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Annabelle, mot cao tht 1gi hai va rat xinh dep, dang 1én ké hoach cho mot vu trém thé ky.

Jonathan DeHaven, mot truéng phong tinh tinh ryut ré 1am viéc & Thu vién Qudc hoi, thi chang
1én ké hoach cho viéc gi ngoai mdt ngay binh yén & bén bd suu tip sach ua thich ctia minh. Nhung ¢6
mot viéc chét nguoi dang doi Ong ta trong nha ham... Sau khi xac Jonathan dugc phat hién, cac thanh
vién cta Hoi Camel quyét tim diéu tra cai chét kho hiéu nay. Va nguoi ta nhanh chong thdy rang con
c6 rat nhiéu diéu lién quan dén nguoi thu thu nay, chir khong chi 13 mot tinh cach hoa nhd va niém dam
mé danh cho sach.

Trong khi Annabelle bo tron khoi nhitng hau qua kinh khing tir phi vu cta minh thi Hoi Camel
nhan ra ho dang phai d61 mat v&i nhiing ké thu ghé gdm khong chun tay trude bat ky diéu gi dé bao vé
mot am muru bi mat - va mat ma che giau am muu ay - khoi bi tiét 19...

Mot cudc ruot dudi nghet thd qua nhirng thé gidi tdi tim cua co bac gian 14n, chinh tri va gian
di¢ép. Bo Suu Tdap Toi Ac 1a tac pham xuat sac nhat cua David Baldacci.
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G161 thi¢u tac gia:

David Baldacci (05/08/1960) 1a tac gia ctia 14 tiéu thuyét lién tiép nam trong danh sach céc tac
phim ban chay nhit do t& New York Times binh chon. Céc tac pham ctia dng timg dugc dich ra hon
40 thr tiéng va xut ban tai hon 80 qubc gia, voi luong an ban trén 50 triéu cudn sach trén toan thé
giéi. Ong va vo minh di sang lap ra quy Wish You Well, mot t6 chirc phi lgi nhuin c6 ton chi hoat
dong 13 gop phan quang ba vin hoc va vin hoa doc trén toan nudc My. Tac gia hién dang song tai
bang Virginia qué huong.



Nhan xét veé tac pham:

“Nhu 18 thuong, Baldacci giao hang v&i phong cach tuyét voi, voi nhitng chi tiét gay can va cao

2

trao.

Independent on Sunday

“David Baldacci di tro lai véi thé loai kinh dj.”

Woman
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Chuong 1

Roger Seagraves budc ra khoi dién Capitol sau khi da c6 mot cudc gap go tha vi ma dang ngac
nhién 14 cudc gip ay gan nhu chang dinh dang gi dén chinh tri ca. T6i hom d6 hin ngdi mot minh trong
phong khach khiém ton & can nha ngoai 6 sau khi da di dén mdt quyét dinh quan trong. Han phai giét
mdt ngudi va ngudi d6 13 mét muc tiéu rat co mau mit. Thay vi phai nghi rang dy 1a mot cong viée
kho khan, mt nhi€ém vu nang né 1am hin nhut chi, Seagraves lai théy no cling dang 1a mot thir thach
cho minh.

Sang hom sau Seagraves 1ai xe dén van phong & phia bac tiéu bang Virginia. Ngoi tai ban lam
viéc trong mot khong gian nhd hep va bira bon trong gidng hét nhitng chd ngdi 1am viéc khac doc theo
hanh lang, han 1am nham sap xép cac phan then chdt trong nhiém vu ctia minh lai v6i nhau. Cudi cliing
Seagraves quyét dinh tw minh thyc hién cong viéc d6 chir khd ma tin tréng vao mot nhom nguoi thir
ba nao nira. Han da tirng giét ngudi roi, rat nhiéu lan nita 13 dang khac; diéu khac biét duy nhat & day
chinh 13 hin khong 1am cai cong viéc dé cap o trén cho chinh quyén. Cai cong viéc ndy danh riéng cho
han thoi.

Hin bo ra hai ngay ké tlep dé chuan bj thit can than va quyet doan 1am sao dat hiéu qua cao nhat
cho ngay thue hién cong viée sap dén. Ba quy tic cua dlep vu gan lién v6i nhat cir nhat dong ctia han:
thir nhét, 1am sao cho that don gian; thur hai, chuén bj dé phong bat trac xay ra; va thor ba, khong bao
gio duoc hoang loan du ké hoach dién ra khéng nhu mong doi - thinh thoang diéu nay ciing xay ra. Tuy
nhién, néu c6 mdt quy tac thir tu nita, han sé loi dung diéu hién nhién rang phan 16n con ngudi ta trd
nén ngu ngéc khi d6i mat véi nhitng van dé hé trong nhit 13 sy sinh tdn ctia chinh ban than ho. Han
chua bao gio thuc su thiéu s6t vé chuan muc do ca.

Roger Seagraves bon muoi hai tudi, doc than va khong co con cai. Mot co vo va bay con tat
nhién s& khién 161 song v6 tur vo dao ciia hian tré nén réi ram. Khi con 1am viéc cho chinh quyén lién
bang, han lay chimg minh thu gia di du lich khap thé giGi. May thay, viéc thay doi danh tinh lai dé
dang dén la ky trong thoi dai may vi tinh. Vai ct kich chuét trén chiéc may t1nh hi¢u Dell, mot may chu
dau d6 tai An Do va ban ‘nhay’ ra khoi chiéc may in laser ngon lanh véi sic phuc, coi va uy tin c6
san.

Seagraves that su c6 thé mua tt ca nhitng gi minh can trén mot trang web ma chi yéu ciu mat ma
phai dugc gitr can than. Cai viéc mua ban nay ciling giong nhu mot tiém bach hoa thudc tap doan Macy

danh riéng cho bon td61 pham, thi thoang khach quen gan cho né cai tén ‘Evilbay’m. O d6 mot ngudi
6 thé mua moi thir tir chirng minh thu loai thugng phém va s tai khoan tin dung “chua” dén dich vu
hanh hung chuyén nghiép hay vii khi da dugc tiét tring néu ban mudn tw 4m sat minh. Han thudng mua
may thtr can thiét tir mot tén moi giéi ma hau hét khach hang ctia tn nay hai long véi diéu khoan “bao
hanh bang cach hoan tién”. Ngay ca bon giét ngudi ciing can chay theo chat luong,



Roger Seagraves cao luc ludng va dep trai voi mai toc vang xoan thanh lon day. Khuon mat c6
cai vé vo tu theo kiéu riéng ctia hin va lai con nu cudi xéch chét ngudi nita chir. Hau nhu phu nit &
gan han phai quay lai nhin han thém lan nita, tham chi vai nguoi dan ong ciing phai nhin hin ghen ty.
Han thuong stir dung loi thé nay. Khi ban phai giét nguoi hodc lira dbi ai d6, ban dung bét cir thir cong
cu nao minh c6 cang hiéu qua cang tét. Chinh phu ctia hin da day hin nhu thé. Du theo lut phap, han
van con 1am cong cho nudec My nhung han con 1am cong cho chinh minh nita. Ké hoach vé huu “van
phong” cua hin khéng dam bao mot cudc song uu c6 chat luong, khong twong xting voi ngan ay nim
han mao hiém mang séng dé cong hién cho sic do, tring va xanh duong trén qudc ky My. Nhung ma
d6i v6i han, thoi Ay gan nhu chi c6 mau do ciia mau.

Buodi trua thir ba sau chuyén viéng tham dién Capitol, Seagraves khéo 1éo chinh trang lai trang
phuc va mic thém vai 16p quan 4o bén ngoai. Khi trdi sap tdi, hin 14i mot chiée xe tai vao ving ven
giau co toa lac phia dong tdy quan Columbia, noi tat ca nhirng dai sir quan va dién trang tu nhan déu
c6 linh tuan tra quanh tudng rao.

Hén dau xe vao mdt san vudn nhd phia sau toa nha bén kia duong, ddi dién mot cau lac bd hang
sang nam bén trong mot twong ctia mot danh nhan thé ki 17-18 dugc xay dung bang gach. Noi an choi
ctia nhitng nguoi gidu ¢6 va bi am anh chinh trj - loai ngudi ma Washington dung chira nhiéu hon bat
ctr thanh phd nio khac trén trai dat. Dan dia phuong thich tu tap chuyén tay nhau thirc dn va ruou vang
loai trung binh va binh ph'flm chuyén bau cu, chinh sach va su phan bo quyén luc cho thoa ndi long cua
minh.

Seagraves mac bg dd thé duc mau xanh duong in chit “Dich Vy” phia sau lung. Chiéc chia khoa
da lam trudc kia dé dang tra gon vao 6 khoa ciia toa nha tréng dang cho nang cap gan nhu hoan toan.
Véi thiing dung cu trong tay, hin nhay hai budc mot cho dén tang cao nhét roi budc vao can phong d01
dién vd1 can nha bén kia. Hin ha den pin khap cin phong trong, cha y tirng canh cira s6. Han da cb
tinh dé ctra s6 m& va bdi diu can than trong lan dot nhap vao toa nha nay lan trude.

Hin mé hop dung cu va nhanh chong lap rap khau sung truong dung dé ban tia. K& dén han gin
bo phan giam thanh vao hong sung, nap dan - hin s& khong lam gi ca néu thiéu thir ty tin nay - truon
minh vé phia ctra s6, than ngudi han thang dimg cach cira s6 chiing nam centimet vira dii dé nong sung
vira vin lach vao phan cira s6 hé md. Tir cin gac d6 han nhin dong hd, xem xét con dudng phia dudi
k¥ cang ma khong can phai lo lang gi nhiéu vé viéc bi phat hién, vi toa nha hin dang ding hoan toan
t6i den. Hon nita khau sting truong cta hian khéng c6 dng kinh quang hoc va duoc trang bi ki thuat

Camoflex
Oi, loai nguoi dd hoc dwoce diéu nay tir loai burém dém khiém ton day.

Khi chiéc limo va chiéc xe canh vé dan dau tip vao phan dudng phia trudc cau lac bo, han
chinh thudc ngim vao dau mot trong nhirng nguoi dan 6ng budc ra khoi xe, nhung lai khong ban. Chua
phai luc. Thanh vién cau lac bo éy budc vao trong, dugc hod té)ng bo1 bon can v¢ trang bi day nghe va
nhirng cai c¢6 day nho ra khoi co 4o cung do. Han quan sat quing dudng va khong rdi anh mat khoi
chiéc xe hoi.



Seagraves lai kiém tra thoi gian: con hai gio nita dé thyc hién. Han tiép tuc lia mit doc con
duong phia dudi khi miy chiéc xe dia phuong va tic-xi tha nhitng ngudi phu nit véi khudn mit trinh
trong khong phai vi phuc trang hi¢u Versace dinh kim cuong De Beers, ma 1a trong by trang phuc kinh
doanh va trang strc rét trang nha vo1 can angten chinh tri - xa hoi dugc kéo 1€n cao. Bon dan 6ng mat
lanh nhu tién, lwc ludng trong bo comples soc nhd, ca vat nhat voi diéu bo xau xa dang ho téng ho.

Tin toi di, cdc ngai sé khong thé nao tot hon duoc dau, cdc ngai a!

Mot trim hai muoi phit troi qua ma hin van khong roi mat khoi mit tién bang gach ctia cau lac
bd. Qua ctra s 16n & mat tién, han c6 thé thay mot ddm nguo1 tay cam d6 uong cua minh thi tham bang
giong di¢u bi an.

OK, dén gio hanh su roi.

Han ludt mit quan sat con dudng mot 1an nita. Chang €6 ma nao nhin vé phia hin. Trong ca su
nghiép ctia minh, hin nhan ra nguoi ta chua bao july nhm vé phla han luc han hanh dong. Seagraves
kién nhin chd cho dén khi muc tiéu budc vao tim ngdm 1an cudi cung rdi ngén tay deo ging ctia han
bop co. Han dic biét khong thich ban xuyén qua 6 cira kinh chat ndo, di cho né ching lién quan gi dén
loai vii khi han dang str dung.

Phdp/ Ngay tirc thoi c6 tiéng kinh v& leng keng va ngudi dan 6ng béo 1un ngd thich xudng san
nha bang gb sdi bong loang Ngai Robert Bradley dang kinh khéng cam thiy dau dén gi ca khi vu viée
xay ra. Vién dan da glet chét bo ndio clia ngai trude khi bd ndo ra 1énh cho miéng ngai tri ho. Thdt ra
ciing chang téi té lam nhi?

Seagraves binh tinh dit khau sung truong xubng va cai bo b do thé thao, dé 16 ra bo dong phuc
canh sat quan Columbia mic bén trong. Han doi ca1 mil dong bd ma hin dem theo va di xudng cau
thang cira hau. Khi thoat khoi toa nha, han nghe tiéng la thét tir bén kia dudng. Chi méi c6 mudi chin
gidy troi qua ké tir luc phat dan ban ra. Han biét didu d6 vi han nhim dém tiéng tich tic trong dau
minh. Gid hin di chuyén nhanh chong xuéng dudng va van tiép tuc canh thoi gian trong dau. Lat sau
han nghe tiéng may xe hoi nd gion bao hiéu canh dan dung can than md man. Bay gid hin bat dau
gudng chan chay hét toc luc: hin co nim gidy dé dén d6. Han ré ngay luc chiéc xe mui kin suyt ¢am
vao han khi n6 dua bén canh han. Cudi cung hin nhay qua mot bén, lan tron ra giita dudng,

Moi nguoi phia bén kia dudng la hét, chi vao chiéc xe. Han quay ngudi lai, hai tay nim chat
khau sting va ban vao chiéc xe mui kin. Tiéng dan xoay trong ndng sung ctia hin nghe rat ngot. Han ban
nam phét rdi chay nude rat trén con dudng nhya dén giira khu phd, nhiay vao mot chiée xe khong nhin
hiéu, giéng nhu la xe canh sat, dang dau & déy; chiéc xe bat dau dudi theo chiéc xe mui kin vira nay,
tiéng coi hu vang rén va u dén trén ndc xe quét anh sang loang loang,

Chiéc xe mui k1n bi ruot dudi r& trai ¢ giao 16 ké tlep, r& phai xudng mot con hém, rdi du:ng lai
gitra duong Tén tai xé nhdy ra khoi xe, chay ngay dén chiéc VW Beetle dang dau trong con hém vang
va nd may xe vot di.

Khi du xa khoi tam nhin cua nhitng ngudi ¢ cau lac bg, chiéc xe “canh sat” tat den va coi hy
ngay khi tach ra khoi “cudc san” va ré hudng nguoce lai voi chi€c mui tran. Nguoi dan 6ng ngdi ké bén



Seagraves khong hé nhin han 14y mot 1an khi hin tréo ra bang ghé sau dé trat bo bo canh phuc. Trén
ngudi hin ta 1ac ndy 13 bo dd chay thé duc 4o lién quan; doi gidy thé thao mau den hin di mang sin
trong chan. Trén san xe 12 mdt cha chd gidng Labrador sau thang tudi bi khoa mdm. Xe lao xubng mot
con duong phy, 18 trai ¢ goc dudng ké tiép rdi dung lai bén canh mot cong vién vang ngudi. Clra sau
md, Seagraves budc ra con chiée xe thi phong di.

Seagraves nam chat day budc cho, han va con ‘thi cung’ cia minh bat dau cudoc chay bg vao
dém hom khuya khoat. Khi ngudi va thu ré€ trai, bon chiéc xe canh sat chay vut qua; khong mot ai trong
doan xe li€c nhin han.

Mot phit sau, ¢ phia bén kia thanh phd, mot qua cau lira phut 1én troi. Do 14 cin nha ma ngudi
dan Ong vura b1 thu tiéu da thué. Ban dau, chic han vu nd s& duoc cho 1a do ro ri binh gas do co kich
thich. Nhung két hop v6i vu 4m sat Bob Bradley, chinh quyén lién bang s& tim ra nhitng 101 giai thich
khac cho vu viéc nay mic du diéu d6 khong d& dang gi vai ho.

Chay b0 qua mot khu phd, Seagraves bo roi con ‘thu cung’, nhay 1én mot chiéc xe khac da doi
san & d6 va hin tré vé nha mot gid sau. Trong lic Ay, chmh quyén My s& phai tim mot Cha tich Ha
vién khac dé thay thé cho 6ng Robert Bob Bradley qua ¢b. Chuyén dé ciing khéng qud khé dau,
Seagraves tram ngdm khi 14i xe di 1am vao sang hom sau; hin vira doc tin vé vu am sat Bradley trén to
bao budi sang. Noi cho cung, cai thi tran chét tiét nay dc”iy rdNy bon chinh tri gia khén nan. Hirm,
“bon chinh tri gia khon nan” la cum tir mé ta thich hop nhdt. Han tép Xe vao céng kiém soét an
ninh, chia huy hiéu ctia minh ra va nhan duogc cai vay tay cho vao cua nhin vién gac cong mang vii khi,
ngudi da biét han qua rd.

Hin sai budc qua cong chinh toa nha ¢ Langley, bang Virginia, bing qua nhitng cong an ninh phu
va thang tién dén van phong khoang bay tu mét vuong hdn don ctia minh. Hién thoi hin dang 1a mot
vién chirc chinh pht bac trung v6i cong viée chinh 14 két ndi co quan ctia minh voi bon bdt tai dan
dén ¢ dién Capitol, nhitng ngudi ma bang cach ndo d6 di dugc bau vao bd may chinh quyén. Cai
cong viéc moi khdéng vat va hon cong viée cil ctia hin trudc day, va thé hién quing thoi gian phuc vu
dang thuong vi dat nude. Gio ddy, khong giéng nhu miy thap ki trude, Cuc Tinh bao Trung wong My
CIA dé cho nhitng nhan vién ‘dic biét’ - trd vé tir nhitng cong viée ‘dic biét’ phai ‘vé vuon’ - mot khi
ho dén céi tudi phan xa cham va su hang hai lam viéc khong con.

Khi Seagraves doc qua vai to trong déng gidy to nhat nho, han nhan ra minh nhd cai cam giac
giét choc qua doi. Han nghi ai da tirng &m sat nguoi khac mot 1an vi muc dich kiém song sé khong bao
g10 that sy thoat khoi con khat mau do ca. It ra dém qua da cho han thay lai chat hao quang xua cii.

Do 1a mot van dé khong nhu thuong 18, mot van dé khac co thé s& nhanh chong xay ra. Nhung

Roger Seagraves 1a nguot biét dan x€p rac ro1 mot cach sang tao. Pon gian vi d6 chinh la ban ning
cua han.



Chirong 2

Nhitng cot khoi den ngdm, ¢6 1& chira ham luong chat giy ung thu du dé giét mot hay hai thé hé
khong biét ngd vuc tir cic nha may san xudt gach cii k¥ thai vao bau troi von da t6i di vi miy den sap
mua. Trong mot con hém cta khu cong nghiép dang chét dan chét mon vi nhirng dong tién luong ré mat
& cac thanh phd 6 nhiém ctia Trung Qudc, mot ddm dong nho dang tu tip xung quanh ngudi dan ong.
Pay khong phai 1a mot canh pham t0i ¢ xac nguoi chét, hay mot gi Shakespeare duong phd nao dé
dang mai diia kha ning dién xuat cia minh, tham chi khong phai 1a mot nha thuyét gido ¢é ld phéi to
dang rao giang vé Chtia Gié-su va su ctru rdi ctia Nguoi. Nguoi dan 6ng nay dugce din trong nghé biét
dén nhu gd chuyén choi bai sap ngira, va hin ta dang c6 gang hét sttc dé lam dam dong an 1ong vé sb
tién ho bo vao cudc choi may rui goi l1a “bai ba 1a”.

Bon “co moi” hd tro cho “nha cai” kha tot khi ching vo thing cuoc vai lan trong nhitng khoang
thoi gian da dinh trude dé gitr s6 diém day hira hen cho van d6 cua riéng chung. Tén “canh gidi” thi
lim dim ngu. {t nhat d6 1a diéu nguoi phu nir dang theo ddi ching tir bén kia dudng nhan ra nhd than
hinh va d6i mét 1o do ctia gd. Co gai biét rang cai gi “co bap” ciing 1a mdt phan ctia nhom lira bip nay,
mic du gd ay khong co vé vai u thit bap 1am, chi nhin hoi dan va chim chap. Hai tén “chan dat” thi tré
va niang dong; ding nhu tén goi 4m chi, nhiém vu ctia ching 1a gitt dwgc ngudn cung cap 1a nhitng
ngudi ngdy tho tham gia vao tro bai bac ma ho s& khong bao gio thing ca.

Co ta di chuyén dén gn hon, mit van theo ddi dam déng hiao himg luan phién nhau vo tay va
xuyt xoa rén ri mdi khi ai dé duoc hoic thua cuge. Co ta ciing da bat dau hanh nghé “cd mdi” cho mdt
trong nhitng tay bac khét tiéng trong nudc minh. Nhom lira dao kia c6 thé bay ban danh bac gan nhu &
bat ctr thanh phd nao roi mot gid sau bo di véi it nhat hai déng gidy bac trong tai, con nhitng ngudi
tham gia thi ¢t nghi rang s6 minh “den” qua chtr chang biét minh 14 nan nhan cta chiing. Tén “nha cai”
kia rt xuat sac vi mot 1y do: hin ta dd duoc huin luyén boi cting mot ngudi véi cd ta. CO ta nhin bang
con mat thuan thuc ctia minh, gi kia dang str dung k¥ thuat hai quan bai dam & phia trudc dé thay quan
bai phia sau thanh quin dam vao mét thoi diém quyét dinh khi chia bai; va day ciing 1a miu chét ctia
tro chot Itra loc nay.

Muc tiéu don gian ciia trd “bai ba 13” giéng nhu trd “bau cua”, 13 béc duoc quan dam tir bo ba
quan bai trén ban sau khi “nha cai” da nhanh tay xdo tron thtr tu. Khdé ma nhanh mit doan duoc vi cai
quin dam ay tham chi ddu cé & trén ban vao thoi diém ngudi choi dua ra phong doan cta minh. Rbi
mot gidy trude khi vi tri “ding” ctia quin dam duoc gid 18n, “nha cai” s& nhe nhang thay mot trong ba
14 bai trén ban bang quan dam va cho moi nguoi thdy rang quin dam nay di ¢ trén ban sudt khoang
thoi gian trén. Tro lira don gian nay da l1ay duoc tién cta biét bao nhiéu ngudi mién 1a tro choi bai con
ton tai.

Cb ta len 10i ra phia sau thing dung rac, giao tiép bang mit voi mot ai d6 trong dam dong roi
deo do61 kinh mat to ban mau nhe. Mot 1at sau, tén “canh gidi” hoan toan bi phan tAm bd1 mot nguoi



dang choi cuoc vay ngan xinh dep. CO gai cli ngudi ngay trude mit gi nhit miy to tién, phd cip
mong san chic va ndi y mau d6 nho xiu. Tén canh gidi khong méy may nghi ngo, nghi rang gi that qua
may min khi dugc chiém ngudng canh ndy. Tuy nhlen, cling glong nhu tro “bai ba 1a” kla khong co
van may ndo & day hét. Co ta da mua chuoc ‘vay ngan” dé c6 nang ay trinh dién tro rét tién cii xudng
nhdt, khi c6 ta ra hiéu cho “vay ngan” bang cach deo kinh mat vao. Meo giy phan tim don gian nay
ludn c6 tac dung v4i bon dan Oong ké tir khi dan ba bit dau mic quﬁn ao.

Bon sai chan nhanh va co ta dd nhanh chong & ngay gitra dam bai bac voi dang diéu nghénh
ngang, dam dong tan ra ngay turc thi con tén “canh gi61” van dang siing so nhin theo bat luc.

ROi ¢o ta 16n tiéng, gio thé vién chuc 1én, “T6i mudn kiém tra chimg minh thu ciia tit ca moi
nguo1,” co ta nd1 mot cach cau kinh, chi théng vao tén “nha cai” - béo lun, trung nién, bo rau quai ndn
den, mit xanh 14 cay va d6i ban tay nhanh nhen. Cip mét phia dudi chiéc mii ludi trai ctia gi soi xét
co gai, ngay ca liic gd chAm cham véi tay 14y 4o khoac va méc bop tién ra.

“Puoc rdi day, budi tiec dén day 1a két thiic,” co ta nodi, vén 4o khoac dé moi ngudi thay huy
hiéu bac dinh trén thit lung cia minh. Nhiéu ngudi trong dam dong bat dau 1ui lai. Ké khong moi ma
dén khoang do hon ba muoi tudi, cao, vai rong, hong day da va toc dai mau do, mic quén jean den, 4o
6 1o xanh 14 cay va ao khoac da ngén. Co thit & c6 ndi han 1én khi ¢ ta nbi chuyén. Mot vét seo nhod
mau do nhat hinh ludi cAu phia dudi mit phai nhung van con bj che dudi chiéc kinh mat. “T6i néi
budi tiéc két thic. Nhit tién 1¢ cua quy vi rdi bién di,” cd ndi vai cai giong cau kinh.

Cb ta nhan thdy rang tién cuoc dé trén ban da bién mat ngay liic minh bat dau cat giong. Va co ta
cling biét chinh xac tién bay di dau. Tén bac bip rat gioi, phan rng tirc tho1 va kiém soat thir duy nhat
quan trong: so tién. Bam dong lang di khong hé doi co so tién bi mat.

Ga “co bap” ngdp nging tién vé phia ké khdng moi ma dén nhung sau d6 lai ding im nhu troi
trong khi anh nhin cua co6 ta lu6t ngang han.

“Pirng c6 nghi dén chuyén d6 nhé, boi vi ho chi thich nhitng thang béo G thé nay trong nha tu
lién bang thoi.” C6 ta nhin han tir trén xudng dudt mot cach day ché giéu, “Ho s€ ¢ nhiéu thit hon cho
bita dn t61.” Mo1 ga “co bap” map may, han lui lai nhu thé co bién vao buc twong.

Co ta budc dén bén canh han. “U), cau trai. Khi t6i noi ‘bién di’, cd y bao gdm ca ciu nita day.”
Ga “co bap” lo lang liéc mat nhin tén “bac bip”, han tra 101, “Cat di! Tao s€ tim may sau.”

Sau khi gd “co bap” trén mat, co ta kiém tra ching minh thu cta tén “bac bip”, cudi mia khi
dua tra chirng minh thu lai cho han roi1 bat han ding quay mat vao tuwong. Nhat mot quan bai 1én, co ta
xoay ngugc quan bai lai d€ han nhin thay quan dam den. “Co vé nhu t61 thang ro1.”

Tén bac bip nhin chim chim vao quan bai ma khong mot chut bdi réi. “Tir khi ndo ma nhin vién
FBI lai quan tam dén mdt tro choi may rui vo hai nhu thé nay?”
Co ta dat quan bai tro lai ban. “Piéu hay ho 1a bon con bac khong biét tro may rui nay that su

‘may rii’ ¢& nao. Co I€ to1 nén di tim xem c6 dira co bac by xac nao c6 nhd y quay lai dé nén cho 6ng
mot tran hay khong.”



(Ga nhin xuong quan dam den, “Nhu c6 nd1, cd thiang roi. Sao co6 khong dé€ nghi so tién thang
cugc di?” Ga lay ra khoi tii mot cudn giay bac.

Pap lai c6 ta lay thé ra, thdo huy hiéu khoi that lung bo hét 1én ban. Ga nhin xubng hai thir 4y.
“Cot di,” co ta n61 mot cach hiing ho. “To61 chéng c6 bi mat ndo hét.”

Ga cam hai thir d6 1én. Khong c¢6 gi xac thuc c¢o 4 1a nhan vién thi hanh phap luat. Phia sau
miéng nhya plastic 1a mot thé thanh vién cua Ho1 Cotsco Warehouse. Huy hi¢u thi bang thiec khac tén
mot nhan hi€u bia Duc.

MEit gd mé to khi ¢ a thio mat kinh va nhin ra ¢ a ngay tirc thi. “Annabelle sa0?”

Annabelle Conroy tra 101, “Leo, anh lam cai quai gi xao nau tro ‘bai ba 14’ véi mdt bon ngu dan
& cai x0 xinh nay vay?”

Leo Richter nhin vai nhung mé miéng cuoi that rong, “Thoi budi kho khin Ay ma. Bon 4y ciing
du’(yc ]am, hoi non tay, nhung ching dang hoc nghe day Ma tr6 nay chua bao gio 1am bat cir ai trong
s6 ching ta thit vong ca, dung khong?” Ga vAy vAy nam gidy bac trudc khi nhét lai vao ba 16. “Mot ké
bac bip gi¢ giong canh sat,” ga chiri rua nhe nhang.

“To1 chua bao gio bao minh la com, moi nguoi ty twong tuong thé day chi. D6 1a 1y do ching
ta c6 viéc dé lam, Leo a, boi vi, néu anh ¢ du nhu:ng thtr thuyét phuc, nguoi ta s& 1am tudng. Nhung
trong khi chung ta no1 vé chuyén do, anh dang ¢ hoi 10 canh sat a?”

“Theo nhu chut kinh nghiém khiém ton ctia i thi viéc hdi 16 thuong dugc viéc hon 1 khong,”
Leo dap, rat mot di€u thudce 14 ra khoi tii 4o so mi mo1 Annabelle. Co ta tir choi.

“Anh kiém dugc bao nhiéu tir trd bom nay?” Co ta hoi thuc té.

Leo nhin c¢6 4 day nghi ngo khi gi dot diéu Winston, rit mot hoi dai va thd khéi ra 16 miii, ludng
khoi gan nhu ti€p mau voi bire tiéu hga nhirng ddm may ho1 ham boc ra tir ong khoi phia trén dau,
“Miéng banh cling chia du cho moi nguoi. To1 con phai cham so6c ddm nhan vién ciia minh nira chir.”

“Nhén vién! Ding bao t6i rang anh dang 1am cai viéc ké khai thué cho bon ngudi 1am 4y vao lac
niy nhé!” Trude khi gi ndi diéu gi, co ta néi thém, “Trd “bai ba 14’ khéng ndm ngoai tAm kiém soat ctia
to1, Leo a. Vay bao nhi€éu ha? T61 dang cho nghe mot 1y do hop 1y.” C6 nang khoanh tay trude nguc va
duva lung vao twong cho doi.

Ga lai nhin vai, “Bon nay thuong hoat dong ¢ nam dia diém xoay vong, khoang sau gio mot
ngay. Nhiéu thing con trai lang vang quanh day 1am, ching luon ngira ngay chan tay mudn tiéu tién.
Nhung bon nay s& som don di thdi. Mot vong thoi gian nhan rdi ctia cdc nha may lai dén, va bon nay
cling chang muén bj nhd rd mit. Co 18 t6i khong can ké lai cho ¢ nghe ki thuat 1am gi nita. Toi 14y sau
muoi phan trim sb tién kiém duoc, nhung thoi budi nay chi phi cao qua. Tiét kiém duoc khoang ba
muoi phan tram thoi. Toi dang muén kiém gap doi sd Ay trude mua dong. Ciing s& séng duoc tam thoi
do.”



“Nhung chi tam thoi, anh ciing biét ma,” Annabelle Conroy nhit huy hiéu khic nhin hiéu bia hoi
va thé Ho1 Costco 1€n, “Co6 hirng thil véi mot mé tién that khong?”

“Lan trudce c6 hoi 61 cau ndy, t6i da bi ban.”

“Chiing ta bi ban vi anh qua tham lam.”

Gi0 thi khong ai cuoi ca.

“Vay thoa thuan sao day?” Leo hoi.

“Toi s& ké anh nghe sau khi ching ta tim gap du nguoi. Toi can nhan lyc cho cudc choi dai.”
“Mdt nhom u? Troi a, ai con 1am thé nira?”

C6 4 vénh mit nhin xudng gi. V&i doi gidy bot cao got nay, co ta trong khd cao. “T6i mudn thé.
That su thi to1 cling s€ khong bao gi¢o ngirng lam chuyén ay.”

(Ga dé y mai toc do cua co ta. “Chang phai c¢6 dé toc nau lan td1 gap co sao?”
“To1 can thay doi bat cur cai gi.”
Ga nhe riang cudi dén tin mang tai, “Annabelle van cir 1a Annabelle.”

Anh mit ¢6 & trd nén nghiém nghi, “Khong, chang phai 12 con Annabelle ngay xua nita. Kha hon
ngay trudce day. Anh tham gia khong?”

“Nguy co thé nao?”
“Cao, nhung chién log1 pham ciing cao.”

C6 tiéng coi xe v6i d6 16n mudn xé toac mang nhi. Khong ai trong s6 hai nguoi nao ning.
Nhirng nhom bip bom c6 dang cap thong thuong 1a dd mat di sy nhat gan, rut reé vi trong bat cr hoan
canh nao hoac la bi xir t01, hoac 1a chét.

Cudi cung, Leo nhay mat. “OK, t6i tham gia. Gio sao day?”
“G10 ta d1 tim mot vai dua nira.”

“Ta thu gom toan ‘ngdi sao’ vao vu nay ha?” Han chép chép mit mudng twgng vién canh trude
mat.

“Chuyén 1am an 1au dai can phai c6 nhitng ké giéi nhat,” Annabelle nhit quin dam den lén. “Tdi
nay to1 bao anh an to1 vi da rt con bai nay ra khoi bo bai ‘ma thuat’ ctia anh.”

“E 14 quanh day chang c6 miy nha hang dang thudng thirc dau.”

“Khong phai & ddy. Chung ta s& bay dén Los Angeles trong ba gio nita.”



“Pén L.A. trong ba gid nita sao? Toi con chua chuan bi hanh 1y nita 1a. Ma t6i cling chua mua
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ve.

“Vé & trong tai trai 40 khodc ctia anh ddy. Toi da 1én nhét khi t6i kham xét ngudi anh ban ndy.”
Co a nhin trung trirng vao phan than gitra nhiin nhéo cua han, “Anh mip 1én do6 Leo.”

Cb 4 quay got va sai bude trong khi Leo kiém tra tai tién va thdy tim vé may bay. Ga chop lay
b0 bai ro1 chay vdi theo bo cai ban choi bai lai chong cho.

Nhom “bai ba 14” di du lich mot khoang thoi gian. Tro bip bom méi dang vay goi.



Chwong 3

Sudt bira 4n t6i & L.A. Annabelle trinh bay ké hoach cho Leo nghe, bao gom cé viéc tuyén thém
hai tén nira dé thuc hi¢n phi vu.

“Nghe hay nhi, nhung con tro bip dai hoi thi sao? C6 chang ké t6i nghe gi ca.”

“Tung bude mdt,” Annabelle tra 151, ngon tay xoay vong theo miéng ly rugu, anh mit dang lang
thang trong can phong an pho truong nay tu dong tim nhiing di€m noi1 bat.

Hit sdu vao, kiém mot thcing ngu dan di. Co ta hit nhe mai toc nhudém d6 hoe va cham mét vao
mdt g dan ong cach d6 ba ban. Ny gid gi d nhin Annabelle trong chiéc dam den ngin hau héu va ra
hiéu véi c6 mdt cach s sang trong luc ngudi yéu cua gi ngdi cam ling gian dir vi cam giac bi xic
pham. Gio gi tir tir liém méi va nhay mit vdi Annabelle.

A ha, cir liém moi di nhé, may tham chi chcfng biét thé ndao véi viéc hon hit dau.

Leo cat ngang dong suy nghi cua cb &, “Annabelle, nhin nay, t6i s& khong lira ¢6 dau ma. Chét
ti¢t, to1 da theo c6 dén day nira chir.”

“Puing, anh theo t6i dén day vi dong hao ciia t6i Ay ma.”

“Chung ta 14 cOng sy, c6 biét ma. Thoi dirng tranh ludn ¢ day di.”

C6 nang ludt mat nhin gi ta va udng can ly cabernet, “Dirng dé tim vu d6, Leo. Du sao anh ciing
khong phai 1a mdt ké gioi cho lam.”

Ngudi phuc vu dén dua Annabelle tim danh thiép. “Cua quy 6ng dang kia dy a,” anh ta noi, chi
vao nguoi dan ong liec mat dua tinh voi co 4 ndy gio.

Annabelle nhan tim danh thjép, trén éy dé ga ta 1a mgt nhan vién co tai. Ga con can than viét
phia sau cai so thich dac biét ma gd mudn thuc hi¢n véi co.

Duoc, anh - chang - tai - nang a. Anh tu muon chuéc va vao than déy nhe.

Lac di dén ban gi, co a ding lai & mot cai ban c6 nim tén to khée mic comples soc. Co ta noi
gi d6 va tat ca cung cuoi pha len Cb6 4 phat nhe vao dau mot tén va hon phdt vao ma mot tén khac c&
khoang bon muoi tudi, toc mudi tiéu va vai rong. Roi ca nhom lai cudi 16n khi Annabelle noi them.

Co 4 ngdi ndi chuyén vai phat. Leo to mo nhin co ta roi ban ¢6 nim tén kia va di ngang qua han vé
phia ctra ra vao.

Khi c6 4 budc qua ban gi tai - ndng, gi bao, “Nay cd em, goi cho anh nhé. Anh thit su mudn
em goi cho anh. Em ndéng béng dén ndi anh thay minh ndng nhu ngdi trén dong ltra vay.”



Annabelle v§ 14y ly nude loc trén khay mot ngudi boi ban vira di ngang va bao, “Thé a? Vay
phai giup anh ‘ngudi bot’ thoi anh trai a.” Co & do ly nude vao ngay quan ga trai. Ga nhay 1ong 1én.

“Khon ki€ép! May s€ phai tra gia, con dién khon nan nay!”
Nguoi yéu cua ga che miéng cuoi.

Trude khi gi c6 thé chop 1y minh, Annabelle dua tay khoa chit co tay gi. “Anh trai c6 thiy
may thang ngod1 dang kia khong ha?” Co gat dau véi bo ndm dir ton dang ngdi nhin cham cham vao ga.
Mot tén bé dot ngdn tay nghe rang rac. Tén khac nhét tay va do khoac vao gitr tay ¢ do.

Annabelle néi nhe nhang, “Tao chic rang may thdy tao noi chuyén véi ching hoi ndy vi may
quan st tao ca budi toi hdm nay ma. Bon no 1a gia dinh Moscarelli. Thang ngdi trong cting 1a chong
cll cua tao, Joey Junior. Du bay gi¢ tao khong con 1a thanh vién trong gia dinh d6 nita nhung ma that ra
tao van thuoc bé canh cua chiing nd.”

“Moscarelli 1a bon cho nio?” gi dan 6ng van budng binh héi.

“Chang 1a gia dinh t01 pham c6 t6 chirc, ding thir ba & Vegas trude khi b1 FBI tri¢t ha. Nay
chiing quay trd lai 1am cai viéc ma chung thanh thao nhat: bao ké cac hiép hoi rac & khu Big Apple va
Newark.” C6 4 nhéo tay gi, “Thé nén néu may mudn lam 16n chuyén cai quan u6t nhep ctia may, tao
chic 1a Joey sé& giai quyét ém dep cho may.”

“May nghi tao s€ tin vao thir rac rud1 may ndi ndy gio ha?”
“A, khong tin thi di dén d6 noi chuyén véi thang Joey nhé.”

G4 trai nhin lai ban cua bo nam. Joey Junior cam con dao cit bit-tét trong ban tay to bé trong khi
thang khac dang co gang de han ngdi xuong ghe.

Annabelle kep tay ga trai chét hon nira, “Hay 1a anh trai mudn t6i kéu théng Joey v&i bon ban no
dén day? bung lo nhé cung, thing 4y m6i duoc tam tha, nén that tinh 13 n6 thé dan cho may mot tran
thira séng thiéu chét ma khong bi canh sat lién bang cha y.”

“Thoi, thoi!” gi tdi - ndng s¢ hii khi 1én nhin thang Joey Junior sat tha va con dao bit-tét. Ga
ling 1& ndi thém, Y tdi 1a chuyén dau c6 gi to tat. Chi 1a mot chut nudc thdi ma.” Ga ngdi xudng tham
chd quan uét bang khin an.

Annabelle nhin qua ngudi yéu cta gi. Nguoi phu nir Ay ching thé kiém duogc tiéng cudi khac
khich. “C6 thiy chuyén ndy budn cudi sao, cd gai?” Annabelle hoi, “Pay 1a tinh hubng ma tit ca ching
t6i déu cudi vao mit co ddy, chir khong phai cuoi chung voi ¢6 dau. Sao cd khong thé to ra tu ton
trong ban than minh nhi? Hay gi khon nay 1a cai thir dan 6ng rac rudi duy nhat co s& chung cha cho
dén khi c6 gia nua khong ai thém dé mit t5i?”

Nguoi phu nit im bat.

Khi ra khoi nha hang, Leo no1, “Cha, vady ma t61 da ton thoi gian dé doc may cuon ‘Dac Nhan



Tam’ ciia Dale Carnegie trong khi tdi chi can di theo co thi ciing da hoc hoi dugc kha nhiéu r6i.”
“Pirng ban dén chuyén 4y nira, Leo.”
“Pugc roi, nhung con gia dinh Moscarelli thi sao? Noi1 di, that sy thi chung 1a a1 ha?”
“Nam nhan vién ké toan dén tir Cincinnati ¢6 1& dang tim tha vui gi d6 qua dém.”
“May cho c6 la chiing c6 vé kha bu con.”
“Chang phai may man gi sat. Toi noi t6i dang tdp dién mot canh phim v6i ban dién ¢ noi cong
cong. T61 bao chung chuyén dién xuat kiéu nay thuong xuyén dién ra & L.A, ro1 nho giup do 1am cho

ra vé du thi du thuc; anh biét déy, dé tao ra khong khi that sy cho chiing ta nhap vai. T61 no1 néu chung
dién tot biet dau c6 co ho1 dong phim ludn. Co 1€ d6 1a diéu hao hirng nhat trong doi chiing.”

“Ra thé, nhung sao ¢ biét thang ngu kia s& chin 16i ¢6?”

“O1, to1 chang biét nira, Leo a, co6 1€ 1a to1 c6 kha ndng gi ‘dac bi¢t’ chang!”

Ngay ké tiép Annabelle va Leo dén dai 16 Wilshire ¢ d6i Beverly Hills bang chiéc Lincoln mau
xanh m61 thu€ duge. Leo nhin may cai ctra hang khong chép mat, “Lam thé nao ¢6 lan ra dugc han?”

“May nguon thong thuong thoi. Han tré, kinh nghiém duong phd chwa nhiéu 1am, nhung hin cé
ngon nghe dac biét - do 1a ly do to1 c6 mat ¢ day.”

Annabelle d6 xe vao bai va chi tay vao mdt cira hang phia trudc mat. “Do 13 chd may chang trai
g1& chiu ltra nguoi tiéu dung nho 1¢€.”

“Han trong thé nao?”

X, aia 2 Ar , 3
“Rat di¢u dang mot cach nam tll’]h.”u

Leo nhin c6 a kho hiéu. “Biéu dang mét cach nam tinh? Céi quai gi thé? Mot loai dong tinh gan
dé méi ha?”

“Anh can phai tiép xac nhiéu hon nita Leo a, v&i lai nén rén luyén ki nang tim thong tin véi may
vi tinh ni¥a.”

Mot phut sau Annabelle dan Leo vao mot cira hang quan 4o thoi trang sang trong. Trong tiém, ho
duogc chao don bo1 mot anh chang tré dep khong thira ti md ndo, mac do6 den, toc vang chai nguoc ra
phia sau va rau 1in phun trén mat.



“HOm nay anh lam viéc mot minh a?” Annabelle hoi gi, nhin quanh quén nhitng khach hang
mang gidy cao got khac trong ctra hang. Ho chic han glau 1am, ¢ & biét chir, vi miy ddi g1ay o day gia
tir mot nghin ddla ¢ [én chi chuc chd danh vao diém yéu cua nhimng vi khach hang may mdn vap nga
vi do1 giay cao ¢ muoi phan.

Ga gat dau, “Téi thich 1lam viéc trong ctra hang nay. To1 da quen vo1 cong viée phuc vu.”
“Téi tin 1a thé,” Annabelle thi tham khong dé hin nghe.

Sau khi tit ca khach roi cira hang, Annabelle treo bang “Pong cira” 18n cira trude. Leo cam mot
cai 40 kiéu cta nir dén quiy tinh tién, con Annabelle di vong vong phia sau khu vuc thanh toan. Leo
dua thé tin dung ra nhung n6 truot khoi tay nhin vién ban hang va anh ta phai cai xudng nhit 1én. Khi
anh chang dig thing nguoi 1én thi Annabelle da & ngay bén canh.

“Anh c6 mon d6 choi nhoé gon nhi!” Annabelle xem xét cai may nhod xiu ma t€n nhan vién vua
mo1 dung dé quét thé cua Leo.

“Thua c6, c6 khong duoc phép ding phia sau quay thu tién,” han chau may.
Annabelle phdt 16 101 nhic nhé, “Anh tu tao ra cai may Ay a?”

G4 nhan vién n6i mot cach chic chin, “Day 1a may chong thé tin dung gid. N6 dung dé xac nhan
rang thé con han thanh toan. N6 kiém tra s0 ma hoa ghi trén bé mit nhya. O ddy ching t6i da nhan
dugc rat nhiéu thé tin dung an cap, thé nén ngu’(n chii cira hang quyét dinh sir dung chiéc may nay To1
cd gang khong gay ra bat clr trd ngai ndo dé khong ai bi b& mit ca. Tdi chic quy ¢ hiéu diéu nay.”

“Q, t0i hiéu hét,” Annabelle vdi tay vé phia gd nhan vién va kéo cdi may ra. “Thir ma cai may
nay thuc hién, Tony a, 1a doc tén chu thé va so tai khoan, va ca ma s6 nhan dang in chim vao mot thanh
nam cham dé€ sau do6 lam gia the.”

“Hay c6 thé ban s tai khoan cho mot dudng day chuyén mua ban tai khoan ciing khong chirng,”
Leo n61 thém. “Lam cach do6 thi anh khong thuc sy 1am vay ban doi tay dieu dang mot cach nam tinh
cua minh.”

Tony nhin ca hai nguo1, “Sao may nguot biét tén t61? May nguoi 1a com ha?”

“Oi, hon thé nhiéu,” Annabelle choang tay qua d6i vai manh khanh ctia han, “Chiing t6i 1 hang
nguo1 giong anh vay thoi.”

Hai gio sau Annabelle va Leo di bd xudng cang bién & Santa Monica. Trdi trong khong gon chit



may va gio bién mang tirng luong gid6 am vao mon man dat lién. Leo lau tran bang khan tay, co1 4o
khoac vit trén tay.

“Cho ma, t61 quén mat tro1 ¢ day nong dén cd nao.”

“Thoi tiét & day dep nhat trén thé gidi ddy,” Annabelle bao. “Vi thé ma ta c6 mit & day. Boi vi
noi dugce danh gia cao...”

“La noi nhirng nhdm bip bom ndi tiéng nhat hién dién.” Leo két thiic cAu ndi gitm cd a.
Co ta gat dau. “U’, dung han kia rdi, Freddy Driscoll, hodng thdi tir toi pham.”

Leo hudng vé phia trude, nheo mat vi chol nang, va doc mdt cai bang nho treo ngoai ctra mot
ki-6t, “Nha thiét ké Heaven a?”

“U, clr lam nhu i bao nhé.”

“Chir ¢6 cach nao khac ma khong 1am theo ¥ ¢6 bao khong ha?” Leo 1am bam.

Ho tién dén mot quay hang trung bay ngin nip va gon ghé nhitng quan jean, tii xach thiét ké thoi
trang, dong ho va cac phu kién trang tri khac. Nguot1 dan ong hoi gia dirng bén canh ki-6t tiep don ho

mdt cach lich su. Ga nay thap, hoi tron tria va ¢ khuén mit dé nhin; mé toc bac nhd ra khdi cai mil
rom ga dang doi.

“Qi chao, nhitng mon niy gia ca hip din qua,” Leo binh phim trong khi dwa mét xem hang,

Ngudi dan ong tu hao, “Téi ching mang mot ctra hang ngon lanh ndy dau, chi can mit trdi, cat
va dai duong thoi.”

Ho nhin cac mon hang mot lugt, chon vai thir, va Annabelle tra cho g dan 6ng to mot tram dola.

(G2 nhan tién, deo mot cap kinh day vao, cam to tien xem xét & mot goc dd nao d6 ro1 nhanh
chong tra lai, “Xin 101 co, t01 e rang day la tién g1a.”

“Ong n6i dung, tién gia ddy.” C6 a ndi mot cach ho hitng. “Nhung toi tudng dung tién gia tra cho
do gia la cong bang chir.”

(Ga dan ong tham chi khong chdp mat, chi mim cud1 voi co ta 6n hoa.

Annabelle kiém tra lai to tién theo dung cai cach gi lam, “Van dé 1a khong co bét cir t#én 1am
tién gia ndo ¢ thé lam gidng ky thuit tao anh ba chiéu hinh c¢6 Tong thong Franklin khi ong cam to tién
& goc do ndy, bai vi phai ton mot nha may in tién tri gid hai trim triéu déla moi 1am gia dén do tinh vi
cai hinh 4y. Chi c6 mdt cai nha may nhu thé & My, va ciing chua c6 tén lam tién gia ndo duoc tiép can
vO1 no ca.”

Leo chen vao, “Vi thé ong dung mot ciy viét bdi md dé phac hoa chin dung Franklin trén to

tién, khién cho bét ctr ai du tinh ¥ muén kiém tra to tién dang cAm cam thay duoc cai hinh an ma thyuc
su ho khong thé thay.”



“Nhung ong biét sy khac biét Annabelle chi ra. “Bo1 vi 6ng da tirng lam gia loai glay bac
ménh gid ndy.” C6 4 cAm mot cai quan jean sdm soi, “Nhung tir gio trd di, t6i s& bao nha cung cip ciia
ong bo chut thoi gian dap tén nhan hiéu 1én trén cai khoa kéo gidng nhu cc nha san xuat hang that
lam.” C6 & dat chiéc quan lai chd cii va cam mot cai xac tay, “Va phai may chi doi trén quai xic nita
chir. D6 13 diém t6 cdo hang nhai day.”

Leo gio cai dong hd giam gia 1én, “Va dong hd Rolex that chay rat ém, chir khong kéu tich tic
nhu thé nay.”

Ngudi dan ong noi, “Toi that sy rat sc khi biét minh 14 nan nhan cla vu mua ban hang gia hang
nhai nay. T6i vira m6i thiy mot canh sat & dang kia cang bién cach day miy phut. Dé toi di goi anh ay
lai. Xin quy khach & lai day dé cung cap 101 khai ddy du cho canh sat.”

Annabelle bau chit tay han bang nhitng ngon tay dai va khanh ctia minh, “Pung bia chuyén véi
ching t01. Chiing ta n61 chuyén di nao.”

“Néi chuyén gi ha?”

“Hai ngan moQt dai,” Leo tra 101, mit nguoi dan ong sang ngoi.



Chuwong 4

Roger Seagraves nhin qua ban hoi thao thdy d6i mat sung hiip ctia mdt nguoi dan dng va nhitng
mon toc den bong dau dugc chai ngang dé che 1ap phan da dau bong vdy mdt cach vo vong. Vai va
chan nguo1 ay 6m khang khiu nhung lai béo phan bung va méng. Du van con ¢ do tudéi bon muroi nhung

c6 18 hin ta van c6 thé chay bo gan hai muoi yards[i] trong nhitng tinh hudng nguy khén ma khong vap
ngd. Nhic mdt gié rau qua Ién chic chan s& 1a mot han ché v6i strc manh phéan than giy 6m ciia han ta.
Hin ta ciing c6 thé la mét tam dp phich qudng cdo cho sw gidm sit thé chdt ciia phdai manh thé ky
21, Seagraves nghi. Han cam thdy kho chiu vé y nghi d6 vi thé hinh can ddi ludn ludn dong vai tro hét
sttc quan trong trong cudc doi han.

Mbi ngay hin chay nim deim[j, két thuc phan luyén tap trude lic mit trdi 1én cao. Han c6 thé
hit dat chong day mot tay va dua mot chan 1én bang ghé da dé gap nguoi, sb 1an gip doi trong lugng
co thé ctia minh. Hin c6 thé giir hoi thd dudi nude trong bon phut va thinh thoang choi véi doi bong
da trung hoc gin nha ¢ phia tiy hat Fairfax. Khong mot ai & tu6i bon muoi nhu han c6 thé dudi kip
nhirng thing nhoc ‘mudi bay tudi bé giy sing trau’ thé ma han chua bao gio rét lai phia sau bon nho.
Dbi v6i cong viée trude kia cua hin, tit ca nhitng k¥ ning ndy dugc dung dé phuc vu cho mot muyc
dich duy nhét: giit mang song cho minh.

Han tré lai chi ¥ ngudi dan ong phia bén kia ban. Mdi 1an han thdy cdi sinh vdt dy, mot phan
trong hin muén ban thing vao tran tén d6 mot phat cho han ta phai song doi thue vat. Nhung khong c6
mot ngudi tinh tio ndo lai giét con ngdng vang hoic, trong truomg hop nay 1a con chudt vang ciia minh
ca. Seagraves thiy tén dong bon thé hinh xau xi nhung du sao hin van dang can ga.

Sinh vat d'y tén Albert Trent, mot ké c6 dau 6¢ thong minh du bo dang khon khd. Trent 1a mot
nhan t6 quan trong trong ké hoach, c6 1€ nhitng chi tiét to1 quan trong - that sy ma noi - 1a y tudng ctia
tén nay hét. Chinh vi vay, Seagraves mdi chap nhan hgp tic véi han ta.

Hai ngudi dan ong nay ting ndi chuyén véi nhau mot 1an nhan dip 18 ky niém cta cac dai dién
CIA dén Uy ban Tinh bao thuong tryc ma Albert Trent dang 14 mot thanh vién noi bat. Sau d6 bon
chung kiém soat nhirng mu tin tinh bao thu nhit dugc tir khu mat thim & Langley va cac co quan thudc
kho thuéc né ma quy ctia chinh quyén My. Nhitng thiét bi ndy do xét ban tir trén vii try, théng qua dién
thoai, fax, thu dién tr va thinh thoang ngay trén vai ban.

Ti¢c tan, hai ngud1 dan 6ng ngoi lai va udng can coc ca phé. Seagraves van chua tim dugc
ngudi nhan vién nao co6 thé pha mot tdch ca phé ngon theo ding ¥ minh. C¢ I€ tai loai nudc udong dung
dé pha ca phé ¢ day.

“Ngoai tro1 gio thdi manh 1dm,” Trent ndi, mit dan chit vao cudn chi thi chién thudt trudc mit



minh. Han ta vudt phang cai ca-vat d6 nim phia trén than thé nhio nhoet va cha miii.

Seagraves dua mat nhin ra cira s6. Puwoc théi, dén lic réi, phong truong hop ai d6 dang nghe
trom. Ngay nay khong c6 noi nao vang nhitng doi tai toc mach, nhat 1a & dién Capitol. “Gi16 dang tran
vao, t01 doc bao thay the. Co 1€ tro1 s€ mura chut it, ma cling c6 thé 1a khong mura.”

“To1 lai nghe 1a co thé ¢ bao.”

Seagraves hoat bat hon khi dé cap dén van dé nay. Mot con bao luon thu hut sy chil y cua hén.
Chu tich Ha vién Bob Bradley da tirng 1a mot con bao day thoi. Gio ong ta dang nam dudi ba tac dat ¢
qué huong Kansas ctia minh vd1 mdt bo hoa héo rii trén bia mo.

Seagraves cuoi, “Anh biét ho no1 sao vé thoi tiét day: mo1 nguo1 ban tan vé thoi ti€t, nhun,
2 r y
chang ai lam dugc gi voi thot tiét ca.”

Trent cling cuoi 16n, “0 day moi viéc co vé rat yén on. Chung ta luon cam kich sy hgp tac cua
Co quan Tinh bao Trung uong.”

“Anh khong biét 42 Chit <C’ tuong trung cho sy hop tac.”

“Chiing ta van dy tiéc budi chirng nhan vao thit Sau ha?” Trent hoi, ¥ mudn ndi dén phéd giam
doc mat vu cua CIA.

“Vang. Va phia sau nhitng canh ctra dong kin chiing ta cé thé rdt thit tha nita 1a.”

Trent git dau tan thanh, “Ong tin chu tich ty ban biét cach choi theo luat. Ho di sip xép mot
cudc bo phi€u qua dién thoai dé khép lai phién toa.”

“Chung ta dang d4u tranh v&i bon khing b6, thé nén d6 s& 1a mdt tran cau hoan toan mdi mé. Ké
thu cua nudce ta co6 mat khap moi noi. Chung ta phai hanh dong sao cho phu hgp véi1 tinh hinh., Khir
ching trude khi ching tom duogc ta.”

“Chinh xac,” Trent huong trng. “Tho1 dai méi, cude chién méi. Hoan toan hgp phap.”

“Lam ma chang can bao trudc,” Seagraves kiém mot con ngap. Néu ai d6 dang lang nghe, thi
han hy vong ké d6 s& hai 1ong voi cude ndi chuyén yéu nudc nay. Han da khao khat diéu nay ké tir khi
hin nglg quan tim dén t6 qudc cta minh. Han don ddc trong viéc quan tAm dén ban thin: mot dat
nude doc 14p cua Seagraves. Va hin c6 ki ning, than kinh thép va kha ning tiép cén nhirng thir vo
cung gia tri dé c6 thé lam diéu gi d6 cho dat nude. “Puoc roi, néu khong co gi nira thi toi vé dy. Thoi
diém nay hay xay ra ket xe 1am.”

“Tat nhién c6 bao gid khong xdy ra ket xe dau nhi?” Trent gd g6 tay trén cudn sach chi dao chién
thuat.

Seagraves van nhin quyén sach da trao cho Trent va cam ldy mdt tap hd so Trent vira ddy qua
phia hin. Tap ho so bao gdm nhitng cAu hoi chat van chi tiét dé khai thac va 1am rd thong tin vé vai vu
diéu tra giam sat cua co quan tinh bjo. Cudn sach chi dao chién thuat to tO chang hin dé lai cho Trent
chang c6 gi thi vi ngoai phan phan tich qua phtrc tap va ngd ngin nhu thuong 16 ma co quan han



thuong phat cho Gy ban giam sat. D6 1a mot kiét tac dugce dién dat rdi rim trong mot nghin chit hodc
hon nhung chang no1 dugce gi cho ra hon.

Tuy nhién, néu ai d6 hiéu duoc an ¥ cua nhitng tir ngit trong sach, ma Seagraves biét chic rang
Trent s& hiéu, thi nhitng trang sach y ciing 16 ra mot diéu: bon tén tay trong nguoi My rat ning dong va
dia diém tri ngu hién thoi ctia ching & nudc ngoai tit ca déu duoc viét dudi dang mit mi. Thong tin
vé nhirng cai tén va dia chi nay da dugc ban cho mdt t6 chirc khing bd ¢6 tiém luc tai chinh dé o
chirc ndy s& di g0 cira nha cua bon ching & ba nudc Trung Pong va cit cd bon dy. Hai triéu dola My
d3 dugc chuyén vao mot tai khoan ma khong mot ngan hang diéu tiét nao & My co thé kiém toan duoc.
Gio 1a ltc Trent 1am cong viéc chuyén nhitng cai tén ‘bi danh cip’ d6 cho mot mat xich khac trong day
chuyén lam in.

Seagraves dang lam an phat dat. Khi s6 ké thu ctia M trén toan cdu tiép tuc ting 1én, hin ban bi
mat cho bon khung bo dao Ho1, bon cong san & Nam My, bon ddc tai & chau A va tham chi nhiing
nudce thanh vién cua Cong dong chung chau Au.

“Poc di nhé,” Trent nhiic dén tap ho so han ta vira trao cho Seagraves. Chinh & chd nay ma viéc
gial ma ‘con bdo’ vura d€ cap luc nay dugec tiet 1§ voi Seagraves cung vo1 nhitng cau hoi tai sao va vi
ly do gi.

T6i hom d6 & nha, Seagraves nhin cham cham vao mot cai tén va bat dau bay muru tinh ké theo
16i suy ngh1 thu’ong 1¢ ctia minh. Chi ¢6 thoi diém nay mm can mot diéu gi d6 tinh té hon 1a khau sung
truong va ong ngam. Trent di xuyén sudt tir ddu dén cudi ké hoach nhu mot vién da quy nho tri thong
minh cta hin, 1am moi viéc trd nén don gian dén khong ngd. Seagraves biét minh can lgi dyng ai.



Chuwong 5

Pung 6 gid rudi mot budi sang troi trong va mat mé & Washington, ctra trudc ngdi nha ba ting
cua Jonathan DeHaven bat md, ong ta budce ra trong mot chiéc 40 khoac len mau xam, ca-vat xanh nhat
va quan den. Nguodi dan ong giita do tudi nim muoi va mdt cai dau bac chai chudt thang thom,
DeHaven hit that sau khong khi trong lanh, danh vai phat ng6 nghiéng ddy biét thy ¢ kinh 1ong 13y trén
con duong nha minh.

DeHaven bo xa ké giau nhat khu ndy, noi gia trung binh ctia mot ciu tric gach cao chdt vot trén
mai nha ma ngudi mua phai tra 1 vai nghin dola. May thay, ong ta thira ké ngdi nha nay tir bd me - hai
ngudi di khon ngoan dé trd thanh nhimg nha dau tu sdm nhat trong thi trudng bat dong san quin
Columbia. Du phén nhiéu tai san ctia ho di dugc quyén cho muyc dich tir thién, dira con trai doc nhAt
ctia dong ho DeHaven ciing dugc dé danh mot sb tién khong 16 dé phu thém cho dong lrong nha nuée
va cling dé nudi dudng vai so thich ca nhan.

Péng tai san tr trén troi roi xuéng nay cho phép DeHaven theo dudi cudc séng ma khong phai
wu tu phién mudn vé viéc kiém séng bang moi cach, nhung diéu ndy khong dtiing voi nhitng ngudi khac
dang song trén con dudng Good Fellow ndy. Sy that 1a mot trong nhitng nguoi hing x6m ciia 6ng ta 1a
mdt ngudi budn ban cai chét - tuy nhién DeHaven cho rang thuat ngit chinh tri chinh x4c phai 1a “nha
thau budn vii khi phong thi”.

Tén han 1a Cornelius Behan, thich dugc goi 1a CB, song trong mdt noi nguy nga trang 18 duogc
nhdp lai tir hai ngoi nha. DeHaven di nghe don rang viéc c¢6 dugc ngdi nha nhu thé trong mot khu vyc
lich st dugc kiém soat chit ché 1a nho vao nhitng mon héi 16 duoc 1én ké hoach k¥ cang. Tin don thoi
khong nhitng vé cai thang may chira duoc bon ngudi va mot khu vure riéng biét cho ngudi hau sng va
sinh hoat & do.

Behan con dem nhitng hang dan ba dep 16 lang vao nha vao nhitng gir ky cuc, nhung tén ndy van
con du lich sy dé cho dén khi ba vo di vang, thuong 1a miy chuyén vung tién mua sim & chau Au.
DeHaven tin rang ngudi dan ba bi lira déi d6 han ciing dang hudng thu thi chim chudt sudng si clia
minh & phia bén kia Pai Tdy Duong. Piéu ndy goi 1én trong dau 6ng hinh anh mot ngudi phu nir quyén
rii thanh lich dang cuing gi nhan tinh tré trung ngudi Phap dua giom bén chiée ban an thoi vua Louis thi
XVI trong di¢u nhac Bolero. Va hoan ho ca hai 6ng ba, DeHaven nghi.

Ong xua di ¥ nghi vé nhitng 1am 151 ctia gia dinh hang x6m bang mot cu nhay bat ra khoi bac
thém nha. Jonathan DeHaven 1a mdt nguoi vo cung trr hao vé kho sach quy hiém va khu cac bo suu tap
dic biét & Thu vién Qudc hoi, co thé ndi 1a bo suu tip sach quy hiém 1on nhat thé gidi. A, ngudi
Phap, ngudi Y va ngudi Anh co thé tranh cii vé van dé nay, nhung DeHaven, ngudi ro rang thién vi,
biét rang bd suu tap cua My nay 1a day di nhat.

Ong di bo khoang gan nira dim doc theo 1& dudng bang gach cii nhiu, chinh xac tirmg budc chan



giéng nhu me 6ng, ngudi ludén can than voi mdi bude chan trong do1 ba. Vao cai ngay truoc khi ba
mat, DeHaven khong hoan toan chic chan rang nguoi me ndi tiéng doc doan ciia minh lai khong bo qua
dam tang va thang tién dén cira thién duong, doi vao ngay dé ba con bat dau diéu hanh cong viéc. Bén
mot goc dudng, 6ng 1én chuyén xe buyt dong ngudi dén trung tim, ngdi chung bang ghé vi mot chang
trai tré nguoi day bui voi mot thing nudc dé chém giita hai chan. Hai muoi 1am phut sau xe buyt tha
DeHaven xuéng mot ngd tu nhon nhip.

Ong bang qua duong dén tiém ca phé nho, nhim nhap mot cOc tra, banh sung bo va doc to Thoi
bdo New York. My tit bao, nhu thuong 1¢, 1am doc gia rat nan 1ong. Chién tranh, bao, dich cim c6 thé
bung phat, khung bd, di dé 1am ban bo vao nha va dong kin ctra. Co6 mot cau chuyén vé nhirng viéc
lam trai ludt trong vii dai hop dong vii khi phong thi. Co nhitng ludn diéu héi 16 va tham nhiing gitta
cac chinh tri gia va nha san xuat vii khi. Qua 1a mot ¢t sbc! Mot vu bé bdi vé dung tién dé gy anh
hudng da ha bé vi cyu Chu tich Ha vién. R6i sau do nguoi ké nhiém cua ong ta, ong Robert Bradley,
lai bi tham sat & ciu lac bo Federalist. Vu 4n van chua giai quyét xong mic dui mot nhom khing bd
trong nude, trudc day vo danh tiéu tot, tw cho minh 1a Nhom chong lai ngudi My nim 1984 - 1ién quan
dén tuyét tac vé chu nghia phat-xit cia nha van Orwell - da ding ra nhan trach nhiém. Viéc diéu tra
ctia canh sat khong sudn sé cho 1am, it nhat 13 theo ngudn tin trén bao.

DeHaven thinh thoang dwa mat ra ngodi cira s6 quan ca phé dé nhin ddm cong nhan vién chirc vi
muc dich cao ca dang sai budc xudng phd sin sang ganh véac thé gidi, it nhat 1a c6 mot hay hai Thuong
nghi si trong d6. Mot noi bat thuong nhét, 6ng nghi. O ddy 6ng c6 nhitng cudc thip tu chinh sir thi
khiéu vii cung v6i nhitng ké dau co truc 1oi nhéch nhéc ban thiu di cip v6i cip hinh miu ké ngu ngde -
ngudi tri thire, khong may loai trude lai thudng gitr vi tri quyén cao hon loai sau trong xa hdi nay. N6
1a thanh phd duy nhat trong toan nudc My c6 thé tuyén bd chién tranh, ning thué thu nhap lién bang
hodc giam cac phuc lgi xa hoi cua ban. Quyét dinh nim trong dién tich vai dam vudng toan dai ky
ni¢m va nhirng tro hé gia tao nay co thé 1am cho vo sb nguo1 hodc gian dir hoac phon pho, va ca hai
mat éy cr doi chd cho nhau lién tuc tuy thuoc vao ai dang diéu hanh chinh quyén vao mot thoi diém
nhat dinh. Va déi vai cac cude chién, phong trao va am muu duoc dyng 1én dé thie hién muu dd ndm
gilt hay gianh lai quyen luc da tiéu ton tirng chat tirng chut mot ning luorng cua nhung con nguou tai
nang. Vong xoay ay nhu buc tranh kham d4 c6 qué nhiéu manh d4 di chuyen dién cudng dén ndi ngudi
ngoai cudc kho ma dam dén gan dé tim hiéu chuyén gi dang that sy dién ra bén trong.

Vai phat sau DeHaven thong tha budc 1én bac tam cip rong ctia tda nha Jefferson mai vom dd
sO thuéc Thu vién Qudc hoi. Ong k}'/ nhan chum chia khoa cira tir phong canh sat thu vién va thang tién
Ién tang hai, nhanh chong budc dén phong LJ239. Phong doc Sach Quy Hiém h1nh vom dé gitr an toan
cho rat nhiéu vin kién quy gia ctia quic g1a Kho bau nay bao gdm ca ban gbc Tuyén Ngon Poc Lap
ma nhirng ngu’cn sang 1ap nuéc My da viét nén & Phlladelphla trong ching duong hanh quan dén tir do,
thoat khoi ché d6 thue dan cua Anh. Ho sé nghi gi vé noi nay nhi?

Ong m& khoa cira vong ngoai va day hai canh cira ning trich sat vao tudng. Roi 6ng thuc hién
cac dong tic bam phim phirc tap dé vao phong doc. DeHaven luén 1a ngudi dau tién dén ddy mdi
ngay. Trong khi nhiém vu dic thu cta ong khién 6ng phai c6 mit trong phong doc sach thi méi quan hé
cong sinh gitta DeHaven vai nhitng cuén sach cii khé ma giai thich twong tan cho mot nguoi binh
thuong hiéu, thé nhung mbi rang budc nay lai hoan toan cé thé hiéu dugc thim chi dbi voi mot nguoi



chi dam mé sach c6 churng muec.

Phong doc khong md cira vao cac ngiy cudi tuan, thé nén DeHaven c6 thoi gian dé chay xe dap,
suu tAm nhitng cudn sach quy hiém cho bo suu tip riéng ctia minh va choi dan duong cam. Ong hoc
dan dudi sy giam sat nghiém ngit ciia cha, ngudi c6 tham vong tré thanh mot nghé s duong cam trong
dan nhac giao hudng nhung nhan ra su that phii phang rang ong khong d giéi. Chang may con trai 6ng
cling khong dt gioi dé thue hién tham vong 4y cho 6ng. Ké tir sau cai chét ctia cha, DeHaven tu nhién
lai thich thil v61 viéc choi dan. Trudce kia du thinh thoang cuong lai su ha khic cua cha me con ong
hau nhur nhat nhit vang 101 ho.

Ong chi thyc hién mot diéu di nguoc lai mong udce cua cha me, ma do cling 1a sy vugt qua gidi
han kha 16n. Ong d3 két hon voi mot ngudi phu nit tré hon minh dén hai muoi tudi, mot phu nir kha xa
la voi vi thé clia ong trong xa hoi. Ciing vi thé ma me 6ng d3 nhai di nhai lai cai diép khiic d6 cho dén
khi 6ng thay phién phirc dén do phai ly hon mot nam sau d6. Tuy nhién, chang c6 nguoi me nio c6 thé
¢p budc con trai minh tir bo nguorl dan ba anh dy yéu, ngay ca bang cach de doa cat nguon vién trg tai
chinh. Mg ong da ha minh dén d6 ba bao ba s& ban hét sd sach quy ma ba d3 hua s& dé lai cho ong. L&
ra ong phai ding vé phia nguoi phy nir minh yéu, bao co ay khong can phai lo lang gi ca. Ong nghi
diéu d6 gio day di nhién da qua mudn roi. Phai chi nhiéu ndm trude ong c6 nghi luc dé vuot qua.

DeHaven tho dai tiéc nubi khi ong coi nat 4o khoac va vudt phang ca-vat cua minh lai. C6 18
khoang thoi gian Ay 12 muoi hai thang hanh phtc nhat cua doi ong. Trudc day ong chua bao gio gip
duoc nguoi phu nit ndo nhu thé, va ong chic rang 6ng s& khong bao gid cd thé gip ngudi thir hai.
Nhuwng t6i dd dé c6 dy ra di chi vi me téi bdt téi lam thé. Ong da viét thu cho ¢6 Ay nhiéu nim sau
d6, xin 18i bang nhiéu cach. Ong giri ting tién, trang sirc va nhirng san vt 6ng mua trong cac chuyén du
lich vong quanh thé gi6i ctia minh, nhung 6ng chua bao gid van xin cd Ay quay 1a1 v61 minh. Khong,
ong chua bao gid lam thé, dung khong nhi? Co viét thu tra 101 6ng mot vai lan, roi tir d6 cac gbi qua
va thu cta ong bat diu bj hoan tra lai ma chwa hé dugc mé ra, sau khi me ong mat, ong c6 nght dén
viéc cb ging di im ¢ 4y, nhung cudi cung lai cho rang chuyén di qua mudn mang. Noi that thi ong
dau con xtng dang voi cd Ay nita.

Ong hit mot hoi that sau, bé chia khéa vao trong ti va nhin quanh phong doc trang hoang trang
1¢ gan gidng & dinh Poc Lap, khong gian noi déy tinh ling. DeHaven dic biét thich nhitng chiéc dén
c6 chup dén bang dong dé trén cac ban doc sach. Ong du yém ludt ngén tay qua mot cai dén, va cam
giac that bai khi vudt mit ngudi phu nit duy nhat cho 6ng thiy hanh phiic tron ven bdng nhién voi di.

Ong nan lai it phut trong khu vyc thiéng 11eng cta phong Jefferson de doc luot qua mot tac pham
ctia Tacitus, nha st hoc ngudi La Ma ma ngai tong thong thir ba ctia My rat ngudng mo. Ké do ong

dung chia khoa dé di qua diy rao chin Lessing J. Rosenwald[_], noi nhitng cubn sach in dau tién
trude ndm 1500 va sach chép tay do ong Rosenwald, cuu chi tich chudi ctra hang ban 1¢ Sears,
Roebuck hién tang, duoc xép canh nhau trén cac ké kim loai trong can phong dugc md diéu hoa nhiét
d6 rat ton kém sudt hai muoi tu gio trong ngay, bay ngiy trong tuan. Mic du thu vién hoat dong bang

7 . ..
mot ngan sach eo hep, nhung nhiét 46 phai 6n dinh trong phong la 60°F[_] va d0 am tuong doi 1a sau

muoi tam phan trim dé gitr duoc dong sach quy ndy thém vai thé ky nita.



Péi véi DeHaven, viéc lién bang ton thém khoan tién phu trdi dé bao vé bd suu tip quy nay 1a
vO cung xtng dang vi cai ngan sach lién bang ludn ludn chi tién cho chién tranh nhiéu hon cho bét ctr
muc dich hoa binh nao khac. Chi cAn mot phan nho sé tién ché tao mot qua tén lira thoi 13 6ng da co
thé mua ngoai chor troi bat clr tic pham nao thu vién can bd sung vao bd suu tap sach quy. Nhung cac
chinh tr1 gia tin rang tén lra mG1 dam bao an toan cho chung ta, trong khi that ra nhu’ng cudn sach méi
lam dugc diéu Ay vi mot 1y do don gian: Su ngu dot 14 nguyén nhin gdy ra chién tranh, va nhiing ai
doc nhiéu thi hiém khi ndo ngu dét. C6 1& nhin dinh nay 1a mot triét 1y don gian qua mirc, nhung
DeHaven van nht myc tin tudng vao no.

Luc 6ng nhin luét qua déng sach trén ké, DeHaven ngém lai b0 suu tap sach cua minh ¢ nha
dudi tﬁng ham. P6 chéng phai 1a mot bo suu tap 1én nhung van cir tha min niém dam mé cta ong. Ai
cling nén suu tam mot thtr gi d6, DeHaven cam thy thé; thd dam mé nay khién ban cam giac minh con
ton tai va két ndi voi ca thé gidi.

Sau khi kiém tra vai cudn sach vira méi duoc chuyén vé tir ban bao quan, 6ng di 1én cau thang
dén hang rao trai sudt chiéu dai phong doc. Chinh noi ddy 1a noi luu tri¥ bd suu tap sach dau tién viet
vé y khoa My. Va & ké trén 1a ddy sach thiéu nhi déu tim tip. Ong du’ng lai vd vao dau mot birc tuong
ban than nam dat trén mot chiéc ban nhd & goc phong mot cach au yém.

Mot khic sau d6 Jonathan DeHaven ngi &uc trén mot chiéc ghe va bat dau g1ay chét. Pay chang
phai 1a mot cai chét de chiu khéng dau dén, bang ching la co the ong co giat lién hdi va nhiing tiéng
kéu thét chim trong c6 hong. Ba muoi gidy sau 6ng naim dudi dai bat dong trén san nha cach noi ngi
xudng co giat khoang sau mét. Nét mit ong co vé nhu dang nhin chim chim vao bo suu tip nhitng cau
chuyén ké v6i hinh hai ¢ gai mac vay xoe doi non rong vanh trén bia sach.

Ong chét ma khong biét cai gi da giét minh. Co thé 6ng da khong phan boi lai 6ng; 6ng dang
trong tinh trang strc khoe hoan hao. Khong ai ton thuong 6ng, va ong khong bi dau doc; sy that 1a ong
hoan toan chi ¢6 mdt minh trong thoi diém do.

Nhung Jonathan DeHaven di chét.

Céch d6 khoang hai muoi 1dm dam, dién thoai nha Roger Seagraves d6 chuéng. Dy bao thoi tiét
hom nay tro1 trong va c6 nang. Seagraves ket thuc bira an sang cua minh, chop lay cdp tap va bat dau
di lam. Han thich bat dau mot ngay md1 bang mot dau hiéu tich cuec.



Chuong 6

Caleb Shaw budc vao phong doc sach, di dén ban 1am viéc dat cudi goc phong, noi 6ng dit ba
16 va mil bao hiém xe dap. Ong thao cai dai da bé quanh c6 chan dung dé tranh ddu m& tir xich xe dap
dinh vao 6ng quan. Rat nhiéu viéc can phai lam sang hom nay. Hom truée mot hoc gia 16i lac ngudi
M¥ di yéu cau trén sau tram cudn sach dé chuan bi cho danh sach phirc hop cac quyén sach theo mot
chil @& nhat dinh. Va vi 13 mot chuyén gia nghién ctru nén cong viéc cua Caleb 1a tip hop tit ca cac
cudn sach 4y lai. Ong luc tim cac tic pham d6 trong danh muc sach & thu vién; gid dén cong viéc kho
nhoc la “vat” chung ra khoi ke sach.

Ong Vuot lai mai toc mudi tiéu rdi bu va ndi long day lung mot ti. Caleb c6 mot voc dang giy
yéu, nhu’ng gan day ong bat dau tang can ¢ phan eo. Ong hy vong rang dap xe di 1am s€ du gitip minh
giai quyét van dé buc boi ndy. Ong tranh xa bat cr thir gi thudc ché do dinh dudng hop 1y, “tha cira”
thudng thirc rugu va cac mon an nha giau. Caleb cling rdt fir hao vé viée chua ting c6 ai thdy 6ng
trong phong tap thé thao nio ké tir sau khi 6ng tot nghiép trung hoc phd thong. Ong budc dén 16i vao
khu vuc sach quy, quét thé tir va kéo cira ra. Caleb hoi ngac nhién vi khong thiy Jonathan DeHaven.
Ong 4y 1udn 1a nguoi c6 mit & day trude tit ca moi ngudi co ma, nhung cira ngoai phong doc di duoc
m& khoa rdi. Caleb cho rang giam ddc chic dang ¢ trong vin phong hodc trong phong sach quy niy
thoi.

“Jonathan?” dng goi lon khong c6 tiéng tra 10i. Ong liéc so qua danh sach trong tay minh. Cong
viéc nay chdc dé chirng madt cd ngay chir chang choi. Chop lay mot xe day sach sat trong, ong bat
dau 1am viée theo cach di qua tirng khu vuc ¢ chira nhitng quyén sach ong can. Mot gid sau dng budc
ra dé 14y thém mot danh sach khac thi mot ngudi phu nit 1am chung bude vao phong doc.

Ong pha trd v&i ¢ ta rdi quay lai 1am viéc ctia minh. Khong khi trong nay rat mat mé, ong nhé
hom qua bo quén 4o khodc len trong khu vuc sach trén tang bon. Luc sap sira budc vao thang may thi
6ng nhin lai cai co thé bat dau sb sé tudi trung nién ctia minh nén quyét dinh di cau thang b, that ra 1a
chay 18n vai bac thang. Ong bang ngang bo suu tip y khoa, nhay thém vai bac thang 12 dén gac limg,
sai budc qua 161 di chinh dé dén chd bo quén 4o.

Khi nhin thiy xac chét ctia Jonathan DeHaven bat dong trén san nha, Caleb Shaw ha héc miéng,
nghen thé ro1 bat tinh.



Nguoi dan 6ng cao rao va ran roi roi khoi cin nha tranh don so dé vao mot nghia trang nho noi
ong lam cong viée coi gitt. C6 rat nhiéu viéc can phai hoan thinh dé chic chin rang chdn di vé cua
nhitng nguo1 da khuat van duoc béo quan t6t. NOoi modt cach mia mai, ban than ong cling da “chinh
thire” cu tra trong mot ngdi mo & nghia trang qubc gia Arlington, va tit ca nhitng ngudi dong nghiép
trong chinh quyén ngiy xua sé& rat ngac nhién khi biét rang 6ng van con song trén doi. Su that 1a ban
than O6ng ciing ngac nhién khi biét minh d3 khéng chét. T6 chirc ma 6ng lam viée ndm xwa di ¢b tim
moi cach dé am sat ong khong vi mot 1y do gi ngoai 1y do ong khong con mudn giét ngudi cho chinh
quyén nua.

Ong thay mot con vat di chuyén bang ci nhin tir khoe mat minh. Chic chin rang khong ai theo
doi minh tir toa nha chung cu gﬁn do, 16i vai cir déng nhanh nhen 6ng rut con dao khoi day thit lung va
quay ngu0’1 Ron rén bude vé phla trude, ong nhim Vao con vat va phong ludi dao Ong quan sat con
ran ho mang gidly giua, con dao cim phap dau né xudng mat dat. Con ran ndy gan nhu di cin ong hai
lan hoi tudn trude, khi nd 1an trong bui c6 cao. Sau khi no chét, ong rut con dao lai, chui sach va
quang xac vao thung rac.

Du khong con dung cac ky nang cti thuong xuyén nhung thinh thoang chiing cling ¢6 ich lam. Ong
tham ngh1 dén nhitng thang ngay trong qua khir khi ong nam mon méi chd doi muc tiéu roi vao tam
ngam giét choc ctia minh. Cudc sdng hién tai cta Ong tat nhién ciing bi cai qua khir d6 anh hudng, bat
dau tir tén,

Ong khong dung tén that John Carr hon ba muoi ndm rdi. Nhiéu thap nién qua ong duoc biét dén
duéi tén Oliver Stone. Ong thay tén ddi ho mot phin ciing vi mudn tranh su truy ling ctia t6 chirc cii va
phan con lai 12 vi muén thach thirc mot chinh quyén ma ong cam thiy khéng hop voi long dan. Nhiéu
nim qua ong van gitr mot cai 1éu nhd & cong vién Lafayette ddi dién v6i Nha Tring, noi 6ng da timg 1a
mot trong rat nhiéu “ngudi biéu tinh phan doi thudng truc”. Cai bang bén canh 1&u 6ng viét don gian
“T6i mudn biét sy that”. Bé theo dudi muc dich ctia minh, 6ng 1ap mot to chirc giam hd nho nhd vai
tén goi H6i Camel dé mudn chinh quyén My phai c6 trach nhiém giai trinh v6i ngudi dan. Va nguoi ta
ciing biét ong thinh thoang nudi mdt vai Am muu nao do.

Céc thanh vién khac cua hd1 1a Milton Farb, Reuben Rhodes va Caleb Shaw, khong c6 chirc
quyén va thé lyc gi nhung ho van dé tai dé mét nghe ngdng tinh hinh. That dang tran trong cai ma ho
dat dugc khi thanh vién nao ciing kién dinh quan sat chinh quyén va hanh dong dya trén nhitng gi quan
sat dugc bang tat ca 10ng diing cam va su khéo 1éo ctia ho.

Ong ngude nhin bau troi dang van vil sap mwa. Mot con gid tap vao mai toc trang cit ngin sat
da dau cua 6ng, mai toc da ting dai dén vai cung véi bd rau quai noén lau ngay khong cao moc lan
xudng bo nguc. Gio 6ng chi dé né moc vai ngdy 1a cao nhian. Ca riu va toc thay nhau gitip ong sdng sot
subt nhitng cudc phiéu luu cua Hoi Camel.

Stone quang dong co vao thung rac roi thong tha dung lai md bia ddnh ddu noi an nghi cta mot
thuyét gido ngudi My gbe Phi 16i lac, ngudi dd mit mang trong cude chién tranh doi ty do. That la ky,
Stone nghi rang mot ngudi phai dau tranh cho trr do & dat nudc tur do nhét trén hanh tinh nay. Khi 6ng
nhin quanh khu virc nghia trang Zion, noi timg 1a diém dirng ctia con dudng ngam dan dét nhitng nguoi
nd 1& dén duoc tu do, 6ng chi ¢ thé kinh ngac trudc nhitng con nguoi xut ching da nam trong 10ng



dat kia.

Vira lam vigce ong vira nghe tin tlrc bang chiéc radio dit trén nén dat. Tin tirc dang tap trung vao
ciu chuyén vé cai chét cia bdn mdt thdm nam ving ciia Bo Ngoai Giao My & I-ric, An PO va
Pakistan trong nhirng vu ném bom riéng lé.

Cdc méi lién hé ciia B6 Ngoai Giao w? Ong biét d6 1a gi roi. Cac mit vu ctia tinh bao My da bi
16 v6 boc va bi 4m sat. Tin tirc nhao tron chinh thirc s& che mit cong ching su that do, va luon la nhu
thé. Nhung Stone kiéu hanh cho ring minh biét tat tan tat cac dién bién dia 1y, chinh tri hién thoi. Mot
phan lwong nha tho thué 6ng 1am viéc duoc chi ra mua ba to nhat bao mdi ngay. Ong cat nhiéu bai bao
dan vao nhat ky tin trc ctia minh, cting ltc dung kinh nghiém dé loc ra sy that tir ddng tin nhao tron do.

Chudng dién thoai di dong cat ngang dong suy nghi ctia 6ng. Ong 4n phim tra 15i, ling nghe va
khong hoi diéu gi ca; roi ong chay di. Ngudi ban va 1a thanh vién Hoi Camel: Caleb Shaw dang nam
trong bénh vién; va mdt nguo1 dan 6ng khac lam viéc tai Thu vién Quéc hoi nim chét trén san nha.
Trong ltc voi va Stone quén ca viéc khoa cong rao khi 6ng lao ra khoi nghia trang,

Nhitng ngudi chét trong nghia trang chic cling hiéu rang ngudi séng thi c6 quyén 1am thé.



Chuong 7

Caleb Shaw nam trong bénh vién, chim cham lac dau. VAy quanh 6ng 13 cac thanh vién khac cua
hoi. Reuben Rhodes gin sau chuc tudi doi, cao gin hai mét véi voc dang ctia mot cau thi bong da My.
Mai toc quin den dai dén vai cuing voi di mét chan chudng va bo rau quai nén bu xu 1am lac 1am ong
trong c6 vé dién loan; nhung c6 khi diéu d6 lai 1a su that. Milton Ferb c& khoang mét sau, dm, toc hoi
dai, mat to, khuén mit khong mdt nép nhan khién ong tré hon tudi bdn muoi chin ctia minh.

Reuben 1a mdt cuu chién binh trong chién tranh Viét Nam va 1a cuu nhan vién Cuc Tinh bao
Qudc phong, hién dang 1am viéc & mot cang bdc hang sau khi sy nghiép quan su bi “trat duong ray”
boi rugu ché, nghién ngdp va niém oan han ddi véi cude chién ma 6ng khong gidu giém sy cim phan.
Ong dimg day dugc nho su giup d& cua Oliver Stone khi Stone tinh c& gip dng ¢ nghia trang Quéc gia
Arlington noi Reuben nim mdt déng bat dong dudi gdc ciy phong.

Milton da tirng 1a mot dira tré than déng voi kha ning tri tué vo han. Cha me ong lam & mot 18
ho1 du lich, noi ma nang luc tri tu¢ cua con trai ho dugc khai thac triét dé trong nhirng budi trinh dién
la ky. Du vay 6ng van hoc dén dai hoc va lam viéc & Vién Y té Quéc gia. Tuy nhién, mang chirng roi
loan 4m - anh - vi - bi - cudng - birc va bénh tAm than, thé giéi ctia 6ng sup d6 hoan toan. Ong tré nén
khén khd va yéu dudi vi bénh tAm than tram trong dén ndi tda an da phai ra 1énh dua 6ng vao bénh
vién dé chira tri.

Oliver Stone lai ra tay ctru giup. Lac dé Stone dang lam hg 1y & bénh vién tam 1y tr1 liéu noi
Milton la bénh nhan. Nhan thay kha nang dac biét cua Milton, cung v&1 mot tri nhd chi tiet dén hoan

hao, Stone da du dd Milton tham gia chuong trinh Jeopardy/[& Va 6ng 4y danh bai tat ca nhitng ngudi
tham gia khac dé kiém dugc mdt mon tién nhé. Qua nhiéu nim dugc chim soc tin thm va tri 1iéu béng
thudc, 6ng Ay bat dau c6 thé sdng kha binh thudng nhu bao nguoi khic. Gio Milton 1am kinh doanh
thiét ké trang web cho cac cong ty tap doan.

Stone nga ngudi dua vao tuwong, khoanh tay trudc ngwe va nhin xudng ngudi ban nim trén
girong.

S& hiru hai béng tién si khoa hoc chinh trj va van hoc thé ki 18, Caleb Shaw lam viéc & phong
doc Sach Quy thudc Thu vién Qudc hoi hon mud1 nam ro1. Khong 1ap gia dinh va chang c6 con cai,
thu vién, khong ké ban be, 1a niém dam mé duy nhat cua cudoc do1 ong.

Caleb da tirng d6i mit v6i nhirng khoang thoi gian kho khin cung cuc. Ong méit ngudi anh 16m
trong chién tranh Viét Nam, con ba me chét tham trong mot vu roi my bay mudi 1dm nim trudc. Stone
gip Caleb khi ong tuyét vong cudi dudng him, ngudi thu thu gan nhu mat hét khat khao dé tiép tuc ton
tai. Stone két ban voi ong, gid1 thi€u 6ng vo1 mdt chi nha sach dang rat can dugc giap do, va Caleb
dan dan thoat khoi trAm ut nhd tinh yéu cta 6ng v&i nhitng quyén sach. Minh dwong nhw thu gom



nhitng truong hop vé vong, Stone thim ngh1 Du minh da twng la mot ngu’m VO vong gzong ho. That
sy Stone cling ng nhirng ban be do nh1eu nhu ho no 6ng, néu khong mudn nodi 1a nhiéu hon. Nhung
Stone biét rang 6ng s& khong thé ton tai néu khéng c6 Caleb, Reuben va Milton. Sau nhiéu nim chi biét
thyc hién nhitng nhiém vy tiéu diét va giét choc, Stone dung ba muroi ndm cudi doi tim mot liéu phap
dé chuoc lai 15i 1dm c4 nhan. Theo nhu tinh toan thi Stone van con mdt con duong dai phia trude dé
di.

Su dam chiéu tram ngdm cua Stone gian doan khi Alex Ford budc vao. Alex 1a dic vu ky cuu
cua Co quan Tinh bao, nguoi lic trude cd cong nang d& Ho1 Camel va dugc vinh danh la thanh vién
danh du cua hdi nho viéc lam qua cam cua anh.

Ford ¢ lai nira tiéng va nhu trit duoc ganh ning trong 1ong khi biét Caleb s& nhanh chong khoe
lai.

Anh néi, “Bao trong, Caleb. Hay goi t6i néu anh can bat ctr thir gi.”

“Cong viec & WFO sao r61?”” Stone hoi anh, ¥ dng muon dé cap cong viéc & Van phong Cong vu
mat cua Washington.

“Ciling ban ron 14m. Cac phﬁn tur to1 pham khién chung t61 lam viéc gﬁn nhu kiét stre.”
“A, 161 hy vong anh s& binh phuc hoan toan tir chuyén phiéu lru nho nhé ctia ching ta.”

“T6i khong goi mot cude khai hoan toan cau co nguy co tiém ting 1a mot chuyén phiéu lru nho
nhd. Va t61 cling khong nghi minh s€ c6 thé hoan toan binh phuc.”

Sau khi Alex Ford ra vé, Caleb quay sang nhitng nguoi con lai va néi, “Diéu dé that sy kinh
khung. Ong ta nam bat dong trén san nha.”

“Roi anh ngat di phai khong?” Stone hoi, mat khong roi Caleb.

“C6 1& vay. Toi nhd minh ré vao goc phong, kiém chiéc 4o len, va thdy 6ng ta nim & d6. Chaa
o1, t01 gan nhu vap vao nguoi ong ta. To1 nhin thay do1 mat cua Ong ta. Dau oc t01 trong rong. Nguc toi
dau that lai. To1 thay lanh ngud1. To1 nghi minh bi mot con dau tim. Ro1 thi t61 khong con biét gi nira.”

Reuben dit tay 1én vai Caleb. “Nhiéu nguoi ciing ngat di gidng nhu anh khi 14m vao tinh hudng

ay.

Milton néi thém, “Quy Tam than Qubc gia ciing cho biét viéc nhin thdy xdc mot nguwoi chét xép
thir hai trong sO nhitng sy kién dau budn nhat ma mot con nguo1 phai trai nghiém.”

Reuben nhuéng may khi nghe 11 binh luan ndy. Ong ndi, “Thé su kién ndo duoc xép thir nhat?
Bat gdp vo minh ¢ trén giuong voi mot con khi dang cam mot lon d6 hop Cheez Whiz hét han dung
chang?”

“Anh c6 biét 16 DeHaven khong?” Stone hoi Caleb.

“C6 chir. That 1a tham thuong. Ong ta rat manh khoe, vi vira méi kiém tra strc khoe tim mach &



bénh vién Hopkins. Nhung t61 nghi ai cling co thé bi 1én con dau tim dot ngot hét.”
“Co phai 1a con dau tim khong?” Stone hoi.
Caleb trong c6 vé khong chic chan 1am, “Chtr c6 thé 1a cai gi? Hay 1a bi dot quy?”

“Theo théng ké, c¢6 1& con dau tim 13 hop 1y nhit,” Milton thém vao, “Né 1a nguyén nhan hang
dau dan dén nhitng cai chét dot ngdt & nude ta. That sy thi bat cir ai trong s6 ching ta cling c6 thé guc
xuong vao bat ctr lic nao va chét trude khi ngd xuong dat.”

“Khon kiép,” Caleb van lai, “Milton, anh c6 can phai hoan hi kiéu khdn nan dén thé khong ha?”

“Cho dén khi c6 két qua giai phau tir thi, ta chi ¢ thé suy xét nhu vy thoi,” Stone chi ra van dé,
“Nhung anh khong thay bat cir ai vao khu vuc dé sach dung khong?”

Caleb nhin thing vao mit Stone, “Khong.”

“Nhung anh ngét di kha nhanh, c6 18 anh khong dé y rang c6 ai d6 & dau d6 trong tang bon thi
sao?”

“Oliver, khong thé vao phong doc sach 4y néu khong quét thé tir. Va c6 mdt camera ngay phia
trudce cua chinh.”

Stone dam chiéu, “Thir nhat, ngai Chu tich Ha vién bi 4m sat, va bay gid 1a giam ddc Bo phén
sach quy hieém chét trong mdt tinh huong kha 1a bi an.”

Reuben nhin Stone bang anh mat mét moi, “Toi nghi 13 thoi gian nay bon khing bd dang nhim
dén may nguo1 ban sach dao, thé nén anh dung c6 dem cai chuyén nay vao mot am muu to tat khac.
To1 chi ¢6 thé chiu dung moi1 thang mdt tran chieén quyet 1i€t thoi, xin cdm on rat nhicu.”

Stone chdp chdp mait, “Bay gio ta s€ ban van d€ nay cho dén khi ta biét dugc nhiéu hon.”
“To1 cho anh vé nha nhé Caleb,” Reuben noi, “To1 c6 xe mo t0.”

Niém tu hao ctia Reuben 1a chiéc mo t6 san xuat & An D6 nim 1928 d3 dugc “do” lai thém cai
xe thung nho gan vao bén trai xe.

“T6i khong nghi t6i hop voi cai xe ay Reuben &,” Caleb nglmng mot chut rdi ndi thém, “That tinh
cai loait may ky cuc d6 cua anh lam t61 s¢g chét khiép.”

Mbt y ta budc vao, nhét nhiét ké vao tai trai cua Caleb.
“T6i ¢ thé sém vé nha khong?” dng hoi.

Cb6 gai rat nhiét ké ra xem nhiét d6, “Anh gan nhu tré lai binh thudng rdi. VAng, t6i nghi béac si
dang chuan b1 cho anh xuat vién ngay bay gi¢.”

Khi chd 1am thu tuc xut vién, Stone kéo Reuben lai n6i nho.



“Chung ta phai dé mit dén Caleb mot chut.”

“Tai sa0? Anh nghi anh 4y that su bi t6n thuong 4?”

“T6i khong muén anh 4y sé& bi ton thuong.”

“Ong ta chét vi dong mach vanh, Oliver a. Chuyén 4y xay ra hang ngay.”

“Nhung khong thé ndo xay ra voi mot nguoi vira méi duoc kiém tra stre khoe bai bac si Johns
Hopkins va mot tam gidy két luan khong bénh tat dm dau gi.”

“Dugc ro1, vay ong ta bi v& mach mau hodc t€ ngad ro1 bi vd s9. Anh nghe Caleb noi roi day: ga
ta ¢ trong d6 mot minh.”

“Theo Caleb thdy thi 6ng ta chét nhu thé. Nhung Caleb con khong thé khang dinh chic chin co

“Nhung con cai camera an ninh va cai theé tir thi sao?” Reuben phan khang.

“Tat ca nhitng ching ctr d6 c¢6 thé xac nhan rang Jonathan DeHaven & d6 mot minh khi 6ng ta
chét. Nhung khong thé nao chirng minh dugc rang 6ng ta khong phai bi giét.”

“Thdi ndo, ai ma lai thi hin mot tén tha thu?”’ Reuben hoi.

“Ai ciing c6 ké thi. Cai khac biét duy nhét 1a dbi v6i mot vai dira, anh phai nhin that k§ mgi tim
ra ching.”



Chuwong 8

“Co thay gi khong?” Leo Ritcher ndi vao may bd dam sau khi bam sb trén ban phim. Ga dang
ngdi trong xe hoi dau phia trudc mdt may ATM ¢ Beverly Hills. Trong mdt chiéc xe tai dd phia bén
kia duong, Tony Wallace, gan ddy vira méi 1am chin ban hang pham t0i trong cira hang cao cap, kiém
tra man hinh video truéc mat, “Tuyét. Toi thdy rd timg ngodn tay anh nhip md s6 PIN ludn. Va ciing
thay mit thé vira duoc nhip vao may. Voi ché do phong to va dung hinh nay t6i c6 thé doc dugc moi
thar.”

Pém hém trude miy gi da doi cai hop kim loai gin bén hong thing ATM dé dyng miy to budm
ctia ngAn hang bang cai hop do Tony sang ché. Trudc d6 gi ndy dd dn cap mdt cai hop & mét may ATM
khac va tao nén mot bao sao dung nhu thé tai gara trong cin nha Annabelle thué cho ca bon . Trong
cai hop gia d6 Tony dit mot chiéc may quay phim khong day hudng thang vé phia ban phim va khe
nhan thé cia may ATM. Cai camera c6 thé giri hinh anh xa khoang 200 m, chiéc xe tai cling dau trong
pham vi do.

Pé du phong, miy gi con dat thém mot may quét ap phia ngoai khe nhin thé. Cai may gia do
hoan hao dén ndi chinh Annabelle ciing khong thé tim ra bat ctr diéu gi khong binh thuong trén day.
Thiét bi nay ghi lai tat ca cac con s6 trén mit thé bao gém mi sb nhin dang dap trén thanh tir tinh, va
chuyén thang dén nguoi nhan trong chiée xe tai bang cong nghé khong day.

Annabelle dang ngdi bén canh Tony. Ddi dién 1a Freddy Driscoll, ké ban hang Gucci va Rolex
nhai trén cang Santa Monica cho dén khi ga gap Annabelle va Leo. Freddy dang gitt mdt may quay
phim khac chia ra ctra kinh xe tai nga mau.

“To1 da thay ro may chiéc xe chay ngang va bién so cua ching,” ga bao cao.
“DPugc roi, Leo,” Annabelle n61 vao bg dién dam, “Tranh dudong dé€ ‘tién that’ vao di nao.”

“Co biét d6,” Tony ndi, “Chung ta khong thuc su can cai may quay phim ¢ thung ATM dau vi ta
da c6 may quét thé r61 co ma. Nhu the 1a du thura.”

“Viéc chuyén tin tir may quét thé thinh thoang ciing gip su cd,” Annabelle ndi, mit van nhin
chdm chdm vao man hinh trudc mat, “Va khi 1& mat mot con s6 thi cai thé tré thanh vo dung roi. Thém
nita, cai may quay phim cho ta thay nhiéu thong tin con may quét thi khéng. Chung ta chi lam phi vu
nay mot 1an duy nhat. Khong thé dé xay ra tryc tric duge.”

Hon hai ngay ca dam ng01 trong xe tal theo do1 may quay & thung ATM va may quet the ghl lai
thong tin thé va cac khoan tién. Annabelle can thin xem xét cac thong tin véi xe va bién sb xe cua ‘con
mdi’ di ngang qua lan duong dit may ATM, chuyén hét dir liéu vao may vi tinh xach tay va luu trong
mot bang tinh. Annabelle ciling chia danh sach thir ty vu tién. C6 & ndi, “Bugatti Veyron, Sleen, Pagani,



Koenigsegge, Maybach, Porsche Carrera GT va Mercedes SLR McLaren dat tiéu chuan nim sao.
Chiéc Bugatti gia mot tram hai 1am triéu d6la, miy chiéc con lai tir khoang bén tram nghin cho dén bay
tram nghin dola. Roll Royce, Bentley va Aston Martin thudc nhém bdn sao. Jag, BMW va Mercedes
thuong thuoc nhdm ba sao.”

Leo dua, “Thé méy chiéc Saturn, Kia va Yugo?”
Cudi ngdy ca bon trd vé cin nha thué.
“Chuing ta an sb luong hon chat luong,” Annabelle noi, “Chi cin ba mwoi thé 1a da rdi.”

Leo doc so bang tinh. “Tuyé€t, bdi vi ta c6 hai mot chiéc xe nam sao va chin chiéc bon sao, tat
ca déu phu hop v6i so the tin dung cia ho.”

“Chi ¢6 & L.A. anh moi thdy dugc hai chiéc Bugatti Veyron ghé lai cing mot may ATM ma
tho1,” Tony nhan xét, “Mot ngan ma luc, toc do to1 da 250 km/h trong khi gid xang hién thoi la ba dola
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mot gallonu. Y t61 12 ho di dau kiém dugc ngan ay tién dé tiéu vao con xe?”’

“Cling giéng nhu céach ta lam thoi, boc 16t ké khac,” Leo tra 161, “Chi c6 luat phap mdi noi r::ing
cach chung boc 16t 1a hop phap vi mot 1y do nao day.”

“T6i ting cudng lai luat phap va luat phap da thang,” Tony than van. Han nhin Annabelle va
Leo, “Hai ngudi c6 lam chuyén do bao gio chua?”

Leo bat dau xao bd bai, “Ga nay vui tinh nhi?”
“Nay, ¢6 luu ludn bién sb xe lam gi vay?” Tony hoi.
“Anh dau c6 biét khi ndo minh s& that sy can dén nd,” Annabelle lo dang tra 1o1.

Annabelle nhin Freddy sap xép vai thtr thiét bi bay ra trén chiéc ban 16n trong phong khach. C6
ca mot tap thé tin dung trang va mot may in nhuom bang nhiét.

“Anh c6 dt nhitng thir minh can chua?” C6 4 hoi.
Ga gat dau, nhin lai déng dung cu v&1 vé mat hai 1ong trong khi tay chai mai téc béng bénh cua
minh. Annabelle a, co dang van hanh mot c6 may kinh doanh hang nhat day.

Ba ngay sau Freddy lam dugc ba muoi thé tin dung gia, vé1 mau sic, day tur tinh chira ma nhén
dang & mat sau thé, dap ndi tén clia ‘nan nhan’ va sd tai khoan & mit trudc thé. Cong doan cudi cung la
ki thuat tao anh ba chiéu, mot phuong thirc dé dam bao an toan ma cac ngan hang str dung ké tir thap
nién 80. Sy khic biét 14 nhitng hinh 4nh ba chiéu that déu dugc in chim trén thé con nhing cai dém chi
duoc in trén bé mit thé ma thoi, diéu ndy thi mot chiéc may ATM chang thé phan biét dugc.

“Co c6 thé mua tat ca cac s6 thé tin dung nay trén internet,” Tony chi ra, “P6 13 noi bon chuyén
nghiép hay lui t61.”

Annabelle tra 161, “T61 dam bao v&i anh rang khong c6 cai thé nao trong s6 thé mua ‘nong’ do



thudc vé mot thé“mg cha nao chay chiéc Bugatti hét, hoa hodn néu c6 thi do an may thoi.”

Leo ngung x40 dong bai va cham thudc hut, “Co thé cai thang chuyén nghiép ndi vo1 ciu diéu
do6, mudn cau khong theé 1am an thong minh hon d€ canh tranh vé&i han day, cau trai tré a.”

Tony churi thé, “T6i ¢ ngu dén thé khong ha?”

“Q, ¢6 cht,” Annabelle ndi, “Pugc 16i, ké hoach day.” Co a ngé)i trén phﬁn tay dua cua mot
chiéc ghé banh, “T6i sé& thué sau chiéc xe cho tat ca chiing ta bang chirg minh thu gia. Ba ngudi mdi
ngudi gitr tim thé tin dung, riéng i 1dy sau theé, tong cong 1a ba muoi thé. Mdi ngudi dén bon muoi
may ATM & khu vyc trung tim va thyc hién mdi 1an hai giao dich. Cac anh s& luan phién str dung tam
thé tin dung 46 & mdi may ATM, dé cudi cing mdi ngudi s& truy cap mot tai khoan duoc mudi lan.”

“T6i ¢6 danh sach tat ca cac may ATM day. Va t6i ciing dd chuan bi danh sach riéng cho tirng
ngudi. Tat ca déu 1a cac may niam ké nhau, hau nhu khong xa 1am. Tat ca déu phai nguy trang vi chd
may ATM co6 trang bi may quay phim. To1 cling soan san trang phuc cho cac anh r61.”

“Nhung c6 gidi han sd tién chung ta duoc rat tir mot tai khoan trong mot ngay,” Freddy noi, “Dé
chong tinh trang thé bi danh cap rat qua nhiéu tién.”

Annabelle noi, “Vo1 mirc ma ching ta phai dat duogec, chic chén 13 phai c6 gid1 han roi. Mot
ngudi chay chiée xe bay tram nghin dola s& khong thich tai khoan ATM ctia minh bj gii han & con s6
ba tram d6la ddu. Nguoi quen ¢ ngan hang cho t6i biét rang thudng thi 1an rat dau tién 13 hai trim nim
muoi dola. Nhung ngoai ra, thé gia cho ching ta truy cip vao tit ca cac dir liéu khac gom céc tai
khoan, tién tiét kiém va kiém tra tai khoan. Néu ta ky quy tir s6 tién tiét kiém nhiéu hon s tién thyc rat
ra, thi may ATM s& tinh 14i thue thanh s tién phy troi va s& goi thém vao dinh mirc rat tién do6.”

“Vay néu ta ky quy so tién nim nghin dola tir tai khoan tiét kiém khi kiém tra va rat bon nghin
dola, n6 s€ khong tinh s6 tién thyc 1inh tir viéc kiém tra tai khoan,” Leo thém vao.

“Pung thé.”
“C0 co chac khong?” Tony hoi.

“Thang trudc t6i da 1am nhu thé v&i mudi ngan hang 16n, va 1an ndo ciing thanh cong. D6 1a 15i
khong dong bo cua phan mém ma ho chua quan tam dén. Cho td1 khi ho tim hiéu va stra 101 thi ta cling
kiém duoc bon tién r61.”

Leo mim cuo1i ro1 ti€p tuc xao bai, “Sau vu t6 chirc nay, to1 ca 1a ho s€ chu trong hon dén viéc
khac phuc diém yeu nay.”

“Tai sao khong thuc hién tam giao dich & mbi may ATM, mdi lan ting thé mot?” Tony dé nghi,
“Nhu thé ta s€ khong phai dung cham qué nhi€u ngan hang.”

“Boi vi nguoi ta s& nghi ngo khi thy anh dat tam chiéc thé vao mdt khe nhan thé trong khi moi
ngudi dang xép hang chd ding sau anh,” Annabelle n6i v6i giong diéu mat kién nhan, “Véi hai thé tin
dung, chi c6 vé nhu may bi 161 va anh dang dut the tré lai.”



“A, mot gi t0i pham tré tudi, qua uwong budng va thiéu kinh nghiém,” Leo cau nhau.

Annabelle du’a cho mdi ngudi ba cudn sb tay, “Trong do ghi day da s6 PIN cua mdi thé, Va sO
tién chinh xac ¢ mdi may ATM cac anh s€ chuyen khoan dé ky quy roi sau d6 rat tién mat tir mdi tai
khoan. Sau khi hoan tat, d6t hét cac cudn s6.” Co ta dung day, di dén ngin ti va quang may cai tai len
th6 cho bon ching, “Po hoa trang cua cac anh trong tii, sau do dung tai dé dung tién.” C6 ta lai ngdi
xudng chd cii, “Tdi cho cac anh mudi phat dé hanh dong & mdi ngan hang. Ching ta s& lién tuc lién lac
v6i nhau. Néu c6 chuyén gi la xay ra & mot dia diém, bo chd d6 qua chd ké tiép lién.”

Freddy nhin tong s6 d6la duoc liét ké trong quyén so tay, “Nhung 1§ miy ngudi d6 khong cd qui
tien dé ky quy thi sao? Y t61 1a ngay ca nguoit giau cling thinh thoang bi tling thi€u chir nhi?”

“Ho c0 tién trong tai khoan. To1 da ki€ém tra hét r61,” Annabelle tran an.
“Bang cach nao?”” Tony hoi.

“To1 da got cho cac ngan hang, nd1 rang t01 1a nguoi ban nha va hoi ho c6 du tién trong tai khoan
tiet kiém dé tra cho mon tién nam muoi nghin dola ma ho ng khong.”

“Ro1 ho ndi cho co biét a?” Tony hoi ti€p.
“Ho luon no1 cho anh biét, cau trai a,” Leo tra 101, “Chi can anh biét cach hoi thoi.”

Annabelle néi. “Subt hai ngay qua t6i di viéng nha tit ca cac ‘con moi’. Theo tdi thdy, nha nao
cling tri gia it nhat ndm tri¢u dola hét. Co hai chiéc Saleen nam trong mdt bi¢t thy nita co. Tién phai &
doé chu.”

“C0 dén coi nha tat ca bon ho u?” Tony lai hoi.
“Nhu quy c¢6 da no1 voi anh, bién so xe cling c6 1ic can thi€t,” Leo nhan manh.

“Téng s6 tién s& rat 1a chin trdim nghin ddla, trung binh mdi thé rat dugc ba muoi nghin ddla,”
Annabelle néi tiép, “Tat ca cac ngan hang ching ta dung vao déu tong két sb tién thuc linh trong cac
tai khoan ATM ctia ho vao nira dém. Ta s& phai hoan tt sém hon thoi gian d6.” C6 nhin Tony, “Va néu
trong truomg hop ai d6 nay sinh ¥ dd bét xén va giau riéng thi 1an ké tiép s& dén gap doi sb tién ching
ta ‘xody’ dugc tir phi vu nay.”

“Nay,” Tony n6i v6i giong bi xic pham, tay cao cao bd toc dugce tao mau ctia minh, “Chuyén
ndy vui day.”

“Chi vui néu anh khong bi tom th6i,” Annabelle noi.
“Vay co c6 bao gio b1 tom chua?” Tony lai hoi.

Deé tra 101, Annabelle no1 vd1 Tony, “Sao anh khong doc cuon s6 tay cua minh dé chac chan minh
s€ khong pham bat ctr sai lam nao?”

“Chi 12 miy cai may ATM vit vanh. Toi s& lam duoc dé dang théi.”



“Pay khong phai 12 16 thinh cu,” Annabelle danh giong rdi budc ra khoi phong.

“Anh nghe c6 éy noi rdi do, cau trai,” Leo noi, rat co géng giéu ny cuo1 toét méng cua minh.
Tony 1am bam gi d6 trong hong va khénh khang ra khoi phong.

“Co6 ta thuc hién mo1 thir cin than theo ding nhu ké hoach, phai vay khong?”’

“Chur anh khong mudn thie hién v6i mét nhom 18n ké hoach dang hoang a?” Leo vt lai.
“Cotalaai?”

“Annabelle,” Leo tra 101 nhat girng,

“T6i biét rdi, nhung ho gi ha? To6i ngac nhién rang trudc day chua bao gid cham mat vdi ¢o ta.
G161 ltra dao thi cling kha nho hep.”

“Néu c6 ta mudn anh biét, c6 ta da bao cho anh biét tir 1au rdi.”

Freddy noi, “Thoi ma Leo, anh biét vé tat ca chiing t6i. Con t6i thi cir suy doan 10ng vong, Toi
khong hoi gi thém dau.”

Leo ngdm nghi roi ha giong noi, “Dugc roi, anh phai thé anh s& dem chuyén nay Xuéng md nhé.
Va néu anh no61 vo1 co ta 1a t61 ké cho anh nghe, t61 s€ choi ro1 to1 s€ giét anh. To1 no61 nghiém tic
day.” Han ngung lai cho Freddy thé thot xong.

“Tén c0 ta la Annabelle Conroy,” Leo noi.

“Paddy Conroy sao?” Freddy noi ngay, “T6i d4 nghe tiéng tim ong ta. Toi cho rang ho c6 quan
h¢ ho hang.”

Leo git dau, van guI glong that thip, “Con gai 6ng ta ddy. Nhung d6 13 mot bi mit dugc gidu
kin. Moi nguoi khong hé biét rang Paddy c6 mot dira con. Ong ta thinh thoang néi voi moi ngudi co ta
la vg minh. Kha 1a ky quac, nhung d6 1a Paddy.”

“To1 chua bao gio ¢6 vinh dy dugc tham gia vo1 Ong ta,” Freddy noi thém.

“U, nay, t0i da c6 dip lam viéc voi Paddy Conroy gia. Ong ta 13 mot trong nhiing tay lira dao
gioi nhat trong thé hé ciia 6ng. Va ciing 1a mot trong nhitng ké chét tiét nhat,” Leo ngodi nhin vé hudng
Annabelle va Tony da roi khoi phong, hin ha giong thip hon nita, “Anh c6 thiy vét seo dudi mat phai
ctia cb ta khong? Cha gia Ay gdy ra d6. CO ta nhin hinh phat d6 khi 1am ‘th6i bay’ s6 tién lira bip ltc
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ho dang gi¢ chi€u & cac song bac Roulette tai Vegas, c0 ta cugc hét vao s6 muoi 1am, ai ngo ra
sO hai mot. Mat cua cha gia ba nghin dola, va bi mdt tran don nhur tr. Ma khong chi c6 mét lan dau
nhé.”

“Chét tiét that,” Freddy vang tuc, “Con gai rudt cta 6ng ta d6 sao?”



Leo git dau, “Annabelle chua bao gid hé ring vé chuyén ndy. Toi nghe tir mdt ngudn khac day.”
“Vay luc d6 anh dang lam cho ho a?”

“Um, cho cha gia Paddy va ba vo Tammy. Luc d6 ho c6 phi vu 1am n 101 ldm. Paddy day t6i
tro ‘bai ba 14’. Chi c6 di€u Annabelle 1a mot tay bac bip gio1 hon cha gia ay nghi.”

