That was also my first

experience of such a first-class restaurant.

(Whe did you dine with)

+ D& tim hiéu théng tin vé khéa hoc, bd sich méi nhit cia thiy Bach,

cic ban truy cip: www ngochach com

+ Lién hé véi IELTS Ngoc Bach, cic ban viao www.ngocbach com muc “Lién hé.” 186




My whole family was at the dinner, which included my grandparents, parents and what made me
happy the most about 1s the very presence of my sister, who had just come back from a one-year
exchange study program in Portugal. She tried her best to arrange a time to fly back to join on my

birthday, so | felt extremely grateful.
(Explain why is it unforgettable)

This dinner means a lot to me, as it not only marked my 18" birthday with my beloved ones, but it
was also a family reunion. We had a whale of a time at the restaurant with extraordinary food and
professional service, which pleased every member. | realize that family bonds, after all, are
irreplaceable for everyone. Especially on this day and 1in this age, when technology seems to take

up all our attention quality time with your own flesh and blood is all the more important.
Vocabulary:

49. a vivid memory [expression]: memory that produces very clear pictures in your mind:
ki irc song dong

Eg: Until now, Jane still has vivid memories about her first love.

50. retain [v]: to keep something; to continue to have something: luu giir
Eg: The house retains much of its original charm.
51. cozy [adj]: warm, comfortable and safe, especially because of being small or confined: 4m
cling
Eg: We sit in this cozy little room every Christmas.
52. (be) renowned for sth [expression]: be famous for sth: noi tién g ve
Eg: Lan 1s renowned for her English proficiency.
53. reserve [v]: to ask for a seat, table, room, etc. to be available for you or somebody else at a
future time: dit truoc

Eg: I'd like to reserve a table for three for eight o'clock.
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54. first-class [adj]: in the best group; of the highest standard: hang nhat, ding cap
Eg: | know a place where the food 1s first-class.
55. grateful [adj]: feeling or showing thanks because somebody has done something
kind for you or has done as you asked: biét on
Eg: I am extremely grateful to all the teachers for their help.
56. family reunion [expression]: the act of family members coming together after they
have been apart for some time: su hoi ngod gia dinh
Eg: Family reunions are quite a common sight at the airport.
57. have a whale of a time [expression]: to enjoy yourself very much: cam thiy vui vé
Eg: We had a whale of a time at the meeting yesterday.
58. irreplaceable [ad)]: too valuable or special to be replaced: khong thé thay thé
Eg: These pictures are irreplaceable to Jessie.
59. one’s own flesh and blood [expression]: your family or relations: nguai than ruot thit
Eg: It's hard to believe that he could treat his own flesh and blood so badly.
60. all the more [expression]: even more than before: cing

Eg: Several publishers rejected her book, but that just made her all the more determined.

25. Describe a time you spent with your friend in your childhood

You should say:
Who this friend was
How vou knew each other

Explain why you remember this time

(Who this friend was)

For me, childhood 1s the most memorable time. All of my close friends today were my classmates
in primary school. We spent a lot of time with each other, so that I share a lot of fond memories

with my friends. Today [ am going to tell you about a tough summer vacation I spent with my best
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buddy, Huong. I have been her soulmate for 15 years. In my eyes, Huong looks hke a Russian doll
with a round face and chubby reddish cheeks. She has a sense of humor and she’s really good
natured. Huong makes everyone around her laugh with her jokes and funny facial expressions.

She’s a lovely girl and she’s really fun to be around.
(How you knew about each other)

[ first met her when I went to primary school. It was the opening day of school, when all the pupils
had to attend wearing their uniforms. However, I was quite stubborn and decided to wear my

favorite princess dress, while Huong forgot to follow the school regulation. Therefore, our teacher
sent us to the corner of the classroom as a punishment. Huong smiled at me and from that moment

on, we struck up a lasting fnendship.
(Explain why vou remember this time)

Of all the times that we spent together, the summer vacation when I was at the age of 10 made the
biggest impression on me. [ had to concentrate on the entrance exam to a well-known secondary
school. Even though Huong wasn’t keen on that school, she wanted to stay close to me, so she also
decided to sit the exam_ It was the toughest time in my childhood because we had to immerse
ourselves in learning and practicing to cover a lot of ground before the day of the exam. My
family also put a lot of pressure on me to pass. And Huong was the one who encouraged me to
enjoy all this studying rather than feeling stressed. Thanks to her help, I passed the exam with an
outstanding score. | felt really happy, because she made the grade as well, so we still went to
school and studied together. Whenever | remember this time, I always tell myself that [ will never

have another friend like her and [ will try my best to maintain our close bond.

Vocabulary:

Cic tir thude cha dé Education:
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1. to sit an exam
Meaning: to take an exam
Example: Some students claim that they feel more motivated to study when they have to sit an

exam at the end of their course.

2. to cover a lot of ground
Meaning: to deal with a lot of information and facts

Example: The history lecture today covered a lot of ground.

3. to make the grade
Meaning: to successfully reach the necessary standard
Example: Nobody can succeed in their studies if they rely on luck rather than hard work to make

the grade.
Vocabulary:

+ fond [adjective]: enjoyable, pleasant:

Eg: | have fond memories of my great holiday in China.

+ buddy [noun]: friend: ban

Eg: John and I have been buddies since our schooldays.

¢ soulmate [noun]: a very close friend who shares your interests and thoughts: tri ki

Eg: Sarah and Anne are always together, and you can see that they are real soulmates.

s chubby [adjective|: quite fat, but not in an ugly way

Eg: In her arms, she was carrying a chubby, smiling baby.

+ good natured [adjective]: having a pleasant and helpful personality
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Eg: The staff at the airport were very good natured, doing their best to help passengers with their

problems.

s facial expression [noun]: how someone’s face conveys happiness, sadness, concentration
etc: nét mét

Eg: The doctors could see by her facial expression that she was in great pain.

+ stubborn [adjective]: unwilling to change one’s mind: buong binh
Eg: Her parents wanted her to get married, but she was stubborn and insisted that she wanted to

pursue her career instead.

s to strike up [phrasal verb]: to form, to begin something in an unplanned way:
Eg: | was having a coffee when two girls came to sit at my table, and we struck up a conversation.
+ to make an impression on someone [expression]: to influence someone in a way that they
remember:

Eg: The film made a big impression on me, and | remember the story vividly years later.

+ to immerse onself in something [expression]: to occupy oneself totally in some study or
activity
Eg: He is spending a year in Japan, in order to immerse himself in the Japanese language and

culture.

Part 3:

Is it important to have pleasant childhood memories?

(Give direct answer to the question) Yes, having pleasant childhood memories 1s essential.
(Explain your reasons) It 1s obvious that good childhood experiences shape the contented a
child’s adult life. Moreover, they also have positive impacts on the education and social status.

(Give an example) For instance, my friend who was brought up in a supportive and caring home
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gets along with his peers and feels more satisfied in his romantic relationship than | do. (Explain
the opposite or alternative) If people had to experience a troubled life when they were children,
they are likely to face several problems in their adulthood and cannot really enjoy life hife.
Vocabulary:
s Shape something: dinh hinh cai gi
Example: the living environment can shape the personality of a child.
¢ C(Contented: hanh phic
Example: she felt contented with her famuly.
» Have positive impacts on something: ¢é anh huéng tich cuc dén cai gi
Example: reading has positive impacts on mental development.
s Social status: dia vi xa hot
Example: people with a higher social status have to live under pressure more than others do.
» Get along with somebody: c6 méi quan hé tot vai ai
Example: my son could get along with his classmates from the first school day.
o Feel satisfied in...: cam thay hai long véi cai gi, chuyén gi

Example: | feel satisfied in my job.

Do you think that people are permanently affected by negative childhood memories?
(Give direct answer to the question) Yes, I completely believe that negative memories in
childhood influence people permanently. (Explain your reasons) Although some people do have a
more positive outlook, almost everyone remembers negative things more strongly and in more
detail. Thus, these bad childhood memories tend to be ruminated in their mind and leave a bad
impression on them for their whole life. (Give an example) My grandmother still talks about her
carelessness that led to a fire accident when she was 10. (Explain the opposite or alternative) If
people can forget their negative memories easily, they can enjoy a more contented hife.
Vocabulary:

+ Positive outlook: quan mém tich cuc ve cudc séng

Example: her positive outlook has inspired me to write a song.
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e Inmore detail: chi tiét hon
Example: the chart was analyzed in more detail.
* Ruminate: nhai di nhai lai
Example: his wife kept ruminating about his mistake.
e Leave an impression on something: anh hudng dén cai gi
Example: the nightmare left an impression on my mood all day long.
What do you think it means to ‘live in the past’?
(Give direct answer to the question) As far as | am concerned, living in the past means dwelling
on events that happened in the past and behaving as though nothing has changed but in fact it has.
(Explain your reasons) To be more specific, people who live in the past spend a lot of ime
reminiscing about the swant to feel immerged emerged in familiarity. They are likely to get stuck
in the past and lose the opportunity to enjoy the present. (Give an example) My grandfather, for
example, 1s frustrated with where he currently 15 1n life since he has an unhealthy sense of nostalgia
that means he clings to a specific period in his youth. (Explain the opposite or alternative) If
people live in the present, they will have a life full of great pleasure and happiness. As today 1s a
gift, that’s why they call it the present.present, they will have a life full of great pleasure and
happiness. As today 1s a gift, that’s why they call it the present.present, they will have a life full of
great pleasure and happiness. As today 1s a gift, that’s why they call it the present.
Vocabulary:
® As far as [ am concerned: theo nhur téi bict
Example: As far as [ am concerned, the greenhouse effect results from the emission of
fumes.
e Dwell on something: dau dau, day dirt vé cai gi
Example: he never dwells on his mistakes.
o  Stuck in the past: mic ket trong qua khir
Example: people should not let themselves get stuck in the past.
» Nostalgia: ndi hoai cb

Example: | overcame the acute nostalgia [ felt for my days in college.
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+ (Cling to something: bam vao cai gi

Example: she clung to my arm because of the frightening sound.

