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Loi noi dau

Bon doi thoai xudt hién cung lic trong Ngay cubi trong doi Socrates la do tat ca déu co tinh
cach ti€u str, ké chuyen doi mot nguwoi. Qua do Plato trao doc gia bikc tranh hoan chinh vé
Socrates con ngu¢i thure su, song doc gia cling co the ménh danh Socrates con nguoi ly tuwong.
Trong ddi thoai thit nhat, thir hai va thirba doc gia khong biét 6ng co6 k€ lai nguyeén si loi
Socrates néi hay khong, song doc gia thdy rd rang 6ng tim cach dwa ra truéc mat doc gla
Socrates bang xwong bang thit, phong thai dinh dac quen thudc, cung cach van hoi c6 vé pha
dinh, tac phong nha nhan, lich sw, khau khi trao 16ng, mia mai va muc dich luan ly, dao dirc
tham nhap. Trai lai, trong Phaedo, doc - gia nhin Socrates con nguoi lich st khi con nguoi do
bién hinh thanh con nguoi triét ly, triét gia ly tuong, mau nguoi dién hinh tiéu biéu triét hoc
duy linh hodc duy tdm, tw twéng cia 6ng da phat trién trong tim tri Plato.

Euthyphro xuat hién trwéc tién theo thi tw. Noi dung cho doc gia thay Socrates la thay gido,
qua nghé thuat bién chirng, tim cach danh thitc, khuyén khich con nguoi ruong bo trang thai
tin twong chim dim trong rirng gia y niém vira hoang da vira mu ma, thoéi thic con ngwoi tim
hiéu nhiing gi con nguoi nhan dinh bing phé phan chu quan doi véi van dé dao die. Tim dinh
nghia thé nao la mo dao chwng to trong niém tin tang an tinh trang mo ho, tim nhuw thé lai cho
thay lam vay tho6i da c6 thé coi 1a hanh vi siing dao than linh déu hai Iong. Lam thé ciing dan téi
cau hoi, c6 phai 1& bai 1a sting dao vi than linh hai long, hay than linh hai long vi 1é bai la suing
dao. Néu 1 cau sau vay phai dinh nghia md dao nhw phan ctda cong binh, chinh tryc, ngay
thang nhung cong binh, chinh truc hoic ngay thang trong quan niém thong thu*cmg chilién hé
t&i bon phan con ngudi dbi véi con ngudi. Boi thé doc gia truc dién van dé gay git: phuc vu
than linh khac phuc vu con ngwoi, phuc vy than linh c6 doi hoi nhiém vu ddc biét khong. Poi
thoai chim dat voi két luan c6 vé phu dinh. Tuy thé, néu chu y, doc giasé thay cugc dam ludn
da dwa doc gia toi chd nhin moé dao khong phai bd phan dac biét ma chi 1a dang vé c6 tinh cach
ton gido cua dao dtrc.

Trong Apologia (Bién giai) Socrates giai thich cho bo6i tham doan nghe nhiém vu ddc biét cua
6ng. Ong thang than ndi 6ng la rudi trau duoc phai té1 danh thirc dan Athens roi bo giac ngu
giao diéu, dong thoi khuyén khich ho suy ngam ve y nghia cung muc dich song ¢ doi. Ho song
trong u t6i mé mudi ho khong hay, do dé do6i véi van dé dao dirc ho ludn ludn san sang phe
phan. Lay sam ngit lam vi du, sdm ngir khang dinh & 6ng la nguoi khon ngoan, hiéu biét nhat doi,
trong khi 6ng tw biét 6 ong khong biét gj, Socrates di vao str mang c6 tinh cach bién chimg. Ong
lan lwot ndi téi s6 ngwoi co vé dang k€, chinh khach, quan nhan, thi s1, nghé nhan tat ca khang
dinh ho biét, song thuc ra ho khong blet ho khong hieu diéu ho noi nghla la gi. Pén cau héi ho
song voi muc dich thé nao, lam sao dat muc dich d6 ho ciing khong thé tra 1oi! Tuy thé, sudt


http://downloadsachmienphi.com/
https://www.facebook.com/downloadsachfree
http://bit.ly/downloadsach

d6i thoai, néu chatloc tham y, doc gid sé thdy muc dich dao dtrc 0 do1i, con nguoi sé song néu
hi&u ban chat thuc sw cda cuc diém tét lanh. Ngu’m doi tim cai tét lanh cua cai, danh tiéng, dia
vi, moi thit dic biét goi la cai tot dep & doi, danh gia cao chi vi nghi dé la phwcrng tién tién tdi
tot dep. Nhan thay nguoi doi nghi nhw thé, Socrates nhin cudc doi theo nghia glan don, thuc
tién. Can nhic cai loi twong déi vé song, chet can nhic mot cach lanh lung nhuw céi loi tuwong
déi ctia cudc doi riéng tw, cudc doi cong cong, can ctr vao loi ich, 6ng chon cai chét. Chét qua
that dang s, song binh than nhin chét 6ng thdy khong dang so. B&i chét nghiala cham dt,
khong biét gi nita, hodc chét la gia nhdp ca doan v6 hinh gobm ngudi danh tleng, nguoi tr tam
trong qua khir. Vi thé 6 ong khang dinh: gio chia tay da to1, chung ta moi nguoi mot nga, toi di
vao c0i chét, quy vi quay vé néo song. Pwong nao tét hcm chi than linh biét.

Crito trinh bay canh khac trong doi Socrates: 6ng dang ¢ tu, cho tho an. Ban gia Crito vi
thuong yéu, quy trong vao giuc viot nguc. Nhuw thuong xuyén Socrates san sang bién luan
twong quan gitra nhu cau va hoan canh. Can nhic, dan do cu6i cung dng noi voi ban gia dong
huwong, dong tué: & doi muc dich nham khong phal cb song ma song tot dep, nghla lalam sao
cho cudc doi phai I, hop Iy. Ong thira nhan giita 6ng va thanh quoc co rang budc, ong da song
kha 1au, su6t thoi gian do luat phap bao che, d6 13 an tinh, vi thé 6 6ng khong thé phu nhan cong
on. Co pha1 chi vi muén song vai nam nira, keo 1é cudc doi vo ich, v0 nghia va c6 phai chi do s¢
chét ma tir b dia vi lam ngwoi trén tran gian 6ng c6 hanh vi bat trung, bat chinh?

Phaedo, doi thoai cudi cung, dua doc gid sang vung mai g, trong d6 hinh anh Socrsates mo
diu, cudén hat vi gan c6i chét, mam mong tw tudng sung man cua Socrates phat trién thanh tw
twdng duy linh cua Plato. Socrates va than hiru gap mat gio cu6i trong doi 6ng ban ludn vé tinh
trang linh hon bat tir. Muén ching minh sw the Socrates duwa ra mot s6 ly luan can ctrvao tinh
dong nhat, tinh pho quat, tinh trwong ctru cua sy vat linh hon nhan biét hoic c6 thé nhan biét.
Linh hon hién httu, ton tai trén moi thay d01 moi hily diét, chét chi 1a roi bé thé xac 6m yéu, ri
bo tdm 4o Vay ban suy tan che chdn, ngan can linh hon nhin ré thwec tai cda thé gi¢i duy linh
hodc thé gidi ly tinh. Traloiy kién phan bac ctia than hitu, Socrates dwa ra so sanh thuyét duy
linh vé&i thuyét vat Iy cta Anaxagoras. Trlet giada phan nao roi bé thuyét do khi chu truong
Tri tué (Nous) Ia nguyén nhan toi hiu ciia moi sw vat, song khong theo dubi toi cung ma bo do.
Triét gia khong xay dung cau tric vii tru trén can ban nguyén nhan cudi cung, triét gia cling
khong tim cach chirng minh moi vat trong vii tru ton tai vi muon thuc hién cai tot dep. Khong
bang long vé&i két qua da thay, Socrates quay lai phlro'ng phap qui nap va dinh nghia. Ong de
nghi bit dau nén dinh nghiay tu'o'ng bao gom moi pham vi cua thuc tai, sau do di theo dinh
nghia toi két luin, cu01 cung tr¢ lai, di 1én y twdng cao vo1i, bao quat chwng nao dat t&i nguyén
ly mai thoi. Ong mudn chirng t6 linh hdn bat ti vi y twdng vé su sdng khong hé tach khai linh
hon.



Socrates ngay cudi trén tran gian
Qua khirmo ho

Trong lich st nhan loai ké tir khi con nguoi xuat hién trén trai dat dén bay gio, trong qua trinh
sinh hoat tw tuong, xem ra rat it dan toc vuot khoi tinh trang huyén thoai, truyén thuyet di
doan, va co I€ co thé ndi khong dan téc nao cé kha nang phat trién triétly chan thuce truw dan toc
Hy-lap ¢ vung dat Nam Au. Khong nhtrng dat nén mong ( dé tu tudng Tay phuong phat trién
nhw cay nhiéu canh ma ho con hau nhu dé xwong moi van de, dong thoi giai dap moi cau hoi
van minh chau Au d3 st dung lam nén tang gan ba ngan nam vira qua. Triét ly cta ho 1a khuon
mau tiéu biéu cho thdy tinh trang phat trién tiém tién ve suy tw cua con nguoi tir khai thiy
huyén thoai don thuan, truyén thuyét mo ho toiheé thong tw duy phirc tap, tuong tan. Suy tw
doc lap, yéu chudng sy that, tinh than 3 ay nhu séng triéu, bao tap thoi thiic cdc nha tu tudng
cia ho di sau, vron cao, tién manh vao van dé lién hé téi vil try, thién nhién, xa hoi, con nguoi
trong khi da phan nhan loa1 con dang song trong tinh trang manro, ban khai. Triét ly do la
phong trao tri thirc bat nguon phat trién trong the gioi Hy-lap; phong trao d6 khong nhitng la
suy tw cua nguoi Hy-lap, ma con pho dién nét vé tu duy Hy-lap va la san pham cta van minh
Hy-lap birng n& & Athens, Roma, Alexandria hodc Tiéu A.

Dén tdc c6 nén triét Iy rwec ré, xum xué nhac téi so lwgc & day trong thoi c0 dai cw ngu trén ban
dao go ghe 1&6m chém, dién tich khoang 132.000km vu6ng, gom 26% dong bang, 15% rung ra,
70% nui doi, ,3/4 huong mat ra bién, ngay xua goi 1a Hellas, ngay nay goi la Ellas, ta goi la Hy-

lap, dan s6 ca luc dia 1an hai dao bay gio trén 10 triéu, ngay do to chirc tach biét thanh thanh
quéc rai rac chic han it hon, cu the la Sparta va Athens dan so vai tram ngan, vung datdo
thién nhién dac thu da san smh gidng ngwdi tinh than kién tri, dling cam, twong tuwong doi dao,
phong phu, véi vo van hai cang 16n nho thudn loi cho viéc hang hai va thwon mai, ctra ngd mo
ra dan t&i vo s6 hai ddo bén ngoa1 Thudc dia Hy-lap 1a chu01 dai lién tuc thiét 1ap twr luc dia toi
bo bién Tiéu A man dong, Ai- cap man nam, dao Sicile, mién nam nwéc Y va eo bién Gibraltar
man tay. Khong xa lia mau quoc, cac thudc dia thira huong du thir loi ich khi tiép xuic véi cac
dan toc tap quan, truyén thong va dinh che khac hdn. Kinh té tién bo, thuong mai, ky nghé, giao
dich phat trién, thanh pho ndy no, cia cai gia tang, lao dong trai rong, tat ca da tdc dong manh
liét va anh hu*ong sau dam doi song xa hoi, chinh tri, tri thirc, ton gido thé gi¢i Hy-lap, dong
thoi mé 16i khai dudng cho nén vin minh rang r& va méi me. Moi truong thién nhién va boi
canh nhan lyc thoi thuc, khich dong y chi va kién thirc; moi trwong do6 tao diéu kién cho con
nguoi c6 cai nhin xa rong vé cudc doi va thé gidi, co tinh than nhan thirc va thai do suy tu, dan
toi phat trién ban ngd dac biét, tién bo da dang trén moi néo duong suy tw va hanh dong cua
con nguoi. boi vébi dan toc thién phu c6 nang khleu bén nhay, vi diéu, khao khat trau do6i kién
thirc, y thirc té€ nhi vé cai dep, nhan thirc cy thé vé thuc té, méi tredng d6 cung rng du vat liéu
d& dan toc d6 pho dién sirc manh va kha ning, tién bo mau le trong dia hat chinh tri, ton gido,
dao dtrc, van chwong va triét hoc. Sinh hoat chinh trj cta cac thanh quoc trén luc dla va thuoc
dia mang ddc tinh twong ty: noi nao ciing thay tinh trang phat trién tir co ché quan chu phu
quyén kinh qua chinh thé quy toc roi di toi ché do dan chu. Xa hoi thi hao Homer miéu ta trong
hai thi tap truong thién Iliad va Odysséy la xa héi dang cap, h1nh thirc chinh quyen la ché do
quan chu toc truong. SO dic tw httu va van hda trong tay thiéu s6 dan dén viéc thiét lap chinh
quyén quy toc, va theo thoi gian, dua toi viéc khai sinh ché do qua dau. Thuc trang xd hoi doi
thay, ngoi len bang moi gia, thir dan bat dau tranh gianh quyen lwc lanh dao voi giai cap tru'ong
gia; qua c6 gang tao bao, liéu linh gianh giat quyen luc tu tay giai cap quy tdc, co ché doc tai
xudt hién nhiéu noi trong the gioi Hy-lap suot thé ky VII va VITCN. Cudi ciing, do ¥ thirc quyen
loi ban than, nhwoc diém cta giai tang quy tdc, qua dau, doc tai, quy tu thanh luc lwong ap dao,
quan chung d&u tranh nim gitr quyén hanh, co ché chuyen chinh tidu vong, chinh thé dan chu
tai lap.

Tinh hu6ng vira ké 1a két qua cta cudc birng tinh dan toc Hy-lap bat dau y thirc sau gidc nga



trién mién. Phong trao ma&i sinh vira 1a triéu chirng vira 1a nguyén nhan cua sy troi day: phong
trao la dau hiéu hé 16 nhan dinh va phé phan gia tri qua khtr dang phat trién; phong trao té y
phan déi dinh ché va d01 hoi canh tan. Lich str vin hoc Hy-lap truéc thé ky VITCN cho thay

tinh trang phat trién cda tinh thin nhan dinh va phé phan tuong tw nhw tinh than thé hlen
trong doi song chinh tri. Nét tuoi tre, ve khach quan, dic trung biéu thi dang tho ngdy cua tudi
nién thi€u, Homer miéu ta trong hai thi tap bat hti bién dang dan dan; hang ngi thi st bat dau
bétlac quan, bot yéu doi, ma tro' nén dam chiéu, bi quan. Ngay trong Homer thinh thoang ta
cling thay suy tu vé dao ly truérc cung cach cw x1r ctia con nguwoi, tinh cach xuan dong, ro dai
cua the nhan, tinh trang ngheo kho, dau kho cua cudc doi, tinh trang phu du, tam bo cua kiép
nguoi, tinh trang toi té, xau xa cla bat cong, tan ac. Trong Hesiod (the ky VIII TCN) nét phé
phan va diém yém thé dam mau hon; tac pham Ngay va Viéc clia 6ng la cudn so6 tay dao dirc
ché trach, chi trich thoi hw tat x4u clia thoi dai, dong thoi dé xwong ngan ngit dao ly, nguyén
tac thuc tién séng & doi, ca tung dao dirc truyen thong, ti€c nudi dao dirc ngay xua thui chot,
tan phai. Giong diéu cham biém, thwong ti€c thi si thé ky VII nhw Alcaeus (thé ky VITCN) dao
Mytilene, Simonides (566- 468) dao Ceos, Archilochus (650 TCN) dao Paros thang thot mo ta
co ché ddc tai, ché bai con nguoi ti tién, song thoi thic con nguoi can dam ganh chiu so phan,
két qua thé nao dé than linh  quyét dlnh Tinh thén gido hudn, bi quan van xudt hién dam nét
trong thi ca thé ky VI; doi song chinh tri cda dan ching bién thanh dé tai tranh luan, trat tw
mai bi chi trich thlrong xuyén hét strc chua cay. Thudc giai doan nay la nha van ngu ngén
Aesop (620-560) va nhém goi 1a thi si ngan ngi, Solon (638- 558) thanh Athens, Phocylides
thanh Miletus, Theognis thanh Megara, loi ngan gon, kin dao, bi an tiéu biéu suy tw cé tinh
cach dao dtrc c6 thé xac dinh nhuw triét Iy dao dirc trong thoi ky phoi thai. Sy that 1a, con nguoi
bit dau phan tich, nhan dinh cudc doi, khong phai chi song trong cudc doi, ma suy tw, can nhic
ky lwdng vé cudc dol con nguoi khong con bang long gép tiéng noi voi quan niém thong
thuong va dao 1y quen thudc ctia noi gidng, trai lai san sang dwa ra suy tu va khat vong c6 tinh
cach ton gido, chinh tri, dao dirc. Bi thé, tinh than tim hiéu, thoat ly nay sinh, két qua la do
kinh nghiém tu dong lau dai, phurc tap, din t&i tim hidu cé tinh cAch triét ly vé 16i song ctia con
ngudi trong hinh thirc ly thuyet vé dao dirc va chinh tri.

Phat trlen ton gido ciling theo dwong twong tw. Thoat dau hinh thitc tho ciing thién nhién, tén
gido cua nguoi Hy-lap phat trién thanh quan niém da than, sang tao xa hoi than linh song cudc
doi c6 tinh cach lich strdo hang ngi thi sI tu'ong tuwong chung song voi hang ha xa s6 thuc thé
siéu pham. Trong dia hat nay tinh than suy tu va phé phan ciing anh hudng, bién doi ton giao
thanh sttc manh dao dirc va duy ly. Suy tw vé tinh tinh va cu XUt cua than linh, nhw Homer miéu
ta, cOng voiy thirc tinh té vé dao dirc khai sinh quan niém trong sang vé nti Olympus voi da
tién bo clia van minh than linh tré thanh dao ditc, Chta té (Zeus) quan niém nhuw thi linh cAm

can ndy muc dao ditc didu khién trat tw xa hoi siéu pham, bdo vé 1 phai trén tran gian va thién
dinh.

Trai lai, quan niém siéu hinh tim thay nhan thirc trong ly thuyét ve than linh, nguon goc cung
lién hé cia than linh véi than linh, va than linh véi thé gi¢i. Bat dau suy ngam ve huyén thoai
truyén thong, con nguoi tu h01 than linh xust hién nhu thé nao; cung cach con 4u tri, st dun
huyen thoai lau doi nhw co s¢ suy ctru, con nguoi mudn gidi thich swviéc. Chirng tich c6 nhat
vé pha hé than linh 1a cuén Than pha cua Hesiod. Thudc cung loai van chwong 1a than pha cua
Pherecydes dao Syros (540 TCN), va nguon goc vii tru theo ton phal Orpheus, tin nguong cdn
clr vao than thong, c6 1€ thé ky VITCN, song hinh thitc hién tai c6 1& 1a thé ky I TCN. Theo Than
pho ctia Hesiod xuit hién trudc tién la Chaos (hon mang) tiép theo Gaia (trai dat), roi dén
Eros (ai than). Tir hon mang nay sinh u minh (Erebos) va dém (Nux), u minh két hop véi dém
san sinh tinh khi (Ether) va ngay (Hemera). Trai dat két hop voi bau troi [(Uranos) ha sinh
bién c3, song ngoi. Tinh yéu (Aphrodite) ket hop vo6i hat giong cua bau troi sinh ra mua tr bau
troi do xuong gieo rac sw song, hat giong nay mam sinh ra van vat trong thién nhién. C8 gang
nhw vay la nham giai thich nguon goc s vat, khong phai theo dlro'ng 161 khoa hoc, hop ly nhw
ta hiéu ngay nay, song voi chatliéurdtra tir ' tuong twong thi ca va huyen thoai dan gian. Thi si
tw hoi sy vat trién dién Xung quanh bit ngudn tir dau, thi si muon giai thich theo kinh nghiém
thwong nhat, nhw hau qua cta phat sinh tw nhién hay y dinh ctia con ngwdi: u minh két hop véi



dém sinh ra ngay; trai dat két hop véi bau troi sinh ra bién ca, sd6ng ngoi.

Tuy khong phdi triét hoc, song than pha stra soan cho triét hoc nay sinh. Trong khai niém
huyén thoai da thay hién hién mam mong cua tu twon triét hoc, wéc mudn lam thé nao giai
thich, mic du yéu cau bt nguon tiry chi va dé dang thoa man bang hinh anh do tuwéng twong
cung ing. Than pha va nguon goc vii tru bleu thi mirc do ti€n bo doi véi huyén thoai; cd hai
nham hop ly héa thé giéi huyén thoai, giai thich nguon gbc thuc the theo quan niém chung chi
phéi bién chuyén trong thién nhién va théng tri s c6 trong doi song con nguwdi. Dau thé e
thuyét vira ké phan 1on van chi 1a e thuyet nham thoéa min tuong twong phoi bay trong thi ca
hon la nhan thic thé hién trong ly ludn, va trc thuyét d6 két hop vaoi strc manh siéu nhién hon
la nguyén nhan ty nhién. Triét hoc xuat hién khi Iy ludn | thay the hw cam, tri nang thay thé
tuong tuong, khi ‘chidu hwong siéu nhién coi nhw nguyén tac giai thich b1 huy bo, khi dir kién
cu thé str dung lam can cit trong viéc nghién ctru va giai thich. D6 la cd gang giai thich sw co
lién hé dén con ngudi va bién chuyen dién ra trong thién nhién theo cung cach bét chu quan,
bét dinh klen khonglién hé véi huyen thoai dan gian, khéng vudng mac boi nhu cau thuc tién.
Xudt hién & Nam Au trong thé ky VI TCN trong thoi ky khai sang, do la san pham tw nhién cta
tinh than tra van biéu 16 trong moi hinh thitc cudc sdng tam linh ctia ngwoi Hy-lap.

Triét hoc Hy-lap bat diu v&i viéc tim hiéu ban chit thé gidi khach quan. Thoat dau hudng
ngoai ¢ cham chi tim hiéu thién nhién, sau d6 dan dan hwéng ndi tim hiéu con ngudi. Van dé
dau tién la: thé nao la thién nhién, va do viy, thé nao 1a con ngwm" Van dé th hai la: thé nao la
con nguoi, va do vay, thé nao l1a thién nhién? Trong tam chuyen dich tir thién nhién toi con
nguwoi dan dén viéc tim hiéu van dé tAm ly con nguwoi: tAm tri con nguoi, cung cach cw xir cua
con nguoi, tim hiéu Iy luan, dao dirc, tam ly, chinh tri, thi ca. Buoc tlep theo, dac biét hon, cht
trong van dé dao dic: cuc diém cua toan thién la gi, muc dich va ctru canh cua cudc doila thé
nao? Dao dirc tré thanh dé tai chinh yeu luan ly va siéu hinh lui vé dia vi phu tro dé giai quyet
van dé luanly, dao dirc. Sau cung la van de Thwo'ng dé& hay Tao héa, lién hé ctia con nguoi voi
Thién chtia hay Héa cong van dé than hoc, va ciing nhu lic bt dau, triét hoc Hy-lap két thic
voi

ton gido.

1.Van dé dau tién dé cap la thoi ky tién bién sw (S6-phit) kéo dai tir nam 585 dén gitta thé ky V
TCN. Triét hoc budi ddu hwéng téi thién nhién, da phan chu trueong vat hoat luan, quan niém
thién nhién sinh hoat nhw con ngui; nghiéng veé ban thé, triét hoc tim hiéu ban chat sw vat;
chu trueong nhat nguyén, triét hoc ly giai hién tugng ngoai gioi bang nguyén tac don thuan; c6
vé gido dieu, triét hoc cho rang tam tri con ngudi co kha nang gidi quyét van dé thé gidi. Phat
sinh trong boi cdnh cuc bg, triét hoc giai doan birng né trong vung lonia, dao Sicile, man nam
nuocy.

2. Thoi ky bién su, thudc thé ky V, la thoi ky chuyen tlep Suot thoi gian do thai do ho nghi phat
trién, khong tin tri nang con nguoi co thé  giai quyét van dé the gi¢i, dong thoi giam thiéu niém
tin d6i véi quan niém va dinh the co truyen Phong trao to6 vé hoai nghi, cwc doan, thach do,
lanh dam hoac phan bién d01 voi suy tuw siéu hinh; tuy nhién, thay vi di vao duong triru twong,
lai 16n tiéng kéu goi chti y van dé con nguoi, doi hoi nhu didu kién can thiét, tim hiéu chi li vin
dé nhan thie, van dé dao dtrc, phong trao m¢ duong di vao thO’l ky Socrates. Athens la qué
hwong ctia giai doan khai | sang phat trién IAn nay phong phu gip boi, nhiéu trwdng phai triét
hoc nhw hoa mua xuan né ro.

3. Thoi ky Socrates kéo dai tir 430 dén 320 TCN la thoi ky tai thiét. Bénh vuc nhan thic,
Socrates ra strc chong lai thai do hoai nghi mai miét tin cong, dong thoi chitng té néu st dung
phuong phap 16-gic con nguoi co thé tién toi sw that. Ong cling mé& dwong cho khoa dao dic
hoc khi tim du cach dinh nghia chan thién. Plato va Aristotle thay nhau xay dung nguyén tac
nhan thitc (luan ly hoc), pham hanh (dao dtrc hoc), va nha nwoc (chinh tri hoc) trén nén méng
sw phu da thiét lap Hai nguoi cling Khai trién siéu hinh hoc, va giai thich vii tru theo tam tri, ly
luin hodc tinh than. B&i thé ¢ thé xac dinh triét hoc thoi ky nay la phé phan: nghién ctru



nguyén tac nhan thirc; la duy ly: chip nhin Iy luan c6 kha nang truy lung sy that; 1a nhan ban:
tim hiéu con nguoi; 1 Iy twong hodc tinh than: st dung tri nang nhw nhan t6 chll yéu trong viéc
cat nghia thuec tai; 1a nhi nguyén: cong nhan vat chit 1a yéu td thit hai.

4. Thoi ky cudi cung keo dai tir 320 dén 529 SCN ménh danh thoi ky hau Aristotle, nam do
Hoang dé La-ma Justinian ha 1énh dong ctra cac truong phai triét hoc; phap 1énh ghl ‘Tw ray
vé sau khéng than dan nao duoc phép giang day triét hoc hodc gidi thich luatlé & Athens”.
Athens, Alexandria va Roma chiu dnh hlro'ng trirc tiép. Hai giai doan hién hinh: mét dao dixc,
mot than hoc. (a) Cau héi noi troi doi véi Zeno (340 265), triét gia khic ky, va Eplcurus (342-
270), triét gia khoai lac, la van dé luan ly. Con ngudi 0 gang nham muc dich gi? Triét phai
khoai lac noi tim hanh phuc; triét phai khac ky dap s6ng dao dtrc. Hai trwong phai, mot
nghleng vé luan ly, mot nga vé siéu hinh. Truong phai trén, vi y thirc nhw vay sé thu tiéu mé tin,
ngu muodi va gop phan vao hanh phuc; trwong phai dudi, do hiéu biét nhu thé s& gido duc con
ngudi hiéu bon phan nhu mot phan trong vi tru hop ly. Nguoi theo treong phai khoai lacla
tho may; nguoi theo truong phal khac ky 1a thay tu, vii tru 1a sw biéu hién vé bién cda Iy tinh
toan thién. (b) Phong trao than hoc phat xuat tir Alexandria thanh hinh do triét hoc Hy-lap t1ep
xuc voi ton gido Dong phuong. Theo thoi gian, khi phat trién cao dd, phong trao tim cach  gidi
thich the gioi nhu san pham phat xuat tir Tao-hda siéu viét hoac Thu*crng dé toan nang vira la
nguon coi vira la muc tiéu cia moi thuec thé.

Hién tai khe khit

Thé ky V TCN. la thoi ky khai phong tich cuc va thanh cong ruc r& khap dia ban Hy-lap. Phan
khai khi danh bai xam lwoc Ba-tw, tinh than méi day tin twdng va tao bao dan t&i phat trién
mau le, banh truéng rdo riét trong moi mdt doi song. Tinh than do tap trung & Athens, ngoi
truong dao tao nhan tai cho dat nwéc, dwdi tai lanh dao ctia Pericles, chinh tri, thu'crng mai
phat trién sung mdn, van chuong, nghe thuat sinh hoa két trai ruc rd; khap noi con nguoi hang
say tim hiéu, dau ¢ 0c mai mé vuon toi chan troi kién thitc. Khoang gitra thé ky, khoa hoc va
triét hoc, tirlau quan quyén véi nhau, da buéc - nhiing budc dang ke, theo ngon ngir ngay nay la
dat mirc tién bd, nhat la nganh vatly. Khong c6 dung cu chinh xac, nhw kinh thién van, phong
thi nghiém, cac nha tu tu'crng Hy- 1ap chi tién hanh cong cudc tim hiéu bang quan sat va Iy luan;
vay ma ho hiu nhw da ti€n gan thuyet nguyen ti. Tiéc chang 1a khéi kinh nghiém, dit kién dé6
khong duoc phéi hop, diéu chinh, viéc suy cttu, khao sat lai theo dwong hwong khac blet theo
trueong phai tw twong khac biét, khong chia sé, , twong tro, chi tin tlrcmg hoc thuyet clia minh,
coi thuong ly thuyét cda nguoi. Nhiéu tiéng néi cat lén, phan 16n mau thuln, tiéng noéi ndo
cling 16i cudn, song cuc ky map mo, dan thwong khong biét tin ai va tin cai gl.

Sinh hoat tri thirc s6i suc, tu twong chinh tri phat trién doi hoi gido duc tién bo. Nham thoa
man doi hdi tw nhién xuAt hién, giai tAng méi gom mau nguoi xa hoi du'o'ng thoi ménh danh
S6-phit ra doi, tiéng Hy- lap sophlstes tryc nghia la nguoi uyén bac, nguoi lo viéc hleu biét,
tiéng Phap le sophlste tleng Anh the sophlst tir dién ngoai ngir cua ta dich nha quy bién, nha
nguy bién, nha tu tir. Thay vi thé& néu dich t6i dich 1a bién s, va néu dung toi dung hai chir
nghia nhw nhau; nhung su6t doi thoai toi dung chit S6-phit phién am nguyén tu, vi thién nghi
chir nay c6 gia tri lich st ménh danh mau ngwoi thoi dai. Hon thé, trom nghy, do gitr vai tro dac
biét trong van héa va triét hoc, chit nay duong nhién mang nghia dac thu cua no. Ho huin
luyén hoc vién dat mirc tuyét hao noi tiéng co tai bién noi nang kém cdi, té nhat thanh t6t dep,
hiing hon, trao tay nghé thuat phat biéu truwéc cong ching, vii khi hitu h1eu v0 cung, vi moi
chuyén quan trong déu do hoi dong cong dan gom toan dan dng hodc toa 4n b6i tham rat déng
quyét dinh. Ho khong phai trlet gia hoac nha khoa hoc ma chi la thay gido chuyén nghiép lang
thang do day dé kiém song gidng day cung cach pho dlen bién ludn & hoi trwong, & toa an, &
noi cong cong sao cho troi chay, luu loat nham bao vé ban than, dong thoi thuyet phuc nguoi
nghe. Trong s6 ho c6 nguoi c6 khad nang thuc sy mudn dem klen thirc chia se véi doi; nguoc
lai, c6 nguoi co vii thai d§ hoai nghi, dong dac tuyén b viéc - g1 0 doi cling c6 hai mat, tim ra gia
tri chan thuc cua swviéc khong phai de dang, boi thé rao giang khuynh hlro'ng chu quan, triét
Iy twong d6i. Nhin chung nhan thirc cia ho c6 vé ndng can va vu thuc. Ho néi: “Hiéu biét 1a diéu



bat kha, song t6i co thé chi cach ban tan dung kha nang cia minh”. Boi thé ho nham lam thé
nao dat xao diéu va hiéu qua hon 12 nhan thirc va dao dtrc. Nguoi muon hoc phal tra tién, sw
thé khién triét gi¢i chau may, dau vay viéc lam van dién ra ém 4 va rong khap Tuy thé viéclam
lai c6 moi hop Iy, nhatla nguoi doi danh gia cao cai mua mgi gia tri, cai cho tam thuwdong. T6m
lai, ly twdng dao dirc, ton gido thinh hanh xwa kia bay gio bat dau nhlmng budc cho tw twong
thu'c dung, Boi thé dan chiing 14n 16n Socrates v&i S6-phit do hai bén thuong dat van dé gia tri
truyen thong 'Nhung hai bén khac nhau quyét liét: S6-phit hay bién su chu treong dua nguoi
vao duong tién téi thanh céng, trong khi Socrates khang dinh 6ng ching day gi; chuyén tro cua
ong chi nham kham pha sy that, lam sao nam bat h1eu biét vé cuoc doi va gia tri cua cudc doi,
theo 6ng d6 1a nén tang co ban cda cudc doi tot dep va triét Iy tot dep, doi voi 6ng do 1a hanh
trinh theo dudi vira tri thirc vira dirc do. B&i dirc do 1a hiéu biét, béi sé di lam diéu sai trai dy 1a
chi vi con ngwdi khong biét lam gi t6t dep hon.

Lé loi trong codi nguoi ta

Tinh thé doi hoi nguwoi cat tleng cap ky, dan dua trat tw ¢ tinh trang hon loan thoi dai dang e co
ganh chiu trér vé voi tri thirc va dao dirc, sang loc cai thuc khéi cai gia, cai c6t 161 khéi cai bé
ngoai, cai chu yéu khéi cai tinh co, X€p dat con nguoi ding chd, tro giup con ngwoi nhin sy viéc
trong quan hé dung dan, str gia hoa binh cAm can nay myc duy trl quan binh gitra cuc hitu va
cuc ta. Nguoi dé xuat hién trong Socrates (469-399), nhan vat vi dai, hiém c6 trong lich st tw
tuwong Tay phuong, va co I€ ca Dong phuong, cha de tri thirc sinh ra chudi dai bay con triét gia,
tw twong va ly twdng ché ngu van minh Tay phuong hon hai ngan nam va con tiép tuc anh
hwong tw duy nhan loai dén ngay nay, khong viét chir nao d€ lai cho doi, song doi twdng nhé
khon nguoi.

Cudc doi Socrates dwdi mat nguoi Tay phuwong datra van dé tuong tw cudc doi Gié-su bon
tram nam sau dudi mat tin do Ki-td. Khong cé vu x1r nao, trir vu xw G1e -su Ki-t6, gy an twong
day dut trong tam tw nguoi Tay phuong nhu vu xur Socrates Ha1 vu gan nhw tuong ty. Khong
c6 tuwong thuat duwong thoi, ngay ca am chi ngan ngui. Khong c6 bién ban, khong co ho so toa
an. Khon nghe tiéng bién Iy khep toi. Nguoi sau biét chuyén la do mon sinh c6 cam tinh ké lai.
Ve tiéu st nguoi sau biét rat it chi tiét, nhiing gi nguoi sau biét déu la phéng doan, phan dung
thi {t, phan sai thi nhiéu, mu6n dan chirmg can can nhac hét sirc cdn than, boi hau hét chi tiét
déu do Plato cung cap. Mat khac, dung quén Socrates chiu an tir hinh la do da s6 boi thim
quyét dinh, hoi dong nghi 4n gom 500 dan 6ng thanh quéc bdc tham lwa chon. Puong nhién
dudi mat ho lic d6 hinh dnh Socrates khong ngoan muc nhw hinh anh Socrates dudi mat
chung ta bay gi0. Nho Plato nguoi sau c6 hinh anh hau nhw hién thuce va kha ai. La dé tir kinh
trong, quy mén su phu hon ai hét, Plato biét va hiéu Socrates nhleu hon nhitng nguoi két an
6ng. Lam sao phu nhan Socrates [a nhan vat chi chét trong lich st trlet hoc Tay phuong?
Trudc khi bi cao budc va hanh hinh, 6ng da sdng qua giai doan lich str Athens va Sparta tré
thanh dé quoc cuwong thinh, hai thanh quoc xung dot, chién tranh Peloponnesos kéo dai, lan
th& nhat tw 460 dén 445, [an thi hai tir 431 dén 404. Trong cudc thw hung lan thi hai, Athens
dai bai, dé quoc tanrj, ché d6 qua dau Sparta nam quyeén cai tri, thuong goi la Ba Muwoi Bao
Chua hay Nhém Ba Muwoi. Ché do gioi han, kKim kep, ki€m soat gat gao, cong dan khong duoc tu
do nhu thoi trwdc, hang tram ngwoi bi bic hai, am sat hodc tir hinh, hang ngan nguoi phai lan
trén hodc bd nwéc lwu vong. Nhém Ba Muoi bi 14t d6 ndm 403, chinh thé& dan chi tai lap. Di
nhién Socrates chiu

anh huwong thoi cudc, doi 6ng gan lién véi giai doan lich strroi loan. Chang han 6ng di linh,
chién dau trong cudc chién Peloponnesos lan thit hai. Khi cam quyén Nhom Ba Muoira lenh
quan doi dén ‘nhamot cong dan bat dem di x¥ tlt, nhung Ong tir ch01 Du bay gio khong tuan
1énh bao quyén, song trudc day o6ngla thay day Critias, thanh vién Nhém Ba Mwoi, rat c6 thé vi
lién hé nhuw thé nén 6ng bi birc hai sau nay. Mat khac, khi ché d6 dan chu tai lap, 6ng lai dirng
dung, khong té ra ting h hay tham gia, rat c6 thé su thé nhu vay ciing khién ong khé bé yén
than.

Ong chao doi trong ngdi lang ven bién thanh phd Athens nim 469 TCN, gia dinh nghéo khé,



cha lam nghé xé d4, tho cham, ngay nay goi la diéu khac, tac twong, thud dé khong hé phan
biét, me la Phaenarete lam mu do, tén nghia la ‘dem dic do (aréte) ra anh sang’, tén va viéc
ctia ba qua la gia tai ky diéu dinh cho con trai. Socrates st dung nghé do dé cua me dé thuc
hién ban chat triét ly ctia dng. Trong Theaetetus 150c 6ng néi: ‘Khac nhau & chd 1a ban nhan
tro giip dan 6ng, khong phai dan ba, va ban nhan canh chung linh hon chir khong phai thé xac
ho 1am bon’. Ong ldy vo lic nao khong ai hay, chi biét nguoi dan ba song voiong tén la
Xanthlppe Chachan 6 6ng lap gia dinh lic khodng ngii tuan, hay mudn hon, hoac ba nay la vo
thi hai, vi ldc qua doi 6ng bay mwoi, ba con trai con nho, dtra lén chwa dén hai muoi, dira nhé
con bé trén tay. Theo loi vdn gia Xenophon trong Memorabilia (Hoi ky) va kich gia
Aristophanes trong bam mdy ba la phu ni 1dm diéu, ba thuong la 161, 6ng nin thinh khong noi
mot 1o, co 1€ vi thé mang tiéng so vo. Néu dung vay sir thé xem ra dang ti€c vé phan 6ng, song
cling khong c6 gi qua dang dé ché trach vé phan ba, nguoi phu nie tan tao dang thwong. Boi 1€
ba phai mot minh lo toan moi viéc, nudi con, ki€ém séng trong khi 6ng nhon nho nhw may troi
bang lang. Lai c6 ngudn tin ké c6 nguoi dan ba tén Myrto song voi 6ng nhu ve thir nhit, nhw
nguoi tinh, nhw vo thit hai, nhung nguon nay chic han vo can cit nén it ngudi d€ y. Nhic lai loi
van si khac Dlogenes Laertius ké Socrates ldy vo thir hai vi ludt Athens cho phép hop thirc hoa
conngoai hon dé tram 16 h6ng nhan mang thiéu hut tram trong do cudc chién lau dai giy nén!
Ong c6 dwoc hoc hanh hay khong, nguoi sau khong biét, ma chi biét 6 6ng ham hoc hoi, sw thé
dwong nhlen tao diéu kién dé 6 ong phat trién kién thirc trong do thi van hoa dang phat trlen
manh liét vé mat tri thirc. Nguoi sau biét ong di linh mot thoi gian, tham gia chién dich @ man
bic xir s&, tai Potidaea ndim 432, rdi ndm 429, va tai Amphlpohs nam 422; ong con tham duw
tran Delium nam 424, vitrong Sumposmm (Yen hoi) cua Plato, A1c1b1ades miéu ta 6ng kién
cwong chiu dung gian kho va rit can trwedng lac doan quan thao lui, quan thanh quoc Athens bi
quan thanh qudc Thebes danh bai. Thudc thanh phan trudng gia giau co Alcibiades gia nhap
ky binh; thudc thanh phan thtr dan nghéo nan Socrates gia nhap bo binh, hang hoplite, trong
binh trang bi vii khi ndng.

Socrates song ca doi ¢ Athens. Trir thoi gian phuc vu trong quan ngi 6ng thuong néi chua bao
gi® roi noi chon rau cat ron. Lic tré duwong nhw 6ng ham tim hiéu thién vin va khoa hoc tw
nhién. C6 1é vi thé Aristophanes hai hwéc chim choc trong kich phdm Dam may (trlnh d1en 25
nam trudc khi Socrates qua doi). Mo truong day hoc ménh danh la nha suy tuwong, 6ng cuén
minh trong chiéc ré 1én treo ling lang dé quan sat bau troi va thién thé; truyén ba chuyén mon
6ng day nghé thuat hung bién, dan dua mon sinh toi chd bang b, bat kinh d6i voi gia tri co
truyen Nhin theo khia canh nay 6ng dung la S6-phit hoac bién su chinh cong! Trong thu*c te
6ng khong mo truong day hoc, va néi dingra ong khong c6 hoc tro, dng chi thuyét giang &
ngoai duong, noi cho bua, chd dong ngudi qua lai. Ong khong dinh Ifu chinh sw dwong thoi.
Ong khang dinh c6 tiéng noi thiéng liéng (phai ching hinh bong ao tudng, tleng noi lwong tam,
hay kinh nghiém than | bi?) 6ng goi la daimonion, khong bao gio bao lam cai gi, song thinh
thoang chi cho thay cai khong nén lam. T1eng noi d6 dan 6ng nén lanh xa chinh tri. Tuy nhién,
khi nhiém vy doi hoi phai gop strc vao cong dong tiéng néi do té ra sang su6t. Qua cudc boc
thdm dwoc ctr lam chu tich iy ban t6 chirc hoi dong nhan dan, ong san sang tham du. Chinh thé
thay d01 ché do dan chii thang thé, du bi khong wa, song van gitt virng chu truong, 6ng phan
d01 viéc dem may tudng chi huy ra xw toi, vi bao tap dix dan nén khéng thé ctru vot thuy thi
tan tac trong tran hai chién & Arglnusae Khi Athens bai tran, Sparta thang tran, ché do dan chua
sup do, ché do qua dau lén thay, cam dau la Ba Muoi Bao Chua ong cling bi dam nay ghétbé do
tir chéi tham gia chién dich tan sat va khung bo. Trong doi song thuong I nhat cw xtt nhan tt,
nhan thirc sau sac, tinh tinh hoa nha, tat ca bién 6ng thanh mau nguoi dé thwong. Nguoi yéu
sw that, ngudi song lwong thién quy mén; than hitu, dé tir kinh trong nhw thanh nhan. Trai lai,
do thal do ngay thang, cwong trirc 6ng ciing khién nguoi wa lwon leo, chuéng bé ngoai trong
cach s6ng ciing nhw cach nghi hAm huc ghét bé.

Theo nghé cha it 1du 6ng bé ngang vi cdm tha'y ‘thién hudng mu6n tim hiéu chinh minh bang
cach hoi han nguoi khac” thoi thuc khon nguoi. Do vay 6ng co6 thoi quen chuyén tro voi du
hang nguoi thudc dua thanh phan ca dan 6ng lan dan ba, & ngoai dwong, trong cho, gitra phong
tap thé duc, ban luan du thir dé tai: chién tranh, chinh tri, hon nhan, tinh ban, tinh yéu, ndi tro,



nghé thuat, thwong mai, thi ca, ton giao, khoa hoc, va ddc biét dao dirc. Khong c6 cai gi thudc
ve con nguoi xa la voi 6ng. Cudc doi vui buodn, hay dé, xau tot suwong | kho, véi da nét vé tré
thanh dé tai 6ng tim hiéu ngon nganh, song moi khia canh cta thé gioi khach quan 6ng dé nam
im ngudi lanh khong dung to1; 6ng ndi 6ng khong hoc héi duoc gi tir ngon cay hay tang da. Té
nhi va man cam, mau le nhén ra ly ludn c6 mui mau luan, 6ng khéo 1éo 1éo 14i cudc chuyeén tro
tro lai tdm diém van de Mac du hién lanh, that tha, hay bong dua, pha tro, song 0ng cling khoai
moi méc théi hw tat xau cda thoi dai, cham choc vé bé ngoai réng tuéch bang mii kim di dom.

Cw xr véi ai, trong hoan cdnh nao 6ng ciing biéu dwong dic tinh 6 ong hang rao giang: ongla
nguoi tiét do dang ké, tam hon hao hiép, tinh tinh cao thuong, 16i song dam bac, phuc strc gidn
di, thai d6 nhan nhuc khac thuong. Cudc doi kéo dai bay muoi ndm trén tran gian, chirng kién
thé sw thang tram, thay ngoi doi chu, cdnh tuong 1én voi xuong cho, chém glet dam mau, lira
dao trang trom, con ngudi nay thé nay mai thé khac, 6ng néu bat khi tiét, , qua cam ve dirc do,
can dam trong hanh dong, trong chién tranh cting nhu trong sinh hoat xa hoi. Thai do hién
ngang trong phién xu tao hinh anh day an twong - dinh dac, cyong quyét, nhat quan, kién dinh;
6ng lam cai 6ng nghi la pha1 khong s sét, khong khim nim. Ong chét ngoan muc nhu da song
ngoan muc, thwong cam véi moi nguoi, khong oan hon mot ai. Bi két toi phu nhan than linh,
dau doc thanh nién, két toi nhu' vdy la sai 1am sai lam dé khong phai sai lam cua thanh quoc
hay luat phap, ma la sai Jam ctia ké cAm quyén c6 tinh bé cong sy that, bop méo cong ly, nam
399 TCN. 6ng phai uong thuéc doc. Ton trong chinh quyen trung thanh v&i thanh quoc, ong
san sang ching t6 ban than khong coi thuong ludt phap, va mudn nguoi khac hanh XU twong
tw. Sau khi bi két 4n, bi giam cam, bi xiéng xich, khi than hiru chanh long thuong tiéc sap dat ké
hoach trén tu, dng tir chdi, nai Iy sudt doi da hu’crng loi ich caa 1uat phap - twr do tu twong, tw do
ngon luan, tw do phat biéu - dén nay veé gia khong thé bdi nghia véi an nhan.

Vé hinh dang va dién mao Socrates khong dé thuwong chit nao. Lun, khoe, map, da san sui, mat
161, trong toét, mii hech long may chéi xé; miéng rong, moi day, rau ram, tran hoi. Than the
chic nich, co bap gan guoc, kha ndng chiu du'ng phi thudng, quan ao 16 th01 chan khong giay,
khong dep, dau ngang cao, mit quay nhin hai bén, '6ng buoc di nghénh ngang, co ve tu tin, tw
man, va thwong dung lai kha Iau lam nhuw ngay ngat xuat than. Trai lai dau 6¢ minh man, nhay
bén khac thwong. Y chi xem ra manh liét nhw niém tin, hanh dong tinh tdo, minh man chang
khac suy tu. Song ¢ thoi dai hoai nghi 6ng vitng tin dao dirc chan chinh la digu phai quan tam.
Nguoi ta bao vé ngoai dién 6 6ng trong twa duong than, vi thé trong Yén hoi (Simposium), Plato
miéu ta, Alcibiades bao 6ng giong hon ma Silenus, than linh ring xanbh. Tuy thé, nét xau xi, vé
tho kech b1en mat khi 6ng noi chuyén, vé duyén dang, strc hip dan do ngén tir y nhi tudén ra
khién ngudi nghe quén hét dic diém ky quac vira ké.

Nam 399 TCN 6ng bi Anytus, Meletus va Lycon thudc phe dan cht m&i 13y lai chinh quyen dau
don khai to: khong tin twdng than linh thanh quoc tin twdng, hii bai, tha héa thanh nién.” Cao
budc thit nhat c6 ve phi ly, boi trong thuc té da s6 dan Athens khong tin twdng thin linh thanh
quoc tin tuong, trai lai Socrates tin twéng va tin twong manh liét co than linh nhan tw, d6 luong
bang lang dau day. Cdo budc thir hai c6 vé cu thé. . Tuy nhién, néu htt héa thanh nién nghia la
giao duc ho khong chap nhan quan diém phl ly ctia cha chu, cui dau tin twéng khong tra hai,
khong bién luan, nhw vay ré rang dng cé toi.

Phuong thirc tién hanh t6 tung & Athens ngay d6 khac han ngay nay. Coéng dan nao cling co
quyén kién cdo. Pung thi thang, sai bi phat. Nguwoi bi kién tw bién ho trudc toa, vi thé phai hoc
cach néi ning, bién luan sao cho lwu loat, mach lac. Cung vi thé trong xd hoi ndy sinh hai hang
nguoi: S6-phit (blen SU’) va Sy-co (co moi). Thanh phan thi nhat cong khai hudn luyén nghé
thudt st dung ngdn tir noi cong cong; thanh phan thit hai kin ddo bat bilam tién nan nhan:
muon yén chuyén thi giai quyét van dé riéng tw gitra d6i bén, Sy-co hay tén goi day dua
Sycophantes bi€t cachlo gium, bén bi khoi ra toa, Sy-co thvfcrng thdo vé&i bén nguyén, két qua
bao dam mi man. Phién xw diénra ch1 trong mot ngay, an lénh thi hanh ngay hom do. Boi thé
dl c6 muén mua chudc cling kho ma bo tién hoi 16 bdi tham, s6 lwong rat 16n; vu xtr Socrates
boi thim gém 500 nguoi, qua béc tham s6 nam cong dan du'(yc lwa chon sé thll'C hién nhiém vu



cong dong Khong c6 luat su chuyén nghiép bao chita, khong c6 bién ly hay cong to Uy vién
khep toi, truy to do ca nhan thwc hién lam don dwa ndi vu ra hoi dong nhan dan tirc toa an cong
cong. Cung khai, bién giai theo thoi gian dong hd nhé nuéc; dong ho 1a binh chira nwéec, dong
ho nglrng nhé khi nhan chirng cung khai. Nguyén cao noi trudc, bi cao noi sau, bi cao pha1 tuw
bién ho. Sau khi nghe hai bén trinh bay ly 1€, b6i thaAm biéu quyet bi cdo c6 toi hay vo toi. Néu
v t0i, bi cao dwoc tha tirc thi. Néu cé toi, b1 cao cho, boi thdm sé bo phiéu nghi 4n. Phwong
thitc didn ra nhu thé 1a nhim dé bén nguyén va bén bi, moi bén chudn bi dua ra hinh phat,
dong thoi dé boi tham c6 thoi gian can nhic dé ' nghi gitra doi bén roi quyét dinh. Khong c6
thoa hiép hay hoa giai. Trong thuc té bén nguyén thuwong dé nghi tir hinh nhdm 4p ddo tinh
than bén bi. Néu hiéu la c6 toi, va biét hinh phat sé 1a ti hinh hay hinh phat ban than dé nghi,
bén bi dwong nhién sé& dé ngh1 mot cach cu thé.

Theo sirliéu nhleu nguoi & Athens thuc ra khong mudén Socrates bi tir hinh. BPiéu ho muén hon
hét dy 1a 6ng ngd 101 ta 16i, lam vay chic hdn hoi dong cling ungy hai long. Trong so nguoi
nhiét tinh phai ké Alcibiades da b6 Athens theo Sparta, va nhieu nguoi trong gioi trwong gia
ung ho va cau thanh Ba Muoi Bao Chua da nam quyén diéu hanh chinh sw. Socrates khong ua
ché do doc tai, 6ng cling khong c6 cam tinh voi co ché dan chu. Nhung khi nhém nguoi co cam
tinh v&i 6ng lat do che do dan chu, sy thé chirng té anh hwong cua dng c6 tac dung rd rang.
Nhu vay 1oi ta 16i cong voi 1oi hira hen trong tuong lai cw xtr khac han c6 1é da dé€ ong thoat nan
va chi chiu phat va binh thuong. Néu ta 16i Ia diéu mong mudn, boi thaim doan sé€ khong c6, ma
sé thit vong. Socrates kién dinh, khong hoi hén, khong an nan su6t buoi xét xtr. Thai do
nghiém tuc, ngon tw dong dac, ngay gitra cong duwong, ong noi boi thim doan qua thuc may
man c6 6ng sam vai lwong tri noi cho biét sw that dailau den thé. B&i vay boi thim doan nén
dé 6ng song trong Prytaneion, biét thy nguyén [0 Gy hoi c6 kinh, thiéng liéng, noi vinh dw
danh cho luc si thé duc, tudng linh anh hung, danh nhan dat nwéc, dai dién gia dinh t6 tién da
gop phan to lon cho thanh quoc, dai ngd xing dang, phuc vy am thwc mién phi sudt doi. Lic
toa xac dinh co toi (ti s6 khac biét turong doi nho: 280 trén 220) ong tir chéi dwa ra dé nghi cu
thé thay phan quyét t& hinh. Ong thu 4n mdt cach nhan dao, uong thudc doc gia tw tat ca. Ban
an theo thong I dang 1€ thi hanh ngay hom do, nhung ngay trudc phién xir cing la ngay thuyen
thanh qudc ra di téi dao Delos 1am 16 cam ta than linh d3 phu ho thoat nan té sinh chua tré ve.
Trong khi thuyén con dang thi hanh st mang thiéng liéng, thanh quoc dinh chi moi 4n tir hinh.
Nam nay khong hiéu vi sao bao bién tung hoanh, hai trinh kéo dai, vi thé 6ng bi giam thém
mot thang, va thang sau 6ng méi binh than di vao coi v6 bién.

Socrates thuong noi 6ng khong phai thay gido, ong khong biét gi hét, diéu ong b1et ay la ong
khong biét, hi€u biét cua 6ng ngheo nan, 6ng chi c6 kha nang nho nhoi, nhu me 6ng do de cho
san phu, kha nang do giup 6ng d& nguoi khac nay sinh tu twong. Ngu'o'l quen biét, ké hAm mo
vdy quanh hoi han, chuyén tro. Ho la than hiru, dé tw hay khach qua duong. Hai bén dam dao
van dé ai dé bira 4y ngau hing néu ra. Trong s6 co nguoi tinh nghich tim cach choc pha cho bd
gheét, co nguoi ling nghe mé man L khong hiéu tai sao, c6 nguwoi khoai chi quan sat doilap bi cat
van ap ing, swong sung. SO sau cing la dam thanh nién quy toc do lién hé mat thi€t sau nay
ong gdp chuyén ching lanh, song trong sé dé cé nguwdi tré tudi quy trong dng vo clng.

Sudt doi Socrates ham mé theo du6i luin ly va dao dirc. Ong tw dat cho minh nhiém vu hoan
thanh st ménh thiéng liéng. Hoi dap mach lac, trong qua trinh sinh hoat nhu thé, khong nhiing
giup nguoi ddi thoai héa giai nghi ngo, danh tan ngd nhan khoi tam tri, ma con thanh loc tam
tri ban than, 6ng gép phan dang ké vao luin ly, nhat 1a tién t&i quy nap va dinh nghia. Thong
thuwong ong lam nhu thé nay. Trong luc chuyen tro bat chot chir Cong binh xudt hién chang
han, 6ng s€ hoi chir d6 nghia la gi; nguoi doi thoai dap, 101 dap c6 vé chwra thda dang, 6ng t1ep
tuc ndi trién dwa ra vi du khac nhau vé Cong | binh, cudi cling chirng to, mac du khac biét veé chi
tiét, song vi du mang dic tinh tuwong dong, can ctrvao ddc tinh c6 thé nhan ra ban chat vi duy;
nhan ra nhw thé dién ta bang tir ngir 1a dinh nghia. Trong khi c6 gang d1nh nghia 6ng cho nguoi
d6i thoai thay dic tinh tong quat twong dong nhiéu sw vat ca thé chia sé, dau sy Vat nay khac
swvat Kkia, song tat ca thay “co ve” twong tw. Qua buwdi, qua cam, quatao déu “cé ve "tron, qua
nay tron hon qua kia, nhung tat ca 1a vi du biéu thi hinh trang tron, can clr vao vé nay, khong



can la ddc tinh bi€u hién, ta miéu ta bang dinh nghia. P4n nhan kham pha cua Socrates, Plato
khai trién sau xa hon. Plato Iy luan thé nay. Nhan thitc phai 1a diéu kha di; Socrates tin chic
nhu vay, néu khong thé gioi tro nén phi ly. Tuy nhién sy vat trong thé gi¢i khong thé hiéu biét
thwc sw, vi bién doi va vo thwong, do vay sur vat khong co thuc; chi cé thuc tai 1a bat bién. Vé
hinh hoc chang han dic tinh ta biét va c6 thé chung minh la dung véi hinh tron, hinh tam giac
khong hoan toan dung v61 hinh ddc biét ta vé, vi hinh ta vé ciing bat toan va v thuong Nhirng
hinh d6 c6 vé hodc trong nhw hinh trang vong tron, tam giac, ton tai dau do trong trang thai
toan bich bat diét.

Nhan ching thim lang

Thoi do do Socrates diém nhién chap nhan cai chét trong nwéc c6 bon nha van viét vé 6ng va
con nguoi cua 6ng: Xenophon véi con mit st gia chan thuec, Aristophanes voi tam nhin kich
gia hai hudrc, Plato véi phd dién nhan chirng hién thuc va Aristote véi cam nght triét gia khai
phong; thoi sau sau khi Socrates qua doi c6 vo s6 nha van trong va ngoai nudc lam viéc tuong
tw, nhat 1a cai chét dién hinh cda ong, s6 lwong nhiéu khon Ké. Gan cudi thé ky XVIII, mau murc
sinh dong, nét vé hién thuc, hoa s Phap Jacques L. David ghi lai gidy phut Socrates vira ban
luan voi than hitu ve séng chét & ¢ doi, so phan linh hon, vira chia tay cam chén thudc doc cai
nguc dua trong hoa pham goi cam La mort de Socrate (1787). Thé ky sau noi bat va dac biétla
hai nha tw tuwéng khac thuong: thay tu d& dang Soren Kierkegaard ¢ ban-mach, gido su triét
hoc Friedrich Nietzsche & Dirc thay phién hang say viét vé than tuong, dua ra nhigu y y kién tao
bao. Tuy nhién, trong s6 nguoi ghi chép sw kién, bay té cdm nghi, theo thién kién, Plato sau sac
va tai hoa hon ca. Plato kém Xenophon bay tudi. Cling nhu Xenophon, Plato la ngwoi Athens.
Khac Xenophon, Plato la nha tw tudng, lic tudi doi muoi quen b1et roi thu gido Socrates suot
muoi nam cubi doi triét gia. Nho Plato, Socrates dén véi moi nguoi trong hinh thitc quen
thudc la triét gia, khudn mat xau xi, song tam tri twoi dep, nguoi quang giao, vui ve, vay ma
dam chiéu, khe khat vé mit dao dtrc vi luon luén quan tam voi cdu hoi lam nguoi pha1 s6ng thé
nao cho phai ¢ doi. Qua Plato, Socrates xudt hién nhu nguoi ké chuyén, nha tu twong suy nghi
va giang day qua 101 noi, khong qua bai viét. Plato muén duy tri, bao vé, dep hoa hinh anh
nguoi ban vong nién, nguoi thay kha kinh vi nhan cach va tw tuwdng, béi theo 1o sdm Delphi,
Socrates 1a ngwoi hiéu biét uyén tham nhat doi. Lic tré Plato la thi si, tho da di vao tuyén tip
thoi dai, song Plato khong lam tho bay to xic dong ma str dung doi thoa1 nhuw hinh thirc chuyén
tro gh1 la1 phong cach Socrates to bay, bién giai gitra phién toa bat ké cao budc sé dan téi hau
qua bi tham thé nao. Truéc kia triét hoc ghi chép bang tho, bay gio triét hoc ghi chép bang van.
Doi thoai la hinh thirc Plato wa chuong Theo hoc gioi Tay Au Plato khong nhitng 1a nguoi duy
nhat hodc dau tién ma doc ddo va chua €6 nha van nao s dung thé loai tai tinh nhw 6ng. Vira la
luédn thuyet triét Iy, vira Ia tai liéu lich stt, d6i thoai clia 6ng 16i cudn khac thuong. 1301 thoai
mang tén Euthyphro, Apologia, Crito, Phaedo twdng thuat viéc kién cdo, cach bién g1a1 161 két
tdi va cai chét cua Socrates xuat hlen cung luc trong tac pham nay minh ching phan nao diéu
dé. P6i thoai thir nhdt mé man di vao bi Kich, Socrates dén tda nghe co trang; ddi thoai thit
hai, phan chinh bi kich, Socrates phan bién quyet liet; déi thoai thir ba canh chuyén, khong khi
thay doi, c6 ngudi vao ra trén tl, Socrates tir chdi, & lai nha giam chiu chét, khong trén ra
ngoai di luu vong; déi thoai thir tw két thic bi klch qua loi ke cua nhan chung, bién sy va tranh
luan vé ngay cudi trong doi Socrates, cung cach Socrates dén nhan cai chét, tranh luan cé tinh
cach triét hoc va huyén thoai vé ban chatTinh hon va klep sau. Socrates bao changnen thic
mac vi chét. Thit nhat, chét ciing t6t vi né nhw glac ngu. Thit hai, néu chét khong dan toi cudce
doi ki€p sau nhw nguoi ta thwong noi, ong sé tlep tuc song nhu da song trén tran gian, chuyen
tro, hoi han nguoi 6ng gap dudi do, nhat A nguwoinoi tiéng lirng danh; 6ng chu trwong khi song
thi s6ng sao cho phai lam nguoi, khi chét cling chét nhw thé, khong c6 gi phai bin long, thé xac
cat bui tré vé cat bui, linh hon bat diét phiéu du trong coi bao la.

Nguwoi sau biét rat it ve cudc doi Plato, nhat la thoi trai tré, khong r6 6ng sinh ndm nao va &
dau, phan lén hoc gia Tay phuo'ng chap nhan thoi gian gitra ndm 429, 428 va 427 1a nam sinh
vanam 348 va 347 TCN Ia ndam mat. Ngudi sau biét gia dinh thudc hang giau co, tiéng tam,
quyén thé thanh qudc Athens; cdu Charmides va 6ng cht Critias la thanh vién Nhém Ba Muoi.



