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Chwong I - Phan chiéu

Néu can mot ti s6 dé tong két tat ca vé Manchester United thi no da dén trong tran du thr 1500 cua
t6i: tran dau cudi ciing. West Bromwich Albion 5 Manchester United 5. Dién rd. Man nhan. Tuyét
diéu. Manh liét.

Xem Manchester United thi ¢au 13 dong nghia v&i nhirng ban thing va su kich tinh. Trai tim ctia ban s&
phai trai qua mot "bai test". Toi khong phan nan vé viéc United danh roi loi thé dan West Brom 5-2
chi trong von ven 9 phut. Toi van thé hién sy khong hai 1ong nhung cac cau thit hiéu ¥ nghia sau xa cua

diéu do. Toi no1 voi ho: "Cam on cac cau. Mot bira tiéc chia tay soc va tuyét voi!"

Lic d6, David Moyes da dugc chi dinh lam ngudi ké nhiém. Ngdi trong phong thay db sau tran dau,
Giggs dua: "David Moyes cling vira méi tir chie."

Du hang phong ngu ctia United dang gip van dé nhung t6i van tu hao va nhe nhdm khi chuyén giao cho
David Moyes dgi hinh va ban huin luyén chat luong nay. Cong viéc cua to1 da hoan tat. Gia dinh dang

do1 t61 tai khu Regis Suite cua san The Hawthorns, mot cugc song md1 mé ra trudc mat.

Ngay chia tay ctia t6i gidng nhw mot gidc mo. West Brom d3 hd trg mot cach tan tinh nhat. Sau tran, ho
con gui tang to1 ban danh sach dang ky nhan su c6 chit ky cua tat ca cau thi hai doi. Gan nhu toan bo
gia dinh to1 déu c6 mit & day: ba con trai, tam chdu va mot, hai ngudi ban than thiét. D6 that sy 1a mot
niém vui danh cho t6i ndi riéng va ca gia dinh ndi chung khi trai qua nhitng gi phat ndy bén canh
nhau.

Budc chan tir xe bus ddi bong xuéng san nha cua West Brom, muc tiéu to1 tu dat ra la thuong thirc tirng
khoanh khac. Quyét dinh giai nghé khong hé khé khin vi toi biét bay gid 1a thoi diém thich hop. Pém
truge tran du, cac cau tha da tang t61 mot mon qua ky niém dac bi¢t. o 1a chiéc déng ho Rolex 1941
tuyét dep da duoc chinh dung 15 gio 3 phat, am chi thoi khic t6i ra doi vao ngay 31 thang Muoi hai
nam 1941 tai Glasgow. Ho con lam mét cudn sach anh vé toan bd khoang tho1 gian cua t61 tai Old
Trafford, v6i hinh gia dinh t6i & chinh giira. Rio Ferdinand, mot ngudi dam mé dong ho, 1a nguoi dua
ra y tuong nay.

Sau khi nhan dong ho, sach va trang phéo tay vang doi khap cin phong, t6i thiy nhitng nét mit dic biét

cua vai cau thu. That khé dé dién ta khi ho da ludn c6 t61 & bén trong suot su nghi€p, vo1 mot s6 ngudi



12 20 ndm. Mot cam giac trong vang c6 thé thot thanh 10i: "Roi moi chuyén s& thé nao day?". C6 nhitng

cau thu tham chi khong biét huan luyén vién nao khac ngoai toi.

Van con mot tran dau nira va t6i mudn nd phai that ra tro! United vuon 1én dan 3-0 trong 30 phut dau
nhung West Brom khong mudn t6i ¢6 ngdy chia tay qua dé dang. John Sivebeak 12 ngudi ghi ban thing
dau tién cho United cua Ferguson vao ngay 22 thang Mudi mot naim 1986 va Javier Hernandez 13 cau
tha 1ap cong cudi cliing vao ngay 19 thang Nam nim 2013. Khi dan 5-2, chang t6i cam tudng co thé
thang 20-2. Khi bi g& hoa 5-5, Quy Do dudng nhu sin sang chiu that bai 5-20. Hang phong ngu ciia
United giong mot mé hdn don. West Brom ghi lién ba ban thang, Romelu Lukaku hoan tat c( hat-trick.

Meic du hirmg chiu con mua ban thing nhitng phat cudi, toan doi van rat vui vé. Khi tiéng coi min cudc
cat 1én, chiing t6i & lai san dé tri an nhitng c6 dong vién Quy Po. Giggsy day t6i 1én phia trudc, mot
minh gitta hing nghin guwong mit rang r&. Ngudi haim mo da danh ca ngdy troi hat vang, co vii, toi rat
mudn gianh chién thing 5-2 nhung 5-5 ¢6 vé 1a 101 chia tay thich hop. Day 1a tran ddu dau tién o ti s6
ndy trong lich str Premier League ciing nhu sy nghiép cam quan cua toi. Lat cat cudi cua lich sir trong

90 phut cudi cung.

Vin phong cua tdi & Manchester ciing ngdp tran thu tir, qua ting. Real Madrid giri mot mon qua rat
dep: mo hinh bang bac cta quang truong Cibeles tai Madrid, noi ho n ming nhirng chtrc v6 dich
qubc gia, kém vai 14 thu than mat tir chi tich Real Florentino Perez. Ajax va Edwin van der Sar ciing

c6 nhitng mén qua riéng. Lyn, thu ky riéng cua t6i, dd phai 1am viéc hét cong suat.

Trude d6 mot tuan, trong tran d4u v4i Swansea, 14n cudi cung tai Old Trafford, t61 da khong biét diéu
gi s& cho doi minh, ngoai hai hang cau thi vinh danh. T6i vira trai qua bay ngdy cing thang vi giai
thich v&i gia dinh, ban bé, cau thi va ban huan luyén quyét dinh budc sang mot chwong mdi cua cudc

doi.

Y dinh chia tay su nghiép cam quan ndy mam vao thang Mudi nam 2012. Cang dén gan Giang sinh, no

cang trd nén manh mé va rd rang hon trong dau toi: "Ta phai giai nghé thoi."
"Tai sao Ong lam thé," Cathy hoi.

"Mua trude, danh mat chirc vo dich & vong dau cudi, té1 khong thé don nhan di€u dé thém mdt lan

nira," 61 tra 101. "Hy vong United v6 dich Premier League nim nay va vao Chung két Ctip FA hoic



Champions League. D6 sé& 1a cai két tuyét voi."

Cathy ciing dan hiéu ra va dong y. Chi gai cua Cathy 1a Bridge vira mat hoi thang Mudi va ba 4y gip
rat nhiéu kho khan véi mat mat ndy. Cathy dong vién toi rang toi van tré dé lam nhiing viéc khac trong

doi. Theo hop dong, t6i s& phai thong bao quyét dinh ndy cho cdu lac bd trudc ngay 31 thang Ba.

Ngiu nhién, David Gill goi cho t6i vao mdt ngdy Chu nhét ctia thang Hai va mudn qua nha t6i dé tro
chuyén. Mot chiéu Chil nhat u? "C4 1a ong Ay dinh nghi viéc giam doc diéu hanh day," t6i phan doan.
"Hodc thé, hodc 1a ong chuén bi bj sa thai," Cathy tra 101. Cubi cung, David thong bdo v&i to1 s€ roi
ghé giam dbc vao cudi mua giai. "Quai quy that, David," t6i ndi. Roi t6i ké viéc minh ciing dua ra
quyét dinh twong tu nhu thé nao.

Ngay hém sau, t6i nhan cudc goi tir gia dinh Glazer. T6i dam bao véi Joel Glazer rang ¥ dinh cua toi
khong lién quan gi dén David, rang t6i da quyét tir Giang sinh. Roi t6i giai thich nhitng Iy do. Viéc chi
gai ctia Cathy qua doi da anh hudng hoan toan dén cudc séng cua ching toi. Ba Ay cam thay co don.
Joel noi rang ong Ay da hiéu. Chiing toi thong nhat sé gip nhau tai New York. Mot lan nita, Joel thuyét
phuc t6i rat lai quyét dinh. Panh gia cao nhimg c6 gang va cam on su tng hd cta Joel nhung toi tir

chdi. Ong 4y to 10ng biét on nhitng gi tdi da 1am cho cau lac bo.

R61 cudc trao doi tien dén viée tim ra ngudi ké nhiém. Mgt sy thong nhat - David Moyes 1a nguoi

duoc chon.

David sau d6 dén nha t61 dé ban bac. Nha Glazer mong muon sau khi thong tin t61 gidi ngh¢ dugc xac
nhén, nhitng tin don vé nguoi ké vi s€ khong kéo dai lau. Ho muoén moi viéc phai xong xudi trong vai

ngay.

Ngudi Scotland ludn gitr trong tAm minh mdt ¥y chi manh m&. Ho chi rd1 qué huong vi mot 1y do duy
nhat: thanh cong. Ngudi Scotland khong roi Scotland dé tron chay qua khir ma dé hoan thién ban than.
Ban c6 thé thiy diéu ndy ¢ khap moi noi trén thé gidi, dic biét 1a My va Canada. Xa qué nha tao nén
mot niém quyét tim nht dinh. D6 khéng phai 1a chiéc vo boc, d6 1a sy cuwong quyét véi thanh cong.

Nhirng di€u ké trén do1 khi van ding vao con nguoi toi.

Ngudi Scotland & nuée ngoai khong thiéu tinh hai hude. Nhung ho rat nghiém tic trong cong viée, mot

pham chit vo gia. Moi nguoi thudng ndi véi toi: "Chang bao gid thiy éng cudi trong tran du ca." Toi



tra 101: "T6i khong dén day dé cudi dua, t6i dén day dé chién thing."

David c6 nhiéu nét ké trén. Toi biét than thé cua ong ay. B6 cua 6ng ay, David Moyes Senior, 1a huan
luyén vién tai Drumchapel, noi toi tirng thi ddu khi 12 cau tha. Gia dinh ho rat hoa thuan. Toi khong noi
d6 1a 1y do dé trao cong viéc cho mdt ngudi nio d6 nhung rd rang ban mudn thay nhitng nén tang tot
nhu vay & ho. T61 ro1 Drumchapel nam 1957, khi David Moyes Senior cling mé1 chi 1a mot chang trai

tré. Chung t6i khong c6 mdi lién hé truc tiép ndo, nhung t6i hiéu cau chuyén nha Moyes.

Nha Glazer rat thich David. Ngay 14p tirc, ho di 4n tuong voi ong Ay. Piém dau tién ma ho cha ¥ noi
David d6 12 6ng Ay 1a nguoi néi thang. Thang thin vé ban than 12 mot duc tinh. Va dé chAm dut nhirng
nghi ngo, 61 s& khong bao gid can thiép vao cong viéc cua David. Sau 27 nim lam quan 1y, toi tiép
tuc dan than vao bong da dé 1am gi? Bay gio 1a thoi diém cho t6i dé bong da lai sau lung. David ciing
s& khong gip nhiéu kho khan tiép noi truyén thong cta cau lac bo. Ong Ay danh gia tai ning rat tot va
tirng mang dén 16i choi tuyét voi & Everton khi dugc phép ky hop dong véi nhitng cau tha dang cp.

T6i ty nhi1 v6i ban thin khong bao gid hdi han véi quyét dinh nghi huu. Piéu d6 s& khong thay d6i. O
d6 tudi bay muoi, ca thé chat va tinh than c6 thé xudng déc nhanh chong. Nhung ké tir khi giai nghé, toi
kha ban biu v61 cac du an & My va mot s6 noi khac. Toi s& khong bap vao nhitng thir vo ich. T61 dang

tim thir thach moi.

Trong nhitng ngay quyét dinh chinh thire, mot khé khan 16n lao 13 thong bao voi doi ngii nhan vién &
Carrington, san tap ctia United. T6i van dic biét nhd khoanh khic toi dé cap nhitng thay doi trong cugc
song, su ra di cua chi gai Cathy va nghe thiy tiéng kéu day thuong cam: "Oiii!" N6 thue su pha bo rao

can cudi cung trong to1, nhur mdt nhat dao cam vao nguoi.

Tin d6n bat dau lan ra mot ngay trude thong bao chinh thirc. Luc ddy, t6i van chua néi chuyén véi em
trai Martin. Xir 1y toan bd qua trinh nay khong hé dé dang mot chut nao, dic biét néu dimg dudi tu
cach cua Thi trudong Chirng khoan New York, boi vay, viéc mot ph?m tin tirc bi 10 i khién ti tré nén

thda hiép hon dbi véi nhitng nguoi ma t6i mudn giao pho.

Sang thtr Tu, ngay 8 thang Nam, t6i tap hop ban huan luyén trong phong phén tich bang hinh, doi ngi
nhan vién chinh tai canteen va cac cau thu & phong thay d6. Pau tién, t6i dd budc vao phong thay do
va thong bao quyét dinh chinh thirc d3 dugc dang trén trang chil cua cau lac bo. Toi khong cho phép

mang dién thoai vao boi t61 khong muon tin tirc tran ra ngoai trudge khi tat ca moi nguoi ¢ Carrington



dugc biét. Tuy nhién, cac cau thu cling nhan thirc dugc mot diéu 16n lao sép Xay dén.

T6i ndi voi ho: "Toi hy vong khong 1am ai budn vi ¢6 thé ban gia nhip cau lac bo ndy vi nghi t6i s& &
day lau dai." Thuc tinh thi United da n61 vai Robin van Persie va Shinji Kagawa nhu vay, vi n6 hoan

toan ding & thoi diém do.

"Moi thir 3 thay doi," t6i tiép tuc. "Cai chét ctia chi gai vo toi 1a mot thay d6i 16n lao. Thém vao do,

t0i cling mudn ra di trong tu thé nha vo dich. Va toi sé ra di trong tu thé nha vo dich."

Mot vai guong mit soc thdy rd. "Hay dén trudng dua va tan huong di nhé. Hen gip lai cac cdu vao
ngay mai." Trudc d6, toi da cho phép cac cau thu nghi ngoi chiéu th Tu dé di xem dua ngua & trudng
dua Chester. Moi ngudi déu biét chuyén ndy. Toi khong mudn ho nghi cac cau thi vo tim dén mirc di

choi ngay trong ngay thay gia tir su nghiép, nén t6i da xac nhan rong rii viéc ndy cach d6 mot tuan.

ROi t6i 1én tAing dén phong cua ban huan luyén. Ho déu hudng Gmg. Mot hai ngudi nhan xét vui: "Cudi
cung da dudi dugc ong di!" Trong hai nhom nay thi cac cau thil to ra lo lang hon. Dot nhién trong dau
ho s& day nhitng cau hoi: "Hudn luyén vién méi cé thich minh khong? Minh con ¢ day mua giai toi

khong?" Con cac huan luyén vién thi don gian hon: "Dén day co6 1€ 1a cham durt ro1."

Lic ndy 1a thoi diém cho t6i rut lui khoi nhitng chuyén thong bao va giai thich nay dé ngdi ngam lai.
T6i quyét dinh di thang vé nha vi toi biét phan Gng cta truyén thong v4i con dia chan nay. Toi khong

muon ro1 Carrington trude bién phong vién va anh den flash nhap nhay.

Vé nha, t6i khoa minh trong phong. Jason, ludt sur ctia t6i, va Lyn déu giri nhitng tin nhan vao thoi diém
thong bao chinh thirc. Lyn c6 vé nhu con nhan tin 1ién tuc trong vong 15 phat. Tong cong 38 to bao trén
toan thé giéi da dua thong tin giai nghé ctia toi 18n trang nhat, bao gdm ca New York Times. Bao chi &
Anh thi da tang thém tir 10-12 trang trong dip nay.

Do rong va bé su cua thong tin trén mat bao 1a mot sy ton vinh danh cho t6i. Toi1 co6 nhiéu mdi bat hoa
v6i doi ngii 1am bao trong sudt nhitng ndm qua nhung t6i khong bao gior nudi long thu han. Cac phong
vién phai lam viéc dudi nhiéu ap luc. Ho phai cb ging danh bai TV, internet, Facebook, Twitter, nhiéu

thir khac, va ho con c6 mdt bién tap vién ngoi bén trén. Mot nganh cong nghiép vat va.

Diéu nay cling chimg to truyén thong ciing khong hé han thu gi 61, du nhitng xung dot thi da xay ra. Ho



ghi nhan gia tri cua sy nghi¢p cam quan cua to1 va nhirng gi t61 mang dén cac budi hop bdo. Ho con
tang mon qua ky niém 1a mot chi€éc banh véi trang tri hinh may say toc & bén trén cung mdt chai rugu

hao hang. To61 vui vé don nhan chung,

Trong tran dau v6i Swansea, ngudi doc thong bao ciia sin da bat nhitng ban nhac My Way ctia Sinatra
va Unforgettable cua Nat King Cole. United chién thing bang cach di duoc thuc hién rat nhiéu trong
895 tran théng trudc do: ban théng muon, phut thir 87, cua Rio Ferdinand.

Bai phat biéu cua toi1 luc sau hoan toan tu phat. To1 khong c6 kich ban nao hét. T61 chi biét to1 sé&
khong dé€ cao bat cir ca nhan nao. S€ khong phai vé gidm doc, v€ nguo1 ham md hay cac cau thu, ma do

1a vé Cau lac bd Manchester United.

T6i thic giuc dam dong hiy dung bén canh vi hun luyén vién méi, David Moyes. "Tdi mudn goi lai
rang ching ta tirng c6 nhitng khoang thoi gian t6i t8. Khi do, cau lac bd dtng bén t6i, ban huin luyén
ding bén i, cac cau thii ding bén t6i. Béi vay, nhiém vu ciia cac ban bay gid 1a ding bén huan luyén

vién mdi. Diéu ndy rat quan trong."

Néu toi khong dé cap dén David, c6 18 moi ngudi s& hoi: "Toi tu hoi liéu Ferguson c6 mudn Moyes
thay thé hay khong?" Chuing tdi can thé hién sy tng ho trong moi hoan canh danh cho dng 4y. Cau lac
bd can tiép tuc chién thing. D6 13 tAm niém ciia chung tdi. Toi 14 giam doc United. Nhu bat ky ai, toi
mudn vinh quang duoc duy tri. Gid t6i ¢ thé thudng thirc tran dau theo cach cua Sir Bobby tir khi dng
giai nghé. Ban c6 thé thdy d6i mat Sir Bobby ruc chay, hai tay dng xoa manh vao nhau sau mdi trin
théng. To1 cling mubn diéu d6. Toi mudn du khan mot tran dau tai cup chau Au va néi véi moi nguoi:

"T6i ty hao vé doi bong nay, do la mot do1 bong tuyet voi."

Trong bai phat biéu, t6i ciing nhic dén Paul Scholes. Toi biét cau Ay khong thich thé nhung toi khong
thé kim long. Paul ciing d giai nghé. Toi con danh 161 chiic cho Darren Fletcher sdm binh phuc cin

bénh viém loét da day ma rat hiém nguoi mic phai.

Vai ngy sau tai sin bay, mot ngudi dan éng dua t6i mot chiéc phong bi va néi: "T6i mubn giri ong thir
nay." D6 la mot bai bao cua Ireland chi ra réng t6i da roi cau lac bd theo cach ma t6i van dan dét no:
tu lra chon con duong. "Hanh dong kiéu miu cua Ferguson" - tac gia da viét nhur vay. To1 rat thich va
tir hao vi bai bao ndy. P6 chinh 14 cach toi nhin nhin quing thoi gian nim quyén ctia minh ¢ Old
Trafford.



Khi t61 ro1 bang ghé chi dao, David dén va mang theo b ba tro ta: Steve Round, Jimmy Lumsden va
Chris Woods. Ong 4y con bo sung Ryan Giggs va Phil Neville 1am huan luyén vién, dong nghia vai
viéc Rene Meulensteen, Mick Phelan va Eric Steele déng thoi mét viéc. Do 1a lua chon ctia David.
T6i s& rat hai 10ng néu 6ng ay gt lai doi ngil huan luyén nhung t6i ciing khong c6 quyén ngin can ong

ay tai hop v&i nhirng trg 1y than tin cia minh.

Jimmy Lumsden d3 theo chan David tir 1au. T6i biét ong Ay khi con & Glagow, nha 6ng ay chi cach nha
to1 hon mot dam. Jimmy 1a mot nguoi dan 6ng nhé bé, t6t bung va mot cau tha chit luong. That that
vong khi nhitng ngudi tai gidi bi mit viée, tuy nhién, d6 1a mot phin ctia bong d4. Va moi chuyén ciing
duoc xir 1y ém dep. Toi noi voi ba ngudi ho rang toi tiéc nudi ra sao khi khong thé giit ho & lai.
Nhung Mick, ngudi da bén toi sudt 20 nam, khuyén t6i khong c6 gi phai tiéc nudi va cam on toi vi

nhirng khoang tho1 gian tuyét voi trudce kia.

Khi ngdi nhin lai moi thér, t6i khong chi chdm chim tép trung vao vinh quang ma con ca nhitng that bai.
T6i tirng dé thua ba tran Chung két Cap FA, trude Everton, Arsenal va Chelsea, ba tran Chung két Cup
Lién doan trudc Sheffiled Wednesday, Aston Villa va Liverpool, hai tran Chung két Champions
League déu trudc Barcelona. Do ciling 1a mdt phan ctia Manchester United: hdi sinh. T6i ludn tim
niém rang bong da khong chi co chién thing va didu hanh. Khi dé thua Everton & Chung két Cup FA
1995, 6i ty nhii: "Pugc roi, ta sé thay d6i." Va t6i don nhirng cau thi tré 1én, thé hé van duoc biét voi

cai tén Thé hé vang 1992. T6i khong thé kim gitr ho 1au hon nita.

Nhitng lan thua tran v6i Manchester United s& cong hudng voi ban. Ngdi ngdm nghi chan ché rdi van
duy tri duong 16i cii khong phai 1a lua chon cua t6i. Ban s€ b1 anh huéng nang né néu dé thua mot tran
Chung két, dic biét khi ban ¢ 23 ¢t sut va ddi thu ¢ 2, hodc ban thit bai trén chdm phat dén. Suy
nghi dau tién cua toi ludn 1a: "Suy nghi nhanh vé nhitng viéc can lam." Tam tri t61 hudng thiang dén
vigc cai thién hay khoi phyc. Bay 1a mdt tinh cach dac bi¢t giap t61 c6 kha nang tinh toan nhanh trong
nhirng truong hgp ma moi ngudi thuong ngi 1ong nhiéu hon.

Poi khi, that bai lai 13 két qua tot nhat. P6i pho véi khé khin, nghich canh 1 ca mot pham chat. Ngay
khi ¢ trong thoi ky den t61 nhat, ban cling dang thé hién strc manh ctia minh. Mot con nguoi vi dai tirng
no6i: "Chi 1a mdt ngdy qua di trong lich str Manchester United." Chién ddu 1a mot phan cta su hién
dién ctia chiing ta. Néu ban qua yéu 6t v4i nhitng that bai, c6 thé dam bao chung s& con kéo dai. Binh

thuong, United dénh roi 2 diém boi ban g& hoa ctia ddi thu trong ca sut cudi ciing ctia tran ddu nhung



ving dy gianh chién thang sau, bay tran lién tiép sau d6. Py hoan toan khong phai 1a ngau nhién.

Péi v6i nguoi hdm md, c6 ca mot vin hoa di 1am ngay thir Hai nhung dau dc bi xao 1ang bai céc tran
dau cudi tuan. Mot anh chang viét thu cho t6i vao thang Mot ndm 2010: "Ong c6 thé tra lai t6i 41 bang
tién vé ngay Cha nhat? Ong da hira doi bong s& choi hap dan nhung toi chang thiy thé mot chat nao."
Cb dong vién co ddy. Trong dau toi dd ndy ra ¥ tra 10i: "Ban c6 thé ghi ng 41 bang tir tit ca sb 14i rong

thu thap 24 nam qua?"

United gianh chién thang trudc Juventus va Real Madrid ma c6 nguoi doi lai tién chi sau mot chiéu
Chii nhat im dng. Con cau lac bd nao trén thé gidi co thé mang lai nhirng gidy phut "dtng tim" nhu
Manchester United? T6i di tirg canh bao ngudi him md: "Néu ching ta thua 0-1 khi ma tran dau con
20 phut, t6i khuyén cac ban vé nha, hodc khong c6 nguy co s& nam cang trén dudng vao Bénh vién

Hoang gia Manchester."

T6i hy vong khong ai phan d6i khi 61 ndi diéu nay: s& khong c6 bat ky ai can phai tra lai tién vi xem
Manchester United.

<Hét chuong I>

Chwong II: Qué Hwong Scotland

T6n chi ctia gia toc Ferguson ¢ Scotland luén day con chau rang: “Dulcius ex asperis” nghia 1a “Kho
tan cam lai”. D6 chinh 1 chan 1y ma i luén ghi nhé trong sudt sy nghiép 39 ndm quan 1y bong d4 ctia
minh. DU & bét ctr noi ndo, hay thoi diém ndo, tir East Stirlingshire chi trong bon thdng ngan ngii vao
nam 1974 , dén 27 nim dan dat Manchester United. Toi nhin ra rang nghich canh luén 1a mot phan cua
thanh cong. Kho khin cang cam go, chién thing cang vinh quang. Nhitng kho khin khién toi khong
ngirng van dong dé tim ra su thay d6i cho phtt hop vdi hoan canh tir ndm ndy qua nam khac, chi dé duy

tri mot muc tiéu duy nhét rang chiing t6i s& chién thing trudc bat ky doi thi nao.

Nhiéu nim trude, t6i c6 doc mot bai viét vé toi véi dai ¥ rang: "Alex Ferguson da rat thinh cong trong
cudc séng ctia minh mic di dén tir Govan” (mdt hai cang nhd bé & Scotland). Piéu d6 khong hé sai,
nhung chinh nho su khoi dau kho khan tir noi cii nat Ay, da gitp t0i gianh duoc vo van vinh quang
trong thé gidi bong d4 nhirng nim vé sau. Xuat phat diém thdp kém khong phai 1a mot rao can déi voi

su thanh cong. Mot khoi dau kho khan d6i khi lai 13 mot dong luc manh mé gitp ta thém quyét tam,



hon 13 mdt tré ngai can bude ta ti thanh cong. Néu ban mudn biét vé bi mat ctia nhitng ngudi thanh
cong , hily nhin vao cha me cta ho. Hay tim hiéu nhitng gi ho di 1am, xem dau 13 dong luc va ¥ chi dé
gitip ho vuon 1én. R4t nhidu cau thu cua t6i xudt than tir gia dinh thudc ting 16p lao dong, nhung d6
khong phai la mot rao can khién ho chun budec. Nguoc lai, d6 thuong 1a 1y do khién ho tré thanh cau
tht kiét xuét.

Trong sudt quing doi 1am quan 1y bong d4 ctia minh, t6i ty hao khi dugc dan dat rat nhiéu cau tha khac
nhau. Tir nhitng cau tha cta East Stirling véi mitc luong chi 6 bang mdt tun, hay 14 Cristiano Ronaldo
— siéu sao dd dugc ban cho Real Madrid véi gia 80 triéu bang. Tir lic ma cau tha trong doi bong St
Mirren cua to1 chi dugc trd 15 bang mot tudn va phai di kiém viéc lam thém trong mua he vi ho chi
duoc ky hop ddng ban thoi gian cho dén khi két thuc mua giai. Muc luong cao nhit ma mot cau tha
trong do1 Mot cia Aberdeen nhan dugc trong sudt tam nam toi & day chi 1a 200 bang mot tudn. Muc
luong tran ndy duogc ap dung bai Dick Donald, giam ddc ciia cau lac bd. Da c6 su thay d6i 16n lao tir

6 bang mot tudn 18n 6 triéu bang mdt ndm trong hang nghin cu thi t6i din dit xuyén subt bon thap ky.

T6i nhan duoc mot 14 thu dugc giri dén tir mot nguoi dan ong xa la. Ong noi rang trong quing thoi
gian 1959-1960 ong lam viéc tai cang can Govan va dau 4n khién ong nhé nhat 13 hinh anh trong mot
14n 6ng budc vao quan rugu. Ong bat gip mot chang trai tré day nhiét huyét bude vao quan cing voi
mot hdp thu cho quy dinh cong cua cac cong nhan nha may. Cau ta dd c6 mot bai phat biéu day tim
huyét vé van dé dinh cong. Diéu duy nhit 6ng biét vé ciu bé nay 1a anh ta dang choi cho St Johnstone.

Birc thu ctia 6ng két thiic vai mot cau hoi: "Po co phai 1a anh khong, Alex?"

Luac dau, toi khong c6 mot chut hoi (re ndo vé viéc minh di ting budc chan vao con dudng chinh tri.
Nhung rdi t6i méi nhd ra rang, minh da ting di vong quanh cac quan rugu trong khu vuc cang Govan
dé quyén tién cho cudc dinh cong ciia cac cong nhan. Qua thuc, t6i chua bao gior dam nghi d6 13 mot
bai phat biéu tim huyét. Toi nhd minh huénh hoang nhu mot thing ngde sau khi duoc yéu cau phai
chirng minh cho moi nguoi thiy tai sao ho phai b tién ra dé tng ho quy. Tat ca moi ngudi c6 thé da
qué chiéu ¢ cho t6i, khi chiu danh thoi gian dé 1ang nghe mot chang trai tré dang lam hét st trong

cong cudc thuyét phuc nguoi khac qua bai dién thuyét té hai ctia minh.

Quan ruou la noi ma t6i c6 dugc nhitng kinh nghiém dau tién cua cudc doi minh. Y tudng kinh doanh
dau tién ctia t6i 1a sir dung mirc lwong thu nhap khiém t6n ctia minh dé du tu vao nhirng nganh thuong
mai dugc cap phép, bao dam cho trong lai tot dep hon. Quan ruou dau tién cua tdi duge mo ra & ngi

ba dudng Govan va Paisley Road West, noi tip trung chi yéu ctia anh em cong nhan dong tau. Quan



ruou da day toi rat nhi€u nhitng bai hoc trong cudc song, vé con nguodi, vé nhitng udc mo cua ho, vé

nhirng niém tin v& vun trong cudc song.

Tai mot trong nhitng quan rugu ciia t6i, c6 mot quy tén 1a “Wembley Club” noi ma cac khach hang dén
day uéng ruou va dé lai mot chut tién vao quy, trong vong 2 ndm, ho s€ nhan lai mot thm vé dén du
khan truc tiép tran diu gitra Anh va Scotland tai san van dong Wembley. D61 khi t61 trich thém mot
phﬁn lo1 nhuan cua quan dé giap ho ¢6 tron mot tAm vé dén London. Thinh thoang to1 cung di véi ho
dén London dé duoc hoa minh vao khong khi cua tran d4u kinh dién nhét Vuong Qudc Anh. Ciu ban
than nhat cua toi, Billy, cling 1a mdt fan cué)ng nhiét ctia Scotland, mdi khi tran ddu dugc t6 chirc, cau
thuong di vao ngay thir Nam giira tudn va trd vé tin bay ngay sau d6. Mdi chuyén di dai nhu vay giy
ra khong it phién toai cho gia dinh cAu ta.

Vao mdt ngy th Nam, sau tran ddu dién ra tai Wembley vao thtr Bay tudn trudc, t6i dang ¢ nha thi
chuong dién thoai reo 1én. D6 1a Anna — vg cua Billy. “Cathy — cau gitip minh hoi anh Alex xem Billy
nha minh dang & dau dugc khong?” Toi rat tiéc khi khong thé tra 101 cau hdi cia Anna. Co dén 40
khach hang ctia t6i da dén dy khan tran dau vao thtr Bay tuan trude, t6i khong thé biét dugc rang Billy
c6 nhap doan vai ho sau d6 khong nira. Pbi véi nhitng nguoi dan éng ¢ thé hé t6i ngay 4y, dugc gop
mit trong nhitng tran ciu kinh dién d6 1a mot didu vo cung thiéng liéng. Con tinh bang hitu ctia chung

t6i thi cling ndng thim nhu tinh yéu ching t6i danh cho bong da vay.

Quén ruou thtr hai ctia ching t6i nam trén dudng Main Street, ctia quan Bridgeton — quan c6 s6 dan
theo dao Tin lanh 16n nhit Scotland. Mot sang thir Bay trudc khi cude didu hanh Orange Walk (Cudc
didu hanh dé ky niém chién thing ctia Prince William (dao tin lanh) truéc dao quan cua King James 11
(dao cong gido) tai chién trudng Boyne vao ndm 1690 — dé bao vé vi thé ctia dao Tin 1anh trén Vuong
Quéc Anh - nguoi dich) dién ra, Tam, mdt ngudi dua thu da tim gip t6i v&i mot 10i dé nghi: “Alex
ndy, ching t6i muén biét rang vao ngay thir Bay trudc khi 1& diu hanh dién ra, quan ruou ctia ong sé
md ctra lic miy gio? Xe buyt s& khoi hanh vao lac 10 gid sang dé dwa ching 61 xubng Ardrossan —
phia bo Ty ctia Scotland. Tat ca cac quan rugu déu dong loat mo cira, quan cua 6ng ciing nén nhu
vay!” Toi ling tang hoi lai anh ta: Thé theo anh, tdi nén md ctra vao luc nao day” — Tam tra 101 ngay:

“7 g0 thua ong”.

Gitr ding 101 hira, sdng som thir Bay, t61 c6 mdt ¢ quan vao lac 6 gio 15 cung voi bo, em trai cua toi -
Martin, va cau nhan vién pha ché ngudi Y. Ching t61 mudn chuan bi chu ddo hon truédc khi mé cira vi

Tam c6 ndi vo1 t61 rang: ”Ong hdy chuan bi du rugu nhé, mot s6 luong 16n 1a khong thira dau”. To1 mo



ctra lic 7 gid, quan toi da kin chd chi it phut sau d6, hau hét 1a nhitng ngudi s& tham gia vao cude diéu

hanh, xen k& d6 13 miy tay canh sat trim lang, chi chim cht quan sat tinh hinh ma chang néi 161 nao.

Chi trong vong tir 7 gid dén 9 gior 30, 61 dd ban hét bon thung bia c& dai, s6 chai vodka di ban ra gp
d6i ngay thuong. B6 i lac dau ngao ngan vi qua mét. Moi ngudi déu lam viéc rat hang say dé phuc
vu khach hang, ngoai ctra van 1a mot hang dai nguoi dimg doi dé dugce bude chan vao quan. Chi con
bbn thing bia c& dai nita trong him — tdi khéng chic c6 1am thoa méin nhitng vi khiach con dang dimg

do1 ngoai kia khong nira.

Quan 1y mdt quan ruou khong phai 1 cong viéc don gian. Nam 1978, t6i da thuc sy san sang dé chudn
khoi cong viéc nhiéu phién ha nay. Cung luc, phai diéu hanh d6i bong Aberdeen da chiém hét quy thoi
gian ciia toi, vira phai quan 1y quan ruou, tiép xic véi di loai hang nguoi khién t6i qua mét moi. Qua
nhiéu chuyén ap dén voi t6i hang ngdy & quan rugu ma néu cd diéu kién chi van viét lai nhirng cau
chuyén hay ho trong quan rugu ngdy Ay ciing du dé t6i xuit ban thanh mot cudn sach roi. Nhitng tbi thir
Sau, cac thg dong tau vira méi nhan dong luong lién qua quan rugu ciia tdi va “ky giri” gidu. Toi ghi
nhan nhitng “giao dich” ndy vao mot cudén sd. Pém hom do, t6i cam gidc minh giau c6 nhu triéu phu.
Nhung roi sang thir Bay ngay hom sau, chinh nhirng ngudi dan ong d6, kém thém ba vo hung ho thudng

dén doi lai1 tién.

Mot ngudi phu nit tén Nan c6 vé da nghi nhat vé s6 tién lwong ctia dirc lang quan. Toi van nhé mot

ngay cO ta dén va hét vao mat to1: “Ong nghi ching t61 dan don lam a?”
“Sao co?” Toi tra 101 cau gio.
“Ong nghi ching t61 dan don lam a? Quyén s6 dau, to1 muén xem nd.”

“Q, c6 khong thé xem quyén s6 dugc. N6 1a bat kha xAm pham. Nhan vién thué s& kiém tra nd hang

tuan va ong Ay khong thich c6 1am vay dau,” i (mg khau.
Quay qua ngudi chdng, Nan hoi: “Ong ta noi dung khong vay?”
“0, anh chiju,” nguoi chéng tra 101.

Con bdo di qua. Nan ham hyuc bo di nhung van khong quén néi vong lai: “Toi ma thiy tén chong toi



trong day thi dirng hong t6i quay lai quan ruou ndy nita.”

Nhiéu khi t6i tré vé nha sau mot ngdy dai voi cai dau mudn nd tung va doi mit tim bam. D6 chinh 1a
cudc sdng & quan ruou. No rat cdi mo va ciing 12 diéu kién bung nd ctia cac cudc au da, d6i khi ban
phai ra tay can thiép cac bén lién quan, ma thinh thoang con bi ddm trém médt cai vao mit. Nhung dén
hom sau tinh ruou thi lai 6m vai ba ¢ nhau nhu chua timg c6 chuyén gi xay ra hét. Cudc song 1a vay,

nhu mot v& kich véi nhitng dién vién dai tai.

T6i van ludn nhd ngdy mot nguoi dan éng tén Jimmy Wetswater budc vao quan ctia toi, tim ngit va
khong tho ndi. "Chta oi, anh 6n khong vay?". Hoa ra dé tron khoi trai dong tau ra day nham nhi vai
chén, Jimmy d3 tron vao mot thung lua Son Péng, quin lya thit chit quanh ngudi dé khong bi phat
hién.

R61 mot Jimmy khac, 1a nhan vién lau don quan cua t61, mot hom deo ca vat no dén lam viéc. Toi1 hay
ché giéu cau ay: "Ca vat no & Govan ndy u? Chic ciu dua t6i ha?" Thém mot dém thir Sau khac, toi

dén mot quan ban thirc an cho chim dé mua vai tai. O khu vuc do, nha nao cling nudi chim bo cau.
"Loai gi day vay?" t6i héi ngudi ban.

"Thi thirc dn cho chim," ding 13 cAu tra 101 rd rang nhat i tirng dugc nghe.

Con c6 ca Martin Corrigan, anh chang ngudi Ireland 1udn ty hao c6 bat cir thir dd gia dung nao ban
can: bat dia, dao kéo, ti lanh... Mot anh chang khac to61 khong nhd tén budc vao va tuyén bd: "Ai mua
cai 6ng nhom nay khong? Toi chay ti roéi" roi rat ra chiéc 6ng nhom tuyét dep dugce boc bdi gidy tham

dau. "5 Bang," anh ta ra gia.

"Toi s& mua, voi mot diéu kién," toi tra 10i. "5 Bang va cau phai uéng ¢ day. Khong duoc dén quan
Baxter," anh ta 1ap tirc dong ¥ va bo ngay 3 Bang ra udng.

Cathy thudng phat dién khi t6i mang nhitng thir mua dugc vé nha. Toi ting tra 25 bang cho mot chiée
binh hoa Y rat dep ma Cathy thay trong mot cira hang v6i gia thip hon mot nira. Mot ngay, t6i tdu mot

chiéc 40 khoac da banh bao.

"Bao nhiéu tién thé 6ng? Cathy hoi.



"Bay Bang day," toi cudi.

ROi t6i treo nd 1én. Hai tuan sau, t6i dén nha chi Cathy du mot budi tiéc nhé. Léy chiéc 40 khoéc ra
mic, ngam nghia trudc guong, toi gidt manh hai éng tay dé ching vira van hon. Nhung hai éng tay roi

han ra, ¢ trén ban tay toi. Toi dimg d6 vai mot chiée o khoac coc tay.
Cathy cudi 1an trén san con t6i quat: "Toi sé giét thang cha day".

Trén tudng phong dit ban bi-a cta i co treo birc hinh ngudi ban than nhét, Bill. Anh ta kha vung vé,
khong biét ca pha tra. Toi nhd cai ngay dén nha Bill choi, sau bita an, t6i bao anh ay: "Pdt Am nudc
di". Bill di mat khoang 15 phat. Anh ta di chd quai nio ma lau vay? Hoéa ra, Bill con ban goi dién hoi
vo, Anna, réng: "Em pha tra nhu thé nao vay?"

Mot hom khac, Anna dé miéng thit trong 16 nudng con Billy ngdi xem bo phim tén 1a Thép Pia nguc.
Hai tiéng sau, Anna quay vé va phat hién khoi day nha bép.

"Chua o1, anh khong tit bép a? Nhin khoi nay!" Anna thd hén hén.

"Anh tudng 1a khoi tir tivi ra," Billy méu mio. C6 1& anh ay tuong d6 13 hiéu tng tir toa thap dang chiy
kia chang.

Diu vy, ai ciing thich dén nha Billy choi. Moi ngudi khong goi anh 4y 1a Billy ma thuong goi 1a
McKechnie. Hai ciu con trai cta anh 4y, Stephen va Darren, van giit mbi quan hé than thiét voi con

trai t6i. Billy dd khong con nhung t6i van nhd mii nhitng giay phit vui vé bén anh ay.

May min nhit ma t6i c6 duge trong cudc doi ndy d6 1a nhitng ngudi ban. Toi 6 mot nhdém ban chién
hitu thoi nién thiéu: Duncan Peterson, Tommy Hendry, va Jim McMilan ludn sat canh cling t6i. Duncan
1a mdt anh thg han chi cho ICI tai Grangemouth va da nghi huu tir rat sém. Anh éy c6 mot can nha bé
xinh & Clearwater, Florida, con gia dinh anh éy thi cuc thich di du lich. Tommy, anh éy cO mot sb
chirg bénh ¢ tim, di tirng 13 mot k¥ su lanh nghé. Jim ciing vay. Ngudi thir tu ma toi ciing rat than 13
Angus Shaw, dang chim s6c ngudi vo dm yéu. Ca John Grant, ngudi ma t6i cling rat than thiét, da
chuyén t6i Nam Phi vao nim 1960. Vo va con gai ctia anh Ay diéu hanh mdt cira hang ban budn rat
phat dat.



Khi t6i quyét dinh roi khoi doi bong Harmony Row, dd c6 mot khoang cach rat 1on duoc tao nén giita
t61 va nhitng ngudi ban than trong nhom Govans Boys. Ho nghi rang t6i da sai khi roi boé Harmony dé
chuyén t6i Drumchapel Amateurs. Mick McGowan, ngudi diéu hanh Harmony Row, da khong bao gid
no6i chuyén voi toi nita. Anh ay da khong bao gio tha thir cho t6i. Anh dy 14 mdt ngudi vo cliing tim
huyét va lao tim khé t&r vi Harmony Row, anh 4y d4 khong lién lac véi t6i ké tir ngdy toi roi doi. Mic
du c6 nhitng bat ddng nhung t61 va nhitng cau ban trong nhom Govans Boys ctia minh van thinh thoang
di khiéu vii ciing nhau cho t6i khi chiing t6i 19 — 20 tudi va bit dau c6 ban gai.

Roi ching t6i khong danh nhiéu thoi gian cho nhau nita, nhitng mdi quan tim khéc khién chung t6i cang
ngdy cang xa cach nhau. Toi két hon véi Cathy va chuyén vé song tai Simshill. Ban toi ciing 1an lugt
1y vo. Tinh ban ctia chiing t6i cang ngay cang xa cach. Nhirng 1an lién lac v6i nhau ct thua thét dan.
John va Duncan da tung 1a déng doi1 véi toi1 tai do1 Queen’s Park trong giai doan 1958 -1960. La mot
nha quan 1y ban, gin nhu con rét it thoi gian cho nhitng cong viée khac ngoai nhiém vu chinh ctia minh.
Tai St Mirren, t61 ban toi mét t6i mili nhung tinh ban cta t6i thi lai tién trién tot hon. Khoang 2 thang
trudc khi chuyén khoi Aberdeen vao nim 1986, Duncan di goi cho t6i va c6 101 moi t6i ciing Cathy
t&i dyr 18 ky niém 25 nim ngdy cudi cua vo chong cau ay. Khong 101 van ndo c6 thé dién ta dugce tim
trang vui sudng ctia t6i. D6 dung 13 thoi khic mang t6i trd vé tudi tré cua minh, toan bd thanh vién ctia
d6i bong ndm nao déu c6 mit & day. Gia dinh ctia t6i da té tyu dong di ca ddy, luc nay ching toi da 1a
nhitng ngudi dan ong trudng thanh. Con gi tuyét voi hon trong cude doi toi nita, toi s& chuyén dén din

dat Manchester United vao thang t6i, con tinh ban ctia chiing t6i thi tham thiét nhu chua bao gio roi xa.

Khi ban & cai tudi 19 d6i muoi, ban phai lua chon con duong di cho riéng minh, nhung hiy cb gitr
nhitng mbi quan hé than thiét bén minh. Toi ciing khong phai ngoai 1€, t6i khong phan boi ban minh, chi
1a t61 chon con duong di khac vdi cac ban cua minh ma théi. Toé1 diéu hanh hai quan rugu va lam huan

luyén vién cta St Mirren, rdi chuyén dén Aberdeen vio nam 1978.

Nhitng hiéu nhim d3 dugc x6a bo, tinh ban ciia chiing tdi ngay cang khing khit ké ca khi t6i ban ron
v6i hang nai cong viée tai Manchester United. Ho dén nha t6i thuong xuyén & khu Cheshire, cting nhau
an udng va hat ho. Ho 13 nhitng ca si khong hé t6i. Chung t61 wdng rugu va 1an luot thay nhau hat, la ky
nhat 1a mdi 1an dén luot 61 hat. Khi ruou dd ngdm vao ngudi 12 toi khong con biét troi dat 1a gi nita,
t6i tyr nhan thdy giong ctia minh kha giéng v&i Frank Sinatra, va bai ti ctia toi 1a “Moon River” ciing 1a
bai hat noi nhat ctia Frank. Toi phiéu theo giai diéu cua bai hat, nhin nha rat uyén chuyén vy ma khi

mo mét ra thi chi con mdi toi trong can phong tréng tuéch. Cac ban cua t6i da chay bién sang phong



khac tir Iuc nao. “Nay nay may cdu kia, dén nha t61 an uong, ma Itac t61 hat lai sang phong khac ngdi

xem ti vi 1a sao” — t61 phan nan trong vo vong.

“Bon toi khong chiu noi dau, 6ng hét cai thé loai nhac gi ¥ — tiéng tra 1o vong lai kém tiéng cudi
khuc khich. Troi o1, toan nhirng thanh nién da 14y vo ca bén chuc nim ma van con tré con thé nay sao.
Tai sao toi lai ¢t dinh chit vi ho thé nay chir. Ho 16n 1én cung t61, ho & bén canh t61 nhirng Itc kho
khin nhat, ho luén dong vién t6i khong ui bude, chung t6i sdng va tin hudng niém vui chién thing
cung nhau. Nhitng khi t6i that tran, ho lai ciing ngdi bén tdi dé chia sé “Cau da ¢ gang r6i". Khong

phai "Mot tran d4u that té hai!" ddu ma 1a "Cau di cb géng roi".

Nhitng ngudi ban & Aberdeen ciing rat than véi t0i. Diéu t6i hoc duge ¢ Scotland d6 13, cang di vé
phia Béc, con ngudi cang tram ling. Nhirng ngudi ma rat khé co thé két than, nhung mot khi da than
roi thi s& khong bao gid xa cach. Gordon Campbell dén nghi 1& voi gia dinh chung t6i, ludt su cii cta

to1 Les Dalgarno, Alan McRae, George Ramsay, Gordon Hutcheon cling t&1i.

Nhur toi da dé cap bén trén, 1a huan luyén vién truong cta United ban c6 rat nhiéu viéc phai lam, toi
cling chang co thoi gian dé ra ngoai vao toi thir Bay. Bong da chiém hét quy thoi gian cta t6i mat roi.
Ra san vao luc 3 gio chidu va khong thé trd vé nha sém hon 21 gio kém 15 duogc. D6 1 cai gia phai
trd cho su thanh cong: 76,000 ngudi khac cling tré vé nha vao tAm gi0 d6. Mac du ban biu nhu vay,
nhung t6i van phat trién dugc nhitng tinh ban mdi: Ahmet Kurcer — quan 1y ctia khach san Alderley
Edge, hay Sotirios, Mimmo, Marius, Tim, Ron Wood, Peter Done, Pat Murphy va Pete Morgan, Ged
Mason, va khong thé thiéu nhitng tro 1y ctia t6i, nhitng nguoi rat trung thanh/ James Mortimer, Willie
Haughey van dang & qué nha. Martin O’ Connor, Charlie Stillitano thi dang & New York, Eckhard
Krautzun thi & Pirc, ho déu 1a nhitng ngudi ban t6t. Chiang 1an nao chung tdi gap lai nhau ma khong say

quac can cau hét ca.

Trong nhitng nim dau tién ctia minh & Manchester, t6i quen mot nguoi ban rat tot 14 Mel Machin. Ong
ay 12 hudn luyén vién truong ctia City — ngudi da nhan quyét dinh sa thai khong 1au sau khi bi chung toi
danh bai ho véi ty s6 5 — 1. Ly do duoc dua ra 1a vi 6ng ay thuong gitr vé mit khong cam xic. Néu
ludt d6 ma dugc ap dung & United thi chic t6i cling vé vuon sém rdi. Con ca John Lyall — huan luyén
vién ctia West Ham nita chtr, anh ay da gitip d& toi rat nhiéu khi t6i m6i chan wdt chan ro toi day.
Qua thuc, t6i khong biét qua nhiéu vé cac cau thu Anh qudc va ciing chang tin tuéng 1am vao bd phan
trinh sat cau thil cua United. T6i thudng xuyén goi dién cho John va anh 4y s& giri cho t6i thong tin vé

bat ctr cau thil nao ma t61 mudn biét. To1 luon tin vao anh ay va tam sy vo1 anh rat nhiéu. Nhu mot



cach dé noi vé viéc United choi khong tt, anh 4y s& ndi rang “To6i khong thiy Alex Ferguson trong doi

hinh ngay hom nay”.

Jock Wallace, cuu hudn luyén vién khét tiéng ctia Rangers, cling di ting tréu toi thé nay “Toi khong hé
thay Alex Ferguson trong ddi hinh ra san, 1am on hiy mang anh ay tré lai”. Ho rat nhiét tinh khi dua ra
nhirng 161 khuyén cho t6i, tinh ban khing khit ctia chiing t6i dua trén nhitng diéu chan thanh nhat. T6i
goi d6 1a tinh bang hiru. Bobby Robson 13 huin luyén vién cua tuyén Anh, dau tién thi mdi quan hé
gitta ching t6i kha 1a kiéu cach, nhung roi chiing t6i ciing tré nén than thiét hon. Lennie Lawrence ciing

12 mot ngudi ban rat thin cta toi tir ngay 4y cho dén tan bay gid.

Bobby Robson va to1 da tai thiét lap quan h¢ tai tran dAu tri an Eusebio ¢ B Pao Nha khi ong éy
dang dan dat Porto va Sporting Lisbon. Eric Cantona ciing c6 man ra mit mau 4o d6 trong tran ddu
nay. Bobby di dén khach san ctia ching t6i va t6i s& nhd méi hinh anh ma 6ng Ay tim gip Steve Bruce
va xin 18i: “Steve, t0i d c6 15i v6i cau. Pang nhé toi phai cho cau mot co hdi 18n ddi tuyén Anh, toi

muon xin 101 vi di€u d6” — trudc mat tat ca cac cau thu trong doi.

Co rat nhiéu kién thirc ma t6i da thu thap dugc tir nhitng ngay con tré, ¢6 cac bai hoc dugce an vao
trong ma tham chi luc d6 61 con khong biét. Toi duge day vé con ngudi tir rat 1au trude khi 16n nim

quyén & United.

Nhitng nguoi khac khong nhin tran dau hay thé gidi theo cach ctia ban, bai vay, doi khi ban can phai tu
diéu chinh ban than. Davie Campbell 1a mdt hoc tro cua to1 ¢ St Mirren. Cau éy chay nhanh nhu huou
nhung khong bt néi mot con thd. Toi cam thay hirg thi hon v&i cdu ay khi biét duoc bd cdu Ay 12 ai.
"Davie, con choi hay lam, rat tot!" Gid nghi giita gio, b Davie budc vao khen ngoi rdi bién di ngay
lap tirc.

Mot ngay, khi dan dit East Stirling dén Cowdenbeath, toi da khong kiém tra tinh hinh thoi tiét tai day.
San bong cimg nhu da. Bai vay, doi bong phai di mua 12 d6i gidy bong chay. Khi d6, dé cao su van 1a
mdt khai niém la 1Am. East Stirling dé thua 0-3 sau 45 phut dau tién. Khi hiép hai bat dau, toi théy co
ai v vai minh. Quay ra, d6 1a Billy Renton, mot dong doi cii ctia t6i, anh noi: "Alex, toi mudn gidi

thiéu anh vo1 con t61".

To1 trd 101: "Vi chua, Billy, do1 t61 dang thua 0-3 nay".



Ciing ngay hom do, Frank Connor, mot ngudi dan 6ng tinh khi néng nhu Itra da dua ca doi1 hinh du b1
vao san thay nguoi sau khi ching kién mot quyét dinh chdng lai minh. Téi hét: "Quai quy, Frank, ong
dang thang 3-0".

"Pé 1a sy nhuc nhd," Frank tra 10i. VAay ddy, bén canh t6i ludn 1a nhirng niém nhiét huyét nhu thé.

T6i lai nhd lai cau chuyén khac vé Jock Stein (cuu huin luyén vién Doi tuyén Scotland va Celtic -
nguoi dich) va Jimmy Johnstone, mt cau thu xuat sic va mot tay an choi huyén thoai. Mot 1an, Jock
loai Jimmy khoéi d61 hinh thi d4u vi cu ta tir chdi ra san & mot tran dau cup chau Au. "Caula théng
khén nan," Jock néi. Jimmy bo di vé phia dudng ham. Jock dudi theo. Jimmy khéa minh trong phong
thay do.

"Mo cutra ra," Jock hét.

"Khong, 6ng s& danh t6i mat," Jimmy tra 101.

"M& ra," Jock nhic lai. "Tdi canh céo cau."

Jimmy mé cira ra nhung lai nhay um vao bon tim day nudc ndng.

Jock tiép tuc chi dao: "Ra khoi d6 mau".

"Khong t6i khong ra dau," Jimmy tra 15i. Va bén ngoai kia, tran d¢iu van dang tiép tuc.

Quan 1y bong da 1a viéc d6i mit v6i nhitng thir thach khong ngirng nghi. Chu yéu trong d6 1a viéc tim
hiéu vé diém yéu cta con nguoi. Co6 mdt 1an, mdt vai cau tha Scotland di choi khuya vé quyét dinh
nhay 1én mot chiéc thuyén chéo di. Cudi cung Jimmy Johnstone bi roi mit mai chéo va bi thuy triéu
cudn di. Khi tin tic bay vé Celtic Park, Jock Stein kip biétJ immy da dugc doi ctru hd ctru vot. Jock
dua: "Cau ay khong chét dudi luon di a? Ching ta sé& t6 chirc tran ddu tri an, ching ta s& chim soc
Agnes va toc ciing s& con & lai trén dau t61."

Jock rat vui nhon. Khi cung dan dat doi tuyén Scotland, chiing toi di danh bai doi tuyén Anh 1-0 tai

Wembley vao thang Nam nim 1985 r6i bay tdi Reykjavik dé 1am khach ctia Iceland. Pém trudce

chuyén di, ban huan luyén dd mé mdt budi ti€c 16n voi tdm, ca hoi va trirng ca mudi. Big Jock khong



uong ruou nhung to1 van chic 6ng ay mot chén vi chién thang trudc Tam Su.

ROi chung tdi gianh chién thing 1-0 trudc Iceland, nhung man trinh dién ctia doi thi rat t& hai. Sau

tran, Big Jock quay sang t6i va noi: "Thay chwa? Tai cau va rugu cta cau day!"

Ludn ¢6 nhitng con nguoi mubn thach thirc sy kién nhdn cta ban. Khi bit dau, ngay ca ¢ East Stirling,

toi da tranh cai vo1 mot tién dao, con ré cua giam doc cau lac b Bob Shaw.

Jim Meakin thong bao véi t6i ca gia dinh cdu ay sé di nghi mat vao cudi tuan thang Chin. D6 1a truyén

théng ctia nha cau ta.

"Vay y cau la sao?" Toi hoi lai

"To1 s€ khong ra san vao thir Bay nay," Jim tra 1o1.

"0 thé thi t61 bao cdu nay, khong ra san vao thir Bay va ciing khoi vé day luon nhé".

Va cau éy chép nhin & lai. Sau tran ddu thu Bay, Jim m0t minh lai xe dén Blackpool doan tu véi gia
dinh.

R61 t61 nhan dugc mot cudc goi vao thir Hai: "Huan luyén vién, xe cua to1 bi hong réi!" Cau ay nghi
rang to1 ngu ngdc 1lam sao. Nghi nhanh, t61 van lai: "Toi khong nghe tiéng cau ro 1am. Poc so dién
thoai cua cau di, to61 goi lai cho."

Im lang.

"DPung quay lai day nira," t61 cup may.

Sau do, giam ddc Bob Shaw 6 ra rat kho chiu vai toi. Chuyén cur tiép dan hang tuan. Chu tich cau lac
bd danh phai van toi: "Alex, hiy dua Jim tré lai va dé Bob tranh xa toi ra di".

T6i tra 1oi: "Khong, Willie, cau ay két thuc rdi. Ong dinh ndi rang t6i ¢6 thé 1am cong viée clia toi voi
mdt cau thi tw do quyét dinh thich di nghi mat lac nao thi di sao?"



"Toi hiéu diéu d6, nhung 3 tuan vira qua 1a da roi," Willie thuyét phuc.

Tuan sau, Willie theo toi vao toilet tai Forfar, dirng canh to1 va lai rén ri: "Thoi nao, Alex!"

Durng lai mot chut, t61 noi: "Théi duoc roi toi déng v

Va Willie hon t6i. "Ong 1am gi vy, 130 gia ngdc nghéch nay. Ong vira hon t6i trong toilet day".

Théng 10 nim 1974, chuong tiép theo trong sy nghiép ctia t6i da dugc md ra, t6i ti lam viée cho St
Mirren. Ngay lam viéc dau tién, mot birc anh trén t& Paisley Express khién t6i phai chu . T6i nhan ra
rang cau thi doi trudng ctia St Mirren da 1am mot cir chi nhao bang sau lung t6i. Ngay thir Hai cua
tuan ké tiép, toi di goi ciu ta dén va tuyén bo rang: ”Cau s& dugce chuyén nhugng tu do dén bat ky cau
lac bo ndo ma ciu mudn, khong c6 chd cho ciu & day ké tir hdom nay. Cau khong dugc choi cho doi
bong nay nira”.

“Tai sa0?” — cdu ta hing giong.

“Pau tién, 1am cir chi nhao bang véi HLV méi ctia minh cho t6i thiy rang cau khong phai 1a mot cau
thu kinh nghiém hay céu 1 ngudi khong duge gido duc tot. Doi trudng trong ddi bong cua toi phai 1a
nguoi co dao duc t6t. Véi hanh dong cua cau, n6 nhu mot hanh dong cua dura tré dang tap 16n. Cau

phai ro1 khoi day.”

Ban phai tao dugc dau 4n cua riéng ban ngay tir nhitng gidy phut dau tién. Nhu Big Jock d3 néi véi toi

vé viéc quan Iy cau tha: “Khong dugc phép dé dai véi cau tha, bai ho sé phan boi lai niém tin d6."

Tai Aberdeen t61 da qua quen v4i sy gian tra cua cac cau thu. Mo1 1an chirng kién phan trng cua ho, toi

chi mudn cudi v bung.
“T6i w” — hau hét ho déu ngac nhién nhu vay khi bi t6i truy t6.
“Chinh xac” — t6i tra 101

“Oh, khong dau thura ngai, t61 chi di gap anh ban than théi.”



“Vay u, trong ba gio dong hd, va sau d6 1a say bi ty roi khoi quan bar!” Mark McGhee va Joe Harper
da thir to1 nhu vay. Va ca Frank McGarvey, cau thu ctia St Mirren nita. Vao mdt chii nhat nim 1977,
chung t6i da dé thua Motherwell voi ty sd 1-2 ngay tai Fir Parf truéc 15,000 c6 dong vién nha. Toi bi
SFA (Lién doan Béng da Scotland) diéu tra vi phat biéu rang trong tai trong tran dau nay khong du
nang luc.

Tbi cha nhat hom d6, ciu ban than ctia t6i — John Donachie 201 cho t01 va thong bao “Toi khong mudn
noi diéu nay voi cau trude khi tran ddu sang nay dién ra, bai vi toi biét cau s& ndi khiing 1én mét.
Nhung t6i di gip McGarvey say khudt trong quan ruou vao toi thir Sau”. Toi cup may va goi ngay tdi
nha ctia McGarvey. Mg cau ta tra 101 di¢n thoai.

“Frank c6 nha khong thua ba?”

“Da khong, n6 dang & ngoai thua 6ng — c6 diéu gi ti co6 thé gitp ong khong a?”

“Ba c6 thé bao Frank goi ngay cho t61 khi cau ta vé dén nha dugc cht? Téi s€ cho dién cua cau ta, to1

s€ khong di ngu chirng nao dugc noi chuyén voi Frank.”

Dién thoai reo luc 23 gio 45, tiéng chudng khac la, khién t6i biét réng day la cudc goi tir may dién

thoai cong cong chir khong phai tir may gia dinh.

“Pang & nha sao” — t61 hoi

“Da vang” — Frank tra 101

“Sao tiéng chudng nghe la vay”.

“Da, chung t61 dung gb1 cudc dién thoai nhu may cong cong a,” Frank tra 101
C6 thé cdu ta noi dang, nhung t6i van khong tin 1 ciu ta dang & nha.

“Cau da & dau vao toi thir Sau?”

“Da, to61 khong nhd,” anh ta tra 161



“Tbi gitip cAu nhé. Cau da & Waterloo bar trong ca tdi hom d6. Cau chinh thirc bi treo gior tir gidy phut
nay, dirng bao gio trd lai nira. Cau ciing s¢é khong dugc tham gia vao ddi U21 Scotland. Toi sa thai cau
khéi doi bong cua t61, cau s€ khong dugc cham vao trai bong mot 1an ndo trong quang do1 con lai

nita," t01 nd1 va cip may ngay lap tuc.

Budi sang hom sau, me¢ cau ta goi lai cho to61 “Con trai t61 khong hé uong ruou hom dé. Ong da nhin
nham voi ai khdc r61.” To1 trd 101 ba rang “ To1 khong nghi 1a minh sai thua ba. T61 bi€t rang ba me

nio ciing yéu quy con minh vo ngan, nhung ba nén hoi lai con trai minh thi hon.”

D3 dugc 3 tudn ké tir ngay toi treo gid cu ta, tit ca cac cau thu trong doi déu xi xao vé viéc d6. Tran
dau toi day s& 1a mot cude chién khoc 1iét vai Clydebank, qua thuc t6i phai cong nhan Frank 1a mot
cau thu tai nang, t61 da ban voi tro ly Davie Provan: “T61 can cau éy tro lai Davie a, dac biét l1a trong
tran ddu téi day”. Ca doi da di chuyén xudng Paisley mot tuan trude tran dau voi Clydebank. Toi dang
trén duong voi Cathy thi dot nhién Frank tir dau nhay x0 t61, toi chua kip dinh than thi ciu ta di cau
xin t61: “Xin ngai, hay cho t61 thém mdt co hdi nita a”. Oi troi, day la mén qua tuyé€t nhat ma thuong
dé ban ting cho toi ltic nay. Toi da rat dau dau khi phai nghi xem bang cach nio mang dugc ciu ta vé
ma khong phai xudng nude hay té ra van nai. That 13 may man khi t6i chua nghi ra dugc ké sach gi thi
cau ta d xudt hién v6i mot 101 thinh cau. Toi nhin Cathy di trudc va nghiém giong véi Frank: “Toi da
noi rang sy nghiép ctia cdu da chim dat réi”. Tony Fitzpatrick — mot cau thii ctia doi — ngudi da chimg
kién toan bo su viéc, 1én tiéng “Huén luyén vién, hay cho cau ta mot co hdi, to1 tin 1di ciu ta s& biét

cach cu xi.”

“Hay gap t0i vao sang ngdy mai,” toi quat. “Day khong phai thoi diém thich hop,” ti rao budc dé bat
kip Cathy. Piéu tuyét diéu 1a gi, chung t6i danh bai Clydebank véi ty s6 3 — 1 va Frank dong gop mot

cu dup.

