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NHAN CHUONG b1, PUNG PO
Gioi thiéu tdc gia

David Nicholls sinh ngay 30 thang 11 nam 1966, tai Eastleigh, Hampshire (Anh), tung theo
hoc Kich nghé va Van hoc Anh tai Dai hoc Bristol. Ong tirng theo dudi nghiép dién xudt, tung la
mét dién vién sdn khau ‘chuyén nghiép véi nghé danh la David Holdaway, déng mét s6 vai nhé
trong nhiéu Vo dién & West Yorkshire Playhouse va Royal National Theatre nhwng rot cudc lai
thanh danh v¢i vai tro nha van va nguoi viét kich bdn phim. Nhdc dén gia tai kich bdn phlm
truyen hinh ctia 6ng phdi ké dén sé-ri Cold feet, Rescue me, I saw you... David dd hal ldn dwoc dé
ctt gidi British Academy of Film and Television Arts. M{t sé tdc pham vin hoc ctia 6ng: Nhdn
chuéng di, dirng doi! (Starter for Ten, 2003), The Understudy (2005), One day (Mot ngay,
2009)...

David Nicholls c6 I€ la cdi tén con kha moi doi véi nhiéu doc gid Viét Nam. Tuy nhién, néu da
yéu mén cdy biit nay qua cot truyén ddy cdm dong va kho quén trong cudn tiéu thuyét Mot ngay
thi cd 1€ kho ai cé thé bé qua hodc khéng tim hiéu thém chiit It ve mot tdc pham khdc, tac pham
dd ddnh ddu hwéng di ldn ddu dn phong cdch nghé thudt ctia Nicholls véi cong chiing, doc gia.
D6 la Nhdn chuébng di, dirng doi. Hai hwéc, chdn thanh, kich tinh va khéng thiéu nhiing phut
gidy nhe nhang, théng qua Nhan chudng di, dwng doi, Nicholls da phdc hoa toan by nhitng trdi
nghiém quen thudc o ngudng cwa dai hoc, tdi dung nhu’ng khodng thoi gian day hoang ‘mang ma
sinh vién trdi qua trong qudng thoi gian nhiéu bién dong cung nhitng bira tiéc cuong nhiét,
nhitng moi quan hé chong chénh va nhirng khodnh khdc dan xen ldng man... bdng khd ndng
khdc hoa tinh cdch, dién bién tdm Iy nhdn vat vo cung tuyét voi. O’Nhan chuong di, dirng doi,
nguot. doc batgap cd mot hanh trinh vui vé & cudi mang ky wrc cua tat cd sinh vién, lén dau dé
mot vai tinh tiét cdm dong day thuong xot. Khong chi vay, Nicholls con dua vao cuén sdch mgt
chut sdu ldng, hoai cé gitka cdi 6n d, ndo nhiét clia nhiing nam 80 ctia thé ky trwéece. Tdt cd, cdm
xtic ldan hinh twong, déu dwoc nén chat trong turng cdu chty, trang sdch...

Nhdn chuéng di, dwng doi la tdc phdm ddu tay ndm trong danh sdch best-seller tai Anh
ctia David, dd dwoc gidi thiéu tai cdu lac b6 sdch Richard and Judy vao ndm 2004. Sau do tac
phdm nay dugc dtmg thanh phim véi sw gép mdt ciia ngdi sao James McAvoy va ra mdt céng
chiing man dnh réng vao ndm 2006.

Gidi thiéu tdc pham

La khdn gid hdm mg cua ‘Thach thirc Dai hoc” tir thoi tho G du, nhdan vdt Brian Jackson trong
Nhdn chuong di, du'ng doi [uén cé mo woc chay bong la tro thanh ngéi sao trong game show
truyén hinh nay. Vira vao ndm ddu tién tai truong dai hoc, anh chang da cd gdng nam bdt moi co
hoi dé duoc cé mdt trong doi tuyén duw thi, véi tham vong néi bat va khang dinh minh trong moi
truong moi. Luc ddu, Brian khong dwoc chon, nhung sau dé tinh thé dd thay doi khi mot thanh
vién trong doi tuyén khong thé tham gia.

Brian con chwa kip hét sung sudéng vi glac mo thanh hién thuc thi da phdt hién ra minh
dang mdc ket ngay giita mo bong bong cdc moi quan hé voi gia dinh, ban bé méi, ban bé cil, véi
Alice Harbinson - c6 dong doi toc vang nong bong va Rebecca Epstein - c0 ban Iap di nhung hap
tinh nét cwc ky! Ciing chdng c6 gl rung troi chuyén dat, nhung cdi cdch David Nicholls ké cau
chuyén nay da mang lai cho né mgt hoi thé khéng thé'trén lan, mot su"song dong thu vi hoa cung
néi hodi nhé mién man cé thélam théa médn cd nhiing thiéu nién dang trén dwong tim kiém bdn
thdn lan nhitng nguoi da tirng trai qua ngdy thang dy - thoi sinh vién ldng man va séi dong, ngay
trwdc nguwdng ctra chinh thirc trwdng thanh...