“Sao vay?” Freddy hoi.

“Vi ¢0 ta c6 mot pham chat ma Paddy khong bao gid co. Sy cong bang. Co ta thira hudng tir me
cua minh. Tammy Conroy 1a mot nguo1 ngay thang, it nhat 1a do1 véi mot tén lira ddo.”

“Cong bang a2 Pham chét la lung d6i voi bon ngudi nhu chung ta,” Freddy nhan dinh.

Leo noi, “Paddy ludn 1anh dao nhom bip cta minh bé“mg cach lam cho dan em so hai. Con con
g4i 6ng ta thi 13nh dao bang su chuan bi ki cang va bang ning luc cia minh. Ma ¢6 ta s& chang lira anh
bao gio. T6i dém khong xué nhirng 1an Paddy chudn mit ciing v&i ca mé hang mdi cudm duge. Cudi
cung cha gia d6 chi ¢6 nude 1am an mdt minh. Khong ai mudn tham gia vao cac phi vu ctia Paddy nita.
Khdn nan, ngay ca Tammy cudi cting ciing bo cha dé, toi nghe noi thé.”

Freddy van im ling, & rang 1a dang dé cho nhirng 101 ké ndy gid lang xubng, “Con gi 1ién quan
dén nhom ltra bip nay khong?”
Leo lac dau, “Co ta thu thip moi ngudi. Toi chi 1am & ddy véi ¢o ta thoi.”

Khi Freddy va Leo di vao bép dé pha chut ca phé, Tony lén ra ctra khac. G3 bé quén cudn so tay
trong phong va quay lai vira dung lic dé nghe trom ca doan hoi thoai. Mim cuo1. Tony yéu thich nhitng
gi nguo1 ta khong nghi rang ga biét.



Chuong 9

Phi vu thu dugc hon chin trim nghin déla boi vi Tony qua tham lam rat thém tién & may ATM.
“Thang ngu d6 s& lam gi co chi, ban chiéc Pagani ctia nd ching?” gi ndi canh khoe.

“Pirng ¢6 1am thé thém modt 1an ndo nira,” Annabelle nghiém giong khi ca bon ngdi 4n sang trong
can nha md1 thué cach can nha cli ndim dam. Trong khi d6 c¢én nha cti dugc lau don can than dé phong
truong hop bon canh sat viéng thim. Tat ca nhitng chiéc Hert sir dung dé trom tién tir ba muoi tai
khoan da dugc tra lai hét. Méy bo qu?m 4o cai trang dugc vut rai rdc ¢ cac bai rac ngoai 0. Tién duoc
dé trong bon két sat nho ma Annabelle d3 thué tir trude. Cudn phim quay tai may ATM va cac hd so
luu trong may vi tinh ciing bi x6a sach, con cac cudn s tay bi dbt hét.

“Thé phan du mudi nghin dola thi sao?” Tony phan nan, “L& ra ta dd c6 thé chém dugc nhiéu
tién hon.”

Annabelle tré mdt ngon tay vao nguc g, “Pay khong phai 13 chuyén tién nong. Khi t6i vach mot
ké hoach, anh phai thuc hién dung nhu thé. Bang khéng thi t6i chang thé tin twéng anh nita. Va mot khi
anh khong dang tin, anh khong thé nao & lai nhém nay dugc. Ping 1am t6i phai thdy héi tiéc vi da chon
anh gia nhip vao nhom chung t6i, Tony a.” C6 ta nhin chdm chiam khién gd khong dam ngang mit 1én
nhin minh nira ma quay sang nhitrng dtra khac.

“DPugc roi, ta xem lai giai doan hai nhé.” Co ta lai nhin Tony. “Pay 1a vu Itra ddo truc di¢n. Néu
cac anh khong theo ding hudng dan va lam ding muyc tiéu, cac anh s€ vao tu boi vi sai s cho phép la
zero.”

Tony ngoi lai, trong mit c6 vé khong hio himg nhu hin ¢6 to ra.

A néi tiép, “Anh biét d6 Tony, khong c6 gi hay hon viéc nhin tryc ti€p vao mat mot muc tiéu roi
‘can dong do dém’ han ta va ca ban than minh nira.”

“T6i On ma.”

“Anh ¢6 chic khong? Vi néu anh ¢ van dé voi chuyén 4y, toi phai dugc biét ngay luc nay.”
Ga bon chdn nhin nhirng dtra khéc, “Tdi chang c¢6 van dé gi ca.”

“T6t. Chung ta 1én dudng dén San Francisco.”

“Cé gi ¢ d6 vay?” Freddy hoi.

“Nguoi dua thu,” Annabelle tra 101.



Dam nguot mat sau tiéng di xe dén San Francisco, Leo va Annabelle mot xe, Tony va Freddy
chung chiéc con lai. Ca bon ky hop dong thué mot chung cu & ria thanh phd ¢ thé nhin thdy cau Cong
vang trong hai tudn. Bon ngay sau d6 chung thay phién nhau dit may theo ddi mot khu vin phong phirc
hop ¢ khu vuc ngoai thanh. Ca d¢am theo dbi viéc chuyén cac thung thu & ngoai troi, ma thuong thi day
ap cung voi hang chong thu dung sat bén mot cong-ten-no 1én chit hang. Ny ndo ngudi dua thu ciing
dén 6 cira s6 phu vao khoang 5 gio dén 5 gior 15.

Vio ngay thtr nim, ding 4 gio 30, Leo an mic nhu mot nguoi dua thu, 14i chiée xe tai buu dién
ma Annabelle di thué duoc ¢ phia nam thanh phd dén bén canh thing d6. Chd cho thué nay chuyén
cung cip du th tir xe boc thép dén xe ciru thwong phuc vu cho nhirng muc dich md am. T trén chiée
xe thué dau phia kia dudng, Annabelle quan sat Leo tién vé chiéc xe tai. Tony va Freddy duoc bd tri ¢
ngay 16i vao khu phurc hop. Hai ga s€ bao dong cho Leo thong qua tai nghe dé phong truong hop ngum
dua thu that xuat hién trude 5 gio. Leo chi 1dy chong thu’ dé ngoai vi gi ta khong co chia khoa dé mo
hop. Ga c6 thé pha khoa dé dang nhung Annabelle cho rang viéc day khong can thiét va tiém an nguy
co ¢ ngudi trong thiy.

Cb ta noi, “May thir nam trén dat hay tran ra ngoai hop ciing nhiéu 1am roi.”

Khi Leo mang ddng thu vao xe tai, giong Annabelle vang vang trong tai nghe.

“MOot nguoi co ve 1a thu ky dang chay lai phia anh vé1 mét vai 1a thu kia.”

“R3,” Leo thi tham. Gi quay lai d6i dién voi ngudi phu nit, ¢6 ta trong rat thit vong.

“Q, Charlie daurdi?” c6 héi.

Charlie, nguoi dua thu thuong nhat, cao rao va dep trai.

“T(t)i chi gitp Charlie mQt phﬁn chg viéc vi hom nay l’lhiél‘l thu tr qua,” Leo lich su noi1, “Cho
nén t01 dén day sém mot ti.” Han nhin xap thu trén tay c6 nang, roi chia gio thu cua minh ra, “Co tién
tay bo vao day luon cling dugc.”

“Cam on anh. Ti nay 13 ngdy phat bang lwong ddy. Bang luong trong may 14 thu d6.”

“Thé a? U, vay t6i s& can than hon véi xap thu ndy.” Han mim cuoi va tiép tuc thu gom miy xap
thu trong khi nguo1 phu nit tré vé van phong cua minh.



Quay lai chung cu, ca bon nhanh chong kiém tra dng thu, tach riéng thu van co thé st dung
dugc trong s6 nhitng 14 thu khong phu hgp muc tiéu. D61 voi thu khong stir dung dugce, Annabelle bao
Tony dem giri vao thung thu cudi goc phd. Chong thu con lai duoc Annabelle va Freddy nghién ngdm
k¥ ludng.

Khi Tony tré' vé, ga noi, “MAy nguoi tra xap séc nhan luong lai thung thu dé 1am gi?”

“Béang luzong va nhitng tim séc c6 thé nhan luong tir tai khoan khong hitu dung voi chung ta,”
Freddy tra 101 bang sy tir tin ctia mot chuyen gia, “Day so an toan trén may thtr d6 dugc in bang muc
roi dung tia la-ze ‘khéa’ lai nén ta khong thé thay doi so tién c6 san trén do.”

“Chang co gia tri voi ta,” Leo noi, “Do 1a s6 séc chuyén thing dén nhitng ngud1 ma ho - cac
cong ty - bietro.”

Freedy cam lén mot to séc, “Cai nay moi 1a thir chiing ta can: mot tam séc hoan tién.”
Tony cai, “Nhung loai nay guri cho nhirng ngud1 hoan toan xa la.”

“Chuyén d6 mdi 1a diéu dang ban day ciu trai tré,” Leo no1, “May dat s6 xé-ri an toan 1én may
tam séc dé gui cho nhirng nguo1 lam an hodc budn ban vo1 may. Va may chang can phai lam diéu do
vO1 may sec gui cho bon ma may chang biét 1a thing nao.”

Annabelle n61 thém, “T61 chon khu phirc hop van phong do boi vi trong d6 1a con s may man
mot tram cong ty dia phuong. Hang nghm tAm séc chay ra khoi nhirng van phong d6 mdi ngay va céc
tai khoan ngan hang ctia ho ‘nap’ day ap tién.”

Nam gio sau Freddy d3 tip hop tit ca tam muoi to séc. “Nhitng to ndy kha sach. Khong c6 dau
nude gia, khong co duong ké dé phong hay miy khung nhan dang.” Ga dem tip séc qua mdt phan
xudng nho ma ga da dung 1én trong mot can phong cua ngdi nha thué nay. Véi su gitp do cua bon con
lai, gd dan bang keo Scbt-len 1én dong chit ky, mat trude va mat sau cua tirng to séc, dat tat ca vao
mot cai chiao nudng banh va d6 nude ty son mong tay 1én. Chat acetone c6 trong nudc tay son nhanh
chong 1am bién mat moi thir trén cac tAm séc, trir nhitng chi tiét viét bang muc nguyén chat. Sau d6 ca
bon thio hét miy miéng bang keo dan d¢ trén dong chit ky, nhitng gi can thiét con lai 13 tdm muoi tam
séc trong co chit ky cua giam ddc diéu hanh hodc giam dbc tai chinh ciia cac cong ty.

“Pa tirng co thang nao do chot tro ban nay vaéi tai khoan cua tao,” Leo noi.
“Ro1 ong lam gi?”” Tony hoi.

“Truy cho ra thing 6 chr sao. Dan nghiép du, 1am cho vui thoi, nhung van ctr 1am tao ndi dda.

Thé la tao déi dia chi, n6 lam sai hét miy tam hoa don, cudi cfmg né bi miy thiang chu no truy dudi rdo

riét sudt may nim. Y tao Ia rnay chuyen Itra bip nay phai dé bon dan chuyén nghlep lam.” Leo nhin
i, “Tao da co thé ludc cai thang ay toi bén ludn ay chir, 1am gia ching minh thu, tat tin tat moi thr.”



“Vay sao ong khong lam?”’

“Tao ¢6 cai tim,” Leo gam g.

Freddy xen vao, “Sau khi phoi kho, to1 s€ lam lai b xé-ri géc cua Cuc du trit Lién bang.”
“La céi gi?”

“May co chic may la mot tén bip bom khong ha?” Leo hoi voi giong ché giéu.

Tony ca than, “S¢ truong cua t01 1a may vi tinh va internet, chr khong phai nuéc son mong tay.
To1 1a mdt tén bip the ky hai muoi mot. To1 khong lam viée voi giay to van ban.”

“Hoan ho!” Leo ddp lai.

Annabelle cAm 1én mot to séc, “Pay 1a s xé-ri gdc cta Cuc du trit Lién bang,” ¢6 ta chi vao
hai s6 dau tién trong diy s nam & cudi to séc, “Né cho ngan hang biét to séc dugce ky gui vao ngan
hang hdi doai noi ma ngudi nhan s& dén linh. Ngan hang hdi doai New York sb 2-1, San Francisco 1a
1-2. Vi du nhu mdt cong ty co tru s& & New York st dung séc duoc phat hanh tir mot ngdn hang & New
York thudng c6 s6 goc ciia New York trén to séc. Vi chiing ta s& diung cac to séc & ddy nén Freddy sé
chuyén hét cac sb xé-ri gbc trén thanh sé ctia New York. Lam cach d6 céc cong ty s& ton nhiéu thoi
gian hon dé thu céac to sée lai va nhan ra ching bi thay doi roi.”

Annabelle néi thém, “Va quan trong hon, day déu Ia nhung cong ty 1on Tuon dé tién trong tai
khoan dt dé chi tra nhu’ng lai khong thém dung bat ctr bién phap kiém soat tién mit nao hét. Thé nén c6
nhirng td séc sai tron 14n trong déng séc that cling khong bi cht ¥ cho dén khi bon ho nhan dugc ban in
toan bo s tién nhap va xuat & tai khoan clia ching vao cudi thang. Hom nay 1a ngiy mong nim, co
nghia 13 ta con gin mot thang trudc khi bon cong ty co thé phat hién ra bat ctr sy bat thuong nio.
Nhung t6i lac d6 thi ching ta da bién tir 1au roi.”

“Nhung néu nhan vién ngan hang nhin to séc va thay so xé-ri goc bi sai thi sao?”” Tony hoi.

“Tao ca la may chua bao gio cot may chuong trinh TV, phai khong ha?” Leo hoi lai, “Cai
chuong trinh gi ma may thang phéng vién diéu tra chay xoat vao ngan hang voi to' séc da bi gach x0a,
‘Dung d01 chuyén thanh t1en cho tdi nhé, t6i 14 t& séc gia né, dd dan don.” Ay thé ma tén dan don van
ctr d6i tAm séc d6 thanh tién mat.”

Annabelle no1, “To1 chua bao gio nghe rang mot nhan vién nao day chu y s6 xé-ri goc trén mot
to séc ca. Tru phi cho nhan vién d6 mot 1y do dé nghi ngo, ho s€ khong quan tam dén chi tiét do dau.”

Khi dong séc da kho, Freddy quét chiing vao mdy tinh xach tay ctia minh. Sau gio sau gi di xong
tdm muo1 to séc voi tong gia tri khoang hon hai ty dola.

Annabelle vudt ngon tay xudng ria ring cua cia mot to séc, mot yéu td thong thudng cho biét to
séc ¢ hop phap hay khong, dit sé tién va tén nguoi dwegc trd tién trén dy thi khéng hop phdp. Co ta
liéc mat nhin nhitng ké kia, “Gid dén mit ‘con nguoi’ cta trd bip. Pén luc di chuyén d6i miy to séc
gia roi day.”



“Phan yéu thich nhit ctia t6i ddy,” Leo hdo hirc n6i khi gi dn xong mot cai sandwich kep thit va
cO thém mot ngum bia.



Chuong 10

Ca bon quyét dinh rang Annabelle va Leo s& tudn s6 séc da thay xé-ri dau tién trong khi Tony thi
quan sat Leo thue hién nhu thé nio. Annabelle, Leo va Tony mbi ké cAm mdt xap gidy to chirng minh
thu ma Freddy da lam trudc. S6 chirg minh thu nay, hodc 1a tring voi tén ngudi linh tién trong tam
séc hodc 1a gidy ty quyén cho biét ho 1a nhan vién ciia cong ty phat hanh séc. Annabelle bit Leo va
Tony mdi 1an chi dugc mang mot chirmg minh thu theo ngudi. Vi trong trudng hop hanh dong bi phat
hién, s& kh6 ma chdi khi trong ti co dén tAm céi tén va biét hiéu.

Nhiéu séc duoc chuyén cho cé nhan, khong ¢6 cai ndo trén mudi nghin dola nén khong can to
khai cta Cuc thué Noi dia. Vi han ché d6 ma ho sé& phai tudn nhiéu séc chuyén cho ca nhan dé dat
dugc mirc hon hai triéu déla nhu d3 dé ra. Do d6 sb nguoi linh tién trén s sée con lai 1a cac doanh
nghiép 40 ma Annabelle di tao tai khoan & nhitng ngan hang khac nhau. Céc to séc cta cong ty c6 thé
rut dugc trén muoi nghin doéla ma khong dung cham dén tién 13i tir to khai cta Cuc thué Noi dia.
Nhung vurdng mic & day 1a khong co ngan hang ndo ddi tién mit cho mot tim séc cong ty ca. Toan bd
s6 tién s& phai giri trong tai khoan. Vi 1y do d6 ma vai thang nay Annabelle dd phai ky quy rat ra roi
glri vao nhirng tai khoan moi tao ndy, dé hinh thanh bang theo ddi. C6 a biét rd rang ngén hang nghi
ngd khi nhitng tai khoan mi tinh tu nhién nhin duoc hang dong tién mit chuyén khoan vao - d6 chi c6
thé 1a tién bat chinh giri vao ngan hang dé che gidu gdc tich.

Sudt hai ngdy troi Annabelle va Leo thir thich Tony bang moi chudng ngai c6 thé gi s& phai d6i
mit khi chuyén ddi séc. Ho 1an luot dong vai nhan vién ngan hang, quan 1y, nhin vién an ninh va khach
hang. Tony hoc rat nhanh, va cudi ngay thir hai ho tuyén b6 gd da sin sang nhitng budc di chip chitng
dau tién dé tré thanh mot tén bip di chuyén séc gia sau khi gi da quan sat Leo lam vai lan.

Mudi to séc dau tién duge ddi mot cach troi chdy. Annabelle khi toc dé, luc toc vang hoe va lan
thir ba 1a toc ndu den. Thung xe tai trd thanh noi thay do ctia ca bon véi mot chiée ban trang diém va
guong soi. Nhiéu 1an sau, Annabelle va Tony nhdy 1én xe tai roi d6i quin 4o trén dudng dén ngan hang
ké tiép. O vai noi Annabelle deo kinh, chd nay thi deo mot chiéc khin quang cd vong quanh dau, chd
kia thi quan dai, 4o chui dau va mil ludi trai. Cung véi cach trang diém, phuc trang, phu kién va toc
tai, co ta co thé thay doi dién mao va tudi tic nhanh chong. Annabelle chi mang dép thap vi chiéu cao
c& mot mét tim muroi ctia cb s& khong gy chil ¥ nhiéu nhu mot ngudi cing chiéu cao ma con vac thém
d6i gudc cao got. Co ta chang bao gid nhin may camera theo ddi ¢ cic ngan hang, vi ludn biét rd ring
chung dang quay lai vé ngoai hao nhoang cua minh.

Leo thi gia 1a mdt doanh nhan, mdt chan sai viéc cta cong ty nao do, hay mot ngudi nghi huu va
luat su.

Nhitng cudc chuyén trd ctia Annabelle voi nhan vién ngan hang dién ra troi chay ma khong co
bat ctr sy e de nao. Co6 ta luon lam ngudi doi dién véi minh cam thay thodi mai ngay 1ap tic, khi thi



Annabelle ba hoa vé quan 4o, toc tai, khi thi n6i yéu thanh phé xinh dep bén bo vinh nay nhu thé nao,
tham chi no1 y€u ca thoi tiet dang am dam.

V61 nguoi nhan vién ngan hang thir muro1 mot, ¢6 a tam sy, “To1 da lam viéc tu van nay bon nam
r01, va day la so0 ti€n 16n nhat ma nguoi ta chi trd cho t61. To1 da phai 1am viéc cat luc mdi c6 duoc
nod.”

“Chuc murng chi,” nguo1 nhan vién nit noi trong khi dang thyc hién giao dlCh “Bon muoi nghin
dola 1a mét mon tién 16n.” Ngudi nhan vién c6 vé xem xét ki ludng to séc va xap gidy to gia - mot -
cach - hoan - hao ctia Annabelle hoi nhiéu.

Annabelle nhin thdy ngudi phu nir 4y khong mang nhin cudi nhung cd vé nhu da timg deo bai vi
da tay chd deo nhan ay hoi tring hon.

“Chéng cli cua toi bo toi dé chay theo mot phu nit tré dep va don sach tién trong tai khoan cua
to1,” Annabelle ndi trong cay déng. “To1 da phai tao dung lai ca cugc doi minh. Khong dé chut nao.
Nhung t0i s& khong dé gi thoa man, co biét khong? To6i s& nhan phan tién chu cap khdn nan tir gi boi
vi 161 xtng déng s& hitu s tién d6. Va gi s& khong bao gior c6 thé quan thic cude doi t61.”

Ngu’cn phu nit thay d6i thai do ngay, va thi tham, “T6i hiéu chinh xac diéu chi n6i,” vira hoan tit
thu tuc rut tién. “Mu’cn hai nim chung s6ng, va thing chong cii cia t6i quyét dinh ddi t6i dé 14y mot con
ngudi miu méi noi.”

“Co biét khong, t61 udc gi chung ta co thé téng cho bon bdi bac d6 mdt vién thuéc dé huan
luyén lai chung n6.”

“U, toi cling mudn thé. Mot vién thube chira chat doc Xyanua,” nguwo1 nhan vién noi.

Annabelle liéc mét nhin dong gidy to trén quay va ngau nhién néi, “Toi nghi minh s& phai ky quy
mot khoan tién ding khong? Cha 1a t61 dang phai tra ng vai nguo1 chu nha. Toi udc gi minh c6 theé gitr
hét c4 mon tién nay, nhung s6 du lo1 nhuan cua t61 thi chi khoang mud1 phan tram thoi.”

Ngudi nhan vién ngip nging, “A, thu’ong thi s& c6 ky quy mot khoan tién vi loai séc gia tri 16n
ndy.” Co ta nhin Annabelle, mim cudi roi nhin vao may vi tinh, “Nhung tai khoan ma tim séc nay rat
ra thi van con rat nhiéu tién dé bu vao phan d6. Vay dé t6i tu thuc hién ky quy thong qua tai khoan do
cho c0 ludn.”

“Tuy€t qua, cam on chi rat nhiéu.”
“Phu nit chiung ta phai biét dua vao nhau ma viing tién chir.”

’\”

“Vang, ding 13 nhu thé,” Annabelle n6i khi quay lung budc di véi to gidy nhan tién cho thiy
“cong ty” cua minh giau thém bon muoi nghin dola.



Trong ltc d6, Leo chay dua v6i dong séc cua minh, thuong mit hon mudi phut & mdi ngan hang,
Tdc do 1a chia khoa ciia thanh cong, ga ta biét thé. Téc d6 nhung ma khong tiy tién cau tha. Phuong
phap ctia gi 1a dua mot chit, thudng ndi vé nhitng mén tién tiéu ctia minh dé pha bo khéng khi nguong
ngp ban dau v4i nhan vién ngan hang.

“Uédc gi mon tién d6 chuyén vao tai khoan riéng ctia toi,” han ndéi véi mot nhan vién ngan hang
trong b0 dang mot chan sai vt ciia mot cong ty, “Sau do toi co thé tra tién thué nha. C6 noi nao trong
cai thi trAn khon nan ndy ching can ching minh thu dé thué mdt cin nha chi c6 mot phong ngu hay
khong?”

“Tbi chura nghe thdy chuyén d6 bao gio,” ngudi nhan vién to ¥ théng cam.

Leo noi tiép, “Y tdi 1a toi tham chi chang c6 1dy mot cin nha chi c6 mot phong ngu nira 1a. Tt
ca nhitng gi t61 c6 1a can ho du ké mdt cai ghe sofa dé ngu.”

“Ong thé 1a van con may. V&i dong luong nhan vién ngan hang, t6i van con song véi bo me day
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nay.

“Um, nhung toi gia hon chil ¢& ba muoi tudi. Ctr cai kiéu sdng nay, dén lac chi 1anh dao noi
nay thi to1 s€ tr& vé song vo1 ba me cua t61.”

Nguoi thu ngan cudi 16n va dua Leo to hda don dé 1inh ba muoi tim nghin ddla. “Dung tiéu xai
hét so tién nay & mot cho day,” chang trai tré vé nhu qud trach.

“Khoi phai lo,” Leo tra 101, nhét to hoa don vao tui, vira quay got vura huyt séo.

Trua hom d6 bon ho d3 d6i duoc bay muoi hai trong s tam muoi to séc, Tony tham gia doi
muoi to va dan dan cam thay tu tin hon sau moi lan trét lot.

“Chuyén nay dé qua!” Tony tuyen b trong thung xe tai trong lic dang thay do cung vo1 Leo.
Annabelle ding thay d6 phia sau tAim man vat ngang mot phan xe tai. Tony n6i thém, “May thang ngu
ay cu du:ng d6 chip nhan ting to séc. Chung tham chi con khong them nhm xem trén d6 viét gi. Toi
khong biét tai sao khong ai thém quan tim dén viéc cudp nha bang nita.’

Annabelle nho dau 1én khoi phan trén ctia tam man, “Chiing ta con ba t& séc nita. Mdi ngudi mot
to nhé.”

“Va coi chung cai dau ctia may khi budce ra khoi xe tai, Tony,” Leo noi.
“Cot chung cai dau to1, 6ng no1 cai gi vay?”
“Tao noi1 cai dau cua may gio by qua roi, chac ching thé 1ot qua may canh cura nita dau.”

“Ong mic céi chimg gi ma tdi ngay gay kho d& cho t6i ha Leo?”



“Ong ta gay kho d& cho anh boi vi viéc d6i nhitng to séc di thay sé khong hé dé ti nao hét Tony

“Nhung ma dé ddi voi t6i.”

Leo ndi, “Po 13 vi Annabelle da rat khon ngoan khi giao cho may nhitng t& dé nhét.”
Tony xoay lai nhin Annabelle. “Dung vay khong?”

“U,” ¢0 ta tra 101 thang thimg, d6i vai tran nhd 16n khoi tim man.

“T6i ¢6 thé tir lo cho minh,” Tony dép tra, “May nguoi khong can phai chim séc t6i nhu tré so
sinh vay.”

“To1 khong lam diéu éy vi anh,” Annabelle tra 101, “Néu anh bi phat hién, anh s€ kéo theo ca
bon chung t61.” C6 & long mat nhin chong choc vao Tony, 61 diu xuong. “Hon thé nita, ching c6 1y do
gi dé quang d6 qua tam vd1 mot thang bip tai nang. Lot bat cap hai.”

Co ta cli dau xuong dudi tam man. Anh sang bén ngoai yéu 6t chiéu vao kinh xe lam tam vai
gan nhu trong sudt. Tony cr nhin cham cham bong Annabelle cd1 d6 va mac bo khac vao.

Leo danh manh vao xuong sudn gi va gim gir, “Ton trong ngudi khac mot chut di cau nhoc.”
Tony tir tr quay d4u lai nhin hin. “Me kiép,” g4 no1 nhanh.

“Gi char? Chua bao gio thiy dan ba dep coi d6 a?”

“Chua. Y t6i 13, ¢6 chtr,” gd nhin xudng ban tay minh.

“Vay c6 chuyén gi?”

Tony ngude 1€n, “To61 nghi cd ay vira mé1 goi to1 1a mot tén bip tai nang.”



Chuong 11

Pqt d6i séc cudi cung. ‘Tony dtng d6i dién nhan vién ngin hang, qmcf)t phu nir xinh xan nguoi
chau A c6 mai tég der~1 dai cham vai, da mln mang va doi go ma trang diém mau nau nhe. RO rang ga
dang bi ¢6 nang hap dan, Tony dung tua gan hon va dat canh tay 1én quay.

“Co sbéng & day lau chwa?” g hoi.

“Duoc vai thang roi, ti méi chuyén tir Seattle dén.”

“Thoi tiét gidong nhu & day,” Tony chuyén tro.

“Vang,” nguo1 phu nit mim cudi khi dang thue hién giao dich.

“T6i vira mdi chuyén tir Vegas toi day,” Tony néi, “Um, Vegas ciling vui lam.”

“Tb6i chua dén noi dy bao gid.”

“Tro1 dat. Co phai td1 do6 chur. Nhu nguoi ta ndi: cai gi xay ra & Vegas s€ ¢ lai Vegas.” Ga nhin
cO nhu mong do1, “Toi1 rat muodn dan c6 di tham thu noi d6.”

Co gai nhin gi va to vé khong bang 1ong, “Toi tham chi con chua quen biét anh.”
“U, chiing minh chang can phai bat dau tir Vegas dau. C6 thé minh nén hen an trua trudc cai da.”
Cb gai phan doi ngay, “Sao anh biét toi chua c6 ban trai?”

“Dep ruc rd nhu c¢6 em thi han phai ¢6 ro1. Nhung diéu d6 dong nghia vai viée to1 phai ¢ gang
nhiéu hon dé€ 1am c6 em quén di ngudi yéu ctia minh.”

Ngudi phu nit mac cd nhin xuéng, nhung roé1 ¢6 mim cuoi, “Anh dién r61.” Co6 thao tac trén ban
phim, “OK, cho t61 xem chirng minh thu.”

“Chi khi ndo c6 hira c6 s& khong tir chdi khi t6i chinh thirc moi ¢6 di choi.”
Co6 gai nhan chirng minh thu va sugt ngdn tay qua ngon tay cua ga. Ga lai mim cudi véi co.

C6 ludt mat nhin tam chimg minh thu va ¢6 vé ho nghi, “T6i tudng anh néi anh vira méi chuyén
tir Vegas to1 day chu.”

“Pung vay.”

“Nhung trén chirng minh thu ghi anh ¢ bang Arizona ma,” c6 xoay mat thé lai cho ga nhin, “Ma
nguo1 trén hinh cling chang giong anh.”



Khén nan thdt! Ga 15 rit nhAm chimg minh thu. Du Annabelle cin din moi 1an chi nén dem mot
thé chirng minh thoi, han van cit budng binh dem hét. Ga trong hinh toc vang, dé chum rau dé dudi
cam va deo cap kinh giong hét cua c6 tong thong Benjamin Franklin.

“T6i sébng & Arizona nhung lam viéc & Vegas, & d6 gia ca sinh hoat ré hon & Arizona,” gi nhanh
mi¢ng, “Co biet do, to1 da quyet dinh thay d61 phong cach cua minh, nhu¢m téc va deo kinh sat trong
lu6n.”

Ngay khi ga n61 xong miy cau xao nay, ga bi€t la chuyén on roi.

Nguoi nhan vién nhin cham cham vao to séc, ro1 anh mat co ta cang luc cang to ra nghi van,
“Day 1a to séc phat hanh tir mt ngdn hang va mot cong ty cung ¢ California, nhung s6 xé-r1 goc lai la
New York. Sao ky vay?”

“S¢ xé-ri goc a? Toi c6 biét gi dau,” Tony run giong. Tl biéu hién ctia ngudi phu nit, Tony biét
cO ta da nhan ra gd s dung to séc gia. Co ta liec nhanh vé phia cac nhan vién an ninh cua ngan hang
va dat to séc gia cua Tony phia trudc mat minh, “To1 phai goi gidam doc cua to1 ngay bay gio.”

“Chuyén gi xdy ra & day vay?” mdt giong néi nhé nhung lanh lanh. “Thir 16i cho t6i,” tir phia
sau, mOt phu nit khac day Tony qua mdt bén va chiém gilr cho Tony vira mdi diing. Nguoi nay cao va
ho1 miim mim, toc nhudom hoe vang, ngon toc van con den; ba ta deo cap kinh mong c6 nodi day choang
qua c0, van 4o tim quan den.

Ba ta ndi mot canh binh than nhung kién quyét véi ¢ nhan vién phia sau quay, “T6i da dimg doi
¢ day t61 muo1 phut trong khi hai anh chi gi¢ tro chim chudt v&i nhau. Ngan hang nay phuc vu kiéu
nhu vay a? Hay la ching ta kéu gidm doc cua c6 ra day xem c0 lam viéc thé nao nhé?”

C6 nhan vién [oi mot bude, mit mé to ra vé ngac nhién, “Thua ba, to1 xin 101, chi 1a t6i...”

“To1 biet hai nguo1 vra méi lam chuyén gi,” nguot phu nit cudp 101, “To1 nghe thay ma, moi
nguoil trong ngan hang ciling nghe hai nguo1 dang tan tinh nhau r61 con ké 1€ do1 sOng tinh yéu nira
cha.”

C0 nhan vién do6 mat, “Thua ba, chung to1 dau co6 lam chuyén ay.”

Ngudi phu nir dat ca hai tay 1én quiy va nga nguoi vé phia trude, “O, vy sao, chir khi hai
ngudi ndi vé ban trai va Vegas va anh ta ndi ¢ dep bdc lira ¢& ndo, d6 1a cai gi ha? La giao dich
chinh ctia ngan hang phai khong? C6 c6 lam vay voi tt ca khach hang khong? C6 ¢6 mubn ban chuyén
to1 ngl voi ai khong?”

“Thua ba, xin ba, to1...”
“Queén di nhé. To1 cach ngan hang nay ro1,” nguoi phu nit quay budce ra khoi cua.
Tony da bién ro1. Leo ra hiéu cho ga vai gidy sau khi nguoi phu nit khé chiu xuat hién.

Vai phuat sau d6 Annabelle nhap bon trong thung xe tai.



C6 ta ndi véi ra tai xé, “Cho xe chay di, Freddy.” Chiéc xe tai lap tirc 1an banh.

Annabelle giat mai toc gia hoe vang ra roi bo cap kinh vao tai quan. Ké dén cb ta cdi a0 khoac
va quang d6ng ném mut dén quanh phan eo, va quang chung minh vao mit Tony. G chup 14y, xAu hd
va bat dau ca than, “Oi troi o1, bon chiing con giit tim séc.

G4 im bt khi Annabelle cam to séc gap 1am doi trén tay.

“T6i xin 181 Annabelle &, toi that su rat tiée.”

Cb ta nga nguoi gan hon vé phia gi, “Mot 11 khuyén nho nho nay Tony. Pirng tin céng con moi,
nhat la khi anh dang gia dang mot nguwo1 khac.”

Leo thém vao, “Thé nén ching tao méi quyét dinh hd trg may 1an nay.”
“A1 muon vay?” Tony cau co.

Annabelle tra 151, “Bdi vi anh budc ra khoi chiéc xe tai vénh vdo qua. Ma kiéu tu phu ay giét
chét nhirng tén Itra bip day. D6 la mot quy tac anh phai nhd lay.”

“To1 van co thé dén ngan hang khac va doi to séc nay,” Tony nhanh nhau noi.

“Thoi khoi. Chuyén lam an 16n nay thé 1a du roi. Véi lai tim séc nay ching dang dé ta phai mao
hiém dau.”

Tony mudn phan ddi nhung roi gi thu minh lai va khéng néi gi hét.

Leo va Annabelle nhin nhau thé dai nhe nhom.

Hai ngay sau, tai ngdi nha chung cu ma ca bon thué, Leo g0 cura phong Annabelle.
“Gi vay?” co a no1 vo1 ra ngoai cua.

“C0 ranh khong?”

Ga ngdi trén givdng trong khi co ta xép miy bd quan 40 vao tai xach.

“Ba triéu dola,” ga nd1 mot cach cung kinh, “Co biét déy, cO goi sb tién d6 nho chi méy théng
bip déu cho rang day 1a so tién lén. Moi chuyén rat tot dep, Annabelle a.”

“Bat ctr tén bip nao c6 ky ning dang hoang ciing c6 dé kieém dugc mon tién c& do. To1 chi danh



cugc vao d6 hoi nhiéu mot ti thoi.”

“MOt ti 42 Ba triéu dola chia cho bon dtra dau phai 14 it.”

Cb ta liéc nhin g3 bang anh mat bén nhu dao.

“T6i biét, t6i biét rdi, c6 nhan phan chia nhiéu hon vi dy 1a vy 1am in do ¢6 xép dat. Nhung ma
noi that thi to1 co thé song vai ndm xa hoa v4i phan chia cua minh. Tham chi ¢6 thé 1a mot ky nghi ngoi
that su doi voi1 sy nghiép bom bip cua t61.”

“Chua xong ma. Phi vu 16n con tiép dién, Leo a. Do 1a giao keo giita chung ta.”

“Ding, nhung hay nghi lai di.”

Annabelle bo dong quan 4o vao ti xach. “Toi da nghi vé chuyén do roi. Phi vu 16n van con tiép
dién.”

Leo ding day, tay man mé diéu thudc chua dot, “Thoéi dugc roi, nhung con thing nhoc thi sao?”
“Thang nhoc thi sao ha?”

“Co bao rang ching ta tuyén lya toan siéu sao c6 dang cip cho cudc choi ndy. Pén gio thi toi
chang c6 van dé gi voi thing Freddy, tay nghé cua n6 1a s6 mot r61. Con thang nhoc kia gan nhu pha
hong moi thir ta lam. Néu hom ay c6 khong c6 mat kip thoi...”

“Néu toi khong & d6 thi anh ta ciing s& nghi ra dugc cai gi d6 dé tu ciru minh.”

“Vé& van qua! Con nho nhan vién gﬁn nhu 16t mdt dugce nd luén. N6 con dua sai chirng minh thu
gia cho a nita chir. Hay ban vé may hanh dong cua thang ngu ma c6 chon lya ky cang di.”

“Anh chua bao gio sai lam trong cudc doi bac bip cua anh ha Leo? Pé xem nao. Roi, vu Phonix
thi sao? Hay vu Jackson Hole?”

“U, nhung ma toi dau c6 sai 1am véi phi vu nhiéu triéu dola nhu thé ndy dau Annabelle. Khdn
kiép, t61 dau c6 dugc di trén con duong bang phang khi t61 con non not quan ta nhu thang Tony dau.”

“Ganh ti chang gitp duoc gi cho anh hét Leo oi. Ma Tony ciing tu lo cho minh duoc.”

“C6 thé co, ma cling co thé khong. Van dé 1a t61 ca chac rang minh chang mudn c6 mat & do dé
chirng kién thang ay khong tu lo cho n6 duge.”

“Hay dé t6i lo chuyén d6.”

Leo phay tay, “Tuyét qua, cd lo chuyén d6 vi tit ca ching ta.”
“Tbt thoi, toi mirng 13 ta d3 dan xép xong vu niy.”

Leo nhin khip cin phong, hai ban tay dut trong tii quan.
“Con gi nira khong?” Annabelle hoi.



“Um, vu l1am an 16n ké tiép la gi vay?”

“Tbi s& n6i v4i anh khi anh can phai biét. Con ngay luc nay thi anh khong can phai biét dau.”

Leo ngdi phich xudng giuvong, “Tdi dau phai nhan vién Co quan Tinh bao. T6i 1a mot tén bip.
To1 khong tin vao a1 hét.” G2 ngdm nghia ta1 quan 4o cua Annabelle, “Neéu c6 khong mudn ndi cho toi
nghe, t61 déch them di véi co.”

“Anh biét chung ta di thoa thuin réi ma Leo. Anh ma bo ngang thi anh sé& bi xir. Hai phi vu nho
mot phi vu 16n. Nhu da sap xép nhé.”

“U’, a, mot phan clia thda thuan dau c6 ndi t&i viée chim bidm mot thing ngu, cdi thing gan nhu
dua ca bon vo tu dau, thé nén co 1€ ta can phai thuong luong lai, quy c6 nwong a.”

Cb ta nhin gi khinh bi, “Gi cht, anh muén téng tién t6i sau ngan 4y nim quen biét 4? Toi da cho
anh cu lam an tuy€t nhat trong do1 anh.”

“T6i khong can tién nita. T6i mudn biét vu 1am dn 4y, néu khong thi t6i chang di ddu hét.”
Annabelle nging xép dd dé suy nghi, “T6i ndi v6i anh ching ta di dédu thi ¢ 6n khong?”
“Con tuy do6 1a noi nao.”

“Thanh phé Atlantic.”

Leo mit cét khong con giot mau, “Co loan than kinh ha? Cai g, lan trude chua du té hai sao?”
“Ciing 1au 1am roi, Leo a.”

Ga dép lai, “S& chang bao gid du l1au voi tdi ca. Sao ching ta khong 1am cai chuyén dé hon
chang han nhu di phé lang pha x6m?”

“Thanh-phé-At-lan-tic,” Annabelle rit 1én gian dit, nhdn manh tirng tir.
“Sao thé? Vi ong cha gia cua cb 42"
Annabelle khong tra 101.

Leo durng day va tro vao co a, “Toi bi€t co co theé dam bao dugce, Annabelle. Co ma nghi to1 lai
budc xuong cai 10 khon nan do bd1 vi ¢c6 mudn ching to diéu gi day thi ¢6 khong biét Leo Ritcher na
\ y y
ro1.”

“May bay cat canh lic bay gior sang.”
Leo ding d6 bon chdn, nhin déng d6 ctia Annabelle thém may phut nita.
“Chiing ta c6 di vé hang nhat khong ha?” cudi cling gi cét tiéng,

“U, hang nhat. C6 gi khong?”



“Boi vi néu ddy 1a chuyén bay cudi cing cua doi minh, t6i mudn hudng thu thtr dich vu sang
trong nhat.”

“Vtra y anh la duoc 161, Leo.”

Ga budce ra khoi phong con Annabelle tiép tuc thu don dd dac.



Chuwong 12

Caleb Shaw lam viéc trong phong doc Sach Quy Hiém. Co6 vai doc gia quen yéu cau duoc doc
mot sO tai liéu trong khu sach Rosenwald; vi¢c nay phai ¢é sy dong thuan cuia ngudi gidm sat. Tiép
theo Ong danh tho1 gian no1 chuyén dién thoai véi mot giao su dai hoc - ngudi da viét cudn sach noi

vé thu vién riéng cta Jefferson™ ~. Sau d6 Jewell English, nguoi phu nit gia thudng co mit trong
phong doc sach, yéu cau dugc xem ban sach Nhitng tiéu thuyét ré tién ciia Beadle. Ba ta rat thich tha
vo1 loat truyén cua Beadle va ba ta ké cho Caleb nghe rﬁng ba ta c6 mot bd suu tdp kha hay. La mot
quy ba manh dé toc trang nhu cudc va nu cudi thudng truc trén moi, Caleb nghi rang ba ta ciing co
don. Chong ba ta mit cach ddy mudi nim con gia dinh ba ta thi tan tic nhiéu noi trong 1ong nudc My -
ba ta tim su v6i Caleb. D6 13 1y do 6ng ludn bat chuyén voi ba ta khi ba ta dén tham phong doc sach.

“Ba that su rat may mén, ba Jewell a,” Caleb ndi, “Cudn sach vira méi duogc chuyén tr bo phan
d6i thoai t6i day. Can phai dwa né vao danh muc sach.” Ong dua ba 140 cudn sach, tro chuyén véi ba
thém vai phut vé cai chét bat thinh linh cta Jonathan DeHaven r6i quay trd lai ban lam viéc. Ong nhin
ba 140 chdm chdm deo cip kinh day vao va chim chi doc ban sach ci, ghi chép vao Véli td gidy ba
mang theo. Vi nhitng ly do ri€éng nén nglml doc chi dugc mang theo mot cay viét chi va gidy da xé roi
vao phong doc, va tii xach phai dugc kiém tra trude khi ra vé.

Ctra phong bat md, Caleb dwa mit nhin ngudi phu nit vira bude vao. Co ta lam viéc ¢ b phan
hanh chinh. Ong dirng 1€n chao.

“Chao anh, Caleb. Tdi ¢6 tin nhan cho anh tir 6ng Kevin.”
Keven Philips 1a quyén giam ddc, thay thé cho DeHaven sau khi 6ng ta mat.
“Kevin a? Sao 6ng Ay khong goi hay 13 gri thu dién tir cho t61?”

“T6i nghi 6ng ay da cd gang lién lac v6i anh, nhung lic thi may ban ltc thi anh khong nhac may.
Va vi ly do nao d6 ma ong ta khong mudn thu dién tir cho anh.”

“Thé a, hdm nay qua that toi kha ban ron.”

“T6i nghi viéc nay kha khin cap.” C6 ta trao 6ng phong bi thu r6i budc ra. Caleb cam tin nhin
ro1 tré vé ban lam viéc, chot 6ng vap phai tam tham dudi chan ghé, 1am r&t cdp kinh trén ban xuéng
dat va loay hoay thé nao do lai dap v& trong kinh luon.

“Oi troi o1, sao toi vung vé thé nay.” Ong nhin vao phong bi va nhit cip kinh v& 1én. Gid thi ong
chang doc dugc gi sat vi khong c¢o kinh. Ma tin nhan nay thi khan cap theo 161 ngud1 phu nit ban ndy.

“Anh vap tim tham Ay vai 1an roi ddy Caleb a,” ba Jewell nhic nhd 6ng.



“Cam on su quan tam cua ba,” Calen nghién rang tra loi. BAt chot ong nhin ba 1do, “Ba Jewell,
ba co6 thé cho t61 mugn kinh cua ba dé doc tin nhan dugc khong?”

“Mit t6i kém lam. E 1a kinh ciia t6i khong hop voi anh.”

“Xin ba dung lo, mét toi cling bi mo c& éy, it nhat 1a khi n6i dén chuyén doc sach.”
“Hay 14 t6i doc tin nhan gitim anh cho tién?”

“Um, khong duge. Y t6i 13, nd c6 thé... ba biét d6.”

Ba 140 vo tay cai dop va thi thio, “Y anh 13 tin nhan c6 thé 1a tin mat dung khong? Chuyén nay
hoi hop qua.”

Ong liéc nhin to gidy ngay khi ba Jewell dua 6ng cip kinh. Ong deo vao, ngdi xudng ban 1am
viéc va doc tin nhan can than. Kevin Philips yéu cau ong ngay lap tirc dén bd phan hanh chinh vin
phong & tang an toan cua tda nha. Ong chua bao glor dugc tri¢u tap dén van phong hanh chinh trudce
day, it nhat 1a khong phai theo kiéu ndy. Chim cham gap doi to gidy, ong bo vao tai quan.

“Cam on ba Jewell, toi nghi ba véi t6i cting o mo vi t6i nhin rat rd bang cip kinh cta ba.” Ong
trd lai kinh, chuan bi tam ly cho chuyén khong hay va budce di.

O phong hanh chinh ong thiy Kevin Philips dang ngdi v&i mdt ngudi dan éng mic bo complé
mau den dugc gidi thicu 1a luat su cua DeHaven.

“Theo nhitng diéu khoan trong di chuc ctia 6ng DeHaven, 6ng duoc chi dinh 1a nguoi Gy quyén
thu vién sach cua ong ay, thua 6ng Shaw,” nguo1 luat su vira ndi vira trao Caleb mot to gidy, hai chiéc
chia khoa va mot manh giay nho.

“Cai 1on 1a chia khoa nha cua 6ng DeHaven, cai nho 1a chia khoa phong thu vién noi dé€ bo suu
tap sach cua ong ay. Day so dau tién trén miéng gidy la ma s6 hé thong an ninh tai nha 6ng DeHaven.
Dﬁy sO thir hai 1a t6 hgp ma s6 d€ m¢ cira thu vién, thu vién cua Ong ay dugc mé bang ca khoa va ma

’\”

sO.
Caleb do din nhin nhitng thir 6ng vira dugc trao, “Nguoi ty quyén thu vién cta 6ng dy u?”

Philips 1én tiéng, “Pung vay, Caleb a. Theo t6i hiéu thi 6ng da giup 6ng ay bd sung sach cho bd
suu tap cua Ong ay.”

“Vang,” Caleb thtra nhan, “Ong éy c6 du tién va s& thich tinh t& dé c6 mot bo suu tap kha
chuin.”

“Han 6ng ay da rat blet on su gitip do' cua ong,” nguoi luat su noi, “Theo cac diéu khoan trong
di chic, ong dugc toan quyen tiép can bd suu tip cua ong Ay. Nhitng diéu ong can lam 1a kiém ké tat
ca cac cudn sach ctia ong 4y, dinh gia kho sach va chia thanh tirng phan thich hop theo ¥ ctia 6ng va
ban di, sd tién thu dugc & chuyén dén nhiing t6 chirc tir thién d3 duoc chi dinh trong di chuc.”



“Ong ay muon t61 ban bd suu tap cua 6ng ay sao? Con gia dinh 0ng ay thi sao?”

“Cong ty chung t6i dai dién cho dong ho DeHaven nhiéu nim rdi. Ong Ay khong con ba con ho
hang ndo ca,” ngudi luat su tra 101, “Toi nhd rang mot trong nhitng ngudi dong nghiép vé huu cua toi
c6 n6i ong DeHaven d3 tirng két hon nhiéu nam trudce. RS rang cudc hon nhin Ay khong kéo dai dugc
1au.” Nguoi ludt su ding lai, c6 vé nhu dang lyc loi tri nhé ctia minh, “T6i nghi ong Ay ndi rang cudc
hon nhan do bi huy hogi thi phai. Chuyén nay xay ra trudce khi t61 vao lam & cong ty nay. Du sao di
nira, 6ng ay khong co con cai nén s& khong c6 ai doi quyén thira ké. Ong s& duoc hudng mot phan tram
hoa hong tir s6 tién ban sach.”

Philips chen vao, “D6 c6 thé 1a mot s6 tién kha 16n d6 Caleb a.”
“T6i s& lam viéc ndy vi Jonathan ma khong 14y mot dong nao,” Caleb néi nhanh.

Nguoi ludt su tim tim cuoi, “Toi s& gia bd nhu 13 t6i chua hé nghe cau d6. Co vé nhu ong s&
phai 1am nhiéu chuyén hon 6ng nghi day. Vay ong c6 dong y véi so tien hoa hong khong, thua ong?”

Caleb ludng ly roi gat dau, “Vang, t6i dong y. Vi Jonathan.”

“Tét roi. Xin ong ky tén vao day dé ching thuc 6ng di chdp nhan va di nhan chia khoa va ma
s0.” Nguoi luat su didy mot trang tai liéu cho Caleb, 6ng ky t€én mot cach vat va vi khong c6 cap kinh.

Nguoi luat su ket luan lai cong viéc bang cau, “Vay la tram sy nho 6ng.”

Caleb tr& vé phong 1am viéc va nhin chim chim vao hai chiéc chia khoa. Vai phit sau ong
quyét dinh goi Milton, Reuben va Stone. Ong bao v6i hg rang minh khong muon dén nha DeHaven mot
minh. Tat ca déu dong ¥ s€ h) tong ong dém hom do.



Chuong 13

Tbi hém d6 Reuben va Stone dén nha DeHaven trén chiéc mo-t6 An Do, Stone cao ngéng bi
nhét vao cai xe thung. Caleb va Milton chay phia sau trén chiéc Chevy Nova cii k§ mau thi€c véi cai
ong p6 kho tinh. Caleb deo cap kinh dy phong ctia minh, 6ng cho rang t61 nay minh s& phai doc nhiéu
thr.

“DPao mo dugc nhiéu theé,” Reuben vira ndi vira cd1 mil bao hi€ém va kinh bao hd khi 6ng ta nhin
can nha do6 so, “Kha 1a hoanh trang so vd1i s6 tién lwong nha nudc.”

“Jonathan dugc sinh ra trong mot déng tién,” Caleb tra 1oi.

“Chac 1a hay 1am nhi,” Reuben néi, “T61 sinh ra tir rac roi, va cling dang dam dau vao rac roi
vo1 cac anh day.”

Caleb md ctra chinh, tit hé théng bdo dong, va ca bon cung budc vao nha. Ong noi, “To1 da
duogc ong ay dan vao phong thu vién vai 1an. Ta c6 thé xudng tang ham bang thang may.”

“Thang may.” Milton la 1é€n. “T61 ghét thang may.”

“Vay anh di thang bo xubng di,” Caleb khuyén, chi tay vé phia trai, “Cau thang ¢ dang kia.”

Reuben ngdm nhin nhitng thtr ndi thit ¢, nhitng tic pham nghé thut trang nha treo trén tudng va
nhitng tic pham diéu khic theo phong céch co dién trung bay trong cac hdc tudong. Ong chii phin mii
gidy bd 1én tam tham phuong Pong trong phong khach, “Ho ¢6 can quan gia cho dén khi moi chuyén
duoc siap xép 6n thoa khong?”

“Cau tra 101 1a khong,” Caleb noi.
Ho di thang may xudng va gip Milton & phong chd nho.
Céch ctra phong thu vién vitng chic nhu mdt con quai vat 1am bang thép day hon sau tac véi ban

phim vi tinh va mot 16 khoa an toan. Chia khda va ma s6 t6 hgp phai dugc tra va nhap vao cung luc.
Caleb bao vo1 ho, “Jonathan da dan té1 vao phong thu vién nay vai lan roi.”

Cira bat mo tr dong va ho budc vao trong. Can phong rong khoang ba mét, cao gan ba mét va co
vé dai khoang chin mét. Ngay khi ho vira budc vao, anh dén mo chuyén biét tu bat 1€n, cho thay ro
canh quan trong phong.

“Phong ndy chdng ltra va chéng dan. N6 ciing dugc kiém soat nhiét d6 va do am,” Caleb giai
thich. “Pay la di€u bat budc phai lam do1 véi nhitng cudn sach quy hiém, dac biét la trong tang ham,
no1 cac diéu kién nhiét 3o va do am cu tro1 sut.”



Phong thu vién chia thanh nhiéu ké sach. Trén cac ké dﬁy sach, saich mong c6 bia mém va nhiing
vat khac, tham chi d61 v61 nhitng con mat nghiép du thi tat ca nhirng thir nay déu trong c6 vé quy hiém
va co gia tri.

“Chiing ta c6 thé cham vao bat ctr thir nao khéng?”” Milton hoi.

“Tét hon 1a nén dé toi lam,” Caleb tra 10i. “Vai mén rat méong manh dé hong, c6 nhirng cudn
sach chua bao gi¢ nhin thay 4nh sang mat tro1 trén mot the ky ro1.”

“Chét tiét,” Reuben chiri thé, luét tay doc theo phﬁn gay 10 xo cua mot cudn sach. “Ca nhu 13
mot nguoi tu bé nho va ho két an nd - quyén sach - tu chung than vay.”

“Nhin nhan kiéu ay 1a khong coéng bang chut nio Reuben a,” Caleb néi voi giong trach mang,
“Chuang t61 lam viéc ay dé bao v€ nhirng quyén sach cho cac thé h¢ sau con duge thudng thirc chiing.
Jonathan da ton mot khoan tién rat 1on d€ bao quan va cham soc tir t€ nhitng quyén sach nay.”

“Ong ta suu tam loai sach gi vay?” Stone hoi. Ong dang quan sat mot bd sach rat cii co vé nhu
bia dugc cham khac tir g6 soi.

Caleb can than rat quyén sich ma Stone vira n6i dén ra khoi ké sach. “Jonathan c6 mot bd suu
tap hay, nhung chua phal la b0 suu tap tuyet vot, ong ta phal thira nhan diéu do. Tat ca cac bo suu tap
tuy€t voi deu ton mot s tién khong gidi han, hon thé nira, tat ca déu phai c6 mdt tim nhin vé loai sach
ma ho mudn suu tAm va toan tAm toan v theo dudi nd nhu mot ndi 4m anh. N6 duge goi tén 1a bénh mé
sach, ndi 4m anh ‘ém 4i nhat’ trén trai dat nay. TAt ca cac nha suu tip sach déu mic bénh 4y.”

“Anh thir ké vai cuon sach xem,” Stone y€u cau.

“Nhu nhiing tap sach kich ban cua Shakespeare chéng han. Tap dau tién rd rang la hiém nhat,
gdm chin trim trang ctia ba muoi sau vo kich. Khong co bt ctr ban chép tay gbe ndo cua Bard con ton
tai, vi thé cac tap sach trén 1a ndi khao khat khung khiép cta nhitng ngudi suu tam. Tap dau tién duoc
ban & Anh vai nim trude voi gia gan bon triéu bang Anh.”

Milton huyt séo nho nhé va lic dau, “Khoang sau nghin déla mot trang giy, 6i troi dat.”

Caleb ndi tiép, “Roi nhitng tic pham khac nhu 13: William Blake, cudn Principia Mathematica
(Nguyén tic Toan hoc) ctia Newton, vai cudn ctia Caxton, nha in ddu tién ctia Anh quéc. J.P.Morgan c6
trén sau muoi an ban cua nha in Caxton trong bd suu tip ciia ong iy, néu tdi nhd khong 1am. Mot cudn
Mainz Psalter in vao ndm 1457, The Book of St. Albans (Quyén sach ctia Thanh Albans), va tit nhién
13 cudn Kinh thanh Gutenberg. Trén thé gidi chi c6 ba cubn Kinh thdnh Gutenberg mdi toanh dugc
in loai gidy da hao hang nhat duoc biét dén. Thu vién Qudc hdi cé mot cudn. Ba cudn ay 13 vo gid.”

Caleb chuyén anh nhin qua mot chiéc ké khac, “Jonathan s& hitu cudn Divine Comedy (Than
khtic) cua Dante 4n ban ndm 1472, cubn sach s& dugc han hoan chao don & bat ctt bd suu tap hang
nhat ndo. Ong ta con co tap tho Tamerlane cua Edgar Allan Poe, gin nhu tuyét hiém rat kho kiém
dugc. Da c6 mot quyén duoc ban véi gia hai tram nghin d6la cach day khong lau. Danh tiéng cta Poe
gan day da dugc nang 1€n, nén ngay nay cuon d6 phai ¢ gia cao hon trudc nhiéu. Bo suu tap nay con
c6 mdt tuyén tip vo cung dang gia nhirng cudn sach in dau tién (trudc ndm 1500), hau hét 1a tiéng Puc,



nhung ciing ¢ vai cubn tiéng Y, va mot bo nhitng 4n ban tiéu thuyét dwong dai dau tién - rat nhiéu
trong s6 d6 13 ty truyén. Jonathan c6 nhiéu bd suu tip vin minh My va nhiéu ban miu cac bai viét ca
nhan cua cac téng théng Washington, Adams, Jefferson, Frankin, Madison, Hamilton, Lincoln va nhiéu
téng théng khac. Nhu t61 da ndi, day 1a mot bo suu tap hay, nhung van chua phai 1a mot b suu tap vi
dai.”

“Cai d6 1a gi vay?” Reuben chi tay vao mot goc tuong chiéu sang nhd nho & cudi phong.

Ca nhom tu tdp quanh cac vat Reuben chi. Do 1a bire tranh chan dung nho cua mdt nguoi dan Ong
phuc trang tho1 Trung 0.

“T6i chang nhé minh timg thy buc tranh nay trude day,” Caleb noi.
“Ma tai sao lai c6 mot birc tranh treo trong mdt thu vién sach?” Milton hoi thém.

“Va chi ¢6 mot burc tranh duy nhat,” Stone binh luan. “Chang c6 lién quan gi dén bo suu tap ca.”
Ong kiém tra birc chan dung ti mi tir nhiéu goc do khac nhau trude khi dit ngdn tay 1én ria khung tranh
va kéo. Buc tranh bat ra nhu mot canh cura ty dong, dé 16 dang sau 1la mot két sat an toan trong tuong.

“Két sat nam trong két sat,” Stone nodi. “Thir dung mi s6 t6 hop cha ludt sur cho anh dé md phong
thu vién xem, Caleb.”

Caleb 1am theo nhung khong c6 két qua. Ong cd thir nhiéu con sé khic nita nhung van khong
thanh cong,

Stone lai no1, “Nguoi ta thuong dung t0 hop so6 ma ho chac chan sé khong thé quén dé khong can
hai viét ra gidy. D6 c6 thé 1a sb, 1a chit cai cling c6 thé 1a ca s va chit cai.”
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“Sao lai dua cho Caleb chia khoa va md s6 vao phong thu vién nhung lai khong dua ma sb dé
mo két sat bén trong?”” Milton thac mac.

“Co the ong ta cho rang Caleb s€ biét ma s6 cling nén,” Reuben noi.

Stone gat dau, “Toi dong v v4i Reuben. Suy nghi di Caleb. D6 c6 thé 1a mot cai gi d6 lién quan
dén phong doc Sach Quy Hiém.”

“Ta1 sao0?” Milton héi.
“Baé1 vi day chinh 1a phong doc Sach Quy cua DeHaven.”

Caleb c6 vé suy tu, “Um, Jonathan mé cira phong doc sach moi ngay, khoang mot glor trude khi
bat cir ai dén. Ong ta dung chia khoa dic biét, va phai nhap mot diy s6 an ninh dé mé tat ca cic cira.
Nhung t61 khong c6 ma s6.”

“Cai gi d6 don gian hon xem. Pon gian dén d6 nd dap vao mit anh hang ngay ay.”

Caleb bat ngd biing tay cai choc, “Di nhién roi. N6 dap vao mat t6i mdi ngay trong doi dy chir.”
Ngon tay ong bat dau cham vao ban phim k¥ thuat so, va ro1 ket sat mo ra.



“Anh st dung s6 gi vay?” Stone hoi.

“LJ239. La s6 phong cta phong doc Sach Quy Hiém. Téi nhin thiy n6 mdi ngay khi toi di 1am
viée.”

Trong ket sat 1a mot vat. Caleb can thit kéo no ra khoi két va tir tir mé no.

Reuben ndi, “Cai vat Ay trong co vé rat ta toi.”

Mot quyén sach bia mau den, d3 bi X¢ va cai chd dong gay gan nhu sip rach roi ra. Caleb nhe
nhang mé trang dau tién. Ong 14t trang ké tiép, roi trang ké tiép nira.

Cudi cung ong ta hit mot hoi that sau, “Oi Chuaa oi!”

Stone lo léng, “Gi vay Caleb?”

Tay Caleb run lay bay. Ong noéi mot cach cham rai va giong run run, “Toi nghi, v t6i 14 toi tin
rang day la an ban dau tién cua ban sach Thanh ca cua Kinh Cyu wéc.”

“C6 quy hiém khong?” Stone thic mac.

Caleb mé to mét nhin ong, “No la thir con sot lai lau doi nhit dugc in & cai go1 la nudc My bay
gior d6, Oliver a.” Chi ¢6 mudi mot cudn Thanh ca cia Kinh Cuu wéc trén thé gii thoi, va chi co
nam cudn 13 con nguyén ven. Ching khong bao gid duoc rao ban trén thi trudng ca. Thu vién Qudc hoi
c6 mot cudn, nhung d6 13 cudn dugc ting nhiéu thip nién rdi. Toi khong tin thu vién ching t6i c6 du
tién dé mua cudn 4y néu khong duoc ting.”

“Vay lam thé nao DeHaven c6 dugc cuon nay?” Stone dua ra nhan xét.

Caleb sung bai dit cudn sach tro lai chiée hdp va can than dong nép hop. ROi ong ta dat chiéc
hop vao két sit va dong ctra ta lai. “Toi khong biét. Cubn Thanh ca ciia Kinh Cuwu wée cudi cung c6
mat trén thi truong mua ban sach quy cach day sdu muoi nam, khi d6 ndé dugc mua véi gia ky luc,
twong duong voi hang triéu dola bay gio. Gio nd dang nam & thu vién Dai hoc Yale.” Ong l4c lac dau,
“Pi v6i nhitng nha suu tim sach thi chuyén niy giéng nhu tim thiy birc tranh da mat tich tir 1au ciia
danh hoa Ha Lan Rembrandt hay danh hga Tay Ban Nha Goya vay do.”

“Néu chi ¢6 muoi mot ban trén thé gidi, sé rat don gian dé im ching,” Milton dé nghi. “Tbi ¢6
the tim kiém trén Google.”

Caleb nhin Milton v&i1 vé mat khinh khinh. Trong khi Milton cr bam chat su tién bo cla thoi dai
vi tinh, Caleb van ctr la mot nguo1 kién quyét ghét may vi tinh.

“Anh khong thé ndo tim kiém trén Google mdt cudn Thdnh ca ciia Kinh Cuu wée duge dau,
Milton. Va theo nhu t61 dugce biét, tat ca cac ban sach nay déu nam trong cac thu vién nhu Harvard,
Yale va Thu vién Quoc gia.”

“Anh c6 chac rang n6 la cuon Thdnh ca nguyén ban khong?” Stone hoi.



“C6 rat nhidu 4n ban tiép theo sau, nhung t6i gan nhu chic chin rang day 1a ban duoc in vao
nam 1640. Trén trang tya cling vi€t thé va cac dau hi€u cua ban goc ma to61 qua quen thude,” Caleb dap
161 hon hén nhu thé khong kip tho.

“Vay chinh xac thi no6 1a cai thir gi?” Reuben phan nan, “To1 chéng doc duoc léy mot chir.”
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“N6 1a thanh ca ma ngud1 Thanh gido da uy nhiém cho cac muc su tap hgp lai dé€ khai sang

tin nguong cho cudc song thuong nhat ctia ho. Qua trinh in an vao thoi do rat so khai, cng védi cach
vi€t va chir viét co, 1am cho ta thay kho doc.”

“Nhung néu tat ca cac cuon Thanh ca nhu thé déu nam trong cac thu vién dai hoc?” Stone lai
noi.

Caleb liéc nhin 6ng, khuon mit thoang bdi roi, “Toi doan rang co kha ning xay ra, tuy rat hiém,
rang van con mot ban Thdnh ca chua giai thich duoc ¢ ngoai cac thu vién. Toi muén noi ai d6 da tim
duoc phan ntra ban viét tay cuén Huckleberry Finn cuia Mark Twain trén gic nha c6 dy. Va mot ai d6
kéo tir phia sau khung anh ra mot ban sao gdc cta Tuyén Ngon Poc Lap cua nude MY, roi con viée
phat hién ra cac tic pham ciia Byron trong mot cudn sach cii. Hon mdt trim nim qua roi, moi chuyén
déu c6 thé xay ra.”

Du trong phong kha mat mé, Caleb dua tay lau dong m6 hoi twom day tran, “Anh cé biét viéc
nay doi hoi trach nhiém Ién nhu thé nao khong? Ching ta dang noi vé bd suu tap c6 mot cuon Thdnh
ca cua Kinh Cyu woc trong d6. Mot cuon Thanh ca, lay Chia t61.”

Stone diu dang dit tay 1én vai ong ban cua minh, “Toi chua thiy ai c6 du kha ning dé dam
duong cong viéc nay tot hon anh, Caleb a. Va ching t61 s€ lam bat ctr di€u gi nam trong kha nang cta
minh dé giap anh.”

“Dung theé,” Reuben noi. “That ra t61 c6 mang theo vai dola dé mua néu anh mudn ban vai cudn
sach cho nhe ng trudce khi bat dau xoay mong mong véi vu viéc quan trong nay. Anh ban cuon Divine
Comedy bao nhiéu ha? Toi co6 thé dung dé ké chuyén cudi vd1 moi ngudi.”

Milton chen vao, “Reuben o1, tham chi chang ai trong nhom ching ta c6 du tién mua cudn danh
muc ban dau gid ma ho s€ in cho b suu tap nay nira 1a.”

“A, thé cling tot thoi,” Reuben mia mai. “Gi¢ to1 chac rang di€u ké ti€p anh s€ bao t61 khong
dam nghi cai cong viéc v van ¢ cang boc hang chur gi.”

“May nguoi dang lam cai quai gi & day thé nay?” mot ai do hét 1én.

Ca dam quay lai nhin nhitng ké xam nhap dang dtrng ngoai ctra phong thu vién. C6 hai ngudi dan
ong than hinh vam v& mic dong phuc cia cong ty v¢ si cam sing chia thang vao céc thanh vién Hoi

Camel. Nguoi dan 6ng dimg trudc mat hai tén vé si trong lun va dm, toc nhudém do, bd rau quai non
cung mau dugc tia tot gon gang va d61 mat tinh nhanh mau xanh da troi.

“T6i hoi miy nguoi dang 1am gi & day?” gi toc do nhac lai.



Reuben gam gir, “C6 18 ching t6i mdi 1 nguoi nén hoi anh 1am gi & ddy, anh ban a.”

Caleb budc ra phia trude, “Toi 1a Caleb Shaw lam viéc ¢ Thu vién Quéc ho1 cung voi
Jonathan DeHaven. Trong di chic cua 6ng Ay, t6i dugc ong ay chi dinh lam ngudi Gy quyén thu vién.”
Ong gio cdp chia khoa nha va phong doc 1én. “Toi duoc ludt su ctia DeHaven cho phép dén déy trong
coi bd suu tip sach ctia 6ng dy. Nhitng ngudi ban nay di cing dé giup dd t6i.”

“0, tAt nhién roi, toi xin 18i cac anh,” ga dau do noi sau khi d3 sam soi chirng minh thu cua
Caleb trudce khi tra lai. “Chi 1a to1 théy nhiéu nguo1 vao nha Jonathan, roi cura lai khong khoa, nén toi
mdGi voi vang két ludt rang cac anh dot nhdp vao nha ong dy.” Ga gat dau ra hiéu cho hai tén vé si cét
sung di.

“Ching t6i chua dugc biét tén 6ng,” Reuben nghi hodc nhin nguoi dan ong.

Trude khi gi kip tra 11, Stone da 1én tiéng, “Toi nghi 6ng 1a Cornelius Behan, giam ddc diéu
hanh ctua Cong ty K¥ thuat Paradigm, nha thau vii khi phong vé 16n thir ba trong ca nuée.”

Behan mim cuo1i, “S€ sém thanh 16n nhat nude néu toi cir tiép tuc 1am an theo cai da nay.”
“A, thi ra 1a ong Behan,” Caleb noi.

“Goi t6i 1a C.B duoc roi, moi ngudi van hay kéu thé,” gi tién vé phia truéc va nhin quanh cin
phong, “Vay ra day 1a bo suu tap sach cua DeHaven.”

“Ong biét Jonathan a?”” Caleb hoi.

“That sy ma ndi thi ching t61 cting khong han 12 ban. T6i c6 moi 6ng Ay tham dy vai bira tiéc
tung. T61 biet ong ay lam trong thu vién va suu tap sach. Chung toi thinh t}}oéng gap nhau trén duong
va cling c6 no6i chuyén phiem. T61 vO cung ngac nhién khi nghe tin 6ng &y mat.”

“Chung t6i cling ngac nhién nhu ong vdy,” Caleb budn ba noi.

“Vay ra anh 13 ngudi iy quyén thu vién ctia ong ta. Nhung ma lam céi gi méi dugce?”

“Nghia la t61 duoc giao nhieém vy 1én danh myc va dinh gia bd suu tap roi ban no di.”

“Co gi hay trong bo suu tap nay khong?”

“Ong c6 phai 14 nha suu tim khong?”

“Unm, t6i n6i tiéng suu tam nhiéu thir 1am,” ga tra 101 om 0.

“Pay 1a bo suu tap rat hay. N6 s& dugc dem ra ban dau gia,” Caleb giai thich. “It nhat 1a nhirng
phan tinh tiy nhat s€ dugc rao ban.”

“U,” ga ho hitng néi. “Cé diéu tra dugc gi thém vé cai chét cua Jonathan khong?”

Caleb lac dau, “Dén luc nay co vé nhu 6ng ay chét vi 1én con dau tim.”



“Trong 6ng ay khoe manh ma. To6i nghi d6 ciing 1a mot 1y do dé ta nén song hét minh mdi ngay,
bo1 vi biet dau ngay mai...” Ga dao quanh phong ro1 budc ra, hai tén v¢ si liu riu theo sau.

Khi tiéng budc chan xa dan, Stone nodi voi Caleb, “Tén nay c6 vé qua chu dao khi dén kiém tra
nha cua mQt nguo1 ma han chi thinh thoang né1 chuyén phiém.”

“Han la hang x6m cua Jonathan, Oliver a,” Caleb chi ra, “Han quan tam that long.”
“T6i khong thich tén nay. Han ta tao nén nhirng thir giét nguoi,” Milton noi.

“RAt nhiéu nguo1 nita 1a déng khac,” Reuben chinh lai, “Trong cudn sach cua t6i, 130 gia CBla
mot t€n quy quyét nho tho.”

Ho kiém ké sach va cac vat khic hang gio dong hd cho dén khi Caleb c6 mot danh sach gan nhu
hoan chinh. Milton nhap ban danh sach nay vao may tinh xach tay.

“Gid ta 1am gi?” Milton hoi khi ho gap quyén sach cudi cung lai.
“Thuong thi nguoi ta s& dem danh sach nay dén mot nguoi dinh gia ¢ hai nha dau gia danh tiéng
Sotheby va Christie,” Caleb tra 101. “Nhung t61 dang nghi dén mot nguoi khac ma theo y to1 thi nguot

nay | 13 bac thiy trong linh vire sach quy hiém. Toi mudn kham phé xem 6ng Ay c6 biét rang Jonathan co
quyén Thdnh ca hay khong.”

“Ong ay c6 & New York khong?” Stone hoi.

“Khong, & ngay tai quan Columbia. Co 1€ cach day khoang hai muo1 phut chay xe.”
“Nguoi do 1a ai vay?” Reuben hoi.

“Vincent Pearl.”

Stone nhin dong hd deo tay, “Ta s& phai di gip ong Ay vao ngiy mai thoi. Gio 1a muoi mot gio

Caleb lic dau, “Khong dau, gio 1 thoi diém 1y tuong nhat. Tiém sach quy hiém cta Vincent
Pearl chi mé ctra vao ban dém thoi.”



Chuong 14

Khi Ho1 Camel ro1 khoi nha DeHaven, hai cdp 6ng nhom dang chia vao hg. Mot cdp ong nhom
la tir ctra tang lau cta can nha doi dién va cdp con lai dang dugc cam boi1 ngudi dan 6ng trong mot
chi€c xe tai phia cudi duong, bén hong xe in chir “Cong trinh cong cong ctia quan Columbia™.

Khi chiéc mo-t6 va chiéc Nova né may, chiéc xe tai cling voi theo dudi.
Sau khi may céi xe d6 di mat hat, cdp ong nhom trén cira s6 nha do61 dién ti€p tuc quan sat khu
vuc duong Good Fellow.

Nhu Caleb doan, mat khoang hai muoi phat dé dén tiém sach cua Vincent Pearl. Chang c6 bién
hi€u nao & cura trude, chi cé mdt tdm bién ghi “Gid mé cura: 8 gio to1 dén 12 gid dém, tir thir Hai dén
thir Bay”. Caleb budc td1 ctra va bam chuong.

Reuben nhin vao canh ctra day chic chin va cira s6 c6 chan song sat, “T6i chic 12 6ng ta ddu co
can quang cao cua hiéu cua minh.”

“Bat ctr ai suu tip sach nghiém tic déu biét chinh xac phai tim Vincent Pearl ¢ dau,” Caleb tra
161 mot cach don gian.

“Anh ¢6 quen biét tay nay khong?” Stone hoi.

“Khong, t61 dau c6 du trinh do dé 1am viéc v&i Vincent Pearl. That ra trong muo1 nam qua toi
chi gip riéng 6ng ay co6 hai lan & day, ngay ti€ém sach nay, mac du trude do t61 da tirng nghe ong ay
thuyét giang roi. Kho ma quén duge 6ng ay lam.”

Pung noi niy c6 thé thiy dugc mai vom sang dén ciia dién Capitol ¢ phia tdy. Khu vuc ho dang

dtng thang hang thang 16i v6i nhirg ngdi nha bang gach va da cb kinh phi day réu dd mot thoi ting 1a
tiéu diém cua cai thanh phd thu d6 dam choi nay 10c.

“Anh c6 chic 1a ong ta & day khong?” Milton héi, ngay lic d6 mot giong ndi tram tram cat 1én,
“Ai vay?”

Milton giat minh nhay cing 1én, nhung Caleb ndi vao cai loa nho kho ma thiy dugc dudi bo day
truong xuan udn lugn sat bén ctra, “Ong Pearl a, t61 1a Caleb Shaw lam viéc & Thu vién Qudc hdi.”

“Ai chta?”

Caleb c6 vé hoi nguong ngung va noi nhanh, “Caleb Shaw, thua 6ng. T61 lam viéc trong phong
doc Sach Quy. Chung ta da gdp nhau cach diy vai ndm khi mdt nha suu tap nhiing sy viéc dang ghi
nhd cua Tong thong Lincoln dén tham thu vién chung t61 va to1 da dua nguoi ay dén gap ong.”



“Anh khong c6 cudc hen trude vao to1 nay,” giong noi bat dau c6 veé kho chiu vi bi lam phién.
Hién nhién ong Pearl khong cam thay dé chiu voi chuyén Caleb vura dé cap.

“Khong c6 hen, nhung t6i dén vi viéc khan cap ong Pearl a. Xin 6ng danh cho t6i vai phut thoi.”

Vai giay sau canh ctra chinh bat md. Moi nguo1 budce vao, riéng Stone chi y tia phan xa nho xiu
trén tran nha. Mot chiéc may quay phim theo ddi ho, dugc khon khéo gidu trong nha danh cho miy chi
chim. Anh dén dudng chiéu vao éng kinh may quay tao nén tia phan xa. Hau hét moi ngudi déu khong
chii y thiét bi nay, nhung Oliver Stone thi khong gidong hau hét moi nguoi, tat nhién 1a ddi véi nhitng
thtr bi mat theo ddi minh nhu thé nay.

Ho di vao trong tiém sach, Stone con dé y hai thr khac nita. Canh cira, du tréng cli k¥ va lam
bang go nhung that ra lai dugc lam bang loai thép cong lyc dat trong khung thép; con 6 khoa thi theo
con mat nha nghé cta Stone, trong c6 vé khong thé 1am gia duoc. Va con cira s6 trong song sat 1a loai
kinh poly-cabonat day c& 7.5 1i.

Phan ndi thit trong tiém ciing khién Stone ngac nhién. Stone tudng twgng duoc thiy cach bay tri
16n x0n, v&1 hang chéng sach bui bim nim trén nhitng chiéc ké vong Xuéng vi strc ning va mdi khe
sach 16 nhd hang déng ban sach viét trén gidy da ctru va cac bd sach d6 s6 danh dé ban. Nhung khong,
thay vao do, noi nay sach bong, moi thir duoc sép xép théng thd6m mot cach hop ly. Ban than ngdi nha
cao hai ting, cac ké sach cao, hoa my xép thanh tirng hang song song voi trdng nha, va sach dugc dit
vao trong, phia sau l&p kinh trugt duge khoa cAn than. Mot chiéc thang lép banh xe chay theo thanh st
dinh vao dinh cta cac ké sach cao gin ba mét. Ba bo ban ghé doc sach hinh 6-van 1am bang gd cay
cherry nam chinh giita khong gian dai va hep. Trén tran nha 1a chup dén bo ba bang dong dang toa ra
thtr anh sang diu nhe dén ngdy nguoi. Chdc han hé thong dén ¢ ddy da dwoc chinh do sang nhie thé,
Stone tham nghi. Cau thang hinh xoan dc rong gan hai mét dan 1én phan trén, dang hé mé ctra. Stone c6
thé théy dugc & trén kia con nhiéu sach hon nita, v6i lan can hiéu Chippendale chay doc theo dén tﬁng
mot.

Phia sau quiy gb dai ¢ cudi gian chinh van con rat nhiéu ké sach. Nhung cai ma Stone khdng
thay lam 6ng ngac nhién qua doi1. Chang c6 may vi tinh, tham chi cai may tinh tién cling khong co.

Reuben no1, “Gi1ong nhu cal no1 anh mot cham thudc 14 hut va ndoc mot hai chalr whisky nhi?”
9

“Khong dau, Reuben,” Caleb cam thay séc khi nghe cdu dy. “Khoi 1a tir than d6i voi sach ci
day. Va chi can mot giot rugu lam do thoi cling c6 thé huiy hoai ca mot kho bau phi thot gian.”

Reuben sip stra noi cau gi ddy thi canh cira cham tr6 hoa vin phia sau quiy hé md va mot ong
lao budce ra. Moi nguo1i, ngoai trur Caleb, phai trd mét nhin ong 130 vo1 bd rau bac nhu cude dai dén
ngue va mai toc tring xda nhu thac chay xudng vai. B trang phuc cua ong ay trong con bat mat hon.
V61 dang nguoi to cao, ong mac 4o thung dai mau tim hoa oai huong c6 nhitng soc ngang mau vang
trén giu 40. Cap kinh khong vanh dit trén vang tran day nép nhin, nhitng lon toc hoa rAm 16n xon trudc
tran. Con do6i mat cua Ong ay, vang, Stone khang dinh 13 mau den, néu anh dén md 4o nay khong 1am
6ng nhin nham.

“Ong ta 1a gi4o si ha?” Reuben thi thAm vao tai Caleb.



“Suyt!” Caleb nhic nhd khi ong 130 budc t6i trude.
“A,” Pearl noi, nhin vao Celeb trong doi. “Anh la Shaw?”
“Vang.”

“Thé chuyén khan cip ma anh noi 1a gi?” Pearl bat thinh linh nhin chdm chdm vao nhiing nguoi
ban cua Caleb. “Con may nguoi nay la ai?”

Caleb nhanh chong gidi thiéu nhung khong dé cap dén ho ma chi dung tén goi thoi.

Anh mit Pearl ding lai 1au nht & Stone, “Toi d3 thay anh & cong vién Lafayette, phai khong?
Trong mot cai 1éu ding khong?”” dng 1do nod1 vo1 su trang trong hoi qua.

“Dung vay, thua ong,” Stone tra 1o1.

Pearl noéi tiép, “Vay néu toi ¢6 y thich mudn tim sy that, to1 khong tin t61 sé& bat dau viéc tim
kiém cua minh & no1 doi dién Nha Trang.” Pearl quay lai nhin Caleb, “Gi¢ dén cong viéc gi cua anh
day?”

Caleb voi va giai thich vé viéc ong duoc DeHaven chi dinh 1am ngudi Gy quyén thu vién va yéu
cau tham dinh gia sach cua DeHaven.

“Vang, do tAt nhién 12 mot bi kich d6i véi DeHaven,” Pearl n6i mot cach trang nghi€ém, “Va anh
dugc chon lam ngud1 uy quyén thu vién cua Oong ay?” Ong ta hoi voi giong ngac nhién.

“To1 da tung gitp Jonathan thu thap sach cho bd suu tip cua 6ng éy, va ching to1 cung lam viéc
¢ Thu vién Quoc hdi.” Ong tra 161 chong ché.

“To1 hieu ro1,” Pearl dap coc 1oc. “Nhung rd rang anh van can mot nguot lao luyén dé lam
chuyén do.”

Mt Caleb trng hong vi bdi réi, “Um, vang. Ching t6i c6 bang kiém ké bo suu tip ctiia DeHaven
trén may tinh x4ch tay cua Milton.”

“To1 thich lam viéc trén giay hon,” Pearl tra 161 chac nich.
“To1 c6 the in ra néu Ong c6 may in ¢ day,” Milton noi.

Pearl lac dau, “To6i co chiéc may in tir thé ki muoi sau. Toi khong chic né ¢ twong thich véi
may tinh cua anh khong.”
“Khoéng, tat nhién 1a khong rdi,” Milton 1ap bap vi qua sdc. Mot ngudi tan tuy yéu tat ca nhitng

gi thudc vé k¥ thuat sé nhu Milton di nhién rat ngac nhién vi sy khong hing tha cta Pearl d6i véi
nhitng san pham cong nghe.

“Tho1 dé ching to1 in ra va dem dén cho 6ng vao ngay mai,” Caleb dé nghi. Ong ngap ngung roi
no1, “Ong Pearl a, t61 mudn nd1 vo1 ong mot chuyén. Jonathan c6 quyén Thdnh ca cua Kinh Cuu woc



dn ban dau tién. Ong co6 biét chuyén nay khong?”
Pearl day gong kinh xudng mat, “Xin 18i, anh néi gi chir?”
“Jonathan c6 quyén Thdnh ca ciia Kinh Cuu wée ndm 1640.”
“Khong thé no.”
“To1 da so vao no.”
“Khong, anh chua cham vao.”
“To1 da cham vao no,” Caleb khang khang.
Pearl khoat tay, “Vay d6 1a 4n ban sau. Lam gi ¢6 chuyén long troi 16 dat nhu vay.”

“Quyeén nay la an ban dau tién vi n6 khong in kém cac ban nhac. Viéc c6 thém nhac chi bat dau
tir an ban thir chin vao nam 1698.”

Pearl trirmg mat nhin Caleb, “Khong con nghi ngd gi nita, anh s& khong ngac nhién khi biét rang
to1 hoan toan y thirc diéu minh n6i. Nhung, nhu anh da chi ra, c6 dén bay an ban khac cling khong co in
kém ban nhac.”

“Quyén nay 12 4n ban nim 1640. Nam xut ban duoc in trén trang bia.”

“Vay, thua quy ong, hoac déy 1a ban sao hodc 1a dd nhai. Nguoi ta ai cling lanh 1¢1 hét. Mot gl
tham vong da lam gia ban Oath of a Freeman (Lo1 thé cia mdt nguoi ty do) va dé lui mot ndm sau
cuon Thanh ca day.”

Stone xen vao, “Nhung t61 nghi cudn Thdanh ca cua Kinh Cyu wdc 1a cudn sach in dau tién &
My.”

“Dung vay,” Pearl to vé thiéu kién nhan. “Loi thé t6i vira dé cap khong phai 1a mot quyén sach;
noé chi 1a mot van ki€n chi c6 mot to thoi - to giéy khd rong chi in mGt mat. Nhu tén goi, nd 1a 101 thé,
12 101 nguyén trung thanh ma mdi nguoi dan dng theo dao Thanh gido phai tuyén thé dé dugc di bau va
huong cac quyén lgi khac & khu vinh Massachusetts ngy xua.”

“Ma no cling b1 lam gia sao?”” Stone hoi.

“Tré tréu thay, tén lam gia str dung mot cuén Thdnh ca gia. Han 1am thé boi vi cudn Thanh ca
duoc in cing noi v6i to Loi thé, cung mdt nha in, vi thé sir dung cting mdt cach in 4n.” Pearl v v
vao nguc Caleb, “Tén tdi pham quéa khéo 160, két qua 12 hin ta gan nhu du dd dugc Thu vién Qudc hoi
ctia anh mua cudn Thdnh ca. Chi khi mdt chuyén gia trong nganh in chi ra dugc vai diém bat thudng
thi vu viéc luong gat mé1 dugce vach tran.”

Caleb no1, “T61 da lam viéc trong bd phan Sach Quy hon mudi1 nam roi. Toi da kiém tra cudn
Thanh ca ma chung to1 c¢6. Theo t01 nghi thi cudn cua Jonathan 1a d6 that.”

Pearl nhin Caleb nghi hoac, “Anh n6i t€n anh 1a gi nhi?”



Mt Caleb tir hong chuyén sang d6 1ir. “Caleb Shaw.”
“A, Shaw 4, anh c6 lam kiém tra chirng thyc chuan véi cudn Thanh ca chua?”
“Chua, nhung to61 nhin no, so tan tay va ngui no.”

“Chua o1, chang trai, anh chang thé ndi chic nhu dinh dong cot chi bang phuong phap kiém tra
so sai. DeHaven khong c6 b0 suu tap nhu thé. Mot tap tho Tamerlane ctia Edgar Allan Poe, vai cudn
sach in trudc ndm 1500, hay cuén Dante ma tdi ban cho 6ng ay da tao nén trai tim va tdm hon cho bo
suu tap sach quy cua 6ng dy. Chua hé c6 quyén Thdnh ca an ban dau tién ndo trong bd suu tip ma toi
biet.”

“Vay Jonathan iy quyén ay ¢ dau ra?” Caleb hoi.

Pearl lic dau, “Lam sao toi biét dugc?” Ong nhin nhifng nguo1 con lai, “Co 1€ anh ban cua cac
ong cting noi cho cac 6ng hay la chi c6 mudi mot cudn Thanh ca ciia Kinh Cyu wéc nguyén goc ban in
dau tién con ton tai trén thé gidi. Quy vi thir nghi xem. Lam mot phép so sanh, c6 dén 228 tp sach
kich ban dau tién cta Shakespeare, nhung chi c6 mudi mot cudn Thdnh ca trén ca trai dat ndy. Va
trong s6 mudi mot cudn do, chi ¢6 nim cudn 13 con nam trong tinh trang nguyén ven.” Ong ldo gio
nhifrng ngon tay phai 1€n, “Chi c6 ndm thoi,” 6ng no1 thém véi giong trang nghiém.

Khi Stone nhin vao doi mat den ldp lanh nhu thé loai dau tho chay tir 1ong dét, ong thiy phép
chan doan tinh than cua Vincent Pearl 10 ro rang 6ng 1ao mac bénh cudng vi sach.

Nguoi ban sach quay lai ndi véi Caleb, “Va boi vi ca muoi mot cudon déu da duge biet danh
biét tinh, t061 khong bi€t sao lai c6 mdt cudn chay duong nao vao bd suu tap cua Jonathan DeHaven?”

“Vay thi Jonathan gitr cudn sach gia trong két sat 1am gi?”” Caleb van phan ddi.
“C6 1& ong Ay nghi rang no 1a sach that.”

“Giam dbc bo phan Sach Quy lai bi mdt cudn sach gia lira duge u?” Caleb khinh khinh noi,
“To1 nght ngo di€u nay kho ma xay ra.”

Pearl van binh than, “Nhu t5i di noi, thu vién cia cdc anh gan nhu bi ltra mua to Loi thé gia.
Con nguot s€ tin vao diéu ho muodn tin, va nhitng nguoi suu tdp sach cling khong mién nhiém véi sy
thuc day do. Theo kinh nghiém cua t61, sy tr do1 minh khong c6 diém dung.”

“C6 18 s& t6t hon néu 6ng dén nha Jonathan dé dng ¢ thé tin mét nhin ban gdc cudn Thdnh ca,”
Caleb van budng binh.

Pearl vubt bo rau rdi ciia minh bang cac ngodn tay thon dai trong khi mat van nhin Caleb khong
ro1i.

“Tat nhién, toi rat hoan nghénh ¥ kién vé mit chuyén mon cta ong ddi voi tat ca cac phan sach
con lai cua b suu tap,” Caleb n6d1 thém voi giong di¢u binh tinh hon.



“To1 mai to1 co chit thot gian ranh,” Pearl no1 voi that do vo tu khong vu loi.

“Tt roi,” Caleb trao cho ong l13o danh thiép cua minh. “Pay la sb dién thoai cua t6i & thu vién,
xin hdy goi d€ xac nhan lai. Ong co6 dia chi cua Jonathan khong?”

“To1 ¢6 luu trong s6 sach.”

“T61 nghi t6t nhat ong khong nén dé cap su ton tai ctia quyén Thdnh ca cho ai hét. ong Pearl 4, it
nhat 1a vao thoi diém nay.”

“T6i hiém khi dé cap bat ctr cai gi v6i bat cir ai,” Pearl ndi. “Pic biét 1a nhing thtr khéng co
that.”

Caleb do mit tia tai khi Pear]l dudi ho nhanh nhanh ra khoi tiém.

“Puoc r6i,” Reuben d6i mil bao hiém va ndi, “T6i nghi t6i vira moi gip Gido sw Dumbledore.”
“Ai?” Caleb hoi lai, c6 vé nhu van con rat gian hanh dong xua dudi ctia Pearl.

“Dumbledore. Trong truyén Harry Potter, anh biét ma.”

“Khéng, t0i khong biét,” Caleb vit lai.
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“That 1a mot ga muggleu khon ki€ép,” Reuben 1am bam khi deo kinh bao ho vao.
Caleb noi, “Pearl rd rang khong tin quyén Thdnh ca 1a do that.” Ong dung lai, roi noi tiép voi

giong thiéu ty tin hon, “Ma c6 thé ong ta ding. Y tdi 14 tdi chi nhin vao quyén sach dugc mot chdc thoi
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ma.
Reuben néi to, “Vay ma anh cuong quyét cii vdi Pearl cho thiy nhu 14 anh néi ding d6.”

Caleb xau hd, “Khong tin noi 1a tdi lai lam chuyén ay. Y t6i 13, ong ta rat ndi tiéng trong linh
vuc sach quy, con toi chi 1a mot thu thu nha nuéc.”

“Mot nguoi tha thu hang nhat & mot trong nhitng thu vién vi dai nhét trén thé gid1,” Stone nodi
thém.

“Ong ta co thé g161 trong linh vuc cua ong ta théi, nhung thuc sy ma noi thi ong ta can c6 mot
chiéc may vi tinh. Va mot cai may in khong phai tir thé ky muoi squ,” Milton nhan dinh.

Chiéc Nova phong di. Trong luc Reuben dang dap mdy chiéc mo-t6 An Do, Stone, gia vo nhur
diéu chinh tu thé ngdi trén thung xe va li€c vé phia sau.

Khi ho khéi hanh, chiée xe tai van tiép tuc chay phia sau.

Chiéc Chevy Nova va chiéc mo-to chia tay, chiéc xe tai bam theo chiéc mo-10.



Chuong 15

Du troi da khuya nhung Stone van yéu cau Reuben tha 6ng xuéng gan Nha Trang thay vi vé nha ¢
nghia trang Mt. Zion. Ong thdy chiéc xe tai van cur theo sau nén muon lam gi do cat dudi. Ong thi tham
giai thich tinh canh cho Reuben nghe khi 6ng budc khéi thung xe va mo ta chiéc xe tai cho Reuben
biét.

Stone noi, “Dé y trong chimg chiéc xe tai nhé. Néu no van theo anh, tdi s& bao cho anh biét bang
dién thoai di dong.”

“Sao anh khong goi cho Alex Ford dé trg gitip? Du sao thi ta cling ¢4 phong anh ta chirc thanh
vién danh du cua Ho1 Camel con gi.”

“Alex khong con lam viéc & Nha Trang nita. Toi khong mudn goi anh ta giai quyét van dé ma
minh chua chac chan rang khong tot. Nhung nhiing ngudi trong bd phan Mat vu ¢ day co thé giap
chung ta.”

Reuben chay di, Stone cham rdi di ngang qua cai 1éu c6 cai bang “Toi mudn biét sur that” cam
bén canh. Nhitng nguoi phan doi khac khong ng & day dém nay, ca ngudi ban tén Adelphia ctia ong
cling khong. Rdi 6ng nhanh chdng tién vé birc trong vi tuéng ngudi Ba Lan, ngudi di gitp stc cho
ngudi My trong cudc Cach mang chong lai thue dan Anh. Phan thudng cho viéc dong gop cong st
ndy 1a mot dai twdng niém 16n ma bon chim cr dén ty tip hang ngay. Tréo 18én b, 6ng quan sat thy
chiéc xe tai van dau trén duong sb 15, ngoai khu 1600 cua DPai 16 Pennsylvania dang bi chan lai.

Stone treo xuong va ti€n dén mdt nhan vién canh gac mic thuong phuc dang bao v¢ vong ngoai
cua Nha Trang.

“To1 nay ¢6 chuyén gi vay ong Oliver?” anh nhan vién héi. Anh ta da 1am vi¢c canh gac Nha
Trang gan mud1 nam va bi€t Stone rat ro. P61 voi anh ta, Stone ludn rat lich sy va hoan toan tuan theo
cac quy tac phan d61 ma anh ta ludn mang bén minh.

“Chao Joe, t6i mubn canh bao chuyén nay. C6 thé 1a khong co gi hét, nhung toi biét cac mat vu
khong thich mao hi€ém vé chuyén nay.” Ong nhanh chéng ké 1ai chuyén chiéc xe tai1 nhung khong hé chi
tro ve phia no. “T61 nghi anh nén thong bao chuyén nay phong trudng hop anh mudn kiém tra.”

“Oliver, t61 ng 6ng mot 101 cam on.”

Stone di hoc diéu ndy ca doi minh, rang khong c6 bat cir chi tiét nhd nhit nio ma co quan Mat
vu lai bo qua khi néi dén viéc bao vé Tong thong ca. Vi thé, vai phit sau 6ng da thdy Joe cung voi mot
canh vé co trang bi vii khi khac tiép can chiéc xe tai mang dong chit “Cong trinh cong cong cua D.C.”
Stone udc gi minh da nghi dén viéc mang theo dng nhom, gid dang ndm trén ban 1am viéc ¢ nha. Ong
thay cang thang khi ctra kinh xe tai ha xubng.



Dién bién ké tiép ngoai stc twdng tuong ctia Stone. Hai nhan vién mic canh phuc nhanh chong
vong ra phia sau xe tai va di vé hudng khac trong khi tén tai x€ dong ctra kinh xe tai. Hai nhan vién ay
cling khong lai gan Stone, chinh xac 1a ho di hudng nguoc lai mdt cach voi va trong khi chiéc xe tai
van cur nam li no1 do.

“Khon ki€p,” Stone rua tham.

Gio thi ong biét nhitng ngudi trong xe tai 1a thanh vién ctia Van phong Chinh phu, c6 quyén luc
du dé khién bon mat vu hoang s¢ nhu nhitng dura tré con bi doa dam. Pén luc phai chay roi. Nhung
chay 1am sao day? C6 nén goi cho Reuben khong? Nhung dng khong muén kéo ban minh vao vu nay.
Mbt y nghi bat chot xuat hién trong dau ong.

Phai chang qud khwr cua ong da bi 10?

Ong nhanh chéng quyét dinh chay xuyén qua cong vién, dén duong H va & trai. Tram xe dién
ngim ty Faragut chi cach d6 vai khu phd. Ong nhin déng hd. Chét tiét! Gid nay dau con tuyén xe dién
nao nira. Ong chuyen hudng, lién tyc ngoal nhin phla sau dé kiém tra xem chiéc xe tai c¢6 chay theo
khong. Néu ong ctr tiép tuc chay bo xudng phd, biét dau 6ng con kip don chuyén xe buyt mudn.

Khi dén giao 1o ké tiép, chiéc xe tai da chan phia trrdc mit ong va ctra xe bat mo.
Roi Stone nghe tiéng goi tén minh.
“Oliver!”

Ong nhin vé phia phai. Reuben da 1ai chiéc mé-t6 1én 18 dudng va dang ting toc vé phia ong;
sau d6 Reuben ré xe du cham dé Oliver nhay 1én thung xe. Reuben ngoat dau xe nhanh nhu cat, quay
tro lai duong 16 va r6 ga chay trong khi d61 chan cao khéu cua Oliver van con nho ra ngoai thung xe.

Reuben, ngudi ranh tirng ngd ngach cua quin Columbia gidng nhur Oliver, di r& phai ré trai lién
tuc trude khi chay cham lai tép vao mdt con hém tdi va dung lai truéde mot thung rac. Pén luc nay thi
Stone mdi c¢6 thé ngodi dang hoang trong thing xe. Ong ngudc nhin ban minh, “Anh d canh gid qué hay
Reuben a. Cam on anh.”

“Thay anh khong goi nén toi da vong xe trd lai. Khi chiéc xe tai 1an banh toi ciing theo sau no.”
“Tb6i ngac nhién sao nd khong chii y dén anh trong khi chiéc mo-t6 nay kha noi bat?”

“May thang cha d6 12 ai?”

Stone ké cho ban nghe vu dung d§ v&1 bon mat vu khi ndy.

Reuben noi, “Khong c6 méy CO quan cO thé 1am S& Méat vu cup duodi dau.”

“T6i nghi dén hai truong hop: hodc 1a CIA hoic 13 NSA. Khong trudng hop nao 1am toi thiy dé
chiu hét.”

“Anh nghi ho muo6n gi ¢ anh?”



“Ngay tir dau to1 cha y chiéc xe tai dau bén ngoai hi¢u sach ctuia Pearl. Nhung c6 vé nhu n6 theo
doi ta tr trude do6 ro1.”

“O nha DeHaven sa0?” Reuben biing tay céi choc, “Anh c6 nghi rang chuyén ndy lién quan dén
tay Cornelius Behan khong? Biét dau ga ay tham gia v61 bon gian digp?”

“C6 thé 1am, néu can nhac yeu to thot gian.” Co Ié vu nay khong lién quan gi dén qud khu cua
minh.

Reuben c6 vé lo léng, “Oliver a, néu ho theo doi chung ta, anh nghi ho c6 theo dudi ca Caleb va
Milton khong?”

Stone d& bam ban phim dién thoai r6i. Ong goi Caleb va ké cho nghe chuyén xay ra rdi cat dién
thoai. “Anh ta vira m&1 dua Milton vé nha xong. Hai nguoi ho chang thay ai dang nghi ca, ma chac 1a
ho khong biét thoi.”

“Ta da lam gi dé€ bon ay phai chon ron nhi? Ta chi nd1 vo1 Behan cong viéc cua chung ta ¢ nha
DeHaven. Tén ay quan tam t61 DeHaven ¢ cho nao?”

“@Ga chac 1a ¢o quan tam vi co thé ga biét DeHaven chét nhu thé nao. Hay noi chinh xac hon,
DeHaven b1 am sat nhu thé nao.”

“Anh noi1 rang c6 thé Behan da giét nguo1 hang x0m DeHaven a? Tai sao?”

“Anh vira m6i n6i d6, hang xém. C6 1& DeHaven di thiy duoc diéu gi d6 ma 18 ra ong ta khong
nén thay.”

Reuben cuo1 ho ho, “Trén con duong Good Fellow toan la nguoi giau va doc dia u?”

“Péu 14 dau co hét ddy, nhung sy that 1a néu anh khong xuét hién kip thoi toi khong biét chuyén
gi s€ xay dén v4i minh.”

“Vay ching ta 1am gi bay gio?”

“Co vé nhu ching ai quan tAm t&i ching ta cho dén khi ta ghé nha DeHaven, vay ching ta bat
dau tr no1 d6 nhé. Ta phai tim ra DeHaven c6 bi am sat hay khong.”

“To1 s¢ rang di€u anh s€ no1 la DeHaven b1 dm sat.”

Stone yén vi trong thing xe, 1an nay 6ng da dé duoc chin dang hoang. Reuben khdi dong may va
xe vot di.

Gidng nhuwr nhitng lan trude, Stone nghi. Va d6 chang phai 1a diéu hay.



Nhirng nguo1 ngoi trén xe tai bao cdo vd1 Roger Seagraves dang rat u dot.

“L€ ra ching t61 da co the tom dugc thang cha gia 4y du ban ldo dy c6 xuat hién di ching nira,
nhung ching t6i tom ga vao luc 4y thi qua mao hiém,” mot ngudi noi vao dién thoai.

Seagraves nhin cham cham vao dién thoai, suy nghi budce di ké tiep, “Ho ¢ nha DeHaven dugc
bao lau?”

“Hon nam tiéng dong ho.”
“Ro1 sau do ¢ cura hang sach quy, o1 cac anh theo ho dén Nha Trang.”

“Pung thé. Mot trong hai ngudi c6 cin 1éu ¢ cong vién Lafayette. Va theo S& Mat vu thi tén han
la Oliver Stone. Nghe buon cuoi nhi?”

“Thang cha gia 4y biét cac anh dang theo dudi, vi thé toi chang biét chuyén dy budn cuoi cd

ndo,” Seagraves vit lai chung. “Va t6i khong thich cac anh x0e miy tdm thé ra, nhat 13 véi bon mat
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“Chung t6i bi qud méi lam thé thoi. Nhung ta cing phe véi Cuc An ninh Qudc gia ma,” ngudi
dan ong khac phan bac.

“Nhung khong phai 1am nhiém vu chinh thirc dém nay,” Seagraves dap tra.
“Vay anh muén chung toi 1am gi bay gio?”
“Chang 1am gi hét. T6i mubn biét rd hon vé 6ng Stone. Toi s& 1ién lac lai,” Seagraves ctp may.

Nguwoi dan éng tén Oliver Stone cé can léu doi dién Nha Trdng, cé thé nhdn biét sw theo doi
chuyén nghiép va viéng tham nha mot nguoi dan ong minh da giét. Seagraves co thé cam thay mot
con bao khac dang ao dén.



Chuong 16

Troi dang mua ri ra va lanh cong & Newark khi chiéc may bay dap xudng. Annabelle v6i mai
toc ndu, moi son mau do cherry, kinh mat bong loang, quan 4o hop mot va doi gidy cao got. Ba ngudi
ho tong c6 a déu mic bd vest hai manh khong that ca vat. Ho khong roi khoi phi truong ciing véi nhau
ma 14i xe vé phia nam r6i hen gip nhau & mot dia diém thué gan thanh phd Atlantic.

Tro vé noi ndy sau nhiéu nim xa cich, Annabelle c6 thé thdy cang luc minh cang cing thing.
Lan trudc, ¢o ta dd di qua xa dén ndi suyt chét. Nhung trang thai cing thang 1an nay ciing c6 thé chét
dé nhu choi. Annabelle phai tin vao 6c phin doan ctia minh dé du bao chuyén gi s& xay ra. Co a da
danh hai muoi nim cudc doi minh dé chudn bi cho thoi khac nay nén khong dinh phi pham né.

Ca tuan trudéc Annabelle dd vo sach tién tir déng séc gia trong cac tai khoan. Cac khoan nay
cOng véi dong tién ban dau 1ay bang thé ATM gia d3 dugc chuyén qua mdt tai khoan & nudc ngoai
khong chiu sy chi phdi cta Luat ngan hang ctia My. Voi ba triéu dola 1am vén cho phi vy ké tiép, miy
tay dan 6ng trong nhom rat hoi hop mudn duoc nghe ké hoach ctia Annabelle.

Nhung tit nhién c6 4 chwa sin sang néi cho ca bon biét. Ca ngay dau tién Annabelle di bo ngoai
phd, chu dich 14 thim do cac song bac va ban bac voi vai nguoi vé danh. Bon nguroi dé choi bai bac
trong khi moi nguoi di lam kiém tién. Leo va Freddy ké cho Tony nghe chuyén phiém vé miy d6 ‘lam
4n’ ngdy xa xua ctia minh, khéng quén thém mam dim mudi cho thém phan hap dan.

Cudi cung c6 ta ciing hop ca bon lai.

“Ké hoach 1a bién ba triéu déla cta ching ta thanh con s6 16n hon gip nhiéu lan, trong mot
khoang tho1 gian ngan ngui,” co ta thong bao.

“To1 cuc ky thich phong cach cia c6, Annabelle a,” Leo noi.

“Djc biét, t6i dinh bién ba triéu dola ciia chung ta thanh it nhat ba muoi ba triéu dola. Toi sé ra
di v61 khoang muoi bon triéu dola; cac anh chia phan con lai 1am ba phan, vi chi 12 mo1 ngudi gan
bay tri¢u dola. Co6 ai phan do6i khong?”

May tay dan 6ng ngdi do ra gan dung mot phit. Leo cat tiéng noi cho ca ba, “Vay di, cac cau
tral, mon tién do kha ma.”

Annabelle gio tay canh bao, Néu vu niy khong thanh cong, ta ¢ thé mit mot phan tién von chir
khong phai tring tay. Moi ngudi ¢6 mudn phiéu luu voi canh bac nay khong‘7 Ai cling gat dau, ‘Ching
ta can phai mao hiém véi cudc doi con lai cia minh dé c¢6 duge s tién dang mong mudn.’

Leo noi, “Pé t6i “dich’ lai cho, ngudi ma ching ta sip luong gat s& khéng ngirng tim kiém ching
ta dé tra thu.” Ga doét thuoc, “To1 nghi da dén luc ¢6 nodi cho ca bon biét nguoi do 1a ai.”



Annabelle ngd1 xudng va nhét tay vao tii quan. Co ta khong ro1 mat khoi Leo, va ga cling trirng
mat nhin lai. Cudi cung, ga bon chon no1, “Vu nay thuc sy t€ thé co a?”

“Chung ta s& cham chan v6i Jerry Bagger va song bai Pompeii,” Annabelle tuyén bd.

“Cai gi,” Leo ra len, diéu thubc rdt ra khoi rnleng, xudng chin va 1am thung mot 16 nho trén quan
gd. Gi ham him phu1 Vet chiy va ngodn tay run ry tré vao co, “Toi biét ma! Toi biét thé ndo co ciing
dung vao dong phan ay.”

Tony nhin tirng ngudi mot, “Jerry Bagger 1a thing nao?”

Leo no1, “La théng ch6 dé tién nhat ma tao hy vong may s& khong bao gio mudn cham mit trén
duong, cau trai tré a.”

Annabelle gidn, “Thoéi ma Leo, dé toi 1am Tony phan chin v&i vu ndy chir. Anh ta sé mudn tu
minh ‘dua’ v4i Jerry day.”

“T6i s& khong thach thirc thing chd Jerry Bagger chi vi ba triéu dola, ba ba triéu d6la hay hon
ba tram tri¢u dbla bdi vi du sao thi to1 s€ chang song sot n61 d€ ma hudng thu dong tién ay.”

“Nhung anh dén day cing véi ching toi. VA nhu anh ndi, anh biét rang toi dén day dé lira thing
Jerry. Anh di biét trude rodi.” Annabelle dtng ddy, di vong qua phia bén kia ban va choang tay qua vai
Leo, “Va néu chuyén nay 10 ra, anh s€ dan mot vién dan vao chd hiém déy dé anh khong con co thé
hudng hanh phiic trong hai mwoi nim con lai cta doi minh nita. Chap nhan di.”

Bong nhién Leo trong ¢ vé ling ting, chAm thém mot diéu Winston va run 14y bay nha khoi 1én
trén nha, “Dra nao lam an xong véi thang khon ay déu muon khir n6. Co thi sao?”

“T6i khong mudn khir nd, Leo a. Toi mudn lay duoc cang nhiéu tién cua Jerry cang tot vi mat
tién s& 1am nd dau d6n tot cing. Anh c6 thé thu tiéu ca gia dinh né, ay thé ma khong thé 1am nod buc boi
hon viéc n6 biét ai lay tién cta nd. Cua cai nd chat dong nho tién thua bac ctia nhitng ngudi dan don
dang thuong dang timg phit chay vao song bai ctia nd moi ngay.”

“Nghe hay nhi,” Tony phu hoa, trong khi Freddy c6 vé ngo vuc.

Leo long mit nhin ‘cdu trai tré’, “Hay cai gi? May thiy hay ha? Pé tao ndi cho may nghe, do
chip hdi chang biét cai déch gi. May ma 16n xon trudc mat Jerry Bagger giéng nhu ¢ trong ngan hang
1an trude, may khong con mot xu dé giri vao phong bi cho me may lo chuyén chdn cit d6 con.” Leo
quay ngodc lai chi tay vao Annabelle, “Dé t6i lam rd chuyén ndy ngay tai ddy. That su toi s& khong
‘dua’ voi thang Jerry Bagger chung v&i cai nhom bip chuyén gy chuyén ndy dau.”

“Nay, toi chi sai 1am c6 mot 1an. Ong chwra bao gio 1am 151 4?” Tony phan doi.
Leo khong tra 10i. G va Annabelle ca hai dang nhin xudng dat.

Roi Annabelle binh than n6i, “Tony chi 1am nhiing viéc anh ta ¢6 thé 1am tot nhat thoi. Anh ta
khong c6 cham tran voi1 thang Jerry.” Co ta nhin Freddy, “Va Freddy thi ¢ su6t trong hau truong. Anh



ta chi viéc 1am gidy to cho giéng nhu that thoi. Phi vu c6 thanh cong hay khong tily thudc vao anh va
to1. Vi the, to1 chang thay c6 gi dé phan do1 trur khi anh nghi by doi chung ta khong du gioi dé lam.”

“Ching biét bon minh, Annabelle. Ta da tung Itra bip ¢ day roi.”

Co 4 di vong qua ban vao mé mot xdp gidy tai liéu dat trén ban. C6 ta gio hai birc hinh mot
nguo1 dan Ong va mot nguo1 phu nit vé ngoai hao nhoang 1€n.

“Ai vay?” Freddy hoi.

Leo nhin vao birc hinh mién cuong tra 101, “Tao va Annabelle, lau roi. O thanh phé Atlantic.”

“Co ldy miy tim hinh & dau?” Tony hoi.

Annabelle giai thich, “MJi song bai déu c6 mot ngin hang giir lai cac khuon mét nhitng dira nao
d3 ting Itra bip ching, chung goi 1 s6 den; va ching giri 1udn thong tin cho miy song bac khac. Tony,
anh chua ltra gat & song bai bao gio, anh cling vay Freddy a, do 1a 1y do t61 chon cac anh vao nhom.
T6i van con lién lac véi vai ngudi & ddy thé nén toi ¢6 dugc hai tim hinh nay. Ching chua ting that
su bit duoc bon t6i va chup hinh bon t61; birc hinh nay dugc lam ra nhd nguot1 khac mo ta. Chi néu
chiing ma c6 hinh that thi t6i khong chic t6i van con ¢ day.”

“Nhung hai ngudi dau con gidng nhu ngdy xua nita,” Tony noi. “Co thém tri thong minh ma,” gi

nhe rang cuoi.

Annabelle 16i ra hai tim hinh nita. Trong gidng Leo va Annabelle that hon, “Giéng nhu canh sat
tim tré lac, cac cha song bac mudn bon chuyén nghiép dung ky thuat sé chuyén doi btrc hinh theo s6
tu6i that. Ching dua vao s den va ca hé théng theo ddi dién tir c6 phdn mém nhan dang khudén mit.
Thé nén ta s& khong gidng trong hinh khi ta 1am an & song bai cua Jerry.”

“To1 khong c¢6 lam an gi & song bai cua thang cho Jerry hét,” Leo nat lai.
“Tho1 ma Leo, s€ rat vui day,” Tony noi.

“Pirng choc tao gidn nhé, thing oit con,” Leo sing s6. “Tao can c6 mot 1y do dé ghét cay ghét
dang may day.”

“D1 dao mdt vong di Leo,” Annabelle noi1. Co a dua tay can Tony va Freddy khi hai dira dung
day dinh di theo. “O day di, bon t6i s€ quay lai.”

Bén ngoai mat tro1 da nho ra phia sau dam may den. Annabelle kéo mii cia 4o khoac trum 1én
dau va deo kinh mat vao. Leo kéo chiéc mii ludi trai thap xudng tan mat.

Ho di doc theo con phé Boardwalk nim gitra cac song bai trén tryc 10 chinh va bai bién, vai
cap khach b hanh dang ngod1 trén ghé dai ngam bién.

“Chinh quyén di stra sang lai chd nay ké tir 1an cudi cing bon ta & ddy,” Annabelle 1én tiéng,.
Céc song bac da nhay vao vung nay tir cu01 thap men bay muoi, du:ng 1én nhiing 1au dai co bac hang ty
d6la giira khu nghi mat bén bo bién da xudng cip trAm trong. Nhiéu nim sau ching ai mudn mao hiém



dau tu xa cac song bai vi khu thanh phd chung quanh khong phai 13 noi an toan dé dau tu. Cai quyén
luc san c6 d6 hira hen mot mén 13i to cho ca ving. Cung voi 1gi nhusn va cong viée ma cac song bai
mang lai, c6 vé nhu 101 hira cudi cung cling duoc thyc hién. Ho durng lai nhin cai can cu 1én nhac
thép 1én ndc mot tda nha dang xdy, nhiéu dau hiéu cho thdy nd sé trd' thanh mdt toa chung cu sang
trong. Ho nhin d4u ciing thiy nhiing tda nha va chudi khach san hang sang méi dang tiép tuc dugc xay
dung mé rong.

Leo di ra bai bién. Ga du’ng lai coi giay va tat trong khi Annabelle thao dép va xan dng quan
1én. Ho budc doc theo bii cat ra gin mé nudc. Cudi cing Leo dimg lai, ci xudng nhiat mot cai vo so
va ném vao con song dang cudn bo.

“Anh da thay thoai mai dé noi1 vé chuyén d6 chua?” Annabelle hoi, nhin han gan hon.
“Tai1 sao c6 lam thé?”
“Lam vy gi? Lap nhom Itra ddo ay a? T61 lam ca do1 roi. Anh biét to1 rd hon bat ctr a1 ma, Leo.”

“Khong, y t0i 1a, tai sao co lai chon t61, Freddy va thﬁng 04t con? C6 da c6 thé chon bat ctr ai
cho phi vu cua minh.”

“T6i khong thé ‘chon ai ciing dugc’. Ta quay trd lai di, va t6i nghi anh rat mudn ‘choi’ thing
Jerry thém mot 1an nira. C6 dliing vay khong?”

Leo ném thém mot cai v so ra xa, nhin nd6 chim vao ngon song, “Cau chuyén cudc doi toi,
Annabelle a. To1 ném vo so vao nhiing con song, va song van ctr don tdi.”