Sau khi Socrates chet Plato roi Athens ra di du lich, tham dan cho biét sw tinh, toi nhiéu vung
dat nwoc va sang ca Tleu A, tré vé thanh lap Hoc Vién. Nguoi sau cling khong ré dng thanh 1ap
co s nghién ctru va giang huan nam nao ma chi doan khoang thap nién 80 thé ky IV. M6n sinh
dong dao, song mén sinh noi tiéng xuat than tir hoc vién la Aristote. Triét gioi ghi nhan Plato
viét khoang hai mwoi lam doi thoai va  duong ner muoi ba 14 thw. P8i thoai st dung nhuw
phuong tién dé pho dién triét hocla sang kién cua Plato, trwdec do triét hoc pho dién bang thi
ca; Plato stt dung ddi thoai dé phan bac va khai trién tw tuwdng triét hoc qua hinh thitrc héi dap
truec tiép.

Nhiéu nguoi ting hoi tai sao ngudi ta dem xtr roi két toi Socrates? Cau hoi khién bay lau ban
cai, song cau dap dén nay van chua thoa dang. Bao rang ong c6 toi vi bang dao thanh qudc tin
tudng va hi héa thanh nién, cau néi kho long lot tai nhiéu nguwoi, nhat la L nguoi da doc
Apologia (Bién giai) mdc du dan Athens thoi d6 va da sé bdi tham nghi 6ng cd toi. Va tai sao
cho dén khi 6ng 70 tudi méi dem ra x? Cau trd loi c6 thé la nhém ngudi quyen thé tung mang
han bay lau bay gio loi dung co hoi tinh the chinh tri batonra tay thanh toan ké thu, c6 1& vi
6ng co 1ap truong chinh tri chong doi, co 1é vi 6ng quen biét may thanh phén tiéu biéu trong
ché do qua dau, hodc c6 1& vi 6ng bé mat ho trong khi bién giai. Cling nhu trong giai doan chinh
tri xao tron 6ng da song qua thoi ky niém tin tng suoi am doi song thanh quoc bit dau bi
chat van va nghi ngo, 0ng noi tleng la nguwoi lién hé chat ché véi khong khi cong kich tri thirc va
sT phu duong thoi b1eu 16. Piéu nay an khop voi doi thoai Apologia va noi dung la thu thr bay.
Tac gia 14 thu viét: “Mot s6 cd nhan quyén thé dem Socrates than hitu clia ching ta ra toa, khép
toi hét strc tro trén, va toi chang xac dang ti nao voi tién sinh: ho budc toi tién sinh bang dao
boi thdm doan két an nguoi trong khi ho chiu cadnh bat hanh vi lru vong da tir chéi khong bat
giam phi ly than hitu cia ho”. Va theo Plato nhan dinh Iam 18i to lén dan Athens pham phai la
da nhan tam glet nguwdi xem ra qud 1dm chi c6 toi 1a nha tw twdng tu do, song rd rang la ngudi
da xay dung ngoi nha triét hoc Tay phwong.

Gidi thiéu, chu thich, chuyen ngit bon giai tac toi chi muon nhac lai phan nao vu anlich stt,

nhat la hinh anh triét gia song chét vi triét hoc dé doc gia thuong lam, dong thi néu c6 thé suy
ngam viéc doi, con ngwoi trong canh nhiéu nhwong; tat ca thudc hhém bay dé6i thoai thoi gian
diénra quanh phlen xWr va cai chét clia Socrates. Tuy nhién, xin lwu y mudén biét trat tw c6 vé
kich tinh, xin xem phan cudi Theaetetus, trong do Socrates sap xép thoi giorhdm sau sé gap
Theodorus (phan dau S6-phit), r6i néi 6ng phai téi tru sé phap quan quoc vuong, noi
Euthyphro bat dau. Thit tw d6i thoai nhw sau: Theaetetus, Euthyphro, S6-phit, Chinh khach,
Bién giai, Crito va Phaedo. Trong bay déi thoai ba déi thoa1 dau co tinh cachly thuyet lan lchrt
ban van dé thé nao 1a nhan thirc, thé nao la mo dao, hiéu thao chinh trwc, va thé nao la Sé6- ph1t7
Ba d6i thoai sau c6 vé cu thé, mo ta tac phong Socrates ltic xtr va khi chét. Chinh khach & gitra
dong vai chuyen tiép, vi 14 di sau c6 tinh cach Iy thuyét vao con ngudi cu thé, politikos hodc
chinh khach. Mé& dau déi thoai

SO-phit, Socrates dé nghi ban chuyén mau nguoi bién sw, chinh khach, triét gia. Plato da V1et
Bién sw va Chinh khach, nhung 6ng chua viét Triét gia. Trong chudi bay doi thoai Bién giai gitt
vai tro Triét gia. Toi sé thu'c hién ba doi thoai con lai trong cudn té1i, roi sang tac tiép theo cua
Plato. Hy vong t4t ca sé ra mat ban doc ngdy gan day. Tran trong.

Toronto, dau thu nam 2012
bPo Khanh Hoan



Euthyphro

Socrates va Euthyphro gap nhau trucrc cwa toa dn. Ngac nhién hét strc béi Socrates khong phdi
hang nguoi thuwong co chuyén lam dn véi phdp dinh, Euthyphro hoi chang hay vi sao tién sinh lai
roi bo thi vui & Lyceius? Socrates dap vira bi khéi té, vu kién khd Ién, cdo budc hit héa thanh
nién Athens, nguyén don biét ni vu thé hién thé nao, Socrates thuc hzen ra sao. Socrates hdi lai
Euthyphro téiddy lam g17Euthyphr0 dap dén day vi truy to bé dé can tbi sdt nhan, glet néng phu
ciing la ké sdt nhdn. Sung sét Socrates to y muon biét lam sao Euthyphro co theyen tam xw sw
nhw vdy la xirng hop véinhiém vu ton gido. Gia dinh, ban bé nghiviéc lam cua Euthyphro la bdt
hiéu, bdt chinh, nhung Euthyphro gidi thich vé chuyén nay gia dinh, ban bé hiéu lam va khong
hzeu bdn chatsung dao, hiéu hanh hay chinh truc. La nha thdn hoc chuyen ngheglal thich ton
gido, Euthyphro cho Socrates hay v&itri ndng mdn nhué, tdm nhin xuyén suét ddc biét co thé di
sdu vao biét cdi gi la phdi, cdi gi la trdi, Euthyphro hiéu Euthyphro dang hanh xir theo tinh thdn
sung dgo chdn chinh. Socrates hoi the ndo la sung dao, Euthyphro dap, loi rdt w chinh théng:
stng dao la suy nghi nhw bdn dao xir sw. Ddng ve thanh that ma dwong nhu tw phy, Euthyphro
thuc s tin tuong Euthyphro phdi truy t6'than phu, dit khong hdn gdnh tdi sdt nhdn, song chdng
thé thodt khdéi mang tiéng xdu xa.

Hai ngwoi tiép tuc chuyén tro. Boi thoai chuyeu nham dinh nghia long siing dao, tinh hiéu hanh,
dirc chinh truc, song khéng di toi ket qua Suét cuéc dam dao, Socrates phdn blet dut khodt trong
Iy ludn va nhiéu khi bdc bo y kién: cdi tét khéng tét vi than linh thira nhdn, ma vi than linh thira
nhdn nén cdi dé tot. ‘Tuy nhién, diém thyc sy thu vi trong cugc dam dao 1a hinh énh Socrates
trwdc phién toa. Hién nhién, 6ng y thirc méi nguy vdy bua ti bé, thodt hiém phen nay nhat dinh la
dwong to ké téc. Trdi lai, thdu hiéu con nquo, Plato cho doc gid thdy trong khi trao dbi y kién vira
hai huréc viea chdm biém vira séi ndi 6ng hoan toan tach khoi thuc trang chua chdt. Cudi cung
6ng noi woc gi Euthyphro vui long chi gido cho biét long sung dao chdn thuc la thé nao, 6ng sé néi
v&i ngwoi cao budc éng da tré thanh dé tir dao st uyén thdm va sé séng cudc doi tot dep hon.
Nhung ding lic dé khéng cé long nao dinh nghla bdat ké cdi gi, gat phang cau chuyén sang bén,
voivang cdt buorc, Euthyphro ha giong: “Théi, dé khi khdc, tién sinh, vi bdy gic- mdc hen can kip,
bi nhdn phdi di tirc thi.”

Dién td chu de trong di thoai tdc gid diing chir hosiotés, tiéng Phdp la piété, tiéng Anh la piety,
tiéng ta la sung dao, nghich nghla la anosiotés, impiété, impiety, bang bo, bdt kinh, vé dao. Dich
thé khong hé sai, song chua han diing; Iy do la sinh hoat van hoa thoixuwa cling nhu"ngon tu biéu
thi sinh hoat nhw thé & viing ddt dé da khdc sinh hoat vdn héa thoi nay. Boivay co dich gid
ngwo'lAnh dich la holiness ham y moral correctness, chinh trwc vé mdt dao dirc. Trong chuyén
nay tzeng ta co the hleu theo ba trworng hop: déi véi tén gido la mé dao, déivéiludn Iy gia dinh la
hiéu thdo, d6i voi cw xik xd hoi la chinh truc, ngay thang. Tinh tir hosion trwéc hét nghia la hiéu
biét nghi thitrc chinh xdc vé cdu nguyén, té smh thir dén nghia la thuc hién 1€ nghi (nhw
Euthyphro xdc dinh trong 14b). Tuy thé Euthyphro lai st dung chi dé theo nghia rong biéu thi
thdi do stung dao va theo nghia dé chir d6 twong dwong véi chir chinh truc, thdng thdn (chwcong
binh trong Cong Hoa), cung cdch cu xir lam dep lon thdn linh. Hon nita, trong khi trién dién, doi
thoai cho thay diéu dang ban khong phal ludn ly tong quat, ma la dao dirc ddc biét. Pam Iuan bat
dau tir quyét dinh ctia Euthyphro truy t6 bo dé vi da giét nguoi phi phap trong truong hop khong
mdy phtkc tap. Du sao bdt ké truong hop thé nao giét nguoi cing la viec lam 6 ué, doi hoi phdi xu
sw than trong néu muodn duy tri lién hé tét dep vai thadn linh; diéu Euthyphro quan tdm trwoc hét
la gidi quyét vu viéc theo quan diém bdn thdn am twong 1€ tiét tén gido, thé thitc tu hanh. Gia
dinh ché trdch vi dwa b6 dé ra toa dy la vi | gia dinh khéng hiéu than ludt quy dinh nhw thé nao déi
voi sung dao, bang dao (4e) di gido hay ta dao (heresy). Tra loi than nhdn nhw thé'la coy phu
nhdn quan niém réng rai vé sung dao nhw xi¥ sw chinh truc, theo dé sung dao chi la vdn dé lam
cdi gi diing va bang dao la lam cdi gi saj, ldp ling ham y than linh chap nhdn cung cdch xur sw
trén, pht nhdn cun cdch xit sy dudi. Pidu Euthyphro mudn chitng té éng ta hiéu stng dao la thé
nao, dy la truy té b6 dé, Iam vay la thanh tdy bdn thdn va than phu khéi bui trdn nho nhép.



Nhén vat trong doi thoai

Euthyphro
Socrates

Euthyphro [2a] Socrates, chuyén gi thay d6i ghé gém ma roi bo Lyceius noi thwong mai mé lui
toi, dén day phi pham thi gio quanh quan Tru quan Qudc vuong lam gi? Pwong nhién tién sinh
dau cé viéc kién cdo trwéc phap quan quoc vieong nhw bi nhan.

Socrates. Thuec ra thi khong, Enthyphro, ban nhan khong bi ddng nhw ngudi Athens goi la vu
dan sw, ma la vu hinh sw.

E. Tién sinh [b] noi gl thé&? Chic han c6 ngudi cdo budc, vi tién sinh diu cé cho bi nhan biét tién
sinh khé&i t6 ngwdi nao.

S. Khong, qua thuc khong.

E. Nhung c6 ngudi cao budc tién sinh?
S. bang thé.

E.Nguoi do la ai?

S. Thuc tinh ban nhan cling khong biét, Euthyphro. Nghe no6i dwong su con tré, hang vo danh
tiéu tot. Nguo1i ta goi duong su la Meletus néu ban nhan khong [am. Puong su thudc quan
Pitthus, chang hay quy htru c6 'biét ngudi nao & quan d6 tén la Meletus khong, téc dai, rau ltin
phiin, miii hoi khoam.

E. Bi nhan khong biét dwong sw. Thé dwong sw td giac tién sinh veé toi gi?

S. T6i gi ha? [c] BAn nhan nghi t6i khong tam thuong! B&i & tudi 4y ma da biét van dé hé trong
nhu thé hanh dong tit nhién khong Jphai néng noi, ham ho, do d6 khong thé coi nhe, khinh
thuong. Puong su noéi duwong sy biét thanh nién cta ngo bsi huw hong nhw the nao va ai la thu
pham hu bai ho. Dlrcrng sur to vé hiéu biét, khi nhin ra bdn nhin hd hda nguoi cung trang lra
v6i dwong sw ma ban nhan khong hay, dlrcmg suw tién hanh t6 cdo ban nhan véi thanh quéc nhw
td cdo v&i me dé. Ban nhan [d] nghi trong s6 chinh khach hién thoi duong sw la nguoi duy nhat
khéi sw diung dwong ding 161, béi ding duong ding 161 viéc dau tién can lam 4 ay la cham lo dam
tré sao cho chu ddo, nhw ngudi lam vuon thanh thao chidm lo cay non truwéc hét, sau dé6 méi
boi dudng cay khac. Bai thé theo dwong 161 twong tu Meletus truére hét thanh toan ngo boi,
dam nguoi hu hoa mam non, nhw duong sw khang dinh.[3a] Tiép theo dwong nhién duong sw
sé chu y cay gia, rdi trd thanh tac gia dem lai vo van, co man loi ich cho thanh quéc. Du sao do
cling 1a k&t qua tw nhién d6i véi ngwdi bat dau sw viéc nhu thé.

E. Bi nhan rat doi hy vong suw thé ding vay, tién sinh, nhung binhanlo s hdu qua sé dienra
trai ngwoc. N6i ding ra bi nhan cé cam twong khoi sw ma tim cach cao budc tién sinh duong
s hinh nhw chi hdm hai thanh quéc, nhdm tring tim den. Xin cho bi nhan hay dwong sw khang
dinh thé nao budc tdi tién sinh lam gi dé tha héa thanh nién?

S. Phi ly 1am, [b] quy hitu tuyét voi o1, thoat nghe da thay. Duong sy tuyén b6 ban nhan la ké
sang tao than linh, vi thé, va vi ban nhan sang tao than linh méi, khong tin twéng thin linh ci,
duong sw dua ban nhan ra toa, theo dung nguyén do nhw du'(mg sw khang dinh.

E. Bi nhan hiéu, [b] tién sinh. Tém lai s& di vy 4y 1a vi tién sinh néi tleng noi thiéng

liéng thuong dén véi tién sinh. B&i thé dwong su lam don cdo budc tién sinh la ke du nhap
quan niém ta dao. Cho nén duwong sw dem tién sinh ra toa dé phi bang, vi biét chic viéc nhur thé
d& 1am dé vu cdo truéc dam dong. O, tién sinh biét diy, su thé ciing twong tu tredng hop bi



nhan. [c] Bat ky khi nao dirng trwoc Dai hoi Quéc dan bi nhin néi vé vin dé ton giao va tién
doan tuong lai, ho cling pha ra cu¢i gieu cot lam nhw bi nhan phat dién hoa ro. Tuy thé, vé
chuyén tién doan bi nhan chwa néi diéu nao khong dung suw that. Dau vy, chang chut thay doi,
ho van mang long dé ky voingod b6i da sé dic kha nang nhuw thé! Nhung thdi chang nén ban
tdm dén ho lam gi, ma nén san sang tién bwéc hién ngang truc dién dwong dau.

S. Nhung, Euthyphro quy hoa o1, bi cot giéu c6 1 chang phai diéu dang lo dang ngai, boi I€ thuc
ra ban nhan thay hinh nhw nguoi Athens thuong khong may quan tam téi nguoi ho ngh tai ba
song chua pho bién kién thirc cia minh. Trai lai, tham nghi néu  ngwoi lam nguoi khac gioi
giang giong minh, [d] ho s& ndi dda, c6 1& do ganh ghét, nhuw quy htru n6i, hay vi Iy do nao chang
ro.

E. Duong nhién bi nhan khong muon thit nghiém dé biét cam nghi cta ho thé nao doi véi bi
nhan vé chuyén nay.

S.bung ban tam, vi ¢6 1€ ho cam thay quy hitu it khi xuit hién truwedc cong ching va khong san
sang truyen ba higu blet cua minh. Nguoc lai, truong hop ban nhan khac han Ban nhan ctt lo
ho cho rang do tinh quang giao, yéu thlrcmg con nguoi, ban nhan maé 16ng coi da khong chut
dan do, chang hé deé diat nhirng glso dac cho moi nguoi cung hay, khong nhirng khong lay tién,
ma con vui ve twong thu'o'ng bat ky ai san long dé tai lang nghe. B&i the, nhu ban nhan vua noi,
néu ho dinh tim cwoi nhao ban nhan, nhw quy hiru néi ho nhao cwoi quy hiry, [e] nhu vay cling
chang c6 gi khé chiu khi b thi  gio ng01 & toa an vui choi cwdi duia. Nhung néu ho té ra nghiém
tic, khong biét suw thé sé thé ndo, trir ddi véi quy vi tién tri.

E. Bi nhan dam chic swthé sé chang dan téi dau, tién sinh a. Tién sinh sé van dung hét kha
nang giai quyét théa dang vu cta tién sinh, bi nhan nghi bi nhan ciing sé& lam twong tu véi vu
cua bi nhan.

S. 0, vu ctia quy hitu thé nao, hé Euthyphro? Quy hitu 1a bén bi hay bén nguyén?
E. Bén nguyén.

S. Quy httu truy to ai?

E. Nguoi [4a] dwa ra toa khién bi nhan cang noi tiéng la ké dién ro.

S. Vay thé 1a thé nao? Quy hitu dudi theo ngudi sé bay bong dé dang phai khong?
E. Khéng phai, chang bay béng gi c4, vi thwc ra ngudi dé khong chi gia ma con gia lam roi.
S.Nguoi do la ai?

E. B0 dé bi nhan.

S. Quy hitu tuyét voi! Than phu quy hitu v?

E. bung roi.

S. Toi gi? Vu d6 thé nao?

E. Giét nguoi, tién sinh a.

S. Troi dat quy than oi! Euthyphro, chac hdn day 1a vu rat nhiéu nguoi khong biét xr sw thé
nao cho phai.[b] Ban nhan thim nght khong phai ai cling dam dau lam vay. Chi ngwoi ro rang
da ti€n kha xa trén duwong hiéu biét.

E. bang thé, tién sinh, sw that la vay.



S. Thé nguoi than phu quy hitu giét chét c6 phai ba con than thudc khéng? Hay khong phai?
Pwong nhién quy hitu sé khéng truy td than phu vi giét chét nguwoi ngoai xa la.

E. Nuc cuot, tién sinh o1, vi tién sinh nght c6 khac biét néu nan nhan la ngudi ngoai xa la hoac
nguoi nha quen thudc. Minh chi nén dé y y diém duy nhat sat tht hanh dong diing hay sai. Néu
sat thu hanh dong dung, minh khong dung to1, [c] trai lai néy sat thu hanh dong sai, minh sé
truy to, du rang sat thu dn cung mam, ¢ cung nha véi mlnh 0 ue ¢ dauclingla o ué néu tién
sinh bi&t ma van sdng v&i nguwoi nhw thé, khong thanh tay t6i ac khodi ban than, khong Xa ué
duwong sy bang cach dua dwong su ra trude cong ly. Puong sy la nguoi lam cua bi nhan, lam
muén kiém dn. Khi gia dinh bi nhan khai thac nong trai & Naxos, ,dwong swlanong boc. Mot
hom trong con say noi gian, mat tri, la quat gia nhan du’crng su cat cd no 1é phuc vu trong nha!
Vi thé than phu bi nhan tréi tay cot chan ném Xuong ranh sau, sau do sai ngwoi toi day tim vi
dién giai gido luat hoi xem phal 1am thé ndo. [d] Sudt thoi gian do 6ng khong nghi té1 hoac déy
ma bd mac dwong su tréi tay cot chan, vi 1a ké giét nguoi, néu duong s co chét, chuyén ciing
khong hé chi. Nao ngo duong sw chét that boi, lanh, tréi cot nhuw thé du'(rng sw chet trudc khi
nguoi di hdi y dao sitré ve. Do 1a ly do tai sao than phuva than nhan bi nhan néi gian: vi nhan
danh ké sat nhan bi nhan truy t6 b dé can toi glet nguwdi, m3c du hai bén khang dinh thi nhit
thuc ra 6ng khong glet ké dé, va thir nhi du cé giét chang nira, ké dé cling khong dang quan tam
ma kién cao, béi bé gi ké do cling 1a tén sat nhan. [e] Hai bén déu cho rang con truy to bo vi toi
giét nguoi la bang dao, d6 la hanh vi bat hiu. Nhuwng, tién sinh o1, hai bén khong hiéu than luat
quy dinh thé nao déi véi sting dao va bang dao.

S. Du thé, trwérc dung nhan Chada té, Euthyphro, cho ban nhan hay, quy hitu c6 thyc sy tin twong
quy hiru am tuong than luat, sung dao bang dao, va hiéu biét chinh xac nén khi chuyen nhuw
thé xay ra, nhw quy hitu néi, quy hitu khong SO pham toi bang dao khi dwa b6 dé ra toa hay
sao?

E. Khong, tién sinh, bi nhan sé la ké vo6 dung, chang may may gia tri, Euthyphro sé khong hon gi
da sO nguwoi doi binh thwong, [5a] néu bi nhin khong hiéu chinh xac sw viéc nhuw thé.

S.Néu vay, Euthyphro tuyét voi, vi quy hiru s& dic tai nang hiém c6, diéu tot dep hon hét ban
nhén cin lam, thién nghi, ay la dau don lam dé tir. Truwde khi vu klen Meletus cao budc ban
nhan dién ra, thach thtc dwong sy vé chinh diém nay, noi thang cho duwong sw hay ngay trong
qua khtr ban nhan da ham ho tim hiéu ton gido, bay gio do dwong su khang dlnh ban nhan
pham 161 tram trong vi xit sw khinh sudt, bia dit d6i méi, suy tw doc 1ap, quan niém bat chinh
vé ton gido, ban nhan da tre thanh hoc tro quy hiru. Ban nhan sé& n6i voi dwong su: Meletus,
néu cong nhan Euthyphro thong hiéu am tuong van dé nhw thé, [b] nguyén don phal thira
nhan suy tu cua ban nhan cling chan thyc ma rut don bai nai du'ng thwa kién nira. Néu khong
dong y, vay trudc khi nop don cao budc ban nhan, nguyén don phal nop don cdo budc sw phu
ban nhan vi ht héa thé hé cao nién, khéng nhirng ban nhan ma ca than phu st phu ban nhan, vi
chi gido, day dd ban nhan, vi khién trach, dé nghi trirng phat than phu sw phu ban nhan. Néu
duong suw tr chéi khong chlu nghe, khong budng tha ban nhan hoac to tung quy hitu thay vi
ban nhan, ban nhan nghi ban nhan nén nhic lai thach thitc twong tw khi tranh tung truéc toa.
C6 phai khong?

E. A! Phai chit, troi o, Socrates, khang dinh vai tién sinh, néu dwong su thurc sir cao budc dem
bi nhan ra toa, bi nhan thim nghl bi nhan sé& tim nhuoc diém cta duwong su; [c] bi nhan sé cung
khai truérc toa vé dwong su truede khi dwong su cung khai vé bi nhan!

S. Quy hitu quy mén o1, cling nhw quy hitu, do thiu hiéu diéu vira k€, d6 1a ly do vi sao ban nhan
néng long muon 1a dé ti quy hitu, boi tham hiéu du dé latén Meletus nay hay bat ké tén nao,
song dic biét tén Meletus, ddu muén déu khong thé mé mat nhanra quy htry; trai lai, mit sic
nhuw dao cau, dwong sw phan biét ré rét, phat hién ban nhan dé dang nén da truy to vé toi bang
dao. Bdi thé bay gio nhan danh Chua té ban nhan kéu goi quy hitu noi cho hay diéu quy hitu
vira khang dinh quy hitu hiéu ré mwoi mwoi, quy hitu noi sung dao, bang dao 1a thé nao, [d] ca



hai lién hé t&1 sat nhan cung lién hé khac ra sao? C6 phai sung dao trong moi hanh dong tw n6
twong tw v&i chinh né, va cé phai bang dao trong moi truong ho'p nguoc voi sung dao, song
twong hop véi chinh né, néi khac di, nhitng gi coi 1a bang dao déu cé ddc tinh dién hlnh ca
biét doi v&i bang dao khong7

E. Hoan toan la viy, ding thé, tién sinh.
S.Vay xac dinh di, theo quy hitu, thé nao la sing dao, va thé nao la bang dao?

E. Vang, bi nhan néi sung dao la nhu viéc bi nhan dang lam bay gio: to cao bat k€ ai xir sw bat
chinh nhw sat nhan, trom cuép dén tho, hoic tdi 4c twong tw, du nguoi do la cha, me hay ai; €]
khong t6 cdo ngwdi nhw thé 13 bang dao Vay xin tién sinh dé'y y chirng c¢ lon lao b1 nhan sé noi
tién sinh hay luat quy dinh rd rang, chirng c& bi nhan cling noi voi ngwoi khac xu sy nhuw thé la
chinh dang, khong bao che, khong ho tro, khong dé mac nguoi bang dao, du nguoi délaai. Péy
sw that hién nhién, chirng cé ranh ranh. Nguwoi doi khong ngan ngai tin twédng Chua té tuyét
hao, chinh truc hon hét trong hang than linh, [6a] dong tho1i thira nhan Chua té da tréi bo dé vi
ong nuét con trai mot cach bat chinh, dén lwat con trai Chua té thién b dé vily do tuwong

tw. Ay thé ma ho lai td ra bt binh véi bi nhan vi bi nhan t6 cdo bd dé khi 6ng lam diéu bat
chinh, nhw vay Ia ho tw mau thuan khi dit luat, vé than linh thi néi thé nay, vé bi nhan thi néi
thé no.

S. Euthyphro o1, phai chdng d¢ la ly do tai sao ban nhan bi goi ra toa, vi moi khi nghe ai d6 ké
chuyén nhw thé vé than linh ban nhan thay khé long chap nhan? Va d1 nhién dé la ly do vi sao
c0 ngwoi s€ noi quan diém ctia ban nhan sai trai. Cho nén bay gi¢ néu quy htru vOn thanh thao
van dé nhw thé ma ciling tin twdng chuyén nhuw vay, [b] ban nhan nghi chac han nguoi nhuw ban
nhan ciling phai thira nhan. Thir hoi con gi dé noi khi cong nhan ngod boi khong b1et gi vé
chuyén d6? Nhung, nhan danh than linh tinh bang hitu, xin cho ban nhan hay quy hitu c6 thuc
sw va thanh that tin twéng c6 chuyén nhw vay xdy ra ding nhw miéu ta khéng?

E. C6, chuyén con ngac nhién hon nhiéu, tién sinh o1, da s6 ngwdi train mét thit khong biét.

S.Nhw vay la quy hitu cling tin twéng c6 noi chién thwc sw gitra than linh, cdi 16n quyét liét,
gianh giat gay gat, giao chién khing khlep, cung nhiéu chuyen twong tw nita. BAn nhan muén
noi chuyén khong nhitng thi st miéu ta, [c] ma ca danh hoa ciing thé hién trong hoa pham ton
gido, to diém vat thé thiéng liéng, nhat 1a tAm rép cda nit than rudc 1én Vé thanh ngay Dai Lé
Toan Athens hau nhw pht kin hoa hinh ruc ré. Ngd béi ¢6 khing dinh chuyén nhu thé c6 that
hay khong h& Euthyphro?

E. Puwong nhién, tién sinh, khong nhiing chuyén nhuw thé, ma con vi nhw bi nhan vira néi, néu
tién sinh thuyc long muén bi nhan ké cho nghe kha nhigu chuyén veé than linh, vé vrong quéc
thiéng liéng, cam doan, chuyén sé khién tién sinh ngac nhién, khi tién sinh dé tai theo doi.

S. Hy vong ban nhdn sé khdng ngac nhién, song xin quy hitu vui long dé lan khac khi ngo boi c6
thi gio ranh roi. Luc nay ban nhan mudn quy htru tra loi chinh xac cau hdi ban nhan vira dwa ra.
[d] Béi, quy hitu thay do, truéc day ltic ban nhan hdi thé nao la sung dao, quy htru khong tra 101
day da. Thay vi thé quy hiru ndi nhw quy hitru dang lam bay gio - tién hanh truy té bo de vi toi
sat nhan - d6 la hanh dong mo dao.

E.Vang, diéu bi nhin ndéi la sw thit, thwa tién sinh.

S. C6 18. Nhung ré rang quy hitu cling thira nhan c6 nhiéu hanh dong la hanh dong sung dao. E.
Vang, dung thé.

S. A, &t, quy hitu c6 nhé ban nhan yéu cau dirng gidng giai cho hay mot hodc hai trong vo van
hanh dong sung dao, ma miéu ta cho biét dic trung thuwc su khién moi hanh dong sung dao la
sung dao. Vi quy hiru noi quy hitu dong ¥ moi hanh dong bang dao déu bang dao, moi hanh



dong sung dao déu sung dao qua dic diém don thudn, [e] quy hitu nhé khong?
E. Thuwa, nhé chu.

S. Vdy giai thich cho ban nhin hay dac diém d6 chinh né thé nao, d€ néu dé€ mat nhin, st dung
nhw khuén mau, badn nhan c6 thé nhan dinh, mo ta bat ky hanh dong nao, cua quy huu cua
nguwoi khac, la sung dao néu twong tw véi khudn mau, bang dao néu khong twong tw véi khudn
mau.

E.N€u d6 la diéu tién sinh muon biét thi do6 la diéu bi nhan sé néi tién sinh hay.
S.Vang, d6 la diéu ban nhan mudn biét.
E. A, dang r6i, [7a] cai than linh yéu thwong la sting dao, cai than linh ghét bo la bang dao.

S. Tra 101 tuyét voi, Euthyphro, va 6 la tra 101 thich hop cung cach ban nhan mong muon. Tra
101 cta quy hitu c6 dung sw that hay khong ban nhan chua biét, song chang gidu giém quy hitu
s& gidng giai chi li cho ban nhan thay diéu quy hitu néi 1a sw that

E. Thwa, dwong nhién.

S.Vay ngo boi hay dé y xem ngo boi dinh noéi gl. Viéc lam hoac con nguoi than linh yéu thuong
1a viéc 1am hodc con ngudi siing dao, trai lai viéc 1am hoic con nguoi than linh ghet bo la viéc
1am hodc con ngudi bang dao. Hai thi khong twong tw, ma hoan toan ddi nghich, c6 phai thé
khong?

E. Thwa, ding thé.
S. X4ac dinh xem ra théa dang nhw nguwoi ta thuwong néi?
E. Bi nhan [b] nghi dwong nhw vay, tién sinh.

S. Nhung nguoi ta cling thwong noi than linh chia ré, than linh bat hoa v&i than linh, than linh
xung dot védi than linh, than linh tht hdn véi than llnh phai thé khéng hé Euthyphro7

E. Thua, phai, ngudi ta thuwdng néi vay.

S. Khéc nhau thé nao, quy hiru tuyét voi, khién x4y ra thu nghich, tirc gian? Ngo boi hdy nhin
van dé theo cach nay. Néu quy hiru va ban nhan khac nhau vé van dé con sé, s6 nao lén hon,
liéu khac nhau d6 co bién ngo boi thanh thu han, tikc gian voi nhau khéng? Hay ngo boi ti€p tuc
dém theo s hoc chdng may chéc giai quyét khac nhau vé chuyén nay? [c]

E. Prong nhién ngo bdi sé lam nhuw viy.

S. Néu khac nhau vé kich thwéc hai vat 16m, nho, ngd boi sé tim cich gidi quyét khac biét tirc thi
bang phép do lwong.

E. Cht gi nira.
S.Vé van dé ndng, nhe, ngd bdi sé dwa 1én ban cin, hét khac nhau, ding khong?
E. Di nhién.

S. Vay deé tai tranh cai khac nhau thé ndo ma dén ndi tirc gian, thi han nén ngd bdi khong thé di
toi quyet dinh dong y? Co € quy hitru chwa san sang tra 101, [d] song xin nhan dinh, khi ban
nhan goi y, xem c6 phai dé tai doi héi la van deé phai trai, dep xau, thién ac khong C6 phai dé
tai la van dé vé khac nhau ma khi khong thé di dén quyét dinh thoa dang, quy hitu, bAn nhan



hodc ai d6 trong cong dong nhan loai trén cdi nhan gian tré thanh thu dich bat ké khi nao c6
thé khong?

E. Vang, khac nhau la vy, tién sinh, va khac nhau vé dé tai la thé.

S. Con than linh thi sao, Euthyphro? Néu cé khac nhau thi than linh c6 khac nhau vi Iy do twong
tw khong ho?

E. Pa phan dwong nhién.

S.Vay, [e] theo quy hitu nhan dinh, Euthyphro quy hoa o1, trong hang ngi than linh cling thé,
than linh c6 quan niém khac nhau vé phai trai, twong tu nhu vé dep xau, thién 4c, c6 than linh
tin diéu nay tot, c6 than linh nghi dleu kia xau. Vi dlrcrng nhién than linh s& khong cdi lon,
khong chia ré néu khéng khac nhau vé nhitng diéu nay, phai khong?

E. Tién sinh noéi chi phai.
S. Moi bén than linh ¢6 cling yéu bt ké cai gi than linh tin 12 dep, 12 tdt, 12 phai, va ghét bat ké
cai gi ngwoc lai khong?

E. C6 chu.

S.Vang, nhung cuing mot diéu, nhw quy httu nhan dinh, c6 than linh tin la phai, c6 than linh nghi
1a khong phai; [8a] ban nhan mudén néi diéu do tranh luan than linh cai nhau, chia ré, roi giao
chién phai vay khong?

E. Thua, phai.

S. Vay, c6 I€ dung, cung mot diéu than linh vira yéu vira ghét, va cing mot diéu sé dang ghét véi
than linh dong thoi cling dang yéu véi than linh.

E. Cé 1€ vay.
S.Vay, Euthyphro, theo ly ludn nhw thé, cing mot diéu sé vira la sung dao vira la bang dao.
E. C6 1€ thé.

S. Quy hiru tai ba o1, quy hiru khong tra 161 diéu ban nhan héi. Vi ban nhan khong hoi diéu
tuong tu la gi ma vira sung dao vira bang dao, va bat ké cai gi cé ve dang yéu voi than linh cling
dang ghet véi than linh.[b] Bdi thé, Euthyphro xem ra chang c6 gl ngac nhién néu viéclam
hién tai cia quy hitu, cu thé 1a trirng tri bo dé, co thé dang yéu véi Chua té, nhwng dang ghét
vé&i Kronos va Ouranos dang yéu vai Hephalstos song dang ghet voi Hera. Tuwong tw nhu voi
than linh khac néu than linh khac nhau vé cung dé tai.

E. Nhung tién sinh o1, bi nhan thdm nghi du thé nao than linh ciing sé& khong khac nhau ve
di€ém nay: bat ky ai giét ngwdi mot cach bat chinh déu phai dem ra cong ly dé€ ganh chiu hinh
phat.

S. Cho ban nhan hay ton y, Euthyphro, ve trwong hop con nguoi, quy hitu c6 bao gio nghe ai
trong ldc tranh cai tuyén bd nguoi giét nguoi, [c] hoac lam cai gi bat chinh khéng phai ganh
chiu trirng phat khong?

E. Thua, c6. Ho khong ngirng tranh cai van dé nay, nhat la & toa an. Vi khi da lam nhiéu diéu bat
chinh, pham mot sd toi ac, ho sé 1am tha ctra, n6i lung tung nham trén tranh trirng phat.

S. Thé, Euthyphro o1, ho c6 thuc sy thira nhan ho pham t6i, cw xtr bt chinh va sau khi thira
nhan ho co van khang dinh ho khong phai ganh chiu trirmng phat khong?



E. Khong, ho khong hé thira nhin nhw véy.

S. B&i thé ho sé khong ndi va lam gi hét. Vi ban nhan nghi khi tranh luidn ho khéng ddm m¢&
miéng noi cho du lam diéu bat chinh ho cling khong phai ganh chju trung phat. [d] Thay vi thé
ban nhan nghi ho khing dinh ho khong hé pham t6i, diing khong?

E. Tién sinh néi chi phai.

S. Vivdy ho khéng tranh cai nguoi lam diéu bat chinh phai ganh chiu tring phat; thay vi thé c6
18 ho tranh cii ngwdi lam diéu bat chinh 13 ai, 1am cai gi, Jam khi nao.

E. Tién sinh no6i dung qua.

S. Than linh o & vi thé twong tu nhu thé khong neu qua thyc cai nhau vé van dé  phai trai, nhw
Iy ludn ctia quy hitu cho thiy? C6 than linh ndo xac nhan cé than linh 1am diéu bat chinh trong
khi c6 than linh phti nhan khéng? Vi chac chan, quy hitu tai ba oi, khong than linh hay thé nhan
ndo [e] ddm néi ngudi lam diéu bat chinh khong phai ganh chiu hinh phat.

E. Vang, trong chuyén ndy, thua, tién sinh noi chi phai, it nhat nhin tong quat.

S.Nhung, Euthyphro o1, ban nhan hinh dung ngwdi tranh cai tranh cai viéc dac biét da lam, ca
thé nhan 14n than linh, néu than linh thuc sw tranh cai. Chi vi ho khac nhau vé viéc 1am nao dé
nén c6 nguwoi khang dlnh viéc lam thuc hién chinh truc, c6 ngudi khang dinh viéc lam thuec
hién bat chinh, phai thé khéng?

E. Thua, phai.

S.Vay, [9a] Euthyphro quy mén, lam thay day, pho bién kién thirc dé badn nhin c6 thé tré thanh
nguoi hiéu biét. Néu nong phu lam thué can toi sat nhan, bi chti nhan nan nhan tréi chat, sau
dé chétvi doi, lanh, trude khi chu nhan hiéu nho dao si thanh thao luat 1é chi dan pero'ng thirc
phai lam giai quyét noi vy, chimg cé quy hitu dua ra thé nao de tat ca than linh déu coi nguoi
dé bi giét mot cach bat chinh, dé nhan danh nguoi dé ngwoi con co quyen truy to bo dé vi toi
sat nhan? Co gang cho ban nhan chig c& cu thé dé chirng té trong truong hop nay khong con
nghi ngo gi nira than linh coi viéc lam nhuw thé 1a chinh dang. [b] Néu dé chitng minh quy hitu
cung cap ching cé théa dang ban nhan sé khong ngét 1o ca ngoi quy hitu 1a bac hiéu biét uyén
tham.

E. Thua, viéc c6 18 khong dé, tién sinh. DAu vay bi nhan van miéu ta ranh mach dé tién sinh
twong.

S. Ban nhan hiéu. S& di néi vay ay la chi vi du6i mat quy hitu vé hoc hoi ban nhan c6 vé kém
cbi, dan don so voi phap quan toa an. Quy hiru sé chirng minh r6 rang cho ho thay quy than
phu hanh xr nhw thé 1a bat chinh, va lam nhw viy thin linh déu ghét bé.

E. Nhit dinh 12 vy, thwa tién sinh, mién ho lang nghe khi bi nhan cAt loi.

S. 0, chtt sao, ho sé lang nghe, mién Ia quy hiru ndi nang tréi chay, trinh bay truong hop cta
minh ranh mach [c] Nhung trong lic quy hitu dién t3, bong dung trong dau ban nhan nay sinh
y nghi. Ban nhan suy ngam, ban nhan tran tré, ban nhan tham nhtt: Cho du Euthyphro c6 gidng
giai rat w cu thé, rat doi hoan chinh cho hay than linh déu tin twéng g1et ngwoi nhw thé 1a bat
chinh, thir hoi minh sé& hoc hoi duoc gi thém nira tir 6ng ta dée am tuong ban chat sung dao va
bang dao? Vi mdc du viéc lam nay sé bi than linh ghetbo, chac Vvay, song hién nhién tir ldc nay
dén bay gio sung dao va bang dao khong dwoc xac dinh rach roi, boi o rang cai than linh ghét
bo cling la cai than linh yéu thu'o'ng Cho nén ban nhan sé khong h01 quy hiru ve dlem nay. Néu
quy hiru dong y, ngo6 boi hay gia du than linh déu coi vé ban chat viéc lam cda quy than phu la
bat chinh, va than linh déu ghét bd. [d] Nhung cho phép ban nhan hdi c6 phai trong khi ban



luan ngo b01 mudn stra d01 the nay khong: cai than linh ghet bo la bang dao, cai than linh yéu
thwong 1a sting dao, va cai c6 than linh yéu thwong, c6 than linh ghét bo 1a khong sung dao,
khong bang dao hoac vira sung dao vira bang dao. C6 phai quy htru mu6n ngé boi dinh nghla
sung dao va bang dao nhw thé phai khong?

E.Vang, cai gi ngan can ngd boi lam viy hé tién sinh?

S. Phan riéng ban nhan khong thay gi, Euthyphro, song phan minh quy hitu can dé y xem dé
nghi c6 thé gidp quy hiru gidng giadi cho ban nhan hét strc dé dang nhirng gi quy hitu da hira.

E. Thua, san sang. [e] Bi nhan s€ noi sung dao la cai than linh déu yéu thwong, déi nghich la
bang dao cai than linh thay ghét bo.

S.Vay ngo boi cling nén xem lai c6 ) phai do la phat biéu chinh xac khong? Hay ng6 boi thon
qua va chi chap nhan nhitng gi ngod boi, nguoi khac phat biéu, cong nhan c6 diéu nhw thé néu
c6 ngwdi xac dinh nhw vay? Hoidc ngd béi phai tim hiéu ngudi néi ham ngu cai gi?

E. Vang, ngo boi phai tim hiéu, song bi nhan nghi phat biéu nay 1a phat biéu minh bach.

S. Quy hitu o1, [10a] ng6 boi sé nhan xét tirc thi phat biéu cé nhw thé khong. Xin suy ngam diéu
nay. C6 phai sung dao than linh yéu thwong vi la suing dao, hay sung dao la sung dao vi than
linh yéu thwong?

E. Bi nhan khong hiéu tién sinh dinh néi thé nao.

S.Ban nhan sé c6 gang giai thich r6 rang hon. Vé vat dung ngo boi ndi cai dwgrc mang va cai
mang, cai duoc dat va cai dit, cai dwoc nhin va cai nhin, quy hitu c6 nhan ra trong trudng hop
dung tir cdp doi nhw thé nhitng cai nay khac nhau va khac nhau ra sao khong?

E. Bi nhan nghi bi nhan nhan ra.
S. Ttrc la c6 cai dwoc yéu va cai yéu, hai cai khac nhau.
E. D1 nhién.

S.Vay [b] cho ban nhan hay cai dwgc mang la dwoc mang vi c6 cai mang cai d6 hay vily do
khac.

E. Khong, vily do dé thoi.

S. Cai dwoc dat 1a dwoc dit vi cb cai dat cai do, va cai dugc nhin vi c6 cai nhin cai do6 phai
khong?

E. Thua, phai.

S. B&i thé khong phai vi mot vat bi nhin, nén c¢ cai nhin vat do, trai lai, vi c6 cai nhin vat do,
nén vat dé bi nhin. Khong phai vi méot vat bi dit, nén c6 cai dat vat db, song vi c6 cai dit vat do,
nén vat dé bi dit. Khong phai vi mot vat bi mang, nén co6 cai mang vat do, nhung vi c6 cai mang
vat d6, nén vat dé bi mang. C6 pha1 do la dieu ban nhan mudn dien ta rd rang khong ho
Euthyphro7 Piéu ban nhan [c] mudn néi 1a thé nay. Bat ky khi nao hdu qua xay ra, hodc cai gi
do chiu tac dong, khong phai cai chiu tac dong tao ra hau qua, khong, co nguyén nhan roi méi
c6 hau qua Khong phai vi mdt vat bi tdc dong ma c6 hau qua; khong, vi nguyén nhan thic day,
hiu qua méi xay ra. Quy hitu dong y khong?

E. Thwa, bi nhan dongy.

S. 0, vay c6 phai vat dwoc yéu la cai dang trén tién trinh tré thanh cai gi, hodc dang chiu dung



cai gi tac dong khong?
E. Thua, chic vay.

S. B&i thé trwedng hop nay cling twong tu treong hop vira néu. Khéng phai vi cai dé duoc yéu
thwong nén nguwoi ta thwong yéu cai dé, ma béi ngudi ta thwong yéu cai d6 nén cai do duoc
yéu thwong.

E.Vang, dang thé.

S. Vay [d] ngd bdi sé néi thé nao vé sung dao bay gio hé Euthyphro? C6 phai sung dao 1a cai
than linh déu yéu thwong nhuw quy hitu n6i khong?

E. Thua, phai.
S. Sung dao than linh yéu thwong vi sting dao la suing dao, hay vi Iy do nao khac?
E. Khdong vi ly do nao khac ma vi ly do nay thoi.

S.Vay co phal sung dao than linh yéu thwong vi siing dao la sung dao, nhung sung dao khong la
sung dao vi thin linh yéu thuwong?

E. Thua, chic vay.

S. Nhung vi 1a cai than linh yéu thuong sting dao la déi twong ctia yéu thwong va than thiét véi
than linh.

E. DI nhién.

S.Vay than thiét véi than linh khong phai nhw sung dao, Euthyphro, ciing nhw sung dao khong
phai thin thiét v&i than linh, nhw quy hitu néi; hai cai khac nhau, cai nay khac cai kia.

E. Sao lai thé hé tién sinh? [e]

S.Vingo boi dong y sung dao than linh yéu thuong vi siing dao la stung dao, khong phai siing
dao 1a sting dao vi than linh yéu thuong, dung khéng?

E. Thua, dung.

S.Hon thé, ngd boi cling dong y y than thiét v&i than linh, vi than linh yéu thuong, 1a than thiét
véi than linh do sw kién duwoc yéu thuong, song khong phal dwoc yéu thwong vi thin thiét véi
than linh.

E. Pung thé.

S. Nhung néu than thiét véi than linh tuong tw sung dao, Euthyphro quy mén o1, néu sung dao
duoc yéu thuong vi la sung dao, [11a] vay than thiét véi than linh cling duogc yéu thwong vi Ia
than th1et vo1i than linh; néu than thiét voi than linh 1a thin thiét voi than linh vi dwoc than
linh yéu thuong, vay sung dao ciing la sung dao vi duoc than linh yéu thuong. Thuc té hién nay
quy hiru thay twong quan gitra hai truong hop 1a d6i nghich, hoan toan khac nhau, truong hop
nay khac truong hop kia. Trwedng hop nay 1a thir thudc ban chat dé yéu thuong vi dwoc yéu
thuong; truong hop kia dwoc yéu thwong vi la thir thudc ban chat dé yéu thuong. Euthyphro
o1, badn nhan thdy duwdng nhuw khi héi siing dao 1a gi quy hitu khong mudn hé 16 ban chit sung
dao cho ban nhan hay, ma chi ké mot thudc tinh hoac pham chat cua sung dao, sting dao c6
pham chitla duwoc tAt ca than linh yéu thlro'ng, song quy hitu van chua noi cho ban nhan hay
cai do la gi ma c6 thudc tinh nay. [b] Boi thé, bay gio xin vui long, neu khong phan déi, dung
che gidu sw that, ma manh dan cho biét lan nita tir dau suing dao la gi ma duoc than linh yéu



thuong hay co thudc tinh nao khac, ngd boi sé khong tranh cai vé chuyén nay, hoan hi néi cho
ban nhan rd, dirng dé dat, thé nao la sung dao va thé nao la bang dao.

E. Nhung, tién sinh o1, bi nhan khong | biét lJam thé nao chuyén tai sang tién sinh nhiing gi chira
dung trong dau, noi thé nao, noi cai gi. Chang hiéu sao bat ke cai gi ngo boi dwa ra lai cir quay
cubng, chuyén doi vi tri, khong mudn dirng yén tai chdé nhw ngd boi sap dat.

S.Nhan dinh cta quy htru, Euthyphro o1, xem ra chang khac sang tac cla Daedalus, to tién ban
nhan. [c] Né&u ban nhan gidi thiéu, trung bay cong trinh nghé thuat do, thé nao quy hu'u cling
ché cuoi, bong gio goiy chang qua chi vi lién hé véi t6 tién do thira huong dac chat ctia dong
ho nén tac pham ban nhan tac tao bang 1oi cao chay xa bay nhu hinh twong nguoi y tao tac,
khong chiu dirng tai chd da dinh. Nhwng dé nghi ngd bdi dang ban 1a do quy hitu, khong do ban
nhan, ngb béi can bong dua df dém khac, dé nghi d6 khong chiu ding im cho dO'1 quy httu,
dwong nhw quy hitu cling nghi thé.

E. Tién sinh, bi nhin thiy sw thé dwong nhu nguoc lai, diéu ngd boi dang ban doi hoi nhdn dinh
di ddm twong tu, doi héi ghé gém, vi kha ndng di dong khong ding im tai chd khong phai kha
nang bi nhan mang lai cho ching, cho nén bi nhan thay hinh nhu’ tién sinh ding 1a Daedalus,

[d] vi theo chd bi nhan dé y chiing sé dirng im tai ché.

S. C6 1é thé that, quy hiry, vé nghé thudt, str dung kha nang riéng biét, xem ra ban nhan duong
nhu da tré nén diéu luyén hon nguoi ay, it nhat & mirc do nao do, vi nguoi ay chilam nghé
pham cua minh di chuyen khong dirng im tai cho, trong khi ngoai san pham cla minh ban
nhan con lam twong tu voi san pham cua nguoi khac. VA dac biét doi véi ban nhan, xin dé y Y,
phan cuc ky tinh té trong nghé thuat 1a ban nhan kheo léo, tai hoa ma khong can co y chu tam.
Ban nhan wéc ao phat| bi€u cta ngd boi kién dinh, bat dong [e] hon la vor t1en vét ciia cua
Tantalus hay 6m tai nang, git tay nghé ctia Daedalus. Th01 bo qua chuyén nay. Vi thay quy hitu
hinh nhu xu6ng tinh than 'dang sang tao kho khan khong can thiét, bAn nhan sé dich than hdng
hai tro gitp dé quy hiru c6 thé giang gidi cho hay the nao la sung dao Dirng chan nan bo cudc
trude khi két thic. D& y xem c6 phai quy hitu nghi cai gi 1a sing dao déu phai chinh trwc khong.

E. Vang, bi nhan nghi vay.

S. Thé quy hitu c6 ciling nghi chinh truc la sung dao khong? Hodc sung dao c6 phai la chinh truc
khong, trong khi chinh truwc khong phai sting dao, song c6 phan sting dao, c6 phan khong? [12a]

E. Bi nhan khong theo kip y nghia tién sinh noi.

S. Médc du tré hon quy hitu khon hon ban nhan gap boi. Song nhw ban nhan néi, quy hitu dang
xuong tinh than, ,dang sang tao kho khan vi trir llrcrng khon ngoan, hiéu biét qua mirc. Tap
trung y nghi, quy hitu o1, vi diéu ban nhan n6i mudn nam bat khong chut kho khan. Ban nhan
nodi nguoc dleu thi hao pho dién: Chua té sang tao moi vat, mudén loai xudt hién dwdi mat ngod
b6i, ché ngd 1o xic pham, vi chd nao cé lo so' chd nay cting c6 kinh phuc. [b] Thuc tinh ban
nhan khong dong y thi hao néi nhw thé. Ban nhan cé nén néi cho quy httu hay tai sao khong?

E. Xin cho hay, dirng ngan ngai.

S.Ban nhan nghi noi cho nao cé lo s chd ndy cling c6 kinh phuc la khong ding. Ban nhan thay
nhleu nguoilo so bénh tat, ngheo kho hay bat ké bat hanh nao d6, mac du lo s¢, song khéng hé
cam thay kinh phuc cai ho lo so. Pong y khong?

E. Thwa, chic chan.

S. Nhung ban nhan nght sy thatla chd nao cé kinh phuc chd ndy cling c6 lo sg. C6 ngudi nao
cam thay rut re, ngwong ngung trudc hanh dong nao dé cung luc cling khong cam thay lo so,
khiép dam mang tiéng lam diéu x4u xa, sai trai khong? [c]



E. Khong, ngwoi do cling lo so.

S.Vay noi chd nao co lo s¢ chd ndy ciing c6 kinh phuc la khong ding, ma nén noi chd nao c6
kinh phuc cho niy cling co lo sg, nhwng khong noi cho nao co lo s¢ cho niy lu6n luén c6 kinh
phuc, vi vé pham vi lo s¢ tral rong hon kinh phuc. Kinh phucla phan dac biét cualo so, cling
nhwsé 1é 1a phan dac b1et clia con sd. Vi thé khong phai chd nao c6 con s chd ndy cling co sO
18, song chd nao c6 sé 1& chd ndy ciing c6 con sé. Quy hitu theo kip diéu ban nhan néi chit?

E. Chic chan.

S. D6 1a diéu ban nhan mudn hoi quy hitu trwdc day, c6 phai cho nao c6 sung dao cho nay cling
c6 chinh triee khong? [d] C6 thyc cho nao c6 sung dao, cho ndy co6 chinh truc, co ChO c6 chinh
triec nhung khong bao gio c6 sung dao khong? Co phal sung dao 1a phan dic biét cta chinh truc
khong? Ngo bdi co6 nén néi thé hay quy hitu nghi khac?

E. Khong, ngd bdi xac dinh nhw thé; bi nhan nghi tién sinh néi phai.

S. Sau diém nay dé y diém t&i. Néu sung dao la phan ddc biét ctia chinh truc, vay co 1€ ngod boi
can tim hiéu 1sung dao la phan the nao cua chinh truc. Bay gio néu quy | eru h01 vé diéu vira néu,
ching han s6 chin la phan thé nao clia con s8, hodc ban chat thurc sw clia s6 nay la thé nao, ban
nhan sé dap: Khong phai léch ma can. Quy hiru c6 nhan thay thé khong?

E. Thwa, co.

S.Vay dén lwot quy hitu theo duong 16i twong tu cling c6 gang giang giai cho ban nhan hay [e]
sung dao la phan thé nao ctia chinh truc dé dén lwot ban nhan cling co thé noi véi Meletus
dung cu xtr bat chinh nita va ngimg cdo giac bira b3i vi bang dao, vo than, boi bay gio da duoc
quy hitu chi gido ddy di ban nhan hiéu thé nao la kinh phuc va sung dao, thé nao la bt kinh va
bang dao.

E. Tién sinh, theo ban nhan nghi duwong nhw kinh phuc hoac sung dao la phan dac biét cda
chinh truc lién hé téi viéc cham lo than linh trong khi phan con lai cda chinh trwc lién hé téi
viéc cham lo con ngudi.

S, Euthyphro, ban nhan nght cau tra 101 quy hitu dwa ra qua that tuyét voj; tuy thé ban nhan
van chua hoan toan don nhan nhirng gl mong muon, [13a] v van chwa ndm virng quy hiru
mudn noéi chidm lo 13 thé ndo. Chac han quy hiru khong mudn ndi cham lo trong truong hop
than linh ciing loai chdam lo nhu trong truong hop khac, chang han ngbd bdi n6i khong phai ai
cting biét Jam thé nao cham lo ngua trir ngwoi luyén nguwa, phai thé khong?

E. Thwa, bi nhan muon néi nhw vay.

S. Vi luyén ngwa la cham lo ngua?

E. Vang.

S. Cling nhw khong phai ai cling biét lam thé nao cham lo chd, trir nguoi luyén ché.
E.Vang, ding thé.

S. Vi luyén cho la cham lo ché.

E. Vang. [b]

S. Luyén trau bo lam rudng la cham lo trau bo.

E. Pwong nhién.



S. Vay sung dao hoac kinh phuc c6 phai la cham lo than linh khong hé Euthyphro? C6 phai dé la
diéu quy htru mudn néi khong?

E. Thuwa, dung.

S. Hau qua ctua viéc cham lo trong tung trwong hop co giéng nhau khong? Chang han diéu ban
nhan mudn néi 1 thé ndy. Lam vay 1a nhdm lam t6t, dem loi cho cai dwoc cham lo, cling nhw
quy htru thay ngua duoc ngwdi luyén ngua cham lo sé c6 1o va tré nén kha hon. Quy htru dong
y ch&?

E. Thuwa, dong y.

S.Vay su thé dlen ra tuong ty voi cho nguoi luyén ché cham lo, trau bo nguoi luyén trau bo
cham lo, [c] va loai khac nita ddng khong? Hay 1a quy hitu cho rang chdm Io 1a nham lam hai vat
duorc chim 10?

E. Troi dat oi, khong, bi nhan khong nghi thé!
S. Nhung nham dem loi ich cho vat dwoc chiam lo?
E. Di nhién.

S.NE€u la chdam lo than linh vay sung dao c6 cling dem loi ich cho than linh va lam cho than linh
kha hon khong? Quy hitu c6 dong y khi lam viéc sting dao, quy hitu lam cho mdt trong sé than
linh kha hon khong?

E. Lay Chua té, khong, bi nhin khong lam thé.

S. Khong, Euthyphro, ban nhan cting khong nghi quy hitu c6 y noi vay, nhat dinh khong. Vi thé
ban nhan hoi thuc quy hitu g1a1 thich loai cham lo than linh quy httu muén noi, [d] b&i ban
nhan khong nghi quy hitu muén néi loai nay.

E. Tién sinh noi dung, bi nhan khong ham ngu loai tién sinh miéu ta.
S. Nhwng chdam lo thén linh loai nao quy hitu cho la sing dao?

E. Loai twvong tw nhw nd 1€ xtr sw véi chd nhan, thwa tién sinh.

S. Thé ha. Sé 1a loai cham lo thanh thao phuc vu than linh chi gi.

E. bung vay.

S.Don cur treong hop cham lo thanh thao cuay si; cho ban nhan hay cham lo nhw vay thuc sw
nham muc dich gi? Quy hitu c6 nghi d6 1a bao vé sttc khoe khong?

E. Thwa, bi nhan nghi ding thé.

S. Chim lo thanh thao cia ngudi dong thuyén? [e] Cham lo nhw thé nham muc dich gi?
E. Hién nhién la déng thuyén, tién sinh a.

S. Trwong hop tho né ban nhan nghi 1a xiy cat ngdi nha.

E. Vang.

S.Vay, quy httu tai gioi o1, cho ban nhan hay, cham lo thanh thao phuc vu than linh nham muc
dich gi? Chac han quy hiru biét, vi quy hitu khing dinh quy hitu am twong van dé siéu linh tham
hau hon moi nguoi.



E. Vang, bi nhan qua c6 khang dinh nhuw thé, tién sinh.

S.VAay cho ban nhan hay, nhan danh Chua té, muc dich tuyét voi than linh nham dat 13 gi khi st
dung ngo boi nhw toi to?

E. Nhiéu thanh qua rang r@, tién sinh.

S. Nhu twéng chi huy ngoai mdt tran, quy hitu. [14a] Tuy nhién, du thé chang nira, quy htru
cling khéng gap kho khan tom tat cho ban nhan hay nhirng gi ho quan tam hon hét dé dat chién
thang trong chién tranh, phai vy khong?

E. D1 nhién.

S, Nong dan lam rudng ciing dat nhleu thanh qua ruc ré; diu viy thanh qua cda ho c6 thé tom
tit 12 cd ging cay sau cuéc bam dé san xuit thwc pham tir dat lanh.

E. Hién nhién.
S. V6 sd thanh qua rang r& than linh hoan tit thi sao? Quy hitu tom tat cong trinh d6 thé nao?

E. Socrates, luc ndy bi nhan da ndi viéc lam kha nhoc nhan [b] néu tién sinh mudn biét ti mi
van dé thlrc sw thé nao. Du vay bi nhan sé& chi c6 thé néi tong quat khong di vao chi tlet de tién
sinh hay. Néu con ngudi biét néi lam sao, lam thé nao dé lam dep long than linh khi ciu nguyén
cling nhu lic té€ sinh, nhw vay la sung dao, lam thé la bao vé ca doi séng gia dinh riéng tw lan
doi song cong cong thanh quoc Nghich vé&i loi néi va hanh dong lam dep 1ong than linh 12 bang
dao, lam thé ciing la ddo 16n va pha huy moi thir.

S. Euthyphro, ban nhan tin chic néu mudn quy hitu co thé tra loi cAu hoi van tat trong vai chir,
Sw thatla quy hitu khong dinh tam chi bao, ban nhan thay ré rang. [c] Vi thé dén lac gay can
quy hitu tranh né. Néu quy h hitu trd 101, bay gio ban nhan da cé dd kién thire mong mudn nho
quy htru tro giap hiéu thé nao la sung dao Nao ngo ngudi yéu phai budc theo ting bude bat
ky tinh yéu dan dat téi dau. Lam on lan nay vui 1ong noi cho hay quy hiru hiéu nguoi sung dao
va long sung dao 1a thé nao? Ca hai l1a hiéu biét thanh thao lam thé nao té sinh va ciu nguyén
phai khong?

E. Vang.

S. C6 phai té sinh la hién dang pham vt cho than linh, cAu nguyén la biéu 16 van xin v&i than
linh khong hé?

E. Thwa, ding thé, tién sinh.

S.Vay theo quan diém nay [d] sung dao sé la hi€u biét lam thé nao cdu xin va dang hién thin
linh.

E. Tién sinh hiéu twdong tin y nghia diéu bi nhin muén néi.

S. Quy hitu quy hoa o1, vi 1a ke say mé, men mo them mudn hiéu blet cua quy hiru, ban nhan
cham chu khéng roi, bai thé moi didu quy httu néi ra khong diéu nao sé roi vao khoang khéng.
Nhung du sao ciing néi cho ban nhan hay loai cham lo nay d6i véi than linh 13 thé nao? Quy
hitu cd y néi loai ndy gom cau xin va dang hién than linh khong?

E. Thwa, ding thé.

S.Vay ¢6 phai khi cAu xin, cung cAch ding dan [e] 12 cAu xin nhitng gi ngd bdi can than linh ban
cho khong?