‘Nhdn chudng di, dirng doi duorc viét hay dén noi 1ot td mot cdch chdn thuc va dem dén nhiéu
diéu dé suy ngdm... Mot cdch nhin dé chju vé thoi gian khi ta du tré dé nghi rdng moi chuyén cé



thé xdy ra, trwdc khi di gia dé biét rang chiing sé khong xdy ra.”

“Vidd goi lén nhirng phiit gidy tudi tré ddy boi réi, cudn sdach nay thdt khdéng gi sanh néi.”
- Glamour

‘Nhdn chudng di, dirng doi duorc Viét hay dén noi 1ot td mot cdch chdn thuc va dem dén nhiéu
diéu de suy ngam... Mgt cach nhin dé chiu vé thoi gian khi ta du tré dé nghi rdng moi chuyén cé
thé xdy ra, trwdc khi dii gia dé biét rdng chiing sé khéng xdy ra.’

- Word
“Mét mé lwéi chuyén hoai c6 di dém vé nhitng ndm 1980 hai hwéc vui nhén.”
- Waterstone

“Nicholls dd phdc hoa toan bg nhiing trdi nghiém & nguong ( ctka dai hoc... khéng chi vdy, 6ng
con dwa vao do mot chiit sdu ldng, cdu chuyén ve mot thiéu nién mé coi cha c6 gang vwon lén
trong cudc séng da khoi ddy nhitng cdm xiic chdn thanh.”

- Guardian

“Nicholls tai dung nhiing khodng thoi gian ddy hoang mang ma sinh vién trai qua trong thoi
dai hoc - nhitng bita tiéc cuong nhiét, tinh ban chong chénh va nhiing khodnh khdc dan xen lang
man - bang khd ndng khdc hoa tinh cdch nhdn vat tuyét voi. Do la mot hanh trinh vui vé & cuoi
mdng ky trc ctia tdt cd sinh vién, xen mot vai tinh tiét cdm déng thwong xét.”

- Hello!



VONG MOT

C6 hiéu rat ro loai ngwdi nay - cai khat vong mo nhat, tim than rdi loan, ca sw hiéu biét vé
cai thé gi¢i bén ngoai sach vo...

Tiéu thuyét Howards End, E.M. Forster



1

CAU HOLI: Ong 14 con riéng cuia vo ké Robert Dudley va la nguoi dugc stung ai mot thoi cua
N hoang Elizabeth Dé Nhat, dong thO’l cling la ke tirng cam dau mot ké hoach kém cdi khong
thanh nham chong lai Nit hoang, dé roi bi xtt tir vao nam 1601. Ong la ai?

TRA LOT: Essex.

Tat ca nhimg nguoi tré tudi déu lo lang vé chuyén no chuyén kia, d6 1a mot phan khong thé
tranh khéi va rat doi tw nhién cua qua trinh truong thanh, v ndm mudi sau tudi, ndi lo au 16m
nhat doi toi 1a téi chdng con bao gio dat duoc bat ky cai gl tot dep hoac thuin khlet hoac cao
quy, hodc chan thuwc, nhw két qua chwong trinh O-level [1] cda tdi nita.

[1] Chwong trinh O-level: twong dwong véi chwong trinh I6p Mwoi tai Viéet Nam.

Di nhién hoéi day toi clin chang nhdng xi 1én vi may chuyén nay; t6i khong dong khung
bang cap hodc bat ky tht gi do hoi kiéu vy, va toi sé khong noi chi tiet diém s6 thuc té ra day,
vl khi do chuyén sé chi thanh ra mang tinh chit hon thua ma thoi, nhung dirt khoat la t6i thich
duoc so hitu ching; cac van bang 4y. Mudi sdu tudi, lan diu tién téi cdAm thdy minh di nang luc
dé [am bat ky cai gl.

Tat nhién, tat ca déu da la chuyén tir ngay xtra ngay xua. Gior thi téi dd muoi tam tuoi, toi
thich nghi rang minh da khon ngoan va diém dam hon truéc nhirng chuyén nay. Vi vay két qua
chuwong trinh A-level [2] cua t6i, n6i mot cach twong doi thoi, khong c6 gl to tat. Ngoaira, cai y
niém la bang cach nao do ban c6 thé dlnh luong tri thong mlnh bang mot hé thdng cac bai thi
Vlet 16i thoi va 16 bich chi ding & bé noi. C6 diéu, dé 1a két qua chwong trinh A-level t6t nhat
ctia Truwong Phd thong Hon hop [3] Phé Langley ndm 1985, thuc ra la tot nhat ké tir mudi lam
nam nay, ba diém A va mot dlem B, conglaila 19 diém - day, gio thi toi noi ra mat roi - nhung
thuc long, toi khong tin diéu do co gi dic biét hay 3 an twong, toi chi tién mom nhic dén thoi. Ma
du'sao di nita, so v&i nhitng pham chat khac, chang han nhw long diing cam, hoic sw ndi tleng,
hoac long vi tha hodc sy khoe manh, hoac ngoai hinh dé nhin, hodc lan da dep, hodc doi séng
tinh duc thoa man, ban sé thiy ngay rang c6 mot 16 mot 16¢ cac thir that sw ching hé quan
trong.

