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MOT

“Thoi di!” Marina gat Travis.
Travis da thé cang di sat camera vao mat co hon.
Marina the ludi vao ong kinh, “Dang ban muon chét day nay!”

Co dang bu dau bu c6 thiét ke gidy cho cudc trién 13m cu01 nam; mat mai nhot nhat khong son phin
cling chang mascara; toc vang x0 tung vi khong xong viéc, ay thé ma Travis - ban trai cua Sinead - lai
con ctr quay phim, ma quay moi khoanh khic ra roi méi kho.
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“Té 1a rudi-trén-tudng ma!” Travis bao Marina. “Truyén hinh thuc t& né phai thé!

“Pé nguoi ta yén voi chi!” Frankie rén ri.

Travis da lang nhing bam theo bon c6 24/24 sudt hai tuan qua, hét 1am 1im may quay ki thudt so
vao mat Frankie trong luc ¢6 dang trang diém dé€ chup anh thoi trang, lai chdp lac co dang 14 ludt trén
san catwalk & McCartney va Manolos.

“Nhin day nhin day,” Travis goi Frankie trong budng thay d6 chat hep ngay liic c¢6 dang nhét minh
vao mot bd Donna Karan [1] xanh ruc ro.

Frankie xia thang ngon tay vé phia anh chang.

“Qua duyén!” Travis pha ra cuoi, rd may quay lai gan hon nira. “Lam lai di, Frankie! Nhiing ltc noi
cau trong em that hap dan!”

“Tat cai d6 ngay!” Sinead tho dai.

C6 ngdi thu ca hai chin 18n ghé x6-pha nha Travis sau mot ngdy phd phac trén giang dudng. Chi con
hai tudn nira 1a t61 cudc Trién 1am Nam Nhat, thé ma gio cd van con phai vat va thuyét phuc ddm gido
vién hudng dan rang nhitng gi co trinh bay vo1 ho thuce sy 1a nghiém thc.

“Y em 12 sao... khong mot manh vai 42” thay Tristan Fox cau may.

“Da, khong vai, khong da thi, khong trang strc - chi mdi tranh v& trén co thé,” Sinead khang dinh.
Tir 1au ¢6 da nung nau y dinh vé& 1én chinh co thé minh nhitng hoa vin than ky bang mau 14 mong ciing
cac loai mau thién nhién khac. Xong xudi, Travis s€ chup hinh c6, va nhirng birc anh d6 sé dugc trung
bay trong cudc trién lam.

“Em nén nhé day 1a dai hoc Thoi Trang ! thay Tristan nhic nho.

“Thé thi sao a? Chang phal v& trén co thé 1a nén mong dé nganh thoi trang phat trién sao thay? Xam
minh d4y, xo khuyén day...” Sinead tin chac 1a minh dung, va cubi ciing thay Tristan danh phai nhuong
bo.

“Sao anh cir quay em mai thé?” gid thi Sinead bat dau cau véi Travis. Co g1au guong mat vao hai
ban tay. Travis cu 13ng nhing bam theo ¢ khiap nha, thim chi con vao ca budng tim, tGi mirc cd phai
dong sam cura lai trudc miii anh chang,

“Vi em dep,” Travis ninh. Twr nhitng dwong chi tay, dén doi moi trong nhu hon doi, dén mdi toc
vang mém mai. Chi€c may quay phim cua Travis mé mét dén ting chi tiét.



“Thoi, thoi ngay di!” Sinead git. Nhung mic cho c6 lay goi che mit, Travis van tiép tuc ghi hinh.
“Travis bi sao vdy 7’ Marina hoi.

R4t cude ca ba cb gai ciing ngdi lai dugc voi nhau trén bo x6- -pha trong phong khach cta can ho sO
13 quang truong Walgrave. Frankie dung dua cap chan dai dé trAn, mot canh tay 6m vong xubng, dwa
lung nga ngdn vao Sinead. “Anh ay bj sao vdy chi?” ¢6 hoi.

Sinead 1ic dau, “Chju!”

“N6 ctr 1ai nhai d6 1a truyén hinh thuc té,” Marina ngo ngudy miy ngdn chan trong 16p tham trai san
min mau kem. “C{r xa xa vao mit nguoi ta nhu thé. Nhu tao day nay, dang 101 hii vé vé€ may may, day
tua vo1 day da nay no, vira mo1 ngude duge mat 1én thi da thay né xong vao véi cai may quay v van
ay roi!”

“Hu, chi Sinead!” Frankie xoay xoay mot lon toc den dai cua minh. “Chi 1a ngud1 yéu cua anh
Travis, thé ma chi khong moi dugc thong tin xem anh 4y dang am muu cai gi a?”

“Hoi r6i chir nhung c6 chiu ndi dau. Chic c6 lién quan gi day téi nganh hoc cua 130,” Sinead lo
deénh xem tho1 su trén tivi. MOt qua bom trong xe hot phat né & dau do. Mot ngé1 sao nhac pop dam
vao gitra mat mot ga quay phim.

“Bao Travis c6 ngay tao thui vao mdt nd ddy,” Marina lau bau.

Sinead va Frankie ngoanh sang nhin ¢6 ban chin chu va quyén rii cia minh - Marina c6 doi nao chiu
li€u 16p son méng tay ctia minh dau ma dam voi cha da. Ca hai cung cudi khac khich.

“Pay ngac ngoai 1am roi ddy nay!” Sinead than van véi hai ¢ ban.

“Tao ciing thé.”

“Em ciing thé.”

“Chi con hai tuan nita thoi.”

“Sinead, thoi nhic c6 dugc khong!” Cong cudc thiét ké giay ctia Marina van let det nhitng budc dau
tién. Ngay nao co cling bi ddm gido vién hudng dan giyc gia.

Frankie cling tut hiu khong kém. Tuan trude ¢d nang chay hai s6 chyp anh thoi trang gia cuc hau hi,
cling c6 nghia 1a phai boé phéng cong viéc ¢ truong. “Oi, ap luc kinh!” Frankie than.

“Khiép that, méi d6 ma ca 1t da tu & ddy gin nam troi!” Sinead vay nhe cai rd-mdt, man hinh tat
ngam. Nhanh that, nhu thé ¢6 méi gdp Marina va Frankie cach day c6 chirng ndm phut, va ca dam vura
cung ru nhau thué chung can nha cua me c6 tai quang trudng Walgrave nay.

Va nhu thé m6i hom ndo day thoi co gap Travis, roi dinh ngay tiéng sét ai tinh, hét nhu sinh ra 1a da
quen chang roi vay. “Thoi gian that quai dan!” Sinead 1am bam.

“Thoi gian 1a 130 dbc cong ac nghi¢t!” Frankie than tho. “Hoi chua vao truong em ctr tuong thoi
trang la sang tao, 1a cr ngdi do phé phdn doi cho cam hing giang xubng dau. C6 ngd dau chi toan 1a
cam dau cam co cho kip han ndp bai, réi nhit nhat tuan 101 miy 6ng ba gido vién bao lam nay lam

kia.”
Sinead nhtin vai, hoi Marina, “Cai gi nhip vao em Frankie nha minh thé nay?”



“Ai ma biét. Chéc lai xi xén muén trinh dién gi day?” Marina dap.

Frankie dung ddy, luon quanh phong, “Cac chi nghe day. Nhing thr ma ching ta dang lam cho
cudc-trién-1am-cudi-ndm ngd ngin nay thi sang tao cai ndi gi? Nhu thé ho chi muén tui minh quiy tung
1én dé chirg to cho moi ngudi 14 ho d3 day dung cach.”

Marina ngap dai, “Doi la vay do be!”

“Ai quiy ¢ day?” Sinead vic lai. “Chic chin 1a khong c6 con nay dau nhé!” Dao niy co phai thirc
khuya 1i€én mién dé phac thao nhitng hinh &nh ma c¢6 dy dinh s& v& 1én khdp than thé minh.

“Nay Frankie. May n6i thé chang qua 1a do may ctr trén di 1am linh tinh cho bon Bed-Head [2], thay
vi nai lung ra trong xudng nir trang,” Marina noi.

Frankie nhan mat, gudm gudm hai c¢6 ban, “Hai chi that 1a...”

“La cai gi?” ca Marina va Sinead cung quat 1én.

Can phong yén ang trong tich tic. Sy cang thing dang d¢ 18n ca ba c6 nang.
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. chan ngat!” Frankie budt miéng. Chet cha, sao lai néi thé chir? Hai nguwoi nay la ban than
nhat ciia minh co md, chan dan tran cuén may di, Frankie!

Marina biu méi, “Nay, con chudt ranh hdm nay dam chit chit diy nhi?” C6 nh¢ 1 tam thang trudc,
Frankie nhat dén no1 hau nhu khong n61 nira 161, ¢t budc chan vao phong nir trang 1a hét hon hét via.

“Chan ngét a?” Sinead hoi lai. Do1 o, c6 da bi gan cho du thir toi. Nao 1a bi ba me trong lang thoi
trang 1am cho hong ngudi, ndo 1 hay rau 1i 0 &, hay giy mét long, ngao man, tu ti. Nhung chua ai dam
ndi ¢6 1a chan ngat!

Nhung Frankie van dang trong con bdc hoa, “Chir sao. My chi don diéu chét di dugc, luc ndo ciing
ndp bai dung han, y nhur ddm sinh vién hang A ay. Khong bao gid cac chi ty nghi rang can quai gi phai
]am nhitng viéc ay sao?”

“Ha... de r61 bi dudi c6 4?” Marina vira no1 vura cuoi nhat. “Bo me tao chac 1a vui mung phai
biet!”

“E, Travis,” Frankie 1 &1 goi1 vd1 ra ngoai khi thay anh chang 1t It hién ra ¢ 161 di trude nha, tay
khu khu chiéc Sony cuc nét. “Bon em dang cai nhau om som nay. Mau ghi lai hét di!”

Travis lao vao, lia may khap can phong, hét nguo1 nay sang nguoi khac.

“Frankie dang no1 loan,” Sinead lanh 180 hudng vao ong kinh n6i, mot bén 16ng may nhudng 1én.

“No bi nhot & mong,” Marina hua theo.

Frankie bao Travis huéng 6ng kinh vao minh. “Xin 15i, nhung t6i dang rat thanh that,” co cing
thang. “Quan diém cua to1 la viéc quai gi phai nhoc xac vé1 md bang cap vé van va dong bai kiém tra
'7,

v6 b, hiy clr 1am nhitng gi ma ta thdy 13 quan trong vdi ta thoi!

“Con nay né dang muon lam James Dean [3], ké-ndi-loan-vé-duyén-cd,” Marina thuyét minh ttr hau
canh.

“C06 nang dang no1 con tam banh,” Sinead dé thém vao.

“Mubn néi gi cling duoc!” Frankie rit 1én, mit tron nguoc, khéng chdp 1dy mot cai nao trong khi



dong dac tuyén bd trudc camera, “Ghi lai nay, Travis. Trudc may quay, toi xin tuyén bo, t6i tiy chay
su kién nay!”

“ Woa !” Marina kinh ngac.

“May vira n6i gi, Frankie?” Sinead hat ham.

Frankie hat mai toc den ra sau vai, “T6i noi rang trudng Thoi trang Trung tAm chi c6 thé t6 chirc
culc trién 1am cudi nam ¢ noi khong c6 anh sang mat tro1 ma thoi!”

“May phudc 1a thdy Tristan khong nghe thiy nhiing gi con Frankie lam nham hdi niy!” Marina nhoai
to1 trude thi thao véi Sinead trong khi thay trudng khoa dang phat bicu.

Sinead li€c nhin quanh, “U, ma nd dau roi?”
“Ban di van dong tay chay r61!” Marina ndi to, do bung mat khi thay Tristan Fox nhin xody vao co.

“Sy kién ndy mang y nghia séng con,” thay Tristan dang thuyét giang, nguc phap phong véi bai dién
van bong brfty ctia minh. “Nhu cac em biét déy, nam hoc nay da tao cho cac em co hoi doc nhit vo nhi
nham phat trién nhitng ¥ twdng thiét ké cta chinh cac em, qua nhitng phan xudng thuc hanh cé tinh thuc
tién cao. Va cac em ciing nhd' thé ma phat hién ra thé manh cta chinh minh.”

“Oa... 6a!” Sinead ngap. Khong chirng Frankie c6 1y cling nén.

Thay Tristan hién ngang di qua di lai trén buc dién thuyét, “Nam t&i cac em s& chon chuyén nganh
theo con duong ma cac em da chon - do la: Thiét K& Thoi Trang, In Thoi Trang, Hang Dét Kim,
Marketing, Lich Str Thoi Trang, van van. Nhung trudc d6 mdi em s& dugc phan mot chd trong cudc
trién 1am cubi ndm dé gidi thiéu nhitng du 4n ddc biét ciia minh.”

“Da, da, bon em biét roi!” Marina than tho. Thay Tristan mic bénh duy ngd - c6 cai o1 to dung!
Thay khoai khoe mé&, vdi 40 so mi diém dia mau hong nhat, mai toc xam xam 6p cuc khéo, vang tran
botox [4] va chat giong ving Mid-Atlantic [5].

“Pay 1a co hoi cho cac em toa sang,” thay ndi voi cac sinh vién ctia minh, day bai thuyét gido 1én
cao trao. “Hay ching t6 cho ching toi thiy kha ning ciia cac em, 4nh hdo quang ctia cic em, sy cach
tan ctia cac em! DOi lai, chung t6i s& tao khong gian cho cac em trinh lang nhitng tac phim cua minh -
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1ap d4u an nhu thé nao 1a tiy thudc vao cac em!
Hang hang 16p 16p nhitng gwong mit hao hirc gat dau dap 1o thay.
O cudi phong, mdt bong ngudi ding ngay ngudng cira vo tay tan thudng, bop bop 16p bop, lac 16ng.
“Frankie!” Marina va Sinead hoang hdt kéu 1én.

Thay Tristan Fox ngudc 1én va nhan mat. “A, McLerran!” thiy bet cai giong minh xuong “Han hanh
gap em!” Thay ra ddu rang bai dién vin cua minh d3 két thic, doan hung ho budc xubng nhirng bac
cap dé ra tom lay Frankie. “T01 da ndi chuyén véi c6 Claudia. C6 ay néi di noi lai 1a chwa hé thiy dau
hi¢u gi vé dy an cudi nim clia em.”

“Vi em c6 lam gi dau,” Frankie dap tinh queo. Bo dang c6 ltc nay dich thi la phi thot trang: o den
chui dau thing thinh v6i quan jeans cii xi, gwong mét nhot nhat, khong son phan, khong nir trang gi hét.

Marina va Sinead bay véo t&i bén Frankie, mdi ngudi chdp 1dy mot canh tay ¢ nang. “ E é !”
Frankie kéu lén khang cu.



“Xin 16i thay!” Sinead 1i nhi véi nha hung bién dai tai.
“Tai stress ddy thdy a!” Marina giai thich.

Kep Frankie ¢ gifta, ca hai he nhau ntra nhac ntra 161 ¢6 nang ra khoi hi¢n truong, queo ngay cho
cutra va di¢u co nang di ngugce lai hanh lang.

“Hom nay 13 han chot dy!” thay Tristan canh bao véi theo sau lung Frankie. “Dén cudi gio chiéu
nay em phai t61 gap c6 Claudia nghe chua!”

“Da!” Sinead vtra htra gium Frankie, vira cd stc déy cO bé di that nhanh.

“Thay ding lo!” Marina thd gap, mim cudi va gat dau, roi phun ra vai tir voi Frankie giita ké rang
nghién chat, “Im ngay. Khong duoc no1 gi hét!”

“Nhung em mudn thdy ay biét em tay chay cudc trién 1am nay. Bo ra nao! Hai ngudi dirng hong ngan
can!”

“Pay mudn can la can dugc!” Sinead quat lai, ngoat minh qua cénh ctra d61 vao quan ca phé sinh
vién. “May ctr chong mat 1én ma xem!”

Marina an Frankie xudng chiéc ghé gan nhat, “May muon bi dudi c6 that a?”

Frankie ngoan co gat dau.

“Pién ha!” Marina nat ng, doan tung mot thé vo khoa dau, kep c6 Frankie lai. “Suy nghi k¥ di. Néu
g1 ma bo hoc thi may s€ lam gi trong sudt quang doi con 1ai?”

“Thiét ke nit trang,” Frankie gan c6. D6 1a diéu c6 van mong muon, ao udc va khat khao...

Sinead bung ca phé t&1 va dat kich xuéng truge mit Frankie. “Thuc té mot ti di ¢d em,” co nghiém
giong, vira nhac thdy Travis-cung-véi-camera. “Khong dugc!” Sinead canh cao anh chang. “Em bao
khong duoc, Trav... vu nay nghiém trong day!”

Travis ctr tang 10 va ghé sat vao.
“Nghe day!” Marina noi giong dut khodt, tir tir budng Frankie ra. “Hau hét cac sinh vién déu cd
song cO chét dé lay cho dugc tim bang ctr nhan cua truong Trung tam. May khong thé quing n6 di
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nhu... nhu quang mot cai khan gidy dung roi!

“Em da néi ro6i... Cac chi cir xem em ndi c6 ding khong!” Frankie ham ham. “Noi1 nay bd bude
"79

phong cach cua em. Ctr budc vao xuong lam viéc 1a em thay khong sao thd n6i!

“Tur khi nao?” Sinead hach hoi. “Marina noi ding day Bang cap cia truong ndy sé dua bon minh
vao nhiing hang thoi trang danh tiéng. Khong co cai bang ay, minh ciing chi nhu trim ngan ké thém
mudn khac ma thoi.”

Travis Gp c4n canh vao gwong mit bat can cua Frankie. Ong kinh cta anh chang chop duoc nép run
nhe noi lan m61 dudi va nét kinh hoang chdp trong d61 mat ndu dam cua co.

“Khong dé em yén duoc sao?” Frankie lai rit 1én, be be nhu mot con dé con.

Bit thinh linh Marina thay d6i chién thuat. C6 dung Iui ra, khoanh tay lai, “OK, di thé thi... budc!”

D61 mat xam to tron cua Sinead bong mé to hon.



Ong kinh ctia Travis chép dugc vé so hii lan tda trén mit Frankie.

“May s& ra di tay trang!” Marina noi giong xia xo1. “Pung ban tam vé Sinead va tao... bon tao s&
tim nguo1 khac ¢ ghép. Cung khong can phai ban 1ong vé bd me may - tao doan 13 ho da quen véi viéc
phai lo lang cho may roi!”

Frankie nhdm ngudi t6i trude, guc mit vao tay dé tron 6ng kinh camera.
“Tuyét chiéu!” Sinead thi thao khen Marina.
Khi Frankie ngudc 18n trd lai, mot ranh sau han giita hai con mit ¢6. “Cho em nghi giai lao di!” ¢
nai ni Travis.
“Bi hay ¢?”” Marina quyét khong budng tha.
Frankie ngo ngudy trén ghé, nguong ngiing né 6ng kinh.
“Pi hay 6?” Sinead ddc thic. “Bon nay can biét.”
‘Hit tho sau vao. Dung khoc. Hay can vién dan va thii nhdn may so thdt bai dén binh cd ra quan .
“O!” Frankie li nhi.
Sinead va Marina gio nim tay 1én khéng, hét vang 1én, “Chién thing!”
“Nhung em van chua co coc kho gi dé trung bay trong cudc trién 1am!” Frankie kéu 1én. “Chi con tir
g0 dén cuoi ngay d€ nghi ra cai gi day.”
Sinead va Marina gat dau.

“Ctlru em v6i!” Frankie lai thit thanh, nhin théng vao camera. ‘“Travis, anh 1a ban em. Hay cho em
biet, vi Chua, em phai lam gi bay gio?”

(11 Nha thiét ké thoi trang va nha sang 1ap nhin hiéu quan 40 NDNY (Donna Karan New York) -
ND.

[2] Tén mot hang thoi trang trong truyén — ND.
131 Ngbi sao dién anh huyén thoai nguoi M.

141 Botox von 1a thude chira co bap co giat, ngay nay dugc str dung rong réi trong chuyén khoa tham
my dé chong nhin da, x6a vét nhan. Y noi thay Tristan thuong tiém Botox dé cing tran - ND.

[51 Ving & phia déng nudc My, gdm cé cac bang: New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey.
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“Thé 1a ngudi yéu ciia anh kep co Frankie vao nach con ngudi yéu ciia em thi van hanh dung cu tra
tan cam xtc,” & phong k¥ thuat vién dang sau xudng kim hoan, Travis dang miéu ta ti mi cho Rob nghe
vé cudc khing hoang vira qua. “No6i that nhe, ong anh, canh tugng chiang khac gi phién toa Di gido thoi
xua!”

“Marina v6i Sinead 1a chia cuc doan!” Rob 1am bam, déy tAm kinh bao ho 1én dinh dau. “Frankie
b1 ma nhap a?”

Travis nhan vai, “Hodc-mén 4y ma. Anh biét tinh khi c6 bé roi con gi.”
“0, phu nir thuong vay!”
“Em da ghi tAt tin tat vao cai may quay HDR-HCI rdi. Bé em cho anh xem.”

“Khong phai ltc nay, Travis. Minh da bao v&i ¢6 Claudia 1a s& danh bong miy vién ngoc mat méo
nay dé dén trua thi dem dung dugc.”

Travis dya lung vao tudng, khoanh tay lai, “Anh van s& gitip em dung bd phim nay chi?”
“Co gi dau,” Rob am i, bat cong tic may danh bong 1én.

“Em dinh cit nhirng doan dung do, nudc mat vi dau v mom ra thanh tirng doan giy soc - Frankie
trén san catwalk, Marina va Sinead di du tiéc tung nay no. Xen k& v&i nhau kiéu Nguodi1 Pep va Quai
Vit ay.”

Rob bat cudi, kéo cdp kinh bao hd xudng che mat. “Cau di bao voi miy cd nang tiéng nao chwa?”
“Pé pha hong hét moi thir 42 Con 1au.”

“Liéu qua!”

“Thi sao?”

“Thi ho s& xir tir chi em chir sao!” Rob biét Marina cuc ghét bi “tom” khi khong chai mascara cung
nhitng phu kién linh kinh khac. Anh nghi Sinead va Frankie chic cling vay.

“Khong, thé m&i ngau chir,” Travis cuong quyét.

“Ma nay, minh da néi véi cau 1a minh ndp don thoéi viéc chua?” Rob noi.

Travis phut ra mot tiéng riia. Quai ham roi thup xudng.

Vé biéu cam ctia Rob dang khuat sau tAm kinh bao ho. “Tai minh phat bénh v&i viéc nay roi. Minh
muon lam DJ toan tho1 gian. Pa bao véi ¢6 Claudia tir tuan trude la sé€ ra di 161.”

“Troi dat!” Travis cau nhau. “Sao lai giéng nhu chudt chili ¢d nhay qua vach da vay!”

“Hém nay 14 ngay cudi cing minh 1am & day,” Rob noi tiép. “Nhung dirng ¢ ndi voi Marina dy.
Minh chua néi gi voi co ay dau”.

“Pirng bao gid quing khin di khi chua hét thang Nam!” Frankie bang quo trong liic ndm ngira trén
bai c6 dudi hang cay dang tré hoa phia ngoai Ho1 Lién hi¢p Sinh vién.



“Nghia 1a sa0?” Sinead hoi, nhip mot ngum tonic nhe.

“Ba ngoai mién Yorkshire cua em van thuong dan do thé hdi em con nhd. Pai khai 1a hay ludn mac
a0 14 vao, em nghi vay.”

“Tao nhé, tao chang bao gio mic 4o 14!” Marina gi& cai giong Tara P-T [1] hay nhét ctia minh ra.

“U’, nhung thoi tiét nay tuyét qua,” Sinead chdng ngudi trén mot cui trd, mo mang nhin 1én vom cay
rgp day hoa tim ém diu.

Marina pha tan bau khong khi nhan tan dudi anh néng ruc 10, “Nay, bon minh ban vé du 4n cua
Frankie di.”
""" I”” Frankie hét 1én, lan sép bung Xuéng va bit chat ca hai tai.
Sinead tac ludi.

“Thé nao? N6 chi con c6 mot tiéng hai muoi phut dé quyét dinh xem s& lam gi,” Marina nghech cai
dau chtra bo 6c xét doan 1én - ding kiéu ma ¢ van hay dung dé phan xét Rob rang anh udng nhu hii
chim. “Hai dira may da nghe thiy Tristan ndi gi hdi sang roi day!”

Sinead nhudn nguoi qua giat hai tay Frankie ra khoi tai.

“ Hi ” Lee Wright chao ba c6 gai khi bang qua san. Anh chang dang hoc nganh Pién anh nam thir
hai cung Travis.

Sinead va Marina vay tay chao, con Frankie thi lai tiép tuc ap tay vao bit tai tro lai.

Lee nhtin vai va mat hut vao toa nha.

“To1 nghiép Lee. Anh chang quaaa... la...” Sinead luc tim mot tinh tir thich hop.

“... Lap di!” Frankie chen vao, chimg t6 cho hai ¢ ban biét minh nghe khong sot 101 nio.
“... Dé thuwong ” Sinead va Marina d6ng thanh.

Frankie di di choi voi Lee hai 1an - mot 1an di xem phim c6 Brad Pitt dong, mot 1an vao quan bar.
(“Hai dura khong bao gio 1a mdt duge!” sau do Frankie da tuyén bo xanh ron nhu the.)

“Dé thuong cai ngdc xit!” Frankie xi mot tiéng dai ca cay sb, ngdi day va coi phat chiéc 4o len
mong ¢O chir V ra dé 10 doi bo vai manh dé trudc nang mua xuan. “Oi, co6 ai thuong tinh cho t61 mot y
tudng vé du an cua té1 voi?”

“Oi, Nang Tho ctia t6i o1, th miy 101 tuyén bd hung hén vé sang tao ma nang phun ra hdi sang bién
dau mat r61?” Marina mia mai v41 Frankie.

Frankie rén ram, “Em cha ¢6 1ay mot ¥ tuong nao trong dau ca. Em sé& tir bo nganh nay!” Ca ndm
nay c6 da lam dd trang stre tir phu kién quan 40 phu nit, ngoc trai, nut nhya, hot go cho dén da gia va
bac. C6 hét theo truyen théng lai ngodt sang hién dai, hét lvgn xudng bién lai mo tdi thd dan chau My

da do - thoi thi du ca. Ay vay ma ngay lic nay, vao ding cai gidy phut dinh ménh budc phai nghi ra cai
gi m&i mé thi dau 6c ¢ lai rong khong.

Sinead khé& am tr. Chang ai nghe thiy gi.

“MAy mau thiét ké dua trén nghé thuat graffiti [2] cia em thi sa0?”” Marina nhic Frankie. “Ch khong
phai co Claudia khen d6 1a y tudng hay ho a?”



“O, nhung em can cai gi d6 hoan toan méi dé trién 1am kia.”
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Marina liéc xéo qua Sinead, “U’ cai gi ma r?”” Ro6i bdng dung co kéu 1én, “Oi, dén gio roi ha gidi?
Phai di v€ hinh hoa day!” Co6 bat day va vut bién mat tam, bo lai Sinead va Frankie dudi tang cay rop
bong hoa.

“Thé nay nhé,” Sinead uém 10i. “Em biét ¥ twdng v& trén co thé cua chi chi?”

“Em thich lam. Lot hét cai vo ngoai di,” Frankie van tin thé ndo roi Sinead ciing s& nay ra mot y
tuong doc dao - khong mot manh vai va sang tao trén da thit tran dich xac 1a mét sy kién dac biét
mang tén Sinead Harcourt.

Sinead ngam ngoi mdt 1at, ngod1 bd gb1 sat nguc, hai tay 6m vong lay dau goi, “Em cé thay néu co
mot lién minh thi s€ ngoan myc dén murc nao khong?”

Frankie 1ap tlrc bi cudn hat, “Lién minh 14 sa0?”

“Chj tim nhitng sic mau thién nhién chi dao. Con em thiét ké d6 trang strc di kém voi chung. Vong
tay, lac deo chan, thim chi 1a khuyén x6 trén co thé cling xong luon. Bang nao thi chi cling chuan bi
tinh than dé chiu dung vi nghé thuat r61.”

Frankie gat dau, “Pugc déy!”

“T4c pham cua chi s& dya trén khudn miu truyén thong va nhirng hinh vé triru twong. D6 trang strc
s€ lam no1 bat diéu do.”

“Bac nhé¢? Hay la bac vd1 men? Co thé em s& chuyén sau cai d6. Nhung ho c6 cho phép bon minh
lam thé khong?”

“Cai gi... hop tac 4?” Sinead ¢o dau qua €o dau lai. « Xoi, sao lai khong? Thﬁy Tristan chéng bao
bon minh can phai dot pha cach tan roi con gi!”

Gio dén luot Frankie vao vai chu dong, “Minh van nhd Travis chup hinh chi, véi da moi goc do va
anh sang thich hop ro1 can canh nay kia. Moi dira s€ lam riéng mot tap ho so thiét ké va phan ly thuyéet
cho minh. Ho ¢6 thé cham diém riéng cho tirng dua...”

“... hodc chdm chung!” Sinead nay ra trong tri.

“Tuyét c méo!” Frankie cam thiy nhu thé ganh ning da trat khoi hai vai, va cd bdng ngdi thang
day, gio da hit thé duoc. “E Sinead, vu nay ngon day!”

“ Rdt ngon 1” Sinead noi giong bao dam, mat sang long lanh.

“Men mau ngoc lam trang 1én bac!” Frankie tan tung. “Tong d6 hop véi mau da chi ddy. Em sé& thiét
ké mdt bd vong co két hgp voi vong tay deo tan trén bap tay chi, vat chéo qua vai thé nay nay...”

“... Vo1 nhitng hinh v& khoe séc trén ma va trén cd, quan quyén vao nir trang.”
“Qi tuyét voi!” Frankie hinh dung trong tri tudng tuong cia minh mot tic pham hoan hio!
“Thiy duoc chir?” Sinead hoi sau mot thoang im lang.

Frankie diing phat day va hat mai toc ra sau. “Em di bao cho c6 Claudia biét day!” c6 vira ndi vira
phong vu qua bai co. “Cu cho ¢ day. Co ay s€ mé mét y tudng nay cho ma xem!”



“Sao mit mili cau c6 thé?” thy Jack Irvine hdi Marina trong 16p v& hinh hoa. Thay dang soi ting
nét birc tranh mau phan cua co6, phac hoa nét sang va to1 hinh ban thian ctia ngwd1 mau nam - anh ta 1am
mau ¢ tu thé ding, lung quay vé phia co.

Marina dim thém d¢ tdi cho ving khéng gian giita xuwong séng va ba vai clia ngudi miu trong birc
v&. Sau d6 ¢6 udc luong dudng thing va goc vai vam v& ciia anh ta. “Thay khong biét sao thy,” co
noi giong can nhan. “Ho phan cho em c6 mdi mdt khoanh ti ti dé trung bay nhitng mau gidy, da thé lai
con khuét trong goc.”

“A, ra thé nén c6 Kent kém vui!” thﬁy giao day mon hinh hoa chi ra mot vung chua chuan trén to
giay Al cua c6. “Em phai cho ho biét diéu do chu.”

“Dung 1a em khong vui!” ¢6 tho dai. “Em lam pho ngudi ca nam rong, o tao an tugng véi thay
Tristan bang xang-dan day, giay vai, giay dé Xuong, dép tong, giay cao got da thudc, da 10n, xa-tanh.
Em theo truyén thong, roi lai theo tlep kiéu quyén rii ctia thap nién tdm muoi. Em con lam ca dong miu
ma anh hudng tir Hollywood. Thé ma em dd nhan duoc gi? Mot cai hoc bay bién ding bang... cai hdp
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dung giay... ha ha!

Thay Jack bat cudi, “Thay da bao em roi, tai ndng ctia em da bi phi hoai vao thiét ké thoi trang. Em
la mdt sinh vién my thudt lam duong lac 161!”

“Cam on thay!” Marina 1am bam.

Khi thdy gido hudng dan cho ngudi mau nghi giai lao, Marina ciing 1Uii xa khoi tac pham ctia minh.

Cb tir cong nhan 1a burc v& khong t6i. Nguyén tim lung tran chiém tron to Al. Co di vé& bang sy thoi
thuc manh 1iét 1a phai 10t ta ca strc manh lan vé goi cam cua nguoi mau.

“T6i noi that day,” thay Jack Irvine khang dinh. “Dimng cho thiy Tristan Fox biét 1a toi di noi vay,
nhung t61 nghi em nén nghiém tic nghi t&1 viéc do1 nganh hoc vao dau nam to1.”

Lo1 noi cua thiy da danh tring “tim den”, ndi phin khich ron 1én trong 16ng ngwe Marina. Biét ddu
ddy .2 ¢b ngam nghi. Biét ddu minh thit sy cé tdi vé voi va pha mau thi sao, ma minh thi dau phai

con dau rong luén siing bdi cdi mon thoi trang cao cdp dy? Minh c¢é thé chuyén qua my thudt va
tré thanh mét hoa st thuwe thu lam chir!

“Chung t6i can nhitng sinh vién nhu em, Marina,” thay Jack néi, hai tay dut trong hai tai quan lung
thung, lem luoc mau v&. Thdy chim chi ngdm nghia tac pham cta cd, xem xét timg diém nhan va su
phdi hop mau sic trén do.

Minh ¢6 thé tré thanh hoa st va nhin déi dén chét trén can gdc dp mdi! Marina van tiép tuc nghi
ngoi. Minh sé bi phii kin béi bot mau, nhw thay Jack, va miii thoi inh ciia dau hat lanh! Ngueoi ta sé
khen minh c6 tai nhung chang ai thém mua tranh ciia minh. Gidi phé binh sé tha ho ché bai minh.
Frankie thi vénh vang buodc trén nhitng san catwalk ¢ New York va Paris. Sinead sé lang tranh
minh vi tréng minh chdng khdc nao mét con an may! Roi minh sé la Marina-khéng-ban-khéng-bé!

Thay Jack Irvine duong nhu da doc duoc y nghi cua co. “0, 01 quén pheng di mat,’ thay noi, quay
lung buédce di. “Mot cudc song nghéo khd va vo danh chiang cudn hat ndi mot ¢d gai quyén ril nhur em
dau.”

“Khoan da thay, em c6 noi thé bao gio dau!” ¢6 phan doi.



Sau rbt, Marina thd dai va lac dau. Thure té mot ti di! co tu nhi. Hay nhan cdi khodnh dwng giay
cua may va tan dung t6i da. D6 la Iy do vi sao may o day, tai Trwong Thoi trang Trung tam nay.
Thoi trang la linh hon ciia may. Chang thé nao chéi cdi dworc.

[11 Vi giong Marina oanh vang nhu giong Tara Palmer-Tomkinson, nguoi dan chuong trinh ndi tiéng,
guong mit ndi troi clia gidi truyén thong dai chung Anh qudc ké tir nam 1996 t6i nay - ND.

[2] Hinh thirc v€ 1én nhitng burc twdng ¢ no1 cong cong - dang trong vong tranh cai la mot loai hinh
nghé¢ thudt hay 1a mot kiéu bo1 ban cua nhirng ké pha hoai ctia cong - ND.
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“Thé em muon anh phai bé nganh hoc cua minh sao?” Travis hoi Sinead.
Hai nguoi 1Gce nao cling cang véi nhau nhu day dan. Cai ay thi chang c6 gi moi.

Sinead dang trn trong toa-1ét nha Travis, “Anh ma khong tit cai camera chét tiét Ay 1a em vé ngay
bay gio!”
Travis van bat chiéc may quay k¥ thut so, chd Sinead tho mit ra.

“Em néi that day, Travis!” Sinead khong tai nio nhiic nhich ma khong bi ghi hinh. Travis chi con
thiéu mdi nude Xong vao nha v¢ sinh va quay canh c6 trong ay nira thoi, trong khi ¢6 von 12 ngudi van
dé cao sy riéng tu. “Co tit di khong nio?” cd nhat quyét.

Travis quay thoang dugc cai dau Sinead khi ¢ nhin hé qua cira. “Lam gi ma ghé thé?” anh chang
hoi.

Sinead budc ra, mat nhin phung phung, “Cai tr6 cur nhang nhing di theo ma quay hinh nguo1 ta moi
la ghé thi c6. Em cam thay minh luon bi rinh rap 24/24! Em khong thoai mai. That day!”

“Ngh¢ thuat ma,” Travis giai thich. “Anh dang 1am truyén hinh thuc té.”

“bi chd khiac ma quay,” Sinead quat. “Biét du lai chang c6 ngdy anh quay tui minh 4u yém nhau r6i
bao day 1a nghé thuat!”

Chiéc camera suyt nita thi roi khi Sinead day suot qua Travis trén chiéu nghi va dung dung lao
xuong cau thang. Cuoi cung anh chang danh chiu thua va tat may. “E, em di€n r61 a?” Travis hoi.

“U, dién that roi day!” Dudi lau, trong nha bép, Sinead bat gip canh Marina va Rob dang cii nhau.
“... Anh néi sao, bo viéc 4?” giong Marina cao choi 161 1€n to1 tdn hai quang tam.

Rob vo1 léy mot chai bia trong tu lanh, “Anh da ndop don roi. Anh s& khong tr¢ lai xudng ché tac
kim hoan nira dau.”

“Vay chtr anh song bang gi... khong khi chic?” Chua oi, sao dot nhién giong c6 lai gidng hét giong
me the nay?

“Anh dinh 1am DJ [1] toan thoi gian. Va anh sé& tiép tuc ldng-xé nhitng ban nhac méi.”

Marina nudt nue miéng danh we mot cai, “Anh khong thay day 1a mot cong viéc bap bénh a?”
Travis d4 theo Sinead xudng lau. “Liy em mot chai v&i, anh giai,” Travis bao Rob.

Sinead dung sat canh bén Marina. “Oi troi dat 0i!” ¢6 1am bam.

“Anh phat bénh vi phai 1am n6 1¢ 1ay cong roi,” Rob noi.

“Nhung anh chi méi hai muo1 ba tuoi! Anh con ca cudoc doi phia trudge. Voi lai, sao chang bao gio
ban ntra 101 v61 em vay?” Marina tiép tuc xong Ién. “Dang 1€ bon minh phai ban bac v61 nhau chir.”

“Phai day!” Sinead noi v6i Travis. “Ciing nhu khi lam truyén hinh thue t&, nguoi ta phai giai thich
cho nhirng nan nhan cua minh truoc khi bat camera 1én quay chir!”



“ Woa !” Rob va Travis cung thot 1én, dua lung vao ti lanh.

Céc co gai thira thing x6ng 1én. “Khong phai yéu nhau 13 thé sao?” Marina cét van. “Hai nguoi phai
tro chuyén, thoa thuan, sau d6 cung nhau bat tay vao lam.”

“Céc anh hily nhé 1ay quy trinh d6!” Sinead nhin manh.

Marina dam dudi ngdm Rob trong chiéc 4o jacket da, chiéc mii bao hiém di md t6 quang dai 1én mat
bép, ngay cho dat thirc an chuan bi dem nau. Kho than cd, hé ctr nhin gwong mdt banh bao cua anh véi
mai toc den huai cao, va nhat 1a mang rau Ia nht noi cdm 1a ¢6 lai muon tan chay.

Sinead chép mat va ngoanh mit di. “L€ ra anh nén hoi trude,” cd 1am bam voi Travis.

“Noi trude thé nao em chang gat phang di,” anh chang ly sy. Mac du yéu Sinead nhung Travis thay
co rat dong danh kho chiéu. “Diéu cot yéu l1a phai ghi hinh ba dlra em vao camera cua anh mdt cach tu
nhién, khong go bé. Giai thich trude thi hong bét hét con gi.”

“Nhung em c6 cam giac bi lgi dung,” Sinead phan nan, budc khoi bép, ra hanh lang va té1 cua
trudc.

“Nay,” Marina bao Rob. “Em nghi khong chirng anh dtng day.”
“Vay sao?”
Marina buéc tdi va choang tay 6m 1y Rob, “Anh 1a chang DJ tai hoa.”

“Anh da kiém dugc cho Bad Mouth mdt hop dong bicu dién 16n tai toa Thi chinh thanh phd vao
thang Muo1,” anh bao cd. “May anh chang d6 cho anh huéng ti 1¢ phan tram.”

Marina mim cud1 ro1 hon Rob. “Em yéu anh, Rob Evans,” c6 noi.

“Pung di, em!” Travis can Sinead.

C6 dung lai noi ngudng ctra, “Em phai v€ nha lam viéc.”

“Bon minh ra ngoai kiém gi d6 an di.”

“Em khong d61.”

“Sinead, dung di!”

“Em phai lam vi¢c.”

Travis ndm tay cd, “Thoi anh xin 15i!”

Sinead gat dau that nhanh r6i1 nhin cham cham vao mat Travis nhu nghién ctru mét tam ban do - cap
16ng may thang, hoc mat sau. “Mai gap!” c6 budng thong mot cau.

Dau dau ciing thay hoi chirng tir bo!

Trong khi dang trang di€ém dé€ di lam - tryc quay & quan Escape - Marina tua lai trong tam tri vy
Frankie muon bo hoc ro1 td1 viéc Rob bo nghe kim hoan. Cai co phong c6 ich gi? Bang nao thi anh ay
cling bo viéc roi1, xem nao... gio thanh ra c6 cap bo va1 mot DJ chuyén nghiép!

Tiép dén 1a cong doan vé mit va chai mascara, roi gia 1an da rdm niang. Tinh cho dén gid thi van
chua c6 mdt co hoi tam nang nao dé cd dugc lan da ram nang thir thiét.



Pung bao gid quing cdi gi di nhi? Cai khin hay cai 4o 14 gi day, Frankie ndi thé ndo nhi?...

Nhueng minh sé tir bo thoi trang va bdt dau nghiém tic dau tw vao héi hoa, Marina néi voi bong
minh trong guong. Thang trude co da thoi viet blog, cham dut bang hinh chil thé Bugs Bunny [2] va
hang chit bay buom - “Xin hét, cac ban 0i!” - sau khi Sinead bao vo1 c6 rang chi ¢6 bon dé hoi1 méi
viét blog.

“Ai doi lai c6 ké mudn cho toan thé giéi biét minh dang lam nhitng gi!” Sinead d3 néi nhu thé.

Nhic toi Sinead va viéc tir bo nhirng thoi quen cti, Marina moi chot nhd ra 1a ¢6 ban siéu iy cla
minh khong hé an gi suot may ngdy nay va gid c6 khi cling van cuong quyét khong dung t6i ti calorie
ndo, s¢ bi calorie giét chét.

Vay la Frankie suyt tir bo nganh hoc cua n6, Rob ciing da bo viéc, va gio thi Sinead dang bo an -
ma do lai 1d tdt ca nhitng gi nguoi ta can! ¢b nghi, to son bong 1én mdi. Chirng biéng dn oi, ¢é bon
ta day!

Xong xud1, Marina budce cach cach Xuong lau v6i doi giay cao g6t va tho mii vao phong trude, noi
Sinead dang ng01 bi bao vay gitra dbng giay A4. “Ti nira c6 mudn dén Escape khong?” Marina hoi,
nghi bung biét ddu minh s& nhdi dugc mdt mau pizza vao cd hong hep ti ctia c6 ban.

“Chua biét,” Sinead n6i, khong thém ngang mit 1én.

Marina biét khong nén nai €p chuyén nay, “OK, tam biét nhé!”

C6 dam sam vao Frankie trén 16i di trude nha. “Rob bo viée r6i,” ¢o hap tap théng bao. “Sinead
dang 6m o gay mon di kia kia. Tao mudn ro6i. Ti nira gdp lai nhé.”

Sinead ngudc 1€n khoi ddm mau thiét ké ctia minh khi Frankie xong xdc lao vao phong, quang cai
g10 xach xudng. Sau tran cai nhau voi Travis, Sinead cam thay minh nhu dan xa ro1 va tach biét véi
moi thtr xung quanh.

“Thé nio roi?” Frankie hoi, tha ngudi danh phich xudng xd-pha.

“Me Daniella vira md1 goi,” Sinead dap. “Coé thé me s& xin cho chi 1am viéc trong hé¢ vo1 Emanuel
Ungaro ¢ Milan.”

“ Wow ! Hay qua nhi!” Frankie thém khat biét bao mot co hoi nhur thé. C6 ké dau vao mot cai gi.
Sinead nhin vai, “Em biét ¢iy. Me chi quen rat nhiéu ngudi.”

“U, v6i moi nha tao miu & chau Au!” Frankie thd dai. Co rat mé phong cach ctia Ungaro - mdt su
thtra thai kiéu Y va ludn cham chut cho cac chi tiét hao nhoang,

“Hoac Prada,” Sinead thém. “Me Daniella bao tuy chi lya chon.”

Frankie vo 1am mdt ¢t nén ge, “Phat bénh mat thdi. Thé gidi thoi trang 1a ctia Sinead Harcourt, vay
ma sao cO nang chang sung sudng teo nao!”

“O, rat tiec,” Sinead c6 nhéch moéi. “Ly ra chi phai to ra biét on hon mdi dtng chir nhi?”

“U... ut!” Frankie ngé)i théng Ién. “Ma nay, em rat mudn dugce 1am viéc v4i nha thiét ké Sophia
Kokosalaki d€ hoc hdi kinh nghiém. Khong biét bac Daniella co thé...”

Sinead gat dau, “Pé chi hoi me cho.”



“Camon chi.”

“Co gi dau!” Sinead léy lam ngac nhién vi lya chon ctua Frankie. Co ban‘ ndy van lu,6n dét, minh
ngang hang vo1 Marni hay John Galliano [3] - ding la 16 ngé hon ca thién than giang the. “Thé viéc
gap c6 Claudia sao r61?”

Frankie gio ngon tay céi lén, “ S6 ddch . Bon minh ctr thé ma lam.”

“Puoc 4?” Sinead cudi toe toét. “Thé bon minh s& dugc danh gia chung hay riéng?”

“Chung!”

“Hét y! Thé chinh xac 1a ¢6 Claudia d néi gi?”

“Noi tir truée dén gior chura ai lam thé ca. Nhung tir gio' dén dau tudn t6i ¢6 dy can xem nhimg méau
thiét ké cung vad1 mot bai thuyét trinh chi ti€t, coi tai sao bon minh lai mu6n lam vay.”

Ngoi xép bang dudi san bén canh Sinead, Frankie bt dau b6i ddng ban phéac thao de lung tung du6i
tham. “Em thich cai nay,” c¢6 nang nhan xét, chon mot mau vé vong qua vai va ru xudng canh tay tua
mot dai rua diéu da. “Em c6 thé thiét ké kiéu vong deo canh tay bat dau tir trén cui trd va s& gip miu
hoa vin ctia chi doc theo xuwong don. Travis co gitr 101 hira chyp hinh khong day?”

Vira nhic dén cai tén éy Sinead da 13p tirc cau may, “Bon nay dang chién tranh lanh,” ¢6 thi nhan.
“Tr bao gio?”
“Céch day chimng hai tiéng.”

Frankie da qua nham véi cudc tinh nong lanh cua Sinead va Travis. Ma Travis lai 1a ban than cua
c0O. “Khong hé gi. B€ em 1o,” c6 htra. “Néu hai dlra minh quyét dinh nhanh thi em s€ thiét ké va ché
xong mon gi do vao cd gio nay tuan sau. Sau d6 minh ¢6 thé chyp hinh dugc r61.”