E. Lam sao khac dworc.

S. Ciing nhu c6 phai khi hién dang, cung cach ding dinla dang hién pham vit dén dap pham
vat than linh thuc s can tlr ngo boi  khong? Boi sir dung tang pham dem cho ngudi nao ma
ngudi dé khong can sé 1a st dung vo duyén, vung ve.

E. bung qua, tién sinh.

S. Vay, Euthyphro o1, sing dao dwong nhw 1a loai nghé thuat déi chac thanh thao gitra than linh
va con nguoi.

E.Vang, d0i chic, néu tién sinh mudén miéu ta nhw thé.

S.Chang muon gl mién 1a sy that. Nhung cho ban nhan hay thin linh thuc sw duoc loiich gi tw
tang pham ngo béi hién dang" Nhu'ng gl than linh ban déu hién nhién véi moi nguoi, [15a] vi
moi thir tét dep ngod boi cé deu do than linh ban. Nguoc lai, than linh dwoc loi ich gl tuw tang
pham ngd boi dang hién? Phai chang viéc ddi chac dem lai nhiédu loiich ngd béi tiép nhan du
thir t6t dep tir than linh trong khi than linh ching tiép nhan ti gi tir ngd boi?

E. Socrates, tién sinh c6 thuwc sy hinh dung than linh rat tia loi ich tir nhitng gi ti€p nhén tir ngd
boi khong?

S. 0, néu khong, tang phim ngd bdi diang hién than linh 1a gi hé Euthyphro?
E. A, thua, tén trong, kinh mén va, nhw bi nhan vira néi, tri an than linh, tién sinh nghi thé nao?

S.Vay sung dao la tri 4n than linh, [b] song khong dem lai loi ich hoac to6 ra than thiét véi than
linh phai khéng Euthyphro?

E. Phan riéng bi nhan nghi sung dao 1a cwc ky than thiét véi than linh.
S.Vay trong trueong hop d6 sung dao xem ra lai la than thiét véi than linh.
E. Vang, nhit dinh.

S. Khi noi vay quy hiru c6 ngac nhién khong néu phat biéu ro rang xé dich thay vi dirng im tai
chd? Quy hitu c6 trach citr ban nhan l1a Daedalus, vi lam ching di dong, trong khi la nghé nhan
khéo léo hon Daedalus quy hitu khién ching quay thanh vong tron khong ho? Quy hitru khong
nhan ra tranh luan cua ngo boi da di vong, quay lai diém ngo | bdi bat dau w? [c] Chac han quy
hitu nhé khéi dau ngd boi thay siing dao va dwoc than linh yéu thwong khong twong tw ma
khac biét. Quy hitu nh& khong?

E. Thwa, co.

S.Vay bay gio quy hitu c6 nhan ra quy hitu khang dinh sung dao la than thiét v&i thin linh
khong? Va c6 phai than thiét véi than linh Ia duoc than linh yéu thwong khéng? Hay khéong
phai?

E. Thwa phai.

S.Vay mot la ng6 bdi sai trong két luan vira réi, hai la néu ding lic d6 ngo boi sai trong gia
thiét bay gio.

E. Thua, dwong nhu vay.

S.B&i thé ngo bdi phai bat dau tim hiéu tré lai tir dAu sung dao 1 gi, vi bdn nhan sé ' khong san
sang tir bd y dinh chirng nao chwa biét cau tra loi. Xin dirng nghi ban nhan khong xtrng dang ma



tr choi. [d] Thay vi thé tap trung cao do y chi, bay gio hon bao gio cho ban nhan b1et sw that.
Boi trong hang thé& nhan néu c6 ai 6m chat hi&u biét nhw Proteus, ngwoi d6 la quy hitu, ban
nhan sé& khong dé buéc di, trudre khi néi cho hay. Néu khong hiéu sung dao va bang dao tuwong
tan ban nhan tin chic quy hitu s& khong bao gio ddm cao budc than phu gia nua vi toi giét
ngwoinhan danh nong boc tam thuong. Quy hitu s¢ néu hanh xtr khong dung din than linh sé&
thinh ng, quy hiru sé mat mat voi con nguoi. Boi thé ban nhan biét chic quy hitu am tuwong
sung dao va bang dao la thé nao. [e] Vay cho ban nhan hay, Euthyphro tuyét voi, dirng giau
giém, quy hitu nghi hai thir 1a thé nao.

E. D€ khi khéc, tién sinh, vi by gi¢r mac hen can kip, bi nhan phai di tic thi.

S.Sao lai thé, quy hitu! Ditt 4o ra di nhw vay l1a birt ban nhan khoi hy vonglon lao, day vao tuyét
vong nao na! Nhing mong qua quy htru chi bao hoc hoi ban chit, thé nao la sung dao, thé nao
1a bang dao, [16a] nhat 1a thoat khoi tdi trang Meletus cao budc, chirng to cho du'crng su hay
nho Euthyphro giac ng6 bay gio ban nhan da thong hiéu van dé ton gido, khong con xudn dong
khleln slc{rhsuﬁlt bi€u 16 quan diém la 1am, trai ngwoc truyén théng, va hon thé sé séng phan doi
con lai kha hon.



Apologia
(Bién giai)

Ndm 399 TCN, ba cong dan thanh quocAthens Meletus, Anytus va Lycon - dong thanh t6 cdo
trwdc toa Socrates la moi de doa doi véi xd hoiva ddt nwéc. Ho dwa 6ng ra toa vi hai téi: ta dao
va dau doc thanh nién. Cdo buéc thu'nhatllen hé toiton gido chii yéu nhdm gieo rdc du tudng
cung dc cam trong long moi nguoi doi vai trletgla 6 tw twéng khai phéng; té cdo nhw thé da
duworc st dung truoc kia két qud khd tot dep d61 vdi trletgla Anaxagoras (500-428 TCN) chu
trirong van vdt bién dich, sinh héa v thuong; quan niém cua trletgla phan ndao dnh hw(mg
Socrates, song khong cu thé'vi Socrates ro rang co khuynh hwong tén gido. Dau théé éng van bi
néu tén la phadn tie bdng bo doéi véi tin nguong truyén thong, phat biéu ctia 6ng vé ‘tiéng noi
thiéng liéng’ cling bi ghi vao s¢ ' den la sang tao pham tuc cua nha tw twémg nguy | hiém. Cdo budc
thir hai lién hé t&i chinh tri bat nguon tir thuc trang xd hoi quy két 6ng la phan ti phan dong doi
v&i thé ché duong thoi. S6 nguoiquen biét hodic s6 ngurdri ong giao du phan nao thudc gici
truong gid hitu khuynh, phan I6n dd qua doi, bdy gio nhé lai nhiéu ngwdi vdn con rung minh,
son toc gdy, mot trong sO mén sinh than tin I Alcibiades [bo Athens theo Sparta) ltic nay hoi
tw(mg ai ciing nghi dé la phdn twphan qudc lam hai xir so. Nguoi ta bdo Socrates dd khién sé
nguoinay lam duong lac 161, va bng ciing lam twong tw voi dam thanh nién thanh quoc. Khéng
nhiing thé ong lai cé khuynh huong coty kién da so quan chiing la kém cdi, dan dén, thanh phdn
cdm quyén ngu mudi, thién cdn; sw thé khién 6ng tro thanh doi twong chinh quyén ddn chi mai
tdi Idp nghi ky, trong dé Anytus la nhdn vdt quyén uy, dp ddo hon cd.

Trong Ld thw thir bdy Plato cho biét dng coi vu xir va cdi chét cua sw phu nhw dzem ngodt quyét
liét trong cugc doi. Qua so phan vi thdy khd kinh 6ng nhin ra mdu chot vdn dé rang budc con
nguotvoi chinh tri. Ong mé td vdn dé ngdn gon, 16i cuén trong Bién gidi. P6i thoai gébm ba phdt
biéu.

Phdt biéu thir nhdt, dai hon cd Socrates binh thdn, cao giong bién gidi truéc boi thdm doan lic
én ton, lic gay gat. Phdt biéu gdm ndm phdn:

1. Mé& ddu néi vé cung cdch néi ndng ctia 6ng (17a-18a)

2. Trd loi cdo budc ciia sé nguoi cdo budc trwée ddy (18a-24b)
3. Trad loi cdo budc ctia s6 ngwoi cdo budc hién nay (24b-28b)
4. Lac dé ndéi vé 161 séng ctia éng (28b-34b)

5. Két ludn vé thdi do cao cd va chinh tryc ctia 6ng (34b-35d)

Ra ngoai dé song Socrates khong ngung bién gidi. Ong tlep tuc noi va noi kha dai hé I cho nguoi
nghe thay toan bg vdn dé vé 161 séng ctia éng. Phdn covelac de la trong diém cuéc bién gidi, béi
néu I6i song ctia Socrates lanh manh, vdy hiéu biét ciia thanh quoc vé ta dao va ddu déc phdi coi
la khiém khuyét. Phdn nay chia lam hai phadn do tién liéu moi phan dwa ra y kién phdn bdc cé thé
néu lén chéng lai 61 song ctia Socrates. Phdn thir nhdt cho thdy trong tw thé vién chirc nha nwéc
Socrates la nguwoi cteu hg Athens; phdn thir hai gidi thich tai sao Socrates duy trivai tro thir dan
dirng ngoai phe phdi, khong tham gia chinh tri. Phdn thwnhat (28b-31c) Socrates vi minh nhw
Achilleus - chién binh anh hung trong trwong ca lliad cua Homer. Ciing nhu Achilleus, vi Ié phdi
va chinh tryc, Socrates coi thuong cdi chét. Song dén ddy nét twong tw chdm ditt. Socrates ham
suc tw coi ban than la ngwoi néi got chién binh anh hung vira ké. Ngu"o'l thuc sw phai nhuong
buwéc cho nguoichdn thuc. Thay thé hanh déng ddm mdu Achilleus thé hién ngoadi chién truong
Socrates bay to trong chuyen tro thdm Idng quan tam téi pham chdt than trong, long yéu sy
thdt, tdm hon nhdn hdu. Phdn thi hai (31c-34b) ké 16 séng ctia minh Socrates néi éng dirng



ngoaivong tranh bd do vwong vi tiéng ndi thiéng liéng xudt hién tir thiéy thoi ngdn cdn. Ong tudn
theo do ludn luén nhan thdy khinao bdo déng tiéng néi déu chinh xdc. Ong con néi néu hdng say
ddn thdn vao hoat dong chinh tri, ganh dua phe  phai, co I¢ 6ng blglet chét tir lau, boi s6 nguoi
céng khai ddu tranh cho cong binh luén luén mat mang. Ong hoi twéng nguy khon khi chong lai
bién phap bdt cong ¢ ctia chédd dan chii va sau d6 chinh sdch tan nhdn ctia Ba Mwoi Bao Chua.
Doz voi thanh nién dng khang dinh 6ng chwa hé day ai cdigl, 6ng San sang chuyén tro cong khay,
c&i mé vai bdt ky ai, khong lay thu lao. _Chuyén tro nhu thé khong co gi la doc hgj, nhdt la khi
vach trdn tinh trang ngu t6i, dét ndt ctia s6 ngwoi huénh hoang cho minh la gidi giang, thong
thdi.

Phdt biéu thir hai: phdn dé nghi (35e-38b). Sau khi bdi th@m doan tuyén bé binh quyet Meletus
nguoi cdo budc Socrates dé nghi hinh phat tw hinh. Socrates phdi dwa ra phdn deé nghi. Béi tham
doan sé bo phleu chdp nhdn mét trong hai dé nghi. Socrates dé nghi éng duoc dn yéng mien phi
va séng suot doi trong Prytaneum biét dién cé kinh, thiéng liéng cua thanh quoc An hué chi
danh cho quan quan Olympic, tuwdng Iinh xudt chung, dn nhdn xd hoi, dai dién gia dinh to tién da
céng hién dang ké cho ddt nuéc. Ong khang dinh éng thudc hang dn nhan nhw thé'vi 6ng lam cho
thanh qudc khéng phdi hinh nhw ma thuc sy sung sudng. Mdy ngudi ban bdo 6ng riit lai dé nghj,
ho chdp nhdn phat va. Socrates dé nghi phatva, nhung béi thdm doan cé Ié gidn di¥ vi thdi dé
ngao man trong phdn dé nghi thir nhdt bé phiéu quyét dinh ti hinh.

Phdt biéu thit ba: 10 chia tay véi boi thdm doan (38c-42a). Trong phat biéu thi ba truéc khi bi
dwa vé nha lao cho thu dn, trwdc hét Socrates noi voi nguoi bo phiéu két toi. Ong tién dodn nguoi
theo dng, gay gat va cuong quyet sétrd thu cdi chét cua ong, ho sé trach ct, nguyén rua nguoi
Athens nhiéu hon éng khi 6ng con Song (Tién dodn cua Socrates chitng nghzem qua viéc Plato va
Xenophon bién hg can pham thanh cong. Hon thé, ngay xuwa cing nghe ké, mdc du khong dworc
chitng thuec, ddn Athens ngay sau do dn hdn vi da Két toi tw hinh Socrates, dong thoi doi xir khe
khdat véi nguoi cdo budc ong.) Tiép theo 6 6ng néivéinguoi bo phzeu tha bong Ong cho hay dng sé
ké huyén thoai (39%). Ddu hleu cho thay két qua vu xur khdng co gi la toi té, dng ké daimonion
khong chong 'doi khi 6 6ng not. Sau dé 6 Ong trinh bay haiy kién chét la tét dep Thir nhdt, chét la tot
dep vi chét nhwglac ngu. Thit nhi, néu chét ddn t¢i cudc doi kiép sau, nhw ngudi ta ndi, ong sé
tiép tuc cdt buoc trén dwong doi nhw dd song trén trdn gian, chuyen tro, hoi han ngwoi bat gap,
nhdt la ngwoi néi tiéng lirng danh. Tam biét nguoi bg phiéu vé tji, Socrates ca ngoiho co niem
tin than linh luén luén phu ho nguwoi hién lanh, ti té. Ong khong néi éng cé niém tin nhw the hay
khéng. Ong néi bdy gior t6t hon hét la rii sach wu tu, phién mudn. Phdt biéu ham y bién idi ctua
éng, co lic hé Iy duong nhw muén chon cai chét, khong bi suy tw triru tuong veé ban chdt cdi chét
ché nguw, é6ng vira ké'lai, ma thay vao dé khéng khi ddc biét ctia tinh huéng dé ndng 6ng dang doi
ddu, truec dién. Co 1€ vi thé nhw Xenophon néi trong Bién hé Socrates (5-9) trwéc boi thdm doan
éng tim cdch trdnh cdnh tudi gia dé ndng trén vai!

Doc luot qua civ twong Bién giai c6 vé nhw mudén trinh bayy | kién phé binh doi song chinh tri ttr
quan diém triét hoc. Cong ddn va chinh khdch thanh qudc déu duwong dwong tw ddc, vi ai ciing
khdng dinh hiéu biét sw viéc ma thuc ra tdt cd chi coy niém mo ho, chir khong co hiéu biét xac
ddng. Nhu'ng di sdu vao lai thay Socrates va Plato cling dé nguoi doc nhin triét hoc tir quan diém
thanh quéc. Nhw Plato mé td phat biéu dé bién gidi ctia Socrates ddn t&i thdt bai, song do la thdt
bai toan tinh. Bién gidi cua Plato xudt hién da bién thdt bai nhdt thoi thanh thanh ¢bng ldu dai,
mang séng 6ng gia doi ldy tleng thom muon thud. Tt d6 va do do, ca nhdn khong tai san, khong
quyén binh, khéng chirc tudc, Socrates tré thanh mé hinh biéu thinét cao cd va vé chinh truc
ctia si khiva triét hoc.

Thua, [17a] cong dan thanh quoc Athens, ban nhan khong r6 khi nghe trinh bay quy vi da bi
nguoi cdo budc ban nhan chi ph01 thé nao. Phan riéng ban nhan cam thay hau nhw quén mat
minh 13 ai, vi ho néi ning qua w16i cudn. Dau thé ho néi nghera chang chit nao chira dung si
that. Ban nhan dac biét ngo ngang trudc mot trong vo so dién ta sai trai. ‘Ban nhdan muon noi
khi ho cin din quy vi phal canh chimng can than kéo ban nhan danh Iira, an y muon noéi ban
nhan 1a dién gia dang gom. [b] Ban nhan nghi ho da dic biét tro trén khi ndi véi quy vi nhw thé



ma khong dé mat ho then, vi ho thira hi€u r6i ra ho sé bi vach tran am muu khi ban nhan phoi
bay nhuoc diém cia mlnh swthat cho thay ban nhan chang hé c6 kha nang la dién gi3, trir ‘phi,
di nhién, khi néi dién gia dang s¢ quy vi ham y nguoi noi sy that. Néu do la diéu ho dinh gan
ghep ban nhan s&n sang chap nhan ban nhan 1a dién gia, song khong theo mé hinh, cung cach
cua ho.

Vang, dung thé, ban nhan nhic lai, ngudi cdo budc khong néi cai gi la that hodc ti nao la that,
trai lai quy vi sé nghe ban nhan trinh bay day du sw that, chi c6 su that, khong bang ngon tuwr
vin hoa, 10e loet nhuwr ho, xin khing dinh cung quy vi, [c] diém xuyet do day tir uyén chuyén, bay
buwom, ¢l can xing, gon gang; khong, nhit dinh khong, song quy vi sé nghe loi boc trwc, nhan
dinh thang than bat chot xuit hién trong dau, ban nhan vitng tin diéu ban nhan néi 1a chinh
truc, xin dung vi nao mong doi khac thé. Du sao d6i véi nguoi & tudi ban nhan thuc ra ching
thich dang chit nao néu xuat hlen trwdc quy vi. 0 cong dan thanh quéc Athens, che blen dién
van ngdn tir gia tao nhuw dién gia vi thanh nién. Néu quy vi thay trong khi bién giai st dung
ngon tu, giong diéu tuong tu giong diéu, ngdn tir ban nhan thuong st dung cd noi cho bua gan
quay nha déi tién, ché nhiéu nguoi trong quy vi tirng nghe ban nhan, lan bat ké noi nao, xin
dung vi thé ma ngac nhién hoac té ra kho chiu Ién tiéng ngdn chan! [d] Visy thatla vay. Xin
quy vi dé y vi thé ban nhan. Pay 1a lan diu tién ban nhan xuat h1en trudc phap dlnh tu01 da bay
muoi. BAn nhan dwong nhién xa la voi cung cach noi nang ¢ noi nay. Do vay néu qua thuc bat
do ban nhan 1a nguoi tir xt khac chic hdn thé nao quy vi cling c6 cam tinh ma thi 16i néu ban
nhan néi nang theo cung cach cling thé ngir da dwoc nuoi nang, day do, cling vi thé trong
trwong hop hién tai [18a] ban nhan khan thiét yéu ciu, do6 la cong bang it nhat doi véi ban
nhan, quy vi gac sang bén, khong dém xia cung cach ban nhan thua gui, c6 thé ap ung, c6 thé
troi chay, thay vi thé xin chi dé y dlem duy nhat, theo déi that sat, xem ban nhan noi dung hay
sai. B&i diém tuyét hdo dau tién cia bdi thaAm doan cling nhw diém tuyét hao cua bién ho la néi
sw that.

Cho nén trwéc hét, thuwa quy vi b6i thim, xem ra hoply dé bién giai bao vé ban than, ban nhan
sé phan bac cao buoc sai trai thir nhat va ngudi cdo budc thit nhat, t1ep theo chong 1a1 cao budc
sai trai thir hai cung nguoi cdo budc thit hai. [b] Phan biét nhuw thé vi nhiéu nguoi da cao budc

ban nhan véi quy vi, nhiéu nam vé trwéc cho dén bay gio, song chang noi gi la sw that. Ban
nhin so s nguoi nay hon sg Anytus va dong bon, mac du dam nay cting khung khlep chang
kém. Tuy the, thua quy vi, dam Kia con khting khiép gap bdi. Ho chi phoi, ho anh hwéng nhieu
nguoi trong quy vi tw thidu thoi, ho cdo budc ban nhan, ho thuyét phuc quy vi, mic du ching
thyc ti nao so v&i cao budc h1en tai, ho néi c6 nguoi tén Socrates, tay thong tha1 bac minh
triet, nha tw twéng ban biu véi su vat lu'ng lo trén trod, tim hiéu, nghlen ctru du thu’ duwéi dat, co
tai doi trang thay den, b1en Iy luan 4u tri thanh Iy luan gia din. [c] Thuwa, quy vi, s6 nguoi nay
vung tin khap noti, ho 1asé nguoi cao budc thue s nguy hiém di véi ban nhan. Tai sao? Vi
nguoi dé tai nghe ho sé& nghi ngudi tim hiéu, nghlen ctru sy vat nhw thé chac han cling la tay vo
than khong tin tuong than linh. Ngoai ra, ciing can ndi thém, s6 ngudi t6 cao kleu nay dong
1am, ho to cdo ban nhan tir lau kha nhiéu nam cho téi bay gio! Hon thé ho tiép can quy vi o tudbi
nhe da ca tin, dé gay an twong hon hét, c6 so trong quy vi méi lén, c6 so trong quy vi con tre;
dat thang loi nhu tré ban tay, ho cao buoc ban nhan trong truong hop hoan toan khiém d1en Vi
khong co ai lén tleng bién giai bénh vuc. Nhung diéu phily, ky di hon hét 4y 1a ban nhan khong
tai nao biét dé néi [d] quy vi hay tén hola gi, trur ¥ nguoi trong dam bat d6 1a nha 1am hai

kich. St dung d6 ky, tan dung vu cdo, phi bang s6 ngwoi nay thuyet phuc quy vi chong lai ban
nhan, va co s sau khi bi thuyet phuc di thuyet phuc nguoi khac, tat ca khién ban nhan béi réi,
kho xtr. Vi xem ra ciing khong tai nao dem ho ra day doi chat hoac bac bo, song nhan thay can
thiét, ban nhan sé noi dé bién giai, tranh bién trwong hop clia minh lam nhu chién diu véi
bong t01 I3n x4 vao bat bé doi tht vo hinh trong khi khong c6 ai tra 1! Béi thé xin quy vi
thong cam, nhw ban nhan vira noi, cdo budc ban nhan chia thanh hai nhém: nhém cao budc bay
gio va nhém co budc trudce kia, [e] ban nhan vira ké; va xin quy vi cling dong y trwdc hét ban
nhan phai tra 101, bién ho chong lai nhém cao budc trudc kia. Vi quy vi nghe ho cao budc ban
nhan sém hon, lau hon, nhiéu hon, dit ddn hon nhém cdo budc & day sau nay.



Vang, phai roi, dung thé, dwong nhién bat dau ban nhan phai bién h bao vé ban than, thua quy
vi, dong thoi trong thoi gian ngan ngui c6 ging tay x0a khoi tam tri quy vi an tuong sai lam
[19a] da an sau bam ré twr lau. Ban nhan mong muon viéc lam dat ket qua néu bat luan thé nao
cling tot dep déi voi quy vi va ban nhan; ban nhan hy vong bién giai sé thanh cong, song ban
nhan tham hiéu quyet dinh khé khin vo cung va ban nhany thlrc day da ké hoach nan gidi ra
sao. Du vay ctr dé du dlnh ti€n hanh nhu than linh mong mudn, song bén phan ban nhan l1a
tuan theo luat phap va trinh bay bién giai.

B&i thé ngd boi tré lai tir dau xem cdo budc thé nao, can ctr vao d6 lam chuyén vu khong, [b]
khuyen khich Meletus dwa ra cao trang budc tdi ban nhan. Vang, dung thé. bam nguoi vu cao
noi gi d€ vu oan ban nhan? Can doc cung tur, dung thé, nhw thé cung tu la nguoi cao budc thuc
swve mat phap ly. Cung tir thé nay: Lam dleu bat ch1nh lang xang xia chuyén, Socrates nghlen
ctru sy vat dwdi dét, sy vat trén trod, doi trang thay den bién 1y ludn non not thanh ly luan gia
din, [c] lai con dem diéu nhu thé lam guong rao giang day do nguoi khac. Ty minh quy vi cling
thay sw viéc twong ty trong hai kich cua Aristophanes, c6 nguo1i tén Socrates du dua xoay tron
trén san khau khang dinh 6ng ta dang budc di trong khong khi, noi nang 14n than lién hoi vé su
viéc ban nhan khéng hiéu, du nhiéu hay it. N6i vay song ban nhan khong c6 y coi nhe khinh
thwong nhan thirc nhuw the néu ai dé thuc sw am twong, de ban nhan khoi bao gio bi Meletus
truy to trong vu kién khung khiép, nhu'ng thuc ra, thua quy vi, ban nhan khong dinh liu gi véi
diéu vira Ké. [d] Hon thé, ban nhan tran trong kinh meri da so quy vi lam nhan chirng, ban nhén
ky vong quy vi sé chi giao, ké lai ranh rot cho nhau hay, s6 nguoi trong quy vi da nghe ban
nhan tro chuyen da so quy vi néi lai véi nhau, néu ai trong quy vi co bao gio nghe ban nhan
chuyén tro ve dleu nhu thé, du nhleu hay it, roi tir sw kién nay quy vi sé nhin ra diéu da s6 noi
vé ban nhan déu cung loai, tit ca déu khong dang tin.

Sw that cho thiy khong co sy viéc nao nhu thé; néu quy vi nghe ai d6 n6i ban nhan giang day
nguwoi ta la dée lam tién, dleu do cing khong dung [e] Mac du lam thé doéi v6i ban nhan duong
nhu ciing ngoan muc néu minh c6 kha nang day do nguoi ta nhu Gorgias ¢ Leontini, Prodicus
¢ Ceos, Hippias & Elis. Vi mdi nguoi trong ho, thua quy vi, déu c6 kha nang lan luot di vao
thanh pho thuyét phuc dam tré roi bé ban be giao du, két than véi bat ky ai la cong dan néu
muon, ho thuyet phuc dam tre roi bo khong giao du, két than véi dam nay, [20a] ma két than,
giao du vo1i ho, ndp hoc phi hau hi cho ho, hon thé con bay to6 biét on. Vé chuyén dé ban nhan
nghe tin & day con co nguoi nira tu Paros thudc hang thong thai toi tham thanh phd; vi tinh cor
ban nhan gip mot ngudi so véi ngudi khac da tra bon hoc phi cho dam So6- -phit, Callias, con
Hipponicus. Ban nhan hoi chuyén (vi dwong su cé hai con trai). Ban nhan noi: Callias, néu hai
con trai ciia dai nhan 1a ngwa con hodc bé nho, chic han chang chut khé khin ngd béi phai
kiém va thué nguoi trong nom dé bién chung thanh dinh dac, hoan hao [b] theo tinh ndng
thich hop, pham chit tw nhién, nguoi do sé la nguoi khéo 1éo v&i ngwra hodc tai gidi voi nghé
nong. Nhung vi hai dira 1a con nguoi, dai nhan du tinh tim ai chdm lo viéc dao luyén pham chat
xd hoi va ca nhan, ai am tuwong tinh nang nhuw thé&? Ban nhan thiét tuong dai nhan da suy ngam
van dé, vi cé con trai. Co thay nguoi nao nhu thé khong h&? Ban nhan hoi. Ngudi d6 traloi: Co
chtt. Ban nhan ti€p loi: Ai vay, tén la gi, nguoi vung nao néu day thi tinh bao nhiéu tién? Ngwoi
do dap: Evenus, Socrates, nguoi dao Paros, nam mina. Ban nhan thim nghi Evenus thit diém
phuc néu thuc swla bac thay nghé thuat vira ké, gidng day ma tinh hoc phi khiém nhwong dén
thé. [c] Phan riéng néu s& dac hiéu biét tuong tw thé nao ban nhin cling sé huénh hoang, vénh
vao lén mat, song rat tiéc, thwa quy vi, bAn nhan khong cé.

Colécovisé ngat 101, roi hoi: Vay, Socrates, bi cdo lam gi? Sao lai bi cdo budc nhw thé? Vi néu
qua thuc khong lam gi khac thwong ma chi sinh hoat binh thwcrng dwcrng nhlen tin don, chuyén
ké s& khong xuat hién, trir phi bi cao lam gi di thtrcrng khac han da s6 nguoi doi. Bdi thé  giai
thich cho hay van dé ra sao dé boi thAm doan sé khong xt sw thiéu thin trong nhw ' nguoi khac
déi véi bi cao. [d] Ban nhan thay diéu vi d6 dwarala yéu cau hoply. Ban nhan s€ c6 gang chirng
minh quy vi rd su thé thé nao khién ban nhan mang tiéng sai trai va vu cdo trang tron. Vay xin
lang nghe. C6 1& cé vai vi s& nghi ban nhan khong nghiém tuc, thay vi thé hinh nhw néi chuyén
tao lao. Khong, xin khang dinh ban nhan sé néi toan bd sw that Ban nhan, thwa quy vi, noi tiéng



nhu thé khong do cai gi ma chi vi hiéu biét nao do. Ban nhan muon no6i hiéu biét d6 thudc loai
nao? Thua, c6 1€ d6 la hiéu biét vé con ngudi. Rat c6 thé ban nhan thuc swam tuon hiéu biét
do theo nghla gioi han vira néu, [e] trong khi s6 vi ban nhan vira ké thaAm hau vé hiéu biét ndo
d6 hon hiéu biét vé con nguoi, hoac gia ban nhan khong thé giai thich hiéu biét do 1a thé nao,
vi chiac chdn ban nhan khong s& dac hiéu biét nhw thé, ngudi nao néi ban nhan sé dic 1a néi
dé6i, ndi dé ma li, béu xau, c6 y chir khong vo tinh.

Bay gio, thua cong dan Athens, xin quy vi ding lam huyén nao nham ngan chan, phan doéi, ngay
ca néu quy vi nghi ban nhan qua lo1i, vi chuyen ban nhan sé ké khong phai ban nhan sang tao,
song ban nhan sé ndi ro dé quy vi hay nguon goc dang tin cdy ma uy tin khong thé ch01 cai. Ve
hiéu biét ciia ban nhin, hién htru va ban chit, néu qua thuc la hi€u biét thudc loai nao do, va
hiéu biét do 1a gi, ban nhan sé& don ct thin linh d&n Delphi lam chirng. Sao lai thé? [2 1a] Thuza
chac han quy vi biét Chaerephon. Buong sy khong nhiing la ban than cia ban nhan tir thiéu
thoi, ma con 1a ban than cda da s6 quy vi méi day clng bi truc xuit luu vong, cung hoi hwong
véi quy vi tai lap ché dd. Quy vi thura biét dwong sw thudc loai nguoi thé nao, hang hai ra sao
trong bat ké dw dinh nao chuanbira tay. Ddc biét mot hém téi dén Delphi, du'(rng sw ca gan
tham khdo sam ngit hoi y y than linh vé chuyén nay, bay gio nhu ban nhan noi trudc day, thua
quy vi, xin dirng lam 6n ao chan 1o, dwong sw hol co ai hiéu biét thim thdy hon ban nhan
khong Nit tu Pythia diém dam dap khong cé ai. Vi dwong sw da chét, lién hé téi chuyén nay,
hién dién & day, bao dé sé& 1a nhan chimg cho ban nhan.

Bay gio xin chi y muc dich vi sao ban nhan ké chuyén nay. [b] Ban nhin sé giang giai dé quy vi
hay cao budc vu khong xuat phat t dau. Khi nghe 1oi ni tu noi the ban nhan tw hdi: Than linh
muon noéi g17 Tai sao lai kho hleu bf an ma khong dung ngdn tir glan di, don so? Thé nghia la
thé nao? Ban nhan y thirc rd rang ban nhan khong hé ‘thong thai, gidi giang, du nhiéu hay it. Vay
than linh mudn néi gi khi phan ban nhin la ngwoi hiéu rong biét nhidu hon hét? buong nhién
than linh kh6ng phan diéu gia ddi, vi diéu d6é khong xing dang voi than linh. Mt thoi gian kha
lau roi vao tinh trang thic mic, khong hiéu than linh ham y thé nao, song sau d6 hét strc mién
cwdong muon tim hiéu sw that 1&4i than linh phan, ban nhan theo cach sau day. Ban nhan di ki€m
mot trong so nguoi noi tiéng uyén bac hon hét, vi thAm nghi nho chd nay chtr khong phai cho
nao ban nhan c6 thé vira bac bo cau tra loi danh cho Chaerephon, [c] vira trinh bay ranh mach
suw thé véi sdm ngir. Than linh phan ban nhan la nguoi kién thirc cao rong nhat tran gian,
nhu'ng thua, day moi la nguoi kién thirc cao rong gap boi ban nhan. Ban nhan quan sat tan
tuong, ban nhan khong can néi tén, song nguoi ban nhan cé kinh nghiém ban nhan sap miéu
ta, la chinh trj gia gia ddn, sanh s6i. Luc tim h1eu ban nhan cé cam nght, roi khi dam dao, thua
quy vi, ban nhan c6 an tuong mac du nhiéu ngudi nghi, va dac biét ngudi nay ciing nghl nguoi
nay co ve tinh tuong, sdu sac, nhung thuc ra khong phai. B&i vay sau do khi bit dau tim cach
cho nguoi nay thay ngudi nay nghi minh giodi giang, tai can, song thirc ra khong phal Do vay
nguoi nay dam ra thu ghet ban nhan [d], kéo theo nhiéu nguoi du'ng ngoai quan sat lam tuong
tw. Bd&i the ban nhan bo di, vira cat buéec, vira tham nhu: U, chac chan minh biét hon nguoi nay.
Cung c6 thé ca hai chang biét gi dé tw hao, song nguoi nay nghi nguoi nay biét gi d6 ma nguoi
nay khong biét, trong Khi minhy thirc rd rang minh khong biét gi hét. D sao minh cling biét
hon nguo1 nay moét chut nho nhoi, d6 1a minh khong nghi minh biét cai minh khong biét. Sau
doé tiép tuc phdng van nguoi khac nhém néi tiéng hiéu biét hon nguoinay, ban nhan lai mang
an twong twong tw. [e] Lan nay ciing vi thé bi chinh ngwdi nay cling déng dao ngudi hién dién
quay ra thu ghet.

T d6 tré di ban nhan [an lwot ti€p xiac hét nguoi nay dén ngwoi no. Sudt thoi gian d6 vira
budn vira lo ban nhin nhan ra ban nhan dang tré thanh déi tuwong dé nguoi ta cam tirc, thu
ghét. Dau thé ban nhan cam thdy phai hét sirc than trong d6i véi than linh. Vi mudn tim h1eu y
nghia sam ngit ban nhan budc long phai di gap khong loai trir ngwoi noi tleng ling danh s¢ dac
hleu biét nhu thé. Va nhan danh linh khuyén, thwa boi tham doan, [22a] vi phai noi that voi
quy vi, ban nhan xin thé an tugng chan thuc ban nhan cam thay thé nay. Trong khi theo dudi
tim higu theo phan truyen ctia than linh ban nhan thay nguoi noi tleng hon hét hau nhw hoan
toan kém coi, ngwoi tdm thwong nhat hang hiu nhw vikng vang gap boi vé kién thirc thong



thuong. Ban nhan phai ke cudc lang thang thang tram de quy vi hay nhw the do la thyc hién
mot 1an cho mai mai viéc lam co cuc nham chung to sdm ngi chinh x4c v6 cuing. Sau khi két
thiic véi chinh khach ban nhan mo téi thi si bi kich, thi s trit tinh va du loai thi si, [b] long
riéng tham twdng téi chd nay minh sé 16t tran mat thuc la ngu dét hon ho. Vi thé ban nhan
thwong mang theo s6 lwong ban nhan nghl 1a sdng tac vat va, song hoan chinh, dic y hon hét,
dong thoi truc tiép hdi ho muon noi cai gi, y nghia ra sao, s6 sang tac da hoan thanh nhirng
mong nhd ho may man mé& rong hiéu biét ban than. Vang, thwa cong dan Athens, ban nhan
khong dam, ban nhan x4u hé néi su that, song budc long phal noi quy vi hay. Chang ngoa ti nao
khi n6i hau nhu nguoi dirng ngoai theo déi déu cé thé giai thich sé bai tho'dé ranh mach hon
chinh tac gia. Vi thé ban nhan tirc thi nhin ra két luan tuong ty [c] thi sTlam tho ma ciling
chang biét gi, chi do thi hirng va kha nang thién bam, giong nhuw thay doan, nha tién tri cling
néi nhiéu diéu hay ho, ngoan muc ma chdng hiéu néi gl. Thi si d5i véi ban nhan ro rang kinh
qua trai nghiém na na. bong thoi ban nhan ciing thay vi 1am tho ho tudng ho hiéu biét, thong
thai gdp boi nhiéu nguoi vé nhiéu phwong dién, song khong phai, ho dét dac can mai! B&i thé
ban nhan lai rat lui ra di, cling tham nghi ban nhan héa ra sang gia hon ho vé chinh diéu twong
tw nhw ban nhan da vwot xa dam chinh khach.

Cuoi cung ban nhan di gap nghé nhan kinh nghiém. Ban nhan y thtrc r6 rang ban nhan khong
hiéu gi het vé mat k§ thuat, dai khai nhu vay, [d] song ban nhan biét ban nhan sé& kham pha
thay it nhat ho biét nhidu diéu rat &n tuong. Ban nhan khong sai lam hay that vong vé diém
nay. Ho biét nhiéu thitr ban nhan khong biét, nhw vay vé mdt nay ho gioi hon ban nhan. Nhung,
thwa quy vi b6i thAm doan, s6 nghé nhan lanh nghe vira ké hinh nhu' cling mang khuyet tat
theo cach tuwong tw ban nhén nhan thiy & dam thi sT; ban nhan muon noi vé kha nang chuyen
mon, vi thanh cong trong nghé nghiép, nguwdi nao cling nghi ho hét strc gidi giang theo duoi
ngheé khac, nghe tol w quan trong, ban nhan nhan thay sai lAm nay hinh nhu che lap lam mo
klen thirc ho sé& dic. [e] Vi thé&, bién minh thanh ngwdi phat ngdn clia sdm ngtlr, ban nhan ty hoi
c6 nén gitr vai tro dang gil hay khong, khong thong thai nhu thong thai cua ho va cling khong
ngu dan nhw ngu dAn cta ho, hodc s& dac ca hai pham chat nhw ho. Tra 11 sdm ngir qua chinh
ban than ban nhan tuw nh tot hon hét 13 gitt vai tro da git.

Thwa quy vi, k€t qua cong viéc tim hiéu 1a ban nhan tao ra biét bao thu ghet, thu ghét khung
khlep phai chlu dung, thu ghet acliét phai ganh vac, [23a] do do nhiéu cdo budc ac y xuit hién,
va ca viéc mo ta ban nhan la thay day uyén tham. S¢ di vay ay la do sw kién moi lan khi nguwoi
d6i thoai khang dinh hi€u biét dé tai nao d6, ban nhan phan bac, nguoi dimg xem lién nghi ban
nhan hiéu biét day du dé tai do. Nhung, thua quy vi, su that ctia van dé dwong nhién la hiéu
biét thuc sw1a ban chat _riéng biét cua than linh, sdm ngr Ia duong hudng than linh chi dan cho
ngd bdi hay hiéu biét clia con ngwdi it c6 hoac khong co gia tri. Ban nhan thay dwong nhu than
linh khong am chi truc tlep Socrates, [b] ma chi lay tén ban nhan lam vi du nhw thé muon noi:

O thé nhan, ngudi hiéu biét hon hét trong ddm cac ngwoi 1 ngwdi nhu Socrates y thirc vé mit
hiéu biét du'o'ng suw thuce sy tim thuwong!

b 1aly do tai sao ngay ca bay gio ban nhan van di quanh quan do day lung kiém, tim hiéu nhw
than linh chi bdo. Ban nhan t&i noi ndy noi no kiém tim bat ky ai, cong dan hay ngoai lai, ban
nhan nght la uyén bac. Néu nhin ra nguoi dé khong phai thé, ban nhan sé toi xin than linh tro
giap, dong thoi chirmng minh ngwoi d6 khong gioi giang. Vi lam vay nén khong nhan roi, ban
nhan khong c6 thi gio tham gia chinh su thanh quoc, va cling khong c6 thoi gian trong nom
cdng viéc gia dinh, song vi phuc vu than linh ban nhan séng nghéo khé vo cung.

Thém vao do conly do nita [c] khié€n ban nhan bj thu ghét. Thanh nién con nha giau c6 vo cong
roi nghé ham thich bam sat vi muon nghe ban nhan chat van nguoi d01 thoai. Thuong coi ban
nhan nhu m6 hinh mau murc, s6 nay bat chuéc tim cach cat van ngwoi khac. Ban nhan nghi do
lam thé s6 nay bat gap khong biét bao nhiéu nguoi twdng ho hiéu biét, song thuc ra khong
hleu biét ti nao hoac chang h1eu blet gi ca. Két qua la ddm nguoi bi héi dam ra buc boi, tirc
gian, khong phai vi s6 nay ma voi ban nhan. Ho than phlen [d] c6 tén mic dich thu' thlet tuc
danh Socrates dem tu twdng sai trai d6 day dau 6c thanh nién. Néu quy vi hdi dng dy lam gi,



day cai gi ma hau qua nhu thé, ho sé im 1 1ang chi vi khong b1et gi dé noi. Nhung do khong mudn
thura nhan tinh trang roi loan, luong cudng, ho quay lai mé¢ cdo budc dinh san, dé muc thuan
tién doi véi hang ngii triét gia: Ong ay day mon sinh chuyén trén troi, chuyen duoi dat chuyen
nghi ngo than linh, chuyén bién Iy luan yéu kém, ctun nhut thanh ly luan manh liét, sdc sdo. Ban
nhin thim nht ho ghét cay ghet dang viéc chap nhan swthat: dy la ho bi phanh phul lam nhw
hleu biét trong khi hoan toan dot nat. Boi the ban nhan nghl do ky ganh ghet, dau 6¢ ham ho,
s6 luwgng dong dao, cung cach noi ndang 16i cudn, sap Xep can than, lién mién va hang say, [e] tw
lau cling nhu bay gio khong ngung rot do vao tai quy vi, ho quyet het vu cao ban nhan. Do d6
quy vi thay nguyén do_ dan Meletus, Anytus, Lycon toi chd cao budc ban nhan, Meletus tirc gian
vi bon thi s7, Anytus ndi xung vi bay nghé nhan va chinh khach, Lycon phan no vi ddm dién gia.
Boi thé, nhuw d4 néi tir dau, [24a] ban nhan sé€ ngac nhién néu khong thé trong thoi gian ngan
ngui con lai trong doi ty x6a nhin thirc sai [Am da cy siu trong dau 6c¢ quy vi.

Thua, cong dan Athens, do 1a sy that trinh bay cung quy vi. Ban nhan khong gidu glem hay 1ap
liém cai gi du lén hay nhé. Ban nhan cling khong gitr kin cai gi trong long ma khong noi ra. Song
ban nhan biét chic han do ndi nang moc mac ban nhan da gay nén thu ghét; diéu nay ciing
thuc sy ching to phat biéu ctia ban nhan la chan that, ban nhan da miéu ta chinh x4ac ban chat
cung nguyén nhan viéc cao budc. [b] Bat luan thé nao, néu di sdu vao tim hiéu, bay gio hay mai
sau, quy vi s& thay dit kién ban nhan vira mo ta.

Ban nhan da bién giai kha day di phan bac cdo budc ctia nhém thit nhat. Bay gio ban nhan sé
c§ gang bién hd chdng lai Meletus, tw xung con nguoi nguyén t tac dirt muc, ai qudc cao do, cuing
nhém th nhi. Vi thuéc dam cdo buoc khac, trwdc hét xin dé cap loi khai khi ho tuyén thé. Cung
tir dai loai thé nay: Socrates can toi bat chlnh dau doc thanh nién, khéng tin twong than linh
thanh quoc tin twdng, ma tin twdng than linh tw minh sang tao. Ho cdo budc nhw thé. [c] Ngb
b6i can xem xét Ian Iwot tirng diém. Puwong sw néi ban nhan pham tdi tha héa thanh nién.
Nhung, thua quy vi, ban nhan khang dinh dwong su pham tdi khinh sudt, ban chuyén than
trong nhuw tro dua, dua nguoi ra toa voily do hao huyen tuyén bo quan tdm sw viéc mot cach
than trong ma chang quan tAm ti gi. Ban nhan sé c§ ging chirng minh sw that [a thé.

[D6i tich cat vAn bat dau]

Vay moi Meletus ra day cho ban nhéan doi chat. N guyen don [d] chi trwong diéu quan trong
hon hét 1a thanh nién phai ti€p xtc v&i danh hwdng tot dep ding khong?

bung thé.

0, hay ldm. Vay cho quy vi & day hay ai lam ho tré nén tot dep? Néu quan tAm nhiéu nhw vy
dwong nhién nguyén don pha1 biét. Nguyén don khai nguyén don kham pha thay anh huwéng
xau xa, nguoi hu hoa thanh nién, nghia la ban nhan, nguyén don dwa ban nhan téi ddy, budc toi
trwé'c mat quy vi boi tham. Vay noi di, cho quy vi hay nguoi c6 anh huong tot dep dé6i voi
thanh nién 13 ai? Meletus, néi di, néi cho quy vi hay nguoi do la ai. bay thay chua, Meletus?
Nguyén don im lang, cing lud1, vi chang biét gi dé tra 1. Nguyén don khong cam thay nhuw thé
la nhuc nha va nhu vy minh chwng cu thé diéu ban nhan noi hay sao, nguyén don chang bao
gi®r quan tam t&i chuyén nay? Xin cho ban nhan hay, quy nhan, ai lam ho tot dep?

Luat phap.

Ban nhan khéng c6 y hoi dleu do, nguyén don quy hoa, [e] ma yéu cau nguyén don cho biét tén
ngwoi lam ho tot dep, nguoi nhlem vu dau tién la am twong luat phap?

Quy vi hién dién & day, Socrates, hoi vién boi thAm doan.

Meletus, nguyén don noi thé nghia la thé nao? C6 phai nguyén don mudn néi boi thim doan cé
kha nang gido duc thanh nién, [am ho tré nén t6t dep khong?



Puong nhién.
Diéu d6 ap dung vai tat cd, hay chi vai boi thAm?
Tat ca.

0, tuyét! Tra 1oi hay qua. Oi, Hera! Nguyén don néi t&i kha nhiéu an nhan. [25a] O, vay s
ngwoi quan sat, hién dién, tham dw phién toa c6 anh huwdng tét dep hay khong?

Ca nhitng nguoi nay.
Con hoi vién Hoi dong Thanh quoc thi sao?
Ca hoi vién H6i dong Thanh quéc nira.

Nhung, Meletus, hoi vién Dai hoi Quoc din thé nao? C6 lam thanh nién hw héng khong? Hay tat
ca cling anh ero'ng t6t dep doi véi ho?

Ho cling c6 anh hudng tot dep.

Nhu vay xem ra tat ca cong din Athens déu c6 anh hu'(rng tot dep, tich cwc doi véi ho, trir ban
nhan, va chi minh ban nhan lam ho hw hong. Cé phai nguyén don dinh noi thé khong7

buing thé, nhan manh la khac.

Nguyén don [b] budc toi ban nhan téi mirc d6 qua w khang khlep' A, bdy gio xin hoi cau khac.
Lay ngwa lam vi du. Nguyen don c6 tin nguoi lam cho ngua tot dep chiém da s6 trong nhan
loai, chi c6 mot ngwoi anh huong xau xa véi ngwa khong? Hay sy that nguoc lai hoan toan, kha
nang lam cho ngua tot L dep thudc vé mot ngudi hodc chi vai nguoi, ho 1a nguoi luyén ngua, con
da s0, néu phai lam viéc voi ngua, st dung ngua, 1am hai ngua phai khong7 Meletus, c6 phai
day la vi du &ng hop ca véi ngwa va stc vat khac khong7 D1 nhién ding thé du nguyén don hay
Anytus co phu nhan hay khong. Su viéc xem ra may man hét strc doi vai thanh nién ctia ngd boi
néu chi c6 mot nguoi lam hw hong, trong khi da so tao hau qua tot dep. Nhung, Meletus, [c] ban
nhan chang can néi nita, cung cach cu xtt cho thay day dd va hién nhién chwa bao gio nguyén
don ban tam nghi té&i dam tre. Nguyén don to ra lanh dam rd rang, va sy that 1a sy viéc dua ban
nhan ra toa khong hé 1a van dé y nghia d6i véi nguyén don. Nhung du sao, con dlem nay nia,
Meletus, lay Chua té, cting than trong cho ban nhan hay doi véi con nguoi nén song véi dong
bao tir té hay cong dan xau xa7 Xin quy nhan vui long tra 1614, vi cau ban nhan hoi khong kho. €6
phai ngwoi xau xa tao hdu qua toi té, trong khi nguoi ti té tao hiu qua tot dep véi nguoi gan
gli hay khong?

Puong nhién.

Vay c6 ai muon bilam hai [d] hon la lam lgi béi nguoi minh giao du khong? Xin tra 101, quy
nhan, vi luat phap bat quy nhan phai tra 1&i. C6 ai mudn bi lam hai khong?

D1 nhién khong.

Vay mang ban nhan toi toa vi lam thanh nién hu hong, xau xa, nguyén don mudn néi ban nhan
cO y hay vo tinh lam vay?

Coy.

Thé 13 thé nao hé Meletus? O tudi 4y khon ngoan gap boi badn nhan & tudi nay, mdc du nguyén
don tre, ban nhan gia, nguyén don da blet nguoi xau xa Tudn ludn tao hau qua toi t€, nguol tr
t& ludn ludn tao hiu qua tot dep voi ngwoi gan giii hon hét, [e] trai lai phai chang vi ngu dot
qué do nén ciing khong biét néu lam diéu toi té véi ngudi than ban nhan sé& bi nguwoi dé dap lai



bang x4u xa? B&i thé bAn nhan ¢4 y lam diéu xau xa khung khi€p nhw nguyén don khang dinh.
Khong, ban nhan khong tin diéu nguyén don néi, Meletus, ban nhan ‘nghi ngwoi khac cling
khong tin. Boi 1€ mot la ban nhan khong ht hoa thanh nién, hai la néu c6 hu héa, ban nhan hu
ho6a vo tinh, [26a] trong ca hai trueong hop nguyén don deu khai man noi lao. Néu ban nhin vo
tinh ht héa ho, phwong thirc chinh dang trong treong hop xir sw nhw thé luat phap khéng doi
hoi nguyén d(m dwa ban nhan ra toa, ma giai quyet riéng tu, gido duc, khuyen khich ban nhan.
Vi r6 rang, néu hoc dwoc diéu hay, ban nhan sé ngung lam dieu dang lam mot cach vo tinh. Rat
ti€c trong qua khit nguyén don c6 tinh tranh mat, khong c6y gido hoa, trai lai bay gior mang
ban nhan dén day, noi luat phap quy dinh dem ngudi dén chd nay l1a cin trirng phat, khong can
gido hoa.

Thua, cong dan Athens, dén bay y gi0 thi r6 rang nhw ban nhan khang dinh truwdc day [b] Meletus
khong hé quan tam téi van dé vira ké du nhiéu hay it. DAu thé, Meletus, ban nhan moi nguyén
don phat biéu cho moi ngwoi hay lam sao nguyén don co6 thé néi ban nhan ht héa dau éc
thanh nién. Phai chang theo cdo trang nguyén don dua ra do la day ho khong tin twong than
linh thanh quéc tin twédng ma du nhap than linh méila? Nguyén don cé y dinh néi day diéu dé
la ban nhan dau ddc ho khong?

Pung, nhit dinh, bi nhan noéi thé, con khang dinh nira.

U vdy, Meletus, ban nhan yéu cau, nhan danh than linh ng6 béi dang noi, nguyén don giai thich
ro rang chut nira cho ban nhan va bo6i tham cung hay chi diém.[c] Vi ban nhan van chua hiéu
c6 phai nguyén don mudén néi ban nhan day ho tin tuong | than linh nao d6 (nhw vay ham y y ban
nhan c6 tin twdng than linh, ban nhan khong hoan toan v than, ban nhan khong sai trai ve
chuyén nay), song ban nhan khong tin twong than linh thanh quéc tin twdng ma tin twéng thin
linh khac biét, d6 la diéu nguyén don cao budc. Hay nguyén don khang dinh ban nhan khong hé
tin twong thin linh va day nguwoi khac lam twong tu?

bung r6i bi nhan néi bi cdo khong hé tin twéng than linh.

La chua, Meletus, quy nhan, tai sao nguyén don noi thé? [d] C6 phai nguyén don mudn ndi ban
nhan ciing khong tin twdng mat trod, mat trang 1a than linh, nhw nhan loai tin twéng?

Khéng, lay Chua té, thwa quan toa, vi bi don tuyén bé mat troi 1a cuc da, mat trang la khoi dat.

Meletus quy hoa, nguyén don c6 nghi nguyén don dang két toi Anaxagoras khong ho? Nguyén
don cé coi thlrong xem nhe quy vi b6i thAm hién dién & day, dong thoi gia du do qua w thiéu
thén kinh nghiém vé chit nghia nén khong biét tac phdm clia Anaxagoras nguoi thanh
Clazomenae chira day hoc thuyet nhu thé? Hon nira, nguyén don c6 dinh noi qua ban nhan
thanh nién s¢ dac nhitng gl [e] d6i khi ho c6 thé mua gia cao lam la moét drachma ¢ dan nhac,
roi cwdi nhao Socrates néu ban nhan tuyén b6 tu twdng d6 1a cia ban nhan, khong phai cua
Anaxagoras, dac biét khi tw tlrcrng d6 qua w ky quac? Meletus, noi that di, c6 phai nguyén don
nghi ban nhan nhu thé khong h&? Ban nhan c6 tin twéng khong c6 than linh khong?

Khong, ré rang khong, khong hé tin twdng ti nao!

Meletus, nguyén don la nguoi khong sao tin n01 ngay ca voi ban than. Theo ban nhan, thwa quy
vi boi tham ngudi nay c6 vé rat w ich ky, hét strc xac xuwoc, cdo budc ban nhan chi vi ham cong
kich bira ba1 wa liéu Iinh hung hang, thich kénh kiéu phach 16i. Nhw nguoi thir nghiém thong
minh d01 v6i ban nhan [27a] dwong sy ddt cau dé xem c6 hleu khong: Socrates khon ngoan vo
cung c6 nhan ra nham dat thich thd riéng tw minh dang mau thuan véi minh, hoac minh ¢6 dat
két qua danh lira 140 ta va moi ngudi tham du phién toa hay khong? Vi dlro'ng swdudi mit ban
nhan t6 ra mau thuin véi chinh dwong su trong 161 cao budc lam nhw duwong sw noi: Socrates
c6 toi do khong tin tudng than linh, song tin twdng than linh. N6i vay rd rang chi 1a dua gién,
khéng nghiém tuc ti nao!



Bai thé, thua cong dan Athens, xin quy vi xem xét cung ban nhan chiéu huongly luan dan dat
ban nhan dén két luan vira ké. Va Meletus, hay san sang tra 1061 moi ngwoi qua cau ho6i ban nhan
dua ra. Con quy vi bo6i thdm, nhw ban nhan yéu cau tir dau, [b] xin dung lam 6n néu ban nhan
bién glal theo cung cach quen thugc. Meletus, c6 nguoi nao & doi tin tu'crng hoat dOng ctia con
nguoi hién hiru, nhung khéng tin twong con ngwoi hién hitu khong? Xin quy vi dé dwong sw tra
101, rat mong tat ca dirng ti€p tuc lam 6n chong dm Co nguoi nao khong tin twdng ngua, nhlrng
tin tucng hoat dong ctia ngwa khong? Hay cé ngudi nao khong tin tu*crng nhac si, trai lai tin
twong hoat dong cua am nhac khong? Khong, khong c6, quy nhan kha 4i. Néu khong muon tra
101, ban nhan sé tra loi gitm quy nhdn va ca quy vi h1en dién & day. Nhung du sao cling tra 1o
cau hoi tlep theo. C6 ai tin twong c6 hoat dong siéu nhién hién hitu, [c] song khong tin twdng
thwc thé siéu nhién hién hitu khong?

Khong.

Cam on da tra 101, di mién cwdong, do boi thAm doan thic ep! Nguyén don co khang dinh ban
nhan tin twong va chi bao ngwoi khac tin twong hoat dong siéu nhién khéng, bat luan do 1a moi
hay cii, song sw that van la ban nhan tin tu'(rng hoat dong siéu nhién theo phat biéu clia nguyén
don, va nguyén don 1 cling trang trong tuyén thé trong loi cung khai. Nhung néu ban nhan tin
twdng hoat dong si€u nhién, nhu vay tat nhién ban nhan cling tin twéng thuc thé siéu nhién. C6
phai thé khong" Di nhién, phai. Ban nhan tham hiéu nguyén don dong y vi khong tra 1. Ngo
boi c6 tin twdng [d] thuc thé siéu nhién la than linh hodc con cai than linh khong? Nguyén don
c6 tin twdng nhur thé khong?

Puong nhién.

Néu ban nhan tin twong hoat dong cua siéu nhién, nhw nguyén don thira nhan, néu trai lai thuc
thé siéu nhién 1a than linh theo bat ké nghia nao, d6 Ia diéu ban nhan mudén néi quy nhan dang
do vui va dua gion khi bao trudce tién ban nhan khong tin tudng, tlep theo lai bdo ban nhan tin
tuong than linh, vi ban nhén tin tuong thuc thé siéu nhién. Neu trai lai thuc thé siéunhiénla
con cai thin llnh con roi con vai cia than linh véi nit than song nui hay ba me nao dé, nhu
ngwoi ta néi va ai cling biét, vay con nguwoi trén céi doi c6 sé tin tuong con cai than hnh chr
khong tin twdng than linh khong? [e] Xem ra phi ly va nuc cuoi hét strc tin twdng la la con ctia
ngua hodc lira ma khéng tin twdng ngua va lra hien hitu, ton tai trén cdi doi. Meletus, dang 18
nguyeén ¢ don phai cung khai nhw thé, mot 1a dé tric nghlem ngo boi, hai la dé budc toi ban nhan,
vi nguyén don loay hoay khong tim ra sai pham chan thuwc. Xem ra cling khong co cach nao
nguyén don c6 thé thuyet phuc bat ky ai song ¢ doi du thong minh kém céi dén dau tin tuong
thuc thé siéu nhién va than linh ton tai, r6i lai [28a] khong tin twdng thwce thé siéu nhién va
than linh hién hitu, va nguoc lai.

[Doi tich cit van két thic]

Do vay, thua quy vi b6i thdm, ban nhan nghi chang can kéo dai bién giai thém nira dé chirng
minh ban nhan vé tdi d8i v&i cdo budc ciia Meletus, trinh bay nhu thé dd roi. Tuy nhién, nhw
ban nhan phat biéu trwoc ddy, quy vi thira hiéu dé la sw that, vi thé ban nhin tr¢ thanh d01
tuong dé nhiéu ngudi thu ghét ghé gém; sw thé sé dan téi chd ban nhan bi két an, néu co xdy ra
két an, khong phai do Meletus hay Anytus, ma do vu cdo va do ky cua da SO nguoi doi. Ho cing
1a tai wong gay bat hanh d01 voi nhleu nguoi vo toi, ban nhan tham nghi ho sé t1ep tuc 1am thé;
[b] xem ra khong c6 vé gi 1a ho sé nging 601 véi ban nhan. C6 18 c6 nguoi sé noi: Vay, Socrates,
bi cdo c6 cam thay an han vi theo duong xu suw dan téi nguy hiém la mit mang khong? Ban
nhan sé thang thin tra 1o nguoi do: Quy nhan oi, quy nhan Iam réi, néu nghi truéc vién canh
séng chét & doi con nguoi co gia tri nao do, du nhé bé dén dau, khi dlnh hanh dong, phai bo
thoi gian can nhac mai lo n0i so. Thay vi the trai lai, bat ké khi ndo hanh dong con nguoi chi co
mot diéu phai suy ngam dy la hanh dong pha1 hay trai, hanh dong nhw nguwoi ti té hay hanh
dong nhu ké xau xa. Theo nhan dinh clia quy nhan, [c] cac anh hung hy sinh tinh mang ¢ thanh
Troa sé& 1a sinh vat dang thwong, dic biét con trai Thetis coi nhe hiém nguy so v&i 6 nhuc. Khi



anh hung dé t6 ra ham hé muon giét Hektor, than mau nir than nhé nhe thét 1o, néu ban nhan
nhé& khong sai, dai khai thé nay: Con o1, néu bao thu cai chét cla Patroklos ban chi thiét ma
giét Hektor, con cling sé chét, vi sau Hektor s6 phan san sang cho con. Nghe 11 canh bao nhuw
thé anh huing d6 té y khong ban tam vé cai chét hodc hiém nguy, song ratlo s¢ phai s6ng hen
nhat khong tra thu cho ban dong doi, [d] anh hung dé tiép loi: Con muon chét titc thi, con
muon chét sau khi trirng tri ké lam dleu sai trai, con khong mudn song ¢ day lam tro cuoi cho
thién ha bén day thuyen mii cong va la ganh nang trén tran gian. Quy hitu c6 nghi anh htuing dé
ban tAm vé chét va nguy hiém khong?

