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Chuwong 15: ME CUNG MAYA

Dbay l1a cung dién duoi long dat hung vi nhat, 1ong 13y nhit, dong thoi cling ghé ron nhat va
dam mui mau tanh nhit toi ting trong thay. Hé thong may moc diéu khién vo _cung phtkc tap,
cac cam bay vo cung dang s¢, khap noi déu ngip trong bau khong khi than bi va mu mo khong
thé doan biét, moi budc chan déu 4n chia nguy co mat mang. Va ca nghi thirc ton gido ciing
nhu céc 1é t&€ cua nén vin minh nay nita, déu khién t6i khong thé nao chap nhan duoc. Toi
khong dam tin, nhiing nguwoi s¢ hiru mot nén van minh phat trién bac cao nhu thé, sao lai

pham phai nhwng toi ac clia loai ma quy ay...



Ky hiéu mat ma

G1ao sw Phwong Tan hét 1én may tleng vao miéng ho, khong nghe thay ho6i am, hen lo lang
noi: “Cwong Ba cling 16 mang qua, van cr néng nay hhur vay, chang c6 chait t6 chét ctia nguoi
lam khao sat khoa hoc gi ca.”

Lat ma A La tho diu sdu vao miéng hd, néi: “Cau 4y khéng chi biét c6 mao hiém thoi diu, bén
trong c6 gid.”

C6 gid, dong nghia véi cai ho nay con c6 16i thong ra noi khac nita, thong gié c6 thé théi tan
khi doc, gitr cho khong khi bén dudi lwu thong. biem nay Trac Moc Cuong Ba da hoc duoc &
chd 601 khao sat khoa hoc Kha Kha Tay Ly, hon nita xét theo toc do truot xuéng cta ba 16, do
déc cla cai hd nay chac khong vuot quat bon mwoi lam do, vi vay, gd moi khong hé do dw nhay
ludn xuong theo. Nhung ga khong the ngo, toc do truot xuong cua minh cao hon téc d6 cla cai
ba 16 rat nhiéu. Puong ham hinh vudng déu tam tap phu day cat, lam tang toc do truot xuodng
clia ga giong nhu dau béi tron vay. Chua dén muwoi giay, da nghe viu” mot t1eng, Trac Moc
Cuong Ba chi thay than thé minh lo’ It/ng trén khong, dau va manh vao tuong da, ké dé ca nguoi
lai tiép tuc truot xuong theo hwong nguoc lai; chua day muwoi gidy sau, phan llrng ga da ap toi
bor tuong, va cham mot ct rd manbh, roi lai doi phuong hudng. Cir nhu vay dap di dap lai, khong
biét da va dap bao nhiéu Ian, roi g cling dudi kip cai ba 16 da dung chan day xudng ltc dau.

Cubi cung, Trac Mdc Cwong Ba cdm thay cac tleng dong khac di, roi ca nguoi ga vdng ra
khoang khong, truwére tién nghe tleng ba 16 roi xudng nuorc, ké dola tiéng than thé ga “ha thuy”.
Trong lic hoang loan, chan tay ctt vung bura tir phia, két qua vira dap mot cai, da thay than
minh dung vot lén mat nudec. HO nuwéc khong sau 13m, Trac Moc Cwong Ba dirng [én vira hay dé
10 ra cai dau. Ga dom buéc vai buér, cho sau nhat thi phai boi méi qua dwoc. Trac Moc Cuong
Ba vira boi vira tém lay ba 10, chang may chdc chan da cham dat. Trong bong t01 vang 1én tiéng

“soat soat soat”, nghe nhuw c6 cai gi dang lui vé phia sau. Trac Mdc Cuwdng Ba cd mirng kéu lén:
“Man Man! Em phal khong? Tra loi anh di?”

Khong thay tra 1o, chi nghe “oa” mot tiéng, r01 co nglrm khoc rong Ién. Trac Moc Cuong Ba
vOi nédi: “Pung so, dlmg so, anh dén day, em o' dau?” Vira néi ga vira lan buéc vé phia tleng
khéc. Trong bong t6i vang ién giong thon thlrc ‘Htrc... hite, hirc, em sor qua... em s qua... em clt
tu*ong khong bao gio gdp lai anh ntta, trc...” Trac Moc Cuong Ba deo ba 16 1én hrng, roi khoi ho
nuéec, gio hai tay 1an mo vé phia phat ra Am thanh, cudi cung ciing bat dwoc mot ban tay mém
mai lanh budt. Hai ngwdi 6m cham 1y nhau trong bong toi.

Trac Moc Cu@ng Ba nho nhe an ui: "Dung khoc nira, ding khoc, anh ¢ ddy. Khong sao roi, anh
& day roi nay. 'buong Man rac dau sau Vao nguc Trac Moc chmg Ba, hai vai run ray, khéc thut
thit dén dau long, n6i cdu dwgc cdu mat: “Trong thanh... hitc... em nghe thay tiéng anh... em goi
tén anh... hitc hirc... anh khong nghe thiy em goi anh a? Em... hitc... chay vé phia anh... hitc.. ket
qua... k&t qua... roi xudng chd nay, hirc... chd nay khong cé dwcrng, lai khong nhin thay gi, hirc...

Trac Moc Cuong Ba chi blet tiép tuc an Ui c6: “Pwoc roi, khéc nhiéu qua thi khong xinh nita
dau. Anh mang theo ba 16 cia em xuong day nay, bén trong c6 thir gi chiéu sang dwoc khong? O
day t6i om om chang nhin thiy gi ca.”

“C6.” Pudrng Man da thoi khong khoc to, nhung van ¢t nirc né thén thirc, don lay ba 16 luc loi.
Chi thoang sau, den da sang lén, Trac Méc Cuong Ba chi thdy guwong mdt xinh xan clia Puong
Man d4 bi doi tay 1dm lem bun dat xoalén trong nhuw tranh son dau theo truong phai An tuong,
mat d6 mong vi khéc, nwéc mat van khong ngirng trao ra, lai lam nhoa di nhing vét bun trén
doi ma phan, trong nhu hoa 18 d3m mua, hoa hong dam suwong vay. Ga vua tiec vira buodn cudi,
miéng hoi nhech lén tum tim. chrng Man nin khoc, ngdy ngay nhin Trac Moc Cuong Ba, roi
héi: “C6 phai xau xi 1am khong?” Trac Moc Cuong Ba gat gat dau, c6 lai “oa” mot tleng roi tiép
tuc khoc 16¢c. Trac Moc Cuong Ba yéu chiéu nang guong madt nhé nhin 3 ay 1én, cwdi cwdi bao:

“Puoc roi, riva mot chit 1a sach sé ngay thoi. Em c¢ bi thu*ang khong?” Ban than ga cling bi dap
ngudi vao tudng khong biét bao nhiéu lan, gior tir dau dén chan déu é 4m ca.



Bén ngoai giéng Thanh, lat ma Ala noi: “Quan du kich lai lui xuong roi, xem ra ddm an thit
nguoi da chiém phan loi thé. Chung ta & day ciing khong thoat ndi dau, may ra bén trong nay
con tim dwoc dwong thoat nao khac.”

Giao sw Phwong Tan tron tring mat nhln lat ma A La, hoang hot kéu 1én: “Khéng phai ngai
cling muén... ngai da nghi ky chwa dai sw.”

LatmaALa chap tay trwdc nguwee noi: “Hoat Phat sé chi dwong dan huéng cho ching ta.” Dut
101, 6ng lién chui vao trong giéng theo tu thé ngoi kiét gia. Giao sw Phuong Tan ha h6c mom
nhln con nguoi cuong tin trwdc mdt, roi lai nhin dam phan twr vii trang dang ho hét xong to1,
cudi ciing thé dai mot tiéng, ném ba 16 xuéng miéng giéng, roi nhay vao theo.

Puong Man bao nudc trong giéng Thanh nay toan ngam Xac nguoi chét, c6 noi thé nao cling
khong chiu di roa mat. Trac Moc Cuwong Ba phai khuyén giai mai, bao nuwéc trong ho nay la
nwoc nguon, thong voi mach nwdc ngam dudi long ¢ dat, roi lai chleu sang cho c6 nhin rd ho
nuwoc trong thay ca day. Bay gio Pwong Man méi mién cuong di rira mat. Trac Moc Cchrng Ba
cam nguon sang do 1én ngam nghia. Trudc day ga chua tirng thay thir nay bao gio, nguon sang
chinh la mot cai md, nhung lai khong glong mu c6 den pha cua cong nhdn khai khoang hay doi,
ma chom mii c6 mot cai tru thang, giong nhuw gan cay nén trén dinh dau vay. buong Man noi:

“bay la mii chiéu sang, danh riéng cho cac chuyén gia tham hiém khdo c6 st dung. Tai vi trong
moi trrdong hoan toan xa la, dén pha chi chiéu sang dwgc mot huéng, sé lam xuat hién rat
nhiéu khu virc mu trong thi giac. bé loai trir nhiing cho tia sang khong chiéu téi duoc, nguoi ta
maoi st dung loai mii gan bong deén ben trén thé _nay, nhw vay thi c6 thé chiéu sang dwcrc ca ba
tram sau muoi do roi. Nhung anh sang ki€u nay phan tan, khong thé chiéu xa, nén phai sit
dung két hop ca dén pha 1an mii chiéu sang méi du.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba gio cao chiéc mii chiéu sang 1én: “Xem xem & day c6 16i théng nao khac
trudc da.”

b6t nhién c6 tleng “bich bich” vang 1én, lam Duong Man s¢ giat ban minh, vOi 6m chat Trac
Moc Cudng Ba. G3 mim cudi néi: “Pirng so, 1 gido sw Phwong Tan hay lat ma A La xudng ddy
thoi.”

Vi da c6 anh sang, giao sw Phuong Tan va lat ma A La khéng bi mot phen kinh hodng dudi
nuwdc nhw Trac Moc Cuong Ba luc nay. Hai nguoi boi 1én bo, lat ma A La nhin ngé quanh cai
hang ngam, roi néi: “Giéng Thanh nay khac han binh thwong thi phai.”

Gido sw Phuong Tan van hoi buc boi néi: “Gior ching ta & chung mot chd roi. Vay cé ai bao
cho tbi biét lam sao ra khoi day duoc khong?” Khong gian nay rat nhd, chi khoang bang mot
cai san bong ro, hai phan ba phia bén trai la nudrc, bén phai hoi nhé cao, dé 16 ra mot phan ba
con lai. Bon phla déu la tuong dat, miéng ho noi ho roi xudng & ngay gitta bitc twdng, bén bikc
twong d6i dién cling c6 mot miéng h6 y nhu vay, trén dinh dau _duong nhu 1a da thién nhién,
cach mat dat téi ba bon mét, ngoai ra thi khdng con gi khac nira. Trudc tinh canh nay, Trac
Moc Cuong Ba cling khong biét 1am gi hon, chi danh n& mot nu cwoi nguwong nghiu, cd gang
khong choc gian thay gido minh thém nita.

Lat ma A La bong hdi Trac Mdc Cudng Ba: “Lic roi xudng ciu di chuyén hwéng may lan?”

Trac Moc Cuwong Ba ngan nguoi. Luc ndy va di va lai dao dién mot tran, dau 6c¢ lung bung ai
ma nhé duoc da qua bao nhiéu khic ngoit co chit. Chi nghe gido sw Percrng Tan cat tleng dap:
“Muwoi tam khuac ngodt, ding nhw ching ta dd nghi.” Lat ma A La khé gat gat dau “Xem ra,
chung ta dang & phan day cua kim tw thap Maya roi. " Pwong Man 1dm bam néi: “Mudi tam
khiic ngoit.” Dudng nhu c6 ciing da nhan ra diéu gi dé.

Trac Moc Cwong Ba van hoan toan khong hiéu gi c3, lai héi: “Cai gi ma mwoi tdAm lan chuyén
huwéng? Sao lai dung nhu hai ngudi da nghi? Thay g1a07”

Giao su Phuwong Tan “phi” mot tiéng, doan noi: “Dirng goi than thiét thé chi, cau da pham
phai dai ky trong cong tac khao sat khao co roi d6.”



Lat ma A La giai thich: “Toa kim tu thap khong 16 nay, riéng phan trén mat dat da cao toi
may tram mét, chinh la kién tric lén nhit ma chung ta trong thay, con bén du'oq moéng, chi so
cling sdu may chuc mét. Ngwdi Maya rat c6 the da dwa theo ly gidi ctia ho vé dia nguc dé xay
dung nén cung dién ngdm dwéi long dit nay.”

“Muoi tam tang dia nguc!” Trac Moc Cuong Ba tron tron mat lén. Puong Man noi: “Khong,
dia nguc caa nguoi Maya c6 chin tang Mudi tam 13 bdi s§ ciia chin, & gitta hai lan chuyen
huwéng chinh 1a mot tAng dia nguc, vay thi, gior ching ta dang & dwéi dia nguc do.”

Lat ma A La gat dau néi: “Um, & doan cudi cung, doan déc vira doc vira dai, cé 1é bay gio
chung ta dang & tang dudi cling ctia kim tu thap. Neu ding 1a nhw vay, chi so khong con duwong
ra nita roi.” Gido sw Phwong Tan “hir” manh mot tiéng.

Trac Moc Cuwong Ba ndi: “Tim thu di, c6 1€ con c6 dwong ra khac ciing khong chung.” Noi
xong, lién cing Pwong Man cham cham fan tim kiém doc theo cac vach tuwong.

Lat ma A La va glao sw Phwong Tan van chua c6 hanh dong gi, chi ngoi bén mép nwdc tram
tw, lat ma A La néi: “O day c6 mot diém rat ky la. Neu 1a gieng Thanh, bén dudi cho du khong co
xwong nguoi, thi cling phai c6 té€ pham, nhu'ng vlra ndy ¢ dwéi nwdc, ngoai mot it xwong khod
cta da thu ra thi t6i khong thay gi khac nira.’

Giao sw Phuong Tan cung tan dong: “Phai, ding vay, tinh huong nay duong nhuw chi c6 mot
kha nang dé giai thich.” Ong va lat ma A La dira mat nhin nhau, trtr phi sau khi gleng Thanh nay
xdy xong, chua tung duoc sw dung mot lan nao, nguwoi trong thanh vi mot nguyén nhan nao do
da bo roi ca thanh tri nay di noi khac.

“Al” bung luc 3 4y, tiéng kéu kinh hdt cia Pwong Man vang 1én, trong khong gian kin mit nay
tiéng kéu tré nén lanh 16t vang dong la thuwong.

Gido sw Phwong Tan va lat ma A La voi vang chay t61, ho va Trac Moc Cuong Ba vira dén, lién
phat hién ra bén mép twong co6 mot héc khoét rong, bén trong c6 mot bd hai cot dung nghiéng
nghleng Khong hiéu Pudng Man da cham phai chd nao, lam phién da bit kin cai héc nay tuw
dwng roi ra.

Trac Moc Cwong Ba budc toi quan sat, nhu'ng bi gido sw Phwong Tan kéo lai. Ong néi: “Plrng
lai gan, trén phién da kia hinh nhw c6 thir gi d6.”

Lat ma A La da bat dau nghién ctiru phlen da dy roi, ong ng01 xom phia trwéece, noi: “Khong
phai bing d4, ma bing dat, hinh vé bén trén 1a... 1a ban dd don gian cua hang dong nay!”

Giao sw Phuong Tan ciing bat dau quan sat, roi dua ra phan doan: “Nhin trang phuc cta
nguoi nay, chic 1a mot nha thdm hiém tir thé ky mudi tAm hodc muoi chin. Cai hoc do con
ngudi dao ra nay e 1a cling do 6ng ta tw dao ra, nhung tai sao bén canh dng ta lai khong c6 thir
gi vay nhi?”

Lat ma A La néi: “Chiéu dén lai gan mdt chit, ngwdi nay da dé lai cho ching ta mot sé thong
tin, nhin birc tranh nay xem.”

Gido sw Phwong Tén li€c mat nhin qua, nodi: “Tam vach dat nay bi vé roi, hinh vé c6 hoi léch
lac. Man Man, dung cong cu rap lai di.” Puong Man “vang” mot tiéng, bit dau luc tim cac thi
trong ba 16 ctia gido sw Phwong Tan.

Trac Moc Cwong Ba dung bén canh quan sat, dét nhién nhdn ra nhom cua ga chwa tirng phoi
hop nhip nhang nhw vay bao gio, moi nguoi déu ]Jam viéc ctia minh, qua thuc 1a khoang cach
chénh léch so v&i nhom clia gido sw Phwong Tan van con rat xa.

Dudong Man 14y trong ba 16 ra mot chiéc hop da mau den, phai ba bon luot khéa méi me
duworc ra, bén trong lai Ia mot tang hop sat, m& hop sat ra, thi ra chinh la chiéc may tinh xach
tay cua gido sw Phu'o'ng Tan. Trac Moc Cudng Ba thét 1én: “Mot chiéc may tinh ma phai gitt gin
phttc tap nhw vay a!”



Gido su Phu*crng Tan noi: “May tinh chinh la nong c6t ciia nhém chidng t6i, so v&i ngudi, vi
‘ddi tredng’ nay con quan trong hon nhiéu.”

Trac Moc Cuwdong Ba noi: “VAy cling khdng cin phai boc thém mot tAng hop sat nira chit.”

Giao sw Phuong Tan cuoi cuoi: “Pung coi thuong chiéc hop a dy, khong c6 no, chiéc may tinh
nay cua toi khong qua n01 khu vure bao t6 dau. N6 c6 mot tang chong dién ly, cho du bi 1uong
dién nam tram nghin von danh thing vao, cling van giit duwoc hoan hdo mén do dé bén trong.”

Lat ma A La cAm mdt thiét bi dién tit khac, n6i: “Po bao hoa oxy trong khéng khi 1a hai muoi
bay phan tram, cac chat khi c6 ha1 cho co thé chwa téi hai phan nghin, ham lwgng bui thap hon
nam phan tram; chi so héa sinh cua nudc dat tiéu chuan, c6 mot ting oxit cacbon hén hop voi
hydro cacbon; chi s6 sinh héa ctia bun dat dat tiéu chudn, nhu'ng cacbon, ni to va mu01 vO co
thi vurot qua tiéu chuin.” Gido sw Phwong Tan gat dau néi: “Hy vong khong phai la vay.” Lat ma
A La cling gat gat dau Trac Moc Cuong Ba dan mdt ra, ro rang la hoc cung mot noi, tai sao
ngudi ta néi chuyén véi nhau ma ga chang hiéu gi hét ca vay?

Duong Man da lap pin vao chlec may tinh xach tay cta gido sw Phuong Tan, ndi véi webcam
va may scan. Lat ma A La va gido suw Phuong Tan lay cac dung cu trong hop d6 Duong Man dua
cho ra, deo gang tay, cadm ban chai, bat dau lam sach phién dat. Trac Moc Cwong Ba nudt nwéc
bot danh “wc” mot tiéng, thAm nhi: “Xem ra chuyén nghiép that.”

Phién dat da dwgc scan vao may tinh, giao su Phwong Tan noi: “T6i qua.” Puong Man lai lay
ra mot chiéc mii chiéu sang nira, ca can ham lién sang bung lén. Lat ma A La ldy webcam quét
qua mot lvot khap cai xac kia, nhip hét cac so liéu vao may tinh. Gido sw Phuong Tan thanh
thao thao tac trén may tinh, dung ky thuat phuc hoi trén may, cham rai ghep tirng manh vé cua
phlen dat lai véi nhau, tw dong ndi cac khe hé lai, mot tdm ban do hang dong dwong net ro
rang va hoi co phan thé sor hién lén truedc mat bon nguoi. Hinh vé nay va canh vat ho nhin thay
trong cai ham nay dai thé 1a twong dong, nhu*ng & gitta hdm c6 V€& mot ngdi sao nam canh rat
1én, moi goc sao déu tiép xuc véi vach twong. Trén phlen dat con khac mot so hinh vé mo ho
khong thé nhin ro, sau khi gido sw Phu'(yng Tan nhap vao mot loat cac 1énh “x6a rang cua ¢
vién”, “lam r6 h1nh" “giam béng mo”, cac ky hiéu mo m& nhw mot dam ho nhio dan dan thanh
hinh, giao sw Phlro'ng Tan mirng ré reo lén: “La tiéng Anh!”

“When There Is a Will There Is a Way”, day 1a mot thanh ngi trong t1eng Anh, thuong dich
thanh “C6 chi thi nén”, dich theg mat chvf thi gan glong véoi cau “Xe di téf nai at c6 duong”.
Gido suw Phwong Tan nhin lat ma A La héi: “Pai sir thdy sao?”

Lat ma A La néi: “Truéc tién, & gitra khong co ky hiéu gi tach roi, day hinh nhw khéng phai
chuyen ngau nhién; thir nra cau nay c6 may chit 1on Vlet in nghleng, khong kho phat hién ra
tinh trung lap caa cac Chll’ cai nay, néu bat dau bang w, vay thi y clia ntra cau sau cé thé Iy giai
thanh ‘day chinh 1a 16i ra’. Pay la m6t cAu da nghia.”

Glao sw Phuong Tan nhin duong thang cat ngang ngodi sao ndm canh bén dudi hang chir cai,
ndi: “Nhin dudng thang nay doéi g v&i cho nao cta can hAm nhi?”

Moi nguwdi nhin hinh vé, réi tim dwgc mét diém trén vach twong. Trac Moc Cwong Ba xung
phong nhan viéc tham do noi do, ga go go vao twong, qua nhién thay rong bén trong, lién dap
v& mot cai héc dd cho mot ban tay vao do. Ba nguoi con lai déu nhin ga v&i vé cho doi, dot
nhién Trac Moc Cudng Ba “ ai cha” mot tiéng, rut voi tay ra nhu bi bo cap dot, mau twoi chay
rong rong: “Bén trong cé gidu dao, ngoai ra khéng con gi hét!”

Puwong Man nhanh nhen lay thudc va bong _bang trong tu1 ra, sat tring roi bang bé cho ga.
Trac Moc Cuong Ba nhin cau tiéng Anh kia, [Am bam néi: “wti, wti, 13 dau tho ky han, dau tho,
1a... 1a nwéc! Chac 1a duong thing bén dwdi, day 1a mot cau ds long trong cau do! Pang ghet
that!”

Gido sw Phwong Tan noéi: “Puwong & dudi nwdc? Khong thé nao, rét cudc ong ta mudn gidu
thi gi?”



Lat ma A La néi: “Dé t6i xem xem.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba noi: “Pé t6i di cho.” Ga khong muon ngwoi khac bi thuwong, mot minh lan
mo dudi nwdc. Ho nwde nay chi co may ké ho khong du dut lot ngon tay; ddy la mot can ham
do con nguoi dao xudng dat ma thanh, cin ban khéng thé dot pha bon vach tudong dé tim 16i ra
nao khac. Ttr ti, Trac Moc Cuong Ba cling mo duwoc thir gi do lién cAm 1én, thi ra la mot chiéc
xeng cong b1nh boc trong vai dau. Trac Moc Cwong Ba ngan nguoi ra nhin cai xéng, 1am bam
n6i mot minh: “Pé lai thir nay 1am gi? Lé nao bao chiing ta dao dia dao thoat ra?”

“Doi chut.” Gido sw Phwong Tan cam lay chlec xéng cong binh, chi vao vét khic trén can:

Day la gi vay?” Trac Moc Cwong Ba nhin la1 qua nhién thay trén can Xéng co khac ba chit cdi

xiéu xiéu veo veo “CMG”, lién 1dm bam néi: “CMG? Tap doan Nghién cru Phat trién Phan mém
Trung Qudc?”

Giao sw Phuong Tan noi: “N6i bay, hai tram nam trudc lam gi co t6 chitrc nay chit.” Ong bat
may tinh 1én, réi nhap tt khoa vao, may tinh bat dau tim kiém trong kho dit liéu noi b0, tim
ki€m tit ca nhirng cum tw tiéng Anh viét tat thanh “CMG”. Trac Moc Cudng Ba biét r, 6 clirng
may tinh xach tay cua gido suw Phwong Tan st dung cong nghé dong dir liéu quang hoc tién tién
nhat cua My, dung luong 1én dén 80 ) Terabyte, co thé néi 1a mot dung lwong khing khlep, du co
lwu triv ca Bao tang Anh quoc vao cling van con thira cho Giao sw Phwong Tan néi: “Cai nay thi
thé nao? bay la mot tw viét tit clia nganh giao thong, y 1a ‘phwong huéng tir diém xuit phat tdi
vi tri tredrc mat’.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba ngdm nghi: “Diém xuit phat? Diém xuit phat & dau? Vi tri tredc mat 1a
chi chd nao ch?”

Lat ma A La néi: “Diém xuat phat c6 1& 1a dé chi diém goc ban dau, la noi nguoi nay toa hoa,
vi tri trudc mdt duwong nhién chinh la noi cdu nhat dwoc cai xeng. Nhin tdm ban db nay, diém
xuat phat va vi tri trwedc mat, vira van ch1nh 13 hai géc ciia ngdi sao nam canh, goc gitra chung,
néu phong dai 1én thanh ty 1é 1on, chic 1a..] Ong bwdc sang trai ba buor, Vach twong phia do
vira hay c6 mot num go 1én. Trac Moc Cuong Ba gio xeng cong binh 1én, hoi: “0f day ha?” Lat ma
A La khé& gat dau, Trac Moc Cu'o'ng Ba bat dau vung Xeng 1én dao dat, vira dao vira cau nhau:

“Chi mo6t con dwong thdéi ma, cin gl phai gié lam tro nhw vay ch?”

bao dugc chirng mot mét, Trac Moéc Cuong Ba dam dia mo6 hoi, cudi cung cliing cham ‘phai
mot vat bang kim loai. Ga ca mung, vuon tay ra ro lay, la mot cai tay nam quan bang day sit, da
gi hoen gi hoét ra r01 Ga vira kéo mot cai.. “ram ram ram”, cd vach da trwdc mat Trac Moc
Cuong Ba lien d6 sap xudng, néu khong pha1 latma ALa nhanh tay, chdc chin ga da bi dé bén
dwdi roi.

Puong Man lo lang hoi: “Anh khong sao cht?” Trac Moc Cuong Ba lac lac dau, sdc mat nhot
di, khong ngo ddy lai la mot cam bay, néu khong kip tranh di, cho du khéng bi dait da deé cho
chét hay bi thuwong, thi cling bi ca tang tuong dat chon bén dwéi. Chi nghe lat ma A La néi: “O,
vach twong da bi dao rong, sau dé lay bun nhao dap thanh twong bun, ben trén dat da hoac
gach, dé xwong cot da thd bén duéi chong do, day sat quan thanh tay ndm kéo cot chéng nay,
khi co nglrol dung strc kéo tay nam nay, cho dui thé nao cling khong thé tranh khoi bitc twong
sap xudng.

Gido sw Phwong Tan noi: “R4t gidng bay bat ngudi ciia Cau lac bé San ngwdi Anh qudc thé ky
muoi tdm. Ngwoi nay khéng don gian dau.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba vira tirc vira gian, gio Xeng 1én dinh dip nat bo xwong kia, bdng gido suw
Phuong Tan phat hién sau btrc twong do c6 may chir cai khac hop thanh chi “SIN" ong lam
bam noi: “Toi ac nguyén thuy?” Lat ma A La ciing suwc nhé ra: “A, sao nam canh, day la ky hiéu
duoc su dung som nhat trong ton giao, twong trung cho toi ac nguyén thuy, khi truéc la Chl
mot nira am tinh ctia thé gioi, vé sau bi gido ly xuyén tac bép méo thanh hda than ctia ma quy.
Thuc ra, trong mét sé di gido, né ciing _mang y nghia khéoi diém va so nguyén, khi thé gi¢i con
trong trang thai hdn don ban dau, do nam nguyén t6 hop thanh.”



Am tran

Gido su Phwcrng Tan ngan Trac Moéc Cuong Ba lai néi: "Cuong Ba, dirng nong nay qua, dé€ bon
to6i xem dat dudi chan nha tham hiém nay xem sao. Qua dung vay, moi nguoi xem di, chat dat
duwoi chan 6ng ta va xung quanh hoan toan khac nhau. Ong ta dem dat & viing bun bén duéi va
dat bo trong tuong dat ra doi vi tri cho nhau, ma bai vi cai ham nay da c6 ca hon ngan nam
tudi, nén dat trén tuong va dat bi ngam trong nwéc da thanh ra hai loai hoan toan khac nhau,
chung ta that ngu qua, dac trung ré rang nhuw vay ma ciing khong nhan ra. Nao, ching ta d1ch
bo xwong ndy ra, Cedng Ba, tiép tuc dao chd nay di.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba lo lang hoi: “Khong c6 chét bay gl nita ch?” Giao su Phwong Tan lic dau:
Chac 1a khong dau, noi nay bé teo nhu vay, khong gian nao co6 thé loi dung dng ta déu loi dung
hét ca roi, dao di, ching toi canh chirng cho cau.”

Trac Moc Cuwong Ba khong hiéu, nguoi nay ro rang da chét réi con muon gié nhiéu tro nhu
vay lam gi, I€ nao 6ng ta muén thé hién tai hoa ciia minh truoc hau nhan? Hay chi muon lay
viéc gat nguoi ta lam tro vui? Lan nay, gd dao duwoc mot boc vai dau. M& 16p vai ra, bén trong la
mot chiéc tui bang vai budm ma cac nha tham hiém thé ky trwdc hay sir dung, trong tui c6 vai
thir cong cuy, vai thir @6 choi nhé, con c6 mot cai d4u lau bang pha 1é dwoc ché tac rat tinh xao
nira. Khi Trac Moc Ceong Ba nhac 1én mot cubn so ghi cheép bia da rach nat, gido sw Phuwong
Tén voi noi: “Can than, cudn s6 dé rat quan trong, dong d6 nay da dé ca tram nam, trang gidy
rat gion yéu, dat xuong dat di.” Ong hiéu ro, do1 voi mot nha tham hiém, thong tin quan trong
nhat ma ngudi dé dé lai, khong gi hon cudn sé ghi chép ctia anh ta.

Khi cu6n so ghi chép rach buom dd nga sang mau vang ay dwoc mé ra, ngay trang dau tién
cht nhan ctia né da nan nét viét mot hang chit nghiéng bang tiéng Anh: * To1 tén la Pieri, da la
ngay thir mwoi roi, toi biét minh sé chét...” Gido sw Phwong Tan khé thot 1én: “Thi ra la 6ng ta!”

Puwong Man hai: “Ai vay?”

Gido sw Phuwong Tan hang giong giai thich: “Cung la nhirng nha tham hiém kiét xuat trong
giai doan cudi thé ky mudi tam dau thé ky muoi chin, nhung 6ng ta rat khac véi nhu*ng nguoi
khac, Pieri khong bao gi¢r dén nhitng vung thang dia tham hiém ndi tiéng, ma luén mot minh
tim kiém nhitng cung dién dwdi long dat nguy hiém nhat, bi mat nhat. Ong ta la ban than clia
nha thdm hiém Stanley, nhung su tich vé 6ng ta rat it 1én mit bao, thé nén danh t1eng cling
kém xa Stanley. T6i phat hién ra 6ng ta trong lic tra ctru tw liéu ve Stanley, c6 tin don 6ng ta da
mat tich & chau Phi, khong ngo lai chét & cho nay. Vi vay toi méi noi 6ng ta khong don gian ma,
c6 thé loi dung cac cong cu tho so trong pham vi nho hep nay, duwa ra mot cau dd nhiéu tang, la1
con sap diat cam bay gan nhu chi mang, viéc nay can phai la mot nha thdm hiém thi méi lam
dwoc.”

Chi thay phia sau lai viét tiép: “Bat ké ban la ai, cling bat ke la ban da pha giai dwoc cau dé
cua toi hay da tranh dll‘O‘C chot bay, chi cAn ban cé cu6n so6 nay trong tay, chirng té rang ban da
s& hitu co hoi, tdi sé cd gang hét sirc d€ chi dan ban ra khéi cung dién duoi long dat nay. Néu
ban chi tinh c¢ nhin thay, thi hay huy cuén sb nay di, lang 1& & day ma cho chet vay sé& dé chiu
hon con duwong ti€p sau d6 nhiéu...” Sau dé la mot doan dai ca nggi vé dep cua Bach thanh, moi
101 van moi nét but deu tran ngap sy ngudng mo tu tan day long. Ong ta da viét thé nay vé cung
dién ngdm dwéi dat: “Pay la cung dién dudi long dat hung vi nhat, 16ng lay nhat, dong thoi
cling ghé ron nhat va dim mui mau tanh nhat toi ting trong thdy. Hé th6ng may méc diéu
khién v6 cung phirc tap, cac cam by vo cung dang so, khap noi déu ngap trong bau khong khi
than bi va mu mo khong thé doan biét, moi budc chan déu an chita nguy co mat mang. Va ca
nghi thirc ton gido ciing nhw cac 1& t€ clia nén van minh nay nita, déu khién to6i khong thé nao
chap nhan dwoc. Téi khong dam tin, nhitng nguoi s¢ hitu mot nén van minh phat trién bac cao
nhu thé, sao lai pham phai nhirng t6i ac cua loai ma quy dy... tom lai, c6 thé tim duwoc cudn so
ghi chep nay, chlrng to ban ciing c6 thuc lwc nhat dinh, buéc dau tién nay, da giam cam téi &
chén tuyét 6 nay, chi can ban qua dwoc, con dudng ph1a sau..” Cudn soO nay da dé qua lau, rat



nhiéu cho rach hong, nhung doc van hiéu duoc dai y.

Tiép sau do, hon nira truérc cia cudn s6 déu L ghi chep Ve cac chuyen tham hiém & nhing vung
dat khac cta P1er1 Giao su Phuong Tan s¢ cudn s6 nay qua rach nat, ben scan hét ndi dung cua
né nhdp vao may tinh, sau do ca bon moi bat dau nghién ctru trén man hinh. Phai dén may
chuc trang cudi cling, Pieri mé&i ké lai trai nghiém cua minh trong toa kim tw thap ma 6ng ta
goi la kim tuw thap Ahezt nay, hoan toan duoc viét theo trinh tw ngwoc. Vé diém nay, gido su
Phuong Tan giai thich nhu sau, thong tero'ng cac nha tham hiém di tham hiém tré vé réi méi
chinh stra lai cac trai nghiém cta minh, lan nay Pieri b1et minh khong thé séng tr¢ vé, vi va
mai viét lai theo trinh tw nguoc, muc dich chinh 13 dé& giup do ké bat hanh dén sau tim du'(rc 16
ra.

Thuc ra 16i ra cling rat don glan o ngay trén dau ho, c6 mot phién da cé thé dich chuyen
dwoc. Ngai Pieri nay chinh 13 tir trén do xuong day, ong ta khong chiu ndi s cAm dd mudn tim
hiéu xem bén duoi rot cudc cé thir gi, de roi sau khi xuong moi nhan ra, minh cin ban khong
thé nao tréo 1én dwoc nira. Ca bon nguoi déu lay lam tiéc nu6i, mot nha tham hiém vi dai,
khong ngo lai bi khoang cach cao bon mét giam cam dén chét trong khong gian nho bé nay.
Trac Moc Cu*ong Ba néi: “Thuc ra, ong 4y hoan toan c6 thé dap mot u dat 1én, nhw vay thi cé thé
véi téi chidu cao b6n mét kia roi.”

“Khéng duoc.” Gido sw Phuong Tan lac dau: “Dat & day théng véi mach nwoc ngam chat dat
rat mém, mudn dip mot u dat cao bén mét, dong thoi chiu dwgc trong lwong ciia mot nguoi, it
nhit phal dao chirng muoi met dat & Xung quanh lai con phai dam bao khong bi nwoc lam troi
rita di nira. Muén hoan thanh céng trinh nhw vy chi véi sttc mot ngudi, it nhat cling phai mat
ntra thang thoi gian.”

Puong Man néi: “Cé thé dao thong x\uong mach nwéc ngdm phia dwdi, viy thi c6 thé theo
mach nwéc 4y ma thoat ra ngoai dwgc roi.”

Lat ma A La Ién tleng phan bac: “Khong duorc, day la dia diém duwoc nguoi Maya chon lya
cang, dé ddm bao nwéc hgam thadm vao ma lai khong 1am x6i 1& chd nay, ca bon phia it nhat
phai cach mach nuéc ngam tram mét tré 1én, ddo mot dudong ham nhw vay con khé hon.”

Gido sw Phuong Tan tiép 1oi: “Khong can nghi nita, nguoi ta la mot nha thadm hiém dan day
kinh nghiém, khong dé minh bj vay khon & noi cé thé thoat ra duoc dau, diéu moi ngwoi nghi
dén, vi tién béi nay ciing co thé * nght dén, chac han 6ng ta phai tht hét moi cach roi moi dua ra
quyét dinh bé cudc thoi. Gir viéc ching ta can lam, chinh Ia tim thay 16i 6ng ta da xudng day.”

Puong Man nging dau 1én nhin, doan néi: “Bén trén hoan toan bi bit kin, néu cé ctra hang,
ching ta phai phat hién ra tir1au roi cht?”

LatmaAlLa giai thich: “Pon gian lam, bé1i vi, trong may tram nam ke tir khi Pieri bi giam cam
t&i lic ching ta toi day, lai co vo s6 phan tw dao trom mo ghé qua noi nay, roi c6 nguoi phat
hién ra cai giéng hoan toan khong co chut gla tri nao nay, luc bo di ho da bit 16i ra lai nhw ci,
gior ching ta chi con cach tir tir [an tim théi.”

Puwong Man néi: “Chung ta c6 cong cu nao dai dén thé dau?”

Lat ma A La dua mat nhin gido Sw Phwong Tan, giao sw Phwong Tan lai nhin Trac Moc Cuwong
Ba, sau d6 ca ba dong thanh thét: “Thap nguoi!”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba lam chan thap, lat ma A La ngbi 1én vai g4, gido sw Phuong Tan lai ngoi
khoanh chan trén vai lat ma A La, cudi ciing, buong Man dirng trén vai gido sw Phuwong Tan, hai
tay an vao tran cai ham, 1an do ting chit mot. Chuwa duoc may bwdc, cd di kéu todng 1én:

“Dirng, dirng lac ma! Pung virng, dimg virng!”

Ha1 chan Trac Moc Cwong Ba da mém nhiin, thim nhad: “Anh thuc khong dirng virng nodi nira

" Mac du than hinh ga to nhw thap sat, nhlrng phai doi trén dau may nguoi co trong luong
cong lai gan gdp doi thé trong clia minh, qua thuc ciing lwc bt tong tam, khong thé khong er(yc
veé phia trwédc mot hai buwdc, chan bit dau loang choang. Pudng Man vira hoan hi reo 1én: “Tim



thay roi, phlen da nay long 1dm!” thi Trac Mdc Cudong Ba cling khong gitt virng duwoc nira, ga lao
vé phia truwéc, bon ngwoi dua hét ca vao twong, co thit & hai chan Trac Méc Cu'cmg Ba da bat
dau chudt rat, nhung ga van nghién rang kién tri chlu dung. Gido su Phuong Tan & tang thap
thtt ba hoi véi xudng: “Cudng Ba, khong sao chit? C can nghi chit khong?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba dap: “Khong can, Man Man, chuin bi xong chua, ching ta qua bén do
nhé!” Dirt 1o galai bat dau dich chuyen doi chan nang nhw chi, ga hiéu r6, néu lam lai tir dau,
minh tuyét doi khong du strc cting liic nhic cd ba ngudi 1én nhu vay nita.

Phién da dwoc diy ra, phlen da trén tran day dén gan nira mét, néu khong c6 cai 16 nay, dua
vao sirc ngwoi that sy rat kh6 duc ra duwoc mot cai khac. Phién da vira nhich ra dwgc mot khe
hep, Trac Moc Cuong Ba da khong cam cu ndi ma quy xuong dat,lat ma A La lap tirc nhay ra
dong thoi dua tay dor 1dy gido su Phuong Tan, , cling may Buong MAin da bam kip vao khe ho do,
dwoc ba ngwoi bén dudi co vi, cudi cung cd cling nghién rang bo dwoc 1én trén.

C6 mot ngudi 1én trén thi dé dang hon nhiéu, buong Man tha day an toan xuong, ba nguoi
con lai déu bam vao dé leo 1én, roi ng01 tho hong hoc. Ca may ngudi déu hiéu rat rd, chi can roi
khoi manh dat chét dudi kia, hy vong séng sét sé nang lén dén chin mwoi chin phan tram.

Gido su Phuwong Tan hoi: * ‘0’ day la chd nao vay nhi?” Pudng Man 1én tiéng dap: “Khong biét
nita, chau chang nhin thiy gi ca.”

Bon nguoi dang ¢ trong mot khong gian rat rong 1o6m, mi phat sang chiéu khong t6i tran,
ngoai xa tam muoi may mét cling toan la mot vung toi nhw hi nat. Mat dat bang da bang
phang tron nhdn, song lai c6 mdt chit tinh dan hoi, twa hd nhu mot 16p mai vay, noi nay giong
mot mit phang hai chidu ct trai dai vo tan ra bén phia Xung quanh so v&i cai hdm nho ban
ndy thi that khac nhau mot troi mot vuee. Gido sw Phwong Tan néi: “Nghi ngoi mot chut, hoi
phuc thé Iuc roi di tiép.”

Lat ma A La 14y thiét bi do ra, doan noi: Nong d6 phan tr nwéc trong khong khi rat thap, chd
nay kho rao 1dm. That la, bén dwdi ia nwéc ngam, trén nay sao lai khé rdo thé dwoc nhi?”

Gido s Phuwong Tan sdp xé&p cong viéc: “Mo6i ngwdi mot cai mil chiu sang, lat ma A La va
Cwong Ba, hai nguoi phu trach deo ba 16 nhé, Man Man, 14y mot chiéc dén pha cong suit lén ra
day. Chung ta xem Ong Pieri viét thé nao trudc da.”

Trong may tinh, trang nay cua cudn so tay lai bi rAch mat trén nam muoi phan tram & doan
gittra, chi c6 thé nhan ra may tw don lé nhu * ‘thi thé”, “tran phap”, “run riy”, hoan toan khong
sao lap rap thanh mét cau hoan chinh. Gido sw Phu'cmg Tan  hudng den pha 1&n tran didu chinh
do sang, diém nay th1 Trac Moc Cuong Ba cling b1et lam vay la vi trong bong toi ta khong the
biét xung quanh c6 sinh vat gi khong, mot luong sang bat ngo sé kich thich chiing phan ung
mot cach cuéng no, chi co trén tran vom la c6 kha ning c6 it sinh vat sinh séng, du co thi ciing
chi 13 1ii thi giac khong phat trién nhw doi chang han, vi vay lac diéu chinh ngudn sang trudc
tién phai hlro'ng Ién trén. ben pha da chiéu ra mot luong sang cuc manh, tru anh sang hwong
thang 1én tran nha, _nhung cudi cung van mat hdt vao bong t6i mu mit, loai dén pha chuyén
dung trong ham mé nay c6 thé chiéu xa dén ndm mwoi mét, cling c6 nghla 13, gian sanh nay
phai cao tir nam muwoi mét tro 1én!

Ké do, giao sw Phuwong Tan chim cham dat ngang chiéc den ra. Anh sang lia ra xa, bon nguoi
hen lap tirc hiéu dwoc ham nghia cla nhu'ng tw don 1é trong cudn so cda Pieri, dong thoi mot
cam giac run ray tu trong day long dang trao 1én! Gido sw Phwong Tan va lat ma A La ban than
nguoi ra, Trac Moc Cwong Ba twa hdo nhuw thém mot Ian nita chitng kién canh bd tdc dn thit
nguoi té nguoi song, Pudng Man thi so hii ric dau vao 1ong Trac Méc Cwdong Ba, khong dam
nhin lai dén lan thi hai.

Thi thé, hodc c6 thé néi la xac wop, xep hang ngay ngan gon gang, nhin ngut ngan khong thay
diém cudi dau. Trong bong toi, nét mat cha cac xac uop duoc anh sang chleu vao déu vo cung
kinh khung, mat mii tham thtrcrng, tua nhu 1t ac quy dang gidy giua muon tron thoat khoi dia
nguc vay. Theo ludng sang clia gido sw Phwong Tan quét mot vong, xung quanh bon ho tat ca



déu la xac wop, hoan toan khong thé dém duorc co may tram hay may ngan xac, hon nita toan
b6 déu & tu thé dirng. Kiéu xép hang chinh té ay, lam Trac Moc Cwong Ba bong nhé dén twong
binh ma bang dit nung trong lang mo6 Tan Thiy Hoang.

Gido sw Phuong Tan 1Am bam: “Xem ra la nhuw vay roi.” Lat ma A La ciing gat dau, lap lai 1oi
cda Pieri trong cuon so ghi chép: “Toi 4c cia ma quy.”

Trac Moc Cuwong Ba hoan toan khong hiéu 8l ddi v&i nén van minh Maya nay, cé thé noéi la ga
mot khiéu cling khong thong, chi biét hoi ma thoi: ‘Day la chuyén gi vay? Thay giao? Hai nguoi
da biét truéc la sé nhin thay nhitng xac wép nay réi phai khong?”

Gido sw Phwong Tan gat dau “Day la 16 t& nguoi s6ng. Moi khi c6 kim tu thap 1on xay dung
xong, bon ho sé lam 16 té nguoi song dé chic mirng, ngwoi Maya rat sung bai té 18, bon ho cho
rang mat troi cudi cung sé tat lui, can phai hy sinh thin minh dé gitt cho anh sang mat troi
chié€u roi bén phuong. Hy sinh than minh, chinh la dung mau nguoi va tim nguoi nudi dudng
mat troi. Ngwoi Maya cho viéc bi dung lam t& pham la mot vinh du, theo sach st ghi chép, hoat
dong t& 18 1&n nhat, 1a dé chuc mlrng bai kim tu thap Tenochtltlan hoan thanh, chta nd 1é da giet
ba trdm sau mwoi ngan ngwdi.” Trac Moc Cwong Ba nghe ma noi hét ca da ga 1.

Lat ma A La b6 sung thém: “Cling khdong phai toan b déu la dan tdc cta ho, da phan déu
dung tu binh dé lam té pham nhung nhirng diéu da phat hién duorc, cling chi 13 mot gia gb co
hon muoi ngan chiéc dau lau ma ngwoi Tay Ban Nha phat hién h01 thé ky muoi sau. Vira roi
ching ta & bén dudi phat hién trong chit dat c6 ham luong mudi vo co va cac bon ni to vuot
qua tiéu chuan, t6i da nghi dén mot tinh huong Cau b1et day, co thé con nguoi la do chat hitu
co va chat vo co cdu thanh, chit vé co cudi cung phan giai thanh nwéc va mudi v co, con trong
chat hitu co, thi bon nguyén td cac bon, oxy, ni to, hydro ch1em toi chin mwoi chin phan tram.
Vi viy c6 thé néi dat 0 bén duwoi, da tung bi tham dam mauy, trai qua ngan ndm ma van chua
tiéu hét. Bon ho giai nd 1€ vao tAng sau nhat cuda dia _cung, dong thoi mac stre sat hai, vé dau
khé truwdce ltc chét cla nhu*ng nan nhan do6, dén gior van con lwu lai trén thi thé. Hién gio trong
pham vi ching ta trong thay duoc cé khoang hon mot ngan thi thé, vay thi tang dia nguc thi
chin nay, rat c thé chinh 1a mot 4m tran do khoang trén mudi ngan xac wép hop thanh dé!”

Dbuong Man s¢ dén suyt nita phat khoc, Trac Moc Cuong Ba voi nhe nhang xoa 1én lung co an
ui. Giao sw Phwong Tan tiép 101: “Vua Maya co dai c6 I& ciling glong nhu rat nhleu vi vua chua
thoi co cia Trung Quoc, chet roi van mong co thé chi huy thién quan van m3, vi vdy da bat tu
binh va nguoi trong bo toc X€p hang ¢ day, mong rang ho héa thanh 4m b1nh cung ong ta di
vao Iélot the giéi khac. Chiing ta ma muén di ra, nhat dinh phai xuyén qua dam am binh nay
mai duoc.”

buong Mﬁn kheé that thit; “Em s¢.” Trac Moc Cuwong Ba voi an ui: “Dung s¢. Em dtrng nghT ho
la nguo1i, ct coi nhu coc go, twong da, cai gi cing duor, nhuw vay thi sé khong so nita. Nhu'ng
ban than ga ciing dang danh trong nguc thinh thich, dlrng tit dang xa nhin da nhu ‘vay roi, néu
tién dén gan, lai con phai di xuyén qua nita, tinh hinh s& nhu thé nao day? Trac Moc Cuong Ba
lac manh diu, khong dé minh L twong twong lung tung, chi c6 dan long xuong tw ndi véi minh:
“Po chi la vat chet chang 1& con bién thanh cwong thi, nhay ra cdn minh may phat duoc chac7
Chung ta la ngwoi hién dai van minh, ching ta hiéu biét khoa hoc ky thuat, mét minh Pieri con
chang 50, ching ta co toi bén nguoi, than kinh cua minh ciing kha vitng, so quai gi!” Thé nhung
tw nhwng gi doc dworc trong cudn so cia Pieri, ai c6 thé néi 6ng ta khdong so chi.

Gido sw Phwong Tan da ha quyet tam, noi: “bi thoi.” Dut 161 6ng lién tat dén pha dan dau ca
doan di vao bong toi. Ong biét rd, can phal c6 ngudi din dAu, néu khong moi ngudi sé dirng hét
ca lai day, cudi cung chi c6 chét doi.

bam quan du kich dang dwng vdy quanh mot miéng ho doc Xuong than mdt ra, mot tén trong
bon bao cao véi tén dan dau: * ‘May nguoi nuoc ngoa1 dy nhay Xuong ho nay roi, chung ta tinh
sao day?” Tén thu linh cho han mot bop tai, quat: Chac chan con 161 vao khac, di tim cho tao!
Co diéu trudc do, tiéu diét sach cai la thé dan kia ro6i hay hay! Hi? T1eng dong gi day7" Bon
ching va ca dam thS dan &n thit ngudi ciing ngang dau 1én, phia chan trdi vong lai tiéng phanh



phach r6 to, dé la tiéng canh quat may bay trwc thang.

Trén may bay, Gonzales hung phan dén ndi ctr xoa xoa hai canh tay mup mip vao nhau, thuc
giuc ludn moém: “Thap xudng mot chit, thap xubng chut nira. Tiéng sung vang lén ¢ gan day
tho6i! Nhin kia! Basaka! May thay khong! Thay khong! Thanh tri! Nhin kia, giau ky that! Toan o
trong ring hét! Dep qua! Ca toa thanh 1on thé nay vay ma duoc che gidu ky that, néu khong bay
& do cao cuc thap, may c6 bay qua mot nghin Jan, mot van lan cling khong phat hién duoc noi
nay dau! Chua o1, cdm ta ngwoi di qua tét véi con! Bay téi di! Lap tirc bay téi di! Nhanh 1én!”

Pbam quan du kich bén dudi ngang mdt lén quan sat, tén thu linh ndi: “Truc thang cua thang
béo Gonzales. Con me no, ching ta ¢ day thi lidu séng litu chét, con han thi dén nhit thanh
qua, bin chét me no di cho tao!”

Ga du kich dirng bén canh han kién nghi: “Han & trén khong, lai méi bay téi ddy, vii khi hay
nhan s6 déu manh hon ching ta d6.”

Tén thi linh nghi ngoi mot lic roi “rm” mot tiéng, noi: "Cling duoc, doi bon chung ha canh
roi tdn cdng, bao cho nhitng nguwdi khic, an nap tai chd. Nhé ky, can than bon thé dan nita!”

May bay truc thang dao may vong trén bau troi Bach thanh, tén phi céng néi: “Cé rat nhiéu
thé dan chwc san bén dwéi.”

Gonzales ra 1énh cho cd ba chiéc trwc thang: “Thé dan thi s¢ cidi me gi? Quét cho chiing mét
loat dan, xem xem c6 quan du kich bén dwéi khong, nhin ki vao!”

Chiéc truc thang phia sau bdo céo lai: “Khong phat hién dworc, chi co may thi thé, tir tiéu doi
Mot dén tiéu doi Muoi déu c6, xem ra bon chung rat hén tap. Khong biét c6 phai da vao bén
trong kim tu thap roi hay khong nira!”

Vira nghe thiy tin nay, Gonzales da ngira ‘ngay trong long, 1ap tic ra 1énh: "Nghe day, thiy
quang truong bén dudi kia khong, ha canh ¢ day. Trwéc tién don sach bon thé dan d3, sau dé
1ap tirc tién vao kim tw thap, nhat dinh phai nhanh, phai gon gang!”

Ba chiéc truc thang trwdc sau ha canh, mot déi linh trang bi chinh té buéc xuong theo hang
mot, doan tan ra bon phia, bat dau Iung suc tiéu diét dam thd dan an thit ngwoi, Gonzales dan
theo mot dam ngudi chay vé phia kim tuw thap Méi di duoc nita duong da gdp phai phuc kich,
han voi Vang ra lénh cho thudc ha bin tra. Bin nhau duwoc chirtng hon mudi phut, Gonzales lon
tleng quat: “Ptra ndo & bén kia ddy? Tao 1a Gonzales, Gonzales béo day! Poi trwdng clia ching
may la ai! Bao han ra day cho tao!”

bam nguoi mai phuc dap lai: “Tao danh may day, Gonzales béo a. Khong phai may khong
tham gia hanh dong Jan nay sao? Tim may muon tryc thang thi khong cho mwon, ciy [dm tién
nhidu ctia, dinh gid tro bo ngwa bat ve, chim sé rinh dang sau diy ha?”

Gonzales 16n tleng noi: “Oi cha, thi ra la doi trwong Scott, toi dén gilp cac anh day ma. Gio
chi con lai c6 vai nguoi, chang 1& anh that sw muon danh song danh chét véi toi, cudi cung con
chua thay Thanh phé Vang dau moi nguoi da tir tan ra roi? Noi gi thi ching ta cling 1a ban be
cung chién ddu ma! Bon thd dan kia méi 1a ké dich chung cta ching ta. Anh khong thay viéc
trudre tién ban bac phuwong an chia vang, sau dé cung di khiéng vé, so véi & day dau stng tot
hon rat nhiéu hay sao?”

Scott cudi gan ndi: “Gonzales, may cling nhanh mdm nhanh miéng lam, tao phuc roi, da vay
thi, dwa ra chut thanh y dam phan di!”

Gonzales dap: “Tot thoi, toi phdi Luke qua dam phén, trén ngwoi han khéng mang vii khi, cac
anh dirng c6 ma ban tia day nhé!”

Scott biét, Luke la cot can gan day Gonzales m&i boi dudng, cé y sau nay thang tién, sé dé
Luke thay the minh, vay 13 lién din do: “Nhin ré mot chat, dirng dé€ han gid tro.” Mot tén thudc
cap tra loi: “Pung la khong mang vii khi.”



Gonzales noi: “Luke qua do réi! Toi cling ra roi, nhw vy anh da yén tdm chwa.”

Scott gir méi yén da, dang mim cwoi dinh bat tay Luke, Gonzales da 4n manh vao ndt bAm
trong tay!



Me cung Maya
Mot tleng no “oanh” vang lén, Scott va may tén thudc ha than tin bi nd vdng ra xa may mét,

ca Luke cling no tung tée ra lam b6n ndm manh, chinh Luke cfing khong blet tlr dau Gonzales
da cho han mdc mét chiéc 4o c6 gan thudc né. Ngay sau dé, dam linh cia Gonzales nhanh
chong bao vay may tén du kich con lai, ra 1énh cho chung bo khi glm dau hang. Gonzales lanh
lung nhin Scott van dang thoi thop thd, néi voi giong thwong hai: “Ching may la cai lii tan binh
bai tudng, con doi noi chuyén diéu klen véi tao ha, co tw cach gi ch&! Khong sai, Luke rat c6 tai,
nhung han cé tai qua, som muon gi cling c6 ngay vuot qua tao, ma tao thi ghet nhit chuyen
nay! Yén nghi di, chién hitu cta tao!” doan han boi thém may phat sung vao cai xac chay den
dang van vo ay, cho téi Khi thi the kia khong con ctr dong nita, Gonzales m¢i cudi cuoi, hwon
ve dam linh du kich con lai néi véi giong hét strc hoa nha: “Doi truédng clia ching may chét hét
roi a? C6 mudn theo tao khong?”

M4y tén linh du kich sdng sét voi néi nhw chém dinh chit sat biéu thi sé trung thanh, bon
chiing xwa nay déu luén khuat phuc ké manbh. Gonzales mau chong bién ch& dam tan binh mat
chi huy, de lai may nguoi canh tryc thiang, may ngwdi phu trach tiéu diét ddm thé dan in thit
ngudi, con dau déu theo han chay 1én dinh kim tw thap.

Bon nguoi ldy hét can dam, budc di gitta cac hang nguoi chét, dén gan m&i phat hién ra,
nhirng xac wop nay déu bi ghlm trén cac gia bang da khong 16. P4 duwoc tac thanh hinh dinh mi
10n nguwoc, mii da nhon vira dai vira to xuyén qua gitta hai chan xac wop, xuyén thang lén dinh
dau. Nhw vay, mdi xac wop déu gitr nguyén tu thé ditng, da mau trang da bi nhudém thanh mau
nau dit. Nhirng xac wop nay con co mot ddc diém, toan bd bon ho déu khong c6 da, 16p thit kho
héo nhan nheo nhu vai bo bam chdt vao xwong trang, h&c mat sau tron hoan toan lam 16 ra ve
dién cuong clia dau lau, viing bung bi mé ra, moi thir trong khoang bung déu bi méc hét. Tat ca
nhitng viéc nay déu du'o'c hoan thanh khi nhlrng nguoi nay bi dong ghim trén gia da, con chua
dirt hoi thé, bO’l vay than thé vin veo vi dau dén, nét mit thé lu'ong ai 0dn cua cac xac wop trén
gia van con gitr nguyén. Than thé ngoai hinh, biéu hién trén mit ctia mbi xac wop déu toat lén
vé dau khé khac nhau, twa ho nhw tdm trim vi La han, than thai tw thé khong ai giong nhau,
nhung toan bo déu la dau dén, gidy giua.

Muon di qua may chuc nghin xac wop dau kho van veo nay, dich thwc la mot chuyén khong dé
dang gi. Bat ké ngang dau Ién lic nao, dap vao hai mat, cling 1a nhwng hinh nguwoi lanh 1€o dang
so dén ron nguoi, phang phat nhu d3 tién vao dia nguc song. Né&u toan bo déu la xwong kho
con do, day lai toan 1a xac wop, tuy da bi 1ot da, nhwng nét mat khién nguoita so dén run nguoi
ay van gitr nguyén trén mat. Néu bon nguoi ctt ctii dau budc vé phia trudec, ciing kho tranh khoi
dung phai mot hai co xac ugp, trai nghiém 3 ay cling du khién nguoi ta gdp ac mong. Vay la, ca
nhém chi dam nhin phan tir daug01 tré xudng cua cac xac wop ma budc di. Thé ‘nhung, khi
Trac Moc Cwong Ba nhin thay cho tlep giap gilra hai miéng lat san, cai thi nhw vé so lat bén
duoi chot 16 ra hai hoc den ngom, ga lap tirc hiéu ra bon ho dang giam lén thir gl, ga khong dam
no6i, ma chi biét tw minh 6m noi kho, thap thém khong yén buédc di. Pudng Man bam vao thit
lu'ng g3, nham mat budc theo.

Lat ma A La duong nhw d& hon ba nguoi con lai mot chit, vira di vira ndi: “Nhiét do khong
khi ¢ day hoi cao, lai rat kho rdo, twa nhuw c6 gié néng vay, cé 1& day chinh 1a nguyén nhan hinh
thanh xac wdp day

Hit thir khong khi kho rat nay, Trac Moc Cudng Ba cam thiy 16 miii hoi ngira, ga dirng lai,
chui chul quet quet, Puong Man thay ga khong di nita, hen hoi: “Sao the7" Trac Moc Cuong Ba
noi: “Khong sao, ngra mii théi.” Giao sw Phwong Tan voi nhic nhé: “Dung so 1én miii, 1a do
khong khi kho hanh gay ra ddy, ltic nay niém mac mi rat dé tén thuong, dé chay mau l&m.”

Trac Moc Cuwong Ba cuoi cwoi bdo: “Thay gido noéi mudn mAat roi, Man Man, em c6 khan gidy
khong?” Ntra sau la ga néi véi Puong Man. buong Man nging dau, hoang hét thét lén: ¢ ‘0i, chay
mau mii roi!” Trac Moc Cwong Ba khong ngd mai minh lai tré nén yéu &t nhw vay, chi gai gai



mot chit ma da chay mau. Trac Moc Cwong Ba quy mot chan xuéng cho Dlrcrng Man tim khan
gidy trong ba 16, chi nghe c6 noi: Lay nwdc mudi sinh 1y rira qua la xong théi.” Xt ly qua loa
xong, bon ho lai ti€p tuc bwéc di trong Am tran.

Pi dwoc chirng mudi phut ma van chua tim thay 16i ra, ddm am binh nay khong phai X€p
thanh hang ngang hang doc, ma lic xép ngang lic xép doc, thanh ra nhw mot mé cung vay. Trac
Moc Cuong Ba di thi hai, vi Puong Man ctr bam chdt sau 1u'ng ga, lat ma A La danh di cudi cung.
Luc nay, Trac Moc Cwong Ba da cam thdy co gi do6 khong 6n, ga phat giac ra budc chan cua
minh nhe bang, moi budc gidm xudng déu nhw thé khong dit chan 1én dat bang, nhung ga van
ctrkién tri di tiép.

Cubi cung, giao sw Phuong Tan ndi: “Bon ho sap X€p am binh thanh mé cung, m01 nguoi dén
tang cudi cung nay, déu phai xem hét tit ca xac wdp thi méi ra dwgc. Nhirng ngwoi Maya c6 dai
nay rét cudc tho phung thir gi, sao lai lam ra nhirng chuyén nhw vy dwoc chiv?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba lay lam ky quai, tai sao giong noi cua giao sw Phuong Tan tré nén the thé
chéi tai nhu vay. Chi nghe lat ma A La cling rit giong cat t1eng “Cac dan toc thoi viéen co nay
déu sung bai mau tanh va bao luc, day 1a tinh cach ctia chiing toc, khong phai clia riéng mot
dan tdc nao hét.”

Puong Man lo 13ng noi: “Rot cuoc ching ta phai di bao lau nita?” Mang nhi Trac Méc Cwong
Ba da hoi nhoi dau ga thAm nh: “Giong Man Man sao cling choi tai nhw thé?” Gido sw Phuong
Tan tra loi co: Khong biét nitra, khong gian nay lon 13m, c6 thé dé ca tram nghin xac wop thi
can phai c6 mot gian phong 1én nhwong nao chir. Cweong Ba, hinh nhw cdu c6 gi khong on thi
phai?”

Trac Mdc Cuong Ba nging cai ddu nhu mudn v& tung cia minh 1én, mién cwdng noi: “Khong
sao dau, tiép tuc di.” Ga tw biét r5, mau mii van khong ngung chay, ga da nudt vao kha nhiéu
r01 bot nhién, ga nhan ra xac wop phia trudc kia dang cuoi voi minh, do6 1a mot nu cuoi thé
nao nhi, ‘bang lanh dén do khién nguoi ta nghet thé, ngay sau do, co xac uép, bén trai lién nhe
nanh mua Vuot twa h6 muén bd nhao tdi. Ga kinh hoang lui sang bén phai, dong thoi kinh hai
tham nhd: “Sao lai nhw vay? bam xac uwdp nay, khéng ngo van con s6ng hay sao!” C6 xac wop
bén phai ctt bop chit lay co gd, Trac Moc Cwong Ba muon vung vay thoat ra, nhuwng chan tay
chdng con chut strc luc nao, ga trong thay cac xac wop & khap xung quanh deu vung vay v so
canh tay kho dét vuwon Ve phla minh. Trac Moc Cuong Ba ha miéng hit vao may hoi, chi kip
nghe thay ciu cuodi cung: “Troi dat, ciu dy tring doc roi! Naloxone, lay Naloxone ra day'"

Dong nwéc ngot mat chay vao co hong, Trac Méc Cuong Ba chdm chim m®& mit, nhin thay
buong Man khéc dén nhem nhuéc ca mat, déi mat to den trang rd rang dang vira kinh ngac vira
mung r& nhin minh. “Anh y tinh réi, gido sw, anh iy tinh roi!”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba nhin 1én tran nha, can phong nay cao khoang nam met, dwoi anh den,
trén tuwong toan la nhitng birc phu diéu cham nodi thé ‘hién cac con thu mat xanh nanh vang dit
ton. Ga cya quay ngoi 1én, chi thay can phong nay rong chung mot tram mét vuodng, ¢ chinh
gitra la mot cai vac da trong rat co xua, bon birc twong vé nhiing con chim ung dau troc bang
hai mau dé den, mau sic twoi réi song dong nhuw thit, twa h6 vira méi vé 1én xong vay. Cac géc
tuong déu c6 tru hinh tron, bén trén cling dung tht phap khic phu diéu cham noi ra hinh
nguoi, mat mii ngwoi nao nguoi niy déu hét strc hung ton, b6 mat hudng ve ben trai hoac bén
phai, nhung ai cling cAm xa trwong trén tay, & hong quan mot con ran, d6i xing theo hai bén
trai phai. Can phong nay c6 ba canh cwra, trén birc twong khong cé clra kia 1a mot cai dau ho
chau My khong lo vé theo phong cach triru twong, lam noi bat 1én doi mat va cap rang nanh cta
no. Géc phong cé vai mén dé gom stt, 16n nho khac nhau, binh gém va bat dat, hinh nhw dwoc
sap xep theo mot phuwong vi nhit dlnh nao do. Trac Moc Cuong Ba dwa lung vao mot trong cac
cay cot, bén canh c6 vai mon thudc va mot binh nwéc, g cam binh Ién lic lac thay khong con
bao nhiéu nita, khong can phai néi ciing biét hau hét chd d6 di vao bung ga ca roi.

Gido suw Phwong Tanvalatma AlLa dll‘O‘C bDuong Man dan dwong, di vao tir canh cu'a phia tra1
Trac Moc Cwong Ba ngwong nghiu néi: “That xin I8i, toi cling khong hiéu chuyén gi xay ra nita.”



Ban than Trac Moc Cudng Ba tw hiéu rd, néu ga khong sao thi c6 thé lam mot chan khiéng vac,
con vi nhw gi guc xudng, at sé thanh mot ganh ning lon.

Gido sw Phuong Tan cudi cudi: “Cling may 1a khong sao, cau trung doc khong nang lam.”

Trac Moc Cworng Ba khong biét phai bay to long biét on cia minh thé nao, cudi cung chi biét
noi: “Cam on, cdm on moi nguwoi.”

Giao su Phuong Tan khong tra 101, ong | hiéu dwoc, cau nay gd khong noi voi ong, gitra 6ng va
Trac Moc Cuong Ba da khong cin phal cam on nhau nita roi. Lat ma A La noi: “Muén cam on,
thi cau phal cam on c6 bé nay nay, vi ciu ma c6 ay chiu khong it khé s&, dd may lan suyt chét
roi day.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba ngwde nhin c6 gai bé nho dang yéu buong Man, cd dang then thung cui
gam madt xudng dat, chi can nhin quan 4o x0c xéch rach buom va nhung vét bam lom dom kia,
[a c6 thé twdng tuong ra co bé hay khoc nhé nay da nem chiu bao nhiéu kho ai vi ga réi. Trac
Moc Cwong Ba vui swdng nang guong mat nho nhan cla Du'(rng Man lén, ap vao nguc minh, dé
c6 cdm nhan trai tim dang dap manh va quyét tim dwa c6 ra khoi dia cung nay cua ga.

Chi nghe lat ma A La néi: “Trwéc khi bi xtt tik, nhing tu binh do6 nhat dinh da uong rat nhiéu
loai thudc gy ao giac, ngdm siu vao xwong tuy, trai qua nghin nam van chua tiéu tan hét
duoc. Lanh 13n thi khong sao, nhung mot khi dd bi thwong, chat doc sé qua d6 ma xam nhap
vao co thé.”

“Cau lai bi rach niém mac miii, chit déc hap thu vao mau con nhanh hon truyen nuwéc bién,
va lai trwdc dé trong co thé cau ciing tich tu khong it chat gdy ao giac roi, lan nay chung cung
mot lic phat tac, gay ra 4o giac manh hon.” Gido su Phwong Tan tiép 1oi h01 ‘0’ trong ring cau
da dn phai tht gi réi ding khong?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba luc loi trong ky rc: “T6i c6 an mot loai vo cay cao ra duoc thir bot nhw
bt mi vay.”

Lat ma A La noéi: “Vay thi ding roi, trong rung nay co rat nhiéu thwc vat chiva cac thanh phan
gay 4o gidc manh nhw coca, cafein véi nong do cao, cu dn khong nhidu nén méi khong phat
hién ra théi.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba nhin ba nguoi bon giao sw Phuwong Tan, thiy ai cling quan 4o x0c xéch,
nét mat tiéu tuy, xem ra ca quang dwong vilra roi ho phai vac theo ga, chac da ném kho kha
nhiéu, dic biét [a Man Man dau téc réi b, mat nhem nhudc nhw ¢6 hé. G3 viing vang ¢ guwong
dirng len tién miéng hoi: “Moi nguwoi, day la dau vay?”

Khong ngd ga vira nhic nhich, cd may ngwoi bon gido sw Phuwong Tan da dong thanh thét lén:
“Purng cr dong, drng ctr dong!”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba néi: “Khong van dé gi dau, t6i da do roi.” Gido sw Phwong Tan lic dau
néi: “Bon toi b1et cidu khde nhuw trau, tinh roi du'0'ng nhién la khong sao. Ching t6i bao cau
khong duoc clr dong, 1a so cau dung phal ch6t bay nao do thoi!”

Trac Méc Cuong Ba noi: “Chot bay'?" Ga dwa mat nhin can phong trong chi cAn nhin qua cling
thay hét moi thit, doan hoéi: “O’ day ciing c6 chot bay a?”

Lat ma A La cudi khé dap: “M6i buéc cau dit chan, déu khong thé doan dinh dwoc sy sén
chét ctia minh, cau khong thé du doan, buérc chan tlep theo minh sé& giam lén lan ranh sinh ttt
nao. bay la nguyén van 101 Pieri dday, & day chd nao cung c6 chét bay, hon nita con & nhitng noi
ciu hoan toan khong thé twdng twong ra dwoc dau.”

Gido sw Phuong Tan noéi: “Gio ching ta dang ¢ tang thir bay r6i, may nhat trong nhirng diéu
khong may la van chwa ai bi vét thwong nao chi mang ca.”

Puong Man n01 “M4y lan déu nho lat ma A La kip thoi phan ¢ng, bang khong ching ta déu
xong doi hét roi.”



Trac Moc Cuong Ba noi: “Sao vy, khong phai da c6 cudn so6 ghi chép cua Pieri roi sao? Van
dung phai chét by ha?”

Gido su Phuwong Tan dap loi ga: “Trudc tién, Pieri chwa tham do hét tat ca cac chét bay o day,
c6 rat nhiéu co quan bay rap ong ta khong he nhac téi; thi hai, cling co nhiéu chd 6ng ta noi
toi, nhung lai khong noi cho tan tuong ti mi, thém vao do, cuén so cting dau con nguyén ven,
chung ta budc phal vira di vira IAn mo théi. Cung may la con c6 cudn so nay, glong nhu la c6
sach hwéng dan st dung san pham vay, bing khong, that ding 1a mot budc ciing khé di dy
chu!”

buong Man 14m bam noi tiép: “Hon nita, Pieri c6 ghi trong cuon s6 4y la ong ta da pha hoai
mot s0 cam bay, khong hiéu tai sao tdt ca deu khoi phuclai r6i.” Lat ma A La Ién tiéng t1ep 10i:
“Vi vay, khong thé so sudt du chi mot buéc.” Gido sw Phuong Tan cling bat vao nhip: “Vai lai,
trong bong toi con tiém an nhing sinh vat ching ta khong biét dén, toa dia cung Ahezt tuong
trung cho dia nguc nay, da tro thanh thién dwong song cho mot s6 loai sinh vat wa bong t01
dong thuc vat cong sinh voi kién tric do con nguoi xay nén, néu so suat, thi sé nhw thé nay
nay!” Vira ndi, 6ng vira chi vao mdy vét thuwong nhin ma ron nguoi trén llrng lat ma A La, cho
Trac Moc Cu'crng Ba biét thé nao la lgi hai.

Trac M6c Cwong Ba kinh ngac thot: “La, la thir gi gdy ra vay?”

Lat ma A La lic dau: “Pay 1 ltic & ting thit chin, bi m4y sinh vat cao cho bj thwong day.”
Trac Moc Cwong Ba hoi: “Trong ching nhw thé nao?”

Lat ma A La gwong cuoi: “Khéng nhin rd.”

Trac Mdéc Cwong Ba l3p bap: “Khéng... khong nhin ro w?”

Gido sw Phwong Tan dap: “Toc do di chuyen cwc nhanh, thé hinh lai twong doi nho, chung toi
chi kip thay bong den duoi anh deén, sau dd né da bé nhao téi, cin ban khong thé nhin ré. Theo
nhw suy dodn ban dau ctia chiing t6i...” 6ng quay sang nhin lat ma A La.

Lat ma A La nhuw muon kiém tra Trac Moc Cwong Ba, mim cuoi héi: “Theo anh, trén thé gidi
doi c6 thé chia lam may loai 1é6n?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba suy nghi giay lat, roi dap: “Co rat nhleu loai, nhung dwa vao tap tinh thi
c6 thé ch1a thanh ba loai lon, loai an hoa qua goi la doi an qua (Rousettus) hit mau goi 1a doi
hat mau (Desmodus rotundus) con mot loai nira la doi dn thit. Brazil co rat nhiéu doi hat
mau, 1€ nao moi nguoi cho rang..” Nghi ‘dén trong béng t6i, c6 ca dan doi hut mau den ngom,
da dau Trac Mdc Cuorng Ba gai hét ca Ién.

Lat ma A La dap:° ‘Chung t6i nghi khong phai. Nhitng vét thuong nay la vét bi cao, loai dong
vat ay co6 thé dao luon trén khong trung, nhu'ng lai c6 méng vudt rat sic nhon, ldc tdn cong sinh
vat khong dung miéng, ma la dung méng vuot.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba giat minh, cao giong thét 1én: “Lé nao 1a... 1t doi an thit ma s0 lwong va su
phan bo cia ching déu rat nhé wv!” Theo  nhiing gi ga duoc biét, trén thé gioi nhiéu nhat chinh
la doi an qua, k€ d6 dén doi hat mau, vi chung bi hinh dung 1a héa than clia ma ca rong nén
tleng tdm lan truyén khap noi, nhu'ng con doi an ‘thit thi mai dén thé ky mwoi sdu méi duwoc
nguoi ta phat hién, trong do dang so nhit, noéi tleng 'nhit chinh 1a Ac ma dé trong mot lau dai
c6 & London, Anh quoc. Nghe don do la mot toa lau dai da bo hoang phe may tram ndm, co
truyén thuyét ké rang bén trong c6 ma ca rong, bat ké la nguoi hay stc vat ciing déu khong thé

ua dém trong do. Nha tham hlem nguoi Anh Frankens lan dau tién dan ngudi vao diéu tra bi
an trong toa lau dai cd, két qua toan bd déu bi chét sach, ltic khdm nghiém thi thé ngwoi ta méi
kinh ngac phat hién ra, trén dau ho bi choc mot 16 cuc nho, ndo tuy bi hit sach sanh sanh. Lan
tht hai, 1a mot nha sinh vat hoc vén tdm man bi mat cda lau dai Ién, 6ng stt dung mot con khi
macac da bi tiém thudc mé, cho vao luéi danh ca dé du hoéa than clia 4c ma kia. Cudi cung, bon
ho phat hién ra con doi dn thit mau dé ay, hinh thé rit 16m, to gap doi gap ba con doi binh
thwong, dang so nhat 1a b6 méng vudt sdc nhon nhuw méc cau, phan miéng tién héa thanh mot



cai mo dai nhw kim tiém, né st dung cai kim tiém nay dé choc thling cd xuwong so citng nhat
ctia sinh vat, hit ndo tiy an. Loai doi nay, so véi doi hidt mau thi dang so hon nhiéu.

Giao su Phuwong Tan noi: “Co diéu gio con do, khong gian cua tang ‘bay nay nho, tran nha
khong cao, nén khong c6 nhirng sinh vat dy, chi la khéng biét cac ting trén c6 thit gi nira thoi.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba dot nhién swc nho ra gi do, lién hoi: “Thay gido, vira roi thay noi ¢ tang
nay trong cudn sé cta Pieri ghi chép khong dll’O’C day da, ching ta phai tw lan mo di tiép la
sao?”

Gido sw Phwong Tan cuoi kho: “Khong phai khong day du, ma la khong c6 cach nao ghi ré ra
duoc.” Giao sw Phuong Tan xoay chlec may tinh xach tay 1a1 dé Trac Moc Cwong Ba nhin rd noi
dung cu6n so. Chi thdy bén trén ghi: “Gio toi dang tim klem dwong ra trong mot ddy phong nhu
mé cung, ban than ciing khong biét minh dang & dau nira.”

“Mé cung?” Trac Moc Cuong Ba khong hiéu. Gido sw Phwong Tan ben g1a1 thich: “Cau ra xem
1a biét ngay thdi, can than mot chit, bwdc 1én chd duoc son mau dé trén san méi an toan.”

buong Man d& Trac Moc Cuong Ba day di toi canh ctra phia Tay. Trac Mdc Cuong Ba dirng
trwdc cra nhin sang do, 1ap tirc dan nguoi ra, ga cr ngd minh dang nhin vao mot tam guong,
v0ivang quay dau lai xem thtr. Chi thay gian phong trwdc mdt va gian phong ga dang dirng, gan
nhu 1a giong hét nhau, cling c6 mot cai vac 1on ¢ gitra, bon bu'c tuong vé chim ung dau troc, goc
tuong khac hinh nguoi cam Xa truong, trong goc nha dat may mén d6 gom do dit nung, mot
mdt twong khong co cira, bén trén la hinh dau hé chau My theo 16i triru tuong. biém khac blet
duy nhit, chinh Ia ba canh ctra trén twong c6 thay doi phwong vi mot chut, va dong dé gom &
goc phong cing duoc dat theo thir ty khac. Trac Moc Cuong Ba ngoanh dau 1a1 nhin gian phong
sau lung, roi lai nhin gian trudc mat, néu khong quan sat ky lwdng, that sw hoan toan khong thé
phat hién sw khac biét gi, mo héi lanh tda ra trén tran gi: “Cé bao nhiéu gian phong nhw vay?”

Lat ma A La dap: “Khong dém dwoc. Ching ta dén dwoc day, it nhat da di qua bay mwoi hai
gian phong trung lap roi.

Trac Moc Cwong Ba tham kinh hoang: “Péu giong hét nhw vay?”
Gido sw Phwong Tan gt dau: “Péu giéng hét nhw vay.”
Trac Moc Cuworng Ba rung minh, héi ti€p: “Tai sao lai lam thanh nhw vay?”

Lat ma A La giai thich: “Vi da than thi bay trong dia nguc cua nguoi Maya la Abula Afaha(l),
la vi than chuyén trung phat nhitng ké di sai duong vl tham lam va ham mudn, bon ho vi duc
vong cua minh ma da pham phai nhiing toi ac khong thé tha tht, bi trirtng phat bang cach deo
vat ndng di mai di mai duéi dia nguc, vinh vién khong thé nao tim du'O'c hwong huwong chinh
xac. Néu cau lai hoi tiép tai sao phai nhu vay, thi chi c6 thé néi tit ca déu la y cta than linh,
ngudi Maya c6 dai di tuan theo chi thi cia than linh ma xay nén tda dia cung Ahezt nay, day
chinh la dia nguc trong long ho dworc tai hién mot cach chan thuc.”

buong Man do Trac Moc Cuwong Ba di xuyén qua hai gian phong nira, Trac Moc Cuwong Ba da
hoan toan mat hét cam giac phwong huong, ga khong con biét minh dang & chd nao nita. Luc
nay, gido sw Phwrong Tan héi: “Theo phan doan clia cau, chiing ta da di khoi can phong ban dau
dwoc bao xaroi?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba vo dau mét ldc, thiap giong dap: “Toi nghi, téi nghi... chiing ta vao qua
canh ctra bén trai, can phong truéc ching ta di ctra bén phai, can phong trwéc nira hinh nhw la
tr bén dwdi 1€n...” Ga vé ra trén khong trung mét hinh chit “chi”, sau dé quay sang hoi gido sw
Phwong Tan: “Nhuw vay phai khong?”

Giao su Phuwong Tan khong dap, Dbuong Man 1am b4Am noi: “Anh van phai nghi ngoi thém mot
lic.” N6i doan, lién dwa mat nhin sang phia goc tuong. Trac Moc Cuong Ba ngoanh nhin theo,
lién trong thdy... binh nuéc dwéi dat, lap tic cam thay troi dat xoay chuyén mong mong, troi
oi! Héa ra bon ho da di mot vong tron, lai tré vé vi tri ban diu. Gido sw Phwong Tan néi: “Gio



cau da cam thay Pieri vi dai thé nao chua. Ong dy chi c6 mot ngu'o'l khong nhu'ng khong bi ngat
trong nhitng gian phong glong nhwr mé cung nay, ma con tim dwogc 16i ra, ong iy c6 kinh
nghiém phong phd hon bat ¢ ngwdi nao trong ching ta.”



Acma bay lwon

Lam sao mai ra khoi can phong nay dwoc? Trac Moc Cwong Ba khong dam tuong tuong, néu
mot minh ga roi vao noi nay, ddm bao cudi cung chi c6 cach dap dau vao twong ma chét. Trac
Moc Cudong Ba nhin nhitng do gom noi goc twong, dot nhién mot y nghi l6e 1én trong dau, lién
hoi: “Cach sap dat nhimg do gom kia 0 moi gian phong déu khac nhau, chic chin 1a d& chi
phuong vi, bang khong, nhitng ngwdi tho tu sira & day lam sao ra ngoai duoc.”

Giao sw Phuong Tan tan thu'o'ng ‘Khong sai, cudi cung cau ciing phat hién ra roi, ching toi
cling nghi nhlr vay. C6 diéu..” Lat ma A La dlrng bén canh l3c dau. Gido suw Pero'ng Tan mim
cwoi noi t1ep, ‘Chung toi da quan sat cin than cach sap xép ‘nhitng mon d6 gém 4y, nhing thu
bi con ngwoi hay dong vat pha hoai bd qua khong tinh, ca nhirng chd con hoan chinh ciing
khong chi ra diéu girdrét ca. Mot vai gém, thém bon cai bat dat nung, va ba cai chén nho nhu
chén rwou, tong cong cé thé ghép thanh bao nhiéu té hop khac nhau, cau cé biét khong?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba thap giong dap: “TAm mon, vay thi nhin tir mét tO’l tam.” Ké do ga bat
dau 14m bam mét nhan hai nhan ba. Gido sw Phu*crng Tdan xua xua tay noi: “Khong don gian nhu
vay dau. Cau quan sat 1a phat hién dwoc ngay, bat dat nung va chen gom c6 thé ddt theo hai
cach, dat ngtra va dat up, ngoai ra phu'O'ng huong sap ddt vai gom va bat dat nung, chén gém lai
c6 thé hoan toan khac nhau. Vi vay, co bay mon do cé thé dat ngira va dit Gp, phai thém bay
lAn, thém nira tit ca cAc mén déu cé thé xép theo cac huong khac nhau nén phai thém tam lan
nira, tbng cong la hai mwoi ba, cach tinh chinh xac phai la t m6t nhan téi hai mwoi ba. Vay la
bao nhiéu t6 hop ha?”

Thay Trac Moc Cwong Ba ha hoc miéng, gido sw Phuong Tan lai bo sung thém: “Con s6 nay,
néu dung may tinh dién tir thong thuong thi vueot qua so gioi han trén, , khong tinh ra dwoc dau.
Con chung ta lai khong phai chuyén gia mat m4, hoan toan khong c0 cdn co vé mat ky hiéu hoc
va y nghia twong truwng, vi vdy mudn dua vao cach sap xé&p cac mén d6 g6m nay dé tim duong
ra thi khong thuc hién dwoc dau.”

Lat ma Ala cling néi: “Chuyén nay khong co gi la, vi nhém cac anh khong hoc vé phuwong
dién nay, khong biét dwgc nén van minh Maya rot cudc da phat trién t&i trinh do nao. Nhan luc
nay thé luc cia anh con chwa hdi phuc, moi ngudi dang nghi ngoi, c6 thé day bu lai cho anh.”

Moi nguwoi lién ng01 xuong Lat ma A La bt dau giang g1a1 cho Trac Mdc Clro'ng Ba: “Nén van
minh Maya, khong c6 ca cong cu dong thau, chi dung cong cu bing d4, da xdy dung nén duoc
mdt nén vin minh hoan toan doc lap véi nhu’ng nén vin minh 16n trén thé gioi nhung lai hoan
toan khong hé thua kém gi, tir dlem nay c6 thé thay, tri tué ciia ho, 1a thir ngwoi hién dai chung
ta khong thé nao twdng tuwong noi. Cir lay b0 to hop do gom nay ra lam vi du di, riéng diém nay
da thé hién thanh tuu dang kinh ngac cua nguoi Maya co dai doi vdi s6 hoc roi. Nguoi Maya c
dai chinh 1a dan toc dau tién phat minh va str dung s 0, cau phai biét rang, swra doi cia so 0,
danh ddu mot buéc nhay 1én trén con dudng phat trién ctia mot dan toc...

Trong gian phong 16m, cac thanh vién trong nhom cua gido sw Phwong Tan thay nhau “bo
sung” kién thirc cho Trac Moc Cuong Ba, bat dAu tir kién thirc so hoc cua nguwoi Maya, noi toi
tri thirc thién van hoc cua ho, roi y thirc than linh, cach thitc dn & di lai, vin tu Maya c0... trong
thoi gian ngan ngui khong the noi mot cach ré rang, nén ho chi chon lya ndi vai Trac Moc
Cwong Ba nhitng thanh tyu noi bat nhat cua van minh Maya, chi riéng nhu'ng tri thirc nay, da
du khién ga phai nhin dan toc sé& hitu nén vin minh c6 dai nay bang con mat hoan toan khac
r01 Ngoai tru kinh ngac, chdn dong, kinh khung, cam than khong con tir ngir nao de hinh dung
ndi tam Trac Moc Cwong Ba luc nay nira. Dan toc nay khong chi 1a van minh, ma con la van
minh phat trién bac cao, tham chi con cé Iy do dé tin twdng rang, chinh bon ho da tao ra thoi
dai hoang kim ctia nhan loal

Bon ho str dung mét loai lich phap twong ty nhw Lich Mt troi, con chuan xac hon ca Lich
M3t troi ngwdi hién dai dang st dung; ho dya vao hai tay hai chan cta con nguoi, phat minh ra
hé nhi thap phan; cac kim tu thap ma ho xay dung bat ké vé s lwong hay quy mé déu vuot



trén kim ty thap Ai Cap; tir ngan nam trwéc ho da quan trac dong thoi tinh toan dwoc mot cach
chuin xac quy dao cua cac hanh tinh trong Thai Duwong hé; quy mo cac thanh bang cua ho vo
cung hung vi, co hé thong dan nuoc cuc ky phite tap. Nén van minh Maya dé lai qua nhiéu ngh1
van, rat nhigu két tinh tri tué ctia ho dén nay van con khién nguoi ta phai le ludi than phuc Rat
nhiéu nha khoa hoc nghlen clru vdan minh Maya tham chi con kinh ngac thét 1én: “Nén van
minh cua ho tir trén troi roi xuong, 1a than linh da ch1 thi cho ho.” Con s6 dong hon lai cho
rang, ngudi Maya la sinh vat ngoai hanh tinh, cling c6 thuyet néi ho 1a san vat con sot lai clia
thoi ky hoang kim trong nén van minh tién stt. Nhung néi thé nao thi néi, nén van minh nay da
tiéu vong roi, vo cung dot ngot, phang phit nhw trong mot khoanh khac, nguoi Maya c6 tri tué
cao da b ca thanh tri khong 16 ctia minh, ngurng viéc quan sat tinh tu, khong con xdy dung cac
kim tw thap cao ngat, bon ho tré lai rirng sau, song cudc sdng ding 1a1 & thoi ky do da. Vi vay,
ké tir sau khi Colombo Ian dau tién dit chan 1én dai luc chau My, trong mot thoi gian rat dai,
nguoi chau Au khong chiu chap nhan nhtrng kién tric huy hoang d6 1a kiét tac cua dam nguoi
nguyén thiy dn 16ng & 16 s6ng trong rirg ram... tat ca déu that khong sao tin ndi.

Glong nhu trong mot hoi nghi khoa hoc, may ngwdi nhém gido sw Phuong Tan tranh nhau
gidng giai ve nén van ‘minh Maya than bi cho Trac Moc Cuong Ba nghe, ga ciing nghe nhu say
nhw me, tat ca déu hét nhw khi nhom ngwdi cua gido sw Phwong Tén ti€p xdc véi nen van minh
nay vay, phang phat nhu dang dwoc nghe mot truyen thuyet tlr thoi vien c6. Khi may nguoi
giao su Phuwong Tan quén di phan nao nodi dung, lien mé may tinh ra tra ctru tu liéu, ho dung
bita luén trong mé cung, vira an vira tro chuyén, téi tan khi &nh dén mo dan.

Trong ltc no6i chuyén Trac Moc Cuong Ba moi b1et ho lén dwoc hai tang kim tu thap da ton
mat thoi gian qua nwra ngay, lic nay khé khin 1dm méi tim dwoc mot noi tuong d6i an toan, vi
vay moi 0 day dn udng dong thoi chuan bi nghi ngoi ludn. Chi maéi hai tang ma da ton mat nira
ngay, mac du may nguoi bon giao su Phu'(rng Tan khong noi ra, nhung Trac Moc Cuong Ba co
the tuong twong, cac bay rap ¢ day hung hiém thé nao. An uéng xong xuoi, Trac Moc Cuong Ba
cam thay strc khoe da hoan toan hoi phuc, giao s Phuong Tan va lat ma Ala dang tranh ludn
xem c6 nén nghi ngoi & ddy mot dém roi mai di tiép hay khong. Ma van dé quan trong nhat ma
ho tranh ludn chinh la, lwong thuc va nguon sang khong du nira, nwoc va thirc an chi du cho
bén nguoi cam cy trong hai ngay, gio da hét mat mot nira roi; anh sdng cua mi chi€u séng da
dwoc van nhé xudng, pin c6 thée tang lén bay t¢i tam tiéng thoi gian, hon nita moi chiéc mi lai
c6 nam cuc pin du phong, ciing c6 thé kéo dai churng hai ngay. Lat ma A La cho rang, mdc du &
day khong thiy mat trov, nhung chu ky sinh ly clla con nguoi khong thay doi, dén toi sé budn
ngu, trong trang thai tinh than 4 ay, rat dé mat mang trong bay rap, trong can phong nho nay, s6
Irong ch6t by khong phai 1a nhiéu 13m, lwu lai day nghi ngoi chinh 1a Iwra chon t6t nhat.

Chuyén ciing vira khéo, ddm quan du kich trén phan dinh kim ty thap ciing dang tranh luén
cung mot van dé véi ho. Quan du kich kho khan 13m maoi xudng duoc hai tang, dén tang thit ba,
khong gian dot nhién tro nén rong lon va cac bay rap thiét ké tinh xdo da khién bon chung
thuong vong nang né, khong it tén vi qua so hdi ma manh nha y dinh rut lui, nhung ‘da s6 lai
muon tim vang bac chau bau, kién quyet doi ti€p tuc di xuéng. Gonzales nhat thoi cling khong
dua ra duoc chll y, véi tinh cach ctia han, dang 1é da ra 1énh cho tht ha t1ep tuc tién vao, mang
hét do quy bau trong dé ra cho han hlrcrng dung, nhlrng cuc dién trwéc mat lai khac, néu han
khong xuong, dam ngwoi nay ciing chang ai xuéng ca. Gonzales 1a mot thuwong nhan rat thuc te
chuyén lam an lai lon dwong nhién han rat thich, nhung néu cai gia phal tra la tinh mang cua
chinh minh, vay thi cai gia &y khong khoi hoi qua 16n. biéulam han cam thay buc boi hon ca 13,
khé khin 1Am méi vwot qua duoc phan day kim tw thap va di sau vao long dat, doc duong day
cac kién tric hung vi khién nguoi ta kinh ngact than phuc va nhitng birc bich hoa tinh xdo tuyét
dep khién nguoi ta twdng twong xa voi, van dé la di bao nhiéu lau nhuw vady, ngoai trir nhiing
birc bich hoa, twong diéu khac da khong ban dwoc bao nhiéu tién hodc gia khong thé mang ra
ban, bon hin khong tim thay thir gl khac, du la mét vai thir cong nghe pham bang da hoi nho
mot chut ciing khong thay, tac pham nghé thuat nhé nhit ma bon han trong thay cing pha1
dung don vi mét dé do, trong lwgng ciing phai dung “tdn” ma tinh toan. Gio da xuéng dén tang
thir ba, van khong thay thir nao dang gia ban duorc nhiéu tién, nguoc lai Con c6 thém vo so bay
rap giét nguwdi. Nhin hai phe cdi nhau am am sdi suc, hdn lai cang réi boi: “Plrng cii nita! Tiép



tuc tién 1én! Can than mat chut! blung roi xa doi hinh, ding c6 mo dao ngi, bang khong, ching
may dura nao tu cho rang minh c6 the mot minh ra khéi chd nay ch?” Cudi cung Gonzales
cling lén tiéng, tin niém trong long da ung ho han, ‘ T1ep tuc di xubéng, ti€p tuc di xuéng, vang
bac, chau bau, ngoc thach sang ruc r&, néi khong Chu'ng & tang dudi day thoi!”

Thao luidn khong dwoc bao lau, may nguoi bon gido sw Phuong Tan da bi mot loat tiéng dong
la lam kinh dong. Trac Moc Cudng Ba vira ldp pin méi cho chiéc mii chiéu sang, nghe thay tiéng
dong, lién giau buong ] Man ra sau lung minh, hoang hot nhin bén ‘phia xung quanh. Giao sw
Phuwong Tan va lat ma A La ciing ngirng tranh luan cung bat an nguéc quanh. Tiéng dong vang
tl can phong nay sang can phong khac, vong ra tir nhitng can phong toi om khong cé anh den,
rat hon loan, nhung rat ro rang, cang lic cang gan ho hon. Cai chét khong hé dang so, ddng so
nhat chlnh 1 phai cho doi cai chét den gan! Luc nay bon nguoi bon Trac Moc Cuong Ba, chinh
la dang cam thu siu sac tdm trang 4y, biét rd rdng c6 thir gi do dang tién tdi, s6 luong cuc
nhiéu, chic chdn sé bat loi cho minh, nhung lai khong biét nhirng thtr ay tir dau to1, liéu co thé
a thir gl, ban than minh nén phongve thé nao. B6n nguoi dua vao birc tuong khong c6 ctra Kia,
tdm tum lai mot chd, mat nhin cham cham vao tirng canh ctra. Bit ct llic nao cin phong nay
cling c6 thé bi mot loal sinh vat nao dé tham nhap.

Lat ma A La c6 dbi tai thinh nhay khac thu'ong, ong noi: “La dong vat bay, téi nghe thay tiéng
dap canh v vii, nhung lai khong giong 1dm.”

Gido sw Phuong Tan phan &ng nhanh nhat, 6ng lap tirc néi: “Pai su, con nhé ngai vira néi gi
khong? Dia cung nay khong c6 ngay dém, nhwng chu ky sinh ly thi khong thay doi, la chung,
ching sap ra ngoai kiém an roi!”

Lat ma A La ciing phan (tng lai ngay, kinh hoang thét 1én: “Trdi Phat oi! Ching sip bay qua
nhitng gian phong nay!”

Gido sw Phwong Tan noi: “Trong khong gian nho hep nay, chung ta can ban khong c6 cho nao
4n nau duworc, can phai lap tic nghi ra doi sach, bang khong, hiu qua thé nao chac ngai cling
biét roi. Man Man, dwng [éu bat Ién, nhanh, nhanh ching ta khong c6 nhiéu thoi gian dau!”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba van dang ngan ngwoi ra do, héi: “Chuyén gi vay? Thay da biét diéu gi roi
é?"

Dbuong Man trach méc: “Anh van chua nghe ra a? Chinh 1a dam dong vat giong loai doi lic
ndy bon em gdp phdi ddy, néu ding la doi, hoang h6én budng xuong, bon chiing chuan bi ra
ngoai ki€ém dn ré6i! Con dan mat ra diy lam gi nita, mau gidp em mot tay!”

Trac Moc Cuwong Ba voi vang gitp Duong Man dung leu 1én, day la loai leu bat dung nhanh,
khung gia va vai bat khong tach roi, ma tryc tiép gap Xep lai. Chang mdy chéc 1éu da dung
xong, giao su Phu'(rng Tan bao ca bén nguoi cung chui vao an nap, sau dé nhanh chong tra ctru
trén may tinh cac thong tin lién quan dén loai doi, miéng khong ngung 1dm bam: “Phai lam thé
nao moi tranh dugc chung bay gio?” Bon nguoi deu bidt ro, 1t doi khong dwa vao thi lyc tim
kiém phwong hu'o'ng, ma st dung hé thong hoi thanh doc dao ctia loai minh. Néu dung 1a doi,
vay thi bong. dém ¢ day mwoi muoi 1a dat troi cda chung roi. Trac Moc Cuong Ba li€c nhin can
phong toi mu t6i mit, kéo khoéa 1éu lai, trong 1ong lai mot Ian nita nhé téi cau néi chan thanh
clia Babatou: “Pang so nhat, 1a nhitng ké thi ta khong thé nhin thay.”

Gido sw Phuwong Tan reo 1én: “Co cach roi, dung may tinh phat ra song am tan s6 cao lam
nhleu loan he thong dinh vi song am cua It dm nhw vay chung s€ bo qua khong gian nho nay
clia ching ta.” Pang tiéc vira moi nghi ra bién phap, con chwa kip thyc hién, dai quan bay lwon
trong bong toi kia da rao rao téi noi. Trong khoanh khac, trong phong toan la t1eng dap canh
vl vu, khap noi déu nghe thiy, b6n ngwdi cudn ric lai trong Iéu, khong biét ngoai kia c6 bao
nhiéu con doi dang bay lugn. bot nhién nghe “soat” mot tiéng, chiéc leu bang vai budm chac
chan da bi cao rach mot manh nhd, mot sinh vat hung dir dau chu6t dung vuot trwéec ra sirc xé
toang vét rach 4y ra hong chui vao trong. Puong Man ré 1én: “Con doi!”

Hai tay gido sw Phwong Tan da hoi run ray, 6ng voi néi véi Trac Moc Cuong Ba: “Cuong Ba,



chan ching lai! Toi can mot it thoi gian. T6i nhé 1a c6 mot chwong trinh phat s6ng 4m tan so
cao ma, dé & dau roi nhi? Ra day, mau ra day nao!”

Lai may tleng 'soat soat” nita vang lén, léu bat da bi rach thém may cho, moi vét rach déu bi
xé toang ra, trng con vat x4u xi dang tranh nhau len vao. Trac Méc Cwo'ng Ba ciing cudéng quyt
ca 1én ma khong biét phai 1am sao, trong dau khong ngung tu h01 “Lam sao ma chan day?
Minh lam sao chdn ching lai day?” Ga biét, Man Man so nhat Ia glong nay, chi thiy c6 co rim
nguoi lai, ca dung khi kéu ri 1én ciing chang con dau nira. bung luc nay, lat ma A La dua cho ga
mot cai ba 16, chat liéu cua chlec ba I6 4y con chic chan hon vai budm cua chiéc 1éu, Trac Moc
Cu'cmg Ba voi an ca ba 16 vao 16 thing. Lat ma A La ciing cam mot chlec ba 16 khac chong do
dau bén kia, ca hai déu cdm nhan duoc mot cach hét strc rd rang, 1op vai budm cua chiéc léu
nay tua nhuw dang bi vat nang mady tram can de 1én vay, khong biét rét cudc 1a cé bao nhiéu con
doi dang dau trén day nita.

Trac Moc Cuwong Ba dot nhién cam thdy bap chan dau nhoi 1én, thi ra dw¢i chan leu lai bi rach
thém may 1o nita, co may con doi da chui dugc vao trong, khong them khach khi gi dcrp cho ga
mot phat chay ca mau. Mui mau tanh glong nhw thudc kich thich, dan du cang nhiéu doi dén
phla nay. Trac Moc Cwong Ba giam chét hai con, lai thay vét rach trén I8u cang ldc cang nhiéu,
chiéc 1éu bat nay sdp chi con ton tai trén danh nghia dén noi roi.

bung luc do, may ngwoi bon Trac Moc Cuong Ba nghe thay “u” mot tiéng, sau dé6 4m thanh
moi lic mot cao, dan dan khong con nghe r6 duoc nira, nhung la doi bén ngoai thi nhw bi chuy
dap phai, tat ca deu tranh xa khéi chiéc leu Séng am tan so cao dd c6 hiéu qua. Trac Moc
Cuong Ba biét, may tinh van dang khong ngirng phat ra séong am o tan s6 cao, chi c6 diéu da
vwot qua pham vi nghe duoc cua thinh gidc con ngudi, vi vay bon ho méi khong nghe thiy gi
nita. GA mét madi ngoi xudng dat, khong dé y lién ngoi 1én may con doi van chua kip bay ra
ngoai, lam chung kéu lén choe chée. Trac Moc Cuong Ba dap chét may con doi nho ay_ roi
ngang dau 1én nhin, chiéc 18u da rach buwom ca tram 16, twa ho nhw dang nhin qua 6 clra s6 c6
rem mong vay.

bé quan sat li sinh vat tan cong minh, ho da c6 y dat bén ngoai gian phong mot chiéc mii
phat sang, luc nay moi trong thay, dong thac 1ii doi den kin kit tua nhu mot tran cuéng phong
trong gian sanh. Bon ching vao tur clra phia Bic, trao ra phia ctra Nam. Tran cuong phong den
tuyen gan nhu chiém m4t gia nira gian phong, s6 lwong cuc ky nhleu Du c6 song am tan so cao
cling van cd rat nhiéu con doi ha xuéng chiéc léu con cta ho, c6 diéu gio da dé hon lic truéc
nhiéu lam roi, bén nguoi du sic doi pho. Tran gio den théi lien tuc hon hai mwoi phut déong ho
md&i dit, bon nguoi tho phao mot tiéng. Puwdng Man lau kho nuéc mat, 14y vaccine phong bénh
dai ra tiém cho moi nguoi mot mii. Bi 1 doi do cao ciu bi thwong khong dang so, dang so¢
nhat chinh 1a bon ching c6 mang theo benh dai hoac cac bénh khac. Nguoi nao bi nhidm phai
virus bénh dai, tit sé phat cudng, so nuorc, anh sang va am thanh, tré nén chi thich hanh dong
trong bong dem thich can moi thir xung quanh dong thoi tiép tuc truyen bénh qua tuyén nudc
bot trong khoang miéng. Truyén thuyét vé ma ca rong ciing chinh tir day ma ra ca.

Giao suw Phurong Tan lap tirc quet con doi vao may tinh tién hanh doi chiéu, chang may chéc
6ng da reo 1én nhu duoc dai xa: “Day 1a doi mat quy, néu la doi céo, két. cuc cua ching ta kho
néi ldm.” Lat ma A La nhin xac may con doi néi: “Bon ching tién hoa roi, méng vuét & canh
trwdc tré nén vira cong vira dai, xem ra It ca dn thit ngwoi ¢ ngoai kia da tro thanh nguon thirc
an méi cho bon doi nay, hoic ciing c6 thé 1a chiing &n thit 1an nhau. Toan bg rang ham déu mat
hét, rang ctra tién héa thanh hinh dang nhu luoi dao sac nhon, bon chung khoéng chi bat con
trung an, con hit mau nira, loai doi nay, c6 thé quy vé a ching ‘doi hiit méau cling dwgc diy.”

Trac Moc Cuwdng Ba an Gi Pwong Man may ciu, doan dwa mat nhin sinh vat xdu xi trén mit
dat thng con doi nay xoe canh ra thi duoc chwng ba muoi centimet, khong c6 miii, nhwng
moi va ma c6 nhitng nép nhan rat phirc tap, m6i dwoi banh ra nhuw cai dia, tai to twong va vanh
tai cling rat phtrc tap, ngoai trir vuot sac & moéng trudec ra, ching con mot diém dac biét nita,
chinh la trong miéng moc mot doi rang sic nhu dao nhon hon nita con hoi léch vé giilra va
huéng xudng dwdi. K&t cAu nhw vay, lam Trac Moc Cwong Ba chot nghi dén ludi 16 quan dung



c6 ranh cho mau chay, hét strc phu hop dé hut mau, ga ciing khéng dam tuwong twong néu bi
ching can cho mdét nhat thi sé c6 hiu qua nhu thé nao nita.

Gido sw Phwong Tan gap may tinh xach tay lai, dirng 1én néi: “Bay gi¢, ching ta khong can
tiép tuc thao luin nira nhi.”

Lat ma Ala noi: “bung vay, chung ta phai nhanh chong roi khoi noi nay, ¢ day gan nhu
khong cé chd nao 13 an toan ca. " Ong hiéu r6, bon doi kia con quay tré lai, ma bon ho thi da
khong con cai leu c6 thé tam thoi | ngan chung la1 nita roi. Gido sw Phu'0'ng Tan tw tin bao Trac
Moc Cudng Ba: “Pi théi, chi 1a mé cung véi may cai bay rap thoi ma, khong dang so nhw cau
twong twong dau.”

Troi da hoang hon, trén quang trwong 1on cia Bach thanh, quén du kich va thé dan an thit
nguwoi da giang co sudt mot ngay troi. bam thé dan chiém du'crc dia loi, khién quan du kich
khong dam manh dong, con quan du kich thi ¢6 vi khi hién dal thS dan in thit nguoi cling
khong thé tién lai gan quang truong. Khi vang dwong chim xuéng sau duwong chan troi, trong
rung sau lai thdy mot ngudi budc ra, phai, y chi c6 m6t minh. Chut anh sang con sot la1 cua
vang tich duwong kéo béng y ra vira dai vira gay det lai, thoat nhin ciing toat lén may phan cd
don tich mich, con gio nhe phat qua lam réi mai toc Y, dé 16 ntra gwong mdt trong con dang s¢
hon dau lau xwong cot. Soares kich dong tham nhu: Cu01 cung ta cling tro lai roi, con nho ta
khong? Cac ban, cac ban cda ta, c6 thé cung yén nghi v&i kién truc hung vi nhu'(rng nay, cac ban
cling yén tam dlrcrc roi. BAy nim, cac ban van khde ch¥? Khéng gidr nao phut nao 13 ta khong
nhé& vé cac ban ca.”

Trong khoanh khac iy, bay rap dang so, nhitng btrc twong da khong 16, cAc mén trang sic
tinh xdo, nhirng b xwong khlen nguoi ta kinh hoang, sinh vat dang so¢ an minh trong bong
dém, tit cd moi chuyén da qua cling ldc dang trao lén trong 6c Soares...

“Chudt dit, m3c xac miy cai bay d6 di! Nhanh 1én!”

“Lam sao dwoc, ca doi toi déu nghién ctru co quan bay rap, nhiing cai nay tuyét doi c6 thé
xem la ky tich hoan my nhat ma toi tiyng trong thay, khong tra lai cong nang cho chung, du c6
sdng sot tdi cling héi han ca doi mat! Ua? Cai bay nay 13? A... chay mau, Trian Xam!”

“Pay la doi mat quy, khong c6 ddc, c6 1én, Ca Kinh, cdu phai co 1én!”

“Khéng duoc dau, dong mach ¢ mang bao rudt cua t6i bi vo roi, co 1é con ca dong mach than,
gir dang chay rat nhigu mau, tdi khong séng dwoc dau, Tran Xam, mit ctia anh...”

“Khon kié€p, mac ké mat toi di, ciu ma chét & day, bon tbi biét phai lam sao bay gio!”

“Chi c6 thé... dwa vao ban thin minh théi, t6i... chdn thanh noéi... véi anh mot cau, di theo Cao
Lira, v&i nang luc hién tai cda ching ta, néu cé thé ra khoéi toa dia cung nay, ngoai doi truedng
ra... chi con... Cao Lra thoi...”

'"

“Ca Kinh! Ptrng ngu! Ca Kinh!
“Khi Mat Ngwoi! Khi Mat Ngwaoi, cau tinh lai cho toi! Khi Mat Nguwoi!”

“V6 dung théi Tran Xam, cau ay nin thé trong nwée lau qua, ma cau cling khong phai bac si,
ching ta da khong thé 1am gi dwoc nita roi...

Hai chién binh cta bd lac dn thit nguoi nhay tir trén mai nha xuéng lam dit doan hoi rc clia
Soares, ho gio hai ngon giao dai huo huo trwedc mit y. Soares khong phan tng gi, chi cam chiéc
Thach phu mau ho phach kia chia ra. Hai thé dan kia ngo ngac nhin nhau, nhung duong nhu
déu khong biét dén thir nay, Soares cling nhan ra diéu gi do, ddm thé din an thit ngu'o'l nay
hinh nhu khong biét manh Thach phu nay. Y 1ui lai phia sau mot budc, lanh lung néi: “Khong né
mit qua roi, ching may & bo lac nao, Ian trwdc cé thay ching may canh gitr & day dau!”

Cau trd 101 cda hai chién binh bo lac an thit nguwoi 1a mot cti ném lao, cong thém tleng gam gu
trong chién diu. Soares lc ngudi tranh miii lao, 14y mot cai lo nhwra ra bop vér danh “tet” mot



tleng, roi nham mat I4m bam noi: “Li quy doi nudt hét van vt trén doi, quan doan dia nguc
cla ta, an hét sach ching di, ca khuc xwong ciling dung bo qual!” Trong bu1 cay sau lung y, dot
nhién tran ra mot dan klen khong 16 mau do niu, bon chung dan hang chinh té, bang qua Bach
thanh, an sach sé tat cad moi thir trén dwong di, hai chién si thS dan an thit ngwoi gao 1én thé
tham, Am thanh vang mii ra xa.

May tén linh du kich gac may bay trirc thang dot nhién phat hién vo s6 tho dan an thit nguoi
nap trong rung bong chay ta ra phia quang truong, bat chap song chét, twa ho nhu' gap phai
ma quy vay, nhat thoi cling khong thé glet hét. Mot tén dua dua néi voi dong bon: “Chung dién
roi chac? Tranh nhau ra chiu chét.” Bong nhién, bon ching ciing kinh hoang nhan ra, sau lung
dam thé dan 1a mot tAm tham mau do dang cuon cudn phu 1én Bach thanh, nhlrng thé dan chay
hoi chaAm mét chut, tia nhu mot cdy nén dang tan chay, trong chép mét da mat da, thit, chi con
tro lai xwong cot, trang phé nhuw tdoa Bach thanh nay vay.



Chwong 16: DIA NGUC CUA NUOC VA LUA

O’ Kha Kha Tay Ly, loai dong vat nay da day cho Trac M6c Cworng Ba moOt bai vé mon sinh vt
hoc. Trong hang dong toi tam sdu hut 3 ay, bon ching co quay than hinh béo mup, duoi theo moi
sinh vat song véi toc do khong tuong, an sach tat ca sinh vat ching bat gdp trén duong di. Trac
Moc Cu'O'ng Ba khong dam tuong twong ra canh mot con chudt cé kich c& cta loai voi, nhung
doi mit ga trong thdy dy, dich thuc muwoi muoi 1a d6i mat ti hi chi loai chudt méi cé.



Bay rap

bam quan du kich bay gio moi dinh than lai, kéurua lén roi chay tan ra bon phia, nhung qua
mudn, da bi hdm trong vong vay ctia dai doan quan mau dé 4 ay khong ké nao cé thé thoat dwoc
ca. Soares cham rai budc di trong con li d4, khong budn liéc nhin nhitng bo xwong dang nga
xuéng bén canh. Lii kién duong nhu rat s¢ lai gan y, Soares di téi dau, chung lién dat ra
nhuong du'crng Bong cdp mat y sang bung 1én, phat hién ra chiéc truc thang trong nhuw con
chu6n chuén nho phia trudec, lien mung ré noi: “Po tot day, durng lam hong cua tao nhé.” Noi
doan, y lién rat ra mét lo thuy tinh ném vé phia may bay, mét man khi thé tan ra trong khong
khi, 1t kién Itra tirc khic dat ra mot khoang tréng ner bi ai gidi nwoc vao vay. Soares nhin toa
Bach thanh bi con s6ng mau do tran lén, tham nhu: “Héng roi, khong ngo lai giai quyét nhanh
nhuw vay, kho khan Idm méi tu tap duoc nhiéu thé nay, nhung gior lam sao gidi tan chung di bay
gid, thudc trén ngwdi minh dau cé da.”

Soares dang suy nghi, chot nghe tiéng “vu vu vi” tir bon phuong tam huwéng vang toi, chi
thdy tlr cac 10i thong trén than toa kim tw thap hung vi kia ban ra vo so tia sang mau den, tua
nhu nhitng thanh kiém sic den tuyen duoc rut “soat” trong vo ra, chi thang 1én bau troi. Li
kién Itra duédi dat lién tré nén nhon nhao bat an, thi ra da gdp phai thién dich. Nhirng thanh
kiém den kia lao vit 1én gitra tang may, roi nhanh chéng tan ra nhw lan swong mu, héa thanh
nhitng v6 s6 con ac quy c6 canh dé nhw mau, ching ha cai miéng to tudong ctia minh ra, tham
lam huong thu mon ngon hiém thay duoc dua toi tan cora nha dang lao xao dudi dat. May tram
nghin con doi mat quy d6i mat véi dan kién phai tinh bang con sO tram triéy, thoa strc danh
chén, nhat thoi, bau troi toan 12 1il doi den dap canh vii viy, tra nhw may den che kin mat troi,
canh twong cuc ky hung vi.

Soares thé phao mot tiéng, dén that dung lic. Y da doi cd mot ngay, chinh 1a doi cho lii &c ma
c6 canh nay ra khoi sao huyét, nhu vay, duéi dia cung coi nhu tam thdi dwoc an toan roi. Lan
trwoe toi day, da co hai nguoi bi thwong, mot nguoi mat mang, mot ngwdi nira cling vi bi bon
quai vat nay lam mu doi mat ma chét trong bay rap dudi dia cung. Soares lay ra mot vat bang
kim loai hinh cau to c& qua boéng tennis, an nat khoi dong. Vat thé hinh cau nay co nguyén ly
hoat dong glong nhu chwong trinh may finh ma gido sw Phucrng Tan str dung, phat ra song am
tan s6 cao, khién y c6 thé an than gitta dan doi. Soares ngang dau lén nhin toa kim tw thap
Ahezt nguy nga hung vi, bat dau chim rai budc 1én.

Trac Moc Cuwong Ba di sau lung gido sw Phwong Tan va Buong Man, trong bung ldy lam thac
mac, khong hleu sao bon ho co the ung dung nhw vay. Khong biét da di qua bao nhiéu gian
phong, cam glac du'o'ng nhu van ct di bira di loan, cuoi cung Trac Moc Cu'O'ng Ba cling dua ra
mot Kién nghi: “Pi mai nhu vay ciing khong pha1 la cach, toi c6 moty kién.” May nguoi glao sw
Phuwong Tan lién dung lai, cho nghe xem Trac Moc Cuong Ba mudén noéi gl. Ga thé thot: "Dung
but ky hiéu, danh dau 1én titng canh ctra ma chiing ta di qua, nhw vy sé khong bi lap duwong
ntra.’

Ba nguoi con lai déu tram ngam khong noi gi, nhung nhin nét mat ho, Trac Moc Cwong Ba
cling biét ngay 1a gi lai vira dua ra mot y kién sai lam. Cudi cung, van la gido sw Phu'o'ng Tan
khong nhin dwgc phé binh ga mdy cau: Cu'(rng Ba a, xem ra ciu chang chiu chd y nghe giang gi
hét roi, gido quan c6 day chung ta nhw vay dau.”

Day ciing 1a cach doi trwdng HO Duong da dung & Kha Kha Tay Ly, Trac Moc Cuong Ba cam
thay rdt htru dung, sao lai khong thé 4p dung & day dwoc chi, ga thac mac: “T6i cam thady cach
nay cling dwoc lim ma.”

Puwong Man thi thim bén tai ga: “Cé 16 roi, day 1a cach lam ciia ngudi khong chuyén nghiép,
khoéng thich hop st dung & day dau.”
Lat ma A La néi: “Néu thong dao rat dai, so nhanh ré rat it thi c6 thé dung cach ay cda cau.

Nhung & day, khi cdu nhdn ra nhitng canh ctra da danh d&u va chwa danh du déu nhigu nhw
nhau, khién cau khong thé phan biét dwoc, cau sé& thdy danh diu véi khong danh dau ching



khac gi nhau ca.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba buc bdi ndi: “Nhung chiing ta ctt cdm dau di thé nay cling dau phai 1a
cach chir!”

Gido sw Phuwong Tan quay nguoi lai, mim cudi néi: “Ai bao ching ta dang di bwra cht?” Noi
doan, 6ng chi vao chiéc may tinh xach tay deo truéc nguc.

Puong Man néi: “Chung ta dung webcam nhap hét nhirng chang duong da di qua vao may
tinh, chuong trinh trong may sé dwa vao thong tin nay vé ra ban do6 3D cua toan b noi day. Du
noéi la tit ca cac can phong thoat nhin déu gan gan nhw nhau, mit ngudi 6 18 rat khé phan biét
duoc ching, nhung may tinh thi c6 thé ghi lai bat cl dlem khac biét nao du la nho bé nhat,
cong véi tin hiéu dinh vi phat ra trén ngudi ching ta nita, vay la cé thé dé dang phat hién dau
1a noi ching ta da di qua roi.”

Trac Moc Cuwong Ba ngdy nguoi nhin vao man hinh may tinh gido suw Phuong Tan xoay ve
phia ga, chi thay trén do la hinh dnh lap thé 3D hét strc tuong tan, giong hét nhu nhitng can
phong ho da trong thay Gido sw Phwong Tan 4n nhe hai nit bam, hinh 4nh 3D lign chuyén sang
dang mat phang 2D, cac cin phong hoan toan chuyen thanh nhung 6 nhoé hinh chit nhat, cho
nao cé cwa thi dlro'c may tinh biéu thi bang mot dwong vach trang, vi tri noi ho dang dlrng
duoc danh dau biang mot chdm dd nhap nhay rat noi bat. Tat ca déu tré nén hét stic sang ro.
Trong chép mit, Trac Moc Cwong Ba dot nhién hiéu, thi ra khoang cach gitta nhém ctia ga va
nhom cua gido sw Phwcyng Tan vanlon nhw lan dau tién tién hanh huin luyén da ngoai vay: bon
gd van dang xoay go nhen Itra, con nhom cua gido sw Phwong Tan thi da dung bat Itra tir [au roi.
Ga then thung cui gam mat xuong, lam mot con rua den lang 1€, chi cidm cui budc theo, khong
con phat ngon gi nira. chrng Man danh thinh thoang lai n6i mot hai cau véi ga, xoa d1u phén
nao tam trang trc ché cho Trac Moc Cuwong Ba.

Sudt doc dwong, Trac Moc Cuong Ba di kep giita bon ngudi, buwdc theo dau chan cua gido su
Phwong Tan, chi trong thay may b xwong kho cua nhitng ke lac budc trong mé cung, nhung
khong gap pha1 bay rap nao, khong khoi cling cam thay c6 chit mé hodc. Gi mudn buéc téi
xem trong cic mén do gom kia c6 dung thi gi khong, nhwng lai bi canh cao khong dwgc manh
dong lam btra. Gido sw Phwong Tan chi cho ga xem anh webcam chup bén trong cac thit 4y, to )y
noi bén trong khong co gi hét. C¥ nhw vay, bon nguwoi di loanh quanh trong tang tht bay cua
mé cung Ahezt sudt hon hai tiéng dong ho dudi sw chi dan cia may tinh, truéc mat lién xuit
hién mot gian dai sanh tuong doi rong rai, dua sat vao mot btrc twong twa nhu vach nui. Cudi
ciing ho ciing ra khéi mé cung, di téi con dwcrng thong 1én tang trén.

Tw gian phong nho di ra, dot nhién gdp phai mot gian dai sanh lén nhu vay, khong khoi khién
nguwoi ta sinh ra cam giac kinh ngac. M chiéu sang khong hatlén duorc toi tran, bon birc twong
xung quanh déu dung nhiing phién da to bang vién gach ghép lai ma thanh, rat glong nhuw cac
hinh twong dwgc ghép tir gach men ctia ngudi hién dai. Nhun diém khac blet so v&i hinh trén
gach men I3, nhitng phién da nay déu duogc gia cong cham trd. Ca birc tranh qua lon, nén Trac
Moc Cwong Ba khong thé nhin duoc toan bo, song ga cling biét, chac chan ca biic twong la mot
bu'c tranh khong 10 Cot chong ¢ o day dwoc khac thanh nhitng nguoi khong 16 cao ba mét, nguoi
nay chong 1én nguwoi kia nhw xiéc chdng ngudi, hai tay gio ra phia trudc, tua ho nhw dang bung
bé thir gi do, nhung lic nay hai tay nhirng nguoi khong 16 da nay déu trong khong. Phia trén
canh ctra nho ma ho budc vao 1a vo s6 hinh anh, nhing nét vé mau den khac hoa rat ro rang
hang doan nd 1¢ bi danh dap lung vac vat ndang dang 1€ budc trén con duong tuwong trung cho
mé cung. Nhu'ng ké dang danh dap no 1, 1a mot dam st gia dia nguc dau do1, than hinh khang
khiu nhon hoat nhu cdy xwong rong. Anh mit hung hin clia dam st gia dia nguc, vé kinh hoang
thanh khan ctia cac nd 18, moi dong tac va nét mat déu duoc khic hoa ti mi. Phia sau cac n6 1€
va doc cong, mot vi than khong lo ng01 ngay ngan vé bang cac dwong nét den lanh, moéi dudi
chia rong chay s¢, vong ngoai miéng do ruc nhw Ira, mat den kit, tir hai h6c mat veon ra mot
soi chi den keo dai xudng ma. Theo nhw phan tich cua gido sw Phtrcrng Téan, day co6 1€ chinh la vi
da than cai quan tang dia nguc thtt bay cua ngwdi Maya.



Ky quai mot diéu 1a, phia sau lung vi than cai quan dia nguc, con vé mot hinh twong quai di
dang ding. Trac Moc Cwdong Ba quan sat can than cam thay rat glong voi Pau trau Mat ngua
cua Trung Quoc Gido sw Phuong Tan cling noi: “Ky la that, méi tang déu c6 vi than nay, la than
nao ma con ¢ ngodi cao hon ca than cai quan dia nguc nhl? Lai con khéng tim th4y hinh dnh nao
trong kho dit liéu nita, moi nguwdi thay hinh 4nh nay gidng cai gi khong?”

Bu'(rng Man néi: “Trong giong trau, nhung khong c6 sitrng, trong gidng ngwa, nhung tai lai
khong giéng.”

Trac M6c Cwong Ba vui vé reo 1én: “O? Em ciing nghi giong anh 3, Pau triu Mit ngua.”

Lat ma A La lic dau néi: “Pau trau Mit ngua 1a cai nguc dwoi dia nguc trong truyen thuyet
ctia Trung Qudc, dwong nhu khong lién quan gi toi van minh chiau My, hon nita dia vi ciing
khong the cao nhw vy dwoc, chic la mot vi than khac théi.”

Ngay phia trudc bon ho, 1a mot birc tuong tron nhan cd khac v6 so ranh ngang, moi ranh déu
rat siu, thoat nhin trong rat giong mot tim bang cha quan ao dung ding lén. Gido sw Phuong
Tan va lat ma A La van dang ban ron chup lai cac hinh anh ky la trong dai sanh vao may tinh.
Trac Moc Cwong Ba thic mic: “Puong dau?”

Puong Man chi vao nhitng ranh ngang trén tuong, Trac Méc Cuong Ba thét lén: “Pay ma la
duong u?” Nhing ranh ay chi nhé ra khoi mat twong chirng muoi centimet, muon ding virng
trén 4y da khé khan 13m roi, khoang cach lai cao nhuw thé, 1am sao ma tréo lén dworc.

Lat ma A La x4ch chiéc dén pha, no6i voi Trac Moc Cwong Ba: “Chinh né day, ching t6i goi la
thang treo, mé&i dau nhin thi c6 vé khé, chit thuc ra dé leo lam.”

Pay la lan dau tién Trac Moc Cuong Ba trong thay loai cau _thang buéng mot géc chin muoi
do nhw vay, nhirng bac thang nhay hoan toan song song v&i mat dat, trong chang khac gi nhirng
rang cua nho ra trén mat tuwong ca. Giao su Phuong Tan dang ban diéu chinh géc dd, khong
budn dé y téi Trac Moc CLro'ng Ba, chi néi: “Hai ting dwdi ching toi cling treo 1én nhvf Vay ca
day, cau tréeo mot Ian 1a b1et ngay thoi.” Ké do lai quay sang thao luan voi lat ma A La, “Ngai
xem, day cling 1a hinh anh cta vi da than cai quan tang thir bay ” “Tay Ong ay cam cai gi vay?”

Khong ro, cho anh sang manh hon mdt chut di, dd phan giai cila webcam nay hoi thap, Ian'sau
toi sé doi cai tot hon...

buong | Man thu xép xong cic may moc, budc qua tro chuyén voéi Trac Moc Cuong Ba: “Thuyc
ra, anh ctt coi nhw leo vach da khong c6 day an toan la dwoc thdi. Vi cc phién da o day dwoc
ghép rat chac, gido sw noi, co 1€ nguoi Maya da dung mot loai chat két dinh glong nhuw bin
nﬁao vay,dglu'a cac tang da khong 16 gan nhuw khong c6 ké hé, ca to gidy mong ciing khong thé
nhét vao duoc

Trac Moc Cwong Ba lo lang noéi: “Vach da nay cling hon ngan nam tudi roi, nho bi phong hoa
roi thi lam sao? O’ day lai cao nhu thé, roi tir trén dy xuéng thi khong phai tro dua dau.”

Puong Man mim cwoi: “Anh clr yén tam di, chat liéu da trang nay tot 1am, khéng hé c6 ddu
tich bi phong hoa gi ca. Nay, anh dung di lung tung day.” Trac Moc Cudng Ba bat binh: “Sao ha?
Xem théi ciing khong dwoc a?”

buong Man noi: “Trudc khi gido Sw va dai sw hoan thanh, tot nhat ching ta khong nén di bira,
ngd nho dung phai chét bay thi sao.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba noi: “Anh cling trai qua huin luyén dac biét glong moi ngudi ma, dwong
nhién ciing biét can than, dirng coi anh nhw ngwdi nghiép dw thé chit.”

Luc nay, gidao sw Phuong Tan lén tiéng: “Cho anh sang tu lai mot chit téi xem nao, ngay bén
trén nay la gi vdy, dung, dung, 6i chao, khong xong roi! Xu'o'ng so!” Gido suw Phuong Tan kéu lén.
bung lic nay, mot chan Trac Moc Cu'(rng Ba khong hiéu giam len th gl phlen da bén dudi hoi
thut xudng, ca gian dai sanh rung lén, phat ra nhitng tiéng “ram ram ram” nhu may méc
chuyén dong.



Giao sw Phuong Tan tirc khac hoi pht dau: “Cuwong Ba, ciu chay ra dé lam tro gi diy? Gidm
phai cai gi roi, con khong mau chay di!”

‘Trac Moc Cuong Ba ngd nguoi, noi: “To6i lam sao biét duoc!” Chot thdy lat ma A La dang lao
vé phia g3, roi 6m cad ngudi ga bo nhao xudng dit 1an hai vong.

Trac Moc Cwo'ng Ba kinh ngac thét: “Lam sao vay!?” Lat ma A La dirng 1én noi: “Quai that, bay
chét kiéu gi vay?” Dot nhién mot tleng dong lon vang len phia trén canh ctra ho vira budc ra
khéi mé cung, chop mat da c6 mot tang da lon roi xuong, bit k1n duong lui, k& do lai c6 tiéng
“huych huych” trén cao vang t&i. Gido s Phwong Tan kéu 1én: “Nhanh 1én! Tréo 1én nhanh l1én!
Clra da tang trén dang khép lai kia!”

Bon nguoi gio moi tinh ra, voi vang glam Ién cac bdc thang treo treo lén trén. Trac Moc
Cwong Ba tréo nhanh nhét, g 1a ngudi dau tién 1én téi ting trén, lat ma A La theo sat phia sau.
Vura leo 1én, Trac Moc Cuong Ba lap tirc quay nguoi lai, kéo Du'crng Man Ién trén, giao su
Phwong Tan van ¢ bén dudi, woc ching cling phai con chuc mét nita madi lén téi noi. Vira ndy
lic treo Ién thi khong cam thay gi, gio cdi nhin Xuong, khong ngo lai thay chong mat chong
may. Thang treo nay hoara phai cao hon ndm chuc mét, lic ndy nhin xuéng dudi, ngoai muoi
meét, chi c6 mot vung den kit nhw du'crl vuc sau, khién nguoi ta khong khoéi ron téc gay. Lat ma
A La khong ngirng 1am bam cau khan: “Nhanh len nhanh lén...