Sinead gat dau, “Minh phai lam chung cudi tuan nay mé1 duoc. Thir Bay duoc khong?”
: ) g y : y duc g
“Tiéc qua, khong duoc,” Frankie lac dau. “Em ban mdt s6 1am mau roi.”
“0 dau?”
“Khong biét nitra,” Frankie kiém tra tin nhan vira nhin tr hang Bed-Head. C6 doc mau tin mot 1an
\ \ 14 \ ’
101 hai 1an. “Paris!” c6 thd doc. “Tro1 o1, hdi ndy em khong doc doan nay!”
“Frankie s€ d1 Paris day,” Sinead thong bao vd1 Marina trong lic tam ngoi khach & Escape.

Sinead di vao thanh phd dé lanh mit Travis, anh chang ctr doi tin nhin subt budi toi, doi néi
chuyén. Mai noi - ¢6 da nhan lai nhu thé trudce khi linh ra ngoai bang cua sau, co y tranh di ngang ngoi
nha nhin ra quang truong cua Travis.

“Trong may khiép qua di mat,” Marina di bao véi Sinead nhu vay khi thiy c6 ngoi trén chiéc ghé
cao bén quay va goi mot chai nudc ¢ ga. Sinead co thé bién tir mot ¢6 nang ngay tho vai do6i mat lap
lanh thanh mot ké dai bai chi trong tich tic. Va dich thi 13 viéc nhin n cang khién co thé tham hon.
“May lam tao lo qud,” Marina thém.

Sinead lac dau, “Pay khoe ma.”

“Paris a?” Marina hoi, bong phat hién ra Travis va Rob dd vao quan tir hoi nao.



“Trong hai muoi bon tiéng, 1am mau. Mot c¢6 ngudi miu van hay xuat hién trén nhirng tap chi ctia
Bed-Head da phai hity budi trinh dién nay, thé la Frankie lai gdp may.”

“Paris!” Marina xuyt xoa. Paris muia xuin - nhiing quan ca phé dudng phd ruc ning, dong buém
xu0i dong song Seine, anh trang va am nhac... “Rob, chirng nao giau va ndi tiéng, anh c6 dua em tdi
Paris khong?” ¢6 goi1 vong 1én.

Sinead quay dau lai va chot thiy Travis, nhung di qua mudn dé chudn di. “O,” c6 lang ling noi,
cam thay bung minh thoét lai.

“Q,” anh chang dép.

Marina 16i Rob qua mot bén dé cho Travis va Sinead noi chuyén riéng. “Em 10 cho n6 qua,”
Marina nhic lai. “Frankie bao né chang chiu dn udng gi ca. Trong nd 6m yéu hét strc.’

Rob liéc doc theo quay bar, “C6 nang liic ndo ma cha manh mai thé.”

“Stress nang d6,” Marina khang khang, dua cho Rob mdt chai bia. “Pa thé Travis lai con nhr:ing
nhang quay phim n6 tung gidy tirng giay.”

“Travis bao 1a thdi vu d6 roi ma,” liéc nhin dong hd deo tay, Rob bdo c6 viéc phai di ngay. Anh

noc can chai bia r61 chom qua quay hon Marina, “Can phai gdp mdt 6ng c6 lién quan dén mot con
cho.”

“La sao?”
Anh chang cuo1 toe toét, “S€ ndi1 voi em sau... khi nao c6 két qua.”
“Cam on anh!” hon dap lai xong, Marina quay ra phuc vu mot vi khach khac.

',’

“Nhin nay, khong hé c6 camera!

CoO.

Travis bao Sinead. Anh chang ng6i trén mot cai ghé cao bén canh

Sinead gat dau. VAn con cai rao chin quai di ngdn cach co voi thé gidi - tra hd nhu thir thiy tinh da
dugec to1 luyén, vo hinh nhung khong sao pha v& noi.

“Em khée khong?”

Lai mQt cai gat dau nita. Sau d6 cam xuc dot nhién dang trao, nhu thé ¢ sép oa khoc dén noi.
Nhung nhu thé thi that ngde. Co ¢6 kim nudc mat lai.

“Noi chuyén voi anh di,” Travis thi tham, chém L qua nam tay Sinead. Long Travis qudn dau khi thay
¢ ngdi trén chiéc ghé nhu mot con chim bang glay, chi con doi mit mé to va ndi bo vo vdy quanh.
Sinead khong bao gid kém xinh dep di trong mat anh chang - chi bi hiém va kho hiéu hon thoi. Ma
cling phai, 1& ra Travis nén hoi ¥ kién ¢6 vé vu quay phim thyc té, va nén ton trong sy riéng tu cta co.

Sinead nhép mot ngum nude, “Em mét!”

“Vé nha v6i anh di.”

Sinead dé Travis diu xudng khoi chiéc ghé cao. Nhung vira mdi ding duoc chimg mot gidy thi dau
¢ ¢o bat dau quay cudng,

O bén quiy, Marina thiy Sinead d6 vé phia sau. “Travis!” ¢ bao dong.

Sinead thdy nhitng cai chai 16a choa trén ké dang sau quiy bién thanh nhitng ling kinh mau hong



ngoc va ho phach quai dan. C6 voi chup lay cai mép quiy 1am biang da hoa cuong. Rdi dau goi nhu
vang di dau mat, c¢6 xudi xudng san.

Sau khi udng vai ngum nuéc va dugc mot sinh vién y khoa ngdi gin d6 chim séc, Sinead nhanh
chong guong day duoc.

“Em 4n 1an cudi cung 12 khi nd0?”” anh sinh vién y khoa d6 hoi.

Sinead 16 do ngd quanh can ph(‘)ng ti teo danh cho nhan vién canh buéng \%S sin~h ntr. C6‘th§y mot
guong mat la dang nd1 vo1 minh, va dang sau anh nay la Travis cung Marina. “Xin 161!” co théu thao.

“Cach day bao 1au?” anh sinh vién hoi lai.

“Bira sang!” c¢6 dd dn mdt qua trimg ludc, nhung tir luc d6 dén gio thi chang dung dén thtr gi nira.

Anh sinh vién y khoa lac dau. “Co ay xiu, cling c6 nghia 1a co thé dang thiéu nang luong,” anh ta
bao Travis. “Co ay la ban gai ctia caua?”

Travis gat dau, cam thay toi 16i vo cung.

“DPua c6 ay di an di,” anh sinh vién khuyén trude khi roi khoi. “Néu khong thi thé nao c6 ay cling
phai di gdp bac si day.”

“Em khoe ma!” Sinead budng binh, c6 hét sttc dé dirng 1én. “Cha lam sao hét!”

“C0 ¢ dién thoai, Marina!” ngudi quan ly tho dau qua ctra, goi.

“Nh¢ cham s6c n6 day,” Marina bao Travis roi di nhan dién thoai.

“Marina, me day!”

C6 lay ngon tay an vao tai dé loc bt ti€ng 6n trong quan. “Chao me!”

“Me xin 16i vi dd quay ray khi con dang 1am viéc thé nay.”

Me Marina van thudng goi mot tuan mot 1an, vao chiéu Chu nhat, héi tham con-khoe-khong, co-can-
thém-tién-khong. Ba chua bao gio goi t&i1 cho lam cua ¢d. “Co chuyén gi vay me?” Marina hoi.

“Khong c6 gi. Bung lo. Nhung me nghi con nén biét thi t6t hon.”

Giong me nghe c6 vé lang tranh ky ky. Cha , han 1a nghiém trong day - mot can bénh, mot tai nan,
hay b6 bé di. Chang hiéu sao Marina lai khong muon nghe, “Mg, con dang ban!”

“O, xin 1061 con yéu. Nhung con can biét diéu nay... me¢ da c6 goi cho bo con nhung khéng thay bo
bat may.”

“Y me 1a sao, bd dang & dau?”
“Pang ¢ Ty Phi, 1am tu vin cho mdt cong ty cip nudc & d6. B bay hom thir Hai.”

A, chi la céng viéc. Thé thi cha c6 gi nguy cdp. B ¢6 van thuong di cong tac khip thé gioi.
“Nhung c6 chuyén gi vay me? Dién thoai cuia bo bi hong a?”

“Um, bd con khong tra 151, cho nén me d goi cho sép cuia bd. Ho da thir lién lac nhung ciing chang
nhan dugc hoi dap.”

“O!” dau 6¢c Marina kéu 10t rot roi trong rong. CO ching biét phai ndi gi.



“Con van nghe day chir?” me ¢ héi. “Con yéu, ciing ching c6 gi dang lo dau. Me chi nghi 13 con
nén biét thoi.”

Marina cang tai ra ma nghe gitra nhitng tleng nhac inh tai nhirc 6¢ phat ra tir dan loa. B6 ¢o dang &
chau Phi va bi mit lién lac. “Y me 13 bd bi mit tich a2”

“Khong, khong phai!” me ¢ trdn an. “Khong phai thé dau. Sép ctia bd con da lién lac voi Pai st
quan Anh ¢ bén d6. Ho s€ do tim tin tirc cua bd va nhén b lién lac véi minh. Chéc 1a do truc tric k¥
thuat, mat tin hiéu, dat song truyén thong gi déy, ho s€ sém tim ra nguyén nhan théi. Mg s€ bao cho con
biét ngay khi ho c6 tin ctia bd.”

Bo mat tich. Bo mat tich, o dau do trong vung chién su, noi co bom no, coé nguoi bi ban chét. Do
chinh 1a di€u me ¢6 muon thong bao. “DPugc rdi, me, cdm on me,” Marina noi.

“Nhung ma con dirng lo ling gi day nhé.”

“Me ¢6 mudn con vé nha khong?”” c6 hoi, nhu mdt sy vot vat mudon mang,
“Khong. Tat nhién 1a khong! Con ctr & lai trudong. Nghe khong con?”
“Vang!”

“Me gac may day, Marina. Mg s€ goi lai cho con ngay khi ¢6 tin.”
“Vang, chao me.”

Dién thoai tat. Tiéng nhac chat chia lung bung trong dau co.

[1] Ngudi chinh nhac - ND.

[2] Chu thé Bugs Bunny, ra do1 nam 1940, trong cac loat phim hoat hinh The Looney Tunes, Merrje
Melodies... cia hang Warner Bros. Nay chu tr¢ thanh linh vat cua hang nay. Tén chu cling dugc khac
trén mdt ngd1 sao ¢ dai 10 Hollywood - ND.

131 Hai nha thiét ké thoi trang hang dau, ciing 12 hai nhan hiéu thoi trang ndi tiéng ctia Y - ND.



“Rob dau roi?” vao sang thir Sau, trudc khi di Paris, Frankie dam bd vao phong k¥ thuat ciia trudng
va va sam vao Lee Wright. “Oi thoi chét, em quén mat... Rob nghi r61 ma!”

Lee khong kip tranh ci va cham toc do cao cua Frankie. Anh chang cuoi tit khi gid xach cua
Frankie ro1 yp xudng va do6 dac bén trong vang toe ra san. Hai ngudi cung nhau ctru vot dam lugce chai
toc, dién thoai di dong, hd chiéu va tién xu.

“Cam on anh!” Frankie 1i nhi, bo 16m com trén san. “Em can mdt cai kep nhé xiu. Rob cat no trong
ngdn keo thi phai.”

Lee thay nhitng dong xu cudi ciing vao gid xach cta Frankie roi luc tim, “Phai cai nay khéng?”

“Cam on. Ma anh cuoi céi gi vay?” co cat van.

“Anh ¢ cudi gi dau. Tam biét em, Frankie!” Lee thung thinh di khoi va tat qua dau kia phan xudng,
tan gau vo1 Suzy Atkins, nit sinh vién thoi trang lam chuyén nam hai.

C6 gi ma cuoi chir? Frankie tw hoi. Co dung kim dé siét chit miu ndi cta miu vong deo canh tay
ma c6 dang thiét ké trong du an 1am chung vé1 Sinead.

“Day mo1 chi la y twong so bo thoi,” Frankie giai thich, dua cai vong deo canh tay cho Sinead ¢
thu vién lau trén cung. “Em dé n6 ¢ day cho chi nhé?”

“U'” Sinead da vao trudng tir sém va dang mdy mo tim thém nhitng miu vé trén co thé. Co6 ngude
1én nhin Frankie, “Em khong nén d1 Paris thi hon.”

“Cho em mot co hoi di ma! Em s€ bay t¢1 san bay Charles de Gaulle luc ba gio chiéq nay,” Frankie
khoai nhirng &m thanh nay qua chung: Em bay... toi san bay Charles de Gaulle! C6 udn cho cau noi
ay cudn quanh dau ludi.

“Thé thi bién di!” Sinead thd dai. “Nhé chup hinh déy. Chi mé Paris dién Ién duogc!”

“Puong nhién r6i, ai chang mé! Thap Eiffel. Nha thd Pirc Ba. Nhitng chang trai vam v& dudi 16p
a0 thun soc trang xanh va mii néi. Piang vay khong?”

“Ui troi!” Sinead giéu cot. “Choi cho di doi vao di!”

“Chac roi!” Frankie dap, phong u di.

Mot gio sau d6, khi da tiép thu xong nhitng phan viéc chi tiét phai 1am tir ¢6 tiép tan khinh khinh tai
tru s& Bed-Head, tranh thi udng mdt chut ca phé stra & quan Costa, Frankie td1 1am thi tuc tai san bay.

Thanh thyc ma noi, c6 nghi khi ngdi & phong chd, minh qud vui swéng vi dwoc téch di trong vong
hai muoi bén tiéng.

Mot chang trai ng01 & ghé d6i dién - da sam néu, co bap cuon cudn, toc dai chay nang ) sang dan
mit vao chiéc quan sodc hippi hoi tré lung, so mi tring ngin ciin va doi gidy dé xudng boc vai to su
cua Frankie.

Co 10 tit anh ta. Ap lyc, dp luc qua! cd mai suy nghi. Tai ngo1 nha noi quang truong Walgrave,
Sinead chic dang lo sbt vo vé cudc trién 1dm cubi nim, vé moi tinh v6i Travis, vé trong luong co thé



- n6i chung 1a dang r6i nhu to vo.

“Quy khéch chuyén bay BA di Paris, sdn bay Charles de Gaulle, vui 1ong vao cong s6 21 dé bat dau
1én may bay!”

Frankie tim ldy m& d6 dac cta minh. Gio thi lai dén lwot Marina t6i nghiép! ¢ mién man. That
kho ma biét dugc lic nao Marina gap ric roi - Marina thuong khong boc 10 qua nét mat, qua cu chi,
hay qua ngon ngit nhu kiéu Sinead - tuy cd ban da ti t& cho Frankie nghe chuyén b minh bi mat lién
lac, nhung sau do6 lai nhiin vai bao rrfmg déy chi 1a tinh trang tam thot, thé thoi.

“Tao dam c4 1a... me chiang mudn tao vé nha,” Marina d3 thd 16 nhu vay khi ngdi bén mép giudng
Frankie dém qua.

“Chéc tai bac ay biét chi con nhiéu viéc phai lam,” Frankie bao.

Nhung Marina 1ic dau, “Khéng phai thé. Quan diém giai quyét kho khin ctia me tao 1a khong cho
con cai dinh vao. Me nghi hai chi em tao khong thé xtr tri dugc, nhu thé bon tao 1a 11 tré 1én ndm.”

San da, hai nguoi noi x4u cac ba me mét uc.

“Me Sinead ludn cu xtr v&i nd nhu chi em - 16i nd vao tt tan tit nhitng chuyén xay ra trong cudc
sOng cua ba ay,” Marina m¢ man.

“0, nhung em cha thich thé,” Frankie nhin théy ba Daniella Harcourt am hiéu thoi trang va cuc
sanh di¢éu, nhung cach cu xtr cua ba lai khong phai 1a di€u ma nhitng dra con van trong chd ¢ me
minh. V&1 ngudi phu nit ay, tai wong hay khing hoang dudong nhu luén chuc cho.

Marina git dau, “Me tao thi khac hin - phai moi méc mii me méi ‘nha’ thong tin ra. Clr nhu nin
mau tir tang da khong bang.”

“Me em nam dau d6 gitra hai cuc éy,” Frankie két luin, suc nhG ra minh thAm chi con chua c6 thoi
gian goi dién ké cho me nghe vé chuyén di chup hinh mau nay.

Con dang di Paris - ¢6 giri tin nhan roi tat dién thoai, budc 1én may bay.

Anh chang c6 nudc da sdm day ba 16 vao khoang hanh 1y phia trén dau roi nhét khéi co bap vao chd
ngo1 bén canh Frankie.

Khéng c6 tin tire gi cd. Marina kiém tra tin nhin trong dién thoai trudce khi vao phong v&. Chiéu
nay khong c6 gi¢o hoc chinh thirc nhung c6 muon vé ndt birc tranh mau phan da khéi cong hoi dau tuan.

Khéng c6 tin gi nghia la moi thir van binh thwong, ngoai trir truong hop dién thoai ciia bé bi
mdt song tai mot dat nuwoc bdt on, nhung nhuc bon khung bo va lii cuong tin, chua ké dich chdu
chdu nhu trong Kinh Thdanh da tung noi.

“Em c6 biét tic phdm cua Lucien Freud khong?” thdy Jack Irvine chang biét tir dau hién ra, thinh
linh cat tiéng hoi.

Marina doan rang thay sudt doi chi dién toan loai quan rong thung thinh, viy mau v& nhoe nhoét va
cai 4o thun cli k. B0 rau quai non mau xam cua thay dugce diém xuyét thém vai soc mau hoang tho va
xanh tham. “Da khong,” c6 dap, nhat mot cay co cham mau nau den cua dat sét nung va chuan b1 phac
nén cho burc tranh minh sap vé.

“Em nén xem tranh cua 6ng ay,” thay Jack noi. “Ong 4y thuong chim chit dén timg chi tiét va diém



nhan dam da ma thay tin 1a em s& thich.”

“Lucien Freud... Co ho hang gi v6o1 Sigmund [1] khong thay?” Marina hoi, Van theo mach chuyén
phlem Thay Jack sudt ngay chi biét lam viéc va 1am viéc. Sao thay khong thé téu tao hoic xi giao vé
thoi tiét ndy no 1ay mot 1an co chu?

“0, chéc 1a ¢6.”

Buwc minh qua di mdt , Marina nghi. Thdy ditng c¢é ngé qua vai em nhiw chii lin cdu kinh trong
truyén Bach Tuyét va bay Chi Lun chur. Hé-ho, hé-ho, chung ta di lam nao!

Thay Jack sdm soi nhitng nét Marina vira v& xong. “Thiy nghi em nén chuyén qua My thuat,” thay
thi thao. “Nhung trudc tién em can thu thap ho so dé hop thirc hoda cai da.”

Marina trd mat nhin thay, “Em s& suy nghi vé ¥ kién nay!” co noi.

“Bon minh né1 chuyén duoc khong?”” Travis héi Sinead.

Anh chang ling xing t6i nha cb sau gid' tan hoc dé xem c6 thé ndo sau cu bat tinh nhan sy hdi toi
qua.

“Anh c6 mang theo cai may quay khong?”’

“Khong.”

“Thé thi n6i.”

Sinead ngii nuéng mii cho dén khi Marina va Frankie da di hoc ca. Vira budc ra khoi giuong, viée
dau tién co6 1am la nhdy ngay 1€n cai can. Tuyét - c6 da ngdt thém gan nira ky 10.

Travis don dep xap gidy phac thao cua Sinead rdi tot 1én ngdi sat c¢o trén xo6-pha. “Ti nita bon minh
vao pho nhé?”

Sinead hit mot hoi that sau, “Em khong biét. Em khéng con tAm tri di dau vao lic ndy. Pang toi mat
to1 mii day.”

Bdng c6 nhé ra hdm nay 1a thir Sau, thé ma c6 lai lanh ling trudc dé nghi cta nguoi yéu. “OK, thé
anh muon di dau?” c6 noi.

Travis dap ngay, “Minh t&1 mot quan an Thai, sau d6 nhip bon voi Rob va Marina.” Nhung vira
budng tir “an” ra khoi miéng, anh chang bat thin nhin ra tir ndy c6 thé day Sinead téi mot tran tuyét 16
nhitng 1y do tir chéi - Khéng cé thoi gian. Em khéng thich mén Thdi. Em an roi, cam on anh. - ma
trong s6 nhitng 1y do d6, chang c6 1y do nao dung su that.

Nhung “Em khong d6i!”, Sinead chi néi gon 1on thé.

Ngay tirc khic Travis doi dé tai, “Thé em va Frankie dinh khi nio chup hinh dé trién 1am?”

Sinead hon mot cai 1én ma Travis vi da budng cd khoi cai moc cdu an udng, “C6 18 thir Tu hay tha
Nim tuan sau.” Téi lac d6 c6 nhdm minh s& ng6t thém duoc nira ky hay mot ky, vy thi camera s¢

ching c6 co hoi ma bap tring nhitng chd phi nén kho coi. Va dudng nét co thé cb s& rat dn dén cho ma
Xem.

“Peé anh chon phim va chuan bi anh sdng phong chup,” Travis hira, xan vao mong nhan mot ny hon
“chat lugng” hon.



Khi hai ngudi 4p sat hon, d6i mit niu nhat cua Sinead nhoa di, miéng co6 mém mai va lan da ém nhu
nhung. Tro1 o1, Travis khong thé cudng lai duoc, anh da yéu co that roi.

Tai san bay Charles de Gaulle, vira xuéng khoi may bay, Frankie budc qua con duong trai nhya va
tién vao mang ludi bang chuyen thap nién sau muoi, co di that nhanh dé kip vé khach san truéc khi
troi toi. C6 nhay 1én mot chuyen tdu vao ndi 6 Paris, dé roi chot nhan ra anh chang toc vang vam v&
v6i cai ba 16 cang phong van to to bam sat got minh.

Anh ta dtng ngay canh Frankie trong toa tau lac lu. “Anh di theo t6i day a?” c6 néi bang giong cong
t0 vién budc to1.

“Gi4 nhu em mudn vay,” giong dan gdc Uc, ma ciing c6 thé 1a dan xtr Kiwi, traim duc, c6 nu cudi
am ap di kem.

“Anh 1am gi ¢ Paris?’ Frankie hoi, ngit ngdy trong nu cudi ay.

“Chi quéa canh thoi. Anh dang trén dudng toi Rome dé thim em trai. Con em?”

Poan tau xinh xich di qua ving ngoai 6 thanh phd - xdm xit va lup xup, bao phu day graffiti nhu bat
ky thanh phd nao khac. “Lam viéc,” Frankie dap. Khach san cta ¢6 ndm & Montmartre. Budi chup hinh
bat dau luc sau rudi sang hom sau trén nhitng bac thang nha thd Sacré Coeur.

“Nhung ma trong em nhu chua dén tudi lam viéc ay. Chac em la sinh vién tu do, khong thudc luc
. . . 9 " “
lu’qng lao déﬂg vi dal toan cau.”

“Em lam ban tho1 gian,” ¢6 giai thich khi xe Itra lich xich dung lai & Gare du Nord.
“Em lam gi?”” anh chang deo ba 16 vai u thit bap lai hoi.

Frankie tom ldy cai gid xach dang naim dudi san va lang qua vai. Cira xe lira truot mo. “Anh sé
chang tin dau!” ¢ cuo1 twoi roi, nghi bung rang udng mot tach ca phé Espresso v4i anh ta, bang nhirng
cai tach hat mit mau xanh 14 cAy vién vang, trude khi 1am thi tuc & khach san ciing dau phai 13 ¥ toi.

Rob gd ctra phong hinh hoa, “Anh vao dugc khong?” anh noi to véi Marina qua khung kinh nho.

Marina gt dau. “Tiéc qua... cha c6 ngudi mau nuy cho anh 16 con mit choi,” c6 bao anh.

“V& van!” anh buoc td1 dang sau ¢6 va chiém ngudng tdc pham co6 dang ve, “ Woa ,... Heét y!”

Co lui khoi gia ve, “Anh 1o khéo ninh.”

“Khong, anh n6i1 that ma. Long nd vao khung ma dem ban di. Roi thi 1ay tién &y ma sam stra cho anh,
cho anh mac kiéu...”

“... kiéu ma anh van hay mic chir gi!” c6 cudi. “Nhin anh kia! Cha c6 teo nao goi 1a phong cach
hét!” bat m¢ co v€ xudng, Marina doa s€ in nhitng ngén tay lem luéc vao mat Rob.

Rob nhin xuéng chiéc 40 jacket da som vet ctia minh, “Y em la sao? Anh s& theo dudi Boho-chic [2]
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dén cung day nhe!
“Quai x¢€ dich thu dang gom thi c6.”
“Hay James Dean noi-loan-v6-duyén-c6.”

“Hoic B gia Marlon Brando trén dat cang,” ca hai li¢t ké mot loat nhitng by phim ho wa thich cua
thap nién ndm muoi.



“Bon minh di thoi!” Rob nim tay Marina va 16i tudt co ra khoi phong v&. Anh ngoai ra sau nhin
nguoi yéu dang dau bu toc ro1, quan 4o xué xoa, lem nhem mau ve.

“Em khac nhiéu so v&i hdi bon minh méi quen nhau,” Rob bao co.

“Tbt hon hay xdu di?” Marina da biét tong cau tra 101, nhung du sao cling ha 1ong ha da khi dugc
nghe chinh miéng Rob noi ra.

“Lai day nao,” Rob noi khé, quay han nguoi lai va 6m chat 1dy c6. “Tét nhat. Anh da ké v6i em 1a
anh di gap mot ong & dai phat thanh dia phuwong chua nhi?”

“Cai ong c6 lién quan dén con cho ay ha?” ¢d nhd lai, ddm dudi trong cam xtic va mui 4o jacket ctia
Rob.

“Vé mdt chuong trinh dém khuya trudc khi dién ra chwong trinh gidi thiéu nhitng ban nhac méi. Ong
ay 1a nha san xuat.”

Marina lui lai, do xét guong mat Rob xem anh c6 nghiém tic khong, “Nghia 1a...7”

“Anh lot vao danh sach so tuyén rdi. Em yéu oi, bon minh dn mirng di!”

Pang ¢ Paris voi mot chang Kiwi vam v& - Frankie nhin tin cho Marina truéc, xong roi nhan cho
Sinead.

“Frankie dang & Paris voi mot thing Kiwi!” Sinead théng bao cho Marina khi hai ngudi tinh co gip
nhau & Escape. P4 muoi rudi réi. Sinead va Travis da tom dugc Marina véi Rob khi hai nguoi dang
an mung trong quan ma Marina lam thém.

“Biét r6i. N6 ciing nhan tin cho tao.”

Sinead ng01 Xuong bén quay, “Pay di goi cho nd. Thang d6 tén 1a Ian. Choi bong bau duc. O nha di
c6 tin tic gi vé bé may chua?”

Marina lic dau. Du khong muon da dong toi chuyén a iy nhung dau oc c0 cu lién turong toi tinh hubng
xau nhit. Nho lai tat ca nhirng mau tin thoi sy vé& canh con tin bj bit mat, hai tay tréi giat canh khuyu,
sang dén nan doi, dong dat, dich bénh, khong thiéu thir gi... Marina ddmra lo s¢ rung ro1 tay chan.

“May goi cho me d1,” Sinead thic giuc.
“Khong dugc. Phai cho me goi thoi.”

Sinead git dau, “U, s& on thoi. Cac dng bo ba me van thudng lam thé véi con céi - ho xoan 6¢ bon
'3,

minh, khién bon minh phai lo thot ca tim. Thé r6i ho goi va bat thinh linh moi chuyén lai dau vao day!
Me Daniella van hay d61 xtr véi ¢ ki€u ay, ctr hai ngay mot 1an.

“May n6i chi phai,” Marina tan dé)ng B6 ¢6 thé nio ma cha biét tw lo cho minh. Lic nao di cong
tac chau Phi b6 chang c6 mot nguoi dan duong dia phuong di cung, nguoi nay biét tiéng ban dia, voi
lai b6 con co ca mot cong ty cap nudc da quic gia khong 16 hau thuan phia sau co ma. Thé 1a c6 d6i
de tai, “Nghe nay, Rob ¢6 co hdi dugc “ha canh’ xuéng chuong trinh ciia Jon Savage [_Lgm day. Anh
ay d4 noi chuyén véi nha san xuat rdi. Ho thich 1am. Thir Hai ndy s& phong van chinh thic.”

“Tuyét ci méo! Bao véi 130 14 khon hon thi dirng c6 quén ban cii khi tré thanh mot DJ ndi tiéng thé
gio1 day nhé!”
Sang s6m hom sau, Frankie khong an banh strng bo ma di thang 1én doi, t6i ngdi nha thd mau trang



c6 mai vom. Nhirng con dudng rai soi va nhitng quang trudng vang hoe, trir mot chiéc xe tai banh thap
dang tudi nude rot roat xudng mat duong, xit cho dudng phd sach s¢.

Dién thoai cua c6 rung 1én. M{t tin nhin m&i. M6 ra. Xem.

Cam on vé budi t6i hom qua. Tan xx

Frankie nhin lai. Cam on anh xx

Jan 12 mot anh chang d& mén - khong phtrc tap, nhin thay sao thi nguoi 1am vay. Va Frankie da nhanh
chong b1 hdp hon trude anh chang lich thiép chét nguoi nay.

Hét mot tach ca phé, roi toi hai ly rugu trong mdt quan bar mo mo bén ta ngan song Seine, Ian ké
cho Frankie nghe can k& vé minh - choi bong bau duc trong giai hang hai ¢ New Zealand ra sao, sau
do bi chan thuong ¢ chan nén danh gia tir sy nghiép thi dau nha nghé the nao. Chang hai muoi ba tudi
va song nay day mai do, tirng & Vién Pong va gior thi dang chu du dudi gdm troi chidu Au.

Frankie ciing ké véi chang rang minh dén voi nghiép ngudi mau rat tinh co, va dam mé tim 6c ctia
o 1a ché tac kim hoan, nhung gi6 ¢6 dang phai chiu ap luc tur cac gido vién hudng dan, budc phai
giao ndp san pham dé trién 1am cudi ndm trong khi c6 khong chic 13 minh sé& dat tiéu chuan.

“Ngudi ta da dit chd cho em & gan Moulin Rouge [4],” Frankie tra 101 khi Ian hoi ¢6 hién dang ta
tic ¢ dau. Li€u c6 c6 nén moi anh ta dén d6 khong?

“Anh tha bo vé d6 ciing em nhé,” Ian dé nghi.

Trén duong phd Paris budi toi muia xudn, vin tay mot anh chang dep trai, bap be thir tiéng Phap da
dugc hoc trong truong khi ca hai cung héi dudng té1 Montmartre.

Quang canh séng Seine cting v4i anh dén 1ap 1anh téa ra tir nhitng chiéc thuyén day bang dang troi
Itrng 16 dudi nhirng nhip cau trong moi lang man lam sao. Try Op tuong trang tri theo hinh anh cua nha
tho Drc Ba.

“Em c6 that khong day?” lan hoi, canh tay 6m choang qua vai Frankie, ddm dam nhin xudng dong
nudce den tham tir mot cay cau. “Hay la anh dang mo?”

Frankie cudi pha 1én. “Em 1a mdt co gai ma anh dd gip & san bay,” ¢6 nhic lan. Va c¢d quyét dinh
s& khong moi chang vé€ phong, bdi néu the, sang hom sau thé nao c6 cling s€ hoi han, va vi c6 da gap
du nhitng ga si tinh qué canh, nhu Wim, ké da Itra ¢6 hai 1an va cuo1 nhao ¢6 1a mot cd bé ngd nghéch.
Frankie va Ian hon nhau trén ngudng ctra khach san tu ting. Mot nu hon am néng dé nhd vé nhau.

Va gio 12 nhitng tin nhin.

That tuyét! Chuc em mot cudc séng t6t dep, lan.

“Phai em la Frankie McLerran khong?” mot phy nit mic 4o chong thim nudc ti bén Frankie ¢ chan
nhitng bac thang rong dan 1én Sacré Coeur. “Toi1 1a Nina, stylist. Chung to1 can trang diém cho em
ngay bay gi0.”

Frankie nhin chim cham vao guong.

Ho da phét 1én c6 mot chiéc mit na - mat thim, 16ng ‘may dam, moi nhot. Mai toc den dai cua co

duoc vén ky dudi chiéc mil Philip Treacy la lung c6 diém may cai 16ng da dleu chau Phi mau trang
Ho kéo phec-mo-tuya chiéc 40 khoac Armani khong dém vai dinh khoen, vién dang-ten ru va két da



pha 1&, véi vay xa-tanh dai mau xdm ngoc trai, r6i nhét ban chan c6 vao doi xing-dan cao got D&G
sang long lanh. S6 Con Gdi bat dau luc bay gio sang.

“P3 san sang khqu dao chura?” Nina hoi tham, c6 vé mét moi, ban gét cuc do va phoi bay dﬁy du
vé ki€u cach rap khuon. Chi ta md ctra chi€c xe tai nho.

Anh mit troi budi sang hiy con yéu 6t, nhitng bac cip da hoa cwong dan 1én nha thd an hién va hiu
hat. Frankie bat dau tao dang. Nhi€p anh gia chinh may chyp hinh.

Minh dang o Paris! Frankie ty n61 voi1 chinh minh. Minh sé [én Harpers & Queen /5] . Doi con
mong gi hon thé!

111 Sigmund Freud (1856 - 1939): béac si than kinh va tam 1y ngudi Ao, dugc coi 1a cha dé cua
nganh phan tam hoc - ND.

[2] Boho-chic la phong cach thoi trang cuc thinh nam 2004-2005, anh huong tir phuc trang ctia dan
Bohemian va hippie (khong chiu theo nhitng khudn phép xa hoi) - ND.

131 Jon Savage (1953-) 1a nha vin, nha bao, phét thanh vién... noi dinh néi dam ctia Anh qudc - ND.

[4] Quan Coi Xay G16 Do, mot quan an 6, ndi tiéng thé gi61 trén dai 10 de Clichy, Paris, do Joseph
Oller sang lap tr nam 1889 - ND.

151 Harpers & Queen: mot trong nhitng tap chi c¢6 tim anh hudng 16n nhat thé gidi trong linh vuc thoi
trang - ND.



“Cai nay chua duoc!” ¢ Claudia Brown noi va day tra lai Frankie nhitng mau thiét ké. “Em da
chuan bi nhitng cai nay trong bao 1au?”
Frankie nhun vai.

“Chéc hai gid qua!” gido vién hudng dan nguoi nho tho doan. Co bu dap cho chiéu cao khiém tén
ctia minh bang giong ndi cua mot vién thuong si va doi mat nhu: xuyén xody vao nguoi khac. “Hot ho
hét hai tap hop chung lac ngdi trén xe buyt dén truong chir gi.”

“Day mo1 chi 1a budc dau. Em con phai phat trién thém,” Frankie chong d& yéu 6t. Nguyén ky cudi
tuan vira ro1 co da bi rat kiét strc luc, mét moé1 ra roi.

“Budc dau!” c6 Claudia roi khoi ban, pham phdm budc ra hanh lang t&1 cho cai may ca phé pha
san. CO trd lai van phong véi hai tach nhya boc khoi. “Xem ra em can céai nay,” ¢6 1am bam.

Frankie nhap mot ngum ro1 hira, “HOm nay em s€ lam lai ky hon.”

“Em c6 may mo thém t6i cudi nim sau clng chéng ra hon dau,” gido vién hudng dan ché tic nit
trang chang bao gio them vong vo. “Nhirng thiét ké nay thiéu 6c tudng tuong. Chung khong c6 do tinh
nhay, cho nén chang cai thién ndi dau.”

Mot bau im ling ngat thd kéo dai. Bt chap ca phé rat ¢dm, ning luong ctia Frankie dudng nhu da
bi rut ki€t va tham hét ra ngoai qua long ban chan.

“Hbi cudi tudn roi em & dau?”

“Paris a.”

“Em lam gi & day?”

“Da, em lam mau dé 1én mot trang bao d6i ctia Harpers & Queen .”

Lai tiép tuc im ling. Bong c6 Claudia 1én tiéng, “Chic mirng em, Frankie,” giong lanh nhat, gwong
mat tinh anh cua c6 khong mot nét bi€u cam.

“Vi cai gi a?” Frankie khong mudn nghe cau tra 101, nhanh chong thu gom ddng gidy trén ban lai va
nhét tat ca vao cai tai vai jeans.

“Vi da tir bo sy nghiép day hira hen ctia mot nha thiét ké nit trang trudc khi két thic ndm hoc dau
tién.”

Oi Troi! Frankie dtmg 1én, chuan bj ra vé.

Ciap mit sic 1ém cua cd Claudia ddi theo timg dong thai cta Frankie. “Gi nita ndo?” ¢ hach hoi.

Nudc mat nong hoi ang ang noi khoe mat Frankie. C6 ¢6 cam giac minh da 1am nho nhudc sy thanh
dat vé vang cua c6 Claudia. Hon nita, chic ro1 Frankie cling s€ phai thu nhan véi Sinead rang y tudng
“lién minh” cua ca hai da that bai € ché. “Em xin 101.”

“Xin 16i? Va khong bién minh gi?”

“Khong a. C6 ndi dung. Nhitng mau nay ding 1a do bo.”



C6 Claudia d¢é Frankie ra toi ctra rdi méi lai 1én tiéng, “To6i hiéu rat rd moi chuyén, tin toi di.”

Frankie khung lai, c6 kim cho nudc mat dirng roi. Thoi, vay la cd Claudia da néi ding, va giac mo
cua Frankie da chét ngdom that ro1, nhung ngay 1ic nay c¢6 chang con hoi strc ddu ma duong dau voi
long thuong hai.

“Ngo1 xuong di!” co Claudia ra 1énh.
Nhu mdt cai may, Frankie quay trd vé chd ngdi ctia minh.

“Toi biét tai sao dao ndy em lai mit phong do nhu vay. Thir nhat 1a do anh hao quang clia nghé
nguo1 may,” co Claudia tiép. “Ké dén la do 4o tudng rang chi can vé dep bé ngoai thoi cling da du
bién em thanh mdt ngud1 dac biét nao do.”

Phai mat mot ltc 1au Frankie méi mai mai hiéu ra c6 Claudie dang néi gi va lap tirc lac dau.

“Pung thé day,” c¢6 Claudia khang dinh. “Toi khong noi 1a em vo dung, Frankie. Thudng ngudi ta
dau c6 mong chd gi hon & mot ¢c6 gai xinh dep ¢& tudi em. Nhung noi thang ra, em c6 dang dap cua
mot si€u mau, dén no1 rat khé ma khudc tir chuyén do.”

“Em lai khong nghi thé,” Frankie phan ddi. “Ho mic d6 cho em tir du t6i chan réi chia camera vao
em. Do chi 1a mot cong viéc thoi ¢b a.”

Co6 Claudia nhin xody Frankie mot luc lau, “Cai do thi con phai xem lai da, nhung t61 biét 13 em
thanh that. Va di nhién con do chuyén ti€én nong nita.”

“Da. Ding thé a.” Dé dong hoc phi, tién thué nha, tién xe buyt.
“Nhung!”
“Da... nhung!”

“Em that sy mudn lam gi? Lam cai gia treo quan 4o hay mdt nha thiét ké quan 4o - mot cai moc thy
dong dé trung bay su sang tao cuia nguoi khac a?”

Frankie lac dau, “Em can lam ngud1 mau dé kiém thém tién. Nhung di€éu em thuc sy mudn la che tac
nit trang.” Vong tay, lac deo chan, chudi hat, day that lung, trdm cai 4o, huy hiéu, nit 4o va tram cai
dau.

C6 Claudia tom ngay lay 10i 1& ctia Frankie dé tiép tuc “quay”. “Thé thi em phai 1am sao day dé can
bang gitra viéc 1am ngudi miu va viée hoc chir,” ¢6 hudn thi. “Nghe day, t0i ciing dd phai lam nhu vay
hoi bang tudi em. Toi phai vira kiém tién vira di hoc vi & qué nha t6i, bén Ao, cha t6i 1am tho stra 6-t0
va me t6i 1am cAp dudng trong mot trudng phd thong. Ho khong thé chu cp cho i theo hoc dai hoc.

“Va toi da to1 day, vira lam b01 ban vira gd cira nhitng hing danh tiéng nhu Asprey va Bulgari, ¢6
tao 4n turong voi ho bang nhitng mau thiét ké doc dao cua minh. Cudi cing t6i ciing chui lot cira sau dé
c6 duge mot chan lam tho kim cuong cho mot chuyén gia kim cuong nguoi Ha Lan, chuyén gan lai
nhitng vién da bi 16ng trén cac mon do nit trang c0; va sau do, khi sép cua toi bat dau tin cay nhirng
phan doan ctia t6i, t6i dugc cir di Angola dé tim kiém ngudn da cho nhitng miu thiét ké méi.”

Frankie lang nghe chdm chii. Tht khong thé tin dugc 1a ¢6 Claudia da di 1én tir con s6 0. Gid day,
nhirng mau thiét ké ctia cd ndi tiéng khap the gidi va co dang giang day tai mot truong dai hoc thoi
trang hang dau chau Au. “T6i nghi minh van con kém coi 1am,” ¢6 Claudia tha thyc. “T6i ciing can



phai chi tdm hon nira vao cong viéc ciia minh. Nhung em thi qua dé dao dong. Dleu do6 cling chang co
gi la. Kho khin ctia em, Frankie &, 13 1ong tu tin cia em rat dé bi stt me. Em can phai cing ran va ren
cho chinh em manh mé hon, kéo khong thi hé gd cira va bi cira dong sam trudc mat 1a em s& ton thuong

ngay.”

“Co nghi em lam thé dugc a?” Chua o1, con ra thé théng gi nita co chi - 1am nhu minh dang van xin
161 khen nggi khong bang!

C6 Claudia tac ludi mot cach thleu kién nhan Quay lai day sau hai muoi bon gid nita cung véi
mot ¥ twéng méi mé cho cudc trién 1am cudi nim,” co ra 1énh. “Sau d6 t6i s& ndi em c6 thanh cong
hay khong!”

“Em can thém khong gian!” Marina dan ting tiéng voi thay Tristan,

C6 da ton ca tleng dong ho dé 1y giai cho thdy trudng khoa hiéu tai sao khong nén nhét nhirng mau
gidy clia ¢d vao cai x6 chang ai ngd ngang kia, ma phai bay ching ra chinh gitra phong trién 1am thi
mdi xtng. Hai thay tro da tranh luan ve tAm quan trong ctia giay dep trong viéc dinh ra phong cach cho
mot bo suu tap hoan chinh, vé lich sir cua nganh giay dép, vé ban sdc truyén thong trong nhiing thiét ké
duong thoi, vé tai nghé khéo 160, va vé ca nhirng vat liéu chat luvgng cao gop phan bién cai vat mang &
chan thanh mot thr tuyét dinh, chuyén chd khat vong. Tir dau chi cudi, thay Tristan déu khéo 1éo tranh
dé cap t6i chuyén phan nan cua Marina.

Dau viy, gio ddy c6 van thang thing voi thay, “Néu khong dugc phan chd rong hon dé trung cac

'99

mau gidy thi em s& chuyén sang My thuat!
Thay Tristan kh& ho mot c4i, hinh nhur dé cb khong cudi pha 1én, “Em vira ndi gi?”
“Em s& chuyén khoa. Em khong dua ddu thay. Thay Jack Irvine bao em c6 tai!”
“Nghe nay, em phai noi 16 cho t6i hiéu moi dugc. Y em 1a thay Irvine dang rap tim cudp em khoi
khoa Thoi trang cua to1 day ha?”
“Em mudn thanh qua ctia minh duoc .cong nhan,” Marina phan bua. “Thiy tong cac mau gidy cua em

vao mit cai x6 thi khac nio thiy nghi rang em chang gidi giang gi.”

“Nhung ma, Marina oi, sinh vién nao cling mudn dugc chd rong hon, chd tot hon, thdm chi con
muon ca cai phong trung bay a ay co!” thay Tristan huo tay 1én ra khap mai dau luon song rat hop mét
ctia minh. “Tbi chi ¢6 thé cung cip cho mdi em dugc bay nhiéu thoi.”

“Vay ai quyét dinh cho Katrine Walker nhan khu trung bay ma vira budc vao phong 1a da dap ngay
vao mat tat cd moi nguoi a?”

“T6i ddy,” thay Tristan thira nhan.

Marina nhin mit, “O, thé cai gi lam cho hang dét kim cua ban 4 ay thi vi va gy cha ¥ hon giay cua
em a?” DO dan moc chi danh cho ting 16p ba ngoai théi. Em twdng ching ta dang nhim toi dang cap
cao nhat kia ma.

“Theo t61 nao!” thay Tristan ra 1énh, khé ap tai Marina doc theo hanh lang, 1€n lau va toi phan
xuong dét may. Hai thay trd budc vao mot can phong rong thénh thang, mai tran voi voi, nhitng ctra s6
cao hing t6i da anh sang ban ngy. Trén nhitng chiéc ban lam viéc kéo dai tron cian phong, vai voc
chit cao nhu ndii bén nhitng cai miy may, hop dung kim, hop dung hat nit, dng chi muén mau muén



sac. Thay Tristan din Marina t&i mot chiéc ban & goc xa. “Day chinh la nhing gi khién cho hang dét
kim tht vi!” thiy noi, nhu dé tra 101 cho cau hoi vira rdi ctia Marina.

Marina nhin tran tran vao cong-trinh-do-dang ciia Katrine. C6 mot chiéc 4o khoac dét kim ngan tay
mau vang hoa mao luong, di tiép v6i 4o len khong cd, tay dai mau xanh duong. Canh d6 13 mot cai 4o
chui dau soc gin mau tim, dung quy chuan, dep lung linh, bat cip voi cai vay vai chéo mém mai mau
s0-cO-la va xanh lam, dét tir len Kashmir pha len 16ng ctru. Toan bd nhitng thtr trén ban goi Marina
lién tudng t6i bang phdi mau clia cac hoa si - xanh duong di v6i vang nau, d6 dét, nhirg gam mau nau
tinh té di ciing cac tong mau xanh 14 cay.

“Thay chwa?” thay Tristan n6i. “Hang dét kim du phai chi danh cho nhirng ké ha 1au!”

Marina thd dai danh thugt mot cai, man mé chét liéu vai. “Chting s& cuc hop voi chudi hat 16n va
that nhiéu vong deo tay.”

“Katrine dy dinh trung bay chung trén ma-no-canh. Thé nén can phai c6 nhiéu chd méi sap dit
duogc.”

“Da, em hiéu rdi,” Marina biét ¢ tranh cii thém cting vo ich. C6 danh phai tan dung t6i da cai x0
trung bay bé bang 16 miii ma minh da dugc giao thoi.

“Khong phai t6i cho 12 em khong gioi,” thay Tristan an G Marina. “Ma that ra, toi thdy em rat co
nang lyc.”

“C6 that khong thay?” Marina khong nghi 1a thdy Tristan dang phinh pho' minh. Thay v6n di khong
thudc kiéu nguoi do.
Thay git dau, “Em di c6 nhitng tién b vuot bac trong ndm nay. Toi thich cai cach em chuyen tu su

quyén rii cua thap nién tam muoi sang phong cach truyén thong va téi sy thanh tao ¢ tiét ché ma em
dang theo dudi hién nay.”