Thwa b6i tham doan, sy that doi véi van dé la vay. BAt ké dirng cho nao trong hang quan, vi ty
chon tin twdng tot dep hon hét, hay theo 1énh cap trén, ban nhan nghi ngwoi d6 bat budc phai
dirng d6, truec dién hiém nguy, khon quan tam toi chuyen gi, ngay ca chuyén chet S0 V@i
chuyén nhuc Bm thé, thwa quy vi, ban nhin suyt nira xt sw ky la hét strc, néu [e] & Potidaea,
Amphipolis, roi Delium khi chi huy quy vi bau chon dé chi huy ra lénh dirng canh, ding cho chi
huy chi dinh, ban nhén c6 thé chét bat ky liic nao ner moi nguoi, nhwng trai lai khi than linh
chi dinh phan su, lam nhu ban nhan da tw thi va gia dinh, song cudc doi triét nhan, nghia la xét
minh, xét nguoi, luc do6 cam thay so chét hay bat ké chuyen gl ban nhan r&i bd chd dirng. [29a]
X& s nhw vay qua thuc ky la, boi the xem ra httu ly c6 nguoi dwa ban nhan ra toa vi khong tin
twdng than linh, khong nghe 1o s&m ngi, do da s¢ chétlai con nghi hiéu biét trong khi ban
nhan khong hiéu biét. Bdi, thua quy vi, so chét thuc ra khong la gi ma chi la nghi minh kh6n
ngoan trong khi minh khong khon ngoan; nghi minh hiéu biét, song thirc ra minh khong hiéu
biét. Khong ai biét c6 phai chétla diéu may man doi véi con nguoi hay khong, song con nguoi
so chét lam nhw con nguoi biét chac chét [a diéu bat hanh nhat doi. [b] Nghi minh biét ma thuc
ra minh khong biét, nghi vay duwong nhién la ngu doét, ngu dot dang trach ho'n hét. Thwa quy vi,
vé mat nay va diém nay, c6 € ban nhan khac han nhiéu ngudi; néu ban nhin khang dinh ban
nhan hiéu b1et hon ngudi nao veé cai gi, khang dinh d6 1a thé ‘nay: vi khong thue sw biét sau khi
chét thi thé nao, ban nhan cling nghi ban nhan khong hiéu c6i am. Tuy nhién, ban nhan biét
lam sai trai, khong tuan 1énh cap trén, du d6 la than linh hay thé nhan, 1a t6i 151 va x4u xa. Vi thé
so v&i cai xau xa ban nhan biét la xdu xa, ban nhan sé khong bao gio sor hai hay 1an trén cai ban
nhan khong biét néu xay ra thuc swla tot dep. [c] Gia thir quy vi tha bong ban nhan bay gio,
doéng thoi bac bo cdo budc Anytus dwaramotla dirng mang ban nhan toi day, hai la mot khi da
mang ban nhan toi day, quy vi khong t thé khong XU ttr, boi duwong sy noi, néu tha bong ban
nhan, con cai quy vi sé tirc thi tap nhiém ndi dung giang day cua Socrates, tit ca thé nao ciing
sé hur hong. Gia thu* dée ngdn ngra chuyén nay quy vi néi voi ban nhan: Socrates ngo b01 khong
tin 161 Anytus, ngo boi tha tdi bi céo, song voi diéu kién duy nhat bi cao dung bo thi gio tim
hiéu sy viéc va thuc nghlem triét hoc nita. Néu bj bit qua tang 1am vay bi cdo sé& chiu tit hinh.
Vang, gla thtr, nhw ban nhan noi, [d] quy vi tha bong véi didu kién nhu thé, ban nhan sé dap:
Thwa quy vi b6i tham, xin cdm on va da ta hdo y y cung thinh tinh, song ban nhan sé cdi dau lam
theo than hnh hon la tuan theo quy vi; chwng nao con hit thé dé song, chirng nao con co thé
cam nhan ¢ doi, ban nhan sé khong ngung thuc hién triét ly, dé covo quy viva giai thich sw
that cho bat ky ai bAn nhan may man gip mat. BAn nhan sé t1ep tuc néi theo cung cach thong
thu'o'ng ctia minh: O, quy hitu chi th1et la nguoi Athens, 1a cong dan thanh quéc ndi tiéng thong
thai, cwong thinh bac nhat thé gidi, [e] quy hiru khong cam thay ho then hay sao khi bin tAm
sau sac lam thé nao s& dic cang nhiéu tién bac cang tot, dong thoi theo cung cach twong tu
lam sao cang lirng danh cang hay, song khong chu y y hoac suy ngam su that, trau doi hiéu biét,
gin gitr tam hon trong sach? Né&u cé ai trong quy vi phan bac tuyén b6 c6 quan tam dén diéu
vira ké, ban nhan sé khong dé nguoi do buoc di hoac bd mic nguoi do. Khong, ban nhan sé hoi
han, xem xét, trac nghiém nguoi do. Né&u thdy mic du da tuyén b6 nhw vy, song ngwoi do
khong c6 tién bo thue swnao vé mat dao ditc, ban nhan sé& canh cao vi loi 1a véi cai t6i wu quan
trong, [30a] chi tha th1et dén cai rat déi tam thu*ong Ban nhan sé lam nhw thé voi moi nguoi
ban nhan bat gap, gia hay tre, ngoai lai hay cong dan, song dac biét véi quy vi vi la dong bao
rudt thit. BAn nhan khang dlnh day la diéu than linh chi thi ban nhan thuc hién, va ban nhan tin
tu*ong viéc ban nhan phuc vu than linh 1a diéu t6t dep hiém c6 d6i véi thanh quoc Bé&i thuong
lui t&i chod nay chd no khong lam gi ma chi nham thuyét phuc quy vi, ca gia 1an tré, trwdc hét va



hon hét, dé y cham lo khong phai than xac, khong phai t1en cua, [b] ma tinh trang cao dep cua
tam hon. Pi téi dau thuyet phuc té¢i do ban nhan hang noi: Giau ¢6 khong mang lai dao dtkc, trai
lai dao dirc dem lai giau c6 va moi diéu t6t dep, cho ca ca nhén 1an thanh quoc. Né&u néi qua 101
rao giang nhuw thé ma ban nhan hd héa thanh nién, nhw vay 1o rao glang han 1a d6c hai. Trai lai,
néu bdo 1oi rao gidng khong phai thé ma nham muc dich khéc, nguoi noi noi chuyén vé ly. B&i
thé, thua quy vi boi thdm, ban nhan khang dinh: Khi quyet Chnh quy vi nghe loi Anytus hodc
khong, quy vi tha toi ban nhan hay khong, diéu dé tuy y quy vi, song xin quy vi hiéu cho ban
nhan sé khong thay ddi quyét dinh ctia minh, [c] du phai chét trdm 1an hay nghin Ian.

Xin dirng 6 6n ao thay vi thé lJam theo ban nhin yéu cau, dung la hét thay vi the lang nghe dleu
ban nhan néi. B&i, ban nhan nghi, lang nghe quy vi s€ c6 loi. Ban nhan sap noi diéu c6 1& quy vi
sé dung dung phan doi. Prng lam vay du sao ciing kiém ché ban than. Vi xin nhé néu giét loai
ngu'(rl ban nhan ndi ban nhan la, quy vi sé khong ham hai ban nhadn ma quy vi ham hai chinh
quy vi. Meletus hodc Anytus déu khong thé ham hai ban nhan theo bat ky cach nao, duong su
cling khong c6 kha ning, vi bdn nhan nght ludt tao héa khong cho phép nguoi x4u xa ham hai
nguoi ti té. [d] Tuy nhién, dwong sy c6 thé glet chét, tim cach tong co lwu vong hoadc tuéc
quyén cong dan cuia ban nhan du'(rng swva ca nguoi khac nira c6 1€ nghido 1a ham hai to 16n,
ban nhan nght khong phai vay. Ban nhan nghi lam cai nhw dang lam, tim cach tuw hinh nguwoi vo
toi mot cach bat cong, dwong su lam hai ban than gap boi. Vi thé, thua quy vi, thay vi bién ho
ban than, nhw c6 nguoi sé nght, ban nhan thuc s bién ho quy vingo hau ctru vot quy vi khoi
st dung sai lam tang pham clia tao h6a ma bd phiéu két tdi ban nhan. Néu [e] xt ttt ban nhan,
quy vi sé khong dé gi tim thay nguoi cung loai thay thé, ngudi ké ra cling ding (du nghe c6 veé
khoi hai) than linh da ddc biét chi dinh toi thanh quéc, lam nhu do6 1a ngua noi tot giong vi kich
thwéc ngoai kho nén c6 vé 1& pho can rudi trau chich d6t méi thitc tinh. BAn nhan thay hinh
nhu than linh da rang budc ban nhan véi thanh quoc dé thyce hién nhiém vu rudi trau vira ké;
suot ngay ban nhan khong ngung dau noi nay, bam cho no, bay to1i khap noi [31a] khich 1€,
thuyét phuc, canh cao moi nguoi. Thua, quy vi sé khong da gi tim thay ngudi nhw ban nhan.
Vang, néu lam theo 101 deé nghi, quy vi sé tha mang ban nhan. Tuy nhién, ban nhan nghi c6 1&
quy vi s€ buc boi nhuw nguoi budn ngu bi danh thirc, néu lam theo y kién Anytus ma phat manbh,
quy vi sé két liéu doi ban nhan dé dang; sau dé quy vilai tiép tuc ngon gidc dén hét cudc doi,
trir phi do 10ng wu ai quy vi, than linh phai ngudi nao dé dén thay thé ban nhan.

Néu nghi ngo ban nhan co thyec 1a loai nguoi than linh phai toi thanh quoc nhuw tang pham,
muon Khuat phuct tré ngai, quy vi co thé nhin su thé thé nay. [b] Thir hoi c6 tw nhién khong khi
ban nhan chénh mang céng viéc riéng tw, chiu du*ng é ché dé gia dinh roi vao canh bo vo nhiéu
nam rong ra trong khi bo thoi gian ban biu vi quy vi, ra di nhw nguoi cha hay ngwoi anh gap go
ting nguot, thic day quy vi quan tam t¢i dao dirc? N&u ban nhan tim thay niém vui trong viéc
lam, néu ¥ kién ban nhan dwa ra dwoc dén dap tra cong, sw thé xem ra hop ly phan nao. Nhung
sy that cho thay quy vi co thé tw minh nhin ra mic du tro trén, trang trao cao budc ban nhan
du thir toi, song co diéu nguoi cao budc khong dam madt dan may day dwara chwng cd [c] Ay la
ban nhan yéu sach, doi héi hoc phi. Trai lai, chirng c& ban nhan cé thé tring néu, ban nhan nghi
rat thuyét phuc, dé chitng minh su that vé didu phat biéu la ban nhan nghéo khé tham thuong.

Xem ra co vé ky la ban nhén ct di quanh quan khuyén nhu nhuw thé, ban biuvéi cong viéc cua
nguoi, thé nhtrng khong bao gio dam ra trude cong chiing chuyén tro va gop y ki€n véi quy vi
trong Hoi dong vé cong viéc thanh quéc. Ly do vi sao nhw vdy la diéu quy vi thwong nghe ban
nhan phat biéu trwéc day nhiéu Ian, nhiéu dip khac nhau. Ban nhan tin theo ky hiéu thiéng
liéng, trdi nghiém siéu nhién,[d] d6 la diéu Meletus ché nhao trong cao trang. Trai  nghiém bat
dau Iic ban nhan con tho du. Nghe nhu giong noi vang vang bén tai, khi toi gan tiéng noi ludn
lu6n khuyén can ban nhan dung lam cai ban nhan dinh lam, song khong bao gi¢ thoi thuc ban
nhan tlep tuc. Tiéng néi da ngan can ban nhan buéc vao der song cong cong, va theo thién kién
ké ra ciing la didu may man hét sirc, vi thua, quy vi thira hiéu, néu truoc day lau lam xam minh
di vao chinh tri, bAn nhan da mat mang tu lau, khong lam dwoc gi tot dep cho quy vi hodc ban
than. Xin ding bt binh khi ban nhan noi sw that [e] B&i khong ai trén c6i doi co thé bao vé
tinh mang néu thuc s chdng d6i quy vi hodc ddm déng quan chiing va ngin can biét bao su



viéc bat cong, phi ly xay ra trong thanh quoc Trai lai, néu ai thuc sw bénh vyc 1€ phai, [32a]
muon bado vé sinh mang, du chi thoi gian ngan ngui, dlro'ng nhién can séng cudc doi riéng tu
hon la cudc doi cong cong.

Phan minh ban nhan sdn sang trung néu chirng co o6 rét vé diéu nay de quy vi tuong, khong
phai 101 noi, thir quy vi dé cao, mala viéclam. Xin lang nghe chuyén xay ra voi ban nhan, quy vi
sé thiy vi 1& phai ban nhan sé khong nhwong bo bat ké nguoi nao chi vise chét, du sé mat
mang do tir choi khong nhuong bo. Piéu ban nhan sé& néi quy vi hay 1a chuyén nhat nhéo, dinh
dap huong vi toa an, thuong nghe & noi phap dinh, song chan thuec. [b] Thua quy vi, ban nhan
chua hé nam chirc vu nao trong thanh phé trir mét 1an dwoc bau lam héi vién Hoi dong Thanh
quéc. Chuyén xay ra la toc doan ban nhan, tdc doan Antiochis, ltc d6 chu tri nguyen ldo uy

hoi khi quy vi muon xw toi tap thé mwoi vi twdng khong ctru vot thuy thu trong tran hai chién.
Viéc 1am trai luat, nhw quy vi déu nhan ra sau d6. Ban nhan Ia héi vién duy nhat trong hoi doéng
chd tri phan, d6i viéc lam trai luat, vi thé ban nhan bé phleu chéng lai dé nghi. Dien gia thay
nhau to ra san sang truy £6 va bat giam ban nhan, quy vi la hét om som, am i khuyén khich,
nhao nhao ung ho, ban nhan tham nghi theo nhiém vu ban nhan dirng Ve phia luat phap va
cong ly hon 1a nga theo phe vao hua voi quy vi du phal chap nhan moi rdi ro, moi hy sinh, vi s¢
tu day hay mat mang [c] khi quy vi lao dau vao viéc lam b4t chinh.

Su thé xay ra khi thanh quoc con la ché d6 dan chu. Khi ché d6 qua dau thlet lap, nhém Ba
Muoi triéu tip ban nhan cung bon nguoi nita dén Nha Tron ha lénh tt ca téi Salamis vao tan
nha bat Leon dem vé xt tit. Ho ra nhiéu 1énh nhw thé cho nhiéu ngwdi thwe hién nhim day
cang nhiéu nguoi lién luy toi toi c cang tot. [d] Dip nay ban nhan lai chirng té  khong bang 1oi
néi ma bang viéc 1am, néu noéi thé khong cé vé gi 1a thd thlen tam thwong, chét 1a diéu ban
nhan it quan tam, song diéu ban nhan quan tam hon hét & doi dy la khong lam gi bat chinh
hoac bat cong. Chinh quyen do6, mac du bé thé, khong thé de doa ban nhan lam diéu sai trai. Khi
roi Nha Tron, bon nguoi toi Salamis bit Leon, badn nhan vé nha. Vi chuyén nay ban nhan c6 thé
mat mang néu chinh quyén khong sup do sau doé it 1au. [e] C6 nhiéu ngwdi chirng kién sé xac
dinh sw Kkién vira ké.

Quy vi c6 nghi ban nhan sé song nhiéu nim dén thé néu budc vao moi trwong chinh tri, XU Su
trong moi treong nhw ngudi kha kinh, luén luén bénh vyc 1€ phai, cwong quyet dé cao muc
dich nhu dwong nhién trén hét moi didu khong? Thua, cong dan Athens, trén coi doi khong co
ai ngoai ban nhan séng lau nhw thé. Nhung néu ban nhan tham dw cong viéc cong dong, quy vi
sé thay hét nhu ban nhan miéu ta, [33a] cong viéc riéng tw cliing vay. Ban nhan chua bao gio
khuyén kh1ch chip nhin hanh dong trai lé phai d01 véi bat ké nguoi nao, ké ca s6 nguoiacy
nhan la mén sinh. Ban nhan chua hé 1a thay gido cua ai. Tuy | thé néu nguwoi nao, gia hay tré,
muodn nghe khi badn nhan néi chuyénva thé hién sir mang riéng tw, ban nhan khong bao gior dé
nguoi do that vong. N6i chuyén voi ngudoi do ban nhan khong tinh tién, va ban nhan khong tiwr
choi noi chuyén néu khong co tién; ban nhan san sang héi ca nguoi giau lan nguoi ngheo, [b]
néu nguoinao mudn lang nghe va tra 161 cau hoi ban nhan dua ra. N€u nguwoi nao trong so tré
thanh cong dan tot hodc cong dan xau, néi cho  cong binh, ban nhan khong phai chiu trach
nhiém, vi ban nhan chuwa bao gio hira day ho cai gi, va ban nhan cting khong hé dé xuit gido
duc nhu thé. Neu nguoi nao khing dinh da hoc ban nhan giang day cai gi hodc da nghe riéng tw
bat ké diéu gi, nguoi khac khong nghe thdy, quy vi ctt tin di nguoi do khong noi sy that. Nhung
tai sao c6 ngwdi thich bo nhiéu thi gio dén thé chuyén tro véi ban nhan? Quy vi da nghe 1y do,
thwa boi tham doan, ban nhan da noi toan bo sw that.[c] S& di vay dy la chi vi ho khodi nghe
ban nhin chat vin nguoi twong minh hiéu biét, nhung khong phai. Cam giac hién dién khong
chan chut nao ma rat u tha vi. Nhuw da noi, nhlem vu d6 ban nhan chdp nhan, 1am theo 1oi day
than linh truyen gu'l trong sam ngt, glac mo1 hay cung cach biéu hién thiéng liéng chi dinh
con nguwdi lam cai gi. Thuwa quy vi, diéu nay nghiém dtng va cé thé chirng minh dé dang.

Néu [d] ban nhan ht h6a dam thanh nién nay va dd hu héa dam thanh nién kia, chac han c6
nguoi trong bon da truong thanh, biét rd sw thé ban nhan khuyén nh sai trai khl con treé dai,
bay gi®r c6 thé ra diy cdo budc ban nhan va tra thi ban than. Néu ho khong mudén lam vay,



nguoi than ke thudc nhw cha, anh hay ba con, ho hang, lac nay nh¢ lai sy thé, tat ca co thé lam
thay, néu mau mu di bi ban nhan lam hai. T4t nhién nhiéu nguoi trong dam da tim dwong mo
tdi phién toa, ban nhan nom thay truéc hét Crito cung tuoi, cung qué, [e] bo Critobulos hién
dién dang kla ti€p dén Lysanias viing Sphettus, b6 Aeschines c6 madt day nay; xa hon mot chut
Antlphon vung Cephisia kia kia, b6 Epigenes; ngoai ra con nhiéu ngwdi niva anh em thlro'ng
gap g& ban nhan; Nicostratus con Theozotides anh Theodotus, nhung Theodotus chét roi nén
chang thé anh hu'(rng dén em; Paralios d6 con Demodocus, [34a] anh la Theages; Adeimantus
con Ariston anh Plato dang kla va Aiantodorus em Apollodorus phia nay.

Ban nhén c6 thé ké nhiéu nguoi nira, c6 nguoi chac chan Meletus phai dwa vao cao trang lam
nhan ching khi budc toi. Neu du’crng sw quén lam vay, bay gio dé dwong swlam, bdn nhan sé
san sang nhuong chd dé dwong su trung néu dan chirng. Thua boi thaAm doan, quy vi sé& thay
hoan toan nguorc lai. SO nguoi nay dinh tam toi dé v ung ho ban nhan, ngudi da lam hw, lam hai
than nhan gan gi, ‘than thiét ctia ho [b] nhuw Meletus va Anytus c4o budc. Bay gio nguoi bi hiam
hai sé co ly do dé tro gitip ban nhan, nhung nguoi khéng bi ham hai, than nhan ho tudi da gia
]am sao ¢4 ly do bénh virc ban nhan trir 1y do ding din va chinh dang, dy la ho biét Meletus doi
tra khai man, ban nhan cung khai sy that.

Vang, dung vay, thua boi tham doan. Dleu dovacolé dleu khac nira ciing twong tw la diéu ban
nhan phai noi trong bién giai. C6 1€ c6 ngwoi trong quy vi sé phan no, [c] nh¢ lai chinh vi dé
xuat hién trong phién xt, cao trang khong may nguy hiém nhw phlen ndy, khéc l6c van xin,
nuwéc mat gian giua nan ni b6i thdm doan cho phép mang con cdi, ban be, than nhan to1 toa dé
dwoc thuong hai cang | nhiéu cang quy, ban nhan trai lai khong lam nhuw vdy, mdc du duong nhw
truc dién hieém nguy gap boi va khon luong. Nghi toi diéu nay [d] vi d6 s€ cam thay cam gidn
ban nhan, buc tirc vi chuyen vira k€, , gian dit khi b6 phiéu. Néu c6 vi nao nhu thé trong quy vi,
ban nhan hy vong khong c6, song néu cg, ban nhan tham nht xem ra cling lich sw c6 thé néi dé
tra loi: Thua quy nhan, du*crng nhién ban nhan cling c6 than nhan, ban nhan 1a ngudi nhuw bao
nguoi khac, sinh vat bang Xwong bang thit, va nhw Homer noi, ban nhan khong ra doi ‘tir cay
s0i hay tdng d4’ ma tir con nguoi. Bdi thé ban nhan c6 gia dlnh thwc ra la ba con trai, thwa boi
thim doan, mot dra da 1on, hai dira con nhé. Dau thé ban nhan sé khong mang chung dén day
dé van xin quy vi bo phiéu tha tdi. Tai sao ban nhin khong lam diéu nao nhw vira ké? Xin thua,
khong phai vi cao ngao, [e] cling khong phai vi thiéu 1& do d6i véi quy vi. BAn nhan cé can dam
hay khong khi truc dién cai chétla chuyén khac! Nhung, nghi t&i danh dw ban than, danh dw
quy vi, danh dw thanh quoc badn nhin thay khong thé xur suw tuwong tu. Nguoi toi tudi ban nhan,
co tiéng la hiéu b1et chang nén ha minh ban re pham gia. Ngh1 thé khong hiéu ding hay sai,
song ngwoi doi cit bao vé mat nao do6 Socrates hon han da s6 nhan loai. [35a] Néu c6 ai trong
quy vi nght hon han, du la klen thirc, nghj luc hay bat ké pham chit nao khién vi dé nhw the ma
thay x sw nhu vy, sw thé qua thucla diéu nhuc nha. Vay ma ban nhan thlrcrng thiy ho xr sw
twong tuw khi ding trueéc toa, s6 nguoi nghi minh thé ' nay thé no, lam diéu kinh thién dong dia
lam nhw ho nghi chét 1 didu kinh tom, lam nhuw ho sé bat ti néu quy vi khong xtr ta! Ban nhan
nght s6 ngwoi nay dem 6 nhuc cho thanh quoc [b] Nguoi xa la ciing cho rang ngwoi Athens noi
troi vé dao ditc ho lwa chon d& dam nhiém cong vy, don nhan danh dw, ndm quyén diéu khién
khong hon gi dan'ba con gai. Quy vi khéng nén Xt sy nhu vay, thua bdi tham doan, nhitng vi da
noi tiéng Iimg danh; néu ngo b b6i lam nhu thé, quy vi dung cho phép. Thay vi thé quy vi phai
minh dinh r rang quy vi s€ san sang bo phleu két toi nguwoi bieu dién man kich tham thwong
tai toa, vi nhu vay la bién thanh qudc thanh trd cudi, honlalén an nguoi gitk im lang. Ngoai
chuyen tiéng tam, thwa quy vi, ban nhan thay van vai boi thAm, nan ni tha tdi ciing dwong nhw
khong phai chut nao. [c] Thay Vi the giai thich bang sw kién, thuyet phuc bang ly luan. B&i muc
dich ctda b6i thAm khong phal ngoi dé ban phat cong Iy nhw an hué, ma dé phan xét diéu that 1é
phai. BoOi thim khong tuyén thé dé ban 4n phat hué cho batky ai cé vé hop nhan voi boi tham,
ma dé xét doan, phan quyet cong ly theo ding luat phap. Vi thé ngé béi sé khong dé quy vi
quen thoi boi thé, quy vi cling khong nén tap nhiém thoi quen dé. Lam vay ca ngo b01 lan quy
vi déu mac toi bit kinh. Thwa bdi thAm doan, xin quy vi dwng twdng ban nhan sé xi sy theo
cung cach [d] ban nhan coi la Khong xirng dang, khong chinh truec, khong ngay thang, nhatlava
dac biét 13, lay Chua té€, ban nhan dang bi Meletus cio budc tai day vi téi bang bo, ta dao. R6



rang néu tim cach thuyet phuc quy vi, neu van xin, lay luc, thic day quy vi vi pham 101 thé
nham chirc, nhw vay 1a ban nhan rao gidng dé quy vi khong tin twong co than linh, va khi bién
ho6 nhu thé ban nhan budc t6i chinh minh khong cong nhan c6 than linh. Thwa quy vi, sw that
khong phai vay. Ban nhan tin twdng c6 than linh, nguoi cdo budc trai lai. Ban nhan dé quy viva
than linh nhin dinh, phan xét theo cung cach thich hop hon hét d6i véi ban nhan va quy vi.

[BOi thim b phiéu, da s6 xac dinh Socrates c6 toi. Meletus dé nghi tir hinh. Pwa ra dé nghi
phan bac Socrates lai néi.]

Thua quy vi, co nhiéu ly do quan trong [e] tai sao ban nhan khong phan nd ddi véi nhitng gi
x4y ra va cudc bd phiéu két toi, song 1y do chinh yéu la két qua khong pha1 khong mong doi.
[36a] Piéu khién ban nhan ngac nhién hon hét dy 1a s phiéu moi bén. Ban nhan khong hé tin
SO phleu quyet dinh khit khao dén thé. Nhung bay gio su thé cho thay, ding vdy, néu cach biét
chi c6 ba mwoi phleu ban nhan s€ vo toi. Du vay ban nhan van cam thay ban nhan vo tbi doi
v61i cao budc cua Meletus. Khong nhu’ng thé ma ré rang la néu Anytus va Lycon khéng t1ep tay
l1én tleng cao budc, dwong sy s€ phai ndp phat mot nghin drachma [b] vi khong hdi du mot
phan nam so phleu

Dau thé ngd bdi phai nhin thing sw that. Duong sw dé nghi tir hinh cho xing dang voi toi trang.
Thé ciling dwgc khong sao. Thuwa quy vi, dé phan bac, badn nhan sé& dé nghi thay thé thé nao?
buong nhién phai la trirng phat xtng dang Vay thé nao? Toi trang xtng dang phai ganh chiu
hoac dén tra vi nhirng gi da lam? Ban nhan chwa hé song cudc doi roi rai. Ban nhan coi thwcrng
nhitng gi 4m anh da so6 nguoi doi: cua cai lam giau, mai nha ém am, dia vi dan chinh, quan sy
cao sang, dién gia cdng cong, chirc vu xa hoi, bo nhiém chinh tri, h01 kin, t& chitc dang phai
hién hiru nhan nhan khap thanh quoc Ban nhan nghi ban nhan qua w nghlem tdc vé nguyén tic
dé séng chir khong chét néu vuong mac vao chuyén nhu thé. [c] Vi vy ban nhan khong theo
duwong sé khién ban nhan tré thanh vo dung doi voi quy vi hodc ban than, song theo duong sé
dan toi tng nguoi trong quy vi mot cach riéng tw, dien giai cho vido hay diéu ban nhan noi
ichlgi v6 cung, nhuw ban nhan khang dinh, ban nhan c6 gang thuyet phuc ting vi ding quan
tAm dén loi ich thuec tién, clia cai ca nhan, ma quan tam toi 16 song tam linh cao c3, gin gitr ban
than cang dao dirc cang cao quy, cang tinh tuong cang can thiét, dirng quan tam toi cua cai cua
thanh ph6, ma quan tim t&i ban than thanh pho, va quan tam to1 sw viéc khac theo duwong
twong tw. [d] Vay ban nhan xtng dang don nhan cai gi vi 1a nguoi nhlr thé? Cai tot dep, thua
quy vi, néu duwoc phép dé nghi, cai ban nhan thuc su xtng dang, va hon thé, cai thich hop doi
véi ban nhan. Vay céi thich hop v6oi an nhan ngheo khé can ranh rang dé cé xuy quy vi vé luan
ly, dao dirc la gi? Khong co gi thich hop déi véoi nguoi nhuw thé, thwa quy vi, cho bang dwoc an &
mien phi trong biét dién nguyén lao nghi hoi. Nguoi do xung dang dwoc hlrong cai thich hop
gap boi luc si tranh tai dai hoi thé thao Olymplc du doat giai co xe mot ngura, hai ngua hay bon
ngua. Quan quan dai hdi thé thao toan qudc [e] khién quy vi nghi quy vi c6 vé thanh cong,
trong khi ban nhan dua quy vi t&i bén bo thuc tai. Quan quan thé duc khong can boi _dudng,
nhung ban nhin can. B&i thé néu pha1 dwa ra dé nghi cong bing d6i vo1 hinh phat xting dang
don nhan, [37a] ban nhan dé nghi an & miéen phi trong biét dién nguyén lao nghi hoi.

Khi noi thé c6 1& quy vi s&€ nghi mudn tao &n twgng hau nhu twong tw khi dwa ra nhan xét kéu
goi cam tinh, x4t thlrcrng, ban nhan to vé cao ngao. Nhung, thua quy vi, sw that khong phai vay,
ma sy that thé nay. BAn nhan vitng tin ban nhan khong hé cd y1am hai ai trén c6i doi, song ban
nhan khong the thuyet phuc quy vi lam chuyén do, vi ng6 boi chi m&i chuyén tro trong thoi
gian ngan ngui. Ban nhan nghi néu luat & day cling nhw & noi khac, [b] trwong hop tlr hinh
khong phan quyét bat ky ai chi m6t ma nhleu ngay, néu 4p dung twong tu, quy vi sé lam theo.
Trai lai, trueomg hop hién tai khong dé gl giai quyét cao budc hé trong trong thoi gian ngan
ngui. Vi virng tin khong lam hai bat ky ai, ban nhan nhat dinh khong lam hai chinh minh bang
cach khang dinh ban nhan xtrmg dang ganh chiu cai toi té, hoic dé nghi hinh phat twong xtng.
Tai sao phai thé? Vi s¢ phai ganh chiu hinh phat Meletus de ngh1 ban nhan néi ban nhan
khong biét dinh gia nhu thé [a t6t hay xau? Vay quy vi c6 muon, thay vi chap nhan dé pghi, ban
nhan nén chon cai ban nhan biét chic Ia xau xa bing dé nghi phan lai hay khong? [c] O'tu? Tai



sao ban nhan phai song trong nha tu, ludén ludnla déi tuong cho yién chirc hién dién luan phién
do luat phap chi dinh ¢ do6 cai quan, nhom ngd, nhém Muoi Mot Ong? Phat tién, & tu dén khi
nop tra xong xuoi? Nhung cai do déi véi ban nhan gidng cai ban nhan dang noi luc nay, vi ban
nhan khong c6 tién ndp phat. O, hay 1a dé nghi lwu vong? Cé 1& quy vi sé chap nhan dé nghi nay
nhuw gia tri xirng dang.

Chac han yéu doi dén mirc tuyét vong ban nhan maéilam thé, thwa quy vi. Ban nhan khong dén
ndi mu 10a, 1t 1An khong thé nhan ra quy vi, cong dan dong bao rudt thit, da téi doan cudi con
dwong kién nhin qua chuyén tro, ban luan, [d] quy vi thay ca hai déu nhat nhéo, chan ngit, nén
bay gio tim cach dit diém tron ven. Liéu nguoi khac c6 sé thdy hai viéc dé dang thurc hién hay
khong? Xem ra hau nhw khong han thwa quy vi. Cudc doi vui | swong ban nhan sé s6ng néu &
tudi nay roi bé qué hwong xt so lwu vong, sau do kéo 1é chudi ngay con lai bam thanh pho nay,
viu thanh pho no, cudi cung Ian nao ciing bi tong khtt, xua dudi! Ban nhan blet rat ro bat ké téi
dau thanh nién cling sé lang nghe ban nhan chuyén tro y nhu ho danglam ¢ day. Néu ban nhin
tim cach khong dé lai gan, ho sé yéu cau nguoi lén xua duoi. [e ] Trai lai, néu ban nhan dé mac,
than phu va thin nhan ho sé& xua dudi ban nhan, vi mudn bao vé dam tré.

Co 1€ c6 nguoi sé noi: Nhung Socrates, sau khi roi bo ngd boi di lwu vong, lao nhdn co song im
lang, khong chuyén tro, khong ban 1uan doan doi con lai ma cham lo cong viéc ciia minh
khong? Tra loi diem nay kho khan vo ) cung [am thé nao thuyet phuc vai nguoi trong quy vi thau
hiéu sy thé. Néu ban nhan dap lam vay la khong nghe loi than linh, va d6 Ia ly do vi sao ban
nhan khong thé im ling, khong thé cham lo congviéc clia minh, [38a] quy vi sé€ khong tin vi
nghi ban nhan thirc hién thoi I bong gié mia mai. Néu trai lai ban nhan néi dé ngay thang troi
qua khong ban luan dao dtc, khong tim hiéu dé tai quy vi nghe ban nhan chuyén tro, nghiém
xét ca ban than 14n tha nhan Ia tuyet doi khong nén, cuoc doi khong nghiém xeétla cudc doi
khong dang song doi véi con nguoi, quy vi van sé khong tin. Nhung diéu ban nhan néi la sw
that, thua quy vi, song thuyet phuc quy vi khong dé chut nao. Hon thé, ban nhan khong hé nghi
ban nhan xung dang doi xuwr toi té, xau xa. [b] Néu co tién ban nhan sé dé nghi hinh phat ban
nhan c6 thé dén tra, vi lam vy ban nhan sé khong bi hdm hai. Nhung s that 1a khong c6 tién
ban nhan khong the trir phi di nhién quy vi san long an dinh tién phat ban nhan co thé nop tra,
xem nao, c6 18 mot mina tién bac. Vay ban nhan dé nghi nhw thé. [trong hang ctr toa c6 tiéng
noi] Khoan thwa quy vi, Plato hién dién & day, Crito, Critobulus, Apollodorus nira, tat ca yéu
cau ban nhan dé nghi ba mwoi mina ho dung ra bao dam. Hay lam. Vay ban nhan de nghi nhw
thé, quy vi yén chi, ho bdo ddm moén tién day du.

[B6i thAm doan két tdi tir hinh; Socrates bién ho 1an cudi |

Do khong nan cho chuat xiu, thwa cong dan Athens, [c] nén quy vi s€ don nhan, bén canh so
nguoi nham nhe lam dung thanh quoc, 6 danh va trach nhiém da dung 1a phleu quyet dinh xtr
tw Socrates, nguoinoi tiéng hiéu biét! Vi dinh tam si va, béu réu quy vi, s6 nguoi do sé noi ban
nhan 1a ngwoi thong thai mdc du ban nhan khong phai thé. N&u nan chd chi mot chut, va khong
can phai ndy sinh sdng klen quy Vi sé s¢& dac két qua tuong tw. Quy vi thiy qua tudi tac ban
nhan da di kha lau trong cudc doi, khong con cach cdi chét bao xa. Ban nhan néi diéu nay [d]
khong phai voi tat ca | quy vi ma voi s6 nguoi bé phleu két liéu doi ban nhan. Vi s6 bdi tham
nay ban nhan ciing c6 doi dleu mudn bay to: Co I€ quy vi nghi ban nhan bi két toi vi thiéu ly
luan thuyét phuc, va nghi néu trinh bay hoac c6 gang hét sttc khong dé moi chuyén im lang, bat
dong ban nhan c6 thé thoat khoi trirng phat Thua, sw that khong pha1 vay. Trai lai, bi tuyén bé
pham t6i khong pha1 vi thiéu lyluan mavi ban nhan khong c6 can dam, khong c6 tro trén,
khong co trang trao, khong co lieu linh noi diéu quy vi hoan hi mu6n nghe Quy vi mu6n nghe
ban nhan rénla, khoc 16¢, boc 19, xtr sw nhiéu cach, [e] bAn nhan quan niém khong xuing dang
véi ban nhan, quy vi quen nghe ngwoi khac thé hién. Ban nhan nghi nguy hiém phai tryc dién
d6i dau khong dd sttc manh khién ban nhan phai khom lung, cti géi, khiim nim lam diéu dé
tién. Ban nhan nghi ban nhan khong hoi t1ec cung cach ban nhan bién giai. Ban nhan nghi tha
chét sau khi bién giai nhu thé con hon song sau lic xr sw nhw vay. Cung nhw moi nguwoi ra toa
an hoic chién trwong ban nhan khong tim cach 14n tranh cai chét bang moi gia. [39a] Ngoai



chién treong qua thuc chang thiéu trwong hop nguoi ta tron tranh cai chét bang cach vatbo
vii khi, quay lai van xin ké truy dudi. Va xem ra cling co nhiéu cach né tranh cai chét tuy trirong
hop nguy nan néu nguoi ta dam lam, dam noi diéu gi do de khai  phai tryc dién. Tranh cai chét
khong khd, thwa quy vi, [b] tranh dé tién kho6 hon nhiéu. Vi dé tién chay nhanh hon céi chét. Vi
cham chap, gia nua ban nhan da bi ké truy dudi chay cham hon nam bat, song ké cao budc ban
nhan khon khéo, lanh le da bi dé tién chay nhanh gap boi tom co. Khi roi noi nay ra di ban nhan
bi quy vi quyét dlnh tir hinh, nhu'ng roi noinay rave ké vu cao bi sir that két tdi dé tién va bat
chinh. Ban nhan chap nhan trirng phat, ké vu cao cling vay. Puwong nhién sw thé phai vay, ban
nhan nghi két qua dung thé.

Sau Kkhi trinh bay dai dong nhuw thé, bay gio [c] ban nhan muon tién doan véi nguoi bo phiéu
két toi, vi ban nhin da t&i diém da sé con nguoi déu san sang tién doan, khi sip stra vinh biét
coi dm Thwa quy vi, ban nhan ndi voi nguoi bod phleu tw hinh, sau khi ban nhan chét, bao thu
sé xay ra tirc thi, trirng phat sé gay gat dau dén gip boi phan quyét quy vi x& tr bdn nhin. Lam
vay quy vi twong tranh khoi phai gidi thich doi minh, song ban nhan tin twong sw the hoan
toan nguoc lai. Nhiéu nguoi sé chi trich quy vi, [d] ban nhan khéng mudn noi lic nay, song quy
vi khéng nhan ra. Vi con tré tuoi ho sé khe khit va sé khién quy vi am e, han hoc boi phan
Néu hy vong c6 thé dap tat td giac dwong 16i sai trai trong cudc doi 1a giét nguoi, quy vi qua
that sai lam trong ly luan. Khong thé va khong nén 14n tron nhw thé, cach tot dep va dé dang
hon hét 1a stra soan ban than sao cho cao quy, chtr khong phai ngan chdn, bit miéng ngwoi khac
t6 gidc. D6 1a 10 cudi cung trudce khi chia tay ban nhan néi véi quy vi bé phleu két toi.

boi véi [e] cacvibd phleu tha bong, ban nhan han hanh néi doi diéu vé sw viéc vira dién ra dé
dung hoa voi két qua, trong khi vién chirc phién xt ban thi bui, ban nhan van chua 1én duong
t&i noi phai chét. [Mot s6 boi tham Sll’a soanra Ve] Thua quy vi, ban nhan dé nghi quy vi nan
lai v&i ban nhin phut choc ngan ngui; khong c6 gi ngan cAm ngob boi chuyeén tro voi nhau cang
lau cang quy. [40a] Coi quy vi nhu bang hitu, ban nhan mong mudn quy vi thau hiéu y ynghia su
viéc vira dién ra. Piéu la liing vira xay ra voi ban nhan, vang, thwa quan toa, quy vi xirng dang
danh xwng nhw thé. Ban nhan mudn twong trinh. Trudc kia biét bao lan tiéng ndi tién tri tung
quen thudc ludn ludn 1a ban dong hanh than thiét, can ngan ngay ca trong su viéc hét strc tAim
thuong, néu ban nhan dv dinh sai lam. Bita nay, trai lai, nhw quy vi thay, ban nhan gip diéu
nguoi khac co the nghi va coi la bat hanh khung khiép, song ky hiéu siéu linh khéng chong déi,
ldc rang dong roi nha ra di, khi té1 toa vao cho trong phong xtt, [b] hodc bat ky lac nao ban
nhan sap noi trong phan b1en giai. Trudc kia khi chuyén tro hay ban luan tiéng noéi thwong niu
gilr ban nhan ngay gitra cau; nhung lan nay tiéng noi khong hé can ngdn bat ké phan nao trong
bat ké cai gi ban nhan néi hoac lam. Ban nhan nai cé ra sao dé giai thich sy thé? Ban nhan sé
noi quy vi hay. Ban nhan nghi swviéc vira xay ra véi ban nhan chic hdn 1a didu may min, ngo
b6i déu sai Iam nghi chét 1a didu bat hanh. Ban nhan c6 chirng ctt virng chac khi nghi nhuw thé,
[c] v1 ky hiéu quen thudc thé nao cling ngan chan, néu cai ban nhan dinh lam khong dem lai két
qua tot dep.

Nhéin dinh theo cach khac ngo boi sé thiy cling c6 nhiéu ly do dé hy vong chétla diéu thanh
thoat. Vi chét 1a mot trong hai sw thé. Mot la chét 1a hét, chét la khong biét gl nita; hai la, nhw
nguoi ta ké, chet 1a thay doi cho &, linh hon di tra tir ché hay qua cho no. Néu hoan toan khong
biét gi, nhw ngu khéng mo, nguoi ngu khéng nom thay gi ntra, [d] chét sé 1a thiang loi ky la! Ban
nhan nghi gia thir néu pha1 chon dém nguo1 ngu ngu say dén do khéng mo, khong nom thay gj,
dem so v&i dém khac, ngay khac trong doi nguoi do, va néu can bao nhiéu dém, bao nhiéu
ngay da song thu vi, tot dep hon dém ay, ban nhan ngh1 trong c6i nhan sinh khong chi cd nhan
tam thwdng ma ngay ca quan vuong vi dai cling thay néu dém chang chut khé khan so véi dém,
ngay khac. Néu chét 1a nhu thé, theo ban nhan, chét 1a thanh cong dang ké. [e] Vi nhin theo
chiéu huong nay tong s6 thoi gian rut lai du'(rng nhu chi conla mot dém. Trai lai, néu chét la du
hanh tr ch6 nay sang cho no, néu chuyen ké 1 thuc, néu biét thuc ra nguoi chét deu o do, thu
héi c6 diém phuc nao lén lao hon thé khong, thua quan toa? [41a] N&u téi thé gidi bén kia cam
thay thoat khoi tam tay nguoi tw xung la quan toa o day, gap quan toa thuc sy la quan toa nghe
no6i ngdi phan xét & do, nhat1a Minos, Rhadamanthus, Aeacus, Triptolemus cting & than khi



song trén tran thé cong binh, chinh truec, nguoi chét cé nght do la thay d6i dang buon, chang bo
cong di chuyén khéng? Hon thé, thir h01 gap go, giao du voi Orpheus, Musaeus, Hesiod va
Homer khong dem lai cho quy vi nguon vui thu vi hay sao? Phan riéng ban nhan sin sang chét
dén ngan 1an néu d6 1a su that. B6i véi ban nhan cdm nghi dac biét tha vi ay 1a chuyén tro khi
gap go Palamedes, Aias con trai Telamon, [b] cung biét bao anh hung ngay xua chét vi két an
oan sai, phan xét bat cong, so sanh s6 phan ban than vdi so phan, tat ca. Ban nhan nghi nhw vay
sé thich thi vo cung. Va di nhién quan trong hon hét, badn nhan sé& sir dung thoi gian dam dao
nham xem xét, tim hiéu ngwoi dwdi d6, nhw ban nhan lam trén nay, nhan dinh trong sé ai thuc
sw h1eu biét, ai khong hleu biét ma nghl minh hleu biét. Thwa quan toa, de c6 dip hoi chuyén
nguoi chi huy doan quan vién chinh khong 16 vay danh thanh Troa, chit vin Odysseus hay
Sisyphus, [c] cung hang ngan, hang van con nguo1i, ca nam lan ni, ai c6 thé bo 1o dip may ngan
nam mot thud? Chuyén tro, tim hiéu, giao duvoiho séla nguon vui kKhung khiép, thich thu
ngoai stec twong tuong. Bat luan thé nao ban nhan dam chac khong ai trong dam sé dwa nguoi
Xt sy nhw the vao coOi chét. Vi vé nhiéu mat o dudi do ho sung swong hon nguoi ¢ trén nay.
Hon thé tir gior trér di ho khong biét chét 1a gi, néu qua thuc dieu ngod bdi nghe ké 1a thuc.

Du sao, thwa quan toa, d6i v&i cai chét, quy vi cling nén tin tuong tot dep, tam tri nam gitt sw
that duy nhit 1a nguoi tir té, luong th1en khong thé bi ham hai [d] khi song cling nhu luc chét,
than linh khongloi 13, lang quén so phan ngwoi do. S6 phan xay ra bay gio voi ban nhan khong
xdy ra mot cach ngau nhién; ban nhan nghi ré rang da dén ldc ban nhan nén chét, tranh khoi
bat hanh vé sau. P6 1a 1y do vi sao ky hiéu thiéng liéng khong can gidn ban nhan bat ky diém
ndo. B&i thé ban nhan tuyét nhién khong han thu, 0an gidn ngwoi két &n hoac ngudi vu cio.
Hién nhién khi bé phiéu két an hay vu cao trong tam tu ho khong nham muc dich do, ho nghi
ho chi ha nhuc ban nhan. Dau vdy ho van xtitng dang don nhan chi trich va ché trach. [e] Tuy
nhién, ban nhan yéu cau ho vui long gitp diéu nay. Thua, khi con trai bAn nhan khon lén, néu
thay chung quan tAm téi tién bac hodc bat ké cai gi nhigu hon dao dirc, xin quy vi thang tay
trirng tri, vach mat chi tén ching nhw ban nhan phoi bay sw that vé ' quy vi. Néu thay ching vo
16i twdng chung ghe gom trong khi ching chang ra gi, rat mong quy vi trach ctt ching nhw ban
nhan trach ctr quy vi, noi cho chiing hay ching khong chdam lo cai phal cham lo, chung twdng
ching gia tri trong khl ching chang gia tri gi. [42a] Néu lam thé quy vi sé x&r sw cOng binh, phai
1& véi ban nhan va ca con ban nhan nira.

Thoi bay gio da dén luc chia tay, moi bén mot nga, ban nhan di vao coi chét, quy vi di vé néo
song. Bén nao tién téi s6 phan tot dep? Thua, khong ai hay biét, trir than 11nh1



Crito

Theo ludt Athens khi toa tuyén dn tu hinh dn Iénh sé thi hanh cung ngay tuc thi. Ldn nay do sw
viéc hi hitu dn Iénh chwa thé thi hanh. Trwéc ngay dién ra phién xir bi cdo Socrates ciing la ngay
thuyen thi hanh s mang ton gido lén duong toi Delos, hdi ddo thiéng lieng doi véi Apollo, lam lé
twdng niém thdng loi vé vang Theseus da dat do ddnh ba1 Minotauros gidt phong thanh quoc
khozganh ng hang nam phai ngp hai ldn bay sinh vdt té'thdn, bdy thanh nién, bdy thiéu nit, ding
cung dc quy y ddu bo thdn ngudi nhét trong mé cung o Crete. Ddn thanh Athens htra voi Apollo
hang ndm sé dén Delos ddng lé néu Theseus tré vé an toan. Pdy la 1€ hdi cd truyén va vdn thuc
hién sudt thoi gian xdy ra cugc chién tranh Peloponnesos nhw dé ta on Apollo da chdm durt trdn
dzch kinh khting sdt hai hdu nernLra ddn s6. Trong thoi gian thuyen ra dithanh quéc phazgzu'
gin trong sach, khong ‘duorc 6 ué. Niam nay do bdo bién dir doi, str mang kéo daj, thuyen chwa vé, vi
thé khong du"oc phép hanh hinh téi pham, va ciing vi thé Socrates phaigiam thém mot thdng.
Bira nay nghe tin thuyen dd dén miii Sunium & Attica, ngay mai thuyen Sé téi bén Pira eus, dn
Iénh sé thi hanh, chi con ngay nita Socrates sé chét. Loi dung co may vo cung han hitu, Crito,
dong tué dong hu"o'ng, ban cao nién thdn thiét hoi 16 cai nguc lén vao nha tu thuyet phuc
Socrates tron di luu vong, dong thoi bdo tin gidy phut tang toc Sap toi (miéu td trong Phaedo). Hy
vong ké' hoach dat két qud tét dep, moi sap xép vdt chdt, tinh thdn Crito va thdn hitu giau cé da
chudn bi chu ddo, nhiéu nguoi con sdn sang donggop them nita. Ho ly ludn Athens khdng phdi
thanh qudc duy nhdt Socrates c6 thé ’ séng sung suong. Ong sé ¢6 ban bé bdt ké noi nao 6ng dinh
tol. Nghe thay thé Socrates bén héi ldy xdu dap lai xdu dé bdo vé bdn thdn cé phdi phdi hay
khong7Ket toi éng tir hinh la phily, song trén tu phd ludt cé hitu Iy hay khéng? Nha nudrc sé ra
sao néu cong ddn gat ludt sang bén? Cong ddn phai tudn theo nhitng gi quoc gia quy dinh trir phi
cong dan co thé thay doi quan niém cua quocgla ludt phdithénao. Plato ghi lai trong déi thoai
ngan gon cudc chuyén tro gitra hai nguoi ban gia biét nhau tir thoi nién thleu Phong ti nhd hep,
troi con toi, chi c6 hai ldo nhdn, chdng may choc sé chia tay vinh vién, mét & lai céi trdn, mot di
xudng coi dm, Crito noi ddy la co may cudi cung néu theo thisong, khong theo thi chét. Song
Socrates khong nghe, dng duwa ra ly do khién dng tir chdi: van dé quan trong lién hé toi thé xdc va
linh hon phditham khdo thleu sO hiéu biét khéng phdi da sé ngu ddn, chay trén Id tao bdt céng,
roivao vong tgi 10i va hd gid déi, chay trén chwa chdc cudc doi sé swong hon doi véi con cdi va
bdn thdn, ludt dm pht twong tw ludt thanh quoc sé khong chap nhdn, du sao ciling gitr tw cdch
céng dan guwong mau. Cuéc dam dao gdp riit cé the hién vao thoi diém ddc biét hay khong, diéu
do khéng quan trong, vi co nhiéu ly do khién doc gid tin ban bé ctia Socrates tim du cdch dé éng
vuot nguc thodt hiém. Tri hodn hanh hinh dwong nhw ai ciing linh cam sé dién ra. Rdt c6 thé' ké
thi hy vong va mong mudn éng trén ti.. Ban bé dwong nhién ciing muén thé. Crito hau nhw tuyét
vong tim cdch thuyet phuc. Plato khi ké ciing nhiéu lan bong gio cho thdy chinh quyén khéng
quan tdm néu éng roi bo xir s¢. Nhwng Socrates lanh liing tw chol.

Cdnh don gidn, phong hiu quanh, nha tu trung wong, dia diém khéng ro noinao, nhung theo The
American School of Classical Studies at Athens, Princeton, 1972, hoa do quang truong Athens,
dwong nhw man tdy nam thanh pho Mét sang mita hé ndm 399 TCN. Gan mot thdng sau vu xit.
Thoi gian dng chirng mét gio trucc rang déng, bén ngoaiim phdng phdc, khong khi hdu nhw @m
u vi chi cé dnh Itra nhé nhoi thoi thép. Chiéc giwong coc cach ké sat chdn tuong cudi ' phong. Dau
giwong la chiéc ban op ep trén_ dé ngon dén ddu lem Iuéc I8 loi. Crito ngoz trén chiéc ghé thap gan
chdn giworng, im Idng, kién nhdn cho doi. Lido dén mot minh, khdng cd ai di theo, ldo la chi dién
chatphac dén hdu; hién tai ldo dang bi xiic déng khén xiét, Iong budn da diét chang the noira.
Qua man téi mo mor ldo ddm ddm nhin hinh thi bt dong truéc mat. Socrates nam ngu binh
thdn, vo tw nhw dira tré trén chlecglwo'ng méc mac, don doc. Cwa qudy, ngdp dai, mé mdt nhin,
twv toi thdy Crito, ciing tudi, cting qué, ban thdn tir thué thidu thoi.

Nhan vat trong doi thoai

Socrates



Crito
Cdnh: nha tu giam Socrates

Socrates. Sao [43a] lai t&i lac nay, Crito? Con sém khong thiy u?
Crito. Ping roi, con sém lam.

S. Troi thé nao?

C. Chua t¢i rang dong.

S. Ta ldy lam la vira nghe go ctra cai nguc lai san sang dé bac vao.

C. Bay gior han vdi ta quen nhau roi, Socrates, vi ta thwong lui tdi, nhit 1a bay lau ta cling to ra
hao phdong va han ciing phan nao biét didu.

S. Bac méi toi, hay téi da lau?
C. Kha lau.
S. Tai sao [b] bac khong danh thirc ta diy tirc thi ma c lang ling ngdi gan giwong nhw thé?

C. Khong, troi o1, khong, Socrates, ta khong muon lam vay. Phan riéng ta chi mong trong minh
mat ngu tan hinh bi&n dang, lo du cao chay xa bay! Lau roi ta ctr thic mic, nhan thay sao bac
ngu ngon lanh, tha vi dén thé. Ta khong danh thitc 1a ¢6 muc dich, béi mudn dé bac thwdng
thirc thoi gian ém a toi da. Trudc day, trong qua khtr subt cudc dm déy y quan sat, ta thay bac
séng ldc nao cung cach cling sung swong, dac biét bay gio trurc d1en v&i bat hanh khung khiép
bac chdp nhan sao ma dé dang, nhe nhém, binh than dén thé.

S. A, s& di vay dy la vi, Crito o1, xem ra chang hop Iy chit nao déi véi nguwoi & tudi nhw ta ma td
ra wu tw, buon phién néu phai chip nhan cham ditt cudc doi.

C.Socrates, [c] nguoi khac c& tudi bac ciing c6 thé roi vao bat hanh tuwong tu, song ho khong dé
tudi tdc ngan can ho than van nhitng gi xay ra véi ban than.

S. bang vay. Nhung cho hay vi sao bac dén diy sém thé?

C. Vi mang tin budn, Socrates, khong buén déi véi bac, ma budn déi véi ta ciing ban be ctia bac,
budn ghé gém, budn khong sao chiu noi, riéng ta cdm thay nio né vo cung.

S. U, tin gi thé hd? Thuyén tir Delos tré vé da téi bén cang, trién hodn cham ditt, ta phai chét
chit gi? [d]

C. Thuc ra chwa téi, song ta thay duong nhu sé toi hom nay, can ctr theo 101 may nguoi tw
Sunium vi ho roi bén 1an b & do. Ho ké r6 rang thuyén sé tédi bira nay, b&i thé ngay mai,
Socrates, bac s& phai... chdm dirt cudc doi.

S. 0, Crito, nhw vay Ia may man hét sttc chit sao! N&u than linh mudn thé cir d€ sw thé dién ra.
Song du sao ta nghi thuyén s€ khong t&i hom nay.

C. Can ctr [44a] vao dau c6 nhan nghi thé?
S. Ta sé gidi thich c6 tri hay. Ta biét ta phai vinh biét c6i doi vao hom sau khi thuyén téi bén.
C. Pam nguwoi cé trach nhiém vé chuyén nay néi thé.

S.Bé&i vay ta nght thuyen sé khong to1 ngay vira bat dau, ma téi ngay sau do. S& di ndi thé Ay la
vi ta swc nhé gidc mo vira nam dém nay, vira méi ldc nay. Xem ra dwong nhw dé 1a diém may vi



c6 tri khong danh thirc ta tré day.
C. A, gidc mo thé nao, nhin thay gi trong khi ngi?

S. Ta thdy [b] hinh nhu c6 nguoi dan ba budrc toi moi ltic mot gin, dién mao kleu diém, tw dung
yéu diéu, phuc strc trang tinh, tdm rép thung thinh, goi ta dich danh ma néi: “Socrates, ngay
thir ba ngwoi sé téi Phthia dat rudng phi nhiéu”.

C. GiAc mo Ky la, Socrates.
S.Khéng, rat ro rét, it nhat doi véi ta, Crito.

C.Qua wroret, chic vay. Nhung Socrates quy mén o, dau thé van chwra mudn, hay lam nhu ta
noi bay gio, tron ti ciru mang. Vi déi véi ta, néu co nhan chét, suw thé sé khong chila bat hanh
don thuan ma la hoan nan luéng dién. Ngoai chuyén mat ngwoiban sé chang bao gior thay nita
con mang tleng nhleu Jguoi khong hiéu ta va c6 nhan twdng tan [c] thé nao ciing nghi dang 1é
c6 thé ctiru song néu san long bo tién lo viéc ta lai phot lo. Thir héi co tleng tam nao é ché, ho
nhuc hon déi voi nguoi bi cho 1a coi tién cia quy trong hon ban be? Da s6 ngwoi doi sé khong
bia]o gidr tin chinh ¢6 nhan tir ch6i roi noi nay 1an di trong khi ching téi ¢6 gang hét sirc thuyét
phuc.

S. Nhwng Crito chi thiét o1, tai sao ching ta lai qua wban tam da s6 nguwoi doi sé - nghi thé nao?
Nguoi thue sy b1et suy nghl ngwdi xtirng dang chd y quan tam, sé nghi su viéc xay ra diung nhw
swviéc thuc sw xay ra.

C. Tuy. thé, Socrates o1, [d] tw long c6 nhan thdy du sao ching ta ciing ¢ can déy y da so nguoi doi
nghi gi. Tinh huong hlen thoi cia 6 nhan cho thay kha ndng cla da s6 ngwoi doi c6 thé tac hai
khong nhiing cai xau xa nho nhat ma hau nhw ca cai xau xa Ién nhit, song khong cé gi¢i han
néu ai do bi ho vu oan gia hoa.

S. Cau L mong da s6 nguoi doi c6 kha ndng bat tin thé hién cai xau xa, Crito, nhw vy ho ciing c6
kha nang vo bién thuc hién cai tot dep! Puwoc vay moi chuyén s& ngoan muc. Nhung hién tai
cho thiy ho khong the 1am ca hai. Ho khong thé 1am ai d6 khon ngoan hodc dan don, ma chi cé
thé 1am bat ké cai gi do ngau nhién, tinh co.

C. C6 1é thé that, chang can ban cai. [e] Nhung thoi, Socrates, cho ta biét diéu nay. Bac co thuc
s ban khoan vi ta va ban be ctia bac sé bi lién luy, néu bac roi noi nay, bon mat vy sé gay kho
khan cao budc anh em da danh cip bac mang di, anh em s& mat toan bd tai san, ndp phat ning
ne, hoac ngay ca chiu nhiéu hinh phat khac nira? Néu lo so nhw thé, xin bac gat chuyen do sang
bén. [45a] Boi o rang do muon ctru bac, bon phan thic day, anh em khong ngai hy sinh, va san
sang lam viéc nguy hon néu can. Hay lam theo diéu ta noéi, dirng chin chir bac a.

S. Crito, trong thim tam ta thuc tinh lo ngai vé rii ro c6 tri k€ cing nhiéu nguy nan nira.

C.Dung lo s¢ chuyén dé. Vi thuc ra vé tién bac chang mat bao nhiéu cé nguoi san sang dam
nhan dé ctru mang, dan dwa c6 nhanra khéi noi nay. Hon thé, c6 nhan khong thay mua chudc
bon mat vu dé nhu tro ban tay, chang can tra nhiéu cing c6 mén hang, va lai bon nay khong
ham tién ham clia hay sao? Ta danh tién dé ctru co nhan, [b] va nhu ta noi lic nao cling du. Neu
vl thuong yéu ta, lo lang an toan cho ta, c6 nhan cam thay khong muon tiéu tién cta ta du it di,
s6 nguoi xa la hién dién & day san sang bo tién ctia ho. Trong s6 c6 nguoi mang du tién dé chi
dung vao viéc thuc hién ké hoach: Simmias tir thanh phd Thebes. Cebes ciing san sang va chua
ké rat nhiéu ngudi nita.

Bé&i thé nhu ta néi dimg dé lo so nao vi Iy do vira ké khién c6 nhan ngan ngai c6 gang vuot
nguc, ctru song ban than, dung dé nhitng gl noi truedc phién toa gay kho khan cho co nhan, vi co
nhan sé khéng biét lam gi véi ban thian néu roi bo xir sé lwu vong. Bdi ¢6 nhiéu noi [c] khi c&



nhan t&i nguoi ta sé t1ep doén than tinh, nhatla Thessaly. Néu c6 nhan muén di, ta c6 ban & dé.
Von la khach ho sé quy hoa, coi trong c6 nhan khon xiét. Ho sé bdo ddm an ninh dé khong
ngudi ndo khap ving c6 thé lam phién kiém chuyén véi c6 nhan.

Hon nita, Socrates o1, ta lai nghi diéu c¢6 nhan lam la khong phai, bé madc cudc doi guc chét
trong Khi c6 thé ctru song, hoi ha tién dua so phany hétke thu hoi ha thic day, va dang tam
giuc gia so phan huy hoai c6 nhan. Ngoai ra ta con nghi con cai ¢6 nhan cling bo roi, d€ mac [d]
trong khi phai van dung khd nang nudi nang, gido duc chung dén noi dén chon. Nhu vay 13 co
nhan khong quan tam sO phdn ching sé ra sao. SO phan chung sé duwong nhién nhw s6 phan xay
ravoi tré mo c6i mat cha mit me. Néu vdy motla chang nén c6 con, ngwoc lai hai la phai cuc
nhoc nudi nang, day bao chiing nén nguwdi. Ta thay hinh nhuw ¢ nhan chon dlro'ng di dé nhat, it
de khang it cam go trong khi phai chon dwdng di ngudi can trwong, qua cam sé chon, nhat I3
khi c da da khang dinh muc dich cudc doi 1a song dirc do.

Ta thuc sy cam thay [e] ho then vira cho c6 nhan vira cho anh em, ban bé ¢6 nhan, sw viéc c6 vé
nhuw thé nhitng gl xay ra voi c6 nhanla do anh em hen nhat. Trwcrc hét c6 nhan xuat hién truéc
toa khi hoan toan khong can thiét, dé la xt sw dau tién; thir dén c6 nhan bién giai toi trang, do
1a xt sy thir hai; va sau cling c6 nhan chim dirt trod heé, anh em roi vio tinh hudng chéi véri, két
11eu dé khién nguoi doi sé nghi do nhut nhat, won hen th1eu can dam, thi€u muwu tri anh em dée
c6 nhan tudt khéi tam tay, [46a] vi anh em khong cttru c6 nhan, vi cd nhan khong ctiru ban than
khi c6 thé va c6 thé hoan thanh néu ching ta chi cb gang chut xiu. Socrates, néu khong khinh
sudt thir nghi ma xem nhu vay cé phai khong nhitng xau xa ma con ho then ca cho cd nhan lan
anh em khong. Vay quyet dinh. Chap nhin y kién, néu khong khong con thoi gian dé chdp nhan,
dang 1& phai chap nhan roi. 'Khéng con lwa chon hoac co may nira, vi viéc phai thuc hién va
chim dut dém nay. Né&u ching ta chan chty, su thé sé bat kha, viéc sé khong hoan thanh. Du thé
nao, ta kéu goi c6 nhan, Socrates, lam theo y ta, dirng lam theo § y khac!