V&1 nhitng nguoi tré tudi, ban phai ¢ truyén dat cho ho hiéu trach nhiém ctia ho véi ban than ho quan
trong dén nhuong ndo. Néu ho nang cao duoc kha ning nhan thirc vé ning luc va tai ning cua ban than,

ho c6 thé s& dat dugc thanh cong vang doi trong su nghiép cua minh.

Mot trong nhitng ning luc tot nhat ma t6i c6 duoc ngay khi budc chan vao sy nghiép quan 1y d6 1a kha
niang dua ra quyét dinh. Toi chwa bao gid so hii khi ding trude viéc phai dua ra mot quyét dinh nao

d6, ké tir khi t61 con 13 cau thu tré trién vong trong d6i bong cua trudng. Toi di timg hudng dan vo



cung ti mi cho cac déng doi cua to1: cau phai choi ¢ vi tri nay, con cau chi dugc da ¢ day thoi. Cho
dén mot ngay, khi t6i dang ap dit chién thuat theo toi 1a hop 1y hon cho ddng d6i ctia minh, Willie
Cunningham — vi huin luyén vién dau tién cua t6i, da noi véi toi: “Alex, ciu 1a mot cau tha ngo
nguoc”. Toi gin giong lai v6i huan luyén vién cua minh “Thay c6 chic véi nhirng diéu minh dang néi
khong?”

“Ké ngd nguoc — Chinh 13 cau, Alex” Willie tra 10i.

Céc cau tha khac chi ngdi d6 dé nghe t6i sap xép chién thut va tuong twong toi sé bi trirng tri ra sao
vi sy bit tudn 1énh ndy. DAu sao, diéu d6 mudn ndi ring t6i ludn 1 ngudi ra quyét dinh. Toi khong biét
diéu d6 dén tir dau, nhung ngay tir khi con 14 mot cau bé t6i da c6 thién hudng 1anh dao, ludn mudn 13
nguoi dan dau, va sin sang hing chiu moi moi rac réi ma toi gy ra. B t6i 1a nguoi 1am viée rat cham
chi, ong vo clng théng minh, nhung 6ng khong bao gid tré thanh mdt nha 1anh dao tai ning cua bat ké
hinh thirc ndo. Vi vay toi di khong chon dé tr thanh ban sao hoan hao ctia ong.

Vi ban tinh bao tha va ap dit cia minh, toi 1a mot ngudi cd doc. O tudi 15, t6i choi cho doi bong cuia
truong trung hoc Glasgow. Tdi tré vé nha, sau khi da ghi ban thing quyét dinh danh bai truong
Edinburgh — d6 1a ngay hanh phuc nhét cudc doi toi — dé roi duge nghe bd ké réng mot cau lac b 16n
mudn c6 su phuc vu cua toi. Nhung ciu tra 101 ctia t6i da 1am ong ngac nhién: “Con chi mudn ra ngoai,

con chi muon di xem phim".
“Chuyén gi v61 con vay, Alex,” bo toi hoi.

T6i chi muén chia minh ra thanh nhiéu manh. Toi khong biét tai sao. Cho dén ngay hém day, t6i khong
biét tai sao minh lai lam nhu vay. Nhung du sao thi t6i phai di trén con dudng ciia riéng roi. B t6i da
rat tyr hao va sung sudng khi nghe t6i ndi vay, con me t6i thi vira nhay maa vira khen t6i. Ba noi toi
sung sudng phat dién. Ghi ban quyét dinh danh bai Edinburgh 1a mot diéu gi d6 rat 16n lao. Nhung toi
phai roi khoi day dé duoc di con duong ctia minh.

K¢ tir ngay d6 cho dén thoi diém dan dit Man Utd 12 mot thoi gian rat dai da qua di. Khi toi bat dau
dan dit Manchester United vao nim 1986, Willie McFaul 1a HLV cta Newcastle United. Manchester
City thi c6 Jimmy Frizzell va George Graham chi dao Arsenal. T61 thich George: mot ngudi dan ong
vui tinh, tan tAm v cong viée, mot ngudi ban chi tinh. T61 ¢ mot vai rac rdi v&i Martin Edwards vé

viéc thwong thio hgp ddng, vi toi nghi minh xtng dang duogc nhan nhiéu hon nhitng gi ma Martin dé



nghi. Sir Roland Smith luc d6 1a giam ddc ctia Plc. Mot ngay no, Sir Roland Smith da dé nghi 61,
Martin, va Maurice Watkins — ludt su ctia CLB Man Utd cung dén Isle of Man dé thuong théo lai hop
ddng. Tién luong ma Arsenal tra cho George gip doi tién luong ma Man Utd dé nghi véi toi.

“To1 s€ cho cau muon ban hgp dong cua té1 Alex a,” George noi.
“Ong khong dua day chir!” t61 tra 101 George

T6i dén Isle of Man véi ban hop dong ctia George trén tay. Martin 1a mot vi ch tich diéu hanh dang
kinh. Ong ta 13 mdt ngudi day quyén luc. Van dé & ddy 13, ong ludn tinh toan cuc ky chi ly ting dong
khi 6ng phai bo ra. Ong 4y chi tra cho ban nhitng gi ong iy thiy ban xtrng dang duoc nhan, khong chi

c6 t01 ma bat clr nhan vién nao cling vay.

Khi t6i dwra 6ng Ay xem ban hop dong ctia George véi Arsenal, dng Ay khong tin vao mit minh nita.
“Ong hiy goi ngay cho David Dein ma kiém tra," t6i dé nghi. Ong iy da lam nhu vay, David Dein —
chi tich cta Arsenal da chdi ngay rang ho khong bao gid chi tra mot s6 luong khong 16 nhu vay cho
George. Qua thuc d6 1a mot cau tra 101 hai hudc cua David, khi trén tay Martin 1a ban hop dong gidy
trang muc den voi day du chit ky cua 6ng ta va George. Néu nhu khong c6 sy giup d& cua George, Sir
Roland Smith, va Maurince thi c6 18 t61 da chia tay Old Trafford.

Tinh than chung & day 14, cling nhu trong sudt 39 nim cam quan ctia minh ma toi khuyén ban nén nhd.

Ban phai dung trén d61 chan ctia minh, cho ban than ban — s& ching c6 con duong nao khac.

<Hét Chuong 2>

Chuong III: “Gia1 ngh¢ u? Khong phai bay gio!”

Dém Gidng Sinh nam 2001, t61 thi€p di khi xem tivi ma khong biét rang trong bép, mdt cudc hop gia
dinh bat thudng dang dién ra. Va khong 1au sau d6 tai noi nay - phong khach ctia gia dinh, mot bude
ngodt voi cudc doi to1 da dén. Can phong lich sir nay c6 sy hién di¢n cua t61, Cathy va tat ca cAc con
trai toi.

“Tbdi va cac con da vira thong nhat,” Cathy noi. “Ong mudn giai nghé u? Khong phai bay gio. Thi
nhat, strc khoe cua 6ng van con tét. Thir hai, tdi chua mudn gitr 6ng ¢ nha. Va thi ba, ong con qué tré.”

Sau khi Cathy ‘n6 phat sing’ dau tién, dén lugt cac con toi 1én tiéng: “Bo 1am cam roi, bo o1. Bung



lam vay. B4 con rat nhiéu viéc phai lam. B6 co thé xay dung mot thé hé méi & Manchester United.”
Nhitng cau ndi d6 khién toi phai suy nghi trong nim phut. Va két cuc thi ai ciing doan dugc, i tiép tuc
cong vi¢éc cua minh thém hon 11 nam nira.

C6 nhiéu 1y do khién t6i nghi dén quyét dinh giai nghé nim d6. Mot trong sé ddy dén tir binh ludn cua
Martin Edwards (Chi tich Manchester United tir nim 1980 dén 2002) sau tran chung két Champions
League ndm 1999 & Barcelona. Martin dugc hoi, li¢u té1 s€ dong vai tro nhu nao sau khi khong lam
HLV. Ong ta tra 15i: “Thuc ra, ching toi khong mudn trudng hop ctia Matt Busby xdy ra mdt 1an nita.”
T6i kha that vong voi cau tra 101 nay. S& 1a khap khiéng khi so sanh hai thoi ky v&i nhau. Tai thoi ky
cua t01, ban s€ phai ddi mat véi nhitng rac roi khong dau. Co thé n6 dén tir nguo1 dai dién cua cac cau
tha, chuyén hop ddng, va ca dam truyén thong hau tin. T6i nghi, s6 ngudi mudn tiép tuc tham gia vao
nhirng hoat dong d6 sau khi giai nghé chi dén trén dau ngon tay. Toi ciing vay, t6i khong mubn dinh
dang dén nhitng tran ddu hay su phirc tap cua nhitng chuyén bén 1é.

Vay con diéu gi nita khién toi muén chia tay bong da? D6 chinh 1a cam giac toi dd cham t6i dinh cua
thanh cong sau dém ky di¢u & Barcelona. Trude day, cac doi bong cua to1 thuong khong dat thanh tich
cao & Champions League, nhung t6i van giit trong minh mot niém tin. Va mot khi ban da dugc tham
vong cua do1 minh, ban s& tu héi, li¢u minh con cé thé 1ap lai n6 mot 1an nita. Voi nhirng phat biéu
trén ctia Martin Edwards, ¥ nghi dau tién cta toi 12 “That v& van”. Va tiép theo: “C6 1& minh nén dirng
& tuodi 60.”

Tém tai, ¢6 ba nhan td chinh hién hitu trong tam tri to1: su that vong vé Martin; hoai nghi vé chirc vo
dich chau Au lan th hai; va con s6 60, dirng quén t6i bat dau huan luyén tir nam 32 tudi.

Budc sang tudi 60 tao ra anh hudng manh me 1€n t61. Ban s€ cam théy cudc do1 minh da sang mot
chuong mgi. Khi 50, d6 ciing 1a mot thoi diém quan trong. Ban da séng duoc mot nira thé ky, nhung
lai khéng nghi rang minh da 50. Nhung khi 60, ban s& phai thot 1én rang: “Lay chua, t6i da 60. Toi da
60 tudi roi!”. Ban s& phai duong dau voi nhirng thir thach, vdi nhitng thay d6i. Co thé gid day, toi
khoéng cam nhan ganh ning ctia tudi tac. Nhung khi d6, 60 1a mot rao can tim 1y trong dau to6i. That kho
dé t61 huyén hodc rang minh van con tré. Vi trén thyc té, toi hiéu thé luc, strc khoe ctia minh d khac.
Gianh ngdi vuong chau Au gitip t6i cam thiy gidc mo ctia minh da hoan thanh va khong con gi nudi
tiéc.

Nhitng 101 néi cua Cathy va cac con c6 tac dong manh mé 1én tdi, khién toi nghi t&i kha ning thay do6i
quyét dinh giai nghé. Tuy nhién, trong dau tdi van con mot vai vudng mac.

“Tb6i khong nghi tdi ¢6 thay do6i. Toi da ndi véi CLB roi.”

Cathy néi: “Vay u? Tai sao 6ng khong nghi ho s& thé hién sy kinh trong 6ng, bang cach cho phép ong
d6i y?”

“Bay g10, c06 1€ ho da danh vi1 tri d6 cho nguo1 khac mat ro1,” Toi1 noi.
y : .



“Nhung v6i nhitng thanh tyu 6ng dat dugce - cha 1€ ho khong mudn trao cho ong co hdi thir hai?”” Ba éy
nhan manh.

Ngay tiép theo, toi goi dién cho Maurice Watkins (Giam d6¢c Manchester United thoi bay gio). Khi
nghe ¥ dinh thay doi quyét dinh cua toi, 6ng ta bat cudi. Theo nhur ké hoach, BLD United d3 chuan bj
gip g& tng vién nham ké nhiém t6i tuan sau d6. L& ra, Sven-Goran Eriksson da 1a HLV m&i cua
Manchester United. Nhung, du sao do chi 1a suy doan cua t61, bd1 Maurice chua bao gio xac nhan no.
“Tai1 sao lai 1a Eriksson?” T61 hoi ong ta.

“Anh c6 thé dung, nhung ciing c6 thé da sai,” Maurice tra 1i 1ap lung.

T6i nhd tirng dat cau hoi vai Paul Scholes: “Scholsey, Eriksson c6 gi noi troi?”, nhung cau tra 101 cua
Scholsey ciing khong khién toi thoa mén.

Tiép sau d6, Maurice 1ién lac v&i Roland Smith (Giam ddc cta Plc). Khi nghe quyét dinh ctia cua toi,
Roland ciing khong gidu duoc niém vui ming. “Toi da bao cau réi ma. Quyét dinh d6 that ngdc
nghéch. Chung ta can phai ngdi xuéng va thao ludn chuyén nay.” Piéu dau tién t6i mudn truyén dat toi
ong Ay, chinh 1a ban hgp dong cua toi. Ban hgp dong hién tai s& chi kéo dai téi mua hé nam ké tiép.
Moi thi tuc can phai dién ra that nhanh.

Khi dua ra quyét dinh giai nghé, t6i da ding lai va khong nghi gi toi twong lai. Nhung ngay sau khi d6i
¥, cac ké hoach thay nhau xuat hién trong dau toi. T6i tu nhi: “Chung ta can mot ddi bong méi.” Ning
luong lai tran tré trong toi, nhu nd chua tirng mat di.

Trong nghiép cam quan, doi luc ban s€ cam théy that nhé bé. Ban tu hoi, gia tri cia minh l1a bao nhiéu.
T61 nhd Hugh Mcllvanney, mot nguoi ban cua to1, tham gia san xuét series film tai liéu Arena, ting
thure hién phong su vé bd ba Stein, Shankly va Busby. Theo Hugh, thi so vdi CLB, nhitng HLV nay con
cO tAm quan trong 16n hon rat nhiéu. Nhung theo mot cach nao do, ho budc phai tu ‘thu nhd’ minh, dé
phu hop véi d6i bong. Toi nhé, Jock Stein tirng chia sé vdi t6i vé cac 6ng chii va giam ddc cta CLB:
“Alex, hiy nhé ndy, chung ta khong phai 1 ho. Chiing ta khéng phai 1a ho. Ho diéu hanh doi bong, con
chiing ta chi 1 nhirng nguoi cong nhan ma thoi.” Jock ludn cam thay nhu vay. Noi mot cdch mia mai
hon, thi ching t61 va ho, giéng nhu dia chu va ndng nd, nd 1€ vay.

Nhitng gi ho da 1am vai Jock Stein & Celtic that 16 bich. Ho dé nghi ong 4y tham gia vao cong ty ca
do. Vay déy, ban c¢6 tin dugc khong - 25 danh hiéu cung Celtic va ho dé nghi Jock diéu hanh cong ty
ca d6. Trong khi d6, Bill Shankly chura bao gio duoc moi vao ban diéu hanh cua Liverpool va su o4n
gian dan tich tu trong 6ng. Ong ta thim chi con bat dau tdi xem céc tran dau ctia Manchester United,
hoac cua Tranmere Rovers. Ong éy xut hién & san tap cti The Cliff ctia chung t61 rat nhiéu, va thim
chi & ca Everton.

S& ¢6 lac, du ban CV cua ban tot dén dau di ching nita, ban van c6 thé cam théy bi ton thuong. Pon

cu nhu t01, trong nhirng ndm cu6i cung lam viéc vo1 David Gill, voi b sau hang dau thé gidi. Khong



c6 gi phai phan nan vé mbi quan hé cta ching t6i, nd qua tuyét voi. Nhung ludn c6 mot ndi s hdi vo
hinh trong t6i, ndi s su ¢6 don. C nhitng budi chiéu, t6i & mot minh trong phong lam viéc, va khong
ai, dung vay, khong mot ai dén gd cira, boi ho nghi rang t6i dang ban. Nhiéu ltc, t6i chi mubn tiéng
‘coc coc’ do vang 1én. Toi chi can Mick Phelan hay René Meulensteen dén va héi: “Ong c6 mubén mot
tach tra khong?”. Chi vay 1a di. Va khi cham tdi ngudng ctia su chiu dung, toi danh phai tim kiém ai
d6 dé noéi chuyén. Trong cudc doi huin luyén, ban s€ phai ddi mat voi nhitng truong hgp nhu vay. Ban
can noi chuyén. Nhung ho lai nghi ban ban v&i nhitng cong chuyén quan trong, va tét hon hét 1a khong
lam phién ban.

Nhung nhu d4 noi, trudng hop trén chi dbi khi xay ra. Thue té thi vao khoang 1 gid chiéu, toi lién tuc
phai “tiép khach’. Cac HLV ctia di tré, Ken Ramsden - thu ky cua d6i bong, va tat nhién khong thé
thiéu cac cau thu ctia d6i Mot. Véi tdi, su xuat hién cta cac thi doi Mot co ¥ nghia 16n lao. B&i ho
dén van phong cua t61, nghia 1a ho dat niém tin vao t6i. T6i ludn mudn ho chia sé nhirng khé khan, ké
ca khi ho can mdt ngay nghi ngoi hoan toan, hodc giai quyét van dé hop dong.

Néu mot cau thi mudn mdt ngiy nghi phép, han phai c6 nguyén nhan chinh dang, vi t6i tin cac budi tap
& United 1udn c6 strc hit rat 1on. Toi s& dong ¥ ma khong can nghi ngoi. Toi tin ho. Va lai, néu ban
no1: “Khong, tai sao cau lai mubn vay?” va ho trd 101: “Vi ba t61 da qua do1”, thi khi d6 ban sé gap
rac roi 1on. Néu ho gip phai van dé trong cudc song, t6i ludn san sang gitp ho tim giai phap.

T6i tirng lam viéc voi nhitng cong sy tuyét voi. Trong sb d6, phai ké dén Les Kershaw, Jim Ryan va
Dave Bushell. Toi dua Les vé United tir ndm 1987. Phai thira nhan, d6 1a quyét dinh sang sudt nht.
Bobby Charlton di gidi thiéu Les cho t6i, bdi khi tiép quan United, 61 chua thuc sy hiéu 6 bong da
Anh. Qua thuc, 161 khuyén do6 1a vo gia. Les tung hoat dong & Hoc vién bong da cua Bobby, va da lam
tuyén trach vién cho Crystal Palace. Cau 4y ciing 1a dong nghiép cta George Graham va Terry
Venables. Bobby tin Les s€ yéu thich cong vi¢c & Manchester United. V&i t61, nhu vay 1a du suc
thuyét phuc. Va thuc t chimg minh, cau Ay lam viéc rat nang nd, hiéu qua. Duong nhu cdu 4y khong
bao gior hét chuyén dé noi. Cau dy san sang goi cho tdi vao luc 6:30 toi Chu Nhat hang tuan chi dé cap
nhat thong tin vé cac tai ning tré. Khong it 1an Cathy vi qua sdt ruot ma phai thdt 1én: “Ong van dang
no1 chuyén dién thoai u?”

Bay gi¢, hay noi to1 nhitng tro 1y ctia t61. Thong thuong, HLV va trg 1y HLV 1a mot cdp va luon sat
canh bén nhau. Nhung ¢ United, cau chuyén hoan toan khac. Vi céc trg 1y ctia t6i ludn can mot ban 1y
lich hoan hdo. L€ thudng tinh, ho 1a myc tiéu cua cac CLB khac cho vi tri HLV trudng. To1 ting mat
Archie Knox cho Rangers chi hai tudn trudc tran chung két cup C2 nim 1991. Khong con nhiéu thoi
gian dé chon lua, t6i dd dua Brian Whitehouse dén Rotterdam (noi dién ra tran chung két nim 199 1)
dé san sang cho tran du.

Puong nhién, d6 chi 1a giai phap tam thoi, va toi bat dau tim kiém ‘canh tay phai’ vao mua hé nim do.



Nobby Stiles (HLV ddi tré thoi bay gid, 6ng co cong 16n trong viéc dao tao ra Class of *92) noi: “Tai
sao 6ng khong Iwa chon Brian Kidd?”. Brian hiéu rat rd doi bong va da trién khai mang luéi tim kiém
tai ning tré trong ving Manchester. D6 1a nhitng thanh tich dang né nhat ctia Brian. Va khong do du,
to1 da trao cong viéc cho Brian. Do ludn gitt duoc mdi quan h¢ than thién vo1i cac cau thu, cung nhitng
bai tap hay, nén cau éy hoan thanh kha t6t nhiém vu méi. Brian cling tung dén xem nhirng tran bong &
Serie A va mang vé cho d6i bong nhitng kinh nghiém quy bau.

Khi Brian chuyén ti Blackburn nim 1998, t6i da noi voi cau dy: “T6i hy vong cau hiéu minh dang
lam cai gi.” Khi mdt tro 1y ro1 doi bong, ho 1udn hoi: “Ong nghi nhu nao?”. V&1 Archie, to1 tiéc vi
khéng thé can thiép duoc gi gitta giao kéo cuia Martin Edwards va Rangers. Con Brian, t6i cam thay
ciu Ay khong pht hop véi vi tri HLV trudng. Dirng voi nghi vi t6i khong mudn ciu Ay ra di. Chi can
nhitng gi tt cho cac tro ly nhét, t6i s& thyc hién. Vi du nhu Steve McClaren. Kha nang t6 chire t6t,
manh m& va luén tim kiém ¥ tudng mdi, Steve so hiru rat nhiéu t6 chat cia mot HLV can co. Toi ting
bao cau éy: Diéu dic biét quan trong la cau nén lya chon ky dé tim mot CLB phu hop, mot vi chu tich
pht hop. West Ham va Southampton tirng theo dudi cu ay rét rao riét. Nhung bong nhién, Steve nhin
duoc 101 dé nghi tir Steve Gibson, cha tich Middlesbrough. Toi 14p tirc dua ra 151 khuyén: “Dirng
chan chir, hily nhan nd ngay.” Du tirng mat viéc ¢ day, nhu Bryan Robson van thuong xuyén khen ngoi
Steve Gibson, mdt vi chu tich tré, c6 tam v do1 bong va khong ngai ‘mé két’. Bén canh do, ho con
c6 mot khu tap luyén dang mo udc. “Do 1a noi cau nén lam.” To1 no1 voi Steve.

Con ai nita nhi? Carlos Queiroz. Noi vé cau ay, c6 18 phai dung dén my tir: hoan hao. Mot ngudi ti mi,
nhung ciing rat thong minh. Khi chung tdi dang muén nhiéu hon nhirng cau thi, va cé thé 1a ca HLV dén
tir nam ban cau, Andy Roxburg da gidi thiéu Carlos Queiroz cho t6i. Cau ay tirng dan dat Nam Phi,
vay nén t6i hoi ¥ kién ctia Quinton Fortune.

“Xuit sdc,” Quinton noi.

“Theo cau thi to1 mirc do nao?”

“Bat clir mirc ¢ nao dng mudn,” Quinton tra 101.

“Duoc r6i, vay 1a du,” t6i nghi thim.

Nam 2002, Carlos dén Anh theo 151 moi ctia t6i. Vi nhitng an tugng manh mé, toi khong ngan ngai ma
dé nghi cdu 4y vi tri tro Iy HLV. DU chua gianh bat ctr danh hiéu ndo, nhung t6i nghi cau ay hoan toan
c6 kha ning tré thanh HLV ctia Manchester United, néu cdu ay kién nhin hon.

“T61 mudn n6i chuyén véi 6ng,” Carlos goi cho t6i vao mua hé ndm 2003, khi t6i dang di nghi & phia
nam nude Phap. Lai chuyén quai quy gi nira day? Doi bong nao lai theo dudi cau dy vay? “Téi chi can
no1 chuyén véi 6ng,” cau ta nai ni.

Va cudc hen cua chung t61 dugc an dinh. Cau éy bay sang Nice, con to1 bat taxi tGi sn bay Nice. Tim

mot goc yén tinh & san bay, ching t61 di vao viéc chinh.



“Real Madrid da d¢ nghi t6i 1am HLV trudng,” Carlos noi.

“C6 hai thtr t6i muén ndi véi cau. Thir nhét, that kho dé cau tir chdi né. Thir hai, cau dang roi mot doi
bong hang dau ddy. Co thé cong viéce clia cdu & Real Madrid chi kéo dai trong chua day mot nim.
Nhung tai Man United, cau c6 thé ¢ day ca doi.”

“Tbi biét chir,” Carlos noi. “Nhung t6i thiy day 1a mot thir thach hap dan."

“Carlos, to1 khong thé thuyét phuc cau ¢ lai. Béi néu toi lam vay, va nam té1 Real Madrid vo dich
Champions League, thi cau s€ tu nhi: ‘I€ ra minh nén & d6’. Nhung t61 mudn ciu biét rﬁng, do 1a mot
vi tri cuc ky dédng s¢.”

Va qua thuc, ba thang sau, Carlos da c6 ¥ dinh roi Real Madrid. Tbi tirng bay téi TAy Ban Nha dé gip
ciu y. Thong diép cua toi rat rd rang: cau khong thé bo cudc, hiy tiép tuc duong dau véi kho khin, va
tro lai vo1 t61 vao nam tdi. Mua giai do, toi dé tréng vi tri tro 1y, bdi toi chéc chin Carlos sé trd lai.
Jim Ryan va Mick Phelan, ho déu it nhiéu thé hién nang lyc ctia minh, nhung t61 khong mudn chi dinh
ai trong s6 ho. Toi chd Carlos. Tham chi, t6i tirng phong van Martin Jol. Téi rat 4n tuong voi cdu ay
va thoa thuan d3 gan nhu duoc hoan tat. Nhung mot tuan sau, Carlos goi va thong bao khong thé tiép
tuc cong viéc & Madrid. Cudc goi do thay d6i moi thir. Toi danh ndi véi Martin: “Nghe nay, to1 da tim
dugc cho minh mdt tro 1y méi.”

Nhu da n6i ¢ trén, trg Iy HLV ¢ Manchester United 1a mot vi tri co yéu cau nang lyuc rat cao. ThAm
chi, ho tao nén nén tang cho tran d4u. Khi Carlos 1an tht hai roi doi bong nam 2008, to61 hoan toan
thong cam cho cau ay. B6 Pao Nha dang ndm tron trong tim Carlos. Nhung ciu nhim rdi, Carlos. Cau
c6 dt hau hét yéu cau dé trd thanh nguoi ké vi t6i & Manchester United. Co thé cau ay séng c6 phan
hoi cam tinh, nhung so véi tat ca nhitng tro 1y cua t6i, Carlos 14 nguoi xuat sic nhat, chic chin roi.
Ciu 4y sén sang dén va néi truc tiép voi ban: Toi khong hai 1ong véi diéu ndy, hay diéu kia. Thang
thdn 13 tinh cach ma toi rét thich & cau ay.

Chiing t6i c6 mdt bo khung kha manh trong ndm t6i hity bo ké hoach giai nghé, du khong con Peter
Schmeichel va Denis Irwin. Pung roi, hiy néi tdi Irwin. Ching t6i thuong goi cau ay ‘tam phan mudi’
Denis. Nhanh nhen va cuc ky thong minh, ciu ay s& khong bao gid khién ban thit vong. T6i khong
nham thi ciu éy chura tirng dinh vao mot vu scandal nao. To61 nhé, trong mét tran d4u v4i Arsenal,
Irwin d3 méc 16i va dé Bergkamp ghi ban ¢ nhitng phut cubi cliing. Sau tran, gidi bao chi giat tit: “Co
1€ ban s€ phai that vong v&i Denis,” va to1 1ap tire bao vé cau éy: “DPung vay chir, cau éy da céng hién
cho CLB trong tam hodc chin nim qua ma chwa bao gio mic sai 1am. T6i nghi ching ta hoan toan ¢
thé th 16i cho ciu 4y mot 1an.”

Théch thirc 16n nhat ctia t6i nam & vi tri thi mon. Ké tir thoi diém Schmeichel chuyén téi Sporting
Lisbon nim 1999, t6i bat dau phai loay hoay tim 15i giai cho bai toan ndy. Raimond van der Gouw ¢

thé 14 mot thi mén t6t, rat trung thanh va ludn nd lyc luyén tip, nhung cau dy khong thé 1a sy Iira chon



sb6 1. Mark Bosnich, cau éy khong c6 du su chuyén nghiép. Massimo Taibi, chi sau 4 tran da chinh,
ciu Ay d phai ‘khin goi’ tré lai Italy. Fabien Barthez tig v6 dich World Cup, s& hiru phan xa tuyét
voi, kha ning dung tay diéu luyén. Nhung su tip trung lai 1a mot diéu xa xi voi cau dy. Ma ai cling
biét, su tap trung quan trong dén nhudng ndo & vi tri thu mon.

Tro lai mot chat véi chi dé chinh, United 12 mot phan cua t6i, va toi khong biét moi chuyén sé& ra sao
néu t6i ra di. D6 thuc sy 1a mot sai 1am. T6i hiéu diéu d6 vao khoang thang Mudi ndm 2000. Luc do,
t6i mubén mua giai két thic ngay 1ap tirc. Toi khong thé chiu ndi nira roi. Toi tu trach: “Minh that ngd
ngan. Minh nhac dén né 1am gi co chtr?” Moi thit trén san khong con dién ra theo ¥ mudn ciia toi nita.
T6i bat dau lo lang cho twong lai. Toi s& di dau, toi s& lam gi? To6i hiéu rang thoi gian lam viéc ¢
United di dé lai trong toi nhiéu ky niém.

Mua giai 2001-02 1a mot nim “that bat’ véi ching t6i. Chung t6i két thiic Premier League & vi tri thir
ba, lot dén ban két Champions League trudc khi dé thua Bayer Leverkusen. Va quan trong nhat, chung
to1 khong c6 dugc mot danh hi¢u nao. Vay déy, sau hat-trick danh hi¢u Premier League, chung t61 da
tréng tay.

Muia hé ndm do, ching t6i tich cuc ‘shopping’ hon bao gior hét. Hai bom tan Ruud van Nisterooy va
Juan Sebastan Veron d nd. Bén canh d6 con Laurent Blanc. Nhung t61 lai méc phai mot sai 1am, mot
sai |am ma t6i tirng rat nhiéu 1an thira nhan - ban Jaap Stam. Ly do t6i chiéu md Blanc kha don gian -
t61 can mot cau thi co thé noi chuyén va dinh hudng cho cac cau thu tré. Nira ddu mua giai do thuc su
rat dang nhé. Roy Keane ném bong vao mit Shearer (duwong nhién sau d6 bi truit quyén thi dau) trong
tran thua & Newcastle, va cudc 161 nguoc dong vo tién khoang hau’ voi ty s6 5-3 trude Spurs. Khong
ai co thé quén ngay 29 thang Chin nam 2001 d6 & White Harte Lane.

D6 12 mot ky niém khé phai. Hét hiép mot, ching toi bi doi tdi ba “géo nudce lanh’. Cac cau thy, ho
budc vao phong thay do véi tim 1y sin sang hirng chiu nhitng man ‘sdy toc’ tir t6i. Nhung khong, toi
ngdi xudng va nhe nhang noi: “Nghe niy, t6i s& noi cho cac cau ching ta s& lam gi. Ching ta s& ghi mot
ban thiang trong nhitng phut dau hiép hai, va chd doi moi thir dién ra theo quy ludt ctia nd. Hay nhé
day, ban thing & nhitng phat dau tién.”



Teddy Sheringham khi d6 14 d6i trudng ctia Spurs, da khong quén truyén kinh nghiém cho cac dong
d6i. Toi nhin thdy Teddy ding lai va néi: “Bay gio, ding dé ho c6 ban thing sém.” To6i luén luén nhé
nd nhu in. Chiing t6i ghi ban & ngay phut dau tién.

Néu xem truc tiép, ban c6 thé thiy tinh thin cua hai d6i thay doi mot cach chong mit. Trong 44 phut
con lai ctia tran dau, chung t61 hoan tat cudc 101 nguoc dong voi bon ban théng. Khong thé tin dugc.
N6 con ¢ y nghia nhiéu hon mot tran thing. Trong phong thay d6, cac cau thu 6m dau, va dudng nhu
khong tin vao nhiing gi minh da lam.

Loi canh bao ctia Teddy c6 18 13 minh ching rd rét nhat cho su déng so ciia ching tdi voi nhitng ban
thang dugc ghi vao thoi diém nhay cam. Néu ching toi bi thing ludi trude, thi dong nghia d6 13 mot
161 khiéu chién, va cac d6i thit hily cho don nhitng ‘con thinh nd’. Hau hét cac doi déu phai chiu ap luc
khung khiép. Ho luén dém tirng gidy dé nghe hoi coi két thuc tran du.

O Manchester United, 15 phut cudi tran ludn mang lai cam xuc kho ta. Poi lac, khung thanh nhu bi
‘ma am’, bong khong chiu di vao ludi. Cac hoc trd ctia toi hiéu rang ho phai tim kiém duogc ban thing,
Du d6i luc no khong xay ra, nhung toan doi khéng bao gid mat niém tin. D6 13 mot pham chét tuyét
VOl.

T6i luén luén mao hiém. Ké hoach cua tdi 1a: dirng hoang so cho t&i 15 phut cudi cuing, hiy kién nhin
trudc khi choi “tt tay’.

T6i con nhé, trong mot tran dau Cup vai Wimbledon, Peter Schmeichel dang 16n tham gia tin cong va
chi con duy nhit Denis Irwin & san nha kém John Fashanu. Peter d & trén duoc hai phat. Bong,
Wimbledon c6 bong va ho chuyén ngay cho Fashanu. Tinh hudng cuc ky nguy hiém. Nhung Denis da
can thi€p dung luc, chan bong va lai nhdi nd vao trung 10. Néu ban muén tim kiém sy giai tri trong
nhitng tran dau, thi d6 1a diéu ban cho doi. Schmeichel c¢6 sy lidu linh ky la. Cau ay va Barthez thudng
khong ngai dang cao. Pac biét la Barthez, cau éy hoan toan co thé da cao hon trén sin. Trong tour du
dau tai Thai Lan, ciu ay da nan ni t6i dé duoc choi & hang tin cong, va toi da xiéu long trong hiép hai.
Khong doi bong nao dit chin tdi Old Trafford ma lai nghi rang d6 sé& 1a tran ddu dé dang. Chung toi
khong bao gid nan long. Mot khi dan trudc ching toi voi ty s6 1-0 hay 2-1, thi HLV ctia doi khach déu
hiéu rang ho s& phai chiu ‘cyc hinh’ & 15 phat cudi cing. Ndi so hdi ndy ludn xuat hién. Bang su don
ép 1én t6i dinh diém, chiing t6i lién tuc thir thich hang phong ngu cua ho. Puong nhién, ho biét diéu
d6. Bat ctr sai 1am nao déu s& phai tra gia. Co thé doi luc ban that bai, nhung khi n6 thinh cong, niém
vui sudng con ting 1én gap boi.

Sau hiép mdt v4i Spurs, hy vong gan nhu d3 tit voi ching toi. Nhung nhu t6i tirng ndi & cudi mua giai
do: “Trong con khing hoang, t6t hon hét 1a ban nén giip moi nguo1 binh tinh trd lai.” Hi¢u qua tic thi,
ching t6i ¢ nim ban thang dé gianh tron ba diém, véi hai pha 1ap cong cudi cliing khé dep mat cua

Veron va Beckham.



Tuy nhién, trong khoang thoi gian d6, chiing t6i gip phai van dé nghiém trong & vi tri thi mén. Hoi
thang Mudi, Fabien Barthez méc hai sai 1am ngd ngan. Chung t6i dé thua Bolton 2-1 ngay trén sin
nha, va 3-1 & sin Liverpool. Trong hai tran ddu d6, Barthez déu dim trugt bong. Nhung d6 chua phai
1a nhitng gi t0i té nhat. Mot thang sau, Barthez lai chuyén thang vao chan Henry, va sau d6 1a mot pha
v6 bong hut. Henry ciing Arsenal c¢6 hai ban thing “tir trén troi roi xudng’, con ching t6i dé thua 3-1.
Thang Muoi Hai ndm 2001 khéi dau ciing khong kha kham hon 1a bao. Tiép tuc 12 mot tran thua 3-0
trudc Chelsea & san nha. P6 da 1a tran thua thir ndm ¢ Premier League trong 14 vong dau tién. That
may, d6 1a ddy ctia hinh sin. Chiing t6i dan tré lai va ting toc. Ole Gunnar Solskjaer cling Van
Nistelrooy tr¢ thanh b d6i sat tha (Andy Cole chuyén t6i Blackburn hoi thang Mot nim sau), va
ching t6i viron 18n ngdi dau bang vao dau nim 2002. Trong chién thing 2-1 trudc Blackburn,
Nistelrooy da 1ap ky luc 10 tran lién tiép ghi ban. Pén cubi thang Mot, chung tdi boé cach doi dung sau
bon diem.

Va thang Hai nim 2002, t6i d& dua ra thong bao: Toi van sé tiép tuc.

Khi moi chuyén di rd rang, phong d6 ctia chung toi t6t hon mét cach dang ké. Chung t6i gianh 13 chién
thang trong 15 tran. Trong dau t6i da nghi vé tran chung két Champions League 2002 ¢ Glasgow.
Tham chi, t6i con di khao sat cac khach san & ddy. Toi da rat cd gang, tuy vay khong thé kiém ché noi
¥ nghi s& dan toan doi ra khoi duong ham san Hampden Park. Nhung roi, trong tran ban két lugt vé
v6i Bayer Leverkusen, chiing toi ba 1an bj pha bong trén vach voi, dé rdi cudi cling chip nhan dirng
cudc choi bdi luat ban théng san khach.

Nhung it nhat, cong viéc cua toi van tiép tuc. Trong dém giao thira - ngiy sinh nhat ciia toi, toan bo gia
dinh t6i d4 t6i khach san Alderley Edge. Day 1a 1an dau tién ching t6i duoc doan tu cung nhau. Mark
thudng xuyén & London, nhung van c6 mit & khich san cung Darren, Jason va Cathy.

Khi cac cau tha hay tin toi dimg ké hoach giai nghé, t6i di san sang cho nhitng 10i tréu choc. Toi biét,
v6i tam quan trong ctia thong bao nay, nhiing cai dau tinh quai cta cac hoc tro sé lai co dip phat huy
tac dung.

Ryan Giggs 1 ‘ké cam dau’ trong s6 d6: “O khong, 61 khong thé tin duoc. Toi vira méi gia han hop
déng ma.”

<Hét Chuong 3>

Chwong IV: Mot Khéi Pau Hoan Toan Méi

Khi mua giai 2002 bat dau, toi cam thay co thé minh cing tran mot loai nhyra sng bét tan. Cir nhur thé t6i méi bt dau cong viée nay
ngay hom nay thoi. Nhitng d6n doan, nghi ngai hay bat cir y tuong gi cua viée giai nghé déu da dep di hét; toi hoan toan sin sang budc
ra ngoai kia va xay dung lai di bong cuia minh sau lan dau tre"lng tay ké tir 1998. Cam giac vé mdt cude dai cach mang lam t6i cam thﬁy

phan chin hét xay. T6i biét, minh can mot nén tang viing chic dé kién thiét mot d6i quan vo dich méi.



1995-2001 c6 thé coi la giai doan vang son ctia Manchester United, khi trong khoang thoi gian nay, chung t6i dang quang Premier
League t6i 5 1an va vo dich Champions League 1 1an. Vao thoi ky dau cta ky nguyén 6 nim nay, toi ¢a quyét dinh don toan bd cac cau
thu “homegrown” (cau thu trudng thanh tai 16 dao tao tré ciia CLB) 1én d6i hinh chinh. David Beckham, Gary Neville va Paul Scholes
bat dau trd thanh nhiing cai tén quen thudc véi ngudi ham mg. Con nhd, vao nam d9, khi chung t61 dé thua Aston Villa, Alan Hansen da
mia mai trén truyén hinh: “Lam sao ma v6 dich dugc v6i nhitng dira tré kia chi?”

Sau ba 1an lién ding quang tai Premier League, chung t6i pham mot sai lim khung khiép khi dé Jaap Stam ra di. Téi ctr cho ring 16,5
triéu bang 1a mot ci gia hap din, nhat 1d cho mot cau thu sap trugt dai trén sudn dc su nghiép vi chin thwong. Nhung khong ngd d6 lai
1a mot quyét dinh ngu ngde ciia toi. Gio, t6i da co co hdi dé tiét 16 cho cac ban biét birc man bi an vé nhiing 16i don dai rang t6i da tong
Jaap di chi vi cudn tu truyén day tranh cdi cta cdu ay. Toi da yéu cau cau ay thu hdi quyén sach ngay lap tic. Con nh, trong d6 ¢o
mot thong tin d3 céo budc chung t6i tiép can Jaap truc tiép ma khong chd su ddng ¥ tir PSV.

“Cau da nghi cai quai gi vay?” T6i nhimg mudn gao 1én. Nhung that ra didu d6 khong hé tac dong téi quyét dinh ciia toi. Khong lau sau
do, t61 nhan dugc mot 101 dam hoi tir phia Roma. 12 tri€u bang cho Jaap, that nuc cudi. Tiép do, Lazio cling gui t61i mot 1o dé nghi. To6i
lung lay khi ho d& xuAt cai gia 16,5 triéu bang sau thodi gian thuong lwong. Lac do, Jaap dd 30 tudi, va tham chi ching t6i ciing ching biét
cau ay c6 lay lai duoc phong d6 von c6 sau khi binh phuc chén thuong hay khong. Thé 1d moi chuyén toi t& bat dau. That thé tham khi
toi dé céap dén van @& véi cau ta & mot tram xang — ban biét déy, Jaap 1a mot cau thu trung thanh, lu6n mudn céng hién cho cau lac bd
va dugc ca cb dong vién hét muc yéu quy. D6 1a mot khoang khic ma toi khong bao gid quén. Hai ngay trude han cubi, toi van tri hodn
su that. Sau d6 t6i goi dién cho cau 4y, lic nay dang trén dudng vé nha. Rat nhanh, chong t6i quyét dinh gip nhau & tram xing ven
duong, Cau chuyén tiép theo c6 & khong can phai ké tiép.

Tbi biét minh s& c6 duge Laurent Blanc ma khong mat t6i mot xu. Ban than t6i luén 13 mot fan hAm mo ctia Laurent Blanc, va [ ra toi
da phai vo [y c4u ta nhiéu ndm vé trude. Cau Ay c6 sy diém dam va ki ning xoac bong tuyét hio. Kinh nghiém cta Blanc s& giup John
0’Shea va Wes Brown trudng thanh rat nhidu. Nhung du sao, toi ciing dd pham mét sai lim dang tiéc khi dé Jaap ra di. Mai tdi ndm 36
tudi, Jaap méi giai nghé. Cau Ay tham chi con ddi dau voi Manchester United trong tran ban két Champions League nim d6.

Trong ké hoach xay dung d6i bong ciia t6i, vi tri trung vé ludén nhin duoc sy quan tAm dic biét. Rio Ferdinand 13 mét hop ddng bom tin
vao hé 2002 — ndim ma I8 ra chiing t6i phai dugc gop mit trong tran Chung két Champions League ngay tai qué nha Glasgow. Dbi v6i
t6i, dugc choi trén manh dat qué huong, véi ddi thi 1d Real Madrid that sy 1d mot diéu dic biét. Chinh tai noi ddy, t6i da ching kién tran
Chung két cup chau Au dau tién trong cudc doi, khi Real danh bai Eintracht Frankfurt voi ti sb 7-3. Ngay do, toi con 1a mot cau hoc
sinh nhung d3 dwogc choi cho Queen’s Park. Vi vy t6i duoc quyén lén vao xem tran ddu nay. Toiroi san khi trin ddu con 3 phat nira [a
két thuc dé bét xe bus vi toi s& phai bat dau lAm viéc vao sang mai. Puong nhién, toi d3 bo 15 phan trao giai va & ding quang - nhing
khoanh khic vo cung dac biét. Real da dn mung cuc ky nao nhiét, ho hat ho va nhay mua khép cong vién. Sang hom sau, khi doc bao,

t0i da nhin chong choc vao buc anh va vang tuc: “Bo t0 su, 106 mat phan hay ho r6i!”

Hampden Park c6 sirc chira khoang 128.000 nguoi. Dé tranh nhimg cudc hanh hwong dong dao boi cac tran dau on, ching toi phai di
chuyén ca ngan dam: chay nudc rit tir Hampden vé ga cudi, va bét xe bus & ddy. Ca doan ngudi xép hang dai vai dim. Toi nhic lai, vai
dam. Nhiing tai xé xe tai sé chép nhan cho ban di nhd; ban phai tra ho 6 xu, sau do ngéi thanh mot déng trén thung xe. Co6 nhiing con
duong khac. Nhung c6 mot didu khong bao gid quén duge khi 6 mit & Hampden trong tran Chung két Champions League 2002, trin
d4u ma Real Madrid d3 gianh chién thing chung cudc va bién noi ndy thanh mot noi vo cting thiéng liéng.

Mot sy kién dang nhé 1a nim nay, Carlos Queiroz trd thanh trg 1y cta toi. Arsenal vo dich mua giai qua, Roy Keane thi gap van dé ¢
World Cup, 15 rang la c6 ca dong thir ngdp tran trong dau t6i, thic giuc i phai tiép tuc 16n duong. Khi Roy bi tong khéi san vi pha 1on
x0n v&i Jason McAteer cia Sunderland, toi lap tirc dé cau ta tién hanh phau thuat hong — va nhur thé ¢ nghia 1a Roy s& vang mit trong
4 thang t6i. Gan nhu tirc thi sau d6, ching t6i danh mat phong do khi dé thua lién tiép hai tran trudc Bolton va Leeds. Két thiic 6 vong
d4u dau tién, ching t6i chi gianh duge 2 chién thing va dtmg thir 9 trén BXH. Thu that, lic d6 toi da choi mot canh bac v6i van ménh
khi dé rAt nhiéu cAu tha tién hanh phau thuat véi hy vong khi trd lai, ho s& kién toan cau lac bo trong giai doan hai cia mua gii.



Tuy nhién, thang Chin ndm 2002, cac miii dui dong loat huéng vé phia toi. TAt nhién, mot trong nhiing dic diém ciia nghé HLV i khi
ban lam khong tdt, du luan s& cong kich ban lién tuc. Ma hon nita, ban thin t6i chwa bao gio hoa hop va chic chin la ching trong mong
gi duoc sy giup d& cua gidi truyén thong — ban biét day, t6i luon tir chdi ting cho ho co hoi théu dét nhitng ciu chuyén nghé nghiép hay
tham chi, chu ¥ dén card visit ctia ho. C6 mdt ngoai 1¢ nho thdi, 1A Bob Cass. Nhung ma thoi, du sao thi ciing dé hiéu khi cha ¢6 i do gi
dé gioi truyén thong cam thdy yéu mén toi, giip d t6i vugt qua nhitng thoi khic kho khan. Vai HLV ¢6 k¥ ning tng xir rat tot véi cong
chang — ok thoi; ¢6 thé ho s& nhan dugc nhiéu sy kién nhdn hon. Nhung khong phai mdi mai, vi két qua thi luon phoi bay su thuc vé cai
may chém dang lo limg trén dau ban (¥ n6i phan tng tich cuc hay tiéu cuc tir cong chiing - nguoi dich).

Ngay tir nhitng ngay dau tién xuat hién, truyén thong da tao ra strc ép. Mdi khi toi lam diéu gi d6 sai lam, t6i lai nhin thiy dau dé vot
qua nhitng dong chit: “Hét thoi gian rdi d6 Fergie, mau cut di.”” Cii k§ va nham chan. Cudi va ngdi xom 1én ching, tit nhién roi; su kich
dong 13 ban ning ctia moi loai, nhung ban khong dugc dé ban than ndi gidn vi cai dong cta no nay. Qua bao nhiéu thing ngay, ciing co
nhiéu nhitng bai viét ca ngoi t6i boi nhitng thanh cong dat duoc, boi vi don gian Ia ho khong thé khong viét ching. Nhung hiy nhé lay
1671 t6i, trude khi dugc thira nhan 13 thién tai, ban rat c6 thé da bi coi ld mot thang ngu.

Sir Matt Busby timng noi: “Tai sao lai doc bao khi ma két qua minh dat dwgc khong dugc t6t nhi? Toi ching bao giv lam diéu d6 ca.”
Nhung 6ng 4y khong song trong mét thoi ky ma stic ép luon thuong truc timg ngd ngach nhu bay gid. Matt c6 thé phdt 16 va cha can
ném ldy mot ci nhin t&i ching —du 1 10i tin tung hay su ché trach ciing vay.

Du 14 khi thinh cong hay khé khan, luyén tap chim chi vin i mét trong nhitng tiéu chi bat bién ¢ Old Trafford. Lam viéc, tap trung va
duy tri dang cip Ia nhitng thir chiing t6i khong bao gid lo 1d. Tt nhién, lao dong hing say vin may s& tGi. Ban nén biét, mot cau thu
United s€ c6 suy nghi tiéu cuc néu lién tuc thi ddu bét bat. Hoan toan thong cam dugc. Tham chi, nhiing cau tha gioi nhit cting d6i khi
d4nh mit su tir tin - tin ndi khong, ngay ca Cantona ciing tirng d6i lic nghi hodic vao ning lyc ban than. Nhung cha sao ca, mién i
nhirng 1& 16i co ban trén sin tap van duge bao toan, cac cau thi ¢ thé tim duge sy giup d& & moi noi trong doi bong nay.

David Beckham I3 hoc tro duy nhat ciia toi chua bao gio quan tAm hay thira nhan nhiing 16i Am ¢4 nhan. C6 thé cdu 4y di choi toi, phai
noi Ia t6i khung khiép, nhung van khing khing la minh di choi tét. Cau Ay d4 ving sy that, quing nhiing 151 ndi ctia ban va sot rac, va
hét 1én: “Ong sai roi!”. Phai thira nhan réng Beckham c6 mét sy tu tin, hay ding hon Ia ty v¢, khong thé tin ndi. C6 thé 1a do tac dong
boi nhitng ngudi xung quanh — toi chiju. Nhung trong suy nghi c4 nhin cta minh, ciu 4y chua timg c6 mot trin dau ndo thi dau dudi sirc
va chic chin la chang mic sai lim bao gio.

Thét ra, d6 1a mot diéu dang ngudng mo - c6 thé tao nén hiéu qua tuyét voi trong mot sé tinh hudng. Khdng quan trong cdu ay di mic
phai bao nhiéu sai lam (dudi cap mat danh gia cta toi, hién nhién réi), cdu Ay van him hod chién dau. Beckham chua bao gid danh mat
su tu tin cua minh. N6i cach khac, diéu nay la rat can thiét v&i cac cau tha va huan luyén vién. Sy quan tam thai qua, bat ké 1a tir cong
chung, stre ép hay cac c6 dong vién, ddm xuyén qua nhimng 16p gidp gidy bao boc ban than.

Pinh diém cta sy t6i té 1a trn derby vao thang Mudi mdt, khi ching t61 bi Man City danh bai 3-1. Tran dau do Gary Neville da mic
phai mét sai Jam kinh khing. Sau tran dAu, t6i dat diu hoi vé tinh than thi diu cta cac cau thu — diéu ma toi thang hodc Am [Am moi
lam. Khong khi trong phong thay d6i luén ludn tdi t& khi ban dé thua trong mét tran derby. Trudce tran du, Keith Pinner, mot tén ban
than cua to1, déng thoi la mdt CDV nhiét thanh cua Man City, da hdi to1: “Nay ong ban, sau tran d4u lam vai xi chu?”

Cam théy tha vi vi sy tro trao nay, toi trd 101 luon: “Néu bén day théng.”

Thé r6i Man Utd thua 3-1. Téi dang & trén xe bus thi dién thoai rung. Pinner, chinh hén chtr con dira nao nira.

“Nay, ong dau roi? Ong khong dén 4?” Han gidu cot.



“Cut!” Toindi, hodc gam Ién. “Pimg bao gio' dé tao thdy mit may nira!”
“H6 ho, dd thua cudc!” Pinner cudi nhu bd dé em bé. Thé rdi sau d6 toi ciing di udng.
Cudi mua giai, Gary Neville binh ludn: “Day 1a budc ngodt ddy thay. Toi nghi la cac c¢d dong vién bat dau phan di roi.”

Thinh thoang cic hun luyén vién phai thanh that v&i cd dong vién. Ho khong phai 14 i ngu dét. Trude cong ching, mién 14 ban khong
chi tay diém mit ca nhan nao d6, ban co thé phé binh ca d6i bong ciing chang sao. Huin luyén vién, cdu thi va cdc nhan vién, ching toi
cuing phai chiu dung nhig 10i chi trich cting nhau. Chi can thé hién dang cach, sy phé phan s& 14 tranh nhiém chung.

Duéi ap luc cua nhimg két qua toi, chiing t6i budc phai thay ddi phong cach thi ddu. Thay vi tip trung vao kiém soat bong, chung t6i
dua bong 1én phia trén nhi¢u hon, nhanh hon, Véi sy hién dién ctia Roy Keane, giir bong cha bao gio 1 vin dé ca. Ngay tir nhitng phut
dau cau ta téi cau lac b, t6i dd nhan xét: “Cai théng nay khong bao gio chiu mAt bong dau.” Gilt bong ludn 1a mot ton chi & Man Utd.
Nhung néu chi giir bong ma khong tim dugc khung thanh d6i phuong thi ding [a virt. Va d6 1a vin dé cta ching t6i khi khong sao giai
quyét duge khau cudi cung. Vi mot mau tién dao nhur Van Nistelrooy, chiing t6i can phai hd trg cau ay cang nhanh cang t6t. Bong dai,
néu n6i don gian 1a thé. Tir hau vé ti hai canh. D6 chinh 1a sy thay ddi ctia chung toi.

Chuang t61 da thi dé Die go Forlan & ngoai va xép Veron, Scholes va Keane ¢ hang tién vé. Verén duoc choi tu do, Scholes thi duoc
phép xam nhap vao vong cAm dia. Beckham va Giggs, nhu thuong I¢, choi rdng ¢ hai bén canh. Sao, cac ban tha?'ly thé nao, ching t6i co
mot d6i hinh hoan hao phai khong? Nhing “khau phio” ctia ching t6i luon luon cé sirc tan pha kinh khing. Van Nistelrooy thuong
xuyén “giét” cac thu mon. Beckham déng gop khong dudi chuc ban mét mua. Scholes ciing vay, tham chi con hon.

Phil Neville ciing ld mot Iwra chon rat 6n cho vi tri tién vé trung tim. Phil qua ngiu, that vdy. Cau 4y va Nicky Butt 13 than tin cua toi. Tat
ca nhimg gi ho mudn chi 14 dugc choi trong mau a0 Manchester United. Ho ching bao gio mudn roi khoi CLB. Li do duy nhat ban dé
nhitng chang trai tuyét voi thé nay ra di1a vi ban biét ban dang lam hai sy nghiép ctia ho thay vi gitip d& ho khi phai dé ho mai diing
quﬁn trén ghé du bi.

Phil va Nicky c6 mot 1ong trung thanh sit son, nhung ho ciing bi gidng x¢é dir doi khi co hdi ra san khong nhidu. That kho khin véi bat cir
ai. Phil dong mét vai trd quan trong khi chiing t6i can sy on dinh. Cau ay duogc trui rén trong ky luat sit thép va thim nhuan diéu do.
Cau dy 12 miu cau thi ma khi ban yéu cau: “Phil, Ién dinh nti, sau d6 xudng ddy va dén céi cdy nay xudng cho t6i.”” Cau Ay sé& tra 1oi:
“Vang thua sép. Cai cua & dau a?”

T6i rat thich nhitng cau tht nhu thé. Phil c6 thé 1am moi thir cho d6i bong, va cau 4y chi nghi vé doi bong ma t6i. Tham chi, ké ca cau
éy chi dong mét vai tro rat rat nho thoi trong thanh cong cua cau lac bg, cau éy cling s€ vui nhu minh 1a nhéan vat chinh vay. Cudi mua
giai, Gary da gip truc tiép t6iva chit van t6i vé sy han ché trong nhimg dong gop gan day cua Phil.

“T6i khong biét phai lam thé nao cho tdt, cau ay 1a mot chang trai tuyét voi,” Toi phin tran v6i Gary. “D6 Ia van dé day sép,” Gary tra
16i. “Cau 4y khong mudn téi day gip sép,” Ban co thé thay Phil khong bao gio c6 duoc sy truc tiép kién quyét nhu ngudi anh. Vi vay
t61 moi Phil t6i nha noi chuyén. Phil dua ca Julie di theo (Juliel 1 hon thé cuia Phil Neville). Lac dau, t6i khéng nhin thdy c6 dy. Roi sau
d6, t6i noi voi Cathy: “Cathy, dua c6 bé Ay vao day di.”” Nhung khi Cathy budc t6i, Julie dot nhién bat khoc. “Chung t6i khong mudn roi
Man United,” ¢6 dy nac 1én. “Chiing t6i muén & lai noi nay.”

Cathy liy cho Julie mét tach tra, nhung c6 iy kién quyét khong vao nha. Toi nghi Julie tin ring néu ¢6 4y c6 mit & d6, Phil s& cam thy
xau hd va nhuc nha.

Nhung khong, t6i phai noi rd vdi Phil, viée t61 dang 1am véi cau ?iy day s€ mang lai cho cau éy nhiéu loi ich hon 1a dé cau éy & lai CLB.
Phil tin dong. Cau 4y thira nhan minh phai ra di. Vi vay, toi ¢é Phil ty minh giai thich v&i Julie vé tinh canh hién tai.



Khi bong dang ho khuat xa, Cathy méi ling 1& hoi: “Ong s& giit cau ay lai chir? Khong thé dé mét nhitng nguoi nhu thé dugc.”

“Cathy,” t6i budn ba giai thich. “Diéu nay hoan toan 14 vi lgi ich ctia cau dy. Ba khong hiéu sao? Quyét dinh nay lam t6i dau don gap
tram lan ban than Phil.”

To6idé Phil ra di v6i gia 3,6 triéu bang. Qué ré. Cau ay dang gid it nhit [a gip d6i, vi Phil c6 thé choi & nim vi tri khac nhau, gdm hau vé
canh va bt cir chd ndo trén hang tién vé. Nam vi tri d6! Tham chi ciu éy con thi ddu dugce ca & vai tro trung v¢ khi Phil Jagielka va
Joseph Yobo chan thuong.

Phai dé Nicky Butt ra di ciing ld mot ndi budn twong tw, mic du Nicky con khong doi héi duge duy tri thoi hrgng ra san. Nicky 13 mot
gi thu vi nhung hoi x4c lio. Chang trai ctia Gorton. Vo cting hay ho. Nick sin sang chién dau bt ¢ ic nao, vo cuing thang thin. Cau

ay san sang t&i va noi: “Tai sao toi khong dugce ra san vay?”

Nicky Ia nhu thé. T6i rat khoai cdu ta. Téi cling vui 1ong tra 1oi: “Nicky, cau s& ngdi ngoai, vi Scholes va Keane gioi hon ciu.” Thinh
thoang, t6i c6 khuynh huéng str dung Nicky thay vi Scholes. Chang han nhu trong tran ban két Champions League véi Juventus, toi da
trao co hoi cho Nick. Thét ra, li do la vi Scholes cuing Keane 1a cdp d6i hoan hao nhit cua toi, vi vay t61 khong thé mao hiém khién ca
hai ciing vang mit trong trin Chung két dugc. Nhung cha hiéu sao cubi ciing thi tinh todn ciia t6i v& tan hét. Nick bi chan thuong, va
Scholes vao san. Thé vang. Khong biét néi gi hon. Vé sau, t6i ban Nicky cho Newcastle v6i gia 2 triéu bang. Ciing duoc diy chir.

Moi chuyén tré nén tich cuc hon vao cudi thang Mu6i mot nam 2002 sau khi ching t61 danh bai Newcastle voi ti $b 5-3. Diego Forlan,
nguodi da mat t&i 27 tran dé co duoc ban théng dau tién — tir chAm phat dén trong tran gap Maccabi Haifa - 13 hat nhan chinh trong
chién thing 2-1 trudc Liverpool. Cau 4y di c6 ban thing tir sai lim cua Jamie Carragher. Sau d6, chung t6i tiép tuc danh bai Arsenal 2-
0 va Chelsea 2-1 — mdt Ian nita, lai nhd cong ciia with Forlan. Muia dong nam 4y, chiing t6i luyén tap cat luc dé gia c¢b hang thi mong
manh cta minh.

Thang Hai nim 2003, chung t6i dé thua Arsenal 0-2 & vong 5 ctp FA. Trong tran dau d6, Giggs dd c6 mot pha bo 15 dé doi khi ddi mat
voi gon trong nhung lai dwa bong vot xa. Sau tran dau, toi néi voi Giggs: “Céu timg ghi ban thing ngoan muc nhét trong lich st FA Cup,
va gid cau tiép tuc dién tén minh vao danh sach nhitng pha bo 1& ngu ngdc nhét giai diu nay.” Tinh hudng d6, Giggs hoan toan du thoi
gian d¢é xu 1, tham chi cau dy c6 thé di bo ma day bong vao ludi.

Tran d4u d6 khién toi bung phat mot con cudng nd khing khiép, va truc tiép anh huong t6i méi quan hé giita toi va “thé hé vang 92”.
Nhing vét thwong khong thé han gin. T6i tham chi di d4 ving mot chiéc gidy vao mit David Beckham va gdy ra mot vét seo & chan

may cau ay.

Sau khi dé thua Liverpool trong tran Chung két Carling Cup, chting i lai phai d6i mat véi mot ddi thi simg so6 nira. Vao thoi diém toi
giai ngh¢, Leeds United chi con 1a &m hudng ctia qua khir, nhung vao nam 2003, ho 1a mét trong nhitng ké thach thirc dang so - mac du
sau d6 ching t6i da gianh chién thang véi ti s6 2-1. Toi co 18 nén dé cap mot chut toi Leeds, d6i thii luon goi t6i nhimg con dau dau
manh liét.

Khi t6i m&i ndm quyén & Manchester United, toi chi biét vé tran derby véi Man City, cting voi d6 1a hai ddi thu khac téi tir Merseyside,
Everton and Liverpool. Con vé mdi thim thu giita United va Leeds a? Toi cha biét quai gi. O giai hang Nhat cil, toi va Archie Knox c6
t1 ¢6 vii Crystal Palace danh bai Leeds.

Hét hiép Mot, ti s6 a 0-0. Hiép Hai thi Leeds gin nhu ap dao toan bo. 20 phut dau tién, Leeds bi tir chdi mot qua penalty va dam dong
nhu phat 6 lén vi diéu d6. Mot gi CDV Leeds gao vao mit toi: “Cai thing *** Manc nay!”



“Cai quai gi diy Archie?” T6i hoi.
“Chiu thoi,” Archie tra 10i.

T6i dua mat tim kiém nguoi quan Iy. Phong giam déc bé xiu va cac cd dong vién thi viy quanh ban khip moi noi. Crystal Palace viing
1én va ghi dugc ban thang. D6 Ia lic dam dong that sy mat kiém soat. Archie thuc giuc t6ira vé nhung t6i khang khing doi ¢ lai.
Palace lai ghi ban, va t6i thy lung minh d6t nhién dau rat - thing hooligan dé cip & bén trén d3 tang thing mot cde café vao lung toi.
Thé nay thi qua strc la bt ngd va khdn nan roi! “Chudn, chudn thoi,” tdi gao 1én véi Archie.

Ngay hom sau, t61 n6i chuyén véi Norman Davies, “gidm doc trang phuc” cua ching t6i. Ong ay cuoi: “T61 da canh bao 6ng veé Leeds
ro6i ma. Coé mét sy cam ghét khing khiep & day.”

“Tu bao gio vay?” Toi hoi.
“Thap ky 60,” Norman dép.

Leeds tirng c6 mdt nguoi gac cua tén la Jack, nguoi nhao 1€n chi€c xe bus clia chung t6i va gao 1én nhu mdt anh mo: “Nhan danh giam
ddc, cau thi va cac ¢6 dong vién Leeds United, chao mung téi Elland Road!”. Téi lam bam: “O, s& 6n thoi.”

Nhiéu cb dong vién thé hién su thi hin mot cach dién ro. Trong tran ban két League Cup ndm 1991, Leeds da khién chung t6i chat vat
v cung. Phut 88, ti s6 van 1a 0-0. Nhung Lee Sharpe khién ca cau truong bung nd bing mot ban thing viét vi téi 10m. Luc do toi ding
trén duong pitch, Eric Harrison ciing & gan d6. Rat nhi¢u ngudi cho rang Eric nhin gidng t6i kinh khing. Mot c6 dong vién Leeds da lao
xubng choang v& mit Eric, sau d6 budng 16i thoa ma xdi xa. Han twdng hin dang "xir Ij" t6i. Cac cb dong vién khac gao thét. Hon loan
nhu dia nguc. T6ikhong co bat ctr mdt su thich thi ndo véi bau khong khi thu dich ¢ Elland Road ca.