“Vay a? Em ciing khong chic 1am. Em bam vao nhitng khuén miu co ban ctia thip nién nim muoi...
nhung lai ban khoan khong biét minh da thoi vao chung du hoi thé hién dai chua.”

“Em da lam dugc ro1 day chir. Mau sdc cua em biét hat, cling nhu mau sac cia Katrine trong nhirng
san pham nay. Em rat bi€t cach cham chit cho cac tiéu tiét.”

“Tuyét!” Marina nghiéng ngé tim dudng thoat than trong khi van dang huong thy niém vui chién
thang. Co phat hién ra Katrine dang tién vao qua khung ctra phan xuong dé ngo, séng ddi cung cd ban
than Daisy Fenwick. “Em phai di day thiy a,” Marina hip tip n6i v6i thiy Tristan.

“Hay tan dung t6i da khong gian ciia minh nhe,” thay khuyén. “Nhat dinh em s& thanh céng. Hay cho
nhitng ké canh tranh biét tay!”

“Vang a!” Marina gat dau voi Katrine va Daisy, ca hai dap lai c6 bang nhiing nu cuo1 cuc tinh
tudng,
“Nh¢ bao véi thay Jack Irvine rang em 1a hoc tro cua toi!” thay Tristan no1 vo1 theo Marina. “Rang

em c6 qua nhiéu tham vong va khong mudn chét déi trén gac-xép cung voi dbng tranh son dau!”

Travis sap dit anh sang va chinh goc chup. Anh xir 1y rat “nghé” v6i dao dong dién ra trong mot
nano gidy, nhu mot cai nhady mat thoang qua chang han, bang mot cit bam man trap kiéu xua. Bat ky mét
thir vun vat nao anh ciing 461 pho duoc hét.



“Sinead bi sao vay?” Rob d3 hoi nhu vay hoi sang, khi Travis lam chay banh mi nuéng va danh do6
ca phé noéng vao 4o.

“Co6 Tro1 moi biet dugc, anh giai,” Travis tra 161. Chung quy thi anh chang chi ho1 Sinead c6 mudn
an sang khong, thé¢ ma c6 dung dung bd vé, ro1 dam sam vao Rob dang tat tudi ra khoi nha. “Chac tai
em nhdc dén tr °‘do’.”

Long may Rob nhudng 1€n, nhung khong binh luan gi.
“Khong, khong phai nhu anh nghi dau! Y em 1a ‘d6 an’ chir khong phai “dd bay ba’[1].”
Rob chop 1ay khiic banh mi nudng to twdng ctia Travis va phét bo véi mit cam 1én. “La sao?”

“La d6-an. Sinead bi am anh boi thuc pham. Co6 Ay nhat quyét khéng dong dén thir gi chtra trén
muoi calorie.”

“Tro1, vay thi tiéu mat chir con gi!”
Travis gat dau, “Keé hoach cua c6 ay ma.”

Nhung thue ra, con lau Travis moi hiéu ndi. Vira chinh anh sang va lap gia ba chan trong phong
chup anh, anh vira cd vat 6c xem lam sao mdt co gai 16ng 1ay nhu Sinead lai tin rang minh can phai
chinh trang nhan sic thém nita. “Hay nhin vao gwong ma xem, em yéu,” Travis dd n6i voi Sinead nhu
thé. “Em qué dep r6i con gi!”

Nhung ¢6 lai bao rang minh chi thiy c6 thit nhdo va bap dui to théi. Co ghét phai nhin thiy dién
mao minh.

“Em dién that rdi,” Travis mudn noi thé, nhung néu lam vay thi e 1a s€ déy Sinead vao mot con rdi
loan than kinh khac. C6 biét r0 1a minh rat giong me - do 1a gien di truyén. Va c6 cling thira biét, roi
day minh s€ tréd nén bat an va u dot, hét nhu ba Daniella.

“E nay!” Sinead bat chot 1én tiéng khi budc vao phong. “Xin 16i vi em t&i sém.”

“Ha?” Travis phan xa nhu thé 3 quén sach sanh sanh dong suy nghi nay gio. “Nay, em yéu, anh can
em dtmg & chd kia trong khi chinh d6 sang. Anh dang chuan bi sin sang cho budi chup hinh day.”

Sinead ra dung mot cach kién nhdn & chd ma Travis di chi. Trong c6 hoi tai va run ray sau khi di
bo tr quang truong Walgrave toi truong. “Em vira gap Frankie xong,” Sinead ké voi Travis. “Co
Claudia méi cho n6é mot bai. N6 phai 1am lai tir dau tat ca nhirng mau thiét ké nit trang.” Piéu d6 co
nghia 1a chuong-trinh-tuyét-thuc cta Sinead s€ keo dai thém mot hay hai ngay nira so vo1 du kién ban
dau. “Cho em ngdi xudng cai ghé kia mot gidy c6 duoc khong?”

Travis roi mat khoi cong viée ky thuat cua minh va nhan thdy vé lo mo thiéu tip trung trén guong
mit Sinead, bén lao bo di 14y cai ghé va d& c6 ngdi xudng.

“Em 6n chir?”” anh chang lo 1ang hoi.

Sinead gat ddu. DBé danh chéch hudng cha ¥, ¢6 voi tu yc mot ngum nude tir cai chai mang theo
trong gi10, 101 161 ra mdt xap hinh mau dé vé trén co thé dang phac hoa. “Anh, cho em may 161 nhan xét
xem nao, phai thanh that vao. Pung c6 ma xi x6n khen dep dé lay long day.”

Travis sam soi mady tam hinh, dé y cai cach ma Sinead da cham chut cho tirng nét v€ uon lugn trén
co thé ma-no-canh. “Chang thua gi hinh xdm cua nguo1 Maori,” Travis binh pham.



Um, nhung chung khong ton tai mai, ban chat cua thir nay 1a vay. Chiing chi hién htru & d6 mot luc,
roi bat dau phai dan, va cudi cung thi bién mat hoan toan. Nhung cting chinh vi the ma em thich ching
- ta s& khong bi ching bam viu mai ma c6 thé thay doi, nhu kiéu thay quan 4o ay.”

“U, anh s& chang bao gid xim minh dau,” Travis bao.

“Frankie noi no da tir bé y tudng trang men roi, bay gio né6 mudn ding da lapis lazuli cho mau nit
trang no thiét ké.”

CCDé gi?”

“Lapis lazuli - mot loai da quy mau xanh duong ruc 16, lay tir Himalaya hay d4u d6. Chang hiéu
sao loai da do lai lam em nghi dén nhirng con cong trong.”

“Nhung n6 c¢6 hop voi cai hinh ma em dinh v& trén co thé khong?”
Sinead gat dau, “Co, hop qua di ay chir. Em nghi s& ép-phé 1am day.”
“Nhd...!” Travis cit ngang.
“Nhd sao?”
“Nh& Frankie cir 1an quan suy di nghi lai mai ma khong lam gi thi sao?”
“Anh dung c6 noi go!” Sinead rén ram. Sau tat ca nhitng khing hoang voi me va gia dinh, vo1 cudc
tinh sng nang chiéu mua cung Travis, nay ¢d lai c6 nguy co phai luu ban nam nhat dai hoc chi vi

Frankie thi thit 13 tr& tréu. “Nhung anh dirng lo, em biét Frankie ma - n6 s& khong dé cho doi em di
tong dau.”

Travis cuoi phot, “Anh dang dinh dung ph1m may doan bang ma anh d quay ba dtra bon em. Rob
d3 chon nhac giup anh dé 1am nhac nén roi.”

Sinead xu1 1én, “Anh van dinh 1am céi thir day a?”

“Chi khi nio em dong y thoi. Nhung néu em khong i thi thé ndo anh ciing tiéu doi va phai hoc lai
mot nam nira.”

“The thi ¢6 gi ma ap luc!” Sinead c6 dua yéu 6t. Bo1 nao c6 muon pha hong co hdi ctia nguoi yéu,
nhung mat khac, c6 van noi dién voi cai kiéu Travis cit quay phim ma khong giai thich mot 161 vé1 bon
c0. “Cho em xem trude khi em quyét dinh dugce khong?”

“Chi xem thoi a? C6 bé 01, néu mudn, em co6 thé giup anh dyng phim nira kia!”

Sinead cuo1 16n, “Hy vong anh da chdp dugc nhitng chd dep cua em.”

“Thé em c6 ca chd xau nira a?”

“O, day nay!” ¢6 nghiéng mira khuén mat bén phai ctia minh vé phia anh. “Thay cuc mun trén mii em
khong?”

Travis cha thay gi, “Troi a, Nguoi Voil”

Sinead tung mot cu dim yéu xiu va hut mit, “Thoi di, em dang mét mudn chét day!”
“Anh yéu em,” bat thin Travis thot Ién.

“Em ciing yéu anh,” ¢6 dap. “Hay tui minh di uéng ca phé di.”



“Xem nay!” Frankie hén ha hdn ho khoe voi Marina va Sinead nhitng mau phéc hoa cudi cung. Co
da lam nhu dién sudt cd ngay hom nay dé hoan thanh nhitng mau thiét ké sé dem trung bay. “Pay 1a
vong cO bang bac va da lapis lazuli, con day la chiéc vong ma chi s€ deo ¢ bap tay, giong Cleopatra

'7’

chua!

“Tuyét!” Marina thot 1én. Nhitng mAu thiét ké ctia Frankie don gian va tao bao. Loai ¢4 mau xanh da
tro1 s€ ndi bat trén nén toc vang va lan da tai min cta Sinead.

“Tao thich su bat ddi xung,” Sinead nhan xét mﬁy ban v& mdt cach can than hon. “Théy chua, tao
biét ngay mau da nay s€ lam nén chuyén ma.”

“May dinh ding nhitng tong mau chi dao nao cho hinh v& trén co thé?” Marina to mo mudn biét.

“Cham va xanh da troi - rat nhiéu sic d6 khac nhau cua xanh da troi dam, quyén hoa vao mau tim
hoa violet,” tri trong twong cua Sinead bat dau hoat dong. Gio thi ¢6 da thay rd nhiing ¥ tuwdng cua
Frankie, c6 cling da c6 du chat li¢u dé sap x€p lai nhitng hoa van da phac thao tir trudc, thé nén cd
lién v€ ngay vao mdt sau nhitng t0 giay cua Frankie. “Tao s€ dung nhirng hinh v€ cach di€u tir chir
tuong hinh Ai Cap - chim, ran, hodc 1a nhitng con thu khac nira... thé nay, thé nay,...”

Marina gat dau, bat nép dién thoai dé doc tin nhén vira nhan duoc tir Rob.

Anh van dang chd phong van. Lio ta t6i tré.

Binh tinh. Chic may méan - ¢6 nhan lai cho Rob.

“Cai lao ¢ dai phat thanh ma Rob xin viéc t61 mudn,” Marina bao cdo vadi hai ¢6 ban. “Co khi nao
do 1a diém xau khong?”

“Sao ma xau?” Frankie hoi. C6 dang dinh lui 1én lau, vé phong riéng va thirc thiu dém dé hoan
thanh not cac mau thiét ké cuia minh, dé con trinh cho c6 Claudia vao sang hom sau.

“L3o ta 1a nha san xuat. Néu thit 1ong mudn nhan Rob vao 1am thi 130 phai dén phong van ding gio
chi?”

“Khong han,” Sinead cai. “Biét dau lao ta can mot chiéc dong hd maéi.”
“Hurm. Rob thich cong viéc nay chét di dugc.”

“Cha, em nghi anh ay s€ thanh mot tay DJ ddo dé cho ma xem,” Frankie no1 trong khi phong ram
ram 1én l1au.
“Pay cling nghi vay,” Sinead noi1, vira luc co tiéng chudng goi ctra va ¢o lién ding 1é€n. “Du gi tao
y € ay. :
cling s€ cau nguyén.”

“U. Néu thé thi thé nao anh éy cling dugc nhan vao lam viéc,” Marina cuoi toe, cd vudt ém nhitng
soi day thin kinh trong dau minh. C6 hinh dung ra Rob dang ngéi 0 dai phat thanh, dong ao jacket,
mang glay bbt va cudi mo t6 nhu muodn thud, chan phai gac 1én dau gbi trai, gd gd miy ngodn tay vao
chiéc giay theo nhip ctia mot diéu nhac ndo d6 dang tdu 1én trong dau anh.

Sinead mo ctra cho mot phy nir mac com-1€ xam dam, toc ndu mugt boi han ra phia sau gwong mat
trang diém cau ky thanh mot bui long trén dinh dau. Bén canh nguo1 phy nir la mot cau be chirng mudi

lam, rd rang la hai me con, cling song miii thang va doi mat xanh xam. “Da...?” Sinead budt miéng,
dinh ninh hai vi khach niy di tim nhdm dia chi.



“C6 Marina & day khong chau?” ngudi phu nit ay hoi.

Sinead Iui phat lai mdt budc, ngac nhién, “Da? A, c6 a. Marina, c6 khach nay!” ¢6 goi vong qua
hanh lang r61 chu6n that nhanh vao phong khach.

Tam day cudc phong van sip téi ctia Rob ra khéi tAm tri, Marina budc ra ctra. Nhung ¢6 van con
ngo ngao vi bi l6a mat va vi hai vi khach dang dirng quay lung lai phia anh sang. Phai cham mot nhip
cO6 md1 nhan ra hai nguodi, “Me! Tom!”

Sinead tir phong khach tr¢ ra va budc té1 dang sau Marina. C6 mim cuoi voi nguoi phu nir va cau
bé. Vé mit ho dugm rd nét du lo, cau bé cur lang nhang sau lung me.

“Me vao duoc khong con?”” ba Alice Kent hoi.

111 Travis noi “f” word, Rob tuong la chui bay, nhung Travis ngu y la “food-word” (van dé an
uong) - ND.



SAU
“Da, mo1 bac vao!” khda lép khoanh khic chét diéng cua cO ban, Sinead mo1 me va em trai Marina
vao phong khach. “Modi1 bac ngdi. Bac ¢ mudn udng ca phé khong a?”
“Cam on chau. Chic chau 13 Sinead day nhi?” ba Alice Kent dang cd ndi chuyén xa giao nhung nét
mat cung do do da td cdo su cang thang trong long ba. “Xin 161 vi bac da dén duong dot thé nay.”
“Khong sao dau bac a,” Sinead noi, lang lang chudn khoi phong sau khi khé bop nhanh mét cai vao
tay Marina.

“B6 dau me? Sao rd1 a?” Marina gio mdi cat tieéng. Co phai ngoi xuong dé chd nghe cai tin nay.

“Nguoi ta van chua tim dugc bd,” me ¢d bao. “Dién thoai cta bd mat song. Nha may da lién h¢ voi
chinh phu Niger va ho da dua 6ng ay vao danh sach nhitng nguo1 mat tich.”

“Mat tich!” Marina thang thét. Vay 1a chinh thtrc rdi sao. “Oi Chua oi!”

Thing em c6 ¢ cui gdm mit va nhin chong choc xudng san nha.

“Marina, nghe me no1 day!” ba Alice Kent khé nhoc tAu bai dién vin ma rd rang la da duoc luyén
tap tu trude. “Chac cling khong xau dén mirc ay dau. Tin hiéu lién lac vién thong & vung do rat kém.
Duong xa chac bi ket do dat 16, nén nhi€u lang bi ¢6 1ap. C6 thé b6 con roi vao vung thién tai khong
ghi trong bao cdo va vai ngay nira ong ay s€ lién lac lai thoi.”

“Ca phé day a!” Sinead thong bao, tai xuat hién cung voi Frankie bén canh. Bau khong khi trong
phong cang 1én nhu s¢1 day dan.

Marina nhim méit va l1ap bap d6i moi. “Mat tich,” c¢6 thin tho lap lai.

“Chi biét 1a bd con di dap xudng Niger, dd dugc mot nhin vién chinh pha va mot phu nir Ai- len
thudc t6 chirc Médecins Sans Frontiéres [1 [11d6n ¢ san bay. Nguo1 phy nir nay 6 nhiém vu dan Ong ay
to1 vung bi han han nghiém trong. Viéc cua bb con 1a tr van cho chinh phil noi iy vé mot phuong thirc
cung cap nuée tot hon.”

“Thé sau khi bd roi san bay thi sa0?” Marina mudn biét. “Co ai lién lac vo1 bo khong a?”

Me ¢b lic dau, “Khong théy b6 con go1 dién to1 tru s& theo thu tuc. Nguoi ctua t6 chirc MSF cling
chwa lién lac dugc véi nhan vién cua ho. Chinh pha Niger thi bao rang nguoi ctia ho di trd vé, nhung
ong nay noi 1a da giao mot chiée xe jeep cho bd con va ngudi phy nit, tén Kim Cosgrove, sau d6 dé ho
tur d1 vo1 nhau.”

“Hay that!” Marina lic dau, nhan tach ca phé tir tay Sinead va liéc nhin thang em dang ngdi thup
trong chi€c gh€ no1 ctra s6. Bo chinh thurc mat tich trong vung ma ngay ca nhan vién chinh phu ciing
tw choi dat chan toi. “Bay gid minh phai lam gi ha me?”

Me c6 hit sau. “Ching ta phai doi vay,” ba dut khoat. “Pung c6 hoang.”

Mit Frankie tron tron mdi khi liéc trom Sinead. Ba Alice Kent qua 1a mdt phu nir diém tinh!

“Marina, m¢ con minh khong dugc hoang!” ba Alice nhac lai. “Me da don Tom vé nha dé doi tin
tirc, nhung me mudn con tiép tuc ¢ lai day. Nam nay 1a ndm quan trong nén con khong duoc lo 1a dau.”



“Con chuyén thi cir ctia Tom thi sa0?” dau 6c Marina quay cudng. C6 mudn vé nha dé cung cho tin
trc vo1 me va em trai, nhung cling thira biét minh khong bao gio ¢6 co tranh luan dugc voi me.

“Nam sau Tom m&i thi GCSE [2]. Thay hiéu trudng ctia em con bao rang néu phai ¢ lai trudng ma
cho tin bo thi em con dé bi stress 1am, nén ho d€ nghi cho nd vé€ nha. Me¢ khong biét lam nhu thé co
dang hay khong, nhung con nghi phan con, con c6 chiu né1 khong?”

“Pé xem di me a,” Marina nhun vai bat luc. “Phai bao 1au nita ho mé&i cho ta biét tin tic?” Va
ho” la ai? “Ho”’co luu tam thdt sw dén viéc nay khong? Bo co bao gio vé nha nita khong?

“Chac ciing khong 1au dau,” ddy 1a 1an dau tién me c6 dua ra mot cdu tra 101 nude doi, va vé diém
tinh cta ba da xen lan voi nét hoang hot. Nhung ba day Iui néi s¢ hai ngay 1ap tirc va nhanh chong
ki€m soat tinh hinh, “Meg s€ bao cho con biét ngay khi nhan dugc tin.”

“Sao bac khong ¢ lai ddy voi bon chau a?” Sinead goi y. “It nhat 1a dém nay.”

“Chau chu d4o qua, cam on chau,” ba Alice dtng lén. “Vi da don Tom vé va gip duoc Marina roi
nén bac phai v€ nha ngay, phong khi co6 a1 céan lién lac.”

“Co du chd déy bac a, chau no1 that ma!”

“Thoi... cdm on chau.”

“Néu bac dut khoat vay...” Sinead chiu thua. That la khi c6 mot ngud1 me nhu ba Alice, duong dau
vo1 khing hoang tdt d§ bang cach che giau cam xtc va to ra vo cung thuc t€. Néu roi vao tinh huong
nay khong biét chirng me Daniella ctua Sinead da giat trui ca toc.

“Bac ding lo, ctr d& bon chau chim séc Marina cho,” Frankie htra, 1ti lai dé nhuong dudng cho ba
Alice va Tom budc ra ctra. “Roi ca Rob nira. Anh ay s€ lo cho chi Marina.”

Ba Alice gat dau, “Marina thdt may min vi ¢6 nhitng ngudi ban t6t nhur cac chau.” Ba khong hé nan
na dé xem Marina c¢6 On khong, chi hon phdt 1én ma ¢6 va dat Tom ra duong. “Me s& goi ngay,” ba
qua quyéet vo1 con gai.

Marina nhin me va em trai budc vao xe hoi. Co6 vay chio tam biét nhu thé moi viéc van binh
thuong, Xong c6 quay vao nha, ngdi phét xudng bac tam cap cudi cung, guc xuong va oa lén nirc nd.

“Nao, thoi nao!” Rob d6 danh, 6m Marina trong vong tay.

Frankie d3 goi cho Rob va anh tirc toc roi dai phat thanh ma khéng cho nha san xuat dén. Anh rd
may chiéc Yamaha vao quang truong Walgrave, chay hét toc luc trén 161 di by va bé bong Marina 1én
lau, vao phong co.

“Khong ngd mdt anh chang cing ran nhu Rob ma lai da cam dén thé,” Frankie dam chiéu nhin xét.

“U, anh 4y c6 thé 1am bt cir diéu gi vi Marina,” Sinead tan dong.

“Pung khoc nita,” Rob diu dang v vé Marina, dit ¢ ngdi xudng givong va lau nudc mat cho co.
“Cu nghe nhiing gi em ke trude gio thi bo em s€ tu biét 1o liéu cho ban than thdi ma.”

“Nhung nhu thé thi ich gi ndo,” ¢ that thit. “B6 khong phai 13 mot hudng dao sinh bi lac & quin
Lake dé c6 thé goi doi ctru ho cho ho lao t&1 vung niii d6 ngay. Pay 1a dang & gifta mot vung khi-ho-
co-gay!”

“Khoan di. Chinh xac thi noi d6 1a & dau nao?” dén tan bay gio Rob van chua hé nghe néi dén



Niger. “Hinh nhu d6 13 ving chién su phai khong?”
Marina lic dau, “Em khong nghi vay. Em ciing khéng biét.”

“Minh tir tir thdo g& tirng budc xem ndo. Trudc tién, cong ty ctia bd em chiang doi nao lai phai nhan
vién t6i mot noi ma nguoi ta dang ban giét va gai min day dic. Anh doan 13 b em di bi lac dudng,
ma cling c6 khi xe jeep chét may gitra sa mac. Mot hay hai ngdy nira s& c6 ngudi tim ra ho va sé& lai
lién lac dugc véi bd thoi.”

“Me bao la c6 mot phu nir Ai-len di cung bd,” Marina noéi. Trong mot thoang, c6 chot co y nghi
dién 16 la b minh véi cai ¢6 Kim Cosgrove kia da phai long nhau va cd ¥ “bién mit” & chau Phi.
Nhung rdi ¢6 lai nghi, Khdng, bé chdng ngé ngan dén mirc dy dau. Véi lai minh dang néi vé bé
minh co ma.

Mot nguoi bo co mai toc xam, mac com-1é xam, cuc ky nhay cam.

“Dung lo lang qua, em 3,” Rob dong vién, vong tay 6m siét ban gai vao 1ong, c¢b tudng twong xem
s& nhur thé nao néu vua lai xe qua vung bao cat nébng bong nhu rang, cang luc cang bi lac sau hon, vira
1am bam cau nguyén cho phép nhiém mau xay dén.

“Marina lam sao tip trung chuin bi cho cudc trién 1dm duogc khi ma b chi éy dang mét tich co
chur?” Frankie 4i ngai.

C6 va Sinead dang trén dudng dén trudng vao sang som hom sau. Mot ngay tuyét dep. Néng vang
ruc r&. Trén quang trudng, nhitng canh hoa mau hong tir hang cay tré bong rung xudng 14 ta tya nhitng
chum cong-phét-ti.

Sinead dong ¥, “Ma d6 mé6i that su 1a diéu nd can lam lic ndy. A ma chimg ndo em gip co
Claudia?”

“Chin rudi. Oi chét, em tré mat!” Frankie liéc nhin dong ho deo tay va co gio chay trén dudng
Nugent. “Ti nira gap chi sau nhe!” ¢6 hét to.

“0, & quan ca phé, luc muoi mot gio!” Sinead khong chiu thira nhan rang minh chang con hoi stc
dau dé chay dua v6i Frankie, thay vao do, co gia vo dung lai trudc cua s6 phong tranh Myers, chiém

ngudng nhitng birc tranh giam gid hai muoi phan tram cho sinh vién. R6i ¢ ngdi xubng mot biang ghé
& mot tram xe buyt, 1dy dién thoai ra, chon s6 ctia me va goi, “Chao me, con dy.”

“Con yéu. Nghe giong con, me vul qua, nhung me dang ban kinh khing.”
y . S . :

“Xin 16i me. Nhung viéc ndy quan trong lam me a.”

Sau mdt thoang im lang, me cd 1én tiéng, “Me co viéc vao lac muoi gid, nhung me s€ danh cho con
vai phut. Noi di, con gai.”

“Me, cai nguoi lam & bd Ngoai giao ma me quen 1a ai thé ha me?” Sinead hdi. “Cai dng van ha

, > Ngoai giao ma me . y

tang mGt hop rugu vao ngay sinh nhat me ay.”

“Con hoi gi la vay! Me ma biét ai & by Ngoai giao!” ba Daniella chang hiéu dau cua tai nheo gi.
“A, ¥ con mudn nhac td1 James Craven chir gi! Ong ay dé mén lam! The nao, sao con lai hoi vé ong
éy' 2

“Ong ay co6 1a sép to khong me?”



“Cyc ky to, con yéu, ctr nghi t&i tudi tré bi phi hodi ctia bon me ma xem. Ong ay 1a thu ky thuong
truc. Nghe nay, Jamie Craven kinh mén ctia me thi c6 lién quan gi ha con gai?”

Sinead biét thoi gian danh cho minh sip hét. C6 hinh dung me dang nhdn nhac liéc nhin dong hd deo
tay, thoa son 1én moi, san sang ra ngoai gap ai d6 dé udng ca phé va tan gau. “Con muodn me goi cho
ong ay,” Sinead than trong bao me.

“Dé lam gi?”

“Me nhd dira ban & chung nha v&i con khong, Marina 4y?... Khong, khong phai Frankie. Frankie toc
den. Marina la dra toc vang co. Da phai. N6 can mdt nguo1 lam to giup do.”

“Thé a? Sao vay?”
Sinead hit mot hoi that sau roi néi mot 1éo, “B6 nd bi mit tich & chau Phi.”

“Oi, con a, khung khiép qua! No6i k§ hon cho me nghe xem nao!” ba Daniella thd doc, quyét dinh
hoan lai chuyén ra ngoai mot 1an nira dé nghe dau dudi cau chuyén ma Sinead sap ké.

“Sao?” Sinead chat van khi Frankie ltirng khirng tién vao quan ca phé va ngdi xudng cai ghé doi
dién.

Frankie nhudng 16ng may 1én va nhin vai.

“Sao ha, c6 Claudia noi gi?”

Trong mdt tiéng ddng hd vira qua ké tir khi n6i chuyén v6i me, Sinead da di tim va gip dugc thay
Tristan Fox trong van phong cua thay. Co giai thich vé tai hoa cua gia dinh Marina va hoi xem c6 cach
nao cho Marina hoan bai danh gia cudi nam lai khong.

“Thé Marina xoay x thé nao?” thay Tristan hoi. “C6 giit binh tinh duoc khong?”

Sinead lac dau, ‘Marina khong ngii duoc sudt dém qua. Hién ban trai ban Ay cr phai ¢ bén canh
subt. Moi nguoi déu dang cho tin tirc cua bé Marina.”

Ong truong khoa lién liét ké, mot cach nghiém tic, nhirng diéu co the Xay ra néu Marina bo 15 cude
trién 1dm cubi nim. “Marina 1a mdt sinh vién gioi. Tac pham cua em ay rat tinh xdo. Nhung néu khong
c6 gi cu thé dé chung to thanh qua lao dong trong sudt nim qua thi Marina s& phai chiu thiét thoi vé
diémsd.”

“Vay thi khic nghiét qua!” Sinead phan ddi. Pay chinh 13 lac ¢b hy vong nhirng mbi quen biét cua
me minh mot 14n nita lai phat huy tac dung. Du gi ba Daniella me co va thay Tristan cling da biét nhau
tir 1au 1am roi, mai tir cai thoi ma tudi tré ctia hai ngudi da bi phi hoai. Thé nén Sinead mdi ¢o 16i an
ndi manh bao v&i thdy ma khong sinh vién ndo dam. “Thay thira sitc gd Marina ra khoi cai moc cau
ndy ma thay,” ¢6 nai ni. “Chic chin van c6 cach cho ban ay diém t6t ma.”

Thay Tristan ngoi thir ra hang thé ky, cd né tranh mot cu tra 101 thang, nhung Sinead khong chiu dé
thay yén. “Bao Marina 1én gip thay,” cudi cung thiy noi, va du c6 hai 1ong véi diéu Ay hay khong,
Sinead ciing ba chan bén ching chay di trudce khi thiy kip d6i ¥.

Con luc nay Frankie dang ngdi udng ca phé va nhin xoay vao Sinead. O Sinead c6 gi do khang khac
nhung Frankie khong thé biét dich xac do 1a cai gi. Hinh nhu gwong mat Sinead da tuoi tan hon va doi
mit cling c6 sirc song hon. A, dung rdi, phai ching 1a nho chiéc banh so-co-la hanh nhan da an hét



phan nira dé trong chiéc dia truéc mit Sinead? Troi ddt quy than oi! Frankie roi phich xuéng ghé.

“Co Claudia bao ‘duoc’,” Frankie tir tén thong bao, khong thé roi mit khoi khdi calorie mau nam
dam trong that ngon lanh kia.

“Tuyét!” Sinead nd1, can ngdp vao chi€c banh hanh nhan, sau d6 di€m nhién nu6t banh cung v&i mot
ngum 16n ca phé stta. “Hay qua, vay la cudi cung cling nhan dugc sy chap thuan tr ba ¢6 nho tho kho
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tinh 4y. Gid thi bon minh chi con c6 mdi mot viée 1a phdi hop hanh dong thoi!
“0),” Frankie 14m bam, nhin Sinead an. Tam biét chirng biéng dn, chao mirng banh ga-t6 roi nhé!
Sinead xem ra khong hé dé y, “Tuyét! Pay s& bat tay vao pha mau, con em thi lo ma bat cai may
danh bong ¢6 16 do 1én va mai da lapis lazuli cho dén chirng nao n6 bong 1€n nhu bién Aegean [3] m&i
thoi di nhé!”
Xin 18i, khong thé nhan 101.
Frankie nhin tin hoi dap van phong Bed-Head. C6 d3 nhan duoc tin nhin hoi xem ¢ thé bat xe 1ta
dén Edinburgh dé chup hinh cho bd suu tap Du Lich Scotland duogc khong. T61 ban dén cudi thang.

Minh da dam tir choi thé a? Frankie ty hoi. Co thay ro nhitng to hai muoi bang phép phu bay di
nhu nhing canh hoa anh dao ryung xubng hoi sang som. Nhung cudc dbi thoai vira roi voi co Claudia
van con tuoi réi, va Frankie bi dat vao tinh thé phai chimg minh chéi chét rang minh xtng dang véi
niém tin cua co gido.

“Cai nay sé& cuc doc dao cho ma xem!” Frankie bat noi to thanh tiéng trong ltic chiéc may danh bong
kéu re re va nhitng vién da trong may phat ra tiéng lach tach lach tdch nho nho.

“E, Frankie, em biét ngudi ta néi gi khong?” Travis bdng dau 1én tiéng.

C6 ngudce nhin 1én qua gd mat kinh bao hd, “Khong biét, Trav, thé ho noi gi vay?”

“Lam nham mot minh 12 triéu ching dau tién cua bénh dién!”

“Nghe nay, em la nguo1 duy nhat & day co thé chuyén trd nghiém chinh duoc day!” c6 dua. Marina
t01 nghiép van dang ¢ nha, long da roi boi. Sinead thi ctr lai nhai noi vé me ¢ vo1 mot ong tén la

James Craven nao day. Do 1a hai 1y do khién Frankie phai ¢ lai truong va trdn tit trong xudng nit trang
t61 mai toi mit thé nay.

“Anh t&i quan bar gip Lee ddy, néu em thich thi di v&i bon nay cho vui,” Travis néi, trude khi thing
thinh di ra.

C6 khong di ma quyét dinh & lai 1am viéc.

“Vay 1a Rob dd bo 15 co hoi nghé nghiép 16n nhat doi r6i!” Travis bao Lee, ban hoc cung khoa
Dién anh vo1 minh. Nay gi6' hai ngud1 dang noi vé nhitng tac pham sap hoan thanh ctia minh, sau dé
chuyén qua chuyén Rob va tay san xuat chuong trinh.

Lee tu cai chai xong léchﬁu, ndi am Wr, “To6i biét Rob rat khao khat cong viéc d6. Thing cha ¢ dai
phat thanh c6 lién lac lai dé hoi tai sao Rob khong t&i1 khong?”

“Al ma biét ” Travis nhd lai miy ngay qua. “Hét nhu mot cd xe ltra siéu téc vay,” anh chang tha
nhan. “Rob sap vuot qua budc ngodt 16n nhat thi, a-18-hép, lai phai dung stng lai. Toi cu chic man 1a
phai quing déng tu liéu ctia minh di thi bdng nhién moi viéc lai tién trién. ROi Sinead dang nhin an



hon tuan nay thi gid lai khong thé xa roi may cai banh Big Mac!”

“Phy nir ma!” Lee cat ngang bang lo1 blnh pham cii rich. “Nay, tdi c6 nghe loang thoang vé vu
Frankie tdy chay cudc trién 1am cudi nam.”

“ Chinh xac!” Travis xac nhan. “Co6 nang hanh dong hét nhu mot cdm tr quan, sau do dau hang cai
rup vao phut chot. Va gio thi dang miét mai lam viéc nhu dién kia kia. T61 vira mé1 gap co nang xong,
dang mdt minh trong phan xudng, 141 hiii han han v1 ddnh bong.”

Lee gt dau, “Vay 1a nim toi Frankie van hoc & day ha?”

“Ai ma biét dugc,” Travis nhin vai. “Khéng chirng nghé ngudi miu s& cuén mit mot phong cach vi
dai cling nén.”

Pé mic Lee nghién ngam diéu nay, Travis dimg 1én di vao buong Quy Ong. Nhung anh chang méi
chi roi di ¢6 hai phat, thé ma khi quay lai thi Lee d& bién dau mét.

Frankie say mé cong viéc ti man voi da va kim loai quy. Médc du, nhimng lac khong ¢ trong cai
xuong kim hoan nay, c6 s€ luon phai t61 mat t6i mii v4i ndo 1a quan jeans, 40 so mi, vay voi gidy bot
nam ngon nam ngang, voi san phong khong con 1dy mot k& ho dé ra chiée may hut bui vao, thé nhung
¢ van c6 ¢ ddo yén binh trong phan xudng ndy, noi ma ting d6 vat xiu xiu déu ¢ dung vi tri cta no,
noi ma sy ngin nap trat tu ludn théng tri. VA, woa ... két qua cudi cung 1a cai dep hat hon.

Frankie mai mé 1am viéc, chang dé y gi toi cai d6ng hd treo tuong, do uom tung mau da lapis lazuli
hinh thudn vao ting khung bac, sau d6 lai gin tirng cip vao chiéc xuyén bac dic s& deo quanh cb
Sinead va tya vao phia trén xeong don. Chi khi dat xong nhirng vién da vao vi tri, Frankie mé1 ding
lui ra xa va thao kinh bao ho ra.

“Chao em, Frankie!” Lee kh& 1én tiéng.
Frankie giat nay minh va thé hon hén.
“Travis bao la em dang ¢ day.”

Cam on Trav! Frankie doan 1a Lee da tir quay bar dén thang day. Co ngiri thiy mui bia 1an voi hoi
tho cua Lee trong can phong nhd. Sao 4o cua tén nay lic nao ciing 1a lugt phang phiu vay nhi? Chac
han lu6én c6 san ban 1a dé dung trong nhitng truong hop khan cap? “Em dang ban, Lee,” co6 noi.

“Anh tuong 1a em mudn di udng chut gi do.”

“Khong, cam on anh.”

Lee nuot we ndi that vong xuong va thay doi chién thuat, “Anh da nghe chuyén vé b6 ctia Marina.”

“Vang, cling hoi cang,” Frankie nghi rang néu ha kinh bao h xudng thi Lee s€ hi€u 1a co phai ti€p
tuc lam viéc.

“C¢ tin gi mo1 khong?”

“Khéng a.”

Lam sao mot c6 gai deo kinh bdo hd ma trong van goi cam dén thé? Lee thac mac. Biét rang bia

dang ludn vao ndo nén rat c6 thé minh phan doan khong dugc tot cho 1am, nhung anh van dan sau vao
sai lam kho khao, “Anh mé1 doc tin trén bao dia phuong.”



“Gi co?”

“Ong Martin Kent mat tich. Nguoi ta phong van mdt ngudi trong cong ty cip nude ctia ong 4y.”

Mot 14an nira Frankie lai 14t tim kinh bao hd 1én, “Thé 6ng d6 néi sao?”

“Pai khai 1a ho s€ lam tat ca nhirng gi co6 thé lam. Roi mot ong & bo Ngoai giao XUAt hién, ta lai tinh
hinh & Niger.”

T6i day thi Frankie chot vénh tai 1én, “Tén 6ng ay 1a gi?”

“John... hay James gi d6.”

',7

“... Craven!” Frankie thd gip. Thdng lgi! Chic chan 1a Sinead va ba Daniella dang thuc day moi
chuyén! “Noéi cho em biét thém nita di, Lee,” cd nan ni. “Pi nao, anh s€ dai em mot ly chi!”

111 Hiép hoi Thiy Thuéc Khong Bién G101, do mot nhom bac si Phap thanh 1ap nam 1971, nay la
mot to chirc quy mo, luén c6 mat ¢ nhirng diém nong tai cac nudc kém phat trién, thiéu phuong tién y
t€, hay c6 xung dot, thién tai - ND.

121 General Certificate of Secondary Education: Chtng chi gido duc phd thong trung hoc co s& -
ND.

131 Mot nhanh bién Dja Trung Hai & Dong-Nam chau Au, nam gitta Hy Lap va Tho Nhi Ky - ND.
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Viao dém thir Ba, hy vong bat dau nhen nhom.

Ngoi bén Rob trong phong khach nha s6 13, Marina nghe tin thoi sy va cudc phong Van V01 Ong
James Craven. Ong nay that rét tinh tio khi danh gia vé tinh hinh nguy cap ctia bd cd, diéu ay gitp than
kinh ¢6 binh on trd lai.

“Tinh hinh chinh tr1 ¢ d6 rat Oon dinh,” 6ng James noi voi phong vién. “Tuy do la mét vung ngheo
nan va ha ting yéu kém, nhung hién tai ching tdi tin chac rang khong hé ¢6 4m muru ndo trong viéc mat
tich cuia 6ng Kent.”

“La sao?” Marina hoi Rob.
“Puong x4 té hai, nhung khong c6 ban nhau.”

“Vay la ho khong nghi rang b em da bi bat coc, dang khong?” Day la mét trong nhirng diéu Marina
so nhat. Tinh trang bi bat lam con tin ¢6 khi kéo dai nhiéu thang, tham chi nhiéu nam. Thuong thi chinh
pht phuong Tay s& tir chdi tra tién chudc hodc nhugng bd bat ky diéu kién nao cta phe bat giit con tin.

“Theo Ong ay thi dia hinh di lai khé khin chinh 14 nguyén nhan din dén tinh trang mat lién lac cua
bo em,” Rob c6 hét strc d€ an ti Marina. “DPung lo, dang c6 ngudi di tim bd em ma - truc thang hay gi
d6. S€ khong con lau nira dau.”

Sang thtr Tu, Marina quyét dinh 1ét t6i trudng.

“Lay xe cua anh ma chd chi 4y di di,” Frankie dé nghi voi Rob. “Pé yén tam 1a chi 4y t6i noi chu
khong lang thang dau do.”

“0, nhu vay s& gitp tAm tri n6 dit khoi chuyén 4y mot 1at,” Sinead dong ¥. C6 lai vira goi dién cho
ba Daniella, doi me lién lac ngay véi 6ng ban & bo Ngoai giao.

bén muo1 gio, Marina cung Rob budc qua cong chinh, ¢c6 c6 cam giac 1a toan thé gidi dang nhin
chong choc vao minh.

Bé né bi mdt tich day! Téi nghiép! Nhung ma sao né van & day? Sao ca nha né khéng bay di tim
ong ta nhi?

“ Hi Marina!” Suzy Atkins goi v&i qua tién sanh. “Co tin tirc gi chura?”

Marina lac dau, “Dang sbt hét ca rudt day!” co tho dai, khong budn cdi phec-mo-tuya 4o jacket hay
x0a toc ra.

“Pua mu bao hiém cho anh nao,” Rob bao.

“Rét tiéc khi nghe chuyén b6 cdu!” Lee Wright bao v4i Marina khi di suot qua cip doi ndy trong
hanh lang.

“Marina, thay rat mung khi gap lai em!” thay Tristan ra khoi vin phong don c6. “Thay da nghe
chuyén vé bd em roi. Vao day mot chat di em.”

Rob khé day Marina tir phia sau, va chua kip dinh thin, c6 da thiy minh dtng trong vin phong ctia
thay truong khoa.



Cian phong sang sua, ctra s6 md toang. Nhitng birc tuong tring treo hinh cac cong trinh kién tric tao
nha, nha thd Duomo & Florence va St Peter’s & Rome. Chiéc ban kinh cua thay Tristan chiém dén ntra
khong gian can phong.

“Ngoi di em,” thiy bao Marina.

Pau 6c ¢d quay cudng khi ngdi xubng chiéc ghé boc da mau tring. Guong mit thay Tristan nhoa di.

“Thay rat thong cam véi hoan canh clia em,” thiy bat dau mot cach trinh trong. “Thiy biét day 1a
khoang tho1 gian rat kho khan vai em. Moi1 phut chac phai dai nhu ca tiéng dong ho dang khong?”

Marina gat dau.

“Me em khoe chir?”

“Da khoe a. Mg em ctr dan 1a durng c6 hoang hét,” Marina khé tra 15i.

“Me em n6i phai ddy. Nhung thiy nghi 12 n6i thi bao gid ciing dé hon 1am.”

Marina nhiu may. Thiy Tristan to ra tir t& hon c6 tudng. “Dao ndy em ching lam duoc gi thiy a,” cd
1ap bap.

“U. Sinead da noi véi thay r01 Nhung ma em con ca muoi ngay truoc khi cudce trién 1am cudi nam
bat dau co ma. Cho du dén cubi tuan ma em van khong nhan dugc tin gi tir Niger thi cting ctr nén cd
ma hoan tat cong viéc vao trudc thi Bay hodc Chii nhit em a, nhu vdy em van c6 thoi gian chuan bi
moi thir. Va em hiy lam ngay & day trong hém nay di,” thdy nhan manh.

Nhung dau é¢ em roi mi, tim em loan nhip, em cam thdy chéng mat kinh khiing! Ngbi trong
khong gian nho hep nay, Marina dot nhién mudn chay bay vé ngdi nha ¢ quang truong Walgrave.

“Néu chuyén xdu ndy kéo theo chuyén xdu khac va em khong thé hoan thanh dy an ctia minh, thi em
co thé guri gidy chirng nhan cua bac sy dén truong, néu ro 1a em bi stress nén khong thé tham gia,” thay
Tristan giai thich.

M0t con bénh va mét khoanh trong trong phong trién lam - noi ddng 1é sé trung bay nhitng mau
thiét ké giay cua minh! Marina nghen ngao.

“Nha truong s& khong bat em phai hoc lai mot nim, hoic diéu gi v6 1y nhu thé dau.”

Co gt dau, “Da, cam on thdy, nhung em mudn hoan thanh du 4n ctia minh.” Mt nd luc nghe qua 1a
yéu ot.

Thay Tristan nhin chim chim vao gwong mit do dan ctia Marina, 16i ciing git dau, “T6t!” Thay
dig day va tién td1 bén ctra s6, nhin ra dudong pho nhon nhip. “Vaé1i lai,” thay ndi, hai tay dut tii quan,
nhin [am ldm xuong dong xe buyt, xe tai va xe hoi. “Thay da thu x€p cho em lam he v&i1 Charles
Jourdan roi day.”

“Ciing ngang nhur néi t6i Dior hay Chanel ddy!” Marina giai thich vi Rob vé co hoi viéc 1am ctia
minh. “Charles Jourdan 1a Yves Saint Laurent trong Iinh vuc giay dép co ma!”

“Tuyét!” Rob dang doc tin nhan trén dién thoai, chim nghim giita déng do an lién va lon rong ngdén
ngang don lai tr may ngay nay trong phong khach nha so 45.

Marina chét di trong truong sudt ngdy, cam cti hoan tat mot thiét ké méi cho doi gidy da ran mau
tim. Mot loail giay c¢6 quai hiu, got nhon, cao mot tac, day hai phan rudi, thém duong vién hong va



chi€c no nho xiu nita 1a hoan hao. C6 say sua lam viéc dén no1 da gat dugc chuyén ctia bo ra khéi tam
tri nhitng... ndm phut.

Tuy vay, thanh tri tAm ly cling dén lac b6 nhao va chi nhitng 161 an i cua Rob md1 giup Marina
dung lai dugc. Co lao td1 cho anh va bao cho anh biét vé viéc lam mua hé minh sap co.

“Thay Tristan van thiét ké cho Jourdan nén méi sap xép dugc viée 1am ndy cho em,” ¢ giai thich.

Rob dang mé mai v&1 mau tin nhan.

“Tin x4u 42" Marina hoi, bat giac rung minh. Biét dau Sinead hay Frankie vira nhan dugc dién thoai
va nhan cho Rob dé nho anh chuan bi tinh than gitip ¢6 don nhan cai tin sét danh. “Vé bd em a?”

“Khong phai, cong viéc théi,” Rob vut tach cai dién thoai xuong x6-pha o1 ngdi xudng au yeém
Marina. “Vay khi nao thi cong vié¢c trong mo nay cat canh?” anh hoi.

“Cubi thang Sau. C6 chuyén gi vy, anh?” Marina biét rd ltc nio Rob danh lira minh. Mdi 1an nhu
vay anh thuong 6m ap, nang niu co.

“Khong c6 gi. Ro1 anh s€ né1 véi em sau. Em uong gi khong?”

“Khong. A, ca phé di,” c6 ddi ¥ dé Rob phai vao bep ma con 1én doc tin nhin cua anh. Co nhat
“chi dé” dudi ném 1én, bAm “Menu” roi “Tin Nhan”, xudng “Hop Thu Pén” va mé sb cudi clng.

Tim Yorke mudn gip anh sang thtr Sau - Marina doc.

Marina hét tuéng 1én, nhay cang va ddm bd vao bép. “Tim Yorke 13 ai?” c¢6 hoi. “Phai cai 6ng & dai
phat thanh khong anh?”

Rob dang ding, chiéc mudng ca phé gio cao, chuin bi d6 bot ca phé vao coc. “Em doc tin nhin cua
anh!” Rob no6i bang giong budc toi.

“0... em xin 18i. Tai em khong tin anh... em cir twong day 1a tin vé bd,” Marina niu canh tay Rob.
Bt ca phé vang tr tung. “Vay, Tim Yorke 1a cai 6ng ¢ dai phat thanh dting khong?”’

“Anh khong trach em dau. Chinh 13 6ng 4y ddy,” Rob d6 mit khi hot ddm ca phé d6 va rot nude soi
vao coc.