[2] Chwong trinh A-level: twong dwong voi chwong trinh l6p Mwoi mét, Mwoi hai tai Viét
Nam.

[3] Mét dang trwong céng & phwong Tdy, khdng tuyén lwa hoc sinh ddu vao theo tén gido
hodc thanh tich hoc tdp.

Nhung nhw bo t6i ting noi, cot yéu cia mot nén gido duc la co hdi ma né mang dén, canh
clra ma né mo ra, boi vi néu khong nhu vay thi ban than kién thirc chi 1a mot ngd cut, dac biét
néu nhin twr noi toi dang ding, tai day, vao budi chiéu ta mot ngay thit Tw thang Chin, trong
mot nha may san xuit 10 nuwéng banh mi.

To6i da danh han ky nghi 1 dé lam ¢ bd phan giao hang cua Ashworth Electricals, tirc 1a toi
phu trach viéc dat 10 nwéng banh mi vao hop trudc khi _ching dwoc giao cho cac dal ly ban lé.
Di nhién, ciing chi cé bdy nhiéu cach dé dit 1o nwong vao trong hop, v1 vay hai thang troi qua
nhin chung kha té nhat, c6 diéu mat tot la tién cong 1 bang 85 xu mot gio, khong té ti nao, va
minh con duoc an bao nhiéu banh mi nwéng tuy thich. Hom nay la ngay lam viéc cuoi cung, toi
cr chong mat cho canh moi nguoi len lat chuyen tay nhau tam thiép ghi 101 tam biét va vu thu
hoach qua chia tay cia minh, roi lai ch xem s& t&i quan rwou ndo dé t6 chitc tiéc chia tay,



nhung by gitr d3 6 gior 15 phiit, nén tdi ¢t chic mam la moi ngwdi vé nha ca roi.

Tot thoi, vi du sao t6i _clng da co6 nhiing ké hoach khac, vi vay toi lay d6 dac cia minh, vor
mot nam bt bi va mot cudn bang keo trong tu dung van phong pham ro6i xdm xam vé phia ciu
tau, noi to6i da hen gip Spencer va Tone.

Véi chiéu dai 2.360 thwée Anh, tuong dwong 2.158 ki 16 met, cau tau Southend chinh thic
la ciu tau dai nhat thé gioi. That long ma noi, co 1é né hoi qud dal dac biét la dang xach theo
rat nhiéu bia. Bon t6i cd mudi hai lon Skol 500 ml, bo vién xao chua ngot, com chién dac biét
va mot phan khoai tay chién véi x6t ca ri - di cac mui vi trén doi - nhung dung luc bon t6i di
dén cudi cau tau thi bia da hét lanh con thirc an thi lanh ngat. Vi day la mot dip ky niém dac
biét nén Tone ciling da vac theo cai cat xét kiéu dan khu 6 chuot hay xach theo cé kich c& bang
mot cai ta quan do nho va, cong bang ma noi, cé 1& no sé chang bao gio khuay dong dwoc khu 6
chuot hao, trie phi ban tinh ca Shoeburyness [4]. Khi ching t6i ng01 xudng bang ghe dai & phia
cudi ciu tau va ngam nhin hoang hon trang lé bén trén nha may loc dau thi cai may dang phat
cudn bang The Best Of The Zep do chinh tay Tone tuyén chon.

[4] Mét thi trdn & Péng Nam Essex, nwoc Anh, thudc dia hat Southend,

“Cau khong dinh tré thanh mot thang din chit hd?” Tone hoi, tay m& mét lon bia.
“Y gi day?”

“Cau a4y muon ndi la cdu khéng dinh Ién mdt sinh vién véi bon té chiy,” Spencer noi.
“A, t&1a sinh vién. Tirc y 13, t& sé nhuw thé, nén...”

“Khoéng phai, y t& la cau khong dinh hoc du thir vo van xong lén mat day doi, dén Giang
sinh thi khoac cai ao choang vé nha, ndi t1eng Latin va phun ra nao 1a ‘Nguoi ta lam’ roi thi
‘Ngudi ta cho rang’ roi thé nay thé kia chtt...