Dudi triéu dai ciia Peter Ridsdale, khi Leeds dang bay gitta nhiing con mo véi su dau tu cta vi chu tich, tdi cam nhén réng cau lac bd
nay dang xay nha tir nbc. Khi to6i duge biét mirc lrong ma ho diingd cac cau thy, tdi gin nhu nhay dung 1én. Va dam chic khi t6i ban
Lee Sharpe cho Leeds, ho da tra cho cau ay gip d6i nhitng gi cau y timg nhan dugc & Manchester United.

Nhung ké ra thi ho cling da xay dung duoc mot tap thé vilng manh. Alan Smith, Harry Kewell, David Batty. Tré lai nam 1992, Leeds da
vo dich véi mot trong nhimg d6i hinh ddng déu nhat lich sir. Va ho con dugc dan dit boi Howard Wilkinson! Mot thap ky sau, ching toi
c6 nghe vé Seth Johnson, mét chang trai tdi tir Derby muén gia nhap Leeds. Khi thao luan vé mirc lwong, con sb ban dau 1a 25.000 bang;
Leeds dé nghi 35.000 bang, va lén dan t6i 40-45.000 bang.

Céc cau lac bo khong bao gid rut ra duge bai hoc nay. Nhitng cam xuc trong tran ddu luon phinh pho tit ca bon ho.

T6i nhd mdt doanh nhan & Manchester ting hoi y kién t6i: “Toi dang dinh mua lai Birmingham City, ngai thiy sao?”

T6i dap: “Néu anh c6 khoang 100 triéu bang dé lidu mang thi cr trién di.”

Ong ta lap tirc xua tay: “Khong khong, chi khoang 11 triéu bang thoi,”

“Thé anh nhin thay cai san van dong ctia ho chua?” Téi van lai. “Anh can xay mot san van dong moi— khong dudi 60 tri¢u dau; va 40
triéu nita dé dua ho tro lai Premier League.”

C6 nhitng ngudi tiép can bong da dudi goc nhin ctia mdt doanh nhan. Nhung mét cau lac bd khong phai la may tién, may xay hay thir d6
vat gi d6. N6 1a tAp hop cua cac cé thé song. Do chinh la sy khac biét co ban.



Chung toi ¢6 vai tran dau ngoan myc nira trudc khi mua giai két thic. Co thé ké dén chién thang 4-0 trén san nha trude Liverpool -
Sami Hyypid nhan thé d6 ngay tir phtit 5 sau pha truy can voi Van Nistelrooy. Ching t61 gap Real Madrid & Champions League sau do6.
Luot di, Van Nistelrooy ghi ban duy nhat cho ching t6i, trong khi bén phia Real, Luis Figo va Raul choi tuyét hay va dém vé téi ba ban
thing. Tran luot vé, biét ring minh phai vuot qua ti s6 3-1, toi da dé Beckham ngdi du bi. Pay qua 1 mot tran d4u phi thuong. Chung toi
gianh chién thang 4-3 — néu ban khong nhd, thi ké na téi 3 ban vao ludi Man Utd chinh 3 “ngudi ngoai hanh tinh” Ronaldo. Cé mot sur
that thi vi ma t6i mudn tiét 16 voi cac ban: chinh vi bi anh huéng manh mé tir chién thing day kiéu hinh nay cta ching t6i, Roman
Abramovich d3 quyét dinh mua Chelsea va tao nén mét ddu méc trong lich st tuc ciu gido.

Pi timg c6 ic chung t6i cach biét doi Arsenal, doi xép thir hai, t6i 9 diém. Chung toi tham chi con duy tri cach biét 8 diém trong nhicu
vong du — t&i tn tran thing 4-1 trudc Charlton, tran diu ma Van Nistelrooy da lap mot hat-trick, ning tong s ban thing cua ciu 4y 1én
con s6 43. Trong vong dau ap chot, Arsenal can danh bai Leeds dé nuoi hy vong mong manh bam dudi chung t6i. Nhung Mark Viduka
da dap tit ao tuong cua ho bang mot ban thing mudn mang. Pdng thoi, chiing toi gianh chién thing trudc Everton. Trong trin dau cudi
cuing ctia minh trong mau 4o Quy Do, David Beckham da c6 mét ¢t sut phat hoan hao. Ching toi dang quang, lan thir 8 trong 11 mua
gin nhit. Cac ciu thi nhay mua va gao 1én: “Ching ta d3 iy lai ngoi vo dich roi!”

Sau cuing, chiing t6i tiép tuc thong tri Premier League nim d6, nhung lai phai n6i 1oi tam biét vdi Beckham.

<Hét chuong IV>

Chuong V: Beckham

Keé tir thoi khac dau tién cham vao trai bong, David Beckham da ludn n6 luc khong ngirng dé€ tré thanh
cau thu xuat sac nhat co thé vdi tai nang cua cau ay. To1 va cau ay cung chia tay san co trong mua he
vira qua du David van con nhi€u co hoi choi bong trong tuong lai. Cai cach cau ay ro1 Paris St

Germain cling nhu t61 rd1 United: nghe theo trai tim minh.

D61 khi, ban chi nhan ra ban tran trong mdt diéu gi d6 khi n6 da ra di. Ngay Beckham chuyén dén My
dé gia nhiap LA Galaxy, cdu Ay c6 1& nhin ra minh d bo di mot phan sy nghiép. David ¢6 ging hét
minh dé trd lai phong d6 ciia nhitng ngdy thang huy hoang, cau ay tham chi thé hién niém nhiét huyét

manh mé& hon ca khoang thoi gian cubi ¢ United.

David khong c6 nhiéu lira chon khi chuyén tir Real Madrid sang MLS nam 2007. Tdi tudng twong cu
ay da dé mat dén Hollywood va strc anh hudng ciia nd trong giai doan cudi su nghiép ndy. Chang c6 i
do gi lién quan dén bong d4 dé cau Ay chuyén dén My ca. David tir bé nhiing cau lac bo dinh cao,

nhitng tran dau soi dong cung ddi tuyén quoc gia, mic du nd luc tim dudng trd lai Tam Su cua ciu Ay



la xtirng dang ghi nhan.

David dd bén i tir ngay tho bé, cung v6i Giggs va Scholes, bdi vay, tdi coi cau Ay hon ca mot nguoi
con. Cau nhéc London d6 gia nhap United vao thang Bay nam 1991. Mot nim sau d6, cdu ay trd thanh
thanh vién cua Thé hé 92 gianh Cup FA tré voi nhitng cai tén khac nhu Nicky Butt, Gary Neville va
Ryan Giggs. David c6 394 14an ra sin cho Quy Do va ghi duoc 85 ban thing, trong d6 ¢ sut thanh ban
ngoan muc tr vach gitra san trong tran d4u véi Wimbledon, ban théng da cong céo cai tén David
Beckham voi toan thé gidi.

Khi t6i chia tay United vao thang Nam nim 2013, Giggs va Scholes van con khoac 40 Do nhung
David da roi noi ddy duogc mudi ndm rdi. Thir Tu, ngy 18 thang Sau ndm 2003, ching toi thong bao
trén thi trudng ching khoan rang David s& gia nhap Real véi mitc phi chuyén nhuong 24.5 triéu bang,
Cau Ay moi 28 tudi. Tin ndy nhanh chong lan truyén khip thé gidi, trd thanh mot trong nhitng khoanh
khic mang tinh toan cau ctia cau lac bo.

T6i khong thi han gi David ca. Toi quy cdu dy. Cau dy 1a mot chang trai tuyét voi. Nhung dang 18 ban

khong bao gid nén tir bé diéu gi ma ban van dang lam xuat sac.

David Ia hoc tro duy nhét cta toi lya chon sy ndi tiéng va bién n6 tro thanh muc tiéu. Wayne Rooney
cling trng lot vao tim ngam ctia nganh cong nghiép nhiam nhe thay doi con ngudi cau ay. Cau 4y thanh
danh tir khi con tudi teen. Cau éy nhan duogc nhirng 101 dé nghi co thé 1am ban giat minh. Bén ngoai,

cau 4y kiém duoc sb tién gip do6i mirc lwong ching toi tra cho cdu dy. Ca thé gidi mudn theo budc va

tr& thanh mot Giggsy, nhung d6 chua bao gio 13 udc mong cuia cdu ay.

O muia giai cudi cung ctia David tai Old Trafford, t6i nhan thiy phong d6 ctia cdu 4y sut giam tram
trong va con ca nhitng tin ddn Real Madrid dang ve vén cau dy. Nhung diéu dang n6i hon ca 1a David

khong con mang dén nhitng man trinh dién chac chan va tron vai nhu trudce nira.

Cudc "dbi dau" da tro thanh giai thoai gitra toi va David dién ra trong tran dau v&i Arsenal tai vong
Nam Ctp FA nim 2003, trdn ddu ma United da dé thua 0-2 ngay tai Old Trafford.

L3i cua David trong tran dau d6 1a cau 4y da khong tham gia phong ngy trong tinh hudng ghi ban thir
hai cua Arsenal nho cong Sylvain Wiltord. Cau 4y chi thing thinh di bd va d6i phuong ctr thé bo xa.

Cuodi tran, to1 phan nan vé di€u nay va nhu thuong 1€, doi vo1 David cua ngay do, cau ay bo ngoai tai



nhitng 151 phé binh ciia t6i. Co thé cau ay dang bat dau nghi rang minh chang can phai dudi theo va ap
sat 1am gi, du d6 chinh 1a nhitng phim chit dua cdu ay dén thanh cong.

Khi d6, David dimng cach t6i khoang bén mét. Gifra ching t6i, trén san nha c6 vai doi giay. David chiri
thé. Toi xong dén va da mot chiéc giay. N6 dap tring vao phan phia trén mat cdu y. Tat nhién, David
cling dinh lao vao t6i nhung cac cau thu khac da ngan lai. "Ngdi xudng," t6i n6i. "Cau di 1am ca doi
that vong. Cau co thé tranh luan bao nhiéu tuy thich."

Ngay hém sau, t6i goi cau Ay 1én dé cung xem lai bang quay chdm ctia tran dau. Nhung David van

khong chiu nhan sai. Cau ay ngdi canh t61 va khong n61 mot 161. Khong mot 161 nao ca.
"Cau c6 hiéu chuyén gi & day khong? Co6 hiéu tai sao to61 phai ndi chuyén véoi cau khong?" to1 hoi.
David con chiang buon tra 101.

Ngdy hom sau, cdu chuyén nay da tran ngdp trén cac mit bao. Chiéc xuoc toc David deo cang lam ndi
bat vét thwong giy ra bai chiéc giay. Py chinh 1a thoi diém t6i ndi voi ban 1anh dao rang David phai
ra di. Nhirng nguoi hiéu toi s& khong ngac nhién voi quyét dinh nay. Ngay tir gidy phit mot cau thi
Manchester United cho rfmg ban than minh 16n hon huin luyén vién, cau ta s€ phai cubn g01. Toi da
tirng phat biéu: "Huan luyén vién s& khong thé nam cau lac bd khi ddnh mat uy quyén. Cac cau tha s&

trd thanh ngud1 di€u hanh nd va ban s€ dé1 mat véi rac ron."

David Beckham d3 nghi rang minh 16n hon Alex Ferguson. Toi khong chut may may nghi ngd diéu do.
Van dé & day khong phai 1a cai tén, du d6 1a Alex Ferguson hay Ong tho sira 6ng nuéc Pete di ching
nita. Quyén luc ctia hudn luyén vién méi 13 thi quan trong. Ban khong dugc dé mot cau thit chiém linh
phong thay d6. Rat nhiéu nguoi da thir nhung bao nim qua, noi tip trung quyén luc & Manchester

United van 1a vin phong huan luyén vién. David d& nhan hdi chuéng bao tir.

Sau d6, ching t6i gianh ngdi nhat bang tai Champions League va boc tham gip Real Madrid ¢ vong

1/16. Luot di & Tay Ban Nha, United thua 1-3, David dudng nhu vo cing thich thu khi bat tay hau vé
trai cta doi chii nha Roberto Carlos. Thir Bay tiép theo, cdu ay tir chi ra san trudc Newcastle va noi
rang minh khong du thé luc. Toi da xép Solskjaer thay thé va cau Ay da choi mot tran cuc ky xuit sic,

gitip dem vé thing logi 6-2 cho ddi bong. Solskjaer chinh thirc ¢6 mot suat da chinh.



Phong d6 ctia David, don gian, khéng du hay dé khién toi loai Solskjaer ra khoi doi hinh trong tran
d4u luot vé vai Real. Khi khoi dong chuin bj trudc tiéng coi khai cudc, to1 go1 David ra va thong

béo: "Nghe ndy, 61 s& dé Solskjaer ra san." David gian dir bo di.

90 phtt hom d6 1a mot tran dau tuyét dinh. David vao san thay Veron phut 63 va lap ca dap an dinh
chién thing 4-3, trong 46 c6 mot pha d4 phat thwong hiéu. Dudng nhu day 13 101 chia tay cta cau dy
v6i cac co dong vién tai Old Trafford. United gianh thang loi nhung hat-trick ctia Ronaldo va that bai
tai Tay Ban Nha da loai ching t61 khoi cude choi.

David di tim kiém su thong cam tir ngudi ham md. Tuy nhién, khong thé pht nhan 1a cdu ay ciing "phan
don" lai t6i. Thuong vu dén Real Madrid nhu gip thém chat xtc tac. Theo nhirng gi chiing t6i thu thap
duoc, ngudi dai dién ctia cau ay va Real di co cac cude tro chuyén. Ho 1an dau lién hé truc tiép voi
United vao gitra thang Nam, khi mua giai da két thuc. Giam doc diéu hanh khi d6 1a Peter Kenyon goi
cho t61 va thong bao: "Real Madrid dang cho may."

"Chiing ta da ludng trude diéu d6," toi noi. United cho doi mirc gia 25 triéu bang. Roi t6i di nghi he
ta1 Phap va Peter goi cho t61, khi t61 an t61 v&i dao dién phim Jim Sheridan, ngudi s hitu mot can ho

ngay trén nha hang chiing tdi dang ngdi. T6i can mot chiée dién thoai riéng tw dé thuong thao.
"Lén can hg cua t61 ma dung dién thoai," Jim go1 y.

T6i nhin manh véi Peter: "David s& khong di dau ca néu ching ta chwa nhin duoc 25 triéu bang." Sau

do, muc gia duoc gitr nguyén 25 tri€u nhung s€ tra 18 triéu truc ti€p, s6 con lai tra dan veé sau.

Nhung David khéng bién mat hoan toan khoi d6i bong. United chinh thirc gianh ngdi vo dich sau chién
thing 4-1 trudc Charlton tai Old Trafford ngy 3 thang Nam. Cu dy da ghi ban trong trin ddu nay va
mot 1an nita trude Everton mot tuan sau do, gitip ching toi két thic mua giai voi thang loi 2-1. Mot ¢l
stt phat thanh ban tir khoang cach gan 20 mét 14 15i chia tay khong té trong ngay ma hang thu United bi
lam tinh lam t§1 b&i cau nhoc c6 tén Wayne Rooney. David da gdp cong trong hanh trinh gianh chirc vo
dich vinh quang niy nén chang c6 1y do nao khién cau Ay phai ngdi ngoai ¢ chuyén 1am khach dén
Goodison Park.

Co 1€ khi do, David chua du trudng thanh dé xir ly tat ca moi chuyén trén doi. Hién tai, cau éy dang

quan 1y moi thir tot hon. Cau Ay chi dong hon, chic chan hon vé vi tri ciia minh. Nhé lai hoi ay, toi rat



khé chiu vai cudc song nguoi noi tiéng cua David.

Vi du: dang trén duong t6i san tap luc 3 gio chidu dé chuan bi cho chuyén 1am khach dén Leicester
City, t6i thay khoang 20 tay tho sin anh chau chyc trudc ctra Carrington.

"C6 chuyén gi ¢ day vay," to1 hoi, va nhan dugc cau tra 161: "Beckham chuan bi ti€t 10 kiéu toc moi

vao ngay mai."

R6i David cling dén vé6i chiéc mii len trén dau. Cau éy van doi no trong bira t61 hém do. "David, bo
mil ra, ching ta dang ngdi trong nha hang," t6i goi. Cau 4y khong nghe 101 tdi. "Pimng lam trd ngde

nghéch nira, cd1 nd ra di!" t61 van kién tri nhung David van tir choi.

T6i ndi gian thuc su. Khong c6 quy dinh nio phat cau thu d6i mil ca. Nhiéu cau tha khac cling doi mil
bong chiy trén dudng téi san thi diu nhung khong mot ai to ra wong nganh dén muc tiép tuc doi nd

trong bita an cta toan doi.

Ngay hom sau, cac cau thu ra san kho1 dong trude tran dau. Cai mil len van ¢ trén dau David. T61 de

doa: "David, cau s€ khong ra d6 véi chiéc mii nay. To1 s€ loai cau ngay lap tirc."

David nhu muon phat dién. Roi cau ay cling co1 ra. Troc 16¢. To1 chan nan: "Chi c6 thé nay thdi sao?
Mot cai dau troc tham chi chang ai muén nhin?" Hoa ra ké hoach ctia David la s€ chi bo mii ra khi bat

dau tran ddu. T6i bat dau tuyét vong voi ciu dy. Cau Ay dang bi truyén thong nudt ching.

David choi cho mot cau lac bd vi dai. Cau 4y c6 mot su nghiép dang né. Cau dy ghi 12 dén 15 ban
thang mdi mua, ludn luyén tp chdm chi. Nhung nhitng pham chat d6 dang dan mat di. Va mot khi da
mat ching, David mit lun co hoi tro thanh mdt cau tha dang cap hang dau. Sau khi thay doi, cdu 4y

khong bao gio dat dén tAm ma ban c6 thé néi: day dich thi 13 mot cau thu xuat sic hang dau.

Con duong lam ngudi ndi tiéng cta cdu ay bat dau luc 22 hay 23 tudi. P6 1a mot quyét dinh gy that
vong 16n lao cho t6i. Thyc su, khong c6 thi han gi gitta chung t6i ca, chi c6 that vong, danh cho t6i.

Chan ngan. T61 nhin vao David va chi mudn n6i: "Con trai, con dang lam gi vay?"

Khi méi gia nhap United, David 1a cau nhoc nho bé véi doi mit sang ngdi, yéu bong da phat dién. 16
tudi, cau Ay khong bao gio roi phong thé hinh hay ngirng luyén tip. Chi ¢ thé noi, cau iy dang hién



thue hoa giéc mo. Roi dot nhién, David tir b tat ca vi mot su nghiép mad1, mdt phong cach séng moi.

Tir mot goc nhin khac, s& thit ngd ngan khi t61 noi David da chon sai con duong. Cau iy vo cling giau
c6. Cau dy trd thanh biéu tuong. Moi nguoi sao chép phong cach clia cau ay. Nhung toi 1a con nguoi
clia bong d4 va toi khong tudng twong duoc ban tir bo bong da vi bat ctr diéu gi. Di nhién ban van co
nhirng s¢ thich. T61 thich dua ngwa. Michael Owen thich dua ngyra. Paul Scholes thich dua ngwra. Mot
hodc hai cau thi khac thich cac mon nghé thuat. Trong vin phong t6i dang treo mdt burc tranh rat dep

ma Kieran Richardson v&. Piéu duy nhit ban khong nén lam 1a tir bo bong da.

Mot ndm trude khi ro1 Old Trafford, David da tham du World Cup 2002 t6 chirc tai Nhat Ban va Han
Qubc, chi vai tuan sau khi gy xwong ban chan trong mot tran ddu Champions League muia xudn nim
2002. Mot su tro lai ngoan muc.

Meic du chan thirong nay cta David, vé y hoc, hoan toan giéng véi chin thwong ma Wayne Rooney

dinh phai bon nim sau d6 nhung van c6 su khac biét & day. David 1a mau cau thu co thé luc sung man,
hdi phuc rat nhanh chong, Wayne thi can phai tap luyén nhiéu hon han méi c6 thé trd lai phong do. Boi
vay, toi da tinh toan David du kha ning du World Cup va phat biéu rong rai trong khoang thoi gian do.

Khi do1 tuyén Anh dén Nhat Ban, David dudng nhu van con sot lai chit tan du cua chin thuong. biéu
ndy rat kho néi ra, nhat 1a v6i nhitng cau thu dang tuyét vong ngdi nha xem World Cup. Va tir man trinh
dién ctia cau ay trong sudt giai dau, ta ¢ thé thdy David khong hoan toan khée manh. Hinh anh rd nét
nhat chimg minh viéc ndi lo s chan thuong vin dang day vo tim tri David 1a khi cdu 4y nhay 1én tranh
pha truy can ngay sat duong bién ctia mot cau tha Brazil, dan dén viéc doi bong Nam My c¢6 ban thing
g0 hoa trong tran Tu két tai Shizuoka.

Toi rat ngac nhién trudce diéu nay, vi don gian David 1a mot nguo1 co nén tang thé luc tot. Hodc thé
chit, hodc tinh thin cua cdu 4y dang gip van dé. Moi nguoi d6 i cho t6i, ndi rang toi 1a nguoi
Scotland va khong mudn doi tuyén Anh thanh cong. Néu hom d6 Anh gip Scotland thi chuan roi, toi sé
khéng mudn Anh gianh chién thing chit ndo. Nhung United c6 nhiéu cau thit Anh hon bat cir qudc gia

nao khac va t61 lu6n mong mudn ho téa sang.

Khi ban c6 mot cau thi quan trong nhu David (va sau ndy 1a Rooney), s& c6 ca déng doi ngii y té muén
can thiép. Doi ngii y t ctia doi tuyén Anh thuong xuyén mudn vao san tdp cta United. Toi cam thiy do

nhur mdt su xac pham. Chang 18 ngudn gdc Scotland cua toi 1a yéu tb, 1a 1y do dé khong tin turdng?



Trudc World Cup 2006, khi Rooney phai hoi quan mudn voi toan déi ¢ Pre, Tam Su d nhin tin cho
t6i gan nhu hang ngay dé hoi tinh hinh cua cdu 4y, nhu thé United khong thé tir minh chim s6c¢ ndi ciu
ay. Su hoang loan 1én dén ot ciing. Ho bong dung hoa da. Toi da diing 100%. Wayne Rooney chua

san sang, cau ay khong nén tham dy giai dau nam do.

Rooney ciing khong nén dén noi hoi quin & Puc ciia doi tuyén Anh 13 Baden-Baden. Diéu d6 13 khong
cong bang véi cau ay, vai nhitng cau thil va con lai va voi ngudi him md. Rooney 13 niém hy vong 16n
ctia d0i nha va diéu ndy ciing gay ap luc trong viéc nhin thang vao thuc té. Véi David, t6i tr tin cdu dy
s€ tr¢ lai khoe manh vi t61 da chirng kién nhitng 1an hoi phuc cua cau éy trude day. RO rang, thé luc
ctia David 12 tot nhit & Old Trafford. Mdi khi tap luyén, cau éy ludn hoan thanh trude tat ca moi
nguoi. Toi d3 ndi voi doi tuyén Anh rang David sé kip binh phuc.

Nhung ho van 4m anh bi qua trinh hdi phyc ciia David. Mot cai budng oxy dugc giri dén Carrington,
Roy Keane tirng ¢ nhitng két qua kha quan khi dung thiét bi ndy diéu tri chan thuong gan kheo. Nhung
céc van dé vé xuong lai khac. Cach diéu tri duy nhat 1a nghi ngoi. Chan thuong kiéu nay s& mét tir sau
dén bay tuan dé binh phuc.

Tai World Cup 2002, Anh khong giy dugc an twong ndo dang ké. Ho thua thiét hoan toan trude 10 cau
tht Brazil. Trong tran dau vong bang dau tién, Anh choi bong dai trude Thuy Pién, doi bong da thude
nam 1ong 16i choi ndy & Anh.

Mot phan 161 dén tir cac doi tuyén tré ctia Anh khi van ap dung chién thut 15i thoi nay. Qua nhiéu doi
choi bong dai. Nhu mot dip ndo dé, tdi mudn quan sat man trinh dién ctia Tom Cleverley & U-21 Anh
trong tran dau vi Hy Lap. Va "ngudi do tham" ciia t6i d thong bao rang Anh choi mot tién dao va hai
tién vé bién, Cleverley 1a mot trong hai cau tha d6. Ciu 4y gin nhu khong thé cham bong. Chris
Smalling thi ctr ¢ ging dwa bong vé phia trude cang nhiéu cang tot. Ngudi Anh khong du kha ning ki

thuat va huan luyén, boi vay ho dang virt di ca Ira cau thu 9 dén 16 tudi.

Va ngudi Anh di 1am gi dé bu dap? Cac cau thi chién dau hét minh véi nén tang thé luc. Tinh thin ctia
ho ciing rat tuyét voi. Nhung Anh khong thé san xuat ra mot cau thi xuat ching. Ho s& khong bao gio
vO dich World Cup véi h¢ théng d6, tinh than d6. Brazil d3 va dang dao tao nén nhitng cau tha tré ¢
thé nhan bong & moi vi tri, moi goc do va di chuyén rat co dong. Tam tri ho chi c6 bong da vi da dugc

1am quen v&i no tir khi 5, 6 tudi.



Mot diéu khac t6i mubn néi 1a David rat quan tim dén hé thong truyén théng cta riéng minh. Khi bi
loai khoi d6i tuyén Olympic ctia Virong qudc Anh hé 2012, chinh cdu ay 13 ngudi thong bao tin tirc
nay chir khong phai FA. Du 16i 18 hét strc nhd nhian nhung t6i hiéu luc ay, David budn nhu trdu can!

T6i nhd Mel Machin di tirng néi véi t6i: "Giggs va Beckham, ho 13 nhitng cau thi ddng cap thé gidi.
Ong con sip xép ho thi du 18n cong vé thir? Tai sao dng co thé 1am duoc didu d6?" Toi chi co thé tra
161 rang, ho khong chi c6 tai ning thién pht ma thé luc ciing gitp ho di chuyén khip mit san. United so
hitu nhirng diéu that dic biét noi hai chang trai nay.

Moi thtr thay doi véi David vi cdu 4y mudn thay doi. Poi mat cau ay khong con thiét tha voi trai bong.
That dang budn, David co thé & lai Manchester United dén ngay t6i ra di. Cau ay c6 thé trd thinh mot
trong nhirng huyén thoai vi dai nhat & Old Trafford. Thir duy nhat bién David thanh huyén thoai & LA
Galaxy chi 12 vi thé biéu tuong ctia cau ay. Mot vai thoi diém trong cudc doi, c6 1& David phai thim

nhi: minh 33 mac sai lam.

Nhung dau sao, hiy dé t6i tri 4n cau éy. Strc manh cua su kién tri no1 David that ddng kinh ngac. N6
duoc thé hién khi cau éy gia nhap Paris St' Germain thang Mot nam 2013. O United, David ludn 1 cau
thu c6 thé luc sung min nhit, diéu ndy giup cau ay tiép tuc choi bong & tudi 37.

MLS di nhién khong phai 1a Mickey Mouse League (Giai dau Chudt Mickey - nguoi dich). Pay thuc
ra 1a mot giai dau day tinh thé lyc. Toi dd xem Beckham thi dau trong tran Chung két MLS ctp va nhan
ra cau dy choi tot nhu thé ndo. Ciu 4y ciing hoan toan ¢ thé tu hio véi quing thoi gian dugc cho
muon tai Milan. Tai PSG, David choi 60 phuat trong mot tran tir két Cup chau Au. Khong han dugc ra
san nhiéu, nhung cdu 4y da hoan thanh nhiém vu ctia minh véi vai dudng chuyén dep mat va tinh than
tuy€t voi.

T6i ty hoi ban than: "Tai sao David c6 thé 1am nhu vay?"

Cau tra 101 dau tién 1a nén tang thé lyc. David con c6 mot niém khat khao chay bong c6 thé lam mo1
ngudi ngac nhién. Nhitng cu tat bong chuan xac 1a pham chat cau ay khong bao gid danh mat. Chang da
an sdu vao co thé cua cdu ay. 38 tudi, sau 5 ndm tai My ma van co thé ra san & dau truong Champions

League qua that 13 ky tich. Chiing ta déu phai ca ngoi David vi diéu do.



Mot hai ngudi da tirng hoi i lidu c6 nén dua David vé Old Trafford sau khi cau ay roi LA Galaxy.
37 tudi, 1am nhu vy chang mang lai ¥ nghia gi ca. PSG c6 tinh toan dén yéu t6 hinh anh khi ky hop
ddng sau thang voi David nhung cdu Ay khong qua quan tAm. Giggs, Scholes va toi ting trd chuyén vé
Beckham. Toi cho rang, cau ay c6 kha nang dic biét 1a chang thém lo 1ang véi nhitng tran d4u té hai.
Néu tdi ¢ chi trich David, cau 4y s& gian dir di ra va trong dau tham nghi: "Huén luyén vién chap

cheng roi, hom nay minh d4 ot thé ma!"

Tai LA, c6 1& David tudng tugng Hollywood sé& 1a diém dén tiép theo ctia cudc doi. Toi nghi, cu Ay
hoan toan ¢6 muc dich va cé thé 1a ca mot ké hoach khi chon sang Los Angeles. Bo diéu d6 sang mot
bén, ban phai ngudng md sy déo dai ctia David. Cu dy 1am toi ngac nhién, 1am tat ca moi ngudi tai

Manchester United ngac nhién. Du lua chon cai gi dé theo dudi, cdu ay sé& kién tri t§i cung.

<Hét chuwong 5>

Chuwong VI: Rio

Antreo gio 8 thang danh cho Rio Ferdinand 13 mdt ct sdc voi toan thé Manchester United, sy cim
phin cua t6i van kéo dai dén ngay hom nay. Van dé khong phai o nhing luat 1& ha khac cta viéc thir
chat cAm ma 13 cai cach ma su viéc xay ra trong mot budi tap nhu bao budi tip binh thuong khac clia
Rio.

Ngay 23 thang Chin nim 2003, mdt nhom thir doping tir Trung tAm thé thao thanh tich cao ctia Anh dén
Carrington dé 1ay miu xét nghiém cua bén cau tha ngau nhién. Mot budi tap luyén thudng ngay sap trd
thanh mot su kién quan trong véi Rio, gia dinh cau 4y, Manchester United va doi tuyén Anh. Rio, mot
trong s6 nhitng ngudi duoc chon, da ra vé ma khong cung cAp miu xét nghiém. Thoi diém ching toi
lién hé dugc cdu 4y thi nhoém chuyén gia trén da roi di. Ngay hom sau, Rio ngay 1ap tirc 1am xét
nghiém nhung ciing khong tranh khoi viéc vi pham cac diéu 18 vé nghia vu khi thir chit cdm va dimng

trudc nguy co bi phat nang.

Két qua 1a Rio bi cAm thi ddu tir 20 thang Mot dén 2 thang Chin ndm 2004 va ndp phat 50,000 bang.
Bén canh nhiing tran dau ctia Manchester United, cdu 4y ciing khong thé ra san cho ddi tuyén tai EURO
2004 t6 chirc & B6 Pao Nha. FA con loai cdu ay khoi danh sach Tam Su thi ddu véi Thé Nhi Ky vao
thang Mudi 2003 va diéu ndy suyt gdy nén mot cudc dinh cong trong gidi cau thu Anh.

Budi sang thang Chin tai hoa do, nhitng ngudi xét nghiém dang ngdi udng tra, va theo danh gia cua toi,

ho chdng chiu lam viéc gi ca. Ho khong tim ki€ém Rio. Quan diém cua t61 1a ho nén vao san, dirng doi



cac cau tha tip luyén xong xudi roi theo ho vao phong thay d6. Cung thoi diém d6, mot nhom khac dén
Wrexham va xét nghiém con trai tdi, Darren, cting hai cau thu nita. Ho ding trén san tap, di vao phong

thay d6 va lay mau nudc tiéu can thiét. Tai sao diéu nay khong xay ra voi Rio tai Carrington?

T6i biét nhirng ngudi thir doping di dén san tap vi bac si ctia cau lac bd Mike Stone thong bao, khi
ong dang ngdi udng tra v4i ho. Tin tirc 14p tirc chuyén dén cac cau thi lién quan, dwong nhién c6 ca
Rio. Nhung véi tinh cach vo tu, dé dai, khong ngac nhién khi Rio khong gip dugc nhitng con nguoi
can gip nhung lai chang thiy dau.

Cau 4y khong bao gio str dung chit kich thich. Rio Ferdinand khong bao gior sir dung chat kich thich.
Chiing ta biét diéu d6. Va cau ay chua tirng bo mot budi tp. Rio s& chang bao gid dung chit cam vi
tinh than trach nhiém cua ciu ay, voi tu cach cau thy, 13 rat 1on. Rio thong minh nhung dé dii. Cau ay
mic 161 tuy nhién cac nhan vién thir doping ciing vay. Ho khong lam day du cac budc dé ¢ thé ngin

chan cai tham hoa nay xay ra.

Nhan thirc dugc Rio di pham mdt sai 1am nghiém trong nhung t6i van khong thé tin ndi cau ay phai
chiu hinh phat tan nhin nhu vay. Chiing ta thudng doi xir voi cau thil nhu nhirng dtra con cua minh:

khong tin ching c6 t01 trong bat cr su viéc nao xay ra bén ngoai.

Nhung Maurice Watkins, chuyén gia tu van ludt cta ciu lac bd, van tu tin United s& minh oan thanh
cong, vai 1y 1& nhitng ngudi thir chat cam da khong truc tiép dua Rio di thyc hién cong viéc nay. Theo
quan diém ctia t61, Manchester United thuong xuyén bi dua ra lam "tién 18" khi thi hanh 4n ky luat. Ct
kung-fu cua Eric Cantona ndm 1995 1a trudng hop 16n dau tién, cau ay phai ngdi ti hai tuan va cim thi
dau chin thang (sau d6 an ti duoc bac bo va thay bang 120 gid lao dong cong ich). R6i nam 2008,
Patrice Evra nhan hinh phat cAm thi ddu 4 tran vi X0 xat v&i nhan vién san Stamford Bridge - khi ma
tit ca moi ngudi dang trén duong vé roi. Nguoi ta clr ndi rang Manchester United dugc wu ai. Nguoc

lai md1 dung!

Sau khi can nhic 1én xuéng, budi diéu tran 18 tiéng danh cho Rio duoc Uy ban Ky luat ctia FA t6 chirc
tai san van dong Reebok ctia Bolton thang Mudi hai nim 2003, 86 ngdy sau khi su viéc dién ra. T6i 1a
mot trong sd nhitng ngudi cung cip biang ching c6 loi cho Rio. Nhung cudi cuing, ban hdi tham gdm ba
nguoi d quyét dinh cau ay c6 t6i. Maurice Watkins dd mo ta hinh phat d6 13 "da man va chua timg
c6" con David Gill goi Rio "chi 12 ké phai gio dau chiu bang". Giam doc diéu hanh Hiép hoi cau tha
chuyén nghiép Anh, Gordon Taylor, cho riang quyét dinh ndy "quéa khic nghiét".



Ngay luc do, t6i da tim cach n6i chuyén v6i me cua Rio vi ngudi dan ba tdi nghiép nay dang rat buon
rau. United c6 thé cam thiy thiéu vang khi mit mot cau tha tru cot nhung chinh ngudi me méi phai chiu
dau d6n nhat. Janice da khoc khi t6i goi dién va ndi s& khong bao gid thay doi nhin dinh vé Rio sau
cau chuyén nay. To61 biét cau éy v t0i, t6i biét cau éy chi bat can thoi, toi biét cau éy da nhan an phat

qué nghiém khic.

Thoi diém do, toi ting tinh dén viéc khang an nhung 16 rang chiing t6i chang c¢6 co hoi nao dé gianh
chién thang ca. T6i khong hiéu noi tai sao bo 16 mdt budi thir doping ciing bi coi nghiém trong nhu 1a
"dinh" doping that su. Néu ban thira nhén st dung chét kich thich, ban s& bi céi tao lai ngay lap ttc.
Du ban noi su that, ngudi ta ciing s€ khong tin ban. Va t61 con khong thich cach FA ro ri thong tin cho

gi6i truyén thong. Theo t6i, didu d6 da vi pham nguyén tic co ban vé gitr bi mat.

T6i da phat biéu tai budi diéu tran rang Rio sé& ra san vao cudi tudn, bat chip két qua cudi cing duoc
dua ra. United gianh chién théng 2-1 tai White Hart Lane v&i bo doi trung vé Rio Ferdinand - Mikael
Silvestre. Tran dau cudi clng ctia Rio trudc khi thi hanh 4n 13 that bai 0-1 trudc Wolves ngiy 17 thang
Mot nim 2004 nhung cau ay da phai sém roi san vi chan thuong sau 50 phut thi dau, nhudng chd cho

Wes Brown.

Mbi quan hé giira toi va Rio da hinh thanh rat 1au trudc khi t6i chiéu md cau ay véi cai gia ky luc cho
mot cau thu Anh quc. Nam 1997, Mel Machin, ngudi ban thin cua toi khi d6 dang dan dat
Bournemouth da goi dién ké vé mot ban hop déng cho muon tir West Ham. "Hay mua cau éy di," Mel

thuyét phuc toi.
"Tén cau éy la gi?" t6i hoi lai.
"Rio Ferdinand."

T6i d3 tirng nghe cai tén ndy & cac doi tuyén tré cua Anh. Mel ctr "du dd" t6i bang dugc. Mel ciing kha
than v6i Harry Redknapp, khi d6 13 huan luyén vién ctia West Ham, noi Rio truong thanh, nén t6i tin
tuong vao danh gia cia Mel. T6i ban vé thwong vu nay voi chi tich Martin Edwards rdi ctr ngudi di
"xem gi0" cau éy tai Bournemouth. Tao nha, can béng, cham bong tinh té nhu tién dao dich thuc. Roi
ching t6i kiém tra nhirng thong tin khac vé Rio. Cudi cing, di dén thong nhat, Martin goi cho chu tich
West Ham, Terry Brown, va nhan dugc cau tra 1o1: "M0ot tri¢u bang cong David Beckham." Cau nay



c6 thé hiéu 1a: "Pung hong dong dén cau ay."

Lic ndy, Jaap Stam va Ronny Johnsen d chiém linh hai vi tri & trung tim hang phong ngwr, Wes Brown
thi 12 mot trung vé tré sang gia nén t6i khong quyét tim thuc hién dén ciing thwong vu nay. Ro6i Rio
chuyén dén Leeds v&i gia 18 triéu bang. Tran dau tién ra san cho ddi thu truyén kiép ving Yorkshire
ctia United, Rio choi rat t&. Ching kién man trinh dién d6, t6i da thd phao: "Cam on Chiia, minh khong
mua cdu ta." Gio day, mdi khi nghi lai, t6i lai cudi vang. Chéng can noi, Rio tién bo nhanh khong

tuong.

Trung v¢ luon 1a vi tri nén tang cho moi doi hinh cua t6i trong thoi gian dan dat Manchester United.
Luon ludn nhu vay. Toi trong doi su vitng chic va 6n dinh. Nhu Steve Bruce va Gary Pallister: trudc
khi toi két hop ho lai, United chéng ¢ ai dé ma tin tudng. Paul McGrath dinh chan thuong lién tuc;
Kevin Moran ra san 13 v& dau. Cau Ay ctr nhu mot tay ddm boc khong tinh tio vay. Chang nhd ro khi

ndo, t6i dén xem mot tran bong & Na Uy va gip Giam doc tuyén trach cua Liverpool Ron Yeats.

"Toi vira gap hoc trod cii ctia ong & Blackburn tuan trude. Kevin Moran," Ron néi khi chiing toi dang
nham nhi. T6i hoi lai: "Cau ay thé nao?"

"P4 dugc 15 phut thoi roi phai roi san vi va dau."
"Cha, bat ngd qua nhi," t6i tra 10i.

Ngudi cudi cung, Graeme Hogg, thi khong dat du tiéu chuan can thiét. Boi vay, toi luén ndi voi chu
tich: "United can cac trung vé c6 thé ra san hang tuan. Ho s& mang lai su viing chic va lién tuc." Bruce
va Pallister c6 thé choi canh nhau mii ma dudng nhu ching bao gio dinh chan thuong. Tdi con nhé
mot ngay thir Sau trude cude dbi dau vai Liverpool, Bruce tap #nh di vao The CLiff (trung tAm tap
luyén cii cua United - nguoi dich) va khan khoan: "Hudn luyén vién, dirng xép d6i hinh voi." Cau dy
gip van dé vé gan kheo tir tuan trudce roi. Toi thudng xuyén 1én danh sach vao ngiy thir Sau dé toan

doi co thé tap luyén cac tinh huong c¢6 dinh... "Y cau la sao?" to1 hoi.
"To61 s€ du stre ra san," Bruce tra 101.

"Ping ngdc nghéch nita di," t6i nghi ngo.



Pé chirng minh, Steve bat dau chay vong quanh The Cliff, hai vong. Xong xudi, cdu Ay noi: "Toi 6n."
dui van dang xoa bop gan kheo khong ngimg. Cap d6i tién dao ma United phai d6i mét "chi" 1a Ian
Rush va John Aldridge ma thoi nhung rét cude t6i van dé Steve ra san. Tran ddu do, Steve va Pally
choi cuc ky xuét siac. R6i Stam ciing mang lai sy chac chin va dang tin cy tuong tu. Va khong thé
khong ké dén sy két hop gitta Ferdinand va Vidic. Viing chic, tuyét voi. Néu chil ¥ tdi doi hinh
Manchester United trong ca ky nguyén, ban sé& thdy cac trung vé ludn 14 diém nhén.

Boi vay, viée bo 30 triéu bang chiéu md Rio vao thing Bay nim 2002 14 thuan theo nguyén tic bat kha
xam pham vé xay dung doi hinh virng manh ¢ khu vyc trung tim ctia t6i. United d phai chi rat nhiéu
tién, nhung v6i mot trung vé ¢ thé choi dinh cao 10 dén 12 nam, sb tién chuyén nhiong bong dung trd
thanh mén hoi. Ban c6 thé vung tién vao céc cau thi khong du chat luong, t6t hon 13 nén dit niém tin

vao mdt cau thu duy nhat véi dang cap khong phai ban ci.

United tirng tra 3.75 triéu bang cho Roy Keane, s6 tién ky luc khi d6, nhung d6i lai, c6 duoc 11 nim
phuc vu cua cau dy. Trong quing thoi gian tai Old Trafford, t6i dd ban kha nhiéu cau tha ma moi ngudi
khong quen mat, biét tén: nhirng thanh vién cua ddi du bi va cac truong hop khac... Trong mot chuyén
du lich mién T4y Scotland khi gin két thuc su nghiép, t6i tinh toan duoc rang minh chi phai chi trung
binh it hon 5 triéu bang chuyén nhugng mdi mia giai tai United.

Ngiy Rio dén, toi noi thang v&i cau ta: "Cau 1a mot tén vo cung cau tha day!"
Rio tra 161: "Nhung t61 chang thé stra duge."

"Cau can phai stra. Cau tha s& khién cau tra gia bang nhitng ban thua. T6i thi lic nao cling € y dén cau

dy," t6i noi.

Va Rio duing 1a tuy tién that. P61 khi, cau éy chay thong tha budc mdt budc hai roi dot nhién tang toc
nhu mdt chiéc xe hoi thé thao. Toi chua tirng thay cau thil ndo cao 1 mét 9 ma c6 kha ning bt toc an
twong nhur vay. Dan dan, Rio trd nén tip trung hon, cdu Ay dat nhiéu ky vong vao ban than hon, sin

sang nhan trach nhiém v&i1 do1 bong va toan thé cau lac bo. Rio trd thanh mot cau thi hoan héo.

Khi chiéu moé mot cau thi tré, ban s& khong cé duogc tat ca nhitng gi mong mudn trong ngay dau tién.
Con rat nhiéu viéc can phai 1am. Rio thudng khong cha ¥ khi doi thi 1a cac doi bong yéu ma cau dy

danh gia khong c6 kha ning de doa. Tran dau cang 16n, Rio lai cang tap trung hon.



Voi Gary Neville bit ddu dinh chin thwong dai han, Vidic va Evra dan hoa nhap, Rio va Edwin van
der Sar trd thanh tim 14 chin cua d6i bong trong nira sau thap ky 2000. Nam 2006, trong cudc ddi dau
v6i Blackburn Rovers, t6i d3 xép Rio thi ddu tién vé trung tAm va ciu dy nhan thé d6. Robbie Savage

13 nan nhan ctia ¢t tac bong tir Rio da khién cau 4y sém quay lai phong thay do.

Piéu nay co thé giy ngac nhién, nhung Pallister ciing c6 nhitng pham chit nhu Rio. Ky quic 13 cau ay
nhanh nhen nhung khong thich chay. Pally rat ludi hoat dong. Cau ay tirng néi rang cang lam it 1a cang
khoe. Cau ay tap luyén do nhat tran doi, i toan phai trong chirg cau ta. Sau chi 15 phit dau tién,
Pally c6 thé ldo dao budc ra khoi vong cam doi nha, thé hon hén sau tinh hudng tan cong cua doi
phuong. Tdi chi cho Brian Kidd: "Nhin kia, Pally sap chét roi!" Tha that c6 1an toi da trimg phat cu
ay.

Don Pally chuin bj cho médt bita tdi cta toan doi, tdi di vao nha ciu éy va phat hién mot chai Coca-
Cola to dung trén ban canh 10 sud1, cdng véi tii keo du cac loai: Crunchies, Rolos, Mars Bars. T61
hoi Mary, vo Pally: "Giai thich cho toi cai gi thé nay?"

"T6i chang biét da khuyén anh ay bao nhiéu lan roi, nhung anh iy khong nghe, thua huan luyén vién,"
Mary kho sé tra 101.

ROi t6i nghe thay tiéng budc chan xudng cau thang, Pally da ching kién viéc toi phat hién cau ay gidu
giém phan thirc an nhu ctia mot dira tré. "Sao em lai mua miy thir ndy thé, Mary?" Pally ¢ danh tréng

lang. To61 phan lai ngay: "Cau la tén luo1 nhac, to1 s€ phat cau."

Pally khong phai 1a Adonis (mdt vi than trong than thoai Hy Lap - nguoi dich) nhung cdu 4y thyc su 1a
mot cau thi t6t va d& thwong. Nhu Rio, cdu ay c6 thé chuyén bong va chay nhanh mdi khi mubn. Mua
giai cudi cung voi United, cdu y bi dtt sdu ¢ 16ng miy va bat dau kéu la vi dau. Cau 4y tht nhan d6
1a vét it dau tién trong doi. Nhung né ciing khong anh hudng dén ma ngoai cta Pally. Cau Ay van
nghi minh nhu Cary Grant.

T6i du tinh tao dé khong tim kiém mAu trung vé kiéu Franz Beckenbauer, nguoi c6 thé vira giai nguy
cho hang thu, vira kién tao mot duong sdc sao cho tuyén trén. Tdc d6 va kha nang doc tran dau 1a
nhitng pham chét vo gia trong bong d4 hién dai. Rio ¢ ca hai, va d6 1a 1y do toi ky hop dong véi cau
ay. Khong chi phong ngu, cau ay ciing biét phan phdi bong. Bai vay, mic du ki ning phong ngu 13 diéu



dau tién xét dén, toi van cam thay thoi thic khi biét trung vé ctia minh c6 thé mé cac dudng tin cong,

diéu da tré thanh tiéu chi cho nhiéu doi bong 4p dung hién nay nhu Barcelona.

Mot vai thoi diém trong su nghiép, cudc séng ctia Rio trai dai trén nhiéu linh vuc ma toi khong thé hai
1ong. Toi chan ngdy khi thdy canh cdu ay tai nhitng bita tdi hay cac budi ra mat sang trong. "Cau co
biét mot diéu vé bong da khong? Nhirng gi xay ra trén san co s& td cao tat ca moi chuyén," toi timg noi
v6i Rio. Khi phong d6 giam sut, né s& xudng rat nhanh. Tai nhitng doi bong nho, ban c6 thé xué xoa
cho qua nhung & Manchester United luon c6 76,000 cap mét doi theo va ban khong thé dua voi ho
dugc. Tdi canh bao Rio néu cac hoat dong trén lam cau éy thi dau té di, cau éy s€ khong con ¢ Old

Trafford lau ntra.

Rio tiép nhan tot nhitng 161 phé binh. Chung t6i da tao 1én mot hé théng dé kiém soat tot hon: ngudi
dai dién cua Rio budc phai thong bao cho United bat cir hoat dong nao cua cau éy. Co6 mot cong ty am
nhac, mot bo phim, mot cong ty san XUAt chuong trinh TV va mot tap chi dua cau éy dén My dé phong
van P Diddy, "Tha cho toi di, Rio," toi than thd khi biét cau 4y chuan bi gip ngdi sao nhac rap cua My.

"Hin ta ¢ 1am cdu tro thanh mot trung vé t6t hon dugc khong?"

Rio khong phai ngudi duy nhat kham phé cudc sdng ngoai bong da. Piéu nay khoi ngudn tir vi thé
ngudi ndi tiéng cua cac cau tha ngdy nay. Va mot vai ngudi trong sd d6 bat dau hudng tdi nhiéu hoat
dong hon nita. Beckham dau tién. R6i Rio tiép tuc. Thanh cong ctia David trong linh vuc ndy that phi
thuong.

Nhung khong phai tit ca cac hoat dong bén ngoai cta Rio déu vo nghia. Cau Ay tirng 1am cac cong
viéc tuyét voi cho UNICEF tai chau Phi. Ban khong thé phti nhan anh hudng ciia mot con ngudi nhu
Rio Ferdinand 1én cudc song cua nhitng dira tré da den tai chau Phi. Thong diép ctia ching t6i don
gian 12 Rio can can bang giita viéc ndi tiéng va nhé vé diéu gi da mang lai thanh cong. Nhiéu ngudi

khong lam n6i dicu do.

Rio d chuan bi cho cudc séng sau nay khi gidi nghé, mot chuyén khong qua vo 1y. Téi ciing lam vay
bang cach thi 1ay bang huan luyén, mat téi bén nim. Chéc chin t6i phai chuan bi cho nira sau cudc doi
ctia t61, nhung khong bang cach di gip P Diddy. S& c6 thoi diém cau thi tw hoi ban than minh s& 1am gi
tiép theo. Giai nghé mang lai cam giac tréng vang, chdng chénh. Mot phit trude, ban van con choi
trong tran Chung két Champions League, Cup FA, v dich cac giai dau. Mot phat sau, moi tht bién

mat. D6 1a thir thach ma bt ctr ai theo nghiép quan dui 4o sd déu phai d6i mit. Su ndi tiéng ciing



chang thé thay thé. Lam sao ban c6 thé thay thé cam gidc ring minh khi ngdi trong phong thay d6 mudi
phit trude tran dau quyét dinh ngdi vo dich?

Vé cudi su nghiép cua toi tai United, Rio gip van dé vé lung. Pha lap cong ciia Craig Bellamy trong
tran derby thanh Manchester nam 2009 la mot vi du chirng to bat 1o vé thé chat cua ciu éy. Néu 1a Rio
ctia hai nim trude, cau Ay s& dé& dang day Bellamy sang bén va ldy lai bong. Vi du khac 13 ban thing
ctia Fernando Torres khi con thi dau cho Liverpool, Torres thang thé vé toc do r6i ca ty dé trong vong
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cam.

T6i da cling voi cau Ay phén tich lai tinh hudng bang bang DVD. Rio mic 13i khi bay viét vi Torres.
Mot nim trudce, ciu dy c6 thé stra chira sai 1am ngay 14p tirc. Nhung thuc té, cau ay chi dudi theo
Torres dé r6i nhan mot ¢t ddy vai va ching kién doi thu dua bong vao ludi. Chua ai timg lam dugc
diéu nay voi Rio. Chan thuong lung khong chi khién cau Ay dau dn ma con anh hudng bat loi dén kha

ning thing bang.

Rio ludn chay. Cau 4y khong can & tinh thé bi de doa méi bat dau van dong. Sau thoi gian nghi dudng
thuong sudt gin ba thang mia dong, cau ay trd lai, tip luyén chim chi, thi dau tuyét voi trude City
trong tran Ban két Cap Lién doan 2009/10 ngay tai Old Trafford.

Khi Rio budc sang suon doc bén kia ctia su nghiép, t6i budc phai yéu cau cau ay thay doi 16i choi phu
hop véi tudi tac. Toi khuyén cdu Ay, ca truc tiép va gian tiép, rang cau ay can 1ui lai mot, hai budc
mdi c6 co hoi ddi dau véi tién dao dbi phuwong. Nam nam trude, d6 1a tro tré con voi Rio, vai toe do
ctia minh, cdu Ay s& cudp lai bong trong chan d6i thi ngay khi ho nghi rang sap 1am duoc diéu gi do.
Nhung Rio d3 khong thé tiép tuc nhu vay. Cau 4y can c6 mit tai hién truong trude khi vu 4n xay ra.

Tuy nhién, Rio rat thoai mai voi danh gia cta t6i, khong cam thdy chut xic pham ndo ca. Pon gian toi
chi giai thich nhitng thay d6i vé co thé. Va cau ay c6 mua giai 2011/12 xuit sac, chi bi anh hudng duy
nhat boi sy vang mit trong doi hinh doi tuyén Anh tham du EURO 2012. Khi Roy Hodgson héi ¥ kién
toi liéu Rio co thé tiép tuc d4 cap vdi John Terry, t6i chang thé tra 101 truc tiép: "Ong hiy hoi cu ay.

Ho1 vé moi quan hé gitra hai nguoi ho."

Mot vét gon khac 1a khi Rio tir chdi mic chiéc 4o cua chién dich chéng phan biét ching toc Kick It
Out mia giai 2012/13 du ching t6i da thong nhét s& tng hd nd cong khai. Khi quyét dinh tay chay 40

Kick It Out, Rio nén no1 chuyén voi to1. To1 biét cau ay c6 van dé vé cau chuyén gitra Anton, em trai



cau éy, va John Terry trong cudc ddi dau cla QPR va Chelsea tai Loftus Road, nhung t61 khong cho
doi moi thir d6 v theo cach ndy. Terry, du gi ciing da bi trimg phat bai FA vi sir dung tir ngit ling ma,
phan biét chung toc v&i1 Anton.

T6i dang ngdi trong phong va Mark Halsey budc vao thong bao Rio khong hé mic 4o Kick It Out. Toi

chi thi cho Albert, ngudi quan 1y trang phuc ctia United, yéu cau Rio mic chiéc 40 d6 vao.

Rio vén tiép tuc tir choi.

Khi truc tiép d6i mat voi toi, Rio khéng néi 101 ndao ca. Nhung sau tran dau, Rio giai thich rang ciu dy
cam thiy PFA (Hiép hoi cau thu bong da chuyén nghiép ctia Anh - nguoi dich) da khéng 1am hét sire dé
ngn chin hanh vi phan biét chung toc. Tuy nhién, theo cach hiéu ctia t6i, khong mic 4o ching to cau
ay khong ung ho du an nay. Néu Rio c6 van dé voi PFA, cdu 4y nén trao doi voi ho. Hanh dong cua

cau ay chi gay chia ré sau sac thém.

Quan diém cua to1 v€ van dé phan biét chiing toc: t61 khong hiéu noi tai sao con nguoi co thé ghét

ngudi khac chi vi mau da.

<Hét chuong VI>

Chuwong VII: Khoang lang



Cuec thinh tat suy, chu ky thanh cong nao ciing phai ¢ diém dirng. Tr miia hé nim 2003 dén thang Nam
2006 chirg kién su di xudng ctia Manchester United. Chung toi gianh FA Cup ndm 2004 va League
Cup hai nim sau d6, nhung Arsenal va Chelsea mdi 1 nhirng d6i théng tri nuéc Anh trong thoi ky nay.

Truée khi Cristiano Ronaldo va Wayne Rooney tré thanh nhdn t6 chinh trong chirc vo dich Champions
League nim 2008, chung t6i da phai di qua mdt con dudng gap ghénh, nhiéu chong gai. Pay ciing
chinh 13 giai doan chuyén giao thé hé ctia United. David Beckham d3 téi Real Madrid, trong khi Veron
thudc bién ché ctia Chelsea. O khung gd, Tim Howard thé chd Barthez. Ngoai ra, chung t6i con c6 ba
tan binh Kleberson, Eric Djemba-Djemba va David Bellion. Pang tiéc nhat chinh 12 Ronaldinho,

chung t61 da gan nhu c6 dugc cau ay.

Ban sé& khong thé 1an tranh su that trong nhirng nim d6. Chung t6i da c6 nhitng ban hop dong that bai
du ho kha co tiéng tam. Vi du nhu Kleberson, 24 tudi, nha vé dich World Cup v61 Brazil. Danh tiéng
ctia Veron da lan rong khip trén thé giéi. Djemba-Djemba ciing it nhiéu thi du t6t cting doi tuyén
Phap. T6i da khong miy khé khin dé co duoc chir ky cua ho, va thue t diéu nay khién t6i lo so. Toi
thich phai canh tranh cho mét cau thu, boi nhu vay nghia la ho rat co gia tri. S¢ chéng doi1 bong nao
muon ban di mdt tru cot trong ddi hinh minh. Nhung nhu di néi & trén, chi sau mot vai lan thuong théo,

ho d4 14 tAn binh ctia chung toi ma khong gip bat cir tré ngai ndo.

T61 cam giac, chung to1 da thir moi 101 giai cho bai todn ¢ vi tri tht mon. Mark Bosnich 1a mot vi du
dién hinh. Khi ma Peter Schmeichel tuyén b anh s& chi ¢ lai United dén hét mua giai 1998-99, chung
t6i da phai ngay 1ap tirc tim giai phap thay thé. Bosnich chinh 1 muyc tiéu cta ching toi.

Chiing t6i gip Bosnich vao thang Mot nim 1999, bat chap nhitng tin d6n khong may tich cuc vé ciu dy
bén ngoai san. Toi dd cir nguoi dén theo ddi cau Ay khi luyén tap. Va qua thuc, trong nhitng budi tap
luyén, ciu 4y khong tao ra bat ctr 4n twong gi cho t6i. Vi 18 d6, toi thay d6i, chuyén hudng sang Edwin
van der Sar. Tdi va ngudi dai dién cua cdu 4y da noi chuyén véi nhau. Nhung khuc méc lai ndm &

Martin Edwards, ong éy noi: “Alex, i xin 13i, t6i da bét tay cung Bosnich.”

Do 1a mot sai 1am. Martin cing Mark da di dén thoa thuan va s& khong rat lai. T6i ton trong quyét dinh
d6. Nhung thue su day 12 mot thuong vu thit bai. Van dé nam ¢ Bosnich. Cau Ay khong dap tng dugc
yéu cau vé ca kha ning ciing nhu thé lyc. Chung toi da day cudng do tap luyén ctia cau ay 1én cao hon,
va tinh hinh dugc cai thién theo hudng tich cuc. Bosnich da choi cuc hay trong chién théng trudc

Palmeiras & Cup Lién luc dia. Tham chi, cdu 4y con ximg dang nhan danh hiéu cau thi xuit sic nhat



tran, chir khong phai Giggs.

Nhung rdi khong 1au sau d6, chiing t6i phai bat ngd véi cau dy. Pang budn thay, khong phai van dé
chuyén mon. Trong chuyén lam khach & Wimbledon hdi thang Hai nim 2000, & bita 4n, Bosnich gan

nhu nhét tit ca moi thir vao da day cua cau éy: sandwich, sup, thit nuéng,...

To1 no1 voi cau ay: “Vi Chuaa, ching t61 dang giap cau gidm can, tai sao cau lai an tat cd moi mon

Vé,y. 2
“To1 doi, thua s€p,” Bosnich noi.

Sau do, ching t61 trd lai Manchester, va Mark goi dién dat hang & mot nha hang Trung Hoa. “Bung cau
1a chiéc thung khong day w?” T6i hoi cau ta. “Ké toi, 6ng hdy tiép tuc cong viéc ctia minh di,” T6i gan

nhu khéng thé tac dong 1én cau Ay.

Khoang trong Peter Schmeichel dé lai that kho dé khoa 1ap. Cau ay 1a thu mon xuat sac nhat trén thé
giéi. Chung t6i 18 ra nén lyra chon Van der Sar ngay tir dau. Pai dién ctia cdu Ay noi véi toi: “Ong s&
gip nhiéu kho khin day, vi Juventus ciing dang 1ién hé v6i cau ay,” nhung roi co hdi tudt khoi tay
chiing t6i. Chung t6i danh goi lai cho dai dién cua Edwin va néi rang ching t6i da tim duoc nguoi
thich hop.

Va 18 ra, t6i cling nén quay lai theo dudi Edwin sau khi thuong vu Bosnich that bai. Ciu 4y nén 1a
ngudi ké nhiém Schmeichel, chir khong phai dén tan nhirng nim cudi cung cta t6i & United. T6i khong
nén chi tién cho cac ban hop dong véi Massimo Taibi hay Barthez. Ho déu c6 tai ning, nhung lai ton

tai nhitng van dé riéng.

Sau d6, chung toi méi nhan ra Van der Sar c¢6 cung dang cip voi Schmeichel. Néu phai tim su khac
biét giira ho, thi c6 ching chi 1a phong cach thi ddu. Schmeichel ¢6 nhitng pha ctru thua xuat than. Doi
lac, ban phai tram trd khen ngoi cau ay: “Lay Chia, cdu 4y da 1am nhu nao vay?”. Cau dy co stc bat
nhu mot van dong vién dién kinh vay. Con & Van der Sar, t61 dang gid cao su binh tinh, kha nang dung
chan va t6 chirc hang phong ngu. Ho khac nhau vé phong cach, nhung ludn 1 chét chin tin cdy, 1a chd

dwa viing chac cho dong doi.

Schmeichel c6 mbi quan hé yéu-ghét rd rang voi Steve Bruce va Gary Pallister. Ciu ta sin sang quat



mang b doi nay, r6i sau d6 Brucey sé& noi, “Tro vé khung thanh di, gi ngudi Pic kho wa.”
Schmeichel ghét didu niy. “Tao khong phai nguoi Pic,” cau ay ngay lap tic dap tra. DU vay, that kho

tin khi ho van la ban than ctia nhau bén ngoai san bong.

Van der Sar phai doi mat voi hang loat cac su thay doi ¢ hang phong ngu. Vi Schmeichel, ciu 4y tao
dugc sy dany voi b tir vé hang tuan. Parker, Bruce, Pallister, Irwin. Ho cung nhau ra san, cung nhau
tao thanh burc twdong virng chic. Con Van der Sar khong c6 dugc su 6n dinh d6. Bo t vé trude mit ciu
ay luon thay doi lién tuc. Nhung & diém nay, t6i phai danh 15i khen ngoi cho Edwin. Du hang phong

ngu cO xao tron, cau ay van biét cach to chirc va chi dao n6 hoat dong tot.

Trong phong thay d6, voi giong ndi danh thép, Van der Sar 1udn c6 strc ning trong nhitng nhan xét cua
minh. “Pa cho can than di chtr!” Van der Sar quat. Schmeichel ciing vay. T6i that may méan khi sé& hitu
hai thi mén xuét sac nhat thé gidi trong gan ba thap ky tai vi & United. Vi t6i, khong ai xuat sic hon
ho trong giai doan 1990 - 2010.

Tai thoi diém nay, Peter Kenyon van con 1am GPPH, giai quyét cac van dé lién quan dén chuyén
nhuong. Patrick Vieira 1a mot trong nhitng cau thi t6i mubn so hiru nhat. Toi dé nghi Peter goi va hoi
Arsenal vé truomg hop ciia Vieira. Peter ndi ong Ay dd goi. Mot vai ngiy sau, toi dé cap van dé nay
v6i David Dein (chu tich Arsenal thoi bdy gid) va dng ta nhin t6i nhu mdt ngudi ngoai hanh tinh vay.
David khong hiéu t6i dang noi toi cai gi. Pén lugt tdi ngé ngudi. Chic chan, ai d6 trong sd ho dang

thue hién nhitng bude di bi mat, diéu ma dén gio toi van khong biét dugc.

Vi t01, viéc nhan dién thoai tir nhirng ngud1 dai dién cta céc cau thu 1a chuyén qua binh thuong:
“Ngudi cta t6i mudn choi cho Manchester United.” Toi khong bao gid nghi ngd nhitng khang dinh d6.
Nhung t6i hiéu réng, ho cling mudn choi cho Arsenal, Real Madrid, Bayern Munich,... hay tat ca

nhitng d6i bong hang dau khac. Trén tat ca, chiing toi tap trung vao Veron.