“Rob, tuyét qua!” Marina kéu 1én. “L& ra anh phai cho em biét chtr.”
“Ciing chua biét thé ndo. Nhung noi khe khé chir, em 1am ba cu bén canh n6i déa 1én bay gio.”

“Anh s& 1a DJ ctia dai phat thanh!” c6 hét om, quang canh tay 6m cham ldy anh, day anh loang
choang.

Ca phé sanh ra ké bép va chay giot xudng san. Marina hon Rob va anh ciing hon cb.

Frankie va Sinead 1am viéc quan quat suot ca ngay thir Tu va thir Nam_ dé chuan bi cho budi chup
hinh vao t01 thir Nam. Pén sau gio chiéu réi ma mé nit trang ctia Frankie van chua dau vao dau, nhung
Travis van rat phin chan, ti mi sap dat anh sang phong chup, ca Lee cling cuing gitp stc.

“Frankie ctr loan ca 1én,” Travis ghi nhan. “C6 nang dang & trong xudng, khoi bdc ra dang tai.”
Lee vira dan day dién xudng san bang loai bang keo ky thuat [1] vira hoi, “Thé Sinead dau?”

“Trong phong v&, dang boi boi vé vé lang nhang 1én ngudi. Troi oi, hdi hop qua di mat!”



Lee rit mot hoi qua k& rang, nhu the anh hiéu rat rd Travis dang muon nodi dén diéu gi. “Day 1a mot
su kién trong dai, cuoc trién 1am cubi ndm. Chac ong cling hiéu duoc 1a tai sao cac cd nang lai cing
thang dén mirc ay.”

“Pung 16 ngd ma ngang dudng bon ho trong hai tiéng nita dy,” Travis noi, kiém tra 6ng kinh SLR
ro1 1ap vao camera cua minh - anh van thich thir nay hon loai ki thuat s6. “Nay, Lee, néu 6ng dinh nan
na & day dé xem chup hinh thi t61 khuyén 6ng khong bép xép, cam cua quay, va dung co6 tho.”

“Thé thi chudn cho xong,” nhung Lee chua kip 1t di thi d& ddm sam vao Frankie.

“Lee!” Frankie hét toang 18n, di ca canh tay vao mit anh chang. “Anh thiy cai vong deo tay nay thé
nao? Nén dé mdc hay dam thém vai vién da cho né ra xuéong mot bén?”

Canh tay ay ddi v6i Lee thi hét chd ché - rAm ning, min mang va that quyén rii. “Anh thay dep 1am,”
Lee u 6.

“Con vong ¢6 thi sao? Lic em nhiic nhich né ¢ bi 1éch ra sau khong?” ¢6 vén mai toc den dai 1én
cho Lee xem.

Lee cb nghi ra cau tra 1oi hop nhé, nhung sttc quyén rii da 1am anh t6i mét t5i miii. C6 Frankie cao
va thon tha. L&p 16ng mang muot ma khé cham vao chiéc vong bac.

“Ma thoi, mudn mat roi!” Frankie quyét dinh khong chd 101 dép nita ma lao vu vao studio. “E,
Travis, vu nay s€ hay ho phai biét!”

“Lam anh dién céi dau thi c6!” anh phan d6i. “Mo6n nio anh ciing kiém tra ba 1an roi, khong c6 truc
trac gi dau, bao dam ludn, nhung than kinh anh thi dang bi x¢é vun ra day nay!”

Frankie cd1 méc chiéc vong canh tay va thao vong co ra. “Sinead dau?”

“Pang kinh hon bat via trong phong vé 4y. A, kia rdi!” Travis nhay phat qua mdt bén dé né canh cira
bung ra thinh linh. Sinead nhap bon v41 hai ngud1, trum minh tr ddu dén dudi trong tdm 4o choang lua
Tau, mot tay tim chat & co.

Frankie kéo Sinead len 16i qua dam dén chiéu va nhirng bang phong trang vao giira phong chup. “E

',’

cho em xem cai nao!

“Lay Chua!” Sinead hit mot hoi that sdu va cliing do nguoi lai. Bong nhién y tudng nghé-thuat-ve-
trén-co-thé-nhu-mot-tuyén-ngdn-thdi-trang nay lai tré nén chiang hay ho teo nao. “Frankie, chi doi y
ro1! Hay bon minh kiém mdt ngud1 chuyén ngdi mau vé vé lam di!”

“Béi & dau ra mot ngudi nhu thé bay gio? Chi nhin di, moi thir di san sang ca roi!” Frankie gio mé
nit trang ra ro1 chi vao hé thong den. “Chi dung c6 mong ma thodi lui!”

“Hay em lam mau di!” Sinead nin ni. “Em quen tao dang trudc camera roi! Chi thi chua bao gid!”

Frankie 1ui phat lai, “Nhung néu khong mic quan 4o thi em chiu théi. Khong quen mdt ti tj ti nao!”

Sinead clr tim tim 4o choang sat vao cd, “Nh& trong... ghé lam thi sao?”

“Y chi la... sex 4y ha? Lam gi c6. Véi cach chinh anh sang va kha ning chup hinh cta Travis thi
khong s¢ vay dau. Trong s€ rat nghé thuat va tham my, ding khong anh Travis?”

“Hay 1a mac bikini dugc khong?” tim Sinead dap tan loan, ¢ tim cach dé kéo dai khoanh khic phai
bo tam vai che than ra.



“Quan chip thi dugc, nhung 4o thi khong,” Frankie kién quyét. “Chi c6 mdi em véi Travis thoi ma,
lo gi, khong c6 ai nita dau, véi lai, bon nay... bon ndy...” Frankie xoe rong ca hai 1ong ban tay ra “...
trudce gio thay hét roi con gi.”

Vé mit Frankie khién Travis bat rii ra cudi. Bong nhién su cing thing va ngai ngung bién di dau
mat. Sinead ciling bo ra cuo1 ngat ngh€o, roi bat dau ké rang c6 da phai kho khan thé nao dé vira soi
guong vura trr v& 1én nguo1, “Phai kéo cang 16p da yéu dau cia minh nhu kéo mdt tim vai bat, ro1 quay
to1 quay lui. Kinh-khung-khié€p luon.”

“Bé ra di!” Frankie ra I¢nh. “D¢é xem nd hgp véi nit trang ciia em ¢ nao nao!”

Sau rot, Sinead ciing thd tdim 4o choang ra, Frankie deo vong c6 vao cho c6. Trong mdt thoang, ca
Frankie 1an Travis déu khong thot duoc 101 nao.

“Sao ha?” Sinead hoi hop hoi. “Cé can thém hinh trén vai khong, hay 1a dt rdi?”

“Purodi,” Frankie phan. Hi€u irng mau v€ va nit trang két hgp vé1 nhau tao nén mot cli noc-ao tuyet
doi - moi la, quyen ri, 1ong lay va vo cung doc déo.

“Ngudc cam ra phia truée ndo,” Travis bao Sinead khi ning camera 1én va nhin qua kinh ngim.
“Nhin ra phia tam bang kia di. Gio dat chéo canh tay phai qua nguo1i, ho thoi... o, tot!”

Camera bam tach mdt cai. Sinead va Frankie ctng thd phao nhe nhdm. Moi thir déu tot dep.
“Rdi ca bon kéo nhau di uéng nude,” Sinead ké lai cho Marina nghe.

Buoi chyp hinh dién ra hét nhu mdt gidc mo. Frankie cling chup lia chup lia bang cai may ky thuat
sO trong khi Travis thao tdc bang loai may ki€u cli. Cac hinh anh ky thuat s6 da dugc chép vao va inra
tor may vi tinh cua Sinead - gio ¢6 dem cho Marina xem. “Xem nay,” Sinead chia xap hinh in ra trudc
mili Marina bén tach ca phé tai nha vao sdng hom sau. “Nhin 4nh sang xem. Hoan hao khong?”

Marina gidng tdm tri ra khoi 6ng bd bi mat tich dé ngdm nhitng tim hinh, “Oi, trong may ngon miat
qua!” Than thé Sinead mudt mat nhu da cam thach. Travis chon nén phong trang tinh, khién cho than
hinh manh mai cua “ngud1 mau” hau nhu hoa vao do, khién cho con mat ngudi thudng thirc bi don hut
vao ngh¢ thuat v€ trén co thé, va bi hut hon vao nhiing vién da lapis lazuli liéu trai cua Frankie.

“Trong day ciing khong béo 1am nhi?” Sinead hoi do, bong cam thay tdi 16i vé s6 banh hanh nhan
s0-cO-la va Big Mac da 16 ti€u thu may ngay trudce.

Marina nhudng 16ng may, “Khong. R4t manh mai, dung nhu con Frankie noi!”

Sau d6 Sinead ké dén vy dn mirng, “Bon ndy ciing tdi Escape, hy vong gip may véi Rob ¢ d6 nhung
chang thay tam hoi dau cd.”

“Tao & nha anh 4y,” Marina van dang chd doi tin tirc. C6 & lai cin nha s6 45 va sang sém nay Rob
da té1 gap Tim Yorke dé phong van.

“Tao no1 ‘bon nay’ tire 1a tao, Frankie, Rob va Lee,” Sinead than trong giai thich.

“Lee?” Marina suyt nghen ca phé. “La y kién ctia ai vay?”

“Ctia Frankie. Ca bon dung phai hin ¢ bar sinh vién nén ra téi Escape luén,” Sinead cudi tit. “Biét
ngay la thé nao may cling ngac nhién ma. Cé ai ngo co chr!”

Bong Marina nhdy dung 1én khi nghe tiéng chudng dién thoai, “Pién thoai cua tao ha?”



“Khong, cua tao day,” Sinead luc gid xach, nhung chua kip timra dién thoai thi tiéng chudng da tit
ngam. “Me Daniella,” c6 1am bam, tim s6 bi nhd. “Pé day goi lai sau. Nay, Frankie thuc sy bi Lee hut
hon roi day. Tao nghi 1a anh chang khong tin ndi viéc do, ctr nhin cai vé choang ngop, tdi-co-mo-
khong-day trong mat hin thi biét.” Mot 1an nira dién thoai lai reo, 1an nay Sinead kip nghe may.

“Chao me! Con dang & nha. Da, n6 dang & day. Me ¢6 mubn ndi chuyén véi no khong?”
S d, Y.

Tay Marina run run khi cam cai dién thoai ma Sinead viura dua, “Da, chao bac Harcourt.”
Yy S :

“Chao chau, Marina. Chau nghe nay, bac dang c6 do hoi tin tirc cho chau.”

“Da, c6 gi md&i khong bac?” Chac chén 1a tin xau! Marina bop chat chiéc dién thoai.

“Bac vtra no1 chuyén védi James Craven. Hién tai tat ca déu chua chinh thic, nhung ¢6 vé nhu ho da
tim thay bo chau ro1.”

C6 Marina kho that. Phai c6 1am méi thot ndi thanh 10, “Bb chau khde chir a?”

“Theo nhitng thong tin thu thap dugc thi 6ng 4y con sdng va an toan,” ba Daniella thong bao. “Bac
khong biét cu theé, nhung bd Ngoai giao da nhan dugce thong tin ttr mot nguon ¢ Niger v€ hai ngudi mat
tich - m0t ngudi1 dan 6ng va mdt ngud1 phu nit - dugc tim thay trong mot ngdi lang cach phia bac thu
do mot tram dam. Ca hai déu khoe.”

L& tudn a0 at trén mat Marina, “On Chta!”

“Nghe nay, chau. Jamie bao thong tin d6 van chua dugc kiém ching. C6 18 phai chd thém hai muoi
bon tiéng nita. Nhung 6ng ay bao dam vdoi1 bac 1a mot nhom nguodi cua t6 chirc Médecins Sans
Frontieres da lién lac dugc voi bd chau. Tom lai 1a chau ¢6 thé néi chuyén vé1 bo trong cudi tuan
nay.”

“Céam on bac!” Marina tra lai dién thoai cho Sinead trudc khi néd tudt khoi nhitng ngon tay dang run
ban bat cua co.

“Con chiam so6c ban nhé,” ba Daniella din Sinead. “Con bé tdi nghiép chic 1a bi ton thuong ghé
gom.”

“Me that tuy¢t voi,” Sinead ca tung me. “Con khong biét me 1am diéu do bﬁng cach nao, nhung me...
tuyét qua trot ludn!”

“Me quen biét dung ngudi, thé thoi.”

“Marina c6 nén bao cho me n6 biét khong?”

“Nén chir. Nhung phai nhd la ngay mai mo1 ¢6 thong tin chinh thirc, thé nén dirng c6 non nong cho
tin tir London trong hom nay. Me s& nhan ccho con s0 riéng cua Jamie dé me ctia Marina c6 thé noi
chuyén truc tiép véi ong 4y. Ong 4y rat sét sing trong nhitng chuyén nhu thé nay - khong ctg nhéc
quan liéu nhu con nghi dau. Nao, con gai, me phai chay day!”

Phup . Sinead khong c6 thoi gian dé to long biét on. “Me tit may rdi!” Sinead nhe nhang bao
Marina.

Marina lau nudc mit. “Bd tao con séng!” ¢6 thi thao. Mot ganh nang di duoc trat khoi vai. D6 1a
cach nguo1i ta van no1 vé cam giac nhe nhdm. Ma dung 1a vay that.

“Dung khoc nira!”



“Pau c6. Tao hanh phuc qua day ma.”
“Khan giéy nay.”
“bién thoai tao dau éy nhi? Phai bao cho me¢ méi1 duoc.”

Sinead d& Marina ding cho vitng. “Nghi coi,” Sinead néi. “Biét dau gid ndy ngiy mai bd may lai
chang dang trén duong vé nha!”

[1] Loai bang keo nhiéu mau dic dung cho nhan vién k¥ thuat co dién & phim truong - ND.



“Nhirng Cong Chutia Prada [1]!” Travis gia vo hing hon loan bao theo giong quang cao.

Sinead cong moi, “Anh bao ‘nhitng cong chiia Prada’ nghia 13 sao? Y anh bao bon em - em, Frankie
va Marina - déng danh kho chiéu a?”

Travis lui lai, gio hai tay 1€n tu vé, “Anh néi vay hoi nao?”

“Nghe em noi day, thua quy 6ng - bon em chi la nhitng c6 gai qué mua chan chat, binh di! Bon em
khodi mua sam va ham ti€c tung. Bon em chang c6 gi goi 1a kho chiéu ca!”

Mic du da 1a t6i thtr Sdu nhung cb van quyét dinh ¢ lai xem by phim ma Travis lam. Anh da tai dur
licu tur chiéc may quay xach tay vao dia, va gio mudn chiéu cho Sinead xem anh di 1am gi v6i phan
mém dyng phim méi toanh.

“Chtr anh c6 bao bon em lam sao dau?” Travis vira cuoi toe vua luon tay g0 lach cach trén ban
, - y
phim va nhap chudt.

“R& rang ¥ anh 1a vay,” rang bon c6 chi 1a nhitng nan nhan bé bong bi thoi trang 1am cho toi mat,
hodc gia bon co 1a nhitng ¢6 gai ngdng cudng. Ma co6 1€ 1a ca hai.
“Em yéu, anh chi ngu y rang bon em trong that 1ong 13y kiéu sa tho1,” Travis mung hum vi ca hai lai

co thé tiép tuc bong dua, chi chde choc gheo nhau chir khong ndi gian va tranh cii nita - cho dén lan
tiép theo.

“U, nhung em ca la anh da cb y béu réu bon em trong doan phim nay,” Sinead noi, ngé qua vai
Travis va bat gip chudi phu de xuat hién trén man hinh - gidng video ca nhac hon la truyen hinh thyc
té. Trong tiéng nhac rock lam nén, c¢6 thdy minh dang nhin trimg trirg vao camera, d6i mat xam mo to,
miéng he hé, con Frankie thi cudi quén troi quén dat, kiéu nhur hét thiy moi thir trén doi déu 1a mot tro
dua vi dai. Roi lai c6 Marina tao dang kiéu Marilyn, tay chéng 1én cap dui quyen rti, moi biu ra.
Travis dé chop ba ngudi bon ¢6 trong nhitng khoanh khic tu nhién nhat sau do cat thanh nhitng doan
tring den voi Sinead dang trang diém, Frankie dang chui ra khoi tAm chin 16ng vit, mit kém nhém,
Marina mic mua, d6i mii bao hiém, phong nhur bay trén via hé trong bo d6 da.

“Nhac gi diy?” Sinead hoi.
“Mot bai ctia Bad Mouth - ban nhac ctia Rob. Anh ay giéi thiéu cho anh day.”

“Em con la gi ban nhac nay,” Sinead néi giong mia mai, chgt nhé lai cugc cham tran chdp nhoang
vO1 chang ca si ctia nhdm ay sau mdt trong nhitng tran luc duc gitra c6 va Travis.

“Xinh twoi trén dwong siéu toc/ Né diia trong ddm déng, ” tiéng Boz vang 1én. “Béng tro troi xem
Fakin’ It [2]/ Roi gio ddy, em, niém tw hao dd troi xa.”

“Cam on!” Sinead nhan nho. Du c¢b kiém ché nhung chi dugc mot luc 1a ¢b lai budng 101 mia mai
va sa vao man giéu cot. Travis da ap dung ky thuat quay chdm ting canh phim dé 1am cho nhitng
chuyén dong cham lai roi ngung han, sau d6 giat vé phia trudc, khién Sinead, Marina va Frankie c@r
giat giat hét nhu nhirng con ro1, hay nhirng nhan vét trong may bd phim cam. C6 khong biét Travis 1am
diéu d6 bang cach ndo, nhung xem phan cam qua chirng. Am nhac lai cang khoét sdu vao chat lugng
tham hai cua doan phim.



“Xinh twoi trén dwong siéu toc/ Hé, thé moi 6 nhuc/ Bong tro troi xem Fakin’ It/ Bé yéu oi, tai
em do.”

“Xem cai ndy nay!” Travis bam diéu khién cho khuon hinh ding ¢ hinh anh Sinead cin canh, mat
nheo hip, cot cai khan in hoa mau xanh da tro1 sdc so trén tran, trong hét nhu mét nir chién binh hoai
nghi dén tir mot luc dia khac, & mot thé ky khac. “Doan ung ¥ nhat ctia anh day!”

Sinead gat dau. Khi Travis tiép tuc bam diéu khién va chiéu canh siéu miu Frankie trong mot so
chup hinh thoi trang 16ng 13y, diém chen nhirng clip ¢6 nang dang ngap va pha ca phé den trong mét cai
ca sut mé, hoic Marina 1¢& phé trong chiéc quan coc dung trude man hinh tivi, thi Sinead phai than
phuc tay may rinh rap doc chi€u cua anh. “Nhac nén hay day,” ¢6 mién cudng. Cau hat “ xinh tuoi
trén duong siéu toc > ¢t 1ap di 1ap lai, 1am nén cho nhiing ngtr canh trang 1¢, trong khi phan 1o vé ndi
budn va ndi ¢6 don thi minh hoa ddm nét cho nhitng khoanh khac dang ndi tran 16i dinh, quay dung khi
cac ¢ gai thiéu canh giac.

“Thich khong?” Travis hoi khi tiéng nhac va hinh anh vut tit. “Anh sé& thay doi n6 néu bon em
muon.”

Sinead ngdi chénh vénh trén mép ghé. “Em chua bao gid wa cai miii ctia minh!” ¢6 thd dai. “Nhung
bay gi¢ xem cai nay xong, em lai ghét moi thir trén mat minh - mat, miéng, tat tan tat!”

“Em khong thich a?”

“Trong Frankie thi 16ng 13y trén san catwalk,” c6 lai tho dai. “M3at Marina thi xanh nhu nuéc bién,

',7

dep mé hon!

Travis cho doi trong bd dang u €. Sinead ghét bo phim. Co lai sz“ip stra goi anh 1a ké toc mach va
bat anh phai dep bd ngay cai du an nay cho ma xem! Sy nghi€p vira mé1 bat dau ndy nd chua chi da
vo1 lui tan.

Mot khoang 1ang nhur kéo dai téi vo tan. Roi Sinead bdng sa dén bén anh ciing véi mdt ny hon dung
di€u. “Anh la mot thién tai vé hinh anh!” c6 thi thao. “Tuyét khong ché vao dau dugc.”

“Emnoi that chr?”

Co6 gat dau va lai hon anh, ri ram qua cdp moi mém mai, “DPao dién Quentin Tarantino cling phai
phai dé chung anh mat thoi!”

Qua mudn mang dé Marina nhan ra r%lng phong vé& nha & ving ngoai 6 yén tinh trén chiéc mé t6 750
phan khoi vo1 Rob 1a mot quyét dinh chang hay ho gi.

Nghi cho cung thi vé nha, du bang bat ky phuong tién ndo, xem ra ciing déu ngd ngan ca, nhung gid
cO va Rob da vé day roi.
“Me, me nhé Rob khong?” Marina ddy anh ban trai rut ré tGi ngudng cira.

Ba Alice va Rob lich su bat tay nhau. “Me khong nghi 1a con s¢€ vé,” ba Alice lanh lung bao
Marina.

“Me da néi chuyén vdi cai ong & bo Ngoai giao chua?” Cé chuyén gi vay nhi? Tai sao me co lai
khong mim cudi?

“O, me da ndéi chuyén vdi James Craven roi. Ong ay xac nhan nhirng gi con da noi voi me.”



Marina quay qua thing em, dang dting trén chiéu nghi giita cAu thang, tach xa chi, Rob va ca me.
“B0 binh an r61 Tom a!”

“Churng nao bo ve?” cau be hoi bang cai giong vit duc, vo cam cua tudi day thi ma Marina dang co
lam quen.

“Som thoi. Trudce tién ho phai dua bo tré lai vé1 nén van minh cai da. Sau do chi nghi bo s€ goi
cho minh... chac chi nay mai th6i.”

“Con an gi chua?” ba Alice hoi.

“Chura a, bon con voi vang phong xe vé ddy,” Marina dap. Rob vira di phong van v6i Tim Yorke vé
luc trua va ¢6 bao ngay cho anh biét cai tin tot 1anh vé bo. Tat vé thim nha 1a y kién cua anh.

“Tuyét qua! That 1a nhe hét ca ngudi!” anh ndi, nhic bong cd 1én trong vong tay ghi siét.
“Phong van sao roi anh?” ¢ hoi.

“Anh cling khong biét nira. Chac 1a dugc théi,” Rob chi tra 101 co6 thé roi lai tiép, “Bon minh vé
tham me em di. Ca nha ta s€ ra ngoai an murng,”

_Nhung sau hai tiéng dong hd ngdi xe may, ca hai chot nhan ra rang ba Alice chang ming r& teo nao
vé viéc dy. “Dé me di rd dong cai banh pizza,” ba ndi, giong cung do, “Thé hai dtra con c6 muén ¢ lai
qua dém khong?”

Marina voi chan 161 Rob, “Bon con chi tat vé mot 1at théi. Me c6 biét thém thong tin gl tu ong
Craven khong? Ong 4y c6 bao chinh xac 13 nguoi ta d3 tim thiy bd & dau va tai sao bd mat tich
khong?”

“Chi vai thong tin chinh théi,” ba Alice Kent noi trong khi md goi pizza dé ra dong. “Ngay tir dau
me da nghi 1a nha may ctia bé con lam qua 1én. Me cling biét 1a khong lau nita bd con s€ ve.”

Tt phia sau ba Alice, Rob kin ddo dua mit nhin Marina dang hoang mang tot d0, tu héi sao me co
lai ung dung binh than dén nhudng ay.

“That 16 bich, chua chi da liét 6 ong ay vao danh sach nhitng ngu:cn bi mét tich, roi gay ra biét bao
phién toai, 1am me phai don Tom vé nha. Ma me da ndi voi con roi, Marina, con phai ¢ lai truong
chir. Thoi gian chuan bi cho trién 1dm c6 con may nira dau.”

“Con biét, nhung con nghi... bon con nghi 1a ca nha nén ra ngoai an udong hay lam gi do,” thai do sat
da cta me khién Marina c6 cam gidc nhu vira bi ai d6 dap cho mot cu that luc vao bung. “Me c6 vui
vi ho da tim dugc bo khong?”

“Di nhién 1a ¢6. Tom, con don ban trong phong an di, dem khén 16t dia, dao va nia ra luén. Rob, sao
chdu khong ra ngoai phong khach cho thoai mai di?”

Rob liéc xéo Xuéng doi giay bot ctia minh - mot khdi da to su; anh thédo chung ra va dé vao mot chd
khuét trong hanh lang, r6i theo ba Alice vao mdt can phong sang sta c6 hai chiéc x6-pha 1on va cira so
nhin ra khu vudn rong, dugc chim chat can thin. Anh mim cudi nguong nghiu, thiy dé& chiu hon khi ba
Alice dé anh lai mot minh trong phong.

Sao lai thé nhi? Rob théc mic. Sao me Marina lai dong vai Nit Hoang Bang Gia nhu thé? Tham chi
ca nhitng bong tulip tia cdm trong cai binh thiy tinh dit trén ban day cling dirng nghi€ém trang, Troi a!



“Sao con dam?” ba Alice rit Ién trong ltc don Marina vao goc nha bép, sau khi da giai phong Tom
khoi bon phan sip xép ban an va xua nd vé phong.

“Da? Dam gi a?” Marina lui bén lai, tu hoi phai chang c6 da dé ro1 mat mot miéng quai ham by ma
khong hay.

“Sao con dam bo bé chuyén hoc hanh ma gam ra vé day trén cd xe kéch cdm d6?” mit ba Alice
trang bot va danh lai vi gian dir. “Bat chap nhirng gi me da dan!”

Marina t6 ra budng binh, “Chiéc Yamaha ctuia Rob thi c6 gi ma kéch com a?”

“Nhin lai con xem, ai doi lai chui vao cai quan da véi cai mil bao hiém nhu thé bao gio!” giat cai
cura bép 10, me c6 day chi€c pizza vao trong ro1 dong sam lai. “Trong hét mot 1T quy sttr! Ro61 con bai
lam cudi ndm cua con thi sao?”

Dén nudc nay thi Marina khong thé chiu dugc nira. “Vang, con 1a vay day!” c6 n61 1én nhu vii bao.
“Con muo1 tam tudi roi. Me dung co6 co 1€o 1ai cudc doi con nira!”

Nhu muon thud, ba Alice 1ap tirc str dung dén giong diéu bon cot, “O thé a? Thé thi toi xin 10i,
Marina, nhung t61 nghi 1a t61 dang nudi ¢6 an hoc. Néu d6 khong phai 1a 1eo 141 cude doi co thi chi it
cling 1a dau tu cho cudc doi co.”

“Tron al” Marlna phut ra mot tleng rén ai oan. “Bat ctr ai trong truong hop cua me cling cam thay
sung suéng néu chong minh tré vé, nhung me thi khéng. Khong hé, trong me cir binh chan nhu vai ay!”

“Moi viéc déu on chir em?” Rob tho dau qua cira. Anh da nghe c6 101 qua tiéng lai nén dinh vao dé
giip Marina mot tay.

“On, moi chuyén s¢& on ngay khi bon minh ro1 khéi day!” Marina hét to. “Pi thoi, Rob, chéng hiéu
sao bon minh lai mat cong vé day lam gi!”

Rob khyng lai mot gidy dé nim bat tinh hinh - mit Marina d6 phimg phtrng, hai ban tay run ray, con
ba Alice thi van dirng than nhién bén bép 10, hoan toan dung dung.

“Phai d4y,” Rob tan thanh.

Nam phut sau, ca hai da kin mit trong bg dd da, lao nhu bay trén dudng cao tdc, ra hét toc do.

Chi con c6 sau ngay nita 12 ti trién 1am! Frankie giat phing to lich trén cung ra khoi 1dc, uéc gi
minh da khong dau hang trudc ap luc tr Jessica West, chu tich hang Bed-Head, dé khong phai dam
dau vao mot s6 chup hinh vao phut chot.

“Bac khuyén chau nén nhan 161,” ba Jessica da noi1 vay qua dién thoai. “Chang c6 gi hay ho néu
chdu ctr lang tranh cho t&1 khi hoan tat khoa hoc ché tac nit trang. Néu chau ma khong nhan 161 thi lan
sau chung t61 s€ chang mo1 nita dau.”

“Khi nao a?”’ Frankie hoi.
“Ngay mai.”
“Mai la Chu Nhat ma!”

“Ding. Chau s& 1am mau cho d6 di bién. C6 mdt budi tam ndng trén gheé bo, dén x€ trua thi toi
Cromer.”



“Cromer ¢ dau a?”
“O dau do6 phia bo dong. Tra ban do xem.”
“Puoc ro1 a,” Frankie thd dai.

May c6 nguoi mau khac thi di Barbados, noi ngdp tran cat trang va bién xanh, con Frankie thi
khong. C6 s€ phai run cam cap trén mot bai bién 1ong gi6 cua Anh quoc, chi ¢ gai 6¢ che than, c6 lam
dang goi cam trong bo bikini “mat meé”. Nhung dugc cai 1a ¢6 s€ nhan dugc mot khoan tir vu nay.

“Qua cta me Daniella day,” Sinead bao Frankie va Marina khi dt chd thu gidn vao chiéu thir Bay.
“Me nghi Marina dang can gap mot buo1 mat-xa ki€u Thai.”

“Thich qua!” Frankie hét am. “Em s& hoan tat vu da ram néng. Con chi dinh lam gi, Sinead?”

“Kiéu gi cling choi,” c6 nghi dén nao 1a tam jacuzzi [3], tAm hoi, mat-xa sau, wax 16ng chan, xong
huong tri 1i€u va tat ca nhitng loai giai doc ma nguoi ta co theé dap 1€n nguoi co.
“Tao chang mudn di dau ca!” Marina thd dai. K€ tir chuyén tat vé thim me, ¢6 van chua nhan dugc
tin tire gi. Chang ai cho ¢6 biét 1a khi nao bd ¢6 s€ v€, ma tir gid dén luc gip dugc bod, ¢6 s€ phai song
trong trang thai lo Itrng.

“Tuoi tinh 1én ndo,” Frankie thuc giuc. “Chi c6 thé 1am méng hay dip mit na gi ddy. Con gai thi con
muon gi hon nira?”

Marina mim cuo1 va gat dau, “U’, thi di. Chd do6 ¢ dau?”
“Trong nodi thanh, duong Britten,” Sinead dan dau ca dam. “Bon minh di taxi nhé?”

“Oi, gi co, chi tudng bon nay déu hai ra tién nhu chi chic?” Frankie tru tréo, 161 Marina ra khoi
nha. “Khong xa dau, cudc bo cho roi.”

Sinead nhin Frankie nhu thé c6 ban minh dang 1én con dién.
“Pi bo!” Frankie kién quyét. “Hit thd khong khi. Tap thé duc.”

Bat dau khoi hanh qua quang truong, ca ba cliing vay chao Rob khi anh dang kiém tra chiéc xe mo
t0, co-1€ trong tay.

“Béao voi Travis 1a tdm gio em qua!” Sinead nhan goi. Co6 dang nong 10ng tdn hudng mén chiéu dai
hau hi bat ngd danh cho ca bon - mdt cur chi dep cuia me ¢o.

“Me c6 dén xem trién 1am ctia bon con vao thir Sdu té1 khong?”” Sinead hoi, mai md1 chen vao dugce
mot cau, sau khi nghe ba Daniella ké vé cudc chinh phuc mdi nhat ciia minh (mdt bac té€n 1a Bruno,
ngudi Argentina, giau nut do6 do vach, choi polo).

“Trién 13m ndo?”” me ¢d hoi.

“Thi me biét roi déy, cudc trién 1dm cudi nam chtr con trién 1dm nao nita. Thir Sau toi.”
“Xin 181, con yéu. Hom Ay me ban mit rdi.”

“Khong sao, khong hé gi me a.”

“Thoi dé nam sau vay nhé,” ba Daniella no1, ro1 13p tic trung ra 161 d€ nghi phong khoang,
“Sinead, sao con v&i1 may ban chung nha khong danh ra mét budi chiéu dé xa stress? Me c¢6 tai khoan



trong mot hé thong spa. Hinh nhu né cé chi nhanh & gan chd con day.”

Vi thé 13 ca ba co gai di dén day, ludt vao chon xa hoa chuyén vé nhitng k¥ thuat tri lidu bang
huong cd cdy, vo1 doi ngli nit nhan vién trong nhitng b yém mau hoa tir dinh huong, bung nhirng
chong khan trang tinh, day xe ngang qua nhitng can phong x6ng hoi va bon tam nudc khoang. Nhoay
mot cai, Marina, Frankie va Sinead da bi di¢u vao mot phong thay d6 am ap va dugc khoac 1én nhirng
chiéc 4o choang mau trang.

“No1 nay tuyét nhi!” Frankie cudi khac khich, x6 chan vao déi dép 16ng médi cing.

“Cai ndy gia bao nhiéu vay Troi?” Marina thd doc, van mai toc dai cia minh 1én cao.

Mot phu nit xut hién, dua ca ba vao mot phong tri liéu va hudng dan cach sir dung phong tim hoi
ca nhan.

Sinead 14 nan nhan dau tién. Co cdi 4o choang ra va ngdi xudng cai bé trong mot khoang hinh vom.
Mot canh cira dong quay lai, chi chura c6 cai dau, nho ra khoir mot cai 16 & noc khoang. Sau do hoi
nudc duge bom vao qua nhirng 16 thong ndi bo.

“Ciru, ctru, ho dang hun Sinead kia!” Frankie kéu oai o4i. C6 ciing chimg kién canh twong twong tu
vO1 Marina. Xong to1 lugt minh, c6 ngdi ngoan ngodn va cam thay canh ctra dang dong lai cai tach.
Ho1 nude thu gidn bat dau tham vao da co.

“Chi hai muoi phut thoi,” ngudi phuc vu bao rdi dé ca ba thong tha xong hoi.

“Lam thé nay c6 tot cho minh khong nhi?” Marina cam thay md hoi dang tia ra trén tran. “Néu ndng
qua ma chiu khong noi thi sao?”

“Ngdc a,” Sinead 1au bau, binh than chiu dung nhitng bién phap ma thién ha vin chiu dung dé 1am
dep. “Cu cho dén luc mat-xa sdu vao m6 mach thi khac biét - luc ay méi goi 1a da!”

“Pién that!” Frankie tram tu, mat nhin trn trin nhitng chuyén vién mat-xa mang giay mém di toi di
lui doc hanh lang. “Vao thoi Trung c6 ma lam thé nay thi thé nao nguoi ta cling bao 1a dang bi tra tan!”

“... Sap hét hai muoi phat chua vay?” Marina gao ru.

Ra khoi khoang x6ng hoi, ca ba cting nhay vao ho nudc mat, roi lai vao bé taim 16n ¢o cac tia nude
nong phun 1én dé€ xoa bop co thé.

“Da tao sach dén ndi kéu kin kit luon!” Sinead tho hét, bude ra khoi bé tim va di chan dat nguoc
hanh lang t61 mdt can phong; tai day, mdt phu nit dang ho nhitng vién d4 dep, nhan bong, san sang dat
chung doc theo song lung ¢d.

“Xin cho hoi ghé tim ning & dau a?” Frankie hoi thim mot nhan vién khic, cam thdy minh nhu con
tom hum sap bi ludc chin.

Trong khi d6, Marina chon dich vu mat-xa kiéu Thai ma ba Daniella da gi61 thigu. Co nam lén mot
chiéc ban cao trong can phong c6 thip nén va téa huong hoa nhai. Chuyén vién mat-xa nhe nhang dat
nhitng tam khan bong trang 1én ngudi c6. Marina nham mat lai.

“Lic sau tao rén hir hir nhur con méo 4y,” Marina ké véi Sinead va Frankie. “C6 iy vira mdi xoa
trén dau tao ma thoat cai da vuot to1 cd voi vai tao roi. Giay tiép theo 1a td1 ban chan, vay ma ctir nhu
1a khong hé di chuyén gi hét. Hinh nhu ¢6 ay luot di thi phai!”



Ba c6 gap nhau gitra nhitng cong doan tri li€u trong mot chdi nha kinh rong, noi ca ba dugc moi
uong nudc trai cay udp lanh.

“Thiy khoe hon khong?” Sinead cudi toe. “Da thiy stress tan bién di ti ndo chua?”

“Roi!” Marina tan tung. “Khong ngo lai hay vay.” Co ngdm ngoi mot 14t roi bat cudi hich hich.
“Chac tao phai dwa me t&i nhitng chd kiéu ndy qua!”

Frankie va Sinead cho doi dé nghe Marina ké thém. Hai c6 chi biét 1a hom qua Rob d& dwa Marina
vé nha d€ chia vui v61 me va em trai, nhung ba Kent chang hé vui mung ti nao, va hai nguoi that su
choang vang.
co. Ciling may 13 tao kip kéo anh 4y ra xe va hai dira da bién thang trudce khi anh Ay ndi dién.”

“Sao lai thé?” Frankie héi. “Me chi c6 thuong vay khong?”

“Y may la c6 thudng mit tim may tai, kho s& khong 4y ha?” Marina bat cudi kho khdc. “U, thi cling
thuong.” Suot thoi nién thi€u, Marina da quen véi tinh nghiém khac cia me - phai im lang, phai sach
s€, khong dugc phép ndi cho té1 khi ngudt khiac hoi dén. “Nhung chi nghi dao nay me lai cang khe
khat hon.”

“Me may thi kho nhu thé, nhung sao may lai...” Sinead c6 nghi ra mot tir thich hop, ... tir té vay?”

“Tao?” Marina mim cud1 véi ¢ ban qua mi¢ng ly ca chua ép.

“Phai n6i 12 hang nhét Ay chtr!” Frankie qua quyét. Marina ludn 12 ngudi nhay vao giup d& khi co ai
dé gap hoan nan. Va Marina ciing 1a nguoi ludn sat canh bén Frankie trong thoi ky ac mong voi Wim
Van Bulow, tén déu gia da Itra Frankie dén hai 1an. “Ai cling c6 thé tin cay vao chi.”

“That khong?”

Sinead gat dau, “Chac tai may giéng bd hon.”

“Me tao khéng dén ndi vay dau,” Marina phan déi. Co van con dién tiét nén khong thé bénh vuc me
quyet liét hon.

“Chi gidng bd ha?” Frankie chat van. Co da biét nhiéu vé me Sinead, chi cin nha & quang trudng
Walgrave, van thuong dén tham bon c6 véi nhitng bd quan 4o hang hi¢u va giay Manolo. Nhung c6
thuc sy chang biét ti gi vé bo me¢ Marina.

“Khong. Tao cha gidng me, ma ciing cha giéng bd. Tao gidng ba ndi khi con tré. Tom thi lai giéng
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me.
“Me chi c6 di lam khong?” Frankie hoi.

“Co, me chi lam cho mot hiép hoi xay dung. Chac vy kha cao.’ * Rdt ¢6 dau oc t6 chire, luén dua
moi viéc vao tam kiém sodt. A, va rat ngan nap. M di duong kim miii chi trén quin 40 va ting soi toc
trén dau me cd déu biét chinh xac chung phai cu xtr nhu thé nao.

“Con bod may thi sao?” Sinead hoi.

“It cau n¢ hon,” Marina tha thue, udng not ly nude ¢€p trude khi c6 nguoi dén kéo co di cham soc
mit. “Diéu ay chi lam me cang ndi dién, dwong nhién roi.”



Sinead va Frankie lang liing nhin Marina di khuat phia cu6i hanh lang,

“Chi nghi sa0?”” mai Frankie m&1 budt miéng,

“V& gia dinh Kent 4?” Sinead hoi. “Ngan gon thé ndy, day tha bi lac trén ddo hoang véi ong ki su
cap nudc con hon la di voi cai ba lam trong hi¢p hoi xay dung!”

“Keé ca 1a chua gap ong ay lan nao?”

“Chinh xac!” Sinead dung 1én, chuan bi thuéng cho doi ban chdn mot chau xoa bop. “Véi cai cach
giao duc con céi nhu cua me¢ Marina thi du tinh cach cua n6 chi dung lai & mirc binh thuong thoi cling
da 1a mdt phép mau ro1!”

Em vé nha ngay duoc khong? - Marina doc tin nhin cta Rob.

“May gid rdi?” ¢ hoi Sinead khi c6 ban vira tit may sdy toc trong phong thay dd sau hon hai gio
dugc thu gian thoai mai.

Frankie, von 13 ngudi nhanh nhen nht, d3 ra chd ¢ quiy tiép tan.

“Chirng nam gid 1a cung,” Sinead cui dau xudng, lac lac dé 1am bung mai toc vang. Xong cd xit keo
deé gitt nép.

“Rob ¢6 chuyén gi thé nhi?” Marina ty hoi. Anh nhin tin lic ¢6 dang méat-xa.

“Chac chan lao van dang ngoai tro1, chong méng hi hui voi c6 xe théi. Lao can may bung tra véi
banh quy cho 120 day ma.”

“Co 18 thé.”
“Bao 3o tu lam 1ay di.”

Marina nhin thdy Rob khéng két thiic cai tin bang nhitng ddu “x” Gy mi - mot diéu bat thuong d6i
vo1 anh. “Dé¢ tao goi cho anh ay,” ¢6 quyét dinh.

“Rob a, em day!”

“Chao em. Nhan duoc tin nhan cua anh r61 ha?”” Rob hoi.

“Da. Theé nén em ma&1 goi anh day. Anh can cai gi a?”

Cat lugce va do trang di€ém vao tai, Sinead ra hi¢u cho Marina 1a hen gap c6 & bén ngoai, ro1 di
khoi.

“Anh khong can gi ca,” Rob ludng lu r61 chot no1 that nhanh, “Nhung nay, em ct vé nha di da,
duogc khong?”

“Co viéc quan trong ha anh?” Marina dang nhin vao guong va nhan mat. Co chua tirng nghe chang
Rob xué x0a ctia minh ap dung 161 nd1 ra 1énh nhu vay bao gio.

Anh 10 tit cau hoi cua co, “Tur d6 vé day mat bao 1au?”
“Hai muo1 phat di bo. Nam phut di xe buyt.”

“0, thé thi don xe buyt di,” Rob dinh cup méay nhung lai din voi thém, “A, nhé tat qua nha anh
trude khi vé nhé.”



“Gi vay Rob? Tim Yorke loai anh a?” Marina ching don dugc chiéc xe buyt ndo, danh chay mot
mach vé quang truong Walgrave. Frankie va Sinead van con 1€t bét phia sau.

“Khong, chang dinh gi dén cudc phong van ca,” Rob bdo. “Em hét hoi ro1 kia. Ngb1 xudng nao.
Ubng miéng nudc da.”

Marina cam chai nudc ma Rob lay trong ti lanh ra, “Nhung c6 chuyén gi the?”

“Chuyén lién quan dén bé em.”

Marina gidt ban ca nguoi. “Bo em?” c6 thang thdt. “Chuyén gi vay?” Rot cudc ho khéng tim thdy
bo. Hoac gia, ho da tim thay, nhung bo khong dwoc khoe. Bo bi thuong nang, phai vao bénh vién,
hay co khi da mat roi ciing nén!

“Khong. B6 em khoe. Anh d3 hoi xem bac ¢6 mudn cho ¢ day khéng nhung bac bao thich chd ngoai
xe hon.”

“Ngoai xe?”
“U. Bac dang & day. Bac di t6i quang truong Walgrave cach day chirng mot gio.”

“Bd em dang & quang truomg Walgrave nay?” Marina 13p lai theo ban ning, nhay dung 1én va lao ra
cua.

“Anh dang stra xe ngoai kia thi thdy c6 mot ngudi gd ctra nha em.”

“Va anh d3 dén hoi thim xem ngudi dy im ai?”

Rob gt dau, “Anh da ty gidi thiéu va bac bao bac 1a b em.”

“Qi troi oi!” Marina hét to, vin dom chan dinh dam bo vé ngdi nha s6 13.

“Khoan. C6 mubn anh di cung em khong?”

“Bb em dau? A, kia roi, xe ctia bd dang dau trude cura nha em! Khong, anh ctr & nha di.”

“That khong?” Day la khoanh lghéc trong dai d6i vi Marina va Rob khéng muén can tré ¢d. Nhung
anh c6 linh cam rang Marina s€ can minh.

Marina dung lai va gat dau, “Oi Troi oi, Rob... B6 em vé rdi! Khong thé tin noi. Anh ctt chd & day

",

nhé. Em phai di gip bd da!

[1] Prada: Hang thoi trang ndi tiéng cta Y - ND.

121 Faking It: chuong trinh truyen hinh khoi nguon tir Channel 4, Anh quéc, sau d6 c6 nhiéu phién
ban khac nhau trén thé gigi, gom mot phién ban cua My bat dau nim 2003 trén TLC - ND.

131 Bé tim 1dn ¢ cac tia mrde ndng phun 1én dé xoa bop co thé.



CHIN

“Ai cha cha, trong con yéu kiéu qua!” 6ng Martin Kent 6m tron Marina vao 1ong, tram trd trudc vé
dep cuia ¢6 con gai dang tuoi trudng thanh. “Con dep ra nhieu day.”

“Chuyén ay khong quan trong bd a. B6 khoe khong b6?” ¢6 khong tin vao mat minh, mic du da kéo
b ra khoi xe, din vao nha, an bb ngdi xubng phong khach, va da 6m bd dén hang chuc lan.

“B6 khoe. Nhin b6 ndy... chang sttt mé ti nio!”

“Thé c6 chuyén gi vay bd?” hao hirc muén duoc nghe ké chi tiét, Marina nim chit l1ay tay bb. B6 ¢
da tr¢ ve, dang ngoi ké bén cd, ao so mi Polo xanh duwong ddm, quan jeans, trong ho1 mét nhung van
binh an.

“Thé con d biét duoc nhitng gi r6i?”
“Con chang biét gi ca! Ho thong bao 14 b6 bi mat tich. Khong 1y do. Khong tin tirc.”

Ong Martin siét chit tay con gai, “Toi nghiép con! Sy that khong b1 dat dén mot nira thé dau. Chung
quy 14 xe jeep cta bd bi chét may - cat roi vao nip xi-lanh. Ctr tuong la toi doi roi. Bon bd & giira
mot noi heo hdt, dién thoai thi khong c6 séng, ca chiéc radio ban dan ciing tit luén nén khong str dung
duoc hé théng thu phat.”

“Nhung c6 nude va do an khong a?” Marina ¢6 tudng tuong xem bi ket trong tinh hudng d6 thi s&
thé nao - khong c6 doi ctru ho 24/24, khong ¢6 nhan vién cua bao hiém AA 14i xe tGi tAn noi trg giup!
“C6 ndng khong bd? Bb ¢6 so khong?”

“C¢ nhitng lac dung toc gay 4y chir,” bd ¢ thi thue. “Bon b biét 1a khong nén di thim do, thé nén
chi ngdi chét di trong xe, mai cho dén lic c6 mot toan ngudi tir ngdi lang gan nhét téi va dua bon bd
vé lang cua ho. Ho khong hé biét bon bd 1a ai, nhung ho cho bon b6 ngi nhd trong khi hai ngudi khac
di, b0 to1 tramy té g?m nhét, cach d6 bay muoi dam. Ho bdo cho nhan vién ¢ do biét chd da tim ra bon
bd.”

“Sao lai la tramy té a?”