“Pirng c6 triét 1y voi toi.”
Ga liéc mat nhin Annabelle, “C6 phai vi 130 gia ctia c6 khong?”

“T6i khong can anh 1am bac si tim 1y cho t6i dau.” Annabelle dan budc dén Leo, khoanh tay
trudc nguc va phong tam mat ra ngoai xa bién khoi noi mét con tau dang cham cham lu6t trén duong
chan troi.

“V61 muot ba triéu dola to1 co thé mua mot con tau du lén dé di xuyén dai duong, phai khong?”
co ta ho.

Ga nhtn vai, “Khong biét. Chic mua dugc. Toi chua cd 1y do gi dé dinh gia ca.” Han nhin
xuong do1 chan tran, cat tran trong k€ chan, “Annabelle, c6 luon nhanh nhay vé ti€n bac, nhanh nhay
hon t61 nhi€u. Sau tat ¢4 nhitng vu lam an vai co, t61 bi€t co khong can tién.”

“C6 ai cam thay kiém dugc du tién dau?” ¢ ndi, mat van ddi theo con tau dang litng 1o troi
ngoai khot.

Han ném manh mot cai vo so nita xuong nude, “Co thuc sy muon thuc hién vu nay phai khong?”

“Nua khong mu6n, nhung nira con lai bat to1 phai muon.”



“Thang oat con khong ndi gi sao?”

“Cau trai tré khong noi gi cd.”

“Néu chuyén khong thanh, t6i chang mubn nghi dén twong lai ctia ching ta.”
“Vay thi ¢6 ging ding dé that bai nhé.”

“Cd ¢6 lo ling khong?”

“To1 khong dé ¥ dén cam giac cua minh nira.” Annabelle nhidt mot vo so, tung nod 1én dau ngon
song dang nho cao nhu thdc nudce do dp vao bo, ro1 dé con song chay gion quanh chan minh, “Chiing
ta co vui khong?”

Ga cham cham gat dau, “Co chi.”
“Khong noi gian voi to1 nita nhe!”
Ga c6 no mot nu cuoi, “Chuyén nay thi té1 khong thé hira.”

Trén duong quay trd lai khach san, han néi1, “Lau r61 t061 chua nghe tin tirc gi vé me ¢6. Ba
Tammy sao r61?”

“Ciing khong khoe 1am.”
“Lao gia cua co c6 con song khong?”

“Tbi sé& chang biét duoc, dung khong nhi?” Annabelle tra 101.



Chuong 17

MAat ca mot tuan dé chuan bi. Mot phan cong viée 1a dua cho Freddy mot danh sach giay to va
chirng minh thu Annabelle can. Khi ga 1am dén cudi danh sach, ga héi lai cho chac.

“Bon tAm ho chiéu My ha?”
Tony dang ngdi & may vi tinh ngude 1én nhin, “Ho chiéu? Dé lam gi?”

Leo nhin déu, “May nghi may c6 thé budc qua chd thang dién Jerry Bagger ma con c6 thé ¢ lai
My a? Cho tao xin. Tao s& di Méng C6 tu vai nam day. Tao tha mic 40 ca sa va cudi bo Tay Tang
1ong vong con hon dé thiang Bagger ct than tao thanh tirng khuc trong khi n6 la hét doi tién cua nd lai.”
Ga trd lai viéc chuan bi do hoa trang.

Annabelle néi, “Chung ta can ho chiéu dé tron khoi nudc My mdt tho1 gian cho moi vig¢c lang
xuong.”

“Trbn ra nude ngoai?” Tony ngac nhién, gan nhu ding bat day.

“Jerry chang thé nio khong mac sai 1am, nhung n6 khong dén ndi ngu ngdc. Anh cé thé di ra
ngoai nhin thé gidi, Tony. Hoc tiéng Y di,” ¢6 ta khuyén nhu.

“Con cha me t61 thi sao?” Tony noi.

“Gri buu thiép cho ho,” Leo lau bau trong khi ¢b ging up mé toc gia 1én dau cho vira vin. “Ké
cho ho nghe thoi diém nghi¢p du quai dan cta cau.”

“Ho chiéu My kho 1am gia 1am, Annabelle a,” Freddy noi. “Trén dudng phd bon chuyén nghiép
ban mdi cai mudi nghin dola do.”

Annabelle nhin ga hin hoc, “Vay u, anh dugc tra hon sau tri¢u dola dé 1am cho duoc méy tAm
ho chi€u nay, Freddy a.”

Ga nuot nudc miéng modt cach khé nhoc, “T61 hiéu y ¢6 r61. C6 s€ c6 hd chiéu nhu ¥ muon.”
Freddy hoan tat nét danh sach.

“Nhung t0i chua bao gid ra nudc ngoai hét,” Tony gidi bay.
“T6t nhat 13 nén di khi anh con tré,” Annabelle ngdi xudng ddi dién ga.
“Co c¢06 di du lich nude ngoai bao gio chua?” ga hoi.

Leo nhay vao, “May dua ha? May nghi nudéc My 1a chd duy nhat dé di lira gat ha? Budn cuoi
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“To1 di nhiéu nudc ro1,” Annabelle tha nhan.

Tony lo lang, “Vay c6 1€ t61 nén di cung cd. CO c6 thé chi to1 d1 cho nay cho ng. Co va ca Leo
nira,” han no1 nhanh. “Va t61 ca Freddy cling muon di cung.”

Annabelle chuin bi sin mot cai lic dau, “Chuing ta phai chia ra. Bén nguoi bon noi khac nhau
thi kho b1 bat hon 1a ca nhom tu 1a1 mot chd.”

“Dung roi, 1, tat nhién,” Tony noi.

“Anh s& c6 kha nhiéu tién d€ tiéu xai,” Annabelle noi.

Tony tuo1 tinh han, “Mot toa biét thu & chau Au, cung vo1 dan nguoi hau cua riéng minh.”

“Pirng c¢6 nghi dén viéc tiéu xai hoang phi. Lam thé chang khac gi ‘lay ong t6i ¢ byi nay’. Tiéu
tién in it tho1 va dung c6 ngang dau 1én. To1 s€ dua anh ra nudc ngoai, tr d6 anh tu di cho nao anh
thich.” Co ta no1 ti€p, “Gio to1 nod1 cho anh biét chinh x4c anh can phai lam gi.” Annabelle giai thich
trong tan nhiém vy ma Tony s€ dam trach, “Anh lam dugc khong?”

“Khong van dé gi,” ga tra 101 ngay. Annabelle nhin gd do hoi, “Nay, t61 bo hoc & Hoc vién Ky
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thuat Massachusetts sau hai nam hoc vi qué chan day.”

“T6i biét, d6 ciing 1a mdt 1y do dé t6i chon anh.”

Tony nhin xudng méy tinh xach tay ctia minh va bat dau danh may, “That su thi trudc day toi da
lam chuyén nay ro1 va da ltra dugc noi canh gac can mat nhat thé gigi do.”

[15]

“Pau vay? Lau Nam Goc— - u?” Leo hoi.
“Khong, siéu thi Wal-Mart.”

Leo nhudng mit, “May gion ha? Wal-Mart 42"

“E, Wal-Mart khong c6 dé dau nhé.”

“Anh lam c& bao 1au?”” Annabelle hoi.

“Cho t0i1 vai ngay di.”

“Khéng qua hai ngay. Toi can phai kiém tra trudc.”
“Dugc thoi,” ga tu tin tra 101.

Leo nheo mit, ling 1& ciu nguyén, 1am diu thip trude nguc va quay lai voi bo toc gia clia minh.



Trong khi Freddy va Tony dang 1am phan viéc duoc giao, Annabelle va Leo hoa trang di xudng

song bac Pompeii 1 . Song bac 16n nhét trén duong Boardwalk va 1a mot trong nhitng co ngoi méi
nhat vira moi dugc dung 1én tir déng hoang tan ciia khu bai bac lup xup cii, song bac Pompeii, giong
nhu céi tén ctia nd, dang diéu hanh mot ‘ndi Iira’ dang hoat dong va ‘phun trao’ mdi ngay hai 1an, vao
12 gid trua va 6 gid chiéu. Thir trao ra khong phai 1a dung nham, ma 1a gidy ching nhan dé moi nguoi
c6 thé nhan nudc an va thirc udng. Vi thuc té cac song bac cho ngudi ta com rugu dé giit chan ngudi
ta tiép tuc danh bac chtr thang Bagger c6 mit mat chat nao dau. Tuy nhién, con bac thich nghi ring ho
duoc an udng mién phi vi thé ctr hai dot ‘phun trao’ hang ngay hap dan con bac dén la ky, dam dong
dén sém xép hang va quing nhiéu tién hon vao séi bac so voi mé thirc dn tir ngon nui lira gia tao nay.

“Thang Bagger lira gat bon dan don dung xép hang chd dong do an dé roi ching né do tién vao
song bai trong khi né ngay cang béo 1 va say xin,” Leo lam bam.

“Thang ay tap trung bon dan ay vi d6 1a yéu to song con ctia kinh doanh song bai.”
“T6i nhd song bai dau tién moc 1én & day 1a vao naim 1978.”
Annabelle gat dau, “Song bai International Resorts 16n hon bat cr song bai nao & Vegas

vao thoi diém d6, ngoai trir song bai MGM. Paddy tirng c¢6 vai nhom dan em ¢ day trong thoi gian
dau.”

“A, 140 gia cta cb dao ay 1& ra khéng nén quay tré lai ddy voi o va toi!” Leo chim mot diéu
thudc, tré xudng diy casino, “Tdi bit dau tir day. Bon nhan vién hdi d6 phan 16n 1a dan dia phuong, y
ta cling co, tai xé 141 xe rac, hay xe ngua ciling c6, ty nhién biét chia bai, biét ding song. Bon né ching
c6 tay nghé, va ngu dén do c6 lira duoc ca dbng tién. Tham chi ciing ching can lira nita 4. Ctr 14y tién
vi 131 cua bon nd thdi, nhung tinh hinh chi 4n nén 1am ra khoang bén niam. Téi cho miy dtra con di hoc
dai hoc bang mén tién hoi do.”

Annabelle nhin gd, “Anh chua bao gid néi voi toi vé gia dinh minh.”

“U, thi ¢6 ciing dau c¢6 1dm mom khi no6i chuyén gia dinh c6 dau.”

“Anh biét cha me t6i. Toi noi thém gi nita?”’

“Trudce day toi c6 miy dira con. Chiing 16m 18n rdi bo di, gidng ba vo gia ctia t6i vay.”
“Ba 4y co biét anh 1am gi dé kiém séng khong?”

“Kho giau lam. Ba ay yéu tién chtr khong quan tam cach t61 kiém dugc tien. Chung t61 khong noi
cho bon tré hay, t61 khong dé chiing n6 budc vao vét xe dd cia minh.”

“Khon ngoan day.”



“U’, thé ma chiing n6 van bo roi t6i.”
“Dung nghi dén qua khtr nita Leo, qua nhiéu nuoi tiéc ro1 do.”

Ga nhtn vai, nhe rang cudi, “Ta da timg choi tro ru-16t & ddy, ding khong? Bat cir dira bip nio
cling c6 thé choi xi-dach nhung chi c6 nhitng dtra chuyén nghiép méi ¢ thé kiém an 1au dai ¢ song ru-
1ét, ciing gan gidng mot vu bip ¢ ban casino vdy d6.” Gi nhin Annabelle ngudng md, “Co 1a ngudi
gi6i nhat ma toi ting biét day, Annabelle. C6 c6 thé dem lai ci nong hay cai lanh. Cit nhin bon chu
tan chay thi biét. Va c6 thdy duoc hoi nudc bdc 18n trudc tat ca ching t6i,” hin néi thém, ¥ mudn dé
cip dén nhitng tén nhan vién song bai dang ngd vuc.

“Con anh 13 nguoi ‘thg may’ gioi nhat toi timg hop tac, Leo a. Ngay ca khi mot dua bip khac
ngang chan anh, anh van c6 thé tom dugc no trude khi ga chia bai quay lai.”

“Q, t6i gioi nhi, nhung sy that 1a co cling gidi y chang toi. Toi thinh thoang nghi rang 130 gia ciia
cO gitr to1 lai chi boi vi co bao 6ng ay the.”

“T6i rat tin nhiém anh. Con Paddy Conroy chi lam nhitng gi Paddy Conroy mudn lam. Va rét
cuc thi 6ng ay lura ca hai ching ta.”

“Phai, va dé ching ta lai cho thing Bagger xtr. Chuyén gi xay ra néu c6 khong nhanh nhu cat
khién han ban trugt vai phan?” Ga dua mat nhin ra bién, “C¢ 1€ ta dd & dau do ngoai kia.”

Cb ta giat diéu thudc ra khoi miéng ga, “Gio thi ta da di xong con dudng mon ki niém, quay trd
lai cOng viéc thoi.”

Ho tién vé 161 vao song bai ro1 dot nhién ngung lai. “D1 xe tho vao di,” Leo canh bao.

Mbi song bai déu cé chuyén xe buyt dé ché con bac vao song, nhirng khich nay ding xép hang
tir 11 gio trwa dé cho. Xe buyt tha khach, thudng 1a nhitng ngudi 16n tudi, nhitng ngudi ca ngy & song
bac dé cuoc sd tién an sinh x3 hoi ctia minh va ngau nghién miy mon db an vat. Dé roi ho lai nhay 1én
xe buyt trd' vé& nha v6i vai dong vit vanh con lai dé song lay it ca thang. Nhung chic chin thang sau
ho lai dén khi s tién nha nudc tra cho dugc chuyén vao tai khoan.

Leo va Annabelle nhin nhitng cong din 16n tudi dén song bai Pompeii vira kip dO’t phét d6 an

dau tién trong ngy va lang thang phia sau ho. Ca hai di 10ng vong trong song bai vai tleng dong ho,
tham chi choi vai canh bac may rui luon. Leo thiang duoc kha kha & trd gieo xic xdc, trong khi

Annabelle choi tro xi-déchm, thang nhiéu hon thua.

Sau d6 ho gip lai nhau tai mot quay bar. Leo ngam nguoi nit phuc vu than hinh hip dan mang vé
da loay hoay mang thirc uong cho ddm con bac dang cho tho1 ¢ song xtc xac, Annabelle ha thap giong,
“Sao ha?”

Ga tréu trao nhai qua ho dao roi nhdp mot ngum Jack va Coke. “Song bai xi-déch s6 nam. C6 vé
nhu ching ta lam dugc mdt it tro khi & day,” ga dé cap dén dung cu dang gitr cac xap bai.



“C6 nguoi chia bai khong?”
“Cé chir, con ¢6 thi sao?”

Annabelle hop mdt ngum rugu vang trude khi tra 101, “Ban ru-1ét ké bén khung quay, ¢6 nhom
bon nguo1 dang lam tot nhiém vy.”

“Téi tuong ho day cho bon chia bai biét xem xét ki ludng tién danh bac chtr. Thé miy cai may
theo do1 gan trén cao va may quay phim cuc nhd ngay nay thi sao?”

“Anh biét cai ban ru-Iét dién r6 ¢& nao ma, do la 1y do. Va néu anh gid1, anh c6 thé 1am bat ctr
chuyén gi du chung c6 cai dat may cai d6 cong nghé cao.”

Ga cham ly v6i Annabelle, “Khong phai ching ta di biét chuyén d6 sao?”
“Con van dé an ninh & day?”

“Khéng c6 gi bat thudng. Toi cho rang song bai niy dang nam dudi hang nghin tan bé tong duoc
bao vay boi hang triéu ga dugce trang bi sung.”

“May la chung ta khong di duong d6,” ¢6 a dap 10i kho khbc.

“U, c¢6 khong mudn 13‘1;11 hu méng tay minh chtr gi.” Ga dat ly rugu cde-tai xubng, “Thang Jerry
bay gio khoang bao nhiéu tudi?”

“Sau muro1 sau,” co ta tra 101 ngay lap tuc.

“Tbi ca rang thang ay khong xudng strc theo tudi tac,” Leo cuc can.

“Dung vay.”

Annabelle c6 vé rat chic chin, hin nhin nghi ngo.

“Anh kiém tra roi ma, nhé khong Leo? Ké lira dao s6 101.”

“Khon kiép, thang khén d6 dang t6i kia,” Leo ndi qua k& riang, quay di ngay lap tuc.

Annabelle liéc xéo thiy sau tén dan ong tré, to con luc ludng bude ngang qua. Ching di bao
quanh mot ngudi dan ong khac tuy 1un nhung trong rat khoe manh, nguoi tim thudce véi vai rong va
mai toc day bac trang. Tén ndy mic bd comple xanh duwong dat tién va ca-vat vang. Khudn mit Jerry
Bagger ram ning. Mot vét seo chay dai xudng ma, nhin giéng nhu song miii bi danh giy it nhat vai 1an.
Dudi chan miy tring 13 d6i mat khon ngoan soi doi. Tén nay dua mat khap song bai ciia minh, ¢ vé
nhu nhap moi théng tin thi vi dang dién ra ¢ cic may danh bac, nhitng sap bai va nhitng thir c6 thé bi
nghién nat nhu cam.

Ngay khi bon vé si va han ta di khoi Leo quay lai va cd ging diéu hoa hoi thd. Annabelle 1én
tieng, “Anh thd qua nhanh khi tén day di ngang qua song bai khong nam trong ké hoach cua ching ta,
Leo a.”



Leo phan tran, “Khong phai lo, to1 vuot qua dugce roi.” G3 hit mot hoi that sau.

“Chung ta chwa bao gid gip d6i mit v6i thang Jerry. Chi ¢6 bon dan em ciia n6 truy sat chung ta
chir khong phai nd. Thang ay khong thé nao nhan ra anh dau.”

“Biét roi, biét roi.” Ga ndc hét ly nudc ctia minh, “Gid 1am gi day?”

“Té6i lac di thi ta di. Cho t6i lac d0, ta viét kich bdn, tdp tuong va tinh ké lic ldm nguy vi
thang Jerry rat kho doan du chung ta c6 lam hoan hdo ciing chua du thoat.”

“Co biét ddy, t6i quén co 1a mot nguoi cd dong gioi.”

“Pau c6 gi sai khi noi chuyén hién nhién c6 thé xay ra. Néu nd bat ngd giy kho khin, ching ta
phai san sang trng pho, hodc 1a béo mang.”

“Pung, chung ta biét qua rd vé chuyén hodc la bé mang, phai khong?”

Leo va Annabelle im ling nhin chim chim véao Jerry Bagger & phia goc sanh. Han ta cung doi
quan cua minh lam nao loan song bai, sau d6 han nhay 1én chiéc xe mo-t6 ho tong va rd ga chay, co 1€
da bé gay xuong banh che dira nao do vi td1 lura gat vua song bai ba muoi dola, it hon ba muoi tricu
dola nhiéu.
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Pén cudi tudn thi ho da hoan tat phan chudn bi. Annabelle dién mot chiéc vay den va doi giay
cao got va deo rat it trang strc. Gio mai toc ¢6 4 vang hoe va lia chia, trong ching giéng birc hinh ma
song bai dang luu. Vé ngoai ctia Leo hoan toan thay doi vi mai toc gia mong mau xam va chom rau
dé nho nho, kinh mong va van quan tdy, 4o ghi-18 va 4o vét-tong khoac ngoai.

Ga noi, “Piéu lam t61 kho chiu 1a viéc phai to cdo may thang bip khac.”

“Lam nhu ching s€ khéng t6 c40 minh néu chl'lng c¢6 co hdi bién di véi hang triéu dola vay? Voi
lai nhitng dua ta vach mat déu khong du gioi dé hanh dong trot lot thoi, sém mudn gi chung cling bi
bat. Thoi budi ndy dau gidng ngdy xua nita. Pau con ai duoc chon trong sa mac hay quang xubng bién
bai Tay Duong. Tro dat cuogc sau la dang manh khoe Lira bip, gan giéng 4m muru & cap do th ba. Ho
phai dong tién phat hodc tron 1én miy chiéc tiu casino ¢ ving trung tim phia bac nudc My hay di quiy
ray tho dan da do & bang New England cho dén khi thoi gian troi qua, roi ho doi vé ngoai, trd lai day
dé bat dau lai vong quay ndy.”

“U, nhung nhu thé van 14 bat chinh.”

Annabelle nhin vai, “T6i s& giri cho ho mbi ngudi hai muoi nghin déla dé trang trai néu viéc
giip do ndy lam anh cam thay dé chiu hon.”

Leo tuoi tinh 1én nhung roi lai néi, “Puoc thdi, dung léy ph?m chia cua t61 dem cho 1a duoc

r61.”

Ho dé Freddy va Tony ¢ lai va di thué phong & mdt khach san vao bac nhit & Broadwalk. Ca
hai khong con lién lac truc tiép v6i Freddy va Tony nita ké tir gio phat ndy trd di. Trude khi chuyén
di, Annabelle di nhic nhé ca hai, dic biét 1a Tony, phai nh& nam long réng bon chi diém c6 mit khép
moi noi. “Anh khéng duoc vung tién mit, khong dua giom, khong nodi bat ctr diéu gi lam ai d6 nhan ra
c6 mot nhom bip dang hoat dong, bd1 vi nguodi ta s€ chay dén mot nguoi khac dé ké va nhan tién chi
diém. Chi can trugt chAn mot 1an thi di toi ca dam nhé.”

Cb ta nhin thang mit Tony va noi thém, “Pay 1a chuyén nghiém tic, Tony. Ping c6 lam x4o tron
moi thir 1én.”

“T61 s€ kin dao hon. To1 hira danh du.”



Leo va Annabelle don tic-xi dén Pompeii va ngay 14p tirc quan sat cdc nhom bip. Annabelle
theo doi mot nhom gig tro ddt cugc sau ¢ cac ban ru-1€t trong cac song bai trén duong Broadwalk.
Tro ‘dat cugc sau’ nay bat nguén tor mon dua ngya khi dadt cugce van duoc chép nhan sau khi nguoi dat
cuoc da biét két qua cudc dua. Voi tro ru-1ét thi ké bip phai 1én lat nhét nhitng thé ¢6 ménh gia 1on
vao cac 6 s6 thang ngay sau khi vién bi di chay vao 6. Vai nhom bip sir dung ki thuat khac. Nguoi dat
cuoc sé gidu nhitng thé ménh gia 16n dudi nhitng thé ménh gia nho hon trudc khi vién bi roi xudng.
Sau d6 ngudi dat cuge sé& kéo thé ménh gia 16n ra khoi ban néu han thiy vién bi khong roi tring s6 do
hodc chang 1am gi ca ngoai viéc la 1én vui sudng néu sd d6 thing, ngay dudi mii nguoi nhan vién. Ky
thudt sau c6 1oi thé rd rang 1a lira dugc may quay phim gin trén tran boi vi nguoi ta s& kiém tra lai
doan phim néu c6 ngudi thing cuoc. Roi doan phim sé& cho thiy ngudi cugc chang 1am gi véi céc the
hét, vi anh ta kéo céc thé ra chi khi thua cuoc thoi. “Pit cuoc sau’ & cac ban ru-1ét can rat nhiéu cong
suc luyén tap, biét canh thoi gian, tinh than déng doi, su kién nhan, kha nang tro1 phil va quan trong
hon ca d6 1a than kinh virng vang.

Annabelle va Leo da tung la bac thﬁy tro ‘cugce sau’. Tuy nhién, voi ki thuat theo doi1 hién dai
ma cac casino ngdy nay str dung dd giam rat nhiéu co hoi thanh cong ctia nhitng con bip ngoai trir
nhitng ké cao tay. Va vé tu nhién ciia mot tro bip thi chi co thé théng mdt s6 14n han ché trude khi gia
thua, dé cho sd tién théng cuoc va thua cuge vira du dé tranh rii ro bi phat hién.

Leo van quan sat ban xi-dach c6 mdt ga dang choi va thing véi mot khoéng cach vira phai.
Khong da 1on dé 1am ngu’ol khac nghi ngo, nhung Leo tong cong lai thi gd d6 da kiém duoc nhiéu hon
s6 tién lwong com va tién udng nude mién phi. Ga ta goi Annabelle.

“C6 san sang chua?”

“C6 ve€ nhu nhitng anh ban ‘dat cugc sau’ cua toi sap san sang thang cugc nita roi. Hanh dong
tho1.”

Annabelle dén bén canh ngudi dan éng c6 than hinh chic nich ma ¢6 a chic 1a nguoi quan 1y
khu vuc song nay va thi tham vao tai han, dau huéng vé ban ru-1ét no1 dang dién ra tro bip.

“C6 tro Itra bip dang dién ra ¢ khu vuc s6 3, ban sé 6. Hai ngudi phu nir ngdi bén phai 1a hai
ngudi dit cuoc. Thing ‘tho” dang & cudi ban. Thing Claimer 13 cai thing 6m tong teo deo kinh dang
dtng bén trai phia sau nguoi chia bai. Goi cho bén theo ddi bang camera phong to dé quan sat hanh
dong kéo nhirng thé ménh gia 16n.”

Céc ban choi ru-1ét rong dén ndi thudng phai co hai camera lap dit trén tran nha dé quan sat,
mot cai huéng vao banh xe quay va vién bi, cai con lai huéng vao ban dat cugc. Van dé 13 & chd
ngudi ki thudt vién ¢ phong quan sat chi c6 thé theo ddi mdt camera vao mot thoi diém nhét dinh. Tén
quan 1y nhin ¢6 4 chdm chim nhung gi khong thé 10 di su mo ta xac thuc va quyén uy ctia Annabelle.
(G2 nhanh chong lap 1ai ménh I€nh nay vao bo dam.

Trong lac d6 Leo khép nép tién dén bén canh tén quan 1y khu vuc song bai cta hin va néi khe



kh&, “Phia cudi ban xi-dach sb 5, nhan vién chia bai do ec cua cac anh dang xao bai. Ngudi choi &
ghé s6 3 deo mot may phan tich thé bai dudi dui phai, thing Ay con gan tai nghe dé nhan dién thoai tir
may vi tinh nira. May quay s& khong quay dugc canh trao bai vi bi cac dong tac cua nguoi chia bai
che khuit; nhung néu cac anh goi ngudi ay dung & vi tri nay theo doi, cac anh s& dé dang nhan ra hanh
dong ltra bip do tu tang trét.”

Vi 101 canh bao ctia Leo, tén quan 1y chi mit vai gidy dé goi 1én tang dé kéu ngudi xudng chup
hinh.

Nam phut sau dam con bip ngo ngac khi canh sat dugc goi dén dé giai ching di.

Mudi phut sau Annabelle va Leo thiy minh dang & mdt phong nao dé trong song bai, noi ma
khong c6 bat cir mot “ba ngoai” song bang tién phuic 1gi xa hoi nao dugc mo1 dén.

Jerry Bagger bat day sau cai ban lam vieéc kha 1on trong can phong hao nhoang ctia minh, tay hin
duat tai quan véi vai mon trang strc quanh co tay va cai cO vam v0 ram nang cua han.

“Xin 16i vi tao khong mudn cam on ching may da gitp tao gitr lai dugc miy nghin d6la,” giong
gam gur cho thay han dén tr Brooklyn. “That sy ma no6i thi tao khong quen véi1 viéc nguot khac lam on
cho minh. Mbi 1an nghi dén chuyén ay tao muon dung toc gay. Ma tao khong thich toc tai dung dung.”

Sau thang khic & trong phong mac nhirng bo cornple dat tién, vai to khoe va khoanh tay trudc
nguc nhin Leo va Annabelle nhu mudn an troi nudt séng.

Annabelle tién 1én phia trudc, “Chung toi 1am viéc nay khong phai vi muén ban on cho dng.
Chung t61 1am vay dé dugc 1én day gap ong thoi.”

Bagger dang tay, “Vay thi chiing may & day roi d6. Thiy tao r6i do. Gid sao day?”
“Mot 11 dé nghi.”

Bagger tron mat, “O, ra 1a thé.” Han ngdi xudng chiéc ghe sa-16ng bang da, 1dy mot qua 6c chd
trong bat va bop v& nb bang tay phal "Co phal chung may muon ndi rang ching may sé& gitip tao kiém
mot tan tién gidy dui tao dd c6 mot tin tién gidy r6i?”” Han nhai hat 6c ché tréu trao.

“Dung vay, va cung lic do 6ng cling co6 thé phuc vu cho dat nuéc nira.”

Bagger nat, “Dat nudc cia tao u? Co phai 1a cai dat nwdc canh gac tao dé bat tao phai lam an
hoan toan hgp phap khong?”

“Chung t61 c6 thé gitip ong 1am diéu d6,” Annabelle tiép 10i.

“Q, thé chung may 1a nhan vién FBI ha?” han nhin bon tay chan cta minh. “E tyi bay, ta c6 bon
nhan vién chinh phu trong song bai nay. Goi thang khon Orkin 1€n di.”

Bon vai u thit bap cudi ho hd.

Annabelle ngdi xudng bén canh Bagger va dua cho hin to danh thiép. Hin doc, “Pamela Young,



Lién hgp Quan 1y Quoc té, chang co nghla ly gl voi tao ca.” Han quing tdm danh thiép lai cho 4.
“Nhan vién cta tao noi rang chiing miy biét rat rd miy vu lira bip 6 song bac. Ching may c6 duoc day
trong may trudng huin luyén ctia FBI khong? Néu khong tao ching tin chiing may 13 nhan vién FBL”

Leo nbi coc 1¢, “Ong kiém mot ngay ba chuc hay bon chuc triéu dola? C)ng phai danh mdt $b
tién nhat dinh dé ndp thué¢ danh bac, nhung con dong tién con du. Ong lam gi v1 dong tién du d6? Noi
di.”

Ngudi chu song bai nhin gd mot cach ngac nhién, “Tao 14y sd tién d6 dan day tudng nha tao diy,
do dan don a.” Han ta liéc mat véi bon tay chan, “Dem may dra chd nay khuat mit tao di.”

Bon vai u thit bép san tGi, hai dira nhac béng Leo khéi san nha trudce khi Annabelle noi, “f)ng
nghi sao néu muoi phan tram so tién dong thue do quay trd lai ti ong?”

“Tao nghi chuyén d6 ciing hay,” Bagger dung day di dén ban lam viéc.

“Y t6i 1a mudi phan trim cir mdi hai ngdy co,” gi quay lai nhin. “Ong nghi sa0?”” Annabelle hoi
lai.

“Khé ma tin duge.” Han ldy tir ngin kéo ra mot dong thép tri gia ndm nghin dola quing vao mit
co 4, “LAy tién di choi thoa thich di. Khéng can phai cAm on tao. Coi nhu qua Chua ban ting cho
chiing may. Pung dé canh cira kia dap vao mong ching may khi budc ra khoi vin phong ciia tao.” Han
ra hiéu cho bon tay chan dé Leo di.

Annabelle noi tiép, “Hay nghi k¥ di 6ng Bagger. Ngy mai chiing t6i quay lai dé dé nghi v6i ong
lan nira. Cung v&1 céc chi thi, chung t61 dugc ra I€nh hoi 6ng hai 1an. Néu 6ng khong muon, 130 sép toi
s€ d1 t61 Broadwalk va thuong lugng vé1 mot trong nhitng doi thu cua 6ng.”

“Chic may min nha.”
Co a tu tin no1, “Chuyén nay lam dugc & Vegas thi cling lam dugc ¢ day.”
“U, dting d6. Tao udc gi ching miy bién di v6i cai gi chung may dang [am.”

“Thu nhap tir co bac da qua thoi dn nén lam ra ndm ndm trudce ro1 Ong Bagger a. Vay sao bon
song bai & Vegas ctir chat dong cua cai hang ty d6la? Cur nhu thé chiung in ra tién vay.” C6 a ngung lai,
“Va that sy 1a chung in ra dugc tién. Va cung luc co6 thé gitip d& cho dat nude nira.”

Han ngdi xudng ban 1am viéc va tran trdi nhin Annabelle, 1an dau tién voi mot chit gi d6 quan
tam. Do 1a tat ca nhitng gi Annabelle can vao luc nay.

“Ong c6 bao gio tu hoi tai sao khong mot con bac nio & cac song bai Vegas bi nhan vién FBI
tham van trong vong mudi nim qua khong? Toi khéng ndi dén miy vu truy t& Mafia vi d6 1a tin cii 1am
roi. Nhung ong va toi biét cai gi dang dién ra ¢ d6. Nhu ong noi, B6 Tu phap nim dau ong roi,”
Annabelle tiép tuc, “T6i biét mot ngudi théng minh nhu Jerry Bagger khong tin vao may rii cho 1dm.”
Co a dat danh thiép 1én ban cua hén, “Ong 6 thé goi1 cho to1 bat ky luc nao. Dan lam viéc nhu chiung
t6i khong bo budc trong gid hanh chinh.” Annabelle liéc mét nhin miy tay dan em van con dtng canh



Leo, “Ching toi1 tu di dugc, cam on cac anh.”
Annabelle va Leo budc ra.

Khi ctra sap lai sau lung by doi, Bagger cau kinh ra 1énh, “Theo du6i chiing n6.”



Chuong 19

Annabelle va Leo dang ¢ trong xe tic-xi, anh mét c6 4 chua hé roi khoi kinh chiéu hau.

“Chung n6 & dang sau a?” Leo khe khé hoi.

“Tét nhién. Khong thi chung nd & dau bay gio?”

“Luc nay to1 tu:é’ng nhu may thang linh danh thué d6 sip quing toi ra khoi ctra s6 vay. Sao tdi ctr
phai dong vai t€n cdm t61 bén canh tén cdm gidi 1a ¢6?”

“Boi vi anh dong qua tot vai mot tén com té.”

Leo rung minh, “Thang Ay van 1 con 4c mdng d6i véi t6i. CO c6 thay nd bép nat qua oc chd
bang mdt tay khong?”

“Tho1 nao, nd bat chudc phim bao lyc ay ma.”

Xe tac-xi d6 xich truée khach san va ching budc xuéng. Annabelle di bo xudng phd r6i bing
qua duong. Co6 ta g0 coc coc 1én kinh chiéc xe Hummer dau & d6. Kinh xe ha xudng, bén trong la bon
tay chan cua Bagger.

Annabelle nhe nhang noi, “Cac anh ndi véi 6ng Bagger rang toi & phong s6 1412. A, toi dua céc
anh thém mot cai danh thiép phong trudng hop ong ta quing cai cii roi.” Annabelle quay got trd lai chd
Leo dung, va ca hai cung budc vao khach san. Di¢n thoai cua c6 ta rung 1én. Tony goi dé xac nhan
minh d3 vao dang vi tri. C6 4 d3 mua cho gi mot cai dng nhom dat tién va kéu gi thué phong trong
khach san ddi dién song bai Pompeii. Cira s6 phong ndy ngang tim cin hd vin phong ctia Bagger.

Mudi phat sau, cudc goi ma Annabelle mong doi ciing dén. C6 ta ra hiéu cho Leo dang ding
bén ctra s6. Ga ta nhanh chong nhan tin cho Tony bang dién thoai hiéu Blackberry cua minh.

Annabelle mot tay dit ho trén 6ng nghe, tay con lai ngoic Leo, “Dén ddy, nhanh 1én.” Chudng d6
nam lan, sau lan, bay lan.

Pén tiéng chudng thtr chin, Leo nhan duoc tin nhan tra 101 va git dau. Annabelle chop 1y dng
nghe. “A167”

“Sao mdy nhdn ra bon dan em ctia tao nhanh qua vay?” Bagger rong 1én.

“N6i dén theo doi thi... sép ciia toi khong ai c6 thé sanh kip, ong Bagger 4. Pay chi 12 mot cau
hoi ctia hang nghin tai san trén mat dat va mot khoan tién khong han dinh.” Sy that 1a co ta biét hian kéu
dan em theo ddi minh nén dd quan sat ching bang kinh chiéu hiu cua tic-xi. Trudc d6 & song bai
Annabelle da dé y thiy nhirng tén bao vé Bagger déu 14i xe hiéu Hummer, khong kho dé nhin thy diéu



do.
“Nghia 14 tao dang bi giam sat sao?” Bagger ndi cau.
“Tat ca chung ta déu bi giam sat, chir khong phai chi ¢6 minh 6ng, 6ng Bagger a.”

“Bo me cai doan ‘Ong Bagger a’ di. Sao may biét miy tro lira bip & song bai rd qua vay? Ching
may nhin ra t61 hai vu & cho cua tao, lam tao nghi rang chiing may xuat than tir theé gigi bac bip do.”

“To1 khong nhan ra bon ching. Ching t61 c6 ba nhom trong song bai cua ong ngay hom nay,
ching t6i dung ho ‘nhtr’ 6ng dé duoc moi dén gip ong thoi. Nhirng ngudi trong nhom nay 1a tay bip
chuyén nghiép & song bai. Ho truyén 4m cho ching t6i va ching t6i 1dp lai cho miy ngudi quan 1y cua
ong nghe. Rat don gian.”

“DPugc roi, bo qua di. Ching may mudn gi?”
“To1 tudng minh da ndi rat ro y dinh trong van phong cua ong roi char...”

Bagger ngit ngang, “U’, U, tao biét may noi cai gi rdi. Nhung tao mudn biét ¥ may mudn gi khi
may noi nhu the.”

“Pay chang phai 1 diéu t6i chuan bi dé n6i bang dién thoai. Cuc An ninh...” Annabelle nhanh
nhau lap liém, “Dién thoai ban khong an toan lam.”

“May dinh n6i Cuc An ninh Quéc Gia chtr gi? May thing quy ma 4y tao biét hét.”

“Véi1 tat ca su ton trong, khong a1 biét tat ca moi thir vé Cuc An ninh Quoc Gia, ngay ca ngai
Tong thong,” c6 nang noi.

Pau day kia im lang,

“Ong van con giit may chir?”

Hin nat nd, “Con!”

“Ong c6 mudn gip mit & van phong cta minh khong?”
“Khong dugc. Tao dang, o, tao da ra khoi thi trin roi.”

“Khong phai. Ong dang ngdi trong vin phong.” Thong tin nay Tony vira mdi giri thu dién tir cho

Pau day kia dot ngdt ctp may.
Annabelle dit 6ng nghe xudng, nhay mat tran an Leo.
Ga thd phao nhe nhdm, “Ta trugt qua xa rdi day Annie.”

CO nang budn cudi noi, “Anh chi goi to1 1a Annie khi anh that sy rat lo léng, Leo a.”



G4 lau mo hdi tran va dot mot diéu Winston, “U’. A, ¢6 nhitng thir van khong thé thay d6i dung
khong?”

Pién thoai lai d6 chudng. Annabelle bat may.

“Pay la dia ban clia tao,” Bagger ham he. “Khong thiang nio giam sat tao & dia ban ciia tao hét.”

Annabelle binh tinh, “Ong Bagger, chuyén ndy c6 vé 1am ong kho chiu. Pé don gian, t6i s& bao
cao lai rang ong khudce tir 101 dé nghi thir hai va ciing la 161 d€ nghi cudi cung cua chiing t61. Nhu thé
ong s& khong can phai bon chon nira. Va nhu t61 da noi, to1 s€ di li€n hé véi song bai khac.”

“Chang song bai nio xung quanh ddy tin vao cau chuyén nira voi ctia ching may.”

“Day khong phai 1a mot cau chuyén. Ching t61 khong mong doi chu song bai tin vao chuyén nay.
Vi thé chung t61 cho ho thir. BE ho ¢6 mdt mon tién 16n nhanh chong va ré1 dé ho tu quyét dinh c6 tham
gia hay khong. Du sao ho van gilt lo1 nhuan ma.”

Annabelle nghe hin thé ning nhoc bén kia dau day.

“Bao nhiéu tién?” han hoi.

“Ong mubn bao nhiéu?”

“Sao ‘chinh phu’ lai dé nghi kiéu thoa thuin nhu thé nay?”

“Cé nhiéu dang ‘chinh phi’. Mot phan dic biét khong ua dng khong c6 nghia 1a nhitng phan con
lai khong thay nhirng lo1 thé cua ong. Chung to1 chi quan tAm dén viéc Bo Tu phap dang theo sat ong.”

“Lam sao chung may biét d6 1a 1gi thé?”

“Vi ai ma tin rang chinh pht My lai ‘1am dn’ voi 6ng?” ¢6 4 ndi mot cach don gian.
“Bon may c6 lién quan véi Cuc An ninh Qudc gia khong?”

“Khong hé.”

“Co quan Tinh bao Trung vong?”

“Toi s& tra 101 ‘khoéng’ véi tat ca cac cAu hoi nhu thé. Toi khong deo huy hiéu hay thé trong
truong hop nhu thé nay.”

“Tao ¢6 ca déng quan chirc trong tay & Washington day. Tao ma goi 12 biét ngay thoi.”

“Ong ma goi thi 6ng ciling s& chang biét gi boi vi cac quan chirc Ay khong biét gi vé linh vuc toi
dang lam dau. Nhung goi xa xa nhé. Goi cho Co quan Tinh b4do Trung wong di. Phc‘)ng truong hgp ong
khong biét, t6i noi ludn: ho dit vin phong & Langley, McLean, bang Virginia. Nhiéu nguoi ctr nghi ho
dong d6 ¢ quan Columbia moi chét chr. Tin hay khong tiry ong, s0 dién thoai cua ho c6 trong danh ba
day. Ong doi lién lac véi Ban Tinh bao Trung wong. Nhung dé tiét kiém tién goi dién gium 6ng, ho s&
bao voi 6ng rang ho chura hé nghe dén tén Pamela Young hay Lién hop Quan Iy Quc té nao hét.”



“Lam sao tao biét duoc rang ching may dang 1am cai trd lira phinh tao?”

“To1 khong phai ludt su, nhung t61 phai noi rang néu c6 chuyén lura bip thi vy nay ro rang la mot
cai bay ro1. Néu ong muon kiém tra duong day theo do1 cua chung t61 thi clt viéc thoai mai.”

Bagger n61, “Con vy lam thtr thi sao?”

“Vai cu kich chuét trén may vi tinh théi ma.”

“Giai thich di.”

“Khéng néi trén dién thoai duge. Noi truc tiép thoi.”

Annabelle nghe ga thd dai.

“Bon may n toi khéng?”” hin hoi.

“Khong.”

“Pompeii, muoi phit nira. S€ cd nguoi don bon may ¢ cura trudce.”
Han gac may.

Annabelle dat dng nghe xudng va ngude nhin Leo, “Chiing ta nhip cudc roi.”
“Pén luc chién dau day,” i ta noi.

“Pén luc chién dau roi,” Annabelle dong tinh.



Chuong 20

Mot gid sau ca hai d3 an xong bita an tdi tuyét voi duge dau bép ctia Bagger chuan bi. Bagger
cam ly rugu bourbon cung Annabelle va Leo cam rugu vang dén ngoi trén nhirng chiéc ghé boc da ém
a1 gan ngon ltra ga bap bung.

Bagger d3 chip thuan 101 dé nghi, kéu Annabelle va Leo kiém tra xem c6 thiét bi nghe 1én nio ¢
day khong.

“R01, an udng no say roi, gio ndéi chuyén di,” Bagger ra 1énh. Han gio mdt ngdn tay 1€n, “Ching
may lam duogc gi? Sau d6 ndi véi tao ve so tien may da dé cap.”

Annabelle ngdi xudng, tay cam ly ruou vang, liéc mit nhin Leo, “Ong c¢6 nhé ngin hang Iran-
Contra khong?”

“Khong ro 1am.”

“Cé vai lan 1a1 suat & My dugc tiéu xai tot nhat bang cach gitip do cac nude khac va mot s6 to
churc khong dugc ho trg thuong xuyén & My.”

“Cai gi? Chang han nhu dua stiing cho Osama Bin Laden dé danh Lién bang Nga ha?” han cuoi
mia mai.

“Thi chon cai nao it to1 t¢ hon trong hai céai to1 t€ thoi. Chuyén nay xay ra hoai.”
“Vay chung may muon lam gi véi tao?”

“Chung t6i c6 nhiéu ngudn tién bi mat, nhung phai ma mdanh voi dong tién nay trude khi duogc
st dung c6 hiéu qua,” Annabelle nhap mdt ngum ruou.

“Y may la chuyén tién vao ngan hang dé che gidu goc tich ay ha?” Bagger hoi.
Co6 @ mim cuo1 duyén dang, “Khong, vy t61 la ma manh mot chat.”

“Tao chang thdy mdi lién hé nao & day ca.”

“El Banco del Caribe. Ong biét ngan hang nay khong?”

“Tao c6 can phai biét khong?”

Leo 1én tiéng, “Do khong phai 14 chd ong dé tién mat thu duoc tir song bai ha? Ho chuyén 1am
tién mat boc hoi, di nhién phai tra cong ro61. Khong tinh bat ctr loai thué nao voi khach hang hét.”

Bagger gan nhu ding bat day.



Annabelle noi, “Biét nhitng chuyén nhu thé 1a mot phan cong viéc ciia chiing t6i. Nhitng ngudi
khac cling dugc ghi chép chi tiét chir khong riéng gi ong.”

Bagger ng61 xudng, han nhin cai dau toc chia chia cua co a, “May trong chang giong di¢p vién
chut nao.”

“VAn dé 1a ¢ do, diang khong?” co ta to ra than thién, dirng day di rot thém ruou vao ly.

“Nhung ndy, 1am sao tao biét ching may 1am viéc hop phap? Tao goi ai ho ciing ndi chua nghe
tén may bao gio. Vay sao tao biét chung may la ai?”

“C6 tién mua tién ciing duge,” Annabelle ngdi xudng.
“Y may 1a sao?”

“Y t6i 1a xin ong cho goi tén thi quy ctia minh 1én.”
Bagger nhin c¢6 4 nghi ngd rdi nhac dién thoai.

Mot phut sau tén thii qui xuat hién. “Vang, thua sép?”’

Annabelle 1y mot manh gidy nho trong ti quan ra va dua cho han, “Nhap sé tai khoan niy vao
may vi tinh. Tai khoan ndy mé tai ngan hang El Banco del Caribe. Pay 12 mit mi st dung mot 1an
cung véi day so tai khoan. Hiy quay trd lai sau khi kiém tra xong dé bao cho 6ng Bagger day biét s6
du trong tai khoan.”

Bagger gat dau. Ga dan ong bude ra va vai phit sau quay lai.
“Sao ha?” Bagger hip tip hoi.
“Thua sép, ba triéu muoi hai nghin déla va muoi sau xu.”

Bagger nhin Annabelle tran tréi, rd rang trong 4nh mat han bat dau c6 chut ton trong. Han vay
tay cho tén thu quy lui. Cra dong, hdan noi, “Dugc roi, bon may c6 khoan tién dang ke do.”

“Dé giam bt moi nghi ngd cua nhitng nguwo1 nhu Ong, ching to1 cho 1am an thir nghiém trude.”
“May no1 day nhé. Co ché ra sao ha?”

“Ong giri tién trong mot tai khoan chung tdi chi dinh & El Banco trong hai ngiy; 6ng lay 1ai, roi
tién s€ quay tr¢ lai tai khoan ctia 6ng ¢ ngan hang cua 6ng.”

“Ta dang ban to1 bao nhi€u tién vay?”

“Vi du nhu: mot triéu dola. S6 tién ong gui vao s¢ nhap chung v&i nhu:ng quy khac. Hai ngay sau
ong dem tién vé cong thém hai muoi nghin dola tién 15i. Ong c6 thé gui tién ctr hai ngdy mot néu
muon.”

“Nhap chung? Y may 1a 1am trd ma manh d6 ha?”



Annabelle nang ly rugu lén, “Ong hoc nhanh thé.”

Nhu:ng Bagger long 1én song soc, “May mudn tao dé mot triéu déla vao tai khoan ma may chi
dinh roi doi hai ngay dé tién 1ai chay vé tai khoan cua tao ha? May nghi tao ngu nhu thé sao?”

Annabelle ngdi xuéng bén canh, nhe nhang cham vao tay gi, “Dé t6i ndi cho dng nghe, Jerry a,
to1 goi Ong 1a Jerry nhé.”

“Tao khong quan tam.”

“Trong hai ngiy tién ciia 6ng dé do, t6i va cong sy cua minh s& van & khich san d6, va dan em
cla Ong s¢ canh gic ching t6i ngdy dém. Néu moén tién cta 6ng khong quay tr¢ lai tai khoan cua ong
cung sd tién 14, ching toi dang 0 trong tay ong ma. To1 khong biét vé ong, nhung t6i yéu mang song
ctia minh lim va tdi khong mudn vi mot mon tién ma bé mang dau.”

Hén nhin ¢6 & tir trén Xuéng, tir dudi 1én, 1ac 1ic dau, budce t6i cira s6 va nhin qua khung ctra
kinh chong dan. “Chuyén nay 1a chuyén khung dién nhat ma tao tirng nghe thay. Ma tao ciing dién khung
lam m&1 ngdi nghe chiing may ké chuyén.”

“Nhin lai thé gi¢i hom nay di, 6ng s& ching thdy minh dién khing chit nao. Dé bao vé dat nudc,
chung ta phai lam nhiéu viéc, tit nhién khong phai viéc nao cling hoan toan hgp phap hay phai phé
bién cho cong chiing biét. Pidu gi s& xay ra néu ngudi dan My biét dugc?” C6 4 nhun vai, “Nhung d6
khong phai 14 nhiém vu cta t6i. Cong viéc cla toi 12 dam bao tién chay vao nhitng chd can phai dén.
Péi lai su giup d& cua 6ng, ong dugc tra thém tién, rat don gian.”

“Nhung tién nay déu chuyén khoan dién tir ma. Sao chung may phai chuyén toi chuyén lui dé che
giau goc tich lam gi?”

“Du tién chuyén khoan ciing bj truy ra dugc ddy Jerry. That ra mudn truy ra con dé hon tién mit
nira. SO tien do phai dugc nhidp véi nhitng ngudn tien phi chinh phu khac. Tat ca déu dugc ty dong
rua sach, dai loai giong nhu ta lau dau tay trén sing vay thoi. Ro61 so tien do s€ dén noi nd can phai
dén.”

“May no1 bon bén Vegas lam vu nay r61 ha? Vay néu tao goi hoi chiing ma...”

Annabelle cat ngang, “Ho s& chang hé mdi vi ho dugc hudng dan 1am thé.” Co a budc ti sau
lung han, “Jerry o1, mit lgi 1a 6ng s€ kiém dugc mon 161 16n, nhung cling c6 mat hai day. Bé cho cong
bang, t61 phai cho ong biét luon.”

Co a kéo ga ngdi xudng ghe s6-pha, “Néu ong dé vu x€ép dat nay cho ai do biet...”

Bagger cudi ha ha, “Pung doa tao, bé con. Tao méi 1a ngudi sang tao ra nghé thuit doa dam
day.

“Pau phai doa dam, Jerry,” Annabelle 6n ton noi, mat nhin thang vao han. “Néu 6 ong hé rang véi
ai vé vu sap xép nay, s& c6 ngudi dén tim 6ng du ong trén ¢ dau. Bon nay khong ngai bat ctr tay anh
chi ndo cta 6ng. Chung khong bi luat phap nude ndo bo budc hét, va ching s& giét bat ctr ai quan hé xa



gin v4i ong, gia tré 16n bé gi ciing khong tha. Roi ching s& xtr t6i ong.” Annabelle dé 151 noi minh
lang dong, “Toi dd 1am cong viéc ndy lau 1am r6i, va di lam nhitng viée co 1& ong cling phai ngac
nhién néu biét; nhung bon nguoi ndy ca tdi ciing khéong mudn cham mat, du c6 ca doi quan bao quanh
dé bao vé t6i. Bon nay khong phai 1a nhirng dira wu viét nhat trong so nhirng nguoi gioi nhat dau J erry.
Chung la nhu:ng dura thdi tha nhat trong nhung dam cin ba xa hoi. Va diéu cudi cling ma 6ng con co the
nhé sé& 12 ndi dau dén ching dé lai cho 6ng.”

Bagger chot gio 1én, “May tro danh dap khon kiép nay duoc chinh phu cta ching ta phdt
lwong! Chang trach gi chinh phu bon rat cua dan nhi€u tién dén thé.” Han nhip mdt ngum rugu
bourbon, ca Annabelle va Leo déu nhan thay tay han run run. “Thé tao can quai gi...” Bagger bat dau
noi tiép.

Doan dugc diéu hin s& noi, Annabelle cat ngang, “Nhung néu toi béo v6i clp trén rang Jerry
Bagger khong mudn dam phan. Ong ta chi 1dy mon 151 béo bé ctia minh rdi ngdm miéng. T6i khong
mudn ném dao vao tudng, Jerry oi. Nhitng ngudi nhu 6ng 1a phit hop nhat v6i muc dich ctia chiing toi.
Ong thong minh, gan da, giau co, va 6ng khong ngai mao hiém.” Annabelle quan sat vé mit ctia Bagger
va ndi tiép, “T6i chang mudn trao co hoi ndy cho bat cir song bac nao khac Jerry a. Nhung ma nhiém
vu cta toi rat rd rang.”

Mot phit tréi qua, han nhe rang cudi va vo dui Annabelle, “Tao yéu nudc gidng hét thing dién
tiép theo tham gia vao vu nay. Lo quai gi, ti€n hanh di.”



Chuwong 21

Hoi Camel hop khan & nha Stone tai khu nghia trang sang hom sau budi viéng thim nha
DeHaven. Stone giai thich can k&€ voi Milton va Caleb chuyén xay ra t61 hom trude.

“C¢ I€ chung dang theo do1 bon minh,” Caleb lo s¢ liéc mét ra cura so.

“Tbi s& rat ngac nhién néu ching khong theo ddi bon minh day,” Stone binh tinh tra 101.

Ngoi nha nho trang tri so sai voi cai giwdng cli, ban lam viéc 16n xiéu veo chit ddy béo chi,
nhirng ké chat day sach du thir tiéng - tat ca cac thir tiéng ma Stone biét ndi, can bép nhd véi cai ban
an liéu xiéu, phong tam nho xiu va cudi cung la may cai ghé chang ra by nao dat quanh 10 sudi - nguon
nhiét chinh trong nha.

“Chuyén nay khong lam anh lo lang sao?”” Milton hoi.

“Tbi s& lo lang nhiéu hon néu chung cd tinh giét t6i, viéc ching c6 thé 1am dé& dang - nhung
chung duong nhu khong muon giét tdi - mac cho Reuben c6 hanh dong diing cam nhu thé nao.”

“Roi sa0?” Reuben hoi. Ong dang ngdi trudc 10 sudi, c¢b xua di cai lanh. Ong nhin dong ho,
“Pén gio to1 phai di lam r61.”

Caleb dong tinh, “Toi ciing phai di.”

Stone noi, “Caleb, t61 c6 vao phong doc Sach Quy Hiém cua thu vién duogc khong?”

Caleb c6 vé khong chic chan, “A, tinh hinh binh thuong thi c¢6 thé. Y t6i 1a tdi ¢ quyén dan
ngudi vao phong doc, nhung toi s& bi xét hoi tai sao dan nhirng ngudi d6 vao. Ho that sy khong thich
nhan vién dem ngudi thin ban bé vao néu khong thong bao trudc. Va ké tir cai chét ctia Jonathan, ho
siét chit hon nita quy dinh nay.”

“Néu ngudi khach dén thim thu vién 1a mot hoc gia nude ngoai thi sao?” Stone hoi.
“A, tat nhién 1a khac r6i. Anh biét hoc gia nudc ngoai nao?”
Reuben chen vao, “Toi nghi anh ta dang néi vé minh d6, Caleb.”

Caleb nhin Stone siing so. “Oliver! Toi khong thé nao tiép tay duwa mot ngudi gia mao vao Thu
vién Qudc hoi, Chua o1!”

“Vo vong, Chua khong giai quyét van dé ndy dau. Toi cho rang ching ta dang ¢ trong tinh trang
nguy hiém vi chiing ta c6 lién quan dén Jonathan DeHaven. Vi thé ta can phai biét 1a ong ta tu nhién
lan ra chét hay 1a b1 sat hai. Viéc xem xét noi ong ta chét co6 thé gitip té61 phan nao xac dinh duogc



nguyén nhan cai chét.”

“Tbi biét nguyén nhan cai chét roi,” Caleb thong bao. Moi nguoi déu ngac nhién. “Toi vira moi
bi€t sang nay,” 6ng nhanh nhen noi. “Mot nguo1 ban trong thu vién goi cho to1, Jonathan chét vi 1én
con dau tim dot ngdt theo két qua giam dinh phap y.”

Milton néi, “Moi nguoi chét vi bénh ay day. Pon gian 1a chét vi tim ngimg dap.”

Stone ¢6 vé tram ngdm, “Milton noi dung. Diéu d6 co nghia 13 nhin vién giam dinh phap y ciing
khong biet DeHaven that sy chét vi nguyén nhan gi.” Ong ding day va nhin xuong Caleb, “T61 muon
vao thu vién ngay sang hom nay.”

“Oliver o1, anh khong thé nao dot nhién xuat hién va ty nhan rang minh 1a mdt hoc gia nio do.”

“Ta1 sao?”

“Khong thé dugc. Phai trai qua rat nhiéu nghi thirc va tha tuc phai tuan thi.”

“T6i s& noi t6i dang du lich & thanh phd niy véi gia dinh va rat ao wdc duoc nhin thiy b suu
tap sach vi dai nhat thé gid1, mot quyet dinh bat ngo vay thoi.”

“C6 thé,” Caleb mién cudng chéip nhan. “Nhung 16 ho hoi anh cau hoi gi d6 ma anh khong biét
tra 101 thi sao?”

“Chang c6 vai ndo d& dién xuit hon vai hoc gia dau, Caleb,” Stone tran an. Caleb cam thay
minh bi xic pham vi 161 nhan dinh nay, nhung Stone phdt 10 sy kho chiu cua ban minh va n6i thém,
“T6i s& co6 mit & thu vién lac 11 gio.” Ong viét gi d6 vao miéng gidy nho va dua cho Caleb, “Thong
tin vé vai dién cta toi day.”

Caleb dua mit doc rdi nhin 1én mdt cach ngac nhién.

Su viéc nay két thiic budi hop cua Hoi Camel mic du Stone kéo Milton ra mot chd va am tham
no1 chuyén véi Milton.

Vai gio sau tai thu vién Caleb dang trao sach cho Norman Janklow, mot ong ldo thudng dén
phong doc sach.

“Sach day, 6ng Norman,” anh dwa 6ng cudn Gid tir vii khi ctia Ernest Hemingway. Janklow 13
mot doc gia cuong nhiét cua Hemingway. Cuon ti€u thuyét ong cam trén tay 1a an ban dau tién, phia
trong co 101 dé tang cia Hemingway.



“To1 khao khat s¢ hiru cudn sach nay, Caleb a,” 6ng Janklow noi.

“Toi biét chir 6ng Norman, t61 cling vay.” An ban dau tién duoc Hemingway ky tdng rao ban voi
gia ba muoi lam nghin dola, Caleb biét s0 tién nay vuot qua kha ning tai chinh ctia minh va ¢ 1€ cua
ong Janklow nita. “Nhung it nhat dng van co6 thé cam no trén tay.”

“To1 dang chuan bi viét ti€u sir cua Hemingway day.”

“Tuyét qua.” Su that 13 ong Janklow dang chudn bi Vlet tiéu st Hemingway gan dugc hai ndm
roi. Tuy nhién ¥ nghi nay lam ong hanh phtc, va Caleb thi sin 1ong phu hoa vai 6ng ay.

Ong Janklow can than cham vao tap sach. “Ho sura lai bia r61,” 6ng cau kinh.

“Dung vay. Nhiéu tuyét tac ctia vin hoc My an ban dau tién du’oc Itru trir trong nhitng diéu kién
khong t6t trude khi phong Sach Quy ra doi. Chung to1 da giai quyet hang chong sach un déng nhiéu
nam lién. Quyén sach 6 ong dang cam da quéa han luu trir rat 1au rdi, co thé do 16i hanh chinh. Chuyén
ndy xay ra khi 6ng c¢6 gan ca nghin cuén sach dudi mot mai nha.”

“To1 ude gi ho gilt sach quy nguyén ven nhu hinh hai ching ngay xua.”

“Muc dich chinh cua ching t61 1a bao quan sach. Thé nén 6ng méi c6 cudn sach nay dé thudng
thire, bo1 vi n6 da duge ching to1 bao quan nhi€éu nam.”

“P3 ¢6 1an t6i gip Hemingway.”

“T6i nhé 6ng c6 ndi vai t6i r61.” Hon mét tram lan roi.

“Ong ta that vi dai. Chiing t6i da udng ruou ciing véi nhau trong mot quan ca phé ¢ Cuba.”
“Puoc r6i, toi nhé rat ki cau chuyén nay. Toi xin phép dé ong bt dau nghién ciru.”

Ong Janklow deo kinh vao, 16i ra miy to gidy, viét chi va ddm chim vao thé gidi phiéu luu la ky
ma Ernest Hemingway tudng twrong ra va viét thanh nhitng 4ng van xuoi.

Pung 11 gid, Oliver Stone hién dién & phong doc Sach Quy Hiém trong bd vét ba manh, tay cam
ba- -toong. Miéi téc bac trang chai gon gang, bo rau cling duogc tia tot gon ghé cung véi cdp kinh den lam
cho mit cua ong trong cu nhu mit con bo. Vé ngoai cung voi dang di khom khom lam 6 ong gia di hai
muoi tudi so v4i tudi that cia minh. Caleb budc ra khoi ban lam viéc ¢ cubi phong, gan nhu khong
nhan ra nguo1 ban cua minh.

Khi ngudi phyuc vu thu vién budce dén bén Stone, Caleb voi va noi, “Toi & tiép don ong éy,
Dorothy a... T61 c6 quen biét quy 6ng nay.”

Stone trau chudt cho vai dién ctia minh bang cach chia ra mot tim danh thiép mau tring, “T6i
dén dé tham quan thu vién nhu da hira, thuwa 6ng Shaw.” Ong no1 tiéng Anh ddc sét giong Duc.

Thay Dorothy, ngudi tiép tan, nhin ong td mo, Caleb néi, “Pay 1a Gido su Aust. Chung tdi quen
nhau mot ndm trude tai hdi thao sach ¢... Frankfurt, phai vay khong thua 6ng?”



“Khong, & Mainz,” Stone chinh lai. “T6i nh¢ rét rd, boi vi d6 12 mia méng tiy trang Spargel.
Va t61 ludn dén hdi thao & Mainz d€ thudng thirc loai mang tiy trang day.” Ong né nu cuo1 toe toét voi
Dorothy, ¢6 ta mim cuo1 ro1 quay tro lat lam viéc.

Mot nguoi dan ong khac budc vao phong doc va ngung lai, “Caleb, t61 muén no1 chuyén véi anh
mot chat.”

Caleb hoi tai mit, “O, chao Kevin. Kevin day la, o... Gido su Aust dén tir Puc. Ong Aust, day
la Kevin Philips, quyén giam doc B phan Sach Quy. Sau khi Jonathan...”

“A, vang, cai chét bat ngd cuia 6ng DeHaven,” Stone xem ngang. “Rat dang tiéc. Rat dang tiéc.”
“Ong ciing biét Jonathan 4?” Kevin hoi.

“Chi nghe danh t1eng ctia Ong Ay thoi. Toi nghi rd rang 13 bai phan t1ch vé James Logan voi ban
dich tac pham Nhitng van tho ludn 1y cia nha tho Cato 1 nhitng dong van cudi cung ciia ong ta.”

Philips ¢6 vé hoi ho then, “Toi phai thira nhan rang minh chua doc bai viét ay.”

“Bai phan tich vé ban dich d4u tién cua Logan duoc viét tir Bac My, rat dang nghién ctru, thua
ong,” Stone chan thanh khuyeén.

Philips n6i, “Chic chin t6i s& doc bai viét nay. That tré tréu 1a thinh thoang cac thi thu cling c6
nhiéu thoi gian dé doc sach.”

“Vay to1 s€¢ khong dam phién ong doc thém may cudn sach cua toi nita,” Stone mim cuoi. “Du
sao chung ciling dugc viét bang tieng Plrc,” 6ng cud1 tim tim.

“T6i dd moi Gido su Aust dén tham quan thu vién trong khoang thoi gian ong thim thu & day,”
Caleb giai thich. “Mot y dinh bat chot thoi.”

“T4t nhién chung to1 rat léy lam vinh du dugc don tiép ong,” Philips noi, sau do ha thép giong:
“Caleb, anh c6 nghe bao cao vé cai chét cua Jonathan chua?”

“Vang, t01 cO nghe.”

“Vay co nghia 1a 6ng ta b1 dau tim dung khong?”

Caleb nhin Stone, ngudi dang nam ngoai tam nhin ciia Kevin va gat dau.
“Vang, toi nghi chinh xac 13 thé.”

Ph1111ps lac dau, “Chua oi, 6ng ta tré hon t01 Tim nging dap, ding khong?” Ong quyén giam
dbc nhin vé phia Stone, “Gido su Aust, 6ng c6 mudn t6i dan ong tham quan khong?”

Stone cudi, chéng nguoi ning né 1én cy ba-toong cta minh, “Khéng, thwa ong Philips, t6i lai
muon 6ng danh thot gian d6 dé doc bai bi€t vé Nhitng van tho ludn [y cia ban ong.”



Philips cudi, “That tha vi khi thdy nhitng hoc gia 16i lac van con giit dugc khiéu hai hudc nhu
thé.”

“Toi s& cd gang, thua 6ng,” Stone cui thip ngudi dé chao.
Sau khi Philips budc ra, Caleb va Stone di vao kho sach.
“Sao anh biét Jonathan c6 mot bai nghién ctru d6?” Caleb hoi khi chi con hai ngudi véi nhau.

“To1 bao Milton tim trén mang, Anh ta kiém duoc trén internet va gui cho to1 mdt ban sach. To1
doc qua bai viét do6 phong truong hgp c6 a1 d6 nhu Philips xuat hién, dé chirng to minh 1a hoc gia that
ay ma.” Thay Caleb c6 vé hoi kho chiu, Stone hoi, “Sao the?”

“A, chi 1a cam théy long tu trong bi ton thuong doi chut khi théy sao ma dong vai mot hoc gia lai
de dang dén the.”

“To1 chdc chan sy xac nhan cua anh ve hoc vi cua to1 khién cho sé€p cua anh nghi t61 ding 1a mdt
gio su.”

Caleb tuoi tinh 1én, “T6i chic 1a minh d3 gop phan vao thanh cong nay.” Ong noéi nhiin nhudng.
“Puoc r6i, dién lai chinh x4c nhitng gi anh thiy vao ngay hom d6 di.”

Caleb thuat lai khi ong 1én tang cao nhit. Ong chi vao mdt vi tri, “Xéc ong ta & d6.” Caleb rung
minh, “Chua o1, rat khung khi€p anh a.”

Stone quan sat xung quanh can than va chi vao thir gi d6 trén tuong.
“Cai gi vay?”

Caleb nhin 18n, “O, voi phun dép lira diy.”

“Céc anh str dung nudc dé dap lua trong kho sach a2”

“Khéng, d6 1a hé théng khi Halon 1301.”

“Halon 1301 u?” Stone hoi.

“La mdt loai khi gas, du that ra no6 la chat long. Nhung khi chét 16ng nay ban ra khoi voi, nd bién
thanh khi gas dé dap lira ma khong ton hai dén sach.”

Stone phin chan han 1én, “Dap lira bang khi gas! Lay Chua! Caleb oi, anh khong thiy gi sao?”

Piéu Stone dang dé cap dén bdng nhién rd rang hon voi Caleb, “Y anh 14 Jonathan bi ngat khi
gas u? Khong thé nao, Oliver a. D6 khong thé 1a nguyén nhan cai chét cua Jonathan dugc.”

“Tat sao lai khong thé?”

“Boi vi mot ngudi cd vai phit chay ra khoi phong trude khi bat diu cam nhin duoc khi gas
phun ra. D6 1a 1y do tai sao nguoi ta st dung Halon & nhitng noi ¢6 nhiéu nguot lui té1. Trude khi khi



gas phun ra, cdi bdo dong s& vang 1én inh 6i. That ra ching t6i dang thay hé thong nhung chang phai vi
no gay nguy hiem.”

“Thé tai sao phai thay?”

“Halon anh hudng dang ké dén téng 0-zOn. That sy ma noi, trong khi Halon van duoc sir dung va
tai ché, nudc My da cam san xuat Halon 1302 ké tir gitta thap nién 90 ro1 - mac du chinh quyén lién
bang van con st dung chat nay nhiéu nhat trén the gig1.”

“Anh biét ro vé Halon nhi?”

“Ay, tat ca nhan vién déu duoc huin luyén ki cang vé hé théng nay ngay sau khi n6 duoc lap dat.
Va to1 ty tim hiém thém vé dé tai nay thoi.”

“Ta1 sao?”

Ong thét ra, “Bai vi 61 vao kho sach ndy thudng xuyén, va tdi chiang mudn chét thé tham. Anh
biét 1a t6i nhat nhu cay ma.”

Stone xem xét cai voi phun, “Khi gas dugc trit ¢ dau?”

“Pau d6 dudi ting hAm ctia toa nha, roi gas s& duoc bom 1én day.”

“Anh ndi n6 duge trir dudi dang 1ong roi hoa thanh khi ga sau khi phun ra ngoai?”
“Pung vay. Nho toc d6 ma chat 1ong duoc ddy ra khoi voi bién thanh gas.”

“Chac khi gas phai lanh 1am nhi?”

“Néu anh dtng trudc voi phun, anh s& chét cong.”

“Con gi nira khong?”

“Néu anh & trong phong qua 14u, anh s& bi ngat thd. Nguyén tic séng con 1a: Néu khong co du
oxy de€ ngon lura tiép tuc chay thi cling khong c6 du oxy dé thd.”

“Khi gas nay c6 thé gy dau tim khong?”

“T6i khong biét, nhung dau c6 quan trong. Hé théng nay chua bao gior bat thinh linh kich hoat.
Ca toa nha co thé nghe thay tiéng coi bao dong. Jonathan chi khong nghe duoc n6 khi 6ng ta da chét
r01.”

“Néu coi bao dong bi cit thi sa0?”
“Ai 1am diéu d6 nhi?” Caleb hoai nghi.
“T6i khong biét.”

Vira no1, Stone vira nhin cong-to 16n gén vao tru do ké sach, “Co phai la 6ng thong hoi cua hé
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thong HVAC khong?” Caleb gat dau, “Cai gi do rdt 1én cong-to d6,” Stone noi, chi vao hai céi vi
ong thong hoi bi bé cong.

“Chuyén nay xay ra khi nguo1 ta dem xe sach vao ra ay ma.”

Stone ndi, “T6i s& ndi Milton nghién ctru vé hé thong Halon dé xem con gi nita khong. Reuben
cling c6 vai nguoi ban & Phong Diéu tra D.C. va FBI tir tho1 con lam tinh bdo quan sy. T61 da nho
Reuben goi cho ho dé hoi thim vé vu diéu tra.”

“Chung ta c6 cudc hen v&i 6ng Vincent Pearl chiéu nay ¢ nha Jonathan ma. Vi nhiing tinh tiét
ma1 nay, anh nghi chiing ta ¢6 nén hoan lai cudc hop khong?”

Stone lac dau, “Khong, may tén theo ddi chung ta c6 thé tim chiing ta bat ctr noi dau, Caleb a?
Néu ta gap nguy hiém, t61 tha c6 gang tuy minh tim ra sy that con hon ngdi chd nguy hiém rét xuong
dau.”

Lac ho roi khoi kho sach, Caleb 1am bam, “Sao hdi d6 toi khong tham gia mot cau lac bg sach
nao dé tuy nham chan ma nhe nhang nhi?”



Chuwong 22

Téi d6 tat ca cung dén nha DeHaven trén chiéc Nova cta Caleb. Milton d3 tim ra nhiéu thong
tin vé cac hé thong dap lira. Ong bao cdo: Halon 1301 13 chit khéng mau, khong mui, dap ltra bang
cach ngit ngang qué trinh dot chay, bao gom viéc giam luong 6xy. Khi gas nhanh chéng bbc hoi va
khong dé lai bat cir thir gi. Khi hé théng kich hoat, khi gas phut ra chi trong vong muoi gidy.

“Chat nay c6 gay chét nguoi khong?” Stone hoi.

“Tuy thudc thoi gian anh con loanh quanh ¢ noi ¢6 khi gas va tuy thuoc vao dé dam dac cua khi
gas & khu vuc dé6 mdi xac dinh duge vi¢c anh c6 bi ngat thd hay khong. Khi gas nay con co thé giy
dau tim.”

Stone nhin Caleb véi vé dic thang.

“Nhung két qua giai phau tir thi cho biét 6ng ta bi ngung tim phoéi,” Milton nhic Stone. “Néu 6ng
ta b1 dau tim dot ngdt, nguyén nhan cai chét phai dugc ghi 1a ‘nhéi mau co tim’ mdi dung. Pau tim
hodac dot quy dé lai dau hi¢u rat ro rang. Nguoi1 giam dinh phap y khong thé nao bo 16 chi tiét do
duoc.”

Stone gat dau, “Puoc roi. Nhung ciing c6 thé 1a ngat thd, nhu anh da n6i.”
“Tb6i khong nghi thé sau khi di noi chuyén voi Caleb trude d6,” Milton noi.

“T61 xem la1 hé théng Halon cua thu vién roi,” Caleb giai thich. “No la loai hé¢ théng NOAEL.
C6 nghia 13 ‘Khéng anh hudng c6 hai’, 1 tiéu chudn sir dung trong chita chdy. N6 lién quan dén mirc
dod nhay cam cua tim & mdt noi dac bi¢t co néng do khi ga du dé dap tat 1ra. Piém mau chdt 1a: véi
loai hé théng nay, anh c6 rat nhiéu thoi gian dé thoat khoi noi dé trude khi bi anh hudng. Va mic du
coi bao dong co bi ngat vi 1y do nao d6 thi Jonathan van nghe dugc tiéng coi néu khi ga di phun ra
khoi voi. Khong co chuyén chat Halon nay lam 6ng ta yéu strc nén khong chay thoat khoi kho sach
dugc.”

“Vay c6 1& gia thuyét ctia toi vé cai chét ctia ong ta khong ding rdi,” Stone thira nhan. Ong nhin
ra phia truoc. Ho vira dén duong Good Fellow.

“C6 phai Vincent Pearl & dang kia khong?” 6ng hoi.

Caleb gat dau va ndé1 mdt cach kho chiu, “Ong ta dén som, c6 1€ hao hirc mudn chirng minh t61
hoan toan sai lam vé€ cuon Thdnh ca cua Kinh Cuu woc day.”

Reuben cuoi khay, “Toi1 thay ong ta bé 4o choang & nha r61.”

“M¢ to mat ra nhin di cac anh,” Stone canh bao khi ho budc xudng xe. “Chac chan ching ta



dang bi theo doi.”

Pung nhu 161 Stone néi, van cip 6ng nhom tir ctra s6 ddi dién nha Jonathan dang chia vao nhom
Ho1 Camel khi ho gap ong Pearl va budc vao trong nha. Nguoi theo doi cling chdp vai birc anh.

Khi d4 & trong nha, Stone dé nghi ngudi budn sach quy hiém xudng kho sach véi Caleb. “Chd dy
chang rong 16n gi cho cam, nén chi can hai chuyén gia xudng dé la du roi. Chang t61 s€ doi ¢ tang
trét,” Stone giai thich.

Caleb nhin Stone khong vui, khong con nghi ngd viéc dé mot minh Caleb di voi Pearl. Vé phan
minh, Pear]l nhin Stone hoai nghi mgt chit r61 nhun vai, “To61 doan sé mat nhi€u tho1 gian dé chirng
minh rang d6 chang phai la cudon Thdnh ca an ban dau tién.”

“Cu tr tir nhe,” Stone no61 vo1 theo khi hai ngudi budce vao thang may.

“Pirng dé may con mot sach can day,” Reuben ndi thém.

Cura dong, Stone noi, “Dugc roi, nhanh 1én, luc 1oi chd nay di.”

“Sao ta khong chd cho t6i khi Pearl di vé?” Milton hoi. “Rdi ta cir tir tir, Caleb co thé gitip ta
tim kiém.”

“T6i khong lo vé Pearl. Toi khong muén Caleb biét vi chac chan anh ta s& phan d6i.”
Ho chia ra, ba muoi phut sau da suc sao gﬁn hét can nha.
Stone thit vong, “Khong c6 gi hét. Khong nhat ky, khong thu tir.”

“T6i tim thdy cai ndy trong ti quin 40 & phong ngl cua dng ta,” Reuben noi, chia ra khung anh
nhoé chyp mdt nguoi dan 6ng va mot nguoi phu nit. “Va day la DeHaven. To61 nhan ra ong ta nho birc
hinh trén bdo.”

Stone nhin tran tran vao birc anh va 14t ra mat sau, “Khong c6 ghi chi hay ngiy thang gi hét.
Nhung nhin vé ngoai cua DeHaven, c6 thé thay rang birc hinh nay da chup rat lau r61.”

Milton noi, “Caleb bao véi chiung ta réng nguo1 ludt su co dé cap DeHaven da két hon mot 1an.
To1 tu hol nguot phu nit trong anh c6 phai 1a v cii cuia 6ng ta khong?”

“Néu dung la vo cii thi ong ta that may mén,” Reuben binh luin. “Va ho trong rat hanh phuc, co
nghia la m&1 cudi thoi. Mot thir déu thay doi theo thoi gian, tin to1 di.”

Stone nhét birc anh vao tii quan, “Gid ta phai dua vao birc hinh nay thoi.” Ong dirng lai va nhin
1én, “Can nha nay c6 mai thang doc xuong.”

“Vay thi sao?”” Reuben hoi.
“Thi nhitng cin nha c6 mai thang doc trong khu vuc dan cu nay thudng co gac.”

Milton noéi, “To1 dau thay cdn gac nao trén tang dau.”



“Anh s& khong thay néu 16i vao bi che di,” Stone dap 1.

Reuben nhin dong hd, “Sao miy nguoi dam mé hoat dong tri nio d6 1au thé? Anh nghi ho c6
dang dau da vo1 nhau khong?”

“To1 khong that su nghi hai nguwd1 dé ném may cudn an ban dau tién vao mat nhau,” Milton noi.

“Du ho c6 dang lam gi, mong 1a ho ctr 1am lau lau mdt chut,” Stone noi. “Milton, anh ¢ day
trong chirng nhé, goi chung t61 xudng néu c6 chuyén gi xay ra.”

Stone mat vai phut dé tim ra 161 vao can gac phia sau gia treo quan ao trong tu 4o cua DeHaven.
L1 vao bi khoa, nhung Stone ¢6 dem theo chia khda van nang va kim cOng luc, cudi cung 6 khoa ciing
phai chiu thua ong ta.

“Chac sau nay ho da dé thém ti 40,” Reuben noi.

Stone dong tinh, “Loai ti 40 du to dé budc vao nhu thé nay khong phd bién 1dm vao thé ky thir
19.”

Ho bu’c’rc lén cau thang. Trén dudng 1én, Stone bat cong tic dén, anh sang yéu 6t roi vao cau
thang. Pén cudi cau thang ho thiy mot khong gian rong lon. Not nay c6 ve nhu khong c6 gi thay doi ké
tir ngdy can nha duoc xay 1én. C6 vai thung gidy va va-li cii ki, nhin so ciing thiy cin gac chi toan do
vut di.

Reuben nhin théy cai vat do trude tién, dat phia trude mot khung ctra s6 hinh ban nguyét, “Sao
lai co kinh vién vong & day?”

“Anh s& khong dit kinh vién vong durdi nha kho chir ha?”

Reuben nhin vao kinh, “Chua o1!”

“Gi thé?” Stone la 1én.

“N6 huéng vao cin nha ké bén.”

“Nha ai vay?”

“Lam sao t01...” Reuben dung lai va diéu chinh 6ng kinh. “Khén kiép!”
“Gi vay? Dé t61 xem nao.”

“Ch¢ chat, Oliver,” Reuben ndi, “Pé toi quan sat mgt chut coi.”

Stone cho r6i ddy ban minh qua mot bén. Lau cdp kinh cho sach, 6ng ghé mat vao nhin xuyén
qua cua cua s6 nha bén canh. Rém ctra da duoc tha Xuéng, nhung phia trén ctra 6 con nira vong tron
bang kinh. Chi c6 thé nhin vao phong ctia nha bén kia tir noi cao nhu thé nay. Gio Stone da théy cai thu
hit sy chil y ciia Reuben. D6 14 phong ngi. Cornelius Behan ngdi tran nhu nhong trén ch1ec giuong
bbn cot trong khi mot co gai cao va xinh dep voi nude da ngaim den dang tir tir ¢i bo quan 4o dé tréu



choc gi. Chiéc dam da roi xubng san nha bong lang,

“Nhanh 1én Oliver, dén lugt t6i,” Reuben 16n tiéng, tay l4¢ vai Oliver. Oliver cir ding vy ra.
“Nay, chang cong bang chut nao. To1 thay cai kinh vién vong trudc day,” Reuben phan doi.

Stone tiép tuc theo ddi, roi tat ca ciling tudt xudng khoi doi chan thon dai cua cd gai. C6 a bude
ra, quang cai quan cho Behan; gd nhanh chong chyp lay. Co ta cuo1 16n, 6m cai cot giwong va bat dau
man maa cot boc ltra, y nhu cac vii cong chuyén nghi¢p. Khi c6 ta c61 bo doi giay va budce veé phia ga
Behan dang hao hirc cho do1, Stone tra kinh lai cho anh ban ctia minh, “T61 da thay hinh ba Behan trén
bao. Khong phai c6 a nay.”

Reuben chinh lai kinh, “Khdn kiép, anh lam léch tiéu diém réi,” ong ta can nhan,

“Anh 1am mo kinh thi ¢6.”

Reuben xem tiép, “Mot théng dan 6ng nho tho, tho kéch ¢ cung mot co gai xinh dep thé kia, sao
chuyén v& van nay co6 thé xay ra dugce nhi?”

“Q, t6i c¢6 thé cho anh mot ty 1y do,” Stone tram ngdm. “Vay DeHaven 1a mot gi xem trom nguoi
khac.”

“Khi that, sao anh d6 16i cho ong ta dugc?” Reuben ca than. “O, c6 vé nhu dau dén nhi. Ro1,
dugc roi. Nhung c6 vé t€ hon... Cha, g cling mém déo gém. Gio chan ¢ dang dau.”

Stone nghe ngong, “Gi thé kia?”

Reuben ban ron twong thuat hai vai dién boc lira bén kia nén khong thé tra 101, “Ro1, hai nguoi
ho dang nam dudi san.”

“Reuben, Milton goi chiing ta xudng kia. Cé 1& Caleb va Pearl da lén tang trét roi.”

Reuben khong thém nhtic nhich. “Gi ma phién vay? T6i chua thiy trd ndy ¢ nha thd bao gio.”
“Reuben, nhanh 1én!”

“Trong co ta khiéu khich qua!”

Stone nim Reuben kéo ra ctra, “Ngay lap tic!”

Bi Stone day xudng cau thang, Reuben cau nhau lién tyc. Luc ho xuéng dén ting trét cling 13 lic
Caleb va Pearl budce ra khoi thang may.

Milton liéc Stone va Reuben mudn toe lira, chimg to 1a ho di xudng vira dung lic; ngudi budn
sach quy c6 vé sirng so con Caleb thi dac thang.

“To1 biet day la c soc doi vot 6ng,” Caleb noi, vo vo vao vai Pearl. “Nhung t61 da noi véi ong
rang no la ban goc ma.”

“Vay no 1a 4n ban 1640 dung khong?” Stone hoi.



Pearl chi im thit va gat dau, “Va to61 da cam no, bang doi tay nay, t61 da cam nd.” Ong ta ngdi
xuong ghe, “Luc ndy t61 gan nhu muon xiu & dudt ay. Ong Shaw day da phai 1én 1ay nude cho t61.”

“Tat ca ching ta déu mic sai 1am trong doi,” Caleb no6i v6i giong cam thong nhung nu cuoi toe
to¢t da phan bdi Ong ta.

“Séang nay to61 da goi cho cac thu vién c6 luu triv quyén Thanh ca,” Pearl no1. “Dai hoc Yale,
Thu vién Quoc hoi, Nha tho Old South & Boston, tat ca. Ho khang dinh rang quyén Thdnh ca cua ho
van nguyén ven.” Ong ta 1ay khan tay lau mat.

Caleb tiép tuc cau chuyén, “Chung toi di xem xét quyén sach & moi khia canh xéc thuc. Thé nén
chiing t01 mat nhiéu tho1 gian dén the.”

“To1 da doan chéc rang nd 12 mot ban sao chép gia mao,” Pearl thira nhan. “Nhu’ng mac du
chung t61 klem tra ca cudn sach that ky cang, toi biét ngay tir lic lan juty nhu’ng trang sach dau tién - n6
la mot cudn Thdnh ca that. Thay rd nhat 13 chit in khong déu. C6 miy chd chit in mong muec, c6 chd lai
Vay muce. O nhitng 2 4n ban dau tién anh ludn thay d4u hiéu muc bi kho di dong lai gitra cac chir cai, lam
cho chit in rat kho doc. Trudc d6 khong co quy tic lau chii cac khudn ban chit cai trude khi in an.
Nhitng diém khac ma ching t6i trong doi duoc thay, hay ndi chinh xac hon 14 phdi c6 trong 4n ban dau
tién, déu c6 & quyén Thdnh ca ndy. Tat ca déu co trong quyén Thdnh ca ndy.” Ong ta lap lai.

“Df nhién 1di, nhitng diém xac thuc vira dé cap s€ phai dugc mdt nhom chuyén gia khéng dinh
lai bang phan tich van phong, lich str va khoa hoc nira,” Caleb noi.

“Chinh xac,” Pearl dong y. “Du t6i that long tin vao cau tra 101 14 gi rdi.”

Stone no1, “Vay la ¢ ban sach thir muro1 hai cua quyén Thanh ca u?”

“Ding thé,” Pearl khéng dinh, “Va Jonathan Dehaven la chu s& hitu cua ban thir muro1 hai nay.”
Ong ta gat dau. “To61 khong thé tin rang 6ng ta chua hé nd1 vaoi to1 di€u nay. Rang 6ng ta ¢c6 mot trong

nhirng quyén sach quy hiém nhét thé gidi, mot quyén sach ma vai nha suu tap vi dai nhit moi thoi dai
chua hé c6 thé s¢ hitu. Ma ong ta gitr bi mat. Tai sao?” Ong bat luc nhin Caleb, “Tai sao vay, Shaw?”

“T6i khong biét,” Caleb thira nhan.

“Thé cai ban sach do tri gid bao nhiéu?”” Reuben hoi.

“Tr1 gia u?” Pearl kéu 1én, “Tr1 gia? No vo gia!”

“A, néu 6ng rao ban thi s& c6 ngudi dit gia thoi.”

Pearl ding day va rao budc, “Gia s& 1 gid cao nhat ma nguoi ta tra tai cudc ddu gia. Va co thé
la hang nghin tri¢u dola. Co6 vai nha suu tap va cac vién sach day ap tién luc nay, nén hg sé rat quan
tam dén quyén Thdnh ca nay. Chua hé c6 mot quyén Thanh ca nao trén thi trudong hon sau thap ky roi.
Day s€ 1a co hoi cudi cung cho nhitng ai muon c6 nod trong b suu tap cua minh.” Ong ta dung lai nhin
Caleb, “Va t61 rat vinh du néu dugc sap xep buodi dau gia. To1 co theé lién két véi hai nha dau gia
Sotheby va Christie dé to chuire.”



Caleb thd hit ra, “Chuyén nay rat quan trong, ong Pearl a. Xin hiy dé t6i suy nghi cin thin mot
vai ngay roi to1 s€ goi cho 6ng.”

Pearl c6 vé that vong nhung van c6 nd nu cuoi, “T61 s€ rat nong long cho cudc goi cua anh.”

Sau khi Pearl ro1 khoi nha DeHaven, Stone noi, “Caleb, trong khi anh ¢ duéi kho sach, ching
to1 da luc loi can nha nay.”

“Anh no1 sao?” Caleb kéu Ién, “Oliver, that 1a qua dang. To61 chi dugc phép vao nha véi tu cach
la nguo1 Uy quyén thu vién cua Jonathan thoi. Toi dau c6 quyén sdm so1 d6 dac cua Ong ay, va cac anh
cang khong.”

“No1 cho anh ta nghe vé cai kinh vién vong di,” Reuben xui1 giuc v4i cai nhin chanh choe.

Stone ké cho Caleb nghe, va thay vao con gian dit cua Caleb 13 sy ngac nhién. Ong ndi,
“Jonathan xem nguo1 khac mua vui u. Kinh tém qua.”

“Khong, khong hin thé,” Reuben tra 101 chin that. “That sy thi viéc nhin 1én nay rat 1a kich thich
day chir. Anh c6 muon 1én xem véi t61 khong?”

“Khong, Reuben!” Stone gan giong. Roi 6ng dua cho Caleb xem birc anh chup nguoi phuy nif tré
va DeHaven.

“Néu co ay la vg cli cua Jonathan, vay hon nhan nay c6 trude khi t61 quen bi€t ong ay roi,”
Caleb tho 10.

“Neéu ong ta con gilt birc anh, co 1€ 6ng ta van con gitr lién lac v1 ¢6 ay,” Milton dé xuat.

Stone noi, “Néu vay, co 1€ ta can phai tim c6 ay thoi.” Ong nhin vao cudn sach Caleb dang cam,
“Cai gi the?”

“Po la quyén sach trong bd suu tap cua Jonathan, can phai stra chira lai, vi chéng biét sao ma nd
bi thim nudc. Toi s& dem dén bo phan bao ton cua thr vién. Ching t6i c6 nhitng ngudi gidi nhit thé
giéi vé linh vuc nay. Mot trong s6 ho 1am nghé tur do bén ngoai. Toi chic chin anh ta c6 thé stra chita
cubn nay duoc.”

Stone canh bao, “Jonathan DeHaven c6 quyén sach quy hiém nhat thé giéi ma hoan toan khong
thé giai thich dugce. Ong ta theo doi1 tén buon vii khi ngoai tinh va c6 thé da thay duoc di€u gi do nira
ngoai chuyén choi boi cua g hang xom. Va khong ai biét 6ng ta chét nhu thé nao.” Ong nhin nhiing
nguo1 ban cua minh, “To1 nghi chung ta ¢6 viéc dé lam ro1 day.”

“Nhung tai sao chung ta phai 1am?” Reuben hoi.

Stone nhin Reuben, “Jonathan DeHaven c6 thé d3 bi am sat. Ai d6 theo ddi ching ta. Caleb lam
viéc ¢ thu vién, va anh ta dugc chi dinh lam nguoi Gy quyén thu vién cia DeHaven. Néu Cornelius

Behan c6 dinh liu dén cai chét ctia DeHaven, hién thdi c6 18 gi nghi ngd Caleb biét chuyén gi do.
Dicu nay co thé day Caleb vao tinh thé nguy hiem. Cho nén chung ta phai tim ra sy that cang nhanh



cang tot.”

“Tuyét qua,” Caleb chim biém. “T6i chi hy vong minh c6 thé séng qua khoang thoi gian niy.”



Chuong 23

“Cac anh s& nhan duoc thu dién tir tir ngudi clia ching t61,” Annabelle néi khi dang ngdi trong
trung tam di€u hanh cta song bai Pompeii cung vdi vai tén dan em cuia Bagger, “Khi mé thu, cac anh
s€ thay trong do c6 day du hudng dan chi tiét.”

Mot gi 1én tiéng, “Chung toi khong thich mé nhitng thu dién tir ma khong biét chiing dén tir dau.”

Annabelle gt dau, “Quét thu bang miy phan mém diét virus cta cac anh. Toi chic rang cic anh
cO nhitng may vi tinh to1 tan.”

“Tét nhién chung t6i ¢6,” g Ay tur tin tra 10i.
“Vay thi nghe theo 101 cd gai va quét virus can than di,” Bagger thiéu kién nhan.

Leo ngdi & goc phong, anh mét nhin vao tén diéu khién may tinh. Cong viée cua gi 1a dé y bat clr
su nghi ngd hay lo lang trong mit bon dan em ctia Bagger trong khi Annabelle dang dién bai vin cua
minh. Khong c6 1ién quan gi dén chuyén co ta mic mot chiéc vay rat ngan, khong vé da, va chiée 4o
kiéu mé bung hai nat. Moi gd dan 6ng trong phong dang theo ddi timg ctr dong ctia d6i chan va phia
trén ho hang ciia Annabelle. Va néu ma ching né ctr lo theo ddi c6 ta nhu thé thi chung n6 kho ma suy
nghi sang sudt dugc. Annabelle Conroy, nhur Leo di biét tir 1au roi, str dung moi thtr tai san trong kho
thudc sung clia ¢o ta.

“Phuong tién giao tiép chip nhin dugc s& 1a dung cong web an ninh trong mot thu dién ti.
Trong bat ctr trudng hop nao cling khong duge dung dién thoai hay may fax vi ca hai thtr nay déu co
the bi ki€ém soat.” Co ta néi thém, li€c mat nhin Bagger, “Ca hai thir nay déu dang bi kiém soat.”

Bagger nhuéng may khi nghe cau d6, nhung g ndi, “Chiing may nghe c6 gai ndi roi ddy. Khong
dung phuong tién lién lac ndo ngoai internet hét.” Khong nghi ngd gi Bagger ngdi chiéu trén trong
viéc hop tac nay bai vi hin co con dt chii bai, trong trudng hop ndy 1 hai con dt trong mot cai 16.
Hin sé& gitr chan Annabelle va Leo dén khi tién 13i quay tro lai.

“Buc thu dién tir s€ bdo cho cac anh biét guri tién di dau va nhu thé nao. Hai ngay sau so tién ky
quy doé s€ tu dong dugce guri lai tai khoan cua cac anh, cdng véi tién 1ai1.”

“Va mot triéu dola s€ nay né thanh mdt tri¢u mot tram nghin do6la, trong vong vai ngay, ding
khong?”” Bagger noi.

Annabelle gat dau, “Nhu chiing to61 da noi roi1, Jerry. Khong phai 1a mot mén 1ai t61 dau.”
“U, nén 12 thé,” han ndi véi giong lo ngai. “Khi nao ta co thé bat dau?”

Annabelle kiém tra dong ho. “Bure thu dién tir chic 1a da duoc giri dén hé théng clia ong vao gid



ndy roi day.”
Bagger bung tay cai choc, mot tén dan em chay dén may vi tinh dé kiém tra.

“Co r01,” tén nay noi. NoO kich chudt vai cai, “Em dang chay chuong trinh di¢t virus dé chac
chan la thu sach.”

Hai phat troi qua. N6 ngudce 18n bao, “Xong rdi a.”
“Mo¢ thu di,” Bagger ra 1énh.

“Ong co6 h¢ thong danh dién gui tién cua riéng minh phai khong?” Annabelle hoi, mac du viéc
diéu tra nghién clru can than da cho c6 a cau tra 1o1 roi.

Bagger ndi, “Chiing tao chuyén tién thang vao hé théng ngan hang. Tao khong thich c6 bén thi ba
kiém soat tién cua tao hay biét dugce tién cua tao di dau. SO tién ky quy s€ guri thang lai cho bon tao tu
danh dién. Tao thich lam viéc nhu thé.”

Tao ciing thich thé, Annabelle tir nhu.
Mudi phit sau, mot triéu déla cua Jerry Bagger dang trén dudng dén mot tai khoan dic biét.

Ro1 khoi van phong, Bagger noi vo1 Annabelle, “Buoc rdi, ching may 1a ‘khach’ cua tao trong
vong bbén muoi tam tiéng dong ho téi. Pé ching ta ¢6 co hdi hiéu rd nhau hon.” Ga mim cudi va dao
mit nhin dang vé yéu diéu uyén chuyén ciia co.

“Nghe hay diy,” Annabelle noi.
“U, nghe hay diy chir,” Leo thém vao.

Bagger nhin Leo nhu thé hin quén sy hién dién ctia Leo ciing 14 mot phan thoa thuan. “Ping
vay,” han lam bam.

Hai ngay tiép theo Annabelle in sang, dn trua, n toi v6i gd Bagger. Lic ndo bon tay chan ctia
Bagger ciing dting bén ngoai khich san cta song bai Pompeii va theo sat ho bat ¢t noi nao ho di.
Annabelle ciing ngdi rat khuya udng rugu véi vua song bac, nhung khéo 1éo tir chdi su tan tinh cta hin
ma van dé lai chut hy vong du dé khuyén khich hin ctr hy vong. C6 4 rat can thin trd chuyén vé ‘qua
khtr’ ctia minh, dt dé dam bao sy mui md théng tin ma van lam hin tha vi mudn biét nhiéu hon. Han noi
nhiéu vé minh, vé tat ca nhitng diéu ty phy ngang nhién ma ngudi ta doan chic phai c6 & mot tén dan
6ng nhu han.

“To1 nghi Oong c6 theé lam mdt digp vién gioi day, Jerry,” Annabelle nd1 v&1 giong nguong mo
khi dang ngd1 thu gian trén ghé so-pha cua han sau vai ly rugu martini. “Ong thong minh va can dam,
ma hiém ai c6 ¢4 hai lam.”

“Nhin xem ai dang noi thé nay,” han 1ét dén gan c6 a hon, vd vao dui cd ta cai chat. Roi gi co
hon nhe 1én ma c6 ta nhung Annabelle quay mat di.



“Jerry, to1 s€ gdp rac ro1 to khi dinh liu chuyén tinh cam v61 ong day.”

“Ai n6i vay? Nay, chi c6 hai chung ta & ddy. Anh biét anh chang phai 1 g trong sung stic nira,
nhung anh nghi anh s€ lam em ngac nhién em yéu a.”

“Hay cho t6i chit thoi gian. Khong phai 1a t6i khong bi 6ng hép hon, nhu’ng t0i c6 rat nhicu viéc
phéi 1am vao thoi diém nay. Pugc khong ha?” Co 4 hon voi 1én méa gi va cudi cung ga ciing rut lui.

Cudi ngay thtr hai, Bagger giau thém mot trim nghin dola.

’ “Muén‘ thir ndm tri¢u dél‘a khfmg Jerry? Ong s& thu vé nira triéu tién 14i trong vong bbén muoi thm
tiéng dong ho,” Annabelle ngoi vat véo trén ban lam viéc cua Bagger, chan bat chéo, trong khi Leo
ngoi1 ghe dai.

“Chi khi ¢6 em van & ddy cho dén khi tién va 14i quay lai,” Bagger noi.

Annabelle nhdy mit, “Po 1a mdt phan thoa thudn ma Jerry. Ong van c6 t6i trong tay.”
“Thi ¢6 em van ct tran an anh nhu thé ma. Nhan tién cho anh hoi tién anh di dau vay?”
“Nhu to1 da no1 véi ong, El Banco del Caribe.”

“Khong, ¥ anh 12 n6 gy quy gi cho hoat dong gi & nudc ngoai ay.”

Leo 1én tiéng, “C6 ay c6 thé ndi cho ong biét, nhung rdi t6i s& phai giét ca hai ngudi dé bit
miéng.” Khoang khac im lang ky quac cho dén khi Annabelle cat tiéng cuo1. Leo cuoi theo va Bagger
thi mién cudng phu hoa.

Hai ngay sau nita nam tri¢u dola tang thém dugc nam tram nghin dola.

“Khi that,” Bagger noi, “Phi vu nay con hay hon cé in tién nita chr.” Hin lai mét 1an nita dang &
trong van phong cung véi Annabelle va Leo, “To1 biét chinh phu c6 hang tan tién, nhung lam sao nha
nudce chiunoi chi phi theé nay?”

Annabelle nhun vai, “Ching t6i khong thé. D6 1a 1y do chung t6i mat hang nghin ty déla. Néu
can thém tién, ching t6i phai ban nhiéu ng ngan han hon cho ngudi A Réap va ngudi Trung Quéc roi.
Chuyén 1am an nhu thé khong thé dai 1au duwoc nhung hién gio thi lai c6 hiéu qua.” C6 nang nhin
Bagger va dit ban tay 1én canh tay cta hin, “Néu dng cam thuong cho chinh phu thi ong cé thé cho
chiing t6i str dung tién ctia ong khoi tra 13i di.”

Han bat cuo1, “Phuong cham cua anh khong thay d61 bon muo1 nam ro1 em: thang nao cling phai
song vi minh hét.”

Va cai phuwong cham dy chang hop véi ai hon may ddu, Annabelle nghi khi ma van nhoén
miéng cudi nguong mo ga dan ong.

Bagger ruén ngudi vé phia trude, liéc nhin Leo nhur i ta dang liéc nhin Bagger. Han ha giong,
“Em khong cat dugc cai bong ay a?”



Annabelle noi, “Con tuy.”

“Tuy vao céi gi?”

“Tuy vao tinh cam ban bé tot dep ciia ong va t6i tién trién nhu thé nao.”
“Anh biét ching ta co thé that su 1a ban t6t cia nhau ma.”

“Noi to1 nghe thir di.”

“Ching ta da lam an dugc muoi triéu dola, va anh c6 thém mot tri¢u dola chan. Chinh phu c6
che giau dugc diéu d6 chang?”

“Cur danh dién chuyén tién di Jerry.”
“Va em s€ ¢ day cho dén khi tién cua anh quay tr¢ lai cha?”
“C4 hai ching to1 s€ ¢ lai.”

Bagger nhan mit va thap giong hon nita dé Leo khoi nghe thdy, “Anh nghi anh phai cho thing d6
mot bai hoc, dugce khong cung?”

“Ong c6 nho t01 nd1 vi Ong sao khong? Ong dung dén anh ay, bon ho xuat hién trude cira nha
ong lién. To1 khuyén 6ng khong nén can nghi.”

“Khdn nan that,” Bagger phan nan.

“No1 tom lai la dau co gi mAt mat dau, J erry. Trong hai ngay, 6ng kiém dugc mot triéu ddla ma
chang phai lam gi ngoai trtr n udng vo1 t01.”

“Anh mudn 1am nhiéu hon thé, ¢6 em biét didu d6 ma, dung khong ha?”
“Jerry, toi biét diéu d6 ngay tir 1an dau tién 6ng cb tinh dit ban tay 1én vay cua t0i.”

Bagger cudi rong 1én, “Anh thich phong cach ctia em lam, quy cd nwong a. Em qua giéi khong
nén lam viéc cho chinh phu lam chi. Em nén dén lam viéc cho anh. Ta s€ dua thi tran nay 1én mot tam
cao moi.”

“T6i ludn mé rong vong tay voi trién vong twong lai ctia minh. Nhung hién gio thi tai sao chiing
ta khong kiém thém mot triéu dola nita cho dng? Toi mudn éng c6 du tién dé chiam soc toi theo cai kiéu
ma t0i dan quen sau nhitng ngay sdng & day v4i 6ng?” C6 a vo vao tay hin, nhé nhe 4n méng tay vao
1ong ban tay ciia han. C6 4 cam thdy cai ring minh chay doc toan than ciia han.

“Em dang giét anh day, cung a,” han rén ri thong thiét.

O, khéng, né lai dén nira.



Chuong 24

Hai ngdy sau Bagger di kiém duoc tong cong mot triéu sau trim nghin dola ké tir khi tinh co
gap dugc Annabelle va Leo, khong hé nhan ra réng sb tién 1ai hin co6 dugc xuat phat tur sb tién ba triéu
dola ma bon ho tich ity sau hai phi vu. Tony da hop thic héa vu chuyén tién ‘141’ tir tai khoan ctia ho
vao tai khoan cua Bagger. Khai niém niy twong ty nhu ké hoach ctia Ponzi, tirc 14 1udn ludn ty hiy
hoai minh. Annabelle khong hé dinh dé cho két qua d6 xay ra vao thoi diém nay.

Niém vui ctia Bagger c6 thé thdy rat rd rang, dic biét 1 vi hin tin rang d6i thu ddng so - chinh
quyén - dang thanh toan hoa don. Ngdi trong cin phong khach san sang trong, duoc ban than Bagger
nang cip thanh hang sang danh cho tong théng sau lan duoc tra 13 gr?m nhat, va tran ngdp trong déng
hoa song bai giri, Annabelle doc hét t& bao nay dén to bao khac dé kiém céi thong tin minh muon, va
cudi cung cd nang ciling thiy duoc nd. Annabelle va Leo khong thé nio ndi chuyen v6i nhau & bat ctr
chd nao trong song bai. Ho cho rang tit ca nhitng gi ho ndi s& bi nghe 1én bang céc thiét bi hoic tay
chan ctia tén Bagger cai vao. Cach duy nhat dé thuc su giao tiép 1a ra dau bang tay va bang mit ma hai
ngudi da phat trién theo nhitng nim thdng 1am viéc véi nhau va nhitng nguoi khac ciing khong nhan ra
dugc.

Di ngang qua nhau trong sanh chinh, Annabelle chio budi sang va xoay xoay chiéc nhin trén
ngdn trd ban tay trai. Leo chao lai, cham tay vao nit that ca-vat r61 vuot miii, nhu thé chirng t6 1a minh
da nhan dugc thong di¢p cua co ta va ga s€ hanh dong nhu thé nao.

Trude khi cd a budc vao thang may dé 1én vin ph(‘)ng cua Bagger, Annabelle hit mot hoi that
sau. Nguogc lai v&i nhitng gi Leo noi, ¢6 a ciing rat lo lang. Budc di cudi clng nay quyét dinh ca cudc
choi. Néu Annabelle khong dién cho hoan hdo, moi thtr ho 1am trong Vong vai tuan qua s& di tong. Co
a khong nhirng s& mit sb tién da tra cho Bagger ma con khong thé song sot dé hudng s tién chia tir
mot triéu bon trim nghin dola con lai.

Annabelle nhanh chong budc vao van phong, bon vai u thit bép da quen vdi su hién di¢n cua cod
a & noi nay. Bagger chio c6 4 bang mdt cai 6m that chit ma co a dé cho vong tay han tudt xudng thip
hon thuong 16. Doi tay han da siét nhé nhe trudc khi cb a gat tay hin ra. Nhung Annabelle van dé hin
modi 1an di xa hon mot chit vi ¢6 a biét cai diéu hin that sy thém mudn lac nay. Mim cuoi, hén budc
lui vé phia sau va néi, “Sang nay anh c6 thé 1am gi cho vi than tai ky diéu ctia anh day?”

Annabelle nhiu may, “Tin Xau day. To1 vira mé1 nhan duoc cudc goi tur Téng hanh dinh cua
chung to1, Jerry a.”

“Chuyén gi? Nghia 1a sao?”

“Nghia 1a t6i bi thuyén chuyén cong tac.”



“D1 dau?” Han nhin vao mat co ta roi tu tra 101, “Anh biét ro1, c6 em khong noi cho anh nghe
dugc chir gi.”

Annabelle gio miu tin trén to bao cam theo, “Poc di, 6ng c6 thé thiy goi v trong d6.”

Han cam to bao va doc mau tin Annabelle chi, n6 m6 ta chi ti€t mdt cau chuyén vé vu bé boi
tham nhiing chinh phu c6 lién quan dén mot nha thau nudc ngoai & Nga.

Bagger ngudc nhin c6 ta sing sot, “Vay co di tir song bai sang may nha thiu ban thiu & thi d6
Moscow cua Nga sao?”

Cb ta giat to bao lai, “Khong phai bat cir nha thdu nudc ngoai ndo.”
“Em biét may thang d6 ha?”

“To1 chi co thé nd1 nudec MY rat quan tam dén truong hop khong bao gid ra toa nay. Po la noi
t6i s& dén.”

“Em d1 bao nhiéu 1au?”

“Khé néi lam. Sau Nga s& 1a mot noi ndo d6,” Co ta xoa xoa thai duong, “Ong c6 thuéc dau dau
hiéu Advil khong?”

Han mé hoc ti dua co6 4 mot lo thude. Co & udng ba vién bang ly nudc han rot cho minh.

Han ng61 xudng, “Co em trong khong khoe.”

C6 4 ngodi 1én canh ban va cat giong mét méi, “Jerry oi, toi da 1am viéc qua nhiéu noi moi nim
r01 dén no1 gio to1 khong nhd hét nita. Néu dung ho chiéu that, chac t61 st dung hai muoi tam roi do.
Thinh thoang bi nhirc dau vay do. Pung lo, to1 s€ on thoi.”

“Sao em khong bo lam di?” han thiic giyc.

Co ta cuo1 cay dang, “Bo u? D€ mat ludon phan luong huu a? Toéi da phuc vy nhiéu nam roi.
Ngay ca cong chuirc cling phai an chir.”

“Hay dén lam viéc cho anh. Anh s€ tra luong cho em mdt nam bang so lwong bao nhi€u em kiém
duoc vo1 bon hé d6.”

“U, dling vay.”
“Anh n6i nghiém tiic ddy. Anh thich em. Em gioi that ma.”
“Ong thich cai viéc t6i kiém cho 6ng mdt triéu nim trim nghin dola thi c6.”

“Pugc roi, anh khong ban cai viéc nay. Nhung da hiéu em. Va anh thich c4i anh nhin théy Pam
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“Tham chi tén t6i cling ddu phai 13 Pam. Py, anh hiéu toi thé day.”



“Chi gidn tho1 ma. Em cur suy nghi chuyén ay nhé?”

Annabelle ludng lu, “Gan day to1 bat dau suy nghi vé tuong lai ctia minh. To1 chua chong con;
dot to1 chi c6 cong viéc va cong viée la 1€ song cua doi to1. Va to1 cling khong con ryc r& nhu ngay
xua ntra.”

Han dtng day va choang tay qua vai Annabelle, “Em gidn ha? Em rat boc lira. Thang nao co
dugc em thi n6 qua 1a may man.”

Co a4 vO vao tay han, “Ong chua c6 gap toi luc to1 vira md1 uong ca phé sang vo1 by mat khong
son phan dau.”

“Oi, cung oi, chi can n6i mot tir thdi va ta s& biét két qua 1ién.” Han cha nhé nhe vao phan lung
cua Annabelle. V41 tay an nat trén bang di€u khién thi€t bi trén ban, rém cura twr dong ha xuong.

“Ong lam gi vay?” C6 nhuéng may.
“Anh thich su riéng tu,” hén dua tay cham vao c0 ta.

Vira dung luc, dién thoai rung ban bat, Annabelle nhin s, “Troi dat.” Co ta ding day va quay
lung vé€ phia hdn, nhin vao man hinh.

“A1 vay?” Bagger hoi.

“Trudng b phan cua toi. S6 cua ong hién ra toan la zero.” Co ta chinh trang lai minh va tra 161
may, “Vang, thua sép.”

Cb ta chang ndi gi trong vai phut, roi tat may, “Po chd ma, thang khdn d6.” C6 ta hét 1én.
“Gi vay em yéu?”

Cb ta di vong vong roi ngimg lai, rd rang 1a van con dang gian soi rudt sdi gan, “Ga trudng bo
phan dang kinh ctia t61 lai thuy€n chuyén to1 qua cho khac ntra ro1. Thay vi di Nga, gio to1 lai bi day di
Portland & bang Oregon.”

“Oregon ha? Chiing can gian diép ¢ Oregon sao?”
“P6 1a mod chon day, Jerry. La noi ching t6i bi chuyén dén khi cp trén khong wa chiing t6i nita.”
“Sao cd em lai ¢ thé bi dua tir Nga sang Oregon trong vong mot budi sang thé?”

“Vu ¢ Nga 1a do nguoi giam sat linh vire cta toi giao cho. Con dén Oregon 1a do trudng bo
phan di€u di, 1a cap cao hon nén viéc thuyén chuyén nay phai wu tién.”

“Chur thing cha trudng bd phan sao lai khong ua c6 em?”

“T6i khong biét, chac tai toi 1am qua t6t,” Annabelle gan nhu sap noi thém diéu gi d6, nhung roi
cO ta 1m bat.



Bagger nim lay co hdi lién, “Khai mau di. Noi di, biét ddu anh gitip duoc em.”

Co ta thd dai, “Tin hay khong 13 tiy Ong, thang cha Ay mudn tang tiu véi t6i. Chi c6 diéu thang
cha ¢ vo roi, nén toi tir chdi ga.”

Bagger gt dau, “Thang khon nan! Cting mot 13 sdu bo ca. Cai gi ma phu nit ngudi ta khéng mubn
chung cha la tong c6 nguoi ta di.”

Annabelle nhin xuéng ban tay cua minh, “Piéu nay phd hoai su nghlep cua toi luon J erry a.
Portland! Khén kiép!” Co ta quang ludn dlen thoal vao twong, nd vd 1am hai. Roi ¢6 & ngdi thup xudng
ghé, “Lé& ra t0i nén cip ké voi thiang khdn y.”

Bagger bat dau so nin doi vai Annabelle, “Khéng ddu. My thang nhu thé, chung chi muén vui
cho1 v&1 em. RO1 chiing chan em, va the 1a chung kiém mot cd em khac. Ro1 xong, Portland van 1a noi
em dap tdm than ngot ngao cua minh.”

“T6i chi mudn dap thang cha d6.”
Bagger c6 vé tram ngam, “Chuyén d6 c6 thé sap xép ma.”
C6 ta mét moi nhin han, “Jerry, 6ng khong duoc danh dap gi.”

“Anh day dau c6 nghi toi chuyén do, cung. Cung néi thing d6 ghen ty vi em lam viéc qué tot.
Nghi sao?”

“T6i dua vé duoc kha nhiéu tién, roi tir nhién nguoi ta 1én chirc cho toi. Toi bat dau nang cap
thi tu nhién t6i trd thanh mbi de doa cho vi tri ctia hin. Tin khong Jerry, khong nhiéu phu nit 1am duoc
vi¢c nhu t61 dau. Co vai nguoi mudn théy mot nguo1 phu nit khac trong chirc vu trudng b phan. Néu
to1 cir dua dugc nhitng ngud1 nhu 6ng vao phi vu nay, va tién mit cw chay vao nhiing hoat dong &
nudc ngoai nhu thé nay thi chi ton hai dén han va 1am lgi cho t6i thoi.”

“Hum, chi c6 trong khu vuc nha nurdc em mé1 bi rac ro1 vi ‘qua duge viéc’ the nay.” Han nghi
ngo1 mot chit, “Pugc ro1, anh biét ta c6 thé dao ngugc thé co ra sao ro1.”

“Ong nodi gi vay?”
“Nude di ke tiép ¢ El Banco.”
“Jerry, to1 da bi chuyén cong tac roi. To1 va cong sy s€ 1én may bay to1 nay.”

“Pugc roi. Nhung thoa thuan nhu thé nay nhé. Em van c6 thé lam ct chot trude khi roi khoi day
ma, ding khong?”’

Annabelle c6 vé nhu dang xem xét 101 dé nghi, “A, vang, y to1 la, toi van con thAm quyén.
Nhung mdt triéu dola tién 1ai cling khong thé cho t01 chiéc ghé trudng bg phan cua thang cha do.”

“Anh khong n61 mot triéu vo tich sy.” Han nhin Annabelle. “So tién 16n nhat ma em tirng rira 1a
bao nhiéu?”



CO6 4 nght ngo1, “Phan 16n cac s6 tién da gui di la tr mot triéu cho dén nam tri¢u 6 la. Nhung
to1 da tung chuyén dugc muoi 1am triéu ¢ Vegas va hai muoi triéu & New York, chuyén cua hai nam
trudc ro1.”

“Khong thé!”

“Khong thé u? Pling vay.”

“No1 anh nghe, bao nhi€u ma1 lat dugce ghe thang ay?”

“Jerry, to1 khong biét. Ba muoi tri¢u dola.”

“Vay bon muoi triéu dola nha. Va dé trong bon ngiy chir chang phai hai ngay nita.” Han tinh rat
nhanh trong dau minh, “La hai mwoi phan tram 1a1 moi1 muoi triéu dola. Theé la anh kiém dugc tam
tricu dola. Mén hot nhi.”