Veron 1a mot cau thi dang cap. Tuy nhién, t6i phai thira nhan t6i gip nhiéu khé khin khi 1am viéc cuing
cac cau tha Argentina, ma bat dong ngdn ngir chinh 1a nguyén nhan chinh. Nhung dang cap van la dang
cap. Cau 4y s¢ hitu sy thong minh trong 16i choi, cting ngudn ning lugng tudng chirng nhu bat tin. Vay
ban s€ tu hoi, tai sao day lai co thé 12 mot ban hop déng thit bai duogc? Van dé tudng chirng rat don
gian: chung t6i khong thé tim mot vi tri thich hgp cho cau ay. Néu ching toi dé cau Ay d4 tién vé trung
tam, thi cdu Ay thuong xuyén dang cao, hoic dat trai, dat phai. Cau 4y chi muén dudi theo trai bong ma

thoi. Ching t6i khong 1am cach nao dé tim ra cong thirc hitu hiéu nhat cho cau y, Scholes va Keane.



Mot bo khung 6n dinh 1 diéu chung t61 dang tim kiém. Beckham d3 roi doi, tudi tac khong doi Ryan,
cling nhur Roy va Paul. Vi 1& d6, chung toi can mot thé hé vang mdi. DU ¢6 nhitng dong gop nhat dinh,
nhung Verén khong thé tim duoc chd dung trong doi hinh ching t6i. Boi, cdu dy qué ca nhan. Hay
twdng trong nhu ny, trong mot budi tip duoc chia thanh hai doi dé va vang, thi cau ay sé& choi cho ca
hai. Cau éy choi & bat ctr vi tri ndo, bat ctr noi nao cau éy mubn. Ké ca cho t6i dan dat cau éy thém
mot trim nim nita, toi cling khong biét xép cdu Ay choi ¢ dau. Co ngudi tirng mach nude cho t6i: “Ong
da ting nghi dén trudng hop dé cau ay choi ngay trude hai trung vé chua?” Toi tra 101, “Ong dang mo

a? Toi1 khong thé bat cau éy choi cb dinh & bat ¢ vi tri ndo khac, cha 18 ¢o truong hop ngoai 1¢ u?”

Tuy vay, c6 nhitng khoanh khic ma Verén khién ban phai tram trd than phuc. Trong mdt tran d4u chuan
bi cho muia giai mdi, cdu Ay vuot qua mdt vai hau vé d6i phuong o sat duong bién ngang, trudc khi
chuyén nguoc tro lai cho Van Nistelrooy ghi ban. O mot tran diu khac, cau éy Véy ma ngoai cho
Beckham, vuot qua tam kiém soat ctia hing phong ngu. Cong viéc con lai ctia Beckham kha don gian,
cau dy 16p bong qua dau thu mon. D6 13 nhitng khoanh khic ctia mot thién tai. Cau ay hoi tu tit ca
nhirng k¥ ning dang mo udc: choi tot hai chan, ¢ thé chay, diéu khién bong, kha ning quan sat tét.
Nhung, 1ai khong thé 1a mot phﬁn cua doi bong.

Tirng c6 nhitng tin don cho rang cau ay gy g6 v&i nhitng cau thi khac. Toi khong tin, vi cau Ay khong
bao gid ndi chuyén véi ai. Mot minh trong phong thay do, 1uén 1a nhu vay. Cau Ay khong phai 12 ngudi

khé gan giii, cdu ay chi qua it n61 ma thoi.
“Chao budi sang, Seba.”
“Chao budi sang, thura 6ng.”

Vay ddy, cudc ddi thoai cuia chiing t6i chi dién ra ngin ngai nhu vay. Ban khong thé bat chuyén cting

cau ay.

Chiing tdi tirng thir thay doi cach choi & dau trudng chau Au. Hai nim sau chirc vo dich Champions
League naim 1999, ching t6i dén 1am khach trén san ctia Anderlecht va PSV véi ton chi ‘phong thu
phan cong’. Chung toi str dung so do 4-4-2 truyén thong ctia United, nhung r6i lién tyc tht bai. Toi
n6i véi cac cau thi va BHL rang néu ching t6i khong thé gitr bong tot hon, hay dam bao su viing chic

& hang tién vé thi tat ca nhitng nd luc sé& 1a vo nghia. Vi 18 do, chiing t6i chuyén sang st dung so do6 ¢



ba tién v¢ & gitra san. Veron 1a mot phan cua chién lugc do.

Trong nhitng nam ¢ United, t6i da khong it 1an mirng hut véi cac thuong vu chuyén nhuong. Toi luén
nd luc theo dudi cac muc tiéu, nhung lai that bai theo cach it ngo dén nhat. Vi du nhu Paolo Di Canio.
Thoa thuin bang miéng da dugc hoan tat. Ching t6i dua ra dé nghi va cau Ay chip nhan. Nhung réi sau
d6, cau 4y mudn nhiéu hon thé. Chung t6i khong thé dong ¥ v4i yéu cau mdi. Du vy, toi phai thira
nhin Manchester United can cau éy: mot ngudi co thé kéo khan gia dén san va luon khién ho dan mit

theo doi. Toi ciing tirng ¢ nhitng cau thi nhu vay trong khoang thoi gian tai vi.

Sau d6 13 Ronaldinho, mot kich ban tuong tu dién ra. T6i dong ¥ ‘phé két’ dé dua cau Ay vé Old
Trafford. Nd lyc mua Ronaldinho phan anh su that rang United ludn theo dudi nhitng cau thi co doi
chan ma thuat. T6i luén mudn c6 ho trong do1 hinh. Ly do khi d6 rat don gian: “Chung to1 ¢6 25 triéu
bang Anh tir tién ban Beckham, trong khi Ronaldinho chi c6 gia 19 triéu bang. Troi dat oi, tinh ddy di

nao. B6 1a mot mén hoi.”

Bién dong ctia muia hé nam 2003 khong chi ding lai ¢ d6. T6i da ban Verdn. Cau y ciing ting tiét 16
v6i Quinton Fortune rang minh mubn téi Chelsea. Chelsea dé nghi mirc gia 9 triéu bang, nhung t6i

muon nhiéu hon 15 tri¢u bang, “Khong do1 nao, cau ay s€ khong ra di voi chi 9 tri¢u bang.”

R6i, & B6 Pao Nha, Kenyon thong bao cho t61 tin vui: “T61 da dat dugc thoa thuan - 15 triéu bang cho
Ronaldo.” Sau dé, trong tran giao hitu voi Sporting Lisbon, Ronaldo (vAn chwa chinh thite chuyén t6i
United) d3 1am kho O’Shea.

“Hay theo st cdu ay, Sheasy.”
“T6i khong thé,” O’ Shea budn ba tra 10i.

Mot thang sau, David Gill goi va néi: “Nghe nay, Kenyon s& chuyén tdi Chelsea.” David Gill 1a nguoi
ké nhiém. Lic do, toi ngo vuc khong biét cau dy ¢ hiéu minh can lam nhirng gi hay khong. To6i dua ra
161 khuyén cho cu ay: “Rut kinh nghiém tir Peter Kenyon, cdu dirng 6m d6m qua nhiéu. Hay biét cach
liy quyén cho ai d6.” Va rdi tir ddy, t6i phai thira nhan cu Ay 1a mot trong nhitng CEO tuyét voi nhat
ma t6i tiing cong tic. Thang than, va cling rat than thién. Cau Ay ludn biét cach gitr d6i chdn minh &

trén mit dat. David sin sang noi nhitng diéu ban khong thich, khong bao gid 1an tranh no.



Dt cho Martin ludn giup d& t6i trong nhitng thoi khac kho khin, nhung nhitng gi toi nhan dugc chua
thuc su tuong xtng, cho dén khi David nham chirc. S& khéng c6 gi tuyét voi hon néu nhitng viéc ban
lam dugc danh gia chinh xac. Nhirng 101 khen, dang, n6 rat lot tai, nhung ‘miéng an’ cua ban méi 1a
quan trong nhat.

Céc giam d6c s& gip vo van khé khin khi CLB ddi cha s¢ hitu. Doi chi, dong nghia tat ca moi thir s&
thay ddi. Cac cau hoi lién tiép duogc dat ra. Ho co6 thich minh khong? Ho co muén mot HLV méi, mot
CEO m6i khong. Khoang thoi gian nha Glazer mua lai United chinh 1a thoi ky khé khan nhat cta
David. N6 thu hat sy quan tim manh mé ctia gidi truyén thong. Thong tin vé khoan ng luén dugce cha ¥

hang d¢au. Nhung nhitng kinh nghiém vé ké toan d3 giup David vuot qua nhitng kho khin do.

Véi toi, CLB sé& 1a noi gitip cac cau thu tré phat trién. Dé duy tri dugc muc dich d6, ching toi can phai
c6 duge bo khung viing chic nhu Giggs, Scholes, Neville. Va ca Roy Keane nita. Dua trén nén tang 13
nhirng cau thu giau kinh nghiém, ching i c6 thé tao co hdi cho 16p tré. Van der Sar ciing 13 mdt trong
nhitng ‘con 4t cht bai’, mot trong nhitng ban hgp dong dang dong tién bat gao nhat ctia toi.

Nham thay thé Bryan Robson, ching toi di phat hién ra Roy Keane. Trong khi d6, nhitng man trinh
dién ctia Eric Djemba-Djemba khién chiing toi nghi tGi mot tién vé dang cap trong twong lai. Toi ting
dén Phap xem cau éy thi dau, va qua thuc cau éy rat xut sic. Cau éy c6 kha nang doc tran déu, phong
ngu tir xa du gia chi khoang 4 triéu bang. Ciing ¢ tran dau do, t6i dé y t§i thi mon ciia Rennes: Petr
Cech. Nhung cau ay méi chi 18, 19 tudi va tdi tu nhil ciu ay con qua tré.

Pbi lac, ban thit bai trong mot muc tiéu, nhung lai duoc dén bu xung dang. Vi du ching to1 ting bé 16
co hdi s hitu Paul Gascoigne, nhung rdi sau d6 c6 Paul Ince. Alan Shearer khong gia nhap United, va
mo ra mdt chuong huy hoang cho Eric Cantona. Ban ludn phai c6 phuong an du phong cho nhirng muc

tiéu hang dau.

Muc tiéu cta ching t6i 1udn 1a nhitng cau thi tré, nhitng cau thu s& gan bo 1au dai véi CLB. Cantona 1a
truong hop ngoai 18, cau ay dén véi ching t6i khi da ngoai 25. Rooney va Ronaldo 1a vi du dién hinh,
ho cép bén United luc m6i chi d6i muoi. Va sau nim 2006, ching t6i cang nd luc tré hoa doi hinh.
Céc cuu binh da khong con duy tri phong d6 cao, dong nghia doi ngl tuyén trach vién cang phai hoat
dong tich cuc hon.

Ban hop ddng vai Kleberson dén sau khi cdu 4y toa sang cting Brazil & World Cup 2002. Nhung, day



12 mot vi du dién hinh nhat cho su rui ro tiém ting trong nhitng quyét dinh nhanh chong. Ching t6i 1én
ké hoach tim kiém nguo1 thay thé Keane. Vieira nim trong danh sach d6, mot myc tiéu hang dau. Cau
ay da qua quen thudc v6i nhitng tran ddu & Anh va rat c6 tai 1anh dao. La mdt cau tha gioi, ban s&
thuong xuyén phai nghe nhitng cau hat ché nhao tir CBV d6i phuong. Vieira lién tuc dbi dién véi no,
dong nghia cac CPDV so cau ay.

Khong thé phii nhan Kleberson 1a mot tai ning dic biét. Nhung ching t6i d3 bo qua cong doan xem xét
thong tin ca nhan va tich cach ctia cau ay. Chiing t6i di dua ra quyét dinh qua dé dang. Diéu d6 khién
to1 khong thoai mai. Va chi khi dat chan té1 Manchester, chung t61 méi biét cau éy da c6 vo - mot cod
gai 16 tudi. Nén nhd, cau dy moi chi 23. Tham chi, ¢ ta con mang theo ca gia dinh sang nita. Bat dong

ngon nglr cling 1a mot van de, cdu ay gap rat nhicu kho khan dé hoc tiéng Anh.

Trong tran dau, cau éy thé hién nén tang thé luc, k¥ thuat tuyét voi, nhung lai khong thé ap dat duogc
phong cach riéng. C6 1&, cach ma Brazil sir dung cu ay khac nhitng gi ching t6i mudn. Khi thi ddu cho
do6i tuyén qudc gia, cau dy choi ngay trudc bo tir vé, nhdm tao co hdi cho Carlos va Cafu 1én tham gia

tan cong.

Khi mot quyét dinh dén qua nhanh chong, sai 1am ludn xuat hién. Chiing t6i chi thuc sy thanh cong khi
1én ké hoach, theo ddi cau thu trong mot thoi gian dai. Chung t6i biét tit ca vé Cristiano Ronaldo
trude khi ky hop dong véi ciu dy. Chiing t6i tirg cd gang héi mua Rooney luc 14 tudi, va thir lai hai
nam sau d6. Cudi ciing, chiing t6i thanh cong khi cau dy 19 tudi. D6 1a nhitng truong hop ma doi ngi
tuyén trach vién da 1am rét tot, trai nguoc hoan toan vdi Veron va Kleberson. Ho khong phai 12 giap

phap chita chdy, nhung lai quyét dinh qué voi vang.

Djemba-Djemba, mot cau thu xuit sic khac, 14 nan nhan cua canh bao chi 1am chuyén. Ho chi tap trung
vao nhitng cai tén ndi tiéng, co thé gitp ho ban dugc bao. Pau tién, ho yéu thich Veron, nhung thd o
v6i Kleberson va Djemba-Djemba. David Bellion luc d6 ciing kha tré, va ching toi cam thdy cau dy
c6 tuong lai. SO hitu tbe do tot, khéo 160, mot tin do cua dao Co Péc, nhung cdu ay lai kha nhat nhat.
Cau éy tung vao san tu ghé du bi cua Sunderland trong mdt tran dau véi chung t61, va khién chung t61
phai dé tam tir d6. Khi ban hop dong cua ciu Ay véi Sunderland két thic, ching 61 ngay 1ap tirc nhay
vao. Nhung cau ay khong dap tng dugc ky vong. Chung t6i ban ciu Ay cho Nice véi gia 1 triéu Euro,

va tiép tuc dugc nhan thém mot khoan khi cau éy chuyén t61 Bordeaux.

Budc ngodt ctia giai doan ndy chinh 13 hai ban hop déng vai Ronaldo va Rooney. Chung tdi di c6



duoc miu cau tha minh can: tai ning, c¢6 thé quyét dinh tran dau, pht hop véi truyén thong CLB.
Patrice Evra va Nemanja Vidc hdi thang Mot nim 2006 ciing 13 nhitng su bo sung chit luong. Diéu
dau tién khién chiing t6i cha ¥ t6i Vidic 13 su nd luc, quyét tim trong mdi budc chay. Cau 4y co thé
xoac bong, tranh chép trén khong. Chung t61 dang tim kiém mot hau vé kiéu Anh dién hinh. Tuy nhién,
trong tran d4u dau tién gap Blackburn, cau éy t6 ra hut hoi. D& hiéu thdi, cau éy da khong choi tran dau
ndo ké tir thang Mudi Mot, thoi diém giai ddu & Nga két thiic. Cau Ay can mot vai tran dé 1ay lai phong
dd cao nhit.

Tai vi tri hdu v€ trai, noi Denis Irwin tung tran gilr, Heinze toa sang ruc rd, nhung chi trong mot thoi
gian ngan. Vi 1& d6, ching t6i quyét dinh mang vé Evra. Ciu 4y tirng da canh trong tran chung két
Champions League gitra Monaco va Porto. Mdt hau v¢ canh can nguén thé luc sung man, dé 1én cong
vé thu. Trong 1an dau tién xem Evra thi d4u, ciu éy d4 tién vé canh. Nhung voi tdc do va stc tré,
ching toi tin cau Ay pht hop véi vi tri hau vé canh trong so d6 ciia chiing t6i. Kha ning tan cong cua

Evra ciing twong ddi t6t. Cau dy nhanh nhen, ki thuat 6n va phong cach thi ddu manh mé.

T6i nghi tit ca cac CPV United déu nhd, Evra c6 man ra mat trong tran derby thanh Manchester &
Eastlands. D6 1a mot tham hoa. Ban hoan toan c6 thé doc dugc suy nghi cta éy: “Minh ¢ day lam gi
vay?”. Nhung roi cudi cting, cdu Ay ciing thich nghi va bat dau phat trién. Heinze thi khac, toi nghi cau
éy mubn mot ban hop déng mdéi. Mot nam sau, cau éy dé nghi dugc ra di. Trong chuyén lam khac &

Villareal, nguoi dai dién cta Heinze da dén va dé cap nguyén vong cua cau ay.

Sau hom day, moi thir dién ra theo mdt chiéu hudng khac. Cau ay dinh chin thuong ning. Ching toi da
lam tat ca dé gitip d& cau Ay. Chung toi giri cau Ay sang TAy Ban Nha dé phuc hoi chn thuong trong
sau thang. M6t ndm sau, cau éy tro lai. Nhung roi cudi thang Muo1 Hai, cau éy tiép tuc do1 héi mot
ban hop d6ng méi. Khi chan thwong hoan toan lanh lin, cau dy dung ngudi dai dién dén gip David
Gill. Chung t6i d3 thong nhat, cau Ay s& roi CLB véi gia 9 triéu bang. Liverpool 1a d6i bong dau tién

nhay vao cudc dua nay.

Véi mbi thu dich gitra hai dg1, khong do1 nao Manchester United lai ban cau thu cho Liverpool, va
nguoc lai. Heinze hiéu diéu nay. Nguoi dai dién ctia Henize sau d6 ¢ gang dua van dé nay ra toa.
Trong ltic d6, cha tich ctia Crystal Palace da thong bao cho David Gill biét rang, c6 ngudi dai dién
cho Heinze dé nghi ho mua cdu 4y, va ban lai cho Liverpool. Ching tdi sir dung thong tin nay nhu 13
mot bang ching. Toa an di dimg vé phia ching t6i. Va cudi cung, ching t6i dé cau 4y ti Real
Madrid.



Chting t6i mang vé Alan Smith v6i gia 7 triéu bang, hoi thang Nam nim 2004. Leeds gip kho khin vé
tai chinh va d6 14 1y do ho dé cau Ay ra di. Toi rat thich Alan. Cau ay choi dugc ¢ kha nhiéu vi tri:
tién vé phai, tién vé trung tAm, va ca tién dao nita. Phong cach cta cdu ay kha giéng Mark Hughes:
khong phai 1a mot cd may ghi ban, nhung rat hiru dung v&i toan doi. Alan di co nhiing tran dau xuat
sic cho ching toi. Nhung toi nhd nhéat vé cau ay, chinh 1a chan thwong trong tran dau gap Liverpool.
N6 thuc sy khing khiép.

Gan nhu khong thé nhan ra chan ctia cdu Ay nita. Bobby Charlton nhin mit lo lang. Trai nguoc hoan
toan, Alan to ra kha binh than. Ciu 4y ngdi trén san ma khong boc 16 cam xtic gi. Phan tng ctia Alan
gitp t6i hiéu rang ngudng chiu dau ctia cau ay cao hon moi ngudi rat nhiéu. That kho tin, cau ay gip
mot trong nhitng chan thuong kinh khing nhat ciia bong da, nhung khong t6 ra dau dén. D6 1a nhiing gi

t6i nhd vé Alan: mot tay cuc ky diing cam.

Cau 4y ciing 1udn thé hién sy chuyén nghiép hang ngay. Nhung khi phong d6 di xudng, that kho dé cau
ay tru lai trong doi hinh. Newcastle dé nghi 6 triéu bang, va chiing toi dé cau Ay ra di.

Tién vé phong ngu 13 vi tri cudi cing ma ching t6i st dung cdu 4y. D xoac bong tt, tranh chip bong
moi noi, nhung cau Ay lai khong thé doc tran dau nhu nhitng nguoi gitt nhip thuc thu. Qué trinh thay thé
Roy Keane budc ching t6i can nhitng cau thii c6 thé choi bao san, giong nhu Owen Hargeaves da thuc
hién. Alan khong thi d4u nhu vay. Nhung du thé nao di nita, ciu éy van 1a mot cau thu tot, that tha va
c6 khat khao thi ddu cho chiing toi. Toi can mot thoi gian dai dé thuyét phuc rang toi khong thé dam

bao vi tri cho cau ay.

Louis Saha, cdu 4y dén v6i chung toi tir Fulham vao thang Mot nim 2004. Nhung nhitng chan thuong
dai ding da 1am khd cau 4y, va ca ching t6i nita. Ching t6i tirng theo ddi cau ay khi con & Metz, nhung
nhirng bao cao luc d6 khong du dé thuyét phuc ching toi. Tuy nhién, khi khoac 4o Fulham dung d6
United, cau éy ludn khién chung to1 vat va. Toi con nhd, trong tran dau thudc khuon kho FA Cup ¢
Craven Cottage, ciu ay vuot qua Wes Brown ¢ sat dudng bién ngang, ting toc vé phia khung thanh
trude khi chuyén lai, va Fulham ghi ban. Ké tir khoanh khic d6, ching t6i lién tuc dé mat tGi cau ay.
Thang M6t nim 2004, ching t6i da dua ra 101 dé nghi.

Thuong thao voi Mohammed Fayed, chii s¢ hitu cia Fulham, 1a mot qua trinh phire tap. Sau vai lan

mic ca, d6i bén da thong nhat mirc gia: 12 triéu bang.



Néu xét tat ca nhirng tién dao chiing t6i tirng s& hitu, khi n6i vé kha ning (thudn hai chan, khong chién
t6t, strc bat, toc do, strc manh), Saha luén duoc dénh gia khd cao. Cau dy 1a mbi nguy hiém thuong
truc. Nhung roi chan thuong da thay doi tat ca, mot ton that 1on véi ching toi. Tham chi, nhitng chan
thuong ctia cau ay khong duoc tinh bang tudn, ma nd phai tinh bang thang. Ly do t6i ban cau ay khéng
phai van dé vé trinh do, ma 13 toi khong thé xay dung 16i choi xung quanh cdu Ay. That dang tiéc, boi
c4u Ay van kha tré, nhung chinh nhitng chin thwong khién t6i khong thé nghi khac.

boi lac, cau ay qua chan nan ma tirng nghi t&1 chuyén gidi nghé. “Cau con tré, dirng bo cudc chi vi

nhitng chin thuong. Cau hay kién nhan. N6 s& khong kéo dai mii mai dau,” t6i khuyén nhi Saha.

Saha nghi rang cdu ay da khién chiing t6i that vong. Cau 4y da nhan tin cho t6i. T6i phai c¢b gang giai
thich rang d6 chi 14 su den dui, va trong suét lich sir bong da thi khong hiém truong hop nhu vay. Viv
Anderson 12 mot vi du. Trong bon nim & Arsenal, cau Ay chi bo 15 bén tran. Mua giai dau tién &
United, ciu 4y ciing ra san thuong xuyén. Nhung roi sau do, cau Ay phai ngdi ngoai lién tuc. Ching toi
danh dé Viv t6i Sheffield Wendesday dudi dang chuyén nhugng ti do, noi hau nhu cau ay khong vang
mit tran ddu ndo trong ba nam. Toi van thudng dua cdu dy: “T6i nghi cau khong mudn choi cho t6i.”

Thuc ra, Viv 1a mot fan trung thanh cua United.

Louis hiéu rang nhitng chan thwong anh hudng nghiém trong t&i phong d6 ctia cau ay. Carlos di dé ra
gido an kéo dai hai tuan, nham gitp cdu ay hoan toan sin sang. Chung toi giai thich ké hoach nay cho
Saha va cau éy rat quyét tam thuc hién tron ven. Thir Sau, mot ngay trude khi tran d4u dién ra, Saha
budc t6i va ndi cau Ay cam thdy khong 6n & gan kheo. Chiing t6i hiéu rang d6 13 nhitng gi tot nhat c6

thé lam. Va nim 2008, ching t6i dong y dé cau ay téi Everton.

Everton hoc tip phuwong phap cua ching t6i, va c¢b ging dua Louis 1én tim c6 thé khién cdu 4y tu tin.
Ap luc phai choi bong cho Manchester United ciing dugc loai bo. Cau éy thue su 1a mot tién dao cim
nguy hiém. Pic biét voi man trinh dién ¢ mua giai 2009/10, t6i nghi cau Ay xtng ddng c6 mot xuat dy
World Cup cung Phép.

Mua giai 2003/04, ching to1 két thiic & vi tri thtr ba, sau mot Arsenal kh()ng-thé-dénh—bai. Nhung, do6
khong phai 1a mot nim trang tay. Chung tdi c6 chitc vo dich FA Cup sau chién thing 3-0 trudc
Millwall. Ronaldo di toa sang & tran dau do, véi cti danh dau md ty s, trude khi Van Nistelrooy 1ap

ct dap, trong d6 c6 mot ban tir chAm phat dén.



<Hét chwong VII>

Chuwong VIII: Ronaldo

Cristiano Ronaldo 1a cau thu tai nang nhat ma to1 ting dan dat. Cau ay xuat sac hon tat ca nhirng hoc
trd gidi nhat ma toi timg c6 tai United. Chi duy nhat mot vai ngudi du tai ning xép canh cdu dy 13 cip
doi trudng thanh tir 10 dao tao ctia cau lac bo — Paul Scholes va Ryan Giggs. Bo1 vi ho c¢6 nhitng dong
gop phi thuong cho Manchester United trong sudt hai thip ky. Su bén bi, long trung thanh va 16i séng
grong mau khién ho trd nén dic biét.

United d& dé mat thay phu thily cia minh, Cristiano, vao tay Real Madrid. Nhung chung toi ludn tran
trong khoang thoi gian ma ciu Ay dong gop cho Quy D6 véi niém tyr hio va 1ong biét on chan thanh.
Trong sau mua giai cting United tir 2003 dén 2009, cau ay ghi dugc 118 ban thing trong 292 tran dau,
gianh mdt danh hi¢u vo dich Champions League, ba Clip Premier League, mot Ctip FA va hai Cap
Lién doan. Cau dy da ghi ban ¢ trdn Chung két Champions League véi Chelsea tai Moscow va gop

madt trong tran Chung két mot 1an nira 12 thang sau do, ddi dau v4i Barcelona tai Roma.

Tai nang dac biét cia Ronaldo duogc thé hién tir san tap Carrington dén d6i hinh Mot, dua doi bong
qua thoi ky kho khin & giita thap ky 2000. Ching t6i da gitip Ronaldo tré nén xuat sac nhu hién gid va

cau Ay ciing tim lai cam hirmg cho Manchester United.

Madrid da chi téi1 80 tri¢u bang dé c6 duoc cau éy va ban c6 biét tai sao khong? D6 1a cach dé
Florentino Pérez, vi chil tich ctia ho, tuyén bd vdi thé gidi rang: “Chiing t6i 1a Real Madrid, chiing toi
14 cau lac bd vi dai nhat”. Po6 1a mot budce di thong minh cua Real va cling dé khéng dinh muc tiéu

lubn theo dudi nhirng cau thi ndi tiéng nhit cta ho.

Ramoén Calderdn, ngudi tién nhiém cta Pérez, da tuyén bd trude bao gidi mot nim vé trude rang ngay
nao d6 Cristiano s& trd thanh cau thu cua Real Madrid. T6i biét chic néu nhu ho ¢6 thé dit 1én ban
dam phan 80 triéu bang, cdu 4y sé& ra di. Chung toi khéng thé ngin can udc mudn quay trd vé ban déo
Iberia ctia cau Ay va khoac 1én minh mau 4o trang huyén thoai nhu nhitng Di Stefano hay Zidane da
tirng. Su that vé viéc quan 1y Ronaldo, hay rat nhiéu tai ning khac da dén Manchester United khi con ¢
tudi thiéu nién: ban c6 thé gidm sat ho mot cach kha dé dang trong nhitng nim dau khi ho chua 13 biéu
twong toan cau, luc ho dang trén dudng phat trién ban than. Khi ho di 1a mot siéu sao thé gigi, nhu

Ronaldo, ban phai tu hd1 minh mot cau héi nhu Carlos Queiroz va t6i da tirng ban luan rat nhiéu lan:



“Chung ta ¢6 thé gitr chan Cristiano Ronaldo trong bao 14u nira?”.

Carlos d tién doan rat dang nhitng gi da xay ra. Ong 4y noi voi toi: “Alex, néu ong c6 thé gilt chan
cau ta trong ndm nam thi d6 1a mot ky tich déy. Chua c6 tién 1é nao cho mot cau thit B6 Dao Nha ra
nude ngodi thi dau tir tudi 17 va & lai d6 qua nam nam”. Thuc té thi ching t6i ¢ cau ay trong vong

sau ndm. Champions League va ba chirc vo dich qudc gia 13 thanh qua 4n twong.

Khi kha nang Ronaldo ra di 16n hon, t61 da dat mét thoa thuan miéng véi cau éy. To1 té1 nha cua
Carlos ¢ Bo Pao Nha va biét dugc rang cau ay dang dé dat mong mudn duoc chuyén t6i Real Madrid.
T6i da noi voi cau dy: ”Cau khong thé ra di trong ndm nay, nhit 13 sau cai cach tiép can ctia Calderén.
T6i biét khat khao khoac 40 Real Madrid cua cu. Nhung t6i tha 14y sung ban chinh cau hon 13 ban
cau di vao luc nay. Néu nhu ciu van thi dau tot, khong ndi loan va cau lac bod nao d6 dé nghi mot mirc
gia ky luc thi t6i s& dé caura di”. Toi ciing d truyén tai théng diép nay toi dai dién ctia Ronaldo,

Jorge Mendes.

Loi thuyét phuc di thanh cong. Toi chi rd nguyén nhan tir chdi ban cau Ay ngay trong ndm nay 13 vi
Calderén: “Néu toi 1am vay, danh du ctia to1 s¢€ mat hét, moi tht cla toi cling ti€u tan, to1 coO thé khong
cho cdu ra san va ném 1én khan dai. Moi thir s& khong di xa dén vy, nhung t6i phai cho cau biét rang

to1 s€ khong dé cau di trong nam nay”’.

T6i da thong bao chi tiét budi ndi chuyén voi David Gill, roi ong dy truyén lai cho nha Glazer. Chac
han Real Madrid ciing biét chuyén nay. Vao thoi diém do, t6i nhu chét diéng khi biét nhiing chi tiét
trong ban hop dong ctia chiing t61 véi Ronaldo c6 thé bi tudn ra ngoai. Chang t6i dd canh bao
Cristiano nhitng hé qua c6 thé xay dén. Toi khong tin cu Ay lai tiét 16 nhitng diéu d6 véi Real Madrid.
May mén cho c4u 4y khi c6 Jorge Mendes 1a dai dién ctia minh, t6i c6 thé néi rang 6ng ay 1a ngudi dai
dién tuyét voi nhat ma t6i dugce biét dén. Ong ay rat trach nhiém, ludn quan tim dén cau tha cia minh
va cong bang véi cac cau lac bo. Toi cam nhin dugc su lo lang ctia 6ng ay néu Cristiano chuyén t6i

Tay Ban Nha. Jorge so Real s& “chiém” 1ay Ronaldo. Mdi nha méi gi6i 1a mot con ngudi khic nhau.

Piéu ma t6i luén nhé vé Ronaldo 13 ngay ca khi c6 mot tran dau khong t6t, cdu 4y van ludn tao ra it
nhat ba co hoi ghi ban. Moi tran dau. Trong hang nai cac bang hinh tai liéu, ban khong thé tim duoc
bat ky tran nao nao ma cau éy khong kién tao duoc ba co hoi sang sua. Cau éy s& hiru tai nang siéu
pham. To1 co thé ké ra moi tht: thai d6 tap luyén chuyén nghiép, strc manh, su can dam, k¥ nang hoan

hao v&i hai chin, kha ning khong chién.



Trong nhitng ngiy dau tién & day, khong thé phu nhan Ronaldo thi d¢au hoi “mau me”. Nhitng danh gia
khéng cong bang day ray xung quanh ciu ay. Nhung Ronaldo da thay d6i. Mot khia canh ma nhitng
nguoi chi trich thuong xuyén bo qua 1a téc do ciia cau ay. Véi mot ngudi chay ¢ toc do cao nhu vy,
ban chi can cham khé 1a du khién ho loang choang. Kha ning thing bang ciia con nguoi ciing khong du
dé dimg vitng & tbc do nhanh bat thudng d6. Mot pha pham 18i vao chin, hay mdt ct cui chd vao man
sudn sé lam cau tha té ngd. Boi vay, that khong cong bang khi danh gia thip kha ning giit can bang khi

chay tdc d6 cao ctia Ronaldo.

Trong nhitng ngiy dau tién & day, t6i thira nhan Ronaldo “thé hién” qua mirc va Carlos di phai day do
cau dy vat va. Ong ay lién tuc nhic nhd Cristiano: “Cau chi tré thanh mot cau thu gioi khi moi ngudi
ngoai Old Trafford cong nhan diéu do6. La cau tha tot nhit d6i v4i chiing t6i thoi thi chua du. Khi bat
dau biét chuyén, biét tat, dén thoi diém thich hop, d6i thu s& khong thé bat bai dugc cau. Va khi d6

nhitng cai tén xuat sac ra doi”.

Lic ay, d6i thi hiéu cach d6i phé véi Ronaldo. Ho biét cau ay sé giir khu khu trai bong ma thi.
Nhung néu xem lai ban thdng cta Cristiano trong tran Ban két Champions League véi Arsenal, ban s&
thay su thay d6i 16n lao. United phan cong nhanh, Ronaldo giat got cho Park Ji-sung va c6 mit & vong

cAm d6i ban trong vong chin gidy. Vang, ciu 4y chi mat chin gidy dé dua trai bong vao ludi.

Do 1a su doi thay chong mit ctia cau nhoc ngay nio thich phd dién nhung bat luc trong viéc thuyét
phuc moi ngudi vé tai ning cia minh. Rat nhidu cAu thi gidi phai chirng minh kha ning va khéng mot
ai co thé ha guc Ronaldo trén hanh trinh nay. Dl bao nhiéu 1an bi d6n ngd hay choi xau trong tran dau,
cau Ay van giit vé thach thirc: “Cac nguoi khong thé loai toi khoi cude choi nay, i 1a Ronaldo”. Cau
éy c6 mot long can dam phi thuong va su tu tin bat diét vao chinh minh. Cau éy tu nang cao ban than,
trong tiém thirc ctia t6i va rat nhiéu nhitng cau tha United khac, tdi diém ma tit ca moi ngudi xung

quanh déu phai né phuc.

Cac déng ddi rat nhiét tinh véi Ronaldo mdi lac tap luyén. Ho giup do cau éy hoc hoi. Lan dau bi don
ngd tai Carrington, cdu y da hét 1én kinh hoang “Aaggh!”. Nhung cac ciu thu con lai khong hé nuwong
chan. Ronaldo nhanh chéng nhan ra rang khong nén kéu gio nhu thé nira. Su théng minh d gitp cau
ay. Ronaldo 1a mot chang trai vo cung sang da. Mot khi nhan ra khong ai san sang 1am khan gia nghe
minh ho hét va dién kich, cau éy durng lai va tu dong loai n6 khoi céc tran dau. Trong mua giai cudi

cung & United, Ronaldo c6 vai 1an phan Gng véi ddi phuong dé nhan nhitng qua d4 phat, nhung khong



hé nhiéu hon céc cau thu khac. Trong tran dau vd1 Bolton ndm 2008, cau ay dugce trao mdt qua penalty
“ma”. Cong bang ma noi, cau ay khong dong kich dé c6 duge co hoi do. No chi 1a mdt sai lam cta
ngudi “cam can nay myc”. Hau vé doi phuong da xoac bong hop 1¢ va khién Ronaldo nga. Nguoi

dang bi ché trach khong phai Ronaldo ma 1a trong tai ctia tran ddu nay, Rob Styles.

Du nhiéu doi bong tuyén b tirng ¢ co hdi ky hop dong v6i Ronaldo (Real Madrid va Arsenal) nhung
United c6 mot mdi lién hé mat thiét voi Sporting Lisbon, cau lac b0 dau tién cua cau éy tai Bd Pao
Nha. Chung toi da trao d6i cac huan luyén vién véi nhau dé hoc héi kinh nghiém. Khi Carlos gia nhip
United vao nim 2002, 6ng ay noi vdi toi rang: “Co mdt cau bé tai Sporting ma chiing ta can phai dé

mat dén.”
“A1 vay?” Toi hoi. Bdi vi to1 an twrong vai hai dén ba cau thu ¢ do.

“Ronaldo”, 6ng éy trd 1o1. Chiing toi hiéu rat 1o cau éy. Thoi diém do, Cristiano con thi ddu & vi tri
tién dao cdm. Carlos ndi rang ching t6i phai hanh dong cang sém cang tot vi d6 1a mot cau thu dic
biét. Vi thé, toi da ctr Jim Ryan téi xem Sporting Lisbon tap luyén nhu mdt phan trong thoa thuan gitra
hai cau lac bo. Jim trd vé va ndi: “Troi, t6i da ching kién cdu ta thi dau. Toi nghi cdu Ay 1a mdt cau
thu chay canh, nhung dang thi d4u nhu mot tién dao cdm & doi tré. Toi khong thé cho doi 14u hon nita.
Mudi bay tudi 1a du dé ai d6 choi mot canh bac”.

Va United giri 101 dé nghi dén Sporting vé cau bé ky diéu d6. Cau tra 161 nhan duoc 14 ho mudn giir
chan cu ta thém hai nim nita. Toi goi ¥ mot ban hop dong ghi nhé rang sau hai nim, chung i s& dua
cau Ay vé Old Trafford. O thoi diém d6, chung t6i chua hé ndi chuyén véi nguoi dai dién hay ban than

Ronaldo. N6 don thuan chi 14 budi dam phan giira hai cau lac bo.

Mua hé ndm d6, Carlos chuyén sang din dit Real Madrid, va ching t6i tham gia tour du dau tai M.
Peter Kenyon chia tay, Juan Sebastian Veron ciing roi noi ddy. Mot phan tour du ddu cta ching t6i 1a
tran ddu véi Sporting Lisbon trong 1& khanh thanh san van dong méi ctia ho, noi duoc chon lam dija
diém thi dau ctia EURO 2004.

Vay 1a chung t6i téi B6 Dao Nha. John O'Shea duoc sap xép da hau vé phai. Moi nguoi cir dén dai vi
tri d6 ctia Gary Neville nhung thue su 1a John O’Shea. Ronaldo c6 dudng chuyén dau tién va toi phai
hét 1én vo1 John: “Lay chta, John, bét chat léy cauta”.



John nhiin vai, sy boi ro1, hoang mang thé hi¢n trén khudn mit cta cau ay. Nhirng cau thu khac trén

bang ghé du bi ciing khong kim dugc: “Khi that, hudn luyén vién oi, gi kia dic biét day”.

T6i tran an: “Khong sao dau, tat ca da nam trong tinh toan cua t6i”. Loi néi nhu thé toi di ky hop dong
v6i Ronaldo tir muoi ndm trude vay. Toi goi Albert, ngudi phu trach trang phuc thi dau ctia d6i: “Ong
chay ngay 1én khu vuc 1anh dao va bao Kenyon xudng gip t6i vao gid nghi giira hai hiép”. Va roi toi
noi voi Peter: “Chung ta s& khong roi khoi day cho dén khi c6 duge chir ky cua ciu dy”.

“Cau ay co xuit sic dén vay khong?” Kenyon hoi.
“John O’Shea dang phat dién kia kia”, Toi dirt khoat. “Ky hop dong véi cau Ay ngay”.

Kenyon téi néi chuyén véi quan chirc bén phia Lisbon va xin quyén thwong thao voi Ronaldo. Ho
canh bao chung t6i Real Madrid da dé nghi mirc phi tim triéu bang.

“Vay thi trd ho chin tri¢u”, T61 16n giong.

Ronaldo dang & tang dudi trong mdt cin phong nhd véi ngudi dai dién ctia cau dy. Ching toi bay to

mong muén duoc thdy cau dy thi diu cho Manchester United. Trudc mit Jorge Mendes, toi tuyén bo:
“To1 phai no1 trudce, cau s€ chua dugc choi bong hang tudn, nhung cau s€ ¢6 mat trong Bo1 Mot. T61
khéng may may nghi ngd diéu d6. Cauméi 17 tudi, can mot khoang thoi gian dé thich nghi. Chung toi

s€ cham so6c cau”.

Mot chiée may bay riéng da dugc thué cho Ronaldo, me va chi gai cau éy, Jorge Mendes va luat su
clia cau dy dén Anh trong ngay hom sau. Chung toi phai hoan thanh ban hop dong ndy cang sém cang
t6t. Toc do 1a diéu tbi quan trong. To1 tirng ty minh d1 “trinh sat”, vao mdt budi sang thir Bay tai
Glasgow. Va khi ¢ vi tri d6, toi s& luén ndi voi nhirng cau thi “lot vao mat xanh™: “That tuyét voi khi

c6 thé tim dugc mot ai d6 ma ban biét chic phu hop vd1 chuyén nay”.

T6i tirng xem bd phim “Nanh trang” duoc chuyén thé theo cudn sach cung tén cua Jack London vé
chuyén di tim vang t&i Klondike. N6 rat gidng véi cong viée ctia ngudi tuyén trach. Ban dang thudng
thirc bong da vao sang thir Bay va phat hién ra mot George Best, mot Ryan Giggs hay mdt Bobby

Charlton. P6 chinh 1a cam giac cua to1 khi & Lisbon. Mot su soi rang.



Qua thuc su phén khich, su cho doi cua t61 da dang 1én dén tot cung. Lan gﬁn nhAt toi c6 cam glac nay
13 d6i véi Paul Gascoigne. Luc dy, Newcastle dang chién dau gianh suit tru hang va Gascoigne dinh
chan thwong. United hanh quan dén St James’ Park trong ngay L& Phuc sinh. T6i xép Norman
Whiteside va Remi Moses ¢ trung tAm hang tién vé, bo d6i nay khong hé dé choi. Ban kho c6 thé maa
may trudc mit ho. Nhung riéng Gascoigne thi khac, cdu 4y x6 hang roi lira bong qua Moses nhur mot
dura tré ngay trude mit toi. Toi bay ra khoi khu vire hudn luyén, ho hét: “Pudi theo gi kia nhanh

A 2

1én...

au da iteside va Moses ¢0 gang lay an turong voi Gascoigne ¢ muon no1 cau ay da da
Sau day, Whitesid M 1 tuong voi G nhu th : da danh
gi4 sai doi thu roi day. Ho san sang “day” lai mgt bai hoc cho tién vé ciia Newcastle nhung Gascoigne

ctr nhe nhang vuot qua.

Chung t6i da ¢ gang dé co duoc chit ky ctia ciu ay vao mua hé naim d6. Nhung cudi cling, Newcastle
d3 ban Gascoigne cho Tottenham. Khi chirng kién mot tai ning ngay trudc mat, ban biét d6 1a cam giac
ban s& kiém tim trong sudt sy nghiép huan luyén ctia minh. Kham pha ra diéu nay da thoi thic toi ky

hop ddng v6i Gascoigne ngay lap tirc.

V&i Ronaldo thi nguoc lai, Kenyon da lam rat tot. Toi cam nhan rang Sporting khéng mudn ban cau iy
cho mot cau lac bd Tay Ban Nha. Hop déng duoc ky két chong vanh, voi té)ng chi phi khoang 12 triéu
bang cung voi diéu kién duy nhat, néu chung tdi ban Ronaldo thi Sporting s& 12 doi bong duoc vu tién
mua lai. Vai ngay trudc khi ban Ronaldo cho Real, tdi goi cho Sporting va thong bao ho c6 thé ¢ ciu

ay vo1 mie gia 80 triéu bang, Khong ngac nhién khi chang to séc nao duoc ky ca.

Cudc séng méi cua Ronaldo khéi dau tai Cheshine, me va chi gai da di cung cau éy. D6 han 1a mot
diéu tot lanh. Nhu nhirng gi ban cho do1, me Ronaldo 1uon che chd cho cau éy. Ba tot tinh va théng
than, khong hé diéu bo. Roi t6i giai thich cho Ronaldo riang Lyn va Barry Moorhouse sé& coi soc gitp
gia dinh cdu ay vé moi thtr trong nha, tai khoan ngan hang va nhiéu thir khac. Ching t6i di bb tri cho
ho mét can ho kin dao, g@m khu Alderley Edge va ho 6n dinh rat nhanh.

Sau tran ddu voi Sporting Lisbon, United trd vé trén chiée phi co cua doi Dallas Cowboys, ho cho
chiing t6i thué tron mula hé nay. Ferdinand, Giggs, Scholes va Neville lién tuc néi vé Ronaldo trong

subt chuyén bay: “Hay ky hop dong voi cau y, hiy ky hop dong véi cau ay!”.

Vi thé, Ronaldo budc vao Carrington nhan thirc dugc ré“mg tAt ca cac cau thu khac da biét tat tan tat vé



cau ay va hiéu cau ay xuat sac dén nhuong nao. T61 nghi di€u doé rat ¢ ich.

Man ra mat ctia Ronaldo dén tir bang ghé du bj trong tran dau voi Bolton trén san nha Old Trafford
vao ngay 16 thang Tam nam 2003. Cac hiu v¢ cta Bolton nhu veo suon trude cac pha ddo bong cua
cau dy. Hau vé phai doi khach cudp duoc bong cia Ronaldo ¢ gifta san, nhung cdu ay dung diy ngay

va tiép tuc xin bong. Ngay 1ap tirc. Toi tham nhu: “Du thé ndo ciu Ay ciing phai c6 bong”.

Ngay phit tiép theo Ronaldo bi kéo ngi va United dugc hudng mot qua penalty. Nhung Van
Nistelrooy di sut hong. Roi sau d6, Ronaldo di chuyén sang bén canh phai va co hai duong tat bong
nguy hiém, mot trong s d6 dén chan Scholes, ngudi da chuyén cho Nistelrooy, cii sit cta tién dao
ngudi Ha Lan lai bi chin boi tha mon Bolton, nhung Giggs da c6 mat ding luc dé dua bong vao 1uéi.
Pam dong trén khan dai dang sau khung thanh doi khach hoa ro nhu thé dang ciru thé xuat hién ngay
trude mit ho vay. Ronaldo dd gy anh hudng rat 16n 18n cac co dong vién cua United ma chura ai ting
1am duoc ké tir sau Eric Cantona. Ronaldo c6 thé khéng bao gid duoc stng bai nhu Cantona, béi vi

Eric c¢6 mot ma luc than ky, nhung tai ning ctia Ronaldo 13 khong thé phu nhan.

Ban thing ma Ronaldo ghi duoc ¢ tran dau véi Arsenal tai ban két Champions League nim 2009
khang dinh kha ning ctia cdu Ay trong cac trudng hop phan cong. Trai bong di chuyén tir chan Park cho
Rooney 16i t6i Ronaldo véi tbe do kinh hoang. T6i luén néi voi Ronaldo rang: “Khi chay 1én tham gia
thn cong, hay kéo dai sai chan ctua cau”. Boi khi kéo dai sai chan, ban lam cham ban than va tinh toan
thoi gian ki hon. Ban c6 it két ndi voi co thé luc bit te nhung khi giam cudng dd xudng, ndo bo s&

hoat dong tot hon. Ronaldo d4 1am dung nhu vdy. Ban thiy roi ddy.

Vao mua xuan 2004, trudce tran chung két Cup FA ¢ Cardiff, noi ma chung t61 da danh bai Millwall
v6i ty s6 3 -0, Walter Smith, nguoi trd thanh trg 1y cho toi tir thang Ba, hoi t6i vé trinh d0 tai ning ctia
tit ca cac cau thi ma United co.

“Ronaldo 14 cau thi nhu thé nao?”” Ong ta hoi ”Pé ¢6 phai 1a mot cau tha gioi khong?”

TO1 tra 1o1: “Tat nhién ro1, khong thé tin no1, ké ca ¢ trén khong, cau ay 1a mot chuyén gia khong

chién”.

Walter to vé ngd vire: “Ong khong ngirng noi véi ti vé kha ning khong chién tuyét voi ciia Ronaldo.

T6i d4 nhin thdy cdu Ay choi dau mot vai 1an trong khi luyén tap, nhung trong tran d4u tht thi chwa bao



gio”.
Tht Bay tiép theo, trong tran dau voi Birmingham, Ronaldo di ghi ban bang mdt pha danh dau khong

thé can pha. Toi quay sang Walter. “Vang, t6i biét, toi biét roi”, ong 4y sot sang.

To1 da xem Millwall danh bai Sunderland trong tran Ban két vé noi voi cac cong su: “Tim Cahill 1a
mot cau thi khong t6i”. Cau ta khéng qua tai ning trong viéc diéu khién trai bong, nhung co thé lién tuc
lam r6i loan hang phong ngu doi phuong. Khi d6, ban ¢ thé mua Cahill véi gia mot triéu bang. Cau
ay s& ghi nhiéu ban thang hon néu duoc choi cho mdt d6i bong chat luong. Dennis Wise thi thi dau day
quyét liét trong tran dau d6. Co nhiéu cau thu khac ciing thi ddu quyét liét nhu Wise trong nhitng nim
qua, kiéu cau thi khién ban phai cau nguyén: “Cau Chaa con van ¢ thé tiép tuc choi bong”. Wise s&
khong thé ton tai trong thé gidi bong da trude kia, toi dam bao. Nhung diéu ndy ciing khong miy quan
trong, b&d1 Ronaldo da huy di¢t Millwall ngay hom doé.

United ting ddi mit vi mot sy viée vé chinh trj ¢6 lién quan dén Ronaldo. Puong nhién, né diénra &
ky World Cup 2006, khi cau 4y nhiy mit v&i cac cau thi trén bang ghé dy bi ctia B4 Pao Nha sau tinh
hubng Wayne Rooney dim vao ngudi Ricardo Carvalho. Diéu nay 1am ddy 1én kha ning vé moi bat
hoa giita Ronaldo va Rooney va rang ho s& khong thé ndo choi canh nhau dugc nita. Tuy nhién,
Ronaldo di duoc ciru boi mot Rooney rat hao hiép. Toi da nhan tin cho Rooney va bao cau dy goi lai.
Cau 4y dé nghi s& lam mot budi phong van chung véi Ronaldo dé chirg minh ca hai van hoa thuan.
Ngay hém sau, t6i hoi y kién Mick Phelan va éng 4y cho rang hanh dong d6 hoi mang tinh gia tao. Toi
cling dong . Nhung quan trong 13 su rong lwong ciia Rooney di 1am Ronaldo 4n twgng. Cu ay da
nghi khong thé nio quay vé Manchester dugc nita. Rooney con goi dién vai 1an dé ¢am bao cho
Ronaldo.

Pay khong phai 12 1an dau hai dong doi tai United va cham nhau & ddi tuyén quéc gia. Toi s& dua céac
ban vé tran ddu gitra Scotland va Anh nam 1965, tran dau tién khoac 40 Tam Su cua Nobby Stiles.
Denis Law dang dung trong hang cua doi tuyén Scotland, Nobby budc qua va noi: “Chiic nhitng diéu
tot 1anh nhat, Denis”. Nobby than twgng Denis nhung nhan dugc ciu tra 1o 1am dng choang vang:
“Bién di, gd nguoi Anh niy, chinh cau ddy”.

Pung, Ronaldo ¢6 chay vé phia trong tai dé yéu cau ong phat Rooney, diéu thuong thy trong bong da
hién dai. Nhung Ronaldo chi nghi mot diéu duy nhat khi d6: gianh chién thing cho dat nuéc ciia minh.

Cau ay khong c6 thoi gian nghi vé viéc choi cho Man United mua giai sau. D6 1a mot tran dau tai



World Cup.

Nhung diu sao, Ronaldo ciing hdi tiéc vi hanh dong d6. Cai nhay mat di bj hiéu sai y. Huan luyén
vién Scolari da yéu cau Ronaldo tranh xa cac rac rdi c6 thé xay ra nén hanh dong nay khong nham bay
to su hai 1ong voi chiée thé do ctia Rooney. Tbi tin tudng Ronaldo khi cdu Ay pht nhan cai nhay mat

c6 ham ¥ nhu: “T6i giai quyét chuyén nay roi, hin ta nhan thé do”.

Chung t61 gap nhau va an trua tai mot biét thu & B6 Dao Nha. J orge Mendes cling c6 mat. Rooney da
goi cho 6ng Ay dé thay doi nhitng suy nghi tiéu cuc ctia Ronaldo va gitip cdu ay giai téa cing thang,
T6i n6i v6i Cristiano: “Cau 1a mot trong nhirng cau thi diing cam nhit d3 t6i thi ddu cho Manchester
United, nhung ra di vao lGc ndy s& 13 hén nhat”. Toi goi lai tinh huéng cia Beckham ndm 1998: “Né
cling giéng y hét v4i tinh canh ctia cau lac nay. Ho coi Beckham nhu mot ké t9i dd, ho treo hinh ndm

cau Ay bén ngoai nhitng quan rugu & London. Nhung cau dy da dung trai bong dé phan dbi lai tat ca”.

Tran ddu d4u tién cua Beckham sau tai nan khong thé tha thir d6 1a chuyén 1am khach toi West Ham —
noi toi té nhat ¢ thé sau tran dau kinh hoang véi doi tuyén Anh — va Beckham d choi rat tot. “Cau
phai vuot qua diéu nay”, t6i néi voi Ronaldo. Cudce hanh quén tiép theo t&i London ctia Ronaldo 13
v6i dbi thu Chalton vao tdi thir Tu. T6i bat dau tran ddu tir khu ki thuat, noi ma mot ¢6 dong vién doi
nha da hét 1én ling ma: “Thang khon Bo Pao Nha!”. D6 1a cau lich su nhat. Nam phut trudc gid nghi
giai lao, Ronaldo nhan bong, di bong k¥ thuat qua bon cau thi d6i phuong va sut bong tring mép dudi
xa ngang. Anh chang ban niy ngoi im & tinh huéng nay nhu bi xep hoi. C6 1& hin nghi nhitng 101 la 6

chi tiép thém strc manh cho Ronaldo.

Ronaldo sau d6 6n dinh, thi dau tot trong phan dau mua giai va hoa hop vdi Rooney. Pang nao thi
Rooney ciing phai nhan thé do, cong bang ma noi thi sy can thiép ctia Ronaldo ciing chang mang lai loi
ich gi. T6i cam thiy rat nhe nhdm khi su viéc ndy qua di ma United van gitt chin dugc Ronaldo dé rdi

tién 1én gianh chirc vo dich Champions League 2008 & Moscow.

Mua he 2012, t6i c6 nhan 161 tham du chuong trinh Hoi & Péap duoc dan boi Dan Walker cia dai
BBC cung véi Peter Schmeichel va Sam Allardyce. Mgt cau héi dugc dua ra: “Ai XUt sic hon,
Ronaldo hay Messi?” Téi tra 101 ”Nén tang thé lyc ctia Ronaldo t6t hon Messi, cdu ay gioi khong
chién hon, nhanh hon va thuén ca hai chan. Messi 1a mdt tai nang thién bam, trai bong nhu c6 phép
thuat khi duogc dat vao chan cau éy, nhu thé né duoc dit chan mot chiée girong 16ng vii vay. Kha nang

thing bang ctia ciu dy that dang kinh ngac”.



Schmeichel thi cho rang Ronaldo c¢6 thé choi cho mdt doi bong tim trung trong khi Messi thi khong
thé. P6 12 mot ludn diém t6t. Nhung Messi s& van c6 thé tao nén nhitng dudng bong huyén ao tir doi
chan cta ciu dy. Quan diém cua Peter 1a Messi phy thudc nhiéu vao Xavi va Iniesta. Nhung Ronaldo
cling khong khac nhiéu khi ban xét dén viéc cau ay lién tuc can tiép bong. D3 rat nhiéu lan duoc héi t6i

déu chdng thé tim ra ai 1a cau thu xuat sac nhat, x€p ai vao vi tri thir hai cling 1a sai lam.

Mot diéu quan trong khac d6i véi t6i ngoai viéc Ronaldo da thé hién hét tai ning thién bam trong mau
40 Do 1a chiing t6i van giit lién lac gan giii ngay ca khi cdu ay da chuyén tdi Real. Mot cai két co hiu

trong thé gidi bong d4 ctia nhitng mdi quan hé nhét thoi.

<Hét chuong VIII>

Chuong IX: Roy Keane

Roy Keane 1a miu cau thu tran day nang lugng, quyet tAm va mau Itra, vdi cach ti€p can tran dau cling
nhu thuc hién y dd chién lugc trén sin mot cach déy ban nang. Cau éy 1a cau thi ¢ tAm anh hudng 1on
nhat trong phong thay db trong sudt thoi gian chung t6i 1am viéc cting nhau. Roy luén dam béo nhiing
hoat dong & phong thay do dién ra quy cti ngay ca khi khong ¢ toi. Va mot huan luyén vién khong bao
gior ¢ thé bo qua su tro gitp dic lyc nhu vay tir cau thi cia minh.

Nhung khoang thoi gian Roy roi United nim 2005, mbi quan hé ctia chung toi dd hoan toan do v&. Tbi
c6 rat nhiéu diéu dé noi vé chudi su kién rac roi khién cau Ay gia nhap Celtic. Nhung trudc hét, toi
mudn ndi vé cai cach ma ciu éy tao ra dong luc to 16n khi con thi d4u cho United.

Néu Roy Keane cam thay rang mot cau thu chwa bung hét strc ctia minh, ciu dy sé& ngay lap tirc xuit
hién bén canh va 16i anh ta tr& lai quy dao. P c6 rat nhiéu dong ddi tirng phai hing chiu con thinh nd
duong nhu khong thé tiét ché lai cua cdu Ay. Nhung t6i chua bao gior cam thiy d6 1a mot diéu kho chiu.
Trong sudt su nghiép cAm quan cta minh, chinh nhitng c4 tinh manh mé nhu vay da duy tri duoc phong
do cua doi bong. Bryan Robson, Steve Bruce, Eric Cantona: tit ca déu 1a mau tha Iinh c6 ca tinh manh

me, dam bao toan do1 thuc thi dung ¥ dd cua HLV.

Vio thoi ciia t6i, ngay sau tran dau, thuong thi HLV khong phai ngudi truc tiép chit van cac cau thi vé
nhitng tinh hudng sai 1am. Chinh nhiing dong doi méi 1a nguoi chi ra 16i sai d6, ngay trong phong thay
d6. Tham chi s& c6 nhitng 101 phan nan ca khi moi nguoi con chua kip ngdi 4m chd: “Chinh cau 1am 15

mat co hdi do, cau lam cai quai gi vay...”



Khi con 1a mot cau thi, toi da tung phan nan vdi cac thu mon va hau vé trong mot vai ban thua. Vi vay,
t61 hiéu ring mdi 1an minh bo 1& mdt co hoi thi ngay 1ap tirc s& phai nhan nhitng phan tmg tiéu cuc gip
d6i tir chinh nhitng cau tht phong ngy d6. Pay 1a cai gia cua su thang thin. Nhung ngay nay, cac HLV
da dugc quyén 1én tiéng ngay sau tran dau. Néu ho mudn phan tich, chi trich hay ca ngoi, di c6 budi
hop bao ngin dién ra ngay khi tiéng coi mdn cudc cit 1én. Chi ¢ 10 hay 15 phuat cho nhitng phat biéu
nhung moi thir s& duoc ghi lai va c¢6 nhitng tic dong nhét dinh.

V&i Roy, ddi ltc cau dy dung nhitng xung dot va va cham dé ap dat suy nghi ctia minh 1én toan doi
bong. C6 1an, t6i budc vao phong thay d6, Roy va Ruud van Nistelrooy di & d6 voi tinh hinh rat cang
théng. TAt nhién, ho di duoc nhitng déng doi khac can ngan khoi cude chién. Nhung it nhét, Van
Nistelrooy con dam dung 1én phan Gmg vdi Roy, boi vi khong phai bt cir cau thil ndo ciing dam 1am
diéu do. Roy 13 mot nguoi dang so, mot cé tinh dit doi. Dudng nhu mdi khi tire gian thi cau éy lai co

xu hudng tan cong va dan ap nguoi khac.

T6i cho rang thai d6 cta Roy Keane da thay doi ké tir khi cau ay nhan thiy ban than khong con duy tri
dugc phong do dinh cao. Ca Carlos Queiroz va t61 déu chic chian vé nhan dinh nay. Do diu 4n tudi tac
va nhitng chin thwong, Roy Keane khéng con sung strc nhu trude. Nhung vi 1o ich cua ban thin Roy
cling nhu cua toan doi, chung toi di ¢b ging clng ¢d niém tin va giao nhitng nhiém vu hop 1y hon cho

cau ay.

T6i da ¢ ging thay ddi vai trd cta cau Ay trén san bang cach khuyén khich cau Ay thu hdi bong nhiéu
hon va nhudng phan di chuyén, chay chd cho nhitng dong doi phia trén. Thé nhung, Roy lai muén gop
mit trong moi pha tin cong ctia d6i bong. D6 1a mot pham chat dang quy, & United 1a nhu vay, mdi khi
mot Quy Do ¢ bong, moi cau thi khac sé di chuyén va sin sang hd tro 14n nhau. Roy di qua cai tudi

dé co thé tham gia vao moi dudng tin cong, nhung ciu Ay khong chiu chdp nhan thyc té méi.

C6 thé, cau Ay ciing nhan thirc dugc su thit qua nhing trao doi véi chiing t6i, nhung chap nhan nd
duong nhu lai 13 mili tén nham thang vao niém kiéu hanh cta cdu ay. Roy 12 miu cau thu choi bong chu
yéu dya trén niém cam hing. Trong mua giai cudi ciing choi cho United, Roy da thé hién rd su tut doc
vé thé luc, cau ay cd gang trd lai va 1am tron nhiém vu phong ngu. RS rang d6 khong phai vi tri ua
thich cua cau éy, nhung lam sao ¢co thé khac duoc khi cau éy lién tuc phai vat 1on véi chan thuong

hong, day chang. .. trong khi nhitng thir thach khé khan lién tiép ap dén trén con dudng ctia ching toi.



Nang luong ma Roy c6 dugc trong cac tran dau that 1a phi thuong, nhung khi budc sang tudi 30, that
kho dé cau ay chiu chap nhin rang ciu Ay dang sir dung 16i choi khong phu hop. Khong thé bit ciu Ay
tir bo ban ndng ctia minh, thir d& 1am nén tén tudi ctia Roy trong sudt sy nghiép. Va dé ciing 1a luc dé
dang nhan ra rang, ching t6i khong con tim dugc tiéng néi chung véi Roy nita.

Giai phap t6i dua ra cho cdu ay 1a Roy can thu hep tim anh hudng lai va chi tap trung thi dau ¢ trai
tim hang tién vé. Cau ay van c6 thé kiém so4t tran dau ¢ vai trd méi nay. Toi tin ring cu Ay s& 1a
ngudi dam nhan vi tri nay tot nhat, hon bat ky ai, nhung cdu ay chi don gian 1 khong cho phép minh tir

bo tam ki€ém soat rong 1on trén san ma ban than ting nam gitr.

Do 13 ca mot cAu chuyén dai ma nhitng rac rdi cudi cuing dd chim dut bang viéc cdu 4y roi United va
gia nhap Celtic. Cho dén ltic bay gio, Roy van ngd rang cdu 4y 1a Peter Pan. Nhung thuc t& khong mot
ai c6 kha ning d6. Ryan Giggs duong nhu 12 mot hinh mau gn nhét dé lién tuong tdi viée “tré mai
khéng gia”, nhung trén thuc té Ryan da khong gip phai chin thwong nio qua nghiém trong trong sudt sur
nghiép cua minh. Roy thi nguoc lai, ciu ay d3 gip vai van dé nghiém trong. Trong d6, chan thuong
hong d3 anh hudng 16n nhét t6i su suy giam thé luc cta ciu ay.

Ran nirt 16n dau tién trong mdi quan hé cua ching toi xuat hién 13 vao chuyén du dau trude thém mua
giai 2005-2006, mot chuyén di téi Bo Pao Nha. Bén dia diém nay 1a y tudng cua Carlos Queiroz.
Ong 4y da dan ching 61 dén mot trong nhitng co s& tuyét voi nhat: Vale do Lobo. Dudng nhu d6 1a
mot trung tam luyén tap ngoai vii tru vay, tir san bai, phong thé hinh, khu nghi ngoi, moi thir déu hoan

hao cho cac cau thu.

T6i ghé thim noi nay sau khi c6 ky nghi hé & Phap. Liac d6, BHL ctia CLB va cac cu thi déu da nghi
ngoi trong nhitng cin biét thu. Nhung mét tin cuc ky xdu dang cho don t6i: Carlos da trai qua mdt con

ac mong v4i Roy.