Nowadays many parents try to make their children happy by buying them many toys. How do
vou feel about this?
(Give direct answer to the question) I think the phenomenon that parents have a tendency to buy
their children many toys to make them happy can backfire. (Explain your reasons) What the
children really need 1s support and attention given to their emotions, not the colorful toys which
attract their eye for a while but become forgotten soon after. It seems to be their parents’
compensation for their deficiencies rather than the happiness of children. (Give an example) My
sister often buys her son car toys. However, my nephew 1s gradually losing enthusiasm for these
toys and doesn’t feel happy when having a new gift. (Explain the opposite or alternative) When
children are given enough toys, they will enjoy both playing with these items and other activities.
Vocabulary:
¢ Have a tendency to V: ¢o xu huong lam gi
Example: they have a tendency to wear a yellow dress this summer.
¢ Forawhile: | lic
Example: | tend to take a nap for a while before taking the exam 1n the afternoon.
¢ Compensation: su dén bu
Example: she 1s seeking compensation for the injunes suffered at work.
» Lose enthusiasm for something: mat di su hio himg lam gi
Example: I lost enthusiasm for drawing after the accident.
* Deficiency: su thiéu sot
Example: [ don’t know how to make up for my deficiencies.
Is it important for a child to have a lot of toys in order to be happy?
(Give direct answer to the question) For me, it is not that important for a child to have a great
number of toys 1n order to achieve happiness. (Explain your reasons) Most of the toys will
become redundant since children have so many items that they cannot play with all of them.

Moreover, there are many other engaging activities that also bring children contentedness such as
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playing sport, drawing or playing with friends. (Give an example) My niece who has only a doll
and some cooking-related toys still enjoys life with great pleasure and happiness because she can
spend time with her buddies. (Explain the opposite or alternative) If children are used to having a
lot of toys, they will get accustomed to receiving these items and be less satisfied with new ones.
Vocabulary:
+ Not that important: khong quan trong
Example: when it comes to learning English, grammar 1s not that important.
* Redundant : d6 dac thira thai
Example: my mother is fond of throwing away redundant things before New Year's Eve.
* (et accustomed to Ving: quen vl viec gi
Example: he has got accustomed to eating eggs in the morning.
s (Contentedness: su hanh phic
Example: Work contentedness can improve efficiency.
What is more important for a child’s happiness, many toys or many friends?
(Give direct answer to the question) [ do believe that having many friends 1s more important than
having a lot of toys for the happiness of children. (Explain your reasons) No matter how many
toys they have, they will feel bored of these items. However, when spending time with friends,
children cannot only experience great memornies but also share their feelings with each other | as
well as stories and thoughts. The bonds between friends outweigh eye-catching toys and give a
great deal of pleasure. (Give an example) My younger brother can chat and play soccer with his
friends every day while sitting inside the house with car toys. (Explain the opposite or
alternative) [f children give prionty to toys, they will miss the chance to take pleasure in building
and cementing relationships.
Vocabulary:
¢ No matter how: du cho
Example: No matter how beautiful she is, he 1s still indifferent to her.
o Feel bored of something: cam thay chan cai gi

Example: [ am feeling bored of waiting for too long.

¢ The bond between somebody and somebody: su gin bo gira ai véi ai
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Example: The bond between mother and children 15 strong and close-knit.
e Cementing the relationships: thit chit moi quan hé

Example: hanging out with friends 15 also a way of cementing the relationships.
* Outweigh: co nhiéu anh huéng hon, quan trong hon

Example: the advantages of technology outweigh its disadvantages.

26. Describe a time when you received your first cellphone
You should say:

When it was

Where vou were

Who gave you the cellphone
What it was like

How yvou felt about it
(When it was)

[ was first given my own cell phone five years ago. By then, all my fniends had already got their
own mobile phone, while I was still using the landline, which was already considered obsolete.

Thinking about 1t, getting a mobile phone was the happiest surprise I have ever been given.
(Who gave you the cellphone)

At that time, | was pretty out of shape and was almost obese to be honest, which worried my
parents. So they decided to give me a mobile phone if [ took up regular exercise, as an
encouragement for me to keep fit. As [ gradually got into shape, my parents bought the phone and

planned a surprise for me.

(Where you were)
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My parents planned to hide the phone they had bought me under my bed the afternoon before my
birthday, safe in the knowledge that [ was engrossed in working out at the gym.

(What it was like)

When [ got to bed and discovered the gift | had been given, | was extremely excited. It was a phone

with a touch screen, which was considered leading-edge technology at that time.
(How you felt about it)

When I first used the phone, [ felt really amazed at how people could have achieved such great
advances in technology. The phone was like nothing | had seen or used before. In addition, 1 also
enjoyed all the convenience that this device offered me. With a mobile phone, | was finally able to
gain access to the Internet and download podecasts for learning and entertainment, as well as
video call my sister who was thousands of miles away in college. Also, I felt extremely proud. As a
matter of fact, I was the first kid in my class to have a touch screen phone, and my classmates all

looked up to me for that.

Vocabulary
Tir vung cha dé Technology:
1. to become obsolete
Meaning: to be no longer used because something new has been invented

Example: Technological innovation 1s now so rapid, that even the latest electronic devices soon

become obsolete.
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Vi du: P6i méi cong nghé dién ra nhanh chéng khién cho thiét bi dién tir méi nhit ciing nhanh

chéng tré nén 15i théri.

2. leading-edge technology
Meaning: the most advanced position in technology

Example: Manufacturers of electronic devices always advertise their products as having the latest

leading-edge/cutting-edge technology.

Vi du: Nhirng nha san xuat thiét bi dién tir luén quang cio san phiam cia ho sir dung céng nghé

hang dau, tién tién nhat hién nay.

3. advances in technology
Meaning: the improvement or development in technology

Example: Recent advances in medical technology are making a great contribution to the search

for a cure for Aids.

Vi du; Nhitng tién bd gin diy trong cong nghé y hoc di dong gop da dong gop rit 1ém cho viée tim
phuong phap chira bénh AIDS.

4. to gain access to the internet/to access the internet

Meaning: to have the opportunity to use the internet
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Example: Millions of people are able to access the internet in cafes, libraries or other public

places.

Vi du: Hang triéu nguo co thé két noi mang tal quan cafe, thu vién va nhirng noi cong cong khac.

5. to download podcasts
Meaning: to save a copy of a file from the internet to your own device

Example: Computer technology 1s extremely useful for learning a new language. 1 often download

podcasts to improve my histening skills.

Vi du: Cong nghé may tinh thue su hiru ich cho viéc hoc ngoai ngir. To1 thuong tar cac img dung
am thanh dé tang kha ning nghe.

Tir vung chi dé Sport & Exercise:
1. to be out of condition/out of shape
Meaning: to be physically unfit

Example: One of the causes of obesity 1s that many people are out of shape/condition and fail to

exercise regularly.

Vi du: Mét trong nhimg nguyén nhén ciia bénh béo phi la do rit nhiéu ngudi yéu 6t va khéng chiu
tap thé duc thuémg xuyén

2. to take up sport/to take up exercise
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Meaning: to start doing a sport, to start doing exercise

Example: Governments should provide sports facilities to encourage more people to take up

sport/exercise.

Vi du: Chinh phu nén xéy dung cac trung tim thé thao dé khuyén khich nhiéu ngudi tip thé thao

hon
3. to keep fit

Meaning: to stay in good physical condition

Example: A healthy diet and plenty of exercise are essential for people to keep fit.

Vi du: Mét ché d6 an uf:"nng khoe manh va tap luyén la can thiét doi vai nguol muén giir dang.
4. to get into shape

Meaning: to become fit

Example: If people have a sedentary hifestyle, they must do regular exercise to get into shape.

Vi du: Néu con nguéi c6 phong cich song ngdi nhiéu, ho phai thuong xuyén tap thé duc dé duoc
thon tha

5. to work out at the gym
Meaning: to train the body by physical exercise at the gym

Example: As part of a healthy hifestyle, people of all ages should work out at the gym on a regular

basis.
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Vi du: La mot phﬁn cua phong cach séng khoe manh, con ngudl o moi lira tudi nén tap thé duc ¢

phong tap thuong xuyén

Tir vung chi dé Reading:
1. safe in the knowledge that
Meaning: confident because you know that something 1s true or will happen

Example: [ would recommend that people should eat only organic food, safe in the knowledge that

it contains no harmful chemicals.

Vi du: Taor cho rﬁng moi nguot chi nén an thue phém hitu co vi biét chic rﬁng no khong co cac hoa

chat doc hai.
2. to be engrossed in
Meaning: to be completely focused on something

Example: A good work-life balance 1s important, because if people are too engrossed in their

work, their family life may suffer.

Vi du: Viéc can bang tot giita cudc song vai cong viéc la rat quan trong vi neu qua mai mé val cong

viéc, cudc sé-ng gia dinh s& b1 anh huong.

27. Describe a time that you had to change your plan/ changed your mind

You should say:
When this happened
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What made you change the plan
What the new plan was

How vou felt about the change.
(When this happened)

Two years ago, | was on a trip to Thailand with my cousins until we had to change our plans at the

last minute due to bad weather conditions.
(What made you change the plan)

In fact, we were i Phuket that day. Everything was on track. The weather was forecast to be
perfect and we decided to pay a visit to Koh Phi Phi Island, a holiday resort which 1s one of the
must-visit islands in the world. I was really excited about this trip until the local authorities made
an announcement that there would be a tropical storm coming by in 2 days and Phuket would be
heavily affected by the storm. Then, we faced the decision whether to stay there and wait until the

storm passed by or to book a flight back home.
(What the new plan was)

After a lot of discussion, we ended up putting off our plan and returning to Vietnam. The next day,
we arrived at the airport as early as possible since the storm was predicted to sweep the island
sometime that night. Luckily, we were able to buy last-minute plane tickets and got home safe

and sound.
(How you felt about the change)

Surprisingly, we soon forgot all about our misfortune over the trip. In addition, there was no
serious injury or damage i Phuket afier that storm. At the end of the day, | realized that our

safety must be prioritized. However, | was really sad since | hadn’t been able to enjoy my trip to
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Koh Phi Phi Island. Anyway, [ will definitely go back to explore this beautiful place in the near

future.

Vocabulary:

Cic tir thude chu dé Tourism:
1. aholiday resort
Meaning: a place where lots of people go for a hohday

Example: If you like to sunbathe on the beach, Thailand offers some very popular holiday resorts.

2. to book
Meaning: to reserve something, such as a hotel room or a ticket

Example: I'd like to book a table for two at 8pm this evening, please.

Vocabulary:
+ at the last minute (expression): at the latest possible time: Vao phut chot.

Eg: The referee made his decision to postpone the match at the last minute.

¢ bad weather conditions (expression): a period in which the weather is bad, such as heavy
rain, snow or storms: Diéu kién thai tiét xau.
Eg: Tropical storms are frequent in the region, and the people are accustomed to bad

weather conditions.