S. Crito quy mén, cdm nghi tha th1et cda c0 tri dang gia vo cung neu nham muc dich chinh dang
ta ghi nhan. [b] Néu khong, 6 tri cang to ra ham ho bao nhiéu ta cang cam thay kho6 khan dé
cap bay nhiéu. Bi thé chingta can xem xét c6 nén x& sw theo cach co tri néi hay khong. Co tri
biét khong nhiing ltic nay ma lic nao ciing vay ta la thir nguoi khong tuan theo bat ké cai gi, bat
ké nguwoinao, du than thiét dén dau, ma chi lang nghe ly luan, bat luan thé nao, xem ra thich
hop voi minh hon hét. B&i thé bay gio khong thé chivi chang may roi vao t1nh hudng hién tai
ta gatbd nguyén tac tirng dua ra trong qua khir. Nguyén tac d6 doi véi ta van y hétkhong hé
thay doi. Ta tran trong, ta dé cao bay gio tuong tu ta dé cao, ta tran trong trudc kia. [c] Néu dip
nay ching ta khong thé dwara nguyén tac kha quan, cO tri nén hiéu chic chan ta sé khong dong
y voi co tri, nhit dinh cho du da s6 st dung quyén hanh nat nd chiing ta vGingao Op, ba bi, ac
quy gap b01 1am nhu chiing ta 1a tré con, de doa bé tii, x tit, tich bién tai san.

Chiing ta sé xem xét van dé thé nao cho phai hon hét? Thit nhit c6 nén dé cap nhan dinh co tri
dwa ra vé nguoi doi nght thé nao khong? [d] Phai hay khong phai khi néi, nhu trong qua khi
ching ta thuong néi, nén quan tam toi y kién nay hon y kién kia? Hoac noi thé lu6n luén la sai?
Cé 1é néithé la  dang trudc khi cau hoi vé cai chét cda ta xuit hién, trong khi bay gio ching ta
thdy rd rang ndéi thé 1a néi vé van, néi dé ma néi, thuc swla nhan xét bong dua, v6 nghia. Crito,
ta mu6n, muén het strc, di sau vao van deé néu co co tri gitp do' dé xem y kién dwa ra c6 s& xuat
hién dwéi anh sang nao khac doi véi ta bay gio khién ta roi vao tinh huong hién tai hay y kién
van nhuw cii, dé6ng thoi xem ching ta sé bac bd hay chap nhan.

Ta tin ngwoi nghi minh néi phai luén luén dé cao y kié€n nhw thé nhw y kién ta vira vién dan: le],
c6 y kién da so0 wa thich phai ton trong, co y kién khéng phai ton trong. Crito, biy gi¢ xin héi, co
tri c6 nghi chu treong nhw vay la nguyén tac dich dang khong? Theo nhan dlnh thong thwong
ciia con nguoi, do khong tryc dién voi vien tuong phai chét ngay mai, nén bat hanh hién tai
khéng am anh khlen cO tri nhan xét sai léch. [47a] Hay suy ngam. Theo cb tri khong can quan
tam moi y kién ctia da s0, ma chi quan tamy klen cua sb nay, khong quan tam y kién cua so kia,
khong can ton trong y kién ctia moi ngwdi, ma chi téon trong y kién ctia sé nay, khong ton trong



y kién cda so6 kia, phat biéu nhw thé cé dich dang khéng? Co tri sé néi thé nao? No6i vay co diung
khong hé?

C. bung chrr.
S. N6i khac di, nén dé cao y kién tot dep, khong dé cao y kién t6i té, phai khong?
C. Thua, phai.

S. Y kién t6t dep 13 y kién clia hang sang suét, tinh twdng, y kién toi té 1a y kién cia hang u mé,
ngu toi.

C. Di nhién.

S. Tiép tuc cho ta hay. Co tri nghi gi vé loai sy viéc ta thwong néi? [b] Khi thao duot, luyén tap
thé duc nguoi hoc dé y 1o khen, 1o ché, y kién ctia moi ngwoi, hay chi mot ngudi, nhatlay si
hoac huin luyén vién?

C. Chi nguwoi c6 dua trinh d6 chuyén mon.

S.Vay nguoi do sé e ngai loi ché, don nhan loi khen ctia nguoi c6 kha nang, khong phai cua
nhiéu nguoi thong thwong.

C. brvong nhién.

S. Nguoi dé sé thuc hanh, luyén tap, dn, uéng theo cung cach thich hop véi huan luyén vién s¢
dac nhan xét chuyén mén, hiéu biét xac dang, suy nghi diing dan, chir khong phai moi nguoi.

C. bung thé.

S.0, phai roi. [c] Néu khong tuan theo nguoi duy nhit, thay vi ton trong y kién, 1oi khen lai dé
caoy kién, 1oi khen cua da s6 nguwoi tdm thwong khong kinh nghiém, khong chuyen mon, nguoi
do cé sé chiu hau qua tai hai khong?

C. Chac chan.

S. Hau qua tai hai ra sao? Tai hai d6 nham chd nao? Ta mudn ndi phan thudc vé ngwoi khong
tuan theo?

C. R0 rang thé xac, vi day 1a phan hiu qua tai hai sé huy hoai.

S.Bac noi chi phai. Vay cho ta biét, Crito, ching ta khong muon ban qua tat ca cac ‘truong hop,
truong hop nay roi trwong hop no, digu d6 cé ap dung tong quat khong, nhit la véi da loai
hanh vi ching ta dang c6 gang xac dlnh phai trai, hay do, tot xdu, cao ca, dé tién? [d] Chiing ta
c6 phai tuan theo,néso'y kién nhiéu nguoi hon lay y kién mot ngwoi, néu nguoi do 1a chuyen
gia khong? Chung ta c6 s€ phai e ngai, né s nguoi do hon nhiéu nguoi khong? Néu khong tuan
theo nguoi do, chung ta sé lam hu hong, té liét phan, chung ta thuong noi, tro thanh tot dep
nho cu X tir té, va hoa ra toi té do an ¢ xau xa. C6 phai thé khong?

C. Ta nghi dung thé, Socrates.

S.Vay dé y budrc tlep theo. Néu hiy hoai phan tré nén tot dep do viéc lam lanh manh va phan
héa ra toi té béi viéc lam bénh hoan, néu khong tuan theo y kién chuyén gia, d6i vdi ching ta
liéu cudc doi c6 dang song hay khong khi cudc doi da bi huy hoai? [e] Phan ta mudn néi la thé
xac, dong y khong?

C.bongy.



S.Vay dé6i v&i ching ta néu thé xac bé rac, hw hdng, & tinh trang toi té cuéc doi ¢ dang s6ng
hay khéng?

C. Chang dang ti ndo.

S. Nhung cudc doi co thue sy dang song hay khong v&i phan trong chiing ta bi hly hoai vi viéc
lam sai trai, va phat trién nho viéc lam ding din? Hay chung ta nghi phan nay trong ching ta,
du thé nao, lién hé t&i phai trai, [48a] khong quan trong bang thé xac?

C. Chac khong phai.
S. Phin nay quy bau hon nhiéu?
C. Rat nhiéu.

S. Trong trwong hop do, 6, cO tri quy mén, diéu chung ta phai quan tam, nhw hién tai, khong
phai nhiing gi nguoi doi thlro'ng noéi vé chung ta, ma ching ta nén lang nghe chuyen gia hiéu
biét phai trai, cong binh chinh truc, bt cong bat chinh s& phat bi€u thé nao, nguoi duy nhat c6
tham quyen nghla la tiéu biéu su that chan chinh. Néu vay tic la thu nhat da nghi cda co tri
khong xac dang khi co tri noi chung ta phal déy y kién da s6 doi vai van dé phai, hay, tot, dep_
hoac nguorc lai. DT nhién c6 nguoi sé phan bac: Pung thé, song sw thit van la da so c6 thé quyét
dinh giét chét chung ta.

C. Vang, diéu do ciing hién nhién, Socrates, [b] c6 nguoi sé néi vay.

S.Nhung, c6 tri kha ai o1, theo ta nhan dinh, phat biéu chung ta vién dan van xac thwc nhw
truérc. Dong thoi ta muodn co tri dé y y diém nay, van x4c thuc hay khong, diéu quan trong hon
hét & doi khéng phai song, ma la song tot dep.

C. 0, vAn Xac thuec.
S. S6ng tot dep nghia twong tw séng lwong thién hoac song chinh trwc phai khong?
C. Phai.

S. Nhw vdy la d6i bén da tam dong y. Budc tiép theo ching ta phai xét xem chuon khédi noi nay
déi véi ta co phai hay khong [c] khi ngudi Athens chua tuyén bo tha bong, chinh thirc cho phép
ra di. Néu thay phai, ching ta sé tim cach thuc hién; néu thay khong phai, ching ta sé gaty
dinh sang bén. Con y Kién c6 tri dwa ralién he t&i tién bac, tiéng tam, nudi day con cai, Crito,
rat ti€c phai noi, y kién dé thucralay y kién cta da s6 dam dong, ho X tr, ho dé song, ho clru
mang dé dang, néu cé thé, ho hanh Xt v cam, lanh dam v&i nguyén nhan, khong can suy nghi,
Ta hinh dung bon phan terc swcua chungta, viy klen dan t&i chleu hlrcrng nhu thé, 1a can | nhac
diém nay, diém duy nhat dang noi bay gio: tra tién, cam on ngwdi clru mang ta, sap xé&p, dan
duwa chung ta ra khoi noi nay, 1a phai [d] hay sw that lam vay la sai? Néu xem ra viéc lam nhu
the la khong phai, ta budc long phai nghi, ching ta chang can quan tam toi chuyén sé chét néu
& lai day, gitt im ldng, bat dong hay chiu dung bat ké hinh thitc no nita hon 1a [am diéu sai trai.

C. Socrates, ta dong y diéu c6 nhan néi, song ta mong mudén c6 nhian dé y ching ta phai xtr sw
thé nao.

S. Chiing ta hdy cung nhau xem xet van dé, c6 tri quy mén, [e] néu mudn phan doi trong khi ta
noi, ct ty tién, ta sé lang nghe. Nguorc lai, neu khong c6 gi phan ddi, Crito quy héa, xin ngimng
du'ng lap di lap lai diéu tuong tu, ta phal roi chon nay dau nguoi Athens khong muon. Ta tham
nghi can thuyet phuc c6 tri dong y y trwore khi ra tay thyc hién diéu tirng suy ngam, va khong ra
tay khi co tri khong dong y y.Baygio dé y khéi diém viéc tim h1eu ta hy vong co tri bang long
cach ta trinh bay, [49a] va tra [o1 diéu ta hdi theo bat ké cach nao c6 tri cho 1a xac dang hon



hét.
C. Ta sé cd gang.

S. Chiing ta c6 khang dinh dui thé nao cling khéng bao gio c6 tinh lam diéu bat chinh, hoac c6
thé lJam diéu bat chinh theo cach nay, song khong theo cach kia phai khong? Lam ditu bat
chinh, do ban chit thuc sw ctia ng, khong hé 1a tét, khong hé 1a phai nhw ching ta thuong dong
y trudre Kia, va cling vira noi toi bay gio dung khong7 Hay la nhirng gi chung ta dong y trudc day
da tréi chay, tan bién chi trong vai ngay? Tuoi hac trang khuya, nhu ta véi bac, Crito o1, [b] bay
lau chuyén tro nghiém tdc, vay ma c6 luc ching ta khong biét chung ta chang khac cap tré con?
bBuong nhién sy that dung nhw ching ta hang noéi. Bat ké da s6 dam dong nghi thé nao, liéu
chuing ta cé van pha1 ganh chiu hdu qua xau xa hay duoc doi x& tir té, nha nhan hon bay gio
hay khong, sw that van 1a du sao lam diéu sai trai bat ké theo cach nao déu tai hai va xau xa dgi
véi ngwdi lam sai trai. Ching ta néi thé phai khong?

C. Phai, ding thé.
S.Vay la con ngwdi khong nén bao gior lam diéu sai trai.
C. Di nhién, khong.

S. Ngay ca khi bi lam diéu sai trai con ngwoi cling khong nén lam diéu sai trai bao thu, nhw da
s§ chu treong d6 1a didu tw nhién.

C. Xem ra khong nén. [c]
S. Cho ta hay diéu nay nita, Crito: Con ngwoi c6 nén lam hai ngwdi khac khong hé?
C. Hién nhién con nguoi khong nén bao gior lam nhw vay, Socrates.

S. 0, cho ta biét tén ¥, néu bi lam hai, lam hai dap lai, nhw da s& thudng néi, nhw vay phai hay
khoéng phai?

C. Nhat dinh khong phai.
S. B&i theo ta khong c6 khac biét gitra gy ton hai va lam sai trai véi nguoi.
C. bing thé.

S.Vivay khong bao git dap 101 sai trai, lam hai bang lam hai, sai trai v&i bat ky ai, bat ké xtic
pham thé nao. Va Crito o1, dé y khi chap nhan diém nay c6 tri van chuwa chap nhan diéu trai voi
quan niém thwc sw cta c6 tri. [d] Ta biét it va luén luén it ngu'(n gitr hodc sé gitr quan niém nay,
do vay gilra nguoi gitr quan niém va nguoi khong gitk quan niém khong co dong thudn veé
nguyeén tac ho lu6n luén cam thay khinh thwong, coi nhe ban chat quan niém cua nhau B&i thé
tamuon coO tri dé y y hét strc can than co tri co chia sé quan niém dang ban va dong y voi ta,
ching ta c6 thé tié€n hanh ban luan cin ctt trén gia thiét da dinh - khong bao gio lam diéu sai
trai, dap lai sai trai bang sai trai ludn ludn 1a sai trai, khong nén gay ton hai tra diia gay ton hai
tiép nhan - va c0 tri cé khong dong ¥, khong chia se quan niém nay nhw nén tang dé ban luan
khong? [e] Ta giit quan niém nay tw lau, bdy gio van gitr. Tuy nhién, néu nght khac cO tri vui
1ong cho hay quan niém thé ndo. Nguoc lai, néu bam chit quan niém trwdc day, mong ¢4 tri
ldng nghe quan niém tiép theo.

C. Ta bam chat quan niém va dong y v&i c6 nhan. Tiép tuc cho hay y kién.

S. Vay xin noéi quan niém tlep theo, hodc thay vi thé xin héi c6 tri. Khi da dong y véi ai, diéu
dong y la chinh truc, ngwdi dong y c6 nén nudt 1o, thue hién hay st dung doi ltra dé 14n tranh
khong?



C. Nguoi do phai thuc hién.

S. D€ y nhitng gi dién ra t1ep theo diéu vira ké. Néu khong thuyét phuc thanh quoc ma roi noi
nay ra di [50a] ching ta c6 lam sai trai, gay ton hai cho ai khong, nhat 1 véi ngwoi chang nén
lam nhw vay? Va ching ta c6 ton trong dieu da dong y khong, néu diéu dé chinh truc?

C. Ta khong thé tra loi cAu héi ctia c6 nhén, Socrates, vi ta khong hiéu.

S. Hay suy ngam dleu vlra noi thé nay. Gia str trong khi chung ta stra soan tron khoi noi nay,
hodc bat luan miéu ta thé nao, luat phap va co ché thanh quoc kéo téd1, du*ng tredc mdt dong
dac c4t tiéng héi: A, Socrates, tién sinh duw dinh 1am gi thé? Tién sinh c6 pht nhan lam vay la
tién sinh dang suy ngam tién sinh du tinh [b] trong kha ndng cua minh huy diét ngo boi, luat
phap va thanh quoc khong? Theo tién sinh liéu thanh quoc c6 thé tlep tuc ton tai, khong bi lat
do, néu quyet dinh toa an khong con hiéu lwc, ma tré nén vo hiéu, ca nhan riéng 16 1am cho suy
d01 hu hong khong] Ching ta sé tra 101 thé nao, Crito, déi véi digu nay va diéu tuong tu? Béi
bat ky ai, nhatla dién gia chuyén nghiép, cliing co nhidu dleu dé noi, lén tiéng chong lai viéc huy
bé diéu 1uat ching ta dinh thu tiéu, quy dinh phan quyet cua toa an la dit khoat, phal thi hanh.
[c] Chiing ta sé tra loi: Vang, ching t6i du dinh th tiéu luat phap, vi thanh quoc cw X voi
ching toi bat cong va phan quyét tdoa an khong chinh dang. Ching ta sé& néi thé hay thé nao?

C. 7, trd 1o nhw thé, trod dat od, Socrates!

S. Gia thit ludt phap ndi: Socrates, thé ching t6i va tién sinh da chang dong y lam nhw the hoac
tuan theo bat ké phan quyét nao thanh quoc dat téi trong cac vu xét xir hay sao? Roi gia thr
chiing ta to ve ngac nhién khi nghe noi thé, c6 Ié luat phap sé tiép lovi: Socrates, dirng ngac
nhién v&i nhitng gi chiing toi vira noi, ma hay tra 1o, vi tién sinh tirng quen st dung phuong
cach hoi dap. Bay gio cho biét cao buoc tién sinh dwa ra nhim huy hoai chung t6i va thanh
quoc 1a thé nao? [d] Trwdc hét, c6 phai ching t6i sinh ra tién sinh khong" Va c6 phai qua chung
toi, than phy tién sinh két hon véi than mau tién sinh, roi sinh ha tién sinh khéng? T1ep dén,
cho ching t6i hay, tién sinh c6 than phién, chi trich s6 luit trong ching toi lién hé t61 hon nhan
vi khong cao quy khong? Ta sé noi ta khong chi trich hoac phé binh. Hay 1a s6 luat trong ching
toi lién he toi viec nudi dudng, gido duc tre tho trong dé tién sinh cling ti€p nhan? Hoic s6 luat
trong ching toi ban hanh quy dinh than phu gido huan tién sinh vé vin héa_va thé duc nham
muc dich do khong hop ly? [e] Ta sé dap luat do hop ly. Luat phap ti€p tuc: 0, sau khi chao doi,
duoc nudi nang, duoc day do, trudrc hét, tién sinh c6 pha nhan tién sinh 1 con cai, toi to cua
chung toi khong, ca tién sinh lan to tién tién sinh? Néu vay tién sinh c6 nghi chung ta co quyen
chia sé cong bang binh dang vé quyén han, bat ké cai gi ching toi lam d6i voi tién sinh, tién
sinh ciling c6 quyén lam déi véi ching toi khong7 Ve quyén han tién sinh khong binh dang voi
than phy, tién sinh ciing khong binh dang V@i chi nhan, néu tién sinh c6 chu nhan; tién sinh
khong duoc phép phan tng bat ké cai gi than phu hay chti nhan lam véi tién sinh, cii lai néu ho
chui mang, [51a] danh lai neu ho danh dap cling nhuw véi nhigu thir khac. Tién sinh cé nghi tién
sinh c6 quyén chong lai x& s& va luit phap xtr s khong? Néu nght la cong bang, hop ly chung
toi tim cach huy hoai tién sinh, phan minh tién sinh ciing s€ c6 gang hét strc hay hoai chiing t6i
luat phap va xtt s& dé tra diia khong? La nguoi von quan tim t&i dao dire tién sinh co sé noi
tién sinh co quyen lam vay khong? Hay qua w thong thai tién sinh quén khong nhan ra so voi
b0 me, ong ba, to tién thanh quoc la thyc thé cao ca, kha kinh, thiéng liéng, quy bau hon ca [b]
than linh va nhan vat tién sinh tén tho'7 Tién sinh c6 nghi tién sinh phai ton kinh, nhwong nhin,
chiéu chudng xtr s¢ hon bo dé khi xi s& noi nong, cau gian voi tién sinh khong? Tién sinh pha1
mot la thuyét phuc, hai la chiéu long lam bat ké cai gi x(r s& doi hoi, im lang chiu dung bat ké
cai gl néu xt so ra lénh tién sinh chiu dung, du bi danh dap hodc bo ti, néu thanh quoc dua vao
chién tranh dé bi thwong, bi chét, tién sinh ciing phai lam theo. Lam thé 1a ding, tién sinh
khong duoc nhu'(rng buéc, khong duoc rit lui, khong dwoc roi vi tri. Trong chién tranh, ngoai
toa anva khap noi, tién smh phai 1am bat ké cai gi thanh’ quoc yéu cau, [c] hoac thuyet phuc
thanh quoc theo ban chat ctia cong binh la thé nao? Nhung st dung | bao I 1a can toi bat hiéu
vé&i cha me, 1am vay lai cang can toi vong an bdi nghia gap boi d6i véi thanh qudc. Chiing ta dap



lai thé nao hé Crito, luat phap noéi phai hay khong?
C. Ta nghi luat phap noéi phai.

S. Co I€ luat phap sé tiép tuc: Hay suy ngam Socrates, diéu chung toi ndi c6 thyc hay khong
nhiing gi tién sinh dy dinh lam d6i véi ching t6i khong phai chdt nao. Boi mdc du ha sinh, nudi
nang, giao duc, tao diéu kién dé tién sinh va moi cong dan, [d] chia sé moi loi ich tot dep trong
kha nang co the dau thé chung toi van cong khal tuyén bo nguyén tac: cong dan Athens nao toi
tudi truong thanh da quan sat, da chung kién t6 chirc chinh tri va luat phap thanh quéc, néu
chung toi khong lam dep long vira y, néu muon cling c6 quyen cudn goi ra di téi bat ky noinao
wa thich. Khong luat phap nao trong ching téi can tro, ngan cam bat ké ai di bat ky noi nao
nguoi d6 muodn, mang theo cua cai, du ai do trong quy vi muon t&i thudc dia cda ching toi, néu
ching toi va thanh quoc khong thoa man, hay di dinh cw lap nghiép noi khac. [e] Trai lai, v&i
bat ké ai trong quy vi & lai noi nay, theo dsi duong 161 chung toi trién khai congly, didu hanh t6
chirc xa hoi, chung t6i xac dinh ngwoi do da dong y voi ching toi lam bat ke cai gi chung toi
yéu cau. Chung toi khang d1nh néu khong tudn theo nguoi do mang toi vi xir su bat cong theo
ba cach: thi nhat vi khong vang 101 chung t6i da ha sinh, nudi nang; thtt hai vi khong tuan theo
ching t6i da bao che, chi dan; va thi ba vi sau khi hita hen tudn theo lai khong tuan theo hodc
khong thuyét phuc chung toi thay doi quyet dinh sao cho thém phan tot dep néu chung toi sai
lam bat luan thé nao. [52a] Dau thé ching to6i chi dé nghi, khong eép budc tho bao lam bat ké cai
gl ching toi yéu cau, ching t6i dua ra hai lwra chon, mot 1a thuyét phuc chung to0i, hai la lam
nhu chung t6i néi, ngwoi do khong lam ca hai. Socrates, ti trang d6 chiing toi khang dinh tién
sinh cling s€ lién déi trach nhiém néu lam nhirng gl dang du dinh; tién sinh sé 1a ngudi toi
khong nhe ma toi rat ning trong s6 dong bao ngudi Athens.

Néu ta héi vi sao néi thé c6 1€ ca hai sé lai gan 6n ton cho hay, thang than chi ro trong dan
Athens ta la ké da dit khoat tan dong, thoa thuan. Ca hai s€ noi: Socrates, [b] chuing t6i co
chirng cé cu thé ca chung toi lan thanh quoc déu cur xtr kh1en tién sinh hai long. Neu thanh
quoc khong thoa man vwot mie, tién sinh sé khéng ¢ noi nay lau dai hon moi ngudi. Tién sinh
chwa bao gio roi thanh pho ra d1 ngoan canh, ngay ca xem lé hoi, trir cé lan téi Eo Dat, va tién
sinh cling chang di dau trur khi ¢ trong quan d01 tham gia chién dlCh Tién sinh cling chang du
lich té1 noi nay noi no, nhw nguoi ta thwong 1am. Hon thé tién sinh ciing khong c6 y mudn tim
hiéu thanh quoc cho nay, co ché& dang kia; tién sinh bang long voi ching t6i va thanh quéc cua
chung t6i. [c] Vi thé tién sinh nhiét tinh chon lya ching t6i, hang hai dong y sinh song nhuw
cong dan voi chung toi. Ngoai biét bao diéu thuin loi tién sinh con sinh con dé cai, suthé
chirng to thanh quoc tam dau y hop véi tién sinh. Ho'n nita, ngay trong phién xu, néu mudn
tién sinh c6 thé dé nghi luu vong nhw hinh phat, va nhiing gi dw dinh lam bay gio khi thanh
quéc khong muon tién sinh c6 thé lam lac thanh qudc muon. Tréi lai, lic d6 dwong duong tu.
dic, té vé than nhién, khong hé buon long néu phal chét, nhu tién sinh ndi, tién sinh chon tuin
tiét thay v1 luu vong. Thé ma bay gio chang may swong sung vl loi 1€ nhw the cting ching thém
ban tim dé y y luat phap chung t6i, tién sinh lai con dw dinh huy diét ching téi. [d] Tién sinh
dang lam diéu ngwoi no 1€ toi té hon hét thu'ong lam: dw dinh cao chay xa bay trai voi Khé woc
va cam két theo dé tién sinh thda thuan song nhuw thanh vién ctia thanh quoc. Vi thé trudc hét
hdy tra 101 dat khoat: nhitng gi ching tdi ndi c6 phai hay khong khi ching toi khang dinh tién
sinh da dong y khéng nhitng bang 101 n6i ma ca viéc lam, séng dwdi quyén chiing t6i? Ching ta
s& tra 1o cau hdi d6 ra sao hé Crito? Chiing ta c6 dong y hay khong?

C. Lam sao hon, Socrates.

S. Luat phap sé néi: Nhw thé tirc la tién sinh vi pham thda wéc va cam két véi chung t6i [e] mac
du khi két luan dong y khong bi ép budc, khong bi danh lira boi bat - ky muu ké nao. Tién sinh
cling khong bi thdi thic quyet dinh voi va trong thoi gian ngan ngui, dang ddng bay mwoi nam
sudt thoi gian do tién sinh co thé roi bd xtr sé ra di néu ching to6i khong théa man, néu théa
wéc khong c6 vé cong binh doi véi tién sinh. Tién sinh khong chon Sparta hodc Crete, c6 lan
tién sinh Ién tiéng bénh vuc luat phap noi nay tot dep, tién sinh cling khong chon bat ky thanh



quoc Hy-lap hay thanh quoc ngoai lai nao. [53a] Trai lai, tién sinh it roi thanh qudc, nguoi que,
ngudi mu, ngwdi tan tit con di nhiéu hon tién sinh. Rd rang vé mat tinh cdm thanh quéc va
luat phap chung toi cling tao diéu kién dé tién sinh hai long gap boi nguoi Athens khac. Boi ai
c6 thé théa man véi thanh quoc khong luat phap? Liéu bay gio sau vu nay tién sinh c6 sé tuan
theo nhitng gi da dong y véi chiing toi khong! Vang, Socrates, tién sinh sé dong y néu tuan theo
y kién ching t6i, nhw thé tién sinh sé khong bi ché cwdi vi roi b thanh quoc ra di.

Vay bay gio hay suy ngam diéu nay. Néu vi pham théa uwér, néu thwe hién sai trai lam sttt mé
long tin, vy ban lwong tam, thir hdi tién sinh sé& lam dworc gi t6t dep cho ban than va ban be?
[b] Pwong nhién ban be sé chlu canh lwu vong, téng khtr khoi thanh quoc tuoe 1ot quyen cong
dan hodc mat hét tai san. Con ban than, Socrates, trudc hét néu mo t&i thanh qudc gan nhat
nhu Thebes hoic Megara vica hai cai tri tot dep, tién sinh sé tro thanh ke thu doi voi ché do
chinh tri noi nay, s6 nguoi ai quoc chan thanh quan tam téi thanh quoc cta ho sé nhin tién
sinh v&i vé ngo vue, lwom nguyt tham nghi tién sinh la ké chuyén nghé pha huy luat phap va
trat tu. P6i v&i bbi tham v tinh tién sinh s€ thira nhany ki€n ctia ho, phan xt, phan xét, tuyén
an tién sinh dang dan, [c] vi ngwdi pha huy luat phap thuong dé bi coi la tao hdu qua tai hai doi
v&i dan chiing, nhat 1a gidi tré va dam dau 6c dan don. Tién sinh c6 y dinh lanh xa thanh quoc
cai tri dang hoang, cw dan van minh ton trong trat ty khong? Néu lam vay doi c6 dang song doi
voi tién sinh hay khong? Tién sinh c6 sé san [ong giao du, chuyén tro véi ho ma khong cam
thay swong sung khong ho? Tién sinh sé st dung ly luan thé nao? Twong ty nhw str dung ¢ day,
dirc d6 va chinh truc la tai san vo gla cua con nguoi, cling nhuw tap quan va luat phap chir gi? [d]
Va tién sinh c6 nghi cung cach cu x{ cia Socrates dé cé vé khong ding dan khong" Chic han ai
cling nghi thé. Tién sinh c6 dinh roi noi nay di Thessaly téi nha ban von la khach cua Crito
khong? Noi do 1a noi thudn tién dé budng tudng, phong dang nay né sung man, phat trién doi
dao, c6 18 ho sé vui vé dén nghe chuyén khoi hai ké tién sinh vwrot nguc phi Iy nhw thé nao, héa
trang ra sao, choang da da thq, stt dung bat ké th& gibonno1é trén chay thuong lam, tom la1
thay hinh dsi dang bé ngoai. Tu6i hang co lai hy, co 1é ch1 con thoi gian ngan ngui dé séng, thé
ma hdm h& bam niu cudc doi to ra khao khat, thém mudn [e] dén do vi pham trang tron quy
luat téi w quan trong, phal chang dod la diéu nguoi doi sé 1oi qua tiéng lai? Co 1é khong, néu tién
sinh khong xdc pham, quay ray ai. Nguoc lai, néu quay ray, xic pham ai, tién sinh s€ nghe
nhiéu chuyén nhuc nha. Cubi cung luén ludn sdn sang tudn lénh, goi da bao vang, tién sinh sé
tang boc, bo d@, nang bi da hang nguoi, tir do keo 1€ cudc doi y hét tén no lé vui choi om som,
ché chén Am i & Thessaly, lam nhw roi bo thanh quoc den do chi de du yé&n hoi, kiém bita an.
[54a] Luc do tién sinh s€ no6i nang ra sao, ching t6i muon b1et vé chmh tryc va duc do khac?
C6 phai tién sinh sé& ndi vi twong lai con cdi tién sinh muon sdng dé nudi nang, gido duc ching
khong? Thuc thé ha? Tién sinh sé dem chung toi Thessaly nham muc dich muén dat, b1en
ching thanh nguoi ngoai quoc de chung ciing c6 thé hwong loi nhw thé cht gi! Hoadc néu tién
sinh khong c6 y dinh nhu thé, gia thir ching s€ dwgc nuoi nang, day do6 & day khi tién sinh con
séng, liéu chung c6 sé duoc nuoi nang, day dd tot dep hon 'khong néu khong co tién sinh, vi di
nhién ban bé sé trong ! nom7 Ho c6 sé trong nom ching khong néu tién sinh di Thessaly, hay la
ho sé& bé mac chiing néu tién sinh di  sang thé gi¢i bén kia? Néu qua thyc co thé tin twdng
ngwdi tw nhan 1a ban be, tién sinh nén nghi [b] thé nao ho ciing lo gitm.

Ling nghe y kién, tin tuong ching t6i, Socrates, vi luat phap ching t6i nudi nang, day do tién
sinh: dung danh gia con cai, cudc doi, hay bat k& cai gl quan trong hon chinh trirc, ngd hau khi
xuong am phu c6 thé vién dan tat ca may thi dé bién glal trwdc mdt nguoi ngu tri noi do. Bé&i &
thé gid¢i nay thuc ra néu cw xr nhu thé, tién sinh sé thay dwong nhuw t khong tot dep, Khong
chinh truc, khong thanh thién,  khong trong sach d01 vo1i tién sinh cling nhuw bat ky ai la ban be
cua tién smh hoac sé chang tot dep gi hon ddi véi tién sinh khi tién sinh téi the gioi do. thng
theo thyc trang sy viéc hién tai, néu ra di bay gio, tién sinh sé ra di vi bi doi xi bat - cong, bat
chinh, nan nhan cuaa sai trai, khong phai do chung t6i luat phap, [c] ma do con nguoi dong bao
tién sinh. Néu tién sinh lan trén ra di theo cach nhuc nha nhuw thé, 1dy bat cong, bat chinh dap
101 bat chinh, bat cong, dem sai trai tra thu trai sai, sau khi vi pham thdoa wdc va cam két vai
chung t6i, sau khi gay ton hai, lam sai trai cho nguoi dang lé chang nén lam sai trai, gdy ton hai
ti nao, nghla la ban than tién smh ban bé tién sinh, xt s& tién sinh va ching t6i, néu tién sinh



lam thé, , chung toi sé phan nd voi tién sinh trong khi tién sinh con s6ng & doi nay, anh em
chung t6i, luat phap am phu, sé khong nhan tw, khong niém né ti€p don tién sinh dwéi do, vi
biét néu c6 thé tién sinh van tim du cach hay hoal chung t6i. Khong, dirng nghe Crito thuyet
phuc, hay nghe ching toi. [d]

Nén hiéu day la tiéng noi, Crito cd tri quy mén, ta dwong nhw nghe thi tham nhé nhe, y hét
tiéng dich don dap do rét vao tai | phap su huyen bi trong con hoang tudng, am ba 1uat phap ly
ludn ngan vang khién ta khong con c6 thé nghe gi khac! D sao nén hiéu hién tai sw thé c6 vé it
nhat 1a thé véi ta, néu tim cach vién dan quan diém nguoec lai t1eng noi do, cO tri phl hoi tén
strc vo ich. Trai lal néu thuc sw nghi nh ndm loi thé cé thé dat két qua tot dep, noi di bacl61.

C. Khong, Socrates, ta chang c6 gi dé noi.

S. Vay thoi két thic cudc chuyén tro, Crito, bac va ta hay lam nhuw ta noéi, [e] vi day la dudng di
than linh dan dit hai ta.



Phaedo

Phaedo ké ngay cudi Socrates & trong ti. Chdp nhdn tw hinh 6ng udng thudc ddc gia tir tdat cd.
Ngay cudivinh biét trdan gian 6ng dm tham di vao céi chét. La nhdn chitng bi kich, bi kich lich st
dong thoi bi kich vdn hoc, dé tir thdn tin cua Socrates, Phaedo vung Elis thuadt lai cho nhém than
hitu ham triét hoc hay sw thé, trong s6 chi c6 Echecrates néu tén va noi chuyén. Péi thoai con ké
cudc dam ludn gita Socrates va Simmias, Cebes, thanh nién thanh quéc Thebes, linh hon sé thé
nao khi con nguoigid tir theglan Cdnh dién ra tai Phlius, thi xd nho man déng béc bén ddo
Peloponnesos. B&i thé vé mdt hinh thirc Phaedo la d6i thoai tuong thudt “hay doi thoai [ trong doi
thogi. Tuy nhién, vé mdt ni dung, Phaedo khéng chi miéu td nhitng gi néiva lam va ciing khéng
chi bay to thai do cdm phuc dbi véi cdi chét qua cdm, hién ngang cua triét gia, Phaedo con nham
dién td niém tin siéu hinh, linh hon bdt tir, khéng thé chirng minh bang Iy ludn, vi Plato hiéu do la
a’leu bdt khd, ma chi cé thé nhdn thirc bang truee gidc. Dua doc gla dén cho chwng kién cdi chét
cua Socrates, song déi thoai khéng phdi bi kich. Boi trudc khiudng th uoc doc Socrates chuyén
tro suét ngay voithdn hitu, lam nhwchang co gi phai bdn tdm. Ong noi vé chét, khéng phai chét
cua ong ma chét ctia con nguwoi, bng khong than van, 6ng chi ddt cdu hoj, nhdt la cdu: ‘Quy htru
cé tin c6 cdi goi la chét khdng? (64c). Tra lori thdc mdc thdn hitu dwa ra éng néi vé linh hon, bdn
chdt linh hon, tinh cdch bdt ti, bdat diét ctia linh hon.

Ngwoi dén voi 6ng trong nha tu gom thdn nhdn va thdn httu. Thdn nhan la vo, con nhé va né 1é
khinha giam mo cira, duong nhw ba nguoi da o4 do voi ong sudét dém. Nhung visg ba khoc loc om
som liic gior cudi cting tién ti, vo'i long thuong cdm thdm kin, 6ng bdo tdt ca di vé. Cé mdt liic do
chitng kién cdnh twong Phaedo thuat lai cho Echecrates va nhom mon sinh triét phdi Pythagore
¢ Phlius hay. Phaedo la nguoi thanh quoc Elis man Tdy xi¥ sé. Bi bat lam tu binh trong cudc giao
chién, dem vé Athens lam né 1¢, nho co ngudi bo tién ra chudéc nén duworc tw do, Phaedo tré thanh
mén sinh than thiét ctia Socrates Khi sw phu qua doi, Phaedo vé qué lap trwang day triét hoc.
Truoc gio tho hinh than hitu gom chin nguoiAthens, ba nguoi Thebes, hai nguoi Megara, hai
nguoidang & Aegina, Plato vang mdt vi Om, trong s6 co Apollodorus la khdc thuong, nén nao,
nong ndy, bop chép nhw dan ba. Tdt cd déu tré tudi, ham hoc, tham gia triét phdi khdc nhau, trie
Crito, bo dé Critobulus. Ldo nhdn la chu dién giau co, cuong true, tir té lwong thién, thang thén
noi tiéng khdp thanh quoc Ldo nhan la ban gia, chi thiét clia Socrates. Ba nguoi Thebes ld
Phaedondas, Cebes va Simmias. Nguoi thir nhdt la dé tir trung thanh cta Socrates, hai nguoi kia
la mén sinh ctia Philolaus, mét nhdnh triét phdi Pythagore. Trong déi thoai hai ‘nguwoi chuyén tro
voi Socrates, vi thé dam ludn mang boi cdnh va khéng khi Pythagore. Tin Iy triét phdi thdt kho
miéu td & day Chi xin néi hét strc so lwoc. Thuéd dé tin lyphat trién rong rdiva tach biét theo
chiéu hwéng khdac nhau. C6 nhém chi chdm chii vao viéc thurc hién ton gido, c6 nhom nghzeng
han vao viéc nghién ctru toan hoc, c6 nhom gom Cebes va Simmias chi quan tdm t&i viéc tim hiéu
ngoai gioi. Du thé nao, néu khéng phdi tdt cd, da s6 déu bin rin véi hai gido ly giang day trong
truong phdi nguyén thiy: linh hén chuyen sinh tir thé xdc sang the xdc va nhan thiec o thé gici
nay la hoi twdng vat thé & theglal trwdec kia, theglo'l Iy tinh, thé gioi thuc tai, theglm hinh trang.
Tuy nhién, ddu khdc biét vé kién thitc va tin nguwdng, song sé nguoi trong doi thoal déu xiic dong
cao do trwéc viéc két dn va quyét dinh tir hinh Socrates.

Ngwoi sau biét cudc doi va triét ly ctua éng nho bén nguon tin dwong thoti: (1) hi hoa cua kich gia
Aristophanes, (2) hoi ky Memorabilia va sdng tdac cua vdn gia Xenophon, (3) doéi thoai ctia triét
gia Plato, va (4) truoc tdc ctia triét gia Aristote. Tuy thé, moi nguoi twong thudt mot cdch, div
kién khong mayglong nhau. Nguoinghe khong ré ai ndam bdt sw that trong doii triét gia khé hiéu.
Ngu'm cudi cuing trong bon tdc gid vira ké ké ' rang Socrates la nguoi ¢ ddu tién quy dinh dinh nghia
va phwong phdp quy nap trong bién ludn, va nhdn xét triét th uyet vé Hinh trang ctia Socrates dp
dung véi triét thuyét cua Pythagore vé con so. Nhu'ng ra doi muwoildm ndm sau sau khi Socrates
qua doi, begl cling phan nao khdng gan thuc té Aristote chi lwa chon nhdn dinh nao ctia tién boi
thich hop vdi du kién clia minh. Xenophon té ra muén bdo vé va bién hé Socrates trwdc diéu ong
tiéng ve, song khéng thwe sw hiéu déi twong. Ong it c6 thi gior gén doi tuong, mdy ndm cudi doi doi



tuwgng dng lai bdn viéc chién chinh. Nam 401, 6ng gia nhdp lyc lwgng vii trang do Cyrus con thir
vua Ba-tw to chirc nham lat dé anh rudt chiém ngaivang sau khivua cha bdng ha, mdc du
Socrates can ngan. Phiéu Iwru vién chinh thdm bai, tran Cunaxa ddm mdu, thanh nién muu do
vuong quyén mdt mang, doan qudn tan rd. Cuing van binh si éng lang thang khdp Mesopotamia,
tdy bac Iraq bay gio, vung ddt nam gitta song Tlgrls va séng Euphrates tim duong ra Hac Hdai ba
nam sau moive toi Hy-lap. Do vdy thénao chang xa thwc té, Néeu qud thwce vo hai nhw Xenophon
miéu td, Socrates sé chang bao gio khién nguori doi ban tdm suy nghi, chdng bao gicr ché ngur tdm
tri Plato va cling chang bao gio la doi tuong nguoi thanh qudc Athens truy t6, ham hai.
Arzstophanes la nha van hiéu biét va thdn hiru gan guivoiSocrates. Hai muoilam nam truoc
ngay tho hinh hai kich bam mdy miéu ta ng ngoi trong chiéc thiing treo litng loo nhom ngo sw
vdt, nghlen cttu thién nhién, suy tw trén troi dudi bién. Nhuw vy kich gia chi nham ngao gieu mdu
nguoidi hom bdt do xudt hlen trong thoi dai. Plato gdn thuc té hon cd. D6i thoai cuia éng phdn
dnh néu khong phdi tdt cd thi ciing phan nao sy that, nguoi duong thoi khéng hé phan bac hay
ché bai. Trong Phaedo ngudi hoi va nguoi nghe déu cho rang Socrates hiéu biét sdu réng, tir trlet
gia cung triét thuyét vé vii tru, vat ly dén trudc tdc vey khoa, dm nhac. Va y nghia hon hét, ngoai
viéc tuong thudt trung thuec, hap dadn, cé thé noi rat nghé thuat bi kich c6 mot khong hai trong
lich str nhdn loai, cdichét bi hung, vl dy, v6 wu cua sw phy, si i phu thdi do cwong quyet bdt khudt
trwdc cwong quyen Plato con de cdp giai phdp cho van de hé trong néu trong doi thoai do chuyen
bién bén trong tam tri Socrates ti quan tam ban ddu vé nguyén nhan vdt ly dén tim hiéu vé sau
bdn chdt ctia nguyén nhdn va thuc thé.

Nhéan vat trong d6i thoai

Phaedo, nguoi ké

Echecrates, ngwoinghe, canh & Phlius
Socrates

Apollodorus

Simmias

Cebes

Crito )

Cai tt, n6 1é hdu ha Mwoi Mot Ong

Phaedo

Cdnh: nha tu giam Socrates; noi ké: Phlius

Echecrates [57a] Phaedo, quy nhan c6 mat bén Socrates vao hom tién sinh uodng thudc doc
trong tu, hay c6 nguoi ké chuyen do6 cho quy nhan hay?

Phaedo. Bi nhan c6 mat tai do, Echecrates.

E. Tién sinh noi g trudc khi chét? Tién sinh chét nhw thé nao? Tién nhan nao nitc muon nghe.
Dao nay it thay dong bao tir Phlius t&i tham Athens, va ké cling 1au roi day hiém gdp du khach
tir Athens dén day ké cho ngd boi hay chuyén dién ra thuc su thé nao, [b] trir diéu tién sinh
udng thudc doc roi trit hoi thé cudi cling, vay thoi, khong ai hay biét gi hon.

P. Quy hitu [58a] cling khdong nghe néi vu xtt dién ra thé nao ha?

E. Co, c6 ngwdri ndi cho ngd boi hay chuyén do, song ngd boi c6 cam twdng hinh nhw sau khi vu
xt didn ra kha 1au tién sinh mé&i vinh biét ngd béi. Tai sao lai thé hé Phaedo?

P.Do ngau nhién, trung hop ky la, Echecrates a. Ngay truwdc hom dién ra vu xtt, theo thong Ié,
nguwoi ta lam 1é choang hoa mii thuyen dan thanh quéc Athens phai di Delos.

E. Chiéc nao vay?

P. Chiéc trén d6 c6 lan téi ddo Crete, dan Athens noi, Theseus mang theo hai nhom bay vat té
than. Theseus ctru song s6 ngudi d6 va ca ban than. [b] Chuyén ké vi thé ho hita véi Apollo néu



nan nhan dwoc cttu song hang nam ho sé ctt thuyén téi Delos. Tir d6 dén nay nam nao ho ciing
ctr phai doan t&i d6 ta on than linh. Ho ra diéu luat qui dinh trong Khi thuyen thi hanh str mang
thanh quéc phai gitk gin tinh khiét, khong hanh hinh ti toi, ma phai cho toi khi thuyen hoan tat
hanh trinh t&i Delos, roi tré vé Athens, hanh trinh déi khi kéo dai néu gio lon ngan chan. St
mang bat dau khi tu s nhan danh Apollo [c] choang hoa lén miii thuyen swviécdiénra tinh co,
nhw bi nhdn noi, ngay truéc vu xtr tién sinh. 6 la ly do tai sao tién sinh ¢ trong tu lau thé tir
hom xét xtt d&n ngay hanh hinh.

E. Tién sinh chét thuc swra sao hé Phaedo? Tién sinh néi gi? Tién sinh lam gi? Trong s6 than
hitu c6 nguoi nao bén tién sinh khong? Hay chinh quy#én lao xa khong cho phép bang hitu hién
dién, vi thé tién sinh lia doi khdong ban bé bén canh?

P. 0, khong. [d] Mot s6 c6 mat, thuc ra, kha dong.

E. 0, vay vui long cho ngo boi hay sy viéc dién ra thuc sy va diy du thé nao, néu quy nhan
khong qua ban giai quyét viéc can kip.

P. Bi nhan khéng ban chuyén gi, bi nhan sé cb gang miéu ta cho quy hiru nghe day du, vi khong
c6 gi thu vi cho bang hoi twdng Socrates trong tam tri, du chinh minh néi vé tién sinh hay nghe
ngudi khac lam diéu twong tu.

E. Chic chin trong trwong hop nhu thé nguoi nghe sé€ y hét quy nhan, Phaedo a. Vay khoi su,
twong thuit cho ngd boi hay day du chi tiét cang chinh xac cang quy hoa.

P. Vang, bi nhan sé c6 gang. Hién dién & d6 bi nhan thay rd rang cam giac hét strc la lung. [e]
Bé&i khong sao tin noi ching kién cai chét bén 1 giuong cua nguoi la than hiru chi thiét, bi nhan
khong c6 cdm nghi thwong hai. Vi ca thai d 1an ngon tu déu biéu 16 sung suwdéng nguoi doé tora
cuwong quyet hién ngang Vlnh biét coi doi, khong may may so sét, Echecrates a. B&i thé bi
nhén c6 cam tudng ngay ca di sang thé gioi bén kia nguoi do cling mang theo phuc lanh, buéc
theo tleng goi thiéng liéng. [59a] Bi nhan con c6 cam twdng khi toi d6 nguwoi do sé hanh phuc
tran tré, thanh cong tron ven, con nguoi chua hé hay biét! b la Iy do tai sao bi nhan khong c6
cam nghl thwong hai, cdm nghi duong nhu ty nhién trong noi buén da diét quy hiru thuong
thiy vao dip trang nghlem nhu thé, dong thoi _cling khong c6 cam nghi vui mirng ngd boi
thwcng kinh qua khi dam luan triét hoc, vi triét hoc la chu dé ngd boi ban ludn, song bi nhan cé
cam xuc ky la, cam xtc khac thlro'ng, khong sao hiéu ndi pha tron la lung cung luc ca vui lan
budn lic bi nhan hinh dung nguoi do sap stra vinh biét moi ngwdi, gia tw vinh vién coi doi.
Than httu hién dién déu xuc dong twong tw, cé lac cwoi, ¢ luc khdc, dac biét Apollodorus, quy
hitu biét con ngwdi va cung cach chir?

E. Di nhién biét, sao khong! [b]

P.0,bdc 10 cam xdc dwong dot, dwong sw nirc né tham thiét, bi nhan boi roéi hét sirc, than hiru
cling sitng so.

E. Nguwoi hién dién la ai héd Phaedo?

P. A, dan dia phwong ngoai Apollodorus, bi nhan vira ké, con cé Critobulus, than phu anh nay,
ca Hermogenes Epigenes, Aeschines, Antisthenes nita. 0, dung roi, Cte51ppus khu Paeania,
Menexenus cung may nguwoi dia phu'(rng Néu bi nhan khong [am chéc hin Plato bi 6m.

E. C6 nguoi la khong hé?
P. C6, Simmias, Cebes, Phaedondas tir Thebes, [c] va Euclides, Terpsion tir Megara.

E. Thé Aristippus, Cleombrotus khong c6 mat u?



P. Khéng. Nghe néi hinh nhw hai ngw¢i dang & Aegina.
E. Con c6 ai nira?

P. Bi nhan nghi s6 nguwoi c6 vay thoi.

E. A, vay theo quy nhan chuyén dién ra thé nao?

P. Bi nhan sé c6 ging ké quy hitu hay tir ddu. May ngay trudc cung may than hiru ngay nao bi
nhan cling to1 tham tién sinh. Khoang rang déng ng6 bdi tu tap gan toa an, noi dién ra vuxtu,
[d] khéng xa nha tu. Ngay nao ciling phai cho, , trong khi cho ngo boi chuyén van, lao xa khong
mo ctra so'm, vi gac tu cd y tri hodn. Lao xa vira m¢ cira ngo boi vao gap tirc thi, roéi & lai gan hét
ngay voi tién sinh. Hom do ngay ddc biét gap nhau kha so¢m, sém hon thuong 1e do chiéu hom
trwoe lac roi lao xa [e] hay tin thuyen tir Delos vira tré vé, ngd boi dan nhau dén chd thuong
gdp cang som cang tot. Lic ngd boi téi nguoi gac cong bita truéc khi nghe t1eng go thuong cho
vao, bira nay lai bao phai cho' mot lat chirng nao bao vao mai vao. Nguoi gac cong noi: Muoi
Mot On dang ¢ trong phong giam, thao xieéng va noi cho Socrates hay bita nay ti toi sé chét
nhu thé nao. Lat sau nguoi gac cong di ra bao bay gio ngod boi ¢ the di vao. [60a] Ngo boi thay
tién sinh vira dwoc thao xiéng, Xanthippe, quy hiru biét ba cht, ng01 bén canh, tay bong con
nhé dit trén vé dui. Chot thay ngo b6i ba bat khéc, vira nitc né vira thot 1oi nhw phy nit thwong
lam: O, Socrates, day la Tan cudi than hiru dén chuyen tro véi anh va lan cu01 anh ngoi tro
chuyen véi than hira! Tién sinh dwa mit nhin Crito rdi néi: Bac bao di¥a nao duwa nha tdi vé
nha.

Crito sai mdy gia nhan dan ba di; ba tlep tuc [b] kéu khéc tham thiét, ddm nguc thum thup. Ba
di r6i tién sinh m&i nhom day ngoi trén giwong, co chin sai tay xoa toi xoa lui, vira xoa vira
noi: Cac quy hitu oi, cam giac con ngwoi thuwong goi la ‘th vi’ xem ra co6 vé ky la lién hé dac
biét lam sao ma ban chat duong nhu gan giii cam giac doi nghlch ménh danh kho chiu’! Con
nguoi khong thé c6 ca hai cung mot lic. Tuy nhién, néu theo dudi ma bat dwoc cam giac nay,
con nguoi luén luén hau nhu cling tom duwoc cam gidc kia; than hinh 1a hai, song ndi lién véi
nhau b&i mot cai dau. BAn nhin dam chac néu suy ngam vé diém nay thé nao Aesop ciing sé
sang tac ba1 ngu ngon | ké chuyén, dai y thé nay: [c] than linh mu6n L dung hoa tinh trang doi
nghich cua hai cam giac, song thay khong the thu*c hién, b&i thé no6i hai diu véi nhau, cho nén
khi con ngwoi c6 cam gidc nay, cam giac kia sé theo sau. Su thé dwong nhu dang dién ra véi
ban nhan ddng hét nhuw thé. Vi xiéng nén chan khé chiu, bay gio hinh nhuw thi vi theo sau.

Nghe thay thé Cebes lién chen loi: Troi o, ddng thé, may qua tién sinh nhic tén Aesop khién
tien phu swc nhé. Hom kia Evenus hoi tién phu, nhw nhiéu nguoi hoi trwde do, [d] cai gi thuc
day tién sinh Iam tho sau khi vao nha tu, trudc day chwa bao gio tién sinh lam tho, d01 ngu
ngon cua Aesop thanh tho trix tinh, lai con sang tac tan ca dé cao Apollo nita. Vidy néu mudn
tién phu c6 thé tra 101 Evenus khi du'ong sw nhac lai cAu hoi, theo cho tién phu biét thé nao
dwong sw cling sé& héi, xin tién sinh cho tién phu hay tra 1&i ra sao.

Ctr noi su that cho dwong sw hay, Cebes, tién sinh dap, lam thé ban nhan khong cd y thi tai véi
thi st hay ganh dua cung | thi ca cla 6ng, vi ban nhan hiéu sy thé khong dé chut nao. Lam vay
trai lai ban nhan chi muon tim hiéu y ynghia gidc mo da trai qua, dong thoi giadi téa tim tu [e]
khoi thac mac phong truong hop giac mo doi hoi ban nhan thyc hién loai nghé thuat twong tu.
Gidc mo thé nay. Van giac mo thuong dén nhiéu lan trong qua khtt, hinh dang khac nhau, thoi
gian khac nhau, ltic thé nay, lic thé no, song luén ludn néi diéu twong tu: Socrates, thuc hién
nghé thuit va trau doi nghé thuat do! Trong qué khir ban nhan thwon nghl gidc mo chi thi,
khuyén nhti ban nhan tiép tuc cong trinh hang theo duoi, nhu khan gid hoi thuc, khuyen khich
Iuc si chay dua trong cudc tranh tai. Ban nhan nghi gidc mo théi thic ban nhan sang tac nghé
thuat ban nhan dang thuc hién, [61a] vi ban nhan nghi triét hoc la nghé thudt cao siéu hon hét,
ban nhan bo ca cudc doi theo dudi.

Nhung bay gid, sau vu xtt, khi 1& hdi cdm ta than linh dinh hodn hanh hinh, bdn nhan cdm thiy



colé glac mo doi hdi thuc hién nghé thuat pho thong nhw the ban nhan khong thé trai loi ma
phai sang tac thi ca. Ban nhan tham nghi 'khéng nén roi noi nay ra di chtrng nao chuwa thoa man
tam tw lam tho chan thanh dap 101 giac mo. [b] Vi thé ban nhan bat dau sang tac tan ca ngoi ca
thin linh trong 16 hoi hién tai. Sang tac tan ca xong xuoi ban nhin thim nhu thi si, néu xung
dang la thi siva qua thuec 1a thi sf, phai sang tac theo dé tai twdng twong, khong theo dé tai cu
thé. Vi ban than khong phai nguoi ké chuyén huyén thoai, ban nhan chon chuyén ban nhan
biét, chuyén san sang trong tam tay, ngu ngdn quen thuoc clia Aesop, roi chuyén déi ngu ngon
ddu tién bat gdp thanh bai tho. K& chuyén nay cho Evenus hay, Cebes, thay ban nhan noi gium,
cau mong dwong sy hanh phuic tran tre, thanh cong tron ven, nh& dan dung quén, néu khon
ngoan, dwong su nén chay theo ban nhan cang sé'm cang quy. Ban nhan sé ra di hdm nay, chic
vay, ngudi thanh qudc Athens quyét dinh nhu thé. [c]

Simmias néi: O, Socrates, 1o khuyén gtri Evenus ky la qua tién sinh! Ha nhan da gap nhiéu lan
trudc day, song theo chd ha nhan quan sat, dwong sw sé khong san sang lam theo y kién tién
sinh dau.

Sao lai thé, tién sinh ti€p 1oi, Evenus c6 phai triét gia khong?
Ha nhan nghi phai, Simmias dap.

Vay thé nao Evenus ciing sé sdn sang mudn chét nhuw bat ky ai nghién ctru trlet hoc xirng dang
mang danh triét gia. Tuy nhién, c6 Ié dwong suw sé khong str dung bao lic voi ban than vl nguoi
ta ndi lam vay la khong hop phap Trong ldc ndi tién sinh ha chan xuéng dat, roéi c& ngdi nhw
thé dén khi két thic chuyén tro. [d]

Bay gio Cebes mai cat tiéng hoi: Socrates, tién sinh mudn néi gi khi bao st dung bao lyc voi
ban than I1a khong chinh dang, mac du triét gia sé san sang di theo than hitu sap stra tir gia coi
doi?

Vay Cebes, sudt thoi gian giao du véi Philolaus quy hitu va Simmias chwa hé nghe néi diéu nhuw
thé hay sa0?

Tuyét nhién khong, tién sinh.

A, thye ra diéu ban nhan biét ciing chi la tin don; dau thé khong ngai keé lai quy hitu hay do vo
tinh nghe th4y. Ban nhan nghi d6i véi nguoi sap stra roi bo thé gioi nay ra di c6 18 ' khong co gl
thich hop cho bang hoi han, chuyén tro vé chuyén du hanh, tim hi€u quan niém cta ngo boi vé
cudc doi mai sau, dong thoi ¢6 gang tuong tuong cudc doi do thé nao. Le] Thir hdi con ngudi
c6 thé 1am gi hon thé trong khoang th&i gian tir bay gior dén lic mét troi chim 13n?

Tién sinh, xin cho tién phu hay can ctr vao ddu ma noi ty sat la khong phai phép? Vi tién sinh
hoi nén noi that, tién phu da nghe Philolaus phu nhan viéc ty sat khi triét gia t&i tham Thebes,
va tién phu cling nghe nguoi khac noi diéu twong tu, nhung tién phu chwa hé nghe ngudi nao
giai thich ranh rot van de.

Ch¢& voi nan 1 long, tién sinh noj, co 1€ ngay nao d6 quy hitu sé nghe. Nhung [62a] néu bay gio
ban nhan néi diéu nay chic hin quy hitu sé€ ngac nhién, don gian, tuyét doi, khong co ngoai l¢,
khong co cau tra 161 dirt khoat, ban nhan muén ndij, khong he giong bat ky dleu nao lién hé toi
con nguoi, thue ra c6 lic va cé ngudi doi véi ho chet swong hon sdng. Voi nguoi mudn thé, ban
nhan nghi diéu khién quy hitu ngac nhién 3 ay la néu ban nhan néi tw tao cho minh viéc tot dep
nhuw the 1a phi dao, trai phép, thay vi nguwoi dé phai chd an nhan xa la ra tay tro gitp.

0, troi o, ding thé, Cebes cudi ling 18, thot 1o, giong dia phuwong!

bung vay, Socrates tlep loi, néi nhw thé ¢ vé phily, [b] song c6 1€ noi nhu thé cling hitu ly. Bi€u
twong ngu ngon, giao ly huyen bi thi thdm bi méit thé nay: Con ngwdi chi la ti nhan trong nha



tu kin cong cao twong, con nguoi khong co quyén dao thoat hodc gidi phéng ban than. Ban
nhan thay gido ly sau sac, hiéu biét day di xem ra khong dé. Tuy thé, Cebes o1, bAn nhan nghi
gido ly dién ta khéo léo, chan thwc: than linh 1a nguoi bao vé ngd béi, ngd boi 1a nguoi thudc vé
than linh. Chang hay quy hitu c6 nghi thé khong?

Thwa ¢, Cebes dap.

Quy hitu c6 noi gian khong néu mot trong sO vat s¢ hiru cua quy hitu ty sat [c] khi quy hitu
chwa biéu thi dau hiéu quy hitru mong muén vat s& hiru dé chét? Néu cé thé trirng phat quy
hitu c6 trirng phat hay khong?

Chac chan, Cebes néi.

Vay néu quy hiru noi thé nay ban nhan nghi c6 1é hoply. Con nguoi khong co quyen chim dut
cudc doi ma phai cho téi khi than linh ban chi ddu can thiét, nhw vira truyén giri ban nhan truc
dién ldc nay.

Thua, dwong nhu vay, Cebes tiép 1oi. Tuy nhién, diéu tién sinh [d] vira néi triét gia san long va
san sang chét nghe c6 vé phi ly, tiénsinh a, néu dleu ngo bdi phat biéu lic ndy hop ly, nghia 13,
than linh 1a ngwoi bao vé ngo boi, ngo boi 1a tai san cda than linh. Xem ra khong hop 1y khi noi
ngudi khon ngoan ching nén cu tuyét tir bé dich vu chii nhan tuyét hao diéu hanh, vi nguoi
khon ngoan khong nghi khi duoc tw do ngudi khon ngoan sé co thé trong nom ban than tét dep
hon than linh. Ké d4n don sé dé dang nghit thé, nén bang moi cach phai tron thoat chu nhan; ké
do s€ khong suy ngam ching nén chay £rén chii nhan tot bung [e] ma nén ¢ lai voi 6ng cang lau
cang quy, boi chay tron la dién ro. Trai lai, nguoi tinh tdo luén lu6n mudn song véi nguoi sang
sudt hon minh. Boi thé, tién sinh o1, cai nguoc voi cai vira néi ro rang la that; nguoi khon
ngoan sé rau ri chip nhan ké dan don sé vui mirng don nhan cai chét.

Bi nhan nghi khi nghe cdu ndi Socrates c6 vé hai long vi Cebes hoi ha dap loi. Liéc nhin ngo boi
tién sinh néi nhé nhe: Quy hitu thay khong, Cebes luon luén tim kiém ly luan dé chéng doi,
[63a] song khong sdn 1ong chdp nhan thuyét phuc tirc thi du ai phat biéu thé nao.

Simmias gop 16i: Nhung, tién sinh o1, ha nhan nghi thuc ra lIan nay Cebes c6 ly khi phat biéu.
Tai sao nguoi thwe swkhén ngoan la1 muén tranh né dich vu chti nhan t6t dep hon chinh ho
thé hién, va tir bé chil nhan dé dang ‘dén thé? Ha nhan nghl Iy luan nhw vay la Cebes nham tién
sinh, vi tién sinh tim cach tir bé ngd bdi qua w dé dang, dong thoi tir bd ca than linh nita, tién
sinh cong nhan la chd nhan tot bung.

biéu quy hitu va Cebes noi nghe chi phai, Socrates dap. Ban nhan [b] thdm hiéu hai quy hitu
mudn noi ban nhan phai bién gidi bac bé diéu nay, lam nhw ban nhin dang dirng trudc toa.

Puong nhién tién sinh phai lam viy, Simmias tiép loi.