T6i mudn biét da c6 chuyén gi xay ra. Carlos cho biét Roy d4 phan nan vé diéu kién phong ¢ cta Vale
do Lobo, cau dy khong chiu ¢ lai dy vi cho rang noi nay khong dap tng dugc nhirng yéu ciu co ban
nhat. Theo Carlos thi Roy khong chiu nhin cin hd thir nhat boi mot trong cac phong ctia né thiéu diéu
hoa khéng khi. Can ho thir hai ciing bi cdu Ay tir chdi véi 1y do twong tw. Can ho thir ba thi hoan toan
on, toi dd dén tin noi xem xét. Nhung Roy van khong chiu ¢, cdu ay quyét dinh t6i ngdi lang bén canh

1a Quinta do Lago v&i ngudi nha ¢ do.

Pém dau tién & day, chiing t61 t6 chirc nudng thit & san ctia khach san. P6 1a mot bira tiéc tuyét voi.

Roy da tim gip va to ¥ mudn trao doi riéng.



“Thoi nao, Roy, khéng phai bay gid. Ching ta s& ndi chuyén vao sang mai,” t6i da tra 11 cau Ay nhu

vay.

Va hom sau, khi két thic budi tap, tdi kéo cau ay ra dé hoi: “Chuyén gi dang xay ra vay Roy? Chung

to1 da xem xét nhirng cdn ho, nd hoan toan 6n ma.”

Roy duong nhu tré nén bung nd. Cau 4y ké ra mot danh sach dai nhitng van dé ctia cin hd, trong d6 co
viéc thiéu diéu hoa nhiét d6. Roi cau éy lai tiép tuc chi trich té1 Carlos, réng tai sao chung t61 lai
quyét dinh t6i day du ddu co chur.... TAt ca 101 noi Ay da khién méi quan hé ctia ciu Ay voi ching toi
tr& nén cang thang. Va trong subt phan con lai ciia tour ddu, cau Ay im lang va xa cach hon. Toi di vo
cung that vong. Carlos thi ¢ gang gat bo di ct sbc nay dé hoan thanh nhiém vu ciia 6ng dy trong

chuyén di.

Két thic tour du dau, t6i d yéu cau Roy 1én vin phong va hy vong it nhit cau y c6 mot 101 xin 16i t&i
Carlos. Nhung cudi cuing, 6ng ay chang nhan dugc 101 nio ca.

Chung t61 tham chi bi cudn vao mot cude tranh cii. Cau éy da thot lén: “Théy thay ddi roi!”

T6i dap: “Roy, duong nhién tdi c6 nhirng thay d6i, vi ngdy hom nay khic véi hém qua. Hién tai, chung
ta dang song & mot thé gii khac roi. Poi bong sd hitu nhitng cau thi dén tir 20 qudc gia khac nhau.

Caunodi t6i thay d6i? Toi cling hy vong 14 thé. T6i s& chang ton tai duoc néu khong d6i mdi ban than.”

Cau 4y van cu lai: “Khong, thiy trd thanh mot ngudi hoan toan khac réi.”

D6 chinh 13 luc cude chién thuc sy dién ra. Cau dy da di qua gidi han va t6i can chi cho ciu Ay sai
1am d6: “Cau 1a nguoi doi truong. Nhung ciu lai khong cho thay trach nhiém véi cac dong doi cua
minh. Chiing t6i dau c6 bat cdu phai song trong mdt tip 1éu ban thiu. D6 14 mdt ngdi nha dep, mdt noi

rat on co ma.”

T4t nhién, nhitng thir t6i ¢ m&i chi bat dau. Mo6i quan hé cua ching tdi ngdy cang di xudng tir lac do.
Va moi thtr tr& nén nghiém trong khi Roy cong khai chi trich cac cau thu tré trong doi hinh trén MUTV.
Chiing tdi ¢6 lich phong van véi MUTYV, va 1an d6 1a dén luot Gary Neville 1én song. D6 1a ngiy thir
Hai, sau khi két thuc tran dau vdi Middlesbrough, nhan dugc thong tin Roy da tham gia phong van thay

vi Gary, t6i cling khong ban tim lam.

Nhung Roy di dwa ra nhan xét ti té vé nhirng cau thi khac va man trinh dién cua ho ¢ tran ddu ngay



thir Bay. Pung vao 4 gio chiéu, t6i nhan duoc cude goi khi dang & nha: “Ong can phai xem cai ny

ngay.”

Trong doan phong van do, Roy da goi Kieran Richardson 1a mot “hau vé luoi biéng”, roi ciu éy datra
cau héi tai sao “nguoi Scotland c6 thé tu hao vé Darren Fletcher” va néi vé Rio Ferdinand: “Chi vi
ciu duoc tra lvong 120.000 Bang mdi tudn va choi tot 20 phut trong tran dau v6i Tottenham ma ciu

da nghi cau la mot si€u sao.”

Bo phan truyén thong ngay 1ap tirc goi dién cho David Gill. Poan phong van da bi ngimng phat song va
cho doi 61 dua ra quyét dinh xem nén lam gi véi nd. Toi di yéu cau: “Puoc roi, hily dua doan bing

d6 1€n van phong to61 vao sang mai va toi s€ xur 1y nd.”

Lay Chtia! That khong thé twong twong dugce. Roy dudng nhu da dua tat ca xudng dia nguc. Darren
Fletcher dd xem nd, roi ca Alan Smith, Van der Sar. Tt ca déu bi ciu éy lam ton thuong.

United khong c6 lich thi ddu trong tudn d6 va t6i 18 ra da dén Dubai dé kiém tra tinh hinh hoc vién
bong da cua ching t6i. Nhung vao budi sang, Gary Neville goi dién cho t6i va mudn toi dén phong
thay d6. Pén noi, t6i con hy vong Roy sé& c6 101 xin 18i dén tat ca. Nhung t6i vira ngdi vao chd, Gary
cho biét cac cau thu khong hai long véi ché d6 tap luyén. Toi khong tin dugce vao tai minh nira: “Cau
vira ndi gi co?” Nhu dé néi, Roy c6 thé 1am chil phong thay d6 va t6i nghi rang cau dy da dung nhiing
anh hudng dac biét ay dé diéu khién tinh hinh. Nhin xem, Carlos Queiroz 1a mot HLV tot. Pung 13 6ng
ay c6 thé 1ap di lap lai cac bai tdp, nhung d6 1a tat ca nhitng gi s& tao nén mot cau tha chuyén nghiép:

bién strc manh, k§ ning thanh thoi quen.

T6i da thyc su tire gian: “Cau kéo t6i tdi day chi dé phan nan vé giao an tap luyén? Tai sao cdu khong
bat dau luyén tap ngay lc ndy, ca hai ciu.... Cau dang nghi minh dang ndi chuyén véi ai vay?” Roi t6i

bo ra ngoai.

Mot lic sau, Roy t6i tim toi va toi da noi vdi cau ay: “Toi biét chuyén gi dang xdy ra.” Toi bat doan
phong van clia ciu éy 1én va tiép tuc: “Nhirng gi cau noi that dang hé then, nd nhu tro dua vay. Chi

trich dong do1. Va mudn ho ro1 san dauw.”

Roy cho rang doan video nén dugc dua ra cho tat ca cac cau thi xem va dé ho tryc ti€p danh gia no.
T61 dong ¥ voi cau ay va da goi toan do1 dén d€ xem doan phong van. David Gill luc dé cling c6 mat

¢ van phong nhung 6ng ay khong tham gia vao “budi cong chiéu” do, ong ay nhuong lai toan quyén xir



1y vu viéc nay cho t61. Carlos va doi ngti k¥ thuat cia CLB déu c6 mat cung voi toan doi.

Roy d3 hoi cac cau thii rang ho c6 gi mudn nodi sau khi xem doan video d6 khong. Edwin van der Sar
tra 101 c6. Cau ay cho rang Roy di di qua gidi han khi cong kich cac dong doi nhu vay. Miii tin cong
ctia Roy 1ap tirc hudng sang Edwin. Cau 4y khiang dinh vi thé cta minh va hoi rang liéu Edwin biét
dugc nhitng gi vé Manchester United? Trudc tinh hinh d6, Van Nisterooy dirng 1én bao vé Van der
Sar. Vay la Roy tiép tuc quay sang d6i dau véi Ruud. Tiép dén, cau Ay bat dau chi trich Carlos. Tt

nhién, cau ay cling khong quén phan cua to1.

“Sau tranh chap va1 Magnier, ong da mang toan bo cudc song riéng tu vao cong viéc, lam anh hudéng
to1 CLB nay.”

[John Magnier 1a mot ty pht kinh doanh dua ngya, Sir Alex tirng vudng vao vu kién tranh chap con
ngua Rock of Gibraltar v&1 vo cua Magnier — nguo1 dich]

Vao lac d6, mot s6 cau thi d bt dau roi di. P6 1a Scholes, Van Nistelrooy, Fortune.

Thtr dang so nhat ma Roy so hiru 12 miéng ludi ciia cdu dy. Loi ndi clia cdu 4y cay doc hét mirc ma
ban c6 thé tudng twong. Cau ay c6 thé ha guc nhitng nguoi ty tin nhat thé gidi chi trong vai gidy bang
nhitng 101 n61. T61 nhan théy rfmg, trong cudc tranh cai ngay hom do, doi mét clia cu éy thu hep lai,

duong nhu chi con lai hai vét den.
Do 1a canh tuong rat dang so.

Sau khi Roy roi di, Carlos d ching kién con gian dir tot d6 cta t6i. Ong Ay néi rang, chua bao gid
ong ay thay t6i bung nd nhur vy, thim chi 6ng ay con goi d6 1a canh tuwong khing khiép nhit ma ong 4y
chirng kién trong su nghiép cta minh. T6i ngay 1ap tirc dua ra quyét dinh: “Carlos, cdu ay phai ra di
thdi. Chic chan 100%.” Va 6ng ay ciing ddng tinh: “Phai thoat khoi cau ay ngay.”

Sau do, t6i van tiép tuc ké hoach tdi Dubai va tré vé vao ngiy thir Tu, nhung trude khi tro vé, t6i da
goi dién cho David Gill va thong bao cho 6ng 4y rang: “Ching ta phai ban Roy.” Nghe nhitng gi t6i
twong thut lai, ong 4y ciing khong con lya chon nao khac. Nhung trude d6, David can phai thong bao
cho nha Glazers dé ho chap thuin vu chuyén nhugng nay. Toi va 6ng ay thong nhit 14 CLB phai boi
thuong hop dong va ton trong Roy vi nhitng cong hién ciia cau ay. Ching t6i da c6 ging dé khong doi

xu bat cong vo1i cau ay.



Khi t6i tré vé tir Trung Pong, David cho toi biét rang nha Glazers sé& tdi vao thir Sau, va ong Ay goi
dién cho Michael Kennedy (dai dién ctia Roy) thong béo vé cudc gip mit. Chung toi di goi ca Roy t6i
dé chinh thtc ra quyét dinh.

Roy de doa s€ cong khai moi thir, ké ca su that vong va chan nan vi cai cach ma t61 két thac su nghiép
clia cdu Ay tai Manchester United. Nhung sau 1an to tiéng truéc day, moi thir da két thuc giira hai
chung t6i. S& khong bao gid c6 chuyén i tranh cii v6i Roy hay thim chi 13 trao ddi, gop ¥ voi cdu dy
bat ky diéu gi nira.

T6i thong béo su viéc ndy véi cac cau thu trong budi tip va tit ca déu 10 rd vé mit simg sot.

Trong sudt sy nghiép cAm quan ctia minh, t6i ludn tyr hao vé gidy phit ma ban thin dua ra nhitng quyét
dinh nhanh chéng dua trén thuc té khong thé chéi cii va niém tin manh liét. Qua rd rang, day 1a viéc
cuc ky can thiét dé ngan chan mdt cudc khing hoang xay ra. Néu t6i nhuong bg, Roy s€ c6 thém quyén
luc trong phong thay dd, cdu ay sé& tu nhi rang ban than lam dang va thuyét phuc moi ngudi tin vao

diéu d6. Nhung khong phai nhu vay. Nhitng gi cdu ay 1am 13 sai 1am nghiém trong,

Nhin lai qué khir, khi van con 1a mot cau tha ciia Manchester United, Roy ciing tirng ¢ nhitng hanh xir
thiéu kiém ché. Trong d6, mot trong nhirng vu viéc ric rdi nhat xay ra vao World Cup 2002, khi Roy
c6 nhirng xich mich v&1 HLV truédng PT Cong hoa Ireland, Mick McCarthy va sau d6 khong tham dy

giai dau nay.

Nam d6, vao sinh nhat 1an thir 60 cua t6i, em trai tdi 12 Martin d3 t6 chirc méot chuyén di cho1 xa. Vao
bita toi hom do, toi khong mang theo dién thoai bén canh, con Martin van mang dién thoai cua ciu éy
theo. Khi ching t6i dang nghi ngoi thi ¢6 nguoi goi tdi. P6 1a Michael Kennedy, ong 4y noi rang da cb
gang lién lac véi t6i bang moi gid. Michael cho t6i biét dd c6 rac réi xdy ra ¢ Saipan, noi DT CH
Ireland tap trung trude thém World Cup 2002.

“Ong phai n6i chuyén voi ciu dy. Ong 12 ngudi duy nhat c6 thé khién cau ay lang nghe,” Michael noi
v6i toi. That khong thé tudng tuong duoc didu gi lam Michael trd nén tuyét vong dén vay. Ong ay ké
cho t6i vé “cudc chién” ctia Roy va Mick McCarthy. Toi noi v6i ong 4y rang Roy can ndi chuyén trirc

tiép Vi toi.

Giong cua Keane vang 1én trong dién thoai, to1 bat dau trude: “Roy, cau c6 con ding trén mat dat

khong vay?” Roy ké 1é su bat binh ctia cau dy ddi voi Mick McCarthy. Toi c¢b ging khuyén cau ay:



“Binh tinh nao. Suy nghi mgt chut nhé. Cau s€ khong c6 du kha nang dua con céi td1 trudng néu song
trong hoan canh cua ho dau. Nghi vé gia dinh cau di, n6 s¢€ rat toi t€ néu cau song & do. Quén Chung

két World Cup di. Lic d6 ndi lo 16n nhat ctia cau s& 1a kiém song co.”

[Nam 2002, Roy Keane da phan nan vé diéu kién tap luyén & Han Quéc, noi dién ra World Cup roi
sau d6 dan dén xich mich vdi HLV Mick McCarthy — ngudi dich]

Cau 4y biét toi noi dung. Toi khuyén cau Ay nén trd lai néi chuyén vai McCarthy, chi hai nguoi théi,
dé bo lai moi thir va tip trung vao nhirng tran ddu. Roy dong y. Nhung da qua mudn, boi Mick da giai

thich moi viéc trong mdt cudc hop bao va khong con co hdi cho Roy tham gia World Cup nira.

T61 da bao vé Roy hét mirc c6 thé vi cau éy 1a cau thu ctia Manchester United, noi ma diéu kién tap
luyén ludn dat tiéu chuan va khong c6 gi dé phan nan. Téi mot noi ma khu tap luyén thiéu thon, han 1a
ciu 4y co 1y do dé tic gidn. Nhung ciu hoi can dit ra 1a: Giéi han ctia con gian dir?

T6i nghi rang vai diéu kién khong tot & Han Qudc, Roy ciing khong nén thé hién sy tirc gidn ctia minh

to1 mirc do. Nhung cau ay la vay, mt con nguoi thiéu kiém ché.

T6i luén bao vé cac cau tha cua minh, tit nhién Roy ciing khong phai ngoai 16. D6 13 cong viée cua toi.
Doi luc i khong thé dua ra 101 xin 161 cling chi vi mudn ding bén hoc trd ctia minh khi ho gip ric
r6i. Co nhitng ltc tdi chot nghi: “Chiia oi, minh dang 1am gi thé nay?” Cathy ciing nhiéu lan hoi t6i cau
d6. Pon gian 1a toi khong bao gio bo roi nhitng cau thu ctia minh. T6i da phai tim nhiéu cach dé chan
chinh ho ma vAn tranh xa khoi du luan. Puong nhién, ciing c6 luc t6i phai trimg phat cac cau thi,
nhung chra bao gio moi thir vurot qua gidi han phong thay d6 ca. Toi c6 mot nguyén tic ma ban than
ludn trung thanh trong sudt sy nghiép: phai bao vé cau thi, khong phai su bao boc ¢6 chip ma 1a gitp
ho tranh khéi bua riu du luan.

Trong bong d4 hién dai, quyén lyc ctia nhitng ngdi sao ngdy cang 16n va co thé s& de bep vai tro ciia
HLV. Nhung & CLB cua t61, ban s& khong c6 co hoi thao ting ddi bong, khong dugce coi thuong HLV.
Ban phai c6 su ton trong v&i ngudi thdy cia minh. Cang vé sau, t6i cang gip nhiéu truong hop cau thi
coi ban than 16n hon HLV, ho tham chi con duoc gidi truyén thong tung ho khién BHL doi bong phai
kiéng dé. Nhirng cau thu nay thoa strc boc 16 su gian dit, buc tirc chi dé moi nguoi cha y dén cau ta.
Nhung mot HLV thuc thu s€ khong bi nhirng thtr d6 tac dong, bdi trach nhi¢m ctia 6ng ta 16n hon nhiéu.

To1 nghi Roy luc do6 biét rang cau ay dang di vé cudi sy nghi€p va ciu ay bat dau nghi minh 1a mot



HLV. Cau éy tur cho minh dac quyén riéng, nhung tat nhién, dan dat doi bong khong ¢ nghia 1a 1én TV

va chi trich sai 1am cua cac dong doi.

Bang cach ngan chin nhitng 101 18 d6 lan rong, chung tdi da giup Roy gitr lai sy ton trong ma moi

ngudi danh cho cdu 4y trong phong thay do.

Nhung v6i nhitng 161 1& cay doc ma Roy thdt ra & van phong ciia t61, moi thir d thuc su chim hét,

C6 mdt diéu t6i khong bao gior dé xay ra do6 1a danh mit quyén kiém soét, boi vi nd 1a thtr quyén luc
toi cao nhat ctia mot HLV, O truong hop ctia Beckham ciing vay, toi biét rang cdu 4y muén ddo tau khoi
d6i bong, vy thi BHL s& hoan tit cong viéc dang dé d6. Cac cau thi ludn nhu vay, ho mubn gianh
duoc quyén kiém soat trudc HLV,

Ho ciing mudn duoc HLV tuyét d6i tin tudng va lua chon. Nhung céi gi cling c6 cai gia cta nd. Co thé
cac cau thi s& dat ra nhitng cau hoi: “1. Liéu ong Ay ¢ gitp ching ta chién thing hay khong? 2. Ong ay
c6 thé 1am minh tién bd hon? 3. Ong 4y tin trdng minh chr?” Nhitng bin khoin nay c6 thé deo bam bat
ctr cau thi ndo. Va néu cau tra 101 cho cau hoi thir 3 12 “c6” thi ho s& san sang chap nhan hét nhitng
gidy phut nong ndy, nhitng 101 phan nan cua HLV. T6i cling ¢ nhitng luc bung nd ngay sau tran dau, tat
nhién chéng léy gi lam ty hao ca. Tham chi, tr¢ vé nha vao bubi toi, tdi con ty dan vat ban than vi s
rang con gian s& dem dén hau qua nghiém trong: Cac cau thil s& khong mudn néi chuyén voi tdi trong
budi tip? Ho s& quiy pha va khong nghe theo chi dao ctia toi nira? Nhung rdi vao dau tudn sau, ho
tham chi con lo 1ang hon tdi twdng. Ho di nhin thdy tdi tré nén tlrc gian va tat nhién khong ai muén

thiy lai canh tuong ay ca.

Roy 1a mdt chang trai thong minh. To6i di thay cau Ay nghién ctru mdt vai cudn sach rat thu vi. Nhirng
lac c6 tAm trang tot, cau ay c6 kha ning giao tiép va thuyét phuc tuyét voi. Thuong thi bat dau mot
ngay, moi ngudi s& quan tim dén “TAm trang ctia Roy thé nao?” bdi nd 1a yéu td quyét dinh dén khong

khi ctia phong thay d6 trong ngiy hém d6. Cau dy c6 anh hudng rat 16n toi toan doi.

Nhung tim trang cta Roy rat that thuong, cau dy c6 thé rat vui vé ngay phut truée nhung roi 1ap tirc

trd nén cau gian sau do. Tat ca duong nhu chi dién ra trong tich tac.

Phai noi 1a su ra di ctia cdu 4y mang lai nhitng loi ich rd rang. Nhiéu cau thi tirng so hdi uy quyén ctia
Roy trong phong thay d6 da hoan toan g& bo duoc tim 1y. John OShea va Darren Fletcher chinh 1a
nhirng cau thu dugc huong loi tir thwong vu nay. Khi ching t6i hanh quan toi Phap dé ddi dau véi Lille



vao thang 11 ndm 2005, cac cau thu da bi la 6 trong sitc nong va ap luc cua tran dau. Nguyén nhan
chinh gy ra phan tng tir khén gia 1a vi nhitng phat biéu dang thit vong cta Roy trén MUTV. Nhung rdi
sau do, OShea va Fletcher da go bo duoc moi chi trich khong dang cé.

T6i cho rang phong thay d6 duong nhur bot cang thang hon sau khi Roy roi CLB. Bau khong khi thoai
mai d3 tro lai. Nhitng cau tha khong con phai nghe nhitng 101 qua tiéng lai tir chinh cac dong doi cua
minh. Roy khong con ¢ dinh cao phong dd, vi vy ma 15 hong cdu ay dé lai sau khi ra di tham chi con
khong 16n bang nhitng khoang lang cau 4y mang dén cho d6i bong trong nhitng muiia giai cudi cliing &
United.

To1 da theo doi tran dau gitra Celtic va Rangers. Trudc tran dau, t61 ¢6 noi1 voi Carlos: “Cau ay s€ 1a
ngdi sao cua tran dau.” Nhung mot Roy hoan toan la 1am dang & trén san. Cu ay choi bi dong va thiéu

Itra.

Keane khong con & day nhung dudng nhu cdu ay cd vé hanh phic tai Celtic Park. Toi da hoi thim va
cau Ay noi moi diéu kién tap luyén déu tot. Moi chuyén giita chung t6i dudng nhu da tam lang xudng.
Khoang hai thang sau d6, khi toi dang trao d6i voi Carlos vé tinh hinh tai chinh ctia CLB thi mdt nhan
vién budc vao vin phong va thong béo rang Roy dang c6 mit & ddy va mubn gip t6i. Toi da hoi giat

minh vi bat ngo.

“Tbi t6i day dé xin 18i vi nhitng hanh dong bong bot trude day.” Cau ay ndi va bat dau ké vé cude
song & Celtic, moi chuyén c6 vé nhu dang dién ra rat tot. Nhung ké tir luc t6i theo ddi cau Ay thi dau

trong tran dau giita Rangers va Celtic, t6i biét rang Roy da di té1 ching cudi ctia su nghiép cau thi.

United da c6 mot vai su bd sung nhan sy trudc khi Roy ro1 di, tuy nhién ho chua phat huy dugc hét
kha nang ctia minh. Nhung mot su that da duoc da dugce kiém chirng 1a: Manchester United ludn c6
kha ning phat hién tai ning, tao nén nhirng tén tudi va diéu d6 mot 1an nita duoc khang dinh. Fletcher
truéng thanh hon véi nhitng kinh nghiém quy gia, Park Ji-Sung cap bén Old Trafford, trong khi Jonny

Evans dugc don 1én doi Mot nhd sy tién bod vuot bac.

Thuong thi nhitng cau thu dang choi cho doi Mot ciing khong nhin ra duoc thay doi xung quanh minh
bdi ho chua c6 duoc cai nhin rong 16n va bao quat, ho ciling chura thé thiy duoc dinh hudng phat trién
va ké hoach trong trong lai xa hon cua d6i bong. Giggs, Scholes va Neville 1a nhitng trudng hop

ngoai 1€, ngoai ra thi con Rio va Wes Brown ciing c6 tdm nhin kha tot. Con lai, cac cau thu don gian



chi tap trung vao nhiém vu cua minh, do 1a tap luyén va thi dau. Nhung t61 da nhin théy duogc nhitng
nhan t6 s& dua d6i bong dén v6i vinh quang trong trong lai, cho du vao lic d6, chung tdi chua gianh
duogc nhitng danh hi¢u xting tAm. Tuy nhién, khi ban dang thuc hién mot cude cai t, ban phai chép

nhan nhirng khodng ldng, va co thé n6 s€ kéo dai hon mdt mua giai.

Tai Manchester United, t61 khong c6 co hdi dé danhra 3 hay 4 ndm cho mot cude “thay mau”. Vi vay
ma t6i phai tin dung tirng ngay dé xay dung d6i hinh mdi bang cach tao diéu kién cho nhirng cau thu tré
ra san, thir thach tai nang cua ho. Piéu d6 chua bao 210 lam t61 s¢ hai ca, tham chi to1 yéu thich cong
viéc ndy. Toi da nhiéu lan str dung phuong phap nay véi St Mirren, Aberdeen va Manchester United.

Vi vay, trong giai doan chuyén giao thé hé nay, mot 1an nita t6i lai dat niém tin & nhitng cau thu tré.

Lic d6, Carlos da nhim téi Anderson vi sitc manh, sy diing minh ma cu ay so hitu. Chi trong vong
mot ngay, David Gill d3 t§i Sporting Lisbon dé mang vé Nani dong thoi két thuc thwong vu Anderson
mot cach nhanh chong, dua cau éy tir Porto dén véi United. Ho d3 tiéu ton mot phﬁn kha kha ngan sach
d6i bong nhung hoan toan phi hop véi tiéu chi ctia chung t6i: ho déu 1a nhirng tai ning tré trién vong.
Lic d6, chung i s hitu 14 chin viing vang & hang phong ngu: Rio Ferdinand, Vidic va Evra. Rooney
thi khéng ngirng tién bo. Chiing t6i budc phai dé Louis Saha ra di vi cau dy thudng xuyén phai vat 16n
v6i chin thuong. Thay vao dé, doi bong co duge su phuc vu trong mot thoi gian ngin cua Henrik

Larsson, cdu 4y d3 mang dén mot lan gié méi la cho hang cong United.

Sau khi Roy chi dong lam hoa, mot 1an nita moi quan h¢ ctua chung t61 lai ran nirt. Té1 vo tinh doc
dugc doan phong van trén bao cua Roy, cdu ay no1 rang Man United da hoan toan budce ra khoi cude
doi1 cau ay. Roy con thang thirng tuyén bd muon chiing t61 hay quén cau ay di. Lam thé nao quén dugc

tit ca nhirng gi cau Ay dong gop cho CLB?

R6i béo chi nhdy vao cudc, nang Roy Keane 1én tAm ctia mot HLV dich thuc sau khi ciu éy co duoc
nhirng chién thing dau tién va cai cach ma cau ay vuc day mot doi bong. Nhiéu ngudi da timg hoi toi:
“Ong c6 cho rang Roy sé& thanh cong trén cuwong vi HLV?” Nhin vao cadch ma cau ay phat trién doi
bong, ban s& thiy rang Roy ludn chiu chi dé dat dugc thanh cong. Cau ay ludn tim moi cach dé mang
vé nhitng tAn binh. Co cam giac rang Roy khéng du kién nhin dé dung xay nén mot doi bong cua riéng
minh.

Mua giai 2011-12, Roy lai cong kich United mot 1an nira khi 1én tiéng ché bai cac cau thil tré cta
chiing t6i trong thit bai trudc Basel. Chinh thit bai d6 loai chung t6i ngay ¢ vong bang Champions



League. Toi da dap tra lai, don gian 1a coi cdu Ay nhu mot ké chi biét khua moi mia mép trén TV, Néu
ban c6 theo ddi tran ddu cudi cung cdu Ay dan dit Sunderland hay Ipswich, chic hin trong dau ban van
con dong lai hinh 4nh Roy rau toc diém bac va d6i mat den thAm dang so. Do6i khi, ling nghe nhitng
binh luan cta cu ay trén truyén hinh, toi chi c¢6 suy nghi 1a: “Tét thoi, cau Ay c6 qua bong va cdu ay
lai nham vao Alex Ferguson ma stt.” Tir gidy phat cau Ay xuat hién véi tu cach 1a mot binh luan vién,

to1 da luong trude duge rang mili tan cong cua cau ay s€ chia thang vé phia United.

Con vé viéc ciu Ay coi thudng cac cau thi tré? Cau Ay rd rang sé khong tin cong vao nhitng miu cau
tha nhu Wayne Rooney vi Wayne chic chin s& khong miy ban tim vé nd, nhirng cau thi & dang cap
cao ludn biét cach gat bo nhitng 101 ndi ctia Roy sang mot bén. Fletcher va OShea d3 tirng 14 nhiing
nan nhan ctia Roy, ho tirng phai chiu nhitng tiéng la 6 tir CDV khi chiing t6i ddi dau véi Lille. Hai lan
Roy that bai khi din dit mot doi bong chirmg minh rang: ciu Ay qua coi trong tién bac. Cau ay d3 vung
tién vao thi trudng chuyén nhuong khi & Sunderland, tiép dén cau 4y lai 1am diéu twong ty & Ipswich
va moi thir déu nhanh chong két thic.

Trong mdt cudc phong van trén to Sunday Times, Roy cho rang toi 14 ngudi chi biét nghi dén ban than
minh, va mdt 1an nita ciu éy 161 vu viéc John Magnier cung con ngua Rock of Gibraltar vao nhu mot
minh chirng. That khong thé tin dugc. Toi ngay 1ap tirc nhd dén cai ngay ma cudc chién bung no giira
t6i va cdu Ay trong van phong, t6i nhan thiy sy tirc gian tot 46 & d6i mat den thAm, ti tim, déng so ctia
cau éy. Cau éy lai cong kich vu viéc vo1 John Magnier, nhu cai cach da tirng 1am. T61 chrfmg hiéu sao

cau ay lai bi am anh bo1i sy viée do dén vay.

Trong cai ngay thir Sau dinh ménh, khi ching t6i thong bao vé quyét dinh s& dé cau Ay roi CLB, cé hai
bén déu théng nhét 1 khong ai dugc nhic dén toan bo nhirng xich mich, ric rdi ndy nita. Toi hoan toan
tan thanh y kién d6, nhung Roy chinh 13 ngudi phé v théa thuan nay trude. Khi Roy bat dau lam HLV
cua Sunderland, cau éy budc t01 United da xtic pham va 1at long dé téng khtr cau éy di. CLB xem xét
nhitng diéu khoan phap 1y va ¢ y dinh kién cau 4y. Nhung Roy van khong rut lai nhitng 101 cao budc,
diéu d6 khién t6i c6 cam gidc dudng nhu ciu Ay mudn ra tdoa an dé giy sy cha y tir NHM. Du sao thi
sau tat ca, cdu ay van 1a mot ngudi anh hing trong mét ho. Vi vay, t6i da khuyén David Gill khong nén

dua chuyén nay ra toa, d6 xem nhu 1a mot hanh dong dé chung t61 bdo vé thanh danh ctia CLB.

<Hét chuong IX>
Newoi dich: Mun

Chwong IX: Cudc Song Ngoai Bong P4


http://manutd.com.vn/tu-truyen-sir-alex-chuong-ix-roy-keane/

Thé gidi bong da c6 18 thuong nhin nhan t6i nhw mot ké 4m anh vi Manchester United va it tim nhitng
tha vui bén ngoai. Nhung khi cong viée doi hoi ngdy cang cao, t6i di tim noi nuong ndu cho tim hén,

trong nhitng s thich, théi quen riéng, nhitng ké sach ddy va him t ruou tuyét hao.

Ngoai trir tinh yéu danh cho dua ngya, tat ca nhitng gi thuoc vé thé gidi thir hai nay ctia t6i khong duoc
nhiéu ngudi biét dén. Do 1a noi t6i trd vé sau mot ngay tip luyén tai Carrington, hay sau khi tran du
dd dién ra, duoc phan tich, luu trir déy du. Khoang mud1 nam cudi su nghi¢p tai Manchester United,
toi cho phép minh tham gia céc thu vui khac dé c6 thé quan 1y doi bong hiéu qua hon nita. Lam viéc
cham chi va st dung sttc manh tinh thin mdt cach da dang. Dudi mai nha, to1 thoa thich chim vao
nhitng thir ddy mé hodc, quyén ril, tir tiéu sir cac nha doc tai dén tu liéu vé vu am sat John F. Kennedy

01 thong tin v€ b suu tap rugu cua toi.

Niém tin chinh tri ctia t6i gan nhu khong hé thay d6i ké tir khi con 1a quan Iy ctra hang tai xudng dong
tau & Govan. Con ngudi thay doi quan diém khi thanh cong hon, gidu c6 hon nhung t6i tiép xic khong
nhiéu ludng tu twdng cé thé coi nhu 14 cach nhin nhan cudc séng, tip hop clia cc gia tri.

To1 khong bao gio co géng tr¢ thanh mot thanh vién tich cuc ctia Pang Lao dong, xuat hién tai moi bira
t6i, tham gia moi chién dich tranh ctr. Nhung t6i luén ting hd cho nhitng nghi si Pang Lao dong ¢ dia
phuong. Cathy tirng nd1 mét khi dén than vao chinh tri, n6 s& doi hoi, ky vong ban ¢6 mat moi ltc, moi
noi. Tuy nhién, tin twdng vao Pang Lao dong va nhitng nguyén tac xa hoi 1a mot chuyén, 1am thanh vién
tich cuc lai 13 chuyén khac. Pon gian, 1a huin luyén vién ctia Man Utd, t0i khong c6 du thoi gian dé
dap tmg chiing. Toi s& bau cho Pang Lao dong mdi khi bau cir va ting hd ho cong khai. Nhung ban s&
khéng bao gi¢r chirng kién canh tuong t6i ngdi canh David Cameron, ban s& duoc thiy t6i ding bén

céc nghi s Pang Lao dong. D6 1a pham vi anh huong ma t6i mong mudn.

To1 thugc bén canh ta bdi vay ludn danh gia cao nhitng thanh tyu cia Gordon Brown, va ca John
Smith. John Smith dang 1& ¢6 thé tré thanh mot thi twdng tot. Toi ciing cam thiy tiéc cho Neil Kinnock:
gi6i nhung khong dit may man. Gia ma dugc thiy 6ng ay & phd Downing (dinh thil tréng Anh & s6 10
phd Downing — ND). Téi ting ho nhitng nguyén tic cia Brown hon nhung phai thira nhan chinh sach
hop 1ong dan cua Blair 1a cach dé thang cir. Blair biét vi thé ctia minh. Thém vao d6, ong y ¢o strc

thu hat va da noi tiéng rat 1au trude khi bi cude xdm lugce Iraq pha hoai hinh anh trude cong ching,

Tinh ban cua t61 v&1 Alastair Campbell (nha van, nha bdo, phu ta chinh tri cua cyu thu tudng Tony
Blair — ND) khéi ngudn tir Jim Rodger, curu phong vién thé thao Scotland va ban tim giao cua vai doi



thi trdng tir Pang Lao dong. Mot ngay, 6ng ay goi va dé nghi t6i thuc hién mot bai phong van véi
Alastair, khi d6 dang lam cho t& Mirror. Alastair va toi kha hgp nhau, dng ay con thuong giri nhitng
btrc thu nhé cho t6i sau d6. Roi dng Ay trd thanh thu ky truyén théng ctia Tony, tinh ban ching t6i than
thiét hon nita. Toi ting an t6i v4i Alastair, Tony va Cherie (phu nhan thi tuéng Tony Blair — ND) tai
khach san Midland & Manchester mdt tuan trudc cudc bau ctr ndim 1997. Toi da khuyén Tony: “Ong
can giit chinh pha cta minh trong mét phong dong kin. Van dé véi ndi cac 1a ho c6 nhitng ddng minh
riéng, ¢ cac 1ién hé bao chi riéng. Kiém soat ndi cac 1udn 1a phan viéc kho nhat.” Tony da tiép thu

thong di¢p do.

Du & bt ctr vi tri quyén luc ndo, s& co lic ban cam thiy yéu dubi. Néu ban dang dan dat ca mot dat
nude, trach nhiém rat 16n lao va ndi c6 don ciing luén thudng truc. Didu ndy c6 1ién hé véi cong viée
ctia t6i. Chiéu xudng, t6i ngdi trong vin phong, cong viéc di hoan tat va bat chot thém cam gidc co bau
c6 ban. Duong nhu mot khoang chan khong dang bao boc cong viéc ciia t6i, khién khong ai co thé xen

vao.

Trong cudn hoi ky cua minh, Tony ké rang da 1ay y kién toi khi cach chirc Bo truong Bo Tai chinh cua
Gordon Brown. Nhitng gi con trong ky trc cua t61 1a Tony khong hoan toan dit khoat trong chuyén nay.
Ong 4y thic mic cach d6i pho v6i nhitng cau thi ngdi sao va toi tra 1i: “Piéu quan trong nhat 13
quyén kiém soat. Ngay giay phit ho de doa quyén luc cia ta, ta can loai bo ho ngay 1ap tirc.” Ong ay
c6 thong bao vé nhitng van dé véi Gordon nhung lai khéng hoi truc tiép 1a ong Ay nén hanh dong nhu

thé nao. B&i vay, 101 khuyén cua t61 cling chung chung dé tranh khoi cac rac ro.

T6i sé& ngay lap tirc lua chon quyét dinh kho khin, vat va, néu nhu nd c6 thé 1am tinh hinh ot 1én. Ban
lo 1ang v6i mot trg 1y cia minh, d6 chac chan 1a mot rac roi. Va toi sé chang bao gid phi thoi gian

nam lo nghi hang dém néu nhu ¢ thé 1am gi d6 dé loai bo mdi nguy.

Quyén lyc 14 th rat hitu dung nhung t6i khong nghi né phi hop ap dung trén céc cau thi. Tuy nhién,
kiém soat lai luon 1a diéu ma t6i hudng dén. Toi ¢ thé dé dang sir dung quyén luc néu t6i mudn, va
to1 da lam, nhung khi ban dat dén vi tri nhu t6i tai United, quyén luc s& dén mot cach ty nhién. Nguoi
ngoai thuong nhin vao cac quyét dinh 16n cta tdi va cho rang t6i dang thi uy quyén luc, trong khi kiém

soat mo1 chinh xac 1a diéu dugc dung & day.

Gat Pang Lao dong va nhirng vurdn nho sang bén, mot mdi quan tim chinh khac cta t6i 12 nudc M.

JFK, Noi chién, Vince Lombardi va cac tran bong bau duc tuyet voi — 161 thoat cho t6i khoi nhirng ap



luc ctia bong da. New York 1a diém nhin cua riéng t6i khi néi dén van hoa My. Toi dd mua mot cin hd
tai day, duoc ca gia dinh sir dung, Manhattan ciing 13 noi nghi ngoi 1y twdng trong ngin han lac cac
hoc tro tré vé tap trung cho ddi tuyén qudc gia.

Hop ching quoc Hoa Ky ludn kich thich va tao cam hing kham pha trong t6i. Lan dau toi dén day du
lich 1a vao ndm 1983, khi Aberdeen vira gianh Ctip C2 chau Au. Toi dura ca nha dén Florida nhu mot
ky nghi thong thuong. Nhung, khi do, nudc My va lich str cua n6 da an sau vao mau t6i. Vu am sat
John Kennedy tai Dallas nim 1963 dé lai 4n twong cho toi tir gidy phat biét duoc thong tin ndy. Thoi
gian troi di, toi xdy dung mot s¢ thich mdi: diéu tra vu an ndy — cach thirc, ké sat nhin va dong co giy

an...

T6i van nhé cai ngiy gay soc cho toan thé gidi d6. THi thir Sau va t6i dang cao rau trong budng tam,
chudn bi di nhay v&i may nguoi ban than. B6 61, bi diéc nhe, hoi 16n: “Co phai John Kennedy vira bi
ban khong nhi?”

“B, bd 1ang tai 161, bd tudong tugng ra ddy,” toi tra 101 va chang thém chi ¥ nita. Nira tiéng sau, thong

tin bat dau lan rong. Kennedy da duoc dua vao bénh vién Parklands.

T6i nhé mdi cai quang canh tai san nhay ¢ Flamingo, gin Govan hom d6. Ho dang phat bai hit “Would
you like to swing on a star” nhung khong khi van tinh lang. Thay vi nhay nhét, chung tdi ngdi lai va

ban vé vu am sat.

Dbi v6i mot chang trai tré nhu t61, Kennedy goi 1én nhitng sy tudng twong. Ong ay dep trai, sic sao.
Ngudi nhiét huyét va tuoi moi nhu vay ximg dang 1am tong thong. Du Kennedy van 1udn 1a biéu tuong
trong tAm tri t6i, s& thich nghién ctru vé vy d4m sat chi dén bat ngd vao ngay ma tdi dugc moi phat biéu

tai mOt bira an tdi & Stoke.

Stanley Matthews va Stan Mortensen déu c6 mit tai day , cung v61 Jimmy Armfield, va toi bat dau
nghi rang: “Minh lam gi & dy voi nhitng cau tha xuat chiing nay? Chac chan ai cling muén nghe
Stanley phat biéu hon 12 minh.”

Nhung trong bira toi, Brian di hoi t6i: “So thich ctia ong 1a gi?”

“Tb6i khong c6 nhiéu thoi gian cho nhirng s& thich bén ngoai,” toi dap lai. “T6i c6 mdt ban bi-a trong



nha, t6i thich di danh golf va toi ciing thich ngdi nha xem phim.”

Brian léy ra mOt tim danh thiép: “Con trai t61 c6 mdt xudng phim tai London, n6 luén dugc nhan cong

chiéu sém. Néu muon tim by phim nao, 6ng ctr goi chau nd.”

Ngay t6i hom trude, t6i d3 dén rap chiéu phim tai Wilmslow dé xem JFK. “Ong thich tim hiéu vu viéc
nay sao?” Brian hoi. Thoi diém do, tdi con suu tap duogc vai cudn sach vé vu am sat. “Toi d3 & trén
chiéc xe thir muoi 1am ctia doan ho tong.” Troi, toi dang ngdi & The Potteries va gi trudc mit noi rang
han tirng ho tong JFK.

“Chuyén nhur thé nao vay?”

“A, t0i 12 phong vién cta Daily Express, nhung roi chuyén dén San Francisco va 1am viéc cho tap chi
Time,” ong 4y tra 101. “Nam 1958, t0i xin vao 1am cong tac bau ctr cho Kennedy.” Cubi cling t6i con
biét dugc Brian tirng ¢ trén chuyén bay ma Lyndon Johnson tuyén thé nhim chirc tong thong.

Méi lién két nay 1am t6i himg tht tim hiéu hon nita. T6i bat dau tham gia nhitng cudc dau gia cac san
pham lién quan dén vu 4m sat. Mot ngudi dan ong tir My sau khi doc duoc chia sé ctia toi vé tha vui
nay da giri cho t6i bién ban kham nghiém tir thi. Toi lwu giir vai tAm anh & Carrington, mot tim dau gia
dugc, nhirng tdm con lai déu dugc tang. Ngoai ra con c¢6 ca ban bdo cdo Warren Commission (ban
béo céo diéu tra 889 trang vé vu am sat JFK — ND) duoc ky boéi Gerald Ford tri gia 3000 do la M.

Ky niém ngay cudi nim 1991, Cathy va t6i lai dén My, di xuyén qua Chicago, San Francisco, Hawaii,
Las Vegas, Texas va cudi ciing 1a New York. Vé sau, gan nhu nim nao chang toi ciing quay trd lai.
Nho thé, bd suu tap sach ciia t6i day dan 1én. Cudn tiéu sir hay nhat vé John Kennedy c6 18 1a
“Unfinished Life, John F. Kennedy 1917-1963” ciia Robert Dallek. Dallek di tim kiém dugc nhitng hd
so bénh an cua Kennedy va chimg minh strc song ctia ong Ay that ky diéu khi 1uon phai sdng chung véi
chirng bénh Addison va cac van dé vé gan.

C6 nhiéu su kién dang ch ¥ xay ra trong nhiém ky ba ndm cua Kennedy, thit bai tai Vinh Con Lon ma
ong éy nhan trach nhiém, Chién tranh Lanh, Chién tranh Viét Nam va Khung hoang Tén Itra Cuba.

Chiam soc y té ciing 13 mot van dé cap thiét, nhu nhitng gi dang xay ra hién nay.

Nghién ctru nhitng tai li¢u vé Kennedy gitp to1 ti€p xic voi cac tdc pham xuat sac, nhu “The Best,



The Brightest” cua David Halberstam. N6 tap trung vao céac 1y do cho cudc chién tranh Viét Nam,
nhirng 151 n6i d6i d6i voi anh em nha Kennedy. Ngay ca Robert McNamara, BO trudng B Quic
Phong My khi d6 va ngudi ban ctia gia dinh Kennedy, ciing dé lira d6i ho. Sau khi nghi huu, 6ng ta d3

phai dua ra 11 xin 18i cong khai.

Trong tour du ddu 2010 dén M§ cia Man United, t0i c6 tham quan Gettysburg va dn trua tai Dai hoc
Princeton v&1 James McPherson, mgt nha nghién ctru lich sur vé thoi ky Noi chién, tac gia cudn sach
“Battle Cry of Freedom”. Toi con duoc dan di thim Nha Trang. Niém yéu thich tim hiéu vé Noi chién
Hoa Ky khdi ngudn khi ¢ ngudi biéu toi cudn sach vé cac vi tudng thoi d6. Hai bén c6 hang ta cac vi
tudng. Mot ngay khac, Gordon Brown biét duoc 61 dang doc sach vé Noi chién nén da guri ting vai
doan bang lién quan. Tong cong, t6i c6 35 doan bang ghi 4m cac bai giang ctia Gary Gallagher, nguoi
sau nay cling hop tac nghién ctru vi James McPherson vé vai tro ciia Hai quan trong cudc chién, ciu

chuyén van phan 16n ndm trong vong bi an.

Mot niém dam mé va phuong tién giai toa 1on nira 13 dua ngya. Curu chi tich Martin Edwards ting dé

nghi t61: “Ong nén nghi ngo1 mdt ngay di.”
Dap lai: “To1 On ma.”

Nhung qua that, khi d6 t6i dang ¢ tinh trang ma Cathy phai thot 1én: “Ong dang giét ban than minh
déy.” Sau khi tran ddu két thiic, t6i vé nha va & bén canh cai dién thoai dén 9 july ti va khong ngiing
nghi vé bong da.

T6i mua chi ngya dau tién vao nim 1996. Ky niém 30 nim ngay cudi, t6i va Cathy thaim Cheltenham,
noi t6i gip John Mulhern, nguoi huan luyén ngua tuyét voi dén tir Ireland. T6i hom do, t6i con nhap
hoi voi nhitng ngudi hudn luyén va an t6i tai London. Sau cuing, toi khong thé khong hoi Cathy: “Ba c6

thich nuoi ngua khong? To61 nghi n6 s€ 1a noi giai tda cho t61.”
“Ong s€ chon con nao day?” Cathy noi. “Alex, van d€ cua 6ng la dng muon mua tat ca ngua trén doi.”

Nhung thyc sy ching dd mo “van” giai téa cho t6i. Thay vi ngdi my mim trong van phong hay d6t thoi
gian cho nhirng cudc dién thoai kéo dai vo tan, t61 co thé dé tam tri minh tap trung vao dua ngua, giai
thoat khoi nhirng &m anh vé cong vi¢c. Gianh chién théng hai cudc dua Nhom 1, Lexus Chase va

Aintree Bowl, cung chii ngga What A Friend la mot ky niém ddng nhd. Mot ngay trude cudc dua



Aintree, United bi Bayern Munich danh bai tai Champions League, ddau 6c toi van con quay mong
mong. Nhung mdt ngiy sau, t6i di gianh chién thing khéc tai Liverpool.

Chua ngua d4u tién cua t6i, Queenland Star, dugc dat tén theo con tau ma bd toi lam viée va gop phén
dung 1én. Pén nay, t6i da gianh 60, 70 chién thing va s hitu ¢ phan & hon 30 chu ngya. Toi rét thich
md hinh ctia Nghiép doan Highclere: Harry Herbert, ngudi ding dau & do c6 tinh cach t6t va kinh
doanh thanh dat. Tai Highclere, ban ludn biét chinh x4c thong tin hang ngiy vé nhitng ch ngua cua
minh.

Bén canh d6, Rock of Gilbratar ciing 13 mot chii ngua phi thudng, chién thing bay cudc dua Nhom 1
lién tiép, danh bai ky luc cua Mill Reef 1an dau tién ¢ Bac ban cau. Toi da dat thoa thuan so hitu nd ¢
Ireland. Toi ctr nghi 14 minh dugc nim mot nira quyén sé hiru nhung nhitng ngudi chu lai cho rang toi
mudn dugc chia doi tién thuéng mdi khi Rock of Gilbratar gianh chién thang. Tuy nhién, cubi cling

moi thir duoc dan xép 6n thoa khi chiing t6i thdng nhét hai bén déu c6 sy hiéu nham.

Pam mé dua ngua ciia t6i da gay nhiéu tranh cai trong gidi chil cau lac bo. Chuyén tré nén kho xir khi
mot thanh vién yéu cau toi tir bo sd thich nay ¢ dai hoi thudng nién. Toi phai khang dinh vdi ho rang
chua bao gio t61 bo quén nhi¢m vu huin luyén vién Manchester United. Sau do, ludt su va nguoi ban
than cta t6i, Les Dalgarno, da thu xép tot tinh hinh. Tinh yéu v&i dua ngua cua t6i khong hé bi anh
hudng.

Dua ngua, doc sach, mua rugu, té1 thuc sy danh thoi gian nhiéu hon cho chung ttr nam 1997, khi nhan
ra minh can lam diéu gi do dé khong ddn hét tam tri, stre luc vao bong da. Tim hiéu, hoc hoi vé cac
loai rugu cling co thé giap ich. To61 bit dau mua rugu cung Frank Cohen, mdt nha suu tap nghé thuat

duong dai 16n va 1a hang xo6m cua t61. Khi Frank ra nudc ngoai, t61 ty mua cho ban than.

T6i s& khong bao gid goi minh 1a chuyén gia, nhung t6i cling khong tdi trong linh vuc nay. Toi biét cac

nam tot va nhirng loai ruou ngon. To1 co6 thé thir rugu va nhan biét mot vai thanh phén trong do.

Viéc hoc tip tirng dua t6i dén xtr s& rugu vang Bordeaux nhung tyu chung lai, t6i thu thip kién thirc
qua doc sach va cac budi tro chuyén véi cac nha budn va chuyén gia. Ching that tha vi. Toi ting dn
t6i voi nha binh luan rugu va dan chuong trinh truyén hinh Oz Clarke, nha budn rugu John Armit. Ho
ludn ban vé nho rdi cac ndm rugu khién t6i bi mé hodc du toi khong hy vong di theo con dudng nay.

Co 1€ t61 can hoc hoi thém veé nho, ban chat ctia moi thir. Nhung dau sao, dan dan, von hiéu biét cua toi



da dugc mo rong.

Muia thu 2010, khi dugc hoi vé viée giai nghé, t61 tra 101 theo ban nang: “Giai nghé chi danh cho
nguoi tré thoi, vi ho con cé thir khic dé ma lam.” An khong ngdi r6i & tudi 70 s& khién ta suy sup rat
nhanh. Ban can c6 san mot thir dé thay thé khi giai nghé. Ngay 14p tirc, ngay ngay hom sau, chit khong
phai sau ba thang nghi mat.

Khi con tré, 1am viée 14 gid/ngdy 1a diéu can thiét vi ban phai khang dinh minh, va cach duy nhat dé
lam diéu d6 1a lao dong cham chi. Pé 1di, dan dan ban tao lap nén dao duc nghé nghiép cho ban than
va truyén lai cho gia dinh. B4 me t6i d3 truyén lai thanh qua cho t6i va t6i cling lam vy vdi con chau.
Trai tré, ban c6 kha ning dé cung ¢ virng chic cudc séng sau ndy. Vé gia, ban can quan 1y strc khoe.
Ludn sung strc. An nhirng thirc dn c6 loi. DU khong phai ngudi ¢ gidc ngil sdu nhung toi van dam bao
tir nam dén sau tiéng, khoang thoi gian phi hop vai tudi tac. Co nhiéu nguoi thire gide va nam li trén
givong. Toi khong bao gio nhu vay. To6i md mit va nhdy ra khoi chin ngay, sin sang chay di bat ky

dau. Toi khong nam ddy va lam may tro doi thoi gian troi di.

T6i thuong tinh gidc lac sdu gid, sdu gid muoi 1dm. Chi mat khoang 15 phut tir nha dén san tap nén

bay gio 13 t61 c6 mit tai Carrington. D6 1a thoi quen khong thay doi cua toi.

T6i 16n 16n khi chién tranh da di qua. Toi séng sot. Toi co thu vién, bé boi, bong da. B4 me toi 1am
viéc ca ngay nén hoac ba s€ trong t61 hodc toi dén d6 tudi tu cham soc léy ban than. Mg t61 thuong
dan: “Day 1a khoai xao, ddy 1a thit bam, con chi can dit nd 1én bép luc bdn rudi.” Thirc dn da dugc
lam sin ca rdi. B t6i vé lac séu 210 kém mudi [am khi ban an da duoc donra — do 1a cong viéc cua
t6i — va t6i don dep ddng tro d6 vao hd phan bon. VAy la hét nhitng cong viéc nha, r6i toi va em trai
1am bai tap khi dong ho diém bay tiéng. Chua c6 tién nghi hién dai, mot ngay troi don gian nhu vay.
Gid day, cudc sdng phat trién nhung con ngudi lai yéu dudi hon. Ho chwa bao gio vao xudng dong

tau, hAm mo. RAt it nguoi chimg kién lao dong chan tay.

Chung ta c6 ca mot thé hé nhitng 6ng bd, trong d6 c6 cac con trai t6i, ddi xir voi con cai tét hon nhitng
gi ma toi lam cho ching. Ho tham du nhiéu su kién gia dinh hon t6i. Nhu Picnic. T6i chua tirng 16n ké
hoach cho mdt budi picnic trong doi. Toi thuong s& noi: “Céac con di choi di!” C6 mot khoang sin
trudng ngay canh ngdi nha cua ching i tai Aberdeen va nhitng dira tré ra ddy choi v6i ban bé hang
ngay. Gia dinh t6i ciing khéng quay bang video nao tir nam 1980. Chat luong ctia nd bay gid ciing rat

t¢ hai.



T6i da khong 1am du nhitng gi can 1am v&i con céi. Cathy 1am thay phan t6i, bai vi ba dy 1a mot nguoi
me tuyét voi. Ba Ay noi: “Khi ching mudi sau tudi, ching sé 1a con trai cta bd nd ngay 4y ma.” Va
dung nhu vay, cang 1on 1én, ba dtra cang gan gili nhau va gan giii voi toi hon. Toi rat hanh phic. Va
Cathy tim tim: “T61 da ndé1 ma.”

“Nhung ba md1 1a nguoi1 cham séc chiing,” t61 tiép tuc. “Neéu téi chi ndi xau mot it vé ba thoi, ba dura

no s€ ‘xu’ to1 ngay. Ba van la nguoi chu ¢ day!”

Chang c6 bi quyét bi mat ndo cho thanh cong trén thé gidi ndy ca. TAt ca gbi gon trong hai chit “lao
dong”. Cubn sach ctia Malcolm Gladwell “Outliers: The Story of Success” c6 thé goi 14 Lao Pong.
Lao Pong Cham Chi. Carnegie va Rockelfeller (hai ti pht My — ND) 1a nhirng vi du dién hinh. Téi rat
thich cau truyén sau day vé Rockelfeller. Gia dinh dng Ay thudng di 1€ nha thd. Mot ngay, con trai cua
ong hoi, khi nhitng con chién dang quyén gop mdi ngudi mot dola vao thung quyén gop: “Bb o1, sao

bb khong dong gop 50 d6la cho ca ndm luén?”
“C6 thé do con trai,” dng tra 10i. “Nhung ching ta s& 16 ba dola day.”

Rockelfeller con day cho quan gia cach duy tri ngon lira trén bép chay thém hang gid dong hd nira. Va
ong ay 1a ti ph.

Bén tinh tiét kiém ctia Rockefeller duoc thim nhuan tir nhitng ngay lao dong chiam chi. Ong 4y khong
bao gior 1ang phi. Toi da hoc hoi diéu ndy. Ngay ca bay gid, néu dam chau dé sét lai thirc n trén dia,
t6i s& an ho chiing luon. Ba con trai toi ciing giong nhu vay. “Pung dé lai thir gi trén dia” 13 c4u than
cht ctia nha Ferguson. Bay gio, t6i ma lai gan thirc an ctia Mark, Jason hay Darren, ching sé& chit tay

to1 ngay!
Khong gi c6 thé danh bai tinh than lao dong cham chi!

T4t nhién, lao dong va stress s& tao nén sy cing thang cho co thé ban. Tudi tic ciing vay. Ciing boi d6
ma t6i phat hién ra minh gip van dé vé tim mach. Mot sang, trong phong tip thé hinh, deo thit lung
vao, toi nhan thay nhip tim bdng vot tir 90 1én 160. Tdi goi ngudi rén luyén can ning, Mike Clegg, va

phan nan: “Cai that lung nay chac bi hong r6i.”



Va t6i thir cai khac. Nhip tim van vdy. Mike néi: “Ong can gip béc si thoi.”

Bac si lai chi dan t6i gip Derek Rowlands, ngudi da ting chim soc Graeme Souness. Ong dy khuyén
t6i dung phuong phép soc dién dé kiém soat nhip tim. Bay ngay sau, n6 trd lai binh thuong. Nhung
tran dau ké tiép, United thua va nhip tim cta t6i lai ting 1én. Pay 14 16i ctia cac cau tha. Ho ma chién
thing c6 phai t6i da on rdi khéng. Phuong phap tri bénh nay da thanh cong dugce 50-60 phan traim
nhung t6i hiéu minh can phai 1am hon thé. T6i quyét dinh ciy mot thiét bi kiém soét toc do tim va udng

mot vién aspirin moi ngay.

Cudc phiu thuit dién ra trong nira tiéng vao thang Tu ndm 2002. Toi con ¢ thé xem truc tiép trén man
hinh. T4i s& nhé mii cai khoanh khic méu phun ra. Thiét bi ndy dugc st dung trong tim nim trudc khi
thay thé mua thu 2010. Lan nay, t6i da thiép di ngay trudc luc ho g& bo thiét bi cii. Nhung trén tat ca,

t61 van co thé 1am nhirng diéu minh thich: tap thé duc, lao dong, uéng rUou.

Thu thuc 1a giai doan dau véi cai thiét bi trén, t6i hoi kho chiu. Mot ndm trude do, t0i ¢6 lam cudc
kiém tra strc khoe va nhip tim van & mirc 48. Albert Morgan, ngudi quan 1y trang phuc d6i bong, dua:
“Tbi clr nghi dng khong c6 tim co day!” Thé luc cua tdi van hoan hao. R6i dung mdt cai, mudi hai
thang sau, t6i can dén thiét bi cAy ghép. Diéu t6i mudn néi ¢ day 1a tudi gia di kém voi nhirng rii ro.
Bét ky ai trong chiing ta déu rat nhay cam. Ban van nghi minh khoe vo dich u? Toi tirng nhu vay.
Nhung canh cira cudc doi sé dong sim trude mit vao ngay nao d6 ma ching ta dang nghi moi chuyén

déu on.

N6i chung, vé strc khoe, t6i ¢6 101 khuyén: néu nhin duoc canh bao, hiy thuc 10ng luu tim. Ling nghe
béc s, di kiém tra tinh hinh, chil y dén can ning va nhitng thtr cho vao da day hang ngay.

Poc sach 1a phuong thire giai thoat tuyét voi khoi nhitng ric rdi cua cong viée va cude song. Néu toi
dua mot vi khach vao thu vién cua to1, ho s€ théiy nhitng cudn sach vé céc téng théng, thu tudng,
Nelson Mandela, Rockefeller, ngh¢ thuat hung bién, Nixon va Kissinger, Brown, Blair, Mountbatten,
Churchill, Clinton, Nam Phi va lich str Scotland. Tac phém ctia Gordon Brown vé chinh tri gia xa hoi
ngudi Scotland James Maxton ciing s& dugc tim thiy & ddy. Va duong nhién 1a du thé loai vé

Kennedy.

ROi chuyén sang khu vuc cua cac nha 1dnh dao chuyén quyén. Toi luon hig tha tim hiéu gii han tot

cung cua con nguoi. “Young Stalin” ciia Simon Sebag Montefiore, “World War II: Behind Closed



Doors” cua Laurence Rees, “Stalingrad” va “Berlin: The Downfall 1945 cua Anthony Beevor.

N6i vé chi dé khéc it “nghiém trong” hon, t6i ¢6 Edmund Hillary va David Niven. Roi ta lai ¢ thé

trd lai vi toi 4c va bong toi: Anh em nha Kray va Mafia nudc M.

Cudc doi t6i da di qua siu vao thé thao nén t6i thuong it doc sach vé thé thao. Nhung van c6 vai cudn
dic biét trén ké. Khi doc “When Pride Still Mattered” ctia David Maraniss, viét vé tiéu st ctia Vince
Lombardi, huin luyén vién huyén thoai ctia Green Bay Packers, t0i tham nghi: “Ctr nhu 12 dang viét vé
minh vy, minh giong hét Lombardi.” Trudc tién, toi dong cam vdi cAu ndi bat hu nhit ciia Lombardi:
“Chung ta khong thua, d6 chi 1a vi hét gio thoi!”

<Hét chuong X>

Chuwong XI: Van Nistelrooy

Mot dém tuyé€t roi thang Mot nam 2010, t61 dang ¢ nha va dién thoai thong bao tin nhan: “To61 khong
biét ngai con nhd dén t6i khong, nhung t6i can goi cho ngai”. Ctia Ruud van Nistelrooy. T6i lién bao
v6i Cathy: “Chta oi, cai gi thé ndy? Cau ay d3 roi cau lac bo bon nim trude.” Ba Ay tra 1oi: “Cau 4y
suy nghi gi day? Hay 1 cdu 4y mudn quay tré lai United.” Toi khong dong ¥: “Khong thé ndo, dirng
ngdc nghéch vay chir.”

Khong hiéu diéu gi s& xay ra nhung tdi van nhin tin tra 101 va dong y n6i chuyén dién thoai. Pau tién
1a nhirng chuyén nho nhat. Dinh chan thuong, da hoi phuc, chua dugc thi d4u... Rdi Ruud xin 13i t6i vi

thai do khong tt ctia ciu ay trong mua giai cudi cung ¢ United.

T6i thich va 1udn danh gia cao nhitng ngudi du diing khi dé noi 101 xin 16i. Trong mot nén vin hoa hién
dai, noi ma cha nghia c4 nhan 1én ngdi, con ngudi dudng nhu quén mét tir “xin 16i”. Cac cau tha bay
gior duge che chd boi huan luyén vién va cau lac bo, gidi truyén thong, nhitng ngudi dai dién hay
nhitng 101 khen dén tir nhitng ngudi ban ctia minh. Bai vay, that bat ngd khi ai d6 nhac dién thoai 1én

va thtra nhan: “T61 da sai va to1 xin 101.”

Ruud khong hé dua ra bat cir 101 giai thich ndo cho hanh dong cia minh. Pang 18, khi d6 i ciing nén

lam rd van dé: “Tai sao chuyén gitra ching ta lai xay ra nhu vay?”

Khi suy nghi vé cudc dién thoai nay cia Ruud, t61 biét chuyén vai cau lac bo ¢ giai Ngoai hang mudn



so hiru cau dy, nhung d6 kho co thé 1a 1i do dé cau ay goi dién néi 101 xin 16i. Ruud chang can phai han
gin mbi quan hé véi Manchester United chi dé choi cho d6i bong nao khic & Premier League. D6 c6
1& 1a cam giac t0i 161, mot cam giac khién ciu Ay trin trd trong thoi gian dai. Hon nira, t6i chic chin
Ruud d3 trudng thanh hon rat nhiéu ¢ thoi diém do.

Diau hiéu dau tién cua nhitng rac rdi trong mbi quan hé giira chiing toi 1a khi Ruud 1ién tyc phan nan
v6i Carlos Queiroz vé Ronaldo. Hai bén con 101 qua tiéng lai nhung moi thir vAn nim trong tam kiém
soat. Sau d6, Ruud ‘chuyén hudng’ sang Gary Neville, tuy nhién Gary da chuan bi tinh than tir truée
nén ‘gianh chién thang’. Tiép theo, Ruud lai gy su véi David Bellion. Tuu chung lai thi trong mua
giai cubi cung tai Old Trafford, Ruud da c6 mot vai mbi bat hoa vdi cac dong doi, chil yéu 1a
Ronaldo.