¢ to be on track (expression): to be doing the right things to achieve a successful result: Tro
chay, theo ké hoach.
Eg: After months of careful preparation, they were on track to perform well in the

competition.
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* to pay a visit (expression): to visit a place or person: Ghe tham.

Eg: If you go to London, you must pay a visit to the British Museum.

¢  must-visit (adjective): a must-visit place 15 one which it is strongly recommended to visit:

Phai dén. Eg: If you enjoy the beach, Thailand 1s a must-visit destination.

s tropical storm (noun): very bad weather, with strong winds and rain, typical of a tropical
country: Béo nhiet don.
Eg: Today, people on the island are cleaning up after the tropical storm which passed
through yesterday.

s heavily affected (expression): producing a very strong change in something: Anh huéng

ning né. Eg: Train services today have been heavily affected by snow and ice.

* to pass by (phrasal verb): to go past: b1 qua.

Eg: While we were waiting at the bus stop, three police cars passed by.

¢ to end up (phrasal verb): to be in a situation in which you did not expect to be: Roi vao tinh
hudng ma minh khéng mong di.

Eg: | took the wrong road, and ended up getting completely lost.

+ to put off something (phrasal verb): to postpone something until a later time or date: Hodn
lai cai gi do.

Eg: He put off taking the exam until January.

s to predict (verb) to say that something will happen in the future: Dur doan.

Eg: Few people predicted that she would become President of the country
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* tosweep (verb): to move quickly and with force: Quet qua, lan qua.

Eg: A fire swept through the department store on Tuesday night.

e last-minute plane ticket (expression): a plane ticket bought at the latest possible time before

departure: Ve may bay gior chot.

s safe and sound (expression): safe and unharmed: An toan va khoe manh.
Eg: After our plane had passed through a bad storm, it was a great relief to arnve safe and

sound.

 to forget all about (expression): to completely forget about something: Quén hét vé cai gi
do.

Eg: I was so interested in the programme that I forgot all about my appointment.

e injury (noun): harm done to a person’s body, for example afier an accident: Thiét hai, ton
that

Eg: The injury to his leg was the result of an attack by sharks while he was surfing.

s at the end of the day (expression): when everything is considered: Suy nghi cho cting. Eg:
At the end of the day, Germany deserved to win the World Cup.

s to prioritize (verb): to treat something as more important than other things: Uwr tién ca1 gi do.
Eg: The system in the hospital aims to prioritize the treatment of patients with serious

injuries or illnesses.

 in the near future (expression): very soon: Trong twong lai gan. Eg: The new road is

expected to be open in the near future, perhaps next month.
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28. Describe clothes you wear on special occasions

You should say:

- What they are

- Where you buy them

- Why you wear them

- And what people think about them

(What they are)

Most of the time, I prefer to dress in clothes which are comfortable, and in which [ feel at ease. For
the majority of special occasions, therefore, | like to wear smart but casual trousers, white blouses
and sometimes a jacket. From time to time, when the social event | attend requires a higher level

of formality, suits and formal shoes would be indispensable items for my overall appearance.
(Where you buy them)

Well, most of my casual clothes, even the smart ones, come from markets and common fashion
brands, like Zara or H&M, because they are relatively affordable. However, I do set higher
standards for my formal clothes, especially in terms of the matenals. Therefore, | occasionally buy
some quality white blouses from a first-class fashion brand. | have sometimes bought clothes
online for special occasions, but [ prefer to try them on and also to see the quality for myself. 1

have to admt that [ also like the wide range of choice 1n the shops.
(Why you wear them)

Actually, | prefer the combination of a blouse and formal trousers to wearing a dress or trying to
keep up with the latest fashions, for a number of reasons, one of which 1s probably my character.
Despite being a girl, | am more into comfortable clothes and find weanng dresses or skirts fairly

uncomfortable. Besides, a white blouse is suitable for people of any age or gender and almost all
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occasions. Normally, formal clothes would make you look more mature, but a combination of a

white blouse with trousers still gives you a smart yet youthful look.
(And what people think about them)

All of my family members really like to see me wearing formal clothes, as the outfit helps to add a
few years to my childlike features. For others, | think this look 1s perfectly suitable, because it
shows my politeness and respect for the events I am involved in. However, I think that my friends
prefer me in elegant, feminine dresses, as a girl in a white blouse may not really impress others. 1
prefer to dismiss these traditional ideas. Provided that [ dress smartly for special occasions, [ like
to choose clothes to please myself, rather than wear the clothes that others would choose if they

WETE me.

Vocabulary:

Cic tir thuje cha dé Traditional vs Modern:
1. to dismiss traditional ideas
Meaning: to decide that traditional 1deas are not important and not worth considering anymore.

Example: We should not dismiss traditional ideas without considering them carefully.
Vocabulary:
o at ease [expression]: relaxed and comfortable

Eg: From the moment that | entered the friendly atmosphere of the classroom, 1 felt

completely at ease.

+ from time to time [expression]: sometimes, but not regularly: thinh thoang
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Eg: Huy still thinks of his ex-girlfriend from time to time.

+ indispensable [adjective]: something or someone that 1s indispensable 1s so good or

important that you could not manage without it, him, or her: khéng thé thiéu duoc

Eg: This book 15 an indispensable resource for researchers.

¢ brand [noun]: the name of a product produced or sold by a particular company: nhéin hang,

thuong hiéu

Eg: It was to become the leading brand of specialty coffee in North America.
¢ affordable [adjective]: not expensive: re, gia ca hop ly

Eg: The shop in town always sells nice clothes at affordable prices.

+ set (high/low) standards for sth [expression]: set a level of quality that people expect and

generally accept as normal: dit tiéu chuan cao/ thap cho cai gi

Eg: Banks in Hong Kong and China are setting higher standards for customer service in

call centres.

» keep up with the latest fashions [expression]: dress in the latest fashion: bat kip xu huéng

thot trang

Eg: Jessica always keeps up with the latest fashions, which never disappoints her fans.
+ suitable [adjective]: appropriate and fitting the occasion

Eg: This hotel has a large play area, so it is suitable for families with young children.

¢ youthful [adjective]: having the qualities that are typical of young people: tuoi tre, tre trung
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Eg: At the time | admired his youthful enthusiasm.

¢ childlike [adjective]: showing the good qualities that children have, such as trusting people,

being honest and enthusiastic: gidng tré con (tich cuc)
Eg: She has a somewhat childlike innocence surrounding her.
PART 3:

1. What factors do you think affect the clothes we choose to wear?

(Give a direct answer to the question) Well, 1 think our choices of clothes are largely decided by
circumstances and personal preferences. (Explain your reason or reasons) On the one hand, your
dress code will be either formal or casual style, depending on the event you attend. Yet, at the same
time, one’s fashion sense or character also play a huge role in outfit choices. (Give an example -
often a personal example)) For example, on occasions that require formality, I prefer white shirts

and trousers to elegant dresses, as this style 15 smart and suits me the most.
2. Is it possible to look good without spending lots of money on clothes?

(Give a direct answer to the question) Yes, possibly (Explain your reason or reasons) Actually, it
15 not extravagant items but rather a person’s taste of fashion and other factors that make himself
or herself truly attractive. (Give an example - often a personal example)) From my own
experience, | have a lot of peers who know how to mix and match different items of clothing that
go well together. Surprisingly, many of their clothes are even second-hand or real bargains from
cheap markets. (Explain the opposite or alternative) However, quality clothes do help improve

one’s overall appearance. so they are certainly worth the money.
3. Do the fashion shows have an impact on what we are wearing?

(Give a direct answer to the question) Yes, to certain individuals, especially to dedicated followers

of fashion. (Explain your reason or reasons) Fashion shows never fail to introduce and promote
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the latest fashion trends, from which people can leamn, and which they can adopt themselves, to
look more trendy. (Give an example - often a personal example)) For myself, although 1 enjoy
watching the latest fashion shows with fabulous models, clothes from these shows are not really my

everyday basic style, and of course they are more often than not too costly.

4. Do you think have fashion trends are changing constantly?

(Give a direct answer to the question) Yes, undoubtedly. (Explain your reason or reasons) The
fashion industry 1s an ever-changing industry because of a few external factors, including seasonal
change and the influence of trendsetters, such as fashion designers and celebrities. Practically, a
trend, by definition, doesn’t last. (Give an example - often a personal example)) If you follow this
industry minutely, you will understand it’s not only changing, sometimes old fashion trends also
make a comeback, e.g. crop top, boot-cut jeans, white eye liner. (Explain the opposite or
alternative) However, some kinds of clothes are always favored, such as jeans or T-shirts. These
classics are elegant staples and styles that rarely change and look good no matter what other

“trends”™ are going on.
5. Do you think people behave differently in different kinds of clothes?

(Give a direct answer to the question) Certainly. | once read a quote by Caithin Moran that helps
express this perfectly, which is: "When a woman says 'l have nothing to wear!" What she really

means 1s, 'there's nothing here for who I'm supposed to be today.' " (Explain your reason or
reasons) We use clothes in connection to the roles we're going to play that day, the situations and
settings we're going to be in, and to express our mood. Therefore, the clothes we wear do affect not
only how we act, but how others act around us. (Give an example - often a personal example)) For

instance, someone who dressed immaculately 1s more likely to attract interest and attention, which

in return would make that person feel more confident.

6. Are people’s ideas about fashion today the same as people’s ideas at previous times?
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(Give a direct answer to the question) Probably no. (Explain your reason or reasons) In
comparison, fashion is regarded these days more highly than it once was, and the definition of
trends has also changed considerably. (Give an example - often a personal example)). Just simply
ask your mother and your grandmother, their concept of fashion will almost certainly contrast with
each other and that of your own, which shows that ideas about fashion vary from generation to

generation.

Vocabulary:

+ preference [noun]: the fact that you like something or someone more than another thing or

person: sur yéu thich, wu tién
Eg: Her preference 1s for comfortable rather than stylish clothes.

« fashion sense [noun]: the characteristic of having good judgment of fashion: khiéu thai

trang
Eg: Kath’s fashion sense 1s always highly regarded.
+ extravagant [adjective]: extreme and unreasonable: dit do, xa xi
Eg: The product does not live up to the extravagant claims of the advertisers.

+ to mix and match [expression]: to combine in a harmonious or interesting way, as articles

of clothing in an ensemble: phéi do
Eg: Gary likes to mix and match clothes for different events.

+ bargain [noun]: something on sale at a lower price than 1its true value: mon hat
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Eg: This coat was half-price - a real bargain.