“Ong c6 bon muoi trigu dola tién mat a?”

“Nay, em nghi em dang no1i chuyén v61 ai vay? Anh day co6 hai tran tranh chirc vo dich hoi tuan
ro1. Anh c¢6 nhiéu tién mat lam.”

“Vay ong lam vy nay dé lam gi?”

“Tam tri¢u dola trong bon ngay dau c6d dé hat xi hot 1a ra dau, tham chi vo1 nguot kiém tién dé
nhu anh.” Han véo mili o 4, “Va1i lai, nhue em ndi do, em dang ¢6 tinh cam vo1 anh ma, em yéu.”

“Nhung t61 van phai dén Oregon. T6i khong thé cii lai 1énh cap trén.”

“O, vay em ctr dén Oregon. Nhung sau d6 em s€ nghi dén chuyén ra khoi to chirc va trg lai day
vO1 anh. Anh chia luén cho em mudi phan tram cua tdm tri¢u déla tién 131 mdi kiém dugc va cho em
dia vi.”

“To1 khong mudn lam gai bao cua Ong, Jerry a. T61 c6 bd 6¢c ma.”

“Thi anh s& st dung bo 6c cua em.” Han lai chudn tay xudng lung Annabelle, “Anh s& goi cho
may dra tay chan ¢ tang dudi.”

“Nhu t61 da noi, to1 s€ di Oregon t01 nay bang may bay riéng.”
“Anh hiéu ro1 cung.”
“Y t01 no1 la anh s€ khong c6 lai tién cua minh truée khi t61 ro1 khoi day, Jerry o1.”

Han cuot ha ha, “O, cai vy con tin ay a? Anh nghi ta cho qua nhé em yéu. Em da gitp anh c6
mot tri¢u sau tram nghin do6la ro1, nén anh nghi em da chirng minh dugc minh ré1.”

“Chi khi anh chac chan thoi. Bon muoi triéu chang phai la mon tién nho dau.”

“E, vu bon muoi triéu nay la ¥ tudng cua anh, chir dau phai cta em dau. Beé anh lo cho.”



Annabelle dtng ngan ngudi, “Toi 1am viéc vdi nhiéu gi r6i ma thuc su ching nd chi coi day 1a
chuyén lam an thoi Jerry 4. C6 4 ngimng lai mot chut, “Chiing chi biét hoi bao nhiéu, duogc bao nhiéu.
Bon déu gia tham lam, tit ca bon ching né déu thé.” C6 a lai ngimg, ra vé dang tim 11 dé dién ta, du
co 4 dd luyén tap cho man nay kha 14u r6i, “Ong 14 nguoi dau tién 1am chuyén gi d6 vi toi. Toi rat cam
kich, cam kich nhiéu hon bao gio hét.” Pay co 18 1a cau n6i that long dau tién ma co a thét 1én trude
mat Bagger.

Ho nhin nhau, r6i Annabelle chim chim mé rong vong tay. Ngay 1ap tirc hin a0 ca than nguoi
Vao vong tay c6 a. Co a gin nhu ngat thd vi mui nudc hoa cua han. P6i ban tay han nhanh chong mo
mam xuong 16p vay, a lang im chiu dung. That ra co a rat mudn thac dau cho hdn mot ca troi giang,
Binh tinh nao, Annabelle, may chiu dwoc ma. May phai chiu duoc.

“Qi, cung o1,” Bagger ndi vao tai Annabelle. “Trudc khi em ra di, anh mudn ta phai c6 ky niém
sdu sic vdi nhau, r6i em lai quay vé véi anh nhé.”

“Tin t6i di, t6i c6 thé cam nhan duoc tinh cam, Jerry a,” cudi cing ¢6 nang ciing giang duoc ra
khoi han. Annabelle chinh trang lai by vay thoi trang, “Dugc 101, Jerry, to1 thay minh chang thé ttr choi
tinh cam cua ong 1au hon nira. No1 t61 nghe 6ng dén Roma bao gio chua?”

Han c6 vé khong hiéu, “Chua, nhung sao?”

“T6i thué biét thy & Roma mdi nim khi t6i c6 dip di nghi mat. Tdi s& goi dién noi v&i dng chi
tiét hon. Hai tuan sau toi s€ gap ong ¢ do.”

“Tai sao lai 1a hai tuAn sau ma khong phai 1 bay gio nhi?”

“T6i phai danh thoi gian dé viét bao cdo chir, biét dau i co thé dung ¢t chuyén bén muoi triéu
dola dé lam don bay thang tién di dau do chir khong phai 1a Portland.”

“Nhung dé nghi em vé lam viéc cho anh van con chd em d6. Anh thdy n6 thuyét phuc ma.”
Annabelle dua tay ro 1én mit cta hin, “Cho toi thiy tinh thuyét phyc ctia 6ng & Roma nhé!”

Bon muoi triéu dola roi khoi song bai hai gio sau d6. Thu dién tir ddu tién ma Tony giri cho
trung tAm diéu hanh song bai Pompeii c6 mdt phan mém gian diép rat phic tap dé diéu khién hé thong
may vi tinh ctia song bai Pompeii tir xa. Vi cach truy cap bi mat do, ga viét thém doan mi mdi vao
chuong trinh danh dién chuyén tién cua Bagger.

Ba ct danh dién chuyén tién da dén tai khoan & El Banco, nhung khi ho gtri bdn muoi triéu dola,
chuong trinh da tu dong lap trinh lai duong di dén mot ngan hang nudc ngoai khac vao mot tai khoan
khac dugc Annabelle Conroy kiém soat. Trong khi bon dan em cta Bagger sé& théy rang tién da dén El
Banco rdi - mot hoa don dién tir duoc giri tr dong dén Pompeii - khong mot ddng nao s€ quay tro vé
Vo1 tén Bagger ca. K¢é hoach ctia Annabelle chi ch trong vao mdt muc t1eu cai phin mém gian diép
vao hé thong may tinh ctia Bagger. Sau khi cai xong, ¢6 4 an tim ma 1am tiép. Sau d6 ¢6 ta dong tron
vai ctia minh va dé cho 1ong tham cuing duc vong 1am md chon g, béi vi cach hay nhat dé lira con moi
chinh 14 dé con mdi tir dé nghj ra ct lira.



Bén ngay nita ké tir hém nay, Bagger sé ddn dan cam thdy bon chon khi tién khong quay tré
vé tai khodn ciia han. Mot gio sau han sé bat dau thdy rudt gan néng nhwe dot. Mot gio sau nita
hin sé tré nén khat mau. Va Annabelle cing dong bon dd cao chay xa bay ciing véi mon tién bon
mueoi triéu dola kéch xi chang ton mot dong thué.

Annabelle Conroy c6 thé mua du thuyén va séng trén bién suét phan doi con lai, bé thé gidi
bip bom phia sau. Trung phat nhu thé van chiea & ha da co dcfy, Annabelle nght khi ro1 van phong
Bagger dé vé thu xép hanh 1y. Nhung trudc tién, phai tim sach s& got rira cam giac ban tay ro ram
nhép nhia cua tén Bagger cai da.

Khi Annabelle dang tim, c6 a lai nghi ngoi rang s tién mit di chang ¢ 1am cho gi dan ong y
dau dén, gi dan ong da giét me co ta vi muodi nghin dola ma Paddy Conroy lira phinh hin. S& khong
bao gid c6 thé di bu dip ndi dau ctia ¢6 4. DU sao Annabelle phai thira nhan rang bon muoi triéu déla
1a mot khdi dau dau dén danh cho hin.



Chuong 25

Roger Seagraves da biét dugc noi Stone & va cho ngudi dén cin nha ay khi khong c6 ai. Ho suc
sao ki cang va khong dé lai bat cur vét tich gi cho rang ho da tirng & d6. Va quan trong hon, ho lay
duogc van tay ctua Stone tir chiéc ly thuy tinh va ban bép.

Seagraves da so vdi dau van tay luu trit trong kho dit liéu chung ctia CIA, nhung chang tim thay
gi. Sir dyng mat ma an cap duoc tir mot dong nghiép, han c6 gang kiém tra trong phan dit liéu toi mat.
Truy nhap duogc roi, han dit van tay Stone vao phéu. Mot phut sau, dan dén thu muc con mang s6 hiéu
666, cai thy muc ma hin chic chin biét rd mic du phén tim kiém v&i ddu van tay cua Stone cho két
qua “Khong truy cap dugce”. Seagraves qua quen thudc véi thu muc con ‘666’ boi vi d6 1a noi dau van
tay ctia chinh minh dang dugc luu giir, hay it nhat 13 cai ‘nhan than’ ma han da tirng mang. Han thudng
cudi cai ma sd 666°, nghi réng viéc gén ma nhu thé kha xic xuoc, ma thuc su 13 thé.

Seagraves hai long v6i két qua tim thay va roi tram tu. Stone da 1am viéc cho CIA, doi voi tudi
tac nhu thé, thi ¢6 18 1au 1am réi. Ong ta c6 18 da ting 13 ngudi chuyén di thi tiéu ngudi vi nhom 666
chwa bao gid danh cho miy ngudi 1am cong tic vin phong trong CIA ca. Lac nay thi Seagreaves van
chwra biét nén hiéu diéu méi kham phd nay nhu thé ndo cho dtng. Hin biét rang ngudi ban thi thu cua
Stone duoc ty quyén ban bd suu tip sach cua DeHaven. Xui rti 1a vu dudi theo Stone ctia miy dira
nhan vién da lam Stone nghi hodc. Va mdt nguo1 ‘666’ duoc sinh ra véi tinh da nghi ¢d hiru; d6 13 mot
trong nhirng pham chat phai c6 dé 1am cong viéc cua ong ta.

Minh ¢6 nén giét han khéng? Hay khir han lam moi chuyén phirc tap hon? Seagraves cudi
cuing ciing quyét dinh bo cai budc giét ngudi ay di. Han s& ludn chon giét ngudi sau khi xong viée cua
minh. Me kiép, tao sé tw tay giét may. Tir thang ‘666’ nay dén thang ‘666’ khdc. Thang tré dau voi
thang gia, va tré luén thang tran. May phdi song Oliver Stone a. Ngay liic nay.

Nhung hin phai 1am gi d6 dé phu dau 6ng gia d6. Khong thdi diém ndo tot hon lac nay.

Hai ngay sau chuyén viéng thim nha DeHaven, Stone va Reuben 14i chiéc mo-t6 dén mot tiém
sach quy ¢ khu cho cii Alexandria. Tén tiém sach dit bang tiéng La-tinh, c6 nghia 1a “Sach Bén Cau”.
Caleb c6 co phan trong tiém sach ndy - trudc day nd cé tén “Sach ctia 6ng Doug” cho dén khi Caleb
nay ra ¥ tudng nang tam anh hudng cua hiéu sach 18n hoan toan. Stone dén day khong phai vi 6ng mubn
ngam nhin nhitng cudn sach cii. Ong d3 giri vai vat dung & tiém sach va gio ddy mudn 14y vé sir dung.



Chu cua ti€ém, nguoi tén Doug dugce dé cap ¢ trén, nguo1 dugc goi trang trong hon voi tén
“Douglas,” cho phép Stone trr do ra vao chd tra an cta 6ng dy. Co chuyén nay 1a vi Douglas rat so
Oliver Stone - nguo1 duge Caleb mo ta (voi su “dao dién” cta Stone) 13 mdt tén méc bénh cuéng sat
di lai ty do chi nho ky thuat giét nguoi.

Can phong bi mat cua Stone nam dudi ting ham sau mot buc tudng gia, mod ra bang cach kéo sgi
day gidng ngang 10 sudi lién ké. Mot cai hdc trude day danh cho mot cha xtr trong tda nha cd nhu thé
nay, gio chira rat nhiéu vat dung 6ng sur dung trong cudc doi cii cua minh, cong va1 bo suu tap cac bai
bao cit tir bao gidy va tap chi.

V61 su gitip do cua Reuben, 6ng tim ra vai cuon nhat ky bao va dem vé. Reuben tha 6ng xudng
can nha & nghia trang.

“Can than nhé Oliver,” Reuben nhac nho. “Néu thang Behan nhé tho co6 lién quan dén vu nay, nd
s€ dung vii luc va cac mo1 quan hé dé xir anh do.”

Stone tran an Reuben rang ong sé can trong, chao tam biét va budc vao nha. Ong pha chut ca
phé dam dic, ngdi vao ban va bat diu xem lai miy cudn nhat ky bao. Cau chuyen ong chon ra dé xur 1y
la vu &m sat Chu tich Ha vién, Robert Bob Bradley. Va ca ngdi nha bi nd xay ra cung thoi diém, mot
su kién ma chi c6 miy thang dan don nhit mGi nghi rang chi 1a su triung hop tinh co. Nhung ¢6 vé nhur
chang c6 mdi lién hé ndo gilta vu am sat Bradley va su nhung tay cta nhom khing bd ndi dia tén
“Chéng ngudi My nim 1984” va cai chét dudng nhu vo toi ctia Jonathan DeHaven ca. Phia FBI da
nhan duogc thong bao ciia nhdm nay ndi rang Bradley bi giét 13 budc khdi dau trong cude chién vai
chinh quyén lién bang. Bon khing b hira hen s& c6 nhiéu vu tan cong hon, va an ninh & Washington da
phai duogc thit chit hon dé dé phong rui ro.

Khi gi¢ trang nhat ky bao, cai gi do lam Stone kho chiu, nhung 6ng khong kim nén dugec.
Bradley chi lam Chu tich Ha vién trong mot thoi gian ngén, sau cudc cai to chinh trj ma nguotl Chu tich
duong nhiém cung thu linh phe da sb bi két toi mua ban su anh hudng va che giéu géc tich ctia sd tién
van dong chinh tr1. Thong thuong, vi tri Chu tich Ha vién sé chuyén cho nguo1 ding dau dang chiém
da s6 ghé, nhung voi viée hai nguoi 1anh dao cao nhat déu di tu thi phai sir dung giai phap dic biét.
Va thé 1a Bob Bradley, vi chu tich uy ban quyén luc vo1 danh tiéng khong chut ty vét bo kha xa nc
thang 1anh dao 6 ué cua dang minh, tr¢ thanh con bai chinh tr1 dugc dua ra dé dan dit nhém nguol cua
ong ta kho1 bui ram nhitng sai 1am ban thiu.

Ong ta bat dau cong viéc cua minh v4i 101 hira don sach lai Ha vién va két thic viéc beé phai
chinh tri. Rat nhiéu nguo1 da hira nhu thé nhung rat it nguoi lam duge diéu do, ai cling nghi rang ‘néu
moi nguoi co thé hira thi Bradley cling c6 thé hira’.

Stone gid cudn nhat ky bao khac va mot cau chuyén khac. Cau chuyén nay néi vé Cornelius
Behan, nhic lai gi d3 dén dat nudc nay khong mot dong dinh thi va tir hai ban tay tring dd xay dung
mot khdi doan két quic té bang mé hdi va muru tri ctia chinh minh. Nhitng nha thau vii khi phong thu c6
tiéng 13 khong coi luan thuong dao 1y ra gi. Dung tién bit miéng cic dan biéu dé duoc hudng loi chinh
trj 14 mot trong nhirng tro cli mém & Washington, va thé 1a miy ké san xuat xe ting may bay ciing choi
trd 4y dau thua gi nhitng ngudi khac.



Stone doc xong cau chuyén vé Behan, dé cap chi tiét hai vu kinh doanh thanh cong 16n gén day
nhat. Mot 12 xay dung hé thong tén 1ra thé hé m6i cho Lau Nam Goc va hai 1a xdy mot boongke that
16n cho Qudc hoi bén ngoai Washington dé phong bién dong chinh tri. Trong khi vai ké yéu thé tranh
luan rang diéu tot nhat co thé xay dén cho dat nudc trong truomg hop co bién dong chinh tri 13 thi tiéu
co quan quyén luc 1a Qudc hdi di, thi Stone cho rang dit nude van can phai co chinh quyén.

Mbi mdt hgp dong nhu thé tri gia nghin ty dola, va Behan gom ca hai hgp dong vao tay minh.
Nhu bai bao giai thich, hin di loai bo duoc cac ddi thi vao lic gay go nhat. “Ctr nhu thé ong ta biét
doc suy nghi ctia ngudi khac” - ngudi phong vién viét nhu thé. Stone khong tin ¢6 nhitng nguoi doc
dugc suy nghi cta nguoi khic; nhung da timg 1a gian diép khi con tré, ong tin rang c6 nhirng bi mat bi
danh cap.

Stone dwa ngudi vao ghé va nhdp mot ngum ca phé. Néu ngudi tién nhiém ctia Bradley d3 nam
trong ti quan ctia Behan va Bradley hira hen giai quyét triét dé tham nhiing, c6 1& d6 1a céi gia phai
tra ctia mot ngudi mudn lam cude cach mang trong Ha vién. Khong gi bao dam rang ngudi ké nhiém
ctia Bradley s& con hop tac v&i nhitng thing nhue Behan nhung nhitng yéu t6 doa dAm di 16 ra hét. Chu
tich Ha vién m6i c¢6 dam tiép budc Bradley dem lai su trong sach cho Ha vién khi 101 hra y chang da
dan dén cai chét bat dic ki tir ctia ngudi dong nghiép? Nhom khing bd chi 1a binh phong, man tung hoa
mu khong thé xac thuc dugc vao thoi diém do.

Stone bat ddu nghi dén céi chét ciia Bradley boi vi 6ng chi thdy mdi lién hé duy nhat giira ké giét
Bradley va ké giet DeHaven. D6 1a Cornelius Behan, gd da kiém dugc hang ty dola bang cach buon
ban vo s0 thir giet nguoi, dudi danh nghia hoa binh.

C6 phai ngudi ctia Behan & trong chiée xe tai “Cong trinh cong cong D.C” hay khong? C6 khi
nao chl'mg 1am cho Mat vy phai rat lui bang cach nio d6? Hodc d6 13 mdt co quan khac co quan he¢
mat thlet vo1 Behan dong vai tro can thi€p cho ga chang? Con nguoi da tranh cai hang thap ky veé viéc
c6 ton tai hay khong mdi quan hé cong nghlep quan su. Stone chua bao glo ti hoi vé diéu nay. Ong
da tham gia trong lién minh do nhleu nam roi. Néu nhu ¢6 méi quan hé nhu thé ba muoi nim vé trudc,
no s€ 1a mot lyc lugng c6 uy luc can phai dugc can nhic dén. N6 cling 1a mot luc luong khong ngan
ngai thil tidu nhitng chuéng ngai vat trén duong. Stone biét dugc nho kinh nghiém ca nhan. Suy cho
cung thi ong da tirng 1a mot trong nhitng ké di thu ti€u nhirng nguo1 chudng ngai ma.

Ong s& nho Milton tim cang nhiéu thong tin vé Bradley va Behan cang tot. Milton c6 thé xam
nhdp vao cac co so dit liéu ma anh ta khong dugce phép lai vang; tuy nhién cac co s dir lidu dy lai 1a
nhirng cai thu vi nhit. Stone s& dén cin nha chay trui cta Bradley dé coi c6 thu thap duoc thém gi hay
khong. Roi ong s& quay lai nha Jonathan DeHaven vi 6ng mudn quan sat bang kinh vién vong mot 1an
nira, khong phai vi hio hirc mudn duoc xem man kich duc méi ctia Behan. Khong, ¢6 mot diéu gi do rd
rang la Ong hoan toan bo sot.

Mot con gié lanh lua dén, 6ng dung day dét 1o sudi. ROi ong dimg lai va cha xat da thit minh.
Ong thay lanh, rat lanh. Ngudi phu nit d6 da néi cai quai gi nhi? Ong dau tranh tu tudng dé ging nhd
chinh x4c ting chit. “Than nhiét cua anh dang ting trd lai”. Pung roi, d6 12 101 ¢d y ta cham séc Caleb
d3 n6i. Ong thay cau noi ay ki ki bai vi trong bénh vién ngudi ta thuong nghe rang anh dang hoi phuc



vi than nhiét ciia anh hg xuong binh thudng rdi. Nhung cd y ti noi than nhiét anh ta gan nhu tdng [én
mirc binh thuong roi, Ong chan chan minh nghe khong sai chir nao.

Stone bdng thiy phan khich la thudng. Cudi cung thi ciing dd ¢6 manh mdi. Ong chdp 1ay di dong
dé goi cho moi ngudi nhung roi bat chot nhin ra ctra s6. Tir ddy ong co thé thiy diy dén dudng chiéu
sang con duong bén ngoai khu nghia trang. Mot chiéc xe tai “Cong trinh cong cong D.C” dang dau ¢
d6. Ong thay n6 rat rd dudi anh dén dudng.

Ngay 1ap tirc Stone tranh ra khoi cira s6. Ong goi cho Reuben nhung khong két ndi dugc. Nhin
vao dién thoai, ong chang thay cdt song dau nita, du khu vuc nay song dién thoai rat manh. Ong liéc
nhin ra ngoai ctta s0. Dai twr lam nhiéu song. Ong thir dung dién thoai ban. N6 im nhu chét.

Ong cam 40 khoac chay ra cira sau. Ong s& nhay qua bd rao va chay ra miy con du’ong o khu
Georgetown dén mdt can nha bé hoang ma ong thuong sir dung lam noi tri ngy an toan. Ong can trong
md ctra va budc ra, bo rao ¢ dang kia.

Vién dan ban vao nguc 1am 6ng ngimg lai va khuy gbi. DA ting roi vao trang thai bat tinh nhan
su, Stone van c6 thé ngudce nhin ngudi dan 6ng ding & do, mic chiée 4o khoac trim ddu mau den, cAm
sting bang hai tay. Stone cam thay hin mim cudi midc di nan nhan ciia han ngi guc xudng nén dat cing
va bat dong.



Chuong 26

Bong ti clia tham van. Stone nhan ra ngay khi 6ng tinh day. Khong gian qua toi dén ndi Stone
tham chi con khong thdy bat ctr phan ndo trén co thé clia minh, nhung ma 6ng ciing chang cam giac
duoc co thé cua minh nita. Chan tran, ding trén dau ngén chan dau budt, va tay dang bi tréi trén dau.
Noi nay rat lanh - nhung noi kiéu nay ludn rat lanh 180 boi vi cai lanh 1am ngudi ta xudng strc nhanh
hon cai nong. Ong c6 thé nhan thiy rang minh khong nhitng khong c6 giay dép gi ma con tran trudng
nira.

Giong ndi phat ra tir bong t6i, “Tinh roi 42"
Stone gat dau.
“Noi di,” giong noi ra 1énh.

“‘Tinh roi,” Stone tra 10i. Ong chi n6i mot tir, khong thém g1 nira. Ong tung tré@ qua viéc tra tin
nay roi, mac du da xay ra ba muroi ndm tru:(')rc’khi mc:)t di¢p vu that bai va r61 6ng thay minh tr& thanh
ti nhan & mdt no1 ma khong nguo1 My nao muon bi bat gitr.

“Tén gi?”

Pay chinh xac 1a diéu ong dang lo so.

“Oliver Stone.”

Cai gi 6 danh manh vao sau gay 6ng, ngay tirc khic 1am dng choang vang.
“Tén gi?”

“Oliver Stone,” 6ng nd1 cham rai, ty hoi ci danh c6 1am vo so minh chua.
“Pugc roi, Oliver. Noi vé DeHaven di?” giong noi cét 1én.

“Ai1?”

Gid Stone cd cam giac cai gi d6 dang quan chan dng, 6ng ¢6 d4 nd ra nhung nhan ra chin minh
bi ghim chat roi. Cai vat d6 ¢t nhu rén bo 1én chan phai cta ong. Ong thd manh va cb xua ndi so di.
D6 khong thé 13 ran duoc; ching chi dang kich thich cai gi d6 thoi, 6ng tw vién ddn. Nhung du cai gi
dang thic vao da thit 6ng, khong phai cin, thi cai ap luc clia nd ngdy cang ning né. Khon kiép, giong
hét nhuw tran, tran Nam My? Trong bong toi den nhu mure, than kinh thép ctia Stone ciing bat dau ra
ro1.

“Noi1 vé DeHaven di,” giong n6i lai thic.



“Ong mubn biét gi?”

Su de nang da nd1 ra mot chut, nhung van con de doa siét chit.
“Ong ta chét nhu thé nao?”

“T6i khong biét.”

Cai d6 siét manh hon ngay ttrc thi. Gid né dang quin chit eo Stone. Ong thiy kho thd. Tay chan
van dang dau nhirc con got chan gan nhu muon nod tung bi bat dirng trén cac dau ngon chan qua lau.

“T6i nghi 6ng ta bi 4am sat,” Stone thé hon hén.
Ap luc n6i 16ng, ong nhanh chong hit thé, budng phoi cing toac dau dén.
“Nhu thé nao?”

Stone tuyét vong nghi ra cai gi d6 dé noi. Ong ching biét nhitng nguoi ndy 1a ai va han nhién 1a
khong muon tiét 1o qua nhiéu. Khi 6ng khong noi gi, cai do rot ra hoan toan. Hoang mang, ong co gang
thu gian; 1€ ra ong phai biét nhi€u hon.

Ong té xudng nén nha khi dugc coi day troi tay. Ong cam thiy nhitng ban tay mang gang manh
bao xoc than nguo1 6ng. Khi 6ng bat than quo tay ra, ong dung phai cai gi d6 cung clng - kinh va kim
loai, gan noi ma ké giam giit c6 1& dang ngdi. Chiing ¢ thiét bi nhin trong bong toi.

Stone bj nhic dén noi khac. Mot chdc sau ong bi quang manh Xuéng mot vat cing nhu 1a miéng
van dai va dugc gilt vao do. Ong b1 1at nglra ra, mat bit bang keo. Nudc do xuéng mat lam bang keo
dinh chit vao mit, mili va miéng 6ng. Ong ngat thd. Chung dang 1am trd “van nudc”, mot ky thuat tra
tan rat hiéu qua. Co nhitng tro khac con khiing khiép hon viéc tin rﬁng minh dang b1 trin nude, dic biét
1a chong nguoc dau trong bong t6i trong khi bi budc chit vao tim van.

Bong nhién, tro nay dung lai, bing keo dugc thao ra. Ngay khi ong vira hép chat khong khi thi
dau ong bi nhiing vao nudc lanh. Ong lai bi ngat thé va co6 quay dap dé thoat ra. Tim dap nhanh dén
ndi 6ng biét minh cé thé chét vi dau tim trude khi chét vi ngat nuée.

RO61 Ong duoc kéo ra khoi nude. Ong non ge khan, phun nu¢c dai day mat.
“Nhu thé nao?” giong no1 binh tinh.

A, thang dang dat cau hoi rat binh tinh, Stone nghi trong lic cb hat nude da1 ra khoi mat. C6 18
han dang ngdi trong mdt can phong 4m cung véi tach ca phé trong khi minh dang ¢ hat dong dom dai
ra khoi mat.

“Bi ngat, gidng nhu may dang 1am véi tao vay, do khén!”

Lai thém mdt cai dim xubng nude nita. Ong c¢d y 1am vay dé rira nude dom khoi mit thoi. Stone
da nhanh hit thd mdt hoi trugce khi lai bi tran nuée, va sau d6 6ng dugc nhac 1én lanh 1an hon.



“Nhur thé nao?” giong néi cat lén.

“Khéng phai vi chat Halon 1301, vi cai khac.”
“Car gi?”

“Toi van chua biét.”

Stone cam thiy minh lai dang bi dim xudng. Ong hét 1én hoang loan, “Nhung tdi c¢6 thé tim ra
dugc nguyén nhan.”

Giong ndi khong tra 101 ngay. Stone cho d6 1a tin hiéu t6t. Nhitng ngudi tham van ghét im lang.

Giong noi cét 1én, “Ching t6i xem nhat ky bao ciia 6ng. Ong dang doc vé Bradley. Tai sao
Vay.,a

“C6 veé nhu qua trung hop. Cai chét cua ong ta va DeHaven.”
“Chang c6 diém giong nao ca.”
“Ong nghi vay sao?”

Stone van ¢6 hit mot hoi dai, nhung lan ‘nay chung gilr 6ng qua lau dén ndi ong gin nhu chét
ngop. Ong dugc du’a 1én v6i bd ndo gan nhur nd tung vi thiéu oxy, moi bap thit run riy; strc song toan
than 6ng bt dau tit ngam.

“Ong nghi hai cai chét c6 diém chung gi?” giong néi ra 1énh.

“Ong sap 1am t6i chét ngdp, vy néu d6 1a ké hoach thi sao khong két thic t6i luén cho r6i?” ong
yéu &t n6i. Ong cang ngudi chd mot cai dim nude nira nhung né da khong t4i.

“Ong nghi hai cai chét c6 diém chung gi?” giong ndi lai ra 1énh.

Stone thé hat ra, diéu ma 6ng c6 thé 1am vao thoi diém ndy, dang nghi xem c6 nén tra 101 hay
khong. Néu do khong phai 1a di€éu ching muon nghe thi dng phai chét. Nhung 6ng cling gan chét td1 noi
1oi.

Ong gom hét sirc noi, “Cornelius Behan.”
Ong lai cho chiing nhung nude. Thay vi vay, giong noi hoi, “Sao lai 1a Behan?”

“Bradley thi chong tham nhiing. Behan thang hai hop dong dau thau dudi trleu dai cii. Co 1€
Bradley di tim thay diéu gi d6 ma Behan khong mudn ngudi khac biét. Vi thé han giét ong ta, dot nha
ong ta va d6 16i cho nhom khiing bb khong co that.”

Mot khoang 1m lang da1 TAt ca nhitng gi Stone nghe thay la t1eng dap gian dir tur trai tim bi tra
tan cua minh. Tiéng dong 4y rat dang so, nhung it nhat 6ng van con song.

“DeHaven thi sao?”



“La hang xo6m cua Behan.”
“Chi c6 thé sao?” giong noi1 1o rang rat that vong.

Stone cam thiy minh sip bi trin nudc, “Chua, chua hét! Co mot cai kinh thién van trén cin gac
¢ nha DeHaven chia qua nha Behan. DeHaven c¢6 1€ da thay di€u gi d6 ma 1€ ra ong ta khong nén thay.
Vi thé Ong ta cling phai b1 giét, nhung khong giong cach giét Bradley.”

“Ta1 sao?”

“Nguoi ta chia sung vao Chu tich Ha vién khong c6 gi dang ngac nhién. Nhung DeHaven 1a mét
thu thu va 1a hang x6m cua Behan. Cai chét phai dugc lam cho giong nhu tai nan, trdnh xa nha cua
DeHaven va Behan. Néu khong thi viéc di€u tra c6 thé chuyén huéng qua Behan.”

Stone cho trong im lang, ty hoi cau tra 101 da dung chua.

Ong lao dao va cam thdy miii kim tiém dam vao canh tay. Mot gidy sau ong nham mit lai, va
Oliver Stone hit thit sau ro1 nam bat dong.

Tir goc phong Roger Seagraves quan sat bon dan em xo¢ Stone dem di. Ong ta khd cimg coi so
vGi tudi tac cta minh. Seagraves muong twong ba muoi nim trude Stone c6 18 cling gidi giang nhu
han bay gio. Gio it nhat hin ciing biét duoc rang Stone nghi ngd Cornelius Behan dimg phia sau cac
vundy. Va bai vi Iy do nay ma Stone s& dugc song thém mot ngay nita.



Chuong 27

Phong khach san ctia Annabelle nhin ra cong vién trung tim, va cd ngau hirg mubn di dao. Kiéu
toc va mau toc cling da duoc thay ddi thém mot 1an nita. Gid o ta 13 mot cd gai toc den, ngén, toc ré
mdt bén, trung hop v4i tAm hinh trén hd chiéu Freddy da 1am cho ¢ ta. Nhin quan 4o thi 16 rang 6 ta
12 dan New York, c6 nghia 1a mic mau den va nhin rat phong cach. Co ta lang thang trén nhitng con
duong mon cong vién dudi chiée non va kinh mat. Vai nguoi di ngang liée nhin, ¢6 18 ho nghi ¢6 ta 1a
ngudi noi tiéng nio d6. Mia mai thay, Annabelle chura bao gid tim kiém danh vong. Ca cudc doi minh
cd chi biét bam viu vao nhitng cai bong t6i tim md mit dé an ti noi ma mot tén bip tai ning c6 thé tim
dugc mot cai may kéo chuyén nghiép.

C6 ta mua mot goi banh bich quy mém cua mdt nguoi ban dao roéi dem vé phong, noi ¢ ta ngdi
trén girong xem qua dong gidy to du lich. Leo va c6 ta da chia tay & san bay Newark. Freddy da di
khé1 nudc My ro1. Co ta chua héi hai ngudi do di dau ma ¢d cling chang muon biét.

Sau khi dén New York, co ta lién lac Vé’i Tony. Nhu da hira, Annabelle da sap xép cho gi dén
Parls Sau do6 ga tu di mot minh cuing dong gidy thong hanh va chirng minh thu gia va may trleu dola dé
san trong mot tai khoan luc nao cling san sang cho gi rat tién. CO ta canh bao gi lan cudi cung, “Du
Bagger chua bao gio thiy anh, no van sé& biét toi can phai c¢6 thém ai d6 gidi vé may vi tinh, va anh c6
danh tiéng day. Vi thé hay 1in khoi nudc My khoang mdt nim nhé. Va dirng c6 quing tién khip noi.
Chon mdt noi nao d6 nho nho, trén vao, hoc ngdn ngit mo1 va bé than phan cii di.”

Tony htra s& 1am theo nhitng diéu ¢6 ta khuyén bao.
“Tbi s& goi cho cb biét t6i ti dau.”
“Khong, anh khong duoc goi cho t61,” ¢d bao gi nhu thé.

Co 4 van con ba ngay trude khi dén han mon tién ctia Bagger trd vé vai hin va han phat hién ra
minh bi Itra. C6 4 sé& tra lai phan nira s6 tién dé xem hin phan Gmg nhu thé ndo. C6 18 hin s& giét thing
ki thuat vién cung thang thu quy trude. Roi hin sé di ngang qua song bai ctia minh véi khau stng luc,
ban ngay vao dau nhitng con bac gia ca dang choi bai. C6 1& d6i dic nhiém ciia bang New Jersey sé
dot kich lao vao va dua tén khon kiép do6 ra khoi tinh trang dau kho. C6 1& khong hién thuc 14m, nhung
¢ nang van ludn c6 thé tudng trong ra nhu thé.

Con dudng tron chay ctia ¢d nang dugc vach ra bat dau tir Pong Au sang chiu A. C6 18 s& mat
khoang mot nam. Sau do, co6 a s¢€ dén Nam Thai Binh Duong, dén mot hon dao nho ma c6 a kham pha
ra nhiéu nim trudc va chua bao gid quay trd lai vi ndi so rang lan thir hai n6 s& khong dep hoan hao
nita. Hién gid c6 a thiy vui voi su ‘gan nhu hoan hao’ ctia 1an thir hai nay.

Phan chia cua c¢6 a dang ndm rai rac trong nhi€u tai khoan & ngudc ngoai. Co a s€ tranh xa 161



song xa hoa va cong viéc dau tu ca phan doi con lai ciia minh, c6 18 thinh thoang ciing phé 18. Tham
chi c0 a c6 thé mua cho minh mdt con tau nho nho va ty minh lai. Khong phai vong quanh thé gi¢i, ma
chi can nhitng chuyén du hanh ngan ngay quanh mgt vung vinh nhiét do1 1a tuyét lam roi.

C6 & da can nhic c6 nén giri cho Bagger mot 11 nhan rang c6 4 di Ira hin thanh cong khong,
nhung cudi cing lai quyét dinh riang su hién ngang bao dan nhu thé chang dang vai cap do cta cu lira
cao cap niy. Pé han phai song ca doi trong sy hoai nghi khong biét ai lira minh. C6 con gai bé nho ciia
Paddy Conroy s& khong thé nio nam trén danh sach nghi can thong thudng vi ¢d a chin chan rang
Bagger chang biét rang Paddy c6 mdt dira con gai. Mdi quan hé ciia Annabelle v&i cha ¢6 & 1a duy
nhat, va 6ng chua bao gid gidi thiéu co a v4i thé gidi bac bip rang diy 1a con cta minh. Leo va vai
dtra ma ho 1am dn chung cubi ciing ciing kham phé ra, nhung chi c6 bao nhiéu ngudi d6 biét thoi.

Lan nay hinh anh ctia ¢6 4 d3 bi luu lai trong cac camera & song bai Pompeii. Va co a biét
Bagger s& dem miy birc anh d6 di khip thé gidi bac bip tra tién hay thim chi tra tin ching dé 1ay
dugc nhan than cua c6 a. Mot théng bip cd quen biét déu rat hoan hi v4i nhitng gi co a gay ra cho han
Bagger. Nhu:ng cling ¢ thé thang nao do nhin birc hinh va 16 miéng nodi ra tén cd 4 néu Bagger ham
doa qua murc. A, ¢ a nghi, cit dé han dén. Hén sé thdy giét minh khé khan hon hdn tidng day Kich
c& cua con ché trong cudc chién khong quan trong ma pham vi chién dau cua con ché méi 1a van dé.
Piéu nay chiang phai do cha c6 ta noi, ma chinh me c6 ta bao véi co ta.

Tammy Conroy, du la t61 pham, ba van la nguo1 phu nit t6t, va 1a nguo1 vg phai chiu dung
Paddy Conroy trong thoi gian dai. Ba ta tirng 1am nhan vién pha ché cdc-tai trude khi gan két cude doi
v6i ngudi dan ong Ai-len quyén rii, nguoi 1am cho ngudi khac phai cudi sai ca quai ham va cé thé ca
bat cr giai diéu nio ma nguoi khac mudn nghe. Paddy Conroy thong tri bat cir cin phong ndo ma ong
c6 mit; c6 18 d6 1a 1y do ngudi ta chua bao gio thay hét tiém ning Iira bip ciia 6ng. Nhirng ké bip gioi
nhat 13 nhitng ké ma anh thim chi con khéng biét 1a ching dang c¢6 mit & d6. RS rang Paddy chang
quan tim, cho rang d6 1a may min cua ngudi Ai-len, sy gan da va nu cudi ciru dong nhiéu ban thua
trong thiy. Phan 16n 12 do may mén, nhung may mén khong thé ctru dugc Tammy Conroy.

Jerry Bagger di tu tay ban vao dau ba khi ba khong khai ra chong minh. Paddy chic chin da
khong dap lai su trung thanh ctia vo minh. Ong tau thoat khi Bagger bat dau xong vao nha. Annabelle
con chang duoc dy dam tang cta me vi Bagger va 1ii tay chin vaAn con & nghia trang chd xem ¢6 ai d6
xuat hién hay khong. Nhiéu nim qua di nhung c6 1& Bagger van con dang tim kiém cha ¢ ta. Hon
muoi triéu dola, tén khén Bagger chi con nhiéu hon dé dién nhitng bo comple dit tién. Annabelle biét
vu viéc do tuyét nhién chéng phai vi tién, ma vi su ton trong. Cach duy nhit dé duoc ton trong trong
thé giGi cua Bagger 13 tiéu xai tién nho giot thoi. VA bat clr ai ma 1dy muoi triéu dola cua hin, Bagger
s& bam vam ké éy néu hian cham duoc tay to1 ké éy. Thé nén khi Annabelle chi ra méy con bac bip &
song bai Pompelii, ¢ ta cling phai goi canh sat ludén. Co canh sat, Bagger sé khong danh giy chan ai
hét. Néu bon bip con biét khon ngoan, ching sé& giai tan nhanh chong sau khi bi giam va dong an phat
xong.

Bagger c6 18 13 buc tranh biém hoa biét di du’ng ctia mot tén dau so song bai trong by phim xa
hoi den nao d6, nhung diéu chang buon cuot chit nao vé han chinh 14 cai cach han sir dung bao lyc dé
dang nhu thé ndo. Néu anh g1an 1an & may song bai khac, anh di tu. Bagger thi khong hoat dong nhu
thé. Han 1a hinh anh phan chiéu nhitng ngy xua ¢ Vegas khi cach giai quyét ké gian 1an bai bac 1a dap



vO dau gbi roi t6i dap dau. Viéc that bai khi mang cach hanh xir cii ki dén thoi ky hién dai 1am hin bi
truc xuat khoi thanh phé To1 4c. Trong lic han van chua g& gac lai hinh anh ctia minh ¢ thanh pho
Atlantic, hin van con rat than trong vé chuyén nay.

V61 nhitng diéu dé cap 0 trén, trong truong hgp cua Tammy Conroy, mot vo lra mot triéu dola
thuong kho ma din dén cai chét. Nhung ddy khong phai 14 vu viéc don gian boi vi cha cia Annabelle
va Bagger di c6 cudc chién ngdm. C4 nhan Paddy thi tranh xa song bai cta Bagger, nhung khi 6ng dua
nhirng nhém bip vao song cta Bagger dé 1am cong viéc gitip 6ng, bao gom ca viée dwa dira con gai
tudi vi thanh nién va chang trai tré Leo vao thyc hién ké hoach ctia minh. Diéu nay giéng nhu bién ca
hai thanh miéng mdi ngon cho c4 dai duong lan cudi cting ho dén thanh phd Atlantic. Nhung nhiéu nim
qua, cudi cung Bagger ciing tim ra dugc mi lién hé gitta Paddy voi nhitng rac réi trong song bai cua
minh. Thé 14 han xuit hién trén bac thém nha Paddy rat xa New Jersey mot dém no, nhung Paddy
khong c6 & nha. Ai d6 néi 6ng ta duge canh bio nén da tau thoat. Nhung néu thé thi ong da quén mang
theo vo minh.

Khong c6 bt ctr chirmg cd ndo cho thay Bagger co lién quan dén vu giét ngu’m tit nhién, hin co
hang nghin chirng ¢& ngoai pham, vi vay cling chang c6 trat hau toa hay khaoi to gi hét. Tuy nhién, vai
tén bac bip ky cyu ma Annabelle da tro chuyén noi rang hoan toan chic chin vé chuyén da xay ra. Ma
du ho c6 tan mat thy ho ciing khong dam 1am ching chdng lai Bagger.

P3 & gan han hon mot tudn trude, Annabelle nhin ra minh c6 ¥ nghi dit cay sung vao giita tran
hin va bop co. Hanh dong dy co thé tra duogc thi, nhung tra gia bang ca cude doi ti toi thi co a khong
mubn. Khong, cach nay hay hon nhiéu. Cha ¢ 4 chua hé thich nhiing vu lira gat 16n - 6ng cho rang
phéi ton qué nhiéu thoi gian va tiém an nhiéu nguy co. Nhung at han Tammy Conroy sé& that 1ong danh
gia cao tinh nghé thuat va mirc d6 cong pha ctia cu lira ndy. Va néu nhu me c6 & c6 thé 1én thién dang,
Annabelle hy vong ba s€ 1én theo doi Bagger tir trén cao khi Bagger phat gic ra hin da bj lira vao
cudc dua hoang dai va xao quyét voi gia vao cong 1a bdn muoi triéu dola.

Co & voi lay cai diéu khién ti-vi va vira lu6t qua cac kénh mot lugt vira an banh quy. Tin tirc
cling gidng nhu moi ngay thoi, déu 1a tin xu ca. C6 nhiéu linh bi giét hon, nhiéu ngudi chét doi hon,
nhiéu ngudi ty sat bang bom va giét nhitng nguoi vo t6i dudi danh nghia ctia Chiia. Xong cai ti-vi, co
a nhit to bao 1én. Thoi quen khé bo, va hon mot 1an ¢6 & thiy minh nhin vao nhiing bai béo, ty hoi 1am
thé ndo dé nhao tron cac chi tiét thanh mot ct lira sang tao va thanh cong. Gid ciing xong hét rdi, co a
nht thAim. Lira dugc Bagger 1a dinh cao trong sy nghi€p cua co 4, khong con 1én cao dugc nira ma chi
c6 nude di xudng thoi.

Bai bao cudi cung co a doc khién c6 4 phai gidt minh ngdi bat day, lam d6 banh va mu tat ra
givong. C6 4 trd mat nhin vao birc anh nhd ciing vdi cau chuyén ¢ trang cudi. Mot bai diéu danh cho
nha hoc gia 151 lac va 1a nguoi doc sach. Khong c6 bit ctr nguyén nhan ndo dugc dua ra dé giai thich
cai chét cta Jonathan DeHaven, ho chi noi 6ng chét bat ngo trong khi dang lam viéc & Thu vién Qubc
hoi. Mac du ong da chét trude do, viée sép xép 1 tang gi0 mo1 dugc hoan thanh va dugce chon vao
ngay mai & D.C. Annabelle 1am sao biét duoc viée tri hodn 13 do cac nhan vién giam dinh phap y da
chang thé tim ra nguyén nhan dan dén cai chét ctia 6ng y. Tuy nhién, vi khong co bat cir diéu gi dang
ngo, nén vu viéc da dugc khép lai voi cai chét vi ly do ty nhién va xac ong dugc dua vé nha tang 1&.



Annabelle chop cai tai va nhdi nhét quﬁn 40 vao. K& hoach du lich cua c6 a thay ddi, co 4 sé
bay dén Washington. D€ n6i 101 tam biét vo1 ngudi chong cii, Jonathan DeHaven, nguoi dan 6ng duy
nhat trén thé gian nay c6 thé nam gitr dugc ca trai tim co a.



Chuong 28

“Oliver! Oliver!”

Stone tir tir tinh va ngdi ddy mdt cach kho khin. Ong dang nam dai trén san nha, quan 4o van con
nguyén ven, trong can nha ¢ nghia trang, toc ong van con udt.

“Oliver!” a1 d6 dap ctra nha ong.
Stone diig day, bo nhao dén dé m¢ cura.

Reuben nhin 6ng voi vé mit cudi cudi, “Chuyén gi dang xay ra vay? Anh lai udng qua nhiéu
ruou tequila a?” Tuy nhién, khi 6ng nhan thay tinh trang ki€t strc ctia Stone, 6ng nghiém mat, “Oliver,
anh c6 6n khong?”

“Tb6i khong chét. Lay 1am ming vé diéu d6 di.”
Ong ra hiéu cho Reuben budc vao, va Stone mat muoi phut dé giai thich chuyén gi da xay ra.
“Me kiép, anh khong biét chung n6 1 ai ha?”

“La a1 di chang nita, thi chiing rat thanh thao k¥ thuat tra tn,” Stone ndi mot cach khod khdc, tay
xo0a xoa cho u trén dau. “T61 nghi ¢ thé minh s€ khong udng nita.”

“Vay ching c6 biét gi vé mdi quan hé cua Behan khong?”

Stone git dau, “Toi khong chac rang diéu d6 c6 lam ching ngac nhién khong, nhung tdi nghi
nhirng di€u t61 khai véi chung vé Bradley va DeHaven thi hoan toan 1a tin méi ca.”

“Nhic dén DeHaven méi nhg, hdm nay 1a tang 1& ctia ong ta. Ching t6i dén goi anh 1a vi thé.
Caleb dang du 1€ cung v&i cac nhan vién Thu vién Quoc hoi khac. Milton cling dén du, con to61 doi ca
lam & bén tau nén cling co6 thé di viéng. Chung t61 nghi buoi tang 1€ nay quan trong lam.”

Stone bat day nhung roi lai sup xudng,
Reuben d& tay ong, “Oliver, co 1& anh nén ngdi nghi chat da.”

“Thém mot 1an tra tan kiéu do, cac anh s& phai di du dam tang cua t6i day. Nhung budi tang 18
hém nay c6 thé cling rat quan trong. UGc gi nhitng diéu can phai lam sang t6 cling s& dugc giai dap
trong buoi 1€.”



Tang 1€ tai Nha tho Thanh John ndm sat bén cong vién Lafayette c6 rat nhidu ngudi dén du, du
cac loai nhan vién cua thu vién va chinh phu. Cornelius Behan cling tham du cung v61 vg minh, nguoi
phu nit hip din manh khanh va cao rdo méi budc vao tudi ngil tuan véi mai toc nhudm vang. Cai vé
kiéu ky ctia ba ta di cing voi vé ngoai mong manh, mét moi. Cornelius Behan ndi tiéng & Washington,
va nguoi ta ¢l tién dén chd ga dé om tham thiét va to 10ng ton kinh. G& nhan hét bang ctr chi than thién
ctia minh, nhung Stone thdy ltic ndo g ciing ndm cénh tay vo minh ¢t nhur thé ba ta c6 thé té ngd néu
khong c6 sy trg strc cua ga.

Stone khing khing doi Hoi Camel phai rai rac mdi ngudi mdi chd trong nha tho dé khio sat
nhiéu nhom ngudi khac nhau. Du rd rang 13 ai bat coc ong thi da biét mdi quan hé cua dng voi nhitng
ngudi con lai, nhung 6ng khong muén cho bon chiing biét rang 6ng con co ba ngudi ban co thé tro
thanh muyc ti€u cua ching.

Stone ngéi déng cudi, rao mit nhin khép mot lugt va khi dung lai ¢ vi tri cua mot phy niv ngé)i
ngoai ria. Khi c6 ta quay lai vudt cong toc ra khoi khuon mat, anh nhin ctia Stone con dir doi hon. Viéc
luyén tap trudc kia da giup ong luyén k¥ ning c6 thé nhé hinh ddng con ngudi, va 6ng di thdy ngudi
phu nit ndy roi du gio trong ¢d ta co vé gia hon.

Sau khi budi 18 két thic, thanh vién Hoi Camel rdi nha tho, budc vé phia vo chong Behan.
Behan thi tham gi d6 vao tai vg trudge khi quay qua néi chuyén véi Caleb.

“Mdt ngay budn,” gi ndi.

“Vang, dung thé 8, Caleb kit khit mii. Ong nhin ba Behan.
“0,” Behan noi. “Day la vo to1 Marilyn. Day la, 0...”
“Caleb Shaw. T61 lam viéc ¢ thu vién véo1 Jonathan.”
Ong gidi thiéu nhitng thanh vién ctia Hoi Camel cho ba ay.

Behan nhin vao nha tho khi nhitng ngudi ho tang khiéng quan tai ra. “Ai c6 nghi dén? Ong ta
trong khoe manh dén thé co ma.”

“Nhiéu nguoi trong khoe nhu thé trude khi ho chét,” Stone néi trong khong. Ong van dé mat t6i
nguo1 phu nit minh thay luc dau. Co6 ta doi mii den va mang kinh mat, mac chiéc dam dai mau den va
mang giay bot. Cao gay, co ta kha n61 bat gitra dam nguoit du 1€.

Behan tim Stone soi méi va ¢b ging theo ddi anh mit cua ong, nhu:ng ong quay 1a1 ngay kip lac
trude khi gd kip thay ngu:cn phu nit. “To6i nghi ho biét chic chin vé cai chét cua dng ay,” Behan noi.
Ga nhanh nhau néi thém, “Y t6i 1a thinh thoang ho ciing phan doan sai.”

Stone 18n tiéng, “T6i cho rang néu ho ¢ nghi ngd, ta cling s& biét ngay ma. Phuong tién truyén



thong kham pha miy vu d6 ra lién.”
“Vang, cac nha bao kha gioi chuyén kham pha,” Behan nd1 véi vé khong hirng tha nira.

“Chéng t61 biét rat nhiéu vé nhirng cai chét dot ngot,” Marilyn Behan tu nhién phun ra. Khi tat
ca mo1 nguwoi déu nhin ba ta, ba vo1 va noi thém, “To61 biét 1a vi nghé nghiép cua anh &y d6 ma.”

Behan mim cudi voi Caleb va miy ngudi khac roi néi, “Xin phép.” Ga van cam tay vo rat chit
va dan ba ta ra cho khac. Co phai Stone vira nhin thay mot tia vui thich trong anh mat cuia nguo1 phu
nit khong nhi?

Reuben van doi theo hg, “T61 chi ¢ thé hinh dung ga vo1 cai quan 16t cua ga thoi. To1 da phai
ngam ca nam tay vao miéng d€ nin cuoi sudt budi 1€.”

“Ong ta qua c6 1ong khi dén day hém nay,” Stone néi. “Y t6i 1a ong ta qua co6 long khi dén du
tang 1€ cua mOt ngud1 quen biét binh thuong.”

“Méy ba vo trong nhu tac phém ngh¢ thuat phirc tap qua,” Caleb binh luan.

“Nay, ba ta 1am t6i ngac nhién khi néi thang bi mat ctia 6ng chong ddy,” Stone néi. “To6i khong
tin ho c6 thé yéu nhau tha thiét.”

“Nhung ho van ctr & voi nhau day thoi,” Milton ndi thém.

“Vi tinh yéu tién, yéu quyén luc va dia vi xa hoi,” Caleb ghé tém noi.

“T6i da khong thé nhd didu d6 trong cac cudc hon nhan ctia minh,” Reuben déap tra. “Toi c6 tinh
yeu, it nhat la trong mot khoang tho1 gian, chir may yéu to kia thi khong.”

Stone lai theo ddi ngudi phy nit dam den, “Ngudi phu nit & dang kia, trong cb ta c6 quen
khong?”

“Sao biét dugc?” Caleb ndi. “Co ta d6i mii va deo kinh ma.”
Stone 14y burc anh ra, “T6i nghi ¢6 ta 13 ngudi trong anh.”

Ho tu tap quanh burc anh va roi Caleb va Milton nhin truc dién vao nguo1 phu nir va thay phién
nhau chi tro.

Stone suyt, “Hai ngudi c6 thiy minh qué 16 1iéu khong ha?”

Poan nguoi dy 1& dang tién Vé nghia trang. Sau khi 15 dong quan da xong, moi ngudi quay tro vé
Xe cua ho. Nguoi phu nir 40 den Van ctr luu luyén bén ¢d quan tai trong khi hai nguoi 1am cong mac
quan jean 40 so mi xanh dang chd gan d6. Stone nhin quanh va thiy vo chong Behan ciing da quay vé
chiéc limosine. Ong quan sat ca khu vuc mot luot dé tim kiém nhitng ké ‘trAn nude’ ong co thé hién
dién trong cudc sdng hang ngdy. Anh c6 thé nhan dién loai ngudi d6 néu anh biét cach tim ching, nhu
Stone d3 lam. Tuy nhién, viéc quan sat nay khong c6 két qua gi ca.

Ong ra hiéu cho nhitng nguoi khac theo minh khi 6ng budc vé phia ngudi phu nit. C6 ta dat mot



tay lén trén ¢ quan tai bang g6 hong sac va c6 vé nhu lam bam di€u gi do, co 1€ 1a 101 cau nguyen.

Ho chd ¢o ta ciu xong. Khi c6 quay mat vé phia hg, Stone noi, “Jonathan dang & dinh vinh
quang cua do1 minh thi dot ngdt ra di. That dau budn.”

Phia sau cip kinh den, ¢ ta dap, “Sao ong biét ong ay?”

Caleb noi1, “To1 lam viéc chung vo1 ong ay ¢ thu vién. Ong ay la s€p cua to1. Mo1 nguot s€ rat
nhé Ong ay.”

Ngudi phu nit gat dau, “Vang, moi ngudi s& rat nhé 6ng ay.”

“Sao co biét ong ta?” Stone can trong hoi lai.

“P3 1au 1dm rdi,” ¢o ta ndi mi mo.

“Nhitng tinh ban 1au dai nhu thé ngy nay rat hiém c6.”

“Vang, dung thé. Toi xin phép,” cd ta budc qua ho va bat dau di thang,

“Cai chét ctia Ong ta rat bi an, nhan vién giam dinh phap y chua thé tim ra nguyén nhan cai chét,”
Stone no1 du 16n dé€ co ta nghe thay. Lo1 no1 ¢6 hi¢u nghiém tire thi. Co ta dung budc va quay lai.

“Bao dua tin rang ong ay chét vi dau tim,” nguo1 phy nit noi.

Caleb gat dau, “Ong ay chét vi tim ngirng dap, nhung 6ng 4y khong bi dau tim. T6i nghi bao chi
chi gid dinh thé th6i.”

Co ta bude thém vai budc vé phia ho, “T61 chua dugc biét tén céc ong.”
“Caleb Shaw. T6i lam viéc trong phong doc Sach Quy Hiém. Pay 1a ban t6i...”

Stone chia tay ra, “Sam Billings, han hanh dugc gap c6.” Ong ra hiéu cho hai thanh vién con lai
cua nhom Camel. “Chién hiru cua t61 Reuben va kia 1a Milton. Va c6 1a?”

Co ta 10 Stone di va chi chu muc vao Caleb, “Néu ong lam viéc ¢ thu vién, 6ng han phai yéu
sach nhiéu nhu Jonathan vay.”

Caleb rang r& han 1én khi chuyén sang dé tai yéu thich ctia minh, “O, tit nhién roi. That ra trong
di chiic 6ng ay uy quyén thu vién sach cua minh cho t6i. T61 dang tién hanh kiém ké, dinh gia va ban
b0 suu tap sach cua ong ay, sau do so6 tien thu duge s€ dem di lam tir thién.”

Ong ngirng néi khi nhin thiy Stone ra dau cho 6ng ngdm miéng.

Cb ta noi, “Nghe c6 vé dung 1a giong Jonathan r6i. Chang hay cha me dng 4y mat chua?”

“0, vang, cha ong ay mat nhiéu ndm roi, me mat hai nim trudc. Jonathan thira hudng toan bd nha
2

cua.

Stone thay nguo1 phu nit rat kho khan méi nhoén mot nu cudi voi thong tin cudi cung. Nguoi



ludt su ndi gi véi Caleb nhi? Ring cudc hon nhin d3 bi thi tidu. Co 18 khong phai boi nguoi vo ma
chinh vi cha me Ong ta khang khang khong dong y?

Co ta no1 vo1 Caleb, “Sé€ rat tuy€t n€éu duge tham cdn nha va bd suu tap sach cua ong ay. To1
chac l1a gio bo suu tap da duwge mé rong ra r61.”

“Co biét vé& bo suu tip ctia dng ay nita u?” Caleb hoi.
“Jonathan va t6i chia sé nhiéu thir 1am. T6i s& khong & day 14u, thé nén toi nay tdi ghé tham nha
ong ay co dugc khong?”

“Tinh cd 1a ching t6i ciing dinh ghé ngang qua d6 tdi nay. Néu c6 ¢ khach san, ching tdi c6 thé
dén don co,” Stone dé nghi.

Ngudi phu nir 1ic dau, “Toi s& gip cac ong trén dudng Good Fellow.” Co ta nhanh budc dén
chiéc tac-x1 da do1 san.

“Anh nghi mdi mot ngudi phy nit dén nha Jonathan c6 tot khong?” Milton hoi, “Ching ta con
chua biét co ta 1a ai nita ma.”

Stone 14y birc anh ra gio 1én, “T6i nghi c6 1& chung ta biét c6 ta. it nhat ching ta s& som biét
tho1. Trén duong Good Fellow,” ong tram ngam.



Chuong 29

Sau khi bu6i chirng nhan két thic phia trudc Uy ban Tinh bao, Seagraves va Trent udng ca phé
trong quan ro1 sai budc vé phia dién Capitol. Vi nhi¢ém vu chinh thirc bat hai ga 1am viéc v6i nhau
nhi€u, nén 1an nay hai ga di v&i nhau s€ chang ai nghi ngo.

Seagraves nging lai dé nha ba keo cao su trong khi Trent cti xuéng cot lai day giay.
“Vay anh nghi ga do6 thuc su la nhan vién cii cua Cuc tinh bao ha?”” Trent hoi.
Seagraves git dau, “Ma ‘666’ ddy, anh biét vé thu myc d6 khong Albert?”

“Mu mo lam, khong rd nhu anh dau. Co quan Tinh bao thué toi dé 1am cong tic phan tich chir
khong phai trén 1inh vuc dé dau. Sau mudi ndm phan tich rac ruoi thi té1 cling chan 1dm ro1.”

Seagraves mim cuoi, “Nhay vao lam con budn chinh tri c6 t6t hon khong?”
“Tot hon do1 véi ching ta.”

Seagraves nhin ngudi dong nghiép can than chai mé toc vé diing hang thang 16i, hang nao ciing
déu tdm tap ma khong can guong. Seagraves noi, “Sao anh khong cat dau tron di? Nhiéu phu nir thich
cai kiéu truong phu nhu thé d6. Va néu anh dé cai kiéu dau d6 anh trong lich 1am hon.”

“Sau khi két thtc cong viéc, to1 s€ co that nhiéu tién du dé mdi khi t6i dén nudc nao gai dep
cling quay quanh chiéu theo y thich cua t61.”

“Hop voi loal nguoi nhu anh.”

“Ga ma s6 666 nay co thé 1a diéu phién todi. Ching ta s€ phai tro chuyén nhi€u vé moéi quan hé
cua con mua bao sam sét nay.”

Seagraves lac dau, “Ching ta 1am nhu vy moi chuyén s& bat dau duoc ham néng 1én. Theo nhur
to1 thay thi han van con cdc moéi quan hé. Néu to1 xir han, to61 s€ phai xir ca ban beé ctia han luon. biéu
do rat dé gay sai 1am va dan dén nghi ngd' nham nguoi. Gio t61 nghi chinh Behan 1a ké d6. Néu co gi
thay do61, du bao tho1 tiét phai dugc doc khac di.”

“Anh ¢6 chic rang d6 1a chién lugc tot hay khong?”

Vé mit Seagraves toi sam lai, “Hay thir kiém nghiém thuc té di Trent. Trong khi anh ngdi phia
sau cai ban lam viéc am &p thoai mai & Washington, t61 phai dat mong ngdéi ¢ nhirng noi anh qua s¢
dén no61 khong ddm xem TV. Anh clr lam chuyén ctia anh va dé t61 lo vé€ ké hoach chién lugc nay, trur
phi anh nghi minh c6 thé 1am t6t hon t61.”



Trent cudi mim, nhung ndi s¢ hii van chua cho phép cudi, “Toi dau cé tra hdi anh.”

“Nhung c6 vé giong hét nhu thé.” Hin bét chot nhe ring cuoi Va choang tay qua doi vai hep cua
Trent, “Khong c6 thoi gian dé dau d4 voi nhau Albert a. Moi viée van tién trién tot dep ding khong?”

“Chinh xac,” Trent xoa xoa vai ma trong han c6 vé nhu sap khoc to1 noi.
May phdai co vé nhu mdt suc trén san choi moi ngay vay.

Seagraves ddi dé tai, “Bdn mat tham da chét. D6 14 tin géc éy.” Hén that sy ¢ biét mot nguoi
trong sO bon ngud1 b1 dm sat; chinh xac 1a han da lam viéc chung vo1 gd d6. Mot nhan vién gio1, nhung
hang nghin dola dé dang danh doi bat cur tinh ban nao ma han co.

Trent ndi, “Anh mubn chinh quyén ning dong hon sao? Muc tiéu ké tiép trong danh sach?”

Seagraves ném diéu thube Xuéng dat va liéc mat nhin ddi tac, “Anh s& biét khi anh théy no,
Albert a.” Hin cam thdy mét moi vi tén dbi tac cdp thdp ndy 1am roi. Piéu nay phan ndo cho thiy rd
rang rang v&i Trent thi tén ndy dang va s& ludn ludn 1a cap dudi cua hin. Néu moi chuyén c6 tré nén
nguy hiém va can nha bang nhitng 14 bai nay c6 d6 sup thi Trent van 1 nguoi dau tién han mubn giét vi
mot 1€ don gian: méy con chudt dé dang b1 bop nat dudi ap luc.

Hin roi bo tén doi tic cung bién ché co quan va di vé phia xe dang dau & khu vuc cam, han vay
tay vo1 mot nguoi linh nhan dién dugc han qua hinh dang.

“Gilr xe t01 can than chr?” Seagraves ndi vo1 mot nu cuodi toe toet.

“QGi1lr xe cua Ong va cua tat cd mo1 nguwo1,” nguwol gac cong ndi, miéng con nhai cay tam xia rang,
“Céc ong dang gitr cho dat nu¢c an toan a?”

“Lam hét strc minh thoi.” That ra ké tiép Seagraves s& dua cho Trent nhiing yéu t6 chii chdt
trong ké hoach theo ddi chién thuat hoan toan mdi ctia NSA - Cuc An ninh Qudc gia. Cac phuong tién
truyén thong ctr cho rang NSA dang lam chuyén gi d6 ngoai vong phéap luat. Ho chang biét mot nira cau
chuyén, ma miy thang can thi ngdi & dién Capitol ciing chang biét gi dau. Nhung vai dira gidu co
nhung khong wa nudc My séng cach diy bay nghin dim va it nhat 12 tdm thé ky sin sang tra tién dé biét
vé ké hoach nay. Va tién, 6i, tién dem lai mot ngay moéi, vay yeéu nudc dé lam gi? Trong dau
Seagraves, cai ma bon yéu nudc nhan duoc la 14 co t6 quéc xép lam ba cho tit ca nhirng ric rdi ma ho
phai trai qua. Nhung ma van dé 16n nhét lai chinh 13 viéc ngudi ta phai chét roi thi méi nhan dugce co.

Seagraves lai xe vé lai vin phong, hoe‘ln thanh ndt thém mot chit viéc réi méi vé nha, bao gdm
mot trang trai nudi gia stic dd ba muoi 1dm tudi, san cta phong nay O nira chung phong ben canh, Vo1
ba phong ngu, hai phong tam, trén mot phan dat thach thirc hé théng tu:o’1 tiéu - han pha1 tén gan nira
luong dé vay thé chap va dong thué tai san. Han tap bai tap thé luc ngan nhung ning né rdi mo cira ti
quan 40 nho dudi ting ham ma han luén khoa ki va co hé thong bao dong.

O trong do, trén trong va cac ké 1a nhitng ky vat con sot lai tir thué ban dau 1am viéc. Trong d6
la mot cai bao tay vién bang 16ng mau nau dung trong hop kinh, mot cai cic ao khoac dé trong cai hop
nho, mot bo mit kinh trong hop nhwa, mot chiéc gidy mic trén tudng, mot dong hd deo tay, hai chiée



vong cua nir, mot quyén s6 nho tréng tron co ba chir cai A, F, W léng vao nhau, mot cai khin doi dau
dé trén ké va mot ban kinh Koran son ¢, mt cai mil 16ng tha va cai yém dai tré con. Cai yém dai lam
han thay an nan. Nhung khi ai d6 giét cha me ctia mot dira tré thi chinh n6 ciing phéi hy sinh theo. Mot
qua bom n xe hoi, suy cho cung, khong thé phan biét dugc nd s& hity diét ai. Mdi vat dugc danh so tir
mot dén nim muoi va mdi vat déu gin lién v4i mdt cdu chuyén ma chi ¢ han va vai ngudi khac & CIA
mai biét.

Seagraves d3 tirng dau kho day vo va trai qua nhitng hiém nguy dé suu tim nhu:ng moén 46 nay
cho cai ma hin goi 14 bo suu tip ctia minh. Du con nguorl cO nhan ra hay khong, thi mo1 nguo1 trong s6
ho déu suu tip mot thir gi d6. Nhiéu ngudi di chuyén dén dau kia cta quang phd, suu tip tem, dong xu
va sach. Lai c6 nhitng nguoi thich tich lity chién tich tinh yéu va tinh duc. Roi ¢6 nhitng nguoi 1dy lam
hai long v61 viée gbp nhat nhitng linh hén bi lac. Nguoc lai, Roger Seagraves suu tap nhirng vat dung
ca nhan cua nhﬁng ngudi ma hin giét hay noi chinh xac hon 1a 4m sat vi han [am Viéc nay dudi vo boc
phuc vu cho qudc gia. PSi v6i nan nhin thi diéu d6 ciing chiang c6 khic nhau miy; du sao thi ho cling
chét roi.

Téi nay hin dén dé dat thém hai vat nita vao phong suu tip, ciy viét cia Robert Bradley va cai
thé danh du sach bang da cua Jonathan DeHaven. Hai vat nay dugc dat trang trong trong mot chlec
hop trén ké. Hén lai danh s 1én hai mon d6 mdi bo sung, vy 1a sap dat dén con s6 sdu muoi roi.
Nhiéu nim trude hin khao khat dén con s6 mot tram, va da hung huc bat dau boi 18 ngay d6 dat nudc
ctia hin can rat nhiéu ngudi trén dudi phai chét. Trong nhirng ndm cudi cing cta su nghiép nhip do
giét choc ctr giam dang ké; mot chinh quyén nhu nhuoc va bd may CIA yéu hon di giy ra diéu do. Vi
thé han bat dau tip trung vao chat luong thay vi s luong.

Bét ctr mOt con ngudi tinh tao ndo duoc ké vé lich st nhitng vt nay co6 thé danh gia Seagraves
1a ké tAm thin man ro chuyén suwu tim vat dung c4 nhin ctia nhirng ngudi han giét. Han biét rang ho
nghi sai r0i. Thdt ra dé chinh la cdch tén trong mot con nguoi ma nguoi ta da tuwoc doat mon do
quy gid nhat ciia ho - cudc so"ng. Néu ¢6 ai giét dugc hin, hin tin tudng rﬁng nguo1 do 1a mot ke thu
xung dang cho hén cai vinh du y nhu thé. Han khoa bod suu tap can than va lén tﬁng trét dé vach ké
hoach cho buédc di ké tiép. Han can phai 1dy mot thi, va khi DeHaven chét va di duoc chon thi gio 1a
luc lay lai thur do.

Annabelle Conroy ngdi trong chiéc xe thué & goc duong Good Fellow. ba nhiéu nim réi ké tir
nhirng ngay c¢6 o day thé nhung canh vt chang thay d6i may. Van €0 thé ngiri thiy mui réu moc clia
mui tién cii du chung da quyén vao mui huwong quyén rii cia d6 tién t& moi. Annabelle, tat nhlen la,
khong ¢6 ca tién mdi 14n tién cii, mot su that ma Elizabeth - me cua Jonathan DeHaven - da vo lay dé
vién cd. Khong co tién va khong duoc nudi ning dang hoang 1 diéu ma c6 18 ba 1ai nhai véi con trai
minh cho dén khi cAu ndi d6 an sau va anh hudng vao b nio, cudi ciing bo ndo ay cho phép me ong



day 6ng dén quyét dinh bo co ta. Annabelle khong phan khang quyét dinh cta 6ng bai co nghia 1y gi co
chu?

Annabelle van khong thé ndo c6 nhitng ¥ nghi bat min voi ngudi chdng cii ctia minh. Ong ta 1a
mot dura tré trong than xac mot nguoi dan Ong, uyén bac, tir té, rong rai va dat dao tinh cam. Nhung
ong ta lai thiéu nghi luc va strc manh, chi biét trdn chay chir khong dam ddi dau nhirng ké an hiép minh
gidng nhu mot dira tré biét noi sanh soi va deo kinh. Ong ta khong c6 gi hop voi ngudi me miéng ludi
doc ac quyén han tuyét ddi cta minh, nhung co méy dtra con trai day? Sau khi cudc hon nhan tan vo,
ong ta da viét cho Annabelle nhing 14 thu ddy yéu thwong va cam dong, giri cho ¢6 a hang déng qua,
ndi voi co rang ong ludn ludn nghi vé cb 4. Va ¢d a chua bao gior nghi ngd sy that ay ca. Di tra khong
phai 1a dutc tinh ctia 6ng; d6 qua 1a khai niém kha la 1dm v&i ¢6 &. Sy trdi ngugc gitra hai tinh cach lai
cudn hat nhau dén ky la.

Ma ong chua tirng mét 1an nin ni co a quay tr¢ lai vo1 minh. So v61 nhitng ngu:m dan ong co a
tirng quen biét trong cudc doi minh thi tat ca bon ho déu thich ¢ cai mit trai cua céi tdt, con 6ng thi
nhu ludng anh sang tinh khiét vo hai. Ong nam lay ban tay c6 a va nhanh chong m¢ cac canh cua cho

‘quy ¢6 nuwong’. Ong ndi cho cd a nghe vé nhitng van dé quan trong trong thé gidi clia ngudi binh
thuong, mot noi qua xa la véi ¢6 a nhu thé mot vi sao xa thit xa. Nhung Jonathan da lam cho n6 bét xa
la trong nhitng thang ngay ngin ngtii ho & bén nhau.

Annabelle phéi thira nhan rang minh da thay d6i khi ¢ bén canh 6ng. Jonathan DeHaven, du 6ng
luén nép minh viing chai bén v¢ du’c‘mg bao thu cua cudc séng, da tién vé phia co ta tirng chut tirng
chut mdt, c6 1€ 1a tan hudng cudc song theo cai cach tru’O’c day ong chua bao g10 c6 thé tudng tuong
duoc. Ong 13 ngudi dan ong tot. Va co ta rat 1y lam tiéc khi nguoi dan ong Ay mat di.

Co 4 gian dir lau giot nuéc mit d& dang chay dai xudng go ma. Cai cam xtic nhu thé nay rat bat
thuong va co a khong mudn chio don. C6 4 khong con co thé khoc duoc nita vi chang c6 ai di gan giii
dé chay nudc mat x6t thuong khi nguoi Ay chét. Ngay ca voi cai chét ctia me ¢ 4. Ping 1a ¢6 a bao
thit cho Tammy Conroy, nhung ban than ¢6 & ciing tu kiém tién cho chinh minh trong phi vu d6. C6 18
ndo cb & chi tra thi ma khong kiém tién hay chi gat tién chir khong can tra thu khﬁng‘? Annabelle khong
the noi chic chin dugce. Chuyén rach roi dy co quan trong khong‘? Co6 a c6 gan muoi bay tricu [y do
nam trong mot tai khoan ngan hang nudc ngoai nodi rang chuyén ay khong quan trong day.

Cb & quan sat chiéc Nova mau x4m ram ram chay dén khic cua trudc nha DeHaven. Bon nguoi
dan ong budc xudng - bdn tay ky quic & nghia trang ndi rang cai chét ctia Jonathan chua cé két luan
chinh thirc. C6 a d noi 101 tir biét voi Jonathan & noi ndy va gio sé budc vao nha 1an du tién ma
khong c6 doi mét byc minh ciia ba 1d0 DeHaven ddi theo mdi cai danh mong cta cd con dau nita. Va
rdi ¢o 4 s& nhay 1én may bay bién khoi ddy. Annabelle khéng mubn & cing mot chau luc véi Jerry
Bagger khi han phat hién bén muoi triéu d6la phun trao trén pham vi rong hon cai nai 1tra gia ctia ga.

Dung nham c¢6 thé phun trao dén tan D.C.

Co6 4 budc ra khoi xe di vé phia can nha va mot cudc do1 rat dep d€ nay da 1a cta co a néu moi
viéc dién ra khac di.



Chuong 30

Ca nhom cung ¢ trong kho sach sau khi Annabelle dugc gidi thiéu ngan gon ting trét cia an nha.

Caleb khong mé két sat phia sau burc tranh. Ong khong c6 v dinh dé ai d6 thiy quyén Thdnh ca.
Sau khi tham quan bd séach, ho 1én tang, noi Annabelle budc qua nhiing can phong trang nha v&i niém
thich thl nhiéu hon céi c6 ta té ra ngoai mat.

“Vay 1a ¢6 tirng ¢ day r6i?” Stone hoi.

Cb ta nhin dng thang thirg, “T6i khong nhd rang t6i 3 n6i minh da & day hay chua.”

“A, c0 biét Jonathan séng ¢ duong Good Fellow nén t6i mdi doan thé.”

“Con ngudi khong nén nhan dinh nhiéu qua, ho s& kham kha hon.” C6 ta tiép tuc nhin ngdm xung
quanh. “Can nha khong thay d61 gi nhiéu,” ¢6 ta ndi, khong tra 161 truc tiép cau hoi. “It ra 6ng ay da
loai bo dugc vai vat bai tri xau xi di. Co 1€ sau cai chét cua me 6ng ay. T61 khong nghi 1a 6ng ay co
thé quang di bat ctr cai gi cho dén khi Elizabeth DeHaven trut hoi thd cudi cung?”

“Co va Jonathan gdp nhau & dau?” Caleb hoi.

Co ta 10 cau hoi nay. “Ong ta co6 thé da dé cap dén tén cua co, nhung t61 khong biét 1a tén gi,”
ong van kién tri chat van va nhan dugc mdt cai nhin canh bao tir Stone.

“Susan Farmer. Chung t6i gip nhau & mién tay.”
“Hai nguoi lam két hén & d6 ludn a2 Stone nhay vao.

Ong rat an tugng véi cd ta bdi vi ¢6 ta khong hé nao ning trude cau hoi nay, nhung cd ta cling
khong tra 161 Ong.

Stone quyét dinh choi bai ngira. Ong 16i btrc anh trong ti 4o ra, “Chung t6i duoc biét 1a cudc
hon nhan cta Jonathan b hity bo. Vi ¢6 khong thich nguoi khac gia dinh vé minh, nén toi suy ra tir cach
cd dé cap dén ba Elizabeth DeHaven rang ba 130 1a chi muu ctia hanh dong nay. Ong ta van giir buc
anh nay. Ngudi phu nit trong anh rat gibng c6. Theo kinh nghiém ctia t6i thi dan 6ng khong giit anh phy
nit ma khong c6 1y do ndo d6. Toi nghi trudng hop ciia cd rat dic biét.”

Ong dua ¢ ta birc anh. Lan ndy cd ta ¢ phan tng chir khong 10 di nita, khi Annabelle cam lay
btrc anh, ban tay cb ta - ban tay ctng chiac nhu da ngin 4y nim, hoi run ray, doi mat mé to hon mot
chut va ¢6 vé uwon udt. Co ta ndi bang quo, “Jonathan rat dep trai. Cao, toc niu day va d6i mat Ay 1am
ngudi khac cam thay dé chiu la ky.”

“To1 co thé nd1 rang gid ¢6 van duyén dang nhu ngay do dugc khong?” Reuben ndi véi long hao



hi€p va tién dén gan c6 hon.

Annabelle c6 vé nhu khong nghe thiy Reuben néi gi. Co ta lam diéu minh da khong lam tir 1au
lam rd1 - mim cuo1 chan that, “Birc anh nay chup vao ngay cudi. Bo6 1a cudc hon nhan dau tién va cling
la cudi cung cua t61.”

“Hai nguoi két hon & dau?” Caleb hoi.

“Vegas, con ¢ dau duoc nira?” ¢6 ta n6i ma mat khong roi khoi bire anh. “Jonathan dén tham du
hd1 nghi sach. Ching t61 gdp nhau, quen ro1 két hon. Moi thit chi dién ra trong vong mot tuan. Kha 1a
dién r0, to1 biét lam chu. It nhat thi d6 cling 1a y nghi cua me ong ay.” Co ta di ngon tay vao nu cuoi
lanh 1€o cua Jonathan, “Nhung chiung t61 hanh phuc. Trong tho1 gian ngan ngai. Ching to1 & day voi ba
me Ong ay sau khi cudi cho dén khi tim dugc no1 ¢ méi.”

“A, can nha nay kha rong ma,” Caleb noi.

“Budn cuo1i 1a Iac do no lai co vé qua nho hep,” cd ndi giong khan dac.

“C0 cling dén Vegas du hdi nghi sach a?”” Stone hoi mot cach lich su.

C0 ta trd birc hinh lai cho Stone, 6ng cAt vao ti 4o khoAc, “Ong c6 that sy mudn biét cau tra 161
khong?”

“Puoc thdéi. C6 c6 lién lac v6i Jonathan trong khoang thoi gian Ay khong?”
“Tai sao toi phai noi cho ong biét rang c6 hay khong?”

“Néu khong c6 1y do gi dé co phai noi,” Reuben nhay vao, trach moc Stone, “Thuc su thi cau
hoi ay hoti riéng tu ro1 do.”

Stone hién nhién khong 1ay 1am kho chiu vai 101 phé binh clia ong ban dai gai, “Chiing t6i dang
lam moi1 cach dé biét chuyén gi xay ra vé1 DeHaven, nén ching can thu thip cang nhi€u thong tin cang
tot.”

“Tim ngirg dap va ong ta chét. Thé thi co gi bat thuong?”

Milton giai thich, “Nhan vién giam dinh phap y rd rang khong thé xac dinh duoc nguyén nhan cai
chét. Va Jonathan vira méi1 di kiém tra tim toan dién ¢ cho bac si John Hopskin. Ong ta rd rang khong
thé nao bi dau tim dugc.”

“Vay cac Ong nghi ai da giét ong 4y? Ai c6 van dé voi Jonathan dugce day? Ong Ay chi 13 ngudi
quan thu th6i ma.”

“Quan thu khong thé c6 ké thu sao?” Caleb phan d6i. “That su 1a t6i dd tirng gip nhirng ngudi
dong nghiép dé tr& nén xau bung sau khi udng vai ly rugu.”

Cb ta nhin 6ng ngod vuc, “U, t0i doan thé. Nhung khong ai giét ngudi nio d6 vi nguoi dé qua
han ma chua tra sach ca.”



“Pe to1 cho c6 xem thir nay,” Stone noi. “Trén gac ay.”
Khi ho dén no1, Stone nodi, “Cai kinh vién vong d6 chia thang xudng ctra s6 nha hang xém.”
Reuben ndi thém, “U’, nd ngam thang vao giwdng ngil cua ngudi cha...”

Stone cit ngang, “Toi s& giai thich, Reuben &, néu anh khong phién.” Ong nhuéng may nhin
Annabelle.

Reuben noi, “O, dugc thdi. C tu nhién di, Oliv. .. y t01 la Frank phai khong? Hay Steve?”

“Cam on anh, Reuben!” Stone nat, “Nhu t6i da ndi cai kinh vién vong chia théng vao nha bén
canh. Nguo1 chu 1a giam doc cong ty K¥ thuat Paradigm, mot trong nhitng nha thau vii khi phong thu
16n nhat trong nude. Tén ga ay 1la Cornelius Behan.”

“@Ga thich dugce goi 1a CB,” Caleb noi.
“Pugc rdi,” Annabelle ndi cham rai.

Stone nhin qua kinh, quet tdm nhin doc theo chiéu dai nha cua Behan ndm vat ngang bai co ctia
nha DeHaven. “Toi nghi thé,” ong ra hiéu cho Annabelle thé chd. C6 ta tap trung vao cai diém ma 6ng
da nhin qua kinh.

“La mdt van phong hay phong nghién ctru,” c6 ta noi.

“Pung r6i.”

“Ong nghi Jonathan dang theo d&i g nay ching?”

“C6 18. Hodc ong ta tinh c& thiy diéu gi d6 c6 thé dan dén cai chét ctia minh.”
“Vay tén Cornelius Behan nay giét Jonathan ha?”

“Chuing t61 khong c6 ching ctr. Nhung nhirng chuyén ky la ctr xay ra.”
“Chuyén gi?”

Stone ngap nging. Ong khong muén ké cho ¢6 ta nghe vé viéc minh bi bat coc. “Nhu thé nay
nh¢, c6 qua nhi€u cau hoi du dé ta phai tim hiéu sau hon. T61 nghi Jonathan dang dugc quan tam nhu
thé.”

Annabelle xem xét guong mit 6ng mot 14t roi lai nhin vao kinh vién vong, “Noi t0i nghe vé gi
CB nay di.”

Stone phac hoa chin dung cua Behan va cong ty ctia gi. Ké tiép ong dé cap dén vu am sat Chu
tich Ha vién Bob Bradley.

Annabelle c6 vé hoai nghi, “Ong khong ngh1 vu d6 c6 lién quan dén Jonathan dtng khong? Toi
nghi bon khing bd di nhan trach nhiém rdi ma.’



Stone ké cho c6 nang nghe vé hop dong quin sy ma Behan vira méi trang thau ¢ thoi Chu tich
Ha vién trude do, “Nguoi tién nhiém clia Bradley da bi két an, vi thé ong ta chéng cOn nim trong tai
ctia Behan nita. Roi Bradley xuét hién voi phuong cham ‘sach’, ma Behan thi khong mubn chuyén hoi
16 bi diéu tra. Vi thé Bradley phai chét.”

“Va 6ng nghi 13 Jonathan tinh co biét dugc bi mat vu viée, va ho phai giét ong Ay dé bit miéng
chang?” ¢ ta van gitr giong di€éu nhu minh khong cam thay thuyét phuc cho lam.

“Cai ching ta c6 1a hai cai chét cua hai vién chirc chinh phii ma Cornelius Behan 13 mau so
chung va la hang x6m cua mot trong hai nguo1 chét.”

Caleb néi thém, “Behan ciing c6 mit & budi 18 tang hom nay.”
Annabelle hoi git, “Ngudi nio?”
“Ga nho thé dau do.”

Annabelle két thuc cau no1 gium Ong, “Ngudi nghi minh cao sang 1am va c6 ¢6 vg cao, toc vang
kinh tém chir gi.”

Stone bi 4n trgng véi 6¢ quan sat cta ¢b ta, “Co nhin nhan ngudi khac nhanh qua.”
“T6i chua bao gio xem d6 1a loi thé. Vay bude di ké tiép ctia ching ta 1a gi?”
Stone giat minh, “Budc di ké tiép cta chiing ta u?”

“Vang, mot khi ong cho t61 thay rd rang ong van con gitr lai vai thong tin khac, c6 thé chung ta sé
cO sy tién trién trong vu nay.”

“Co Farmer,” Stone 16n tiéng.

“Goi t6i 1a Susan duoc rdi.”

“To1 tudng co s€ khong & day dugc lau co ma.”

“Ké hoach thay d6i.”

“T6i c6 thé hoi tai sao khong?”

“Ong c6 thé hoi. Sang mai ching ta gip nhau duoc khong?”
“T4t nhién r6i,” Reuben ndi, “Néu c6 can mot chd qua dém...”
“T6i khong can.”

“Chung ta gdp nhau ¢ nha t6i nhé,” Stone dé nghi.

“O dau vay?”



“O nghia trang,” Milton sot sang.
Annabelle tham chi khong them nhuéng chan may.

Stone viét dia chi va hudng dan duong di ra gidy. Khi co ta dén lay, co ta ngd gitii giui vao
nguo1 Ong, may 1a ndm dugc 4o khoac cua ong nén khong te.

“Xin 16i,” ¢6 ta ndi khi ban tay minh chyp bitc anh trong tai 40 6ng. Mot gidy sau cd ta 18i nd ra.
Va chuyén gi d6 chua tirng xay ra véi co ta trude day, nhung gio no lai xay ra. Ban tay Stone da nam
chit co tay co ta.

Ong ha giong dé vira du co nghe, “Co chi can hoi xin tim hinh thoi, khong can phai lam thé.”
Ong tha tay ra, c¢0 ta nhe nhang dut blrc anh vao tii 4o minh, nhin by dang cua Stone v&1 vé mat sung
sot. Co ta lay lai binh tinh va chao moi nguo1, “Hen gap lai ngay mai.”

Reuben nam tay cO6 ta, nhe nhang dat nu hon ki¢u Phap cua mdt quy ong 1én no, “Td1 mudn cod
bi€t su vinh du cua té1 khi dugc quen biét voi co, Susan.”

Cb ta cudi mia, “Cam on ong, Reuben. O, ti c6 thé thiy phong ngi ciia Behan tir trén ddy. Ga ta
dang Ién girong vé1 mot co gai tre trung. Co 1€ 6ng mudn xem thir.”

Reuben quay lai lién, “Oliver, anh di khong néi cho toi biét gi ca.”

Annabelle nhin théy Stone dang ndi cau, “Khong sao dau, Oliver, that ra Susan ciling dau phai 1a
tén that cua t6i. SOc qua ha?”

Mot phiit sau ho nghe tiéng ctra truéc md ra roi dong lai. Reuben nhanh nhau nhin vao kinh vién
vong, nhung ro1 rén ri, “Khi that, chac hai nguo1 do lam xong r61.” Ong quay sang nhin Oliver va noi
mot cach kinh né€, “Chua o1, mot nguoi phu nit day.”

Vang, Stone nghi, mit nguo1 phu nit that sy.

Annabelle budc vao xe, khoi dong may va 16i birc anh ra, tay xoa xoa céi cd tay noi Oliver da
nam that chit ban ndy. Oliver that sy da bat duoc o ta moc thi ong. Tur nho, cha me co ta da hudn
luyén ¢ ta di ltra dao moéc tai du khach ¢ cai ving Los Angeles nay, va chua bao gior ¢o ta bi bt tai
tran ca. Ngay mai s& 1a ngay tha vi 1am day.

ROi ¢6 ta hudng su chil ¥ dén tdm hinh, that ky la lam sao khi mot tim hinh nhé bé nhu vay lai
khot ggi 1€n that nhiéu ky niém. Chi c6 ndm do, 1a ndm duy nhat trong cudc do1 c6 ta dugc song mot
cudc do1 goi la binh thuong. Co thé do61 vai nguot khac, nhitng di€u nhu vay that té nhat va nham chan,



nhung co ta thi khac, c6 ta xem nhitng diéu d6 that tuyét voi. Co ta gap nguoi minh yéu, voi nhitng 1y
do chang gidu diém, khong c6 ké hoach sdu xa, ching phai 14 mot muru mé toan tinh loc lira ndo ca.
Pon gian 12 ong ta yéu c6 ta ma thoi. Chuyén tinh nha hoc gia va c6 nang lira dao. Tat ca moi ngudi
déu phan ddi ho quen nhau, va c¢o ta thira biét réng, chi c6 ké kho md1 di chéng lai sb dong kia ma
thoi.

Vay ma, nha hoc gia lich 1dm 4y lai c6 thé chiém 14y trai tim c6 ta, trai tim dd chai san va day
vét xude. Khi ho vira bat dau quen nhau, Jonathan, tén nguo1 dan ong éy, da hoi1 co ta liéu réng cota
d3 ting suu tim bét ctr thir gi chua. Annabelle tra 101 “Khong”, diéu d6 chic chin 1a khong noi that,
co ta ty nhi.. Co 18 ¢6 ta ciing d3 tirng suru tim cai gi d6, nhu nhitng co hoi thit bai chang han.

Co6 ta liéc nhin cin nha to 16n cii ky. Néu moi chuyén di theo ké hoach, 4t hin réng cO ta va
Jonathan da cung chung song ¢ do, vé1 mot 11 con. Biét dau duoc, c6 thé 1am chir. Nhung dau sao thi
cling 1a mot chuyén tot khi két cuc khong dién ra nhu vay, vi co ta s€ la ba me t¢ nhat trén doi.

Roi ¢6 ta nghi dén van dé hién tai. Jerry Bagger s& xuat hién trong hai ngay ti, cach tot nhat 1a
roi khoi dat nude ndy, cho du ¢ ta da 1én cudc hen véi dam dan 6ng vao ngdy mai. Annabelle quyét
dinh trong tich tic. CO ta sé & lai va giai quyét moi1 chuyén. Co ta da méc no Jonathan, va cé chinh ban
than minh, boi vi, thoi diém nay 1a lac ot nhat dé dit ddu chdm hét cho bo suu tap nhitng co hoi that
bai cua co ta.
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Annabelle va Ho1 Camel tu tap tai ngdi nha cua Stone vao luc 7 gio sang hom sau.

“Chd niy c6 vé am cung day nhi,” ¢6 ta vira noi vira dao mét nhin khong gian nho xung quanh.
“Va 6ng c6 hang xom hoi kin tiéng ddy,” c6 ta hat ham vé hudng nhitng ngdi md ngoai cira so.

“Co d6i khi t6i thich 1am ban v&i nguoi chét hon 13 ngudi séng day,” Stone tra 151 coc 16c.

“T6i hiéu ma,” Annabelle vui vé tan thanh, rdi ngdi xudng ngay phia trudc bé 10 sudi trong trai.
“Chuang ta bat dau thoi, cac ong.”

Reuben ngoi1 sat bén ¢6 ta, nhin hao hirc ctir nhu chi ché nho dang doi vai cai vudt ve. Caleb,
Milton va Stone ngoi doi dién.

“Day la ké hoach ctia t6i,” Stone mé 161, “Milton tim cach diéu tra thong tin vé Bob Bradley
cang nhiéu cang tot, c¢6 khi théng tin hitu dung day. Toi sé dén nha Bradley, chinh xéc hon 1a nhiing gi
con lai ctia can nha d6, va xem c6 tim thém dugc manh moi gi khong. Reuben tirng c6 thoi gian bam
tai LAu Nam Goc, cho nén anh sir dung hét méy mdi 1ién hé & d6, xem ¢6 tim hiéu duoc hop déng quan
su ctia Behan ma cha dng nha Bradley co thé timg dat dugc.”

Annabelle liéc mat nhin Reuben, “Liu Nam Goc 4?2~

Ong ta ¢d tao vé khiém ton, “Ba 1an tham chién & Viét Nam. Nhan du huy chuong danh du dé
trang tri cay Noel day. Nay, day chi 1a phuc vu dat nuéc thoi nhé!”

“T6i nao co biét,” Annabelle tra 151, roi quay sang Stone. “Thé con cai chét ciia Jonathan? Lam
sao chung ta lai c6 y nghi co6 ke da giét ong ay?”

“T6i dit ra gia thuyét vé chuyén ndy, nhung cling dong nghia vi viée chung ta phai quay tro lai
Thu vién Quéc hoi va kiém tra hé théng chita chay tai d6. Chi ¢6 mot van dé 1a chung ta chéng biét hé
théng d6 nim & dau trong toa nha. Caleb chéng tim ra vi mot 1y do nao d6 no lai duoc bao mat, co 1€
dé tranh bi pha hoai, du diéu d6 di xay ra. Toa nha lai rong 16n dén ndi c6 tim tirng phong, chiing ta
cling chang c6 du thoi gian. Ngoai ra, ching ta cling cAn tim ra cdu tric ctia hé thong thong gi6 tai can
phong ma xac Jonathan duoc tim thiy.”

Cb ta thic mac, “Hé théng chira chdy thi ¢ lién quan gi dén chuyén nay?”
“Po chi 1a gia thuyét ciia t6i ma thoi,” Stone tra 101 ngan gon.

“Vay thi kién triic su ctia toa nha chic phai biét vi tri cia hé thong bao chay va hé thong thong
g16 chr?” Annabelle nhan dinh.



“Ho phai biét,” Stone tan thanh, “Du toa nha Jefferson ndy duoc xdy dung vao cudi nhitng nim
1800, nhung nguoi ta tién hanh tu stra toan dién cach ddy mot nam ma thoi. Nguoi kién truc su cua
Toa nha Quoc hdi ¢6 ban vé nhung ching ta chang ¢6 cach nao tiép can duoc ca.”

“Ho c6 thué mot cong ty kién tric tu nhan nao d6 dé tién hanh viéc stra chira khong?”’ co hoi.

Caleb bung tay ca1 tach, “A, co, mot cong ty nao do ngay thu do. Gio t61 méi nhd, béi vi chinh
pht ¢6 khuyén khich nén kinh té dja phuong ciing nhu cing ¢6 mdi quan hé nha nuée - tu nhin nhiéu
hon.”

“Vay la tim dugc dap an,” Annabelle ung ho.

“To1 thi khong biét ro 1am,” Stone 1€n tiéng. “Ching ta cling chang tim ra cach nao dé tién dén
gan may ban vé do ca.”

Cb ta nhin Caleb, “Ong c6 thé gitip t6i tim ra tén cong ty d6 khong?”
“Chac duoge.”

“Van dé duy nhat 12 liéu ho ¢ cho ching ta chyp hinh ban vé& khong d. Diéu d6 s& kho, chua ké
vigc copy ban vé cang kho hon Co ta 1am bam, trong khi H6i Camel nhin ¢ ta voi 4nh mat dy hoai
nghi. Cudi cung, co ta 1én tleng tran an, “Toi s¢ tim cach 1én vao cong ty kién tric do, nhung ching ta
can ¢ ban copy cua ban v& néu ching ta muén tim ra vi tri phong chita chay va hé thong thong gio
trong toa nha.”

Milton m& 101, “T6i nghi minh c6 thé ghi nhé dugc hinh anh day. Néu t6i nhin ban ké hoach mot
lan, chung s€ nam trong dau toi thoi.”

Cb ta nhin 6ng ta ngd vuc, “Toi nghe nhidu ngudi ndi diéu nay réi, nhung thuong su thit ching
nhu vay.”

“To1 ¢c6 theé cam doan véi co rang, diu nay hoan toan la sy that véi t61,” Milton trd 161 vol vé
khong hai long.

Co ta dén ke sach, vuon tay lay mot quyén sach ra khoi gia, va m¢ dén nhirng trang gitra, ro1
dua cho Milton xem, “Nay, 6ng xem di nhé!” Ong ta nhin vao sach, gat dau. Annabelle quay quyén
sach veé phia minh, ro1 bao, “Pugc rdi, ngai copy, xin mo1 ngai bat dau lam viéc nao.”

Milton bit diu doc sach theo tri nhé ctia minh, doc ca ddu chAm phéy, ma khong hé pham mot
161 nho nao.

Lan d4u tién trong moi quen biét cia minh, Annabelle nhin ¢é vé ngudng mo. “Ong c6 dén Las
Vegas bao gio chua?” ¢6 ta hoi. Ong ta lac dau, “Vay ong nén thur di.”

“Bd khong phai danh bai la pham luat sao?” Stone hoi, nhanh chong suy luan ra nhirng gi c6
dang ngap nghé.



Co ta tra 101, “Khong, mién 1a ong khong dung may moc hay vi tinh hd trg.”
“Tuyét that,” Milton thot 1én, “Vay 14 t6i c6 cach kiém tién roi.”

Annabelle cat ngang, “Nhung trude khi ong bat dau nuol hy vong, 6ng hiy nhé rang, néu ong sur
dung tri 6c ctia minh, diéu d6 khong pham luat, nhung néu ho bat qua tang, 6ng s& bi danh bam dap
day.”

“Vay &, vay thi thoi,” Milton t6 vé hoang hét.

Co ta quay sang Stone, “Thé ong nghi tai sao Jonathan bi sat hai vay? Dung tra 101 kiéu nude
do1 ntra nhé.”

Stone quan sat ¢ ta mot Itc roi quyét dinh no1, “Caleb phat hién ra thi thé ctia Jonathan. Ong ta
ngat xiu ngay sau d6. O bénh vién, y ta bao 6ng ta khoe hon, con nhiét d6 ctia Ong ta ngay cang tang,
chir khong hé giam.”

“Vay y cua ong la sao?”

“Hé thong chita chay tai Thu vién Qudc hoi str dung mot chit goi 1a chat Halon 1301,” Caleb
lén tiéng giai thich. “No6 ¢ dang long khi ndm trong ong, nhung khi ra khoi vo1 n6 tr¢ thanh khi. N6 dap
tat ltra bang cach tiéu hay khi 6xy trong mo1 trueong.”

“Piéu d6 ¢ nghia 1a Jonathan co thé chét ngat a! Troi oi, ¥ ong 14 canh sat da bo qua chi tiét 6
va ching quan tam dén viéc binh gas trong khong u?”” Annabelle tirc gian.

“Chang c6 bang chimg nao cho thay hé théng chita chay c6 lién quan trong vu ndy,” Stone tiép
tuc no1. “Khong c6 co1 bao dong, h¢ thong van trong tur thé san sang, cho du c6 theé n6 bi tam ngung ro1
lai dugce két ndi ngay sau d6. Ngoai ra cling chiang c6 hoi gas gi ca.”

“Trén hét, chat Halon 1301 ciing chang thé giét ndi Jonathan, nhat 13 trong mirc dung dé chira
Itra & thu vién nhu vay,” Caleb thém vao. “Toi1 da ki€ém tra. D6 cling 1a 1y do nguoit ta dung chat nay ¢
no1 dong nguo1.”

“Vay thi chuyén nay s& di dén dau?” Annabelle thic mic. “Cac 6ng dang n6i chuyén co vé lap
10. Nguyén nhan 1a do khi gas ma cling khong phai la khi gas. Vay do 1a gi?”

Stone tiép tuc phan thao luan, “Mdt trong nhirng yéu t6 c6 lién quan 1a viéc ha nhiét do trong
phong. Caleb phét hién thi thé ctia Jonathan, réi cam thiy on lanh va ngat xiu ngay tic thi. T6i tin rang
khi gas da 1am anh ta tré nén nhu vay, do cling 1a 1y do ¢6 y ta bao nhi¢t do cua anh ta tang 1én. To61
cho rang Caleb ngat xiu vi mirc 6xy trong kho sach rat thip, nhung khong du thip dé hai anh ta, vi anh
ta vao phong sau Jonathan ntra tiéng.”

Annabelle néi tiép, “Vay rd rang khong phai do cai chat Halon 1301 nay. VAy con chat khac a?”
“Chinh xac 1a thé. Chung ta phai diéu tra d6 1a chat gi.”

Annabelle dimg day. “Pugc rdi, t6i cin bat tay nghiém chinh vao cic cong viéc chuan bi day.”



Stone dung 1én, ddi dién véi ¢o ta, “Susan, trude khi ¢o thuc sy bét tay vao vigc, co can biét
rang coO vai tay nguy hiém lién quan trong chuyén nay. C4 nhan to1 cling tim ra chirng ctr chirng thuc.
bicu do co thé rat mao hiém day.”

“Oliver, nhu thé nay nhé, néu c6 chuyén gi nguy hiém hon diéu t6i da timg thyc hién trong tuan
trudce, t01 s€ khong lam nira.”

Stone ¢ vé strng st khi nghe tuyén bd trén, 6ng 1ui ra sau.
Annabelle choang vao tay Milton, “Milton oi, dd dén lic ching ta di v&i nhau roi.”
Reuben c6 vé thit vong, “Sao lai 1a Milton nhi?”

“Béi vi 6ng dy 1a cai may copy Xerox nho nhan cua tdi.” Co 4 véo ma cua Milton lam Ong ta do
mit, “Nhung trude tién ching ta can tim b trang phuc thich hop cho 6ng y, hop phong cach.”

“D0 nay co6 van dé a?” Milton thac mac, vira nhin xudng cai 40 am mau do va chi€c quan jeans,
chung van rat sach s€ va phang phiu.

“Chang co van dé gi hét,” co ta tra 1o1. “No6 chi khong giong nhitng gi t61 can ma tho1.” Co ta chi
veé phia Caleb, “Goi cho Milton khi 6ng tim ra tén cua cai cong ty do.” Co ta bung tay, “Di thoi nao,
Miltie.”

Co ta sai budc ra ngoai. Milton v&i khudn mit van con ngo ngac, nhin nhitng ngudi con lai va
rénri, “Miltie u?”

“Milton!” Tiéng Annabelle goi tir bén ngoai, “Pi thoi!”
Milton budc voi ra khoi ctra. Reuben lap tirc bam léy Stone, “Anh tinh dé 4 dan anh ta di 42

“Vay anh c6 dé nghi t6i 1am gi khong ha Reuben?” Stone tra 101 cdc 16¢c. “Nguoi phu nit d6
nhanh nhu 16¢ va dir do1 nhu dong dat vay.”

“T6i khong hiéu 1am, t6i nghi.. anh c6 thé... Ong ta ngdi phich xudng ghé va than tha, “Khdn
ki€p, sao to1 lai khong c6 tri nhd thién tai nhi?”

“On Chiia, anh khong phai dang d6,” Caleb thét 18n, giong day vé kinh tom.
“Sao anh lai n6i thé?” Reuben gay git.

“Bd1 vi ¢6 a co the goi anh 1a Ruby, t61 ma nghe thé chi muén buén no6n ma thoi.”
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Sau do, tai thu vién, Caleb gui thu dién tir cho phong van thu. Mot gio sau, 6ng ta timra tén cua
cong ty kién tric tw nhan da giap phuc hoi toa nha Jefferson. Ong ta goi cho Milton thong bao vé thong
tin do.

“Thé con chuyén nguoi1 phu nit 2y dén dau r61?” Ong thi tham.

Milton ciling thi tham lai, “Co6 4 mua cho t61 mot bd canh den tuyén, cung voi chiéc ca vat cuc
choi, ¢6 & con bat to1 lam dau toc lai nita day, ding la tro 16 bich hét c5.”

“Thé c6 bao cho anh biét tai sao lai 1am vay khong?”

“Van chua.” Ong ta im ldng roi tiép, “Nay anh ban Caleb, c6 a4 lam toi s¢ déy. Cotaquaulaty
tin.” Milton thuong khong biét cach thé hién, nhung c6 1€ day 1a diéu chan that nhat ma anh ta tirng noi.

“Rang thoi, chu em, Miltie,” Caleb gac may, kem theo tiéng khtic khich.

Ké dén 6ng ta goi cira hang Vincent Pearl, cho du thira biét 1a chi nghe tiéng may dién thoai tur
dong, vi ctra hang ban sach doc nay to1 tan chiéu t6i m&i mé cura. S6 12 ong ta chéng mubn nodi chuyén
vG1 Ong chu tieém b1 vi Ong ta van chua quyét dinh s€ ban bd suu tap sach cua Jonathan nhu thé nao
c4, trén hét 12 6ng ta ching biét nén tinh quyén Thanh ca cia Kinh Cuu wée kiéu gi. Bao dam sy xuat
hién cua nd s€ 1am thi truong sach hiém x6n xao, va hién nhién ong s¢ nam gitra tam diém cta sy hdn
loan ay, ¥ nghi nay vira khién ong e ngai lai vira phan khich. Dau sao thi 1am nguoi hing cta anh hao
quang cling hay, ddc biét 1a nguo1 nhu 6ng, 1Gc nao cling chi chui riic vao x6 thu vién té nhat.

Ly do duy nhat khién ong ngin ngai 13 ¥ nghi 1 nhu Jonathan d bang cach nio d6 chiém doat
quyén Thdnh ca nay bat hgp phap thi sao? Do ciing 1a 1y do 6ng ta gitr bi mat vé no, va chac rang
Caleb chang do1 nao mudn béu xau ban minh.

Caleb thoi khong nghi ngoi nita, ong tién lai chd ba Jewell English, ciing giéng nhur 6ng cu
Norman Janklow, nguoi yéu thich cac tac pham cua Hemingway, ho 1a doc gid thuong xuyén va trung
thanh trong sudt may nam qua.

Khi thdy ong dén, Jewell g& mit kinh va cat nhitng mu gidy v&i dong chir nin ndt vao trong mot
bia hd so. Ba ta ra hiéu cho anh ngdi canh, rdi nim cénh tay ong, hao hing, “Anh Caleb &, toi di tim
ra duoc mot quyén kha hay cua nha in Beadles, quyén Maleska - nguoi vo An Dé cua the san da
trang. Quyén d6 cuc hay anh a.”

“T6i nghi ¢ ddy c6 mdt ban ddy.” Ong suy tr, “Nhung ba phai chic 12 quyén d6 méi toanh day
nhé. Sach cua Beadles xuat ban khong dugc chuyén nghiép lam.”



Jewell v0 tay, “Vay u, nhung anh Caleb nay, van hay d6 chr? Quyén d6 hay sé mot day.”
“U, rat hay. Toi c6 thé 14y cho ba néu ba can.”

“Anh that 1a dang mén. To1 phai mo1 anh 1ic nao d6 udng nudce, va cung tro chuyén. Ching ta co
nhiéu diém giong nhau 1am.” Ba ta v0 vO tay ong va nhuéng d61 16ng may dugce ve€ chi can than, to y
sau xa.

Cén than, Caleb voi 1én tiéng, “Ciing dugc déy. Chéc 14 luc nao do, ranh rdi, trong tuong lai, co
1€ vay.” Ong co khong quay voi lai ban lam viéc. Du b1 mot ba gia gﬁn bay muoi bon cot, Ong cling
chang to vé gi 1a bi xtic pham ca, thay vi thé, ong trd lai ban tinh vui vé ctia minh lac dau va quan sat
cin phong. Moi thir yén ang, v&i nhitng ngudi say mé doc sach nhu Jewell va Norman Janklow cim
cui bén gia sach cii, va thé gidi trong hoan canh d6 ciing trd nén lanh manh va tich cuc hon thyc tai.
Caleb thich ao tuong do, cho du chi 1a vai gio trong ngay, thoi thi tro lai mot chut binh yén voi chi
gidy biit va nghién muec.

Hai muoi phit sau, trong khi ng dang ngdi cam cii tai ban 1am viéc thi cira phong doc sach bat
md. Ong ngang dau 1én, ling ngudi vai gidy. Cornelius Behan dang rao budc dén ban tra ctru thi thiy
Caleb. Ga noi gi d6 véi ngudi phu nit & ban trong goc, ¢o ta chi vé hudng Caleb. Ong dimng day khi
thay gd budc toi, 6ng chia tay ra. G khong mang theo miy tén vé s§. C6 1& nhan vién bao vé khong
cho mang sung 6ng vao day.

“Ngai Behan phai khong a?” Ong cét 1oi. Va rdi ong muong tuwgng ra canh Behan khong mic
quan 16t. Ong bat cuoi khe. “Xin 161,” ong chong che, “to1 bi sac.”

“Goi t6i 1a CB duoc roi.” Ho bat tay nhau. Behan nhin quanh phong, “T61 khong biét c6 noi nhu
vay day. Anh phai day manh quang cao thém chur.”

“Chiing ta hoan toan c6 thé nang cao nhan thirc quan chiing,” Caleb tin dong. “Nhung v&i ngudn
kinh phi han hep, that kho timra chi phi.”

“Tin t6i di, toi biét tat tan tt vé& sy thAm hut tién bac cua chinh phu day.”

“Ngai ltic ndo ma khong 1am viéc t6t véi Washington,” Caleb budng 15i nhan xét, va chot thay
minh no1 hd khi thay Behan nhin 6ng ta v&1 d&nh mat nghi ngo.

“Pam tang ciing dugc to chirc kha chu dao ddy,” Behan dot ngdt thay d6i dé tai. “Rét chu ddo.”

“Dung vay. Toi di gdp g0 vai nguoi ban ¢ Hill, nhan tién ghé ngang. To61 la hang x6m cua
Jonathan lau vay chir dau bi€t 6ng ay lam viéc ¢ dau.”

“Tré van con hon khong.”
“Chac Jonathan thich cong viéc cua ong ay ¢ day lam nhi?”
“Chac ro1. Luc nao cling 1a nguoi di lam sdm nhat ca.”

“C6 nhiéu ban, va ai ma chang thich 6ng ay,” vira noi, han vira nhin Caleb do hoi.



“T6i nghi Jonathan quan hé t6t voi tit ca moi ngudi ¢ day.”
“T6i thiy anh cting mdt phu nit dén nha ctia Jonathan toi qua phai khong?”

Caleb tng pho tirc thoi véi su thay d6i dé tai dot ngdt 1an ndy, “Anh phai sang nha néu thay
chung t61 chir.”

“Lic d6 to1 khong ranh lam.”
Chac the roi, Caleb nghi bung.
“Nhung vai nguoi can vé cua toi ¢o trong thay anh, va ho cling quan sat kha 1au. Con c6 gai?”

“Co ay la chuyén gia vé linh vuc sach quy hiém day. T6i nhd c¢6 Ay dén dé xem qua bd suu tip
cua Jonathan dé ti€n hanh mot budi tuyén duong sau nay,” Caleb cam thay tu than phuc vi dé dang nghi
ra lo1 nd1 do1 trong tinh huong nay.

“Vay con nha cta Jonathan thé nao?”

“T6i nghi chac s& dugc rao ban. Toi ciing khong rd 1am.”
“Chac t0i s& mua cin nha d6 va sira sang lai thanh nha khach.”
“Can nha cta ciing 6ng da rat to r6i ma,” Caleb budt miéng.

May thay, Behan chi cuoi 16n, “O, dong ¥ vay, nhung ching i liic ndo ciing déng khach ca. C6
khi anh cling muong tugng ra ho s€ lam gi v&1 can nha do roi chwr, vi chac han anh da xem qua toan bg
can nha.” Ga budng 101.

“Khong dau, t6i chi quanh quan xung quanh may gia sach ma thoi.”

Behan cham chi nhin Caleb mot lﬁc “Vay thi to1 s€ goi dam luat su, roi tao cong an viéc lam
cho ho.” Rdi do du trong giay lat, ga tlep, ‘Nhan ti¢n to1 con ¢ day, anh dan t61 di dao mot vong nhé!
T6i biét anh cling c6 mot kho sach quy hiém & day phai khong?”

“Do goi la phong doc Sach Quy Hiém,” Caleb nay ra mot y bat chot. Cho du diéu d6 trai nguoc
vO1 nd1 quy cua thu vién, nhung mac ke, c6 khi di€u do lai 1a manh méi quan trong kham pha ra nguoi
da giét Jonathan. Ong hoi, “Ong di tham quan v61 t61 chir?”

“Puoc thdi,” gi hip tap tra 10i.

Caleb hudng dan hin di thaim phong doc, va ding lai gin noi Jonathan DeHaven di bi sat hai.
Khong biét 1a do Caleb tudng tugng hay khong, ma c6 vé Behan nhin hoi 1au vao cai voi ong chira
chay tho ra ngoai tuong. Nghi ngo cua ong cang tang khi Behan chi vé hudng do.

“Céi gi vay?”

Caleb giai thich vé hé théng. “Thuc ra ching t6i dy dinh sé& thay khi gas m&i than thién v&i moi



truong hon.”
Sau khi Behan di roi, Caleb goi Stone, ké cho 6ng nghe vé cudc gip mit.

Stone nhan xét, “Cach han do hoi vé ké thu ctia Jonathan ndy no rat dang dé quan tam, trir phi
han mudn gan ghép hanh dong giét ngudi cho ké khac. Ngoai ra, chuyén han hoi anh di xem xét ngoi
nha thé ndo cang ching t6 thém diéu d6. Toi tu hoi lidu hin c6 biét vé thoi to mod toc mach ciia anh
chang hang x6m hay khong?”’

Sau khi gic may, Caleb cAm quyén sach 1ay tir gia sach cta ngudi qué ¢b DeHaven va di mot
quing dudng vong véo xuyén qua nhitng dudng ham cua toa nha Madison dén khu Bao quan sach. Noi
nay dugc chia le‘lm 2 phong 16n, mot danh cho séach, phbng con lai danh cho vo sé nhitng thir khac. Noi
day, 1udn c6 gan mot tram chuyen Vlen bao quan doc strc 1am viéc dé phuc hdi sach quy hiém, va
nhu:ng thir khong han 14 quy hiém tré vé tinh trang tot nhat cta ching. Caleb budc vao phong sach, tién
thang lai chiéc ban noi c6 mot ngudi dan ong gay go, deo mdt chiée tap dé xanh, can thin gié timng
trang sach ctia mdt 4n pham gin nhu xudt hién dau tién tai Prc. Xung quanh ong ta 1 ca ti dung cu du
loai, tr may han, ban xéng dén nhitng dung cu van e vit tha cong hay dao roc giéy.

“Chao dng Monty,” Caleb cét tiéng.

Ong Monty Chambers ngang lén, nhin Caleb sau cap mat kiéng den day ¢cop va dua ban tay deo
ging vudt mai dau hoi bong lu’ong Ong c6 cai cam nho, cao rau nhin nhui, gin nhu khong chut gi an
twong trén khuon mat. Ong ta chiang néi gi ¢4, chi gat dau chao Caleb. Budc vao tudi sau muoi, Monty
dugc xem la mot trong nhitng chuyén gia bao quan sach ky cyu cua thu Vlen Luc nao ong cling dugc
tin tuong giao cho nhirng cong viéc kho khan nhat va ong chang phy niém tin d6. Ngudi ta con don
rang 6ng c6 tai hoa phép cho nhitng quyén sach gin nhur b1 pha huy toan bo tré nén c6 gia tri hon. Ong
duoc ting thudng vi doi ban tay khéo 1éo va ti mi, tinh can cti va sang tao trong cong viéc phuc hoi lai
nhirng quyén sach cii cling nhu kién thirc uyén bac vé ki thudt bao quan va tring tu sach.

“Co viéc lam thém cho 6ng day, Monty a, khi ndo ong ranh nhé,” Caleb gio cao quyén sach,
“Am thanh va Cuong n¢ bi nudc lam hong may manh bia. Quyén nay cua Jonathan DeHaven. Toi
dang dam nhan viéc ban b suu tap sach cua ong ta.”