Viao cubi mua giai 2004/2005, United cham tran Arsenal trong tran Chung két Cup FA va d6 1a mot
tran dau & hai ctia van Nistelrooy. Ngay thit Tu trude do, ngudi dai dién cua Ruud 12 Rodger Linse

dén gap mit David Gill va théng bao ciu 4y mudn ra di tim bén dd moi.

David chi ra United sap c6 mot tran Chung két vao thir Bay, thoi diém nay c6 18 1a khong thich hop dé
tién dao s6 mot ctia chiing t6i ra di. David mudn biét Iy do tai sao Ruud doi chia tay va Rodger Linse
tra 101 rang than chi ctia ong nghi ddi bong dang bé tic va khong con co hoi gianh chie vo dich
Champions League. Quan diém cta Ruud 1a United khong thé doat ctip chau Au véi ctia nhitng cau thi
tré, nhu Rooney hay Ronaldo.

Sau tran Chung két, David goi cho Rodger va dé nghi t6 chirc mot cudc hop gitra Ruud va t6i. United
van nam loi thé 16n & thoi diém nay, khi ma Real Madrid hién nhién khong chip nhan tra 35 triéu bang
cho Ruud va t6i tin chac d6 1a 1i do giai thich viéc Ruud muén roi Old Trafford. Néu Real khong dit
1én ban dam phéan 35 triéu bang, ciu 4y chang can doi chuyén di 1am gi. Thuc t&, Ruud mubn thuong

luong dé tim ra mirc gid ma chung toi cam thdy phi hop. That ngu ngdc!

Trong cudc hop, Ruud thé hién 1ap trudng rd rang rang ciu Ay khong du kién nhan doi Rooney hay
Ronaldo trudng thanh. Tdi thuyét phuc: “Nhung ho 13 nhitng cau thu tuyét voi. Cau sé 1 ngudi din dat

va giup dd ho.” Thé ma cau ay van kién quyét ndi khong.

T6i tiép tuc: “Nghe nay, chiing ta s& c6 nhitng ban hop dong méi trong ki chuyén nhuong mia he dé
dua d6i bong tré lai véi dang cp von co. Chung ta khong mudn thit bai ¢ nhitng tran Chung két hay



giai vo dich qudc gia. Xay dung d6i bong can phai c6 sy kién nhin, khong chi tir téi ma con tir phia
cac cau thi. Va chung ta s& trd thanh mot doi bong xuat sac.” Ruud da bi thuyét phuc trudc 1i 18 cia toi

va chiing t6i di dén thong nhat.

Mua giai 2005/2006, United chiéu md Vidic va Evra trong ki chuyén nhuong mua déng. Chinh hai ban
hop d6ng nay d3 gian tiép dua Ruud vao cudc tranh cii 16n nhat vai t6i trong sudt thoi gian & Old
Trafford.

O dau truong Chp Lién doan, t6i da lién tuc str dung Louis Saha. Trudc khi tran Chung két dién ra, toi
ndi voi Ruud: “S& that khong cong bang néu Saha phai ngdi ngoai. Toi biét cau rat mudn dugc thé hién
trong cac tran Chung két, va hy vong i c6 thé tao co hoi cho cdu tir bang ghé du bi.” United duy tri
thé tran ap dao va kha quan trudc Wigan, t6i tham nghi day sé& 1a co hoi 1y twong dé Evra va Vidic
ném trai cam giac ctia mot tran dau nhu thé nay. Va d6 1a hai sy thay d6i ngudi cudi cing ciia téi. Sau
day, t61 quay sang Ruud va bao: “T6i s& dé Evra va Vidic thi diu trong thoi gian con lai va ho s& c6

co hoi dé tin hudng cam giac chién thing ciing Manchester United.”

Ruud chiri toi. Toi s& khong bao gid quén dugc diéu d6. Khong thé tin ndi. Carlos Queiroz ming cau
ay. Bau khong khi trén bang ghé du bi tré nén cing thang, cac cau tha khac déu bao Ruud hiy xem lai

cach cu xtr cua minh.

Va dé la dau cham hét gitra cau ay va chung t61. To1 hi€u rang moéi quan hé nay s€ khong thé han gan

dugc nita. Sau vu viéc do, thai do cua Ruud ngay cang tré nén to1 t€ hon.

Tran du cudi cuing cta mua giai, United gidp Charlton va budc phai gianh chién thang. Saha phai ngoi
ngoai vi chan thuong. Tuy nhién, t61 cam théy minh cling khong thé lwa chon Ruud cho doi hinh xuét
phat. Carlos da di dén phong ctia Ruud va noi: “Ching t6i s& khong chon cu ddu, hiy vé nha di.

Chting t6i khong thé chip nhan cai cach ma cdu da cu xir trong thoi gian qua.”

Khi 4y, bd ctia Ronaldo vira qua doi. Trong tudn d6, Ruud d& pham 16i v6i Ronaldo trén san tp va
ndi: “Gio thi may dinh lam gi? Pi ké v&i bd 427 Y cta Ruud 1a Carlos chir khong phai nguoi bd that
su cua Ronaldo. C6 1& Ruud con ching ca nghi dén viéc d6. Ronaldo rat buc tirc va mudn lao vao Van
Nistelrooy, con Carlos thi vo cung thit vong v6i 101 xtic pham cia Ruud. Carlos da quan tim dén
Ronaldo rat nhiéu boi ong véi Ronaldo 1 hai ngudi dong hwong. Hon nita Ronaldo luc d6 van con tré

va phai chiu mdt cu sd¢ 16n nhu vay, ngoai Queiroz ra cau ay co thé trong cho sy gitip do tur ai day?



Do 12 mdt cAu chuyén budn, t6i khong biét tai sao Ruud lai thay ddi dén vay. Toi khéng dam chic liéu
c6 phai cau dy ¢ tinh lam nhu vay dé dugc roi khoi Old Trafford hay khong. Va tt nhién diéu d6
cling khong thé gitp ciu Ay c6 duoc su ton trong tir phia cac dong doi ctia minh. That déng tiéc boi
Ruud s¢ hitu nhitng con s6 thong ké dang kinh ngac tai Old Trafford. Cau ay 12 mot trong nhitng cay

san ban hang dau trong lich str cau lac bo.

Nhitng rac roi bat dau nay sinh sau mua giai thir hai ctia Ruud, khi cdu ay chuan bi gia han hop dong.
Cau Ay doi hoi mot diéu khoan mua dut: duge phép chuyén dén Real Madrid néu ho dwa ra mic gia

dung theo yéu cau. Toi di can nhic vé diéu nay trong mot thoi gian dai. Toi phan van néu khong chap
nhan diéu khoan do, Ruud s& khong dat but ki vao ban hop déng. Nguoc lai, néu chép thuan thi Ruud

s€ nam quyén ki€m soat va chung to1 c6 thé mat cdu ay ngay & mua bong toi.

Cudi cung, t6i dong ¥ va dé ra mirc gia giai phong 1a 35 triéu bang, con s6 du dé ngin can bat cir ké
ndo, du c¢6 1a Real Madrid. R6i t6i phan tich voi David: “Néu ho quay lai diy mua giai toi va tra 35
triéu bang, it nhat thi chiing ta biét da 1ai 100 phan tram. Néu ho khong quay lai, cdu 4y sé& phai thi dau
thém hai ndm nita, khi ¢6 Ruud d 29 tudi roi. Chung ta hoan toan c6 thé dé cau ay ra di.” Nhung, tir
thoi diém dat bat ki vao ban hop dong, Ruud di thay d6i, mot cach kho luong. Mua giai cudi cung,

cau ay trd nén kho tinh va khong dugc moi nguoi yéu mén.

Em trai Martin ctia t6i tirng chtrng kién Ruud thi ddu trong mau 4o Heerenveen va khen ngoi: “Toi

thuc su thich chang trai ndy, cdu 4y s& phi hop v&i chung ta.” Piéu nay di thoi thuc t6i phai hanh dong
nhanh chong. Tuy nhién, khi dén noi ching t6i lai nhan duoc tin khong vui 1a Ruud da ki hop dong véi
PSV tir mot thang trude. Toi khong tin tudng 1dm nhung c6 vé d6 1a sy that. Tuy nhién, ching toi van

dé mat dén Ruud va c6 duogc chir ky cua cau ay vao nam 2000.

Trong mot ki nghi ngan ngay ¢ TAy Ban Nha, khi cic cau thi trd vé 1am nghia vu cho doi tuyén qudc
gia, t6i nhan duoc mot tin dit. Bac si ciia chiing toi thong bao rang Ruud da khong thé vugt qua bai
kiém tra y té. Cau ay dinh phai chan thuong day chang nghiém trong. Tuy nhién, phia PSV khong dong
tinh, khing khing cho rang vin dé ¢ day ching cta ciu Ay khong ning t6i mirc ngan can Ruud kiém tra
y t& thanh cong. Cudi ciing, Mike Stone (bac si ctia United — ND) tir chdi ki hop dong v6i Ruud va
chiing t6i tra cau ay vé PSV. Poi bong Ha Lan cho cdu 4y tap luyén tro lai va ghi hinh nhitng budi tap
d6 gitip ching t6i. Mot 1an tap luyén, Ruud lai dinh chan thwong ning & dau gbi, ban c6 thé ching kién
nhirng hinh anh d6 trén TV va thay cau Ay hét 1én vi dau dén. Ching t6i phai lam gi day?



T6i da n6i vi Martin Edwards rang: “Nhiing chan thuong kiéu nay co thé chita khoi trong vai thang

néu ban gap dung ngudi bac si gioi.”

Ruud sau ddy di dén gip bac si Richard Steadman & Colorado va phai nghi choi bong gan mot nim.
Cau 4y tro lai cudi mula bong va sau khi ching kién man trinh dién cta Ruud trong trin ddu voi Ajax,
t61 quyét dinh tiép tuc ky hop dong véi cdu y. Su co dong va téc do cua cau Ay khong hé bi anh
huong sau quang thoi gian dai diéu tri. Mic du khong phai 1a tién dao nhanh nhen nhat, nhung Ruud ¢6
kha nang xtr 1y tinh hudng rat nhanh trong vong cam.

T6i cling dd dén thim cau Ay trong khoang thoi gian tri bénh va noi rang chung toi s& dua cdu dy dén
Old Trafford bat ké nhitng chan thwong nay. Va t6i nghi d6 1a mot thong diép quan trong v4i cau ay boi
van Nistelrooy cua thot diém do chua tich I8y du su tu tin can thiét. Lac d6, Ruud chi 1a mot gd nha

que.

Van Nistelrooy 12 mau trung phong cam dién hinh kiéu Italy trong qua khtr. Pirng noéi dén viéc doc
canh hay tac bong. Quay trd lai nhitng nim 1960, Juventus s hitu mot chan sat tén 13 Pietro Anastasi.
Ong ta dong gop rét it 6i cho tran ddu, nhung roi lai bat thinh linh ghi ban mang vé chién thing cho d6i
bong. Ruud 1a mot mau tién dao nhu vay. Ban dé mic ciu Ay hoat dong trong vong cAm nhung phai tao

co hoi cho cau 5y. Ruud 1a mot sat thu hoan my c6 kha nang két thuc co hdi hoan hao.

Thuyc chit, Ruud 14 mot trong nhitng tién dao ich ky nhit ma toi tirng biét. Cau 4y 4m anh boi thanh tich
ghi ban. Tu duy doc 1ap tac chién da giup cdu 4y trd thanh mot sat tha vong cAm dung nghia. Cau ay
chang hé quan tim viéc xdy dung 16i choi hay s6 pha but toc, s6 kilomét da chay trong tran dau. Piéu

duy nhat ma cdu 4y cht ¥ d6 12 minh di ghi dugc bao nhiéu ban thing.

So sanh giita cac chan st tot nhat cta t6i (Andy Cole, Eric Cantona, Ruud Van Nistelrooy, Rooney)
thi Ruud 1a ngudi dat hiéu suat cao nhat. Tuy nhién, t6i lai danh gia Solskjaer 1a cau thil c6 to chat sat
tha tot nhat. Ruud thinh thoang ghi duoc nhitng siéu pham nhung da phan nhirng ban thing cta ciu ay
déu trong vong 5 mét 50 va ching kha d& dang. Andy Cole ciing vy, cau Ay it khi 14p duoc nhitng siéu
pham ma thay vao d6 14 nhitng pha ap sét, dwa chin, cac tinh hubng day bong vao ludi trong. Ky niang
dirt diém ctia Solskjaer thi that tuyét voi. Kha ning suy nghi da giup ciu Ay phat huy nhitng ki ning von
c6 cua minh. Ole ¢ mot by 6c chuyén phan tich. Khi ¢ vi tri co thé sat, cau éy da tinh toan tat ca cac

phuong an roi. Ole khong dugc thi diu thudng xuyén vi thé Iuc han ché cua cdu dy. Sau ndy cdu 4y co



cai thién duoc diéu d6 nhung thue tinh, Ole chi 1a mdt chang trai tré manh khanh trong nhirng ngay dau

tién tai day.

Ole ludn ghi chép khi ngdi trén ghé du bi hay trong cac budi tap. Vi vy trude khi vao san, cau dy da
phan tich k§ cang doi thi. Tran ddu mé ra don gian nhu mot biéu d6 dbi véi Ole va cau dy biét can

phai di chuyén & dau, vao luc nao.

Ole 1a mot cau thi rat d& mén va khong bao gid mudn tranh cai voi toi. S& khong bao gior ¢d chuyén
Ole dap cira van phong toi va yéu cau c6 mot suat da chinh. Cau ay hai 1ong véi vi tri ctia minh va nd
da giup ich cho chiing t6i rat nhiéu. Béi néu chung i gip kho khin trong viéc quyét dinh ai sé da
chinh trong s6 ba tién dao con lai, thi nguoi thir tw can dong vai tro hd trg. Vi vay, toi chi can giai

quy€t van dé véi ba cai tén: Yorke, Cole va Sheringham.

Piu tién, t61 d3 nghi rang Ruud 13 sé¢ hitu nhiéu k¥ ning hon nhung thire té trén san thi khong duoc nhu
vay. To1 da ki vong cau éy s€ lam viéc cham chi nhu nhirng déng ddi khac. Nhiéu thoi diém cau éy da
cd gang nhung cudi cung phai thira nhin cau Ay khong c6 thién huéng mot tién dao cham chi. Ruud
khéng duoc troi phii cho nén tang thé luc sung méin vi vay két qua cua nhirng bai kiém tra thé luc cta
ciu Ay chua bao gid ¢ mirc 4n twong. Va ban chi c6 thé biét rang Ruud s& dwa bong vao ludi néu ban

cO nhirng tinh hudng kién tao chuan xac cho cau ay.

Nhitng nim trudce, ching tdi di dé mat Eric Cantona, Teddy Sheringham ciing ra di, Ole c6 van dé véi
dau gbi, Yorkie thi dd phan ndo xao nhing, chi con Andy 13 van con duy tri duoc phong do. Ban c6 thé
tin twong vao Andy Cole bt ctr luc ndo, nhung khi dua vé Ruud thi t6i hiéu rang toi s& c6 van dé vai
Andy bdi cau Ay luon nghi rang minh 1 trung phong cam xuat sac nhat thé gidi. Toi khong phé phan
diéu ny vi 1ong ty ton c4 nhan 13 thir hitu dung vai cac cau thi. DAu vay, Andy t6 ra phat ¥ khi t6i bat

dau xép cau ay da cap véi Ruud.

Andy Cole ciing d3 tirng bay t6 sy bat man khi Cantona con & san Old Trafford. Ddi tac ung ¥ duy nhat
ctia Andy chi c6 thé 1a Yorkie. Muia giai 1998/1999 thuc su 1a thién duong d6i vdi chiing t6i khi ma
su hop tac va tinh ban cua hai nguoi ho da dat dén tAm hién tuong. Ho khong hé biét nhau trude khi
Yorkie dén v&i United nhung ho cir thé tré thanh mot cip an ¥ khong thé tach roi. Trong cac budi tip
luyén ho 1udn tap phdi hop cling nhau, rat it khi khong hiéu ¥ nhau va hay c6 nhitng pha dap nha mot-
hai chinh xac. Ho phéi hop v&i nhau rat nhudn nhuy@n va toi nhé hai nguoi da ghi tong cong 53 ban.



Do Andy v&i Ruud khong thé hoa hop nén t6i dd quyét dinh ban Andy Cole cho Blackburn Rovers.
Nim d6 Andy méi hon 30 tudi. Toi nghi United va cu dy di ¢ nhitng khoang thoi gian tot dep danh
cho nhau. Chiing t6i ki hop ddng v&i cau Ay tir ndm 1995 va di c6 bay mua giai gan bo rdi cudi cung
nhan dugc 6.5 triéu bang tr Blackburn. Cau lac bg da mua Andy tir Newcastle vo1 mic gia 7 triéu
bang kém theo Keith Gillespie, cau tha khong dang gia dén 1 triéu bang, vi vay cau lac bd di gan nhu

thu ho1 ca von l1an 1a1. Khong t61 mdt chut nao.

Mot chan stt khac ciing gap van dé voi Ruud d6 1a Diego Forlan, mot cau thil wu ti. Ruud mudn tré
thanh chin stt s6 mot, d6 1a ban ning ctia ciu 4y, con Diego Forlan thi khong hé hop véi vai tro hd
trg, thé nén su két hop gitta hai ngudi ho chi 13 con sé khong tron trinh. Diego thudng thé hién tot hon
khi c6 mot d6i tac trén hang cong. Nhung cdu 4y thinh thoang van ghi nhitng ban thing quan trong, nhu
ct dip vao ludi Liverpool hay pha 1ap cong & phit cudi cting trong tran ddu v6i Chelsea. Diego

Forlan 13 mot cau thi gioi va thuc su chuyén nghiép.

Diego con c6 mot nguoi chi tan tit sdng & Majorca va chim soc chi 13 trach nhiém ctia cau ay. Tuy
nhién, chang trai ndy van luén mim cudi. C6 thé néi nim thir tiéng khac nhau. Mot lan gié méi, néu xét
vé mit con ngudi. Chung toi di ban cau ay lay 2 triéu bang, qua ré. Nhung véi mirc lwong ciia Diego,
khong cau lac bo ndo sin sang tra cao hon sd tién d6. Tiép theo, ching ta déu biét cau Ay chuyén sang
Atletico Madrid vé1 muc gia 15 tri¢u bang. Hoi & United, ciu éy c6 mot than hinh dep va chic chan.
Cau 4y con 1a mot nguoi choi quan vot rat gioi, hoan toan c6 thé di theo con dudng chuyén nghiép va
da phai can nhic giira bong da va quan vot. Toi da biét diéu nay khi Diego méi dén United. Trong giai
dau quﬁn vot ndi b trurde mua giai, to1 thir dat cugce vao Diego. To1 da bao voi “nha cai” Gary
Neville rang: “Ti 1é ctia Diego 1a bao nhiéu nhi?”

Gary to vé hét hodng va héi lai: “Tai sao? Tai sao? Cau éy c6 thi dau u?”
To1 dap lai: “Lam sao ma to1 biét dugc? Sao cau khong hoi cau ay?”

Nhung duong nhu Gary da doc duoc ¥ nghi ciia tdi. S& khong c6 cude dit cugce ndo cho Diego hét.

Cau ay s& “lam thit” tit ca nhitng ngudi con lai.
“Thay nghi chiing t6i ngdc nghéch 1dm sao?” Neville hoi.

To1 cuoi: “No6 cling dang dé thu day chir, to61 da hi vong cau dat ti 1€ mot an muoi!”



<Hét chuong XI>

Chwong XII: Mourinho — Pdi thii “diic biét"

Khi Jose Mourinho budc vao phong hop bao, 1an dau tién trén cwong vi huan luyén vién truéng
Chelsea miia hé ndm 2004, t6i dd nhin ra mdt mbi nguy hiém tiém ting. “T6i 1a ngudi dic biét," Jose
tuyén bd. “Dung 1a mdt gi ngdng cudng," toi da nghi vay khi chig kién dng ta 1am bao gidi phan
khich boi nhitng phat ngon dat gia.

Panh gia dau tién tir sau trong t6i: “Linh m&i!". Tré tudi. Khong ¢ gi dang dé ban cai vé ong ta.
Khong c6 gi dang dé phan d6i. Nhung Jose c6 sy thong minh va tu tin, dé dwong dau v6i nhitng thir
thach tai Chelsea.

T6i d3 ndi chuyén rat nhiéu voi Carlos vé Jose va ong Ay nhdn manh: “Cau ta 13 mot nguoi cuc ky
thong minh." Nhirng hiéu biét ctia Carlos vé Mourinho c6 tir ngdy ho cing lam viéc trong hoc vién.
Jose 1a mdt trong nhitng hoc trd ctia Carlos khi con & Bo Pao Nha. “Ngudi hoc tro xudt sic nhat ma
toi tirng diu dat. Xuét sac nhat," Carlos khen ngoi. Toi biét rang nhiing don tdm 1y chién chua bao gio

13 thach thirc v6i Mourinho. T6i phai tim ra mot cach khac dé ha ong ay.

Trong sudt quing thoi gian tir thang Tam ndm 2004 dén thang Nam nim 2006, ching toi chi ¢ duy
nhat mot danh hiéu: Cup Lién doan 2006. Chelsea va Jose thi gianh cti dup Premier League trong hai
nam lién tiép. Su tut [0i cta Arsenal khién sirc manh tai chinh ctia Abramovich va kha ning cam quan

ctia Jose tro thanh vat can 16n nhét trén con dudng tim lai vinh quang ctia ching t6i.

Pi thanh truyén théng, qué trinh chuan bi cho mua clia giai mdi cua ching t6i thudng chon diém roi
phong do vao nira sau ctia cudc dua duong truong 38 vong. Chung tdi luén két thuc mua giai mot cach
xuét sic. Kha ning gianh chién thing trong nhitng giai doan quan trong ctia United 1a két tinh cta tinh

toan khoa hoc va tinh thin chién dau.

Jose la mot “tan binh" & Premier League, lam viéc cho mdt 6ng chu véi thi tién khong day. Mua thu
nam 2004, 6ng Ay can mot khoi dau bung nd ngay trong nhirng tuan dau tién tai Stamford Bridge. Va
Chelsea tao ra khoang cach 6 diém ddi véi nhom bam dudi ma chang t6i khong thé ndo san 1ap. Mot
khi d3 vao vi tri dan dau doan dua, Jose bat dau ap dung nhitng chién thang v&i cach biét toi thiéu,
thudng chi 1 1-0 hodc 2-0. Ho s& vuon 1én dan trudc roi lui vé c6 thu. Chelsea trd thanh mot doi

bong vo cung kho bi danh bai. Ho dugce t6 chirc tot hon rt nhiéu so véi trude day. T61 khong théng



noi bat clr tran nao khi hanh quan dén Stamford Bridge ké tir khi Mourinho tiép quan noi niy.

Jose da sir dung nhitng tran ddu trudc mua giai dé xdy dung doi hinh mang thién hudng phong ngu.
Pau tién, ong éy st dung ba hau vé, hai cau tha chay canh va mot hang tién vé kim cuong. Mot doi
hinh rat kho d4nh bai.

Lan cham tran dau tién cua ching t6i 13 & Champions League 2003/04, khi Porto ctia Jose dd ha ndc
ao United. Cudi tran lugt di, t6i va Jose dd co6 nhitng tranh cii nho. Nhung d6 1a diéu thuong xuyén
xXay ra voi cac dong nghiép khi toi gip mit ho 1an dau. Ngay ca George Graham ciing khong tranh khoi
xung dot v6i 61 ngdy con & Arsenal. Sau ndy, t6i va George trd thanh nhitng ngudi ban tot. Moi
chuyén ciing xay ra y nhu viy vi Mourinho. T6i luén thiy 6ng ay rat hitu ich va vo ving coi md. Toi
nghi Jose ciing nhan ra rang minh dang d6i dau véi mot nguoi di trai qua tat ca nhitng cung bac cam

xuc cua tran dau va rat thich thi moi khi tro chuyén cung to1.

Su phan no dau tién clia toi bat nguén tir viéc cac cau thu Porto 1ién tuc an va. Toi nghi Jose da kha
bat ngd voi cam xtc cua toi. Toi di di qua xa. Toi khong nén trat hét sy tirc gian 1én Jose. Thuc ra thir
1am t6i gian dit hon 13 viéc Roy Keane bi dudi khoi san. Luc ay, toi ctr nhd dén 101 phan nan cta
Martin O’Neill vé hanh vi cta céc hoc trd ciia Jose trong tran Chung két Cup UEFA giita Porto va
Celtic ma Porto gianh chién thiang. Toi di xem tran ddu nhung khéng nghi Porto thira hudng phong
cach dic trung cta cac doi bong Bo Pao Nha. Tuy nhién, Martin O’Neill ¢t noi va néi vé chuyén do.

Trong toi bat dau nay sinh tim 1y danh gia.

An trong dau tién cta t6i trong 1an cham tran d6 1a viéc Roy tré thianh nan nhan ctia quyét dinh sai 1am
tir trong tai. Theo bang quay cham, rd rang cau Ay di cd tranh va cham véi thii thanh di phuong. Diéu
d6 khién chang toi chi con thi dau v6i 10 ngudi va Keane duong nhién sé vang mit trong tran dau luot
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A
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Hai tudn sau tai Old Trafford, trong tai chinh tiép tuc diéu khién tran ddu mot cach ky quai. Ching toi
tan cong don dap trong khoang ba, bon phit cudi tran. Ronaldo vuot qua hau vé bién ddi phuong
nhung bi d6n ngd. Trong tai bién di cang cd bao 161, nhung vi trong tai chinh ngudi Nga van cho tran
dau tiép tuc. Porto phan cong va ghi ban thang quyét dinh.

T6i da chiic mirng Jose khi tran dau két thic. Ching t6i 1am mot ly ruou va t6i ndi voi dng Ay rang:

“Ong d3 gip may day, nhung du sao thi ciing chic nhitng gi tot nhit trong vong dau tiép theo."



Lan tiép theo tdi Old Trafford, Jose mang theo rugu ctia ong Ay, mot chai Barca-Velha, va no bat dau
tr¢ thanh truyén thdng gitra hai chiing t6i. Toi khong thé hiéu ndi tai sao rugu & Chelsea rat t&. Mot lan
toi phai tAm sy voi Abramovich: “Ctr nhu day 1a nudc tiy son ay!". Tuin sau, 6ng y lién guri ting toi
mot thung Tignanello. Mot mon qua tuyét voi.

Nhitng buéc chay doc bién dn mirng chién thing trén san Old Trafford cua Jose, i ciing ting thuc
hién chung. Khoanh khic United ghi ban vao ludi Sheffield Wednesday va Brian Kidd dang quy gbi
trén san dn murng, toi ciing nhay cang 1én ngoai dudng bién. T6i ngudng md nhitng ngudi dam boc 16

cho ban thiy cam xtic thire. N6 chirng to ho that 1ong quan tim dén cong viéc.

Chién thang trudc United tai Champions League da cong céo cai tén Jose Mourinho vdi ca thé gidi.
Panh dai Celtic & tran Chung két Cup UEFA 1a mt thanh tich dang ghi nhan, nhung vuot qua
Manchester United bang mot chién thing tai Old Traford va gianh chirc vo dich Champions League
sau d6 1a minh chirg hoan hao nhat cho kha ning cam quan cua Jose. Nam 2008, t6i nhd di ndi voi
ong ay rang: “Toi khong biét khi ndo s& giai nghé. Thuc sy rat kho khan khi gia di vi 6ng bat dau so
phai chia tay nghiép cam quan." Jose tra 10i: “Xin ding giai nghé, ong 1a dong luc dé toi tiép tuc phan
dau." Jose ciing ndi rang ong ay c6 nhiéu thir thach khac, nhung chic chin s& quay lai Anh mot ngay
nao d6. Ong 4y da gianh thém mot chirc vo dich Champions League véi Inter Milan va danh hiéu La
Liga cung Real Madrid trudc khi tré vé Chelsea thang Sau nam 2013.

Tat c4 nhirng nguo1 to1 tirng no1 chuyén déu nhat tri Jose 1a mot huan luyén vién rat tan tam voi cau thu
ctia minh. Ong ay ti mi trong viéc 1én ké hoach chi tiét. Khi hiéu Jose, ban sé& thay ong ay ciing rat dé
mén. Va ong ay co6 thé cudi chinh minh, van ding mot cau chuyén cudi vao hoan canh ctia minh. Toi

khéng rd Wenger hay Benitez c¢6 kha ning day khong nira.

Theo dbi cai cach Jose giai quyét cac cong viée tai Real Madrid tir nim 2010 thuc sy rat hap dan. D6
1a sy bo nhiém tht vi nhat ma t6i dugc biét. Tat ca cac hudn luyén vién ting lam viéc ¢ day déu phai
tuan theo mot triét 1y. Triét 1y Dai ngan ha. Khi bo nhiém Mourinho, t6i chac chan Real di phai chap
nhan bé cong triét 1y ctia minh néu nhu ho muén gianh chérc vo dich C1.

Nhu bat ctr mot cong viéc nao khac, ban mang vé mot nguo1 mdi va dot nhién moi thir thay ddi, va tac
gia ctia su chi dinh nay bat dau nghi ngd: “Khoan da, ching ta khong biét moi thir s& xay ra nhu thé

nay." S€ c6 mot vai c6 dong vién ngodi trén khan dai Bernabeu va nghi rang: “To1 khong vui véi diéu



nay. To1 khong tra tién dé xem nhirng thir t¢ nhat nay. Du thua thi t61 mudn mdt tran thua 4-5 hon 1a 0-
1 . "

Su thé hién ctia Mourinho trong sudt quing thoi gian tai Real Madrid da rat 16i cudn toi. D6 1a thi
thach 1on nhat trong sy nghiép cAm quin cua 6ng ay. Ong 4y da ching minh duoc gia tri ciia minh &
Porto, Chelsea va Inter Milan, gianh hai chirc vo dich chau Au cung hai doi bong khac nhau. Nhung
liéu Jose Mourinho ¢6 thé dinh hinh dugc Real Madrid theo cach nghi va mong mudn cta riéng minh?
Ngay tir dau, Jose cho moi ngudi thiy 6ng kho c6 thé di theo 16i choi tin cong tong luc va dep miat.
Ong ay biét rang d6 khong phai duong dan dén thanh cong trong ky nguyén bong da hién dai.
Barcelona tAn cong mdn nhin, nhung ho ciing rat tich cyc tranh bong khi mit quyén kiém soat. Va ciing
nén nhé rang, khi Real lot vao ba tran Chung két Champions League trong vong nim nam, ho sé hitu
nhirng cau thi xuat sac nhat: Zidane, Figo, Roberto Carlos. Nhung bén canh d6 1a Fernando Hierro,
Iker Casillas trong khung g6, va Claude Makelele lam chdt chin gitta san, pha nat 16i choi ctia dbi thu.

Ho béo thu voi tudc danh “Dai ngan ha" sudt nhitng nam sau do, tiép nhan 6 at nhitng cau thu dén tir
Ha Lan va David Beckham, van Nistelrooy, Robinho. Nhung chiéc ctip Champions League danh gia
van ctr lang tranh ho tir sau tran Chung két tai Glasgow nam 2002. Mourinho di chtrng minh 6ng ay c6
da kha ning dan dit cac d6i bong 16n dén vé6i chién thing, nhung didu ma t6i thac mic 1a lidu Jose ¢o

duoc phép 1am diéu minh mudn tai Madrid hay khong.

Jose, khong phai ban cii, 1a mot ngudi thue dung. Diém tién quyét trong triét 1y cua 6ng ay 1a phai
chic chin khong thua. Khi con dan dit Inter, trong tran chién voi Barcelona tai Ban két Champions
League, ong ay biét rang Inter s& mat khoang 65% quyén kiém soat bong. Tt ca cac doi bong khac déu
biét vay. Ton chi cua Barcelona ludn l1a kiém soét khu vuc gitra san. Néu ban choi bdn tién vé, ho s&
c6 ndm, néu ban xép sau ngudi tai day, ho sin sang ting quan sd 1én bay. Nhu vay, ho c6 thé chuyén
bong cuc ky mach lac cho nhau va cho bg tir phong ngu. Ban sé€ lac 16i trong cach van hanh cua ho, chi
biét chay vong vong va dién 1én vi chong mat. Poi khi, ban chi biét ding nhin trai bong lan. Hay nhin

mot chiéc du quay va ban s& hiéu y ciia t6i, vong quanh dén hoa mét.

Jose biét rang Inter s& khong c6 nhiéu bong trong tran ddu voi Barcelona, nhung 6ng ay c6 thir vii khi
cua riéng minh, chu yéu danh vao su tap trung va cach lua chon vi tri. Esteban Cambiasso, tién vé
trung tam, 1a mot con bai “téy" trong do1 hinh Inter khi d6. Messi xut hién & dau, Cambiasso sé& theo
d6. Néu Messi nhay sang khu vuc khic, Cambiasso sé& di chuyén theo khong roi nira budc. Nghe thi c¢6



vé don gian, nhung d6 chi 1a mot phan trong ca ké hoach chung cua toan doi, khi ma céc vi tri phong
ngu hoan toan gén két v&i nhau. Va nd that su mang lai hi¢u qua tuy€t voi. Sau nay, co 1an t6i xem mét
tran d4u cua Real Madrid, Jose str dung ba sy thay d6i nguoi trong 15 phut cudi. Ho déu 1a nhitng cau
tht phong ngy thuan tiy dugce dua vao dé bao toan chién thang.

Nhung tit ca diéu niy dién ra rat 1au sau nhitng tran chién ctia ching t6i vao gitra thap ky 2000, khi
Chelsea gianh chirc vo dich qudc gia dau tién sau 50 nim va bao vé thanh cong 12 thang sau d6 vao
muia hé 2006. Néu mua giai 2004/05 trang tay v6i United that toi té thi dén nam tiép theo ching toi
cling chi mang vé phong truyén théng duy nhat danh hiéu Ctp Lién doan. Mot doi hinh méi dang trong
qua trinh xay dung, nhung t6i khong hé biét no s& mang vé ba chirc v6 dich Premier League lién tiép

sau do.

Ké hoach cta chung i 1a xay dung doi hinh méi sau su ra di ctia Keane, Giggs, Scholes va Neville.
Ba trong s6 ho d3 & lai 1au hon ky vong, chi c6 Keane 1a phai ra di. Diéu t6i hudng dén 13 két hop mot
nhom céac cau thu tré trién vong c¢6 kha ning phat trién trong nhiéu nim t4i, voi nhitng kinh nghiém quy
bau tir Giggs, Scholes va Neville dé hd trg qua trinh. Gio day, t6i ¢ thé nhin lai va néi d6 1a ké
hoach thanh cong hoan hao.

bung vay, chiing t61 c6 mdt mua giai 2004/05 t€ hai, that bai trong tran Chung két Cup FA vo1 Arsenal
sau loat d4 penalty, nhung t6i d c6 thé nhin ra nhitng dau hiéu tich cuc, tir Rooney va Ronaldo. Ho da
“hanh ha" Arsenal trong tran dau d6. Chiing t6i ¢ tong cong 21 ct st trang dich. Tai vong 16 doi
Champions League, United thua cting voi ty s6 0-1 trén san nha va san khach truéc Milan, Hernan
Crespo 1a nguoi ghi ca hai ban thing d6. Gay dung lai doi hinh khong khién t6i phai khiép sg. Mot cau
lac bo bong d4 cling gan giii nhu mot gia dinh. Doi khi, ngudi ta phai chia tay. Trong bong da, doi khi
14 ho lwa chon ra di, d6i khi ban muén ho ra di va doi khi lai khong hé ¢6 lwa chon ndo cho ca hai bén,

luc tudi tac va chan thuong ap deén.

T6i d4 tirng rat budn khi nhirng cau thi gioi roi doi bong. Toi ddi theo mot cau thi dang di dén nhitng
ngay cudi ciing ctia s nghiép va cung thoi diém, mot cau hoi ludn ving vang trong dau: “Khi nao thi
ciu Ay sé& ra di, hodc cdu 4y sé& ¢ lai v&i chung ta trong bao 1au?" Kinh nghiém d3 day toi luén dé

nhitng cau tha tré du phong & cac vi tri quan trong.

Boi vay, ngiy 10 thang Nam nam 2005, khi United phai xép hang chao ming Chelsea, nha tin vo dich,

ngay trén san nha Old Trafford, thi t61 khong hé ¢6 khai niém dau hang trude strc manh tién bac cla



Abramovich.

Vé tam 1y, day 1a mot khoanh khic vi dai ddi véi Chelsea. Ho gianh dugc chirc vo dich 1an dau tién
sau nira thé ky va tim lai 4nh hao quang. Bai hoc rut ra & day 1a mot khai dau cham chap sé& khong bao
gior duge tha thr néu ching t6i phai d6i mit voi Chelsea, thir thach mdi nhat luc bay gio. Mua giai
tiép theo, United c6 mdt khéi dau nhu mo, mic du cudi cung van dubi strc va chiju thit bai. Piém den
cua mua giai la cudc dbi dau véi Lille tai Paris, noi mot sb ¢d dong vién cta chung toi lién tuc la 6
cac cau tha tré dang khoi dong sau khi Roy Keane c6 budi phong van day gian dit véi MUTYV, ché
trach vai dong doi khong gang hét stre tap luyén.

Bai phong van d6 nhu mot ludi dao chét nguoi. Roy da lam tram trong thém phong d6 nghéo nan cua
doi bong béng cch tan cong chinh cac déng ddi. Trén san, United c6 man trinh dién té hai, va that bai

vo1 ty s0 0-1 dém do 1a diém den dang chil y nhat cta to61 sau nhi€u nam.

Thang Mudi mot ndim 2005, cing voi viéc Roy Keane roi doi bong, ching t6i cling mit di George
Best. Mot chang trai rat tot bung, mot quy ong lich 13m, nhung, thuong trie mot ndi boi roi. Béi r6i
khi n6i chuyén v&i ngudi khac. Ong y thiéu tur tin vao ban than khién ban tham chi phai lo lang. Toi
nhé t6i 1an ngdi trong quan bar tai Nhat Ban véi George va ban gai cuia 6ng dy, George da rat kho
khin trong viéc dién dat ngon ngir. Sy nhiit nhat bao trium. George ¢6 thé di cd mdt cude séng tot dep
hon sau khi giai nghé. Ong ay c6 thé huan luyén cac cau thu tré, nhung c6 18 George thiéu ca tinh dé
tr& thanh mot ngudi thay. Mot sy that vé George ma khong nhiéu ngudi nhan ra 13 6ng ay cuc ky thong
minh. Pam tang ctia ong Ay rat 16n, v6 cing tang thuong va duoc t6 chirc chu dao bai chinh quyén
thanh phd Belfast. N6 trang trong nhu nghi 1& qudc tang. Toi nhd cai cam giac khi nhin vao cha ctia
George, mdt con ngudi véi voc dang bé nho, day khiém ton va chot nghi: “Ong Ay d san sinh ra mot
trong nhirng cau tht xuat sac nhat lich sir." Mot ngudi dan 6ng nho bé dén tir Belfast, mot con ngudi
trAm lang. Ban c6 thé nhin ra sy nhat nhat cla George thura hudong tir dau.

Bong da noi qué huong George chu yéu danh cho ting 16p lao dong va ho thich nhitng cau thu c6 mot
chut thoi xau. Best, Gascoigne, Jimmy Johnstone. Ho nhin thiy su phan chiéu ctia minh noi nhitng

ngudi anh hing khong hoan hao. Jimmy 13 mot chang trai d& mén, ban khong thé khong bat cudi thich
thu trude nhitng trd nghich ngom ctia anh ay. Jock Stein luon nhin chdm chim vao dién thoai ctia 6ng

ay moi to1 thtr sdu va Jean, vg cua ong ay, s€ lai hoi: “Ong cho doi ai goi dén vay"

“Chiéc dién thoai s& d6 chudng thoi," Jock tra 10i.



Va mot cudc dién thoai thong thuong sé bt dau nhu sau: “Day la canh sat hat Lanarkshine, thua 6ng
Stein. Chung t61 dang gitr Jimmy ¢ day."

George Best da doat Ctp chau Au cing United. Nhung ¢ mia giai ndy, chung tdi con xa méi ¢ thé
gianh lai vinh quang d6. Wayne Rooney nhan thé do trong tran hoa 0-0 voi Villarreal thang Chin nam
2005 vi v0 tay mia mai trong tai Kim Milton Nielsen, ciing chinh 1a nguoi d dudi Beckham khoi san
& World Cup 1998. Ong ta khong phai trong tai wa thich cua t6i. Nielsen 1a mot trong nhiing trong tai
bi cim phan nhat. Ban s& hoa d4 ngay 14p tirc khi nhin thay tén vi trong tai nay trong tran du cta ban.
C6 dip khac, Rooney chiri thé trudc mit Graham Poll dén ca chuc 1an. Poll ¢6 18 13 ngudi thich xut
hién trén truyén hinh. Nhung it nhit ong 4y théng cam va dbi xir vdi Rooney nhu mot con nguoi, khong
hé chiu anh hudng boi nhirng phan (g ban ning kia. Ngugc lai, Rooney ciing danh su ton trong nhat
dinh cho Poll hon Nielsen. D6 con 1a tran dau Heinze dinh chan thwong day chang dau gdi ngay sau

khi nguo1 dai dién cua cau ay dé dat yéu cau chuyén nhugng voi chiing toi.

Trong khi d6, sau khi United bi loai khoi Champions League véi thit bai 1-2 trén sin ctia Benfica vao
thang Muoi hai, bdo chi bat dau tung ra hang loat nhitng binh luin vé ching tdi. Ho c¢6 1y néu chi trich
t6i vé& nhitng so suat lién tyc trong cong viéc, nhung véi nhan dinh rang toi that bai vi tudi tac thi qua
13 16 bich va kinh tom. Khi ngudi ta 16n tudi hon ciing ddng nghia véi kinh nghiém dan day thém. Pa
c6 thoi diém, nhitng cau thu xuat sic duogc thué théng vé 1am huan luyén vién cho cac cau lac bd
Premier League ma chiang can hoc nghé. Nhitng nha quan 1y day kinh nghiém thi bj gat sang bén. Hay
nhin vao Bobby Robson, ngudi bi day khoi Newcastle. Sam Allardyce, tai ning da dugc chimg minh,
bi sa thai chi sau sau thang caAm quan. That nuc cuoi. Pbi mit véi bao chi mdi thir Sau tré nén cay
dang. Khong mdt tay phong vién nao hoi thang t6i rang “Ong da hét “han sir dung’ chwa?" Nhung ho s&

viét nhitng dong nhur vay. Ho s& sir dung sirc manh ctia ngodi but dé giét chét mot huan luyén vién.

Diéu gi xay ra ciing c6 logic ctia nd. Co dong vién néi: “Nhitng diéu phong vién viét 1a chinh xac, toi
da phan nan chuyén ndy miy nam nay roi." Nhung toi biét United dang di dén dau. Toi biét ching toi
can thém mot chut thoi gian, khong qua nhiéu, boi vi tai thoi diém nay trong su nghiép, toi khong duogc
phép cham tré. Néu khong cam thiy c6 thé xdy dung mot doi hinh chit lugng, t6i sé ra di ngay lap tirc.
T6i da rat ty tin vao Rooney va Ronaldo. Téi tin chéc rfmg hé théng tuyén trach van hoat dong manh
mé. Roi chiing t61 s& tim thdy nhitng cau thi du strc dwa United vé ding cip von co. Du chi gianh Cap
Lién doan, United van c6 khd nhiéu man trinh dién tot trong nim 2006.



United d& dung day rat nhanh sau that bai trudc Benfica, v&i nhitng chién thang lién tiép trudc Wigan,
Aston Villa, West Brom va Bolton, gitip chung tdi dtrng sau Chelsea v6i khoang cach 9 diém. Va rdi
Evra va Vidic gia nhap doi bong. o) hang tht, chung t61 thuc hién cac bai tap phong thu déu d3n moi
tuan, dic biét 1a véi nhirng pha tat bong: chon vi tri, vao bong, tim hiéu cach di chuyén ctia tién dao
d6i phuong, phdi hop cting hidu vé bién. Bai tap bat dau tir vong tron trung tim, véi hai tién dao va
mdt sb cau tha chay canh. Dau tién, mdt tién dao s& duogc cép bong va sut. Ngay 1ap tirc, trai bong thu
hai s& dugc tat vao tir bén canh. Ngay sau khi ho vuot qua, trai bong thir ba xudt phat trong vong cam.
Céc hau vé can phan tng nhanh nhay trudc cac tinh hudng. Ba bai tp trong mot.

Phong cach thi d4u cua chung t61 da thay ddi. Ban co thé ké tén bao nhiéu trung v¢ thuc sy chi thich
phong ngu? Vidic 13 ngudi nhu vay. C6 thé ndi rang nhirng pha tranh bong ndm an nim thua 1am cau ay
phan khich. Smalling ciing c6 mdt chat tinh cach 4y. Vidic 1a mot gi cing ran va khong hé khoan
nhuong. Cau éy c6 niém ty hao dan toc 16n lao. Nam 2009, ciu éy da dén gdp to1 va tam su réng co
thé nhan duoc 1énh triéu tap.

“Triéu tap? Y cau la sao?" t61 héi, c6 mot chut lo lang.
“Kosovo. Co thé t01 s€ dén do," Vidic tra 101. “D0o 1a trach nhiém cua t61."
Cau ay rat nghiém tic vo1 nhirng gi vira noi.

Cong cudc tim kiém nhitng tai ning méi ctia chiing t6i dién ra xuyén sudt cac luc dia. Gerard Pique
duoc “chim" trong mot giai ddu tré. Canh ctra dbi véi nhirng cau thi tré chit luong nhung chua ¢ co
hoi ra san cua Barcelona da dugc Fabregas mo ra bang viéc gia nhap Arsenal, vi thé chiing toi rat tu
tin trong viéc thuong thao voi gia dinh Pique. Ric r6i duy nhat dén tir viéc ong cua Pique dang 13 mot
thanh vién ndm quyén tai Nou Camp. Gia dinh Gerard d& gan chit véo lich st cta Barcelona.

Pique 12 mot cau thu tuyét voi va toi da rat that vong khi cau 4y mudn quay tré vé Tay Ban Nha. Cau
ay c6 kha ning chuyén bong dic biét, mot ca tinh tuyét voi véi tinh than chién thing luon chay manh
trong huyét quan. Ca gia dinh cta cdu 4y déu rat thianh cong. Cau 4y 12 mot ban sao hoan hao ciia bd va
me. Pang tiéc, cau éy khong thé cho doi thé chd Ferdinand va Vidic. Pique va Evans dang I€ co thé
trd thanh cdp bai trung trong 10 nam toi.

Khi United tha hoa 0-0 véi Barcelona tai Ban két Champions League, cha ciia Gerard da dén gap toi



tai khach san cua doi — ho thuc su 13 nhirng nguoi dé mén — va giai thich ré“mg Barcelona mudn dua
con trai ho trd lai. Cha me ctia Pique ciing mong mudn ciu 4y trd vé nha. Ho rat nhd cau dy. Gerard thi
nhd cam giac dugc ra san va tin rang minh s& c6 duoc mot chd ding trong doi hinh xuat phat cua
Barcelona. Moi thir ctr thang than nhu vay thoi. Cubi cung, phi chuyén nhuong duoc thong nhét 13 tim
triéu euro. Vi thuong vu Pique, United phai ndp 180 nghin bang cho FIFA theo luat vao thoi diém do.

Céac cu lac bd 16n & chau Au ngay lap tirc tu bao v€ minh dé ngan chan cac cudc tAn cong tr Anh
qudc. Ho khong bao gior cho phép nhirng cau thi nhur Pique hay Fabregas roi dat nudc nim nay qua
nam khac. Cudi cung ching tdi quay trd lai véi nhitng tai ning ban xir, va thudng phai bo ra ndm triéu
bang cho mdt cau thu Ddi Mbt. Nhung tai sao ching ta lai phai tra dén 500,000 bang cho ai d6 tham
chi khong du kha ning thé hién ban thin? Richard Eckersley 1a mot truong hop thu vi. Burnley dé nghi
murc gia 500,000 bang. Ching t6i muén mdt triéu bang. Ching t6i phai danh khoang 12 nam dé phat
trién cau ay. Nhung khoan boi thudng c6 1& chi nén duoc kich hoat khi cau thi da thi dau cho Poi Mot.
T6i khong nghi nhitng cau lac bo dang ban cau thu s& phan nan vi diéu nay, nhat 1a khi ho vAn nhan
dugc tién khi cau tha ctia ho tiép tuc chuyén nhuong trong cac nam to1.

Ai ciing tirng danh gia sai 1am va trong vai nim nay, toi di c6 nhirng ban hop dong that bai. Kleberson,
Djemba — Djemba... Téi phai tra gia tra gia dat nhat cho thwong vu Ralph Milne, cdu dy tiéu tén cua
t6i 170 nghin bang. Céc thanh vién trong ban huan luyén thudng ché giéu t6i: “Ching ta can mua thém
mot Ralphy Milne khac, huan luyén vién a." Tat ca nhan vién déu da 1am viéc véi i trén 20 nam. Ho
s& khong bao gio quén duoc chuyén d6. William Prunier 1a mot ban hop dong nita khién toi bi tréu
choc. Tham chi Evra, v&i giong néi ¢d tinh day 18n cao, da c6 1an hoi: “Thay oi, c¢6 phai thdy da ting

mua William Prunier?"

Ryan Giggs thich thu cho toi tra 101.

“Ay, chung ta da thir viéc cau ta mot 1an," toi ngét 101

“Thir viéc?" Evra kéu 1én. Cau 4y dudng nhu khong c6 ¥ dinh tha cho t6i. “Bao 1au vay thay?"
“Hai tran."

“Thtr viéc trong hai tran u?"



“Pung the va d6 1a mot tham hoa."
Patrice da du dugc t61 ndi ra diéu cau 4y mong muon.

Piéu dau tién ma ban phai 1am véi mot cau thi méi 13 giup cau ta giai quyét nhitng van dé cap thiét:
ngan hang, nha &, ngdn ngit, giao théng. .. Can dén ca mot qua trinh. Ngon ngit 1un ludn 1a rao can 16n
nhét. Vi duy, kha nang nam bat tiéng Anh ctia Valencia 1a kha t6t, van dé & day chi 1a su tu tin ctia cau
ay. Toi c6 thé viét va doc bang tiéng Phap, nhung toi rat kém ty tin khi phai noi tiéng Phap. Antonio
biét diéu d6. “Tiéng Phap cua thay thi sao a?" cau ay hoi. U c6 1y day. Nhung toi d chi ra rang néu
t6i 1am viéc & Phép, t0i ciing s& nd luc dé noi bang duoc ngdn ngir ¢ ddy. Valencia dang 1am viéc &
Anh va cdu ay phai néi tiéng Anh.

Trén vai tro mdt cau tha, Valencia 1a nguoi rat diing cam. Ban khong thé de doa dugc cdu ay. Valencia
xuat than tr khu 6 chudt. RS rang cudc doi cau ay trai qua nhiéu cudc au da. Trong nhitng cudc chién

mot mat mot con, cau ay ludn gdp mat.

Mot chit ky chat lwong khac vao mila hé nam 2006 1a Michael Carrick. Chiing t6i di dé y Carrick tir
1au, va David Gill nhian duoc phan hdi tir Spurs rang ho d sin sang ban ciu y. “Ong mudn ra gia bao
nhiéu cho cu 4y?" David hoi.

“Néu nhu mua duoc ciu ay v6i gia 8 triéu thi tuyét qua," toi tra 1oi.

Sau khi thuong thao, David thong béo: “Daniel Levy ndi rang ong phéi ting tién 1én néu mudn ho dong

on

Y.

Chuang t61 mac ca thém vai tuan. Theo doi Michael thi diu véi Arsenal vao cudi mia giai do, Martin
da thuyét phuc t6i: “Cau dy chic chin 1a mdt cau thi ctia Manchester United.". Cau Ay 1a mdt ngdi sao.
T6i dong ¥ mirc gia khai diém khoang 14 triéu bang, voi nhirng diéu khoan co thé ting 1én 18 triéu.

Micheal 1a mdt cau thu sinh ra dé chuyén bong, khi Scholes dd buéc gan dén tubi 35. Piéu gay cho t6i
an tuong vé Carrick 1a cdu Ay ludn tao ra nhitng dudng bong tan cong. TAm nhin rong va cé kha ning
thay d6i 16i choi. Nhitng dudng chuyén dai vuot tuyén 1a vii khi ma t6i nghi s& phu hop v6i doi hinh
hién tai. Sau vai thang, t6i ¢ than phién v&i cdu 4y rang khong hiéu tai sao dén gid ndy ma ciu Ay van
chwa thé ghi ban. Khi luyén tip, Carrick sat bong rat cir, nhung dén khi thi ddu chinh thire thi lai chang



lam dugc diéu d6. Ching t6i da giup cau Ay cai thién tinh hinh, dé cau ay da tu do hon va ¢ ging khai
thac nhitng strc manh tiém an. C6 1& cdu Ay da hinh thanh cac thoi quen tir khi con & Spurs, noi ciu dy
choi thap va hiém khi tim duong dén khung thanh d6i phuong. V&i United, Carrick d3 tim ra strc manh
thue sur cua chinh minh.

Michael 1a mdt cau thi gioi. Nhung doi khi vi tinh nhat nhat, ciu iy can duoc dong vién. Cau Ay
thuong khoi dau mua giai v6i phong d6 khong duoc t6t, 1y do chung t6i ciing khong thé hiéu ndi. Moi
su lai tré vé véi dang chan gia tri cta n6 vao cudi thang Muoi1. C6 mot su that thuong khién nhiéu

nguo1 da hiéu nham gia tri va tam quan trong cua cau ay.

Tbi vé huu, cting 1a lac Mourinho tr& vé Chelsea, noi ma trude d6 ¢6 mot cau thu nude ngoai ma toi
v6 ciing mén mo & Premier League — han nhién khong thudc bién ché United. Tai ning d6 mang tén
Gianfranco Zola. T6i s& luén nhé vé ban thing ma cdu Ay di ghi vao luéi United tai Stamford Bridge
khi cau éy rut chan lai léy da sut va sau do dung lai mot chut trude khi thuc hién. Trong khi Zola c6
pha dut diém nghé si, Big Pally da bi mat da va trugt di trudc pha him bong cua cau ay. Oi, nguong
mit chua Pally ! Bryan Robson da dua : « Cau c6 thé ding ving trén chin minh khong day?’. Nhung

du sao t61 van rat mén Zola, bdi vi cau ay ludn thi dau véi ny cuoi trén moi.

<Hét chuong XII>

Chuwong XIII: Canh tranh voi Wenger

Trong nha thd va trén chién trudng, d6 1a hai noi hoan toan khac nhau. Bén ngoai san bong, Arséne
Wenger kha diém tinh. Ong ay 13 mot ngudi ban t6t, voi tim hiéu biét rong. Ching tdi ¢6 thé noi
chuyén vé ruou, hay bt cir van dé nao khéc trong cude song. Trong cac hoi nghi cia UEFA, ong dy
ludn san sang gitip & nhirng huan luyén vién khac. Mot thanh vién kha tan tim, chu ddo. Nhung khi tré
lai véi d6i bong, voi nhirng tran dau, ong dy trd thanh mot ngudi hoan toan khac.

T6i luén cam thay minh hiéu rat rd Arséne. Luc tiéng cdi vang 1én, t0i c6 thé nhin ra sy thay doi trong
ong ay. Do 1a nét twong dong vai t6i. Néu can chi ra mdt tinh cach chung ctia chiing t6i, thi at han phai
1a nbi cam ghét su that bai. Khi t6i dé thua Raith Rovers trong nhitng nim dau cta su nghiép cam quan
(thoi 61 con huan luyén St Mirren), toi dd tir chdi bat tay Bertie Paton, ngudi dong nghiép bén phia
Raith Rovers, du chiing t6i tirng kh4 than nhau & Dunfermline. T4t nhién, sau d6 Bertie chay theo toi
va trach moc. O, tdt thoi. Poi lac ban can nhirng bai hoc nho dé nhan ra minh sai, va t6i d3 sai ngay

hom do6. Hay nhg, tran dau chi la mot phan ctua cudc song. Néu ban cu xir theo nhu vay, 1o rang no thé



hién su nho nhen va thiéu ton trong nguo1 khac.

Arséne va tdi kha than thién vdi nhau. Chung t6i ludn ton trong 14n nhau, véi nhitng thanh tuu moi
nguoi dat duge. Nhung tat nhién khong thé tranh dugc nhitng tranh cii. Phat sing mo dau 1a tir 6ng ay.
Arséne than phién t6i, vi t6i kéu ca vé lich thi dau. Toi ngay lap tirc dap tra: "Ong ay chi m&i dén tir
Nhat Ban, vay 6ng ay hiéu duoc gi chd?" Va dé 1a su that.

Hai niam sau, Arséne mdi to ra dong cam vé lich thi dau day ddc ciia ching toi. Mot ga huan luyén
vién ngoai quéc ‘chan uét chan rao’ dén va nghi rang éng ta ¢ thé gitr nguyén doi hinh trong 55 tran
mot miia? Nyc cudi. Premier League noi tiéng doi hoi rat nhiéu thé luc. Va day ciing 12 1y do, trong
nhitng tran d4u hién dai, ban phai xoay tua doi hinh. Arséne dan dan hiéu ra. Ong éy nhanh chong vuot
qua ct sdc voi lich thi dau vao thir Bay, thir Tu, roi lai Chii Nhat.

Trong lan dau tién din dit Arsenal t6i Old Trafford, 6ng y da dén vin phong ctia t6i. Ban dau, mdi
quan hé giita chung toi kha tot dep. Nhitng van dé chi bat dau xuat hién khi 6ng ay thua tran voi mot
d6i hinh chat lugng. Ong ay khong thira nhan doi bong da mic sai 1am, va tim cach d6 15i cho dbi thy,
dic biét néu ho sir dung 16i choi ran. Ong 4y khong hai 10ng néu d6i phuong lién tuc ap sat, khong ngai

va cham. V&1 Arsene, nhitng hanh dong nhu vay 1a pham luat.

To1 tirng xem Arsenal ¢ thoi ky dinh cao. Thu thuec, 161 choi cua ho rat dep mét va toi thich no. Trudce
mbi tran dai chién vai ho, d6 1a mot thir thach dic biét. Toi phai danh ra hang gid dé suy nghi chién
thuat, tinh dén tirng trudng hgp du nho nhat. Bai, ho ¢6 rat nhiéu mii nhon nguy hiém trén hang cong.
Chelsea thi khiac. Chiing t6i phai d6i mét v6i nhitng cau thi giau kinh nghiém, biét moi tiéu xao trén
san. Nguoc lai, Arsenal ¢6 phan ngay tho, khong tinh toan.

Niam 2010, Arséne bat ngo chi trich Paul Scholes, cho rang cau Ay ¢ nhitng ‘goc khuat’. Toi khong
tim dugc bat ctr Iy do nao giai thich cho viéc ong ta lai phat ngdn nhu vay vé cau thi ctia t6i. United
khong gip Arsenal tuan d6, va ciing khong c6 bat cir xich mich ndo gitta ching t6i. Tai thoi diém niy,
Paul Scholes da s¢ hitu 10 chtrc vo dich Premier League, 1 Champions League. Vay ma Arsene lai

noi vé ‘goc khuat’ cua cau ay. That kho hicu.

Céc cau thu luon khién ban ngac nhién, ca theo hudng tich cuc hay ti€u cuc. Ho doi lac thi dau cuc
xuat sac, nhung cé thé lai toi t& dén muirc kho tin, va diéu ndy anh hudéng 16n t§i dién bién trén san. Sau

moi that bai, Arséne dudng nhu khong chiu chap nhan thyc té d6. Trong nhitng tran dau mang tinh song



con, mdt cau thu hoan toan c6 thé danh mét su binh tinh. Hay né6i cach khac, ho bi ‘cong’. Nhitng
khoanh khic nhu vay thudng xuyén xay ra voi Arsenal, nhung Arséne lai khong tin rang dy chinh 13
nguyén nhin ctia thit bai. Poi luc, 101 giai thich lai ¢ ngay trudc mit ban.

T6i khong néi rang cac huan luyén vién cé thé nhin thiy moi thtr, nhung thuc té 1a gan nhu tit ca. Véi
Arséne, 6ng ta 1udn bao vé hang phong ngu cta minh bang ciu noéi: "Toi khong nhin thiy tinh hung
d6." Toi thi khac: "Toi can phai xem lai bing quay cham." Cting mot thong diép, nhung hiéu qua khéac

nhau. Mot vai ngay hom sau, tran dau do6 chi con 1a qua khir, va chang ai quan tam t&1 no nita.

Trong sudt sy nghiép, t61 tirng tam 1an bi dudi khoi san, va 1an cubi cung cling la 1an ngé ngan nhat,
bo1 to1 lac d6 1a huan luyén vién. Mot trong nhitng cau tht cua to1 bi choi xau. T61 no1 voi tro 1y
Davie Provan: "T61 s€ vao san va xur Iy ga do." Davie ngin can: "Pung d& hoi vay, hay ngoi yén do

cho t01."

"Néu han tiép tuc choi xdu Torrance mot 1an nita, t6i s& khong bo qua dau." Va tit nhién, hin van gio
tro cil. "Théng khdn nay," t61 néi va lao vao san bong. Hai phut sau, han ai cling doan duogc két cuc: toi
bi trudt quyén chi dao. Trong phong thay do, t6i 16n tiéng doa nat: "Néu toi nghe thay bat cir thong tin
ndo bi 16 ra, cac cau s& chét voi toi." Toi nghi, khi t6i danh hin, trong tai di quay lung lai. Han cao 6
ft 3 in (1m90 — ND), vé1 mot than hinh vam vo.

George Graham 13 huan luyén vién ctia Arsenal dau tién ma t6i dung do. T6i theo ddi ching nudc rit
t31 ngdi vo dich nam 1989 trong phong ngil, khong quén nhic Cathy: "Ba nhd nhé, khong dién thoai, va
cling dimng d¢é ai vao day, toi khong mubn bi 1am phién." Michael Thomas d3 ghi ban quyét dinh vao
ludi Liverpool. Arsenal dang quang, va t61 dam noi quau. Hai nam sau, lich st 1dp lai, Arsenal vuot
qua chinh chang t6i véi ty s6 3-1 dé 1én ngoi. P ciing 14 ndm ching t6i vo dich cup C2. Toi nan lai
va ndi chuyén voi George sau tran diu & Highbury. Ong iy c6 mot bd suu tip rugu whisky mach nha
d6 s0. "Ong c6 mudn thir mot chut chir?" Ong ta hoi. "Toi khong udng Whisky." Vi vay, George mo

mot chai rugu vang.
"Ong thudng moi khach loai ruou mach nha nao?" T6i hoi.
"Khong loai nao ca. To1 khong mo1 rugu mach nha, ma la Bell pha."

"Mot loai rugu Scotland ddc trung."



George bat cudi. "Bat mi chat, d6 13 trg cap cua toi day."

Lan dau tién chung t61 gdp nhau ¢ Old Trafford thuc sy 12 mdt tran chién. Sau tran, mot nguoi ban
chung da thuyét phuc George di vao vian phong ctia toi. Thanh that ma n6i, Arsenal 12 mot d6i thii cuc
ky kho choi thoi by gio. Khi Arséne tiép quan chiéc ghé nong cta Bruce Rioch, t6i d khong biét

nhiéu vé ong ay.

Mot hom, t6i hoi Eric Cantona: "Cau thdy Wenger thé nio?" Eric néi: "Ong ta qua than trong." "O, vy
w," t0i nghi. Va cai cach Arséne khdi du ciing Arsenal da ching minh diéu d6: ho ra sin v6i nim hau
vé. Nhung ngdy nay, s& chang ai c¢6 thé dong tinh rang ho st dung 16i choi phong ngw. Tuy nhién, 15i

nhan xét cua Eric van luon khién t61 mim cuoi.

Cudi thé ky 20, va dau thé ky 21, Arsenal 13 mdt thach thirc v&i ching toi. Ping vay, chi ¢o ching toi
va ho canh tranh cho chirc v6 dich. Liverpool va Newcastle déu c6 khoang thoi gian trdi day.
Blackburn mdt 1an dang quang. Nhung néu nhin vao nhirng dién bién trude khi Jose Mourinho t&i
Chelsea, ban s€ nhan ra khong c6 ‘ké ngang duong’ nao khac ngoai Arsenal. Chelsea 1a mot do1 bong

da cap rat xuat sac, nhung ho chwra bao gio thong tri hoan toan Premier League.