“A, bat dong ngobn ngit &y ma, nhung cd Kim da cho hg xem thé can cudc Médecins Sans Fronticres
cua cd ay va ho nhan ra ngay. Chac ho tudng bon bo 1a nhitng nhan vién thién nguyén ¢ bénh vién nén
moi di dén do bao.”

Marina gat dau, “Me ctr luon mi¢ng bao 1a bo s€ khong sao.”

Ong Martin mim cuo1, “Va me con da ding.”

“Nhu thuong 1€. BO ¢6 tin khong, con da phai nghién ctru nat ca Niger trén ban do 16n day! Thé ma
cling cha biét noi 2y ndm & dau. Con da s¢ mot meé chét khi€p luon!”

“Toi con qua!” bo co lai chép miéng. Ong dimg 1én, nhin ra ngoai clra so, qua quang trudng, toi chd
chiéc mo t6 dang dung bén ngoai can nha so 45. “Bo6 da gdp Rob rd1,” ong lang 1€ noi.

“Da, b6 da khong gap dugc anh ay héi Giang sinh,” Marina nhac lai. C6 mdt chuyén cong tac nudc
ngoai dugc sap x€p tur trudc nén bo Marina da khong gap duoc ban trai cta co tai bira ti€c gia dinh.



“Cau ay cting duoc day.”

CCDa 2

B0 ¢6 quay lai, “Cau ay c6 bi€t 1a minh may man c& nao khi cau tring con gai bo khong?”
Marina dé mat, “Con khong phai 1a con cé, bo!”

“Phai chr sao, con la ké can cau!” 6ng khang dinh v&1 mot nu cudi hé ha.

“Khong phai thé dau bd. Néi cho ding thi con di cdu dugc anh ay!” Con dién lic mdt thién ha,
nhwr anh dy can cdu va cuon day lai!

“Nhung n6 c6 quan tim cham s6c con khong?”’

Marina git dau, “Rob tuyét lam. Anh dy 1a mot DJ tai ning. Néu may min, c6 thé anh dy s& dugc
nhdn vao lam & dai phat thanh dia phuong day bo.”

“Tuyét,” 6ng Martin lai quay di va bat dau budc qua lai trong phong, hai tay dat tai quan.

Marina ljén thoang day tu hao, “Anh 4y mdi di phong van hdi hém qua. Ho thich anh 4y 1dm. Anh 4y
dang do1 két qua.”

“Anh chang c6 chiéc xe oach qua nhi?”

Marina khong binh tinh dugc nira, “B0, bo c6 nghe con no1 khéng day?” Van con diéu gi day! cod
nghi. Con diéu gi do ma bo van chwa chiu noi voi minh!

“Hum. Vayrano la DJ a?”

“Chi 1am ban thoi gian lic nay thoi. Nhung anh ay bo viée & trudng dai hoc dé duoc tip trung hon
roi. Anh éy lam bau cho mot ban nhac doc lap [1]tén la Bad Mouth.” Marina néi cham lai cho dén luc
gin nhu nin bat. B6 ¢6 rd rang 1a chang hé dé ¥ dén nhirng 161 ¢ nodi. Ong dung d6, dau guc xudng,
chim trong suy tu. “Cé chuyén gi vay bd?” ¢ hoi khé.

Ong Martin ngudc 1én, “Con c6 gip me chua?”

“Co, hom qua a. Bon con chay xe vé. Tom ciing dang ¢ nha. Sao vay b6?”

“Me thé nao?”

“Me ham he v&i con ma khong biét vi 18 gi. Chéc do me bi stress.”

B6 co gat dau, dinh nhin di chd khac, nhung roi lai ddn mot budce vé phia co, “Thé me con khong
noi gi a?”’

Cha, gi day? Con biét chuyén gi sdp xdy ra nhung con khéng muon nghe! Co ngan nglr dép,

“Khong a. Me¢ buc minh vi con vé ma khong bao trudc, thé thoi. Bo dung ndi véi con la bo chua vé
nha day nhé?”

“U, bd chua vé. B6 mudn gip con trudge. Sau dd bo sé tinh viéc nodi chuyén véi Tom.”

Thé thi néi véi con di! Bé muon noi gl thi noi ngay di, bo! Pau 6¢ Marina quay cuong Co san
sang duong dau voi bat ctr dleu gi ma bd dinh trat xudng co. “Pugc r6i,” Marina qua quyét. “Con ¢o
thé doan ra d6 1a chuyén gi 16i.”

“O thi... me con va bo von da c6 van dé,” dng Martin tha nhan. “Am i tir 1du lam roi, va gio thi nd



bung l1én.”

“Bd s& bo me 42” Marina huych toet. Nhitng 161 1& lanh lting d6 ¢t tudn ra that quai dan, nhu thé
chung cha lién quan gi t&1 bo me co vay.

Ong Martin gt dau, tho dai, roi lai lac dau. Ong khong ddm nhin vao mét con gai, “Xin 161, Marina.
Bo6 thanh that xin 161 con.”

“Em thich bai nay,” Travis bao Rob.

Hai ngudi dang ¢ trong phong khach, nghe nhac, c6 doan nhitng hop am, roi Rob thir danh bap bung
trén cay dan ghi-ta cua anh. Phia bén kia quang truong, Marina dang doan tu vo1 bo.

“Tro1i, nghe vay chir cling kho ra phét ddy,” Rob bao. Hoi con mudi miy tudi, Rob van thudng choi
ghi-ta, nhung dao nay anh khong co6 thoi gian dé tap. Ngon tay anh chodi ra bam khap bd day dan,
cham nham no6t nén danh phai bé cude.

“A, thé anh phéng van sao r61?” Travis vura chinh am lugng to hon nén phai c¢6 gao thi vdi tiéng
nhac.

“T6t!”

“Co dugc nhan khong?”

“Chua biét. Chic tudn sau méi c6 két qua. Udng ca phé khong?”

“Khong, em ubng bia.”

Rob tién vé phia ti lanh va 14y ra hai lon, “B6 Marina dén day.”

“Thé 4?” xem day 1a tin tot lanh nén Travis vé 14y ro-mot va chuyén sang kénh Sky Sport [2] .
“Nhung hinh nhu ¢6 gi d6 khong 6n,” Rob lau bau, kéo cai moc dé giat nap lon.

“Ha?” Travis tat nhac va chinh 16n 4m thanh ctia tran bong gitta Arsenal va Newcastle.

“Um, em giai, theo su thé minh dugc ching kién thi chic chin di c6 tryuc tric gi diy v6i “ting 16p
thuong luu’!”

“Thuong gi? A \r... Y anh 13 van dé ciia bé me Marina ha?” Newcastle vira ghi ban. Co dong vién
an mung nhu dién dai. “Qua dep!” Travis tram tr6 khen ban thang,

“Hinh nhu hai 6ng ba dang luc duc,” Rob dodn, dit cay dan ghi-ta Xuéng va hudng ra ctra. Marina
dang can anh, can anh ngay 1ic nay. “Neéu c6 ai tim thi bao minh & nha s6 13 nhe.”

Thé gidi trong that khac la tir yén sau xe mo to.

Marina 6m Rob that chit. C6 cam nhan dugc sire gié khi Rob ting tc, cli rap nguoi xudng va cang
mat nhin con duong phia trudec.

Hai ngudi bon bon trén con dudng rong, thing tap va vang hoe vao sang som Chi nhat.

Rob budng ban tay deo ging khoi tay 14i, 1udn ra phia sau va dat 1én dui Marina. Co 6m ghi 14y that
lung anh.

Em OK chw?



Em thdy dé chiu hon roi.

Marina yéu tdc do - yéu canh hang cdy ven dudng bi‘én thanh mot vét xanh la nhoa nhoa, yéu cai
kiéu phai gap nguoi lai nhung khong qua gap, yéu ca luong khong khi dap vao kinh chan gié trén mi
bao hiém.

'Cé hai hudng ra khoi thanh phd, 1én doi va danh vong xubng thung liing, phé tan bau thinh ling bing
tiéng gao x¢ cua dong co.

“Em can thu gian dau 0c,” Marina da bao v&i Rob nhu thé khi dang nam trén givong. Bo ¢6 da tha
nhan moi chuyén vao t61 hom trude. Rob da dén va giap c6 chong choi véi cai tin sét danh ay. Anh lau
nudc mat cho c6 va cung co vay tay tien ong Martin.

Nhung Marina khong tai nao chgp mat duoc, ¢6 cir dau dau nghi vé chuyén ctia b6 me. Néu hai
nguo1 chia tay thi chuyén gi s€ xay ra? A1 s€ ¢6 can nha? Nguoi1 kia song & dau? Tom chon song vé1 a1
y nuy! y
- v&1 me hay véi bo?

Rob thirc ddy va mang tra vao giudng cho Marina. “Minh phong xe di dao di?”” anh dé ngh.
Va thé 13 hai nguoi o day.
Hoa trang nd ro noi nhitng hang cdy, tit trén cao 13 bau troi xanh tham - thoi diém dep nhat khi nude

Anh vao ha. Chiéc xe vong véo qua ving thén qué cho tdi khi Rob gai s6 cham lai r6i dimg bén mot
dong song. Anh gilr xe, chd cho Marina nhay xudng.

Rob dung xe va hai nguoi cung di dao, mii bao hiém trén tay, doc theo bo song.
“Gid em thay thé nao? Rob hoi.
“P& hon rdi.”

“Hay nhé, d6 khong phai 1a van dé ctia em,” anh da khuyén c6 hodi dém qua rang d6 1a van dé cua
6ng Martin va ba Alice. Cach t6t nhat bay gio 1a Marina tranh sang mot bén cho t6i khi bdo tap qua di.
“Hai chi em em khong viéc gi phai ganh chiu hiu qua ctia viéc d6,” anh nhan manh. “Em biét ddy...
kiéu nhu nhirng ngudi1 dan vo to1 phai 1inh t€n bay dan lac!”

Xem ra Marina hiéu 1y 1& cua anh, nhung c¢6 van khong thé dit tam tri khoi van dé mot cach dé dang
nhu thé dugc. Ngay ca lac nay day, khi dang budc di bén dong song hat sdng, phang lang, c6 cling
khong ngoi hinh dung vé tinh canh & nha - hai nguoi ngéi mat d61 mat véi nhau, bo thi sugng sung, me
thi s061 ung uc vi uat gian. “Con Tom thi sao?”’ c6 y€u 6t hoi.

“N6 s& sém biét chuyén thoi.”

“Em khong biét no s& don nhan diéu d6 nhu thé nao.”

Rob nhtin vai, “N¢ phai trd lai trudng cang som cang t6t. N6 s& ¢ bén ban bé. C6 nhu thé méi dut
dau oc khoi chuyén ay dugc.”

Marina khung budc, nhin tran tran vao miat nudc. Nhitng gon song lan tin Iiing 16 tré1 qua. “Eo le
that,” co thd dai ndo nudt, dam dia nuwdc mat.

Rob 6m c6 that chit. “Anh di timg gip chuyén ndy roi,” anh thi thim. “B6 me anh ciing chia tay
cach day nam nam. Khi hét yéu nhau, nguoi ta bo nhau!”

“Em khong bao gid muon chuyén nay xay ra vai bon minh!”



Ngay luc nay day, khi cudc doi dang mo toang canh cura don chao c6, khi biét bao su kién dang dién
ra, c6 mudn giang bat tirng co hdi dé 1am tét moi viéc, dé thanh cong trong nganh thiét ké thoi trang.

Ngay ltic ndy day, sau khi bb c6 bién mat va bi nguy hai dén tinh mang, sau khi c6 vira trai qua con
ac mong la c6 thé s€ mat bo vinh vién, va sau khi ong tr¢ v€, dang ly ra moi viéc phai ém dep, hanh
phiic méi ding chu!

“Gia dinh em sap tan vo!” Marina nirc nd.
“Nhung da c6 anh ¢ day,” Rob nhac co.

Marina choang tay 6m c6 anh. Dong song van chay bén canh. Chang can phai ndi gi, hai ngudi cam
thay nhu hoa l[am mét.

Cromer la mdt noi héo lanh thé lvong! Bai bién 16n ngon da cudi, ddm vao ban chan Frankie dau
diéng. Toan la da cudi voi da cudi. Xung quanh ngudi ta con xay ca nha trén da cudi!
It nhat thi ciing co mat troi toa nang, Frankie nghi.

OK, thé Ia ¢6 budc xudng xe buyt va tudng twong vé boi canh ctia nhitng ndm ndm muoi, tién vao
vung dat chen soi d4, voi ghé xép va keo bong, dugce cai tro1 am ap cho viéc chyp hinh.

“Tat ca moi thir trong phai bac mau suong gl() stylist giai thich. “Nhitng tip 1éu phong tran bén bo
bién, nhitng sdc mau tan phai, d4 cudi trang xda.’

Quy tha ma bdt cdi thir dd cudi chét tiét nay di! Ngon chan Frankie vap phai mot cuc da. Ho cho
c6 dién mot b bikini sac s vo1 mot chiéc xa-rong con con, 4n chiéc mil rom kiéu xwa lic xua lo vao
tay ¢6 roi bao cb tao dang.

“Ngoi 1én miii chiéc thuyén mai chéo kia kia, ¢6 bé,” nhiép anh gia chi dan.
Frankie ngo ngac, phai chi thi m&i biét dau 1a dang miii chir Troi.

“Vat chéo chan, nga nguoi ra sau, nhin huéng nay nay.”

“Kinh mat!” stylist nhac.

Frankie deo kinh vao va tao dang lai.

“Phiéu du hon mdt chuit,” nhjép anh gia gao l1én. “Tu nhién 1én, mo mang di, nga dau ra, nhin day,
nhin day!”

Mot dam khan gia gom hai thing nhoc va mot ba cu tum lai. Ho xem budi chup hinh bang vé ngao
ngan, ra cai diéu chang con viéc gi khac dé lam.

Phoebe, stylist, d& Frankie ra khoi chiéc thuyén son mau trang-vang va thay cho c¢6 mot bo bikini
Luella khac, ki€u quan day cdt hong - “Rat thap nién ndm muoi nhé!”

“Kem co!” thing nhoc nho nhat ty nhién doi, thé 1 nhum khan gia tan di, dé lai duy nhat mot con
cho vo chu.

“Em wdc gi minh van ¢ Paris!” Frankie tho dai, chip choang di trén bai bién da cudi trong doi giay
Viktor & Rolf do lap lanh.

“Pudi con chd di,” nhiép anh gia sai Phoebe. Phoebe lién phay mot to gidy vao con vat ma kéu
“Xuy! Xuy!”



Con vat phét 16 Phoebe, hit ha doi giay dé cta Frankie, r6i thdy cha c6 gi hap dan, n6 bén ding
dinh bo di. Ai them quan tdm dén do tam La Perla Mare v&i xang-dan da 1o0n Louis Vuitton khi ma
nhirng con song dang vay goi va bon mong bién tréu nguoi, thay la muoén dudi co chir?

“Nhin xa xam ra bién 4y,” nhiép anh gia ra chi thi sau khi Frankie thay bo tht ba. “Réi, ¢6 bé, cho
anh thady em dang bang khuang nao!”

Frankie ng6 dam dam va tha cho dau 6¢ rong ténh. Nhu thé s& ludn tao ra mot vé mat phiéu bff)ng.

“Coi chirng Louis Vuitton!” Phoebe kéu that thanh khi mdt 1an séng nodi loan tung 18n, liém vao
khoanh da cud1 ma ho dang dung.

“That tinh, chij ta ctr [am nhu sip 1én con dau tim dén noi khong bang!” Frankie ké cho Sinead nghe.
Cb da vé nha, an toan giita phd phuong va nhitng ctra hang, chan lai duoc di trén via hé bang phang,
khong c6 da cudi. “Bao dam doi giay do dang gid ba tram nam muo1 bang!”

“Tao thi biét ai s& 1én con dau tim néu bon minh khong nhanh nhanh ma dit nhitng tim hinh nay 1én
ban ngudi 4y vao sang som mai,” Sinead bao. C6 di huong ca mot ngiy thu thai dé nhuém toc va
chim séc da mit - tiép theo ngiy 1am viéc hiéu qua hom qua. Nhung gid thi Frankie di tré vé va bon
c6 can phai chon hinh.

“Em biét, c6 Claudia dang ung ho bon minh,” du mét 1¢ ludi nhung Frankie cling nhét tri 13 phai
chon tir dong hinh nay ra nhirng tdm dep nhat dé dem di trién 1am. “Marina sao r6i?”” ¢6 hdi, da vang
doi giay khdi chan va ngéi chéo cang dudi san phong ngu cua Sinead.

Bém hom trude, Frankie va Sinead vé to1 nha ngay sau khi 6ng Martin Kent vira do1 xong trai bom
tin vé chuyén 6ng vo1 me cua Marina. Rob dé ¢ do roi, dang vo vé Marina. Ong Martin 91 nghiép

khong biét phai 1am gi hay phai dung ¢ dau. Cudi cing 6ng bén cdo tir, dé tat ca tu giai quyét véi
nhau.

“Anh khong ngo Marina lai nhin nhén viéc nay nghiém trong dén thé,” Rob di bao véi Sinead nhu
vay. “Anh clr tuong 13 khi da séng xa nha quen roi thi viéc d6 s& khong tac dong tdi Marina nhiéu
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nira.

Vay ma khong ngo... Dang 1€ ra chinh Sinead phai n6i cau do vo1 Rob moi ding, boi vi luc ay co
cling ching kién sy viéc. May phude 1a Rob ¢6 mat - boi vi khi cha me gap nhirng chuyén rac roi kiéu
ay thi nhitng dira con lai rat can c6 sy an Ui ctia ngudi khéc.

“No6 da binh tam lai r01 ” lac nay Sinead loan bao. “Rob dang cham soc nd. Tao tuong hai nguoi sé
phong xe vi vu mot trin roi xoi mot mo6n Thai nao d6, nhung nd bao ti nita nd vé. N6 mudn 1am nt vai
viéc dé chuan bi cho ngay mai.”

Frankie liéc nhin dong hd deo tay, “T&i nira dém 1a em phai ngii day. Bon minh chi con mot tiéng
rudi nita cho xong vi¢c nay.”

Sinead trai dong hinh ra san. That quai di khi phai nghién ctru qua nhiéu hinh cta chinh minh mot
luc nhu vay. “Em lam viéc nay giéi hon chi,” c6 bao Frankie. “Dé€ chi chon thi kh6 ma khach quan
duoc.”

“Tam nay goc chyp khoi ché, day, day nira,” nhanh thoan thoat, Frankie chon ra nhitng tim c6 anh
sang va goc chup dep nhat. “Travis tuyét that. Anh ay bao s€ phong hinh gitp bon minh sau khi bon
minh quyét dinh xong ha?”



“Nhung mai anh 4y khong 1am duoc. Phai dén thtr Tu thi may ra.”
“Vay 1a bon minh chi con c6 mdt ngy rudi dé vira dong khung vira treo trong phong trién 1am.”

Chum dau vao nhau, tap trung hét strc, Sinead va Frankie mé mai lua chon, cho t&i lac tiéng chudng
cura vang lén.

“Hur!” Frankie lai nhin dong ho deo tay, d3 mudi hai gio kém mudi 1am roi.

“Chac Marina quén chia khoa,” Sinead & gan cira hon nén voi chay xubng lau.

Tiéng chudng lai vang 1én.

“bay day day, ¢ dau chay, chay ¢ dau?” Sinead la hét, lap cap voi 6 khoa, mii m&i md cira ra
duoc.

Mot phu nit dting d6, dang nguoi cao, chimg ba muoi tudi, toc ndu dai, thang, gwong mit nghiém
nghi. “Xin 101 lam phién ¢06,” chi ta noi.

Theo phan xa, Sinead khép bt cura 1ai mot nira dé tao khoang cach gitra minh v&i nguoi la, “Em ctir
tudng ban em ve.”

“Tbi biét 1a khuya 13m r6i,” nét mit va giong n6i nhe nhang ctia ngudi phu nit thoi thic Sinead dimng
cO sap cua trudc mit chi ta. “To61 dang tim mot nguoi. To1 nghi 1a 6ng ay dang ¢ day.”

Sinead lac dau, to rd réng chi ta nhAm nha, “Chéc chi nhAm rdi.”

“Pay 1 nha s6 13?”

“Ai vay?” Frankie hoi, vira chay xudng lau.

“DPung, day la nha sb 13,” Sinead noi, ra hiéu cho Frankie 10i lai dé ty minh xtr 1y vu nay.

Frankie mdc k¢ 101 canh bao, clt budce ra cira. “Chuyén gi vay?” co6 hoéi. “Hinh nhu bon em khong
biet chi?”

“Khong,” ngudi phy nit bé ¢d 40 vest ctia minh. Chi ta liu riu im 101 cho cau tiép theo, “Ngudi toi
tim... t€n Ong ay la Martin Kent.”

Sinead nhdn mdt. Frankie nhin xody vao nguoi phu nir. Chi ta va bd ctia Marina thi c6 lién quan gi
v6i nhau co cht, ca hai cing thic mic.

Va ca hai déu timra cau tra 101 cing mot lac.
“Qi, khong?!” Frankie rén ri.
“Chj chinh 14 nguoi phu nit ctia to chirc Médecins Sans Frontiéres?” Sinead thét 1én.

Lée 1én trong dau ca hai nguoi - nguyén nhan khién bd Marina roi xa gia dinh dang dimg & ngay
nguong ctra day!

“DPung vay... to1 la Kim Cosgrove,” chi ta noi. “Cho t61 hoi... ¢ 6ng Martin & day khong?”
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“Phai dudi chi ta di thoi!” Frankie dé nghi.
Cb va Sinead b Kim & lai phong khach roi rat vao bép.

“Pudi bang cach ndo day?” Sinead cat van. Co thdy toi nghiép nén di cho chi ta vao nha. “Géan nira
démroi! Chi ta biét di dau bay gio!”
“Nhung chi ta khong thé & day dugc!”
Sinead thd dai nhung sau rdt ciing gat dau.

“Phai tong chi ta di trudc khi Marina vé. Nghi ma xem... Marina dau c6 mong chd duoc gip bd nhi
cta bo minh dau!”

“Nhung minh van chua biét chic ¢ phai 1a ¢6 bé nhi d6 khong,” Sinead nodi bang mdt vé chin chan,
khong ho d6. Kim Cosgrove chi n6i 1a mudn gap ong Martin Kent th61 ma. Chi ta khong hé néu 1y do.

“ Xoi ” Frankie biu méi, xi mot tiéng. “Chi dirng c6 ngy tho nhu thé chir! Néi em nghe coi con 1y
do gi khién chi ta phai dudi theo 6ng dy ca nira vong trai dat nao?”

“Cé ca triéu ly do éy chtr,” Sinead nhim mét lai dé suy nghi mot 14t. U thi, cr cho day dich thi 1a
ngudi phu nit d3 dugc cong bd mat tich cing véi bd Marina di... Chic chin ho da cung bay tir Niger
vé day, rdi vi Iy do ndo ddy ma chi ta da bi ket lai trong mot thanh phd ching c6 ai than thich, hodc
khong du tién dé thué khach san. Trong truong hop do6, rat tu nhién, chi ta s& cb lién lac v&i ong
Martin. Ma bon ¢6 thi gitip duoc gi - Marina khong hé néi 1a 6ng Martin da di déu.

“Chi dung c6 bénh vuc cho chi ta chi vi chi ta 1a dan Ai-len,” Frankie méc may.

“Khau b6t cai mom lai di!” Sinead biét hai dtra bon c6 khong nén ding tum trong bép 1au vay. Co
da noi la di lay tra cho khach va gio dang phai ban biu voi thi tra va am dun nudc.

Frankie ngdi ghé 1én mép ban, nhip nhip ngén tay trén mit gd. “Béo chi ta udng nhanh roi luon di
cho sém.”

“Nhung ma lugn di dau? Chi ta khong thé ¢ nha Travis dugc, cd Rob ¢ dé, thé nio anh dy ciing
doanra va noé1 lai vé1 Marina.”

Frankie vit 6c suy nghi, “Troi, t6i dang 1am gi thé nay? Viéc quai gi toi phai gitp chi ta chi?”

“Boi vi...” Sinead ngdp nging. Boi vi trong chi ta that ddng thwong lic dimg trude thém cira nha
cac co. Bo1 vi chi ta vira trdi qua mdt tinh hudng hiém ngheo ¢ Niger. B&i vi bon ¢6 khong biét ban
chat viéc nay thatra 1a gi.

Mot cach mién cudng, Frankie gat dau. Co thdy Sinead qua nhay cam, nhu 1¢ thuong, nhu:ng mﬁt
khac c6 cling thay 1a khong nén quang nguoi phu nit dang thuong nay ra dudng. “Dé em goi Lee,”
quyét dinh. “Nha anh 4y c6 mot phong bo tréng.”

DPé Frankie di go1 dién thoai, Sinead mang tra ra cho vi khach khong moi ma dén. “Xin 15i vi da
pha tra 1au vay,” c¢6 cdo 10i.

Kim dung bén ctra s0, “Dang 1€ ra t61 khong nén td1 day. Lam phién cac c6 qua.”



“Khong sao,” Sinead noi. “Chi di dudng xa chic mét lam.”

“Viéc nay chic 1a rat la lung véi cac ¢6,” Kim bat dau tu nguyén giai thich, co ndn ra mot ny cuoi
guong gao. “Toi biét Martin dinh di gip con gai. Toi mudn noi chuyén vai éng dy trudc da.”

“Chi dén mudn mat roi. Bac Kent moi to1 day hom qua.” Sinead quan sat k¥ nguoi nhan vién
Meédecins Sans Fronticres, cd do doan. Trong chi ta gon gang, khoe khoan, hét mot nit phong vién
truyén hinh noi chién truong Trung Pong, quan rong thoai mai, 4o jacket, so mi tring. Khuoén mat kha
chuan - hoi vudng, v4i 1ong may thang, tran cao. “Sao chi biét chd Marina séng?” ¢6 hoi.

“Martin c6 ké so qua véi toi. Ong ay nhac to1 quang truong nay. Ong ay hay ké vé con gai lam.”

Con chi thi co tri nho cyc tot! Sinead nghi. “Nhu em n6i day, chi dén mudn mat réi. Nhung néu chi
can mot cho nghi thi...”

“Khong, khong, t61 khong sao!”

“... Frankie dang goi dién cho mot ngudi ban song gan ddy. Anh Ay c6 mdt phong trong va chi co thé
ngu tam & day, it nhat 1a qua dém nay.”

“Chao Lee. Em, Frankie day.”

“May gio r6i em?”

“Nira dém. Xin 16i, em danh thirc anh a?” ¢6 hinh dung Lee dang loang choang quo quao cai dién
thoai trong bong to1, nheo mat nhin dong ho deo tay.

“Khong sao. Em dang & dau vay?”

“Em dang ¢ nha. Nhung ma thé nay, Lee... anh ¢6 mot phong dé trong phai khong?” Frankie hoi. Can
phong ma Lee da cho Wim thué héi trudc Giang sinh, co diéu tén Wim bip bom iy da khong tra tién
tro thi chd ma lai con lam tan vO trai tim cau chua nha bang cach di cho1 vo1 Frankie, sau d6 con
“chom” chiéc Ipod va vai mon khac cta Lee roi té€ch di voi co bo cii [a mot dién vién nhao 10n. Nhung
day la mét cau chuyén khac. Mot trai tim tan vo khac.

“Thi sa0?” Lee 1am bam.

“Cd6 nguoi td1 ngi nho nha anh dugc khong?”

“Nhung trong 4y 16n xon 1am.”

“Co giuong khong?”

“Khong. Chi ¢6 mot tAm ném thdi.”

“Tét. Em s& cho chj ta muon cai tai ngil. Chi ta s& mang ti d6.”

“Chi nao?”

Vay la gio day Lee dang ngdi han day, tung chiéc chin 16ng vit qua mot bén, budc ra khoi giwdng,
trén nguoi khong c6 bat ky tht gi... Oi, thoi di! Frankie tyr nhu. “Muoi lam phuat nira bon em s€ g6 cira
nha anh,” c¢6 no1 chiac nhu dinh dong cot. “Hen gap lai. Bye !”

“Toi da cb goi cho ong Martin, nhung ong ay tit may,” Kim noi, hap tip uong hét tach tra va nhit

chiéc ba 16 nho da cam theo khi Sinead moi vao nha. Chi ta thing thung tur chdi nhi y tim gium chd &
tam, nhung trén dudng ra cira, chi ta ding lai dé xin mot dic an cudi cting, “C6 c6 thé cho toi biét ong



ay da di dau sau khi roi khoi day khong?”
Sinead lic dau, “Khong, em rét tiéc.” Co khong dam tiét 16 théng tin Ay néu chwa hoi ¥ kién cia
Marina. Va lai, c6 nghe loang thoang c6 ti€éng mo to tap vao bén ngoai.

“Lee bao khong hé gi!” Frankie thong bao khi tir sau nha chay 1én. C6 ciing d3 nghe thay tiéng mo t6.
Sao lgi vé vao gio nay vay Troi!

“A, thoi. Toi khong mubn chudc thém ric r6i cho céac ¢d nita dau,” Kim dut khoat, bat chot nhan ra
nhitng anh nhin nhao nhac va lap trc doan nhanh ra 1y do.

“Marina vé€ day,” Sinead thé doc.

“Khong thé dé Marina gap chi duogc,” Frankie huych toet. “Chi éy sé thic méc tai sao chi lai & day.
Chéc chan!”

“Puoc 16, t6i c6 thé giai thich can k& cho ¢ ay hiéu,” nghe tiéng budc chan trén 16i di bo, Kim hoi
hop quay mat ra cura.

Frankie chop lay tay Kim. “Khéng dugc!” ¢d vira noi vira kéo chi ta ra hanh lang,

Kim cudng lai, “B6 toi ra!”

“Bo chi 4y ra di,” Sinead nan ni Frankie.

“Khong, chi ta phai roi khoi day bang ctra sau. Bon minh khong thé dé chi ta lam phién Marina
duoc!”

Mot vong khoda quay trong cira.

“U, cling phai!” Sinead quynh quang, bat thinh linh d6i ¥ va bat dau xua Kim vao bép.

Marina mé cira, thoang thiy ba bong nguoi x6 ddy nhau trong hanh lang. “Cé6 chuyén quai gi thé?”
cd hoi.

Kim Cosgrove 1a ngudi dau tién 1am chu dugc tinh hinh.

(“Chang hiéu sao chi ta lai binh tinh nhu thé dugc nhi?” Frankie hoi Sinead khi phat dau soi lira
bong da qua di. “Than kinh thép cua chi ta ding la dang kham phuc!”)

‘Kim gidng thoat khoi Frankie va Sinead, sau do ty gi6i thiéu vo1 Marina, “T61 la d6ng nghiép ciia
bo co, lam viéc trong t6 chirc Médecins Sans Frontieres.”

“Hu, thé ma t6i cur twong co trom vao nha,” Marina nhan mat, quang mii bao hiém Xuong san. Cling
glong nhu Frankie, chi can mot tich tic 13 da dé Marina ndm bat dugc chuyén gi dang dién ra. Thdy
thuéc khéng bién gidi. Hon nhan khéng bién gidi!

“Ciing khong biét chirng,” Frankie ndi mot cach cay doc. Ké dam cudp chong ngudi khac thi cling
co thé an cap tivi hay nit trang cua nguoi khac lam chu.

“T6i mubn nodi chuyén véi ong ay, nhung ong Ay tit dién thoai roi,” Kim cd giai thich, kién gan
trude su lanh nhat, nhung xem ra lic nay khong thé mat day may dan dugc nira.

“Theo t6i thi diéu dy c6 nghia 14 bo toi khong mudn néi chuyén véi chi,” Marina phan phéo. “Nhat
13 vao dém hom thé nay, v6i lai bé i ciing khong c6 ¢ day.”



“Bon nay ciling da noi thé voi chi ta ro1,” Frankie chen vao.

Marina nheo mit va gin manh ting tleng mot, chdm va danh, “Chéc ltc nay b t6i dang noi chuyén
v6i me t0i, dé thong bao 1a 6ng ay mudn ly dj day.”

Frankie va Sinead bat dau hon hén.
(“Chi ta da sép dat dau vao déy hét rdi!” Sinead héi tudng trong khi mod x¢é lai su viéc véi Frankie.)

Mit Kim tron tron. Chi ta budt roi g16 xach khoi vai nhung da kip chup lai trudc khi néd roi xuéng
san.

Anh mét Marina ngun ngut lira gidn mic du giong ndi van rat ranh rot, “Viéc d6 chic chéng tinh cO
dinh dang ti gi dén chi dau nhi?”

“Nghe nay!” Kim lya 101.

Marina nhio t&i hanh lang vé phia chj ta.

(“Hét nhu Halle Berry trong Miéu Nir, d6 da bo sat, givong vudt ra cao!” Frankie binh ludn, 16 1d
su khiép dam.)

“Khong, nghe nay, dé toi giai thich da!”

“Chang c6 gi phai giai thich ca,” Marina quat. “B6 t6i ly di me t6i chi sau c6 hai dém bi ket trong
xe jeep v&i chi. Chiang kho gi ma khong doan ra.”

Sinead chen vao gitra Kim va Marina, can ngan, “Khoan da!”

“ft ra thi chi van con chut lich sy 1a dé cho bé ti tha nhan trude khi chi vac mit t&i day!” Marina
noi, lac ca giong. “Hay 1a chi s¢ 6ng ay d61 y nén mad1 burc bdi doi ndéi chuyén cho bang duoc?”

Lui tua vao bac cudi cung cta cu thang, Kim ddi chién thuat, “Xin 13i, 18 ra t6i khong nén té1 day.
Chang thich hgp ti ndo. T61 di day.”

Marina san s6, phun ra mot trang, “ Khéng thich hop ! Chir chi trdng khoi mio cudc tinh véi nguoi
dan 6ng hon minh hai muo1 tudi, da co6 gia dinh va hai con l1a thich hop chac?”

“Tu tr nao, Marina,” Sinead can. “Chung ta co chic 1a...”

“Pung c6 xia vao, Sinead. Pé mic tao giai quyét vu ndy,” van cudi trén con thinh nd, mit ddi mat
vO1 nguot phu nit da 1am tan nat gia dinh minh, Marina dam bo vao Kim. “Chi gio1 that day, dam vac
ca mat t61 day co a. Pay la cho cua t61, chi nghe chua? T61 khong mudn cai mat thoi tha cua chi 16n
von quanh day!”

“P1 nao,” Frankie bao Kim, kéo chi ta qua mot bén, thoat khoi tim v&i cua Marina va déy chi ta
qua hanh lang.

Frankie mé ctra ra va cam thy khi lanh ban dém pha vao mit minh. C6 day Kim xudng dudng trude
khi nghe tiéng canh cOng rit trén ban 1€ va ngudce 1én.

“E nay, Frankie,” Lee noi, ctr nhur vira trén trdi roi xudng. “Em con cin phong trong ctia anh nira
khong?”



MUOIMOT

Sang hém sau Frankie va Sinead cting d6n xe buyt dén trudng.

“Phd ca nguoi!” Sinead thé dai. Co hau nhu khong thé md mit ra duoc khi xe buyt lac lu ré vao
khuc cua va thang lai dé tranh xe co.

“Em ciing thé, ngii duoc co ba tiéng,” Frankie ngap dai.

“Lee sbt sang qua nhi?”

[y

“Chur con gi!” Sinead khang khang. “Phai than thiét véi may thé nao anh chang méi chiu 1é ra khoi
giuong va dén don Kim vao gio ay cha.”

“Bay 1a chi khong nghe han cau nhau vi bi dung day gitra dém day thoi ” Frankie cii. “Sudt dudng
vé nha, hin ctr cdn nhin 13 bi mit ngt vai lai phai don dep can phong 4y.”

“O hay, chr may dén duong Nugent 1am gi?”

“Thi, dé giup don phong,” Frankie cd ra vé nghiém tic. “Chi mudn am chi gi day?”

“ Moi [1]?” Sinead bon cot.

“Chtr con ai vao ddy! Em chang c6 dong co tham kin nao nhu chi nghi dau.”

“Mot xiu xiu cling khong?”

“Khong hé!” Frankie tu nht s& khong dé bi mic 16m Sinead. Co dep cai dé tai vé Lee sang mot bén,
“Chi thay vu Marina ‘xtr’ Kim thé nao?”

Sinead hit mot hoi that sau, “Hai d01 quan toéc dai dang trén bo vuc chién tranh. Mot cudc chién
suyt xay ra ngay trudc miii bon minh.”

“Em cling siing so ludn. Ai ngd Marina lai khi phach nhu thé co chit,” Frankie noi, nhin qua ctra s
xe ra ngoai duong phd am udt, tu hoi liéu minh ¢d gan d61 dau véi Kim nhu Marina da 1am hay khong,

“Lic dén nha Lee, Kim thé nao?”

“Im lang. RO rang 1a chang muén m¢ mi¢ng.”

“Khong noi gi hét a?”

“Veé bo Marina 4?7 Khong, chang o e tiéng nao,” Frankie suy luan rang nguoi phu nit dé da bi soc tot
dd nén chi muon cudn minh vao ti ngi va mac cho moi su troi di.

Sinead lac dau khong tin no6i1, “Cha hi€u chi ta nghi gi ma lai vac mat dén tan cho con gai nguoi ta
thé khong biét?” Co6 mudng tuong ra cai vong xody cam xuc cua tinh yéu, ghen tuéng va s¢ hdi ma

Kim va ong Martin dang bi cuén vao, ri lai tu tra 15i cau hoi ma minh dat ra, “Chi ta tuyét vong, tao
doan vay.”

“Pirng ¢6 hoi em. Vi em, tom tit ngan gon 13 chi ta khong nén 1am thé.”

Thiy xe buyt dd dén tram, Frankie dirng 18n, len qua nhitng hanh khach dang dung, tién vé phia cira



xubng. “Cux xem chi ta da gy ra chuyén gi cho Marina thi biét,” co ndi thém, liéc lai canh chirng xem
Sinead c6 giir noi tip hd so dung hinh trong lic chen 1an khong.

Ca hai nhay xudng via hé va chay thuc mang to1 cong truomg dé tranh con mua bét chot. Sinead lay
ong tay 40 jacket lau lau nhirng giot nudc ban Vao tap ho so. “Nhiing luc ap luc, ngudi ta trd nén quai
di that,” ¢6 noi tlep. “Ly 1€ bay tudt khéi ctra $0.”

“Nay, dirng c6 noi 1a chi bat dau t6i nghiép cho Kim Cosgrove day,” Frankie noi, ddy minh qua
canh ctra xoay va ram rap budc doc tién sanh, vuot 1€n trude Sinead. “Chi ta da trudng thanh. Chi ta
phai chiu trach nhiém cho nhiing viéc minh lam.”

Sinead ting toc dé bat kip Frankie, “Chi ta khong thudc loai pha hoai hanh phic gia dinh nguoi
khac dau.” RO rang Kim khong phai loai phu nit c6 4o khoét sau, toc nhuom, da rdm nang quanh nam.

Frankie dimng phit lai. C6 dd mét il roi, chang hoi strc ddu ma dé y dén miy cai tiéu tiét vo van ay
nira. C6 chi quan tAm dén Marina va tdc dong cta vu viéc doi voi ban minh. “Théi di dugc khong?”
cO gat Sinead.

Sinead gt dau, “O, xin 10i.” Hai ngudi budce ti€p vé phia van phong ctia c¢6 Claudia. “Nhung
Frankie nay, thu nhan di,” Sinead gi¢ lai “bai” cii. “Lee da co lang xdng va ru may ¢ lai qua dém dung
khong?”

“Khong!”

CCC(’)",

“P3 bao khong 1a khong!” Frankie va Lee da don dep cac thtr, Kim ndm vat xudng ngay tip lu, Lee
mo1 Frankie udng gi do, c¢6 tir choi va di thang vé nha. Hét chuyén.

C6 mot to gidy ghim trén cira van phong c¢6 Claudia: “Tha Hai - 1am viéc ca ngay trong Gian Trién
Lam s6 2. Chi ti€p nhiing trudong hop khan cap.”

“Trudng hop ctia bon minh ¢6 khan cp khong?” Sinead héi Frankie. Gido vién huéng din ché tic
nit trang ndng ndy nay thuong khién Sinead s¢g dén tut ca quan. “Hay minh ctr dé tap ho so trong phong
c6?”

“Khong dugc,” Frankie quyét dinh. “Minh can ¢6 Claudia néi OK véi nhitng tim hinh ma bon minh
da chon.”

Thé 13 ca hai trd lai cau thang, 1an theo mii mau vé& tuoi réi, tién vao mot cin phong rong thénh
thang, cao voi, noi cac sinh vién nam nhat s& trung bay tac pham ctia minh. Miy 6ng cong nhan dang
dung trén thang xép, nhitng to' gidy mau nam rai rac dudi san nha, nhitng binh phong mau trang dung
sat vao tudng, nhitng bé twong choan ca 16i di, va dang xa, co Claudia dang tit bat chi dao.

“Chung ta can hai tim binh phong ¢ hai dau phong!” ¢6 ra Iénh. “T6i da v€ nhiing 13n phan dudi san
lam mbc roi day. Khong, khong phai cai d6. Dau nay nay!”

Hai sinh vién ndm hai 12 nhitng nan nhan phai di khiéng binh phong. Ho tir tir khiéng vé va dit timg
tam vao vi tri.

“Bon minh tro lai sau di,” Sinead dé nghi. Pén gidy phat nay thi sy ty tin cta cd di bay dau mat
tieu.



“Chd mot ti di,” Frankie bao, mic du ciing dang bun run tay chan. Ngo nhd ¢6 Claudia chan ngay
nhitng gi hai ngudi da 1am va bat ca hai tir bo du 4n thi sao? U thi Travis da chup rat xuat sac, nhung
nhu thé cling chua du chac chan 1a nghé thuat vé trén co thé ctia Sinead va nit trang ctia Frankie s€ trét
lot qua “cura khau”

Bén kia cin phong, gido vién huéng dan bién mat dang sau mot tim phong cao.

“Nhung ma gio cd dy dang ban,” Sinead qua quyét, 6m chit tp hd so vao ngudi.

Lé ngd mot hdi & ngudng cira, den khi ca hai dang dinh quay dau chudn gip thi thay Tristan Fox
x0ng xoc tir dang sau xOng t¢i, cubn bira hai co gai vao trong phong. “Tai hoa!” thay hét 4m 1én.
“Khiing hoang tram trong! C6 Claudia? C6 ai thiy c¢6 Claudia ddu khong?”

“Piang kia kia thay,” mot tho son trén thang xép hat dau vé hudng cd gido hudng din mon thiét ké nix
trang vura di khuat.

Thay Tristan tiép tuc buon ba, “Cé Claudia, c¢6 da 1ap ké hoach phan 6 cho thir Sau chwa? Vira co
mot tai nan. Dung tat ca lai di!”

Khi ¢6 Claudia 16 ra khoi tam phdng véi bia kep hd so trong tay, Frankie va Sinead nan lai lang
nghe.

“Tai nan gi ha thay?” c6 Claudia hoi, vé ngd vuc pha 13n nét trang nghiém.

“Mot sinh vién, Katrine...”

“Walker?” Sinead nhic thay.

“0) ding, Katrine Walker bi gdy xwong phai nam vién. C6 iy di di leo nti hoi cudi tuan va bi nga
xuong tir d§ cao nam mét.”

“Troi 0i!” ¢ Claudia thét 1én. “Dang ra sang nay Katrine phai ¢ truong ma 1am nét bai trién 1am
cta minh chtt. Con rat nhiéu viéc phai lam co ma.”

“Chinh xac,” thﬁy Tristan dé cho ¢6 Claudia “thAm nhuan” tac dong cua cai tin minh vira loan bao.
“Co sinh vién ngo nghéch do suy nghi kiéu gi khong biét, ai lai di leo vach da vao ngay cuoi tuan
trudc cudc trién 1am bao gio!”

Frankie nghiéng ngudi qua thi thim véi Sinead, “Vay 1a khong dugc cam thong chit nao roi!”

“Khong mot i ti,” Sinead 1am nham.

O chinh giira phong, c6 Claudia va thay Tristan dang danh gia tinh hinh. “Chang ta ¢6 nén doi vi tri
trung bay cua Katrine t61 mot goc khuat hon khong, phong truong hop san pham trién 1am cua tro ay
chua san sang?”” c¢6 Claudia hoi.

“Chinh vi thé t6i m6i can ban ké hoach phan 6,” thdy Tristan giai thich, phong thai lich thiép va ké
ca ¢ hiru ¢ thay da bién dau mat. BPay diang la cudc khing hodng tram trong d61 vo1i thay trudng khoa.
“Néu phai do1 gian cua Katrine khoi chd gan 161 vao nay thi cho ai thé vao do6 bay gio?”

“Phai 14 ai d6 that gioi,” c6 Claudia 1am bam. “Thé niy, toi nghi ching ta s& tinh dén viéc doi chd
chung nao chac chian vé chan thuong va bié€t ro bai trién 1am ctua Katrine da xong t61 dau. Néu chuyén
ngay lic nay thi s€ ro1 tung ro1 mu 1én mat.”

Thay Tristan bat dac di phai dong y, “Daisy Fenwick dinh s& di tham Katrine chiéu nay. Nhung



ching ta c6 thé cho duoc bao 1au?”
“Té6i sang mai,” c6 Claudia quyét dinh.

“Pang cai luc dau sbi ltra bong thé nay!” Quay tr¢ ra ctra, mai dén gio thdy Tristan m&i nhan ra
Sinead va Frankie. Thay thd dai va lac dau, “Leo nai!” Thé rdi, ltc vut qua hai cd, ‘mot y nghi chot
16e 1én trong dau thay. “Ban cta cac em dau rdi, Marina ay?” thiy hoi Sinead. “Ban dy c6 dén trudng
khong?”

“Em khong rd,” Sinead s¢ sét dap. Lan cudi cung cd thiy Marina 1a dém qua, sau khi Kim
Cosgrove bi tong qua duong Nugent.

“Néu c6 gip Marina, bao ban 4y ghé vin phong t6i nhé,” thiy Tristan noi trong mot con mua nhirng
ctr dong day burc b01 cua ban tay. “Bao vo1 Marina, theo tinh hinh nay thi rat co thé ban ay s& duogc
nhan vi tri ‘mit tién’ trong cudc trién 1am vao thir Sdu toi day!”

“Hb so!” Marina chi xdp hinh ctia Sinead va Frankie rdi din hai ¢6 ban 1én lau, t6i vin phong cua
co Claudia.

Ca hai theo sau Marina, trong nhu nhitng cha ctru di vao 16 mo.

“Tam trang c6 Claudia dang khong vui!” Frankie noi tham.

“C6 s& ria bon minh ra thanh tirng manh va nuét ching!” Sinead du doan.

Ca hai buéc di, chic mam ré‘mg s& rGt dai va bi hat céng ra khéi trueong dai hoc.

Me Daniella sé giét minh mat! Sinead nghi.

Lai nita - Gidc mo vang da tan! 13 suy nghi dau kho cta Frankie.

Minh da lam lién luy dén Frankie mdt réi , Sinead két luan.

Bon minh da day thir nghiém di qud xa. Bon minh qud pha cdach va tham vong. Frankie chuan bi
tinh than nghe sy khudc tir ctia giao vién hudng dan.