Monty xem xét cudn tiéu thuyét va cat giong the thé, “Trong bao 1au day?”
“T6i c6 nhiéu thdi gian lam. Chung ta chi mdi ¢ giai doan dau thoi.”

Nhitng chuyén vién day kinh nghiém nhu Monty ltic nao ciing ban ron véi cac cong viée 16n nho
trong cung mot lac. Ho & lai tré va co khi 1am viéc ca cudi tuan lac ho khong bi nguo1 khac lam phién.
Caleb con biét Monty c6 mot khu 1am viéc véi déy du dung cu tai nha ¢ D.C, day cling 1a noi ong ta co
thé nhan thém viéc ngoai vé 1am.

“Tra la1 tinh trang nguyén thiy dugc phai khong?”

Chuin myuc cta nganh bao quan yéu cu réng khi tién hanh phuc hoi sach ci, phai dam bao viéc
“tr¢ lai tinh trang ban dau”. Vao cu6i thé ky muoi chin, dau thé ki hai muo1, nhitng chuyén vién bao
quan sach chi quan tam dén viéc “phuc hoi cho dep” ma thoi. Ti€c thay, di€u nay lai dan dén hau qua



1a sach phyc hdi gan nhu bi bién doi, bia ngoai nguyén thily bi loai bo, trang sach dugc dong giy, boc
da sac s0. Di nhién, sach s€ dep hon nhung tinh lich stir gan nhu b1 huy hoai vi khong thé d61 mad1 thanh
cu.

“Vang, dting vay,” Caleb tra 10i. “Ong nhé ghi lai nhitng cong viéc can lam. Ching t6i s& dong
thanh tai liéu kem theo sach khi ban ching.”

Monty gat dau va quay tr¢ lai voi cong viée luc dau.

Caleb quay tré lai phong doc. Khi trong dudng hiam, 6ng bat cudi kh. “Miltie,” ong thi tham.
“Con mai toc mo1 nira chir.” Do 1a tiéng cuoi hiém hoi 6ng c6 dugc trong mot khoang thot gian dai.
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“Tbi tén 1a Regina Collins,” Annabelle cat giong vui vé giéi thiéu, vira dua danh thiép cho co
nang tai quiy tiép tan. “Tdi cO goi xin mot cude hen vai dng Keller trude do roi.” CO ta va Milton
dang ding trude khu vue tiép tan ctia cong ty kién triic Keller va Mahoney. Cong ty nay toa lac tai khu
phd cao tang sam uat gin Nha Trang. C6 nang tha thudt trong bd vay den tuyén va 1am ndi bat 1én mai
toc nhudm do. Milton ding phia sau, loay hoay hét chinh chinh sira stra ca-vat mau cam lai vudt vubt
chom toc dudi ngra ma cd nang Annabelle da tu tay thiét ké.

Mot phut sau do, mot nguoi dan 6ng cao 1dn, trac ndm muoi, voi mai tdc xam xuat hién, tién dén
gan ho. Ong ta mac mot by 4o ké soc, tay 4o xan 1€n, va that day lung mau xanh. “Co6 Collins phai
khong a?”” ong ta cat tieng hoi. Ho bat tay nhau va c¢6 dua cho 6ng ta danh thi€p ctia minh.

“Rat han hanh duoc biét 6ng, ong Keller. Cam on vi di danh thoi gian quy bau dé gip chung t6i
du ching t61 chi thong bao cho 6ng chua duogc bao lau. Co tro ly cua té1 dang 1€ phai goi cho ong
trudc khi chung t61 ro1 nudc Phap. Chi can bi€t rang, t61 c6 trg 1y méi ro1 day.” Roi ¢6 ta chi vé phia
Milton, “Cong su cua t61, anh Leslie Haynes.”

Milton vira cai chdo vira bat tay ngudi dan 6ng du dng ta chang ¢ chat tir tin nao.

“Xin 6ng thtr 161 vi chung t6i van con chiit mét méi sau ching dudng dai,” Annabelle nhanh nhau
no1 dd cho su vung vé cua ong ta. “Thuong thi chiing t61 bay chuyén chiéu, nhung 1an nay hét cho, cho
nén chiing to1 phai day som dé kip chuyén bay. Qua la mét.”

“Khong sao, t61 hiéu ma. Ching ta cling vao vin phong t6i ndo,” Keller vui vé tra 10i.

Tai van phong ctia Ong ta, moi ngudi ciing ngdi tro chuyén tai mot ban hop nho.

“Tbi biét 6ng 14 ngudi rat ban ron nén toi xin phép duge di thang vao van dé chinh. Nhu nhitng
101 t61 trao do1 véi ong qua dién thoai, t61 hién la gidm doc di€u hanh cua mot tap chi kién tric cho
nganh thuong mai Chau Au.”

Keller liéc nhin tim danh thiép ctia Annabelle, “La Balustrade. Cai tén hay nhi.”

“Cam on ong. Gid1 quang cao ton nhi€u tho1 gian cho nd, con ching t61 thi ton nhi€u tién phat
trién nd. T61 nghi 6ng hiéu diéu do6 hon ai hét.”

Keller cuoi 16n, “Vang, dung vdy. Ban dau ching toi ciing xay dung nhu vay, nhung cudi ciing
lai quy€t dinh 1a 1ay tén minh dat tén cho cong ty.”

“Udc gi ching toi cling c6 lwa chon nhu vay.”

“Nhung c6 khong phai nguo1 Phap phai khong?”



“Cau chuyén bat dau tir khi t6i 1a ¢6 nit sinh trung hoc, nguoi My, dén Paris trong mot chuong
trinh giao luu. T01 yeu Par1s To1 no1 duoc chut it tleng Phap, du dé g01 mon, mot chai rugu vang hao
hang, va giai quyét mot sd tinh hung cap bach.” Roi ¢6 ta noi vai cau tiéng Phap.

Keller boi ro1, “T61 e rang minh khong hiéu c6 dang no1 gi.”

Annabelle 14y quyén s tir chiéc cip da mang theo, “Dé cho budi 18 khanh thanh duoc dién ra tot
dep, chung t61 muon viét mot cau chuyén vé viéc trung tu toa nha Jefferson do chinh cong ty 6ng cung
tru s& Quoc ho1 hop tdc dam nhiém.”

Keller gat gu, “Qua la vinh hanh cho chiing t61.”
“Mot cong trinh vi dai phai khong, tir naim 1984 dén nim 1995?”

“Co qua 1a nghién ctru ki van dé ndy. Do ching t6i dong thoi tring tu lai tda nha Adam phia ddi
dién va lau chii, bao quan nhitng burc tranh trén tudng ctia toa nha Jefferson. Toi theo dudi cong viéc
nay dung muo1 mot nam déy coal”

“V& moi ngudi da hoan thanh xuat sac cong viéc. Nhu nhitng gi t6i duoc biét thi chi mdi khu
vuc doc sach thoi cling tiéu tén thoi gian va cong strc cua cong trinh. Nao 1a nhitng van dé vé cau trac
thiét ké, ning d& cot chéo, toi nghe ndi mai vom ciing 12 mot thir thach 16n, khi vi kéo can dugc tu sira
lai cling kha nhiéu?” DAy 1a nhitng thong tin ma Milton vira tim ra duoc trén mang chi méi sang nay,
vay ma cai cach co ta miéu ta hang tram trang thong tin mot cach ngan gon va sac sao 1am cho ong ta
tham kinh ngac.

“Di nhién chung t0i phai gip nhiéu khé khin, du ¢6 ciing biét d6 1a tda nha duoc xay dung cach
day hang tram nam. Nhung & vao tho1 d6 ma xay dugc toa nha nhu thé cling 1a ca ky cong day.”

“To1 phai thira nhan réng viéc ma vang lai ngon dudc hoc tap trén dinh toa nha vo1 vang la 23.5
carat qua la mot tac pham tuyét dep.”

“To1 khong dam nhan 161 khen d6, nhung t61 cling cong nhan 1a nhin ngon dudc ay sang ruc trén
16p mai vom mau dong cua toa nha.”

“Nhung 6ng xtng dang nhan 10 khen ngoi vi di st dung nhitng cong nghé xdy dung tién tién
nhat dé giup toa nha tré nén khang trang hon.”

“Vang, dung vay. Bay gio thi ching ta c6 thé yén tim rang toa nha s& vitng chii thém vai trim
nam nira. Hon tdm muo1 tri¢u dola do6 vao day, chac chan rang cong viéc trung tu phai co két qua tot
cht.”

“Chuang t61 c6 dugc chup hinh ban thiét ké ctia cong trinh khong a?”

“To1 e 1a khong, vi 1y do an ninh, thua ¢d.”

“To1 hieu dieu do, nhung t61 van mudn hoi y ong li€u chiing t61 ¢6 thé nhin so qua? Khi chiing
to1 viet bao, ching t61 mudn chuyén tai cau chuyén that day du v€ nhitng cong viéc vi dai ma cong ty



ctia Ong d4 bat tay dam nhan. Va khi chiing t6i tin mét xem qua nhitng ban thiét ké dy, cam xuc s& cang
manh 1i¢t hon. Tap chi cua ching t61 sé c6 mat tai tam quoc gia khac nhau, cho du 6ng khong mu6n
cong ty cua minh bi dua 1€n quang cdo qua nhiéu, nhung néu co thi cling khong dén n61 nao phai khong
a?”

Keller nd mdt nu cuoi, “Co vé nhu bai bao nay s€ thuan 191 cho viéc lam an cua chung to1 nhi.
y 14
Chung t61 cling ¢c6 du dinh mé rong kinh doanh ra nudc ngoai day.”

“Vay thi khong con gi tién hon nira,” Annabelle nhanh chong dap 101.
“Vay thi ¢6 c6 y dinh xem qua giai doan thi céng cu thé nao khong?”

“T6i muon xem qua hét, nhung cé thé tap trung vao tang ham va tang hai, t6i nghe noi hai chd do
kh6 khan lam.”

“Tat ca déu 1a thir thach, ¢6 Collins a.”

“Xin goi t6i 12 Regina. Va viéc thiét ké lai hé théng bao chay nita chi?”
“Vang, dang la trong trach kho khan.”

“Tbi tin 1a bai bao cua minh s& that xuat sic diy.”

Keller quay s6 dién thoai va vai phut sau, ho chim chii cing nhau nhin nhitng ban thiét ké.
Milton dung & vi tri thuan loi nhat, van dung hét cong sut cta bd ndo, c¢b gang ghi nhd ting chi tiét
nho trén ban v&. Keller noi chi tiét ting phan, con Annabelle lai nhanh chéng chuyén huéng cau
chuyén sang viéc binh luan vé phong chita chay cua tang him, hé thong bao chiy va mai vom phong
doc sach.

“Vay la cac thiét bi cua hé théng bao chay duogc lép dat tap trung va nam dudi bé mit san?” co
ta dat cau hoi, vura chay doc ngon tro theo phan dang tim hiéu.

“Chinh x4c. Ching t6i thanh cong trong viéc nay nhd vao hé théng cAp khi ma ching toi co.
Nhung hién tai ho dang chuan b1 quy trinh thay d61 chat chira chay.”

“Chat Halon 1301,” Milton chen vao, Annabelle nhin ong ta va mim cud1 cam on. “Sat thu cua
tang Ozone. Cho chiing t61 cling c6 tinh trang twong tu.”

“Pung vay,” Keller dong y.
“Va hé thong ong chita chay nay lai dan dén mai vom quanh khu phong doc séch,” co ta tiép tuc.

“Vang, diéu nay qua 1a gay go vi khong gian & d6 hoi hep. Nhung chung t6i d3 ¢ ging thiét ké
mot sO h¢ thong ong dan chinh ngay trén cac cot chong ké sach.”

“Ma van chiu lue tot duogc phai khong a. Qua that 1a khéo 1€o,” Annabelle buot miéng khen.

Ho tiép tuc tham khao ban thiét ké thém nira gio> dong hd cho dén luc Annabelle cét tiéng thoa
man, “Nay anh Lessie, anh c6 can xem thém gi nira khong?”’



Ong ta lic dau, mim cudi day ¥ nghia, chi tay vao tran day ngu y, “Toi di tham khao xong hét

Annabelle bat cuo1, va Keller nhanh chong cuoi theo.

Co ta chup hinh Keller va cong su cua 6ng ta, Mahoney dé dinh kém theo bai bdo, va hira s& gui
cho ho mot ban bao bieu khi xuat ban. Durng nin tho cac ban nhé.

Khi ho chuan b1 ra vé thi Keller no1 v6i theo, “Néu moi ngudi con cau hoi nao, dung ngan ngai
go1 dién cho ching to1 nhe.”

“Ong qua that 1a da giup chung t6i rat nhidu day a,” Annabelle tra 101 that [ong.

Khi ho leo 1én chiéc Ford ma Annabelle di thué & dau do, Milton thd phao, “Lay Chuaa, moi
vigc cling xong. T61 d6 mo hoi hot, run 1ay bay, ti nira 1a khong md n61 ctra xe day.”

“Ong da 1am rat tot, ong Milton a. Cau budt mi¢ng vé chit Halon hoa ra lai 1am cho Keller théy
thoai mai tro chuyén hon.”

“Vang, cau chuyén co6 vé dé thd hon, du co6 vai lan t61 chi mudn ndén mura.”

“Queén chuyén do di. Chuyén nao ciing c6 gi¢1 han cua nd, nhung qua 1a ong cling kha diéu luyén
vo1 cach xur 1y tinh hudng day chir.”

Milton rang r&, “Co thich cau do a? Ty nhién t61 budt miéng no1 day.”
“Toi tin la ong rat nghé.”
Ong nhin c6 ta, ngudng md, “Con cd thi co vé rat quen v4i nhitng chuyén nhu vay nhi.”

Cb ta nhin ga, “Chi may man thoi.”
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Trong luc Annabelle va Milton gip g& voi dam kién triic su, Stone lai tham thinh noi Bob
Bradley ting 6. C)ng doi chiéc mii mém, mic 4o khoac rong, quﬁn thung, va dét theo con Goff, ché lai
ctia Caleb. Chu ché nay la duoc dit theo tén cta vi giam doc dau tién tai Khoa Sach Quy Hiém. Day
13 manh khoe ong ting st dung hdi con lam viéc cho chinh pha vi chang ai lai nghi ngd mot ngudi
dang dan cho di dao ca. Di nhién, ong ching tai ndo doan ra liéu tén Roger Seagraves cé dung cach
twong tu dé tron thoat sau khi giét Bradley khong nita.

Khi dén noi, ong chi con nhan ra ph?m con lai cua can nha la nhirng cot nha chay den, nam
nghiéng nga, 6ng khoi xam den. Hai cin nha nim bén canh nha Bradley ciing bi hu hai nghiém trong.
Stone nhin xung quanh, khu vuc nay ciing khong 13y gi lam kha gia 1lam. Dau phai ct 13 dai biéu Qudc
hoi 12 lai phat 1én nhu diéu gip gid, thudng thi nhitng ngudi ndy phai ¢ hai noi, mot 1 qué nha, hai 1a
¢ thu pht, va Iac nao gia nha & Washington cling cuc dat. Vai dai biéu, dic biét 1a ngurd1 méi nham
chirc, thuong & chung nha, hay thim chi ngu lai trong vin phong vi 1y do trén. VAy ma cyu chién binh
Bradley chi & mot minh.

Milton da phin ndo cung cdp mdt s thong tin chinh vé ngudi dan ong ndy, Stone ciing tim hiéu
thém vé Ong ta thong qua déng béo chi tai chd tri 4n ctia minh. Ho cung nhau phac hoa ra chian dung
cua Bradley, vé Kansas, noi ong ta dugc sinh ra va 16n 1€n, vé cudc doi chinh tri don thuan cua ong,
v6i dic diém dang chi ¥ nhat 1a phuc vu mudi hai nhiém ky trong Nha Trang va timg vuon 1én ding
dau co quan tinh bao cta Nha Trang gan mudi ndm trude khi gitr chirc Chi tich Ha vién. Stone nhin
biét rang 6ng ta c6 vé 1a ngudi trung thue, va cude doi su nghiép ciia dng ta khéng vudng vao bat ky
vu Xi- céng—dan nao cd. Co6 vé nhu muc dich lam trong sach Qudc hoi di 1am nay sinh vai ké thu day
thé luc va din dén cai chét ctia 6ng ta. Co ngum s€ cho rang am sat mot ngu:m dimg vi tri thir ba ung
cu chuc vu tong théng qua 13 tho ton va liéu linh. Stone biét rang d6 1a diéu khong tuwdng - vi néu ¢o
thé giét tong thong, thi thé giéi chang con gi 12 an toan ca.

An mang cta Bradley van dugc cong khai 13 trong giai doan diéu tra, du cac phuong tién truyén
thong bao chi sau thoi gian lién tuc ding tai cau chuyén, cling bat dau chim vao im ling. C6 vé nhu
canh sat dang dan két luan rang chang hé ton tai nhom khing bd nio, va cai chét ctia Bradley con ¢6
nhiéu uan khiic hon; chi 14 hanh dong qué khich ctia mdt nhém nguoi ndo do.

C)ng dung lai tai mot géc cay cho chi chd Goff “trut bau tAm sy”. Stone c6 thé danh hoi dugc
bau khong khi diéu tra do xét dang bén canh minh. Dau sao thi 6ng cling day din kinh nghiém gian diép
dé nhan biét chiéc xe tai ddu phia cudi con dudng chi 13 gia mao, va hai ngudi dan dng ngdi trén xe co
nhiém vy giém sat cin nha cua nan nhan dé tim ra thém manh méi ndo d6. Mot trong s6 cin nha trong
khu vuc chic chan d3 duoc FBI va nhom dleu tra trung dung cho viéc theo doi 24/24 trong subt tuan.
Chac chin 6 Ong cling khong lot ra khoi tAm ngdm ctia ong nhom va céc thiét bi theo ddi. Bat giac, ong
kéo mii xudng thém mot chit, lam ra vé gié manh vira thoi qua.



Pang ddo mit nhin quanh, bat chot dng phat hién ra mot th, ngay 14p tirc ong quay ngoat lai va
budc nhanh vé huéng khéc, kéo 18 con Goff theo. Mot chiéc xe tai nhé mau trang vdi dong chir “Cong
trinh cong cong D.C” vira mbi ré vao con duong, va dang tién vé phia 6ng. Ong chang c6 ¥ dinh 1 im
hiéu xem liéu d6 c6 phai 14 xe cong, hay 1a trén xe lai day nhitng ké chuyén gy dau don cho nguoi
khac.

Ong & phai vao ngo ké tiép va cau thim trong bung cho chiéc xe khong di theo. D khu vuc day
dac co6m FBI, nhu’ng diéu d6 cling chang dam bao rang ong s¢€ an toan. Dam FBI do cing c6 thé s& hua
day 6ng vao chiéc xe tai ddy nhitng ké thich tra tin va roi vay tay chio tam biét 6ng. Ong mai miét di
thém hai diy phd nira trude khi giam téc do, cho con Goff nhdy nhing xi 1én, ong tir tir liéc nhin vé
phia sau lung. Khong con thiy bong dang chiéc xe tai dau ca, nhung d6 ciing c6 thé 1a chiéu lira ctia
chiing, vi trong lic 6ng khong dé y nhit, chiing s& lai xut hién tir phia khac. Vira nghi dén d6, 6ng goi
di dong ngay cho Reuben. Nguoi anh em to 10n ciia ong vira modi xong viée tai khu vure boc dd.

“Toi sé& dén d6 trong vong ndm phut nira, Oliver.” Gigng Reuben vang 1én qua dién thoai, “Co
mot tram gac cua canh sat cach cho anh dung hai day pho, cir thang tién, néu may tén chét tiet do co
dong tinh gi, anh ctr la lang I€n nhu sdp stra xdy ra mot vu dam mau vay.”

Stone tién budc, dau sao thi ngoai nhitng 16i 1am ctia minh, Reuben van 1a ngudi ban chan that
va manh m€ nhat ma 6ng dang can phai co.

Pung nhu 101 hira, Reuben dang 1ai chiéc xe tai chd hang lao nhanh tir phia cubi duong, Stone
va Goff nhay phoc 1én xe.

“Xe may cua anh dau?”” Stone hoi khi vira yén vi trén xe.
“May tén du con cudm di mat roi. Toi muon giit bi mat chuyén nay.”
Khi ho ra khoi khu vyc nguy hiém, Reuben giam toc do ro1 dung han.

“Nay gio to1 ludn nhin vao kinh chiéu hau, Oliver a,” ong ta ké lai su viéc, “Nhung to1 chéng
thay dong tinh gi ca.”

Stone van canh giac, “Chic chung thdy t6i trén duong.”

“Anh hoa trang danh Itra chung dugc ma.”

Stone lac dau phan dbi, “Nhirng nguoi nhu thé dau dé& danh lira.”

“Vay chiing chi nhir mdi thoi, doi anh dan ching dén mo vang.”

“Vay thi doi hoi 1au rdi.”

“A, t6i dinh nc')i v6i anh rang, mot ‘nguoi ban cua to1 0 Lau Nam Goéc da goi lai. Anh ta ciing
khong biét nhiéu vé Behan va céi “hop dong quan sy do, nhu:ng anh ta c6 tiét 16 chit thong tin dang

quan tam. To1 cung c6 nghe noi vé viée thong tin mat bi an cap va tiét 16 qua bao chi, nhu’ng sy that
con t& hon nhiéu. Tir cau chuyén cua ban t61, t61 phat hi¢n ra thém vai phan tir xAu muu d6 ban nude



cho ké thu chung ta & ving Trung Pong va chau A.”

Stone nghich nghich soi day dit con Goff rdi hoi, “Reuben ndy, thé con ban cta anh trong Doi
Trong an, hay FBI c¢6 lién lac lai v61 anh khong?”

“Piéu d6 mdi la, ching ai thém lién lac lai. Toi dang ty hoi tai sao day.”

Vdy ma toi lai hiéu dcfy, Stone nghi bung, ¢6i cuc ky hiéu ¥é tai sao.



Chuong 35

Ho gdp nhau tai can 1éu cta Stone chiéu hom d6. Annabelle va Milton ké lai cudc cham tran véi
dam kién tric su. Dua vao tri nh¢ si€éu pham ctia minh, Milton da vé& lai chi ti€t ban phac thao vi tri
can phong chira chay va hé thong thong gio.

Caleb nghién ctru ban vé, thot 1€n, “T61 biét chinh xac nd6 ¢ vi tri nao roi, chac 1a phong luu
trir.”

“C6 khoa khong?” Stone hoi.

“Chic ¢0.”

“Toi c4 rang ching ta phai c6 chia khoa ¢ dau d6 nhi,” Stone lam bam.
Caleb co vé canh giac, “Chia khoa a? Y anh 1a gi ddy, anh ban?”

“T6i nghi c6 vé nhu ong ta dang 1én ké hoach dot nhap vao cin phong d6,” Annabelle 16n tiéng
tra 1o1 thay.

“Nay Oliver, anh khong noi dua ddy chir. Toi mong 13 t6i nghe nham, viéc anh dong vai hoc gia
nguo1 Puc vao khu doc sach nghe con ¢ vé kha thi, chir t61 khong tan thanh viéc anh dot nhap vao
Thu vién Quoc hdi dau nhé.”

Annabelle nhin Stone véi anh mit ngudng mo, “Ong dong vai hoc gia ngudi Puc a? Hay nhi.”

“Co ding khiéu khich anh ta nira,” Caleb bat dau cau gat. “Oliver ndy, i 12 ngudi 1am cong cua
lién bang day.”

“C6 khi nao chiing toi phii nhan diéu d6 dau?”” Reuben chen ngang,

Stone tiép tuc, “Caleb, néu chung ta khong dot nhap vao phong do, thi viéc liéu mang chiém
dugc cai ban vé chang c6 nghia 1y gi ca.” Ro61 chi vao ban vé, ong tiép, “Anh thay do, hé¢ thong thong
g16 dan dén khu phong doc cling nam trong phong chita chay. Vay 1a mot cong doi viéc.”

Caleb lac dau, “Can phong d6 nim & gan hanh lang ctia tang ham chinh, lic nao ciing c6 nguoi
qua lai, chac chan chung ta bi phat hién lién.”

“Chung ta ctr gia vo 1a dang 1am viéc tai d6, chic chang ai cha y ca.”
Annabelle tan thanh, “Ong iy n6i dung diy, Caleb a.”

“To1 cling di nita,” Reuben chen vao, “Toi chang muon bo 16 tro vui nao nira dauw.”



Milton phy hoa, “Thé con ching t6i thi sao?”
Caleb rén i, “Sao lai di ca dam thé nay?”

Annabelle 18n tiéng, “Chung ta s& yém tro nhé Milton. Bat cir ké hoach nao ciling co thé co bat
trac xayra ca.”

Stone nhin ¢6 v&i anh mit ngac nhién, “T6t thoi, vay cac ban sé yém trg cho chung toi. Tbi nay,
chiing ta hanh dong tho1.”

“Ti nay a!” Caleb thang thdt, “Toi can ca tuan dé thu hét can dam déy. To61 vira nhut nhat, lai
chi 1a mot tay thu thu quen ¢ thu vién, lam sao ma dam li€éu mang the.”

“Anh c6 thé 1am dugc ma, Caleb,” Milton an ti. “Hom nay t6i cling tudng minh yéu &t nhu thé,
nhung ma viéc lura gat nguoi khac cling khong dén nod1 qua kho. Toi con ltra duge may tay kién tric su,
hudng ho gi 1a anh, cho d6 1a cho anh 1am viéc ma. Ai lai gdy kho dé voi anh co chi?”

“To1 chang bi€t nita, sao to1 lai d€ minh day vao viéc nguy hiém nay co cha?” Caleb rén ri,
“Con ntra, khi chiing ta dén noi, co6 khi thu vién da dong ctra mat r61.”

“Anh c6 thé gitp chiung t6i vao bang thé 1am viéc ctia anh khong?”

“Chang biét nita, c6 thé duoc, c6 thé khong,” ong ta yéu 6t tra 10i.

“Caleb,” Stone curng ran. “Chung ta can phai hanh dong.”

Caleb tho dai, “Vang, i biét, toi hiéu,” roi ndi thém, “Nhung ma it nhat ciing cho tdi co hdi gia
vo chong do1 chir.”

Annabelle dit tay 1én vai ong ta, va mim cudi, “Ong biét khong Caleb. Ong gidng mot ngudi
ban cua t01, tén anh ta la Leo. Lan nao trudce khi lam gi anh ta cling rén ri, than thd, nhung cudi cung
luc nao cling thanh cong ca.”

“To1 xem d6 1a 101 khen vay.”

Stone dang hing va md mot quyén tap chi mang theo, “T6i nghi it ra t6i ciing tim ra phan ndo
nhirng gi chung ta dang can.”

Ho hu('mg su chil y sang 6ng. Trudc khi ndi, 6ng bat mdt bai nhac cb dién tl‘J: chiéc radio bo thi
mang theo 161 giai thich, “Lo chung ta dang bi nghe trom.” Ong lai hang giong, roi ké cho moi nguoi
nghe vé chuyén tham thinh cin nha bi hiy hoai cua Bradley. “Ho giét ong ta 101 cho nd tung nhi. Ban
dau toi ngh1 do la vi 1y do 1an trén ciia bon khing bd, nhung gio thi tdi cho rang c6 thé con c¢o 1y do

khac: biét dau rang, dudi danh nghla 1a mot ngud1 dan 6ng chan chinh va trung thuc, Bob Bradley lai
12 mot tén ddi bai. Va vét tich ddi bai Ay d tiéu tan di ciing vu nd sau d6.”

“Khong thé c6 viéc d6 duoc,” Caleb chdng ché. “Nguoi tién nhiém 6ng ta ding 1a thdi tha,
nhung Bradley thi khong. Ho tién cir Bradley thé vao vi tri cua han dé cai t6 mo1 thir.”



Stone lac dau, “Voi kinh nghiém ciia t6i tai Washington, chang ai c6 thé leo 1én cai ghé Chu tich
Ha vién ctia Nha Trang chi vi ké hoach thanh trir t& nan tham nhiing ca. Pé duoc nhu vay, ngudi d6 can
ctng c6 thé luc ctia minh ciing nhu tim kiém dong minh tng ho trong nhiéu nam. R& rang 13 viéc thing
tién cua Bradley kha bat thuong, néu lanh dao phe da sb tai Thuong vién khong bi budc td1 chung voi
Chui tich Ha vién tién nhiém thi c6 18 ong ta da nhan cong viéc d6. Pang ludn ung hd ong ta. Nhung roi
cac vi 1anh dao trd nén d6i bai va ngai Bradley ctia chung ta tré thanh vi anh hing c¢6 cong thanh loc
b6 may chinh pht. Nhung tdi ching muén dé cap qua nhiéu dén chuyén tham nhiing d6 nita. Vai trd ctia
Bradley véi tu cach 1a Chu tich Ha vién da lap di nhitng chirc danh kha quan trong khac ma 6ng ta
dang dam nhiém: d6 13 ngudi ding dau Uy ban Tinh bdo. V&i chirc vu nay, Bradley gin nhu dugc bao
c4o lién tyc vé nhitng hoat dong bi mat clia moi to chirc tinh bao ctia My, bao gém CIA, NSA va Lau
Niam Goc. Ong ta va doi ngii cia minh s& at han c6 thé tiép can voi nhirng bi mat qubc gia va nhitng tai
liéu dang gia voi ké thu cua chung ta.” Stone 14t thém vai trang béo, r6i noi tiép, “Trong vai nim gan
day, da xay ra rat nhiéu hoat dong gian di¢p chong lai céac tO chirc tinh bao cua nudc My, vai vy trong
s6 d6 da dan dén cai chét ctia nhitng tay nim ving, bén vu méi nhat ma bao chi phanh phui va goi 1a
d@)ng minh cta bd ngoai giao. Con theo nhitng nguén do Reuben cung cap, ¢6 1& sy viée con t& hon
thé.”

“Vay theo y anh, Bradley 14 gian diép 42” Milton lén tiéng hoi.

“T6i dat truong hop 14 6 thé.”

Caleb tiép 101, “Nhung néu Bradley lam viéc cho ké thu ctia ngudi My, sao ching lai giét han?”
Stone giai thich, “Co hai kha ning, mot 1a hin doi thém tién, va bi thii tiéu, hai 14...”

Annabelle ngit ngang, “Nguwoi ciia ta di giét han.”

Stone liéc xéo ¢o ta va nhe gat dAu, tan thanh. Nhirng nguo1 con lai té vé kinh ngac.

Caleb thét 18n, “Nguoi cta ta? Y 13 ngudi trong chinh phii cua ching ta!”

“Sao lai giét h&n? Sao khong budc to1 hén trude tda?” Mitlon cling cat tiéng hoi.

“Boi vi néu lam nhur thé, moi thir s& bi 10,” Stone tra 16i.

“Va ciing c6 thé vi CIA va Lau Nam Goc ching muén ngudi khic biét chuyén ho that bai,”
Reuben thém vao.

“Va CIA ciing chang c6 1ong nhan tir ddu,” Stone chua chat. “Ngay ca Chua tich Ha vién Nha
Trang cting khong thoat khoi bi lam bia 4o dan.”

“Nhung néu chinh pht chiing ta dtng sau tit ca chuyén nay, thi ai 1a ngudi di bit coc va tra tan
anh vay, Oliver?”” Milton hoi tiép.

Lan nay dén luot Annabelle, “Ong bi tra tn a?”

“T6i d bi mot nhom day kinh nghiém tham van toan dién,” Stone thira nhan.



“Tham van toan dién cai khi gi? Chung c6 dim chét anh day,” Caleb tirc t01, “Bang cach dim anh
vao nudce.”

Reuben gian dir v dui cai dét roi tiép 101, “Dim nuéc a. Lay Chua, do chi 1a tro hé cua rap
xi€c. Nhitng gi ching lam v&1 anh ban Oliver cua chung ta phai goi 1a hinh thic tra tdn ‘Van va
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nudc’ day chtr, c6 khi con da man hon the.”

“Pé tra 101 cau hoi cta anh, Mitlon a, tdi c¢6 thé khang dinh rang t6i khong biét nhirng nguoi bat
coc t61 c6 lién quan gi & day. Chang c6 1y gi néu nhu chinh phu da ra tay gi€t hai Bradley lai quan tam
dén viéc chiing ta tim ra manh moi. Ho biét hét ca r61.”

“Van c6 ly do néu nhu t6 chirc giét hai Bradley lam vi¢c d6 vi dong co riéng cua nd, con mot t6
chirc khac lai choi tro ruot dudi,” Annabelle dat gia thuyét, “O day c6 1€ dang c6 sy mau thuan gitra
cac to chuc.”

Stone nhin cd ta v&i anh mat ddy ngudng mo, “Gia thuyét rat hay. Con chuyén ching ta tham gia
vao tro choi thé nao cling con chua biét dugc.”

“Ong van nghi rang cai chét ctia Jonathan c6 lién quan dén chuyén nay a?” Annabelle hoi.

“MAu s chung chﬁng ta im duoc dén gio 1a Cornelius Behan,” Stone tiép 10i. “Sy xuat hién
ctia hin tai thu vién, cach hian quan tim dén hé thong bao chay cang lam su nghi ngO’ cua Chung ta co
co s¢. Han 1a dau mbi cho vu ciia Jonathan. Va dé tim rd ngon ngudn ching ta can phai tim hiéu cai
chét cta Jonathan.”

“Vay la chiing ta van phai dot nhap Thu vién Quéc ho1,” Caleb quay lai rén ri.

Stone dit tay 1€n vai 6ng ban minh an i, “Néu t6i néi diéu nay anh s€ cam théy dé chiu hon,
Caleb, day khong phai 1a toa nha chinh phu dau tién t61 dot nhap vao dau.”



Chuong 36

Caleb gitip Stone va Reuben qua khoi cong bao vé nhd vao uy tin ciia minh va 161 néi doi rang
day la nhitng khach viéng tham khu trién 1am cua thu vién sau gio lam viéc, du giong noi va diéu bo
cua Ong ta that vung v€ va guong gao.

Trong lac ho di thang may xudng tang ham, Caleb cat tiéng phan nan, “Toi ¢6 cam giac minh vira
gay ra t01 ac nghi€ém trong vay.”

“Tdi ac chi sap dién ra thoi, Caleb,” Stone hudng tng, tay gio cao chum chia khoa, “Nhitng gi
anh da lam trén ay tinh ra chang tham thia vao dau ca.” Caleb chi con biét tran tran nhin ong.

Ho timra vi tri cin phong, voi nhitng 1p cira d6i to va day, Stone nhanh chong tim ra chia khoa
md& chiung. Chi thoang choc sau, ho da & trong mot can phong rong, va cac thiét bi chira chdy duoc dat
phia goc tuong.

“Gi0 thi to1 hiu tai sao lai can 16p ctra d61 r61,” Stone thot 1€n.

Nhitng khdi xilanh to 16n, mdi cai c6 thé ning ca tan, sé khong thé lot qua khung cira binh
thuong. Vai xilanh dugc ndi v6i ong din xuyén qua tran nha. Trén cac xilanh nay 1a dong chir “Khi
Halon 1301”. Stone doc tén clia cong ty da 1ap dat hé thong “Cong ty Ctru hoa”. Tén cong ty ndy ciing
duoc in trén cac try xilanh trong phong. Sau d6 ong bat tay vao viéc nghién ctru hé thong 6ng dan, “C6
mot cai cong tic dung tay dé diéu chinh khi, va cac éng dan phai chay dén mdt s phong khac nita,
ngoai phong sach. Nhung t6i khong rd 6ng ndo méi 1a dng dan dén chd anh 1am viéc Caleb a.”

Reuben nhin qua vai Stone, “Va anh ciing chang biét rd liéu 6ng ndo da thoat khi ra day.”

Stone dén quan sat hé théng diéu hoa khong khi, roi rat bang vé& cta Milton, cham cht nhin vao
phan h¢ thong diéu hoa khong khi chay dén tran nha.

“Oliver, sao anh c6 vé quan tim dén hé thong diéu hoa khong khi qua nhi?” Reuben thic mc.
“Néu c6 loai khi ndo d6 gy ra cai chét cua Jonathan, thi tén sat nhan phai biét vi tri chinh xac
cua ong ta trude khi mé duong ong khi tir tan dudi tang ham nay.”

Caleb tan thanh, “Dung roi, sao toi lai khong nghi ra diéu nay nhi. Vi ddu c6 bao chay thi khi gas
s& khong hoat dong, nén chic chan dé khi thoat ra, chi c6 cach diéu chinh bang tay ma thoi. Nhung
phai c6 mit trong phong nay thi méi lam dugc diéu do, tén sat nhan 1am cach ndo ma biét chinh xac
Jonathan s& dting tai vi tri nhat dinh trong phong sach nhi?”

“To1 nghi han bi€t cong viéc thudong nhat cia Jonathan. Lic nao, ong ta cling 1a nguoi dau tién
cO mat tai phong sach, ki€m tra mot s6 khu vuc nhat dinh, ca noi 6ng ta bi sat hai nira.”



Reuben lic dau, “Ciing c6 1y, nhung theo nhur Caleb ké lai thi anh ta tim thdy x4c ctia 6ng ban
DeHaven cua ching ta tai vi tri cach voi khi khoang sau mét, khang dinh khi gas la nguyén nhan chinh
gay ra tor vong. Nhung lam thé nao ma ké giét nguoi lai bi€t sy viéc ro khi han & dudi nay nhi?”

Stone van con dang nhin chim chim vao ban vé& cta Milton, thinh linh 6ng chi tay vao hé thong
diéu hoa khong khi. “Cai 6ng nay dan thang dén phong sach, di qua tat ca cac duong ong cua hé
théng.”

“Diéu d6 c6 nghta 1a gi?”

Stone nhin xung quanh hé théng diéu hoa, roi chot ding lai, ong chi tay vao mot goc khuat tam
nhin tir vi tri chinh cta can phong. Reuben va Caleb cung budc dén.

“Sao lai c6 mot hop truy nhdp ndm ngay trong hé thong nay nhi?”” Reuben to vé khong hiéu.

Stone md hdp va nhin vao trong, “Caleb niy, anh c6 nhé dén miéng dng gan noi phat hién ra xac
cua Jonathan khong? Co6 phai 1a tam ludi sat b1 bé cong?”

“Vang, dang vay, anh con chi to1 xem ma. Co li€n quan gi dén chuyén nay?”

“Néu c6 ai d6 dat mot camera co gin cong cap dai bén trong hé thong thong khi ctia phong sach,
bé cong tam ludi sat thi chic rang tAm nhin cua camera c6 thé quay lai 6 vi tri cta Jonathan trong
phong sach sang hom d6. Con ngudi ndy chi can & dudi ndy, voi thiét bi thu tin hiéu tir camera, t6i tin
rang, han hoan toan c6 thé nhin thay timg ctr dong nhé ctia Jonathan.”

“Me kiép,” Reuben cat tiéng churi thé, “Ching biét loi dung hé théng nay qua nhi.”

“Vi d6 1a cach duy nhat dé ndi day cap. Hé théng vo tuyén khong thé hoat dong qua cai dong bé
tong va nhitng vat can khac,” Stone giai thich, “Téi tin rang khi chung ta kiém tra hé thong diéu hoa
khong khi trong phong sach sau miéng ludi sat bi bé cong, chung ta ¢ thé tim ra dugc dau tich noi
camera duoc gén. Tén sat nhan ngéi day doi, roi hin nhin théy Jonathan, m¢& cong tic, trude do 1a tit
hé théng bao dong, va mudi gidy sau, khi gas tran ngdp phong va st hai Jonathan.”

“Nhung tén nay sau khi sat hai Jonathan, chéc phai thao camera ra chu, vay sao hén khong beé
tam ludi sdt lai cho dang hoang?” Reuben hoi tiép.

“Han c6 lam, chi c¢6 diéu, khi di bé cong roi, rat kho 1am lai hinh dang ban dau,” dng ngung 101,
nhin sang Caleb, “Nay anh sao vay?”

Mit Caleb trang béch, “Néu nhitng gi anh noi 1a dang, vay thi ké ndo d6, hién dang lam viéc tai
thu vién chinh la tén sat nhan. Chang ai dugc budc vao phong sach mot minh ca.”

“Tiéng gi vay?” Reuben rit lén.
Stone nhin canh ctra, canh giac, “Co6 nguo1 dang dén, nhanh 1én, lai day nao.”
Ho nép minh vao phia sau hé thong diéu hoa khong khi, Reuben gan nhu phai d& 6ng ban Caleb



dang run 1ay bay vao chd nap. Ho chi kip vao chd an toan thi ctra bat md. Bén nguoi dan ong budc
vao, tit ca déu mic dod bao ho lao dong mau xanh da troi. Mot chiéc xe nang do nguot1 dan ong thu
nam lai cling vura tro to1 sau lung. Nguotr moi xut hién, cling 1a ong chu, léy ra mdt bia hd so va
nhirng nguo1 con lai dirng xung quanh.

“Roi bay gio ching ta s& 13y tru ndy, tru ndy, va tru dang kia,” 6ng ta vira ndi vira chi vao ba
xilanh, gdm ca hai cai dang gin v&i 6ng dan, “rdi thay ching bang nhitng tru dang ndm trén xe ning
nhé.”

Nhitng ngudi thg can than thdo roi nhitng tru xilanh cong kénh khoi 6ng dan. Stone va cac cong
su doi theo tir chd nap. Reuben nhin Stone, tinh cat tiéng hoi, nhung 6ng lac dau, ra hiéu im lang. Con
Caleb van khong ng6t run ray, dén ndi Stone phai nam chit mot canh tay, con Reuben d& tay kia dé giit
ong ta ding thang.

Nua tiéng sau do, ba tru xilanh da dugc dat yén vi trén xe nang, trong luc ba try mé1 duge gén
vao hé théng ong din. Chiéc xe nang roi khoi phong, va nhitng ngudi thg ndi dudi theo sau. Khi cira
vira dong, Stone lap tirc dén bén nhitng try mé1, va doc nhan ghi trén than, “Chéat khi FM-200. Caleb
ndy, anh néi rang thu vién dang thay d6i hé thong khi chita chay a. Chac 1 chat nay day.”

Caleb trd 16, “Chdc thé.”

“Vay thi chiing ta s& di theo ho,” Stone qua quyét.

Caleb lép bép, “Lam on di, Oliver, khong di c6 dugc khong?”

“Caleb, chung ta phai di.”

“T6i... khong... mubn chét!”

Stone lay Ong ta that manh, “Nay, binh tinh nao anh ban. D1 thoi!”

Caleb nhin tran tr6i Stone r6i lai ldp bap, “T6i chang thich cai kiéu anh hanh hung t6i nhu thé.”
Stone phdt 16, “Chd di 1én & dau nhi?”

Caleb tra 161, rdi moi nguoi luc tuc keéo ra ngoai. Liac nay, dién thoai cua Stone reo, do la
Milton. Stone ké van tat chuyén da xay ra ro1 két luan, “Chung t61 theo dau may cai try, s€ lién tuc bao
tin cho anh.”

Milton tit dién thoai, nhin Annabelle. Ho dang ¢ trong khach san cua c6 4, Ong ké lai cau
chuyén.



“Nghe ¢6 vé nguy hiém ddy,” c¢6 4 nhan xét. “Ho khong biét ho sap gip chuyén gi ca.”
“Vay chung ta nén lam gi?”

“Yém tro ho, 6ng nhd chir?”

Co a chay lai1 ta, 161 ra mot cai tai, léy mot hop nho ra khoi tui.

M11ton 1ap ttrc bdi rdi vi n6 1a hop du’ng bang v¢ sinh. Nhan thay diéu nay, Annabelle 18n tiéng,
“Dung mic ¢, 6ng Milton a. Phu nir hay giau nhirng thit ho khong mu6n nguo1 khac tim ra trong hop
nay day.” C6 mo hop, 14y mot mon do rdi bo vao tai 0. “Ho nodi tén cong ty 1a Chira chay’ a. Toi
nghi ho dang di dén kho hang cua cong ty niy ddy. Ong tim ra chd duoc khong?”

“Khach san nay c6 mang khong day, nén to1 tra trén mang nhanh ma,” vira noi tay ong ta da ludt
trén ban phim.

“Tét qua. C6 cira hang ban dd dung ndo gan day khong nhi?” ¢ a hoi thém.

Ong suy nghi mdt lat, ro1 tra 101, “A, c6 day, ¢o ca vai mon dac biét nira. Ma lai md ctra dén to1
ntra chir.”

“Tuyét voi.”



Chuong 37

Chiéc Nova theo sau chiéc xe tai cia Cong ty Ctru hoa trong mot cur ly an toan. Caleb ngdi & vi
tri tai xe, ké dén la Stone, con Reuben ngodi phia sau.

“Sao chung ta khong goi canh sat va dé ho lo vu nay nhi?” Caleb lén tiéng.

“Roi noi gi cho ho nghe?” Stone phan Gng. “Anh da ching bao rang thu vién dang d6i hé thong
cli. Nhirng gi chiing ta bi€t ndy gio, chiang qua 1a dung quy trinh. Lam vay, c6 khi con lam cho ngudi vo
can tudng ching ta ¢6 am muru gi khac. Chang ta can sy do xét, khong can bon coém lam gi ca.”

Caleb tra miéng, “Hay that day! Vay 1 toi phai lao vao nguy hiém chir khong phai dam canh sat
kia a? Vay toi tra tién thué cho chiing lam cai quai gi nhi?”

Chiéc xe tai luc nay ré trai roi lai r& phai. Ho di ngang qua khu vuc dién Capitol rdi tién vao
vung kha t61 tan ctia thanh pho.

Stone cat tiéng, “Chay cham lai thoi, xe tai dung roi déy.”

Caleb thing xe lai bén vé duong. Lic nay chiéc xe tai dimg trudéc mdt canh cong khoa bang
xich, mot nguo1 dan ong tir phia san trong budc ra md cong.

“Do6 1a khu nha kho,” Stone suy doan.
Xe tai chay qua cong vao bén trong, va canh cong dugc khoa lai nhu cil.

“Vay 1a chiing ta chi c6 thé 1am bay nhiéu ma thdi,” Caleb thd phao nhe nhdm. “Troi oi, chic t6i
phai uong mot ly ca phé stra dam dac dé lay lai tinh than sau mot t61 kinh hoang nhu thé nay.”

Stone cat ngang, “Chung ta can lot vao phia sau hang rao.”
“Pong ¥,” Reuben tan thanh.
“Hai anh dién hét r6i!” Caleb thang thét.

“Anh c6 thé ngdi doi ngoai xe, Caleb a,” Stone tran an. “Con t6i phai xem chuyén gi dang xay ra
trong ay.”

“L& anh bj bt thi sao?”
“Phai chiu thoi. Nhung t61 nghi cling ddng ma,” Stone tra 101.

“Con t61 van ngdi trong xe a?” Caleb cham rai noi. “Nhung c6 vé nhu khong cong bang cho hai
anh lam, hai anh phai liéu mang...”



Stone ngat 101 dng ta, “Néu chiing t6i can chudn nhanh, thi anh ngdi trong xe, san sang 1a tot ch

$ao.
“Pung thé,” Reuben git dau.

“Vay thi quyét dinh vay thoi.” Caleb nam chit vo-ling va nghiém nghi, “Paéi khi tdi cling cai s6
xe chay nudc rat day.”

Stone va Reuben nhe nhang ra khoi xe va 1an vé phia twong rao. Nép minh sau vai tim van cii
ngay phia ngoai khu nha kho, ho ddi theo hudng chiéc xe tai dang dd xich ngay goc san. Nhirng nguoi
thg budc xubng, va di vao khu nha chinh. Vai phut sau, ho thay do, roi 1ai xe riéng di mat. Mot nhan
vién bao vé khoa cong va quay trd vao trong.

“Tt nhat chung ta nén leo vao tir phia bo rao bén kia, noi c6 xe tai dang dau,” Reuben dé nghi.
“Nhu vay, 16 nhu tén bao vé c6 quay ra cling bi xe tai che tam nhin.”

“Y kién hay,” Stone tan thanh.

Ho hoi ha di vong vé hudng bén kia hang rao. Trudc khi ho chuan bi leo rao, Stone 14y cay ném
veé phia hang rao r61 no1, “Nhu vay dé xem c6 dién hay khong.”

CCUJ.!D,

Ho cham chdm leo qua tudng rao, roi nhe nhang dap xudng dat, chi thip va bat dau tién vé phia
chiéc xe tai. Khi dugc nira duong, Stone dung lai, ra hi¢u cho Reuben cui rap nguoi, nhin xung quanh,

khi khong thiy ai, ho lai tiép tuc tién vé phia truéc. Thinh linh, Stone chuyén hudng tir chiéc xe tai
sang hudng mot khu nha bé-tong nho sat tuong rao. Reuben hap tap bam theo sau.

Cénh ctra bi khoa, nhung Stone van dung chia m¢ dugc. Bén trong 1a hang khdi tru 16n. Stone
bat dén pin nhd mang theo bén minh va chiéu xung quanh. Trong nha, 13 mot ban gb véi day di dung
cu, may phun son nho trong goc, dit canh vai thing son va chit dung moi, phia trén mét vach tuong 1a
mot binh 6xy v&1 mat na. Stone bat chiéc bat ltra gﬁn nhitng khdi try 16n, anh sang du dé doc nhirng
dong chir trén d6, “FM-200, Innergen, Halon 1301, CO,, FE-25.” Ong quay lai quan sat xilanh CO, k§
hon.

Reuben cham khé vao tay ong va bao, “Nhin ndy.” Stone nhin theo hudng tay chi 1én tim bang
trén tuong.

“Cong ty Clru hoa. Chung ta biét roi ma,” Stone ndi, giong thiéu kién nhan.
“Nhin hang bén dudi kia.”
Stone thé gap, “Chita chay 1a mdt cong ty con ctia Cong ty Co phan Cong nghé Paradigm.”

“Cong ty ctia Cornelius Behan d6,” Reuben thi tham.



Caleb ngdi bon chon trong chiéc Nova, anh mat huéng vé khu vuc hang rao. Ong lam bam,
“Tho1 nao, sao ma lau thé?”

Dot nhién, ong nghiéng nguoi qua mot bén. Mot chiéc xe chay vut qua hudng Ve ph1a khu nha
kho. Khi n6 di qua roi, ong ngdi thang day, nguc van ddnh 16 t6. D6 1a mot chiée xe tuan tidu, phia ghé
sau chém ché mot con chd Béc- -gi€ Puc 10 to.

Caleb 14p tirc bam dién thoai dé goi Stone, nhung may lai hét pin. Lic ndo dng ciing quén phai
xac pin cho cai dién thoai quy quai nay ca, vi ong khong thich luc nao ciing ke ke theo no.

“Lay Chua!” Caleb rén ri. Ong hit mot hoi that sau. “May co thé 1am dugc ma Caleb Shaw. May
1am dugc.” Ong tho ra mot hoi, tap trung va doc vai dong tho yéu thich dé 14y can dam, “Nira doan
quan, ntra doan quin/Nira doan quan tién vé phia truéc/Pén thung ling Chét/Sau tram ngudi cuing tién
budc/Tan cong, hdi doan khinh binh/Xung phong vi sting dng/Tudng quan ra 1énh/Tién vao thung liing
Chét/Sau traim ngudi cung tién bude.” Ong ngimg doc, va ngang 1én dbi dién vai thuc tai noi ¢ bao
vé vil trang tin rang va chd nghiép vu ciing vao cudc. Lic ny thi ¥ chi cta dng bién ddu mét ngay khi
ngung doc tho.

Ong buc bdi, “Quy ngai Tennyson chang biét quai gi vé nguy hiém that sy ca.”

Caleb leo ra khoi xe, va ngan ngur tién vé phia hang rao.

Phia trong bo rio, Stone va Reuben dang tién vé phia xe tai. Stone canh giac, “Nhd canh chirng
khi toi tham thinh nhé.” Ong leo vao phia than sau xe. Thung xe trong, chi c6 nhitng thanh gd duoc
dong quanh than xe, git hang hoa. Ong dung dén pin soi rd phan son trén than tru. Chi c6 mdt ong
dugc son chir “Chat Halon 13017, con tat ca nhitng 6ng khac lai dugc son dong chit “FM-200”. Ong
léy ra trong tu1 mot hop nhya thong va mot miéng gi¢ v& duoc tir khu nha kho roi chui manh trén tru co
dong chit FM 200.

“Nhanh nao, nhanh nao,” Reuben vira ndi, mat vira 1do lién khap noi.
Khi 16p son phu bén ngoai dan tan ra, Stone dung lai va soi anh den pin vao dong chit bén dudi,
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“Chét tiét!” giong Reuben vang lén tir ngoai. “Chay thoi ndo anh ban Oliver cua t6i.”

Stone nhin qua phia thdn xe. Ché dic vu vira nhay phoc khoi chiée xe tudn tra ngay gan cong ra
vao.

Stone nhay voi ra khoi xe tai, nhd xe tai che khuat tam nhin, ho tién vgi vé phia hang rao. Nhung
con chd danh hoi dugc mui cua ho, va chi thoang choc sau, n6 bat dau gam gu, va suc sao di v€ phia
ho, theo sau 1a hai tén linh canh.

Stone va Reuben nhay bd vé phia hang rao va bat dau leo, nhung con chd ¢6 vé nhanh hon ho.
No tap vao quan Reuben.

Phia bén ngoai, Caleb quan sat thdy hét su viéc, co diéu, 6ng khong chic minh c6 thé lam gi
dugc, ong chi co thé thu hét can dam dé 1am diéu gi do.

“Gitr 1ay nhé,” mot giong cat 1én. Reuben rang hét sirc binh sinh ¢4 manh chan dé con cho tha
quan ong ta ra, nhung nd van ngoam chit. Khi Stone quay xuong nhin, thi da thay hai miéng sting den
ngom chia vé phia ho.

Mot tén bao vé danh giong, “Xudng mau, kéo con chod can dut chan 6ng ddy. Mau!”
Stone va Reuben tir tir leo trd lai. Con ché tha cho ho, du van con gﬁm aur.

“T6i nghi ddy chi 1a su hiéu 1am ma théi,” Stone 1én tiéng phan bua.

“Ding thé, canh sat s& tin ong,” t€n con lai chat chaa.

“Chung t61 c6 mat kip thoi dé hd trg miy chi em day,” tiéng phu nir tiép 10i.

Ho cung nhin vé hudng tiéng ndi. Annabelle ding phia ngoai cong, bén canh chiéc xe hoi,
Milton dirng bén canh, trong chiéc 4o gi6 va dau do1 mii véi dong chir “FBI”.

“MAy ngudi 13 ai thé?” mdt trong hai tén bao vé hoi.

“Nhan vién FBI McCallister va Dupree,” ¢6 trinh thé ra va gid 4o khoac dé 16 huy hiéu va stng
giat bén hong. “M¢ cong, va lam on gitt con cho quy quai do tranh xa chiing t61,” co ta danh giong.

“Nhan vién FBI 1am cai quai gi gio nay lai & day?” tén bao vé c6 vé hoi cing thang, nhung hin
van chay ra mo cong.

Annabelle va Milton buéc vao. Co ta quay sang bao Milton, “Budc to1 ching, va cong chung
lai.” Milton rut hai chi€c cong tir trong tii, va ti€én vé phia Stone va Reuben.

“Dg1 da,” mot tén can lai. “Chung to61 c6 nhiém vu bét nhitng t€n dot nhap va bao cho canh sat
lién.”

Annabelle dén gin tay bao vé c6 khuoén mit phing phinh, nhin hin tir trén xudng dudi roi hoi,
“Nay, chil em vao nghé bao lau roi thé?”



“Mudi ba thang. Toi da co thé dugc mang theo vii khi roi d6,” han ty hdo tra 10i.

“Chic chan 12 thé rdi. Nhung ma bo cai khau sung d6 qua mot bén di, kéo lai gay thi¢t mang mdt
nguo1 giong chi day.”

Han ngin ngir chia khau sung sang hudng khac khi Annabelle gio thé ra 1an nita, “Cai thé ndy co
tiéng n61 hon ddm com dia phuong day.” Nhirng tam thé nhin y nhu that nay, chi la mot trong sO nhirng
thir ¢6 da nho Freddy chuan bi san va ludn cat chung trong hdp bang v¢ sinh cua minh.

Tén bao v¢ nhan nho, “Nhung ching t61 c6 quy tdc ctia minh, vi lai bon chung dot nhap nira.”
Han chi v€ phia Stone va Reuben, Iic nay da b1 cong tay. Phia sau 4o khoac cua Milton ciing la dong
chir “FBI”, ho dd mua du do thtr sing 6ng, huy hi¢u va cong gia tai ctra hi¢u do choi.

Annabelle cat tieng cuoi1 1on, “Dot nhap a!” Roi ¢6 chong nanh, “Hai chi em khong biét hai cha
em vua tom duoc ai sao?”

Chting liéc nhau roi hoi do, “Hai 130 lang thang chir gi?”

“Nay, may 1a thing ché chét,” Reuben, tay van bi cong, nhiy chdm Ién trong con gian dir. Milton
ngay lap tic chia khau sung ngan vao dau cua Reuben, hét 1€n, “May c6 im khong, thang khon kia,
khong tao ban v& so may day.”

Ngay lap tirc, Reuben dirng im.

Annabelle tiép tuc, “Ga ‘dé thuong’ dﬁng kia 1a Randall Weathers, dang bi truy na vi bon t6i
danh khac nhau, bao gom buén ma tay, rira tién, bi t6 cdo giét nguoi va co dinh dang dén viéc danh
bom nha cua quan toa lién bang tai Georgia. Tén kia 1a Paul Mason, bi¢t danh la Peter Dawson, trong
mudi sau cai tén gia khic ctia hin. Tén chét tiét ndy lai 1an ra duong day truc tiép dén phong chong
khing bb tai Trung Pong dang nip bong dién Capitol. Chung toi van dang theo ddi cac cudc dién thoai
va thu dién tir ctia han. T6i nay, ching toi 1an theo hin dén ddy va bat qua tang hin, co vé nhu bon
chiing dang 4m muu chom vai mén chit nd. Roi chung s& dau mot chiée xe tai, bén trong 13 vo sb chat
can thiét, cung déng hd hen g10, doi chin vi quan toa dang kinh cua ching ta va ‘bum’ ho ra tro.” Co ta
nhin Stone va Reuben vé&i 4nh mit dﬁy kinh toém. “Lan nay bon bay s€ bi ha guc hét. Ha guc toan bg,”
co ta lap lai.

“Hay that day, Earl,” mot trong hai tén quay sang tén con lai, giong phan khich. “Khing b6 day!”

Annabelle rat ra mdt quyén s6 nho, tiép tuc, “D¢€ chi ghi t€n hai chii em vao. Bao dam Cyc diéu
tra s€ can phai biét tén ai d€ ma khen thudng vi da goép phan xuat sac cho nhiém vu nay,” ré1 ¢6 mim
cuoi, “chi bao dam hai em s€ sém thang tién day.”

Hai tén bao vé nhin nhau, hon ho, “Tuyét qua.” Bon ching doc tén cho co ta ghi, rdi co ta quay
sang Milton, ra 1énh, “Pua chiing 1én xe, Dupree. Nhitng gd bai hoai nay cang sém vao tu chirng nao,
cang tot chirng d6.” Roi quay sang hai tén bao vé, ¢o ta giai thich thém, “Chic chin ching i s& nop
ching cho canh sat, co diéu chi sau vai man ‘hoi thim’ nhe nhing ma thoi, kiéu FBI ddy ma.” Cb ta
nhay mit voi ca hai, “Ma xem nhu 13 hai chi em chuwa nghe gi nhé.”



Hai tén cung cuoi, ra vé hiéu biét, “Nhé lam chung phun ra hét sy that nhé,” tén Earl néi voi
theo.

C0 ta tra 101, “Chac ro1. Ching to1 s€ gitr lién lac.”

Ho day Stone va Reuben vao ghe sau cua chiéc xe hoi va lan banh. Caleb do1 dam bao vé di hét
ro1 vO1 vang ra khoi cho an nap, leo 1én chiéc Nova va noi dudi theo xe Annabelle.

Trong xe, Milton thdo cong cho Stone va Reuben. “Milton nay, chil em cling ra vé gém nhi,”
Reuben thot 1€n, giong day tu hao.

Milton n& mot nu cud1 hanh dién. Ong gid mii ra, va mai toc x0 dai. Stone khen nggi Annabelle,
“Khi ¢6 yém trg, ¢6 lam viéc tot lam. Cam on nh¢!”

“Da lam thi phai lam t&1 cung chir,” ¢6 ta dap 1o1. “Chung ta di dau day?”

“Dén cho cua t61,” Stone trd 1o1. “Ching ta c6 nhi€u chuyén can ban day.”



Chuong 38

Roger Seagraves lai chiéc xe thué chim chim qua nhitng dudng phé tinh mich ctia ving thu phu
Washington thinh vuong, 1& trai vao dudng Good Fellow. Vao gid nay, nhitng cin nha to 16n trong phd
van con t6i om om. Khi di ngang qua nha Jonathan DeHaven qua ¢, hin lam ra vé khong cha y dén
no. Lai Scfp stra 6 mot tran bao. Han hoi mét méi vi cdi thoi tiét nay, nhung day la mot co hoi 1ot
ta khéng thé dé né vuét mat. Xe cham cham 1in banh, cam gidc hin dang tin hudng niém yéu thich
ngam nghia nhitng cin nha cd. Ké dén, hin lai xe vong xung quanh cic diy nha, va roi chay ra hudng
con duong song song, can thin ghi nhd cach b tri noi do.

Tuy vay, viéc quan sat va phac thao ké hoach lai 14 hai viéc hoan toan khic nhau. Han can thoi
gian dé suy nghi. Han chot quan sat thdy mot thir: can nha d6i dién nha Behan. Mot tén nao d6 véi
chiéc 6ng nhom, dang quan sat. Quan sat gi nhi? Khong can noéi, chic rang han ciing phai nghi dén
chuyén nay khi bét tay hanh dong. Va khi mat dang ban quan sat nhu vay, chi ¢6 mdt cach duy nhat dé
giét hai va tau thoat ma thoi.

Sau khi d3 tién hanh do tham, Seagraves db xich xe hoi thué tai mot khach san. Xach theo chiéc
cap tap nho, hin budc vao quay bar, goi mot ly ruou, réi bAm thang may nhu di 1én phong minh. Hén
do1 mot tiéng déng ho sau, roi méi di Xuéng, ra khoi toa nha béng mot 161 khac, Seagraves chui vao
mot chiée xe da cho sin tai bai dau xe phu. Hin can lam thém mot viéc khac bén canh viéc giét nguoi.

Hén 14i xe dén mot nha tro, ra khoi xe, rat ra tir tii 40 mot chiée chia khoa. Chi can muodi sai
chan, hin d3 dén duogc can phong & t?mg hai nhin ra bai dau xe. Hin mo cira, nhung khong bat den 1€n,
budc nhanh vao canh ctra phong bén trong, mé khoa va budc vao. Héin cam nhan duoc sy hién dién
ctia mot ngudi khac, nhung khong 18n tiéng. Han cdi quan 4o va leo vao giuong voi cd a. Co ta that
mém mai, Am ap, va dac bié¢t nhét, phuc vu cho muc dich cua han, ¢6 & 1a giam sat an ninh tai Co quan
An ninh quéc gia.

Mot tiéng sau, khi ca hai da thoa min, hin mic do va hat thude, trong khi c6 4 budc vao phong
tam. Han biét c6 & dang ap dung cach hin dang 1am dé tranh bi theo ddi, va c6 khi NSA ciing ¢6 nhiéu
nhan vién khéng kiém tra xué. Va co ta ciing khéo 160 biét cach tranh dé ngudi khac cha ¥ dén minh,
va do la 1y do hén dao tao ¢d ta cho ké hoach ctia minh. VA vi ca hai van doc than, cho nén néu cudc
hen ho ndy bi phat giac, nguoi ta cling chi ding lai ¢ viéc két luan rang d6 1a mbi quan hé tinh dyc
gitta hai ngudi 16n tu nguyén, tinh ¢ cung lam viée cho lién bang, va diéu d6 hoan toan hop phap &
MgF.

Tiéng nude chay trong nha tam dung lai, han god ctra nha tdm, ré1 giap a ra khoi bon tam, dua tay
bop lay bo vai tran cua 4, 161 hon mot cai rd kéu.

A thi thAm vao tai hin, “Em yéu anh.”



Hin n6i lang, “Hay 13 yéu tién ctia anh?”

A ciing khong vira, “Ca anh va tién,” tay a lan xudng bén dudi, va ép sat han.
“Mot 1an 1a d roi,” han Ién tiéng, “Anh dau con trai tré d61 muoi nita.”

Om chit bo vai lyc ludng ctia han, 4 tiép 101, “Anh dinh ltra em ddy 4, anh yéu.”
“Luc khic di,” hin néi.

“Anh a, minh tiép tuc di anh,” 4 thdi vao tai hin, “em mudn dau dén nhu lac nay.”
“Anh dau biét lam cach khéc.”

A déy hén vao tuong, “Lay Chua, anh goi tinh qua,” & rén ri.

“Ai cling bao thé.”

Hin c6 x0 4 ra, nhung & van bam theo. “Tién chuyén ding theo thdi han chir?” & hoi giita nhitng
hoi thd hon hén.

“Anh co6 1a em co thoi, bé yéu a.”
Pung thé, ngu ngdc that, tit ca chi vi tién thoi.

Trong khi 4 tiép tuc phan tim tap, hin quay tr& vé phong, bat dén, v6i 1ay chiée vi dé trén ti va
khéo 1éo 1dy mot may quay phim nho ra khoi ngin trong cing cua vi. Han lay thé nhé 20 Gb ra khoi
khe may va dung mong tay khéu nhe nip nhya den ctia dau doc thé. Hin nhin chim chim vao cai tha
nho xiu kia mot 14t, du ti hon, né lai dang gi4 it nhat 1a mot triéu d6la, ma c6 khi con hon thé, ddi vai
mot tén ndo d6 ¢ ving Trung Pong, ké khong ua gi nudc My, ké ranh vé nhitng ké hoach chét choc va
phé hoai danh cho ai chéng ddi han.

Thong tin luu trén nﬂéng nhwa mau den s& 1am cudc chién tré vé vi thé can bé‘mg, it nhit 1a trong
mot thoi gian, cho dén khi NSA phét giac ra viéc hé thong theo ddi ctia minh d c6 vai sy dan xép nho.
Thé rdi, ho s& thay ddi né, con Seagraves thi nhan dugc mot ct dién thoai, hén lai goi dién. Va chi vai
ngay sau, hén s& lai dén nha tro, 6m siét nguo1 dep, boc mot nﬂéng nhwa khéc, va lai c6 mot sd tién
tam chit s6 14n nita. Cong vi€c s€ duoc lap lai, va tiép tuc cho dén luc NSA danh hoi ra mui gian di€p
dau d6. Han s& ngung hoat dong tai NSA, trong mot thoi gian, vi cac quan chire thudng co tri nhd kém.
Trong ltc d0, hin lai theo dudi nhitng muyc tiéu khac. Lic ndo ma chang day ra day.

Hin dung mot miéng keo cao su dan thé nhé chira thong tin vé hé théng giam sat ciia NSA vao
phia trong rang ham trugec. Rdi bude vao phong dau tién, tim dén ta quén 40, & do da treo san mot bod
trang phuc khac. Han tim tap, thay do, roi roi nha nghi, di b vai day phd, sau d6 nhay lén xe buyt,
dén cira hang thué xe hoi, thoa thuan, va lai xe vé nha.

Han mit mot tiéng dé 14y dir liéu ra khoi miéng thé nho xiu, va mét thém mot tiéng nira tong hop
dir liéu dé chuyén di. Vi la mot di€p vién cho nén Seagraves hoan toan quen thuoc vd1 mat ma va lich
st cua chung néi chung. Trong tho1 hién dai nay, may vi tinh khoa ma va giai ma ty dong, trong do



nhirng hé théng bao mat an toan nhat str dung cac diy s6 hang tram, tham chi dén hang nghin chir sé -
c6 khi con dai hon ca nhitng dong tin nhin dugc mi khoa nira. It nhit dé giai md khoa manh nhét can
dén mot may vi tinh tinh vi va c¢6 khi hang nghin, dén hang triéu nam. Piéu d6 xay ra vi nhitng nha giai
ma duong dai cho riang nhitng doan tin mi khoa c6 thé bi 14y cho nén ho tao ra nhitng hé théng giai ma
cho tinh huéng trén, vGi cau than cha ré‘mg: ban c6 thé nhan duoc chung, nhung chic chén rﬁng ban
khong doc dugc chung.

Seagraves lai chon mot cach viét mat ma co dién, véi cach nay, qua viéc truyén thong t1n, s€ la
mot thach thirc 16n, kho pha vé hon cho ca nhu’ng chuyén gia xuét sic, trang bi may tinh manh nhét, chi
vi mQt nguyén ly don gian: Néu ban khong thé nhan duoc tin, ban chang c6 co hdi nao doc duoc nod ca.
Diu sao thi nhitng cach xua ciing ¢6 gié tri cia nd, hin trim ngdm. Pay han 12 mot bai hoc ma cac gidi
chitc tai NSA can biét.

Sau khi han xong viéc, con budn ngu ap dén, nhung trude khi nham mat, han con kip nghi dén lan
hanh dong ké tiép, va thé 1a “bg suu tap” cua han lai c6 thém mot myuc mai.

Tré lai voi tap 1éu clia minh, Stone lap tirc tuong thuat lai cho cac ban nghe vé chuyén tham
thinh. Khi ong nhic dén 16p chit “5 nghin ppm” an bén trong trén than try, Milton 1ap tirc nhay vao
chiéc may tinh x4ch tay, va tim dén kho thong tin Iuru trit trén may. Poi cho Stone ndi xong, Milton méi
tiép, “Chat CO, khong dugc sur dung ¢ nhitng no1 chat hep do n6 ¢o thé gdy ngdp thd cho ngudi, vi nd
lay di nhitng hop chit 6xy trong khong khi dé dap tat ltra. Néu str dung ¢ lidu 5 nghin trén hang triéu,
no6 s& gay chét ngudi; anh ta s& chét ngdp ngay khi anh ta c6 thé thoat ra ngoai. Va chét theo cach d6
chang d& dang ti nao.”

Annabelle 1am dong tac ho, dimg day r61 dén ctra s6 nhin ra ngoai.
Stone n61 nhanh, nhin c6 ta véi vé quan tam, “To61 doan rang nd cling co6 tac dung lam lanh nira.”

Van nhin vao man hinh, Milton gt dau, “V&i hé théng ap suit cao, sé co phun tuyét khé. Ho goi
l1a hi€u g tuy€t vi nd nhanh chéng tan nhi¢t, giam nhanh nhiét d§ xung quanh va gitip ngan ngura su
phéat tdn cta ngon ltra. Dudi nhiét d thong thudng, tuyét tan ra va khong dé lai dau vét gi ca.”

Stone néi thém, “Vao lic Caleb va DeHaven dugc tim thy trong phong, c6 1& nong do CO, di
trd lai binh thudng, va ngudi ta co thé hiéu 1am phong sach lac ndo ciing c6 cam giac lanh lanh nhu
Véy-”

“Nhung néu DeHaven bj chét ngat boi khi CO,, thi sao lai khong duoc nhic dén trong ban kham
nghiém tir thi?”” Reuben thic mic.



Trong lac ho néi chuyén, tay cta Milton tiép tuc luét trén ban phim, “Khong nhat thiét vi d6 1a
thOng tin tO1 ta1 tr trang web cua T chitc Giam dinh Y khoa Quéc gia. D1 nhién 1a khi bi ngd doc khi
cacbonnic, co thé s& biéu hién qua sic t6 da mau do tuoi, nhung ngd doc khi cacbon dioxyt thi lai
chang c6 biéu hién gi miy.” Van tiép tuc doc thong tin trén man hinh, Milton néi thém, “Cach duy nhat
dé phat hién ra ndng do oxy thap ¢ nguoi 1a thong qua mot cude kiém tra ndng do mau dé do luong oxy
so vo1 luong cacbon dioxyt trong mau nguoil. Nhung cudc thir nghiém nhu vay chi danh cho nhitng
ngudi con séng dé phat hién ra can tang thém luong oxy bao nhiéu. Ching ta khong kham nghiém tir thi
vi 1y do don gian 1a nguoi d6 da chét roi.”

Caleb boi thém, “Theo t6i duoc biét, sau khi ngudi ta nhan dinh rang Jonathan da chét, nguoi ta
con khong them dua Ong ay vao phong cap clru nira kia.”

Stone ndi tiép, “Ong tru voi nhin FM-200 d3 bi chuyén di 13 6ng ma t6i mudn dé cap dén vi
nhitng 1y do trén.”

Reuben thac mac, “T61 van chua hiéu y anh 1am.”

“Thu vién dang bo di cai hé théng Halon va néu toi khong 1am thi ho da cho mang vao mét tru
day nhirng chat cacbon chét nguo1 nhung lai khéo 1€o sir dung nhitng t€n nhan khac, néu ho khong nhap
lai nhitng hgp chat Halon kia, thi c6 1€ nguoi ta da nghi ngo r61.”

“Pung vy, ho phai mang vao chat khi ho sé& thay thé, d6 1a chat FM-200,” Caleb phy hoa thém.
“Va ho da 1am viéc do to1 nay, thao g& hang loat tru chira chat khi Halon. Néu ching ta khong c6 ¢ do,
chac chang ai biét viéc nay dau nhi.”

Stone gat dau, “Toi tin réng tru ndi v4i hé théng 6ng dan t6i nay chira déy chat Halon, cai tru
rOng tirg chira khi cacbonnic chic han da dugc thao ra khoi dng din ngay sau khi nd duge mo ra. Gia
du nhu canh sat dén kiém tra, ho ciing chang tim dugc diéu gi bat thudng ca, ma ho cling dau thé xét
tirng tru khi dugc, cho du o di nita, ho s& giri cai tru d6 vé Cong ty Ctru hoa. Toi khong tin rang ho s&
tim dugc dap an chinh xac vi ké nio dang dao dién vu ndy chic cling 1am trong cong ty d6.”

“Vu an mang hoan hao,” Annabelle n6i cirng khi c6 ta quay tr& lai ngo1. “Cau hoi 1a tai sao, tai
sao lai co nguot giét hai Jonathan mot cach da man dén vay?”

“Piéu ndy phai quay tré lai tén Cornelius Behan,” Stone dap, “bay glo chiing ta biét vé cai ong
chira chit cacbonnic gy ra céi chét cho DeHaven da dugc thay bang chit Halon. Chiing ta cling biét
rang Cong ty Chira chay do Behan lam chu, ga d6 chic ciing c6 thé 1a chit muu trong vy nay. Tiép theo
sau do, gd lai xuat hién trong phong doc sach va gap Caleb, cung ngay vo1 viée thao do cac try khi ra
khoi thu vién. To1 chic rang gi dang tham thinh xem c6 ai quan tam dén nhitng cai miéng ong hay
khong, va ciing at han hai tén Behan va Bob Bradley phai c6 méi lién hé nio d6 vdi nhau.”

Reuben suy doan, “Co thé Bradley va Behan la thanh vién cia mdt nhom di€p vién dang hoat
dong tai day. Bradley dén nha Behan va Jonathan co thé tinh co nghe hodc thiy diéu gi d6 ma ong ta
khong nén. Ma ciling c6 khi 6ng ta phat hién ra manh méi c6 lién quan dén Behan trong vu 4n mang
Bradley. Behan phat hién ra va giét ong ta trudc khi DeHaven c6 thé di trinh bao dé ngudi ta tién hanh
diéu tra.”



Stone dong tinh, “Piéu d6 hoan toan c6 kha ning. Bay gi ching ta c6 nhiéu manh moi hon va
can phai chia viéc ra. Caleb, sang sém mai anh phai vao phong sach va kiém tra phia sau tim luéi cua
hé théng diéu hoa xem c6 ddu vét gi ciia may quay phim gin & d6 khong. Ké dén kiém tra hé thong
camera theo doi1 cua thu vién xem c6 ai da vao phong doc.”

“Cai gi?” giong Caleb thang thot. “Nhung tai sao chir?”

“Chinh anh 1a nguo1 dé xuat rang ké nao da giét hai Jonathan c6 quyén vao thu vién va vao
phong doc. To1 muon biét nhitng a1 da vao phong sach vai ngay trudce va sau cai chét cua DeHaven.”

“To1 khong thé vao phong truc va ra 1énh cho ho dé t6i xem cudn bang ghi hinh dugc. To61 phai
dua ra ly do nao hgp ly cha?”

“To1 s€ giup anh timra 1y do, Caleb a,” Annabelle cAt 101.

“Hay that,” Reuben 1am bam. “Pau tién 1a lugt choi ctia chi em Milton, uly dén anh Caleb. Con
minh thi sao nhi? Chac khong dau.”

Stone no1 tiép, “Reuben, t061 nho anh go1 mot cudc dién thoai nac danh dén canh sat tha do va tiét
16 d6i chut vé xilanh khi cacbonnic d6. Dung dién thoai thé dé ho khong 1an ra dau vét ciia cudc dién
thoai. T6i khong chic ho c6 nghi day 1a chuyén nghiém tic hay khong, néu co, khi ho dén noi moi thu
da qua mudn. Nhung chung ta phai thir thoi.”

Caleb thic mac thém, “Nhung liéu diéu d6 c6 1am cho vai ngudi nghi chung ta dang chdng lai
ho khong?”

“Ciing c6 thé,” Stone tram ngam. “Nhung vao tai thoi diém nay d6 1a bang chimg duy nhat chiing
ta tim thay dugc trong vu giét hai DeHaven. Sau do, t61 mudn anh tién hanh theo dd1 va quan sat con
duong Fellow Street, ngay trong dém nay nhe.”

“Chd do6 dau co thuin tién cho viéc theo ddi dau, Oliver. Toi an minh & dau day?”

“Caleb s€ dua cho anh chia khoa va ma s6 m¢ cura vao nha DeHaven. Anh c6 thé di vao tir ngd
sau va s€ chang a1 bat gap dau.”

Milton 1én tiéng, “Thé con toi, toi lam gi?”

“Nhiém vy ctia anh 14 tim ra thong tin cang nhiéu cang t6t vé moi lién hé giira ngudi qua cb Bob
Bradley va tén Cornelius Behan. Ghi nh¢d 1a khong bo so6t mot chi tiet nao du 1a nho nhat nhé.”

Annabelle n6i thém, “Thé con 6ng, 6ng tinh 1am gi ha Oliver?”
“Té1i tiép tuc suy nghi.”

Khi nhirng ngudi khac luc tuc kéo di, Annabelle keo Caleb vé mot phia va hoi, “Ong tin tudng
nguo1 ban Oliver cua minh bao nhi€u vay?”

Caleb nghiém nghi, “To1 s€ tin anh éy ca do1, ma hién tai cling luon nhu thé.”



“Phai cong nhan rang 6ng ay biét minh dang lam gi.”

“Pung vay,” Caleb to vé trung thanh. “Bay gio c¢6 bao ¢ s& gitip toi tim cach 1dy dugc cudn
bang ghi hinh ¢ cho bao v€. Cach nao day nhi?”

“To1 s€ bao cho 6ng biét dau tién khi to1 nghi ra.”
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Vio ltuc 10 gio 15 phat, gior dia phwong, bang New Jersey ching kién mot tran déng dat 1an dau
tién trong lich su. Tam dia chin nim & thanh phé Anlantic, phé Boardwalk - noi dét tru s¢ cua song
bai Pompeii. Lic dau, Jerry Bagger chi buc bdi chat it, nhung sy thinh nd va con gian cang ting khi s6
tién bon muoi tam triéu dola khéng dén ngay tai thoi diém 10 gio. Khi d3 qua 10 gio, dén lac hin
duoc bao réng o su rac roi vé vu tién bac thi nhirng tén can vé cua hén bat dau lang tranh khi hdn dén
gr?m. Chi nam phut sau, thi vi vua song bac duoc nhan vién trinh bdo su viéc tir phia El Banco réng
khong chi tdm triéu dola tién 13i vudng rac rbi ma ngay ca so tién goc 1a bon muoi triéu ddla ciing
bién mat tim, va ngAn hang chura bao gio nhan duoc sd tién trén ca.

Viéc dau tién Bagger lam la mudn tha tiéu ludn ké dua tin. Con thinh nd cta hin that minh liét
va khong thé nao kiém ché ndi, c6 thé hin di nhiy x6 vao giét luén nhan vién d6 néu nhu dam cin vé
khong kéo hdn ra, va nan ni hin réng co thé sy viéc s& lam hin vuong rac roi thém. Viéc ké dén
Bagger 1am 1a nhay dén dién thoai va de doa dap chuyén bay sdm nhit dén El Banco, dén noi hin s&
x¢é xac ting ngudi mot. Tay chu tich ngin hang cling khong vira gi, gi thach han dén, vi g tu tin vao
d61 ngii chuyén nghiép véi vii khi ti tin va xe ting bao vé xung quanh toa nha.

That ra ho cling da gui cho hdn ban ké toan xac nhén ba lan chuyén tién da duoc nhan, ca bang
hién thi rang so tién quy tr mot tai khoan khac duoc 1énh chuyén khoan vao tai khoan ky thac cua han,
dong nghia véi so tién 1ai mudi phan trdm trong vong chi hai ngay. Ca ba lan chuyén khoan, 1an nao
han cling nhan duogc tién 13i, tuy vay, lan chuyén tién thir tu lai khong xay ra. Khi van phong dién
chuyén khoan ngan hang ctia hin dugc kiém tra k¥ ludng thi mdi phat hién ra rang da khong c6 ma ay
quyén hoan chinh tir ngin hang, dé phat hién ra sai sot, moi nguoi phai tién hanh viéc kiém tra tirng chi
tiet.

Khi nhan duoc tin, Bagger 14p tirc nhao dén tdn cong tay trudng phong bat hanh bang chiéc ghé
ngay trong phong tén nay. Hai tiéng sau d6, sau khi d3 tiép tuc diéu tra toan dién, su viéc dugc sang to
rang, mot phin mém gian diép tinh vi d3 xAm nhap vao hé thdng dién chuyén khoan cta song bai cho
phép mot nhan 6 thir ba diéu khién n6. Khi biét diéu nay, Bagger ra 1énh mang mot khau stng luc va
triéu tip tay trudong phong thong tin dén gip. Tuy vay, tay ndy khon ngoan chay tron trudc, va bi ngudi
ctia Bagger tom gon tai Trenton. Sau cudc diéu tra ma khién CIA ciing phai tron mat kinh ngac, da cho
thay ngudi dan 6ng khéng o lién quan dén 4m nuru chi 14 mot nan nhin cua trd 1ira bip ma thoi. Phan
thuéng ma Bagger danh cho anh ta 1a mot vién dan xuyén vao dau, va thu pham khong ai khac ciing
chinh 14 Bagger. Xac ctia nguoi dan 6ng xdu sd duoc thdy xudng mot bai rac gan do, du vay, sau khi
giét hai khong nrong tay, con thinh nd cua Bagger ciing khong tai nao thuyén giam.

“Tao s& giét con quy cai do, chiing may c6 nghe khong,” Bagger nhoai ngudi ra cira s clia vin
phong trén cao cua han, la 16n xuong phia bén dudi, noi dong nguo1 dang tap nap xudi ngugc trén pho
Boardwalk. Han quay ngoat lai ban, m¢ ti 1ay ra tam danh thiép, trén d6 la hang chir, c6 Pamela



Young, Cong ty Quan 1y Qudc té. Han nghién rang xé tam danh thiép thanh tirng miéng nho va nhin nhu
dién dai vao tay doi trudong doi vé si. “Tao mudn giét ngudi, tao mudn giét dra ndo d6 ngay lap tuc,
me k16p.

“Ong chii 01, xin dng b4t gian, ching ta phai kim xudng thoi. Tay nhan vién chuyén tién dang nam
trong bénh vién cung voi cac tén vo dung khac. Ong vira méi khir xong thang khén ki thuat, vay la
ngiy hom nay ciing khéi thir da xay ra. Tén luat su c6 noi kho ma tranh canh sat ngiri mui vu nay day.”

“Tao phai timra con quy do,” Bagger ham he, quay lai phia ctra s6. “Tao phai tim ra no, va hanh
ha n6 chét dan chét mon.”

“Chua s€ chirng giam cho ong, thua 6ng,” tén v¢ si co bap hua theo.

“Tién cua tao, bon muoi triéu dola cua tao!” giong han nhu dién nhu dai lam tén vé si vo1 va
quay sang hudng ctra chinh.

“Chiing t6i s& tim ra no, i thé ddy, thua 6ng.”

Cudi cung roi Bagger ciling tim lai chat binh tinh, “Tao mudn bang moi cach may c6 thé tim ra
con quy cai d6, va thiang khon di chung v6i nd. Moi hinh n6 ra tir ci dam may quay va di vong quanh,
kiém cho ra tén tudi ctia n6. N6 khong thudc dang lira dao, lang thang dau duong x6 cho dau. Ngoai ra,
tim vai thing canh sat c6 quan hé voi ching ta di vao phong nd, do cho ra dau vén tay né dé lai, goi
hét nhitng thang chiing ta c6 quan hé t6t day nhé.”

“Vang, thua 6ng chu,” t€n vé si bat dau lao ra ngoai.

“Dg1 da!” Bagger goi v6i theo. Tén vé si e de quay lai, “Khong ai duoc biét chuyén tao b1 ltra
nhé, may hiéu khong? Jerry Bagger khong phai 1a myc tiéu dam ti€éu dau. May c6 hiéu khong?”

“R0 thua Ong, rat ro.”
RO1 han bién ra ngoai.

Bagger ng01 Xuong ban 1am viéc, nhin nhitng méanh vyn tir tim danh thiép cia Annabelle nam rai
rac trén tham. 4 sé giong nhw vdy, han nghi bung, sau khi minh xir dep a.
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“Anh ban Albert ctia ti hom nay c6 vé phan khich la thuong nhi,” Seagraves 1én tiéng trong ltic
ngo1 nham nhap ca phé trong van phong cua Trent tai dién Capitol.

. \ 14 /4 r N 4 ~ \ \ ~ f@ 92 Vo r 2 /(
“Thi trudong chirng khoan c6 mét ¢t ngoan muc hom qua, ky nay quy huu tri cua to1 cO ve am
hon rdi.”

Seagraves thay mot tap ho so 1én ban, “Tin tot day. Con day 1a thong tin m&i nhét tir CIA. Chang
ta co hai cap cao hon, dua ra ban hudng dan chi tiét hon. Cac anh phai mat ca tuan nhai ban bdo céo
day, ro1 ching ta s€ 1€n ké hoach gap mat truc ti€p sau.”

Trent nhin vao xap gidy va gt dau, “Toi s& kiém tra thoi gian biéu ciia cac thanh vién va bao
anh biét ngay gio cu thé. Co gi dang ké trong day khong?”

“Anh tu doc léy di.”
“Khong phai lo dau, t6i ltc ndo cling tyr 1am day thoi.”

Trent s& mang nhitng to gidy ndy vé nha, va mot thoi gian sau hin ta s& c¢6 nhitng thong tin mat
can thiét da danh cap dugc tr NSA chuyén qua budc ke ti€p.

Phia bén ngoai, Seagraves nhay xudng ting bac tam cip ctia dién Capitol, cir suy nghi rang
nhitng tay gian diép néu chi quang do6 trong cong vién va dén nhan tién mat hodc ngay tai vi tri giao
hang, hodc tai mét hop thu buu dién, thi cd hai no1 déu dé dang bi tom gon nhu choi. Seagraves lac

5 : U : : : : 23
dau. Khong bao gio minh dé bi ro1 vao truong hop cua ga di¢p vién nhi trung Aldrich Ames[_] ca,

két thuc bi tham noi bdn vach twong cua CIA, cling nhu vai gd bu nhin v6i tu cach 1a diép vién. La
mot sat thu cia chinh phu, han sau sat tirng chi ti€t nho, con khi la di€p vién, han chang thay co6 1y do gi
ma lai phai thay d6i1 M.O. ctia minh ca.

Hién tai Seagraves dang dién dau véi mot chi tiét nho. Gian di¢p nhi trung cua hén tai Cong ty
Ctru hoa vira thong bao vai tin chang c6 vé kha quan lim. D6 14 thong tin vé hai gi nao d6 bi bat qua
tang khi dang do tham gin khu vuc kho hang t6i qua, va hai gi cém ngu ngo d3 giao ching cho FBL
Chi c6 diéu khi Seagraves kiém tra vai tay than quen lam viéc trong FBI vé& thong tin ndy thi ho cho
biét khéng hé c6 vu bit bd ndo. Ngoai ra, ngudi bao tin ctia hin ciing cho biét viéc dam com co nhin
thdy mot gi dang cb thoat khoi hién truong, 1a manh san tai cong ty. Tén ndy sau d6 dugc bao 1a nhay
1én mot chiée xe cii k¥, hiéu Nova. Viéc miéu ta ca nguoi 1ai 1an chiéc xe khién Seagraves hinh dung
ra ngay mot khuén mit, cho du han chua gip ngudi nay 1an nao. Han quyét dinh ngay 14p tirc rang, day
13 luc t6t nhit dé khic phuc tinh hinh. Trong thé gii im hiéu su viéc cua hin, ching ai c6 thé doan
duoc rang liéu mat doi mit co trd nén hiru dung sau ndy hay khong.



Caleb dén chd 1am sém va théy Kevin Philips, tay giam dbc, dang m¢ ctra phong doc. Ho thao
ludn d6i chut vé Jonathon va nhirng du 4n dang duoc trién khai tai thu vién. Caleb hoi Philips liéu ong
ta c6 biét thong tin ndo vé nhitng hé théng chita chay duoc l1ap dat moi hay khong, nhung Philips c6 vé
khong biét chuyén nay. “To6i khong chic dng ban Jonathan biét chuyén ndy d4u,” Philips nhin xét, “Toi
con nghi ngd rang co khi ong ta khong biét khi gas nao dang sap duoc st dung day.”

“T6i hoan toan tan thanh ¥ kién nay,” Caleb thi tham.

Sau khi Philips rdi khéi, va trude khi ¢6 nguoi khac xuét hién, Caleb di nhanh dén ban lam viée
clia minh va ldy ra mdt cai tua-vit va dén pin nho xiu. Quay lung vé phia camera theo ddi, 6ng bo
nhitng thir trén vao tii va di vao phong sach. Nhanh chong dén tang thugng, ong dirng lai ngay 15 thong
gi6, ong tranh khong nhin lai noi dong nghiép bi sat hai. Ong dung tua-vit mé 16 thong gid, cam thay c6
chat hao hing khi nhitng con d¢ dugce thao bung ra mot cach dé dang, cir nhu 13 d3 co ai timg thio
ching ra trudc d6 vay. Ong dit cai thong gid xudng gan ké sach, va chiéu dén vao khoang tréng bén
trong. Luc du, ong chang thiy diéu gi bat thudng ca, nhung khi chiéu dén xung quanh 1an thtr ba, ong
chot phat hién ra mot 16 d¢ vit ngay phan tuong phia sau dng dan. Chic d6 1a noi chiéc camera quan
sat duoc gan vao. Ong d& tAm thong gié 1én va ghé mat nhin qua nd, qua that tir vi tri gan ¢ va phan
ludi sit bi bé cong, camera cO mQt goc quan sat ro vi tri cua can phong.

Caleb gin tam ludi ddy 15 thong gi6 lai va ra khoi phong, ong g01 dién thoai cho Stone va ké lai
nhirng diéu minh d4 thiy. Ngay khi 6ng chuan bi 1am viéc thi c6 nguoi tién vao.

“Chao Monty, 6ng mang theo gi thé?”

Monty Chambers, chuyén gia bao quan sach ky cuu nhat ciia thu vién dang ding trudc ban lam
viéc, mang theo vai thir. Ong ta van deo chiéc tap dé mau xanh 14 cay quen thudc, con tay ao thi dugc
Xan cao.

“Quyén Gido Iy (Doctrina) va quyén Sach bé tii ciia ngai Twong qudn (Constable’s Pocket-
book),” dng ngan gon.

“Chac ong dang ban ron 1am nhi. Toi chang biét ti gi vé viéc quyén Gido Iy dugc mang ra bao
quan day. Quyén Gido Iy do Ptrc giam muyc cua Mé-hi-co, tén 1a Juan de Zumarraga viét va dugc phat
hanh nam 1544, luon duoc danh gia 12 quyén sach hoan chinh nhat trdi Au van con ton tai dén ngay
nay. Con quyén Sdch bé tiii ciia ngai Twéng qudn dugc xuat ban vao nim 1710 nhi.”

“Kevin Philips dit sach ddy,” Chambers tra 101, “cach diy ba thang, quyén Sdch bé tii ciia
ngai Tudng qudan cling the, chuyén nho ay ma, to1 lai thém khoi viéc dé lam day. Thé anh vao phong



sach hay la t61?”

“Sao co? A, dé t6i mang vao cho. Cam on nhé!” Caleb can thin nhan 13y nhitng quyén sach da
dugc go1 k¥ ludng tir nguo1 dong nghiép va dé ching 1én ban lam viéc. Ong rang khong nghi dén viéc
ong dang giir trong tay hai quyén sach c6 dang gia ca gia tai trong lich st thé gioi.

“T6i s& chdm chat miy quyén cua tac gia Faulkner anh di nho ngay théi. Hoi khé khin chut, vi
bi dinh nudc.”

“Vang, cam on 6ng, 4, Monty ndy,” Caleb 1én tiéng khi thdy Chambers dom budc di.
Chambers quay lai, giong mét kién nhdn, “C6 viéc a?”

“Thé ong da kiém tra nhitng ban sao ctia quyén Thdnh ca chua?” Caleb di bi 4c mong mdi khi
nghi dén viéc minh da chiém doat nhirng quyén sach hiém do6 khoéi tay Chambers, va y nghi d6 da bién
thanh cau ho1 hot vung vé trén.

Chambers c6 vé nghi ngai, “Quyén Thanh ca a? Sao anh lai hoi vay? Co chuyén gi sao?”
“Khong, nao co, chi vi lau to1 cling khong thay. Hang nam tro1 day.”

“T6i ciing thé. Anh dau thé nio budc vao phong va kiém tra quyén d6 dugc dau. N6 nam trong
nhirng gid luu trir dac biét cua khu goi 1a Tai san Quoc gia ma.”

Caleb gat dau, ong co quyén xem xét bat ky quyén sach nao trong thu vién, nhung nhitng quyén
dai loai nhu quyén Thdnh ca trén duge xem 13 “tai san qudc gia”, va 1a phan s& hitu quan trong nhét
ctia thu vién, cho nén ching dugc danh sé va cat gitr trong nhitng khu dic biét. Trong trudng hop chién
tranh, hay thién tai, chiing s& nhanh chong dugc di roi dén nhitng noi an toan dé doi sau c6 thé tiép tuc
dugc chi€ém ngudng.

Chambers van huyén thuyén, “T6i dd bao ho tir rat 1au rang ching ta phai stra cai bia, cai thién
gay sach - di nhién 1a co thé tra lai tinh trang ban dau - nhung ma ho chang néi ning gi. Ciing chang
hiéu tai sao, nhung néu ho khong 1am gi, c6 khi miy quyén ddy chang ton tai dugc bao 1au nita. Sao
anh khong bao cho ho biét?”

“To1 s€ bao, cadm on Monty” Sau khi Chambers di khoi, Caleb ngéi thir ra va tu hoi budc ké
tlep s€ lam gi. Lo nhu quyen Thanh ca 4y da bién mat? Lay Chua, dleu do khong the Xay ra. Ong
chang nhin thdy quyén sach 4y it nhat la ba nam. Va chic chin no g10ng mot trong s6 nhitng quyén
trong bo suu tip ctia Jonathon qué cd. Sau trong sé mudi mot ban quyén Thdnh ca van con dang dé va
trong tinh trang huy hoai khac nhau. Va bd suu tap cua Jonathan lai 1a bd hoan chinh, cho du ciing
trong tinh trang hu hai khong kém gi cua thu vién. Cach duy nhat dé kiém ching d6 1a truc tiép kiém
tra bd sach Thanh ca tai thu vién. Kevin Philips c6 thé s& cho anh lam diéu d6, anh s& timra vai 1y do
chinh déng, c6 thé 12 néu ra quan diém Monty da phan nan. Chic sé& duoc.

Ong dé nhitng quyén sach ma Monty d3 mang dén 1én ké dang vi tri cua ching sau khi di quét
vao hé thong, roi goi dién cho Philips. Cho du giong ong ta c6 vé boi roi, ong ta van cho phép ong tién
hanh kiém tra. Vi 1y do an toan, va tranh b1 budc to1 gop phan huy hoai thém nhiing quyén sach quy do,



Caleb di cung mot nhan vién khac trong thu vién. Sau khi da kiém tra sach, Caleb c6 thé chimg thuc
rang nhitng gi Chambers noéi 1a ding. C6 vé nhu ngu0'1 ta chua dong dén viéc bao quan no gi ca. Tuy
vay, 6ng khong thé khang dinh liéu d6 c6 phai 1a quyén ong da timg thiy ba nim veé trudc, vi sy gidng
nhau twong tu nhu quyén sach trong bo suu tap cua Jonathan. Gia du nhu bang cach nao do Jonathan
d3 trao d6i quyén sach quy bang mot quyén gia mao, thi 4t hin quyén 6ng ting thdy ba nim vé trudc
cling khong phai 12 quyén that.

Poi dd, ngoc thdt. Caleb nghi bung. Thu vién sir dung mat mi ddi v6i nhitng quyén sach quy
nhu vay, va ching nam trén cting mot trang cho phép thé hién so hitu ciia thu vién. Ong 14t dén trang d6
va quét qua may. Pung 13 c6 ky hiéu that! Nhung ong thd phao khi biét rang ky hiéu chi c¢6 tac dung
trong thoi gian ngan ma thoi. Co thé né ciing bi 1am gia, nhat 13 khi vao tay mot ngudi giéng Jonathan.
Thé con quyén Thdnh ca trong bd suu tip cta Jonathan, liéu cling ¢6 ky hiéu twong tu? Ong phai kiém
tra m&i dugce. Va néu do 1a sy that, lidu co chirng minh réng Jonathan da an cép sach khoi thu vién. Va
lac d6 ong s& 1am gi? Ong nguyén rua cai ngiy ma ong da chon Jonathan 1am nguoi phu trach tic pham
chua in. 761 tuong ong thich toi chir, Jonathan.

Ong danh thoi gian sudt budi chiéu v4i vai 101 yéu cau ctia nhitng nha hoc gia, mot nha swu tip
va nghe vai cu dién thoai quoc té tur cac truong dai hoc ¢ Anh va Thuy S§ cling nhu gitip d& nhiing
ban doc trung thanh cta thu vién.

Ca ba 130 Jewell English va 6ng Norman Janklow déu dén thu vién ngay hom d6. Du ho trac
tudi nhau va déu c6 sé thich suu tap sach, ho chéng bao gio tro chuyén vo1 nhau, ma thdm chi ho con
tranh gap nhau. Caleb biét dugc nguyén nhan cua sy thu hin nay, va do cling la mdt ky niém budn trong
su nghiép ctia 6ng. S6 13 c6 mot 1an English thé hién niém dam mé cta minh vé nhirng tiéu thuyét ré
tién ctia Beadle cho Janklow nghe. Va thai d6 ctia ong 130, theo cach nao do, ching c6 vé dugc mong
do1, theo nhu nhitng gi Caleb con nhé lai, “Beadle 1a tén khac gi tén ban dao, ré tién, va noi chuyén
chi rac ru6i cho dam cén ba, ngu Xuin cung dia vi nhu hén.”

Va hoan toan dé hiéu véi cach ba 140 Jewell English tiép nhan 11 chi trich niém dam mé ctia
cudc doi minh, ba 130 cling khong vira gi, thé 13, ba tra dila bang cich tn cong tic gia yéu thich nhat
ctia cy Janklow. Theo ba, tac gia Hemingway, cho du c6 cb gang hét mirc di ching nita ciing chi mot
nha viét vin hang xoang vdi ngdn ngit van chuong don diéu ctia minh. Ba 140 con nhin manh ring viéc
mot tac gia nhu vy ma dat giai Nobel vin chuong chi 1am ha thip gia tri ctia chinh giai thudng trong
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long ba. Cay cu hon, ba con khang khang rang vdn Hemingway chang hay bang F.Scott Fitzgerald
va ba con boi thém phan nhan xét ciia minh khi cho rang nguoi thg sdn va ngu 6ng Ernest Hermingway
day nam tinh kia chi 14 vo boc cho ban chat mé trai tré, cang tré cang tot ctia nha van.

Caleb van con nhd nhu in khuén mit d6 nhu gic vi gian dit ctia cu ong Janklow, va ngay tai lac
d6, ong cir nghi 6ng 130 sap dut gin mau tai chd. Va do ciing 1a 1an dau tién va duy nhat trong su
nghiép ctia minh Caleb phai x6ng vao can thiép hai khach tai phong doc, cho du ca hai déu & tudi that
thap. Lan d6, c6 thé dé dang nhan thay hai 6ng ba tir dau khau sip stra lao vao dau tay chan, dén ndi
Caleb phai nhanh chong don sach dam sach quy trén ban doc, tranh dé ching bi xem 1a vii khi. Ong
nhic cho ho nhd vé cach cu xir lich sy trong phong doc va tham chi con de sé& hiy bé quyén loi thanh
vién cua ho néu ho khong biét kém ché. Cy ong Janklow ltc d6 cd ging thoat khoi canh tay cuia ong,



nhung 6ng van “virng nhur thach”, rd rang 12 6ng hoan toan c6 thé khong ché ong cu gia xom kia.

Tro lai vo1 hién tai, 1au lau 6ng lai ngéng dau 1én quan sat phong doc dé chic chin réng cudc
dau khau nhu 1an trude s& khong xay ra nita. Khong nhu nhitng gi ong dang suy nghi, cu ong Janklow
van dang chim chu doc sach, bén canh 13 quyén s6 ghi chil va cy but chi nho, thi thoang 6ng cu lai
ngung doc dé thio mit kinh day com rava lau cho rd. Con ba lao Jewell English dan chat mét vao
quyén sach cua minh, thinh linh, ba ngang 1én va bat gap anh mét ciia ong, ba dong quyén sach lai va ra
hiéu cho dng dén gan.

Khi 6ng ngdi xuéng bén canh ba, ba thi tham, “Anh van con nhd quyén sach cia Beadle bira
trudce to1 co ké anh nghe chr?”

“Vang, c6 phai quyén hay s6 mot khong?”

“T6i 3 mua duoc roi,” ba ta khé vo tay reo mirng.

“Chac mirng ba, tuyét qua. Sach van con trong tinh trang tot phai khong a?”

“Ciing may 1a thé, néu khong toi da nhd anh rdi. Y t6i 13, du sao anh cling 1a chuyén gia ma.”

“Cam on,” Caleb khiém ton. Ban tay xuong xau cua ba chgt nam tay ong, cai nam chit dén kinh
ngac.

“Theé anh c6 mudn 1ic nao d6 dén xem sach khong?”

Ong khéo 1éo vuon ngudi ra khoi cai nam tay cta ba, nhung ba van khong budng ra, “Da, toi
phai xem lai lich lam viéc. To1 s€ bdo cho ba biét khi ba dén thu vién lan t61, ba ctir hen ngay nao cu
the, to1 s€ sap xep!”

Giong ba mo1 goi, “Caleb a, lac nao ma t61 chang ranh.” Ba chdp chdp doi 16ng mi gia vé phia
Caleb.

“Piéu d6 that tuyét,” ong lai cd van tay minh ra khoi tay ba 130, nhung ba van nim chit.
“Vay bay gio minh hen ngay luén nhé,” giong ba ta nhe nhang.

Trong ltc kho xtr, ong nhin vé phia cu dng Janklow, ltc ndy cling bat dau quan sat ho. Chinh ong
ay va ba cu Jewell nay cling dang gianh giat thoi gian cua Caleb giong nhu hai con 501 dang glanh
mleng thit bo béo bo. Dang ly g10 ndy 6ng phai dén bén canh trd chuyén véi 6ng cu, néu khong mubn
6ng Ay phan nan hang tuan vé diéu d6. Va ciing chinh vi diéu d6, Caleb chot nay ra mot y.

“Ba Jewell nay, to1 tin rang, néu ba hoi ong Norman, c6 khi ong ay ciing thich dam dao vé quyén
sach md1 cua Beadle 1am day. Chac gio ong ay cling da hoi han vé viée chi trich luc trude lam roi.”

Ba ta lap tirc budng tay Ong ra, giong git gong, “Toi chang c6 thoi gian ndi chuyén voi bon
nguo1 nguyén thuy moi rg do,” ro1 mé tui xach cho 6ng kiém tra truée khi ro1 phong.

Caleb mim cudi nhe nhdm, xoa tay va danh chut thoi gian con lai véi Janklow, tham cam on 6ng



ta vi da gitp tao diéu kién roi khoi ba cu. Sau do ong quay lai ban lam viéc.

Tuy vdy, dau 6c 6ng van lan man nghi ngoi dén nhitng chuyén d xay ra, tir quyén sach Thdnh ca
bi mat, cai chét clia Jonathan, cdi chét ctia Chu tich Ha vién, “Bob” Bradley, va cudi cung la
Cornelius, tén tai phiét giau co, ma rd rang ga am sat chinh nguoi hang x6m cua minh.

Va cudi cung ¥ nghi ctia 6ng da quay trd lai voi ban than, tré thanh thii thu chi vi 6ng ghét ap
Iuc, nhung biét dau ong lai thich hop lam cho CIA hon ching, nhat 1 nhitng luc ranh trong gio' 1am
viéc chang han.



Chuong 41

Annabelle goi mon an trong khach san, tim tip, quin minh trong chiéc khin tim to va ngdi trudc
guong chai toc. Trong Iic 1am nhitng cong viée trén, ¢6 & suy nghi mi€én man. Vay la ngay thir tu cling
d3 dén va tén Jerry Bagger at han d4 nhdn ra rang han 3 mat di bon muoi triéu dola. Pang 1y co a da
cach xa han it nhat 13 sdu nghin dim roi, nhung thuc sy o ta chi ngdi mot chuyén bay vé mién nam. Co
ta chua bao gio thit bai trong ké hoach tau thoat, va sy that thi c6 ta cling chua bao gio ¢c6 mot vu
chong cii bi giét hai nhu vy ca.

Co ta bi Oliver va Milton gay to mo va thich thti, du 6ng ban Caleb c¢6 vé hoi ddac biét chut xiu
va anh chang Reuben thi lai ngd ngd voi tinh cach nong nhiét ciia minh. Va sdu xa trong long,
Annabelle phai thira nhan riang co ta thich giao du véi nhitng ngudi c6 tinh cach 1a la nhu vay. Cho du
ban tinh thich mdt minh, ¢b ta van 1a mot phén ctia nhom, va ¢d ta can diéu do. Tir thud au tho, cho dén
luc truong thanh ¢6 ta da luén thanh 14p nhitng nhom ri€éng ctia minh. Oliver va nhitng nguo1 ban cua
ong da dap tmg dung nhu cau d6 du theo mot cach khac. Nhung ma, ¢6 ta ciing khong nén c6 mat & day.

Cb ta nging chai toc, trat khin tim va chui ngudi vao mot cai 40 so mi dai tay. Co ta dén bén
khung cira sO, nhin xudng nhirng con duong tap nip bén dudi. Dong xe cd dong dic, ndi dudi nhau,
dong ngudi hdi ha xudi nguoce trén phd, co ta hoi twong lai nhirng hanh déng cta minh: dong vai mot
nha bién tap, trg giap Oliver thdm thinh Thu vién Quéc ho1, pham td1 nghiém trong khi dam gia danh
FBI, va by gio cb ta dang sap stra tim ra ké hay gitip Caleb 1y dugc nhitng doan phim theo ddi dé
tim ra sy that vé cai chét cta Jonathan. Va néu nhitng gi Oliver suy doan la dung, thi mot ké nao do,
con nguy hiém hon ca Jerry Bagger dang chong lai ho.

Cb ta roi cira s0, ngodi xudéng giwdng va bat dau thoa kem dudng da 1én chan. “May bj dién r6i
Annabelle a,” ¢o ta tu nhil. “Tay Bagger sé& 14t tung ca thé giéi ndy dé tim ra may, vy ma bay gid miy
van ngoi day, ung dung t6n tai trong cai dat nudc quy quai nay.” Nhung co ta di hira sé gitp ho, va co
khing khing bao chita v4i chinh minh, rang co ta phai 1a mot phan cua ké hoach. “Minh c6 nén 16 dién
ma tin tudng rang vé tinh cia Bagger khong tim ra minh ¢ thu 6 D.C nay khong?” ¢ néi to. C6 ké nao
do da giét hai Jonathan, va cd ta mudn tra thu, chi vi c6 ta tirc gian khi théy ké nao do da can thié€p vao
cudc doi ong, két thic nd, trude khi né chim dut.

Cb ta chot nghi ra mot chuyén va nhin dong ho. Co ta khong biét mai thoi gian hién tai ctia g,
va ¢ ta can phai biét. C6 ta chay voi dén chiéc ban ngay goc phong, tom ldy dién thoai, nhin sb va
doi tiéng reo ctia nd mot cach thiéu kién nhin. C6 ta di dua s6 nay cho gi ta va ca dién thoai goi quic
t& dé ho co thé 1ién lac voi nhau chut it sau tro bip d6. Bét ctr ai nghe ngdéng duoc tin tirc ctia Jerry sé
béo cho ngudi con lai biét.

Cudi cung Leo cling tra 161. “Chao em.”

“Chao anh thi c6. Toi ctr nghi anh chang bat may.”



“Anh dang ¢ hd boi.”

“Hay nhi, thé chd nao trong hd boi?”

“Day ho.”

“Khong phai, ¥ t6i 13 anh dang tra ¢ dau day?”

“Khong thé cho biét. Gia du nhu Bagger dang dtng tai ddy thi sao?”

“T6i hiéu r6i. Anh con nghe dugc ai khac khong?”

“Chang c6 tin gi?”

“Thé con Bagger thi sao?”

“Khong, ma anh ciing bo tén hin ra khoi s6 dia chi r6i,” giong gi kho khdc.
“Y t6i 1a anh c6 nghe ngong duoc tinh hinh ra sao khong?”’

“Chi vai tin don. Ma ciing khong mudn tim ra sy that 1am, em biét tinh cach giét choc cua han roi

“Anh ciing hiéu rang han s& chang budng tha ching ta cho dén tan hoi thé cudi cung.”

“Vay thi ching ta cling cau nguyén cho con dau t1m ndy, anh chang mudn hin phai chiu dung qua

lau.” Leo ngung lai mdt chiit va tiép, “C6 chuyén anh can bao véi em d6 Annabelle, ma em ding noi
gian nhé.”

Cb ta ngdi thang lai, “Anh dd giy ra chuyén a?”

“Anh 15 tiét 10 v6i Freddy mot chit xiu vé tiéu sir ctia em.”
Cb ta dimg day, “It hay nhiéu vay?”

“Ho cua em, va nhitng chuyén gitra em va Paddy.”

Cb ta gao vao dién thoai, “Anh bj mat tri roi a2”

“Anh biét, anh biét, minh that 1a ngu ngdc. Chi 14 tu nhién bat ra, va anh ciing chi mudn cho hin

thdy em chang giong bd em ti ndo ca. Nhung anh khong c6 ké cho Tony biét, anh khong phai ké kho
khao.”

“Cam on anh, anh Leo, cadm on hang van lan.”

Cb ta ngit ngang cudc dién thoai va dimg gitta phong, néu Freddy biét duoc ho ctia cb ta va biét

duoc cha 6 ta 1a Paddy Conroy, ké thu truyén kiép cua Jerry Bagger, va néu nhur Jerry mo dén han, thi
han s€ khai hét. Co ta s& bi tom gon, co ta co thé hinh dung ra s6 phan cta minh. Tén Jerry d6 sé€ x¢
xac ¢0 ra, tng chat ting chat mot.



Co ta bit dau thu don hanh ly. Xin 16i anh nhé, anh Jonathan.

Khi Caleb tr¢ vé can hd cua minh vao buoi t01, 6ng da thay c6 nguoi dang cho san ¢ cho san
dau xe.

“Chao ong Pearl, ong lam gi ¢ day vao gio nay?”

Vincent Pearl nhin khong gidng gido su Dumbledore@ v6i chiéc 4o thung thudng thdy. Thay
vao do, ong ta mac mot b6 d6 vest lich sy, so mi ¢6 cao, gidy sang bong, rau va toc chai chudt can
than. Ong ta nhin c6 vé giy hon trong bd y phuc trang trong, va cling chinh vi diéu d6 Caleb phop
phdp tu nhil v6i 10ng rang ong s& khong bao gio mic 4o thung ca. Mt kinh cta Pearl tré xudng song
miii, 6ng ta cham chu nhin Caleb, cai nhin ¢6 vé van nai va ngudi thu thu cam thay chot da.

“Vang 6ng ¢t ndi tiép di,” cudi cuing 6ng phai 1én tiéng.

Bang giong tram va c6 vé thiéu ndo, Pearl phan tran, “Anh chang nghe dién thoai, cho nén toi
nghi minh phai xuat hién bang xuong bang thit dé anh thay to1 that su quan tam dén quyén Thanh ca
ay.”

“Vang, t6i hiéu.”

Pearl nhin xung quanh, “Cé diéu chd dau xe nhu vay chang thich hop 1dm cho cau chuyén vé mot
trong nhitng quyén sach quy gia nhat trén the gidi.”

Caleb tho dai, “Pung vay, thoi minh 1én nha di.”

Ho cung vao thang may va 1€n trén can ho cua Caleb, 1oi céa hai cung yén vi ngé)i dbi dién nhau
trong can phong khach nho.

“T6i ctr so anh da dé cap chuyén quyén Thdnh ca d6 voi hai nha dau gia danh tiéng Sotheby va
Christie ro1 day.”

“Khong, van dé khong phai vay, chi 13 t6i van chua quay tré lai cdn nha tir lac gip ong ¢ do.

To1 cling chua goi cho 6ng vi té1 van dang can nhac.”

Pearl c6 vé thoai mai hon khi nghe xong céu tra 101, “It ra trong thoi gian ndy ching t6i ciing co
trach nhiém kiém tra quyén sach ay. T61 c6 quen vai cong ty co danh tiéng tot va c6 thé dam trach viéc
nay, ma to1 thay chung ta cling chang can phai doi lau thém nira.”



Caleb ngan ngtr, “Nhung ma...”

“Anh cang tri hodn l1au chirng nao thi anh lai cang khong kiém soat dugc du ludn biét vé sy ton
tai cua quyen Thanh ca thr muo1 hai nay.”

“Y ong 1a sa0?” Caleb nghiém tic ngdi thang day.

“T6i khong biét anh ¢ nhan thire rd rang viéc quyén sach dugc phat gidc hay khong?”
“Hoan toan nguoc lai la khac, to1 biét dugc tam quan trong cua n6 chir.”

“Nhung t6i so thong tin sé& bi tiét 16.”

“Sao lai thé? Toi dau ké cho ai biét.”

“Ban cua anh thi sao?”

“Ho hoan toan dang tin cay.”

“T6i hiéu, nhung xin thir 16i néu t6i khéng duoc ty tin nhu anh, boi vi chi can mot it thong tin
tiét 10 ra thoi, moi nguot lai bat dau x6n xao ban tan, va danh tiéng cua anh ban Jonathan the 1a ti€u
tan.”

“Ho ban tan diéu gi?”

“Co tro1 mo1 biét, nhung to1 ¢6 thé tudng tuong ra ho s€ no1 nhu vay: quyén sach la vat an cap
chang han.”