Vay dé ban nhan bién giai trwdc hai quy hitu thuyét phuc hon truéc boi thAm phién xtr nha.
Simmias va Cebes o1, néu ban nhan khong hy vong trudc hét tim gdap than linh khon ngoan, tot
bung, tlep d&n thé nhan da qua do1i cling tot bung hon thé nhan con & noi day, chac hdn ban
nhan sai lam vi khong buo6n rau khi chét. Nhung sw thé 1, hai quy hitu cit yén chi ban nhan hy
vong nhap bon voi ngudi tw té, dang hoang.[c] Ban nhan sé khong dac biét mong mudn diém
nay, song diém khac khdng dlnh vo1 hai guy htru ban nhan sé wéc ao bing dwoc, ban nhan sé
tim thay cht nhan thiéng liéng hét strc tot bung. b6 1a ly do tai sao ban nhan khong dit muc cw
tuyét, tai sao ban nhan hy vong twong lai tot dep cho doi sau khi con nguoi vinh biét the gian,
nhu ngo boi tirng nghe noi biét bao nam rong, twong lai t&t dep gap bdi danh cho ngwdi hién
lanh, tir té hon ke doc ac, xau xa.

A, Socrates, y kién tién sinh thé€ nao? Simmias h01 Tién sinh cé dinh giit rit niém tin nhw thé
khong khi tir bd ngd bdi, hay ciing muén chia sé véi ngd b6i? Ha nhan nghi dé 1a ngudn vui dic



biét cling danh cho ngo boi, [d] dong thoi do sé 1a bién gii tién sinh thuc hién néu nham
thuyét phuc ngd boi nhitng gi tién sinh té bay.

U, ban nhan sé co gang, 6ng dap, song trudc khi bat dau ngd bdi dé y xem Crito hién dién & day
dwong nhuw muon néi doi diéu chéc lat.

Chi c6 thé nay, bac oi, Crito noi, ngwoi sé dua thudc ddc cho bac vira hoi chuyén kha lau dan ta
bao bac ndi it thoi, cang it cang tot; nguoi dé ndi noi nh1eu co thé sé nong, [e] co thé néng sé
anh hwéng tac dung ctia thuoc doc. Néu khong doi khi can phan lwong thi hai, ¢6 lic phan
lwong thir ba.

D6 la viéc ctia anh ta, Socrates dap. Cr d€ anh ta pha ché dé st dung hai hodc ba Ian néu can.

Ta biét chac thé nao bac ciing sé ndi thé, Crito ti€p 101, nhung ngwoi dé ¢k ndm chat dan téi
dan lui.

Ké anh ta, ban tdm lam gi, Socrates noi. Bdy gio quay lai voi hai quy hiry, boi thAm phan xét toi
trang. Ban nhan mudén giai thich hai quy hiru hay do6i véi ban nhan ty nhién lam sao khi mot
nguoi thye sy hy sinh cudc doi cho triét hoc sé vui vé don nhan cai chét, tin tuong tim thay
nguon vui 16m lao & thé gioi ti€p theo khi cudc doi ngudi d6 chdm dikt. [64a] Ban nhan sé co
gang néi ro hai quy hitu twong, Simmias va Cebes a, lam sao sw thé lai c6 thé nhu thé.

Nguwoi binh thwong trong nhan loai hinh nhw khong biét muc dich duy nhat clia nguoi thuc sw
dan than tim hiéu triét hoc ding cach, truc tlep va tw nguyén, 1a stra soan ban than de chet va
dén nhan cai chét. Néu dé 1a su that, néu sudt doi thu'c suw trong cho cai chét, khi sw 6 ho stra
soan, trong chd bay lau ap téi ma lai khuwéc tir thi qua that 1a phily.

Simmias vira cwoi vira néi: Troi dat oi, tién sinh Jam ha nhan phi cudi, méc du trong tham tam
lc nay chang mudn ti nao. Ha nhan tham nht néu nghe tién sinh néi da so nguoi binh thuwong
[b] s€ nghi, dong bao cung xt SO Vi ngo b6i sé nhiét tinh dong y, diéu miéu ta triét gia rat hay:
triét gia thue sw co y dinh mudn chét, va phan 1én ho thira hiéu, du khong nhin thy, chét 1a cai
triét gia xirng dang dén nhan.

Ho néi ding d6, Simmias, trir diéu ho khang dinh trong suy tu ho c6 thé vuot xa triét gia. Ho
khong thé nhin thay theo cach nao triét gia thuc sw cé y dinh mudn chét, theo nghia ndo triét
gia xtrng dang dén nhan cai chét, hay loai chét nao triét gia xtrng dang dén nhan. [c] Nhung
thoi bé qua chuyén ho, quay vé chuyén ngd bsi. Quy hitu cé tin cé cai goi 1a chét khong?

C6 chtt, chdc chan, Simmias dap, chuin bi tw thé tra 1o1.

Phai chang chét chi 1a linh hon roi bo thé xac? C6 that chét chang qua chi 13, n6i mot cach cu
thé, tinh trang thé xac tw né tach roi linh hon va tinh trang linh hon tw né tach biét thé xac? Co
phal chét chang 1a gi ma chi 1a vy khong?

Khoéng, thwa khong, chi la vay.

Thé thi, quy hitu tré trung oi, suy ngam xem cO thé chia sé quan niém voi ban nhan chang, vi
lam vay sé dan ngd boi toi chd am twong diéu ngo b6i dang tim hiéu. [d] Quy hitu c6 nghf triét
gia nén quan tam t¢i thu vui ménh danh tha vui am thuc khong?

Khong, chang nén, Simmias dap.
Thu vui xac thit thi sao?
Chang nén ti nao.

Thé con thi vui lién hé t&i viéc phuc vu thin thé thi thé nao? Quy hitu c6 nghi ngwdi nhw thé



danh gia cao thi vui d6 khéng? Ban nhéan mudén noi ao choang long 14y, giay dép sang trong,
trang strc ddc biét. Quy hiru nghi nguoi nhuw thé quy trong hay coi thwong vat dung vira ké, trir
truedng hop bat kha khang, khong c6 khong duoc? [e]

Ha nhan nghi triét gia chan thwc coi nhe miy th do.

Quy hitu c6 nght, tién sinh tiép loi, thong thuong nguwoi nhw thé quan tAm t&i khong phai thé
xac ma dén mikc tdi da roi bo thé xac quay vé vai linh hén khéng?

Thua, co.

Nhu vay truéc hét diéu dé cho thdy ré rang khac han moi nguoi trong nhan loai triét gia tim
da cach [65a] tach linh hon khéi thé xac?

Dwong nhu thé.

Nguoi khong tim thu vui trong thir nhw thé, Simmias, khong coi trong thir nhw vay la nguoi da
s6 thé nhin nghi khéng dang s6ng ma dang chét; nghla la ngudi khong quan tam téi thu vui
thé xac.

biéu tién sinh néi qua w chi ly.

Con viéc s& dac cu thé hi€u biét thi sao? Thé xac c6 1a chudng ngai khong khi con nguoi két
hop thé x4c trén dlrcmg tim ki€ém hiéu biét? Ban nhan muon noi, chang han, con nguoi co tim
thay suw that trong viéc nhin, viéc nghe khong? [b] Ngay ca hang ngii thi si cling chang bao gio
cho biét - ngod b6i khong nhin hodc nghe cai gi chinh xacva chac chan. Néu hai giac quan do
khong rod rét hodc chinh xac, giac quan con lai cua ngod boi kho long chinh x4c, vi so ra thdy déu
yé&u kém. Quy hitu c6 nghi vay khong?

Thuwa, chac chan.

Vay, tién sinh hoi, khi nao linh hon nidm bit sy that? Vi bt ké khi nao dinh tim hiéu cai gi ma
nho thé xac gidp d& thé ndo linh hon ciing bi thé xac danh lira.

Vang, dung thé. [c]

C6 phai trong qua trinh vin dung suy tw, néu qua thwc can thiét, linh hon nhin thwec tai ré rang
khong?

Thuwa, phai.

Puwong nhién linh hon cé thé suy tw tuyét voi khi khdng bi da thir cdm giac qudy nhiéu nhw
nghe, nhin, dau kho, vui swéng, nghia la khi Ia chinh minh, khi roi bo thé x4c, khi tranh xa moi
tiép xtc, moi két hop vat chit trén duwong di tim thuec tai.

Vang, chic vay.

bén lic do ciing vay, coi nhe, lanh xa thé xac, [d] linh hon triét gia tim cach tw tai biétlap vala
chinh minbh.

Dwong nhu thé.

Thé ciu héi sau day thi sao h¢ Simmias? Ngo boi c6 cong nhin diéu nhw thé 1a chan tuyét
d6i khong? Hay ngo boi khéng cong nhan?

Troi dat oi, co.



Ca m¥ tuyét doi va thién tuyét d6i chi?

Di nhién.

Quy hitu da bao gi¢ nhin thiy diéu nhw thé bang mat chwa?
Thua, chua.

0, quy httu co hiéu biét diéu nhw thé bang giac quan khac khong? Noi diéu nhu thé ban nhan
muon néi khong nhiing chiéu cao, strc khae, strc luc tuyét déi, ma ban chat thwce sw ctia bat ky
sw vat nao, su vat dé thuc chatla g17 [e] CO pha1 qua thé xac ngo b6i s& ddc nhan thirc chan
thuc vé swvat khong" Vacé phai trong bat ké tim hiéu nao quy hitu ciing hau nhuw dat t&i hiéu
biét s vat tuong ung voi mirc o quan tam va chinh xac quy hitu da chuan bi dé hiéu sy vat dé
trong chinh né khong?

Thuwa, chac vay.

Quy hitu c6 nghi ngwoi dat thanh cong trong du dinh nay chachanla nguoi ti€p can suw vat
cang xa cang quy voi tu duy thuan tuy, khong st dung thi giac trong suy tuong, [66a] hoac 16i
kéo bat Kky giac quan nao trong suy luan, nguoi theo du01 sw that bang cach ing dung tu twong
thuan tdy, trinh nguyén vao sy vat thuan tuy, trinh nguyén, cat du't ban than cang nhiéu cang
tot khoi con mat, cap tai ciing moi thit cia thé xac, vi thé xac quay nhiéu linh hon, ngan chdn
linh hon dat téi sw that va hiéu biét trong sang? Simmias o1, c6 phai ngwdi nay 1a ngudi sé tién
t&i thuce tai khong?

Thuwa, diéu tién sinh néi tuyét d6i ding, Simmias dap.

biéu vira k€, Socrates tiép loi, dwong nhién sé thic day triét gia chan thuc suy tw [b] roi trao
d61 véi nhau thé nay: Xem ra dwcrng nhu c6 duong hém danra  duong chinh dua ngo boi cung
Iy ludn truy tim sy that roi khoi cho 16n xdn dén noi an toan, vi ching nao c6 thé xac ma linh
hon 6 nhiém nhu thé, ngo b6i sé& chang bao gior co co may dat muc dich mot cach thoa dang,
nam bat cai ngo | bo6i xac nhan la sw that. Trudc hét thé xac khién ngo b6i ban ron tram chiéu vi
phai cung img v6 van nhu cau can thiét. Hon thé, néu chang may mac benh benh thudng tan
cong, ngan can ngd boi di tim su thuc. [c] Ngoaira, thé xac doi hdi ngod boi dap tng day da
khao khat, thém muén, so sét, di thir do twong, vo s6 phl ly, nén nhw ngu'crl ta noi thuc sy va
thuwec té la ngd boi khong bao gio co co hdi nghingoi ve bat ké diéu gi. Chién tranh, hdn loan,
tran mac hoan toan do thé xac va théem muodn cua thé xac gdy ra. Chién tranh nao ciing nham
vo vét cua cdi; tai sao ngod boi phdi vo vét cua cai ay 1a do thé xac, vl ng6 bdilanod 1é phucvu
thé xac. [d] Pé 1a ly do tai sao ngo boi khong c6 thi gio thyc tap triét hoc. Té hon hét néu ranh
roi khong bi thé xac quay ray, quay ra tim hiéu, the xac lai thoc  gay | banh xe can thiép, pha réi,
chdn dirng ngo bai thuc hién diéu mong mudn, ngan can ngo boi tién toi tim klem su that. Sw
that da cho thay rd rang néu mudn cé hiéu biét tinh khiét vé bat ké cai gi, ngd boi phal dao
thoat khéi thé x4c, quan sat sy vat trong chinh sw vat bang linh hén do chinh linh hn. Xem ra
thi hinh nhw ng6 b6i s€, [e] chi lic d6, khi ngd bsi chét, dat téi cai ngd bdi mong muon cai ngo
boi khang dinh 1a nguoi yéu, dem long yéu thuong, n hia 13, hiéu biét, nhuw Iy luan cua ngo boi
cho thay, khong phai lic ngo boi song. Néu khong thé dat toi hiéu biét tinh khlet bang thé xac,
duwong nhién mot trong hai diéu sé 1a sw that: mot 1a ngo boi khong bao gio co thé dat t&i hiéu
biét, hai la chi sau khi nhdm mét lia doi ngd boi méi c6 thé dat téi hiéu biét, vi luc do, va chi lac
do, khong phai trudc do, linh hon tw no tach khoi thé x4c. [67a] Trong khi séng ngo bGi sé gan
gui hiéu biét hon hét néu kim ham cang manh cang tot két hop voi thé xac, hoac tang gia tiép
xuc véi thé xac nhiéu hon can thlet néu khong bi nhiém ddc vi ban chat thé xac, nhung thanh
tay ban than téi khi than linh L gidi thot. Theo cach nay ngo boi sé thoat khéi tlnh trang do ban
do thé xac ro dai gdynén; ngo b boi sé gia nhap hang ngii ngudi cung loai, va do ¢ gangriéng tu
ngod b01 sé biét cai tinh khlet cai tham hiéu la sy that, bdi theo & tw nhlen cai 6 ué khong thé
bao gi® dat téi cai tinh khiét. [b] Simmias o1, diéu nhw thé 1a diéu nguoi yéu chudng hoc hoi
dung cach, ding dwong phai trao ddi véi nhau va tin twdng. Chang hay quy hitu c6 nghi vay



khong?
Thuwa, chac chan, tién sinh.

0, néu diéu vira n6i ma dung, quy hitu, Socrates ti€p tuc, rat hy vong khi dén noi ban than dang
cit bwéc tién tdi, bat ké noi nao, ban nhan sé sé dic cai trong cudc doi qua khir ngod boi hang
quan tam, nhw vay hanh trinh bay gio ban nhan phai thyc hién moi tran tré hy vong, [c] vi
hanh trinh cling danh cho bat ky ai tin twéng tam tri da chuan bi va thanh tay.

Thwa, dwong nhién la vay, Simmias noi.

Liéu thanh tay c6 dwa dén két qua ban luan lic ndy ngd béi nhac téi khéng, nghia 13, tch linh
hon roi the Xac, cang xa cang tot, huan luyen cho linh hon tw tip trung, tw thu thap ti moi phan
cda thé xac, tw sinh s6ng cang lau cang tdt, ca hién tai lan twong lai, [d] bitt khéi rang budc cta
thé xac? DU'O’C khong?

Chac chan duoc.
Bttt va tach linh hon khoi thé xac nguwoi ta goi la chét ding khong?
Thuwa, chac vay.

Ngo bdi ndi dac biét, chi nguoi thuc tap triét hoc ding duong, dung 16 m&i mong moi giai
thoat linh hon; giai thoat va tach biét linh hon khoi thé x4c 1a diéu triét gia hiang ban tam.

Vang, dwong nhw vay.

Boi thé, nhw ban nhan néi lic bat dau diém nay nghe ttrc cwoi, phily hét sirc nguoi khi song co
gang song trong trang thai gan giii cai chét [e] thé ma luc cai chét t&i gan lai gidy ndy hoang
hét, buon rau!

Tic cwoi, phi ly, di nhién, lam sao chéi bo?

Trai lai, Simmias biét chit, tién sinh ti€p tuc, nguwoi thuc tap triét hoc ding duong, dung 16i c6
gang tap luyén chuan bi dé chét, ho so chet it hon moi nguoi. D€ y swkién theo cach nay. Néu
ho hoan toan ngan ngam vai thé xac, néu ho muén linh hon tach biét khéi thé xac, vay khi chet
xuat hién ma to ra so hai, buc boi thr hoi co phaila phily hét strc khong" Néu khong vui vé ra
di t&i noi, khi téi, ho hy vong nam bat cai ho hang khao khat sudt ca cudc doi, nghia 13, hi€u
biét, [68a] t&i noi ho sé thoat canh lién hop mién cudng ho tirng ngan ngam7

Nhiéu nguoi khi vo, con hay nguoi yéu chét nhat dinh mudn chét cho roéi, ham hé hy vong
xuong am phu sé nhin, sé gdp, sé  gan gilii nguwoi minh tirng yéu thuong. Néu su thé la vay, liéu
nguoi yéu hiéu blet chan chinh, 4p u hy vong twong tu, lai thira biét sé khong bao  gior thay canh
do trie dudi coi am, co s€ khude tw chét, sé khong vui ve thuc hién hanh trinh xu6éng dé khong?
Quy hitu trai tre o1, dwong nhién ngo béi phai gia dy, nghla 1a néu 1A triét gia chan thyec, vi triét
gia chan thuc viing tin triét gia sé khong tim thay [b] hiéu b1et thuan tdy & noi nao trur noi do.
Néu su thé 1a vay, nhuw ban nhan vira néi, vy ngudi nhw thé ma so chét dam héi cé cuc ky phi
Iy khong?

Troi dat oi, dwong nhién! Simmias dap.

Vay quy hitu c6 du chi dan dé€ nhan dinh, tién sinh ndi, ngudi quy hitu nhin thay so chét khong
phai nguoi yéut hleu biét ma la ngwoi yéu thé xac, dong thoi 1a ngudi yéu tién tai, danh vong,
yéu mot hodc yéu ca hai. [c]

Pung nhuw tién sinh noi.



Va Simmias o1, tién sinh ti€p loi, dire tinh goi la can dam dac biét thudc vé nguwdi c6 khuynh
hwdng triét ly phal khong?

Thuwa, chac han vay.

Va tiét do véi pham chit ciia né da s6 nguwoi doi cling ménh danh nhw thé, nghia la, khong dée
dam mé I6i cudn, ma té nhi coi thuong, kim ham dam mé, khong chi thich hop véi nguoi coi
nhe thé xac, song cudc doi triét ly, yéu chudng hiéu biét phal khong? [d]

Han thé.

Né&u sdn sang suy ngam can dam, tié€t do nhw ngudi khac thé hién, quy hitu sé thiy ho ky la.
Nhuw thé nao, thwa tién sinh?

Quy hiru biét, trir triét gia, ho déu coi chét la cai bat hanh nhat doi.

R0 rang, chang cin ban cai.

C6 phai khi trwc dién cai chét ngwdi can ddm lam vy 1a vi s cai bt hanh hon nira khong?
Thuwa, chac vay.

Nhuw vay so hai va khlep dam Kkhién con nguoi can dam, triv triét gia; nhwng phi ly vé cung can
dam lai do khiép dam va nhdt nhat ma ra.

Hién nhién. [e]

Ngwoi khong phai triét gia ma song t1et do thi sao? Kinh nghiém c6 twong tw khong ha? Co
phai buéng tha sau d6 khién ho tré nén tiét do khong? Ngo b6i c6 thé néi dieu nay bat kha,
song du sao ngwoi ap dung hinh thttc tw ché don gian ciing na na truong hop ban nhan vira
miéu ta. So mat vui thi hang ao wéc nén kiém ché vui thi nay vi ho khong thé cuwdng lai vui thu
kia. Mac du dinh nghia budng tha la diéu kién bi vui thi ché ngu, song su thurc 1a vi khong thé
chéng lai thd vui nhay nén ho danh ché ngw thu vui kia. [69a] Sw thé nhw ban nhan vira néi du
sao theo nghia nao d6 budng tha da khién ho tiét do.

Vang, c6 vé dung vay.

Simmias quy hoa, thanh thuc ghi nhan hao y. Tuy nhién, ban nhéan s¢ lam vy, xét theo quan
diém dao dirc, khong phai dlro'ng 161 d6i trao dung cach dé vuon téi dao dire, dbi trao vui thd
14y vui th, dau khé lay dau kho, s¢ hdi lay s hai, nhiéu ldy it, nhuw doi trao tién bac gia tri khac
nhau. Chi c6 don vi duyr nhat gla tri thuc sw moi thi vira ké phai trao déi 4y 1a hiéu biét. [b]
Thuc ra do hiéu biét ngd boi c6 thé €0 can ‘dam, tiét do va chinh truc, hoac ndi tom lai, dao dic
chan thuec, du vui thi, s¢ hai hodc cam giac khac hién dién hay ving mat sy thé khong hé khac
biét. Trao d6i 1an nhau trong riéng tu, khong hleu biét, khong dao dirc nhuw thé cin cir trén gia
tri tinh cam twong do6i chi la bé ngoai do twdng cia dao dtrc, chi thich hop véi hang nd 1, quan
niém hoan toan tam thuong bén trong khong co gi chinh x4c, chan thuec, trong khi tlet do can
dam, chinh truc cu thé va thuc sw tay x6a nhirng thi nhw thé, va hiéu biét [c] chinh né 1a thir
tay rira, thanh loc. Hién nhién nguoi thiét lap le nghi thu phap cho ngo b6i noi theo khéng phai
nguoi kem c6i, tAm thwong ma la nguoi cao ca ludn ludén qua thai ngtt, giao ly bi a an ham ngu
nguoi xuong am phu khong duoc truyen phap, khong dwoc thanh hoa sé ngup lan trong bun
nho, nguoi den do thanh tay, giac ngod s€ song voi than linh. L& thuong chang thiéu nguoi [d]
nhuw tin do6 gidoly huyén bi néi: Nguoi vac cady mat chuy thi nhiéu, nguoi dong té tiru than lai
rat it. SO nguoi sau theo thién kién khong khac gl s6 nguoi nghlen ngam triét hoc theo dung
duwong 16i. Trong khi hién dién trén c6i doi, cO gang hét strc dé gia nhap hang ngd, cb gdng
khong b cai gi d& dang, ham hé nhw vay la ban nhan mong mudn bang moi cach dat téi muc



dich. Khong blet ham h¢ cua ban nhan dung hay sai, khong ré ng6 bdi c6 hoan tat cai gl hay
khong, song ngd boi sé biét, va biét chac chan, néu than linh quyeét dinh, khi té&i thé gidi bén
kia, ban nhan thAm nghi thoi gian do6 sé chang con lau.

Simmias va Cebes o1, bién giai cia ban nhan trinh bay la vay, bién glal nhu thé ban nhan mudn
chirng to ban nhan co thé diém nhién gia tir hai quy hiru va nguoi cam quyén tran thé, long
khong hé cam thay buon rau 'hay oan hdn, vi tin tuong [e] toi noi do ban nhan sé gdp, khong
kém noi nay, ngwoi cam quyén tir té va ban bé chan that. Néu bién glal doi véi hai | quy hiru
ranh mach, thuyét phuc hon d6i véi boi thdm doan Athens, ban nhan cdm thady man nguyén vo
cung.

Socrates vira ditt 1oi Cebes lén tiéng: Socrates, theo ngu kién, phat biéu cta tién sinh tuyét voi,
song thién nghi nguoi binh thuwong kho long tin theo khi tién sinh noi vé linh hon. [70a] Ho
nghi sau khi gia tw thé xac linh hon khéng hién hitu & dau nira; vira lia bé thé xac luc con nguoi
trut hoi thé cudi cung, linh hén bi huy diét, tiéu vong; khi vinh biét thé xac, tdn mac nhw hoi
tho, nhuw lan khoi, linh hon bay xa, vun vut ra di, phwong huong khac biét, khong conlacaigi &
bat c* noi nao. Néu linh hon van hlen hiru nhw thwc thé doc lap, tw minh tu lai, tw minh ton tai,
rii béd moi tac hai tién sinh vira ké, nhw vay chic han c6 nhiéu hy vong diéu tién sinh néi la sw
that. [b] thng tién phu tham nghl tin twong linh hén van ton tai sau khi con nguoi lia doi, linh
hon van c6 kha niang nhan thirc cé 18 1a diéu doi hai kha nhidu thién chi, khong it Iy luan thuyet
phuc.

Cebes o1, diéu quy hitu noi ding day, vay ngo boi sé lam thé nao? Quy hitu c6 mudn ban thi
xem didu nay nhuw ban nhan néi ding hay sai khong?

Thwa, phan riéng, Cebes dap, vé di€m d6 tién phu rit mudn nghe y kién tién sinh.

Dui sao ban nhan nghi, Socrates ti€p 1o, nghe ban nhan noéi bay gio, ngay ca thi si hai hwéec,
khong ai bao ban nhan ba hoa chich choe ban chuyén khong lién hé ban than. [c] Boi thé ngd
boi phai t1ep tuc tim h1eu xem xét Van de that can than, néu quy hitu nghi ngod boi nén lam.
Ngd boi nén tlep can van dé tir diém nay: Khi con nguoi chét, linh hon c6 ton tai trong thé giGi
khac khong? Ban nhan van nhé huyen thoai c6 xwa ke linh hén & d6 sau khi roi day; linh hon
tré lai thé gioinay va sinh ra tir nguoi chét. Néu qua thuc sw thé 1a thé, nguoi song dén twr
nguwoi chét, vay chac han linh hon hién hitu & thé gioi bén kia? Linh hon khong the tro lai néu
khong ton tai; dleu nay du chirng to [d] nhan dinh cta ban nhan la ding néu qua that nguoi
song dén tr nguoi chet, va khong bao gio toi tir noi nao khac. Néu sy that khong phai vay ngb
boi sé can lap luin khac.

Chac vay, Cebes noi.

bung gidi han, tién sinh noi, vao con nguoi néu quy hiru muodn tim hiéu van dé day du, ma nén
lay ca suc vat, cay cdi lam d6i twong. Tom lai, d6i véi moi swvat sinh ra ngo bdinén déy yco
phai s vat sinh ra theo cach nay va khong pha1 cach khac, nghla la, [e] tir déi nghich néu c6

d6i nghich, nhw chang han dep doi nghich voi xau, dung doi nghlch vo1i sai, va hang ngan suw
viéc twong tw. Vango | b6l dé y cd phai cai co doi nghlch dwong nhién phai smh ra tw doi nghich,
khong tir cai khac. Chang han cai sinh ra dé lén dwong nhién phai nho trwdc roi méi trér thanh
lom?

Vang.
Cling nhw néu cai sinh ra nhé, cai dé phai lén truedc réi méi tré thanh nho sau? [71a]
Thwa, dung thé.

Cai yéu sinh ra tir cdi manh, cai nhanh sinh ra ttr cai chim?



Chac vay.

Thi du nira: néu cai tré thanh xiu, c6 phai cai dé sinh ra tir cai té6t khong? Va néu cai tré thanh
ding, c6 phai cai dé sinh ra tw cai khong dang khong?

Di nhién.

Vay la vé diém nay ng6 bdi da qui dinh day di sw vat déu sinh ra theo cach nay, doi nghich tir
doi nghich?

Puwong nhién.

Con cau hoéi nita thé nay vé doi nghich. Thi du vira ké c6 tiéu biéu dac trung khac khong, gitra
moi cap doi nghich c6 hai tién trinh phat sinh, [b] tir cai nay t&i cai kia, roi tir cai kia dén cai
nay khong? Gitra cai lon va cai nho co tién trinh tang va giam vé kich thuéc, ngd boi miéu ta
tién trinh nay tang, tién trinh kia giam vé khuon kho, phai khong?

Vang, Cebes dap.

Bé&i thé ciling c6 tach biét va két hop, lanh va néng, sw viéc déu nhu thé. Mac du déi khi ngd boi
khong sir dung tir ngit dién ta bang nhiéu tén goi, song thuc ra tién trinh hién dién khap noi
nén phat sinh tr cai nay sang cai kia, va c6 tién trinh phat sinh tir cai nay thanh cai kia?

Chac thé.

Vay c6 d6i nghich véi séng khong nhw nga doi nghich véi [c] thic?

Hién nhién.

Cai do la gi?

La chét.

Vay néu la d6i nghich, hai cai sé tré thanh cai nay la cai kia va ngwoc lai, nhw thé c6 hai tién
trinh phat sinh giira hai cai?

Di nhién.

Bay gio ban nhan sé giai thich cho quy hitu hay, Socrates ti€p 1o, mot trong hai cap doi nghich
vira dé cap, doi nghich va phat sinh cua cdp do, quy hiru sé cat nghia cho ban nhan hay cap kia.
Ban nhan muon noi doi nghich gitra ngu va thirc; thirc dén tir ngu, [d] nga dén tw thirc. Tién
trinh phat sinh gitra hai cai la di ngt va thirc day. Quy hitu c6 dong y nhw thé hay khong?

Thuwa, chic chan.

Bay git dén luot quy hitu cho ban nhan biét theo cach twong tw vé sdng va chét. Quy hitu c6
cong nhan chét la doi nghich cia song khong?

Thua, 6.

Hai cai phat sinh tir cai nay roi cai kia?
Vang.

Cai gi phat sinh tir s6ng?

Chét.



Cai gi phat sinh tir chét?

Pwong nhién tién phu phai déng y la séng.

Vay sinh vat va sw vat séng sinh ra tir sinh vat va sw vat chét, phai khong Cebes?
Thwa, dwong nhw vay. [e]

Vay linh hon con nguwdi hién hitu & thé gidi bén kia?

Thuwa, chac thé.

Trudng hop ndy trong hai tién trinh phat sinh moét 1a chac chan, vi theo ban nhan chét 13 ré
rang, phai khéng?

Vang, chic vay.

Ng6 bdi sé lam thé nao ti€p theo? Ngb bdi sé loai bé tién trinh bo tic, thay vao dé khang dinh
cho nay luat tw nhién khiém khuyét? Hay ngd bdi phai dé cip tién trinh d&i nghich tién trinh
chét?

Pwong nhién ng6 boi phai dé cap.
Tién trinh d6 thé nao?
Tré lai sw séng.

B&i thé, tién sinh noi, néu c6 cai goi 1a tré lai sOng, [72a] vay chiac han d6 1a tién trinh tré lai tir
chét sang s6ng?

Chic vay.

Do do ngod boi cling dong y diém nay: nguoi séng tré lai tir ngwoi chét khong khac gi nguoi
chét tré lai tlr nguoi song. Né&u s thé 1a vay, su thé dwdng nhw di chimg té linh hon ngudi chét
phai ton tai & dau doé roi tir do tai sinh.

Tién sinh, tién phu nghi diém nay ngo bdi da dong y.

Ban nhan cling ‘nghi c6 cach khac, Cebes. Néu dong y quy hitu sé thay ngod boi khong sai lam
dau. Néu hai tién trinh phat sinh khong lu6n luén twong hop, thay vi thé di theo vong tron, [b]
néu phat sinh la dwong thang t1en tw dlem phat xuat t&i diém doi nghich, khong quay lai khéi
diémhodic doi hwong di xién, quy hitu c6 nghi riat cudc moi thi déu co6 cung hinh trang, tién t&i
cung trang thai va cung ngtrng bién d6i khong?

Tién sinh mudn nédi thé nao?

Dleu bdn nhin mudén ndi khéng cé gikho hiéu, Socrates dap. Chang han, néu tién trinh bu6én
ngu ton tai, song t1en trinh twong tng muén thirc khong du kha nang can bang luc lwgng, quy
hiru sé thay cudi cung moi sw chtng t6 chuyén Endymion v nghia. [c] Ching ai nhan ra chang,
vi moi vat sé ciing & trang thai thlep ngu nhw chang. Néu moi vat két hop, khong bao gior tach
roi, cdu noi Anaxagoras miéu ta dwong nhién la sy that, ong bao moi vat hoa lan voi nhau’.
Ciing nhu, Cebes quy mén o1, néu moi vat tham du sw song ma chét, néu sau khi chét moi vat &
trang | thal do, khong tro lai trang, thal song nira, vay cuoi cung moi vat déu chét, khong c6 vat
nao song pha1 khong? [d] Ngay cd néu vat song dén tir ngudn séng khac, khong phai chét, néu
moi vat song déu chét, thir hdi moi vat lam sao tranh khdi can kiét trong tién trinh tir séng dén
chét?



Thuwa, khong thé, tién phu nghi diéu tién sinh néi la sy that.

Cebes 01, ban nhan nghi ddy rd rang la sy that, ngd boi khong sai IJam khi dong y y diém nay: tro
lai cudc dori 1 suw that, ngwoi s6ng dén tir ngwoi chét 1a sy that, va linh hon nguoi chét ton tai la
[e] su that.

Hon thé, xin thwa, Cebes dap, day ciing la luan diém cin ban néu quan niém tién sinh thwong
miéu ta cho ngoé bsi hay ma dting, cai ngo b01 goi la nhan thitc chang qua chi 1a hoi tuong. Theo
ludn diém nay cai ngo boi hoi tuong bay gio chdc han 1a cai ngd béi nhan thitc ldc ndo do truwdc
kia. Sw thé chi c6 thé kha di [73a] néu linh hon ngd bdi hién hiru & noi nao truéc khi nhap vao
thé x4c. Vi thé cling theo quan niém nay chic han linh hon Ia thuc thé bat ti.

Cebes, Simmias ngit l&i, chitng minh ludn diém dé thé nao? Vui long nhic lai, vi lic nay ha
nhan hoan toan khong nhé.

Y kién rat hay, Cebes dap, nhat 1a khi c6 nguoi dat cau hoi. Néu cau hoi dat dung cach, nguoi ta
s€ tra 101 chinh xac. Nguoi ta sé khong the tra 1 chinh xac, néu khong hiéu, khong nam chic
de tai. Néu [b] than hiru chi cho ngwdi ta xem hinh vé hodc céi gi twong tw, su thé sé cho thiy
ro rang luin diém dé dung.

Néu khong dongy Simmias, Socrates noi, vy dé y xem liéu c6 tan thanh hay khong ng6 boi
tim hiéu luan diém theo cach thé nay, vi ban nhan tham nghi quy hitu cé y nghi ngo 1am sao
ngo boi co thé bao nhan thirc 1a hoi twdng?

Ha nhan khong hé nghi ngo tién sinh, Simmias dap, song muon tim hiéu diéu ngd boi dang
ban, hoi tu'crng, va diém Cebes dinh giai thich, bay gio ha nhan nhé ra roi va hiu nhw déng y.
Tuy thé, lic nay ha nhan mudén nghe cung cach tién sinh dinh giai thich luin diém.

Thé nay nay, tién sinh noi. Pwong nhién ngo boi dong y néu bay gior nhé cai gi ngd bbi phai
biét cai do truwdc kia? [c]

Vang, han thé, Simmias dap.

Ngb béi cling dong y khi nhan thic xuat hién trong tri theo cach ddc biét d6 1a nh¢ lai? Ban
nhan sé giai thich ban nhan dinh néi thé nao? Nhu thé nay. Khi mot nguoi nhin, nghe hoac
bang cach khac nhan ra cai gi, khong nhirng biét cai d6, ma con nghi tdi cai khac hiéu biét vé
cai do khong twong ti ma khac biét, ngd boi khong c6 ly hay sao khi n6i nguoi d6 hoi twong cai
thir hai khi cai th hai xuat hién trong tri?

Tién sinh mudn néi thé nao? [d]
Lay vi du. Biét mot ngwdi dwong nhién la biét khac véi biét cay dan.
Di nhién.

A, quy httu biét chuyén gi xay ra véi ngwdi yéu khi nhin thay cay dan, bo quan ao, hay bat ké cai
gl nguoi yéu quen str dung? Khi nhdn ra cay dan, nguoi yéu ciing thay xuat hién trong tri hinh
anh chang trai chti nhan cay dan. P6 1a hoi tuong. Cling nhw nguoi nao do vira nom thiy
Simmias [ién nhé ra Cebes va di nhién hang ngan trueong hop twong tu.

Troi! Vang, hang ngan that ddy, Simmias noi.

B&i vay khi néi hoi twdng la ngd boi ham y loai kinh nghiém bdn nhan vira miéu ta nhit la khi
kinh nghiém dién ra lai lién hé téi su viéc [e] khé lau khong nhin thay bay gi¢r ngd béi quén roi.

Chic vay.



O’ thé thi, tién sinh tlep tuc, nhin btrc tranh con ngwa, cdy dan ngudi nhin c6 lién tuwong nguoi
nao doé, hoac ngudi nao dé nhin tdm hinh Simmias c6 nhé ra Cebes khong?

Chic chan.

Tir d6 c6 thé suy ra hoi twdng la do doi twong twong tw hodc khac biét khdong? Nhin hinh
Simmias nh& ngay Simmias ngwoi that chit?

Thua, c6 thé.

Trong trudng hop vira ké héi twdng 1a do sw vat twong tu, song ciing c6 thé do sw vat khac
biét? [74a]

Vang, co thé.

Khi hoi tuong la do sy vat twong tu, vay co can dé y diéu nay khong: tinh trang twong tw ngb
boi hoi twdng la twong tw tirng phan hay toan bg?

Tat nhién phai déy.

At déy y buoc tiép theo xem c6 phai thé nay khong, Socrates noi. Ngo boi cong nhin c6 tinh
trang goi la bang nhau, kh6ng phai bang nhau cua khtc go voi khic go, tang da véi tang da,
hoic bat ké cai g, ma clia cai vuot xa, virot trén, khac han tat ca, cai bang nhau tw né, cai bang
nhau tuyét d6i. Ngd béi cé cong nhan tinh trang nay hién hitu hay khong?

Thuwa, c6, dwong nhién, Simmias néi lén tiéng, [b] troi o, nhdn manh 1a khac!
Ngb béi c6 biét ban chat ban thé tuyét déi nay khong?
Biét chi¥, nhat dinh.

Can ctr vao dau ngd bédi biét cai d6? Co phal tr thi du dic biét, vat thé ngoai gidi ngod boi vira
nhic tdi khong? C6 phai tir nhin khic go, tang da hay vat thé bing nhau ngd bdi co ¥y niém bang
nhau tuyét doi madc du cai d6 khac han nhiing cai kia khong7 Hay cai d6 déi véi quy hitu khéng
khac biét? Ciing nén dé y van dé thé nay. Co phai tang da bang nhau, khuc go bang nhau, doi khi
tw chung van vay, khong hé thay déi, c6 vé bang nhau v&i nguoi nay, song khong bang nhau véi
nguoi kia khong?

Puwong nhién.

Nhung vat thé tw chung bang nhau thi sao? Quy hitu c6 bao gid nghi vat thé tuyét d6i bang
nhau thuc ra khong bing nhau, [c] hoic tinh trang bang nhau tuyét déi 1a tinh trang khéng
bang nhau khong?

Khoéng, chwa bao gio, thwa tién sinh.
Vay vat thé bang nhau vira ndi va bang nhau tuyét déi c6 twong tw khong?
Khong hé ti nao, nhw chd ha nhan thiy, thua tién sinh.

Nhung do vat thé bang nhau, mac du khac biét bang nhau tuyét ddi, quy hitu riat ra va nim bat
¥ niém vé bang nhau tuyét déi, ding khong?

Thuwa, ding hét strc.
Bang nhau tuyét ddi twong tw hay khac biét vat thé bang nhau?
Khéc biét.



Nhung khong khac nhau, Socrates noi. ‘Néu nhin vat thé nay quy hitu nhé ra vat thé kia, du hai
vat thé twong tw hay khong, s& di vy 4y la do nguyén nhan cua hoi twdng. [d]

Han thé.

Vay, tién sinh tiép loi, ngod boi thaygl trong vi du khuc gb bang nhau, tang da bang nhau, vat
the bang nhau nhw vira n6i? Vat thé dé c6 goi 4n twong bang nhau khong? D6i véi ngd boi vat
thé d6 c6 bang nhau theo nghla tuong tu trong do bang nhau tuyét doila bang nhau khong7
Hay khong bang nhau véi bang nhau tuyét ddi & mitrc do nao do, vi chi dat mic d6 gin bang
nhau?

Thuwa, khong thé bang nhau & mic do vo cung 1én lao, Simmias dap.

Chang han khi thay cai gi quy hiru tham nhu: Cai nay minh thay hinh nhw giéng cai d6, nhung
khong glong, va khong thé thuc sy glong cai do, vi kém coi, chi na n4, tra tua thoi. [e] Quy hiru
co dong y voi ban nhan nguwdi ti€p nhan dn twong vira ké thU’C ra da biét cai dé tlr trudc nén noi
cai nay giéng cai dé, song khong hoan toan khong?

Chic han da biét.

0, hay qua, thé thi ¢ phai d6 ciing 1a nhan dinh clia ngd béi d6i véi vat thé bang nhau va bang
nhau tuyét doi khéng?

bung thé.

Vdy chac han ngd boi phai biét trwdc vé bang nhau tuyét doéi trwédre thoi gian lan dau khi ngo
bdi nhin vat thé bang nhau va nhan ra vat thé c6 ging giéng bang nhau tuyét déi, song khong
thé dat muc dich. [75a]

bung vay.

The thi chic han ngd béi ciing dong Y dlem nay, ngod béi khong c6 va khong thé s¢ dic khai
niém vé bang nhau trir qua thi gidc, xtic giac, hay gidc quan nhén thirc khac. Ban nhén coi cac
giac quan déu tuong tu.

Giac quan déu twong tu, tién sinh, vi muc dich ngdé b6i mu6én minh chirng qua ban luén.

Nhan thtrc qua giac quan dwong nhién khién ngo b6i y thitc [b] nhitng gi nhan thirc qua giac
quan déu co gang dat cai goi la bing nhau tuyét d6i, song khong thé. C6 phai thé khong hay ngd
b6i dién ta y niém d6 thé nao?

Vang, nhu thé.

Trudc khi bat dau nhin, nghe hoac nhan thirc cach khac chac han ngo boi da biét cé cai goila
bang nhau tuyét d6i & dau do, néu khong ngo boi chang bao gio c6 thé nhan ra, do st dung
bang nhau tuyét d6i nhu tiéu chun dé so sanh, moi vat thé bang nhau theo gidc quan déu c6
gang giong bang nhau tuyét doi, song khong thé vi chi 1a phién ban bit toan.

b6 la két luan hop ly, tién sinh.
C6 phai ngd bdi bat diu nhin, nghe, va sir dung giac quan khac ngay khi vira chao doi khong?
Chac chan.

Nhung ngd béi cong nhan ngd bdi phai biét bang nhau tuyét ddi trwdrc khi nhin, nghe, nhan
thirc cach khac. [c]



Vang.
B&i thé ngd béi phai biét bang nhau tuyét ddi trwde tredre khi chao doi.
Hinh nhw thé.

Vay néu dat t&i hiéu biét nay trudc khi sinh ra, s& dac hi€u biét nay khi sinh ra, ca trudéc lic
chao doilan lic chao doi, ngo b6i nam virng hiéu biét khong nhiing bang nhau va qui mo
twong doi, ma cd moi tiéu chuan tuyét déi. Vi nhan dinh hién tai cua ngod boi khong con ve
bang nhau tuyet ddi nita ma veé cai my tuyét doi, cai thién tuyét déi, cai chan tuyét doi, cai
chinh tuyet doi, [d] va nhw ban nhan néi, vé tat ca dic tinh d6 trong thdo luan ngo boi co6 thé
gan chit ‘tu than ‘chinh né’, ‘tuyét d6i’ ca khi hdi 1an khi tra loi. Bdi thé ngd béi phai biét trude
tat ca dic tinh d6 trudrc khi chao dor .

Thuwa, chac vay.

Sau khi s& dac hiéu biét nhu thé trong moi trwong hop, néu chwa quén, ngo boi ludn ludn sinh
ra biét va tiép tuc biét sudt doi, vi biét don gian nghia la thau lwom, duy tri, gitt gin, khong
danh mat hiéu biét. Ngb béi c6 goi mat hiéu biét 1a quén khong hé Simmias?

H&u nhuw c6, tién sinh. [e]

Dau thé, ban nhan nghi, néu thu thap hiéu biét trwdc khi sinh, r6i danh mat khi sinh, vé sau do
st dung giac quan lién hé voi vat thé khach quan, tim thay hleu b1et da co, vay cai ngo boi goi
12 nhan thtrc c6 phai ding 1a tim thiy hiéu biét ctia ngd bdi, va ngd bbi cd quyén goi sw tim
thay ia hdi tuwédng khong?

Cé6 thé chir sao.

bung roi, [76a] vi ngd boi thay c6 thé nhan thirc vat thé bang thi giac, thinh giac hay bat ké giac
quan nao cung tng cho nguoi nhan thiec, qua ket hop du tuwong tu hay khong véi vat thé khac
nguoi do da quén. Bdi the, nhu ban nhan néi, c6 hai diéu dé chon: mot 1a sinh ra déu biét tiéu
chuan vira ké, ng6 boi duy tri hiéu biét d6 suot doi; hai l1a khi néi con ngwdi nhan thikc, ngo boi
muon néi con nguoi chi hoi twdng nhirng gi da biét trudrc kia; n6i khac di, nhan thirc 14 hdi
twong.

Vang, dung thé, thwa tién sinh.

Vay quy hitu chon diéu nao hé Simmias? Khi sinh ra ngd béi da biét, [b] hay ng6 boi hoi twdng
suw viéc da biét trwdc khi sinh ra?

Ha nhin chwa biét chon diéu nao lic nay, thwa tién sinh.

0, quy hitu co thé chon diéu nay khong? Quy hitu nghi thé nao? Ngudi am tudng dé tai c6 thé
giai thich nhitng gi nguwoi do biét hay khéng?

Chac chan nguoi dé co thé.
Quy hiru c6 nghi moi ngwdi déu cé thé giai thich diéu ngb béi vira dé cip khong?

Ha nhan hy vong c6, Simmias dap, nhung lo hét strc vao khoadng thoi gian nay ngay mai sé
khéng c6 ngudi ndo trén tran gian cé thé lam viéc do tron tru.

Nhw viy nghia la [c] quy hitu nghi khong c6 ai biét diéu do chir gi, Simmias?
Chac han khong.



Vay ho chi héi twdng nhitng gi truedc kia da nhan thirc?
Thua, tra 1&i nhw thé méi dang.

Khi nao linh hon ngo béi s& dac hi€u biét nay? Chac chin khong thé sau khi ngd boi bat dau
sinh ra lam nguoi trén tran gian.

Khong, di nhién khong.
Trwéc doé chwr gi?
Vang.

Vay, Simmias, linh hon ngo boi hién hitu truedrc khi nhip vao thé xac; linh hon biét 1ap véi thé
xac; va linh hon sé dic nang lwc nhan thitc.

Trir phi ngod boi tiép nhin hiéu biét luc chao doi, tién sinh a, vi d6 1a khoang thoi gian ngd boi
van c0 the.

bung thé, quy hitu quy mén, nhung xin cho hay ngé | bdi mat hiéu biét lic nao? [d] Ngo bdi vira
dong y Iic sinh ra ngo boi khong c6 hiéu biét. Vay c6 phai ngd boi mat ding lic s¢ dac khong?
Hay quy hittu c6 thé néu ké thoi gian khac?

Khong, di nhién khong, ha nhan khong thé, thua tién sinh. Ha nhin khéng hi€u lam vay la ha
nhan néi diéu phi ly.

0, c6 phai ngd bdi két luan thé nay khong h¢ Simmias? Néu thuec thé tuyét doi ngd boi thuong
xuyén dam luan thuc sy hién hitu, nhw cai dep tw ng, cai thién chinh né, tém lai thuwc thé thudc
loai thuc sw1a né; néu ngo boi qui chiéu moi sy vat véi thuc thé do, qua thoi gian nhan thire,
kham pha thay hiéu biét cia ngo boi vé thuc thé d6 da ton tai tir truwdrc, va san sang 1a ctia ngd
boi; néu thuc sy muodn so sanh moi sw vat ngd boi ly gidi véi thue thé do, ngo boi phai thira
nhan [e] cling nhu cai dep, cai thién, linh hon ngo boi hién hitu trueére khi ngo bdi sinh ra; néu
thwc the nay khong hién hir, nhan dinh ctia ngo boi déu c6 vé vién vong? Cé phai su thé 1a thé,
4y 1a mtrc do can thiét bang nhau dé& thu'c thé dé ton tai, linh hon ngd boi ton tai trwdc cling
nhuw sau khi ngd béi sinh ra? Néu sw thé trén khong ton tai, su thé dudi cling khong ton tai?

Ha nhan thdy, thua tién sinh, Simmias ndi, ro rang khong con nghi ngo gi nita can thiét mirc do
bing nhau dé ca hai ton tai. Ha nhan nghi may hét sttc trong bién luan ngo boi di téi két ludn
linh hon hién hitu truéc khi ngd bdi sinh ra va ngang bang thuc thé tién sinh dang néi. [77a]
Phan riéng ha nhan hinh dung hién nhién sw viéc nhw thé du’o'ng nhién phai hién hitu tron ven
va day du, ‘cai my tuyét ddi, cai thién tuyét d6i, va nhitng cai tién sinh vira ké. Ha nhan ciing
nghi sy viéc da duorc chu'ng minh théa dang.

Thé doi véi Cebes thi sao? Socrates néi. Ngb bdi cling phai thuyét phuc dwong su.

Ha nhan nghi duwong s dd chiu thuyét phuc, Simmias dap, mac du trong dam dao 1a nguoi kho
thuyet phuc nhit hang. Dau vay ha nhan tin twong dwong sw da hoan toan dong y y linh hon ngo
b6i hién hitu trueédc khi ngd boi sinh ra. Tuy nhién, phan riéng ha nhan thay [b] ngo boi chuwa
ching to linh hon tiép tuc hién hitu sau khi ngo b6i lia doi; du*ong sw ké quan niém t6n tai hién
tho1i, da s6 ngudi doi vikng tin khi con ngwoi chét, linh hon tan bién, cudc doi cham dit. Nhuw
vay la ngdn chdn linh hon tai sinh, thanh hinh tu nguon nao do, h1en hitu truweéc khi nhap vao
thé xac, roi sau khi lam vy lai roi bo thé xac ra di, chdm dit va tiéu vong.

DPung thé, Simmias, [c]Cebes noi. Nira phan nhitng gi can chirng minh da chirtng minh, nghia la,
linh hén ng6 boi ton tai truedrc khi ngod boi ra doi, nhung bay gio cling can  chirng minh linh hon
s& ton tai sau khi ngd bdi lia doi nhu truére khi ngd béi chao doi, néu mudn chirtng minh day du.



Sw thé da chirtng minh, Simmias va Cebes quy hoa o1, Socrates t1ep 1o, néu hai quy hitu san
sang ph01 hop nhan dlnh nay voi nhan dinh ngd boi dong y truoc day, bat ky cdi gl sdng cling
phai t cai chét ma ra. Néu hién hitu tir truére, vi tré lai cudc doi va tai sinh, linh hén khong toi
tir noi ndo ma phai téi tir chét hoic trang thai chét, [d] cho nén vi phai tai sinh 1am thé nao linh
hon c6 thé tranh hién hitu sau khi chét? Piéu quy httu noi luc do bay gio dd dwgc chirmng minh.
Tuy nhién, mdc du vay ban nhan nghi quy hiru va Simmias van nén ban luan dleu dé day du
hon nita. Quy hitu hinh nhw mang noi s¢ tré con, l0ng canh canh gio sé thé nao cling danh tan,
thoi bat llnh hon lac linh hon roi thé x4c, [e] nhét 1a néu chang may con ngudi chét lic phong
ba bao tap, khong phai liic troi quang may tanh, thoi tiét ém a.

Cebes vira cwoi vira noi: Vay, Socrates, gia du ngo boi so hii, tién sinh phai bién ludn tim cach
thuyét phuc dua ngod boi ra khoi s¢ hai. Hoac trai lai, noi cho dung, gia thur ngo boi khong SO
hai, song c0 1€ trong ngod b6i c6 dira tré so hai nhu the tién sinh cting phai tim cach thuyét
phuc né dirng so chét, lam nhw chét 1a con ngao op, 6ng ba bi khéng bang.

bung the Socrates dap, quy hitu phai hat bai bua cht phu phép cho né nghe hang ngay ching
nio né hét so hai méi thoi.

Nhung, tién sinh o1, Cebes tiép o1, ngd boi [78a] tim dau ra thay buia phu phép tai ba dé trir
khr s hdi nhw thé, trong khi tién sinh sap stra roi b ngd bdi?

Cebes durng lo, Hy-lap la xtr 16n rong, 6ng noi, trong do thi€u gi ngudi tai ba; day la chuwa ke bd
toc ngoai lai cling dong dao; quy hiru nén kiém thay phap nhw thé trong dam ho, dirng quan
cong lao, cho ngai ton phi, vi khong c6 cai gi quy hiru c6 thé chi tién ma mang la1 loi ich hon cai
do. Tuy the quy httu cting phai tim trong than hiru, boi khong dé gi kiém nguoi khac c6 thé lam
viéc nay giéi hon quy hiru.

Thuwa diéu do sé thuc hién, Cebes khang dinh, song xin tién sinh vui 1ong néu khong chdng ddi,
dé ngd béi quay lai [b] ly luan b6 do.

Di nhién, ban nhan san sang, tai sao khong lam thé?
DPa ta.

Truéc hét ngo b01 nén tw hoi thé nay: Loai vat thé nao sé tw nhién ganh chiu sé phin tan bién?
Loai vat thé nao & tinh trang nay, va loai vat thé nao ngo b6i khong so nhuw thé? Sau khi da tra
101 cau hoi ngod b01 can xem xét linh hon thudc loai vat thé thir nhat hay thit nhi, do vay ngd bé&i
s& biét ngd boi cadm thay tin twdng hay lo s¢ cho s6 phan linh hon.

biéu tién sinh néi nghe chi phai.

C6 phai cai la hop to va hop chit [c] theo I€ tu nhién thé nao cling tan v& thanh phan ciu
thanh, va chi cai khong phai hop t6, chi cai nay théi, la khong tan vé khong?

Tién phu nghi dang vay, Cebes dap.

Co phai vat thé ludn luén nhw thé, & trang thai nhw thé, tw tai va bat bién, hdu nhw khéng 1a hop
chat, trong khi vat thé thay doi theo thor gian va khong bao gi®r nhuw thé 3 hop to khong?

Tién phu nghi vat thé la vay.

Ngb béi quay lai thi du twong tw ban ludn truwde day. Co phai thuc thé tuyét doi [d] ngo boi dinh
nghia trong khi dam 1uan ludn Iuén bat bién va khong thay doi hay khong? Co pha1 thuc thé dé
& trang thai tu tai hay thay doi theo thoi gian? Bang nhau tuyét doi, cai dep tunod, moi sy vat
chinh no, cai chan tuyét doi c6 thé bi thay d6i dnh hwong khong? Hay mdi vat thé thuc sir1a né,
vi don thuin Ia chinh no, van nhu thé, khong bao gior chap nhan thay d6i?



Sw vat d6 ludn luén nhw thé, Cebes dap, va & trang thai bat bién, thwa tién sinh.

Thé da s6 vat thé thong thwong ngoan muc, nhw nguoi, ngua, quan 4o, hay thir khac cung loai,
[e] hoac da s vat thé thong thuong bang nhau vat thé thong thudong mang cuing tén goi nhw
vat thé khac, vat thé dic biét thi sao? Chung c6 ¢ trang thai twong ty khong, hay hoan toan
twong phan thwc thé khac, nén c6 thé noéi, ching khong bao gio va bat ké thé ndo & trang thai
nhuw thé, nhw chinh ching hoac trong lidn hé no6i chung v&i nhau?

Chung & trang thai doi nghich, tién sinh, khong bao gi¢ & trang thai twong tw, Cebes dap.

Vat thé nay cu thé [79a] quy hitu c6 thé tiép xuc, quan sat, nam bat bang giac quan; trai lai vat
thé & trang thai tu tai, bt bién quy hitu khong L bao gio co thé t1ep can, trir st dung kha nang ly
luan cda tri tué. Vat thé nhu thé vo hinh, con mat khong thé tiép can.

bung qui, Cebes tiép loi.

Vay quy hitu c6 bang long ngd bdi gia dinh c6 hai loai vat thé ton tai, mot hitu hinh, mot vo
hinh khong?

Thwa, ng6 bdi nén gia dinh.

Vat thé vo6 hinh la vat thé luon luén & trang thai y hét trong khi vat thé hitu hinh khong bao gi¢
nhuw vay?

Vang, ngd boi cling nén gid dinh nhw thé.

Bay gi¢: mo1 hoi quy hiru. Cau hoi thé nay, Socrates noéi. [b] C6 phai ngd bdi gom hai phan: mot
phan thé xac va mot phan linh hén khéng?

Thuwa, phai, Cebes dap.

Vay ngd boi ¢ thé khang dinh thé xac gan giéng va gan gii loai hién hitu nao?
Loai hitu hinh nhw moi ngwdi déu thay.

Thé con linh hon? Hitu hinh hay v6 hinh?

V6 hinh d6i v&i con nguwoi, thwa tién sinh.

U, ngo b6i ham y htru hinh va vé hinh ddi véi mat con ngudi, hay ddi véi moi thit, quy hitu nghi
thé nao?

Ddi véi mat con ngudi.

Ng6 boi néi thé nao vé linh hon? Hitu hinh hay khéng hitu hinh?
Khong hitu hinh.

Vay la linh hon v6 hinh?

Vang.

Linh hon v6 hinh hon thé x4c, va thé xac hitu hinh hon linh hon? [c]
buing thé, khong chit nghi ngo, thwa tién sinh.

Trwdc day it 1au ngd boi da chang néi roi sao khi linh hon st dung thé xac dé tim hiéu cai gl du
bang thinh giéc, thi gidc hay gidc quan nao, vi tim hiéu cai gi qua gidc quan cling 1a tim hiéu



qua thé xac, linh hon bi thé xac 16i kéo vao bién cwong cai bat dinh, toi sy vat khong bao gio
nhu thé nita, linh hon lang thang, lac Iong, 14n 160, choang vang, nhu thé say swa, chirng nao con
tiép xdc v&i sw vat ban chat twong tu?

Chac vay.

Nhung [d] khi tw minh, chinh minh tim hiéu van dé, tw minh, do minh di vao thé gioi tinh khiét,
vinh ctry, bat tir, bat blen vl twong tu, gan gii, than thudc, linh hon & voi thé gidi doé bat ké khi
nao linh hon la chinh minh va cé thé lam vay; linh hon khong con lang thang, lac 16ng; linh hon
VE}lln o t}ll‘ang thai twong tw khi tiép xtic véi sw vat ciing loai, trang thai ctia linh hon luc dé6 goi la
nhan thuc?

Miéu ta dung va hay qua, tién sinh, Cebes noi.

Lai xin hoi: can ctr vao nhiing gi ngd bdi néi trwéc day, nhitng gi ngod boi néi bay gior ma nhin
xét, [e] trong hai loai vira k€, theo quy hitu, linh hon giéng va gan loai nao?

Thua, tién phu nghi, theo chiéu huong Iy luan vira ké, bat ky ai, du 1a nguoi dan don nhat doi,
cling dong y linh hon hoan toan va tuyét doi giong cai luon ludn ton tai & trang thai bt bién
hon la giong cai khong & trang thai do.

Thé xac thi sao?
Giong trang thai kia.

Cling nén nhin linh hon theo cach nay. Khi linh hén va thé xac hop nhat, theo 1é tw nhién [80a]
cai nay phuc vu va tuan theo, cai kia chi huy va cai quan. Ciing tw ph01 canh do, theo quy hitru,
cai nao giéng cai siéu nhién, cai nao gidng cai tran tuc? Quy hitu cé nght ban chat cai sidu
nhién theo 1€ ty nhién la chi huy va huéng dan, trong khi ban chAt cai tran tuc theo 1& tw nhién
la bay t6éi phuc vu va né 1é tuin theo khong?

Thua, co.
Linh hon gidng cai nao?
Hién nhién, tién sinh, linh hon giong cai siéu nhién, thé xac giong cai tran tuc.

Tiép theo, Cebes, d€ y c6 phai sw thé dung nhw nhing gi da noi linh hon giong hét cai siéu
nhién, bat tw, vo h1nh khong bién héa, khong phan tan, khong thay déi, luon [udn nhw chinh né,
[b] trong khi thé xac y hét cai tran tuc, tat t&, hitu hinh, bién hda, phan tan, thay doi, khong bao
gior 1a chinh né. Ngo boi cé ly ludn nao khac dé chirng td, Cebes quy mén, su the khong phai vay
khong?

Thuwa, khong.

O, néu sw thé 1a thé vay c6 phai theo 1é tw nhién thé xac tan bién nhanh chéng, song linh hon
hoan toan hodc hau nhw khong tan bién khong?

Chic vay. [c]

Quy hitu quan sat, tién sinh t1ep 1, sau khi con ngwoi chét, phan hiru hinh, thé xac, nam trong
thé gi¢i hitu hinh, ngd boi goi la tir th1 san sang tan bién, teo co, phan héa, song khong tan
bién, phan hoa tirc thi. Thi thé & tinh trang nhu thé thoi gian dang ké, cé khi kha dai, néu nguoi
chet thé xac & didu kién t6t dep, tudi doi tran tré strc song. Néu co teo va wép thuoc nhu & Ai-
cap, [d] thi hai sé ton tai thoi gian dic biét dai lau, nhiéu phin co thé - xwong, gan c6t, bap thit,
dai loai nhw thé, du tiéu tan song van trong nhw bat t. Pung khong?



Thwa, dung.

Ngb b01 cé tin linh hén, phan v6 hinh ctia ngo boi tir day lan duong toi noi khac glong chinh né,
cao c3, tinh khiét, vo hmh nghia la xuong am phu, goi dung tén la thé gioi vo hinh, song cung
than linh do lu'crng, anh mlnh noi do, néu thin linh chi dinh, linh hén ban nhin cling phai di
xubéng ngay ca bay gio - ngo b&i c6 tin linh hon, ban chit cao c3, tinh khiét, v hinh nhu thé,
ban nhan vira miéu ta, vira roi thé xac tan tac, ti€u vong tirc thi vi gio thoéi, nhuw da so thé nhan
noi khong? Khong, Cebes va Simmias quy mén vo clung, sw that khong phal thé, sw that thé nay,
[e] ban nhan néi quy hitu hay. Néura di trong trang thai tinh khiét, linh hon khong kéo theo
bat ké cai gl dinh dang to1i thé xac, vi su6t doi c6 y khong dinh ket hcrp, trai lai mudén tranh ne,
bay gio thoatra trot lot, tap trung toan than trong chinh minh, vi thudng xuyén luyén tap nhtr
vay, khonglam gi khac, [81a] ding thé, ma chi luyén tap triét hoc ding duong ding 161 va thurc
raluyén tap dé truc dlen cai chét dé dang, khong oan trach, khong rén i, 1am vay khong phai
luyén tap dé chét hay sao?