“Tring phoc Tone a, diy chinh xdc 1a nhirng gi t& dinh lam.”
“Thoi cho t& xin. Ciu din thé @i roi day, khéng can co tré nén dan thém nira dau.”

T6i da nhiéu lan bi Tone goila thang dan”, néu L khong phai thang dan” thi clingla’ thang
dong béng”, nhung meo ¢ day la phai hiéu ngon ngit ¢ chung myc nhat dinh, va c6 nghi Ve no
nhu mot cach biéu 16 su yeu men, kleu nhu may doi trai gai van au yém goi nhau la ”
yeu/anh yéu” hay “cuc cung” ay. Tone vira vao lam viéc trong mot nha kho tai Currys, va dang
bat dau ché tao mot phu kién nhé nhin xinh xinh dé gin vao dan am thanh hifi xach tay kéu
lach cach, giong nhu cai chung toi dang nghe bay glcr b6 ciing chinh la ban nhac Led Zeppehn
cua cau ta; Tone thich ty goi minh 1a dan "metallist”, nghe c6 vé chuyén nghiép ho'n la “rocker”
hay “heavy metal fan”. Cau ta ciing an mac glong nhu mot tay metallist: nhiéu vai denim mau
xanh nhat, nhiéu s¢i téc vang hoe éng a duwoc ven ra dang sau, hét nhu mot tay Vlklng éo la.
That ra thi mai téc cda Tone [a thit duy nhdt cla cau ta trong éo 1a. Xét cho cling thi cau ta van
la thang c6 mau bao luc. Dau hiéu mot bu01 chleu di choi thanh céng véi Tone 1a ban vé nha
ma dau van chwa bi 4n xudng bon cau va gioi nuérc.

Bay gio dén ban “Stairway to Heaven”.

“Ching minh cé can phai nghe cai thit hippie v& van chét tiét nay khong ha Tone?”
Spencer noi.

“The Zep day, Spencer.”

“Tone a, t& biét 1a The Zep, thé t& m&i mudn clu tat cai thir chét tiét ddy di.”



“Nhung The Zep théng tri co ma.”

“Vi sao ha? B&i vi cdu noi ho théng tri a?”

“Khong, vi ho 1a mo6t ban nhac noi tiéng va cé tAm anh huwdng 16m.”
“Tony, ho dang hat vé tién diy. Pungla...”

“Tién nao...”

“Thi yéu tinh vay,” t6i noi.

“Pay khong chi 1a tién va yéu tinh, ma la Tolkien [5], 1a van chuong day..” Tone thich cai
thw kleu nhu thé; nhitng quyén sach c6 ban dé6 & mat trwdc, va hinh minh hoa trang bia la
nhitng nguoi dan ba to cao, dir ton trong bo do 16t 1am tir cac vong kim loai xau vao nhau, tay
cam thanh ki€m to ban, loal phu nit ma trong thé gi¢i thwe cau ta mudn ldy 1am vo. Thuc ra thi
& Southend, chuyén d6 kha thi hon ban tuéng.

[5] John Ronald Reuel Tolkien: nha vdn, tiéu thuyét gia, noi tiéng véi tdc phdm Chiia té
nhiirng chiéc Nhan.

“Ma tién véi yéu tinh thi c¢6 gi khac nhau?” Spencer hoi.
“Ai biét. Hoi Jackson di, thang chét gidm 4y c6 ca ddng chirng chi ddy.”
« 4 L » A 7 =

Té& chiu, Tone a,” toi noi.

Khic doc tiu ghi ta da cit 1én va gio thi Spencer nhan cd mat lai. “Trod, bao gior méi két
thic day, cir hat t&i hat lui hoai thé nay ha troi...

“Bai hat kéo dai 7 phut 32 gidy cia mot thién tai chan chinh day nhé.”

“Cach tra tin chin chinh thi c4,” t6i néi. “Ma sao lic nao ciu cling chon né thé?”
“Boi vi né chinh la cai radio xach tay cua t& ma...”

“Ma cau dd chém dwoc. Chinh x4c thi né van thudc vé Currys.”

“U’ diy, nhung ma té mua pin...”

“Ai bao thé, cdu chém pin thi c6...”

“Khong phai miy cuc nay, t& mua nhirng cuc nay...”

“Thé pin gia bao nhiéu vay?”

“1 bang 98 xu.”

“VAy gia st t& cho ciu 66 xu, bon minh c6 thé dworc cai gi diy tir té hon khong?”

“Cai gi, nhw ki€u Kate Bush 4? Puoc r01 Jackson, thé c bo cudn bang Kate Bush vao, ca
bon s& co mot khodng thoi gian that vui vé ma nghe Kate Bush, ca bon sé co mot diéu nhdy cuc
ky, cuc ky hay ho va mgt bai song ca v&i Kate Bush...” Va trong khi Tone véi toi dang dau khau
Spencer nga nguwoi vé phia cai cat xét, tho o tho tay l1dy cudn bang The Best Of The Zep ra roi
ném tudt xuéng bién.