Trac Moc Cuong Ba ngang dau 1én nhin, gio méi phat hién, trén tran dai sdnh c6 mot tam
ludi khong 16 bang kim loai gan day mii nhon lic nay dang cham cham dich chuyen xuong
dwdi, con vi tri noi bon ho dang dirng, cling c6 mot canh ctra da dang tur tw ha xuéng, am thanh
“huynh huych" chinh'1a do no phat ra. Gido sw Phlrcrng Tan deo may tinh xach tay sau lung, leo
1én trong co vé rat vat va, véi toc do nay thi that kho maleo l1én kip dworc.

Trac Moc Cuong Ba ndn néng vo cung, 16n tiéng goi: “Thay gido! Nhanh Ién! Ném may tinh
di! Clra sap déng lai roi!”

Gido sw Phuong Tan ¢ bén duéi quat 1én: ‘D6 nhaii ranh, ciu glam 1én chét by, gior con mudn
toi virt may tinh di, vay khong phai chung ta toi cong dén day a!” Trac Moc Cwong Ba bat an
kéu 1én: “Nhung ma, tinh mang quan trong hon ch.”

Gido sw Phwong Tan van gitr nguyén téc do bo, vira tréo vira néi: “Nhin ma hoc hoi xem céi gi
goi la dong dbi phoi hop di.”

Chi thay khi ctra da ha Xuong con dod bang chiéu cao mot ‘nguoi, lat ma Ala va Puong Man
moi nguoi lay ra mot moc an toan dung khi leo vach da, chng vao khe truot clia ctra da, canh
ctra phat ra tleng rin rit, cuoi cung ciing chim cham dwng lai. Tam lwéi kim loai gan miii nhon
kia, dwong nhu ciing gan lién véi ctra da. Canh clra vira dirng lai, nd cling khong roi Xuong nira.
Chung mot phut sau, gido suw Phuong Tan méi bo 1én, thé hén hen noéi: “Trong mot nhom, co
nguoi thé luc tot, c6 nguoi gioi chuyén mén, phan cong hop tac, moi ngudi mot viéc, diy méi
goi la mot d01 C6 moi cai bay ma dd lam cau s¢ thé roi co a? Gap chuyén gi ciing phai binh
tinh, néng ndy khong suy nghi lam sao giai quyét duoc van dé?”

Long ban tay Trac Moc Cuong Ba dam mo hoi lanh, vira ndy ding 1a ngan can treo sgi toc, vay
ma may nguoi gido sw Phlro'ng Tan khong hé 16 vé so hii, ga khong khoi then muot mo h01 Chi
c6 buong Man la vo vo nguc thét 1én: “Nguy hiém qua, mac du d& hon cac bay rap & dang
trudc, nhung chau van lo dén tim dap thinh thich day nay.” Lat ma A La va Puong Man cung
buong tay, canh ctta da lai ti€p tuc cham cham khép Xuong. Nhin bay tam bd xwong kho dinh
trén tam ludi sit, Trac Moc Cudng Ba tw biét, minh da bé I& rat nhiéu co hoi ting cudong kién
thirc.

Trac Moc Cuong Ba noi: “Tai sao phal dong canh clra nay la17 C dé no ket & day c6 phai tot
hon khong, vay thi khong c6 thém nguwdi ndo chét & day nira.”

Lat ma A La néi: “Co quan bay rap & day déu néi lién v6inhau, néu khong dé ctra da | nay dong
lai, khdng chirng phia sau c6 canh ctra ndo d6 khong mé ra dwoc, dén ltic 4y lai phai vong tré vé



dong ctra thoi”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba suc nho dén 1oi lat ma A La da noéi, kinh ngac thotlén: ‘Khong phai nguoi
Maya con chua cd ca cong cu bang dong thau hay sao? Day Tam lwéi nay, 1é nao khéng phai
bang kim loai?”

Lat ma A La néi: “Pung la ho khong biét ché luyén doéng thau, nhung ta khong c6 noi ho
khong cé ché pham kim loai ma. Nguwdi Maya rdt gioi budn ban, ho cé thé giao dich trao do6i véi
nhitng noi khac, doi vé cac ché pham kim loai, chung to6i da gh1 chép lai diéu nay roi, gior hay
xem chung ta nén di dwong nao trwéc da.”

Chi thay khi canh clra da kheép lai, bon ho llen ¢ trong mot khong gian kin hinh ban nguyét,
trén birc twong phia trwdce, 6 nam canh cbng vom, moi cong déu cao hon nam mét, dwong bén
trong rong rai trai dai, téi den nhw murc, khong nhin thay dau bén kia. Pa c6 kinh nghiém mot
lan, Trac Moc Cuong, Ba khong dam di la1 lung tung nira, chi thin nguwoi ra nhin gido sw Phu*crng
Tan cui dau doc cuon s6 ghi chép cua Pieri trong may tinh. Chot nghe giao sw kéu “a” mot
tiéng, mat tron tron lén, ba nguoi con lai 11en chum dau vao. Cuén sé cua Pieri khong 1éch
kKhong nghiéng, vira hay thiéu dung mot doan & gitta nhw bi mot dn, phia sau viét “toi di trén
161 dai thenh thang...”, phia truérc 1a “ban chong ken két 4p xudng, bén trén ghim may bo xwong

trang...”

LatmaALa gio tay 1én to y cam chju: Xem ra, chi con cach tu tim dudng thoi, tAng nay chic
1a dia nguc do nit than Mat trang cai quan roi.”

Gido sw Phuong Tan gat gat dau: ‘ ‘Dung vay. Nt than Mat trang Ix Chel, nang cling gidng anh
trai minh, la mot vi than hai mat. Khi ¢ Thién gi61i, nang 12 mot cb gai d1u dang xinh dep, la anh
trang mém mai nhlr nwéc; con khi & dia nguc, nang lai héa than thanh mot mu gia hung ac, mai
técla vo s6 con ran cudn tron, trén lung la b6 xwong ngwoi khung khiép quan chang vao nhau
tay chan deu héa thanh Vuot thu sac nhon, 1d rdn doc trén dau phun xu6ng dia nguc nhu'ng
ngon ltra c6 doc, con binh st trén tay nang tudn ra nuéc 1t cudn cudn. Thily than va Héa than &
bén canh cho nang sai khién, vé sau ngwoi ta goi N than Mat trang dwoi dia nguc la Ba Gia
Vuot Ho, con dia nguc tang thi sau nay la dia nguc ctia nwéc va Itra.”

Lat ma A La giai thich thém: “Thuc ra, phai goi la dia nguc cua bang va ltra méi ding, nhung
vl ring ram nhiét d¢i nay khong co bang, vay nén mai dién héa thanh nwéc. Cic hon ma & ting
dia nguc thtr sau nay, vi khi con song da phi bang hdm hai nguoi khac, phong hoa dot nha,
thong gian, tu tién pha thai ma bi day xuong day, chiu dlrng sw day doa cua bdng va ltra, b1
ngam trong dong nudc x6i mot tram nam muwoi nam, roi lai bi thiéu dot trén Iira néng mot
tram nim muwoi ndm méi duoc tré vé dia nguc luan hoi. Mot ngay trong dia nguc Maya bang

mot ndm alautun) trén thé gian cua ho. bia nguc that dang s¢.” Nhing nguoi con lai, ké ca
giao su Phwong Tan, déu khong y thirc duoc, thir dang so ma lat ma A La dang néi t&i khong
phai la dia nguc ctia ngwdi Maya, ma la...

Lat ma A La néi: “Hinh vé phia trén con duong da chi huwdng cho ching ta roi, nhitng dwong
tron dong tAm mau den, twong trung cho cai chét muc rira, con dwong nay khong thé di dwoc.”

Gido sw Phwong Tan ngwdc dau lén: “Dém den, twong trung cho 6n dich, con duwdng nay cling
khong thé di dwgc.”

Puong Man néi: “Ché chdu bén nay cé miii gido, dao di.” Gido sw Phwong Tan lic dau:
“Twong trung cho sy tan sat, cling khong dworc.”

Lat ma A La nhin hai canh c6ng cudi cung, chi vao cai & trwéc mat minh: * ‘Mau tuoi, trai tim,
twong trung cho sw hy sinh, day la con dwdng dang hién, chic ciing khong phai né dau.”

Vay la chi con lai con duwong ¢ trudc mdt Trac Moc Cwong Ba. Ga néi: “Nhung ¢ day c6 mot
conran lon ma.”

Gido sw Phwong Tan buwéc 1én trwée, néi véi Trac Moc Cwong Ba: “Chinh 1a né réi.”



Puong Man ciing néi theo: “Than Ridn Mua, 1a vi thin dwoc ngwdi Maya sung bai nhit, né
mang mua t&i, khién vu mua béi thu.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba ciing buéc theo. Phia trén con dwong lat gach nay 1a tran hinh vom, trong
giong nhu mot dwong ham xuyén nui khong 16 vay, bén vach da vé day cac hinh giong nhu &
dia nguc tang thit bay, toan nhitng canh twong hon ma chiu dwng hinh phat tham khoc trong
dia nguc bang hoa. Bon ngwoi di dwgc chimmg muwoi phut ma van chwa hét con dwong, phia
trwére lai vong tdi ti€ng “ret ret ret ret”. Gido sw Phwong Tan dirng buéec, thip giong néi: “Pang
trwédre c6 sinh vat, dwa den pha cho t6i.”

Lat ma A La nghiéng tai lang nghe, ndi: “Con vat nay khong nho dau, khoang cach gitra chi
truedrc va chi sau it nhat cling phai hai mét. Thé trong c6 1é phai hon tam tram can.”



”2 .
Lwra dia nguc

bau tién, Trac Moc Cwong Ba nghi téi con vat lon khong ra lon, trau khong ra trau mmh gap
phai trong rirng, 1€ nao trong dia cung nay ciing c6 thi ay7 Gido sw Phwong Tan noi: “Chuln bi
san sang wngpho néu né chan duong tién cua chung ta roi xong toi, moi nguoi phai kip thoi
nhay tranh.” Ong dwa mot khau sing luc cho Trac Moc Cuong Ba, va néi: “Chi c6 hai vién dan,
bat ké 1a thit gi, néu né xdng téi phai nham vao chd yéu hai ma ban.” Trac Mdc Cuong Ba gat
gat dau.

Gido sw Phwong Tan diéu chinh lai quing sang ctia dén pha, thd hit ra mot tiéng: “Hy vong
no khong lao toi.”

Tru anh sang chiéu ra, may ngwoi bon Trac Moc Cwong Ba nhin thay trong béng toi lap l6a
chép nhay mot doi mat sang ruc, to nhw cai béng dén. Con vat khong lo kia ro rang ciing bi
chim sang bat nger d6 1am cho giat ban minh, quay dau bd chay lam ca duong ham rung 1én
binh bich. Giao sw Phwong Tan thay vay, voi vang lay may quay ra, chi tiéc la da qua mudn,
man hinh may tinh chi hién ra mét cdi méng to nhw mong voi va chiéc dudi vira to vira dai.

Nhung trong khoanh khac chum sang hat ra dy, Trac Moc Cwong Ba van cdm nhan duoc mot
cach v6 cung ro rét, doi mat chép chop nhuw bong den ay, anh mat do toatlén vé tham lam, d01
khat, thu han, oan doc”, ga biét ro, chi c6 motloai dong vat méi sé hiru cap mat va thit 4anh mat
ay, bon chung ton tai truére khi con nguoi xuat hién, va luén bi con nguoi coi la ké thu, trong
may triéu ndm lich s ti€n hoda cua nhan loai, cudc chién gitra loai nguoi va bon chung chua
bao gio tung gian doan. Hon nira, & Kha Kha Tay Ly, loai ~dong vat nay da day cho Trac Moc
Cwong Ba mot bai vé mon sinh vat hoc. Trong hang dong tdi tam sau hit 4 ay, bon ching co qudy
than hinh béo mup, dudi theo moi sinh vat song véi téc do khong tu'(rng, an sach tat ca sinh vat
chung bat gap trén duong di. Trac Moc Clro'ng Ba khong dam twong twong ra canh mot con
chuot c6 thé hinh cua loai voi, nhung do6i mat ga trong thay 4y, dich thue mwoi mwoila déi mit
ti hi chi loai chudét méi cé.

Giao sw Phwong Tan noi: “Pugc r01 néu no da s¢ anh sang, ching ta ct di tlep con duong
nay, nhung phai hét strc canh gidc méi duoc. Cedng Ba a, Cwong Ba, c6 nghe t6i noi gi khong?
Cau dang nghi gi th&? Ciu phu trach sw an toan cho ca d01 chung ta day, cau can phai cadnh gidc
hon nita mé&i duwoc.”

Theo chan con Vat khong ro tén kia, bon nglrm deé dit tién 1én phia trwdc, bdng nhién Dudong
Man thip giong ho: “Phia trudc c6 anh sang.’

Gido sw Phu'0'ng Tan gat dau: “C4n than, moi ngwoi tat hét dén di, c6 18 con c6 nguwoi khac
tién vao day nira.

Bon nguoi cang di vé phia trwdc, anh sang cang ré hon, nhung tréng thé nao cling khong
glong anh sang phat ra tr cac loai dén pha deén chiéu. Cung voi anh sang moi ldc mot manh,
mot lubng khi néng cang luc cang ro rét ham hip pha téi mat moi nglrm lat ma A La kéu lén:

“Chi so khong phai c6 ngwdi ndo, ma la 4nh sang von cé & ting nay thoi.”

Ba nguoi gio moi swe nho'ra, tang nay la dia nguc ctia nwdc va ltra, thé nhung, ngon Iira nao
co thé chay suot mot ngan nam ciing khong tat? Trac Moc Cuong Ba cling swc nhé ra bai hat
cia Babatou: “Bon ho dot 1én ngon Itta thiéng chay van nam khong tit, d€ cung dién ciia Ah Puh
dwoc anh sang chiéu roi.”

Giao sw Phwong Tan bit may tinh 1én: “D€ t6i tra ciru dit liéu.” Trong cudn s6 ghi chép, Pieri
da miéu ta nhu sau, “T6i nhw bi nwong trong dia nguc (thleu) qua thuc hét strc khAm phuc tri
tué cia nguoi Maya (thleu) toi nghi, tang nay chdc c6 mot cach dac biét nao diy dé di lén, baoi
vi ldc truot xuong, toi suyt nira thi nga gay xwong. Ho khong thé khong dé lai thir gi d6, néu
khong, chinh ho cling khéng c6 cach gi ma lén duoc.”

Lat ma A La thap giong néi: “Xem ra, chinh Pieri cling khéng tim dwoc cach 1én trén. Chi e



chinh vi & ting nay khong thé leo 1én dwoc nira, 6ng dy mai tiép tuc lan tim xuéng dwdi cling
nén.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba khéng dong y: “Chua chic, bon doi vira ndy dy, chang 1& khéng phai
chung cling bay tir day ra hay sao?”

Lat ma A La mim cuoi: “Cé mot diém khong thé quén, bon doi bay vao, con chiing ta thi di ra
dé’y.n

Puwong Man voi 1én tiéng: “Duoc roi, moi ngwdi dirng tranh cai niva, di xem thi biét thoi.”

bi thém may budc nita, bwdc chan bon nguoi lién cham lai, glao sw Phuong Tan voi ldy may
quay ra, hwong vé phia ctra duong ham. Lat ma A La cam than: ‘Ky tich, ky tich & day duing la
v6 cung vo tan. That khong thé twdng twong ndi, sao ma ho 1am dwoc thé nhi?”

Mot ngon Itra bap bung chay phia trén clra dwong ham, tya nhw mot tinh linh c6 mang song
dang nhay mta. Khong phai mot ngon ltra nho nhw ngon nén, ma la ngon Itra bung bung, chay
cao hon bon mét, dirng cach may tram mét ciing cam thay luong nhiét ham hap téi. Cang dén
gan ctra ham, bon nguoi cang ngay ngan si mé. Toa chinh dién nay cham tré hoa 1§, vach twong
day bich hoa bai trf huy hoang thé nao khong can ndij, nhlrng chi liéc mot cai la da trong thay
ngay bén birc twong lwc s1than hinh khong 16 dang du*ng thang. Bon vi luc si nay cao phai hon
hai chuc mét, trén dau doi mot cai mii trong giong nhw 16 chau mai trén Van Ly Trwong Thanh,
hai m&t hinh thoi, con nguoi nghiéng vao trong, miéng ha to, khoe miéng xoan lai trong nhu
ham rau quai non, tai nhw quai am, trén ngwoi mac chién giap, dang vé uy phong 1am liét vd
cung, khong n ma oai, nhung digu lam ngudi ta liéc thiy ho ngay, chinh l1a chiu lrra chay sang
trén tay ho. Ca bon lwc sT cung gio cao hai tay, nang mot cai chau khéng 16 bang kim loai,
duwong kinh méi chau déu khoang chirtng ba mét, Itra chay rirng ruc bén trong, chiéu sang ca
khong gian tAng thi sdu nay.’

Trac Moc Cuong Ba buéc téi dudi chan may luc s, trong ga con chua cao bang chiéc giay cua
ho nita, chdm chu nhin chiéc chiu tron khong 15 bén trén, thot 1én véi giong twa nhw khong
dam tin 13 that: “La thit gi ma chay dwoc lau thé?”

Vi da c6 4nh Itra, mii chi€u sang ctia bon nguoi déu khong can thiét nira, c bon cat hét di, roi
quan sat ky lai mot luot tang dia nguc thir sau nay. Dai sanh ho dang du'ng day cd 1€ la khu vy
trung tam cua tang Pia nguc thit sau, boi gitra dai sanh 1a mot birc twong khong 16 ctia nit than
Mat trang. Vi ni than | hung di ctia chén dia nguc nay ro rang la da dwoc my hoa, mac du trén
dau nang van c6 vo so ran doc dang bo nhung nhuc, nhung twéng mao thi khong hé x4u xi, ma
toat 1én vé dam nha diu dang nhw anh trang, doi mat hlen hoa hoi hwong xuong duwdi, tua nhu
Quan Thé Am Bo T4t, khién nguoi & dudi ngwdce 1én c6 cam giac nhw niv than dang cham cht
nhin minh. Ma rong miii cao, day la vé dep truyén thong nhit cda nguoi Maya. Mot ban tay ni
than cdm binh nwéc chira dal hong thuy, tay kia cAm Song dau xa trugng, trén vai trai cua ni
than, con c6 mot con chim dang dau, nhung nhin k¥ lai, thi d6 1a mot btrc twong than dau nguoi
than chim. Tron brc twong nir than Mit trang co 18 cao hon mudi lAam mét, vi thé hinh cla
nang trong thap hon b6n birc twong lwce si & xung quanh. binh dau lwc si van con cich mai vom
chirng muwoi met, ngon lira chay hu'ng huc nhu thé, vy ma cling khong thay trén mai vom cé
dau hiéu bi hun khoi nao. Phan dau cta twong nir than chiém t&i mot phan ba ca birc twong,
b&i mai toc do bui ran doc cudn thanh kia, moi con déu van veo nhw chuyen dong, m01 con déu
16n nhw méang xa, duoi anh sang cuia ngon ltra, toan b déu nhu dang con song vay. Khi nhin
twong nie than, rat tw nhién sé chu y dén mai vom phia trén dam twong ran khong 16, bén trén
con c6 mot miéng hé 16n hinh vudng, c6 vé nhuw 1a théng 1én tang trén.

Ba nguoi con laji déu kinh ngac nhin bon birc tuong luc s khong 16 va nir than Mat _trang, duy
chi minh lat ma A La 1a kinh hii truéc bire twong dau nguoi minh chim trén vai ni than Mat
trang, cling chi c6 thi lwc cia 6ng méi nhin ra dwgc, diu cda bic ttro'ng dau ngwdi minh chim
4y co tdi hai b mit. Cong ménh di€uld)... hoa than cla nguwoi Maya va cong ménh diéu gidng
nhau nhu vay hay sao7 Khoéng, khong lam dworc, toa dia cung nay tram phan tram chinh Ia noi
ching ta muon tim roi.



Giao sw Phuwong Tan nhanh chong tim dwoc thong tin trong may tinh, qua nhién Pieri c6
miéu ta.. “To6i roi vao dam ran khong 16, lic 4 ay so suyt chét, con tuong rang minh roi dung vao
0 tran lén. Sau d6 méi phat hién, thi ra tat ca déu 1a twong da. Toi roi Vao dau mot birc twong
nit than, bén phia Itra chay hirng huc tat cd déu nhw chén luyén nguc véy...

Poc téi doan nay, lat ma A La chot thot 1én: “Héng roi, cao nhw vay, ching ta lam sao 1én
dwoc bay gio?”

Gido su Phlrcrng Tan noi: “Tam thoi cling chua gap 1dm. D& xem xét noi nay trudc roi ban
chuyén do sau.” Twong nir than Mt tring & ngay gitra dai sanh, bén lwc si ding dwa vao bon
birc twong. Con ¢ ngay trudc mat birc twong nit than, 1a nam buc bai té hinh thang cao chirng
ba mét, dai rong déu hon chuc mét, trong rat giéng phan nén cia mot kim tw thap Maya nho.
Trén bén buc bai té xung quanh con co bon twgng nguoi cao ching ba bon mét, trang strc trén
dau rat don gian, bd mat trong nhu chim cy, tat ca déu huong mat vé phia buc bai té & giita.
BOn nguoi buoc 1én bugc, lién phat hién ra & gitra buc lai c6 cac bac thang hudng xuong dudi,
hinh thanh nén mot hinh kim tw thap nguoc, sau toi ca chuc met. Giao sw Phuong Tan xuong
dén tan cung, roi 1ay ch01 16ng lam sach phan mép clia mat phang rong chung bon mét vuong
dy, sau do phan tich: “Nhin nay, phan nén nay tach ra véi bon vach, chac la co quan by chot gl
do6, nhé ki, ché c6 giam 1én ddy. Ching ta xem tiép nhitng noi khac thé nao da.”

Lat ma A La ciing phat hién ra diéu gi do. Ong 1ay cai nhip kep l1én mot nhum glong nhw soi
bong: ‘ Day c6 1€ la thuc vat gi day, bi kho hét ca roi, chi con lai mot it vat chat dang soi.” Puong
Man noéi: “Trén bac thang ciing c6 nay.”

Chang may chdc da tham do xong ca toa dai sanh, ngoai chét bay & buc bai té chinh gitra tam
thoi chua ai dam dong tdira, bon nguoi deu khong c6 phat hién gl khac. Lat ma A La néi khong
hé sai, lii doi biét bay, vi viy nén ching c6 thé bay qua cai 16 to tudng trén tran dan lén ting
trén kia mot cach de dang. Con bén nguoi bon ho thi chi biét tron mat Ién nhin, du ¢6 ding 1én
dinh dau twong nit than, cling khong thé nhay mot ci cao muwdi may mét duworc.

Hai phia Dong Tay cua dai sanh moi bén c6 mot canh clra 16n, hanh lang cing dai rong nhu
con duong dan vao day, dai sanh & gitra cach hai gian sanh hai bén chirng tram budc chan; hai
gian sanh hai bén ciing to 1on hung vi nhuw dai sanh ¢ gitra, trén khung ctra da hinh vom khic
day hoa van u6n luwon ngoan ngoeo, khlen nguoi ta khong sao nén noi tleng thot kinh ngac
song lai cling khong thé nao hiéu duoc y nghia ciia ching. Trong hanh lang cling c6 cac dia den
nhé nhw ngon dudc, Itra chay bap bung, Trac Moc Cuong Ba mudn xem cho r6 rot cudc la thir gl
dang chay, nhung suyt chit nira thi bong ca tay. Hai gian sanh hai bén nay ciing van c6 twong
lyc sT & cac bén twong, tay bung chau ltra 16n, nhung gitra sanh thi c6 mot twong da cao chung
ba mét, tay cam mot loai vii khi giong cay gido ma khong phai gido, glong dinh ba nhung cling
khong phai dinh ba. O ph1a Nam hai gian sanh hai bén Dong Tay, moi bén cling c6 mot gian
sanh khdc, btrc twgng dat gitta sanh cua hai gian nay da bién doi, tir tuwong dung chuyen thanh
tuong nam, tréng giong mot phu ni, ky la mot diéu la, trong long ho cling van 6m thw vii khi
quai di kia, nhin chang hai hoa chit nao. Tlep tuc hu'crng vé phia Nam, van con dwong ham toi
om nhuw muec, vi trong duong ham khoéng c6 anh ‘dén Itra nita, nén gido sw Phwong Tan cho rang
khong gian trong ay co 1€ khong lon 13m, vi tang nay it nhat da phai phan ra mot nira khong
gian chia cho bon con dwong tugng trung cho tu vong ¢ gian sanh hinh ban nguyét roi. Hon
nira, bén trong rat cé kha nang co con vat khong 16 khong biét tén kia, tam thoi cho nén kinh
dong dén no, giv tot nhat 13 c tim kiém cho ky trong ndm gian sanh nay da, néu qua thuc
khong phat h1en gi cd d6i m&i tiép tuc tién vao con dwong toi tam Ay.

Sau mot hoi tim kiém Ky lwdng, ho phat hién ra, ngoai gian dai sanh & gitra, hai phin ba phia
trieéc mat san cia bon gian sanh con lai déu c6 ddu vét dit giy ro rét. Gido su Phwong Tan va
lat ma Ala nghién cru can than, cho rang vet dirt gdy nay chinh la mot ch1ec van khong 16, chi
can khéi dong chét bat, bén chiéc van nay sé bi mé ra, nhung cai chét d6 & dau, bon canh ctra
nay co tac dung gi thi khong ai ro hét.

Theo y clia gido sw Phwong Tan, cai chdt ndy chic phai & trong gian dai sdnh & gitta, vi ngudi



Maya c6 dai khong thé lam cho co quan bay chét qua dbi reom ra phirc tap, noi dong m& chic
cling 1a noi noi bat. Vi vay, bon nguoi lai trg vé gian dai sanh & gita. Két cau & day hoi phirc tap
mot chit, bén vach twong 1a bon lyc st khong 16 dang dwa lung, nam cai buc bai té thi trén bon
buc c6 twong ngudi, phia trudc buc bai t& con c6 mdt birc tuong nir than Mt triang nita. Gido
sw Phuong Tan bao voi moi nguoi, chot khéi dong co quan c0 1€ & ngay trén nhu’ng birc twong
nay, chi co diéu ca dam tuwong nay deu hoi to qua, mudn tim duoc ch6t mé qua thuwc khong hé
dé chuat nao. Moi nguoi lién phan cong cong viéc, moi nguoi kiém tra Ky luong mot birc twong,
Trac Moéc Cudng Ba cay minh tai cao gan 16n, da bam vio vat 4o twong nit than Mat tring, tréo
1én cao.

Ga tréo mot mach Ién vai nit than, thir lay dong pho twong mat ngwoi than chim, nhung hai
bitc twong déo lién khéi, lam sao lay dong duoc. Trac Moc Cucrng Ba thay vay van chua du, lai
giam lén tai nir than tréo Ién dinh dau nang, du'ng trén vo s6 hinh twong ran doc to nhw con
tran gid, ddo mat quan sat bon phia. Phat hién dau tién cta g la vi thdn Pau trau Mat ngua
trén bich hoa gio da duoc tac thanh tuong da, dirng ngay trén dau nit than, than thai nhu the
minh ta doc ton trong coi troi dat nay vay. Hai tai pho tugng nay hinh vuéng, trong ciing giong
sirng trau bi cwa dirt, mat 16i ra nhw mét trau, phan bung tron to nhu thung nuwérc, déi chan thi
tir ban chan téi bap chan to déu nhu nhau, giong hai cai don bang da hon. Birc twong nay chi
cao bang nguoi thuong, lai a 4n gitra ddm twong ran, It rdn uén lwon xung quanh, khom minh
nhuw thé hét sirc cung kinh.

Trac Moc Cwong Ba ngay nguoi quan sat trong giay lat, 14y 1am khé hiéu trwéc vi than con
ton quy hon ca than cai quan dia nguc nay, nén van minh Maya d6 tan lui qua som, khién cho
ngay nay tat ca déu chi cé thé ‘dwa vao suy doan. G3 lic dau thé dai, sau d6 cui nhin xuong
dwdi, chi thdy miy nguwoi bon gido suw Phwong Tan déu nhé nhw hat dau van dang ti mi kiém
tra nhu'ng birc twong da con lai, cling khong ai dé y thay ga tréo cao dén vdy; lai quan sat bon
phia quanh day, Itra ndng chay phtrng phung, twa ho dang truc t1ep nwong ga 1én vay, vi tri nay
ngang tam nguc bon lyc si, nhin bon cai dau to twéng cla ho, ga c6 cam giac khoang cach vo
cung gan, tuwong chtrng chi cAn nhic chan thdi 1a da buéc qua roi vay; ngang dau nhin lén,
miéng ho hinh vudng trén dinh trong to lon khac thuong, cai ho nay cling phal dén 'bay tam
met vudng, tr khodng cach nay ngudc nhin, vach bén cua ho duwong nhu rat mong, wéc chirng
chua dwoc mot centimet. Trac Moc Cwong Ba nheo mat quan sat, phat hién ché miéng hé cd
tha xuéng mot doan day leo, lai hoi giong nhu day thiung, trong long tham kinh ngac ty nhu:

Chang 1& khi trwdc tir trén miéng ho nay co thang day tha xuong7 Thoi gian lau qua nén da
muc rira hét ca r6i? Néu qua 1a vay, ching ta lam sao 1én dwoc?” Sau do ga lai nghl: “Khong
dtng, néu nhw c6 thang day, bat ke 1a thit gi, it nhat né c6 muc rita thi ciing phai roi xuong bén
duwdi, nhung bon ta c6 phat hién gi duoi do dau, ching qua cling chi tim dwoc mot vai soi thuc
vat ¢ gitra buc bai té kia, ma néu roi tir day xudng, khong thé ndo roi vao trong buc bai té dworc,
rét cudc 1a thé nao day7"

Trac Moc Cuong Ba lai lay lay cai nay dong dong cai kia trén mai toc hinh ran cla nir thin
Mat trang, song ciing khong phat hién duoc gl. Ga 1ay lam thit vong, lic nay Duong Man bén
dudi cling dd nhan ra ga bién mat, dang lo lang 16n t1eng ho goi. Trac Méc Cuong Ba tho dai
mot t1eng, vO tay vao mot con ran d3, chuan bi leo xudng. Khong ngo, tay vira cham vao con
ran nay, cam giac mat lanh, da ran tho rap hon nhiing con ran khac rat nhiéu, lai con hoi dan
hoi nita. Trac Moc Cuong Ba lay lam ky quai, lai vo manh thém hai phat nira, con ran da kia dot
nhién ngoanh dau qua, d6i mat am tram lanh 8o nhin chdm chdm vao mait gi. Hoéa ra day la
maot con ran that!

Trac Moc Cuong Ba lam sao ngo duoc, gitta bao nhiéu con ran da nay, lai c6 mot con trdn
that 4n nup. Ga quén ca so hai, cling quén ludén bo chay, ct ban thin _ngay ra tai chd, dau 6c
xuat hién hién twong tam thoi tréng rong. Con tran nay khong hiéu cé phai da@ mé con ran da
nao, dang biéu 16 tinh cam thi bi Trac Moéc Cuong Ba pha mat chuyén tot, 1dy lam tic giln,
miéng ha lon, chuan bi lao bo vé phia g3, nhlrng hiém noi thé hinh né qua 16n, nhat thoi Itra
gidn clng che mo ca dau oc, cai dau to tudng lai ket gitra hai con ran da khéc, cach madt Trac
Moc Cwong Ba chi c6 may centimet, hoi thé tanh Iom pha ra lam gi dung dwa nhu muén nga.



Luc nay, Trac Mdc Cwong Ba mai co phan 1 urng, ga run ca ngwm ra strc lui vé phia sau ma quen
béng mat minh dang & dau, két qua than dwoi Iui moét budc, than trén cling ket cirng gitra cac
conran da, khong thé ct dong Con tran kia ra strc van veo than minh, toan riat dau ra khoi cho
ket, Trac Moc Cuong Ba cling xoay chuyen than trén hong len ra truedc, mot nguoi mot tran déu
dang lay 13c phan hong, hai gwong mat chi cach nhau c6 may centimet, ctt nhw 1a dang nhay
diéu rumba.

'Cudi cung, Trac Moc Cwong Ba ciing gidng ra dwoc trwdce. G lya theo khe hé y gitra nhirng con
ran da leo xuong phan ria dau nit than, bAm vao than mot con ran da truot xuong tai, roi tur tai
lai trwot xuong b0f vai birc twong, ke dé bam vao vat 4o nhanh nhen tut ti€p xudng du'ou vira
tut vira kéu 1én: “Dirng tim nira, toi ¢ day! Man Man, thay gido, chay nhanh lén! C6 con tran! No,
nd, n6é xuéng dén noi bay gio!”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba leo mot mach xudng dat, kéo tay gido sw Phwong Tan néi: “Chay mau,
chay mau, né t&i roi, né téi roi..

Gido su Phlrcrng Tan va lat ma A La danh mat nhin Trac Moc Cuong Ba, roi lai ngang dau nhin
Ién cap, sau d6 hoi: “Cau... cau khong nhin lam ddy cht?” “Cau c6 hoa mat khéng?” “Anh, hay Ia
anh van chwa khdi han?” Ngudi hdi cau cudi cung, lai chinh 1a Pwong Man.

Trac Moc Cwong Ba de dat ngoanh dau lai, tuong nir thdn van dung do, khoan thai ma trang
nghiém, anh mat dwong nhu cé vé gieu cot, nao co trdn co ran gi nita. Ga 14m bam noi: “Khong
thé 1nao, anh khéng thé nham duorc, no nhin chim cham vao anh mot luc lau, & ngay bén trén
do a ay Trong dam twong ran 4y, c6 mot con 1a that..” Ga con chua dirt 1, Puong Man da dua
tay s lén tran. Trac Moc Cuwong Ba cam thdy ré rang, ban tay c6 lanh toat, hon nita con dang
run ray khe khé.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba gat tay Pudng Man ra, trach méc: “Moi ngudi... khong tin toi sao?”

Gido su Phuong Tan tho dai: * Cu'crng Ba 3, chi c6 diéu, cau lic nay, so v&i phdn &ng lic tring
ddc lan dau tién, gan nhw gidng hét dé.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba vo dau bt tai, l[an dau tién trung doc 1a nhu thé nao ga da hoan toan
khong con an tuong gi nira. Puong Man danh an di: “Em... em tin anh ma. " Nhung giong c6
cling hét sirc mién cuwong. Boi luc Trac Moc Cuong Ba cd phan ung tring doc, ba nguoi ho da
phai ton rat nhiéu sic luc mcrl git chit dwoc ga lai, Itic ay ga ctt hét am hét 1 1én, hai tay khua
loan, khong ngung gao thét: “Li xac wop kia muon an thit t6i! Ching né mudn an thit toi!
Chung né dén roi, chay mau, chay mau, dén roéi...

Gido sw Phuong Tan noi: “Puoc r01 ching ta ctr chuin bi dién cao ap di, neu dung la that thi
con doi phé dwoc.” Nghe 6 Ong noi vay, buong Man lién 14y trong ba 16 ra mot cai hop nho trong
nhu roi dién phong bon sam s cua cac co gai, chi to hon bao thudc 1a mot chat. Co liéc nhin tin
hiéu trén hop, doan noéi: “Chi dung dwoc mot 1an, hét pin roi.”

Gido sw Phuong Tan noi: “Paroi. bén gior chung ta van chua co phat hién gi mai, toi dinh thw
cai kia xem thé nao.’ Ong chi tay vao buc bdi té, doan noéi tiép: “0’ doé khong c6 xuwong c6t hay
nhitng d4u vét khac, chacla chét tong Cau tudi tré lai khée manh nhat trong bon nguoi ching
ta, hdy thr glam 1én do, chung toi sé budc day an toan cho cau, néu co gl khong ¢ 6n hay chay lén
that nhanh. T6i da nghlen ctru ky roi, xung quanh khong co vé gila c6 bay rap nguy hiém chét
nguoi ca, cung 13m ciing chi 13 dwéi san nha phat ra am khi cong kich thoi, chi can cau chay ra
khéi buc bai t& dworc thi sé khong con nguy hiém nira.”

Vé diu lau xwong cot, Trac Moc Cuwong Ba da nghe may nguoi gido sw Phwong Tan giai thich,
day la kinh nghiém tich lily duoc & hai tang phia dwéi, pham la noi nao co6 xwong nguoi, qua
ntra la chd 4 ay c6 co quan chét bay chi mang, nhitng b xwong ay chinh la tiéu chi canh bao noi
nao nguy hiém. Xung quanh co quan c6 thé dap 1én bén trong buc bai té kia khong c6 xwong
c6t gi, d0 an toan ctia n6 co thé nang lén téi nam muoi phan tram, mac du la thé, song bon giao
sw Phwong Tan ciing chudn bi hét sttc chu ddo, trudc dé da dung ba 16 dé thit, nhung chac 1a
khong du trong lwong, nén méi dinh dé Trac Moc Cuwong Ba mao hiém mot lan.



Sau khi budc diy an toan, Pudng Man din do ga vai cau, roi gido sw Phwong Tan hoi: “Chuin
bi xong chwa?”

Trac Moc Cudmg Ba dung ¢ bac thang cudi ciing bén trong buc béi t€, gat gat dau, roi theo 101
gido su Phu’crng Tan, trudc tién tho mot chan ra giam thu, khong c6 phan rng gi; sau do6 ga tao
gan hon, giam ca hai chan lén phlen da, ciing khong phan ung gi; nhay tai cho may luwot, cling
khong phan tng; ga dung strc giam Chan van khong c6 phan tng. Trac Moc Cudong Ba chia hai
tay, nhin vai chan nan. Gido sw Phuong Tan can than budc xuong, de lat ma A La va Puong
Man gitr day thimg, réi 6m Trac Moc Cuwong Ba cung nhay trén san, song nén nha van chi la nén
nha, khong hé nhich dong chut nao.

Gido sw Phuong Tan buong Trac Moc Cwong Ba ra, ng01 thup xuong, g0 bén nay roi nhin bén
kia, nghi hoac thot 1én: “Lé nao chung ta da doan sai?” Sau do, ca lat ma A La va Puong Man
cling xuong, bén nguoi cung dung trén phién da ay, song van khong hé cam giac ra dwoc c6 co
quan may méc nao dwoc khéi dong ca.

LatmaAlLa ng01 x6m bén mép phlen da, n6i: “Khong, khong sai dau, nhin vét tich cta phlen
da nay va cac mép xung quanh, no phai chlm xudng moi dung, chang 18 1a trong lwgng ctia bon
nguwoi ching ta van chwa dd w? Hay 1a bi gi sét & dau dé mat roi?”

Gido sw Phwong Tan ding day phui tay noi: “Thoéi bo di, xem ra chung ta chi con lai dwong
ham t6i tim kia dé di thoi, hinh nhw 1a di vé phia Nam gian sanh phia Pong, phai khong nhi?”

“Poi chat d3,” lat ma A La 1én tleng, “cho t6i xem may tlnh xach tay dwoc khong?” Giao sw
Phu'o'ng Tén lign dua may tinh cho 6ng. Lat ma A La lai néi: “Phia Nam gian sanh phia Péng va
gian sanh phia Tay, déu c6 mot gian sanh khac, trong do c6 hai btrc twong, nam c6 thé mo ra
xép chung mot cho duoc khong" Gido sw Phlro'ng Tan lién nhanh nhen sap xép cho hai birc
twong cung hién 1én trén man hinh. Lat ma A La néi: “Xem xem c6 gi khac khong!”

Gido sw Phwong Tan thot lén: “Khéng dat vao mot chd so sanh thi that khong thé nhin ra
duoc, phwong hwong va vi tri 6m v khi cua hai bitc twong ndm nay ching hai hoa chit nao,
sao la_u nhw vay cht nhi?”



Nwoc dia nguc

Lat ma ALa gat dau noéi: “Ngay luc dau trong théy hai bitc twong nam nay téi da thiy khong
on réi, nhung lai khong noi ra duoc cho nao bat binh thuong, cho toi khi ndy, nghe Cuong Ba
ho hét truot tu trén tuwong nie than xuong toi ma&i dé y téi mot van dé. Moi ngwdi nhin xem,
btrc twong trén vai nit than iy, da chu y thay chwa?”

Gido sw Phuwong Tan dap: “La hoa than ding khong, hoa than Tava, pho ta ntr than Mat trang
cai quan tang dia nguc thir sau, ddu ngwdi minh chim, la canh tay dic lwc ctia nir than.”

Lat ma A La lai n6i: “Né&u d4 1a canh tay dic luc, tay trai c roi, vay con tay phai dau?”

Gido su Phwong Tan tram ngam: “Y cta dai sw 13, thiy than, khéng thay thiy than cé phai
khong?”

Latma A La chi vao ngon ltra dang chay ‘Day la dia nguc cua nudc va lira, Itra - chung ta déu
trong thay roi, viy thi con nwéc dau?” Noi doan, 6ng lai li€c mit nhin twong da trén man hinh
may tinh.

Gido sw Phwong Tan lién hiéu ra: “Birc twong da nay, 1€ nao chinh Ia thiy than? A, phai roi, toi
nhé ra roi, tirng khai quat dwoc moét birc twong thiy than, twong tac thanh hinh mot phu nir
dang lay tay gat nwéc trong ho.”

Lat ma A La néi: “Khéng chi twong nam, ca hai birc twong dan 0 ong dirng trong hai gian sanh
con lai cling la thiy than, nhirng thiy than cé gid¢i tinh khdc nhau.”

Giao sw Phuong Tan reo 1én: “Vay thi co thé hiéu duoc roi, néu la thiy than, dang 1é trong tay
ho phai khong c6 vii khi méi ding, chinh 1a nhirng thir vl khi 4y lam chung ta hiéu lam, c6
nguoi cO y sap xép nhw vay!”

Lat ma A La gat dau: “Néu may mon vi khi nay khong phai cta thuy than... Ong nguoc lén
nhin bdn bitc tuong da trudc mdt, vira hay cling la bon bue, chiéu cao kich c& cling ngang
ngang nhau. Gido sw Phwong Tan va lat ma A La lién lap tirc kiém tra lai mot lwot cd bon bitc
twong ay.

Chi thoang sau do, gido sw Phwong Tan da phat hién trén canh tay dat sat nguoi cua may birc
tuong trong nhu vé s d6 c6 mot 16 nho, bi bun dat bit kin nén vira ndy kiém tra khong nhan ra
duwoc. Cai 10 nay tron vanh vanh. Lat ma A La tho ngén tay vao, bén trong nhu cé banh rang
bang kim loai. Ong ca murng reo len ‘Khéng sai dau, day chinh 14 chét khoi dong co quan roi.”
Gi4o su Phuong Tan lién néi ngay: “Ching ta mang b6n mén vii khi kia lai diy, cam vao trong
16 thtr xem, nhanh lén.”

Bon nguoi 11en chia ra hanh dong, Trac Moc Cwong Ba va lat ma A La mang Ve trudec tién, qua
nhién chd tay cam ctia thit vii khi 4y c6 két cdu ring cua chia ra ngoai, hoan toan khcrp Vi 10
trén tay tuong than. Trac Moc Cuong Ba dinh van tht, nhwng bi lat ma A La ngin lai: “Poi chut
da, phai vin ca bén thanh mot ldc méi dwoc.”

Giao su Phuong Tan ciing mang mon vii khi kia vé, cdm vao mot birc tuong khac, mai sau
buong Man m&i hi hyc tr¢ lai, nra kéo ntra 1€ tht vii khi dai thwcrt ay, trong vo cung vat va.
Trac Moc Cwong Ba voi chay téi giap co mot tay. Vira do lay moén vii khi twr tay Puwong Man, ga
chot nghe lat ma A La phia sau kéu lén: “Can than trén dau cé thit roi xuong' Trac Moc Cuong
Ba khong hiéu gi c3, lién thuan gio ludén thanh vii khi dé 1én, canh tay trAm xudng, hinh nhw vira
gat mot vat gi do vura 1on vira dai sang mot bén. DPén gior gd méi nhin ro, hda ra lai chinh la con
trin trén dau birc twong nir than khi ndy, hai tay khong tw chu dwgc ma khé run 1én. Cling may
lat ma A La chi néi can than trén dau, chi khong noi can than con trin, bang khoéng, luc nay ga
da bi con quai vat kia cuén 14y roi. Puong Man nap sau lung Trac Méc Cudng Ba, rd 1én so hii.

Thi ra, con tran kia bi ket gitra bui ridn da chit qua, vung vay mai tir ndy toi gio maéi thoat ra
dworc, lién tc khic truom theo canh tay twong nit than bo xudng, bi Trac Moc Cwdong Ba gat



vang xudng dat, lan mot vong, r01 lai nhanh chong ngoc cai dau to tudng lén. Doi mat ran lanh
lung han hoc nhin chdm cham vao Trac Moc Cuong Ba, khong nging le le cai ludi, can c6 khong
ngung dung dua ra trudec roi lai vé phia sau, san sang x0 to1 dop mot phat bat cit lic nao. Con
tran khong 16 nay dai t&i gn tAm mét, ca lat ma A La lan giao su Phu'o'ng Tan déu ngiy nguoi
ra tai ch, ciing chwa c6 kinh nghiém d6i ph6 véi con quai vat nay bao gio.

Gido sw Phuong Tan Can trong mé& khoa kéo ba 16, chudn bi ldy chiéc den pha bén trong ra, lat
ma A La chot néi khé: “Dung Derter 3 ay * Gido sw Phtr(yng Tan Iy 1am kho hiéu, do6 1a mot loai
thuéc khir mui, bon ho thwong dung dé giét mot s6 loai con tring nhé ma thoi.

Con tran cling khong luong trwdc duoc bén duoi lai co bon dong vat nho ding thang trén hai
chan nhw thé, doi mit ran nghi hoac dao tron, tham nhu: “R3t cudc nén an con nao trude day?”
Song phu’crng déu chwa c6 sw chudn bi, lic nay trong dai sanh lai ving l1én tiéng rit the thé sic
nhon, bén traj mot tiéng, ben phai mot tiéng ho Ung lan nhau, am thanh do, nghe tua nhw lu6i
cua rit trén sat gi, khién ca bon ngudi déu dau nhoi ca tai, long téc dung ngwoc hét calén. Con
tran lon vira nghe thay am thanh do, cling nhw gap phai cwong dich, dot nhién cudn than lai,
tao thanh may vong tron dong tdm, ngéc dau lén cao, miéng ha to hét c®, phat ra nhitng am
thanh thi uy dac thu.

K& do, ca toa dai sanh vang 1én nhitng am thanh “bich bich bich”, bon nguoi vira nghe am
thanh nay lién hiéu ra ngay, cam giac nay giong hét nhu lic ho trong thay con vat khong 16 khi
nay di dong. Hai duong ham cao 16m & hai bén, cung lic xudt hién hai con quai thu vi dai, ma
cling khong thé noéi la quai thu dugrc, doi mait tron den nho xiu 14p lanh nhu hai vién tran chau
cai miéng nhon nhon, trén mii co may soi rau, doi tai tron, than thé map mip, t& chi ngan
ngln, kéo 1é sau lung mot cai dudi vira to vira da1 ro mwoi mwoi la mot con chudt, chi cé diéu...
con chudt nay cé thé hinh so duoc véi... con voi!

Hai con chuot khong 16 chang budn dé mat téi bén ngudi bon Trac Moc Cwong Ba, chling chi
nhin chong choc vao con trian khong 16, xét vé mat thé hinh, con tran khong 16 kia du'crng nhu
khong chiém dwoc chit wu thé nao. Nhan ldc bon quai thu dang gam ghe gidng co, Trac Moc
Cuwong Ba keo tay Duong Man cén than nhich vé phia cho6 gido sw Phwong Tan, khe kh& hoi lat
ma A La: “Pai su, cdi... cai thit dy... d6 [a hai con chuot a?”

Lat ma A La sira lai: “Khong, khong phai hai con, ma ]a hai ‘6ng’ chuét méi dung.” Gido su

Phu'(rng Tan diéu chinh &ng kinh may quay huong veé chd hai con chudt khéng 16, 1am bam noi:

“That khong thé ngo, khong ngo con co thé nhin thay nhiing sinh vat 1€ ra da tuyét chung roi,
tin tlrc ndy ma truyén ra ngoai dam bao sé& lam ca thé gi¢i phai chan dong.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba kinh ngac thot: “Sao ha? Thay gido nhin ra bon nay a? Ching khéng phai
la két qua ctia dot bién gien uw?”

Lat ma A La néi: “Lam sao ma dot bién gien thé duoc. bay la chuot khong 16 chau My, theo
cac nha khoa hoc, bon chting d bién mat trén bé mat dia cau nay tir bay muoi triéu nam trudc
roi, dén nay chi phat hién dwoc hoa thach théi. Mot con chudt khong 16 trwdng thanh, thé hinh
hoi 16n hon con té gidc mot chudt, nhung hoinho hon so vé&i voi chau Phi. Sao ha, cac cau khong
nghién ctru vé cac loai dong vat tirng sinh séng trén dai luc Nam My nay ha?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba ngdy ngwoi ra noi: “Cac loai dong vat ting sinh séng & diy, ching t6i lam
sao ma nghién ctru dwoc?”

Lat ma A La thé dai néi: “Xem ra cac ciu ding la hoc hanh chang ra gi. Khong nghién ctru vé
van héa khu vuec Nam My, cling khong nghlen clru cac su kién t1en stt, vay khi gdp phai chuyén
gl bat ngd, cac cau chi biét hoang mang cudng quyt 1a phai roi.”

buong Man dwa vao sau lung Trac Moc Cwong Ba, noi: “Chung ta, chung ta di khdi day di, em
sg qua.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba an ui: “Anh cling s¢ 13m, nhung 1am sao ma di diy? Nhung anh nghi, thay
gido thé nao cling c6 cach.”



Lic nay, ba con thu khong 16 kia da lao vao quan nhau. Vi than hinh chu6t khong 16 chau My
qua to lén, khién con tran chi quan dwoc trén minh né c6 mot vong, khong thé nao dung strc
dwoc, ma mudn ha miéng nudt chirng no, thi that chang khac nao chuyén ran nu6t voi ca; con
bon Chuot khong 16 lai c6 ham ring va mong vudt sac nhon, chi thay hai con chudt nguoc lai
con dung chi trwdc dm chat lay than tran, ha miéng can vao 16p vay kién c6 ctia d6i thi, con
tran dau dén cudn chit ldy ¢ mot con chuot con chudt kia voi nhao toi giup dong 10a1 Chi
thoang chéc, hai con chudt da mot dau mdt dudi, n con tran khéng 16 xudng dat, khién né
khong thé cudn xoan lai nira. Con tran Anaconda khong 16 Nam My bi kéo thang do, trong
chang khac gi con ca trach nam cho chét trén thét ca. Luc nay, trong duong ham phla bong
gian sanh lon lai c6 them mot con chudt chau My khong 16 lao ra. Lat ma A La gio m&1i noi voi
gido su Phwong Tan: “Tinh hinh khong 6n roi, chd nay hinh nhw1a & ctia chiing thi phai.”

Giao sw Phwong Tan ciing hleu rd, néu con tran 1én bi an hét, tiép theo sé dén lwot bon ho
lam moén trang miéng sau bita cia may con quai vat nay, voi noi nhanh: “Mau Ién, cam cai cudi
cung vao. T6i d€m mot, hai, ba, ching ta sé cung ltic dung s, chuyén dong tay cam theo chiéu
kim dong ho, xoay t&i khi nao khong thé tlep tuc nira thi thoi, hi€u chwa ha?” No6i doan, 6ng
nguoc nhin tuwong ni than Mit tring, roi tiép loi: “Sau do, bat k& 13 xay ra chuyén gi, cling phai
lap tirc treo 1én trén kia.”

Bén dudi buc bai té€, bon con thu khdng 16 van giang co kich liét, bén trén, bén nguoi déu da
dirng & vi tri cta minh. Nghe gido sw Phwong Tan phat 1énh, bon thanh vii khi dai bat dau tw tw
xoay chuyén, xoay hét bon vong moi du'ng lai, sau d6 la mot khoang lang ngan ngui, ngoai
t1eng “chit chit” cua li chudt va tiéng “si si” clia con tran khong 16, trong dai sanh khong con
am thanh nao khac. B6n nguoi khong kip dung lai, cling khong k1p nghi ngoi gi nhiéuy, cung
nhao téi bam vao twong ni than Mat ‘trang, bat dAu tréo lén cao. Leo dwoc chirng mot nira,
gido sw Phwong Tan md&i swc nhé ra mot van dé vé cung nghiém trong, lién quay sang héi Trac
Moc Cwong Ba: “Bén trén co con nira hay khong" Vira nghe hoi vay, tim Trac Moc Cwong Ba
nhuw trim xuéng mot nhip, ga than tho tra loi: “Ai ma biét dwoc chit!”

Luc nay, hé théng da bat dau khéi dong, mat dit chan dong, tran nha rung lén, nhirng lwc s
cao hon hai chuc mét kia ha to miéng, twa hd nhw dang gao 1én dau dom, ngon Itea ruc ré chay
cang manh hon boi phan nit than Mdt trang... phan no roi! Bén nguoi treo lo Itng trén cao,
bam chit vao vat 4o cta bitc twong nit than, khé nhoc doi cho con dia chan cip d0 nhe nay qua
di. Thay lat ma A La cti dau nhin xuéng dwm Trac Moc Cwdng Ba lién hoi: “Pai sw, bén dudi c6
bién doi gi khéng?”

Lat ma A La lic dau: “Khdng thay gi! Hinh nhw khong c6 gi ca.” Loi Ong vira moi dit, madt dat
lai bat dau rung 1én ban bat, duwong nhu c6 chot co quan ¢ noi nao khac cting bi mo ra. Sau dot
chin dong thir hai, gido su Phwcmg Tan noi: “HEt cach roi, litu mot - phen vay, treo 1én dinh dau
bitc twong nay roi tinh tiép.” Dot chan dong thir hai nay twong dsi ngan, thoi gian ngung lai
kha dai. Trac Moc Cuong Ba sap leo 1én t&i vai nit than thi dot chin dong thi ba lai bit dau.
Lan nay cam giac yéu hon mot chut, dwong nhw o mdt noi cach tang nay ratxa co chot Co quan
nao day bi m& ra. Lat ma A La dot nhién kéu lén: * Nhln kia! La nw¢c!” Trong miéng cua bon luc
si, nwéc phun ao ao, trong nhw bon dong thac 16m sim sap dé xudng dia nguc clia nuwée va lira
nay.

Noi 16i thong gilra tang bon va tang nam, mot ddm du kich dang hoang mang nhin quanh. Gio
quan sb cua Chung chi con modt phan tw so véi lic tién vao dia cung, ca bon nhw chim s¢ canh
cong, bit cr tleng dong nao ciing déu khién ching run bin ca than minh. Gonzales tim toc
Basaka l13c manh: Pha1 binh tinh! Phai binh tinh! Bao v6i chiing n6 khong dugc lam loan Ién..
lai c6 thing khén nao gidm phai bay roi ha?”

Mot tén linh du kich run ray néi: “Hinh nhw, hinh nhw khong phai biy cta tAng nay.”
Gonzales loi tay ra, thé phao nhe nhom: “Kh6ng phai thi tot, khong phai thi tét...”

Tang nam, Soares ~dang dirng lai phia trudc mot vat khéng 16 bang da. bo vat nay nhin chinh
thé thi hoi giéng mot cai nghién muc khéng 16, dai rong déu hon chuc mét, & gitra c6 vo sé ho



triing, c6 cau vom, c6 ca duwong thoat nuwdc, xem cerng nhu 1a mé hinh hé thdng nuéc ngam
cua mot thanh tri phon vinh. Dot chan dong vua roi cling lam kinh dong dén Y, Soares ngang
dau 1én, 1dam bam: “Ai m(r co quan ¢ tang thit sdu vay nhi, sao lai c6 nguwoi di tir dwdi 1én? That
la 1a Hac hic, tir tang sau ma muon lén tang nam, chi e 1a hoi hung hiém. Phai vuot qua cho
do..” Y lac manh dau: “Khong thé nao, nguwdi binh thu'(yng khong thé nao di qua do6 duoc.”

Cudi cung ho ciing leo 1én dwoc dinh dau tuwong nir than. Sau khi kiém tra ky lwong mot luot
trong ddm ran da, xac dinh khong con con tran nao khac nira, b6n nguoi moi tho phao nhe
nhom, tam thoi ngh1 ngoi duoc giay lat. Lat ma A La chim chu quan sat phan miéng cac luc si,
chi thay nudc tudn x0i xa, 6ng nhin mot lic, bong nhién thot 1én: “La ho nwéc trén dinh, ngu'(n
Maya da noi lién h6 nuwéc khong 16 trén dinh véi tang nay.” Trac Moc Cwong Ba thac mac: “Sao
dai sw biét?”

LatmaALa chi tay xuoéng nuéc: “Dudi nwdce kia, c6 ca!” “Ha?!” Trac Moc Cuong Ba kéu Ién, 1
ca trong cai ho ay khong phai thir tot lanh gi, tinh hinh léic nay tro nén cang thém bé bet Ga cui
nguoi xuong nhin, chi thay may con chudt chau My khong 16 da chay bién tir lic nao, ca con
tran ciing thtra co trén mat, né von 1a cao tht boi 161 ma. Lat ma A La ciing cti dau nhin xuong,
nwoc dang khong nging nudt lay ting bac tung bac thang dan len buc bai té, Iii ca dn thit nguoi
khong ngung nhay vot 1én khoi mat nuwdc. Ong chau may noéi: “Tai sao nwéc dang nhanh thé
nhi? Cho phun nudc co6 1€ khong chi & bén bitc twong e si nay, nhitng noi khac ciing dang
phun nwéc thi phai.”

Gido sw Phuong Tan noi: “Con nhé vi tri ¢ gitra bdn gian sanh con lai khong, téi nghi chin
dong vira roi chinh la do bon canh ctvra 4y bi mé ra day.”

“Chang trach.” Lat ma A La dot nhién v tay mot cai: “Co quan khéo 1éo that! Thiét ké tinh té&
that, tdi nghi minh da hiéu ra roi! Thi ra la nhw vay!”

Gido sw Phwong Tan hoi: “Ngai nghi ra diéu gi vay?”

Lat ma A La noi: ‘ Ong con nh& khi chung ta tw tang thir bay di 1én, khong gian ban nguyét &
tang nay bi mot canh cwra da bit chdt lai khong, lac y toi da ngo vue, tai sao ting nay lai dong
chit dén thé, gid thi coi nhw 1a da hiéu roi.”

Gido su Phwong Tan ciing tinh ngd: “Thi ra ting nay vén la dé tich nwéc, bang khong thi da
khong goi la dia nguc cua nwdc va lwa roi.”

Lat ma A La b8 sung thém: Chang nhirng nhu vay, day la mot két cau lién hoan. Khi nwéc
tich tu dén mot mitc do nhat dinh, ap luc khong 16 de nang xuodng san, co quan ¢ gitta buc bai té
ma strc chung ta khong thé an xuong kia sé& bi nudc de xudng. Néu t6i doan khong lam, ch6t co
quan pha1 dung dén ap lwc nwéc khong 16 an xudng ay, chinh la dung dé mé& canh ctra da va
nang tam luoi kim loai c6 mii nhon ndng né kia lén, chi c6 sttc manh lén nhw thé méi cé kha
ning duwa clra da va tdm ludi kim loai Ay trér ve vi tri ban dAu ma thdi.”

Giao su Phwong Tan gat gat dau: “Hiéu roi, téi da hiéu roi, qua thucla rat khéo léo tinh diéu,
ho dd loi dung strc manh cua ty nhién dé hoan thanh cong viéc con nglrcrl khong thé lam noi,
khién cho ca bo may khdng 16 nay cé thé str dung lap di lip lai nhiéu lan.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba nhin giao sw Phuwong Tan Va lat ma A La dang thdo luan hét strc hung
phin, nim chat ban tay buong Man, lo lang hoi: “Thé nhung, lam sao moi 1én duoc trén kia
day? Néu nwéc dang cao nita, ching ta sé bi chét chim & day ca d6.” Luc nay, muc nwéc da ngap
ca buc bai té, dang dan dan nh&n chim bén birc twong than nho kia.

Giao sw Phwong Tan noi: “Pay ding la mot van dé. A, c6 r01 Man Man, chiéc bé da ctia chiing
ta dau, mo ra, néu nwéc dang cao to1 day, Chung ta c6 thé st dung be da dé nbi lén theo, nhw
vay, c6 thé loi dung strc ning ctia nwéc ma lén thang ting trén luén roi.”

Lat ma A La lic dau ‘Khong thé duoc, nwdc khong dang cao to1 vdy dau.” Ong chi vao ngon
Ira dang chay, néi: “Phan day bdn chiéc chau 16n kia c6 vét nudc, chi so moi nguoi kho ma
nhan ra dwoc, nhung ngon Ira tir d6 téi gior van khong hé tat lui, tir diém nay cling nén nghi ra,



muc nuwéce sé khong dang Ién cao qua ngon lira. Chi can 4p lwc nwéc di mirc, cira da sé mé ra,
nudc lién theo doé ma chay di, dong thoi, canh ctra néi lién véi ho nwdc trén dinh sé dong lai.
Cubi cung, nudc ¢ tang nay sé chay di bang hét, chi con lai mot it dong & gitra buc bai té, co 18
tirng c6 thiy tdo rong réu trong ay nita, vi vay chiing ta méi phat hién thuc vat dang soi.”

Gido sw Phwong Tan néi: “Vay thi, ngwdi Maya c6 dai lam sao 1én trén dwgc?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba noi: “Co thé ho dung thang diy.” Ga chi tay vao doan diy leo dirt bén mép
cai h6 hinh vuéng trén dau.

Lat ma A La nheo mit quan sat that ky, roi dap: * ‘Um, Cwong Ba doan khong sai dau, nhung
day khong phai day thung thoi cb dal ma chac la thang day tr may nam trudc. Day thwng la
loai dé muc nat nhat, mac du chi may nam nhwng ntra doan day kia da hong hét ca, phan con lai
e da roi xuéng va bi nwéc cudn di roi.”

Cudi cung, Ian nay thi ca gido sw Phwong Tan cling khong con chu y gi nira, 6ng hoi: “Vay phai
lam sao bay gio? Poi nwdc rut? Chi s¢ chung ta khong thé cAm cw trong nwéc lau nhw thé, hon
nita, du nuwdc rat di cling khong thé 1én trén dé duoc.”

Lat ma A La noi: “Van con mot con dwong khac, nhung so rang phai mao hiém mat chat.”
Ong nhin xuong duéi, nwéc da ngap bén pho twong than nhé, dang dang dan 1én téi phan hong
cla twong nit than.

Puong Man ndi: “Lat ma A La, dai sw, dai sw muén néi, dwdi nuéec...

Latma A La gat dau: “Khong sai, gio canh ctra thong ra thé gioi bén ngoai dd mo ra roi, mac
du nu¢c dang don vao day, muc nuoc khong nging dang cao, con nudc trong ho phia trén lai

gidm di dang ké, ap suat giam xudng, chiing ta c6 thé boi qua tir ctra trirot ngam dwéi long dat
kia.”

Gido sw Phuong Tén lo lang néi: “Mao hlem qua ching ta khong hé biét bén canh clra truot
kia thong di dau, néu hai bén déu bi déng lai...

Lat ma A La lic dau: ‘ 'Khong, t6i da nghi ky roi. Moi nguoi nghi thit xem, luc chung ta ¢ tang
dia nguc thtr bay, khong chi c6 mé cung phtrc tap, hon nita con co rat nhiéu co quan bay rap,
dén cudi cung khi ra khoi mé cung réi, van con phan quyet cudi cuing, mot cai bay gan nhu
khién ngwoi ta khong thé nao thoat ra noi. Nhung con & tang nay thi sao? Sau lan dau tién chon
ding huong, thi doc duong déu het strc binh an, khong hé c6 co quan bay rap gi, hoan toan
khong phu hop véi tén dia nguc clia nwdc va ltra gi ca, con hién nay, nwéc va Iira déu c6 roi, dia
nguc...” Ong lai nhin xuéng dwéi mot lan niva.

Giao sw Phwong Tan da hiéu ra, khé kéu l1én: “Troi o1, y cia dai s 13, bay gio, Canh ctra bia
nguc moi bat ddu mo ra, con chung ta phai vuot qua dong nuérc, méi cé thé coi nhw chinh thitc
t1ep nhan khao nghlem cta dia nguc? bay moi la muc dich thu'c sw ma ngwoi Maya xay dung
tang dia nguc nay u?” Lat ma A La chi gt gat dau, khong néi thém gi nita.



bia nguc cua nwédc va lra

Khi nuéc dang to1i tay ni thin Mat trang, bong nghe “ um” mot tiéng, bé da dwdi chan ho xuit
hién mot cudn xoay, k€ d6 bon ngum thay rung rinh, ca btrc twong nir than twa h6 nhw dang
dich chuyen Lat ma A La thét 1én: “Thi ra con hal tang co quan nita, cai dau tién khién tuwong
nit than dang 1én, cai thit hai méi mé cira da ra.”

Gido suw Phuong Tan néi véi tam ly ctia ngudi gdp van may: “Tuwong nit than nay liéu c6 nang
1én cao dén 16i thoat kia khong?”

Lat ma A La lic dau dap: “Khong, khong thé nao. Phién da dwdi chan nir than la da nguyén
phién, dién tich lon 1dm, néu dién tich nho hon thi e con nang 1én cao thém nira. bung quén dia
nguc cua nwdc va lira nay la thiét ké cho nhing hon ma, nhirng ké tham san vinh vien khong
thé ra khéi tang dia nguc nay dau. Gido sw, 6ng la doi truong, can phai quyét dodn ngay, néu
tAng co quan thir hai mé ra, tat ca s& qua mudn do.”

Gido su Phwcrng Tan li€c nhin Trac Moc Cwong Ba va Du'o'ng Man. Lan nay anh mat cla tat ca
nhitng nguoi con lai déu tap trung vao 6ng, ap luc 6 6ng phai chiu dung vo cung lon. Trac Moc
Cuong Ba tham thd phao nhe nhom, cling may la ga khong phai nhém trwdng ciia nhém nay.
C6 diéu gd canglo ldng cho thay gido cua minh nhiéu hon. Twgng nit than dang lén dén do cao
ngang v&i chau Ira, dot nhién tram xudng, roi dirng lai, theo do, tim ctia ca bon  nguoi cling déu
chung xuong. Con mwoi mét nita, 16 thong do thoat nhin thi gan ngay trlr(yc mat nhung sao lai
xa x0i dén thé. Gido sw Phwong Tan cudi cung ciing dua ra quyét dinh: “T4t ca doi mii chiéu
sang lén dau, chuan bi lan xudng nuéc! Man Man, ching ta chi chuan bi mot binh dudng khi
thoi dung khong'?"

Dwrng Man can moi néi: “Vang, chi c6 mot binh ndm tram mililit oxy long.” Giao su Phuwong
Tan nhin binh oxy long chi bang binh thuéc diét con trung, trong long lay lam lo ldng: bon
nguwoi ching ta, ma chi c6 mot binh oxy nhé thé nay thoi.

Trong luc Puong Man 13p rap thiét bi cung cip oxy, Trac Moc Cuong Ba va lat ma A La déu da
doi xong mi chiéu sang. Nhin ngon Itta chay phirng phung, Trac Moc Cuong Ba néi: “Rét cudc
1a cai g chay vay nhi? Toi thdy trong bon cai chau 1én dé hinh nhw khong phai nwéc dau.”

Lat ma A La néi: “Khong phai nwdc, ma la dau tho, bén trong déu la dau thé. Nhitng nguoi
Maya thong minh da bit kin noi nay bang twong da, sau do dan dau tho dwdi long dit siu 1én
cho vao bon cai chau 16n nay, ctr do tirng chut tung chiit mot vao, ngon Itra trong chau sé vinh
vién khong bao gi¢ tat lui c3.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba kéu todng 1én: “Dau thd? Dau thé khéng phai mau den hay sao?”

Giao su Phwong Tan cling chi y dén, vira ghi hinh vira dap: ‘Dau tho khong phai lic nao cling
den ca dau, c6 mau do, mau da cam, mau nau, mau xanh nra. O day la dau tho tot nhat, nguyén
chit nhat, loai dau tho khong mau nay gan nhw khong can loc qua nita, c6 thé truc ti€p sir dung
luén nhu xang. Suy nghi ctia té tién ngwoi Maya, qua thuc 1a tuyét dleu qua.”

Mot binh oxy long, mot van giam ap, mot mdt na tho, nat nhin phun khi, vay la xong mot bo
d6 cung cip duwdng khi dum nuoc don gian, Pudng Man giao no6 cho gido su Phwong Tan. Thu
don xong hanh trang, gido sw Phwong Tan nhin dong nuoc cuon cudn dang lén bén dwéi, cdm
khai thot: “Pay méi dung 1a dia nguc day!”

Bon ngu'crl dirng bén mép dau twong than, nwéc da lén toi cam birc twong, giao su Phuong
Tan néi: “Chuan bi xong chwa? Chdng ta xuéng nwéc thoi. Nhat dinh phai theo sat toi, & duodi
nwoc khong co c'hrcrng ra ciing khong c6 dudng khi, hau qua thé& nao chac moi ngudi ciing biét
roi.” N6i xong, 6ng lién nhay luén xudng nuwéec.

Lat ma A La nhic nhé: “Can than c6 bay!”

Puong Man dwa 4nh mit chan chita tinh cdm nhin Trac Mdc Cwong Ba, roi nhay xuéng thir



hai. Trac Moc Cuong Ba 1Am bam: “Dudi 4y vira c6 trian khéng 16 vira cé ca an thit ngwoi, con
can bay rap gi nita day?”

Lat ma A La néi: “Duéi nuwoc 1a dia ban cua ca dn thit ngwdi, con tran khong 16 kia chi con
duong bé chay thoi, nhung gidr dong nwéc khong 6n dinh, bon ca dn thit ngwdi khé ma tap két
thanh dan lon dll’O’C ching ta van con co may.” No6i xong, ong va Trac Moc Cwong Ba ciing
trudc sau nhdy xudng nuwée.

Bon nguoi boi thanh mét hang doc, mat nhin cham chdm vao anh sang cua chiéc mi chiéu
sang phia truoc, chi so bi bé lai, dén Ic 4 ay sé sdc nwoc ma chét mot cach vo cung dau kho. Anh
sang trong nwoc rat mo mit, pham vi chiéu sadng cua mii bi thu hep lai trong khoang cach dudi
nam meét. Khi giao sw Phu'o'ng Tan tim thay canh ctra khong 16 dudi san nha Kia, chuyén binh
dudng khi mot vong, bon nguoi moi tiép tuc tién t&i. Pi qua canh cira ay Xuong dwdi chirng
nam mét, maéi c6 thé tién tlep theo phwong ngang, dong nuoc déu chay vé ca mot huong,
mudn thoat ra duorc, bon ngwdi phai lan nguoc dong nudc ay. PO sau nay, lai mot lan nira thé
hién tri tué cta nguoi Maya, hai muoi met chiéu sau, chinh la cuc han ctia con nguwoi khi lan
khong thiét bi. Ap luc nwdc cyc 1on ép chat 1én co the khién nguoi ta ho hap kho6 khan, néu
khong chudn bi sdn nut tai dé can bang lai ap luc, tai ngudi sé bi ap lwc & d6 sdu nay lam mat di
cam giac phwong hwdng va thing bang.

Gido sw Phwong Tan di trudc dan duong, boi ngwoc dong dwgc chieng hai chuc meét, lai khong
thé khong cho moi nguoi thé thém mot lan. Bong nhién, du'o'ng ham _bhia trudc hién ra rat
nhiéu vit thé trong nhw nhiing xuc tu cua mot con quai vat, may nguoi boi lai gan mé&i phat
hién, thi ra 1a vd s6 day xich kim loai cudn thanh tirng cuon. Lat ma A La voi xua tay ra hiéu
canh bdo, bao  nhitng nguoi con lai tuyét doi khong duoc lai gan day xich, ]am déng nhitng soi
xich nay rat cé kha nang sé khéi dong bay chét gi d6 cling nén.

Boi thém nam muwoi meét nita, phia trwdc dot nhién xudt hién dwong ré, mot dwong ham hinh
vudng hudng lén trén, mot hinh tron hwdng vé bén trai. Gido sw Phu’(yng Tan muon dot pha
qua ctra hdm _hudng 1én phla trén, nhung dong chay bén trén ap xuodng, may lan ong déu bi
dong nudc x01 tro lai vi tri cti. Lat ma A La quan sat ctra ham hinh tron giay lat, roi ra hiéu
dwong nay c6 thé thong bon nguoi lai hwong vao clra ham hinh tron. Trong thoi gian do, ho lai
doi hoi cho nhau hai lan, nhin nét mdt nghiém trong ctia gido sw Phuwong Tan c6 thé nhin ra
ngay, luong oxy long da tiéu hao rat nhiéu. Bén trong duong ham vach da co6 tuong khdc mit
nguoi, woc chung lon hon hai hodc ba lan dau nguoi that, ca phla trén ciing c6 twong mdt
nguwoi huong xuong. Trong lan nuéc duc ngau t6i om chi cé chit anh sang mo mo, c6 vo s6 cdp
mat dang nhin, ké cudi ngudi gidn, ké so hai ngwdi mung vui... Puong ham dai dang dac, cam
giac tya nhuw b1 nhin cham cham & tt ca cac goc do, co ho buoc con nguwoi ta phai trai qua hét
cai gi goi Ia thé gian 4m lanh, nhan sinh bach thai.

Mot con ca an thit nguoi bong nhién boi ra tr miéng mot birc twong, vit qua trwdc mat
Dwong Man. Dwéi anh sang clia chi€c mii, ham ring sic nhon chia hin ra ngoai dy anh 1én day
yéu di. Pwong Man thoang giat minh, toc do hoi cham lai. Trac Moc Cwong Ba trong thay mot
lu'(rng khi 16m thoat ra khoi miéng cd, con gido su Phu'o'ng Tan thi da di phia truwéc mat roi, ga
v0i vang boi lai, 6m lay. buong Man, dung miéng tié€p thém cho co chut dudng khi. Trac Moc
Cuong Ba 6m Du'crng Man, ca hai cudn chat 1y nhau trong lan nwéc, dong thoi ga cling ldy tay
ra hiéu cho c6: “Cé mdi con c nho, viéc gi phai so chit.” Khée mat buong ) Man hoi nhuwdng 1én,
khong ngdr da cuoi ngay dwoec. Luc nay, lat ma A La boi qua cho ho, 6ng v6 nhe 1én ngudi Trac
Mo6c Cwong Ba, ra diu doa nat, y bao hai ngwoi: “Gior khong phai 2 lc quan 1y nhau thé, con
khong chay di cho mau!”’

Trac Moc Cuong Ba con chua Iinh ng6 duogc y lat ma A La, bong thay buong Man hit manh
mot hoi, suyt chat nita thi hat hét ca dwong khi cua gd, gwong madt hai ngwoi cach nhau chi
trong gang tac, chi thay Duong Man c6 vé hét sttc hoang loan, ddi mat tron tron 1én to hét cd,
gan nhu 10i hin ra ngoai, nhin cham cham ra phia sau lung ga. Trac Moc Clrcrng Ba v6i ngoanh
dau lai, dwéi anh deén 1o mo, mot bong den khong 16 dang tur phia xa boi téi, nhat thoi ga cling
khong nhin ré d6 13 thir gl, nhung c6 thé khing dinh mwdi mwoi dé khong phal con tran, cling



khong phai chudét khong 16 Nam My, cang khéng phai bong cla dan ca an thit ngwoi, dé chinh la
mot con ca lon!

Hai nguwoi voi tach ra, duoi theo gido su Phuong Tan va lat ma A La & phia truéc. Trac Moc
Cuong Ba thay long nguc hoi tung tuec, ga biét, dé la tin hiéu du'ong khi trong co thé di tiéu hao
het do nin tho qua lau, gio than thé dang cuc ky can dwoc hit thé, ga tir tir cham lai. Bong nhién
cam thay mot xung hrc vO cung lon, Trac Moc Cudng Ba voi nghleng nguoi chim xudng, con ca
lén kia vira hay luot vu qua dau ga, Trac Moc Cuong Ba chi thiy da dau lanh toat, cho tay ga
cham phai, vira mém lai vira trom, con ca 16m nay duwong nhu khong c6 xwong. Than thé con ca
linh hoat di thuong, vira lwdt qua trén dau Trac Moc Cuong Ba, cai dudi lién quay manh, ntra
than truéc lien ngodt tr¢ lai. Nho anh sang ngon dén trén dau, Trac Moc Cuong Ba trong thay
mot cai miéng khong 16 rong t&i niva mét, hai moi trén dudi banh ra trong nhu hai cai thot go,
bén trong day rang lém chém. Vira nhin thay cai miéng nay, Trac Moéc Cuong Ba da lap tic y
thirc dwoc, bon ho dang gip phai thit gi... 1oai ca nwéc ngot Ién nhat, hung han nhat thé gidi, ca
tré an thit nguoi!

Ca tré an thit nguoi co co thé dai trén ba mét, la loai ca nwéc ngot an thit tan bao nhat, kha
nang tan cong va mirc do nguy hiém ctia n6 hoan toan khong hé thua kém ca map tring, cai
dau tron ang nhw thuy quai va cai miéng thot gan diy dao nhon, khién tén né dwoc ding dau
trong danh sach cac loai ca dang s¢ nhat ving Nam My nay. Ca 3 dn thit nguoi Piranhama g gdp
phai con quai vat bung to nay cling phai chay cho that xa, vi chi can no6 ha miéng ra la da nuot
tron duoc ca dan Piranha roi, nhung loai ca nay ciling glong nhu loai ca nheo c6 ho gan vOi no,
thit &n rat ngon, két qua cé thé doan ra duorc, gior trén thé gidi chi con lai may con, c6 thé ndi 1
dang bén bo tuyét ching.

Cai miéng khong 16 nham vao Trac Moc Cuong Ba  x0ng o1, ¢ dudi nuwdc lai khong con bao
nhiéu hoi strc, qua thue Trac Moc Clro'ng Ba khong c6 strc ma tranh né nita, ding lic 3 ay, con ca
tré dn thit ngudi lai dot nhién chuyén huwéng, phia bén dwoi nd lao ra mot bong nguoi, thi ra
chinh Ia lat ma A La d4 tung chan da vang no di. Lat ma A La nhanh chong Up mat na thé vao
miéng Trac Moc Cwong Ba, gd hit lién ti€p may hoi, cudi cung ciing hoi phuc. Lat ma A La diy
Trac Moc Clro'ng Ba mot cai, ga dang duwa lai binh duéng khi cho ong, thi con ca tré dn thit
nguoi da boj vong tré lai, xem ra khong xoi duoc thit twoi nd cling quyét khong chiu bo cudc
roi. Lat ma A La ra hiéu cho Trac Moc Cuong Ba chay cho nhanh, r6i bong mo bao chéng nuorc,
14y roi dién cao 4p ra, nham thing vao dau con ca tré khéng 16 4n xudng.

Trac Moc Cwong Ba da cach lat ma A La gan hai met, vay ma van cam thay hai chan té ran,
than thé khong tw chil dwoc giat ban 1én mot cai. Con ca tré an thit nguoi rung lén ban bat,
quay du6i mot cai, hat lat ma A La tré lai, thoat cai da 1ai ra xa. Lat ma A La lai cang thdm hon,
nira than nguoi té cing, chi cé thé dung canh tay tral quat nuorc, Trac Moc Cuong Ba voi dé 6ng
hit mot hoi duwdng khi. Bong nhién cé bot nudc “oc oc” nodi 1én, mot miii gido den ngom dot
nhién ttr phia dudi choc vit 1én ngay trudc mit hai nguoi. Voi téc dd nhu thé, du trén dat bang
cling da kho tranh, huong ho 13 & dwéi nwdc, lat ma A La céi mil chiéu sang xudng, ra sttc vung
vay, danh léch miy mul gido bén canh Du'ong Man di, dong thoi dung canh tay dang dan hoi
phuc ra hiéu canh b4o: “Bén trén miii gido cé doc, khong thé cham vao.

B0 thiét bi thé lai dwoc ludn chuyén dén tay gido sw Phuong Tan, ong 1ic manh binh dudng
khi, bdo cho moi ngudi biét bén trong khong con bao nhiéu nira, roi ra hiéu cho ca nhém ting
toc theo minh. Trong duong ham ngip nwéc khi thi ngoat sang trai luc lai ngoat sang phai, ho
cling mdy lan so'y cham vao chot bay, c6 cai thi khéng phan ¢ tng gi, ciing khong biét c6 chd nao
chuyen dong hay déng lai hay khong, c6 cai thi khién da roi, gido dam, may lan deu vira kinh
vira hi€ém, cing may hop tac nhip nhang nén méi tranh du'oc thwong vong vé ngudi. Trac Moc
Cuong Ba c6 4n tuong sau sic nhat, 1a mot lan khong hiéu gido suw Phuong Tan hay buong Man
cham phai chét bay, tr miéng twong mat nguoi trong duong ham dot nhién phun ra mot lwong
16m chat 1éng mau den nhuw muc tau, khong rd 13 ¢ doc hay khong, cling may ca bon boi nhanh,
bang khong da bi vay lai trong dé, thi khong thé nhin thay gi hét.

Gido sw Phwong Tan van di trwdc dan dau, nhin vé mat cang lic cang bdi rdi clia 6ng c6 thé



nhan ra, binh oxy 16ng nho xiu cta ho sip can dén noi, con 16i ra thi van & mai ché nao khong
ai hay blet tham chi bon ho vin con dang quanh quan & tang dia nguc thir sau, khéng dot pha
duoc 1én trén mot chidt xfu nao. Duong Man theo sat sau lung 6ng, Trac Moc Cuong Ba va lat
ma A La doan hau. Trac Moc Cuong Ba bong nhién cadm giac co thu gi do phat qua mit minh,
glong nhw dung phai dam thuy to, ga chua kip nghiéng dau, cai thir ay da lwét qua mit. Trong
mot thoang kinh hoang, Trac Moc Cuong Ba lai phun ra mot lwgng 16m dudng khi. Ga voi bit
chat miéng minh lai. Khong ngo vat ay la mot cai dau lau téc tai rii rvoi, Xwong trang pho, trén
dau van con mai toc bac pho, dung dwa qua 1a1 trong lan nuéc nhw mot con stra 16, trong quai
di kho ta noi bang 1oi. Cai dau lau dao lwon may vong trong nudec, roi lao thing vao lat ma A La.
Trac Moc Cwdong Ba voi vay manh chiéc mil phat sang, ra hiéu cho lat ma A La phai can than.

bang lan duoi nwoc, dot nhién xudt hién sw kién phi tw nhién nhw viy, déi lai 1a ai cling deu
phai giit ban minh 1én vi hoang hét. Nhu’ng lat ma A La hoan toan khong hé rung dong, 6ng
nham thang vao cai dau lau dang lao t&éi dAm ra mot quyén, ké dé tung ra ba cu da lién hoan
hat vang no sang bén. Cai dau lau xoay mot vong, lai ham huc truy toi. Lat ma ALavuon  tay ra
chop ldy toc no, vira lac vira giat, chi hai ba cai da giat tung ca mai toc ay ra. Cudi cung, 6ng lai
b6i thém mot ctt méc cuc manh, danh cho cai dau lau dy vang ca xwong ham. Trong miéng dau
1au dot nhién lao vit ra mot con c4 Piranha. Lat ma A La nhanh tay nhanh mat, tay trai vwon ra
chop mot phat, dung stc b6p manh, con c4 nhé lién bi bép thanh “c4 kho”, cai dau lau kia ciing
cham cham roi xuéng day nuérc.

Trac Moc Cwong Ba chi biét tré mat ra nhin. Lat ma A La lai dwa tay ra hiéu, héi g dora day
lam gi, con khong mau di cho nhanh. Phia truéc lai co 161 ré, gido su Phucrng Tan khong thé
khong ngoanh dau lai héi y ki€n moi nguoi. Trong thoi khac sinh ttt, khong ai c6 thé dwa ra chu
y duoc ca. Luc nay, Puong Man chot cudng cuong chi vé phia sau, trong nuéc xult hién vo6 so
dém den nho, 1a ca Piranha. Lat ma A La vira b6p chét mét con, miii mau tanh da lam nhing
con khac theo toi day, cung ldc tu thanh mot dan lon. Khong con thoi gian suy nghi, cho nao
thong la boi ngay vao diy, moi nguoi chi b1et bam theo giao su Phuong Tan chui luén vao mot
161 ré, khong con kip suy tinh hau qua thé nao nita. Khong ngo, phia trudc lai ¢c6 mot hang rao
kim loa1 chan mat 16i di, dang lic hoang mang khong biét xtt tri ra sao, lat ma A La lay lay, phat
hiénra hang rao nay co thé nhich dong, ong lién khong chit do dy day no ra, bong nghe “cach”,
mot canh ctra da da bit luon dwong ngam lai, ngan cach 1t ca lai sau lwng moi nguoi.

BOn ngudi nd nu cwdi han hoan, nhung ciing khong mung r& dugc bao 1au. Puong ham nuwéc
nay duwong nhuw 13 hwdng 1én trén, Trac Moc Cuong Ba tuong da tim thay 16i ra, lién xéng 1én
trwde nhat, qua nhién da nhao lén dwoc mat nuwoc, ga hit manh may hoi, bong nhan ra trong
khong khi c6 mui dau ndng nic, ngang dau lén quan sat, moi thay day 1a mot khong gian mai
vom bit kin, ca gian phong chura duoc mudi mét vuong, khong cé chd nao dé leo 1én, bén birc
vach béc khéi den mu mit. Ga con chlra kip nhin cho ky thi da bi nguo1i thi hai la lat ma A La
nho 1én khéi mat nwéc an dau ga xubng suyt chut nita thi sic, vira 13n xuéng dwéi Trac Moc
Cuong Ba di thay dinh dau néng ran, xoay nguoi lai, lién chlrng kién canh twong khap b6n
phuong tam hudng trén mai vom déu phun ra nhitng tia dau thé chay birng birng, 1am toan b
mat nwée phia trén bién thanh mét bién Itra hirng hwe.

Trac Moc Cuwong Ba gat gat dau, , bay to sw cam kich voi lat ma Ala, khong con cach nao hon,
bon ngwoi danh ldn xudng lan nira, nerng trong doan duong hdm ngin ciin nay, ngoai phia
trén kia, dwong nhw khong con 16i ra nao khac ntra. Mot phut sau, nhiét d6 nuéc nhanh chong
tang 1én, lac Trac Moc Cuwong Ba lan sau Xuong day vo y cham phai nén da bén dudi, khong ngo
nong gidy ca tay! Den gior gd méi hiéu ra, cd bon phia xung quanh doan duong ham bit kin deéu
c6 lwra thiéu dot, néu khong tim dwoc 16i thoat, bon ngwoi sé bién thanh mon ca trach hip &
trong nay.

Latma A La, cing may la c6 lat ma Ala, 6ng tim dwoc chot co quan trong mot btrc twong mat
nguoi. Lic nay, nhiét do vach d4 da cao dén mitc dang s, ba nguoi bon Trac Moc Cuong Ba
déu tron tron mat 1én nhin lat ma A La, chi thay 6ng nhw dang quyét tam “ta khong vao dia
nguc thi con ai vao dia nguc”, choc ca canh tay vao mat nguoi bang da kia. Tiéng “lach cach”
vang lén, vach da phia trudc litn mé ra, b6n ngwdi nhw duoc dai x4, voi nhao ra khéi cd quan



tai nwdc bi lra thiéu nay, nhung co hdi sdng sot thi van chwa thiy dau, béi day ciing 1a mot ngd
cut!

Gido sw Phuwong Tan dwa mat na dugng khi cho Buong Man, tuyét vong nham nghién hai mit
lai. Pudng Man hit manh mot hoi, nhung khong hit vao duwoc chiit oxy ndo, binh oxy léng da
can kiét. Lat ma A La gd doc theo vach da, hy vong tim dugc dlem dot pha. Trac Moc Cwong Ba
cam tudng nhu trén ngwc minh bi dé mot khéi da ning may tram can, moi lic mot khé chiu
hon, ngdt ngat d&n mirc gd chi mudn phut hét chit khong khi cudi cling trong co thé ra.

Trén ting nam, Soares dang ngoi xdm bén canh mot chdt bay, tram tw 14m bam: “Co thé dén
dwoc 10 thiéu dwdi nuwéc cling 1a khong don gian roi, chudt con, dia nguc dudi nwéc cling c6 thé
tuy tién di bura di bai vay a, co can kéo chung lén khong nhi? Merkin xem trong may nguoi nay
nhw vay, néu dé chung toi _mang & day, chac han sé titc dén phat dién lén mat. Nhung noéi di
cling phai ndi lai, ddm nguoi nay hinh nhw chang lién quan gl dén ta ca, khong can thiét phai tw
tang thém cho minh nhitng dlch thu vo vi lam gi, ctr d€ ching tu sinh tw diét thi hon.” Cach dau
y chirng chwa day hai mét, m6t con tran khong 16 Anaconda dang cudn tron, ludi the ra ngoai,
Soares da nhan ra tw trude, y vung tay mot cai, cling khong biét da dung thi gi, con trin 1ap titc
hoang hét 1an di. “Uynh uynh Soares nhan ra dudi chan minh dang rung dong, Iy lam kinh
ngac, “Ké nao da kéo chot r6i? Khong ngo & noi khac cling mé dwgc dwong him dwédi nwéde w?”

Nguwoi dau tién khong nhin thé noi la Pudng Man, gwong mat nhé nhin cta cd phinh 1én do
ing, than thé da téi mirc cuc han chiu dung. Trac Moc Clrcmg Ba biét ro, buong Man co thé
ngung tho bat ctrlic nao, neu vay s€ khong thé nao van hoi duoc nita, ga chi con cach dung anh
mat khong ngirng c6 vii c6, c6 gang lén, c6 gang 1én! buong Man dung hét chut sttc luc cudi
cung bop chat ban tay Trac Méc Cwong Ba, anh mat ai 0dn tua ho nhw dang noéi loi ly blet twa
nhw mudn noéi cé thé chét bén nhau dd la mot hanh phuc | 16n clia doi nguoi roi. Anh méit Trac
Moc Cuong Ba kién dinh ma c6 chap, dem hét long tin clia minh truyén cho nguwoi yéu dau...
khong thé chét & day duoc, chiing ta con rat nhiéu viéc phai lam, nhit dinh cé cach ra khoi day
ma.

Trong thoi khac gan nhw khong con bat c hy vong nao ay, vach da trén d4u ho bong nhién 1o
ra mot 10 hong, nuéc trao 1én theo 16 héng dd, cudn theo ca bon nguoi. Dtrng 1én trong lan
nuéec, lan dau tién hit lai thir khong khi trong lanh méi mé, phang phat nhw da & dwdi dia nguc
may van nim, gior lai dwgc hoi sinh tr¢ vé duong thé, Trac Moc Cuong Ba ho ri ruoi sdc sua.
Puwong Man nim vatra bén canh, ha miéng tho doc, nhét thori chang con strc dirng noi 1én. Gido
sw Phwong Tan va lat ma A La, mot nguoi ngoi trong lan nuwéc, mot ngwoi chong tay vao tuong,
cling dang khong ngung tho hén hén va oe ra nudc. Van con séng, van con sdng, Trac Moc
Cuwong Ba lic nay chang muén néi gi hét, chi nghe loang thoang nhw giao suw Phuong Tan dang
héi lat ma A La [am sao tim thdy chot mé, lat ma A La lac dau bao, khong phai 6ng, chinh 6ng
cling khong hiéu day la chuyén gi nita. Trac Moc Cwong Ba d& buong Man 1én, dé c6 dya vao
dui minh, Pworng Man thi thao hdi: “Ching ta dang & dau day?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba dua mat nhin vi giao su gia bén canh Gido sw Phwong Tan thd hat ra
dap: “Tang thir nam, cung dién ctia T than, vua chén Am ty.”



Chwong 17: HUYET TRI

Tuwong truyén nguoi Maya tong cong c6 muoi ba chiéc dau lau pha 1é ttr thoi vién c6, nguoi
nao co thé thu thap ca bd muoi ba chiéc dau lau nay sé nhin thay ky tich cua than. Gio day trén
thé gidi da xuit hién tong cong ba chiéc dau 1au pha lé that, mot chiéc & bao tang Anh quoc
mot chiéc & Paris, con mot chiéc bi mat trom & My, dén gi¢ van khong biét tung tich, ngoai ra
con c6 vo s6 do gia mao. T6i nghi, chiéc dau lau pha lé trweédc mat ching ta day, chic Ia mot

trong s6 do.
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Cung dién cua Tw than

Bo 1én khoi du'(mg ham lay 10i, gido sw Phuwong Tan tho phao mot hoi nhe nhém, noi voi Trac
Moc Cuong Ba: “Gio cau da hiéu tai sao 6ng Pieri phai ton nhiéu tam tw nhu vdy chua, & dudi
du'o'ng ham c6 nhiéu bay rap thé co ma. Néu ngay ca cai bay don gian cia 6ng ay ma chung ta
cling khong thé  pha giai dworc, vay thi ching ta can ban khong c6 co hoi ra khoi toa cung dién
ngam nay, 6ng ay ciing khong can thiét phai chi dwong cho ching ta 1am gi nita, ctt & dudi long
dat ma cho chét con thodi mai hon bay gio ca tram lan.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba khong khoi dang 1én niém kinh phuc d6i véi vi thAm hiém gia tién boi. Ga
dwa mat nhin xung quanh, lic nay bon ho dang ¢ trong mot thong dao vira nhé Vll'a hep, gidng
nhu mot duong 6ng thong gio nhiéu hon, nwéc da rat hét. Ga kinh ngac thét 1én: “Ky quai that,
ma&i roi nwdc con lon thé, sao da chay ddu hét mat roi?”

LatmaALa ding & cho ho bi ddy 1én néi: “Cau dén day xem thi biét.” Trac Moc Cwong Ba tho
dau nhin, chi thdy nuéc bén dudi glong nhu mot dong chay ngam, dang ao at vé phia truorc,
li2n héi: “Sao lai th&?” Héi xong mé&i dot nhién tinh ngd, “Ctra da bi mé ra roi, nuwéc ¢ tang duéi
dang rut di!”

Lat ma A La noéi: “Dung vay, néu ching ta lén chdm hon du chi mét phit thi sé bi dong nwéc
rat di nay x4i tré xudng tang thit tdm, hon nita con khéng cé co hoi tré 1én nita dau.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba dua ra mot nghi van ndy gio van thic mic: “Pai sw, luc & dudi nwdc gip
phai cai dau lau, sao 6ng khong so gi hét vay?”

Lat ma A La mim cuoi, n6i ra mot cau thién ngit: “Trong 1ong khong cé quy, tat khong phai so

N

gl.
Trac Moc Cworng Ba néi: “Pay cling la thanh qua cta viéc mat tu hay sao?”

Lat ma A La khong tra 1o, khong hiéu 1a van chwa dinh than lai hay da can kiét stc Iuc, than
hinh 6ng hoi lao ddo mot cai.

Trac Moc Cwong Ba khong dé \Z Van chwa hét kinh hodng: “Ping la hung hiém qu4, thit
khong ngd van con mot noi nhw vay.”

buong Man ciing da ding lén. C6 ma to doi mat ndi véi Trac Moc Cuong Ba: “So véi hai ting
trude thi d& hon nhiéu roi, toa dia cung nay cang xudng dwéi thi cang dang so ma.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba khong tin: “Lam sao thé du’crc7 Chung ta phai thap tu nhit sinh m&i 1én
dén duoc tang nay do.” buong Min 4m tc néi: “Tang ndo ma ching thap ti nhat sinh, anh
chang qua la ké ng6c gap phic dé thoi.”

Gido s Phwong Tan noi: “That d4. Chin tang dia ngyc cua nguoi Maya, dang 1€ phai 1a hinh
kim ty thap nguoc, nhung theo nhuw chung toi nghlen clru va phan tich, cung dién duoi long dat
nay lai 1a ca mot toa kim tw thap, phan 10 ra trén mat dit chiém mot phan ba, cting chinh la kim
tw thap 16m chung ta nhin thay & Bach thanh, duéi long dat con hai phan ba nita. Tang dudi
nguy hiém hon tang trén, ro rang la loi dung tam ly tham lam cta nhitng ke tim bau vat, ai ma
khong muon tim thay cang nhleu bau vat hon chit, bay rap cang nguy h1em thi cang dé khlen
nguoi ta cam thay bén dudi c6 kho bau I6n hon, két qua la nhirng ke xuong dudi do, khong con
ai tr¢' 1én dwoc ntra. Ttr nhitng bé xwong khé ma ching ta trong thay, toa dia cung nay chac da
bi nguo1i ta vo vét sach sg, sot lai khong gl ngoai may cai bay nay, gio chi con la mot ngdi mo
hai ngwoi khong hon khong kém. Chic 1a vay roi, dai su? Pai su?”

Lat ma A La gwong né& mot nu cuoi, roi khuyu xudng, bat ngo nga lan ra, hon mé bat tinh.
Trac Moc Cuwong Ba deng gan dé nhat, voi dm x6c day. Puong Man kéo canh tay lat ma Alara,
kéu “6i” mot tiéng: “Tring doc roi!” Vet thuong trén canh tay lat ma A La da bién thanh mau
den, dich thé mau vang sita khong ngung ri ra ngoai. C6 1€ 6ng bi thuong trong lic giup bon
Trac Moc Cwdong Ba tranh may miii gido, roi sau dé con choc tay vao vach da néng béng kéo



ch6t mé& co quan, chit déc da ngdm siu vao co thé.

Gido sw Phuwong Tan néi: “Cling may la chat doc tir ngan nam truoc, rat nhiéu thir da thoai
b1en bang khong, day chic han da 1a tht kich ddc cham vao lap tirc mat mang ngay roi. Thé
nao ha? Co cach gi gidp dai sw dwoc khong?” Ong héi Puwdng Man.

Duong | Man néi: “Khéng biét la chit doc gi, dwa vao phan ing cua vét thwong thi rat glong
v&#inoc ran, co lela chat doc lay trén co thé &h tén doc hodc ran doc. Nhung ching ta khong co
huyét thanh giai doc, chau chi c6 thé tiém cho 6ng Ay mdt mili thudc trung hoa doc to, roi dung
thém chut gel tri ran can xem c6 hiéu qua khong, nhung cling chang thé nao tri tan gdc, s¢ rang
phai dua vao ban than dai sw dé giai doc thoi.”

Pudng Man so cttu cho lat ma A La rbi deo ba 16 1én vai. Trac Méc Cuong Ba cong ong trén
lung, ti€p tuc tién lén. Dlro'ng ham nho hep nay chi dai chwa day mwoi mét, 10i ra 1a hai 16 tron
duong kinh chua day mot met, ¢ gitra ngdn cach bang mot tru da thang dwng, bén ngoai cling
giong nhu tang thit sau, dén dudc sang ruc, nhitng ngon dudc trong nhw chén sing trau cam o
khap noi. L3i ra cao cach mat san chlrng ba mét. Trac Moc Cuong Ba va Buong Man xuong
trwoce, sau do do 1y lat ma A La, doi giao sw Phuong Tan cung xudng téi noi. Luc nay ho moi
nhin ro, 16i ra ctia thong dao 1a mot cai dau lau da nhan tao khong 16, ctra ra chinh Ia hai héc
mit cda nd.

Tt than Ah Puch, anh trai cta nit than Mat trang, héa than cta than Mat troi dudi dia nguc, vi
chiia té dia nguc trong long ngwoi Maya, dong thoi cling la théng linh cua chin vi da than chon
Am ty, vi than xuat hién nhiéu thir hai chi sau than Kukulkan trong nén vin minh Maya. Hinh
tugng cua than cé lic 1a mot 6ng gia cong lung, co luc la mot ba gia mom mém, tay chan nhu
vuét chim ung, nhung nhiéu nhat van 1a hinh anh glong nhu' trong gido 1y cua cac ton gido lon
trén thé gioi, chinh la mét bo xwong kho. Tay than cam cay truwong phan quyét cda than thanh,
trén nguoi deo day chudng, bén canh co tro thu dac lwc 1a than Bao. bay la nhiing tu liéu Trac
Moc Cudong Ba biét dwoc qua budi hoc ° bo sung” dudi tang thir bay, nhung phai dén tin luc
nay, khi thiyc sy dung trong cung dién cua Tt than, gd mé&i cdm nhin dwoc sw kinh so ctia
nguoi M}aya ddi véi Tt than Ah Puch, tit ca nhitng ditu d6 déu duoc ho thé hién qua kién tric
cua min

Cac ngon duoc trong dai sanh déu & 46 cao dwdi nam mét, con mai vom thi an _trong mot
vung tdi sAu tham. Khap gian dai sanh, & nhu‘ng noi mat thuong co thé trong thay, tat ca twong
diéu khic, tranh vé, trang tri, déu lin quan dén xuong nguoi. Moi ngon dudc trong nhu chén
strng trau kia déu do mot bd xwong ngwoi nang trén tay; phu diéu trén tuong déu tac hinh dau
1au khong 16, hoan chinh hodc chi c6 ntta trén, ting chiéc ring duoc cham tia rat cong phu;
trong nhu'ng bich hoa mau den cé thé thay cac bd xuwong dirng hoic ngoi, ta thuc co, triru
twong c6, hinh thai sinh dong dén mitc nhw déu cé sinh mang vay; cac 16i vao déu du’(yc tao
hinh la nhtrng dau lau xwong so miéng ha to cho nguoi ta phai chui ra chui vao; cot chéng dai
sanh la nhirng chiéc xwong swon dwoc x€p thanh hang 161, giy cho nguwdi ta cam giac nhuw dang
di lai trong long ngwc mot nguoi khong 16; moi phién d4 14t san rong chirng muoi lam mét
vudng, bén trén cham néi toan nhirng no 1é chi con I b xwong bi danh dip, tra tin man ro.

Giao su Phuong Tan ghi lai tat ca vao may tinh, bdo rang day la cung dién duy nhat trong
nhitng cung dién Ong ting thay sir dung xuong cot dé trang tri. Bon ho di rat lau, trong thay rat
rat nhiéu birc tuong xwong c6t 16m nho khac nhau. Tang nay con 16n hon rat nh1eu so v&i
tuong twong cua ho. Pieri da viét thé nay trong cuon so ghi chep: ‘Khong nghi ngo gi nita, cung
dién cia Tt than chinh 1 cung dién hung vi, trang 1é nhat trong ca toa dia cung nay, trudc nay
toi chua bao gio dam twdng twong, dung xwong cot lai c6 thé xay dung nén mot tac pham nghé
thuat khién ngudi ta phai kham phuc... (thiéu). O day co may noi dé lai 4n tuong rat siu sac, toi
c6 liét ké bén dudi... (thzeu) Khung xwong quai di cta loai sinh vat khong 16 (hay la twong
da?)... hé tuan tang... bau troi sao... (khéng thé doc duorc). Khoang cach gitta chung rat xa, toi
nghi, 161 18n c6 16 13 & mot trong nhuzng noinay, hodc ciing c6 thé, tang nay van con noi toi chua
tham do toi. Vi lac xubng téi diy tam trang toi rat kich dong, chay qua rat nhleu can phong
md&i nghi téi viéc nhé lai dwong 1én trén, nhung to6i khéng tim dwoc vi tri nao dé xudng tiép



»n

nira...

Trac Moc Cuwong Ba nhu tham trong bung: “Cai 6ng Pieri nay khong l1ay ching ta ra lam tro
dua ddy chtt, mbi lan t&i chd quan trong, khong phai béng nhién bé sét, thi 1a khong nhé duorc,
dung thatla.”

Giao sw Phwong Tan cho may t1nh hién thi nhitng noi ho da di qua, man hinh lién hién 1én
mot hinh vé 2D, 6ng chi tay noi: “Co trong thay khong, ca birc vach déu 1a mot duong thang,
chung ta giong nhu dang di trong mot gian phong khong 16, khong thé nao do dém dwoc dai
rong bao nhiéu, ngwoi Maya da chia no thanh cac gian phong nho hon, moi gian cao chirng
may chuc met, rong dai d6 tram met gi do, ma nhiing thit Pieri nhic toi trong cuon s0, chungta
con chua thay cai nao ca. Pitu lam toi kham phuc nhat chinh Ia tri twéng tuong cua nguoi
Maya, khong ngo ho co thé tao ra nhiéu hinh twong xwong c6t tao hinh tuwong dong ma lai co
phong cach riéng biét dén thé.” Trac Moc Ctrcmg Ba cong lat ma A La trén lung, gat gat dau.
Puwong Man budng canh tay lat mara, néi: “Hoi thé, nhiét dd, mach dap déu van binh thuong,
tam thoi khong co6 gi dang ngai.’

Ho bang qua thém mot gian phong nira, cudi cung cling phat hién mot gian phong ddc biét.
Xung quanh gian phong nay cting trang tri khong khac gi nhiing phong khac, chi cé birc twong
khong 16 & gitra phong khién nguoi ta phai stng sot Trong mat nguoi hién dai thi birc twong
nay khong la chut nao. b6 1a mot b xwong thudc vé loai khung long nao dé, dirng thang cao toi
bon ndm met, chiéu dai mwoi may mét. Nhung loai héa thach nay xuat hlen trong dia cung ctua
ngwoi Maya, that khong thé khong khlen nguwoi ta thdy kinh ngac. Trac Moc Cuong Ba nguoc
mat nhin héa thach khiing long, néi: “Pay la... khiing long bao chida a?” G3 di nhin thidy mot lan
trong vién bao tang.

Giao sw Phuong Tan budc toi gan ngam k§ mot hoi, roi néi: “Ping la hda thach, cu thé 1a
chung loai nao thi khong rd 13m. Nhung ma ky quai that nguoi Maya lam sao ma dao duoc thir
nay dU’O’l long dat nhi? Moi ngudi nhin xem, mac du chd ndo ciing c¢6 d4u vét bi ton hai, nhung
vé tong thé thi van rat hoan chinh. Bon ho da tim du moi cach dao len dong thoi 1ap ghep hoan
chinh bdé xwong héa thach nay, day..” Ong bong hi€u ra, thét 1én: “Day nhat dinh la b6 xwong
sinh vat ky quai ma Pieri trong thay, vi 6ng ay khong hiu hoéa thach la gi, vay nén m¢&i khong
thé phan doan duwoc 1a twong da hay xwong cot.”

“bay la khung long ma, Pieri khong dén ndi ca khing long ciing khong biét chr.” Trac Mdc
Cwong Ba hiéu, cac nha tham hi&m may thé ky trudrc déu la nhirng nguoi co hoc thirc uyén bac,
ma theo g3, nhu'ng van dé thudc vé thuong thirc nhw 13 khiing long, gi®r cd hoc sinh tiéu hoc
cling con biét nira la.

Gido sw Phuwong Tan klem tra lai tw liéu r01 noi: “Khong c6 gi 1a Ia, cdu xem nay, mai dén nam
1841 tw ‘khung long’ maéi dwgc dwa ra, ma ldc 4y thi Pieri da qua doi 1au roi. Theo nhw 6 ong ay
noéi, noi tiép theo cach day rat xa, chung ta vira di vira dé y tim ki€m can thin, th coi c6 thé
tim dwgc dwong lén trén khong.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba dlCh ngwdilat ma A Lalén trén mot chut cho dé cong hon. Pang chuan bi
di tiép, bdng nghe tiéng “cach cach” vang 1én, gi can thin ngoai dau, nira cang thang ntra hoai
nghi nhin cham cham vao bd xwong khung long hoa thach, buéc may budc roi lai quay dau
nhin, sau khi xac dinh héa thach dy khong co biéu hién gila thwong, moi bat dau di xung quanh
dai sanh tim kiém dwong thong 1én trén.

Ba nguoi déu dd mét moi ra roi, gan nhuw la 1at tung ca nen nha Ién, klem tra hét tung birc
tuong xwong nguoi, tirng goc cot, khong phat hién ra bat ct dwong nao c6 thé 1én trén, nhung
bay thi dung phai khong it. Mot lan buong Man cham phai ché6t bay dwdi chan, birc tuong bo
xwong trudc mdt co dot nhién mé bung 16ng ngurc, suyt chut nira da kéo ca nguoi buong Man
vao trong, lam Du'omg Man so hai kéu rd 1én. Sau lan do, buong Man ctr bAm sat bén canh Trac
MoOc Cweorng Ba ma tim ki€m, tw nhién thanh lang phi mit mot nhan luc.

Cudi cung, gido sw Phwong Tan ciling Ién tiéng: “Xem ra khong phai & day roi, di thoi, dén noi



tiép theo. Nhung trén dwong di cling phai cin thdn xem xet, c6 khi & ngay bén duong cin
khong chirng. Noi dung cudn sb cua ong Pieri qua_ ‘that rat ky la, bau troi sao? Moi nguoi biét
trong tiéng Anh, bau troi sao con nghia nao khac nita khong?”

O mot noi khac trén cung tang kim tu thap d6, mwoi mdy tén du kich dang vay quanh bé da
mau trang ma luc ndy Soares ding canh. Bé d4 nay cao hon dau nguoi, trong giong nhu mot
cai nap quan tai khong 16, bén trong bé c6 nhidu bdt vun mau nau dat, trong rat giong mau khd.
Pam du kich chi biét gai dau gai tai, khong ai néi ra duoc rot cudc thir nay dung dé lam gi.

Mot t1eng kéu tham thiét vang lén, Gonzales giat thot minh, khong hiéu lai co thang ngu den
dui nao giam phai bay roi, han xoay phat nguoi lai ngodc miéng ra chiri béi: “Khéng phai da
x€p hang réi a? Sao con glam phai bay nira vay?”

Mot ga linh du kich diéng sau lung han tai mat néi: “Khong phai bay, Buck... Buck... hdn bi
chudt tha di roi! Chuot, chudt, 16n, 16n, 16n 1dm! Téi chwa bao gior thay con chudt nio 16n nhu
thé ca!”

Gonzales cho han mot bop tai, gian dir quat 1én: “Chuot thi to dwoc thé nao cht? Kéo dll’O’C ca
ngudi di hay sao?” Tén linh du Kkich kia uat tc 6m bd mat swng vu, li nhi bién bach: Chuot
dung 1a chudt ma, chuwa bao gior toi thay con chudt ndo lén dén thé. La chuot, ding la chudt...

Gonzales chiti béi Am 1 rit manh mot hoi thudc cho bot cang thang, nhung m&i budc dugc
hai buoc, da nghe tiéng “xi xi”, trwdc mat bong trudn ra mot con tran khong 10. Gonzales giat
ban mlnh roi ca diéu thuéc xuong dat. Bén tén thi ha sau lung han cung lic nd sung ban loan
xa, cudi cung ciing coi nhw ban chét duoc con vat, dong thoi trong goc lai thap thoang mot cai
bong, dwong nhw la mét con tran khac vira chui vao trong vung toi.

Basaka nhac nhd: “Sép, hinh nhw tang nay khong chi c6 bay rap, ma con co rat nhiéu dong vat
cd 1on, tran khong lo do la tran khéng 16 ddy. Hon nita, con mot sé dira di vao 16i ré, gior van
chwa tim thay, qua ntra la da...

Gonzales han hoc ' giam manh lén diéu thuoc dudi dit, néi: “Con me no, cdi chd quy tha ma
bat nay, néu tang nay con khong tim thay thir gi, vay ching ta... chung ta.. déch tim nira!” Han
da nhan nai hét mirc c6 the, khong thé tlep tuc ctr nham huwong c6 nguy hiém ma tién 1én nira.

Dang nao ciing da tim dll’O’C téi day roi, lan sau mang theo nhiéu ngudi hon téi day, tao khong
tin 1a khong pha hét duoc dong bay nay!” Trong dau Gonzales tham nh.

“Trd Ve la mot lwa chon sang suot, ching may nén ve twr 1au roi maoi phal gio thi da muodn
mat roi.” Trong bong toi vong lai mot am thanh xa la, hong sting cua tat ca dam du kich déu
hwéng vé phia c6 Am thanh cat 1én 4y.

“Ké nao?” Gonzales rit 1én, co thit khap nguoi déu giat giat.

Soares tu trong bong toi buwéc ra dwdi anh den, nira guwong madt nhw chim ung ma quy cuay
khién dam du kich glat th6t minh, thAm nhu, chang 1€ lai 1a xac wop van nam doi mo song day!
Soares cwoi cwoi noi: “Dung huyet trl d& khéi  dong cung dién cua Tw than la mot qua trinh rat
dai va phtrc tap. Ta can ba cai xac song, ba cai xac chét, ba bd da nguwoi, ba tii mat, rat vui vi
bon may co6 thé cung cap cac thir y.

Mic du Gonzales khéng hiéu y déi phtrong 13m, nhung sat khi trong t1eng cuoi ay thi han
nhan ra duoc, tén béo vung tay 1én _quat: “Mac cha may la ai, khong thang nao dam can trudc
mat bon tao dau chet di!” Lenh vira ha xuéng, t1eng sung lap tlrc vang lén, Soares bat cuoi
khuing khuc lach ngwoi bién mat vao trong bong tdi. Gonzales vung tay lén néi: “May, may, 1én
Xxem sao.”

Hai tén trong ddi du kich cam sung, de ddt tién lai gan chd Soares vira bién mat, sau dé cling
bién mat ludén vao bong toi, da mudoi phit tréi qua ma khong thady dong tinh gi, ciing khong co
ho6i am. Basaka 16n tiéng goi: “Nay, ching may dau roi? Scoter, Landark, tra loi di!” Bon phia
xung quanh anh dudc bap bung, tinh ling dén dang so.



Basaka dich than dan theo bén tén thudc ha, phdp phong lo s¢ lan tim vé hwong hai nguoi
kia bién mat. Gonzales nhin thdy hét sitc rd rang, nam nguwoi chim vao bong toi. Chot cé tleng
sung vang lén. Trong anh Iira, Gonzales trong thay mot bong den khong 16 va bong ngudi nho
bé chong 1én nhau. Sau d6 tiéng sing im bat, tiéng nguoi cling im bat. Gonzales giwong khau
sung may lén, quet mot loat dan vao bong t6i, nhwng khong cé gi hét, han run run giong néi:

“Con me no, quai that!”

“Al” Sau lung Gonzales chot vang 1én tiéng kéu tham thiét, tén béo vira xoay nguwdi lai, tic
khic s¢ do nguoi ra...

Ba nguoi bon Trac Moc Cwong Ba vira di vira tim klem Khoéng biét bao nhiéu lau sau, gido suw
Phuwong Tan dot nhién chi tay vao man hinh may tinh: “Ching ta chuyén hwéng roi.”

“Gi co a?” Trac Moc Cuong Ba hoi. Gidao sw Phwong Tan dap: “Cau nhin di, truéc do chung ta
di theo hwéng Dong Tay, ké tir gian dai sanh nay, gio chuyén thanh huéng Nam Bic roi.”

Trac Moc Cuwong Ba héi: “Vay nghia la thé nao?”

Giao su Phwong Tan giai thich: “T6i nghi, tang nay tong cong duoc chia lam bén khu vuc 16,
tat cd cac gian sanh chung ta vira di qua chic c6 1é thudc khu phla Nam, gian phong chtra bd
xwong khung long hoa thach la trung tam, hai bén phan bs déi xing, s6 hrcrng va tao hinh cac
gian sanh déu twong tu nhw nhau.”

“Cai gl co!” Trac Moc Cuong Ba lon tleng kéu lén: “Y ctia thay gido 13, ching ta di lau nhuw vay,
cling méi chi di dwoc mot phan tw clia tang nay thdi hay sao?”

Giao su Phuwong Tan gat dau: “Chi so la thé, toi nght, mudn tim du'o'ng 1én trén, it nhat chdng
ta cling mat tron mot ngay dé tim kiém hét tat ca cac gian sanh mat.”

Nghe gido sw Phuong Tan ndi, Puong MAn mét moéi nghiéng ngwoi dwa vao Trac Moc Cwong
Ba. Ty mé cung tang thir bay ho da khong an thtr 81, sau do lai phai treo thang, leo twong nit
than, 1an dudéi nuoc mot thoi gian dai, the lyc qua thyc da tiéu hao gan hét. Gido sw Phuwong
Tan cling chi y dén van dé nay. Ong noi: “Hay 1a nhw vay di, doi vdi cac gian sanh doc duong,
chung ta khong can tim qua ti mi lam gi, chu yeu clr nham vao mdy noi Pieri nhac dén 3 ay, toi
cho rang bdn gian sdnh nay chic han déu 12 vi tri trung tAm ctia bon khu vuc. Chung ta den gian
sanh trung tam th hai thi dung lai nghi mot chut, thé lwc tiéu hao nhiéu qua rdi, néu khong
nghi ngoi chinh dén lai, co thé khong chiu ndi dau.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba va Puong Man gat ddu dong y. Ba nguoi lai t1ep tuc hwdng vé phia Bac.
May gian 'sanh huong Nam Bac va nhitng gian hwong bong Tay khi nay khac biét nhau kha rd
rét, tat ca cac gian sanh huwong Dong Tay deu lay phu diéu hinh dau lau tac trén tuong lam chu
dao, trang tri bang cac nét cham bd xwong noé 1€ mau den; con cac gian sanh lic nay lai lay
tuong da hinh dau lau 16m 1am cht dao. Bon ho tim thay mot burc twong dau lau cao toi ndm
mét, nang dé chirng ca tram tin trong mot gian sanh lon. Nguoi Maya tac bire twong nay glong
y nhur that, bén trong thi dac rudt, ro la duoc lam tir nguyén mot tang da trang 16mn, that kho ma
tuong tuong dwgc nguoi Maya c6 dai 1am thé nao dé dwa tang da ning nhuw vay xudng dwoc
dén tang nay.

Cu01 cung, khi ho di qua mdt cai dau lau d4, téi gian sanh t1ep sau, tredc mat lién xuat hién
mot cai h6 tuan tang, song lai hoan toan khac han véi nhitng gi ho da twdng twong trong dau.



Ho tuan tang

Gian dai sanh ¢ gitra 1o6n gap hon ba lan cac gian xung quanh, mat san vOn phang 1y tron tudt,
bon bé déu Idm xuéng nhw duong xe dién ngam, hinh thanh nén cac dwong ranh dai hinh chit
nhat. Giao su Phwong Tan ldy may do ra quan, trac so bd mot chut. Nhitng dwong ranh nay rong
ba mét, sdu nam mét, chiéu dai khong déu, nam trong khoang tlr mot tram dén mot tram nam
muoi mét. Trong cac hé tuan tang can phai c6 xwong cot, didu nay khong hé sai, nhung h6 tuin
tang ma ho trong thdy lai khac voi tat ca nhiing cho khac cac bo xwong kho bén trong khong
xép thanh hang thanh 16i may chuc bo hay may tram bo mot, ma la vo s khuc xwong chat
chong 1én nhau, glong nhw mot déng do6 choi xép hinh gd ném lung tung xuong ay vay. Trong
nhiing déng xwong ay, co xwong nguoi, co xwong thu, hét nhw nhitng birc twong xung quanh,
moi khiic xwong déu anh lén mot sac trang thdm thwong, mot mau trang quai di, r6 la khong c6
tap chat, tira ho nhu moi khiic xwong trong ay déu da dwoc ngwoi ta cao rira sach sé hoan toan,
sau d6 m&i ném xudng hé tudn tang vay.

buong Man cui ddu xudng, khong dam nhin tac pham nghé thuit khiing bo theo trwong phai
siéu thuc nay. Trac Moc Cuong Ba thic mac: “Gido su, nhitng b6 xwong trong nay duong nhu
rat khong binh thu'o'ng, theo toi thi thi c6t bén trong hé tuan tang 1€ ra khong nén sach sé nhw
vay m@i dung chir.”

Gido sw Phwong Tan gat dau: “Cau noéi khong hé sai, hé tuan tang ¢ day khong phai hé tuan
tang theo nghia truyén thong H6 tuin tang theo nghla truyen thong, tic la dem nguoi va gia
stc con song cung luc giét chét khi ha tang cac quy nhan, roi chén xuong cac ho cac ranh da
dao san trong mo. Ngwoi sau khi chet thi thé mai riva ra, cong voi mot loat nhirng phan tng
hoa hoc sinh hoc, xwong c6t phai gan nhur mau bun dat moi ding, con xwong cbt & ‘trong nay,
qua terc la qua trang Hon nita, da c6 tran thé am binh roi, tai sao con phai dao hé tuan tang
lon thé nay lam gi nira nhi?” Ong tht gidm mot chan xuong hé tuan ‘tang, dung strc dan xuong,
roi néi: “Cac khic xwong lén chat 1dm, s6 lwong xwong cot chdn & day khing dinh 1a nhiéu

khing khiép!”

Puong Man kéo kéo canh tay Trac Moc Cuong Ba, mat i may chau néi: “Chuing ta, chiing ta an
& day hay sao? Em, em khong nudt néi dau.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba noi: “Gido sw, chung ta tr¢ lai gian sanh trudc, an uéng nghi ngoi roi
quay lai tra tim nhitng hé tuan tang nay dwoc khéng?”

Giao sw Phuwong Tan gat dau dong y. Ba ngudi lién vong tré lai dn udng. Pay ciing la s6 thitc
an cudi cung con lai ctia ho roi. Puong Man 1ay thudc ra truyén qua dwong tinh mach cho lat
ma A La.

Lic nay, co mat Gonzales khong ngirng co giat, toan than bi mot bau khéng khi bang lanh
thAm dim mui mau tanh bao phu. M@ trén nguoi han gio day c6 nhiéu thém may chdng nita
cling khong ngan noi cdm giac lanh 1€o dy. Trudc mdt han, bay con tran khong 16 Nam My dang
nghéch cao dau, trong tya nhuw bay chiéc cot. Duoi anh dudc, dau tran khong 16 cang thém am
lanh ghé ron. Sau tén thudc ha con sot lai cua hin da bi sau con tran kia siét chat, luc nay da
thé ra nhiéu hit vao it, e rang khoé ma song noi. Gonzales song ngan nay | tudi réi ma cling chwa
tirng trai qua tinh canh nao hung hiém t&i nhuong nay, han gio khiu siing may trong tay lén,
song khi thé thi da bi de bep tir 1y, ai ma biét sau con tran khac liéu c6 cung lic b6 téi cho hin
hay khong, ct nghi dén cdm gidc bi nidm con trin phan thay la toan than Gonzales run 1én ban
bat.

“Tang nay cé rat nhleu tran khong 16 Nam My va loai chuot khong 16 ma con ngudi Xep vao
hang dong vat tién St, déu la do nguoi Maya c6 dai nudi tha trong day dé bao vé lang m cho vi
vua ton quy nhat ctia ho - vi vua duy nhat tw xung la T than Ahezt.” Hlnh bong Soares lai hién
ra trong toi tam nhw mot bong ma. Khong can phai noi, tat ca tha ha con lai cua Gonzales déu
da gap tinh trang twong tu roi. Soares né mot nu cwoi dang so, chi vao ngwc minh: “0f tang nay,
1&i tao tirc 1a ménh 1énh.” Soares mim cudi bwdc vé phia Gonzales, mot con trin khong 16 c¢& bu



nam Vat véo ngay trudc mat, khong nging van veo than minh mé duwdng cho Soares, dong thoi
cling c6 thé chan dan cho y. Soares di sau con ran, gwong mat stit seo nham nhé cla y trong
con dit ton hon mit ran gap boi, anh dubc bap bung khong ngtng, khi mo khi td, khién cho
gwrong mat dé twa hd nhuw cé vo s6 con sau thit bo nhung nhic bén trén.

Gonzales nhin Soares, tia nhu mot tén chuyén lam viéc Xau nh1n tha'y ma quy, han khong
dam tin trén doi nay la1 c6 chuyén nhw vay, lai c6 nguoi nhu vay. “Dung qua day! Tao bao la
dung qua day!” Tén béo khan giong ra sirc hét 16m, hin ném khau sung may trong tay ra, xé
toang vat o, dat tay 1én nut an kich no, héa ra bén trong nguoi hin quén day thudc nd. Soares
dirng lai, y biét 16 uy lyc cua dong thudc né ay, mot khi bi kich hoat, cho do thura strc huy diét
ca tang thit nAm nay, ca y cling khong ngo tén béo nay lai deo thudc né bén minh nhuw thé. Bon
tran phia truwdc Soares can trong vay ldy y, dau ran ngoc lén sau lung, khién thoat nhin ct nhu
thé Soares dang ngoi trén mot chiéc ngai két bang 10 tran khdng 16 Nam My 4y vay.

Gonzales nghiéng dau, kh6ée mig¢ng giat giat rat khong tu nhién, toan than cing do: “May
duirng c6 qua day! Qua day la tao sé cho nod chét chung mot Iwot ludn! May tha tao di, tao khong
can cai gi & day nita, nhwong cho may hét! Cho may hét toan bs!”

Soares thodi mai nga nguwoi ra sau, dwa lwng vao than thé cudn tron cda con tran, mim cuoi
noi: “Cac tht ¢ day? O’ ddy thi co thw gi? May cho tao duorc cai gi? bung, dung, dwng kich dong,
may Khong can | phai cang thang qua, nguyén liéu tao can cung da du roi, doi voi tao may khong
con gia tri gi nira. May muon di thi c di, ldc nao cling dwoc...” Giong y dot nhién bién doi, lanh
lung budng mdt cau: “Chi c6 diu, e rang may khong thé ra khéi day dwo'c thoi!”

Gonzales da dan dan hoi lai sau mét lic kinh hoang ban dau, thdy bon tran khong 16 Nam My
nay hoan toan phuc tung trudéc déi phu'o'ng chang khac gi may con tran trong ganh x1ec dong
thoi cling nhé lai v s6 bay rap noi day, han chi c6 mét minh, dich thuce 1a khong co nang luc
tranh né nhirng co quan bay rap duoc che gidu hoan hao do. Chi nghe Soares noi tlep “(y day
con c6 vo sO chuot khong 16 Nam M¥, bon sinh vat tién st ay, ca tao cling khong cé cach nao
diéu khién duwoc chung, néu may dung phai chung, ctr thit gio nit bAm ra huo huo trwdc mat
ching xem c6 con nao ng6i xuong dam phan véi may hay khong Y vueon nguoi mot cai, roi
ding day. Gonzales voi lui lai hai budc. Soares thong tha noéi: “Tao phai lam viéc, may khong
con viéc gi thi ctt di di. U'm, ding roi, quén bao voi may mot viéc, thirc dn cua i chuot ay la
tran khong 16 Anaconda day, tw nghi xem rét cudc ching 1én thé no di.”

Gonzales khép vat 4o lai, tay van khong dam budng ndt bam ra, 1dm bam héi: “R6t cudc may
la ai?”

“Tao ha?” Soares n moét nu cwoi khinh miét: “Tao la nguoi khai quat co mg, da nghién ctru
cai dia cung Ah Puch nay may nam roi. Co quan bay rap va cac sinh vat & day tao déu ro nhu
long ban tay. Bay gio, chi can kich hoat huyet tri, m& ra lang tAm cta quoc vuong, 1a c6 thé truc
tiép doi dién véi canh ctta cAm ky cudi cling roi.”

“Lang tAm cuia quoc vwong?” Pay 1a lan dau tién Gonzales nghe thay c6 nguwdi ndi dén tang
nay thuc s la cai gi.

Soares hoi: “Sao vay, may khong biét a? Toa kim tu thap 16n nay, chinh la x3y nén dé an ting
vi quan chu cubi cung cua Bach thanh - quoc vuong vi dai bach chién bach thang Ah Puch. Ong
dy chon cai tén trung voi tén Tt than, dé biéu thi minh chinh la T& than. Vi viy sau khi chét,
qudc vuong sé cai quan tang dia nguc thr nam, thong linh ca chin ting dia nguc. Thé nao,
chiing ta trao doi diéu kién di, may giup tao lam viéc, tao sé dan may ra khoi day, mot minh tao
khé&i dong huyét tri thi ton thoi gian qua.”

Gonzales nhu ke sap chét dudi vé dll’O’C coc, vdi cii dau khom lung néi: “Vang, vang, xin ngai
ctt ra 1énh, t6i nhat dinh sé lam t6t.” Han biét cach lam thé nao khién ké khac khuat phuc,
dwong nhién cling biét phai khuat phuc trueéc ké manh nhu thé nao.

Soares gat dau: “T6t lam, may 10t da ba tén ra trudc da, xuy..” Y chim miéng huyt gio mot
tiéng, ba con tran khong 16 1ap tic cudn chat lai, ba tén du kich gdy hét xwong c6t, noi tang bi



ep phoi ra qua miéng. Soares lam ra ve ai ngai: Ay, that la, bon tran nay khong blet khong ché
strc manh gi hét, lam gay hét cd xwong roi, xem ra cong doan 16t da ctia may ton cong hon mot
chut roi.”

Da mat Gonzales giat giat, lanh lung néi: “Kh6éng van dé gi, cit giao cho toi di.”

SO thirc an cubi cung cting bi ba nguoi dung hét, gio thanh ra ba 16 trén lung nhe di phan nao,
nhung ganh ndng tam ly thi lai tang thém mot bac. Trac Moc Cuong Ba khich 16 Puong Man
khac _phuc noi so, roi ba nguoi lai quay vé chd ho tuin tang t1m ki€m co quan va dudng thong
1én tang trén. Pi qua may cai ho, gido sw Phu'ong Tan néi: “Cwong Ba a, cau phat hién ra gi
chwa, xwong cot trong diy duwoc phan loai day.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba “im” mot tiéng, ga ciing da phat hién ra, xwong trang trong cac hé tuan
tang nay, néu la xwong swon thi déu dit chung trong mot hd, xwong tay hoac xwong chi trudc
duoc dat chung mot h6, xwong so lai dwoc diat chung mot hé khac, khong hiéu dung y cda
ngudi Maya la gi nita.