+ to promote [verb]: to encourage people to like, buy, use, do, or support something: k_hu}fén

khich, quang ba
Eg: Advertising companies are always having to think up new ways to promote products.
+ more often than not [expression]: most of the time: thudng xuyén
Eg: More often than not, a student will come up with the right answer.
» ever-changing [adjective]: constantly changing or developing: luén luén thay doi
Eg: The key to success 1s adapting to the ever-changing conditions.

+ trendsetter [noun]: a person, organization, etc. that starts new fashions, especially in

clothes: ngual tao nén xu hudng
Eg: They are not only the biggest fast food chain, but also the industry's trendsetter.

e staple [noun]: a company or industry that manufactures and sells important products and

services that people eat or use regularly: mat hang thir }féu
Eg: So-called safe areas in the stock market continue to be consumer staples and drug companies.
¢ immaculately [adverb]: extremely neatly and tidily; perfectly:
Eg: The new manager arrived, dressed immaculately in a smart, new suit.
* in return [expression]: in exchange: doi lai, dap tra lai

Eg: Some tenants get rent reductions in return for help managing the building.
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* in comparison [expression]: when compared with sth: khi duoc so sanh vai nhau

Eg: I thought | was badly treated but my expeniences pale in comparison with yours.

29. Describe a popular comic actor/ actress you know

You should say:

Who he/she is

How vou knew him/ her

What comedies he/she has performed
Explain why he/she is popular

(Who he/she is)

['m going to describe an acclaimed comic actor, whose name may ring a bell to comedy buffs,
Rowan Atkinson. Born in 1955, Rowan Atkinson 1s an English actor, comedian, and screenwriter.
He 1s probably best known worldwide for his classic character Mr Bean. Atkinson first came to

prominence in the BBC's sketch comedy show Not the Nine o’clock News in 1979.

(How you knew him/ her)

Well, I remember first seeing him in his own movie adaptations of Mr Bean on Disney Channel,
and [ was intrigued by his witty, amusing acting in a flash. The character he played always behaves
with goodwill, but he gets himself into ironic problems and funny situations by accident. Later |
discovered some other DVDs of TV shows he had done 1n the past and watched them with my

family. Up to now, I think I've watched nearly all of the shows he’s done.

(What comedies he/she has performed)
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After his debut in the BBC's Not the Nine O'clock News, Atkinson later appeared in theatrical
productions like The Nerd (1984), The New Revue (1986) and The Sneeze (1988). The portrayal
of another hilarious character, Blackadder, showed how versatile he 1s. The success of Blackadder
spurred the creation of the TV specials Blackadder's Christmas Carol and Blackadder: The
Cavalier Years—both of which aired in 19858 In 1990, Atkinson starred as his orniginally developed
character Mr. Bean in the TV series of the same name. The popular comedy series was adapted for
film in 1997. Atkinson reprised his famous Mr. Bean character in a comedy sketch at the opening

ceremony of the 2012 Summer Olympic Games.
(Explain why he/she is popular)

Personally, his world-wide populanity 1s partly achieved through his unique, clever comedy style,
which is based on real life everyday situations that everybody can relate to. Another trait that also
distinguishes him from other comic actors 1s his diverse gestures and body movements, without
much reliance on dialogue. Therefore, until today his character Mr Bean 1s still associated with UK

culture and appeals to audiences all over the world.

Vocabulary:

Cic tir thude chia dé Art:
1. the portrayal of something/somebody

Meaning: the act of showing or describing something/somebody in a book, painting, play or film.
Example: In the past, the portrayal of women in art was often as possessions, owned by rich men.

2 to appeal to audiences

Meaning: to attract or interest those who go to watch a play or movie.

Example: Movies which have famous actors 1n the cast are more likely to appeal to audiences.
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Other vocabulary:
s acclaimed [adjective]: famous, praised and approved by the public: ndi tiéng, dwoc ca tung

Eg: "Dinner Party", based on the critically acclaimed novel by Bill Davies, was made into a film

last year.
¢ ring a bell [expression]: to sound familiar: nghe quen thudc
Eg: The name rang a bell but [ couldn't remember where I had heard it before.

+ comedy buffs [expression]: people who know a lot about and are very interested in comedy:

nguoi yéu thich hai kich
Eg: Hoa1 Linh 15 extremely popular among all comedy buffs.

+ come to prominence [expression]: become easily seen or well known: duoc bien den rong

il
Eg: Tina Fey came to prominence as a writer and comedian on "Saturday Night Live".

* movie adaptation [noun]: a movie that has been made from another book, play, etc...: phim

duroe c:huye:“n thé
Eg: Last year he starred in the movie adaptation of Bill Cronshaw's best-selling novel.
¢ in a flash [expression]: quickly or suddenly: mét cach nhanh chong

Eg: The ceremony yesterday was over in a flash.
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+ gpodwill [noun]: a fnendly attitude in which you wish that good things happen to people:

thién chi
Eg: We hope the negotiations will take place in an atmosphere of openness and goodwill.
+ hilarious [adjective]: extremely funny

Eg: You may remember Rowan Atkinson in the hilarious comedy role of Johnny English, the

secret agent.

s spur [verb]: to encourage an activity or development or make it happen faster: thic dé}r,

khuyén khich
Eg: Spurred on by her early success, she went on to write four more novels in rapid succession.
s air [verb]: to broadcast a programme on TV or radio
Eg: The next episode of “Blackadder™ will be aired tomorrow at 8pm.
* reprise [verb]: to repeat a song, performance, or set of actions: lap lai, dong lai
Eg: He reprises his role as the vigilante architect in his latest movie.

s distinguish [verb]: to notice or understand the difference between two things, or to make

one person or thing seem different from another: phéan biét

Eg: It's not the beauty so much as the range of his voice that distinguishes him from other tenors.

s gesture [noun]: a movement of the hands, arms, or head, etc. to express an idea or feeling:

cir chi

Eg: Since they spoke only Swahili, we used signs and gestures to make ourselves understood.
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+ reliance [noun]: the state of depending on or trusting in something or someone: sur phu

thudc

Eg: You place too much reliance on her ideas and expertise.

30. Describe a famous person that you are interested in

You should say:

Who this person is

How you know about this person
What this person is famous for

Explain why you are interested in this person
(Who this person is)

['m going to tell you about a celebrity who I really respect. He 1s Fernando Torres, a Spanish

professional footballer who plays as a striker for Atletico Madnd club and the national team.

(How you know about this person)

Torres has been my idol for a long time since [ was a kid. I've always been a sports fan and [ first
watched him play when I turned 8 years old, the summer of the EUFA European Football
Championship in 2008. | watched the final match of the championship, in which Torres
contributed a truly impressive performance. He was also the only one who scored and made Spain a
winner for the second time in history. The moment of his beautiful goal has turned me into a

wholehearted admirer for 10 years now.

(What this person is famous for)
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Fernando Torres has earned an international reputation as a valuable striker with great vision
and technical ability. He has the awareness to get in behind opposing defenders and the ability to
finish accurately with his head or with either foot. Like the true professional that he 1s, he keeps
himself in the peak of condition. Thanks to gifted talent and dedicated training, he - together with

his team-mates - has won lots of titles and set international records.
(Explain why vou are interested in this person)

Personally, I find Torres an interesting person mainly because of his attitude as a team player. In
football, strikers are generally notorious for selfishness and greed for goals, but Torres 1s different.
Not only does he do his best to score himself, he also tries to support and create chances for his
team-mates. This has been an inspiration for me to be unselfish, generous and cooperative in my

own life and attitude towards others.

Vocabulary:
Cic tir thuje cha dé Sport and exercise:

1. asports fan
Meaning: a person who takes a keen interest in sport
Example: While | think that it 15 good to be a sports fan, people must remember that sport 1s just
entertainment, not a matter of life and death.
2. be in the peak of condition
Meaning: to be in the best possible physical condition
Example: Sports professionals should receive high salanies, because they must always be in the

peak of condition to perform at the highest levels.

Vocabulary:
s celebrity [noun]: a well-known person, such as an actor, singer or sports star. ngudl noi

tiéng
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Eg: After her marnage, Princess Diana became an international celebrity.
* striker [noun]: a footballer whose role is to score goals. tien dao

Eg: He started his football career as a striker, but he didn’t score many goals.

* national team [noun]: a sports team selected to represent a country. déi tuyén quéc gia

Eg: In the Olympic Games, the most successful national team in recent years has been

China.

* EUFA European Football Championship: a football competition held every 4 vears to be
the best national team in Europe. hay EURO, giai vé dich bong da chiu Au

Eg: | hope that [taly will win the next EUFA European Football Championship.

* idol [noun]: a person that you admire, respect (even love!), who you probably have never
met in person. Than tuong.
Eg: In the 1960s and1970s, Ho Chi Minh was an idol for many Americans who opposed
US policy.

o wholehearted [adjective]: complete, 100 per cent. hét long, nhiét thanh

Eg: The President enjoyed the wholehearted support of the news media for his economic

reforms.

¢ admirer [noun]: a fan, a person who admires another person/thing. nguo ham mo

Eg: | have been an admirer of Shakespeare’s plays since my schooldays.

* to earn an international reputation as/for: to become recognised internationally for some

achievement. ni tiéng toan thé gidi, limg danh thé giéi vé diéu gi do
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Eg: Brazilian footballers have earned an international reputation as very skilful players.

+ vision [noun]: ability to understand what your team-mates and opponents are likely to do.

tam nhin

Eg: Torres has great vision, always thinking about being in the right place at the right time

to help his team to score.

+ opposing defender [noun]: a player from the other team who tries to stop you from scoring

a goal. hiu vé doi ban
Eg: Torres ran past two opposing defenders and scored.

e finish accurately [expression]: to score a goal by hitting the ball with accuracy. dirt diém

chinh xac

Eg: Although he is a great player, he doesn’t score many goals because he cannot finish

accurately.
» gifted talent [expression]: a natural ability to do something. tai ning bam sinh

Eg: She has a gifted talent for music, and she masters a new instrument very quickly.
» notorious (for)...[adjective]: famous, but in a bad way. tai tiéng vi diéu gi dé

Eg: Dracula was notorious for drinking the blood of his victims.
+ create chances for someone: to help a team-mate to score a goal. tao co héi cho ai

Eg. Skilful play by Torres created many chances for his team-mates to score during the

match.
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+ inspiration (for)...[noun]: something which gives you hope and encouragement to do

something. nguon cam himg

Eg: Her lessons were an inspiration for all her students to really understand the subject.