Caleb chot lién tuong dén gia thuyét ctia minh rang quyén Thanh ca dang nam trong thu vién 1a
gia mao. Tuy vay, ong lai cd tao ra vé ngy tho, “An cap a? Ai lai tin diéu d6 nhi?”

Pearl tho ra, “Ching c6 ai s& hitu mot trong nhitng cta quy trong lich sir suu tp sach lai co thé
gilr bi mat lau nhu the, cho dén thoi diém nay day.”

“Va ong cho rang do la bdi vi Jonathan danh cap né u? Piéu d6 hoan toan phi 1y. Ong ta dn cap
chic t6i cling an trom mat r6i.” Lam on, lam on dé khéng phdi la s thit di.

“Nhung cling c6 kha nang Ong ta da mua quyén sach d6 tir mot tay trom ndo do, vo thirc hay cd
tinh. Dau 520 chuyen clia 6ng ta ciing rat dang ngo, d6 ciing phin ndo 1y giai cho viéc ong ta cd tinh
gitt bi mat vé quyén sach.”

“Thé ong c6 nghi quyén sach duoc 1ay trom tir ddu khong? Ong bao ong di kiém tra nhitng noi
s& hiru loai sach nhu vay.”

Pear| phan tng, “Thé anh nght rang ho s€ nodi cai quai gi? Anh c6 nghi ho s€ thira nhan viéc ho
lam mat quyén sach 7 hdnh ca 4y? Ma c6 khi ho cling chang biét dau. Con thém gia thuyét rang, coO m@t
quyén sach gia mao gidéng y nhu that dang ndm ngay trén ke, va ho ciling chang b6 cong kiém tra mdi
ngay xem li¢u c6 dung quyén sach that hay khong.” Ong ta ngirng mot chat roi tiép tuc, “Vay anh c6 tim
ra gidy to tai liéu ndo lién quan dén quyén sach hay khong? Gidy to mua ban gi d6? Chirng minh né tir



dau dén?”

“T6i khong thy,” Caleb thira nhin, ong cam thiy ching long. “Nhung c6 diéu t6i van chua luc
dong gidy cua ca nhan Jonathan nira, vi to1 chi c6 bon phan kiém tra b suu tdp sach ma thoi.”

“Khong phal nhu vay, anh ¢6 nhiém vy kiém tra cho duoc bang chung s hitu sach cua ong ta.
Anh ¢6 nghi rang nhiing nha dau gia Christie va Sotheby sé trung bay quyén sach Thanh ca ay tai
phién dau gia ma chang hay biét gi vé tinh xac thuc va sy hop phap hoa do DeHaven ding tén 42

“Di nhién 01, to1 cling bi€t ho s€ quan tdm dén diéu do.”

“Chinh vi vay, anh Shaw a, néu toi 1a anh, t6i s& bét tay vao vi¢c timra béng ching éy. Néu anh
khong tim ra, 4t han ciing 12 ltic ching ta c6 thé di dén két luan rang viéc Jonathan s& hitu n6 thong qua
nhirng hinh thirc chang rd rang cho 1am, trong thé gidi sach hiém cua chung ta, diéu d6 dong nghia vai
su thira nhan rang Jonathan d4 chinh tay 14y cip, hay ¢ ¥ mua lai thir nguoi khac da 13y cip.”

“T6i nghil néu t6i hoi qua ¥ kién ludt su cia ong ta, thi t6i s& co thé tim bang ching trong déng
ho so dé lai. Hay ho cling c6 thé lam diéu do thay t61, n€u to1 bao ho biét to1 dang can gi.”

“Néu anh 1am theo cach d6, ho s& thic méc, va néu trong truong hop anh ké cho ho nghe, anh s&
gan nhu khong lam chu dugc tinh hinh nira.”

“Vay y 6ng mudn t6i trr kiém bang chimg sao?”

“Di nhién 1a vy, anh 13 nguoi phu trach cta 6ng ta ma, d6 1a ¢& dé hanh dong.”
“Néu 1a vay thi t6i chang quan tAm néu 1§ bi ngudi ta ndi,” Caleb bat dau ndi nong.
“Anh c¢6 dugc trich phan tram trén s tién ban dau gia sach khong?”

“Xin cho phép t6i khong tra 101 cAu nay,” Caleb thang thirng tir chdi.

“C{r xem nhu 13 c6, vay thi néu anh ctr tién hanh budi d4u gia ma khong tim ra bang ching gi cho
théy Jonathan da s¢ hiru n6 mot cach quang minh chinh dai, thi néu su viéc v 16 ra, tit ca danh tiéng
cua Jonathan s€ b1 x6a sach? Khi mot sy viéc dinh dang dén s6 tién kéch xu thi cling la Iic nguoi ta
nghi ra du thtr xau xa lién quan dén né.”

Caleb cting hong vi su that la thé. Cho du 101 nhin xét ctia Pearl hoan toan 1a ch:fmg lot 16 tai,
ong ta it nhiéu cling c6 1y. Caleb khong chiu no1 ¥ nghi rang danh tiéng ctia ngudi ban qua ¢ cia minh
s€ tieu tan va Caleb hién nhién cling chang mudn chim sau xudng day chung véi no.

“T61 nghi t6i c6 thé xem xét lai d6 dac trong nha cta Jonathan.” Ong biét Oliver va nhitng ngudi
khac da luc soat khap nha nhung ho khong tim may tai li¢u chirng nhan s¢ hiru b suu tap sach.

“To1 nay anh s€ di chir?”
“Gid da tré r6i.” Va ong ciing da dua chia khoa cho Reuben.

“Vay thi ngay mai nhé?”



“Vang, ngay mai vay.”
“Cho t61 biét anh tim thiy va khong thay nhitng gi nhé.”

Sau khi Pearl ra vé, Caleb tu rot cho minh mdt it regu chat, nhAm nhap nod cung vo1 mot to day
khoai tay chién, mon in khoai khau cua rnlnh Bay gior ong cing thang dén ndi khong chic c6 thé tiép
tuc ché do an kiéng nira khong. Sau khi dn ubng xong, ong nhin vao bd suu tp sach ctia minh va nhu
tham:

Ai ma lai nghi la swu tap sach lai rac roi dén thé co chu?



Chuong 42

Sang som hom sau, Reuben bao cido cho Stone nghe rang khong c6 dong tinh gi tir nha cua
DeHaven ca cling giong nhu dém hom trude.

“Khong c6 gi a?” giong Stone nghi ngo.

“Khong c6 dong tinh gi trong phong ngii néu d6 1a nhirng gi anh mudn biét. Toi c¢6 thiy Behan va
v han v€ nha Iic nira dém nhung ma ro rang den phong khong sang, va ho ciling khong dung phong do,
chac né chi danh cho may c6 em xinh dep ma tho6i.”

“Anh c6 nhin thdy gi khac khong? Xe tai mau tring chang han.”
Khong, t61 ra vao can nha nay ma c6 ai biet gi dau. C6 mot hang rao cao ca muoi feet che
phu cé san sau, chudng bao dong ngay phia ctra hong sau, thé 1a ciling nhiéu thr 1am r61.”
“Anh c6 chic 12 anh khong quan sat ra thir gi ¢6 thé giup ching ta sao?”

Reuben nhin c6 vé khong chac 1am, “c6 vé nhu la thé, nhung vao khoang 1 gio sang sém to1 thay
anh sang nhd 1én tir ctra s6 can nha doi dién.”

“C6 khi 1a cha nha dang ¢ trong y.”

“Van dé 1a & chd do, nhin ching giong nhur nha c6 chi. Ching thay xe hoi 1an thung rac trudc
cura nha, va hom nay cling 1a ngay do rac vi nhitng nha khac da dé san rac ra ngoai tir t61 hom qua.”

Stone nhin Reuben chdm cha, “Diéu nay hay nhi. C6 khi nio anh sang 4y xuét phat tir cai gi do
cO dinh dang dén kinh.”

“Chac khong phai 1ién quan dén sung dau, nhung c6 thé 13 mot cip éng nhom.”
“Vay thi ctr d@é ¥ chd d6 ki vao. Vay con viéc goi canh sat thi sao?”

“Tb6i goi dién thoai thé gidng nhur anh ndi, nhung chuyén khong vui vé gi miy khi c6 mot ngudi
phu nit bao t61 ngirng ngay viéc quay s0 dén canh sat lién tuc nhu vay.”

“Tho1 dugc roi, goi va bao cho t61 bi€t cong viéc cua anh vao sang mai.”

“Tét, nhung thé thi khi ndo t6i mdi duoc ngu day, Oliver? To6i phai chuan bi dén khu boc d&
hang, va chac la ban ca t61.”

“Khi nao anh hét ca?”



“Hai gio sang.”

“Vay thi di nga di. Phai t6i 10 gio hon toi méi can anh c¢6 mit tai nha ctia Jonathan.”
“Cam on nhiéu. It ra t6i ciing c6 thé dung tam thirc in cta 6ng ta nhé?”

“Ciing duoc, mién anh thém thirc An mdi vao chd cii 1a duoc.”

Reuben buc boi, “Nay anh ban, dimg tudng ctr séng trong 1au dai 13 sung sudng nhé.”
“Nhung ma, anh dau c6 thiéu thir gi dau.”

“Vay trong luc to1 cuc khd ngoai nay, Bé ha s€ lamgi a?”

“B¢ ha s& suy nghi.”

“Thé anh c6 tin gi cta Susan khong?” Reuben hio hic.

“Chéng c6 mot ti gi cd.”

Nitra gio sau trong liic Stone dang lam viéc ngoai khudn vién nghia trang thi mot chiéc tac-xi
durng phia cong, Milton budc xuong. Stone dirng 1€n, phui tay va ca hai cung vao nha. Trong luc Stone
lay nudc chanh uong thi Milton tranh thu m& may tinh xach tay va lay ra mot xap tai li¢u 6ng ta mang
theo.

“T6i tim ra dugc nhiéu diéu hay vé hai gi Cornelius Behan va Robert Bradley,” Milton giai
thich, “Chi c6 diéu khong biét liu c¢6 hiru ich hay khong.”

Stone ngdi xuodng ban va kéo xap tai liéu vé phia minh, hai muo1 phut sau 6ng ngang 1€n va noi,
“C6 vé nhu hat ga nay chiang phai ban be gi nhi.”

“Chinh x4c hon phai goi 13 ké tht méi dung. Mic du cong ty ctia Behan di chiém dugc hai hop
dong cua chinh phu, nhung Bradley lal 1a ké phé binh can tré ba hop dong khac bang cach phao tin
rang Behan dd mua chudc chinh quyen To1 ¢6 duoc thong tin nay tir mot sO tay nhan vién ciia dién
Capitol day. Ho ciing chang ndi thang ra diéu do, chi 1a ho tiét 16 rang ltc sau ndy chinh Bradley da
thang thirng cong kich Behan, ndi gi 1a mot tay tham 6 xau xa. Ma sy viéc xay ra ciing khong cho chiing
ta théy liéu ho ¢6 nim trong mot t6 chirc gian di¢p nao khong.”

“Di nhién 1a thé, trir phi chi 1d man danh lira. Nhung t6i dong ¥ voi tay Chi tich Ha vién Nha
Trang qua co rang tén Behan do da tham 6. Nhung liéu ga c6 phai 1a tén xau xa da ra tay gi€t nguoi?
Chuyén cua Jonathan 1a mgt bang chirng ro rang nhat.”



“Vay ciing c6 thé suy doan rang Behan ciing d3 sai nguoi giét Bradley boi vi hin c6 dong luc
manh m€ néu nhu ga kia dang c6 pha chuyén lam dn cta han.”

Stone néi tiép, “Chuing ta dat gia thuyet rang Jonathan bi dau doc bang khi cacbonnic, v cai thi
khi gay chét ngu’m kia thudc vé mot trong sO cong ty cua Behan. Hom qua Caleb vura g01 cho t01, bao
c4o tinh hinh diéu tra ctia anh ta, vé& viéc anh ta vao phong sach va kiém tra phia sau 15 thong gi6 bi bé
cong. C6 mot 16 dinh ¢ & phia vach dng dan, noi bi nghi ngd 14 ting gan may quay phim. Anh ta con
cho biét nhitng con ¢ phia tim ludi sit bén ngoai ciing dé thédo ra ctr nhu da ting c¢6 ngudi lam diéu
dc:) truéc day. Nhung van chwa di bang ching xac thuc rang miy quay phim that sy d3 duoc gin &
day.”

“Vay néu nhu chung khong 1a dong bon v&i nhau, Jonathan ciing chang thé gip chung ¢ nha g
Behan. Vay sao van giét hai ong ta nhi?”

Stone lac dau, “Toi ciing chang biét, Milton a.”

Sau khi Milton di rdi, Stone trd lai véi cong vi€c tai nghia trang. C)ng kéo chiéc may cit ¢co ra
khoi kho, né may va lam viéc trén khoanh san phia bén trai cin nha. Khi xong viéc, 6ng tam ngung
may, quay lung lai va théy Annabelle da ¢ do, quan sat 6ng. C6 ta do1 mot chiéc mii rong vanh, deo
kinh rAm va khoac 4o khoac bang da dai mau ndu pha kin vay ngin bén trong, phia sau ¢ ta 1a mot
chiéc xe hoi thué chd sdn ngoai cong.

Ong dung khin lau mat, diy mdy cat co vao khoanh san phia trudc nha noi Annabelle dang
dimg. Co ta day cap kinh ram 1én va hoi.

“Moi viéc thé nao ro1 ong Oliver?”
Ong im lang trong mot 1ic ro1 méi cat 161, “Nhin c6 c6 vé giong nhu chuan bi di dau a?”

“Vang, d6 1a 1y do t6i dén day dé bao cho dng vé su thay ddi trong ké hoach. Vai gior nita toi cat
canh ro1, va s€ khong quay lai.”

“That vay u?”
“Pung vay,” giong cd ta cuong quyét.
“Vang, t0i chang trach c¢6 dau, chuyén dang dan nguy hiém hon.”

Cb ta nhin thang vao mit 6ng, “Néu ong nghi diéu d6 1 nguyén nhan khién t6i bo di, thi ong
khong phai la nguo1 thong minh nhu t61 twedng.”

Ong nhin ¢6 ta mot 1at réi chong ché, “Vay thi ké nio dang tim co chic ciing phai nguy hiém
khong kém.”

“Ong cr xem t6i 1a mot ngudi ciing phai ¢ ké thi di.”

“T61 khong di tim ké thu, chi 14 ho quyét tim tim ra t6i ma thoi.”



“Udc gi t6i co thé ké ra, t6i lai c6 xu hudng tao ké thi day.”
“VAy ¢0 ¢6 tinh ndi cho nhitng nguoi kia biét khong?”
Co lic dau, “T6i hy vong ong s& gitp toi lam diéu do.”

“Chac bon ho s& budn 1dm déy, nhét 1a Reuben, con vé phﬁn Milton thi t61 chua bao gio théy anh
ta vui vé nhu vay trong thoi gian co6 dén day. Anh ban Caleb tuy bé ngoai c¢6 hoi lanh lung chut, nhung
anh ta s€ cling chang vui gi hon.”

“The con anh thi sa0?”” c6 ta hoi, mat cui gam.

Ong dung mili giay bot gat ddm co khoi banh xe may cét o, “Co ciing c6 vai tai 1é dang ngac
nhién day.”

“Y ong dang nhdc dén chuyén t61 moc tii 6ng a. Ma chuyén do cling chi xay ra tir hoi nao hoi
nao roi, tir lac t61 1€n tdm day,” co ta nhin 6ng v4i anh mat do xét.

“To1 chac co luc do 1a mot bé gai khon lanh 1am nhi.”

C6 ta nd mot nu cud1 mim, “Du sao thi luc do ciing 1a thot gian vui vé. Cac ong bao trong nhé,
giong nhu Ong ting noi, ké thu luén tim cac ong ma.”

Co ta quay lung, rao budec.

“Susan, néu chung to1 tim ra dugc 101 giai dap, liéu c6 c6 mudn ching to1 lién lac véi co, cho
cO biét v€ vu cua Jonathan khong?”

Cb ta quay lai va nhin 6ng, “Toi nghi t6i nén dé qué khir nga yén.”

“Con to1 lai nghi c6 mudn biét, vi mat di vi hon phu theo cach nhu vay khong dé quén dau.”
“Ong c6 vé ting trai qua nhi?”

“T6i cling tirng ¢6 vo ma. Nhung ciing 1au 1dm rdi.”

“Ong ba ly di a?”

“Khong phai.”

“Nhung chuyén ctia t6i va Jonathan lai khac. Chinh ong iy di quyét dinh chim dut cudc hon
nhan, con t61 cling chang biét sao minh dang & day.”

“T6i hiéu. Vay thi 1iéu t6i c6 thé nhan lai tim hinh khong?”
“Sao co?” c6 ta giat minh.

“Hinh Jonathan. T6i mudn tra hinh vé nha ong ta.”



“A... toi khong c6 mang theo day.”

“Vay thi khi c6 dén noi dau, néu tién, cod gui tra lai cling dugc.”

“Ong c6 vé tin nguoi qua dang ddy, Oliver. Ching c6 gi c6 thé khién t6i tra tAm hinh lai c4.”
“Vang, dung thé. Khong c6 gi.”

Cb ta td moO nhin 6ng, “Ong 1 mot trong s nhitng ngudi ky la ma toi ting gip, va diéu d6 ciing
noi 1én chut gi do.”

“Co phai 1én dudng thoi, chic ¢ khéng mudn 1& chuyén bay dau nhi.”

Cb ta liéc nhin nhirng ngdi md xung quanh “Ong khong thiy minh dang bi vay quanh bdi su chét
choc u. Cam giac that u am. D3 dén luc ong can tim mot cong viée khac roi day.”

“C6 cam nhan duogc cai chét va ndi budn dudi 16p dat lanh kia, con t6i, toi lai thay cuoc doi da
toan ven, va nhitng gi thé hé di trude da 1am co anh huong sau sac dén 16p tré twong lai.”

“Triét 1y vi tha qua, t6i khong thiu hiéu ndi dau.”

“To1 cling tirng nght vay.”

“Chic may man,” ¢ ta bat dau quay di.

“Néu c6 can mot nguo1 ban, co biét tim t6i & dau roi déy.”

Bo vai ¢6 ta hoi sing lai trong chdc 14t khi nghe 6ng néi 161 nay. Roi ¢6 ta di mit. V& phan
minh, Stone cat may cat co vao kho, sau d6 ra ngoi phia ngoai he, ldng ngdm nhirng naim mo xung
quanh Ong trong cai lanh lanh cua con gi6 ngang qua.



Chuong 43

Caleb dung day chao nguoi dan ong vira budc vao phong doc.
“Tbi ¢ thé giup gi anh a?”

Roger Seagraves chia cho Caleb xem tdm thé thur vién ma bat ctr ai ciing c6 thé dé dang ¢ duoc
tir toa nha Madison phia d6i dién chi bang cach xuat trinh bang 1ai xe hay hd chiéu, du 1 that hay gia.
Cai tén trén thé 13 William Foxworth, tim hinh trén thé cling 1a khuon mat cua hén, ca thong tin trén hé
théng may tinh cua thu vién cling trong ty.

Seagraves duwa mat liéc nhin xung quanh phong doc, chi c¢6 vai nguoi dang ngdi, va ndi, “Toi
dang tim mdt vai loai sach,” roi hin doc tén sach can tim,

“Dugc thdi. Anh co su yéu thich cu thé ndo vé ky nguyén d6 khong?”

“T6i thich nhiéu tht,” Seagraves tra 101, “d6 chi 1a mot trong sb s& thich cta t6i ma thoi.” Han
quan sat Caleb mot Itic, 1am ra vé nhu dang suy nghi ra diéu gi dé noi. That ra, doan ddi thoai di duoc
han chuan bi ky ludng, va han ciing thudc nam long nhiing chi tiét vé Caleb Shaw. “Téi ciing 1a ngudi
suu tip sach, c6 diéu mdi vao nghé thoi. Toi vira mua vai quyén vin hoc Anh dang tinh nhd ngudi
kiém tra gitm xem. Dang 1y t6i phai lam diéu nay trudc khi mua ching, nhung nhu anh da biét, t6i chi
vira vao nghé. Tbi kiém dugc mot chit von, va cling c6 nguo1 me lam tai thu vién trong vai nam. Lic
nao to1 cling yéu thich sach ca, co diéu suu tap sach 1a mdt cugc cho1 méi voi t61.”

“T61 hoan toan d@)ng y, va co khi cling hoi khdc liét déy,” Caleb nhan xét, va rdi chAm chuéec,
“Theo cach chinh thong thoi. Ma noé1 gi thi nd1, 1inh vuc chuyén nganh cua t61 1a van chuong Anh thé
ky thor muro1 tam day.”

“Hay qua,” Seagraves thot 1én, “Qua 1a mdt ngdy may man.”

“Thé anh c6 sach gi vay, anh Foxworth?”

“Cur goi t01 la Bill, nguyén tac cua tac gia Defoe.”

“Quyén Robinson Crusoe hay 1a Moll Flanders?”

“Moll Flanders,” Seagraves tra 101.

“T6t qua. Thé con gi nira?”

“Téc pham cta Goldsmith - Cudc doi ciia Richard Nash. Va mot quyén ciia Horace Walpole.”

“Y anh 1a tiéu thuyét Ldu dai Otranto 4, xuat ban ndm 17652



“Pung thé. VAn con trong tinh trang tot.”

“Anh van chua quen v&i viéc nhin nhin chung. Toi rat sin long gitip anh vi anh biét ddy, co rat
nhiéu di ban diy. Nguoi ndo mua sach cling suy nghi don gian rang ho dang mua dung nguyén tac,
nhung c6 khi chi 1a bi gat thoi, ma chuyén nhu vay cling xay ra vo1 ca nguoi sanh soi nhat,” va tiép tuc
néi thém, “Nhung khong phai 1a ¢b ¥ dau.”

“T6i s& mang theo sach khi toi dén day 1an t6i nhé.”

“T6i khong chac anh s& lam duoc diéu d6, nhat 1 khi anh mang ching ngang qua phong bao vé,
trr phi anh da thoéa thuan trude do. Vi ho co thé nghi rang anh da an cap sach, con anh thi ciling dau
muon bi bat ding khong nhi.”

Seagraves vo tai mat, “Duing roi, to1 cling chua nghi dén chuyén do nira. Oi Tro1, canh sat, trudce
g10 to1 con chua nhan thé phat xe dau trai phép nira 1a.”

“Cu binh tinh, moi viéc dau con c¢6 do,” giong Caleb déy tu hao, “Thé gi61 sach quy hiém, theo
t6i, rat phirc tap, c6 pha chit mao hiém. Nhung néu anh nghiém tic vé viéc suu tip sach cia thé ky
muoi tam, anh can phai quan tim dén mot s6 tic gia tiéu biéu cua thoi ky nay. Toi c¢6 thé goi ¥ cho anh
vai nguoi, nhu la Jonathan Swift va Alexander Pope, hai nha van dugc xem la bac th?ly clia nira dau
thé ky. Ngoai ra, con cé tac pham Tom Jones ctia Henry Fielding, roi nha van Tobias Smollett,
Edward Gibbon, Fanny Burney, Ann Radcliffe va Edmund Burke nira, d6 ciing khong han 1 mot niém
dam mé ton kém 1am dau.”

“To1 s€ co gang tim hiéu,” Seagraves cat giong u ril.

“Viéc nay khong giéng nhu thu thip ndp chai nhi?”” Caleb bat cudi vi 101 vi von ctia minh, “A,
ma anh cling dung quén cay dai thu cua ky nguyén day, bac thdy van chuong cua nira sau thé ky, ngai
Samuel Johnson. Tuy danh sach t61 ké ra van chua du, nhung cling 1a khéi dau tot day.”

“Anh qué 13 uyén bac vé linh vyc vin hoc thé ky mudi tim nhi.”
“Han 14 thé, vi toi 1am tién sy vé dé tai ndy ma. Con vé chuyén danh gia sach, chung ta ciing c6
theé gap nhau ¢ dau do, ctr bao to1 bi€t thoi.” Ong tho tay vao tui, va dua cho Seagraves mot tam danh

thiép voi sd dién thoai vin phong cta ong trén d6. Ong nhiét tinh v manh vai ctia Seagraves va tiép
161, “Gi0¢ anh lay sach nhé.”

Khi Caleb mang sach ra cho hén, ong con dan voi theo, “Chuc anh doc sach vui nhe.”

Hin liéc nhin Caleb va cudi that twoi. Chdc chdn roi, anh Caleb a.



Nhu da hen trude, Caleb gap Reuben roi ca hai cung dén nha ctia Jonathan sau khi Caleb tan s6.
Ho tim kiém trong hai gio dong ho nhung chi tim thay hdéa don mua ban sach cac loai trong ngan ban
nhung tuyét nhién khong tim thay gidy chirng nhan s¢ httu Thanh ca cua Kinh Cyu wdc cua tay quan
thur.

Ké dén Caleb vao phong sach, ong can phai kiém tra mi thu vién trén sach vi diéu do c6 thé
chirng minh xem liéu Jonathan c6 danh cap nd khong, nhung ong khong tir tin budc vao. Ly nhu c6 ma
thu vién trén sach thi sao? Ong khong hinh dung minh s& nhu thé nio néu d6 1a su that. Cubi cing,
Caleb da quyét dinh hanh dong theo ban chét clia minh: tron tranh su viéc, va tu an i réng quyén sach
van con do.

Ong bao Reuben, “Toi that khong hiéu, Jonathan 12 nguoi chan that ma.”

Reuben nhiin vai, “Dung thé, nhung anh van bao ngudi ta hay thich suu tip ma, va vi quyén sach
quy gia do, bi€t dau ong ta lai lam di€u xau, va cling 1a ly do Ong ta gitt bi mat.”

Caleb chdng ché, “Nhung cudi cung rdi ciing bi phat giac thoi, ong Ay ciing phai chét ma.”

“Nhung khong phai dot ngdt nhu vay, co thé ong ta da lén ké hoach ma khong c6 co hoi thuc
hién.”

“Vay t6i 1am sao c6 thé ban ddu gia mot quyén sach ma khong ¢ gidy to ching nhin s& hiru?”

“Caleb, t6i biét 6ng ta 1a ban anh nhung ciing c6 lac sy that phai duoc phoi bay,” Reuben néi

“S¢€ co xi-cang-dan mat.”
“To1 khong bi€t anh giai quyet vu viéc ra sao, mien dirng vudng vao n6 thoi.”
“To1 nght anh ¢6 ly. Cam on nh¢, anh ¢6 ¢ lai dém nay khong?”

Reuben nhin dong ho, “Van con kha sém, nhung t6i nghi toi s& di v6i anh 161 quay lai sau. It ra
to1 coO thé ngu mot luc chi€u nay.”

Ca hai roi khoi nha. Ba gio sau, trude khi dong hd diém 11 gio, Reuben lot vao nha qua ctra
sau. Ong ta chuin bi mén an nhe trong bép r6i 16n tang. Ngoai hudng thong qua cin phong “tinh yéu”
ctia Cornelius Behan, cin gic ciing cho phép nhin ra toan canh duong Good Fellow qua cira s6 ban
nguyét. Reuben ludn phién quan sat ca noi tra ngu cia Behan 14n cin nha ddi dién bang éng nhom
mang theo.

Khi chiéc xe hoi Cadillac mau xanh 14 d4 xich trudc nha Behan vao lic mot gio sang, Reuben
quan sat thay g ta, va mot phu nit tré trong chiéc 4o khoac da dai mau den va vai tén can vé cua ga
budec ra. Tat c& cuing vao nha. Chac 1a quy phu nhan lai di vang, Reuben thim nghi va di chuyén dén
hudng cira s6 nhin sang nha Behan. Ong chang phai doi 1au vi chi mot 1t sau, dén trong phong ngt bat
sang va nha tai phiét gidu co clng cd gai my miéu bude vao.



Behan ngdi xudng ghé, v tay va ngay 1ap tirc, cd gai bat dau hanh dong. Co ta cdi tirng nut 4o
mot, va trong lc ¢6 ta 1am diéu ndy, Reuben tir xa tuy thira biét chuyén gi s& xdy ra vin nin thd theo
ddi qua Ong nhom: doi tat ludi dai, chiéc 4o ngue ciing hang nat bam, va chiéc quan nho xiu. Ong tho
ra mot hoi dai, dé cam giac d& cang thang.

Trong ltc Reuben dang quan sat, thi thinh linh 6ng nhan thdy mot vang lira do 16e 1én tir cira s6
can nha nhin ra ngoai dudng. Ong ngang 1én, nhung khong dé tam lam vi nghi d6 la anh sang tir chan
thang xe hoi vira viit ngang, ong nhiin vai, v lai tiép tuc quan sat qua 6ng nhom. Luc ndy, co gai da
coi bo xiémy, va dé chung roi tir do trén san, c6 nang dang ngdi xudéng ghé va cham rai coi doi tat
chan, than hinh hién dud1 anh den.

Khong nén duoc voi doi tién nhé, Reuben ty an ui ban than trude nhitng canh twgng ndng bong
kia va lai budng tiéng tho dai. Ong liéc mat vé phia ctra s6 cin nha dbi dién, va 1an ny 6ng thiy rd
anh sang d6 quach kia. P6 ching phai 1a xe hoi, 6ng chay dén bén cira s6 va nhin chim chim vao nd.
C6 chdy nha chdc. Ong chim cht lang nghe, 1iéu c6 phai d6 1a tiéng coi hu cua xe chira chay? Liéu co
a1 bao canh sat chua?

Ong khong kip tim ra ciu tra 161 boi vi mot ci danh manh tir phia sau gay ha ong guc xudng san.
Roger Seagraves budc vong qua than thé bat dong ctia Reuben va tién vé phia ctra s6 nhin sang nha
Behan, noi hin c¢6 thé chic mam nhu in, du khéng hé nhin qua 6ng nhom thi c6 gai xinh dep kia di trat
bo toan bg xi€my, va dang ¢ trudc mat anh chang cuc ky hanh phuc mang tén Cornelius Behan.

Va do cling chang phai la di€u cudi cung.

Khi Reuben tinh lai, m& mét ra, ong khong nhan biét minh dang ¢ dau. Ong cham rai ngdi day va
can phong hién ra ro hon, ong van con trén gac. Ong run ray dimg day va 1an nhé lai chuyén gi da xay
ra. Ong v6 ldy mot tim van nam trén san 1am vii khi va 6ng dao mat xung quanh gic, nhung khong thiy
ai khic. Reuben hoan toan & mot minh, nhung chic hin c6 ké nio d6 di ¢ trong phong nay, va da dung
sttc manh danh 6ng bat tinh.

Tiéng dong phia dudi dudng lam 6ng quan tim. Ong nhin xudng cira s6, va thiy hang doan xe
ctru hoa dang xép hang, chita chiay cho can nha phia do1 dién, va ca xe canh sat cling c6 mat tai hién
truong.

Voi xo0a xoa dau vi é am, ong liéc nhin hudng nha ctia Behan. TAt ca dén da bat sang, va viéc
canh sat dang tran ngap trong nha hin 1am Reuben cam thiy bon chdn. Ong di di lai lai trong phong va
roi lai quan sat qua dng nhom. Pén phong ngi van sang, chi co diéu 1a khoéng khi va khung canh hoan
toan khac ma thoi.



Tén Cornelius Behan dang nam Gp mit trén san, trén ngudi van 1a bo quan 4o lac trude. Toc cua
g d6 sam hon lac ndy vi mot 16 hong kha 16n sau dinh dau. C6 gai dang ngdi trén giudng, va theo nhu
nhirng gi Reuben c6 thé quan sat duoc, cd ta cling loang 16 rnau me day ngudi, ¢ vé nhu ¢o ta ciing bi
sat hai ngay ¢ phan dau. Canh sat mic sic phuc va mot sO nhan vat khac dang kham nghlem trong
phong. Minh da bat tinh bao 14u r6i? Ong bat dau ket ndi sy kién lai v6i nhau. Ong nhin thay hai 15 dan
trong cira s0 phong ngu va hu’orng thang vao ctra s6 phong ong dang du’ng “Chét tiét that!” Reuben thot
l1én va chay vé phia cura, 6ng vap phal cai gi do va nga lan ra san. Ong vuon tay véi voi thir gi do va
cham tay vao mot thir. Khi hoan hon dtng day, ong thdy minh dang nam chit mot khau sing trudng,
hung khi chic chin di gy ra cai chét cho hai nan nhan bén kia. Ong 14p tirc budng sung, va budc voi
ra khoi phong, khi di ngang qua nha bép, dng chot thiy phan thirc in thira vin dang dé va 6ng nhan ra
rang c6 thé dau van tay minh van ¢ khip moi noi. C6 diéu 1a ong khong con thoi gian dé suy nghi vé
van dé nay nita, ong hudng vé phia ctra sau ciia can nha. Anh sang choi nhoa ngay mit 6ng, khién 6ng
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phai dua tay che mat va giong cua vién canh sat vang 1én, “DPung yén, canh sat day!



Chuong 44

“T6i da tim cho anh 4y mot ngudi ludt su day,” Caleb mé 101, “Anh chang nay ciing con tré ma
lai khong dat tién nhu nhitng tay 130 luyén khac, nén ciing khong chic két qua co kha quan khong.
Nhung phan nao d6 t6i cling giup cho Reuben khi ndi ddi voi dam canh sat rang Reuben ¢ tai hién
truong theo yéu cau ctia t6i, dé kiém ké s6 sach thu thip va d6 1a 1y do anh ta c6 chia khoa va ma s6
mé ctra. Toi ciing bo sung thong tin tén tudi cta luat su ctia Jonathan trong truong hop ho biét chirc
danh cua t61 1a nguo1 phu trach ban thao ctia 6ng ta.”

Milton va Caleb dang ngdi trong nha ctia Stone, cai tin Reuben bi bat vi pham t6i giét hai
Cornelius va c6 4 ban gai ctua ga da lam khuén mat moi nguoi lo lang.

“Anh ta c6 duogc tai ngoai khong?”” Milton hoi.

Stone ldc dau, “Ho c¢6 rat nhiéu nghi van xung quanh viéc anh ta dang c6 mat tai hi¢n truong
cling nhu tinh ti€t vu viéc. Chi hy vong thong tin ma Caleb dua ra s€ giap ho giam nhe mirc 4&n ma
tho1.”

Caleb noi thém, “Sang nay t6i c6 gip Reuben mot liuc. Anh ta ké rang anh ta dang quan sat nha
cua Behan thi tu nhién phat giac ra ddm chay va sau do bi danh vao dau bat tinh. Khi tinh day, anh thay
Behan va ban tinh ctia han da chét. Ro6i1 khi anh ta rang thoat ra khoi rac réi thi lai b1 canh sat bat.”

“Nhing t& bao dwa dong tit 1on rang ngai tai phiét ctia ching ta d bi 4m hai chung v&i ¢ nhan
tinh 10a thé, trong khi quy phu nhan thi lai dang chu du & New York t61 qua,” Milton thém vao.

Stone hoi, “Chuing ta can phai timra sat thu that su.”
Milton thic mic, “Liéu bang cach nio day?”

“Bang cach tiép tuc cudc diéu tra ctia minh.” Ong nhin thang Caleb va tiép, “Chung ta can phai
xem qua nhirng doan bang cia may quay phim tai thu vién.”

“Susan c6 bao s& hd tro t6i phan ndy ma téi gio cling chua thiy co dy c6 dong tinh gi.”
“To1 e la anh phai tu than van dong thoi.”

Caleb c6 vé ngac nhién nhung ciing khong hoi lai Stone. Stone tiép tuc trinh bay, “Vay la bay
g10 chung ta ctr két luan rang Behan va Bradley khong phai 1a ban, lac trudce té1 tirng nghi rang Behan
da nhd nguoi 4m sat Bradley, va gia thuyet d6 van dung, chi c6 diéu 1a ai da giét Behan va tai sao lai
lam vay?”

Milton dit gia thuyét, “Hay 14 tra thi cho céi chét ctia Bradley?”



“Néu vay, chung ta phai truy tim dau mbi bang moi cach, toi can biét vé tén tu6i nhan vién ciia
Bradley, cOng su, ban be trong quan doi hay linh vyc tinh bao, do6 1a nhirng nguo1 c6 kha nang va ca
phuong tién dé hanh dong.”

Milton tan thanh, “C6 mot thir goi 1a Thu muc khong tring ctr co thé hitu ich cho chuyén nay. Co
diéu dung dén ngudi quan doi, hay tinh bao cling mat kha nhiéu thoi gian day.”

“Ké nao da gi€t hai Behan chac chan biét dén sy c6 mat cua Reuben ¢ do, va gai bay anh ta,
dong nghia vé1 viéc chung cling dang theo doi can nha.”

“Y anh 1a nhitng k¢ ¢ can nha ddi dién ma Reuben dé cap phai khong?” Caleb danh bao néu y
kién.

Stone 14c¢ dau phu nhan, “Khong phai vay. Vu hoa hoan s€ do déng bon cua tén sat thu dung ra,
bon chung thira bi€t vu theo doi dang dién bién ra sao, va viéc phong hoa chi 1a chiéu danh lwra va tao
co hoi cho ching vao nha, gi€t Behan va tau thoat.”

“Ké hoach hay nhi,” Caleb ca tung.

Stone tra 10, “Béy gio toi vao thanh phd thim Reuben déy.”

“Ho c6 hoi can cude hay gi khong, Oliver?” Milton hoi.

“Ho c6 hoi, nhung 1an trudc khi t6i bi kiém tra, cho du khéng c6 ciing khong gan 13 ¢ t6i.”

“T6i tin 1a Susan c6 thé tim cho anh mot thé cin cude day,” Milton 1én tiéng, “Cb ta co vai tha
do cua dan FBI nhin ctr nhu that.”

Caleb hua theo, “Ma c6 ban dong nghiép gan da ctia chung ta dau rodi nhi?”

“C0 ay co6 vai ké hoach khac ro61,” Stone tra 1o1.

Jerry Bagger ngdi trong phong 1am viéc véi vé o rii thit bai hiém c6 di voi mot ngudi nhu han.
Nhitng tdm hinh ctia Annabelle va Leo dd dugc than trong giri di vao thé gidi ngdm va téi gid van
chua c6 ai noi ra duoc hanh tung cua ho. Piéu dang ngac nhién ¢ day khong phai 13 chuyén khong c6
mot birc hinh rd rang nao cua hai ké do, ma 1a viéc c6 cam giac ho biét chd nao cod gén may theo doi
vay. Hién tai, cho du nguoi cua hén da lam hét stec dé ngan chan thong tin nhitng tén ltra bip da tim
dén ngai Bagger dang kinh thi no van it nhiéu bi 16 ra, va diéu d6 c6 khi lai cang gay bat loi hon ca su
that, boi vi n6 tao diéu kién cho suy doan va 15i don nham. Toém lai, hin hién 13 tim diém cua nhiing
161 dua cot, va viéc do6 chi khién ga thém dién tiét, quyét tam phai tim dugc cap nam nit kia, x¢ thit ho



qua may cua trong lic hin diém nhién ngdi quay hinh lai canh twong rung ron nhat trén doi nay.

Phong cua ho da bi luc soat ki ludng, tuy vay khong tai nao tim ra mot vét van tay nho, tham chi
ngay ca ly ubng nudc cua ho ciing dugc lau sach ddu vét. Con cai dién thoai di dong ma Annabelle
ném bay vao twong d3 nam gon trong sot rac va bay gid dang chu du dén khu d6 rac nio d6 cua bang
Jersey ca cai cira sO trong bon ngdy ciing che ddu hanh tung cua ho. Bagger vo dau, hin chinh 1a ké da
quyét dinh ting thém thoi gian, va ciing chinh hin d ty dwa minh vao trong.

Con quy cdi d6 da lén hét nhitng ké hoach nhw vdy, né dwa cho minh cdi thong long, con
minh ty siét day.

Hin dtmg day va tién vé phia cira s6. Han ludn ty hao minh 13 ké danh hoi ra nhitng muru mo
nhu vay trudce khi c6 ké thuc hién nd va giy hai cho hin. Nhung hin phai tr nhan day 13 1an dau tién
chinh hin 1a dbi tugng cua vu lura gat, trong khi tit ca nhitng lan khac doi tuong lai 1a song bac cua
han. P chi 14 nhitng nuru mo ngin han, nham lira tién tir nhirng ban xi-phé, ru-16t ctia hin ma thoi. Lan
nay thi khac, chi huy vu bip 1an ndy 1a mot phu nit biét chinh xdc mubn gi, va sir dung tit ca nhitng
manh khoe ma 4 c6, ngay ca cai thir xua nhu trai dat 13 tinh dyc.

Nhung hin phai cong nhan a nhip vai rat tot, hin van con nhé nhu in nhitng cau chuyén a bia ra,
viéc 4 ngat va mo hé théng nghe trom diing ltc, ngay ca viée a da 1am cho han tin tuong 4 13 gian diép
chuyén nghiép 1am viéc cho chinh pht. Chinh nhiing tiéu tiét nhu vy da gop phan lam cho han tin ca
cau chuyén bia to 16n hon dﬁng sau.

Hin liéc ra ngoai cura s0, tri 6c lién tudng dén cu dién thoai, cai ca dién thoai hen gap ga sau
khi ¢6 a gia v kham pha ra dam can vé ctia hin dang bam theo. Han di n6i doi 4 rang hin d3 ra roi
van phong, trén dudng ra khoi thanh phd, con & thang thing chi rd han dang & trong chinh vin phong.
Chinh tir 101 nhan xét d6 da 1am cho hin tin tudng 4 hon, ring dam ngudi ndo d6 dang theo ddi han.
Theo doi u?

Han nhin vao cai khach san cao hai muoi ba tang trén duong Boardwalk, twong tu nhu toa nha
cua han, noi day ctra so trong thang qua van phong cua han. Do khon nan! Thé la du réi! Han gao 1én
vO1 tén vE si.

Sau vai thir thu tuc, chat van phién ha va ca ct dién thoai cho luat su ctia Reuben, cudi cung
Oliver cling dugc vao tham ban trong tu. Khi canh ctra nha tu dong lai phia sau lung 6ng, Stone hoi
glat minh. Truéc day, du gi ong cling tu’ng o tu, cho du khong phai 1a nha tu My. Khong, cling khong
han, ong ty bao chita, vi 1an chat van gin ddy nhat cua ong 13 do nhitng ngudi My dong huong thuc
hién ngay chinh trén dat My ma.



Cho rang can phong tham thin nhan duoc theo ddi chit ché, Stone va Reuben ndi nho vira du
nghe, va chi sir dung nhirng tir nglr vira du, tham chi Stone cling bat dau gd nhip chan xudng san.

Reuben suy doan, “Anh cho réng am thanh c6 thé 1am roi thiét bi nghe trom dién tir a?”
“Ciing khong han thé, nhung diéu d6 1am t6i thay thoai mai hon.”

Reuben mim cuo1 va cling bat dau nhip chan, “Vu hoa hoan?” dng thi tham.

“Vang, to1 biét,” Stone tran an, “Anh 6n ch?”

“Chi bi mdt ct vao dau, luat su cua toi s& xem d6 1a mdt 101 bién ho cho vu nay.”
“Thé con ddu van tay trén sung thi sa0?”

“Khéng ¢b ¥ cham phai.”

“Caleb c6 1y giai voi dam canh sat rang anh dang & d6 canh sach thdi,” Reuben gt dau, “Con gi
khac khong?”

Reuben lac dau, “To61 chi quan tdm té1 vu diéu tra cua chung ta, ma thay sy viéc co6 vé lang
xudng.”

“Van dang tién trién, tinh hinh 12 vay.”
“Gitr lién lac v&1 nhau phai khong?”
Stone gt nhe, “Anh con can gi thém khong?”
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Co, phai chi c6 Johnnie Cochran ¢ day. Nhung dang tiéc 1a ong ta lai dang trong phong xir
an trén tro1 ro61.” Ong ngung lai mot chat, “Thé con Susan thi sao?”
Stone ngan ngtr, “Co 4y ban roi.”

Khi Stone rdi chd d6, 6ng thay c6 hai nguoi dan dng, chac han 1a nhan vién canh sat, dang theo
do1 tir mot vi tri ¢6 dinh. “Anh s€ cho may chli em tung tang mdt liuc,” 6ng 1am bam va trong dau hinh
dung ra nguoi ké tiép ong can gap.
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Roger Seagraves doc tin trén mang trong gid 1am viéc, ké bi tinh nghi 1a hung thu da dugc nhan
dang 1a Reuben Rhodes, c¢6 tat xau 1a nghién ruou, tung phuc vu trong quan doi va Co quan Tinh bao
Qudc phong, 14 nguoi dot sach nhiéu cy cau trong nhitng ndm con dwong chirc. Hién ké tinh nghi nay
dang 1am viéc & mot kho bdc d& hang tai tha ¢6 Washington va sdng an dat trong mot cin nha toi tan &
ngoai 6 phia bac bang Virginia. Td bao con ¢6 ¥ nhin manh rang, hung thi 13 mot tay ché tao min hen
gio tai tinh, va chinh nguoi ndy, v4i su chan ghét chién tranh da tirng thu tiéu mot tay chuyén 1am giau
bang cach cung cap thtr vii khi chét nguoi cho nhitng noi can ching dé tao ra chién tranh. Cau chuyén
hay dén dang ngo.

Khi Seagraves nhin thiy gi dan 6ng to 16n budc vao nha tir canh cira sau, han khong biét phai
xtr 1y thé nao. Liéu d6 c6 phai 1a ké trom, nhung rd rang 13 chudng bao dong khong vang 1én, va sang
som hom sau, ga ra khoi nha tay khong. Pém hom sau nita, Seagraves da tim ra mot co hdi vang dé tao
ra vo kich hay cho dam canh sat.

Hin da danh thoi gian cho chinh phy, va ton gid cho lién bang, va bay gid 1a lic danh riéng cho
han, han can phai nhdn mot chut gi d6. Tuy hanh dong nay chang c6 vé gi 1a thu gidn nhu véi ¢ nang &
Co quan An ninh Qudc gia, nhung ma cong viée thi phai ¢6 lic nay lac khac. Diéu quan trong 1a phai
gitt cho nhitng mdi 1am an véi han vui vé va theo gudng, dong thoi khong bi nghi ngd. Ciing may, nhd
vao vi tri ctia minh & CIA, hin c6 thé duoc tiét 16 vai thong tin quan trong vé nhirng cudc diéu tra danh
cho dam nhén vién tinh bdo ndi bd. Hon thé, FBI ¢ nhung tay va gitt nhiéu trong trach quan trong di
nita, v&i moi quan hé ctia minh, hén co thé tim hiéu xem ké nao duoc hian hanh “trong danh séach tinh

nghi”.

Tai ning ctia hin d3 duoc chimg minh qua viéc miii tén tinh nghi khong bao gio chia vé han ca.
C6 vé nhu CIA khong thé tin rang mdt trong nhirng tay 4m sat ky cyu nhu hin lai gio tro. Liéu ching ¢6
ngay tho nghi vé diéu d6 mdt cach gian don nhu vay? Néu sy that 1a thé, hin that so cho mot vién canh
an ninh qudc gia suy yéu chi vi nhirng ké cam dau dam tinh béo lai dé bi x6 mili dén vay. Nhung ciing
con tén Alderich Ames 1a bang ching duoc phanh phui diy chtr, c6 diéu Seagraves ndy khon ngoan
hon gi d6 nhiéu lam.

Seagraves nhan lénh giét ngudi tir chinh phu, do vay, nguyén tic cam két, trong ngit canh nay
phap luat va ménh 1énh khong dugc ap dung v6i han. Han gidng nhu mot van dong vién chuyén nghiép,
khéo 1éo xir 1y tinh hubng khi 1am chil dugc san dau. Nhitng tay nhu vay boc 16 nhitng nét hip dan khan
gia ngay trén san thi dau, va cling chinh nhirng tinh cach dic trung dy lam ho tré nén nguy hiém hon.
Néu nhu Seagraves co6 thé khong bi vudng vao nhitng vu giét ngudi bao nim qua, thi han tin ring
khong c6 gi ma han khong thé 1am ca. Tham chi cho du han c6 xem sat tht 13 nghé cia minh, han ciing
khong muoén 1am viéc cho ai ca. Han tu thin van dong, cho du 1a ¢ Trung Pong hay Vién DPong, hay bat
clr no1 nao nguoi ta mudn hin dén va két 1iéu doi ké nao d6. Hin van 13 ké thich mot minh, di dugc



chirng nhan vé tim 1y, va d6 ciing 1a 1y do ngay tir dau han duoc dio tao 1am tay sat thu.

Hin danh xe dén mot khu thé thao tai McLean, bang Virginia, cach dau ndo ctia CIA mot doan
khong xa, chay theo duwong Chain Bridge. HOm nay han s€ choi quan vogt véi tay trudng ban, mot ga
luc nao cling tu phu vé long yéu nudce, yeu cong viéc va ca cu s truong danh xoay bong bang tay trai.

Ho hoa nhau trong hai van dau, va Seagraves phai dau tranh v&i ban than xem liéu c6 nén cho
ong s€p cua minh thang van thr ba hay khong. Nhung cu6i cung, tinh than thé thao khong nhan nhugng
cua han da chién thing du han cling gia by sap thua té1 noi. Dau sao thi han cling tré hon ong ta muoi
1am tudi ma.

“T6i thua ri, Roger,” ga sép than tho.

“C6 1& tbi nay t6i choi hing thoi, nhung ma ciing chang phai dé dang gi ddu, néu chung ta trac
tud1 nhau, chac gi to1 co thé danh bai ong.”

Theo danh gia ctia ngudi sép, han 1a mot tay da tru viing & tong hanh dinh cta CIA tai Langley,
Virginia trong mot tho1 gian dai, va su ddi mat voi nguy hiém bao nhiéu lai cang khién hén thich tha
bay nhiéu. Tay sép nay biét rat it vé nhitng hoat dong trong qué khtr ctia han cho Cuc, vi rd rang cdu
lac b ba sé sdu cua hin duge bung bit thong tin gin nhu tuyét d6i, diéu dé& hiéu thoi. Tuy vay, ga lai
biét rat o viéc Seagraves da lam viéc nhiéu nim cho Iinh vuc tinh b4o, va duoc Cuc cho leo 1én hang
“(,iinh”. Ciing vi nhitng 1y do d6, Seagraves nhan dugc nhiéu sy kinh trong hon miy tay ngang hang véi
han.

Trd lai khu giir d, trong luc doi tay sép tam tap, Seagraves md hoc t va 1ay khin tam ra. Han
lau mat va lau kho toc. Roi ca hai cung 14i xe dén trung tim Reston va dung bita tdi tai nha hang
Clyde, cung ngdi thudng thirc cdc mén ngon gan 16 sudi trong khong khi 4m cung ciia nha hang. Sau
d6, ca hai tam biét nhau, va mdi ngudi di mdi ngd. Seagraves doi tay sép 1ai xe chay di, roi thong
dong tan bo xudng khu duong chinh cta trung tim, han dirng trudc mdt rap hat.

Rap hat, cong vién va nhitng noi cong cong dai loai nhur vy 1a noi cung cip tai liéu va nhén tién
ctia dam tinh bao trudc day. Seagraves c6 thé hinh dung ra canh trao tay mot goi bap rang, ma bén
trong chic chin chira nhitng thir quan trong hon chi la bo, tuy té nhi, nhung hoat dong tinh bao kiéu vay
cO v€ vung vé. RS rang la hén d3 thuc hién viéc trao d6i véi tay truéng ban ma chic han ké nao cho
du ¢6 quan sat cing khong nhin ra duoc. Pam CIA hau nhu chua bao gior thyc hién nhitng man theo doi
hai nhan vién gip g&, dic biét 1a choi vai van quin vot va an téi voi nhau. Khai niém vé nhitng tay
dic vu truyén théng cho rang d6 1a hanh dong mot minh, nén d6 ciing 1a 1y do hin moi tay sép ngay tho
]am tAm binh phong cho minh.

Han 14i xe vé nha, cAm chiéc khin tim mang theo tir ti d0, budc vao mdt gian phong nho & tang
ham, 4n sau vach tuong nguy trang. PO 1a mot dang “két sat” ctia hin, noi khong ai dugc phép dom
ngd. Hin dé khin tim 1én ban va voi tay 14y chiéc ban ti hoi nude. Biéu twong ciia trung tim thé thao
duoc may thang vao bé mit khin, c6 diéu néu khin nay 1a khin ctia khu trung tim d6. Ban sao ciing tam
chp nhan, c6 diéu céi 16-go chi dinh ho 1én trén nén vai, kiéu may miéng dan duoc 1a 1én quén 40 cua
tré nho. Miéng 16- -g0 nhanh chéng bi troc ra va mit sau ciia né 13 thir ma Seagraves phai tray trat do
mo hdi sau 3 van quan vot mdi co dugc: doan bang ghi am dai dung 4 inch.



Str dung mot dung cu phong dai kha tinh vi, ma chi c¢6 nhitng nguo1 gitr chirc vu quan trong mai
duogc s6 hitu, hin bat dau doc va gial ma thong tin trén doan bang ghi am. Sau do hén lai mat m3 hoa
doan bang, sip xép thanh hinh thirc thich hop va giri cho Albert Trent. Hin may mo 1am dén tan khuya,
nhung c6 hé gi, khi dong vai 1a sat thi, hin thudng phai lam viéc luc khuya nhu vay, va nhitng thoi
quen cii khé ma bé duoc.

Héin con mot viéc nita dé 1lam trude khi ngay két thuc. Han dén ngdn tu dac bi¢t cua minh, mo
khoa, tat hé thong bao vé va budc vao trong. Mdi ngay han dén ddy mot 1an dé nhin bo suu tap ciia
minh. Téi nay, hin da tim thém mot thir nita, du han thdy hoi buc minh khi chi c6 médt cai, dang 1y phai
12 mot cap. Han 161 tha d6 ra khoi tii 4o khoac. D6 1a khuy 40 ming-sét cia Cornelius Behan ma mot
cong sy cua hén hién dang lam viéc cho Cong ty Clru hoa da dua cho hén. Chic 1a Behan di 1am roi
nod khi di1 tham khu nha kho, mot cudc Viéng tham da dan dén cai chét cua hin. Behan di co6 thé phén
ndo doan ra cai chét cua Jonathan va han khong duoc phép tiét 16 thong tin cho bat cir ai.

Seagraves dit khuy 40 mang-sét 1én mot cai ké nho trong phong canh mot cai yém cua tré em.
Hin van chua c6 thir gi ctia ¢6 gai hin da ban, nhung hin s& tim ra duoc tong tich cua co ta va ldy tha
gi d6. Han dd ban Behan dau tién, gi ndm quy xudng san, va chira mot khoang tréng dé han dé xu 1y
lubn c6 4. Han vAn con nhé 15 lac d6, ¢6 4 van dang quy gan cira s6 va nhin ra phia vién dan dau tién
duoc ban ra. Seagraves khong biét liéu ¢ 4 co thiy hin hay khong, nhung diéu d6 khong quan trong
nita. Hin cling chéng cho & c6 co hdi rén la, vi vién dan bay théng vao khuon mat xinh dep cua 4. Pam
tang v4i quan tai day kin s& danh cho ca hai vi vét thuong ra liic ndo ciing ning hon vét thwong vao ca.

Khi han nhin dén khoang tréng ké bén cai khuy mang-sét, han ty hira voi 1ong s& tim cho ra mot
vat cua 4 ta va nhu vay bo suu tap cua han s€ luon dugc cap nhat méi hoan toan. Va han thich the.



Chuong 46

Phai mit mot it strc luc Stone mGi cit duoc hai cai dudi theo sau. Sau do, ong lap tirc vao trong
mdt ngdi nha bo hoang, 6ng goi d6 13 noi an ndp an toan, 6ng thay doi trang phuc va quay tro lai phd
Good Fellow. Ong di ngang qua nha cta DeHaven roi dén nha ctia Behan. PAm phong vién di dimg 16
nhd phia bén ngoai cho doi su xut hién cta nguo1 gda phu xau s6 va bi qua mat. Can nha bi hoa hoan
phia dbi dién dudng 1an trude van hoang tan.

Tir goc duong ong gia vo ding lai xem ban d6 va bi mat quan sat ngdi nha ctia Behan thi mot
chiéc xe tai chd do dac dirng trude cira nha, c¢6 hai gi luc ludng budc xudng xe. Mot ¢d hau gai budc
ra mo cuta va ca ddm phong vién nhdn nhao han 1én. Pam tho vao trong nha, vai phit sau ho khé né
khiéng ra mot ruong gd 16n. RS rang dam tho rat khoé nhung ciing phai dung hét strc binh sinh dé
khiéng cai ruong, va cling nhu ddm phong vién, Stone c6 chung ¥ nghi: Ba qua phu dang nap trong
ruong dé thoat khoi dam phong vién. Thé nao dé ciing lai 1a mot tin s6t déo cho ma xem!

Mot vai tiéng chudng dién thoai reo vang, va dam phong vién nhay vao xe, theo dudi chiéc xe
tai. Hai chiéc xe hoi dang bam try tai phia sau nha xuat hién va chay theo. Tuy nhién, con vai tay
phong vién & lai, ¢6 18 ho ciing cam nhan dugc chat manh khoe gi d6. Ho gia vo nhu chay theo vé phia
cudi duong, nhung lai dau xe & mdt goc khuét nao dé va tiép tuc quan sat. Mot phut sau, ctra trudc nha
mé toang, va 1an ndy mdt phu nit trong trang phuc ngudi lam xudt hién cung chiéc mil rong vanh.
Ngudi phu nit leo 16n mdt chiéc xe dau sin phia trude san va lai di.

Stone lai cdm nhan ¥ nghi hi¢n tai cia dam phong vién con lai, theo do chiéc xe tai cho hang chi
1a ké nguy trang, va ba qua phy hoa trang thanh c6 hau gai. Lan nay nhitng tay phong vién con lai chay
theo chiéc xe ctia cd ngudi hau. Co su tham gia cta hai chiée xe khac tir goc duong ké bén, hoa chung
sy nhon nhip cua nhitng nguoi cung nganh.

Stone nhanh chong di vong ra cudi goc phd va dén day nha ké tiép, tiép giap voi phia hong sau
nha ctia Behan. O d6 c6 mot hém nho, 6ng kién nhin doi tai bo tuong rao khu d6. Ong chang phai doi
lau vi vai phat sau, mot phu nit trong trang phuc quan tay, 40 khoac den dai va d6i mii rong vanh lup
Xup xuit hién. Do chinh 1a Marilyn Behan, vg ctia ngudi qua cd. Khi di dén cudi hém, ba ta dung lai
va nhin xung quanh.

Lic ndy, Stone budc ra khoi bd tudng va cat tiéng, “Ba c6 phai 1a ba Behan khong a?”
Ba ta giat minh va nhin 6ng.
“Anh la a1? Lai 1a tay phong vién dai nhu dia nira chir gi?”

“Khong, t61 l1a ban cta Caleb Shaw, ngudi1 hién dang 1am viéc tai Thu vién Quéc hdi. Ching ta
tung gap nhau tai dam tang cua Jonathan DeHaven.”



Ba ta c6 veé dang luc loi tri nhd, voi that do cua ba ta, cd vé nhu ba ta dang say, du khong théy
mui rugu trong hoi thd. Li¢u c6 phai do ba ta say thuoc khong?

“A, t6i nhG 1di. To6i con nhd minh d3 dua ra 101 chdm biém vé cach hiéu ctia CB vé dot tir nita
kia.” Ba ta thinh linh ho khan va 1u1 hai 161 ra mgt manh khan giay trong gio.

“T6i xin chia budn cing ba,” Stone thanh khan, du hy vong ba ta s& khong nhd ra chuyén
Reuben, ké da bi budc td1 gi€t chong ba ta, cling ndm trong nhom cuia ho.

“Céam on anh,” doan ba ta nhin vé phia cud1 hém va noi ti€p, “Toi nghi dung day cd vé hoi ky

“T6i ¢6 nhin thdy ddm phong vién thua ba. Téi hiéu day qua 13 mot giai doan kho khin cua ba,
nhung ba da ltra dugc hg. Di€u nay chiang dé chut nao ca.”

“Néu anh lay mot tay giau c6, nguot 1ic nao cling 1a tam diém cua sy chu y, chac hdan anh s€ biét
cach danh Itra gi¢i bao chi ma.”

“To1 c6 thé no1 chuyén voi ba mot chat khong? Hay dung mot coc ca phé nhé.”

Ba ta boi ro1, “To61 khong bi€t nira, lGc nay qua la kho khan.” Mat ba ta danh lai, “To1 la1 vira
mat chong, me kiep!”

Gigng Stone van than nhién, “Viéc nay c6 lién quan dén cai chét cuia chong ba day. Toi muon hoi
ba vé nhitng gi 6ng ta da nodi tai dam tang.”

Ba ta d6t ngdt ngung lai, giong canh giac. “Anh biét vé céi chét ciia chong toi 42”

“Ciling khong han 1a nhiéu, c6 di€u t61 nghi n6 phan nao li€n quan dén cai chét cua Jonathan,
cling c6 vé mo am, va ca hai nguoi lai 1a hang xo6m, ca hai déu chét rat la.”

Dot nhién ba ta tinh tao han, “Anh ciing khong nghi 14 Jonathan ciing chét vi bi nhdi mau co tim
phai khong?”

Ciing? “Ba Behan, ba c6 thé danh ra vai phat khong, chuyén rat quan trong diy.”

Ho cung ngdi nham nhap ca phé tai mgt nha hang nho. Stone 1€n tiéng trude, “Chong cua ba cod
nhdc v&i ba vi cai chét cua DeHaven a?”

Ba ta nhép mot ngum ca phé, kéo mii thép Xuéng va ndi nho, “Toi c6 thé khéng dinh v61 anh réng
CB khong nghi 1a anh ta b1 dau tim ma chét dau.”

“Sao lai khong? Ong ta biét diéu gi?”
“T6i khong rd, anh 4y chang truc tiép néi gi cho toi biét ca.”

“Vay lam sao ba biét ong dy khong tin?”



Marilyn Behan ngan ngtr, “Sao t6i lai phai cho 6ng biét chuyén nay nhi?”

“Vay dé t6i thé hién sy thanh that ctia minh, va hi vong ba s& dap tra.” Rdi 6ng ké cho ba ta nghe
chuyén cua Reuben va tai sao anh ta lai vao nha tu du Stone khéo 1éo khong dé cap vu 6ng nhom. “Anh
ta chiang giét chong cua ba dau, anh ta & d6 vi t6i bao anh ta trong nom cin nha thoi. Co nhiéu chuyén
la dang xay ra gan ddy ¢ khu vuc niy.”

“G1ong nhu chuyén gi?”
“Gi1ong nhu ké & can nha doi dién.”

Giong ba ta cing thang, “T6i chang biét ti gi vé diéu nay ca, ma CB ciing chang bao gi nhic
chuyén nay. Toi bi€t rang anh 2y luon c6 cam giac nguoi ta theo do1 minh, giong nhu bon FBI, lic nao
cling do xét b&1 moc cong viee cua anh ay. Viée xau co thé co, cod thé khong, nhung anh ay c6 nhiéu ké
thu.”

“Ba bao rang ong ta chang noi tryc tiép vGi ba vé cai chét cia Jonathan nhung tai dam tang, c6
vé nhu ong ta muén c6 sy chic chin rang dé chmh 1a vi nh6i mau co tim. Ong ta con cho rang co khi
vi¢c kham nghiém tr thi cling khong chinh xac.”

Ba ta dit cc ca phé xudng, bdi r6i dua tay chui vét son dinh trén miéng cde. “Ngay no, tdi c6
loang thoang nghe mot cudc dién thoai cua CB, to1 chflng phai c¢d tinh nghe trOm hay ra sao ca,” ba ta
nhanh chong phan bua, “chi 1a vi lac d6 tdi dang tim mot quyén sach va anh 4y ciing ¢6 mit trong thu
vién va goi dién, con cura thi chi khép ho.”

“To1 nghi ba khong co tinh,” Stone tran an.

“To6i nghe thdy anh Ay nodi chuyén voi ai do, rang DeHaven vira kiém tra tim mach va moi thu
déu binh thuong. Anh éy con tiét 16 thém rﬁng, sau vai cudc noi chuyén vo1 dam canh sat ¢ D.C anh éy
biét thém két qua kham nghiém ttr thi cua DeHaven c6 khi chang 1am ngudi ta vui dau. C6 diéu ho
chang néi ra thoi. Giong anh dy c6 vé lo lang va anh 4y mubn tu minh s& timra sy that.”

“Li€u Ong ta c6 lam diéu d6?”

“T6i chang c6 thoi quen hoi xem anh Ay s& di dau va lam gi, va anh 4y ciing lich sy nhu vay véi
to1. Y tO1 1a, nguyén nhan cai chét ciia anh ay da ching thuc sy 1am lac cua minh. Lic do, t61 bay sang
New York hoi voi cho nén t61 cling khong biét li€u minh ¢6 nhay cam, vi &nh mait cua anh ay luc do
lam t61 phai hoi anh ay di dau va c6 chuyén gi khong. Ma noi that, to1 con khong biét anh ay dang s&
hitu cai cong ty quy quai do nira.”

“Cong ty a, cOng ty gi?”

“Cong ty Ctru hoa, toi nghi thé. Hay dai loai thé.”

“Vay la 6ng ta dén cong ty?”

“Vang.”



“Cd6 not cho ba biét tai sao khong?”

“Chi n6i so rang anh 4y mudn kiém tra thir gi d6. A, anh Ay c6 no6i vé thu vién, hay 1a cai noi
nio d6 ma Jonathan dang 1am viéc day, ca chuyén cong ty anh ay ky két hop dong voi thu vién dé lap
dit hé thong chita chay nay no. Va chuyén anh ay biét ring c6 mot s xilanh bi trdo, va nhin xét rang
c6 vé nhu ¢ su 16n xon kiém ké gi d6.”

“Ba biét rang 6ng ay da timra di€u gi a?”

“Khong, t6i dd ndi rang t6i di New York ma. Anh Ay chang goi bao toi, ma lac t6i goi thi anh ay
chang nhac dén, to1 quén béng.”

“Giong 6ng dy c6 buc boi khi ba hoi khong?”

“Khong, cling nhu thuong 18,” ba ta ngirng mdt chat. “A, t6i nhd rdi, anh Ay bao chic phai kiém
tra lai hé thong 6ng dan trong nha, t61 dang nghi anh ay noi dua.”

“Hé thong 6ng dan a? Ong ta n6i dén 6ng nao?”
“To1 khong rd. To1 nghi d6 1a hé thong khi gas, c6 thé bi 1o ri va dé gdy n6.”

Trong dau Stone lién tuéng dén nhitng gi da xay ra voi ngai Bob Bradley, Chii tich Ha vién.
Nhung sau do, nghi dén chuyén khac 1am 6ng hoi ngay.

“Ba Behan ndy, trong nha ba ¢ hé thong phun nuée chira lira khong?”

“Khong, khong thé. Chung toi c6 mdt bd suu tip tranh kha 16n, va khong dung nuée duge.
Nhung CB cling so hda hoan lam, ctr nhin nhitng gi xdy ra phia can nha doi dién 1a anh cling hiéu. Anh
ay cho lap dat mot hé thong co thé dap tat lira ma khong dung nuéce day. Toi chiang biét n6 hoat dong ra
sao ca.”

“Toi hi¢u rdi.”
“Vay la anh tin rang ké nao da gi€t Jonathan ciing sat hai CB luon a?”

Stone gat dau, “TA1 tin vay. Va néu toi 1a ba, to1 s€ dén ¢ cho khac, tranh xa chd nay cang sé6m
cang tot.”

Ba ta m& to mit, “Anh nghi t0i dang gip nguy hiém u?”
“E la vay.”

“Vay t6i s& quay vé New York trong chiéu nay.”
“Hoan toan 1a quyét dinh sang sudt.”

“To1 mong 1a canh sat s€ cho phép, vi to1 phai trinh ho chiéu cho ho xem. Toi cling thugc dién
tinh nghi nira. Dau sao t01 cling 1a vg, tuy t01 c6 chirng ¢& ngoai pham hoan toan thuyet phuc, nhung
biet dau ho lai chang nghi t61 s€ mudn nguoi khac lam.”



Stone thang than, “Chuyén ndy di ting xay ra.”
Ho cung im lang trong vai gidy, rdi ba ta tiép, “Anh biét day, CB rat yéu toi.”
“T6i cling nghi thé,” Stone lich su tra 10i.

“Khong dau, t6i hiéu nhitng gi anh dang nghi. Nhung dung 1a anh ay yéu t6i, nhitng phu nit khac
chi 1a choi qua duong, ho dén va di. Téi 1a ngudi duy nhat cung anh 4y 1am 1& & nha tho, anh ay d¢é lai
cho t61 mo1 thir.”

Ba ta nhap thém mot ngum ca phé nita roi néi tiép, “Anh biét khong, mot diéu nghich 1y 14 anh Ay
lam gidu bang viéc budn ban vii khi, nhung ban than CB lai ghét sung ng, va chang c6 1dy mot khau &
nha. Anh ay xuat than tir k¥ su va rat gioi, anh ay lai lam viéc rat siéng nang.” Ba ta ngung mot chit,

“Anh a ay yéu t01, bang ban nang cua nguorl phu ni¥, t01 cadm nhan dleu d6. Toi ciing rat yéu anh 4 ay, cho
du anh a ay pham nhleu sai lam. T6i mii van khong tin dugc anh Ay d3 ra di, va mot phan tam hon toi
cling chét theo anh 4y.” Ba ta lau voi nudc mat.

“Thua ba Behan, tai sao ba lai n6i déi t6i.”

“Sao co a?”

“Ba d noi dbi t6i? Ba van khong biét toi 13 ai, sao lai ndi d6i?”

“Anh dang noi cai quai gi vay? T6i khong noi dbi. Toi rat yéu anh y.”

“Néu ba that sy yéu ong ta thi ba dau c6 thué tham tir tu theo ddi 6ng ta tir can nha d6i dién. Liéu
hdn c6 phai 1a nguoi chyp may tam hinh ctua nhitng c6 nang tré trung hay ra vao nha ba?”

“Sao anh ddm n6i vay! Toi ching co lién quan gi viéc ndy ca. Biét dau d6 13 nguoi cta FBI
dang theo do1 CB.”

“Khong dau, dam nhan vién FBI du khon ngoan dé lap thanh tram & do, it nhét cling c6 mOt nam
mot nit, va s€ song nhu gia dinh binh thuong & d6. Ho cling bi€t cach hoa nhap cudc song, nhu bo rac,
va nhitng cong vi¢c lat vat thuong ngay, ma chang dé cho ai phat hién ra ho ca. Ma tai sao FBI lai phai
quan sat nha cua ba nhi? Li¢u ho c6 tin vao mdt Iy 1€ kém thuyet phuc rang chong ba s€ gip g vai tén
dong bon & d6? FBI cling khong han 1a c6 nhiéu kinh phi dé bam tai nhirng noi can canh gitt, mic cho

ching dang ngd ¢& nao.” Ong lac dau, “T6i hy vong ba khong tra cho cong ty d6 nhiéu tién, vi ho
chang dugc viéc ti nao.”

Ba ta nhom ngudi day va noi to, “Do chét tiét!”

“Ba da nén ly di Ong ta, roi Om nira gia tai, tr¢ thanh mot phy nir ty do.”

“Sau khi hin da boi nho t6i nhur thé u? Kéo ca 6 diém vao nha cua t6i? T6i mudn han phai tra
gia. Anh no1 dung: t61 da thué tham tr tu va sap dat cho anh ta trong cdn nha d6. Vay thi sao nao?

Ngay ca hinh cta 3o chong toi va dam quy cai d6 nira? V&i nhirng thir 46, toi bat 13o phai tra bang
mau va ép 140 phai dwa moi thir cho t6i. Néu khéng, moi thir s& bi phanh phui hét, rd rang chinh quyén



lién bang khong thich chuyén nhitng nha thau tién hanh thoa hiép. Con 130 CB lai c6 rat nhiéu cai goi 1a
su dan xép t6i mat. Lao s& chang lam dn sudn sé néu nhu chinh phi biét 140 dang c6 4m muu bét chinh
va bi de doa téng tién. Sau khi hin da ky nhan s€ chuyén moi thir cho t61, t61 s€ bo roi 13o0. Lao khong
phéi 14 nguoi duy nhat ling nhing, t6i ciing c6, va tdi s& chon ngudi minh tin twdng cho ban than dé
cung séng chung. Nhung gior thi toi ¢6 moi thir ma khong can phai tong tién. Qua 1a mdt su tra thi hoan
hao.”

“Ba nén ha giong mot chut, vi nhu ba ciing c6 ndi, canh sat van nghi ba trong dién tinh nghi. Va
cling khong nén lam tang thém sy nghi ngo do.”

Marilyn Behan nhin xung quanh, moi 4nh mat dang d6 don vé phia ba ta. Ba tii mit va ngoi
xuong ghe.

Gio thi dén luot Stone ding day, “Cam on vi da danh thoi gian cho t6i. Thong tin ctuia ba that
hiru ich.” Va 6ng nghiém mat, “Mot 1an nita chia budn vi sy mat mat cua ba.”

Giong ba ta rit 1én, “Hay xubng dia nguc di.”

“Neéu la t61, to1 chac rang minh s€ khong di mot minh dau.”



Chuong 47

Annabelle dang ngdi doi chuyén bay ndi tiép chd co ta ra khoi bang Atlanta. Khi quan sat ching
di md1 cua minh, ¢6 ta chgt lién tudong dén hanh dong ngu ngodc cua Leo. Sao ma anh ta c6 thé 1am di€u
d6 nhi? Néu co6 ta mudn néi1 cho Freddy biét ¢6 ta la ai, c6 ta da ty 1am di€u do6 roi.

Ngudi phat thanh da doc tén chuyén bay, nhung c6 ta nan lai doi dong ngudi xép hang trude. Du
cd ta dap chuyén bay hang nhat, va hoan toan c6 thé 13 nguoi 18n dau tién, nhung theo théi quen, co ta
van thich nhin ddm hanh khach sé& di chung. Khi hang nguoi mdi lac mot thwa di 1a lac ¢o ta chuan bi
kéo thi xach budc vao trong. Co ta khong mang theo nhiéu hanh 1y, ching bi bo lai hau hét & D.C boi
vi c0 ta khong mudn nguoi ta sé kiém tra tai xach ctia minh, 1& lai soi moi viéc cua cd ta. Du sao thi
khi dén mot noi méi ¢o ta c¢é thé mua nhiéu thir khac.

Trong ltc di chuyén vé hudng san bay, Annabelle tinh c& liéc nhin man hinh chiéc ti-vi dat tai
san bay, hi¢n dang chiéu thoi sy cua kénh CNN, ¢b ta ding lai va nhanh chéng dén sat man hinh, doc
nhitng dong chit phu dé trén d6. Quan nhan tirng tham du chién tranh Viét Nam, tén 13 Reuben Rhodes
da bi bat. Tin tirc vé nha tai phiét Cornelius Behan va ban tinh bi ban chét tir ctra s6 nha bén. Rhodes
dang bi tam giam...

“Troi oi,” Annabelle nhu tham.

Loa phong thanh vang 1én, “Chung ti xin thong bao chuyén bay subt s6 hiéu 3457 dén Honolulu
chuan bi cat cdnh. Ching t61 xin mo1 hanh khach 1én may bay.”

Annabelle nhin vé hudng cong san bay, ho chuan bi dong cong, va cd ta quay lai man hinh. Bj
ban tr ctra sO6 nha gan bén a? Vay la Behan da chét, con Reuben bi bat. Chuyén quai quy gi dang xay
ra thé nay, ¢ ta phai tim ra thoi.

Suy nghi ctia Annabelle thinh linh chuyén huéng. Pdy khéng phdi la chuyén cia may,
Annabelle a. Tén Jerry Bagger sdap mo dén réi day. Hay dé cho nhitng nguwoi kia tur lo liéu cho ban
thdn ho. Khéng thé nao Reuben di giét hai Behan cd, va ho sé biét tim cdch, ma cho di khéng ¢é
cach di nita, ciing khéng mdc mé gi may hét. Khéng thé.

Cb ta van khong nhic chan 1én ndi, 1an dau tién trong doi co ta do du.
“Chung t6i xin nhic hanh khach 1én may bay, chung toi sap dong cira chuyén bay 3457.”

Co ta yeu Gt thiic giuc ban than, “Pi thoi nao Annabelle di théi. May dau can phaz biét chuyen
nay, cing chang @i phdi ddu tranh cho né ca, may dau mdc no ai ddu. May ciing chang no' ndn gi
Jonathan ca.”

Cb ta nhin canh ctra cting chuyén bay giup c6 ta chay trén khoi ga Jerry Bagger dong sap lai va



ca ngudi soat vé cling bo di vé hudng khac. Muoi phit sau d6, chiéc Boeing 777 tir tir cdt canh vao
bau troi, dung theo thoi gian biéu, trong lac Annabelle mua mot vé may bay khac vé hudng bic, noi
o chic chan minh s& ndm trong tim kiém soat cta Jerry Bagger va may chém ciia hin. C6 ta khong
biét tai sao minh lai quyét dinh nhu vy, nhung tin siu trong 10ng, cd nghi minh ¢6 cau tra 10i.

Albert Trent dang ¢6 hoan thanh cong viéc ¢ vin phong tai gia. Han bat dau cong viéc hoi tré do
t6i qua phai thirc khuya. Nhitng nhiém vu han phai hoan thanh lién quan dén vi tri 14 mot thanh vién
trong do1 dac nhiém cao cép cua Uy ban Tinh bdo, mot vi tri hin nim gilr trong nhiéu nam, va di dao
tao hin thuan thuc gin nhu tit ca nhitng van dé lién quan dén tinh béo, hay it nhit 14 nhitng phan to
chuirc chia s€ v&1 nhitng nguoi cam dau Quéc hoi. Han vudt vai lon toc, uéng xong cde ca phé, thu don
cdp tap va vai phit sau da sin sang trong chiéc xe hoi hiéu Honda 2 cira. Chi trong ndm nim nira thoi,
hin ¢o thé 14i mot chiée xe sang trong hon & Azgentina chang han, hay 14 viing Nam Thai Binh Duong,
noi han nghe noi 1a thién dudng,

Tai khoan bi mét ctia hin hién dang c6 tién triéu, va han c6 thé nhan doi so tién Ay trong nira
thap nién téi. Nhitng bi mat ma Seagraves ban cho hin dang gia cao nhat trong khung tién thudng. Piéu
ndy khong gidng nhu thoi ky chién tranh lanh ltic nguoi ta trao thong tin chi dé doi lai hai chuc nghin
d6la. Nhirng ké giao dich v&i Seagraves toan sir dung con sd bay chit s6 ma thdi, nhung d6i lai bon ho
lai doi hoi rat nhiéu thi. Trent chua bao gio do hoi xem liéu Seagraves 1dy mdi tir nhitng ngudn nio,
hay hin ta gip ai. Chic chan rang hin chang bao gid ké ma Trent cling chang mudn hoi. Nhiém vu duy
nhat, nhung lai kha quan trong ctia Trent 1a tiép nhan thong tin tir Seagraves dé chuyén tiép 1én mot cap
ma1. Nhitng thu thuat hén st dung hoan toan dgc déo va dé qua mit nguot khac, tham chi co thé n6i do
1a nhitng chiéu ma ngay ca bon nhan vién cia Co quan Tinh bdo M§ van con 16ng ngong.

C6 rat nhiéu tay gian diép day kinh nghiém va tim huyét v&i viée diéu tra bi mat bi 1dy trom va
ban cho ke thu. Tuy vay, ddi v&i Trent, trong gid1 han lam viéc ctua minh, han lai khéo 1éo ludn lach ra
khoi nhitng su rac rdi d6. Nhitng ké diép vién n6i chuyén voi han khong thé nao ngd rang mot nhan
vién binh thuong, vé1 mai toc c¢o veé ky di, chay mot chiéc xe cii k¥, séng trong can nha ti tan, moi
thang chi tiéu vira du trén sé tién luong com lai 14 mot tay ky cuu trong mot t6 chirc dang pha hoai
danh tiéng ctia Co quan Tinh bao M.

Péi voi chinh quyén cao cip, diéu nay hoan toan c6 thé dé hiéu tir mot nguyén nhin siu xa. Vi
hoat dong cua mot t6 chirc tinh bao, ngén hon nam muoi ty dola mdt ndm, hon 120 nghin nhan vién,
khéi lugng cong viéc that khong 10, va chang ai lai chil y dén nhitng chuyén nho nhoi ca. Tuy vay,
Trent lai nhin thiy tay dong nghiép ctia minh, Roger Seagraves hoat dong hiéu qua va chwa bao gio bo
qua chi tiét ndo, du 1a nhd nhét.

Trent c6 tim ra vai thong tin vé ga khi ho bat dau quen biét nhau, nhung chéng duogc gi, cho nén,



mot nguoi ddy kinh nghiém nhu hin thira hiéu rang gd Seagraves hoan toan 1a mot tay biét cach che
giau khéo 160 va day kinh nghiém, va ciing vi thé khong nén xAm pham g lam gi. Ma Trent ciing khong
mudn diéu d6, hin tha chét gia va giau co6 & mdt noi khac hon.

Ngdi trong xe, hin suy nghi vé cudc doi méi ctia minh, chic s& khac bay gid nhiéu, di nhién 1a
vay. C6 diéu han chua bao gio nghi dén sinh mang ctia bao nhiéu ké d bi cudp di vi 1ong tham vo day
ctia han. Nhitng ké ban nu6c nhu han 1am gi ¢6 cai goi 1a lwong tam.

Stone vira vé dén nha sau cudc gip gd voi Marilyn Behan thi c¢6 tiéng g6 ctra. Ong ghé mit ra
nhin thi gap Annabelle, “Chao Oliver.”

Ong chang t6 vé ngac nhién may trudc sy xuat hién cua co ta, ra hi¢u cho co ta vao nha, ro1 hg
cung ngoi1 trude 10 sudi trén hai cai ghe ct.

Giong ong vui vé, “Chuyén di ctia c6 thé nao?”

“Tho1 nao, to1 khong di dau ca.”

“That vay sao?”

“Ong c6 ké cho nhitng nguoi khac biét t6i di khong?”

“Khong.”

“Sao lai khong?”

“Vi t6i biét co s& quay lai.”

Giong c6 ta buc boi, “Chuyén nay 1am t6i kho chiu day, 6ng chang hiéu cai quai gi vé toi ca.”
“Co chu, vi gid nay c6 da ¢ day.”

Cb ta givong mat nhin ong, lac dau, “Ong 13 tay trong nghia trang la lung nhit ma toi tirng biét.”
“Co da gap nhiéu ngudi roi a2”

“Tbi ¢ biét chuyén da xay ra voi Reuben.”

“Pam canh sat da sai [Am cling chi vi bon hg khong biét ro sy viée.”

“Chuing ta phai ctru 0ng ta ra khoi nguc.”



“Chung t6i dang ¢ ging, va t6i nghi Reuben s& on thoi. Toi khong nghi co ké nio dam lam
phién anh ta, vi c6 1an t6i con thiy anh ta ha guc nim tén trong quan bar. Ngoai sttc manh luc sy ctia
minh, anh ta 13 mdt trong nhitng tay danh dAm 4c 6n va manh bao nhit ma toi ting quen, va toi rat
ngudng mo diéu day.”

“C6 ké da d6 16i cho ong ta tai nha Jonathan 4?”
“Dung vay.”
“Sao lai lam diéu d6 nhi? Sao lai giét Behan?”

“Vi hén tinh c& biét tai sao Jonathan chét, chi thé thoi.” Rdi Stone ké cho Annabelle vé ciu
chuyén v6i1 ba goa phu Marilyn Behan.

“Vay 1a chung thu tiéu Behan va dd cho Reuben boi vi ong ta ty nhién xuét hién that dang ltc
nhi?”’

“C6 18 bon chung thiy anh ta di ra di vao can nha d6, va ca vi tri ban tir phia cin gic nén méi
bat dau thuc thi ké hoach. Ching cling bi€t ca viéc Behan dan c6 gai vé nha va cung ¢ trong can phong
do.”

“C6 vé nhu ching ta gip d6i thi dang gom roi ddy, vay gid chung ta can lam gi?”
“Bat dau tir doan phim ctia may quay phim theo ddi trong phong doc.”
“Trén duong quay tré vé ddy, to6i da tim ra ké hoach hanh dong.”

“To1 cling nghi co s€ lam dugce.” Ong ngung lai mdt chut, ro1 tiép, “Neéu khong co ¢d, chiing to1
chang thé hoan thanh cong viéc.”

“Ong dirng ninh t6i nhé, chiing ta con chwra bat dau ma.”

Ca hai cling ngdi im ling suy nghi trong mot ltc.

Annabelle nhin ra ngoai cira so, “Ong biét ddy, canh vat ¢ day rat thanh binh.”

“Voi thay ma u? Tbi lai cam thdy co vé u amroi day.”

C06 nang mim cuo1, ding day, “Pé toi goi cho Caleb va ban ké hoach.”

Stone cling ding day, Vuonrvai, “Tbi e rang toi dd dén tudi gia, khi ma nhimg cong viéc du chi
don gian la cat co cling lam gan c6t mo1 nhur.”

“Udng thudc AdVil[M ay. Toi s& goi cho ong sau, khi t6i d sap xép cong viéc 6n thoa.”

Khi di ngang qua Stone hudng ra cira, c¢6 ta nghe 6ng ndi nhd, “Toi rat vui vi cd da quay lai.”

Annabelle khong phan ng gi ¢4, Stone nhin theo bong ¢ ta cling chiéc xe mat hut.



Chuong 48

Sau khi nhé ra chuyén, Jerry Bagger nhanh chong goi tén giam d6c khach san ngay bén dudng
dén van phong ctia hin va yéu cau tén ay ké chi tiét vé bat ky nguoi khach nio di dén dang ky phong
trén tang thir hai muoi ba, doi dién toa nha cua hin trong ngiy d6. Va & thanh phd Atlantic ndy, khi
Jerry yéu cau ban dén, ban phai dén, va nhu thudng 18 lac nao cling ¢ vai tén vé si hung ton ding vay
quanh.

Giam dbc khach san 13 mot thanh nién tré, kha dién trai, vGi su tham vong va nhiét huyét trong
cong vi¢c, khang khang khong cho tay chu song bai biét di€u gi ca.

“N6i cho chii em may biét nhé, néu chit may khong hé ring, chu may chét chic,” Bagger de doa.
Tay giam d6c do du, “Ong de doa t6i sao?”

“Khong, viéc de doa chi xay ra khi co hdi khong con, con trong truong hop nay, ching ta goi 1a
thuong luong day chir.”

Tay giam ddc tai mit nhung van cuong quyét, “Thong tin 6ng yéu cau hoan toan 1a bao mat, nén
to1 khong thé dua cho 6ng. Khach hang cua ching t61 luén can dugc ton trong quyén riéng tu va chiing
to1 dam bao cao nhat quyén...”

Bagger cat ngang, “Pung thé, ding thé, nhin ndy, 6ng anh chi chi em miy di dudng dé nhé, cha
em muon bao nhiéu?”

“Ong tinh hoi 10 t6i u?”
“Pling dudng roi day.”
“Ong khong dua dy cha?”
“Mot tram... nghin.”

“MOot tram nghin dola a!”

Bagger nhin dam can vé, “Nay miy dira, gi ndy nhanh day, tao phai thué hin vao 1am méi duoc.
Pung thé, mot tram nghin nhanh chong chuyén vao tai khoan cta chi may néu chi may cho tao xem qua
bang danh sach.” Tay giam ddc tinh toan trong gidy lat, nhung 1an nay chinh Bagger mat kién nhan,
“Ma néu chi may khong chiu, thi tao noi that, tao giét luén. Tao s& bé tirng dot xwong cta chi may, trd
thanh bai liét dé chii may chang con dip ké cho ai nghe, thé 1a cha may phai danh quing doi con lai
nam trén giudng, tiéu tiéu tai chd trong khi ngudi khic phai phuc vu. Dbi v6i ong anh day, su viée
khong con 12 Iira chon nita, chi 14 tao ciing biét 1y 18, nén cho chi may thoi gian, ndm gidy nhé!”



Mot gior sau, Bagger di c6 trong tay danh sach hin can, va nhanh chéng do ra nhirng ké tinh nghi,
sau do han lai tiép tuc tra hoi thong tin vé nhitng nguo1 nay. Han chang ton may thoi gian vi mdt trong
sO nhitng ke tinh nghi da st dung dich vu cOng thém tai khach san trong luc y ¢ do.

“Ding roi, tdi ¢6 mat-xa cho anh ta,” nguo1 phu nit tré vt cai tén Cindy thira nhan. Co ta co
than hinh nho nhin, v6i nhitng dudng cong hip dan, toc den sam va khuon mit kha i, thai do co vé
lich 1am. Co ta thdi keo cao su 16p bdp va min mé vai lon toc trong luc nodi chuyén véi Bagger tai
phong riéng cua khu nghi dudng rong 16n cua khach san.

Han nhin ¢6 4 cham cham, “Co em biét anh la ai khong?”

Cindy gat dau, “Ong 1a Jerry Bagger, me em tén 1a Dolores hién dang 1am viéc tai ban gieo suc
sac cua song bac Pompeii ma.”

“R01, anh nhé ro1, con tai sao em lai thich cai cho khi gid nay?”

“Luong thi t¢, dugce cai tien boa cao. May ldo gia khoai c6 may em tré trung s mo, vai ga con
cO ve hirng chi khi em phuc vu day chir. Em ghét may 130 gia tdm muoi lam, nhung dugc cai rong rai
tién bac.”

“Thé con gi nay thi sao?” Bagger liéc vé phia cdi tén di viét sin, “Tén Robby Thomas, ké cho
anh nghe vé han, trudce tién 1a han nhin ra sao nhi?”

Cindy mi€u ta nhan dang cua nguoi dan ong, “Dién trai, nhung coc can. Han chi biét nghi cho
hdn, em chang thich loai ngud1 nay ti nao ca, ngoai ra han gay gio xuong ma lai dep trai, ong hi€u y
em ro1 do, néu co thi dau vat chac em thang han mat. Tom lai la em thich may tay d6 con va vam v.”

“Anh ciing nghi thé. Thé con anh chang ndy, em chi mat-xa thoi, hay con lam gi khac?”

Cindy khoanh tay va ngimg thoi keo cao su, “Thua ngai Bagger, em 13 mdt nguoi chuyén nghiép
cO bang cap nhé.”

Dé dap lai, han 161 muoi to mot tram dola ra khoi vi, “Theé nhu vay c6 du mua bang cua em
khong?”

Cindy nhin mAy t& tién, “Em cho rang nhitng gi minh lam I chuyén riéng ctia minh.”
“Ding thé,” han chia tién ra, “Vay ké cho anh nghe vé hdn nhé.”
Nhung c6 ta lai ngan ngir khi nhan tién, “Néu ké cho 6ng nghe, ¢ khi em lai mat viéc...”

“Nay co em Cindy, anh ching tra cai quai gi ca n€u c6 em chi toan ké chuyén tao lao nhé.” Ro1
han day may to tién vao sau trong 4o c0 ta, “Keé cho anh nghe di, khong dugc nd1 doi vi no1 doi 1a sé
t¢ hon day.”

Cb 4 bat dau noi nhanh, “Em s& ké giong nhu hin dang ton tai & ddy nhé. Em dang mét-xa cho
han thi thay ban tay han ngo ngudy dudi chan ro1 dén cho can dén.”



“Png 1a con tha nhi. Ro61 sao nira?”

“Han bat dau doi hoi nhiéu hon, m&i dau em tir choi, nhung sau d6 hian bat dau pho truong
khoac lac rang han sap v& dugce vai ci bo va tot nhat em phai chiéu han.”

“Cu bo a? Tiép di nao...”

“Han rut tién ra, va bao con nhi€u hon nira. Sau khi em lam viéc xong, han do1 em, ro1 di lam
vai ly rugu, em hoi say, em chiang gioi uong bia rugu ti nao.”

“Pugc rdi, tiép di nao Cindy,” Bagger mat kién nhin, “Anh c6 hoi chimng khong thé chd 1au
duoc.”

C6 4 nhanh nhau, “Cubi cung thi ciing vé phong gi, em chua biét rd gi, em ciing mudn gi dugc
vui d6i chat nén em c6 mat-xa cho g, gd say quéd, con em thy hoi buc minh, sau d6 g khoc nhu dira
tré va dua em mot traim dola. Mot traim ddla chang dau vao dau! Roi gi vao phong tim, nén mira gin
muoi phat. Sau d6 di ra, bao em rang, strc khoé cua gi t& qua, khong con duoc nhu trude nita. Clr nhu
12 em v6 dung 1am!”

“Mot tén ngoc, thé roi sao nira?”
“Chi the tho1, sau d6 em di ve€ nha, vi em va han dau phai hen ho gi v61 nhau dau.”

“Han chang n6i gi thém 4? Han di dau, vé dau, chuyén v bo 1a sao?” C6 a lac dau. Jerry nhin
cO a mot Iic roi bao, “Em ciing biét kinh doanh day, thé chac ciing luc 191 vi han xem c6 v& dugc dong
nao khong trong lic han dang hanh sy trong toilet chu?”

A gian dir, “Em khong phai miy hang gai diém tdm thuong! Sao 6ng lai co quyén ndi nhitng 15i
xuc pham vay?”

“Vay thi bay gio ching ta quay lai thuc té chat nhé, Cin.” Han v nguc, “Anh 1a Jerry Bagger,
con em la ké hen mon, lam nhirng viéc quan h¢ dai loai vi nhitng dong tién 1¢, va bay gio anh s€ hoi
mot 1an nira: em c6 luc vi han dé 1ay thém phan ma em thi€éu khong?”’

“Em khong biét, c6 theé c6, ma gio em cling chang muon ké nira.”

Bagger tién dén nang cdm co 4, quay mat & vé phia minh, mat nhin nhau, “Thé ba gia cua em co
ké cho em nghe vé anh khong nhi?”

C6 nang Cindy luc nay da so chét khiép, “Ba 4y chi bao 6ng 1a mdt ngudi sép gioi thoi a.”
“Con gi khac?”
“Rang ai ma lam ong gian ké nhu tiéu doi.”

“Dung theé, me cua em cling hay day.” Han siét manh cam c6 4, “Néu em muon gdp me minh, thd
sau vao va noi cho anh biét em nhin thay gi trong cai vi cua ga dién trai d6 mau.”

“Da vang, da vang. Ciing la 1a hin c6 vai thé can cudc a.”



“Va...?”

“Tén hin gidi thiéu em biét 1a Robby Thomas tir bang Michigan, con bang 1ai xe lai tir bang
California.”

“Tén gi?” Bagger binh tinh.
“Tony. Tony Wallace.”

Bagger buong a ra, “Thay chua, nao c6 kho khan gi, con bay gio sao em khong quay vé véi cong
viéc xoa bop may lao gia nhi?”

A run ray dtng ddy. Khi 4 ra t6i cira, hin goi vdi theo, “Nay Cindy, em c6 quén gi khong nhi?”
A ngan nglr quay lai, cang thang, “Vang thua ong Bagger?”

“Anh tra cho em mdt nghin ddla, ga kia chi cho em mot tram dola th6i ma con dugc em phuc vu
chu ddo thé, em chua hoi anh xem anh c6 mudn gi khong. Vay 1a khong tot nhé, Cindy. Anh nh¢é dai
lam,” han ngung lai, cho a tra 1o1.

A run giong, “Vay 6ng c6 muon em lam viéc gi d6 khong, thua 6ng? Em rat san long.”

“Khong.”



Chuong 49

Annabelle va Caleb cung budc vao sanh toa nha Jefferson. Co ta dién mot bo vay dé ngang goi,
a0 khoac den va 40 so mi mau be bén trong. Cach thé hién cua c6 ta hoan toan chuyén nghi€p, duyén
dang va dang thuyét phuc, trong khi Caleb lai c6 vé boi ro1 va rut re.

Co0 ta can dan, “Ong chi can to vé buon ba va chan doi nhé.”
“Cai d6 dé ma, Iic nao ma td61 khong buon ba va chan doi.”

Trudc khi ho budce vao phong bao vé cua thu vién, Annabelle dung lai, deo cdp kinh c6 day
quang ngay co 1én.

Caleb rén ri, “Liéu diéu ndy c6 hiéu qua khong?” ong cam thiy hoi cing thang,

“Ong chang biét liéu diéu d6 co6 thanh cong khong cho dén luc 6ng thuc hién nd chir,” Annabelle
tra 101.

“Vang, dang vay.”

Vai phut sau, ho di an toa trong vin phong bao vé. Caleb clii gam mat, nhin doi gidy ctia minh
dé Annabelle tu do pho dién tai.

“Vay la nhu nhirng gi t61 da gidi thich, ong Caleb day giao cho t61 trong trach la gidao su tam 1y
dé giup ong Ay vuot qua giai doan cang thang nay.”

Nguoi to trudng co vé lung ting, “Co bao ong ay ¢ van dé khi 1am viéc tai phong sach u?”

“Vang, dng thé. Anh biét roi day, ong dy 1a nguoi phat hién ra xac chét cua ban than ciing 1a
dong nghi¢p ctia minh. Phong sach l1a noi dng Caleb yéu mén, va cling danh phan 16n cudc do1 ¢ do.”
Co ta liéc vé phia Caleb, nguoi dién rat ty nhién khi ty dong thd dai va cham khan 1€n mat.

“Nhung gio day, noi 6ng ay yéu mén va co6 nhiéu ky niém dep lai chi tao cho 6ng ay cam giac u
budn va ca s¢ hai.”

Tay to trudng thong cam, “Vang, tdi nghi 6ng ciing thay khong thoai mai, thua 6ng Shaw.”
Hai tay Caleb run lay bay dén ndi Annabelle phai nim lay mot cai.

“Ctr goi Ong ay 1a Caleb, ching ta 12 ban véi nhau ma,” giong Annabelle khuyén khich, nhin tay
t0 trudng ra hiéu, dong thoi siét nhe tay Caleb.

“Vang, dung thé, chiing ta 1 ban, han vay roi,” gi c6 vé nguong nghiu, “Nhung t6i ¢ 1ién quan
gi o day?”



“Ké hoach ctia t6i 13 dé cho Caleb xem lai doan ghi hinh cua phong doc, no1 c6 nguoi ra vao tu
phong sach, ctr d¢& moi thir tir nhién, nhu hang ngdy, cach nay c6 thé tao thém dong luc cho ong Ay,
khuyén khich 6ng dy vuot qua thoi ky khing hoang tim 1y nay, cling nhu xay dung lai hinh anh tich cuc
ctia phong doc va phong sach cho ong ay.”

“To1 cling khong ré chuyén cho ¢6 xem bang ghi hinh d6 ra sao, vi day la nhitng 161 yéu cau rat

k}‘/ la-”

Caleb dom ding 1én va dau hang, nhung tia nhin nghiém nghi cia Annabelle d& 1am cho 6ng
phai ngung lai gitta chirng. C6 ta cwong quyét, “Toi hiéu day 1a mot 101 yéu cau dic biét, nhung t6i hy
vong anh c6 thé bang moi cach trong kha ning cua minh tim cach gitip cho ngudi anh em niy thanh
cong trong vi¢c tr¢ lai véi tam trang tich cyc hon.”

“Chac rdi, nhung...”
“Vay bay gio 1a ltc ching ta c¢6 thé ciing xem doan biang phai khong?” C6 ta hudng tia nhin gian
dir vé phia Caleb, nguo1 dang ngoi1 trén nira ghe, “Y t61 1a anh c6 thé nhin thay 6ng ay dang kho so ra
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sao0.
Caleb thup nguoi xudng ghé, 6m dau.

Annabelle quay lai nhin tay to trudng, va hudng vé phia bang tén, “Dale, t6i c6 thé goi anh 1a
Dale dugc khong?”

“Vang, dugc a.”
“Dale, anh c6 nhin thiy b quin 4o t6i dang mic khong?”
Ga nhin than hinh hap din cta ¢ ta r6i budng thdng, “Vang, co.”

“Anh s& nhin thdy mau vay ctia t0i 1a mau d6, d6 1a mau cta quyén lyc va mau tich cyc, nhung
mau a0 khoac cua t61, mau den, mdt mau u am, con 4o so mi lai mau be, mau trung tinh. Diéu do thé
hién toi dang dat dén nira dudng trong viéc tim ra cach gitip ngudi dan ong dang thuong niy tro lai
trang thai khoe manh, yéu doi. Anh ciing c6 thé giup ma Dale, t6i muén minh s& dem dén mau do cho
ong Caleb, anh s& gitp t0i cht, ching ta cting 1am nhé Dale.” C6 ta hudng anh mat mong chd vao gi,
“Tbi c6 thé hiéu duoc anh sé& tng ho t6i ma.”

Dale nhin vé hudng Caleb thiéu ndo roi déng y, “Thoi duoc roi, toi s& léy cudn bang cho ¢d.”
Sau khi g ra khoi phong, Caleb 1én tiéng, “C6 xtr 1y cong viéc rat chuyén nghiép day.”
“Camon,” c0 ta khong phu nhan.

Khi thiy c6 ta khong noi gi thém, ong tiép, “Ma tdi ciing khong t& chir?”

Cb ta nhin Caleb v&i 4nh mét nghi ngo, “Vay sao?”



Vai gio sau, Annabelle va Caleb cung ngdi xem lai doan bang ghi hinh nhitng ngudi ra vao
trude va sau khi xay ra cai chét cua DeHaven.

“Chi nhitng nguoi binh thuong, giéng moi ngiy thdi,” Caleb noi.
Annabelle chay lai doan bang va hoi, “Thé ai day?”

“Kevin Philips, hién la quan 1y sau cai chét ctia Jonathan, anh ta dén héi t0i vé céi chét cua ong
ay. Va kia l1a Oliver, trong trang phuc hoc gia nguoi Buc.”

“Hay qua, 6ng ta dién xuit ciing dat 1am,” Annabelle ngudng mo.

Ho xem qua mdt s doan khéac, Caleb chi vao mdt canh, “D6 1a lic toi nhan tin tré thanh nguoi
quan ly sach cua Jonathan.” Ong nhin vao man hinh gan hon, “Ma t61 map vay u?” Ong xoa tay vao
bung.

“Ai cho 6ng biét diéu d6?”
“Cling 1a Kevin Philips.”
Annabelle tiép tuc xem doan bing trong luc Caleb lung ting lam gay mat kinh.

“T6i cd bao gid vung vé thé nay dau, ma tdi ciing ching thdy duoc gi hét néu ba ldo Jewell
English khong cho muon kinh day.”

“Dung vay, nhung sao ba ta lai trao kinh nhi?”
“Sao co?”

“Ba ta ldy cap kinh dang deo xudng, roi l1dy cip khac tir trong thi ra.” Annabelle tua lai bang,
“Thay chua? Co vé rat nhanh. Clir nhu may... y to1 1a, tay ba ta rat lanh le.”

Caleb sitng ngudi nhin vao may va thay ba Jewell English lau nhanh cap mit kinh ba ta dang
deo va rat ra mot cap mat kinh khac tir trong ti1 xach ra. Sau do, ba ta dua cép kinh do6 cho Caleb.

“To1 cling khong ro, c6 khi do la mot cap mit kinh ddc biét. Kinh ma ba ta dua cho toi cling 10
lam, vi t61 doc tot ma.”

“Ba Jewell English nay 12 ai thé?”
“La mdt ba 1o yéu thich sach va hay lui t61 phong doc.”

“Pong thoi ciing c6 doi tay lanh le gidng nhu nhitng tay chia bai & song bai Las Vegas nhi,”



Annabelle thém vao, day suy tu.
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Stone dang ngdi trong nha suy nghi vé cudc nodi chuyén vai Marilyn Behan. Néu nhiing gi ba ta
noi 14 sy that, ma cling chang c6 1y do gi ma ba ta néi dobi ca, vay thi nhitng suy doan cua ong 12 sai.
Cornelius khong phai 1a ké di giét Jonathan hay Bradley. Nhung c6 vé nhu gi di tinh cd tim ra
phuong phap sat hai nguoi quan thu xdu s6, va ciing vi vay, gi phai bi thu tiéu. Vay ké nao hudng loi
tir cai chét cua Jonathan day? Hay ca vu Bradley? Ong can thir gi d6 dé lién két su kién v6i nhau.

“Oliver?”

Ong ngudc 1én, Milton dang ding ngay cira ra vao.

Milton phan bua, “T6i c¢6 gd cira, nhung méi khong thiy ai mo ca.”
“Xin 16i nhé, t6i mai suy nghi.”

Milton mang theo mot may tinh xéch tay va mot cip tap nho nhu thudng 16. Ong ta dé ca hai thtr
do6 xudng ban, roi 161 ra mot tap ho so, “Pay la nhitng gi t61 moi ra tr ddm nhan vién cta Bradley.”

Stone nhan ho so, va cham cha doc, “Co hang ta tai liéu vé cudc do1 va su nghi¢p ctua Bradley,
ngay cd viéc lam Chu tich Uy ban Tinh bao trong vai nam.”

Milton nhan xét, “Bradley 1a mdt nha chinh tri c6 tai, va c6 mot sb cai cach quan trong trong
lIinh vuc tinh bao.”

Stone thém vao, “Ciing ¢6 thé vi d6 ma bi giét, hinh thirc khen thudng hay nhi.”

Sau do, Stone bat dau xem xét qua nguén gdc va hinh anh cta nhan vién trong Qudc hdi thude
quyén quan 1y cua Bradley, va ca nhitng cap dudi ctua Ong ta trong doi diép vu. Khi 6ng vira xong
viéc, thi Annabelle va Caleb vé tdi, Stone lai ké cho tat ca moi ngudi nghe vé cudc gip gd véi goa
phu Marilyn Behan.

Caleb cit tiéng, “Vay la gia thuyét Behan c6 lién quan dén cai chét cua Jonathan di tong r6i.”

“C6 vé thé,” Stone phu hoa, “Thé con hai nguo1 hom nay thu hoach duogc két qua ra sao voi
cudc bang ghi hinh?”

“Chung toi chang tim ra ai tinh nghi ra vao thu vién nhu suy nghi ban dau, nhung c6 thir khac
cling quan trong khong kém.” Annabelle giai thich vé cadch danh trao cta ba 1ao Jewell English.

“Co chac veé diéu do chu?” Stone hdi du van con nghi ngai.

“Tin to1 di, t61 thay nhu vay ca tri¢u lan r61.”



Va ciing lam nhw thé cd triéu lan, Stone nghi bung. Ong quay sang Caleb, “Anh biét gi vé ba
ta?”

“Chi biét réng ba ta 1a mot géa phu luéng tudi, thich doc sach cii, rat tot bung, nhiét tinh va...”
Ong do mat.

“Va sao nira?”” Stone hoi.
“Va ba ta luén c6 ¥ véi t61,” Caleb ha giong, bdi rdi.
Annabelle ¢b nén cuoi.
~ Stone noi tiép, “Nhung nhitng gi anh biét vé ba ta chu yéu 1a qua 10i ba ta noi thoi, khong co
kiém chung chur gi.”
Caleb thtra nhan, “Dung vay.”
“Vay con vu ddi mét kinh thi sao?”

“Oliver o1, t01 nghi ba ta c6 tinh khong dua cho t61 doi kia vi c6 1y do ddc bi€t nao do, ba ta
cho t61 muon do1 khic va to1 cling chdng mudn b1 moc chuyén do ra lam gi.”

“Tbi ciing chang mudn dau, Caleb a, c6 diéu suy cho cung, chung ta phai dé y dén chuyén mot
ba lao thuong dén phong doc sach lai c6 ngon nghé qua diéu luyén nhu vay. Néu ba ta khong mudn anh
deo kinh do, sao khong n6i va chi dua déi con du th61?”

Caleb tinh 1én tiéng tranh cai, nhung ro61 lai thoi, “To1 khong c6 cau tra 101 nao ca.”
“To1 cting khong, nhung t61 nghi chiing ta phai tim ra cau tra 161 néu mudn biét nguy€n nhan cai
chét cua DeHaven.”

“Anh khong thé nao ctr khing khing rang ba 140 dé& thuong 4y lai c6 lién quan dén vu sat hai
Jonathan,” Caleb van bénh vuc.

“Ching ta khong loai trur bat cir truong hgp nao, cling nhu chuyén Behan bi giét hai vi di timra
ly do DeHaven chét. Toi nghi bang cach nao d6, hian ta kham pha ra chuyén 6 ong gas trong thu vién lai
bi ¢6 tinh dan nhén sai, va ctng 13 Iy do hin ta quay tro lai phong doc, chat van va muén xem xét. Hin
cling dang tim ra manh mbi vu 4n mang ctia DeHaven. Anh hiy nh¢ rang hin dd muén biét xem liéu
DeHaven c6 dugc 10ng moi ngudi trong thu vién hay khong. Han chang muén gan toi giét ngudi cho ai
ca, chi 1a mubn biét liéu DeHaven c6 ké thi nao khong thoi.”

“Tém lai, ¢dt mbc chinh khong phai la Behan ma lai 1a DeHaven va thr gi do trong thu vién,”
Annabelle két luan.

“Co thé vay,” Stone dong tinh, “hoic 1a thir gi d6 trong cudc sdng éng ta.”

Caleb cam thay chung 10ng khi nghe 101 ndy, nhung 6ng van giir im lang.



“Nhung chuyén Bradley bi sat hai c¢6 lién quan dén khic nao cua cau chuyén? Ong van bao
chiing c6 lién quan dén nhau ma,” Annabelle van thac mac.

“Tat ca ching ta déu biét rang Bradley bi mot vién dan xuyén qua tir cira sO cua cdn nha ddi
dién, Behan ciing chét theo cach tuong ty. Chuyén do khong thé 1a tinh c& duoc. That ra, co thé doan
duoc ca hai chuyén déu do mot sat tha gay ra. Nhirng sat thii chuyén nghiép ludn st dung cting phuong
phap giét choc boi vi ho di qua quen viée d6, va ciing giam di co hoi gay ra 16i 1am khi thyc hién
nhiém vu.”

“Ong c6 vé ranh nhitng chuyén nay qua nhi,” Annabelle thdt 1én.

Ong cuoi, vé ngdy tho, “Thé nao Caleb ciing ké cho c6 nghe rang toi 1a mdt doc gia trung thanh
cua thé loai truyén trinh tham, chiing vira cung cap du thong tin lai vura giai tri tot.” Ro1 quay sang
Caleb, ong tiep, “Co cach nao nhin kinh cuia nguo1 phu nir 2y ma ba ta khong biet khong?”

Caleb chim biém, “C6 chir, d6t nhdp vao nha ba ta trong dém va an trOm chung.”
Stone tiép 101, “Cach hay day, anh co thé tim ra ba ta song ¢ dau khong?”
Caleb lap bap, “Oliver, anh khong dua day chir?”

“T6i c¢6 cach hay hon,” Annabelle danh 1én tiéng ngit ngang, moi ngudi nhin cb ta, “Ba ta ¢o
dén thu vién theo mot lich cu thé khong?”

“Cling kha thuong xuyén.”
“Néu theo lich éy, thi 1an ké tiép l1a khi nao?”
Caleb tra 101 nhanh, “Ngay mai.”

“Dugc ro1, ngay mai to1 s€ dén thu vién cung anh, anh cr chi ba ta 1a ai cho to1 va dé to1 ty xur
tri.”

Caleb hoi, “Co dinh lam gi?”
Annabelle ding 1én, “Cho ba ta ném mui dong loai.”

Sau khi Annabelle di khoi, Caleb méi giai thich, “T61 khéng tién no1 ra tru:(’rc mit ¢o Ay, nhung
Oliver nay, liéu nhirng gi dang xay ra co lién quan gl dén quyén Thanh ca - cudn sach dau tién ¢ Bic
My khong? N6 that la vo6 gia, va dén gio chung ta van chua biét tai sao Jonathan lai so hiru n6 ca. C6
khi n6 bi trom va c6 ké can nd, nén chung giét Jonathan dé doat 14y.”

“Nhung chung dau c6 léy dau, Caleb,” Stone phan tran, “Ké danh guc Reuben da ¢ hén trong
nha, va néu mudn, di dot nhip vao phong sach va cudm di mat ri. Vay sao lai giét Cornelius Behan
lam gi? Ca Bradley nita? C6 thé chang c6 lién quan gi dén quyén Thdnh ca ca, ma Behan con khong
biét DeHaven c6 suu tip sach nita ddy, con rd rang 1a Bradley ddu co quen biét gi ong ban dong
nghi€p cua anh.”



Sau khi Caleb sau doi va van con déy d4u chdm hoi ra vé, Milton va Stone ngé)i lai thao luan,
trong khi Stone 14t qua tip hd so vé nhitng nhan vién ctia Bradley. Thi thoang Stone doc to, “Michael
Avery hoc tai Pai hoc tu Yale, 1am thu ky cho Toa an Tbi cao, céng hién vai nim cho Ho1 déng Tinh
bao Qubc gia trudc khi dau quan vé 1am nhan vién tinh bao. Ngudi nay ciing theo chan Bradley khi
ong ta trd thanh Cha tich Ha vién.” Ong nhin vao thém vai tim hinh, va nhitng to tiéu st roi ndi tiép,
“Dennis Warren, ciing tot nghiép dai hoc Yale, vai nim dau 1am & S¢ tu phap, nguoi ndy 1a trudng ban
va gitt vi trf ndy cho dén lic Bradley tr¢ thanh nha Chu tich Ha vién chinh thirc. K& dén 1a Albert
Trent, cling 1a nhan vién ky cuu cua Bradley, luat su t6t nghi¢p tur truong dai hoc Havard, ting lam
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cho CIA. Tat ca bon ho déu truc thudc Lién doan Ivyu tat ca déu day dan kinh nghiém. C6 vé nhu
Bradley ¢6 mot dgi ngii tinh nhu¢ day.”

“Van c6 cau rang mot nguoi dai bi€u qudc hoi chi gioi nhu nhan vién 1a cung,”

Stone suy tu, “Anh biét ddy, mot diéu ching ta khong dé tAm dén tdi gio 1a hoan canh vu an
Bradley.”

“Vay chuing ta khic phuc bang cach nio?” Milton hoi.
“C0 ban cua ching ta van luon dong gia vai rat hay ma.”
“Liic ndo ciing nhét ca.”

“Thé anh c6 mubn cung t6i thyuc hién vy nay khong?”

“To1 1uc nao cling phuc tung anh ma.”
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Albert Trent va Roger Seagraves gdp nhau tai van phong cua Trent tai dién Capitol. Seagraves
dua cho Trent mdt tap tin va tom tt huéng dan, sau d6 Trent s& sao y tap tin va luu vao hé théng nhan
dir liéu ctia to chirc. Kém theo tap tin gdc 1a nhitng bi mat quan trong vé viéc Lau Nam Goc miéu ta
chi tiét nhitng chién thuat quan su cua My tai Afghanistan, [-ric va Iran. Trent tiép tuc dung mot hé
thdng giai mi theo thoa thuan dé 14y nhitng thong tin tir nhitng trang can thiét. Xem nhu viéc giao dich
da xong, va Seagraves 1én tiéng, “Anh c6 ranh khong?”

Ho tan bd qua vai khoang san rong ¢ dién Capitol, “Nay anh c6 vé may mén v&i vu Behan nhi,
ga nao do lai thé mang cho anh,” Trent 1én ti€ng.

“Albert, anh nhé dum toi diéu ndy: chang c6 gi toi 1am c¢6 lién quan dén van may ca, toi thiy co
ho1 va chdp thoi co thoi.”

“Pugc roi, duge roi, to1 khong co ¥ xiic pham anh. Thé con ban an thi sao?”

“Ciing khong chic 1am, toi khong biét tai sao hin ¢ d6, nhung rd rang hin dang theo ddi nha
Behan, han lai 1a dong bon cta tén Caleb Shaw tai phong doc, hon hét 1a ga Oliver Stone, t61 tirng tom
dugc va ‘héi tham’ lai cung chung v&1 nhém nay.”