Sau khi nhay qua ca1 hé thr mwoi, gido sw Phwong Tan 16n tiéng goi: “Mau qua day, Cwong
Ba! O’ day c6 canh cira.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba va Buong Man v0i chay theo giao sw Phuong Tan, phat hién ra canh ctra
nay ké sat vai vach twong da phia Tay, vi tao hinh rat gong v6i cOt da xwong suwon, nhin tir xa
rat kho phan biét. Chan trudc mat ho la mot cai ho tuan tang dai chirg tram mét, bén tron
trong huo trong hodc, chi sau chitng bang chiéu cao mdt nguoi. Ba ngwdi nhay xudng dudi ho,
quan sat & khoang cach gan cho that ky.

Khe clra huéng thang 1én trén, cudi cung bién mait trong bong toi. Hinh dang canh clra nay
trong nhuw khoang nguc nguoi ta, gitta cac xwong suon la hoa van doc, rat giong co thit, gilra
nhing co thit diém xuyét bdi cac hinh tuong xuong nguoi. Con co rat nhiéu hinh bd Xwong
nhé bang ban tay dang dau dén lin 16n trén cura, bi Itra thiéu, bi sét danh, bi bua da dap, vung
vay hong thoat than, nhung déu toat 1én ve tuyét vong truoc canh c1ra dong kin. May ngwoi bon
Trac Moc Cwong Ba dirng trwcrc canh ctra nay, 1ap ticc dang 1én cam gidc minh that nho bé.
Pudng Man thé dai thot 1én: “Canh cira 1on qua!”

Trac Méc Cwong Ba lam bam: “Clra dia nguc trong truyén thuyét, cé 1é chinh 1a nhw viy day.”

Gido sw Phuong Tan noéi: “Nhung tim khap xung quanh ma ciing chua thay chét mé clra &
dau. Cau nhin nhirng xwong swon nay xem, la két cdu nam ngang, khong hiéu c6 phai la thang
treo hwéng 1én trén hay khong.”

Puong Man khong dam bam Ién do, gido sw Phuwong Tan thi tudi tc da cao. Trac Moc Cuong
Ba bén dat lat ma A La xu6ng: “Téi di thir xem c6 tréo 1én dwoc khong.”

Gido sw Phwong Tan dwa dén pha chiéu sang cho gi, dan do: “Can thian day.”

Trac Moc Cuwong Ba deo mil chiéu sang lén, giat dén vao that lung, roi bat dau tréo Ién tu goc
phia Nam canh ctra 16mn. Khoang cach gitra cac khuc xwong suon khong 16 chwa dén nira mét, &
gitra lai co rat nhiéu hinh dau lau xwong cot nhé go ra, treo 1én khong ton sirc chit ndo. Chang
mdy chéc, Trac Moc Cwong Ba da khong con nhin thay gido sw Phuong Tan va buong Man bén
duoi nita. Luc nay ga maéi phat hién ra, canh ctra nay khong thang, ma hinh cong, giong nhu cai
thung go, hai dau nho, & gitta phinh to. Trac Moc Cuong Ba dung ca tay 14n chan, nhanh chdéng
bo 1én téi dinh, tinh toan so so, canh cong nay cao chirng nam chuc mét gi d6, nhung duwong
nhw van con cach tang trén mot khoang khong nho chut nao. Ga bat dau dlch chuyen theo
phuong ngang ra giira canh ctra, vi ¢ gitra cao hon mot chut. Chi thiy bén trén khe ctra c6 ba
dau lau xép thanh hinh chir pham () ngwoc, moi dau lau déu c6 ba mat, mot mat hwong phia
trwdc, hai mdt ngoanh sang hai bén trai phai, h6c mit ciia cac dau lau da bi hiy hoai mot cach
nghlem trong, twa nhw co nguoi cO 'y dung dao choc khoeét vao trong dé vay. Trac Moc Cuong
Ba tw hiéu, co 1& trudce day trong cac hoc mat nay la ngoc hay da quy gi do, gio thi da bi bon
trom mo lay di roi. P& nhin xem canh ctra ndy con cach tang trén bao xa, ga bat dén pha Ién,



nhung canh twong hién ra tredc mit, lai mot Ian nira lam ga kinh ngac strng nguoi.

Trac Moc Cuong Ba khong thé ngo, tran cua tang dia nguc thr nam nay lai khong hé tron
nhan thang thom, ma duoc nguoi Maya dung vo so cac ruong da, keo da gac chong lén nhau.
Noi nay trong nhtr t6 kién hay to ong, hodc co thé ndi la giong dong Ban To trong Tay Du Ky
cling khong qua dang, cac keo da ruong d4 4y néi lién véi nhau, cudi cung hinh thanh mot
mang lwdi khong 16. Ma tac dung clia mang luéi nay lai la... bén trén do cho nao ciing thay tran
Nam M§, bon ching lwdi nhac cu6n minh bén trén ruong keo, dwong nhu dang say ngu, thi
thoang m&i nhuc nhich than hinh mét chat, cuén thém mot vong. Duéi anh sang ngon den pha,
mang luoi ruong keo quan day tran Nam My dy trong hét nhw mot con quai vat ¢ vo sé co thit
c6 thé nhu dong nhung nhc.

Trac Moc Cuong Ba chi chiéu dén moét lan, nguoc mat nhin 1én, tran nhiéu vo ké, twa hod
khong thé dém hét, gd nhan luc 1ii quai vat 4y con chwa bi danh thl,l’C vOi vang leo xuong Giao
sw Phlrcrng Tan dang thap thédm cho doi phia dwéi, vira thdy Trac Moc Cudng Ba xudng lien hoi
ngay: “Thé nao ha? Co 1én duoc khong?”

Trac Moc Cuwong Ba lac dau quay quay: “Khong, khong thé 1én trén d6. Tréo 1én t&i dinh canh
ctra 1a hét duwong, hon nita, bén trén con cé rat nhiéu tran Nam M§.”

“Tran Nam M§y? Bén trén cé rit nhiéu?” gido sw Phwong Tan héi. Pudng Man cling kéu lén
mot tiéng khe khé.

Trac Moc Cuong Ba gat dau: “Bon chung déu & trén rueong da phia trén, hinh nhw ho cé y xay
nhuw vay dé 1ii tran cé ché nghi ngoi.’

Giao sw Phuwong Tan noi: “Noi nhw vay, tang nay mai 1a sao huyét ctaa la tran khéng 16 Nam
My, con & ting dum chang qua 1a bi roi xuéng qua mleng ho kia théi.” Trac Moc Cwong Ba gat
dau: “E la nhw vay.” Gido suw Phwcmg Tan chot nhiu may: "Vay bon chuot khong 16 thi sao? Luc
tang dwdi khéi dong chot mo co quan, ca tang déu bi nhan chim trong nwéc, so rang dé ciing
khong phai sao huyét ciia ching dau.”

Du'(rng Man bat dau thiy ciang thang, Ii nhi hoi: “Vay... vay tang nay, khong phai con nhiéu
hon...” Trong dai sanh chot vang 1én tiéng dong la, lam budng Man s¢ qua kéu ru lén.

Phia xa xa vang lén nhitng 4am thanh khéng ai hiéu n6i. Trac Moc Cuong Ba va gido sw
Phwong Tan dong thanh kéu 1én: “Quan du kich!”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba ngang dau 1én nhin ra xa, chi thay ba tén du kich dau hoang mat chudt,
hai tay ndm chic bang sung dang tién vé phia ho buwdc di mot bwdc toan than lai run 1én moét
chap, liéng biéng lao dao.

Trac Moc Cuwong Ba phuc nguoi xuéng: “Chung déu c6 sung cd, lam sao day?” Ga rut sung luc
ra, bén trong chi con hal vién dan, sau d6 lai liéc mit nhin lat ma A La, tham nhi: “Gia dai su
tinh lai dwoc thi tot roi.”

Giao sw Phuong Tan noéi: “Chung khong biét chung ta dang & dau, do6 1a wu thé cta ching ta,
thit hai tén truwdec, con lai moét tén sé de doi ph6 hon.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba néi: “Nhung, sing nd mot tiéng, chi ban dwoc mot tén, chac chin sé& lam
kinh dong hai tén kia.”

Giao su Phwong Tan noi: “Vi thé, sau khi bin tring mot tén, cdu phai nhanh chong chuyen
huong, ban chét tén thit hai. Nhw ciu quan sat lic nay, vi tri ciia ba bon chiing bay gio & cho
nao roi?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba nghi ngoi mot thoang, roi dap: "Mot tén dang tién vé phia ching ta.” Loi
vira méi dirt, trén dau ba nguoi da _vang lén tiéng lay ch6t sing, k& dé 1Ia mot trang tiéng gi
khong hiéu. Gido sw Phwong Tan nging dau 1én nhin tén linh du kich mac quan phuc dang chia
sung vao minh, héi Trac Moc Cwong Ba: “Sao, sao cau khong néi sém?”



Tén linh du kich kia cling da so dén hon _phiéu phach tan tir 1au, thiy doéi phuong co bon
nguoi, lai co mot nguoi dang nam, mot nguoi 1a phu ni, lién 14p tirc quay dau lai 16mn tleng goi
dong bon. Trac Moc Cuong Ba da trai qua huin luyén dac biét, sao c6 thé b qua co hoj tot nhu
vay, nhan mot thoang ltc tén du kich quay dau, ga thuan thé kéo manh, 16i ca ngwdi han xudéng
ho tuln tang.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba cAm khiu M4 trong tay hdn 1én: “Gid chiing ta c6 hai khiu stng roi.”

“Vay sao?” Gido sw Phuong Tan don lay khau sung, thao hop dan ra, dwa cho Trac Moc Cuong
Ba xem. Trac Moc Cwdong Ba gian dit quat: “Khong c6 dan con cam stng ra doa, dung 1a that
chang ra sao!”

Gido sw Phwong Tan cudi khd: “Vira réi lic han gat chot toi da thay khong & on roi. Vi nét mat
han van nhw dang bi ap luc kinh khung 1dm, ngwdi da quen cAm sing, khi o sing trén tay cam
giac sé vitng vang hon mdt chit. Xem ra bon chung cling hoang s¢ khong kém gi ching ta dau.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba ngang dau 1én nhin lan nita, thay hai tén du kich con lai bién mat, ré rang
la ching da mai phuc & mot trong cac hé tuan tang chira diy xwong nguoi kia roi. Trac Moc
Cuong Ba noi: “Nhu vay khong phai la cach, chung ta khong thé bi chung gitr chan lai cho nay
mai duwoc, hon nira & ddy con co cac sinh vat nguy hiém, can phai [am thit ching truéec, roi kip
thoi tim 16i ra. D& toi di xtr ly ching cho.”

Glao sw Phuwong Tan ciing dong tinh: “Duoc, vay ching toi sé yém ho cho cau.” buong Man
noi: “Can than nhé anh.” Trac Moc Cudng Ba wdn nguc anh diing dap: “Yén tam di, anh sé cin
trong ma.”

Giao sw Phuong Tan va Puong Man gay tleng dong 1on & mot dau ho tudn tang. Trac Moc
Cuong Ba ¢ phia bén kia treo 1én, khom nguoi bo toi trude. Khong c0 anh sang, phan gitra dai
sanh t6i tdm mo mit, chi c6 ting dai tirng dai xuwong trang chdt day cac hé tuan tang trong cuc
ky noi bat, hai tén du kich ndm trong hé, ngwoc lai cang dé& dé 16 vi tri. Trac Moc Cwong Ba bo
rap nguoi xuong dat, nhich dan ra phla sau Iung bon ching, khi da vao tam bin, ga lién rat
sing ra ngam chuan, ch1 ‘nghe hai tiéng “cach cach” khong ngo lai ket dan, Trac Moc Cuwong Ba
gio méi suc nhé ra, & tang dudi ga quén khong cho sing luc vao ba 16, nén da bi vao nuérc.
Tiéng dong kia rat nho song ciing lam hai tén du kich giat minh, chung lap tirc quay dau lai,
chia hong sung vao Trac Moc Cwong Ba.

Trac Moc Cwong Ba biét da hw _chuyén, nhung ciing khong thé dau hang nhu vay duorc, ga
dinh loi dung khi thé 4p dao hai ten du kich von da nhu chim s¢ canh cong nay, lién gla bo hét
strc b1nh tinh, 1o tiéng quat 1én: “Khong dugc ctr dong, tén nao dong day ta ban tén ay! Khong
duoc ctr dong' Ngoan ngoan dirng yén cho tao!” Hai tén du kich d6i dién vo1i gd cing lon tiéng
quat mang xi xa xi x6, xem ra y do ciing khong khac Trac Mdc Cwong Ba la mdy.

Co6 diéu, ca hai bén déu gio sing chia vao doi phwong song khong hé c6 y dinh no sting, chi
khong ngirg quat nat, doa dam, uy hlep phe bén kia. Chi mot thoang sau, Trac Moc LCuong Ba
da nhin ra van dé, ga vit sing sang mot bén, vong tay ra sau that lu'ng ‘Hét dan rodi ha? Sao
khong néi soém di.” Ga vong tay mo mo mot luc thim than khéng on: “Hong bét! Con dao di sian
ctia minh d4u ro6i? Chang lé roi mat liuc & dwdi nwée? Hay la bi thiy gido lay di mat ldc minh
dang hon mé? Thoi toi, lan nay ding la so y mit Kinh Chau r6i.”

Hai tén du kich thiy thé lién hi€u ngay, nhin nhau cwoi cwdi, gon gang chin chu thao sung vit
sang mot bén, sau do cling gon gang chin chu cho tay vao ch thit lung rat soat, hai con dao
san sang loang da cim trén tay roi.



Bau tro1i sao

DPoi mat véi hai con dao sang loang, Trac Moc Cuwong Ba hudng anh mat nhin cham cham vao
hé tudn tang, bén duoi chat day nhirng khtic Xuwong swon cong cong, tham doc di doc lai cau
thién ngit cua lat ma A La, tw nhic nhé minh: Trong long khéng c6 quy, tat khong phai so gi;
trong long khong c6 quy, tat khong phai s¢ gi..” doan nhin xoay vao hai tén du kich, cham
cham khom nguoi xudng, béi moc trong ho tuan tang, thodt cai trong tay da co khuc xwong
swon dai gan mot mét cua loai thi khong 16 nao dé. Khiic xwong nay hinh dang nhw thanh dao
cong, co goc co canh, Trac Mdc Cudng Ba tay phai cam khuc xwong, tay trai chong nanh, ding
thang nguoi, vé trén khong mot dudng cong hét strc dep mat, roi dung dirng khic xwong trudc
nguc minh.

Hai tén du kich dwa mat nhin nhau, tén bén phai vung dao xong lén truoce. Trac Moc Cuong
Ba nhanh nhen sai chan buéc 1én mot budce dai, dam thang toi nhu mot tuyen thu kiém dao
chuyén nghiép, khiic xwong swon ddm mot cach vo cling chudn xac vao gitra nguc tén du kich.
Tén kia twa nhw khong dam tin vao sw that, cti dau nhin xuéng nguc, mac du canh tay hin da
dudi thang hét mic roi, nhwng con dao van con cach Trac Moc Cwong Ba téi hon ba chuc phan.

Trac Mdc Cuong Ba thu khic xwong vé, lai dirng thang lung, khic xwong dung dirng truoc
nguec. Tén du kich kia thdy tinh thé khong on, nhin lai con dao ngan trong tay, voi vang vut sang
mot bén, vira nhin cham cham vao Trac Moc Ctro'ng Ba vura bat chuwéc ga cii xuéng moi moc
trong hé tudn tang. Chang may chdc, hin da mo dwoc mot khic xwong con 1on hon khic Trac
Moc Cuong Ba dang cam trén tay, it nhat ciing phai hai tay méi caAm dwoc. Tén du kich cuoi
gan may tieéng, dung sirc kéo manh, nhung khuc xwong khong lay chuyen han lai kéo tiép, noé
van khong dong day, hdn lién cudng 1én, van hét sirc lvc mam moi mam loi ma 16i.

Trac Moc Cwong Ba ngac nhién nhén ra, tén du kich kia mat c nhin minh chong choc, hai tay
6m mot cai dudi trdn ra sttc ma kéo, lai con kKhéng ngirng cumgan lanh lung vOi ga nira, sac
madt trong hét strc quai di. Trac Moc Cu'o'ng Ba lién nhac nho: “Ay, nay nay..” Tén du kich hét
16n mot t1eng, khong ngor da keo ca con trdn ra khoi dong xwong c6t. Con tran dang ngu say
bung bu'ng tirc gian, cai dudi cudén mat cdi, tén du kich con chwa kip kéu lén thadm thiét da bi
dai xudng, chi thay déng Xwong nhap nho cudon s6ng, mot cai u nho lic troi Ién lic hup xuong
chay lan sang phia bén kia ho tuan tang, roi bon bé lai tré nén tinh lang. Trac Moc Cuong Ba voi
vang virt khiic xwong day mau trong tay di, lam d4u chit thip trwdc nguc, roi quay nguoi trér
lai.

Thay gido su Phwong Tan va Buong Man, ga khong dei cho hai ngwoi kip hoi, néi ludn: ¢ ‘Xong
hét roi, di thoi. Thay giao, Man Man, chung ta nhanh di khéi day thoi, cho nay nguy hiém qua,
khap noi dau dau ciing c6 tran Nam My. Trong hé tudn tang cling c6 nira.” Pwong Man nghe ma
mat hoa thit sic.

Gido su Phwong Tan noi: “Cung dién cua T than, thong thuwong cac vi quan vwong khi chét
déu tw xung la Tw than, dang tiéc qua, chung ta khong tim dwgc cach mo canh ctra nay.” Ding
tredc mot canh cira khong 10 nhu vay ma khong thé tién vao, gido sw Phuong Tan ldy lam tiéc
nudi, ct thé van than dai mai khong théi. Trac Moc Cudng Ba cong lat ma A La 1én, b6n nguoi
lai tiép tuc tlen vé phia gian sanh trung tam tlep theo. Bon ho khong hé dé y thay cho thap nhit
clia canh ctra khong 16 kia dang nga dan sang sac do, con nerng dwong hoa van chay doc nhw
b6 co b6 thit thi lién tuc hut cai sac do6 lom do - mau cia mau twoi - dwa 1én cao.

Soares ban ron khac thuong, cr di di lai lai trong huyet tri, trong dau khong ngung h01 tuong
lai: “Lan trudc 1a dit gan « ¢ vi tri nay, ben dwéi 1a mat, mot cai, hai cai, ba cai; qua tot roi, mau
chay theo duong nay xubéng bén dwdi roi. D€ nhé la1 xem nao, lan trudc dat than & ché nao
nhi? Chd nay a? Khong phai, chd nay chac 1a cho dé bang quang mai phai chw7 Pé nghi lai xem
nao? Con me no! Tai sao cai thtr nay lai phtrc tap thé& nhi? Thang khi kia c6 noi, nghl thirc nay
khong phai ctia ngudi Maya, rot cudc [a clia dan toc nao nh17 Phtrc tap 10n x06n thel” Y ngoanh
dau lai kiém tra xem Gonzales lam dén dau, roi lén tiéng goi: “Nay, thing béo! Nhé cho ky, tAm



da nguwoi & gitra phai cang ra diy, néu khong lic mau chay qua sé 1éch duwong, dén lic ay thi clra
khong mé ra dau!”

Gonzales hoai nghi hoi: “Trong cadnh ctra nay, ding la lang md ctia qudc vueong hay sao?”

Soares noi: Chang 1€ may van con nghi ngo? Tao da ton bao nhiéu nam nghién ctiru ¢ day roi.
May nghi cho kj ma xem, ca dia cung nay c6 tang nao nh1eu co quan bay rap nhu vay khong,
hon nita con bao nhiéu dong vat nguy hiém canh gitt, ngoai lang mo ra, con noi ndo khac can
bao vé nghiém ngat nhw vay nita hay khong?”

C3p mat ti hi ctia Gonzales sang l6e 1én, hdi: “Bén trong 4y, chic 1a c¢é nhiéu do tuy tang 1am
phai khong?”

Soares von da dinh noi: Thang béo chét tiét, may dén mudn mat may nam, bon tao da lay di
het roi,” nhwng bat chot trong thay cai tran nhay mo hoi dau cua Gonzales, 11en doi y: “Dung
vay, bén trong la nhung thir vi quoc veong nay wa thich nhat khi con so6ng, con c6 rat nhiéu do
vat duoc cac chlind 1€ tién cong, theo tinh toan so b6 cla tao, d6 bén trong iy phai tinh bang
tan 4y, hon nita con khong thé dem hét c6 bao nhiéu thu' nita.” Y nhin b6 dang hoi run ray cua
Gonzales, thAm nhu: * Chuyen nay thi tao khong ltra may nhe chi cé diéu gior cac thir dy khong
con bén trong nita roi. ' Nghi doan, y lai bao Gonzales, “Tao nghi, mdt minh tao chac chin
khong thé 13y hét duoc chd dy, vao trong do roi, chiing ta chi 14y nhitng thir tot nhat thoi.”

“Pay, day..” Gonzales vira kinh ngac lai vira mirng r&, kich ddng dén mirc khong biét ndi gi
cho phai.

“Theo nhu'ng gt ghi chép trong so tay cua Pieri, gian dai sanh trung tam t1ep theo chinh la
‘bau troi sao’ roi, rot cudc ‘bau trod sao’ 1a gi vy nhi? Tal sao lai 1a ‘bau troi sao’ ch¥?” Doc
dwong di, khong biét gido su Phuwong Tan da suy nghi veé van dé nay bao nhiéu lan. Tinh toan
dwa theo toc do di b cta ho, 6ng biét, ho da cang lic cang dén gdn gian dai sanh goi la “bau
trod sao” roi. Sau khi hlrcrng Nam Bic chuyén thanh hwéng bong Tay, bd cuc chinh thé cda cac
gian sanh ciing dan c6 thay doi. Khi di qua gian sanh thr muoi, lan dau tién gido su Phuong
Tan nhan ra da bat diu cé the trong thay tran nha. Tran cac gian sanh dang thdp dan xudng,
nhung ai ma biét dwgc bén trén kia con co gi nita? Cac bikc twong than khong 16 bién mat, tranh
trén twong chii yéu 1a vé hinh anh nb 18 xwong kho, y nghia thé nao nhat thoi chuwa thé ly giai
duoc. Nhung du sao gido sw Phuong Tan ciing da ghl toan bo hinh vao mady tinh, tré vé roi sé
tl tlr nghién ctru hodc thinh giao ban beé. bau dau ciing c6 the trong thay do6 trang strc nho hinh
dau lau, tham chi cé cai chi nhé bang ban tay, trong rat glong cac mon do bay bién hay treo
trong nha, nhu'ng lai khong thé cham bira bai, b&i bit c lic nao ciing c6 kha nang dong téi
chét khai dong cac loai bay nguy hiém chét nguoi.

“Dén r6i.” BoOn nguoi dung lai trudc ctra. Canh ctra gian dai sénh trung tdm nay khac han ctra
cac gian sanh xung quanh va ca nhiing noi khac nira. Khung ctra thudn tron, trong nhw doan
ong nwoc xuyén qua mot birc twong, khoang cach gitra hai mat tuwong phal toi muoi may mét.
Bon nguoi dirng & dau nay nhom sang phia c6 gian sanh chinh duoc goi 1a “bau trdi sao” & dau
kia, nhuwng chi thiy mo6t vung t6i den nhw murc.

Trac Moc Cwong Ba cdnh giac néi: “Bén trong khong c6 anh lira, sao lai nhw viy nhi? Thé
nghia 1a thé nao?”

Gido sw Phwong Tan nhin vao long dng tron, noéi: “Day khong han hinh tron, cé vé 1a doan
dwong ngwoi Maya duc mo phong theo hinh khiic xwong dui ngwai thi phai.”

Duong Man dwa nguoi vao nguc Trac Moc Cu'crng Ba li nhi: “Bén trong hinh nhw rat nguy
hiém, em cam gidc dwgc ma, em s, so, em s¢ lam.”

Trac M6c Cwong Ba ndi vdi gido sw Phwrong Tan: “Ching ta xem trong cudn so kia cé ghi chép
gi khong?”

Giao su Phuong Tan bat hinh anh cuén s6 cua Pieri 1én. Ba nguoi cham chu doc lan lwot tirng
trang, cudi cung ciing tim thiy doan miéu ta twong tin vé thit goi 1a “bau troi sao”: “... that sw



qua dep, trong toa dia cung tam toi Am u tran ngap mui mau tanh va hoi thé cla cai chét nay,
day la gian phong dep nhat t6i phat hién ra. Nguoi Maya c6 dai da dung tri tué cta minh sang
tao nén hét -ky tich nay toi ky tich khac, khién t6i hoan toan ch1m dam say sua trong do giac mé
ly tuyét voi dy, tham chi toi con tré nén ich ky, khong mudn nguoi dén sau cung chia sé canh
tuong tuyét dep nay, toi da 14y... [thleu] bung luc nay, nguy hiém dot nhién nay sinh... (thiéu),
diing 1a ngan can treo soi téc, dén gidr hoi twdng lai, toi van con chwa hét so...

Trac Moc Cwdng Ba tron tron mat, quy vai cai may tinh xach tay, gao lén tirc toi: “Tai sao?
Tai sao lai khong c6 nita? Tai sao 1a1 khong c6? Tai sao ctt dén chd ndo quan trong 1a lai nhu
vay cht?!”

Gido su Phwcrng Téan s¢ gd nhat thoi tirc gidn dap vé mit chiéc may tinh, v0i vang cam lén,
dong thoi an ti: “Yén tam di, noi nguy hiém hon khé khan hon nhiéu ma chiing ta con vuot qua
duoc co ma. Mdc dut cudn s6 c6 cho thiéu sét, nhung ciing khong thé trach nguoi ta, y troi da
the ching ta da duoc rat nhiéu loi ich twr cubn so nay roi, khong thé doi hai nhidu thém nia. Pi
vao xem sao di, di nguy hiém thé nao thi ching ta cing van phai di qua dé thoi.”

Poi mi chiéu sang, cam den pha trong tay, ba nguoi di xuyén qua ong tron, bwéc vao gian
dai sanh “bau trdi sao” . Ky la mot diéu 13, trong gian sanh nay khéng ngo lai hoan toan khong
c6 gi. Mot mui hoi théi quai di lan tda trong khong khi, dudi chan chi la san da binh thuong,
vach twong trong khong. ben pha quét qua, ngoai phat hlen ra mai vom rat thiap, khong thay gl
thém nita. Mai vom gian sanh nay wéc chirng chi cao d6 mwoi mét. Vong den pha tu trén tran
ddc biét sang. Ngoai diém do ra, toan bo gian dai sanh nay tuyét d déi khong co gi dic sdc. Cam
giac cua ho luc nay hét nhu vira budrc tir mot cung dién chira day cac tac pham nghe thuat sang
cai kho da trong huéch trong hoac, nang mui ti khi vay. Puong Man bit min thot 1én: “Thé nay
ma g01 la dep a? bay la gian dal sanh xau nhit em tng thay thi c6, hon nita...” C6 chun chun

“Mui & day khé ngtri qua.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba va gido suw Phuong Tan cling 14y 1am kho hiéu, chd nay va trong miéu ta
cua Pieri qua that khac biét qua lon. Mai vom thap kia thinh thoang lai phat ra nhiing tiéng
“cuc cyc cuc”, twa nhuw bén trén dang c6 vo s6 nguoi di di lai lai vay. Trac Moc Cuong Ba hoi
gido su Phu'crng Tan, liéu c6 phai dé la doan khdo sat cua chinh hu nwéc s¢ tai phai dén hay
khong. Cau tra 1o cua gido sw Phwong Tan la khong thé nao, vi tit cd cac Am thanh déu chi han
ché & trong gian dai sanh nay. Ong suy doan, ¢ day c¢ 1€ la khu vuc then chét ctia cd may diéu
khién, tiéng dong bén trén, chinh 1a do chuyén dong tir d6 phat ra.

Bon ho di mot vong quanh dai sanh nhung khong phat hién ra bat ctr khe ho hodc duong
ham nao, chi tim thay gitta dai sanh c6 mot cai tru da, cao bang nira ngwoi. Gido su Phuong
Tan cho rang day chacla nguoi xwa sung bai sinh thuc khl ma tao ra, nhung Puong Man lai to y
phan d6i, vi gitra tru da nay lai co mot vét khia 16m xudng, duong nhw 13 dé tht gl khéc nita,
xem ra thir d3 da bi ngwoi ta ldy di mat roi.

Tim ki€m mét hoi 1au, ba nguoi vo cung that vong chuln bi roi di, chi biét trach trinh do
thuwong thirc nghé thuat ctia minh kém qua, nguoi ta la nha tham hiém tién béi da bao dé la
gian dai sanh dep nhat, vay ma bon ho lai chang thay dep & cho nao. bung lic d6, Buong Man
chot chi tay 1én chd tlep giap gilra twong va mai vom kéu 1én: “Moi ngudi nhin kia, hinh nhw c6
anh sang, hinh nhw c6 anh sang kia!”

Qua nhién, & bon dwong tiép giap ay, anh sang lée 1én chéi mat, twa hé nhw Vach da kham vo
sO bao thach dang phat ra nhirng tia sang du do nguoi ta. Trac Moc Cuodng Ba noéi: “Quai la that,
vlra ndy lam gi c6 4nh sang nao nhi.”

Gido sw Phuong Tan gio tay 1én: “Guwom da, dé toi nght xem nao, hinh nhw nguoi Maya cb dai
c6 mot ky thuat, pha1 dung cai gi dy nhi? Pa van mau, dung roi! Chinh la da van mau! Ngu'm
Maya chen da van mau vao tuong trudc, sau do ho st dung mot loai k xao phdan xa va chiét xa,
dan anh sang vao trong phong, khién cac géc tworng déu sang ruc r& huy hoang, ngé nhuw phep
mau vay.



Trac Moc Cuong Ba noi: “N6i nhu vay, vira roi con t6i mu t8i mit, gio lai thdy dnh sang,
nguon sang do la...

Giao sw Phwong Tan gat dau dap: “Anh tring, ho loi dung quy dao van hanh cua mat trang,
khi trang 1én t&i mot do cao nhat dinh, thong qua sy chiét xa va phan xa khéo léo, anh trang sé
dén duoc tang dia nguc thir ndm nay. Tr{ tué cua ngwdi Maya qua da vuot xa nhung gi chung ta
tudng twong vé ho.”

Puong Man nhin bon btrc twong ldp 16a anh sdng nhw tran chau bao ngoc, khdng nén noi
budt miéng thét 1én: “Pep qua!”

Trac Moc Cuwong Ba noi: “Nhung ciing khong thé coi 1a dep tuyét tran duoc, cung 1am chi 1a
chau ngoc binh thwong ma thoi.”

Gido sw Phuong Tan nhan nai néi: “Poi chit di, mat trang dang di chuyén, con cé bién héa
ntra.”

DAi sang ldp lanh trén twong da dan thu lai, trwoc tién nhu chiéc that lung lua d4 quy, roi thu
lai twa nhu hai soi day chuyén bang da quy ¢ hai bén trai pha1 day chuyén van tiép tuc rat lai,
cubi cung tu thanh vat thé phat quang hinh cau nom giong vién ngoc minh chau. Giao su

Phuwong Tan ra hiéu moi nguoi lui lai hai bwéc, néi: “Ngudn sang dang tu lai, qua trinh nay qua
la dep that!”

Chi thay hai vién minh chau & hai bén cang luc cang sang, twa nhu vién noéi don trong miéng
rong sap thoat thai thanh hinh té&i noi. Cudi cung, anh sang thoat khéi pham vi ctia vién minh
chau, hinh thanh nén hai chum tia chiéu 1én tru da & gitra dai sanh, dich chuyén dan tir d€ tru
1én trén, mdi lic mot tda rong va sang chéi loi hon.

Dang cao dén dinh tru, chiim sang lai chum vao thanh mot khdi trang diu nhe. Ba _nguoi
khong ai bao ai déu bat giac tat het mi chiéu sang, ca than tdm dim chim trong 4nh sang ay.
Nhitng bién héa vira réi khién ca ba ngwoi déu cam than mai khong thoi. Dirng néi la ngwoi
Maya c6 dai, du la nguoi hién dai cting nhat dinh coi day la mot phép mau. Luong anh sang tua
nhtr tir chén thién dinh chidu roi, khién nhwng nguoi chung kién déu c6 cdm gidc nhu bén
trong dé hién hién mot vi thién thin dang giang ha xu6ng chén nhan gian.

Thay luong sang trang tu lai gan ranh trén tru da, hinh dang vét 1om rat giong anh chup CT
xwong so nguoi, dot nhlen gido su Phuong Tan blrng tinh ngo kéu l1én: “Cai dau lau pha lé kia
dau? Trong tdi hanh 1y ctia 6ng Pieri khong phai c6 mot cai dau lau pha Ié hay sao?”

buong Man voi luc tim lay chiéc dau lau pha lé trong ba 16 ra. Gido sw Phwong Tan nhw mot
gido do thanh khan, nin thé cung kinh ddt né vao vi tri cii. Chiéc dau lau va vét [6m hoan toan
trung khit Ién nhau.

Ping khoanh khic do, &nh sang bung Ién, chim sang twa nhuw sao bang roi xuong nham
thach, hoa ltra ban tung toe. Nhung nhiing déa hoa ltra dy lai ‘4nh I1én sic lam nhan nhat diu nhe,
no bung trén mat dat, roi chay ngoan ngoeo, ban toe ca 1én ba ngudi, swot qua than thé ho Ilhll‘
nhiing ngoi sao bing xanh ngdn ngat, dep la lung, ma khong lvu lai dau tich gi. Dan da, tat ca tu
hét 1én mai vom. Khi céc tia sang xanh lam sang ruc 1én hét c&, chiéc dau lau pha lé lizn phatra
sic lam bdo thach, 6ng anh lung linh.

Trong khoanh khic 4y, thoi gian lwu chuyén, bau troi hién ra, nhitng ngoi sao mau lam diu
trai khap mai vom, khong ngirng chuyen dich, toan bo quang canh hét nhw vii tru ménh mang,
hw do v6 cung vo tan. Ca may nguoi deu kinh ngac dén ngo ngan. Dai sao kia con dep hon ca
cac vi sao that, con ménh moéng hon ca Ngan ha. Nhat thoi, khong ai th6t ra dwoc noi cdm than
trong long, khong ai miéu ta noi minh dang nhin thay thir g, twa nhuw dang ng01 trén tau vi try,
nhin qua ctra kinh thay mot bau troi sao hoan toan xa la, dep tuyeét trdn ma tran tré cam giac
mé 4o, khién nguoi ta chim dim say mé, quén mat mlnh dang o chon nao. Bon ho déu mé man
chim dam phang phat nhu dang doi chor dwoc tré vé vong tay cua than bong chdc cam ngd
dworc than phan qué wnhé bé ctia con nguwdi, kiép ngudi qua w ngdn ngui, moi diéu huyén diéu



cda thé gian nay lam sao c6 thé phan dinh rd, nhin cho xac thuc duworc.

Toan bd qua trinh kéo dai chung muoi mdy phit, cudi cung 4dnh sdng mo dan, roi tan bién.
Trac Moc Cuong Ba tham chi con dat dao khich dong muon dubi theo anh sang iy, twa nhw mot
dira tré bi than bé roi, trong long tran ngap uat trc va bat man. Gido sw Phwong Tan thi du'ng
ngay ngan, quén ca ghl lai ky quan | khién nguoi ta rung cam téi tan day long. Doi tm Khi 6ng
nhd ra, thi bau troi sao da bién mat khong con tam tich. Ong thap giong thi tham: “Bau troi
sao, bau trori sao! Khong ngo lai nhu vay... nhu vay..” My 1¢, tw nay da khong thé dung dé hinh
dung canh tuong ho vira nhin thay buong Man khong nghi néi dwoc gi, chi muon khéc. Vé dep
vuot qua gioi han khlen nguoi ta say mé do, dwong nhu chinh la thtr loai ngwdi van luon theo
dudi tir thoi thai cO - sw ton tai cda than thanh. bung vay, bau troi sao xoay chuyén ay khién
nguwoi ta phai tin rang, trong vil tru nay, that sw c6 Chua Troi ton tai.

Trac Moc Cuong Ba si mé nhin chiéc dau lau pha 1€, h6i lau sau m&i cat tleng “That khong
the nao tin noi, dich thyc, dich thue, day dich thuec la gian dai sanh dep nhat.” Ca toa dia cung
c6 vb so gian dal sanh, co the huing vi, c6 thé trang I¢, nhu’ng ngoai gian dai sanh lap lanh phat
sang trong bong dém nay, qua thatla khong noi nao xtirng dang véi hai chit “my 18” nita.

Gido sw Phuong Tan ngan ngty, khong biét nén cat chiéc dau lau pha 1€ vao ba 10 hay dé no lai
day. Tat ca déu qua doi hoan my, vé dep khién nguoi ta mé dam ay, phai nén dé cang nh1eu
nguoi biét dén maoi dung, chang trach Pieri khong muon chia sé cung nguwoi Khac. Ong cam
chiéc dau lau 1én, néi: “Trong cac tw liéu ching t6i da nghién ctru, twong truyen nguoi Maya
tong cdng c6 muoi ba chlec dau lau pha 1é tr thoi vien cd, nguoi nao co thé thu thap ca bo
muoi ba chi€c dau ldu nay sé nhin thay ky tich cua than. Gio day trén thé gidi da xudt hién tong
cong ba chiéc dau lau pha 1é that, mot chiéc & bao tang Anh quoc mot chiéc & Paris, con mot
chiéc bi mat trom & My, dén gior van khong biét tung tich, ngoai ra con c6 vo s6 do gia mao. Toi
nghi, chiéc dau lau pha lé trué'c mit ching ta day, chic 1a mot trong s6 do.”

“U'm, nhat dinh 1a vdy,” buong Man gat manh diu. “Canh twgng vira roi, twdng nhw khéng
phai thit con nguoi o thé tao ra duoc.”

Gido sw Phwong Tan néi: “Gi¢ téi da hiéu tai sao 16i vao nay phai xdy thanh hinh ong roi,
chinh 1a dé tranh &nh sang, chi c6 viy, anh sang trong gian dai sanh nay mdi dwoc gitt lai hét
bén trong cht.”

Trac Méc Cwong Ba lai cam thdy c6 gi d6 bat on, su man cam troi sinh khién ga phat hién ra
dang ton tai moi nguy hiém. Tt ldc bau troi sao Xuat hién, tat ca t1eng dong trén dau deu
ngung lai, con lic nay, t1eng dong lai 16n hon bat ci lic nao, ram rap phtrc tap, khong glong
nhuw tiéng chuyén dong cda may moc, ma dich thuc la tleng buéc chan cta loai dong vat nao
do Trac Moc Cuwong Ba dua mit nhin la1 cai canh ctra hinh 6ng dan sang dai sanh khac kia, héi:

“Tai sao Pieri lai canh cao ching ta nguy hiém sé& dot nhién xuat hién? Thay gido, thay nhin
duwong 6ng kia xem, c6 gidng hang dong gi khong?”

Gido suw Phwong Tan néi: “Hang dong? Dudng dng t6i om nhu vay, néu ndéi giong hang dong,
thi chi giong hang chudt théi... ha, chuot!”

Ba nguo1i lap tiee tinh ngd, thir mui ky quai trong gian dai sanh nay, tleng budc chan hon tap
trén dau, ctta hinh 6ng, 4o giac khién nguoi ta thay bat an, tat ca déu da c6 mot 101 giai thich
hop ly. Nhung mot diéu ma ho  khong blet dé 1a bau troi sao vira roi phat ra mot loai tin hiéu
ngan nim bat bién di in siu vao Ky &c ctia nhitng dong vat khong 16 dy, ching han nhw 13 c4..
an!

Ba ngwoi voi co gio bo chay, vira qua khoi ctra hinh 6 ong, chot nghe “chi” mot t1eng, mot cai
mong khong 16 da b1t kin 16i vao gian dai sanh, that ding 1a ngan can treo soi toc. Gido su
Phwong Tan lip lai: “Nguy hiém dot ngdt xuat hién, héa ra 1a nhu vay...



Huyet tri
Soares hai long VO VO tay, nhay xuong khoi huyét tri, noi voi Gonzales: “Di thoi, huyet tri khoi

dong roi, canh ctra 4y ndm doi dién véi gian dai sanh nay, chung ta di nhanh thi chi mat ntra
tiéng, ma thoi gian dé huyét tri khéi dong con 1au hon thé nita.

Gonzales cung kinh dap: “Vang.”

Soares khong khoi dua mit nhin tén béo thém lan nita, “Thdng tén Basaka vira nay la tro thu
dic luc cla thang béo nay thi phai, vay ma lac 16t da han, thang béo ctr nhu dang 16t da mot con
cho hoang vay, thai d6 hung tan ay khién tén béo nay cang to ve cung kinh thi lai cang nguy
hiém, c6 diéu, chi cin minh luén manh hon han, hdn ciing khong dam lam bira dau. Van con
chd phal dung dén tén map nay, tam thoi chwa thé giét han duoc.”

Hai muoi phit sau khi Soares va Gonzales roi khoi huyet tri, bon Trac Mdc Cwong Ba ciing
dén day. Vira trong thay b6 cuc va két ciu cua dai sanh, , Mmay ngu'crl lién biét ngay cho nay khac
v61 nhitng noi khac. Trac Moc Cuong Ba ding trudc ctra noi: “Thay giao, day chac 1a gian dai
sanh trung tam cudi cung roi, ching ta da di qua hét ca bén gian dai sanh, di nita, thi thanh
mot vong tron do.”

'"

Gido sw Phwong Tan mé ban d6 2D trong may tinh ra: “Pé t6i xem nao, ha? Troi dat!
Trac Moc Cworng Ba voi hoi: “Sao vay?”

Giao sw Phuong Tan thang thot néi: “Hai nguoi xem, 10 tuyen ma chung ta di, thwc ra chi la
bon duong | b1en bén ria tAng thir ndm nay théi, du di hét thi cling chi duoc chwng mot phan ba
ca tang la cung.”

Chi thay trén ban d6 2D mdy tinh vé ra, bon dwong thang keéo dai tao nén mot hinh vuodng,
con cac gian sanh ho di qua déu chi nam & ngoal vi hinh vuéng d6 ma thoi, ca maot khu vic 16n
¢ gitra van con trong khong Puong Man noi: “0O, cd mot khu vue 1én ndy déu nam bén trong

canh ctra khong 16 kia.”

Gido sw Phwong Tan gat dau: “Cé 1é vay.”

Trac Moc Cucyng Ba noéi: “Tam thoi ké né d3, xem trong cudn so6 coi gian dai sanh nay cé gi
hung hiém khéng.”

Gido sw Phwong Tan kiém tra lai roi noi: “Khong c6 gi, dng Pieri bao, ¢ day c6 mot thu 6ng ay
hoan toan khong hiéu la cai gl, khong biét c6 phai bay rap co quan gi khong, trong giéng nhuw
mot tang pho mai khong 16 bang da. Chuing ta thir qua xem la pho mai gi.

Ba ngudi budc vao gian dai sanh, thir dau tién dap vao mat, 1a mot tdng da trang khong 16.
Tang da trang hinh chir nhat dé chi&m hét mdt nita khong gian dai sanh, phia trudc c6 ba tru
thang dirng, phia trén chirng ba mét lai vuon ra mot thanh ngang, bén trén thanh ngang treo
nguwoc ba co thi the tw thé dau chic xudng dat chan chong Ién troi voi nhiing Vet thuong 16 16
trén cd, khién nguoi ta dé dang nhin ra may nguoi nay vira bi ai do cat tiét. buong Man bat
kéu 1én khe khé. Trac Moc Cuong Ba vi bit mét cd lai. Canh twong nay that qua kinh khing, ia
ké nao da dung cach thirc tan nhan nay, rét cudc hdn mudn gi?

Gido sw Phwong Tan ciling quan sat tang phd mai khong 16 trwoc mat. No cao chirng ngang
diu nguoi, dai khoang trén hai chuc met rong muoi lam mét, ca mot kh01 lap phwong sac mui
mau tanh lom. Ong nghi hoac thot1én: * Day 1a thit gi vay? Trong tw lidu clia ching ta chua tirng
thiy nhac t¢i mot vat thé nao nhw vay ca.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba ciling hét sirc nghi hoac: “Thay gido, thay c6 biét day la cai gi khong?”

Gido sw Phwong Tan lac dau: ‘ ‘Khong blet chwa c6 tw liéu nao vé ngudi Maya nhac dén thir ky
quai nay, khong hi€u bén trén l1a cai gi nira.”



Trac Moc Cuong Ba noi: “DE toi tréo 1én xem sao. Vlra lic do, ga chot nghe thay mot am
thanh vira xa x6i mu mit lai twa nhw & ngay sat bén tai: “La huyét tri, day la huyét trl ma!” Am
thanh 4y tua hd nhw vang 1én tir duéi dia nguc. Trac Moc Cudng Ba giat thét minh, “Chang 18
minh bi ma am?”

Giong ndi dy lai cat 1én: “Nhanh 1én, nhanh 1én, lai gdn mot chut, d€ t6i xem ro hon.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba toat hét cd mo6 hoi lanh, lai nghe giong noi kia trach moc: “Con ngan ra
day 1am gj, lai gdn mot chut di, chang 1& ca 6ng gia gy yéu nhw toi ciu cling khong cong dwoc
nira sao?”

Trac Moc Cuwong Ba vira kinh ngac vira murng rd reo lén: “A, A La dai su, ngai tinh roi! Ngai,
van khoe chit, khong sao chit.” Ga gio méi swc nhd, thi ra trén lung minh con dang cong mot
nguwoi, trong long tw nha: “Cha, than kinh kém qué, thanh ra tw minh nghi than nghi quy.

Pudng Man voi bat mach cho lat ma A La, do nhiét d roi ming ré thot: “Pai sw, dng hdi phuc
nhanh that.”

Lat ma A La néi: “Tac dung ctia thudc dé, tdi chi méi hoi phuc lai than tri théi, phién moi
nguwoi qua.”

Gido sw Phwong Tan néi: “Ché noi vay chit, chiing ta la mot tip thé co ma.”

Lat ma A La lai giuc gia: “Nhanh 1én, dwa t6i lai d6 xem nao.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba lién cong lat ma A La t&i gan huyét tri. Nha sw gia nhin thay ba xac chét
treo nguorc, tram ngam noi: Khong biét ai da khoi dong huyét tri roi. Cuong Ba thiéu gia, cau
Ién trén xem thwr co nhitng gi, roi bao lai voi toi. Nho cho Ky, bat dau tir ben trai, bén trén cé
nhiéu rdnh nho, trong céc ranh dy c6 thir gi, khong duoc bo sot thll’ nao ca.” Lat ma Ala glau
kin noi ming vui trong long, tam tri khéng ngung tham reo 1én: “Chinh la da roi, chi cé noi
day mai co thé co huyeét tri. Toa thanh dwgc anh sang toa chiéu nhat dinh & gan day thoi. Pai
Tu Tai Phat vi dai tuyét d6i, xin Ngwoi phu ho cho con tim ra va mang dwoc Toa thanh duoc
anh sang toa chiéu tré ve.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba treo 1én phia trén huyét tri. Canh twong trudc mat khlen ga duoc mot
phen kinh hén tang dom. Ngay phia bén dw6i ba cO thi thé treo nguoc ay, con c6 ba cd thi thé
khac. Mau tw may thi thé treo nguwoc chdy xuéng qua ba co thi thé dat trén huyét tri da ngap
qua nira mot cai ho hinh vuéng bén duwéi.

Luc Trac Moc Cuong Ba dirng trén huyét tri quan sat, lat ma Ala _ciing khong durng lai. Ong
nho buong Man va giao su Phuong Tan do hai bén, di thang vao mep trong dai sanh, vira tim
ki€m vira noi: Thong thwdong ma noi, huyét tri sé khéi ddong canh ctva d6i dién véi bon khu vue
hinh vu6éng nay.’

Gido sw Phwong Tan gat dau: “Chinh 1a canh ctra khéng 16 & chd hd tuan tang roi.”

Lat ma A La noi: “Thé nhung khi xay dung cong trinh, nhiing nguoi tho sé dé lai mot con
du'crng khdc, vi khi chon day néi ltic nao cling c6 sai léch, can phai diéu chinh lai nhiéu Ian, vong
qua ca mot khu vuec lén nhw vy dé diéu ch1nh s& rat ph1en phirc. Birc twong nay han ciing cé
mot canh ctra, khuat lap, cuc ky khuat 1ap... & day!” Chi thiy sau khi co quan khai dong, chan
ttro'ng lién 16 ra mot cira hang co thé chui vao. Gido sw Phuwong Tan bat den chiéu roi vao, noéi:

“Bén trong bi twong bit kin roi.”

Lat ma A La gb go xuong dat, dap “Pa chon 6 ong ngam roi, bén trong c6 mot canh clra nho,
Van phai dung huyet tri moi dwoc roi cat tleng goi Trac Moc Cuong Ba, “Toi muodn lén trén do,
giup téi mot tay.” Gido sw Phuwong Tan va bBuong Man & dwdi ddy, Trac Moc Cwong Ba bén trén
kéo, cubi cung ciing dua dwoc lat ma A La 1én trén huyet tri. Ong dirng bén mép huyét tri, quan
sat mot lic roi lac dau: ‘ Ky thuat tho lau qu4, chat da & day khong hop dé ché tao huyet tri, co
nhiéu ché con lam sai nita, nhung ciing tam dwoc, phwong huéng dai thé van ding.”

Chi thdy lat ma A La cham rai buéc téi, chinh Iy mét chit trong huyét tri. Diéu chinh xong



xudi, dong mau ¢ gitra ba dong lap turc d6i huwdng, doan cudi chdy xuéng day huyét tri, khéng
hiéu con chay tiép t&i dau.

Lat ma A La dao mot vong quanh huyet tri, sau do to vé hal long gat dau ‘Duoc roi, ching ta
xudng théi, cd qua trinh khoi dong can may phut thoi gian.” Than thé 6ng ldo ddo mudn nga.
Trac Moc Cu'ong Ba voi d& 14y, dong thoi hdi: “R6t cude cai huyét tri nay dung dé lam gi vay?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba cung giao sw Phuong Tan dua lat ma A La Xuong dat. buong Man t&i gitp
lat ma A La xtr ly vét thwong, chi nghe vi su gia diém dam néi: “Tir lic & tAng cudi cling dén bay
gi®y, ddy m&i c6 thé coi nhwr1a mot co quan chan chinh.”

Trac M6c Cwong Ba kinh ngac thot: “Chan chinh? Vay nhitng cai trudc do la gi?”

Lat ma A La mim cuwoi dap: “Nhitng thir truéc d6, nhiéu nhat cling chi co thé coi 1a cam bay
thoi. Co quan chan chinh la dée danh doi pho riéng véi con nguoi, loi dung sw lam lan trong
hanh vi va suy nghi clia con _nguoi, & nhitng noi con nguoi hoan toan khong thé nghi t¢i, dan
dan dan nguoi ta tién dén cai chét, hodc khién con nguoi vinh vién chim dam bén trong, hoac
lam cho ngwoi ta khong sao h1eu noi, vé co ban 1a cang lac cang xa. Nhirng cam bay ching ta
gap trudc do, madc du cling co cai dtro'c sdp dit rat khéo léo, cling c6 cai lién hoan noi nhau,
nhung hoan toan nam trong pham vi suy nghi ctua nguoi binh thwong, bat k€ 1a ai, chi can hoi
dong ndo moét chut la déu nghira la c6 tac dung gi. Hon nita phwong thikc khéi dong cua chung
chang qua cung chi 1a kéo mot cai chdt 1a xong. Loai cam bay nhw vay chi c6 thé dung dé bat da
thu ma thoi.”

Trac Méc Cwong Ba ngay ngudi, thAm nhi: “Lé nao minh giong da thi lam sao?”
Gido sw Phwong Tan néi: “Vay tai sao huyét tri nay lai cé thé coi la co quan chin chinh?”

Lat ma A La suy nghi giay lat roi dap:’ ‘U'm, day 1a mét co quan khoi dong mo ctra. Gior mudn
néi cho Ky cang thi e khong duoc mat roi. Tém lai 1a n6 hoi giong voi hé thong nhan dién van
tay dang dwoc st dung hién nay. Co thé ndi 1a mot ket tinh cda tri tué c6 dai, chi cé diéu qua
nhiéu nghi thtrc tho cing té bai lam cho huyét tri co ve nhu khlen nguoi ta khong sao chiu noi.
Trong mat cia nguwoi hién dai ching ta, ddy 1a thit v dao dic va phi nhan tinh.”

Gido sw Phwong Tan 14y 1am ngac nhién thot 1én: “Sao trong tw liéu cia tdi khong thiy nhic
dén nhi.”

Latma A La guong cu'cn “Co 1€ 1a vi thir nay vo cung hiém gap.” Bong nghe “cach” mot tiéng,
lat ma A La vdi vang néi: “Clra mé rdi, ching ta vao trong dé thoi.”

H& tuln tang. Soares va Gonzales mot trwdc mot sau vira budc vao gian dai sanh da 1ap tic
trong thay canh twong: trong anh ltra mu mit chap chon, vo so bong den khong 16 dang chay
qua chay lai, rat nhleu tran Nam M§ to bang ngwoi 6m, trong nhw cai cot nha lién tuc bi ném tu
tran nha toi om Xuong, bén duoi la nhirng cai miéng d01 khat ha to, thinh thoang 1a1 co vai cai
béng khong 16 va bong tran quan chat 1y nhau roi xuong Gonzales bi canh tuwong dy lam cho
hai dén tai mit. Soares ciing nhiu chit hang 16ng may: “Lé nao dén gior dn ctia ching ro6i? Chi
can dirng can duong ta 1a dwoc.”

“P6...do la... 1a cai gi vay?” Gonzales run run hoi.

Soares dap: "Chuot khong 16 chau My, mot loai dong vat cung thoi dai voi khung long, bi cho
la da tuyét chung tur hang triéu nam veé trudc, nhung ¢ day thi c6 kha nhiéu. Nguori, Maya c6y
nudi tha ching trong tang nay. bay 1a mot hé sinh thai ty cap tw tic hoan chinh. O tang thw
chin cta dia cung c6 hang chuc triéu con doi, bon ching c6 thé tw do bay ra ngoai tim klem
thirc dn. Con bon dong vatlon nhuw trdn Nam My va chuot khong 16 thi bi giam cAm vinh vién &
tang thtr ndm. 0 gan day c6 moOt cdi 16 16n, 1t doi mudn ra vao dia cung phai chui qua do. Bon
tran canh ¢ miéng 1o bdt doi lam thitc dn, con bon chuot khong 16 1dy trdn ra lam thic an.
Khong can phai so qua, tao tw c6 cach.” Noi doan, y lién 1dy ra mot binh chat léng, dong tac
nhanh nhu dang dién tro do thuat, bat dau phun Ién ngwdi minh, r6i phun luén cho ca
Gonzales.



Gonzales ngui thiy mot mu1 khai khai nhw mui nwéc ti€u, khong nén ndi to mo hoi: * ‘bay la gl
vay?” Soares mim cuoi dap ‘Mot loai tln hiéu khién chiing nhin ra déng loai, it nhit cling c6
thé dam bao chiting khéng an thit bon ta.”

Hai ngwoi bat ddu di xuyén qua dan chudt khong 16 liic nhic vo6 sé ké. Gonzales khong thé
ung dung nhan tan nhw Soares. Cit hé c6 con chudt nao hoi déng day 1a toan than han lai run
1én ban bat, chi s¢ kho gitr noi mang minh. Soares vira di vira nghi: “Thuc ra, néu chi dé bao vé
tang dia cung thir nim nay, chi can bon tran Nam My la da du roi, can gi pha1 tha thém ca chudt
khong 16 nita? Theo hiéu biét vé sinh vat hoc cua chung ta, thong thuong co6 sinh vat co 1on ton
tai thi mai c6 kha nang xuat hién chung loai con 16 hon. Xem ra nguoi kia noi khong sai chit
nao, kha ndng ay rat 1on, rat c6 thé & trong canh ctra cAm ky con chwa mé ra dwoc kia con cé
loai dong vat nao lén hon nita!”

Hai nguoi budc lai gan canh ctra khong 16. Soares cudi cudi bao: “Nhin thay chu'a canh ctra
dang tur ti chuyen sang mau do, khi hoan toan bién thanh mau do, né sé mé ra.” Lic nay phan
cra nhuém sac mau da cao t&i gin ba mét.

T6i cai ranh phia trwdc canh ctra, hai nguoi phat hlen ra thi thé tén du kich nam trén mat dat
da bi chudét gdim mat mot nira. Soares kinh hai kéu 1én: “Chiing may con bao nhiéu nguoi & day
nita?”

Gonzales lac dau: “Khéng, khong blet Chuing t6i bi bay rap giét mat kha nhiéu, lai c6 kha
nhiéu nguoi di lac vao duwong ré niva.”

Soares lap tuee ra lénh: “May chay ngay vé ch6 huyét tri di! Khong thé dé ngwoi khac thay doéi
vi tri cac thi trong ay, chi can di theo dwon thang gitra cac dai sanh la sé khong gdp nguy
hiém gl hét dau.” Nhin anh mat tham lam cua tén béo nhin xoay chong choc vao canh clra
khong 16, Soares lai néi tiép: “Canh clra nay it nhat cling phai ntra t1eng nita m&i nhich dong
dwoc, néu huyet tri bi pha hoai, ctra sé khong mé ra dwoc nira! Mui trén nguoi may sé khién la
chudt khong 16 khong dong cham dén, con Ii tran ngti thay cling chi né may di thoi, nhanh
1én!”

Gonzales van rut ré thap thom, budc di hét strc ngan ngai. Soares lién néi thém: “A, phai roi,
tao quén khong n01 cho may b1et khi thé trén nguoi may sé tan hét trong mot gio dong ho, dén
luc 4y, hac hac...” Hai tiéng cuoi gan cudi cung cua y lam Gonzales dam dia mo ho6i. Han voi 1é
tdm than béo nhay chay ra clra. Soares nhin xac chét du¢i dat, tham suy tu: “Khong phai tranh
chip ndi bd cua bon du kich, 1a ké nao nhi? Chang 1€ lai la... may con chudt bach kia? Hurm, suyt
chut nita thi quén mat bon chung roi, trér Ve thang cha Merkin kia ma héi, minh that khong biet
tra 1o sao nita. U'm... khdn nan!” Mau dé & giita canh ctra da ngirng lai, riéng & hai mé bén van
tiép tuc dang cao.

Bon nguoi bon Trac Moc Cudng Ba bo qua 161 théng nho hep, vao gian sanh bén trong, chi
thiy bon birc tuong van c6 anh ltra. Néu ndi nhirng ngon dudc cdm trén vach déu loi dung 4 ap
Iwc tw nhién cia mo dau dé dan dau tho vao, vay bang cach nao dé cham dwoc Itra trong noi
sanh nay 1én, lai 1a mot van dé khién nguoi ta kho hiéu nira.

Vira bo ra khéi dwong ham, gido suw Phuwong Tan chua kip ding thang ngwoi 1én da kéu 16m:
“Day la lang mo! Khong ngo day lai 1a mot lang mo!” N6i sanh khong lon [am, so vé&i dai sanh
bén ngoai thi nhé hon rat nhiéu, wéc chirng chi khoang hai ngan mét vudng, canh twong cé vo
s6 cac tuwong than khong 16, ding vay thanh mot vong nhw quan doi xép hang. Bon birc tuwong
deéu la nhirng tac pham h01 hoa c& 16n, 1an nay khong _phai hinh né 1& xwong khé nira, ma la
tranh vé hién thuc, c6 canh chi huy binh linh, canh di san, canh té 1€, Cang khién nguoi ta thay
kich dong hon nita 13, bén dudi cac birc tranh 1 nhiing hang van tw Maya c0, tinh toan so'bo da
chirng may ngan chi roi. bay la lan thtr hai Trac Moc Cuong Ba nhin thay chit viét cda nguoi
Maya, nhitng hinh vé dau nguoi dau thu ay, moi hinh déu cé v nghia khac nhau. Chinh giira noi
sanh 1a mot co quach da, cao ba mét, dai rong déu hon nam meét, bén canh c6 mot dong xXwong
vun, dang tiéc la nap da b1 1at sang mot bén. Lat ma Alavira 'vao trong da chay thing t&i do.
Canh twong nhin thiy lam trai tim 6ng nhw triu xudng, triu xuéng mai.



Chuong 18: TRO LAI TAY TANG

Vi vay, néu noéi sinh vat nao c6 thé séng mdt ngan nam, ran tuyét déi c6 thé nam trong pham
vi tuyen trach. Theo nhw tao doan, bén trong chac la dang nhét mot con tran cyc lon, von da
tuyét tich tir 1au, vi dai than cuwc ky ton quy, cling chinh 1a vi than ngwdi Maya sung bai nhat...

than Kukulkan! Mot con trin khéng 16 cé 1ong vii!.



4 ? nN

Canh cwra cam ky

Trong cb quach da la mot quan tai nhd, da bat mat nap, chira mot bo xwong kho nam xo6 1éch
16n xn, tua nhw bi ném vao may xay xat, mdi thir vang mot ché. Xlrong mu ban tay, xuong cam
dwdi déu hw hai vi ngoai luc pha hoai. Xem ra ngoc bich deo tay va minh chiu trong miéng déu
da bi trom 14y di, do gom sir dung trong quach da v& nat, cac thix bén trong co ao quan ciing
mat sach Lat ma A La chan chwong ngoi bén canh c6 quan tai nho, dau long gan nhw mudn
khéc: “Hét roi, chang con gi nira ca! Lii trom mo dang chét, bon chung da trom hét cac thi roi!
Khong, chiing cé hiéu biét nhw vay vé huyét tri, khong thé 1a bon trdém mo théng thudng duoc,
nhat dinh l1a bon chiing, ngoai bon chung ra...”

Giao sw Phwong Tan lai dang hung phén khong sao ta xiét, May quay trong tay 6ng gio lén
khong ngurng nghi, nhw s¢ bo s6t mat chi mot chut thong tin. Ong hiéu rg, pham la lang m¢ 16m,
chu nhén déu co dé lai vdn bia ghi chép cac s tich huy hoang cua minh luc con song & mot noi
nao day. Nhiing van tu nay khong chi cé tac dung cwc ky quan trong doi vai viéc g1a1 dap nhiéu
cau héi vé nén van mlnh Maya, ma cao hon nita, ban than no da la mot pho lich str giup hau the
blet dwgc chu nhan cua thanh tri nay, nguon goc cua kim tw thap nay, cung rat nhiéu su viéc
ma nguoi ta khong thé nao nghi téi. Trén vach da co rat nhiéu ché bong troc, ca phlen da khac
van tu cling da roi xuong dit v& tan tanh. Gido sw Phuong Tan ti mi ghi hinh tirng manh vo
mdt, dw dinh sau khi tré vé sé diing chwong trinh may tinh phuc hdi nguyén trang.

Trac Moc Cuong Ba va Duong Man nam tay nhau di quanh, nhw dang tham quan mot vién
bao tang vay. Nhirng birc bich hoa tinh xao nhw that, cac van tw c6 xwa bi hiém, co quach khong
16, 1an nén da dwdi chan, budc moi budc & day du'ong nhw déu 1a di trén lich s, dwéi mdi dau
chan déu 14 mot di tich tir ngan xwa. Trén san nodi sanh 1a hai hinh nguoi khong 16 vé theo tuw
thé dirng thang, goc nhin nghiéng, mét nam mot nit, phan dau bi kéo ra vra dai vira det. Nguoi
dan 6ng gan trang stc bang 16ng chim nhé cao, 40 ngan c6 dinh mil & cau vai va phién giap,
trwdc ngue deo mot soi day chuyén xau bang ngoc phi thiy, ngoai ra con deo khuyén tai, vong
tay bang ngoc, minh quan da bao, tay cam phap truong. Ngwoi dan ba cling trang diém ruc ro,
than sac cung kinh ma chan chtra tinh cam, dwong nhw dang mim cwoi ngam nhin nguoi dan
6ng. Nguoi hoa s da dung duong nét luu loat troi chay ma diéu luyén cia minh khac hoa nén
nét mat va tam trang khac nhau cua hai nhan vat: nguoi dan 6ng ung dung, tram tinh, uy
nghlem nguoi dan ba cin  trong, hén mon, cung kinh, trong anh mit cing toat len tinh yéu sau
sdc. Xem ra day han 1a qudc vurong ton quy va ai ph1 cua 6ng ta. Pwong Man noéi: “Pung 1a mot
d6i hanh phtc khién ngwdi ta phai nguwéng mo nhi.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba khong n& pha hoai twong twong lang man cua BPuong Man, béi vi trong
ndi sanh nay chi c6 quan quach cia mot minh qudc vuong, chtr khong co6 cua vi ai phi. Khong
hiéu biét 1am vé van tw va hinh vé, ga quay sang nhin c6 quach da khon 16. Nap quach bi dap
v doi, hai mat trén dudi deéu co khic hinh. Mat trén bi de Ién, chi c6 the nhin thady mot it van
hoa bén ria, trong rat glong véi hoa vdn réng cua Trung Quoc c6 dai. Mat dudi cham khac
nhitng hinh anh khac cua quoc vuong, dang ng01 trén mot cai mat na khong 10, nguoi nga ra
sau, mat huwong lén troi cau nguyén, hoac quy goi khom lung, hai tay mot sap mot ngua, dang
vé tya nhw dang chim dam trong mot canh giéi siéu nhién nao day Nhin den bon mat co
quach da, bén ngoai cham khic vo s6 hinh tuong, c6 cdy, ¢ chim, c6 hoa van, 6 thy, lai thém
than minh 4 an hién, tong thé vo cung phitc tap, thé hién nghé thuat cao siéu cua nhu'ng nha diéu
khac Maya cd dai; bén trong 1a hinh phu diéu chin vi than, c6 1& 1a chin vi da than, dé vi quéc
vwong nam trong co thé thong sodi chin vi than cda dia nguc nay, nén dé cho chin vi vay xung
quanh quan tai bén trong.

Cd quan tai nhé lat ma A La dang dwa vao bén ‘ngoai cling trang tri nhirng hinh hét strc tinh
xa0, nhung bén trong tuyét nhién khong €0 gi, c6 1€ von duoc 16t bang loai vai trom lang. Trac
Moc Cuong Ba thay lat ma A La ngay ngay ngobi canh chiéc quan tai, mat ngwdc 1én tran nha
nhw da xuat than, budt miéng hoi: “Sao vay a? Pai su?”

Lat ma A La tram giong dap: “Khdng cé gi, irm... chdc 1a mét qu4, dé to6i nghi ngoi mét chut Ia



do ngay.”
Puong Man khé ndi: “Nhin bén kia kia, nhitng birc bich hoa 4y...”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba ngoanh dau vé phia birc tuong day dac bich hoa. Btrc tranh Duwong Man
chi vé v6 s6 no 1é bao vé mot tang da khong 16 hinh vuéng, bén canh c6 mot thay té an mac loe
loet dang hanh 18 véi mdy no 1é dirng truérc mat. Tang da vudng trong rat giong huyét tri. Trac
Mdc Cudong Ba di hiéu ra, day 1a nghi thirc dong lang md cua nguoi Maya. Nhung gitra birc
tranh dwong nhw c6 nhlrng dwong van li ti chia n6 thanh vo s6 6 vudng nho, duwdi moi 6 déu c6
ky hiéu 1a nhitng cham den, 6 ba cham, cling c6 6 mdt chdm, hai cham, Trac Mdc Cwong Ba
khong hiéu y nghia cua cac ky hiéu, phong doan c6 1é 1a dau hleu chi dan dung de ghép buc
tranh twong lon nay. Dung lic do, giao su Phirong Tan noi voi Trac Moc Cuong Ba: “Cuong Ba
a, cau can than nhac cai nap nay len t6i mudn ghi lai cac hinh khic, khong thé bd sét thir ndo
du'oc

Trac Moc Cuong Ba gong hét strc luc, bap thit go 1én, chong nira phién da Ién cho gido su
Phuwong Tan ghi hinh. Hinh khic trén nap quach da hét sirc quai di, chi mot nira thi tam thoi
chwa nhinra la cai g1, nén phai nhap du ca vao 6 dir liéu may tinh. Gido s Phu'ong Tan hau nhuw
da nhap xong toan bd cac hinh vé tranh khic trong gian ndi sanh nay vao may tinh, lién thi
ghép chung lai voi nhau. Trac Mdc Cuong Ba va buong Man chum dau xem. Dan dan, hinh dan
cO quach da da duoc phuc dung, mot ntra c6 hinh con ran moc 16ng vii quin quanh, dang vé
song dong nhu that, ntra con lai khic hinh vi than linh Pau triu Mat nguwa. Gido sw Phuwong Tan
noi: “Khoéng ngo dla vi lai ngang véi ca than Kukulcan nita nay!”

Vu'a lic dé6, lat ma A La dang chim trong ao ndo da dan tinh tao trd lai. Ong dirng 1én, 1am
bam: ‘ Khong dling, sao gian noi sanh nay lai nhé nhuw vay, & day khong ding roi.”

Gido sw Phwong Tan ngang dau: “U'm, phai day, bén kia con mot canh ctra lén, toi cung khong
hiéu trong ling md nay con thit gi nita, xem ra con quan trong hon ca chinh né nita.’

Lat ma A La vira vao day da xong thang tdi chod quan tai da, giao sw Phuong Tan ban ron ghi
hinh ca gian dai sanh, Puong Man tir dau den cudi mé man  ngam cac tuyét tac bich hoa con
Trac Moc Clro'ng Ba thi khong hiéu biét Iam vé nhing thi nay, khong ai dé y t&i canh ctra bén
trong lang mo. Nghe gido sw Phuwong Tan nhic, ca bon nguoi khong ai bao ai bat giac cung
buéc téi d6. Chinh gitra burc tuong da g0 1én mot canh clra tam giac, nho kh01 tuwdong dén hon
mot mét, trong cé ve rat day va ndng. Hai bén cwra vé chi chit ky hiéu, gitra ctra cham noi hinh
nguoi dit con quai thu. vVé y nghia cua nhitng hinh anh do, khong ngo ca giao su Phuong Tan
1an lat ma A La déu khong néi gi dwoc. Nhwng lat ma A La da phat hién ra tdm ctra da c6 hai cai
16 nhé va ndm mang d4 nho ra.

Lat ma A La néi: “Xem ra phai c6 chia kh6a méi mé duoc canh clra nay roi, tong cong co bay
chia thi phai,” Trong khoanh khac, 6ng lién tré nén hung phan ‘Bon trdm mo khong mé& duoc
canh ctra cudi cung nay, vi khong dt chia khoa, chi c6 ndm chiéc, van con thiéu hai.”

Trac Moc Cuwong Ba nhin cac mang da hinh canh chim, hoéi: “Day la chia khéa hay sao?” Ga
cam thiy ndm mang da nay trong hét sirc quen mat.

Lat ma A La dap: “Khong sai, day la chia khoa mai bang da, nhin hinh dang cta cai 16 nay,
chic twa nhu 1a qua tring vay.” Ong thim nhd: “Ca chia khoa cling giéng nhau nhw vay, nhat
dinh khong thé sai duoc, toa thanh dwoc dnh sang tda chiéu, toa thanh dwoc anh sang tda
chiéu nhat dinh dang & trong kia.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba néi: “Toi... hinh nhw téi c6 mot chiéc chia khoéa,” r6i voi 1dy vién thanh
thach ctia nguwoi Kukuer trong ba 16 ra.

“A!l” Tam trang lat ma A La nhw thé vii mot cai tir dwéi dia nguc bay thang 1én thién duong.
Qua la c6 bic Phat van ndng chi dudng dan huéng, chuyén nhw vay khong thé ngo cling xay ra
dwoc. Hai tay ong run run nang vién thanh thach 1én, nhin nhing dwong ranh trén do, kich
dong noi: “Ping roi, ding roi, diy ding 1a chia khéa mé& canh ctra nay, ddi ing dau hleu trén



canh chim v&i hinh vé trén 16 tron, chic la... day la chia khoa cudi cung, cdm vao cai 16 thir bay.”
Lat ma A La gio vién thanh thach 1én ngang voi 16 tron, ch1 nghe “cach” mot ti€ng, chia khoda
chui khép vao 16. Nha sw gia cham cham an chia khoa, noi: “Phai thudn theo dlrcrng ranh ma tra
chia, bang khong s€ khong thé cidm lut vao duor, canh clra nay cling khong thé mé ra.” Sau may
tiéng “cach cach” lién tlep chia m&i hoan toan cdm vao 16 khoa, vién thanh thach liic nay nhin
chang khac gi nhitng chiéc chia khoa khac, chi con lai mot phan nhé hinh canh chim bén ngoai.
Lat ma A La gio méi bit dau vin chia khoa tit ca déu nin thé chdm chd quan sat, che doi nghe
canh ctra d4 phat ra nhitng Am thanh khién nguoi ta khich dong.

Chia khoa vira xoay, canh cira hinh tam gidc cling bat dau nh1ch dong, khong ngo lai nho ra
ngoai thém may chuc centimet nira. Lat ma A La gat dau néi: “Gidr chi con chiéc chia khéa cudi
cung nira thoi.” Noi xong 6ng dwa mat nhin ba nguoi, nhu thé hy vong lai c6 ai d6 dot nhién 1én
tiéng “Toi c6 chia khoéa,” nhu'ng lan nay thi khong ai tra 101 ntta. Bon nguoi déu 1dy lam that
vong. Pwong Man thac mic: “Pai sw, bén trong c6 gi vay?”

Lat ma A La lac dau: ‘ ‘Khong biét, nhwng canh ctra nay chwa tirng dwoc mé ra lan nao, ma bén
trong la mot khéng gian rat I1én nira, khong phai viy sao?”

Puwong Man lai hoi: “Sao ngai biét 1a ctra nay chwa bao gior mé ra?”

Lat ma A La chi vao hang chia khéa giai thich: “Nhiing chiéc chia khéa nay déu khac ranh hoa
van moc nguoc, chung duoc thiét ké dé chi c6 thé str dung mot 1an, mot khi da cdm vao 16 khoa
thi khong thé nao rut ra duoc nita, vi vay méi cé nam chiéc chia khoa bi bo lai day, hiéu chwa
ha? Cé diéu ciing phai héi lai, Cworng Ba thiéu gia, ciu 1y dau ra chiéc chia khéa iy thé?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba noi: “Chuyén nay a, noi ra thi dai 13m!” Luc nay, canh ctra khung xuong
khéng 16 lai phat ra tleng dong, gido sw Phwong Tan kéu lén: “Canh ctra kia sap mo ra roj,
ching ta mau nap di.” Lat ma A La duong nhuw cham vao thir gi d6 trén canh ctra da hinh tam
giac, sau d6 méi theo chan ba ngwdi ndp vao trong chd téi.

Canh ctra da 16n cubi cung ciing m& ra mot khe nho, Soares voi vang lach ngwdi len vao. Vira
vao bén trong, trong thiy nap da dung nghleng dwa vao quan tai, y lap tirc hiéu ra, da cé nguoi
vao day roi. Song Soares van ct 1ang 1ang di thang t&i chd canh ctra d4 hinh tam giac, dong thoi
hét sirc can thin quan sat xung quanh, thAm tw nh(: “Sao lai thé dugc, chiing vao bang duong
ndo chit nhi? Gior lai nap di dau ro6i?”

bi toi trudce canh cira d4, canh twong trudc mat gan nhw lam y quén moi nguy hiém xung
quanh... trén ctra ro rang co cam sau chiéc chia khda, cting co nghia la, y sé tré thanh nguoi dau

tién mé& dwoc cdnh civra d4 nay! Soares khéng sao kiém ché noi ma bat cwoi thanh tiéng: “Ha
ha, ha ha ha! Ha ha ha ha...”

Soares lay chlec chia khoa cudi cung ra, trwedc khi cim vao 16 khéa, trong dau y chot vang lén
101 canh cao cua ngwoi do: “Nhing totem va ky hiéu twong hinh nay néi cho ching ta biét, bén
trong la noi tra ngu cua vi than linh cao quy nhat, ngay ca quoc vurong cling chi co thé la ké hau
ha ngu cung voi Nguoi. Pé vi than vi dai nay c6 thé song thoai mai trong dia cung, bon ho (tirc
ngwoi Maya) da chudn bi cho than mot lwong thitc n phong phu, ho goi day 1a than Dakanua,
tao nghi chic chinh Ia I chudt khong 16 chau My kia. Chiing may ngh1 thir xem, sinh vat dung
chudt khéng 16 chau My lam thitc dn, thé hinh phai lIén dén nhwong nao ch?”

Luc 4y y da héi: “Pa hon mot ngan nam roi, chang 1& sinh vat kia van con séng hay sao?”

boi mat u uat kia quét luwédt qua nguoiy, lamy hoanghot bat an, chi biét cui gam mat Xuong
lau mo6 hoi. Mot thoang sau moi nghe nguoi kia noi: 0 to quoc cua tao c6 mot cau ngan ngi
noi rang, linh xa ngan tudi rua van tuoi. Vi Vay, néu noi sinh vt nao co thé séng mot ngan nam,
ran ‘tuyet doéi c6 thé nam trong pham vi tuyén trach. Theo nhu tao doan, bén trong chacla dang
nh6t mot con tran cuc 16n, von da tuyét tich tir [au, vi dai than cuc ky ton  quy, cling chinh la vi
than nguoi Maya sung bai nhat... than Kukulcan! Mot con trdn khéng 16 c6 long vii! Ciing chinh
vi vay, | lan nay chung ta khong thu thap du chia khoéa néi khong chirng con 1a mot chuyén may
man nita, camera tha tir trén ho hién té & ting trén da cho ching ta thiy bén trong nay khong



c6 gi hét, thir duy nhit ton tai dwoc, chi c6 thé 1a loai sinh vit dang so Ay thoi. CAnh clra cAm
nay, ching ta dirng mé ra nita thi hon.”

Soares cha xat mo hoi trong 1ong ban tay vao chiéc quan bo, ha quyet tam cam chiéc chia
khoéa cuoi cung vao mo ra canh ctra cdm ky, y thim nhu: “Cé 1€ dsi véi nhing nguoi khac trong
dodi, canh ctra caAm ky nay chi dem lai nguy hiém ma khong hé c6 ich loi gi, nhung voi ta, loai
sinh vat chua biét tén ay sé thay doi cudc doi cua ta. Chuyén nay ta bang rumg vuot sudi tdi
day, muc dich cu6i cung chinh la dé m¢ canh ctta nay ra. Bat ke lii chuot hay quan du kich,
kKhong ké nao c6 thé ngdn ta dwoc!” Nght dén day, chiéc chia khéa da chuyen dong, Soares cam
thay toan than minh wot dam mo hoi. Bon nguoi dang nap trong bong toi quan sat y cling va
mo hoi, ai ndy déu cham chi m& mat trirng trirng nhin canh ctra hinh tam giac. R6t cudc sau
canh ctra dé6 la gi vay?

Ky quai, Soares xoay chia khoa roi, nhung ctra da khong dich chuyen nhw lic lat ma A La
xoay chia khéa, ma ciing khong co dong tinh gi, Soares t1ep tuc van, nhung chiéc chia khoa
bang da khong hé nhic nhich. Nét mat y lic nay hét nhu mot ba me vira lac méat con, cuong
cuong kiém tra khip canh ctta d4, nhung hoan toan khong thé phat hién ra duoc dleu gl. Y non
nong di di la1 lai trong gian ndi sanh dot nhién, phat hién ra 101 vao nho Kkia, lién ca gian gin
giong noi: “Khén klep, pha hoa1 huyét tri Jam hdng chuyén tét ctia tao!” Noi doan than hinh y
da bién mit trong ctra hang iy.

LatmaAlLa nhdy X0 ra, hét strc nhanh nhen gat mot co quan chd gbc tuwdng. Clra hang lap tirc
déng chat lai, ngan cach Soares va bon nguoi o hai phia. Sau do, lat ma A La lai bat dau diéu
chinh & bén canh canh ctra hinh tam giac. Khong hiéu 6 ong da dung pha1 chd nao, canh clra dot
nhién bit dau nhich dong. Lat ma A La thé phao mot tiéng: “Pwoc roi, giv nguoi kia tam thoi
cling khong thé tré lai day. Dua theo nhing gi chung ta da trai qua, hin muén chay tir chd dai
sanh t&i canh ctra 1, it nhat ciing phai tén nira tiéng dong ho.”

Trac M6c Cwong Ba kinh ngac thot: “Pai sw, ngai, sao ngai biét & day cé co quan vay?”

Lat ma A La mét sang long lanh, khéng néi gi ma chi nhin xo4y vao canh cira d4 khéng 16. Su
cht y ctia Trac Moc Cwong Ba cling nhanh chéng bi cdnh ctra hinh tam giac dang tw ttr mé thu
hut.

Soares ndp sau mot birc twong da, vira r01 y chi gla b6 chui vao duong | ham ch thuc ra da

nhanh nhen nap vao mot bén, thim nha: “Gi¢ thi sang t6i ddo chiéu roi, chudt nhit van la
chudt nhit, tro nhw vay lam sao ma lira dwoc tao chit.”

Tuong chung nhu vira mo ra mot 16 thong gio, tat ca den lra déu lay dong bat Ve phia canh
ctra da hinh tam gidc. Canh ctra tu tir dich mo, trai tim bdn nguwoi va ca Soares dang & trong
bong toi quan sat cung nhay vot Ién toi tdn miéng. Lop bui dwoi chan ctra bi thoi bay, cd canh
c1ra Ién mé tung. Bén nguoi ding trudc ctra cling hoan toan do dan hét strc kinh L ngac nhin thu
& bén trong. Du c6 la moét con khung long thoi tién st trong ctra nhao ra, e ciing khong thé
khién ho kinh ngac dén mirc y.

Bén trong canh ctra c6 mot nguoi!
Hon nita con 1a mot ngudi chau A da vang mat den t6c den nita!

Lac nay, ngwoi bén trong canh cura cling hoang mang luong cuong nhin bon ngu'oq dang ding
trwdc clra, ngdy ra mot ldc 1au, mai lap bap noi: “Ai em, ai em, ai em chai mari.”

Bon nguoi bon Trac Moc Cuong Ba ner nhin thay quai vat thoi tién s, mot ldc sau maoi hiéu
ra, nguoi kia dang noi t1eng Anh, y la: “Toi 1a nguoi Trung Quoc!” lién ngay sau do la cam giac
chong mdt choang vang, dén ca Soares ciing co y dinh dap dau vao tuong cho xong. Mot canh
clra ngan ndm nay chua tirng dwgc mo, bén trong khong ngo lai la mot nguoi Trung, Quoc bay
chinh la thir bao nhiéu nam nay y tim kiém khé so day hay sao? Soares that chi muén tim mot
miéng dau phu dap dau vao ma tu ti.

Nhung gian trong canh cttra nhé hon ndi sanh rat nhiéu, ngoai ngwoi tw xung la “chai ma ri”



kia thi khong c6 gi nita. Chirng nam tram mét khéng gian hinh ban nguyét c6 vo s6 16 tron
duong kinh trén chuc met duc thong ra, bén trong toi den nhw muc, nhung nhin c6 ve khong
phai dé chira do dac ma nguoc lai trong rat giong véi dwdng ham chuot chui trong gian dai
sanh “bau troi sao”

Trac Moc Cu'crng Ba can thin quan sat “chai ma ri’ , thdy anh ta cao chirng mét bdy, khoang
trén dudi bén muwoi tudi, dau cit theo kiéu bang Tidu Binh, twong mao Trung Qudc dién hinh
khéng sai vao dau dwoc, mat chir dién, mat vudng may ram, mii tet moi day, de ria con kién,
nhin bé ngoai trong c6 vé trung hiu that tha, trén nguoi deo Cheo mot cai ba 16 vai bubém, quan
ao rach buom rach budp, chan dlnh day bun trong cling kha giong mot 6ng nong dan. Mot lic
lau sau, gd mai 1én tiéng tra 1oi: “Ching toi, cling 1a ngudi Trung Qudc!”

Nguwoi kia vira nghe thay thé, khong noi noi mot cau da khuyu xubéng do Vat vao long Trac
Moc Cuong Ba nhu buong MAn vay, nwdc mat dam dia nghen ngao kéu lén: “Oi... 6i cha o1, ti
twdng minh khéng bao gio ra khoi day dwoc niva chit, hirc hic...

Nguo1i kia r6 rang gan nhu kiét strc, can thirc an va nwéc, Da hét thic dn, Duong Man danh
cho anh ta udng mot it nwéc dwong gluco BOn nguwoi ton mat mot ldc lau méi biét dwoc, nguoi
nay tén 1a Vwong Huu.



Thang treo di dong

“Doi chut da, anh noi cai gi co? Nhom phuwot ha? Téi c6 nghe noi dén cac anh roéi! Ha, troi o,
anh I3 thanh vién nhém phuot, cé biét ngudi ndo tén 1a Sean khong?” Trac Moc Cudng Ba suc
nhé ra anh chang téc bach kim.

Vuwong Hyu gat dau: “Sean, ‘quy 0ng nguoi Anh lich sw nha nhdn a ay ha? U'm, anh ta dingla co
phong do cua quy 6ng. T6i cr nght la anh ta khong phtl hop tham gia nhém phuot nay co day,
khong ngo kinh nghiém cta anh chang a 4y cling phong phu lam. Cac anh ciing gap ho roéi a? Gio
ho thé nao réi?”

Lat ma A La néi: “Puoc roi, bay gidr khong phai lic ké chuyén xwa, lam thé nao ma ciu lai roi
xudng dé dwoc? Bén trong dung la khéng c6 gi hétcaa?”

Vuong Huu vat 6c suy nghi roi dap: “Luc 4y, chung t6i Xuong dén tang th ba, t6i dang & canh
mot miéng hang, dot nhién thay chodng vang, giong nhu ctra hang c6 gio, bén trong duwong nhuw
c6 mot sirc hut la ky, chang hiéu sao ma t6i lai roi xuong duwdi do, sau roi thi khong con biét gi
nira ca. Doi chut da, téi nho Ricky co keéo t6i lai, hinh nhw Ia hai chung toi cung roi xuong day,
nhung lic tinh lai t6i da tim khap noi ma khong thay anh iy diu. Con ca Sasaki va Khai Pac
nita, cling khong biét bon ho thé nao roi.”

"Blnh" mot con chudt khong 16 dang hic manh vao ctra da. Vwong Hyu kinh ngac nhin ra bén
ngoai: Ha trod dat o, day 1a cai gi vay? Pong vat gl ma 16m thé?”

Gido sw Phuong Tan noi nhanh: “Co ve nhu bon ching da chu y téi chung ta roi, can phai
nhanh chéng tim duong 1én trén. Toc do cua chung rat nhanh, néu ca hai bén déu bi chan
dwong thi ching ta ding la khong con hy vong song s6t nira dau.”

Lat ma A La duong nhw Van Kkhong cam long, 6 ong kiém tra tirng miéng ho  trong gian dai sanh
sau canh ctra hinh tam giac, roi that vong noi: “Bén trong canh ctra cudi cung nay lai chang cé
th gi hét, sao lai nhw vay dwoc nhi?”

Gido sw Phuwong Tan noi: “Nhin ciu tao bén trong nay, trong glong mot noi dé hién t€, duong
nhu ngwoi Maya nudi dudng thir gi d6 trong nay, va co thé tha do an tir trén kia Xuong Nhuwng
néu bao la c6 dong vat, bén trong phai cé rat nhiéu xwong c6t hodc thi khac nira mai ding,
nhung ¢ day lai khong c6 gi. Néu ca i trian Nam My, chudt khong 16 cling déu do ho nubi tha c3,
vzllly thi tai sao phai nudi nhiéu dong vat 16n & ting nay nhuw thé, rét cudc 1a c6 dung y gi vay
nhi?”

buong Man nhin cra hAm nho lic ho di vao: “Nhung nguwoi vira ndy cling di dwong nay ra,
néu chung ta di ra gap phai hin ta thi lam thé nao?”

Lat ma A La lac dau: “Chac khong dau, han phat hién ra ctra ham da bi bit lai, sé biét ngay
chung ta van con chwa di, nhat dinh sé liéu mang ma chay tro lai day, di thoi, dé toi dan moi
nguoi tim dwong lén phla trén. Vach twong clia cac gian dai sanh 4y rat c6 quai, moi nguoi
khong nhanraa?”

Nam nguoi lai bo ra qua duong ham nho. Soares bwéc ra khoi bong tdi, nhin nhitng dwong
ham t6i tam sau canh cwra hinh tam giac, lam bam: “Khéng thé nao, cho du da chet roi thi cling
phai con lai xwong c8t chit, nhit dinh ta phai tim bang duoc than Kukulcan ctia nguwoi Maya.”
N6i doan y lién bwérc vao mot trong nhirng dwdong ham toi om Ay.

Nam nguoi vira chui ra Khoi dau bén kia, bong nghe thay tleng thé hon hén. C6 nguoi dang
16m tiéng quat thao. Thay ho hinh nhw khong hiéu, ngwoi kia lien nhanh chéng chuyén sang
tiéng Anh: “Ding yén, khong tao ban.”

‘Trac Moc Cuong Ba khong khoi 1uong cuong, rot cudc la tang nay c6 bao nhiéu tén du kich
vay. Bon ho xoay ‘nguoi qua, lién trong thiy Gonzales dang cAm sung mdy thé phi pho, than
hinh trong nhw trai béng thit lac lw dwdi anh Iira.



“La may, may la thang nguoi Trung Quoc dy, Thac Méc Twong!” Trac Moc Cuong Ba chua
tirng gap Gonzales Ian nao, bi han goi tén thi 14y 1am kinh ngac, lién héi: “Sao lai biét tén t6i?”

Gonzales cuoi gan, chi chi nong sing, noi: “Noi it thoi, mo ba 16 ra!” Han da thay Trac Moc
Cudng Ba va Puong Man deo hai cai ba 16 to twdng, chic mam bén trong dung rat nhiéu do co.
Trac Moc Cuong Ba thoang dong tam, chuan bi lgi dung lic mé ba 16 sé khdng ché tén du kich
nay. Ai ngo y dinh vira nay ra trong dau Gonzales nhu lap ttrc nhin thiu, givong sung lén ban
chi thién mot loat dan, lJam Pwdong Man va VLro'ng Huu cung kéu ru 1én, ba nguoi con lai ciin
ryt dau theo phan xa tu nhién. Gonzales noi: “May, may, ca may nira, ném ba 16 xuong dat, tat
ca lui hét lai cho ta, deng cbé ma gid tro trwéc mat thang nay.” Ca chiéc ba 16 leo nui dep 1ép
trén lung Vwong Huwu hin ciing khong chiu bé qua.

Trac Moc Cuong Ba khong ngo tén beo nay lai ranh manh nhw vay, song trudc hong stiing cua
han, ba ngwoi danh mién cudng bo ba 16 xudéng dat, sau do Iui lai phia sau muoi may budrc,
dwng dua lung vao huyét tri. Gonzales vira nhin chdm chim vio bon ho, vira can than mé cai
ba 16 Trac Moc Cuong Ba deo ra, luc loi mot luc, thay bén trong toan la thiét bi gidm tric khong
khi, may giam trac thay van, day an toan, dén chidu sang, thi no6i gian birng birng néi: “Toan
nhu'ng th vt di!”

Y lai hung hang m¢ cai ba 16 buong Man deo ra, két qua lai cang that vong hon, lién 1én tleng
hoi: “Tao thay may dira ching may bo ra khoi miéng ham dé co ma, ching ‘may, chiing may bo
bén trong ay ra, tai sao khong cé thir gi? Tai sao chiung may khong lay thir gi hét?”

Nhin Ve mdt Gonzales nam nguoi déu c6 thé nhin ra tim trang luc nay cta han. Vuong Huu
ché gieu: “Bén trong ma €06 thir gi chang 1€ ching toi lai khong lay. Mo that trong dy sém da bi
nguoi ta vo vét sach sé roi, bay gir ngoai mot ¢d quan tai ra, chang con gi sat.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba dinh ngan Vwong Huu, khong dé anh ta choc gian tén du kich cé vii khi
trong tay nay, chang ngo Vuwong Hyu 1én tiéng bat ngo lai con no6i nhanh nita. Qua nhién, sac
mdt Gonzales vut bién doi, thoat dau 1dm bam: “Bén trong khong co gi hét? Bi trom sach roi?
Hin Itra tao! H&n lai dam lira tao chi!” Sau d6 han danh mat, cudi cung giam giam l1én ba 16 leo
nui ctia Vwong Huu may cai. Cai ba 16 xep lép dy khong pha1 mé ra, chi can cham vao la biét
ngay bén trong chdng c6 cai gi roi. Gonzales bong dung phat cubng, rit dao san dim loan xa
vao cai ba 16 cua Vuong Huu, het: “Tao phai giét ching may! Tao phai giét chiing may!” dong
thoi givong stng 1én ban loan xa.

Nam nguwoi voi hoang hot chay dat ra. Trac Moc Cwong Ba chdp dwoc vat gi do, theo ban
nang, ném luén vé phia Gonzales. Té ra la dau lau cua mot tén du kich bi Soares bé di khong
dung dén. Cai dau nay do chinh tay Gonzales da cit, Gonzales nhat thoi dau 6c hoadng loan,
danh roi ca sing, dang dinh nhat lén, nhung lat ma Alada 'khong cho hin co hoi do, da bay
mot khic xwong téi, ké do phi than lao vut vao, da vang than thé béo ung ung cua Gonzales.
Gonzales lan 16ng 15¢ may vong, voi lan sang moét bén an nau. Dién tich dai sanh nay rit lon,
muon nhanh chong tim ra hin cling that khong dé dang chit nao. Trac Moc Cwong Ba nhac ba
16 1én vai noéi: “Chung ta dl thoéi, rod khoi day trudc di, ching ta khong c6 thr han mudn dau.”
K& dé gd lai lon tleng noi, Nay, chung t6i khong co thir anh muon, dirng giy phién phirc nira,
chiing t6i chi muén roi khoi chd nay cho nhanh théi!”

O’ phia sau, giao sw Phuong Tan dang lén 16p cho Vwong Huu mot bai: “bang 1€ anh khong
nén noi Vay voi han, [An sau gap phai chuyen gi, anh ‘du'ng Ién tiéng nita, dé chung toi giai
quyét, OK?” Vwong Hwu khan khan giong néi: “To6i biét r6i.”

Lat ma A La néi: “Pi thoi, téi cling vira méi nghi ra, d& dan moi ngudi di xem céc tru & vach
twong kia co gila.”

Doi cho nam nguoi di han, Gonzales ma&i tir bong t6i buwdc ra, bat chip tit c3, hai chan han
chum lai, don hét strc chui vao dwdmng hdm nhé ma lat ma A La mé ra.

Nim nguoi do lat ma A La din dau di téi goc tuong. O’ day toan la nhitng tru da hoi cong
cong hwdng l1én trén mo phong xwong swon cua con ngudi. Ong vuot tay 1én mot tru da noi: “O



day c6 khia 16m vao nay, c6 phat hién ra khong, hai bén cdt da déu cé khia 16m vao day.”
Trac Moc Cwong Ba s¢ so nhirng duwong khia: “Nhw vay nghia la sao?”

Giao sw Phuwong Tan chot kéu lén: “T6i hiéu roi, c6 biét giwong g0 tru¢c dong thé nao khong?
Hai manh go, & gitra duc khia, sau d6 hai dau thanh go ga vot thanh hinh chém, nhét vao. Néu
ching ta kiém dwoc vai thr dd vat dai chirng mot mét, gac vao trong cac ranh nhw vay, nhw
vay thi thanh mét cai thang treo roi.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba noi: “Nhung ki€m dau ra nhitng do6 vat dai mot mét 4y bay gio? Hon nira,
cac tru da nay déu co thé ga vao duoc, rot cudc & dau méi la 16i ra day?”

Lat ma A La lic dau: ‘ ‘Khong, khong phai vay. Trong nhirng ranh nay c6 chot ga san, 4n Xuong
noé lai bat 1én, day la mot loai cong nghé kham da noi, giong nhuw an moét qua bong da xudng
nwéc dy, du dé sau thé nao no ciing ty noi l1én. Ky thuat nay dung dé tao mot loai lay di dong
don huong, dé toi nghi xem nén glal thlch thé nao véi moi ngudi cho dé hiéu nao. Pung rdi, hoi
trudc trén cac dong ho co, c6 mot két cau ranh chdt, khong biét moi ngwdi c6 biét khong.”

Ngoai buong Man, ba nguoi con lai deu t6 y da hiéu. Lat ma A Lanéi: “Loai ranh d4 nay, hoat
dong cung mot nguyén ly voi ranh cta dong ho co, giéng nhw cong tay vay, c6 thé an vao,
nhung lai khong thé rut nguoc ra, nhw vay, sé dam bao dugc phwong hudng van hanh dong
nh4t cho thang treo gan trén dé. Noi cach khéc, thang treo phia trén clia ting nay sé tu di dong,
chir khong dirmg yén mot cho.”

“Twdi ddng?” Trac M6c Cwong Ba khong thé nao hiéu noi.

Latma ALa dap: “Nhirng ranh da nay nhw la duwong ray, con thang treo thi giéng nhw xe Ira,
mai mai chuyén dong theo mot hwdéng, nhw vy cau da hiéu chwa?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba néi: “Con dong luc & ddu? C6 dong luc gi diy né tién 1én khong?”

“Co chwr.” Lat ma A La néi: “Nuéc x6i tlr trén tang dinh xudng, chénh léch chiéu cao thing
ding 1én toi may tram mét, c6 thé cung cip dd dong ning, hon nita con vinh vién khong bao
gio can kiét.”

Trac M6c Cwong Ba kéu: “Khong thé tin noi, diy dung la tri tué ctia ngwdi co dai hay sao?”

Gido sw Phwong Tan chot 1én tiéng: “N6i nhiéu nhw vay, thé ching ta biét tim cho thang treo
hién ra & dau bay gio?”
Lat ma A La dap: “Cha y ¢ goc tuong, mudn xudt hién dwoc thang treo, goc twong nhat dinh

phal c6 khe hé, hon nira khe dé con phal du rong nita. Thong thuwong loal thang treo nay sé
dong bo véi thoi gian, toi nghi, ching ta ctt di vé phia Nam, chic 1a sé& phat hién théi.”

Méi di dugce chua bao xa, ho dd phat hién ra thang treo ¢ dai sanh cach huyet tri ba gian vé
phia Nam. Thang treo toan la nhitng khtic Xwong gac vao gitra cac tru da, qua nhién ding nhu
lat ma A La noi, dang cham cham dich chuyen 1én trén véi mot téc do ma mat thuong khong dé
gi nhan ra du'(rc Lic nidm nguoi ho téi noi, phan day thang treo di 16 ra mot khoang trong.
Trac Moc Cuong Ba vira nhin da lap tirc hleu lat ma A La n6i l1au nhw vay, thi ra nguyén ly hoat
dong cua thang treo nay giéng nhw bang chuyen chi c6 diéu Ia tir phwong ngang chuyén thanh
phwong thiang dirng ma thoi.

Lat ma A Lanim lay thang treo, nghiéng dau néi: “Khi c6 nguoi git lai, strc ndng cla co thé
sé& lam ca hé théng ngirg van dong, sau khi treo len roi, thang treo sé la1 tiép tuc cham cham
chuyén dong bay, chinh Ia tri tué cua nguoi xua.’ " N6i doan, 6ng dan dau treo lén. Gido sw
Phwong Tan so lat ma A La roi xuong, voi Vang 1én theo sau. Puong Man & gitra. Vwong Huu
theo sau. Trac Moc Cudng Ba 1a nguoi cudi ciing leo 1én thang treo.

Luc 1én dwoc chirng hai ba chuc mét, trong cai ba 16 bi thung ctia Vuwong Huu roi ra mot vat
tron tron. Trac Moc Cwong Ba nhanh tay nhanh mat, mot tay bam thang, mot tay bat lay, dua
mat nhin tht, thi ra 1a mot cai gwong dong nhd, tréong con rat méi. Ga goi Vwong Huu: “Nay, do



cua anh roi nay.” Vuwong Hyu ngoanh dau Xuong, don chiéc guong dong trong tay Trac Moc
Cuong Ba, nhét bira vao tui do, khan khan giong noi: “Cam on.” Trac Moc Cuong Ba thoang liéc
thiy mat sau tim gwong dong hinh nhw c6 khic tiéng Tang, bén héi: “Liy & dau ra thé?”

Vuong Hyu dap: * ‘0, mua trong mot cho do thi cong & Bogota, ltc a dy da dén gior xudt phat roi
nén bé luén trong ba 16.” Trac Moc Cwong Ba khong hoi gi thém nita. Ga ciing biét, guong dong
nhu vay bay gio dao duoc rat nhiéu. Khong chi & Trung Qudc, ma céc quoc gia lan can Trung
Quoc cling co. Gia thi truong khong cao 13m. Hon nita chiéc gwong dong nay con kha méi, cé
thé 1a do ngwoi doi sau lam gia cling nén.

Nam nguoi 1én dén tang thir tu cta dia cung. Tk day tro di hanh trinh bat ngd tré nén thuin
lo, cudn s6 ghi chép cua Pieri dan day du hon, s6 luong biy rip va dién tich dia cung khong
ngung thu nho lai. Tw tang ba tr¢ di th1 Vuwong Hyu lai cang quen dwong thudc 161, di trudre dan
dau. Theo nhw anh ta néi, tang mot tang hai hoan toan khong cé cam bay gi hét, c6 thé dé dang
di thang Ién trén. Doc du'crng gido sw Phuong Tan va lat ma A La hoi han Vuong Hyu rat nhiéu.
Anh chang ho Vu'o'ng phat am khéng sudn sé lam, nhu'ng dé x6a bo moi hiém nghi cta nhing
nguoi nay, danh nhat nhat tra 1o, ké dai khai tir dau chi cudi vé chuyén du hanh trong rirng
nguyén sinh nay mot luot.

Anh ta vOn la tong giam déc mot cong ty phat trlen dia Oc, xwa nay rat thich tham hiém. M&i
dau moi nguoi thuong vao mot trang Web chuyén vé du lich phuot, chi giri thw moi qua mang.
Hanh trinh Ian nay la do mot ngwoi Trung Quoc tén 1a Khai Pac dé xwéng, muc dich 1a bing qua
khu rirng nguyén sinh nguyén ven cudi cung & Nam My. Cac viéc bao danh trén mang, ky hop
dong va lap di chuc, tat ca déu thuc hién theo quy cu thong thu'crng cia cac doan tham hiem tuw
tdc kinh phi. Sau d6 ca doan wéc dinh thoi gian, tir khap noi trén thé gidi tu tip vé Bogota. Anh
ta va Khai Pac la hai nguoi Trung Quoc Ricky la Hoa kiéu Singapore, Sasaki 1a ngwei Nhat Ban.
B6n bon ho cung ngoi mot con thuyén nho, luc gap phai dam du kich, khong hleu da lam
chuyen gl ma choc gian bon ching, ket qua I3 phai bo chay thuc mang, thuyen cua ho da lac
mat cd doan. Sau doé lai trai qua vo s6 nhirng chuyén hung hiém giong nhu bon Trac Moc
Cuong Ba da gdp phai, cudi cung thi to1 dwgc di tich nay. Bon ho vao trong tu 16i than miéu
trén dinh kim ty thap, hai tang trén khéng c6 cam bay gi, nhwng dén tang thir ba thi dot nhién
dung phai chét bay, luong cudng tay chan khong biét phai lam sao, dang dinh ra khdi kim tu
thap thi anh ta vi to mo ma roi vao cai ho & ting ba, sau dé bit tinh nhan sw. Luc tinh lai, anh ta
lién phat hién ra minh dang ¢ mot minh trong hang dong tdi om nhw muec, da tim ki&m khap
noi ma khong lam sao tim duoc 16i ra, cudi cting phat hién ra khe da c6 anh sang, ciing da dung
het cach ma khong m¢ duoc cra da. Ban du Vuong Huu con cé chut hy vong nhitng nguo1i di
cung sé tim thay minh, két qua cho sust mot ngay mot dém, nwéc va thirc dn déu da hét sach,
co hong gao thet dén khan di, ma trudc sau ciing khong ai tra 1o1i. Anh ta da ng& minh sé chét
trong cai hang toi ay, dang mo mo ho ho thiép di thi bi t1eng dong rAm ram lam giat bin minh
tinh lai, cudi cung trong thay b&n ngudi bon Trac Moc Cwong Ba.

Nhu Vuong Huu ké, anh ta dén sém hon may ngudi bon gido sw Phwong Tan mot ngay. Nhan
do, gido sw Phwong Tan va Trac Moc Cuong Ba cling ké lai nhitng chuyén da gdp phai. Lic &
dwéi kim tu thap, moi gidy m01 phut ho déu phai hoang loan chay trén, qua that chua lic nao
c6 co hdi dé ké lai hanh trinh cia minh. Trong con 1i, gido sw Phwong Tan va Dwong Man bi lac
mat lat ma A La va Ngai Luc Khic, sau do, giao su Phwong Tan phai dé lai ky hiéu & gan thach
tran. K&t qua 1a vira deé lai ky hiéu xong, ca hai lién bi tho dan an thit nguoi phat hién, phai chay
thuc mang trong rirng mot tran, mai téi khi dam thé dan bi mot to du kich thu hit sw chd'y
méi thoat khdi truy dudi, lai di trong rung mat hai ngay, chang hiéu dau cua tai nheo thé nao
ma t&i duoc Bach thanh. Bon ho cling bi ky tich nay thu hut ca tam tri. Sau d6 hai nguoi vao
mot gian nha trong thanh nghi mot dém, hom sau tinh lai, thi gip bon Trac Méc Cuwdong Ba va
quan du kich chay téi.

Trong lic noi chuyén, bon ho khong ngo da lan lwot tim thay thi thé cta Khai Dac va Sasaki
trong dam thay cot tan khuyet clia quan du kich. Ca hai bi da thd can cho nat bay nguoi, dau
mat tay chan déu khong con nguyén ven. Vuong Huu c6 nén dau thuong thu nhat di vat cua ho
vao ba 1, dinh sau nay sé trao lai cho ngudi than. Nim ngudi lai tiép tuc di 1én, trong 1ong déu



cam thay hét strc nang ne, béi du c6 ra khoi dwoc kim ty thap nay, trong rirng ram ménh mong
nhuw thé, ho khong biét sé con phai lam gi day. Trac Moc Cuong Ba khong nhin noi ngoac miéng
mang chtii Lir Canh Nam, bao dang 1€ nén dé co nang ty thuong thirc va cam nhan chuyen di
nguy hiém nay moi pha1 Gido sw Phwong Tan cling m& miéng, co h6 nhw mudn néi gi do,
nhwng cudi cung ghim lai dworc.

Soares chan nan cyc dg, cam giac toan than khéng con chit stc lyc nao, twa nhw dot ngot bi
ha dwong huyét vay. 'Y da vao tat ca cAc miéng hang, thay déu khong c6 gi, vat song, xwong cot,
hoac nhirng manh xac khong lanh lan bi dong vat dn con thira lai, vat bai tiét, trong hang khong
c6 gi hét. Y nhiéc mang ban than minh qué ngu dét, biét rd 1a khong thé hoan toan tin vao
nhiing gi nguoi do noi, nhung tai sao y lai khong thé kiém ché dwoc ma c tin nhiém han co
ch? Vat va cuc nhoc klem duoc chia khoa suyt chut nira con chét dudi miii gido cua bon tho
dan an thit nguoi, vay ma két qua chang c6 chut y nghia gi, cong toi mot ban. Y 6m trong long
ngon ltra phan nd bung bung di ra ndi sanh, lién trong thay than thé map U cua Gonzales dang
bo toai ra trén nap quan tai da, trong chang khac gl mot con sdu rau nic nich dang ra strc treo
1én mot chiéc 14 cay, nhung chiéc 14 ay lai khong chiu dwoc trong lwong ctia nd, ctt rung rinh
chyc rung, nhin that vo cung hai huorc.

Gonzales ngodnh dau lai, trong thdy Soares, lién nghién rang kén ket hdi: “Bén trong chang
c6 thir gi ca! Ong da biét trudc roi dung khong' Tai sao lai gat toi! Tai sao lai gat to6i!”

Soares hoan toan c6 thé chdi, nhung ldc nay tam trang y dang cuc ky toi té, 1oi ra dén ctra
miéng roi lai dot nhién bién dsi: “Pung vay, tao lira may ddy, vay thi sao! Tw may ngu xuin
thdi, con trach ai dwoc niva! Cai d6 dau lon!”

“Dugc 1am!” Gonzales lan tir trén tam d4 xudng, nhin canh ctra hinh khung xuong moi chi mo
hé ra mot khe nho va dwong ham khong 1én 1am kia, cdm sting lén gan glong noi: “O0r day, may
khong thé goi 1ii dong vat ay dén ding khong, tao mudn... phan thay may ra!” Han chudn bi ban
ican phe (‘%u' chi Soares trudc, sau d6 tur tir giay vo y, hong phat tiét phan nao méi han bi ép phai
am tén do té.
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Song sot tro ve

Chang ngo tleng sung vira no vang, Soares da lan xuong dat, khong hiéu ruat dau ra mot soi
roi dai, tir khoang cach muwdi hai mét vung tay qudt mot phat, dau roi 1ap tirc quan 14y khau
sung trong tay Gonzales, giat manh mot cu, hat vang ra dang xa, ké dé la hét roi nay dén roi
khac quat xudng co thé ph1 non cua Gonzales khong chut thuong ti€c, ddnh cho tén beo phai
gao thét tham thiét. Cuoi cung, Soares quin soi roi vao cd Gonzales, kéo hin lai gan roi dap
manh cho hén mé bit tinh, ném vao bén trong canh ctra tam giac, lanh lung noi: “May khong
nén choc gian tao vao nhu'ng lac thé nay moi phai, cho du khong cé dong vat, thang béo chét
tiét may cling khong dang dé tao coi vao mit dau. Cho may thanh mot phan cda dia cung Ah
Puch nay vay!”

Soares gat chét trén ctra da, day canh ctra hinh tam giac tro lai chd cii. Co ‘quan trén canh cua
nay da khong thé tai str dung duworc nira, cra dong lai, thi sé khong bao 8gio mo ra dwoc. Nhin
canh ctra dang cham cham khép chat Soares né mot nu cwoi lanh lung tan khéc. “Tang ba hinh
nhuw c6 cho bi nglrol ta phd hoai roi, van con ké nao khac mudn vao ,day hay sao, minh phai lén
do xem moi dwoc.” Soares cti dau 4 ril tham tinh toan, song lai chang c6 chut nh1et tinh hang
hai nao. Pling lic nay bong nghe “b0op” mot tiéng, c6 thir gi A6 mém mém roi xuong dat. Soares
ngudc nhin vé phia canh ctra hinh tam giac, thir d6 chinh la roi tir trén dinh nhon cua tam giac
xudng. Néu khong c6 nguoi mo clra, vat do sé khong dich chuyen ra, néu khong cO nguoi dong
clra da lai, vat do ciing sé khong roi xudng, khong hiéu tht gi ma duoc gidu khéo 1éo dén
nhuong dy. Soares nhat né Ién, phdi bui dat bam trén bé mat, thi ra mot manh da tha da duoc
Xt ly bang phu'ong phap dic biét, trong c6 vé rat chac chin. Soares cin than quan sat tdm da
tht that ky ludng, “Day... day... noi dwoc vé trén tAm ban d6 ndy... hinh nhw 1a Trung Quéc ma!”

Lai di thém mot luc lau nira, dwdi sw chi dan trong cudn sé ghi chép cua ong Pieri, nam nguoi
nap trong mot khong gian kin & tang ha1 tranh dwoc doan quan doi vé 6, sau do la1 ti€p tuc lén
trén, cudi cung, cling trong thay canh ctra 16n thong ra phia 4nh sang. Khong hiéu tai sao, moi
nguoi déu khong hé mung vui hén ho. Gido sw Phuong Tan hoi Vuong Hyu: Sau khi ra ngoai
anh tinh thé nao, di voi chung toi hay la..” “Dwong nhién la di cung moi nguoi roi.” Vwong Huu
khong nghi ngoi gi da tra 161 ludn, anh ta hiéu rat ro, @ mot noi thé nay, don thwong doc ma
cling gan nhw dong nghia v&i cai chét.

Gido sw Phwong Tan noi: “Nhung toi phai néi cho anh biét mot diéu, ca ching toi cling khong
hé tw tin c6 thé ra khoi khu rirng nay, ma kha nang 1on nhat chinh 13, moi ngwoi chét chung mot
chd.” Piéu gido sw Phwong TAn vira noi, cling chinh la diéu moi nguoi dang nghi trong dau. Moi
nguoi déu bi hoan canh bitrc bach trong rirng ma chay toi noi day, khdng co thirc an cling chang
c0 phuong huédng, khong ai biét canh rirng nay la ¢ dau, mudn ra khoi chdn nay khong dé, tru
phi xuat hién ky tich. Day ciing chinh la nguyén nhan khién ca nam nguoi déu khong thé nao
murng vui cho noi.

Vuwong Huu noi: “Toi biét ch, nhém phuot bon t6i, moi Ian t6 chirc doan tham hiém, trwdc
khi xuat phat déu phai ky tén trong ban tuyén b6 trach nhiém va viét di chdc, tim ly chung toi
déu da duoc chuan bi. Du sao, noi nguy hiém nhat kho khan nhit chung ta cling da vuot qua, sé
Khong co thir gl o thé can bwéc chan cau sinh clia chung ta nira dau.” Mot cau noi nay co tac
dung c6 vii rat 1én. Gido sw 'Phuwong Tan hit sau mot hoti, noi: “Né&u anh di nghi nhw vay, ching
ta di thoi.” N6i doan, 6ng wirn nguc buéc vé phia canh clra sang ngoi kia.

Anh duong lai mot lan nita twéi tdm cho mat dat, khong khi van thanh tan khon t3, ndm con
nguoi mét moi ra roi, quan ao rach rudi dirng trén dinh kim tu thap, tay nam chit tay, vai ké
sat vai, kiéu ngao nhin vang dwong moi 1én. Bach thanh, dang & dwdi gét chan ho. Mt dat
ménh mang, ciing dang ¢ dudi chan ho. Cu6j cung ho cling ra khoi toa cung dién ngam dudi
long dat dy, di ra tir tang sau nhat cua chén Am ty, bwéc ra tir v s& khdo nghiém clia su song
va cai chét. Sau day, bat ké la phai doi dién véi khao nghiém gi, trai qua nguy nan hiém tré thé
nao, bon ho ciling déu than nhién ti€p nhan. Pia nguc da tirng cho ho biét mot diéu: sinh mang,
vinh vién khéng bao gid cti dau.



Khi ho ding trén dinh kim tu thap, ky tich that sy da xuat hién. Ca nam nguoi deu nhin thiy
rat ro, trén quang truong lon doi dién véi kim tw thap c6 ba chiéc truc thang xep hang ngay
ngan, lang 1é khoan thai ch¢ doi, twa ho nhu dang long trong hoan nghenh ho tré ve. “Truc
thang...” Gido sw Phuong Tan dot nhién cam thay khong thé khong ché noi minh, chi thét 1én
hai chit dy, nwéc mat da 1a cha 13n trén gwong mat tirng trai bao bé dau dau bé. Pwong Man
thay séng mii cay cay, nudc mat lién nhuw nhitng hat chau dirt day roi xuong thanh thot. Trong
mit lat ma A La cling long lanh anh 1€, Vuong Huu khoc oa lén, Trac Moc Cuwong Ba nghen ngao
thon thitc. Khoanh khic ay, bon ho mic cho nwéc mit thoa strc roi xuong, that long chi muon
tro lai thoi tho tré ma khoc oa 1én. Khong phai ho khong diing cam, ciing cang khong phai ho
khong du kién cwong, ma chi 1a tam trang kich dong lic ay khong thé nao biéu dat noi, ngoai
trlir nwéc mat ra, qua that khéng con tht gi ¢ thé xoa diu dwgc tdm tinh cia ndm nguoi ho
trong thoi khiac y.

Mot gbc tang thit ba cia dia cung, & ddy da bi nguoi ta dao béi khoét mot cai 10 16n, nén noi
1a vét tich ctia mot vu nd nhan tao dé lai thi dung hon. Merkin mdt miii sam s}, ctt di di lai lai
bén trén miéng ho, sau lung y 1a mot duong 6 ong dan dau cé& 1én da 1ap rap xong va may chiéc
xe dién, mot s6 cong nhan ky sw ctia bén thi cong dang ban rén chay qua chay lai. Khi Max hang
hai chay toi bao cao v&i 6ng chu rang da sap x&p 6n thoa, khong ngd lai an ngay mot tran chii
rat may rat mat: “May la thang ngu xuan, ton bao nhiéu tién, phi bao nhiéu thoi gian nhu vay,
vdy ma chang tim hiéu duoc chut gi. Chi can may nghe ngong dugc mot chut tin tirc thi tao da
biét ngay chd nay chinh 1a noi ching tao da dén mot l1an roi. Chd nay con cai déch gi ma xem
nita chi? May xem cho kia, day, con chd kia nita, chang 18 tao chua ké véi may bao gio chac!
Tao thuong ké véi may vé noi nay, Chang 1€ may khong co chut a an twong nao ha? Oi trod, dau
may lam bang cai gi thé? Lang phi thoi gian sirc lwc cta tao! Ngu xuin!”

Max run ray lay bay, khong dam cai lai cau nao. That khong ngo noi nay lai chinh la toa kim
tw thap Maya hung hiém ma dng chd thuong hay nhic téi, khé khian 1dm méi c6 duoc gidy
phép thong hanh, thé ma lai ching dwoc tich sw gi.

"Bala, Bala!” Ky thuat vién bén trong hét am 1. Ho phat hién ra c6 nguoi trong kim tu thap.
May ga bao vé vu trang nhay vao trudc tién, ben trong ciling c6 giong noi lanh lung cat Ién, doi
phuong cling dung tiéng Tay Ban Nha héi: “Bén ngoai la ai vay? To6 chttc CAch mang Thanh
chién a?”

Merkin bdo véi tén chi huy: “Khong cin lo ldng, ngwdi cia minh.” Doan lién cao giong goi:
« »
Soares!

Mot ngudi c6 bo mat khién ngudi ta khong dam nhin thang bwéc ra tir kim tw thép, dich thi
1 Soares. Merkin 6m y that chat, roi hdi: “Khéng phai anh theo ddi bon ching a? Sao lai &
day?”

Soares dap: “Chung cling vira méi & day di ra thoi.”

Merkin ngac nhién: “Ua, vay sao? Ching con hanh dong duoc khong?”

“Yén tam, toi dé lai d6 cho chung roi.” Soares dwa mat nhin xung quanh, néi: “Roi khéi day
trwdc da, toi cé thit nay hay lam.”

Tén chi huy voi cit tiéng: “Nay, 6ng khong thé roi khdi diy dwoc, phai dé ching t6i kiém tra
da.” Soares xoe rong hai tay ra noi: “C tw nhién.”

Gonzales mo mang bo day trong bong toi mit mung, dua tay so so 1én cai dau van con dau

nhw btda bé cua minh: “bay 1a cho nao vay? Khén klep' Lai con bo tao vao day nira! Co ai
khong! Cé ai khéng!” Han bat dAu ngoac hong ra kéu gao.

Xung quanh khong c6 mot lan gio nhe, ciing khong cé chut anh sang nao, tiéng kéu cla
Gonzales vong lai ong ong trong khoang khong den t6i. Han hoang mang buéc di may budérc,
chot da phai thtt gi d6, tho tay lan thi, thi ra la mot chiéc dén pin khéng hi€u ai danh roi trong
nay. Han bat dén Ién, van con mot chut anh sadng vang vot, dwdi 4nh dén, Gonzales bat dau nhin



ro dwoc hoan canh xung quanh minh, hin lap tirc hiéura mlnh dang & dau. Gonzales bé t&i cho
canh ctra hinh tam gidc déng im im, 16n tiéng chti mang: “Khdn kiép, khon kiép, tha tao ra!
Khén kiép, khén kiép!”

Mot con gié sac mui tanh thoi thoi téi, Gonzales cdm thdy khong onlam, voi quay dau lai, chi
thay trong hang dong tdi tdm khong 16 4y bong xuit hién hai dom sang, chung dich chuyen
cang ldc cang lén dan, 4nh 1én sac vang nhan nhat, twa nhuw c6 nguoi dung cay sao tre rat cao
treo hai ngon den 16ng dang di téi vay. Gonzales tron tritng mat nhin dom sang dang nhanh
chéng tién lai gan minh, co ho khong dam tin ddy la sy that, hoang mang khong biét phai lam
sao. Cudi cung, khi nhin thay chan twdng ctia hai ngon dén iong kia, tén béo da dung hét strc luc
toan than phatra tiéng kéu c6 am do cao nhat tir thud hin lot Iong dén gid, k& d6, hdn bat chap
tdt cd ma an nut kich hoat dong thuoc né quan quanh ngudi! Anh Iira l6e 1én trong bong dém
tam t01 khi ap nén lai cuc do, roéi cuong loan bung ra xung quanh, luong sirc manh danh bat
canh ctra hinh tam giac, danh bat ca canh ctra dang khung xwong khong 16, k& d6 dé dang bién
ca tang dia nguc thir nam nay thanh binh dia, bién moi vat cham phai né nat vun thanh bot!
Dau mo & tang duwoi cung bi kich dan tao ra phan trng day chuyén, nhitng tiéng né 1én vang 1én
lién tiép, twa h6 nhw mudn I6n phdc tit cd moi thit 1én!

Nam nguoi nuoc mat lung trong chay toi trudce tryc thang. Ca ba chiéc déu khong hé hu hai
chit nao. Thém mot diéu khién ho mung r& hon nira 1a tren may bay van con du ca nwéc lan do
an. Trac Mdc Cu'crng Ba kiém tra binh xang may bay, néi: “Péu cé binh xing doéi, bay ca ngay
ciing khéng van dé gi.”

Ho mang hét vat phdm tap trung lén mot chiéc truc thang, do day binh xang Sau do6 Trac
Moc Cuong Ba cham cham kéo can diéu khién, mot loat tiéng “tach tach tach” vang lén mang
t¢i cho ca nam nguoi niém hy vong v6 cung tan. Chiéc truc thang ddo mot vong trén toa kim tu
thap. Tk trén cao giao su Phwong Tan 14y may quay ghi lai toan bd quang canh Bach thanh.
Vira lic 3 ay, mot tiéng nd khing khiép vang lén dudi long dat, kim tw thap dan chim xuong, dat
vun va bui cat mu mit tung bay, bao phu ca toa thanh trong mot sac xam moéng lung mo mit.
Gido su Phlrcmg Tan tiéc nudi than: “Chiing cho né kim tw thap roi, ai lai lam vay nhi, day rd
rang la pham t0i ma.”

Khong bao lau sau, ¢ viing ria Bach thanh, mot cot Ilra khong 16 boc lén, ludi Itra mang theo
dau boc cao may chuc mét, chi thodt cai ca toa ‘thanh khong 16 da béc lira phing phirng. Nam
ngudi nhin tro tan khéi téa bén dudi, cdm gidc twa ho nhw vira trai qua mot gidc Nam Kha.

Trac Moc Cuong Ba du'a mit nhin Bach thanh, noi mang dén ca sw kich dong 14n noi kinh hon
Ian cudi cung, roi néi: “Toi nghi, toi sé khong bao gio tro lai ddy nira, gitk n6 lai trong hoi e thi
van tdt hon. bi dwoc chua, thiy gido?” Truc thang bat dau 1én cao, roi xa Bach thanh, thang
tién vé phia mat troi.

Soares dé dam nguwoi kia kiém tra xong, lién cing Merkin ng01 1én xe dién roi di. Khéng duoc
bao xa, dot nhlen chiéc xe rung 1én, twa nhw bi thir gi d6 quang 1én cao r6i lai roi bich xuéng
dat. Merkin héi: “Pong dat ha?”

Soares v0i hét: “Ché chét, thang béo kia da cho nd min. Mau roi khoi day, cho nay sip sap hét
roi!” Y nhay xu6ng khai xe dién, lao vt nhw bay ra dau kia ctia dudng ham.

Truc thang bay vé phia Bac, doc duwong c6 di qua khu tap trung cua quan du kich, song khong
gap pha1 can trd gi. Sau ciing ho dirng lai & mot noi goi 1a Boye, rét cudc cling da tro ve thanh
thi van minh, dong thoi lién lac dwoc véi Lir Canh Nam, nho dai st quan giup do té1 Saint
Mary. Vwong Huu tam biét bon Trac Méc Cwong Ba, 1én du@ng veé nwdc ludn.

Trén mot con deo cach Bach thanh khong xa lam Merkin va Soares lang I€ nhin toa thanh
hung vi nay da bién thanh bién Itta. Max khim nim dtrng sau lwng hai ngwoi. Néu vira roi chi di
cham muoi phut, bon ho ciing sé glong nhw dam cong nhan thi cong kia, chon thay noi bién
Ilra. Ca ba déu biét rd, Itta sé con tiép tuc chay nira, chinh phu sé khong héi téi day, quan du
kich cling mac ké khong lo, néu nhw c6 ngwdi quan tAm deén, e 1a chi c6 dam tho dan an thit



nguoi nhw dang gap phai ngay tan thé kia la cung Nghe Soares ké lai toan bd nhitng viéc da
trai qua, Merkin vo 1€ thét: “Thi ra la Gonzales.”

Soares hoi: “Sao vay, anh biét han 4?”

Merkin gat dau ‘U'm, hbi trudc ¢ qua lai. C6 diéu khong sao ca, hin ciing khong con duoc
viéc gi nira roi.”

Soares lai néi: “Ha, Bach thanh da khéng con ton tai nita réi, cé6 con nhé tinh canh cta chiing
ta khi t&i day 1an dau tién khong?”

Merkin gat dau: “Ca doi nay ciing kho ma quén duoc, mac du da ton that bon thing Nam
Twéc, nhung ldc 8y doi chiing ta con hoan thién Idm, dau cé gidng bay gio.”

Soares suc nho ra gi do: “Phai roi, tdi hoi anh, chuyén nay... toi dang noéi toi chuyen vé Bac Ba
La thdn miéu, ngoai t6i ra, anh khong noi vai ai khac nira chit, dac biét la... ngwoi do.”

Merkin gidt minh thét: “Anh mudn néi... Chén.” Soares v0i xua tay ngdn y lai, tén cua nguoi
do cting khong thé nhac dén duoc. Merkln lac dau: “Lam sao thé& dwoc! Toi da tim dén anh,
cling co nghla 1a chic chin khéng muén dé ngudi dé biét, bang khong, toi da khong dén tim
anh roi.

Soares noi: “Anh biét vay thi tot, anh cling b1et roi day, nguoi do xua nay déu doi chiém phan
16m, néu hdn biét dwoc chuyén nay, tdi va anh ca khiic xwong ciing chiang c6 ma gam dau.”

Merkin ban khoan: “Sao dot nhién anh lai nh¢ ra chuyén nay vay?”

Soares tram ngam dap: ‘ ‘B&i vi c6 mot s6 chuyén rat la, tén Trac Moc Cuong Ba lai c6 chia
khoéa mé& canh ctra cdm ky, diém nay lam tbi 1ay lam nghl hodc.” Y khong cé v dinh noéi véi
Merkin chuyén bon Trac Moc Cuong Ba suyt chut nita thi bi nwéc dim chét, nhwng co quan
bong nhién bi mé ra, ma ngudi mé chiac chan khong phailay.

Merkin noi: “Co I€ la trung hop théi, mdc du thanh thach cta ngudi Kukuer dd bi chung ta lay
di va st dung trén ctra da roi, nhwng ciing ¢ kha nang ‘bon ho cuwop dwoc cua mot bo lac khac
vé. Anh biét day, may cuc da dé cuc nao chang giong cuc nao, bon dy lam sao phan biét dwoc
chit. Phai roi, néi dén Trac Moc Cuong Ba, dén gior cach nhin cia anh d6i véi bon chiing thé nao
roi?”

Soares buc boi gat “Néi ra anh ché gidn, t6i chang c6 mot chut long tin nao vo&i dam 3 ay ca.
Véi thue Iuc nhu thé, cé thé tréo lén dinh Tuyet son da la cuc han cua chung roi, mong ching
tim thay Bac Ba La than miéu w, htr, trir phi 1a mat tréi moc & dang Tay di.”

Merkin néi: “Cling lam gi dén ndi té thé, chung quy chung ciing biang qua dwoc rirng Than
Thé dén Bach thanh ma.”

“Hwr, dwa vao ching ha!” Soares cuwoi gan noi: “Co cao thu khac nira. Luc bon ching vira dat
chan vao rimg Than Tho, da gap mot tén toc bach kim, thang cha nay kha la loi hai, han din ca
bon tranh né nhitng noi nguy hiém nhit, vong qua hang 0 cua nhirng loai da thd hung hiém
nhat ma may tén kia thi khong hiéu diu cua tai nheo gi, gan nhw la ching da dén thang Bach
thanh bang con duong an toan nhit d6. Pay ciing la nguyen nhdn tai sao toi hoi anh c6 nguoi
nao khac biét chuyén nay hay khong. Trong dia cung, toi con gdp phai mot ké dang s¢ hon nita,
mac du khong biét 1a ai, nhung hiéu biét ctia ké 4y vé huyét tri tham chi con sau sic hon ca
nguoi do nira.

“U'm.” S&c mat Merkin tré nén nghiém trong néi: “Pé nhat dinh Ia ngwdi cia Mat tdng Tay
Tang.”

Soares héi: “Mat tong Tay Tang?”

Merkin gat dau giai thich: “Khi t6i nghe nguoi do nhic dén huyet tri lAn dau tién, da bat dau

chd y dén thi nay roi, toi nghi rang, nén bat diu tra xét tir qudc gia cla y. Cudi cung, toi ciing
diéu tra ra dwoec, cai huyet tri nguyén ven dau tién dwoc phat hién, thi ra la khai quat & huyén



Mic Thoat, TAy Tang vao nam 1915. Thit nay, 1a phap khi dung dé té€ 1é cia mot tdn gido da bi
tieu diét.”