Tone hét 1én “04i!” va ném lon bia ra sau roi ca hai thang cung ruwot nhau chay xudng cau
tau. Tét nhat la khong nén tham gia vao nhiing vu danh 1on. Tone c6 khuynh huong hoi mat
kiém soat mot chut, cau ta bi am anh béi linh hon cia Odin [6] hay cai gi ddy dai loai vay, va



néu tham gia thi toi s€ khong tranh khoi canh bi Spencer ngoi de 1én canh tay trong khi Tone xi
hoi vao mat, nén 1a t6i van ng01 yén, uéng bia va xem Tone dang c6 kéo chan Spencer qua
nhitng thanh rao chin ctia cau fau.

[6] Than Odin la vi thdn ding ddu trong thé gidi than thoai Bdc Au va ciing la vua cta ‘thi
toc’ than thanh Aesir. Pay la vi than chién tranh, cé khd ndng quyét dinh chién thang trong
nhitng trdn chién va ciing la vi thdn cta sw khén ngoan.

Mac du dang la thang Chin, nhung khi troi bubi chiéu t6i da bat dau c6 chut hoi lanh 4m
wot, cam giac mua he dang sap hét, va t6i lay lam mung vi minh da khoac cai ao gio to phong
nay. Luc nao toi ciing ghét mua he; cai cach anh mat troi chiéu vao man hinh ti vi budi trua va
khi troi oi bire thoi thuc nguoi ta phdi mdc o thun ngin tay va quan sooc. Toi ghét 4o thun
ngan tay va quan sooc. Néu tbi an mac nhw vay ma dirng bén ngoai mot hiéu thudc, tdéi cam
doan la mo§t vai cu gia tl té sé c6 bé mot dong xu 1én dau toi.

Khong, cai ma toi that sy trong mong chinh la mua thu, la dwoc da la vang roi trén duong
dén giang duong, dwoc chuyén tro sbi ndi vé cac nha tho siéu hinh véi mot co gai tén Emily,
hay Katherine, hay Francois, hodc tén gi d6 mac quan tatlen den bé satva de kleu téc cat ngan
giong nir minh tinh Louise Brooks roi quay 1én can phong gac mai cua co dy va lam tinh truéc
cai 10 swdi chay dién ciing ctia c6 dy. Sau dé ching tdi doc to tho cua T.S. Eliot va uong ruou
nho thwong hang trong nhitng cai ly nho xiu, ling nghe 4m nhac cua Miles Davids. Du sao thi
do cling 1a nhirng gi toi twong tuong la sap dién ra. Trai nghiém vé Pai hoc. Tbi thich tir trdi
nghiém. Tlr d6 nghe nhw tro 1ai tau lwon & khu vui choi Alton Towers vay.

Tran chién roi cling nga ngt, Tone trat bo sw hung han con lai cia cdu ta bang cach ném
nhitng vién thit bo xao chua ngot vao li mong bién, Spencer quay lai, nhét vat 4o so mi vao
trong quan ng01 xuong bén canh toi va bat mot lon bia khac. Spencer that biét cach cam lon
bia; trong ciu ta c* nhw dang u6ng mot ly martini ay.

Spencer la dira toi s€ nh& nhat. Ciu ta khong dinh hoc 1én dai hoc, mac du rat cé thé ciu ta
la ga thong minh nhat ma t6i ting gap, dong thoi [a ga banh trai nhat gan géc nhat va hay ho
nhat. Di nhién t6i sé khong hé rang voi cau ta vé nhitng diéu nay, vi ching nghe that muon noi
da ga, nhung cling khong can thiét phai noi ra vi dang nao cdu ta cling biét r6 ca roi. Ciu ta cé
thé hoc Ién dai hoc néu that sy mudn, nhung cdu ta lai pha réi cac ky thi; khong chu dinh,
nhu*ng moi nguoi déu c6 thé thay cau ta lam vay. Cau ta ngdi ban ké& bén toi trong bai thi tién
Anh, va ct nhin cdy but di chuyén cing du biét khong phai cdu ta dang viét ma la dang vé. bé
tra 141 cho cau héi vé Shakespeare cdu ta vé Nhitng nguoivo vui vé cua Wonsor, va cho cau hoi
veé tho cau ta vé mot birc tranh cé nhan dé ‘ ‘Wilfred Owen trai qua sy kinh hoang tai chién hao
budi ban day”. Toi co gang thu hit sy cha y cta ciu ta, vi vay t6i ném cho cau ta mot cai nhin
than thién “E, coi ndo bo” , nhung cdu ta chi cui gam mit xuong, vé hi hody, va sau mot tiéng
dong ho ciu ta dirng 1én roi di ra ngoai, dén ctra thi nhay mit véi toi; khong phai mot cai nhay
mat tw phu ma 1a mot cai nhay mat voi doi mat dé rom rém nuéec, het nhw mot tén linh Anh
trén duwong ra phap truong xit ban.