Thuwa, chiac chan.

Linh hon & trang thai nay di toi c6i vo hinh, c6i do glong hétlinh hon, c6i siéu nhién, bat tt,
sang sudt, téi do la sung sudng, but khoi lang thang, roi loan, mé mudi, so sét, thém mudn man
ro, tom lal moi thoi hw tat xau rang budc canh sdng cua con ngwoi, toi d6 nhuw nguoi ta noi vé
nguoi thu phap nhap mon trong ton phai than bi, linh hon thuc sw s6ng thdi gian con lai cling
than linh. Cebes, ngo boi c6 nén néi nhw thé hay khac di?

Nhuw thé, troi oi, Cebes dap.

Nhung [b] ban nhan hinh dung khi roi thé xac néu 6 ué, Vay ban, do ludn ludén gin bo, phuc vy,
yéu thwong thé xac, say mé vi them mudn vat chat, thu vul Xac th1t toi do twong chu'ng trén doi
duong nhuw khong con gi 1a that tru vat chit c6 thé so, nhin, an, uong hodc st dung dé théa man
vui thu pham thé, néu biét ganh ghet lo s¢, tranh né cai mo ao vo hinh déi véi con mit, song
cu thé va c6 thé nam bat bang triét hoc, quy hitu c6 nghi, néu & trang thai nhw thé, linh hon co
sé ra di trong sach, tinh khiét khong?

Khong, nhit dinh khong thé. [c]

Trai lai, ban nhan tuwdng twong, chac han do thdm nhap yéu t6 vat chat, luén ludn giao hoa, két
hop véi thé xac, cling nhw do thwe hanh 1au dai, linh hon da lién tuc tam goi, tiém nhiém thoi
quen.

bung vay.

Quy hitu quy mén, ngo boi phai tin yeu t0 c6 tinh cich thé xac nhw thé nang ne, cong kénh, tran
tuc va hiru hinh. Viyéu to d6 nén tr¢ thanh phuc phich, linh hon bi kéo xudng 16i tro lai vung
hitu hinh, kinh hai c6i vo hinh, noi am phu, thé gi¢i Diém Vuong. Nguwoi ta bao yeu t6 do6 lang
thang quanh quan mo phan mo ma [d] noi vong linh rdp ron, hinh bong map mo linh hon tao
thanh xuat hién, linh hon chwa giai thoat chua thanh tdy, song tho than trong cdi hitu hinh, vi
thé nén nhin thay.

DPung thé, tién sinh.

Thé thit, Cebes. Hon nita sd nay cling khong phal linh hon nguoi tir té ma linh hon ké xau xa,
bat buoc lang thang noi chén nhw thé, dén tra mén no trirng phat kiép truéc song toi té. SO nay
tiép tuc tho than t&i khi thém khat vat chat cat buwdc theo sau bam chat, [e] cudi cung la1 bi
giam cam trong thé xac. Luc dé uy httu c6 thé hinh dung s6 nay thé nao ciing két hop véi nha
tu nét vé twong tw da thuc tp dé s& dic tir kiép trude.

Nét vé thé nao hé tién sinh?



Ban nhan muon noi chang han ngudi vun trong tham 6, phong dang, say swa qua do, thay vi co
gang tranh né, thé nao ciing doi 16t hinh dang loai Iira hoac stc vat hu héng. [82a] Quy hitu cé
nghi thé khong7

Chic chan.

Linh hon dé cao bat chinh, tan Ac, cwop doat, trom cdp s& nhap vao thé xac cho séi, chim ung,
diéu hau. Néu khong thi héi linh hon s6 dé sé di dau?

Puwong nhién nhap bon dg, Cebes dap.

Nhuw viy ro rang la bén diu cta linh hon loai khac sé phu hop véi cung cach linh hén dé da cw
Xt & doi.

Vang, di nhién.

Ban nhan nghi linh hon sung swong hon hét, linh hon c6 noi nhap t6t dep hon hétla linh hon
da luyén tap, trau d6i dirc tinh ctia cong dan binh thuong - goi la diéu do, chinh truc - s& dic va
phat trién theo tho6i quen va tip luyén, [b] khdng do triét ly hay tri nang tro gidp.

Lam sao linh hon d6 lai sung swéng hon hét?

B&i chic han linh hon d6 lai | gia nhdp nhom sinh vat hién lanh, ky luat, co dau 6c xa hoi nhw
kién, ong lam mat, ong vo vé, hodc tré lai hang ngii loai nguoi, roi tir d6 tré thanh cong dan tiét
do, ngay thang.

Han thé.

Linh hon chua tap luyén triét hoc, khi tir gid c6i doi khong hoan toan tinh khiét, khong thé dat
t&i ban chat siéu viét, khong thé gia nhap hang ngii than linh, bat ké linh hon nao, trir triét gia
va linh hén yéu chuong hiéu biét. [c] Vi thé, Simmias va Cebes quy mén o1i, do la ly do tai sao
linh hon thuc tap triét hoc ding duong dung 16i Kim ham, lanh xa, ché ngu, chong tr3, cwong
quyét khong dau hang dam mé thé xac. Thuc khong phai vi so ph1 pham sttc luec, tiéu hao tién
bac nhw da so nguoi ham tién yéu cla s, va cling khong phal do so mang tai mang tiéng giong
nguwoi ham quyén mé chirc. Khong phai boi 1y do vira ké ma linh hon tiét do.

Nhuw vay khong tw nhién chut nao, thwa tién sinh, Cebes noi.

Troi o1, khong, Socrates tiép loi. [d] D6 laly do tai sao ngwoi cham lo, san soc linh hon khong
séng chi nham phuc vy thé xac ma xua dudi, gat bé moi thir khac. Ho tir chéi khong di cung
dwong nhw nguoi doi di ma khong biét di dau. Trai lai, tin twéng tuyét d6i khong lam gi trai
vai triét hoc, giai thoat va thanh tay ban than, ho nhit dinh quay lai xan bwéc di theo bat ké
triét hoc din toi dau.

Sao lai thé, thé nghia la thé nao, tién sinh?

Ban nhan sé giai thich quy hitu r6, 6ng dap. Nguoi yéu chudng hiéu biét blet khi trlet hoc don
nhin linh hén, linh hon la tu nhan tuyét vong, bi giam gitt, gan chat tic thi vao thé x4c, linh hon
quan sat thyc tai, [e] khong phai truc tiép, khong phai tw than, ma qua chin song nha ti nhw
chiéc ciii, linh hon chim dam, ngup lan 1 trong du thir toi tam, dét nat. Triét hoc nhin thay nét toi
té, di€m khung khlep ctia canh giam cam, su thé bat ngudn tir thém mudn va ti nhan 1a dong
pham ty minh go phan tich cuc vao viéc giam giit. 0, bAn nhan nhac lai, nguoi yéu chudng
hiéu biét biét triét Iy dang tay dén nhan linh hon [83a] khi linh hon & trang thai do, au yém
khuyen khich, nhe nhang an ui, dong thoi tim cach giai thoat khoi giam cam bang cach trung
néu cho linh hdn thay tim higu qua thi giac ciing nhu thinh giac hay gidc quan khac la hao
huyén khong bao gior bit gip sw that. Sau do triét Iy thuyét phuc linh hon rat khéi giadc quan



cang xa cang tot, cu tuyét str dung gidc quan, chi str dung khi can thiét, khuyén khich linh hon
tap trung ban than do chinh ban than, chi tin tuong ban than va thyc tai [b] hién hiru do chinh
no, linh hon tw than hiéu biét, khong coi bat ké cai gi bién ddi, nhan thirc bang phu'o'ng tién
khac 1 thuc, vi sw vat nhw thé thi cu thé va hitu hinh, trong khi nhwng gi linh hon tw than nhin
thay thi triru twong va vo hinh. ThAm nghi khong nén chong doi giai thoat do, boi thé linh hon
triét gia chan thyc tranh xa lac thi, them mudn, dau kho, ,cang xa cang quy;. triét gia nghi lac
thd, dau kho, dam mé qua do khong nhitng gdy ra canh xau xa nhw con nguoi hang thay, canh
Xau Xa con nguoi ganh chiu khi bi 6m dau hodc mat mat do thém mudn qua do ché ngu, [c] ma
con tao nén canh xau xa khing khiép, cwc ky con nguwdi khong hay biét.

Thé nghia la thé nao hé tién sinh? Cebes hdi.

Nghia la thé nay. Khi cam thay vui khung khiép, bubn tot do, linh hén con ngudi tire khac va
dong thoi nghi téi cai gay nén cam giac nhuw thé, bat ké thé nao, dwong nhién phai hét strc rd
rét va rat w chan thuc; s thé khong phai vay. Cai c6 tic dung nhu thé chi yéu la hitru hinh,
diing khong?

Chac chan.

C6 phai trong trang thai nhw thé [d] linh hon hdu nhw hoan toan gin bo, hoa nhap véi thé xac
khong?

Sao lai thé?

Vi vui nao, budn nao, swéng nao, khd nao, thi nao, dau nao ciing nhw chiéc dinh ghim chdt linh
hon vao thé xac, trao cho linh hon ban chit cé tinh cach xac thit, roi han chat hai cai véi nhau.
Vui d6, buén do, swong do, kho d6, thu dé, dau do bién linh hon thanh hitu hinh, cho nén linh
hon tin nhitng gi thé xac n6i déu 13 that. Vi chia sé n1em tin va lac thu voi the xac trong cung
thit, ban nhan nghi, khong thé tré thanh nhw thé xac vé cung cach va 16i song, nén linh hon
khong bao gio co thé di xuong am phu trong trang thai tinh khiét. Khi roi bo ra dilinh hén luén
ludn tran day thé xac, do vdy chang may choc lai roi vao thé xac khac, ndy no, phat trlen lam
nhw da duoc gieo trong trong thé xac do. [e] Vi vay linh hon mat hét giao hop véi cai siéu
nhién, cai tinh khiét, cai bat bién.

Diéu tién sinh néi ding vé cung, Cebes don 1oi.

b6 la ly do tai sao nguoi yéu chudng hiéu biét chin that biéu 10 tw ché va can dam, khéng phai
Iy do da s6 ngudi doi thudng twdng. Hay quy hitu nghi quan niém chung 1a vay?

Thua, tién phu khong nghi thé. [844a]

Khong, dwong nhién. Linh hon triét gia sé chap nhan quan diém nhw ban nhan miéu ta. Truéc
hét linh hon khong mong doi tr1et hoc giai thoat, tlep den 'khong nép minh dé vui thu, dau kho
lai giam cam ban than, cudi cung ctr. thé lao dau vao viéc lam bat tin nhw 'Penelope miét mai
trong khung ctti, dét roi thao, thao roi dét lién mién. Khong' Linh hon triét gia binh than cao
do, khang dinh mién nhiém truéc bi cadnh song gio nhuw thé; linh hén cit buéec di theo, luén
luon bam satly tri quan sat, chiém nguwdng cai chan thuec, cai siéu nhién, cai khongla dsi twong
cua n1em tin. Bugc cai nay nu6i dudng, linh hon tin twdng con nguoi phal song dung cach
chirng nao con song & doi, [b] sau khi chét sé t&i cai gan gfii va cai twong tu ban chat, dit
khoat but khoi hé luy tran thé. Puoc nudi dudng va huan luyén nhuw thé, Simmias va Cebes o1i,
con nguoi khong conly do de lo s¢ khi roi bo thé xacradi, linh hon sé b1 gi6 thoi tan nat, t
tan, khong con 1a gi, khong con & dau, hoan toan ngirng ton tai.

Socrates dit 101, im lang kéo dai. [c] Tién sinh t6 vé suy ngam diéu vira noi, da so ngo boi cling
vay. Cebes va Simmias tri lai thi thAm v&i nhau. Pwa mat quan sat tién sinh bat do cat tiéng:
Sao? Chic hin, quy hitu nghi trong 1y ludn ban nhan bé x4t diéu gi? Di nhién van con nhiéu



diém dang ngo va chang thi€u diém phan bac danh cho bat ké ai mudn ban ludn thiu dao de
tai. A, néu ban ludn dé tai khac, hai quy hiru c tw tién, ban nhan khong co y kién; trai lai, néu
cam tha kho khin véi dé tai ngod boi | dang ban, ha1 quy htru ding ngan ngai noi ré quan diém,
dong th(n g1a1 thich dwong hudng, néu nghi mudn nang cao tim mirc ly luan. Hon thé, néu nghl
sé thé hién tot dep hon, hai quy httu vui long mang ban nhan di theo tham du cudc ban luin dé
giai quyét khé khan. [d]

Vang, dung thé, ha nhan sé noi sy that tién sinh hay, Simmias dap. Ca hai c¢ luc gap kho khan,
ngwoi nay giuc nguoi kia dat cau hoi vi ngo boi mubn nghe tién sinh giai dap, song ludng lu
khong ddm quiy ray, vi s¢ ngd nhé lam vay tién sinh buon long trong canh bat hanh hién tai.

Nghe thay thé Socrates mim cuwoi lang 1€, doan cat tiéng nhé nhe: Troi dat o1, Simmias! Ban
nhan sé kho long thuyét phuc nguoi khac tin ban nhan khong coi s6 phdn hlen tai cia minh Ia
bat hanh,[e] néu khong thé thuyet phuc ngay ca hai quy hitu, nhat laquy hitu ngai ban nhan lic
nay au siu, buén ba hon moi lic. Hinh nhw quy hitu nghi vé truc cdm tién dodn twong lai ban
nhdan kém xa thién nga. Khi biét minh sé& chét thién nga kéu lén hon, hay hon thuong 1€, vi vui
murng s€ ra di gap than linh thién nga la dé ti trung thanh.[85a] Do nghl dén chétlaso hét hon,
con nguoi noi sai vé thién nga. Con nguoi bao ldc chét thién nga rén ri, thién nga rit kéu lan
cuoi, giong nao nuot vi buon Con nguoi quén chim khong hot khi doi, khi lanh hay khi dau
dén; ngay ca hoa mi, chim én, ré quat, con nguoi khang dinh, cling khong than, khong hot vi
sau. Trai lai, ban nhan 1 nghi, may chim vira ké, ké ca thién nga khong hot, khong kéu vi phlen
muon. Ban nhan tin s6 chim d6 c6 kha nang dw bao, tién tri cai tot dep & thé gidi vo hinh, vi 1a
chim ctda siéu than Apollo, [b] do thé riu rit, liu lo, vui vé vao ngay tit biét sinh ly hon bat ke lic
nao trong su6t cudc doi. Va ban nhan tin ban nhan 1a nd 1€ thurc hién viéc lam nhu thién nga,
phucvu than linh twong tw; ban nhan da ti€p nhan tir chti nhan sttc manh linh cdm khong kém
may chim, ban nhan khong hé bu6n phlen Kkhi tir gid c6i dovi. Boi thé, du so lam mich long, quy
hitu ctt néi, ctr héi tw nhién chirng nao dam Muwdi Mot Ong thanh qudc Athens van con cho

phép.

Datadiénta tuyét voi, Simmias dap. Ha nhan sé néi tién sinh r6 néng nodi khoé khan trudec, roi
Cebes sé& ké sau vi sao khong chap nhan ludn diém tién sinh dwa ra. Ha nhan ngh, c6 Ié tién
sinh cling vay, [c] d6i véi van dé nhu van dé hién tai hiéu biét chinh xac khé khan hét sirc néu
khong phai bat kha, nhung mat khac ha nhan cling nghl chi c6 loai ngudi kém coi tot buc moi
khéng c6 gang thir nghlem nhu‘ng gl da noi bang moi cach c6 thé, khong budng roi roi bé
chirng nao chuwa ty minh xem xét van dé tir moi khia canh. P6i véi van dé it nhat ngd boi phai
lam bang duwoc mot trong hai dleu Mot 1a, ngd b01 phai tim hiéu tir nguon khac hoac kham pha
cho ban than su that bao quanh van dé. Hai [a, néu lam theo hai duong ciling khong duoc, ngod
boi danh chap nhan trong s6 ludn diém con nguoi ap U luan diém kha tin hon hét, [d] khé be
bac bo, st dung luan diém nhuw chiéc bé chip nhan rii ro, can dam vuot bién di qua cudc doi,
trie ph1 tim thay chiéc thuyen vitng chac thuc hién cudc du hanh an toan, bot hiém nguy, nghla
la 1o than linh phtt ho. Béi thé, sau khi nghe tién sinh noi, ha nhan sé khong ngai ngung dat cau
hoi, va trong tuong lai sé khong phal tw trach vi khong noi nhu*ng gl dang nghi bay gio. Cebes
va ha nhan da suy nghi luan diém tién sinh dua ra, song ngd boi thay hinh nhw chwa théa dang.

Cam nghi rat w chi ly, quy hiru tu01 doi con tré o1, [e] Socrates dap, nhung vui long cho ban
nhan hay chwa théa dang thé nao.

Thé nay, ha nhan nhin xét, Simmias t1ep loi. Tién sinh c6 thé ly ludn twong tw vé hoa diéu, ciy
dan, day dan, hoa diéu Ia cai gi vo hinh, vo thé, tuyét my, vi diéu trong nhac cu day cang dung
do, cung phim diéu hoa, [86a] trong khi cay dan day dan la vat chat, vat the hop chat, tran thé,
gan giii cai ban chat phal chét. Bay gior gia du cay dan bi dap, day dan bi cit hoac chat, theo
Iuan diém cda tién sinh, hoa diéu nhat dinh van ton tai, khong hé bi hdy diét; béi phi ly hét sikc
cay dan, day dan ban chit thé nao cling tiéu ma van ton tai khi day dan da du't trong khi hoa
diéu gan glii va cung ban chat nhw cai siéu nhién, cai bat tir khong ton tai ma tiéu ma [b] truéc
cai von phai tiéu vong. Tién sinh sé néi hoa diéu dwong nhién van ton tai diu d6 nhw trudc kia,



g6 va day tat nhién muc nat, suy tan trudc khi hoa diéu tan bién. Tién sinh o1, ha nhan nghi
chic han tién sinh cling biét da s6 ngd boithuc sy gid dinh linh hon la céi thuoc loai nay; thé
xac cang, tu thanh moi gitta circ diém nong, lanh, kho, wot, [c] linh hon pha, hoa cac cuc diém
Ay khi cic diém hoa hop dung cach theo murc do can thiét. N&u linh hon thucsuyla hoa diéu,
hién nhlen khi thé xac co gian, ting gidm b4t thwong vuot qua diém chudn, do 6m dau, bénh
tat hodc rui ro chi phoi, duwong nhién linh hon phai chét tirc thi theo ding tién trinh, du siéu
hinh d&én may nhw bat ky hoa diéu ndo, trong 4m nhac, trong tac pham nghé thuit, trong khi
cai ton tai trong moi co thé phal ton tai lau dai, téi khi bi dot chay hay muc nat. Vay cho blet
ngo b01 sé no6i thé nao dé tra loi nguoi khang d1nh [d] linh hon vi la ph01 hop cac nhin t6 cia
thé x4c, sé la thanh phin diu tién tan lui trong tién trinh ngé boi goi la chét?

M¢& mat thao ldo, tién sinh nhin ngé bdi dim ddam, nhu thuong lam, mim cwoi ty nhién, roi
khoan thai cit tleng Nhan dinh cua Simmias qua thll’C y nghia. Né&u mot trong hai quy hiru
chuan bi sdn sang hon ban nhan, tai sao vi d6 khéng tra 1o vi xem ra Simmias l&o 1ai thdo luan
rat wtai tinh. Tuy nhién, ban nhan nghi truée khi Simmias tra 101, ng6 boi nén nghe dén lwot
Cebes phé binh lap luan cta ban nhan, [e] ngo hau ng6 bdi cé du thor gian can nhic, suy xét sé
noéi gi. Sau khi nghe Cebes phan bac, mot la ngd boi déng y y voi hai nguoi, néu nghi hai nguoi
dong diéu véi ngo boi, hai 13, néu hai nguoi doi nghich, ngo boi phai t1en hanh bénh vuc, trién
khai luan diém. Vay, bit dAu, Cebes. Quy hitu thic mac va nghi ngd cai gi?

Thura, thé nay, Cebes dap. D6i véi tién phu thado luan dudng nhw van dirng im tai cho va sdn
sang dén nhan phé binh nhw ngd b6i thé hién trudc day. [87a] Lap ludn linh hon ton tai truéc
khi nhap vao thé xac hién tai nghe rat théa dang, c6 thé néi thuyet phuc; tién phu khong thay
doi quan diém d6i véi lap luan. Nhung 1ap ludn linh hon van hién hiru dau dé sau khi ngo boi
chet tién phu nghi lap luan d6 c6 vé vu khoat. Xin lwu y. Tién phu khong dong y vé&i phan bac
cua Slmmlas cho rang linh hon khong manh, khong bén bang thé xac, vi tién phu nghilinh hon
vuot xa vé nhiéu mat. Luan diém cua tién sinh c6 thé hoi: Vay tai sao quy hitu van chua chiu
thuyet phuc? Quy hitu c6 van nghi ngo khi thay sau khi con nguoi chét phan yéu van tiép tuc
ton tai khong? Quy hitu c6 nght phan manh tat nhién phai ton tai lau hon khong? [b] Thua, day
1a cau tra loi. Tién 1 phu muon tién sinh dé y tién phu néi co phai khong. Vi cling nhw Simmias
tién phu muén dién t ¥ nghia bang hinh anh. Tién phu gia du nguoi tho dét gia vira chét. Luan
dlem cua tién sinh dwong nhw néi nguoi do khong thuc sw tan lui ma van ton tai dau do yén
on, an toan, roi dan chirng sw kién ao choang nguoi dé lam cho minh, mic hang ngay chua suy
tan, van ton tai. .[c] Néuai d6 tdy nghi ngo tién phu dam chic tién sinh s& héi gitra con nguoi
va do choang st dung thuong nhat, som rach dwong nhién, tht nao bén lau; khi aido dap th
thit nhat c6 thé bén hon, tién sinh sé nghi tién sinh da chitng minh ré rang nguoi tho détan
toan va yén on, vi vat the kém bén chwa tiéu vong. Nhung su thwc khong phai vay, Simmias, vi
tién phu muén y kién ctda quy hitu nita; ai cling thay nguoi nodi the la noi can, noi bura. Nglrol
tho dét da dét va mdc nhiéu do choang, mac du séng lau hon tat c3, song thé nao cling tan lui
trudc tdm cuoi cung. [d] N6i vay khong co nghia con nguoi yéu kém hodc khong bén bang tam
do. Tién phu tin twédng hinh anh loai suy co thé 4p dung vao twong quan gitra linh hon va thé
Xac; tién phu tham nghi nguoi nao noi vé hai thir theo cach twong tu la noi phai, ngi dung, linh
hon song lau dai, thé xac tuwong doi yeu 6t, song ngan ngui. Nguoi do c6 thé noi m01 linh hén
songlau hon nhigu thé xac, dac biét néu linh hon s6ng kha nhiéu nam. Néu thé xac lién tuc
thay doi va phan huy subt cudc doi, linh hon khong bao gio ngung thay thé phan tiéu hao, le]
nhung hién nhién va tit nhién, bat ké khi nao chét, linh hoén van mac tam 4o cudi cungva chi
tan lui trwedc tAm 4o trong truong hop nay thoi. Vay khi linh hon tan lui, thé xac sé biéu thi tinh
trang mong manh tu nhién, ay la tan rita, bién dang mau chéng. Vi thé ngd b01 Khong thé chap
nhan quan diém nay va tin twdng linh hon ti€p tuc ton tai ddu do sau khi ngo b01 chet. [88a] Vi
néu ngo bo6i dong y dirt khoat hon quy hitu, Simmias o1, khang dinh v&i nguoi stv dung lap luan
do, néu ngo boi dong y khong nhirng linh hon con nguoi ton tai trudére khi con nguoira doima
con thira nhan ngay ca sau khi chét Kkhong c6 ly do nao linh hon mot s6 khoéng ton tai, khong
t1ep tuc ton tai, sé khong ton tai, roi clr thé song di chét lai nhiéu lan, néu ngo boi dong y voi
nguoi dé do ndng luc truong ton tw nhién, do ban chat sinh ton manh liét, du kinh qua giam
cam lién tiép, linh hon van séng lau hon thé x4c, tuy nhién néu sau khi déng y tat ca nhw thé,



ngd béi van khong cong nhan linh hon khong hé han do nhiéu lan chao doi, cu01 cung khong bi
huy diét hoan toan trong mot lan chét, nguoi do sé noi khong ai biét cai chét nao hoac tach
biét ndo cda thé xac [b] gay nén tinh trang tiéu vong cua linh hon vi khong ai trong ngo boi c6
thé tién sdu tim hiéu van dé. Trong trwong hop do, quy hitu o1, khong ai trir nguoi mat tri moi
dam qua quyét truc dién cai chét, trir phi nguoi d6 c6 thé chu'ng minh linh hén tuyét d6i bat ti
va bat diét. Néu khong thé, con nguoiluén luén va tat nhién cdm thdy khlep dam khi cai chét
lai gan, vi s¢ hdi va nghi ngo trong tach biét chia ly dac biét khoi thé xac cudi cung linh hon sé
bi htty diét hoan toan.

Nghe [c] hai nguoi biéu 16 cdm nghi chéng doi ngo bdi cdm thiy kho chiu hét strc, nhw ngo boi
trao doi voi nhau sau do. Ngo b6i da hoan toan dong y qua thao luan trudc do, song bay gio hai
nguoi lai co vé day ngo b01 xu6éng hé hoang mang, dan ngo6 b6i téi chd nghi ngo khong nhirng
nhiing gi da noi, ma con ca nhing gi s€ noi sau do, c6 1€ so mot la ngd boi khong da kha nang
nhan xét, hai la de tai tw no co6 vé vien vong.

Echecrates. Yén chi, Phaedo, quy hitu c6 thé tin twong tién nhan. Vi trong lic lang nghe quy
hiru phat biéu tién nhan cling ho nghi tuong tu: Ngo boi nén theo ludan diém nao? Luan diém
cua Socrates cuc ky thuyet phuc [d] thé& ma bay gio bingo vuic hoan toan. Luan diém cho rang
linh hon 1a hoa diéu d6i véi tién nhan 1a luan diém 161 cudn dic biét, bay gid ciing nhu mai sau;
khi nghe nhic t&i luin diém tién nhan suc nhé chinh tién nhan truéc ddy da quan niém nhuw
thé. Bay gi¢r cai tién nhan thuc su can, ngay tlr dau, la luan diém khac dé thuyét phuc tién nhan
tin khi con ngu i chétlinh hon khong chét theo. Vay, troi o1, cho tién nhan hay, Socrates dé
cip luin diém thé nao? Tién sinh c6 td dau hiéu buc boi nhu da s6 quy hiru khong, hay lang
lang ra strc ctru vot ludn diém? [e] Tién sinh c6 thuc sw ctru vét dwoe khong? No6i cho ngd bai
hay day du, chinh xac va chi tiét.

Phaedo. Tin bi nhan di, Echecrates, truéc day tién sinh van thuong khién bi nhan ngac nhién.
Bi nhan phuc tai, song chu'a bao gio nhuw 1an nay. Bi nhan thAm nght chac han tién sinh dd co
san cau tra loi, sw that la vay, khong c6 gi la lung ca; [89a] nhung cai dac biét gay an tuong voi
bi nhan truéc hét 1a cung cach vui vé, hoa nha, kmh can tién sinh t1ep nhan’ phan bac cua hai
thanh nién, tiép dén nhanh nhau nhan ra hau qua cuéc dam luan anh hu'(rng ngo boi thé nao, va
cudi cting khéo 1éo xoa diu ndi budn, kéu goi lam nhw ngd béi la doan quan bai tran dang chay
tron, dang tan tac hay quay tro lai, tap trung nghi luc, khuyén khich ngo6 béi tham gia cling tién
sinh theo dudi cudc tim hiéu.

E. Ong lam thé nao?

P. Bi nhan sé noi quy hiru hay. Chang dinh ma nén bAt do bi nhan & bén phai, ng01 trén ghé
thap, tién sinh ngoi trén giwong cao. Vithé 6 ong dua tay xoa dau vuot nguoc toc gay [b] nhu
thuong lam nhiéu lan. Nhin lon t6c qudn quan lién tuc tréu choc 6ng noi: Phaedo, ban nhan
nghi cd 1& ngdy mai quy hitu nén cat mai tdc 6ng a nay di.

Vang, tién sinh, bi nhan dinh vay.
Ay ché néu tin ban nhan.
Thua, tai sao thoi?

La thé nay, 6ng noi. Vi hdm nay ban nhan sé cit toc ban nhan, quy hitu cat téc quy hiry, nghia
13, néu ngo boi dé 1ap ludn chet theo ngo boi, ngd b6i khong dt kha nang lam lap ludn soéng lai.
Hon thé, néu ban nhan la quy hitu, néu dé su that tudt thoat tam tay, ban nhan sé phai tuyén
thé nhu quan linh Argive [c] khong dé téc moc nita chirng ndo quay lai chién truong chién dau
danh bai 1ap luan cta Simmias va Cebes méi thoi.

Nhung, bi nhan phan déi, ngwoi ta ndi ngay Heracles cling chang thé danh lai ca hai.



Vay quy hitu nén goi ban nhan la lolaus, chirng nao tr&i con sang.

Thuwa, vang, bi nhan s€ goi tién sinh, nhung trong trwong hop nay nhw lolaus goi Heracles,
khong phai Heracles goi Iolaus.

Két qua chang khac ti nao, tién sinh ti€p loi. Song trwdc hét ngd boi phai cdn thin canh chimng,
tranh xa nguy hiém s6 mét.

Thuwa, thé 1a thé nao? Bi nhan hdi.

Thé nay . [d] Tré thanh ké ghet Iy ludn, tién sinh noi, nhw ngudi ta hoa ra dira gheét con nguoi.
Khong c6 bat hanh nao thé nhan phai ganh chiu khung khiép cho bang bat hanh ghét ly lun.
Ghétly luan va ghet con ngwoi phat trién theo duong tuong tuw. Ghét con nguoi len lach xuat
hién do nhAm mat tin twdng ngwdi khac, khong nhan xét, khong phé phan. Quy hiru tin twong
nguoi nay hoan toan thanh that, dang hoang, kha tin. ThO’l gian ngan sau do6 quy hitu thay
nguoi nay gla d&i, lwon leo, bat tin. Sw thé tuong tu xay ra thuong xuyén. Bat man lién tiép voi
nguoi [e] quy hiru tin tuong la ban than thiét, gan gi nhat doi, thé roi cubi cung sau nhiéu co
xat, buec tirc [ién mién, quy hitu di toi cho ghet b6 moi nguoi va tin twdng khong c6 ai trén tran
gian tit té, thanh thuc, than tinh ca. Quy hitu chwa chitng kién su thé nhuw thé u?

Thuwa, bi nhan ching kién roi.

Quy hitu han cam thay tinh trang su viéc nhu vay dang trach, tién sinh tiép loi, va h1en nhién
bat ngudn tir c6 gang mudn c6  glao té nhan sinh ma khong c6 kha nang nhan thirc cin thiét
sinh hoat nhan sinh thé nao, vi kha nang nhuw thé sé dan con nguoi toi cho tin tuong, cai trong
thuc té [a thuec, 190a] s6 ngudi hét strc tot va sé ngudi vo cung xau déu rat hiém, sé nguoi &
gifta hai cwc diém dong dao.

Tién sinh mudn ndi thé nao? Bi nhan hai.

Tuong tw nguoi rat cao va nguoi rat thap, 6ng dap. Quy hiru c6 nghi tim mot nguoi cuc ky cao
hodc mot nguoi cuc ky thap la cwc ky hiém thay ’khong? Hodc con cho hay, bat ké cai gi? Hay cai
cuc ky nhanh cai cuc ky cham, cai cuc ky xau cai cuc ky dep, cai cuc ky trang, cai cyre ky den?
Quy hitu c6 hay trong truwong ho'p nhuw thé cai cwe ky nhat & hai cwc thi hiém va it, nhwng ci &
gitra thi thira va nhiéu khong?

Da, c6, bi nhan nai.

B&i theé, [b] tién sinh nh4n manh, néu t6 chikc cudc thi x4u xa, thé ndo sd ngwdi thang, quy hitu
biét chw cling sé rat it.

Thuwa, chac vay.

Chtr gl nita, 6ng noi, song ly luan thye ra khong nhu con nguoi Ve phuong dién do. Ban nhan chi
vira cit budrc theo quy htru dan dwong chi 16i. Khong. Nét tuwong dong dwong nhu ndm & chd
nay. Khi bat ddu nguoi thiéu kha nang trong ly luan dat niém tin vao ly ludn coi nhw dung, thé
roi ngay sau do lai nghily ludn sai (vi c6 khi ly luan dung, co khi ly luan sal) c nhw thé véi ly
luan kh4c, roi ly luan khac nita. Quy hitu thira biét, nhat [a ngwoi bé thi gio nghién ciru mau
thuln cudi ciing tin tuong chinh ho da tro nén hét strc thong thai, [c] va khac han moi nguoi,
chi ho biét khong hé c6 thanh that hay kha tin trong batky sw k1en hay ly luan nao. Moi thir &
doi chi chuyén hwong nay, quay hu'crng no, nhap nho lén xudng nhw luéng nwéc trong eo bién
Euripos, khong lic nao dirng im & nguyén tai cho.

Tién sinh ndi dung o1 la dang, bi nhan nhan dinh.

O, gid du, Phaedo o1, 6ng tiép 1o, néu cé 1y luin chan thuec, kha tin, c6 thé tim hiéu, néu ¢



nguoi, song vi qua kinh nghiém Iy luan nhu thé, Iy ludn khi dang, khi sai, [d] khong trach ctr ban
than, khong nghi ban than thiéu kha nang chuyen mon, thay vi thé bang long, do ngan ngam,
sau d6 vui vé chuyen doi trach cit ban than sang trach cir ly ludn, cudi cung sudt doi chan ghét,
ché bai ly ludn, b&i thé khdng con co may biét sw thit vé thwce tai; sw thé nhw vy cé dang
thwong khong hé?

Thuwa, tréi oi, qua di chir li, bi nhan phu hoa.

A, dling roi, 6ng nodi, do la diéu dau tién ngo boi phal canh chung; ng6 boi khong nén dé diéu dé
1én vao tam tri khién 1y ludn tré thanh vé van, vien vong; [e] trai lai ngo boi phai cong nhan vé
mat klen thirc ng6 boi van con bénh hoan, que quat; ngo b6i phai chuan bi tinh than, c6 gang
hét strc tro thanh khoe manh, cuong trang, Phaedo va than hiru hién dién ¢ day phan nao vi ca
cudc doi sdp téi, bAn nhan truwc tiép do cai chét lo Itrng trurdrc mat. [9 1a] Béi luc nay nhin diéu
d6 ban nhan khong nhin véi thai do triét Iy ma véi tac phong hoan toan v hoc. Bdn nhan ham
ho tim cach qua mdt quy hiru trong ly luan. Quy hitu biét trong ly luan nguoi khong c6 giao duc
chan thuc khong quan tam o1 sy kién ban luan ma chi ban tam lam thé& nao moi nhguoi chip
nhén quan diém cia minh. U, lic ndy ban nhan cdm thay ban nhan & tinh trang toi té nhu ho,
chi khaclalo lang ctia ban nhan khong phai thuyét phuc nguoi nghe (trir phi ngau nhlen) ma
1am ndy n& trong long niém tin manh liét. Vi thé ban nhin cin nhac hoan canh, quy hitu than
thiét thay Khong ban nhan vu lgi, ich ky nhuong nao! Ban nhan nghi néu luin diém cda ban
nhan ma dung, tin theo la pha1 néu trai lai, chét la hét, [b] bat luan thé nao trong thoi gian
ngan ngui trudc khi chét ban nhan sé khong rén i, than van khién than hitu kho chiu; swot
mudt vé van nhw thé sé  khong tlep tuc ton tai véi ban nhan (nhw vay la bat ‘hanh) ma sé tan lui
ngay sau do. Simmias va Cebes quy men do Ia tinh than qua do ban nhan swra soan di vao
tranh ludn voi quy hitu. Phan minh néu chap nhan y kién ban nhan, quy hiru nén nghl rat it toi
Socrates, [c] trai lai rat nhiéu téi sw that. Néu nghi diéu ban nhan néi la that, quy hiru nén dong
y chap nhan néu khong, chéng déi, bac bé bang moi Iy luan quy hitu so dac Quy hitu khong
nén dé ban nhan trong luc hang ha1 say stra danh ltra ca ban nhan 1an quy hitu, réi nhw con ong
dé lai noc doc khi cit canh bay di.

U’phal ngod bdi phai tién hanh, tién sinh ti€p tuc. Nhé nhac cho ban nhin nhé quy hitu néi gi,
néu thay tri nhé ban nhan c6 vé mu md, chuénh choang. Ban nhan nghi Simmias ‘day nghi ngo
khon xiét; Simmias lo so mdc du siéu h1nh vi diéu hon thé xac, nhung linh hon sé bi huy diét
trude thé xac, [d] vi thudc loai nhirhoa dleu Cebes trai lai c6 vé dong y voiban nhan linh hén
bén bi hon th& xac, song lai nghi khong ai biét, sau khi nhap vao rat nhiéu thé xac, thé xac mai
mot, roi bo thé xac cudi cung ra di, linh hon cé tan lui hay khong. Cebes nghi chet co lé dang
vay, linh hon tiéu vong, vi thé xac khong bao gi¢ ngirng tan lui. Ban nhan nght c6 dung khong
h¢ Simmias va Cebes, day 1a van dé ngo béi phai tim hiéu chir gi?

Hai nguwoi dong y van dé la vay. [e]

Thé, tién sinh hoi, hai quy htru c6 bac bo tat ca ly ludn ngo boi dwa ra trwedrc dé khong, hay chi
phan nao?

Chi phan nao, hai nguoi cung dap.

Vdy, ong noi, y ki€n quy hitu ra sao vé phat bi€u ngb bdi dwa ra nhan thirc 1a hoi twdng, néu sw
that la vay, chic han linh hon phai ton tai dau do [92a] trudc khi nhap vao thé xac?

Phan riéng, Cebes dap, tién phu thdy lic d6 luan diém hoan toan thuyét phuc, bay gi¢ tién phu
cling tin nhw thé hon bat ky luan diém nao.

buing ro6i, Simmias phuhoa, y kién twong tw y ki€n ha nhan; ha nhin sé hét strc ngac nhién néu
thay d6i quan niém vé van dé do.

Nhuwng s& phai thay ddi, quy httu thanh qudc Thebes o1, Socrates néi, néu van tin hoa diéu la



vat thé hop chat, va linh hon la hoa diéu ph01 hop yéu to vat chat & tinh trang giang co. Ban
nhan tuong twong tu minh guy hitu ciing sé khong chap nhan quan niém khang dinh hoa diéu
hop chat [b] ton tai trudc yéu td cdu thanh hoa diéu. Hay 1a quy hitu?

Nhat dinh khong, tién sinh.

Quy hitu khong thdy d6 thuc ra chi la cai ngd boi néi khi quy hitu bao linh hon ton tai trwede khi
nhap vao thé xac con nguoi, va do cling chi la cai bao gom yéu to chua ton tai? Dwong nhién
hoa diéu khong hé giong cai quy hitu so sanh. Cay dan, day dan, am thanh tran trui ton tai
truedc; hoa diéu xuat hién sau, [c] ciu tao sau cung va huy diét trudre tién. Phat biéu nay cé sé
hoa hop véi phat biéu trudc khong7

Chang ti nao, Simmias dap.

Nhung, Socrates noi, néu phat biéu nao ciing bat budc phai hoa hop, phat biéu do sé 1a phat
biéu vé hoa diéu.

Vang, ding thé, Simmias dong y.

Nghia I3, Socrates nhin manh, gidi thich nay khong hoa hop véi giai thich cua quy hitu. Vay
quyét dinh quy hitu wa thich luan diém nao: nhan thitc 1a hdi twdng hay linh hon [a hoa diéu?

Ha nhan hoan hi chap nhan luan diém trén, chang chdt ngan ngai, tién sinh, vi da dwoc chirmg
minh, con ludn diém duwéi [d] chwa dwoc chu'ng minh, ha nhan chi chip nhan vi tinh trang c6
thé that va co I€ that, do laly do tai sao da s6 nguoi doi tin twong. Nhung ha nhan biét luan
diém ma chirmg c& chi can ¢t vao tinh trang c6 1é dung la hao huyen Néu khong déy y can than
thé nao tién sinh cling bi luan di€ém danh lira, nhw trong hinh hoc va b4t ké cai gi. Trai lai, luan
diém vé hoi twdng va nhan thirc khac hin, dé bat cin ctt trén gia thiét xirng dang duoc cong
nhan; khing dinh linh hon hién hitu truéc Kkhi nhap vao thé xac, luan diém hién nhién tuong
rng hoac thich hop véi mitc dé linh hon sé dic ban chat t8i hau ciia thuc thé; luan diém ha
nhan tin twéng ha nhan hoan toan cd ly cong nhan. Boi thé, ha nhan khong thé do tw minh hay
do ngudi khac cong nhan [e] luan diém linh hdon 1a hoa dleu

Thé van dé nay thi sao, Simmias? Quy httu c6 nghi hoa diéu hodc bat ké hop chat nao & trang
thai khac trang thai yéu t6 cdu thanh hoa diéu I tw nhién khong? [93a]

Thwa, khong, Simmias dap.

Theo chd ban nhan nghi hoa diéu ciing khong thé anh hwdng hay bi anh hwéng khac véi yéu to
cdu thanh hoa diéu.

Simmias dong y.

Ba&i thé phai gia dinh hoa diéu khong diéu khién yéu t6 cau thanh hoa diéu, ma yéu t6 cau
thanh hoa diéu diéu khién hoa diéu.

Simmias tan thanh.

B&i thé hoa diéu khong hé gay chuyén dong, tao am thanh hay lam bat ké cai gi, cung cach trai
nguoc cung cach yéu té cau thanh hoa diéu.

Qua that khong hé, Simmias noi.
Ban chit moi hoa diéu c6 phu thudc cung cach hoa diéu da dwoc hoa hop khong?

Ha nhan khong hiéu, Simmias dap.



Néu hoa hop day da hon, nghia 1a, & mirc d6 16m hon (gia thr viéc nay kha di), hoa diéu dwong
nhién day da hon, nguroc lai néu hoa hop kém day du, [b] nghia 13, & mitrc d6 nhé hon, hoa diéu
tat nhién kém day du.

Chic chan.

Su thé c6 dung véi linh hon khong? Linh hon nay day du hon linh hon kia, hoac khéng day du
bang linh hon kia, ngay ca & gi¢i han, mirc d6 nhd nhat?

Nhat dinh khéng thé thé dworc.

Thé thi, troi o1, xin lang nghe cdn thén, tién sinh néi. Nguwoi ta bao cd linh hén sang sudt, dao
dic, tir té, co linh hon ngu mudi, xau xa, doc ac. [c] N6i thé c6 ding khong hé?

Thuwa, dung qua.

Vay ngwdi chu treong ludn di€ém linh hon la hoa diéu sé giai thich thé nao vé chuyén ti té va
ddc ac hién dién trong linh hon? Liéu nguoi do co sé miéu ta hai thirla hoa diéu khac va khong
c6 hoa didu khong'? Ngudi dé c6 sé ndi linh hon tét duoc hoa hop, khong nhitng chinh né l1a
hoa diéu, ma con chira trong n6 hoa diéu khac, trong khi linh hdn x4u khong hoa hop nén
khong chita hoa diéu khac trong chinh né, phai khong?

Ha nhan thyec tinh khong biét ndi thé nao, Simmias dap, song hién nhién ngwoi cha treong
luan diém phai néi déi diéu twong tu.

Nhung ngd boi [d] da dong y y, 6ng noi, du thé nao linh hon nay ciing khong hon, khong kém linh
hon kia, nghia 13, hoa diéu nay cting khong day du hon, hoac khong day du bang hoa diéu kia,
phai khong7

Thuwa, phai.

Du thé nao cai khong hon, khong kém la hoa diéu cling khong kém, khong hon 1a hoa hop, ding
khong?

Thwa, dung.

Cai hoa hop khong hon, khong kém c6 thé tham dw khong kém, khong hon véi hoa diéu, hay c6
thé tham dw ngang bang?

Ngang bang.

Néu [e] linh hon nay khéng hon, khong kém linh hon kia, linh hon nay c¢6 hoa hop téi mirc 46
hay gi¢i han twong tw khong?

Thua, téi.
Néu téi, linh hon nay sé khong tham dw nhiéu hon véi khong hoa diéu hodc hoa diéu?
Chac chan khéng.

bo 1a sy that, néu doc ac khong phai la hoa diéu, dao ditc 1a hoa diéu, liéu linh hon nay c6 doc
ac hay dao dirc hon linh hon kia khong?

Khong thé.

Nhuwng trai lai,[94a] Simmias o1, theo ban nhan, do ly ludn xac dang, néu la hoa diéu, khong c6
linh hon nao s€ tham dw véi doc ac, vi hoa diéu dwong nhién, hoan toan la hoa diéu, khong la



cai gi khac, va s€ khong bao gio tham dw véi khong hoa diéu.

Chic chan sé khong.

Vi hoan toan, tuyét déi la linh hén, linh hon sé khéng tham dw véi ddc ac?
Lam sao c6 thé, can c vao nhirng gi da néi?

Vay theo ly luan nay linh hon tit ca sinh vat déu hién tir ngang bang, néu do ban chat linh hén
déu ngang bang 1a linh hon, khong 13 cai gi khac.

Ha nhan nghi vay, thwa tién sinh.

Ly ludn cua ngd bdi c6 diung, dng nodi tiép, va c6 dan t&i két luan nay khong, néu gia thiét cho
rang linh hon 1a hoa diéu 1a ding? [b]

Thwa, nhit dinh khong.

Xin hoi thém. Trong cac phan ciu thanh thé xac, quy httu c6 thé ké phan nao ngu tri con nguoi
ngoai linh hon, dac biét néu la linh hén khén ngoan?

Thwa, khéng, ha nhan khéng thé.

Theo quy hitu, linh hén chiéu chudng hay chong lai cam xuc cua thé xac? Ban nhin muén noi
chang han bi néng birc khat nwéc thé xac thém uong, linh hon bat lam khac, khong duoc uong,
doi bung, khong cho #n, bt nhin, va ngd béi thay hang ngan cach linh hon ngin can ban ning
sinh ton ctia thé x4c. C6 phai thé khong" [c]

Thuwa, ding thé.

Ban nay ngo boi ciing da dong y néu la hoa diéu linh hon sé khong bao gio lac diéu, mau thuan
véi do tang, do gidn, do rung hodc bat ky tinh trang nao ctia hang day hay bd phan cdu thanh,
trai lai ludn ludn di theo, khong bao gio hwéng dan bd phan?

Vang, ngd b6i da dong y nhu thé, di nhién.

Nhung bay gio ngd b6i thay ré rang linh hon hoat dong theo cach d6i nghich; linh hon hwong
dan moi yéu to cau thanh linh hon chéng d6i hau nhw moi yéu to [d] trong moi viéc subt cudc
doi, huwdng dan moi cung cach, st dung moi hinh thitc kiém soat, trirng tri, co ltc bing phuwong
phap khe khit, tho bao nhw phwong phap ap dung trong huin luyén thé duc dao luyény khoa,
co lic nhe nhang de doa, mang mo, cd luc diu dang khuyén khich, c6 ltc chuyen tro voi them
mudn, dam mé, so hai nhu thé linh hdn toan toan tach biét, khac han may tht, nhw thé linh hon
la vat thé nay noi chuyén véi vat thé kia khac hdn. Y hét Homer miéu ta trong Odysséy chd
Odysseus dam nguc bao tim binh tinh ling nghe: Klen nhan, tim oi! Mi da im ling d6n nhan
nhuc nha gap boi the nay. Quy htru c6 nght khi viét ciu tho d6 thi si nghi [e] linh hon 1a hoa
diéu, cai cé the nga nghiéng vi cam xuc cua thé xac khong? Thi si cé coi linh hén c6 thé ché ngw
va kiém soat cam xUc, tw no la cai qua wsiéu linh hon hoa diéu khong?

Thuwa, troi o1, tién phu thiy sw thé dwong nhw vy, tién sinh.

Vay, quy hitu trai tré oi, trong trwong hop do ngod boi hoan toan sai lJdm khi néi linh hén 1a hoa
diéu. [95a] Né&u noi thé ngd boi sé khong dong y véi Homer thi si siéu linh va mau thuln véi
chinh ng6 béi.

Chac vay.

Khong sao, Socrates ti€p tuc. BAn nhan nghilam Harmonia thanh qudc Thebes vira long dep y



ngo b01 da dat thanh cong dang ké. Thé con Cadmus thi sao, Cebes quy mén? Ngo boi sé xtr sw
thé nao va lap luan ra sao dé dng vui long ung y?

Tién phu nghi, Cebes ndi, tién sinh s€ tim ra cung cach. Ly luan tién sinh trung néu vé luin
diém hoa diéu virot xa moi hiéu biét déi véi tién phu. Lic Simmias ké kho khan dwong sy bat
gap, ngac nhién hét sitc, tién phu tu hoi [b] ai c6 thé ban luan véi Iy ludn cua dwong sy, tién
phu hoan toan ng& ngang khi thdy tirc thi dwong sw khéong the cudng lai 1y ludn cua tién sinh
tan cong pht dau téi tap. Bdi thé tién phu khong 1ay 1am la néu Iy luan cia Cadmus sé chiu
chung so phan.

Quy hitu quy hoa, Socrates tiép tuc, dung qua 101 kéo anh hwong tai hai tac dong bat xtrng ly
luan ngo6 bdi sap dua ra. Chuyén dé ngd boi dé than linh quyet dinh, song ngd boi sé nam chat,
bam sat theo cung cach Homer xem trong diéu quy hitu néi cé gi dac biét. Toan bd van dé quy
hitu doi hoi la the nay: Quy hitu chu ‘truong phai chimg minh linh hon bat tix, bat dlet [c] néu
khong niém tin cda triét gia sap chét tin rang sau khi chét triét gia sé vui swong o dll‘O‘l cOi am
vi da sdng, da chét theo triét hoc hon song theo cach khac sé 1a ngu mudi, ngé ngan, dan don.
Chirng minh linh hon manh liét, nghia la siéu linh, linh hon hién htru truwére khi con nguoi ra
doi, tat ca chuyén nay, quy hitu néij, khong chirng t6 linh hon bat tt ma chi ching t6 linh hon
séng lau. Noi linh hon ton tai rat lu tir trude, linh hon b1et nhiéu, song nhiéu [d] khong c6
nghia vi thé linh hon bat tit; thuc ra khi nhap vao thé xac con nguoila linh hon bat dau tinh
trang hiy diét nhw can benh phat sinh; sau d6 linh hon s& song cudc doi trong tinh trang cuc
nhoc gia tang, lan dwong nhoc nhan, cudi cung sé toi tinh trang huy diét ngod boi goi la chet
Quy hiru cting noi khong hé c6 khac biét doi vdi lo so moi nguoi ngod boi hang mang néu linh
hon di vao the xac mot lan hay nhiéu lan, vi theo I8 tw nhién trir ké mat tri con ai cling s chét
néu khong biét va khong thé chirng minh linh hon bat tir. BAn nhan nghi, Cebes, do 1a ban chat
Iy luan, thuc chat chong doi quy hiru chu truong. Ban nhan nhic lai, nhac lai ro rang, khong
pha1 mot lJan ma hon mot lan, phong truong hop ngod b6i bd sét diém nao, [e] va phong trudong
hop quy hitu mudn thém hay bét cai gi tuy y.

Thuwa, Cebes dap, tién phu khéng mudn thém hay bét cai gi lic nay; quan diém ro rang nhw tién
sinh noi.

bén day im lang mot luc kha 1au, tram tuw suy nghi, sau do tién sinh tir ton tiép loi: Cebes, vin
dé quy hitu dé cap khong phai tam thuong, vi doi héi tim hiéu xau xa, day dd nguyén nhan
dang sau sinh va diét, nguyén nhan thuc day tré thanh hién hitu va tan lui tat nhién. [96a] Néu
quy hiru mudn ban nhan sé k& kinh nghiém ban than vé lién hé nay; ti€p theo, néu thay co cai
gi c6 vé hitu dung trong chuyén ban nhan ké, quy hitu c6 thé str dung lam phan bién dé thuyét
phuc ngo boi.

Vang, tién phu chac chin mudn vay.

Thé thi lang nghe, Cebes, ban nhan sé ké. Lic con tré ban nhan ham mé kién thirc d6 la ky,
nguoi ta goi la tim hiéu thién nhién, vi ban nhan nghi do la kién thirc tuyét voi dé hiéu ngudn
goc moi vat, tai sao moi vat sinh ra, tai sao moi vat blen di va tai sao moi vat ton tai. Trong khi
tim hiéu ban nhan thlrcrng bin khodn téi lui thit nhat véi cau hoi vé van deé chang han thé nay.
[b] Co pha1 khi nong va lanh tac dong gay nén tinh trang lén men hay hw thoi, nhuw c6 ngudi nodi,
sinh vat nay no, phat trién khong? Ngo b01 co suy nghi bang mau, Itra, hodc khong khi khong?
Hay khong bang may thtr nay, trai lai do 6c nu6i dudng cam xuc thinh giac, thi giac, khiru giac,
ttr d6 ngd b6i cd ky trc va y niém, tir ky trc va y niém khi & trang thai tinh lang ngo boi c6 hiéu
biét? Roi trong khi tim hiéu cung cach s6 vat thé nay tan lui the nao, cai gl Xay ra trén troi, cai
gidiénra dwéi dat, cudi cung ban nhan di dén két luan ban nhan khong cO ti nao nang khi&u tw
nhién [c] vé hinh thirc tim h1eu nay. Ban nhan sé ke quy hitu hay chirng co day du. Tim hiéu
nhu thé khién ban nhan dui mu hoan toan ngay ca voi vat thé ban nhan va nguoi khac nghi ban
nhan da biét ro rang, nén ban nhan khong biét cai bAn nhan nghi ban nhan biét trudc day, biét
bao sw vat khac, va dac biét con nguwoi phat trién ra sao. Trwéc dé ban nhan nghi hién nhién ai



cling biét con ngwdi phat trién qua an, uéng vi thuwc pham lam thit ndy no, [d] xwong gia tdng,
va theo cung cach twong tw phan thich hop tang bdi moi phan co thé, nén con ngwdi phat trién
tir kh6i nhé ban dau thanh khéi 16m vé sau, , nguoi nho bé tré thanh ngudi to 16m. Lic d6 ban
nhan nghi nhw vay. Quy hitu c6 nghi nhw vay hop ly khong?

Thua, c6, Cebes dap.

Vay déy dlem nay nita. Ban nhan nghiy klen cua ban nhan thoa dang, khi ngwoi cao 16n ding
canh nguoi nhé bé nguoi cao 1on cao hon cai dau, tuong tw nhu treong hop hai con ngya. Thé
nay cang ro hon, [e] ban nhan nghi mwdi 16n hon tdm vi thém hai, hai sai dai hon mot sai vi
vuwot nira chiéu dai.

Y kién tién sinh thé nao vé sw kién d6? Cebes hoi.

Troi dat od, ban nhan khong tin ban nhan biét nguyén nhan bat ky sw vat nao trong s6 vira ké.
Khi quy hu‘u cong mot voi mot ban nhan khong biét mot thir nhat hay mot thit hai tré thanh
hai, hay ca hai tro thanh hai [97a] do cong mot nay véi motkia. Ban nhan khong hiéu lam thé
nao, khi sap lai gan nhau, hoac dé mét nay_ bén mdt kia, hop nhit nhw thé lai Ia nguyén nhan de
hai mét tré thanh hai, trong khi tdch ra mdi mot 1a mot, hai mot khongla hai. Va ban nhan
cling khong tin khi mot vat bi chia, sw chia la nguyén nhan khién vat do tr¢ thanh hai, [b] boi
bay gio nguyén nhan tro thanh hal 1a tinh trang déi nghich, vi hai vat dé gan va cong vai nhau,
nhung bay gio tinh trang la vat nay bi 14y di va tach khéi vat kia. BAn nhan | ciing khong thé
thuyet phuc ban than hiéu vat thé hoac bat ké cai gl hinh thanh nhw thé nao dé tré thanh mot;
tom lai, hiéu tai sao sy vat xudt hién, tan lui hodc tiép tuc hién hitu theo phwong phap tim hiéu
nay. Vi thé cudi cung bac bd, ban nhan may mo tim ra phwong phap ctia minh.

Mot hom ban nhan nghe nguoi doc cudn sach bao 1a cua Anaxagoras [c] khang dinh Tri Tué
diéu khién va 1a nguyén nhan ctia moi vat thé. Ban nhan hoan hi chap nhan luan thuyet ban
nhin thiy xem ra hop Iy Tri Tué la nguyén nhan ctua van vat; ban nhan ty nht néu sw thatla
vay, Tri Tué s€ dat dé, sap xep moi vat thé theo cung cach tuyét hao hon hé&t. Néu mu6n kham
pha nguyén nhan ctia mdi vat thé ca biét, tai sao sinh ra, tai sao tan lui hodc tai sao ton tai, ngo
boi phai kham pha [d] cung cach tuyét hao dé vat thé ton tai, tac dong, chiu tac dong theo bat
clr cung cach nao. Can cur vao chudi suy tuw, tién dé nay, con nguoi chi cAn tim hiéu cai gi tot
dep va thich hop hon hét doi véi vat thé nay hoac vat thé khac. Sau d6 dwong nhién con nguoi
cling sé biét cdi gi toi té hon hét, vido 1a phan cua hiéu biét twong tw. Nghi dén dé tai bdn nhan
vui suo'ng khon xiét. Ban nhan thim nghi ban nhan da tim thiy trong Anaxagoras vi thay uy tin
giang giai nguyén nhan sy vat ding nhw 1ong mong worc, e] ban nhan hy vong trwéc hét 6 ong sé
nodi cho hay trai dat det hay tron, sau do 6ng sé tlep tuc gidi thich chi tiét cho biét tai sao tat
yé&u lai nhu thé, néi cho twong cai gl tuyét voi, va tuyét voi hon hét la trai dat mang "hinh thu
do6. Néu 6 ong noi trai datla trung tim vii tru ban nhan nghi 6ng sé cat nghia ti mi trai dat & vi tri
do 1a tuyét vori; néu ong trinh bay diém nay ro rét, ban nhan san long khong bao gio muén biét
nguyén nhan nao khac. [98a] Ban nhan ciing san sang theo cach twong tw tim hiéu mat troi,
mat trang va thién thé khéc, toc do tuong ¢ doi, quy dao  cung moi hién tuwonglién heé toi vat the
vira ké, dong thoi lang nghe 0 murc do tuyét hdo mbi vat the tac dong va chiu tac dong thé nao.
Ban nhan khong hé ngh, tirng noi Tri Tué diéu hanh moi vat thé, Anaxagoras sé dwa ra bat ké
nguyén nhan nao de giai thich vat the hién hiru nhu thuc tai, trir nhu the 1a tuyét voi. Ban nhan
nghi mot khi da giai thich cai tuyét voi doi véi moi vat thé nhu nguyén nhan [b] d01 v&i moi
vat thé va nguyén nhan ton quat cho moi vat thé trong vii tru, ong sé tiép tuc giai thich cai tot
dep dic biét cho mdi vat thé, ci tot dep tong quat cho moi vat thé. Ban nhan S€ khong banré
hy vong lay mon tién that 16m lao. Ban nhan non nong, him hé c6é cudn sach cia 6ng, ban nhan
sé doc ngau nghién, mai miét nham biét cang sém cang quy cai gi tuyét voi va cai gl toi té hon
hét.

Quy hitu o1, hy vong chira chan nao ngo tan thanh may khoi, vi trong khi lan gi& trang sach t1ep
tuc tim hiéu ban nhan kham pha thay tac gia khong s dung Tri Tué, khéng trung néu nguyén



nhén déi véi trat tw diéu hanh vat the ma chi ké nguyén nhan la nwoc, khong khi, é-the va
nhiéu th& ky la khéc. [c] Ban nhan c6 cAm tuong tac gia that chang khac gi nguoi ké chuyén,
bat dau noi nhlrng gi Socrates lam déu do tri tug; t1ep theo khi tim cach  trung néu ly do cat
nghia moi dong tac ban nhan lam lai bao ban nhan ngoi day luc nay la vi than thé gom xuong,
co, gan, xwong déu dan, ngan cach b&i khép, trong khi co c6 thé co, gian, thit va da n6i co voi
nhau [d] dong thoi che xwong; vi the khi xuong gio 1én trong khcrp, co co gian nén ban nhan cé
thé khuyu, gap chan tay, d6 la nguyén nhan ban nhan ngoi day hai chan co lai. Theo cung cach
twong tu nguwoi do sé tiép tuc giai thich tai sao ban nhan néi chuyén véi quy hitu, nguoi do sé
vién dan giong noi, khong khi, thinh giac, hang ngan su viéc khac la nguyén nhan; nhung nguoi
do sé& hoan toan quén khong nhic t&i nguyén nhan thtrc su, dy 1a do ngudi thanh qudc Athens
nght két 4n ban nhan la phai,[e] vi thé ban nhan nghi ngoi day 1a phai, 1a ding dé chap nhan bat
ke hinh phat nao ho nghi ap datlén dau 1én c6 ban nhan la thich hop. B&i nhan danh linh
khuyén Ai-cp xin thé cling quy hitu. Gan nay, xwong nay dang 1é da 0 Megara hay Boeotia tur
1au[99a] mang theo nhiing gi chiing cho la tuyét hao, néu ban nhan khéng nghi chap nhin bat
ké hinh phat nao thanh quéc quyét dinh thay vi chay tron, dao thoat la phai Ié va hop ly. Nhung
goi swviéc vira K€ 1a nguyén nhan nghe qua w phi ly! Néu bao khéng cé xwong, khéng c6 gan,
khong c6 co, khong c6 bo phan khac lam nén co thé, ban nhan khong the lam nhitng gi ban
nhan quyét dinh, néi thé cé 1é dung. Trai lai, néu bao sw viéc do la nguyén nhan nhitng gi ban
nhan lam, ban nhan chua lwa chon chiéu hlrcrng tuyeét hdo, mic du hanh dong theo tri tug, 1a
néi theo cach hét sitc mo ho, vu khoat. [b] Cach noi do chi ham y y con nguoi khong thé phan
biét nguyén nhan thyc sy voi cai khong co cai d6 nguyén nhan sé khong thé 1a nguyén nhéan.
b6 1a lydoda s6 nguoi doi lam, lan mo trong bong toi ma bao d6 la nguyén nhan, dat tén cho
nguyén nhan khong thudc vé nguyén nhan. B&i thé nguoi nay bao trai dat cuon xoay, dung im
do bau troi nang do; nguoi kia bdo trai dit nhw chiéc nap 1on, phang khong khi & dudi do nang.
[c] Nhung ca hai chua he nghi tim ki€ém sirc manh lién hé téi sy viéc nay, san sang la tuyét hao
dé sy vat la tuyét hao, va ca hai ciing khong ngh1 strc manh nhu' thé cé sttc manh siéu pham. Ca
hai hy vong roi ra sé tim thay nguoi khong 16 manh khée, sdng lau, bat ti c6 kha ndng nam gii
thé gi¢i véi nhau, ca hai khong Itic nao tin twdng co cai thu*c sw tot lanh c6 kha nang gan bo,
rang budc moi vat voi nhau. Phan riéng ban nhan sé vui hét strc néu tré thanh dé tir cta bat ké
nguoi nao giang giai cho biét hoat dong cua loai ‘nguyén nhan do. Nhung ban nhan hoan toan
that bai vi khong tw minh tim thay hay hoc hoi twr nguoi khac. [d] Dau thé ban nhan chwa dén
ndi tuyét vong hoan toan, Cebes o1, quy hitu c6 muén ban nhan miéu ta cho hay phwong thirc
thir hai ban nhan tién hanh tim kiém nguyén nhan ra sao khong?