“Pong ctra lai dj,” co Cla‘udia ra 1énh. C6 nhan tap ho so tu’ tay‘Sinead va dr;i’t lén ban. C6 mo ra va
xem x€t k¥ ludng tam hinh dau tién, cham rai Gp ngugc nd xudng roi xem buc tiép theo.

Cé dy ghét ching! Frankie nghi.

Théi roi, ching chang hay hém gi. Cham hét!

C6 Claudia ctii dau xuéng nghién ciru tirng tim hinh. Co ra ngon tay tro doc theo nhirng duong cong
trén chiéc vong canh tay cta Frankie va nhitng hoa vin cau ky trong hinh vé& trén co thé ctia Sinead.

M&i khoanh khic tréi qua déu bién thanh nhitng giay phat im ling. Frankie dé y dén nhirng mon do
ky la trong phong - blrc tuong mot ngudi dan ong deo kinh dang gii dau, dugc lam bang dat sét tho,
dat trén k¢ sach cua co Claudia, ro rang do mdt dtra tré nan. Co ty hoi khong biét ai dd lam bre tuong
ay. Sinead ngd dam dam vao phan dau phia trén cta c6 Claudia, nhin mai toc den, tém sat ra sau va
d6i khuyén tai bang vang, day din, diém xuyét boi nhitng hot da nho 1 ti, quyén ril.

Cuo1 cung co Claudia ciing khao sat xong tat ca cac tam hinh, ngang dau lén nhin Frankie va Sinead.
“Puoc,” ¢b bao.

Puoc ? Sinead nhin sitng Frankie. C6 nghe 14m khong day?



Puoc ? Miéng Frankie ha héc.

“Puoc, cac em ctt tiép tuc di,” c6 Claudia khing dinh, cai tap ho so lai r6i day vé phia Frankie va
Sinead. “Pem 16ng khung vao vé chuan bi treo trong gian trién 1am di.”

“C0 ¢0 thich chung khong a?” Sinead do hoi
C6 c6 thich chiing khéng? Frankie ciing tham hoi lai.

C6 Claudia hoi nhudng 1ong may 1én mot teo. “N6 khéng hop gu tat ca moi ngudi,” ¢d tra 10i.
“Nhung t61 thay ching cach tan va cuc ky tha vi.”

Woa! Sinead chop lay tap ho so.

“Cam on ¢6!” Frankie thd dbc, ba chan bdn cang lao ra khoi phong. Lay Chiia, lay Chiia, cam on

co!
Vé nha bang tau 12 quyét dinh ctia chinh Marina chir khong phai ctia mot ai khac.

“Em c6 chac minh mudn vay khong?” Rob hoi, di bd tién ¢b ra ga. “Em bi€t chuyén lan trude roi
day.

“Em tin chac ma,” c6 cuong quyét. “Bo van con ¢ nha. Chac 1a ca Tom nita. Em can tim hiéu xem
chuyén gi dang xay ra.” Pich xac la tai sao gia dinh minh lai tan ra.

“Nhan tin cho anh khi vé t&i nha nhé,” Rob bat c¢6 hira.

Anh dtng & dau san ga, vay tay khi c6 budc 18n tau, chd mii cho dén khi tau xinh xich roi khoi ga.

Marina ngdi ddi dién vi mot thuong gia dién hinh, so mi gai tay, tai gan chit vao dién thoai di
dong.

“Shirley nay, 1én lich hop v&i Will Sutton chiéu mai nhé, 1am on... U, Gary, tin t6t d0... ching ta s&
dugc ca thdy hai phdy... phan tram... Chao em, anh dang trén xe Itra...”

C6 1am lo véi cai giong kho chiu va cd tranh ban chan voi ctia 130 thuong gia dudi gim ban,
Marina nhin chim chim ra cira s0, chi thiy tAm trang minh lam x4u di nhirng canh dong xanh muot va
nhitng con ngwa dang than tho gam c6. Muon dién cdi dau, muon-dién-cdi-dau 1én dwoc! hinh nhu
nhip xe lira nghién trén duong ray dang lai nhai nhu vay.

Marina m&é mot quyén sach ra, co tap trung d€ doc. Pdng ra minh nén o lgi truong lam cho xong
dw dn , c6 tu nhi. Me sé lai dién tiét lén khi thdy minh hién ra o thém nha cho ma xem.

Rob nhan tin va ¢6 m¢ ra doc. Anh yéu em XXxxxxx
Em cling yéu anh xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx - cO nhan lai.

“Khong, anh s€ khong t&i1 tré dau,” cai 1ao ngdi doi dién véi Marina hira. “Anh c6 cudc hop luc hai
rudi. Vay nén anh s€ veé nha trude bay gio. Anh yéu em, tam biét.”

Sao cudc hanh trinh lai dai 1é thé thé nay nhi? Marina ty héi. Sao 16ng miii cai 130 no1 di¢n thoai kia
lai khi€én minh s61 tiét 1én vay kia? Lao khong thé nhot ban chan 1do lai dugc hay sao ha Troi?

“Tra day? Ca phé day?” ba ban hang xe ddy di ngang qua.
Lao ta mua ca phé va mot thanh Kit-Kat [2] .



Muon dién cai dau, muon dién cai dau, muon-dién-cdi-dau lén duoc.

Marina nhin tro tro ra dang trudce sudt hai tieng dong ho. Co6 s€ vé td1 nha va s€ khong c6 mdt chiéc
xe nao khac dau trong ngd cut ngoai xe cua bd va cia me. Moi nguot ai ndy déu da di lam. Cay anh
dao trong vuon trudc nha chac da nd bung hét ca. Co phai dung chia khoa riéng ma mé cira.

Me s€ deo bo mat da. Tom & trong phong xem tivi. Con bo thi chac chan dang goi ghém do dac.

Muon-dién-cdi-dau lén duoc.

Tat ca chi vi mot c6 a hang hai cai cach tén la Kim, cai nguoi da chang 1am duoc gi dé gay dung
nény té cho cac nudc thé gidi thir ba. Cai ngudi ma tudi tac gan voi Marina hon 13 vai b ¢o.

Marina cau may, roi nhim mat lai. Kim bao nhiéu tudi? ¢é ty hoi. Ba muoi, ¢ 18. Chic churng do.

Cb hinh dung lai khoanh khic ban dau khi mat cham phai ngudi phu nit dd pha hoai cudc song gia
dinh minh. Kim vira vung thoat khoi ¢t x6¢ nach cua Frankie, va dang lic Sinead ding day thi dung
mat Marina ngay trong hanh lang,

Tét nhién réi! Lac 4y Marina da vut 16e 18n trong chép nhoang. Pdy chinh la nguedi phu niv kia!
Thinh linh tit ca moi tha bong tré nén sang to - viéc bd boé me, viéc me khong thd phao nhe nhom khi
ngudi ta tim thdy bd, diéu ndy c6 nghia 12 me d3 nghi ngd vu ngoai tinh va bi dan dat boi ndi ghen
tuéng khi hai nguoi ho cting bién mat & chau Phi heo hut.

Me that dang thuwong! luc d6 Marina da nghi.

Va ngay tap lu, c¢6 danh gia ddi thi - cao, hoi duyén dang, nhung ciing khong co gi dic biét lam. Bé
ngoai trong Kim c6 vé ciing coi va tai gioi, thudc tip ngudi s€ ganh vac trach nhiém trong nhitng con
khing hoang, thé nhung luc dung trong nha Marina, trong chi ta chang khic ndo mdt ké bi ton thuong
sdu sac, mot ké ma chac han co sé& thay toi nghiép, thuong cam néu gip trong mot hoan canh khac.

Durng mém yéu! Marina ty nhu trong 1ic banh xe Itra khua 1€n ram rap. Ma ciing dung dé y den
cam xuc cua chi ta lam gi!

C6 dang trén dudng vé nha dé nodi chuyén voi bd trude khi 6ng pham phai sai 1am 16n nhat trong
do1. Co s€ ding veé phia me va s€ tranh dau vi gia dinh.

Me! Marina muong tuong me dung bén canh Kim Cosgrove. Mgt nguodi rach roi, tu chi, chinh xac,
tudi trung nién; nguoi kia nang dong, manh liét, thong minh va tré trung.

Tré trung. Phai rdi, day chinh 1a nguyén do cta moi van dé.

Marina nhan tin cho Rob, P2 dén ga an toan xxxxxxxxxxxxx, roi tat dién thoai. Pay la ga dén cua
cO, tran bao gia dinh ma co sap stra budc vao tam bao.

111 Tiéng Phap, trong trudng hop nay cé nghia 1a “Tao”.

121 Banh kem x4p ¢6 ba 16p so-co-la bao quanh, do hing Nestlé san xuat va tiéu thu khip thé giéi -
ND.



MUOI HAI

Frankie khong thé tin vao mit minh.
Lee dén quan ca phé sinh vién trong trudng ciing voi Kim Cosgrove.
“Anh dang 1am cai quai gi vay?” co sirng so, dimg phat day, suyt hat d6 ca chiéc ghé dang ngdi.

Lee nhun vai, “Anh khong thé ngin chi 4y duoc. Chi dy nhat dinh khong di néu chua néi chuyén
duoc voi em.”

Frankie t6 rd thai do thu dich véi Kim Cosgrove. Mot dém mién phi trén tAm ném cua Lee 1a du 1dm
01, khong can phai mo to1 tan ddy ma am c6 nira, “Lai gi nira day? Chi con dinh no1 gi dé bién minh
cho hanh dong dot nhap roi pha tan cudc song cua bon con nguodi, ha?”

Kim co ram trude don tin cong, “Chuyén khong phai vay.”

“Khong phai vay? Chi dinh bao chi khong hé biét ong Martin Kent dd c6 gia dinh cha g1?”

Kim lac dau.

“Vay, it nhét chi cling da khong chbi mbi quan hé d6,” Frankie van soi suc. Nhan théy nhirng nguoi
cO mat trong quan déu c6 thé nghe dugc, Frankie di ra hanh lang vo1 Kim va Lee. “Vay co6 gi trong dai
dén no61 chi phai mo dén tim 6ng ay dém qua? Hai nguoi vo1 nhau ¢ Niger thé chua du a?”

“Khong phai thé,” Kim lp lai. “Chung tdi khéng ai mudn chuyén nay xay ra ca.”

Frankie bat tach ngon tay day chdm biém, “Vay chic tai ma thuat qua, kiéu kiéu vay!”

“Khong. Chung t6i da yéu nhau. Khong phai mdi trong tuan vira roi. Toi da gip Martin 1an dau tién
cach day hai ndm.”

“Oi, hoan héo nhi!” Frankie rén ram. “Thi ra ong Ay d4 lira d6i vo con sudt hai ndm troi!”

“Xin nghe tdi n6i!” Kim van nai. “Ching t6i yéu nhau ngoai chil y. Ca hai ching t6i déu da cb két
thiic moi chuyén, nhung c¢6 gi do... hinh nhu 1a dinh ménh... cr kéo chiing t61 lai v&i1 nhau. To1 khong
biét goi chuyén nay la gi...”

“La dbi ltra,” Frankie thing thirng. “Xem ra chi van c¢d ludn lach dé chéi ti.”

“Co 1€ vay,” 16 rang viéc phai ndi thém bét ctr 101 ndo nira d6i véi Kim ciing 1a rat dau dén, nhung
chi ta cb ¢p minh phai noi. “Tuan trude ¢ Niger, tinh thé that nguy khon Chung t61 gap nguy hiém khi

xe jeep chét may. Martin bao rang néu ching to1 thoat khoi do thi 6ng iy s& vé thang nha ma no1 voi
Alice ring cudc hén nhin ctia ho da két thuc. Ong Ay mot mure mudn song véi t61.”

“Con chi?” Frankie hach hoi.
“Tbi ciing da tudng d6 1a diéu minh mudn.”
“Nhung?”

“Nhung trén chuyén bay tré vé, khi chung t6i chia tay & san bay, va sau d6 nira, khi biét ong ay sé&
bao cho toan thé gia dinh biét vé quy€t dinh ctia minh thi t61 ¢t 1an can va nghi dén hang ngan diéu
khac nhau, nhung git lai, c6 1€ d6 khong phai 1a hanh dong dung dan...”



“T6i mudn biét rd mot diéu,” Frankie cit ngang. “ Tai sao dém qua chi lai dén quang truong
Walgrave?”

“Pé tim Martin. Nhu t6i d& néi, tai ong ay tit dién thoai.”

“Pé noi gi v4i ong ay?” Frankie dién tiét hoi, xoe tay va tron mét nhin Kim.

“Pé nbi rang t6i mudn ong Ay tri hodn moi viéc lai da,” Kim giai thich. “Khoan hdy noéi voi ba
Alice 1a 6ng ay muodn ly di, boi vi to1 khong thé mang lai cho 6ng ay 1ong tan tuy ma ong ay dang tim
ki€ém; ngay bay gio thi khong.”

“Chj dinh bo 6ng 4y 4?” Frankie go 1én. “Va bay gio chi mudn t6i ndi véi Marina dé chuyén thong
di¢p do té1 ong ay trude khi moi chuyén tan thanh may khoi dung khong?”

“Pung la dd chét dAm!” Travis thét 1én khi Frankie thuat lai sy tinh. Sinead dé thém nhirng tir ma
mot co gai ngoan hién khong nén biét dén.

Frankie di “truy nd” cdp Travis-Sinead, va khi tom dugc hai nguoi trong phong chup anh, ¢ lién
thong béo.

“Cha, chuyén 10n x0n qua!” Sinead tan dong.

“Thé chi ta dau roi... tén la gi ay nhi?” Travis hoi.

“Kim Cosgrove. Vira méi ro1 khoi day voi Lee. Em da bao anh ay dua chi ta ra ga... r61 mudn di
dau thi di, mién dirng c6 quanh quan & day dé Marina phai cham mat.”

“Thé Marina dau?” Sinead hoi. “N6 c6 dén chd Rob khong?”

Travis xo0a xoa mang rau lan phiun dudi cam, “DE xem. A, sang nay Marina c6 & do, nhung da di
tru¢c anh ro1.”

“0, ¢6 thiy chi ay vé nha dau,” Frankie nhin mit. “Vay Rob c¢6 noi chi ay di d4u khong? Ha,
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Travis, anh nho lai xem!

Travis c6 danh vat voi trang thai 1o ¢ budi sang va du vi ctia thirc udng nong do cao con vuong lai
tir to1 qua, mai m&1 nhd ra noi cai sy thé khong may tot dep, “Marina v€ nha gap bo me roi.”

“Oi Troi, ac mong!” Frankie thd dai, chot cam théy khjép SO su ngdt ngat tu ting bao quanh minh.
“Bon minh di uong ca phé di!” ¢6 nai ni.

Thé 14 ca ba roi can phong bé teo, di ling mdt cai miy ban hang ty dong gan nhat. Roi ca dam va
phai mot nhom nam nhat bén ngoai van phong thay Tristan va nghe thay cai t€n Katrine Walker bi dem
ra ban tdn am7.

“... Bi gy mat ca!”

“... Daisy bao n6 bét tinh.”

“Bat dong.... bo bot... vat Iy tri lidu...”

“Toan thé gidi dang sup d6!” Sinead 1am bam.

“Frankie, sang som mai dén gip t6i, nhd mang theo may mon nit trang trién lam cua em,” co
Claudia luot ngang qua, mét va tay dinh vai vét son mau trng, toc x0 tung roi x6a xubng vai. “Con
Sinead, t6i cAn xem nhitng ban v& gbc cta em - tit ca cac cong doan chuin bi. Can phai dua vao cudc



trién 1am cho moi nguoi thay toan bd quy trinh sang tao.”
“Xin 15i vi dau 6c em muon nd tung ca r6i!” Frankie rén 1én tham thiét.

“Ca phé kia!” Travis dan budc va vuot 1én dan dau. Ba nguoi tim thdy mdt cai may ban hang va
anh dut tién xu vao khe may. Xong c4 ba budc ra ngoai tro1, ngdi bén voi phun nude & 161 vao chinh.

Phai mat mot luc lau chang ai néi cau gi.
Sinead nhin dam dam vao cai coc gidy trudc mat minh, hit t&1 hit lui thir nude ndng mau den ma
chang budn nhap lay mdt lan.

Frankie qhér laj hinh anh Marina vao dém trudc, khi phat hién ra Kim Cosgrove bong nhién tir dau
xuat hién. Soc diéng nguoi. Tt gian. Pau don.

“Dang ra em khong nén cho chi ta vao nha,” cudi cung Sinead 1€n tiéng. “Frankie da bdo em dudi
chi ta di ma em khong nghe,” c6 giai thich v&1 Travis; anh dang quang tay 6m vai co.

“Tho1 nao, mat bdo md1 lo 1am chudng thi ¢6 ich gi,” Frankie c6 ndn ra mot nu cuoi.
“Dung dé y cai ki€u an du v& van do,” Travis gop lo1i.
“Khong, y em la viéc xay ra thi da xay ra roi. Kiéu gi Kim Cosgrove cting khong cho ndi nira. Neu

khong dén nha bon minh tim 6ng Martin Kent, c6 khi chi ta cling mo vé qué va xoc thang vao nha ho dy
chir. Roi tran chién s& nd ra ¢ d6, thay vi o day.”

“Nhung bac Kent c6 biét bac ay da bi chi ta dd khong?” Travis hoi.
Sinead nhin Frankie, Frankie vd buyp tay 1én tran, vot miéng, “Khong!”

“Biét ngay ma, du anh chi 1a mét chang trai tré th6i,” Travis nhin vai, “nhung anh dd 1a bac éy
khong biét dau.”

“Quan trong hon, ca Marina cting khong biét not,” Sinead noi. “That tinh, em rat ghét cai cach nguoi
16m 161 c6 nd vao vu ndy. N6 dau dang phai bi nhu vay.”

“Chur ai dang?” Frankie thém. “Nhung em dong ¥ véi chi diém d6. Marina von 1a nguoi ban linh
day minh, nhung 1an ndy bi ngudi ta x41 tung ca 6c 1én. Chir binh thuong chi ay van ty chu lam.”

“U, nd chang doi ndo lai ddm dap 1én nguoi khac dé dat dugc dicu minh muon,” suy di ngam lai,
Sinead chua tirng nghe Marina nang 161 v&1 ngudi khac bao gio. “Con nhd cai blog nod tung viét
khong?”

“0, < Chao thé giéi! > Nghiém tuc, thang than dén tirc cudi.”

Lai tiép tuc im ling. O ngay phia sau, voi phun ban nuéc 1én khong va gi6 thoi bat nhitng bui nudc
li ti 1€n dau ba nguoi.

“Bon minh phai 1am gi bay gi0?”” Sinead noi.

“Nhin tin cho Marina di,” Travis dé nghi.

Sinead moc dién thoai ra.

“Goi ma nodi chuyén truc tiép c6 khi tot hon day,” Frankie quyét dinh. “Bao chi ay la ba Kim dang
choi bai chuon!”



Marina thdy minh nhu tén tir toi dang 1& nhitng budc chan cudi cung t6i cai ghé dién. C6 di md canh
cong nay, da dam lén 161 vao ngdi nha nay hang tri€¢u lan rdi, nhung chua bao gid c6 lai mang tam
trang cua ngay tan thé nhu hom nay.

Me c6 da md cura trude khi co kip xoay chia khéa. “Vao di con,” ba Alice lang 1€ noi.

Qudi lg - chang nhdn nhé, chang phan déi, ciing chang “Con lam gi & dday?”’

“Bd dau réi me?” ¢ hoi, bude vao phong khach.

“Bi dao roi. Ong 4y bao can tinh tim mot chat.”

“Con Tom?”

“Trén phong ay. Marina, b da n6i v6i me 12 6ng dy s& ra di.”

“Con biét 161 me a,” cAu ndi troi ra tudn tudt, chéng ¢o ti cam xic nao. “Bd da ghé qua chd con
trude khi vé day.”

“Ciing chang c6 gi bat ngd. Me di sbng trén ludi dao bao nim nay roi.”

Marina nhin tro tro ra cira sO tdi chiéc may xén bi vt chong cho gitta bai co. “Me cam thiy thé
nao?” co hoi.

“Chét diéng. Nhung gio thi qua roi, me chi thiy tréng rong thoi. Me lo lang cho Tom.”

“Tom s& 6n thoi,” Marina néi. Chang 1& khong c6 ca dén nhitng ci 6m siét, réi nudc mat, roi nhiing
161 bién hd va budc td1 sao? Can nha im lang dén quai géd.

“B6 con bao khong c6 ai khac lién quan dén chuyén ndy,” ba Alice tiép.

M3t Marina tron tron nhung ching noi gi.

“Nhung me khong tin dau. Cai ly do muon thué - khong ngudi dan 6ng nao dut ao vo con, gia dinh
ma lai khong dan diu vd1 mot moi khac - mot ngud1 mau tré, mot thu ky van phong, mot co gai tinh co
gap tai quan bar.”

Guong mat Kim Cosgrove - guong mat ro nét, den, tran cao, mi¢ng nghiém nghi - ty dong hién ra
trong tri Marina.

“Martha Hill & nha ké bén ké cho me nghe mot chuyén 16 lang hét st Vé ong anh ré cta ba éy ” G1o
day, hoan toan xa la vo1 tinh cach thudng nhat, me Marina duong nhu mudn ndi khong ngtrng. “Ong ta
bbén muoi 1am tudi chu it gi, bdng nhién lai bo vg bo con di theo mdt con mua 16ng. Con c6 bao glo
nghe dén cai tro mia may d6 chua? Gidng nhu mua cot ay, co diéu ngudi ta udn éo trong mot cai 16ng!
L6 bich khong ta ndi!”

“Vang!” Marina am .

C6 nudc mat dang 1én noi khoe mit ba Alice khi ba budc lai gin Marina va cam tay ¢6, “Con 1én
gap Tom di!” ba nan ni. “Keé tur khi chuyén nay v 16, nod ctr chiang nd1 chang rang!”

“Co thé anh Rob s& duoc vao 1am ¢ dai phat thanh dja phuong ddy,” Marina néi voi cdu em trai,
nham pha tan tang bang lanh gia. O nha, vao nhitng dip dugc nghi, Tom van hay lam DJ trong tiéc tiing
cta dam ban. “Ban nhac Bad Mouth cua anh ay c6 thé s€ nhan dugc mot hgp dong ghi am.”
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“Nghe an twgng nhi!”
Tom ngdi bén may vi tinh, lung quay lai phia Marina. N6 nhdp chudt va ré trén man hinh.
Marina ngéi trén givong, “Me bao chi 1én n61 chuyén vo1 em.”
“No6i gi?” giong Tom 0 6, ctrng do, ¢6 ¥ khong boc 16 bat cir diéu gi.
“Chj biét, that 1a kho nuét,” Marina nhin nhirng tAm ap-phich in cac tay dua m t6 va xe hoi dan day
trén tuong. Ngoi thir hoi 1au, mai c6 moi thd hat ra va noi, “Em nhé ndy, Tom, chi ba ndm nira thoi 1a
1

em s€ vao dai hoc!

Cudc dao ngdn ctua 6ng Martin Kent bién thanh mot chuyén cuoc bd dai ba tieéng dong ho, Marina da
giip me xén not bai co, lai con kip mé may chuyén tro véi Rob mot hoi ma van chua thay bo quay vé.

“Thé nao, em?” Rob hdi. Anh dang & Escape, cho Sinead va Travis.
“Khon kho. Nhung me rat binh than. Tom rut tit vao vo 6c cua no.”
“Em y€u, c6 mubn anh to1 don em khong?”’

Twa nhw chang hiép st trén chiéc Yamaha do, civu c6 gdi khéi con chcin tinh da lam tan nat gia
dinh minh! “Khong, cam on anh,” ¢0 tho dai. “Em khong noi gi vo1 me vé ¢b Kim do dau, nhung em
mudn bd biét rang em da biét chuyén. Noi chuyén vdi bd xong em s& don xe 1tra vé ngay.”

“Chac khong?”

“Chic. A, anh nay, em vira nhan dugc tin nhén ctia Sinead. Em muén doc cai da.”
“U, noi chuyén sau nhé.”

“Yéu anh, bye !” Marina md tin nhin ctia Sinead ra va doc.

Hi, Marina. Tao day. Quan trong ldm. F, T va tao m&i kham pha mot chuyén. Tro1, phai chi Itc do
may dung tat may. Chuyén thé nay, K Cosgrove da thii nhan v61 F r61. Chi ta khong muon tron di va
song hanh phuc tron do1 vé1 bo may dau. Moi thtr da thay do6i1! B6 may mac can r61. That day - K da
doi y - dém qua dén 1a mudn thii nhan. Nhé goi khi nhdn tin nay. Nhé may. xxx

Khoan da! Kim Cosgrove tinh bo roi bo! Marina di t6i di lui trén bai c6. Bé sé b6 me ma bé lai
khong co noi nao dé di!

“Marina!” ba Alice Kent hién ra ¢ ctra nha sau va chi Ién d6i, noi dang ong Martin dang thap
thoang an hién. “Vao nha di con, doi 6ng ay thao gidy, ngdi xudéng xong xudi roéi hing ndi gi thi noi.’

Nhung Marina lic dau va lao nhanh qua vuon, lach minh khoi canh cong nhé hudng ra canh dong.
Co co chan lao vé phia bo.

“B n6i dbi!” Marina thup nghiéng nim ddm vao nguc 6ng Martin Kent. “B6 da noi déi vé Kim
Cosgrove!”

Mit 6ng Martin tring bot, méi mim mong va banh ra. “Bé khong n6i doi,” 6ng phan khang, dung
nhu tro1 trong, nhung dau thi ngoeo sang mot bén.

“Cd, bod da khong noi cho con biét vé chi ta! Nhu vay 1a néi doi!”

Hai cha ngya lun trén dong dung dinh di khuat vé goc xa. BO Marina ngd nguo1i ra sau, dya vao buc



tuong da.

“Vay ma bd bao véi me 13 khong c6 ai khac!”

“Bo khéng mudn 1am me con dau 1ong.”

“Noi dbi!”

“Bd mudn 1am cho sy viéc nhe nhang hét strc co thé.”

“Nhe nhang cho bd thdi, khéng phai cho me!” nudc mat tudn 14 chi trén mit Marina. “Con da gip
ngudi phy nit d6 réi, bd c6 biét khong?”

Ong Martin Kent lic dau, vai mit vao hai 1ong ban tay.

“Viéc d6 xay ra khi b tat dién thoai. Chj ta t&i chd con dé tim bd!”

Ong rén 1én.

“Pling thé day - con da gap Goody Two Shoes [1] bing xwong bang thit. Con chét sttng luén. Chi ta
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khong thudce tip nguoi cua bo dau!
“Co6 1m di khong, Marina!”

“Trudc hét, b dang tudi cha chi ta!”

“Im ngay!”

Marina nin thd, toan than run ban, bat dau Iui lai. Ngudi dan ong dang ding trude mit co day khong
phai 13 b6 ¢6 - ngudi dan ong manh mé, hay choi vét 16n dudi tham phong khach hdi c¢6 18n ba va
thuong cong kénh co trén vai, ngudi dan ong ma ¢ ludn kinh trong. Thay vao day, co chi thdy bd mit
ctia mot ké phan boi. “Hai ngudi chénh nhau t6i hai muoi tudi. B6 tuong chi ta s& ¢ lai bén bd chic?”
Marina hoi, san sang choc ngoay mili dao.

“Tho1, du ro1,” bo co ndi, diém tinh hon, gio 1a ki€u cha no1 véi con gai, dé tu ve.

Chi ta bo bo roi! Marina muon noi vay, nhung cau dé khong thot ra duogc.

Ong Martin néi, “Bo biét 1a con rat tirc gian. B6 hiéu. B6 xin 161, bo thanh thuc xin 16i.”

“B6 nén noi thé véi me ay,” ¢d gio 1én, “ring bo xin 16i vi da dim me xudng dia nguc.”

“Bo biét,” ong guc dau. “Con nghe day, bo va me da noi chuyén véi nhau nhi€u roi, nhiéu dén noi
phat om ca 1én. B6 va me da nhay di nhay lai mai vé nhitng mac muru gitra hai nguoi.”

Ngoai trir cdi tiéu tiét vé co bo nhi! Marina nghi.

“Va bo da quyét dinh la s€ thu x€p nhitng thir can thiét, cang nhanh cang tot, sau do bo s€ ra di. Me
con cling cho do la cach tot nhat.”

Mot lan nira Marina lai cam thay niém tho1 thuc phai thui vao ngure bo mot cai nira. “Néu la bo thi
con s€ goi dién thoai cho Kim trudc da,” c6 bao bd, cam thay rang bat ludn chuyén gi xay ra, b ciing
c6 quyén biét tit ca sy that. “Con nghe ndi chi ta c¢6 diéu rat quan trong mudn néi véi bd day.”




111 Tén mdt cd gai cuc ky tot bung va lac quan, von 1a chuyén ké trudc gid di nga cho tré em, sau do
Oliver Goldsmith, nha van Anh, sinh tai Ai-len, viét lai va xuat ban 1an dau nam 1765 - ND.



MUOI BA

“Pay, tong vao bung di,” Frankie 4n mot 14t banh mi phét mirt cam véao tay Marina.
Marina lac dau.
“Mau! Chi c6 Sinead méi1 bo an khi bi stress thoi, dau phai chi!”

“Xin 131, nudt khong ndi,” Marina di thic tring ca dém, tho than quanh nha, dau 6c ctr nhay tir canh
dam dia nurdc mat nay dén doan phim dac ta tinh huong r6 dai khac.

“Marina khong chiu an,” Frankie bao cao vo1 Sinead khi c6 ban tat vé nha mot luc. Frankie da
cham soc va lang nghe Marina trit bau tim su vé nhitng gi di xay ra hom qua, it nhat 1a ca tiéng dong
ho r6i.

Sinead liéc dong hd deo tay. “Bon minh phai gip c6 Claudia day,” c6 nhic Frankie. Nhung vira
nhin ludt qua bd mait tai nhot, than thd cia Marina, Sinead bi€t ngay la minh va Frankie s€ chang di
dau hét. “Tro1 o1, Marina,” c6 kéu lén thang thot, ngdi doi dién voi ban bén ban bép. “Sao lai ra nong
noi nay ha?”

“Con té hon 4y chir,” Frankie ngdi sat vao Marina va choang tay qua vai cd ban. “Marina bi dién ca
dau roi. Chi ay khong néi dugce cho bo chi ay biét vé cd6 & Kim, Nguoi1 Phu Nit Mat Tich Than Ky,
nhung ma viéc gi phai no1? Pay dau phai vi¢éc cia chi!”

“Tao chi bao bd goi cho con mu 4y thdi,” Marina 1am bam. “Xong r6i tao di ngay.”

Sinead thd dai, “Hurm, thé thi c6 gi sai dau.”

“Tao khong sao ¢ lai nha dugc nita. Tao da hét vao mat bd va bao bd di ma go1 cho mu ta di. Co
Tro1 méi1 bi€t chuyén gi xay ra tiép theo. Chang hiéu néu my Kim bo bo thi c6 gi khac khong - ong ay
van s€ ro1 bo me!”

Sinead an ui, “Phai tao thi chic tao ciing 1am nhu may thoi!”

“Chang hiéu sao luc 4y tao khéng ndi chuyén cho rd rang hon co chr?” Marina ap bo mit dau kho
vao vai Frankie, khoc nirc né. “Tao khong gitt dugc binh tinh trude mat bo. Chi ¢ hét va hét toang 1én
tho1.”

“Tai1 bac éy lam chi dau khd,” Frankie xoa diu ban. “Béc éy 14 bé chi. Khong ai nghi bd minh lai
nhu thé ca.”

Sinead dé Marina khoc mot 14t roi hoi, “Con Rob thi sao? Anh 4y xir Iy vu nay thé nao?”

“Rat tuyét,” Marina dap. “Anh Ay dén tao & ga. Chang can phai noi gi hét - chi thoang nhin 14 anh ay
hi€u ngay.”

“N6i dung ra thi can gi phai doc duoc tAm tri ngudi khac moi hiéu,” Frankie néi. “Y em 1a, noi
trang ra, tui ndy quen thay chi manh mé hon co!”

Marina gwong cuo1 nhat, 1ap tirc Frankie ben tim lay co hoi, “Marina xudng xe ltra v6i bd dang
tham thuong - khong trang diém, toc tai bu xU, 40 quan nhan nhiim - ¢ nang roi vao vong tay Rob va
khoc nac 1én nhu mot diaa tré!”



“Purng phong dai qua,” Marina phan dbi.

“Em phong dai hdi nio. Anh Rob liéc nhin bo mit nhem nhube ctia chi, voi hai quing tham duéi
mat, nwrdc mui tho 10...”

“Lam-on-di1!” Sinead thd phao vi Frankie da ha dugc nhi¢t. “Day cuc ky danh gia cao tai nang cua
Rob,” co6 két luan.

“0, anh 4y dung 13 ngudi ludn st canh khi minh yén binh ciing nhu luc minh gian kho.”

“Khi giau c6 ciling nhu liuc ngheo hen.”

“Luc khoe manh ciling nhu khi 6m dau,” Frankie két ludn. “A, anh 2y da co tin gi vé cudc phong van
xin viéc chua?”

Marina lac dau, “Anh ay ctr twong 1a s€ khong dugc nhan.”

“Chj c6 n miéng banh niy nita khong?” Frankie ding 1én, vira dinh don cac thtr trén ban thi dién
thoai reng, bén chay ra boc may.

“A106?” c6 noi, vo1 qua lung x6-pha trong phong khach va moi day dién thoai tr dudi dém lén.

“Chao, Frankie ha?”

“Phai, ai vay a?”

“Lee day!”

“Q, chao anh!” Khong phai 14 ngudi ma Frankie chd doi. Nhu thuong 18, ¢6 thu thé ngay 1ap tirc.

“Anh mudn cho em biét tin mdi nhat vé Kim. Em c¢6 di hoc khong? Gap nhau ubng ca phé nhé?”

Woa, lai nita! “Lic ndy em dang bi di nhu ma dudi 4y. Anh khéng ndi qua dién thoai dugc a?” Ky
qua, Frankie tu nhu. Sau nhitng gi anh ay da lam cho bon minh thi it nhdt minh ciing nén gap mot ti
ma ca phé ca phao cac thir chu.

“Kim d3 1én xe dé ra san bay roi,” Lee bao. “Pinh s& dap chuyén bay ké tiép di Dublin.”

“Co chac 1a di that roi khong?” Frankie hoi do. “VAy em bao v&i Marina 1a Kim da bién khoi noi
nay ro1 dugc khong?”

“U, duge,” Lee xac nhan. Hinh nhu anh mudn gac may cho nhanh, va ai trach anh éy duoc? “Hen
gap sau nhé, Frankie. Bye .”

Van cam théy ay ndy, Frankie nhan nh6 gac dién thoai, nhung chot nhan théy c6 mot tin thoai mdi
nén co6 lién nhan nat “Bat”.

“Quy khach c6 mot tin méi,” may bao cao. “Tin nhan luc 4 gid chiéu thir Hai.”

Mau mau 1én nao! N&i sdt rudt cua Frankie trude cai may kénh kiéu, chdm ri suyt khién c6 gic may
cai ryp trude khi nhan hét tin, nhung c¢6 gi d6 xui khién c6 dgi thém mot gidy nira.

“Xin chao, day la tin nhin cho Frankie McLerran tir Jessica West cua Bed-Head. Frankie, ¢c6 mot
sO nira cho chau. Bac da goi vao di dong ctia chau nhung khong c6 tin hiéu.”

Khi that! Frankie thoc tay vao tai quén jeans, moc chiéc dién thoai di dong ra va théy no6 da gﬁn hét
pin.



“Ngay mai, thir Ba. Khong phai di xa - ngay tai chd. Goi lai cho bac nhé.”

Phi! Frankie tr dong quay s ctia hing Bed-Head. Cau “X in [6i chdu khéng tham gia dwoc dau”
da truc san trén moi co.

Frankie gip nhan vién tiép tan, c6 ndy ndi thang may dén Jessica.

“Frankie, chiu dang & dau diy? Bac dang dién hét ca dau 1én day. Nghe ndy, chau chi c¢6 diing mot
tieng rud1 dé co mat tai studio. Trong vung nay thoi, s6 35A dudong Duchy. Pung lo, s€ nhanh thoi -
chi trong vong ba tiéng dong ho.”

“Ba tiéng dong ho!” Frankie kéu 1én. “Chau phai vao trudng. Thir Sau trién 1dm réi. C6 hudng dan
s€ giét chau mat!”

Khong mot 101 thong cam tir ba sép cua hing. Thay vao d6, ba ta budng 1énh nhu thudng 18, “Cong
viéc ma chiau. Co6 hang tram c6 gai dang xép hang dang sau chau day, cho nén hay nam lay co hoi.”

Troi oi, thir nhat, Marina dang rat buén va cdn may. Thir hai, ngay tai phit ndy, mdy phai g6
cira phong co Claudia, glao nop mau trang sirc trién lam. Thir ba, may dang bi Jessica thiic dit.
Vay thi lam thé qudi ndo ma may c6 thé phan than ¢ ba noi cing lic bdy gio?

“Cru toi voi!” Frankie kéu yéu 6t. “Duoc rdi, chau sé ti,” ¢6 hira voi ba chi hing.

“35A dudng Duchy, mudi rudi,” Jessica nhic lai cho rd, rdi gic may.

“Chai dau di. Dam thém chut son vao,” Sinead khuyén. C6 dinh néi cho Marina vé tai nan cla
Katrine, nhung roi lai quyét dinh khong nhen nhém hy vong cho ban dén chirng nao thay Tristan ra
quyét dinh chinh thirc. C6 chua ting thdy Marina thé nay bao gi¢ - ki€t qué hoan toan va ty thu minh
vao vo oc.

Marina ué oai lac dau. “Tao chang 1ong da ndo ma dén trudng luc ndy,” ¢b giai thich. “May di di.
Tao ¢ nha.”

“Mot minh 42" Sinead ldc dau. “Con 1au!”

“Tao On ma.”

“On cai gi ma 6n. Néu & nha mot minh, may lai chang sa vao ndi tram uat ngay 4y chir. Tao con la
gi. Tao da tirng bi vay ro1,” Sinead ctr to to di theo Marina hét trong bép lai ra dén phong khach. “Co
1én di nao,” co khuyén.

Nhung Marina khong cam duoc nude mét. Co lai oa 1én nirc no.

“Ngoi xudng di!” Sinead bao Marina, chidn dong gbi trén x0-pha quanh ngudi ban, roi ngdi bat chéo
chan trén san. “Noi1 hét ra di. Cai gi dang lam may kho chiu vay?”

“Khong biét nita. Tao van choang vang kinh khung. Tai sao viéc ndy lai xay ra véi tao chi!” Méi
phut trude Marina con la ¢6 gai trong mot gia dinh trung luu - hai con, hai xe hoi, c6 ca bo lan me,
tivi man hinh phang, ti cap dong Smeg - thé ma chdp mat mot cai, tat ca da do vo tan tanh.

“Ho...0,” Sinead tho dai. C6 da tirng ném cai cam giac ndy cach day sau niam, khi bd me cb chia
tay. Du vi 1y do nao di chdng nira thi con cai cling van phai lanh hau qua.

“Bo tao da no1 doi!” Marina ti€p. “Ong ay tham chi khong du can dam dé€ néi sy that.”



Sinead ciing trai qua diéu d6 ro6i, “Ho tudng 1am thé 1a dé bao vé tyi minh.”
“Khi mdc!” Marina lau nudc mit.

Sinead gat dau.

“That 13 ngdc nghéch!”

“U,” Sinead bung chan ra va thu dau gbi vao sat cam. “Chac b6 may dang ngd nhan. Bi lac trong
bui ram chau Phi, chiang biét khi nao dugc ctru - vay thi khac ndo déc mau chay nguoc 1én dau.”
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“Tro1 o1, sao ma...!” Marina théu thao. C6 muon chiri thé mot cau nhung lai thoi.

“Con me may thi lai qua ty man, coi chuyén ong ay phai rira xe vao ngay Chu nhat, ro1 xén co nay
no 1a chuyén tat nhién.”

“Khong, chuyén vuon tuge me lam hét,” Marina cii, nhung roi lai nhan vai. “O, ma cling phai. Me
tao cur hay kim kep nguoi khac qua dang.” Don ban di, cho bat dia vao may, phai xin phép truoc khi
hdt xi chit.

Sinead ctr nhan nha, miac cho Marina x4 hét ra nhitng suy nghi trong dau, mai ré1 ¢6 madi noi tiep
bang giong nhd nhe, “Day khong phai 1a van dé ctia may,” c6 thuyét phuc Marina. “Du sao thi cudc
sOng van ti€p tuc co ma.”

Marina nhin mat, rdi hit mét hoi that dai, “May muén tao dén truong cing may ha?”

Sinead gat dau, “Tha Sau trién 1am ma hom nay da 1a thir Ba roi. May dén gip thdy Tristan di. Thé
ndo thiy dy ciing ¢ tin s6t déo cho may day.”

“Tao ciing chang biét nita. Mot phan thi tao chi muén cudn minh vao nhu qua bong va lanh mét luon
di cho rdi.”

“Phan con lai thi mudn duoc ¢ ngoai kia, kiéu ky chung to0,” Sinead nhan manh. “Mudn phd dang
diéu Marilyn ctia minh, tré quai ham xu6ng, trong dang gia c4 triéu do-1a.”

Nhu hdi méi gip nhau 1an dau tién, Frankie, Sinead va Marina dién d6 xénh xang xudng phd, mat
ngot ngao tinh tr, ki€u hanh, tdn hudng tirng gidy ting phut cia cudc song.

Marina gat dau. Co6 biét Sinead da noi1 dung. “Frankie dau?” c6 hoi.
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“Pi chup hinh mau r6i. N6 bao s& gip bon minh & truong lac mot rudi.”

“May gio r61?”

“Muoi mot gio. Con nguyen hai tiéng cho may tam rura va stra soan dé doi1 mat voi the gidi, cong
vo1 nra gio dé di bo vao pho.”

“May cho tao nhé?” mit Marina trong hoc hac v6 cung va can it nhat hai tiéng dong ho dé chinh
trang lai.

Sinead gat du, tw cam thay hai 1ong va nghi thim rang minh nén di hoc 1am chuyén vién trr vin méi
phai, ctr nhin cai cach c6 dong vién Marina thi biét. “Di1 tam, lam toc roi t0 son vao!” Sinead giuc gia.
“Hay hién ngang dén truong de€ thién ha thay la may co6 thé lam dugc nhitng gi!”



MUOI BON

“Phong cach bac si Zhivago [1]!” stylist nhdn manh véi Frankie. “Lang man kiéu nudc Nga tién X6
Viét. Lap lanh anh sao va tuyét!”

Pich thi la dam cwéi! Frankie nghi. Minh trong bg dam suén mau trang ciia Vera Wang, voi do
khoac long chon trang, phu toan thdn! Ciing hot ra phét day chir!

“Bat dau nao!” nhiép anh gia don doc, budc lui khoi dan den chiéu.
Stylist stra stra mai toc bo1 nguoc 1€n cao cua Frankie, quan quan nhirng lon toc quan trudc tran c6

ro1 dinh mdt tam mang che mat dai vao cai vuong mié¢n. “Anh trang!” chi ta nhac Frankie. “Nui va xe
truot tuyet!”

Cuc hot ! Frankie c0 to ra diém nhién trong cai 4o khodc 16ng chon vira van. Cai ao that lai ¢ eo,
dé hd mot khoang nguc cang phong va chi€c vay xa-tanh buong dai bén dudi. C6 ding vao vi tri va
hudng mat vé phia camera.

“Chu ré dau?” nhiép anh gia goi, ngd qua nhitng tim phong chan tdi mot goc t6i ctia phong chup.
Chii ré? Frankie ty hoi. Sao cha ai bdo véi minh la 6 chii ré nhi!

Mdt bong hinh cao 16n, 4o choang dai mau den, so mi lya mau xam, thit no day, tir trong bong tbi
hién ra. Mai toc den cua anh ta cham tG1 vai. Anh ta mang giay cao boi va ngon tay nao cling deo nhan
bac.

“Frankie, day 1a Mick,” stylist gi&i thigu.

Tir co thé ngudi miu nam ma Frankie sdp “cudi” téa ra mii nude hoa cao rau dat tién. Hai nguoi
ap sat lai va nhin nhau nhu thé dang yéu say dam. Nhi€p anh gia bat dau lam viéc.

“Coi 40 16ng ra,” stylist ra 1énh sau khi nhiép anh gia da chup dugc khoang mot trim pd hinh.

Frankie néi 16ng tim 4o ra va budng roi xudng san truong quay. Mudi hai gio rudi. Co da ¢ day hai
tieng roi.

“Thé hién ngdn ngir hinh thé di ndo!” nhiép anh gia ra 1énh. “C6 1én, Frankie, c6 phai trong nhu sip
lay chong ay!”

Frankie nhin dim dudi vao d6i mét xanh hép hon ctia Mick. Oi, cudc doi dao dién, co nghi, trong
bd vay cudi hiéu Vera Wang dang mac. Lam sao ma cai anh chang dep trai, cdm vudng, g0 ma cao nay
lai chang cho c6 chit rung dong nao ca? Co6 chang cam thay xiu xiu cdm tinh nao vd1 Mick, du chi la
mot chit thoang qua cling khong.

“Thi thAm vao tai chang di,” stylist huéng dan. “Ngudng md chang. Phai twdng twong day 1a ngay
trong dai va lang man nhat doi em ay!”

Marina nhin xoay vao khuén mat mdc ciia minh trong guong.

“BPi, lam di ma!” Sinead thic giuc. “Trang diém trude roi 1am toc sau.”

Marina bit dau v6i kem nén, tan déu kem bang may dau ngon tay, 1am sang doi ma nhot bang phan
hong, “Co can dung phan che khuyét diém khong?” c6 lo lang héi.



“Che cai gi?” Sinead dap. “Day c6 thay vét thaim, nép nhin nao ddu ma che voi chin.”
Marina gat dau, chon phén méit mau xanh ngoc.
“Pirng c6 ddm qua day!” Sinead khuyén céo.

Cham mot chut bong nga dudi ving xwong tran, va mot dudng phin kokl vién den quanh mi mat,
Marina cti sat vao guong dé trang di€m, ban tay rat thuan thuc.

“Tuyét!” Sinead tan duong. “Thém mdt chiit mo1 nhat Bardot va mai toéc chai cho oach vao nao!”
“Thé thi biét bao gid md1 xong,” Marina van vi.

Nhung Sinead cir 4n vao tay cd ban miy cai kep cudn toc, rdi ding nhin, hai tay chéng nanh. Chang
bao 1au sau s6 luong kep cudn di ting 1én vin vut va mai toc vang ctia Marina budng thanh nhitng lan
song bong bénh. Roi Sinead md tung canh ctra ta quan 4o ctia Marina. “Mic cai ndy di,” ¢o 16i ra mot
chiéc 40 sic s& kiéu dan dao - ho vai, in nhirng hinh vé& song dong mau xanh 14 cdy, tim, hong trén nén
vai trang, diém thém nhitng 16p béo khong cin xing va nhirng vong kim loai nhd 14p lanh.

“Mic voi gi bay gid?” Marina thic mac.

Sinead lui vé phong minh va tré lai voi mot cai vay jeans mini chd dam chd nhat. “Cho may muon
cai nay, ca doi giay vai xanh nhat cta tao nira.”