Khi Blackburn bat ngo vo dich, ching t6i hiéu rang thanh cong d6 s& khong kéo dai, bai diéu ho con
thiéu chinh 12 lich sir. C6 thé chirc v6 dich nim d6 mang dén su hap dan cho bong da. Co thé day 1a
phan thudng xtng dang cho Jack Walker — vi chu tich hét long vi cu lac bo, 6ng ta d3 mang vé doi
bong nhitng cau thu xuét sic, dién hinh nhu Alan Shearer. D6 14 nhitng ngy hanh phiic nhat cta
Blackburn. Mic du vay, kinh nghiém gitip ban nhan ra, chi can lo lang trudc nhitng doi thu thudng
xuyén dat myc tiéu cao. Khi ma Arsenal va United thay phién nhau dirng trén dinh ctia bong d4 Anh

trong thoi gian dai, ban hiéu rang Phao Thi c6 du ca yéu to dang cp va lich str.

Néu 1an dau tién budc chan vao phong thay d6 ctia ho, han ban s& phai choang ngop. Nhitng wu diém
ma sin m&i mang lai 14 khong thé chdi cai. Ban s& duogc xdy tir dau, theo y minh. Nhitng yéu cau can
thiét cho mot doi bong déu dugce dap tng, Arséne khong bo qua bat cir chi tiét ndo. O giita phong 13

mdt c4i ban to nhdm dé dd an. Sau tran du, tit ca moi nguoi lai nap nang lugng tai day. Doi ngli ban

huan luyén lai c6 mot goc riéng.

Vi viy, t61 khong bao gior ngimg lo ngai nhirng thach thirc dén tir Arsenal. Lich sir c6 thé gitp ching



t61, nhung ciing dimg vé phia ho. Ho c6 mdt huan luyén vién thich hop, ban luén cam thdy diéu d6. Khi
c6 co hoi hudn luyén & Anh, 6ng ay da ngay 1ap ttrc nim 1y, va duong nhu khong bao gior di noi khac.
Trong sudt nhirng nim qua, tin ddn vé mot ngay ong 4y gia nhap Real Madrid ludn xuat hién. Nhung toi
khong bao gid nghi 6ng 4y sé& roi Arsenal. Khong bao gio. Toi tu nhit: "Chung ta s& ludn phai d6i mit

vo1 di€u nay. Ong ta s€ & day mai mai. Tot nhat 1a minh nén lam quen dan di."

C6 nhitng thoi diém, bau khong khi tré nén cuc ky cang thang. Du Arséne khong bao gior ding do udng
sau tran, nhung Pat Rice, trg 1y cua 6ng éy, thi nguoc lai. C)ng ta luon thuc hién diéu dé, cho téi khi
‘tran chién pizza’ xay ra ¢ Old Trafford.

T6i con nhd, hom d6, Ruud van Nistelrooy budc vao phong thay dd, va phan nan rang Wenger da co
101 qua tiéng lai véi cau 4y khi rdi san. Ngay lap tirc, i lao t&i Arséne: "Tot hon hét ong hay dé cau

thu cua toi dugc yén". Co 18, ong ta van dang ham huc sau tran thua nén méi ¢6 hanh dong nhu vay.

"Ong nén cha y to1 cau thu ctia minh di," t6i tiép tuc. Ong ta gian tim mat, thu chat lai nam dam. Toi
dang nam thé thuong phong, t6i biét diéu d6. Arséne ciling tirng dé ¥ t6i Van Nistelrooy. Toi nhé ong
ay tiét 106 vé co hoi ky hop dong v6i Ruud, nhung sau d6 lai bo qua, boi rang nghi cau ay khong du kha
ning choi cho Arsenal. Toi dong ¥ véi Arséne & diém van Nistelrooy khong phai 1a mot cau tha toan

dién. Nhung cau éy thue su 1a mot cd may ghi ban.

Trd lai cAu chuyén, diéu tiép theo t6i biét 12 c¢6 ai d6 ném pizza vao t6i. Ching t6i thuong dé do an &
phong thay d6 ctia doi khach sau mdi tran. Co thé 1a pizza, co thé 1a ga. Hau hét cac d6i bong déu lam

nhu vay. Thirc an cta Arsenal ludn ngon nhat.

Phai dén tn sau nay, danh tinh ngudi ném pizza vao t6i méi duoc tiét 16. D6 1a Fabregas. Tuy nhién
tai thoi diém nd, t6i khong hé biét ké nao dam ca gan lam nhu vay. Khung canh ngoai hang lang phong
thay dd doi khach tré nén nhdn nhao. Arsenal dang mubn tiép tuc chudi 49 tran bat bai, nhung bi ching
toi chin dting. Toi nghi day chinh 14 1y do khién Arséne khong con giit duoc binh tinh.

Vu viéc dong tro1 nay da tao ra sy ran nut trong mdi quan h¢ cua chung t61, va khién Pat Rice khong
dam sang va xin dd uéng sau tran nira. TAt ca chi tré lai binh thuong mot thoi gian dai sau do. Khi tran
ban két luot vé Champions League nim 2009 két thiic, Arséne dd moi ching t6i t&i phong lam viéc
clia Ong Ay va chiic mirng chung toi. VAi tuan sau, hai doi gip lai nhau & Old Trafford, Arséne cung tro

1y Pat ciing dén phong ctia t6i, du chi mot vai phut.



Trong bong d4, d6i lac ban s& nhin thiy hinh anh cta nhitng ci va hang ngay. Vi du nhu cudc séng gia
dinh, s& c6 nhitng lic ban khong hiéu minh d3 1am gi sai, trong khi vo ban lai tit may gidt va khong noi
chuyén véi ban. R6i con gian cling tro1 qua, va moi thir lai binh thuong tro lai. To1 ghét sy im lang

gitra Arsene va t01, nd da kéo dai qué lau va tr¢ nén nghiém trong.

Tir day, 61 rat ra cho minh mot kinh nghiém khi that bai. Sau khi trat moi buc doc trong phong thay do,
trude khi budce ra ngoai va tra 101 bao chi, tivi hay ndi chuyén véi nhitng huan luyén vién khac, toi

ludn ty nhii: "Hay quén né di. Tran ddu da két thuc roi." Toi ludn 1am nhu vay.

Bat ctr ai budc vao phong lam vi¢c cua toi sau tran, t61 déu tao ra cho ho mot bau khong khi dé chiu.

Khong am dam, khong lanh lting. Khéng d6 16i cho trong tai.

Khi Aston Villa ¢anh bai United ngay tai Old Trafford & mua giai 2009/10, d6 1a 1an dau tién sau vai
thap ky ho méi ro1 Manchester voi ba diém tron ven. Sau tran dau, Martin O’Neill, nguo1 ma téi luon
thich dugc tro chuyén, da di cung véi vo va con gai vao van phong cua to1. Ho & lai choi trong
khoang mdt tiéng rudi. John Robertson, trg 1y ciia Martin, va vai ngudi ban cua toi cling tham gia,
bién budi t6i hém ay trd thanh mdt budi gip g& than tinh. Cudi cuing, t6i con phai nhd nguoi 1ai xe dua
vEé nha.

R6i khi chung to1 dé thua Leeds United tai vong Ba Cup FA, huin luyén vién thé luc cua Leeds, Alan
Sutton, ctr khong nglrng cudi vang trong van phong ctia toi. Khi chia tay, t61 phai n6i: "Chét tiét! Ong
van dang cudi day!". "Toi khong ngimg dugc," 6ng ta nhin nhd. D6 14 1an dau tién trong su nghiép cua
to1, Leeds danh bai United tai Old Trafford.

To1 ludn hiéu khach nhu vay véi bat cir huan luyén vién nao muon két giao vai to1 sau khi tiéng co1 két

thuc tran ddu vang 1én.

T61 da nhan ra su thay doi trong Arsene vai nam trd lai day. Khi P61 hinh Bit bai cua ho tung hoanh,
United dang trai qua thoi ky chuyén tiép. Khoang nim 2002, ching ti bat dau xay dung lai d6i bong.
Va mua giai 2001/02, Arsenal gianh chtrc v6 dich ngay tai Old Trafford. Ho dugc tan thudng bang
nhitng trang phio tay cua chinh cac c6 dong vién Quy Do trén khan dai. Nguoi ham md United ludn ton
trong dang cap thuc sy. Toi con nhd ho da nhat loat ding 18n vo tay khen thuéng Ronaldo ngudi
Brazil khi cau ta ghi hat-trick vao luéi chiung t61 & Champions League. Khi ro1 san, Ronaldo c6 vé vo



cuing ngac nhién, nhu huan luyén vién ctia cdu dy. Hinh nhu cé hai déu suy nghi: "Mot cau lac b thit la
lung." Tran ddu cudi cing ctia Gary Lineker cho Spurs ciling dugc don chio ndng nhiét va nhiéu nhiéu
vi du khac nita. Chiing dua bong da cham dén dinh cao. Néu nhin nhan duogc déng cép, sur phén khich,

sy gidi tri, ban c6 nghia vu phai cong nhan chung,

Céc c6 dong vién da dugc chimg kién nhitng d6i hinh xuit sic nhit trong lich st cua United, boi vay
ho hiéu mot doi bong gidi, mot cAu thu tai nang la nhu thé ndao. Va trén tt ca ho cong nhan sy that moi
khi bi danh bai. Gian ddi ciing chi v6 ich. Tran d4u tai Old Trafford vao nim 2002 khong mang nhiéu
¥ nghia véi t6i, ngay ca néu United van con co hoi gianh vi tri thir hai. Chi don gian 1a d6i bong cua
Arsene s& vo dich. Gan nhu mot dinh ménh.

M&i giay phit den toi ctia sy that bai va chip nhan, t6i van hudng dén binh minh. T6i s& luon thim
nht: "Chang ai thich nhu thé ndy nhung chiing ta phai chip nhn thach thirc, ching ta phai vuot qua!"
T6i hay cau lac bo s& khong bao gioy, khong bao gio cho phép c6 suy nghi day 1a két thuc.

Va mbi khi don nhan sy that bai, chung t61 luon chép nhén cai t6 va tién 1én. Chuang vira 1a dong luc
thuc day, vira 1a yéu cau bat budc. Toi khong chic néu thiéu nhitng dong luc ndy, t6i ¢ thé gan bo véi

cong viéc trong sudt khoang thoi gian dai nhu vay khong.

Nhitng nim cudi su nghiép, toi biét nhiéu hon vé suy nghi ctia Arsene. Arsene ¢6 mot hinh miu chung
vé cach nhin cau thil. T6i nhan ra United khong can kiém soat bong trudc Arsenal, chiing t6i can cat
bong. Khi bong duoc chuyén cho Fabregas ma cau iy quay lung lai véi khung thanh, cau dy s& day
bong ra goc roi di chuyén dé don dudng bong tra lai. Bdi vay, ti chi dao cac hoc trd: "Tiép tuc bam

theo cau thi dang chay va cat duong chuyén." Roi United tién hanh phan cong nhanh.

Arsenal nguy hiém hon tai Old Trafford so v&i chinh sn nha cta ho. Xa London, ho khong bét budc
phai gio hét "bai". Ho trd nén than trong.

Barcelona duoc t6 chirc tot hon Arsenal. Mdi khi mat bong, timg cau thi cia ho s& dudi theo gianh lai
bang duoc. Arsenal chua ¢ du su nhiét huyét nhu vay. Nhung ciing thinh thoang, Barcelona lai bat
chudc Arsenal ¢ khoan ti mi, trau chudt qua mirc, vi don gian, ho thich tht véi viéc chuyén bong. Di
dau v6i Real Madrid tai Bernabeu nam 2009, Messi phdi hop mot-hai cting dong d6i trong vong cam
Real khong chi mdt, ma hai ba lan, trong khi cac hau vé doi chu nha thi van & khép moi noi. Barcelona

gianh chién thing 6-2 nhung c6 thoi diém, tdi tedng tran ddu ndy s& trd thanh tham hoa ddi véi ho.



Chung ta déu phai thtra nhan sai 1am ctia cac cau thu khi ho d6i khi lam dung thé luc, nhung Arsene thi
khong, d6 1a mot diém yéu cua 6ng ay. Nhan 16i khi cau tha bi dudi khoi san ching phai 12 ti ac gi.
T6i ting ¢6 van dé véi Paul Scholes, thim chi phat cdu Ay vi nhitng 1an méc 16i ngu ngde. Toi khong
buc minh néu cau tha truy can va nhan thé nhung néu bi dudi vi pha pham 16i v& van nao d6, nhu
Scholes, thi cau ta s& phai chiu phat. Dau vy, chi ¢6 phép mau néu mot cau thu choi ca mia ma khong

vi pham luat choi mot 14n nao.

Hang tién vé khong miy manh mé cta Arsenal trong nhitng nim cudi su nghiép cua toi phan anh chinh
xac cac ban hop dong ma Arsene mang vé. Samir Nasri dugc dem ban, Arsene mang cdu 4y veé.
Tomas Rosicky dugc dem ban, Arsene mang cdu ay vé. Arshavin dugc dem ban, Arsene cling mang
cau dy vé. Khi ban ky hop déng v6i qua nhiéu cau tha gidng nhau nhu vay, ctr nhu ho duoc nhin ban
vO tinh vay. United thi mai di theo mot con dwong khac. Va duong nhién mdt trong nhitng ly do giai
thich cho su doan két ctia chiing t6i 1a khat khao xAy dung va tim kiém nhitng cau thi tré cta riéng
minh.

ROi mot 1an, Aaron Ramsey phat biéu trudc cudc dbi dau United — Arsenal rang cdu Ay chon doi bong

cua Arsene vi Arsenal san xuat dugc nhi€u cau tha hon United.

T6i ngac nhién nghi: "Cau bé nay dén tir hanh tinh nio vay?" Nhung c6 1& cau ay da bi sap xép dé noi
1én nhirng cau nhu vay. Tir chdi United 13 quyét dinh riéng cta Aaron va tdi chang c6 van dé gi véi
chuyén do. Toi cho réng cau éy da lua chon sai 1am, du cho néu gia nhap Old Trafford, cau éy s€ phai
trai qua nhiéu thir thach hon néu mudn thi ddu & D1 Mét. Arsenal khong san xuét ra nhiéu cau thu cta
chinh ho. Ho chi phat trién nhitng tai ning mua vé tir Phap va khap noi trén thé gidi. Cau thi

"homegrown" duy nhit ctia Arsenal ma toi ¢ thé nghi ra 1a Jack Wilshere.
Trong khi, Giggs, Neville, Scholes, Fletcher, O’Shea, Brown, Welbeck: tAt ca déu "ra 10" tir Man Utd.

Dicu cuoi cung dé noi, té1 s€ chang lam gi khac ngoai canh tranh v&i Arsene, doi thu cua té1 sudt 17

nam rong,

<Hét chuong XIII>

Chwong XIV: Thé hé vang 1992



Ct mdi 1an mot trong sb ho ra di, t6i lai nham dém nhirng ngud1 con lai. Cudi cung, chi c6 Scholes va
Giggs O lai cho dén ngay t0i quyét dinh chia tay san co. Neville treo gidy trudc khi t6i nghi huu,
nhung cu ay ciing d3 & day cho dén ngay cudi cung ctia sy nghiép. Dén bay gid, t6i van c6 thé hinh
dung ra canh ho tréu duia nhau nhu nhitng cdu bé sau mdi budi tap. Nicky Butt va Gary ludn 1a myc tiéu
ctia Scholesy, cau 4y dung trai bong va nhim vao dau ho dé ném. Paul thuc su 1a mot ac quy trong trd

nghich ngom nay. Tt ca 6 cau bé cua tdi déu than thiét va gan bé cuc ky khing khit véi nhau.

D6 13 mot thé hé cau thu tuyét voi, chic chin ban khong hé mudn mat di bat ky ai ca. Ho hiéu r6 hon ai
hét vé CLB nay, ho biét cach gin giir nhitng gié tri truyén thong ctia doi bong va chién dau hét minh
trong nhitng luc kho khin nhat.

Trong cudc song, khi nhitng ching trai trudng thanh, ho s& ¢ thé mudn tGi mot noi khac dé phat trién
su nghiép, mudn di theo tiéng goi ctia tinh yéu... va nhirng bic cha me bong giat minh nhan ra nhitng
dtra con dang roi xa vong tay ctia ho. Téi ciing c¢6 cuing thir cam giac nhu vy, bai nhitng cau thi da
truong thanh & ddy y nhu nhitng dtra con ctia t6i vay. Toi gin bo véi nhitng chang trai ay, nhin thiy ho
khi chi 1a nhitng dra tré 13 tudi, roi 16n 1én, tién bo, toa sang va dugc moi nguoi biét dén voi cai tén
“Thé hé vang 1992”.

Nicky Butt dé lai cho t6i mot 4n tuong dac biét. Pautiénla & ngoai hinh, cau éy coO doi tai 16n, rang
thd va mot chit tin nhang, 1am t6i lién twdng t6i nhan vat hoat hinh Mad. Khong nhiing vay cau ay
cling nghich ngom va ma manh nhu vay. Nick rat ca tinh, cau ay doi khi to ra rat tré con nhung lai c6

sy diing manh cia mot con su tir, khong biét so hii bt ¢l thach thirc ndo ca.

Cau éy 1a mdt trong nhitng cau thu thanh danh nhat ma CLB dao tao nén, mot cdu bé Manchester chinh
hiéu. Nick cho ca Thé gidi thdy cau dy c6 mot tinh than manh mé, kién dinh. Giong nhu Phil Neville,
Nick da tién bo rat nhanh va CLB véi sy canh tranh gay gat da khong dap tng duoc nhu cdu ra sin ctia
cau dy. Chung t6i budc phai dé cau ay ra di, véi mot mirc phi chuyén nhuong rat ré: 2 triéu Bang.
Chiing t6i gan nhu chiang dugc 1oi gi trong thwong vu d6 ca, toan bo s tién chi 1a dé gitp cho Nick co
moOt moi trudng méi phit hop voi cau ay. Va cho dén ngay cudi cung thi dau & day, ciu dy van co thé

tu hao goi United 1a “do1 bong cua t61”.

Tt ca cac chang trai nay luon khién t6i quan tim va lo lang nhu nhirng dtra con ctia minh vay. Puong
nhién, vi 13 ngudi trong gia dinh nén toi s& trimg phat ho nghiém khic hon nhitng cau tha khac. Sau

lung t6i, chic chin ring c6 nhitng chang trai cam thiy bat binh, buc doc khi phai ddi mit véi con gian



dir cua t6i. Ho ¢6 18 da tirng suy nghi: “Lai 1a minh. Tai sao khong phai 1 cdu ay co ch?”

Giggs 14 ngudi dau tién phai nhan sy chi trich tir t6i. On Chtia d6 1a cu ay, Giggs chon cach im lang
truge tat ca. Theo thoi gian, cau éy hoc duogc cach tu bao vé ban than. Nicky thi khac, cau éy s€ tim
cach dé dap tra lai, c6 thé 1a ngay 1ap tirc hodc cho co hoi sau d6. Gary sé quay lung di, nhung khi trd
lai cau Ay thudng mang theo bd mit u 4m. Dudng nhu ngdy nao ciu Ay ciing c6 mot tran tranh cii. Va
khi binh tinh, cau éy lai phai danh dién td1 Di Law hodc Karen Shotbolt, nhitng nhan vién cia CLB dé
kiém tra vé nhiing tin tirc khong hay trén cac mit bao.

Chting t6i thudng ndi voi nhau rang Gary thirc gidc trong sy gian dir. Ciu 4y 1a mot chang trai thang
than, khi thay 161 1am, sai s6t nao d6 cdu ay s& khong ngai ngan chi ra. Cau ay khong phai nguoi va
thich nhirng cudc cdi va nhung ciu dy c6 1ap truong manh mé va ludn bao vé chinh kién ctia minh. Néu
gip phai khic mic gi d6, Gary gan nhu s& bung nd. Toi c6 thé thong cam cho nhitng suy nghi ctia ciu
ay, nhung khi gan t6i gidi han chiu dung ctia minh, t6i s& cho cau y biét: “Gary, di tim nguoi khac ma

tiép tuc 1am phién nhé.” Nghe vay, cau ay s€ phi cuo1 va cang thang lai diu xudng.

T6i khong thé tudng trong ndi, néu khoang 20 nim qua, khong c6 nhitng cau thi trudng thanh tir 16 dao
tao ctia CLB thi t6i s& 1dy gi 1am nén tang cho doi hinh cia minh. Ho d3 mang lai sy 6n dinh cho d6i
bong. Tat nhién, trong 26 ndm qua, chiing toi cling mang vé nhitng tai ning dén tir noi khac, tir Bryan
Robson, Norman Whiteside, Paul McGrath cho dén Cantona, Ronaldo. Nhung nhitng chang trai
Manchester mang linh hon doi bong trong con ngudi ho, d6 1a diéu tuyét voi nhat ma ho so hiru. Ho 1a
nhitng hinh mau tuy€t voi cho théy chinh sach phat hién, dao tao tai nang tré quan trong thé nao, ho
cling 1 nhirng tim guong dé thé hé tré tiép theo cua CLB phin d4u va hudng téi. Nhitng chang trai cta
ching t6i s& dtng d6 va ndi véi nhitng cu bé dang duge dao tao ¢ hoc vién rang: “Piéu ky diéu hoan
todn co thé xay ra. Mot Cantona tiép theo c6 thé truéng thanh tir 10 dao tao ciia chiing ta, ngay trén san

tap cua ching ta.”

T6i con nhé rd ngdy dau tién Paul Scholes dat chin dén ddy. An twong dau tién cia t6i 1a mdt voc
dang nhé bé véi biét danh Paul O’Keefe. Cha cua cau éy, Eamonn 13 cau thu thudc bién ché Everton.
Brian Kidd 13 ngudi dua dén cho i hai cau bé tiém niang, mot trong s6 d6 1a Scholes. Ca hai déu 13
tu6i va mat hut khi dtng sau lung Kidd 1am t6i phai hoi ong ay: “O, hai cdu bé ma ong dua téi dau

£i7"

Lic d6, chiéu cao cta Paul va ban dong hanh chi khoang 1,4 mét. Toi nhin voc dang 4y va nghi: “Sao



hai dtra lai muon tr& thanh cau thi bong da nhi?” Cau 4y da trd thanh cha dé tréu choc & hoc vién. Khi
Scholes budc vao di tré, tdi van noi voi cac dong nghiép rang: “Tiée 1a voc dang Scholes qué nho,
cau Ay kho ma c6 co hoi.” Khi 16 tudi, Scholes van git nguyén dang ngudi nho bé. Cho dén nam 18,

ciu 4y da cao 1én kha nhiéu, khoang 8-10 cm.

Paul rat it noi, bdi vi cdu 4y 1a mot chang trai nhut nhat. Cha cau dy 1a mot cau thu gioi va duoc moi
nguoi goi v4i cai tén Archie. Ban dau, khi con ban khodn vé thé hinh cta ciu 4y, t6i chua bao gio xem
c4u 4y thi ddu ca. Ching toi chi yéu day cc cau bé nhitng ki thuat cin ban & hoc vién va ti chi nhin
thay cau ay trong nhitng budi tap luyén do, Paul ludn thé hién rat xuat sic. Khi Paul dugc don 1én doi
tré A, cdu Ay choi & vi tri tién vé tan cong. Toi da cho rang: “Cau bé nay khong di tdc d6 va sirc manh

de choi ¢ vi tri d6.”

Khi cau éy ra san trong mot tran d4u & Cliff, Paul choi & vi tri hd cong. Cau éy da lam t61 cam théiy
nghet thd trong gidy lat khi ching kién strc manh tir ¢t sut uy luc ngoai vong cAm. “Cau dy rat tuyét,
nhung t6i nghi cu Ay van gip rat nhiéu kho khin vi voc dang qua nho bé,” d6 1a nhirng gi Jim Ryan
noi, ong Ay ngdi canh t6i va theo ddi tran dau d6. Duong nhu d6 14 mdt cum tir gan lién v4i Paul &
CLB. Scholesy: voc dang nhé bé.

Trong thoi gian & doi tré, Paul da gip mot s rac rdi voi bénh hen suyén. Cau ay khong thé tham gia
Cup FA cho d6i tré cua cac CLB, ndm dé chiing t6i di gianh chirc vo dich ciia giai ddu. Beckham chi
c6 tén trong d6i hinh & nhitng vong dau sau do cu ay khong du thé luc. Simon Davies, nguoi tirng
choi cho DT xtr Wales 1 d6i trudng. Robbie Savage ciing ¢6 tén trong doi hinh. Hau hét bon ho déu
da duoc goi vao ddi tré ciia tuyén quc gia. Mot cau tha khac, Ben Thornley ciing chi dugc ra sdn mot

lan, sau do cau ay dinh chan thuong dau goi kha nang.

Khi con tré, Scholes thi ddu gin nhu mot tién dao, cdu Ay ghi t6i 15 ban trong mot mia giai. Sau ndy,
khi choi ¢ vi tri tién vé trung tAm, cdu ay lai boc 16 dugc su thong minh trong tirng pha xir 1y va kha
ning diéu khién nhip d6 tran ddu cuc ky 4n twong. Toi rat thich tha khi nhin thiy ddi thi c6 ging tim
cach kém chit, nham vo hiéu hoa ciu éy. Cau éy s€ dua nhiing doi tuong dang kem minh t¢1 nhirng vi
tri khong mong mudn, roi kiém mot qua phat goc hodc thire hién mot dudng chuyén dai cho dong doi.
Péi thu chi co thé dirng nhin va nhan ra ho dang lam diéu vo ich, tham chi 1a dimg & mot vi tri ngu
ngéc. R6i ho lai voi va chay vé boc 16t cho nhau. P6 1a cach ma Paul pha v& moi nd luc bam dudi cua

hau vé doi phuong.



Paul da tirng d6i mit véi mot s6 chan thuong nghiém trong va phai nghi dai han. Nhung mdi 1an tro
lai, cau 4y con manh mé hon. Vuot qua moi chén thuong, Paul ludn cho thdy cau 4y tran day ning

lugng sau khi binh phuc.

Budc sang tudi 30, Paul phai doi mit voi nhiéu van dé hon. Cau Ay phai nd luc canh tranh cho mot vi
tri chinh thirc trong d¢1 hinh. Liic d6, ching t61 c6 thém Darren Fletcher va Michael Carrick, nhitng
cau thi ciing ¢o vi tri s¢ truong 13 tién vé trung tim. Toi thira nhan 1 minh dd mic mot vai sai 1am.
Viéc bd sung thém luc luong khong phai 12 sai trai, nhung quan trong 1a phai biét duoc thoi diém thich
hop. T6i da khong nhan thirc duoc nhitng sai 1am 4y cho dén khi phai nhan hau qua tir nd. Luc do, t6i
cho rang cip tién vé trung tim ctia United s& 1 Fletcher — Carrick, con Scholes chi 1a quin bai chién
luoc voi kinh nghiém tran mac day dan. Cau éy 1a nguo1 con tuyét doi trung thanh, luén san sang chién
dau bat cr khi nao doi bong can. Nhung trong suy nghi ctia t6i thi Paul dang & doan cubi ciia su

nghiép. Va do moi 1a sai 1am.

Trong tran chung két Champions League v&i Barca nim 2009, tdi d4 tung Paul vao san ¢ hiép Hai.
Trudc d6, Anderson chi c6 dugce 3 dudng chuyén trong 45 phit dau tién. Con Scholes thuc hién ti 25
pha diéu bong chi trong 20 phit hién dién trén san. Poi khi, t61 cho réng minh nhan thirc duwgc moi thir
dién ra trén san co, nhung thuc té lai khong phai. Mac dinh réng mdt cau thi da nhiéu tudi tic 1 ho
dang ¢ thoi diém két thic ciia sy nghiép, d6 1 sai 1am nghiém trong. Toi dd quén mat rang Paul thuc

sy tai ndng nhu thé nao.

Nhitng mua giai sau do, toi sir dung cau dy nhiéu hon, nhung van dé cau Ay nghi ngoi dung lac. Nhiéu
nguoi hoi t6i dau 1a d6i hinh manh nhat ma t6i timg ¢6 & Man United. Thuc sy 1a dé Iwa chon ra ciling
kha dau dau. Toi chac chan khong thé bo Scholes hay Bryan Robson ra khoi doi hinh d6. Ca hai c¢6 thé
mang lai cho d6i bong 10 ban thing mbi nmua giai. Va mot cau hoi 1ap tirc bat ra: con Keane s& o dau?
Néu chon ca ba ngudi ho thi s& co chd ndo cho céac tién dao day? Lai no1 dén cac chan sut, i s& phai
1am sao khi can nhic gitta nhitng cai tén Cantona, McClair, Hughes, Solskjaer, Van Nistelrooy,
Sheringham, Yorke, Cole, Rooney va Van Persie... Ca Giggs nita, d6 ciing 1a cau tha khong thé gat ra
khoi ddi hinh. Vi vay, qué kho dé chonra 11 cau thi xuat sic nhat ma toi tirng c¢6. Toi chi ¢ thé noi
rang nhitng tai ning nhu Giggs, Cantona, Scholes, Robson hay Cristiano Ronaldo déu 14 su lya chon

hang dau cua toi.

Scholes c6 18 1a tién vé ngudi Anh tai ndng nhat sau Bobby Charlton. Khi tdi Anh, t6i nhin thdy Paul

Gascoigne 1a mau cau thi c6 kha ning diéu tiét tran dau tuyét voi du chi hoat dong & khu vuc giira san.



Sau do, chi co6 Paul Scholes vuot qua dugce cai bong cua Gascoigne. Paul con dugc t61 danh gia cao
hon bdi hai 1y do, thir nht 14 su 6n dinh trong thoi gian dai, thi hai 12 cai cach ma ciu 4y ¢ ging
hoan thién ban than ké ca khi dd budc sang tudi 30.

Cau Ay c6 kha ning chuyén dai cuc ky tuyét voi, thim chi cau dy c6 thé dit bong chinh xac t6i ting soi
toc cia dong dodi trén san. CO mot 1an, Gary Neville tudng rang cau ay tim duoc chd tra 4n an toan
trong mot bui cay, thé nhung Scholes di tim thdy Gary tir cach d6 40 mét. Paul con sd hitu nhitng cu
st tim xa v&i uy luc khung khiép. Cau 4y tirng dudi Schmeichel chay vong quanh san tip v&i nhiing

cu na dai bac nhu vay.

Khi con 12 mot cau tho, toi khong c6 kha nang doc tran d4u bam sinh nhu Cantona hay Scholes, nhung
nho vao kinh nghiém va quan sat rat nhiéu tran dau, toi cling da cai thién dugc kha nang ctia minh. T61

r0 hon ai hét rang mot cau thii c6 tam nhin nhu vy s€ quan trong ra sao doi védi doi bong.

Scholes, Cantona, Verén 1a nhitng tai ning nhu thé. Beckham ciing c6 kha ning quan sat kha tot, cau dy
biét duoc diéu gi dang xdy ra ¢ phan san bén kia. Laurent Blanc ciing twong tur nhu vay. Teddy
Sheringham va Dwight Yorke thi 1am chu dugc nhitng gi xay ra xung quanh ho. Nhung trén tat ca,
Scholes van xuat sic nhat. Trong nhitng chién thing nhan nhi ctia United, doi khi cau 4y ¢ ging giy ra
chat d6t pha bang nhitng pha bong ngau hirng, nhitng lic nhu vay t6i s& cudi ndi: “Xem kia, cdu bé

cam thay nham chan r61 day.”

Ryan Giggs 1a nhan td quan trong bac nhat trong thé hé nay. Cau ay xtng dang dugc goi 1a thin dong.
Phan thudng cho ciu 4y 14 1an dau tién ra mat cho d6i Mot & tudi 16 nhung khong ngod nd lai mang dén

cho chiing t6i mot rac rdi: hién tugng Giggs.

Mot tay co nguoi Italia da goi1 dién cho to1 khi Giggs con la mot cdu beé va hoi, ‘Con cua Ngai lam
nghé gi?’ To1 tra 101:”Mark dang hoc dai hoc, Jason dang chuan bj theo nganh truyén thong, con
Darren thi theo nghiép bong da.” Anh ta noi tiép: ‘Hay ban Giggs cho tdi va tdi s& 1am cac con Ngai
tr& nén giau c6.” Puong nhién toi da tir chdi ngay tirc khic.

Cau ay lap tuc bi dem ra so sanh véi George Best va kho ma cham dut dugc nd. Moi tay phong vién
diéu muon c6 mot mau tin vé cau ay. Nhung Giggs rat thong minh. ‘Hay gip HLV,” cdu ay da noi véi
bat cr ai muon phong van hay hop tac.Cau ay khong mudn tryc tiép tra 101 va tim cach chuyén moi van

dé qua t6i. Cau Ay that khon khéo.



Mot ngiy, Bryan Robson tim gip Ryan dé dé nghi Harry Swales 1am dai dién cho cu ay. Giggs dén
hoi v kién cua t6i dau tién. Bryan ciing mudn chic chin rang Harry s& 14 nguoi phu hop cho Giges.
Qua that Harry rat tuyét voi. Anh 4y két hon nam 81 véi mot phu nit ngudi Thuy ST ma anh ay gip &
san ga tau hoa. Pang tiéc, vo ctia Harry mat sém. Anh ay 13 mot cuu si quan voi bo ria mép ghi dong
an twong. Harry chim soc cho Giggs rat chu ddo. Ryan ciing c6 mot ngudi me manh mé va éng ba cua

cau ay rat tu té

Pé c6 thé kéo dai su nghiép dinh cao sudt 2 thap ky qua, cdu Ay di tuan thu mot ché do tap luyén thé
luc hét strc nghiém ngit. Yoga, va phuong phap chuan bi hang ngay chinh 1a cin nguyén cho su déo dai
clia cdu Ay. Ryan rat dam mé Yoga. 2 1an mot tuan sau khi tip luyén, mot chuyén gia s& dén dé hudng
dan cau 4y thuc hién cac dong tac. Piéu d6 dong vai trd quan trong voi strc khoe cau dy. Cang 16n tudi
thi ciu 4y cang man cam v4i chan thuong gan kheo, chiing t6i khong bao gior biét dugc chac chin cu
ay c6 thé thi ¢au bao nhiéu tran mdt muia. Cau Ay thudng xuyén gip ric roi vai gan kheo. Chung toi
danh dé danh c4u Ay cho nhitng tran quan trong. That ra chi ¢6 tudi tic mgi khién chung t6i phai cho
cau Ay thoi gian nghi ngoi, con cdu 4y van du kha ning dé thi ddu hon 30 train mot mua bai vi stre khoe

cau ay qua hoan hao.

Sy thong minh giup ciu dy tir bé dan nhitng thi vui vo bo trong cudc séng. Gio day, cau dy trd nén kin
d4o, nhung du c6 chuyén gi xay ra, cau dy van la nguoi dan ong ma moi ngudi kinh trong. C6 mot
khoang thoi gian cdu ay va Paul Ince mic nhitng bo vest *hom hinh’ nhung r6i né ciing sgm két thiic.

Lic d6 toi dd phai thdt 1én rang: ‘Cau dang lam cai quai gi vay, con trai?’

Ince c6 phong cach an mic hao nhoang va cu ta ciing Giggs 1a doi ban than. Nhung Ryan biét cach
duy tri tinh chuyén nghiép ctia mot cau tht bong da, dé roi gio ddy moi nguoi & CLB déu kinh trong va

xem cau ay nhu 1a hinh mau dé noi theo.

Khi ma tudi tac dé ning 1én budc chay ciia cau ay, toi da dé cau ay thi dau o khu vuc giira sin. Ching
toi khong con mong doi Giggs sé ‘hanh ha’ cac hau vé nhu cai cach cau Ay da 1am hoi con trai tré.
Nhiéu nguoi khong cha ¥ rang du thi dau & vi tri moi cau Ay van thé hién duoc sy mugt ma trong 16i
choi, d6 1a diéu quan trong v6i mot tién vé trung tim hon 13 téc do. Kha ning giit thing bang cta cau

ay cling rat tuyét voi.

Muia thu nim 2010, cau Ay bi don ngi boi hau vé Jonathan Spector ctia West Ham trong vong cAm dia,



va toi da nam 1y co hoi d6 dé dua ra mot cau hoi van dap. Ryan Giggs da mang lai bao nhiéu qua
phat dén trong sudt su nghiép cta cau iy & Manchester United? Cu tra 101 1a: ndm. Béi vi cdu 4y ludn
co gang giir thing bang sau mdi pha va cham, du bi vap cu ay ciing khong té ngd. Toi da hoi cdu dy
sau mot pha pham 18i nguy hiém trong vong cam, tai sao cau ay khong té ngd, diéu ma ciu dy co quyén

lam & tinh hudng do, va cau ay nhin t61 ctr nhu thé dau t61 moc sung.

Ryan 1a mot chang trai diém tinh, ngay ca trong nghich canh cau ay van gitt dugc su binh than. S& kha
ki 1a khi t6i noi rang ciu dy chua bao gid 1a cau thi dy bi chién lugc cho dén nhitng mua giai gan day.
Cau Ay ludn thi dau tot hon néu duoc ra san tir dau. Nhung Giggs da dong vai tro quan trong khi vao
thay ngudi trong tran chung két Champions League nim 2008 & Moscow hay trin thing Wigan & chung
két cup Lién Poan. Cau dy di gat bo nhitng nghi ngd ctia chiing toi vé tim anh hudng ctia minh khi
dugc vao san tir bang ghé du bi.

Giggs dan quay lung lai v6i su xa hoa va phu phiém, cdu 4y thiéu nhitng t6 chat dé song giira thi phi
ctia cudc song danh vong. Cau Ay ngiy cang hudng ndi. Ban phai cAn mdt ngudn ning lugng that 16n dé
dam dap 1én tat ca va luén chudng mit ra trude dng kinh néu mudn tré thanh nguoi ndi tiéng. N6 luén
doi hoi ban phai c6 niém tin sao rdng vé nhiing thir s& danh cho ban. Toi khong bao gid bi hap dan boi

su phii du cua danh tiéng.

T6i ludn hi vong rang cac chang trai da 16n 1én ciing chiing t6i s& mang theo nhiing gi hoc dugc &
Carrington va tiép tuc phat huy trong cudc séng nhu Uli Hoeness va Karl-Heinz Rummenigge &
Bayern Munich. Ho hiéu cau triic cia CLB va pham chat ma cac cau thi can c6 dé gin bo véi doi
bong. Puong nhién ban khong thé biét duoc két thac su nghi¢p ho s¢€ thé nao, boi vi nd phu thudc vao
kha nang ctia mdi nguoi. Nhung Giggs va Scholes déu 1 nhitng chang trai thong minh, ‘mau Quy’ da
chay trong huyét quan cua ho, va ho c6 mot sy nghi¢p vi dai, do 1a nhirng t6 chat can thiét dé tiép tuc

gan bo v&1 manh dat nay.

Ryan that su co thé trd thanh HLV bai vi ciu éy nhay bén va c6 dugc su ton trong cta cac cau thu.
Phong cach diém tinh ctia cau Ay khong phai 13 rao can. Van c6 nhitng HLV khong can to tiéng v&i hoc
tro. Nhung ban can c6 ca tinh manh m&. Dé tOn tai & mét CLB nhu Manchester United, cai t6i cua ban
phai 16n hon tat ca cac cau thu. Hodc 13, ban phai tin nhu thé dé co thé diéu khién dugc moi viée Xay
ra xung quanh. O day, t0i c6 nhitng cau tha 1on, nhitng chang trai gidu sang, ndi tiéng trén thé gidi va
toi phai luén ap dit dugce quyén uy ctia toi 18n trén ho. Chi c6 mdt 6ng chit & Manchester United va dé

chinh 1a HLV, Ryan cin phai trau doi pham chat d6. Nhung tdi ciing bt dau budc vao nghiép cam quan



nam 32 tu6i va moi thir dang cho cau ay.

O trudng, ching ta thudng duoc hoi: ‘Cac con mudn 1am gi khi trudng thanh?” Tai s& ndi: ‘Cau thu
bong da.” ‘Linh ctru hoa’ 1a mot cau tra 101 pho bién hon. ‘Cau tha bong d4’ ngu y khong ¢ su thoi
thic nao dé dugc biét dén khap thé gidi,don thuan ban kiém song bang cach ra san va thi ddu. Giggs 1a

mau nguoi nhu vay.

Ban c6 thé bi ham mudn ctia minh dan dit dén mot két thic khac, va David Beckham ludn biét dugc
rang lua chon d6 s& dua cdu 4y di dén dau. Cau Ay thoai mai vdi cude séng ndi tiéng va vui mirng dé
dat dugc diéu d6. Nhitng ngudi con lai chua tirmg mo vé twong lai duoc ca thé giéi biét dén. Do
khong phai 1a phong céch cta ho. Thir tudng tuong Gary Neville véi mot nha chyp anh thoi trang;
‘Anh c6 thé thay do nhanh lén duoc khong?”’

Ho that may mén khi luon ¢6 duoce su bao boc cua gia dinh. Nha Neville 1a nhirng con ngud1 cing ran.
Do 1a ¢4 tinh chung cua ho. That may mén cho ho va ca cho chung t61. Ho biét dugc gia tri cua su giao
duc tot: gilt d61 chan trén mat dat; cach xur su; ton trong thé hé di trudc. Néu toi goi ai do 16n hon
minh béng tén cua ho thi ngay 1ap tirc s€ bi cha t61 nhéo tai. ‘Phai no1 ‘Thua ong’ chir, con trai’ 6ng éiy
nhic nhé t6i.

Tt ca nhitng dicu d6 di bién mat & thoi dai nay. Tat ca cac cau tha déu goi toi 1a Ong gia” hay 1a
‘sép’. Mot ngay no, Lee Sharp tién dén va néi, ‘Ong khoe khong, Alex?’ Toi tra 10i: ‘Cau c6 hoc &
truong nhu t61 khong con trai?’

Tuy nhién van t6t hon cau bé ngudi Ai-len, Paddy Lee, cdu 4y thy t6i budc 1én bac cau thang khi d6
ciu Ay dang di xudng, Bryan Robson & ngay sau toi, va cdu ay chao: ‘Khoe khong Alex?’ Toi gian dir:
‘Céu 6 di hoc nhu toi khong?” ‘Khéng,” ciu Ay tra 101 day lo ling. ‘Dung bao gid goi tén toi nhu vay!’
T6i van thay buc minh khi nhd lai nhitng chuyén nay. Dang sau sy hung dir t6i t6 vé vi ho 13 su khoai
chi ctia t6i. Paddy Lee c6 khiéu dong gia cac con vat. Mbi dip Giang Sinh, cdu ay hoa trang thanh vit,
b0, chim, hd, su tir, — moi thir. Thim chi 1a d& diéu chau Phi. Céc cau thi cudi 1an 16c trude man trinh
dién ndy. Sau d6 Paddy chuyén tdi Middlesbrough.

George Switzer 1a mot truong hop khac. Mot chang trai Salford dién hinh. O cing tin cua khu tap

luy€n, cau ay thuong hét toang 1€n va rat gioi trong viéc che giau noi cau ay tron, va moi nguoi phai



xem xét khap phong dé tim ra thi pham. ‘Chao Sép!” Hay 14 ‘Archie!” (Archie Knox 1a tro 1y HLV luc
d6). Trong mot thoi gian dai, toi khong thé biét ai 12 thi pham. Khong ¢ bat ctr manh mdi nao. Nhung
o1 mot ngay, toi bt dugc ciu ta. “Chinh 13 cau ha con trai?” Toi noi. ‘Cau ma con lam viée nay mot
1an nita, ciu sé phai chay quanh san cho dén lac nao cau choang vang thi thoi.” *Xin 16i, Sép,’ caubé

1ap bap.

Mic du t6i trong nhu mudn moi ngudi ludn phai biét nghe 101, nhung toi yéu quy nhirng chang trai co
su ‘pha cach’trong nguoi. N6 khién cudc séng tré nén tha vi. Ho ludn ¢6 sy tu tin va can dam. Néu
bao quanh ban 1a nhitng ngudi so thé hién ban than trong cudc séng, ho s& dé dang bang long véi s6
phan khi gip kho khin bat ké 1a tran dau hay ngoai doi. Nhitng chang trai thudc thé hé 1992 cua toi
khong bao gio biét so hii diéu gi.

<Hét chiwong XIV>



Chwong XVI: Mjt bién tai niing
Tir gidy phat Manchester United tro thanh mot cong ty, toi biét s& c6 ngay nd bi mua lai va bién thanh
tai san riéng. BskyB cua Rupert Murdoch 13 tip doan 16n nhat tirg ngd 101 trude khi Malcolm Glazer
mua nhitng ¢ phiéu dau tién vao nim 2003. Lich st va hio quang cua United 1a mon qua khong thé
chdi tir v6i bat cir nha dau tuw ndo. Chi ngac nhién khi nha Glazer khong hé giau cé nhu t6i tudng,

Khi nha Glazer da nim quyén tai Old Trafford, Andy Walsh, thanh vién cua hoi ¢ dong vién United,
goi dién cho t6i va kéu goi: “Ong can phai tir chirc.” Andy 12 nguoi tot nhung t6i cam thdy minh khong
nén nghe theo 101 khuyén d6. Toi 1a huin luyén vién, chir khong phai giam déc. Toi ciing chang phai 1a
mot trong nhitng c6 dong da ban quyén s& hitu cau lac bd. Cudc d6i chi nay khong hé 1ién quan dén

A e

to1.

“Chung t6i s& bén canh ong néu ong lam diéu d6,” Walsh tiép tuc thuyét phuc. T6i tra 1oi: “Nhung ong
biét diéu gi s& xdy ra voi cac trg 1y cta toi khong?” Néu t6i nghi viéc, chic chan ho ciing budc phai
nghi theo. Mot vai ngudi trong d6 da theo t6i duoc 20 nam. Ngudi ngoai do6i khi chang hiéu duoc

nhirng tdc dong cua viéc mot huan luyén vién tur chirc.

Phai thira nhan d6 1a khoang thoi gian lo lang ciia t6i. Mot mbi lo d6 1a ching t6i s& phai dau tu bao
nhiéu tién vao doi bong dé cé thé trd lai nhitng ngiy thing vinh quang. Nhung t6i phai tu tin vao kha
nang “kham pha” nhirng cau thu g161 cua minh, vao cAu tric ctia cau lac bd. Nha Glazer d3 mua mot

cau lac bo duogc to chirc virng vang va ho hiéu di€u do tir nhitng ngay dau tién.

Nguoi cha, Malcolm, 13 ngudi dau tién lién lac véi toi. Hai tuan sau, hai nguoi con trai cta ong dy 1a
Joel va Avi dén dé nhan chirc vu. Ho khéng dinh s€ khong thay doi cach lam bong da, doi bong dang
dugc quan 1y tot, toi 1a mot huan luyén vién thanh cong. Ho khong lo 1dng gi hét va hoan toan ting ho
t61. Ngay hom do, toi dd duoc nghe tat ca nhitng diéu t6i mong mudn duoc nghe. Nhung di nhién ban
ludn can dé phong mot tim man nhung dep d& duoc dung 1én lac dau. Moi nguoi thuong néi tat ca da
on, roi lai thay doi ca triéu 1an. Nhan vién c6 thé mét viéc, ngin quy c6 thé sut giam vi tra ng. Tuy
nhién, cudi cung, United da dtng vitng dudi tay cac 6ng chit méi, bat chip nhirng khoan vay muon hay

tra 1ai ngdn hang ma ngudi ta ban tan.

Nhirng ndm thang qua, mot vai hoi c6 dong vién lién tuc mudn t61 bay té 1ap trudong vé khoan no cua
cau lac bo. Cau tra 101 cua to1 luén ludn 1a: “To1 chi 1a nguot lam viéc cho mot cau lac bo dugce so

hitu boi cac ong chi M§.” Viéc 1am rdi United 1én ching mang nghia 1y gi ca. Néu nha Glazer chon



duong 16i d6i dau, chang han nhu ho bat toi phai sa thai mot tro 1y nao do, thi moi chuyén da khéc.
Nhung chura bao gio ho gay ap luc thay doi cach diéu hanh d6i bong ctia t6i. Bai vy, ban co tir bo

cong viéc ca cudc do1 n€éu mot vai nhom c6 dong vién muon ban lam diéu d6?

Ngay t61 md1 gia nhap United, c6 mot hoi ) dong vién dugc ménh danh 1a “Ban 1anh dao thtr hai”. Ho
s& hop tai Phong Thit Nuéng ¢ Khan dai Nam va ban bac vé nhitng van dé ctia Manchester United.
Khi d6, chiéc ghé huan luyén ctia t6i van rat mong manh va toi nhan thirc rd su nguy hiém néu nhu ho
chia miii dui vao t6i. Cac doi huan luyén vién trude day cua United c6 18 ciing cliing chung cam giéc.
Khi con choi bong cho Rangers, t6i dugc ching kién mot hoi co dong vién quyén uy. Ho di cung Poi
Mbt trong nhitng chuyén lam khéch va 1a nhirng nha van dong hanh lang ddy anh hudng. Tiéng néi clia
ngudi him m tai United dudng nhu con 16n hon thé. Cam phin vu thiu tom ctia nha Glazer, mot s6 da

tra lai vé cd mua va tao 1ap doi bong mé1 FC United of Manchester.

C6 mdt cai gia phai tra khi ban ¢ vii cho bat ky doi bong ndo, d6 chinh 13 viée d6i bong ctia ban
khong thé gianh chién thang trong moi tran dau. Va sé& khong c6 mot huan luyén vién ndo 1am viéc tron
doi ca. United rat may mian méi c6 hai vi thuyén trudng nim quyén trong tong cong hon 50 ndm. Thang
va thua khién cam xtc con ngudi 1én xudng. Ban thin bong da 1a noi sinh ra nhitng bat dong. Toi nhé

mot 1an United dé thua Rangers va c¢6 dong vién da ném gach vao cira kinh xe chiing toi.

Chang c6 1y do gi, ngoai tudi tac, dé nha Glazer thay thé t6i vao mua hé nim 2005. Toi khong c6 may

may suy nghi vé chuyén d6, chang hé cam thdy ap luc.

Hang chuc triéu bang ma nha Glazer dung dé tra 13i hang nim 1am ddy 1én nhiéu y kién lo ngai. T6i
hiéu diéu d6. Tuy nhién, chua bao gio chuyén tra ng gay anh hudng dén viéc mua ban cau thi cua
United. Phong thuong mai dat tai London la mot thé manh ctia nha Glazer. N6 da mang vé hang ta hop
d6ng tai trg tir khip noi trén thé gidi: Turkish Airlines, cac hing dién thoai cua A-rap Xé-ut, Hong
Kong, Thai Lan, nhitng hing bia tir Vién Pong... Chiing dem lai 1¢i nhuin hang chuc triéu bang dé
“ganh” nhitng khoan tra 13i. V& mit bong d4, United van duy tri doanh thu cuc 16n, 76,000 c6 dong
vién tai Old Trafford gop mot phan khong nhé trong do.

Boi vay, chua bao gior nha Glazer gay kho khin cho t6i ca. Toi thudng mit himg thu véi mot cau tha
nao d6 vi phi chuyén nhugng hay nhitng doi hoi luong thudng ngd ngan. D6 1a quyét dinh ciia toi va
David Gill. Khong hé c6 mdt chi thi ndo dai loai nhu chi cho phép chi tiéu trong gidi han ng cua cau

lac bo.



Thay vao do, “Dai ngan ha” cua riéng United ngay cang dugc mé rong. Tu nam 2007, mot loat cac tai
nang tir Nam My, B6 Pao Nha, Bulgaria cip bén Carrington, trong d6, nguoi gy nhiéu su cha ¥ nhat
chic chin 14 Carlos Tevez. Cu ay 1a trung tim ctia nhirng tranh cii 16n xung quanh viéc Sheffield
United xudng hang va roi cudi cing gia nhap dbi thu cing thanh phé Manchester City, ngao nghé nhin
xudng trong mau 4o xanh da trdi, trén tim bién quang cao khiéu khich véi dong chit “Chao mirng dén

Manchester”!

Cau chuyén bat dau khi Tevez con khoac 40 West Ham va David Gill nhan dugc mot cude dién thoai
tir nguoi dai dién ctia cdu Ay, Kia Joorabchian, thong bao rang thin chu ctia minh rat mudn dugc khoac
40 United. Chung t6i da dugc nghe nhitng cau chuyén nhu thé ndy qua nhiéu roi. Nhitng nguoi dai dién
gan nhu ¢6 thoi quen goi cho United va “tiét 16” tinh yéu v6i Quy Po. Toi cho rang United khong nén
dinh dang dén nhitng ban hop dong phtic tap cting Tevez. David dong . Khi d6, chung toi biét Tevez
duoc s6 hitu bai ca mot nhom ngudi. Nhung chdt lai, toi van luu ¥ véi David: “Ciu Ay o thé tao anh
hudng v6i ngudn nang lugng ddi dao va kha ning ghi ban 6n dinh. Hay xem nhitng 1oi thwong thao thé

nao da.”

R6i David thong bao véi to1 ¢o thé muon Tevez trong hai nam, v&1 mac phi nht dinh. Sy viéc sau do
xay ra ding nhu vay va Carlos thi dau tot trong mua giai dau tién. Cau Ay c6 mot loat ban thing quan
trong trude Lyon, Blackburn, Tottenham va Chelsea ctng v&i sy nhiét huyét va nang lugng doi dao.
Tuy nhién, Carlos khong duoc troi pha cho tée do tot va ciing chiang phai 1a ngudi tap luyén nhiét tinh.
Ctr tap duge mot luc, cau Ay lai than dau bap chan va xin nghi giai lao. Diéu nay d6i khi khién t6i buc
minh. T6i mubn dugc chimg kién su hing hai tip luyén tirng phat timg gidy. Nhitng cau thil hing dau s&

luén 1am diéu d6. Nhung du sao thi Tevez ciing bu lai bang su nhiét huyét trén san.

Tran Chung két Champions League nim 2008 tai Moscow, Tevez ra san va ghi ban trong loat penalty
trudc Chelsea. Cu Ay con 1a nguoi dau tién thue hién. Trong thoi gian thi ddu, t6i da thay Rooney va
dé Tevez lai don gian vi Tevez 1 ngudi thi ddu t6t hon. Moi chuyén chi thay doi ¢ mia giai tha hai,
khi t6i ky hop dong voi Dimitar Berbatov va tip trung sap xép bd doi Berbatov — Rooney trén hang

cong.

Chirng kién Dimitar thi dau cho Tottenham, t6i nghi cau ay sé& tao nén khac biét cho United boi su
diém tinh ctia cdu 4y 1a diéu ma céc tién dao cua chung toi con thiéu. Cau Ay c6 kha ning ctia mot Eric

Cantona hay Teddy Sheringham: khong nhanh dén mtrc than téc nhung c6 thé ngang dau 1én va chuyén



mot dudng bong “chét ngudi”. Cau ay sé nang tim doi bong va md rong danh sach tai ning ma United

sO htru.

Boi vay, Berbatov da day Tevez 1én bang ghé dy bi. Dén thang Mudi hai nim do, t6i bat dau cam thay
Carlos thi ddu khong on. Ly do, c6 1& 13, Tevez 1a dang cau thil can thi dau lién tuc. Néu khong tap
luyén manh mé, ban s& can ra san thudng xuyén. David Gill héi t6i: “Ong dinh xtr Iy chuyén nay ra
sa0?” Toi can doi dén cubi muia giai mdi co thé dua ra quyét dinh. “Nhung ho mudn quyét dinh ngay

bay gi¢,” David néi.

T6i tra 1oi: “Noi voi ho rang t6i dang cd ging cho cau y thi dau nhiéu hon dé c6 thé danh gid mot
cach chinh xac.”

Sau do, Tevez thuc su tao anh hudng trong mdt vai tran d4u & nira sau mua giai 2008/09, dac biét 1a
tran dau v4i Spurs tai Old Trafford, khi United bi dan trude 2-0 va toi tung cau Ay vao dé ddy nhanh
nhip d6. Cau dy chay nhu dién dai. Su nhiét huyét ctia Carlos 1a mot trong nhitng 1y do gitip ching toi
16i ngugc dong gianh chién thing 5-2.

Ban két Champions League 2009, United di dau Arsenal va toi sip xép b ba Ronaldo, Rooney, Park
trén hang cong. Toi duy tri d6i hinh niy trong tran Chung két va rd rang Tevez khong hai long.

Tran Chung két tai Rome véi Barcelona 13 mot tham hoa. Chung t61 chon khach san qua t¢, mot mo
hén d6n tir qua trinh chuan bi dén khi thi dau. T6i chi biét trach minh vi sy chudn bj qua nghéo nan.

Du sao thi sau hi¢p mot, t61 da tung Tevez vao san. To61 théy cau éy o vé thi dau gitr chan. Co6 1€
Carlos da quyét dinh twong lai ctia minh. Sau tran Chung két, cau 4y noi véi toi: “Ong chua bao gio
bay t6 ¥ dinh ky hop dong 1au dai véi t6i.” Toi giai thich rang t6i con phai chd doi mua giai ndy sé
dién ra nhu thé ndo va rang cdu ay chua thi dau di sb tran dé t6i co thé danh gia chinh xac. David dé
nghi v&i ngudi dai dién ctia Tevez mirc gid 25 triéu bang, nhung vao thoi diém d6, duong nhu ong 4y

dang nd1 chuyén véi mot buc twong tro tro. Toi thue su cho réng cau éy da lya chon City.

Tevez con thuong thio v&i ca Chelsea nita va toi dd rang nhirg ngudi s¢ hitu cau ay dang thao tang
c4 hai d6i bong 4o xanh. Chelsea sin sang tung ra 35 triéu bang nhung City da gianh chién thing voi
murc gia 47 triéu bang, theo nhitng tin don chwa dugc xac nhan. Pbi véi i, d6 qua 1a nhitng con sb

kinh khung. Du Carlos 1 mdt cau tha gioi nhung chic chin t6i s& khong bo ra sé tién do.



Nhung du sao thi Tevez van 13 mot tién dao c6 thé tao anh huéng. Ldi cling mdt phan & t6i, vi qua him
mo va muon thay Berbatov thanh cong. Berbatov luon muon dugc dam bao vi thé ctia mot cau thu cur

khoi. Berbatov va Tevez s€ mai 1a mot bai toan kho.

Cudc dbi dau gitra Tevez va Roberto Mancini khi cau éy tir chdi khoi dong trong mot tran d4u
Champions League tai Pirc khong han 1a mot van dé vé ky luat nhung vu lim xtm khién Sheffield
United xudng hang ndm 2007 thi da gay xon xao 16n. Nhitng ban thang cua Tevez da giup West Ham tru
hang thanh cong mua gidi d6. Va mic du vi pham diéu luat vé s& hitu ctia bén thir ba, doi bong thanh
London chi chiu phat tién ma khong bi trur diém s6 nao ca. Pha lap cong cua Tevez vao ludi United
gitip West Ham gianh chién thing 1-0 d tryc tiép day Sheffield United xudng hang va HLV Neil
Warnock cta Sheffield sau do da do 13i cho chung t61 vi mang ra san mot do1 hinh dugc xem la “yéu

hon” moi khi.

Thuc sy, United con choi Chung két Ctap FA mét tudn sau d6. Chiing t6i s& hitu d6i hinh manh nhat
giai dau va toi thudng xuyén xoay vong cau thu tiry thudc vao tinh hinh. Néu ban con nhé tran dau véi
West Ham, ching toi bi tir chdi hai dén ba qua penalty va thit mén ctia ho c6 mot ngay thi ddu qua tuyét
voi. Ho thoat khoi strc ép cua ching t6i va rdi Tevez ghi ban. West Ham chua bao gio thyc sy nhap
cudc, United hoan toan 4p dao. Toi tung cd Ronaldo, Rooney va Giggs vao san trong hi¢p hai nhung
van khong thé xoay chuyén tinh thé.

Trong khi d6, Quy ngai Warnock lai cao budc ching t6i budng tran ddu nay. Vong dau cudi cung, ho
cham tran Wigan va chi can mot diém dé tru hang. Pau thang Giéng, Warnock da dé David Unsworth
chuyén nhuong tu do dén Wigan va chinh cau thi ndy da thuc hién thanh cong quéa penalty day
Sheffield United xuéng Championship. Liéu cé ai véi tri 6¢ minh man khong tu héi rang: Chinh minh
d3 tao nén md hon don nay? Da bao gio 6ng Ay nhin vao guong va ndi: “Ching ta chi cain mot trin hoa

vo1 Wigan vay ma cling khong du strc 1am n61 u?”” Loi cdo budc dé qua that qua doi 16 bich.

Thang Giéng nam 2007, United c6 su phuc vu cua mot “vién ngoc quy”, that ra chi trong hai thang.
Pau mua giai, Louis Saha di trd lai cuc ky 4n twong nhung rdi lai dinh thém mot chin thwong dai han.
Pén thang Muoi, Giam ddc tuyén trach ctia United Jim Lawlor thuyét phuc t6i rang that phi pham khi
dé Henrik Larsson thi dau tai Thuy Dién trong khi cau ay van con du st chinh chién dinh cao.
Helsingborgs, d6i bong ciia Larsson khi d6, khong dong ¥ ban cau ay nhung ching toi da dé nghi mot

ban hop d6ng cho muon. Chinh Henrik ciing tic dong voi cac dng cha dé thuong vu ndy duoc hoan tit.



Henrik d3 tro thanh mot biéu tuong cua cac cau thu United trude céa khi gia nhap Old Trafford. Ho ban
tan vé cai tén Henrik Larsson day phan khich. V&i mot cau thi da 35 tudi, kha niang linh ngd cac bai
tap clia cAu Ay that tuyét voi. Trong moi budi tap, Henrik déu chiam chi 1ang nghe. Cau 4y nhu muén

nudt tung tir cua Carlos, HLV chién thuat; cau éy hoa nhap vao moi sac thai ctia cau lac bo.

Kha ning tap luyén ctia Henrik thi khong ché vao dau dugc: di chuyén, chon vi tri... Ba ban thing 13
van chua di dé dong dém dong gop cua cau Ay cho United. Trong tran ddu cubi ciing khoac mau 4o Do
cham tran Middlesbrough, Henrik da vé choi tién vé khi doi boéng dan trude 2-1. Cau éy chay khong
biét mét moi. Cudi tran d4u, trong phong thay dd, tat ca cic cau thi va ban huin luyén déu dung day
danh nhirng trang v tay cho Henrik. Khé ¢6 cau thi ndo c6 thé tao anh hudng nhu vay chi trong von
ven hai thang. Biéu tuong ciing c6 thé bién mat trong hai phat néu nhu anh thi ddu té nhung Henrik da
duy tri nhitng gi t6t dep nhat trong mau 4o United. Cau 4y dting 1a mot Quy Do dich thue, véi nhitng

budc chay va long diing cam. K§ ning bat nhay cua ciu Ay ciing rat tot néu xét dén thé hinh nho bé.

T6i d3 c6 thé ky hop dong voi Henrik sém hon, khi cdu 4y con thi ddu cho Celtic. Nhung rdi Dermot
Desmond, co dong chinh cua Celtic, dd goi cho t6i va trach: “Ong lam t6i budn qua! Alex, ong co ca

dong cau thu co ma, chung t61 can cau ay!”

Mot thang sau khi Henrik tr& vé Thuy Dién, chung tdi c6 mot trong nhitng chién tich vi dai nhat tai dau
truong chiu Au: thang loi 7-1 truéc AS Roma ngay 10 thang Tu. Michael Carrick va Ronaldo moi
ngudi 1ap mot ca dap, ngoai ra 1a nhitng ban thing cia Alan Smith, Rooney va ca Patrice Evra, ngudi

chua hé ghi ban tai cac cip chau Au trude do.

Nhiing tran cau dinh cao thudng duoc quyét dinh boi 8 cau thi. Ba nguoi con lai ¢6 thé thay ra néu ho
d3 thi diu hét minh nhung khong dat phong d6 tot hodc rdi san dé phuc vu yéu cau chién thuat ctia doi
1a béo toan ti sb. Tuy nhién, cling c6 dam bay lan, ban dat duoc sy hoan my tuyét ddi khi ca 11 cau tha

deu tda sang.

T4t ca nhitng gi chung toi trinh dién vao budi t6i ngdy hém ay déu mang lai két qua mi min. Ban thing
thtr hai 14 m6t pha phdi hop bat nha mot cham gitra sdu cau thi. Alan Smith chuyén hoa thanh cong
duong chuyén cta Ryan Giggs du bi kep gitta hai trung vé d6i phuong. Pha 1ap cong dau tién — Bum!

Vao luédi. b6 1a mot khoanh khac ma ban chi co6 thé noi rang: khong thé nao tot hon dugce nira!