31. Describe a magazine you enjoy reading.

You should say:

What it is

How often you read it
What vou learn from it

Why you like it
(What it is)

To be honest, | am usually engrossed in reading in my spare time, so much that [ buy not only
books but also newspapers and magazines to read almost every day. | am going to describe my
favorite fashion magazine named “Elle”. | have been enjoying 1t for 2 years or so. It 1s not a long

period of time, but | have never missed any of its issues.
(How often you read it)

It is a popular magazine which i1s published monthly in Vietnam. Therefore, | order Elle every
month and read each 1ssue over and over again. | start to read this magazine as soon as it 1s

delivered to my home, and then I read it through again later at my leisure at the weekend.
(What you learn from it)

[ enjoy reading up on new information about lifestyle and on-trend fashion all over the world. As

a shopaholic, | find that it helps me a lot in catching up with the latest hot trends. | can learn from
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the magazine and then change my style to be more fashionable and elegant. Besides that, this
magazine also runs stories about celebrities and famous fashion brands. This provides me with a

source of material that is useful for my major in Fashion Design.
(Why you like it)

Although there are several other attractive magazines, Elle 15 still my preferred cup of tea since 1t
has some useful contents and eye-catching images, which tend to stick in my mind. For me in
particular, and women in general, its beauty column 1s absolutely amazing with information about
best- selling cosmetic products, beauty tips and various make-up styles. Moreover, | am fond of
this magazine because it offers advice for women on romance and love hife. I also find that it 1s
funny to read the horoscope column and find out what the stars predict for the month ahead. I really

enjoy it.

Vocabulary:

Cic tir thude chi dé Reading:
1. be engrossed in
Meaning: to be completely focused on something
Example: A good work-life balance is important, because if people are too engrossed in their

work, their family life may suffer.

2. read up on
Meaning: to find information in a book or other wnitten source about something
Example: When deciding which university course to study, it 15 essential to read up on all the

available information before making your choice.

3. run astory

Meaning: to print an article about something or somebody
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Example: The media nowadays runs many stories about environmental problems.

4. stick in your mind
Meaning: (of a memory or an image) to remember for a long time

Example: The memory of my first day at university still sticks in my mind.
Vocabulary:

* issue [noun|: a publication of a magazine or newspaper that appears at regular intervals (eg.
each day/each month) an pham. Eg: The January issue of Elle will contain some special
articles on sports fashions.

» published monthly [expression]: appearing as a new issue every month. xuat ban hang
thang. Eg: Like the majority of magazines, Elle 1s published monthly.

» over and over again [expression]: many times; repeatedly. lip di lip lai nhiéu lan
Eg: The story of the earthquake was repeated over and over again on the news yesterday.

+ lifestyle [noun]: the way that a person lives and the activities they do. phong cach
Eg: He dreams of a lifestyle of fast cars, celebrity status, and lots of money.

+ on-trend fashion [expression|: styles which are popular and fashionable at the moment. xu
huomg thai trang. Eg: Designers in Italy dictate the on-trend fashions for clothes 1n
Europe.

» shopaholic [noun]: a person who is always shopping (too much). nguéi nghién mua sam
Eg: I'm not a shopaholic, but I sometimes spend hours in bookshops.

¢ catch up with [phrasal verb]: to find out all the latest information about something. theo kip
Eg: I phoned John today, to eatch up with the news about his holiday in Thailand.

+ be my cup of tea [expression] =be my favonte. Eg: | have never liked romantic films —
they’re not my cup of tea.

* eye-catching image [expression]: a picture/photo or scene which captures your attention.
hinh anh bit mét. Eg: The new advert for Nike has an eye-catching image of famous

sportspeople all wearing Nike clothes.

+ Dé tim hiéu théng tin vé khéa hoc, bd sich méi nhit cua thiy Bach,

cic ban truy cip: www ngochach com

+ Lién hé véi IELTS Ngoc Bach, cic ban viao www.ngocbach com muc “Lién hé.” 223




+ hbeauty tip [noun]: a short piece of advice on how to look more beautiful. meo lam dep

Eg: Iread a useful beauty tip today, suggested by a famous model.

Part 3:

Do you think headlines are important?

(Give direct answer to the question) Yes, I think that headlines are absolutely essential. (Explain
vour reasons) In this busy world, people have to decide instantly whether something 1s worth their
time or not. Therefore, it is the headline’s job to entice readers and capture their attention so that
they 1gnore all other distractions and read the article to find out more. (Give an example) 1, for
instance, was attracted by the headline “Reading kills your future™ at first sight so [ made a
decision to read this news item immediately. (Explain the opposite or alternative) If wrnters do
not pay attention to the headline, their writing will be ignored even though its content leaves a

thoughtful message or gives useful information.

Vocabulary:
s [t is something’s job to V: day la nhiém vu cua.. dé...
Example: it 1s my job to raise funds for the mountain children.
+ Capture attention: thu huat sur cha
Example: the painting captured my attention at first glimpse.
s Distraction: sur phan tam
Example: he found music a distraction when he was learning.
s Leave message: truyen tai thong diép
Example: the video left a message on all youngsters.
s  Entice: thu hat, 161 keo
Example: [ was enticed by colorful snacks.
Which is more important: fashionable or advertising news?
(Give direct answer to the question) In my opinion, advertising news is more important than the
fashionable one. (Explain your reasons) Advertising new plays an integral role in promoting

product consumption of all brands while fashion news may be attractive but forgotten soon. The
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creativity of advertising grabs attention and leaves an impression in people's minds. Thus, it will
work more effectively than a fashion news . (Give an example) Every Sunday, 1 shop at the local
supermarket. I recognize that all the goods that I pick up appear in o advertising that [ have seen on
the internet or TV.
Vocabulary:
e Promote product consumption: thic day tiéu thu san pham
Example: the new shampoo package promotes its product consumption.
¢ Grab attention: thu hat
Example: her blue eyes grabbed my attention.
¢ Leave an impression: dé lai an tuong
Example: the singer’s beautiful voice left an impression on methat I will never forget her.
s Pick up: cam lén

Example: my brother picked up a pair of white shoes after considering it for half an hour.

Do you think the government has the right to censor magazines?
(Give direct answer to the question) No, [ completely believe that the government should not
have the right to censor magazines. (Explain your reasons) Censorship prevents people from
gaining access to information that shouldn’t really be restricted or kept out of bounds. The spread
and sharing of information would be stifled. (Give an example) Let’s imagine that we have to read
an article that 1s controlled by the government, which means it 1s only the news that government
allows us to know. (Explain the opposite or alternative) When the media like magazines is
censored, it can easily lead to public manipulation.
Vocabulary:
e Gain access to something: tiép cin cai gi
Example: in modern life, people can easily gain access to the internet.
» Be kept out of bounds: kiém soat
Example: the information about this corruption case was kept out of bounds.
¢ Public manipulation: su thao ting du luén

Example: Public manipulation should be prevented during the election.
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+ To be stifled: ngot ngat, go bo

Example: the street was stifled by the fumes.

Do you think everything we read on the magazines is true?
(Give direct answer to the question) No, | do not believe that everything in magazines is
accurate. (Explain your reasons) Since all magazine articles are tproduced for people, it 1s more
likely to be the personal comment of the author on the topic rather than the truth. (Give an
example) Let’s take a column of a star’s life on Bep Magazine as an example. The journalist wrote
about the ups and downs of Marilyn Monroe from her viewpoint but the article was controversial
because Marilyn Monroe passed away years ago and the information could not be checked.
(Explain the opposite or alternative) If we completely believe in magazines, we may be
gainingfalse information that the authors give on the topics outside their scope of expertise.
Vocabulary:
* To be likely to V: co kha ning. ..
Example: a flood 1s likely to occur this weekend.
» Comment on something: ¥ kién vé viéc gi, cai gi
Example: her praising comment on my writing made my day.
o Take something as an example: lay cai gi, viéc gi lam vi du
Example: [ would like to take the eye disease as an example of the bad impacts of the
overuse of mobile phones.
» Ups and downs: thing trim
Example: the ups and downs of President Ho Chi Minh were the subject of many
documentaries.
s Pass away: qua doi
Example: my grandmother passed away when I was a kid.
¢ Qutside the scope of expertise: ngoai pham vi chuyén mén
Example: | cannot put forward my solution to this problem because it 15 outside my scope of

expertise.
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32. Describe an interesting animal

You should say:

What it looks like

When you saw/ knew about it for the first time
Where it lives

Explain why it is interesting.
(What it looks like)

I've always considered myself as an animal-lover, and for this task card. I'd like to describe one
particular ammal- my dog. I"'m currently raising an Alaska dog, which 1s a large breed of domestic
dog. My dog has a distinctive appearance, with a double coat: the undercoat 1s soft, whereas the

outer one 15 coarse and waterproof.
(When you saw/ knew about it for the first time)

I first saw this breed of dog through a TV advertisement and then [ knew that | was already keen
on this animal. My own dog was actually my birthday present when I turned 18 last year.

Honestly, it was mind-blowing since I'd never thought that I'd have a dog one day.
(Where it lives)

In general,dogs hive in most countries around the world. They can either live in the wild or as pets.
In fact, the USA, where the pet industry is huge, 15 home to over 60 million pet dogs. The Alaska
breed, however, 1s not a typical domestic pet. It i1s adapted to extreme conditions, and 1t can brave

the coldest weather.
(Explain why it is interesting)

In my opinion, the most surprising feature of my dog is that he is never tired. His stamina is

unbelievable. He can play with anyone all day without wearing himself out. I also find him
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intriguing. He 1s such an intelligent dog that he leams everything quickly. I remember one time
when I taught him how to fetch. Surprisingly, he ended up acting as if he had already intrinsically
understood the game by successfully chasing and retrieving the object after | had tossed it for the
second time. In addition, he 15 friendly to everyone. Whenever someone pays a visit to my house,
instead of barking, he welcomes them by licking their feet. Somehow, 1 just feel that there is a
connection between us. He 15 a fnend who | can play with after a hard day. [ talk with him every
day and I'm pretty sure that he understands every word. Finally, [ hope that he will live with me for

a long time.

Vocabulary:

Cic tir thude chii d& Animal rights:
1. an animal lover
Meaning: a person who likes animals very much, and feels love for them.

Example: Many people who claim to be animal lovers nevertheless neglect their pets.

2. the pet industry
Meaning: all the products and services related to the feeding and care of domestic pets.
Example: The multi-billion dollar pet industry 1s growing even in some countries where many

humans live in poverty.

3. domestic pets
Meaning: animals kept in the house, such as dogs or cats.
Example: Not only children but many adults too like to keep domestic pets.