“0, vay anh xem cai nay..” Soares 13y trong ti cia Merkin ra mot cudn da, ban ndy y loi dung
lic 6m nhau ma nhét ludn vao. Merkin ciing biét, nhung tir by dén gio chua kip mé& ra xem.

Cudn da mé& ra, phan mép chic 1a bién, sau d6 dai khai c6 mot hinh cong nhw trc ga, mot
dudng mau dé nhat chay doc theo xwong tc ga huéng vé phia Tay, roi chia ra lam ba, lan luot
ky hiéu bang hinh anh thac nwéc, twong Phat va bd xwong, cé rat nhiéu dia danh danh d4u nhé
li ti, thoat nhin giéng Tang van nhu‘ng nhin k¥ lai th1 hoi khac. C6 diu, diém khién Merkin chd
y nhat 1a ky hiéu ky quai & géc ban do, phan trén gidng nhw dau trau, phan dwéi lai ndi lién véi
mot hinh chit Van nguoc ().

Merkin kinh ngac thét 1én: “Ha! Pay la... 1a ban d6 cia Mat téng?”

“Anh néi cai gi? Sao blet day la ban do ctia Mat tong?” Soares da xem tam ban do nay khong
chi mét Ian, nhung trir cdm giac giong Trung Quéc ra, y cling khong dam khing dinh day chinh
1a ban d6 Trung Quoc Vay ma Merkin vira thoang nhin da nhan ra ngay la ban d6 ctia Mat tong
Tay Tang. Max ciling voi rudon dau lén ngo mot cai, o diéu nhw vay la chen vao gitra Merkin véi
Soares roi, nhan lic 6ng chi con chua trirng mat len han lai tw giac lui vé phia sau.

Merkin chi tay vao ban dé néi: “Ky hiéu nay khong phai van ty Phat giao, ma goi la ky hiéu
‘ung trong’, ky hiéu c6 xuwa nhat ctia Tay Tang, hién nay moi nguoi déu cho rang no tuong trung
cho mit troi. Con ky hiéu trong giong chit * trén dong tién nay chicla ky hiéu gidn héa biéu thi
cho soi, cling co thuyét bao day la ky hiéu gian hoa chi mot loai cho chién dau dac biét chi Tay
Tang moi co. Hai ky hiéu nay tir thoi ky bo da ct da xuat hién & Tay Tang roi, co rat nhleu dau
vet vé chung trén cac birc nham hoa cua nguoi c6 dai. Khi hai ky hiéu nay xuat hién cing mot
lac, lién tré thanh ky hiéu dac hiru cia phai Mat tong da bién mat kia. Nghe néi day hinh nhw la
mot loai ky hiéu tuong trung tinh than ma cac giao do Mat tong xam 1én minh.” Thay anh mat
Soares lai toat 1én vé hoai nghi, Merkin voi glal thich: “T6i ciing vira méi diéu tra duoc chuyén
nay trong chuyen di Tay Tang lan trudre thoi” N6i téi day, y chot nhé lai tinh hudng khi lan dau
tién tiép xuc véi ky hiéu nay...

“Ong cht, tim thay rdi, nhitng truc quyén ay dwoc van chuyén dén Lhasa & Trung Quéc.”
“Um, tré vé t& qudc ha? T6t 1dm, chudn bi nhanh 1én, chiing ta sé dén Lhasa.”
“Vang, 6ng chu.”

“Vao B6 Pat La cung r6i ha? May diéu tra ré chwa ddy?” Merkin ding trén phd Barkhor(),
ngay ra nhin nhitng sap hang sic s& mau meé bay ven dwdong suét mot phut lién.

“Ong chii, mic xac cung voi chang dién di, khong phdi dang m¢ cra don khach hay sao?
Chung ta phai may thing gid 1am du khach vao trom ra Ia dwoc ma?” Max hién ké.

“D06 ngu.” Merkin nguoc mat nhin birc twdng bién mal2) dé ruc cta Pai Chiéu tw & phia xa xa
noi: Al\_/lay dinh trom d6 & noi thé nay hay sao? Hir, chi so vao ddy chwa kip 1am gi thi da chét
me roi.

“Vay, thir d6 vao B6 Pat La cung thi chiing ta hét cach roi sao?” Max Iam bam.

Merkin thé dai néi: “Ha... ta?” Anh mit y dot nhién bi m6t manh kim loai hinh dang ky la thu
hat. Thir d6 dwong nhw 1a mét mon trang stc, ntra trén glong nhw dau trau, ntra dwéi lai 1a mot
chir thap. Merkin cé cam gidc rat than thudc, lién nhat manh kim loai 1én khdi dong hang héa
btra bai trén sap, héi: “Pay la cai gi vay? Phin trén nay khong phai dau lau ding khong, 1a... ky
hiéu con bo cap ha?”

“Khoéng, khong, khong...” Anh chang nguoi Tang ban d6 nghe hiéu xong, vdi vang néi: “Day
khong phal bo cap, day 1a soi... ha cai miéng to... " So Merkin khong hiéu, anh chang con ngira
mit 1én trod bat chwéc kiéu séi tru, roi lai ndi: “Ha cai miéng to..” Hai tay anh ta gio 1én thanh



hinh twgng soi ha miéng, roi lai bao Merkin tho ngdn tay vao trong cai miéng soi kla bén trong
qua nhién c6 mot hang gai nho, c6 didu di mon gan hét roi; “Ring so6i, rang soi.. »’anh chang
ban hang ngudi Tang ctt Lp di lap lai.

'"

“S6i!” Merkin dwong nhuw bi thir gi d6 lam cho xic dong, khong héi bao nhiéu tién, ma lai héi:
“Thi nay & dau ra vay?”

Anh chang ngwoi Tang ban do nghe Merkin hoi vdy, cho lay mudn mua, voi Vang gioi thiéu:
“Cai vong tay nay la do t6t dé nha, ciing cd ra phét day, 6ng xem nay, thi cong...

Merkin chup 14y ¢6 4o tron ctia anh ta, gan giong hoi: “Tao khéng noi thu cong thi kiéc gi ca,
tao héi may cai nay & daura?”

Hanh dong nay ldp tirc lam dam nguwoi Tang quanh do noi gian, da co may nguoi Tang ban
hang gan do dirng lén quat hoi. Anh chang kia v6i dung tiéng Tang giai thich voi may nguoi
budn ban vai cdu, méi lam con gidn ctia ho lang Xuong Xong xudi, anh ta lam bd than bi néi véi
Merkin: “Th nay, nghe dau la La Trat lay dwoc trén nguoi mot ga than kinh khong binh
thuong nguoi Khang Ba, dwong nhién t6i cling khong dwoc rd 1dm, nhwng ma day chic chin 1a
do tot, ong xem...”

Nhin Merkin trdm ngim suy tw diéu gi dé, Soares “ht” khe maot ti€ng, dot nhién rat tim ban
d6 da trong tay Merkin lai, quay dau bo dl néi vong lai: “Xem ra, chung ta van chua thé tin
twdng lan nhau dwoc roéi, rét cudc anh con bao nhiéu chuyén chwa néi véi toi nira?”

Merkin v0i thanh minh: “Chuyén nay thuc sw la do t6i khong nghi téi. Ngoai nhitng diéu t6i
biét, cling déu da néi ca cho anh roi. Phai Mat tong ay tiéu vong tlr rat sm. Theo tdi biét thi tir
truére khi Tho Phon bi diét vong né da bién mat roi. Thong tin toi diéu tra dwoc chang qua chi
1a nhitng thir vun van lién quan téi tong phai dy ma thoi. Chuyén nay, chiing ta can phai hop tac
diéu tra... Nay! Anh di dau day?”

Soares dap: “T6i di nhan dién khuén mat! Nhat dinh phai tra ra lai lich tén téc bach kim.
Thang dé that sw rat dang nghl'"

Merkin hoi: “Anh dwa vao gi ma khang dinh vay?

Soares lac dau: “T¢i luc 4y anh sé tw b1et Nay, ching ta da hop tac nhiéu nam nay roi, toi
nhic anh mot [an nita, dirng hy vong qua nhiéu vao ddm ngudi ay, bon ching khong thé thanh
cong dwoc dau, tw chung talam di.”

Merkin nhin theo béng lung Soares, 1am bam néi: “Anh khong hleu dwoc ddu.” Y dwa tay nam
c6 40 minh, bén trong, du'(yng nhw c6 thir gi d6. Max nhic nhé: “Ong chd, Soares di di roi,
chung ta cling 1én dwong thoi.”

Merkin gat gat dau, dot nhién dién thoai di dong do chudng, y m¢ may, méi nghe mot cau da
lon tiéng quat: “Noi cai gl ha!” Sau khi gac may, y con ngay ra mot luc lau. Max thay 6 ong ¢ chu
ctia han ct nhin chdm cham theo hudong Soares bién mat, thim doan tam tw ctia Merkin: “Ong
cht, thang cha Soares 4y that cirng dau cirng ¢4, toi thiy, cho han ném mui..

Han con chwa dit 164, Merkin da tat cho mot bat tai né dom dém mat: May 14 cai thang ngu
xuln! Loai nguoi nhuw may, thanh cong chang thay dau, ma thit bai thi lién tlep'" N01 xong lién
quay dau bé di thdng, bén tai vang lén tleng nguoi néi trong dién thoai ldc nay: “Ong Merkin,
that vb cung xin loi khi phai théng bao véi 6ng, nguoi Trung Quoc mac bénh than kinh dy, da
qua doi luc nam gio ba muoi phat sang nay, nho 6ng thong bao voi nguwoi nha cua anh ta dén
xtr Iy mai tang.” Merkin tham nhd: “Néu minh hoc duorc tiéng Tang c0 sdm mot chut, biét dau
c6 thé biét duoc diéu gi do tir miéng tén dién 4y, bay gio... c6 diéu bo di vy, dui sao trong tay ta
cling con mot tén dién khac, hw!”

Khong dung bi Merkin cho mot bat tai, Max 6m mat quy duoi dat, cho t&i khi bong dang
Merkin khudt han, trong mit han méi 16e 1én mot tia han hoc, nhu thim trong bung: “Néu



Soares va Merkin quyét chién véi nhau, khong hiéu két qua sé thé nao?” Suy nghi mién man,
han khong khoi bat cuoi.



ong ket

T1nh hinh con tot hon ca mong doi. Khong ngo Trwong Lap va Nhac Duong da dén Saint
Mary trudc ca bon Trac Moc Cuong Ba. Ngai Luc Khic con sém hon nita. Chi c6 Ba Tang van
chwa thay dau. Tinh canh ctda Truong Lap va Nhac Duwong tuong doi té hai. May nguoi bon
Trac Moc Cuwong Ba gdp lai hai anh chang nay trong bénh vien cua to chwc Chit Thap Dé. Sinh ly
tw biet, ba nguoi 6m chat 14y nhau cadm than khong th01 Tru'o'ng Lap va Nhac Duvong déu xuc
dong ‘d&n roi nwéc mét. Trong rung sau, hai nguoi da ném di moi diéu kho sé, Imay ma co Sean
giup d&, nhung Nhac Dwong ciling van b1 mot loai mudi khong biét tén trong rung Mang Xa doét
pha1 sau do ctr s6t cao mai khéng duirt. TrLro'ng Lap phai khong ngung néi vao tai anh chang:
“Babatou, c6 Babatou, c6 Babatou dang doi cdu kia, phai c6 1én!” C&r n6i nhw vay ca ngan lan,
cuoi cung moi keo dwgc Nhac Duwong & chd than Chét tré vé. Roi ba nguoi vi phai chay lién tuc
cubi cung co thé déu khéong chiu ndi, cong voi thiéu dinh duwéng nhiéu ngay, kiét sirc nga lan ra.
Nghe cac bac s1 ndi, trong ngay dau tién nhap vién, Trwong Lap c gao mai cai tén “Babatou”,
lam ho doan la c6 Babatou g1 d6 no tién ctia anh chang.

Con rot cudc lam thé nao hora khoi rirng ram dworc thi ca Trwong Lap va Nhac Duong déu ap
ung khong chiu néi, nghe dau 1a vi muén bit miéng ai day lai. Con thé luc cta Sean thi phuc hoi
rat nhanh, chi & benh vién theo dbi mot ngay la di ludn, trudc khi di 'khong ngo ciing khong
chao héi ai tiéng nao, lam Trwong Lap va Nhac Dwong deu 14y lam 4y nay khong yén.

Luu lac hon ntra thang trong ring nguyén sinh Nam My, minh may diy thwong tich, cu01
cung doi ngi duoc huan luyén ddc biét nay cling trér vé voi to quoc. Lai dwoc hit thcr lan gio
thanh tan mat me, cam giac tya ho tré vé cdi tién, theo yéu cau gan nhw 1a ha khic ctia Lt Canh
Nam, tit ca cac thanh vién trong nhom huin luyen dac biét déu phai tién hanh tong ket kinh
nghlem vé that bai lan ndy. Lit CAnh Nam dtng trén buc glang, trong that giong mot co giao
day tiéu hoc hung ac, khoa trwong vung canh tay lén noéi: “Trudc khi xuat phat, cé ai dé tung
noi voi toi... anh ta noi, anh ta cho rang huén luyén nhw vay da du roi, gio anh ta da manh 13m
roi, cdm gidc nhu chwra bao gio manh dén thé, c6 thé chién thing bat cir khao nghiém kho Khan
nao, cé thé di téi bat ctr viilng dat chét chéc nguy hiém nao. Toi da dap tng nguoi do, chi cin
anh ta hoan thanh néi dung huan luyén trong tho1i gian quy dinh, ching ta s€ lap doi len dwong,
tim kiém Bac Ba La than miéu. Két qua... két qua thé nao cht!” Anh m3t c6 tré nén sic bén ghe
g&m. Trac Mdc Cudng Ba ngodnh mit sang mot bén, ¢ ¥ khong nhin nét mit d6i phuwong.

Lt Canh Nam lai khong chiu bo qua cho g, hoi thang vao mat ga: “Cuong Ba thiéu gia, anh
néi trwde di, cdm twdng cia anh vé [an huin luyén nay thé nao?”
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“To6i thi c6 cam twong gi chi!” Trac Moc Cuong Ba nhay dung 1én, hét 1on, “Suyt chut nira thi
chiing tdi chét sach trong rirng, cau tra joi nhw vay c6 da hai long chua! Khong sai! Chung toi
khong thé vuot qua lan huin luyén nay! Vay thi sao ch! Bi quan du kich truy dubi, bon dong
vat binh thwong mot con ciing con kho gdp, thuwong xuyén tap trung thanh ca quan doan lén
cho chung toi tham quan! SAm sét, nuéc ! Con ngdi mo kia thi cang khong cin noi nira, noi
xong roi chi s cd khong dam tin thoi! C6 néi di, cd néi di! Thé c6 thé coi 1a hudn luyén duoc
khong? Cho du di danh tran, cling khong dén noi phai dm mit v&i hoan canh hung hiém nhw
vay dau!” No6i hét mot trang dai, ga dirng chdng nanh ma thé hong hoc.

Lt Canh Nam ciing khong tranh cai v6i ga, chi mim cuoi noi: “Oi cha, khéng hoan thanh
nhiém vy ma conly 1€ hung hon nhi, hiéu qua huin luyén dau t6i van chwa thiy, nhung tinh khi
thi ghé g&m thay r6 d6.”

L&t CAnh Nam khong tranh luan voi gd, Trac Moc Cuong Ba ciling khong tién nodi ciu nira, buc
tirc dap tra moét cau: “Tinh huong lic d6 c6 khong hiéu, doi lai 1a c6 thi cling khong thé hoan
thanh duoc!” Khong ngo, cau nay vua thot 1én, Truong Lap, Nhac Duong Va ca nhom nguoi to
gido suw Phuo'ng TAan, tat ca mat may bién sic, bd dang déu nhw mudn ndi: “Héng bét, Cwong Ba
thiéu gia sap gap hoa roi.”

Qua nhién, gwong mat maéi roi con rang ré nhw tam trong lan gié xuln, thoat cai da nhw phua



mot 1&p bang lanh 1€o, Lir Canh Nam lanh lung héi: “Vay sao? Sao anh biét t6i khong di chit!”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba do nguoi, van con cung « dau ctrg c6 khong chiu thua, nhin nhitng nguoi
xung quanbh, thay ai nay deu cui gam mat xuong, xem ra L& Canh Nam khong hé noéi d01 L
Canh Nam noéi: “Béi vi t6i cadm thay bing qua canh rung do co 1é van con hoi kho doi voi may
nguoi, nén da quyet dinh tw minh di thtr truédc mot lan. Toi mang theo mot con dao san ca
map, ton mat bay ngay, da hoan thanh quang dwong dy. Von twdng rang voi ndng luc hién tai
cua cac nguoi, chic 13 c¢6 thé€ hoan thanh dwoc nhiém vu, that khong ngo... Biéu hién ctia moi
nguoi lam t6i qua that vong! Sao ha, anh khong tin? T6i xuat phat mudn hon cac nguoi hai
ngay, dén ngay thtr ba da dudi kip t6 clia gido sw Phwong Tan, khong tin thi cit héi.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba ngoanh lai phia gido sw Phwong Tan, chi tron tron déi mat 1én, ngdy ngay
hoi: “Khong mang theo thir gi?”

Gido sw Phwong Tan cdi gam mat xudéng: “Khdong mang theo thir gi, ca do an, 18u bat, ca nwdéc
cling khong c6.”

L& Canh Nam lai noi: “Khi cac nguoi khong thé dén dich dung thoi han, khong kip cho chi
vién téi, toi danh phai mot minh quay tré lai tim kiém cac nguoi. Tim mat hai ngay trong rung
Mang X4 méi thay hai tén chi con thoi thop hoi tho! bé tim kiém roéi ctiru chung ra, toi da giét
hon tram con tran Nam My, chi s¢ da giét sach ca giong loai nha ching mat réi.”

Trac Mdc Cu'ong Ba ca kinh, chang trach hai tén phan do 3 ay ct lap ba lap bap khong chiu noi
ré chuyén gi, “dé bit miéng ai d6”, thi ra chinh la dé bit mleng ga lai. G4 hodng hot bat an quay
dAu lai, dung doi mat kinh hoang ay néi véi Nhac Dlmng “Con mu nay khong phai la nguoi!”
Nhac Dlrcrng rut ré 1am ra vé khong biét phai 1am gi hon... “Pa bao 1a gido quan ma quy roi, vay
ma anh van khong tin!”

“Binh,” Lit CAnh Nam v6 manh xuong ban, chen tra nhdy tung lén, Trac Méc Cuong Ba cling
glat minh danh thot, suyt chit nita thi d4 d6 ca ghé. Lai nghe Lit Canh Nam nghlem giong noi:
“Theo t6i dwgc biét, lan hanh dong nay c6 mot nhém, khi hoc tap nghién ctru, chi cham cham
vao pham vi nhé hep, nhan quang thap kém, hon nita khi xudt phat con nén né6ng mao hi€m,
khong hé c6 tinh than hop tac dong doi, ciing thiéu ca ké hoach khao sat mot cach khoa hoc,
bao nhiéu cong lao huan luyén hon ntra nam nay déu uéng phi hét ca roi con gi!” K& dé lai vo
ban danh “ram” cai nira, Trac Moc Cuong Ba lai giat thot minh, kho khan ngoanh dau lai nhin
lat ma A La, anh mat tham thwong v cung: “Pai su, ngai ban dtrng toi!” Net mat lat ma A La
th0 o ho hu'ng, li€c nhin L&t Cinh Nam mot cai, khong néi khong rang biéu thi: “T6i cling chang
con cach nao khac ca.”

Chi nghe Lir CAnh Nam tiép tuc: “Ciing may t6i khong phai tong chi huy hanh dong lan nay,
bang khong, toi tuyét doi khong cho phep trong nhom cua minh mot dam nguoi voé dung nhw
thé! Nguyén nhan that bai cia hanh dong, cung nhirng diém cac nguoi tw cam thay minh con
chwa du, tit ca V1et hét ra ban ki€m diém cho toi, ai cting phai viét, tdi canh cdo truéc, khong
dworc chep bai cua nhau, khong dwoc trao doi, néu khong... phat chép mot van lan! Pac biét la...
cac anh!” Lit Canh Nam chi thang vao mat Trac Moc Cwong Ba, cling may 1a con thém vao mot
chir “cac”.

Mo hoi Trac Moc Cwong Ba v ra nhuw tam. Tl sau khi t6t nghiép tiéu hoc, ga da khong con bi
ai chi vao mat mang chtri nhw vay nira. Trong phut chéc, ca gian phong tré nén tinh lang, chi
nghe tiéng but viét soat soat, gia c6 tré cd, moi nguoi dau ngoi thang do, but ngody khong
ngung, canh twong hét nhw trong mot ky thi dal hoc vay.

Muoi phut sau, Lir Canh Nam udng hét chén tra, dimg Ién lanh lung néi: “T6i & phong lam
viéc, viét xong thi mang toi do. Nho cho k§, trong nhom cac ngudi c6 moét ngwoi phy trach
giam sat toan b qua trinh viét kiém dlem nay, néu muon thi tham ban tan thi c tw tlen dén
Iic 4y ché co trach toi khong né mat.” Lic ra dén cira, cd nang lai buéng thém mot cau: “Con
nita, chwa viét xong thi khdong dwoc ra ngoai, bang khong

Sau khi L&r CAnh Nam di khoi, can phong rit giong véi 1ép hoc nay lai cang tré nén yén tinh,



nguoi trong phong thinh thoang lai trao 601 bang anh mat, nhung khong ai dam lén tleng noi
chuyén, mac du déu biét c6 1& gido quan néi vay chi dé doa ho ma théi, nhung ai cé thé dam
bao dwoc diéu dy cht?

Trac Moc Cuong Ba dan tré nén binh tinh, trong long lay lam udt trc: “That vo 1y, mot c6 con
gai bé teo nhu vdy, sao co thé cdm mot con dao ma bang qua khu rung ay duoc chit, vay chang
pha1 1a con lgi hai hon ca lat ma Ala hay sao? Ba chdn nay, rét cudc lai lich thé nao nhi!” Ga
viét bay may chit1én glay, roi lai nght: "Co diéu néi di ciing phai néi lai, Ian hanh dong nay dung
13 da lam 16 ra rat nhiéu diém thiéu sét. Khong tim hiéu ky luong day du Ve van hoa va phong
thd nhan tinh khu vuec xung quanh Nam M§, cai nay coi nhu so'y di, con vé dong vat tién st,
chuyén nay hoan toan nam ngoai sy twong twong cua minh, néu gap phal mot loai dong vat ma
minh khong co chut hiéu biét nao vé né, vay thi b1et lam sao bay gio? Tam thoi khong noéi dong
vat tién si, chi riéng dam dong vat da tim hleu roi, nhw tran Nam M§ ay, rd 13 minh da nghién
ctru thoi quen tap tinh va dac diém sinh ly cua chung, vay thi sao cht, khi gap phai tran Nam
My that, dung noi la nghi cach khong ché né, dén ca diing khi dé€ bo chay ciling chang con nira
roi. Oi, dit liéu tra dwoc trén may tinh va tinh hinh thuc té ding la hai chuyén hoan toan khac
nhau! Lal con ca cac mat md, y nghia twong hinh kia nita, vé mat nay c6 thé néi 1a minh hoan
toan khong hiéu gi, cd co quan bay rap trong dia cung nita, ddy lai cang la linh vuc tréng, ca
thoi ti€t ty nhién... Cha, tai sao khong hé gidng nhwr m&i dau minh ‘nghi, sao con nhiéu chuyén
minh chua ndm bat dwo'c thé nhi?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba mot liic phat hién ra minh c6 qua nhiéu khuyet diém, nguwoc lai thanh ra
Khong the ha but. Dot huan luyén nay co rat nhiéu diém ma ga vat 6c nghi mai cling khong sao
hiéu néi, chdng han nhuw viéc bi quan du kich truy sat, chinh xac! V6 duyén vo c¢ bi truy sat,
diém nay con mu chan tinh Lit Canh Nam kia phai giai thich thé nao day! Con ca lat ma A La
nita, d6i phd cam bay 1a noi dung cua giai doan cuoi cung, thuee té ho chua ting duoc day qua,
tai sao lat ma A La lai biét nhiéu nhw thé! Ngu'(yl Kukuer va nguoi Tang c6 nhitng tap tuc giong
nhau dén la thutmg, chién ngao khong sua, suy ludn cua Nhac Duong... Dot nhién, Trac Moc
Cwong Ba dem tat ca lién hé lai voi nhau, mac du gi cling cdm thay khong the nao tin noi,
nhung ngoai cach giai thich ay ra, duong nhu rat kh6é dua ra phuong phap ly giai nao khac nira.
Noi do, va Tay Tang, va ca Bac Ba La than miéu nira, 1€ nao thuc sy c6 quan hé gi voi nhau?
That dung nhw nhitng gi Nhac Dwong néi? Chuyén nay that qua khé tin, rot cudc 1a lién hé véi
nhau thé nao day? bung, nhat dinh ho con giau minh chuyen g1 do! Piém nay la chac chin roi!
Trac Moc Cwong Ba cang nght cang thay tirc, Treong Lap ngoi ding xa nhu'crng mat 1én nhin,
chi chi vao ban kiém diém ctia minh, r6i lai tron mat nhin Trac Moc Cuong Ba, y bao toi da viét
duoc ngan nay roi, sao anh Van dé gidy trang thé Cuong Ba thiéu gia. Trac Moc Cuong Ba phan
nod ding phat 1én, tham nh: “Sao m1nh phai viét kiém diém chit. Hir, c6 ta khong giai thich rd
rang, minh sé cai vu nay dén cung.”

Trac M6éc Cwong Ba dm mot bung bat binh, diy bat canh clra phong lam viéc cua Lir CAnh
Nam ra.

L& CAnh Nam thay hai tay Trac Moc Cuong Ba trong khong, nét mat bung birng nd khi, ben
héi: “Cé chuyén gi? C6 chuyén thi vao réi néi, déng ctra lai.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba dong sam ctra lai, bwédrc téi tredc mat Lir Canh Nam néi: “Gido quan, vira
nay c6 noi chuyén rat 1on tiéng, héi nhlrng cau toi khong tra loi dwoc, nhuwng bay gio, toi cling
c6 miy cAu mudn héi c6é day!”

L&t Canh Nam khang khai git dau: “Anh cit néi.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba chdong tay xuoéng ban lam viéc: “Lan huan luyén bang rung nguyén sinh
nay, khong don gian chi la huan luyén thoi c6 ding khong? Co con chuyén gi d6 van giau chiing
toi chwa ndi ra, c6 dung khong?”

L&t CAnh Nam chang té thai do gi, chi ndi: “Tai sao lai n6i vay?”
Trac Moc Cudng Ba dap ngay: “Chang 1& gido quan khdng con nhé gi nita? Nhung toi thi chua



quén dau, lic dich dén ctia hanh déng lan nay vira moi quyet dinh xong, c6 da noi voi ching toi
thé nao chu' so rang d6i thi canh tranh cta chung t61 da di trudc mot budc? Bon ching di
truedc mot bu‘(yc 1am cai gi ch®? T6i nhé lac Ay gido quan ciling khong cho ching t6i cau tra 101
thi phal Két qua, nhom ching toi vira bat dau da bi quan du kich truy dudi can tré, sau d6 mai
biét co nguoi tung tin don bao ching to6i biét 16i vao Thanh pho Vang, ro rang la dé cAm chan
chung tdi lai, hodc la khong de ching t6i bang qua khu rirng ay. O d6 c6 gi chi? Co khong hé
nhic dén mot chit nao!” Trac Méc Cudng Ba gio ngon tay lén trwdc mat, lac lac dAu, “Toi nghi
mai ma cling khong hiéu rét cudc day 1a chuyén gi, cho té1 khi toi gip lat ma A La!”

“Lat ma A La!” Trong mit Lit CAnh Nam 4nh 1én than tinh hoang hét. Trac Mgc Cuong Ba biét
ngay la minh da doan trung, lién tiép tuc tAn cong: “Huy, khong sai, la lat ma A La. Khi toi gap
ong ay, ong ay khong hé hoang mang hoang loan chi muon tim 161 ra nhw bon chung toi, Cung
khong non nong ra khoi khu rung ay, toi thay ro rang la 6ng ay dang... dang tim mot.. thit...
do ” Trac Moc Cuwong Ba cd y kéo dai miy chir cuoi ra hong tang ap luc cho Lir Canh Nam

“Bach thanh... ding khong! bia cung Ah Puch! bung khong! Cac ngwoi soém da biét dén noi ay
roi, dung khong!” Thuec ra, Trac Moc Cuong Ba cling chi vira m¢i l6e 1én y nghi nay trong dau,
dot nhién nght toi, nhwng gd lai oy cang luc cang lon tiéng hon, twa ho nhw da b1et hét moi
chuyen tlr trwedre roi vay. Ga gan nhu gi sat dau minh vao dau Lir CAnh Nam héi tiép: “Bén L trong
rét cudc la cé thir gi? Mic du cudi ciing lat ma A La khong tim dwoc gi hét, nhung tai sao Ong ay
lai quen thudc cac co quan cam biy, cach bd cuc trong kim tu thap nhu vdy? Ong 3 day da nghién
ctru vé noi do, day khong phai chuyén ‘ngay mot ngay hai nira roi, toi n6i khong sai chtr? Khong
ngai duong xa ngan ddm bao ching toi dén chd ay, rét cudc 1a mudn bon tdi lam gi? Muc dich
cua cac nguot, co phai chinh Ia loi dung danh nghia huan luyén dic biét, thuc ra la dé ching toi
1am moi cau, thu hit sw chd ¥ cda quan du kich hay khéng? C6 phai chinh cac ngudi da phao tin
doén hay khong7"

L& Canh Nam hoang hot néi: “Khong! Khong phai nhw vay! Khong phai nhw vay.” Khi thé cda
c6 nang da khong con cirng ran nhw lic nay nira.

Trac Moc Cuwong Ba tlep tuc tang thém ap lwc cho doi phuong, vira tién lai gan vira noi: “Gio
thi coi nhw toi hiéu r01 chung toi chi la con co trong tay cdc nguoi, 1a cdng cu cua cac nguoi,
huin luyén ddc biét cai gi chu, ké hoach v&i muc dich cai gl cht, tat ca déu la gla doi hét! Cac
nguoi chang qua liy danh nghla khao sat khoa hoc, ra nwéc ‘ngoai trom mo thoi!” Tr 1au ga da
nghi ng& lat ma A La la thanh vién ctia mot t3 chic trom mo, gior thi ca Lit Canh Nam ciing roi
vao dién nghi van cta gi nét.

T6i danh nay qua 16m, ca Lir Canh Nam ciing ndi gian, dap ban ding bat day quat: “Anh néi
bay cai gi ddy! Anh chdng biét cai quai gi hét!”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba thi nguoc lai, thai do rat doi ung dung, ga thong tha ng01 xuong, Vay tay
noi: “Puoc rodi, co biét, vay co noi dl néi cho toi biét tat ca nhitng chuyén nay 1a thé nao.”

L#r CAnh Nam cé chut hoang loan, c6 ciing khong ngo lai bi Trac Moc Cuong Ba ép té1 nudc
nay. C6 nhanh chéng diéu chinh lai tam thai cta minh, tran t1nh tré lai, ngoi xuong doi dién vai
Trac Moc Cwong Ba, dang ve tram t mot lic 1au roéi méi néi: “Toi da bao roi, néu cac anh co
thé vuot qua khao hach giira ky nay, toi sé€ giao sO tw liéu dworc cac chuyén gia nghién ctru tim
ra cho cac anh xem, c6 diéu, cac anh dau cé hoan thanh Ian khao hach nay, khong ding hay
sao?”

“Co..” VOn ngd rang Lt Canh Nam it nhiéu sé 1 ra chit gi do, khong ngo c6 nang nay lai dot
nhién dsi giong, chan nguoc trd lai, Trac Moc Cwong Ba an tay xudng mat ban, tron trung mat
1én, twa nhu mudn lap tic ding phat day bé di, cé diéu rot cudc ga cling khong dirng 1én, cir
ng01 yén nhu vay do mat v&i Lir Canh Nam, con nguoi co hd nhw mudn tée Ira. Trac Moc
Cuong Ba tham nh: “Con mu gai gia ndy, mudn 1ay tdi ra lam tro dua chic? Rt cudc toi da dic
toi gi v&i c6 chir?”

L Canh Nam nhin Trac Moc Cuong Ba, trong long ciing dang lay lam phlen muon: “Tai sao,
tai sao khong thé doi dii véi ga dan ong dang ghét nay nhw nhitng binh si thong thudng chi!



Cwong Ba thiéu gia, vi anh nén t6i m&i lam vay, anh chéng biét gi hét ca..” Cudi cung, Trac Moc
Cwong Ba binh tinh lai, dwa vao lung ghé, chdm rai noi: “Co néi nhw vay, y 1a chuyén di chau My
nay cua ching toi c6 lidn quan dén cac tw liéu ma chuyén gia nghién cttu tim ra phai khéng?”

L&r CAnh Nam trirng méat 1én lud'm g3, van gitr im lang. Trac Moc Cuwong Ba cho rang c6 da mac
nhién thlra nhdn, trong long lai cang thém nhiéu nghi vin mé&i. G ngoi thang nguoi 1én, ngac
nhién héi: “Néi vay thi, canh rung ma ching t6i da bang qua do, thuc sy c6 quan hé voi Tay
Tang hay sao? Nhirng hoat dong té bai twong tu trong cac bo lac nguyén thuy clia dam thé dan
an thit nguoi nita, d6 khong phai la ngau nhién? Cé néi di? Tai sao lai khong néi gi?”

L&t CAnh Nam vung Vang dap: “Anh dung quén, anh g‘ang noéi chuyén vadi si quan chi huy day,
nhuw thé nay, thit khong xirng lam mot binh si dat chuan.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba lién gleu lai: “T6i c6 bao gitr bdo minh la binh st dau? To6i dang lay tu
cach nha dau tw, noi chuyén voi chu thau, tdi chi muon biét nhiing gi toi can phai biét thoi. Ct
tlep tuc thé nay, chi so toi chét roi van khong hiéu minh chét thé nao, tai sao lai chét, da vay thi
can gl phai hop tac nita! To6i quyet dinh roi, t6i mudn chadm dt hop tac tai day!” Phat tiét xong
ca khéi bat man trong long, Trac Moc Cu'o'ng Ba binh tinh ding 1én, ga da chiu dung du roi, ga
quyét dinh sé dwa vao stirc minh di tim kiém T Ky Lan cda ga.

“Doi da!” Lan dau tién Trac Moc Cuong Ba trong thdy Lt CAnh Nam can moi, dong thoi
khong dam nhin thdng vao 4nh mat ctia minh, “Trwéc khi nhan dwoc 1énh cta cap trén, toi
khOng thé tiét 16 cho anh cac ndi dung lién quan téi chuyén nay, c6 diéu, toi nghi cap trén sé
nhanh chéng c6 cau tra 161 thoi. C4a nhan t01 hy vong anh, Trac Moc Cuong Ba tién sinh, ché' nén
dé dang chdm dirt sw hop tac nay nhw vay.” Noi dén doan cudi, giong c6 nhé dan nho dan.

“Day da tinh la thoa hiép chwa?” Trac Moc Cuwong Ba mung tham trong bung, thirc ra ga van
rat quan tim téi sé tw liéu dwoc cac chuyen gia cua nha nuwéc thu thap kia. “Vay thi, toi ‘nghi,
ngay mai, ngay mai co hay cho t6i mot cau tra 1oi di.” Trac Moc Cudng Ba nghiém tic néi, roi
quay nguoi di ra.



? LERAY
Thoa hiép
bém dai dang dang, ti€t xuan se se lanh, Trac Mdc Cuong Ba khong ngu dwgc ding Khoanh
tay trudc nguc, ngam nhin canh dém phia xa xa. Thodt cai, gi da toi day duoc gan mot nam r01

nui da co cay & day déu da vo cung than thudc, huéng chi [d nhitng dong doi sém chiéu déu &
cung nhau kia.

“Cwong Ba thiéu gia, nghe noi, anh da ba chan kia ro6i ha?” Khéng hiéu tir lic nao, Nhac
Dwong da xuit hién sau lung Trac Moc Cuong Ba.

Trac Moc Cuwong Ba 4n d4u anh chang xudng, ddy vé phia sau: “Thang khi nay, kha 1am, con
dam dua ca gido quan cta cau nira.”

Nhac Duong lai nhom dau 1én, lan nay thi lam ra vé nghiém tic mot chut néi: “Cuong Ba
thleu gia, toi nghi, anh van khong né& roi khoi ddi cua ching ta dau, chi muén dan mit thwong
cdp mot phen théi dung khong?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba ngwdc nhin ra xa, cwoi cwoi: “Cau dén tham do téi a?”

Nhac Duong cuoi ha ha: “Nhin téi cling dau c6 glong phan d6 ch? T6i néi that diy, Cuong
Ba thiéu gia, khong phai anh that sw mu6n roi khoi day hanh dong mot minh day ch? Tu lidu
anh dang c6 trong tay khong phai rat c6 han hay sao?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba néi: “Nhung cong tac bdo mat cla ho hoi bi tot qua thi phal' Xua nay toi
lam viéc deu tw dat ra cho minh ké hoach va chwong trinh rleng, nhuw vay téi méi biét ré duoc
minh muon lam g1, va minh dang lam gi. Con nhuw lic nay... ht!” Trac Méc Cuwong Ba lac dAu thé
dai, ndi tlep “Co 18, toi that sy khong phai mot ngwoi linh tot T6i da quen tw minh ndm bt
van ménh cua mlnh chw khong phai nghe theo s sip dit clia van ménh, 1am chuyén gi cling
nhat dinh phai c6 muc tiéu, bang khong vinh vién khon thé thanh cong dwoc Nhw bay gio, ca
muc tiéu cling khong cd, chi bao chiing ta lam theo yéu cau, téi thwe lam khéng dworc.”

Nhac Dwong nhin ra xa thé dai mot tiéng, chirng gidy lat sau m&i noi: “Lan nay, 1anh dao cip
trén sé thoa hiép tho6i.”
“Sao ciu biét dwoc?”

“Rat don gidn, vi nhém ching ta tir khi dwoc hudn luyén dén gio, van chua tirng tham gia
thuc dia tac chién Ian nao. T6i nghi, mot doi ngii duoc huin luyén ddc biét dé ra chién trwong,
nhitng tuong sap dat tiéu chudn t&i noi, giai tan trong lic nay that khéng cé loi d6.” Nhac
Dwong cwoi cudi noi.

Trac Moc Cwong Ba nghleng mat cham chu nhin Nhac DUfo'ng, anh chang nay néi cling kha cé
ly. Bat giac ga cling thé dai: “Hy vong dwoc nhw cdu néi.

Nhac Dwong lap tiec noi: “T6i da bao Cwong Ba thiéu gia cling khong mudn bé cudc nhw viy
ma, tw liéu to chuyén gia thu thap dwoc van co strc hap dan rat I1én ding khong?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba noi: "Cau a ay a, dung la cai gi cling khong glau noi ciu. Phai roi, téi 1dy lam
ky quai, tai sao cau dwoc chon vao nhém nay? Chi 1a cap trén sap xé&p thoi ha?”

Nhac Dwong nhin vai dap: “Béi vi trong dam linh trinh sat, toi 1a ngwdi gidi nhat.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba bat cuoi. Nhac Dwong kéu toang 1én: “bay 1a y gi vay? Chang l& Cuwong Ba
thiéu gia anh khong nhin ra sw wu tt ctia toi hay sao?”

“Cau bdc phét vira vira thoi...

“Anh khong thé 14y ba chan d6 ra so dwoc, co ta la glao quan co ma. Puoc roi dwoc roi, toi
stra lai, trong dam linh trinh sat tré, t6i la nguoi gidi nhat.”

“Ha!”...



Bén kia, trong phong lam viéc ctia Ltr CAnh Nam, c6 dang nén nong di di lai lai: “Ngai xem,
nhw vay dwoc khong? A La dai nhan?”

Lat ma A La néi: “C4p trén c6 phan tng gi khong?”

L&t CAnh Nam noéi: “Vé diém nay thi xin Ala dai nhan yén tam. Ménh lénh ctia cap trén I3,
trwde khi st quan chi huy cao nhat toi day, tat ca déu do con toan quyen phu trach. Nang 1u*c
ctia Nhac Dwong con biét rat r, chi can got gitia thém chut nia la sé tré thanh mot vién ngoc
sang; Trwcrng Lap tuy khong phal nguoi wu ti nhit trong cac hoc sinh cua con, song ciing c6
thé coi 1a mot trong nhiing nguoi ding dau, quan trong nhat la & b6 doi dia phu'o'ng ho ciing
khong phai xuat chung 1am, biéu hién tuong d6i binh thuong. Bon ho cling khong hé biét
nguyén nhan minh duoc lwa chon, vi vay doi ngi lan nay tuyeét doi khong lam nguoi ngoai
hiém nghl chit ndo. T4t ca déu theo yéu cau ctia Hoi dong Truwong ldo, tuyét ddi Am tham hanh
dong.”

Lat ma A La néi: “Nhac Duong kha nguy hiém diy. Theo nhw Cuong Ba thiéu gia noi, Nhac
Du‘(yng da suy luanra hau hét cac nghi van trong chuyen di chau My nay cua ho day, liéu cau ta
c6 nghi ngdr nguyén nhan thyc sy ciia viéc tham gia nhém nay hay khéng?”

Lir Conh Nam lac dau: “Chéc 1a khong, lic méi gdp mat, con da c6 y lam ra vé khong quen biét
bon ho, hon nira, Nhac Dwong ciing khdng c6 thoi quen nghi ngo gido quan cia minh dau.
Cu'(yng Ba thiéu gia thi chang biét chuyén gi, nhitng nguoi anh a ay tim to1, giao sw Phwong Tan,
co Buong Man tham chi ca anh chang Ba Tang trong tu kia, cling déu chang b1et chut gi. Co 18
chlnh Vl nguyén nhan ndy, Cwdng Ba thiéu gia méi ndon néng tim hiéu thém vé Bac Ba La than
miéu.”

“U'm, tinh cach Cwdng Ba thiéu gia rat doc lap, cte tiép tuc gidu glem thé nay cau ay sé bo di
that day, da dén lic cho ho biét vé cac tw liéu lich st kia roi. Doi voi Cwong Ba thiéu gia, chung
ta cling nén thay doi thai do, c6 gang khién cau ay cho rdng, 1a ciu dy tu no luc tim kiém Bac Ba
La than miéu chir khong phal vl ching ta moi tim kiém Bac Ba La than miéu. Trong nhu'ng
nguoi nay, ke duy nhit dang nghi ngo chinh la anh chang Ba Tang vira méi ra tu kia. C6 diéu,
nghe may nguoi bon Cwong Ba thiéu gia ké vé biéu hién cla Ba Tang trong chuyén di chiu My
vira roi, ndi khong chu'ng anh ta thit sw c6 thé cung cap mot s6 dau moi ddc biét cho viéc tim
klem Bac Ba La than miéu, cé diéu Ba Tang lai bi nuoc li cuon di mat roi, khong biét c6 con
song tré vé duoc hay khong nira. Néu Ba Tang song tré vé, ching ta khong thé khong tang
thém m&i hoai nghi véi anh ta, dong thoi, cling phai loi dung anh ta triét dé hon.”

“Vang, Ala dai nhan.”

“Con nira, Ngai Luc Khac kia hinh nhw 1a mdt nhan vat thira, c6 phai cip trén phai tdi giam
sat chuing ta hay khong?”

“Khong, chi la tro thu. Anh ay s€ di ngay thoi, nha nudc néi con c6 nhiém vy khac cho anh ay,
c6 diéu nhw vdy, nguoc lai con khién con lo lang hon. C6 18, cai nhém chwa lam nén chuyén gi
nay sap phal giai tan dén noi, vdy ma lic nay Cwong Ba thiéu gia lai con dwa ra nhirng yéu cau
do nita.” Lir CAnh Nam néi véi vé kho xt.

“Um,” lat ma Ala gat gat dau: “Gio con mot viéc nira phai lo lang, chinh la ké dich cua ching
ta, sudt ca hanh trinh nay, ta déu khong cdm nhan dwoc s ton tai cia bon chung, co lé dang la
da qua mdt duoc doi phuong. Nhung nhitng chuyen bon Ctro'ng Ba thiéu gia gap phai lai khién
nguoi ta pha1 nghl ngo. Ca mot khu vuc 16n nhu vay, chi c6 chirmg bay tam bo lac nguyén thuy,
di qua do, ty 1& gap phai dam nguoi nguyén thuy ay khong qua mot phan ngan, vdy ma bon
Cuwong Ba thigu gia lai gdp phai nhirng hai lan; con chuyén ca bon buén ma  tiy lan quan du kich
dia phuong déu truy dudi bon ho la thé nao" Ta ludn c6 cam giac, sy viéc nay khong hé don
gian nhu be ngoai, ding sau dtrang nhw c6 &m muu gi d6, nhung ching ta lai chang nhin ra
chut so hé nao, that 1a khién nguwoi ta phai lo 1ing.”

“A La dai nhan, liéu ching ta c6 qua da nghi hay khong?”



“Khoéng, con khong hiéu dau, ké dich cua ching ta hét strc gido hoat va hung hlem Tt khi
Thanh gido chung ta tiép xuic véi bon ching, trén phuong dién diéu tra cdc ddu moi vé Bac Ba
La than miéu, hai bén da tranh dau hcm tram nam nay roi, moi lan trudc chung ta déu bi ching
chi€ém mat tién co, lan nay noi thé nao cling khong thé dé xay ra bat cir diéu gi so sot.”

Lit Canh Nam héi: “A La dai nhan, theo ngai thi Merkin c6 phai mot trong sé nhitng ké dy hay
khong?”

Lat ma A La lic dau: * ‘Khong biét, ta cling khong cam thay sw ton tai cia han. C6 1& hin khong
di Bach thanh, 1an nay r&i khéi Trung Qudc trude chi 1a triung hop.”

Lit Canh Nam noi: “Khong biét cai nhin ctia dai nhan vé hanh trinh lan nay nhw thé nao?”

Lat ma A La thé dai: “Nguon tin chuin xac, chi cé diéu ching ta da téi chAm mot buwéc, dé ké
khac nhanh chan hon. Chac Ia mén dd trong dia cung Ah Puch da bi trom di tir bay nim truéc
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rol.

L Canh Nam nhiu may 1én noi: “Néu ding la sw that, vay thi trong tay ching it nhit cling c6
ban do6 va toa thanh 4nh sang téa chiéu roéi. Vay thi tai sao bon ching van ctr chin chir chwa
hanh dong?”

Lat ma A La lac dau: * ‘Khong biét nira, cé 1é chung van chua pha gidi dwgc thong tin an chira
trong toa thanh dwgc anh sang toa chigu cling nén, du thé nao thi chung cling khong c6 kha
nang dién dich dwcrc thong tin trén ban d6 dau.” Lat ma ALa dé 16 ve mat ndng né, lam bam
noéi, “Néu nhwng gl nguoi ¢ trong rirng Mang Xa ndi 1a sy that, vay thi bon ho 1d mdt nhém
muoi ba nguoi. Truwdc Khi dén dia cung Ah Puch da chét mat bon ngwoi, thém anh ta vao nira
thi 1a nam, co I€ con lai tam nguoi, trong dia cung khong thé nao khong cé nguwoi mat mang,
vay thi rot cuéc dam nguoi day con bao nhiéu ngudi nita? Néu Merkln la mot trong so do, vay
nhing ke khac gio dang & dau?” Cudi cung, ong tho dai mot tiéng: “Pam nguoi nay qua la dang
sg, trén duong tim kiém Bac Ba La than miéu, bon chung da dan trudc chung ta. Pay duang la
mot chuyén hét strc gay go, chiing ta khong con thoi gian nita roi!”

Ltr Canh Nam dat tay trai Ién vai phai, cti thap nguoi xuong “DPai nhan, xin ngai yén tam,
ching ta sé c8 gang hét sic vuot Ién trude bon chung, anh sang cua thdn miéu mai mai s0i
duong cho ching ta. Véi sw chi dan cda than Tri tué, ching ta nhat dinh sé c6 dwoc 4nh sang.”

Lat ma A La néi: “Phai roi, nghe noi cubi cung con da ctru ba nguwdi ra khéi rirng sau, trong do6
c6 mOt nguoi toc bach kim phal khong.”

Lit Canh Nam git dau: “Vang, Sean, la mdt ngwdi Anh.”
Lat ma A La néi: “Con thiy ngudi nay thé nao?”

L& Canh Nam nghf ngoi gidy lat roi dap: “Khi nhin thay anh ta, con cé cam giac nguoi nay
glong mot ke lang bat phong khoang tw do, an tugng ma anh ta mang téi cho con la, mot quy
ong nguoi Anh roi viec budn doi, khong biét troi cao dat day tham gia doan du lich tw tuc téi
rirng nguyén sinh mao hiém.”

Lat ma A La néi: “Khong, con nham roi. Khi nghe Cwong Ba thleu gia K€ vé con ngwdi nay, an
tuong cua ta I3, kinh nghiém sdng trong rirng nguyén sinh cua anh ta cao hon bon Cwdong Ba
thiéu gia that khong biét bao nhiéu lan Nguwdi nay rat dang nghi, phai nhan dién khudn mit,
nhat dinh phai tra ra lai lich ctia anh ta.”

L&t CAnh Nam ban khoan: “Lam vay liéu c6 hoi qua...”

LatmaALa Xua tay noi: “Khong thé so y, khong thé dé€ tinh huéng nao ndm ngoai du liéu cia
ching ta xay ra.” Lit Canh Nam voi vang da dap 10i. Lat ma A La lai nguoc mat nhin 1én bau troi
xanh tham, chim rai noi t1ep Khong the so sudt dwoc nita, hai mwoi nam trwéc, vi mot phit
SO say, da khién mot c6 bé vo tdi roi vao dia nguc. Sai lam twong tw nhu vay, tuyét doi khong
thé tai dién IAn nira.”



Cu6i cung, lat ma A La néi: “Vay thi ctr quyet dinh vay di, ngay mai ta va con sé cung noi cho
Cuong Ba thiéu gia nhing tw liéu ma cdu ay hu'ng thu. Con phal bao cdo 6n thoa chuyen di chau
My nay lén thwong cap, ta cling phai mang toan b noi dung cta hanh dong lan nay bao véi Hoi
dong Tru'o'ng lao hoa may cac vi trwdng ldo c6 thé nhin ra Aam muu ctia ké dich trong Ian hanh
dong nay. Ha...

Sang sém hom sau, Trac Moc Cwong Ba va giao sw Phuvng Tan toi phong lam viéc cua Lir
Canh Nam. Ga von dinh kéo cd Nhac Dwong, Trwong Lap cung di cho nguoi dong thé manh,
nhu vdy moi gdy ap Iwc duoc véi Lir Canh Nam. Trac Moc Cwong Ba néi hai nguoi bon ho cling
c6 quyen duoc biét minh dang chip hanh nhiém vu gi, ‘nhung hai tén nhat gan ay vira nghe
nhéc téi chuyén kiém gido quan dam phan da rut lai, néi thé nao cling khong chiu di. Con vé
Man Man, Trac Moc Cuong Ba Von khong co y dmh d& co dinh dang dén chuyén nay. Ga ciing
téi tim lat ma A La, khéng ngd nha sw gia noi minh 1a nguoi cua phia ton gido, cling biét
chuyén roi. Trac Moc Cwong Ba tron mat [én nhin 6ng mot lic 1au, khong thé nao vi sw gia nay
da biét h&t moi chuyén, gd con twdng dau chi cé Lit Canh Nam véi Ngai Luc Khic 1 hiéu ro
chuyén nay thoi.

Lt CAnh Nam va lat ma A La da & trong vin phong doi ho tir truéc, chi c6 Ngai Lwc Khic 1a
khong thiy dau.

“Cap trén da c6 cau tra loi chwa?” Trac Moc Cwong Ba vira budc vao da mé miéng hoi ngay.

“Ng01 di.” L& Canh Nam dwa tay ra hiéu moi ng01 Bén tay phai cua c6 dat hai chéng tw liéu
day cop. Trac Moc Cuwong Ba thay c6 hy vong, thdm nht xem ra Ian nay Nhac Dwong da doan
trang roi.

DPoi hai nguwoi ngoi xuong xong xudi, Lt Canh Nam dan chéo mwoi dau ngon tay vao nhau,
cham rai thong tha néi: “Con nhé trudc khi xuat phat, toi da nhic véi anh vé €6 Cdch kim thu
ma&i tir hai ngoai mang vé hay khong?”

“Dwong nhién.”
L&t CAnh Nam noi: “Tin rang hai ngwoi déu cé hiéu biét rat siu vé vuong triéu C6 Cach phai
khong?”
Gido sw Phwong Tan 1dy lam la néi: “Khong hiéu ro 1am.”

Lir Canh Nam lam ra vé c6 quai, quay sang héi Trac Moc Cuong Ba: “Cudng Ba thi€u gia nhat
dinh 13 hiéu rat ro r6i?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba ngac nhién noi: “Tai sao toi phai hiéu rat ré cht? Toi chi biét virong triéu
dy & phia Tay, hinh nhu thudc khu vwe A Ly thi phai?”

“Vay con vuong triéu Twong Hung? N6 duoc kién 1ap truwdrc vwong triéu Co Cach, c6 thé noi la
tién than cia veong triéu C6 Cach.”

“C6 nghe néi, nhung cling khong hiéu biét gi hét.”

Lit CAnh Nam ngim liéc mit nhin lat ma A La, lat ma Ala cling lang ling ra &m hiéu ngam
bleu thi Trac Moc Cuwong Ba dich terc khong biét gl vé chuyén nay. Lir Canh Nam lai noi tlep
Khong biét cling khong sao, hai nguoi xem qua cac tw liéu nay sé hiéu thoi. Toi sé& ndi van tat
tam quan trong cua nod. Sau khi T4n thé Lang Dat Ma chét, chién tranh dién ra lién tlep Nam
877 sau Cong nguyén, vuong triéu Tho Phon diét vong, dong thoi bi chia cat thanh may vuong
quoc nhd. Giai doan nay da hoan toan bi quén lang trong lich stt. Ttr sau tré di, tw liéu c6 thé tra

ctru trong lich st chi c6 chuyén A bé Hlep[—) dai sw vao dat Tang nam 1042 sau Cong nguyén,
c6 diéu day cliing khong hoan toan la tw liéu lich str. Trong nhitng vwong quoc nhé dy, chi mot
vwong quoc duy nhit c6 dwoc hoa binh va nhanh chong hoi phuc, roi ton tai kéo dai dén may
tram ndm sau, chinh la vwong qudc ciia vwong triéu Co Cach. Bon ho la con ‘chau cta Lang Dat
Ma thudc nhéanh ca Duy Tung. Néu nhuw tinh tw Duy Tung, lich st cia vwong triéu nay bit dau
tir ndm 842 trwdc Cong nguyén cho téi tan thé ky mudi by, vira hay bao gom ca giai doan



“tich diét” kia. V1 vdy, cac vdn kién lich su' cia vuwong triéu C6 Cach c6 y nghia rat quan trong
doi voi viéc nghién ctru giai doan lich st that lac sau khi Lang Pat Ma diét Phat gido. Truoc
mat cac chuyén gia di cé nhan dinh so' bd, s6 C6 Cdch kim thu nay, chinh 1a cac van kién lich st
ctia C6 Cach da bi mat tich, neu duoc chu'ng thue, gia tri cta ching sé cuc ky tran quy. Hon nita,
theo nguon tin dang tin cay cda ching ta, s6 CO Cdch kim thuw nay chinh 1a mot trong nhirng dau
moi quan ‘trong ma nam xua Stanley phat hién dwoc ¢ Tay Tang. Tém lai, Co Cach kim thu
chinh la st liéu dang tin cay nhat vé giai doan Phat diét, dau moi ma no cung cap cing la dang
tin cay nhat. Nhu'ng van dé lién quan dén phu'(rng dién lich st toi khong rwom ra nhic lai nita,
& day chi nhin manh vao mot s6 vin dé trong C6 Cdch kim thw c6 lién quan téi chau M5 thoi.
Thuec ra, chuyen di chau My [an nay ctia moi ngudi, ciing lién quan téi s6 €6 Cdch kim thw vira
md&i mang tro vé té quoc kia.”

Trac Moc Cuworng Ba cang nghe cang thdy mo ho khé hiéu: “Chuyén di chiu My? Lién quan gi
dén Cé Cach kim thw ch&?”

Lt Canh Nam ndi: “Anh nghe tdi n6i hét da. Theo nhitng tw liéu chung toi nam dwoc, sau giai
doan diét Phat, dé bdo vé kinh dién ctia Phat gia thoi do, nhumg vi cao tang lanh doi an thé co
thé néi da mang di s6 kinh dién hoan chinh nhit va cac cong nghe pham xa hoa nhét ctia
vwong triéu Thoé Phon thoi ky thinh vwong. Bon ho trai qua vo s6 hiém nguy, cudi cung da tim
duoc mot noi an toan. C6 1€ bon ho cling biét, khong thé dé nhiing bau vat nghé thuat a dy vinh
vién chon vii & mot noi khong ai hay biét dwoc, roi sé c6 mot ngay, can phai dé cho chung Xuat
hién tré lai dudi 4nh mit troi; hodc cling c6 thé Ia cac vi cao tang ay c6 tranh chap noi bo, nay
sinh nghi ngo doi vai quyen s& hitu cac vat pham trong than miéu. Tom lai, may chuc nam sau
khi than miéu dwoc xdy dyng xong, nhtrng ngwoi dé da phai sir gia di, tong cong mang theo ba
moén do, chinh la tin vat d€ chi dan ngwoi doi sau tim kiém Bac Ba La thin midu. Theo nhirng
thong tin ma chdng ta nim dwoc hién nay, mot trong ba thir d6, chic Ia mot tAm ban do, ghi
chép cach vuot qua bong dém va nguy hiém, tim dén dwoc noi ho xay dung than miéu. Vé tht
nay, ching toi da tung to churc diéu tra toan d1en lat nira s€ noi twong tan cho anh sau. Mot thir
nita, goi la toa thanh anh sang toa chiéu, cu thé 1a thit gi, thi dén gio chung toi cling chua lam
10, tha ‘nhung, chung toi da tim thiy trong C6 Cdch kim thw mo6t s6 vét tich lich si lién quan
d&n moén vat nay.’

bay moi la lan th& hai Trac Moc Cuong Ba t1ep xuc voi chuyén lién quan téi Bac Ba La than
miéu, hoan toan khéng ngd ngdi than miéu nay lai cé6 nhiéu chuyén dén thé,



Chwong 19: MAYA: BIEN CHUNG CHAU MY
CUA VAN MINH HOA HA

Totem ma nguoi Maya sung bai la thin Kukulkan va thin Bao chau M§, gan véi tin nguong
sung bai long ho ctia Trung Qudc; ngudi Maya ton sung do bang ngoc, hoan toan phu hop voi
quan niém cua ngwoi Trung Qudc; kim tw thap Maya hinh dang cau tao hoan toan khac voi kim
tw thap Ai Cap, giong md hinh ddu ngwoc clia nguoi Trung Quéc hon, tac dung chu yéu la dé té
troi, hinh thirc khac nhau ma cong dung thi nhu dan té chia Trung Qudc; van tw Maya c6 cung
phu'(rng thirc t6 hop va ky hiéu véi Kim van & Ba Thuc.
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Giai thich nghi ngo

Lir Canh Nam sap xép lai y nghi trong dau, chdm rai néi: “Vi st gia vi dai nhat mang theo toa
thanh dwoc anh sang téa chiéu. Quoc vuong da dung nghi 1& ton gido cao nhat dé nghénh tiép
ngai. Pong thoi sau khi trai tinh chin ngay, da thlnh duoc s gia dua thanh vat ra. Quoc vuong
kinh ngac v6 cung, lién ho1 muc dich cua st gla St gia noi véi quoc vuong rang ong mudn
mang thanh vat toi tan cung cua the gioi. Quoc vuong | khan thinh xin duoc gitt lai ban tranh
khic clia thanh vat va da duoc st gia dong y. Sau do, quoc vuong cung cap cho st gia rat nhiéu
tién 16 phi, phai binh si va chién ngao cung ngai toi noi tan cung thé gidi. Bon ho di mot
chuyen mat muwoi ba ndm rong rd, vuot qua | hét ngon nui nay to1 ngon nui khac, bang qua bién
1én vo bién, toi mot quoc gia vira xa la lai vira than bi. Cay o do cao choc troi, hen thanh mot
khoang 16, trong ring sdu, hiém hoa bdn bg, khap noi deu la cac loai dong vat va thuc vat an
thit ngwoi ma ho chua tung biét dén, kién tric & noi dy cao lén hung vi, 16n hon bat cit toa
cung dién nao ho tirng trong thay; than miéu & d6 glong nhuw mot ngoi thap 1a nhitng hinh tam
giac khong 16 ghep lai vo1i nhau, cao dén tit chan mdy, bac thang thong thang lén gitra lan may,
van tw & day 1a té hop cia hinh dau ngwdi va hinh vé cac loai dong thuc vat...

Vira nghe dén ciu chuyén chién ngao va st gia, Trac Moc Cwong Ba lap tirc lién hé nhitng mat
xich then chét d6 lai véi nhau. O trong rimg Mang Xa ga hoan toan so suat khong nghi téi.
Yinawea, mét vi than di khap thé gian, phan than cua than Ché bao vé ngai... sao minh lai quén
mat dtro'c nhi! Troi oi, nhw vay thi, tat ca cac phong tuc gan glong voi cua Tay Tang ma gd tung
thay trong rung ram chau My da c6 mot 1o giai thich hoan toan hop ly. Chi c6 diéu, hon mot
ngan nim trwdc da virot qua Thai Binh Dwong, that swbon ho cé thé Iam dwoc sao?

“Doi chut da...” Giao sw Phwong Tan khan khan giong kéu 1én: “Co muodn néi la, mét ngan nam
trwdc! Ngudi dan toc Tang cla ching ta 'da vuot qua bién lén, dén tan chau M§?!” Xem ra 6ng
con kinh ngac hon Trac Méc Cudng Ba gap bdi phan.

L&r Canh Nam mim cwo1i: “Gido sw khong can phai kinh ngac nhw vay dau, hai nguoi co biét
theo két ludn méi nhit ma cac chuyén gia nghién clvru vé Maya méi dwa ra, t6 tién nguwdi Maya
1a ai khéng?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba lac ddu nhuw cai trong bdi, thAm nhu: “Chac khong thé nao la nguoi dan
toc Tang day ch?” Gido sw Phwong Tan du'(rng nhu da nhé ra diéu gi dé, ngwoc lai tré nén
tram tw mac twdng.

L& CaAnh Nam lién tra 101 luon ‘La ngwoi Méng Co. Cach ddy mot van nam, ngudi Mong Co
chau A da dén chau My roi.’

Trac Moc Cudng Ba ldm bam: “Chang phai Colombo phat hién ra chdu My hay sao?”

L& Canh Nam gat dau: “Chuyén dy khong sai, nhung Colombo chi la nguoi dau tién tuyén bo
voi thé gidi rang c6 mot noi goi la chau My, khong phai 1a nguoi dau tién dat chan 1én manh
dat do Trong nén vin hoéa Maya, c0 rat nhiéu tac pham nghe thuat c6 thé phan anh van de
nay.” L& Canh Nam lai ldy ra mot sé tu liéu lién ‘quan, noi: “Trong cac tac pham diéu khac cua
nguoi Maya co sac thai chau A, chau Phi rat ré rét, cac tac pham nghé thuat tinh xao nay da 16t
ta rd rang mot chung nguoi tirng téi noi day. Nhin tim anh nay xem, theo két qua khao ching
clia cac chuyén gia, tao hinh va phuc strc cua tugng nguoi gom nay deu cé dac diém cha twong
ngudi doi Tuy, day khong phai twéng mao va cach an mac cia ngwdi Maya ban dia.”

Lir Canh Nam buéc trd lai phia sau ban lam viéc, ngoi xuong ghé: “Con quan hé giita Maya va
Trung Quoc cung 1a vin dé dwoc giéi hoc thuat tranh ludn nhiéu nhit. ¢ khu vuc vin minh

Olmec ma van minh Maya la mot trong cac dai dién, da dao dwoc rat nhiéu ngoc khué, tuwong
ngoc, va rat nhiéu ché pham tw xwong cot nira, va bén trén nhitng thit nay, lai khac Giap cot van
cua Trung Quéc, nwéce ta tlng c6 chuyén gia Gidp cot van dd nhan ra trén mot chiéc ngoc | khue
nguyén ven nhitng Ky hiéu co y nghia la... Quoc vuong va thu linh khai sang vuong quoc o
Mexico, dao dwoc may tram birc twong ngudi bang dat, twédng mao khong khac gi ngudi Hoa, y



phuc ciing kha gidng vé&i cac nién dai ké tir doi Tuy tro vé truwdc; & Honduras, phat hién tac
pham diéu khic twong tu véi riia than Huyén Vil cda Trung Quoc & Guatemala, dao dwoc tién
giay tu thoi Tién Tan; néu van thay chwa du, thi con nhiéu [dm...” Lir CAnh Nam néi ct nhw ban
sung lién thanh. ’ Totem ma ngwoi Maya sung bai la than Kukulkan va than Bao chau My, gan
voi tin ngudng sung bai long ho cia Trung Qudc; nguoi Maya ton sung d6 bang ngoc, hoan
toan phu hop voi quan niém cua ngwoi Trung Quéc; kim tw thap Maya hinh dang cau tao hoan
toan khac voi kim ty thap Ai Cap, giong mo hinh dau nguoc cua nguoi Trung Qudc hon, tac
dung chu yé&u 1a dé té troi, hinh thire khac nhau ma cong dung thi nhu dan té cua Trung Quoc
van tw Maya co cung phu'o'ng thirc t6 hop va ky hiéu véi Kim van & Ba Thuc. Dya theo cac ghi
chép trong van vat, van hién lién quan dén quan hé gitta nguoi dat Thuc va Trung Nguyén, va
chau My, m6i quan hé nay tuyét doi khong thé chila trung hop. Hoang P& va con chau ctia 6ng
lién hon voi nguoi Thuc Th1eu Hao, Chuyén Huc déu song & dit Ba Thuc, sau d6 cung di chau
My, kha nang van tw co cung duoc bao ton & dat Thuyc va Trung My la hoan toan co thé xay ra.
Tiéng Maya da c6 phat trién, con Kim van Ba Thuc thi twong doi don gian mot chut. Cac hoc gia
da so sanh tw vung co ban trong tiéng Maya va tiéng Han, phat hién rat nhleu tlr twong dong,
chang han nhw ‘nguof’, ‘trod, Tong lon’, thoi gian phan ly ctia hai thi tiéng nay c6 1& cach da
chimg 5.000 ndm. Pén ca tuc té nguoi song ciing..” Ltr Canh Nam dét nhién dung lai, twa ho
nhw khong mudén dé cap dén cht dé nay vay.

Nhung Trac Moc Cu*crng Ba da nghe thay, voi truy van: “Tuc té nguoi song! C6 noi tuc té
nguoi song phai khong7 Gido sw Phwong Tan ngdi bén canh khé gat dau, hién nhién 1a di tra
ctru tw liéu vé mat nay roi.

Lt Canh Nam map may miéng, cudi cling cling noi ra: “Khong sai, nguoi Maya ldy tim nguoi
hién t€, con & Trung Quéc co dai, tuc hién té nglr(rl séng... con... con phirc tap hon nhiéu. Nhlr
trong sach Lé Ky, chwong Minh Puong Vi c6 viét, ‘Hitu Ngu dan té thd, Ha Hu dan té tam...
trong Hdu Han Thu, ghi rang thu linh LAm Quan cta nguoi Ba & Ba Quan, Nam Quan ton sung
totem ho cho h6 udng mau nguoi. Con chuyén té nguoi song ky tai trong Gidp cot vdn thi ca
ngan ca van! bén thoi Chu cé twong ngu'o'l thay thé, m&i chdm dit dwoc tuc 1€ bat ngu'm song

tuan tang. Thuc ra y nghia dau tién cda ‘Str tac dong gia "(2) chinh 1a chi tuc té nguoi song. Bt
clr dan toc nguyén thuy nao ciing déu c6 cac nghi lé twong tw nhu té nguoi song. Trong mat
ngudi hién dai ching ta, c6 thé day 1a biéu hién chwa khai héa, thuc ra chi la mét cach dé nguoi
xwra phat tiét cdm xuic ma thoi.”

Thay sidc mat Trac Moc Cuwong Ba bién ddi, Lir Canh Nam lién néi sang chu dé khac: “Lai noi

vé Trung Quoc ching ta, sach Han Thu, chwong Dong Di truyén co viét: ‘Cach Oa quoc(—l bon
van dam veé phia Dong, co Loa quéc, phla bong Nam Loa quoc co Hac Xi qudc, thuyén di mot
nam md&i téi noi” Hac Xi qudc 1a hau dué cua Thiéu Hao, & Trung My. Ghi chép trong Hdn Thu
da chlrng thuc tir thoi Han da c6 thé di thuyen t&i chau My roi. Sach Liét Tir, chwong Thang Van
viét: ‘Phia Pong Bot Hai, khong biét caich miy &c van dam, c6 Pai Hach thuc la hang dong
khong day, bén dudi khong c6 day, tén goi Quy Hw.” Pai Hach Thang C6c & Trung My. Co nhan
da biét ‘phia bong Bot Hai’ chung to tir thoi Chién Quéc nguoi Trung Quoc da biét phuong vi
cua Trung My & dau. biéu nay chi c6 thé lam dwoc khi ho da hiéu biét rdng trai dat hinh cau, va
c6 tuyén dwong hang hai thuc té. Lui vé may thé ky trudr, chuyén nguoi Trung Quéc di thuyen
sang chau My ciing 1a c6 kha ning. Trong Son Haikinh c6 nhigu doan viét tir thoi Thleu Hao da
c6 thuyén tre, dén thoi nha Thwong hon hai ngan nam sau dé chac cling phai c6 co s& vat chat
twong déi roi. Cudn To tién Trung Hoa khdn hoang chdu My cda 6ng Vuong bai Hiru, da phan
tich mot cach chi tiét chuyén cudi thoi An, hai muoi lam van qudn dan da vuot bién dén chau
My. Gan day da c6 hoc gia phat hién, trong ban dd hang hal ctia Trinh Hoa cé danh ddu chau My
rat rd rang, so véi Colombo con sém hon rat nhiéu nim.”

L&t CAnh Nam néi mét trang dai, r6i dwa nwédc cho Trac Moc Cwong Ba dé gi binh tinh lai
phan nao. Trong dau Trac Moc Cwong Ba gi0 1a mot mo bong bong, suy di nght lai sy viéc
twdng chirng nhuw hoan toan khong c6 chut kha nang nao kia - ngudi Trung Quoc da biét dén
chau My tu rat lau vé trwéc? Dong thoi con thuwong xuyén toi d6? Ngwoi Maya va nguoi Trung
Quéc co chung to tién? Nhung nghe Lir CaAnh Nam ndi mot hoi, roi thém ca nhitng tw liéu hang



that gia that kia, dwong nhw diung la c6 chuyén nhw vay that.

Doi sdc mat Trac Moc Cuong Ba bot tai, Lir Canh Nam ma&i néi t1ep “Dworc roi, néi nhiéu nhw
vay, muc dich cling chi 1a dé anh tin rang, hon mot ngan nam trudc, nguoi Tang da vuot b1en
dén chau My ciing khong phai la chuyén gi ghé gom 1dm. B&i vi tir nam nghin nam trudc, nguoi
Trung Quéc chung ta da dén chiu My roi, ma hon nita, rat c6 kha ndng vung dat chau My ay
chinh la do ngudi Trung Quoc ching ta khai pha cling nén.”

“Khong thé nao tin no6i.” Trac Méc Cwong Ba 1am bam néi. Ga 1a ngwdi tirng dén Bach thanh,
nhin thy vwong quoc bang da hung vi, nhin thiy nhirng birc tranh, nhitng pho twong tinh Xa0
tuyét my, nhitng van ty phtrc tap roéi ren. Ga chua tung thay nén van minh nao nhw vay, nhung
co thé khang dinh, day chac chan 1a mot nén van minh huy hoang ruc ré. Nhung luc nay day, lai
c6 ngwdi ndi véi gd rang nén vian minh A dy, rat c6 kha nang chinh Ia bién ching chau My ctia nén
van minh Hoa Ha, thit swla gd kho c6 thé chip nhan duoec.

L& CAnh Nam néi: “Chung ta ti€p tuc nhe? T6t lam, thai dé moi chuyén déu c6 kha nang xay
ra nay moi chinh la thai dé khoa hoc cia mot nguoi lam cong tac khao sat dat tiéu chuan. Theo
thong tin dich duoc trén truc quyén, bon ho mang toa thanh dwoc anh sang tda chiéu trao cho
quoc vuong bao ve, quoc vuong da dap rng, s€ dé toa thanh dwoc 4nh sang toéa chiéu vinh vién
cach ly voi anh mat troi. Va ngay sau do, ngai bit dau xay dung toa kim tuw thap lon nhit trong
11ch su, twong truyén trén cé the thong téi tan thién dinh, dwdi dao sdu xuong tin dia nguc am

ty.”
“Vay tai sao vi quéc voweong kia phai tén nhiéu tinh lwc théa man yéu cau ca mot ngwdi ngoai
toclam gi?” Trac Moc Cwong Ba dot nhién hoi.

L& Canh Nam noi: “Chuyén nay ha? Ai ma biét dwoc chit, rat nhiéu thong tin trong truc quyén
con dang do1i gidi nghia, co rat nhiéu diém ching toi van chlra hiéu duoc. Nhung c6 mot diém
chung toi biét, d6 1a toa thanh dwoc 4nh sang téa chiéu 4y chic 1a & trong mot kim tu thap
Maya.”

Cubi cung Trac Moc Cwong Ba cling da hiéu, ga thap giong néi: “Vi vay, chuyen dién tap bang
rung nguyén sinh lan nay cua ching tbi, muc dich chinh la dé tim kiém toa thanh 4nh sang tda
chiéu kia. Thé nhwng, tai sao lic xuat hanh lai gidu gi€m chung tbi, cd c6 thé gidi thich dwoc
khong?”

Lt Canh Nam dap: “Co ba nguyén nhan. Thir nhit, toa Bach thanh iy vira dwgc mot cong ty
dau mo xuyén quoc gia phat hién ra, nghe noi la da vo tinh tim thay trong khi l3p dat duong
ong dan dau xuyén quoc gia, van hoan toan phong toa tin tirc doi vai thé gidi bén ngoai. Puong
nhién, chung toi str dung cach riéng cua minh dé c6 dworc tin tirc, nhung khong thé cong khai
rong rai dwoc. Thir hai, cai goi la toa thanh anh sang toa chiéu nay, ching toi chi biét dworc cai
tén, con rot cudc no la thir gl, dén gi¢r ching t6i van chwa lam rd duorc, vi thé, rét cudc ia cac
anh di dau tim, tim cai gl, t6i cling khong the néi cho cu thé tan tuwong duorc. Tht ba, cling la
diém quan trong nhat, ching t6i c6 nghi ngo, trong nhu’ng nguoi tham gia tap huan [an nay, co
nguoi qua lai voi thé 1U’C nwéc ngoai, tat nhién cu thé la ai thi chdng téi van con chwa biét.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba néi: “Y clia ¢d 13, trong ching toi ¢ nodi gian w?”

Lt CAnh Nam git dau: “Noi gian thi khong dén ndi, goi 1a nguoi ban tin di. Tom lai, chinh
nhitng nguyén nhan nay da khién t6i khong thé cho cac anh biét noi dung cu thé cta hanh dong
lan nay, tit ca chi con cach nghe theo ménh troi, nhung dong thoi...” Lit CAnh Nam cao giong,

“Hanh dong lan nay ciing co thé coi nhw mot lan dién tht cho chuyén di t&i Bac Ba La than
miéu ctia moi nguoi, chi tiéc 1a tinh hinh dién thtr qua doi té hai. Voi trinh do cua moi nguoi
ltic ndy, chi so ca con dwong téi Bac Ba La than mi&u con tim chdng ra, tat ca da, da...

Lt Canh Nam khong néi “da the nao , nhung Trac Moc Cuwong Ba nhin ra du'(yc c6 mudén noi
rang “tat ca da chet sach hét ca roi. » Anh mét ga 16 ro vé ngo vuc, thim nhu: ‘ Chung toi khong
dén ndi kém cdi vay cht?”



Lt Canh Nam nhw nhin thiu dwgc tim tw ga, lién noi: “Puoc r01 anh van con nghi ngo phai
khong. Vay ching ta c6 thé lam mot so sanh binh dang nhé, lan nay cac anh gap phai mot dam
du kich roi ra nhw nam cat kho, hon nita con manh ai ndy lam cht khong phal la quan doan cé
quy mo va co to chirc. Con néu nhw xuit phat tim kiém Bac Ba La than miéu, moi nguoi sé phai
doi mat véi..” Lir CAnh Nam ding d3y, m¢ mot ngan bao h1em trén td st ra, 1dy ra mot tap vin
kién tuyét mat ném xudng trudc mat Trac Moc Cudng Ba: “... bon chiing!”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba nhin tdm dnh dau tién trén tap tw liéu, lap tic that thanh kéu toang lén:
“La hén, chinh 1a han! O Kha Kha Tay Ly...”

Lir CAnh Nam néi: “Nguwoi nay tén l1a Ben Heinz Merkin, anh quen han a?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba ludt qua ho so cia Merkin, suy nghi rat lau. “Ben Heinz Merkin?” Duong
nhw ga c6 in twong gi do voi cai tén nay, song nhit thoi ciing khong nhé ra noi, nhung c6 thé
chac chin ngum dan 6ng nay chinh la ngum ga gap ¢ Tay Tang va Kha Kha Tay Ly. Trac Moc
Cuwong Ba hoi: “Git han ta dang & dau?”

L& Canh Nam noi: “Khong biét, trwdc khi chung ta t¢i Ecuador, han da mot minh roi khoi
Trung Quéc, cho dén gidr van chwa thiy xuit hién.”

Giao sw Phuong Tan nhom ngudi dirng lén, Lit Canh Nam noi: Ong cling xem di, giao sw, c6
18 nhitng nguoi nay 1a ddi thu dang so nhat ma moi nguwdi sap phai doi mat diy.”

Giao su Phwong Tan nhin cai tén trén tap tw liéu - Ben Heinz Merkin, h01 Trac Moc Cuong Ba:
“Han chinh la nguoi cau da nhac dén phai khong?” TAm anh y mdc quan phuc, toc vang mat
xanh, 16 16 cd mot thé hinh cao lén, khi thé hirng hwe khién ngwoi ta déu phai so héi.

Trac Méc Cwong Ba gat dau: “Chinh 1a hin, 4anh mat cda tén nay nhw ran doc vay.”

L&r CAnh Nam noi: “Chung t6i da dya trén tw liéu cia anh cung Cap tién hanh phan tich khudn
mat va sap xép ghép hinh, cho rang day chinh la ngwoi anh da noi toi, dong thoi trién khai diéu
tra vé han ludn. Ben Heinz Merkin, dong thoi co ba quoc tich My, Anh Phap, c6 quan hé mat
thi€t véi yéu nhan trong chinh truomg muoi ba qudc gia chau Au, ting dam nhiém chirc c6 van
cho quan doan ddc chung cua cac nwoc nhw My, Nga, Y. Than thé nguoi nay la mot bi an, khong
thé diéu tra duoc bat ct tu liéu nao vé y tredc ndm ba muoi lam tudi, cr nhw thé ba muoi lam
tudila y tw nhién c6 mit trén doi nay vay, hon nira con c6 mat voi dia vi rat cao nira, ngoai ra, y
c6 han ngach tin dung thiu chi vd han cta ngan hang Lién bang. Két qua diéu tra cho b1et
trong nam dau tiény xuat hién trén thé giéi nay, dd co ba muoi may quan chitc cap cao Au My
nhin 1&i moi cia y, tham gia bira tiéc do y t6 chirc. Cing mot nam do, y tro thanh c6 van cua
quan doan dac chung thiy quan luc chlen Hoa Ky, kiém nhiém thém gido quan doi dic nhiém
Hai Bao (Navy SEALSs). Y chua ting c6 quan ham, nhung bat luan Ia trong truwong hop nao,
cling déu xuat hién véi mot bd quan trang...’

Trac Moc Cuong Ba dot nhién ngat 101: “Quan trang? Hinh nhu t6i da nghe thdy chuyén vé
nguoi nay ¢ dau roi thi phai, dé toi nghi lai xem nao7 Merkin, quan trang, quai that, chic la toi
nghe néi r6i ma, sao lai khong thé nhé dwoc nhi...

Lt CAnh Nam mim cwoi: “Vay sao, xem tiép cai nay di.”

Nhlrng Trac Moc Cuong Ba lai khong nhdn ra duwoc nguoi trén phan tw liéu nay. L&t Canh Nam
lién noi: Kovsky tirng la co van trong quan doi Nga than phdn trudc mat ciia ngudi nay co Ié
la thu linh ctia mét nhom linh danh thué nao dé & Nga. Hai nguoi nay tung gap nhau trén lanh
thd Trung Quoc va bi nguoi cua chung toi phat hién. Gio chac hai nguwoi da biét, d6i thi cia
ching ta [a ngudi nhw thé nao roi chit.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba nhw dwoc nghe thién thw, kéu 1én: “Troi o1, gido quan cua linh dac ching
M§ va linh danh thué Nga, sao bon ho ciing hwng thu véi mon nay vay?”

L& CAnh Nam git dau: “Phai, v&i than phan va dia vi cda ho, khong nén la nguoi hing thu voi
Bac Ba La m¢&i phai, nhung theo tin tirc ching tbi thu duorc, chinh 13 nguoi tén Merkin, da to ra



c6 moi quan tAm rat lén dén viéc nay.” Co dwa tay xep gon lai dong tw liéu & gitra, vira sap xep
vira noi, “Cho nay la tw liéu cua nhirng nguoi tung tiép xtc v&i Ben, trong d6 cé rat nhiéu noi
dung moi ngwoi khong thé biét dwoc, chi c6 thé cho hai ngudi xem chu'ng nay ma thoi.”

Luc nay, trang tai liéu cubi cung roi xudng mdt ban, trén trang gidy trong tron mot khodng
16m, chi c6 anh chup sau lung cia mot nguoi. Lit Canh Nam néi: “Nguoi nay la ke co than phan
than bi nhat trong tat ca nhirng nguoi tung tié€p xuc véi Ben, kha nang thoat khéi su theo doi
clia y cuc cao, nhan vién ctia ching toi theo doi nhiéu ngay, ciing chi cé thé chup dwoc mot tdm
anh sau lung thé nay, cac tw liéu khac hoan toan khéng c4.”

Khong ngdr, cd Trac Moc Cwong Ba 1an gido sw Phwong Tan cung dong thanh thét 1én: “Cai
bdong lung nay sao quen qua!”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba dwa mat nhin gido sw Phwong Tan, noi: “Téi thdy rit giébng cai bong
chung ta tirng gap & kim tw thap.”

Gido su Phuong Tan lac dau: Khong, toi thay giéng béng lung mot nguoi khac hon, nhung
khong thé nao la ngum 4y dugc.” Ong nhin birc anh thém mét l1an nia, roi lac dau cwoi cuoi,
“That sw la rat giéng.

Trac M6éc Cwong Ba to mo hoi: “La ai vay, thiy gido?”

Giao sw Phuwong Tan noi: "b6 la mot nguoi c6 danh tleng rat 1én trong gioi nghién ctru sinh
\éqt"hoc y tirng ba lan lién ti€p gianh giadi thwong Polytex & dién dan sinh vat hoc Matthew Liya
0.

"Cha. Loi hai vay sao!” Trac Moc Cuong Ba ha héc miéng, ga biét ro, giai thuong Polytex &
dién dan Matthew Liya nay glong nhu la giai Nobel trong gi¢i dong vat hoc vay. Danh t1eng cua
gido su Phuwong Tan cao nhuw thé ma ciing chua mot lan dwoc nhan. Nam nay dién dan von da
chudn bi trao cho 6ng gidi thudng nay roi, nhung gido sw lai bi ga ép tham gia cai ké hoach tim
ché ngao nay, vdy la khong thé khong bo qua giai thuong Polytex. Ga that khong thé ngo, lai c6
nguoi lién ti€p dwoc gidi nay ba lan lién.

Gido su Phuong Tan noi: “Um, pham vi nghién ctru cua toi chu yeu tap trung vao loai cho,
nhung y thi c6 nghién ctru rat sau déi voi ca gidi dong vat. Co dleu nén binh ludn vé nguoi nay
thé nao nhi, trong gioi nghién ctru sinh vat ching toi, moi nguoi déu goi y Ia tén dién, trong
pham vi nghlen clru clia y, c6 rat nhiéu linh vuc da viot qua tu ‘tuong binh thuong. Chang han
nhu, y cho rang hién nay dong vat va thuc vat hoan toan phan rd gioi han, 1€ ra phai c6 mot vat
chung qua d6 moi ding, vay la ct ddc strc nudi trong mot loai vat ching & gitra dong vat va
thuc vat, do khong phai nhtng loai thuc vat dn thit nhw cay nip 4m dau, ma 1a mot loai vat
chung hoan toan méi, c6 thé chay nhay, sin moi tim thitc in nhw dong vat, dong thoi cling o
the dya vao quang h(rp dé sinh ton nhu thuc vat nita. P& dat dwoc muc dich nay, y da cho gien
cua dong vat va thurc vat tap giao voi nhau, tham chi dua len vii try dé 1am bién di bang birc xa
yeu hinh nhuw cudi cung cing chua thanh coéng. Hon nita, con c6 tin don, dé boi dudng dwoc
mot so gien wu tu, y con thu tinh cho mét s6 loai dong vat hoan toan khac nhau, thim chi bao
gbm ca con nguoi. Nhung ngoai ra y cling tham gia nghlen ctru vé thuc pham bién d01 gien,
phuwong phap dung sinh vat khong ché sau bénh ciing c6 lién quan nhiéu téi Iy luan cua y, va
cling chinh y 1a nguoi dwa ra liéu phap chira bénh bang gien. Tém lai, con ngudi ndy cong todi
ngang nhau, 1d mot quai nhan, toi rat kham phuc.”

Trac Mdc Cwong Ba néi: “Khoéng ngor lai c6 ngudi nhw vy, ngudi nay tén la gi thé?”
“Soares Kahn.” Gido sw Phwong Tan khong cin nghi ngoi gi da dap ngay.



/ Ay " A A
Bi mat ve bo toc Qua Ba
L&r Canh Nam thu lai nhlrng tw liéu tuyét mat trén ban, roi noi: “Gio'thianh da hiéu tai sao toi
khong voi cho cac anh xuat phat chwa. Cac hang muc huan luyén clia cac anh van chuwa hoan
thanh, chiing toi cling chura nam bit dwoc mot so tu liéu hét strc then chdt, ma quan trong nhat
13, ndng luc hién tai cia moi ngudi con chwa thich hop tham gia hanh dong khao sat Ian nay.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba noi: “Nhung ma, dia phwong ching ta can khao sat & trong lanh thé
Trung Qudc, & Trung Quéc va & nudc khac la hai chuyén hoan toan khac nhau do6.”

Lit Canh Nam lac dau: “Co gl khac ch? Nhiéu nhit cling chi 1a anh c6 thém vii khi va mot sO
trang bi cao cip hon thoi, ma khdo sat chan chinh hoan toan khong phal dwa vao nhirng t thir dy,
thir co thé dua vao, chi c6 ndng luc cua ban than thoéi, moi ngudi can phai nang cao nang luc
cia minh 1én mot cap dd nita. Chang han nhu tai sao An nay toi c6 thé dé dang bang qua rung
ram, con moi ngwoi lai khong lam dwoc? Khong phai la t6i biét nhiéu hon moi ngwdi bao nhiéu
loai dong vat, toi cling nhw anh thoi, c6 rat nhiéu loai sinh vat toi chua tirng gap bao gio, nhung
diém khac b1et gitra chung ta la t6i co thé thiy ban chit cua sinh vat qua bé ngoai cua ching.
Loai dong vat nay tién hoda ra cac co quan nhu vay, ching sé c6 cong dung gi, mau sic trén da
cua chung, nhu'ng mau nao la dé canh cdo, nhitng mau nao chirng t6 c6 doc, két hop véi toan bo
quan thé sinh vat va cac loai thue vat xung quanh, anh sé hiéu duoc do6 [a mot sinh vat c6 tinh
chat nhuw thé ndo, thién dich ctia né 1a gi, ngudn thirc an ctia n6 & dau. Mot vi du khac, loai thuc
vat nao an duoc, day khong phai thudc long la xong, trén thé gidi nay c6 ca ngan ca van loal
thuc vat, anh man doi cling nho khong hét, chiing ta c6 the hoc theo cac loai dong vat, hodc c6
thé dung cach nhin doéi tam tiéng dé tric lwong. Con ca thoi tiét nita, thoi t1et trong gioi tu
nhién bién hoéa khon lwong, cho du la nha khoa hoc nghién ctru khi tuong ca doi cling khong
thé du bao chinh xac trong hai muoi tuw tiéng dong ho tiép theo sé xuat hién bién ddi thé nao,
nhung chi cdn anh ndm bat dwoc phuong hudng chi dao, biét dwoc quan hé giita khi 4 [ ap, toc do
gi6, do am khong khi, anh sé& c6 thé dua ra phan doan dal thé. Tat ca nhu*ng tht nay, téi déu
chwa day cho moi ngwdi, moi ngwdi méi chi ¢é co s, van can phai nang cao thém mot buéc
ntra da.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba noi: “T6i nght la moi truong tw nhién o chd Bac Ba La than miéu khong
dén ndi hung hiém hon ca rirng nguyén sinh chau My dau.”

L& Canh Nam 13c dAu: “Sai roi! Toi cho anh xem thi nay, 1a mot thir vo cung quen thudc voi
anh.” C6 m¢ may tinh, tim trong kho dit liéu ma hda ra mot ban anh quét cia truc quyen van
tw trén dé gan giong ca Tang vin cd 1an Tang van hién dai. Trac Moc Cuong Ba vira liéc mot cai
da nhan ra ngay, day chinh la Co kinh Ninh Md ma ga da doc tir nhé téi 16n, dén cudi cung chi
can trong thay thoi la da gat ga mud6n ngu.

Gido sw Phwong Tan nhin man hinh may tinh noi: “bay la mot bo kinh c6 phai khong, van tu
trén do6 citing khéng phai tiéng Tang co, viét gi vay?”

Lt CAnh Nam noi: “Cwdng Ba thiéu gia, anh néi cho gido sw Phwong Tan di.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba nhin nhirng ky hiéu trén man hinh, d& khoc dé cuoi, day 1a doan khai
dién than thoai trong C6 kinh Ninh M, gan nhw chuyén cac vi than khai thién lap dia vay. Trac
Moc Cudng Ba thuc tinh khéng thé nao hiéu néi, cac nha nghlen cru nay dang nghlen clru cai gl
ma lai 16i chuyen than thoai ra coi la that nita. G danh mién cudng giai thich: “bay la mot
doan ké cau chuyén chung than sang tao ra troi dat maéi, dai khai la nhiing vi than minh muon
mang anh sang dén, chon vui béng dém, bon ho di tim thay ctra vao dia nguc, phiéu bat may
van van ndm trén dong Minh ha den nhu muec, lai vuot qua dia nguc man hoang, quai tht & d6
cao bang toa nha ba tang, da day nhu giap xe tang, chim & d6 an thit ngu'o'l va bo dé nhu chim
sau mo thoc vay, con trung ¢ d6 cao bang nguoi, con muoi to hon con bo...” N6i mién n6i man,
roi Trac Moc Cwong Ba khong khéi bat cwoi néi: “Toi that khong hiéu ndi, gido quan, chang le
cd cho ring, day... kha kha... nhitng ghi chép nay thi c6 lién quan gi dén Bac Ba La than miéu
chw?”



L& Canh Nam noéi voi vé hét strc nghiém tic: “Theo két qua phdn tich tong hop tir nhiéu
nguon tw liéu, chung t6i cho rang nhirng ghi chép nay rat c6 kha nang chinh la miéu ta chan
thuc cau chuyen to tién bo tdc Qua Ba khai pha ving dit xay dung Bac Ba La thin miéu.”

“Ha,” Trac Moc Cwong Ba suyt chit nira thi phun nuéc tra trong miéng ra, lai nghe Lir Canh
Nam néi ti€p: “Tat nhién, cling khong loai trir kha nang c6 cho phong dai trong day, nhung
cling da dé ching ta thay hoan canh tw nhién & d6 hiém ac thé nao roi.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba cuoi cuoi: “Noi nhu vy thi than thé ctia toi c6 quan hé rat lén voi Bac Ba
La than miéu kia roi, diing 1a Phat t6 hién linh dé cho t6i di tim kiém kiép trwéc ctia minh a?”

L& Canh Nam noi: “Gio cing chlra tién dwa ra phan doan, cé diéu cling khong phai la khong
c6 kha nang iy xay ra. Phai c6...

“Thai do khoa hoc rang tat ca moi kha nang déu co thé xay ra, toi b1et roi,” Trac Moc Cuwong
Ba tlep 101, “nhung co cling biét, than thoai va tinh hinh thwc t& rét cudc khéc nhau nhidu nhu
thé nao chlr dong vat cao bang toa nha ba tang, c6 da thay bao gi¢r chwa vay, gido quan?”

L&r Canh Nam dap: “Chua tung thay khong c6 nghia la khong co. Truyén thuyet T Ky Lan cta
anh, chang phai cling tir trong cudn co kinh nay ma ra hay sao? Tai sao anh co thé tin tuong
chic chin vao Tt Ky Lan ma deé biu coi thwong nhitng ndi dung khac trong cling mdt quyén
kinh nhw vay?”

Nu cwoi trén mat Trac Moc Cuong Ba lap tirc dong cing, ga ngh1en di ngam lai nhitng 1o L
Canh Nam vira néi, song van khéng thé nao chap nhan duoc gia thuyét ctia c6. Nhitng diéu Lit
Canh Nam néi hom nay déu vwot qua pham vi cam tri cda ga, that tinh la Trac Moc Cwong Ba
khong sao chip nhan dworc.

Lit Canh Nam lai néi: “Pting roi, lat ma A La c6 ké cho t6i vé nhitng viéc moi ngudi trai qua &
Bach thanh.”

Trac M6éc Cwong Ba 1am bam hoi: “Thi sao ch&?”

L& Canh Nam git dau: “Thuc ra day ciing la mot van dé ma lan nay chiing t6i twong doi lo
lang Vi dén giai doan tht ba moi nguoi moi bit dau tlep xuc voi co quan cam bay, lan nay cé
thé may man song sot, mot ntra 1a nho lat ma A La giup d&, nira con lai c6 thé coi nhw 6ng troi
c6 mat di, may ma moi ngudi méi chi gap phai nhirng thir don gian thoi.”

Trac Moc Cudong Ba da nhé ra, lat ma A La néi nhiing co quan chi mang do, chi c6 thé coi nhu
cam bay, van chwa thé tinh 1a co quan duor, khl ay gd danganra mat mot luc lAn nay dén ca L
Canh Nam cling noi nhw vay nita, ga ben héi: “Phai roi, toi cling dang muoén héi dai sw A La day,
tai sao ngai lai hiéu biét vé co quan hoc thé?”

Lir CAnh Nam dap: “B&i vi ban than dai sw, chinh la mot cao thu co quan hoc.” N6i doan, c6
dwa mat nhin sang phia dng.

Lat ma A La mim cuoi noi: “Cach noi ‘co quan nay xuat phat tir Trung Nguyén, tir trwoc khi
L6 Ban ché tao d6 vat, da c6 mot tir goi la ‘co quat’ chi thir nay roi, sau do trai qua ngan ndm,
nganh hoc thuat vé co quan duoc dién dich nhiéu lan & Trung Nguyen va dat dén trinh do6 bat
ctr qubc gia nao trén thé gioi cling khong thé bi kip, v sb nguo1i tai trong lich sw déu rat tinh
théng mon co quan hoc nay. Van vuong d1en gidi Chu dich, Khwong T Nha gidi ché tao do,
thuc ra bit dau dé cap dén cac hoc thuyét vé co quan, thoi Xuan Thu cé cac danh gia nhw Cong
Thau Ban (titc L& Ban), Mic Dich, Tén Vi, Tién Chan; thoi Chién Quéc cé Quy Coc T, Ngo
Khéi, Ton Tan va Cam Thach; thoi Tan c6 LA Bat Vi, thoi Han S& tranh hung c6 Pham Tang,
Trwcrng Lwong, Han Tin; thoi Han c6 Ban Siéu, Pinh Hoan, Trwong Hoanh, Nguy B4 Duwong;
thoi Tam Quoc o Gia Cat Lwong, Chu Céng Can, Ma Quan; thoi Nam Bac triéu c6 Td Xung Chi,
V6 Hoai Van; con dén doi Tuy Puong, hdu nhan cé co sé clia cac danh gia nhw Ly Tinh, Ton Tu
Mac, Ly Thufn Phong, Tang Nhat Hanh, lai cang phat huy co quan hoc dén mitc dinh cao, chi
kém chut nita thoi 1a da hoan thanh buéc dot pha tw thoi dai binh khi lanh dén thoi dai binh
khi néng. Ma Bac Ba La than miéu ching ta dang mudén tim ki€m day, chinh Ia dwoc xay dung



trong thoi ky co quan hoc phat trién dinh cao nay. Thoi do bai Puong va Tho6 Phén qua lai rit
mat thiét, kinh té, ton gido, van héa déu cé sv giao luu, nhitng co quan lan nay moi ngwoi gap
phal trong dia cung Maya so voi co quan trong kién trdc thoi ky Tho Phon... 6i, sau nay anh hoc
sé biét, tir tir c6 dip chung ta sé trao doi sau.

Trac Moc Cwong Ba to mo hoéi: “Trong noi dung mat tu ctua dai sw, cling cé ca co quan hoc
nita sao?”

Lat ma A La lac dau: * ‘Khong, do la chuyén tu trwede khi mat tu, van héa Trung Nguyén ménh
mong nhw bién 1én, toi chang qua chi 1a hat mudi gitta bién ca. Hom nay t6i tam khong nhic
dén co quan hoc, tdi c6 mat & day 1a dé n6i cho Cwong Ba thiéu gia biét chuyén lién quan téi bd
toc Qua Ba.”

“B6 tdc Qua Ba?” Trac Moc Cudng Ba thoang ngan nguoi, to mo nhin lat ma A La véi vé do
xét.

Lat ma A La gat dau néi: “Pung thé. Vira roi Cwong Ba thi€u gia phan &ng rat manh véi
chuyen to tién bo toc Qua Ba da khai pha vung dat de xay dung Bac Ba La than miéu ma L
giao quan nhic t&i, cé diéu té6i mubn hoi Cwong Ba thi€u gia mot ciu, rot cudc ciu hiéu biét gi
vé bo toc Qua Ba?”

“Bo toc Qua Ba...” Trac Moc Cwong Ba ldp lai tr mot luot, dong thoi ngam nght trong dau. Bo
toc Qua Ba ma gi biét, nghe don la mot dan toc song trong day Himalaya, d6t nwong lam ray,
bén thung ghi chép sy viéc vi khong c6 van ty. Nguoi ta biét dén ho nhiéu nhat la qua 16i song
chung véi s6i, nhwng rat it nguoi dwoc trong thay ho. So ra thi bon ho glong voi nhirng nguoi
nguyen thuy cach ly khoi the giéi nay, twong ty nhuw cac cu dan Kukuer vay. Toan bo hiéu b1et
cua Trac Moc Cuong Ba vé bo toc Qua Ba, bao gdom ca T Ky Lan, déu bat ngudn tlr d0 cac
truyén thuyét trong ngoi lang ga sinh ra, va nhu'ng loi giai thich cua cha ga.

Lat ma A La n& mot nu cudi nhw thé dang c6 t6 ra cao tham khé luwong, dén ca gido su
Phucrng Tan clng bi 1am cho to mo, cho téi khi Trac Moc Cuong Ba lac dau noéi: “Toi biét it
13m.” Ong mé&i bat dau 1én tiéng: “Bd tdc Qua Ba, tirng 1a d6i quan manh nh4t ctia Thé Phon!”

“Ha?” “Cai gi?” “Khong phai 1a b6 tdc bao vé T Phuong than miéu hay sao?” Trac Moc Cuong
Ba va giao sw Phwong Tan gan nhu cung luc kéu lén. Mot dan téc nguyén thuy nhu vay, qua
thwc bon ho khong thé nao tim ra bat c* méi lién hé nao véi quan ddi Thé Phon ca.

Nhin bd dang khoan thai va nu cuoi mim than bi trén gwong mat lat ma A La, Trac Moc
Cuong Ba va gido suw Phuong Tan tirc khac cdm thiy tam trang dang soi suc cda minh tir tir
lAng lai, chi 13ng 1& doi 6ng noi tiép.

“Bo toc Qua Ba tong céng c6 ba nhanh, nhung cung chung mot coi ré, néu noi ki cang, chi s¢
khong thé noi hét dugc. O day toi chi dé cap dén nhitng van dé chinh yé&u thoi. Moi nguoi cling
dung hoi gi, doi toi noi xong da.” Giong lat ma A La _vang vang trong phong, khi&n nguoi nghe
cam thdy binh tam tinh tri, “Bo toc Qua Ba khéi nguon tr nwoc Twong Hung, la mot nhanh nhé
trong muoi hai tiéu bang cua nwdc Twong Hung co. Tap tuc séng chung voi soi cua ho twong
truyen da c6 tir thoi c6. Bd tdc nay dan so rat dong, sdng trong hang ni, tinh cach manh mé,
hao v&, hdo dau, tinh cach nhw loai s6i. Nhung trudc d6 Twong Hung hung manh vo6 song, bo
toc Qua Ba hoan toan khong noi bat. Khi Tuwong Hung that thé trudc Tho Phon, canh quan
manh nhit cda Thé Phon chu yeu la nguoi cua bo toc Qua Ba, bay gitr da danh cho nuérc Tuong
Hung that bai heng x1eng, lich s goi la Pao quan Anh sang. Vé sau bién ché trong canh quan
nay chi con toan la ngwoi bo toc Qua Ba. Pao quan Anh sang dwoc bac nhan tai kiét xuat nhat
Tho6 Phon, Tung Tan Can B6 xay dung, moi dau chi cé chuwa day van nguoi, khi dong dao nhat
cling khong qua hai van. Twong truyén Tung Tan Can BO cé du'crc nguoi Qua Ba tro gitp, lay
lam mung ro, lién di chuyén toan bo b0 toc dén gan Vuong do. Pé sap X€p. chd & cho ho, ngai da
phai nguoi dao da lam hang dong, tong cong dao dwoc tam hang, moi hang chira hon van
nguoi, trong st sach goi la Lang Cwong. Thoi ky dau, gan nhu khong ai biét dén sw ton tai cua
canh quan nay. Nhung t&i thoi Xich Tung Pirc Tan, quan Héa Than ctia Thé Phon da danh chan



Tay Vuc, uy danh vang den tan Pai Puong. Ma quan Hoa Than chinh la tén goi Pao quan Anh
sang do mot virong qudc nhd bi né danh bai dit cho. C6 thé néi nhw thé nay, Thé Phon phia

DPong giap voi Pai DPudng, phia Bac gidp Dot Quyét, phla Tay 14y Dai Bot Luat, Tiéu Bot Luatd),

phia Nam chlem Ni Ba Lal%), mé ra mot cwong thé rong 1o, truyén doi thong tri dwoc hon hai
tram nam co du, phan 16n ciing nho stec manh c6 tinh quyet dinh nhat cia Pao quan Anh sang
gdy dung tir ngwoi cua bo toc Qua Ba. Bao quan Anh sang, ké tir ngay dwoc thanh 1ap da hung
clr cao nguyén, hon hai traim nam chua tung biét mui that bai. Cic chién tuwdng noi tiéng thoi
Tuy buong nhw Hau Quan Tap, Tiét Nhan Quy déu thua to dudi tay bon ho. Ho chinh Ia con at
cht bai cdia quan ddi Thé Phon, cling chinh la nén méng gitt vitng virong triéu thé Phon.”

biéu nay Trong long gido su ' Phuong Tan va Trac Moc Cu'ong Ba déu vo cung ndén nao mudn
hoi. C6 mot cdnh quan manh mé nhwong dy, nhung sao cd hai bon ho déu chua ting nghe nhic
t&i bao gio? Co didu lat ma A La da nhic nho hai nguoi danh ¢ nin nhin ma nghe 6ng noéi tiép.

“P6 la nhanh dau tién. Nhanh thi hai, 1ap ra sau khi bao quan Anh sang thu nhan thém nguoi
bd tdc Qua Ba vao huin luyén. Khi a dy Tran Bién miéu hay con goi la Tt Phuwong miéu cda Tung
Tan Can B6 dai vwong da xay dung xong. Dé gitt nhitng bao vat quy bau nhat, ngai da diéu ra
bon doi ho vé  trong Pao quan Anh sang canh Tt Phuong miéu. Pay chinh la nguon goc bo toc
Qua Ba bao vé Tir Phuong miéu ma moi nguoi da biét. Bon ho khong chi bdo vé c6 mot ngoi
miéu & Cuc Nam, ma toan by T Phuwong miéu. Nhanh cudi cung, 1a mot s6 nguoi Qua Ba con
lai, duorc b1en vao cac dao quan binh thuong, theo quan doi dan dan di chuyen dén dia gioi Tw
Xuyen ngay nay. Trén thuc té, dén nay co rat nhiéu nguoi Tang la hdu dué cua quan doi Tho
Phon ngay iy, vén trén dlro'ng hanh quan danh tran co thé da nhan 1énh don tru tai nhiéu noi
khac nhau. Nhuw Cao Cat, Anh Cach, con ca bo tdoc Nap Tay kha ndi tiéng nita, déu co to tién
quin Thoé Phon ca. Tai sao t6i lai ké cho hai nguoi nghe vé Pao quan Anh sang thanh vién toan
la nguoi Qua Ba nay chi? Nguyen nhan hét strc don gian, bon ho khong chi bao vé T Phuong
miéu, ma con cé quan hé truc tlep véi Bac Ba La than mleu C6 mot sw that lich str ma ching ta
khong thé khong nhin thang vao: Mic dil cac Tan tho cta Thé Phon c6 nhiéu ngudi tirng bi am
sat, nhung hau hét deu chét duoi tay nhitng dai thin than tin & ngay bén canh hoac do mot
chuoi cac am mwu am hai, song ¢ giitra chon thanh thién bach nhét, bi ke bén ngoai am sat
thanh cong, duy chi co T4n thd Lang bat Ma ma thoi. Con nira, trong hch st Tho Phon, chuyén
xuat hién hai triéu dinh mot lic, ciing chi cé ngoai 1& duy nhat do, bao doi Tan thd ThS Phdn
luc nao cling chi c6 mot vi. Ngoai ra, trong lich sw Tho Phon khong phai khéng c6 khoi nghia
cua thwong dan, tham ch1 c6 thé néi ridng ching xay ra lién mién, nhung thanh cong thi chua
hé c6 cudc nao. Chi cé Lang bat Ma sau khi diét Phat, bi nghia quan tan cong tiéu diét, ca
vwong triéu ma&i theo d6 ma sup dé hoan toan. Nguyen nhan chinh 13... sau khi Lang Pat M4
tuyén bo diét Phat khong duoc bao lau, dao quan Anh sang bAt bai, bong dot nhién blen mat
cung voi toan bo bao vat gidu trong Tt Phuwong miéu! Khong ai biét bon ho di dau, b&i vi d6 1a
mot giai doan lich sw hoan toan kin bung, chung toi chi biét rang vé s bén canh Lang bat Ma
khong con 1a nguoi ctia Pao quan Anh sang nita. Vi Tan tho sau nay ciing khong con khéng ché
duoc Dao quan Anh sang, ke dich ma cac néng no khéi nghia phai d6i mit ciing khong phai la
Pao quan Anh sang vo dich nira. Rot cudc bon ho da di dau, theo y kién tranh cii cla céc
chuyén gia, rat c6 kha ndng Pao quén Anh sang do chinh 1a dbi bao vé dd dwa bau vat trong Tw
Phwong miéu van chuyen dén Bac Ba La than miéu. Bon ho co lé da ¢ lai Bac Ba La, va bo toc
Qua Bama chung ta sap phai giap mat c6 1& chinh Ia hau dué ctia ho. Pwoc roi, hai ngudi cb thé
dat cau hoi.”

“Um, trm,” Trac Moc Cuong Ba c6 hong giit git, voi hdi: “Sao t6i chwa tirng nghe néi dén
mot d01 quan manh nhw vay nhi?”

Lat ma A La than nhién dap: “Puong nhién, doi quan nay..” 6ng chi vao dong tu liéu noéi,
“trong cac tuw liu khong co, trong st sach ciing chua tirng ghi chép, bang khong, dau can toi
ngoi day giai thich vé&i hai nguoi lai lich cta no. Trén thuec té, su ton tai cua dao quan nay, moi
triéu dai Thé Phon cling chi c6 hai nguoi dwoc biét, mot chinh la Tan thé, nguoi con lai chinh
la thong soai toi cao cua Pao quan Anh sang. Vi th6ng sodai toi cao nay, thong thuong déu do
quy tdc ngudi Twong Hung ddm nhiém.”



“Nhung d6 dau phai mot hai nguoi, do 1a ca mot dao quan trén van nguoi co ma, khong 1€
nao khong cé chut vét tich gi trong lich stt?” Cau héi cta gido sw Phwong Tan truc tiép cu thé
hon nhiéu.

Lat ma A La gat dau: ‘ ‘Ding thé, trong st sach ciing c6 nhiéu cho nhic tdi, chang qua la chua
bao gio duoc nguoi ta chu y dén ma thdi. Binh si trong Pao quan Anh sang déu duoc goi la
quan Hoa Than. Cach noéi nay, ban diu c6 1é la do nha Bu'crng hodc mot vai vwong quoc nho bi
Th6 Phon thon tinh lwu truyen ra ngoai. Vé sau _trong cac thu tich, déu _dung tén nay dé goi
quan Tho Phon luén. Ky thuc y nghia ban dau cia né y la dé chi dao quan nay qua doi manh
mé, khong giong nguoi pham, déu do quy than héa than ma thanh. Trong Tay Tang vuong
thong ky c6 nhac dén chuyén Tung Tan Can BO cau thin véi Nepal, Dai Duong, tung viét trong
thu rang, néu khong ga cong chua cho ta, ta sé dung quan Héa Than danh cac nguoi, cwop cong
chia ve. Con vé tinh chan thuc cda thu tin thoi dy, cac nha nghién ctru st hoc da tirng nhiéu
ban tranh cai, thuc ra cdi tén quan Héa Than, phai dén doi Xich Dirc Tung Tan moi co, chi vi cai
tén nay qua noi bat, nén Tdy Tang vuong thong ky sau d6 méi lay st dung luén. Co didu ching
toi cho rang hanh vi lay vl Iwc uy hiép nhic dén trong thuw la chinh xac. Du sao thi luc lap nén
bao quan Anh sang nay Tung Tan Can Bo hay con tré, chwa day hai muoi. Tu01 tré khi thinh,
cau than véi nwéce 1o, mudn khoe khoang mot chut ciing 1a diéu co thé ly giai dugc. Co dieu
dau dau ciing vay, trong str sach cac nuwéc déu chi nhic dén dao quan nay mot cach ratlé té vun
vdt, cung lam 1a nhac den mady chit ‘quan Héa Than’, con vé nhan s8, vii khi trang bi, 4o giap,
dan tran, co chién, chd sodi... nhat loat déu chua tirng c6 ghi chép.”

“Tai sao?”

“Boi vi Bao quén Anh sang khac véi nhitng dao quan binh thuong. Moi tran chién, ho nhit
dinh déu phai té huyét ky.” Lat ma A La dwdng nhw da doan trwéc Trac Moc Cudng Ba sé& hoi
cau nay.

“Té huyét ky?” Trac Moc Cuong Ba lai khong hiéu gi, nhung giao sw Phuwong Tan thi khong
khoi lanh song lwng, dwa tay khé vudt nhitng hat moé hoi li ti trén tran.

Lat ma A La gat dau: * N01 mot cach don gian, chinh la khéng c6 tu binh... néi cach khac, chinh
la khong dé lai nguoi song ’ Nhin vé mat nghi hodc ctua Trac Méc Cuong Ba, cudi cung lat ma A
La cling noi rd ra, roi giai thich t1ep, “Thuc ra, cach lam nay cling 1a hoc & Trung Nguyen thoi,
thoi Chién Quoc, nwéc Tan cé mot vi danh twéng tén la Bach Khéi, moi tran chién deu té huyet
ky, trén chién trwong chi deé lai quan si cua minh con dwng, con ké dich thi nhit loat déu chat
hét diu. Chi riéng nuéc S¢ thdi da c6 khong duédi mot triéu binh sI bi Bach Khéi tram thu r01
thoi do, nhu vay gan nhu da la tham hoa diét qudc roi. Cé6 nha st hoc con néi, néu khong c6
Bach Khm nwéc Tan mudn thong nhat Trung Nguyén it nhit cliing phai tén thém mot tram
nim nira. Con bao quan Anh sang, von duorc 1ap nén dé doi phoé voi vuong triéu Tu'(rng Hung,
Tung Tan Can B6 ltc nao cling cam thay dao quan nay van con cé gl do chua day du. Vé sau khi
hai vi cong chua Nepal va bai Puong vao Tay Tang, mang theo rat nh1eu tri thirc quan sy va
trang bi tac chién, Pao quan Anh sdng méi ngay mot hoan thién, cudi cung danh bai Twon
Hung, chi trong mot tran chién da lvu danh, xac lap dia vi b4 chid cao nguyén méi cia nwéc Tho
Phoén.”

Trac Mdc Cwong Ba hit sdu mot hoi khi lanh, c6 héi ti€p: “Néu dao quin dé bi mat nhw viy,
tai sao dai su...”

Lat ma A La lac dau: “Khéng phai t6i biét, ma la két qua mdy chuc nam khao chiing cua to
chuyén gia do. Muon dua ra duoc ket ludn nay, khong chi nghién ctru Tang van, con phai di sau
nghién ctru ca lich sw cac vuong quoc thanh bang, bd lac 16m nho ¢ khu vyre cao nguyén va Tay
vuc thoi bay gio, cung voi rat nhiéu bang ching phu khac nhw st thi, truyén thuyét, ca khic va
cac tranh vé, ty nhw trong st thi Cdch Tdt Nhi virong c6 ham 4n ciu chuyén thu nhin va bién
ché& ngudi Qua Ba thanh quan ddi chang han.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba nghe ma 4 khau khong néi nang dwoc gi, ca gido sw Phwong Tan ciling
khong khdi tron mat ngac nhién.



bén luc nay L& Canh Nam moi 1én tiéng: “Gio thi anh da biét moi nguoi sip dén noi nao
chwa? Poi thu cua cic anh manh mé hon quan du kich, con dan toc ¢ do thi dang so gap boi
phan cac bd lac an thit ngwoi. Mot dan toc sdng chung véi cho séi, dwoe goi la Pao quan Anh
sang bat bai, anh thir nghi xem: moi trwong tu nhién con ac liét hon rang nguyén sinh Nam My,
co quan cam bay hung hiém hon bAt ctt noi ndo. Cac anh thim chi ca rung nguyén sinh con
khong the bang qua duoc, dwa vao cai gi dé tim kiém Bac Ba La than miéu va T Ky Lan day?
Chi dwa vao van may thé6i ha?”



Bi mat vé nha tham hiém Stanley
Li Canh Nam nhin Trac Moc Cwong Ba ngin ngtr do dw, lai nhac nhé IAn nita: “Néu gior mudn
rdt lui thi vAn chua mudn dau.”

Trac Moc Cuwdng Ba dirt phat day ndi: “Ai bao rut lui ch®? Ai bado mudn rit lui ch@?”

Lat ma A La va giao sw Phuong Tan dua mat nhin nhau cwoi cudi. Tinh cach cua Trac Moc
Cuong Ba qua thuc qua dé nhin thau, gn nhw ai cling biét nhuwoc diém cta g nam & dau.

Gido sw Phuwong Tan tham nhu: “Cai ¢ Lit CAnh Nam nay gidi thuat cong tam that, trwdc tién
dung mot dong s6 liéu lam Cwong Ba dau vang mat hoa, sau d6 lai dung tu liéu lam m01 nht,
tirng chut tung chut hut 1dy hirng tht cda Cuong Ba. Gio thi tinh thé da ddo nguwoc roi. Von 1a
dinh doa rat lui dé uy hiép doi phuong, gio thi... Co dleu Cudng Ba khong phai ngwoi dé chiu
thua, ti€p tuc hop tac khong biét sé& xay ra chuyén gi nita.”

L&t Canh Nam néi: “Tdt 1dm, néu anh da khong mudn rat lui, va néu khong co van dé gi khac
nita, theo nhw té6i néi hém qua, c6 phdi la nén dwa ban tong két ctia anh cho téi xem roéi

khong?”

Trac M6c Cwong Ba ngang cao diu won nguec lén: “Chwa viét!”

Lt CAnh Nam néi: “Vay thi, t6i da néi la...”

Trac Méc Cwong Ba thang thin dap: “Phat chép mot van lan théi ma, khong van dé. Toi di
chép mot van lan la xong.’

L& Canh Nam van vé cay but trén tay, gat gat dau néi: “Vay thi di lam di. Sau khi ra khoi day
anh c6 thé dem chuyén nay noi r6 dau dudi voi moi nguot, vi dang nao thi cling két thuc roi.
T¢1i lac thich hop, toi sé dich than néi moét tiéng xin 16i. C6 diéu, khuyét diém ctia moi ngudi thi
van la khuyét diém, da hiéu chwa?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba chi hai chong tw liéu trén ban, ngan ngtr hoi: “Vay, con... twliéu thi sao?”

L@t Canh Nam gio' méi noi han ra: “Con nhé truwdc khi téi chau My, anh dén phong lam viéc
cia toi lam toang lén bao nhiéu lan khong? Luc do toi da gidi thich véi anh thé nao? Khong
phai la khong cho moi nguoi s6 tw liéu nay, ma la thwc lwc hién nay cua moi ngwoi khong dat
yéu cau cua toi dat ra. Néu anh tuw nhan thay sau kh1 xem qua so tu liéu nay, anh van co thé
khac ché minh khong di tim kiém Bac Ba La than miéu, thi anh ctt 1dy di, chang sao ca. Thucra,
cdn ban khong cd cai gi goi la 1énh cla cap trén. O day, toi chinh la chi huy t6i cao. Toi da noi
roi, toi hudn luyén moi nguoi nhuw vay, khong phai vi moi ngwoi co thé tim ki€ém ra cai gi do6
cho dat nuéc, ma chi la dé moi ngwoi cé thé song sot, bat ké 1a & noi ndo, bat ké 1a trong hoan
canh nao ciing deu c6 thé séng sot! Nhung anh mot myc khong hiéu dwo'c dung y cua toi, neu
clr nang nac muon xem nhitng tw liéu nay, anh c lay di. C6 diéu tir sau tré di, khong bao gior
con c6 tu liéu gi xuat hién trudc mat anh nita dau...” N6i doan, vé mat Lir Canh Nam nhu thé
dang han khéng the rén sit thanh thép, trong mit toatlénve that vong vo cung, anh nhin ciling
dich dan khdi ngudi Trac Moc Cudng Ba, hwdng xuéng mat ban.

Gian phong chim vao yén lang trong gidy lat. Trac Moc Cwong Ba nhin nét mat L&t Canh Nam,
dot nhién cam thay nhing gi c6 noi dwong nhuw rat cé 1y, duong nhw c6 that sy dang nghi cho
bon | ga. Ech ngbi day giéng, chua hoc bo da muén chay roi, day chinh 1a diéu Lit CAnh Nam
muon noi chang? Nhung ma... Trac Moc Cwong Ba nhin chong tw liéu day cop trudc mat, that
tinh khong n&, ga lac lac dau rdi qua quyét, sau khi tré' nén manh mé hon, gd moi tro lai day
xem tu liéu, t&i lac dy nhat dinh phai khién Lir Cinh Nam khong con gi dé n01 nita. G4 lai dua
mat nhin sang phia gido su Phu‘o'ng Tan, trong long chan chuong tham nhi: “Tai sao két qua
cudi cung van la chéep mot van Ian ban tong két vay? Muc dich ching ta dén day khong phai l1a
vi cdi thir nay hay sao?”

“Duoc, toi biét roi, toi sé c¢é gang hoan thanh ké hoach huin luyén c6 dait ra trong thoi gian



sém nhit, tam thoi khong héi dén s6 tw liéu nay niva.” Néi doan, lién quay ngwoi di ra.

Nghe cdu tra 161’ ‘khau thi tAm phi” ctia Trac Mdc Cwong Ba, khoe mat Lit Canh Nam hién ra
mot net cuoi cuoi khong dé gi nhdn ra duorc, chi thoang cail da bién mat. Co cat tiéng: “Doi chut
da.” Vira néi, Lit CAnh Nam vira rdt ra mot tap tw liéu, “T6i qua sau khi anh dwa ra van dé nay,
toi cling da suy nghi rat lau. Chinh x4c, khong cong khai tu liéu gi thi that qua bat cong v&i moi
nguoi. Vi vy, toi da ton mat thoi gian mot dém, chon lya ra mot phan bay la nhiing tw liéu
triedc mat moi ngwdi nén biét, sé rat cé ich cho viéc tim hiéu lich stt C6 Cach va mot s6 chuyén
1én quan t&i Bac Ba La nita, anh c6 thé mang di.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba lap tirc d6i buon lam vui, diéu nay ga khong hé nghi toi. Giao sw Phuong
Tan c6 nhin cuoi, khong ngo Lir Canh Nam cling dung phuong phap vira danh vira xoa hét strc
dién hinh nay. Cwong Ba o1 1a Cwong Ba, dung phai c6 nang Lir CAnh Nam nay, ngay thang vé
sau cua cau...

Trac Moc Cuong Ba 6m tw liéu 1én, dot nhién noi: “Con nika, ca tdm ban do6 nita, khong phai cb
da néi sé cho tbi biét chuyén tam ban dd hay sao?”

Lt Canh Nam gat dau: “A, ding thé, thuc ra ¢ trong cac tu liéu kia cting c6 roi, nhuwng ma, t6i
van ctr n6i qua mot chut vay. Chuyén vé tdm ban d6 nay, phai bit dau ké tir nam 1844, trong dé
c6 mot nhin vat rat quan trong, 6ng ta tén la Henry Morton Stanley

Trac Moc Cudng Ba néi: “U'm, chiing tdi ciing biét ngwdi nay.”

L&t Canh Nam ra hiéu cho ga ch¢ noén nong: “Nguoi biét chan tudng su viéc nay khong hé
nhiéu. Anh c6 biét rang vao nam 1843, Stanley gan nhu con khong biét trén thé gidi nay co mot
cao nguyén tén la Thanh Tang. Vao thoi clia ho, n6i dung dwgc quan tam nhidu nhat chinh 13...
Maya! Nam 1842, khi nha khoa hoc dAu tién khao sat van minh Maya, Stevenson ra tdc pham
noi t1eng Trung My ky sw Sebastian va Yucatan, phong trao tham hiém Maya tré nén hurng hyc
khap toan ciu. Cuén sach dé dwoc dich sang muoi bay thir tiéng, trong mot ndm tai ban bay
lan, sau dé tong cong da tai ban may chuc 1an, tré thanh cudn sach ban chay nhat thé ky muoi
ch1n lam cho cac nha tham h1em trén thé gi¢i déu nhiét huyét phirng phimng, v s6 nha tham
hiém déu khao khat dwoc den rirng ram nhiét déi, tim kiém nhing di tich hung vi khuat lap
dwéi rimg cay. Khi khao sat & Trung My, Stanley la nguoi dau tién dwa ra ludn deé ‘ nguoi Maya
tlr chau A di cu toi day'. Dé chirng thuc quan diém cda minh la chinh x4c, 6ng ta moi dén chau
A, valén bo & ban dao China. Thé nhung, trén duong ong ta da gap pha1 mot budc ngoat lon
trong doi. T miéng mot nghé nhan hat rong ké chuyén, Stanley biét dén mot noi goi la Bac Ba
La than miéu. Ciing chinh tlr gi¢r khic do tré di, tda miéu cia nha Phat 4y tré thanh muc tidu ca
doi Stanley khat khao theo du6i.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba thac mac: “Nhung khéng phai nam 1844, 6ng ta da mat tich & Dai Tuyét
son hay sao?”

L& Canh Nam lac dAu: “Sai roi, nam 1844 chi la bat diu. Stanley khong hé mat tich trong nui,
chét & Pai Tuyet son la chuyen clia muyoi may ndm sau. Sw kién nam 1844 chi la Stanley bit
dau c6 y che gidu hanh tung ctia minh. Ong ta khong mudn bi bao chi viét vé minh nita, nhung
van bi mat kién tri khong ngirng nghi tim ki€m, hon nita thu hoach ciing rat phong phu. Nghe
don, véi s6 bao vat chuyén Ve nwo'c Anh, 6ng ta du strc mua lai ca dat nwéc nay. Nhirng thi do,
déu chuyén tir TAy Tang di ca.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba kinh ngac kéu 1én: “Ong ta da tim thay ro6i?”

Lit Canh Nam lac dau dap: “Khong, cho dén hét doi ong ta cling khong tim thay Chang qua la
trong qua trinh tim kiém Bac Ba La than miéu, ong ta khong ngung dao boi cac di tich va kién
tric co6, mang tran chau, vang bac nhiéu nhu 16ng trau khong ngirng chuyen vé nwéc Anh.
Nhung dong thoi, dao boi duoc cang nhiéu kién trac va di tich c0, 6ng ta lai cang ky vong nhiéu
hon vao Bac Ba La thin miéu. Mot nguoi ban than cua Stanley da ghi thé nay trong cudn so ghi
chép cua minh, ‘T6i héi Stanley, anh ta da cé duoc tai san tiéu may doi cling khong hét roi, tai
sao van u rii khong vui, vin mudn dén cai noi bat cit ldc nao ciing c6 thé mat mang kia. Stanley



lan nao cling chi ldc dau tho dai, cti 1dm bam, Té6i van chua tim thay, toi van con thiéu mot sé
ddu méi, téi chwa tim thdy né. Dleu toi dang lam bayglo' chang qua cung chi la mang cdt bén bor
bién vé th01 con ngoc trai, thi van bi chén Idp dwdi do.’ Theo tw liéu cda ching t6i, Stanley co 1€
chét trong khu vurc Dai Tuyet son & Tay Tang vao khodng nam 1860 dén nam 1870. Lan do,
ong ta c6 mang theo ban do.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba ndon néng hoi: “TAm ban do ay vé sau sao lai roi vao tay nguwoi Anh
dwoc?”

Lt Canh Nam mim cuoi gat gat ddu: “Pang 1é Stanley da vinh vién chén vui tdim ban do kia &
Tay Tang. Nhung nam 1914, 6ng Michael dai biéu chinh phti Anh phan giéi tuyén cho Tay Tang
va An D0. Trén dwong do dac gioi tuyen 6ng ta vo tinh phat hién ra léu bat va thi thé cua
Stanley von da bi bang tuyet chon vui. Con vé viéc ho lay duwoc nhitng gi trong dong di vat clia
Stanley thi chung toi ciing khong thé biét dwoc. Su viéc vé sau twong doi phirc tap. Nghe noi
chinh xac b4y gio c6 tim dwoc mot tAm ban do, va da b1 chinh phu Anh coi 1a bi mat tdi cao roi
cat glau di. Nhung khong 1au sau do, dai chién Thé gioi lan thr nhat bling nd, tim ban d6 than
bi 4y cling theo d6 ma bién mAt. Nghe don nguoi gite tdm ban d6 da dwa vao ky &rc vé lai mot
tam khac. Nguwoi Anh can cit theo tdm ban do vé bang tri nhé nay phan doan rang Bac Ba La
than miéu hinh nhu & gan dinh ndi cao nhét ctia ddy Himalaya, dinh Chomolungma. T ndm
1921 dén nam 1938, nguoi Anh da doc lap td chirc bay lan thim hiém dinh Chomolungma,
nhung khéng tim duoc dau méi gi. Cho téi nam 1938, nghe don tdm ban do goc lot vao tay
dang Nazi, tuy rang chuyen nay khong hé cé chirng c& nao xac thuc. Nhung tir nam 1939 dén
nam 1942, Hitler da hai lan ha 1énh cho tro thu dac luc nh4t ctia minh 1a Himler dich than to
chtrc hai nhém tham hiém di sau vao dat Tay Tang, day la sw thwc mwdi mwoi. Con rét cudc la
bon ching tim ki€m to tién cua nguoi German hay la c6 muc dich gi khac, ching ta khong thé
nao biét dwgc. Chuyén xay ra sau nay, c6 1€ moi nguoi déu biét mot chut. Trong trdn Berlin két
thtic Thé chién th hai, lic dau vén dinh sin ké hoach hoan chlnh la vay cong tiéu diét, nhung
quan My va quan Nga dau lidu chét tin cong vao trong thanh, cudi cung da chia doi Berhn muc
dich thuc su ctia ho, dwong nhu ciing vi tam ban dé dé. Theo tin ttrc ching téi nhan duorc,
trong ldc ho dang tranh gianh mot nha khoa hoc nghién cttu phat trién bom nguyeén tu, da vo
tinh nghe dwoc thong tin lién quan téi ban do, con rét cudc dé 1a théng tin gi, thi chung toi
cling khong biét. Nhung chinh thong tin ay da khié&n quan hé dong minh xuat hién xung dot loi
fch tryc tiép. Sau do thi ca Lién X6 va My déu tranh nhau dén Tay Tang, Trung Quoc Cho dén
tan bay gio, ho van chuwa dirng budrc. Co dleu tir bdy dén nay, nhitng nguoi di theo tdm ban do
nay tim kiém Bac Ba La than miéu déu khong séng soét tré vé. Nghe dau, gior day né duoc goi la
ban do chi dwong dén chd chét.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba yén lang nghe hét, thay cling twong tw nhw nhitng ndi dung giao su
Phu*crng Tan diéu tra duoc trwéc do, chi la twong tan hon mot chut. Lie Canh Nam lai noi:
“Puoc roi, nhitng diéu anh muén blet téi da néi cho anh hét ca roi, gior anh c6 thé di lam
chuyén can lam kia di.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba va giao sw Phwong Tan vira di khoi, nét mat Lir Canh Nam va lat ma A La
deu bién doi. Lir CAnh Nam dit tay doc dudng chi quan, dwng thang lung, hoi cti dau héi: “Con
xtr Iy nhw vay da duoc chua, dai nhan?”