Sau vu do, cau ta khong di thi nira. Sau lung cau ta doi khi nguoi ta van noi toi cum tu “suy
sup tinh than” nhlrng Spencer tung tirng thé kia thi suy sup cai noi gi. Gia st c6 bi that, cau ta
cling da lam cho cai viéc suy sup than Kinh trong c6 ve hay hay. Theo cach nhin nhan sw viéc
cua toi, toan bo cai kiéu sdc mui Jack Kerouac [7] d6, cai tran tré giay vo veé sur ton tai cua con
nguoi do & mot chirng muyc nhat dinh thi cling duoc théi, nhung sé khong 6n chiit nao néu né
lam anh huong dén diém s6 ctia ban.

[7] Nha vdn vi dai thudc thé hé Beat, dwoc biét dén nhiéu nhdt véi tdc phdm Trén dudng.
“Cau dinh s€ lam gi ha Spencer?”

C4u ta nheo mat lai, nhin t6i. “Cau né6i lam 1a c6 y gi ha?”



“Cau biét roi con héi. Ki€éu nhw viéc lam 4y.”

“Té co6 viéc lam roi con gl.” Spencer da ddng ky that nghiép, nhung cdu ta cling dang lam
thu ngan & tram xang mé suot dém trén dwong A127.

“Té biét ciu da cé viéc lam. Nhuwng trong twong lai...”
Spencer nhin ra cira s6ng, va toi bat dau h6i han vi da dwa ra cha dé nay.

“Ban Brian cua t6i o1, van dé cta cau chinh la cau danh gia thap sw hdp dan cua cudc song
¢ mot tram xang mo dém roi. Té& duoc chén banh keo bao nh1eu tuy thich. Tha hé doc ban do.
Hit ha nhung mui hwong hép dan. thng ly rwou mién phi...” Cau ta tu mot hoi bia dai, va tim
cach chuyen cht dé. Cho tay vao cai 4o gi6é Harrington ctia mlnh cau ta 16i ra mot cai bang cat
xet voi mot danh sach ban nhac viét tay duoc nhét mdt sau: “T¢ lam cai nay cho cau day bé
cau c6 thé choi né truéc mat nhitng dita ban méi & truweong dai hoc, lira cho bon day tuéng la
cau cling c6 gu am nhac.”

T6i cAm lay cudn bang c6 dong chit’ “Tuyén tap Pai hoc cda Bri” véi nhitng chir cai dworc
viét hoa ti man véi cac goc canh kiéu 3D. Spencer ding 1a mot nghé si tai hoa.

“Cai nay tuyét qua, Spencer, cdAm on b6 nhé...”

“Dugc roi, Jackson, né chi la mot cudn bang gia 69 xu mua ¢ cho thoi, khong can phai wot
at thé dau.” Cau ta néi thé, nhung ca hal dra toi déu biét rang mot cudn bang tuyén tap dai
chin muoi phut han phai la thanh qua cua ba gio dong ho mlet mai, va sé tén nhiéu thoi gian
hon néu ban con thiét ké mot ca1 danh sach ban nhac nita. “Cau cé bé bang vao khong ha?
Thang hé kia quay lai bay gi¢ nay.”

To6i dat cudén bang vao, nhan nut play, va giong Curtis Mayfield hat bai * ‘“Tiép tuc tién 1én”
vang lén. Spencer chiu anh huwong nhiéu ctia xu hwéng am nhac nhitng nim 1960, nhung da
chuyén sang dong nhac soul c6 dién; Al Green, Gil Scott-Heron, dai loai thé. Spencer con sanh
diéu dén muc tham chi thich nhac jazz. Khéng chi thtr nhac jazz clia Sade hay The Style Council
thoi dau; ma 1a thir nhac j jazz dich thuec, nhing tht kho chiu, budn té. Chung tdi ngdi dé va lang
nghe mot lat. Tone hién gio van dang c6 gang khéu tlen ra khoi cai kinh vién vong bang con
dao bam ma ciu ta mua trong mot chuyén da ngoai cia trwong dén Calais, con Spencer va toi
thi ng01 xem hét nhw nhitng bac phu huynh khoan dung cia mot dita tré c6 van dé vé hanh vi
rng xr.

“VAy cudi tuan ciu sé vé chr?” Spencer hai.
“Té khong biét. Mong la vay. Nhwng khong phai cudi tuan nao cling dwoc dau.”

“Chac phai dwoc ch? Khong thi mot minh té lai bi ket ¢ day voi thang Conan Moi Ro [8]
a..” roi Spencer hit cim vé phia Tone lic ndy dang hét giam lai da song phi vao cai kinh vién
vong.