Vocabulary:

¢ breed [noun]: a particular type of amimal that has been developed by people 1n a controlled
way, especially a type of dog, cat or farm animal

Eg: The king had several large breeds of dogs, including German shepherd dogs.
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e distinctive [adjective]: having a charactenistic that makes something different and easily
noticed: Khac biét, la.
Eg: The clothes that she wears have a very distinctive style, and everyone looks at her

when she walks down the street.

s coat [noun]: the fur, hair or wool that covers an animal’s body: Long thi, bao thu toan bo
co thé con vat

Eg: She took a photo of the animals in the snow, covered with their thick coats.

» soft [adjective]: smooth and pleasant to touch: Mém mai.

Eg: John was wearing a shirt of soft white silk.

s coarse [adjective]: rough: Tho, khong min mang.

Eg: The hands of farm workers are coarse as a result of the hard manual work that they do.

+ waterproof [adjective]: that does not allow water to pass through it: Chémg nuoc.

Eg: Make sure that you buy a new waterproof jacket before the monsoon season.

+ to be keen on [expression]: very interested in somebody or something
Eg: I was keen on collecting stamps when I was a young child.
* to turn [verb]: to reach or pass a particular age or time: Tro thanh, buoc sang.

Eg: Susan turns 21 tomorrow, so [ must buy her a present.

« mind-blowing [adjective]: very exciting, impressive or surprising: Ngac nhién, siimg so.

Eg: The first rock concert that | went to was a really mind-blowing experience.

* home to [expression]: the place where somebody/something can be found: Nha cua.
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Eg: The Antarctic 1s home to several species of penguins.

s to brave [verb]: to have to deal with something difficult or unpleasant:

Eg: Fishermen have to brave all kinds of stormy weather conditions.

¢ stamina [noun]: the physical strength that enables you to do something for a long time
without tiring:

Eg: Youneed a lot of stamina to run a marathon.

+ intriguing [adjective]: very interesting because it 1s/they are unusual: H{';np dan, kich thich
sur to mo.

Eg: The discoveries of the ancient temples raised intriguing questions for archaeologists.

e to fetch [verb]: to go where something is and bring it back: Pem dén, tim vé, dem vé.

Eg: Mary has gone to fetch the kids from school.

+ to end up [phrasal verb]: to find yourself in a place or a situation unexpectedly: Két thic.

Eg: If you keep stealing from your neighbours, you’ll end up in prison.

¢ intrinsically [adverb]: in a way that belongs to the real nature of something: Mot cach

thuan thuc, nhu thude vé ban ning, tinh chét vén cé.
Eg: The character of Dracula in the story is intrinsically evil.

* to retrieve [verb]: to bring or get something back: Lfiy lai.tim vé duoc hodc tim va nhit

dem vé (chd).

Eg: The dog retrieved the ball from the water.
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* to pay a visit to [expression]: to visit a place or a person: Ghe tham
Eg: Be sure to pay a visit to your aunt when you travel to Hanoi

* for along time [expression]: for a long period either in the past, present or future: Trong

thon gian lau dai.

Eg: | have been studying English for a long time, and [ plan to take an important English

€Xam 5001.
33. Describe something important that you lost

You should say:

What it was

Why it was important
How vou lost it

What you did after you lost it
(What it was)

[’'m going to describe a very important thing that I lost. The incident was so abrupt and
devastating that I still feel down in the mouth whenever [ think of it. It was the last year in my
high school, about 3 three years ago, when [ lost my mobile phone, which contains a lot of valuable

phone numbers, videos and pictures.
(Why it was important)

It goes without saying that in this day and age, nobody can do without a mobile phone. To me,
this phone was more than just a means of chatting or making small talk. It was also my birthday
present, and in fact my parents had been generous to a fault and had undertaken lots of overtime-
work to buy me this expensive phone. | had kept this phone for 1 year before losing 1t, so there were

many meaningful pictures and videos inside the phone.
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(How you lost it)

Actually, I lost the phone due to my oversight, when [ studied in my extra class. During the lesson,
[ had to look up plenty of Enghsh words, so | used the phone quite often and put it in the table
drawer afterwards. Normally I would check the drawer after the class, but on the day, I was in such
a hurry to attend my friend’s party that | completely forgot about checking the phone. I only
realized my negligence after my friend’s party had finished, which was too late. At that moment, |

got so tensed and went back to the class and searched every possible place.
(What you did after you lost it)

To my dismay, I could not find it anywhere. | felt so stupid and [ even rebuked myself the whole
time for not being careful and responsible with my own stuff. Fortunately, my parents did not tell
me off and they even consoled me after the incident, which at least made me feel a bit better.
Honestly, the whole experience and the feelings were pretty depressing, but at least it taught me an

unforgettable lesson.

Vocabulary:

Ciic tir thuje chii dé Communication and Personality

1. to make small talk

Meaning: to talk in a polite way about unimportant matters such as the weather.

Example: I enjoy a serious discussion and | don’t like making small talk about football or the

weather.

2, to be generous to a fault
Meaning: to be very kind or helpful to others, even when it can cause problems for yourself.

Example: My parents are generous to a fault, helping me to pay my university fees.

+ Dé tim hiéu théng tin vé khéa hoc, bd sich méi nhit cua thiy Bach,

cic ban truy cip: www ngochach com

+ Lién hé véi IELTS Ngoc Bach, cic ban viao www.ngocbach com muc “Lién hé.” 232




Vocabulary:
s abrupt [adjective]: sudden and unexpected, and often unpleasant: dot ngot
Eg: Our conversation came to an abrupt end when George burst into the room.
» devastating [adjective]: making someone very shocked and upset: giy dau budn
Eg: The devastating news struck all members in my family.
¢ be down in the mouth [expression]: to be sad: budn bi
Eg: Bob was down in the mouth when the concert was cancelled.
* it goes without saying [expression]: used to mean that something is obvious: hién nhién la
Eg: Of course, it goes without saying that you'll be paid for the extra hours you work
« do without sth [expression]: to manage without having something: gan nhu
Eg: We can't afford to fix the car this month, so I guess we'll need to do without it for a few weeks.

¢ undertake [verb]: to do or begin to do something, especially something that will take a long

time or be difficult: dam nhan
Eg: This is one of the largest aid projects ever undertaken.
+ oversight [noun|: a mistake made because of a failure to notice/to do something: su so sot
Eg: They claimed 1t was simply an oversight when they failed to repay me.
s attend [verb]: to go to an event, place, etc: tham du

Eg: The meeting is on the fifth and we're hoping everyone will attend.
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+ negligence [noun]: the state of not being careful or giving enough attention to people or

things that are your responsibility: sur lo lang
Eg: She charged her landlord with negligence for not repairing leaks that ruined her rugs.

* rebuke [verb]: to speak angrily to someone because you disapprove of what they have said

or done: la ming, khién trach
Eg: [ was rebuked by my manager for being late.
+ tell somebody off [verb]: to speak angnly to someone for doing something wrong
Eg: The teacher told me off because | had not done my homework.

* console [verb]: to make someone who 1s sad or disappointed feel better by giving them

comfort or sympathy: an

Eg: He tried to console her, but she kept saying it was all her own fault.

34. Describe a party that you went to

You should say:

When it took place

Where it was

Whose party it was

What vou did there

How you felt about the party

{When it took place)
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Today, I'm going to share with you my story about a particular party I went to recently. Honestly,
being an extrovert and outgoing person, I'm really into special occasions with a lot of people. So,
last month, when | was invited to the 18th birthday party of Johie, one of my best friends, I accepted

her kind invitation straight away.
(Where it was)

On that evening, | dressed up in my best party clothes and joined a group of my friends to travel to
the party venue on Vung Tau Beach, which 1s about 20 km from my house. To be honest, 1 was
strongly impressed by the stunning decorations for the party, with a lot of sparkling LED lights

and hanging balloons.
(What you did there)

After giving birthday presents and singing a birthday song for her, we helped ourselves to a great
BBQ of fresh seafood and drank delicious cocktails. Following this, we decided to do some fun
things, such as singing, dancing, playing UNO cards and we finished off the evening with a stroll

along the seashore to relax.
(How you felt about the party)

It was a memorable evening for me as until that time I'd never been to a party on the beach. The
laid-back atmosphere and sharing a fun time in the company of close friends were the things |

remember most. [ hope to enjoy more and more parties like that and even have my own.

Vocabulary:

s extrovert (adjective): lively and confident, and enjoying being with other people

Eg: She’s an extrovert, and she’s always the centre of attention at parties.
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Part 3:

outgoing (adjective): liking to meet other people, enjoying their company and being
friendly towards them. Eg: Our tour guide was really outgoing, always joking and chatting

to us throughout the journey.

be into sth (expression): to be interested in something 1n an active way Eg: When [ was a

child, I was really into stamp collecting.

stunning (adjective): very impressive and remarkable. Eg: Most Hollywood films these

days have some stunning special effects.

sparkling (adjective): shining brightly. Eg:  Jolie has sparkling eyes and a friendly smile.

help yourself to sth (expression): to take something without waiting to be invited to take it

Eg: We helped ourselves to the delicious barbecued fish prepared by our host.

dress up (phrasal verb): to wear clothes that are smarter than those you usually wear

Eg: | dressed up in my best suit and a new shirt and tie for the interview.

finish sth off (phrasal verb): to do the last part of something; to make something end by
doing one last thing. Eg: The Olympic Games finished off with a spectacular final

Ceremony.

laid-back (adjective): relaxed and informal. Eg: The manager who interviewed me was

very laid-back, and so I did not feel too nervous.
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What tvpes of party do people have?

In fact, people have parties to celebrate special occasions, namely weddings, birthdays, or the

beginning of the year.

Why are parties important?

In my opinion, parties are crucial as they are considered as milestones in our lives. Moreover, they
are a good way to bring people together, and a great opportumity to let off some steam. For
example, my 18" birthday last September was such a great family reunion which definitely allowed
us to embrace our relationship because I only see them once in a blue moon. If that party hadn’t

been organized, | wouldn’t have had the chance to talk to them.

Do vou think parties will become more popular in the future?

[ don’t think there will be any significant changes since 1t is one of our basic needs. People have
always had parties, and I"m pretty sure that they always will in the future. It is vital that people

socialize and bond on a daily basis, and parties are one of the 1deal ways to do that.

Do people spend a lot of money on these parties in vour country?

[ think that it mostly depends on their financial and family background. There are the affluent, or
the so-called “one-percent” of the society, who would obviously lavish bundles of cash on parties
and party all the way from dusk till dawn. However, as a person who is into simplicity, doing

potlucks, where family and friends all bring a dish and something to drink, to my mind, 1s a much

better way.