Lat ma A La hién tlr noi: “Ciing chi ¢ thé nhu vay thoi. Cuong Ba thiéu gia van hoan toan
chwa hay biét gi vé toan bd sw viéc, ctr dé cau dy giit nguyén hién trang di, dée cau ay tiép tuc lay
cho6 ngao lam muc dich, nhu thé, d6i véi chung ta, doi voi cau ay, déu c6 loi cd.” Lat ma Ala
tham nhi: “Cuong Ba thigu gia, day chinh la so menh clia cAu, mudn thoat ciing khong thoat
noi..

Ra khc’)i ctra phong, Trac Mdc Cwong Ba hoéi: “Dung roi, thiy gido, khéng phai thay da quay
phim toan b6 hanh trinh trong dia cung ctia chtiing ta hay sao?”

Gido sw Phuong Tan gat dau: U’m dung vay, ngoai lic & duoi nwoc khong thé quay chup,
nhitng noi khac déu cé ghi chép, gior d trao hét cho ho nghién ctru réi.



Trac Moc Cuong Ba néi: “Nhung ma..” Ga nhin tdp tu liéu trén tay, trong d6 duwong nhu
khong cé thir ndo giéng nhuw dia CD ca.

“Yén tam, toi co chuan bi riéng r01 ’ Anh mat gido su tré nén sau sac: “Du sao ciing la thw
phai dung mang doi vé. Hon nita cac thit trong do, khong c6 mot nam nira nam thi khong
nghién ctru ra dugc gi dau. Thu hoach hom nay thu'c ra ciing khong té, it nhat chung ta ciling
biét dwoc phwong hwéng, mot dau méi rd rét nhat ma lai bi chiing ta bé sét.”

Trac M6c Cwong Ba néi: “Thay mudn néi dén C6 Cach?”

Gido sw Phuong Tan gat dau: “Um, mac du noi toi khong biét 16 lich s C6 Cach cho lam,
nhung toi van biét mot it vé cai vuong triéu da tiéu vong ay. Trong khi nghién ctru Ve Bac Ba La
than miéuy, ching ta chi cha trong dén dleu tra nguon goc va tinh chan thuc ctia né, nguoc lai
b6 quén mat qua trinh tim ki€ém dau méi cta Stanley.”

Trac Méc Cudng Ba nhin 6ng véi &nh mat thic mic, gido sw Phwong Tan lién mim cwdi néi:
“Str thi A Ly vuong, A Ly vuong, khong phai la C6 Cach -vuong hay sao? Hon nita toi nho Liv
Canh Nam noi vuong triéu C6 Cach dén tan thé ky muoi bay moi bi diét vong. Thoi dai ma
Stanley diéu tra vé Bac Ba La than miéu chi cach thoi gian Co Cach vuong triéu bi tiéu diét cé
hon hai trdim nidm, nhitng nghé nhan hat noi truyén miéng kia hoan toan cé thé nhé dwoc mot
lwong 16n noi dung lién quan t&i st thi Co Cach.”

Nghe giao sw Phuong Tan nhic nh&, Trac Moc Cuong Ba ciing suic nh¢ ra. Ga thét 1én mot
tleng “Al cha, toi that ngu qua, thay gido, dang 18 toi cling phai nghi t&i roi chtt, ching phai da
nodi tién than cia vuong triéeu Co Cach chinh la vuong triéu Twong Hung hay sao? Vuong trleu
Twong Hung chinh la noi ch1en ngao sinh ra. Thay gido cling tirng noi, tat cd cac sy kién lich st
déu cd lién quan dén nhau ca. T6i ding la ho do, tai sao ldc nay lai khong nghi ra chit.”

Giao sw Phuwong Tan thoang ngan nguoi, ban than 6 6ng cling tung tranh luan voi Trac Moc
Cwong Ba vé van dé vung dat sinh ra chién ngao. Dua vao cac tu liéu ma gido sw Phuong Tan
dang co trong tay, ngoai trir cac vung noi tiéng veé cho ngao nhuw Ha Khuc, bang Hang, Ngoc
Thy, khap cao nguyén Thanh Tang rai rdc nhirng giéng ngao cua riéng ting vung cung voi cac
truyen thuyet lién quan dén cho ngao nita. Nhung trong nhitng truyen thuyét ma 6ng da khao
sat, chua tung nghe nhic dén ché ngao Twong Hung bao gicd. C6 1é n6 da bi lich str hoan toan
nuét chirng, hodc c6 kha nang da bi dai kim diéu trong tin ngudng cua nguoi Tuwong Hung che
khuat, cling co thé & do khong hé c6 ché ngao. Giao sw Phwong Tan co phan nghiéng ve gia
thuyet cuoi cung hon, béi vi 6ng tirng dén Trat Pat, & dé toan dat la dat, cat bay da chay, nhin

chang khac gi vung, bién chét La B6 Bacl) ca. Theo nhw mot dong nghiép cua dng, thi do la mot
noi den co cling chang thé nao moc duoc, nén rét cudc con nguoi bo di hét, v6 s0 phao dai nam
gitra vung doi go déu tré thanh nhitng phao dai chét, trong rong. Mac du gido sw Phwong Tan
cling biét vuong trieu C6 Cach bi diét vong bdi mot tran chién, song dng cling cho rang nguoi
déng nghiép ciia minh ndi rat cé ly, hoan canh tw nhién ac nghlet noi day co 1é maéi la nguyén
nhan that sw cdc thanh bang tré nén hoang phé sau chién tranh nhw vay.

Thé nhwng, khi Trac Moc Cu'o'ng Ba tran tré hirng khéi néi véi glao sw rang Tuwong Hung la
noi 51nh ra chién ngao trong truyén thuyét, gido sw Phuong Tan ngan nguoi ra ngay tw cau dau
tién: “Thay gido, thay co biét khong, hai ngan nam truéc, Twong Hung la mot noi vo cung tuoi
dep, dat dai mau ma&, ciy c6i um tum, ho va bién diém Xuyet trén khap ca _vuong quoc nhu
nhitng vi sao trén troi. Cho ching toi co mot truyén thuyet ndi rang chinh viing dat tuyét dep
dy la noi chién ngao 1an dau bwéc chan 1én vii dai lich stk...

ve truyen thuyet chién ngao, Trac Moc Cuong Ba dd mo d4u bang mot cdu nhu thé. T khi
con rat nho ga da nghe mot 6ng gia trong lang ké roi, nhung dén khi ga thuc sy mudn tim hiéu
truyén thuyét vé vung dat sinh ra chién ngao nay, 6ng gia kia da qua doi tir 1au. Vi vay, Trac
Moc Cuong Ba cling khong biét tai sao lai bdo Twong Hung la noi san sinh ra chién L ngao. Giao
sw Phuwong Tan cho rdang ga nho nham, hai ngudi vi chuyén ndy ma tranh luan mai khéng ra
dwoc két qua gi.



Giao sw Phuong Tan lic lac dau, day lai la mot truyen thuyet vinh vién khong thé nao xac
dinh duoc. Ong noéi voi Trac Moc Cudng Ba: “Pé t6i nghién clru dong tw liéu nay that ky da.
Trong day nhat dinh c6 thé tim dwoc nhitng thir hitu dung cho chiing ta.”



Mat tu (1)
Trac Moc Cuong Ba dua tu liéu cho gido sw Phuong Tan, roi hoi: Thay gido, lan nay tro Ve,

toi cwr cam thay c6 gi d6 khong 6n 1am, nhung lai khong biét 13 chuyén gi khong 6n, thay cé thé
giai thich dwoc khong?”

Giao su Phuong Tan hién tir v nhe 1én vai ga, n6i: “T6i biét tAm trang hién tai cia cAu nhu
thé nao roi. Trong long cdu dang chat chita nghi hodc ddy thoi.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba tho dai: "Bung vay, toan bo sy viéc nay da tro nén hoan toan khac han
nhiing gi to6i nght lic ban dau. Tré vé tir chdu M§, t6i cdm thdy vo cling mét mai. Sao lai nhu
vay nhi?”

Gido sw Phuwong Tan néi: “Béi vi vai tro cua cdu da bién chuyen Tt khi cAdu cAm tdm anh kia
dén tim toi, tat ca déu la ching ta ty tham do, phat hién, tim klem Thé nhwng, ké tir khi toi va
cau gia nhap doi ngi duoc huan luyen dac b1et nay, vai tro ctia cdu da tir chii dong bién thanh
bi dong. Tw do to1i gio ching ta déu tiép nhan nhing bai huan luyen voi do kho rat cao, con
viéc tim ki€ém phat hién Bac Ba La than miéu & dau da giao hét cho ngwoi khac thuc hlen
Chung ta chi la mot phan ti trong ca cai to chitc nay, cling giong nhu Truong Lap, Nhac Duong,
Ba Tang, va ca Man Man nita, dong thoi quyen quyét sach va quyén chu dong da cham dit
khong con ndm trong tay cdu nita roi. C6 rat nhleu chuyén bon ho khong hé noi cho ching ta
biét, nhu vay, ching ta lai cang bi dong hon, cdm gidc nhw thé minh 1a con réi bi ngudi khac
dleu khién trong tay vay. Chang han 1dy hanh dong trong rung nguyén sinh lan nay lam vi du,
néu ciu khoéng bao toi, thi toi cling khong khac gi cau, di hét ca hanh trinh ciing khong biét
dwoc muc dich thit sw ctia chuyén di, cdm thiy u u cac cac khong hiéu g1 hét.”

Trac Moc Cuwong Ba néi: “Gior con dd, c6 ta da ndi hét véi chiang ta roi.”

_Gido su Phwong Tan ngudc nhin Trac Moc Cwong Ba voi dnh mat rat dlen cam: “Vay cau cho
rang cau da nghe duoc nhirng gl roi?” Gido sw vd vo 1én dong tw liéu, “Cau nghi rang dong tw
liéu nay, tinh ludn ca phin cau khong 1y dwoc kia, c6 bao nhiéu phan tram la khong thé tim
duoc trén Internet? Con thir ching ta thuc sw can phai biét, 1a Co Cdch kim thw va thong tin
trong truc quyen c6 Lir CAnh Nam doé néi duoc bao nhiéu? Thu'c ra, cau ¢ trén thwong trueong
nhiéu nam nhw vay roi, chic cling phai h1eu duoc diém nay chit, long nguoi kho do, dac biétla
mot nhom nhw ching ta day, muon tiép xic v&i bi mat tAim cé nhw Bac Ba La than miéu, toi c6
thé khing dinh 1a ho van gitr thai do hoai nghi mot cach thién y yvoi tat ca cac thanh vién trong
nhém chung ta. P6i véi bat cir ai cling khong thé tin hoan toan, , nhung ciing khong thé khéng
tin, quan hé gitta nguoi voi nguoi chinh la nhu vay do, khong giong nhw thai do xt sy lic binh
thu'o'ng cua cqu dau. Cau qua dé dang tin nhiém mot nguwdi nao dé, day chinh 1a nhuroc diém
16m ctia cau ddy, Cwong Baa.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba budn buc néi: “Nhwng ma, tdi van cho rang néu da dé ching ta tham gia
vao tap thé nay, it nhleu ho ciing sé cho ching ta biét mot s6 chuyén. Khong pha1 vdy sao? Néu
nghi ngo hiém ky ca chung ta, vay thl lam sao ching ta c6 thé dat dugc yéu cau va muc dich
cua ho ch&? Toi nh¢ Sean da tung noi, trong hoan canh hiém nguy, con ngudi can phal heu
mang vi nhau thi méi song sot dugc, néu tat ca déu cir khu khw gitr Idy mang minh, moi nguoi
b6 chat lai véi nhau, réi cudi cung chang ai s6ng sot noi dau.”

Gido sw Phwong Tan lic dau: ¢ “Trong hoan canh hiém nguy thi nhw vdy, nhung ma, sau khi ra
khoi hiém canh thi sao chtr? Con nguoi, ai chang c6 tAm tu, glong nhw nhdm chung ta vay, cau,
muodn tim T Ky Lan, con bon ho, mu6n tim Bac Ba La than miéu, muc dich hai bén khac nhau,
song phuong huong th1 twong dong vi vay nén moi di cung véi nhau. Néu néi & khu vuc phu
can Bac Ba La thin miéu 'khong thé tim dwoc T Ky Lan, hodc 1a noi c6 T Ky Lan khong thé
nao c6 Bac Ba La than miéu, vay thi, cau va ho cé di chung mot dwdrng nita hay khong?”

Trac M6éc Cwong Ba lam bam: “Viy bay gio phai lam sao? To6i cdm thaiy thwe sw rat kho chiu.”
Gido sw Phwong Tan chin thanh néi: “Long nguoi, thdy déu hwdéng vé cai thién ca, néu ciu



khong thé phan doan mot nguoi la tot hay xau, vay thi hay thtr tin & bon ho di, trir phi ho thurc
sy gay nhiing chuyén vo cung bat loi v&i ciu. Xét tinh hinh trwdc mat, vaoi tw lleu chung ta nam
trong tay va ning luc cia ca nhém, dich thuc 1a khong du dé tim kiém T Ky Lan. Vi vay, diéu
chiing ta nén lam ldc nay, chinh la hoc hoi nhiéu hon, quan sat nhiéu hon, suy nght nhiéu hon.
[t nhat gior chung ta ciling da biét rang c6 mot nhom nguoi chuyén nghiép cung cap cho ching
ta nhitng nguon tin nhanh nhay nhat, dang tin cay nhat, c6 sw giup d6 nay cia ho, chung ta sé
giong nhu dung trén vai nguoi khong 16 thu thap thoéng tin vay, tién 1én trén con duong da
duoc nguoi di trwde lat san gach da, chuyén nay chi co loi chir khong co hai. Thurc ra, tir lc gia
nhap vao nhém huin luyén dac blet nay, 6 hai chuyén da ndm ngoai dw 11eu cua toi. Th nhat
chinh la t6i khong ngo cau lai dap &ng nhanh va dé dang nhu vdy, ma t6i con cho rang néu ciu
da dap tng, vay thi chic cling biét sau dé cuc dién sé nhw thé nao, gio xem ra thi lic a ay cau
cling khong suy nghi nhiéu dén thé. Th hai, toi khong ngo nha nuwéc lai chap thuan chuyen
nay nhanh nhu vdy, gio' nght lai, thi ra day chi Ia trung hop ma thoi, néu chang phai ltc 4y nha
nwoc cling co y nay, tai liéu chung ta trinh lén kia, chi sg ntra ndm mot nam cting khong duoc
xem xét dau.” Gido sw Phlrcmg Tan vuét vuot téc, tram ngam noi ti€p, “Con nita, d6i véi nhém
huin luyén dic biét cia chung ta, t6i lu6n co mot dy cam chang lanh, c6 1€ mot ngay nao do...
dwong nhién, t6t nhat 1a ngay ay dwng bao gi¢r dén thi hon.”

Trac MOc Cuong Ba biét, y gido sw Phuong Tan mudn ndi la, c6 1 mot ngay nao do trong
tuong lai, bon ho con chua da kha nang di tim Bac Ba La than miéu, cai nhém nay da bat ngo
giai tan roi, con bon ho thl bi da dit dudi di giong nhw nguwoi ta vt thir xi than vé dung. Gido su
Phuong Tén lai néi tiép: “Thé nao thi the, nhing thit hoc duoc ¢ ddy chung quy van co ich cho
cau, doi khi ching ta that sw nim dll’O’C cac ky xao dé, cho du ngay dy cé dén that, ching ta
cung c6 thé tw minh di tim kiém ma.” Gido sw nguoc nhin Trac Moc Cuong Ba, lai giai thich,

“Tw khi b1et dén Bac Ba La than mleu ching ta da chuin bi nhu vay roi, chung ta bat dau tur
than miéu trwéc, tim moét noi nhw vay, so vai truc ti€p diéu tra vé T Ky Lan thi de hon nhiéu,
thong tin cling co duoc ‘nhiéu hon. Bay gi®, da dén lic thwc hién k& hoach nay roi day, toi sé
thao luan vai cac chuyen gia trong hoi nghién ctru. Toi nghl sau sw kién Ian nay, bon ho ciing
khong tién gidu giém tat ca thong tin nhuw truéc nira dau.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba lai noi: “Phai roi, vé 'thong tin lién quan té1 tam ban do6 do, toi thay co ve
hoi khoa trwong qua thi phai. Khong hiéu t6i nghe lam sao ma ctr cam thay, theo nhw giao
quan ndi, hinh nhw Thé chién thit nhat, Thé chlen thir hai, ro6i Chién tranh Lanh X6 My, déu c6
quan hé mit thiét véi tAm ban do ay, diéu nay...

Giao su Phuwong Tan gat dau: “Pirng ndi la cau, ca toi ciing khong thé hoan toan tin twdng
duoc, qua ntra la nghe sai don sai, dan dén sau nay cang lic cang khoa 1 truong. Co diéu chung ta
cling c6 thé nghién ctru theo hlrcmg nay, chiang han nhw 6ng Hahn 81 do, néu co thé tim dwoc
ban do... Ngoai ra, dwa trén nhing thong tin hién nay, Ben Merkin va nguoi cua hin duong nhu
khong don gian 1a chi tim kiém bau vat dau, véi kha nang tai chinh ctia han, khong can gi phai
mao hiém dich than tim kiém Bac Ba La than mleu bén trong nhit dinh con c6 nguyén nhan gl
khac.” Anh mét gido su Phu'crng Tan hién lén vé lanh €0, cham rai noi: “Mot nguyén nhan, ma
ching ta con chwa biét...

Trac Moc Cuong Ba lai khong nghi vay, hy vong tim dwoc tw liéu vé Hahn va ban do6 gi gi dé
that qua mong manh, ho'n nita dwong nhw cling qua xa voi so voi muc tiéu cua ho. Ga ben noi
lang sang chu da khac: “Dung roi, thay giao, thay néi xem, ching ta tw cho rang minh da hoc
dwoc rat nhiéu k§ nang sinh ton noi hoang da réi, nhung tai sao khoang cach véi gido quan lai
van lén dén thé?”

Gido sw Phwong Tan lac lac dau: “Khdng biét, 6 18 1a c6 4y da duoc huln luyén dac biét thé
nao do chang.”

“Huln luyén dac biét..” Trac Moc Cwong Ba lap lai hai [an, dot nhién kéu 1én, “A, nhit dinh la
nhu vay!”

Khi lat ma A La ra khoi phong lam viéc ctia Lt CAnh Nam, 6ng nhan ra Trac Mdc Cudng Ba



dang du'ng ¢ bai tap, vay Vay tay chao minh. Ong lién buéec tdi, Trac Moc Cwong Ba truc tiép
hoi [udn: “Pai sw, gido quan tirng tiép nhan huin luyén mat tu phai khong?”

Lat ma A La c6 chudt kinh ngac, hoi: “Sao dot nhién cau lai nghi d&n van dé nay?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba khang dinh: “Béi vi trong lan hudn luyén bang rung nguyén sinh lan nay,
ca nhan t6i cho rang mot con nguoi binh thuong, c6 huin luyén the nao chang nira, kha nan
chiu dung va y chi cling khong du dé mot minh vuot qua rung sau. Ma toi con nho tién si Co
Tuan Nhan tirng néi, 6ng ay chi day gido quan mot s6 ky ndng co ban Ve sinh ton noi hoang da
va khao sat khoa hoc thoi, kha  nang chién dau va cac ban Iinh khéc ctia gido quan la hoc cua
danh sw khac, ma dai sw ngai ciing khong glong nguoi thuong, cong voi thuong ngay dai swva
gido quan tiép xuc tuong déi nhiéu, vi vdy tdi cho rang, gido quan ciing ting tiép nhan huin
luyén mat tu giong nhw dai sw vay. C6 phai thé khong? Pai swA La?”

Lat ma A La ngudc mat 1én thé dai: “Canh Nam la dé tr do dich than Chu Co dai sw truy‘én

day, néu nghiém khac xét boi phan toi 1a sw diét chia c6 dy. Co 4y 1a Cach tay) kiét xuit nhat
trong thé hé mit tu tré tudi do.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba ca murng, nao biét méat tu phin cap thé nao, 1ap tirc thanh khan néi: “Xin
hay cho toi tiép nhan huin luyén mat tu di, dai sw, toi c6 thé chap nhin bit c khido nghiém
nao.”

“Ha! Cau u?” Lat ma A La c6 ung dung dén may cling khong khoi thoang bién sac. ba qua bon
muoi tuoi réi con doi mat tu, xem ra Cuong Ba thi€u gia nay chang biét gl vé mat tu roi. Lat ma
A Laldy Iam khé xt hoi, “Cau c6 biét mat tu rét cudc 1a thé nao khong? Cudng Ba thidu gia?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba than nhién dap: “Khong biét, nhung t6i biét nd c6 thé khién toi tré nén
manh mé hon, khién t6i c6 kha nang chiu dung va nghl lyc hon nguoi.”

Lat ma A La phi cuoi thot 1én: “Tat nhién roi, kha nang chiu dung va nghi luc von da la thi co
s& nhat cua mat tu ma, wm.. .néu Cuong Ba thidu giaco himg thu véi mat tu, toi co thé cho cau
biét mot s6 viéc lién quan dén madt tu. Mat tu tuyén lya nhan tai hét strc nghiém khic, nguoi c6
tw cach mat tu chung toi goi 1a BOi Ca, BOi Ca ¢ tw cach tién hanh mat tu. Cac ting nhan Céach

L6 phai cta ba ngdi chua lon ¢ Lhasa cin phai tu hét Ngii bd dai luin ctia Hién tongf—l hoan
thanh khao hach mé&i c6 thé tién hanh tu luyén mat tu. Khao 'hach dwa theo ding cdp ma chia
thanh Lat nhién ba, Thé nhién ba, LAm trai va Pa nhién ba (hoic goi 1a Nhat nhién ba). Bon
dang cap nay goi chung la Cach tay, cac tang nhan da dat duoc hoc vi Cach tay néu tlep tuc hoc
tap tai hoc vién M4t tong, thi goi 1a Trac nhan ba, tir day dan dan tang lén Cach qua, Ong tic,
Kham bg, Kham to, Ha tw khudc kiét hodc Giang tu khuwoc kiét, hai cai sau thudc vé Cam don
tri ba (glao chd ctia Cach Lo phai) sau khi xuat thé cé thé luan luu thang nhiém, dwoc hudng
vinh du toi cao, sau khi chét con c6 tw cdch lam Hoat Phit chuyén thé.”

bay la lan dau tién Trac Moc Cwong Ba nghe noi, trong mat tu con c6 phan biét dang cip
nghiém khac nhw vy, bén hoi: “Vay dai sw & dang cAp nao?”

Lat ma A La mim cuoi: “Né6i ra that hé then, tdi mat tu dd ndim muwoi bay niam, dén gi®r van
chi la Cach qua thoi.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba ngo ngan xudt thin, Cich qua da lgi hai nhw vay roi, néu tu dén Kham bo
gi gi d6, vay thi sé thé nao nira.

Lat ma A La nghiém mat noi: “Mat tu, thuc chat chinh la khiéu chién v&i cuc han ctia ban
than, khong ngirng khiéu chién cuc han, khong ngung vuot qua chinh minh, phat huy y chiva
kha nang chiu dung dén cwc han. Néi ra thi c6 vé huyén do khé giai thich, thu'c ra néu giai thich
theo tri thirc khoa hoc hién dai, chinh 1a théng qua mat tu, dé diéu chinh noi hoan canh, tic
mdi tredng bén trong co thé minh.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba 16 ro vé hoang mang. Lat ma A La lai giai thich: “Khac voi y hoc, nhitng
ngudi tu luyén mat tu nhw ching toi goi phan bén trong co thé minh 1a ndi hoan canh. Than



kinh con nguo1i, dai thé chia thanh hai hé théng lén, y hoc hién dai goi la than kinh dong vat va
than kinh thuc vat. Than kinh dong vat khién cho ¥ thitc cia cau c6 thé khong ché cac dong tac
toan than, chang han néi chuyén, dong tay dong chan, dao trong mat, tit ca nhitng thit nay déu
thuodc pham vi khong ché ctia than kinh dong vat; con than kinh thll’C vat, lai 1a hé thong khong
ché tw than cta cac khi quan trong co thé, khong chiu su khong ché cta ¥ chi, chang han nhw
tim dap, da day tiéu hoa, tiét kich thich t0, bat ké la cau co y thirc hay vo y thwc than kinh thuc
vat déu dam bao cho nhing khi quan ay tlep tuc van hanh, ching khong ché cac khi quan trong
co thé ciu. Trén thuc té, hai hé thong nay khong phai hoan toan tach roi, chung lién hé voi
nhau dé tao thanh mot chinh thé. Lay mot vi du nhe, trong bong dém, néu cam giac thay
chuyén gi dang sQ 13m, khi cau truyen nhu’ng thong tin vé tht minh nhin thay, thir minh nghe
thay, thir lan da cam nhan thay vé dai ndo, dai ndo sé& 1ap tirc khién co thé c6 _phan tng, than
kinh thuc vat bat dau van hanh, hormon tuyén thuong than (adrenalin) sé tiét ra nhiéu hon,
khién tim cau dap nhanh hon, dong ttr dan lon. Pong tir dan 16n, 13 dé gidp ciu c6 thé thu nhan
nhiéu dnh sang hon trong bong to1, nhin thay nhiéu thit hon; tim dap nhanh hon, dé cho mau
tran day dudng khi, dwa dén khap c4c vi tri toan than, khién co bap clia ciu diy xung lwc, bt
clr lic nao ciing co thé& xuat ra mot lwong dong nang i6m dé chay t trén hodc phan khang, than
kinh dong vat va than kinh thuc vat da diéu tiét voi nhau nhuw vay dé khién than thé cau cé
phan &ng t6t nhat trong cic moi tredng khac nhau.”

Trac Méc Cwong Ba c6 ve nira h1eu ntra khong, lang nghe rat cham chd. Lat ma A La thé dai
noi: “Pang tiéc, con nguoi lai qua y lai vao than kinh dong vat, ma bé mac cho than kinh thuc
vat tu hoat dong, chang bao gio quan tam dén su hai hoa gitta cac ndi quan trong co thé, chi
khi nao gap van dé thi méi dén gap bac si. Cai goi la mat tu, chinh la thong qua sw bién dsi
hoan canh cua con nguoi va su thay doi hd hdp, mé ra canh ctra gitta y thirc va than kinh thuc
vat, khién y thirc ctia cau co thé truc t1ep khong ché than kinh thwc vat cua cau. €6 rat nhiéu
thir dé tu tam dudong tinh, thuc ra déu cing mot nguyén ly, ching han nhw khi cong, yoga, déu
thong qua tiép Xuc voi tw nhién va diéu chinh hé hap dé dat dwoc muc dich thay doi noi hoan
canh, thong qua cai thién noi hoan canh ma khién than thé dat dwoc hai hoa bén trong va bén
ngoai, ti€n dén hoan thién, day méi 1a khée manh thuc su. CO rat nhiéu nguoi nhin bé ngoai co
ve cuwong trang, thwc ra néi hoan canh lai la mét m¢ ho do, lic nao cling ¢ trong trang thai ntra
khée manh ma chinh ho ciing khong hé hay biét, bat ct Iic no cling c6 thé bi bénh tit quay
nhiéu. Bay gio, cdu hay jJam theo t6i néi, hit vao.. tlep tuc hit vao... cam giac 16ng nguc cau mo
rong, cau con h1t duoc nhleu khong khf hon nita.. ti€p tuc, khong dwoc nglrng... dwoc roi, nin
thé di... 6 1én... ¢ 1én nita...

Theo yéu cau cla lat ma A La, Trac Moc Cuong Ba hit vao day mot bung khong khi, ntra phut
sau thi bat dAu mat do tia tai. Lat ma Alalai noi: “Puoc roi... gior bat dau thé ra, chim cham...
chim chim théi... c6 gang giam toc do thd ra cha ciu... glong nhw cam giac con gié nhe mua
xuan thoi qua miéng cau vay, tw tir thoi, khong ngung...” Trac Moc Cwong Ba vuon o0 ra, the
mot cach khé nhoc, cudi cung cling khong thé gwong dwoc, tic nghen néi: “T6i sdp, khong dwoc
roi!”

Lat ma A La lai néi: “T6t, dung hét strc Iuc ciia ciu, hit manh vao mot hoi, thé ra nhanh, tho
ra nhanh, thé ra toan bd that nhanh. Lai mot lAn nira, hit manh 1ap tirc tho ra, duoc roi, gio cau
da hoi phuc lai h6 hap binh thuong rdi day.” Lat ma A La mim cudi héi Trac Moc Cuong Ba:

“Cam giac lic nay thé nao?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba néi: “Pau hoi vang mot chit.” Lat ma A La lai hdi: “Con gi nita?” Trac Moc
Cwong Ba no6i: “Tim dap nhanh hon!”

Lat ma A La noi: "bay chinh la mot ky thuat can ban cia mat tu, glong nhu yoga hay khi cong
vay, thong qua hit tho khién ndi hoan canh ctia con ngudi thay dsi. DBuong nhién, thi toi yira
day cau khong phai thuat tho nap thuc sy, chang qua chi la mét vi du don glan dé cau biét rang,
bang cach thay doi than kinh dong vat co thé diéu chinh than kinh thuc vat dua ra nhirng thay
doéi twong tng ma thoi, sau nay khong can phai thtr nira ddu. Mat tu cua chung toi, chinh la
khang cu lai tat ca nhu‘ng mé hodc ngoai tai, diéu chinh thin tdm té&i canh gioiy thirc c6 the
khong ché dwoc. N6i mot cach don gian, chinh la hoc cach khong ché nhip tim va mach dap cua



minh, khong ché nhu dong cua da day, khong ché hwéng va téc do huyét mach; tu luyén dén
trinh d6 twong doéi cao, c6 thé tw khong ché cac khép xwong tach roi hodc két hop, khéng ché
chat dich trong co thé bai tiét hay hap thu, khéng ché tat cd cac cdm gidc ma kich thich bén
ngoai giy ra doi v&i than thé.”

Trac M6c Cwong Ba hoi: “Vay con tu luyén téi ting cao hon nira thi sao?”

Lat ma A La thoang giat minh, 1am bam: “Khong biét, toi chi nghe dén trinh do  tuong doi cao

ma thdi, con cao hon nita... tdi chuwa ting nghe dén bao gio!” Dong thoi 6ng cling tham nhu:

“Hinh nhw minh cling chua tirng nghi dén vin dé nay thi phai, rét cuéc Cwong Ba thiéu gia
dang nghi gi vay?”

Trac Moc Cu'ong Ba mirng r& thét: “T6t qua roi, téi cdm thiy mat tu dang la hét sirc can thiét
v&i minh day.”

Lat ma A La néi: “Khi cong tho nap dé dudng sinh, glong nhw qua trinh tir dé dén kho, tir nhe
t&éi ndng, dan da tang cwdng ren luyén cwong héa than thé, hong khang cu lai bénh tat; yoga lay
ho hap de di dwdng tinh than thong qua sy t1ep xuc voi tw nhién ciia tam linh khién long nguoi
rong mé, tam tinh vui vé, hong tiéu trir mét moi, khién than thé khé mic bénh hon; con mat tu
ching t6i, lai thong qua nhumg phuong cach tan khéc, dung than Xac khiéu chién véi tw nhién
khong ngung thay doi, twa nhu mot liéu thu6c manh, hong mot dao cit hét nhirng nhan td nguy
hiém dé gdy bénh tat trong co thé di. Khi cong va yoga la nhlrng tht ai ai cling luyén dworc, boi
vi luyén tap chung déu tir dé dén phitc tap, tuan ty nhi tién, luyén duoc thi dé, nhwng luyen
thanh thi khé; con mat tu lai Ia thir khong phai ngwoi nao ciing co thé luyen du'crc mon nay la
dung thu doan sdm sét, vira bat dau da thong qua dao thai tw nhién dé Iwa chon nguoi cé thé
chat dd tiéu chuan, nguoi nao khong dat yéu cau, thwong thi tir lac nhap mén chon lva da mac
day minh bénh tat, ca doi ciing khé khoi, hon nita, con nguy hiém t&i tinh mang nita. Cho du ¢
thé vuot qua chon lwa, cac bai huan luyen sau nay cung déu theo phwong thirc bic thang, bat
ctr lic ndo ciing ¢ kha nang nga tan xwong nat thit ddy.”

Trac M6c Cwong Ba kinh ngac thot 1én: “Nguy hiém thé co a?”

Lat ma A La néi: “Than kinh thuc vat tuan theo tw nhién, con ngwoi mat tu ching toi, dé dat
dén canh gioi dung y thirc khong ché& than kinh thuc vat, buéc dau tién phai lam chmh 1a di
nguoc lai voi tw nhién, co rat nhiéu ngwoi khong thé vuot qua duoc ctra nay, hau qua v0 cung
dang so. Toi lay mot vi du don gian nhé, ting c6 mot thanh nién khée manh muon tham gia
mat tu, ching to6i da ti€n hanh khao nghlem Nga quy dao voi anh ta, cu cling blet roi diy, con
nguoi doéi thi muon an, day 1a mot phan tng sinh ly tw nhién, cai goi 1a Nga quy dao, chinh la
chong lai con doi. Ai 1ngo dugc, moi co bon tiéng dong ho, anh ta da khong chiu noi ma lan ra
chét, mac du chiung t6i da toan lu'c cap clru, song cudi cung ciing khong thé nao ctiru noi.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba nghi hodc héi: “Sao ma thé dwoc? Chong lai con doi thi don gian thoi ma,
du 12 ngwoi binh thwong nhin an bén ndm tiéng dong hé ciing khong c6 van dé gi 1én ma?”

Lat ma A La cwoi khd mot tié€ng: “Cau cho rang khao nghiém Nga quy dao don gidn nhw ciu
twdng twong hay sao?”



Mat tu (2)

Trudc anh mit hoai nghi cua Trac Moc Cuong Ba, lat ma A La cham rdi giai thich: “Ban nang
doi khat hoan toan khong phai bat nguon tir thoi quen may tiéng dong ho an mot bira. Cam
giac doi khat cta con nguoi la mot qua trinh sinh ly hét strc phitc tap. Cau cling biét day, con
nguoi khong nging van dong, cho du la cau ng01 cau nam yén bit dong, tim cdu cling van dap,
mau cau van chay... Van ~dong cua ching can nhu’ng gl ch¥? Can nang lvgng. Con nhiing thu
ching ta an, mot phan sé chuyen héa thanh nang luong can thiét cho cac co quan kia. Truoéc
tién 13 tir 16m thanh nhd, roi nho hon nira, cudi cing thanh carbohydrate va dua téi cac co quan
trong co thé. Do hoat don cda té bao, carbohydrate sé phan giai thanh cac vat chit nhuw
carbon, hydro, oxy dé co thé dot chay, giai phong nhiét nang. Khi than thé dung hét ning luong
do thirc dn cung cap, né s& nho than kinh thuc vat phat tin hiéu voi dai ndo, bao hiéu doi. Lic
ay, cac co quan trong khap co thé sé phatra tin hiéu mét méi, hét dong luc, da day trong khong
ngung phat ra tin hiéu doi 14 day chd tréng, rudt khong ngung nhu dong cling phat ra tin hiéu
ki€m viéc. Vi vay, cdu sé thay toan than khong con chut strc luc nao, vl vay, cau sé thay doi
bung, vi vay, cau sé thay bung da s6i 1én t ung uc. Ma khado nghlem Nga quy dao ctua nguoi tham
gia mat tu chung toi chinh 13, trong khi cau dang déi, yéu cau cau cham cham chay xung quanh
mot cai ban tron, trén mat ban lai khong ngirng dat 1&n cAc mén An vira méi ra 1o ma cau thich
an nhat...

“Ha..” Trac Moc Cuong Ba kéu toang 1én. Khao nghiém nhw vay khong phai hoi qua tan khoc
hay sao? Nhin doi chay bo, lai con phal nhin nhirng moén an thom ngon nhit, hon nita chi cin
véi tay ra la 1dy duoc. Yéu cau déi véi y chi qua that qua cao, c6 thé kién tri bon tiéng dong ho,
dich thuc 1a da dat dén cuc han sinh 1y roi, thé nhung, lam sao ma lai chét dwoc co chit?

Lat ma A La lai néi tlep “Thirc dn sé lién tuc thay d6i dé dam bao tinh twoi ngon va cam giac
kich thich d&i véi thi giac va vi giac cua cau. Ma nguoi dang doi, do phan ung sinh Iy ban nang,
da day sé tiét ra dich vi, d6 1a mot loai acid c6 do pH bang 1. Trong da day c6 mot 1op niém mac
sé bao vé cho da day clia cau khong bi loal acid nay dn mon, thé nhung, néu ctr nhin déi mai,
lam da day tiép tuc tiét ra nhiéu acid hon...

Trac Moc Cuong Ba tron tron mat 1én, glo' gd da biét lat ma A La mudn noéi gi véi minh. Lat
ma A La néi véi giong tiéc thuong vo han “Than 0i, chang thanh nién d6 mdc du co strc chlu
dung rat tot, nhung lai khong thé nao khong ché du‘oc ndi tang ctia minh. Khi ching toi mo
khoang bung cua cau ay, noi tang cua cau ay da co mot phan ba bi acid do da day cau ay ti€t ra
a}r: mhon heﬁ roi. Nguyén nhan cai chét clia cau 4y, c6 thé néi la... chét vi doi khat, tw cau dy da an
chinh minh!”

Lat ma A La nhin thang vao guong mdt tai xanh, chim ngdp trong n01 so cta Trac Moc Cuong
Ba, cham rai buong tirng chit mot: “Cho du nhw vay, cdu van con mudn tié€p nhan huan luyén
mat tu phai khong?”

Mot hoi lau sau, Trac Méc Cworng Ba méi ngan nglr ma kién quyét néi: “T6i chap nhin!”
Lat ma A La nhiu déi 1dng may, luéng lw néi: “Néu Cuong Ba thleu gia van kién tri... chiing toi
c6 thé tién hanh mot thwe nghiém nhd, thir xem nghi luc clia cau, cau thay thé nao?”

Nghe Trac Moc Cuong Ba n6i mudn tham gia mat tu, may ngudi bon Trwong Lap, Nhac
Dwong déu cé vii nhiét tinh, con Lit CAnh Nam thi ngay tir dau da lic dau thé dai. Noi dung lat
ma A La chuén bi cho Trac Moc Cuong Ba khao nghiém la mot bai khao sat nhap mén cta mat
tu, chong lai con budn ngt.

Theo yéu cau cua 6ng, Trac Moc Cuong Ba phai thirc trang mot dém, hon nira con phai bo cui
sudt ca dém 4y, sang som ngay hom sau, trong anh mat ddi theo clla moi ngudi, ga buéc vao
mot gian nha da ma lat ma A La da chon san.

Lat ma A La néi: “Con nguoi ai cling can phai ngli, néu khon ngu s& dan dén mot loat cac r01
loan cong ning sinh ly. Bai kiém tra nay khong thé gitip co thé cau tré nén khong biét mét moi



la gi, ma chi kiém tra xem co thé cia ciu trong trang thai mét moi c6 thé gitr tinh tdo dwoc bao
nhiéu lau ma thoi.”

Day la mot gian nha d4, lat ma A La da st dung thu phép dac biét trén cac cra s6, trong
phong van c6 khong khi luu thong, nhung tuyét khong co chut anh sang nao, dong ctra lai, thi
ca mot am thanh rat nho ciing khong nghe thay dwoc. Trac Mdc Cuong Ba b1 troi vao mot cot
da gitra phong, nghe noi cam giac birc bach nay co thé khién nguoi ta tinh tdo hon. Trén dinh
dau g3, lat ma A La da dat mot cuc nwéc da, con gitra ga va ciy cot da, lai cAch mét 16p chan
bong day ma vd cling ém Ai.

Lat ma A La diin do Trac Moc Cuong Ba: “Sau khi t61 dong ctra, 0 day sé tro thanh mot khong
gian kin tdi om va khong cé tleng dong, trong hoan canh nhu vay, con budn ngu cua cau seé
dang lén manh nhat, nhung vi cdu dang dung lai con bi troi nita, nén ciing van c6 thé diéu chinh
murc do6 cang thang clia than thé dé khang cu. Hon nira, bén trén chiéc cot d4 nay con c6 mot
cuc nudc da, woe chung cir nira tiéng lai c6 mot L giot nwoc lanh tan ra, chay xudng dinh dau cau
dé giup cau hung phan tinh than Ngoai ra, ciu cling co thé dung cach dém giot nudc chay
xuong dé xac dinh thoi gian cau ¢ day. Trén tay trai cua cau c6 deo mot thiét bi cdm ing, cau
khong cin phal dung strc, chi cin dé ngén tay cham vao thiét bi ay 14 dwoc roi. Khi ndo cau
hoan toan mat y thikc, cling ¢ nghia la da roi vao trang thai ngu sau, ngdn tay roi khoi thiét b1
cam ung mot thoi gian, chung toi sé biét ngay, canh ctra cling tw dong mé ra, dé xem cau c6 thé
kién tri dwoc bao lau nhé, Cwong Ba thi€u gia, chic cau may man.

Canh ctra da dong lai, trong khong gian bit kin nhu bung 3 ay, khong c6 am thanh, khong co
anh sang, chi c6 tleng thé binh tinh khoan thai ctia chinh ban than minh. Luc méi bat dau, Trac
Méc Cuong Ba van con gitr dugce sy tinh tao, thé nhung cdp mat g nhin vao bdéng t6i chua
duoc bao 1au da thdy mét méi vo ngan, mi mit ning né nhu mudn sup xuéng.

Trac Moc Cuwong Ba khong khoi nhé dén 1o lat ma A La da néi: “Mat nguoi ta mot khi mé ra,
sé khong ngirng lam viéc, no sé khong ngirng tim kiém, thu thap cac thong tin co thé truyen vé
cho dai ndo, trong béng tdi tuyét doi va khi chéi 10a, khong thé tim duoc bat cir tin hiéu nao, n6
sé bai cong. Khi o trong bong toi, den lac cap mat mét moi téi do khong thé mé ra duorc, hay
nhiam mat lai, bang khong, c thé sé gy ra mu loa do.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba nham mat lai, mic du van dang ding, nhung ga da hoan toan san sang de
ngu. Trong tinh thé nay, gitt cho du'crc than tri tinh tao that con khé khan gap boi. Ga van con
cam giac, ngdn tay cai van datlén thlet bi cam &ng dang tiép xtc kia, nhung con budn ngu nang
né khong ngung ap tdi, cam giac cia ga voi moi truong xung quanh dang din dan bién mat
Trac Moc Cuwong Ba twa ho nhw lai tré vé rung Mang Xa, trong khu rirng vang lang toi tam ay, u
am, lanh l&o, khong mot chat anh sang, ca gio ciing ngu'ng thoi. Thé nhung, cam gidc so hai
kinh hoang 4 ap toi, ga khéng ngung canh cao chinh minh: "Khéng duwoc ngu, nhat dinh phai ra
khoi day, nhat dmh khong duoc ngu.” bung, phai kién tri dén cung, nhat dinh khong dwoc ngt,
Trac Mdc Cudng Ba lic 1c dau, da thay ngam ngam dau, dau 6c ndng né kho ta.

Ciing khong biét bao lau sau, Trac Mdc Cuong Ba lai mo mat ra, b6n bé van t6i den nhu muec,
khong khi mat rwoi, mot chit khi lanh tir 16 m{i hit x6c vao ph01 hoi nong lai tw ph01 thé ra,
bay gio Trac Moc Cu'crng Ba m&i hiéu ra, dung y that su khi lat ma A La troi gd vao cot dala gi.
Néu con c6 thé ctr dong tay chan, hoat dong cho thw gidn gan cOt, tw tao ra cam giadc dau don
cho co thé, nhat dinh sé khang cu lai dwcrc v6i con buon ngu, nhng cai tu thé khong thé nhtc
nhich nhu thé ndy, vira hay lai théa man yéu ciu cta gidc ngd. Ga ngang dau 1én, trén dau cliing
t01 tdm mu mit, khéng nhin thay gi het Trac Méc Cwong Ba tham nhu: Chang pha1 da noi ctr
ntra tleng l1a c6 moét giot nwére lanh ré Xuong co ma? Sao lau nhu thé roi ma Van chang c6 dong
tinh gl vay?” Bbng nhién, gd swc nho ra mot cau khac ciing do lat ma A La noi: “Trong bong toi,
nguoi ta s€ mau chong mat di cdm giac vé thoi gian, bong toi sé noi vdi cau, trén the gioi nay,
von la chang c6 thoi gian.” Trac Moc Cuong Ba tham kinh hoang trong long ‘Lé nao minh cam
thdy da rat 1au roi, thuc ra maéi ch1 cO muoi may phut, con chua toi nwra tleng dong ho thoi
sao?” Loj lat ma A La van vang vang bén tai: “V&i mot glac ngu ngon, cau sé thiy vira mao1i
nhim mat vao, m& mit ra troi da sdng; con mot gidc ngli mét moi, ciu sé tran troc khong yén,



twdng chirng nhw da 1au 1dm roi, nhung sao trén bau troi dém van nhip nhdy, twa hé nhu thoi
gian va khong gian dang dong dac lai vay.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba lai chan nan nham mat lai, that khong ngo, cai goi la khiéu chlen voi cuc
han clia con nguoi, chua néi dén nhin an nhin uong, chi don gian 1a khiéu chién véi gidc nga
thoi da khé khan nhu vay roi. Day cling méi chi 12 mot bai kiém tra chirng nhan tw cach mang
tinh thr nghiém, néu cd moét bai ki€m tra nhé nay ma cting khong thé kién tri vurot qua, n6i dén
mat tu lam gi ntta? Qua kinh ‘nghiém trong rung Mang Xa, Trac Moc Cwong Ba biét, can phai
dua vao cam giac dau don maéi xoa diu dwgc con budn ngu, nhung bay gio hai tay ga da bi troi
chit, sau lung con 16t mot lop chan bong day, Jam sao ma tao ra duwoc cdm giac dau dén bay
glo7 Trac Moc Clro'ng Ba can chdt moi dudi, trong m1eng xdc 1én moét mui mau tanh ndéng ndng,
vi man man, nudt vao hO’l ngon ngot ddc thi 4 dy, bat clr ai cling nhan ra dugc. Trac Moc Cuong
Ba nham mat tram tu: “Chay mau roi, minh da cdn mo6i dén chay mau roi a? Nhung sao khong
co cam giac dau don, sao ma nhe nhang, h3, chang 1€ minh sap ngu that roi?” Latma A La ting
ndi, “Ngwoi dang ngu sau, cho du lay kim cham cing khong tinh lai, vi y thirc ciia ngwoi do da
tw dong lai, tin hiéu truyen qua than kinh thuc vat dén dai ndo bi ngan tré, sé khong con cam
thay dau dén nira. Mot gidc ngli ngon, cling bang nhu tw tiém cho minh mot lidu thudc té vay.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba bat dau gat dau lia lia, ban than ga cling biét, ci ti€p tuc nhw vay khong
duor, thé nhung, tay chan va toan b6 co thé déu bit dau khong con nghe theo su diéu khién
cua gd nita, y thirc dang dan mo ho m& nhat. Pung liac nay, tua nhw mot miii kim dam thing
vao cOt song, cdm giac lanh thiu xwong ngay sau do lan téa di khap toan than, Trac Moc Cuong
Ba giat thot minh, dot nh1en khoi phuc lai sy tinh tao, nhé lai cam giac vira roi, ga biét, giot
nuoc lanh dy da roi xuéng gan huyét Dai truy cla m1nh Nhung chang bao 1au sau, nhiét do co
thé nhanh chong xua sach hoi lanh, lop chan mém 4m tao ra d6 ma sat nhe nhang cho lan da,
Trac Moc Cwong Ba da dung hét moi céch, song y thirc van cr bién mait ting chut tung chit
mot. That khong ngo;, ki€u bt ngor dung nuwoc lanh cho tinh nguoi nay lai giong nhu dem thé
Iic ra tiéu hao hét mot lwot, nguwoc lai cang dé mét mai budn ngti hon.

Khang cw lai cam giac budn ngu nay, giong nhuw dang dung hét strc lyc toan than giit thang
bang trén mot soi day thép, co d1eu bén duoi day thép kia khong phai 1a vuc sau tham tham,
ma Ja 16p chan bong day am, vo s6 gai dep, thirc dn & hé, mudn cam cw duoc 1au trén mot soi
day thép nhu thé, qua thuc 13 con khd khan hon 1&n troi gap boi.

Cudi cung Trac Mdc Cwong Ba ciing linh hdi dwoc y nghia tham ao cua mat tu, dong thoi cling
hiéu ra tai sao lat ma A La néi khéng phai ai ciing co thé tham gia huan luyen mat tu duoc.
Mudn khang cw lai dau don  khong hé kho, chi can mot trai tim kién dinh diing cam 1a duor, vay
nhung, muon chong lai sy am ap diu dang, strc nhan nai dy dung la khong phai ngwoi nao cling
lam noi. Khong biét di 1a lic nao, Trac Moc Cudong Ba cam thay trwdc mat minh sang birng 1én,
ga voi mo mat, chi thiy phia trudc lap 16a nhap nhoa, phai mot lic lau sau moi hoi phuc thi luc,
canh ctra da kla héa ra da bi mé ra réi! Trac Moc Cwong Ba mét moi guc dau xuéng, mdt cam
giadc mét mai xwa nay chua tirng c6 xam chiém khip co thé.

Trac Moc Cuong Ba dwgc Truong Lap va Nhac Duwong khiéng ra khoi gian nha da, chinh ban
than ga ciing khong thé nao tin noi, chi vi chong lai con budn ngi ma ga da tiéu hao hét ca thé
lyc. Nhin net mdt hai ngudi Trwong, Nhac co thé nhan thiy, bon ho rat thit vong truoc biéu
hién cta Trac Méc Clrong Ba. Dwéi anh maét troi, lat ma A La cwdi tum tim nhin ga, cdAm dong
ho tinh gidr trong tay néi: “Nam muwoi sau phit, kha 1dm, da 1a kha 13m roi.”

buong Man glup Trac Moc Cwong Ba lau vét mau trén khée miéng, xot xa héi: “Sao lai dén
nong noi nay?” Trac Moc Cwong Ba khong tra 1o co, chi tham nght bung: “Khong ngo chi cam
cw duoc c6 nam muoi sau phut, sao cam giac c nhw da & duéi dia nguc may nam roi vay.” Ga
dot nhién nhin thiy & phia xa xa, L&r Canh Nam dang di nguoc lai, bén héi: “Pai su, gido quan
cling tirng tiép nhan thir nghiém twong tw nhw vay réi a?”

Lat ma A La lic dau: “A, khong c6. bay la mot phwong phap chirng nhan tw cach do toi tyr nghi
ra khi méi bat dau mat tu, vi khéng dwoc cac vi dai sw dong y, nén t6i méi goi né 1a mot bai



kiém tra thtr nghiém. Ngoai toi ra, ciu la nguoi dau tién thir nghiém theo cach nay.”
Trac Moc Cuwong Ba héi: “Vay nam dé, dai sw cAm cu dwgc bao nhiéu lau vay?”

Lat ma A La mim cwoi: “Vi lic 4 ay toi da cé tuw cach mat tu r01 dong thoi cling da chinh thitc
bit dau mat tu, vi vay thoi gian cam cw phai dai hon mét chit...” Ong gio 1én ba ngén tay.

“Ba tiéng do6ng h6?” Trac Moc Cwdong Ba hoi.
“Khong, ba ngay.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba lap tic cam thay choang vang, dau guc xuéng, khong con strc lwc nguwéde
1én nira; ga da ngn thiép di roi.

Luc Trac Moc Clrcmg Ba tinh lai, troi da nga hoang hon. Ga tram ngam nho lai, ding nhu lat
ma A La da noi: “Coé mot sé viéc pha1 cian dén kha ndng thién phd, stec nguoi khong thé cudng
cau.” Trac Moc Cuong Ba cling tw biét minh, néu noi ren luyén strc manh co bap bén ngoai, cé
18 ga c6 thé dat téi mirc kha, con mat tu, tw chét cta ga chi co thé noila tAm thuwong, tham chi la
thuoc loai thap, nhung ga khong he c6 y dinh b6 cudc & day. Lat ma A La vao phong tham haéi:

“Cuong Ba thiéu gia, gid cau c6 mudn ndi gi véi téi khong?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba noi: “Um.” Ga ngu(rc nhln vao mat lat ma A La, gwong mit toat 1én vé tu
tin ma cd chap: “T6i mudn thir mot lan nita.”

Lat ma A La nghen 101, hoi lau sau méi néi: “Bay gio, trudc tién cir hoc hét cdc moén hoc co
ban di d3, day moi la nhung thir ciu can phai hoc. Néu sau khi két thtc Ian khdo sat nay, néu
Cwong Ba thiéu gia van muon tlen hanh mat tu, ciu c6 thé dén Sic Lap tu, thién phong s6 mot
lé chin, tim Pan Chu dai su, c noi la t6i bao cau dén. Pan Chu dai sw khong thé coi 1a _nguoi
gioi nhat trong nhitng ngwoi mat tu, song 6ng ay tuyét déi la ngwoi hwéng dan mét tu gidi nhat
do.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba khong biét 1a mirng hay lo, trong long tham cam kich lat ma A La. Sau do
mdy ngay, bon ho bat diu dot huan luyén mang tinh chat phuc hoi, dong thoi ti€p nhan tri liéu
hoi phuc than thé & bénh vién trong vong mot thang, ctr vao cac thir Hai, thir Tw, thir Nam, va
Cht nhat, déu phal dén gip bac si tam 1y chuyén nghiép dé diéu tri hoi phuc tdm ly, yéu cau
phai kién tri ntta ndm hodc tham chi 1au hon.

_Trong may ngay bat dau hoi phuc, khi moi nguoi an com, phat hién ra Trac Moc Cwong Ba
cam diia ctr run 14y bay, c6 ltc gap thitc an cling khong gap ndi. Nhac Dwong td mo hoi: “Cuong
Ba thiéu gia, tay anh bi lam sao vay?”

Trac Moc Cworng Ba binh tinh tra 1oi: “Tay bi chuot rat.”
Nhac Dwong lai cang ngac nhién hon, lién héi ti€p: “Sao ma lai bi chudt rat dwoc?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba 10 vé 04an hon, gan giong nha tung chit mot: “Phat, chép, mot, van, lan!”
Hai nguoi Nhac Duong, Truong Lap khong ngo lai han hoan co vii, to ra hét strc vui mung, con
Trac Moc Cuong Ba thi chi biét méu méao dé khéc dé cuoi.

Luc nay, ¢ ngoai 6 Philadelphia, c6 mot toa kién tric nguy nga 1ong lay nhuw lau dai, day la
mot trong rat nhiéu noi & ctia Merkin trén dat My. Ca nhan y twong doi thich noi nay, tat ca noi
that & day déu do y dich than bai tri, nhung Soares lai hét sirc chan ghét, cho nay qua la toi
tam, khong glong nhw chd cho con ngudi &, ma ngwoc lai gi6ng mot ngdi mo co hon, tham chi
ca gié ¢ day cling lanh hon binh thuwong. Hon nira Merkin lai con mang Ve day cac thir y dao
dwoc trong mo co, va cac mon do6 tim dwoc trén thi truong do co, tat ca bay & nhirng cho n01
bat nhat, khién noi nay lai cang thém ndng né am khi. Soares tin rang, nhitng thit & trong mo
cd, vi chén vui & noi u am khong c6 anh mat troi da qua lau, cac am hon bat tan déu tu hét ca
trén do, ai gitr cac thir 3 ay mot thoi gian dai, roi thé nao ciing bi n6 lam hai. Nhung dé cung
nghién ctru tdm ban do6 giong nhw ban do Trung Qudc 3 ay véi Merkin, y khong the khong don
dén day. Bdy gio toa cung dién lanh l€o nay c6 thém may con vat nhé dang yéu cta Soares, lai
cang tré nén gidng mot phao dai cia thiy mo hon.



Gilra phong khach ddt mot chiéc ban 10m, trong nhu ban bong ban, tAm ban d6 co dé & giira,
bén canh c6 mot tor glay vé ban do dai rong gan hai met trai rong, bén trén danh diu chi chit
dia danh. Merkin mot tay cAm thwéc mot tay cam but, chdm cham vach vach bén trén nhw mot
vi kién tric su thuc thu. Trén tdm ban do 14y duoc trong dia cung Maya nay vé toan nhing
hleu khién ngudi ta nhin ma hoa mat chéng mat. Trong mat Soares, nhitng ky hiéu 4y kha
giong véi ky hiéu mot nét thoi c6 dai, hinh ngue, hinh ct hanh, hinh thang hinh mii tén... , déu
dung mot net vé nén. Soares nhin chung, cam thiy t6i nghia kho hiéu chang khac gi nhwng ky
hleu trong dia cung Maya ca. Con Merkin thi ra bo tram tw suy nghi rit lung. Soares bén hoi:

“Pay la cai gi? Tang vin ha?”

Merkin can cdn bit, néi: “Um, nhitng ky hiéu nay chac 13 van tw, anh xem, dai da s6 dwoc sap
x€p rat thang thém, hon nita con co ché 13p lai nita, day chicla van tu roi. Ngoal ra con mot so
khac, nhin trong nhtr vé thi gl do, c6 18 1a biéu thi ky hiéu hinh nui thi phai?”

Soares nghi hodc: “Anh... anh khang dinh day la Tang vin a? Hinh nhw tdi chwa tirng thiy loai
Tang van nay bao gio.”

Merkin néi: “Chuyén nay khong c6 gi la la, Tang van anh chua tung thay thi nhiéu lam. Tang
van phat trién tir hon ngan nam truéc, néu tinh tir tiéng Ma Nhi ctia Twong Hung thi cling ca
hai ngan nam roi, thoi ky khac nhau, giao phai khac nhau, deu c6 nhitng kiéu chir khac nhau.
Cung la tiéng Tang, nhwng cling c6 dén hon tram kiéu chit, cé nhitng kiéu hoan toan khac nhau,
khong thé dung thay cho nhau dwoc.”

Sac mat Soares sa sam, mudn kho coi bao nhiéu thi c6 b4y nhiéu. Y chi vao ban dé hdi: “Cé
hon tram kiéu ch? Anh, anh biét dwoc may kiéu? Con nira, trong dam ky hiéu nay, anh c6 phan
biét dwgc dau la van tu, dau 1a hinh veé khong" Soares hiéu rd, néu khong biét, mot vin tuw co
hoan toan c6 thé tré thanh thr mat mi twong d01 phtrc tap; bang nhuw chi biét duwoc dim ba ky
hiéu ma mudn kham phd van tw, e con kh6 hon cd Ién troi nira.

Merkin chép chop mat, néi: “Khong sao, ching ta c6 chuyén gia roi..” Y dui dui, qua 1a da roi
hét ca mat.



Bi mat vé Sang thé than cia ngwdi Inca

Mot thang sau, chinh phu lai c6 hoat dong khao sat khoa hoc khac, Ngai Luc Khac phai tro vé
doan ctia nha nwoc. Bu01 tir biét, moi ngwoi tu tap lai mot chd, luu luyén khong roi. Sau bira
com, ai ndy tré vé di ngu, Trac Moc Cu'ong Ba lai ra chd gi va Ngai Luc Khac IAn dau tién ndi
chuyen Sao troi van long lanh nhw thé, Ngai Luc Khic van dirng sing sitng trong con gio se se
lanh, nhin anh den doanh trai lap loe phla xa xa. “Anh cling & day ha, anh Mao Lap.” Trac Moc
Cwong Ba noi.

Ngai Lwc Khac khé thé dai: “Phai, & véi nhau lau nhw vay, dot nhién phai di, thé nao thi cling
thay hoi quyen luyén. Cé diéu to6i cliing phal di, nhirg thtr c6 thé day toi da day hét cho moi
nguoi roi, con dwong con lai, moi ngwoi phai du'a vao minh ty di thoi.”

Trac Moc Cuwong Ba néi: “Cam on anh, cdm on anh da day cho ching t6i rat nhiéu diéu b6
ich.”

Ngai Luc Khac ra hiéu cho Trac Moc Cwong Ba ra cho cai don da phia trudc, hai nguoi sanh
vai ngoi Xuong Chi nghe Ngai Luc Khic néi: “Cuong Ba thi€u gia, @ chung mdt cho thoi gian

dai nhw vay, t6i cdm thay, thir anh that sw mudn tim kiém, dwong nhw khong chi c6 Tang ngao
thoi dau.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba néi: “U'm, tai sao anh lai nghi thé?”

Ngal Luc Khac dap: “Anh 1a nguoi khac khd nhit trong cac hoc vién huin luyén ddc biét lan
nay, anh rat no luc, tham chi co thé noéi 1a liéu mang. M6i khi hoan thanh mét bai huan luyen
trong mat anh lai toat 1én vé mung r& vo cung, nhung dong thoi ciing thoang hién ra vé u uat,
c6 chuyén gi d6 khién anh tw trdch minh, c6 phai khong? Vi vay, cd luc toi nghi, hinh nhw anh
khong thuc su muén tim kiém ché ngao Tay Tang, ma chi coi viéc tim kiém ay nhw mot co hoi,
mot hy vong. Néu tim dwoc Ngao vuong... liéu do co phal 12 anh dang tu 4m thi minh rang nhu
vay thi sé& c6 hy vong tim thay thir anh thuc sw mudn tim hay khong?”

Nhiing 161 ctia Ngai Luc Khac dwong nhw dd mé ra mot canh cra phu day bui bim. Sac mat
Trac Moc Cudng Ba téi di, toan than lanh toat, trong long chan dong: “La viy sao? L& ndo minh
that sw nghi nhuw vay? That sw la nhw vay hay sa0?”

Ngai Luc Khac ding 1én néi: “Cuong Ba thiéu gia, anh nén hiéu rang, diéu quan trong nhat
trong doi ngudi, chinh 1a biét minh muon gi. Anh 1a ngu6i c6 muc dich, vi thé cudc song cta
anh phong phu diéu ky hon nhiing ngudi khac. La mot nguoi lam cong tac khao sat khoa hoc
nhiéu nam, toi nghl con duong tim toi nay la mot con dwong vinh vien khong co diém dung
Trén con du'crng ay, anh c6 thé khong ngirng hoc hoi va thu hoach. Lau dan lau dan anh sé& _phat
hién ra, n6 khong hé khoé khan v vi chut nao, b&i vi niém vui né mang dén cho anh ndm & sau
tham trong long. Toi nght, doi nguoi cung chi c6 thé ma thoi, khong ngtmg tim toi va phat hién,
tim kiém nhu'ng thtr minh mudn tim.” Ngai Luc Khic v v6 1én vai Trac Méc Cuong Ba, thé dai
day y nghia, “Thuc ra, téi cam thay Cwong Ba ‘thiéu gia rat ‘hop véi cong tac khao sat khoa hoc
day, anh c6 nghi luc ben bi ma ngwoi thuong khong thé cd, hon nira, khd ndng nhin thiu suot
ctia anh manh hon nguoi thuong rat nhiéu, chi cin anh nghl dén, nhit dinh la s€ c6 phat hién
gl d6. Van dé 13, bay gic anh van chua chiu nghl ngoi suy tinh nhigu hon, ma thich don gidn héa
su viéc di. Nhu‘ng t61 nghi, roi sé c6 mot ngay anh tinh ngo ra thoi.”

Nhin theo cai bong cua Ngai Luc Khac, Trac Moc Cwong Ba than nguoi ra gitra bai dat trong.
Ngay hom nay, phang phat nhu tan vao lan gi6 se lanh, mo6i mot cau ndi cua Ngai Luc Khac déu
dang cho ga suy nghi ca. Trac Moc Cuong Ba hiéu rd, dém nay lai 1a mot dém khong ngt nita
roi.

Duong nhuw dé€ quén di nhitng loi Ngai Lwc Khac noi, Trac Mdc Cwong Ba lai quay tro Ve
phong cta minh trong doanh trai. Tt khi bon ho 1ay dll’O’C mot phan tw liéu kia, ca thang nay ga
da nghién ctru khong ngurng. Ban dau Trac Moc Cu@ng Ba dinh dé Tru'(rng Lap, Nhac Duong,
thém cd Man Man va gido su, nim ngudi bon ho cling tip trung nghién cttu, nhung hai tén lau



tau Trwong Lap va Nhac Duong vira thay tap tu liéu day bich da kéu dau diu Am 1, chi c6 Man
Man 13 hét sttc chdm chi can than gitdp gido sw Phwong Tan phan loai va chinh ly.

Vi truee khi di chau My gido suw Phuwong Tan da nghién ctru vé nén vian minh Maya, thém nira
ong cling ndi, rén sat phai rén ldc néng, dic biét la vi than di lai gitta thé gian ma Trac Moc
Cwong Ba nhic dén kia da 1am gido su hét st chu ¥, vi vay, bon ho quyét dinh bit dau tra xét
tlr moi quan hé gitta ngudi Kukuer va vi st gia kia.

Chang ngo phan lién quan dén Maya trong tap tw liéu rat it. Theo nhw Nhac Dwong phéan tich
thi c6 hai nguyén nhan: thir nhat la vi nha nwéc cling moi dién dich dwoc Cé Cdch kim thw ma
biét sir gid c6 quan hé voi chau My, trudc d6 chua c6 nhiing tw lleu lién quan, vl vay nén chuin
bi chwa day du; thi hai 1a ¢ trong to chuyén gia, so chuyén gia vé Maya it thé tham, ma thim
chi da thuc c6 chuyen gia vé Maya chua ciing la van dé nira, dwong nhién la khong thé chuin bi
ra dwoc bao nhiéu tw liéu chinh xac va day du. Nhung nho giao su Phwong Tan thong qua ban
be, hoac 1én mang lién hé voi mot s§ chuyén gia vé Maya ctia nwéc ngoai, bon ho da tim dwoc
rat nhiéu thong tin bat ngd tir nhiéu con dudng khac nhau.

C6 diéu nhing tw liéu 3 ay, nguoc lai con khién cad miy ngwdi cang thém nghi hoac. Chu yeu co
ba diém, trwdc tién 13 vi tri dia ly, ngwoi Kukuer & cach ban dao Yucatan la trung tam cua nén
van minh Maya qua xa, nhwng thon lang va toa Bach thanh do to tién ho Xay nen, tram phén
tram chinh la kién tric dién hinh ctia nén van minh Maya. Khong nghi ngor gi nita, d6 chinh la
nén van minh tirng c6 thoi ky huy hoang khién ca thé gioi phai chan dong, van minh Maya. Tai
sao nguoi Kukuer lai di to1 do, di nhw thé nao, nén van minh cta ho tirng huy hoang t&i mirc
ndo, tai sao lai tan lui nhw vay?

K& d6 1a tip tuc nudi ch6. Nén van minh Maya dwong nhu cling sung bai cho6. Ngwoi Kukuer
c6 than Cho, nhu'ng chuyén ché sau khi chét duoc hop tang voi chu nhan thi ca nhom khoéng tra
ciru dwgc trong cac tw liéu khac vé van minh nay. Ngay ca nguoi Inca ciling khong c6 tap tuc
nao twong tu.

Dlem cudi cung, chinh la vi than Yinawea kia. bay la dleu khién nguoi ta cam thay ky quai
nhit & nguoi Kukuer, béi vi Yinawea khong pha1 than cia nguoi Maya, ma cua nguoi Inca.
Nhwng néu ndi vi & gan nhau ma van minh Inca va van minh Maya cia ngwdi Kukuer pha tron,
thi lai khong tim thay bat ctr dau vét nao khac cua cac vi than Inca cling nhu van héa Inca ¢ chd
nguoi Kukuer. Ngoai ra con c6 rat nhiéu nghi van nho khac, ma cau tra 101 phu thudc vao hai
viéc. Thi nhat phai dich dwoc minh van (chit khac trén do vat, bia da) cua nguoi Maya. Viéc
nay gido s Phuong Tan sé nghl cach nho chuyén gia trong va ngoai nuoc giup do. Thir hai,
quan trong hon la lam thé ndo dé Trac Moc Cwong Ba nh¢ lai dugc bai st ca cua Babatou. biéu
nay thi da lam khé cho ga, dém di dém lai g ciing chi nhé c6 mdi hai cau, nhiéu hon danh lic
dau chiu chét.

Viéc thir nhat pham vi lién quan qua rong, viéc thir hai két qua thu duoc qua it 0i, vi vay bon
ho tap trung vao mot hudng moi. Trong tu liéu con c6 nhic dén chuyén st gia sang chau My,
nén giao sw Phtrong Tan cho rang huéng thir ba ny e con quan trong hon. Xac minh dwoc vi st
gia kia rot cudc c6 dat chan toi chau My hay khéng, muc dich den do la g, cac phat hién nay co
gia tri rat quan trong doi voi viéc tim ki€m Bac Ba La than miéu. Trong qua trinh tra ctru tu
liéuy, ho phat hién ra Sang the than clia nguoi Inca. Vi ndy c6 rat nhleu tén, hon nita bo lac thiéu
sb nao ciing tin rang tén cta bd lac minh goi méi chinh 13 tén that cda vi than di khap noi thé
gian ay. Nhitng cai tén Viracocha, hay Huiracocha, hay nhw Sean goi 1a eraqutra va Yinawea
ctia nguoi Kukuer déu chi la phat am hoi khac nhau mot chut, ngoai ra con cé nhirng cai tén
nghe khac han nhau nhw Halacocha, Kaen Sisi, Sunuba, Chakalakapl Yla...

“Cwong Ba thiéu gia, 0 phat hién mé1,” vira thiy Trac Moc Cuong Ba quay lai, Nhac Duong
dd hoan hi bao cao. “La toi phat hién ra day nhé, lich st cia cai nén van minh Maya va van
minh Inca nay, va ca cia ngwoi Kukuer nita, cé6 mot giai doan trung hop cwe ky ludn.”

“0, 1a chuyén gi vay?” Trac Moc Cuong Ba quay sang nhin giao sw Phwong Tan. Ong mim cuwoi
no6i: “Nhac Dwong phat hién ra, dé cau ay néi cho ciu di.”



Nhac Duong noi: “Anh xem, bay gio hau hét moi nguwoi déu cho rang nén van minh Maya o
chau My dai khai 1a phat trién den cudi thé ky thir chin thi dot nhién ttr phon thinh di t&i diét
vong. Ching ctt rd rang nhat cda ludn diém nay chinh la mot tdm bia ky nién c6 khic thoi gian
la nam 899 phat hién ra gan day nhat. Trong khoang thoi gian ay, tat ca cac thanh tri lén déu
ngirng xay dung, hon nita con phat hién ra vét tich clia nhiéu tran do6 sat 16m, c6 nha khao cb
hoc da chi ra day c6 1€ 1a chién tranh bung no trén dién tich lcrn Con bai st ca cua nguoi
Kukuer khéng phai cling noi, chién tranh ¢ phwong Bic 1am t6 tién cta ho phai chay vé
phuong Nam hay sao? Néu Clrcrng Ba thiéu gia nhé khong nham, thi bon nam katun bang tam
muoi ndm lich cua ching ta, dai khai bon ho da di dwoc ching 4 ay thot gian, bon ho dén noi va
xdy dung Bach thanh dai khai vao khoang cudi thé ky tht muwdi. Ma trén thuc té, chinh trong
thoi gian nay dé quoc Inca tir mdt bo lac nguyén thuy Khong c6 bat ct ghi chep gl trong lich st
bong dot nhién tré nén phon thinh. P&i véi vi hoang dé Manco Capac cua dée quoc Inca, dén tan
bay gio nguwoi ta van con tranh luan, c6 nguoi noi khoang chirng nam 1200 6ng ta moi bit dau
xay dung mét qudc gia lon manh, cling co ngwoi ndi khodang nam 1000 6ng ta da bat diu bién
Inca thanh mot dé quoc hung cuong. T6i phat hién ra cho nay c6 mot diém nghi van, chinh la
vua Inca thir nhat va vua Inca tht tam dung chung mot tén, co 1& day 1a ly do gay ra hai trim
nam sai biét nay. T6i thi tan dong quan diém dau tién, béi vi & day c6 mot van dé, van minh
clia ngudi Inca va nguoi Maya khong giong nhau, khong phai 1a tich Ity phat trién dan dan, ma
dot nhién roi tr trén troi xuoéng. Trong than thoa1 truyén thuyé&t cia bon ho cling miéu ta dung
nhlr vay. To tién cua nguoi Inca khi ay van dang trong tinh trang hdn loan mong mudi, an 16ng
& 10, hang ngay ct troi sang la lai toa ra khap nui rung tim kiém thitc dn. Va than Yinawea (tuc
Vlracocha) da dén nhan gian, day cho ho tat cd moi diéu. Ciing trong thoi ky nay, vi than
Yinawea d6, ciing dén lam khach ¢ ch6 cta nguoi Kukuer, chinh 1a vi Yinawea da nhic nhé bon
ho 4y, chi tiéc la Cwdng Ba thi€u gia khong nhé dwoc ndi dung khuc gira, bang khong, ching ta
da lién hé cac sw kién nay véi nhau dwoc roi. Thé nao, doan lich st nay chdp va lai ciing hoan
chinh ra phét phai khong?”

Puong Man ngang 1én khoi déng sach vo, vuot qua loa mai toc roi, bo sung thém: “Thuc ra
Nhac Dwong chua noi vao trong diém, két qua nghién ctru cua bon em la, nén van minh Maya
dot nhién tiéu vong vao khoang thé ky thit muoi. Sy thuce 1a khi nguoi Tay Ban Nha dén chau
My nhiig nguoi Maya dé da quén mat nén van minh clia té tién minh ma dang sdng cudc
song cua nguoi nguyén thuy roi. Con nén van minh Inca thi dot ngot noi 1én tir thé ky thir
muoi. Trwde thoi gian do, lich str cua ho gan nhw 1a khong the khao ctru duoc. Vi vay nhirng tri
thirc van minh caa thoi ky nay thanh ra rat glong nhw ngwoi ngoai hanh tinh da day cho bon
ho. Dua theo than thoai va truyén thuyét ctia nguoi Inca, than Viracocha 1a mdt nhan vat vi dai
gan nhu Than Néong clia Trung Quoc chung ta vay, ngai da dén Nam M§ vao thoi diém dé, dong
thoi d€ lai than tich & khap noi trén dai luc.”

Nhin cap mat van 1én nhitng tia mau cua buong Man Trac Moc Cuong Ba ldy lam ay nay
khong yén. Ga tirng khuyén Man Man dung lao tam qua stc, gio ho van con dang trong thm ky
hoi phuc, can phai chd y dén sttc khée clia minh truéc nhit, nhung buong Man da tra loi: “Stec
em yeéu, lic 1én duwong khong thé gitup gi cho moi nguoi, nhwng tra ctru tw liéu thi em van lam
dwoc. Véi lai, ca glao sw cling khong nghi ngoi, em tré hon 6ng nhiéu, néi gi thi em ciing hoc
qua l&p y ta roi ma...

Trac Moc Cuong Ba cuoi cuoi, noi: “Theo nhw moi ngwoi noi, vay thi vi than Yinawea Kia,
chinh la s& gia Tay Tang ctua chung ta vuot bién dén Nam M§ roi.”

“Chang 18 lai khong a?” Nhac Dwong vo6i noi: “Anh xem nhirng doan miéu ta vé than
Viracocha di: c6 mot dam tin db trung thanh ludn di theo ngai, con c6 mét con ménh thu ky la
luc nao ciing & bén canh ‘ngai, manh tha co dau lén, bon chan nhuw sw tir... Ceorng Ba thiéu gia,
day rd rang chinh 1a ho vé cta C6 Cach va Chién ngao con gi.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba cuoi khé: “Vay ngwoi Tay Ban Nha da miéu ta vi than nay nhuw thé nao?
Nhiing gi ho ndi c6 lién quan chut gi dén Tang toc dau, trong ghl chép cua ho thi than
Viracocha phai 1a nguwdi chau Au c6 1an da trang boc, séng miii cao, toc xanh, hon nita c6 thuyét



con cho rang, than Viracocha rat giéng véi Thanh tong dd Bartholomew) va Thanh Thomas,
ciu giai thich thé nao day?”

T01 cho rang Nhac Dwong noi khong sai dau.” Luc nay, gido su Phuong Tan moi ding 1én
noi, “Ché quén cau danh ngdn nay, lich st do ké chién thang viét nén, nguoi Tdy Ban Nha miéu
ta than Viracocha glong nhuw Thuong dé ngudi da trang, dé 1a vi ho i3 nhirng ke xam lwoc dau
tién chinh phuc nén van minh Inca, nhung sw thuec thi, chiing ta c6 thé tim thay rat nhiéu so hé
trong nhirng chi tiét nho nhat nay. Chdng han, vé twong than Viracocha, nguoi Tay Ban Nha da
miéu ta thé nay, ‘Than hinh ngai cao lén, rau dai hon mot gang tay, ao dai rong rai, dang nhu
40 banh t6 hoic 4o cha xt, pht kin hai chan. Twong than dit theo mét con di thd, dang hinh ky
la xua nay chua ting thay bao gio, bon chan nhw chan sw ti; birc tuwong than nay rat glong voi
hinh twong Thanh tong do clia chiing ta (ngudi Tay Ban Nha) noi mot cach chinh xac thi gibng
véi Thanh tong doé Bartholomew, béi vi trong hinh twong cta thanh c6 ma quy bam dwoi chan,
ma than Viracocha nay thi lai dat theo mot con dij thu chua ai trong thiy bao gi¢.’ La mot digu
la nhirng btrc tuong than va cac klen tric nay da bi nguoi Tay Ban Nha pha hoai hét, nghe dau
la dé triet de tiéu diét tin nguéng cua ngwoi Inca, sau do truyen ba dao Co Déc. Néu vi thian do
rat glong voi Thanh tong do cua ho, vay thi day co thé noi la than tich hét strc c6 loi cho viéc
truyén giao, c& sao phai huy di lam gi? Con nita, mot nguyéen nhan rat quan trong khién nguoi
Tay Ban Nha cho rang vi than di lai chon thé tuc nay la mét tin d6 Co Péc gido, chinh la vi ho
tim thay rat nhiéu chtr thap trong cac dién tho than Viracocha, ho cho rang day l1a d4u tich than
lwu lai khi truyen ba gido ly Co Doc, chi c6 diéu ki thuat thu cong clia nguoi ban dia qua té, chit
thap nao ciing bi van veo khong ngay ngan Cau xem thtr nhwng chit thap ma ho phat h1en coi,
day 1a hinh chup vat thuc ma Chinh phi Peru con lwu gitt ddy.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba ng6 vao man hinh may tinh cua gido sw Phuvong Tan, chir thap ngoac dé
rd rang 1a 1éch sang mot phia, ga kinh ngac kéu 1én: “Pay 1a... chit Van nguoc ma!”

Giao su Phuong Tan cwoi cuodi: “Day la ky hiéu ‘ung trong’, it nhit thi so0 vO1 chir thap, cai vat
nay glong ky hiéu ‘ung trong’ hon ding khong. Né&u cai nay van chwa noi lén diéu gi, cau xem
thém cai nay nira, day cing la vat Chinh phu Peru cat gitt, 1a dao phau thuat hinh chit ‘T’ cia
nén van m1nh Inca, nghe néi thuat mé dau ctia ngwoi Inca hét sttc tién tién, cau xem thém tdm
anh nay di...

Trén man hinh hién ra hai tim anh den trang dat canh nhau, con dao hinh chit “T” trong hai
tdm anh, ngoa1 kich c& va do ré nét ra thi gan nhw 1a giong y hét, Trac Méc Cudng Ba nghi hoic
hoi: “Day la...

Gido sw Phuwong Tan giai thich: “Trong tdm anh nay la dungcu phau thuat da duwoc sir dung &
Tay Tang c6 tr hon mot nghin nam trudc, gio duogc cat gitr trong B6 Pat La cung. Thuc té 1a
mot bo dung cu phau thuat hoan chinh nghe dau c6 hon mot tram loai dao khac nhau, day chi
13 mot trong s6 dé. Mic dui toi khong hiéu biét nhiéu 1dm vé ky thuat y hoc clia Tay Tang co dai,
nhwng nhin nhitng dung cu phau thuat nay, co thé thiy thanh tuu y hoc thoi ay nhat dinh 1
khong hé don gian. Cony hoc phuong Tay lic 4y thi sao? Bon ho bi ton gido dé nén 4p b, trai
qua hon mot ngan nam trong bong toi, y hoc chau Au pha1 mai dén thoi ky Phuc hung thé ky
mudi ldm, mudi sdu méi bat dau phuc hai va phat trién.”

Dbén gior Trac Moc Cuong Ba moi bat dau nghiém tuc dé y. Ga nhin cham chdm vao hai cai goi
la dao phdu thuat trén man hinh. Ga khong he biét Tay Tang thoi xua rot cudc cé ky thuat chira
bénh g, nhung hai con dao nay qua thuc la rat glong nhau. Chi nghe giao su Phuong Tan & bén
canh cham rai néi tiép: “Thuc ra, chung ta con co thé tim thdy mot s6 dau méi trong truyén
than thoai nita. Than tich ctia vi than vi dai nay dwoc lwu lai trong rat nhiéu phién ban truyén
than thoal khac nhau, ma ph6 bién nhat la su tich than Viracocha c6 thé thao ting ngon Itra.
Ngai gan nhuw c6 thé triéura ngon hra bat cir lic ndo, & bat cit noi dau, cau xem di, & day c6 mot
cau chuyén than thoai ké thé nay...

Trac Moc Cuong Ba nhin tw liéu gido sw Phwong Tén vira cho hién 1én man hinh may tinh,
day la mot ban ghi chép cua ngudi Tay Ban Nha, bén canh c6 ban dich: “Mot hdm, ngai dén méot



ngoi lang nho tén la Kacha ¢ vang Kanashu... Nhitng nguoi song quanh do chéng déi ngai, dong
thoi uy hlep sé& dung da dap chét. Bon ho thdy ngai quy xudng, gio hai tay Ién troi, dwong nhu
dang cau xin dang Cao xanh ctru minh thoat khéi hiém nguy. Ngwoi Anh diéng ké rang, ding
vao luc 4y, ho trong thay mot quang Ira tir trén troi giang Xuong, vdy xung quanh ho. Tat thay
déu so run ban, chay dén truéc mit nguoi ho vira mudn glet hai, cau xin dwoc khoan dung tha
thit... Ngai lién ra 1énh mot tiéng, Itra troi 1ap tirc tit ngdm.

Gido sw Phwong Tan ngudc mat nhin Trac Moc Cuwong Ba: “Co rat nhiéu miéu ta tuwong ty nhu
vay ¢ cac phién ban khac nhau. C6 thé néi vi than vi dai nay diéu khlen ngon ltta v6 cung tai
tinh. Nhung néu nghi theo mot huwong khac, ching ta khong tin 1a c6 than linh, néu néi dé
khong phai la than tich, viy thi c6 thé la gi ch?”

Trac Moc Cu’0’ng Ba nghiéng nghiéng dau, phai nghi ngoi mot lic méi hiéu ra, kinh ngac kéu
1én: “Thudc stng, thudc sing!”

Giao sw Phuong Tan gat dau: ‘ ‘Dung vay, phai biét 1a, dén thé ky mwoi hai, mwoi ba ki thuit
ché tao thu6c sing méi duoc nguoi A rap truyen ba dén phuong Tay, khi vi ‘than vi dai kia dat
chan 1én dai luc chau My, nguoi phuong Tay con chua biét thudc sung la cdi gl nita co. Ma lic
ay thuat ché thudc sung da dwoc Van Thanh cong chua truyén dén Tay Tang hon mot tram
nam roi, hoan toan co thé dwoc cai tién ma bién thanh ky tich trong tay vi than kia. Ngoa1 ra
con mdt s6 ching tich than thoai khac nita. Chang han, nguoi Inca khang khdng noi rdng vi
than vi dai da day ho viét chit, chi 1a sau nay quén di mat th01 to tién cua ho ciing ting viét chit
lénla cay va vo cay, nhung két qua ciing giong nhu cac di san van hién ctia Maya, toan bo déu bi
gido s1 Tay Ban Nha cho mot moi ltra dot sach sé. Khi a ay & phuong Tay dung phwong thirc viét
chirlén cudn da dé, con loai phuong thirc gian tién viét 1én VO cay la cay nay mac du khong phai
khéi ngudn tir Tay Tang, nhung lic 4y dang rat thinh hanh & Tay Tang ching ta.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba lai thém mot phen kinh ngac nira: “B6i diép kinh!” b6 la phwong thirc sao
chép tur Anbo truyen qua, kinh van duogc chép Ién 1a cay va VO cay. Phuong thirc nay dwoc mot
s0 ton giao bao ton, van con st dung mai dén tan thé ky mwdi sau, tham chi 1a d&n ngay nay &
mot s6 noi.

“Con nira, tr phwong thire sinh hoat va tap tuc cua cw dan, ching ta ciing co thé nhin ra méi
quan hé gitra ho voi Tay Tang. Toi nghi chac cau ciing chua quén 1€ té va  nhitng chi t1et trong
cung cach sinh hoat ctia ngwoi Kukuer ding khong Thuc té la, hau hét cac dan tdoc & chau My
déu sung bai linh vat, déu tho cing nhirng tang da mau trang " Trac Mdc Cudong Ba duwong
n}ﬁlen kh}cl)ng thé nao quén dwoc, nhitng ngay song & lang cia ngwdi Kukuer 1a nhitng ngay ga
nh¢ ro nhat

“Phai roi, con cai kia nira, giao su, cho Cuong Ba thiéu _gia xem di.” Nhac Dwong swc nho ra
diéu gi do, lign kéu 1én. Nhin Trac Moc Cuong Ba dang ngan nguoi ra, anh chang va Puwong Man
cung mim cuoi, dwong nhu da tim thay tw liéu gi do6 rat dac biét. Chi thiy gido sw Phwong Tan
click chudt mot cai, trén man hinh may tinh lién xudt hién mdt bitc bich hoa vé hinh chién si
Anh diéng, dau cam 16ng chim ung, mat té do tham, chi c6 dleu phuc strc khong giéng ngudi
Anh diéng lam trwdc nguc deo vong cd bang lam ngoc, tay cam mot thi vii khi ky di, bén duoi
dwong nhu c6 ngwa, nhung da bi hong mat, hon nita ngoai diém bitc bich hoa nay den kit, nhw
c6 diu vét bi dét chay vay.

“Cwong Ba thiéu gia. Ciu nghi birc bich hoa nay & dau ra vay?” Duong nhu muon danh do
Trac Mdc Cwdong Ba, Nhac Duwong khéong doi gido sw Phwong Tan 1én tiéng, dd nhanh nhau héi
truorc.

. day khong phai nguoi Anh diéng sao?” Trac Moc Cwong Ba dap, du sao thi ga ciing
trong thay nhiéu lan trén tivi roi.

“Ha ha.” Dworng nhw biét Trac Moc Cuwong Ba s€ tra loi sai, Nhac Dwong cwoi cuoi néi, “Qua
nhién ding nhw t6i nghi.”

Gido sw Phwong Tan & bén canh mim cwoi: “Pay la bich hoa trong B6 Pat La cung.”



“B6... B6, BO Pat La cung!” Trac Moc Cwong Ba do nguoi ra.

“Cau ciling biét B6 Dat La cung tung bi ngon ltra chién tranh pha huy hai lan, birc bich hoa nay
ch1nh 1a dao lén duoc trong dong hoang phé khi trung tu Bo Dat La cung [in thi hai. Bu'c vé
nay, 1a chién binh Thé Phon c6 dai.” Nhin Trac Moc Cwong Ba hoan toan do dan, gido su
Phuwong Tan lai bo sung, “Tam anh nay do to chuyen gia cung cap, tuyét doi co6 thé tin tudng
dwoc. Hon nita trong cac sach sw cling viét rat ro rang roi, chién binh Thé Phén c6 dai th1ch
dung mau do sam boi mdt, thich cam 16ng chim ung lén dau dé té uy vo, day moi la dang vé
nguyén ban cta ho. Khi Vian Thanh cong chia vao dat Tang con bi dang vé nay cua ho doa cho
khoc toang lén, Du*crng thu viét la cong chia khong thich, lam Téan thé phai ra lénh thay déi; vé
sau khi trung tu B6 Pat La cung, chién si Tho Phon trén bich hoa déu mac ao giao, long chim
cling cAm trén mii giap, nhin bé ngoai tréng nhw binh si nha Pudng vay.”



Chién huy

Trac Moc Cuong Ba ngan nguoi ra mat ca phut dong ho moi tinh tao tro lai, voi hoi ngay:
“Pay, day chinh 1a chién binh Thé Phoén, cé, c6 phai Pao quan Anh sang khong?”

“U'm, chic 1a khong phai dau, bao quan Anh sang ma lat ma A La néi bi 4n nhu vay, chic 1a
khong : xuat hién trén nhung noi céng ching déu thay nhw 12 bich hoa dau.” Gido su Phwong
Tan gidi thich, roi néi tlep, ‘A, phai roi, téi van con mot chirng ctr nira tryuc tiép nhat, nhung 1a1
bi chung ta bo quén di mat, chinh 12 & 0 trong lang tdm clia qudc vuong dwdi dia cung Maya 4 ay..
Gido su vira noi, vira cho hién lén cac tu lieu chup duoc duoi dia cung. Rat nhanh chong, man
hinh dung lai ¢ hinh canh canh ctta da hinh tam giac. Birc phu diéu trén ctra da kia, [a mot
ngudi dit con quai tha. Lac do khong ai chu y den nhung bay gi¢, khi da biét dén than
Viracocha va quai thud ngai dat theo, biét dén st gia vuot duwong xa sang tan chau My va chién
ngao clia 6ng ta, tat ca nhitng thit ndy, déu da thanh ra khac hén roi.

Vi than vi dai than bi nay khong | hé mac trang phuc an si nhw tong do6 trong truyen thuyet ma
chi khoac mot chiéc ao choang rong thung thinh bén ngoai, khéng hoan toan giong voi Tang
bao ngay nay. Ngai co rau ram, co diéu néu la mot ngwoi da vuot qua Thai Binh Dwong, hinh
dong nhu vay ciing co thé coi 14 tinh than quac thu'o'c 13m roi. Quan trong nhat chinh 13, hinh
nguoi trén birc phu diéu nay tuyét doi khong gidng nhw nguoi Tdy Ban Nha miéu ta. Cai gl ma
ngudi da trang mii cao, tran cao, mat sau? Nhin birc hoa nay, ngai giong véi mot nguoi Trung
A nhiéu hon. Rt hién nh1en lac ay cac nghé nhan diéu khic nguoi Maya van chura lam dat dén
trinh d6 hoan my, thé hién ca hinh voc lan than thai.

Con mot chi tiét nira la quai tha trong tay than bich thuec, lic a ay no khong thu hat duoc su
chi y cua Trac Moc Cuong Ba, boi vi qua 1a né khong glong voi cho ngao Tay Tang cho lam.
Nhin ky lai, n6 con giong véi ky lan trong truyen thuyet cua Trung Quoc co dai hodc sw tir
Trung Quoc hon nhiéu. bau con quai thd nay hoi vudng, hai mat 161 han ra ngoai, miéng gan
nhu chiém dén mot nita cdi ddu, trong miéng 16m ché'm rang nanh sac nhon, so sanh ra thi tai
va mii déu khong ré rang lam. Nguwoi the thu cong khong tac quai thu co bo 16ng dai glong cho
ngao Tay Tang ngay nay, nhung b da 16ng gidng nhw ao bé sat minh kia lai cang lam néi rd
dwong nét than the cua no. Phuong phap diéu khic nay khién nguwdi tho duwong nhién tén
nhiéu céng strc hon. T4t c3, nhing co thit chac nich nhw trau bo, dwong cong wu my nhu bao
san, déu dwoc thé hién ki cang vo ké. Con quai thu dirng bén canh cao chung ngang hong
nguoi, noi bén chan nth chan su tr that khong sai chat nao, dudi ban tay got gitia khéo léo cuia
nguoi the, trong c6 cam giac nhw bat ctr luc nao no cling co thé ddng van gia vu vt 1én troi vay.
Trac Moc Cuong Ba khong sao kiém ché noi cho ngén tay khéi run lén ban bat, day chinh la
chién ngao hay sao? Chién ngao trong truyén thuyét d6 sao?

Nhac Dwong ngdi bén canh binh luin: “Hinh khac nay nhin thé nao ciing khong giéng nguoi
da tring diing khong? Pung khong, gido suw?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba dinh than lai, hoi ti€p: “Con thoi gian? Cé trung hop véi thoi gian trong
lich stt C& Cach khong?”

Gido sw Phuong Tan noi: “Pay cing chinh la viéc ching ta dang phai kiém chirng. Trong cac
tu liéu chiing ta co duoc thi tw liéu lién quan dén C6 Cach 1a nhiéu nh4t, vl vay toi du dinh thoi
gian toi day, tam thoi gac van dé lich st di cw va thoi quen nudi ché cta bo toc Kukuer sang
mot bén, chi trong nghién ctiru lich st C6 Cach. Xét cho cung thi Tay Tang cling 1a noi ching ta
can tra xét. Lién quan dén vi than nay, chung t6i con tra dwoc kha nhiéu tw liéu nita, déu hoan
toan c6 thé di dén két luan rang ngai 4y lién quan dén Tay Tang hodc c6 thé néi 1a vin minh
Trung Nguyén, chang han nhw co quan cong trinh hoc, y hoc, chan nudi gia suc, thuat luyén
kim. Tw liéu déu & day, cau cé thé tw xem l4y ciing duoc.”

Man hinh may tinh bat dAu Un un xudt hién cac loai but tich va vin ban chép tay. Moi doan
chép tay déu 1a nhitng mau than thoai Inca khac nhau...



“Tai hoa khung khlep twa dai hong thuy nhan chim ca mat dat, vang dwong bién mat, thé gidi
chim vao bong dém. P4t troi dai loan, con nguoi song gitra hon mang, & minh tran nhuw loai da
nhan. Ngoai cac hang nui, bon ho khong con bat ctr ch6n nao dung than. Hang ngay ho bo ra
khoi hang dong, tan di khap vung nudi riwng tim ki€m thic an. Pung lic iy, dot nhién cé mot
nguoi tr phwong Nam xuat hién, than hinh ngai cao 1on, trang trong ma uy nghiém, phap luc
v0 cung, c6 thé bién nidi non thanh sdng suoi, gitta s6ng sudi dwng nui dung non...

“Viracocha thay doi tit ca. Ngai khai sang ra mot thoi dai hoang kim kéo dai bén vitng dé con
chau doi doi mai mai ghi on. Khong chi co vay, tat ca cac truyén thuyet déu nhat tri cho rang,
ngal mang trai tim trach troi thwong dan ma thuc hién st ménh truyen ba van minh ctia minh,
trir phi gap phai trwong hop van bat dac di, bang khong ngai tuyét doi  khong dung dén vo luc.
Ngai dan dat ting budc, doc strc thie hién, truyén thu tri thirc va kj nang cho tram ho, cho ho
mot cudc s6ng van mlnh giau cé. Pic biét khong thé nao quén la ngai da mang dén cho Peru
cac ky nang tri bénh, thuat luyén kim, canh ndng, chin nudi gia stc, van tw (ngwoi Inca néi than
Viracocha ting day ho nhung nguwdi doi sau da quén mat). Ngai con day cho bon ho nguyén Iy
kién trdc va cong trinh...

“Nguoi nay di tr Nam dén Bac, doc dwong khong ngirng sang tao ra cac ky tich, sau nay
khong con ai nhin thay ngai nira. D4u chan ngai d€ lai rat nhiéu noi. Ngai day moi nguoi phai
song ra sao, 101 ngai noi luc nao ciling tran tré tinh yéu va thién y. Ngai khuyén bao con nguoi
phai yéu thuong lan nhau, chtr khéng duoc tan hai 14n nhau, déi véi van vat trén thé gian déu
phai tir bi bac 4i. Ngwoi & khdp moi noi déu goi ngai 1a Viracocha...

“Ngai 1a nha khoa hoc, 1a kién tric sw ¢ ky thuit cao siéu, 1a nha diéu khic, 1a cOng trinh su.
Ngai khai héa rudng bac - thang ¢ lung chirng nui, tu b6 cac con dé deé gitr vitng rudng dong; ngai
dao kénh dao muong, dan nuwéc tudi dong... dong thoi ngai cling la thay gido va thay lang, ngai
1a ctru tinh cua tram dan trong con hoan nan. Twong truyén, ngai chi can dung co va la cay ciing
chira du'oc tat ca bénh tit, ngai dung mot thir cong cu ky quai lam cho ngwoi mu thiy lai &nh
sang...

Vo6 so nhing cau chuyén than thoai 4 ay dd vé nén trong tam tri Trac Moc Cwong Ba mot nhan
vat hét strc rd rang moi mé. Ngai dén tir bién 1om, dwoc goila Botsong ctia bién khoti, cuoi cling
ngai lai tré vé véi bién, khong ai biét ngai da di dau. T4t ca than tich ma ngai thé hlen dan dan
da chuyen bién thanh mot nén van minh c6 dai huy ‘hoang trong tdm twong cua Trac Moc
Cuong Ba. Nhiing ky thuat van minh 4 ay, c6 thir bat nguon tir Trung Nguyén, c6 thit ngon nguon
o nuoc An b9, song chung quy lai déu gan véi Viracocha. Cac dau tich chimg t6 mot diéu rang,
str gid dén tir mot nén van minh phat trién bac cao, mang theo nhitng kién thirc khoa hoc k¥
thuat tién tién nhat thoi bay gio, dd dé khién nguoi Inca nguyén thuy goi la than tich. Ma trong
giai doan 3 ay, van minh phwong Tdy dang trong mot mé ho do lac hau, chi c6 phuwong Dong xa
x6i than bi c6 mot vuong triéu vi dai dang ding trén dinh cao phat trién ctia thé gio1, lai ton tai
thém mot vuong triéu khac du sttc sanh vai véi vuong triéu kia. Hai vwong triéu lém ay dung
hop voi nhau mot cach hoan my vé cac mat van hda va kién thirc khoa hoc ky thuit, tao ra mot
vung dat tuong nhu chi c6 trong than thoai, duoc goi 1a... Bac Ba La! Song nhlrng diéu ngh1
hodc ma vi thin vi dai ma thin bi nay mang dé&n cho Trac Moc Cwong Ba cling nhiéu y nhw S0
than tich cla ngai vay. Ngai dén chau My vao thoi gian nao, bién mat tu bao gio? St ménh cua
ngai la gi? Trong muoi ba nam ay ngai da lam nhiing gi?. Su' suy bai clia nén van minh Maya va
s ndi 1én cia van minh Inca that sy co lién quan dén ngai hay khong7 Tai sao ngai lai lam nhw
vay? Mot minh ngai bang cach ndo ma lam hét tat ca nhitng diéu ay? Quan trong nhat chinh 13,
tai sao ngai lai mang Toa thanh dwoc anh sang toa chiéu dén chiu My ro6i chon vui trong dla
cung? R6t cudc la vi ly do gi? Trac Moc Cudng Ba chim vao trong suy tu.

Trong biét thw ¢ ngoai 6 Philadelphia, tdm gidy vé ban do6 cia Merkin da c6 thém kha nhiéu
tir tiéng Tang duwoc dich ra. Bony da xac minh duoc kiéu chir nay la k1eu chit “chudi hat” trong
tiéng Tang, thoat nhln glong nhw mot chudi hat; chuyen gia noi, day co 1é 1a kiéu chir chu01 hat
nho. Kiéu chir nay gian tién rat thich hop dé viét toc ky, sau khi duoc sang tao ra vao cudi thé
ky thit tdm, tirng mdt dd rat dwoc cac nha dich thuat thoi dé hoan nghenh C6 diéu no cling
bién mat sau sy kién diét Phat, d&n gi¢r ngwoi hiéu duoc khong con nhiéu nita.



Merkin ciu clru khap noi, cudi cung cling coi nhu dd boc tach dwoc nhirng nét ay ra, coi nhw
da giai dwoc mat ma, vi tleng Tang la loai van tw c6 chit cai, chi can tim dwoc cdc mau tw tuwong
trng voi tirng ky h1eu viéc gidi md sau do rat dé dang roi. Nhu'ng lic nay, Merkin dang nhin cac
dia danh trén tdm glay vé ban d6 ma phat rau ri. Y thé dai néi véi Soares: “Van tu thi khong
van dé gi, xem ra nguoi vé ban dé khong hé c6 y gidu glem mau chét ndm & cac dia danh trén
day kia. Dich ra... cha... sao lai thé dwoc nhi, dwong nhw toi chwa nghe néi dén dia danh nao ca.”

Tam ban do6 nay c6 thé noéi la hét strc ti mi. Merkin va Soares da ddc biét tham khdo qua céc
chuyén gia ky hiéu hoc va chuyén gia ban do Bon ho déu néi tAm ban do ‘nay the hién hét sirc
day du tri tué cia ngwoi xwa. Song ngoi, nii non, thanh tran, déu vé hét sirc ré rang chi tiét, lai
con c6 ky hiéu dé biéu thi 16n nhd: mot chdm tron chic 1a don vi nho nhat, Vong tron 16m hon
mot chut, hinh tam giac lai cang lon nita, khung vuong la 1on nhat chit “van” nguoc la biéu thi
than thanh. Sau nhitng ky hiéu ay 1a mo6t hang dia danh dwoc ndi lién véi nhau bing dwdng chi
manh mau den.

Ngay tlr ddu bon y da nhin ra duong chi den ¢ gitra 4y dan dén mot noi goi 1a ‘dinh than
son”. Nguyén nhan Merkin va Soares c0 thé nhan ra ngay 1ap tuc la b&i mot nhanh cua song
Nha Lo Tang B6 vuon téi day, & dau ngudn danh diu 1a “nuwéc trén dinh ndi chay xubng”, dén
gan dwong chi den thi thanh “nuéc chay ra trong miéng con ngwa tot”; phia trén bén phal la
mot noi goi 1a “dén cho nay thi rat vui” , Xung quanh cO may ngon nu1 tén goi lan lwot 1a “Tuyét
Lap Cau Tuyét son”, “Pai Mau Loc Tuyet son” (nui Hwou Cai Lon), "Ma Dién biéu Chuy than
son” (nui Mat Ngtra M Chim); phia dwéi bén trai 13 “Nai Nhé Po Am Thanh”, xudng nita 1a
“Than Nir Phong" cai nay thi Merkin biét, chinh la Chomolungma. Chinh nho dinh
Chomolungma va s6ng Nha Lo Tang B0 ma Merkin c6 thé xac dinh noi nay dai khai la ving phu
can huyén DPinh Két ciia Trung Quoc ngay nay, nhung duong danh d4u trén ban do cudi clung
dan dén nhitng dia danh kha xa la, Merkin nhin ciing danh b6 tay khong biét phai lam sao.

Soares lai cho rang trlnh do phién dich cua Merkin c6 van dé. Nhin bo dang mdt u may chau
ctia dong bon y nhic nho: * Du'ng chi chti y dén nhitng noi heo hit dy, trwée tién lam rd phuwong
vi da, phai roi, cai ky hiéu & goc trén cung bén phai kia, liéu cé phai ngu y chi phwong huwdng
hay khong7"

“Khoéng, khong phai,” Merkin khang dinh, “t6i da hoi chuyén gia ky hiéu hoc, ho bao rang ky
hiéu nay, cling giong nhu logo cua Benz, hay BMW thoi nay thoi, chi 1a mot tiéu chi, mot thu
logo.” N6i thi néi vay, nhung y van luc lai trong 6c nhitng gi chuyen gia kia giai thich...

Ong Merkin, ong cling biét, linh vuc toi nghién ctru la ky hiéu hoc cua Tay Au va chau My,
cho nén tdi chi c6 thé dwa theo nhitng gi tim hiéu duorc trong linh viec cia minh ma dua ra giai
thich cho nhitng ky hiéu phwong Péng c6 xwa nay thoi nhé.”

Ong 1a chuyén gia c6 uy tin nhAt, téi tin rang cach giai thich clia 6ng nhat dinh c¢6 sw hop ly
va chac chan cua riéng no.”

“Ching ta bit dau tir chit Van ngwoc nay. O phwong Tay chung ta, chir Van tuwong trung cho
anh sang, chinh nghia va Bach ma thuat. Bach ma thudt ttrc la loai strc manh ma phap mang
dén hy vong, ctru vét chiing sinh nhan loa1 ay Biéu tuwong don gian nhat chinh 1a chit Van xuoi
theo chiéu kim dong hé. Y nghia thyrc cua no chinh 1a tudn theo quy ludt tw nhién, chang han
thién nhién cé bén mua xuan ha thu dong, con ngwoi phai trai qua sinh ldo bénh ttr. Con chit
Van thi trai nguoc i, chinh la hién than ctia bong toi, ta 4c va Hac ma thuat, duoc sang tao ra
dé di nguoc lai quy luat cua tw nhlen Hac ma thuat I3 strc manh ma phdp dai biéu cho suw pha
hoai, huy dlet va thon t1nh tdt ca. Hac ma thuat véi biéu tuong xoay nguoc chleu kim dong ho,
di tir anh sang truy lac xuong béng dém am u, tir cot khé bién thanh a ong gia, tir ong gia bién
thanh tré nhé, roi lai tir tré nhd bién thanh dtra bé so sinh, cu01 cung tro vé trang thai chua
sinh ra trén dor trong bung me. An ¥ ma nguoi thiét k&€ mudn gm gdm vao b1eu twong chinh la
khat vong c6 dugrc linh hon V1nh sinh bat diét, dong thoi vinh vién s¢ hiru cam tri, vinh vién di
lai trén nhan thé, loai trir tat ca cdc nhan to tiéu cwc nhw dau dén, tudi tac, gia yeu bi thuong.
Pay Ia ham nghla cta ky hiéu chit Van ngwoc theo phwong Tay ching ta, muc tiéu la tim kiém



s& hitu strc manh c6 thé huy diét tat ca bén trong mot than thé mai mai tré trung manh khée.
O phuong Tay chung ta, c6 mot sd ton gido cwc doan the phung chit Van nguor, chinh vi theo
duoi y nghia tuong trung mo ho cta ky hiéu nay ma ho da ton Satan 1én 1am chti than, dn thit
udng mau tré so sinh, giao tap véi cac loai manh thi, dwa cac trinh nit thuan khiét hoac nguoi
lam cong trong nha tho lén ban té. Nhung dé cho ky hleu nay gay chan dong khap nam chau
bon bién, lai la mot vi nguyén thu thoi Thé chién thit hai...’

“Chung ta néi t1ep Ve ky hiéu bén trén nhé. Mac ké no la dau dé, dau bo hay dau séi, ding nhu
ong thay day, no trong co ve rat hung ac, thoat nhin rat cuén dal Ma néu day dung la dau sOi
thi... ddc tinh cua soi la gi cha? Hung tan - chic hinla tir ngir dau tién ma chung ta nghi dén roi
phai khong, chang nhitng vé bé ngoai hung hang, ma ca ban tinh cua ching cting hét sirc tan
bao, hop lai voi nhau, chinh la tan bao lai cang thém tan bao, hung hang cang thém hung hang
con gi... Tdi c6 biét mot s6 dan toc nguyén thiy Tay Au chon séi lam vat to (totem), nhitng thr
ho dung totem nay truyen day lai cho con chau doi sau ching gl khac ngoai chién tranh, cuép
doat va chém giét. Trén thuc té, thoi cb c6 rat nhleu dang cudp khién nguoi ta nghe ma kinh
hon tang dom, déu st dung séi lam biéu twong ca. Thé nhung, mot cai dau séi, bén dwédi thém
mot cai ky h1eu chitr Van nguorc gan lién thi sao? Suy doan dva trén y nghia ba ngoai cua ky
hiéu, thi do6 chinh 1a chi... chaa té hung tan cua bong dém den t6i, s& hitu sttc manh hy diét,
pha hoai, 14n at nudt chirng tat cd, dong thoi, con mang sirc manh nay lwu lai chdn nhan gian
mot thoi gian dai!”

“Kha kha, 6ng Merkin, dng cang thang qua roi day, ché non nong, nghe toi noi hét da nao, vira
nay téi m&i noi dén y nghla bén ngoai. Trén thuc té, ky hiéu nay con mot tang y nghia nira.
Trwéc tién, hinh dau mot loai dong vat nao do trong thoi ky vién c6 xa xua, thuong tuong
trung cho mot dan toc. Con ngudi thoi cd dai rat yéu 6t, thuong khat khao c6 ducrc strc manh
16n hon, nén nhan ludn cac loai dong vat c6 sirc manh lam t6 tién clia minh. Vi thé méi sinh ra
cac bo lac Séi, bd lac H6, tho phung vat t6 1a dau so6i, dau hé. Khi cac bd lac chinh phat 1an nhau,
cac totem ciing theo d6 ma pha tron, lam Xuat hién rat nh1eu hinh twong ky quai. Tuy nhién, c6
mot so loai dong vat bi coi la ké thu dang gom clia con ngudi tir thoi vién co, cac hinh veé ching
dén gio van con duoc sty dung. Ma s6i, thi chinh la mot trong s d6, dworc roi, tom lai dau séi co
the coi nhw b1eu twong cua bo toc, dé 1a mot. Ngoa1 ra con mot y nghia nira, anh xem goc ha
cla cai miéng séi nay, chic phal dén hon bon muoi lam do dung khong? RO rang la nguoi veé da
khoa trwong phong dai, lam noi bat vii khi sic bén nhat cda I s6i 1a ham rang khung khiép. Tai
sao phal lam nhw vay chu7 Trong d6 duong nhw c6 mot stec manh de doa, y toi la khién nguoi
ta vira trong thay da cam thay khong rét ma run ludn réi. Van dé chinh 1a & day nay, nguoi vé
mudn doa khlep ke nao? Trong hoan canh va diéu kién nhw thé nao méi nhit dinh phai khién
ddi phuwong vira trong thay da cdm thay khiép so roi?”

« Ke th ?"

“Rat chinh xac! Trén thuc té, ky hiéu nay y nghia bén ngoai nhu toi vira no6i ban ndy, thoat
nghe c6 vé tan bao bat nhan, nhung néu dem dat vao mot hoan canh khac, lai tré nén rat hcrp
tinh hop ly, 3 4y chinh 14 trén chién truong do! Trén chién trwong, thir quan doi can chinh 1 sttc
manh nay, phai lam cho ke thu vira nghe thay tén ho 1a da s¢o vor mat, vira thay bong ho xuat
hién 13 tim ‘dap chan run. Mot dao quan nhuw vay, gan nhu 1a mot dao quan bat bai rbi con gl.
Thuc ra, néi la cudp du'cyng hay thd phi ciing vay, khi ching tu tap lai voi nhau thanh mot
nhom vaco ca thong soai chi huy, tirc la da thanh ra mét doi quan roi, con cai kiéu chia thanh
muoi ngwoi mot tiéu doi di cuwop pha clia quan ddi, nao c6 khac gl cuop duong thé phi dauy, hai
thir 4y tuy hai ma mdt, tuy mot ma hai. Khi bo lac va thi toc dan dan tiéu vong, nhuong cho cho
mot vwong quoc thong nhat hinh thanh, nhung totem twong trung cho bo lac va thi toc ay cling
dan dan cé y nghia moi, chuyén sang dai biéu cho mdt khu vuc ndo dé, hoic mot canh quan
nao do. Bay gio chiung ta quay lai voi ky hiéu nay, sé thay rat dé hiéu la n6 g10ng nhuw gia huy
ma cac gia toc hién hach thoi Trung c6 & chau Au chiing ta str dung vay. Dong vat tuong trung
cho tinh than va tinh cach cua gia toc, con ky hiéu mang y nghia ton gido thi twong trung cho
mtc do tin ngudng va cong hién cda gia tdc doi voi ton gido. Co gia toc con ldy dia danh va ddc
san clia dia phwong 4y 1am biéu twong gia huy. Vi vay, tdi chdc dén tAm muwoi phan tram rang,



day la ky hiéu cia mot gia tdc hoac doi quan nao dé & phwong Pong co dai, trong dé kha nang
1a ctia doi quan chiém dén bay muoi phan tram.”

“C0... c6 kha nang la ky hiéu ctia gido phai nao dé khéng?”

“Kha ndng nay ha? U'm, theo t6i, ban than ky hiéu nay da ta ac nhu thé, chi c6 & trén chién
trurong né mai phat huy du'crc toan bo tac dung. Con vé viéc str dung cac hinh twong ta ac lam
huy hiéu biéu twong cho giao phai 1a chuyén cua sau nay, khi doi song tinh than cda mot so
nguoi bi ht héa truy lac véi murc cwe do thl moi xudt hién. It nhat la theo nhu nhing gi toi biét,
gan nhu tit ca cac ton gido thoi co dai déu huong | thién, bat ké tht doan cua bon ho tan nhin
tanh mui mau thé nao chang nira, nhvfng ban y cda ho, lai khong giong nhw nhu*ng gl nguoi
hién dai van tuong tuong dau. Noi di cling phai noi lai, néu day 1a huy hiéu cua mot doi quan,
vay thi chdc han doi quan 4y ciing timg c6 mot do huy hoang chéi loi roi, chién huy nay, rat
dang so day.”

“Tai sao vay?”

“Néu 6ng tin vao stc manh siéu ty nhién at sé khong thay ky quai gi nita. Hitler nam ay,
chinh 1a mot ké cubng tin vao siic manh siéu ty nhién, huy hiéu cta dang Nazi chinh la dwoc
chon ra tir cac loai Ky hiéu ton giao cd xura, va duorc coi [a chién huy c6 strc manh 16n nhat. Trén
thuc té, chac 6ng cling biét, lic chlen tranh méi bt dau quan Dtrc co thuce Iuc dang s¢ c6 thé
quét sach bach moi luc lwgng can duong. Vi vay méi noi, néu ky hiéu nay tirng xuat hién trén
chién truong, vay thi, doi quan tu tap bén dudila cor ay, chac han 1a mot doi quan bat bai! Trén
thurc té, néu néi theo quan diém cda tam ly hoc hién dai, y nghia twgng trung cia mot huy hiéu
cang 16m manh sé c6 thé mang dén cho nguoi s hitu huy hiéu ay strc manh tinh than cang 16m,
bon ho dlen 1én vi no, dong thoi c6 thé vi n6 ma trd moi gia dat nhat Chinh vi thé, quoc ky va
quéc huy cdla mbi dat nwoc déu duoc thiét ké di thiét ké lai, dé c6 thé thé hién dtr(yc y nghia
tuong trung va ddc tinh dan toc clia dat nwdc dy, mot ky h1eu t6t cho quéc ky, tham chi con c6
the thay doi ca van ménh ctia mot dan toc theo cach ndo dé. Pay, ciing chinh 1a y nghia ton tai
ctia bd mon ky hiéu hoc ching toi do...



Chwrong 20: TAY TANG - MAC THOAT: VUNG
PAT BI MAT CUOI CUNG

O dai dat sau trong trung tam, nguy hiém nhat dai hiép cdc song Nha L6 Tang B8, chinh 1a
doan song dai gan trdm cdy s tir Bach Ma C4du Hung di xuong Khe nti siu tham u téi, nwéc
chay cubn cudn, dén gio van chua ai co thé di qua dwogc. Chinh vi sy kho khan va nguy hi&m 3 ay,
nén noi nay goi la “vung dat bi mét cudi cung cua nhan loai”. Theo su chi din ctia tAm ban do
kia, bon Trac Mdc Cuong Ba dang chudn bi dén chinh noi dé thir van may.



Bi mat lich stt C6 Cach

Lai them ba tuin nita troi qua, Ba Tang sau khi diéu tri hoi phuc va xuat vién ¢ Colombia da
lién lac véi Lir CAnh Nam, chang may hém da thong qua bo Ngoai giao trér vé Trung Quoc Moi
ngwoi vira kinh ngac lai vira mwng ré. Mac du chuyen bing rirng nguyén sinh nay cé thé xem
nhw 12 mét thit bai 16n, song du sao cac thanh vién trong nhom huan luyén dac biét ciing
khong ai hy sinh vi nhiém vu ca. Trai qua sw viéc noi rirtng hoang ntii thdm lan nay, quan he
gitta Ba Tang va cac thanh vién khac trong nhom cua Trac Moc Cuong Ba cling bat dau trd nén
hoa hop hon. Chi Trac Moc Cwong Ba la co ve kho xtr ro rét. Nhitng 1o ctia Lt Canh Nam, glong
nhuw mui dao sac ddm thang vao long nguc g3, “Ching t6i nghi ngo, trong cac anh c6 mot ke
mat bao tin tirc ra ngoai.” Sau khi nghe duoc dleu nay, trong long Trac Moc Cuong Ba da ngam
ngam X€Ep hang muc do dang tin cay cho tat ca cac thanh vién trong nhém. Ban than gi cho
rang minh sé xep Min Man ding dau tién, nhung khi xep nhuw thé roi gd méi nhan ra, du thé
nao, vi tri dau tién van nhit dinh thudc vé thay gido cua gd, gido sw Phwong Tan. Man Man chi
c6 thé xep th hai. Nhac Du'o'ng va Trlro'ng Lap déu la nguoi trong quan doi, ban than ga ciing
hét strc tin nhiém hai nguoi nay. Chi c6 minh anh chang Ba Tang nay la dang nghl nhit. Mot khi
da nghi ngo nguoi nao do, Trac Moc Cuong Ba sé khong thé nao ran ra duoc mot nu cuoi gia
vo thién chi voi ké a ay dU’O‘C nLra Khi bat tay v&i Ba Tang, &nh mat ga da 16 ro vé hoai nghi. Ga
mién cwdng gwong cwdi ndi: “Toi biét 1a anh khong dé dang hy sinh nhw vy dwoc ma.”

Ba Tang ciing néi: “Khéng ngo r6t cudc cac ciu cling di trwédre téi mot budce.”

Theo 101 ké ciia Ba Tang, anh ta bi con lii cuén vé phia Bac, vi dung phai cay lén bi thuwong
nén mat hét tri giac, _phai nghi ngoi tinh dudng trong bénh vién hon mot thang troi. Bénh 4n va
mot loat ban bao cao vé anh ta cling dwoc Bo Ngoai giao chuyén hét dén tay Lit CAnh Nam.
Nhu'ng Trac Moc Cuong Ba lai phat hlen mot diéu, chinh la da Ba Tang da den sam di, trén
ngwoi duong nhw con mang theo vi man m3n 4m wét clia gio bién, nhang nhac mui cia mot
loai nuwérc hoa cao cdp nao dé. Néi 1a nghl ngoi trong bénh vién hon mot thang, chi bang bao di
du lich dau dé hon mot thang thi giong hon. Né&u suy doan clia gd ma chinh x4c, vay thi kinh
phi di du lich ctia Ba Tang 1dy tir dau ra?

Nhin hai ngwoi Treong Lap, Nhac Duong tiu tit ké cho Ba Tang nhitng chuyén xay ra sau khi
ho lac nhau, Trac Moc Cuong Ba khong muon tién dén qua gan, chi lang 1€ ding dudi mot tan
cay. Gido sw Phwong Tan nhan ra vé lo au ctia ga, bén héi: “Cau nghi nger Ba Tang?”

Trac Moc Cuwong Ba noi: “T6i khong biét, néu trong ching ta that si c6 mot ngwoi dang nghi
ngo, thi ciing chi c6 thé 1a anh ta ma thdi. Song tdi cling rat mau thuin, toi c6 nén vd duyén vd
co dem long nghi ngd nguwei khac khong nhi?”

Gido sw Phwong Tan mim cuwoi khuyén giai: “Dwong dai méi hay strc ngua, ngay lau moi thay
long ngwoi, ha tat ci phai don tAm don tri nghi ngo ai lam g1? Néu thuc lam chuyén trai véi
lwong tam, sém mudn gi anh ta cling phai 16 ra tho6i. Hon nira, tai sao chi c6 ching ta moi bi
nghi ngo, bon ho, chang I& khong c6 diém nao dang nghi hay sao?” Trac Moc Cudong Ba hiéu
duoc, “bon ho” ma gido su Phuong Tan nhic dén, chinh 1a chi ba nguoi dén sau, bao gom Lt
Canh Nam, Ngal Luc Khic va lat ma A La. Khong thé hoan toan tin tu'o'ng bat clr nguoi nao hay
sao? Ga lic lac dau, chi vi thai do doi véi _nguoi khac cua ai ddy ma lam cd mot nhém ngudi
thanh ra nghi ngo I4n nhau thé& nay, rot cudc la ding hay sai day?

Trac Moc Cuong Ba co gat nhitng y nght khién nguoi ta phai dau dau 4y ra khoi tam tri,
chuyén sang chu dé khac: “Phai roi, thay gido, c6 phat hién gi m&i vé giai doan lich st y cta
vuong triéu C6 Cach chwa?”

Theo nhitng tw liéu ho diéu tra duorg, lich st Co Cach dai khai cling da hién lén kha ro rang.
Giao sw Phuong Tan ting budng 161 cam than thé nay “C6 Cach ding 1a mot vwong triéu sinh
ra vi Phat gido, roi cling vi Phat gido ma diét vong.’

C6 Cach vwong la hiu dué truc hé cua vi Tang vweong da ra 1énh diét Phat gido Ling Pat Ma.



Tang vuwong Lang Pat Ma diét Phat chi méi hai nam, da bi La Long Boi Cat Pa Kiét ctia Phat
giao glet chét. Sau sw kién 4y, triéu dinh Tho Phon bat dau phan hoa. Duy Tung la con coi do
th phi cua Lang Pat Ma smh ra, dwoc gia toc Vi thi ung ho ton lam Tan tho. Con chinh phi ciing
khong cam chiu dé mat quyén 16m trong tay. Twong truyen ba ta da 1én lut mua vé mot dira tré
so sinh, roi cling 1ap d&ra con mua vé nay lam Tan thd, goi 1a Van Pon. Ké tir d6 tré di, vieon
trleu Thé Phon xuat hién hai vi Tan thé cung mét luc, chia thanh hai phai déu tw nhdn Tén thd
cua minh lap nén mai 1a Tan tho that su, tranh dau  khong ngimg nghi. Chién tranh vi thé bling
no va khéng ngirng lan rong, nén giai doan nay nguoi doi sau goi la Loan ngii nhu.

Chién tranh kéo dai trong nhiéu nam hen khién tram ho lam than, kho sé& khong sao ta Xiét,
cubi cung da vung lén dudi sy ldnh dao cua cac quy toc va mot s6 quan si. Ca hai vi Tan tho,
mot nguoi bo tron, moét nguoi bi giét. Phu than cia C6 Cach vwong doi thi nhat, chinh 1a Chau
noi ctia vi Tan thé Duy Tung kia, goi 1a Cat Ptrc Ni Ma Con, chay dén vung A Ly, théng hon véi tu
trudng dia phuwong, sinh dwoc ba nguoi con la B6i Cat Nhat Ba Con, Trat Tay Con va Dirc To

C6n, 1an lwot chiém cir Mang Vuc (Ladakhd) ngay nay), B6 Nhuwong (khu vuc huyén Pho Lan)
va Tang C4t Nhi (phia Nam Ladakh) Ba nguoi con nay dugc xung la * Thwong B tam Con”,

“Thwong Bo” y chi ving A Ly, vi 1a thé virong clia mdt ving nhé, nén goi la Cén, Con c6 nghia 1
Pang cttu thé.

Trong cac pho Tang st chinh thirc ma ho tra ctry, gan nhw déu néi C6 Cach vwong dau tién la
Trat Tay Con, nhung trong tu liéu cua Lt Canh Nam cung cap lai c6 phan di st va ghi chép
trong dan gian tryc t1ep goi Cat Ptrc Ni M4 Con 1a C6 Cach vwong doi thi nhat vl ongta da ke
thira gia nghiép cua vi tu trwong kia, Co Cach cling nam trong lanh dia tri vi ay. Chi c6 diéu néu
nhu vay, vi quoc vuong nghénh ti€p st gia kia phai tinh tir Cat Ptrc Ni M3 Con hay tinh tw Dirc
T& COn, treérc mat bon ho van chwa thé duwa ra dwoc mot két luan, khoang thoi gian chénh 1éch

d6 wéce cling phai khodng chirng ba bén chuc nim.

Giao su Phwong Tan noéi: “Truoc mat ching t6i tam thoi nghiéng vé gia thiét cho rang vi
Quéc vwong nghénh don st gid kia la Coé Cach vwong doi thw hai Tung Ngang, boi vi Qudc
vuong nay co thé néi la da tan tam tan lyc d6i voi sw nghiép hoang duwong Tang truyen Phat
gido. Twong truyen trong khoang thO’l gian tir nam 975 dén 981 sau Cong nguyén, ong ta da
phai hai mwoi mét thanh nién bao gom ca Pai dich sw Th1et Tang Bo sang Thién Trac hoc Phat
(cting c6 tai liéu noi 1a hai muoi bay ngLro'l) Hanh trinh cua ho gian kho kho khan khong but
nao ta xiét, cu01 cung chi cé hai ngudi song sot tré Ve nghe noi chinh la Pai dich su va T1eu
dich su sau nay. Hon nira, khong lau sau khi phai di cac thanh nién cau Phat, vi Quoc vuong nay
thodi vi nhuong ngoi, quy y Phat phap, veé sau xay chtia Thac Lam, dén nhitng nam cudi doi con
gom gop tlen cua dich than di moi A Dé Hiép dai sw, nhung doc dwong da bi quan doi nuwdc
khac bat cdc, cubi cung thi chét gitra dwong. Thang nhéc Nhac Dchrng kia suy doan, vi C6 Cach
vwong nay nhlet tam v&i Phat giao nhw vay, qua ntra la do nhin thay than tich ma vi s gia kia
mang td1, song co diéu la, trudc khi nhin thdy C6 Cdch kim thu, tat ca cliing déu chi la suy doan
ma thoi.” Noi to1 day, giao sw Phuong Tan khong nén ndi ma guong cuoi lac lac dau, “Lich st
ctia Co Cach, qua thuc la... cdu c6 biét khong, chi riéng chuyén cudi cung vi Co Cach vwong ay
Tay du cau Phat bi bat céc, ching toi da tra ra bay phién ban khac nhau, dia diém, thoi gian,
quan doi nudc ngoai, qua trinh sw kién xay ra, soO tlen chudc déu khac nhau, thuc sw 1a khong
thé phan doan xem phién ban nao méi la sw thwc da xay ra trong lich st ca.”

Nhin vé mat chua chat cta giao sw Phuong Tan, Trac Moc Cuong Ba hiéu r6, day la mot van
de rdt 16m khac ma bon ho gap phai khi tra ctru hch Str cua vuong triéu Co Cach Vuwong trleu
nay tuy rang keo dai dén ca may tram nam, song lai nAm & mién bién vién xa x6i. Ngoai trir cac
vdn ban lich str cua ban than no ra, toan bo cac tw'liéu khac déu chi 1a nhing thong tin vun vat.
Pén ca bo st thudc vé giai doan dau nhw Tay Tang vuong thong ky ciing chi ghi cheép co6 chln
doi Co Cach vwong, tir sau d6 tro di la khong rd, bon ho ciling chua thé dua ra két luin cuoi
cung vé thoi gian trong lich str. Ma vuwong triéu o Cach nay lai con bi chién tranh huy d1et Ban
thin sw bién mit cua né co6 thé ndi dén nay van con la mot cau dd. Mai dén thé ky mudi chin,
trudc khi cac nha thdm hiém nuéc ngoai bat dau tién vao vung dat hoang vu khéng nguoi sinh

s6ng nay, moi nguwdi gan nhw da hoan toan quén lang rang ting c6 mot virong triéu nhw vay



trong lich stt.

Gido sw Phwong Tan thé dai néi: “Lich stt C6 Cach, va nén van minh Maya khong ngo lai
giéng nhau dén kinh nguoi. Ca hai veong triéu nay déu dot nhién gap phai dai hoa khi dang
trong thoi ky phat trién rwc r& huy hoang nhat. Chinh vi bién c6 bat ngd ma tat ca déu duoc
bao ton, déu duoc lwu gitr lai. My the ky sau do, nhan loai dwong nhu khong biét dén su ton tai
cua chung, kién tric va du'o'ng phé cta ching khong bi hoat dong ctia con ngwdi pha hoai, van
tw va ton gido khong bi sira sang, phong cach nghé thuat va bich hoa khong bi bop méo, tham
chi hién truedng lic gap phai tai hoa hiy diét ctia chiing ciing dwoc bdo ton nita kia.”

Trong dau Trac Moc Cwong Ba luc nay, tw nhién lai nghe thay tleng Babatou ngam nga bai st

“Mot khi dé mau tanh xam pham dén bac thang ctua thanh miéu, vo sé tai hoa sé nhw con

mlra da dang so lién hoi kéo dén giang Xuong tit cA moi noi, tdoa thanh sé& bién thanh noi hoang
phé chét chdc, mot hoang mac khong nguoi.