“Shaw 1a nguoi quan 1y bd suu tp ctia DeHaven, d6 1a 1y do hin c6 thé vao nha duge.”

Seagraves khinh khinh nhin tay dong nghiép, “T6i thira biét diéu d6, Albert. Tham chi t6i con
cham mat Shaw trong trudong hop to1 can ra tay luc can thiét. Bon chung khong chi nghi dén sach vé
dau, nhat la cai ga to1 tirng tra hoéi, cling c6 thoi gian 1am & CIA, nang luc dac biét day.”

Trent thdt 1én, “Anh chang bao cho toi biét diéu do.”

“Anh khong can biét diéu do, Albert, gid thi lai can.”

“Sao lai la bay gi0.”

“Boi vi toi mudn thé,” Seagraves hudng mat vé phia toa nha Jefferson, noi ¢ phong doc cua
dong sach hiém. “Nhirng ga nay ciling do tham Cong ty Ctru hoa. Nhan vién cta t61 & dd bao rang vét
son trén mot trong sO xilanh khi bi chui di, nhu vay rat c6 kha nang chiung biét vé khi cacbon ré1 day.”

Trent tai mat, “Su viéc co chiéu hudng xau di nhi.”

“Pung qua lo sg, to1 da co ké hoach, t6i ludn nhu thé, chung ta da nhan dugc khoan thanh toan
cuoi. Bao 1au anh c6 thé chuyén thong tin mé1 di?”

Hin kiém tra dong hd, “Ngay mai 1a sém nhét, nhung hoi khé khin day.”



“Phai lam duoc.”

“Roger nay, liéu chung ta c6 nén dung viéc nay lai mot it [au.”

“Chuing ta c6 nhiéu khach hang dé cham soc 1dm, 1am vay khong t6t cho viéc giao dich dau.”
“P1 tu vi t01 ban nude cling dau hay ho gi.”

“Anh Albert a, to1 khong vao tu dau.”

“Anh lam sao biét chic diéu d6 chi.”

“Co chir, ddu ai dé xac chét ¢ ti bao gio.”

“Ro1, vay ching ta s€ quyét dinh khong chon cach do, nhung c6 1€ nén no1 su viéc ra mot chut,
) y
do1 lang diu it lau.”

“Lam gi ¢6 chuyén viéc sé& lang diu khi méi nong 1én ha anh. Chung ta cir gitt nguyén nhirng gi
chung ta dang lam, va giong nhu to1 noi, t61 c6 ké hoach ma.”

“C6 thé cho toi biét duoc khong?”

Seagraves phdt 16 cau hoi, “To1 nay to1 lai nhan hang day, co thé dat dén con s6 muo1i tri¢u néu
to1 khong 1am, nhung nhé canh giac nhé, néu c6 chuyén gi xay ra, anh biét tim té1 ¢ dau ro1 day.”

“Thé anh c6 nghi anh sip ra tay giét ngudi nita khong?”

“M0ot phan trong toi1 tin chac di€u do,” ro1 han bude di.

T6i hom do, Seagraves 1ai xe dén trung tim Kennedy dé tham du mot budi biéu dién ctia dan
nhac giao hudng Qudc gia. Toa lac trén bo song Potomac, véi khéi kién trac khong cau ky, trung tim
Kennedy dugc xem 13 mdt trong nhitng dai tuéng niém cé ¥ nghia nhat cua vi tong théng qua cb.
Seagraves khong quan tim dén 16i kién trac thAm my cua no, ciing ching quan tim dan nhac. Vé dién
trai va than hinh 1y tudng ctia hin, nguoc lai, da thu hat nhiéu 4nh mét cta phy nit khi hin di ngang, va
hudng vé phia khan phong noi chi chdc 14t nita thoi dan nhac s& bit dau. Hin chang quan tim chuyén
d6, t6i nay 1a mot toi cong viéc.

Lic sau, thoi gian nghi giai lao, Seagraves cing mdt sd ngudi tham dy ra phia ngoai trung tim
dé lam vai ly va tham khao vai bang chién tich dang dugc bay ban, hian cling tranh thu dung nha vé
sinh. Sau do, den bat dau mo di, bao hi¢u phan cudi cua chuong trinh sdp bat dau. Han voi quay tré



lai nha hat trong dong nguo1 chen chuc.

Mot gid sau, hin lai ngdi & quay rugu ctia mot quan bar md khuya d6i dién trung tim Kennedy.
Han kéo to chuong trinh ra khoi tii bén suon va bat dau xem xét. Do khong phai 1a to chuong trinh
ctia han, chinh xac 1 c6 ké di bo vao tai han gitra lic dam dong x6 day nhau quay vao nha hat. Chang
ai thiy diéu d6 ca, nhiing tay diép vién cang né dam dong cang dé bi tom. Ciing vi 1y do d6, Seagraves
ludn biét cach str dung dam dong dé 1am cong cu che chin hitu hiéu nhat.

Trd vé nha, ngdi trong van phc‘)ng, han lai may mo nhﬁ:ng bi mat tir “chuong trinh”, dinh dang lai
cho dung dé giri lai cho Trent khi hin gap tén nay lan tgi. Han mim cudi hai long, vi nhitng gi hin
dang nam trong tay la nhirng thong tin cubi cung hin can dé lam khoa giai ma cho nhiing vu ngoal glao
cao cip cua lién bang giri dén nhu’ng van phong 0 nuoc ngoal Hin cho rang mudi triéu dola van con
qua re, co thé 1a hai muoi, va cu01 cung han quyét dinh con so hai muo1 lam s& 1a khoi dau. Han bat
dau viéc thu:0’ng luzong trén mot so trang no1 chuyén truc tuyen da cai san. Thong tin mat chi duoc
chuyén di khi sb tién di duoc chuyén vao tai khoan ciia han. Han biét cach phong than trong viéc
khong qua tin tudng vao ai khi minh giao dich cung, tuy vay, hin cting thanh that v61 ban than khi biét
cach gitr virg hiéu qua cong viéc & thi truong ty do. Néu hin 14y tién ma khong giao hang ciing 1a lac
hén bi sa thai, ma cling c6 khi 1a chét.

Thtr duy nhat dang can tré ké hoach 1a sy xuat hién ctia vai 140 gia, rinh mo ngudi khac. Néu chi
c6 tén thu thu thoi, thi ciing khéng nham nho gi. Nhung trong dam hdn tap do, co ‘666°, mot tén dang
gom. Seagraves cam nhan dugc con bdo ngdm, ciing vi 1y do do, khi hin bat coc va tra tin Stone, han
da léy di mot cai 40 so mi tr nha ong, dé thém vao bo suu tap lac can.
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Stone va Milton cung dén cau lac bd Federalist luc 10 gio sang hom sau. Ho nod1 1y do dén
va dugce dan vao van phong nguoi quan 1y. Ong ta nhin va nhin c6 vé rat chuyén nghi€ép vao thé can
cudc mo1 cirng ma mé1 to1 hdm trude Milton vira in ra.

“VAy hai anh 1 nhan vién do gia dinh Bradley tir Kansas thué dé diéu tra vé vu an mang a?
Nhung ¢ day cling c6 canh sat dang dam trach ma, con FBI nira. M1 nguoi tap trung vé day, rat nhicu
lan,” giong Ong ta ¢ ve buc boi.

“Gia dinh mudn c6 dai dién riéng, ong cling hi€u ro61 do,” Stone tra 161. Ong va Milton trong
trang phuc 40 so mi, quan tay den, that ca-vat chinh t€. Mai toc dai ctia Milton dugc dau gon dudt mot
chiéc mii mém vi 6ng khong chiu cat ngan, “Gia dinh ho cam thay cudc di€u tra chua dén dau ca.”

“R0 rang dam canh sat chua bét ai that, toi khong c6 1y do nao dé bién ho ca.”

Stone nhin manh, “C)ng co thé go1 cho ho dé xac dinh thém danh tinh cua chung t61, nhung hi¢n
tai ba Bradley dang ¢ nudc ngoai, cho nén dng c6 thé goi thing cho luit su cua ba Ay & Maryland.”
Trén tim danh thiép 1a sd dién thoai ctia Milton, trude do, ong da luu lai 101 chao twong ty nhu ¢ van
phong luat su trong trudng hop tay quan 1y goi kiém tra.

“Khéng can dau. Thé hai anh mudn biét diéu gi?”

“Sao ngai Bradley lai c6 mit & dy vao tdi hom d6?”

“Cudc an mung ca nhan vi ong ta dugc bau lam Chu tich Ha vién Nha Tréng déy.”
“T6i hiéu. Ai t6 chirc?”

“To1 nghi 1a nhan vién cua 6ng ta.”

“C¢ ai dic biét khong?”

“To1 khong nhé 1o, ching t61 nhan don dat tiéc bé“mg fax cho nén c6 thé bira tiéc 13 mot su ngac
nhién cho 6ng ay.”

“Ong ta b giét ngay trong phong sinh hoat chung phia trugc a?”

“Chuing t61 goi do 1a phong James Madison, anh cling biét vé cai goi ‘Luan cuong Li€n bang’ ro1
do, néu muon to1 ¢6 thé dan cac anh dén xem.”

Ong ta din ho dén cin phong rong ngay gan mit duong chinh, Stone nhin vé hudng cira s6 cua
mot tang 1au phia trén toa nha do1 dién, véi con mat nha nghé cua minh, voi duong dan di nhu vay thé



hién trinh d6 tinh bao khong chi cao cip ma con 1a ban linh khic ngudi cta tén ban tia.
Ong hoi tiép, “Sao ong ta lai vao day?”

Tay quan 1y dang lau voi 16p bui khoi mit 16 sudi cam thach, va phan nan, “Chi dé chic mirng
ong ta thoi.” RHi Ong ta rung minh, “That kinh khung 1am sao, thuong nghi sy Pierce vira két thuc bai
ndi thi t6i ngai Bradley bi ban, canh twong thit khiép dam, mau me khip noi. Ching t6i xem nhu mat
toi mdt cai tham Ba Tu dét tién, mau con bin ca vao trong go, cho du muodn 1am sach cling t6n bon
tién. Canh sat méi vira cho chung t6i don dep ddy. Chung t6i ciing chang duoc che lai vi so 1am sai
lac bang chimg. Thé 1a ai dén day ciing c6 co hoi chiém ngudng va that tinh 1a nguoi dén ding ky 1am
thanh vién ngay cang giam.”

Milton thic mac, “Ai dang 1am chu toa nha d6i dién nhi?”

“T6i chang biét, ¢ thé chinh quyén van dang diéu tra. Trudc day 13 nha riéng, r6i lam phong
tranh, nd ton tai & d6 ca ndm nam ro1, ding la nglra con mat nhung lam gi dugc bay gio? Toi1 cling
nghe tin don rang no sap duogc cai tao lai dé thanh khu nha ¢. C6 di€u ho van chua bat dau.”

“Vay 1a moi ngudi moi ngai Bradley vao dé nang ly chiic mirng 4?” Stone hoi tiép.

Tay quan 1y suy nghi mot lac, “Lic d6 ¢ ddy nhiéu nguoi 1dm, nén t6i ciing khong chic. Toi dau
cO tham du phan ti¢c tung d6. To1 dang dirng ngay ctra so thi vién dan bay tdi. Toi con nhé cam giac
no rit bén tai, nhd lai con cam thay s¢ bao nhiéu ngay sau.”

“Han ro1, ¢ di€u la con ai co thé cho chung to1 biét thém chuyeén khong?”

“Chac mot trong sO nguo1 phuc vy, va tay pha ché ching kién vao sy kién do. Ho cling ¢6 thé ¢
day n€u cac anh can.”

Tay pha ché khong biét gi ca, nhung nguoi phuc vu tén Tom tiét 19, “Mdt trong s6 nhitng nhan
vién cua Ong ta da kéu go1 moi ngudi cung nang ly. Do 1a nhitng gi t61 nhé lai. To1 giap go1 moi ngudi
tu tap & day, ro1 ho di tim ong dai biéu Bradley.”

“Anh c6 nhd nguoi nhan vién do 1a a1 khong?”

“Khong a, c6 nhiéu nguoi & do, tdi ciing ching nhd ra lidu ong ta ¢6 ndi tén 13 gi khong nira.”

“Vay d6 1a nguoi dan 6ng a?” Tom gat dau, ngay 14p tirc Stone chia ra miy tim hinh nhan vién
cua Bradley. “Anh c6 nhan ra do 1a ai trong s6 nhitng tam hinh nay? Nguo1 nay u?” ong chi tay vao
hinh cua Dennis Warren. “Day la truéng ban cho nén c6 ly lam vi ong ta da tu hop moi nguoi ¢ day.”

“Khong phai ong ta.”

“Hay nguoi nay?” Stone van kién nhan, chi tay vao hinh ctia Albert Trent, “Ong ta ciing 14 nhan
vién cao cap day.”

“Van khong phai.” Ngudi phuc vu liéc nhin miy tim hinh tir trén xubng dudi va ding lai, “P6 1a
nguo1 nay, to1 nhd roi, chinh xac la ong ta.”



Stone nhin chim chdm vao tim hinh ctia Micheal Avery, ngudi phuc vu trong to chire tinh béo
cua Bradley.

Khi ra khoi cau lac bd Federalist, Milton thic mic, “Béy gid minh phai lam gi day?”
“No1 chuyén voi vai tay phung sy cho ngai Bradley.”

“Chur khong phai Avery sao? Dé cho hin biét.”

“Khong dau, chi no1 chuyén voi Trent hay Warren thoi.”

“Nhung ching ta dau c6 thé noi véi ho ching ta diéu tra cai chét ctia 6ng Bradley theo yéu cau
cua gia dinh, ho thura biét chung ta no1 do6i.”

“Chuing ta s€ no1 sy that.”
“Sao co?”

“Rang chung ta dang diéu tra cai chét ctia Jonathan DeHaven.”

Dennis Warren dang ¢ nha riéng khi Stone goi, sau khi da kiém tra danh tinh cua Ong trén danh
ba, ong ta dong ¥ gap ho. Ciing qua di¢n thoai 6ng ta bao rang ong ta co biét vé cai chét cua DeHaven,
c6 diéu ong ta chang biét ngu0'1 ndy, thdm chi ong ta con thd 16 rang, “Toi con khéng ¢ thé thu vién
nita 13, dang x4u ho lam sao.’

Milton va Stone bat xe dién ngam dé dén thanh phd Falls Church, bang Virginia, noi gia dinh
Warren dang 6. D6 1a mot can nha kha gian di trong mot vung dan cu khong s61 dong gi rnéy RO rang
rang Warren khong thudc tuyp ngu0'1 thao vat hay 1 thich ngoai trdi vi manh san nha ong ta day co dai,
con can nha can phai son sura lai gap.

Tuy vay, tral véi veé ngoai xap x¢, khong khi bén trong can nha lai Am cung va tién nghi, va cho
du Warren da khéng dinh réng minh khong c6 thé thu vién nao, sach lai chat dﬁy ké. Ngoai ra, trong
nha 13 hang ta doi giay thé thao, 40 ddng phuc cta trudng hoc va dd dac ctia mot cdu thanh thiéu nién
ndo day tiét 10 vai trd 1am cha ctia Warren.

Warren 12 mot ngudi cao 16n, bé vé vi mai toc ndu sam va khuon mit rd, to be. Nudc da tai
nhan nhat ctia 6ng ta cang nhan manh thém cho nhirng ndm tan tuy lam viéc cho quoc gia duéi anh den
huynh quang. Ong ta dan ho di theo hanh lang dén phong khach.

“Dung dé y dén su bua bai ¢ day nhé,” Warren phéan bua, “Lam cha cua ba dura con trai tu6i tur



muoi bén dén mudi tim dong nghia véi viée gia dinh va cudc song khong con 13 ctia riéng minh nita.
Téi c6 thé dé dang dirng gitra mot cudc hop, hao hirng thuyét trinh vé nhiing chién lugc tinh béo thude
linh vyc chinh tri phttc tap nhat cho tong tham muu trudng hay bo truéong bd qudc phong, nhung toi
that khong thé budc lii con toi di tim diing gio hay an gi khac hon ngoai mén banh mi pho-mat.”

“T6i biét ong tirng tham gia vao lam nhan vién tinh bo,” Stone di thang vao dé.

“Dung vay, to1 da theo chan ngai Bradley khi ong ta 1am Chu tich Ha vién Nha Tréng. Hién tai,
to1 that nghi¢p.”

“Boi vi ong ay qua doi 42 Milton thic méic.

Warren git dau, “T6i thich lam viéc voi 6ng ay, va thich phuc vu cho 6ng dy. Ong dy 1a mot
nguo1 vi dai, mot nguoi that can thi€t cho thot dai nay vai tinh cach boc truc, thang than va chan that.”

“Ong khong thé & lai vi tri tinh bao?”

“Khong c6 su lua chon. Vi ngai Bradley muén t6i di theo, nén toi phai di, ma t61 cling muon di
nira. Chi c6 mot Chu tich Ha vién va cling chi c6 mot trudng ban ma thoi. Cong viee lién tuc va nguoi
ta phai tra 101 dién thoai cua anh, thém vao do, tay Chu tich cua Uy ban Tinh bao ciing c6 nhan vién
riéng cua hin, va han ciing mudn tién 1én nita. D6 13 cach nguoi ta dau da nhau ¢ dién Capitol. Anh
gan lién voi phe canh cia anh, Va kh1 phe canh do6 tan ra anh phai ¢ nha Cling may vg to1 1a luat su
néu khong chiing t01 cling gap rac r6i vé tai chinh trong thoi gian ndy mat. Thit ra toi cling dang dan
hoi phuc sau ¢t sc vé nhitng chuyén xay ra va ciing chua tim viéc moi.” Ong ta ngung lai rdi nhin ho,
“Nhung cac anh bao cac anh dang diéu tra cai chét cia DeHaven ma? Liéu c6 lién quan gi dén ngai
Bradley ch?”

“Co thé co ma cling co thé khong,” Stone mo ho, “Ong co bi€t vé vu an mang cua Cornelius
Behan khong?”

“Ai ma lai khong biét, chic ba vo boi rdi 1am nhi?”
“Vang, nha DeHaven sat bén nha Behan, va tén sat thu 1¢1 dung no dé thuc hién muu sat.”
“Chét tiét, toi khong biét chuyén ndy va van chua hiéu chuyén lién quan ¢ dy lam.”

Stone thira nhan, “T61 dang co géng két ndi su kién, vay ong c6 mat tai cau lac bo Federalist t6i
do khong?”

Warren cham rai gat dau, “Bita tiéc 1a nhim dé chac tung, va cudi cung bién thanh tham hoa.”
“Ong c6 nhin thay nhitng gi x4y ra?”” Milton hoi thém.

“T6i xem d6 13 van den, vi t6i dang dting gan Mike, Mike Avery, thuong nghi sy Pierce vira
nang ly chiic mirng thi bum... tiéng n6 vang 1én ttr ddu d6. Chuyén xay ra thinh linh dén ndi, t6i vira chi
mo1 ké 1y 1én moi thi giat minh lam d6 hét ra ngoai. That kinh khung, t61 cam thay chong mat va a1 & do
cling thé ca.”



“Ong biét rd Avery chu?”

“Han roi, ching t6i 1am viéc nhu hinh va bong cting nhau trong mudi ndm ma.”

“Bay gio ong ta ¢ dau?”

“Cung t6i chuyén di khi ngai Bradley 1am Chu tich Ha vién. Gio anh ta ciing that nghiép.”

“Chung t6i nghe ké rang ong ta 1a ngudi da 1én ké hoach cho bira tiéc tai Cau lac bd ciing nhu
nang coc chuc murng.”

“Khong phai, ca Mike va t6i cung lai xe dén do, chung t6i chi 1a khach moi trong danh sach ma
tho1.”

“Chung 61 duoc nghe ké lai rang ong ta tu hop moi ngudi vao chung phong dé nang ly chic
mung.”

“T6i cling thé, ching t6i chi gitip viéc thoi.”
“Ong giap ai?”

“Albert, Albert Trent. Anh ta 1a ngudi d nghi ra viéc nang cdc chuc ming ndy. Albert ludn bay
tro nhu the, t61 lam gi ¢6 du tai 1€ nhu anh ta.”

“Albert Trent 4? Nhung c6 phai anh ta 1a nguoi t6 chirc khong?”
“Khéng rd. Nhung bita d6 thdy anh ta ciing thao vat 1am.”

“Thé gio anh ta c6 that nghiép khong?”

“Khong dau, Albert ¢ lai Uy ban Tinh bao.”

“Nhung t6i nhé 6ng bao cac ong di theo ngai dai biéu Qudc hoi ma?”

“Thuong 1a vay, nhung Albert khong muén di, ngai Bradley chang hai 1ong vé diéu niy ti nio.
Albert d3 mo ra vai cach théa thuan voi tay Chu tich méi, anh ta ludn biét cach giit cho minh 14 nguoi
quan trong. Cong vi¢c tai van phong cua Chu tich Ha vién cuc ky nhiéu, va khong co Albert, chung t61
cling ling tang. T6i chang phai phong dai su viéc 18n 1am gi, vi ai ma chang biét diéu do.”

“Thé con ngai Bradley khong co ¥ kién gi sa0?”

Warren mim cudi, “Anh khong hiéu rd vé ngai Bradley dau, ong ay 1a nguoi trang nha, lich
thi€p, chan that, chdm chi, nhung o rang de dat vi1 tri cua m1nh ong ay da phai trai qua nhiéu nim rén
luyén va thir thach. That ra ngai khong muén c6 mdt tay cap dudi nhu vay. Ma chang sém thi mudn,
Albert ciing ty dong quay vé véi ching toi thoi.”

“Nhung cai chét ctia ong Bradley da thay doi diéu d6 nhi?”

“Di nhién 1a thé, toi va Mike cb ging hanh dong dung, va ching t6i that nghiép, trong khi Albert



bat tudn ménh 1énh va gid thi ghé ctia anh ta van virng vang. Toi con d&, Mike phai nudi bon dtra con
va ba vo ¢ nha. Trent thi van doc than. Biéu do6 that tré tréu.”

Sau khi ho ra vé, Milton nhan xét, “T6i c6 thé hiéu dugc rang nhitng gi chung ta can 1a tir tay
Albert Trent nay.”

Stone tan thanh, “Moi thit.”

“R0 rang dong co giét nguoi kha rd, to1 ty ho1 sao ddm canh sat khong mo ra nhi. Warren cling
khong nghi ngo gi.”
“Dong co gi?”

“Oliver a, ro rang qua roi. Néu Bradley con song, Trent phai ro1 Uy ban Tinh b4o, néu 6ng ta
chét, Trent & yén do.”

“Vay 1a anh nghi han giét Chu tich Ha vién dé tranh viéc doi chd lam 4? Ma ciing dau phai 1a
ngudi cudp co, vi lac d6 hin c6 mit & d6. Vay 1a hian phai thué mot tay sat thi. Hanh dong nay cé veé
hot qua tay, va mao hiém ddi v&i mot vi tri trung cép ctia hin hién tai. R6 rang ma noi, chirc vu tai van
phong Chu tich Ha vién cao quy hon biét bao nhiéu.”

“Vay la con gi thém sau do.”

“Pung thé. C6 diéu ching ta khong biét d6 1a gi lac nay.”

Trong nha ctia Dennis Warren, ong ta nhic may va quay s cho nguoi ban, nguoi dong nghiép ci
Mike Avery. R61 sau d6 1a so dién thoai thir hai.

“Albert a? Dennis day. Xin 16i vi lam phién gi& 1am viéc ctia anh, nhung c6 vai g xuat hién va
ho1 vai cau ky la 1am. Toi cling vira goi cho Mike ro61, chu yéu bao cho anh ta biét va chuan bi thoi.
Chac cling chang c6 gi, nhung t61 nghi t61 nén goi cho anh.”

Trent tra 101, “T61 cam on vi di€u d6. Ho muon biét chinh xac diéu gi?”

Warren thuat lai cugc gap mat roi n6i thém, “Tdi co ké cho ho biét ré‘mg anh dung ra t6 chirc vu
nang ly chiic mirng cho Bob, va ca viéc anh ¢ lai Uy ban Tinh bao.”

“Ho nhin ra sao?”

Warren miéu ta Stone va Milton, “Anh c6 biét ho khong?”



“Khong, cling la nhi.”

“Thi d6, d6 cling 1a 1y do t6i bao anh biét, hy vong t6i ching noi gi sai.”

“T6i dau c6 gi ma phai gidu,” Trent phan tng.

“A, Albert, néu co vi tri ndo thiéu trong iy ban, bao i biét nhé. O nha lau ciing ngan qua roi.”
“Chéac 1di, cdm on vi di bdo nhé.”

Albert 13p tlrc r01 van phong va goi mot cudc dién thoai cong cong, hen gdp Seagraves ngoai
dién Capitol sau do.

Gap Seagraves, han ta n6i ngay, “Ching ta c6 rac roi.”
Seagraves nghe chuyén va nhan xét, “Hanh dong ké tiép cua chiing thé nao thi cling ro 161.”
“Anh lo li€u nhé?”

“Luc nao chiang vay.”



Chuong 53

Trong luc Milton va Stone di do la tham thinh tinh hinh, Caleb ngdi trong thu vién va dén tiép
Annabelle, lac nay trong trang phuc vay xép li den, ciing mau voi 4o khoac, 40 so mi trang, mang gidy
dé thap. Co ta mang theo k& ké mot cai tii nho khodc ngang vai, va tay chia ra tim thé thu vién méi
ctmg. Caleb don tiép Annabelle.

“To1 co thé giap gi cho ¢, thua co...?”
“Charlotte Abruzzio. T61 mudn tim vai quyén sach.”
“Vay c6 tim dang cho roéi. Thu viégn ma,” Caleb cudi vang.

Annabelle khong nhéch mép, cb ta da din do ong trude d6 khong nén ndi nhiéu va ciing khong
nén cudi dua gi ca, nhung 6ng da vuot gidi han va da 1am diéu do, ding 1a ngudi khong biét gitr v gi
ca. Co ta doc tén quyén sach can tim, giong nhu ké hoach da ban t61 hom trude.

Caleb mang sach ra khoi gia, dua cho Annabelle, c6 ta ngdi xudéng ban doc, phia d6i dién cira
chinh noi ¢6 ta cé thé dé quan sat Caleb.

Mot gio sau, Caleb dung 1én, “Chao ba, ba Jewell, ba khoe khong? Gap ba toi théy vul qua,”
ong niém nd chao don ba 1ao, sau khi da giri cho Annabelle cai nhin “day ngu y”.

Tai ban cua minh, Annabelle nghién chit rang, nhiét tinh qud mirc can thiét. Sao 6ng ta khong
161 ra luén mot cap cong s6 tam va tan cong ba ta luon nhi. Cling may, ba 1ao Jewell English khong dé
y thai d0 niém nd bat thuong vi ba ta dang a1 hii tim do trong tui.

Vai phut sau, Caleb dua cho Jewell quyén sach ba ta yéu cau, va ba ta ngdi xudng bat dau chim
chu doc. Caleb lui té1 cho ba ta thuong xuyén cir nhu s¢ Annabelle bo 16 muc ti€u. Cau tiét,
Annabelle li€c 6ng ta mot cai dai khién 6ng ta phai lap tirc quay vé cho ngoi.

Mot gio sau, Jewell hoan thanh quyén sach, ba ta thu don do, roi chao tam biét Caleb.
Annabelle n6i got theo sau, va cham mit ba ta trén dudng noi ba ta dang dirng lai don tic-xi. Lic niy,
Annabelle quan khin choang quanh dau va khoac 4o choang dai co ta da bo sin trong tui. Khi chiéc
tac-xi ding lai, c6 ta bat dau ra tay. C6 ta ¢ tinh tong nhe vao ba 3o, 1am rét tii ba ta dang xach
xubng dat. Ban tay co ta diéu luyén thut tho vao ti cta ba ta, nhanh dén ndi cho du c6 ngudi dimg ké
bén ciing khong chac 1a thiy duoc.

“Oi, lay Chua!” Annabelle thot 1én bang giong mién nam dic sét. “Thua quy ba, chau rat rat xin
161, me chau ma biét chau dam sam vao ba thé nay s€ la mang chau ngay.”

“Khong sao dau, chdu a,” Jewell tran an, du thd hon hén vi ¢t va cham vira roi.



“Chic ba c6 mit ngay vui vé nhé.”
“Chau cling the,” Jewell cat giong vui veé trude khi bude vao xe.

Annabelle s vao hop dung kinh c6 hoa van trong tii trong luc budc tiép, mot 14t sau co ta da
cOo mat & phong doc, luc nay da co nguoi khac lam vige tai quﬁy tiép ban doc. Caleb hdi ha di vé phia
Annabelle. “Dawn nay,” ong ta quay voi lai ngudi phu nit ngdi tai do, “Toi can dwa cd Abruzzio déy
di tham quan vong quanh phong doc. C6 ay khong phai 13 ngudi & day, cho nén to1 da xin phép cap
trén dé giup cb ay viéc ndy.” Ong n6i ddi, mot viéc ma tr trude dén gio 6ng chua nghi dén minh s&
pham phai, nhung véi nhiing gi da xay ra, Caleb tu cho rang viéc tim ra ké sat hai Jonathan quan trong
hon bat cir mot nguyén tic thu vién ndo.

“T61 hiéu roi, anh Caleb,” Dawn tra 101.

Ca hai di vao trong phong sach, Caleb din Annabelle dén phong Jefferson, noi ho co thé tu do
no1 chuyén, cd nang dua cho ong cap mat kinh, “Ong c6 muon thir deo khong? To1 thir ro1 nhung khong
thay gi ca.”

Caleb thir va 14p tic thio ra ngay, “Oi, la nhi, c&t nhu 13 c6 thém ba hay bdn 16p guong khac
vay, khong thay anh mat tro1 dau ca. To61 khong hiéu 1am vi 1an truée chiéc kinh kia cua ba ay to1 thay
rd lim ma.”

“Po ciing 12 1y do ba ta dua cho 6ng chiéc kinh d6 thay cho chiéc nay. Néu khong ong da nghi
ngo roi, Ong co quyen sach ba ta doc ¢ day khong?”

Caleb gio quyén tiéu thuyét cua Beadle 1én, “T61 phai gia bo sép xép lai chung Ién ke.”
Annabelle xem xét quyén sach va nhan xét, “Nhin ¢ vé ré tién nhi?”
“P¢ ciing 14 1y do, ching toan 14 tiéu thuyét ré tién ciia thé ky 19 ma thoi.”

“Van d¢ 1a khi deo kinh nay ba ta hoan toan c6 vé thoai mai, thim chi tdi con thiy ba ta ghi chu
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nura.

“Pung vay ddy,” Caleb tir tir deo kinh lai, nheo mit va md sach ra xem.

“Ong c6 doc dugc gi khong?” Annabelle to mo hoi.

“Ho1 mo chuat,” ong tiép tuc gi¢ sach ra va thinh linh 6ng dung lai, “Dg1 mdt chut, chuyén gi thé
nay?”

“Chuyén gi 1a chuyén gi?” Co6 nang hio huec.

Ong chi vao mdt tir trén trang sach, “Chir nay dugc t6 sang 1én ndy, c6 c6 thdy khong, n6 1d rang
dugc t6 vang 1én day.”

Annabelle nhin vé phia chir cai tay Caleb chi, “Toi ddu co thiy gi dau.”



“Ngay d6 ma,” ong chi tay vé chit cai e ngay dong dau tién.

“Nhung toi dau thdy n6 sang 1én gi dau va...” co nang ngat ngang, “Ong Caleb nay, dua toi cap
mat kinh mau.’ Annabelle deo vao va nhin nhitng trang sach, ding la chir cai dugc t6 mau vang noi
bat giira trang gidy. C6 nang tir tir thao mat kinh ra va nhan xét, “Dung 1a kinh dic biét.”

Caleb nhin vao nhitng dong chit trong sach bang mat thuong, khong thiy ndi, nhung deo kinh
vao, dung 13 chit e ndi rd 1én trong thay, “Ngoai ra con miy chir khac cling ndi 1én nhu chit w, chir A,
chit £ nay.” Ong 14t sang trang ké tiép, lai 1a chit w, chit s va p, con nhiéu chit khic nira, tat ca déu ndi
1én nhu thé. Ong thao kinh ra, “MAy chit ndy e, w; &, s, p, ching c6 nghia gi ca.”

“Khong phai vay dau 6ng Caleb a, ching 1a mit mi ddy,” Annabelle giai thich, “PAy 13 nhirng
chir cho miat ma nao day, va can c6 nhirng loai kinh dac biét dé xem.”

Ong ta co veé kinh ngac, “Mat ma u?”

“Ong con biét ba ta doc sach ndo gan day khong?”

“Ching déu thudc nha vin Beadles ca, nhung dé t6i kiém tra danh myc sach thir xem.”

Vai phut sau, ong mang ra sau quyén sach, roi xem tirng trang sach mot trong luc van deo cip
mat kinh dac biét, nhung 1an nay khong con ky hi¢u n61 nira. “T61 khong hiéu 1am, chang 1€ chi co
trong mot quyén thoi u?”

“Khong thé nao,” giong Annabelle buc boi. Co ta gio quyén sach c¢6 nhitng chir noéi 1€n va hoi,
“To1 mugn mang ve nha dugce khong?”

“Khong, thu vién doc tai chd chir khong cho mang vé.”

“Ong ciing khong duoc u?”

“To1 thi dugc, nhung to1 phai lam thu tuc dién vao phiéu muon sach thu vién bdn 1an déy.”
“Pé cho ngudi ndo khac trong thu vién biét dng ¢ muon sach a?”

“Vang, dung thé.”

“Vay ciing chang c6 ich loi gi ca, chung ta lai but day dong ring mat thoi.”

“Y ¢6 14 sao co?”

“Ong Caleb niy, c6 ké da ¢ day va danh d4u nhitng chit nay, néu ong mang mét trong s nhiing
quyén sach day vé nha, c6 thé sé danh dong ké chu muu do.”

“Y co la c6 a1t d6 ¢ Thu vién Quoc hoi1 da chu dong tao nén mat ma trén nhitng dong sach quy
hiém nay.”

“Dung the,” co ta no1 cau, “Bay gio ong dua cho td1 quyén sach va té1 s€ mang ra khoi thu vién.
Dau sao no6 cling nho va mong, nén chac khong la van dé gi ca. Dgi da, trén sach co6 thiét bi ma vach



chdng trom gi khong day?”

Caleb hoang hét khi nghe 101 dé nghi bao gan ctia Annabelle, “Oi troi, ¢ oi 1a ¢, ddy 1a nhirng
quyén sach quy hiem ma, lam hu hai chiing khong dén n6i1 dau.”

“Vay thi sao? Dau sao cling co ke 1am diéu do trude to1 khi danh dau vao sach roi, vi vay gio
t61 chi muon sach chit thdi ma.”

“Muogn u? Day la tai san cua Thu vién Quoc hoi day.”

“Caleb, dung dé toi noi khing nhé, toi mang sach ra day.” Ong dinh ngan can, nhung co ta cat
161, “Chuyén ndy at han c6 lién quan phan nao dén cai chét cua Jonathan Va néu dung thé, t6i chang
them quan tam ludt 1& gi & day c4, t6i mudn tim ra su that cai chét ctia 6ng 4y. Ong 13 ban clia 6ng ay,
ong ciing mudn biét ma dung khong?”

Caleb nhanh chong diu xudng va phén bua, “Dung thé, nhu’ng mang quyén sach ra khoi day khong
dé chut nao ca. Vé nghlep v, chung t6i can phai kiém tra mi tii xach trude khi nguoi ta roi khoi day,
va toi s& gia bo nhu d3 kiém tra c6 r6i, nhung con dam bao vé nira, ho con kiém tra ki hon toi ddy.”

“To1 da bao khong c6 van dé gi ca. Toi mang sach qua chd Oliver t6i nay, gip nhau & d6 khi anh
xong viéc. Ong 4y 1am t6i c6 cam giac rang ong Ay am hiéu nhiéu thir 1am.”

“Y ¢6 1a sao? Nhin vao thi dung 13 anh ay c6 k¥ ning va kién thirc hon ngudi thuong, nhung con
dam mat ma nay, day la danh cho nhitng di¢p vién day chir.”

“Ong biét khong, 6ng 12 nguoi danh hau hét thoi gian quanh quan bén sach vo va ciing 1a ngudi
chang biét cai quai gi ma to1 da tirng gap.”

“Do 1a 101 nhan xét qua u 1a gay mat thién cam va tho 15,” Caleb ndi gian.

“Hay ddy, t61 mudn thé ma.” Cb ta ciing tra diia, “Con bay gid nhd ong mang cho t6i cudn bing
dinh nao.”

“Bang dinh dé 1am gi?”

“Cir 14y bang dinh d3.”

Ong ngan ngir 14y cudn bang dinh tir tii dung vin phong phim bén trong khu phong sach chinh.
“Bay gio quay nguoi lai di,” ¢0 ta ra 1énh.

“Sao co?”

Cb ta xoay ngudi ong lai, khi ong quay lung vé phia c6 ta r6i, Annabelle 1ap tirc kéo vay lén tan
€o, va dat quyen sach ngay phia trong dui trai ro1 dan chat bang dinh xung quanh. “Vay la n6 s€ nam
yén ¢ day, nghi dén canh thao sach ra chac vui day.”

“Lam on cho toi biét rang c6 khong 1am gi pha hu sach nhé,” giong Caleb khan khoan, “Po 1a
mot trong nhitng manh lich sir c6 gia tr1 day.”



“Ong tu quay lai ma nhin.”
Ong quay lai va nin tho nhin thy quyén sach, cap dui thon tha, trang ndn ctia Annabelle.
Giong c6 ta thi tham, “T6i nghi quyén sach chang viéc gi khi ¢ d6 dau nhi?”

“Tbi chua bao gid thiy diéu nay, trong cudc doi bao ndm lam thi thu va tai mdt noi cao quy nhu
thé nay,” Ong thot 1€n, giong run run vi kinh ngac nhung 6ng chang ro1 mat khoi chan ¢6 ta va tim 6ng
danh 10 t6 trong nguc.

Cb ta kéo vay xudng, mim cudi cham choc, “Ong dang nghi gi thé, trong 6ng la 1am.” Hong c6 ta
cham nhe vao Caleb khi ¢6 ta budce ra ctra, “Gap 6ng ¢ cho Oliver nhe, ong ban!”
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Sau man trinh dién qua 4n tuong cta Annabelle, Caleb chi du tinh tao dé gia bd quay lai lam
vi¢c, nhung mot lat sau thi Kevin Philips budc vao phong doc va tién dén ban 1am viéc cua ong.

“Caleb, anh c6 thé ra ngoai chit xiu khong?” Ong ta ndi nho.
Caleb dung day, “Puoc thoéi, Kevin, nhung c6 chuyén gi?”

Philips nhin c6 vé lo lang, va ha giong, “Canh sat dang & ngoai, ho mudn noéi chuyén véi anh
day.”

Caleb 1ap tirc thiy tit ca nhitng té bao trong ngudi ngung hoat dong, cho du 6ng lién tuc dong
ndo timra 1y do tai sao dam canh sat lai mudn gip 6ng lac ndy. Chang I& c¢6 nang quy quai kia da bi
bat cing v6i quyén sach dan chit ¢ dui, bi hdi cung va khai tudt rang ong 1a ké dong pham? Hay ba
130 Jewell English di biét diéu gi dang xay ra va trinh bao vé viéc mat cdp mit kinh cho canh sat, chi
1d 13 ong? Va liéu Caleb Shaw ndy c¢é chudn bi ngoi trén ghé dién khong?

“Caleb nay, anh c6 thé dung 1én va di chung véi t6i khong?” giong Philips ving vang dau do.

Caleb bung tinh va nhin ra rang thay vi ngoi trén ghé, 6ng lai dang ngdi bep xudng san nha. Ong
run ray dung day, mit trang béch, va tht 18n thanh 16 du dng ciing ngac nhién vi minh van con da can
dam, “T6i ty hoi ho mudn gi tir t6i day, Kevin?” Lay Chiia, chi mong rang dé la mét nha ti cé sue
bdo vé téi thiéu.

Khi ra dén ngoai, Philips giao Caleb lai cho canh sat, vdi dai di¢n 1a hai tham tr tu trong bd
quin 4o rong thung thinh, rdi sau d6 6ng ta bién di mat, dé lai Caleb v&i 4nh mat gan nhu van nai. Hai
i ho tong Caleb budc vao mdt cin phong trong, viée di chuyén hoi chdm vi Caleb khong thé diéu
khién chdn minh hoat dong t6t nhu binh thudng, ngay ca viéc ndi chuyén ciing duong nhu kho khin vi
¢ hong 6ng hoan toan kho khéc. Liéu ho cé thie vién trong nha ti khéng nhi? Liéu éng cé bi hanh
ha trong tu?

Ga to 16n hon trong hai nguoi ng01 pthh chiéc mong béo phi xudng ghé trong lic Caleb du:ng
chét di sat tuong, cho doi gio phan quyét cudi cung. Ong cam nhan duoc thép lanh ctia cum tay, va két
thiic cugc do1 dang kinh ctia minh, tr mdt nguoi thu thu bién thanh tén pham t01, cu tudt ddc khong
kiém ché dugc. Tén con lai tho tay vao tii va 161 ra mot chum chia khoa, “Day la chia khda vao nha
ctia ong DeHaven, thua 6ng Shaw.” Caleb chia ban tay run 1ay bay ra va nhan chia khoa. “Chung duoc
tim thdy tir nguoi ban ctia ong, Reuben Rhodes.”

Caleb bat ra tiéng, “Toi khong xem anh ta 12 ban, chi 14 nguoi quen thdi ma.”

Hai tay tham tr nhin nhau, 161 t€n to 16n noi1 ti€p, “Dau sao ching t61 cling muén bao cho 6ng



biét rang, ong ta da dugc tha ra theo 101 cam két trude toa.”
“C6 nghia la cac anh khong con xem anh ta 1a nghi pham nira a?”

“Khong, nhung ching t6i ciing xem xét cAu chuyén ké ctia 6ng ta va ong. Va ké tir biy gid chiing
to1 s€ dung ¢ do.”

Caleb nhin cham cham chia khoa. “To1 con dugce vao do nira khong, hay 1a b1 cam r61?”

“Chung toi da tién hanh luc soat nha 6ng DeHaven dé tim ra ching ctr, cho nén ong c6 thé vao,
nhung dé can trong, ong dung 1én gac nhé.”

“T6i chi muén xem qua bd suu tip sach ma thoi, vi toi 1a nguoi duge ty quyén ma.”
“Luat su ¢6 cho ching toi biét.”

Caleb nhin xung quanh, “Vay la t61 dugc di a?”

“Trir phi 6ng con diéu gi dé ké chiing t6i nghe?”” i to 16n hoi.

Caleb nhin tirng ngudi, “Chic cic anh may man khi diéu tra nhé.”

“Cam on,” gi roi khoi ban, rdi ca hai di ngang qua Caleb, ra ngoai va dong cira lai. Caleb ding
nhu troi trong mot 14t, khong tai ndo tin vao van may tir trén troi roi xudng ctia minh. R6i ong lai suy
nghi, tai sao ho lai tha Reuben, va tai sao ho lai tra lai chum chia khoa vao nha Reuben cho 6ng? Li¢u
day co6 phai 1a mét vu dan Xép, liéu ho c6 dang dgi 6ng bén ngoai va nhay X0 vao ong, dd toi cho ong
an cip chia khoa va tau thoat? Caleb biét nhitng sy viéc trén co thé xay ra, 6ng xem trén ti-vi nhiéu
101.

Ong cham rdi mo ctra va nhin ra ngoai, hanh lang tréng khong, va quang canh thu vién van binh
thuong Ong khong thay cO nhirng tay trong do1 dac nhiém di lai xung quanh. Ong do1 thém vai phut
nira roi cling khong thay dong tinh gi. Cubi cung, khong tai ndo doan dugc diéu gi dang xay ra, ong
danh dau hang. Ong ra vé som va chay voi dén nha DeHaven. Vao phong doc, ong nhanh chong chay
dén t sat nhd phia sau bu’c tranh, ong can phai xem liéu dau vét clia thu vién c6 nam trong quyén sach
hay khong. Ong chon mi s6, va md clra. Mot 1an nita, tat ca nhiing té bao trong ngudi 6ng lai ngung
hoat dong, vi quyén Thanh ca khong con ¢ do nira.

Ho tu hop tai nha ctua Stone dém do, cung vO1 sy ¢cO mat cua ong ban Reuben vira dugc tha tu
do. Sau khi da chiic mirng ban minh, Stone viét 1én mot manh gidy nho, “Toi khong mubn chung ta thao
luan ¢ day.” Ong ciing liét ké vai hudng dan so b trong luc nhitng nguoi khac tiép tuc tin giu.



Ba muoi phit sau, Milton va Caleb ro1 khoi nha, hai muoi phuat nita 1a dén luot Annabelle va
Reuben. Mot gio sang, dén nha Stone tat, ro1 sau d6 ba muoi phut, Stone dang truén minh trong dam
co dai moc trong nghia trang, thoat ra ngoai qua mot 16 hong ngay hang rao sat dugc che b1 mot ngdi
md to.

Sau khi d& ludn lach qua mot loat nhitng con duong ngoan ngoéo cua thi tran Georgetown, dng
cuing cac ban gip nhau tai mot con hém nhd. Ong mé khoa canh cira gd nam phia sau thing rac to va ra
hiéu cho moi ngudi vao trong. Ong khoa ctra lai, r6i md dén duy nhat trong phong 1én. Vi phong khong
c6 ctra s6 cho nén md dén ciing khong phai lo gi may, trong phong 14 vai chiéc ghé cil, c6 vé op ep, vai
thung g0, c4 nhom ngéi tim tum lai bén nhau. Annabelle nhin quanh can phong am thép, chat hep va
néi dua, “Ong biét cach 1am cho phu nit vui vé nhi, thé minh mé tiéc & day dugc chia?”

Stone gon 16n, “Co bado céo tinh hinh di chir.”

Cb ta danh ra vai phat dé ké cho moi ngudi nghe vé kham pha ctia minh va Caleb, rdi chuyén
kinh va sach cho Stone trong luc Caleb ngo1 yén bat dong. Stone nhin qua kinh va thot 1én, “Co6 noi
dang, nhin giong mat ma that.”

Annabelle thac mac, “Li¢u a1 la ngudi tao ra mat ma nay nhi?”
Stone dé€ sach va kinh xuong ban, dén lugt Milton cam 1€n va sam soi.

Reuben xoa cam, “Liéu c6 1ién quan gi dén vu 4n mang cua Behan khong? Han 13 tay tai phiét vii
khi ma. Ma chi c6 Chiia md1 biét dam tinh bao dang nam ¢ dau.”

Stone gat dau, “Diéu d6 hoan toan c6 kha ning, nhung tdi nghi chuyén con di xa hon thé nita.”
Ong ké lai nhitng gi Ong tim ra tai Cau lac by Federalist va tr cudc no1 chuyén vé1 Dennis Warren.

“Vay tay Albert Trent ndy van con lam viéc cho Uy ban Tinh bao 4,” Annabelle chen ngang,
“Piéu do co nghia 1a gi?”

Reuben 1én tiéng, “Co nghia 14 hin c6 thé biét dugc nhitng bi mat dang gia, ciing nhu ltc t6i con
lam viéc & Co quan Tinh bao Qudc phong, chiing t61 lic nao cling hop ¢ dién Capitol véi nhitng thanh
vién tinh bao va nhan vién cua hg dugc pheép ti€p can thong tin t61 mat day.”

“Nhung nhirng gian diép lai khét tiéng vi khong bao cho Qudc hdi moi chuyén ma,” Milton xen
ngang, ngung doc sach gitra chung, “Li¢u Trent co biét gia tri nhirng thir han c6 thé ban di?”

“Nén nhé ré“mg, Trent dau chi 14 nhan vién & d6, han tung phuc vu cho CIA ma.”

“Cling c0 khi hdn con mot sb quen biét & do, quy than o1, van con do, nao 1a NSA, NIC, ca bang
chit cai do chir.” Reuben buong 161 nhan xét, “Han cling ¢6 thé 11én minh hanh dong.”

“Nhung 1am sao 6ng c6 thé két ndi giira tay gian diép nhi tring nhu Trent cho dén nhitng mat ma
trong dam sach hi€ém nay?” Annabelle vira ho1 vira ngo nguay trén chi€c ghe cii op ep, tay co ta thoa
lién tuc vao phan bap dui da dan bang dinh va dang phai go ra.



“T6i cling khong biét nita,” Stone thii nhan. “Chiing ta phai tim cho ra diéu gi d6 vé ba lao
Jewell English. Néu co thé cay miéng ba ta, bi€t dau c6 thé ho trg thong tin ban dau, ma chac ba ta
cling bi€t chuyén vé cap mat kinh bi mat ro1 nhi.”

“Cay miéng ba ta u?” Reuben sung sot, “Oliver o1, dau thé nao dua ba ta 1€n gia tra khao, va
hanh ha cho dén Itc phai noi ra.”

“Nhung chiing ta c6 thé tim dén FBI va ké cho ho nghe vé quyén sach, vé gia thuyét ctia chung ta
va deé cho ho tu lo liéu,” Stone dé nghi.

“G1ong nhu nhitng gi anh no1, néu chiing ta cang tao khoang cach, thi cho du ching 1a ai di nita,
su viéc s€ dé thd hon.”

Stone nhin Caleb, nguoi tir ndy gio van chua thdt 1én 161 nao, va ngéi thu minh mgt goc, “Caleb,
anh c6 chuyén a?”

Ngudi thi thu sau ndo hit mot hoi dai nhung ciing ching nhin ai ca. Annabelle dong vién, “Ong
Caleb nay, t01 xin 161 vi da ho1 thd bao vd1 6ng hom nay, hom nay 6ng da hanh dong rat t6t.” Co ta can
moi lai sau khi n61 doi.

Ong ta lac dau, “Khong phai diéu do dau, c6 noi ding. To1 hoan toan khong ranh vé nhirng gi ma
co lam.”

“Vay la chuyén gi?” Stone mat kién nhan.

Ong ta thd mot hoi that dai va nhin moi ngudi, “Hom nay c6 canh sat ghé qua thu vién, va ho
dua cho t61 chum chia khoa vao nha ctia Jonathan, viéc dau tién toi 1am 13 kiém tra dam sach.” Ong ta
dirng lai, liéc vé phia Annabelle va ghé sét tai ctia Stone, “Quyén Thdnh ca da khéng canh ma bay.”

Stone chét lang trong vai gidy trong lac Milton va Reuben nhin Caleb. “Khong phai vu quyén
sach chir,” Milton hoi va Caleb dau kho gat dau.

Annabelle 1€én tieng, “Nay cac ong, néu day la chuyén cuia nhdém cac Ong, thi t61 co thé ra ngoai,
to1 chang muon dinh dang chuyén sach vo ¢ day.”

Stone dua tay 1€én ngan ¢0 ta lai, ro1 hoi, “Tai sao lai mat nhi?”

“To1 cling chang biét, rd rang can phai c6 mat ma dé vao phong sach va m¢ két sat, ma cling
khong thay dau hi¢u dot nhap.”

“Con a1 khac biét mat ma?” Reuben hoi.
“To1 cling khong 1o nita.”

“Co thé 1a tay luat su, ong ta c6 mat ma cho ca phong sach va ctra vao. Co thé éng ta di ghi lai
trude khi cho anh biét va sau d6 lam thém chia khoa.”

“Ciing c6 thé, t6i chiang nghi ra diéu d6. Thé con cai ta sat nho thi sao? Ong ta chic khong co



mat ma dau nhi?”

“Néu anh nghf ra, thi ¢ thé 6ng ta ciing vay. Gia du nhu tay luat su biét rd vé Jonathan, va hay
dén phong doc tim Ong ta, thi chac cling c6 thé dé dang tim ra dugc mat ma, hay c6 khi Jonathan lai
dua mat ma cho 6ng ta ma khong dua cho anh.”

Caleb thac mac, “Nhung néu 6ng ta mudn lay quyén sach sao lai khong 1ay trude khi to1 tim ra,
nhu the t61 da khong biét su ton tai cua n6 ro1.”

Stone boi ro1, “Ciling dung, mic du to61 chang nghi chuyén nay c6 lién quan dén may vu an mang.”

Caleb rén ri, “Hay ddy, nhung tay Vincent Pearl s& giét t6i mat néu han biét viéc nay, hin sap
stra budc 1én dai danh vong té1 no1 ma lai xay ra nhu thé nay, biét dau han con t6 cao to1 da danh cap
quyén sach khong churng.”

Milton ngang dau 1én va chen véo, “Hay 1a chinh han 1ay trom nhi?”

“Sao dugc? Hin ching thé vao nha, khong co chia khoa, 13n mat mi vao phong sach, va han
cling thtra bi€t kho co thé ban duoc quyén sach néu khong co6 giay to hop 1€ kem theo, chang ki€ém ra
dugc dong nao ca, ma c6 khi lai b1 ¢ tu day,” Caleb giai thich.

Ho ngéi lang 1m, cho dén lac Reuben thdt 1én, “Ro rang la tin vé quyén sach khong duoc vui vé
gi, nhung ching ta cling ding xao lang myc ti€u chinh, d6 1a ngay mai phai tim dén FBI day, it nhat
cling vot vat vai dieu.”

“Thé con ba 3o Jewell English thi sao?”” Milton thic méc.

Caleb ngdi thiang ddy, cam thdy an ui phan ndo va tam gic chuyén quyén Thdnh ca qua mot bén,
“Néu ba ta tr¢ lai thu vién, to1 co thé bao cho ba ta biét to1 tim duoc chiéc kinh cua ba ta & quay ‘Mat
va Thay’.

Reuben canh giac, “Néu ba ta qua 1a gian diép thi chic gio di cao bay xa chay roi.”

“C6 khi ba ta van chua biét cap mat kinh d& bi mat, vi ba ta chi sir dung ching khi mudn doc mat
ma ma thoi, dong nghia vé1 viée chi mang ra st dung khi vao phong doc.”

Caleb hd hoi, “Vay néu tra lai cho ba ta trudc khi ba ta biét thi ba ta chang nghi ngo gi ca.”

“Nhung chung ta ciing cin né dé dua cho FBI chu, t0i hy vong khi chung ta giai thich cho ho
nghe tinh huong cua minh, ho c6 thé tra lai va bat dau tién hanh theo do1 ba ta,” Reuben suy tu, “roi
sau khi ba ta nhan mat ma, chuyén cho nguo1 khac, thi ching sé b1 tom gon.”

“Ké hoach hay ddy,” Stone khen ngoi.

“Khéng duogc 16i, chung ta chang thé mang sach cho FBI dugc,” Milton thinh linh 1én tiéng. Ca
bon nhin vé phia ong, trong lic ho dang n01 chuyén, ong da quay tro lai voi quyén sach va gi¢ sach ra
kiém tra lai. Sau khi d4 14t nhanh qua quyén sach mot 1at, ong g& mat kinh ra va gio quyén sach Ién, tay
run lay bay.



“Sao lai khong?” Caleb n6i giong cau git.
Thay vi tra 101, Milton dua sach va ca kinh cho Caleb, “Anh ty xem di.”

Caleb deo kinh vao va gio sach ra, ong 1at hét trang nay sang trang khac cho dén trang cudi
quyén sach, ro1 dong sap no lai, mit may xam xit vi tirc gian va that vong.

Stone nheo mat vo1 vé quan tam, “Chuyén gi nira vay?”

Caleb cham rai thong bao, “Tat ca nhitng chit cai sang mau da bi€én mat.”
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Stone 1ap tirc deo mat kinh 1én va nhin vao sach, ngon tay ong ludt trén nhirng chit cai da timg
sang mau trude do, nhung gid thi cling chi mét mau den nhat nhdo gidng nhitng chir con lai. Ong gip
sach lai, thao kinh ra va thd dai, “Hoéa chat dung t6 sang chir bon ho str dung chi trong mdt khoang thoi
gian nhat dinh réi tw boc hoi.”

“Giéng loai muc tu bay mau a?”” Milton héi.
“Con tinh vi hon ca thé,” Stone 1am bam roi gian dir, “Dang 1y t6i phai nghi ra diéu nay chir.”
“Anh c6 biét loai hoa chit nay khong, Oliver?” Pén phién Caleb hoi.

“Cong thirc nay thi khong, nhung cling ¢6 1y ¢ chd, néu anh 13 tay gian diép va kinh ma lot vao
tay ké khac thi ciing chang c6 du thoi gian dé xem sach dau.” Ong nhin Caleb roi thém vao, “Ké nao
d6 st dung hoa chit nay biét lac ndo ba Jewell English s& dén phong sach, va doc ching trude khi
chung hét hiéu luc. Lam sao 1am dugc diéu d6 nhi?”

Caleb suy tur mét lat, “Chac phai co ké vao phong sach va sua sach r6i hen lac vo1 ba ta, noi
tén quyén sach can thiét. Ba ta dén phong doc ngay va yéu cau ding quyén sach ay.”

Stone nhin bia sach, “Co vé cong viéc danh dau nhiing tr nay hoi cyc day, khong noi 1a rat ton
thot gian.”

“Pung la nguodi ta ra vao phong sach thuong xuyén, nhung cling c6 vai phong khong duoc su
dung thudong xuyén, mac du vay, néu mot nhan vién thu vién & d6 hang gio s€ bi chi y lién.”

Reuben dat gia thuyet, “Co thé ké nao dé rat di€u luyén veé viéc nay, co thé 1am nhanh va chuyén
nghi¢p, hay dung vai mau c6 san.”

“Vay con sau gio lam vi¢c thi sao?”

Caleb c6 vé phan van, “Trong phong sach a? Chi c6 vai nguoi duoc phép théi, giam doc va
quan thu 1a hai ngudi ¢6 kha niang, chuong trinh may tinh dugc 1ap trinh khong cho phép nguoi la vao
sau gio lam viéc, trir phi da c6 ké hoach san, ma khong phai ngay nao ciing dugc dau.”

“Vay 1a DeHaven c6 thé di vao phong sach sau gid 1am viéc a?” Stone hoi.

Caleb git dau, “Vang, dung thé. Thé anh c6 nghi ong ta 13 mdt tay trong to chirc gian diép
khong? Va do ciing 1a Iy do 6ng ta bi giet.”

Annabelle dinh phan d6i, nhung nghi lai rdi théi.



“To1 khong chic, Caleb a.” Stone dirng day, “Ching ta can phai hanh dong. Caleb, anh goi cho
Jewell English va bdo ba ta rang chiing ta tim thay mat kinh cua ba ta tai phong doc, s€ mang qua nha
gui lai cho ba ta.”

“To1 nay u? Gi1o da 9 gio ro1,” Caleb ngan ngu.

“Anh phai thir goi, vi rd rang ching ta khong con nhiéu thdi gian, néu ba ta c6 tron di, ching ta
cling can phai biét chir.”

Annabell ngit 161, “Oliver, diéu d6 c6 thé hoi nguy hiém vi néu ba ta van con ¢ lai va giy ra
thém vu gi thi sao?”

“Caleb s& mang theo may nghe, t6i biét Milton con vai cai & nha.” Milton git dau, va Stone ndi
tiép, “Milton di chung v61 Caleb nhung nap phia ngoai, néu c6 chuyén s€ goi canh sat.”

Caleb rénri, “L& c¢6 chuyén gi ton hai to1 to1 1am sao?”

“Caleb nay, theo toi biét d6 1a ba 13o phai khong?” Stone nhic Caleb, “Toi nghi anh biét cach
lam chu tinh huong, tuy vay, t61 hinh dung ra ba ta da tau thoat, néu dung vay, dot nhap vao nha ba ta va
cO timra chut manh mo1.”

Caleb vin veo tay, cang thang, “Nhung 15 ba ta chua di dau thi sao? Roi 15 ¢ vai tay vam v
dang do1 to1 ¢ day khi to1 dén thi sao?”

Stone nhiin vai, “Thi xem nhu anh khong may vay.”

Ong thi thu phat khung, “Khong may 42 Anh n6i thi dé qua, anh néi cho t6i biét anh 1am gi trong
luc to1 liéu mang vay?”

“Pot nhip nha Albert Trent,” 6ng nhin vé phia Annabelle. “C6 c6 tham gia khong?”
“Di nhién r6i,” Annabelle cudi 16n.
“Con t6i, Oliver?” Reuben thiéu ndo, “Tdi nghi to1 van 1a ban chi ¢t cua anh chir.”

Stone ldc dau, “Anh d3 bi bat rdi con thudc dang tinh nghi nita, nén ching ta khong nén liéu vay,
anh phai ngung mat it 1au théi.”

“Hay day,” Reuben 1am bam va v6 dui gian dit, “Co ké hudng hét trd vui.”

Caleb c6 vé mudn van co Ong ta vi cau noi do.
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Caleb ding chiéc Nova voi tiéng bd xe van con luc khyc tai ngd cut va tit may, 6ng nhin Milton
vo1 anh mat cang thang. Ban ctia Ong trong trang phuc den, mai toc dai dugc tim gon vao mii len va ca
mat cia Milton cling dugc boi den not.

“Chua o1, anh nhin giong dién vién chinh trong phim ‘Chiing t6i 13 tdi pham’ qué.”
“Pay chi 1a loai trang phuc va nguy trang theo di thdi, con cai may nghe ctia anh sao rdi?”

Caled cham vao phia trong tay 4o, noi thiét bi da duoc gin sin sang, ngoai ra, dng ciing thi san
bo cung cap di¢n cho may deo quanh eo. “Cai may quy quai lam td1 nglra ngay trong luc thir deo ngay
hong nay chat dén noi t61 chang thd duoc luon.”

“C6 18 vi anh dang cing thang ddy thdi,” Milton an .

Caleb liéc ong ta, “Anh nghi vay sao?” Ong truon ngudi ra khoi xe, “Nay bam sin s6 911 ¢
phim nhanh cta anh nhé, fay trom kia.”

“R&,” Milton nhanh chong tra 101, roi 16i ra mot cap dng nhom dung trong dém quan sat khu vire
xung quanh, ong cling thi san lu6n may chup hinh si€u toc va ca mot khau stng dién.

Ba lao Jewell English tra 161 dién thoai cta Caleb va c6 vé rat vui mung vi 6ng da tim ho dugc
kinh. Bu6i t61 cling khong sao, ¢ diéu hoi tré. “To61 van chua ngu dau,” ba ta tha thi véi1 Caleb qua
dién thoai, “Nhung ma to1 c6 thé mac 4o ngu day nhé,” ba ta cat giong me nheo.

“Hay ddy,” giong Caleb lanh bing.

Trong luc di vé phia nha ba 130, 6ng tién thé quan sat nhitng cin con lai xung quanh. TAt ca déu
13 nhitng cn nha bang gach ngéi cii ki véi khoanh san nho phia trudce va gian trong t6i om om. Ong tu
hit tho sdu vai 1an, r6i 1am bam, “Ba ta 1a mot ba gia vira mat kinh, mot ba gia lam mat kinh. Va mot
ba gia lam diép vién chuyén nghiép, voi vai gi bam tron doi siét cd6 minh day.” Ong liéc nhin vé phia
xe, tuy khong thdy Milton nhung 6ng nghi ¢6 18 tay dong bon clia minh dang ban chyp vai tim hinh ctia
chi chim nao do6 trong bui ram.

Peén trong nha ba Jewell van con sang, dng nhin thdy rém cira duoc cot gon gang qua cira so va
qua tam kinh 16n trong phong khach, ong thiy rd miy mon do trang tri, d6 c6 dé ngay trén bé 10 suoi.
Ong khong thay xe hoi dé trong ga-ra xe, c6 thé ba ta khong 1ai xe nita, hodc xe dang duoc tu stra O
tiém. Bai ¢ duoc cit tia gon ghé Vé hai hang hoa hong cao lam réo chan trudc nha. Ong an chuf)ng roi
do1, khong ai ra mé ctra ca. Ong an chuong 1an nita, van yén ang, khong nghe tiéng budc chan. Ong
nhin quanh, con dudng thit vang vé, vd chang phdi trong phim nguoi ta van hay bdo, moi thir tro
nén thdt yén lang, trudc khi ban bi ban, dam hay an thit sao.



Ong vira goi cho ba ta trudc d6 khoang mot gio, trong thoi gian d6, chuyén gi da xay ra? Ong
nghe thiy tiéng chudng reo, nhung cé 18 ba ta khong nghe thiy. Ong gd manh cira. “Ba Jewell?” Ong
goi tén ba ta 1an nita, to hon. Tiéng ché sua ddu d6 lam ong giat minh, nhung khong phai vong ra tir
trong nha, ma 13 nha hang x6m. Ong gd manh tay hon, va thinh linh ctra bat mé.

Ong quay lai, tinh chay ra xa, khong nén buédc vao nha khi canh ctra ty m¢ ra nhu thé, va am
thanh ké ti€p vong t&1 tai 6ng cang lam 6ng mudn rung tim ra ngoai.

“Caleb nay?”
Ong hoang hon, ndm chit tay vin phia hanh lang ngoai ctra, suyt nita thi nhay vao byi ram tron.
“Caleb!” tiéng noi lai vang 1én khan khoan hon.

“Cai gi? Ai vay? Oi lay Chua!” 6ng dao mat xung quanh tim ra ké dang goi tén 6ng, chan ong
gan nhu khong dirng virng trén nén dat am uwdt, Ong cam thay chao dao, va chi muén non mura.

“La t6i ma, Milton day.”

Caleb cui nguoi, tay chong vao dui dé c6 khong non thdc non thao vao ddm hoa hong truge cira.
“Milton a?”

“Vang.”
“Anh dang ¢ dau vay?” Caleb rit Ién.

“To1 van con trong xe, t01 ndi chuyén voi1 anh qua may nghe, ngoai cong dung l1a thiét b1 theo
do1, nd con c6 tinh ndng lién lac nira day.”

“Sao anh chang cho t6i biét cai quai gi vay?”

“Co ma, chic anh quén day, t6i nghi anh c6 vé cing thing.”
“Anh nghe t6i & chir?” Caleb nghién ring.

“Rd, ratrd.”

Ngay sau d6 13 mot trang nhitng ngdn ngit ma nguoi thu thu trong con gian dir ¢6 thé khién cho
tay nhac rap v&i1 nhitng 101 tuc tiu nhat cling nghiéng mil ctii chao. Sau khi bung phat, ca hai cung gilt
im ldng va ro1 Milton v6i1 giong hot kinh ngac 1€n tiéng, “To1 biét anh khong hai 1ong.”

“Pung thé!” Caleb hit mot hoi dai va cd git cho thirc an khong tudn khoi bao tir. Ong dan ding
day va vuon vai, du tim van danh /6 t6 trong nguc. Ong tu hira v&1 long néu nhu ong dot tor vi duat
mach mau ndo, ong hira s€ dm tén ky thudt kia moi phiit moi gidy trong cudc do1 han.

“Ro1 do, ba ta khong tra 1o1. To1 vira g0 ctra va n6 ty md. Anh nghi t61 nén lam gi?”

“Néu 1a i, tdi quay ra ngay,” Milton tra 101 nhanh.



“Tbi ciing mong anh noi thé.” Caleb quay ra bac thang, khong dam quay dau lai vi so 15 ¢o cai
gi 46 nhay x0 vao 6ng. Thinh linh 6ng ding lai, 1§ nhu ba ta dang nam bat dong trong phong tam, bi
iy xuong hay 13 bi nhdi mau co tim thi sao? Cho du bang chimg c6 ra sao, trong long Caleb van phan
nio khong tin rang ba 13o tir té kia lai c6 1ién quan t6i dam gian diép. Ma néu c6 di nita, ciing chi 1a bi
nguoi ta lua thoi.

“Caleb, anh quay ra chua?”

“Chua,” 6ng dap, “Téi van con dang suy nghi.”

“Suy nghi vé diéu gi?”

“Liéu t6i c6 nén vao va kiém tra xem ba 4y c6 sao khong?”
“Anh c6 muén t6i di chung v&i anh khong?”

Ong ngﬁn ngur, 10 rang Milton c6 sung dién, nhung néu ba Jewell that 1a gian di¢p va co6 doa ho
bang mdt con dao phay di nira, ho cling c6 thé ha guc ba 1ao ma.

“Khong can, anh ¢ yén ddy. Toi nghi chang co chuyen gi dau.” Caleb m¢ ctra ra va di vao trong.
Phong khach trong trai va ca nha bép ciing thé, trén bep van con mot cai chao va vai lat hanh va mén
gi d6 trong gidng thit bo, swc nirc mui trong gian bép. C6 modt céi dia, coc va dia trong chau rira bat,
nhung chua rira. Trong luc quay ra phong khach, 6ng véi tay lay mot dung cu du:ng nén bang dong lam
vil khi va cham chap d1 chuyen xubng sanh. Ong tim dén phong tam trudce, ghé mit vao trong, ban cau
trbng khong, ctra nha tim van mo, khong c6 ai nim trong phong tam, chang c6 mau me trong bon tam,
ong khong nhin vao guong ti thude, vi ong khong mudn nhin thdy guong mat kinh hdi ctia minh trong

guong.

Phong ngu dau tién trong rong, til quan 4o chira day khan tim va ga tral giuong. Chi con lai mot
phong, gio cao dd cdm nén trén dau, va dung chan day cira ra. Bén trong t6i om om, phai mit mot lat
sau 6ng mGi quen dan v4i anh sang trong phong, 6ng cam thay hdi hop vi ngay giira givdng 1a mot thir
gi do kha to.

Ong thi thAim vao may nghe, “C6 ai d6 dang trén givdng, nhung che mit lai.”
“Ba ta chét rdi 42 Milton hoi nguoc lai.

“T6i khong biét, nhung sao lai che mit khi ngi nhi.”

“To1 ¢6 nén goi canh sat khong?”

“Po1 mot chat da.”

Co6 mdt cai tu nho trong phong, ctira he he, Caleb than trong dén gﬁn, san sang dung dd cim nén,
ong lai dung chan d4 cra m¢ va nhay Iui ra sau, nhung bén trong chi c6 gia treo do, khong thay dau
tich ctia hung thu.



Ong quay lai phia giuong, tim dap nhanh hon, va dang tu hoi liéu Milton c6 dang goi xe ctru
thuong cho minh. Ong nhin xudng ban tay run ray va ty trdn an, “Puoc ma, duoc ma, xac chét chang
1am hai minh dau.” Nhung trong thim tdm ong khong mudn nhin thy ba ta nhu thé, khéng muén ti nio.
Thinh linh 6ng chgt nhé ra mot chuyén, néu ho giét ba ta, Ong cling co phﬁn trach nhiém vi da léy kinh
ctia ba ta ciing nhu d4 tiép can ba ta. Y nghi nay nghe thi ¢ vé dang budn nhung lai phan ndo gitp ong
binh tinh hon.

“Tbi xin 161 nhé ba Jewell, cho du ba ¢ 1a gian diép di nita,” dng 1am bam trong miéng.
Ong nam ga trai giwdng va kéo manh xubng,

Mot xac chét dan ong trung tring nhin Caleb, xac chét ctia Norman Janklow, doc gia than thudc
cua nha van Hemingway, ké thu cua ba 1ao Jewell English trong phong doc khu Sach Quy Hiém.
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Albert Trent song trong mdt cin nha cii k§ voi via hé rong ¢ ving ndng thon xa x0i tai hat
Fairfax vé huong tay.

“Chac han ciling ton hang gid dé di 1am tai D.C day,” Stone dé y trong luc 6ng quan sat nha han
qua Oong nhom tir phia sau mot tan cay rong. Annabelle van trang phuc quan jeans den, giay thé thao
mau sam, 4o khoac trum dau den, ng61 thu lu bén canh Stone. Stone mang theo mdt ba 16 nhé.

“Céan nha c6 nguoi & khong?” ¢ ta hoi.

Ong lac dau, “Toi khong nhin thay dén tir chd ny va ga-ra khong md, nén chang thé noi 1a c6 xe
dau bén trong hay khong.”

“Mot ga 1am trong linh vuc tinh bao nhu hin chac ¢ cai hé thong bao dong.”

Stone gat dau, “Piéu d6 hién nhién 61, g0 chung ta s€ vo hi¢u hoa hé théng d6 roi dot nhap vao
trong.”

“Ong biét lam cach nao a?”
“Nhu t61 tirng no1 voi Reuben khi anh ta hoi to1 cau nay, cur thir s€ biét ma.”

Chang c6 ngdi nha nao che chan ho khi ho di vé hudng nha Albert, nhung cudi cung ho ciing tim
cach dén phia sau nha ma khong bi phat hién. Pé lam duoc diéu do, ho phai van dung du ky ning, bo
truon, di béng dau géi va cai lom khom theo con dbc cach nha hai muoi thude. Ho dung lai, va Stone
lai tham thinh 1an nita. Can nha c6 ting him véi ctra thong ra san va ndi v4i bac thang gb da qua xu 1y.
Phia sau ciing ti om om giéng phia trudc. Khong c6 dén dudng, va chi mdt it anh sang hat ra dau do
nén ong nhom dung trong dém ciia Stone rat thich hop vi ng c6 thé quan sat moi thir thong qua 16p
kinh xanh m¢ cua no.

“T6i chang thiy c6 dong tinh gi trong d6 ca, nhung cr thir goi dién xem sao,” Ong nhic

Annabelle.

Milton tim ra duoc sb dién thoai nha Trent trén mang, mdt noi con nguy hiém cho su riéng tu
ctia nude My hon diéu ma Co quan An ninh Qubc gia ting nghi dén. Annabelle dung dién thoai riéng
ctia minh dé goi, sau vai tiéng d6 chudng thi giong hop thu thoai vang 18n, va ho cting lang nghe tiéng
mdt ngudi dan 6ng hudng dan ho dé lai 161 nhan.

“Tay gian diép ctia ching ta lai ra ngoai trong dém gia budt thé ndy,” co ta thdt 1én. “Ma 6ng co
chuan bi du d6 nghé khong?”

“To1 khong ¢6 sting, co thi sao?”



Cb ta lac dau, “T6i khong thich chuyén d6 14m, t6i thich dung tri 6¢ hon stng dan.”

“Pung thé, d6i khi sting dng khong giai quyét duoc van dé.”

“Ong c6 vé kinh nghiém vé diéu nay.”

“Bay gio dau phai 1tc noi chuyén doi dau.”

“Tbi biét thé, chi mong ¢ dip néi diéu do.”

“T6i khong nghi ¢o s& & lai sau tat ca chuyén nay.”

“To1 con khong nghi minh s€ & lai vi chuyén nay nita 1a. Khong ai doan dugc chir ngo ca.”
“Puoc r6i, hop dién thoai dugc treo ngay mong tudng dudi cau thang, di thdi, nhd can than.”

Khi ho trudn nguoi vé phia trudce, ho nghe thay tiéng ngua hi vang vang dau d6. Do 1a mot khu
c6 nhiéu ndng trang nho, nhung c6 vé dang phat trién khd nhanh dudi su banh truéng cua cai goi 1a
‘gudng may nha ctra’ tir tiéu bang Virginia phia bac, su xAm nhip cua cin hd gia dinh, cin ho chung
cu, nha phé voi toe do chong mat. Trén duong dén nha Trent, ho c6 dip ngém nhiéu chuéng ngua,
nhirng u c6 kho cao ngit ngudng, khu chin dit va ca nhirng cht ngwa béo tot dang thong dong gim co
bén duong. Chat thai cua chung ndm rai rac trén duong nhu nhdn manh thém sy hién dién nay, va co
lic Stone suyt dAm phai khi budc ra khoi chiéc xe ma Annabelle di thué.

Ho dén gén hop dién thoai, Stone mat vai phut dé xem xét hé théng bao dong va vo hiéu hoa no.
Sau do, trong luc gan lai dam day dién lang nhiang, ong bao, “Ching ta s€ di vao tu ctra s6 do, chac la
canh ctra c6 chot khoa 161, to1 c6 mang theo dung cu bé khoa, nhung thir chd nao dé dang nhat day.”

Cénh cira s6 dau tién khong phai 13 noi d& dang, vi nd bi dong dinh chat truée do. Ho tién vé
phia sau cin nha va cudi cing cling tim ra dugc ctra s chi gai chdt bén trong. Stone cat mot khoanh
kinh tron, tho tay vao trong, gat chdt va mo cira. Mot phut sau do, ho da ¢ trong nha, va di vé hudng
mot gian bép, Stone di dau trong tay cAm mot dén pin do dudng,

“Chd nay ciing c6 vé dep ddy, du chii nha co vé 12 tay thich sy tdi gian.” Annabelle nhan xét dua
trén khi€u trang tri nd1 that thanh dam cua Trent: chi mit cai ban, va mdt cai gh€, con nha bép thi hau
nhu khong co6 gi ca.

Stone gat gu, “C6 1& hin sdng doc than, va cling in ngoai thoi.”

“Pé tim thir xem han ¢6 vin phong & dau d6 khong, thudng miy tay nhu han luc ndo cling mang
vi¢c v€ nha ca.”

Ho tim thiy vin phong, nhung ciing trong trai nhu nhitng noi khac trong nha, khong thiy gidy to,
tai li€u gi ca. Co vai tam hinh dat trén dau ti phia sau ban lam viéc, Stone chi vao mdt ngud1 dan ong
to 1on, rau ria ram rap, khuéon mit nhin phiic hau, toc bac pho, 16ng may ram dang dung canh mdt
nguo1 nho thod, dang vé yéu dudi, dau hoi nhung lai ¢6 anh mat lanh g1 va tinh ranh.



Stone két luan, “Ngudi to 16n 13 Bob Bradley, con tay kia 1a Trent ddy.”
“Han nhin gidng cht chén nhd vay.” C6 ta thinh linh ngung lai, “Tiéng gi rung vay?”

“Chét tiet, do 1a dién thoai cua t61,” Stone gid di€n thoai ra, nhin man hinh, “Caleb déy, to1
chang biét liéu ho da tim thay gi.”

Ong ching c6 co hoi biét d6 1a gi, vi ngay liic d6, mdt ¢ danh manh vao dau khién dng bat tinh
ngay 1ap tirc. Annabelle thét 1én trude khi ciing bi mot miéng khin w6t tim thude mé che miéng. Trudc
khi bi ngdm thudc mé, 4nh mat c6 ta quét nhanh qua tim guong treo ngay birc tudng d6i dién va kip
thay hai gd dan 6ng mang mit na den, mot tén dang dimg giir chit ¢o ta tir phia sau, tén kia dang dtng
ngay chd Stone. C6 ta ciing nhin thiy ca ngudi thir ba, d6 1a gi trong anh, Albert Trent, va hin dang
mim cudi khong biét Annabelle nhin thiy hinh anh ctia hin trong guong. Rdi chi thoang chdc sau do,
cO nang lim di.

Theo 101 chi din ctia Roger Seagraves, mot trong hai tén thdo chiéc dong hd ra khoi tay
Annabelle. Seagraves da c6 40 so mi cua Stone trude do, du hin khong tu tay giét ho, nhung hin chi
dao cai chét cua ho va diéu d6 hoan toan hop 1€ v61 quy tic suu tap cua hén. Hin mong doi cai ngay
nay da lau, kh1 ma hén co thé sat hai mot tay trong nhom 666, va hén dy dinh danh cho vat phém nay
mot no1 danh gia trong bo suu tap cua minh.



Chuong 58

Annabelle dan m& mét ra tinh lai, co ta thiy thap thoang hai tén dang 1Gi hai lam viéc. Mot tén
dtng trén thang va tén con lai dua d6 cho hin. C6 ta dang bi tréi chit tay chan va nim trén nén dat
lanh 180. Ngay phia d6i dién c6 ta 1a Stone, mit van nham nghién, nhung sau d6 6ng ciing chdp chdp
mit dan tinh lai. Khi nhin théy Annabelle, 6ng hudng mit vé hai tén kia. Tuy ho khong bi bit miéng,
nhung ca hai khong muén 1én tiéng tranh dé hai tén kia biét ho da tinh lai.

Khi nhin quanh phong, Stone cam thiy lo lang, vi ho dang bi giam trong kho hang cta Cong ty
Ciru hoa. Ong hé mat nhin vao may cai nhan trén xilanh khi ma hai t#n tho dang lam viéc. Xilanh duoc
treo lo lung gitra nha nén phai dung thang méi voi téi dugc.

“Cac-bon di-0-xit, 5000 ppm,” 6ng dung miéng miéu td ma khong noi ra tiéng cho Annabelle
hiéu.

Vay la bon chung tinh giét hai ho theo cach da lam voi DeHaven.

Stone hbt hoang nhin xung quanh tim kiém thir gi ddy, bat cir thir gi ong c6 thé dung dé cat day
tr61. Ho chang c6 nhiéu thoi gian vi sau khi xong viéc, bon chiing bo di cling 1a luc khi gas tuon ra tir

xilanh va hity hét khi 6xy trong khong khi, réi ho s& bi chét ngat. Ong hinh dung ra canh d6 khi miy ga
kia xong viéc.

“Chac vay la duoc r61,” mdt tén thot 1én ro1 leo xuodng.

Khi han budc vao chd sang, Stone nhan ra hin, d6 13 tén trudng nhom d ra 1énh thdo g& nhitng
xilanh khi khé1 thu vién. Khi chung liéc vé phia ho, 1ap tirc Stone nham nghién mat, Annabelle cling
nhanh tri 1am theo.

“Duoc roi day,” tén trudng nhom két luan, “Bay gid ding lam mat thoi gian nira, khi gas sap
tuon ra trong ba phut nira, chung ta dgi n6 tan hét ro61 hot ching ra khoi day.”

“Chung ta quang xac ching & dau day?” tén con lai hoi.

“MOot noi xa xam nao do, nhung ma nguoi ta co6 tim ra chung cling chang sao, vi ddm canh sat
lam sao ma biét tai sao chung chét, cach nay thé ma hay.”

Chung khiéng thang ra khoi phong. Ngay khi hai t€n vira dong sap ctra, va khoa lai thi Stone 1ap
turc ngéi bat day, 1€ than minh vé ban dung cu. Ong tu nang nguo1 1€n, hat mot con dao da nang rot
xubng dat, réi quay ra chd Annabelle. Ong thi thim véi ¢ ta, “Nhanh 1én, cam lay dao va cat day
thirng tréi t6i. Nhanh 1én nhé, chiing ta chi c¢6 ba phut thoi day.”

Ho nam quay lung vao nhau trong lic Annabelle ¢ ging cua dy bang dao trong tu thé hoan



toan kho khin, tham chi c6 ltc ¢6 ta cit nham ca vao tay 6ng khién 6ng phai rén thanh tiéng, nhung 6ng
van luon mi¢ng thiic giuc, “Nhanh nira, dung lo, cb 1én!” Mit ong khong ro1 khoi xilanh khi 1o ling
trén dau, & chd 6ng dang ngdi c6 thé nhin rd sy viéc hon bén Annabelle, va ciing vi thé ong thiy dong
ho dém gid trén than xilanh dang dém nguoc that nhanh.

Annabelle dung tat ca stre luc dé thyc hién viée cét day, md hoi dam dia trong lic co ta c6 cam
giac tay dang sp roi ra ngoai. Nhung cudi cting cong strc ctia ¢d ta ciing duge dén bu, day thing cua
Stone ciing dirt, 6ng nhanh chong thdo day tréi ¢ chan roi ding day. Ho chi con mot phat. Ong khong
du thoi gian cho xilanh khi kia, vi nd qua cao ma du c¢6 tréo 1én va ¢ ding dong ho thi hai tén ngoai
kia cling s& biét co chuyén xay ra khi khong nghe thay khi gas bi xi. Ong nhanh chong tom 1ay binh khi
6xy va mit na roi chay vé phia Annabelle. Ho chi con ba muoi gidy.

Ong day cb ta vé phia goc khuit sau dong thiét bi, r6i dung vai che phu ca hai, dau 6ng ké sat
bén co ta trong 1uc deo mit na 6xy cho ca hai, van cong tic. Mot tiéng xi nho va cai khi lanh pha vao
mit ho cho biét mit na hoat dong t6t. Ngay luc do, ho nghe théy tiéng nd bup, va tiéng réc rach cua
nudc duge bom. Muoi giay sau, khi cacbonnic tran ra nhanh va manh tran ngap ca gian phong. Khi
hién tugng “dong tuyét” xuit hién, nhiét do tut Xuéng kinh hoang, ca Stone 1an Annabelle lién tuc run
lay bay. Ca hai khong nging thd khi tir binh khi 6xy, tuy vy, Stone van c6 cai cam giac ngat thd cua
bau khi quyén & noi xa xdm ndo do6 trén mit tring, thay vi trai dat. Cai khi 4y 1am ho nghet thé, 1am ho
ban loan nhung Stone van ¢ ging giir chit mit na trong lac Annabelle ghi chit 14y ong.

Du dugc cung cép khi oxy, dau 6c ctia Stone ciing dﬁn tré nén my mam. Ong c6 cam giac rninh
dang ngdi trén mot chiéc may bay phan luc trén trdi cao, tbe dd cua nd cang lic cang nhanh, nhu mudn
cudn phing dau 6ng di. Ong c6 thé cam nhin duoc su so hii tot dinh ma Jonathan da phai trai qua, cai
lac ma khong khi khong con dé thd.

Thinh linh, mo1 thr ngiing lai cr nhu luc no bat dau. Annabelle kh& vuon tay thdo mat na ra
nhung Stone can lai. Ong thi thao, “Nong do 6xy van con thap lam, do1 mot chat.” T1eng quat thong g16
vang 1én, thoi gian nhu cham chidm troi qua. Va véi mdi gidy dong ho troi qua, Stone van dan chit mat
noi ctra ra vao. Cubi cung, ong thao mat na cua minh ra, nhung van dé mit na cho Annabelle. Ong than
trong hit mot hoi roi tiép tuc thém hoi nita. Ong g& miéng vai trum ra, khiéng c6 ta 1én, dit co ta tai
chd ci, roi 6ng ron rén cam mot binh khi 6xy da can dimg nép sau canh cira.

Ong chang phai doi 1au vi chi mot phit sau ctra phong bat mo, va tén dau tién budc vao. Stone
doi thém mot 1at, dén tén thir hai xut hién, Stone 14p tirc dung binh khi dap manh vao dau hin khién
hén v& so ma chét lap trc. Tén con lai 1ap tire rat sung ra tu vé nhung cling bi mdt binh 6xy khac bay
théng vao méat, 1am hin chdi nhao Xuéng ban dé dung cy, de lén chiéc mo cap dang dung san trén ban.
Han hét 1én khi bi ¢Am tir sau trong luc khuon mit hin ciing bat dau tira mau. Stone lai gio binh khi 1én
1an nita thang vao dinh dau hin, va hin ndm do ngay trén san. Sau d6, 6ng quang binh xudng dat, nhanh
chong chay dén bén Annabelle, thdo day trdi cho ¢ ta. C6 ta run ray ding day, nhin hai thin thé bat
dong, roi thot 1én.

“Ong nhd nhac to1 dung lam 6ng ndi g1an nhé,” mdt ¢d ta van con xanh xam.

“Pi thoi, trudce khi ¢6 ké khac dén.”



Ho lao nhanh ra ctra, tr¢o qua hang rao, ra duong chinh. Nhung chi khoang vai phut sau, ho phai

dirng lai, thd doc, trong lic md hoi tia ra nhé nhai trén 16p da cau ban. Ho hit 14y hit dé cai khong khi
trong lanh bén ngoai va di thém mot doan nira trudc khi do1 chan moi nhir. Ho dung lai, tya lung vao
blrc twong gach cua mdt nha kho bén duong.

“Ching léy dién thoai cta toi rdi,” Stone noi trong lac tranh thu hit thém khi 6xy, “Ma to1 that su

khong con du strc cho may chuyén nay nira.”

“Di¢n thoai cua to1 cling mat, ma toi cling m¢t nira,” cO ta tra 101 trong hoi tho ngét quang.

“Oliver nay, toi nhin thiy Trent trong cin nha d6, qua guong phan chiéu day.”

“Co ¢6 chac khong?”

Co ta gat dau, “Chéc chin 13 hin ma.”

Stone liéc nhin xung quanh, “Gid ching ta phai tim cach 1ién lac v&i Milton hay Caleb ngay.”
“Sau nhitng gi da xay ra a, 1i¢u ho c6 chiu dugc khong?”

“T6i cling khong biét,” rdi ong lao dao dung day khong quén chia tay d& Annabelle day.

Ho tiép tuc di cho dén luc c6 ta dimg lai va hoi nho, “C6 phai Jonathan ciing chét theo cach

do?”

Ong ngirng lai, quay nhin c6 ta. “Pung vay. T6i xin 16i.”

Co ta co nguot lai, mét ruém 1€, “Lay Chua,” giong c0 ta run réy.

“Vang, lay Chaa,” Stone cAt giong an Ui, “Susan ndy, dang 1y toi khong nén dé c6 tham gia vao
chuyén nay.”

“Thir nhat tén t6i khong phai Susan.”

“Puoc thoi.”

“Thir hai, ong noi cho to1 biét tén that cua ong, roi t6i & noi tén thit cua toi.”

Stone ngan ngir trong gidy lat, “Franklin nhung ban bé hay goi t6i 1a Frank. Con ¢6?”

“Eleanor, nhung ban goi la Ellie tho1.”

“Franklin va Eleanor a?”’ giong 6ng bong dua.

“Ong khoi chuyén ma.” C6 ta cudi ma mat vin dAm 1é, va rdi ca ngudi cb ta run ban bat. “Oi,
Jonathan.”

Stone v&1 ndm vai co ta, gitr ¢O ta khoi nga.

“T6i khong thé tin dugc chuyén nay, t6i khong bao gio ¢6 thé gip lai ong 4y.”



“Mién sao ¢6 con quan tim éng ay 13 tot roi.”

“T6i chang biét minh dang 1am gi nira.”

“C¢ the hicu duge ma.”

“T6i s& 6n thoi, tin t6i di ma, co luc t6i con t& hon thé nay nhiéu.” Khi vira ndi xong nhirng diéu
ndy, cb ta bat khoc. Stone kéo Annabelle gan hon, va diu cd ta ngdi xudng, nam chit tay ¢ ta dé mic

cho nudc mat w6t dam ao cua ong.

Nam phut sau, ¢6 ta nging khoc, du thinh thoang van nac 1én vai tiéng. Pay ngudi ra khoi ong,
cO ta lay tay 4o lau do61 mat sung hup va chui mii.

Co ta 1én tiéng, “T6i xin 151, toi chua bao gid bi mit kiém soat nhu vy ca.”
“Khéc vi mat ngudi yéu dau co gi 1a bat thuong.”

“Chi 1a vi khong... ¥ t6i 1a... 6ng chua bao gid...” ¢ ta ¢ tim cach giai thich.
Stone dua tay che miéng c0 ta lai, thdt 1én, “Tén that cta toi 1a John Carr.”

Annabelle 1ang d1 mot 1at roi tho phao, “Con to1 1a Annebelle Conroy, rat vui duoc quen Ong,
John.” C6 ta hit mQt hoi that sau, “Day ching phai 1a diéu to1 hay lam dau.”

“Dung tén that ctia ¢6 a? Toi hiéu ma, t6i dd néi tén cho ké mubn giét toi lic trude.”
Ong dimg day, kéo ¢6 ta theo. Khi dng chuan bi quay di, Annabelle nim khuyu tay ong.
“Cam on 6ng John... vi tit ca.”

Ong c6 vé bdi rdi trudce thanh ¥ ciia ¢b ta, nhung co ta lam ra vé khong dé ¥ va tiép, “Gid ching
ta phai xem li¢u Caleb va Milton c6 can giap khong?”

Va ho tiép tuc cudc hanh trinh.
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Annabelle va Stone goi di¢n thoai cho Caleb tir dich vu cong cong. Ong ta van chua hoan hon
sau vu phat hién ra xac chét ctia 6ng 140 Norman Janklow nhung van mudn ké lai nhitng chuyén da xay
ra. Sau do, Stone goi Reuben, va ho hen nhau gdp mat tai ngdi nha an toan cta Stone. M{t tiéng sau
d6, moi ngudi di dong du, ldng nghe chuyén cua Stone va Annabelle.

“Me no,” Reuben chiri dong, “Ciing may anh nhd dén cai binh oxy.”

Caleb va Milton ké tiép chuyén ctia ho.

Caleb thém vao, “Chung t61 goi cho canh sat béng thé dién thoai, chi mat c6 mot tiéng dé timra
mot tram tho1 &, ma 61 trd1, t61 nhd ra 1a minh da cam céi d6 cam nén, thé nao dau van tay cling con
trén do.”

Stone hoi thém, “Thé anh con cham thir gi khac khong?”

Caleb lo léng, “C4 thanh vin ctia cau thang bén ngoai,” doan nhin sang Milton, “B&1 vi anh ban
yéu quy cua to1 gop phan lam t61 giat thot tim. Toi cling cham vao vai thir trong nha, nhung ma khong
nh¢ 1o 1am, that tinh t61 chi mudn x6a hét moi thir trong dau.”

“Anh ciling ¢6 dau van tay tai co s& dir liéu ciia lién bang chir?”” Stone tiép tuc.

“Di nhién r61,” Caleb thd dai, “DPay khong phai 1a 1an dau canh sat mo dén t61, nhung to1 tu hoi
liéu c6 1a 1an cuo1.”

Reuben chen ngang, “Ong 130 Norman Janklow c6 lién quan gi chuyén niy nhi?”

Stone tra 101, “Janklow ciing c6 thé 1a gian diép, giéng ba English. Suy ra sach ong ta hay doc
cling c6 mat ma trén do.”

Caleb suy luan, “Vay ho chi gia vo ghét nhau dé nguy trang thoi sao.”
Reuben van tiép tuc, “Nhung sao lai giét Janklow?”

“Néu ong ta cling 1a gidn diép, khi chung ta tim ra su that vé ba Jewell thi chic chin sy viéc s&
bai 1§, cho nén chiing phai tim cach giai quyét ém dep chuyén nay,” Annabelle 1én tiéng, “Co thé
chung da dua ba ta di noi khac, con dé lai xac Janklow dé€ lam réi tung su viée.”

“Vay thi ding 1a chiing da thanh cong,” Caleb chi r6.
“Chung ta phai béo canh sat thoi,” Milton hd hdi.

“Va no1 gi vo1 ho?” Stone canh tinh 6ng ta, “Dau vét trong quyén sach cling mat di roi, néu



chiing ta bao t6i nay xém bi giét khac gi ty nhan da dot nhiap vao nha Trent. T6i nghi c6 18 hin d3 bao
canh sat vé vu dot nhap ro1 day.”

Ong nhin Annabelle. “Ma cho du ¢ c¢6 nhin thiy hin di nita, chi 1a viéc c6 chdng lai han. Toi
khong goi cho canh sat bio vé viéc xay ra tai Cong ty Ctru hda bdi vi t0i chic chin rang khi ho dén
d6, xac hai tén kia di bién mat.” Quay sang Caleb, Stone tiép tuc, “Caleb dén nha ba Jewell nén chic
chin diu van tay anh ta con do, néu g0 bao canh sat, anh ta s€ bi tinh nghi ngay lap tirc, thém vao
chuyén, chinh quyén timg nhin thiy Caleb va Reuben trong hd so cua minh, chic gi dam canh sat s&
tin.”

“Quy quai that,” do 1a cau nhan xét duy nhét ctia Reuben cho ca cau chuyén.
Annabelle 1én tiéng, “Thé gio chiing ta 1am gi, ngdi doi chiing dén a?”

Stone lac dau, “Khong phai vdy, ngiy mai Caleb van di 1am binh thudng nhu khong c6 gi xay ra.
Chiac chin thu vién s& xdo tron vi chi trong mot thoi gian ngan mat di ca giam déc 14n doc gia. Anh ctr
¢ ging tim thém thong tin néu c6 thé nhé, Caleb. Tin tirc s& giup chung ta liéu canh sat dang nghi gi.
Néu chung co giét Jewell rdi, xac chét s& sém bi phat hién thoi.”

Milton chen ngang, “Ti s& dan chit mat vao man hinh tim thong tin trén internet. May thong tin
do luon dugce cap nhat trén mang.”

Stone tiép tuc noi, “Bob Bradley, Jonathan DeHaven, Cornelius Behan va gio 1a Norman
Janklow déu bi sat hai. Toi tin rang Bradley bi giét vi 6ng ta ép budc Albert Trent roi khoi cai ghé
1am nhin vién tinh bdo. Néu t6i khong 1am, thi Trent khong thé thuc hién diéu d6 vi han dang st dung
cong vi€c tinh bao dé trao doi thong tin mat. DeHaven bi giét vi Ong hoat dong tai phong doc noi trao
d6i thong tin mat hay c6 lién quan dén ké hoach nao diy va budc phai im lang. Twong tu v6i 6ng 130
Norman Janklow, ndi cach khac ciing 13 tay gian diép. Behan bi sat hai boi vi hin phét gidc ra mot
trong so thiét bi cua minh 13 cong cu giét DeHaven va phai tién hanh diéu tra. Trent c6 tay trong &
cong ty ndy, va c6 1& da dugc bao cdo vé su nghi ngd ndy cho nén ra tay thi tiéu Behan truge.”

Caleb thic mic, “Nhung tai sao Jonathan, Jewell English va ca Norman Janklow lai vuéng vao
to chirc gian diép nhi? A1 ma lai nghi ra chuyén lay phong Sach Quy Hiém lam no1i trao doi thong tin
mat v&1 nhau chua?”

Stone giai thich, “Bdi vi nguoi ta hay suy luan diéu d6 khong thé 13 ké hoach hay ho duoc. Va
anh nén nh6 rang, thuong may tay gidn digp hay bi bat boi vi trong sudt qué trinh b diéu tra theo ddi,
ho hay trao d6i thong in ¢ nhitng no1 cong cong. Con & day, ching ta c6 thong tin trong phong Sach
Quy Hiém, kho c6 thé theo ddi duoc, ai ma lai nghi ngd chuyén ong 130 ba 130 dén doc sach roi di vé
cht.”

Caleb van khong buong tha, “Nhung anh ciing can phai tim hiéu cic thong tin ma Trent dang tim
cach mua ban dugc chuyeén tai ra sao trong thu vién. RO rang han khong phai la nguoi danh dau nhirng
chir do, va Jonathan cang khong thé dung quyén sach cua tac gia Beadle vi Ong ta da chét trudc do.”

“T6i dong ¥, va d6 ciing 1a phan chung ta can tim ra 101 giai. Phan quan trong nhat boi vi d6 1a



ctru canh cho ca cau chuyén. Néu Janklow, English va DeHaven 13 gian diép, chic chin phai c6 bang
chirng dau do.”

Milton tiép 101, “Ching t6i da lyc soat nha DeHaven ma khong tim dwoc gi ca.”
“T6i thi tim dén nha ba Jewell, chi thiy mdi x4c chét.” Caleb ring minh nhé lai.
Stone gat dau, “C6 thé nha Norman Janklow c6 gi d6.”

Reuben phan ddi, “Van dé duy nhat 13 ddm canh sat dang day dic ¢ d6, ciing nhu chd ba English

vay.

Stone tong két, “Tinh hinh ngdy cang trd nén nguy hiém, va ching ta phai rat can than. Toi yéu
cau ching ta phai hanh dong doi. Caleb, anh c6 thé & lai nha Milton, & d6 c6 hé thong an ninh kha tbt.
Reuben, t6i s& dén chd anh vi ciing c¢6 vai ké biét chd cua t6i r6i.” Ong nhin sang Annabelle, “Co c6
thé & chung voi chiing toi.”

Reuben c6 vé hao hung, “Nha to1 cling chang co gi dep d¢ ca nhung ¢6 nhiéu bia, khoai tay, va
c4 mot cai tivi plasma man hinh rong, t6i con biét niu moén Gt cay ndng nira ddy. Vé phia canh gic bao
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v¢, thi t61 ¢ mot nang cho bull goi la Delta Dawn, trung thanh, san sang lan xa vao ké thu.”
“To1 nghi to1 s€ & lai khach san ctia minh, va tu biét lo liéu, dung lo cho t61.”
Stone hoi lai 1an nita, “C6 chic chi?”

“To1 chac ma, cdm on vi 101 mo1, t61 thude tuyp nguoi thich mot minh ma,” co ta tranh d&nh mat
cua Stone.

Khi cudc hop két thic, Stone chin ¢ ta lai lac ¢6 ta chuan bi di va héi, “Co ¢o sao khong?”
“To1 binh thuong, sao lai khong nhi? Chi 1a mot ngay nhu moi ngay.”

“Nhung gan cai chét khong phai 1a thir thuong ngay.”

“Co thé vay ma ciing c6 thé khong.”

“Puoc 16i, thé ¢d c6 mudn tiép tuc vu Albert Trent khong?” Thay cb ta ngan nglr, ong giai thich,
“Y t61 khong phai 1a dot nhap vao nha han ma 1a theo doi han.”

“Ong nghi han van lang vang dau do a?” c6 ta hoi.

Stone gat dau, “Chiing chang biét chiing ta biét hay khong biét gi. Téi doan ching s& an binh bat
dong do1 thoi co. Néu bay gid han ra khoi thanh pho, su viéc s€ cham dut. Néu day 1a mot duong day
gian di€p, chung s€ tim cach go gac, r0 rang chiing da phai gy dung rat lau dé dugc nhu vay.”

“Bon nay khong phai chi biét choi dua nhi?”

“To1 cling khong,” Stone tra 161 cde 16c.



Roger Seagraves ndi cau hoan toan. Trong ltc ong 130 Janklow d3 phai hy sinh dé che gidu su
viéc va gitip ngan chin mot nhan ching thi ba 130 English dang yén 6n tai mot noi nao d6 cach xa D.C.
Tuy nhién, vi ba ta da mAt mét kinh va 1am bai 16 moi chuyén cho nén hén cling chéng dé cho ba ta tdn
tai qua 1au. Do 1a tin t6t. Tin x4u 1a gd Oliver Stone va mu dan ba da trén thoat, lam thiét hai thém hai
ngudi vé phia hin. Ga 666 d6 da may min thoat khoi ctra tir than, ma con ha guc hai gi kia. Piéu d6
qua la an tuong, dac bict la ddi véi mot tay gén sdu muoi tudi nhu gd. Seagraves cam théy gian ban
than vi da khong giét gi khi co co hoi. Han da thu don xéc chét tai Cong ty Ctru hoa nhung hién tai
dam canh sat dang ltic nhic trong nha Jewell. Ciing may, ba ta ching dé gi & nha, ca chd Janklow ciing
thé. Tuy vay, ké hoach hoan hao cila Seagraves hoan toan bi phé san.

Bay gi¢ hdan chi c6 mdt muc ti€u duy nhat, do 1a tim ra dadu moi sy viéc va két lieu nd. Han cam
lay cai 40 so mi cii cua Stone l€n khoi ban, ca dong ho lay cua Annabelle. Han ty hira vo1 long rang
chung van thudc vé bo suu tap cua han.
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Ga thire ddy, vuon vai, nam lan sang mot bén va liéc nhin vé hudng cira s6. Troi van trong vat
nhu ngdy hdm qua, van 13 mdt ngay nang dep, v4i gid bién thoang nhe tao cam giac thu thai cho moi su
vat. Ga ngéi day, léy khan quén quanh nguoi i budc dén bén cira so. Ngobi biét thy toa lac tai mot
manh dat rong vai mau bao gom bai bién cat trang chay dai va bao boc bdi dai duong xanh biéc kia 1a
ctia gd, theo hop dong thué mot nam, nhung ga dang cO ¥ dinh mua @it n6 ludn. Khu nha nghi riéng biét
nay co nhiéu tlen ich nhur h boi, hdm ruou, sin quan vot va ca ngdi nha nho va ghé nam, hiru ich hon
murc can thiét néu chi danh cho phoi kho sau khi tim vi g it khi ndo tim mot minh ma ciing it khi mic
d6 tam. Trong ga-ra rong, dang dau hai chiéc Maserati hai chd va mot chiéc Ducati ma gi hay dung dé
14i dao choi. G thué mot dau bép, mot nguoi gitp viée va ca ngudi 1ldm vudn voi chi phi ré hon ca
cai cin ho & Los Angeles ma g tirng song. G4 hit mot hoi dai, gi mudn séng tron cude doi con lai &
noi nay.

Ga da khong nghe theo 101 ctia Annabelle vé viéc vung tién, nhung nhitng noi nhu thé nay chi
thich hop cho ké ¢6 tién. Ga di xem qua danh sach vé mot loat nhitng ngdi nha hay ho trén mang chi
sau khi Annabelle bao d6 1a sd tién triéu dola trude khi bat tay vao ci lira. Khi ¢6 nha roi phai ¢ “do6
choi” di chung v&i nd. Ga chang so chuyén Bagger s& timra vi tén d6 ¢ bao gid biét hin 13 ai, va lai
trén thé gidi ndy thiéu gi nhirng tay nha giau con tré trung nhu gi. Toém lai, ga that ctr, that tuyét.

Tony nghe tiéng budc chin cb gai dang 1én cau thang va quay vao giuong, coi khin ra. Khi ¢ ta
md& cura, ga thay c¢6 ta mang theo mgt phan an sang chi danh riéng cho ga. Cling that la, c¢6 ta da ¢ véi
ga ngay thir hai r61 ma van khong dung chung bita sang, c6 thé vi co ta biét phan sy lam hau gai cua
minh.

. [32] 9y A £,

“Bira sang co trirng Op-la, nudc cam, tostada va ca phé sira nh¢, thua ngai.” Co ta cat giong
Tay Ban Nha ngot ngao.

“Va ca emnira,” gd mim cu’c‘ri kéo co a vé phia minh sau khi dit khay xuéng ban ké gim‘mg Co
ta hon g roi dé ga hon 1a1 to1 tap. Ga so soang khap ving than thé ctia ¢ 4, tir bén trén rdi xudng dén
vong eo thon gon, tlep Xuong nua, xuong nura.

“Ngai co doi khong?” giong c¢6 a bon cot.

“Oi d6i ma,” gi thi thao ndi vao tai 4.

G xoay ngudi, dua cot véi ¢ ta. “Carmela, em lam anh phéat dién day,” gi bat thét 1én.

Cb 4 vung day, kéo vai hin, thin hinh hin d¢ 1én nguoi a.

Thinh linh canh ctra bat mé, dap vao twong 1am cho cip nam nit giat minh trong lic tu tinh. Bén



tén to cao luc ludng budc vao tiép theo sau la mot t€n khac cling v bo vai rong trong trang phuc lich
sy, 40 so mi ¢6 ¢O va anh mat dac thang co ve tinh quai.

Jerry Bagger cét tiéng trudc, “Chao Tony, chd miy c¢6 cin nha dep qua nhi, tao thich lam. R
rang chi may biét ti€u xai ra phét khi stir dung tién cuia nguo1 khac day.”

Han ngdi xudng giwdng trong luc c6 4 Carmela so chét khiép phai 1ay chan trim nguoi lai.

“Nay em y€u, em dirng lém thé,” Bagger van tiép tuc néi, “Em dep 1dm, tiéng Tdy Ban Nha noi
thé ndo nhi, &, 13 bonita! Plng roi, <o em xmh dep, quy cai.” Hin ra hiéu cho mot t#én Vé si, tén nay
nhac bong Carmela, khiéng a dén gan ctra s0 roi ném a ra ngoai. Ho cung lang nghe tiéng hét dai va
ro6i mot Am thanh “thich” that to vong tir dudi cura $0.

Bagger cam ly nuréc cam trén ban va mot hoi uong sach. Han lau miéng bang khin roi tiép tuc,
“Tao uong nudc cam mbi ngiy. May biét tai sao khong? Vi ¢6 nhiéu can-xi. GlO’ tao sau muoi sau tudi
roi ma may thdy tao ra sao? Nhin ndy, co bip ndy, may thir so vao xem.” Han gong tay 1én, nhung Tony
gan nhu khong noi dugc 101 ndo.

Bagger gia bo ngac nhién, “Sao chi miy c6 vé budn thé ? A, vi c6 nang xinh dep bay ra khoi
cura sO sao? Pung lo ma.” Han nhin tén vé s da quang co6 nang kia, “Nay, Mike, may nham vao ho boi
phai khong, giong nhu bo phim vé di¢p vién James Bond phai khong? Ma phim nao nhi?”

“Kim cwong vinh cuu, thua ngai Bagger,” Mike lap tirc tra 101.

Bagger mim cudi, “Duang thé, Kim cwong vinh ciru. Me kiép, tao thich miy cai bo phim chét tiét
do ghé. Do 1a bo phim véi cai con mu gi do, trong bo 4o tam bé xiu d6 may. Stephanie Powers a?”

“Da, Jill St. John, thura ngai Bagger,” Mike nha nhan stra 1o1.

“Pung thé, tao ludn bi nham hai 4 d6 v6i nhau, ma miy 4 ddy giéng nhau khi trén ngudi khong
mac gi. Cling hay nhi.”

“T6i da khong thanh cong khi ném vao ho 1an ndy, thua ngai Bagger,” Mike thanh that.
“Nhung may c¢b gang, d6 moi 1a diéu quan trong.” Han quay lai Tony, “Pung khong Tony?”
Tony 1 rang 1a khong du strc dé noi gi ca.

“Hon nita, cach ndy van con d& hon, vi may biét chuyén gi xay ra v&i hai 130 khén dudi nha
khong? May khong thé tin dugc dau ching chi ¢6 dd nhao ma chét thoi, cho nén rd rang con a xinh dep
nay chang thé mot minh tan huéng cai noi xinh dep nhu vay. Tao ctr xem nhu 1a ctru vét do1 no, Tony
nhi?”

Tony gat dau mot cach khé khan.
“Bay gid hdly thir xem co bap ctia tao ndo. Tao muén may biét sirc manh tao c¢6 duoc.”

Chang thém doi Tony 1am theo, Bagger ndm va dua tay gi cham vao nhitng thd thit cudn cudn



trén canh tay. “May thiy n6 c6 ciing cap khong, Tony? May co biét tao manh thé nao khong Tony? May
r0 chua?”

Tony van nai, “Xin ding giét toi, thua ngai Bagger. Xin ding, t6i xin 161 ngai.”

Bagger bop chit tay ctia Tony roi budng ra, “Thoi ndo, ding thé, viéc van xin lam may yéu hén
lam, ma cai cu lira d6 qua 1a tuyét hao. Tat ca nhiing tay trong thé gidi cd bac déu biét bon bay da
thuc hién thanh cong phi vu vdi con s6 bon muoi triéu dola.” Bagger nhin vé hudng khac, hit mot hoi
dai 1ay binh tinh, rd rang 1a dang nén 10ng khong chit ga trai tré niy thanh tirng manh, it nhat 13 trong
vai phut.

“Nhung trudc tién, chiung ta di thang vao van dé nhé, tao mudn may hoi tao xem lam cach nao
ma tao tim ra may nhi. Tao mudn may blet tao la ke thong minh thé ndo, va may ngu ngdc ra sao. Hoi
tao xem ndo, Tony, sao tao kiém ra may, tit ca nhitng chd chét tiét may tirmg dén sau khi di cho tao mot
c?” Bagger tom lay c6 Tony, kéo hin lai gin, “Hoi tao xem ndo, thing chét tiét.” Pudng gan xanh &
thai dwong hin hién rd trong con tirc gian.

Tony 1ap tirc ngdp ngung, “Lam sao ngai tim dugc t01 vay thua ngai Bagger?”

Bagger dung tay day vao nguc Tony khién gi 1a0 dao ngdi phich xubng giuong, va rdi tén chu
song bai dung day, di t6i di lui. “Tao rat vui may da hoi, viéc 1a thé ndy, con quy cai di soan ra ké
hoach Iira tao vao trong da theo ddi tao dém dau tién va lam ra vé tao dang bi giam sat. Cach duy nhét
dé nhin vao vin phong tao 1a thué mdt phong ndo ddy trong cai khach san hai muoi ba ting dbi dién
ma thoi. Thé 1a tao vao day, hoi tham tin tirc nhitng ké da & tai ngay tang ddy, tao kiém tra ting tén
trong danh sdch mot.”

Hin dung lai, va cudi twoi nhin Tony, “Tao tim ra miy, may ciing khon ngoan khi dung tén gia
tai khach san, nhung may ciing c6 sai sot trong khi con quy kia va thing déng bon ctia n6 thi khong. 6
13 1y do tao khéng tim ra duoc bat cir thong tin gi vé chung, vi chiing ching dé lai quai gi ca.” Bagger
chi thang tay vao Tony, “Nhung may thi c6, tao tim ra thong tin vé may qua cd 4 mat-xa yéu kiéu,
ngudi ban tinh cia may, nhung may chui vao phong tim non thdc nén thio. Trong luc d6, con mu kia
md mim vi cua may, kiém thém vai dong thay cho cai to tién it 6i may dua cho a. D6 ciing 1a 1y do a
tim thdy bang 14i xe v&i tén that ciia may, may ciing hoi ngu khi cat d6 trong d6 dy Tony.”

“Vay 1a trong khi may nghi 4 diém d6 chi ton mit mot tram dola thi hoa ra cai gia that phai tra
cao hon nhi, tham chi 4 n61 cho tao biét moi thir ma chi nhan dugc phan cling chang dang ké 1am. Nay
Tony, bai hoc cho may nhé, dirng bao gi¢ tin nhitng a diém, chiing ltra may thoi.”

Han ngoi xubéng canh Tony, luc ndy dang thit thit khoc, “May ciing tai 1am, Tony, ngudi gioi
giang c6 thé 1am moi thtr voi cai may tinh quy quai, ndo 13 phin mém gian diép 1én hé thong dién
chuyén tién cua tao, cudp di bdn muoi triéu. That dai tai, tao phai tiéu t6n rat nhiéu, mua chudc, kiém
tra ban bé may, gia dinh may, theo ddu vai ct dién thoai may goi vé nha, giét vai tén bat hop tac, va
gio tao va may dang ngdi day v6i nhau trén mot bai bién ddy ning cua Tay Ban Nha, hay cai nudc B6
Pao Nha quy quai hay 12 noi chét tiét nao d6.” Han vd chan Tony.

“R01, tao thay thoai mai hon roi1, ching ta ti€p tuc tho1.” Han ra hi¢u cho mdt tén can vé rat mot



khau sung luc ra khoi vo, gan nong giam thanh vao, nhét dan vao 6 ro61 dua cho Bagger.

“Xin dirng, xin dirng,” Tony lap bap trudc khi Bagger budc g ngung bit bang cach tdng manh
khau sung vao miéng ga, lam gdy hai cai rang cua.

Hin chin tay ngang khi quan ctia Tony, d¢ gi xudng giudng va tay cham vao co stng, “Roi, chi
em, day 1 thwong lwong, my van con mot co hdi. Mot co hdi duy nhat,” hin cham réi nhic lai, “Va
chi vi tao cam thay phai rong luong, tao cling chang biét tai sao, co lé tinh tao dam thém hon khi tudi
vé gia.” Han ngung lai, liém méi va tiép, “Con quy cai d6, tao mudn biét tén nd va tit ca nhing thir
may biét vé n6, néu may noi ra, may co thé song sot.” Han nhm xung quanh can phong ngu rong,
“Khong phai & day, khong phai bang tién cua tao, nhung may s& song, con néu khong n6i?” Bagger dot
ngdt rit sung ra khoi miéng Tony, lic nay da dinh mau me va ca mot it ring, “May nghi tao s& ban may
a?” Bagger cudi 10n, “Khong dau, ching ai lam thé ca, nhanh qua.” Hin dua stng cho thudc ha, trong
lac Mike trao cho hdn mot con dao nho.

“Chung tao 1am my chuyén nay tir tir thoi, ciing luyén tap 1au roi,” Roi hin gio tay con lai ra
nhan mot bao tay bang nhya tir t€n thudc ha khac.