Topic vocabulary:

To celebrate special occasions (expression): An mirng nhimg dip dac biét

For example: It 1s important that we organize a party for Independence Day, which is a great way to

celebrate this special occasion.
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To be considered as something (expression): Buoc xem nhu la gi do.

For example: Morality 1s considered as an element for how we judge people.

Milestones in our lives (expression): Thanh tuu trong cude song ctia ching ta.

For example: Winning a scholarship to Japan 1s such a milestone n his Life.

Bring people together (expression): Gin két moi ngudi lai.

For example: In-person meetings 1s one of the more effective ways to bring people together.
Let off some steam (expression): Thu gidn, tha long, xa hoi.

For example: She decided to go to karaoke to let off some steam.

Family reunion (noun): Cudc doan tu gia dinh.

For example: There will be a family reunion this Sunday since we haven’t seen each other for

years.
Embrace (verb): Thit lai.

For example: 1t 1s respectful when you embrace other cultures.

Once in a blue moon (idiom): Hiém khi, it khi.

For example: He's up to his ears in work so [ only see them once in a blue moon.
Basic needs (expression): Nhu cau co ban, thiét yéu.

For example: Working hard will help you satisfy your basic needs.

Socialize and bond (expression): Giao tiép va gin chit tinh cam.

For example: Put down your phone! It's time for us to socialize and bond.

On a daily basis (expression): Thuémg xuyén, hing ngay.
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For example: Doing exercise on a daily basis can help you lose weight.
Ideal (adjective): Ly tuwong.

For example: You should buy that T-shirt. It’s an ideal choice!.
Depend on (phrasal verb): Phu thude vao

For example: Teenagers mostly depend on their parents since they are too young to eamn their

living.

Family background (noun): Hoan canh gia dinh.

For example: Everyone has different family backgrounds, but we should be treated equally.
The so-called “one-percent” of society (expression): Giat co, kha gia.

For example: Billionaires are seen as the so-called “one-percent” of society.

Lavish something on smb (verb): Tiéu xai hoang phi.

For example: They lavish their riches on themselves by buying a Supercar.

From dust til dawn (expression): Cho dén lic binh minh.

For example: 1 will wait for you from dusk till dawn.

Potluck (noun): Mét bira tiéc truyén thong cia nguéi phuong Tay.

For example: You can organize a potluck, which is simple and economical.

35. Describe a photo you have taken

You should say:

Where yvou took it
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When you took the photo
What/ who is in this photo
Explain how you felt about it

(Where you took it)

['m going to describe a photograph | have taken myself, from which [ derive a lot of pleasure.
Actually, photography 1s one of my greatest hobbies, and I always carry my camera in case [ have a
chance to set foot in new places. As part of my family trip to a breathtaking beach in Bali,

Indonesia, [ took this outstanding photo.

(When you took the photo)

Well, I took the photo at the very moment of sunset on the beach, which was actually quite
incidental. At first, | intended to take a nice picture of the beach or the surrounding areas during my
stroll, but when 1 beheld the spectacular view of the setting sun, [ knew I had to capture this

precious moment at any cost.
(What/ who is in this photo)

The picture shows that the sun was going down while some birds were flying in the sky.
Interestingly, the mighty bright sun took the shape of a large fire ball and its reddish ray seemed to
cover the entire world. The sunset view was in great harmony with the natural landscape, giving a
sense of peace and tranquility for those who witnessed it. The color tone, the composition and the
surrounding environment were perfect. At that very moment, the scenery in the picture was like a

totally different world, which was just like the way you’d imagine heaven.
(Explain how vou felt about it)

When [ captured the photo, [ felt completely at ease and immersed in the beauty of nature.

Actually, I have never seen such a beautiful sunset before, as I always had to spend my entire
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evening in the office with a huge workload. 1 also realize that our usual hectic hifestyles hardly
allow people to enjoy the aesthetic qualities of nature, which 1s a pity. The photo was in fact the
greatest experience | treasured after the trip, and the sight that day 1s still one of my vivid

Mmemories.

Vocabulary:

Cic tir thude chu dé Art
1. the aesthetic qualities of something
Meaning: the qualities related to beauty and appreciating the beauty of something.

Example: One advantage of studying the arts 1s that students learn to appreciate the aesthetic

qualities of paintings, literature and music.

Vocabulary:

* derive pleasure from doing sth [expression]: have pleasure, joy from doing sth: co duoc

hai long khi lam gi
Eg: Minh derives a great deal of pleasure from gardening everyday.
+ set foot in/on sth [expression]: visit sth: di dén noi nao do
Eg: It was the first time | had set foot on French soil.

+ hbreathtaking [adjective]: extremely exciting, beautiful, or surpnising: cuc ki dep
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Eg: The view from the top of the mountain 1s breathtaking.

+ behold [verb]: to see or look at someone or something: ngﬁm nhin
Eg: The new bridge 1s an incredible sight to behold.

» at any cost [expression]: no matter what dangers or difficulties are involved: bing moi gia
Eg: In the end, we realized we had to fight the lawsuit at any cost.

+ mighty [adjective]: very large, powerful, or important: hing vi

Eg: All the members in the group was all amazed by the mighty mountain that we were about to

climb.
+ reddish [adj]: slightly red in colour: hoi do
Eg: Nicky's got reddish-blond hair.

+ in harmony with [expression]: to be in a situation in which people are peaceful and agree

with each other, or when things seem right or suitable together: hoa thuin
Eg: We must ensure that tourism develops in harmony with the environment.

+ tranquility [noun]: the state of being calm and peaceful and without noise, violence, worry,

etc.: sut yén binh, thanh binh
Eg: The tranquility of the forest helps me relax and forget all the burdens in life.
+ (feel/ be) at ease [expression]: feel relaxed: cam thi';l}r thoai mai, dé chiu

Eg: Jessie felt completely at ease when being with her family.
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+ worklead [noun]: the amount of work to be done, especially by a particular person or

machine in a period of time: khéi lwong céng viée
Eg: Students do find that their workload increases throughout the course.
s treasure [verb]: to have or keep something that you love and 1s very valuable to you
Eg: | will always treasure the memory of my first visit to Paris.

e avivid memory [expression]: memory that produces very clear pictures in your mind: ki trc

sa:;mg dong

Eg: Until now, Jane still has vivid memories about her first love.

36. Describe some useful skills you learned in a math class from your primary/ high school

You should say:

What the skills were

How vou learned them

Who taught you

Why they were useful to you

(What the skills were

I'd like to talk about some useful skills, one of which was critical thinking, which I acquired when
learning maths at school. As you know, critical thinking plays a pivotal role in life and,
fortunately, I had the chance to acquire such a skill. Apart from that, [ also picked up an ability to

do quick calculation.

(How you learned them)
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It 1s common knowledge that maths problems require students to find not only the nght, but also the
shortest way to solve them. During such a process, the ability to think logically 1s developed. Apart
from solving problems, I also had to work with lots of numbers as well as formulas. Gradually, my

ability to calculate became better, and now [ can make a simple calculation in the blink of an eye.
(Who taught you)

It was Trong Nghia who taught me this subject. He was a profoundly knowledgeable and
intelligent teacher who always tried his best to help students. Thanks to this man, my fear of maths

became a thing of the past and my passion for maths was aroused.

(Why it was useful to you)

I consider these skills vitally important because in studies, work and even daily life, entical
thinking helps me to think logically and solve problems effectively. Also, with the ability to
calculate quickly, I am able to work well with numbers and increase my work productivity. In
conclusion, having a good grasp of these skills 15 not only applicable to studies or useful for
academic purposes, but also for everyday tasks such as commumicating with others and solving

problems.

Vocabulary:

Cic tir thude cha dé Education:
1. to have a good grasp of something
Meaning: to understand a problem deeply and completely
Example: Children who begin to learn a foreign language in primary school are usually able to

have a good grasp of the new language quickly.

Vocabulary:

Cum tir sir dung trong bai:
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+ critical thinking (noun): involving making fair and careful judgments about the good or

bad qualities of something: tu duy phan bién

Eg: Students are encouraged to develop critical thinking instead of accepting opinions

without questioning them.
s to play a pivotal / vitally important role (expression): dong vai tro quan trong

Eg: The government plays a pivotal / vitally important role in the development of the

country.
Chinh phi déng vai tré rat quan trong trong viéc phat trién dat nudec.
+ to acquire/pick up such a skill (expression): hoc duoc mot ki niang
Eg: He picked up cnitical thinking skill during his participation in researches.
Anh ﬁy hoc duoc ki nang phan bién khi tham gia vao cuéc nghién ctru.

+ to do a calculation (expression): to use numbers to find out a total number, amount,

distance etc: dém = calculate

Eg: | am learning to do quick calculations.

To1 dang hoc dém nhanh
¢ in the blink of an eye (expression): in a very short time

Eg: The express train passed through the station in the blink of an eye.
+ profoundly (adverb): in a way that has a great effect or influence.

Eg: The country was profoundly shocked by the death of the President.

+ Dé tim hiéu théng tin vé khéa hoc, bd sich méi nhit cua thiy Bach,

cic ban truy cip: www ngochach com

+ Lién hé véi IELTS Ngoc Bach, cic ban viao www.ngocbach com muc “Lién hé.” 245




« athing of the past (expression): something that no longer exists or is relevant today: 15

tho.
Eg: Newspapers will become a thing of the past soon.
Bao giay s& mau chéng 16i théi trong twong lai gan.

s to increase work productivity (expression): to work more quickly and efficiently: ting

ning suat lao déng
Eg: The firm 1s making great efforts to increase their work productivity.
Cong ty s& lam bat cir diéu gi dé ting ning suit lao déng.
» applicable (to) (adjective): relevant or appropriate: c6 thé ap dung
Eg: English 1s the only subject which 1s directly applicable to real hife.

Tiéng Anh la mén hoc duy nhét c6 thé ap dung truc tiép vio déi song thuéng ngay.