Trong biét thy cua Merkin, gitra chiéc ban vitt blra bai ngon ngon glay but, hai dau ban chong
chat sach vé thanh hai btrc twong. Merkin vui dau vao gitra hai btrc tuwong ay, gan nhw bo toai
ra trén tdm ban do, gio' kinh lip Ién soi ting duong chi manh trén do. boi mat cda y nhin twa
h6 nhu thudc vé mot loai da thu déi khat nao dé chir khong phai cua con nguoi nira. Soares thi
ngoi 6m mot cuon twr dién khéng 16, day téi ba muoi centimet, dai rong sdu muwoi centimet,
chui miii 1at 1at gi& gid.

Nhing nét den manh trén ban do cu01 cung dan den ba noi khac nhau, dudng nhu y cua
nguoi ve tadm ban d6 nay la mudn nguoi ta dén ba noi dy tim kiém ba thir gi do. Dau tién la mot
vién bao thach sang l1ap lanh, phan chu thich bang t1eng Tang dich ra nghia la: “Mau dé, mo& ra
mon 18 vat tan duong su séng”; mon thi hai Ia moét cudn sach day cop, bén canh c6 chi thich:

“Ly & huyen ao déu o trong day con mot mén nita di bi x6a nhoa di mat, co le dé chimg t6
khong can thiét, nhung 1o mo co thé nhan ra nhitng nét chit mo ho dich, nghla la: “Bao khi, cudi
cung”. Ngoai ra, trén ban d6 con c6 vo s6 mili tén, trd di trd lai gitra ba noi nay, dua vao nhlrng
vét x6a cb thé nhan ra, nguoi vé von  hy vong ai c6 duorc ban do sé dén noi & giita trudec tién,
nhung sau tinh toan thé nao dé lai x6a mo tht ¢ gitra va dau miii tén di, y noi khéng can phal
dén noi ay nita. Méi dau bon y con nghi ng&r khong hiéu c6 ai da dung tay dung chan vao tam
ban do6 nay hay chua, nhu'ng sau khi kiém tra bang cac phuong tién khoa hoc ky thuat, phat
hién ra vét x6a va cac diu han duorc tao ra cung mot thoi gian voi nhu'ng duwong nét khac hon
nira thu phap va phong cach la cua cung mét nguoi, vi vay chi co thé phan doan la chinh nguoi
vé ban do da thay doi y kién ma thoi.

Bon y nhan ra duoc du’crng chi thw hal dan dén mot noi goi la “dda hoa”. Pia danh & khu vuc
phia trén dich nghla l1a “sau ngon nui”, bén dwdi “sau ngon nui” 1a “dai dai dia” va mot dia danh
duoc dich thanh “td tién”, bén phal 12 “bao toa mit trod”, k& d6 1a hai noi c6 tén phat am thanh
“liangbu”, “tabu”, ba noi nay & sat canh nhau.

“Tim thay roi, 1a & day, vung dat hoa sen n¢ ro, chinh la Mac Thoat chi con dau nira, hai t6i
t6n bao nhiéu thoi gian tim kiém...” Merkin hung phan kéu lén.

Soares bo chiéc kinh Xuong, nga nguoi dua vao sofa, hé miéng thé hat ra “phi” mot tiéng.
May thang vira roi, bon y gan nhu da hoan thanh dtrcrc ca mot dai cong trinh. Cac dia danh
dwoc cht thich trén ban do toan b déu la dia danh c6 tir hon ngan nim trudc, co rat nhiéu tén
tir thoi Thd Phon virong tridu hodc tham chi 13 truéc dé, thé chit chudi hat nay lai khac han voi
Tang van ngay nay, bon yphal do tung con song, tirng ngon nui mot. Hon thé, Merkin khong tin
tuwdng nguoi nao khac, tat ca cong viéc tim kiém tu liéu déu phal do bon y tuw thuc hién. Tuy
nhién cling rat may la, tim ban do nay dwong nhu duwoc chuan bi danh cho nguoi khong thé
tim dugc duong, nguoi vé rano da chu thich rat twdng tan ting dia danh, tén nai, tén séng, chi
con moi ba noi cudi cung kia la déu vé ra mot ky hiéu Ung Trong trong nhu vong xoay, dich ra
tié€ng hién dai thi khong phai Bac Ba La, ma la... cai ron!

Sau khi khéi phuc thé luc ching mot thang, Lir Canh Nam dem nhiing diéu tam dic moi
ngudi viét ra tong két mot cach twong tan, dong thoi bat dau tién hanh huan luyén cé tinh dinh



hu'(mg Lai mdt thang nira troi qua, Lir Canh Nam du'ng trén buc giang, tay cam mot vat bang
go gan glong nhw cuc rubik, néi véi cac hoc vién: “Ké tir hdm nay, moi ngudi sé hoc mén cudi
cung, va cling la mon nguy hiém nhat - co quan hoc!”

Cac hoc vién déu 16 ra vé hoan hi mirng ré&. Trac Méc Cwong Ba rd 1a c6 nhu cau birc thiét
mudn biét cac tri thirc lién quan téi co quan hoc, nhu'ng nguoi hung phan nhat thi phai 1a
Truong Lap. Anh chang nay tur lau da nguwong mé mon hoc nay, dong thoi cling da tim hiéu so
bo vé may moéc trang bi va cach ché tao mot s& cam bay don gian roi.

“Thtt cho t6i biét xem, moi ngwdi hiéu thé nao vé ‘co quan’?” Lir Canh Nam binh than néi.

» o« N«

“Cam bay”, “vii khi giét nguoi”, “vii khi c6 thé tu dong giét ngudi”, bén dudi lap tirc vang 1én

nhiéu dap an khac nhau.

Lt Canh Nam lai n6i: “Thir goi la co quan, hoan toan khong chi c6 nghia hep la cam bay gie &t
nguwdi, vii khi tw dong tdn cong nhw moi nguoi van twdng, ma chi tat ca cac thir cé két cdu bang
lay chot, 16m th1 nhu mong, nhu chét, ruong xa cot keo trong cac cong trinh kién tric, nho thila
mot 6 khoa sat, cong sat, tit ca déu c6 quan hé v6i co quan hoc ca. Trong s6 moi nguoi ¢ day,
ngoai lat ma A La va chu Mao Lap ra, nhitng nguoi con lai e rang déu rat la 1dm véi mon hoc
nay. Néu muén tinh thoéng co quan hoc chi so nghién ctru ca doi cling kho hoan thanh duoc
hét cadc hang muc, vi vy, thi chung ta can hoc, chi 1a tw duy phat hién mau chét cda co quan,
dong thoi phan doan dugc cau tao cua no ma thoi, ciing chinh la tranh cam bay glet nguoi,
phat hién cura ngam b{ mdt ma nguoi ta van thlrong nodi toi. Chi riéng khoan nay, cting du cho
moi nguoi hoc hét hon ntra nam ro6i ddy.” bén day, co gio tay 1én ndi: “Pay chinh la mét co
quan, moi ngwdi mot chiéc, twlén day lay xudng di.”

Moi nguoi budc 1én nhdt mot khoi ldp phwong bang g0, roi lai tré vé chd ngdi cia minh. Trac
Mdc Cuong Ba cam khdi go trén tay, phat hién hinh lap phwong nay do nhiing khéi go nhé bé
ngang, chiéu day déu mot centimet, chiéu dai muwoi centimet ghép lai ma thanh, dan xen chang
chit, bén ngoai tron nhan twa nhuw 1a mot khéi chinh thé, rat khoé tach roi. Xoay xoay van van
mot lic lau ma cling khong phat hiénra lay chét gi bén trong, gd nhii tham trong bung: “Cai nay
thi 1a co quan gi cht? C6 phai dinh bip nguoi ta khong day?”

Lt Canh Nam noi: “Thit moi nguoi dang ¢ cam trong tay luc nay, chinh la co quan nguyén thuy
nhit, va cliing don gian nhat, goi la khoa g0, & ctra hang d6 choi cho nguwoi 1én hay do choi tri
tué déu co6 ban, hai nhan dan té mot cai.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba thim nhd: “Qua nhién la gat nguoi.”

Lt CAnh Nam lai mim cudi néi tiép: “Moi nguoi dung coi thuong thir nay khong c6 gi dac
biét, thuc ra bén trong né chinh la két tinh trf tué cla c6 nhan dé. Nhin bé ngoai thi cac khoi go
nhé déu giéng hét nhau ca, ky thyc chi c6 mat ngoai moi ngwoi nhin thay md&i glong nhau thoi,
con bén trong th1 hét sirc chang chlt phirc tap, c6 hinh moc, ¢6 hinh vong, c6 khoi go 1én &  gitta,
c6 kh8i hom vao. Téng cdng co sdu muoi tu khéi go nho, c6 thé tach roi han ra, bay gio moi
nguoi bat diu chia tach chung ra di, xem thir kha nang thién phd vé co quan hoc cua tirng
nguoi dén dau.”

T4t ca cac hoc vién déu bat dau tach khoa go. Trac Moc Cuwong Ba lan mo mot ldc, ngoanh dau
nhin vé phia gido su Phwong Tan, thiy 6 6ng dang 3 an mot khoi gb nhéd & giita khéi lap phuongra
mot doan, 1ap tirc dwoc goi ¥, voi dung stec an vao gilta hinh 1ap phwong, nhung da an ca sau
mat roi cling khong thay khoi 14p phuwong ay loi l6ng ra mot chit nao. Muoi phut tréi qua, Trac
Mbc Cuong Ba mat dam mo6 hoi, Nhac Dwong va Truong Lap thi chdi dau vao mot chd ri rAm
ban tan, Ba Tang ngam ngam nhiu chit déi may, dén ca Pudng Man cing rau ri khong lam
dwoc gl chi c6 hai 6 ong gia 1a van ung dung thoai mai, lat ma A La thdm chi con da rat hidn mot

khoi go nhé ra ngoai, k€ d6 thi nhw Bao Pinh mo6 5 trau(3), cang lam cang nhanbh.

L&t CAnh Nam nhin moi nguw¢i ma tham thay tirc cuoi, bén 1én tiéng nhac nhé: “Khéng cin
phai trao doi kinh nghlem dau, moi cai khéa go dé déu cé két cau bén trong khac nhau. Mau
chét cda viéc mé khoa go, chinh 14 thuin theo két cAu bén trong ctia nd, tirng buwdc tirng budc



mot tach ra. DPiém kho 6 ¢ day la moi ngudi khong nhin thay két cau bén trong clia khéa nhw thé
nao, chi cé thé tw lan mo ma thoi.”

Nghe L Canh Nam nhac nh¢, Trwong Lap duwong nhw dé tim ra duoc bi quyet gi do, anh kéo
khoi go nay ra mot chut, roi lai an khéi kia xu6ng mot chut, nhac khoi bén trai 1én, kéo kh&i bén
phai xuobng, lic khong di dong duoc nita, thi lai day nguoc tro vé theo quy dao ban dau, thir
nghiém mot phwong cach di dong khac. Con Trac Moéc Cuong Ba cudi cung ciing tim dwoc mot
khoi go c6 thé di dong, hoarala o goc phia trén bén phai clia mot mat hinh lap phuong, nhung
sau khi 4n no ra, thi cac khéi go khac lai khong dong cwa gi duoc nira, ga danh phai thw di thu
lai tirng khoi mot. Riéng lat ma A La thi da thao hét cai khéa gb ctia minh ra, sau muoi tw khéi
gd nho khac nhau x&p ngay ngan trén mat ban.

K& do la Trwong Lap, giao su Phuwong Tan, Ba Tang, Puong Man, Nhac Duong ciing déu thao
dwoc khoa go, chi con moi Trac Moc Cuong Ba, trén tran gan xanh néi chang chit, hai mat dé
ngau, co bap_ g0 lén, nghién rang nghlen loi &n dn xoay xoay. Chi nghe “cach” mot tiéng khe
khé&, miéng gb twdng chirng nhw sdp rit ra dwoc tdi noi, dén cudi cung lai ket & bén trong khéi
lap phu'ong, Trac Moc Cuong Ba kéo hai ba lwot van khong ra, lien dung strc, lam gay luén.

T4t ca moi ngwoi déu d6 don anh mat vé phia ga. Nhac Duwong va Trwong Lap 1ap tic phat ra
mot tleng keu day tiéc nu01 Trac Moc Cuong Ba dap cai khoa go xudng ban, tho hong hoc.
Pudong Man voi lén tiéng: “Anh nén nong qua.” “Phai day, Cuong Ba thleu gia, cai thir nay muon
nhanh ciing khong nhanh duwoc dau.” Nhac Duong ciing 1én tiéng chia sé kinh nghiém.

Trac Moc Cuwdong Ba dwa mat nhin Lir Canh Nam: “Nang khiéu ctia t6i khong du, cho téi thir lai
lan nira.”

L&t CAnh Nam mim cwoi gio mot ngon tay lén noi: “bung nong, som da chudn bi r6i.” Noi
doan, khong ngo lai 14y ra mot khoi 1ap phuwong bang thép rong, nhin bé ngoai giong hét nhuw
khoa gb...

Ba gio sang, Nhac Duong tran troc mai van chwa nga dwoc, danh bo day dui dui mat nai:
“Cuong Ba thleu gia, sang mai anh lam tiép c6 duoc khong, téi nghe cai tiéng dong ay cir thdy
nhuw c6 chudt vay do.”

‘Trac Moc Cwong Ba tap trung toan bo tinh than van veo khoi lap phuong bang sat trén tay, lo
dénh noi: “Chudt thi s¢ gi chi, nhim mat vao nghi minh 13 méo tw nhién sé ngu duoc thoi.”
Truong Lap & bén canh mé& mat ra néi: “Cwong Ba thiéu gia, hay 13, dé ching t6i lam gitip anh
nhé.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba lac dau: “Thé 1am sao dwoc, cac cAu mac ké toi di, nhit dinh toi phai thao
dwocné ra.”

Lan qua lan lai mai dén hon bén gio sang, hai ngwoi Nhac Duwong va Trwong Lap méi thiém
thiép ngu Ngay hém sau, khi hai ngwoi bo day, da thay Trac Moc Cuong Ba ngoi ngam Vang
dwong mé&i lén. Dwéi anh nang riec ro, guong mdt cwong nghi du'o'ng nét ro rang ay toat 1én ve
tw tin vo tan. Trén mat ban, xép gon ghe chinh té tim tdm sau mwoi tw khéi thép.

Lir Canh Nam nhin thanh qua Trac Méc Cuong Ba giao 1én, nhén thirc do6i vai ga lai tang thém
may phén nira. Ga 1a mot nguoi dan 6ng biét s¢ hai. Nghe lat ma A La k&, trong rimg Mang Xa
va ¢ dudi dia cung, Trac Moc Cuong Ba da dé 16 ra ndi so dang sau ngoai hinh cao 16n manh
mé dy. Nhlrng ga so hai, ma khong hé c6 y thoai lui. Gi cé sw déo dai giong nhu cua cao su vay,
bat ké bi da kich nang né ra sao, thé nao ciing dan dan héi phuc lai nguyén hinh nguyén trang.
Chi can khéng dat téi yéu cau ciia chinh ban than minh dat ra, ga s€ mai mai khong bao gio bo
cudc. Tinh cach nay ding la hét sitrc ky quai, neu la nguoi b1nh thuong, so hai at sé tron tranh,
khi tin chic rang minh khéng phadi la doi tha cua nguoi khac, at sé lang tranh; nhung Trac Moc
Cwong Ba vira hay lai trai ngwoc hoan toan, ga s¢ hai 4t s& budc thang t&i ma nghénh don, biét
rd minh khéng danh lai nguoi ta cliing van mudn xOng t&i, thoat nhin bé ngoai thi c6 vé hoi
ngdc nghéch, tinh cach gl ma nhw vay cht! Lir Canh Nam nh¢ la1 tir khi quen biét Trac Moc
Cuong Ba dén gid, nhat ctr nhat dong cta ga déu gay cho cd6 mdot cam gidc khong thé doan biét.



“Huwr, dai tri gia ngu, day cling la dai tri gia ngu hay sao?” Nh¢ lai 101 lat ma A La da noi, c6 khong
khoi khe khé mim cuoi.

May thang ti€p sau do, cac thanh vién trong nhém déu trdi qua mot dot hudn luyén dac biét
vé cac kién thirc lién quan dén co quan hoc, bat dau hoc tir loai cam bay nhi dong don _gian
nhat, tirc 1a dao hé dwoi dat, 16t to bao r01 vUi cat 1én trén, ké do 1a t&i tran xe 80 ngua go cua
Gia Cat Lwong, Ctru Lwu Ban Long Than cia Quy Céc T, cang hoc lai cang thiy mon co quan
hoc nay dung la cao tham khé do.



/ Ay ~N \
Bi mat huyét tri
Trai qua khao nghiém trong rirng sdu Nam My, cac thanh vién trong nhom déu nhin ra di€m
yéu cia minh, ai cling gan nhw dién cuong tham gia huan luyén, ban ngay vwot qua khao
nghiém cua dti cac loai co quan cam bay, toi ve lai thuong doc sach dén tan dém khuya. Moi
ngu’}cln déu rén luyén ban than bing y chi cia mdt mat tu gia, ging strc dot pha cwe han nang luc
co thé.

Trong thoi gian nay, Lir Canh Nam doéng thoi cling dé cac doi vién tién hanh phat trién ca
nhan, thyc hién van dong cuc han, hay nghién ctru cac tac pham hoc thuat ndi tiéng nhw Th uyet
tién héa.. , Ngoai ra con day ho st dung ay loai cong cy moi. Vi du nhw lap thém day quang
vao dong ho nguyén tir deo trén tay moi nguoi, quan vao mat bén trong ap véi ¢ tay, kich
thudc ching bang mot hop diém, bén trong c6 hai muoi l1Am mét day hop kim, phat xa dua
trén nguyén ly cua phao dién ttr, mot dau truedrec c6 dau mii khoan nho bang kim cwong, co the
dam sau muwoi phan vao bé mit kim loai, sau do6 tw dong dan nd bat chit vao muc tiéu, thit nay
thudc loai dung cu ctru sinh, trong rirng sau ma dung loai nay thi tién hon day leo rat nhiéu.
Ngoai ra con co loai giay d1nh chat duoc vao mdt tuong tron nhan, tng dung nguyén ly ban
chan con thin lan: dé giay c6 rat nhiéu long cirng theo nguyén 1y 6 ong siphon, khién lyc ma sat
c6 thé chiu dwoc trong luong cua co thé nguoi, ngoai ra con lap thém 10 xo giam x6c¢ h1nh cung,
khién mét ca nhay c6 thé cao ngang tam _nguoi binh thwong, con xung luc luc roi xubéng hoan
toan c6 thé van dung dé thuc hién cac van dong cuc han, cong thém voi o canh doi thiét ké
dua theo canh thit cua soc bay, vay l1a co the tranh duoc treong hop do cao muoi tang nha gay
kho cho anh hung roi. Hodc la binh sat siéu cwong hoa mic du thé tich chua bang lo muec,
nhung thoi gian cung cap dudng khi tir ba tiéng dong hod ban dau da kéo dai 1én mot tram linh
tam tiéng dong ho.

Khoang thoi gian nay, Trac Moc Cuong Ba cling khong con thic giuc doi Xuat phat nira. “Anh
dwa vao cai gi ma di tim Bac Ba La than miéu, van may ha?” “Piéu anh can lam lic nay, chinh la
xem nhiéu, hoc nhiéu, nghi nhiéu...” “Ching ta ding trén vai ngwm khong 16 d€ thu thap thong
tin.” “Néu ngay do dén that, chung ta c6 thé ty minh di ma..” Nhing 101 L Canh Nam va giao
s Phuwong Tan néi hét Ian nay dén lan khac vang vong bén tai, khong ngung nhiac nh¢ Trac
Moc Cuong Ba. Nhirng luc nghi ngoi, ga thuong ¢ bén bPuong Man, nhung ga ciing thuong
xuyén cam nhan duwgc, c6 mot bong hinh yéu diéu dang ding ¢ mai dang xa cham chud nhin
minh. Trwong Lap, Nhac Dwong va Ba Tang da tro nén than thién hon rat nhiéu, thudng xuyén
nghe thay hai nguoi Trlr(yng, Nhac cit tiéng cwdi sang khoai, ca Ba Tang thinh thoang cling n&
ra mot nu cuoi lanh lung. Con gido sw Phwong Tan thi mai mé nghién ctru bang video 6ng quay
duoc dudi dia cung Ah Puch. Theo giao su, néu da cho rang dia cung Ah Puch va Toa thanh
dwoc anh sang tda chleu co lién quan voi nhau vay thi cac birc bich hoa, tuong diéu khic trong
dia cung Ah Puch, tat cd déu co thé goira nhirng thong tin c6 lién quan toi Toa thanh dugc anh
sang toa chiéu kia. Phia nhém nghién ctru ciing cung cap cho gido sw rat nhiéu dau méi. Cung
nghién ctru thong qua mang Internet, tac phong can trong va thai d¢ lam viéc khong b1et mét
moi do cua giao su khién ca lat ma A La va L&t CAnh Nam déu hét sitc né phuc. C6 diéu, cau doé
lich stt ma hai nén van minh C6 Cach va Maya dé lai c6 thé ndi la mot cai hang khong day, giao
sw Phuong Tan budc chan vao do, cang di cang thay siu, khién hai tro thu cda ong la Truong
Lap va Nhac Duong ctr kéu troi kéu dat, phan nan rang lam viéc nay con kho hon ca huln luyén
nita. Mdi lan nhu vay, giao sw Phuong Tan lai 13y buong Man ra lam tdm gwong gido duc hai
chang thanh nién nay phai c6 1ong nhan nai, cé 1ong tin, c6 trai tim yéu thwong...

Nui buong Co Lap, bén b song Da ba, mot chiéc xe tai 16n nhin bé ngoai nhw sdp mudn long
ra xong xoc dén noi trong tranh di gitra dai nii non trap trung.

Tay Me ng01 bén ghé lai phu thudng ngoan phong canh trudéc mit. Han thich vung dat nay,
thich nui non & day, thich may troi ¢ ddy. Khong thé khong thira nhan, noi nay dich thuc la mot
vung dat c6 thé khién nguoi ta vui ,ngam canh ma quén ca duong vé. Mot diéu cang hay hon
nita 13, khi nhin nhitng ddm mAay trang mudt bay qua bau troi, cdm giac toi 16i trong long hin



sé bi de nén xuong Nam ay Tay Mé chon Kha Kha Tay Ly, c6 1€ cling chinh vi mot dai tuyét
trang ménh mang & ddy hap dan ciing nén.

Ga dang lai xe kia tén Ja Dakis, cao mot met bay lam, hoi gay, dudi cdp 16ng may thang nhw
hai chit * ‘nhat” 1a d6i mat hoi giéng hinh thang. C6 nguoi noi, ke c6 doi mat nay thi rat hung
hang, cam giac nhw dang miét thi nguoi khac vay, ma tén Dakis nay dich thuec la cling rat hung
hang Han gia nhap HO Lang chwa dwoc hai nam, vay ma da khong ké nao dam dung dén han
nira. “L6i Ba khoe, Dakis ac”, cau nay tw lau da lan truyen trong noi bo HO6 Lang. S6 doi vién doi
tuan tra ndi Kha Kha Tay Ly bi tén Dakis nay glet trong hai nam con nhiéu hon tdng s6 doi
vién bi toan bo H6 Lang giét trong muoi nam veé trudre. HO Tir néi, da ctia Dakis 16t 1a ban dwoc
gia nhat, néu khong phai hin c6 mot chut tac dung nay, thi tw khi H6 Lang bi quan doi bao vay
520 huyet Tay Me da thit han luén roi. Béi chinh vi tén nay hung tan thanh tinh mé&i khién
quan doi phai bao vay tiéu trir toan bd t6 chirc cia bon han.

Niém dam meé 10t da cua Dakis la mot loai bénh thai. M01 khi loc thit linh dwong Tay Tang,
hai mat han sang ruc lén, miéng ngdm nga mot diéu nhac nao dé, dang diéu vo cung thoa man.
Tay Mé hiéu ro, tir hoi con trong doi dac nhiém Nhén Xanh hin da dwoc day rang, loai nguoi
nay cé van dé vé tam ly, & phwong Tay con cd thudt ngtr y hoc chuyén dung, goi 1a “hoi chirng
thich phan tach”, bon ho thich phan tach tat cd cac tht minh nhin thay ra, khong tach ra mot
cach triét dé thi trong long khong thé nao théa man dwoc. Loai nguoi nay moi khi giét nguoi,
bao gio cling chdt xac nan nhan ra lam bdy tam chin manbh. May tén gi€t nguwoi hang loat noi
tiéng nhat & phwong Tay gan nhw déu mac phai chirng bénh nay.

Dakis bao minh la ngwoi Tang ¢ Thanh Hai, c6 diéu Tay Mé thay khong giong lam. Khéng
glong nguoi Tang, gwong mdt han khong c6 ve chan chat mdc mac cia dan Tang, cliing khong
giong ngwoi Mong C6. Co diéu ciling khong ai truy van hin, sau khi hdn glet doi vién doi tuan
tra nui cling nhw giét linh dwong Tay Tang, thi khong con ai ddm nghi ngo hdn 1a ndi gian ndm
vung nira.

Tay Mé thu 4nh mat lai, quay sang nhin ban tay Dakis. Tay han rat vitng, trén con dwong nui
trong tranh rung lic, ban tay nam vo6 lang khong hé dong day, cang tay phai hoi trudce cé 16 cod
mot hinh xam, c6 didu gior chd do 1a mot vét seo thit dai, song khong giong dot bang tia laze.
Thay Tay M& chd y nhin minh, Dakis gio tay 1én quet quet mii, noi: “Khong dep dwoc nhw hinh
xdm cla dai ca day, hoi trwdc xam con than lan vé sau bi truy hd, s¢ bi nguo1i ta nhan ra, hen
14y dao catludn ch3 thit 4y di.” Tay M& khong néi gi, tiép tuc ngdm nhin tréi xanh may trang va
dong s6ng Da Pa nhuw dai ngoc kia.

Sau xe ngoi chat nguoi, Max ciing ¢ trong ddm nay. Khi 6ng chu khong c6 mat, han ciing
khong dam lam ra veé kham sai dai than truéc mat cai dam liu mang nay. Han can than khuyén
nhu dé TAy Mé 1én ngoi ghe lai phu con minh thi & phia sau v&i Thiét Quan, du sao thi hdn
ciing quen Thiét Quan mot thoi gian r01 Ngbi trong thung xe lac v, Max nhé lai nhiém vu ong
chu da giao cho han ntra thang trudc, “Max, may mang tdm ban do nay dén Trung Qudc trudr,
chuyén nay phai lam cho tot.”

“Ong cht, sao khong fax vé cho xong, khong thi scan 1én may tinh ciing dwoc, can gi...”

“P6 ngu, may biét cai g cht? May tuéng Cuc Tinh bao Trung wong My an phan ma song h3,
tam ban do nay ch1 can dung phwong thitc dién tt truyén di, n6i khong chirng da 1ap tic bi bon
ay biét ngay roi.”

“Nhwng ma, néu trén duong...”

“Thé nén mcrl phai dé may dich thin mang di, may phai dam bao v&i tao khéng duwoc dé xay
ra so suat...

“Toi...

“Yén tdm, tAim ban do6 nay la do dich than tao vé, tao da gio chit thu doan 1én do roi, cho du
c6 lot vao tay canh sat Trung Qudc, bon ching chura chic da hiéu duoc dau. Co didu d& da



phong van nhat, may van phai dam bao tuyét doi khong dé né roi vao tay bon chung. Con me
nd, néu ca tam ban do ma cling khong mang di n6i thi may con dwoc viéc gi nira chix!”

“Vang.”

“Con nira, dam nguoi kia huin luyén ciing kha kha ro6i phai khoéng, da dén lic cho chdng ra
ngoai hoat dong maot chit roi. Sau khi mang tam ban d6 nay t&i Trung Qudc, may hay nghi cach
dwa ching dén khu vic Lam Chi, nhé Ky, ngan van 1an khong dwgc thu hit sw chi y cia canh
sat Trung Quéc...”

“Ha ha ha..” M0t trang cwoi 1on lam Max giat minh suc tinh. Pam ngudi nay da bi gitt chan
trong khe nui hoang vu khong bong nguoi suot hon nita nam rong, ti lau da sap phat dién 1én
roi. Mac du Max ciing sap x&€p mot s6 tro vui, nhung du sao thi thé gi¢i bén ngoai ciing ddc Sac
hon nhiéu. So véi dam linh danh thué cua Merkln bon H6 Lang con d& hon mot chit, ndi thé
nao thi bon ching ciling da quen phai lan trén roi. Nghe ong chu ke vao luc khong pha1 mua
san, hay thoi diém bi truy dubi gdt gao, bon HO Lang nay khong co cho nao dé di, vay la lién
tron trong hang dong trén nui sudt nira nam lién khién doi tuan tra lan nao cling tro veé tay
trang. Vi vy Max ddc biét cdn than véi tén Tay Mé& dirng dau bang sdn trom nay. C6 thé khién
cho mot dam liéu mang nam yén trong hang nui lau nhu vay, sw nhan nai d6, uy thé dé, chinh
x4c 1a chi c6 bo ddi didc ching siéu cAp méi lam néi ma thai.

Dén gior rot cudc ciing c6 thé ra khéi khe nii d6, ddm liéu mang nay chen chiic trong thung xe
chat chdi, rim ran ké cho nhau nhitng truyén cuoi dam duc nghe mai cling khong biét chan,
lam ra dd thir dong tac tuc tiu, c6 hét strc bhat tiét tdm trang dwoc ra khoi nii rirng tré vé véoi
nhan loai. Nguoi cudi 1on nhat 1a Ivan, con cai tén giong eo éo the the, ctr nhdy qua nhay lai
trong thung xe kia la néi nhiéu nhit. Pau han | trong nhon nhon nhw qua tram, mdt gay ma den
mat rit nho, cam nhon hoat, bat ké 1a nhin géc nao, cai miéng han trong cling to mot cach qua
dang. Hon nira trong miéng han dwong nhu lic nao ciing dang nhai nhop nhép tht gi d6, mbi
khi cwoi lién 16 ra ham rang den den Vang vang khip khénh. Khong hiéu tai sao, khi nhin cai
miéng day nhtrng rdng cua han, Max tuwong nhu dang nhin vao cdp mat dng chu. C4 hai déu gay
cho nguwdi khac cam giac lanh budt trong tan day long.

“B6 cau hoang, mo6n ngon day, nuwong hay ham déu ngon ca!” Doc duong, tén do6 ctr huyén
thuyén bat tuyét chi cho dam nguoi trong xe biét thi no thit kia nén an thé nao, nhw thé la da
nghién ctru rat ky lworng vé cac mon an vay.

“Con bo Yak hoang kia nwéng 1én dam bao 1a cwc ngon!” “Con la hoang nay ma tung xéo thi
ngon nhat luon!” “Vit Thu Sa, bon vit Thu Sa du'crl song kia ma hap cach thuy thi ngon tuyét!
Con ca ca nhay song nira chlr nhat dinh 12 may ngwoi chwa dn bao gio réi!” “Nhan dau dom,
niu canh ngon lam'" “Sao khong thay con ran nao nhi, khong thi co the lam bat canh ran dwo'c
r01'" Tom lai la cac loai dong vat hoang da doc dwong déu bi han sap xép thanh du cac mon an,
ca chim sé va chu6t nui cling khong bo qua. Max nhu tham trong bung, gia nhu Soares ma ¢
day, khong chung da glet ludn céi thang lam moém nay di roi. Ong chu tung noi voi han, nguoi
dieu khién thu vat la mot nghé nghiép hét sitc ky quai. Bon ho c6 thé & chung mot cho, hoa
minh vao gilta dan thq, song nguoc lai, ciing khong hé nwong tay chit nao khi dung cac loai
dong vat tham sat con nguoi.

Thay tén kia van dang hung phén tudng twong céc loai dong vat ca dam gap trén duong
thanh cac mon cao lwong my vi, Max khong nhin dwoc héi Thiét Quan: “Thang kia 13 ai diy?
Chinh 13 c4i thiang van néi tir nay dén gior Ay,

Thiét Quan cudi cuoi dap: ‘Han tén Lam Nhan, qué Quang Dong, 1a thanh vién cip cao cua
Ho Lang, dung nhin bé ngoai hin giy dét ra nhw the lic ra tay thi khong ham ho chit nao dau.
Nghe noi trudoe khi gia nhap HO6 Lang han da di khap toan qudc sdn trom dong vat hoang da roi.
Han tung ty nhan rdng, ¢ Trung Quoc chi can la dong vat nguoi ta biét dén, tat thay déu vao
mleng han ca roi, chang han cai gi ma gdu tric, vieon den to vang, hé Pong Bic, ca tam Trung
Hoa...



Lam Nhan nghe bon han noi chuyén, lién nhay vu toi, dwong duwong ddc y noi: “Thé co6 dang
gi, toan mon binh thwo'ng cd, toi con an kién o Van Nam, an rét & Nghi Xwong, do rwou, an
song, dn xong con cam thay n6 bo qua bo lai trong da day nita co. O Quy Chau thi an &c sén, dac
san vung ay la mot loai 6¢ sén khoéng c6 vé, toan than den bong, dai khai to bang dau ngon tay
nay, thit no thi..” Nghe nhitng loai mon an ly ky c6 qudi tudn ra tir cai miéng toan riang vang
rang den 4y, Max chot cdm thay budn non.

M4y thang sau, Trac Moc Cudng Ba dén tim gip lat ma A La.

Mic du di nam bat dwoc cac dic trung co ban cua co quan hoc, nhung Trac Méc Cuong Ba
trudc sau van khong thé quén duwoc huyét tri ma ho trong thay trong dia cung Ah Puch. Ga con
nhé lat ma A La da ting noi, do moéila co quan chan chinh. Dén bay gio, da hoc duorc rat nhiéu
kién thic ly thuyet dong thoi cling c6 khong it kinh nghiém thuc tién, ga van khong the hiéu
thau huyet tri r6t cudc la thi gi. Nhung canh twgng day mau tanh va tan nhin dé qua that
khién nguoi ta kinh hon bat via. Vi vdy, hom nay ga dinh tim dng héi cho rd ngon nganh.

Trén bai huin luyén, Trwong Lap va Nhac Duwong dang b6 tri mot cam bay lién hoan vira méi
hoc duoc. Ba Tang dirng bén canh gop y. Trac Moc Cuong Ba va lat ma A La ng01 trén hai cai
don da nhin ho tir ding xa. Ga néi: “Pai su, ngai con nhé huyét tri & tang thit ndm trong dia
cung Ah Puch kh6ng?”

Lat ma A La nhin Trwong Lap dang lip gia d&, “0” mot tiéng, doan hoi: “Cau mudn héi gi
vay?”

Trac Moc Cuwong Ba néi: “Téi mudbn biét huyét tri rot cudc la thi gi?”

Lat ma A La gio méi quay dau nhin g3, ngac nhién thét 1én: “Tai sao dot nhién lai mudn hdi
van dé nay?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba dap: “Chung t6i da hoc co quan hoc rat 1au roi, nhung dén tin bay gio, toi
van chua c6 khai niém gi vé huyet tri ca. Toi con nh& dal sw da tung noi, chi huyét tri méi cé
thé coi la co quan chan chinh, vy nguyén Iy ctia né 1a thé nao? R4t cudc la né dung dé lam gi?”

Lat ma A La néi: “Véi nhitng glcau nam dwoc ldc nay, ciu cdm thay tac dung chd yéu cta cac
loai co quan ham nghia hep ma chiing ta hoc tap la gi?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba nghi ngo1i gidy lat, roi dap: “Hinh nhuw van la dé giét ngu'(rl a khéng, chu
yéu la d€ vay khdn hodc lam ton thwong vat san cham phai chét 13y thi ding hon.”

Lat ma A La lic dau néi: “Khong han thé, cac loai co quan mang nghia hep hién nay chung ta
da hoc duwoc 6 hai tac dung chu yéu. Thi nhat chinh la diéu cqu vira noi, nguoi cham phai co
quan s€ gap phlen phitc, con thit hai, chinh la dé bdo vé mot s6 do vat khong bi ké khac lay di
hodc hidy hoai, tdc dung nhuw mét 6 khoa vay. Huyet tri, chinh 13 loai co quan cé tac dung nay.
Toi c6 the cho cau biét mot diéu, hé théng khoa cta huyet tri tuyét doi khong kém hé thong
nhdn dang van tay hlen dai bay gir dau, tham chi con dat dén mirc do tinh vi nhuw hé théng
nhan dién gien nita co.”

“H4,” Trac Moc Cworng Ba khé kéu 1én mot tiéng, “ghé gém vay co a!”

Lat ma Ala gat dau: “Cau con nh& canh ctra d6 mé ra the nao day ch&? Nhitng tang da vén la
mau trang cudi cung toan bo bién thanh mau do, sau dé cira lién m& ra, cé dung khong?” Trac
Moc Cuong Ba khé gat dau.

Lat ma A La lai néi tiép: “Thuc ra bén ngoai canh ctra da dé con mot tang vat chat khac nira,
thtr dé 1a cai gl thi tam thoi toi khong thé cho cau biét duorc, cau ct coi no nhu mot loai soi co
thé co dan ciing dwoc. Luc co ddn cua loai soi nay rat 16m, giong nhw bap thit cia con nguoi
vay. Khi ching co lai hét c&, mot soi to nhw soi mi cé thé nhac du‘(yc tang d4 ning may chuc
kilogram, canh ctra kh6ng 16 do chinh 1a dwgc mé ra bang cach ay.”

Trac Mdc Cwong Ba chi git dau Khong noi. Canh ctra khong 16 hinh khung xwong ay kién co di
thwdng, chi so xe tai cling chwra chic ¢ thé mot Ian hic d6 ludn, vy ma lai bi thit soi d6 soi soi



kéo ra nhw vay, lwc co dan ay qua la kinh nguoi.

Lat ma A La néi tiép: The nhlrng, muon lam thi s¢i y co dan, chat 16ng binh thuwong khong
c6 tac dung, can phai dung...”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba thot 1én: “Mau? Chang trach né duoc goi la huyét tri.”

Lat ma A La stta lai: “Mau ngudi. Nhwng khong phai toan bo. Cau cé biét trong mau ngudi cé
bao nhiéu loai vat chat khong?”

Trac Moc Cworng Ba dap: “Hong ciu, con cd, con c6... ¢ gi nira nhi?”

Lat ma A La mim cudi: “Nhiéu lam toi noi nhuw thé nay nhé, s6 lwong cac vat chat trong mau
nguoi nhiéu khong ké xiét, chi _riéng cac loai y hoc hién dai thwo'ng dung da cé toi may chuc
roi, hong cau, bach cau, tiéu cau, may chuc loai protein lam dong mau, protein chong dong
mau cling co may chuc loal ngoai ra con cac nguyéen to vi lugng, khang nguyén khang thé, may
thir nay thi con nhiéu hon nita. Con huyet tri, chinh la dung cac co quan khac nhau trong co thé
nguoi, tién hanh loc mau, cuoi cung sé co dwoc mot loai dich the mau do, boi vi chua phan tich
cu thé bao gio, nén toi chi doan co 1€ trong do chita hong cau va mot so loai protein chong
dong mau, ma chi cé loai dich thé mau doé nady méi cé thé khién thir soi kia co rat hét c& ma
thoi.”

Trac Moc Cuworng Ba nghe ma din thoi mat, voi hoi: “Pai sw sao lai hiéu ro vé huyét tri vay?”

Lat ma A La diém dam mim cudi: “Cau c6 biét cai huyet tri nguyén ven dau tién dwoc khai
quat & dau khong? Huyén Mac Thoat & Tay Tang day Vi vay, toi c6 thé khing dinh dia cung Ah
Puch va Toa thanh dwoc anh sang toa chiéu kia co quan hé tat yéu. Dua theo két qua khao
ching trudce mat, huyet tri rat c6 thé 1a dung cu té€ 1€ clia mot gido phai c6 xwa da tiéu vong tir
ratlau & Tay Tang.”

Lat ma A La nhém ‘nguwoi ding ddy, nhin ra phia bai huin luyén noi: “Hi€u biét cta toi vé
huyét tri ciing chi gioi han ¢ bé ngoai thé thoi, toan bo chi co vay. Co diéu da noi toi day, da
hoc mén co quan hoc nay mot thoi gian dai nhuw vay, cAu cho rang chd loi hai cia co quan nam
& dau, Cuong Ba thiéu gia?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba nguwéc mat nhin ra bai huin luyén phia xa, may nguoi bon Truong Lap
da b6 tri xong cam bay, chi thiy gitra bai c6 1a mot lum cay bui, hoan toan khong hé c6 ddu tich
clia sw nguy hiém chit ndo.

Nhac Duong mé ctra 16ng, tha con thé hoang lam thi nghiém ra. Con thé vira ra khéi long, lién
nhanh chong chay vao cho kin an nap, khong ngo bén dudi bong cay nhan tao kia chinh la chot
lay clia co quan, ca bui cay d6 sap xuong Con thé ciing cuc ky nhanh nhen, 14p titc ddo sang
bén trai, lwoi thép ph1a truée lién “tung” mot tiéng bung vot 1én, tho hoang tirc khac dung
chan, 1&n tron mot vong duoi dat, dao nguoc dwong lao sang bén phal Phia phai bai c6 bong
dau bat lén mot miéng van go chan ngay trwdc mdt con tho, con vat khong kip ding budrc, hic
thang vao day Ca va cham lam con tho hoang vang dau vdng mat, a0 ddo mdy luot, thay van
g0 do up xudng, voi chay di, nao ngo coc go dwdi dat lai lién tlep nho lén, chan du‘ng dwong lui
cua no. Con thé hoang cting kha nhanh nhen, lach bén trai né bén phai, vira méi thoat khoi
vong vay cua coc go thi da thay phia trwédc c6 mot cai hang, lién khéng nghi ngoi gi da chui tot
vao trong ay.

Ctra sat déng sap lai, con tho lai tré vé Iong cua no, Nhac Duvong, Truwong Lap va ca Ba Tang
cudi cwdi ban luan, xem ra co quan t& hop don gian nay da thiét ké thanh cong roi.

Trac Moc Cuong Ba hoi tuong lai ca qua trinh 4y, dot nhién that 1én: “A, toi hiéu roi, cho dang
so nhat ctia co quan, chinh 1a & tinh bi mat ctda né!”

Lat ma A La hai long gat gat dau: ‘ ‘Dung vay, Cwong Ba thleu gia, cAu da ndm duwoc yeu quyét
ctia co quan hoc roi do. Cho dang so cia co quan, chinh la cau khéng nh1n thay no. Khl cau phat
hién ra dé 1a mot co quan, thi nguy hiém ciing theo d6 ma gidm xuéng dang ké rdi. Qua trinh



pha gidi co quan, thuc chat chinh la qua trinh ddu tri dau lwc véi ngudi thi€t ké nén co quan ay
Hai bén déu khong nhin thay doi thd, nhwng lai phai suy nghi xem doi phuong c6 thé nghi toi
nhirng van dé g1, hay c6 van de gly khong nghl toi. Glong nhu luc & tang sau dia cung Ah Puch,
chung ta lan xuong nwéc nhw vay thucra la rat mao hiém, nhwng lic 4 ay thi ching ta hét cach
roi, do la du'(yng ra duy nhat ciia moi ngudi, nén danh lidu danh cwoc mot phen. Pugc roi, hom
nay noi toi day thoi, may ngudoi ‘trong nhom goi cau kia.” Trwong Lap dang dimng phia xa vay
vay tay goi Trac Moc Cwong Ba téi.



/7 A / =
Bwoc ngoat maoi
Trac Moc Cuong Ba dirng ngan nguwoi ra mot lic, nghién ngam lai nhitng 161 lat ma Ala vira
néi, “Cho dang so cia co quan, chlnh la cau khong nhin thay né,” dong thoi 101 canh bao cia
Babatou cling vong lai bén tai g3, “Ké thu dang so thuc su, [a nhung thir ta khong nhin thay,
diém chung cta hai thit nay, chinh 1a phat hién. Nhu'ng loi nay khong hleu sao ga cam thay rat
quen thudc, tua ho nhu trong mot khodng thoi gian, ngay nao ciing cé ngudi nhac nhé gi vay.

Trwong Lip chay t&i, cwdi cwdi ndi: “Cwedrng Ba thiéu gia, cé thdy co quan to hop cda ching
toi khong? Coi la thanh cong dwoc chwa nhi?”

“Um.” Trac Moc Cuong Ba khé dap mot tiéng, trong long bong nhién dang lén cam giac so hai
v0 cung manh mé. Rat nhiéu sw viéc xay ra trong qua kht, rat nhiéu diéu dén nay ga van khong
thé nao ly giai n01 ting s klen mot hién lén trong tam tri, n01 sg dy con dang so hon ca khi ga
doi dién voi ngwoi dan 6ng co doi mat nhuw ctia loai rdn doc vatén théiran & Putumayo kia, boi
ban than gd xua nay chua ting c6 cam giac nhw vay bao gio ca. ROt cudc la chuyén gl day'? Tai
sao c6 thé khién ga trao dang mot nodi s¢ phat xuat tlr sAu tham ndi tAm? Pau 6c Trac Moc
Cudng Ba titc khiac chim vao u mé hdn don, mudén binh tam tinh tri lai thi chi cang thém réi
loan.

Luc nay, L&r Canh Nam budc qua bén canh hai ngwoi, Trwong Lap voi dirng thang nguoi, cung
kinh néi: “Gido quan.” Moi lan thi Lt Canh Nam bao gio cling dap lai, nhu'ng lan nay dwong nhu
c6 khong hé nghe thay, tham chi cd nét mit ban than hon loan ctia Trac Moc Cudng Ba cb ciing
khong chu y dén, ma rdo buéc di thing qua.

Lit Conh Nam nhanh chéng dudi theo lat ma A La, danh mét ra hiéu, vi sw gia hiéu y, lién di
theo vao van phong cua co.

Lat ma A La vira buéc vao cu'a Lt Canh Nam da khong sao kim nén nodi cdm giac kich dong
trong long, truc ti€p noéi ludn: “Pai nhan, cé hai viéc hét sttc quan trong. Merkin dén Trung
Quocroi!”

“Ha!” Lat ma A La ciing lap tttc tré nén nghiém tic, mic du khong biét khodng thoi gian nay
Merkin da di dau, lam nhiing chuyén gi, nhung mot khi y da xuat hién & Trung Quoc, chac chan
1a tén nay sé& c6 hanh dong gi d6. Lat ma A La diém tinh héi tiép: “Con mot chuyén nita 1a gi?”

Lt Cinh Nam gat dau dap: “Hom kia c6 nguoi bao cao, ¢ bién gi¢i Thanh Tang c6 ke kha
nghi, dodn la mot bang san trom, thé nén cong an cda chung ta da tién hanh tin cong dot kich.
Mot dam ngudi than phan | bt minh hodng loan bo chay, khong phat hién ra dong vat hoang da
nao, nhung da tim thay mot tAm ban do. Cac chuyen gia cho rang, ban dd nay co lién quan dén
Tay Tang c6 dai, nén di giao cho nhém nghién ctru, con c6 mang theo ban sao diy, dai nhin
xem.

Lat ma A La cam tdm ban db 1én, 1Am bam néi: “Hinh nhw 1a mét tAm ban d6 hang hai co, chu

thlch nay la... 6.. ha! Pay la..’ ’ Canh tay vi sw gia dot nhién run lay bay, kinh ngac thét 1én,

“Khong thé nao, khong thé nao nhw vay dwoc! TAm ban d6 nay sao lai dot nhién xuat hién chi?
Chang Ié dung 13y y troi hay sao?”

Lt Canh Nam noi: “bai nhan, ngai cho rang viéc tdm ban do6 nay dot nhién xuat hién liéu co
lién quan gi dén chuyén Merkin bat ngo tré ve nwédc hay khong?”

Lat ma A La néi: “Y ctia con 1a?”

Lt Canh Nam noi: “Trong bao cao cia nhom nghién ctru guri den trong tay bon ho 1a tdm ban
d6 géc, mot tam ban d6 hang hai dwoc dan Tang co vé trén da séi tir trén mot ngan nam truoec.
Theo phan doan clia con, Merkin khong dam mao hiém mang tdm ban do6 nay xuat hién, ma
thong qua phuong thirc khac trudce tién la chuyen ban do den dat nuée ching ta, sau dé'y méi
to1i, chi la y khong ngr dwoc minh da ay thac sai ngwoi, cho nén...



Lat ma A La v6 tay néi: “Khdng sai duoc dau! Tam ban do6 nay nhat dinh da dwoc 1dy ra tw
trong dia cung Ah Puch, chinh la ké xuat hién cudi cing d6, mic du ta chi trong thay bong lung
han thoi, nhung ké ay that v6 cung dang so, toan than toat ra mot thir mui vi ta quai kho hiéu.
Han la nguoi cua t6 chirc kia, mot trong muoi ba nguoi, han 1a ngudi & trong lang tdm 4y lau
nhdt, chac chan 1a da phat hién ra diém gi ma chung ta so suit bo qua. Pang Ié ta phai nghi ra
lau réi mai phai, ké 4 ay tuyét d6i khong thé Ia quan du kich, chang trach Merkin lai khong Xuat
hién, thi ra da c6 ke khac dén dia cung Ah Puch r6i, muc dich chinh la mé& canh ctta lan truéc
bon ching chuwa mé ra duoc kia.”

L&t Canh Nam lién hoi: “Cé 1€ nao, tdim ban d6 iy chinh la Toa thanh dwoc 4nh sang tda chiéu
hay sao?”

LatmaALa _dap: "Chuyén nay kho noi 1dm, nhung tin tirc xuat hién bat ngd nay sé 1ap day rat
nhiéu diém con trong trong diéu tra cua chung ta, n6i thé nao thi noi, ching ta ciing cang lic
cang dén gan muc tiéu roi. Bay gio thi ta da hoan toan minh bach. Chinh ké kia da dua ban do
cho Merkin, hodc 1a bon y cling vuii @au nghién cttu, hon nita nim nay, sau khi da hiéu duoc ban
do6 néi gi, bon y moi dén Trung Quoc That dung la lwéi troi long 16ng, thra ma khé lot, bon 'y co
ning lwc may ciing chang thé nao ngdr ndi, tAm ban do dy cudi cung lai lot vao tay chiing ta.”

L&t Canh Nam néi: “Duéi sw chi dan cta dic Phat toan ning, 4anh sdng mai mai & phia ching
ta.”

LatmaALa noi: “Khong thé do du duorc nita, noi voi nhom nghién ctru, can phal lap tirc lam
rd xem rot cudc trén ban do an chira thong tin gi. Lan nay ching ta da bi chung bo lai sau lu'ng
roi, 3, bdo v&i cac thanh vién trong nhém, can chuan bi sdn sang dé xuat phat bat ci [tic nao.

“Vang!”

Cung thoi diém doé, @ mot noi hoang Vang khong bong nguoi, Merkin lon tleng chwri vao dién
thoai: “Max! May la do ngu xuan! Tao phai 16t da may! Mot chuyén bi mat nhw vay, khong ngo
lai dé may lam 16 ra hét ca! Tao that khong thé nao hiéu ndi tai sao minh lai cho mot thing ngu
nhw may di theo lau nhw thé co chit!”

Trong ong nghe vang 1én giong s¢ sét ciia Max: “Chinh... chinh vi 4n mat qua... bon ho ciing
lam rat can than, lic di trén duong luén quan sat xem co ai theo ddi khong. Khong ngo... khong
ngd... lai khién canh sat Trung Quoc chu y dén... dng chu...

“Cach,” Merkin dip manh dng nghe xudng. Nhin diéu b6 y, nhw thé muén ddm mot phat cho
nat by cai dién thoai ra vay.

“Sao vay ha?” Giong Soares lanh lanh nhw bang cit 1én trong mét géc u am.

Merkin han hoc néi: “Mat ban d6 roi. Tdm ban do 4y da roi vao tay canh sat Trung Quéc. Cai
thing Max 4y da theo toi bao nhiéu ndm, vdy ma mot chut chuyén nho vay ciing khoéng lam cho
xong, that dung la ngu xuan hét chd néi. Con ca ddm lon Trung Qudc dwoc huan luyén dic biét
kia nita chtt, diing 1a mot thing ngu 16n dit theo mot 1ii ngu nhd!”

Soares phi cuwoi thanh tleng, tham nhd, “Khong hiéu thang cha Merkin nay dang néi dam
thudc ha hay noi chinh hin nira.” Chi nghe y chAm rdi noi: “Khong can hé gl, ching ta da nghlen
ctru di nghién ctru lai tdim ban d6 d6 bao nhiéu [an rdi, khong cé thi ciing van tim dwoc thoi.”

Merkin n6i: "T6i khong lo chuyen nay, van dé la, tim ban d6 dé sé nhanh chdng roi vao tay
bon nguoi & Tay Tang kia ay cht.”

Soares bat cuoi: “Thé thi sao chi¥? Bon chiing cling phai lam r6 dwoc y nghia cua tam ban do
truée da, chi so cling pha1 mat mot thoi gian, ma trong khoang thoi gian do, ching ta som da
1y duoc thir minh can, néu ddng [a c6 thir y. Sau d6, ching ta sé& cé thé... truc tiép dén Bac Ba
La than miéu roi!”

Merkin van lo lang néi: “Véan dé 1a, s6 luong thong tin ma chung nam gitt trong tay 16n hon
cia ching ta rat nhiéu. N6i ngay [an nay thoi, néu khéng phai td6i nhan dwoc tin tirc, biét



chuyén Toa thanh dwgc anh sang toa chiéu kia da dwogc nguoi Tang cb mang dén chau My, e 1a
dén gio ching ta cling khong thé nao 1y giai du'crc tai sao trong dia cung cua ngudi Maya lai
xuat hién ban d6 do ngwoi Tay Tang veé ra nita.”

Soares tram ngam noi: “U'm, anh néi ciing phai, xem ra phan doan dau tién cua chung ta da
sai lam, ddm nguoi d6 nghién ctru Bac Ba La than miéu tuyét déi khong chi méi mot hai nam,
ma da nghlen ctru ca mot thoi gian dai roi. No6i khong chung, chi trong may ngay ngan ngui
ching da dich duoc thong tin trén tdm ban do iy cliing nén. Co diéu vay cling dau c6 sao, dang
nao cing c6 may noi khac nhau co ma, ching ta ctt danh cuoc mot phen di, xem bén nao tim
dwoc chia khéa cudi cung dan dén Bac BalLa than miéu trwdc.” Y nhém day hit mot hm dai, cai
bong mau xam trong goc toi toat 1én vé lanh lung c6 doc, chinghe y chim chim néi: “Ben, thoi
gian nghién ctru vé Tay Tang cua anh dai hon t6i, anh cho rang cho nao 1a noi c6 kha ning cit
gidu ban d6 nhat?”

Khée m1eng Merkin nhech 1én, 16 ra moOt nu cwoi: “Mac Thoat!” dong thoi 14y di dong ra bao
cho Max, “Goi bon ngu xuan da dwoc huan luyén kia di, chting ta xuat phat!”

Lan nay L& CaAnh Nam khong gidu cac thanh vién trong nhom nira, tin titc mau chong thong
qua con dwong truyen miéng dén tai ting nguoi mot. Hai ngay sau, khi Trac Moc Cuong Ba
nghe dworc tin tirc tw cho Nhac Duong, llen 1ap tic mudn bao ngay cho gido su Phwong Tan van
dang vui dau nghién cu'u veé dia cung cua nguoi Maya. Day canh ctra phong gido su, Trac Moc
Cuong Ba cao giong néi: “Thay gido, cé tin titc méi, c6 thé ching ta sdp xuat phat dé&n noi rdi!”

Gian phong hét sttc bira bon, gido su dang ngoi tredc man hinh may tinh, nhin lwét qua dau
dau cling thay cac tai liéu vé van minh Maya. Ong ngodnh dau, chinh lai gong kinh trén mii,
nhirng nép nhdn trén tran va mai toc diém bac khién Trac Moc Cuong Ba khong khéi boi hdi
xuc dong. Ga hiéu dwoec, vi ga, ngu’oq thay nay da bo ra qua nhiéu cong strc, tinh nghia gitra ga
va gido si Phuong Tan, mot chit “cam kich” thoi that khong thé biéu dat noi.

Gido su Phwong Tan gé& chiéc kinh xudng, héi: “U’'m, an nay lai c6 tin gi thé?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba khong gidu ndi niém han hoan: “Nghe néi, l1a c6 ddu mo6i maéi roéi, hinh
nhw 1a mot tAm ban do6 hay gi d6 thi phai.”

“Or” Giao su Phuong Tan tram tw nai, “‘Cuong Ba a, khoang thoi gian nay, toi c6 trao dé6i kinh
nghiém véi may nguwoi bén nhom nghlen ctiru, dong thoi cling cung mot sO nguoi ban nghién
ctru thém, chung toi phat hién ra, cai noi goi la Bac Ba La nay, that khéng hé don gian nhw
chung ta hang twéng twong dau.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba ng01 xuong trwdc ban, nhin gwong mat gia nua di rd rét cua 6ng, noi:
Thay gido, thay mét m01 qua roi, ci nhw vay strc khoe khong tru n6i dau, ma ciing lam toi thay
ay nay trong long nita.”

Gido sw Phuong Tan dui dui dr & khoe mit: “Cling hét cach roi, Cwong Ba a, cAu van chua
nam dwoc toan bo bién héa ctia s kién nay a?” Ong ngoanh dau la1 nghiém tuc noi, “Ngai Luc
Khac di roi, anh ta khong chi la gido quan huin luyén chung ta, ma con la thanh phan c6t can
cung ca nhém lén duong; anh ta di khoi day, chirng to cap trén da truyen dat xudng day mot tin
hiéu roéi. Thoi gian kéo dai qua lau, sy nhan nai cta cap trén ciing co han théi, thit ho muén
nhin thay khong phai sy trvong thanh cta may nguoi chung ta day, ma_ 13 mot thir c6 thé khién
nguoi ta phan chin thtrc su, thé nhung cho dén tan bay gio, ching ta van cir mai giam chan tai
cho Vi vay, trwdc mat Ia nguy khon trung trung, phai tin dung hét moi thoi gian, nhan luc con
c6 thé loi dung dwoc nguoén tu liéu quy gia nay, ching ta can tranh thu trao do6i nhiéu hon véi
dam chuyen gia kia, hong c6 dwoc nhitng tai liéu mudn cé. Nhitng thit 4y, & noi khac ching ta
khong thé nao tra ra dwoc dau.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba ddt tay 1én vai gido su, gat dAu noi: “T6i biét, toi biét, ké tir khi bat dau
tim ki€m T& Ky Lan, toan b sw kién déu tré nén phirc tap, hon nita lai con cang ngay cang
phttc tap hon. Thé nhung, chung ta.. van déu dang song khoe manh ma chang phai vay sao? Va
lai, chung ta cling dang ngay mot tién gan muc tiéu hon roi con gi.” Trai qua mo6t dot huin



luyén dia nguc, kho khdn 1Am méi thoat ra duorc, cu01 cung cting coi nhw c6 mot budc tién mai,
tam trang Trac Méc Cwong Ba dwong nhién la hét sirc tot.

Giao sw Phuong Tan, thim tan thuong trong long ‘Kién nhan ben bi, ddy m&i chinh la Cuong
Ba ma t6i biét chit.” Ong m& mady tinh ra néi: “Truéc mit, doi véi viéc nghién ctru van hoa
Maya, phia nhém nghién ctru khong co tién trién gi 16n lam du sao ho cling 1a chuyén gia vé
Tang hoc chtr khong phai chuyén gia vé van minh Maya. Ban be t6i gitp lién hé voi mot 50
nguoi chuyen nghién ctru van hoa Maya, moi nguoi da nhan duoc mot phan cua bang Vldeo ay,
va déu L gdp phai tro ngai khi xem nhing chir khac trong ham mo. Pau tién l1a van tw ay khong
phai van ty Maya truyén th6ng ma da c6 mot sé bién doi, t& hon nita 13, trong so Ay con xuat
hién gdn mo6t tram ky hiéu bon ho chwa tirng trong thay bao gio, vi vay muon giai dich ra cling
c6 do khé nhat dinh. C6 dieu, tw lleu hinh anh t6i chup lai & ché thach tran khéng 16 thi da dwoc
dich ra mot phan roi, cau xem nay.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba nhan lay phan tu lieu, chi thiy trén cac 'ky hiéu chi chit nhitng doan chu
thich, phan van ban dich ra & dwéi la: vang dwong do nhw mau chim xuong troi Tay, bén trén
canh rlrng sau xanh thim nhw muc 13 nhiig ang may xam xit, toc tredng da sap qua doi, ong
ha 1énh: “Xay cho ta mot can phong bang da dwdi dat sau, nhé thoi nhung phai kién c6, mdc
cho ta chiéc 4o 16mn ‘tuong trung cho vuong quyén, roi dat ta vao do, giong nhu ta van song,
chang qua chi la ngu thi€p mot giac dai ma thoi. Bén canh hay dat chiéc bat da, ban an va con
dao bang da Itra, roi hay dong ham mo lai theo dung tap tuc cua ching ta, tiép tuc di con duong
cua cac nguoi, mong rdng cac nguoi sé tim thay Thanh thanh trong nam katun t&i day. Ta sé
mai & trén bau troi quan sat cac ngudi, vinh vién chic phic cho cac nguoi.”

Tat ca déu dwoc lam theo ménh Iénh cta ong. Nguoi ta dao mot cai ho 16n, xdy mot can nha
da mai tron duéi dé, bén ngoai nha da dung mot tam bang da trén khac hinh chim quyén xanh
va rat nhiéu dong vat khac, tw cho thap nhat 1én dinh, xay thanh ba bac binh dai, moi bac déu
c6 cau thang X0ay Xung quanh O gitta gian nha da, nhwng birc tuwong trang va cay cot duoc
diéu khac tinh té ti mi tao thanh mot gian phong da kin, trén tuong c6 vé nhirng sw tich vi dai
cua toc truong, nguoi da 1anh dao bo toc clia minh tim kiém qué huwong méi. Chinh nho swanh
minh va diing cam cua 6ng, bo tdc ho méi duworc sinh soi phat trién. Trong gian phong da nay,
moi nguoi trong bo tocy theo menh [énh cudi cung cua ngwoi, mac cho ong chiéc 4o l6mn tuwong
trung cho vwong quyen dat 6ng nam gitra ham mo, sau d6 cr hanh nghi thirc c6 xua roi | dong
clra md lai, trén ham mo ném cay giao gdy, cuon lai va xé rach 14 chién ky noi danh lirng 1ay cua
ong, dé tleng quat manh mé cda toc tredng mai mai bau ban bén nguoi. Sau 4o, moi nguoi san
lap ho, xay bén trén mot ngoi dén bang da, co tru da ghi nién ky va nhirng birc twong da trang
sang bong Sau khi hoan tat moi viéc, dan toc kién cuong bat khuat nay lai tiép tuc tién thing
vao rirng siu tham tham duédi sw lanh dao cda mot thu linh mai..

Trac Moc Cwong Ba doc t&i day, lam bam néi: “Giéng nhw thanh ca cia ngwoi Kukuer, nhung
lai khac v&i nhitng gi chiing ta nhin thay.”

Giao sw Phwong Tan gat dau: “Um, ddy chi la ndi dung ¢ trén ba cay tru da trang thoi, nhing
noi dung khac van dang duoc gap rat tién hanh gidi ma va dich ra, tin rang khong lau nira sé co
ket qua thoi. Con mot thi nira, co con nhé loai dong vat trau khong ra trau lon khong ra lon ma
cau nhin thiy trong cim dia Ah Puch khong?”

Trac Moc Cwdong Ba ndi ngay: “Dwong nhién la nhé, hinh nhw khdng phai la dong vat an thit
ding khong?”

Giao su Phwong Tan noi: “Doi voi nhitng nha nghién ctru Nam My, d6 da khong con la bi mat
nira roi. Loai dong vat ay goi 1a trau lgn, twr nhitng nam ba mwoi cua thé ky trwdc da co nguoi
phat hién ra, cling 13 mot loai dong vat ma cac nha khoa hoc cho ring da tuyét chung tur bay
dén mwoi ngan nam truwdrc, cung thoi voi voi ma mut, thé dan ban dia thwong san ban lam thirc
an. Vé sau doi khao sat vao rung tim ki€m, nhu'ng khong c6 két qua gi, cho dén nay van con c6
mdt s6 nha dong vat hoc dang tim kiém né diy.”

Ldc nay, Trwong Lap mirng vui khap khéi chay vao, cuéng quyt néi: “Gido sw, Cwong Ba thiéu



gia, mau ra day, gido quan sap tuyén bd roi, tin tirc tot day!”

Moi nguoi tap trung ca veé gian phong hoc 1on. L&t Canh Nam noi voi cac hoc vién bang giong
hoa nha nhat c6 thé: “Co 1& trong cac ban cling c6 nguoi biét r6i. My hém trwée, doi thu cua
ching ta, Ben da dén Trung Quoc dong thm cong an Trung Qudc chung ta ciing tim dugc mot
tdm ban do chu thich bang tiéng Tang cd, néi chinh xac hon, dé 1a mot tdm ban do hang ha1
sau khi dwoc cac chuyén gia trong nhom nghién ctru ngay dém khéng nglrng tim hiéu, cudi
cung ching ta da phat hién ra duoc van dé quan trong nhat.”

Lir Canh Nam dung 101, chi nghe thay t1eng thé gdp gap bén dudi, lai tlep tuc noi: “Néu két
qua cua nhom nghién ctru 1a chinh xac, thi tdm ban do dé la do vi st gia co nhiém vu mang Toa
thanh dwoc anh sang toa chleu dén chau My chén gidu, trong thm gian ¢ Maya, dya vao tri nhé
siéu pham cua minh vé nén con duong ong da di qua. Vi st gla 4y thud sinh tién it han 1a mot
vi tri gia, ong da vé ban do cla vung Tang-Vé hét strc twong tan rach roi, mdc du khong the SO
v6i ban d6 ngay nay, nhung ciing du cho chung ta h1eu duoc dai khai. Con hinh dang cla cac
quoc gia chau A khac va chau My thi lai hét strc c6 quai, ]am cac chuyén gia cia chung ta phai
vat hét tam tw méi nhan ra rang, day ch1nh 1a hinh tuong cua hai chdu lyc 16n nay trong mat
nguoi xwa. Nhung néu nhitng suy doan vé tdm ban do6 hang hai nay la dung, thi cac dia diém
quan trong chu thich trén dé lai khlen nguwoi ta that khong sao hiéu noi. Ket hop véi rat nhiéu
tw liéu khac, nhom nghién ctiru ctia ching ta dua ra két luin rang, vi st gia kia sau khi dén Bach
thanh lo rang minh khong thé tré vé Tay Tang lay thanh vat khac di, nén da dung tri tué cda
minh vé nén tdm ban d6 nay. Chac 6ng ta giao cho nguoi m1nh tin cay nhat trong Bach thanh
sau d6 moi tror vé Tay Tang, nhit dinh da dan do nguoi o lai rang, bao nhiéu nam sau do, neu
c6 du nang luc, hdy dén Tay Tang xem thu nhlrng thir nay thir kia c6 con & day hay khong, néu
khong con thi pha1 lam thé nao. Trong do co ba noi cuc ky quan trong, sau nhiéu tranh luan,
chiing t6i cho rang, mot 1a di chi C6 Cach & khu vuc A Ly hién nay, mot la quan thé c6 mo &
huyén Lap Tu' khu vuc Xigaze ngay nay, con noi cu6i ciing thi ndm & Mac Thoat, khu vuc Lam
Chi ngay nay.”

“Gi ha?” Cip mat Tréc Moc Cuong Ba nhu mudn 16i han ra ngoai, ga kinh ngac thot 1én, “Vay
chang phai la danh d4u ca ba viing Tang- -Vé vao roi hay sao?” Khu virc A Ly nam ¢ phia Tay dat
Tang, trén bién gioi Trung- An Xigaze thi ¢ mién Trung Tay Tang, con Lam Chi thi ¢ phia Dong,
nhu vay, pham vi danh diu cta tam ban d6 nay da bao trum ca dat Ty Tang may ngan ciy so
vuong roi.

Nhac Dwong ciing noi: “Nhung vi st gia nam ay chang phai da binh an tré vé roi hay sao? Vay
chic ong ta da mang di nhirng tin vat con lai roi, cho du khong phal ong ta, thi nhitng nha tham
hiém truéc ching ta cé 18 ciing mang di mat roi. Ching ta con di...

L&t Canh Nam ngat 101: “bung vay, trong Co Cdch kim thw chép la vi st gia kia c6 trd vé that,
nhung sau khi tré vé lai khong hé roi khoi Co Cach, hon nira chang bao lau sau thi di qua doi,
sach chép rang u uat bi thwong ma chét. Vi vay, co thé doan _rang ong ta Van chwa kip dén
nhitng noi khac. C6 diéu, ching ta khong con thoi gian nita roi, dam nguoi cia Ben da xuat
phat truwdc chung ta may ngay, mac du nhirng nguoi chuyén trach theo sat chiing cho rang tén
Ben do da bién mat & khu vuc Kha Kha Tay Ly, song ching toi nghi ngo do chi la tro che mat
thoi, vi vay, chung ta cling phai nhanh chéng Ién duong. Mac du khong cé chii thich nao chi ra
ba noi ay c6 nhiing gi, nhuwng dwa trén nhiing tw liéu khac cua ching ta da co, cac chuyén gia
suy doan dé c6 1& la mot tAm ban do vé trén da séi.”

Truong Lap thic méc: “Nhung tAm ban d6 4y chang phai la da bi nguwoi ta 14y di roi hay sao?”

Lt Canh Nam cuo1i cwoi: “Dlng thé, c6 mot tdm ban do da bi nguoi ta lay di, nhung ai co thé
khang dinh rang chi c6 mot tim ban dd thdi chir. Vi qudc vwong nam do, dén ca Toa thanh anh
sang téa chiéu con phuc ché dwoc, vay thi... tai sao khong thé c6 hai tdm ban do chit? Con nita,
nhitng nguoi co tdm ban do kia, cho dén nay van chwa thé tim dwoc Bac Ba La than miéu, tdim
ban do bi lay di dy la that hay gia, gio cling chua thé xac dinh duorc. Tém lai, chung ta khong thé
b6 qua bat ctr d@u méi nao, hon nita, ddy con 1a dau méi cé thé khién dsi thii clia ching ta hét



strc hirng tha nira!”

Trac Méc Cwong Ba néi: “Vay nén ching toi phai 1ap tic di luyén tap, phai vay khéng gido
quan?”

L&t CAnh Nam lac dau: “Poi chut da, hdm nay goi moi nguoi dén day chinh la vi con c6 bai hoc
ma@i nira. Co cau, b1et minh biét ngudi, tram tran traim thang, lan nay chung ta lén duong chi so
sé phai doi mat véi quan doi dac chun chinh quy cua nuoc ngoai, mdc du khong biét ddi
phuong c6 thé mang vi khi vao lanh tho Trung Quoc hay khong, nhuwng t6i van phai néi cho
moi ngudi biét vé mot so vii khi loai méi ma bon ho st dung.”

Rém ctra déu ha xuong, den phong tat hét, trén man hinh may chiéu, bon Trac Moc Cuong Ba
Ian lwot tim hiéu cac loai vii khi ma déi tha st dung. Ngoai cac loai vii khi théng thuong cda
linh dic ching, con c6 nhu'ng loai vii khi hoan toan méi ma may ngwoi nhom Trac Moc Cuong
Ba chura tirng thay bao gio, bao gom sung lap ong kinh camera c6 the xoay ngoat, con c6 mot
loai lwu dan sang khién nguoi ta cung lic mat ca thi giac 14n thinh giac, thudc no hen gio dang
dinh hinh ctc 40, mot loai thudc giam dau tac dong dén trung khu than kinh, khién nguoi ta du
ton thwong dén vo xwong gay xuwong cling khong hé thay dau ddn... Loat vii khi m&i d6 khién
bon Trac Mdc Cuong Ba hoa hét ca mat, cang nghe lai cang thiy ron nguoi, néi thé nao ciing
thay giéng nhuw minh sip di danh tran...

Thoi gian khong con nhiéu, chi c6 mot ngay dé€ thu thap tw liéu, ngay thir hai cd nhém da sap
x€p hanh trang 1én dwong, dich dén ctia ho Ian nay la... Mac Thoat!
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Vung dat bi mat cudi cung
Mac Thoat, & trién phia Nam day Himalaya, tiép giap voi An Do, dich nghia ra 1a “doa sen bi
t “Mdc Thoat” trong tleng Tang duoc dung dé chi hoa. Noi nay 1a huyén duy nhat trong
toan quoc khong thong véi dwong qudc 19, goi 1a “hon dao c6 doc trén cao nguyén”, dia thé
Nam thap Bic cao, dién tich khoang ba muoi ngan kilomet vuéng, thudc vung long chao ha du
song Nha Lo Tang B0, dd cao trung binh mot ngan mét so véi muc nudc bién. Mic Thoat nam
trén vung dut gay Hlmalaya va vung duat gady Mdc Thoat, hoat dong dia chit rat phtc tap,
thudng xuyén Xay ra dong dat, sutlé, dat da troi, cong thém khi hdu am thap nhiéu mua. Chinh
phu cling tung dau tw mot khodn tién 16n dé xay duong, song gan nhu khong thay hiéu qua gl.
Tuong truyén, chinh A Quynh Ket Ba bao ho cho thanh dia cudi cung cua Tang gido nguyén
thuy nay, khong dé ngwoi khac xam hai; cling c6 nguoi noi day 1a két qua nam xuwa A Quynh Két
Ba dau phép v&i Lién Hoa Sinh dai sw, khién noi nay nui cao lém chém, khe nui sau dal 13y
song Nha Lo Tang B lam ranh gidi, vach ra mot quan ai thién nhién hiém tré khé thé vuot
qua.

Vung dat ndi non bao boc, lic nao cﬁng cO nuwoc chéy qua nay dwoc cac ton gido trén dat
Tang coi la thanh dia, Phat gido cling vay, ma cac ton gido khac cling vdy. Vi co6 dai hiép cocd
Nha Lo Tang B6, dic trung cta vung nay chinh 1a “mot nui b6n mua, mwoi dim khac thoi tiét”;
dirng ¢ chan ndi cao may tram met so voi muc nuoc bién, sé duoc hwong khi hau cling nhtr
canh sdc clia vung 4 nhiét déi, nhung khi ton nira ngay | thoi gian tréo 1én dinh nii cao may
ngan mét, khi hau da chuyén sang thanh khi hau dia cuc roi.

Di tich séng bang c6 & noi nay kha pho bién. Tt song bang c6 dén long chao s6ng hién dai,
dia hinh da chuyen tir khe hinh chit “U” twong d6i rong rai thanh khe hep va sau hinh chit “V”,
strc an mon cua dong chay cyc 1on, thuong hinh thanh nén nhimg “khe trong khe”, do cao
chénh léch 1én t&i 7.000 mét. Mic Thoat dwa vao nii Nam Ca Ba Ngba cao 7.766 mét so véi
muc nwdc bién, bén canh la ngon Gia La Bach Liy cao 7.151 met, vung dat thap nhat trong
huyen cting cao 750 mét so véi muwc nudc bién, gitta hai khe c6 sOng treo, va cac thac nudc 16m
nhé néi lién, tao nén mot khung canh cuc Ky trang 1& cda thién nhién.

Madc Thoat ban dau goi 1a “Lac Du”, titc la noi ngudi Lac Ba sinh sdng, vé sau cac dan toc hay
quan toc Mon Ba, Ha Nhi Ba, Tang, Tranh cling chuyén dén, tir d6 dén nay van song tw tic tu
cap, phlr(mg thirc san xuit va phong tuc rat doc dao. Vi duong di go ghé khic khuyu nhitng
dan téc nay da quen véi cach song “lén nui gitra ngan may, xudng nii ra bo séng, no6i phai nghe
ra tiéng, di dwong phai mot ngay” roi.

O dai dat sau trong trung tam, nguy hiém nhat dai hiép coc song Nha Lo Tang B9, chinh la
doan song dai gan tram cdy s6 tir Bach Ma Cau Hung di xuong khe nui sdu tham u t6i, nuéc
chay cubn cudn, dén gio Van chwa ai cé thé di qua duoc. Chinh vi sy kho khdn va nguy h1em ay,
nén noi nay du'o'c goi la “vung dat bi mat cuoi cung cda nhan loai”. Theo sw chi dan cta tdm
ban dd kia, bon Trac Mdc Cudng Ba, dang chuan bi dén chinh noi d6 thir van may.

“Tai sao chung ta lai chon Mac Thoat vay?”

“Bdi vi noi do la c6 kha nang tim thay nhat. Cdu nghi xem, ndm 1985, sau khi nha nwéc thanh
lap doi khao co chuyén trach khao sat, di chi C6 Cach da du*oc X€p hang di tich dwgc bao hg,
néu trong do co thit gi thi ciing da bi khai quat 1én hét cd roi. Hon nira 16i vao danh diu trén
ban do cach di chi Co Cach ngay nay toi may chuc cay so chi e vi tri khong dwoc chinh xac cho
lam. Con quan thé mo c6 La Tw bay gio cling duoc liét vao hang vin vat quéc gia, chung ta co di
chic ciing chang thu hoach duoc gl dau. Chi c6 Mac Thoat, dén nam 1993 moi lAn dau tién
thong dwong, nhung chua duwoc ntra nam da syt 1o nén khong thé sir dung, cho dén nay, nhiing
nguoi ting di Mdc Thoat va nguoi tir Mac Thoat tré ra déu cé thé dung dau ngén tay la da dé€m
hét, ma quan trong hon ca la... thyc ra noi do, c6 moi lién quan rat 1én véi Bac Ba La thdn miéu
ma ching ta dang tim kiém.”



“Quan hé rat1én?”

“bung vay, Mac Thoat nui non trung diép, riéng_ than son véi thanh hé da co may chuc chd,
mdc du khong thong duong quoc 16, nhung noi nay khong chi la thanh dia cua Phat giao, ma
con la thanh dia va noi khoi nguon cua Tang gido nguyén thuy va Ban gido co nira. bén ngay
nay & dé van con tin dé6 Ban giao, luu truyén rat nhiéu cau chuyén dai ton sw ctia Ban gido va
dai ton sw Phat giao dau phép. Ma Bac Ba La than miéu ching ta dang tim kiém, dwdng nhw c6
lién hé rit siu xa véi Ban gido thi phai.”

“Gi co? C6 lién hé rat sdu xa v&i Ban gido? Chang phai dé 1a noi cac tang Iir doi dén trong thoi
ky diét Phat hay sao?”

“Khoéng sai, nhung dwa trén nhitng tw liéu chung ta co, vi khi 3 dy dang noi Ién lan song diét
Phat, tit ca cac tang lir Phat gido déu | gap nan, bon ho can nho dén luc lugng cua cac ton gido
khac dé hoan thanh nhiém vu che giau va van chuyen mdt lwong lén cac vat pham. Ma trong
thoi ky ay, so rang cling chi co6 cac tin do6 Ban gido la chap nhan b6 qua hiém khich trong qua
khi théi. Hon nita, hinh nhw vi st gid mang tin vat kia, ban than ciing chinh la mot gido d6 Ban
gido thi phai.”

“A, toi nho ra roi, khong phai dai sw da ndéi, cai huyét tri con nguyén hinh dang dau tién duoc
khai quat & Mac Thoat hay sao, néi nhw vay thi dung la c6 quan hé rat 16n véi noi nay roi.
Huyét tri ¢ phai dung cu té 18 cia Ban gido khong?”

“Ciing chua chac, khi Phat giao dan dan di siu vao long nguoi, co rat nhiéu tin nguong
nguyén thuy da bi n6 dong héa, ma ban dau vung Tay Tang nay rot cudc c6 bao nhiéu ton gido,
dén gio cling khong ai 61 chic duorc. Lay Mat giao cua ching t6i lam vi du nhé, twong truyen
trwoc day Mat gido ciing khong pha1 mot nhanh cda Phat giao, ma la mot ton giao hoan toan
doc lap, nhung bay glo ching toéi va Tang truyén Phat gido da dung hop lai thanh mot va
khong thé tach roi roi.

“Sao chung ta khong chia to ra? Nhw vay co thé cung lic tim & hai noi khac nhau, n6i khéng
chirng con phat hién ra diéu gi d6 truwdc tén Ben kia dy.’

“Khong duorc, chung t6i da suy tinh rat ky vé van dé nay. Néu khong cé (1‘01 thu nao, chung ta
t4t nhién c6 thé chia lam hai t0 1én duong, nhung tén Ben Merkin kia qua thuc qua ghe gom,
trwde khi ching ta lam rd gbc gac cua bon ching, can phai hop lai moi déi khang dwoc. Hon
nira, [an nay ctr coi nhw la ky sat hach nhém cudi cung di, toi lan diu tién dan moi nguoi lén
duong, mot la c6 thé quan sat hiéu qua huin luyén Cua moi nguwdi, hai la dong thoi cling c6 thé
stra chita nhitng sai st 1&ch lac cho timg ngudi nita.”

“A, khong biét Ian nay dén Mac Thoat c6 kinh khing nhw rirng ram chau My khong nhi?”

“Tuyét déi la khong, co may tuyén dwong khac nhau dé di Mac Thoat, trong doé 16 tuyén
truyen thong la tr huyén Mé Lam - ba Hung Lap - Na Cach - Han Mat - Ma Ni Ong - B6i Bang, 16
tuyen cua chung ta la tir huyén Mé Lam, qua Dai D6 Ca, Cach Ca, sau do toi Gia Lap, di doc dong
séng tién vao dai hiép coc song Nha Lb Tang B6. V1 tlr Gia Lap tr¢ di 1a kKhu vuc khong nguoi, di
doc theo b song dai khai mat khodng hai, ba ngay la t&¢i dwoc Bach Ma Cau Hung. Chung ta di
nhanh, cé 1& chi can hai ngay 1a dén roi. C6 thé dam bao, day la mot con dwdng hét sitc an
toan!”

“Chic, sao toi nghe trong ngit diéu nhw cé sw uy hiép thi phai?”

“Suyt... nho théi, tai gido quan thinh lam day.”

Ca doan nguwoi ri rAm nodi chuyén, cung xuit phat tién vé hwdng vung dat bi mat cudbi cung
cua nhan loai.

Vira toi bo song, cac thanh vién trong doi déu ngé mat ra. Con duong nho ma Lir Canh Nam
bao 1a cwc Ky an toan 4y, héa ra chi 1a mot dai hep chia ra lo lirg trén vach nui, rong chua dén
mot thwéc, so véi san dao vao dat Ba Thuc thdi ¢ con hep hon nhiéu, vach d4 thi tron nhin



nhu bi mot dlro'ng bua xé ra, bén dudi 1a séng Nha L6 Tang B cudn cudn song con, tiéng soéng
vang dong nhw sam. Con duwong nho lo ling nay khong cao lam, cach song Nha Lo Tang Bo
chung ba téi nam tram mét, néu 16 roi xudng, c6 bi 1on nhao may vong trén khéng cling van kip
hé goi ctru mang, ¢ diéu mudn leo tré 1én thi e khong dé dang gi cho lam.

Nhac Dwong khé khdn nudt nwéc bot ddnh we, nghen loi 1am bam: “Pay chinh la cuwc Ky an
toan al!”

Truong Lap lam b6 khoa truong, 4n hai tay 1én nguc noi: “Toi mac chiing s d6 cao rat nang,
Cuong Ba thiéu gia c6 thé lam chirng. Glao quan, ching ta la doi khao sat cap quoc gia co ma,
tai 5aQ khong phai mot chiéc tryc thang...” L& Canh Nam lir mat nhin qua, Trwong Lap voi vang
néi: “O' hé, téi néi... n6i 1a... cai cai... kia..., tdi dang néi gi 4y nhi?” Anh chang danh mat sang héi
Nhac Duwong.

L&t Canh Nam dap: “Khong duoc, dong xoay khong khi trong hiép cdc rat manh, truc thang
khong thé tac nghiép & dob cao thap duoc. Chitng so dd cao ha? Luc huan luyén sao khong thay
causo db cao?”

Nhac Dwong diu 6c linh hoat, lién phat biéu y kién khac: “C6 thé nhay du ma.”

Truong Lap cling thé thot noi: “Lic huin luyén chi cao c6 miy chuc mét, sao ma so v&i chod
nay dwoc.”

Lt Canh Nam noi: “Cac cau twong toi chwa nghi den sao? St dung phuwong tién giao thong
ding la c6 theé tiét kiém duoc thoi gian, nhung cac cau c6 thtr nght chua, tryc thiang la muc tiéu
16n thé nao, néu bon chung cling & gan ddy hon nita lai c6 vii khi... nhé& cho ky, khong dlro'c co
bat cr sai s6t nao. Ké tir bay gio, ching ta phal gitr toc d6 moi ngay di mot tram cay s6, nhw
vay, trong hai ngay sé dén duorc Bach Ma Cau Hung. 0 d6 c6 duong 1om, co thé vuot séng, sau
do chiing ta sé di thang téi dich dén ctia Ian nay, mot noi tén goi 1a Lap Mau Bac Qua.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba li€c mat nhin Ba Tang, thiy anh ta van lanh lung nhu truéc, khong dé 16
cam xUc gi ra mat.

bi trén con duwong nho lo ltng noi vach nui, mac du déu da trai qua huan luyén dac biét, moi
nguoi van hét sttc cin than, du sao thi bén duéi cling la dong song cudn cudn song, roi xuong
tuyét doi khong phai tro ‘dua. Pi duoc chitng mudi dim, Lit CAnh Nam di dau tién dot nhién
cham lai, ca doan ciling cung ldac du'ng lai theo, moi nguoi nhit loat tru virng than hinh. Chi
riéng mot dong tac dung lai don gian thé nay th01 cling dd phai trai qua nhieu lan tap luyén
méi dat téi mic dong diéu nhip nhang thé nay, bang khong dang di v&i toc db cao, phia trudc
bat ngo xult hién doan gdy dut, néu nguoi phia sau khong kip ding buérc, khe huych vao
nguoi truedc mot cai, ngwoi phia trwde rat co thé sé roi xudng. Ma ¢ trén vach nui nho ra rong
chwa day mot mét nay, hai nguoi dung vao nhau, nguy co ca hai cung roi xudng la rat 1on.

Lit Canh Nam dan dau, lat ma A La di sau cung doan hdu. Nhan luc dung lai, Trwong Lap di ¢
gitta hoi Nhac Duong dimng truéc minh: “Sao thé ha?”

Puwong Man ding truéc Nhac Dwong noi: “DAt sut.”

Mac du Trac Moc Cuong Ba dirng gitra, nhung than hinh cao 16n, chi 1o mo trong thay doan
du'cmg hep phia trwéc bi bun dat ¢ trén sut Xuonglap mat, phan nho ra trén vach da chi rong
bang Iong ban tay. Poan dwong hep khong du cho dat chan nay dai téi mwoi bay mudi tdm
mét, Lit Canh Nam nghi ngoi giay lat, roi dat ba 16 xufng, €p lung sat vao vach da, hai chan
giang ra hinh chir bat, hai tay bam ngwoc vao da, nhich ngudi qua tung budc mot. bi qua doan
ay, canh tay lién vung 1én kéo chiéc ba 16 qua, thi ra tir nay c6 da quan soi day thép manh trén
c6 tay vao quai ba 16 roi. Moi nguoi lién lam theo cach do, tirng ngudi déu di qua dugc. T6i
lwot Trac Moc Ceong Ba, ga hit sau mot hoi, ap lung vao Vach d3, hai mat nhin thang vé phia
trudc, nhin thay phia d01 dién hiép cdc nui xanh mon mon, li chlm bay lwon trén cao, nghe
thay tleng nuwoéc chay am am, khoang cach c6 muwoi may mét ma ga du du'crc huan 1uyen dac
biét roi cing mat gan hai phut méi qua duoc. Doc dwong ciing hoi thiy nén da dudi chan loi



ra, twra hé nhw cé da vun roi xuéng 1a ta, c6 diéu cudi cung cling qua dwoc binh an.

Nguoi cudi cling 1a lat ma A La nghé cao gan lén, khong can céi ba 16, ma xoay nguoi up mat
vao vach da, ba 16 lo hrng gitra khong trung. Trac Moc Cuong Ba biét ro, di qua nhu vay, trong
tam hoan toan léch vé phia ngoai vach da, ban than ga tw nhi minh khong co ban linh ay. Ga
dang nghi ngo1i, bong thay da dwéi chan lat ma A La sut, ca nguoi ong da thut han Xuong, trai
tim ga nhuw mudn nhay tot ra khéi 16ng nguc. Chot thay 6ng viron tay 4n vao mot ké nitt canh
do, ca nguoi béc han Ién cao, twa nhw canh wng chao liéng. Luc ga ngudc 1én nhin lai, vi su gia
da dwng vitng vang phia bén nay doan duwong hep ay roi.

Nhac Duong gan nhu khong hiéu noi, ngudi bd toc Mon Ba lam sao ma di di lai lai trén con
du'ong nay duoc. Co dleu anh chang cling blet nguoi di duoc trén con dwong nay qua thuc la it
cang thém it, & diy mwdi may hai mwoi ngay khong thay béng ngudi ciing 1a chuyén hét sitc
binh thwong.

Cung lic ay, Merkin dan theo mot dam ‘nguoi dang ¢ trong gian dai sanh mau vang rong lon.
Bon ho cim nhitng & ong phun Itra nho vao bon birc tuong, sau do dwng ngam nghia gian dai
dién rong rai. Merkin mdc b ran ri ctia luc quan Anh qudc, chiéc that lwng ban 1én bé chit lam
than hinh khéi vi cta y thém phan cao lo'n manh mé. Soares van mac chiéc 40 xam trong nhuw
thay mo, chi d€ 16 ra nira gwong mat quy trong chang khac nao qua quyt nat nhir.

Mot ngwoi than hinh gay g0 nho be dung thi t1eng tura twra nhw t1eng Tang c0 ndi: “Xin Thanh
str di theo tdi, bén nay co lé co thir cac vi muon tim.” Soares dua mat nhin Merkin, kh6e miéng
nhéch lén twa nhu cwoi ma khong phai cwol Merkin burng bung | n01 gian, nhac cai nguoi nho bé
cao chwa dén mét rudi kia 1én lac manh: “Ta dd bdo véi nguoi roi, & bén ngoai khong cin goi ta
13 Thanh st thanh siéc gi ca! Ngwoi khong hiéu a!”

Ngudi nhé bé kia khong phan khang, van guwong cwdi néi: “Vang, Thanh st dai nhan.”

Merkin chan nan thé dai, danh ddn do dam thd ha canh gac can than, roi cung Soares theo
chan nguoi nho con kia di qua canh ctra da khong 10, xuong nhitng bac thang rong toi mot gian
phong giong nhu gian tho Phat. Gitta can phong dat mot dai cao hinh tron c6 hang lan can go
muc nat, trén dai dat mot pho twong da 16m tac hinh hai nguoi ding 6m chat nhau. Merkin
khong khoi b4t 1én tiéng cwoi lanh 180: “Hoan Hi Phat, gido phai nay thé toan ta Phat ha, hir... ly
tha lam.”

Soares noéi: “Cho nay con ta di hon nhitng gi chung ta tuong tuong nira, ca toi l4n anh déu
khong hé biét gl vé giao phai nguyén thuy nay. Chang han nhing thtr dong vat bon ho dat trong
cac vo vai kia ca toi cling chua tirng thay bao gi®, hinh nhu vira giéng c4, lai vira nhw dong vat
c6 vi. Con céc thi thé bén ngoai kia nita, & day e 1a con ta quai hon dia cung Ah Puch nhiéu.”

Nglrol dan 6ng nho bé kia duong Ilhll’ vira hoan thanh viéc gl do, quay sang cung kinh noi voi
Merkin: “Thanh st, moi ngai xem...” Chi nghe “ ram” mot tiéng, birc twong da khong 16 khong
ngo da tach ra!

Buoi sang di duwoc ba muoi kilomet, doc dwong gdp phai sau cho dit sut, c6 noi tham chi
hoan toan khong thé di dwoc, chi con cdch bam vao vach da tréo qua. Lit CAnh Nam néi, c6 thé
tran mua lon ba ngay trudc chinh 13 nguyén nhan gay nén sup lo dat trén pham vi 16m. Budi
trwa, ho tim thdy mot chd twong doi rong rai, vach da 1ém vao trong mot chut, hinh thanh mét
hang dong ban thién nhién, lién durng lai chuén bi dung bita. Cling may la doc dwong con co
mot so hang hdc nhén tao nay nén nguoi di duong mol c6 chd nghi ngoi. Lit Cinh Nam dot
nhién néi: “Gido sv, dai sir, moi ngudi xem & trong nay...

Trac Moc Cuong Ba cling chen vao, chi thiy duwdi dit c6 mot mau thuoc mau sic phai hét,
cach dé khong Xa con ¢6 hai miu nira, nhirng cho khac ciing co vai thtt linh tinh. Giao su
Phuong Tan noi: “Xem ra, bon ching da qua day roi, gio- dang & ngay phia trwéc ching ta thoi.”

Lat ma A La gat dau: “Pung thé, dan Tang khong hut thit thudc nay.”
L&t CaAnh Nam nhin mat dit khé réo, néi: “Pau mau thuéc chwa bi ngdm nwéc thi khong mat



mau dén mirc nay dau, it nhat ching ciling di qua day tir ba hom trwéc roi.” No6i doan, co6 xoay
nguoi lai, “An nhanh Ién, an xong ching ta con phai l1én dwong cho sém.”

Lat ma A La lic dau: “Chi e d3 mudén mat roi.”

Lir CAnh Nam noéi: “Du thé nao, ching ta ciing phai dén xem thir mot phen, hon nira..” co
ngang dau lén, “chi c6 hai ngay toi day troi moi khong mura, néu sau hai ngay ma van chwa qua
dwoc doan dwong trén vach ndi nay, mudén tién 1én lai cang khé khan hon gip boi diy.”

Sau d6 doan nguoi lai phat hién ra nhiéu bao bi thuc pham vrong vai bén dudong, moi thi
dwong nhw déu c6 tinh choc vao mat bon ho, khién ai ndy cang thém no6n néng hon. Qua cac
diu veét doi phuong dé lai, c6 thé phan doan so b6 nhu sau, nhan s6 cia chung khoang tir muoi
dén hai mwoi nguoi, déu du'crc huin luyén k§ cang. O nhitng chd dit sut sau con mwa ba hém
trudc, con phat hién diau vét st 'dung dinh tan va day truot. Ngoaira dam nguoi nay thich dung
cac d n c6 nhiét luong cao, co 1€ la dén tir mot vung dat lanh 18o. Théi quen thuong ngay cua
ching rat té, tui boc déu bi xé rach toang, dau mau thudc virt lung tung, dai tiéu tién bura bai,
lai con hit ca thudc phién nita. Lt Canh Nam cho rang, nhirng thoéi quen nay rat giong cda dam
linh danh thué. Vi gio phit nao cling phai lwon 1o qua mat tu than, nén tinh tinh ching hau hét
déu hét strc Ivu manh. Con c6 mot s6 dau vét chi ra rang, than hinh bon ching khéng cao lon
13m - day 1a mot diém khong khoi khién ngwoi ta phai sinh nghi.

Thay Lir Canh Nam phan tich het strc o rang, Trac Moc Cwong Ba dan din cling linh hoi duoc
mot s6 cach tw duy phan tich cua Lir Canh Nam. Ca doan nguoi cir hanh quan nhw vay, cling
phai t&i hoang hon ngay thir ba méi dén dwoc con dwong 16n ma Lit Canh Nam néi ban dau.

Nhac Duong 1a nguoi dau tién kéu ca: “Giao quan a, ¢ co the dung con mat cla nguoi binh
thu'cmg ma noi voi ching toi, con duong nay rot cudc la thé nao hay khong? Bung c6 dung con
mat ctia c6 nhin van dé cé dwoc khong ha, cai nay... cdi nay ma goi la dwong 1én w? R6 rang la
day treot Pai Lwu Té ma.”

Pai Lwu T4 1a mot diém dic sac cua dai hiép coc song Nha L6 Tang B&, ciing la con dwong
duy nhit dé nguoi cac bd toc nhu Mén Ba, Lac Ba vao ra Mdc Thoat, la mot soi day sat to nhu
cot den dai may tram mét, vat ngang hai bén vach nui. Khi treot qua, ngwdi ban dia st dung
gid gob tu ché ga lén xich sat, réi quin mot soi thirng & eo hong, sau do budc chat hai dau gia go,
hai chan gio 1én cao, kep ho vao day xich, roi thudn theo d6 cong cua xich sit ma truot xudng,
khi trrot téi may chuc mét cudi ciing, phai dung ca chan 1an tay dé bam leo 1én.

Néu khéng du k§ thuat va tai nghé, luc sap dén bo bén kia khong kip thoi bam lay day xich, sé
bi trwot nguoc tro lai, cudi cung lo lteng ¢ chinh gitra day xich, bén dudi may tram mét la don
Nha L6 Tang Bo séng cudn am am nhu sim dong, gitra hlep c6c lai thwong céd gio budt thoi
qua, nghe néi mui vi ay that vo cung kho chiu, da tung co6 trwong hop bi hai huing ma mic phai
bénh than kinh. Khi 4y, cach duy nhat chinh la cé ngwoi gioi ky thuat truot qua, day nguoi phia
truwdrc sang bo dbi dién, ngoai ra s6 nguoi & trén xich sat cing mot ldc khong thé qua nhiéu,
mot 1a dung cham vao nhau sé& cuwc ky nguy hiém, hai 1a day xich ciing khong thé chiu dwoc
trong lwong qud lén, cé thé dit doan.

Bon Trac Mgc Cuong Ba sir dung banh xe truot, toc do di chuyén 1én hon gia go nhiéu lan,
hcrn nita chi can treo 1én 1a c6 thé trwot di ngay, c6 diéu dén doan cudi cling thi van phai dung
ca tay 1an chan bo 1én.

May nguoi di trudc déu da an toan sang bo bén kia, riéng buong Man bong dung so hai. Trac
Moc Cwong Ba khuyén mdy lan, nhung co van khong dam treo minh 1én. Khong con cach nao
khac, gi danh dé nhiing nguoi khac qua trudec, cudi cung chi con lai hai nguoi, ga va buong
Man, phai ¢8 vii mii, cudi cung Pudng Man mai chlu dong y thit mot lan.

O dau bén kia, Lit CAnh Nam héi: “Pwdéng Man so day thimg ha?”

Giao sw Phuwong Tan noi: “U'm, ldc leo lwéi thi khong s¢, nhung luc trwot day hinh nhw hoi so
mot chut, cé diéu chua lan nao so dén mitc nay ca, moi lan ciling déu hoan thanh xuit sic



nhiém vu.”

Lir Canh Nam nam soi xich trong tay, tram ngam gidy lat roi noi: “Cé thé co ay tirng bi ran
can. Truong Lap, Nhac Dwong, hai ngwoi lai gdn day mot chut, doi 1at nita néu c6 4y khong tréo
1én dwoc thi giup mot tay kéo 1én.”

Truong Lap va Nhac Dwong chia nhau dirng hai bén day xich. Chi thay buong Man can moi
trueot qua, vira téi dau bén nay, than hinh dung sttng lai, dang 1€ phai lap tirc kep chdt hai chan,
dong thoi dung ca hai tay 6m 1ay day xich leo lén, nhlrng khong hiéu tai sao, tay chyng Man
van nam chat 1ay banh xe trwot, khong dam 6m lay xich sat. Truong Lap voi hét 1on: “Bam lay
xich sit, bam 14y xich sit di!” Pong thoi cing Nhac Dwong tién 1én truédc mot buéc, dén sat
mép vach da, chuan bi tém 1dy chan Pwong Man kéo Ién.

Luc nay, Buong Man dot nhién trugt nguoc vé phia sau, Truwong Lap va Nhac Duong déu
khong kip tom 13y, chi b1et tro mat ra nhin buong Man truot di cang ltic cang xa, ké d6 trwot di
trueot lai trén day xich may lwot, cudi ciing méi dirng lai & chinh gitta soi xich sit.

L& CAnh Nam noéi: “C6 4y khéng qua dwoc roi, lic huin luyén sao khong phat hién ra vay?”

Lat ma A La noi: “Co I€ khi hudn luyén lam twong déi it, du sao truot day cliing 1a mot hang
muc rat don gian, hon nita bén dwéi bai hudn luyén 1a cat, hoan canh khong giéng nhw bay
gio.”

“Hinh nhw c6 ay khong chiu duoc nira roi!” Truwong Lap va Nhac Duwong cung luc kéu 1én, chi
thay hai chdan buong Man khong hiéu tai sao lai dot nhién tudt ra, cd nguodi lo Iing treo trén
soi xich sat, hon nita, con dung dwa dit doi gitta khong trung!

Khong xong roi, c6 am phong!” b6i long may la lleu cta Lt CAnh Nam nhwdéng 1én, 1dm bam
néi, “Panh xem c6 qua ndi clra ai nay hay khong vay.”



Thu tang

Khu vuc khong nguoi trén hoang mac, phong mat nhin ra chi thay mot dai cat dai tit tap,
thap cao san sat, gio thoi da chay, mot doan nguwoi xép hang mét, trong twa nhu mot con sau
dai nhiéu chin laclé bo trén cao nguyén hoang thd. Leo 1én ngon dbi dat cao nhat khu vuc, bon
ngan mét so véi muc nuéc bién, glo lanh thoi qua, tinh than con nguoi cling thém phan phan
chan, Merkin hit mot hoi khi lanh: “Con dudng quy quai nay, rot cudc con bao xa nita day?”

Soares cudi gan lanh I8o: “Thanh s, khong tim dugc dwong nira a?”

Merkin néi gian noi: “To6i da bao bao nhiéu lan roi, toi cing khong biét tai sao minh lai thanh
thanh cai gl st cai gi do, that sw la ho khéng hé noi gi véi toi cd. Gior khong co cai dam nguoi ay,
dung goi toi nhw vay nira.” Y ngoanh sang nhin Soares, hét strc thanh khan néi. T1n toi di,
Soares, ngoai chuyén huyét tri lan trwéec, toi khong hé gidu gi€m anh bit c viéc gi nira.”

Soares chi cwoi cwdi khong té thai do gi, ti€p tuc tién 1én. Max di sau thay vy, khé nhéch
mép lén cuoi.

Vi khong c6 duong, hon nira dau dau ciing thay doi go dat san sat nhw rung, nguoi khong
quen duong thudc 16i can ban khong thé dleu khién xe di trong khu virc nay duorc. Nam chlec
xe cia bon Merkin déu héng doc dwong, ca bon déu pha1 deo nhirng chiéc ba 16 ning né cudc
bo tién lén. bay la vung Tay Nam khu vuc A Ly, trong vong hai trdm kilomet vuong khong thay
mot bong nguoi sinh song, cach di chi C6 Cach chirng hon tram kilomet, két ciu dia 1y cuc ky
dic biét, duoc goi 1a “thé 1am” (rirng dat).

Dia mao “nui ring bang dat ddc biét nay, la do tang tram tich dwéi day ho noi day tu thoi
vién c6 bi 4nh hwdng béi qua trinh tao son cla day Himalaya, myc nudc ha xudng, day ho
dang lén, dong thoi bi khi hau bién ddi va nwéc séng x6i mén cit xé ma hinh thanh nén. Vach
nui du'ng ding hiém tré thoat nhin tua nhw nhitng toa thanh, thap canh, thap Phat nguy nga
hung vi, muon hinh van trang, trang lé vo cung.

Soares la'y ban do6 ra, néi: “Theo loi ten nho con kia, chic 1a & ngay gan day thoi, A Nam Thap
dang say ngu, A Nam Thap, bén kia... O hwéong Soares chi tay, chi thay rirng dat cao lon tua
nhu v6 so toa linh thap khong lo dirng san sat canh nhau, xody thanh hinh rong, néu khong
phai 1én cao nhin xa, & gitta noi 4y thi can ban khong thé phan biét duwoc.

Merkin vung tay 1én ra lénh: “Chay t¢i dé!”

Hai tleng dong ho sau, dam nguoi nay cung dén duwoc dudi chan khu rirng dat, trong mat déu
16 ra vé kinh ngac. Merkin nhéch mép lén ndi: “A, khé ma tin noi.”

Phia tru¢c go dat nhd cao, mdt dat nitt né, swon doc san sat ndi nhau nhw bat up, hang dat
trung trung diép diép nhu to ong, tir trai sang phai, nhin ngut tAm mat ma ciing khong thay het
khién nguoi ta co cam giac noi nay chiang phai cao nguyén Tay Tang, ma nhu hang Mac Cao ¢
bon Hoang vay. “Trai tim cia A Nam Thap, an chira anh sang mau bac...” Merkin lam bam noi,
roi nhin theo huong chay cta khu rung dat. Chi thay nhing go nhitng doi san sat nhau nhap
nho trai dai tr hwong Tay sang hudng Bac, ngoan ngoeo udn khuc, tya nhw mot con rong
khong 16 dang ngoc dau Ién cao, muon xé toang khong gian ma dl Bon y lic nay chinh la dang
dung & dudi rong. Merkin bung ngon tay danh “tach” mot tiéng: “Huwéng Bic, huwdng Bic, mic
ké nhitng hang dong 4y, ching ta di vé phia Bac.”

V1 hai bén dai hiép c6c déu la cao nguyén cao may ngan mét so voi muc nuoc bién, dia hinh
song kep gitra nui thé nay sé khién khong khi bi th6i vao hiép cdc sé chi c6 thé tién ra theo mot
huéng duy nhat. Gié giong nhu nudc triey, ting dot tung dot hét strc manh liét, gié 1ém c6 the
thoi cho soi xich ndng né dung dwa khong ngot, ngudi o trén day cling gian nguy chang kém gi
gap phai con s6ng than trén bién I6n.

Con gi6 lanh lam Pudng Man chao dao trén diy xich nhw con diéu dit day, lién tié€p dao 16n



may vong, mat tron nguoc 1én, ban tay bam vao s¢i thirng m01 lic mot loi dan. Nhin Dudng
Man roi vao tinh canh &y, Lir CAnh Nam non néng kéu lén: “Khong dwoc roi, cé dy khong tru
dwoc dau, toi phai di kéo c6 Ay vé. Gié da ngirng chwa?”

Bong chot nghe Nhac Duwong kéu toang 1én: “Cudng Ba thiéu gia, Cwdrng Ba thiéu gia qua roi!”

Chi thiy Trac Moc Cuong Ba quan chat s¢i day noi véi banh xe trwot vao co tay, mot tay gil
day trwot, nhanh chong lwét vé phia Dtrcrng Man, ding trong khoanh khic gio vlra ngurng,
nguoi vira roi xudng, ga da twa chim én diém nuwéc, 6m buong Man vao long, r6i lao vit vé
phia bén nay. Trwong Lap 14m bam néi: “Cha, than thi Cwong Ba thiéu gia kha that, néu dén
doan xiéc dién tap ky, dam bao la co nhiéu nguwdi dén xem 1dm.” L& CAnh Nam chi khé hir mot
tiéng, hang 16ng may cang nhiu chat lai.

Trac Moc Cwong Ba c6i ba 16, ddt Buong Man xudng dat, chi thay sdc mat cb trang béch nhw
to glay trang, moi tai xanh den y thitc mo ho, khong ngo dén ca hoi tho cling da ngung lai, ga
v0i vang giup c6 ho hdp nhan tao. Bé bon the mot, chinh 1a an nguc bén lan, roi miéng ap
miéng ho hap mot lan, lam nhw vay may lwot lién, Du'ong Man méi khé khuc khac ho mot tiéng,
cuoi cung cling coi nhtr ho hap dwoc binh thuong tré lai.

CO tir tir m& mat ra, trong thay guong mat mo hd cing doi mat chan chira sw quan tdm cla
Trac Mdc Cueong Ba, khé thé hatTa mot hoi: “Em... khéng phai em... c6 y dau.”

Trac Moc Cuwong Ba 6m chiat Pwong Man, nhe nhang an 0i: “Anh biét ma, anh biét, khéng ai
trach em dau.”

Nhac Duong va Truwong Lap ding bén canh thap giongri ram: “Khdc, khéc, lai khoc réi...” Pén
gior thi tinh hay khoc ciia Pwong Man da du'o'c thanh vién trong nhom huén luyen dac blet quen
thudc hét, chi can miéng c6 hoi dau Ién, mat won wot do, 1a da da khién cac thanh vién trong
nhém pha1 de cao canh giac roi, den cdlatma A La cling phai noi c6 bé nay nwoc mat nhiéu
nhw nwéc sudi, cé troi maoi hiéu c6 14y dau ra nhleu nwéc mat dén thé, cit nhu thé mai mai
khong het dung mai khong kiét vay. Tleng khoc cua Duong Man gan nhtr da thanh vii khi t6i
thuong ctia nhom hoc vién, cong véi o la ngum nho tudi nhat o day, Trwong Lap va Nhac
Dwong di 1én ddt cho c6 mot cai biét danh, goi 1a “céng chda nwéc miii’

Gido sw Phwong Tan c6c¢ vao sau gay moi ngwdi mot cai, dua cot thé ndo thi cling cé gidi han
cua no.

Khong ngo, 1an nay biéu hién cua buong Man lai khac han dy doan cua ha1 anh chang
Truong, Nhac, co khong roi 1dy mot giot nwéc mat nao. Trwong Lap tham nhi: * Chang 1é 1a vi
gido quan ciing ¢ day?” Anh chang quay dau lai nhin Lit Canh Nam, khong biét c6 da tach ra
khoi nhom tir [dc nao, moét minh ding bén bo vure cho gio thoi. Ba Tang thi dirng & mot phia
khac caa vach da ngang dau 1én nhin sic troi. Trieong Lap ciing ngudc nhin 1én bau khong, chi
thay ting déa may trang litng 10 troi qua, vweon tay rala co the cham t¢i, nhung vira trong thiy
diéu bo ctia Ba Tang, anh lién khong khéi lanh hét ca nguori: “Thoi tiét quy quai nay, bao thay
ddi la thay doi ludn, chic 1a khong xuat hién thién tai gi nita diy ch?”

Visy viéc cia buong Man, t6c do cta ca doan da chidm lai. Sau khi vuot qua dai hiép coc song
Nhi Lb Tang Bd, may nguoi ct nhim ,hwong Dong Nam thang tién. Doc dwdng nii non trung
trung diép diép, dinh nai tuyet pht trang x6a, lung chlrng ndi cay xanh rop bong, chan nidi hoa
twoi no ro, hong tim du mau. Pay chinh la canh quan ddc hiru cua vung nay... mot ngon nii co
dd bon mua, moi nui mot phong canh riéng. Puong nui ddc nguorc, rung sau cdy coi um tum,
thi thoang lai cé vai canh chim chao liéng ngang troi, chéc choc lai cé da tha chay cat ngang
duong, bon ho di mot mach dén ltic troi toi, khong khi mo mit swong mu, troi lai rai xuéng mot
con mua 14t phat, duong tron khé di, ca doan lign dung lai ¢ mot cho bang phang bén canh khe
nui dung trai qua dém. Bon phia xung quanh cay coi cao 16m, che kin ca bau trod, giao sw
Phuong Tan phéng mit nhin qua, khéng gidu ndi niém cam khai dang trao: “Rung bach 16n
qual”

Cay bach & khu vuc LAm Chi khac véi vian sam, hay ciy bach dan & rirng gia Nam My, néu



cung cao bon mwoi mét, thi cdy ¢ chau My c6 the noi la thang tap ma thanh tu, con bach khong
16 & Lam Chi lai to lén hung vi. Tan cay xoe rong nhw mot chiéc 6 khong 16, chiém téi qua ntra
than cay, canh va ré cling rat to lén, trén canh cdy c6 vo s6 nhitng u nhwng bwéu hinh dang
khac nhau, chinh nho vay ma cay bach & day rat dé treo.

Sau khi chon xong noi cam trai, moi nguoi chia nhau lam viéc. Hai nguoi Trueong Lap, Nhac
Duwong phu trach tham do xung quanh Trac Moc Cwong Ba va Ba Tang khde manh lo viéc cam
trai, chat cay dot Itra, gido suw Phwong Tan va lat ma A La thi dwa vao kinh nghiém cling nhu tri
thu'c phong pht cua minh tlen hanh trao doi nghlen ctru khoa hoc, con Lir Canh Nam va buong
Man phu trach viéc hau can. Pudng Man chi bi kinh hoang mot Iic chitr khong ton thwong gi
nén hodi phuc rat nhanh.

Truong Lap than van voi Nhac Duong: “Phai tham do dén tit tan cai go cao Kkia, xa qua di
mat, cpn viéc ctia gido quan thi nhe nhang qua, chi can sip xép may cai ba 16, 14y db 4n ra I
xong roi.”

Lit CAinh Nam d&ng sau lung anh chang cit tiéng: “Chwa tirng nghe néi phai ton trong phu nit
bao gio ha?”

Truong Lap tirc khac run nhw cay sdy, dén th0' manh cling khong dam. Nhac Duong thay vay
thi cudi tham trong bung, tién mieng hoi luén: * ‘Gido quan, gan day chic khong cé loai da thu
nao nguy hiém diy cht? Pirng c6 giong nhw lan truérc...

L&t Canh Nam ngat 11 anh chang: “Str dung nhitng gi cac ciu hoc duorc, tw tra 1oi cau hoi nay
di.”

Nhac Duong le ludi, lan nay thoi gian chuén bi khong duoc day dt lam, ca bon déu nghi dén
chiéc may tinh chita &t thi thong tin bao la van twgng cua giao sw Phu'o'ng Tan, doan chic c
muon tra ctru mot chut ciing khong sao, chang ngo hon dao cd doc trén cao nguyén nay co
hoan canh dia ly hét strc dic thi, nén da sinh san ra di cac loai sinh vat ky quai hiém thay trén
doi, chi nhin lwdt qua mot lwot, cac loai sinh vat nguy hiém da phai dung con so hang tram lam
don vi tinh roi. Trwong Lap va Nhac Dwong cti dau U rii, xem ra lan nay hai nguwoi ho phai tap
trung mot tram hai mwoi phan tram tinh than di tham do dia hinh xung quanh day roi. Lt
Canh Nam van chua yén tam, truoc khi ho di lai nhic nhé phal chd y quan sat lwc bAm dat cta
cay c0, va mirc do x0p cua thé nhudng vung nay. Co ngu(rc mat nhin 1én khong trung 1Am bam:

“Mwa ma 16n hon nita, cac cau cling biét tinh huéng té nhat s& 1a nhw thé nao roi diy.”

Mot lat sau, Truwong Lap va Nhac Duong quay lai, khong phat hién ra da thu gi nguy hiém,
cling khéng tim dwgc xung quanh c¢6 dau vét cda con ngudi sinh song.

L&r Canh Nam néi: “Cho nay & sau trong nii, rat khoé _phat hién dwoc nguoi sinh song & day.
An com xong moi ngudi nghi ngoi cho tot, ngay mai con phai di hét mt ngay duong méi dén
dich do.”

Sau bita com, Lit CAnh Nam c6 vé rat than bi kéo buong Man vao léu, Nhac Duwong tinh mat
da ngam ngam lwu y, khéng hleu ra sao, vi chuyén nay tur truéc dén gio chura tirng xay ra lan
nao. Anh chang thim nh, c6 1€ nao la do gido quan ghen tuéng, muon nhan lic ha trai nghi
ngoi ma bao thu Pwong Man ching?

Mua 16n dan, lat ma A La va glao sw Phuong Tan thu don cac thir may moc, ca hai déu chau
may lai. Giao su Phuwong Tan noi: “Pd d6c swon nti phia Bac lén qua, tho nhu'ong co tinh acid
yé&u, mot phin 13 sa thach, rat dé v vun. Néu mwa 1on thém chit nita, chi s¢ S€ o dat da troi,
hon nita chd nay rung bach phan bo rat thwa thét, cé 1é trudec day da tung xay ra roi. Pai suw
xem, doi chd cam trai ra phia Ty ba trdm mét liéu c6 t6t hon mot chut khong?”

Lat ma A La néi: “Thé nhung chd hay da la noi bang phang cao nhat trong khu vuc gan day
roi, tw lung chirng nui xudng dén trién nui, c6 hai ranh sau tao thanh hinh chit bat, c6 1€ néu co
dat da troi thi sé troi qua hai bén trai pha1 cia ching ta méi dang. Néu dich sang phia Tay,
chang phai la ching ta sé & gitta quan thé thu tang kia hay sao?”



Gido sw Phwong Tan gt dau: “No6i chuyén véi Canh Nam, nghe y kién c6 4y thé nao da.”

Trong léu, Pwong Man ngac nhién héi: “Cé chuyén gi vay, gido quan?”

L&r CAnh Nam ngan nglr do du mot ldc, roi méi mién cwdng noéi: “Man Man, cé thé nho cd
gitip t6i mot chuyén nho khong?”

Puwong Man néi: “Ha?”

L& Canh Nam noi: “La... 1a thé nay, cuc o 16t cua toi khong h1eu sao lai ket cing lai, toi khong
cdira duoc, cr cOm com & lwng thé nao dy, té6i mudn nho co..

Puong Man néi: “Chic, tdi con twdng 1a vAn dé gi l1on 1dm chu', nao, dé téi giup co6 cdi 4o ngoai
ra da...”

Pang chudn bi dirng 1én, chot nghe lat ma A La & bén ngoai Iéu héi: “Cé thé vao dwoc khong?”
“A... dwoc a, moi dai swvao.”
Lat ma A La vao trong Iéu, néi v&i Lir Canh Nam: “Theo két qua quan sat cua bon Trac Moc

Cu'o'ng Ba, va két qua trac dmh thé nhwdng cla ching t6i, néu trin mwa nay tiép tuc, ching ta
can phai da phong cé dat da troi.”

Lt Canh Nam noi: “U'm, t6i biét roi. Luc bat ddu cdm trai, tdi da chon ky roi, nhin thé nui nay,
néu xay ra dat da troi, chic 13 sé x6i qua hai bén chung ta thoi. Né&u dai suw da noi the toi nay
phai nguwoi truec dém dl lwru y quan sat can than, nhw vay 1a cling twong d6i 6n thda roi.”

Lat ma A La dwa méit nhin vé mat ky quai ciia Lir Canh Nam va buong Man git dau budec ra.
Mé1i di dwoc khong xa may, da thay Nhac Dwong lam bd than bi chay téi, hoi: “Pai sw, hai nguwoi
bon ho trong 4y khong c6 chuyén gi cht?”

Lat ma A La néi: “Chuyén gi la sao?”

Nhac Duong noi: “Chi 1a t6i hoi ngac nhién, trwedc diy chwa tirng thiy gido quan va co Man
Man than thiét véi nhau nhw Vay, hom nay c6 Man Man s¢ day thirng 1am cham tré hanh trinh
cua chung ta, toi s¢ gido quan s€...

Lat ma A La mim cuoi ndi: “Giao quan Canh Nam khéng nho nhen nhu vay dau. Um, c6 diéu
nghe cau néi, vira roi téi & trong 18u thay nét mat hai ngwdi bon ho, ciing hoi ky quai that



Chwong 21: CANH CU’A SINH MENH

Gido sw Phwong Tan vO tay lén tran, néi: “Téi nhé ra réi, c6 mot chuyén thé nay. Trong
truyén thuyet toan canh Mdc Thoat thO’l co dai, néu dua theo thé ndi hinh nii thi vira hay tao
thanh mot birc ngoa do (tranh nam) ctia nir than Da Cat Bac Mau. N6i nhu vay, vi tri cua ching
ta lac nay chinh la ¢ gitra hai dui cua ni than, Canh ctra Sinh ménh, cha, ddy qua nhién ding la

Canh ctra Sinh ménh con gi!”



Co Cach co quan Phat A
Hai mat Nhac Dwong sang birng 1€n, vdi réi rit hoi: “Oi cha, vAy sao? Tinh hinh lic d6 thé nao
vay?”

Lat ma A La va Nhac Dwong noi duoc hai ba cau, giao sw Phwong Tan di qua lién héi: “Hai
ngudi dang néi chuyén gi ma cit thi tha thi tham vay?”

Lat ma A La chi khé cudi cudi, ldc dau quay di. Nhac Duwong lai thap giong noi voi gido su
Phu’crng Tan: “Gido sw, 6ng c6 cdm thdy hom nay thai do cta gido quan voi co Man Man khong
on lam khong, dic blet la sau khi an com dy. Lat ma A La néi, vé mit ho lic & trong léu rat ky
quai, toi lo 1a cé chuyén gi xay ra mat.”

Gido sw Phwrong Tan ndi: “Chic 1a khong dau, ma ciu lo cai gi co ch&?”

Nhac Duong lién khoa tay mua chan néi: “Chinh 1a cai van dé ay ay, moi nguoi déu biét ca
roi, chic khong can toi phai noi ra nira cht.” Anh chang nghiéng nghiéng dau vé phia léu cia
Trac M6c Cwong Ba gat git miy cai.

Gido sw Phwrong Tan cwoi cwoi vo nhe 1én vai Nhac Dwong: “MAy nguwoi tré cac ciu 4y a...”

Nhac Duong voi thi tham cai: “Khéng phai dau ca lat ma A La ciing tan mit trong thay roi
ma, dng dy noi ho & trong léu thé nay... thé kia...’

Vira hay luc ay Ba Tang ¢ trong | léu di ra, thay gido s Phwong Tan chi lic 13c dau khong noi
gi, beén hoi: “Sao thé, gido su? C6 can toi gitp gi khong?”

Giao sw Phwong Tan mim cuwoi: “Nghe Nhac Duwong ndi, gido quan Lir Canh Nam va c6 Puong
Man hinh nhlr dang bat kiém giwong cung & trong léu kia kia, khong biét c6 phai that hay
khong nita...

May phut sau, Trwong Lap x6ng vao leu cua Trac Moc Cuong Ba kéu todng lén: “Khong xong
roi, Cwong Ba thiéu gia, giao quan va c6 Man Man dang danh nhau trong leu roi! Giong may ba
danh d4 danh nhau ngoai cho dy, giat téc xé 4o d6i phwong, nhén nhio hét ca 1én réi!”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba voi dirng phit day, 1on tiéng noi: “Ha! Sao lai thé co chir!”

Bén trong 18u, Pudng Man dLra tay quét may hat mo hoi li ti trén tran, hoan hi néi: “Puorc roi,
cudi cung cling thao dwocra.”

Lt CAnh Nam ngodnh dau lai néi: “Cam on...” D6t nhién, Trac Moc Cuong Ba sung suc nhw
con bo mong tho dau vao trong léu: “Cac c6...”

Trwong Lap va Nhac Dwong dirng dang xa nhin bong Trac Moc Cwong Ba khuit di sau chiéc
l1éu. Anh chang ho Trwong thi thao héi: “Tin tirc c6 dang tin cay khong ddy, Cudng Ba thiéu gia
da xong vao roi..

Chi nghe mot tleng “A..” sdc nhon rach ngang bau troi dém dang mua lam tham, ro rang la
tiéng hét ctia mot cd gai, nhwng lai khong giong nhu tiéng ctia Man Man...

Trac Moc Cudong Ba 6m nira gwong mat rat bong lui thul ra khoi can léu, di tim Trwong Lap
va Nhac Dwong, chi mit hai anh chang Idm chuyén néi: “Cac ciu... ai bdo b(_)n ho danh nhau ha!
Laail”

'"

Trwong Lap voi vang giai thich: “T6i nghe anh Ba Tang n6i thé ma!

Nhac Dwong cling xua tay lia lia: “T6i khong néi, té6i khéng c6 néi ma.”

Sw viéc nhanh chéng dwoc lam ro, Lir Canh Nam danh mét tuyén bo, h6m nay Trwong Lap va
Nhac DLro'ng triec dém. Ca hai anh chang khong hiéu tai sao minh lai choc gidn giao quan dén

thé, cling khong héi dwgc rot cudce Cuong Ba thiéu gia da phat hiénra chuyen gl. Pém vé khuya,
hai ngwoi ngdi bén canh [éu Trac Mdc Cudng Ba gio tAm bat 1én che mua, itra van chay, nhung



gio lanh th01 vu vi, mua duong nhw 1ai 1on hon mot chut. Vi Ba Tang da lanh lung nhac nho ti
trwdc rang: “Can than chut, d8m nay déc nui déi dién cé thé co sut 16 ddy!” nén hai nguoi déu
khong dam di ngt. Trwong Lap run 1én mot cai, lau bau oan trach: “Péu tai cai thang ngdc nha
cau, hai toi phai trwec dém theo.”

Nhac Dwong néi: “Sao lai trach téi chit, toi lam sao biét duoc ho lam tro gi trong dy, toi cling
lam sao biét dugc Cuong Ba thiéu gia lai dé kich dong nhu thé, vé&i ca toi lam sao biét duoc sau
khi Cuvong Ba thiéu gia vao trong dy... giao quan bong het 1én the thé nhuw thé. Tbi lai chdng
twong moi ngwoi sé cung di ra, khong thé vi chut chuyén nho nay ma gay 16n voi nhau duorc,
chuyén giao quan co y voi Cwong Ba thiéu gia anh cling biét roi con gi, diing 1a hiém cé, ba gia
dy lai nay né mam tinh, von la t6i ciing rat hy vong gido quan... chdc, nhung tiéc noi Cworng Ba
ichlelu gla‘}al yéu cd Man MAn dén chét di séng lai nhuw thé, ti thdy hy vong clia gido quan khong
&n lam roi.

Trwong Lap voi dat tay 1én méi: “Suyt... nghe thay tiéng gi khong?”
Nhac Dwong vénh tai Ién lang nghe: “Chi c6 tiéng mwa thoéi ma?”

Trwong Lap néi: “Khong phai..” Anh nheo mat la1 twa h6 mudén nhin xa hon chit nita, roi
bong nhién ding phit day, chi vé phia xa kéu 1én, nhu'ng cai cay kia hinh nhw dang chuyen
dong”

'"

Nhac Duwong dvwa han sang bén trai, ca nguoi truot chan do6 sap vao chiéc léu, Trac Moc
Cwong Ba nam bén trong lap tirc bi giat minh tinh gidc, voi hoéi: “Chuyén gi thé?”

Nhac Duong con chwa kip tra 1o, Trac Méc Cwong Ba da & trong chui ra, Trewong Lap chi tay
veé phia xa néi: “Anh xem dam cay kia c6 phai dang di dong khong?”

Dang xa t6i den nhu muc, bong cay khong 16 kéo dai hinh thanh nén song lung con quai vat,
khong nhin ky qua nhién khé ma phat hién dwoc nhitng ciy dy dwong nhw dang khe khe
chuyén dong, khong phai, toc do di dong dang dan tang lén! Luc Trac Moc Cwong Ba nguoc mat
nhln sw chuyén dong cta cay c6i da hét strc ro rét roi, ga thip giong ndi: “Sut 1& roi, trién nui bi
sut.”

bat da tr6i am am do xuong, tirng cay roi lai tlng cay co thu do rap. Dong Il von chay thanh
hai dwong ranh hai bén trai phai, dot nhién lai tuén thém mot dong dat cat chay vao chinh
gitra, nhdm thang huéng léu trai lao téi. Trwong Lap kéu toang 1én: “Dat da tréi téi roi, moi
ngwoi maura di!”

'"

‘Trac Moc Cuong Ba thot: ‘ ‘Khong kip mat roi! Thay dong dat da troi thang vé phia 18u trai
clia Puong Man va L&r CAnh Nam, ga voi rat con dao san ca sau & bap vé, vung l1én chém dit soi
day thung c6 dinh léu bat, cling khong kip tim nguoi, chi cach mot 16p chan mo thay hai hinh
nguoi, voi 6m chit, 1in sang mot bén. Ba nguoi vira méi lan di, dong dat da tréi léch hudng kia
da nudt chitng chiéc 1éu bat roi chay tiép chimg gan trim mét nita méi dirng lai.

Lic nay gido sw Phuong Tan va may nguoi khac moira khoi leu Pwong Man va Lir Canh Nam
tho dau khoi dong vai chdn lung bung, chi thdy Truong Lap va Nhac Dwong sac mat tai mét
ding bén canh, mot ngudi dwa tay lau md hoi thét 1én: “Nguy hiém qua!”

Gido sw Phwong Tan noi: “Nhin trén kia kia, dong dit da th hai lai sap hinh thanh roi, ching
ta phai lap ttc roi khoi day thoi.”

Tam ngwoi voi vang thu don hanh trang, roi khoi khoanh dat bang véi tdc d6 nhanh nhit cé
thé, roi theo y kién ban dau cta gido su Phuong Tan, dich sang phia Tay chirng hon ba tram
mét, chuyén t&i vi tri trung tam cua khu rung. Dong dat da troi hoanh hanh _hung han bén

ngoai, nhwng déu bi nhitng g6c cay quai di nay chan lai, chi tréi thém dwoc may met 1a da bi
chia cat thanh dong nhd, khong con cudn cudn hung di nita.

Trwong Lap ngac nhién néi: “Tai sao gido sw Phwong Tan lai biét day la ving an toan vay?”

Gido sw Phwong Tan diém dam gidi thich: “Doan nay vén 1a khu vuc thwong xuyén xay ra dat



da tr6i, nham the va thé nui déu rat dé Xuat hién hién twong dat troi da 1o, nhung rirng cay nay
chic cling toi may tram nam tu01 roi, c6 thé gitt duoc tinh trang khong bi pha hoai cho toi tan
bay gio, chirng to rang b0 re clua nhlrng thuc Vat ky la ndy con bam dat chit hon bo ré ctia cay
bach, vi vay noi nay ¢ 1& 1a twong ddi an toan.”