Bagger tiép tuc, “May chang phai dung nhiéu miy céi loai bao tay nay trir phi may khong muén
dé lai van tay nhi. Nhung thoi budi by gid, miy cai bénh 1ay nhiém nhan nhin nén phai than trong,
ngay ca v6i con a xinh dep lac ndy, 1am sao may biét a thé nao trudc khi may tinh tir voi 4? Tao mong
may c6 chut tinh tao.”

Bagger véi tay xuéng ha bo cta Tony va kéo manh.

Tony thét 1én vi dau don, nhu’ng tay chan cua Bagger gilr chat han. Bagger nhin Tony mot lat roi
nhan xét, “That tinh tao ching biét con mu kia thich may vi dlem gi.” Hin gio dao 1én, “Rdi, tén con
quy cai do, tién ctia tao ¢ dau, va moi thtr. Roi miy duoc séng, néu khong tao xur cai nay cua may
trude, dau 1dm ddy. S& ra sao Tony nhi? Miy c6 nim gidy, nhd 13 tao ma cat rdi 1a chang dirng lai
dau.”

Tony mip may moi.

“Cai gi? Tao khong nghe ro.”

“Anna...”

“Noi 16n 1én, thing ngu kia, tao chang nghe r5.”

(Ga gao lén, “Annabelle!”

“Annabelle? Annabelle gi?” Bagger ciing gao lai, ving ca nudc miéng ra ngoai.
“Annabelle... Conroy. Con gai cua Paddy Conroy.”

Bagger tir tir ha dao Xuong, budng tay. Hin dua dao cho thudc ha, r6i thao bao tay ra, doan han
dén bén cira so nhin ra ngoal Hin con chang thém nhin x4c ¢d 4 Carmela, thdn thé nat nhir trén mot
con su tir ¢4 canh ctra sau. Han dang nhin thang ra bién.



Annabelle Conroy? Hin khong bao gid nghi rang Paddy lai c6 con, nhung rd rang moi chuyén
coO ly hon. Con gai cua Paddy Conroy da ¢ trong song bac cua han, trong van phong cua han, choi dua
han va cho han mét vo con dau hon ca cha cua a.

Duoc roi Annabelle, tao da xu me may, roi sé den luot may.

Hin bé tay, quay lai, nhin thiy Tony lic ndy mdém miéng van day mau, nam phuc trén san, tay om
ha bg. “Con gi nira?”” Han gan giong, “No61 ra moi thir, va may phai thd day nhe.”

Tony ké cho han nghe, két thuc bang chuyén Annabelle cin din han nén gitr k& va khong phung
phi tién bac bat ky not1 nao.

Bagger nhan xét, “May phai nghe 161 con my do.” Hin bung tay, “Rdi, bon bay, lam viéc nao,
chung ta chang c6 ca ngay ¢ day dau.”

Mot trong nhitng tén thudc ha mé va-ly hin mang theo va 161 ra bon ciy giy bong chay. Han dua
cho ba ga kia. Khi chung bat dau gio cao gay, Tony hoang hét, “Nhung ngai néi néu t6i ké cho ngai
nghe, ngai s& cho tdi song ma, ngai da n6i thé ma.’

Bagger nhun vai, “Dung rdi, sau khi ddm dan em tao xong viéc, thi may van sdng day. Tao 1a
Jerry Bagger, tao gitr 101 [am.”

Khi hian budc ra ngoa1 han nghe tiéng chay nen dau tién 1am giy chan phai cua Tony. Bagger
huyt sdo, khép cira lai, va xuéng dudi nha tim mot ce ca phé nong.



Chuong 61

Sang hom do, thu vién gﬁn nhu ndo loan, ca tdoa nha Jefferson rung dong véi cai tin Norman
Janklow bi 4m hai chi sau cai chét ctia DeHaven khong lau. Khi Caleb dén noi 1am viéc thi canh sat
va FBI dang chit van moi nguoi. Caleb cb ging tra 10i that ngan gon, thAm chi ong cam thiy cing
thang khi hai gi tham tir dua lai chia khoa vao nha DeHaven lan trudc ciing c6 mit & d6. Hai gi c6 vé
giam sat ong that chat. Li€u co ai théy ong mo vao nha ba Jewell? V4 lai con chuyén Reuben da duoc
tha ra ngay lac nay. Liéu ho c6 nghi ngd ludn ca anh y? Ciing khong biét duoc.

Ké dén, 6ng nghi vé quyén sach ctia Beadle ma Annabelle di 1ay trom. Ong mang no theo ngay
hom nay, du viéc d6 khong qua kho nhung Caleb cam thiy cing thang. Bao vé khong kiém tra ti xach
mang vao, chi kiém tra tGi mang ra, va chi c6 khach viéng thim méi phai qua hé thong tia X-quang.
Nhung sy xudt hién ctia ddm canh sat lam ong thiy e ngai, 6ng thd phio nhe nhdm khi cudi cing ciing
hoan thanh xong viéc chit van va cat quyén sach tai ban lam viéc ctia minh.

Khi mot nguoi bao quan sach xuit hién cing vai quyén sach di duoc sita chita dé mang vao
phong sach, 6ng xung phong lam diéu d6 vi day 1a co hdi tuyét voi giup ong dat quyén Beadle 1én gia
sach. Ong gop tat ca sach lai thanh mot chong, roi di vao phong sach. Ong cat nhirng quyén dugc bao
quan trudce r6i sau d6 dén khu Sach Quy Hiém noi cat gitr quyén ctia Beadle. Tuy vy, khi dng nhét
quyén sach 1én ké, ong dé ¥ thay vét bang dinh Annabelle dung dé quan quanh chan da 1am rach mot
goc nho bia khi co6 ta thao ra.

“Hay d4y, may ctr nghi co ta s& can than hon, cho du ¢ ta trdm quyén sach trude tién,” 6ng 1am
bam. Rot cude roi Ong ciing phai mang quyén Beadle vao khu bao quan. Sau d6 ong roi khoi phong
doc, dién vao mau can thiét va nhip dir liéu yéu cau bao quan sach vao may tinh roi di theo dudng
hiam dén toa nha Madison, khong dam nhin lai cin phong noi ¢6 nhitng xilanh khi da giét hai Jonathan
DeHaven. Khi dén noi, 6ng dua quyén sach cho Rachel Jeffries, mot nhan vién bao quan tin tim va
nghiém tuc.

Sau khi n6i vai cau voi ¢ ta vé nhirng tin tirc ndng hdi vira xdy ra, 6ng quay lai phong doc va
ngdi xudng ban. Ong nhin khung canh xung quanh, rong rai, sach dep, noi thich hop dé suy tu, va bay
210 that vang vé vi da c6 hai vu &n mang xay ra.

Ong giat nay minh khi cira phong bat mé va Kevin Philips budc vao, vé hoc hac, mét moi. Hai
nguo1 no1 chuyén mdt lat véi nhau roi Philips ké cho Caleb nghe vé ¥ dinh xin tir chirc ctia minh, “T61
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cam thay cang thang qua, t61 da mat muo1 pound tir hoi Jonathan chét, ro1 sau do xay ra vu gi€t hai
hang x6m cua 6ng ta, va gio 1a cai chét cua Janklow nira, chac chan canh sat phai nghi ngo r61.”

“C¢ 1€ ho dung.”



“Anh nghi chuyén gi dang xay ra thé nay, Caleb? Y 0i, day la thu vién, nhitng chuyén dai loai
nhu vay khong nén xay ra ¢ day ti nao.”

“To1 udc minh biet d€ ma no1 cho anh nghe.”

Sau do Caleb goi cho Milton, dong ta 1ic nao cling bam chat vao cac phuong tién thong tin dai
chiing. Ong ta ké lai rang van con nhiéu nghi van vé cai chét cua Janklow, nhung khong c6 tuong thuat
gi thém. Can nha ma Jewell English dang & do ba ta thué hai ndm trudc, con mbi lién hé giira ho chi 1a
thong qua nhing 1an dén phong doc sach ma thoi. Ba English ciing dang mit tich, chang tim ra duoc
thong tin gi vé 1y lich ctia ba ta ca. R rang ba ta khong don gian ti ndo, va ca Janklow ciing vay.

Pung 14 dang ngac nhién ghé, Caleb nghi bung khi 6ng gac may dién thoai. Mdi 1an cira phong
doc mo, Caleb lai cirng ngudi. Can phong, trude d6 1a mot noi yén binh, tinh lang thi gio giéng nhu
con ac mong dang hoanh hanh Ong chi mudn ra khoi chdn nghet thd ndy. Nghet thd! Lay Chuaa, do6 1a
mot tir khong ‘may man. Ong van phai & 1a1 dé 1am dung trach nhiém cua 6ng, cho du 6ng co6 la nguoi
yéu 6t va thiéu cuong quyét trong moi van dé cudc soéng, nhung ong lai dam mé cong viéc. Tuy vay,
hom nay trong phong doc khong co ai ca. Cling khong c6 gi dang ngac nhién, vi vay, cling tao cho
Caleb c6 co hoi hoan thanh vai nhiém vu. Ong cam thdy doi bung va quyét dinh di ra ngoai an mot cai
banh xang-uych.

“Anh Foxworth phai khong a?” Caleb 1én tiéng chao khi thiy nguoi dan 6ng cao 10n, dién trai di
veé phia ong bén ngoai toa nha Jefterson.

Seagraves git dau, mim cudi. “Vui 1ong goi t6i 1a Bill. Toéi dén gip anh ngay hom nay diy.”
That ra Seagraves da doi Caleb budc ra ngoai.

“T6i tinh di mua mdt cai banh xang-uych, anh cir vao phong doc, thé ndo ciing ¢6 nguoi tiép don
anh thoi.”

“That tinh to1 tur hoi liéu anh c6 mudn xem qua may quyén sach cua t61 khong?”
“Sao co a?”

“B0 suu tap cua to1, hién trong van phong, cach day vai day nha. Toi la nha van dong hanh lang,
chuyén nganh cong nghi¢p dau khi. Do tinh chat cong viéc, to1 dit van phong tai dién Capitol nay.”

“Tat nhién r61.”
“Anh co thot gian ranh chit? Toi cling ¢6 vai cau muon hoi anh.”
“San sang thoi, nhung chac t61 phai ghé ngang mua d6 an vi t61 van chua an trua.”

“Puoc r6i, nhan tién t6i ciing ¢ thé ké cho anh nghe vé viée kiém dinh sach trong nim ngiy cua
hai tic gia Ann Radcliffe va Henry Fielding.”

“Hay qua, sach nao vay?”

“Quyén Tinh Sir Rirng Gia cta nha van Radcliffe va quyén Nhitng cudc phiéu lwu cta Joseph



Andrews.”

“Nhitng tic pham hay day, Bill a. Radcliffe 1a bac thdy vé huyén thoai Go-tich. Nhiéu nguoi ctr
cho réng nhiing tic gia viét truyén kinh di dé cau gét u, co 1€ vi ho chua doc truyén ctia Radcliffe déy.
Truyén ctia ba ta van c6 thé 1am anh s xanh mit. Quyén Joseph Andrews 1a mot tiéu thuyét nhai lai tac
pham Pamela cta nha van Richardson. Fielding da mia mai rang 6ng van luén 1a mot nha tho thuc thy,
cho du danh tiéng ndi nhu con trong cac tic pham van chuong va kich nghé. Nguoi ta ké lai rang vo
kich Tom - ngén tay cdi 1a mot tac pham ndi tleng cua ong, no6 da g1up cho nha van Jonathan Swift
cudi 1an thr hai trong doi ddy.” Caleb bat cudi roi tiép, “Toi chang biét 1an thir nhat thé nao, nhung
cling c6 vai gia thuyét.”

“Hay qua,” Seagraves nhan x¢t trong luc ho di doc trén du’(‘)’ng “Vén dé 1a tay dau nau sach toi
gap ¢ thanh pho Phlladelphla ca cam day 13 quyén xudt ban dau tién, g1ay to cling co ghi r0 rang va
hudng dan cy thé nhung t6i van can ¥ kién cta chuyén gia thém. May quyén nay dau c6 ré gi.”

“To1 hiéu ma, to1 s€ xem xét chiing va néu to1 cling khong c6 cau tra 101 to1 co6 thé gisi thiu cho
anh vai nguo1 khac c6 chuyén moén hon.”

“Anh Shaw nay, to1 that bi€t on anh vé dieu do.”

“Cur goi to1 la Caleb.”

Caleb dung lai mua mot banh xang-uych ¢ ctra hang ban thirc an nhanh trén dai 10 Ddc lap cach
tda nha Madison mot diy nha, r6i cung Seagraves hudng vé khu vin phong ctia hin. N6 ndm & khu
sam uat, nhung ho phai di tir phia hém sau. “Ho dang 1am lai day hanh lang, nhung chiing ta c6 thé di
thang may tir tang him Ién vin phong cta tdi,” Seagraves noi.

Trong ltc di, Seagraves lién thoang vé ké hoach mua sach cii va tao ra mot bd suu tap cho riéng
minh.

“Can phai co thoi gian,” Caleb tran an. “T6i ¢ ¢6 phin trong mot hiéu sach hiém tai khu phd co
Alexandria, bang Virginia. Néu ranh, mo1 anh dén nhé.”

“Tbi s& dén.”

Seagraves dung lai trudec mot canh ctra tai duong hém, mo khoa va moi1 Caleb budce vao trong.
Han dong sap ctura lai va 1én tiéng, “Thang may ngay tai goc kia.”

“Vang. Toi nghi...”

Caleb chang kip ndi 1én diéu ong dang suy nghi, vi 6ng di guc xudng san, bat tinh. Seagraves
dirng phia sau 0ng, tay cam dui cui ma han da dau sau canh cua, han khong no1 doéi, ding la hanh lang
cua toa nha dang dugc tu stra, va toa nha that ra da dugc dong ctra dé chuan bi cho viéc xay dung

trong mot tuan ntra.

Seagraves troi go Caleb roi khiéng 6ng dé vao thung dang md niap phia goc phong trude khi
thdo chiéc nhan deo & ngdn giira ctia Caleb. Han dong sap thung lai roi goi dién thoai. Nam phut sau,



mot chiéc xe tai tro dén, cung vo1 su giap do cua tén tai x€, ca hai nhac bong thung dé vao than xe.
Chung leo 1én xe va chay di.



Chuong 62

Annabelle dén don Stone trude khi binh minh 16 dang, ho cting chay vé huéng nha cta Trent va
dau xe tai mot noi co thé quan sat dugc 10 trinh cua hdn. Chiéc xe hoi Annabelle thué, ho dé lai cho
Reuben dung, thay vao dé ho 1ai chiéc xe tai chd hang chay bang pin ctia 6ng ta dé tién hanh giam sat
vi 1y do n6 thich hop cho mdt ving néng thén nudi ngwa hon chiée xe Chrysler Le Baron ctia c6 ta. Du
sao thi n6 van con dau lai & mot con dudng cau ban cach ho bén traim yard tir luc ho bi bt coc dén
gio. Chiéc xe ma Reuben dang dung c6 ta vira thué tai phi trudng Dulles.

Stone nhin qua 6ng nhom, trdi van con tdi, lanh va am udt, khi may xe nging ciing 13 lac canh
vat trd lai v6i vé tinh mich vén c6. Annabelle ric siu vao 4o choang, trong luc Stone c6 vé tho o vdi
su vat xung quanh. Phai rat 1au ho méi thady mot chiéc xe chay qua, anh dén xe chiéu xuyén qua 1op
swong mi van con chua tan han. Stone va Annabelle phai chui thip xudng ca-bin khi nd chay ngang.
Tay tai xé ngai ngii dang vira nghe dién thoai, nhap ca phé vira doc bao dé ngay trén vo-lang xe. Mot
gio sau, khi binh minh 1én, Stone thinh linh nghiém giong, “Dén roi.” Mot chiéc xe 1ai tir hudng nha
Trent, khi dén chd r&, nd chay cham lai, Stone tranh thu dua 6ng nhom 1én nhin vé hudng tai Xé.

“Do 1a Trent.”
Annabelle nhin xung quanh khu vuc vang vé, “Néu theo dudi hin, hin biét lién day.”
“Chuang ta cling phai thir thoi.”

May thay, vao luc d6 c6 mot chiéc xe khac tror t6i, trén xe 14 mot ba me va ba dra con nhod phia
sau. Trent chay vuot 1én chi€c xe nay.

Stone no6i nhanh, “Pugc rdi day, chiéc xe d6 s& che cho ching ta. Néu hian c6 nhin qua kinh
chi€u hau ciing chi thay ho, nhanh 1én.”

Annabelle 1ap tirc vao sb va bam sat chiéc xe thtr hai. Hai muroi phut sau ho ra dén duong s 7
sau khi dd di qua mot loat duong nhd. Trong luc d6, ciing ¢ vai xe khac xuat hién nhung Annabelle
van c¢b ging bam theo chiéc xe clia ba me tré tinh cd cung di chung tuyén duong v4i Trent. Khi ho ra
duong s6 7, tuyén giao thong chinh vao khu Tyson, Virginia va Washington, D.C, giao thong c6 vé tic
nghén hon & D.C vi d6 la mdt noi1 nguoi ta co thoi quen di 1am sdm va nhitng con duong chinh lac nay
d3 bat dau dong nghit xe ¢ cho du chi méi 5 gio rudi sang.

Giong Stone khan truong, “Dirng mit ddu han.”

“To1 biét ma.” Co ta lai chiéc xe tai diéu ngh¢ qua lan giao thong chat choi, gitr cho xe cua
Trent trong tam ki€ém soat. Tro1 dan sdng cho nén viéc bam duéi cling dé hon.

Stone li€c co ta, “Co c6 vé ranh vi¢c bam dudi nay nhi.”



“Ciing giéng nhu Itic Milton hoi, t6i c6 thé tra 151 rang chi 1a may man thdi. Ong nghi Trent dang
di dau?”

“Chac di lam.”

Bon muoi phat sau, suy doan ctia Stone trd nén chinh xac khi Trent din ho dén dién Capitol. Khi
xe cua han r€ vao khu vyc cam, ho phai ngung chuyén theo doi lai, va nhin theo thanh chan an ninh ty
dong ha xudng, va mdt tay bao v¢ canh gac vay tay cho han vao.

Annabelle thét 18n, “Phai chi tay bao vé ay biét rang hin 1a mot tay gian diép va hung thu giét
ngudi.”

“Chung ta phai chirng minh duoc 13 hin 1am hay khong lam diéu d6. Dé ché cong hoa 1a thé ma.”
“Va 1am cho 6ng udc gi minh dang & ché d6 phat xit chir gi?”

“Khong hé,” Stone thang than.

“Vay gio chung ta lam gi?”

“Do1 va quan sat.”

Tham chi ngay ca trudc ngy 11 thang Chin, viéc theo ddi gin tru so ciing khong d& dang gi néi
gi 1a luc ndy, nhat cir nhit dong déu bi dé y. Annabelle phai lién tuc di chuyén xe tai cho dén lac ho
tim thdy mot chd ddu xe du gin dé nhin thiy xe cta Trent khi chay ra, va du xa dé khong bi dam canh
sat chi y. Hai 1an trong sudt thoi gian d6, Stone phéi ra khoi xe, bing qua dudng mua ca phé va do an.
Ho nghe dai, trao d6i thém chit it vé ban than va vach ké hoach cho nhitng bu¢c hanh dong ké tiép.

Milton goi dén dién thoai ma Stone vira muon cua ngudi ban. Ong ta ching c6 gi dé bao cao do
dam canh sat gan nhu kin tiéng vé moi chuyén, cho nén cudi ciing dam bao chi cir ding tai cing mot
cau chuyén mai. Stone tit dién thoai roi ngéi fura vao ghé, nhép mot ngum ca phé va nhin c6 ban. “T61
hoi ngac nhién khi khéng thiy c6 phan nan vé cong viéc chan chuong ndy. Viée theo ddi chang khoe ti
nao.”

“K¢ kién nhan 1a ké khon ngoan.”
Stone nhin quanh va bao, “T61 nghi Trent s€ lam viéc ca ngay, nhung cling khong chac lam.”
“The con Thu vién Qudc hdi c6 gan day khong?”

Stone chi tay phia trudc, “Pi vé hudng d6, thém mét diy phd nita 1 tda nha Jefferson, noi
Caleb dang lam viéc. T61 khong biét anh ta ra sao ro1, hom nay ¢ day chac c6 nhiéu canh sat 1am.”

“Sao 6ng khong goi cho 6ng ay?” ¢o ta dé nghi.

Stone gid dién thoai goi cho Caleb nhung 6ng ta khong tra 15, 6ng lién goi dén phong doc, tiéng
mot ngud1 phu nit vang 1€n. Stone n61 mudn gap Caleb.



“Anh ay ra ngoai mot lat dé mua do6 an trua roi a.”

“Anh ay c6 noi khi ndo quay lai?”

Ngudi phu nit hoi van lai, “Téi ¢6 thé duoc biét vi chuyén gi duoc khong?”
Stone ngét dién thoai va ngéi dua vao ghé.

“C6 chuyén gi a?” Annabelle hoi.

“T6i khong nghi thé, Caleb vira ra ngoai mua do an trua.”

Ngay luc do, dién thoai cua Stone reo, 6ng nhan ra s Caleb trén man hinh, ong dua dién thoai
ngang tai va hoi, “Nay Caleb, anh dang ¢ dau day?”

Stone im bat. Mgt phut sau, 6ng dat di dong xuéng.
“Chuyén gi vay?” Annabelle hap tap, “Caleb noi gi?”
“Do khong phai Caleb, c6 nguoi dang gitr Caleb.”
“Car gi?”

“Anh ta bi bét coc.”

“Trdi o1, chung mubn gi? Sao lai goi 6ng?”

“Chuang c6 sb tir Milton, chiing mudn gip dé ban chuyén. Néu bao canh sat, giét anh ta lién.”
“y chung la mudn gap va ban viéc thé nao.”

“Chiing mudn ¢o, t6i, Milton va Reuben ciing dén?”
“Pé giét hét chiing ta 4?”

“Pung thé, nhung néu khong di, ching giét Caleb.”
“Lam sao biét 1iéu 6ng ta c6 chét hay chwa?”

“Chang bao 10 gid tdi nay s& goi va dua anh ta ndi chuyén véi ching ta, lic d6 ciing 1a luc bao
tho1 gian va dia diém.”

Annabelle bam chat tay vao vo-lang xe, “Vay gio ching ta 1am gi?”
Stone nhin cham cham vao tru sé Quéc ho1 va buong 101, “Co c6 choi xi-phé khong?”
Co6 nghiém mat, “T61 khong thich co bac.”

“Caleb 1a con at chil bai ctia chiing, nén chiing ta ciing phai tim ra mot con twong tu hay hon thé
dé ngang co chung, va to1 bi€t phai tim & dau ro1.” Tuy vay, Stone biét ké hoach nay s€ day tinh ban
cua ong vao mdt cudc kiém tra cao nhat, nhung 6ng khong con lya chon khac, 6ng bam s6 minh da



thudc long.
“Alex a, Oliver ddy. Toi rat can anh hd trg.”
Alex Ford ngdi thang nguoi trong ghé tai vin phong cong vu mét ctia Washington.
“Chuyén gi xay ra vay Oliver?”
“Chuyén dai 1am nhung anh can nghe hét.”
Khi Stone no1 xong, Ford ngéi fura vao ghé va thd ra,
“Khén kiép.”
“Anh gitip chiing t61 dugce chr?”
“Tbi s& cb gang.”
“T6i da 1én ké hoach.”

“Tbi cling nghi vy, nhung chiing ta chang c6 nhiéu thoi gian dau.”

Albert Trent roi tru sé chiéu hom dé va 1ai xe theo tuyén dudng sé 7, r& vao con duong nho
quen thudc vé nha. Hin chay cham lai truéc khi dén khac queo cudi cung trén duong. Mot xe tai nho
da chay léch ra khoi duong va dam sam vao thi gi do, xe ctru thuong va xe tai co dung dang dau ¢ do
cung xe canh sat. Mot tay canh sat dung giita dudng, Trent than trong 1ai xe vé phia trudc cho dén khi
tay canh sat budc ra va gio tay ra hiéu cho hin nging lai. Trent ha kinh xe xudng va tay canh sat ci
Vao.

“Thua Ong, toi phai yéu ciu 6ng quay lai vi dd co su cb xay ra, chiéc xe tai kia da chéch tay 1ai
va dam vao mdt hé¢ thong diéu khién khi gas thién nhién bén duong, 1am cho thoat khi ra ngoai. Ciing
may man la 6ng ta khong 1am cho minh, chi€c xe va khu vyc xung quanh n6 tung day.”

“Nhung t6i song ngay khuc r& kia thoi, ma nha toi cling khong co gas gi dau.”
“Vay thi vui 10ng cho t6i xem gidy to tity than c6 dia chi cua 6ng.”

Trent tho tay vao tai 40 va dua cho tay canh sat bang l4i xe cta hin, tay canh sat kiém tra bang
den pin sau do gui lai cho han. “DPugc ro1, thua 6ng Trent.”

“Ho s€ stra trong bao lau nita?”



“Cau tra 161 danh cho cong ty khi d6t. A, mot diéu nira.”
Tay canh sat vuon tay vao trong ca-bin va xit thtr gi d6 vao mat Trent tir binh xit nho, thé 13 han
nga nguoi vao ghe, lim di.

Ngay lap tirc, Stone, Reuben va Milton tir xe ctru thwong budc xudng. Voi su giup dd cia tay
canh sat, Reuben nhic béng Trent tir xe ctia hin vao mot chiéc xe khac vira troy t6i, Annabelle 1a nguoi
cam 1ai. Alex Ford ciing ra khoi xe ctru thuong va dua cho Stone chiéc ba 16 vai da, “Anh c6 can toi
chi lai cho cach str dung khong?”

Stone lac dau, “T61 bi€t ma, to1 bi€t day la mot viéc kho khan cho anh, cam on da giap t61. Néu
khong c6 anh, t61 cling khong biét s€ nho ai.”

“Oliver, chiing ta s& dua Caleb vé. Néu ddy 1 bon gian diép ma moi ngudi van dang ban tan va
cac anh c6 thé pha tan thi cac anh xtng dang nhin huy chuong ddy. Khi anh c6 thé goi dién, béo cho
chiing t6i biét tinh hinh cu thé nhé. Toi ¢ nhiéu t6 chitc c6 thé hd tro, va t6i c¢6 thé cho anh biét rang,
anh khong can tim ngudi ty nguyén dau vi nhiéu ngudi nhu toi ghét nhitng ké doi bai kia 1am.”

Stone leo vao xe cung nhitng ngud1 ban ctia minh.
“Bay gid chiing ta c6 thé bat dau cudc choi r6i,” Annabelle cét tiéng,

“Chiing ta c6 thé choi,” Stone khang dinh.
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Cu dién thoai goi dén ding 10 gid dém, Stone va ca nhom dang ngdi ty tip trong mot phong
khach san dudi pho. Qua dién thoai, gd dan 6ng bat dau miéu ta thoi gian va dia diém cu thé nhung
Stone cat 101 han.

“Bon tao khong tinh 1am diéu d6, bon tao dang nim giit Albert Trent va néu may mudn, ching ta
co thé trao doi theo yéu cau cua bon tao.”

Giong ndi cat 1én, “Khong thé duogc.”

“DPugc thoi, vay thi tao s€ giao tén nay cho CIA dé ho ‘tu diéu tra’ ra sy that, bao gém ca danh
tinh dong bon, va tao tin rang Trent chang chiu dugc lau dau. May s€ chang co6 thoi gian d€ dong hanh
1y thi FBI da tom gon may r61.”

(Ga dan 6ng gay gat, “May muon ban may chét a?”
“Tao dang no1 vé chuyén lam sao ca hai nguoi ¢é thé song, ma may lai tranh di tu nira.”
“Lam sao tao biét li€u co6 phai 1a cai bay?”

“Lam sao tao biét liéu khi xuat hién may s& ni mot phat dan vao nguoi tao? Ching ta phai biét
tin twdng lan nhau, thé thoi.”

Han ngirng kha 1au roi hoéi, “O dau?”
Stone noi cho han biét thoi gian va dia diém.
“May co6 biét ngay mai ¢ do s€ thé nao khong?”

“P6 1a 1y do tao chon, va mot diéu nita, néu may dung dén Caleb, tao s& chinh tay giét may.”
Stone ngung dién thoai, quay sang nhirng nguo1 khac. Milton nhin c6 vé s¢ sét nhung quyét tam,
Reuben dang xem x€t nhitng thir bén trong chiéc ba 16 da Alex Ford dua cho ho, Annabelle thi dang
nhin 6ng.

Stone dén gan Reuben, “N¢ thé nio?”

Ong ta gio cao hai 6ng tiém va hai lo nudc, “Toan nhitng thir ddng ngac nhién khong day, ching
coO nghi ra chuyén gi ké tiép khong?”

Stone budc vao phong giira noi tén Albert dang nam bat tinh, bi troi vao giudng. Stone nhin han,
nén khong cho han mot dam dé ha gian. Mgt phuat sau, 6ng quay lai vo1 moi ngudi, “Ngay mai s€ 1a
mot ngay dai cho nén ching ta phai chop mat chit, chung ta chia ra hai ca canh gitt Trent, t61 s€ canh



ca dau.”

Milton 14p tirc cudn tron trén s6-pha con Reuben nim ¢ giuwdng trong phong, ¢4 hai nhanh chong
chim vao gidc nga. Stone quay lai phong canh, ngéi Xuéng ghé canh Trent va nhin chdm cham vao se‘m
nha. Ong giat minh khi thiy Annabelle cling keo ghé ngdi xubng bén canh va dua tan tay ong mot cdc
ca phe do co ta tu mlnh pha Cb ta vin mic quin jeans va 4o lanh, nhung dé chan tran. C6 ta thu chan
1én ghé khi vira ngdi xudng.

Ong cam on c6 ta vi coc ca phé va noi thém, “Co cling phai ngua mot chut day.”

“T6i ciing thirc khuya 1dm,” r6i ¢d ta quay qua nhin gd Trent, “VAy ngdy mai ta s& c6 loi thé hon
phai khong?”

“So khong,” Stone tra 101, “Van luon la s6 khong cho dén luc ¢6 1am moi cach dé danh bai con
s0 do, nhung ma ciing c6 nhitng lic nd hoan toan mat kiém soat.”

“Ong rt ra tir kinh nghiém ctia minh sa0?”
“Thé c6 c6 thé nhin xét bang cach nao day?”
“Tir chuyén nham, giéng nhu nhitng ké khac, chi c¢6 ong 1a khong?”

Ong nhap ngum ca phé 16i tiép chuyén, “Alex Ford 1a mot ngudi tot, toi ting ra tran véi anh ta
va luén mubn diéu d6. Ching toi hop v&i nhau vé chuyén nay.”

“T61 mudn giét tén stic sinh ndy,” Annabelle gian dir nhin gi Trent dang bat tinh.

Stone gat dau va nhin han, “Han nhin giéng mot con chudt, mot nguwoi chi biét viée vin phong,
gidng nhu cach hin t6 vé véi moi nguoi. Hin khong ddam 1am hai dén mot con rudi. Han chi sai khién
ngudi ta 1am viéc cho han, hin khong truc tiép 1am va tay khong vay ban. Vi nhitng ngudi nhu hén,
qubc gia cua ching ta 1am nguy.”

“Chi vi tién thoi u?”

“Co ké thi ndi vi 1y do nay 1y do no - theo chu nghia 1y twdng, sy phn khich - nhung that su
cling chi vi tién.”

Cb ta nhin 6ng to mo, “VAy chic 6ng ciing biét nhitng tay phan boi khac phai khong?”
Ong liéc ¢6 ta, “Sao ¢6 c6 vé hing tha miy van dé nay nhi?”

“Vi t6i thiy ong dang quan tdm.” Khi 6ng im lang, ¢6 ta lai quay tré lai dé tai ltic ndy, “Chung ta
dang no1 ve nhitng ké phan boi khac phai khong?”

Ong nhun vai, “T6i biét nhiéu vé ching hon 14 quan tAm dén ching, nhung ma ciing khong 1au
dau.” Ong dig day va di ve phia ctra s6, “T61 chi gap ching vai giay trudge khi chung chét ma thoi,”
ong nd1 thém trong ho1i tho.

“Do cling 1a v1 tri cua ong u? Tay sat nhan cua nhitng ké phan boi nuéc My?” Vai cua Stone



duong nhu cung lai, va Annabelle lap tirc chira 101, “To61 xin 16i John, dang 1y t61 khong nén noi ra
diéu do.”

Ong quay sang nhin co ta, “T6i nghi minh quén n6i cho ¢6 nghe rang John Carr da chét, sao co
khong goi t01 1a Oliver tir bay gio nhi?”” Ong ngo1 tua lung ma khong nhin Annabelle, “To1 nghi da dén
luc c6 phat di ngn.”

Khi ¢ ta ding 18n, Stone van con ngdi ngay trén ghé, ¢ vé nhu dang nhin Trent chim chim
nhung Annabelle khong nghi 6ng dang lam diéu do. Suy nghi cua Ong co6 1€ dang tré1 dat vé qua khir,
vé cach lam sao giét nhirng ké xau nhanh nhat.

Céch d6 khong xa, Roger Seagraves dang chi tri cudc hop vai nhom ctia hin, cd dodn ra nhét cir
nhit dong bén nhom cua Oliver. Han khong quay lai nha minh vi hin nghi ngd Trent s& gip chuyén.
Hén va tay déng bon da 1ap ra mot ké hoach sao cho nguo1 nay s€ goi1 cho nguoi kia vao mot thoi gian
¢ dinh mdi t6i néu moi thir binh thudng. Han da khong nhan duogc ct dién thoai nhu vay. Viéc Trent
bi bit coc 1am cho su viée thém phtrc tap nhung cling khong sai v61 dy dinh cua hén. Hén cho réng
Oliver Stone va dong bon dd bao cho chinh quyén va hin can phai tim ra vai cach phong hd trong
truong hop ctru Trent, néu nhu Trent van con sdng. Tuy vdy, thay vi lo s¢ cho ngdy mai, Seagraves lai
mong chd nd. Hin d3 quen nhitng chuyén nhu vay, va chi c6 ké khon ngoan nhét s& ton tai. Han chic
chin hin 13 ngudi d6, va 18 di nhién Oliver Stone va dong bon ctia ong sé& 1én thién duong,
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Ngay méi dén that trong tréo va am ap. Stone va nhiing ngudi ban cua 6ng roi khach san, khiéng
Trent trong mdt cai ruong 16n 61 bo vao xe tai. Trén xe, Stone cli ngudi vé phia Trent va cho hin mot
miii tiém vao canh tay. Ong doi gan muoi phuat r6i lai tiém vao tay kia ctia Trent mot mii khic. Mot
phat sau, hin bat dau chép chép mat, khi hoan hon, Trent hét hoang nhin xung quanh va ¢ ngdi day.

Stone day tay vao nguc han, tay con lai rit con dao mang theo bén minh ra. Ong gio dao ra ngay
trudc khuon médt bién sac vi s¢ cua Trent, 6ng luon dao qua 16p quan 4o han.

Trent ldp bap, “Ong lam gi vay? T6i 1 nhan vién lién bang ddy. Ong s& bi di ti néu 1am vay.”

“Chuyén d6 hing tinh sau 6ng Trent a. Chung t61 biét tit ca moi thtr, néu ong lam trd gi ngd ngan
thi ching t61 s€ mang ong ra lam nguoi trao d6i v6i Caleb Shaw, mot chuyén dé dang. Nhung néu
khong hop tac, toi s& tu tay giét 6ng, hay mudn danh quing doi con lai trong ti nhi?”

“To1 khong hiéu...”

Stone lai gio dao 1én. “T6i khong goi d6 1a su hop tac. Ching t6i tim ra sach, mit mi va bang
chirng ma ong tim cach sat hai Bradley, Jonathan DeHaven va ca Cornelius Behan. T61 va ¢6 ta cling
suyt dugc tham gia vao ké hoach d6, nhung chiing t6i chwa cho phép minh di voi.” Ong hat ham vé
phia Annabelle.

Co ta mim cuoi, tiép 101, “Neéu 6ng c6 y dinh ha guc nhitng ai trong nha minh, bat ho, ro1 giét ho
thi 6ng lam on dirng dung ¢ cho c6 phan chi€u trong gwong nhé. Néu 6ng chong lai t61, t61 s€ xoc dao
vao cO Ong va x¢ ong ra lam hai, r61 quang 6ng & cai noi goi la bai rac day.”

Stone thao cong tay va chan cho han, “Bay gid ching t6i s& tién hanh mot doi mot day, khi t6i co
Caleb, Ong s¢€ tu do.”

“Lam sao t6i chac diéu d6?”
“Ciing nhu diéu c6 thé xay ra cho Caleb, 6ng phai ¢ niém tin chtr. Gio thi dting day nao.”

Trent dtng trén d6i chan run rdy, va nhin nhitng ngudi ding vAy quanh minh, “Chi ¢ cac 6ng
biét hay cac 6ng da goi canh sat?”

“Cam mi¢ng lai,” Stone ran giong, “To61 hy vong 6ng da c6 hod chiéu gia va vé mady bay san sang
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roi.
Reuben mo ctra xe va tat ca cung budc ra, Trent dung gitra.

“Oi lay Chua,” Trent thot 1én, “Chuyén gi dang xdy ra thé nay?” Han dang dimg trudc mot bién



nguoi.
Stone thdt 1én, “Ong khong doc béo a, hém nay 1a ngay hdi sach toan qudc tai Quang trudng
Quoc gia.”

“Va diéu hanh chdng lai d6i nghéo,” Milton thém vao.

“Téng cong hai trdm nghin ngu61,” Reuben phu hoa theo, “Qua la mit ngay that tuyét tai thu do,
vira doc sach vura chong lai do61 ngheo.” Poan 6ng thuc vao hong cua Trent, “Di1 tho1 nao, ching ta
khong thé tré dugce.”

Quang truong Qudc gia rong gan hai dam giap Pai tuong niém Lincoln vé phia tiy va Tru so
Quoc hoi vé phia dong va dugc bao quanh boi hang loat bao tang rong 16n va Toa nha Chinh phu uy
nghiém.

L& hoi sach Qudc gia, 1€ hoi hang nim c6 t6i hon mot tram nghin ngudi tham dy. Bén trong
quang truong 13 nhitng chiéc 1éu dung sin va ghi 15 tirng khu nhu Tiéu thuyét, Lich str, Truyén tranh

Thiéu nhi, Truyén Mao hiém, va Tho van. Trong tirng 1éu, dam dong dung xung quanh nha van, nha
minh hoa ké chuyén, ling nghe ho thuyét minh vé cau chuyén hay xin chit ky.

Trén dai 16 Hién phap, doan diéu hanh di sin sang v&i dich dén 13 Tru s& Quoc hoi, sau do
nhifng nguo1 nay s€ quay vé tham gia hoi chg sach; Hoi chg sach m¢ ctra cho tat cd moi nguoi tham
du va hoan toan mién phi.

Stone d3 can than 1én chi tiét cho ké hoach trao ddi nay vai su giap do cua Alex Ford. Dia diém
trao d6i s& dién ra tai 1au dai Smithsonian trén duong Jefferson. Véi hang nghin ngudi tu tap tai do,
kho c6 thé chon mot diém ban c¢d dinh nao, cho du trong khoang cach gin. Trong ba 16, Stone c¢6 mang
theo mot dung cu cho phép 6ng hoan thanh nhiém vu ngay lap tirc, vi khi dam bao dugc sy tu do cua
Caleb, ong khong du dinh s& cho Albert Trent va dam dong bon gian diép cua hin tron thoat.

Reuben néi, “Phia trén ay, dung 2 gio, gan ngay chd dé xe dap day.”

Stone gat dau, ong nhin thay Caleb dang ding tai mot bii co, dugc bao phi mot nira bdi mot
hang dau cao ngang hong, phia sau 1a voi phun nudc duge diéu khic tinh vi. Phia sau Caleb 13 hai tén
mic 4o trum dau va deo mat kinh ram. Stone biét chic bon chung c6 vii khi, nhung c6 may tay ban tia
lién bang hd tro 6ng dang cb dinh dau d6 trén néc 1au dai, va nhim thang stng vé phia bon bat coc.
Tuy nhién ho chi nd dan khi can thiét, va ca Alex Ford ciing & gan d6 san sang chi vién cho 6ng. Stone
nhin Caleb, cd 1am ong ta chd ¥, nhung xung quanh c6 nhiéu nguoi nén didu do that kho, chua ké
Caleb trong c6 vé hoang hét, du diéu d6 khong co gi la. Stone con phat giac ra ca mot diéu gi d6 trong
anh mat 6ng ban minh, 6ng khong thich diéu dé vi né 1a: su vo vong.

Thinh linh ong thiy gi d6 quanh c6 Caleb, 6ng thdt 1én, “Lay Chua, anh c thdy gi khong
Reuben?”
Ngudi ban to 16n ciing cim phin khong kém, “MAy thing ché chét!”

'9,

Stone quay qua Milton va Annabelle dang theo sau, “Quay lai ngay!



“Sao vay?” Annabelle thét 1én.
“Nhung Oliver,” Milton phan d6i.
“Lam theo 101 t01,” Stone nat.

Ca hai nging lai. Annabelle tirc t6i khi nghe Stone ra 1énh, con Milton thi khong hiéu chuyén gi
dang xay ra. Reuben, Stone, va Trent cur di tiép cho dén khi ho ddi mit vgi Caleb va bon bit coc.
Caleb rén ri xen 14n vao tiéng nude chay roc rach ciia tegng dai phia sau, roi chi vao thtr gidng nhu
vong deo co ché. “Oliver 0i?”

“To1 hieu ma Caleb.” Ong chi vao vong co va ra 1énh cho may tén mac 4o trum dau, “Go ra cho
anh ta mau. Ngay bay gio!”

Ca hai tén lac dau, mot t€n gio cao mot cai hdp vaoi hai nat tro1 1€n, “Chi khi bon tao ra khoi day
an toan.”

“Bon may nghi tao s€é cho bon may di ra khoi day ma trai bom chét tiét do van con trén co ban
tao a?”

“Ngay khi ching tao ra khoi day, chiing tao s€ vo hi¢u hoa nd,” mdt tén noi.
“May nghi tao s€ tin may u?”

“Phai nhu vay.”

“Vay miy khong thé di ddu ca, néu may kich hoat, ca ¢am ciing chét chung.”

“Do6 khong phai bom,” van 13 tén dau tién 1én tiéng, hén lai gio hop den lén 1an nita, “Néu tao
nhin nut d6, chat cuc doc du giét mot con voi s€ 1ap tirc duge bom vao nguoi hén, néu tao nhin nat
den, hé thong s& bi vo hiéu va miy c6 thé thdo tung vong co6 ma chit doc khong thoat ra nira. Pung ép
budc tao, con nita, néu tay ban tia ndo nhim vao tao thi theo phan xa tu nhién tao s€ tu dong nhin nat.”
Han dung dua ngodn tay trén cai nut do, mim cudi khoai tra khi thay Stone roi vao tinh hudng kho x.

“May thich 1dm ha, thang cho kia?”” Reuben gio 1én.

G4 van binh tinh nhin thing Stone, “Chiing tao thira biét may s& kiém bon com dén day, sin sang
hot bon tao khi ban may dugc an toan, nén xin 101, bon tao cling phai phong ngua.”

Stone noi, “Thé diéu gi s& khién ching may khong kich hoat cai nut kia khi chiing may di mat ha.
Dung cho tao bi€t ciu tra 101 la niém tin nira nhe, tao thay budén ndn qua.”

“Tao duogc 1énh khong giét han trir phi tao khong c6 dudng thoat, néu may cho ching tao con
duong thoat, han s€ song.”

“Chang may phai dén diém nao trudce khi hity 1énh kich hoat chat doc ha?”

“Khong xa day 14m dau, trong ba phut bon tao sé bién di, nhung néu tao doi qua lau, tao sé nhin



nut do lién.”

Stone nhin Caleb, rdi nhin ong ban Reuben dang phat khung, roi lai quay ra Caleb, “Caleb, anh
phai nghe t61, chiing ta phai tin trdng chiing.”

“O1, Trot, Oliver, xin hdy ctru t61,” Caleb nhin ¢6 vé nhu chang tin ai.

“To1 s€ cuu anh, Caleb.” Trong con tuyét vong, Stone hoi, “Co bao nhiéu mii tieém da tAm thude
trong cai thir 4o vay?”

(Ga dan ong co6 ve canh giac, “Chuyén gi?”
“Tao hoi ¢6 bao nhiéu?”
“Hai, mo0t cai bén trai, mot cai bén phai.”

Stone quay sang dua ba 16 cho Reuben va thi thim, “Néu chung ta chét, chung ta phai chét co
ich.”

Reuben nhan ba 16 va gat d4u, khudn mit van tai xanh, du thai do cua ong ta hoan toan binh tinh.

Stone quay lai chd miy gi dan ong va chia tay trai ra, “Tao s& dé tay trai cta minh ngay day dé
mili tiém bén trdi s€ dam thang vao tao thay vi anh ta.”

Ga dan ong hoan toan bat ngo, “Nhung nhu vy may sé& chét.”

“Pung thé, ca hai clng chét.”

Caleb nging run ray va nhin thing vao Stone, “Oliver, anh dirng 1am véy.”
“Anh im di, Caleb.” Stone nhin gi dan 6ng, “Noi tao biét tao s& dé tay & dau.”
“Tao khong biét liéu diéu nay...”

“No1 mau,” Stone la 16n.

Ga 1ap ttrc chi tay vao mot diém va Stone 1ap tirc chén tay cta minh vao khoang trong, bay gid
da Ong dung vao da thit cuia Caleb.

“Dugc ro1,” Stone hai long, “Khi nao tao biét nd da bi vo hi¢u?”

“Khi dén dé ngay phia d6 chuyén mau xanh,” gi tra 101, chi tay vao mdt cham tron do thAm ngay
trén vong co, “Ro1 may cd thé thao moc ra, vong s€ roi xuong, nhung néu may ¢6 y muon thao trudce
do, no s€ tu kich hoat.”

“Hiéu,” 6ng nhin Trent, “Bay gio chiing may bién ngay di.”

Albert Trent ving thoat khoi vong kim kep ctia Reuben va di vé phia nhiing tén mic 4o trum
dau. Khi chiing dom budc di, Trent quay lai va cuoi toe, “Xin tir biét!”



Stone nhin cham cham vao mat cua Caleb, ong lién tuc nd1 nhé dong vién ban cua minh, du cho
nhiéu nguoi hi€u ky bat dau vay quanh truédc mot canh tuong ky la, tay mot nguoi ludn dudi cd 4o mot
nguoi khac.

“Caleb, thé sau vao, ching khong giét dugc chung ta dau, khong thé duoc, thd siu vao.” Ong
nhin dong ho, sdu muoi gidy di troi qua ké tir lic may tén kia va Trent bién mit vao ddm dong. “Hai
phut nita ching ta s& duoc tir do, ching ta 6n thoi, rat 6n.” Ong lai nhin dong hd, “Con chin muoi gidy
nita, chiing ta gan duoc rdi, cd ging nhé, cung toi nhé, Caleb.”

Caleb bau chit tay ciia Stone, khuon mit d6 gay, hoi thé ngat quing, nhung 6ng ta van ding yén
va mai mo1 thot 1én, “To1 6n thdi, Oliver.”

Mot luc sau, ¢6 nhan vién canh sat di vé hudng ho nhung c6 hai ngudi trong bd dong phuc quét
don rac di nhdy ra chan dudng vién canh sat va bang cach nio d6 néi 6ng ta di hudng khac, ho ciing
thong bao tinh huéng khan cho méy tay ban tia va ho nim xuéng, tiép tuc mai phuc. Trong luc do,
Milton va Annabelle d3 bo 1én dén noi, Reuben ké cho ho nghe chuyén. Khuon mat hoang hét cua
Milton ddm 1& trong ltic Annabelle run riy dua tay che miéng va nhin hai nguoi ban dang dinh chat
vao nhau.

“Ba muoi giay, Caleb a, chung ta sap lam dugc r61.” Lan nay Stone chi nhin cham cham vao
ngon den do trén c6 ao vura dém tirng giay, “ro1 muoi giay nita, ching ta tw do r61.”

Ca Stone va Caleb cung dém nguoc, nhung dén chiang chuyén thanh mau xanh, Caleb do khong
nhin thay nén hoi ngay, “Oliver, anh thao ra dugc chua?”

Pén lugt Stone trd nén cing thang, nhung 6ng khong mubn rut tay ra, ong nham mat lai thém mot
luc, do1 mii tiém dam sau vao da thit. Tiéng Annabelle vong lai, “Oliver, nhin kia.”

Stone m& mit ra, dén di chuyén thinh mau xanh, 6ng goi 16n, “Reuben, giup t0i véi.”

Reuben chom vé phia trudc, ho céi moc khoa va thio vong ra khoi co Caleb. Tay thu thu phu
phuc xudng nén co, trong luc nhirng nguoi khac vay quanh 6ng ta, cudi cung, 6ng ta cling 1ay lai binh
tinh va nam lay tay Stone. Ong ta nghen ngao, “Anh la mdt nguo1 that can dam, Oliver a. Cam on anh
nhiéu 1am.”

Stone nhin nhirng nguoi xung quanh, va tiép tuc tinh hudng mai, chi c6 mot gidy dé hanh dong,
ong la 1on, “Tat ca nam xudng!” Ong nim lay vong ¢b va ném nd qua hang dau, roi tring vao tugng
dai phun nudc phia sau. Hai gidy sau do, chiéc vong phat nd, 1am nhitng ¢t nude va ca nhitng mang
xi-ming bdc cao trong khong khi. Pam dong trong quang truedng hoang hét thio chay. Mot lac sau, khi
mo1 thir léng xuéng, Stone va cac ban cua minh pht bui dirng day, Caleb thdt 18n, “Chta o1, sao anh
biét hay vay?”

“Tro cii rich, bat chung ta & cung nhau, roi diét ca dam. Han bao cho toi biét c6 mii tiém doc
trong vong ¢O vi hin biét qua bom sé& giét chung ta, chir khong phai chit doc do, dai loai thé.” Stone
vo1 léy ba 16 tir Reuben, 16i ra mdt thiét bi ¢6 man hinh. Trén d6, mot chAm d6 dang di chuyén.

“Gid dén luot ching ta,” 6ng tuyén bd.
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“Bon chung dang dén 16i vao tau dién ngdm ctia ga Smithsonian,” Reuben thuat lai khi thdy chdm
do di chuyén trén man hinh Stone dang cam. C4 nhom chay nhanh qua quang truong, chen chic gitra
dong nguoi dong nghit va mdt s6 nhém canh sat.

“P6 ciing 14 1y do chiing ta lya chon dia diém trao doi nay,” Stone tra 10i.
“Nhung tau dién ngam ciing déng cimg,” Milton thic mic, “Lam sao tim duoc ching ¢ d6?”

“Chung ta dang theo ddi ching day thdi. Anh con nhé hoéa cht chung dung dé 1am sang mau
nhirng chir cai trong sach chr?”

“Vay thi sao nao?”” Milton hoi.

Stone tiép, “Toi di tiém vao nguoi gi Trent 6 mot hoa chat dic biét do Alex Ford cung cap, co
thé giri tin hiéu vé hé thong thu phat ndy, han sé& chi duong cho ching ta, sir dung hé théng ndy, ching ta
s& biét han dang & dau gitta hang van ngudi. Alex va ngudi cta anh ta cling c6 thiét bi ndy, va ho s&
tom gon chiing.”

“Mong né hoat dong tot,” Caleb néi trong luc ho khan trwong gitip nhau len 16i di giira rimg
nguoi. Ong dua tay xoa ¢d, “T61 mudn thay bon chiing chét ruc xuong trong tu, khong cé sach dé doc
luén. Bang doi chiang.”

Thinh linh ¢ nhirng tiéng la hét tir ga tau phia dudi.

“Mau lén!” Stone la 16n, va cd nhdm lao xudng thang cudn.

Trong luc Trent va hai tén dong bon dang dung doi chuyén tau ké tiép, hai tay dic vu trong trang
phuc nhan vién bao tri tién dén gan bon ching tir phia sau. Trudc khi cac tay dic vu kip rat sung ra thi
ca hai d3 ngd xubng vi bi ban tir phia sau. Roger trong trang phuc 40 choang nhét khau stng luc giam
thanh vao hai bén hong. Tiéng 6n do cua dam dong d3 1ap di tiéng sting nd, khi nhitng tay dic vu nga
xubng, mau chdy ra, tiéng la hét bat dau, khach bo hanh trong con hoang hét tia ra khap nga. Trude khi
mdt dic vu ngd guc, 6ng ta con kip rat sting ban thang vao dau mot tén gian diép, thé 1a tén d6 ciing do
sup xudng, cuing lac thiét bi diéu khién kip no roi tung tée xudng nén dat.



Poan tiu vé hudng tay vira kip t6i ga, nguoi trén tau ta ra cang lam cho quang canh thém hdn
don.

Trent va tén ddng bon con lai 1gi dung su hoang loan nay nhay 1én toa tiu, Seagraves bam theo
nhung do ddm nguo1 cr dun day han vé phia sau nén han danh leo 1€n toa tau ti€p theo.

Ngay trude khi cira toa tau dong, Stone va nhitng ngudi ban cta minh ¢ ging len 16i giita dong
nguo1 roi cling kip leo 1én tau. Toa tau chat nich, nhung nho vao thiét bi diéu khién Stone c6 thé nhan
biét Trent dang dung rat gin. Ong dao mét vong quanh va cudi cung ciling thiy Trent dtng cudi ddy, ca
tén d@)ng bon véi 4o trum dau nita. VAn dé hién tai 12 g Trent va tén déng bon ¢6 thé nhin théy nhom
ctia Stone bt ctr lac ndo.

Sau do it l1au, Alex Ford va vai dac vu chay dén nhung tau da khoi hanh. Anh hét ddm nhan vién
va ho lao ra khoi ga.

Bén trong toa tau, Stone noi khé, “Reuben, anh ngéi Xuéng, nhanh 1é€n!” Reuben c6 than hinh to
160 cho nén c6 thé 1a ngudi dé bi phat hién nhat. Reuben 1ap tirc day vai cau bé qua mot bén rdi ngdi
phich xubng san. Stone ciing cti thip, mit khong nging liéc vé Trent. Han dang néi chuyén voi tén
d6ng bon va chang hiéu tai sao tay han dé sat 1én tai. V&i tu thé ngdi nhu vay, Stone khong thé thiy
duoc Roger Seagraves dang & toa ké tiép va hin ciing dang nhin thdy 6ng qua tim kinh. Seagraves
cling kha ngac nhién khi thiy Caleb va ban bé ctia 6ng ta van con song. Han dang gio stiing nhim ban
thang vao dau Stone thi tau ting toc trude khi dimg vao ga ké tiép. Ngudi ta x6 day nhau 18n xudng
lam Seagraves bi chéch hudng ban. Sau do, tau lai khai hanh, va nhanh chong tang tbc do. Stone dang
di nhanh giita ddm déng hudng vé Trent. Ong thu sin dao trong tay, diu né dudi tay d0. Ong hinh dung
c6 thé dam thang con dao vao nguc ciia Trent, nhung d6 khong phai 1 ké hoach cua ong, 6ng s& giét
tén déng bon, con Trent, hin phai bi bo tu ruc xuong,

Stone dang gan dén muc tiéu cua minh thi ké hoach ciia 6ng tiéu tan do tau tién nhanh vao trung
tim Metro, dirng lai va ctra bat md. Trung tAm Metro 13 ga sim uAt nhat ctia hé thong tau dién ngam.
Ctra vura bat mo, Trent va tén déng bon lap tirc nhay ra khoi toa tau, ¢ toa sau, Seagraves ciling vay
trong luc Stone va nhitng ngudi khac x6 day dam dong dang dun day nhau tim nhitng toa tiu dén va di
tir nhiéu huéng khac nhau. Stone van lién tuc bam sat Trent va tén dong bon, ong thdy hai nguoi dan
ong trong dong phuc trang hudng vé phia Trent, nhung 6ng lai khong nhin thdy Roger Seagraves rut ra
khoi tai mot thiét bi bang kim loai, dung ring thao céi kep rdi quing vao khoang khong, Mic du hin
quay lung lai nhung chic chin rang tai ctia hin da duoc bit ky.

Stone nhin thiy cai dng hinh chit nhat bay vé phia 6ng va ngay lap tirc doan biét d6 1a cai gi.
Ong vQ1 xoay vong tron va hét 16n cho Reuben va nhirng nguo1 khac nghe, “Cui thap xuong va bit tai



lai!” Vai gidy sau, tiéng nd 16n kém theo anh chdp vang 1én va nhitng ngudi gan xung quanh d6 guc
xuong san, bit tai lai va la thét trong dau don.

Chi c6 Trent va tén dé)ng bon khong b1 anh huéng boi vu n6 do. Chuang da deo thiét bi bao vé 1én
tai, ro1 cung luc quay sang hudng khac dé tranh tia 16e sang cua tiéng nd 1on.

Tai Stone U di cho du ong da up mit xudng san va nhét chit tay 4o khoac vao tai, ong van con
kip ngudc 18n dé nhin thdy giay va chan ngudi ludt ngang trude mat. Khi 6ng guong ding day thi mot
gd to 16n trong luc hoang loan dam sam vao ong, 1am ong ngd phich xudng san. Stone cam thiy tay
minh khong con kiém soat duoc thiét bi theo ddi nita, 6ng danh ngam ngui nhin theo nd trugt ngang
trén san, va rét ngay xudng du’ong ray cua tau dién. Khi toa tau cuoi cung da ro1 khoi ga, ong voi chay
dén phia dudng ray, nhung cai thiét bj Ay da hoan toan nat vun.

Ong quay lai va thdy Reuben dang tin cong tén dong bon to 1on cua tén Trent, Stone chay dén dé
hd tro cho 6ng ban cia minh nhu’ng cO ve ong la nguoi thira vi Reuben cao 16n hon tén do, dang trong
thé kep ngudi han nhic bong han 1én khoi san va nén dau hin vao mot try kim loai, rdi sau d6 quang
hin bay véo vé phia trudc, 1am nhitng ngudi xung quanh hot hoang tranh ra xa. Trong luc Reuben hiing
diing tién vé phia han thi Stone lai vung cti ddm vao chinh ngudi ban cta minh, 1am 6ng ta ngd chong
cho trén san.

“Chuyén quai gi...” Reuben 1am bam thi ngay 1ap tirc vién dan sat qua dau 6ng ta, Stone hanh
dong kip thoi ctru ban ctia minh. Tén kia chdng chan dl’mg day va chuin bi na thém mot phat dan nira
thi bt ha guc boi ba vién dan ghim ngay vao nguc va 1an nay phat sung xuat phat tir hai dic vu lién
bang, dang chay dén theo sau 14 canh sat mic sic phuc.

Stone d& Reuben day va nhin xung quanh tim nhitng ngudi con lai. Annabelle vay vay tay tir mot
goc phia xa, Milton va Caleb dang bén canh c6 nang,

“Trent dau ro1?” Stone goi 16n.

Annabelle lac dau va lam ctr chi nhu moi c6 gang déu vo ich. Stone dao mat xung quanh, vo
vong, ho dd mat dau han.

Thinh linh Caleb la 16n, “Kia kia, dang di 1én phia thang cudn day, d6 1a tén da bat coc toi, gi
Foxworth!”

Milton phu hoa, “Va ca Trent!”

Tat ca nhin len phia trén, Seagraves khi nghe bi danh ctia minh lién quay xudng, mii trim dau
ctia hin chot rét xudng vai, va tit ca moi ngudi déu nhin thay rd hin cliing tén Trent bén canh.

“Me kiép,” Seagraves chiri dong Ién, hin khéo 160 kéo Trent ludn lach qua dam dong, va chay
ra khoi san ga. Trén phé, hdn déy tén Trent vao mot chiéce tic-xi vira troy t6i, dua tai xé dia chi, hin thi
tham vao tai tén Trent, “Toi s& gip anh & d6 sau, t6i d4 chudn bi may bay riéng chd ching ta ra khoi
dat nude va day 1a thr anh can dé di du lich, va ca nhirng thé can cudc méi. Chang ta s€ ddi dién mao
ctia anh sau nhé.” Han nhét goi tai liéu va mot ho chiéu vao tay Trent.



Seagraves dinh dong sap ctra xe tac-xi lai thi dot ngdt dung va noi, “Albert, anh dua cho t61
dong ho cua anh nao?”

“Car gi co?”

Seagraves khong hoi lai, hin giat chiéc dong hd khoi tay Trent rdi dong sap cira, chiée xe chay
di, con anh ban Trent van con nguyén nét mit kinh hii ngoai lai nhin hin qua cira s6 xe. Seagraves du
tinh s& ha Trent lac sau ndy cho nén can c6 thir gi cua tén nay. Hin cam thiy tirc gian vi phai dé lai hét
bo suu tap cua han ¢ can nha riéng, han khong dam quay vé, va hin cling khong vui vi di khong lay
duoc mon gi d6 clia hai tay didc vu hin sat hai tai ga tau dién ngam.

May co thé bat dau bé suru tap moi ma.

Han chay ngang qua duong, vao mdt ngd hém, leo 18n chiéc xe tai dd dau sin, thay doi trang
phuc, ro1 doi nhitng ké san duoi han, 1an nay han khong thé dé vudt mat con moi.
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Stone va nhitng ngudi ban di theo thang cudn ra khoi ga tau dién ngdm cung v6i hang tram nguoi
trong tinh trang lo s¢. Tiéng co1 hu vang khap noi, va canh sat thi phong téa khu vuc xay ra su viéc,
trong luc d6 ho budc ra to1 duong ma khong ro budce ké tiép s€ lam gi.

“Cam on tro1 anh Caleb cua chiing ta van binh yén v6 su,” Milton noi.

“Hién nhién r61,” Reuben vui vé choang vai Caleb, “Chung t61 biét 1am gi néu khong c6 anh dé
choc gheo day?”

“Sao anh bj bat coc vay?” Stone t0 mo.

Caleb nhanh chéng giai thich vé ngudi tu nhan 1a William Foxworth, “Han bao han ¢ sach cho
to1 xem qua, ro1 sau do té1 khong biét gi nira.”

Stone tiép tuc, “VAy la han dung tén Foxworth 4?”

“Vang, t6i thdy ghi nhu thé trén thé thu vién, chic chan hin phai trinh thé cin cudc dé 1am thé

29

“RJ rang d6 khong phai tén that cua han. Nhung cling may ching ta da thiy khuon mit cua han.”
“Gi10 chung ta lam gi day?” Annabelle hoi.

“T6i van khoéng hiéu vé cai loai hoa chit dugc dung trong quyén sach,” Milton 1én tiéng,
“Albert Trent 1am nhan vién cua to chirc tinh bao, hin c6 thong tin mat, chuyén cho ké nao do, nhung
la ai mé1 duge. Sao bon chung lai dung sach trong phong doc noi ba 1ao Jewell English va ca
Norman Janklow c6 thé tim ra, st dung loai kinh dac biét dé viét chung lai?”

Trong ltc moi ngudi van thic méc, Stone goi dién thoai cho Alex Ford, ho van dang tim Trent
nhung Ford khuyén Stone va nhitng ngudi khac nén ngirng cudc truy duoi. “Chang c6 nghia ly gi dé
dan than thém vao nguy hiém ca, anh lam da r61.”

Sau d6 Stone ké lai cho moi ngudi, Caleb Ién tiéng, “Vay chung ta di dau day? Vé nha a?”
Stone lic dau, “Thu vién Quéc hoi1 cling gﬁn day, to1 mudn dén do.”
Caleb thic méc tai sao.

“Béi vi d6 13 noi moi thir bat dau, va lai mudn tim cau tra 101 thi thu vién 1a noi t6t nhat con
gi?”
Caleb gitp cac ban cta minh vao thu vién nhung khong ai vao phong doc dugc do Chu nhat thu



vién khong 1am viéc. Trong luc di doc theo sanh, Stone néi voi cac ban ctia minh, “T6i van khong hiéu
rd vé khoang thoi gian cua cac su kién.” Ong nging lai mot cht, tong hop suy nghi, “Cach day hai
ngay ba Jewell English dén thu vién, chit duoc danh ddu nam trong quyén sach Beadle d6. Vao budi
tdi cting ngay, khi ching ta cam quyén sach trong tay né lai bién mat. Thoi gian rat chat ché day chu.”

Caleb dong tinh, “Chuyén d6 thit dang kinh ngac boi vi hau hét sach trong khu d6 déu hiém co
ngudi muon doc trong vai nam, thim chi vai thap nién. Viéc danh ddu phai duoc thé hién lén ting chit,
roi Jewell s& duoc bao phii muwon quyén sach ndo, roéi nhu anh nhan xét, trong cing ngay dong chit
danh dau lai bién mat.”

Stone ngung di qua di lai, 6ng dya nguoi vao mot try cam thach, “Va lai sao ho biét cai moc
thot g1an nhu vy s& c6 tic dung? Khong ai mudn nhitng chu duoc danh ddu nhu vay ton tai qua 1au
trén gidy phong truong hop canh sat mo tay vao. That vay, néu ching ta hanh dong nhanh h(m, c6 the
chiing ta da giao cho FBI quyén sach trudc khi hoa chat boc hoi, nhu vay rd rang 1a hoa chat phai c6
tac dung gan voi thoi gian ba English budc vao.”

Caleb nhan xét, “T6i ra vao phong sach lién tuc trudc khi Jewell budc vao ma toi dau co thay
ai ngoai trir vai nhan vién, ma cling chang ai ¢ 1au hon muoi hay mudi 1am phat, rd rang thoi gian d6
khong du dé danh diu may chir cai d6. Ma ho ciing chang thé 1am chd nao khac vi ho phai mang sach
vé nha.” Ong thinh linh la to, “Pgi di, néu ¢6 nhan vién nao mang sach vé nha thi t6i ¢ thé kiém tra,
ho phai dién vao miu thong tin gdm bdn phan. Di nio! Phong doc déng cira rdi, nhung t6i co thé kiém
tra tor phong khac.”

Ong dan ho dén phong huéng dan chinh cta thu vién, 6ng ndi chuyén véi ngudi nit nhan vién
lam viéc & d6 mot luc, roi ngdi vao ban may tinh, truy cap vao hé théng va bat dau gd lach cach. Mot
phut sau do khudén mit ctia 6ng co vé thit vong, “Chang c6 quyén Beadles nao dugc mugn cd, ma ca
bbn thang rdi, chang c6 nhan vién muon quyén sach ndo cta thu vién ca.’

Trong luc ho dang dimg d6 thi Rachel Jeffries di ngang qua, ba ta 13 thg bao quan sach ma lan
trudc Caleb da nho hd tro quyén tiéu thuyet Beadle v&i nhitng chit duoc danh dau trude do.

Ba ta chao Caleb, “Chao anh Caleb, t61 khong nghi anh lai dén thu vién vao cudi tudn nhu vay

ca.”
“Chao ba Rachel, toi chi dén tham khao thoi.”

“T6i dang cd gang thuc hién vai 10i yéu cau Vé bao quan sach day. Toi di ngang qua dé gip
d6ng nghiép cung lam chung phan nay voi to1. A, quyen sach Beadle anh nho t01 bao quan that ra vira
duoc bao quan trude d6 rdi méi dé vao phong sach diy.”

“Sao co?” giong Caleb kinh ngac.
“No b1 hong phﬁn bia phia sau, va c6 vai trang bi ro1 ra. Khi to1 nhin vao thong tin cua no, to1
hot ngac nhi€n vi n6 vira méi dugce dua trd lai phong sach tho1 ma. Anh c6 biét tai sao lai bi hong nira

khong?”

“Thé chinh xac n6 d4 duoc mang lai phong sach khi nao?” Caleb hoi do, gia bo khong nghe cau



hoéi trudec.
“Sao vay, chi trudce khi anh dua lai cho t61 mot ngay.”

“Rachel, doi mot chat,” Caleb lai lach cach g6 may tinh va lan nay ong tim xem bao nhi€u
quyén Beadles da dugc giri di bao quan trong thoi gian qua. Cau tra 161 cuia 6ng dugc in ra.

“Ba muoi sau quyén Beadles du’oc bao quan trong vong hai ndm,” 6ng n6i cho cac ban minh
blet Sau do ong kiém tra thong tin vé nhu’ng quyén sach ma Jewell English va Norman Janklow yéu
cau, cung v6i tat ca nhitng quyén sach d3 dén phong bao quan trong sau thang qua. Ong tim dugc két
qua rang Jewell English d4 yéu cau hon bay muoi phan trim sé sach dugc bao quan trong sau thang
qua, va ba ta yéu cau sir dung ngay ding ngdy ching vira duoc bao quan xong. Ong 130 Norman
Janklow ciing c6 yéu cau twong tu.

Ong 1ap tirc ké cho nhitng ngudi ban nghe vé két qua tim kiém ctia minh, “MAy quyén Beadles
nay ton thoi gian bao quan nhi€u lam vi chiing dugc xuat ban theo ki€u ré tién ma.”

Stone, v4i tri 6c nhanh nhay, nhin Rachel Jeffries va hoi, “Ba co thé cho toi biét thuong ai 1a
nguo1 cham sé¢c may quyén cua Beadle nhi?”

“P6 1a Monty Chambers diy.”

Stone va moi nguo1 lap tirc chay nhanh doc hanh lang. Caleb con quay véi lai déng sau, hét 1on,
“Rachel, t61 yéu ba.”

Ba ta l4p tirc d6 mit nhung van vét vat, “Caleb, anh biét roi ddy, t6i da két hon, nhung ching ta
co thé gap nhau lic nao do.”

“Anh biét Chambers séng & dau khong?” Stone hoi Caleb khi moi nguoi chay ra dudng.

Caleb gt dau, “Ciing khong xa chd niy may.” Ho goi hai chiéc tic-xi va phong di. Mudi 1am
phut sau, xe chay cham lai dua hg dén mdt vung dan cu yén tinh v41 nhitng day nha dugc stra chira kha
tot. Phia trudc mo1 can nha 1a mot khoanh san nhé va bo tuwong rao bang sat ren cao hai thudce Anh.

“Tbi thay khu ndy c6 vé quen quen day,” Stone 1én tiéng.
“Khu ndy xung quanh nhd ndo ciing vay hét,” Caleb giai thich.

Ho ra khoi xe, va Caleb dan ho dén mot cin nha vai tuong gach dugce son mau xanh duong, con
cua chdp lai co mau than. Trén ngudng ctra s6 la vai chau hoa.

“Anh d3 dén day roi chir?” Stone hoi va Caleb gat dau dong tinh.
“Monty c6 mot xuéng ¢ nha va lam viéc ty do. To1 cling c6 gid1 thi¢u vai nguot cho Ong ta, ong
ta con gitp t01 bao quan vai quyén, khong thé tin dugc ong ta lai dinh liu dén chuyén nay. Ong ta la tay

bdo quan sach t6t nhat ma thu vién ¢ duoc, trong vai thap nién gén day.”

“MOoi nguoi cO gia cua no, va chi c6 nguoi bao quan md1 ¢6 co hoi chdam soc sach tot dugc,”



Stone nhan xét, can than nhin vé phia trudc can nha. “T61 tw nhu li€u Ong ta co6 long vong dau do, to1
va Reuben s€ go ctra con mo1 nguoi lui hét ra sau nhé.”

Tiéng g6 clra vang 1én nhung khong ai tra 10i. Stone nhin xung quanh, khong cé ai ngoai dudng
chinh ca, “Che cho t61 nhé, Reuben.”

Reuben quay lai, dung tAm lung to bé che khuat Stone. Mot phut sau, 6 khoa bat md. Stone budec
vao trong, tAng chinh ching c6 gi dang néi ca, d6 dac cii ki, nhung khong 18i thoi, hinh treo trén tuong
toan la hinh dugc in lai, ti lanh chira vai mon thirc an nhanh, may rira bat dia tréng rong. Hai phong
ngu phia trén tang cting khong dang dé cha y, ¢0 vai quan tay, 40 so mi, 40 khoac treo trong ti, phia
ngin bén dudi dé bit tit va quan dui. Phong tam chi toan nhirng thir thudng nhat, Stone nhat nhanh vai
thir va xem xét voi vé to mo. Ta thube chira mot s6 thude thudng ding, va d6 dung trong nha tim. Ho
khong tim ra thir gi c6 thé néi ra Chambers da di dau.

Khi ho xudng nha duédi, moi ngudi dang doi & sanh.
Caleb ham he, “Co gi khong?”

Stone tra 151, “Anh néi c6 xudong & dau do a?”
“Tang dudi.”

Ho lai kéo xuong va luc soat khong gian lam viéc cua Chambers, n6 chira tat ca moi thir co6 lién
quan dén nghé dic trung nay va khong con thir gi khac.

“Thé 1a hét,” Reuben thdt 1én.

Tang dudi la mot dang cura di ra ngoai dugce, Stone li€c nhin ra ctra s6, “Nhin ra hém ngang
hong nha va hang loat toa nha phia do1 dién.”

“Vay thi sao?” Reuben buc boi, “chéng 1€ c6 ké phan boi dang tron chay nip dau d6 ¢ ngd hém
nay va dogi vai tay FBI xuat hién sao.”

Stone m¢ ctra budc ra ngoai, nhin l€n nhin xudng con hém. Poan Ong chay xuéng cudi hém, ré
vao goc va bién mat. Khi 0ng quay lai, anh mat 6ng sang ruc.

Reuben nhan xét, “Anh nhé tai sao khung canh & day quen thudc roi a. Anh dén ddy r6i chir?”

“Tat ca chung ta déu tirng dén day, Reuben a.”



Chuwong 67

Stone dan nhitng ngudi ban ctia minh di vong qua mot goc dudng roi di xudng con dudng doc
theo nhitng ddy nha dan ra ngd hém d6i dién nha cia Chambers. Stone dung lai giita khu pho va ra
hiéu cho moi ngud1 ¢ yén dé trong khi 6ng nhin vao thir gi day phia trén toa nha ho dang dung trudce
mat.

“Oi Chua t6i,” Caleb nhin quanh quat va nhdn ra minh dang & dau. “Toi khong nhan ra nd vao
ban ngay.”

“Caleb, bam chudng di,” Stone hudng dan.
Caleb lam theo va nghe giong tram cét 1én, “Vang, ai d6?”

Stone thiic giuc Caleb, “La t61 day, ong Pearl, Caleb Shaw. T6i, o, to1 mudn noi chuyén vo1 Oong
veé cuon Thanh ca.”

“To1 khong mé ctra. Gio mo ctra dugce viét trén bién.”
“Chuyén rat khan cap. Xin 6ng, s€ khong mat nhiéu tho1 gian lam dau.”

Mot khoang thoi gian im ling khé dai roi ho nghe tiéng cira bat mo. Caleb kéo cira mé va tat ca
cuing vao trong. Vincent Pearl xuat hién ngay sau do, ong ta khong mic 4o choang dai nita ma van quan
tdy den, 40 so mi trang va mang cai tap dé mau xanh 14 cay. Ong ta c6 vé ngac nhién khi thdy nhitng
nguoi khac di cing voi Caleb va gian dit n6i, “Lic nay toi rat ban anh Shaw a. Toi khong thé bo do
cong viéc don gian chi vi anh xuat hién khong bao trudc nhu thé nay.”

Stone tién 1én phia trudc, “Alber Trent dau, thua 6ng? O phong sau chang?”

Pearl ha hdc mém nhin 6ng, “Xin 161, 6ng néi ai?”

Stone day Pearl qua mot bén, da vao cira phong sau va budc vao, “Hay & trén tang?”
“Cac anh dang lam céi quai gi vay?” Pearl hét 1én, “T61 s€ goi canh sat.”

Stone lach ngudi qua Pearl dé dén bén thang xoan va ra hiéu cho Reuben theo sau minh. “Coi
chirng, Foxworth ¢6 thé di chung v6i hin ta d6.” Cap doi bién mat ¢ dau cau thang, mot phit sau
nhitng nguoi con lai nghe tiéng la hét va vat 16n. Roi tiéng dong ngirng dot ngdt, Stone va Reuben di
xudng cau thang v4i Albert Trent dang bi troi chit.

Ho quing hin vao ghé va Reuben diing ngay bén canh. Tén nhan vién cua Uy ban Tinh bao bi
danh toi ta, nhung Reuben van gio 1én, “Cho t6i mot 1y do nao d6 dé t6i bé gy co thing nay di.”



Stone quay lai d6i dién véi Pearl, ké ciing giéng nhu Trent, di mat di su diém tinh vén co.

“To1 khong biét cac anh dang lam gi ¢ day,” Pearl vira nd1 vura nhac cai tap dé 1én vai. “Cau
nay la ban t61, va to61 mo1 cau ta dén day.”

“Tén Chambers & dau?” Caleb budt miéng hoi, “Ga ay cling dén vi dugc 6ng moi dung khong?”
“A1 co ch?” Pearl héi lai.
Caleb gian dién nguoi, “Monty Chambers.”

“Han ¢ ngay ddy Caleb 4,” Stone noi. Ong véi tay gidt manh bo rau ctia Pearl. Con tay kia Stone
nam lay dong toc roi bu, nhung Pearl da ngan ong lai.

“Xin hiy dé t6i tw 1am.” Ong ta tir tir thdo bo rau gia rdi dén bo toc gia dé 16 ra cai dau hoi bong
loang.

Stone ndi, “Dé che gidu tung tich thit sy cia minh, dimg dé luoc va dau goi dau trong phong
tam. Nguo1 hoi thi dau can nhitng thtr 46 co chir.”

Pearl ngo1 xudng nang né ro1 so tay vao b toc gia. “To1 giat rau va toc moi ngay ro1 chai ra dé
dd ro1. Pau lam chir, nhung cac ong da thay r61. Phan 16n cudc doi 1a no1 dau.”

Caleb van nhin cham cham vao Vincent Pearl, ngudi hoa ra lai 14 Monty Chambers.
“T6i khong tin ndi, t6i chua bao gid thiy hai nguoi 1a mot.”

“Lép hoa trang rat hiéu qua, Caleb,” Stone noi. “Téc va rau, hai loai kinh khac nhau, thém can
nang, mic quan 4o khac nhau. Tt ca nhirng cai ké trén s& trd thanh mdt con nguoi khac hoan toan. Vi
cong viéc ma anh gap riéng Pearl trong ctra hang nay cling chi ¢6 hai 1an. Va chi vao ban dém nén méi
dé 1am, chir ban ngay thi 6ng ta khong lira duoc hay dén thé dau.”

Caleb gat dau, “Va trong thu vién 6ng ta néi rat it. Khi ong ta cat tiéng thi giong cao va nghe the
thé. Vay vai nao c6 trude,” ong tra hoi, “Vincent Pearl hay 1a Monty Chambers?”’

Pearl mim cuo1 1y nhi, “Monty Chamber 1a té€n that cua t61, con Vincent Pearl chi 1a tén g1a.”
“Sao khong dung mdt cai th6i1?” Stone hoi.

Lic ddu Chambers mién cudng tra 101 cau hoi, nhung cudi cling 6ng ta nhin vai va ndi, “Toi
nghi gid cling khong con gi quan trong nita. Tdi ting 1 dién vién. Téi thich hoa trang thdi con tré. Toi
thich mic quan 4o phuc trang dong vai. Nhung tai ning ctia t6i khong c6 co hoi dé téa sang nhu cac
ong thay day. Toi c6 niém dam mé khac 1a sach. Hoi xua t6i hoc nghé voi mot ngudi bao quan sach
tuyét voi va di dugc truyén nghé. Sau d6 tdi dugc tuyén vao 1am trong thu vién va bat dau mot cong
viée tt. Nhung t61 cling mubn suu tap sach nira ma thu nhap ttr cong viéc ¢ thu vién dau co6 du dé suu
tAm. Tuy nhién véi von kién thirc va kinh nghiém cua minh nén ti trd thinh ngudi moi gidi sach quy.
Nhung ai s& di 1am an voi mot ké bao quan sach khiém tén ¢ thu vién? Di nhién 12 bon nha giau khong
1am rdi, ma toi thi lai nham dén d6i tugng d6. Toi tao ra mdt nhan vat c6 khi chat dé theo dudi muc



tiéu do: Vincent Pearl, rat kich, bi an va khong thé sai lam.”

“Neén cai ctra hang sach chi m¢ vao ban dém dé van lam dugc cong viéc ban ngay,” Stone nd1
thém.

“To1 mua ctra hang sach nay boi vi nd doi dién véi nha to61. Toi co thé hoa trang ro1 budc ra
cura, va sang cura hang sach, t01 tré thanh mot nguo1 khac. Cong viéc troi chay, theo nam thang thi tiéng
tam mo1 giG1 cua to1 ngay cang vang xa.”

“Sao 6ng lai tir nguoi moi gigi thanh gién diép ha?” Caleb hoi, giong ong run ray, “Sao ong lai
tr mOt nguo1 bao quan sach bién thanh ké giét nguo1 ha?”

Trent cit tiéng, “Ding ndi gi hét! Chung n6 khong c6 ching ctr gi dau.”

“Chuang t61 c6 ma s6,” Milton noi.

“Khong, chung may khong co,” Trent cudi mia. “Néu chiing may c6 thi ching may da di bao
canh sat ro1.”

“E,wh f,ws, p,j, e mrt iz Comudntdi doc tiép nita khong?” Milton lich sy hoi.

Tat ca lang nguoi nhin Milton.

Caleb noi, “Milton, sao anh khong n61 vo1 chiing toi tir trudc?”

“T6i khong nghi nd quan trong boi vi ching ta ddu c6 chig ctr trong cuén sach. Nhung toi da
thudc 1ong nhirng chit cai duoc t6 da quang trude khi mau myc bay mat. Ma mot khi t6i da thudc 10ng
cai gi roi i s& khong quén duge.” Ong giai thich ¢ ¥ cho tén Trent nghe. “Du sao di nita, vi tinh cd
t6i nhd hét tat ca cac chir cai, nén nhitng ngudi 6 trach nhiém diéu tra c6 thé tim cach giai mat ma mot
khi toi bao cho ho biét.”

Chambers nhin Trent va nhun vai, “Cha cua Albert va t61 1a ban, ¥ to1 la ban cua Monty
Chambers y. Khi ong ay mat, t01 tr¢ thanh cha d& du ctia Albert, hay it nhat cling 1a thay cuta cau ta.
Chuyén nay xay ra nhleu nam roi. Albert tré vé Washlngton dé hoc cho xong, roi gia nhap CIA. Cau ta
va toi dd n6i chuyén vé thé gidi gian dlep nhiéu ndm r6i. Cho '[0’1 khi cau ta chuyén 1én 1am viéc ¢ dién
Capitol, ching t61 lai cang ban bac nhiéu hon. Lan nay to1 tiét 16 bi mat cho ciu ta hay, nhung cau ta
khong thich sach cho 1am. Mot khiém khuyét vé tinh cach ma khong may toi chua bao gid nghi dén.”

“Gian di€p ha?” Stone nhac.
Trent hét vao mat Chambers, “D06 gia ngu ngoc, cam mi¢ng di.”

“Roi, dén gio ngi r6i, em bé a.” Reuben ddm vao ham tén Trent 1am hin bét tinh. Ong dung
thang nguot lai va khuyén khich ké moi gi61 sach, “Ong ké tiép di.”

Chambers nhin tén Trent ndm bat tinh, “Vang, toi tw hoi minh c6 phai 1a mot 1do gia ngu ngoc
hay khong, Mua dam tham lau, Albert cho to1 biét tién kiém dugc nhu thé nao khi ban nhirng bi mat ma
cau ta goi la rat nho do. Cau ta giai thich cho to1 nghe rang khong phai lam gian diép ma chi giong nhu



tién trinh 1am &n binh thuong vay thoi. Cau ta nod1 ¢ dia vi nhan vién cua uy ban, cau éy da gap mot
ngudi dan ong cé mbi quan hé véi cac co quan tinh bao va nguoi ndy rat himg thd mudn 1am in véi
Trent. Gid m&i phat hién ra nguoi dan 6ng d6 qua nguy hiém, nhung Albert ndi nhiéu nguoi ciing da
ban bi mt qudc gia rdi, ca hai phia. Nguoi ta chi trong doi nhu thé.”

“Va ong da tin a?” Stone hoi.

“Mot phén trong t61 khong mudn. Phin con lai thi thic giuc boi vi suu tap sach 1a mot dam mé
rat ton kém va phai c6 san tién trong tay. Gi¢ t61 md1 rd la minh da sai o1, nhung trude kia t61 chang
thay n6 t€ dén the.”

“Ong c6 k¥ ning bao quan sach quy; ong chuyén vé viéc do nén dugc phép ra vao thu vién,”
Caleb noi.

“Vang. T6i va Albert 1a ban cil, vi thé khong c6 ai nghi ngd viéc cau ta dem sach dén cho t6i, thi
suy cho cung 13 nganh nghé cta t6i ma. Phia trong quyén sach, vai chit cai duoc danh ddu chdm nho
xiu. Ciu ta dua nhirng chit cai ma hoa dé tdi cho vao quyén sach dung hoa chat dic biét. Véi nhitng
cudn sach in trude nam 1500, t6i that sy rat thich nhiing chit cai duoc danh dau ma ngudi nghé nhan
d3 sang tao sudt chiéu dai cta ban in. Di v6i t6i, ching nhur 14 nhitng burc tranh nho xiu hang tram
nam tudi va véi su bao quan dang cach chung vin cé thé ruc rd nhu lac moéi duogc in ra. Bing cach
riéng clia minh, t6i da thir nghiém véi nhiéu vat lidu nhu thé qua nhiéu ndm chi vi so thich théi. Gio
dau con thi truong nao chudng loai sach do nita. That ra khong kho tao hoa chit nhu thé dé nguo1 doc
phai dung loai trong kinh dting mdi nhin ra, ma loai kinh ndy ciing do t6i ché luén. Cung v&i sach ci,
toi rat thich hoa chat va cuong do anh sang. Vi thé t6i thich 1am cong viéc ¢ thu Vién » Ong ta ngung
lai. “A, ma it ra t6i di ting 1am nhu vay, vi bay gio nghe clia t6i coi nhu xong rdi.” Ong ta thd ning
nhoc, “Phia bén kia thi Albert va ngudi cua cau ta sap xép ngudi dén phong doc vai nhu’ng chiéc kinh
dic biét. Toi biét ho dén rat thuong xuyén, khong phai luc chi dén khi co6 tin m3 hoa - dé tranh gay

nghi ngo.”

“Nhitng 6ng gia ba gia dén phong doc sach s& 1am ta khong may may nghi ngd,” Stone ndi thém,
“Ho c6 thé dem bi mat cho vao nhirng con chir khong hop thoi nita dé dua ra nudec ngoai ma ngay ca
NSA v6i1 si€u vi tinh va v¢ tinh cling khong thé nao biét. BPung 1a mot ké hoach hoan hao.”

“T6i s& ndi voi Albert rang quyén nao san sang dé dua vao phong doc, va cdu ta s& dé lai 10i
nhin & trang web nao do6 trén mang internet cho ho - khi ndo vao va hoi muon cudn ndo. Toi s& dua
sach vao budi sang hom ma ho dén. Toi c6 vo van ban sach can phai stra chira nén co thé tu do di lai
trong phong doc sach, khong co van dé gi. Ho vao, chép nhitng chit dugc to da quang ra, roi di vé. Vai
g10 sau, hoa chét ty bién mat chéng cO mot chirng cr nao con sot lai.”

“Va cac ong duogc tra tién cong hau hinh, vé1 so tién chuyén khoan vao tai khoan ¢ ngan hang
nudc ngoai,” Annabelle noi.

“Pai loai nhu thé,” 130 thira nhan.

“Nhung ong da néi rang Vincent Pearl 1a mot thanh cong 16n, sao dng khong danh toan thoi gian
cho nghé moi gi61?” Stone hoi.



“T6i ndi 61 yéu thich cong viée ¢ thu vién. Toi cling cam thdy vui khi ltra dugc moi ngudi. Co
1€ t61 thich 1am ngudi gidi nhat ¢ ca hai thé gigi.”

Caleb 1én tiéng, “Gian diép 1a du t& 1am roi, nhung 6ng lai con lién quan dén giét nguoi. Bob
Bradley, Cornelius Behan, Norman Janklow, c6 1€ 1a Jewell English? Va Jonathan? Ong da giét
Jonathan.”

“Tb6i khong giét bat cir ai trong sd ho ca,” Chambers phan d6i gay git. Lio chi vao Trent, “Hén
ta lam, han va nhirng nguo1 lam an chung.”

“Ong Foxworth,” Stone noi cham rai.
“Nhung tai sao lai 1a Jonathan?” Caleb cay dang hoi, “Tai sao lai 13 ong Ay?”

Chambers cha xat hai tay véi nhau lo 1ang, “Ong ta bat ngd dén phong bao quan sach sau gid
lam viéc vao mot dém no va théy t61 thém d4u hiéu vao mdt cudn sach. Toi chi dang quét hoa chét 1én
cac trang sach. Toi c¢b ging hudng ong ta hiéu khac di nhung khong chic ong ta ¢ tin minh khong.
Ngay 1ap tirc t0i bao cho Albert chuyén xay ra, va diéu ké tiép t6i biét duoc 1a tin Jonathan da chét.
Sau d6 Albert bao vé6i toi rang phong doc 1a cin cir trao doi ctia ching i, ho phai lam cho cai chét
c6 vé ty nhién. Néu chiing t6i mat phong doc, chung tdi s& khong thé 1am an gi nita.”

“Ong biét chuyén xdy ra ma van cir binh chan nhur vai 4?” Caleb budc tdi.
“Chur t61 phai lam sao? To61 ma noéi ra thi to1 s€ phai ¢ tu ryuc xuong.”

“Gi10 thi 6ng s€ ¢ tu ruc xuong,” Stone gan giong. “Cung v4i thang nay,” ong nhin vao Trent nam
mot dong.

MOt giong no1 vang 1é€n, “Hodac 1a khong.”
Tt ca cing quay nguoi lai nhin Roger Seagreaves budc vé phia ho, mdi tay mot khiu stng.
“Ong Foxworth?” Caleb 1én tiéng,

“Cam hong!” Seagreaves thiéu binh tinh. Anh mét han ghim véo thing Trent vira méi cua quiy
hoi tinh.

Khi théy Seagreaves, hén néi, “On Chua, gap dugc anh roi Roger.”

Seagreaves mim cudi, “Nham ngudi r6i Albert,” han nd sung vao nguc Trent. Gi Trent hd hoc
miéng té xudng san nhi. Seagreaves chia sung vao Stone va Reuben, hai nguoi dang dinh ap sat han.
“To1 khong nghi thé dau.” Han dua khau sung kia chia vao Chambers, “Sy phuc vu cuia 6ng dén day la
khong can thiét nira.” Khi Chamber dang tay ra dén vién dan, Stone nhay vao giira Seagreaves va
Chambers.

“Tao dd goi canh sat, ho dang trén dudng dén day. Néu may mudn tron di thi thoi diém nay 1y
tuong nhat ro1.”



“That cam dong; mot théng ma 666 quan tam dén mot théng ma 666 khac u?”
Stone cling nguoi.

Seagreaves lai cuoi, “Vay 1a ding roi. VAy 1a 6ng biét cai luat dau tién cho cong viéc ctia chung
ta: khong bao gio dé lai nhan chirng. Nhung t61 c6 ho1 to mo, sao ong lai thé tham dén d phai lam
vigéc trong nghia trang? That 1a mot ca trugt qua dai do1 voi nhitng ngudi da ting phuc vu dat nude
nhu Ong?”

“That ra tao dang nghi dén viéc thing tién day.”

Seagraves lac dau, “Toi di co thé tranh duoc nhidu phiéttn phtrc l:léu, lac trude t61 giét ong di khi
cO co hoi. To1 da bo 16 mot co hdi 16n. Nhung gio to1 ¢6 du tién mat dé song khoe ro1.”

Annabelle noi, “Néu may tron di dugc.”

“Q, tao s& tron di chi.”

“Tao khong chic 1am,” Stone n6i khi ong tir tir dua tay phai vao tii 4o khoac. “Gid thi Co quan
Mat vu va ca FBI cling tham gia luon.”

“Oa, may lam tao s¢ qua. [t nhat tao cling can vai thi nita cho bo suu tap cua minh,” Seagreaves
noi. “Gilr tay ngay noi do6!” han la 16n va tay Stone dé€ yén, ngon tay da gan cham dén ta1 4o khoac roi.
“Gio tay lén di 1ao gia.”

“Cai gi?” Stone hoi, ¢ vé nhu chang biét gi.
“Gio hai tay cao 1én, ‘666, gio cao 1én dé tao thay hét ca hai ban tay nao! Nhanh 1én!”
Stone gio phat hai ban tay 1én troi.

Seagreaves thd hat ra va loang choang ngi téi trudc. Budng sung, hin c¢b ging rit con dao ra
khoi ¢6 hong. Nhung loai ludi dao Stone vira m&i phong ra khi gio hai tay 1én troi di cit dut dong
mach cta hin. Mau chay ra lénh lang. Seagreaves da thup xudng bang dau gdi, roi tir tir 1dn ngira ra
san nha. Trong khi nhitng nguoi khic hoang so, Stone van binh tinh buéc dén bén canh Seagreaves va
kéo con dao ra.

Ngudi cudi cung dng di giét bang cu phi dao bat ngd ciing gidng nhur ké niy. Tén nay dang bi
giet nhu the nay.

Milton nhin di chd khéc trong khi Caleb mit may xanh nhu tiu 14 va c¢6 vé nhur chan ong ta run
lap cap. Annabelle va Reuben nhin vao xac chét.

Stone nhin xudng cai xac khong chut xot thuong, “Néu may mudn gi€t ai thi giét ngay, dirng co
no1 chuyén véi han.”

Khi Roger Seagreaves nim im lim trong viing miu, ho mdi nghe tiéng coi hy tir xa. “Toi da goi
cho Alex Ford khi t61 nhian ra nha cia Chambers do1 dién véi hi€u sach quy,” Stone giai thich.



“P6 14 1y do t6i lam thé nay, anh biét d6,” Chambers cudi cuing ciing dwa mit ra khoi xac ngudi
chét tén la Seagreaves. “Tat ca danh cho sach, gitr chiing cho doi sau, véi soO tién to1 da tim dugce toi
da mua dugc nhiéu thir hay ho ra phét, that sy nhu vay.” Lio nhin 1én va thay moi nguo1 dang nhin 1dao
khinh bi.

Chambers tur tr dung day, “T61 ¢6 cai nay dé dua cho anh, Caleb.”

Stone nghi ngd theo 130 ta dén bén quay, khi 130 ta chuan bi kéo ngin ti, Stone nam chit tay 3o
ta, ghi lai, “D¢ t61 lam cho.”

Chambers phan ddi, “Do6 dau phai 1a vii khi.”

“Chuing ta s€ cung xem?” Stone 161 ra mdt hgp nho, mo ra va hé mit nhin vao trong, ong dua cho
Caleb xem, d6 1a nguyén tac cua quyén Thdnh ca.

“Cam on Chaa!” Caleb thd phao nhe nhom, roi ngac nhi€n nhin Chambers, “Lam sao ong léy
dugc nd, 6ng dau co chia khoa hay mat ma cua phong sach.”

“Anh nhé 1an trude khi ching ta tinh roi phong sach, tdi gia vo bénh r6i anh mang cho t6i mot
coc nudc tr phong tdm bén dudi? Ngay khi anh ro1 khoi phong, t61 mé ta sat ra. Trude do, té1 da nhin
thay anh m¢& khoa va ca mat ma, do 1a con s6 cua phong doc, to1 1ap tirc 1ay quyén sach ra, va cat vao
tai. Khi anh quay lai v61 coc nuée, anh dong cira phong va ching ta cung roi di.”

Reuben rén ri, “Anh xau qua, sao lai dé hin mot minh trong phong.”

Caleb bdp chat, “Ai ma biét hin s& an cdp cai thir d6 chir.”

Chambers nhin cham chdam vao tay hén, “Do 13 mdt sy thdi thuc minh liét, khi t6i di co no, t6i
cam thiy so va ca phan khich vi t6i von di rat thanh that v6i khach hang ctia minh. Nhung quyén sach
d6, chi can t6i dugc cham tay vao n6 thoi!” Mat han sang 1én mot chut rdi sau d6 lai toi sam, “t nhat
t6i c6 thé co nd trong tay, du chi 1a mot 1at thoi. Toi thic giuc chuyén anh phai danh gia quyén sach vi
t6i muén tranh sy nghi ngd vé phia minh khi ma anh kham pha ra sy mat mat.”

Annabelle nhin vao trong hdp, “La quyén nay u? Ong Ay da giit n6!”
Caleb nghi ngd, “Sao thé, co biét quyén sach a?” dng hoi lai.

“Vang, do la mot cau chuyén dai,” ¢6 ta nhanh chong giai dap.



Chuong 68

Alex Ford va mot nhom linh dic vu dén ngay sau d6 it phat. Kinh ngac thay, Albert Trent van
con song, du bi thwong ning. Tap tai lidu day cop nhét vao tai phan ndo di gitp hin tranh duoc luc
ctia vién dan. Han duoc khiéng vao xe ctru thuong con Chambers ké lai chi tiét cho canh sat nhirng gi
d3 lam. Khi canh sat dan han di, hin con quay véi lai va ndi vai Caleb, “Nhé gitr quyén Thdnh ca can
than nhé!”

Cau tra 101 cta Caleb lam moi nguo1 ngac nhién, nhit 1a chinh ban than ong, “DPo6 chi 1a mot
quyén sach quy quai, Monty hay Vincent hay ong 1a kiéu ngudi gi t6i ciing khong quan tam, nhung toi
muon Jonathan song lai hon 14 ngdi 14t miy trang sach cii xi ndy.” Ong cam quyén sach Thdnh ca roi
ném thang vao hop.

Piéu tra md rong dan chu’ng minh suy lun clia Stone va moi ngudi 1a dung. Bradley bi giét ha1
vi da ép budc Trent phal rdi khoi Uy ban Tinh bao, va diéu d6 dong nghia voi viéc 1am gian doan mdi
quan hé lam an giita han va Seagraves. Behan bi giét vi gi phat giac ra Jonathan bi sat hai do st dung
khi cacbonnic danh cip trong cong ty ctia gi. Tl nhitng chuyén Chambers thuat lai, thi mot s6 nhitng
tay thudoc ha cua Trent, lam viéc tai Cong ty Clru hoa, da 1én vao phong doc, gén may camera vao
khoang thong gid, trong ltc gia vo nhu dang chinh lai miéng 6ng gas & d6. Annabelle va Caleb khong
tim ra dugc chuyén nay vi bon chiing hanh dong vao ngay thir Bay, khi phong doc dong ctra va may
camera khong dugc bat 1én. Tuy vay, ho da tim ra dugc mdt vai manh moi quan trong: dé la cach ba
130 Jewell khéo 160 str dung tay trao mit kinh va d6 ciing 1a phan nao dan dén viéc diéu tra ra sy that.

C6 mot ngudi dan 6ng tinh cd ching kién su viée khi ding gan tang hdm noi cat giit nhitng
xilanh khi Halon, ciing 12 noi DeHaven bi 4m sat, nhung sau d6, gi kém may man nay da bi két lidu
trude khi gd kip ndi v6i nguoi khic vé nhitng chuyén di xay ra. Chambers ciing tir nhan di dot nhap
vao phong sach sau do va thdo may camera di.

Milton trao nhirng chit mat ma cho dai dién NSA, va ho giai ma chung, doan ma dugc tién hanh
dura trén mot cach viét mat mi tir hang thé ky trudc va dé dang bi thao g& boi ki thudt giai ma tinh vi
trén may tinh hién dai, nhung rd rang Seagraves da khéo 1€o cai nhirng tay gian di€p ma khong ai ngo
tdi nhu Monty Chambers, Norman Janklow va ca ba 1do Jewell English. Van ban viét thanh mit ma
hién dai déu dugc dién tir hoa, doi hoi tir khoa gém nhiéu day sb dé bao vé thong tin khéi su tAn cong
6 at va manh m& clia may vi tinh, va rd rang khong thé sao chép lai trong mot quyén sach cil.

Trent d3 dan hoi phuc vét thuong va dang ban ron phdn bua, nhat 1a khi hin biét chinh pht co
thé ap dung hinh phat cao nhat d6i voi han 13 ttr hinh, trong d6 théng tin ¢6 1ién quan 1a Seagraves cam
dau to chirc gian diép. Va khi biét chuyén c6 lién quan dén Seagraves, FBI da mo rong diéu tra dén tat
ca nhitng ngudi c6 moi quan hé cho du 13 khong than thiét voi hin, viéc bat b sé khong tranh khoi.

FBI ciing luc soat nha cua Seagraves va tim thiy “bd suu tip” ctia han. Tuy ban dau ho khong



biét nhitng thtr d6 dé trong phong c6 ¥ nghia gi, nhung cudi cting ho phat gidc ra rang viéc d6 khong
don gian ti nao, vi nhi€u thr c6 lién quan dén cac nan nhan da b1 Seagraves sat hai khi han tirng 1am
cho CIA.

Cudi cung Stone ciing c6 cudc gip g voi Ford, thanh vién FBI va ca hai tay tham tir ctia D.C da
cham tran vo1 Caleb ¢ thu vién. Mot tay FBI n61, “Ching t61 biét dén su tdn tal cua mot t6 chirc glan
diép ngay trong thanh phé niy, nhung ching t6i khong tim dugc céch truy ra ngon ngudn ctia chiing, va
cang khong thé ngo Thu vién Qubc héi lai ¢6 dinh liu.”

Stone tu hao, “Chuing t61 c6 mdt con at chu bai ma cac anh khong c6.”

Tay dac vu ngac nhién, “D¢ la gi?”

Alex Ford d& 101, “Mot nguoi thu thu dﬁy kinh nghiém tén la Caleb Shaw.”

Tay tham tir D.C nheo mit vui vé, “Ptng rdi, anh Shaw? Anh ta c6 vé hoi cing thang.”

Stone tiép, “Noi thing ra 1a viéc thiéu tu tin c4 nhin cia anh ta van ludn dugc xem nhe so

vOl...”
Tay tham tir chen ngang, “Su may man ngiu nhién sao?”
“Khong, do 1a cach dé ¥ Su Vigc dén tung chi tiét.”
Ho cam on Stone d# cung cap thong tin va réi moi nguoi khac vao thim van.

Mot trong s6 tay FBI két luan, “Néu c6 can gi giup d& clr goi cho ching t61,” rdi dwa cho Stone
danh thiép v61 s dién thoai trén do.

Stone bo danh thiép vao tai va nghi bung, minh mong rang khéng bao gio can dén mirc kinh
khung nhu vay.

Sau khi mo1 thr co vé léng diu xuéng, ho lai tu hop & nha cua Stone va Caleb dua cho
Annabelle xem quyén sach Thanh ca va mudn co ta noi 1én sy that.

Annabelle hit mot hoi dai va bat dau giai thich, “Toi biet Jonathan rét thich doc sach, va mot
ngay kia khi toi Vu1 miéng hoi néu ong ay mubn c6 mot quyen sach quy nhat trén thé gigi nay thi do s€
12 quyén nao, ong dy bao s& 1a quyén Thanh ca d6. Thé roi t01 suy nghi, tim kiém chiing trong tt ca
nhirng thu vién va tim ra mot noi thich hop nhat dé danh cap.”

Caleb chen ngang, “Cho tdi doan nhé, nha tho ¢c6 mién nam & Boston phai khong?”
“Sao 6ng biét?”
“D& dot nhap hon 1a Thu vién Qudc Hoi hay trudng dai hoc Yale, t6i nghi thé.”

“To1 tim dén do cung vo1 mot nguoi ban va gidi thiéu to1 1a nghién ctru sinh dai hoc dang tham
gia dé tai v€ nhirng quyén sach noi1 tiéng.”



“Va ho cho ¢6 xem qua n6 a,” Caleb hoi.
“Pung vy, ca chyp hinh nita, rdi t6i c6 nguoi ban khac rat gioi 1am gia... y i 14 tao ra d6 vat.”
“Vay 1a anh ta 1am gia quyén sach Thanh ca u?” Caleb thdt 1én kinh ngac.

“Gibéng nhau nhu that, khong thé phin biét duoc,” Annabelle vut tit su phin khich khi thay
Caleb bat dau noi gian. “Cudi cung la chiing to1 cung quay tr¢ lai do, roi lam ca danh trao nho.”

“Cd chi danh trdo nho thoi u?” Caleb d6 mit tia tai, “Vi mot trong nhitng quyén sach quy hiém
nht trén thé gigi ma co bao 1a chi danh trao thoi 4?7

Stone xen vao, “Sao c6 khong dua quyén sach gia giong that cho DeHaven?”
“Pua quyén gia cho nguoi t6i yéu u? Khong bao gio?”
Caleb ngdi sup xudng ghé, “Toi khong thé tin vao tai duge.”

Trudce khi Ong ta tré nén byc bo1 hon, co ta t1ep tuc, “Khi toi dua cho 6ng y quyen sach nay,
Jonathan rat kinh ngac, nhung t6i chi bao day la quyén gia mao ma th01 to1 nghi c6 1€ Ong ay cling go1
dén nhiéu noi dé hoi tham, du sao dng 4y ciing biét toi dau phai 1a ké sdng hoan toan trung thuc dau.”

“That vy u? Chuyén c6 vé hay nhi,” Caleb bdp chit.
Co ta gia lo, “Nhung vi nha thd khong biét quyén sach d6 1a sach gia va ciing khong ai bao mat
quyén Thdnh ca nao cho nén cudi cung Jonathan két luan rang to61 no1 that, ong ay rat vui vi di€u do,

du sao quyén sach do ciing cti ro1.”

“Sach cii 4! Caleb sip sira nd tung vi gian dit thi Stone dit tay 1én vai ong ta, “Nay, thoi ding
nhdc lai chuyén cii nira, Caleb a.”

“Chuyén cii gi?” Caleb 1am bam.

“To1 s€ tra no lai,” Annabelle t6 thanh y.

“Y ¢6 12 sa0?” Caleb hoi.

“T6i s& mang quyén sach vé chd cil, danh trdo quyén sach 1an nira.”

“C0 khong n6i dua chir.”

“T6i hoan toan nghiém tic, tdi c6 thé danh trao mot 1an, va 1an nita khong van dé gi.”
“L& ho bat co thi sa0?”

Cb ta nhin Caleb véi anh mat thuong hai, “Biy gio toi diéu luyén hon lac trude nhiéu rdi.” Co
ta nhin sang Milton va n6i thém, “Céo mudn gitip t61 lam diéu nay khong?”

“Chac chan roi!” Milton thét 1én ddy phan khich.



Caleb cau gat, “Toi nghiém cidm anh tr& thanh tong pham nhé.”

Milton ngap ngimg, “Anh ding dé ndi cau thé chu? Do dau phai 1a tong pham néu ching toi gui
tra lai quyén sach that nhi?”

Caleb tinh noi gi d6 r6i lai théi, “Vang, toi nghi ciing ding.”

“T6i sé& tu tinh todn,” Annabelle noi, “Gio thi t6i chi cin quyén sach ctia ong, Caleb.” C6 ta
vuon tay ra lay.

Caleb lap tirc ghi sat quyén sach vao nguc, “To1 c6 thé gitt nd cho dén luc co6 can khong?” Ong
man mé bia sach.

Reuben nhic nhé Caleb, “Anh bao Monty rang n6 chi 1a mot quyén sach vo gid tri ma.”

Caleb nhin kho s&, “To61 bi€t ma, t61 chang nhay mat khi no1 ra nhitng di€u dé con gi, co I€ ba
. 2
tién sach da nguyén rua t61.”

Annabelle gt dau, “Puoc rdi, ong cr giit 14y.”

Reuben nhin ¢ ta tran dy hy vong, “Bdy gio moi thr d3 qua di, thé c6 c6 mubn di dau d6 vai
t6i t61 nay khong?”

Co ta mim cuo1, “Dé t01 xem lai thoi tiet, Reuben a. Nhung cam on 6ng da c6 nha y.”
“S€ con nhiéu 1an nhu vay nira, thua quy ¢d,” 6ng hon tay co.

Sau khi moi ngudi roi khoi cin nha, Annabelle tim dén Stone ltc ndy dang 1am viéc ngoai nghia
trang.

Ong don dep mot nam mo, con ¢d nang nhd cod dai bo vao tui ni-16ng. Ong chau may, “Co khong
can phai ¢ lai va giup to1 dau, lam viéc ¢ nghia trang la mdt chuyén chang thich hgp v&1 mot nguoi
nhu cO ti nao.”

Cb ta chong tay 1én hong, “Vay dng nghi song thé nao mdi thich hop véi t6i?”

“Chéng, con, nha dep ¢ vung ngoai 0, tham gia hoi phy huynh hoc sinh, va c6 thé nudi cho
cung.”

“Ong dang dua 47"

“Vang, t6i dua day. Bay gio thi sao?”

“T6i phai tra sach néu khong Caleb s& ndi dién mat.”
“Roi sau d6?”

C0 ta nhan vai, “To1 chang nghi ngo1 xa hon nita dau.” C6 ta cam lay miéng x0p, cui thap xuong
va giap Stone cha sach tam bia. Sau do, co ta di nau bita t61, cung an va tro chuyén vo1 Stone ngay



dudi mai hién.
Annabelle liéc nhin Stone, “May 12 t6i d3 quay lai.”
Stone phu hoa, “Toi cling thé, Annabelle.”

C6 ta mim cudi khi nghe 6ng goi tén that cia minh. “Tén Seagraves d6 goi 6ng 1a mdt thing 666.
Diéu do co6 y nghia gi?”

Stone tra 101, “Chuyén ciing da cach day ba muoi nim roi.”

“Ciing cong bang thoi, tat ca chung ta déu co bi mat, thé 6ng c6 tinh di chd khac khong?” ¢ ta
hoi.

Ong lac dau, “O day c6 vé thich hop voi t6i,” dong dap gon 1on.

Cé thé vay, Annabelle suy nghi, roi ho cung im lang, thudng thirc trang tron trén bau troi.

Céach d6 bén gid 1ai xe vé hudng bac, Jerry ciing dang nhin ra ngoai cira s6, ngim tring. Hin da
goi tat ca nhitng mbi quen biét, de doa va danh dap nhiéu hon s6 ma hin nhé, thich tha timg phut gidy
hanh ha ngudi khac. Két qua 1a hin dang tién gan dén dich hon vi 1an luot nhitng hang rao phong thu
ctia Annabelle dd 16 dién. Va sip toi, nhirng gi hin d 1am véi Tony Wallace s& nhanh chong duoc
thuc hién véi Annabelle. Hinh anh c6 4 guc ng bat gidc 1am hin nd mot nu cudi man nguyén, han da
trd lai thé thugng phong, hin rit mot hoi xi-ga va nhip mot ngum uyt-ki.

May chuan bi nhé Annabelle Conroy, tay Jerry to 16n, xdu tinh sdp dén roi day.

Tac gia choi chit “Evﬂbay” (evil: toi 4c) véi chit Ebay, trang web mua ban truc tuyén 16n nhat trén mang Internet noi ban c6 thé
tim thiy va mua nhimng thi minh can.

2 . . N
K¥ thuat d6i mau dé phu hop vdi phan nén.
Noi vé€ cac chang trai tré luon bict cham chut cho sdc dep ctia minh.

=

Yards: don vi do chiéu dai (1 yards = 91,438 cm = 0,9144 m).

[

Dam: don vi do chidu dai (1 dim = 1,6093 km).

=

Lessing J. Rosenwald (1891-1979) 1a mot thwong gia ngudi My ¢6 so thich suu tap sach quy hiém va tranh nghé thuat.

=

F:don vi do nhi¢t d6 (10F = -17,2220C). 600F = 15,50C.



e

Mot chuong trinh tro choi cé thuong néi tiéng cua truyén hinh M.

e

Gallon: don vi (do luong) chét long bang 4,54 lit & Anh; 3,78 lit & My.

Roulette: vong quay, co quay.

EE

Téng théng Jefferson da ban thu vién sach cua minh cho qudc gia sau khi nguoi Anh thiéu tryi thanh phé Washington trong
ién chong thuc dan Anh vao nam 1812, d6 Ia co s& dé hinh thanh nén Thu vién Qudc hoi cia ngay hom nay.

('D)

cuoc chi

E

Thanh gido: vio thé ky XVI va XVII & Anh la nhitng nguoi tim kiém “sy tinh tuyén” trong thin hoc va thd phung/ngudi theo
dao voi cac hinh thirc nghi I nha tho don gidn.

Muggle: tir duge sir dung trong bo truyén Harry Potter, dung dé chi ‘ngudi thudng’.

E E

MIT (Massachusetts Institute of Techonology): Hoc vién K¥ thuat Massachusetts 1a hoc vién nghién ctru va gido duc ¢ thanh
pho Cambridge, bang Massachusetts, My. MIT rat n6i tiéng trong khoa hoc cong nghé, ciling nhu 1a mét so6 finh virc khac.
15] .
3] Lau Nam Goc: 1a bicu tuong ctia Quan d6i Hoa Ky (con goi la Ngii Giac Dai).
1 .
Pompeii: Tén mot thanh pho ¢ La Ma, Italia bi chon vui hoan toan dudi l6p dung nham khi ngon niii lra Vesuvius phun trao dit
ddi vao nam 79 TCN.
[17]

18 .. . o 5
18] Nguyén van la blackjack. Muc ti€u cta tro choi xi dach la co gang dat dugc tong s6 diem tir cac 14 bai trén tay ban cang gan
21 cang tot, nhung khéng dugc vuot qua 21.
[19]

Khu nghi dudng Quéc té.

HVAC: hé thong d6t néng, tan nhiét, va diéu hoa nhiét do.
“Van + nude” 13 hinh thie tra tan timg duoc sir dung tai trai giam khét tiéng Tuol Sleng thoi Khomer Do & Campuchia.

Ppm: don vi do lidu lugng cac chét hoa hoc.

22 ,
(22] Quy huu tri 401(k) 1a mét hinh thire bu dap cong lao ctia ngudi lao dong khi chii hing mé mot quy huu mang tén nguoi lao

dong va déu dan bo vao quy mot phan lvong chwa dong thué cua ngudinay. Voi chuong trinh trg giip huu tri 401(k), ngudi cong nhan
khéng phai dong thué tam thu tren phan lrong bo vao quy vi s tién nay khong ghi trén bang rong, nhung ho phai déng thué An Sinh Xa
Hoi (FICA) va Y Té trén ngudn loi tirc trich bo vao quy huu 401(k).

[23]
[24]

Aldrich Ames: Diép vién lam viéc cho ca CIA va KGB (Uy ban An ninh Qudc gia Nga). (Bj bt ngay 21/2/1994).

Francis Scott Key Fitzgerald (24 thang 9 nim 1896 - 21 thang 12 nim 1940) i mdt nha vin My, ndi tiéng voi cac tac pham vé
“Thoi dai nhac Jazz”.

Dumbledore 3 mdt nhan vat hu ciu trong bg truyén Harry Potter ctia nit nha van J. K. Rowling,

Pon vido d6 dai (1 feet = 0,3048 m).

Johnnie Cochran - lut su n6i tiéng cia My (mat vao thang 3 nam 2005 vi u nio, tho 67 tudi).

Loai thude khang viém, giam dau, ha st.

Lién doan Ivy: nhom 8 trudng dai hoc lau doi cé hé thong, triét Iy gido duc va chit hrong dao tao hang dau cua My.
Federalist: Nguoi theo chii nghia lién bang.

Bulldog 14 loai cho c6 ngudn gdc tir loai chd bull choi, ¢6 tén Ia Bulldog 1630, chinh ban than bulldog ciing 1a mét loai ché choi.

Banh tostada - moén banh tron ciia My.

EEEEEEEER

Pound = 0,453 kg.
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