[8] Nhdi theo tén Cortan the Barbarian, mét b6 phim do Amold Schwarzenegger tht vai.
“Sao bon minh khéng cung ly chiic mirng hoac lam mot cai gi d6 nhi?” toi noi.

Spencer tré moi “Cung ly 4? Vi cai gi?”

“Cau biét ma - cho twong lai hay dai loai thé chang han.”

Spencer thé dai, va lai cAm lon bia cung nhe vao lon cia toi. “Vi twong lai. Hy vong da ciu
sach mun.”

“Cut di, Spencer,” t6i noi.



“Cau cut di thi co, Brian,” cau ta no6i, nhwng cuw¢i vang.

Uong dén nhitng lon bia cudi cung thi ching t6i da kha say, hai thang bén nga lung xudng,
hai mat nham nghién, khéng néi 1&i nao, chi lang nghe tleng séng bién va Otis Redding dang
hat “Thtr moét chuat diu dang”, ma vao budi t6i cudi he troi trong gié mat nay, ngud¢c nhin
nhiing vi sao, cung voi nhung ngwoi ban than nhat & bén canh, t6i c6 cdm gidc nhu thé cudc
song dich thlrc cuoi cung da bat dau, va moi thi déu hoan toan cé thé.

T6i mudn dwoc nghe nhiing ban sonata dwong cam va biét ai la ngu'(rl choi. T6i muén dén
nhitng buoi hoa nhac c6 dién va biét khi nao nén vo tay. Toi muon “cadm” dwgc nhac j jazz hién
dai ma khong can hiéu né, nghe co6 vé glong nhu mot sai [am khtng khiép, va t6i muon b1et
Velvet Underground chinh xac 1a ai. T6i mu6n hoan toan diam minh vao Thé gi¢i Y niém, muon
hiéu dwoc kinh té hoc hon hop, va biét nguoi ta thay cai gi 0 Bob Dylan. Toi mudn sé& hitu
nhitng 1y twéng chinh tri cap tién nhung nhan van va thong thai, t6i mudn chu tri nhitng cudc
thao luan hang say nhu'ng day ly 1é xung quanh chlec ban bép go, noi nhing cau kiéu nhu “Hay
dinh nghia thuat ngit ctia ban!” va “Lap luan cua ban chi dung ¢ bé n6i!” roi thinh linh phat
hién ra 1a mit troi da moc va chung toi da noi chuyen thau dém. Téi muon tu tin dung nhiing
tir nhwr 1a “nhan danh” va “duy nga” hay “thuc loi”. Toi muon hoc dé danh gia duoc ruou vang
ngon, rwgu ngoai, cac loai whisky u tr ruou mach nha, va hoc cach uong ching ma khéong tré
thanh mot tén bom nhau toan tap, roi &n nhitng mén la va mén nudc ngoai, trirng chim choi
choi va tdm hum dut 16 véi x6t pho mai, nhitng mon nghe thi c6 ve khong an duoc, hodc nhitng
mon t6i khong the phat am dwoc. Toi muon lam tinh voi nhitng phu nit xinh dep, tinh te va
dang so, sudt ca ngay hodc vao buoi chiéu ta dwdi dnh dén, va tinh tdo, khong so hai, va toi
muodn noi dugc troi chay nhiéu ngoai ngtt, tham chi la mot ha1 tlr nglt, va mang theo mot cuén
s6 nhé boc da dé ghi lal nhitng y twong va nhan xét sdc sdo, roi ca nhitng van tho ngdu hung.
Trén hét thay toi muon doc sach; nhiing cudn sach boc da niang day nhu cuc gach, gidy mong
dén kho tin va nhirng dai ruy bang mau tia dé danh dau trang doc do; nhitng cuén tuyén tap thi
ca mua lai, gia ré, bui bam, nhitng cudn sach ngoai vin cé nhitng bai luan kho hiéu, dat khong
thé twdng clua cic truong dal hoc nuwéc ngoai.

Do6i khi, t6i mudn minh ¢ y twong doc dao nao diy. Va toi muon dwoc hdm mo, hoac tham
chi duoc yéu, nhung cai do phai cho thoi gian tra loi. Vé phan cong viéc, toi khong that chic
chan 12 minh mudn cai gi, nhung d6 phai la cai gi d6 ma toi khong chan ghet, khong [am toi
muon bénh, va khong lam toi lic nao ciing lo ngay ngay vé tién bac. Va dé la tit ca nhirng thi
ma mot nén gido duc dai hoc sé cho toi.

Chung toi uong sach bia, sau d6 thi moi chuyén khong con ki€ém soat dwoc nira, Tone ném
giay clia téi xudng bién, thé la toi danh phai cudc bd vé nha bang doi vo.
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CAU HOI: B4 phim nao cua Powell va Pressburger dugc chuyén thé tir mot cau chuyén cua
Hans Christian Andersen, cdng chiéu nim 1948, trong d6 Moira Shearer nhay mua dén chét
tredc mot ddu may xe Itra chay bang hoi nwéc?