Nhin dong dat da x6i vao khoanh dat bang phang phia bén kia, dong thoi chit chong chat
dong 1én d6, noi 4y dan dan tré nén rong hon, phang hon, Nhac Dwong Ié lwdi noi: “Me cua toi
o1, th_1 ra ché d6 13 do dat d4 trdi tich tu lai ma thanh, suyt chut nita 1a ching ta tw chui dau vao
ro roi.

Lir CAnh Nam néi: “Lan nay la toi so suit, cling may da phat hién kip thoi, danh d€ moi nguoi
tam nghi ngoi trong khu rirng nay vay.”

Lat ma A La lac dau néi: “bia diém vén khong chon sai, chi 1a khong ngo hai dong dat da troi
dy lai va cham tac dong l1an nhau, dan dén chuyén hu'o'ng x6i thang vao gitra, day la tw nhién
blen hoéa khon lwong, ching ta khong thé dw doan mdt cach hoan toan chinh xac duoc dau, sip
x&p ngudi canh phong ban dém, gitt cdnh giac bat ctr lic nao 1a hanh dong ding din.”

Trong khu rirng day nhing cay coi quai di do, troi lai mua gio am am, muon binh yén ngu
mot gidc ndo c6 dé dang g1, moi nguoi déu mé& mat thao lao ca dém dai, ngay hom sau lai tiép
tuc dua theo chd thich trén ban d6, nhdm hwéng Pong Nam thing tién.

“Pinh... dinh dinh...”, gitra khu vic hoang vu khong nguoi lanh 1éo ménh méng vang 1én tiéng
duc déo chat chua, bén canh may chiéc 1éu bat 1d mdt pho twong Quan Am cao dén muoi bon
muoi lam mét dLrng nghlem trang trong hang dong. Khong, ddy dwong nhu khong phai Quan
The Am B6 Tat ngan tay ngan mat truyen thong, trudec tién la tao hinh cua phin dau pho tuwong
c6 toi ba con mat, dong thoi nguoi tho tay nghé hét strc tinh tham 4y da tao cho birc twong
mot vé mat mim cwoi day vé twr bi, nhlrng khoe miéng lai nhéch 1én lanh ling ngao nghé; ké dé
la, ngan tay ngan mit, b1en thanh ngan tay ngan miéng, gitra long m01 ban tay, khong phai con
mat quan sat thé sw, ma la nhing cai miéng hinh dang khac nhau, c6 cai nhéch mep cuoi gan
c6 cai nghién rang nghlen loi, c6 cadi ha to nhu chau mau, twong Phat nhuw vy, thit khién nguoi
ta phai kinh hai lanh nguoi.

Lic nay bén ngoai pho twgng da da 13p xong gian gido, bén trén nguoi budc qua budc lai hét
strc ban ron, ho can trong duc tirng nhat 1én dé, nhung dam nguwdi nay khong phai dang tac
twong da, ma 1a dang...

“Ram...” Mét mang 16n trwdc nguc twong Phat tréc ra roi xuong, dwéi dat bui bay mu mit.
Merkin huyt sdo, thai d6 vé cling ung dung. Y cam b dam I1én héi: “P3 thay chwa?”

Soares dung trén gian gido cao dap loi: “Chua thiy, chic con phai duc siu thém chit nita,
chit da & day khong tot, rat dé bong troc, chac chi lat nira la xong th01 ” Vira dut 1o, lai mot
tiéng dong lom nira vang lén, ké d6 la m6ét mang da 16m hon troc xuong, trudc nguc birc twong
da khong lo lién 16 ra mot bang kim loai, Soares mirng r& néi: “Xong roi, dé téi khéi dong co
quan xem.”

Merkin ngang dau lén nhin vang tran cla tuong Quan Am, noi do, phia trén doi mat Phat tir
bi hién hoa, c6 mot con mat lén phat ra nhitng tia sang bang bac. Ch1 can Soares cam bon cay
quyen trrong vao ban kim loai noi nguc twong Phat, con mat bac 4y sé roi xuéng, ma con mat
ndy, twong truyén c6 thé mé ra mot bi mat con lén hon gap boi.

Soares 1ay ra bén ciy giy dai chung mot thudc (khoang ba mwoi centimet), mot dau hinh
thoi, bén trén hinh thoi kham mot phlen tron bang kim loai to nhw dong tién, c6 hinh vé.
Soares quan sat bang kim loai, roi cam dau cé dong tién vao 16 twong tng, tir tir cdm sau vao,
moi khi mot cay quyén truong d4n vao, con mat 16n trén tran twong da lai loi ra mot chut, bu1
da 1a ta rai xuéng nhw mua.

Soares dan do: “Xong roi, mot dira ching may lén trén lay n6 xuéng di.”
Mot tén trong dam thu ha lién xan tay 40 bam vao canh tay twong Phat tréo 1én, vira mai leo



dwoc hai ba mét, dot nhién kéu “A I” mot ti€ng 1on, trwot chan roi khoi gian glao cao muoi
mét. Soares lién vung roi ra, quin chat tén dé vao, kéo tré lai gian gido roi hoi: “Chuyén gi
vay?”

Tén kia dap: “Khong biét nita, hinh nhw c6 gi d6 can téi mot cai.”
Soares xoay xoay 6 tay tén do, vira tréng thiy vét thuong lign néi luén: “O? Bo cap, may
cham phai cho nao r6i?”

Tén kia lac dau: “Dau c6 dau, tdi bAm vao canh tay twong Phat tréo 1én thoi, vét thwong bat
dau té di roi.”

Soares chi vao hai tén khic noi: “Hai thang chiing may, dé n6 xudng dudi, tiém huyét thanh
vao.”
Vira dirt 10, dwdi chan bong rung 1én dit doi, ca gian gido phat ra nhitng tiéng rac rac lach

cach”, mot canh tay pho twong co h6 nhw muén nhac 1én. Merkin bén dwdi nhin thay twong da
bién d01 vOi vang vai 1én hoi: “Sao vay? Xay ra chuyén gi a?”

Soares dap: “Khong sao, pho twong nay la twong co quan Phat, gior toi da khoi dong co quan,
chi s¢ twong Phat sap sup xuong roi. Toi sé dich than lén lay con mat bac, anh t6 chirc cho
ngu'm bén duwéi rat di.” Ké dé y lai quay sang bao dam nguwoi dang lao dong trén gian gido,

“Ching may lap tirc roi khdi day, sap sap téi noi roi.”

Thén hinh Soares lac nhe, tréo 1én voi toc ddo nhanh hon tén vira ndy khong biét bao nhiéu
lan. Lac leo téi gan ch3 canh tay, qua nhién trong cai miéng noi long ban tay bo ra mot con bo
cap dai chirng muoi centimet, toan than trang nhu tuyét, chi c6 mii kim noi du01 1d mau den.
Soares ldy lam hirng thii, ngac nhién thot lén: “Khong ngo lai la bo cap trang Y vuon tay ra,
thanh thao bat lay con bo cap, roi ném xudng duédi eo, vay 1a da cho con vat vira bat duoc vao
mdt chiéc lo thiy tinh.

POt nhién noi d6c¢ nach caa canh tay do6 c6 da vun roi xubng, ca canh tay lap tirc gay lia,
Soares suyt chit nita ciing roi xuong theo, may ma kip thoi bam vao mot canh tay khac. Luc
nay, trong chd gay kia, dwong nhw c6 gi d6 nhic nhich, dwa mat nhin lai, thi thdy vo sé bo cap
trang dang tran ra, bo loan lung tung khap noi. Soares cling khong khoi kinh ngac, thim nhu:

“Nhiéu vay sao!” Song y cling khong kip nghi ngoi gi nhiéu, lai t1ep tuc nhanh nhen leo 1én. Bén
trén lai co mot canh tay gay khac roi xuong giira dau. Soares voi lach nguoi né tranh, canh tay
y dat chan ciing roi, cd ngudi y bi thut xudéng. Y lién bam tay vao mot canh tay khac, gang stc
ap sat than tuong Phat dot nhién bdng nghe thidy mot tiéng “cach”.

Soares la ngwoi kinh nghiém phong ph, vira nghe tiéng dong la biét ngay day chinh la am
thanh phat ra trudc khi co quan khoi dong, lién khong chut ngan ngtr, vung cay roi dai trong
tay ra, quan lay mot canh tay du tir bén trai sang bén phai twong Phat, may miii lao den ngom
swot qua vai. Lic du qua bang klm loai cho nguc tuwong Phat, chi nghe bén trong vang 1én
nhung tiéng “cach cach cach cach..’ khong ngung, Soares tham than ° ‘hong roi”, voi dap chan
vao bang kim loai hong tang thém toc do. Qua nhién, vira luét qua do, tén va mii lao lién ban
ra vt vii, chi hoi chdm mot chat 1 da bi bdn cho 16 chd nhu t& ong roi.

Soares du sang canh tay bén phai, khong ddm dirng lai, thu roi lai roi ti€p tuc vung ra quin
vao mot canh tay khac, muwon lwc d6 nhay 1én canh tay, doan nhanh chong leo l1én may mét nhu
leo thang tre, k& d6 da t&i vai twong Phat. Khong ngo chat da chd vai pho twong chi la mot 16p
mong dinh, Soares vira giam lén da dap v& mot mang lén, chan thut vao trong. Y 1am nguy ma
khong roi loan, ung bién tic thi, hai tay bam duorc tai twong Phat, tirc khic rat chan 1én, 16n
ngwoc nguoi mot vong, da dwng Ién trén tai twong Phat. Soares vwon tay ra lay con mat bac
xuong, lam bam mang chii: * “Twong Phat quy quai nay, con ghé hon co quan cua nguoi Maya
nira.” Ngoanh dau nhin lai, y méi nhédn ra & cho minh vira dap v& lai tran ra v6 so bo cap trang
nho, con chd dat con mat bac khong hiéu da sdp xép co quan gi, ma ciing bit dau chay ra rat
nhiu chat dich mau dé.



L bo cap trang da tran ra rit nhiéu, chiém ct hét gin nira vai tuong Phat va hau hét cac
canh tay, Soares trong mot thoang cling khong tim thay chd nao dit chan, ma tai tuong Phat
cling da bi vb s6 bo cap trang khac tran lén. Luc nay, y lai nghe bén dwéi chan cé tiéng “lach
cach”, cii dau quan sat, thay gOc tai cung bat dau c6 da vun roi 14 ta, Soares nhiu chdt hai hang
long may, 1m bam chiri: “Ch chét” Y ngang dau Ién, bam lay mai téc xodn Oc¢ cla ‘tuong Phat,
tréo 1én dinh diu. Chi nghe “buc” mot tiéng, tya hd nhw cé tAm mang chan bi pha v, ké d6 mot
luong lon dich thé mau do tran ra noi 10 tai twong Phat, tai Phat tua nhw duoc lam bang dat
bot vira do nuwéc vao la tan ra ngay, ca cai tai roi ludn xuong dum Vay con chua hét, lai nghe

" mot ti€éng nita, trén dinh dau tuwong Phat ciing bat dau ri ra th dich thé do kia, Soares
khong con duong nao dé di, chi biét m& mat tran tran ra nhin chd ding cua minh bit dau dung
dua dao dong, cubi cung cling khong nhin néi ma ngodc miéng ra chui: “Cho chét! Khén nan!
Bon ngwoi Co Cach troi danhl..” Lot con chwa dit, ca dau twong Phat da roi khoi than twong,
Soares ciing theo d6 ma roi xuéng.

Cung luc 4y, Merkin & dwéi dat ciing kinh hoang luéng cuong ca tay chan. Y khong tai nao ngo
dwoc mot pho twong 16n nhuw thé, vay ma bao sup la sup xuong ngay duoc. Hién truong loan
nhlr bay ong Vo t0, can ban khong thé nao chi huy dwoc, danh ai c6 mang nguoi ay chay thoi
vay. Merkin vira m&i tranh ra mot bén, da thay dau tuong Phat khong 16 roi uynh xudng dat, vor
lam b6n ndm manh, chit dich mau d6 bén ra tung toe, lan khap mat dat, qua giong nhu mau
chay thanh song. Merkin va dam tha ha déu bi dinh kha nhiu chat dich nay lén nguoi. Bon bo
cap trang kia, khong hiéu nhin duoc thong tin gi tir chat dich, lién nhu séi déi thdy thit twoi,
gau cho ngui dwoc mui mat, tU’C khic ao dén nhu thac lii. Merkin thiy tinh thé khong hay,
ngoac miéng ra chtti mot tiéng “Ché chét”, roi xoay ngudi co gio boé chay. Ca dam thu ha ciing
luéng cudng chay theo.

Soares lo ltrng trén khong, thi ra luc tir trén cao roi xuong, rot cudcy cling nho vao tai nghé
dung roi cia minh kip thoi quan vao gian giao, nhat lai tinh mang ttr tay Ttr than. Nhan lic dam
bo cap trang chua kip vay kin, y 1ap tirc rat roi roi lai ném ra, lién ti€p bdn lan cudi cling ciing
ha chan xuéng dat, chay lao theo dam nguoi Merkin.

Ca dam nguoi chay mot mach ntra tiéng dong ho, tréo lén mot cai thap dat tuong déi cao.
Merkin thé hon hén néi: “Khong duéi, khong dudi theo nira roi. "Diém lai quan so, y phat hién
ra thiéu bon nguoi, ma ciing khong phal quay lai tim lam gi nika, ai nay déurd so phan ctia bén
ten do6 thé nao roi. Merkin nhin con mat bac trong tay Soares vlra thé vira mim cwoi noi:

“Ching may, day chinh 1a di tich C6 Cach treo nguoc gitra khong trung diy.”

Soares nghién rang no6i: “Nhanh lén, dwa t6i hai 6ng huyét thanh, ch6 ma that.”
Merkin kinh ngac thot 1én: “Sao co, cd anh ma ciing...?”

Soares néi: “Um, ldc dap lén vai pho twong. Nhitng co quan chet tiét nay toan thiét ké &
nhiing cho ta khong thé twong tuwong ra noi.” Merkin tram giong noi: “Trung Quoc du sao cling
c6 dén nam ngan nam lich s, k¥ thudt co quan cua ho phat trién cling tuong déi kinh nguoi,
ching ta khéng thé c6 tam ly ciu may duwoc. Cai hang Thién Phat nay chang qua chi la mét pho
twong co quan Phat binh thwong ma da dang so nhwong nay, Pdo Huyén Khéng tu chi so con
nguy hiém hon nira day.”



Thon Cong Bo

Puong nui doc dirng, hon nita lai vira dit con mua nén rat tron, du moi ngwoi dd di giay dinh
chuyén leo nui cling van lén dwoc mot buoc lai truot vé ntra buéc. Cang di sau vao ‘trong, lai
cang khong thdy bong dang d4u tich gi clia con nguoi. Song noi nay son thanh thuy td, sau con
mua cay coi deu xanh mudt mat, bay chim chao liéng trén khong lai cang tang thém phan sinh
dong, doan nguoi bon Trac Moc Cwong Ba di dwong vat va, ma khong ai cam thay kho s& gi. Ho
di hét mot ngay dlrcrng gian kho, tm gan budi x€ chiéu, ph1a trudc bong hién ra mot lan khéi
m¢. Nhac Dwong mirng ré reo vang: “Cé ngudi, phia truedc c6 ngudi.”

bi toi duoi chan mot ngon nui khong biét tén, qua nhién trong son c6c c6 mot thon lang hién
1én trudrc mat, séng hon tram ho dan trong rat giong voi phong cach dan Tang. Mot con du'crng
nho quanh co di xuyén qua khu lang, dan thang toi sau trong khe nai. Ca nhom ngudi mung vui
ra mat, chay thang to1 khu lang ay, tinh than ai nay deu phan chin han Ién. Nguoi dau tién ho
gap duoc la mot co be chdn gia suc, C6 bé dwa nguoi vao sat canh cong lang, chiéc roi da trong
tay vung Vay nhé nhe, chiéc 4o Phé Lb dét bang 16ng ctru va tdm khan dau do ruc nhu Ira anh
1én cung rang chiéu ruc r& noi trod Tay va li ctru trang toat dudi lan may khéi litng 1. Canh
tuong hién lén nhw mot burc tranh son thuy kho thé ta n6i bang loi. Pan clru da ngoan ngodn
tré vé thon trang, nhlrng cd bé van Iuu luyén nguéc nhin vé phuong Dong, tua ho nhw dang doi
ai do. Trwong Lap sang mat l1én, dang chudn bi buéc 1én chao hoi, c6 bé kia thot nhién trong
thay nguoi la, voi kéu 1én mot tiéng, roi vung roi dudi dan clru chay di, chi dé€ lai trong mat
nhom khach phu'o'ng xa mdt béng hinh yéu diéu mong manh.

bi vao giira lang, ch1 thay gia tré gai trai, hau het déu durng chan nhin ngé may du khach la
mdt. Trang phuc cua ho rat dam nét dac trung cua nguwoi Tang, song lai c6 phong cach rat
riéng, twa ho nhw phuc sttc ctia ngudi Mon Ba, nhung lai khong hoan toan Ia thé.

Trac Méc Cuong Ba sai chan lén trudc, dung t1eng Tang hoi mét ong gia trong glong nguoi
Tang: “Ong o1, chung ti & ngoai ndi vao day, mudén ta tic mot dém, & day c6 chd nao tri tam
khong a?”

Giong dng gia kia vang 1én gat gong: “CAu noi cai gi? Toi khong hiéu.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba thoat nghe, nhan ra day la mot kiéu phatam chang glong t1eng Tang binh
thuong cling khong glong tiéng Tang cd, ma dchrng nhu la & gitta hai thi tiéng ay, nghe ntra
h1eu nura khong, ga lién dut khoat dung luén tiéng Tang c6 hoi lai mot lwot. Ong gia kia lién 16
ve ngac nhién ra mat, rd rang la cam thiy kinh ngac truéec chuyen Trac Moc Cuong Ba biét néi

t1eng Tang c6; thé nhung, 6ng ta ciing chi lanh lung dap mot ciu: “Khéng biét.” rof quay nguoi
di thang.

Trac Moc Cwong Ba lay lam ngac nhién. Ga hiéu rd, dong bao cia minh déu la nhitng nguoi
nhiét tinh hiéu khach, nhung dan toc trong nui nay sao lai lanh lung nhw nwéc da the kia? Lat
ma A La va Trac Moc Cuong Ba lai chia nhau di héi may nguoi khac, ngwoi nao nguoi nay cling
déu lanh dam ho hu'ng, ttr té mot chat thi trd 1o “khong biét”, con dau thi thay ho lai gan la da
tranh ra xa, di dwoc 'mady budc lai dlrng, ngoanh diu quan sat. Thang thing hon nira, c6 nguoi
tham chi con 1én tiéng quat dudi: “Pi di, di di, chd chung t6i day khong tiép khach ving ngoai.
Mic x4c cac anh 1a ngudi gi thi nguoi! M&i cac anh mau mau di khéi day cho.”

ba dén gio com t6i, nguoi trong lang dudong nhw da hen nhau tir truére, dot nhién tan di hét,
nha nha ctra kin nhw bung, dwong lang bong dung tré' nén hoang vang thé lwong. Tam nguoi
chan ndn tu lai gitta lang, nhin gio th01 la bay xao xac, cdy co dung dua, tam tinh triu han
xudng. Du‘(yng Man dau moi lén noi: “Nguoi ¢ day sao 1a1 nhu vay ch?” Tru'o'ng Lap va Nhac
Dwong ngo ngac nhin nhau, khong biét tra loi thé nao.

Gido sw Phwong Tan néi: “Co 18 1a mdi noi mo6i phong tuc théi.” Ba Tang chi cudi gan khong
ra tiéng.

Lat ma A La néi: “Theo ban do, thi noi kia ciing & gan day thoi, khong biét ngudi trong lang



nay c6 biét gi khong nhi.”
Trac Moc Cwong Ba noi: “Khong thé nao dau, chuyén tir hon ngan nim trwéc, ai con nhé noi
chwr.”

Gido sw Phwong Tan lic dau  phan do6i: “Khong, cd rat nhiéu noi da mat hét van ty va hinh vé
ghi chép su kién, nhung ngwoi dan dia phwong van dung hinh thic truyen thuyét hodc cau
chuyén than thoai dé lwu truyen cho doi sau, chang han nhw dan cw & Song Nhii son, Han
Vuong mo déu biét dén truyén thuyét vé c6 mo.’

L& Canh Nam no6i: “Nguoi ta da khong hoan nghénh, vay chung ta ra ngoai thon dung léu ha
trai di. Pang nao ciing khong thiéu nwdc véi thirc dn. Sdng sém mai sé Ién dudng, khong lam
phién dén ho nita.

Vay la cd nhém chon mot khodng dét tréng phia Dong lang, cam lu ha trai, d6t lira ndu com.
Trac Moc Cuong Ba giup Du'(rng Man nhen Itra, bi c6 tréu choc, hun cho mudi khoéi dinh den si
ca mat. Nuwéc con chwa sbi, bong nghe sau léu c6 ti€ng cii va. Trac Moc Cu'(mg Ba chay ra xem
thty, thi thdy Ba Tang dang lanh lung nhin mot dita be trai chirng tam chin tudi, Truong Lap va
Nhac Dwong dang moi nguoi mot cau noi gi do. Vira thay Trac Moc Cuong Ba tO’l ca hai voi
tranh nhau néi: “Cwdong Ba thiéu gia, thing quy nhé nay dn trém do clia chiing ta.”

Mét miii thang bé 1dm lem bun dit, hinh nhw vira choi duia thoa thich & dau vé, déi mat sang
ct nhin chdm chap vao nguoi ta khong chlu chop, ban tay nho nam chit lai, diéu bo vé nhw oan
trc 1dm. Trac Mdc Cuong Ba than thién héi: “Bé con, tén chau la gi?”

Dira bé ciing 1dy lam ngac nhién truéc ngwoi dan 6ng biét noi tiéng Tang c6 nay, ngudc 1én
nhin than hinh cao 16n cua Trac Méc Cwong Ba: “Toi tén Thi Cat.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba lai no6i: “Tot 1am, Thir Cat, c6 thé cho chu biét tai sao chau lai dn trom do
cua chung ta khéng?”

Sac mat Thir Cat 1ap tirc day vé phan ng, ban tay nho lai cang nam chit hon: “Khéng co! Toi
khong cé!” Piéu bd thang nhoc nhw thé dang noi, c6 danh chét toi ciing khong thira nhan.

Trac Moc Cwong Ba ngang dau Ién: “N6 bao khéng an trom.”

Truong Lap va Nhac Duong cung luc kéu 1én: “Noi bay day' Truong Lap noéi: “Toi tan mat
chirng kién no dang Iuc ba 16 cua chung ta. Anh Ba Tang cling trong thay nira, néu khong phai
anh ay bat né lai, thang nhéc nay da linh mat tir 1au roi.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba néi: “Trong ba 16 c6 thiéu thir gi khong?”
Ba Tang lanh lung dap: “Phat hién ra sém, nén khong dé né 1y mat thi gi.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba xoa xoa dau Thit Cat, nghi ngoi mot chut roi néi: “Bé ‘qua di, tré con noi
rirng sdu nui tham, chwa thdy ba 16 to nhuw thé bao gid, hiéu ky mét chit ciing 1a thurcrng thoi.
DPang nao ching ta cling khong mit gi c3, cac cAu nghi sao?”

Truwong Lap noi: “Thang nhdc nay & trong lang kia, lic ndy toi da thay no roi.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba gat dau: “Toi biét, toi cling thay noé roi.” Lic & trong lang thang bé nay
dimng canh mot phu nir trung nién, quan ao khi ay van con sach sé. Ba Tang hoi long tay ra, tay
kia hat hat vé phia thing bé, ra h1eu né cé thé di duoc roi.

Khéng ngd, Thir Cat lai hiéu lam, né 16n tié€ng rong 1én: “Cac nguoi giét toi, anh Pa Cat nhat
dinh sé bao thu!”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba mim cuoi ng01 xOm xudng, quet quet muodi than trén mat, vé mot vong
trén ma Ter Cat, cuoi cwoi bao: “Ai noi chung ta sé giét chau? Chau vé nha du'o'c roi, lan sau
mudn xem gi thi bdo v&i ching ta, trong cai tii nay c¢6 nhiéu th thd vi lam.”

Tht Cat nghi hodc tron mat nhin Trac Méc Cudng Ba, lui lai may buoc roi méi quay ngudi bd
chay. Chay dwoc vai budc, thing bé lai quay dau ng6 xem bon ho c6 dudi theo khong. Thiy



dam Trac Moc Cuong Ba khong dudi theo, cau nhéc méi hét 16n: “Ké cuép! An trom...” rdi chay
tot vao lang.

Nhac Dwong cwoi khé néi: “Pao 16n hét ca, ching ta thanh ké cwdp véi an trom roéi kia, hir
hl\l’."

Trac Moc Cuong Ba noi: “Co 1é trwcrc day trong lang nay da xay ra chuyén gi dd, nén nguoi
lang méi han hoc véi ching ta nhu vay.”

LatmaALava gido su Phuong Tan cung Lir Canh Nam di quan trac dia hinh quay tré lai, bdo
cho nhitng ngudi con lai biét, vi tri danh diu trén ban d6 chic 1a & phia Pong lang, 1éch vé phla
Nam chung ba muoi do, cach khoang ba muoi kilomet, nhung d6 la duwong chim bay, con vuot
nui bang rung thi that khé néi 1 phai di mat bao lau nita. Trac Mdc Cuong Ba ké so qua chuyen
Ve Thi& Cat cho may ngu'o'l Luc ndy, mot phu nit trung tudi dang ngai ngan ding canh léu trai
cda ho, thip giong néi: “Nay...”

Ca bon quay dau lai, lién thiy mot phu nit ngwoi Tang ching bon muwoi tudi dang khom minh
ctii dau noi: Thang bé do, that 1a ngai qua. Thtr Cat budng binh qua, that la lam phién céc vj,
téi dan n6 dén xin 16i day Thit Cat 14p 16 phia sau vat 40 me né, vé mat xem chirng nhw rat
khong phuc.

Trac Moc Cuwong Ba dirng day néi: “Khdéng cé gi, Thir Cat 1a dira tré ngoan. N6 hi€u chuyén
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lam.

Nguwoi phu nit trung nién kia noi: “Thuc sy hét strc xin 16i chuyén vira roi trong lang, ca lang
ching t6i, moi Ilgll’O’l déu tho o véi khach tir phwong xa dén qua. Néu moi nguwoi khong ngai,
xin moi d&n nha t61.”

Loi moi nay khién moi nguoi déu mung ré ra mat, du sao thi nuéc van chua dun s6i, sau
mdy cau khach sdo, ca nhém Trac Moc Cuong Ba lién thu don d6 dac, don vao nha Trac Ma.
Phong oOc rat rong rdi, thra du ché cho tdm ngudi nghi ngoi. Chong Trac M4 vao nui san bin,
phai mudn hon nira méi vé. Moi nguoi tro chuyén dwoc doi ba ciu, khay tra stra ndng hoi h&i
da dwoc bung 1én ban.

Truwong Lap an uong nhé6m nhoam, r01 roi rit khen: “Banh x0p cta chi Trac Ma ngon that day.
Py md&i 1a diém tAm ki€u Tang chinh cong chirlai.”

Trac Ma cuoi cuoti: Ngon thi dn nhiéu mot chut di, nha chdng toi cling 1du 1am khong c6
nhiéu khach thé nay roi.

L& Canh Nam héi: “Phai roi chi Trac M3, vira ndy trong lang xay ra chuyén gi vay? Tai sao
moi ngudi déu lanh lung nhuw vay?”

Trac Ma nguong ngung dap: “Chuyén nay... dd la tap tuc tuw rat nhleu nam trudc r01 tat ca déu
la quy ct cua to tién truyén lai. Chung toi song trong chén rung sau nui tham nay, ciing it khi
gap duorc nglrm noi khac dén, nén khong biét dao dai khach, c6 chd nao khéng phai, mong cac
vi b6 qua cho.”

Lat ma A La héi: “Vay moi ngudi & day thudc bo toc nao thé?”

Trac Ma néi: “Chung t6i a, ching tdi la nguoi Cong B6 Ba.”

Lat ma A La chau may: “Céng B Ba? Trud¢c nay hinh nhw toi chwa bao gio nghe néi c6 mot
dan toc nhw vay ca.”

Trac Ma dirng 1én noi: “Ching toi sinh song mai sdu trong nui, ngwoi biét dé€n khong nhiéu
1dm d4u. Xin 10, t6i phai ra ngoai mét chut, cac vi ¢ tw nhién.”

Sau khi Trac Ma di khoi, tdm nguoi vira thwdng thirc do an thitc uéng, roi s6i noi ban luan,
cho rang minh van s6 da chuyen Lat ma A La dot nhién cam thay Vung bung c6 gi d6 khong ¢ on,
dau 6c hang né nhw da uéng rat nhiéu ruou, ong nhom dung len: “Khong on, nhitng thtr nay
khong 6n!” Vira méi ding 1én, 1ap tirc cAm thay trod xoay dat chuyén, ngd uych xudng dat. Moi



nguoi thay deu kinh hai, nhung qua mudn, nguoi nao nguoi ndy dirng 1én déu dé nghiéng do
nga, chang miy da ngi thlep di.

Trac Moc Cuwong Ba tinh lai, phat hién minh dang nam trén mot Chlec giwong 1o, dau givong
dat mot chiéc _hop Bat bao, bén trén khic dai bang va may lanh, man trwéng budng ru, ném
givong vura mém mai vira da chiu, toan bd déu lam bang to lua thu'(yng hang, vach tuong bén
trai c6 am tho Phat, den Itra sang rd, khéi xanh van vit tdéa bay. Trac Moc Cuong Ba lic lac cai
dau ning nhw deo da, tham nhu: * "Minh dang & dau day? Trong mo ching?”

Trac Méc Cwong Ba nhom nguoi xuong giwong, quan 4o van con nguyén ven, ba 16 dat trén
ban, d6 dac khong thiéu thit nao, chi 1a khong biét nhitng nguoi khac da di dau mat. Pau 6c ga
lac nay hén loan mé man, khong can than_ cham tay lam do mat chiéc ghé, bén ngoai lién c6
ngudi budc vao, cung kinh néi: “Ngai tinh roi a, Thanh st dai nhan.”

Trac M6c Cwong Ba luong ca ludng cuong, hoang mang héi: “Cai gi... cai gi gi si?”

Nguoi kia quy mot chan xudng, n6i: “Thanh s dai nhin, ngai la Thanh s dai nhan cta bo
toc Cong B6 ching t6i.”

Thi lwc Trac Moc Cwong Ba da dan dan khoi phuc, thay tred'c mat minh c6 mét thanh nién
cao 16m khoe manh dang quy mot chan, sic da hoi ngdm den, tran rong miii cao, ha1 mat sang
r&. Ga 1dm bam néi: “Cac nguoi, cac nguoi co IAm 1an gi khong?” Ga song bang nay tudi dau, day
lalan dau tién nghe thiy toc Tang c6 mdt nhanh goi la Cong B, lam sao gi co theé tré thanh cai
gl st ctia bd tdc nay cho dwoc?

Thanh nién kia n6i: “Khong thé lJam duorc, ba vi trvdng lao xwa nay chwa bao gior néi sai. Ngai
chinh la Thanh str dai nhan cua chang toi, day 1a'sw that da dwoc Than kham dinh tir may ngan
nam truéc roi.”

Trac Moc Cworng Ba lai héi: “Cau tén la gi?”

Thanh nién cti dau dap: “Tiéu nhin 1a Na Tham.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba lién diu giong néi ti€p: “Na Tham, Na Tham, nhitng ngwdi ban cda toi
dau ro6i?”

Na Thim cung kinh dap: “Ban ctia Thanh st dai nhan déu dang ngi ® mot can phong khac.”

Trac M6c Cwong Ba néi: “Tai sao Trac Ma lai danh thu6c mé ching t6i?”

Na Thim dap: “La dé xac dinh than phan cia Thanh s& dai nhan.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba hoang mang dap: “Truong lao xac dinh than phan cua toi bang cach nao?
Bon ho dua vao cai gi ma néi toi la Thanh st? Cau dan to6i di gap trwdng 1do xem.

Na Tham so hai noi: “Chi c6 ngwoi trwdng lao mudn gap madi c6 thé gdp mat trwedng lio, bay
gior Thanh s dai nhin ngai khong thé di gap trwdng lao dwoc.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba lac lac dau cam ly nwéc lanh trén ban 1én uéng rng wc cho ban than tinh
tao thém cht nita, roi hoi tiép: “Vay Thanh st dai nhan nay cé thé lam nhitng gi?”

Na Tham dap: “Ba vi trwong ldo ndi, Thanh st dai nhan cling phai t¢i Canh ctra Sinh ménbh,
chung toi s€ déc hét stic gitip Thanh st dai nhan va ban cta ngai téi Nap Bac Thac.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba ngan nguoi: “Canh ctra Sinh menh7 Ga dwong nhw di hiéu ra gi do, lai
nhuw mu mo khong hiéu, hoan toan bo sét mat chir “ciing” kia...

Trong bong toi mu mit, nhitng ngon dudc nhu anh dom dom lap loe, ghép thanh mot duong
dai ngodn ngoeo khuc khuyu Moi nguoi déu & trong trang thai canh giac cao do. Trong anh
sang cia ngon ¢ dudc trén tay, bén pha1 la vach da, bén trai trong khong me mit, thi thoang lai c6
da vun roi xuong song lai khéng cé bat ctr tleng vong nao. Thi ra, con du'(rng bon ho dang di
khong ngo lai giong hét nhu con dwdng nhé tlen vao Mdc Thoat bén séng Nha Lo Tang Bo, trén
dudi 1a bau khong tham thim, con duong & gitta nhoé ra rong chwa dén mot mét, ma lic nay



bon bé con téi om nhw muec, trén khong thay trod, dwéi khong thay dat. Soares ngoanh dau noi:
“Pang 1& phai mang thing oat kia dén, c6 khl bay gi¢r d3 qua chd nay roi dy chit.”

Merkin noi: “Mang han di cling v6 dung, thang oat ay ca doi cling chwa ra khoi Mdc Thoat,
han chi nghe theo nhiing gi t6 tién han truyen lai ma thoi, con ching ta méi c6 ban d6. That
khong ngo dia hinh & day lai phttc tap thé ndy, cai chd quy quai nay lam sao ma hinh thanh
dwoc nhi?”

Soares noéi: “Chac la cao nguyén da voi, nhung chat d4 & day va nham thach trén mat dat
hoan toan khong glong nhau. D€ toi nghi lal xem nao, tir ddu dén gior van di xuong déc. TU’ trén
mat dat L xudng day chac khoang mot ngan met, da dl qua tang nham thach tram tich réi. Vach
da & cho nay duong nhu déu do nham thach cirng cau thanh, hoi gidéng da rhyolite, c6 le la mot
khe ngdm hoan toan bit kin hinh thanh tir nhitng vin déng tao son ban dau cua dia cau.”

Merkin néi: “Bay gi¢ bon phia déu t8i den nhw murc, chang nhin thay gi c4, lam sao ma tim
kiém day?”

Soares dap: “Ct men theo con duwong nay tlep tuc di di. Toi nghi, thang oat dy noéi cai gl ma
day thirng nha troi sé ndi téi canh tay phai cda Thi La, chic 1a phai c6 cau méi dung.”

Merkin lAam bam: “Bao nhiéu nam nhw vay, c6 tréri méi biét c6 con hay khong.”

Hai nguwoi vira néi vira tlep tuc tién 1én, dét nhién Soares _dung budc, Merkin ciing dung lai
theo, dam nguoi phia sau ciing déu dwng lai. Nguwoi thir nam khong klp dirng budrc, bat can
dung vao nguoi dung trudc. Nguoi thir tw di trén con duong nguy hiém nay sudt mot quang
thoi gian dai, von da méi goi chun chan, bi cham vao mot caj, lién “loat soat” nghiéng dau sang
bén khdong c6 Vach da. Merkin vuon tay ra, khéng can quay dau lai da kéo nguoi dimng thit tw ve,
dong thoi néi: “Roi xudng 1a chét chic day, twchuydi”

Soares néi: “Xem ra da té&i roi.”
Merkin ngodnh dau: “Lan nay thi ding la thé tham.”

Chi thay phia truorc cai khe khdéng 16 tam tdi, hai cAy tru sit cim siu vao vach d3, nhung xich
sat bén trén dut tir doi nao, khong biét da roi di dau mat. Soares so soang cdy tru sat noi:
“Nhiing do sat nay chic la da phet len mot 16p vatliéu chong gi nhan tao, mot ngan nam roi ma
van khong thay doi gi ca, rm, vét cat phang ldm, xem ra sofi day duy | nhat noi lién dai “hiép cbc
nay da bi nguoi ta pha hoal roi. Nhin dau vEt chd dit doan coléla co nhan tir ngan nam trudrc
gy ra, khl ay rot cugc da xay ra chuyén gi vay?” Merkin noi VO‘l nguwoi dirng sau lung: “Max, ban
mot qua phao tin hiéu di, xem tinh thé xung quanh thé nao.”

Phao sang lap loe bay 1én, chiéu roi dai hiép c6c tbéi tam ro nhuw ban ngay, nhung pham vi
chleu sang ciing rat c6 han, nén dai hiép céc khong rd sdu rong thé nao nay van an dung mao
clia minh trong birc man tam t61. Merkin khong nén nodi kinh ngac thét 1én: “Khe nitt rong qua,
khong ngd lai chang nhin dwoc bor d6i dién nira.

Soares dé nghi: “Ban thém mAy phat nira xem, hinh nhuw tdi vira thiy céi gi d6.”

Lai c6 mdy qua phdo sang nita dwoc ban ra, Merkin lac dau: “Van chang thiy gi cd ma.”
Soares c6 gitr binh tinh, néi: “T6i thay roi.”

Merkin voi héi: “Anh trong thdy gi?” Y hiéu rd, Soares c6 doi mit cda loai ¢ vo, thi luc trong

bong toi tot hon nguoi b1nh thudng rat nhiéu. Giong Soares nhu thé chinh y ciing khéng tin
vao nhitng diéu minh néi: “Péi dién, phia chinh dién c6 nha!”

“Nha!” Merkin kinh ngac thot 1én thanh tleng, trén vach d4 cao ngat déc dirng nay khong ngo
1a1 c6 mot ngdi nha, ct nghe nhu truyén c6 ngan le mot dém vay. Soares khang dinh chac chan:
Dung, noi mot cach chinh xac, phal noéi 1a chua hay cai miéu méi ding. Toi thay roi, c6 chua
chién miéu mao, khéng chi mét ngoi dau, chung bam dinh trén vach da doéi dién, Pdo Huyén
Khong, khong sai, chinh 1a & day, Pao Huyén Khong tu!”



Merkin kich dong kéu lén: “Nhanh, dung tia laze do khoang cach, xem xem bao xa.”
Max ldy may do ra, loay hoay mot lic roi néi: “Ong... 6ng chi, hai, hai tram linh bay mét.”

Soares noi: “Xa vay lam sao qua dwoc?” Gio day cau day sat da dit, cho du c6 mot soi day
thirng dai dén thé, cling khong thé nao ném qua bo doi dién dworc.

Merkin trdim ngam gidy lat, r6i néi ngay: “Po thir bén dwéi...”

Soares noi: “Anh muon tréo xudng vach d4, sau do lai tir bén dwdi bo 1én trén a?” Merkin khé
gat gat dau.

Max gi® may ra do, roi con kinh ngac gap bdi, dap 1oi: “Ong... dng chi, khong... khong do
duoc.”

“Ha?” Merkin giat 1dy cai may do, dich than thao tac lai mét lwot, qua nhién khéng c6 con s6
nao hién thi 1én man hinh, lién buc titc chtti moét tiéng: “Lam thé cho6 nao vay?”

Soares lac dau; “Khong c6 gi 1a la, bén dwéi ch6 nay qua nira la c6 hé théng nudc ngam, giong
nhw so6ng Nha Lo Tang Bo ay, cling chi c6 mot dong so6ng nhw thé ngay dém x6i xa, ma&i c6 the
mai dwgc mot khe ngam sau thé nay thoéi.”

Merkin phan ddi: “Cho du c6 hé thdng nuéc ngam thi tia laze van xuyén qua dwoc chit.”

Soares git dau: “Pung vay, nhung c6 nwéce thi sé cé bui nwéc, chi cin tAng bui nwéc da day
thi sé& cé thé hap thu va chiét xa tia laze giong nhu tang khi quyén, tin hiéu truyén vé qua yéu,
khong thé lam vat liéu man cdm véi anh sang trong thiét bi nay phan tng. Tot nhdt cr dung
mat trwec ti€p quan sat con hon, ban phao sang di.”

Lai mdt qua phdo sang nita ban thang xuéng dwéi, chi thdy ludng sang chdi loa bién thanh
mot diém sang nho trong man dém, sau d6 chim dan chim dan... cuoi cung thi bién mat khong
con tam tich. Soares hit mot hoi khi lanh, thét 1én: “Kha lam, it nhat ciing phai trén mét ngan
mét, hon nira cho du c6 xudng dwgc bén dudi, ching ta ciing khéng qua dwoc con séng dé dau,
xem ra cach nay ctia anh khong thuwc hién dwoc roi.”

Merkin van khong cam tAm noéi: “Po bén trén cho tao xem nao.”

Soares lac ddu: “V6 dung thdi, vira ndy khong phai t6i da ndéi roi hay sao, & ddy cach 16i vao
khe nit it nhat cling hon mét ngan mét, bén trén qua nira khong phai la dinh vom nhw quy tac
thong thwong, cau tao nhw vay can ban la khong theé treo lén duoc dau.”

Max do ra két qua roi néi: “Mot ngan hai tram ba lam mét, 6ng chu, ching ta khéng 1én noi
dau.”

Soares néi: “Bay gitr chi cé thé nghi cach truc ti€p néi lién hai bo viee lai thoi, c6 kha nang
nay khong nhi?”

RG rang biét dich dén da & ngay trwéc mat, vdy ma lai bi vuc sau hiém yéu ngin cach, qua
thurc 1a khién ngudi ta phai ndn nong buc boi. Merkin ciing khong gitt ndi tram tinh, cir gai dau
lién tuc, cudi cung bat ra mot tiéng: “Cé cach roi, c6 thé dung ong phong hoa tién ban day
thirng moéc cau hoac day thép sang bo d6i dién.”

Soares tirc khac phan déi: “Khong dwoc. Ching ta di xudng & ché cach di chi C6 Cach chirng
hai muoi kilomet, sau do la di thang mot mach theo huéng Dong Bac, bay gio e la dang ¢ do
sau moOt ngan mét bén dwdi di chi Co6 Cach roi, gay tiéng dong qua 1on, chi so sé kinh dong
nguoi & bén trén.”

Merkin néi: “Vay thi c6 thé st dung thiét bi phat xa lwc tir.”

Soares noi: “Nhung theo t6i dwoc biét, nhirng thiét bi 4y déu rat 1én, lam sao mang xudng tan
dwdi nay dwoc.”

Merkin dap: “Téi c6 thé kiém dwoc thiét bi ban day thirng xach tay, & My, nhitng nguoi 1am



dia chat thuwong xuyén st dung thw nay, gio Trung Quoc cling da c6 san pham cung loai. Lap
tic tré ra di, tol goi dién lién hé vadi dam ngudi 4y, mudn nhat 1a ngady mai l1a c6 thé cho may

bay ném do6 xudng khu vurc gan day roi.”

Soares b6 sung thém: “Con day thung dai ntra.” Y thoang nghi ngoi gidy lat, roi lai noéi: “Con
ca may mon do thi nghiém kia ntra.”

Merkin hoi nhéch mép cuwdi: “Cé thé dung dwoc réi sao? Vay thi...”



Thanh ho Nap Bac Thac

Ngay hom sau, moi nguoi 1a1 tu tdp ¢ phia Dong thon lang, lan nay c6 khac biét 13, ba 16 hanh
ly déu do nguoi trong bo toc Cong Bo ganh thay. Moi nguoi trong nhom c6 mot con ngua, dée
cwoi, song cho den gio, ai ndy van lo mo khong hiéu t6i qua rot cuoc da xay ra chuyén gl, chang
hiéu sao moi ngu qua mot dém, Trac Moc Cuong Ba da tré thanh Thanh str dai nhdn cua nguoi
Coéng BO ro6i. Co diéu c6 mot chuyen ho di lam ré duoc, noi bon ho mudn dén lan nay, ciing
chinh la Canh ctra Sinh menh duoc ghi chu trén ban do, 1a noi ngudi bo tdc Cong B0 hét strc
quen thudc, béi vi canh ctra ay chlnh 1a thanh dia ma bon ho doi doi canh giit bao vé. Tuwong
truyén, Canh ctra Sinh ménh 3y ndm & trung tdm mot cai ho, goi 1a ho Nap Bac Théc, ngoai
Thanh st dai nhanra, nhlrng nguoi khac déu khong thé t1en vao. Nguoi bo toc Cong B6 bao doi
nay déu nghiém can tuan thi quy tic do, doi ché Thanh st dai nhan xudt hién.

Sw phan biét dang cap nghiém ngdt ¢ day khién tat ca déu cam thay khong quen ! mat. Bon ho
khong thé cudi trén ngya, roi ho hét véi dam ngudi Cong B6 dang gitip minh vac ba 10 nhu
quat thao né 1é duwoc. Cudi cung danh phai thoa hiép, dé balo do dac lén lwng nguwa, chi cin mot
minh Na Tham dan dwong, cd doan bat dau tién vé phia Canh ctra Sinh ménh. Trén duong, moi
nguwoi déu rom ra hdi han Trac Moc Cwong Ba rot cudc da xdy ra chuyén gi. Thé nay thi ding 1a
da 1am kho cho ga, dirng noi la ban than ga khong hiéu gl, dén ca Na Tham ciling khong hiéu ro
ngon nganh, chi biét la ba vi tru'o'ng lao da tuyén bo véi ca lang rang, Trac Moc Cuong Ba chinh
1a Thanh st dai nhan ma bo toc Cong B6 bon ho doi cho dd may ngan nam nay, vay la Trac Moc
Cwong Ba lién tré thanh Thanh st dai nhan. Moi ngudi khong hoi duoc nguyén nhan déu 1y
lam that vong, song chi thodng sau dé lai nhao nhao héi nhu*ng van dé khac, Trwong Lap lau
tau héi: “Nap Bac Thac sao lai & chd nay nhi? T6i con nhé...

D «

Cau tra loi cua Na Tham la: “Nap Bac Thac Xwa nay van & chd nay, may ngan van nam trudrc,
nit than Ni La xinh dep ttr trén thién gidi...

Trwong Lap v6i xua tay néi: “Pwoc roi, dwoc roi, téi khong phai muén héi chuyén nay.”

Lat ma A La lén tiéng: “T6i biét cau mudn hoi gi r01 c6 phai muon hoi mét cai ho khac cling
c6 tén nay phai khong. Thycra, Nap Bac Thac von c6 nghla la cdiho & phia sau khu rtrng, pham
la ho hay bién & sau rung ram, bat ké 13 16n nhd ra sao, chung ta déu c6 thé goi la Nap Bac Thac.
Nhirng ho cung tén nhw vay, & khu vuc A Ly cling c6, Thanh Hai cling c6, Van Nam cling cé.”

Lt Canh Nam hoi: “Phai roi, nguoi trong lang bi sao vay? Luc nao ho cling lanh lung voi
nguoi noi khac dé&n nhw vay a?” T6i hém trude Trac Ma chi dap cho qua chuyén, Lit Canh Nam
van cdm thiy dap an d6 khong dwoc théa man cho lam.

Na Tham néi: “Pé 1a quy ci trong thon, ddi véi ngwdi noi khdc dén nhit dinh phai ho hitng
lanh lung, khong dwoc phép tuy tién nghénh don nhirng ké ngoai lai.”

Puong Man to mo hoi: “Vay u? Tai sao vay?”

Na Tham dap: “Thurc ra, chuyén nay da phai nhat di trong ky trc cua nh1eu nguoi roi, vi vay
moi nguoi cling khong biét tai sao phai nhw vay dau. Toi ting duoc nghe cac vi truong lao ké
Ve nguyén nhan cua sy viéc nay. Twong truyen hon tram nam vé trudc, thon lang cua ching
toi cling glong nhu nhung noi khac, nguoi trong lang déu hét strc nhiét tinh hiéu khach. Ciing
tai 1ang & noi xa x0i cach trd, hiém hoi lam méi c6 mot vi khach tir noi khac dén, khi 4 ay co lé
ching toi con nhiét tinh hon nhiing lang khac nira cling nén. Ro6i dén mot ngay, co6 mot quai
nhan téc vang mat xanh xuit hién. Diéu khién ngwoi ta kinh ngac la han ta noi tiéng Tang rat
Iwru loat, hoan toan c6 thé trao ddi vo1 nguoi trong thon. Moi nguoi déu chiéu dii hin rit nhiét
tinh, coi hin nhw anh em rudt thit cia minh vay, con quai nhan ay ciing ké cho dan lang nghe
rat nhieu chuyén & thé gi¢i bén ngoai. Vé sau, han lan la do hoi vé Canh ctra Sinh ménh...”

Soi cwong ngwa Trac Moc Cwong Ba dang keo bdng rung 1én, con ngua tirc khic dwng lai, tim
ga duong nhw cling giat danh thot mot cai. Chi nghe Na Tham lai cham rai keé tiép: Chung toi
ciing khong biét han ta nghe & dau tin tirc nay, nhung thoi dé6 dan phong thuan phac, moi



nguoi déu san long chia sé bi mat sau tham nhait trong 10ng minh v&i hdn, nén da ndi cho han
biét...”

Na Tham ngung lai mot chut dé ldy hoi. Nhac Dwong va Trac Méc Cudng Ba déu khong nén
duoc budt miéng thot 1én: “Veé sau dé thi nhw thé nao?”

Sac mdt Na Tham dwom vé bi thuong, bubn ba noi: “Vé sau, sau khi ké iy tir biét dan lang,
khong ngo da tu tién tim dén Nap Bac Théc, lai con thué rat nhleu cong nhan ganh do, dén khi
ngudi lang phat hién dwoc thi bon chiing da vao trong Canh ctra Sinh ménh roi.

Trac Moc Cuong Ba lanh toat ca nguoi, tham nhu: * 'Vdy la nhirng chd c6 thé di dwoc, déu da bi
nguoi khac di trudc mat roi. Hon mot tram nam trudec, Stanley! Nhat dinh la éng tal” Ga nhé&
lai canh twong ¢ dia cung Ah Puch, chi c6 twong da, co quan, cac birc bich 'hoa khéng 16, con dau
moi thir dang tién déu da bi cwdp pha sach, 18 ndo Ian nay di Canh cira Sinh ménh ciing lai gip
pha1 ket cuc nhuw thé hay sao7 Trong dau Trac Moc Cwong Ba vang 1én nhirng 101 Lit Canh Nam
tirng noéi, “Chau bau cda cai nhiéu nhw 16ng trau, dwoc ao at van chuyén vé nwéc Anh,” trong
long lai khong khoi ngdm ngim run ray.

Lat ma A La diém dam hdi: “Vay nguoi lang khong ngan dng ta lai a?”

Na Tham cui diu néi: “Canh ctra Sinh ménh la canh clra cAm cda nguoi Cong B ching toi,
toan b dan lang déu khong dwoc phép buédc vao.”

Latma A La gian dir gat 1én: “Ngu xuan, vay cac ngu'cn cu' m& mat tran tran ra nhin dam trom
cudp do6 di vao thanh dia to tién dé€ lai, giao cho cac ngwoi nhiém vy doi doi canh gitr ay hay
sao?” So v&i Trac Moc Cuong Ba, trong long ong lic nay lai cang lo au gap boi.

Na Tham cui dau khong dap. Giao sw Phlro'ng Tan khé thé dai néi: “Xem ra noi ching ta dang
dén, qua ntra lai la mot cai hang khong roéi.”

Lir CAinh Nam noéi: “P€ xem ro6i hiy noi.”

b6t nhién ngua khong chiu di tlep nira, cr thip giong hi 1én khe khé. Ru'ng phong du'crng nhuw
da hét, xa xa vong lai tiéng gam rti cta loai dong vat nao d6. Na Tham giai thich: “Phia trwéc cé
manh thu Iil ngwa da cam giac thay nguy hiém.”

L& Canh Nam lién phan chia: ‘ ‘Truong Lap, dai su, gido sw va Man Man, may ngudi & lai trong
ngua, ching toi di 1én trudc xem thé nao.

Nam nguoi tién vé phia trugc dwoc chung tram mét, thay 0 bia khu ring c6 mot hang dong
di vao long nui. Trén bai co bang phang rong ching nam chuc mét vudng ngoai ctra hang, co
mot nguoi dan dng dan toc Tang, tay cam chi€ec xién hai ludi, dang quan nhau véi mot con bao
16n. Na Tham vira thay, voi noi: “Na Nhat day, toi qua giup cht 4 dy mot tay da.” Dt 1o lién vay
tay chao Na Nhat, ctt thé tay khong lao thing vao tran chién.

Nhac Dwong kéu 1én: “Cha? C6 phai bao hoa khong nhi?”

Na Tham x6ng vao con bao hoa. Con bao da quan nhau v&i Na Nhat hoéi lau, glang co dén dw
khong phdn cao thap, dot nhién lai thiy ké la mat khac xuat hién, lién gam 1én mot ti€éng véi Na
Tham, roi lao bé téi. Na Tham khong bubn tranh né, dim thang vao gitra tran con bao hoa
dang nhao téi mot ci manh nhw bia bé, khong ngo hat nguoc ca con vat veé phia sau. Con bao
lin tron dwéi dat mdy vong, biét ké mé&i dén nay rat loi hai, hen xo0ay nguoi dinh chay vao hang
dong, song lai thay Na Nhat cim chlec xién sit chan truwdc clra hang nhuw mot pho Kim Cwong
gitr cra. Na Nhat néi: “Con bao nay giao quyét 13m, I4n trudc suyt chut nira thi bat dwoc né roi,
két qua van dé né chay mat T6i qua cha & day canh truéc cira hang tron moét dém méoi dm
dwoc nd ra ngoai kiém moi day.”

Na Tham cuoi cwoi: “Cha Na th;t than thd hinh nhw hoi chdm lai thi phai, doi phé c6 mot
con bao nay can gi tén thoi gian thé.”

Na Nhat t6 vé khéng phuc: “Néu khong phai so lam héng mat b da, thi chi giét né tir 1au roi,



can gi phai lau la mat thoi gio.”
Na Tham néi: “Nhin chau diy nay, ddm bao khéng lam rung cd mot soi 16ng.” Dt 1o lién lao
b6 téi chd con bao hoa.

Nhac Dwong hoi: “Dong vat dwoc nha nuwdc x€p hang bao vé cip hai diy, ching ta c6 nén
ngan ho lai khong nhi?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba nhin hai nguoi ac diu v&i bao hoa, trong 1ong dang trao cam khai: nguoi
dan 6ng manh mé so sttc so tai voi da thad, khudt phuc da thy, an & rirng, song & rung, giao hoa
véi tw nhién biét bao. Pang tiéc thay, tir khi c6 sing 6ng, tat ca déu da thay doi.

Luc nay Na Tham da nhao toi trudc mdt con bao hoa. Bao hoa khé run minh, lach qua hang
Na Thim. Anh ta lién 16n meo mot vong, lai d6i dién v&i con bao, hai tay hoi dang ra, nam ngon
tay cong lai, cudi cudri néi: “Ha ha, Ian nay xem may chay di dau!”

Pham vi chuyén dong cua con bao bi Na Tham va Na Nhat ép vao goc hep bén duéi vach nui,
né giam manh xuéng dat, dudi dwng ding 1én, gdm gir may t1eng Na Tham chang hé rung
dong, cir ting budc, tung budc don t&i. Con bao hoa bong nhién chom téi, nhdy Ién tam ngang
nguoi, nhe hang rang nhon hoit ra can vao c6 Na Tham. Na Tham khong hé hoang loan, con
tan thwdng mot cau “hay 1dm”, dot nhién c6 anh léch han sang mot bén, né 'khoi nanh vuot con
manh thu, tay phai vuon ra, su dung mot chiéu Om _trang hai sao, kep co con bao vao dudi
canh tay, thuan theo thé lao ciia nd, nga 16n nhao xuong dat, lan lon may vong, cudi cung ciing
de duoc no xuong dudi, chi nghe anh ta vui vé noi: “Ngoan ngoan nao, lan nay thi dung hong
thoat nita nhé.” Ké dé litn dung hai tay khoa chat ham con thu lai, twéng chirng nhw sap bé gay
c6 n6 dén noi.

“Doi chut da!” Trac Moc Cuwong Ba kéu lon chay té1, Na Tham ct nhin ga cham cham, cudi
cung phai giai thich mai, anh ta moi hiéu 1a phai tha con béo nay ra. Nhung Na Tham Van
khong hiéu noi, day la vat sdn loai thuong hdo hang, chii Na Nhat ctia anh ta rinh mat may ngay
troi maéi bat dll’O’C thit an thi ngon, bo da con doi dwoc nhiéu tién, c& sao phai tha né di ch&?
Anh ta té y day la vat san cia Na Nhat, khong thé mot minh lam chi duoc.

Trac Moc Cuong Ba va Na Nhat thao ludan mot hoi 1au, cudi cung dung mot chiéc dén pin 4nh
sang manh déi lay tinh mang con bao hoa Na Nhat cam th san pham ky thuat cao ay trong
tay, hoan hi la thuong, con bao kia sau nay van bit lai dwoc, con thir do tot ¢ thé phat ra anh
sang nay, e rang c6 dao dat mudi ndm tdm niam ciing chuwa chic d4 kifm ndi mat.

Na Nhat da vui vé tré vé, mot tran phong ba nho cung coi nhw da dep yén, moi nguo1i lai tiép
tuc di vé phia trudc. Trac Moc Cuwong Ba tan thwdng: “Than thi ctia Na Tham kha that, chic la
tho sian s6 mot trong lang phai khong.”

Na Tham thoang d6 mat, ngac ngtr mot luc lauy, cubi cung van lac dau noi: “Khong, tho san
gioi nhat trong lang 1a Pa Cat, t6i chi 1a thit hai. Pa Cat Diét Bat, anh 4y méi la mot tay tho sian
troi sinh.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba nhé lai t6i qua Thir Cat timg hét l1én: “Anh Da Cat s& bao thu cho t6i,”
trong 10ng tham nht anh chang ba Cat nay chac han phdai vam v cwong trang lam, sao lai tén
1a Pa Cat biét Bat duoc nhi, lién néi: “Cha, Pa Cat ha? Hinh nhw chiing t6i chua gip anh Ay thi
phai.”

Na Tham dap: “A, phai r01 noi ra moi nho, bén hom truwdc Pa Cat dan mot vi Thanh s khac
dén Canh ctra Sinh ménh roéi, tir hom ay da vé dau.”

“Ha?” Trac Moc Cwong Ba giat ban minh kinh ngac, voi hoi: “Cau noi ci gi? Mot vi... Thanh st
dai nhan khac?”

Na Tham gat dau: * ‘Vang, t61 khong thich cai vi Thanh st dai nhan do, vi 6ng ta giong hét nhuw
ké ma cac vi trwdng ldo van ké, téc vang, mat xanh, mi 16.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba 16 vé hodng so nguwdc nhin ra phia sau, moi nguoi déu 16 ra cadm xdc



tuwong tu. Ben, doi thu 16m nhat ctia bon ho da dén Canh ctra Sinh ménh truéc d6 nhitng bon
ngay, nhom cua ho lai mot lan nira bi bé lai phia sau. Na Tham thay than sic may nguoi co ve
khong ¢ 6n, voi vang giai thich: “T6i khong cé y nghi gi bat kinh véi Thanh st dai nhan ¢, chi la...
chila..”

Trac M6c Cwong Ba voi hoi: “Bon ho ¢6 bao nhiéu nguei? Pa di tir b6n hom trwérc ha?”

Na Tham dap: “Vang, ngwoi va trang bi cua bon ho nhiéu hon cac ngai nhiéu, chac khoang hai
ba chuc nguoi gi day, xuat phat tir gior Chudt bon hdm truée. Sao vay ha, Thanh st dai nhan
ngai khong biét c6 mét vi Thanh st khac ciing dén u?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba thiy da dau ngira ran, néu noi mot tram ndm trudc nguwoi kia chua phat
hién, cling chwa lay dugc thir gi di, nhung nhom cua Ben cling da t&i do roi, hai ba chuc nguoi
va cac trang thiét bi hién dai nhat, vay thi con lai thir gi nita ch&? Gio day didu ma ga ky vong
nhat, nguoc lai chinh 13 bon ngudi cla Ben ciing nhw gd, khong phat hién dwoc diéu gi trong
Canh ctra Sinh ménh kia.

“Con... con di nira khong? Ching ta c6 can di téi dé nita khong? Gido quan?” Nhac Duong cat
tiéng héi. Tat cd nhirng ngudi con lai déu tap trung vao Litr Canh Nam v&i dnh mat do hoi. Co
lién héi Na Tham xem dudng con bao xa. Na Tham chi vé phia xa dap: “Qua ngon nti nay 1a téi

M o))

rol.

Lir Canh Nam nghlen rang dap: “bi, du thé nao ciing phai qua xem sao, hy vong co6 thé tim
dworc chat dau méi gi d6. Bon ching khong dam mang theo vii khi, cong nhién ngoi cac phu'crng
tién giao thong trén khong, khong thé di nhanh qua dwoc, chiing ta van c6 thé dudi dwoc.”

Ctr nght dén lan nay lai dén mot noi da bi can quét hai lan, khong con thit g, moi ngudi bat
dau mom ndm miéng mudi ban luin x6n xao.

Moi ngwdi van dang tro chuyén, Na ThAm da dirtng buéc néi: “Pén noi roi.”

Nhom Trac Moc Cuwong Ba ngudc nhin khap ndi xanh ngat mau cay 14, khong hiéu Na Tham
n01 1a da dén dau roi, chi thay anh ta sai chan budc 1én dinh doc, doan néi: “Nap Bac Thac, Canh
ctra Sinh ménh, chinh 13 & chd nay.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba lién theo Na Tham treo 1én dinh d6c, vach tan ‘cay va bui cora, phia truoc
lién hién 1én mot quang xanh biéc, lan nuéc trong vat ldn tan gon song, con gio hd théi téi mat
ruoi. Hai madt nai hai bén tua nhtr mot chiéc thuyen dong day nudrc sach, Nap Bac Thac, ho
nwéc nho 4n sau rirng cay nay hinh dang twa mot con mat, hodc c6 thé coi 1a hinh thoi | cling
dwoc, nwdc ho xanh ngat nhuw ngoc phi thuy. Gitta ho c6 hai hon ddo mot 1én mot nho, cay cOi
chang chit, twa nhw hai trong mat vay, bén trén It chim riu rit chao liéng, lai cang khién vé dep
ctia ho nwérc xanh ngin ngit ting thém may phan.

“A, dep qua!” Pwong Man ngac nhién thot 1én.

Khi gi6 dung song lang, toan bd mat ho twa nhwr mot chiéc - guong lam tur ngoc bich, sac xanh
mon mén, khién nguoi ta khong sao nén ndi tiéng thé dai cdm than truwéc vé dep cua sidc mau
4dy. Chang ro nwdc hd sau bao nhiéu, nhung thoat nhin da thay tan day, dém dwoc ca lii ca dang
ling lo boti, lac dong lac tinh, lac lai giwong vdy 1én hoan vi; khi gi6 thoi t&i, mat ho bong nhw
duoc thoi sinh ménh vao, glong mot thiéu nir dang hat vat 4o xanh biéc 1én nhay mua, buoéc
chan nhe nhang w6t trén mit song, khoi mu toa lan, van vit quanh h6é nwéc va ndi non, lam
khung canh tré nén nhw do nhw mong Nhom ngwm cua Trac Moc Cucrng Ba da phén déu da di

Ctru Trai cautd, cling biét nwéc & noi d6 thé nao, ciing biét dén thir mau sac lung linh dén do
kho thé hinh dung & noi diy, mau ngoc bich cta cai ho nay cling gidng nhuw nwéc & Cu'u Trai
cau vay, nhung ho ¢ Ctru Trai cau khong 1on bang, khong co hon bang, khong cé cai vé linh
dong va thanh khiét nhu noi day Buorc lai gan h6, moi nguoi gan nhw nin tho, phang phat nhw
thé thong qua mat ho6 nay ma nhin thay tién thé kim sinh, Canh ctra Sinh ménh, c6 thé cho con
nguwoi ta mot cudc song mai.

Lat ma A La tuyén niém Phat hiéu, ngdi xuéng nhap dinh. Moi nguwoi khac ciing déu chim



dam trong khung canh tuyét m§, quén hét moi vinh nhuc & doi. Bau khong xanh mau ngoc bich
& trén, ho nwéc nhu phi thiy bén dudi, thi thoang lai cé bay chim bay vut qua, hinh bong phan
chiéu xuong mat nudéc, hoa voi lan may tim trén troi cao, tat cd déu that tw nhién, trong long
moi nguoi déu khong khoi dang trao 1én dong cam xuc dung la phai nhu thé”, May nwoc ménh
mang bién hda phtrc tap, nhin ngam sao ciing khong thay dud, chang nhitng chi d6i mat, ma ca
than thé moi ngudi cling déu dwoc han thuwdng vé dep cla thién nhién, linh hon nhw tam trong
sw yén binh tinh lang.

Nhac Dwong khé hoi Na Thadm: “Canh ctva Sinh ménh & dau thé?”
Na Tham chi vao hon dao 1én hon & gitra ho: “O' @6 chinh 1a Canh ctra Sinh ménh.”

Trwong Lip noi: “Hon ddo 4y nhin khong 16n 1am thi phai, ding khong? Tai sao lai goi la
Canh ctra Sinh ménh?”

Na Tham dap: “Chuyén nay... nghe cac vi trudng lao ndi, cho chung toi &, 1a hdéa than cua
Thang Phat Mau, dong B6 Tang Bo6 chinh la mot chan cua Thang Phat Mau, chiing ta men theo
dui di doc1én, vi the & day chinh 1a Canh ctra Sinh ménh.”

Gido sw Phwong Tan néi: “Thang Phat Mau? La that, cai tén nay nghe quen qud, ciu c6 biét
khong?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba lic lic dau. Mic du nha ga la thé gia Phat glao ‘nhung nhirng chuyén
trong Phat dlen ga biét rat it. Lat ma A La mé& mat ra, cham rdi néi: “Thang Phat Mau, chinh 1a
chi Minh phi ctia Thing Lac Phét, con goi 1a Pa Cat Bac Mau, cing chinh la Kim Cuong Hach
Mau. Kim Cuwong Hach MAu doi mi Ngii Kho Lau, c6 ba mat, biéu thi nguoi co thé quan sat
dwoc Tam thé, qua khtt, hién tai va twong lai. Ngoai chinh dién, bén canh con thém mot dau
hinh dau lon nita, dai biéu tri tué song thanh. Trén c6 Phat Mau deo chudi niém chau lam tir
nam muoi cai dau lau nguoi, dai biéu cho toan bo kinh dién ctia Phat giao. Tu luyen Hach Mau
phap c6 thé twong ing véi Thiong su, doan tuyét phlen nio, s& tri, kh&i phat tri tué, tu dén

dang cdp Chuyét Hoa(—] s€ luyén duoc than bat tt, gidng yeu phuc ma, uy chidn Thip phap gidi,
hiéu dwoc Phap moén doc nhat vo6 nhi, thang sinh thoat tir.”

Gido sw Phuwong Tan v0 tay lén tran, noi: “T6i nh¢ ra roi, cé mot chuyén thé nay. Trong
truyén thuyet toan canh Mac Thoat thoi co dai, néu dya theo thé nui hinh nai thi vira hay tao
thanh mot birc ngoa do (tranh nam) cia nir than Da Cat Bac Mau. N6i nhu vay, vi tri clia ching
ta luc nay chinh la o gitra hai dui clia nit than, Canh ctra Sinh ménh, cha, day qua nhién ding la
Canh ctra Sinh ménh con gi!”

Gitra hai dui nir than? Pén gio Trac Mdoc Cuong Ba moi hiéu, nhin lai h6 Nap Bac Thac, qua
nhién, bé ngoai hinh thoi va hai hon dao mot lon mot nhé gitra ho vira hay hinh thanh nén mot
cai ngoai sinh thuc khi khong 16 cia phu nit, CAnh ctra Sinh ménh, thi ra chinh 1a noi sinh ménh
duwoc sinh ra.

L& CAnh Nam thoang dé mat, thip giong Iam bam: “Khdng ngo lai lién twdng dén chuyén iy,
nhitng ngwoi nay that la...”

Latma A Labinh tinh thong dong noi: “Twr khi y thitc ciia nhan loai manh nha xuat hién, da cé
sy sung bai rat manh d6i véi sinh thwe roéi, sinh ménh tir khi thai nghen toi lac sinh ra, khong
nghi ngo gi nita, day 13 sw viéc than bi nhat va cling than thanh nhat. Sinh s6i ndy né, c6 nghia
la chung toc co thé tié€p dién kéo dai, trong mat ¢4 nhan, khéng con gi quan trong hon sy viéc
nay ca. Hcrn nita, hop thé giao hoan, nam nir giao ciu, chang nhirng mang dén niém sung suwéng
vé mdt cdm quan, ma dong thoi con  thang hoa tinh tuy, khlen con nguoi hwong dén than Phat,
tam tri linh dai gitr dwoc thw thai. Pay chang phai chuyén cam ky gl ma khong thé ban luan to1,
ma noi sinh ménh dwoc sinh ra, cling chang phai cho 6 ué gl hét, ttr ¢6 t&i kim, van cé vo sé tao
nhan mac khach viét tho vé tranh tan tung, goi no la Canh ctra Sinh meénh...



Hoang phé

Na Tham noi: "“Puoc roi, toi chi co the dwa céc vi t&i diy, con duong ti€p sau day, phai dua
vao Thanh s dai nhan tw tim kiém roi.”

May nguoi bon Trac Moc Cuong Ba chdt cay dong be, ng01 thuyén di t&i Canh ctra Sinh ménh.
Chéo bé trén séng biéc lan tin, tw nhién 1a cam giac hét strc dac biét.

Na Tham tir chéi 101 moi nhiét tinh cua bon Trac Moc Cuong Ba, kién quyet khong ddt chan
mot budc vao Canh cira Sinh ménh. Anh ta noi voi Trac Mdoc Cuong Ba: “Tir rat lau truéc day
Pa Cat da lén ddo xem mot lan. Lan nay qua nira la anh ta da di theo vi Thanh st dai nhan kia
1én dao roi. Néu cac vi gip anh ta, xin hay bao anh ta vé lang nhanh Ién, hay néi la Ca Ca rat nhé
anh ta.”

Trén be, nhin béng cila Na Tham xa dan xa dan, Truwong Lap néi: “Tén ctia Cong Bo tdc nay
sao toi cir cAm thiy quen quen iy nhi.”

Lat ma A La néi: “Cong B6 1a mot trong nhitng noi phat nguyén ctia Ban gido, khong hiéu bén
trong c6 quan hé gi khong.”

“Dén noi roi.” Trac Moc Cudong Ba va Ba Tang dua ddy chiéc mai chéo don gidn, cho thuyén
di mot vong quanh hon dao cé Canh ctra Sinh ménh, song ciing khong phat hién ra noi nao co
thé cip bo, cach duy nhit chinh la bam vao vach da ma tréo 1én. Moi nguoi tha neo be lai, r01
lan lwot treo 1én vach da, gior day nhitng vach da doc ding chin mwoi do nay doi véi ho ma noi
chang khac gi mat dat bang phang c3, chi thoang cai cd nhém nguwoi di 1én trén dinh vach da
ctia hon dao nho.

Tréo 1én vach da, phong mat nhin quanh bén phia, chi thdy co thu choc troi, chim hét liu lo,
hwong hoa thom ngat, vira nay la ding ngoai xem tranh, gio day da o trong tranh nhin ra phla
ngoai, lai la mot phong canh khac khién ngwoi ta phai chim dim say mé. Song ho ldn tan, chim
bay ca 16i tw nhién 13 khéng can nhic dén, khi & trén dinh vach da, phong tAm mat nhin ra xa,
chi thay bén phia nti non trung trung dlep diép trai dai, xanh biéc am u, kéo ra vo tan. Cang
khién nguoi ta phai xuc dong hon nira la, dinh nui phu tuyét phia xa xa nho 1én nhon hoit, non
cao dAm thang vao gitra 1an may, twa ho ngon dao sang bong chi thang 1én bau troi, lam ai nay
déu sinh long kinh phuc. That dung 1a: Nti xa xanh ngat lién mot dai, dinh tuyét trang x6a anh
dwong hong Truong Lap kich dong thot 1én: “P6... d6 c¢6 phai 1a nii Nam Ca Ba Ngda khong?
Ching ta c6 thé trong thay ndi Nam Ca Ba Ngoa khong nhi?”

Lat ma A La nheo nheo mét nhin: “U'm, khong chac 1dm, cling c6 thé 1a nui tuyét Lap Gia Bach
Liiy, c6 diéu nhin tir phia nay, hinh nhw giéng dinh Nam Ca Ba Ngoa hon.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba dot nhién chi tay vé phia dinh nai tuyét xa tit tip kéu 1én: “May co! May

co kial”

Lat ma A La lap ttc chap tay tung niém, lam bam cau phic truéc canh twong thién nhién
hiém thay nay. Chi thdy mot doa may trang mém mai nhw nhim bong bay qua dinh nui tuyet
bi dinh nui chan lai, nhu'ng van kién cuong tiép tuc hanh trinh cda minh, da bi dinh ndi tuyet
kéo thanh mot 14 co trang mudt khong 10, lai twa h6 nhw mét vi nit than thanh khiét dang gio
cao tam vai sa mau trang phap phoi trong gio, canh twong hing trang phi thuong. O dat Tang
c6 mot truyén thuyeét the nay, thay co may cling nhw thay hao quang cua Phat, hay Hai thi than
1au, déu la diém dai cat, dai phuc, trong d6 noi tiéng nhat 1a co may trén dinh Chomolungma,
khi thé vori voi, qua 1a tdc pham tuyét thé clia dang tao hoa vay.

Nhac Dwong noéi: “Hay lam, xem ra 6ng troi cling chic ching ta ky khai dac thac do!”
L{r CAnh Nam cling nhoén miéng cu¢i, phat Iénh: “Lén dwong thoi.”

Peo trén lung nhitng chiéc ba 16 to tudng, doan nguoi di mot vong quanh hon dao. Hon dao
nay khong lén 1dm, ding trén vach da 1a cé thé quan sat dwoc toan canh, khip noi dau dau



cling thay c6 thu um tum, song cling chua phat hién duoc dlem gl dac biét, cling khong c6 con
trinh kién tric nhan tao nao lon ca. Giao sw Phu’crng Tan va lat ma A La du cho rang co lé co
cac kién truc kiéu nhuw hang dong ngam, an khudt dwdi tan cay, cic khé phat hién. Lit Canh
Nam lénh cho moi ngudi tan ra tim ki€m, chi mot 1at sau, Nhac Dwong va Truwong Lap da phat
hién 16i vao hang dong.

Luc Trac Moc Cwong Ba chay toi, chi thdy dudi géc cy c6 mot vat thé bang da dugc mai
nhan, dai ba mét rong hai meét, mac du da bi pha hoai, song van 1o mo nhdn ra duoc duong
ranh hinh vom cé mai cong. Trac Moc Cuong Ba hit sdu mot hoi khong khi, néi: “Huyét tri!”

Lat ma A La gat dau néi: “U'm, chi 1a da khéng dung dwoc nita roi.”

O’ ngay bén canh huyét tri, mit dit nhw tAm vai bi chuot gdm, toac ra mot ho lcm bén trong
to6i den nhu muc khong thay gl het Giao Sw Phuwong Tan quan sat cita hang, néi: “Miéng hé nay
bung ra ngoai, chic 1a do thudc nd gay ra.”

Lt CAnh Nam m¢& ba 16, 14y ra cac thir dung cu, dong thoi noéi: “Ching ta xuéng dudi dé xem

»

Sao.

Mi phat sang da bat, may bo dam cta moi nguoi déu mé, vii khi glat & thit lung, dung cu
cam trén tay. Sau khi Trac Moéc Cudong Ba nhay xuong ho, dal khai cling nhin ré duoc cau tao
cua hang dong nay. bay la mot duong ham doc xudng dU’O’l vach twong déu 6p nhitng phién da
dai chung mot mét, cao rong déu khoang ba mwoi centimet ghép thanh, dwong ham cao
khoang hai met, rong mot met, déc chung ba mwoi d9, sau khong thay day bi duoc ching
tram budc, phia truoc lién ngoat mot goc chin muoi do tiép tuc tién lén, ct moi mot tram
bwdc lai c6 mot goc ngoat chin mwoi do, xem ra ca dwcmg ham nay co lé chay xuong 10ng dat
theo hinh ‘xoay Oc. Ctr vay cang di cang xuong sau hon, sau khoang bdy tam lan ré ‘hgoat, cudi
cung ho cting di hét dwoc dwong ham, thé nhung canh twong triwrdc mat, lai khién tit ca déu soi
trao phan no.

Puwong hAm da tréd nén bang phang, hon nita con dot ngot rong lon hon nhiéu, cé 1€ la do
khoét long nui tao thanh, cao chirng bon téi nam met, rong bén mét, nhin duong ham déc dai
nhu vdy va hang ngam 16n bén trong long nui nay, la co thé tuong twgng duoc cong trinh khi 3 ay
quy mo dén nhwong nao, sau khi hoan thanh, can him ngam nay at han phai hét strc m§ 1é
duong hoang, hung vi ruc ro. Thé nhung, gio day, nhirng gi dap vao mat bon Trac Moc Cuong
Ba, lai 1a v sb nhirng vét duc khoét chang chit, 16i thoi nhéch nhac, dwédi dat toan 1a nhing
manh st vér vun, ca bon bikc tworng déu bong troc nhw da ngudi dan thudc cao bi mung mu, dau
dau ciing thay vét khéi den kit do bi Itra hun.

Gido sw Phwong Tan ro tay 1én bon birc vach, trén twong con d€ lai nhin vét cat thang thém
gon gang, 1op da voi gan nhitng vét cat nay day chung ba centimet, c6 thé twdng twong duorc,
trudc day bon birc twong nay déu duoc quét voi trat vira, roi vé 1én nhitng btrc bich hoa tuyét
my. Sau khi bon trom phat hién ra, 11en vach 1én nhirng dwcrng phan cach trén bich hoa, sau do
dung dao cit thanh ting mang mot, roi ap gidy da trau lén, dan keo siéu dinh, béc cad mang
twong co bich hoa xu6ng mang di.

May nguoi Trac Moc Cuwong Ba giam chan lén nén san nhw lat da cudi cia can ham, nhat
nhirng manh st vun, phu1 di bui dat va mudi than bam bén trén, manh st lién 10 ra nhwng hoa
van ruc ré, tir dd cong clia manh vé cé thé suy doan, lic con hoan chinh, nhitng do sirnay chic
1a rat 16m. Trac Moc Cwong Ba ngwdrc mat nhin quanh khap chén, gior day, cho nay chang khac gl
mot cdn nha cii sau con hda hoan, ga bong nhé dén trudng hcrp cua vueon Vien Minh, thir gi
mang di dugc thi bi mang di, khong mang di dwoc thi dap pha cho tan tanh, dap pha xong lai
cho thém moi lira, ngoai mudi than ra, khong con gi dé lai cho nhiing nguoi doi doi canh git
nhirng thr d6 nita ca. T veét tich cla nhu'ng manh v& con sot lai ¢ the suy doan, noi nay it
nhat ciing da bi pha huy gan mot trdm nam roi, gior chi con lai vai manh vun va bon birc twong
trong khong, dang Am tham ké lai cau chuyén ctia ching ma théi.

“Chau bau nhiéu nhw 16ng triu Un un vin chuyén vé Anh qudc...” Ngon tay Trac Méc Cuong



Ba run lén ban bat, chi mudn tim tht gi d6 ddm mot tran cho xa con tikc trong 1ong. Nha tham
hiém 16, xem ra ‘nha tham hiém 16 cling chdng hé dang cho nguwoi ta ton kinh chut nao.

“B6p bop!” Ch1 nghe Lir Cinh Nam vo tay hai t1eng, thu hut sw chd y cia moi nguoi vé phia
minh, doan néi: “Pi théi, ti€p tuc tién vé ' phia trudrc, ching ta khong c6 thoi glan ¢ day tuwong
nhé qua khit dau, phai xem xem c6 noi nao nguoi khac chua phat hién hay khong.”

Nhac Dwong thip giong lAm bam: “Thanh ra thé nay roéi, thi con lai dwoc gi niva chir.”

Dai dién da khong con nira, khap noi do nat tan hoang, budc di gitra dong hoang phé iy, tAim
trang moi ngwoi cang thém triu xu6éng. Rat nhiéu noi cé xwong nguoi rai rac, nhirng nguoi
chét nay déu la lao cong nguoi Trung Quoc, vi bi cwdng ép x6ng vao co quan ma mat mang,
dong thoi bén canh qua niva l1a c6 mot dong da vun, may lu6i dao hinh trang khuyet hoac dinh
sat. Chic 1a sau khi nhiing lao cong Trung Quoc di trwde do duong bi co quan glet chét, bon
trom da dung | thuéc no pha co quan nén moi gay ra nhirng ton hai nhw vay, mot so canh cira
16n bang da ciing bi nd thanh dong d4 vun, cang di vao trong, lai cang cé nhiéu xwong ngudi
chét.

Nhac Dwong noéi: “T6i nghi, cho nay da bi hiy hoai tan hoang thé nay r6i, ma dam nguwoi ctia
tén Ben kia ciing da di qua, chdc l1a khong cén co quan gi nita dau nhi?”

Trwong Lap than van: “Dung la khéng sao chiu noi, lan nao ciing bi ngwoi ta bé lai sau lung.”

Nhac Duong tho dai: “Pam ngwdoi bo toc Cong B0 dé ciing that 13, chang hiéu c6 phai ho gap
ai & noi khac dén cling cho la Thanh cai gi st khong nira.

Trwong Lap néi: “Khong phai dau, néu thé tai sao ciu khong dwoc lam Thanh s ha?”

Lat ma A La néi: “Chic 1a c6 nguyén nhan gi do, nhlrng bon ho dwa vao diéu kién gi dé doan
dinh Thanh st thi chiing ta khong thé nao biét duoc

Gido sw Phwong Tan lac dau: “Gio khong phai lic thao luan van dé nay. Cho nay da bién thanh
mot dong dé nat, nhung cac sanh cac dién da gan nhu tan hoang nay van rat c0 quy mo, nhanh
ré lai nhiéu, e 1d mot ch6c mot nhat ciing khé ma di hét dwoc, chiing ta c6 can kiém tra tiép
khong nhi?”

L& Canh Nam khé nghién rang, noi: “Néu da thé, vay thi hai nguwdi mot to, chia nhau kiém tra
dong tan hoang dwéi long dat nay di, bat may bo dam lén, chinh tin s6 16. 135, luc nao ciing
phai gitrlién lac.”

Trwong Lap va Nhac Dwong lap tic thot Ién: “Ching t6i la mot t6.”

Lat ma A La va gido sw Phwong Tan nhin nhau mim cwoi, néi: “Vay thi hai ching tdi mot t3.”
Trac Moc Cudng Ba gianh noéi trwdc: “Toi... tdi mudn chung té véi Man Man.”

Lit Canh Nam git dau: “Pworc roi, téi va Ba Tang mdot td. Moi ngwdi chia nhau hanh dong di.”

Trén dwong di, Trac Moc Cuong Ba cang nhin lai cang thay phan nd. bay ma la nha tham
h1em 16 cai noi gi chi? Con chang bang ca hanh vi cia It trom li cudp, cwop con co dao cua
cwop, con nhitng gi & trudc mit ga day, gan nhw di 1a bi tham nhat tran gian nay roi. Trac Moc
Cwong Ba nham mat lai, twa hé nhw da nhin thiy vuong triéu phong kién dang lung lay muon
sup do gitta con mua bio Kia, cac cuong quéc thi nhau tranh ba, dan ching kho s& lam than; da
bao nguoi vi mot bat com dn, ma phai ban ve ban con, sinh ra gitra thoi loan thé, mang nguoi
khong bang c6 rac; ké dén day dao b&i bau vat nam 4y, chi e cing chdng bd bao nhidu tién dé
thué ca dam ngwoi nay dau. Phai tra gia bang chinh mang song cua minh, mang nhing thi to
tién dé lai tang cho ké khac, bi sai khién nhw no 1€, chi vi mét chut tién nho nhoi ma khom lung
cui dau, day 12 ndi x6t xa & tan siu tham linh hon Trac Moc Cwdng Ba ndm chit hai ban tay lai,
tham the véi ban than minh: “Bat ké 1a thé nao, tuyét doi khong thé dé chuyen twong tw thé
nay xay ra nita! Ben! Cho du cac nguoi muon gl, chi cin 1a thir ma t6 tién nguoi Trung Quoc dé
lai trén 1anh th6 Trung Quéc, cho du la mot cay kim, ta cling khong cho phép cic ngwoi mang



di'"

Hai nguoi di chung ba tiéng dong ho trong dong do nat dudi long dat. Van khong ngung di
sdu xudng dudi, vé huy hoang nam xwa cua kién tric ngam cang lic cang khién nguoi ta
ngudéng mo say mé, con nhirng gi trudc mat, ciing cang lic cang khién nguoi thiy xo6t xa tiéc
nuéi. Doc dwong c6 mot chd vong vai day nhlrng 1a thép vun quan queo, xung quanh co gan
ba muoi b xwong nguoi. Co thé thay khi di qua dao tran & ddy, nha tham hiém kia da dung
mau thit cia dam lao c6ng m& ra mot con duong tién t&i. Con c6 mot chd doc, duwdi nén rai rac
xuong vo, déu 1a xwong cta nhitng ké xiu sé bi da dé, khong nger da phu 1én thanh mot ting
day trén con déc.

Trac Moc Cuong Ba khong ngung lac dau, tam trang het strc kich dong phan no. Pén ca
buong Man ciing khong sao nén noi, cit tiéng mang chiti: “That ding 13, qua dang qua, ding la
vO nhan tinh!”

Cudi cung, hai nguoi ding lai trong mot gian dai sanh thoat nhin nhu c6 thé sip xudng bat
ct luc nao. Xét vé so lwong xwong cot, thi & day Ia nhiéu nhit, tdm chin mwoi bo xwong chat
ngon ngdén mot dong 1én nhau, tw thé moi bd mot Khac, co nhu'ng b6 xwong tay con mac vao
nhau, tra nhu 13 4u da dén chét vay. O gbc Dong Bacglan dai sanh, chong chiat mot dong vai
sanh vai st v nat. Hiém cé nhat la, trong déng dé van con mot hai chiéc vai gitt dwoc hoan
chinh, miéng vai dwong nhw vira méi m¢ chua lau, c6 mot chiéc 1an sang bén canh, dich thé
khong mau khong mui bén trong chay ra lan thanh mét mang dwéi san. Birc tuong ph1a truéc
dong xwong c6t va dai sanh khac biét rd rét, hinh nhw van chua bi dong toi. Duong Man noéi:

“Cé Ié chd nay c6 co quan gi d6 ghé gém 1am, kiém tra ki mot chidt roi hay di tiép.”

Dua vao truec giac, Trac Moc Cuong Ba di thang t&i dong vai. buong Man cling mudn di theo
ga xem thir thé ndo, song lai thiy hoi s& so, bén ditt khoat dirng lai tim kiém & khu vuc giita dai
sanh.

Trac Moc Cwong Ba di toi goc chat day vai sanh vai st phia Dbong Bac gian dai sanh, chi thiy
dam vai gom st v& nat it nhat cling phai t&i vai trdm chiéc, hau hét da bi dap cho v& tan tanh,
chi con lai mot hai cai _nguyén ven. Dich thé trong chiéc vai gom d6 dwdi dat kia van chua chay
het ro rang la vira mé&i bi mé ra khong lau. Trac Mdc Cu'ong Ba doan chic la do nhém nguoi
ctia Ben mé&. Bén canh chiéc vai c6 mot vat nhw cuc thit mau trang, da bat dau bc mui tanh
tanh, Trac Moc Cu*ong Ba budrc lai gan nhin k§ hon, cuc thit trang toat 4y chang ra hinh thu gi
ca, nhung c6 [& con nguyén ven, hoi giong con cho so sinh to bang ndm tay. Trac Moc Cuwong Ba
ngh1 ngoi gidy 1at, roi 6m mot vai str con nguyén ven lén lac thiv, bén trong vang 1én tiéng uc uc,
ga nhin ch6 niém phong trén miéng vai, nguoi xwa da dung nap bing gdm Up nguwoc Ién trén
miéng vai, sau do bit kin bang mot thir tuwong tw nhu voi, chang trach dd bao nhiéu ndm nhuw
thé ma van gitr dwoc dich thé bén trong. Trac Moc Cu'ong Ba lay mot dung cu hoi giéng cai
vong so6 tam ké vao, dung stc nay khé, “cach” mot tiéng, cai nap da nirt mot dwong, sau do
nhic ra, bén trong khong ngo lai con c6 mot ndp da bit kin miéng. Trac Moc Cuong Ba lai lam
theo cach cii, bat cai ndp da dé ra, chi thdy bén trong con hon nita vai chat long, toa ra mot thi
mui ky quai. Bdo 1a thom, thi vi cay cay chua chua lai hoi git, bao [a kho ngti, thi ldc xdc vao
miii lai dé lai vi ngot ngao kho ta.

Luc nay Pudng Man & gan do6 kéu 1én: “Anh lai ddy ma xem.”
Trac Moc Cuwdng Ba 14ap tirc dit cai vai xudng, di vé phia Pudng Man.

Co chi tay vao mot coc go duéi dat noi: “Anh thay chwa, diy la dau hiéu cac nha tham hiém
thoi ky dau cta thé ky tru¢ce rat thich st dung. Khi bon ho phat hién ra diéu gi d6 hoac di toi
chd ndo khong thé di tiép vé phia trwéc duoc nita, déu dé lai mot ddu hiéu nhw thé nay.”

Trac Moc Cuwong Ba budc tdi: “Noi nhw vay nghia la ké vao ddy hon mot tram nam veé trudc
da khong thé qua dwoc co quan & day, va danh phai bé cudc dé Ian sau dén tiép.”

Duong Man chi tay vao dau kia cta thong dao: Nhu'ng bon ngui Ben chac chin da di qua
roi. Bén kia c6 anh Iita, ching ta ciing t&i xem thir di.”



“Purng, dung voi, Trac Moc Cuong Ba noi, “khong biét sau khi bon ching di qua cd khoi phuc
lai co quan khong nita.” Lan trwdc & dia cung Ah Puch, bon gi da phat hién rat nhiéu co quan
ma trong cudn so tay ghi la da bi pha hoai, lai duoc ngwdi ndo dé khdi phuc cong ning ban dau,
da may lan suyt nira thi mat mang.

buong Man noi: “Duong di rat hep, chi cho mot nguoi qua thoi, bat ké 1a c6 co quan & phia
truérc hay hai bén ciing déu khé thé tranh né. Ma chét lay . dé co quan phat dong, thong thuong
déu loi dung trong lwc dé€ bat Ién, cling chinh 13 mat san ma ching ta dat chan lén iy’

Trac Moc Cuong Ba nhin san nha dwoi chan, toan la nhitng phién da hinh vudng wéc chirng
mot mét vuong ghép lai. K&t cau san nha thé nay kha pho bién trong dia cung Ah Puch, la loai
két ciu dé dit co quan bay rap nhat. C6 diéu Trac Moc Cwong Ba bay gio dd khong con 1a ga
Trac Moc Cu'(rng Ba luc 0 dia cung Ah Puch nira roi. Ga khé mim cwoi, tran day tu tin néi: “ba
dén ldc kiém tra hiéu qua hudn luyén ctia chiing ta roi. Anh 1én thit truéc xem sao, em dirng di
theo diy nhé.”

Puong Man gat diu: “Anh cin than diy.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba giam lén phlen da dau tién, cdm giac hoi lun xuong, ga lién nhanh chong
giat nguoc trd lai, chi nghe “dinh” mot tiéng, mot vat thé da ban trang birc twong déi dién voi
161 di. Trac Moc Cu'crng Ba lai gan nhln k¥, hoa ra 1a mot cay dinh ba mau xanh lam. Pudng Man
tai mat thot 1én: “TaAm thudc doc roi, dinh doc day.”

Trac Moc Cu'crng Ba néi: “Um, c6 diéu chic 1a khong ban ra lién tiép dworc, anh thi [an nita
xem thé nao.” Ga lai giam chan lén phlen da, qua nhién khong thay diéu di thwcrng gi ntra. Trac
Moc Cuong Ba gio moi can than giam l1én phlen da thi hai, dot nhién ca nguoi thut xudng. Ga
llen 16n nguoc mot vong, lan tron sang bén, lai tré vé bén canh buong Man. Chi nghe tiéng

“soat soat” vang lén lién tiép, song khong co6 ter gl ban ra. Nhin lai phia 16i di, m&i thay hai bén
vach tuong loe len nhirng tia sang lanh lanh roi bién mat, thoat sau lai 16e lén. Trac Moc Cuon
Ba 1dm bam noéi: “Pao tran, day la lan dau tién anh tan mit thay dao tran do co nhan thiét ké
day.” Pac diém cua loai co quan truyen thong nay chinh 1a gidu lu&i dao sic bén bén trong
vach tuong, loi dung khe hé trén tuong che gidu, mot khi phat dong, sé€ nhu xoay chuyén nhu
cwa may, vi tri trén dwéi khac nhau, ngwdi binh thuong that sw khé ma tranh néi.

Trac Moc Cuong Ba lai budc téi truée 16i di do, quan sat vi tri cy thé clia dao tran. Chi thay &
hai phlen da thi nam, thir sdu dao tran déu sip dat o khoang dudi dau g01 sau d6 do cao bit
dau 1én té1 dui non, roi dinh dau dan’ xen 14n nhau, nguoi binh thudng tuyét dsi khoé thé vuot
qua ndi. Trac Moc Cuong Ba ngam ngam tinh toan, chi cAn nam chic thoi gian, nhay qua chd
dao thap, sau dé truot nguoi sat mat dat, vay la co6 thé tranh duoc toan bo dao tran. Ga suy
tinh xong xuoi, lién bat dau chay da, song 1a1 quén mait tac dung cua hai phlen da thw ba va thtr
tw. Vira giam 1én phién da th tw, Trac Moc Cuong Ba lién 1ap tirc cdm thay khong on.



Chwong 22: CANH CU'A PIA NGUC

Canh ctra DPia nguc, Hrong Ba La, khi nhitng tir ngit quen thudc ay mét lan nita vang 1én bén
tai nhém nguoi nay, tinh than ai ndy déu phan chan han l1én. Pay méi 1a lan thit hai Trac Moc
Cwong Ba nghe nhac dén Canh ctra Pia nguc, song theo nhitng gi ga biét, hinh nhw canh ctra nay
mo ra con dwong xuyén day Himalaya. That khong ngd, & noi xa xam héo lanh nhw Mac Thoat
nay lai dwoc nghe truyén thuyét vé Canh ctra Pia nguc. Trac Moc Cwong Ba héi: “Cau biét Canh
ctra bia nguc & dau khong?”



Chw Phat Mat giao

Trac Moc Cu'o'ng Ba buéc hut mot budrc, than thé mit thang bang, nga xuong ho sau. Anh
sang lée 1én, ga da trong thay ludi dao  sang l4p lanh trong ho. Trong khoanh khac sinh ti 4y,
Trac Moc Cuong Ba bong nhién vuon ca hai tay ra, hai chan dap manh, ca nguoi ket lai gitra hai
birc twong d4, than thé ldc nay gan nhw song song voi mdt dat, dau mii chi con kém chut xfu la
cham phai luéi dao. Thi ra, hai phlen da lat nén thi ba va thir tuw von chi la mot phlen da hinh
chir nhat dai hai mét rong mot mét, duc 16 & gitra, xuyén gay sat qua la thanh mat cai ctra xoay
don gian, bat ké 1a gidm 1én phién thit ba hay thi tw, ca phién da cling déu lap tirc xoay chuyén.
Loai co quan nay, trong co quan hoc goi la “hoat ban”, vira don gian lai dé thuc hién, dac biétla
o nhu'ng noi nén san duoc lat bing nhitng phlen da quy chudn ma sip diat mot vai co quan nhu
vdy, bén duoi lai dao hé sau hai mét, bé tri coc nhon hodc ludi dao, thi ty 1& sat nhan thanh
cong sé cuc lon.

Hai tay hai chan Trac Moc Cuong Ba chong vao hai bén birc twong, chim chim leo 1én trén,
dong thoi dich chuyen 1én phla trén dao tran, tranh khéi hai ludi dao xody dau tién, sau dé mai
tlr tir nhich xudng duoi, roi dung ba 16 ném sang dau bén kia 16i di, sau khi xac dlnh an toan, ga
m&i ap nguwoi sat dat trwot qua.

Puong Man da quan sat tr diu dén cudi toan b qua trinh nay, vy nén lic cb di qua thi nhe
nhang hon rat nhiéu.

“La that!” buong Man nghi hodc néi, “Nhitng co quan nay mdc du co td6 hop hoan chinh,
nhung ké dén trudc ching ta c6 thudc nd, hoan toan cé thé pha hily duoc ching, tai sao hin lai
quay tré ra nhi?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba noi: “Nhiing bd xwong ngoai kia rai rac khap dai sanh, nhung khong co6
bo xwong nao chét bén canh 16i di, cing c6 nghia 1a bon ho con chua ti€p xuc vai 16i di nay thi
da rat lui roi. Co 1é 1a da cham phal co quan nao khac, mot loai co quan khong thé giai quyét
bang thudc né, chang han nhw khi doc, swong doc g1 d6. Xem ra chd nay dich thuc la chwa bi
pha hoai, phai bao cho nhitng nguoi khic méi duoc.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba an nat chiéc dong ho nguyén tir deo trén tay, bat dau goi nhirng nguoi
khac trong nhom. Trong vong ba phut, dai khai da noi r6 vi tri cia minh, dé nhirng thanh vién
chwa c6 phat hién gi dic biét nhanh chéng téi day.

Trac Moc Cuong Ba gio co tay 1én noi: “Vdy nhé, ching t6i da qua trudc roi. Moi nguoi nho
can than, 16i di hep nay la mot to hop co quan, mac du co quan tong da bi pha hoai, song cac co
quan phan t6 thi van van hanh. Phién d4 dau tién la dinh doc ban vao chinh dién, phlen da thw
hai khéi dong dao tran, phlen thir ba va thir tw 1a ctra 1at, bén duoi sap dat coc nhon tir phién
thir ndm dén phién tht mwoi 13m 13 dao xoay, moi ngudi phai can than.”

Giao su Phucrng Tan nhan qua may lién lac: “Ching téi biét roi, dén ngay day, hai nguoi cling
nhé cin than day.”

bi qua 16i di hep 4y, canh twong trwedc mat lién md rong sang burng. Tén cung cia 16i di tua
nhu mot ban dap nho ra khoi vach da dyng dirng, dwa hai nguoi bon Trac Moc Cwong Ba vao vi
tri trung tdm cua mot gian dai sanh mau vang. Ptng trén ban dap lo lttng giita khong trung,
cach trén, dudi, trai, phal moi phia chung hai chuc meét, bon vach la nhitng bé dudc nhw nhirng
ché cay, chidu sang ryc r& ca gian dai sanh. Trac Moc Cudng Ba nhan ra nhiing bo du6c phun
Itra 1on bang ngon tay cai, dai khoang ba muwoi centimet, chinh 1a nhitng 6 o6ng ankyl long. Moi
ong nhu vay, cho du ¢ mo6i truong khong co6 dudng khi cling van chay dwgc mot tram gio dong
ho, hon nira con vira nho vira nhe, mot nguoi mang theo mot tram 6ng cling khong van dé gl.
Loai 6ng ankyl l6ng nay cac nha tham hiém hién dai chuyén dung dé chiéu sang va danh dau
duong, xem ra chic 1a nhém ngudi cia Ben dé lai.

boi dién véi bon ho, la mot pho tuong ng01 cua N0 Muc Kim Cuong, c6 sdu canh tay, treo lo
Itng gitta khong trung bang tam soi day sat to c& canh tay ngwoi tha tir tran nha xudng. Pho



tuong nay cao khoang ba mét, toan than den thui, dwong nhu 1a dic bang thép rong, sdu canh
tay déu cam phap khi, mat tron 1én gian di, rang nhe ra ngoai, tuéng mao hung ton, thoat nhin
trong nhu Kim Cu'o'ng clia Phat giao, nhlrng lai c6 chut khong giong voi nhu'ng pho Kim Clrong
ma Trac Moc Cuong Ba thu'ong ngay van thay Nét mat nhu cwdi ma chang phai cuoi 4y, két
hop voi anh mat phan nd kia, toat 1én may phan ky di, may phan ta ac, Trac Moc Cuong Ba chi
co thé tam goi do la twong Kim Cuong chit ciing khong dam chic. Chd rén ctia Kim Cuong co 16
thung, trén dinh dAu c6 mdi budc, xem ra dinh déc ban ra liic giam 1én phién da dau tién Ia ban
tir cai 10 nay. Loi thong nay dinh sat vao tuwong Kim Cuong, xem ra c6 nhan da dac biét thiét ké
nhw vy dé tién cho viéc lau chui twong Phat va lap rdp cac co quan.

Puwong Man nhin dd cao hai chuc mét, ban khoan héi: “Cao nhu vay, ching ta xuéng bang
cach nao bay gio?”

Trac Mdc Cwong Ba dwa mat nhin quanh, dich xac la khoéng c6 dwong nao di xuong, nhung
cac ong ankyl long cam trén bdn vach tuong da chung t6 dam ngudi cua Ben dad xudng bén
dudi roi. Ga can than quan sat moOt 1an nira, phat hién ra trén dui twong Kim Cwong con mot
mau thimg nho, bén nédi: “Bon chung budc day thlrng vao dui Kim Cwong leo xudng, nao, 1y
day thirng an toan ra day, ching ta cing xudng tir chd nay thoi.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba budc chac day terng, roi bao bDuong Man: “Anh xudng trudc, t&i noi sé
goi em, khong dwoc lam bira dau diy.” Pudng Man khé gat gat dau.

Trac Moc Cuong Ba quin mot vong day vao c6 tay trai, roi lai quan mot vong vao hong, tay
phai kéo dau kia soi day, tung minh nhay lén, tinh thuan theo soi ddy ma truot xuong. Nao ngo
vira méi nhay 1én, ga da nghe thay tiéng h6 kinh hai clia Pwong Man. Trac Moc Cuwong Ba chi
thay than the roi xuong, can ban khéng hé c6 cdm giac bi luc tac dong nao, ké d6 nghe thay
tiéng “ram ram ram vang lén. Cling may Trac Moc Cchrng Ba lam nguy bat loan khong hé do
dw, da dit khoat cdi ngay day thing ra, hai tay dang rong, mo chiéc 4o canh doi ra, sau khi giit
duoc thang bang lién vung tay, ban day thep, “kich” mot tleng, dau ddy da xuyén vao vach da,
Trac Moc Cuong Ba cling 1dp tirc du ngwoi qua. Vira moi ap sat bire twong, da nghe thay uynh"
mot tiéng, ngoanh dau nhin lai, ca pho twong Kim Cwong da nhu mot qua chuy sat khong 16
dan manh vao vi tri vén ga dinh leo xudng. Ké do, mot trang nhirng tleng ‘cach cach cach” vang
1én, co quan van hanh lai kéo pho twong nang may tan tré vé vi tri ban dau. Trac Moc Clro'ng Ba
nhin ma toat hét mo hoi lanh. Khong ngo 4o ciing 1a co quan, s¢i thirng dirt con sot lai ay hoa
ra 1a vat dé du ngudi ta mac bay. Puong Man & bén trén 1én tiéng goi vong xudng: “Khong sao
ch? Anh Cudng Ba?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba dua tay ro mo bon vach tuong déu tron tudt, mudn bo tir day Xuong la
khong thé. G4 lién hét 1én tra 10i: Khong sao, gio em ném cho anh mot soi thirng khac, roi em
xudng theo huong kia, Man Man, em c6 nghe thay khong?” K& do, g lai khéi dong may lién lac
trén dong ho, néi cho gido sw Phwrong Tan va may ngwdi kKhac chuyen pho twong Phat bing sit.
Ca may nguwoi kia déu dan do Trac Méc Cwong Ba phai hét strc can than.

buong Man budc mot dau day thirng vao mot vat thé tuwong doi nang c6 hinh dang nhu cay
den pin roi ném cho Trac Moc Cwong Ba. Ga vwron tay bat 1dy, sau d6 quan so1i day quanh nguoi
hai vong, vay tay noi: DU‘O’C roi.” Pwong Man lién tung minh nhay tir phia bén kia chd con
dwong nho ra, truot xuong bén dudi, sau d6 lai kéo cang soi ddy. Trac Moc Cwong Ba khi a ay
mo1i thu soi thep lai, du ngwoi xudng mat dat. Hai nguoi nhin cai hé khong 16 trwoc mii chan,
va nhitng d6m dé 14m chim bén trong, khong hiéu pho twong Phat st rot cudc da giét chét
bao nhiéu ké 1& buwdrc dén chén nay roi nira.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba thu day thing lai, trong long van con chwa hét kinh hai: “Pi thoi, xem
xem dudi day con c6 duwdng nao nira khong.”

birng bén duwdéi nhin 1€n dinh, ca gian dai sanh mau vang kim nay trong huéch trong hoac,
bon vach tuong ciing khong co nhwng brc tranh cau ky dep dg, chi co pho twong Phat sat hung
ac Kia treo lo lirng gitra khong trung. Tw goc nay nhin lén, Trac Moc Cuong Ba va Du'crng Man
m&i phat hién, thi ra twong Phat sat ndy c6 ba dau sau tay, bat ké 1a nhin tir hwéng nao, trong



cling nhw thé hung than 4c sat dang nhin chong choc vao nguoi ta, hinh dang sau canh tay thi
muoi phan quai di, cho du chuyén sang hwong nao chdng nira, nguoi xem ciing ¢4 cam giac
nhuw sau canh tay cam vii khi kia dang hwéng vé phia minh vay.

Puong Man khong nén n6i budt miéng hoi: “Pay l1a Phat gi vay? Nhin dang so qua di mat.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba lac dau: “Anh ciing khong biét, pho twgng nay khong hé giong twong Phit
nao ma anh tirng thay trudc day ca.”

Gian dai sanh nay c6 bon ctra 16n & bon phia trwdc sau trai phai. Hai ngu'o'l bon Trac Moc
Cuong Ba ldy la ban ra kiém tra, thay & bon hudng bong Tay Nam Bic lai c6 bdn cira ngach
twong doi nho. Gitra dai sdnh c6 mot miéng ho hinh tron, dwong kinh khoang ba mét, bén trén
bit kin bang nhitng phlen da hinh dang nhw canh hoa, nhin khac han véi nhiing phién da lat san
khac & xung quanh, & chinh gitra déu cé mot thir vat chat mau do, cham vao thay mem mém.
Trac Moc Cuong Ba thoang ngan nguoi ra, ctra ham nay giong hét nhuw canh ctra da ¢ o dia cung
Ah Puch - canh cira phai dung dén huyet tri méi mé ra dwoc! Nhwng vat chat mau dé nay
khong phai dang s¢i nhuw lat ma A La da hinh dung, ma glong hét nhu t6 chitc md co van con
dang song. Trac Moc Cwong Ba dich chuyén dan anh mat khéi ctra ham, chi thay bon dwong
ranh thong thang dén bon ctra ngach, khéo 1éo dan xen vao nhitng khe he gita cac phién da lat
san, khién nguoi ta khé ma phat hién ra dwoc. Trac Moc Cuong Ba go go tay 1én phlen da, t1eng
dong tram duc, xem ra la rat day va nang, nhat thoi khong thé tim dwoc cach mé clra ham. Trac
Moc Cuong Ba va Puong Man lién di vong vong xung quanh mot luwot.

Duong Man néi: “Gian dai sanh nay that ky la, tai sao khong huwdng dang theo bon phia Pong
Tay Nam Bic ma lai ket gitta b6n phwong vi nay lam gi chit.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba dot nhién swc nho ra cha ga ting noi rang T& Phwong mi€u “khong phai
& bén phwong vi Pong, Tay, Nam, Bic ma & cho ngodt nét cua chir Van luan hoi”. Ga lai nghi
dén than phan Thanh st cta m1nh khong kh01 ngam ngam hoai nghi: “Cé 1€ nao, noi nay that
sy c6 lién quan rat 1on téi minh va gia toc ctia minh hay sao? Nhung xwa nay c6 nghe cha nhac
toi bao gio dau, day rot cudc la chuyén gl vay?” Trac Moc Cuong Ba am tham quyét dinh, sau
khi hanh dong nay két thic, nhat dinh phai tro vé tim gdp cha ga héi cho rd ngon nganh.

Nghi vay, ga khong tra 101 ngay cau hoi cia Duong Man, ma dan cd téi trudc canh cira ngach
o ~hudng chinh Bac, chi thdy mot dai bac thang da lon trai dai xuéng duéi, anh sang vang vot
cla cac 6ng Itra cam bén vach tLro'ng twa h6 nhw dang chiéu dan vong hdn tré vé chon hoang
tuyén. Trac Moc Cudng Ba néi: “Xudéng duéi xem sao di.”

Cudi cau thang la mot gian phong nho, rong chirng nam sau chuc met vuong, chinh gitra la
mot bé da hinh vuéng, bon phia c6 cac gia cling bang da. Trén nen da va gia treo bang da deu
khong tranh noi lwu lai nhirng dau vét nau sam, khién hai ngudi vira budc vao phong da cam
thdy mot tran gié am théi téi, twa ho c6 vo s6 oan hon chua tan van dang dao luon gitra khong
trung. Xung quanh bé da con sap dit vai mon do bay bién da muc nat, c¢ 1€ la cac thi phap khi,
ban tho, 10 Itra ngay xwa van dung dé t& bai cau khén, c6 diéu tat ca gior da khong con hinh dang
ban dAu nira roi. Hai nguoi di xung quanh mot vong, khong c6 phat hién gi dac biét, nghi rang
may gian phong sau nhitng canh ctra mé con lai cling déu nhw vay ca, Trac Mdc Cudng Ba quyét
dinh vao thir ctra chinh xem thé nao.

Clra chinh cao 16n hon cira mé bén rit nhiéu, bac thang rong rai, hai nguoi buéc Xuong cau
thang, lién téi mot gian dai sdnh khac. Chinh gilra sanh 1a bé tam cap dung dé cing té, bén trén
la mot twong Phat da tao hinh nit gidi, cao nam met, chan trai quan quanh chan phai, sau lung
dua vao mot cai bé trong nhu vo so. Phat c6 ba mat, khde miéng cudi gan, tir nguc t&i bung co
sau bau vq, hai tay vong truéc nguc 6m mot dura tré so sinh, dau da dut lia, chi con lai mot
canh tay. Twong Phat dang ha rong cai miéng to nhw chau mau, rang nhuom dé ruc, phang
phat nhu mau van c6 dac trén do, tung giot tung giot nhéu xuong Ta di hon nita la _trong
miéng twong Phat c6 mot canh tay tré so sinh trang mudt nhuw tuyét tho ra, twa ho nhw van con
muén nam lay thi gl do. buong Man chi nhin lwdét qua da voi ngoanh mat sang hudng khac,
khong dam nhin tiép. Pay ciing 1a Ian dau tién Trac Moc Cuong Ba thay thir gl ta ac nhu vay.



Phia trwdc twgng Phit c6 mot chiéc dinh bang kim loai, ro rang la dé dot hlro'ng cing té, bon
phia xung quanh con c6 cac cot go, chac la dung dé treo phwon ria man che, gior man phu*on déu
da héa thanh tro bui, chi con lai nhitng chiéc cot gd nay ma thoi.

Puwong Man néi: “Pi thoi, & day khong con thit gi nita roi, em nhin thiy kho chiu lam.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba ndi: “Doi chut da Man Man, em xem Kkia, Vet chan dudi dat tan loan, con
nira, 1op bui dat & hai bén twong Phat rat day, e la chd gitra kia c6 bi mat gi do. Pé anh lai xem
thé nao da.” Trac Moc Cudng Ba 1ay hét can dam, dan tung budc lai gan twong Phat nit, cang lai
gan cang cam thay lanh I&o riing minh. Cai miéng ha rong nhuw chiu mau kia, twra hé nhw san
sang cli xudng can xé ngwoi ta, ba con mat xép trén tran thanh hinh canh quat, déu toat 1én vé
déi khat, thém mudn gianh git 1ay thirc an.

Trac Moc Cuwong Ba diéu chinh lai hoi thé, cudi ciing nhich lai dwéi chan pho tuong Phat, chi
thay birc tuong da khong 16 tir trén cao nhom xubng, ba con mat tron trimg khong roi, anh mat
nira mirng vui lai mang theo ndi thém khat dy dwoc ngudi xwa diéu khic hét sirc cé hon. Trac
Moc Cuong Ba cang nhin lai cang thay kinh hai trong long. Gwong mat cuoi cwoi nhe ham rdang
nhé mau ay, that khién nguoi ta phai rén hét ca gai 6c. Trac Moc Cu'o'ng Ba thu 4nh mat lai,
nhin thang veé phia trudrc, lién phat hién ra, chan phai cong xuong cua twong Phat ¢6 khac mot
thr nhuw giap bao vé dau goi, vira hay hinh thanh nén mot cai bac, bé mat bang phang, c6 18 dé
cho nguoi ta leo len Ga nghi ngo1i trong thoang chéc, roi can than leo 1én cho khép goi twong
Phat. Pudng Man & bén dwéi run giong néi: “Anh Cwdong Ba, anh lam gi thé?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba néi: “Dirng lo, anh 1én trén xem sao théi.” Tir hwéng nay nhin ra, chi thdy
dira tré dit dau kia, dwong nhw [a mot birc twong rong, bén trong han 1a phai co thr gl do. Trac
Moc Cwong Ba men theo dui twong Phat buéc mot budrc, vira hay lai giam 1én dlem dat chan
t1ep theo, tw nht tham trong bung: ‘“Trong long khong c6 ma quy thi sé khong so gi hét,” ké dé
lién tdo gan thoc tay vao trong co birc twong tré so sinh 1an mo.

Trong bung bttc twong duwong nhu c6 mot tay nam. Trac Mdc Cuong Ba quan sat ky luong
xung quanh, sau khi xac thu'c day khong phal la co quan phat dong cong kich, moi keo tay nam
d6 mot cai. Chi nghe “ram” mot tleng, Trac Moc Cuong Ba voi tung nguoi nhdy xudng khoi
twong Phat, 16n nhao trén khong mot vong, roi binh 6 on ha Xuong Gio m&i nhin ro twong Phat
datachra lam doi, trong bung la mot cai dai sen c6 ran quan quanh. Pudng Man gio hai tay 1én
bum miéng, suyt chiit nia thi kéu rt 1én.

Trac Moc Cuwong Ba lai budc 1én bé tho, quan sat dai sen: “Qua nhién!” Chi thay chinh gitra
dai sen 16 ra mot I6 nhé, bén  trong chic 1a ting 6 thir gi d6 cim vao, nhin d4u vét trén 16 nho
ay, thir d6 chic 1a c6 mot mau hinh thoi nhd 1én, ngoai ra con cé tay nam, Trac Moc Cudng Ba
nhét soi day thung vao 16 do thu, thiy bén trong dai chirng ba muoi centimet. Trac Moc Cuong
Ba kiém tra xong xudi, buoc xuéng bac thang, ding luc buoc xuong bic thang cubi clung, tuwong
Phat lién nhw cai bay chuot chap danh “ram” mot cai vao nhau, t1eng vang rat 1én, bui da roi
xuong la td nhw mua. Du'o'ng Man lai run bin minh 1én mot chap, mat hoa that sic. Trac Moc
Cwong Ba buéc téi 6m lay co, cam nhan dwoc dbi vai c6 rung 1én nhé nhe nhu mot chu thé nhé
dang run s, lién thi tham an 4i: “Pi thoi, ching ta t&i nhitng gian sanh khac xem sao.”

Bén trai 1a mét quai thu ba mat, trén vai moc sau canh tay, bung to nhw tréng, dau nguoi
minh ran, c6 diéu con mat thir ba ctia né lai tron vanh vanh chir khong phai hinh thoi dung lén
nhu twong Phat nit. Bén pha1 la mot doi dau voi minh nguoi dang hop thé giao hoan, c6 duc c6
cai, nhung & day, tuong giong cai dang ngdi to hon ro rét, tuong giong duc nguoc lai twong doi
nho tua nhw mot dia tre bo vao long birc twong giéng cai, khong thay mat mii thé nao, chi 1o
ra cdp nga dai va cai voi voi. Gian dai sanh sau canh ctra 16n cudi cung [a mot bic tuwong ni
Phat c6 bén canh tay, cling c6 ba mat, tuwdng mao hung ac, co thé den dua, nguc deo  vong xau
chudi dau lau, eo hong deo tay ngui lam vat trang tri; hai canh  tay bén trai chia ra cam bua va
cau liém, tay phdi thi cAim do dung bang dau lau nguoi va mot trai tim dang nho mau rong
rong. Nhu'ng btrc twong hung Phat nay tao hinh hét strc dac thi, nét mat dang so, khong ngo
Trac Moc Cuong Ba lai chdng nhan ra duoc pho tuong nao.



Cac btrc twong trong bdn gian sanh déu co co quan, Trac Moc Cwong Ba da lan lwot mé ra,
bén trong déu trong khong. buong_ Man héi: “Néu chwa c6 ai t&i chd nay, vy tai sao ngoai
twong Phat ra thi chang con thi gi nitra vay?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba ndi: “Lam sao anh biét dwoc chi¥? C6 1€ da bi ngudi nao dé tinh thong co
quan hoc lay di mat roi, hoac la da xay ra bién c6 gi do, nén toan bo do dac da duoc chuyeén di,
hodc cling c6 thé... & day can ban khéng co phap khi hay té vat gL, dé nhitng ké tim kiém bau vat
bé qua nhirng gian phong nay hong bao vé bi mat cudi cung giau bén trong twong Phat.”

Cung lic dy, Trwong Lap Va Nhac Dlrong da téi can phong chit day vai sanh vai st. Trueong
Lap nhin 16i di nhé hep noi: “O’ day roi.”

Nhac Duong mat tinh, vira li€c cai da thiy cuc biy nhiy gidng thit nam dwédi dit, ndi: “Xem
kia, cai gi thé?”

Trwong Lap lac dau: “Khong biét nira.”
Nhac Dwong chac luw@i: “Pay ¢6 1€ nao la thai tué trong truyén thuyét khéng nhi?”
Trwong Lip lién héi: “Thai tué 1a cai gi?”

Nhac Duong dap: “Mot thir nghe don la an vao sé kéo dai tudi tho, cwong than kién thé. Thoat
nhin giong thit, nhung thuc ra 1a mot loai ndm, ngoai ra, khi cit mot phan di, n6 sé tw moc lai
duorc, chi can ngam trong nchrc la s€ gilr dwoc khong bi th01 rira. Hoi & Thanh Hai tdi c6 nghe
nguoi ta ké vé thir nay roi.” Noi doan, anh chang lién nhic cai vai Trac Moc Cuong Ba da mo ra
1én, lic 13c may cai roi bao Truong Lap, “Anh xem di, trong nay ciing ngam day nay.”

Truong Lap ghé mat vao nhin ki hon, * ‘Khong phai day chtt, chi la mot cuc thit trang to bang
con ché con moi dé théi ma, trong vai cling dang ngadm mot cuc nhu thé.” Nhac Duong néi:
“Chang 1& & day lai c6 nhiéu Thai tud thé co a?”

'"

Trwong Lap tram tro: “Cha, dn vao c6 thé trwong sinh bat ldo, vy thi ching ta phat to roi!

Nhac Du@ng tho tay vao trong vai vot cuc thit trang trang ay 1én, gi sat miéng Trwong Lap
nodi: “Anh ném th xem mui vi thé nao?”

Truong Lap voi vang lac dau quay quay, cai thir nay nghe thi co6 ve rat hay, nhung khi dat ¢
trwdc mat, chi nhin thoi cling thay buén non 13m r6i, hon nita lai con c6 mot thir mu1 hét strc
quai dan, ngln con chang muon ngu'l noéi gi dén an. Nhac Dwong cudi hi hi ché gieu: Dung 1a
chang biét gl hét, do tot thé ma lai.” Nhung luc anh chang dua lén mleng, bi khi vi quai di 3 ay
x0c vao miii thi cting khong sao ha miéng ra noi. Truwong Lap lo ldng héi: “Puoc khong day, cai
thir nay c6 1& da ngadm ca ngan nam roi do, cho du cé la do tot that thi cling bi ngadm rita ra roi,
ching ta mau mau qua kiém Cuwong Ba thiéu gia thi hon.”

Trac Moc Cuwong Ba vira buéc Xuong khoi bé tho, bic twong Phat bon tay lién khoéi phuc lai
hinh dang ban dau, chi nghe bén ngoai dai sanh c6 t1eng ‘cach cach” khe khe Trac Moc Cu'crng
Ba chot nghi: Chang 1€ canh ctra tron dwo'l dat da mé ra roi? bi, dl xem sao.” Nghi doan, ga hen
dat tay buong Man nhanh nhanh chay vu vé gian dai sanh sic vang. Pudng Man 1am bam néi:

“Khong phai 1a huyét tri 3, sao lai d& mé& ra nhw thé nhi?”

Qua nhién, cac phién d4 giong nhu canh hoa trong dai sdnh da xoay ca vé phia gan twong da,
dé 16 ra mot clra ham tron nhan hinh tron, duong ham xoay tron xuong dlrm bén trong tron
nhu guong, | rat glong mot cai vo 6¢ bién khong 16. Pudrng Man lo ldng noi: “Bén trong nay tron
nhuw thé, xudng roi la khong Ién duwoc dau.” Trac Moc Cuong Ba nghi ngo1i gidy lat, roi lay dung
cura, dong dinh sat vao mat da, roi lal dung ba cai ch6t an toan chan may canh hoa lai, that day
an toan vao dinh sat, cai moc tha Xuong duong ham. Xong xudi dau dé, ga néi véi Puong Man:

“Pé anh xudng truwdc, em & trén nay dirng dé ctra dong lai diy.”

Trac Moc Cuwong Ba doi mi phat sang 1én, mot tay bam day thung, ngoi trong ranh trwot
xuong, giong hét nhw tré con ngoi ciu trwot vy, vira truot ga vira khong khéi nghi tham tron
bung: “Sao tron vay, rot cudc 1a di dung cong nghé gi nhi?” Ga r& tay 1én vach, thdy lanh budt



thau xwong, go go lén, thi thay khong phai tleng tram duc cua da, Trac Moc Cwong Ba lién diéu
chlnh cho mil sang hin 1én, lién thay vach twong den si si nhu lam tir thép rong, tham nhu:

Chang I€ twong bén trong 16i di nay toan bo déu ghep tu vat liéu kim loai chiac? Bon ho dung
cach gi ma gitt dwoc kim loai cd ngan nim ciing khong gi sét nhi?”

bang suy nghl dwéi chan ga hinh nhw dap roi thir gi d6, thin thé hoi chung lai, doan lién
nghe thay tleng ‘cuc cuc cuc” bén dudi vong 1én. Trac Méc Cuong Ba khong kip nhin cho ky,
nhung da cang thém can trong, bam chdt day thirng cham cham truot xudéng, qua nhién khong
nam ngoai suy doan cua ga, cach do chua day ba mét, ¢ phia truwéc bong nhién nh6 ra mot ludi
dao sac, miii dao huéng thang vé phia Trac Moc Cuong Ba, néu ga ma khong bam vao day an
toan, néi khong chirng lwdi dao ay da xé ngum garalam ha1 manh roi. Trac Moc Cwdong Ba con
chua kip tho phao nhe nhom, da nghe “soat soat soat” may tleng nita vang len trong duong
ham tron tudt ay lai xet ra may luoi dao nira. Nhitng ludi dao nay rd 1a vo cling sic bén, sgi
thirng chic den mirc cO thé treo ca con voi Ién, bi lwdi dao co vao hai ba lwot da khong ch1u noi
trong lwong cua Trac Moc Cuong Ba, "bung” mot tiéng roi dit lia. Trac Moc Cuong Ba chi kip
hét vong I1én phia cira duong ham mot tiéng: “Khoéng dwoc xudng day,” than thé di trwot vu
xubng dudi.



PDuwong ham
Truwong Lap Va Nhac Dwong ung dung di qua 1 161 di hep Nhac Dwong khong khoi dwong
dwong ddc y néi: “Vwot qua may cai co quan nay dé qua di.”

Truong Lap lién cham choc: “Khong c6 Cuwong Ba thiéu gia nhic nhd, ciu qua duogc dé dang
thé khong ha? Phai roi, bay gi¢ di tiép sao day? May ngwoi dam Cwdng Ba thiéu gia dau roi
nhi?”

bi thém may budc nita, Nhac Dwong nhin pho twong Phat sau tay, kinh ngac thot 1én: “Oa,
day 1a Phat gi thé, nhin c¥ nhw hung than 4c sat 4y.’

Truwong Lap noi: “Da xoa phai khong? Hay chang 1€ 1a twong Diém vwong?”

Hai anh chang di toi phia truéc twong Phat sat, lién nhin thiy gian dai sanh mau vang va
Puong Man & bén dudi.

Truong Lap vay chao, roi cung Nhac Duong moi ngudi gitr mot dau day, galén phan nho ra
cda 16i di, cung luc treot xudng. Hai ngu'o'l chay t&i bén canh Du'cmg Man, trong thay ctra ham
hinh tron dwéi dat, Trwong Lap bén héi: “Cudng Ba thidu gia xuéng day roi a?”

Puong Man “rm” mot tiéng dap 1oi, Nhac Dwong lai héi: “Sao c6 khong xudng d6 ludn?”

budng Man dép: “Anh Cuong Ba vira méi xudng. Anh dy n6i d€ thdm do xem c6 nguy hiém gi
khong...” Co vira noi toi day, chot nghe trong duwong ham thoang vong toi giong Trac Moc
Cwong Ba: “Khong dugc xudng day!” ké do soi 'day thung budc vao dinh sit bén trén giat nay
1&én. Ca ba ngudi dang ding trong dai sanh déu y thirc dwoc mot diéu, day thirng da dut!

Puong Man cudng hét ca 1én, tho dau quan sat roi dinh truot xudng dwong ham, nhwng da bi
Truong Lap keo lai. Nhac Dwong noi: “May cong chuyen nang nhoc nay dé dan ong ching toi
lam cho.” Néi xong lién cAm soi thlrng 1én thit bon cai nut lién nhau, roéi bam day xuong luon
duong ham. Trwong Lap cling noéi: “Yén tam cong chua, ching toi nhat dinh tra lai cho c6 mét
Cuong Ba thiéu gia hoan chinh nguyén ven.” Dttt 101 ciing truot xudng theo ludn.

Trac Moc Cuong Ba gao 1én canh bao, dong thoi hai tay vuon ra, an vao hai num xody ¢ canh
de day. Poi gidy leo nui dic ché lién tw dong bom khi xuéng dé, hinh thanh nén nhiing giac hut
va cac so1i 16ng cong lon nhé khac nhau, Trac Moc Cuwong Ba 101 dung chut lyc hat nay ma ap
chat nguoi vao vach duong ham tron tudt, ti tir giam toc do, cudi cung cling coi nhw durng lai
duoc. Mot thanh dao sic lem ké ngay dwdi nach g3, ludi dao gan nhw da cat rach 1ép 4o bén
ngoai. Trac Moc Cuong Ba can thian ‘vong tay qua tranh luoi dao, roi dung strc phan hong, tir tir
triedn xudng dudi, trong hét nhw mot con sdu dang udn éo bo di.

Lai vong thém ba vong nita, phia truwéc hinh nhw da Xuat hién mat dat bang phang, nhung &
ngay chinh dién lai xuit hién mot thanh dao dung dung. T goc dd ctia Trac Moc Cuong Ba,
thoat nhin né twa nhu moét soi to bac, phia sau so1i to dot nhién phlnh to ra nhw quan but. Ga
tham nhu, xung quanh chic chin phal c6 chét 13y nao dé dong cai co quan bat luoi dao nay
mai phai, vira ndy trugt tir trén xudéng dudi, nhitng ludi dao nay déu dung dirng & ngay phia
dwéi 161 thong, néu tha cho truot tw do xuong thi nguoi sé ap sat vao moét bén vach do quan
tinh, thanh ra lai khong hé nguy h1em chi c6 diéu khi truot téi doan déc cudi cung ndy, chic
chin sé bi ludi dao sic phia trudrc xé ra lam doi.

Khi sap lai gan ludi dao, Trac Moc Cuong Ba lién phat hién ra & mé bén duong ham hinh tron
nay c6 mot ket cau mong ghep nho ra, 18 ndo day chinh 1a chét dé d6ng mé co quan?

Dang suy nghi, dot nhién nghe “kich” mot tiéng, lwdi dao kia bong rut tré lai, k€ do nghe

“phang” mot t1eng nita, lwdi dao lai bat tré ra. Trac Moc Cuong Ba con chua hleu ra chuyén gi,

da nghe bén trén cé nguoi hét 16n: “Cwong Ba thidu gia, anh & dau? Toi xudng day!” Tiéng
Nhac Dwong tir xa thanh gan, dén thit la nhanh!