Marina m3c vay vao nhung ché doi giay cua Sinead. Tuy nhién sau khi thir qua bay d61 khac nhau,
rot cude co lai x6 chan vao doi giay vai.

“Nbc-ao ludn,” Sinead gt gu, ngdm nghia tong thé. Co ciing d3 chinh t& trong cai do tay dai vai
chiffon mau xanh ngoc bich, quan jeans son va vudt nhitng lon toc lua tua pha xudng tran.

Marina cir ngam di ngdm lai minh trong gwong. Va khi thdy minh d& c6 vé thanh than, goi cam, c6
mdi gat dau, “Duoc roi!”

“Sén sang chua?” Sinead héi.

Thém mot cai gat dau nita va mot cti li€c mat cuoi cung vao guong. “bi thoi!” Marina noi.

Frankie ro1 studio luc mdt gid mudi 1am, nhung vi bi ket duong nén mai dén hai gio chiéu c6 mai
vao to1 truong.

Sinead thay Frankie chay hoc toc qua 161 vao chinh lién nhao t&1 don duong, “Em chui & x6 nao ra
vay?”

Van dé nguyén mit miii trang diém khi chup hinh, Frankie hon hén giai thich 1a minh vira méi lay
chong xong.

“Frankie, nghiém tuc di xem nao!”

“U'... dua thoi!” Frankie téu tdo. “Lam gi ma mit mili cing thing thé. M&i tré hen véi co Claudia co
nam tieng thoi ma!”

“Phai,” Sinead rén ri. “It ra thi day cling da di¢u dugc Marina t61 truong, con em thi cr & d6 ma
that no vaéi lai cha bude nat. Chi day n6 vao phong cat may roi, dang kiém tra kich c& cac mau da.”

“Qua tuyét,” Frankie cong nhan. “Nhin bd dang Marina hoi sang thi d6 ai ddm bo ti€én ra ma cé
cuoc vu nay.”



“Hai dtra c6 néi chuyén vé gia dinh, cho Marina trat hét 4m {rc trong 10ng ra.” Di xudi hanh lang vé
phia vin phong ctia gido vién huéng dan lam dd trang strc, Sinead cam thay than kinh minh cing 1én.
Khong chi tré hen nhitng nira ngdy ma cd con chua an tim vi chang biét minh dd don hét cong strc vao
bai thuyét trinh va tim hiéu kién thirc cho du 4n nghé thuat v& trén co thé hay chua. “Doi sao phuc tap
thé khong biét,” cd ca cam. “Nhu chi day ndy, cach ddy mot nim cir dinh ninh vao duogc truong niy 1a
co hdi vang dé tim hiéu vé thoi trang. Lai con dinh bung s€ ddn hét strc lyc cho né nita chir.”

“Nhung r6t cudc thi sao?” Frankie hua theo. “Chi thAy minh ngdp gitta mot déng van dé, ndo 12 tién
bac, nao la cho an cho ¢, nao la tinh yéu tinh iéc, ro1 lai con ca chuyén gia dinh nay no...”

“Chi ¢6 phép mau mdi gitp bon minh toan thdy ma 1ét qua cai nim nhat nay thoi!” Sinead du doan,
tay run 13p cap khi go ctra phong c6 Claudia.

“Khong duoc, sao lai ching ddy dién ra giita phong thé nay!” giong thay Tristan vat 1én to1 may

quéng tam, bao hi¢u mirc do nguy hlem dbi v6i doi quan tinh nguyén bat dic di dang trg giup thay.
“Neu khéng c6 du diy dé mic quanh tran phong thi phai xin x4, phai di muon, phai dn cip thém ma
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ndi vao chir!

“Pé em vé 1ay,” Rob xung phong. “Nha em ciing c6 bing keo k¥ thuit, tién thé em dem dén ludn.”
Anh mo1 tré lai truong dé lap dat dan d&m thanh ndi va lam DJ cho 1€ khai mac trién 1am.

Travis tic t6i nhin Rob tau thoat duoc khoi déng vi¢c vat, bo lai minh va Lee hung chiu hoa luc
cua thay Tristan.

“Cudc trién 1am nay phai 1am cho chuyén nghiép vao... khong Vet tich day dién, khong vach ngin
cau tha dau day.” Chay don chd nay chay dao chd kia khap phong trién 1am, thay Tristan dat nhitng tim
thé s6 vao ting & twong tng véi ban ké hoach phan 6 mdi ctia minh. “Travis, em c6 chac 1a cau Rob
ban em biét chinh may cai thiét bi dién nay khong day?”

“Da, anh ay 1a DJ chuyén nghiép day thay,” Travis binh than dap 10i.
“C6 ma mo,” Lee thi thao giéu cot.

“Chdc ma!” Travis ndi ranh rot. Céng viéc cua anh chang, khi nhitng tho son di xong phan viéc ctia
ho, 1a leo 1én thang xép dé gan h¢ thong anh sang. Do6i lai, thay Tristan hira cho Travis dugc chiéu bd
phim truyén hinh thuc t€ anh quay trén may chiéu & sanh do1, noi ma tat cad moi ngudi déu s€ di qua.

“Tya bo phim nay 13 gi?” thdy Tristan ngd vuc hoi khi Travis cho thdy xem thir.

“ Xinh twoi trén duong siéu toc ,” Travis van am luong to 1én va cho phan rng cta thay trudng
khoa.

Thay Tristan chi liéc mat chung hai phut 1a da hd héi bat dén xanh ngay cho Travis. “Mién 1a cac
co gai trong phim chap thuan,” thay luu y.

“Ho chiu r6i thay a,” Travis tra 101. Va thé 1a biy gio anh chang dang lui cui gin bong dén dé dap
lai tam thinh tinh cua thay Tristan.

“C6 bao nhiéu ngudi trong danh sach khach moi ddy?” thiy Tristan hoi Lee.
Lee do tir dudi 1én, “Chin muoi ba thay a.”

“Thé gidy moi di phat hét chwa? Em c6 nghi 13 chiing ta nén néi s6 luong ra, phong trudong hop ¢



ngudi khong dén duoc khong?”

“Da dung, a... em nghi phat to ro1 gin truong la tot nhat thiy a,” Lee nhi¢t tinh bam lay dé tai nay vi
anh dang ap umo udc s€ tro thanh mot giam dbce t6 chire sy kién sau khi t6t nghiép dai hoc. Anh ty hoi
chang 1& nim nao thay Tristan cling phai mAt dn mat ngt véi Cudc Trién Lim Nam Nhat nhu thé nay
sao. “Thay dé em lo cho. Em s& lam thém mot chién dich quang cdo bo sung va bao dam vé s& duogc
phat hét nhan.”

Travis nhan nhu khi trén dinh thang khi thay mot ke tinh nguyén nira lai dao thoat. Gi¢ thi anh chang
dich thi s€ 1a myc ti€éu duy nhat cho chirng loan than kinh cua thay Tristan.

“Chung ta can thém anh sang trong khu ndy,” mdt quyét dinh tiép theo véi am lugng cao choi 16i
duogc dua ra. “Pay la 6 trung bay danh cho nhirng sinh vién c6t can. A ma nay...”

Thay Tristan dirng 15i khi canh ctra m tung va Marina budc vao.
“Thay Sinead dau khong?”” Marina hoi Travis.

Vira nhin thdy Marina, Travis 14p tirc chao déo trén thang xép. Marina khéng hop v&i gu ctia anh -
cO qua 1ong lay, va lai anh chiang con thiét liéc ngang li€c nglra nhitng c6 gai khac ké tir khi bat cap
vo1 Sinead. Nhung lUc nay, woa , trong Marina qua an tugng!

“Marina!” thay Tristan chop ngay ldy co hoi. Thay ludt ngay vé phia ¢6, tay cam “chiéu chi” - ban
phan 6 trién 1dm cua ngay thir Sau. “May qua, t6i dang can gip em!”

“Em 4y a?”” Marina ngac nhién. Lai chuyén gi nita day?

“Phai. Van may chinh 13 mdt nang tién ngliing ngudy!”- thay Tristan dua.

CGDa?,’

“Nang chi chiéu sang 1én nhirng ai dugc wu 4i.”

Trong thay Tristan c¢o ve hing chi, nhung Marina chang hiéu nbi 14y mot tir trong nhirng 161 thay vira
néi. Thyc té 1a sudt budi chiéu nay, c¢6 d phai cd hét strc méi gitt duoc nu cudi trén mo1 va tap trung
vao nhitng mau da véi thudc nhudém cua minh. Cho dén gio, c6 chi nghi dén mdi mot diéu 1a tim
Sinead dé cung vé nha.

“Em 1a ngudi duoc chon!” thiy Tristan giai thich.

Marina van chua thong.

“Quén chuyén tun trude roi 4,7 th@?ly tiép, tam xa 161 noi an du cao siéu va ha Xuéng mic ma
Marina c6 thé hiéu dugc. “Nhé cai hom em nan ni t61 dé doi thém khong gian trung bay khong?”

Marina gat dau.

Thay Tristan chia cho c6 xem t& gidy phan 6 quy gia va chi ngon tay vao diém gan 16i vao, “Em bao
em muon cho nay.”

Oi Troi, quy tha ma bat cai mi¢ng huénh hoang cua may di, Marina! Gio day, sau con song gio
gia dinh, c¢6 ching con mudn to trdng dén chuyén bi dai cho vi tri “mit tién” trong cudc trién 13m nira.

“Um, gio thi em d& duoc toai nguyén roi day!” thay Tristan loan tin. “Katrine van phai ndm vién va
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gim nhim vét thuong leo ndi ctia minh. VAay nén chd nay da dugc chuyén nhuong cho em, co Kent a!



“Thay phan cho em chd nay?”” Marina hon hén.
Tur trén dinh thang x€p, Travis gio ngdn tay “s6 dzach” 1€n voi ¢o.

“Pung thé,” thay Tristan khang dinh. “Nhirng miu thiét ké ctia em xtmg déng 1a san pham dai dién
cho toan truong,” thay thong bdo. “Vi vay, hady c6 ma tan dung t61 da di, Marina. Pay 1a mot co hoi
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160 cho em day!

*

“Chuyén hom thtr Tu 1a sao?” Frankie hoi.

Da hon hai muoi bon tiéng troi qua ke tir khi ¢6 Claudia mang x61 xa Sinead va Frankie vé cai tdi
tré hen mot 1an nira.

“Khong bién minh gi hét!” ba c6 nhod thd quat oang oang. “To6i khong quan tim. Sinead, em phai
nghién ctru ki hon nita. Frankie, nhitng mau thiét ké ctia em dung 1a rac rudi. Em tuong chi can chup
hinh dep thoi 1a da sao. To1 ndi that, toan bd cai du &n nay c6 nguy co d6 v& hoan toan, trir phi hai em
phéi hop vé&i nhau cho dang hoang!”

Ca Sinead 14n Frankie déu chang ngt dugc 13 bao. Subt ngdy hom nay hai c6 da “dong d6” trong
thu vién, cdm ddu cam co trén gia vé&, tham chi con chang kip nghi an trua.

Marina ciing lyi hui chon mau sic, in nhirng mau thiét ké va dat mong nhitng tim thé trung by, san
sang cho ngay thtr Sau.

“Co tin gi vé bd me may khong?” Sinead hoi trong gidy phat hiém hoi ma co, Frankie va Marina
gap dugc nhau trong quéan ca phé luc tAm gio toi.

“Cha c6 tin gi,” Marina dap. C6 tham chi con ching dam nghi vé nhitng dién bién c6 thé dang xay
trong mai gia dinh xua ctia minh. Vira trong thay Rob va chiéc mo t6 dang chd minh ngoai duong, c6
vO1 va chao cac ban roi lao bo di.

“Chi ¢6 hen voi Travis khong?” Frankie hoi Sinead. Co6 da mét du dur, dén ndi hiu nhu khoéng nhic
no1 chan trén dudng tré vé quang truong Walgrave.

Sinead gt dau, “Trdi, méi nhic dén ma thi ma hién hinh...”

Travis tudn a0 qua ctra va di nhu chay vé phia hai c6, dtng phong cach thoai mai ctia anh, “Xin 13i,
anh té1 tre!”

“Khong dau,” Sinead hon 1én ma Travis roi khoéc léy tay anh. “Tam biét nhé,” ¢ chao Frankie.

Frankie ngdi U rii véi dam cin trong cai cbc nhua trude mit. Cude doi sao dién khing hét mirc! co
tho dai. Moi phut triede minh con la mét c6 dau xénh xang trong bg do cudi cia nha thiét ké noi
tleng, thé ma phiit sau lai bién thanh cé em Lo Lem cua Marina va Sinead! O khong, so sanh khap
khiéng qua. Marina va Sinead dau co ti ti gi gidng voi hai dira con mu di ghé kia ddu. Nhung ma qua
tinh IGc nay co chang c6 noi nao dé di ca.

Nhung khi vira ngudc 1én, Frankie chot thdy Lee dang dimg bén quiy voi mdt xap td roi. Anh mim
cuo1 voi co.

“Cho em mot to voi” Frankie noi.

“Em mudn léy bao nhi€u cling duoc,” anh dap, dat mot to 1€n ban ¢d.



“Udng ca phé nhé?”
“U 2

Frankie di 14y thém mot tach trong khi Lee ngdi xubng. Lic quay lai, cd chot thdy cai gy va guong
mat nhin nghiéng cua Lee. Bung c6 bong thot 1ai.

Gi thé nay? co nghi.

“Thay Tristan ct chay nhiang ca 1én,” Lee bao véi co, rd rang la dé pha tan bau im lang. “Thay ctr
lo 1a chang ai t&1 du trién l1am.”

Chang hiéu sao ma Frankie lai ctr nhin cham cham vao hang mi dai cua Lee.

“B6 me em c6 td1 khong?”” Lee hoi, mat do bung.

“Gi co? A khong. Bo me em ¢ xa lam, lai ban ron nita. Anh biét ro1 day.”
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“Con bo me anh? O, xin 10i, em quén mat anh 1a sinh vién ndm cuoi!” D6 am dau! Nio cia cd da
nhiin thanh cam ng6 mat r61. Co chuyén gi thé nay ha Tro1?

“Em... giup anh phat ca ti to roi ndy dugc khong?” Lee ru, chic miam s& nhin dugc mot tiéng
“Khong!”

Frankie ngay lap tirc dirng bat day, “Puogc chir, hay qua!”
“Ha?” Lee nhudng may.
Cb voi giang 1dy mot xap, chuc chay ban di dé phin phat, “Nhung ma phat dau?”

“Vong vong may nha sach ay,” Lee dé nghi. “Ca cai phong tranh nho d6i dién tram xe buyt nita.
May chd kiéu kiéu vay.”

Frankie hit mot hoi that siu roi quyét tim hanh dong, “Thé minh di chung hay di riéng?”
Lee mim cudi nhu di chd doi gidy phit ndy tir 1au 1dm roi. “Chung,” anh khé dép.
“Anh 4y c6 ban tay dep khong chiu ndi!” Frankie ké véi Sinead va Marina khi ca ba vé lai can nha

so 13 khuya hom d6. “Nguoi ta c6 thé doan ra khdi diéu vé mot ngudi dan 6ng qua ban tay ddy. Anh
ay c6 nhitng ngon tay dai, nhay cam va mong tay thi dep hét y!”

“N6 dang huyén thuyén cai gi vay?” Marina hoi.
Sinead ngap, “Ban tay ai hét y?”
“Lee, Troi a! Phai chi hai ngudi thdy 16ng mi anh 4y - cong vt luén!”

“Lee ndo?” Sinead hoi, tin chac 1 chang doi ndo Frankie lai 4m chi Lee Wright hoc cting khoa lam
phim v61 Travis.

“Lee Wright | Em di phat to roi voi anh ay. Vira vé xong. Chir ndy gid hai ngudi khong nghe a?”

“Lee Wright !” ca Marina 13n Sinead déu thdt 1én. Chang Lee Wright ma Frankie di di choi cung
hai 1an ro1 sau do6 ton ca nam ham huc?

“Anh 4y dang yéu lam,” Frankie khing khing.



“Dang yéu?” ca hai cung lap lai.

“Thoi ngay céi trd chim nhai ay di!” Frankie tron mat nhin hai c6 ban. “Dirng nhin em nhu thé. Mot
dtra con gai thi c6 quyén thay doi y kién chir, dang khong nao?”

“U, ¢6 thé,” Marina va Sinead doéng long. Cuoi cung thi, tat ca nhitng loi thong thdi cua hai co
va cdi dau buong binh cua Frankie da lam nén thang loi!

“Lee cuc me dia hat c6. Anh ay ¢6 nguyén ca bo suu tap nhiing album cua Stones.”
“May to1 nha n6 a?” Marina kéu 1én.

Frankie gat dau, “Sau khi phat dong to roi trién 1am xong, bon em vé d6 udng bia.”
“Thé may c6 hon nd khong?” Sinead quyét truy dudi dén cung.

“A...tm...,” Frankie cuo1 1on 1én.

“Vay tire 1a ‘c6’!” Marina gao to. “Frankie hon Lee - auut... uuu!”

Minh dd hon, Frankie nghi, co1 dod ra va chui vao tim chin 1ong vit. Minh da hon Lee, va minh
khong biét ai sitng so hon - minh hay anh ay.

Tam chin mat diu trén lan da c6. Nghi vé nhitng nu hon qua 13 diéu dé chiu khi tréi dan vao gidc
ngu.

Sau khi trao cho Frankie mdt Nu Hon, Lee bat mdt dia nhac cta thdp nién bay muoi 1é€n, co tiéng
kim may hat co vao ban xoay lang mau den. Co tya sat vao anh trén dong go1 dudi san, anh vong tay
Oom vai co.

Ngém tir khoang cach gén xit thé nay, guong mat Lee nhoa di, hai mét anh nhu nhap lai lam mot, moi
anh mém that mém. Hinh nhu anh hon trude, ma cling co6 thé 1a ¢o.

“Anh éy hon cuc diéu nghé!” dang ra cd6 da ndé1 voi Marina va Frankie nhu thé, va rat co thé hai
nguoi ay s€ tra khao co tirng li tirng ti mot.

Nhung c6 da 6m cai bi mat do va di nga. C6 nhitng diéu nguoi ta chi muon gitr cho riéng minh.

(11 Nhan vat trong tiéu thuyét cliing tén cua Boris Pasternak, 1dy b6i canh 1a cudc Cach mang Nga va
thé chién thir Nhat. ND.



MUOI LAM

“Luac nao cling viéc viéc viéc, dién qua, thoi gian dau ma choi khong biét!” Sinead than am 1én. Co
dang vat ki€t strc lyc, khong ngui ngh€, nom nép lo minh that bai.

“Nay nay, hai chi!” Frankie hét. Mat san phong c¢6 da bi 16p ban v€ phac thao phu kin. C6 say mé
ché tdc do trang strc nhung lai ghét cay ghét dang cai phan ly thuyét ma c6 Claudia ctr nhat nhat bat
lam. “Bon minh con bao nhiéu thoi gian nira?”

“Hai muoi bon tiéng. Thay Tristan mudn tat tit moi thir phai dau vao diy ding gio nay ngay mai,’
Sinead tra 1i. C6 lai phai d6i dau v&i mdt ngy nita trong thu vién. “Bon minh ¢6 méc sai 1am khung
khiép nao khong Troi?” c¢6 hoi Frankie. “C6 khi ndo hoc thoi trang lai 1 ¥ tudng tai hai nht trong doi
bon minh khong?”

_“Nay nay, ba chi, dung c6 lam nhuyt chi ddng doi vao cai luc dau s0i lira bong thé nay!” Frankie 10m
cOm trén san tim ban phac thao chiéc vong canh tay. “Chang miy nita ma chi lai udc dugce khoac 1én

'9,

minh nao 13 vay ngin bo cing, vay xa-tanh véi lai hoa lya cho ma xem!
“U, biét dau ddy,” Sinead thi nhan.

“Thé thi chan chét di duoc!” Frankie bong dua. C6 chdp ding to gidy can tim, boi keo, dan vao xap
ho so. “Bon minh phai hang dang cap co, ba chi. The day!”

“Thé thi nhd nhic nhd thudng xuyén khong tao lai quen béng mat,” Sinead thd dai nio né.
“Pang cap! Pang cap!”

“Bién ddy,” Sinead ndi, dong cira nhdt lai Btra Con Gai Dién.

Con khoe khong?- Marina doc tin nhin cta ba Alice Kent.

Con khoe - ¢6 nhin lai - Con me?

O nha van binh thuong. Chua quyét dinh. xxxx

Bén nu hon! Marina gap dién thoai di dong lai va thd dai.

“Ba ¢6 nang dién hét ca réi"’ Travis bao vo1 Rob va Lee. “T61 vira thay ca ba bén ngoai thu vién.
Frankie thi deo bo mit phat cudng - cip mit hoang dai va ky la. Sinead thi cu huyen thuyén mai vé
pham mau ting lam véi lai nghé thuat vé trén co thé ctia dan Da Do trudc gio xuat tran.”

“Con Marina thi sao?” Rob hoi.

“Ctr mo mo mang mang nhu dang trén miy y,” Travis thanh that nhan xét. “Trong mot man suwong
thi dung hon.”

“Thé gio ho dau r6i?” Lee st rudt. Anh van chua biét phai xur sy thé ndo v4i Frankie sau nu hon
dém qua, biét dau vaéi ¢d, do chi 1a cai kiéu “mot budc tién hai budc lur” nhu 1an trudce.

“Frankie dang to1 phong ché tic nit trang. Sinead dang vui dau vao mdt quyén sach. Marina thi bi
thay Tristan ning di roi.”

Ba anh chang ctr 1an quan & tién sanh trén 16i vao truong, chiang biét 1am gi. Rob va Travis da lap



dit xong hé thong Am thanh, 4nh sang va man hinh, Lee ciing ching con t& roi nio dé ma phat.
“Bia nhé?” Rob dé nghi.
“Y hay ddy,” Lee dong ¥.

“Con bi-da thi sao?” Travis dan dau ca dam kéo téi Escape. Khi cac c6 gai dang chim ngap trong
ap luc thi cac chang trai tu biét phai tranh xa.

“Thé) dan Cheyenne, mat vé bang dét sét trang trong diéu mia dudi mat troi,” Sinead chu thich dudi
mot tam hinh pho-t6 61 nhét vao tap bia cirng ctia minh. Trudc doé ¢6 da suu tam day ray nhitng thong
tin vé lich str nghé thut v& trén mit va trén co thé & khip noi trén thé gidi, dé neu 6 Claudia c6 mudn
xem co s& cho du an ctia Sinead thi c6 ay s€ dugc thoa long. Bay gio chi con mdi mot viée 1a sdp xép
theo trat tw nhat dinh va trinh bay trén gidy viét tay that bat mat, tit ca dem kep vao mot tap bia cing
trang tri nhitng hoa vin chi dao ma Sinead dung trong nghé thuat v& trén co thé cua riéng minh.

Chi con muoi tam tiéng nita! Chang con thoi gian ma dn, ciing chang ¢é thoi gian ma tim
Frankie hay Marina xem bon dy da lam toi dau roi. Ac mong! Ap lyc kinh hoang! Mot dira con gdi
co thé xoay thém dwoc gi nita?

“ba lapis lazuli, duge tim théy lan dau & nhirng vung doi thép dudi chan day Himalaya,” Frankie
ghi bén dudt mot mau da tho, chua danh bong. “Rat hiem. Pugc sit dung dudi dang bot dé ché thuodc
nhudm mau xanh duong trong nhitng btrc hoa tho1 Trung C6.”

Co déy cai kinh bao ho 1én tran roi chon thém nhiing vién da da dugc danh bong & cac mirc do khac
nhau. Mau sac dep mé hon. C6 mé man cai bé mat 1ang bong hoan hdo cua da thanh pham cling chiang
kém gi cai bé mat thd san cta da nguyén so.

Chcfng con thoi gian ma chiém nguong nita! Frankie tu nha. Minh bi hut vao guéng quay cua
chiéc coi xay su kién nay roi. Minh cam khong dwoc - nhac lai, cam khong duoc - lam Sinead tiéu
tung!

©O00O

“Lau lam r6i t0i méi dugc thiy nhitng mau thiét ké tinh xao thé nay,” thay Tristan khen Marina.
“Dung da ran nhudém mau la y tuéng rat hién dai, nhung van gitt duwge hoi hudng hoai c6.”

“Cam on th?ly, Marina 1ang 1€ thu gom nhiing ban v rai kin trén mat ban kinh cua giao vién huong
dan. C6 va thiy Tristan di quyét dinh xong nhirng mau nao dé trung bay va nhiing mau nao s& dua vao
str dung. Sang mai thiy s& gitip co bay tit ca vao gian trién lam.

“Thu gidn di,” thay khuyén Marina, “va tuoi tinh 1én.”

“Da,” ¢6 hira v6i thay. Mot 1an nira, thdy Tristan lai tré' thinh ngudi ma c6 hiém khi thdy - nhay
cam, biét khen ngoi va tir té.

“Em lam tot 1dm, Ay 1a chua ké em con phai chiu 4p luc ning né trong may tuan qua. Thay dénh gia
cao dieudo & em.”

Marina gt dau. Ping lam em khéc chir thay!
“Hinh nhu b em d4 an toan va manh khoe tré vé dtung khong?”

“Vang, bo em ve ro1 a,” cd xac nhan, co nudt yc nudc mat vao trong.



“Vay thi thé nio ngdy mai bd em ciing dén du trién 1am.”
Marina lac dau, “Em nghi 1a khong thay a.”
“A, khong sao. Chac bo em van chua hoi strc sau hanh trinh vat va ay.”

“Da, chic vay,” Marina 1am xam. Théi ma thay! Thdy khéng thdy la em dang mdp mé bén bo vuee
sao? Nhin em nay - co sung swong gi dau khi nhdc toi chuyén do chuwr!

“Marina, sao lai thé?” Frankie ta hoa.

“Pung day. Tao da khoc nirc nd trude mat thdy,” Marina dang cudc bo trén pho cung v4i Frankie va
Sinead, t01 nhap bon voi Lee, Travis va Rob ¢ Escape. C6 chang tu hio gi vé viéc vira xay ra - nudc
mat cr thé nhan chim c6 ma ching thém béo trude.

“Roi thay Ay lam gi?” Sinead hoi.
“Thay chi 14y cho tao hop khin gidy va néi toan nhitng 101 hop 1y hop tinh thoi.”

“Chj dam dem ca nuéc mat ra doa thay trudng khoa!” Frankie ngd rang Marina d3 déng kich dé
“ki€m chac” chut thong cam cua thay.

“Tao khong c6 y!” Marina phan doi. “Cha hi€u sao tr dung n6 cur roi 1a chad.”

“Tai tuyén 1¢ clia may n6 lam phan day,” Sinead bop chit canh tay Marina. “Day ciing timg bi thé

As 9
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“Po ham!” Frankie chdm chich, dan dau di vao quan Escape.
©00
“Pé anh dua em v&,” Rob bao Marina ngay khi vira trong thiy c6 - mit d6 ngau.
“Em khong sao,” c6 dut khoat.
“Co sao day!” Sinead cii lai.
“Vé di em,” Rob bao. Anh diu c6 ra khoi quén, 1én ddi, thoat khoi thanh phd.
“Sao em lai khoc?”” anh hoi, vong tay qua eo co.
“Chang vi sao ca. Vi dutha.” Vi gia dinh ngdn ngam ciia minh. Vi cudc séng ciia minh.
“O lai nha anh nhé?” Rob héi.
Marina gat dau, “Nhung sang mai em phai vé dé con chuan bi cac tha.”

“Duyét,” anh dong ¥, xoay chia khoa trong 6. “Ma ndy, anh dugc nhan vao 1am & dai phat thanh roi
day,” Rob bao co.

Marina choang tinh khoi trang thai bai hoai va dua tay 6m cham 14y c6 Rob, “Trdi oi! Rob, anh ¢
dua khong day?”

“Khong. Hom nay Tim Yorke da goi cho anh va xac nhan rdi.”
“Oi, anh yéu! Oi, Rob! Tuyét qua!”

Anh dang khoi vong 6m ctia ¢0, c0 to ra tinh bo, “Co gi to tat dau,” anh lam ram.



“Rob, anh 12 mot DJ dai phat thanh thuc thy! Khong thé tin ndi. Thé ma em d quén bang di mat!” co
da bi cudn vao van dé€ riéng suodt ca tuan qua. “Chung nao anh bat dau?”

“Thir Hai.”
“Nhanh thé! Troi o1, khong thé tin noi! Phai nhanh nhanh bao cho bon né biét mgi duoc!”

“Anh murng vi van con khién em cuo1 dugc,” Rob cuoi tit, xong lai 6m ghi lay c6. “Bon minh an
mung di.”

Marina hon anh. “Theo kiéu nao?” ¢ thi tham.
Anh khong tra 151, chi kéo ¢6 1én 1au. Ho vao phong ngii ctia Rob va dong ctra lai.

Rob 13 mot ngudi khong hay ndi - Marina biét thé ngay tir e hai ngudi moi quen nhau. Anh hanh
dong thé nao ma1i 1a di€u quan trong. Nhat 1a cai cadch anh nhin khi hon c6 thi ctr nhu thé chang bao gio
muon budng o ra.

“Chd anh hay chd em?” Sinead hoi Travis.

“Tuy em,” Travis tra 161. Sau khi tam bi¢t Frankie va Lee & quan Escape, Sinead mot muc doi don
taxi v€ quang truong Walgrave.

“Chd em,” ¢6 quyét dinh, ndi dia chi cho bac tai, doan nga nguoi ra ghé. “Em mét ra roi!”

“Em d4 xong hét moi thir chwa?” Travis ron rén nhu dang “dam trén vo trimg” quanh dé tai vé cudc
trién 1am ngay mai, phong truong hop Sinead lai chao déo.

“Xong phan nghién ctru roi. Gio em véi Frankie chi can bay bién trong gian trién 1am nita théi.”
“Tuyet!” Travis tra tién taxi va gilr ctra xe cho Sinead xuong. “Em c6 muon anh vao nha khong?”’
“Em mét It 61, chd con biét minh mudn gi nira!” Sinead van vi.

“U, thé thi anh vé nha vay,” Travis noi, nhung di€u anh thit sy mudn lam luc nay l1a nhac bong cd
1én, bong c6 vao nha, choang cho ¢c6 mot tam khan cotton va cham séc co.

Sinead hudng anh mét bat lyc vao anh. “Travis...” ¢d noi.

“H4, anh day.”

“..camon.”

“Vi cai gi?”

Sinead mim cudi, cam tay va dan anh vao nha. “Vi tit ca. Vi anh va em. Vi hai dtra minh.”

“Chi gium t6i cai giudng véil” Frankie ngap. C6 va Lee dang dtng 13n trong top khach cubi cung
roi Escape. “Cho t6i nga cai dau rii rugi ctia t6i xudng gbi cai nao!”

Lee diu thang ngudi ¢6 16n khi ¢6 loang choang nghiéng qua lic lai. “Em sao vay?”

“A, em dua thoi,” co toét miéng. “Nhung Troi a, em mét pho ca nguoi!”

Hai nguoi tay trong tay di vé phia duong Nugent, tGi nha Lee. “Nay, thé ma anh ctr tudng em dang
mo1 anh dén voi em co day!” anh bong dua.

“Vo van!”



“Anh say mat roi,” Lee tha nhan.

“That a?”

“Khong. Noi dua ddy. Van tinh nhu sdo,” Lee tra 1oi. Dling ra thi nira tinh nira say.

“0, dén nha anh r6i nay!” chi ngudng ctra nha Lee, Frankie to rd 13 ¢6 sin sang vé nha mot minh.
“Pé anh dua em vé.”

“Khong can.”

“Anh biét 14 khong can phai 1am thé. Nhung anh mu6n.”

“ Woa ! Frankie ngoac mi¢ng to1 tdn mang tai. “Vay thi tuyét!”

Hai ngudi cung cudi pha 1én, budce tiép bén nhau. “Em sin sang cho ngay mai chuwa?” Lee hoi.
“Con 1au!” Frankie tra 10i. Con phai treo hinh, in tai 1iéu, van con ca ti viéc phai lam.

“Hbi hop a?”

“So chét khiép,” co thu that, thoai mai trong tay anh va sai tirng budc dai.

“Trang trong hay thoai mai day?” Marina hoi.

“Quan hay vay?” Frankie xut hién & chiéu nghi, quan minh trong chiéc khin tam.

“Prada hay Chloe?” Sinead run ray.

. Trang trong,” Marina quyét dinh. C6 s€ trinh lang dién mao Alexander McQueen, Edward [1]
cua mmh 40 vest lua trang nga c6 vién dang ten, kém voi vay lua. Toc s€ chai nguge tir ngon va danh
cho bong 1én. C6 ra khoi phong riéng thém 1an nita dé gd cira phong Sinead, “Cho muon doi giay T-
bar [2] mau kem cua may di?”

.. Vay!” dén lugt Frankie quyét dinh. Vay ngan den, diém thém may céi 16ng chim tri va 1ong cong
that quanh gau trong rat la mat, dugc c0 cho “sanh budc” cung 40 so mi lya mau ca tim, kém thém mot
chudi vong c6 mau vang-den chung Xuong toi eo. “Van thiy thiéu thiéu cai gi ddy!” c6 ndi voi bong
minh trong guong. “A, biét roi... vong xuyén da!”

.. Missoni!” Sinead mai moi quyét dinh dugc, bén ‘moi ra mdt tao tac mau xanh ngoc lam, vang
klm va trang, dugc két tir nhitng soi day dich dic, ri mém xudng téi gbi. Hang hiéu chinh cong - mot
mon qua ma me da tang co.

“Xong!” cudi cung Frankie tuyén bb. Pam 16ng cong khé phat pho khi ¢6 budc xubng cau thang.
“San sang. Lén duong thoi!”

“Thiy thé ndo?” Marina tao dang, mot tay chong hong, cho Sinead xem.
“Suy d6i!” Sinead gat dau tan dong. “Tuyét!”

“Mau 1én!” Frankie hét. Chi can chan chir mdt phut nita thdéi, dam cd s& quang ngay ¥ dinh vao
truong lam.

“Ghét cai dam nay qua!” Sinead noi.

“Trong dugc ma,” Marina bao.



Qu4 muon - Sinead d3 phong vé phong minh. Hai pht sau, c6 tai xuat hién trong chiéc 4o ni coc tay
ngan ciin, mau do, voi quan lung trang, day x¢, that lung da ran bong lodng, tay cam chiéc mii ni mém,
mau xam, dinh s€ doi 1én mé tdc vang cat ngan cua minh.

“Nhanh Ién!” Frankie giuc. “Di thoi, em khong thé nan na thém mdt giay nao nira!”

Thé 13 ca ba tim tum & hanh lang, chinh trang cac thtr cho nhau. Marina dam lai phér} hong cho
Sinead. Sinead bdo Frankie thdo hai cai lac chan ra. Marina va Frankie déu cong nhan rang Sinead
qua tuyét, nhu moi khi.

“Xuét phat!” Sinead tuyén bd.

Thé day - ngdy trién 13m. Trong ba co ai ndy déu 16ng 13y tuyét tran voi Burberry va Miu Miu [3],
vO1 nhitng d61 moi tuoi tan.

“Xuét phat!” Marina va Frankie nhat tri.

Cénh clra mé toang va cac c6 budc ra duong.

(11 Nha thiét ké thoi trang ngudi Anh, ndi thé gidi v6i nhin hiéu McQ.
Edward - ND.

121 Kiéu giay bit mili, c6 quai hinh chir T tir dang trudc cot ra quai hau - ND.
131 Burberry: cira hang thoi trang cao cap xwa nhat nuéc Anh, tir naim 1856.

Miu Miu: dong san phdm quan 4o noi tiéng cua Prada - ND.



MUGOI SAU

Moi mau sic hién hitu dudi vang thai duong déu co6 mit trong phong trién 1dm - tir héng phan cho
to1 sdc hoa van anh, tir vang chanh cho téi vang kim, tir xanh bac ha cho to1 xanh dura can - vo1 moi
phong cach ma tri twong twong co thé nghi ra dugc. Mot sb sinh vién d lam sbng lai trao luu hippy
bang nhitng ¢ bung nd hoang da nhing kiéu déang bong bénh. C6 ngudi lai chon phong cach Digan
lang man, v6i nén rom kiéu co, rong vanh. RSi ca voan nhe twa 16ng chim, budng ho hitng theo nhitng
16p vay nhiéu ting ndi bat. Lai kém thém ca béo nhiin va tram cai, nit trang v4i nhitng chiéc vong sé-
quin va hinh théu trang tri.

“Hay don chao nhiing tao vat moi la nay!” thay Tristan 1én tiéng, dtng 1ui khoi gian trung bay nhitng
chudi hat truyen théng cach diéu tio bao vira sap xép xong ctia Daisy Fenwick. “Xin moi cac anh cac
chi hay dén dy phién chg souk [1] & Marrakech [2]!”

“Trong nod thé ndo?” Daisy lo au hoi ¢d ban chuyén gia nit trang Frankie.
g y yen gl g

“Hoang dai!” Frankie bao. Frankie va Sinead dang kiém tra lai 1an cudi 6 trung bay tac phim cua
minh, bao dam cho cac khung anh dugc treo ding chudn 1én tudng, lau bui nhitng bé twong trung nir
trang ctia Frankie. Ngay chinh gitta nhitng tic pham trung bay, Sinead bay sau cai bat tring dung bot
mau nguyén chat - mau anh ddo, xanh nudc bién, vang nau, do tham, tim va do tuoi. Nhirng mau sac ay
d3 hoa quyén va ton 1én nhitng hoa vin v& trén co thé ¢d trong nhitng tam hinh.

“Pep day,” ¢o Claudia khen khi ludt ngang qua, voi mot mo d6 dét kim cua Katrine Walker ma co
dinh s& trung bay du rang Katrine s& vang mit.

“Thém anh sang nira di!” tir gian “mit tién” cua Marina, thay Tristan kéu goi su tro gitp k¥ thudt.

Travis dang 1ai hdi gan dén pha ting cudng, trong khi Marina ding 16ng ngong bén canh.

“Ly ubng rugu!” bat than thay Tristan kéu Ién. “Trdi oi, ¢6 ai dat mua ly uéng rugu chua?”

“Toi dat roi,” ¢d Claudia né tranh tham hoa mot cach té nhi. “Ca nudc khoang va nudc trai ciy ép
cling r61 ludn, cho du bg.”

“Oi, c6 dang 1a thién than,” thay Tristan noi, cir dao qua dao lai gitra cac gian hang, doc thiic moi
vi¢c trong bau khong khi von da qua cang thang.

Vi hai tiéng dong ho con lai, Rob kiém tra hé théng am thanh. Travis chinh goc man hinh tivi phia
trén 161 vao phong trién 1am.
“Um, dugc day!” Sinead bao Frankie sau khi bon c6 da chinh chang xong chi tiét cudi cung trong
gian trung bay cuia minh. “Khong con gi phai lo nira dau. Chi c6 nude tir tot to1 tot hon théi!”

Ca hai Iui lai phia sau va ngdm nghia thanh qua ctia minh.

“Troi oi, chang biét thé ndo nital” Frankie bat giac lo sg. C6 chi chuc quay ngudi bo chay ma
khong dam ngoai dau lai phia sau.

“Pay ciing thé!” Sinead rén ram. Piém mau chdt 13 ca hai déu khong rd rang minh di c6 mot thi
nghiém tdo bao, hay da hoan toan mat tri?

“Frankie, em bao véi thiy Tristan 12 bon minh d& phu to roi khip thanh phd rdi di!” Lee nin ni.



“Thay 4y nhat dinh khong chiu tin anh!”

Nhung thay vi thé, Frankie biu ngay lay Lee va bat anh danh gia thanh qua cta hai co, “Lee, anh
thay thé nao? Phai thanh thyc day!”

“ Woa !” anh néi rat thuc 10ng, choang sbc trudc nhirng khung anh 16n, ¢dm tinh nghé thuat, dugc
treo khéo 1€o bén nhitng bat mau nhudm, nhitng mén trang sttc bac va xanh duong tinh xdo cua
Frankie.

“That khong?”

Lee gat dau. Thé i khi Rob dao khuc nhac dau tién, Lee chi nhitng vi khach dang thép thoang
ngoai ctra. “T'é1 roi kia!” anh thong bao.

Sinead va Frankie dung dya lung vao trong, xem thay Tristan don khach, nhin c¢6 Claudia moi
ruou. Gian phong dan tré nén dong nghet.

“... Tha vi ghé!”

“... Rat m6i me!”

“... Tai tinh qua!”

Nhitng 101 binh pham thi nhau vang 18n gitra dam khach khira.

“Ai thiét ké nhitng doi gidy thanh thoat ndy vay?” mot ngudi héi, thu hut sy chi ¥ ciia thay trudng
khoa.

Thay Tristan 16i Marina vao cudc trd chuyén trong khi Sinead va Frankie dtng nhin tir xa.
“Hé!” Frankie hét Ién. “Ai dang noi chuyén véi thay Tristan vay? A, bac Daniella!”

“Oi, thé nay thi c6 chét ciing cam!” me Sinead xuyt xoa, hén gié cd ban chung nha ctia con gai minh.
Ba cudn lan may Coco Mademoiselle [3] dén day, trong bd Sophia Kokosalaki [4] mau hong nhat, trong
tua nhu mot nir than Hy Lap. “Bac khong ngo chau lai gioi vay.”

Sinead hdt hai chay bang qua phong, “Me Daniella, me 1am gi & day vay? Sao me khong bao trudce
vO1 con la me s€ t61?”

“Tai d6t xuit con a. Me bat ngd ¢o viéc phai dén thanh phé nén tién thé ghé qua ting hd cudc trién
1am luon!”

“Nao, Sinead. Hiy cho Daniella xem tic pham doc nhit vo nhi ctia em di,” thiy Tristan nhic c.

“ Péc nhdt vé nhi theo hudng tot hay xau?” ba Daniella tyr hoi to thanh 16i khi Sinead nguong
nging dan me len 16i qua nhitng gian vai voc cuing du loai phu kién ruc r& muén mau mudn sac.

Frankie nghién chat hai ham ring khi me con Sinead t§i noi. C6 udc cho mit dat hiy nudt ching
minh di.

“O!” ba Daniella ngdm nhitng btrc anh nuy clia con gai, hét chim chi timg nét hoa vin udn lugn trén
co thé con minh, lai sam soi nhitng mon nit trang cuc “doc” cua Frankie. Lan dau tién trong doi, ba
chang thot no1 thanh 101.

“P6 1a nghé thuat v& trén co thé,” Sinead voi vang cit nghia. “Bon con nghi 13 thé gidi thoi trang
khong chi géi gon trong nhitng duong kim mtii chi hay nhitng nép x€p nay ng. Tuong lai an trong qua
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khtr... Piéu d6 thé hién & cach ma bon con trang tri 1én chinh co thé minh!
“O!” ba Daniella lai thot 1én.

Ba Daniella muén n6i gi nhi? Phai ching ¥ ba 1a Sinead dd phung phi thoi gian va tiéu ton tién bac
ctua ba?

“Hinh nhu me tao khong thich!” Sinead thu thi v&1 Frankie.
Frankie nhim mit tit lai va nin tho.

“Pep qua di mat!” cudi cung thi me Sinead ciing thot 1én. Ba cam thay ty hao vo cing trong khi
tham quan khap gian phong - Bdy la tdc pham cua con gai toi day! Thdy chung doc dao va hoang so
chua! - “Qua tuyé€t, qua tuyet voi!”

Nhitng ly ruou da udng hét duoc dit trén nhitng bau cira s6. Trong khi moi ngudi dang rom ra
chuyén tro va c6 Claudia hang say gi6di thi€u cho mdt nhém khach nguo1 My vé tac pham cua Sinead
va Frankie thi Marina vay hai ¢6 ban lai gian trung bay ctia minh.

“Gi vay?” Frankie thic mic. Pau 6c ¢ dang bay bong bdi nhirng 101 tin tyng va hai ly ruou
Cabernet Sauvignon 16n.

“Sao ha?” Sinead db 1a ¢6 ban Marina cling di hoi qua chén.

Marina khéng dap, chi don hai c6 ban chen sang chd top nguoi xam xit dudi cai man hinh ma
Travis vira bat 1én. Thay Tristan cling c6 mat trong dam nay, dac bi¢t quan tam dén ndi dung bd phim
cua Travis. “Xem di!” Marina bdo.

“Pay xem rdi,” Sinead nhac. Truyén hinh thuc € 13 cai tin cii rich d6i vai co.
“Khong phai cai nay!” Marina noi.
Frankie thdy minh trén man hinh, quay vai lai, danh hong qua lai trén san catwalk.
‘Xinh twoi trén dwong siéu toc,” Boz ctia nhom Bad Mouth dang hat. “Né dia gitta ddm déng...”
“Cé6 gi dau ma xem?” Sinead hoi Marina.
“Thi ctr xem d1 da!” Marina hét 1én.

Mot can canh Frankie trong phong khach ctia ngoi nha s6 13, giong Sinead nghe r6 mon mét, “Con
nay ndé mudn ndi loan!” va tiéng Marina boi theo, “Co a bi nhot & mong!”

Camera cua Travis up can canh. “Nghe nay, Travis!” Frankie no1. “Viéc gi phai nhoc xac voi mo
bang cip vé van va dbng bai kiém tra v bd, hiy cir 1am nhitng gi ma ta thdy 1a quan trong véi ta
thoi!”

Lin trong nhirng khan gia ty tap bén duoi chiéc tivi, thiy Tristan mim cudi nguong ngap. Ngudi dan
ong ngo1 bén canh thay hiing hang ho va hai ban chan kh€ cua quay.

Nhung Frankie van chua dung lai. Khi camera cua Travis tro to1 tom 1ay con moi, cd nhin thang
vao ong kinh va tuyén bo, “Ghi lai di. T61 xin no1 voi cac vi rang, to1 tay chay sy kién nay!”
“ Woa !” Marina trén man hinh thd doc.

“May noi gi ddy, con kia?” giong Sinead chat van.



Frankie trén man hinh hat mai toc den ra sau vai trong khi Frankie that ngoai doi xay g(ém mat mi.
“To1 ndi1 rang truong dai hoc Thoi trang Trung tdm chi ¢o6 thé t6 chirc cudc trién 1am cudi ndm cua ho
& no1 khong ¢ dnh sang mat tro1 ma thoi!”

“Travis!” Frankie, Sinead va Marina tom dugc Travis bén dan am thanh, ngay canh Rob va Lee. Ba
cO cung quay chat va don anh chang vao cho ctra so.

“Pd déu!” Marina hét.

Sinead gdp phan voi duy nhat mot tir, “Judas [5]!”

“Bon nay tudng anh 1a ban chir!” Frankie hét.

“Tai sao? Tai sao 6ng lai lam thé, ha?”

“Sao anh dam chiéu ngay cai doan t6i dang tuyén b nay no trude ban dan thién ha ha?”

“A...” Travis khong c6 y dinh tu vé.

“Lam thy Tristan biét chuyén Frankie noi ning v6 van roi!” Sinead bao anh.

“Tét ca nhitng nguoi khic trong phong cling d3 xem roi!” Marina thém.

Lee va Rob khoanh tay quan sat cudc chién ma cha thém nhuc nhich teo ndo.

“Trav nguy ro1,” Lee néu y kién. “Thé nao no cling di€u dung vdi ther nghé thudt cua nd cho ma
xem!”