Thua, tién phu qua thit rit mudn nghe, Cebes dap.

0, sau d6, 6ng tiép loi, khi da mét méi vi tim hiéu sw vat, ban nhan tham nhti phai can than
tranh ne klnh nghiém caa nguoi quan sat truec ti€p mdt troi khi nhat thuec, vi trong s6 c6 nguoi
héng mit néu khong quan sat mat troi phan chiéu trén mit nuéc hodc vat thé nhu thé. Y nghi
twong ty lwdt qua tam tri, [e] ban nhan run so linh hon s& hoan toan dui mu néu ban nhan nhin
swvat bang mat, tim cach nim bit ting sy vat bang giac quan. Vi thé ban nhan nghi ban nhan
phail4n vao ¥ niém, tim hiéu sw that vé sy vat trén tran gian bang y niém. DAu thé, c4 1§, loai
suy vira ké chwa du, vi rd rang ban nhan khong thira nhan [100a] tim hiéu sw vat qua ngon tir
chi la ban téi hinh anh phén chiéu, chir khong phai nhin thang vao suw kién khach quan. Tuy
nhién, du sao, ban nhan khé&i sy thé nay: chip nhin nhw gia thiét trong moi trwong hop luan
diém ban nhan cho la cu thé hon hét, tiép theo coi 1a thuc bat ké cai gi hop v&i luan diém, vé
nguyén nhan hay ve cai gi, va coi la khong thuc bat ké cai gi khéng hop voiluan diém. Ban
nhan muén giai thich nghia ré hon vi nghi hién tai quy hitu khong hiéu.

Khong, troi i, qua that khong, Cebes noéi, khong ro 1am.

Ban nhan [b] mudn néi thé nay, ong ti€p tuc. Khong c6 gi méi mé, trir nhirng gi ban nhén nhac
di nhac lai nhiéu lan nhit la phan dau, trong dam luan hém nay va nhiéu lan truwéc kia. Ban
nhin sé co gang giai thich quy hitu hay luan diém vé nguyén nhan ban nhan ting quan tam,
ban nhan sé quay lai nguyén tic ngd béi nhic téi nhidu lan trueéc day va cin cit vao dé tién



hanh tim hiéu. Ban nhan cong nhan c6 cai dep tuyét déi, cai tot tuyét déi, cai lon tuyét do6i hién
hitu, do chinh ng, trong chinh no. Néu quy hiru chap nhan va dongy nhu’ng cai d6 ton tai, ban
nhan hy vong chlrng t6 cho quy hiru thay nguyén nhan ctia ban nhan la gi, va chirng minh linh
hon bat tir.

Yén chi, tién phu dong y, Cebes noi, tién sinh két ludn mau Ién. [c]

Vay déy 'y, 6ng tlep tuc, quy hitu c6 tan thanh voi ban nhén dleu tiép theo khong. Vi ban nhan
nghi néu co cai gi dep ngoai cai dep tuyét doi, cai dep twné va chinh no, cai do dep khongvi ly
do nao khac ma chi vi chia sé, du phin trong cai dep tuyét doéi, ban nhan néi thé véi moi cai.
Quy hitu c6 chap nhin loai quan hé nhan qua nay khéng?

Thuwa, co.

Ban nhan khong cong nhan va ciing khong tim hiéu nguyén nhan phirc tap khac nira. Néu c6 ai
néi cho hay cai gi do dep [d] vi mau sic phong phu hinh dang ngoan muc, van van, ban nhan
khong dé y, ban nhan coi thuong ly do, vi ngon tir nhuw thé chi khién ban nhan 1an 16n. Trai lai,
cung cach don gian, méc mac va c6 1€ vé van, ban nhan céng nhan luan thuyet moi vat chi tro
nén dep vi hién dién, chia sé, lién hé hodc bat ké cai gi quy hiru ménh danh tuy y, véi cai dep
tuyét doi; ban nhan khong mudn nhan manh vao ban chit lién hé, song diéu ban nhan biét
chac 4y 1a moi vat dep la do cai dep tuyét d6i. BAn nhan nghi do [a cau traloi 6 on théa hon hét
ban nhan c6 thé tra 1o ban than va tha nhan. [e ] Ban nhan tin twong néu bam chat luan thuyet
ban nhan sé khong bao gio sai lam. P6 1a cau tra 1o an toan tra 1o ban than va tha nhan 1a moi
vat dep la do céi dep tuyét doi. Quy hitu c6 cling nghi nhw thé khong?

Thua, co.

Do kho 1é6n ma vat dung 16n, vat dung 16n hon 1én hon, do c& nhé ma vat dung nho, vit dung
nhé hon nho hon?

Vang.

Neu 6 ngwoi noi cho hay nguoi nay cao hon nguoi kia cai dau, nguoi kia thap hon nguoi nay
cai dau, cling nhw ban nhan quy hiru khong chap nhan y kién do. .[101a] Quy hitu phan doi, quy
hitu chi néi I6n hon 1a 16m hon vé kho, kho 1a nguyén nhan tao nén lé'n hon; va nhé hon chila
do c& nho, c& nho la nguyén nhan tao ra nh6 hon. Quy hiru s€ ngai néu pha1 khang dinh nguoi
nay lon hon hay nho hon béi cai dau, vi so bi phan doi, trwdc hét, 16n hon 1a 1én hon, nhd hon
la nho hon, boi cung vat dung, [b] tiép dén, lém hon 1a lo'n hon béi cai dau la vt nhd, va su thé
xem ra ky la hét sttc, nhat [a vat dung nhé lam con ngudi 16m. Quy hitu c6 so diéu dé hay
khong?

Da, c6, Cebes vira cwoi vira dap.

Va quy hitu sé ngai n6i mwoi hon tam la hai, hai la nguyén nhan cua sy hon; quy htru sé noi
muoi hon tdm bang s6,s6 do la nguyén nhan cua sw hon? Ciing nhw quy hitu s& so noi vat dung
hai sai dai hon vat dung mot sai dai bang ntta chiéu dai, thay vi néi 16n hon vi khé 1én hon,
phai khong?

Thuwa, ding thé.

Hon nira, quy hitu s€ tranh khong khang dinh, néu mot cong mot, viéc cong la nguyén nhén cua
hai, [c] hoac néu mat chia ra, viéc chia la nguyén nhan ctda hai. Quy hitu clng sé lon tiéng phan
doi quy hitu khong biét lam thé nao mbi vat co the phat sinh, trir chia se v6i thuec tai ddc biét
vat do dw phan Va truong hop ban nhan vira de cap, quy hiru sé noi quy hiru khong blet
nguyén nhan nao dé tré thanh hai trir dw phan vao thuwec tai hai, vat s€ la hai phai chia sé véi
thuc tai ndy, cling nhw vat sé thanh mét phai dw phan vao thu*c tai mot. Quy hitu sé khuwoc twe



viéc cong, viéc chia va viéc ly ky nhw thé dé nguoi thong thai gap boi giai thich. Nhung nhu ho
noi, vi s¢ bong minh, [d] do thiéu kinh nghiém doi vai van de, de bao dam an toan, quy hitu
bam chit gia thiét va tra 1oi tuy tién. Néu c6 nguoi phan bac gia thlet quy hiru khong them dé
¥, quy hitu khong bubn tra 11 chirng nao xem xét hau qua di theo gia thiét c6 tuong hop hay
mau thuan v&i nhau khong. Khi phai giai thich gia thlet mot cach hop ly quy hiru sé tlen hanh
theo duwong 16i tuong tu, nghia 13, quy hiru sé dua ra gia thiét khac, co ve tot dep hon gia thiét
dau [e] chirng nao dat diém kha dI chap nhan doi véi muc dich mai thoi. bung khong? Nhung
quy hitu sé khong xao tron hai ia thiét voi nhau nhu nguoi wa y twong mau thuan thuong lam
bang cach mo xe gia thiét va két qua cua gia thlet cung luc, neu khong c6 khac biét, nghia la
néu quy htru muo6n kham pha phan nao sw that Ve bat ké cai gl. Nguoi nhw thé co 1é sé nhat
dinh khong tranh luan mot 101 va ciing khong mady may quan tam mot ti vée chuyén do, vi ho
thira khon ngoan khudy dong, tra tron moi chuyén voi nhau va van cam thay bang long voi
chinh minh, mdc du Iy luan cta ho 1a mé bong bong. [102a] Trai lai, néu la triét gia, ban nhan
nghi, quy hiru s& lam nhw ban nhan miéu ta.

biéu tién sinh néi ding vo6 cung, Simmias va Cebes cung phu hoa.

Echecrates. 0, Phaedo! Khang dinh voi quy hity, tién nhan khong ngac nhién. bung qua, tién
nhan thiy tién sinh dién ta ro rang ky la d6i véi bat ky ai ngay ca ngwoi kém thong minh.

Phaedo. Qua viy, Echecrates, ngwoi hién dién & day déu nghi twong tu.
E. Ngo boi cling vay du khéng cé mat, bay gio méi nghe. Sau d6 con néi gi nira?

P. Bi nhin nhé khi diéu vira ké dwoc chdp nhan, moi nguoi dong y [b] hinh trang hién hiru dwéi
nhiéu hinh thirc, hinh trang la thuc tai quyét dinh, 1y do tai sao hién twong duoc goi theo hinh
trang 1a do chia s¢, tham du vé1i hinh trang, tién sinh hoi tiép: Néu quan niém nhlr thé, theo
ban nhan, khi noi Simmias cao hon Socrates, va thap hon Phaedo, quy hitu c6 ¥ néi Simmias
s& dic lac d6 ca thudc tinh cao 1an thudc tinh thap khong?

Thua, co.

Nhung bay gi¢ quy hiru c6 thira nhdn, 6ng tiép 1o, phat biéu Simmias cao hon Socrates khéng
hoan toan dién ta dung sw that? Thu'c ra Simmias khong thwc sw cao hon vi dwong sw la
Simmias [c] ma vi chiéu cao cua du'ong sw. Cling nhw du'o'ng sw khong cao hon Socrates vi
Socrates la Socrates, ma vi Socrates thap hon so véi chiéu cao clia duong su.

Thwa, dung vay.

Cling nhu Simmias khong thap hon Phaedo vi Phaedo la Phaedo, ma vi chiéu cao cia Phaedo
so v&i chiéu thip cia Simmias.

Vang, ding thé.

Vay theo cach nay co thé n6i Simmias vira cao vira thap vi & gitta hai chiéu; vuot chleu thap
clia ngwdi nay bang chiéu cao, [d] thua chleu cao cua nguoi kia bang chiéu thap ciia duong su.
bén day chot nghe néi thé tién sinh vira mim cuwdi vira cat tiéng: Quy hitu sé nghi ban nhan néi
giong hét sach chi dan. DAu viy ban nhan nghi d6 1a sw that nhw ban nhan trinh bay.

Simmias dong y.

S& di noi thé 1a vi ban nhin mudn quy hitu chia sé quan ¢ diém véi ban nhan vé van dé nay. Ban
nhin thay khéng nhitng sw cao tw no khong bao gio muon la cao va thip cung ldc, song cling
thiy sw cao trong ngo boi sé khong bao gio chip nhin la thap hodc bi vwot qua. Trai lai, theo
ban nhan, mot trong hai diéu sé xay ra: mot la sw cao sé tau thoat hoac rat lui bt ké khi nao
doi nghlch swthap, tién t&i, [e] hai la sw cao sé& bi hity diét khi d6i nghich tién téi. Sw cao sé



khong san l0ng cam chiu, chap nhan sw thap, vi la cai khong phai no. Lay trwong hop ban nhan
lJam ti du. Ban nhan ding tai chd, chdp nhan, cam chiu cai thap va van la nguwoi nhu trudec, van
nguoi do, chi cé diéu 1a thap. Nhumg sw cao vi la cao khong thé tré thanh thap. Cing nhu sy
thap trong ngo boi sé khong bao gio trér thanh cao hay 1a cao; [103a] doi nghich ciing vay,
trong khi van nhu truéc sé khong cung luc tré thanh hodc la dsi nghich cda d6i nghich; trong
tinh trang nhw thé mot 1a ddi nghich bién dang, hai 1 bi htiy diét khi thay d6i dién ra.

Tién phu hoan toan déng y, Cebes noi.

T&i day c6 nguoi trong dam ban nhan khong nhé r6 la ai thang thot chen loi: Khoan! Troi dat
o1, trong thao luan phan trwdc ngd boi da chang dongy cai ddi nghich dich Xac cua cai dang
ban bay gio w, nghia 13, cai 1&6n hon dén tir cai nhé hon, cai nhé hon dén tir cai 16n hon, va chinh
xac la cai doi nghlch den tlr cai doi nghich? Nhung bay gi®r ké ngu nay thiy ngd béi dang noi cai
do sé khong bao gior xay ra.

Vira nghe Socrates nga ngay dau sang phia nguwoi noi, tir ton, nho nhe dap lai: Quy nhin da
diing cam luu y ngd boi nho khoi quén, song quy nhan khong nhan ra khac biét gitra [b] nhirng
gl noi bay gio va nhitng gi ban luc dé. Cai ngd boi noéi luc do la cai doi nghich dén tir cai doi
nghich cua no, con bay gio ngod boi bo cai doi nghich tw no khong bao gio co thé tré thanh cai
do6i nghich ch1nh no, du do la d01 nghich trong ngo b6i hay déi nghich trong thién nhién. Noi
khac di, quy nhan o1, ngd_ boi néi toi sw vat s& dac pham chat doi nghich, goi sw vattheo tén
pham chat nhung bay gio ngo b6i néi vé chinh pham chat, do hién dién cua pham chat trong
sy vat ma sy vat mang tén goi. Ngo boi nhan dinh do6i nghich tw ching sé nhat dinh cu tuyét
khong bao gio chiu chap nhan tré thanh 1an nhau. [c] Pong thoi nhin Cebes tién sinh két luan:
Cé diéu nao quy nhan nay vira phat biéu khién quy httu ban tdm khong?

Thuwa, bay gi¢ thi khéng, Cebes dap, song tién phu khong phii nhan nhiéu diéu khién thac mic.

Vay la ngo boi da dong y, khong néu, khong nhung, nhu nguyén ly tong quat, 6ng ndi, cai doi
nghlch sé khong bao gio 1a cai doi nghlch cta chinh né.

Hoan toan dong y.

Vay dé y xem quy hitu cé sé dong y diém nay nira khong. C6 cai quy hiru goi la néng, cé cai quy
hiru goi la lanh.

Vang.

Hai cai [d] c6 gi6ng cai quy hitu goi la tuyét va Itra khéng?
Troi dat oi, khong!

Vay cai nong la cai khac Itva, va cai lanh la cai khac tuyét?
Vang.

Theo ban nhan quy hiru nghi vi la tuyét cai do sé khong chip nhin cai nong, nhw ngod boi noi,
ma van la tuyet gitr nguyén tinh trang nhu trudc, chi c6 thém nong, nhung khi cai nong lai gan
cai d6 s€ mot la rut lui, hai la bi huy diét.

Chic vay.

Cling nhu khi cai lanh lai gan Ira sé lanh xa hodc ngirng ton tai; ltra sé khong bao gio liéu linh
chdp nhan cai lanh, ma van Ia lira, gitt nguyén tinh trang nhw truéec, chi c6 thém lanh. [e]

Thuwa, ding thé.



B&i thé ngd boi thdy nhiéu truong hop gidng truwdmg hop nay, c6 nhitng cai khong nhiing hinh
trang tw n6 xtirng dang mang tén mai mai, ma c6 nhiing cai khong phai hinh trang, song c6 ddc
tinh cua hinh trang cling mang tén bat ké hinh trang hién hitu noi nao. C6 1€ ban nhan can 13y
vi du cho nghia rd hon. S6 1é phai luén luén mang tén 18, ding khong?

Thwa, dung qua.

0, ban nhan muon héi thé nay. C6 phai s6 1é 1a cai duy nhat mang tén nay, [104a] hay co cai
khac khong nhw so 1€, song phai luon lu6n mang tén nay, cung voi tén cta no, vi ban chat cia
n6 la nhw thé nén khong bao gi¢r tach khéi so6 16? Ban nhin mudn néi chang han s6 ba265 cung
nhiéu so khac. béy s0 ba. Quy hitru c6 nghi ngo b01 phai luén luén goi ca tén cua né 14n tén sO
1é, du s6 1é khong glong s6 ba? Ban chat s6 ba, s6 nam va nira tong s0 cac s lan lugt, moi s6
deu 1é, du khong s6 nao glong s6 1é. Cling nhlr s0 hai, s6 bon, [b] va tong s6 cac so [uan phién,
moi s6 ludn ludn chan, du cac s6 khong gidng s chan. Quy hitu c6 déng y hay khéng?

Thuwa, di nhién.

Bay gi¢r d€ y, bAn nhan mudn néi ré hon, di€m dinh noi the nay. Xem ra khong nhirng déi
nghich tw ching khong chap nhan doi nghich, ma ciing c6 nhirng cai khong phai déi nghich,
song ludn ludn chira dwng déi nghich, 1am ra vé nhw thé khong chip nhin hinh trang doi
nghich vo1 hinh trang chiing chira dyng, nhirng cai nay sé€ tan lui hodc rat lui khi hinh trang lai
gan. Ngo boi c6 sé noi so ba sé tan lui [c] hay chap nhan bat ké s6 phan thé nao khong truéc
khi tré thanh chan trong khi van la s ba?

Thuwa, chdc chin, Cebes dap.
Cling nhw hai va ba khéng phai doi nghich.
Khong phai.

Nhu vay khong phai chi hinh trang doi nghich khong chap nhan doi nghich tién téi, song cling
c6 cai khac khong chap nhan doi nghich tién téi.

bung qua.
Quy hiru c6 mu6n ngd boi dinh nghia, néu cé thé, nhirng cai nay khong?
Tién phu mudn lam chtt.

0, Cebes, c6 phai nhirng cai do la cai bi bat ké cai gi chiém c& ép budc [d] phai khong nhiing
chira du'ng hinh trang ctia chiing ma con luén luén phai chita dwng hinh trang ctia cai déi
nghich?

Tién sinh mudn ndi thé nao?

Nhuw ng6 béi vira néi lic ' ndy, quy hitu thura hiéu cai hinh trang ctia s6 ba chiém cir khong
nhitng chi 1a s6 ba ma ca so 1é.

Puwong nhién.

Va ngo boi bao hinh trang d6i nghich hinh trang san sinh két qua nay sé khong bao gi¢ tién t&i
cai do.

Khéng thé.

Nhwng hinh trang cta sé 1é san sinh ra cai d6?



bung.

Hinh trang ctia sd chan 1a d6i nghich hinh trang cua sé 1&?
bung.

Hinh trang cta sd chan sé khong bao gid tién téi s6 ba?
Khong bao gio. [e]

N6i khac di, s6 ba khong dw phan trong sd chan?

Nhat dinh khong.

Vay sd ba khong chan?

bung.

Cai ban nhan de cap ngod boi can dinh nghia, nghia 13, thudc loai nao, trong khi khong thuc sy la
ddi nghich cta cai gi, song khong thira nhan 61‘01 nghlch chang han ngd boi thay s6 ba khong
thira nhan sO chan, du khong phai ddi nghich cta s chan, vi luén ludn mang theo déi nghich
clia s6 chdn; cling nhw s6 hai khong thra nhan so 1é, Itra khong thira nhan lanh va rat nhiéu thir
nita. [105a] Quy hitu c6 dong y véi ban nhan khing dmh thé nay khong. Khong nhitng dsi
nghich khong thira nhan déi nghich, ma d6i nghich con khong thira nhan hinh trang mang theo
doi nghich, nghia la hinh | trang mang theo déi nghich chinh n6 sé khong bao gio chap nhan doi
nghich cua doi nghich né mang theo? Xin nhac lai dé quy hitu nho; nhac lai khong ton hai gi
dau. S6 nam khong chap nhan y niém 1a s6 chan, hai Ian nam, s6 mudi  cling khong chap nhany
niém la s6 1é. S6 do tw né khong la d01 nghich, song khong chap nhan y niém la s6 lé. Cling nhu'
mot rudi, hodc phan s6 nhw mot nira, ba phan tw, van van sé khong chap nhan y niém 1a s6
nguyen. [b] Quy hitu theo sat va dong y cht?

Thua, tién phu theo sat va hoan toan dong y véi tién sinh.

Bay gi¢ bat dau tro lai, tra loi ban nhén, 6ng néi. Lam nhw ban nhan, dung tra loi ban nhan loi
nhw 1o cau héi ban nhan dwa ra. Ban nhan muén noi, ding dua ra cau tra loi an toan ban nhan
dd st dung, vi ban nhan nhin an toan theo hudng khac d6 la két qua cta nhiing gi ngo bdi ndi
tir nay dén gi¢. Chang han, néu quy hitu hoi, cai gi & trong co thé lam cho co thé néng, ban
nhan sé khong dua ra cau tra 1oi an toan, song do dan [c] vanéi do la nhiét; ban nhan sé dwa ra
cau tra loi lyky ratra tw két qua ngd boi ban luan tir nay dén gior va dap do 1a Itra. Néu quy hiru
hoi, cai gi ¢ trong co the lam cho co thé om, ban nhin sé khong tra 1oi bénh, ma noéi sot. Ciing
nhlr v&i cau hoi s6 gl 0 trong s6 d6 lam cho so do 1¢, ban nhan sé khong tra [&i tinh trang 1é, ma
ndi tinh trang mét, van van. Quy hitu hiéu ré y ban nhan mudn néi ch?

Vang, rat ro.

Vay, 6ng tiép tuc, cho ban nhin hay cai gi & trong co thé lam cho co thé song?
Thuwa, linh hon, Cebes dap.

Sw that ludn luén nhw vay ha? [d]

Vang, di nhién.

Vay linh hon luén luén dem cai song cho bat ké cai gi chira dung linh hon?

RO rang, khong chut nghi ngo.



C6 cai d6i nghich véi cai s6ng hay khong?
Thuwa, c6 mot.

Cai gi vay?

Thua, cai chét.

Ngo boi da dong y truéc day linh hon khong bao gitr chdp nhan déi nghich ctia déi nghich linh
hon mang theo?

Vang, ngd boi da dong y ranh rot nhw thé.

0, thé ngd bsi dung tén nao dé goi cai khong chap nhan hinh trang cta s6 chan?
S6 khong chan, Cebes dap.

Ngd boi goi la gi cai khong chap nhin cong binh chinh trwc hoac van héa?
Khong van hoa, cai kia la bat cong bt chinh. [e]

Chi 1y, ng6 boi goi la gi cai khong thira nhin cai chét?

Cai khong chét, Cebes dap.

Linh hon khong thira nhin cai chét?

Khong.

Vay linh hon khong chét, linh hén bat t&?

Vang, bat ti.

Xac dang, 6ng néi. Ngb bbi cé nén néi diéu nay hién nhién khéng? Y kién quy hitu thé nao?
Thua, tién sinh, hét strc hién nhién.

Cau hdi tiép theo thi sao, Cebes? Ong tiép 1. N&éu s6 khong chin bat diét, s ba c6 bat diét
khong?

Thuwa, di nhién. [106a]

Néu cai khong néng bat diét, vy khi c6 nguoi mang nhiét toi, tuy€t c6 sé ruat lui cho an toan,
khong tan khong? Hay tuyét khong bi hiy diét, trai lai ding im tai chd va thira nhan nhiét?

Tién sinh no6i dung qua.

Cling nhw néu cai khong lanh bat diét, vAy khi cai lanh tin cong, Itta sé khong bi d4p tat hay hay
diét, ma rut lui an toan.

Puong nhién.

C6 thé néi diéu twong tw vé cai khong chét khong? [b] Néu cai khong chét cling bat diét, vay khi
bi chét tin cong, linh hon khong thé nao tan lui. Vi can cir vao dleu da no6i, linh hon sé khong
thira nhan cai chét hoic bi chét, nhw ngd bsi da néi, s6 ba hodic s6 18 sé khong thira nhanla so
chan; Itra hodc nhiét trong ltra khong thtra nhan sé 3 lanh. Nhung c6  nguwoi sé phan bac, khi s6
chan lai gan so 1é khdng tré thanh s6 chdn, nhw da dong y, tai sao s6 1é tuné khong tan luj, [c]
cai gi ngan can s6 chdn xuat hién thay thé? Ngd bdi khong thé tra 1o nguwdi néi cau nay s6 1é



khong bi huy diét, vi so lé bat diét. Néu da dong y s 1é bat diét, ngd béi c6 thé tra 1oi dé dang
khi s6 chdn téi gan s6 18 va s6 ba lan tranh, bé di. Ngo bdi ¢ thé nhan manh sw thé twong tu
v&i ltra, nhiét va thir khac. bing khéng?

Thwa, dung vay.

Bd&i thé néu ngo boi da dong y cai khong chét la bat diét cling | bat ti, vay linh hon ngoai viéc vi
bat tir cling bat diét. [d] Néu khong dong y nhw thé, ngd bdi can lap luan khac.

Chang can lap luin ciu ky, Cebes dap, b&i néu cai khong chét, cai ton tai mai mai, chap nhan
hty diét, xem ra ching c6 cai gi c6 thé chong lai hiy diét.

Ban nhan hinh dung tat ca sé dongy, tién sinh noi, than linh, hinh trang cudc s6ng, chinh né,
cung bat ké cai gi khong chét khdng bao gid nglrng ton tai.

Moi ngwdi dong v, troi od, di€m d6 va tién phu twdng twong than linh con déng y hon nhiéu.
Néu cai khong chét bat diét, viy linh hon, [e] néu khéng chét, cling bat diét?
Han thé, nhat dinh.

Vay khi chét dén v&i con nguwdi, phan tat chét cia con nguwoi chét, song phan khéng chét lanh
xa toan ven, bit diét, nhwong cho cho chét.

Dudong nhw thé.

Vay, ro nhu ban ngay, Cebes o1, tién sinh t1ep tuc, linh hon con nguoi chac chan bAt tr va bat
diét, [107a] linh hon ngo boi thtrc swva thé nao cling ton tai & thé gidi bén kia.

Thua, tién phu chang con gl dé noi vé chuyén do nita, Cebes khang dinh, ké ca nghi ngo lap luan
clia tién sinh. Tuy nhién, néu Simmias ngoi day hoac ai do c6 y kién muon néu, chang nén gite
im lang, boi tién phu khong biét con dip may nao khac ngoai dip may hién tai dwong su cé thé
dwa ra néu mudén néi hodc nghe doi diéu vé deé tai dang ban.

Hién nhién, Simmias d& 1o, phan riéngkhong conly do dé nghi ngo sau khi nghe phat biéu,
song vl nhan ra tam quan trong cua dé tai va quan niém han hep ctia ban than vé ban chat yeu
kém clia con ngudri, ha nhan [b] van con ddi chdt ho nghi riéng tw vé nhitng gi ngd béi da noi.

N6i thé quy hitu khong sai chut nao, Simmias, tién sinh tiép 101, hon nita, du quy httu thdy
thuyet phuc, song gia thiét dau tién clua ngo bsi van doi hai xem xét 1 rang hon ntra. Néu quy
hitu va than hitu phan tich gia thiét day du, khit khao, ban nhan tin tu*ong quy hiru sé dat sw
that cla van dé dén mirc t6i da tam tri con ngwoi cé thé viron téi. Va néu chic chin da lam nhw
thé&, quy hitu sé khong can tim hiéu hon nita.

Thwa, ding thé.

Vay, cac quy hitu kha ai o1, [c] du thé nao cling nén suy nghi that ky diém nay. Néu thuce sw bat
tir, linh hon doi hoi ngd bsi cham lo, san soc¢ khong nhing chi thori gian ngo b01 goi 13 cudc doi
ma ca san soc, chdam lo moi thoi gian; néu chénh mang khong lam vay con ngwoi sé tro nén cuc
ky nguy hiém. N&u chét 1a dirt bd moi ‘rang budc, chét sé la moi loi lon lao doi véi nguoi x4u xa,
vi qua chét ho khong nhirng thanh toan thé xac, thi tiéu toi 101, ma con dirt b linh hon. Nhung
suw thé cho thay ngo bo6i nhan ra linh hon hién nhién bat ti, khong c6 cach nao [d] lan trén bt
hanh hodc ctru rdi linh hon trir co gang toi da tr¢ thanh dirc hanh, khon ngoan. Vi di xuong am
pht linh hon khong mang theo cai gi trir gido duc va cung cach da séng, hai pham tru cucky
quan trong ngo boi nghe nguoi ta n6i dem lai loi ich 16n Tao hoic tai wong ghé gom cho nguoi
vira chét ngay khi bat dau hanh trinh di xudng duéi do. Nguoi ta ké khi mot nguoi chét than ho
ménh ban cho trong cudc doi sé ¢ gdng din dén noi tu tap moi ngwdi phai téi trinh bay



trueong hop ban than dé xét xi, phan dinh xong xuoi, [e] tat ca di xuong am phu theo nguoi
dan duong dwa ho sudt hanh trinh tir thé gi¢i nay dén thé gioi do. T noi sau khi chiu dung du
thi, phai gdp s phan thé ndo, phai & lai bao l1au, ngudi dan dudng khac dan ho tré lai thé gioi
nay sau nhiéu chu ky thoi gian kha dai. Hanh trinh khong nhu Telephus cta Aeschylus miéu ta.
[108a] Nhan vat nay néi chi c6 mot duong duy nhat dan xuongam phu, song ban nhan nghi
khong phai mot duwong duy nh4t, vi néu thé chang can nguoi dan duong; néu chi c6 mot duong
ai di cling dwoc, khong ai nham lan, Iam lac bat ky cho nao; chic han duong co nhiéu nhanh ré,
nga ba, nga tu; dwa ra nhan xét nay ban nhan cin ctt vao 1& nghi va gi¢i luat thé hién & thé gidi
nay. Dung the linh hén khén ngoan, trat ty di theo ngwoi hudng dan khéng the khong nhdn ra
nhiing gi xay ra xung quanh; trai lai linh hon & trang thai them muon, say mé gan bo voi thé
xac, nhw ban nhan noi trwdc diy, sé thiy ban than rap ron lwon vong quanh the xac [b]va the
gioi hitu hinh thoi gian kha dai, toi lac than hd ménh bit phai bay di; dang ve dau don, kho s&
sau nhiéu dan vit, gidy giua linh hdn mién cudng lam theo. Khi ti chd moi linh hén tu tip, néu
linh hon & ue vudng mac toi 16i nhu giét nguoi phi ly, thuce hién hanh dong thyc ra twong tw
hanh dong nay, hanh dong thudc linh hén than thich, moi nguoi tranh mat quay di, khong ai
muon la ban dong hanh hay nguoi dan duong trong chuyen phiéudy, [c] linh hon dé lang
thang mot minh, hoan toan c6 dgc, suot thoi gian chi dinh, téi khi dénva budc phai song ¢ noi
riéng biét. Trai la1 linh hon da song cudc doi trong sach, tiét do sé gap dong hanh va than linh
dan duong, linh hdn nao cling song ¢ noi thich hop véi minh. Trai dt cé nhidu noi ky la, Trai
DPat chinh n6 vé ban chit va kich thwdc khong nhw s6 ngwdi tin twdng miéu ta, hoac nht c6
nguoi trinh bay dé thuyét phuc ban nhan.

Socrates, tién sinh noi thé nghia la thé nao? [d] Simmias chdn ngang. Phan riéng ha nhan da
nghe néi nhiéu vé Trai Dat, song chic chan khong phai diéu thuyét phuc tién sinh. Ha nhan han
hanh muén nghe diéu dé.

0, ding thé, Simmias, ban nhan khong nghi su thé doi hdi tai nang Glaucus s& dac dé gidi thich
cho quy hiru hay didu dé thé nao, nguworc lai chu'ng minh diéu dé la thwc doi hoi tai nang gap
boi. Trwérc hét xem ra ban nhin khong c6 kha nang nhu thé, Tlep dén, cho dui cé biét, quy httu
o1, ban nhan thiy thoi gian con lai trong doi khong da dé ké cau chuyen Dau thé khong co gi
ngdn can ban nhan miéu ta cho quy hitu hay [e] ban nhan tin twong ban chat trai dat va cac
vung trén trai dat thé nao.

Thua, thé théi cling du 1am roi, Simmias dap.

A, ding thé, 6ng noéi, diéu ban nhan tin thé nay. Thu nhat, néu la hinh cau gitta bau troi, [109a]
Trai bat khong can khong khi hay lyc nao ndng d& khoi roi. Ban chat dong chat clia bau troi o
moi phia va tinh trang doi trong cua Trai DAt du gilr trai dit cAn bang. VAt thé & tinh trang can
bing néu ddt ¢ gitra trung diém dong chat s& khong c6 Khuynh huong nho lén, tut xuong,
khong nga phia nay hon phia kia ma co luc ddy ngang bang va sé& & vi tri bat dong bay la diéu
thir nhit, 6ng néi, ban nhan tin.

bung thé, Simmias dap.

Tht hai, 6ng t1ep 10, vé kich thwérc, 6, Trai DAt 1on lam, ngo boi s6ng trong phan nho [b] rai rac
quanh bi&n nim gitra song Phasis va cOt Hercule, nhuw kién va éch dusi ao; nguoi khac song &
nhiéu noi nhu the. Khap noi quanh trai dat xuat h1en vO0 van viing sau du loal du hinh thu, da
kho dang, nwoc, swong mu, khong khi tran ngap. Trai P4t trong sach nam trong bau troi tinh
khiét, noi sao troi cw ngy, da s6 ngwoi ham giai thich deé tai goi 13 é-the. [c] Nuoc, swong mu,
khong khi la tram tich clia é-the, tat ca lién tuc do vao viing sau cua Trai Pat. Song trong viing
sau khong y thirc sy thé ngb béi tuong ngod boi song & trén mat trai dat. Sw thé chang khac
nguoi séng o dudi day nghi dang song ¢ trén mat dai duwong. Nhin mat troi va thién thé khac
qua nuoc [d] nguoi do nght dai duwong la bau trdi; vi chdm chap va yéu dudi, nguoi dé chua
bao gio' ngoi 1én mat dai dwong, nhé dau khéi mit nwéc hoic ra khoi dai dtrong t&i vung dat
clia ngd bdi; ngwdi dé cling chira mot Ian nhin dai dwong trong sach, ngoan muc gap bdi ving



dat ngd boi dang & va ciing chang hé nghe ai ké da tirng muc kich nhw vay.

Ngo boi & trang huong tuwong tu. Song trong viing sau ngo boi tin ngd bai song trén mat Trai
bat; khong khingd boi goi la bau trod va nghi khong khi 1a noi qua dé sao troi di chuyen
Nhu‘ng swthat1a vi qua yéu dudi va qua cham chap ng6 boi khong thé 1én téi gi¢i han thuong
tang khong khi. [e] Néu ngudi nao 1én téi gidi han nay hoac tung canh bay 1én cao nho dau khai
khong khi, nguoi do s€ nhin 1én va nom thay thé gioi ¢ trén, nhw ca tir dai dwong ngoi dau
nguoc nhin nom thdy the gioi ngo boi. Néu ban chat c6 thé chiu dung dé quan sat quang canh,
nguoi do sé nhanradoé la bau troi thue, anh sang thue, trai dat thwe. [110a] Vi trai dat, d4 trén
trai dat va cac vung ngo bdi song da hw hai va x61 mon, nhu cac thtr dudi b1en vi nwr¢c man.
Khéng cé gi moc & dwdi bién la dang ké, tom lai, c6 thé noéi, thucra khong co gi phat trién day
du, dang cach; trai lai chd nao c6 dat, cho nay co viing, cat, bun nhét trai dai vo tan, khong
dang sanh v&i canh dep trong thé gi&i cta ngo b6i. B&i thé sy vat vung trén so ra vueot xa sy
vat ving ngdb béi téi mirc dd Ion lao. Néu qua thuc day la luc thuan tién dang thuat chuyen va
[b] chuyén dang nghe, Simmias, ban nhan sé& ké sw vat trén mat trai dat dwdi bau troi thue sw
thé nao.

Ctx tw tién, tién sinh, Simmias dap, ngd boi n6n néng mudén nghe.

0, quy hitu tu01 doi nhw hoa né, 6ng t1ep 101, chuyén thé nay. Trudéc hét xin ke trai dat. Néu twr
trén nhin xuéng trai dat trong nhw qua cau hinh tron lam bang mwoi hai miéng da; mau thay
doi, khac biét, mau ng6 boi biét, nguoi ta bao, trong chang khac mau mau, twa mau hoa si s
dung O trén d6 toan thé trai dat gom mau nhur thé, song twoi sang, thanh khi&t hon mau duéi
nay. [c] Phin mau tim dep la lung, phan mau vang, phan mau trang, trang hon phan hodc tuyét;
trai dat con mang mau khac nita, vé s0 lugng ciing nhiéu hon, dep hon mau ngo b01 da nhin.
Ngay ca viing sau cuda trai dat, day nwoc va khong khi, cling c6 mau, 6ng anh gitra Ve khac biét,
nén hinh dang [d] trong nhuw bé mat phang phiu da sac trap trung. Phat trién véi vé dep tuwong
xung, mau sdc ong a nhw ban nhan dd miéu ta, cdy, hoa, trai ¢ day trong dep hon nhitng gi moc
v0ingo b01 ¢ muc do twong tu; doi nui cling ngoan muc gap bdi vé mau sac, vé nhan, do trong.
ba quy cua ngo boi & day chi 13 manh roi, dd mau ma nao, da mau van thach da mau ngoc bich,
van van. D4 ¢ do tat ca thudc loai ngoan muc hon nhiéu. [e] Ly dola da & do & trang thai tu
nhién, tinh khiét, khong bi mudi man x0i mon, huy hoai, nhw da cua ngé boi, khong bi nudc
b1en khong khi do vao ving sau o day an lung, duc rira mang theo xau xa, benh tat cho dat da,
suc vat va cay c01 Trai dat & d6 dwoc toé diém khong nhitng bang vé dep cta cac da nay, ma con
diém t6 bang ca vang, bac va kim loai ruc ré khac nira. [111a] Vi dwong van xudt hién 16 16, 16m
lao va nhan nhan, nén trai dat la b1et canh cho nguoi diém phuc ngam nhin! €6 nhiéu sinh vat
song trén trai dat, ca con nguoi, cd sinh vat song trong noi dia, ¢ sinh vat song ven bién khong
khi, nhw ngo boi song theo ven bién, ciling c6 sinh vat song trén dao gan ndi dia khong khi bao
boc xung quanh. Tom lai, nwéc va bién quan trong v&i ngd bdi lam sao, khong khi quan trong
v01 ho lam vay; [b] é- -the can thiét véi ho lam sao, khong khi can thiét voi ngo boi lam vay. Khi
hau cac mua on hoa dén doé ho khong c6 bénh tat, ho song lau hon nguoi ¢ day, mit nhin, tai
nghe tri nho, va giac quan khac thay déu t6t hon 1 ng6 boi nhw khong khi tot hon nwéc va é-the
tot hon khong khi vé tinh khiét, trong sach. Ho ciing c6 dién tho, dén tho dé té tu, than linh
séng thiyre sw trong do, ho nghe t1eng noi, 101 truyén ciia than hnh ho nhin thin linh trong anh
twong va lién hé, tro chuyen truc tiép véi than linh; [c] ho nhin mat troi, mat trang, tinh td hién
hién trwdc mit; trong sinh hoat khac ho ciing tim thay ngudn vui twong tw sinh hoat nay.

Ban chat Trai Dat tong quat la vay, toan thé, xung quanh va vat thé trén d6. Bén L trong trén mat
nghe noi cé nhiéu vung, ¢4 vung sau, c6 vung rong hon vung ngo boi song, cO vung sau va hep
hon, c6 vung khong sau hay rong bang vung ngo boi 6. [d] Vung n01 vung tai nhiéu cho boi
mach ngam, c6 mach nho, c6 mach 16n; lach nuée chay tir lach nay qua lach kia, dung luong 1on
lao cir thé tudn vao vuec; song 16n rong, chay xiét, nwéc ndng, nwéc lanh don lién mién; Itra cuén
cudn, song ngut ltra, séng day bun, bun l6ng, c6 bun trong,[e] co bun duc nhu song day bun
chay trudc dong phun thach va ca dong phun thach ¢ Sicile. S6ng lan lwot x6i vao ting viing
khi dong nwéc chay vong téi noi. Viing nhap nhé 1én tut xuéng theo chuyén dong lac lu tir long



Trai bat, chuyen dongla do nguyén nhan ty nhién nhw sau: 1ong Trai Dat c6 vyc lén khac
thuong xuyén qua tu phia nay sang phia kia. [1 12a] Khi noi t¢i chd nay Homer miéu ta: Tan
day dm phu xa tit mu tap nhw bau troi cach xa mat dit. Cho khac thi hao cung thi si nhiéu vo ké
goi 1a day dia nguc. Song déu do vao vinh nay roi la1 chay ra; moi song mang theo ban chat trai
dat ding chd luc chay qua. [b] Ly do vi sao song do vao roi la1 chay ra khoi day dia nguc ay la
khoi luong chit long khong co day virng hodc nen ddc dé ngung tu; vi thé chat 16ng lac I, nho
Ién tut xuéng nhw séng nude, do lac lw do khong khi hoic hoi thé dao dong tuong tu, vi tat ca
di theo chat18ng qua 16i thoat sang phia bén kia trai dat, roi quay tro lai cho nay. Y nhuw khi con
nguoi the, khong khi vao ra, hoi tho ¢ tién trinh thé ra, hit vao lién tuc, boi the trong treong
hop nay ciing vay, hoi tho I4c I véi chat long tao thanh luong gio manh liet va khing khlep khi
di vao roi di ra. [c] Vi thé lic hdi ha rit t&i cho ngo boi goi la vung thap, subi trong long trai dat
don do vao phan nay va do day ap. Thé roi luc tir vung do dé lai (day, nudc lai tran ngap cac
subi, suoi chay qua mach ngam, len lach tim duong téi nhiéu ving khac nhau, tao thanh bién,
ho song va sudi. Tw do nuoc lai chay ngam duwdi dat [d] c6 dong lwon quanh nhigu vung vira
rong vira sau, c6 dong uon khuc it vung dd hep lai nong, roi chay nguoc lai dé6 hét vao day dia
nguc, co dong & cho do6 xudng thap hon rat nhiéu & ché tudn ra, co dong chi cach nhau chut xiu,
song tat cd déu & mirc thap. C6 dong trai phia, c6 dong cung phla c6 dong udn éo thanh vong
tron nhw con ran mot hodc nhiéu lan quanh trai dat, do xudng cang lic cang thap, cudi cung
vong lai day dia nguc. Tk moi phia dong nudc co thé ds xudng trung tam, [e] nhung khong qua
phia bén kia, vi phan nay d6i dién dong séng chay tir hai phia déu déc.

Con nhiéu s6ng nita lon rong du loai, trong s0 c6 bon song dang ké; songlon nhat chay phia
ngoai trai dat thanh vong tron menh danh song bai Duong; dm dlen va chay nguoc chiéula
song bau Buon, khong nhitng chay qua nhiéu vung tiéu dieu, am dam ma con len lach sau khi
vao long dit[113a] lan duwong toi ho Bén Mé, noi da s linh hon nguoi chét tu tap, sau khi & do
theo thoi gian chi dinh, c6 ngwoi dai, c6 nguoi ngan linh hon gui tré lai lam smh vat tran

gian. Do ra gitra hai song vira ké, gan cho phat xudt, song thir ba chay vao vung rong lon ltra boc
ngun ngut, tao thanh ho 1on h0'n bién cta ngd boj, [am nwée va bun s6i sung suc. T d6 chay
thanh vong, [b] do ban, duc ngau, lwon khuc ngoan ngoeo qua nhiéu cho cuoi cung toi ven bor
ho Bén M€, song khong vao hoa nuorc, uon éo dudilong dat nhiéu lan chay xudng cang lic cang
thip day dla nguc, song nay mang tén séng Ruc Lira, dong cudn cudn tuén chay, phun phin
thach bay toi nhiéu vung Trai Pat. Poi dién song nay la song thir tw; nhu nguoi ta ké thoat tién
do vao vung hoang da, ghé rom, khap noi xam den mau chi goi 1a vung Phién Mudn, [c] vira do
vao sOng nay tao thanh hd nwoc goi la ho Cam Hon. Bi day ra, nuoc chay vao ho nh1em kha
ning ghé ron, dic tinh nghi ngo, séng nay chay dudi long dAt, udn éo theo dwdng soan ¢
nguoc chiéu séng Ruc Lita, tiép tuc chay téi bo hd Bén Mé déi dién. Ciing khéng vao hoa nudc
véi song khac, lwon thanh vong tron d6 vao day dia nguc ddi dién séng Ruc Lira, song nay thi
nhan, thi si ddn ngo boi goi la song Than Khéc.

b6 1a hinh thé mat dit va song ngoi. [d] Khi nguoi moi chét toinoi, moi | nguoi do than ho
ménh din duong, trwdce tién nguoi chét chiu phan xét xem c6 phai da séng cudc doi lwong
thién, dirc hanh hay khong. Nguoi séng cudc doi binh thuong, khong nhan tir ma ciing khong
bac 4c, sé di to1 song bau Buon l1én thuyen cho san & d6 d€ dwa téi ho. Pénnoiho & lai, cho
thanh tay, xa toi, tring phat vi t6i 10i vi pham, [e] hodc tuong thuong thich hop do viéclam
dirc do xirng dang don nhan. Nglrm xem ra khong thé cai huan vi toi ac khung khlep, vi vi pham
nhiéu 16i lam lén lao, bang dao ngo nghich, giét nguoi xau xa, bat chinh cling sai trai khac
tuong tu, s6 phan thich hop 1a ném xuéng day dia nguc khong bao gio cho ngoi lén nita. Nguoi
xét thay da pham toi 16i, tuy 1o lao, song co thé cdi tao, nhw str dung bao lwc véi cha me trong
con néng gian, dién khung, nhung cdm thdy an han suét doi, [114a] hodc giét nguoi theo cung
cach twong tw, nguoi nay tat nhién cling phai quang xudéng day dia nguc, sau mot nam o do
song s€ day | ho Ién, nguoi can toi sat nhan xudng song Than Khéc, nguoi déi xtr tan té véi cha
me xuong song Ruc Lira. Khi bi cudn day mang di ngang qua ho Bén Mé, ho 16n tiéng khéc 16c,
ho kéu 8oi nguoi. ho da giét, ho nin ni ngudi ho da d6i xtr tan té, [b] ho van lon cho phép qua
sdng vao ho, ho cau xin don nhan nhw ban bé. Néu thuyét phuc du’(yc ho s& buéc ra, trirng phat
chim dut, dau khé két liéu; néu khong thuyét phuc duoc, ho sé bi mang tré lai day dia nguc, roi



tlr d6 lai ném vao cac song, trirng phat chi ngirng chtrng nao ho thuyet phuc dugc nguoi ho da
gdy t0i, vi day 1a ban an phap quan tuyén xtr ho phai ganh chiu. Nguwoi xem ra da song cuc ky
dirc do [c] khong bi giam gitr trong cac vung nay ma duoc ty do roi khéi trai dat; ho lan du'ong
di Ién noi & tinh khlet va song trén mat trai dit. Nguoi thanh tay ban than day dt bang triét
hoc trong twong lai song hoan toan khong thé xac; ho kéo t&i noi cw ngu ngoan muc gap boi
kho long to vé ro rang, va chang ngé boi cliing khong c6 thoi gian lam vay ldc nay. Tuy nhién, vi
nhirng diéu ngod boi vira miéu ta, quy hitu thay, Simmias o1, song trén c6i doi con nguoi phai c6
gang hét strc sao cho dic do, phal 1€, vi phan thwdng ngoan muc, hy vong 1én lao vo6 cung.

Nguwoi hiéu biét [d] khong khi nao doi hoi sy kién chinh xac nhitng dleu ban nhan vira miéu ta,
song ban nhan nghi ngwoi do sé chang ngai tin twong, boi chang ngai nay la chang ngai cao ca,
suw thé hodc cai nhw thé la thwe d6i véi linh hén va noi cw ngu cda linh hon, vi nhan ra linh hon
hién nhién bat tt, nhic lai véi minh nhu thé d6 1a cau than chd; dé 1aly do visao ban nhan kéo
dai cau chuyén tur nay dén gio. Bo ciing la ly do vi sao con ngwoi phai vui ve tin twong doi véi
linh hon minh, néu trong cudc doi [e] dd khong mang thi vui thé xac, lanh xa trang diém bé
ngoai, lam nhw khong lign hé ma xa la véi muc dich, lam hai hon lam lo1, trai lai quan tam toi
tht vui hoc héi, td tham linh hon khong bang vé dep vay muon ma bang veé dep tw than, nghia
13, tiét do chinh trye, can dam, d6 lwong, sy that, [115a] va trang bi nhuw thé chd doi, sin sang
bwéc vao hanh trinh di xubng cdi am bat ké khi nao s phan triéu goi.

0, Simmias, Cebes, tat ca than hitu hi¢n dién & day, tién sinh tlep 101, ngay nao do trong twong
lai quy hitu cling sé€ ra di, 1én duong theo thoi gian cdia minh, moéi ngudi budc vao hanh trinh
riéng biét. Ban nhan trai lai da san sang, nhw nhan vat bi klch noi, thoi gian da diém, dinh
ménh dang réo goi. Bay giola luc ban nhan di tdm. Ban nhan nghl nén tam goi trwdc khi udng
thudc ddc dé may ba khoi mat cong lau rixa thi thé.

Socrates [b] vira dit 1o, Crito cat ti€ng. Thé, Socrates, cho biét bAc mudn ta va thian hiru lam gi
v&i cadc con hodc bat ké viéc gi? Bon ta phai lam thé nio dé bac hai long hon hét?

Khong c6 gi méi me ca, Crito, tién sinh dap, chi lam nhu ta thudng bao. Lam vay bac s€ lam ta
vui long, con ta vui long, ca bac cling vui long, cho du ltic nay bac khong dong y v&i ta ve viéc
d6. Tuy nhién, néu bac khong cham lo ma bo mac ban than, néu bac khong song theo du'o'ng
trong dam dao hai ta da ludn giai, ca bay gio 14n truée kia, [c] moi hita hen ctia bac lic nay du
dam da, hing say dén dau ciing sé& vo ich.

Ngo bdi sé c6 gang hét strc 1am theo tén y, Crito dap, nhung ngd bdi sé mai tang bac thé nao?

Lam nhw bac muén, tién sinh dép, diéu can lam dy la bac phal nam bt ta trudc, dirng dé ta tudt
thoat tim tay. Dit 1&7i tién sinh dwa mat tir tir nhin ngo boi, mim cwdi nhe nhang, doan 6n ton
tiép tuc: Cac quy hitu o1, ban nhan bat lwc khéng thé thuyet phuc Crito tin twong ban nhan la
Socrates thuc, van Socrates do, dang tro chuyén voi cac quy hitu va danglién tuc huong dan
cudc dam dao. Lio nhan nghi ban nhan la Socrates khac chang lau nita lao nhan sé thay nhw
xac chét, [d] lao nhan hoi ldo nhan sé chén cit ban nhan thé nao! Y kién duwa ra, ly ludn str dung
tir d6 dén nay giai thich dai dong, kj lung ban nhan déu cho thay sau khi uong thu6c doc ban
nhan sé khong ¢ lai voi quy hiry, trai lai ban nhan sé ra di, di xa, to1 noi sung suwéng danh cho
nguwoi diem phuc, 101 nhu thé, v nhu 'vay ban nhan cod gang an ui quy hiru va ban than, song ban
nhan nhan thay khong c6 tac dung ti nao véildo nhan. Boi thé ban nhan mudén quy hitu cam
két v&i lao nhan nhan danh ban nhan bay gio, nhw ldo nhan cam két voi phién toa hom xu,
song cung cach khac han. Lio nhan cam két v&i boi thAm doan ban nhan sé & lai nha tu, quy
hitu cam két véi lao nhan khi chét ban nhén sé khong ¢ lai, trdi lai ra di, di thang, di xa. [e] Nhw
vay lao nhan sé bét dau kho vi ban nhan chét, va sé khong budn phlen khl thay than xac ban
nhan hoa thiéu hay dia tdng. Ban nhan khong mudn ldo nhan du sau vi so phén ham hiu, dau
kho ghé ron ban nhan ganh chiu, hodc tai dam tang lao nhan sé€ khong noi ldo nhan dat
Socrates nam do, dua toi ctra huyét va mai tang tién sinh. Bo1, Crito quy mén nhat doi, tin ta di,
bac thira biét, lori gia doi khong nhirng tw né xau xa ma con dem xAu xa thim nhap linh hdn.



Vay, vui lén, Crito chi th1et cua ta, va ndi bac chi mai tang than xac ta, [116a] bac thuc hién nhw
bac muodn, bat ké cach ndo bac nghi tot dep hon hét.

Noi xong tién sinh dirng ddy di sang phong khac, stra soan tam rira. Ldo nhén Crito di theo va
bao ngb béi cho. Ngo boi | ngoi vira noi chuyén vira 6n lai da noi nhiing gi, va lai ké vé bat hanh
16n lao bao phu moi ngwdi. Ngo boi déu cdm thay nhuw thé d3 mat nguoi cha va sé mo coi suot
do1i. Luc tién sinh tam xong, co nguoi dwa con vao gap, [b] hai con trai con nho, mot con trai da
16, may phu nit trong nha ciing t¢i gap mat. Tién sinh ndi chuyén voi ho trwdc mdt 1do nhan
Crito, dong thoi chi bao, ddn do diéu tién sinh mong muon. Sau d6 bao may phunittva may dira
conra ve, tién sinh quay lai voingo boi. Luc nay gan hoang hon, vi tién sinh ¢ trong d6 kha lau.
Tam xong di ra tién sinh ngoi xudng chuyén van voi ngo boi mot 1at. Pung lic d6 cai tunod 1é
hau ha nhém Muoi Mot Ong buée vao dirng trudc mat [c] cat tleng Socrates, ban chitc khong
trach mang 130 nhan nhw ngwoi khac. Ho gian dit, chiri rda khi tuan Iénh phap quan ban chirc
bado ho udng thudc doc. Suot thoi gian 130 nhan & day, ban chitc dan da nhan ra lao nhan khac
han, con nguoi cao ca, hoa nh3, lich duyét hét strc da toi chon nay. Béi thé dic biét bay gidr
cling vay ban chirc biét lao nhan sé khong hé cau gian hay gay kho khan cho ban chtrc; ldo nhan
thira biét ai chiu trach nhiém, lio nhin sé hwong phan no vao ho. Lao nhan hiéu tai sao ban
chirc toi day va mang theo menh 1énh the nao. Vinh biét 130 nhan, c6 gang ganh chiu trong kha
nang c6 thé cang thoai mai cang quy cai tat yéu & doi! [d] Néi xong cai tu bat khéc, quay mat,
bwdc di. Tién sinh nhin theo, dap 1oi: H6i Am i cAu chuc tot dep, cling vinh biét quy nhan, 30
ht sé lam nhw quy nhan dan' Cung lic quay lai ng6 bdi tién sinh nho nhe: Ngu'crl nha nhan lam
sao! Sudt thoi gian ban nhan & day thwong vao phong, thinh thoang chuyen tro lich thlep, kha
ai; bay gio chan tinh to y buon nho 1€ khoc nhu thé! Vay, Crito, ngo boi lam nhuw cai tt noi; bao
mang thudc ddc vao day néu da nghién xong; néu chwa san sang, bao ngudi lo viéc dé stra
soan.

Nhung, [e] Socrates o1, Crito dap, ta nghi mat troi chwa ldn ma Van le 16i trén day doi. Ta blet
sau khi nhan 1énh, cho kha 1au, an uéng chut dinh, nhiéu ngwdi méi uéng thudc doc, cé6 ngudi
con tro chuyén than mat voi than nhan. Ché vOi; van con thoi gian.

Crito o1, v&i ho lam vay la tw nhién, tién sinh ndi, vi ho nghi tri hodn nhw thé la c6 loi doi chat,
vo1i ta cling la tw nhién, song ly do lam vay khong thich hop ti ndo. [117a] Boi, bac o1, ta khong
mong doi dat dwcrc cai gi tur viéc uong thuoc doc cham hon mot chut, trir dleu doélatro cuoi
dwéi chinh mat ta, ¢ bam viu, ¢6 ghi niu, c& 6m chit khi cudc doi chdng con gi trao lai. Vay
lam nhuw ta hoi, du'ng bay vé tré ngai, khé khan.

Nghe thay thé 130 nhén Crito gat dau ra hiéu cho no 1é ding gan no 1€ di ra, sau mot lat tro lai
voi ngudi nghién thudc doc san sang trong chiéc coc mang vao. Vira nom thay nguwoi nay tién
sinh th&t 1o1: A, quy nhan, chuyén gia nghién thudc, tir ti phai lam thé nao?

Cw uong tw nhién, uong xong di bo loanh quanh, khi thay chan nang, [b] vao giwong nam, thudc
s& am tham tac dung. N6i roi nguoi nay dua coc thudc, tién sinh gio tay cam, dang dap hoan
toan thanh than, Echecrates o1, khong run ray, khong dsi mau da, khong thay sac mdt, song
nhin chdm cham dwéi cap 16ng may ram nhw thuwong lam roi gan héi: Thuwa, cai tu, ray chut
thuéc xudng dat 1am 18 than linh ching hay c6 dwoc hay khong?

Ngé béi chi pha ding dung lwong ngd béi tin 1a dd, ngwdi nay dap.

Tt toi hiéu,[c] tién sinh dap, song dui sao con ngwoi cling duoc phép, thirc ra con nguoi bat
budc, tht lori cau . nguyén than linh phu hd hanh trinh tw thé gioi bén nay toi thé gioi bén kia
xudi chéo mat mai. BAn nhan mudn cau nguyén nhu thé va rat mong dwgc phép cau nguyén
nhu vay!

Trong khi ndi tién sinh cam coc thudc, l1at sau dwa 1én moi lang 1€, thoai mai uong can, khong
nhan mat, khong rung minh, khong khoé chiu, hoan toan binh than va tu nhién. Phan lén ngo
bGi dén lac d6 van cam nuérc mat, nhung khi nhin tién sinh udng, nhat 1a sau khi tién sinh udng



xong, chiéc coc trong tron, ngd boi khong tai nao kim n01 hang 1€ nita. Thoi the 1a v6 phuong
ctru chita! Bi nhan ciing thé, mac du c6 gang, chang muén ti ndo, nwdc mit ¢t tudn trao nhw
sudi. B&i vay bi nhan phai che mat. Bi nhan khéc tirc twdi, khoc vi minh, khong khoc vi tién
sinh, khéc vi s6 phan hdm hiu, do bat hanh mat than hiru nhu thé. Ngay phia truéc, [d] con hon
bi nhan, ldo nhan Crito cling khong cam duwoc nwdc mat, danh dirng day di ra. T nay dén gior
khong he nin nhin, dang vé ty nhién, ding lic doé Apollodorus vira gao vira Khoc vi dau don,
vira hu vira rit vi gian dir khién moi nguoi hién dién déu tan nat coi | 10ng, trir tién sinh, nghe 16
mon mot, cat tiéng: The la thé nao, cac quy hitu ky la qua! S& di dudi may phu nitra vé thucra
chi vi ban nhan muon tranh canh ram beng nhuw thé. Vi ban nhan nghe noi khi chét phai chét
binh than, im lang v&i 1od truyén giri tin lanh. [e] B&i thé cac quy hitu can tran tinh va té ra can
dam.

Nghe tién sinh n6i thé ngd bdi do6 mat, c6 nhin khong dé nwéc mat ta tudn. Tién sinh di lai
quanh phong, chi mét lic thay chan bat dau nang, lang lang l1én giwong nam nhw da nghe din.
Ngudi dem thuoc doc cho tién sinh dwa tay so nan than thé, xem ban chén, ong chan, choc
chdc lai xem, lai s& ndn. Sau mot lic ngwdi do 14y tay bop manh ban chan hoéi tién sinh cdm
thay dau khong tién sinh tra 1o khong. T1ep theo nguoi do bop manh hon nita khoeo chan,
ong chan lan dan lén tan bung, [118a] nan lai cho ngod boi thay chd d6 da lanh va cirng dan dan.
Nguwdi do tiép tuc ndn so, roi néi khi lanh 1én téi tim 1a tién sinh di d6. Luc ' bung duoi bat dau
lanh tién sinh g& khan chiim mdt, trudc do tién sinh phu kin, thang thot noi, day la 1o cudi
cung: Crito o1, ngd béi con no Asclepius con | ga trong day, nhé tra, dung quén. Crito dap:
Khoéng, bac yén chi, ta sé lam, ,ihung cho ngo boi hay con gi nita cAn dan? Cau héi dwa ra khong
nghe tiéng dap tra 1ovi. LAt ngan ngui tréi qua; tién sinh cya quay; nguoi dem thuoc lai m& khan
chiim mat, mat tién sinh bat dong. Vira nom thay Crito dwa tay khép miéng va vust mat.

Echecrates oi, thian hitu cia ng6 béi chdm d&t cudc doi nhw thé do, nguoi ngo boi tung quen
biét, trng khang dinh suy tw chin chin, hi€u biét uyén tham, cw xir chinh truc hon hét & doi.
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