Trac Moc Cuong Ba tham than khong xong, hai chdn an chit vao dwong ham Chi thiy hai vai
tram xuong, ca hai nguoi cung luc bi mot xung luc manh mé kéo truot xuong Lwdi dao kia
cach tAm mat Trac Moc Cuwong Ba cang luc cang gan cang luc cang gan Trac Moc Cuong Ba
dinh thay d6i phwong huong, nhung muon tru vitng dwoc than hinh & chd ndy mot minh da
khong phal chuyén dé roi, lam sao ga dugc nhw y. Thanh ra hai ngudi cling lic ct thé truot
thang vé phia ludi dao sac bén.

Cudi cung coi nhw nho doi giay leo nui dac ché chat lwong cao, khong ngo ciing gite on duoc
than hinh cua ca hai nguoi. Song luéi dao kia da ké vao gitra hai dui Trac Moc Cuong Ba, co sat
vao diing quan. Ga lan nay dung la duoc mot phen toat mo héi lanh, khong ngor con chua kip
dinh than, bén trén di cé tiéng vong xuéng: “Toi cling dén roi day!”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba ca kinh thit sac. May la trong luc hoang loan ciling  khong mat di sw binh
tinh, vao khoanh khic ngan can treo soi téc do ga da vuon tay phal ra an xuong két cau hinh
mong kia, con k& d6 thé nao thi danh nghe theo ménh troi thoi vay. Trac Moc Cuong Ba vira
ma1i lam xong, trong lwgng trén vai dot nhién tang 1én gdp may lan, ba ngudi nhw mot doan xe
Ilta, trirot ngdi xudng tan cung ctia dwong ham.

“Khon klep' RO rang da nghe thay toi bao dirng c6 xudng, thé tirc la chidc chan c6 co quan rbj,
vay ma van con mao hiém nhuw vay nira!” Trac Moc Cuong Ba co tot tinh dén may ciing khong
thé nhin noi, 1&n ti€c trach moéc cac thanh vién trong nhom.

Nhac Duong tring mat Ién nhin Truong Lap, giong day trach moc: Deu tai cdu c3, suyt chut
nita la lam Cuong Ba thi€u gia tuyét dwong con chau roi.” Hai ngwdi ap vao vach tuong truot
xuéng, thanh ra lai khng cham phai lwéi dao nao hét.

Truong Lap voi bién bach: “Sao lai trach toi, rd rang la cau xudng trwdc co ma, cdu khong
dap phai cai co quan 4y, nhitng ludi dao dé liéu cé bat ra lam dit day thirng hay khong ch&?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba 6m day mot bung titc, c6 diéu  cling khong mudn ling nhang mai véi hai
anh chang 1dm diéu nay, lién 14y thiét bi ra lién lac v&i Buong Man, bao cho c6 biét tam thoi ho
chua gap nguy hiém gi, nhung trong thong dao cé co quan, tot nhat 1a dirng co xuong voi, ct &
trén do doi may nguoi nhom lat ma A La téi da. Ké do, gd lai lién lac véi gido su Phu’crng Tan,
tlr vi tr cta gido sw Phuong Tan va lat ma A La, rd rang 1a da sap téi gian dai sanh mau vang
kim kia roi. Chi c6 Lir CAnh Nam va Ba Tang la da phat hién ra mot 16i di la, gior dang tham do.
Hon nira 16i di ma ho  phat hién ra do, hinh nhu ca nhom ngudi cua Ben ciing chwa phat hiénra,
bén trong van con giit dwoc nguyén ven trang thai may tram nim khong hé c6 nguwoi lai vang.

Thong dao bi mat ma Lir Canh Nam va Ba Tang di qua nghe néi con nguy hiém ky bi gdp boi,
noi chuyen qua thiét bi lién lac nhat thoi cling khé thé néi rd rang dwoc, Lir Canh Nam chi dan
do bon Trac Moc Cu'ong Ba nhanh chéng diéu tra rd 16i di bon ga phat hién, sau dé xem xem cé
thé lién hé va gidp d& gi nhau khong.

Trac Moc Cuong Ba a an nat trén dong ho, ché’m ditt cudc tranh luln tir ndy van chwa hé ngung
lai caa Tru'o'ng Lap va Nhac Dwong, doan néi: “T6i con chua néi cai g1, hai cau tranh cai gi ma
tranh cai? Bay gior chung ta hdy kiém tra ro tinh hinh dwéi nay trwdc, réi sau dé tim cach leo
1én trén kia.”

Con duong nay ndi lién véi Ong trwot hinh xoay 6c ma miy ngudi vira treot xuong, do vong
dwoi mat dat tuong ddi nhd, cao hon hai mét mot chut, Trac Moc Cudng Ba chi can vuon tay
1én la d3 cham téi dinh vom roi, chiéu rong dau chlrng ha1 ba met, di bén trong cam twong nhuw
dang buoc trong mot duong. ham thoi khong c6 kinh vdy. Ga cam thay con duwong nay hoi
giong 16i di hinh 6ng xwong & dia cung Ah Puch, noi ra ra vao vao ctia bon chudt khong 16,
khong khoi tham nhu: “O’ day chic 1a khong cé cai thir 4 ay chir nhi.”

bi dugc chirng muoi budc, phia trudc lién xuat hién 16i ré, ba nguoi dirng lai nhin quanh ngo
quat chi thay ca hai 161 déu c6 phan nhanh. Truong Lap khong ghim néi budt miéng thét Ién:
“Khoéng phai chit, mé cung ha?” Nhac Duwong “0” 1én mot tleng Trong nganh co quan hoc, hai vi
nhan huynh nay s¢ nhit chinh la mén mé cung, cai gi ma mé cung vong, mé cung vudng, mé



cung phap tran, mé cung lap thé... du la loai mé cung gi ciing khién ca hai dau vang mat hoa.
Thé nhung co nhan lai c* xép mé cung vao loai dé xay dung nhit ma hiéu qua lai cao nhat
trong co quan thuat. Cac loai mé cung, ching han nhw Ky mon don giap, Bat tran do, Mé hon
tran... déu tirng néi tiéng hién hach mot thoi, 1ap cong lon trén chién truong va con nhigu noi
khac. Trong co quan hoc, riéng kién thirc vé mé cung ldp nén han mot nganh chuyén biét.
Nhiing gi bon Trac Moc Cuong Ba da hoc va nam bit, c6 thé néi déu 1a nhitng kién thirc don
gian va tinh y&u nhat vé mé cung.

Trac Moc Cuwong Ba noi: “Khong giong, lam gi c6 mé cung nao ci di bon nam buoc da thay ré
nhanh roi, hon nita twdng & day déu tron nhan thé nay, chang gidng nhw c6 bé tri co quan c&
lén gi ca.”

Nhac Dwong 1am bam: “Ciing cin gi co quan c& lon chu, chi nhw cai vira nay... " Trwong Lap
vOi nhéo manh 1én lung anh chang mét cai, y bAo Nhac Dwong dirng c6 nhic chuyén vira ndy
1am gi nita.

Trac Moc Cwong Ba néi: “Ching ta di thém may bwdc niva xem thé nao, du sao ciing con hon
dirng mai & day.”

Khéng c6 may tinh cua gido sw Phwong Tan, di trong duong ham phan nhanh chang chit thé
nay dung la twong doi kho khan. May nguoi bon Trac Méc Cwong Ba ddnh diu diém dang ding
lai, sau d6 bat dau di vé phia trudec. Trong mé cung ma khong c6 ban do6, thi nén tuin theo
nguyén tic duwa phia trai. Py 1a mét nguyén tac rat co ban, chinh la di thé nao cling duorc,
nhung bao gi¢ cling phai bam sat vao burc twong bén trai, nhw vay thi tu dau chi cu6i van luon
tién lén phia truwdc. Néu nhw mé cung c6 dang thirc mot vong tuan hoan, thi ho di danh diu &
diém khdi dau, khi ndo quay lai day sé phat hién ra duoc ngay.

Luc nay, gido sw Phuong Tan va lat ma A La di téi gian phong chat day vai sanh strva xuong
nguoi chét, cling nhin thay ca 161 di chat hep kia. Gido sw Phu'o'ng Tan néi: “Pén noi r01 " doan
lien coi ba 16 xuong chudn bi di qua. Lat ma A La lién ngan lai: “Poi d3, dé tdi xem may cai vai
nay mot chut.”

Giong nhw Nhac Duong lic ndy, lat ma A La nhéc chiéc vai 1én, nhin cuc thit va chat 16ng bén
trong, anh mit hdp hay bat dinh. Gido sw Phwong Tan thiy thé bén hoi: “Bén trong c6 gi thé?”

Lat ma A La nhw nguoi bung tinh con mong, giat minh dap: “A, gl ha? 0, khong biét nita, ding
la ky quai that, nhiéu vai nhw vy, bén trong nay rot cudc la ngam thlr gi day nhi? Chup anh lai
da, roi chung ta nhanh qua xem bon Cwong Ba thiéu gia thé nao.” Miéng thi néi vay, nhung
trong long dng lai thAm kinh hai: “Troi dat, 16 nao day lai chinh 1a Thanh dan nam d6?”

Tt sau khi may tinh cla gido s Phwong Tan ghi lai dwoc rat nhiéu thong tin trong dia cung
Ah Puch, 1anh dao ctda t6 huin luyén ddc biét to ra rat hlrng thu voi phuwong thire ghi hinh nay.
Sau khi dll’O’C nhém nghién ctry cai tién, ‘may quay cua giao sw Phwong Tan da doi thanh loai
ong kinh c6 do phan giai cao, gan truc ti€p vao mat kinh cla ong, chi can keéo soi day truyen so
liéu trong ba 16 ra gin vao 1a cé thé dung duwoc ludn, lai c6 chirc nang quay chup dwéi nudec, con
may tinh xach tay dwoc giit trong ba 16, gidi phéng cho dbi tay tw do hoat dong.

Mé1i dugce khoang ba phit ma may nguoi bon Trac Moc Cuong Ba da di qua vo s6 dwong ré
nhanh, néu phai guong ép di theo tri nho, lic nay ho khang dinh la da lac dwong. Dot nhién,
chiéc dong ho trén co tay Nhac Dwong sang do 1én, bao co tin hiéu lién lac. Thi ra gido su
Phuwong Tan va lat ma A La da t6i noi, sau khi nghe buong Man ké lai moi chuyen lién lién lac
voi ba nguoi bén duéi. Nhac Duong tra 101 rang trwdc mat coi nhw van an toan, ca bon dang o
trong meé cung, bén dudi nay ngoai dwong ham ra thi chang phat hién dwoc gi khéc nita, néu
tim thiy gi sé lién lac voi bén trén sau. Gido su Phuong Tan va lat ma A La din do ba nguoi can
than, bon ho ciing phai & trén nay quan sat may tuwong Phat kia mot chut.

buong Man dan duong cho hai dng gia tham quan hét cd may gian sanh sau bon canh cira
chinh va b6n canh ctra ngach, cling xem ca nhiing co quan bén trong, roi gidao sw Phuong Tan
sap x€p lai cac tw liéu trong may tinh, cing Pwong Man thao lun nhiing gi hai ngudi trong



thay trong dong hoang tan d6 nat. Lat ma A La thi nhin cham cham vao pho twong Phat den
treo lo Itrng gitra khong trung, tam trang nang né ma phitc tap, nhd tham trong bung: “Pai HO
Phap than Ma Kha Ca La, Tri Thién Ho Phap than Kha Loi Dé Mau, bia Linh tén Na Ca, Pai
thanh Ty Na Da Ca, Pia Mau than Ca Loi... than Phat cdi troi déu tu tap ca vé day, khong thé sai
duoc, thit ching ta vira trong thdy... d6 1a rwou tél Chd ‘nay ding 13 Thanh dan ro6i! Ptirc Ma Hé
Thu La ton kinh van nang, xin hay tht tha cho ké toi do thanh kinh nay, chung con dén mudn
mat rdi, nhung ching con khong boé cudc, khong bao gio ngimg nd lwc dé Tu Tai Man Pa La
trung hlen quang minh.”

Gido sw Phwong Tan nhin man hinh may tinh roi noi vaoi Dlrong Man: “Thir gido 1y c6 xua
hodc c6 1é da bién mat nay, bon ho toan sung bai ta Phat va 4c ma. Chang han pho twong Phit
sat trén dau ching ta day, néu toi khong 1am, dé chic Ia bai Hac Thién (Mahakala) Pai Hic
Thién la mét trong nhitng vi than bao ho dvfo'c nhiéu nguoi biét dén nhit & Tay Tang. Tu’crng
truyen Pai Hic Thién da bi Quan Am thu phuc, c6 ltic con duoc coi 1a hoéa than Phin 0an ctia B6
T4t. Con birc twong hai con voi 6m 1dy nhau d6 chac la Pai Thanh Hoan Hi Thién, ngai thudng
xuat hién dwdi hinh twong chién than, con goi 1a Pai Thanh Thién, Thanh Thién. Hinh tuwong
hai vo chdng dau voi minh nguoi om nhau hop thé nay chinh Ia ban ton (hinh tuong that) cua
ngai. Nam Thién 1 con trai treong cua Dai Ty Tai Thién, la Dai Hoang than tan hai thé gioi; Nt
Thién la Quan Am héa ra, 6m chit ldy nhau nhu vay 1a d& Nam Thién hoan tdm, don nén con
hung bao xu6ng, vay nén goi la Hoan Hi Thién. Con birc tuong Phat nir ma chau cho 13 dang so
nhat dy c6 1& chinh la Quy T Mau trong truyen thuyet Quy Tw MAu con goi 1a Hoan Hi Mau,
t1eng Phan la Kha Loi P& Mau. Quy Ttr Mau von 1a mot vi c than trong Ba La Mon gido, chuyen
an 18 tré con & chon nhan gian, goi 1a Mau Da Xoa. Sau khi duoc Phat phap giao hoa, lién tro
thanh than ho phap chuyén trach bao veé tré con. Hai birc twong con lai thi toi khong nhan ra,
nhung qua ntra ciing 1a loai tuwgng Phat nay. Nhing vi than Phat nay sau khi quy hdi Phat giao
thi déu 1a Pai Ho6 Phap, Pai Kim Cwong, 1a cac than Phat chinh nghia chuyén trach tiéu diét ta
ma 4c dao, nhung nhirng bu'c twong duoc khac tac & day, rat rd rang déu thé hién hinh twong
trude khi quy y Phat gido cua ho, déu la dai hung than dai sat tinh, than Phat binh thuong déu
khong thé lam gi noi ho. Nhu'ng than Phat ma giao phal nay tho phung chinh 1a nhitng vi ta
Phat nay dé. Toi nghi, lat ma A La chic biét vé viéc nay nhiéu hon ching tbi diing khong, A La
dai su?”

Lat ma A La giat minh: “Gi ha?”
Pudng Man noéi: “Ong ké cho ching chau nghe vé lai lich nhitng twong Phat nay di, dai sw.”

Lat ma A La néi: “Nhitng twong Phat nay ha? Chac, nhing tuong Phat nay ha? Nhiing birc
twong nay déu xudt hién dudi dang twéng mao ban ton, chac [a thudc vé mot chi bén Ié cia Mat
tong Tay Tang. N01 dé&n Mat tong Tay Tang, chi e sé dai day, nhat thoi ta cling khong biét nén
noi tr dau nira.”

buong Man nghi ngoi mot thoang roi dap: “Vay dai sw dung noi chuyén nay voi, n6i chuyén
huyet tri di, tai sao khon dd mau vao ma cira cling mé ra dwoc vay? Cé phai may ngay trwédc
da c6 nguodi str dung huyét tri, nén né van gitt dwoc trang thai dé khong?”

Lat ma A La lac dau: “A, huyet tri cling c6 nhiéu loai khac nhau, treong hop nay khéng thé goi
1a huyét tri, né 1a bach tri.”

Puwong Man nhic lai: “Bach tri?”

Latma A La noi: “Um, bach trl khong can mau, chi cin dung nuwoc sach binh thuong la c6 thé
tac dong mé clra dwoc roi. Sau do ding nhw chau néi day, chi can lwong nwéc day du thi cé thé
dung may ngay lién.”

Dbuong Man chi vao mot canh ctra mé, noi: “Nhuwng ma, nhirng cai chung ta thay bén trong cac
can phong kia, khong phai la giong hét nhu huyét tri hay saoa?’

Lat ma A La mim cuoi dap: “Do6 chi la hinh thirc m6 phong théi. Dyavao y d6 clia canh clra da
nay suy doan, bén dwéi cé 1€ 1a hé théng nwéc thai ngdm, co quan ma miy ngwdoi Cwong Ba



thiéu gia nhac t¢1, ta nghi c6 1& chinh 1a dao cat.”

“bay hinh nhu la mot hé thong thoat nudc ngam " Trac MOc Cwong Ba cling dwa ra mot két
luan twong tu. Ga noi: Ducrng ham ¢ day rong rdi chang chit nhw mang nhén, bon vach lai tron
nhan thé nay, dung dé xt Iy nwéc thai rat hop, chic chin khong phaila mé cung dau.”

Nhac Dwong néi: “Toi ciing thay khong gidng mé cung lam. Chd nay mot 1a khong c6 co quan,
hai 1a khong c6 gi trang trf ca.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba cang thém chac chan hon vé suy luin ctia minh, gat dau néi: “U'm, khi
mua 16n nwoc dang 1€n, c6 1€ hon dao nay sé bi nhan chim, do'l khi nwéc rut di, sé nho hé thong
thoat bét nwdre. Tri tué cia c6 nhan dang 1a vo cung vo tan.”

Trwong Lap néi: “Vay nhirng 16i thong nay thong di dau ch&?”
Trac M6c Cwong Ba néi: “Ra bén ngoai dao, hoac la... day ho.”

Nhac Duong dé nghi: “Chung ta lai tro vé chd ban dau xem, dwoc khong? Ua, chdé danh diu
dau roi? Sao chang thay dau nita nhi?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba xem thit, qua nhién cho nay ndilién véi mot duong ham huong thang 1én
trén, nhung thong dao hinh nhw lai hot khac voi duong bon ho di xudng. Trac Moc Cuong Ba
noi: “Khong phai 16i ching ta di xuong, day la 161 thong tu chd khac xuéng, cac cau xem, day la
mot dwong ddc thang, khong co ré ngoat. Um? Bén trén c6 anh sang Kia, chic la ctra mé day,
chiing ta Ién trén xem sao nhi!”

Trwong Lap ban khoan: “Tron thé nay lam sao ma 1én?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba gidm glam chan noi: “Leo 1én chit con sao.” Lic nay long tin cua ga doi
voi giay hap lue da khoi phuc phin nao. Vira ndy trong lwc ba nguwdi con chiu noi, huéng ho gior
chi c6 mot nguoi.

Nhac Duong gat dau: “O, binh thuong it khi dung téi, khong ngdr da quén béng mit cai cong
nang nay roi. Leo 1én trén xem mot chut cling dwoc.”

Trwong Lap cadnh giac néi: “Can than lai cé lwdi dao bat ra nhw vira ndy day.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba néi: “T6i tinh toan roi, loai ludi dao dé dai _khong qua ba muoi centimet,
vlra ndy la truot xulng, gio neu chung ta di thang 1én, khong gidm vao khe hé& & giita thi ludi
dao dé khong gay nguy hai gi dau.”

Ba ngudi can trong de dat leo 1én duong ham tron tudn tudt, phia truwéc cé anh lira thip
thoang, chi chéc lat da & trong mot dong da. Chd nay va dai sanh ban niy hoan toan khac biét,
dwong nhw chila mot hang da duoc duc déo tho so, khong cé bat ctt trang tri gi, bén birc tudn
va tran van con lém chém, chinh gitta c6 mot pho twong da, miéng hang ba nguoi leo 1én o
ngay sau lu'ng tuwong. Trwong Lap va Nhac Dwong vong qua phia truéc twong Phat, roi hét
toang lén: “Oi cha, yéu nir 16ng dai!”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba di toi phia trudc tuong da, cling phai tham ngac nhién. Birc twgng da nay
khong hiéu 1a chua hoan thanh hay 1a c0 y tac nhuw vay, chi thay toan thin tran truong mang
dac diém cda nir gioi, song lai c6 16ng dai phtt khdp nguwdi, mat mii bi 16ng che kin, dén trudc
nguc tuong cling co 16ng dai, bao 1a mot con tinh tinh lén thi khong phal nguwoc lai co 1€ glong
voi mot cai reé cay hinh ngwoi hon. Trac Moc Cudng Ba 1o mo nhé lai cau chuyén vé Mao yéu
nit veong ma cha ga tung ké cho nghe hoi nhs, nhung trudc gio ga cling chwa bao gio trong
thiy birc tugng nao tuong tu nhuw thé nay, khong ro6 day co phai la Mao yéu nit vwong hay
khong nira. Trén ban té trwdc mat bure twong Phat la mot twong xac nguoi, dwdi chan co6 ba ac
quy, bén canh c6 mot ac quy nira, déu gio tay, chan, than thé cua xac chét 1én ha miéng dinh
can, con tay phai tuwong da gio trai tim ngwoi 1én qua miéng nhuw muén 3n, tay trai cAm mot thi
giong nhw hon da cudi dat vao 16ng nguc nguwdi nam trén ban.

Ba nguwoi di mot vong quanh hang da, khong tim thiy co quan gi, cling khéng thiy 16i di nao



khac, cdm thay hét sirc ky quai. Tai sao lai 1a mot cai dong da hoan toan bit kin, chi thong véi
161 thoat nwéc ngam chit? Song tim ki€m khap ca hang, cudi cuing ciing khong thu hoach dugc
gl, ba nguoi danh chudn bi theo duong cii trd lai. Pén ctra duwong ham, Trac Moc Cuong Ba
bong dirng phat lai, n6i: “Bén trong c6 nguoi.”



Pa Cat biét Bat

Truong Lap vira méi nhin qua twong hung Phat, tim da dap thinh thich khéng théi, Trac Moc
Cuong Ba lai con dot nhlen budng ra mot cau bén trong cb ngudi, 1ap tirc lam anh chang giat
thét ca minh, voi héi: “Cai gi? O dau c6 ngudi co?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba ra hiéu cho moi nguoi khong lén tleng, nghiéng tai ling nghe, chi thiy
bén trong hang da kin mit tréng huéch hoac ‘nay qua nhién c6 nhitng am thanh ky di vang lén,
tua nhw tleng gi go dap, deu ddan ma c6 tiét tau, cham nhanh manh nhe lién tuc thay d01 ho1i xa
xdm va yéu 0t, khong chu y ling nghe thi hoan toan khong thé phat hlen ra duoc, c6 ve nhu
phatra tir mot goc hang da, nhung lai khong thé phan biét dwoc chinh xac ¢ dau, cr Ilhll’ ca bon
vach hang déu dang phat ra tiéng dong Trac Moc Cu*ong Ba lanh giong thi thim: “Am thanh
vira ndy t6i nghe thay khong phai thé nay, hinh nhw 13 c6 ngudi dang kéu ciru, ma con bang
tiéng Tang co nira.”

Truwong Lap va Nhac Dwong lam b khoa truwong om lay nhau, dong thanh thét Ién: “Cuong
Ba thiéu gia, anh dirng c6 ma doa ching tbi ddy, chang 1& & day c6 ma?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba vung tay 1én, ndi: “Tim lai xem, néi khong chung ¢ dau do6 c6 co quan da
bi chiing ta so' ¥ bé qua. Cai hang nay khong thé nao khong c6 16i ra vao duoc.”

“Pao catla gi a?” Pwong Man van chua hiéu.

Latma A La glal thich: “Hon d4o nay nam & giita ho, néu nwoc ho6 dang 1én nhan chim, toan
bo kién tric ngam du¢ilong dat sé bi ngam trong nwoc, vi vy & tang dwdi nay méi c6 mot loai
Bach tri hé gap nwédc la mé ra. Nhung néu nwoc x06i ra cudn theo nhitng vat thé lon, chang han
nhw man che, phuon trong dai dién, ban tho va mot s6 tap vat khac, 1am tac 16i thoat nwéc thi
sao? Luc do, 6i thong hinh loa kén va dao cit bén trong lién phat huy tac dung, cit nhitng vat
thé 16m thanh miéng nhd, khoi thong hé thong thoat nudc thai ngam Cac ludi dao thinh hnh
bat ra nhw c6 10 xo, sau mot khoang thoi gian lai dot nhién rut vé, roi bat ra, lién tuc bam cat.”

Puong Man ngac nhién thdt 1én: “That 1a khéo 1éo, khong thé nao tin ndi.”

Latma A La diém dam noéi: “Pay chinh 12 tri tué tich liiy tir thuc tién lao dong va doi s6ng cda
c6 nhan d6.”

Ba nguo1i lai no6i chuyén phlem mot luc, lat ma A La ké mot s6 chuyén lién quan tdi cac than
Phat cia Mat glao roi néi: “A, khong hiéu may ngwdi Cudng Ba thidu gia gi¢r ra sao roi, thirlién
lac véi ho xem.

Gido sw Phwong Tan lai lién lac v&éi nhom ctia Trac Moc Cwong Ba. Ba nguoi bon ho luc nay
dang bdi tung hang da kin kia Ién dé tim co quan hay duong ngam chi vi Trac Moc Cu'cyng Ba
cho rang bén trong c6 nguoi. Trac Moc Cuong Ba ta lai burc twong yéu nit 16ng dai ma bon gi
thdy & day cho gido su Phwrong Tan nghe. Lat ma A La lai thém mot phen chin dong trong long,
thdm nhu: “Pa Chi Ni b6 Héa Than Mau, troi oi, & day rot cudc con bao nhiéu bi mat nita?
Khong ngo chung ta lai hoan toan khong hay biét gl ve su ton tai cia Thanh dan noi day, ding
1a khong thé tudng twong noi, dung 1a khong thé twdng twong noi!”

Nghi doan, 6ng lién néi: “Xuéng dé di, & day con rat nhiéu thir ching ta chwa hé hay biét.”

Puong Man 16 vé do du: “Nhung ma, dao cit trong 16i thong nay khong phai riat nguy hiém
hay sao?”

Lat ma A La mim cuoi: “Ctt di theo ta, khdng c6 van dé gi dau.”

Gido su Phuwong Tan ciling muon xuong tham do tir dau, lién vui vé déng y. Vay la ba nguoi
lién cung nhau trieot xuéng hé thong nwdc thai bén duédi.

Trac Moc Cuong Ba va hai ngudi Trwong Lap, Nhac Duong lai tim kiém khap hang da thém
mot lwot nita, song vin khong phat hién ra co quan hay dudng ngdm nao, mé hoi dam dia wét



dam nguoi. Nhac Dwong tho phao nhe nhom noéi: “Toi da bdo 1a khéng c6 ma, 1an nay thi ching
ta c6 thé yén tim di dwoc chwa.”

Loi vira moé1i durt, hen nghe bon vach twcrng co tleng ong ong vang dong. Am thanh yéu 6t kia
that glong nhw dang c6 nguoi kéu 1én: “Clru mang!” hon nita con 1a tleng Tang c6. Nhac Duwong
lai con nghe ra dwoc, d6 1a tiéng ctia mot nguoi dan ong, sac mat lap tic tai dai di. Hang da von
trong hoac trong ho am thanh vang 1én qua bat ngd. Anh mit ba ngwoi dan tap trung ca vao
birc twong Phat cao nam met ¢ gitra. C6 phai birc twong nay vira hét 1én? Hay 1a ngwoi dan dng
nam trén ban kia? Hay 1a bon con quy? Trwong Lap, Nhac Duong cang thém nghi hodc, khong
hiéu c6 phal da dung phai yéu tinh ngan nam gi dé roi hay khong? Khong thi tai sao lai néi
tiéng Tang cb co chv?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba dot nhién v6 dui danh dét mot tiéng: “0i cha, chiing ta ngu that!” Truwong
Lap, Nhac Dwong lai giat th6t minh, nhay nguoc vé phia sau mot buéc.

Trac Moc Cwong Ba noi: “Twong da! La twong da chir con gi niva! Chung ta tim co quan khap
noi, ma sao lai bo qua cai & lu Iu tredc mat thé nay!” Ga budc len cai bé tron hinh ang may, dén
bén duéi chd ngoi cia nir Phat 16ng dai, chi vao khe ho nho noi: “Birc twong da nay chac chan la
c6 thé di dong, diy nay, vira ro rang lai vira don gidn, viy ma ching ta déu khong nghi téi.”

Ba nguoi lién hop strc lai day tuong Phat ra, khong ngo n6 nhe hon han so véi ho tu'(rng, xem
ra bén trong chua chic da dic rudt. Qua nhlen bén dwdi bé ngdi ciia birc twong 16 ra mot vach
ngan vudng van moi bé khoang mot met, mo vach ngan ra, bén dudi hoa ra la mot ho nuér,
day nuéc trong vit, & gitra coO mot thir trong nhw cai bé da nhd cao 1én khdi mat nuworc, nhwng
bén trén khong c6 nguoi. Trucmg Lap tho dau quan sat, duoi nuoc cling thay cé bong nguoi
nao dau, anh chang dang nghi than nghi quy, dot nhién t&r trong lan nudc nho 1én mot cai dau
toc tai bu xu, mdt may bot bat, Trwong Lap lap tlrc giat nay nguoi nga ngua ra dang sau. Cai
dau do vung Vay manh, bot nwéc bin L tung toe, mot gwong mat vudng van, mat to may ram,
mili vudng moi day xuat hién tru'o'c mdt may nguoi bon Trac Moc Cwong Ba, phun ra mot bung
nuéc, nhanh nhenleo 1én b, néi: “Coi nhw duoc ctru roi.”

Vira nghe anh ta cit tleng, ca ba lién tirc khac hiéu ra ngay, day la nguoi & thon Cong Bo, tleng
clru mang ban nay phat am glong nhu tiéng Tang c6, nhung ciu sau lai la th ngir Am ky quai
nam & gitra tié€ng Tang cb va tiéng Tang hién dai thoi ky dau Nglrm nay nho bé la thuong,
chiéu cao chwa dwoc mét rudi, tir chi nho, da ngam den, con cai dau lai to twéng ra, dwng trudrce
mat Trac Moc Clrcmg Ba, trong cir nhu mot dira nho chau Phi suy dinh dudng vay, chic tai
ngam nuwéc qua lau, nén than thé 4nh 1én mot thir sic trang khong tw nhién cua thit rira. Ngum
nay mac o Phé Lo, di v ung ong cao, hong budc day lung Pho L6, giat mot con dao di rung, co tay
deo chudi hat B6 de trudc ngue c6 mot chudi Phat chau bang ma nao, chinh gitra 1a mot vién
ma ndo hinh thoi c6 hoa vin den trang. Trac Moc Cudng Ba vira nhin da nhan ra ngay [a That
Nhan thach.

Nguei kia vung vay ldc nuéce trén diu vang ra, tw gidi thiéu bang giong kiéu ngao va tu hao:
“Toi la Pa Cat, cdm on cac vi da ciru mang.”

“Pa Cat? Anh la Pa Cat biét Bat?” Trac Moc Cwong Ba hoéi nhw vdy, lam Nhac Duong va
Truong Lap déu gidt minh ngac nhién. Truwdc dé hai nguoi va Trac Moc Cwong Ba déu nghi
giong nhau, da la tho san gioi nhdt thon Cong B6, chac chan 1a phai cao 16n khoi vi, lwc lwdong
nhw bo mong, 1am sao anh chang nho con loat chojt nay lai la ba Cat biét Bat du'crc7"

Khong ngo, anh chang nho con kia lai hién ngang ngang dau 1én dap loi: "Dlng vay, sao anh
biét tén toi thé? Toi rat cdm on cac anh dd clru mang, nhung... cac anh 1 ai? Tai sao lai d&n chd
nay? Con nita, sao cac anh biét néi ngoén ngir nay?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba dap: “Na Tham dwa ching toi téi day.” Ké d6 ga lai néi véi Da Cat nhitng
16 Na Tham nhé chuyén gidp.

Pa Cat ha héc mleng, hai mat sang ngoi l1én, nhw thé nwdc mat sap trao ra dén noi, hoi lau
sau mai cat tiéng: “Na Tham, 6i, troi xanh oi! Dirc Phit van nang oi! Cam ta Nguoi da ban cho



con hanh phuc nay' Trong doi Pa Cat biét Bit, khong ngo c6 thé cung luc gap dwoc hai vi
Thanh st dai nhan Anh ta lai hoan hi chay t6i quy lay trwéc birc twong Phat ni 16ng dai,
miéng 1am bam: “Khong Hanh Mau dai nhan twr bi, con xin dwgc cam ta cac than Phat chén
Thién gidi da chleu co, con mudn cadm ta, mudn dung linh hon trong sach nhit ctia minh tiép
nhan sw do hoa cua Nguoi.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba va Nhac Duong, Truong Lap lay lam kinh ngac, Khong Hanh MAu thi bon
ho déu biét, d6 1a mot trong nhitng vi Phat tr bi co tleng & Tay Tang, ctru khé cilru nan glong
nhuw Quan Thé Am bb tat vay, twong Khong Hanh Mau & day sao lai tac ra hinh dang thé nay
cho duwoc?

ThAiy Da Cat ding 1én, Truwong Lap lién hdi: “Cai ndy, sao cac anh lai goi 1a Khong Hanh Mau
dai nhan?”

ba Cat ngac nhién hoi: “Pay chinh la Khéng Hanh MAu dai nhan ma, sao vay? Thanh st dai
nhan c6 phap danh khac dé goi Nguoi a?”

“Thénh s” Trac Moc Cuwdng Ba ban than ciing khong tinh thong Phat hoc cho 1dm, vdi noi:
“Um... khéng co6.”

Da Cat noi: “Thanh st dai nhan, ngai dung la Thanh st dai nhan that r01 "’ No6i doan, lién L quy
xuong trudc mat Trac Moc Cudong Ba. Nhac Dwong dirng canh néi: “Lai con khong phai nita 3,
ba vi trwong 130 clia cac anh da néi roi, day chinh 1a Thanh st dai nhan. Nhung lam sao anh
biét anh 4y chinh 1a Thanh st thé?”

ba Cat dap: “Khong co nguoi Cong Bo ching toi dan duwong, mudn dén dwoc day khong dé
dang chut nao dau, go dia, khe bo cap, nii ran, thung ling nguoi chét, thung lung chwdng khi,
dam den, d6 déu la nhu'ng noi nguoi thwong khong thé vuot qua duorc. Muén tim Canh cura
Sinh menh lai kho cang thém kho, c6 Na Tham dan dwong, lai vao duoc Canh cira Sinh ménh,
vay thi chi cé Thanh st dai nhan ma thoi.”

ba Cat quy duoi dat, dot nhién lay tay lan khap nguoi tim ki€m thir gi d6, cuoi cung cling moc
trong lan 4o wot sling ra mot vat mau do to bang cai ctic 4o, hai tay dang 1én qua dau cung kinh
ndi: “Pa Cat toi da thé rdng, ai ctiru t6i khoi Hoi Ha dia nguc thi sé tang vién Trich Huyét hong
thach nay cho nguwoi ay; khong ngo lai chinh la Thanh st dai nhan ngai giai ctru Da Cat ra khoi
dia nguc, xem ra ding 13 troi cao c6 phap nhin, than thong quang dai, xin Thanh st dai nhan
ti€p nhan.”

Trac Moc Cueorng Ba mim cwdi ndi: “Sao toi lai 1dy do ctia anh dwoc?”

Pa Cat lién cudng cudng néi: “Vién Trich Huyét hong thach nay von la thanh vat cudi cung o
day, Pa Cat liéu chét trong Thu Kiém dia nguc méi Idy dwoc dé dang 1én cho Thanh st dai
nhan. ba Cat git vat nay bén ngum tirc 1a da dai bat kinh véi Troi d6!” N6i dit 1o, khong ngoy
anh ta con dap dau “bdp bop” xudéng dat nita.

Trac Moc Cuong Ba thay ba Cat kién quyet nhuw vay, dau dap xuong nén da ma phat ra tleng
nhuw thé, néu con dap t1ep nita e sé chdy mau mat, danh mién cwdng nhdn lay, cam lén quan sat,
khong ngo lai la mot vién hong ngoc khong chit ti vét, tron nhuw cai khuy ao. Trac Moc Cuong
Ba ap vien ngoc sat nguoi, to y ton kinh, bay gior Pa Cat méi mirng r& dirng 1én. Truong Lap,
Nhac Dwong cam vién hong ngoc quan sat ky ludng, chi thay long lanh trong sudt, do nhw giot
mau, biét chic chin 1a do t6t, song rot cudc 1a tot thé nao thi ca hai nguoi déu khong noi ra
duor.

Trac Moc Cwong Ba héi: “Vién ngoc nay anh tim dwoc & dau vay?”

Pa Cat dap: “Thu Kiém dia nguc, 14 cidy nhw kiém, gié thoi 14 rung, kiém dam khap nguoi,
cham tay tay giy, cham chan chan lia, than thé dau mat, khong sao thoat nan.”

Trac Moc Cuwong Ba nghe chi hiéu lo mo, nhung ga biét, Thu Kiém dia nguc ma ba Cat néi
chdc chan 1a co quan, xem ra bén trong van con nhitng noi bon ga chwa phat hién ra, nghi doan



lién noi: “Pwa ching t6i tdi d6 xem xem.”

Pa Cat néi: “Xin tudn 1énh.” Anh ta khéng xudng 16i thoat nwéc, ma quay ngudi lai di ra chod
cai ho.

Trac Moc Cwong Ba dwa miat quan sat hé nuérc, néi ra cling that ky la, sau khi twong Khong

Hanh Mau dwoc doi di, muc nuwéc trong ho khong ngo lai cham cham rut xuong, dé 10 ra nhirng
bac thang. Trac Mdc Cudng Ba hdi: “Sao anh lai bi nhét trong hd nwérc nay?”

ba Cat da nhay xuong dwéi, nwée lac nay da rat di gan hét, khong wot ca giay, anh ta do du
mot 1t roi méi tra loi: * Chuyen nay, c 1€ la tai tdi chuwa hoan thanh chtc trach ctia minh, hoac
c6 1€ vi toi da 1am trai loi rdn cda to tién, mot minh di vao Canh ctra Sinh ménh, nén Thanh str
da phat t6i tinh than tay trir moi 16i Iam trong At Ca tri ciing nén. Toi Von da lay dwoc Trich
Huyé&t hong thach chuin bi dang 1én cho Thanh st, nhung ho lai bo t6i doi & day...”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba nhay Xuong theo Pa Cat, thay bon vach déu am u'(rt nhung trén noc van
kho rdo, doan rang lic trudc & day ciing khong cé nwérc, dong thoi hai: “Thanh s ma anh noi,
c6 phai ngudi anh dan téi day phai khong?”

ba Cat biét Bat bwdrc xudng bac thang: “Vang, Thanh st ngai iy...”

Truong Lap va Nhac Duong trudc sau nhdy xuong. Nhac Duong phi phi néi: “Thanh véi
chdng st cai gi, bon ching muoén glet anh ddy! Bon chting dén lic nao? Pa 1dy gi & day di roi?
Gio chung ¢ dau?” Anh dua mat liéc sang phia Trac Mdc Cuong Ba mot cai, hai nguoi déu h1eu
rd trong long, dam nguoi cua Merkin vi s¢g ba Cat tiét 16 hwdng di cha chung, nén da nay y
muodn giét nguoi diét khau.

Nuéc ngap khong qua dau goi, Pa Cat & bac thang phia dwdi néi 1én: “To6i doi trong At Ca tri
khong biét bao nhiéu lau nita, Thanh st kia da lay di b6 Tt phap truong dé khai mé Thién tha
Phat, gior chac da dén lanh dla ctia Twong Hing virong roi.”

“Twong Hung vwong?” Trac Moc Cwong Ba, Truong Lap va Nhac Dwong dwa mat nhin nhau,
cung dong thanh thét 1én: “C6 Cach?”

ba Cat gat dau: “Vi Thanh st dai nhan kla cling ndi y nhw vay. Thuc ra, nhw cac vi truedng lao
noi, C6 Cach vieong von la nguoi dén sau...

Truwong Lap gat dau: “Sao bon ching lai di C6 Cach? Phai chang bon chiing biét diéu gi ma
ching ta chwa biét?”

Da Cat lai noi: “Vi ngwoi Cong B0 ching t6i doi doi bao vé ba noi thanh dia - Canh ctra Sinh
ménh, mé& ra con duong tim dén Hy vong; Bao Huyen Khong tw, tim thay Phap mon chi 16i vao;
cubi cung sé dén dwoc mién cuc lac Hrong Ba La, tat cd moi phién nio sé tan bién, chiing smh
chuyén tam tu hanh, dé duogc vang sinh. Co Cach vuong phat hién ra Pado Huyén Khong tw cua
chung t6i, ngd la than tich, vi vay da doi do dén d6, xay cung dién bén trén, cho 1a bi bdo.”

Nhac Dwong nghe ma nhw nguoi di gitta ddm swong mu, hoi: “Thé la y gi?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba noi: “Co nghia la, & Co6 Cach c6 mot ngodi chua goi la bao Huyén Khong tu,
cling la thanh dia giéng nhw Canh ctra Sinh ménh nay, noi dé c6 Phap mén din dén Huong Ba
La; Phap mén, chinh 1a chi...

“Ban do!” Trwong Lap reo Ién.

“Vay thi Hrong Ba La chinh la noi c¢6 Bac Ba La than miéu roi, 1é nao noi chiing ta van tim
ki€m chinh 1a Hwrong Ba La? Huong Ba La trong truyén thuyet7" Ca Nhac Dwong ciing kinh
ngac thét Ién.

Trac Moc Cwong Ba ndi: “Mau lién lac véi dai sw va thiy gido, xem bon ho ¢ thé dén hoi hop
v@i chung ta khong, bao la c6 phat hién lon.”

Nhac Dwong lién lién lac véi may ngwoi nhdom cda gido sw Phwong Téan. Pa Cat chi tAm vach



ngan trén dau néi: “Bén trén cling c6 vat nang, nhung cam glac khong ning lam, vira nay mot
minh Pa Cat ciing dich chuyén dworc, chi thiu chit nita la mé ra roi.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba gio tay day 1én, biét bén ngoai co vat nang de xuong, lién goi Trwong Lap
lai giup. Ba nguoi cung van sic day, 14t nhao thir & bén trén, chi nghe tiéng luc cuc khong ngot,
cudi cung tam vach ngan ciing dwgc mé ra. May nguoi buéc vao gian dai sanh phia trén, & day
cling c6 mot pho twong Phat, trong kha glong voi twong Bat Ti Kim Cwong dang ng01 tay trai
cam mot thanh kiém hai ludi, tay phai cam mot thi ' giong nhu ddy thung, ba con mat tron lén,
rang nanh nhe ra, twéng mao phan nd, sau lung la vang Phat quang hinh ngon Itra, bén canh cé
hai dong t& dang dirng, thir chan lén tam vach ngan la ba cai don bang da, gio da lan 16ng 16¢ ra
xa. Gian sanh nay c6 bon canh ctra mé&, lam theo hinh twong cta Phat, bén ngoai ctra lai c6 ctra
nita, khong hi€u 1a bao nhiéu ting 16p.

ba Cat quy xuong bai lay: “Thanh s niém thap tt cin ban an, chin ngbn chq, tién vé vang
sinh, dep moi tai chwcrng niém dit, lién quay dau lai nhin Trac M6c Cwong Ba, ban khoan

khong hi€u sao vi Thanh st nay lai khén quy bai ban ton[—) Théy vé hoang mang trén madt ga,
anh ta bén tham nht khong hiéu co phai Vl ban tdn & day khac véi noi khac, nén Thanh st
khong nhin ra hay khong, lién v6i gidi thich: “Pay la Bit POng ban ton, Thanh s dai nhan.”

Trac Méc Cuong Ba “rm” mot tiéng, tham nhu: “Mac ké bat dong hay di dong, tém lai la binh
phap da viét, dich bat dong, ta bat dong.”

ba Cat thoang 16 vé thwong tim, vi Bat POng ban ton nay chinh la dai ban ton dwgc sung bai
nhat, Trung Uong Minh Vuong trong Ngii Phwong Dai Minh Vwong, vay ma Thanh st dai nhan
nay dchrng nhuw lai khong biét dén vay. Truong Lap thay thé lién noi bang tiéng pho thong “Vi
than nay cling ra hinh ra dang day, dep trai hon may cai lic niy nhiéu, ndo, bai thi bai.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba gio moi co phan tng, voi noi: “U'm, ddng, bai thi bai.” Noi r01 liEn mo
phong theo tw thé cta Pa Cat, quy bai Bat Pong Minh Vuong, ba Cat thiy thé mo'l no mot nu
cuoi, vui vé twa nhw dira tré du'O'c nguoi 1on cho keo vay. Trac Moc Cuong Ba hoi: “Da Cat, noi
anh dlnh dwa chiing t6i dén con xa nita khong?”

Pa Cat di trwdc nodi: “Thinh xong Ngii Pai Minh Vwong, Ngii Pai Hw Khong Tang B6 Tat la
dén.”

Co nguoi dan dwong, tw nhién 13 khong can phai vao ting gian Phat dién mot. Bon ho con
thay may pho tuong khac nita, c6 pho toan than xanh den, twéng mao gidn dit, sdu mdt sau tay
sau chan, ng6i trén mot con trau, lung deo ngon Itra hirng hue chay, tay cam cac loai vii khi nhu
kich, cung, roi, ki€ém, tén, gdy, ba Cat goi 1a Uy Dirc T6n Gia; c6 pho mau xanh, dau dm mii ngoc,
toc dung du‘ng nhw ngon Itra, c6 ba mat, twéng mao gian du* rang nanh chia ra ngoai, tay phal
cam mot miii kich ba ludi, canh tay cong lai, tay trai cam ba cai chuy, xung quanh minh c6 Ira
chay, ngoi trén don da, Pa Cat goi day la Glang Tam Thé Ton Gia; c6 twong Phat cudi chim
cong, than mau do, ban tay phai dung 1én, ngon tro gap lai, ngon giita, gitt mot chiéc phat tran
trang, tay trai lat ngtra dat trén bung, cam dda hoa sen dd, trén hoa sen co hat chau mau xanh,
Pa Cat goi la Hong Lién Hu Khong Bo Tat; con c6 mot twong Phat trang, dau doi ba 1o6p mi, sau
gay c6 khay bach ngoc hinh tron, tay trai cam méc cau, tay phai cAm hop bau diy nap hoa nim
canh, Pa Cat goi la Phap Hw Khong Bo Tat.

Cac twong Phat ¢ day déu c6 ba mat, hodc mot mit, hodc ba mit sau tay, hodc bon mat tdm
tay, bon mat bén tay, twong mao phan nd, chan dao thi thé yéu ma, phuc quai sat nhan ba
nguoi cang nhin lai cang kinh ngac, dong thO’l cling déu y thitc dwoc nhu*ng gl ton gido co xwa
nay sung bai khong phai la thit ho c6 thé 1y giai duorc.

Buéc dén gian dién cudi cung, Pa Cat dirng lai, nhin cadnh cta bén trai birc twong Phat, cui
dau khong néi gi, dwdng nhw dang do du.

bai dién cao lon rong rai, anh ltra bap bung, bon bé trong khong, ngoai tiéng bwdc chan lao
xao clia bén  nguwoi ra, déu tinh mich nhw to, chinh gitra gian c6 mot birc twong gian di. Twong
Phat nay mau thit, dau doi mii c6 bay con rin, tay cdm kiém nhw dang chwc nuét vao, than



klem c6 mot con ran cudn tron, phia trén con mat thit ba & chinh gitra c6 goc canh, sau lung c6
quang Itta, trén minh deo bay chiéc mdt quy, nguc mot chiéc, bung hai chiéc, hai vai va hai goi
mdi noi hai chiéc, ngoai hai mat quy & vai héa thanh hinh du rén le lwdi, nam mat quy con lai
déu van veo xoan Xuyt nhw sap chay, hinh dang quai dan ghé ron. Truong Lap va Nhac Dwong
nht thim trong bung: “Pay 1a than Phat gi day? Sao ma ta ac thé?”



? N =/
Co quan cua Mat giao (1)
ba Cat noi: “Phia trudc chinh 1a Kiém Thu dia nguc réi, noi nay cuc ky nguy hiém, Pa Cat hai

thap tlr nhit sinh méi x6ng qua duoc day, nhu'ng thue sw1a Pa Cat khong biét phai lam thé nao
ma&i dwa dwoc Thanh st dai nhan qua dau.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba mim cuwoi néi: “Chuyén nay khong can phai lo lang Qua day la dén phai
khong? Viy anh hay ké lai tinh hinh ltc d6 cho tbi xem, sau d6 ching t6i sé tw khic c6 cach.”

ba Cat néi: “Vira budc vao la gdp ngay tén bay loan xa, toi chi biét né tranh, nao cé kip nhin
ro thw gi dau, doc duwong vira lan vira chay, bén trong hinh chiéc hd 16, trén tuong co rat nhiéu
miii dinh nhé 1én, con c6 ca chit nita, chinh gitta c6 dai hoa bau, trén dai c6 mo, vién Trlch
Huyét hong thach nay chinh 1a 1dy & bén trong mo Ay ra, luc di ra thi khong c6 tén bin nira.”

Trac Moc Cuwdng Ba dwa mat nhin Trwong Lap, Nhac Dwong, réi lai nhin vé phia bon ho sap
phai di qua. D6 1a mét gian sanh hinh chit nhat, ¢ gitra la 16i di, hai bén déu 1a bé dé do cing cao
hon mat dat ching mot mét, bén trén dang 18 phai c6 tuwong Phat, chubng, binh bat, mé gb...,
nhung gio ciing deu trong hodac c3, con & chinh dién chi c6 mot canh ctta nho cao ba mét, chd

tuong phia trén canh ctra khic mot chit Van, san nha thi lat bang da phién, trén mdi vién déu
khac mot ky hiéu.

Trwong Lap noi: “Chdt bay & dudi san nha, gidm 1én 1a khé&i dong co quan. Nhitng ky hiéu nay
déu la Phan van, chi tiéc 1a ching ta khong doc dwoc.”

Nhac Dwong néi: “U'm, hai bén twong cé rat nhiéu ranh, chic 1a tén ban tir twong da ma
khong trung ai sé roi nguwoc vao vach twong bén kia.”

Truong Lap lai ngang dAu ndi: “Tran nha x4y cao thé nay, chac la khéng c6 thi gi roi tir bén
trén xuéng dau nhi.”

Nhac Dwong néi: “Gian phong nay nhiéu 1dm ciing chang hon dwoc hai chuc mét, c6 co quan
thi xdng qua cling dwgc ma.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba noi: “Vay dwoc, ching ta thir xem sao.” Trac Moc Cuong Ba ding phia
truedc tim da lat san, xem nhing chir 'Phan béo gay bit nhat, trong giong nhitng con sau van
veo, tirc thoi ciing khong biét nén giam vao vién nao, thr dwa mot chan lén trudc do, thay
khong c6 gi khac biét, moi gidm han xuong, sau doé bwoc di nhw binh _thuong. Trwong Lap,
Nhac Duong thi buéc theo sau g4, cling giam 1én nhirng vién da g da giam. ba Cat chang hiéu
mo té gi, cling bi yéu ciu lam nhuw vay.

Bon nguoi do dim tirg bwdc mot, d€n canh clra & phia bén kia 16i di, chi thay hinh dang
nhing vién da lat san trong can phong hinh tron nay khong theo mot quy tac ndo ca, hoan toan
khac v&i hinh canh cay & phia bén nay, song ting vién van déu c6 khic Phan vin.

Trac Moc Cuong Ba budc qua canh ctra chi Van thé phao nhe nhom néi: “Khong hiéu tai
may man hay vi co quan d3 mat tac dung réi niva.”

Truwong Lap lén tleng “Um, co quan can dong luwc, xem ra Pa Cat x6ng vao lan trwdc da lam
tiéu hao hét dong lwc cia co quan nay roi.”

Vira di qua canh ctra, Pa Cat da cho la khong con nguy hiém gl nita, lién nhay ra gitra can
phong hinh tron chi vao cai mo trén bé cao: “Chinh lIa & Cho nay, toi l1ay Trich Huyét hong
thach ¢ day nay.’ " Mdy nguoi bon Tréc Moc Cuwong Ba muon ngan anh ta lai nhung da muon,
cling may ma anh ta khong hé c¢6 hanh dong gi bat thuwong.

Trac Moc Cuong Ba giam gidm chan, d4 l1at san bén dwdi rat chic chan, ga lai bwdc thém hai
bwdc nira, gang stc men theo nhirng noi Ba Cat vira nhay qua ma tién lén. Trwong Lap va Nhac
Dwong cling tham nghi da l1at san ¢ ddy hinh dang nhw thé nay, chic chan muoi muoi la cé van
dé. Moi nguoi 1én trén bé cao, gio méi nhin ro toan canh gian phong, qua nhién l1a cé hinh chiéc



ho 16, chinh gitra mai vom c6 mo6t 16 nho, bén trén lai xay mot hinh ciu lén trén, phan dinh hinh
cau bén trén nhd dan khong nhin rd 1a c6 16 nita hay khong Nhiing chit Da Cat noi, chinh la
khac trén twong cla hinh ciu nhé & trén, 4nh sdng mo mit, cong voi chir viét trén dé qué nhs,
kh6 ma nhin cho ré6 dwoc. Trac Mdoc Cwong Ba lay 6 ong nhom dién ti ra, Nhac Dwong gio dén
pha lén, ngira dau quan sat, 1dm bam noéi: “Con dé, 1a tiéng Tang cd.”

Trwong Lap néi: “Viét gi vay?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba Idm bam: “Quy... quy vu kim... nguu, hong Pai hong... lién diéu, Van...
Thu... B Tat, cam . cAm dong thly trwéc nguc... mé... mé ra Vo Lwong Minh? Pay 1a y gi? Hai
cau xem thtr xem.”

Trwong Lap don 1dy chiéc 6ng nhom, 1dm b4dm néi: “Dich theo chir thi chac 1a nhw vay diy,
khong sai dau.”

Nhac Duong dwa den pha cho Trac Moc Cuong Ba, noi: “PE t6i xem nao.” Anh chang nhin mét
lic 1au, cudi cung cling chang nhin ra dwoc manh méi ndo, cac chit thi déu blet hét, nhung ghép
lai thi la1 khong h1eu la y gi. ba Cat hoan toan khéng hay biét gl vé thir san pham cong nghé
hién dai nay, nghe néi ding né cé thé nhin thay nhitng noi Xa ma mat thuong khong thay duorc,
lien 14y lam hing thd. Nhac Duwong beén chi cho anh ta cach str dung ong nhom. Pa Cat mirng r&
nhuw dira tré dwoc mén do choi maéi vay.

Trac Moc Cuong Ba tho dai ndi: “Cha, xem ra ching ta khong thé hiéu dwgc y nghia cda
nhitng dong nay roi, danh doi nhém clia gido s Phwong Tan dén coi sao vay.”

Loi con chuwa dut, da nghe giong glao st Phuwong Tan vang 1én bén ngoai: “0? Pay 1a Phat gi
vay? Pai sir A La, dai sw lai ma xem nay.’

Trac Moc Cuong Ba kéu Ién: “Thay gido, thay gido, chung toi ¢ trong day, moi nguoi Vao di,
cin thin co quan duoi nén nha, ching toi bwdc vao trén phién da thi hai, tht nam.. May
ngwoi trong nhom cua giao sw Phwong Tan hen theo 101 di qua gian sanh mé bén, buéc vao
gian phong hinh tron, Trac Méc Cworng Ba ndi: “Thay gido, thay xem trén kia viét nhu'ng gi?”

Gido su Phuwong Tan noi: “Doi chut da, dé toi chup lai nhitng chit Phan trén nén nha truéec.
Vira ndy voi qua, con bao nhiéu thir van chua kip ghi lai.”

Truong Lap 1én tiéng nhic nhé: “Cé6 Man Man, ding giam lén do, vira ndy ching toi chua di
qua cho ay dau.”

Lat ma A La vira vao da héi ngay: “Pa Cat dau, Pa Cat & dau?”

Pa Cat ding sau lung Nhac Dwong lach ngudi buéc ra, nhin lat ma A La héi: “Ong 1a?”

Puwdong Man néi: “Ha, anh 4y chinh 12 Pa Cat?”

Nhac Dwong néi: “Pa Cat, tra toéi cai ong nhom...”

Nhat thoi moi ngudi gép mot cau, gian phong nho lién Am 1 hét ca 1én.

Giao su Phuong Tan cung may nguoi khac cling 1én bé hinh tron. Trac Moc Cuong Ba lay vién
hong ngoc cua ba Cat dua cho 6ng xem, dong thoi chilén khong gian hinh ciu phia trén, cho

ong biét 1a co chir. Puong Man dén chiéc 6 6ng nhom tu tay Nhac Duong, bat dau quan sat. Lat
ma A La thi vAin khong ngirng hdi han Pa Cat vé cac twong Phat.

Gido sw Phwong Tan quan sat vién ngoc gidy lat, doan néi: “Thid coéng twong doi tinh xao day
la hong ngoc loai thwong hang, khang dinh la co6 tac dung rit quan trong trong lé té cua co
nhan.” K& do, ong lai diéu chinh tiéu cy ctia 6ng kinh may quay, nhin nhirng chir Tang c6 phia
trén, doan 1m bam: “T6i chi biét Van Thu Bd Tat la mét vi B6 Tat twong doi quan trong trong
Phat gido, con nhitng thir khac e 1a chi c6 dai sw A La méi giai thich duorc.”

Lat ma A La dang hoi: “Vay cac tuong than Phat & day déu do to tién cda ciu tac nén, hay da
c6 tlr trude roi, to tién cta cau chi phu trach bao vé noi day théi?” thi gido su Phu*ong Tan da



gio man hinh may tinh ra, chi nhitng chit bén trén.
Pa Cat noi: “Theo nhw cac truwedng lao noi, thi ching téi chi phu trach bao vé noi nay théi.”
Lat ma A La gat gat dau, sau d6 ngoanh sang nhin man hinh: “U'm? Cai nay, 1a y gi day?”
Gido sw Phwong Tan néi: “Chinh vi khéng thé hi€u n6i, nén méi hoi dai sw do.”

Lat ma Ala ngang dau lén nhin dinh vom, sau dé la1 nhin cai mé, bdo Pa Cat dé vién hong
ngoc vé vi tri ban dau, quarn, sat mot luot, sau d6 noi: "Toi hiéu roi, chac la dva trén nguyén ly
chiét xa cua tia sang day.” Ong chi 1én dinh dau néi, “Miéng ho 16 nay chinh 1a noi dé 1ay 4nh
sang, thuc ra to tién ngudi Tang ching ta da nghlen ctru am thanh, anh sang, hinh anh dat toi
trinh d0 twong doi cao, trong d6 V6 Lwong Phat Bich chinh 1a mot vi du rit dién hinh.”

V6 Lwong Phat Bich thi Trac Moc Cwong Ba da nghe noi dén, chinh la mot vach da lén tron
nhan nhw gwong, nghe ndi moi khi c6 sdm chép sé xuat hién phap than ctia Phat t8, khién v sO
tin d6 quy lay cung bai, cho la thanh tich. Nhung Vo Lwong Phat Bich va vién hong ngoc ¢ day
c6 quan hé gi chr? Lai nghe lat ma A La néi tiép: “Thuc ra, ndi dung khac trén twong, chic la
mot phwong phap dé xuat hién hinh anh. Quy & day khong pha1 quy quai theo nghia truyén
thong, ma la mot trong Nhi thap bat tu. Kim nguu la thoi gian, y tirc 1a vao thoi gian “kim
nguu”, sao Quy sé ¢ chinh gita phia trén Canh ctra Sinh ménh; bai hong lién diéu, rat rd rang
chinh 13 anh sang sé chiét xa qua vién hong ngoc nay, Pai hong llen dong thoi cling chinh la
thanh vat & noi sau thim nhat trong Bat Dai Bang bong dia nguc, may thir nay déu khong quan
trong. Um... Van Thu Bo Tat... phal roi, moi ngwoi nhin xudng san nha xem, c6 may noi hinh
dang khéng theo quy tic, ma c6 hinh 14 sen.’

May nguoi bon Trac Moc Cwong Ba nhin theo hudng chi ctia lat ma A La, qua nhién, khong
chi mot chd, dwédi dat c6 téi may noi duoc c6 y lam thanh hlnh 14 sen, d&m thi tong cong co
tam 14 sen, deu ddn vay quanh bé tron ¢ gitta. Lat ma A La néi: “Pay 1a Bat Diép Lao Su, lan luot
tuong trung cho tdm phlro'ng vi bong, Tay, Nam, Bic, Pong Nam, Dong Bic, Tay Nam, Tay Bic,
con Van Thu Bo Tat thi & phia Tay Nam...

Gido sw Phwong Tan chot ngat loi: “Doi chut da, Bat Diép Lio Sw ma dai sw noi, 1a Man Da La
dung khong!”

Lat ma A La gat dau: “Khong sai.” Gido sw Phuong Tan khong lén tiéng héi nita, chi thap
giong 1dm bdm: “Man Pa La, Man Da La, thi ra la Mat gido, chang trach nhlrng twong Phat kia
déu c6 ba mit, twdng mao phan no, nhidu twong con khong nhan ra duoc nira.

Latma A La lai noi tiép: Dong va thuy 1a gi thi tam thoi chua biét, con Vo Lwong Minh la tén
Phat & Tay phu'crng Tinh tho, cling la Tay phu’(mg Cuc lac Thé giéi ma nguoi ta van noi toi.
Ghép tat ca lai véi nhau, ¥ nghla dai khai chic 13, dén gio Kim nguu, sao Quy s€ ¢ phia trén
dinh, anh sang chiéu vao vién héng ngoc nay chlet xa den thanh vat gi do ¢ phia Tay Nam,
chiéu Ién hinh dnh Thé glO’l Cuc lac. Con noi dat vién ngoc nay ciing khong phal mo miéc gi, ma
chic 13 trung tam vil tru ctia Phat gido, Tu Di son... Bat Diép Lién Hoa Tu Di son.”

Nghe lat ma A La giai thich xong, Trac Moc Cwong Ba va gido sw Phuong Tan, buong Man
dwa mat nhin nhau, trong long déu dang 1én mot cam giac quai la, hinh nhw trén thé gidi nay co
rat nhiéu thir lién he voi nhau mot cach vo cung chat cheé. Qua trinh ma lat ma A La vira noi,
gan nhw glong hét v&i qua trinh ho trong thay trong dia cung Ah Puch, chi [a chiéc dau lau pha
I¢ thay bang vién hong ngoc nho hon, c6 18 nao, than tich ma chiéc dau 1au pha 1é 4y lam hién
hién, ciling 1a truyén dén tw dat Tang nay?

Gido sw Phwong Tan hdi lat ma A La: “Chdng I8 noi nay 1a do Mat gido xay dung?”

Lat ma A La lac dau: “Chua chic, thuc ra trong ca qua trinh tlr trwdc khi Tan tho doi thit ba
muoi hai chinh thttc cho du nhdp Phat ido, dén khi Tan tho th bon muwoi hai diét Phit, sau
do Phat giao tai hung khéi, cac ton gido o Tay Tang déu & trong tinh trang dung ho'p, thon tinh,
khong ngung minh tranh am dau, c6 rat nhiéu ton giao da diét vong, dong thoi ciing c6 rat
nhidu gido phai méi tach ra tir cac gido phai vén cd. Man Pa La ma ching ta trong thiy day



dwong nhu c6 lién quan téi Mat gido. Mat giao ciing 1a mot nhanh cua Phat giao, nhung birc
twong Khong Hanh Mau luc ndy chung ta thay lai bat nguon tir cac truyén thuyét c6 xwa cua
Tay Tang, hinh nhu la Cttu Nguyén Tdm MAau va Mao Yéu Nit Vwong thi phai. Hai birc twong sau
do, theo kinh nghiém cua toi thi c6 1€ lién quan t6i Ban gido cd xua. Chac 1a moi ngudi con
chura biét, Ban gido la tén gido nguyén thuy ¢ Tay Tang, song thwc ra khi méi hinh thanh ngoai
trix cac gido ly cua ban than no, giag phai nay con hap thu rat nhleu tlr cac ton gido co dal khac,
chiang han nhuw Ba La M6n glao & An D9, Vu gido & Ba Thuc c6, va cac tin ngudng sung bai tw
nhién cta nhirng b6 lac nguyén thuy xung quanh. Vi vay, thtr chung ta nhin thay day, rét cudc la
mot gido phai thé nao, vi thoi gian da qua qua lau roi, nén rat khé dwa ra mot két ludn chuan
xac, co 1€ la mot gido phal da dung hop nhiéu loai gido ly khac nhau, hinh thanh trong thoi Phat
gido va Ban gido dang tranh chap.”

Noi toi day, giong lat ma A La khan di. Moi ngwoi twong do la vi 6ng n6i mot mach dai qua,
nhung khong ai dé y khée mat vi sw gia da thap thoang anh 1€ xtc dong, trong long 6ng dang
tham gao hét: “Ptrc Ma Hé Thu La chi cao v6 thuong van nang, ngai co thé cho con biét, rot
cuoc Thanh gido, Thanh giao bi nhan chim trong dong thoi gian ctia chiing ta tén 1a gi? Tai sao
cd mot cai tén cling khong thé lwu lai? Tai sao!”

ba Cat giat chiéc 6ng nhom trong tay Pwdong Man, nhin ngo ngam nghia mot Iqc, r01 chi tay
vao tht gl d6 hoi Nhac Dwong. Nhac Dwong nhin thw lién cat tiéng hoi lat ma A La: “Pai su,
ngai xem dé 1a cai gi, hinh nhw chinh gifta ch6 nhé lén trén twong kia kia.”

Latma A La ngudc nhin nhitng chd go 1én khap tuong. Mdc du vira vao gian phong hinh tron
nay moi nguoi déu da phat hién ra, nhung khong ai dé y dén ca, cho toi khi Nhac Duong nhic,
gio dng nhom lén Xem thir m&i kinh ngac nhan thdy chinh gitta ch6 go 1én dy 13 mdt &ng dong
Ong lién hoéi Pa Cat: “Noi day 1a chd sau nhat trong cung dién dudi dat nay phai khong? O’ day
anh da dung phai co quan lgi hai nhat, c6 phai khéng?”

Thay Pa Cat git diu hai lan lién tiép, lat ma A La vdi néi: “Khong xong roi, co quan & day rat
loi hai, nhan lac con chwa khoi dong, tat cd moi nguoi hay 1ap tiee rat di, bang khong sé nguy
den t1nh _mang do6. Nhitng cho go 1én kia sé phun nuéc ra, tuyét déi khong the cham vao thw
nuwéc 4y.” Ong s¢ hii nhin nhirng cho go 1én chi chit khap tuong, long tham nhu: ‘Khong ngo lai
1a Ni Thich Bo 3, day... day la co quan chi cé trong truyén thuyét thdi ma!”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba noi: “Ky quai that, nhung lic vao day ching ta c6 giam phai co quan dau
nhi?”

Moi ngwoi thu don do dac, chudn bi rut ra. Truwong Lap, Nhac Duong, gido su Phuong Tan
trwédre sau lan lugt ra khoi gian phong hinh tron, déu 'khong xay ra chuyén gi ky la. Ké dé 1a ba
Cat ciing ra t61 ctra. Dung luc do, chot nghe ’ ‘cach” mot tiéng, 6ng dong hai bén ctra duong nhu
c6 gi bién déi, ch1 thay hai vat trong nhw chiéc quan bt nho Ién phan mém cda nim go, lat ma
A La voi kéu 16n: “Mau x6ng ra, khong thé dé no phun nuoc! Bang khong thi khong thoat duoc
dau.” Trac Moc Cuong Ba thoang ngan nguoi, 1ap tirc nghi dén Pudng Man van con & sau lung
minh!

Nhung 6ng dong da bat dau phun nuérc, Pa Cat sitng ngwdi, Trac Moc Cuong Ba & sau lung
lién day manh mot cdi, hat anh ta khoi phong, hai tay vuon 1én ndm lay ong dong trén cura,
ngén cai bit chit miéng 6ng. Lat ma A La kinh hii thét [én: “Cwong Ba thiéu gia, ciu...

Trac Mdc Cudng Ba noi: “Chang phal la khong thé dé né phun nuwéc sao, di mau!” Pwong Man
thang théot kéu 1én: “Anh Cuong Ba..” Trac Moc Cuwong Ba cao giong quat: “Di, di nhanh 1én!”
Puong Man va lat ma A La voi ludn qua duéi nach Trac Moc Cuong Ba, nhung van con trong
pham vi phun nuéc, Trac Moc Cuong Ba noi: “Pudi theo bon ho! Anh theo sau!” Lat ma A La
anh mat day vé s¢ hai liéc nhin Trac Moc Cwong Ba mot cai, tham nhd: “Cudng Ba thiéu gia
hoan toan khong hiéu gi vé Ban gido cd dai, thit... thit ndy 1am sao cé thé dung tay bit lai chtt...

Lic nay, gian sanh phia ngoai ciing chot co tleng dong la, Trwong Lap hoang hét cui dau lién
bi mot thir gi khong ré lwdt sat qua dau, lJam roi cd mot ndm téc. Chi nghe Nhac Dwong & sau



keu 1én: “H3, cai gi thé?” Gido suw Phuong Tan quat lén: “Cai dau xuong!” Trwong Lip ndi:
“Chung ta van di theo duong cii co ma, c6 cham phai gi dau?”

Giao su Phwong Tan noéi: “Khéng lo dugc nhiéu chuyén thé nira dau, cr x6ng qua roéi hay
tinh.” Trwong Lap tranh mot vat thé bay vu qua tir bén trai, kinh hai kéu lén: “Ghé that.” Nhac
Duwong kéu len: “Can than sau lung.” Lo vira dit, Truong Lap lién “6i cha” 1én mot tleng, phan
vai da trung thuong. Anh ta nhin dau rut thir &m khi cAm vao vai ra, khong ngo lai 1a moét chit
Van biang kim loai méng det, to nhw ban tay, b&n canh déu cé ludi dao, lic xoay tron trén
khong thi nhuw chiéc boomerang, c6 thé tw bay nguoc tré lai.

Sau nguoi cudng cuong xong ra khoéi gian sanh. Truong Lap bi thuwong nhe ¢ vai. Nhirng
nguoi khac da phan déu bi quet phai mat hoac tay. Ca lat ma A La ciing khong tranh dugrc. ba
Cat véc ngwdi nhé bé thanh ra lai khong bi thwong. Liic ngoanh dau nhin lai, mé&i thay ca gian
sanh bén do gio toan la cac chit Van bay qua bay lai vl vu, nhat thoi moi ngwdi déu kinh hai
khong thét n6i nén 1. Pudng Man gir méi hoi: “Anh Cudng Ba dau?”

Moi ngudi déu giat minh hodng hét, chi cé lat ma A Lava ba Cat 1a biét Trac Moc Cwong Ba &
lai bén trong bit hai cai 6ng da bat dau phun nwéc, sau dé moi ngwdi déu cuéng lén tranh né
chit Van bay, thanh ra khong ai dé y Trac Moc Cudng Ba da khong chay theo. Pa Cat dot nhién
chi tay néi: “Nhin kia, Thanh st dai nhan & d6! Chinh la & d6!”

Chi thay Trac Moc Cuong Ba ngd nhao bén ctra. Trong can phong mu mu mot man swong
nwoc, khong nging roi xuong nguoi ga. Thi ra dung lic moi nguoi x6ng ra khoi ‘phong, Trac
Moc Cwong Ba cling chuan bi buong tay lao theo, dot nhién thay trén dau mat ruoi, ga lién biét
ngay nhitng nim go khac ciing bat ddu phun nuwéc. Cim gidc man mat qua di, dinh diu ga dot
nhién ngtra ran 1én, vay con chua het ke do con ngita lan di khap toan than, roi thém dau dcrn
khong sao chiu noi, nhung cdm | gidc ngura van khong giam bot chut nao, ngtra ran ti ngoai vao
dén tan trong, twa hd nhw c6 v6 s6 con kién nho li ti dang bo vao xuong tuy. Toan than ga run
1én ban bat, hai ban tay dang a an lén 6ng phun ty nhién 16ng ra, canh tay thong xuong. Moi 6ng
phun déu da phun nuérc, tirng dot swong mu lan khap gian phong, bao boc hét xung quanh Trac
Moc Cuong. Ga dau dcm lan Ion dwédi dat kéu 1én hai tiéng, song am thanh dé di bi nhitng chit
Van bay vil vl bén ngoai nhan chim di mat.

Lat ma A La nhin nhitng chit Van ban qua ban lai vu v lién tiép, nhin bikc tuong deo bay
chiéc mit na quy, bé dang nhw dang nuodt kiém ¢& chinh gitra dai dién, roi dwa mat nhin nhirng
ngudi con lai, chi thdy Puong Man may lAn dinh x0ng tr¢ vao nhu'ng dau bi Trwong Lap, Nhac
Dwong git rit, gido sw Phwong Tan u ru nhiu chat hai hang 16ng may, con Pa Cat thi dang dlnh
nhao vao kéo Trac Moc CuongBara. Latma A Lavoi kéo anh ta lai, néi: “Khong thé tré Vao gio
khong thé cham vao nguoi cau ay duoc dau. Chung ta phai dung day thung keo ra vay.” Noi
doan, 6ng vung tay lén, s¢i day lién méc ding vao ba 16 ctia Trac Moc Cudng Ba, kéo ga qua 16i
di chinh gitta gian sanh mé bén. Lic qua khu vuc cé chit Van bay di bay lai, ba 16 bi cdm chi chit
nhuw 16ng nhim, Trac Moc Cwdng Ba may khong bi dinh vét thwong nao.

Nhung than thé Trac Méc Cwong Ba da dan co bién doi. buong Man gio tay bum miéng, nhu
muon thit thanh khoc ¢ 0a ngay 1én vay. Giao su Phwong Tan va Truwong Lap déu thoang lanh
nguoi. Treong Lap néi: “Sao lai nhw vay cha?” Khap nguoi Trac Moc Cwong Ba, ctr he cho nao
bi thir nwdc kia dinh vao la deu da bién thanh mau xanh luc ca. Hon nita, trén bé mat da mau
xanh luc 4y chi thoang sau da ndi 1én nhitng vét 1& loét 1é6n nho, y nhw cac vét rop béng.



Co quan cua Mat giao (2)

Lat ma A La khong cho moi nguoi lai gan, dong thoi chi vao birc tuong deo mdt quy nudt
kiém hoi Pa Cat: “Vi than nay, vira nay co phal cau noi cac cau goila Cu Loi CaLa Bat Pong Ton,
ding vay khong?” Pa Cat gat gat dau néi: “Kiém c6 hic long quan quanh 1a ban tén, Cu Loi Ca
La dai long, nudt thanh kiém sac.”

Lat ma A La néi: “Khong, khong phai, day phai la Dic Xoa Ca Long Vwong, nhin dau doc day
Trong Tang giao c6 dai va trong ca dan gian, la hoa than cta On than. Nhanh l€n, tim noi nao co
nwoc, vira nay khong phai ching ta c6 di qua mot ho nwdc sao, khiéng ciu dy dén do, khong
duwoc cham vao bat ctr chd ndo trén co thé cau iy day.”

Bon ‘nguoi Trwong Lap, Nhac Duong, giao sw Phuong Tan va lat ma Ala deo gdng tay, bo ba
16 xuong, roi chia nhau nam tay chan Trac Moc Cuong Ba, chay nhw bay vé phia c6 h6 nuoc.
buong Man va Da Cat theo phia sau. Luc nay & gian phong ba Cat bi nhot nudc da rat gan hét
dé 16 ra mép ho. Lat ma A La buéc lai gan ho nwéc, néi: “Coi hét quin 4o trén ngudi cau dy ra,
khong dwoc dé lai thirno ca.”

Dang nao buong Man ciing khong phai ngwoi ngoai, may ngwm lién nhanh nhen 16t sach
quan ao tren ngum Trac Moc Cu'crng Ba.Latma A La chi dao: “Ném xuong ho nlrcrc tru'o'c t1en
bit mii miéng ngam ca dau cau ay xuong, lam mdy lan vao. Sau d6 mot ngudi nang dau cau ay
1én, , ding dé ngap, cr ngam trong nwdc nhw thé di.” Than thé Trac Méc Cwong Ba vira chim
xuong ho, trén mat nwéece lién noi 1én mot tang vang mau xanh lyc, cang luc cang lan rong, tror
nén day dac nhuwng chi thoang sau da ra ra, roi troi theo dong nwéc, khong biét 1a chay di dau.

Nhac Dwong nhic dau Trac Méc Cwong Ba 1én néi: “Day... day la cai gi vay?”

Lat ma Ala g1a1 thich: "Néi theo quan diém hién dai, day c¢ 1€ la mot loai vi sinh vat thudc
ho nim hodc tao, bot phan phoi kho ctua ching gay d1 rng rat manh cho da nguoi, hon nita
hinh thurc bao tt dac biét nay khién chung ludn ¢ trang thai ngu, gap nuwdc moi tinh lai, nhung
chu ky song rat ngan ch1 can c6 du nudc, bon ching sé chét rat nhanh. Tac dong cua cai thu
mau xanh nay rat ghé gom, trong nura tiéng dong h6 ma khong c6 phwong phap tri liéu hiéu
qua, se khién nan nhan toan than l& loét ma chét. Cwong Ba thiéu gia cling coi nhw 1a mang
lon...

Gido sw Phwong Tan noi: “Loai co quan phun nwéc nay hinh nhu trudc nay chung ta chua
tirng thay bao gio thi phai.”

Lat ma A La gat dau: “Um, thtt co quan nay co lé la bat nguon tlr Ban giao.” Noi toi ddy, anh
mat lat ma A La quét qua tirng ngwdi mot, mot lan nita hoi lai cdu chinh 6ng tung hoi L& Canh
Nam: “Moi ngudi hiéu duoc bao nhiéu vé Ban gido ¢6 & khu vuc Tay Tang nay?”

Vén dé nay... [qua thuc khong ai tra 161 dwgc. Bi anh mat lanh 1&o cda lat ma A La quét qua,
ngudi ndo ngwdi ndy déu khong khoi run I1én.

Lat ma A La cham rai noi tiép: “Ban gido c6 dai la mot trong nhitng ton gido c6 xwa nhat cla
loai nguoi san smh ra tr tin ngwong sung bai tw nhién nguyén thuy, sém hon rat nhiéu so véi
cac giao phai noi tiéng nhw Phat gido, bao giao, Co baoc gido..., ton sung tw nhién, tén sung tat
ca cac luc lwong khong thé khang cw ma bay gio con nguoi con chua hiéu biét, mua gio sam
chop, chim thi hoa 13, cay co dat da, khong thir nao khong phai la doi tuwong ton sung. Ban giao
cling nhuw rat nhleu ton gido nguyén thuy khac, cling c6 thay mo cau phuc, dung nguoi séng té
troi; d6i voi tat ca cac sw vat chua biét, co nhan déu phai dung than thé minh dé cam nhan; tat
ca cac loai dong thuc vat, loai nao an du'o'c loai nao khong dn duwgc déu phai dung miéng ném
thi; tat ca cic hién tuong ky la, chang han nhu ltra chay, nwéc chay, gio thoi, sét danh, déu phai
dung than thé tiep xuc; thwc vat sinh trwong, chim choc bay luon, ca boi dudi nuwdéc, 6 nhan
déu thir tim cAch m6 phong day 1a giai doan tat yéu ma tat cd moi nén van minh déu phai trai
qua. Chinh trong nhiing tht nghiém, thi nghiém khong ngung l3p di lap lai dy, trai qua tich tu
lich st, Ban gido c6 dai da hinh thanh cho minh mot hé thong phong ngw hoan chinh riéng biét



dé chéng lai ké dich bén ngoai. P6 la ho da phat minh ra... C6 doc (Sau doc)!”

“Co doc!” Vira nghe thay tlr nay, ngoai trtr ba Cat, tat cd moi ngwdi déu gidt minh danh thoét.
Twr nglt nay von da toat 1én ve am hiém vo cung, thoat nghe 13 nguoi ta da lién tuong dén
nhitng thit dang so quai dan, kiéu nhw Ngii Poc gido hay dap hinh nhan vay.

Lat ma A La lai néi tlep “D4t Tang thud xwa, dac biét la vung phia Péng Lam Chi, nhat 1a khu
vue Mdc Thoat nay, moi truong cuc ky khic nghiét, c6 rat nhiéu loai sau kién, nhi&u noi con cé
chu'crng khi, xuat hién doc trung, gay ra bénh dich cho con nguoi, lai khong biét phai de phong
thé nao... Chinh nhitng diéu nay da tao hoan canh rat thuan loi Cho C6 doc duoc san sinh va
phat trién. Sau do, trong khi giao chién véi Phat gido, Ban giao co dai dan dlCh chuyén, vé sau
thir C6 doc nay moi truyén vao vung Van Nam, Quy Chau va phat trién ruc r & doé. Trong t1eng
Tang no von khong goila Co doc, day la tén do nguoi Han sau nay ddt ra. Thirc ra Coé vabocla
hai y tach roi nhau, von cung thuoc Ve pham tru déc. C6 1a dung cac loai sau kién cho danh
nhau de ché ddc, con doc la dung cay, co, thudc, dat da che ddc. Chir C6 gom chit ‘trung’ va chir
‘vai’, y 1a chi viéc dung vai nuoi trung, sau do dat trung Vao bung cho an gan rudt nan nhan goi
1a ‘c&’. Chit doc chiét tw ra gdm chit thanh’ va chit ‘mau’, chi viéc lay co cay dat da tri bénh, vé
sau chit ‘tri’ trong tri liéu bénh tat bién thanh chit ‘tri’ (den) trong ‘dao tri’ (dan dén), thanh ra
nghia la dung co cay dat da gdy bénh’. Day chinh la y nghia ban dau cta c6 doc. Vé sau thi
pham vi cua co doc tré nén rong hon, pham hé nudi sau nuoi trung lay doc, khong nhat thiét
phai cho I sau trung ay vao bung nguoi khidc méi goi la cd, con bat ké la trung doc hay doc
chit tir thuc vat, chi can 1a cic loai thudc khién thin thé nguoi kho chiu, thi déu goi 1a doc hét.
Thitr ma lan nay Cwong Ba thiéu gia tring phai, cling c6 thé néi 1a mot loal c6 doc.”

Truwong Lap nhu suc hiéu ra, né6i: “T6i hiéu roi, cai 16i di hep & ngoai kia co nhiéu xac chét
nhw vay, khang dinh1a bi triang doc ma chét roi, vi vay méi khong cé vét thwong, hon nita lai
con chét nhidu nhw thé, ching trach ké hon trim ndm truwéc da khong thé vuot qua dé dwoc.”

Puong Man lo lang noi: “Vay, vy c6 cach gi giai ddc khong?”

Lat ma A La noi: “Co dbc vo cung quai la, cach gieo doc lai cang nhiéu khong ké xiét, khong
thé biét cach giai toan b6 cac loai doc duoc. Loai Ni Thich Bo ba nay, vOn bat ngudn tir danh tu
noi dia nguc, cling may ta ting doc thay trong cac thu tich c0. Néu nhw phuong phap khong
ding, hau qua that khong thé nao tuong tuong duorc. Puoc r01 hoi thé rat binh 6n, cac vét 1o
loét trén nguwoi cling bat dau bot di, gio chiacla da o on dinh r6i, mot l1at nita Cwdng Ba thiéu gia
sé tinh lai thoi, nhung it nhat phal ngam thém nira t1eng dong ho nita. Theo nhirng gi chép
trong sach c6, chi can rira sach chat doc bam trén nguoi, nira t1eng sau sé hoi phuc binh
thuong. Gio toi quay lai chd Duc Xoa Ca Long Vuwong xem mot chut. Dung roi, sau khi Cwong Ba
thi€u gia tinh lai, hay ngdm quan 4o d6 dac cua ciu ay xuéng nwéc mot lic, de phong hau hoa.”

Nhac Dwong néi: “Gi co, dai sw con muon quay lai dé nira w?”

Lat ma A La gat dau: “U'm, ta phai quay lai xem mot chut. Mdc du ching ta da thoat than,
nhung khong ai biét cor quan khoi dong nhw thé nao c, néu lan sau ma gip phai co quan twong
tw nhw vy, chang phai 1a ca co hdi gitt mang cling khong c6 hay sao. Pa Cat cung di vdi ta.”

Pa Cat nhin Thanh s dai nhan, roi lai nguoc nhin lat ma A La, cuéi cung cling hoang mang
theo 6ng roi khéi. Nhin vi dai sw hiéu biét vé tin nguong cua dan toc minh con sdu rong hon
chinh minh, trong long Pa Cat chot dang 1én mdt thit cam gidc kinh so nhw déi véi cac bac
truedng lao trong thon.

Sau khi lat ma A La roi khoi, Trwong Lap lién y 161 di don lai dong quan 4o vit vung vdi cua
Trac Moc Cu'crng Ba, 1dy may thir quan trong ra dén vao mét cho, chuan bi doi ga tinh lai sé
ngam xuéng nuwdc.

buong Man thdy Nhac Duong dé Trac Moc Cwong Ba vat v4, lién deo gdng tay vao xuong
nudc doi thay ca. Nhac Duwong khong n& tir chéi, danh nhuong 1a1 cho co. Nhin nguoi yéu yén
binh nam trong vong tay minh tua nhlr dira tré so sinh, Du@ng Man chot thay dang lén mot
cam giac ky la, c6 han hoan tham nhu: “Cudi cuing, em ciing c6 thé 1am cht gi d6 cho anh roi,



anh Cwong Ba, anh phai binh an v sw tinh lai ddy nhé, néu anh gap chuyén gi, em lam sao...”

Gido sw Phwong Tan nhin Trac Moc Cuong Ba gap dai nan khong chét trong ho nuérc, khong
khoi thé dai mot tleng DE co6 bé Bu*crng Man va Trac Moc Cwong Ba dwoc & riéng voi nhau ong
bén quay ra sap x&p lai d6 dac cho ga. Nhac Dwong cling téi giup mot tay.

Lic Truong Lap sdp don quan 4o cho Trac Moc Cuong Ba, phat hién trong 4o c6 mot cai tai
ngam, lién 1ay cac tht bén L trong ra. Ba nguoi sau con mat vira nhin di tron tron hét ca lén,
Nhac Duong khong nhin noi ngoanh dau lai liéc buong Man mot cai, chi thay buong Man van
dang tha thiét nhin Trac Moc Cuong Ba, nhu khong con biét minh dang ¢ noi nao. Trong tui
ngam cé bdn mén vat nhd, thit dau tién Ia mot thanh kiém chit thip bang dong ma vang, to c&
ban tay. D6 1a tin vat gia truyén Pirc Nhan lao gia dua cho Trac Moc Cuong Ba luc ga moi tham
gia nhém huan luyén dic biét. Ngoai trir gido sw Phuwong Tan, nhitng ngwoi khac déu chua thay
bao gi®. Mén thit hai 1a mot vién da hinh ovan dai c¢6 hoa vin den trang. Gido su Phuong Tan
nhan ra thr nay goi la Thién chau, tin vat co gia tri chi cao vo thuong trong long nguoi dan toc
Tang, mitc do tran quy dwoc xac dinh dua vao sé hro'ng hoa van giong nhuw con mat cda no, néu
c6 chin mit thi goi la Ctru Nhan thach, da 1a | twong déi quy gia roi, thé ma cai Thién chau nay lai
khac t¢i mwoi tAm con mat, chinh | gitta con ¢4 hinh mot chiéc bao binh. Chi cin liéc qua so
lwong mat gido suw Phuong Tan ciing biét ngay day tuyét doi khéng phai Thién chau binh
thuong, nhung 1a loai gi thi 6ng ciing khong biét. bay co 1€ la mot trong nhirng bi mat it oi cua
Trac Moc Cwong Ba cling nén. Vat thir ba la chiéc sao xwong ma ba anh em s6i xam & Kha Kha
Tay Ly tang Trac Moc Cuong Ba. ‘Truong Lap ciing khong ngo Cuwong Ba thiéu gia lai coi trong
tinh ban vé&i ba anh em nha séi xdm d6 dén thé.

Nhung thir khién moi nguoi tron mat chinh la mén cudi cung, va ciing chinh Ia cai c& de Nhac
Duong phai ngoanh dau lai nhin Pwdrng Man. D6 1a mot tdm anh nho bang l6ng tay, da hoi nga
vang, chup mot c6 bé xinh xdn nhw thién st dang nhoén miéng mim cwoi ngay tho, doi long
may, doi mit 4y, ro rang chinh la mot c6 Puong Man nho. Truong Lap len lén dua mit nhin
Pwong Man, ha giong thi tham: That khong ngo Cwong Ba thiéu gia yéu Man Man dén tn
Xwong tan tdy roi, ca anh hoi nhé cua ngudi ta cling gidu ap vao nguc. Cha, xem ra Thach Quan

Am nuwong nu’ongf—) cua chung ta...

Nhac Duong ciing thi thao dap lai: “Khong phai chi don gian 1a an vao xwong tuy thoi dau, toi
thay 1a yéu dén murc tau hoa nhap ma roi ay. Nguoi 1on song so so ra trwdce mat, tai sao phai
gitt mot tim anh ho6i nhé clia nguoi ta lam gi chir?”

Gido sw Phwong Tan dot nhién thap giong néi: “Khong, khong phai, day khong phai anh cta
Man Man.” Truwong Lap va Nhac Duong déu “i” mot tleng Giao s Phwong Tan giai thich: “Nhin
cong nghé cit riém hoa ndy ma xem, con ca mirc do cii k§ cta birc anh nita, hai cau xem, birc
anh nay it nhat cling phai chup tir hai mwoi nam trwdc, lic &y Man Man con chua ra doi co d6.”

Trwong Lap kinh ngac kéu lén khe khé: “Cha, vay la ai nhi?”

Tam tinh gido sw Phwong Tan trong thodng chdc nhw triu xuong, ong thi thag noi: “Toi biét
r01 day co 1€ 1a noi dau 1on nhit trong long Cuong Ba do. Su viéc nay, e ciing 1a noi dau lon nhit
cua gia dinh ho, xwa nay chua tirng duoc noi ra véi ngudi ngoai bao gio, toi cling chi biét duwoc
loang thoang qua nhirng cau chuyen thwong ngay thdi. Ceong Ba... cdu 4y von con mdt em gai
nhé hon minh mwdi may tudi...

Gido su Phuong Tan khé tho dai. Treong Lap Va Nhac Duong ghe sat dau lai, chi nghe giong
gido sw Phuong Tan vo ve nhw tleng muoi kéu: “Khi em gai cau ay con rat nho Cuong Ba dan
em gai ra ngoai choi, khéng ngor dé nguoi ta bat cc mat. Mo mat tran tran nhin em gai minh bj
nguoi ta cwdp di ngay bén canh, vét thwong long iy chi s¢ ca doi nay cling khé ma lién dwoc.”

Nhac Dwong li nhi néi: “Sao lai thé ch?”

Gido sw Phwong Tan néi: “Hinh nhw vi bd Ninh M4 c6 kinh cua gia toc ho. Ptrc Nhan lao gia
cing thatkién quyét, ngay thir hai sau khi nhan dwoc yéu cau clia bon bit céc da tuyén bd rang
s& hién ting bo kinh cho nha nuéc. Hinh nhw ké tir hém d6 trd di, hai cha con ho mudi may



nam troi khong néi véi nhau mot cau nao thi phai.”
Trwong Lap thé dai néi: “Ngwoi von khong cé tdi, chi c6 tdi mang cia bau trong minh, ha...”

Gido sw Phwong Tan nhw suc tinh ra, néi: “La that, tai sao tdi lai ndéi nhitng chuyén nay voi
hai ciu nhi? Nhé ki day, chuyen nay Cuong Ba khong mudn nhic lai, cac cau khong duoc noi
véi bat ctt ai, dén day 1a cham ditt, coi nhw chura tirng nghe thay, OK?”

Truong Lap, Nhac Duong vOi vang cam doan, mdt nguwdi ndi “hiéu roéi, hiéu roi”, mot ngwoi
noi “da hleu da hiéu”. Nhac Dwong ngoadnh dau lai nhin buong Man va Trac Moc Cu'crng Ba,
tham nhu: “Thi ra la thé, vay thi khong khé 1y giai. tinh yéu cta Cuong Ba thiéu gia voi co Man
Man nira roi, khong ngo trong dy lai bao ham ba tang tinh ai, vi cach biét tudi tac, nén cé tinh
yéu gitra cha va con gai, vi hap dan lan nhau nén nay sinh tinh cam lia doi, dong thoi lai vi ky
trc dau thuong, lai con thém tinh yéu cua anh trai danh cho em gai nira. Troi dat chdng trach
Cudng Ba thiéu gia lai yéu c6 Man Man dén ho do, lung tung xa ban 1én nhuw vay.”

Puwong Man dot nhién reo 1én: “Tinh roi, anh 4y tinh roi!”

M4y nguwoi voi chay téi bén canh Trac Moc Cwong Ba. G3 md& mat ra ndi: “Toi, tdi van s6ng
é?"

Cung lic d6, lat ma A La dan theo Pa Cat tré lai gian dai dién c6 tuwong Dirc Xoa Ca Long
Vuwong. Bic twong nd tuong uy nghi sung sing dé khién gian dai dién tréng khong trong hoi
lanh 1€0. Dén trudc canh cira sang gian sanh & mé bén, chi thay cac ‘chit Van bay mu troi khi
nay da cam tr¢ lai vach twong, mot vai chiéc do ban tring nguoi nén doi quy dao, roi tan mat
trén hai bén bé cao trong sanh. Lat ma A La quan sat nhirng tAm da lat san viét chit Phan, va ca
hai birc twong hai bén, ngam nghl liéu co phal giam lén san s€ lam co quan phat dong7 Nhlrng
ba Cat ro rang da cung moi nguoi chay ra mot luot, thir tw budc chan cling khong co gl sai co
ma? Xung quanh khong c6 xac chét nao, nghla 1a gian sanh dién ‘nay tu luc bi bit kin dén gior
chua tirng c6 nguoi lai vang, chi tiét nay ciing goi lén mot nghl van khong nhd, loai trir di tién
1é c6 thé tham khao. Lat ma Ala lai hoi Pa Cat lan nira: “Lan diu tién ciu den day, vira buorc
qua canh ctra nay lap tiec da co rit nhiéu hinh chit Van tir trong bay ra phai khong? Sau do khi
vao dén cin phong bén trong, co quan lai tw dong ngit di, ltic di ra ciing khong phat dong nira?”
ba Cat nghe xong git diu lia lia.

Lat ma A La lai néi: “Lan thit hai vao day, co quan ciing khong hé khé&i dong, lic ra mai co, rot
cudc la chuyén gi day nhi? LAn thi hai cling 1a do cAu dan dwong di vao ding khong?”

Pa Catlac dau noéi: “Khong, 1a Thanh st dai nhan di trwedc dan dwong.”
Lat ma A La chau may 1én néi: “Sao lai thé dwoc? U'm, thirlai Ian nita xem sao.”

“Al” Pa Cat nuot nuwéc bot, lam vé kho khan nguéc nhin lat ma A La. Ong lién néi: “Khong can
lo 1dng, ta di tht trwéc xem sao.”

Lat ma A La gidm lén san nha, qua nhién, may bwéc dau tién déu hoan toan binh thuwong.
Pung lic lat ma A La cho rang minh cé thé an toan di qua gian sanh mé bén nay, thi dén giitra
sanh dot nhién phlen da dudi chan thut xubng. Lat ma A La tuy co ing bién, tay phai anlén bé
cao bén _phai, lic nay cac tdm d4 lat san da tach hét ca ra, toan bo 101 di bién thanh mot cai hao
sdu muwoi mét, dai hai chuc mét, dwéi tua tiia chong nhon cam day xac chét. Lat ma A La dang &
gitra gian sanh, cach hai canh ctra trwdc sau déu mwdi mét, ma 16i di rong it nhat cling kKhoang
hai toi ba mét, hai tay choai thang ciling khong thé gitr than thé ket lai phia trén, néu khong
phai 6ng dd nhanh tay 4n 1én bé cao, e 1a mdt chit co hdi séng soét ciing khong cé nita.

Lat ma A La con chwa hét kinh hii, da nghe “cach cach” may t1eng, biét ngay la khong xong,
lai thém mot co quan nita dd khoi dong, dong thoi ngodn tay cling cam thay c6 chin dong nhe
nhe, vdi van sttc 4n manh xudng, bat ca nguwoi lén cao, than theé lo Iirng gitra khong trung. Ban
tay vira roi khoi mép bé da, da thay bui dat cudn 1én, hai bén bé cao dam thang lén mot hang
dinh nhé, néu tay van con bam trén mép bé, lic nay e 1a da bi thwong roi. Thé nhung do ma&i
chi 1a bt dau, dot nhién hai bén bé da dich chuyen dé€ 16 ra mot hang 10 nhé, ké d6 1a vo so luwdi



gido mang theo xich sit ban qua ban lai vu vi. Cling may luc tay ctia lat ma A La manh, than
hinh vot 1én kha cao, bang khong da bi ban treo lo g roi.

Vay con chua het nhing chit Van trén vach tuong ciing b bat dau ban vot ra, dat bui bén trén Ia
ta roi xuéng, miéng ghép tran bing da mé ra, d€ 10 vo so 6ng dong nho nhw quan but. Lat ma A
La thdm kinh ha1 day khong phai chinh 1a 6 6ng phun swong hay sao? Hao sau bén dudi lai vang
1én mot tiéng * cach" tat ca dau chong deu thut xuéng mot chut, lat ma A La lap titc hon phi
phach tan. T1eng dong ay c6 nghia la tat ca nhu’ng mili chdng bén dudi sap bin vot Ién, luc nay
ong dang ¢ gitta khong trung, khong co chd ndo mwon Iyc, cho du than thu c6 gioi den may
cling chi la con chim trong long ma thoi. Dong thoi lai cé tiéng “xach xach”, hai canh ctra phia
trudc phia sau khong ngor lai c6 mot tdm van dong ha xuéng, lat ma A La cé cam gidc minh nhu
mot con hé bi nhot trong chudng, v so hong sting dang chia ra tir cic chdn song sit, song ban
than lai khong thé phan khang duoc gi.

bung vao khoanh khic van niém tiéu tan ay, trong dau 6 6ng dot nhién loe 1én mot tia sang...

Khong, gio van chua dén ltc tuyét vong, van con ba Cat, Da Cat dang & bén ngoai. Vi sw gia nhin
ro vi tri cua Da Cat, vung tay lén mot cai, soi day lidn ban vot ra. ba Cat ciling khong ho 1a the
san wu td nhat ctia b6 toc Cong BJ, sém da trong thay lat ma Ala dang vung vay cau ctu bén
trong gian sanh mé bén 3 dy, chi tiéc long nhw ltra dot ma khong thé giup dwoc gi. Anh ta dirng
yén 0 cua, chinh la vi biét nhat dinh c6 lac vi dai sw kia cin dén minh. Gio thay vi lat ma vung
tay 1én ném ra thw gi dg, ba Cat llen biét ngay nhat dinh 1a thit gi d6 gidng nhu day thirng, voi
dua tay bat 14y, chang ngo soi day cua lat ma A La qua loi hai, da dé dang xuyén qua ban tay Pa
Cat, cam thiang vao mat san bang da may mét sau lu*ng Pa Cat bat chap dau don, quan mot
vong ddy quanh canh tay, xoay nguoi chay thang mot mach, lat ma A La & bén trong lién nhw
con diéu trén diy, dwoc anh ta kéo thang ra ctra.

“Ram”, canh ctra dong ha xudng, ca gian sdnh mé bén gio d3 hoan toan nam trong vong vay
cua cac co quan. Lat ma A'La minh day thuong tich nam dwdi dat, hai chan vira sat bén ngoai
canh ctra dong, mot lic sau van chwa dinh than lai dworc, tira ho nhw vira tir mot thé gi¢i Khac
tré ve, qua vay, vira ndy that chang khac gi méi vong qua cira dia nguc mot chuyen LatmaALa
di téi gilta gian sanh, co quan phat dong, cho t6i khi canh cta dong ha xuéng, toan bo qua
trinh dién ra trong vong chuwa day ba mwoi giay, néu khong nh¢ vao soi day thung duoc ché
tao theo cong nghé ma&i nhit, cung voi ba Cat, luc nay chi e lat ma A La d3 thanh “lat ma 16ng
nhim” réi. Cho du Ia vay, trén nguoi 6ng van b1 cac chit Van bay lam bi thuong nh1eu cho, trén
vai con bi hai chiéc Van tu luadn cim thang vao, vira niy ldc Pa Cat kéo 6ng qua clra da bi gor ctra
chin lai lam roi mat.

LatmaALa ngang mat 1én nhin tran nha, thAm nhd: “Thi ra khi xong ra Ian du tién, can ban
chua pha1 la toan b0 cac co quan dong loat phat dong, bd to hop co quan nay so véi cac co
quan ¢ 16i di | hep phia trwéc loi hai hon ca tram lan, noi nay cdn ban la khong cho phép nguoi
nao di qua ca. Lap ddt co quan bay rap ¢ nhiimg noi nguoi ta khong ngor dén nhat, roi lai dat cac
co quan dang s¢ hon gdp boi & nhitng noi déi phwong c6 thé nghi dén hong cau sinh, cang vé
sau lai cang hung hiém, chop mat da dong loat phat dong, khong dé lot mot ké hé. Thé nhung,
vlra ndy lam sao moi nguoi lai vao dé dwoc?”

Lat ma A La lat nguoi bo day, thay Pa Cat dang can than kéo soi day c6 miii dao clia 6ng ra
khoi long ban tay, toan than dam mo hoi vi dau don. Ong lién lay thudc té dang phun swong
trong tui ra, vira gitp Pa Cat rut day, vira héi: “Trén nguwdi cau cé nhirng gi? Trén nguwdi cau cod
thir gi quy gia va c0 y nghia dac biét khong?”

Phai mat mot luc, Pa Cat méi hiéu dwoc y lat ma A La néi gi, ngan ra gidy lat, roi gio vién
Thait Nhan Thach noi nguec 1én, lam bam néi: “Thanh vat.” Lat ma A La ndm lay vién ma ndo ba
Cat deo trén c6, thap giong noi: “Thién chau, chang le c6 lién quan dén n6?” Ong 1am nham
tung niém, roi thao chuoi Phat chau trén c6 Pa Cat xuong, dé anh ta tir tlr rat soi ddy ra, con
minh cam chudi hat té1i trudce cira, cling chwa c6 dong tac gl, dot nhién nghe * ‘cach” mot tiéng,
canh ctra d6ng da tw dong nang len an vao trong khe trén ctra da. Nhiing hinh chir Van bay chiu
chiu qua lai trong phong ciing khong con nita, hai bén twdng vach tran déu da tré vé nguyén



trang, con san nha tach ra lam d6i du¢i chan cling dang “lach cach” tré vé vi tri ban dau, trong
nhw mot chiéc cau treo vay, gian sanh da tr¢ lai vé yén tinh ban dau, khong con nhanra bat cl
biéu hién gi khac thu'(yng nita. Nhin hai miéng kim loai dai chwa d&n mudi centimet trén clra,
lat ma A La 1dm bam néi: “Ta hiéu roi!”



Canh ctra Dia nguc

Khi lat ma ALavaba Cat cung luc bi thwong quay tr¢ lai, Trac Moc Cuong Ba dd tinh tdo,
dang ngdm minh duéi nwéc tro chuyén voi Puong Man. Thit c¢6 doc nay dén nhanh ma di cfing
nhanh, gio ga da nhu chwa gap phai chuyén gi vay, chi c6 muc nwéc trong ho da lai rat di thém
mot chit nita. Thay lat ma A La khi3p ngudi toan vét thuong, Trwong Lap va Nhac Dwong déu
kinh hoang thét 1én: “Pai sw, 6ng bi thuwong khong nhe dau!”

Lat ma A La khong dé y dén hai nguoi, bao Buong Man giup Da Catxuw ly sat trung vEt thuong
¢ tay, doan ngoanh dau lai nhin Trac Moc Cu’ong Ba, thdy & moi & mii xudt hién mot vét xanh
luc mo md, khong khéi kinh hai trong 16ng: “Lé nao da tring phal roi? Viéc nay... phai lam sao
bay gio? ‘Hy vong nguoi trong thon Cong B0 biét cach giai trw " Nhung 6ng ciing khong dam
mao mudi héi ngay, ma chi cam Thién chau gio 1én héi g3, “Trén nguwdi ciu cé thir nao gidng
mon do nay khong?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba ngiy nguwoi: “Ha? Vién That Nhan Thién chiu nay khéng phai cia Pa Cat
a? Tai sao dai swlai dot nhién hoi chuyén nay?”

Nhac Dwong di nhanh miéng dap 1oi: “O, Thién chiu cia Cwong Ba thiéu gia to hon cai nay
mot chut.”

Giong Trac Moc Cwong Ba 1ap tic bién d6i, git 1én: “MAay nguwoi... may ngudi da xem do cia
toi ha!”
Nhac Dwong le le dau ludi, khong dam néi gi thém. Lat ma A La néi: “Vay tic 13 c6 roi.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba danh thira nhan: “Phai, c6 mét cdi, d6 la truyén thong cia gia toc chiing
toi, tir nhé da deo roi, 1a con gai thi dwoc truyén cho mot vién Thién chau, con la con trai thi
duoc mot thanh kiém dong nho.” Noi téi day, gd nhw dot nhién nhé ra digu gl do, im lang
khong thot thém tiéng ndo nita, than sic duom vé bi thuong.

Ba nguoi gido sw Phwong Tan, Nhac Dwong, Trwong Lap gior méi hi€u ra moi chuyén.
Lat ma A La néi: “Tbi c6 thé xem dwoc khong?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba ngoanh dau nhin Trwong Lap. Ga biét thir ma Nhac Duong da trong thay
thi anh chang nay ciing khong thé thiéu phan Truwong Lap voi 14y Thién chau ra, dong thoi
cudi guwong gao giai thich: “Ching t6i mudn gidt sach quan ao cho anh nén moi sap xép lai
nhitng th quan trong trong do, tuyét d6i khong cé y xem trom dau.”

“Al Pay la..” Tiéng kéu kinh ngac dy dong thm phat ra tir miéng lat ma A La va gido su
Phuwong Tan, k& d6 Pa Cat dém Ién thanh tiéng: “Mudi, muwoi mot, mwoi hai... muoi bay, muoi
tam! Thap bat Nhan thach, dén ca trwdng lao cling chua tung thay thanh thach nay bao gio
dau!”

Truong Lap va Nhac Duong lai dong thoi tham nghi: “Noi khong chung day chinh la nguyén
nhan cac vi trudng lao xac nhan Cuong Ba thiéu gia la Thanh st cling nén. Nghe noi Thién chau
nay o Tay Tang ché nao cung c6 ban, tén Ben kia cé khi da mua mo6t vién nén méi gia mao lam
Thanh st dwgc mot lan.”

Sau tiéng kéu kinh ngac, Lat ma A La khong néi gi, chi ngoanh dau sang phia khac. Ong khong
muon dé nguoi khac nhin thay nhiing giot le xuc dong dang trao ra noi khoe mat. Trong long vi
sw gia nhw c6 mot tleng néi dang gao thét: “Cwong Ba thiéu gia a, cdu c6 biét day chinh la vat
tuong trung chi cao vo thuong hay khong? Thap bat Nhan Bao binh Thién chau, Thap bat
chinh 1a Thap bat trung thién cua dirc Ma Hé Thu La, Bao binh la vat chira dung moi diéu thanh
tinh ctia dai thién thé gidi, c6 Bdo binh, 4nh sang chéi ngoi! Anh sang chéi ngoi do!”

Lat ma A La ¢6 nén cam giac xdc dong, quay dau lai, binh than néi: “Co quan vira niy, chinh Ia
do vién Thién chau nay khoi dong.”



Moi nguoi 11en héi rét cudce la thé nao, lat ma AlLa gi0 mai giai thich: “Theo suy doan cua ta,
trén hai canh ctra gian sanh mé bén do, c6 mot thir cam tng dwoc Thién chau. Nguyén ly cu thé
ra sao thi ta khong dwoc ré 1am, nhlrng khi Pa Cat vao lan dau tién, thiét bi cdm &ng nhan ra
dwoc Thién chau, cho I3 hau nhan dén 14y d6 cia minh, thé nén da khai dong Van tu luan dé
khao nghiém, néu khong qua dwoc khao nghiém nay, thi khong du tw cach lay dtro'c vién hong
ngoc. Khi Cuong Ba thiéu gia Ian tht hai buéc vao gian sanh do, thlet bi cam tng ¢ canh ctra
phia trwéc da nhan ra roi, khi ching ta roi khoi do, thi€t bi cdm &ng trén canh cra thi hai lai
bt duoc tin hiéu tir Thién chau trén nguoi ba Cat. Vi vdy co guan chung ta gdp phai luc roi
khoi dé, thuc ra khong phai la co quan dé don chdng ta vao cho chet ma chi la mot hinh phat
nho nho y Ia sau khi 12y vién Trich Huyét hong thach kia thi khéng nén quay lai, ché tham lam
qua dang Pay chinh la diéu ma nhitng ngwdi da xay dung nén noi ndy mudn néi véi ching ta...

Moi nguoi thay déu x6n xao ban tan, trong d6 Truwong Lap va Nhac Duong la to moOm nhat.
Trwong Lap néi: “Khong phai cht, tru'ng phat ciing khong can bat nguoi ta phai liu mang thé
ch!” Nhac Dwong ciing 1én tiéng: “Co quan dy rd la mudn lay mang nguoi ta con gi. Cwong Ba
thiéu gia ra ndng noi nay, con khong phai don ching ta vao choé chét roi w?”

Lat ma Ala dé ho no6i hét, méi diém dam ké lai toan bo qua trinh thtr cor quan vira nay, lam ai
ndy déu tron mit ha hoc miéng ra. Khong tin u, Pa Cat & bén canh vira gat dau lai Vu'a khoa
chan mua tay, anh mat van con tran ngap ve kinh khiép. Cu01 cung, lat ma A La néi: “Vi vay,
chuyén nay ciing coi nhw la y troi, néu ching ta khong c6 Thién chau, cin ban Ia khong thé
budc vao gian phong hinh tron, chitr dirng néi gi dén chuyén c6 ra khoi d6 dwoc hay khong.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba cir dong tay chan, hoi: “T6i c6 thé ding diy dwoc chwa?” N6i doan lai
dwa mit nhin Pudong Man, lam ¢6 dé bung mat.

Lat ma A La ndi: “Duoc roi, ki€ém cho cau ay bd quan 4o, con dong nay thi ném xudng nwdc
ngam gidt, roi cat can than, mang tré vé dot di.”

Da Cat da xu ly xong vét thwong, cung kinh dén trudc mat Trac Moc Cuong Ba, cui dau néi:
“That khong ngo, ba Cat biét Bat lai dwgc Thanh st dai nhan ctu mang lan ntra. Ké tir hom
nay, tinh mang nay cua Pa Cat chinh 1a ciia Thanh st dal nhan, Pa Cat sé di theo Thanh s dai
nhan di khap dai thién thé gi¢i. Cho du Pa Cat phal xudng dia nguc A Ty, chiu di mwdi tAm noi
khé dau ciing phai bao vé dai nhan dwoc binh an.’

Trac Moc Cuong Ba nhin anh chang nho con chua cao dén ngwc minh dang nghiém tuc thé sé
bao vé ga dén cung, khong khoi thwong hai dua tay vuébt 1én dau Pa Cat. Pa Cat té ra hét sic

mung rd, duoc Thanh st dit tay 1én dau ban phuc 1a vinh dw cuwc cao d6i véi ngwdi Cong Bo
bon ho.

Than hinh Trac Moc Cuong Ba cao 1o6m vam v&, mudn tim mot bd quan 4o thich hop khong hé
dé dang, ba Cat lién coi chiec 4o Pho Lo trén nguoi cho ga khodac bén trén, roi lai dung tam
phuon stra lai mot chat, quan quanh hong nhw cai tap dé. Truong Lap dang chuin b1 ném dong
quan o cl cua ga xuong nuwéc, dot nhién co tleng dong la vong toi, twa ho nhu ca ’khu hoang
phé dudi long dat nay dang rung 1én, dong thoi nuéc trong hod cling dot nhién bién mat, da vun
roi xudng la ta nhue mua.

Truong Lap, Trac Moc Cwong Ba voi hoi: “Xay ra chuyén gi thé!” Puong Man 6m chit Trac
Mdc Cwdong Ba néi: “Mau roi khoi day thoi!”

Gido s Phuong Tan noi: “Cho nay sap saproia?” Latma A La cling kéu 1én: "Chuyén gi vay?”
Nhac Dwong kéu lén: “Cé phai chd gido quan dd xay ra chuyén gi khong?” Ké dé6 lién thit lién
lac, nhung khong c¢6 hoi 4m, mai 1du sau méi c6 tin hiéu mau da cam nhap nhdy, nghia la bén
kia dang ban, khong c6 thoi gian lién lac.

Chi c6 ba Cat khong bi con chin dong lam kinh hoang, dang tho tay xuong ho kiém tra, phat
hién nuoc ho qua nhlen khong con mot giot, cudi cung moi hudng vé phia Tay quy ba1 Moi
nguoi hoi rot cudc da xay ra chuyén gi. Pa Cat noi: “At Ca tri xwa hay chua ting can nuoc, Clra
m¢ roi, clra mé roi, Nap Bac Théac can kho réi, vi vay nuwéc trong At Ca tri méi chay hét. Cira da



bi mé ra roi!”

Rot cudc la thé nao? No6i ki hon nira di?” Nhung ba Cat da, bat dau tung niém mot bai kinh
van ctia bo toc Cong B0, khéng noi thém cau nao nita. Lat ma A Labiétré quy tac khi niém chy,
ra hiéu moi nguoi khong duoc quay ray Con chan dong nay khong den noi dir doi lam, ca quén
thé kién tric ngam dudi long dat nay dwong nhu cling khong co ve gi 1a muon sup d6. Moi
nguoi lién lang 1€ cho doi bén bo ho. Chan dong khong ngirng, bén ngoai tiéng Am am vang lén
khong ngot, mdi nira t1eng dong ho6 sau méi tir tir tan bién, dong thoi Pa Cat cling ngung tung

niém. Luc nay, nhitng ngwoi khac da thu don xong quan 4o khi gidi, deo sdn ba 16, chi chd Pa
Cat xong Ia ciing roi di.

Truwong Lap lai hoi thém lan nira. Pa Cat noi: “Trong lang chung t6i co truyén thuyét ké rang,
mot khi Canh ctra Sinh ménh bi déng, toan bé nwéc trong | ho Nap Bac Thac sé kho kiét. Chi can
trong ho Nap Bac Thac con mot giot nuor, thi giot nuéc ay nhat dinh & trong At Ca tri, nhung
gi®r trong d6 khong con mdt giot nuéc nao, dd chdy hét ca roi.”

Nhac Dwong néi: “Khong phai chit, vira méi néi la ctva mé roi, gior lai bdo ctra déng roi, rét
cudc la ctra dong hay la ctra m¢é day?”

Pa Cat dot nhién ndi: “Theo t6i, moi ngudi di theo t6i.” K€ d6 lién dan moi ngwoi chui xubng
duong 6 ong thoat nuéc ben dudéi, loanh quanh trong d6 mot lic thi d&€n mot ngd cut. Trwong
Lap noi: “Hét dwong roi.”

Pa Cat néi: “0 do co canh clra, truedre day thi bat ké thé nao ciing khong diy ra dworc, bay gio,
moi nguwdi hiay diy canh ctra d6 ra di.”

‘Truong Lap day clra, trong dwong ong thoat nwéc von chi c6 anh sdng 1o mo tir mil phat
sang, canh ctra vira m¢ ra, dot nhién c6 anh mat troi bén ngoai chiéu thang vao, nhat thoi
khong ai m& mat ra dworc. Dol khi thi luc khdi phuc, Trwong Lap méi kéu toang 1én: “A, ding 1a
kho can that roi! Nwéc hod can that roi!l”

Moi nguwoi ding don lai o cra ra, phat hién hé thong thoat nudc nay duoc th1et ke duoi day
ho. Nhitng giot nwéc noi clra ra rd xudng tong tong, bén ngoai la day ho can, vo so ca cac loai
gidy danh dach trong dong bun, vung vdy cau sinh. Troi xanh may trang van binh yén che phu
ngon nui ph1a xa. Chi trong nira tiéng dong ho mot ho nwoc lon nhw the khong ngor da bién
thanh mot dam bun can, that bién thai d&n mitc khién ngwoi ta khé thé nao chap nhan duorc.

Giao su Phwong Tan nhin canh ctra bi day ra néi: “0, canh ctra nay muon sitc nwoc ep Xuong,
chi c6 thé day tir bén trong, ldc nwérc hd con day, du'ong nhién 1a khong thé nao mé dwoc roi.”

ba Cat sal chan buoc ra, giam trong 16p bun dong duwoi day ho, ngap dén dau g0i, khé 1am
bam hat: “Canh ctra Sinh ménh da khép lai, Canh ctra bia nguc s€ mo ra, Canh cra Dia nguc da
ma ra, cac su gia dling cam phal l1én duong Ho bang qua Minh ha, vuot qua hoang mac, 16i qua
dam lay c6 vo so trung doc, trai qua tat ca gian nan kho nan, dén duoc Thanh dién trén troi,
tién canh ch6n nhan gian... Huong Ba La!” Da Cat ngoanh dau lai, Day chinh 13 bai ca dao
nguoi lang ching téi hay hat, ca dira tré ba tudi ciing biét, 1a do cac vi trwong lao day cho day.”

Canh ctra bia nguc, Hwong Ba La, khi nhirng t& ngtr quen thudc 3 ay mot [An nita vang 1én bén
tai moi nguoi, tinh than ai nay deu phan chin han [én. bay moila lan thir hai Trac Moc Cuong
Ba nghe nhic dén Canh cira Dia nguc, song theo nhiing gi ga biét, hinh nhw né mé ra con duwong
xuyén day Himalaya. That khong ngd, & noi xa xam héo lanh nhlr Mac Thoat nay lai dwoc nghe
truyén thuyét vé Canh ctra Pia nguc. Trac Moc Cuong Ba hoi: “Cau biét Canh cira Pia nguc &
dau khong?”

ba Cat gat dau: “Pwong nhién.” Anh ta chi vé ngon ndi phia xa, néi: “Canh ctra Dia nguc o phia
Tay Canh ctra Sinh ménh, von ciing lIa mot trong ba thanh dla ngudi Cong B6 ching toi bao vé,
nhung vi & d6 thuc sw chang c6 gi ca, nén ve sau da bo qua.”

“Ha?” Trwong Lap nghi hodc néi: “Ngon ndi 4y ha, xem ra ciing khéng xa 1dm phai khéng?
Canh ctra bia nguc that sy & d6 ch?”



Trac Mdc Cwong Ba lai hoi: “Khong cé gi ca? bay lay gi?”

ba Cat da}p ‘Moi nguoi nhin thi biét ngay, ding 1a khong cé gi ca, chd dy chinh 1a Ung Khap
B6 Tang B6.”

Puwong Man néi: “Cai tén Ung gi gi d6 nay hinh nhw rat quen, truéc day da nghe néi dén roi
thi phai?”

Lat ma A La néi: “La tén goi c6 ctia séng Nha L6 Tang B6. Na Tham da tirng nhic dén roi.”
Nhac Dwong chi ra phia xa néi: “Nhin kia, gido quan, giao quan dang & ngoai kia.”

Chi thay L& Canh Nam va Ba Tang dang buoc trén day ho6 can, dwong nhw dang tim kiém gi
dé. May nguwoi bon Trac Moc Cwong Ba lién chay lai cho ho.

Khi t&i gan, bon Trac Moc Cuong Ba déu khong khéi thdm kinh hai. Mat mii chan tay Ba
Tang chi chit vét thwong, tir tran téi mii héa thanh Xanh den. C4 Lit Canh Nam ciing dau téc r01
by, hoi c6 vé tiéu tuy. Truong Lap chao mot tiéng, noi: “0, gido quan, anh Ba Tang, ching t6i &
day, ching t6i dén day.”

Lit CAnh Nam néi: “U’'m, moi ngudi ciing phat hién ra 16i ra ngam bén duéi w?”
Nhac Dwong néi: “Lam sao ma ra néng nodi nay vdy anh Ba Tang?”

Ba Tang lanh lung noi; “Clru tir nhit sinh.” Pam nguoi Trac Moc Cuong Ba da quen voi tinh
cach cua Ba Tang, biét rang dé anh ta phai thét ra bon chir nay, qua la ho da trai qua khong biét
bao nhiéu nguy hiém roéi. Ba Tang lai b6 sung thém mét ciu, “May ngudi cling vy ha?”

Moi nguoi nghe hoi méi swc nhé ra, ban than minh ciing chang kha hon dwgc bao nhiéu, dac
biét Ta Trac Moc Cuwong Ba dang mdc mot bo do ky quai va lat ma A La bi thwcmg khap minh
may Truwong Lap git dau noi: “Chic, co quan & day loi hai hon ltic huan luyén nhiéu, suyt chut
nita 1a khong ra duoc roi. A phai, anh Ba Tang, rét cudc la chuyén gi vay? C6 phai hai ‘nguoi da
cham phai co quan khong? H6 nwéc nay sao lai dot nhién can kiét thé?” Ba Tang gat gat dau.

L& Canh Nam lanh lung néi: “Co’ quan chang co gi loi hai, quan trong la cac cau c6 nghi dén
nhitng diéu co nhan nghi hay khong. Tat ca déu la nguoi dll’O’C huan luyén chuyén mon, mot
chit co quan ndy ma con khong d6i phé ndi hay sao? H¥? Ngwoi nay 1a ai?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba dap: “bay la Pa Cat, ba Cat cua lang Cong B0, anh ta bi bon tén Ben kia
nhot trong ho nuéc ngam, dwoc ching toi ctru ra. Phai roi, ba Cat biét rt nhidu chuyén lién
quan dén noi nay, con ca Canh clra Pia nguc nita, phai khong ha ba Cat?”

Pa Cat nging cao diu, hdi ngwoc lai Trac Méc Cwong Ba: “Thanh s dai nhan, ngwdi dan ba
nay la ai?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba lai gioi thiéu Lt Canh Nam véi Da Cat: “Co ay la gido quan cua ching toi,
cling la ngwoi phu trach hanh dong lan nay.” Giai thich mot lwot dé ba Cat biét nguoi phu
trach nghia 1a gi, song anh ta van khong thé nao hiéu n01 Trong thé gioi cua anh ta, phu nir chi
phu trach sinh con va lo liéu viéc nha, lam gi cd ly nao ca mot dam ngudi lai nghe h1eu lénh cua
mot nguoi dan ba? Trac Moc Cuong Ba bat dic di danh phai dung than _phan Thanh st dai
nhan, héi lai cau hoi Lll‘ Canh Nam mudn héi mot 1an, Pa Cat méi mién cudng tra loi, song van
khong ngét 1am bam: “O’ chd ching t6i, dan ba nhu thé chic chin chang ai them dau. Pan & ong
noi chuyen dan ba sao c6 thé cho miéng vao cht, lai con doi co y kién nita, ding la khong
duoc!” [am Lir CAnh Nam tirc dén 16 miii xit khoi, chi muén mé bung moi tim anh ta ra ngay tai
ché.

Trong khi L&r Canh Nam hoi han ba Cat, may nguoi bon Trwong Lap cling cat van Ba Tang rot
cudc da cham phai co quan g, loi hai thé nao. Ba Tang noi van tit mot lwot, chi vay ciing du
blet mirc do kinh hon bat via khong hé thua kém nhitng gi ho da trai qua. Nghe xong chuyén
clia Ba Tang, Nhac Dwong néi: “Vay thi nwéc ho rét cudc da chay di dau roi nhi?”

Ba Tang gidm chan néi: “0’ bén duéi.”



“Van & bén du¢i?” Truwong LAp ngac nhién thét 1én.

Ba Tang gat gat dau: “U'm, gido quan cO noi, hé thong nuwoc ngam trén cao nguyén nay liuc
nao ciing la van dé cac nha khoa hoc mudn nghlen ctru cho tan twong. K&t ciu dia chat vung
nay cuc ky phitc tap, woc chirng co rat nhiéu hang da voi va song ngam. Dai cao nguyén Thanh
Tang nay c6 rit nhiéu truyen thuyét noi rang bién mot dém da khé can, ma lai dwoc chirng
thwc kha nhiéu Ian nira. Tat ca déu do cac dong song ngam dot nhién lién thong, roi nwoc ho
theo d6 ma chay di. T6i va gido quan vira ndy chinh Ia dang tim xem c6 16i thong nao bi mé ra
hay khong.”

Puong Man néi: “Cé thay gi khong a?”

Ba Tang l3c dau néi: “Cai hd nay von khong lon 13m, chac chi khoang muoi kilomet vudng,
ching t6i di hét mot vong ciing khong c6 ' phat hién gl. Gido quan ndi, c6 thé sau khi nwérc ho
rdt can, dat bun dudi day ho da lai bit miéng 16i thong 4y lai roi, nén chung toi mdi khong tim
duoc.”

Giao sw Phuwong Tan dung 6 ong kinh quay mot vong, chi thay hai hon dao nhé kia da thanh hai
ngon nui dirng strng sitng, nii non quanh do ciing cao 1én sirng sitng hon rat nhiéu.

L& Canh Nam nghe Da Cat noi xong, lién dan do: “Pi thoéi, & day khong con thong tin gi ching
ta can nita roi, 1én bo roi tinh sau.

Bun lang duéi ddy ho cho séu cho nong, chd nong chwa téi mat ca chén, cho sau thi ngap lit
ca chan, budc di vo cung kho khan, song ho ciing khong con duong nao khac nita ca. Trac Moc
Cuong Ba déy thay hai nguoi Lir Canh Nam va lat ma A La budc di trong. dam bun ma bun dat
khong lic nao ngdp qua mu ban chan, trong long 14y lam ngudng mo, thim nghi day chinh la
thanh qua ctia Mat tu roi, c6 co hdi, minh nhat dinh phai luyén tip méi duorc.

Lén dén bo, thay ddy h6 day bun lang ca gidy danh dach khap noi, that khac mot troi mot
vuc voi khi ndy, trong long moi nguoi déu dang len mot cam giac khé ta. Lir CAnh Nam nguwoc
mat nhin bau troi, nhin ngon nui xa xa, sau do hoi: “bi tir day, can bao nhiéu lau moi dén dwoc
Canh ctra Dia nguc”" Da Cat coi nhu khong nghe thay, Trac Moc Cuong Ba danh phai lap lai mot
luot, Da Cat méi néi: “Tw lang cua chung toi, thoi gian can dé dén Canh ctra Sinh ménh va Canh
ctra bia nguc 1a nhuw nhau, néu tryc ti€p twr Canh ctra Sinh ménh dén Canh ctra bia nguc... nhin
moi nguoi déu khée manh thé nay, chdc chi can b&n nim tiéng dong ho 1a téi dwoc, cé diéu,
néu mang theo dan b3, chi so 1a...’

L&t Canh Nam ngat loi: ¢ Blet roi. Gio troi da toi mudn, chung ta tro veé thon Cong Bo trudr,
sang som mai sé toi Canh ctra Dia nguc xem thi, sau d6 di thang dén Co Cach. Gio da biét lo
tuyén ctia doi phuong, ching ta pha1 nhanh Ién mé&i dwgc.” N6i doan, cb 1dy dién thoai di dong
ra. Qua nhién khong co tin hiéy, vay 1a 6 lai lay mot bd may truyen tin dic ché va thiét bi tiép
nhan tin hiéu vé tinh c& nho, bit diu lién lac v&i thé gidi bén ngoai.

Truwong Lap to mo héi: “Pa Cat, sao anh biét nhiéu chuyén thé? Khong phai la dang gat chiing
toi day cha?”

ba Cat t6 y khong hai long noi: “Sao toi lai khong biét dwgc? T6i la tho sdn gidi nhit trong
lang, twong lai sé ke thura chire vi truong 130, nhirng chuyen nay cac truong lao tw nhién phai
néi cho to6i roi, tdi con biét nhidu hon Na Tham nira day. Moi ngwdi muén di dén chd Twong
Hung vwong triéu that day a?”

Nhac Dwong néi: Dlro'ng nhién, khong phai mot Thanh st khac cling da di r6i hay sao, ching
toi cling phai dén d6.”

Pa Cat nhin Trac Moc Cudng Ba véi anh mat thanh khin: “T6i cling muén di.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba néi: “Anh?” ba Cat gat dau: “Du sao ching toi cling 1a nhirng nguoi doi
doi bao vé thanh dia, lam sao c6 thé ca thanh dia nhu thé nao cliing chwa tirng thay cho dwoc?
T6i cAm thdy hét sirc bat min trudc cach lam clia cac vi trudng lao trong lang, néu mot tram



nam trwéde c6 Pa Cat nay, tuyét doi sé khéng chidp nhian dé nguwoi ngoai xong vao thanh dia ma
chi nhin théi khong lam gi dau.”

Trac Moc Cuwong Ba nghi ngoi gidy lat, roi chi Ltr Canh Nam noéi: “Vay cdu di hdi gido quan, c6
dy noi duoc 1a dwoc.”

Pa Cat ngac nhién: “C6 ta? Khong, tdi chi cin Thanh s dai nhan dong y la dwoc roi.”

Sw c6 chip cta Pa Cat lam Trac Moc Cuong Ba lay lam kho x, néu de L&t Canh Nam nghe
thay Da Cat noi vy, thi that khong biét 13 nhu thé nao nira. Dang dinh giai thich, L& Canh Nam
da noéi: “bi thoi, chung ta vé thon Cong B6, true thang can thoi gian diéu phéi, it nhat cling phai
sang sdm mai mai téi day duoc.”

Truong Lap bat ngay chd so hé clia Liv Canh Nam, noi: “Giao quan? Khong phai néi dung truc
thang rat nguy hiém a? Tai sao lan nay lai st dung vay7"
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