“Trir phi...” anh mat Rob dd lac dén mot goc phong, noi thay trudng khoa dang don mot cip vo
chong vira méi td1. Bong nhién tinh canh ctia Travis khong con 1a quan trong nita.

“Trir phi gi?” Marina budng Travis “nhiéu nhuong” ra. Vira quay sang thi ¢6 chot thiy thay Tristan
dang bat tay bo me¢ minh, ctr nhur thé moi su trén do1 nay van ém dep nhu thuong vay. “Oi Chuaa o1!”

Sinead va Frankie nhin Marina buéc qua phong nhu dang tro1 trong mt man suong.

“Rat han hanh duoc gip anh!” thdy Tristan hd hai don chao 6ng Martin Kent. “Marina chic s& vui
13m day!”

Ba Alice quay sang nhin con gai. “Con ngac nhién 1am ding khong?” ba néi voi nu cudi guong gao.
“Chuyén gi vay a? Sao bd me lai dén day?”
“Bb me dua Tom dén truong, nhan thé tat vao day voi con luon.”

“Khong, vy con la chuyén gi da xay ra co!” Marina hét nhin bo ro61 lai nhin me, cr nhu thé dén may

lan.
“Van chua ngi ngfi,” me ¢ ha thap giong. “Bo me van dang ban tinh.”

Ong Martin Kent chio thdy Tristan roi tién tGi bén hai me con. “Gian trién 13m cta con hoi bi ac
chién day nhi!” 6ng vui vé. “Thay Fox bao v&1 bo 1a thé nao con cling tré thanh mot nha thiét ke giay
tiéng tdm lay lung!”

“Quai la!” Frankie thi thim véi Sinead, ca hai dang theo dd1 canh doan tu cua gia dinh Marina tu
bén kia can phong. “Hinh nhu gia dinh Kent tai hop roi thi phai.”



Sinead “danh gia” tinh hinh qua cac cur chi cua ho. Ba K trong that tuyét trong bo quén 40 mau den -
vest cai khuy chéo, phong cach Escada, quan bo, gidy cao cap. Ong K xuénh xoang hon véi glay da
danh va so mi Polo . Hai tay dut tii quan. Lung ba quay lai phia 6ng. “Tao ciing cha biét thé ndo,” co
lang 1€ bao.

“Khong 1& 6ng ay da thu nhan v6i vo vé Kim?” Frankie tu hoi.

Sinead lac dau, “May nghi vay?”

“Khong.”

“... 0, I, ctr cho rdi khic biét,” Sinead d@)ng tinh.

“B6 d3 ké v6i me vé céi chi Kim gi-gi-d6 chwa?” Marina tach bo ra va kéo ong vao mot goc.
“Chua,” 6ng thu nhan.

“Thé b c6 dinh ndi khong?”

“B6 ciing khong biét nita. BS da néi roi, bd khong mubn 1am me con ton thuong.”

Marina mé tron mat, “B6 dirng ¢6 nudc doi nhu thé! Phai dit khoat chir, bd c¢6 bo me khong?”
C)ng nhtin vai, “B6 me dang tinh.”

“Bd ciing dirng ndi kiéu 4y voi con!” Marina ndi voi, biét rang hai bd con s& khong thé néi chuyén
1au, ma co thi lai c6 qua nhiéu diéu mudn noéi. Va 1an nay cd nhat dinh s& khong dé diéu d6 vudt mat,
cd quyét dinh s& huych toet tit ca nhitng suy nghi ctia minh, “Bd, ddy khong phai 1a khoa hoc ché tao
tén lira. Néu b6 con mubn & lai thi ding bao gid nhic dén tén ngudi phu nir d6, du 1a trong bét cir
hoan canh nao, ca con ciing s€ khong noi!”

“Con s€ khong n61?” 6ng nhiu may.
“Vang,” Marina htra. “Nhung néu bo6 muon ra di, ro1 bd gia dinh va chang con can dén nhirng gi ma

ca do1 bo da vun vén, thi bo chi can nhac dén cai tén Kim Cosgrove dé mot 1an théi, moi viéc sé cham
hét ngay.”

“Tuyét cu meo!” Frankie sung sot.

“Bé o1, bon nay rat tw hao vé em!” Sinead bao Frankie. “Em 1a ¢ gai dAu tién cua thé ky hai mot
dung cum tir 46 day!”

Chang con ai & trong phong trién 1am, trir Frankie, Sinead va Marina. Dan anh sang di ngung hoat
dong, nhitng tac pham trung bay tr¢ nén lung linh, huyén 4o dudi dnh dén dudng mau cam.

Marina nira cudi nira tho dai. Sinead noi dung - thit nhe nhdm sau khi ndi chuyén thang thin véi bd.
Gi0 thi 6ng bo ba me té nhat, am wong, thi€n can ctia ¢6 (nhung thtra nhan di, ho 1a bdé me duy nhat cta
co trén do1) s€ budc phai can nhac dé chon lya mot quyét dinh trong cdi mé bong bong ctia minh, du la
ho c6 quyét dinh thé nao di chang nira.

“Ho s€ ¢ lai hay chia tay nhi?” Frankie ty hoi.

“A1 ma bi€t?” Marina budce di gitra nhitng con ma-no-canh che rem, nhirng mat ban phu kin quan
a0, nit trang va giay dép. “ Que sera sera!”

“Cai gi dén s€ dén,” Sinead dém vao. Co da thugc nam long bai hat do, cua Doris Day, dau vao



khoang thap nién ndm muro1 thi phai:
“Ngay em con tho thuong hay mong mo,
Thuong hay hoi me em, me o0i ngay sau
Con co lon khon lén va vui swong khong?
Thi me em khé khuyén bdo rang...”

“ Que sera sera!” Marina va Sinead cat giong, hoa vang bai hat du duong, ngot ngao, cé tir thap ky
ma Marina van yéu thich.

“Biét ra sao ngay sau

Nao co ai biét dwoc ngay sau...”

“Hay-qua-di!” Frankie cuo1 vang. “Em thi bi€t chac ngay sau cua em 1a...!”

y-q g
Sinead va Marina noi dudi siéu mau Frankie ra khdi phong, nguoc hanh lang vang tanh va ra khoi
>

toa nha.

“Ngay sau em s€ la... d0 uong Bacardi Breezer & Escape! Bé duoc gap Travis, Rob va Lee.”

y

Sinead dudi kip Frankie. “Mot mua he & New York!” Sinead tién doan. “May s€ chudon mat trén tat
ca cac trang bia!”

“Rob s& 1a DJ hang dau!” Marina mo mang. “Con tao lam cho Charles Jourdan!”

“Travis s& lam loai phim 24/24!” vién canh cua Sinead it mo mong hon. C6 tudng twong vé mot
mua he s€ phai chui vao toa-1ét sudt ngay dé tron ong kinh toc mach kia, cho td1 khi chon dugc mdt
trong nhitng m61 ma me Daniella da gidi thi€u va tha ho 14 ludt trén mé kinh nghiém lam viée.

“Em voi Lee s& chu du t6i Pong Au!” Frankie dy doan. “Praha, Budapest, Bucharest...”

Marina va Sinead v ngay 1ay ¢ ban. “May va Lee?”” Marina thét to.

“G10 méi chiu thi nhan!” Sinead hét todng 1€n cai di€u ma c6 va Marina da luon nghi dén. “Lee bd
vo1 Frankie. O1, nghi¢p chudng!”

“ Woa , binh tinh di!” Frankie ving thoat duoc. Quan bar da lot vao tim nhin. Travis dang & bén
trong cung voi Lee va Rob, cho cac c6 gai téi dé tiép tuc cudc hanh quyét.

Nhung trude khi budce vao Escape, ba ¢6 dirng lai ngoai via he.
“Thoét nan!” Frankie cudi khoai chi. “Thé 13 qua khoi nim nhat roi!”
“Pung d4y!” Marina tan d6ng. “Bon minh d3 ¢6 nhitng ltc thut 1ui...”
“Nhung cling c6 nhiing Iic ‘1én tay’,” Frankie ranh rot.

“Du sao thi ciing qua r6i,” Sinead thé dai. Pay 1a khoanh khic c6 thé tung ting trén via hé bén ngoai
quan bar, dé cho dong xe hoi dap thang, nhay dén dé ruc, va nhitng anh chang toai han ngudi ra khoi
cura xe, chong gheo cac co. Nay, cdac em oi!

“ Huuuu!”’ Frankie cuoO1 toe toét.

Marina vy mot anh chang dién trai trong mot chiéc Porsche.



Ca ba & vao Escape. Va trudc khi budc vao, Sinead quay ra, 16t phing chiéc mii va tung 1én bau
tro1 dém.

(11 Souk: phién che déc trung cua ngudi Hoi gido, v6i é hé hang hoa, du thir ctia ngon vt la, c6 ca
nhitng ganh hat, ganh xiéc, nhao 16n biéu dién gitp vui.

121 Marrakech: mot thanh phd & phia nam Maroc, ndi tiéng v&i nhitng phién chg Souk - ND.

131 M6t hiéu nude hoa dat tién ctia Channel, chuyén danh cho nhirng dip dac bi¢t - ND.

141 Sophia Kokasalaki: nha tao mau Hy Lap, mdt nhan vat dinh dam trong lang thoi trang thé gidi -
ND.

[5] Judas la mon dé cua Déng Jesus, sau phan boi khién Nguoi phai chiu dong dinh vao Thap tu gia
- ND.



* Trong tiéng Anh nghia ctia nhirng tir ndy ham y tréu cot, xac pham. Egghead dung dé chi nhitng nguoi
rat thong minh nhung thudng chi quan tim dén chuyén hoc thuat, sach vé.(Tir nay duge hinh trgng hoa,
do nhirng ngudi dugc coi la thong minh, uyen bac thuong co tran cao trong nhu hinh qua tring!. Nerd
1a tir dugc dung dé cb tinh si nhuc ngudi nao d6 vé hinh thirc bén ngoai hodc trong cach xir ngoai xa
hoi. Nerd con c6 nghia 13 nguoi qua thién vé khoa hoc ky thuat va khong mang chi dén chuyén khac.
(Microsoft Encarta Reference Library 2002) * Trong tiéng Anh nghia ctia nhitng tir ndy ham § y tréu cot,
xtic pham. Egghead dung dé chi nhitng nguoi rat thong minh nhung thudng chi quan tim dén chuyén
hoc thuat, sach vo.(Tur nay dugc hinh tuong hoa, do nhirng nguoi dugc coi la thong minh, uyén bac
thuong ¢ tran cao trong nhu hinh qué trimg!. Nerd 13 tir dugc dung dé c6 tinh si nhuc ngudi nao do vé
hinh thirc bén ngoai hodc trong cach xir ngoai xa hoi. Nerd con cd nghia 1a ngudi qué thién vé khoa
hoc k¥ thuat va khong mang chi dén chuyén khac. (Microsoft Encarta Reference Library 2002) * Doi
tay cua vua Midas: theo than thoai Hy Lap, vua Midas c6 hai ban tay ky di¢u. Moi1 thr ma vua cham
tay vao déu bién thanh vang cho du ong c6 mudn hay khong. * Bénh Hodgkin (Hodgkin’s disease): mot
can bénh roi loan 4c tinh do sy nd 16n ctia cac hach bach huyét va 14 lach, va doi ltc ca gan. Bénh nay
duoc dic tén theo bac si diéu tri ngudi Anh, thomas Hodgkin (1798 — 1866) * Massively parallel
[processor]: Thudt ngir dung trong nganh dién toan dé chi mot bo xur ly song song co kha nang thye
hién ctung mot e trén mot ngan phép tinh khac nhau. (1) Pham vi nho nhat cua cac tng s6 dién tir cau
thanh mot dai bang va bén trong dai bang niy mot tin hiéu dic biét dugc truyén di thong subt. Noi mot
cach khac, bandwidth 13 khéi lugng thong tin c6 thé duoc gdi di trong cac duong truyén lién lac: bing
thong. 1. Sigment Freud, nguoi da khoi xudng va xay dung bd mon phan tim hoc, dua trén cac y tudng
cho rang doi séng tinh than chi phéi trén ca hai cap ¥ thirc va vo thirc, va cac bién cb thoi tho au co
anh huong manh vé mit tim 1y trong sudt cudc doi. 3. Holy Grail: 1a giai phap cong ty Dell goi la
song vo tuyen (radio) thong minh hay radio dya trén phan mém cho phép tich hop 802.11 va di dong
trong mot thiét bi va nd chuyén doi tu dong. 4. tablet: Thiét bi duoc dung dé nhdp thong tin vé vi tri
ctia hinh d6 hoa trong cac ung dung k¥ thuat, thiét ké va minh hoa. Mot mat phang hinh chir nhat bang
nhua duoc trang bi cung vi mot thiét bi tro (puck) hodc mot cay but - con goi 1a but trAm ( stylus) —
va bo phan dién tir cam nhan dé bao co vi tri cta dau but cho may tinh, dién dich dit liéu ndy thanh vi
tri con tr6 trén man hinh. 5. modeling : (1) Su dung may tinh dé md ta hanh vi ctia mot hé thong. Thi
du, cic chuong trinh bang tinh c6 thé duoc dung dé thao tac v6i cac dit liéu tai chinh biéu thi tinh hinh
va hoat dong ciia mgt cong ty, dung dé phat trién cac ké hoach va du 4n kinh doanh, hodc dung dé danh
gia tic dong cua nhirng thay doi dugc du bao dbi véi cac hoat dong kinh doanh va tinh trang tai chinh
clia cong ty. (2) St dung may tinh dé mo ta bang hinh thirc toan hoc cac dbi twong vat 1y va cac mdi
quan hé khéng gian giira chung. Thi du, cic chuong trinh CAD duoc dung dé biéu dién trén man hinh
cac dbi tugng vat 1y nhu cong cy, tda nha vin phong, cac phan tir phirc tap va xe 6 t6. Cac md hinh nay
ding cac cong thirc dé tao ra duong thang, dudng cong va cac hinh thé khac va dit cac hinh thé nay
vao vi tri twong quan chinh xac v&i nhau va véi khong gian hai chiéu hoic ba chiéu ma ching duogc vé
ra. 1. stock option: thut ngir trong thi truong ching khoan noi dén mot hinh thirc thong dung cua cong
ty cd phan dung dé thuong hay bu ddp cho nhan vién ctia minh. Nhan vién duoc cho mot hop dong
option chirng khoan dé mua c6 phan cong ty theo mot gia nao do (bang hodc dudi gia thi truong vao
thdi diém ting option) trong mot khoang thot gian an dinh bang ndm. 2. C6 phiéu phan chia: thuat ngit
trong thi trudng chimg khoan chi sy gia ting s6 c6 phan dang lwu hanh ctia mot cong ty ma khong thay
d6i von ctia c6 dong hay thay doi tong so tri gia thi truong vao thoi diém phan chia. Mot don vi quan
d6i co-dic gdbm mot traim nguoi (hodc hon) twong duong voi mot dai doi ky binh. Phai Dan Tay (‘Pat
dai va Tu do') Pién tich kinh thanh. Balaam 13 mdt phap su ¢ con lira cai mét hém bdng dung cét
tiéng ndi nhu nguoi, dé phan khang roi vot. 'Con lira Balaam' 1a mot thanh ngir thuong dung dé chi



nhitng ngudi von nhan nhyc, it n6i nhung dén mot lac nao day lai dot nhién 1én tiéng phan khang quyét
ligt. Mot gido phai ¢ Nga, ly khai voi giao hoi chinh gido. Nguyén van la Veliki Mogol (Mong c6 dai
vuong), tudc hiéu ctia nha vua do tricu dinh Mong co dat ra dé cai tri An do trong thoi ky Mong thude
(1526-1858). Mot cach dich khac dau dé cudn sach theo nguyén vin Nga. Birc hoa Nhitng nguoi keo
thuyén trén séng Volga, ctia danh hoa Niga Ré-pin, thé ky XIX Mot chit ¢6 cua van tr Nga da bi béi bo
va thay bang chit E sau 1917. Ving rong khong co rimg cdy ¢ mién cuc Béc; quanh nim bang gia, can
c¢bi, chi moc nhitng bui cAy nhé. Sinh vién truong vo bi duoc coi dang tong ngii quan doi thudng truc.
Xo6-viét dai biéu Uy ban cach mang. Trong nguyén ban: 'co tiéng chim da da gay: 'Xapt’para’ (Cau
nay mo phong tiéng gay don diéu, nghe dé budn ngu, cta chim da da: lai co nghia la 'd¢én gid di ngu
r61'). Thua quy 6ng quy ba (t.Phap). Hoc sinh truong vo bi trung cap chuan bi cho con em quy toc vao
truong v bi cao cap hodc ra 1am si quan cap dudi. Trong do quan trong nhat 1a quyén so hiru dat dai
duoc hudng tron doi, do chinh phii Sa hoang ban cho dan co-dac khong ¢ dat vao nam 1883. Txu-
Sima, mot hon dao trén eo bién Triéu tién. Nam 1904, gan dao ndy c6 xdy ra mdt tran thiy chién 16n
gitta hai ham doi Nga, Nhat; trong do ham doi Nga do do6 dbc Rojdextvenxki chi huy da bi thit bai
nang | né. "Mét qua, lam on giat cho to1! (tiéng Purc xen tiéng Nga tro tre trong nguyén van). Nguot trur
ta. L& co truyén ctia Xlavo. Trong tiét nay nguo1 ta thuong don tiéc banh va to chirc vui choi. Blin 1a
mot thir banh 1am bang bot lodng trang vang bang bo. Phai Xlavophil 1a mot trao luu tu twong & Nga
vao khoang gitra thé ky XIX, chu truong tap hop cac dan toc Xlavo lai dudi quyén lanh dao ciia nudc
Nga, trai voi cac phai tay hoc, ho khang dinh rang nhan dan Nga c6 mdt phuong hudng phat trién riéng
khac han cac dan toc phuong Tay. Sic transit gloria mundi (Hu vinh cta tran thé troi di nhu vay day)
(t. Latinh). Nguo1 "phudce 10c' 1a hang nguo1 hoi ngdy dai ma tin ngudng dan gian coi 1a nhitng nguoi
da duoc Thuong dé chon lya cho cude séng diém phuc trén thién dudng. Apocalypxix 13 mot thién
trong Kinh Thanh ta nhitng canh vat hét strc hoang duong, quai dan. Dan Moxkva (theo tiéng dia
phuong). Kean Edmund (1787 - 1833). Dién vién Anh ndi tiéng chuyén dong cac vai bi kich ciia
Shakespeare. Mii hinh cai soong c6 ngu & trén, thudng dung & cac nudce can dong. Vi Dasa co chong,
cho nén trong ho chiéu dé tén ho 1a'Téléghina Darya Dmitrievna'. Vi vay vién dai doi truong mo1 hoi
ho ctia bd nang (néu ‘nang la con gai chua chong thi tén ho trong ho chiéu - 'Bulavina Parya
Pimitrievna' s& cho biét bb nang 13 ai. Linh muc va tu si & Nga dé toc rat dai. That ra Pétrovna la phu
danh chtr khong phai 1a tén. N6 c6 nghia 1a 'con gai 6ng Piotr'. Nhu vay 1a rat cuc ta van khong biét tén
ba cu la gi. trc mot tén bach vé (trong ngdn ngit cta thd phi Makhnd). La Jucunda, chin dung ndi tiéng
do L&onardo de Vintsi v&. Cau bé Pari Ban than mén (tiéng Phap). Trong bd tiéu thuyét nay, ching toi
tam dung mot hé thong thuat ngir chi cac don vi quan d6i nhu sau: quan doan (armya-armée), i doan
(korpux-corps d’armée), su doan (divizya-division), dai doan (brigada - brigade), trung doan (polk-
régiment), tiéu doan, (batalyon-bataillon), v.v. (N.D.) Dung dé dun bép 11. Viét tit cia Microsoft
Network. 1\. Sa Tru: tiéng Anh 13 amake charinist pig - chi nhirng ngudi theo chu nghia ton sung nam
gio1 mot cach cuc doan. 12. Nguyén van (z:/ K b %%) Truyén thuyét ké lai thoi Xuan Thu c6 Lai Tu,
rat hiéu thuan, bay muoi tudi roi ¢6 luc van mic quan 4o sdc so, gia thanh tré con dé choc cha me
cudi vui. V@ sau trg thanh dién ¢ chi nguoi con hiéu thusn v&i cha me. 13. M6t hinh thirc hén nhan
cua nguoi Ma Thoa toc Nap Tay & Van Nam, 'thu hon' 14 trai chua vo, gai chua chéng, nam nit chung
song v6i nhau & trong gia dinh miu hé cta minh, 1a hon nhan do sy 'di' ctia nam giéi ma thuc hién.
Pang trai budi toi dén dang gai & mot dém, sang sém hém sau vé lai nha minh, hai bén déu khong phai
thanh vién trong gia dinh d6i phuong. 2. Sa Tru: tiéng Anh 13 amake charinist pig - chi nhitng nguoi
theo chil nghia ton sting nam gidi mot cach cuc doan. 3. Ly Gia Han: Hoa hau Hong Kong, ngoi sao
dién anh noi tiéng xinh dep, két hon voi dai gia Htra Tén Hudng. 4. Cau ndi cua Manh T, nghia 1a 'ké
c6 tai san thi méi c6 tim long, vé sau duoc dung véi ¥ nghia ngudi cé thue luc kinh t€ mdi c6 thé on



dinh. 5. Vuong Diéu Luén: sinh ndm 1917, 1a ngudi dan toc Miéu, ngudi Thai Giang - Quy Chau, tirng
nam giir nhitng chirc vu quan trong & tinh Quy Chau sau khi nuéc Cong hoa Dan chi Nhan dan Trung
Hoa thanh 1ap. 6. Vivienne Westwood: Nha thiét ké thoi trang nguoi Anh, ba ndi tiéng voi mai toc do
va phong cach thiét ké doc dao. 7. Bruce Lé 1a tén tiéng Anh ctia Ly Tiéu Long. 8. Bém dai ddng dang,
khong c¢6 tam tu nao dé ngu. 9. Vuong Gia Vé: (17/7/1958 - nay) la dao dién, bién kich, nha san xuat
ndi tiéng ctia dién anh Hong Kéng. Ong ciing 1 dao dlen phim ngh¢ thuat hang dau ctia Hong Kong tir
thap nién 1990 dén nay, tirng doat giai Pao dién xuét sic nhat Lién hoan phim Canner 1997. 10. Trac
ton: mot loai thuc vat ky sinh trén cay trac. 14. Pon vi tién t& cua Tiép Khic. 15. Tén mdt mon an.
Dan Tumo, mdt nha tho kiém nha vin ndi tiéng, nguo1 My da den, sinhtai Hoa Thinh Pbn nam 1894.
Lang & Nam Phi Chau c6 hang rao vay quanh. Ngudi da den & Nam Phi, thudc dong ho Bautu. Thi si
Poringon (1789 - 1834) nguoi xit T Céach Lan sinh trudng trong mdt gia dinh nong dan. Nam 1819
ong sang Nam Phi Chdu va khong tré vé nita. Toan bd tho ctia 6ng déu viét vé doi séng va phong canh
& Nam Phi Chau. Tén goi nhitng nguoi sinh ra & Au chau nhung 1ap nghiép 1au doi & Nam Phi Chau,
va Nam Phi tr¢ thanh qué hwong cta ho. Tén hai tinh & Lién bang Nam Phi. Tén goi nhom thuy thu Ha
Lan va bon 14i buén Ha Lan d6 bd vao vinh Kép niam 1652 va thiét 1ap mot hai cang & d6. Mot nhom
ngudi theo ta dao, xua danh chiém mdt mién & gan tinh Kép. (N.D.) mot thanh phd 16n & Lién bang
Nam Phi (N.D.) mién cao nguyén & Nam Phi Chdu, mua tanh rudng dat kho can khong c6 nude. Mot
d6ng bang Anh c6 20 silinh. Mot silinh ¢6 12 xu (N.D.) Caoti Cunlan (Countee Cullen), sinh nim
1903, mot nha tho 16n nguoi My da den. Nhing sinh vién nay la nguoi da tréng séng & Nam Phi.
(N.D.) bay la mdt thtr rvou giong vi rugu bia ma nhan dan dia phuong thich udng, nhung c¢6 luat cAm
nau va udng, nén phai u6ng tham 1én. Tru sé B6 Qudc phong Hoa Ky (ND). Nguyén van: Catch-22 —
chi nhitng tinh hudng con ngudi khong thé dat dugc mong mubn vi 1am trai quy ludt thong thuong.
Thanh nglr nay XUAt phat tur cudn sach cing tén Xuét ban ndm 1961, do tiéu thuyét gia My Joseph
Heller Vlet vé Thé chién II. Nhan vat chinh trong cuén sach rat so bi giét nén tim cach thuyet phuc cac
sT quan rang anh ta bj dién dé khoi phai lai may bay ném bom. Tuy nhién, cac si quan biét rang nhitng
ai biét minh so hai 13 nhirng ké hoan toan tinh tdo. Vi thé anh chang nay vin phai lai may bay ra tran
(ND). Aristotle (384 TCN — 322 TCN) la nha triét hoc va bac hoc thoi Hy Lap co dai, 1a hoc trd ciia
Plato va thay day ctia Alexander Pai dé. Ong duoc xem 14 ngudi dit nén méng cho mén 1y luan hoc.
Cung véi Plato va Socrates, Aristotle 1a mot trong ba try cot cua van minh Hy Lap 6 dai (ND). bao
Phuc sinh: mdt hon dao & Chi-18. Cay cdi trén ddo bi chinh cur dan séng & d6 chit pha dé 1am nha, dét
Itra... khién cho rimg ngiy cang can kiét, dat trong trot x6i mon dan, cu dan roi vao tinh trang d6i kém
trién mién (ND). Nghi dinh thu Kyoto 1ién quan dén Chuong trinh khung vé bién d6i khi hau tam quéc
t& ctia Lién hiép Qubc v6i muc tiéu cat giam luong khi thai gdy hiéu ing nha kinh, dugc ky két ngay
11/12/1997 va chinh thtc c6 hi€u lyc vao ngay 16/2/2005, véi 191 nudc tham gia (thang 9/2011).
Tinh dén thang 5/2011, Hoa Ky van khong tién hanh cac bién phap cat giam du tham gia ky két (ND).
Nguyén van: Everybody’s crying peace on earth; Just as soon as we win this war (ND). Me Teresa,
con dugc goi la Mg Teresa xtr Calcutta (1910-1997), 1a nir tu Cong giao Roma ngudi Albania va la
nha sang lap Dong Thira sai Bac ai ¢ Calcutta, An D9 nim 1950. Trong hon 40 nam, ba da cham soc
nguoi nghéo, bénh tat, tré mo coi, , NgU01 hip hdi trong khi van hoan tat nhiém vu 1anh dao dong tu phat
trién khip An D6 va dén cac qudc gia khac (ND). Nguyén van: A Beautiful Mind, bo phim dua trén
cuoc doi cua nha todn hoc John Nash, dugc hang Universal Pictures cong chiéu nam 2001, do dién
vién Russell Crowe tha vai chinh (ND). Théa thuan 161 khai: 1a sy thwong lugng hoac thoa thuﬁn duoc
tién hanh giita cong to vién va luat su bién hd cta bi cdo, theo d6 bi cao s& nhan toi dé d6i lai mirc do
khoan hong nio d6 (ND). Bach khoa Toan thu Britannica (nguyén van: Encyclopedia Britannica) 1a
mot bach khoa toan thu tiéng Anh tong hop do cong ty Encyclopadia Britannica, Inc. bién soan va



xuat ban, vi hon 4.000 nha chuyén mén lién tuc cip nhat va phat trién. Tdc pham nay dugc nhiéu
nguoi cho 1a mot trong nhitng bo bach khoa toan thu uy tin nhat (ND). Tosca la vo bi kich ba hoi ctia
soan gia ndi tiéng Giacomo Puccini (1858-1924), 1ay bdi canh thanh Rome dang nam dudi ach cai tri
ctia Napoléon vao thé ky XIX (ND). Vu Watergate 1a vu bé boi chinh tri ndi tiéng & My trong thap
nién 1970, dan dén su kién tong thong Richard Nixon phai tir chirc. Hai trong sO nhirng ké truc tiép thi
hanh vu bé bdi nay 1a Bernard Barker va Frank Sturgis (ND). Trong tiéu thuyét Oliver Twist, 6ng
Bumble 1a vién quan tu té da dua Oliver dén mot trai t& ban xdu xa. Chinh tai noi déy, Oliver da bj
giam vao nguc toi chi vi xin thém mot it chdo. CAu nodi trén dugce dng Bumble thét ra chinh trong phién
toa xur Oliver (ND). Nguyén van: United Nations’ Core International Human Rights Treaties (ND). Bo
suu tap cac van kién Do Thai giao co dai, dugc xem 14 nén tang cua giao luat Do Thai (ND). Nguyén
van: Free rider — nghia gbc 1a ké trong chd 1gi ich trén troi roi xubng (ND). Dé don gian, toi chi tap
trung vao nhiing tinh hubng trong ¢6 mdi bén phai quyét dinh chién lugc cho minh ma khong biét bén
kia quyét dinh thé ndo. Cac 1y thuyet gia tro choi goi day 1a tro choi dong thoi (dé phan biét vo1 tro
choi lién tiép) va thé hién chung gidng nhu cic ma tran trong chuong 1 d6i voi Thé ludng nan ciia
nguoi ti, nhung co su két hop da dang gitra cac loi ich, chién lugc va két qua. Nhing ma tran nay la
ban tdc ky thuan tién dé ta hinh dung nhitng gi dang diénra va chung cung la nguén tham chiéu tién loi;
tuy nhién, chiing khong phai 14 phuong tién thiét yeu va doc gia nao thiy ching khong hiru ich c6 thé
bo qua. Nguyén van: chicken, nghia den 1a “ga con”, tir chi ké nhat gan. Nguyén van: Hawk-Dove —
mot thudt nglt trong chinh tri; theo do, cac dang phai 6n hoa (nhu dang Dan chu & My) thuong duoc
goi la B6 cau (Dove), con cac dang hiéu chién, manh dong (dang Cong hoa) duoc goi la Diéu hau
(Hawk). Nguyén van: Evolutionary Stable Strategy. Nguyén van: Q.E.D. — mot thut ngir trong toan
hoc, viét tit ctia Quod Erat Demonstrandum (“diéu di dwoc chimg minh” trong tleng La-tinh) (ND).
Nguyén van: Rock, paper, scissors — tai Viét Nam, tro choi nay ¢ tén goi pho bién 1a Oan tu ti hay
Kéo, bua, bao. Tén goi ndy di dugc thay d6i tir nguyén ban (tir gidy — paper thanh bao va tir d4 — rock
thanh baa) do hinh dang ban tay cta nguoi choi khi choi tro nay (ND). VAn dé duy nhét véi 16i choi
ngau nhién hoan toan 13 rat kho thuc hién dugc trén thuc t, va da phén moi ngudi déu tuan theo mot
khuén mau ndo d6 ma mdt ddi tha tinh anh c6 thé doan duoc. Pé khic phuc diéu nay, toi da nghi ra
cach chon cac chién luge ma khong ddi tha ndo co thé du doan duoc, bai vi ban than toi cling khong
thé du doan duoc. Khi t6i thir nghi¢m chién luoc nay vo1 mot chuong trinh may tinh trén mang thi n6
d3 thanh cong. Hang s6 toan hoc e 1a co sé ctia logarit tyr nhién, con goi 1a s6 Euler (dit theo tén nha
toan hoc Leonhard Euler). Gia tri s6 e tdi 20 chir sd thap phan la: 2,71828182845904523536...
Chting dang roi vao Thé ludng nan cua nguoi tu, trong do tuy chién lugc “hai bén cung dua” rat mang
tinh hop tac, phdi hop (va ti uu), nhung chién luoc “hai bén cing gitt” moi 1a diém can bang Nash
chiém thé chu dao va dan t6i that bai. Nguyén vian: Nash bargaining solution (ND). Nguyén van:
Pareto optimal position — con dugc goi la tinh huéng hiéu qua Pareto — mot thuyet trong tam cua kinh
t& hoc dugc tng dung phd bién trong 1y thuyét tro choi. Theo dd, viéc chuyén tir cach phan chia ndy
sang cach phan chia khdc ma giup it nhdt mot ca nhan c6 loi hon nhung khong 1am bat ky mot ca nhan
nao khac bi thié¢t hai dugc goi 1a mot sy cai thién Pareto, hay su t6i wu hoa Pareto (ND). Nash liét ké
bbn diéu kién gitip giai phap mic ca ctia dong mang lai két qua t6i wu: 1. Loi giai cho viéc phan chia
tai nguyén phai khong dé phan ndo sot lai; 2. Giai phap khong phu thudc vao cach ngudi tham gia danh
gia tinh thiét thuc cua phﬁn loi ho dugc nhan; 3. Néu két qua ma khong ai muén chon tré nén khong kha
thi, thi s& khong c6 gi thay doi; 4. Giai phap s& khong thay doi néu cac bén tham gia hoan doi vi tri cho
nhau. Nguyén van: Ultimatum Game (ND). Joseph Raymond “Joe” McCarthy (1908 - 1957) la chinh
tri gia ngudi MY, nghi si Pang Cong hoa tai bang Wisconsin tir nim 1947 cho dén khi qua doi nim
1957. Tir naim 1950, McCarthy da trd thanh guong mit cong ching tiéu biéu nhit trong giai doan ma



nhitng cing thing ctia Chién tranh Lanh 1am gia ting ndi so vé strc anh hudng ngay cang 1ém cua chu
nghia cOng san (ND). Peanuts 1a loat truyén tranh dugc dang trén nhat bAo My cua hoa si Charles M.
Schulz, xuit ban lan dau vao thap nién 1940. Truyén c6 ndi dung danh cho thiéu nhi, voi hai nhan vat
chinh 13 cdu bé Charlie Brown va cha chd Snoopy (ND). Machiavellian dd tro thanh tir dong nghia
vGi tit ca nhirng g xao quyét, lua loc va dang trach; tuy nhién, thong diép chinh cua Niccolo
Machiavelli cho nhitng ké mudn chién thang va duy tri quyen Iuc 1a: “Tét hon het 1a hay tim klem long
tin cta nguoi ta hon 1a phu thudc vao [stiec manh]”. Déi v6i Machiavelli, niém tin 14 van dé cot 151,
dAu cho nhitng phuong phép 6ng dé xuat dé gianh léy niém tin d6 d6i khi ciing dua trén tinh thuc tién
hon 1a dao dtrc. La tén dat cho nir gidi, nghia 1a Mén qua ctia Thugng dé. Nguyén vin: chain letters —
tire trd guri thu va yéu cau ngudi nhan sao chép rdi giri dén nhiéu ngudi khac, thudng dé lan truyén cac
thong diép du dd hoidc lira ddo (ND). Nguyén van: pyramid schemes — mot hinh thirc kinh doanh phi
phap va dé d6 v&, trong d6 mot ngudi hoic mot to chirc chuyén du dd nguoi khac tham gia kinh doanh
theo cap bac kiéu kim tur thap: nhiing nguoi thude cac ting thap hon s& 1am loi cho nhirng ngudi ¢ ting
trén bang doanh sé va tién hoa hong. Kiéu kinh doanh ndy ton tai ¢ Viét Nam dudi hinh thic “kinh
doanh theo mang lu61” hay “ban hang da cap” bién twong (ND). Faust 1a nhan vt trong tac pham kich
cung tén cua thi si, nha soan kich, tiéu thuyét gia va triét gia Duc 16i lac Johann Wolfgang Goethe
(1749-1832). Faust da ban linh hdn cta chang cho quy ditr dé dugc théa min moi mong udc cta minh
(ND). Nguyén vin: “give still it hurts” (ND). Tam dich: “Bén thdn minh khéng mubn thi dirng lam véi
nguoi khac.” (ND) Sau nay, Tit for Tat con dé cap téi cac chién luoc cu thé, va TIT FOR TAT duoc
dung dé chi nhirng chwong trinh mdy tinh thé hién nhimg chién luoc d6. Nguyén vin: pork-barrel
politics - thuat ngit chi hanh dong cac chinh khach tim cach mang du an dau tu vé cho khu vue bau cir
ma minh dai dién dé thu phuc cam tinh ctia cir tri (ND). 1. Tén mot trang web chuyén vé bong chay,
danh cho nhitng ngudi mudn tim hiéu thong tin, cac giai ddu bong chay (ND). 1. Trich Doanh nhan
cong nghé cao: Bai hoc tir MIT va hon thé (Entrepreneurs in High Technology: Lessons from MIT and
Beyond) (New York: Tap chi Pai hoc Oxford, 1991) cua Edward B. Roberts, trang 258 (TG). 2.
Trich Tac dong khoi nghi€p: Vai tro cia MIT - Bao cdo da cap nhat (Entrepreneurial Impact: The
Role of MIT — An Updated Report) cia Edward B. Roberts va Charles E. Eesley, trong Sang 1ap va
Xu hudng trong Khoi nghiép 7, s6 1-2 (2011): 1-149, http://dx.doi.org/10.1561/0300000030 (TG).
3. Trich Mot bao cdo mdi vé vai trd cua MIT - Bao cdo dd duoc cap nhat (Entrepreneurial Impact:
The Role of MIT — An Updated Report) cia Edward B. Roberts va Charles E. Eesley, trong Sang 1ap
va Xu hudng trong Khoi nghiép 7, sé 1-2 (2011): 1-149, http://dx.doi.org/10.1561/0300000030
(TG). 4. Trich Nhitng cdu chuyén thanh cong (Success Stories) ctia Van phong Chuyén giao Cong nghé
MIT, http://web.mit. edu/tlo/www/about/success_stories.html. (TG). 5. Trich Cau chuyén cua hai
doanh nhan: Tim hiéu sy khic biét gitta cac loai hinh khéi nghiép trong kinh té (A Tale of Two
Entrepreneurs: Understanding Differences in the Types of Entrepreneurship in the Economy) cta Bill
Aulet va Fiona Murray, Quy Ewing Marion Kauffman, thang 5 nam 2013,
www.kauffman.org/uploadedfiles/downloadableresources/a-tale-of-two-entrepreneurs.pdf (TG). 6.
Trich Quan ly sang tao va dot pha (Managing Invention and Innovation) cua Edward B. Roberts trong
Quan 1y nghién ctru cong nghé 31 (Research Technology Management 31), s6 1, thang 1-2 nim 1988,
ABI/INFORM Complete (TG). 7. Trich Gan mdt nira cac cong ty khdi nghiép sang tao tai My duoc
thanh 1ap boi “ngudi khdi nghiép cling chinh 1a ngudi st dung” (Nearly Half of Innovative U.S.
Startups Are Founded by ‘User Entrepreneurs) theo nghién ctru ctia Quy Ewing Marion Kauffman
ngay 7 thang 3 nam 2012, www.kauffman.org/newsroom/nearly-half-of-innovative-startups-are-
founded-by-userentrepreneurs. Aspx (TG). 8. Trich Doanh nhan trong linh vuc cong ngh¢ cao: Bai
hoc tir MIT va hon thé (Entrepreneurs in High Technology: Lessons from MIT and Beyond) (New



York: Tap chi Pai hoc Oxford, 1991) ctua Edward B. Roberts, trang 258 (TG). 1. Thuc chat chiing toi
dé ban hang cho ca ba thi truong trén khi mo1 khoi nghiép boi vi chung toi van chua hiéu duoc gia tri
cua viéc xac dinh dugc cac thi truong dac trung (TG). 1. Tén phan mém phac thao bo cuc website
(BT). 1. Trong quan sy, hao nuoc la tuyen phong thu cudi cing bao v¢ lau dai khoi sur tn cong cua ké
thu. O day tac gia mudn am chi Yéu to cot 161 gidng nhu vii khi cudi ciing bao vé doanh nghiép khoi sur
tAn cong cua cac doi thu canh tranh, nhu hinh v& trang 172 (BT). 2. Theo Ttr doanh nhan MIT dén 1anh
dao ti¢c tra: Cau chuyén vé Thomas Massie (From MIT Entrepreneur to Tea Party Leader: The
Thomas Massie Story ), cua Gregory T. Huang, Xconomy ngay 17 thang 5 nam 2012,
www.xconomy.com/boston/2012/05/17/ from-mit-entrepreneur-to-teaparty-leader-the-thomas-
massie-story/2 (TG). 1. Trich Amie Street: M6 hinh &m nhac méi tuyét voi (“Amie Street: Awesome
New Music Model”) cta Michael Arringto trén TechCrunch, ngay 23 thing 7 nam 2006,
http://techcrunch.com/2006/07/23/amie-street-awesome-new-music-model. 1. Trich tor bdo céo
Phuong phap danh gia mirc d6 rii ro cao, dau tu dai han (A Method for Valuing Hight-Righ, Long-
term Investment) trong Harvard Business School cua William A. Sahlman. Truong hop 9-288-006,
ngay 12 thang 8 nam 2003 (TG). 1. Nhirng con s6 da duoc thay doi dé minh hoa va khong phai 1a con
sO that ma Julia dy kién trong dai han (TG). 1. Conversion rate (CR) 1a chi s6 do viéc nhirng khach
hang tiém nang tr¢ thanh khach hang that sy khi ho mua mdt mon hang hay dich vu cua ban. Chi s6 CR
ndy thudng 13 phan traim cua khach mua hang so véi teng sO lugng khach viéng thim clia toan website
hay cta mot kénh quang cdo nio d6 (ND). 2. Tim hiéu thém vé Hé thong danh gia long trung thanh cua
khach hang tai www.netpromoter.com. Pay l1a h¢ thong do luong va phat trién quang co truyén miéng
hiéu qua (TG). 3. Hay con goi 13 marketing theo kiéu truyén théng, gom cac hinh thirc quang céo nhu:
phat to roi, giri thr dién tir, ban hang qua dién thoai,... (BT). 4. “Chién luoc Dai duong xanh” dé cap
dén mot kiéu thi truong khéc, tai do doanh nghiép c6 thé tranh dugc canh tranh va ciing khong nhat
thiét phai canh tranh; ma chu yéu thu loi nhuan 16n tir nhitng d6t pha sang tao (BT). 1. Trich “YC -
Style Up tu van thoi trang ca nhan hang ngay phtt hop voi phong cach va dia diém cua ban” ctia Leena
Rao trén Techcrunch, ngay 18 thang 3 ndm 2013, http://techcrunch.com/2013/03/18/yc-backedstyleup-
recommends-daily-personalized- outfits-tailored-to-your-style-and-location. (9) Chi riéng A Briet
History of Time d3 ban duoc hon 9 triéu ban bang 40 tht tiéng, tinh dén nim 2001. (10) Tap chi
Forbes hang ndm dua ra mot danh sach nhitng ngudi gidu nhat thé gidi véi tai san duoc tinh bang ti
d6-la My. (11) Condoleezza Rice, sinh ndm 1954 - C6 van An ninh Qudc gia cua tong thdng My (2001
- 2005), dugc Tong théng George Bush (con) bd nhiém chirc Ngoai trudng My ngay 26/01/2005. Tat
ca cac phat biéu ctia Condoleezza Rice trong bai ndy duoc trich dan tir bai béo cta ba trén to Time (in
partnership with CNN) ngay 30/04/2006, tai trang web: http://www.time.com/time/maga-
zine/article/0,9171,1187226,00.html (12) Nguoi theo Dong Baptist chi rira t61 cho nguoi 16n, khong
rua t01 cho tre so smh (13) Phil Donahue (sinh nim 1935), ngudi dan chuong trinh truyen hinh no61
tiéng v6i "Phil Donahue Show' tir 1970 - 1996, talk show cua dng thudng xoay quanh cac van dé giy
tranh céi gitra hai dang Cong hoa va Dan chi & My nhu pha thai, luat bao vé nguot tiéu dung, quyén
cong dan, phong trao phan chlen, (14) Roundhouse: tam dich la 'mot cu dAm manh nhu bua bo', c6 18
Howard mu6n no6i den su thang than, quyét liét cua Oprah trong cac cudc phong van khong khoan
nhuwong trude cai xau. (15) Anorld Schwarzenegger sinh ngdy 30/07/1947 - luc si thé hinh, dién vién,
doanh nhan, chinh tri gia nguoi My goc Ao, ndi tiéng qua cac phim hanh dong cua Hollywood, dugc
Tong thong George H. Bush (Bush cha) bo nhiém lam Chu tich Hoi dong Thé chit va Thé thao cua
tong thong tir ndm 1990 dén ndm 1994, sau d6 dic cir chirc théng déc bang California nhiém ky
07/11/2003 - 08/01/2007. (1) Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756 - 1791), nhac si thién tai nguoi Ao.
(2) Vienna - Thi d6 Austria (Ao), Di san Van hoa Thé gidi, dugc UNESCO cong nhan nim 2001. (3)



Joseph Haydn (1732-1809): Nhac si vi dai nguoi Ao. (4) Antonio Salieri (1750-1825): Nhac si
nguoi Y nhung séng phan 16n cudc doi minh tai Ao. (5) Goethe (1749 - 1832): Pai thi hio nguoi
buc. (6) Franz Liszt: Nha soan nhac tai hoa ngudi Hungary, tac gia cua ban 'Hanh khic Hungary' noi
tiéng. (7) Pay dugc xem la mot trong nhirng ban giao huong hay nhat moi thoi dai. (8) Franz Schubert:
Nha soan nhac ndi tiéng ngudi Ao, cting thoi voi Mozart va Beethoven. Aztecs 1a mot nén vin minh &
khu vue trung tam Mexico trong khoang the ky 14 - 16, c6 ban sac vin hoa dic biét va ghé ron. Trong
nhirng budi té than thuong xuyén duoc to churc, dong vat, phu nir, thdm chi la tré em va tre so sinh bi
mang di hién té bang cach moi tim, 16t da roi dit 1én bé thd ¢ Kim ty thap Lén tai tha phu
Tenochtitlan. ba toong nay thi t61 khong c6 cach nao dé leo 1én kim ty thap cua ho dugc. Ha nguyén tu:
Hat ha nguyén tir 1a mdt khai niém dé chi cac hat cdu thanh nén nguyén tir, cung cac hat dugc giai
phong trong céc phan ing hat nhan hay phan trng phan ra. Vi du: dién tir, proton, neutron la nhitng hat
ha nguyén tir thuong dugc nhic dén. Ngoai ra con rat nhiéu cac hat ha nguyén ttr khac trong vat ly hat.
Talk show (My) hay chat show (Anh) la mdt chuong trinh truyen hinh hoac phat thanh ma mot nhoém
ngudi ngdi lai v6i nhau dé thao ludn mot s6 chit d& ma ngudi dan chuong trinh dua ra. Thong thuong,
cac talk show c6 mdt ban (panel) khach moi hiéu biét rd hodc ¢ nhiéu kinh nghiém lién quan dén van
dé dang dugc thao luan trong chuong trinh d6. Dis-ease ¢ nghia 14 bénh tat; nhung bang dung ¥ choi
chir cua tac gia, khi ct nghia cta tir dis-ease, dis co nghia 1a khong, ease nghia 1a dé chiu, thoai mai,
nén dis-ease con mang nghia 13 khong dé chiu, thoai mai, tirc 12 moi bAt 6n, x40 tron vé tinh than, cam
xtic ctia con ngudi déu ¢ anh hudng dén stre khoe thé cht.
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