37. Describe a website you like to visit

You should say:
When you found it
What it is about

How often you visit it

Why vou like this website

(When you found it)
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The website that | love to visit most i1s *Americanliterature.com’. This website came to my
knowledge while I was searching for a story to introduce to a friend and I have fallen in love with

the site ever since.
(What is it about)

The site 15 like an online hibrary which offer free access to thousands of works of literature. There

are reading materials of all genres, ready to satisfy the most eager fan of reading.
(How often you visit it)

As I read as a means of relaxation, | pay an almost daily visit to this website. It may seem repetitive
and boring, but actually it’s not. The website is updated everyday with new works from numerous
authors in America, and for this reason my curiosity and interest in this site 1s never-ending. | can’t

help but be engrossed in reading new stories for hours each day.
(Why you like this website)

The first thing that attracts me to this website 1s the diversity of content that it offers readers. In this
website all kinds of stories can be found: so anyone can really broaden their literary horizons by
reading up on everything from bedtime stories to the classic works of a literary genius like Mark
Twain. The variety of genres available on this website keeps me constantly thirsting for more.
Moreover, reading the stories helps me enhance my passion for literature. To fully understand the
stories, | have to practice reading between the lines for subtle meanings, which consequently
sharpens up my literary appreciation. [ think this 1s also the reason why this website also comes

so highly recommended by many others.
Vocabulary
Tir vung chi dé Reading:

1. to come to somebody’s knowledge
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Meaning: to become known by somebody

Example: If it comes to the knowledge of your manager that you are honest and hard-working,

your promotion prospects will be improved.

Vi du: Néu duge nha quan li biét ti la mot ngudi chan thanh va chim chi thi kha ning duoc thing

tién ciia ban sé tot hon.
2. to be engrossed in
Meaning: to be completely focused on something

Example: A good work-life balance 1s important, because 1f people are too engrossed in their

work, their family life may suffer.

Vi du: Viéc can bang tot gilta cudc song vai cong viéc la rat quan trong vi neu qua mai mé val cong

viéc, cudc sé-ng oia dinh s& b1 anh hwrong.
3. to broaden one’s literary horizons
Meaning: to increase the limits of your desires, knowledge or interests by reading widely

Example: Schools should broaden the literary horizons of pupils by encouraging them to read in

class and at home.
4. to read up on
Meaning: to find information in a book, or other written source, about something

Example: When deciding which university course to choose, 1t 1s essential to read up on those

subjects in which you are interested before you decide.

5. bedtime stories
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Meaning: stories told to children before they sleep

Example: Parents should spend time with their children, for example by telling them bedtime

stories every night.
6. a literary genius
Meaning: a person with exceptional and rare talent for writing

Example: Although a literary genius like Shakespeare 15 rare, it 1s important for governments to

subsidise creative writing classes for all ages.

Vi du: Dit mét thién tai vin hoc nhu Shakespeare la rat hiém cé, nhung chinh phi cin phai tai tro

cho nhimg lép hoc viét tai ning cho moi lira tudi.
7. to read between the lines
Meaning: to look for a meaning that is not openly stated

Example: Reading between the lines, the report of recent international conferences are not

optimistic about obtaining agreement on climate change.

Vi du: Hiéu rd nhimg gi dang xay ra, cic bdo cdo & nhimg héi thao gan day khéng lac quan lim vé

viéc dat duoc thoa thudn vé thay d6i khi hau.
8. to sharpen something (up)
Meaning: to become or make something better, more skilful, more effective, etc. than before

Example: The opportunity to do an mternship with a company enables students to sharpen up the

theoretical knowledge gained at college.
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Vi du: Co héi thuc tip ¢ mét céng ty cho phép sinh vién hiéu 1y thuyét duoc hoc ¢ truédmg siu sic

hon.
9. literary appreciation

Meaning: pleasure that you have when you recognize and enjoy the qualities of a good piece of

writing

Example: Children develop literary appreciation if they are encouraged by parents and teachers

to love reading.
10. to come highly recommended
Meaning: to be praised by a lot of people

Example: Books by classic authors always come highly recommended, but work by new and

talented writers should not be overlooked.

Vi du: Sach viét ciia céc tac gia cii thuomg duoc danh gia cao, nhung ciing khéng nén bo qua nhimg

tal ning mai.

Tu vung chu dé The Arts:

1. a work of art/a work of music/a work of literature
Meaning: a painting, sculpture, book, play, piece of music ete

Example: Shakespeare’s plays are considered as one of the greatest works of literature in the

English language.

Vi du: Nhirng v kich ciia Shakespeare duoc coi la mét trong nhimg tac pham vin hoc bing tiéng
Anh vi dai nhat.
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+ genre [noun]: a particular type or style
Eg: My favourite genre of fiction 1s horror stories, like Dracula or Frankenstein.
s to thirst for [phrasal verb]: to have a strong desire for something

Eg: The fans of Manchester United are thirsting for success after the disappointments of last

Seds0n.

38. Describe a city or country where you want to live the most in the future
You should say:

What it is

Where it is located

Why vou would like to live there

(What it is)

[ would like to talk about the city of Melbourne, which is known as the city with the best quality of

life worldwide, and also the place where [ want to spend my life.

(Where it is located)

To give you more information, Melbourne 1s the state capital of Victoria, situated in the south of
Australia. It took me about & hours to fly there from my hometown. In addition to having a uniquely

favourable location, to me Melbourne 15 also special in many other ways.
(Why vou would like to live there)

There are three main reasons why [ want to hive in Melbourne. The first thing I want to mention 1s
the extraordinary weather there. There can be four seasons to be felt in just a single day. People
may wake up getting slight goosebumps because of the chill moming, only to feel quite hot at

noon, then get surprised by the strong winds of the afternoon, and finally go to bed with winter
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clothes, because the temperatures can drop very sharply at the end of the day. Although the
changeable weather may sound annoying and uncomfortable, it 1s bearable because the changes

take place slowly and naturally during the course of the days and seasons.

Secondly, I love Melbourne for 1ts high level of safety and security. The crime rate in this city 1s
really low and police officers work really closely with the community. They are always easy to
reach and quick to show up when people need help. There are no dangerous inner-city areas to

avoid, and suburban life in particular 1s very safe for families with children and the elderly.

Last but not least, Melbourne 1s a diverse community, with people from many minority groups
who bring their own contribution to the life of the city. People come from all over the world and
from all classes to reside here. If | lived in Melbourne, | would have invaluable opportunities to
meet people from various backgrounds, and to learn a lot in such a multicultural society through

the cuisine, the customs and the stories people bring with them. Life there would never be boring.

Vocabulary:

Cic tir thude cha dé Cities:
1. inner city areas
Meaning: the parts near the centre of a city, which often have social problems
Example: Recent immigrants to cities often have to live in crowded inner city areas which have

huge problems of crime and poverty.

2, suburban life
Meaning: life in areas where people live outside the centre of a city
Example: Most people prefer a quiet suburban life to living in a noisy and crowded inner city

dred.

Cic tir thude chi dé Society:
1. minority groups
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Meaning: small groups within a community that are different because of their origin, religion,
language or traditions

Example: Children from minority groups are sometimes victims of bullying at school.

2 a multicultural society
Meaning: a society which includes people of different ongins, traditions and languages
Example: Immigration has led to the development of multicultural societies in the US, Europe

and Australia.

Vocabulary:
= state capital [noun]: the capital city of a particular state within a country: thu phu bang

Eg: While Melbourne is the state capital of Victoria, Canberra 1s the capital of Australia.

« extraordinary [adjective]: unusual and surprising: la thuong, doc dao
Eg: It 1s extraordinary how English has become an international language, spoken by many

millions of people.

+ to get goosebumps [expression]: to be so cold that you get small pimples on your skin: néi
da ga
Eg: When | came out of the shower, the changing room in the gym was so cold that [ got

goosebumps and so [ got dressed very quickly.

» changeable weather [expression]: weather that changes frequently, for example from rain
to sunshine, or from hot to cold: thai tiét thay d6i lién tuc
Eg: 1 don’t mind the changeable weather in London, but [ always take my umbrella with me in the

morning.

» bearable [adjective]: that can be tolerated: chiu dung dwoc

Eg: The heat in summer in Australia 1s bearable, but drink plenty of water.
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» high level of safety and security [expression]: being very safe and well-protected against
crime: mirc 36 an toan va bao mat cao

Eg: She lives in a quiet area of the city, which has a high level of safety and security.

+ (low) crime rate [noun]: the number of crimes committed in a particular place: ty I to1
pham (thép)
Eg: The low crime rate in the city this year means that people are less afraid of attacks by

criminals.

= to work closely with [expression]: to work in cooperation with others, in regular
communication: lam viéc rat mat thiét, gan giii voi

Eg: Local residents are working closely with the police to reduce crime in the neighbourhood.

. - - T g-a
» easy to reach [expression]: easy to get into contact with: de lién lac

Eg: She’s easy to reach, she’s always got her mobile phone with her.

» to show up [phrasal verb]: to arrive:

Eg: Charles showed up 5 minutes late for his interview, so he didn’t get the job.

+ diverse community [expression]: a community with people from many different origins
and cultures: céng dong da dang
Eg: New York has such a diverse community that you can hear 100 different languages if you

walk through Times Square.

+ backgrounds [noun]: origins of place and social class: nén tang

Eg: Rich people with privileged backgrounds have many more opportunities and choices in hife.

« cuisine [noun]: style and tradition of cooking: am thuc
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Eg: In Pans, it 1s easy to find restaurants which serve Vietnamese cuisine.

39. Describe something interesting that your friend has done but you haven’t done
You should say:

What it is

When your friend did it

Explain why you want to do it

(What it is)

When it comes to regret, the first thing that flashes into my mind is that I haven’t tried any of the
rides in the amusement park. It may sound ridiculous, because everyone seems to enjoy these
rides a lot. [ have to confess that [ used to be as imid as a mouse and, for me, the amusement park
was a dangerous place where you can fall out of the roller coaster or be scared to death on one of

the heart-stopping rides.

(When your friend did it)

Especially in my last summer vacation with my class in high school, | missed the chance to face my
fears. Due to the fact that we were going to attend different universities, we were likely to have few
chances to meet each other regularly. Therefore, we decided to take a trip to the beach to spend a
last holiday together. It was an unforgettable school trip to Vinpearl Nha Trang, but I didn’t enjoy
it with my friends as much as [ should have, because 1 was such a scaredy-cat. After swimming in
the turquoise water of the sea and sunbathing, all of my classmates headed to the amusement park
and started trying all the amazing attractions, ranging from the roller coaster, the ghost train, the

water splash and the Ferris wheel. [ was too afraid to try any of them.

(Explain why you want to do it)
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Now, I'm not the timid student any more who stayed in her comfort zone, but I've become a more
confident and adventurous girl. When looking back on that trip, I feel sorry that I missed out on a
lot of fun. If I had tried the rides that day, I would have had a chance to share some great memories
with my friends. So, I'm determined to go back to the amusement park next year with my best

friend. We’ll have a whale of a time. and I'm going to try all the rides and put my new-found

confidence to the test.
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