T6i lai nhd dén mdt tran dau ndm 1999, khi United hanh quin dén san cta Nottingham Forest va gianh
chién thing 8-1. Chung t6i con co thé ghi thém ca chuc ban nita & chuyén lam khach 4y. Roma ciing 13
mot do1 bong xut sdc vGi Daniele De Rossi, Cristian Chivu va Francesco Totti nhung ching t61 da
hoan toan nghién nat ho. Luot di, United that tha 1-2 va Paul Scholes phai nhan thé do. Po6 1a mot pha
va cham ¢ ngay duong bién, cau thi d6i phuong thim chi con da & ngoai san. Bai vay, chiing toi it
nhiéu chiu ap luc tai Old Trafford. Nhung roi cac ban théng bat dau dén.

Chién thiang 3-0 trudc Wimbledon tai Ctip FA 1994 13 mdt tran du kinh dién khac. Ching t6i c6 mot
pha 14p cong duoc tao nén boi 38 dudng chuyén lién tuc. Moi ngudi thuong ca ngoi ban thing dep
nhat lich sir Manchester United 1 ctia Ryan Giggs trong trin Ban két Cap FA vdi Arsenal hay ct volé
ctia Wayne Rooney vao ludi Manchester City. Nhung voi riéng t6i, ban thang tai Wimbledon nim d6
duoc mo ta bang hai chit “siéu phany”. Ngay phut dau tién ctia tran ddu, Vinnie Jones cua doi chi nha
d3 va cham v6i Eric Cantona. Eric ngd xuéng. Cac dong doi cta Eric chay dén doi co véi Jones
nhung cdu ay ngan: “Dé han yén di.” Jones 1a curu cau thii ciia Leeds va Eric ¢6 18 van dang duy tri
mot mdi quan hé. Roi Eric vO vai dong doi cii: “Anh c6 thé pham 18i néu anh thich nhung anh s& khong
thé ngan can duogc t61.” PO 1a mot tran d4u xuit sic cua Eric Cantona vGi ban théng mé ti s6 tran dau

tir mot pha ting bong va volé tuyét dep bang chin phai.

Moi nguoi ctr néi rang doi hinh Wimbledon nim d6 khong thé d6i dau voi ching t6i. Khong ding.
Nhitng duong bong ctia ho danh cho tién dao 1a rat tot, dic biét trong nhitng pha tat bong. Cac tinh
hubng ¢ dinh ciing hét strc nguy hiém. Wimbledon khong hé thiéu nhan tai. Néu doi bong ciia ban
khong biét danh dau, ban sé& thua ngay. Néu doi bong ctia ban khéng xtr 1y tinh hubng c¢b dinh chic
chin, ban s& thua ngay. Wimbledon 1a mot d6i tha kho choi. Bai vay, chién thing 3-0 nay hét sirc dic
biét.

Hai tran thang ddm trudc Arsenal ciing dang dugc ghi nhd. Trong khudn khd Cup Lién doan 1990, Lee
Sharpe 1ap hat-trick giap United vui dap 6-2 ngay tai Highbury. Va mét dip khac, thang Hai nam 2001,
ching t6i lai dai thang 6-1 trén Old Trafford. Mot gia dinh ngudi Ireland di tham gia d4u gia dé duogc
xem chung toi d6i dau véi Liverpool thang Muoi hai nim 2000. Nhung cudi cuing, vi swong mu day
dic, ho da khong thé bay sang Anh. Chiing i ciing thua Liverpool 0-1 trong mdt tran d4u toi t&. Gia
dinh d6 goi cho ching t6i va hoi: “Bay gid chung toi phai 1am gi day?” Toi goi ¥: “United chuan bj da
v6i Arsenal.” Va ho da dugc chimg kién cudc “tham sat” 6-1. Sau 45 phut, ti s6 da 1a 5-1. Yorkie 1a
nguoi da xé nat hang phong ngu Arsenal.



Du gianh chién thing 7-1 truéc Roma, hanh trinh Champions League nim d6 ctia ching t6i dirng lai
v6i that bai 0-3 trén san ctia Milan vao ngdy 2 thang Nam. Téi budc phai sap xép doi hinh manh nhit
d6i dau voi Everton vao cudi tudn trude dé gianh chién thing 4-2 tai Goodison Park trong khi Milan
c6 diéu kién cho 9 cau thil nghi ngoi chd tran dau vao t6i thir Ba. Pon gian, ching t6i khong co su
chuan bi tot nhu d6i thu. Hai ban thua trong 15 phat dau tién, mua thi ¢t roi khong nglng va chiing toi
chang thé 1én bong ndi giita san. United that su chua sin sang. Gianh chién thing 4-2 trudc Everton da
12 mot nhiém vu to 16n boi chung t6i bi dan trude 0-2 dén tan phut 50. Ba diém c6 dugc sau tran ddu

nay giup United gia ting khoang cach véi nhom dimg sau tai Premier League 1én thanh 5 diém.

Cung v6i Tevez va Larsson, cac tai ning khip thé gi¢i da hoi tu vé Old Trafford. Carlos Queiroz, voi
nhirng mbi quan hé tai BO Pao Nha, d3 thong bao cho t6i vé mdt cdu bé & Porto ¢6 tén Anderson. Cau
ta 16 hay 17 tudi gi d6. Chung toi bat dau quan sat ciu ay. Anderson chua c6 suat thi dau 6n dinh, tran
nay duoc XUAt phat, tran sau da phai ngéi du bi. Rdi cau éy ddi dau v6i United tai mot giai dau to
chitc & Amsterdam. Sau tran d4u, t6i quyét dinh hanh dong. Nhung chi mdt tudn sau, Anderson bi giy

chan.

Khi Anderson hoan toan binh phuc, i lai giri Martin sang “xem gio” tirng tran ddu cta ciu ay trong

bon dén nam tuan. Cudi cung, 6ng ay noi: “Alex, cdu bé nay xuat sac hon ca Rooney.”

“Chua o1, dirng noi thé chr,” t6i ngac nhién. “Cau Ay phai thuc su gioi moi ¢ thé xuat sac hon
Rooney day.” Nhung Martin khong hé thay doi ¥ kién. Khi d6, Anderson choi ngay phia sau tién dao
cam. Cudi giai dau, toi tién hanh mua ca cau Ay va Nani, ngudi ma t6i dich thin di trinh sat. Diéu
khién t6i bi thu hut & Nani 1a tbc do, sirc manh va kha nang khong chién. Cau éy con thuan ca hai chan.
Cudi cung, chi con lai mot dau hoi duy nhat: tinh cch cta cau bé nay? Cau tra 1oi: tot bung, ling I8,
noi tiéng Anh twong dbi t6t, chua tirng gdy ric roi tai Sporting Lisbon va tip luyén hét sirc xuat sic.
T6i ¢6 thé mo ta Nani 1a mot cau bé sung strc. C6 tip thé hinh. Két qua nhitng bai tap vé thé duc ctia
ciu 4y ludn dung dau. Tat ca nén tang déu da ¢ day. Carlos di cing voi David Gill: dén Sporting
Lisbon dé ky hop dong cting Nani roi 14i xe 1én Porto mua Anderson, ca hai chi dién ra trong mot

ngay.

Hai ndm dau, ching t61 c6 thé n61 minh da dtng dan khi mua Nani va Anderson. Anderson bat dau co
chit rac ro1 vao mua dong 2009-10. Cau ay khong dugc ra san nhiéu nhu mong muon va mudn quay veé
qué nha. Cau ay la ngudi1 Brazil, va van dé 1a luon khao khat dén tuyét vong duoc ra san tar World

Cup. K& hoach ctia Anderson bao gdm khoac 40 Vasco Da Gama trong phan con lai ctia mia giai, gy



an tuong va dugc goi vao doi tuyén tham dg World Cup 2010 & Nam Phi. Nhung t61 cuong quyét:
“Cau khong duogc di dau ca. Toi khong dau tu ca chuc triéu bang vao mot cau thu dé anh ta chudn sang

Brazil.”

Anderson c6 ca tinh rat d& thuong. T6i luon ludn ton trong nhitng cau thu Brazil. Ho lién tuc toa sang
trong nhitng trin cau dinh cao va duong nhu duoc sinh ra dé danh cho cac khoanh khic huy hoang.
Cau tha Brazil ¢ nhitng phém chat dic biét: long tu ton 1én lao va niém tin sit da. Co cau chuyén
duoc luu truyén rang ngudi Brazil coi tip luyén chi 1a su gian doan ctia nhitng tha vui trong cudc
song. Khong hé. Ho tap luyén rat k§ cang, ti mi. Y kién cho rang ho ghét troi lanh ciing 14 bip bom.
LAy anh em nha Da Silva lam vi du: ching can quan gid, chang cin ging tay, ho ctr thé chay ra san tip
luyén. Ban kho c6 thé tan dung hét nhirng phdm chit cia mot cau thi Brazil hang dau. Nguoi Argentina
thi rat yéu nude nhung t6i thay ho khong cé tinh bang ngudi Brazil.

Nani rd rang 1a mot vién ngoc thd. Cau Ay van chua truong thanh, thiéu 6n dinh nhung ¢ ban ning
bong da tuyét voi. Xa 1y bong t6t béng hai chan, c6 thé danh dau va khong ngai va cham thé luc, biét
tat bong, biét stt. Vi mot cau thil co tit ca nhitng kha ning ké trén, meo quéan 1y 13 hiy sip xép chiing
that “gon gang”. Nani con bira bon, ban ning va rat can sy 6n dinh. Cau ay ciing s& phai song dudi cai
bong cua Ronaldo vi hai ngudi déu 14 tién vé canh ngudi Bo Pao Nha ¢ nhitng phdm chat chung dang

chtl y. Néu Nani dén tir Serbia chang han thi di chang ai so sanh gi.

Ronaldo duoc troi phi cho tai ning phi thudng, su diing cam, hai chan thuan thuc va nhitng budc nhay
ky di¢u. Co 1€ Nani da cam théy chan nan khi phai canh tranh vi tri ra san voi mot cau thu nhu vay.
Nam dau tién, cau Ay ngdi dy bi kha nhiéu nhung bu lai, tiép thu ngon ngir rat nhanh. Anderson chdm
chap hon. Ciing boi 13 ngudi Brazil, Anderson ludn giir 10ng tu ton 16n lao. Cac cau tha Brazil ludn

cho rang ho co thé do1 dau voi bat ky ai.

Mot cude trd chuyén cua ching i ¢6 thé dién ra nhu thé nay: “Cau c6 biét cai anh Neymar nay ¢
Brazil khong?”

“0, mot cau thu xuat sac, rat tuyét voi.”
“Thé con Robinho thi sao?”

“Phi thudng, tuyét dinh.”



To1 hoi bat ctr cau thu Brazil nao nita cling s€ nhan dugc cau tra 161 nhu vay. Cau ay nghi dong nghiép
ndo ¢ qué nha cling & dang cap thé giodi. Khi Brazil ddnh bai B6 Bao Nha trong mdt tran giao hitu,
Anderson da n6i véi1 Ronaldo: “Lan sau chung t61 s€ choi vai1 ddi hinh thir nam cho céac anh ¢6 co hdi

nhé!” Ronaldo van giit guwong mit lanh.

Brazil 1a mot dat nude nhu vay déy. Téi rat thich tha v&i mot cude thi & Rio dé timra mot s6 10 méi
tinh va xuat sic nhat. Hang nghin cau bé da dén ghi danh, c6 ngudi phai bat xe khach di lién tuc trong

22 tiéng. Mot dat nude rong 1on vai vo so tai nang.

Nh¢ lai thwong vu véi Owen Hargreaves khién t6i bét thich thu di mot chat. Cau Ay ndi 1én ¢ mua he
2006 va 1a mau cau thu thich hop dé 1ap day khoang trong Roy Keane dé lai. United bat dau dit gia
mua cdu dy. Nhung roi toi dugc biét sO tran ra san cia Owen va cam thay do6i chit nghi ngai. Toi
khong ¢ dy cam manh mé vé ban hop dong ndy. David Gill van 1am viéc hét strc v6i ban lanh dao
Bayern. Toi con sip xép cudc gip voi nguoi dai dién ciia Owen tai Berlin. Toi thuyét phuc rang
Owen s¢€ phat trién hon nita tai Old Trafford. Nhung moi thtr da tré thanh tham hoa.

Owen khong c6 mot chut tu tin ndo vao ban than. Di voi toi, cdu Ay khéng cho thiy quyét tim vurgt
qua kho khin vé thé luc. Trong luyén tip, toi chi thdy cau Ay lwa chon nhitng phuong an dé dang.
Owen 1a mdt trong nhitng ban hop dong that vong nhat ciia toi.

Cau 4y di khap noi dé chira di cac loai chin thwong: Prc, My, Canada. Toi cam thdy Owen khong du
tir tin vurot qua nhitng van dé ctia minh. Roi moi thtr ctr ti t¢ hon nita. Cau ay danh nhirng nim thang
dep nht su nghiép dé dudng thwong tai My. Cau Ay tim lai bac s ¢ Bayern, Hans Muller-Wohlfahrt,
dé cau ctru chan thuong bap. Nhung trén sin ¢o thi t6i khong ban khodn gi vé nhirng dong gop clia
Owen. Mot cau thi nhanh nhen va 1a chuyén gia trong cac tinh hudng c¢6 dinh. Cau ay c6 thé choi hau
v¢€ phai, tién vé phai hoac tién vé trung tam. T61 dé Owen xuét phat & vi tri tién vé phai trong tran
Chung két Champions League nam 2008 va khi United gip kho véi tuyén gitta ba ngudi ciia Chelsea,
toi kéo Owen vé trung tAm va day Rooney ra canh. Chién thuit nay da cho thay hiéu qua. Owen mang

dén nhitng gi tri nhat dinh, nhung chiing nhanh chong bi chim xudng bdi s 14n ra san it oi.

Thang Chin ndm 2011, Hargreaves da lén tiéng ché trach doi ngii y té ctia United trong quing thoi gian
khoac 40 Quy Po. Cau ay cho rang minh bi 1am “chudt bach” dé thir nghiém phuong phap diéu tri

chirng viém gan va cac van dé khac vé dau goi. Chung t61 da nho luat su tu van va co thé khoi kién



Hargreaves. Cuoi cung, su viéc chim xudng vi cac bac si khong cam thay xiic pham dén murc bat bude
doi boi thuong. United da lam nhitng di€u tot nhat vi Hargreaves. Nhung du chung t61 c6 lam dicu gi,
cau ay van tu nghi ra nhiing y tudng riéng.

Pay s& 1a mdt cudc tro chuyén thong thudng ctia chiing t6i: “Thé nao, sang nay ciu co khoe khong?”

“Tét 1am, thua huan luyén vién,” Hargreaves tra 1oi. “Nhung c6 18 t6i s& cd gang tu tap. Toi cam thiy

mot chut van de.”

Mot 1i 18 khac ma Hargreaves dua ra 1a chung toi dd ép budc cau Ay ra san trong tran dau voi Wolves
dau thang Mudi mot nam 2010 du cdu 4y da xin nghi. Di tra. Ba tudn trudc d6, Hargreaves tu noi vai
toi rang ciu Ay cam thdy minh s& du stc tro lai vao ngay ndy, ngay ndy. D6 1a mot tran dau tai
Champions League. Cu ay da 1au khong tham gia d4u trudng chau Au nén t6i khong may hing th vai
kha ning ndy. Thay vao d6, ching toi goi ¥ mot trin dau voi Doi Du bi ngay trong tudn. Tuy nhién,

Hargreaves xin tir choi.

Pén tuan co tran dau vai Wolves, theo nhitng gi toi biét thi Hargreaves hoan toan khéng noi mot 1o
v6i ban huan luyén vé van dé ciia minh. T6i lo rang cdu dy s& dinh chan thuong ngay khi khoi dong
mat. T6i nghe phong thanh ciu Ay con néi voi mot dong doi rang minh cam thay kho chiu & gan kheo.
Khi Hargreaves khoi dong xong va trd lai bang ghé du bi, t6i hoi lai 1an nita dé dam bao: “Cau 6n diy
chr?” Cubi cung, trudce khi cau dy ra san, toi chi dan do 1a thong tha ma da. Va 5 phut 1a tat ca thoi
gian c6 mat trén san cua cau éy. Cai gan kheo lai mot 1an nita hanh ha Hargreaves, nhung diéu do cling

chang c6 gi ngac nhién.

Ngay ki hop dong véi Hargreaves, toi cam thay khong thich mot diéu gi d6 ¢ cau dy. Mot nguoi chi

huy gi6i cin c6 ban ning. Ban ning cua toi cho biét: “Toi khong thue sy mong mudn chuyén nay.” Khi
ciu Ay dén Old Trafford kiém tra y té, t6i van cam thiy mot ndi ngd vuc khong thé goi tén. Cau ay hét
strc than thién, t6t bung va ndng nhiét. Kleberson ciing tirng khién t6i nghi hozc, nhung d6 13 vi ciu dy
rat nhat nhét, thdm chi con chang dam nhin vao mit t6i. Kleberson c6 kha ning nhung cdu dy danh qua

nhiéu thoi gian lo xem gia dinh nha vo mudn gi.

Sau ndy, t6i doc duoc rang FA dang ¢ gang thuc bach Hargreaves di theo nghiép huan luyén. Day 1a
mot diéu khong On trong bong da ngay nay. N6 s& khong xdy ra tai Phap, Ptrc hay Ha Lan, nhitng noi

ma ban can it nhat ba ndm hoc viéc md1 kiem dugc bang huan luyén vién.



Bebe 1a cau tha dau tién t6i ky hop dong ma chua tirng ching kién cau Ay thi ddu. Mot tuyén trach vién
gioi ctia chiing t6i & BO Pao Nha danh gia rat cao Bebe. Cau bé nay timg choi bong da duong phd
nhiéu ndm trude khi thir viéc cho mot d6i bong hang hai. Tuyén trach vién cua chiing t6i an twong dén
mure lién tyc thic giuc: “Chiing ta phai cir nguoi dén xem gid cdu ay ngay.” Roi t6i biét tin Real
Madrid ciing dang theo dudi thuong vu ndy. D6 1a su thit vi Jose Mourinho d3 thira nhin véi toi.

United quyét dinh hanh dong nhanh gon va bé ra 7 triéu euro, mot vu danh cugc nho.

Bebe c6 rat nhiéu diém han ché nhung tai ndng cua cdu bé nay 1a khong thé pha nhan. Cau ay c6 doi
chan ky diéu. Nhirng ct stt ctia ciu ay vo cung hiém hoc, bang ca hai chan. Bebe khong phai 1a cau thi
hoan hao, nhung chiing t6i dang rén luyén ciu 4y t6t 1én mdi ngay. Toi ting giri Bebe sang Tho Nhi Ky
tu nghiép nhung cu ay lai dinh chan thuong ddy chang dau goi chi sau hai tuan. Toi danh goi cdu 4y
Ve, tap luyén theo phap dd diéu tri roi thi ddu cho Poi Dy bi. Bebe hoan thanh tbt moi yéu cau. Cau éy
tap luyén ciing kha 6n trong nhitng tran dau ngin, 8 ngudi, 11 ngudi... Bebe can rén luyén thém vé

chién thuat. Vi doi chan nay, cau ay c¢6 kha nang ghi 20 ban moi1 mua.

C6 rat nhiéu tai ning cap bén Old Trafford nhung ciing khong it cau thi khong thé tru lai, du sao, t6i
van ty hao vi nhitng gi United d3 1am cho ho. Vi du, mua xuin nim 2010, da c6 72 cau thu khép

Scotland, chdu Au va Anh dén thir viéc tai Man Utd. Bay-muoi-hai-nguoi.

Fabio Capello tirng ndi voi mot ngudi ban than cua t6i rang du ¢ trum kin mot cau thit Man Utd lai
thi ong 4y van nhan ra tir cach xa ca cdy s6. Toi nhan d6 1a mot 151 khen ngoi. Cach cu xir va tap luyén
cua nhirng cau thu United déu xuat sic. Ba nguoi thi d4u tai Pan Mach, mot tai Puc, hai tai Bi va
nhitng nguoi con lai trai rong khip nudc Anh, trong d6 bao gom bay thit mon, chua ai trong s6 ho ting
ra mat Poi Mot. Co thé ké mot s cai tén nhu Kevin Pilkington, Michael Pollitt, Ben Williams va
Luke Steele...

United rat thanh thao trong viéc kham pha nhiing cau tha c6 thé thi dau thuong xuyén cho Poi Mot. Co
nhitng pham chit ndi bat & cac “mam non” sang gia trudng thanh tir Old Trafford lam ban phai trao
sut thi ddu cho ho & Poi Mot. Darron Gibson 1a mdt vi du dién hinh vé viéc lya chon gitra ban di hay

trao co hoi.

Mua giai 2009-10, Darron da phét trién t&i mirc s& that khong cong bang néu kim him co hoi thi dau

cua cdu ay. Cau ay c6 nhirng pham chat khac biét vai cac tién vé con lai cua United, no1 bat la kha



ning ghi ban ngoai vong cam. Nhac dén Scholes 13 nhic dén sut xa, nhung khi d6, cau ay di sap giai
nghé. Boi vay quyét dinh dua ra rat khé khin, ciing gidng truong hop cua Tom Cleverley, ngudi dang
tu nghiép tai Watford va c6 11 pha 1ap cong du choi & hang tién vé. Thé hinh cua Cleverley khong co
gi dang n6i nhung cau bé rat déo dai, diing cam nhu mot chu su tir, cai chan phai thuan thuc va c6 thé
ghi ban. David Gill tirng néi véi toi: “Nam sau, 6ng dinh xir 1y thé nao vi Tom Cleverley? Cau ay
dang pha ludi d6i phuong lién tyc tai Watford.” Toi tra 10i: “T6i s& cho ciu 4y co hdi, dé xem cau Ay
c6 thé ghi ban cho chiing ta nhu cho Watford khong.”

T6i da thic mic liéu Cleverley c6 kha ning ghi 6 ban trong mot mua giai? Nhiing tién vé con lai déu
khong thé. Michael Carrick cao nhat 12 5. Néu tién vé Cleverley c6 thé ghi 6 ban thi rat dang dé xem
x¢t. Ranh gidi phan biét luén l1a nhirng cau héi: cau ta ¢c6 kha nang gi va cau ta khong c6 kha nang gi?

Néu cau ta co thé ghi 6 ban, t61 san sang bo qua mdt s6 diém yeu.

O tudi 20, 21, cac cau thu d6i khi ngimg phat trién. Néu khi d6 van chura c6 suat thi dau cho Doi Mot,
ho rat d& nay sinh tim 1y chan nan. Chinh toi tirng trai qua cam giac nay luc con choi bong. 21 tudi, toi
chan ngan St Johnstone va da chuan bi gidy to dé dinh cu tai Canada. Nhitng o tudng dep dé trong toi
v tan. Toi d3 ndi v6i ban than bong da khong danh cho may dau, may s& chang di dén dau ca. Tai Doi
Dur bi cua United, ching t6i thudng xuyén phai d6i dau voi van dé nay. Toi s& cho muon cac cau thi
gip kho khin véi hy vong ho sé& tién bo luc tré vé, nhung dong thoi, tdi ciing lya chon nhitng noi chén
da tam cho ho thi dau lau dai trong twong lai. Sap xép lai su nghiép cho 72 cau thu da néi trén va rat
nhiéu nguoi khac, t6i cam thay hét stre tur hio.

Vo1 nhitng ngudi du xuit sic dé dugc trao co hdi, ho c6 nhitng cach rat riéng dé tuyén bd minh di sin
sang don nhan thir thach. Welbeck 1a mot vi du. Co thoi diém, toi ung hod cau bé tham du World Cup
2010 cung ddi tuyén Anh nhung luc 6, Welbeck giap van dé vé téc do phat trién. O tudi 19, cau dy
van cao 1én khong ngirng va phai chiu nhitng chin thwong dai diang & dau gdi. T6i khuyén Welbeck hiy
tap luyén can than dé danh nhitng gi t6t nhat khi thi dau trén san. Theo do, chiéu cao cia Welbeck dirng
lai & khoang 1 mét 85, 88. Nhung diu sao, Welbeck 1a mot cau thu g101. Rét tu tin. To6i tung né1 voi
cau éy: “MOot ngay nao do, to1 s€ giét cau vi cai tinh ki€éu ngao.” Tra 101: “Vang, co 1€ t61 xting dang

vo1 diéu do.” Bum! Ciu bé nay biét cach tra loi day.

Thao luan vé nhitng tai nang tré, chung t61 thudng dé cap dén viéc liéu ho c6 chiu ndi su ky vong tir
Old Trafford va gidi truyén thong thiéu kién nhdn. Ho s& vuon 1én hay tut xudng trong mau 4o United?

Chung t61 hiéu 1o chan to k& toc cua moi cau thu homegrown thi d4u cho Doi Mot: khi chit, tinh cach



va duong nhién 1a kha nang.

Nguoc lai, véi nhitng cau tha nudc ngoai, chiing t6i chip nhan biét it thong tin hon vé ho du ¢ ging
tim hiéu dén dau. Tuy nhién, dugc khoac 4o United 14 budc ngoit cude doi du dé thay d6i nhirng quan
niém ban dau. Mua giai 2009-10, ching toi dang xem giod Javier Hernandez — c6 nickname 1a
Chicharito (nghia 1a “Hat dau nho”). 21 tudi. Mot tuyén trach vién dugc ctr dén & Mexico trong mot
thang rong. Nhitng mbi quan hé gitp chiing t6i diéu tra k¥ cang thong tin vé Javier va biét rang ciu 4y
khong mudn rdi xa gia dinh, qué huong. Nhung vién canh choi cho Man Utd di khién Javier dong ¥
dén Old Trafford.

Co dong vién cua United d6i khi kha la Iung. Néu United mua mot cau tha tri gia 2 tri€u bang, ho s¢
coi d6 1a mot dau hiéu di xudng va cau lac bo dang ha thap nhing tiéu chuan. Gabriel Obertan tirng co
murc gia nhu vay. Cau Ay nhanh nhu chép. Nhung dén khi tiép can phan san doi phuong, d6i chan cau
ay ctr nhu khong con nghe 101. Nhiém vy ctia Obertan 1a két ndi tbe do voi tri 6¢ va tung ra nhitng ct
danh nguy hiém vé khung thanh d6i thu.

Mame Biram Diouf dugc Ole Gunnar Solskjaer tién ctr thong qua nhitng méi quan hé cta cu ay véi
Molde. Hannover 96 va Eintracht Frankfurt da nhom ng6 khi ching t61 bay té sy quan tam. Ole va mot
quan churc cua United ngay lap tirc dugc cur sang Na Uy va c¢6 dugce su phuc vu cta Diouf voi gia 4
triéu euro. Mot 1an nita, tinh thé khién ching t6i phai day nhanh tién d6, mic du Diouf chua bao gid

nam bat duoc co hoi.

Chris Smalling dugc chiéu md vao thang Giéng nim 2010 va cip bén Old Trafford chinh thirc & mua
giai 2010-11. Chris choi cho Maidstone & giai nghiép du dén tin nam 2008 nhung Roy Hodgson da
gitip cau ay tién bo khong ngirng. Cau ay khién United bo ra 10 triéu bang. Chung t6i tinh dén thuong
vu nay khi Rio Ferdinand bat dau gap van dé vé lung. Nhiéu trung vé da dugc xem xét trong mua giai
2009-10 nhung cudi cing Chris 13 nguoi dugce chon, mdt tai ning tré s& trudng thanh trong twong lai.
Vé 1au dai, i co thé tudng tugng dén cap doi ¢ trung tim hang thu Chris Smalling va Jonny Evans.

T6i chua bao gior nghi ngoi, du trong nhirng ngay thang huy hoang nhit. Cang & lai bang ghé chi dao

lau, t61 cang hudng xa hon vé twrong lai. P61 md1 do1 bong 1a nhiém vu hang ngay!

<Hét chwong XVI>

Nguoi dich: Duc Khdanh
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Chwong XVII: Pém Moscow huyén do

Trudc tran Chung két Champions League 2008, t61 1a ky luc gia khong mong muon trong nhitng loat
penalty. To1 da dé thua hai tran Ban két, mot tran knock-out tai cup chau Au cung Aberdeen; mit vong
dau Cup FA v6i Southampton, mot tran Chung két Cup FA voi Arsenal, mot tran knock-out khac &
Moscow trong khuon kho ctp chiu Au ciing Man United. Sau that bai va chi duy nhat mot chién thang
— diém g6 cho Carlos Tevez khi cau éy dat trai bong lén vach 11m, bt dau loat cAn ndo v&i Chelsea

tai qué nha cua Roman Abramovich.

V&i nhitng két qua ké trén, toi kho 10ng ma lac quan dugce. Ching cir 1on von trong dau t6i khi thoi
gian thi dau kéo dai sang hiép phu va ngdy méi bat dau tai Moscow (trdn dau khai cudc vao 10 gior 45
t6i gio dia phuwong). Khi Van der Sar can pha thanh cong c st ctia Nicolas Anelka, t6i khong dtng
day ndi, chang thé tin United d4 gianh chién thang. Toi ctr ngdi bat dong mot luc. Trén san, Ronaldo

van ndm khoc vi cau ay 1a nguoi thuc hién hong cu sut thir ba.

Huan luyén vién thit mon ctia United da thu thap tat ca nhitng video can thiét dé chi dan cho Van der
Sar cach thirc cac cau tha Chelsea c6 thé sut phat. Cach d6 vai ngay, ching t6i cling ban luan k¥ ludng
vé thr tu thue hién loat penalty cua cac cau thi. Cudi cung, ho déu hoan thanh t6t cong vige, trur
Ronaldo, ngudi di “nd sung” trong ca mua giai. Pha stt phat ctia Giggs 13 xudt sic nhat: thip va kho,
hudng thiang dén goc khung thanh. Hargreaves dua bong vao goc cao. Nani ¢6 mdt chit may mén vi thu

moén ddi phuong da cham tay vao bong. Carrick don gian. Ronaldo ludng ly va khong thanh cong.

Pén lugt John Terry, ciu Ay chi can dua bong vao luéi 1a s& mang chirc vo dich vé cho Chelsea. Lic

d6, t6i van binh tinh va nghi ngoi: “Minh s& ndi gi v6i cac hoc tro day?” Toi phai hét strc can than véi
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nhitng 101 noi sau thit bai. S& that khong cong bang néu mang chiri cac cau thi sau mot train Chung két
Champions League, b6i ho da 1am hét sirc minh dé c6 mit tai day va tat ca déu dang chim trong cam
XUuc nang né. Roi Terry bo 16 pha sut phat thir muoi, niém tin cua toi trd lai. Anderson thuc hién thanh
cong loat da tiép theo. Cau 4y chay lai vé phia khan dai dé an mirng véi céc c6 dong vién United dang
vO cung phén khich. Pugc thuc hién loat luan luu hudng vé khan dai c6 nguro1 ham mo doi nha 1a loi

thé khong nho ciia chung t6i.

Pay hoan toan khong phai mot tran Chung két Ctip chau Au truyén théng. Diéu dang n6i dau tién 1a mai
gio: tran dau da phai khai cudc lac 10 gior 45 t6i! Con nura tim i ciing da 1am hong d6i gidy cua toi.
Boi vay, t61 phai mic do thé thao tham du budi tiéc mimg chién thing. Cac cau thi da ché gidu i rat

nhiéu vi di€u nay. Pang 1€ t61 can mang thém mot do1 giay so cua.

Khi chiing t6i bat dau budi tiéc dting thi da 1a 4, 5 gid sang. Thirc an thi d& nhung cac dong doi da
trao ting Giggs mot mon qua hét sirc dang nhé ky niém tran ddu cau Ay vuot qua cot moc 758 lanra

san ctia Bobby Charlton. Tat ca déu hat vang tén Giggs.

Tran Chung két dién ra vo cung kich tinh v&i mot so6 man trinh dién xuét sic tir cac cau tha United.
Wes Brown c¢6 mdt trong nhirng tran dau xuit sic nht trong mau 40 D6 va kién tao cho Ronaldo ghi

ban mo ti s6 bang pha tat bong tuyét dep.

Tai vong Ban két, Chelsea da sap xép Michael Essien d4 hau vé phai. Xem xong tran dau do, t6i quyét
dinh cho Ronaldo xuat phat bén hanh lang trai dé gy kho d& cho Essien, mot tién vé chinh gbc. Ké
hoach nay d3 thanh cong khi Ronaldo bt nhay khoi tim kiém soat ctia Essien va danh dau mo ti sd.
Mot tién vé choi hiu vé phai, lai con phai ddi dau véi mot cau thu tin cong xut sdc nhu Ronaldo, that
bai tan nat 1a kho tranh khoi.

Chuyén Ronaldo sang canh trai sé& tao diéu kién cho mot cau thu 1ap chd tréng bén canh phai. Toi chon
Hargreaves. Nhanh nhen, ddi dao thé luc va biét cach tat bong, cau éy da hoan thanh t6t nhiém vu. Tai
trung tAm hang tién vé, United c6 Scholes va Carrick, mic du Scholes phai roi san phat 87. Cau 4y
cam thiy kho thd sau mot pha va cham ¢ mii khién mau chay khong ngirg. Giggs vao thay va di toa

sang!

Mac du phai trai qua sbc van hoa vai Moscow va khach san tai day, su chuan bi cta ching t6i van
dién ra hét strc troi chay. Tai Ban két, United da danh bai Barcelona: hoa 0-0 & TAy Ban Nha va gianh



théng loi t6i thiéu trén san nha. Ban théng cua Scholes that tuyét di¢u, mot cu nd dai bac kinh dién tir
khodng cach hon 20 mét.

Trong khoang 20 phit dau tai Nou Camp, gidng nhu moi khi d6i ddu véi Barcelona, United thi dau tét,
dua bong trang khung gb va con bo 16 mot qua penalty. Khi ho dan 1y lai thé tran, ching toi lui vé ¢6
tha trude vong cAm. Co 18 t6i cling s& ap dung chién thuat ndy trong hai tran Chung két nim 2009 va
2011, néu khong quyét tim gianh chién thing thuyét phuc. Ban c6 thé goi d6 1a ngay tho néu mudn,
nhung t6i khong dong y. Hai tran Ban két nam d6, chiing toi phai trai qua qua nhiéu gidy phit ding
tim. P61 hinh di chuyén ngay bén ngoai vong cAm hoic thim chi bén trong, c6 gang tim cach dua bong
1én. Tran luot vé tai Old Trafford, v6i nhitng tinh hudng phong ngu — phan cong t6t, dang 18 United
phai ghi thém nhiéu ban thing nita. 15 phat cudi, Barcelona tung Thierry Henry vao san va lai don ép
chung t6i vé san nha. Tdi drng ngoai duong bién, nhin dong hd, lo du khic khoai. Mdi pha can pha
thanh cong cua United lai nhan dugc su tan thudng néng nhiét tir khan dai. D6 ¢6 18 1a vi du dién hinh

nhat ctia sy ung ho tir ngudi hAm mo. Toan doi d3 giir tap trung dé hoa giai sirc ép khong 10.

Sau tran dau nay, toi da phat biéu: “Cac cau thi khong thé yéu dudi. Ho can 1a nhirng nguoi dan ong.

Va t6i nay, ho d4 13 nhitng nguoi dan 6ng.”

United luén mong mubn ¢6 co hdi bod sung thém mot chiée ctup C1 sau nhitng vinh quang nim 1968 va
1999. Ching t6i can nhanh chong kiém soat bong ngay sau tiéng coi khai cudc & Moscow va ching toi
da lam duoc diéu d6. Tan cong don dap va da dang, dang 1y ra chung toi phai dan trudc 3 dén 4 ban.
T6i d4 bt dau nghi vé& mot tran dai thing,

Tuy nhién, chi mot ban thang ciing c6 thé dao nguoc cuc dién tran ddu. Ngay trude gio nghi, Chelsea
c6 ban g& hoa may mian do cong cta Frank Lampard, day chiing t6i vé phong ngu. Tir dy, Chelsea
dan 1y lai thé tran va 1a doi thi ddu t6t hon trong khoang 25 phat dau hiép hai. Pha stt bong tring
khung g ctia Drogba khién t6i phai thay d6i néu muén gianh 14y quyén kiém soat. Toi day Rooney

sang canh phai va kéo Hargreaves vé trung tim, mot chién thuat mang lai hiéu qua mi méan.

Truc tiép trai qua moi sac thai trén san co, ban s& khong thé nao biét dugc nhitng man trinh dién trudc
mit minh c6 that su hap din hay khong. Tuy nhién, moi ngudi déu cho rang, day xtng déng 1a mot
trong nhitng tran Chung két Ctp C1 hap din nhat lich str. That vui khi duoc gop phan dua hinh anh
bong d4 Anh ngay cang ndi bat.



To1 phai danh 161 khen ngo1 cho sy thong minh cia Edwin van der Sar trong nhirng pha can pha. Khi
Anelka budc dén chdm da phat, t6i thAm nhu — hily d6 nguoi sang trai di. Edwin lién tuc d6 ngudi
sang phai, trr qua phat ngay trudc do6 dugc thuc hién bo1 Salomon Kalou. Boi vay, trude khi tung ca
sut, c6 1& Anelka ciling phai suy nghi: “Lan nay tha mon s& d6 nguoi vé hudng ndo day?” Van der Sar
chi tay vé bén trai dé 1am ddi thu phin tAm. Va cau ay da can pha thanh cong! Pha st phat cia Anelka
dung ra rét t&, nhung Edwin d& phan doan chinh xac.

Avram Grant 13 mdt ngudi dan ong tot bung. Toi chi lo rang ong Ay khong dit manh mé dé kiém soat
cac cau thi Chelsea. Cach hanh xir ctia cac cau thi Chelsea trong tran Chung két khong thé chap nhan
duoc: sau gio nghi, tirng ngudi mot bude ra san, chim choc trong tai trong duong him. Mot doi bong
phai di ciing nhau, khéng bao gid c6 chuyén tich tirng ca nhin ra nhu vay. Trong ti cling yéu cau ho di
nhanh, nhung chi nhan duoc sy phét 1. Nhitng diéu ndy c6 thé anh huong dén tim 1y trong tai trong
quyét dinh rat thé do dudi Drogba cudi hiép phu thir hai.

Tinh hudng ndy dién ra tir mot cudc tranh cii gitta Carlos Tevez va cac cau thii Chelsea, ddn dén viéc
Nemanja Vidic chay 1én hd tro dong doi. Va roi Drogba vung tay 1én tat nhe vao mat Vidic. Mot khi da
dua tay 1én, ban khong con cach nao dé chéi cai nita roi. Trong tai da hoi ¥ kién tro 1y & duong bién
dé biét duoc ngudi pham 15i 13 ai. Va bum! Drogba bi dudi khoi san. Thoi diém do, ching to6i da
gianh lai quyén kiém soat thé tran. Giggs suyt chit nita ghi ban nhung bi Terry can pha trén vach voi.
United lién tuc tao ra nhitng co hdi nhung déu bo phi. Chiéc thé do nay khong phai 14 mot tinh hudng

budc ngodt. Toi cho rang Chelsea da cd ging bao toan ti s6 hoa dé budc vao loat penalty dinh ménh.

Meic du phai nhan thé d6 trong tran Chung két, Drogba van ludn 13 mot d6i thi kho chiu véi United.
Cau Ay rat to 16n, manh m&, va diéu khién t6i cht y nhat 1a chuyén gia trong nhitng ban thang ngoan
muc, tir khoang cach hon 20 mét. Trong cudc ddi dau cubi cung voi Chelsea cua Carlo Ancelotti, toi
hét strc ngac nhién khi Drogba ngdi trén bang ghé du bi. Torres 13 nguoi xuat phat. Nhung cudi cung,
Drogba vao san, ghi ban va gitip Chelsea gianh lai thé tran.

Poi hinh Chelsea ndm d6 1uon khién t6i gip kho khian mdi khi d6i dau. Thit mén Petr Cech cta ho rét
xuét sic. Toi timg ¢6 co hoi chibu md Cech khi cdu 4y m6i 19 tudi. Nhung thay vao d6, Chelsea bo ra

8 tri¢u bang va c6 duoc su phuc vu cua cau ay dén bay gio.

John Terry thi luon tao dugc anh huong. Ashley Cole lién tuc leo bién. Va Frank Lampard hoan toan
c6 thé tin cay 0 vi tri tién vé con thoi. Trong nhirng ndm thang dinh cao, Lampard it khi ddm nhi¢m



nhiém vu phong ngu nhung cau ay van hoat dong nang n6 va hiém khi ng61 ngoai. Bon cau thu ké trén

va Drogba 1a “xuong sdng” cta Chelsea. Ho ciing ¢6 tiéng n6i manh mé trong phong thay do.

T6i chua bao gio thira nhan Chelsea s& gip nhiéu sirc ép hon chiing t6i vi cudc d6i dau nay dién ra
trén qué nha ctia Abramovich, mic du ong 4y ¢6 ngdi trén khan dai va chiém ngudng khoan dau tu
khong 16 ctia minh. Tdi thdm chi con cho rang n6 ching thé gay anh hudng dén tran dau. Toi cha yéu lo
ling vé cong tac an ninh. Moscow 1a thanh phé ctia nhitng cau chuyén bi an. T6i dd doc nhiéu cudn
sach vé Cach mang Nga, vé Stalin, mot nguo1 tan bao hon cad Nga hoang, giét hai chinh ngudi dan cua
minh dé chuyén sang nén néng nghiép tap theé.

Day ciing 1a mot mua giai than ky ciia Ronaldo. 42 ban thing cho mot cau thu chay canh. Mot vai lan,
cau dy duoc kéo vé trung tim, nhung cha yéu, trong hé thong chién thuat ctia t6i, Ronaldo 13 nguoi di
chuyén rong. Trong mdi tran dau, cau éy déu tu tao cho minh it nhat 3 co hoi. Toi ting xem mot tran
dau khac ctia Real Madrid khi Ronaldo c6 khoang 40 ci stit vé khung thanh d6i phuong.

Trén tat ca, chién thing tai Moscow 1a mdt su bu dap cho Man Utd. Doi bong xtng dang gianh nhiéu
vinh quang hon tai chau lyc. Pay 1a chirc v6 dich thir ba ctia United, tién gﬁn dén thanh tich 5 chirc vo
dich cta Liverpool. T6i ludn tin twdng rang dén mot thoi diém nhat dinh, United s& c4n bang sé danh
hi¢u voi Liverpool, vi chung t61 da nhan thém nhiéu su ton trong moi khi hanh quan ra chau Au. Néu
gianh mot chién thang trong hai 1an d6i dau voi Barcelona, United d c6 4 chirc v6 dich, bang voi

Ajax va Bayern Munich & thoi diém do.

Trong gidy phut An mirng chién thing, chiing toi khong thé tim thdy mot chit sim-panh nao & san van
dong Luzhniki. Cac nhan vién duoc cir dén nhitng quan bar dé tim mua d6 udng. Andy Roxburgh da
vao phong thay d6 dé chic ming, toi danh phai xin 16i: “T6i con khong thé moi 6ng mot ly sam-panh
vao ltc ndy.” Chiia mdi biét sau d6 ching t6i dd mua duoc thir gi nhung khong ai quan tim va tit ca
déu mo tiéc. Cac cau thi bat dau tréu choc nhau, vui nhon, ngd ngan. Toi ding bén, hai 10ng va ty hio.
Con mua khién t6i udt nhu chudt 16t va bude phai mac mot bo dd thé thao. Abramovich khong théy

dau ngay sau tran Chung két, cac cau thi Chelsea ciing khong ai chic mirng ching toi.

Tran Chung két ndm 1999 tai Barcelona, khi United danh bai Bayern Munich, roi vao ding sinh nhat
cua Sir Matt Busby. P61 khi, ban mong do1 trong nhirng tran d4u, cac vi thin s& bén ban, hay 6ng lao
Matt tir trén cao ddi theo. Toi khong qua tin twéng vao su trung hop ngau nhién, nhung cé 18 mot thir 1a
dinh ménh da gitp ching t6i chién thing trong hai tran Chung két. Matt d3 dwa doi bong tham dy dau



truong chiu Au khi ca nudc Anh chong lai ¥ twong d6. Cudi cing, tim nhin ctia Matt 14 hoan toan
chinh xac.

Sau khi gianh duoc mot danh hiéu 16n, ban can bo sung ngay cau thu dé 1am moi doi hinh va tranh tim
1y thda méin. Chi vai tudn sau vinh quang tai Moscow, United di chiéu md thanh cong Dimitar
Berbatov. Toi chu ¥ dén Berbatov tir trude khi cdu Ay gia nhap Spurs. Thing bang tot, xir 1y bong
diém tinh, kha nang ghi ban cao. T61 cam théy doi bong can c6 thém sy diém tinh trén mit trin tin

cong.

Nhung rdi Daniel Levy, chu tich cta Tottenham, khién ching t6i hét strc mién cudng khi thwong thao
hop ddng. Pay 1a 1an thir hai United tiép can Spurs ctia Levy vi mot cau thu, trude d6 1a Michael
Carrick. Cam giac cua to1 giéng nhu di tau luon. Xong xudi moi thir, mét ban van con hoa 1én. Ban
khong thé ban bac ca hai mit ctia van dé voi Levy. Levy chi mudn thuan loi cho 6ng ay, cho

Tottenham, khong con diéu gi khac. Di nhién, diéu nay chang hé t5i t& dudi goc nhin cua ong Ay.
<Hét chuong XVII>

Chwong XVIII: Tam 1y chién

Trudc hét, ban phai noi sy that. S€ khong c6 gi sai trai trong viéc ndi ra nhirng sy that mat 1ong cho
mot cau thi dang ddnh mat phong do. T6i muén cho ho biét rang chung ta 1a Manchester United va
ching ta s& chi chip nhan nhitng tiéu chudn cao nht.

Néu cam thdy can phai dimg trude mit va noi chuyén véi mot cau tha da thi ddu dudi mire ki vong, co
1& t6i s& bat dau bang: "That 1a toi t8." Nhung sau day toi s& tiép tuc: "Voi mot cau thi ¢ trinh do nhur
cau." Piéu niy s& gitip ho khong bi dong cham dén long tur 4i va liéu phap d6 goi 13 can bang giita chi
trich va dong vién. "Tai sao cdu lai 1am nhu vay? Pang ra cau co thé 1am tot hon ma."

Nhitng 101 khen khong ng6t sé& that gia tao vi nd qué 16 1iéu vai dbi véi cac cau tha. Mot yéu t6 quan
trong c4u thanh mbi quan hé giita huin luyén vién va cau thi d6 13 ban phai 1am cho cac cau thi co
trach nhiém v6i mdi hanh dong, sai 1am, man trinh dién va két qua ctia ho. Chuiing ta dang ¢ trong thoi
dai thuc dong noi ma két qua dugc dat Ién hang dau. Doi lac mot chién théng t61 thiéu lai t6t hon mot
chién thing 6-0 v&i mdt ban thing tuyét dinh tao nén bai 25 dudng chuyén. Manchester United ludn
phai chién thing trong tit ca cac tran dau. Va diéu ny chi duoc duy tri néu toi thang thin véi cac cau
tht vé man trinh dién ctia ho. Puong nhién, trong mdt vai thoi diém, t6i s& to ra nghiém khac va nong
nay dé noi cho cau thi biét United doi hoi ¢ ho nhitng gi.

Mot di€u ma t61 muodn nhian nhu vai nhitng huan luyén vién tré 1a: Pung co tao ra nhirng su doi dau".



Bai thtr ma ban c6 thé phai tra gi6 1a chinh sy nghi¢p ctia minh. Néu ban ¢6 tao ra xung dot, cau thi s&
dugc dat ¢ vi tri budc phai phan khang va diéu d6 co 1oi cho anh ta. Khi Martin Buchan, cyu thianh
vién ctia Aberdeen, United va doi tuyén Scotland, dén huan luyén Burnley, 6ng ay dd ¢dm doi trudng
ctia d0i bong ngay trong ngdy thtr Bay dau tién 1am viéc cting nhau. Toi di noi rang: "Cha, mot khoi
dau tot ddy, Martin a."

Martin 13 mot ngudi rat nguyén tic. Khi con thi ddu, 6ng iy duoc chuyén dén Oldham va nhin s tién
16t tay 40,000 bang, mot s tién 16n & thoi diém d6. Nhung rdi Martin quyét dinh tra lai s6 tién cho
cau lac bé khi nhan thdy phong d6 ciia minh c6 van dé. Ong Ay khong cho phép ban than minh gitr s6
tién ma minh thay khong xirmg dang. Mot hanh dong quéa kho tim & thoi diém hién tai.

Thong thuong, trong sudt sy nghiép, moi ngudi ludn cho rang tdi str dong nhitng manh khoe tam 1y xao
quyét nhung thuc té lai khéng phai nhur vay. Toi chi 4p dong mot vai thu thuat nhu viéc bao United s&
ludn tang tdc va c¢6 phong d6 cao hon vé cubi mua giai. P6 ¢ thé coi 1a mot cudc dau tri véi nhirng
huan luyén vién khac. Toi cam thay rat thu vi khi mia déng nim 2009, Carlo Ancelotti, huan luyén
vién Chelsea ngay d6, hiéu dugc ¥ dd cta toi. Carlo di phat biéu rang: "Alex cho rang United manh
hon vao giai doan hai ctia mua giai, nhung thuc té 1a chung toi ciing vay."

Muia giai ndo t6i cling noi rang: "Hay doi dén giai doan luot vé", va "chiéu" ndy rat hiéu qua. N6 s&
len 161 vao trong tam tri cac cau thi cua t6i va tao ra ndi so hdi cho cac ddi thu. United tré thanh mot
d6i quan huing manh véi nhitng ngon 1tra quyét tim nguin ngut. Chiing t6i d6 ty bién 101 du doan ctia
minh thanh sy that.

Mot cach thire khac ctia t6i dé choi don tim 1i véi d6i tha 1a gd vao dong hd. Toi khong chu ¥ qua
nhiéu dén thoi gian va that kho dé xac dinh mot tran dau sé can bu gid bao nhiéu phut. Nhung mau chét
ctia chién thudt nay 1 n6 s& anh huong dén tim 1i ctia d6i thi, chtr khong phai chung t6i. Khi nhin thay
t6i gd ddng ho va khoa tay mia chan, cac cau thit d6i ban s& cam thdy nao niing bai ho nghi tran dau
chuan bi dugc bo sung thom han 10 phut. Ho s& cam thdy can phai choi phong ngy, trong khoang thoi
gian nhur kéo dai dén vo tan. TAt ca déu biét United 12 d6i bong chuyén ghi ban vao nhitng phut cudi.
Ho s& cam thdy nhu bi vy him, ho biét United khéng bao gid bo cudc, ho hiéu ching t6i 1a chuyén gia
cua nhirng man 101 nguoc diing kich tinh. Clive Tyldesley, binh luan vién cua dai ITV, tirng noi1 trong
phut bu gio dau tién ciia tran chung két Champions League ndm 1999 rang: "United luon ludn ghi ban
trong thoi diém ndy," trong tur nhu nhitng gi Kenneth Wolstenholme néi trong tran Chung két World
Cup 1966.

Pé quan 1y tirng ¢4 nhin cau thi, ban ciing c6 thé van dong khia canh tAm 1y. Véi nhitng hanh dong
khong dung chuan muc, hay danh mét khoanh khéc, nhin théng vao mét ho. Ban cling tirng trai qua tudi
tré, thir dit minh vao dia vi cta cau thu hién tai. Ban d6 1am sai. Va ban dang cho doi bi trong phat.

Ban nghi: "Ong 4y s& n6i gi day?" Hay ciing twong ty nhu: "B6 minh s& n6i gi day?" Muc dich cua



viéc niy 1a dé tao ra sy anh hudng 16n nhat ¢ thé. Hay ty hoi ban than diéu gi di tao nén dau an sau
dam nhat trong khoang thoi gian d6 ctia cude doi minh.

Mot loi thé cta hudn luyén vién la biét rd nhiing cau tht ndo mudn thi diu. Vé co ban thi tat ca ho déu
khao khat dugc ra san. Mot khi ban ngin can ho choi bong tirc 1a ban do léy di cudc sé)ng cua ho. N6
trd thanh 1iéu phap quyén luc cudi cliing va manh mé nhat ma ban sir dong dén.

Sau su ¢ véi Frank McGarvey & St. Mirren, t6i di khang dinh chic chin rang cdu ta s& khéng con co
hoi ra san nita. Ba tudn lién tuc va ciu éy da tin vao diéu d6. Cudi cung, Frank phai cau xin t6i cho co
hoi thi ddu. Giai phong hop dong 1a chuyén kho tin ¢ thoi diém d6. Trong tim tri ctia Frank, toan bé
quyén e d6 nam trong tay toi.

Moi ngudi khong nging ndi vé nhitng cudc tam 1i chién cuia t6i. Mdi khi toi co bat cir phat ngdn nao
thi ca dam nha phan tich ¢ timra 4n ¥ sau mdi cau ndi du 98% trong d6 chiang ham y gi sdu xa hét.
Tuy nhién, nhitng strc ép tAm 1i ciing co vi tri ctia nd, ké ca nhitng diéu mé tin boi mdi nguoi trong
chiing ta déu c6 mot niém tin siéu nhién nao do.

Mot ngudi phu nit tirng ndi véi toi tai truong dua ngra Haydock vao nim 2010: "Toi thdy ngai trén
TV rat nghiém tic nhung & ngoai thi lai hay cuoi va vui ve."

"Chang 1& ba khong mudn t6i nghiém tic khi 1am viéc sao?" toi dap lai. "Nghé cua toi doi hoi su tap
trung va moi thtr tinh toan trong dau toi déu phai c6 loi cho cac cau tha. Toi khong duoc phép mic sai
1am. Toi khong ghi chép, 61 khong dwa vao nhitng doan bing tu liéu boi vay du tc t6i can phai chinh
xac. Pay 1a cong viéc nghiém tic va toi khong mubn mic bat ¢ mdt sai 1am nao."

Du vay, duong nhién tdi ciing tirng sai sot. Trong tran Ban két Champions League v6i Borussia
Dortmund, t6i da cho rang Peter Schmeichel méc 16i dan dén ban thua. Khi d6, t6i ciing chua deo kinh.
Peter thanh minh: "Qua bong da liéng theo mdt hudng khac."

"Liéng cai con khi," toi hét 1én. "Khong liéng gi hét!"

Nhung khi xem lai pha quay chim, t6i nhan ra rang bong thic sy da doi hudng mot cach rat kho chiu.
Va sau dy, t6i da quyét dinh deo kinh trong céc tran dau. Toi khong thé khién ban than xau hd vi
nhitng sai 1am nhur vay dugec. Néu ban hoéi mot hau vé: "Tai sao cau lai cb bay viét vi tién dao ddi
phuong?" va nhan duoc cau tra 1oi: "Toi khong hé 1am vay" thi ban biét quyét dinh bén trén d6 chinh
Xac.

Chang c6 1y do gi dé ban tao co hdi cho cac cau thi nghi rang: "Huan luyén vién d6 sai roi!" Mot khi
cau thi mat niém tin vao kién thirc ctia ban, ho s& mat niém tin vao chinh ban. Ban can phai chinh xac
trong tirng 101 ndi voi cac cau thi. Poi khi, ¢b to ra dung din lai kha vui boi ndi ra sy that khong phai
lac nao ciing 1a diéu bat budc. Chung toi thuong hay du doan doi hinh ra san ctia doi thi. Mot 1an nhu
thuong 18 tai Champions League, t6i tu tin dua ra phan doan ctia minh va khi d6i thu budc dén, Rene

thong bao rang ho co dén sau sy thay doi.



T6i vo clng sirng so, nhung nhanh chong nhan ra 16i thoat. Su phin nd c6 thé gitp toi giai quyét van
dé nay. Toi tire gidn ndi voi cac hoc tro: "Nhin di, ho dang cb tréu tirc chiing ta bang viéc mang doi
hinh du bi ra san déy."

Mot bai hoc kinh nghiém khac 14 tran dau voi Coventry tai Old Trafford trong khuon khé Cup FA, sau
khi chting t6i da ha guc Man City & vong Ba. Trudc d6 mot tuan, t6i da di "do tham" Coventry da véi
Sheffield Wednesday va ban s€ khong tin n6i ho da choi t& dén mirc ndo dau. Tdi va Archie Knox 14i
xe vé nha ma trong 1ong khong chut ban tim. Nhung rdi sao? Coventry di c6 mot tran ddu xuét sac
trude United. Cac doi bong dudng nhu hoan toan khac biét khi hanh quan dén Old Trafford. Tat ca
moi thir déu khéc, tir chién thuit cho dén tinh than. Nho bai hoc quy bau nay, to1 hiéu réng trong nhitng
tran dau trén san nhd, United phai luén chudn bi tim 1y dé d6i dau voi d6i hinh manh nhat, chién thut
sdc sao nhat cta d6i phuong.

Céac doi bong manh lai cang quyét tim hon khi d6i dau United tai Old Trafford. Dac biét 1a Arsenal
hay Chelsea, Liverpool ciing rat thuong xuyén. Man City bat dau gay kho khan cho chung toi khi ky
nguyén cta Sheikh Mansour bat dau. Cac doi bong duoc din dat bai curu cau tha cta United ciing rat
vitng vang mdi 1an dén Nha hat, nhu Sunderland ctia Steve Bruce 1a mot vi du.

Triéu dai 1au dai tai United giup tdi tranh khoi nhitng xi xd0, ban tan vé huan luyén vién sau khi doi
nha thua 3 tran lién tiép. Nhirng thanh cong khién toi khong bi vudng vao cac 101 kéu goi sa thai tir
gi6i truyén thong. Ban co thé thdy diéu ndy xay dén voi cac cau lac bé khac nhung véi t6i thi khong va
nd mang lai cho ti tiéng noi trong phong thay d6. Cac cau thu ciing duoc hudng ich 1oi tir chuyén nay.
Mot khi huan luyén vién van tai vi thi twong lai ctia cau thi s& yén On, ké ca nhitng tro 1i va cac nhan
vién hau truong cling vay. Mot su bén bi, lién tuc hiém co trong bong d4 hién dai. Mot chudi tran to1 té
ur? Chiing t6i khong thich tha gi nhung ciing chang hé so hai.

T6i ciing nghi rang chiing t6i d6 ludn ton trong tinh than cta cude choi. Mot budi t6i trong nhitng nim
90, Johan Cruyff d6 néi véi t6i rang: "Ong s& chang bao gid vo dich Champions League dugc."

"Tai sao lai nhu vay?"

"Vi ong khong gian 1an va khong mua trong tai," Johan giai thich.

T6i tra 101 cuwong quyét: "T6i s& rat vui néu cau ndi nay dugc khic trén bia md cta t6i."

Trong bong da chuyén nghiép, ban ciing cAn mot sy gai goc nhat dinh, t6i da hoc duoc nd trong nhitng
nam thang dau tién véi bong da. Dave Mackay, t6i da tirng d6i dau véi ong Ay ndm 16 tudi. Lic Ay, t6i
dang thi d4u cho d6i du bi ctia Queens Park. Con Dave vira mdi trd lai sau chin thuong ngon chan va
ra san cho doi du bi cua Hearts, mdt doi bong rat manh khi do, dé léy lai cam gidc.

Ngdy cham tran, t6i da tién dao trung tAm, con 6ng dy 1a hau vé canh phai. T6i nhin vao Dave: nguc to,
rong va co bap. Tinh hudng dau tién bong dén chan toi, Dave ngay 1ap tirc xoac bong. Toi nhic lai day

chi 1a mot tran dau cua doi du bi.



T6i tham nghi: "Minh khong thé chip nhan chuyén niy."

Lan va cham tiép theo, t6i d6 tranh thu thoi cho hin mot cti. Dave nhin t6i lanh lung: "May c6 mudn thi
dau hét tran khong?"

T6i lap bap dap lai: "Ban ndy anh da t6i ma..."

"Tao mGi chi xoac bong, néu tao ma da, may sé& linh di ddy," Dave gan giong.

Mac du trudce nay chua biét ngai ai nhung t61 do bt dau s¢ Dave.

Dave 1a mot cau thi xuat sac. Toi ciing giit trong van phong ctia minh mdt tim hinh Dave tim c6 40
Billy Bremner. Mot ngay no, toi phai thu hét can dam dén hoi ong ay: "Cudi cung thi anh c6 thang
Billy khong?" Lan khac, t6i dén Hampden Park tham dy budi 1& bau chon nhitng cau thi xuat sac nhat
moi thoi dai cua Scotland. Dave khong dugc xudng tén va tit ca moi ngudi déu cam thiy thit vong.
T6i ¢6 thé chi trich doi bong ctia minh cong khai nhung khéng bao gid t6i 1am thé véi mot cau thi cu
thé ndo. Nguoi him md c6 quyén duoc biét rang toi that vong vdi mot man trinh dién ndo d6 nhung
khéng phai mot cau thu. N6i dén day t6i lai nhd dén Jock Stein, ngudi khién t6i ludn thic mic vé moi
hanh dong. Hoi & Celtic, dng 4y lic ndo ciing to ra vo cing khiém ton, khiém tén dén mirc kho chiu.
Khi t6i hoi Jock vé Jimmy Johnstone hay Bobby Murdoch, t6i d4 ki vong 6ng ay s& nhan vé minh
nhirng thay d6i chién thuat va nhan su hop 1y, nhung Jock chi néi rang: "O hém nay Jimmy bé nhé co
phong d¢ hét strc 4n twong." Ong Ay khong bao gio ca ngoi ban than ca. Toi chi mong méi mot 1an
duoc nghe Jock noi: "Toi quyét dinh lua chon so dd 4-3-3 va ngdy hom nay nd di thanh cong."

Mot 1an, Jock khong thé tham dy chuyén du d4u cta Celtic & My vi tai nan xe hoi va Sean Fallon (trg
1y ctia Jock Stein — ND) da dudi ba cau thil vé nudc vi vo ki luat. Khi t6i gang hoi vé cach giai quyét
tinh hudng nay, Jock d6 tra 10i: "Khong, tdi s& khong 1am thé va toi ciing d bao Sean nhu vay. Cau s&
c6 thém nhiéu ké thu."

"Nhung ngudi hAm mo s& hiéu quyét dinh niy ma," t6i dap lai.

"Ping nghi dén ngudi ham mo, nhitng cau thii ndy c6 nhitng ba me. Cau c6 tin ba me nao d6 lai nghi
con trai minh 13 ké x4u xa khong? Va cling ca vo, anh em, cha, ban be cta ho nira. Lam vay cau do gay
tht chude oan voi ho. Vi vdy hiy giai quyét ngay nhitng mau thuin trong van phong."

Doi khi cac bién phap "lanh" ciing c6 tac dong twong dwong nhitng bién phap "néng". Khi Nani bi dudi
khéi san trong tran d4u tai Villa Park nam 2010, toi da khong ndé1 mot cau voi cau éy, t6i dé cau éy
gam nhdm ndi that vong mot minh. Nani ctr nhin vé phia t61 cho doi1 mot 101 an 1, nhung vo ich. To61
biét cau Ay khong cd tinh pham 18i. Khi duoc phong vién hoi, toi dd goi d6 1a mot 151 "ngay tho" ctia
Nani. Cau ay khong phai 13 mot cau tha xau tinh, tuy nhién d6 13 mot pha xoac bong bang hai chin va
ciu Ay xing dang bi dudi khoi san, don gian vay thoi. Toi khong cd tao ra nhitng chi trich cay nghiét
va chi néi rang day 1a mot 16i 1am ma tt ca ching ta tirng mac phai trong mot tran cau cam xtac nhu thé

nay.



Moi nguoi thudng cho rang toi ludn tao nén nhitng cudc tam li chién vdi Arsene Wenger dé khién dau
6c Ong Ay nd tung. Toi khong nghi t6i cha dong gy su v6i ong Ay. Tuy nhién, thinh thoang t6i ciing c6
str dong nhitng manh khoe tim 1y 1am giGi truyén thong tu dua ra nhitng suy doan va két ludn d6 1a mot
cudc tim 1y chién.

C6 1an Brian Little, khi d6 dang dan dat Aston Villa, di goi dién hoi t6i vé mot 101 binh ludn trude
tran dau ma t6i danh cho ho.

"Ong n6i vay la cé y gi?" Brian hoi.

"Khong c6 gi cd," to1 danh lac hudng.

"Toi ctr nghi ong lai str dong cai don tim 1y ddy," Brian két thic. Nhung khi dat dién thoai xudng, ¢o
1& ong 4y da khong nglrng nghi ngoi: "Alex dinh lam gi day? Ong ta dang c6 noi gi?"

Viéc 1am cho d6i thi hoang mang, mat nhué khi 13 hét strc ¢6 loi. Nhung hau nhu t6i khong ¢ ¥ dinh
hay chang hé nhin ra rang minh dang 1am diéu do.
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