TRA LOL: Giay dé.

SO 16 duong Archer, gidng nhw tat ca nhitng ng6i nha khac trén duong nay, ciing la mot
maisonette, mot dang giam nhe cua danh tw ‘tiéng Phap (gidng cai) maison, nghia den la “ngoi
nha nho”. T6i song & day cung me t6i, va néu ban mudn nhin thdy mét cach bay bién that su
bat tién thi ban sé khong phai that vong trudc canh mot thang con trai mwoi tam tudi va mot
phu nir goa chong b6n mwoi mét tudi cing song trong mot ngdi nha nhoé dau. Vu sang nay la
mot vi du. 8 glcr rudi sang, toi van dang nam trong chiéc chan 16ng vit, nghe chuwong trinh

“Chao budi sang” va ngam nhin cai may bay mé hinh treo toong teng trén tran nha. Toi nén
thao ching xudng, toi blet chit, nhung & mot thoi diém nao do, cach day hai nam, ching tir mot
th do tré con dang yéu da bién thanh mot thir vo dung budn cwoi, nén toi cir dé ké chung trén
day.

Me buéc vao, sau dé go ctra.

“Chao buoi sdng, ngai ngd a. Hom nay la mét ngay trong dai day!”

“Me chwa bao gio go cira thi phai, me nhi?”

“Me c6 go ma con!”

“Khong, me bwéc vao, sau dé méi go ctra. Dy c6 phai la go ctra dau...”

“Thé thi sao nao? Khéng phai con dang lam gi d6 ch&?” Ba liéc nhin ranh manh.
“Khong phai, nhwng ma...”

“Dung noi la con gidu co gai nao ‘trong day nhé,” va ba giat mot goc chan. “Coi nao, chau
yép, dirng c6 nguwong, ching ta hay néi vé diéu do di. Ra day nao, ra day, chau la ai cling dwoc

T6i kéo manh cai chdn qua dau. “Mot phat niva con xudng...”

“Or day béc mui, that sw béc mii, con c6 thay vay khong?”

“Me chang nghe gi hét...”

“Mui gidng con trai. That ra thi cic ciu nhéc lam gi d€ tao ra cai mui giong nhw vy nhi?”
“That tot vi con sap di, ding khong?”

“Chuyén tau cia con ldc may gio vay?”

“12 gier 15

“Vay sao con van con & trén givong ha? Ne, qua chia tay cho con..” va ba ném mot cai tui
dung hang xuéng chan. Téi mé ra; bén trong la mot ong nhua trong subt, kiéu thwcmg dung de
dwng bong tennis, nhung né chtra ba cai quan lé6t nam vai cotton dwoc cudn tron lai, mau da,



trang va den, cdc mau trén qudc ky Dirc Qudc xa.
“Me, me khong nén...”
“Oi dao, dang bao nhiéu dau ma.”
“Khéng, y con la con mong me khéng nén ton it nhw vay.”

“Pirng c6 lau ca, chang trai tré. Day mau. Con con phai géi ghém do6 dac day. Va cam phién
ma& ctra so ra cho thoang di.”

Sau khi ba di khoi, toi giti may cai quan ra khéi 6ng nhya dé ching roi Xuong tdm chan, tan
hwéng cam giac trong dai cua su kién nay. Vi, thatlong, day 1a Nhirng Chiéc Quan Cudi Cung Me
Mua Cho T61i. Cai mau trang ciing dwoc, cai mau den thi theo nhur toi thay la sé ben day, nhlrng
con cai mau dé? Chung khong phai hoi chéisao? Véi tdi, quan do la nhirng thi n6i “Dirng lai” v

“Nguy hiém”.

Nhung voi tinh than phiéu lwu mao hiém, t6i bwéc ra khoi giuong va mdc cai quan dé vao.
biéu gi xay ra néu chung lai giéng nhw Giay do va toi khong tai nao coira duoc? Toi hy vong
khong phai, vi khi do6 xét hinh anh phan chiéu trong chiéc guong tu quan 4o thi toi trong ching
khac gl vira bi ban vao hang. Du sao thi toi cling mdc cai quan dai tr hdm qua, mang hoi tho
boc mui chua ngot cung ham rdng xin mau va cam giac vang vat do Skol dém qua di xu6ng nha
an sang. Sau do toi sé di tam, roi goi ghém quan 4o, va di. Toi khong thé tin rang minh thuc sw
roi di. Téi khong thé tin la minh dwoc phép di.

Nhung di nhién kho6 khan 1én nhit cta ngay hom nay la goi ghem quan ao, roi khdi nha va
1én xe ltra ma khong nghe me néi nhirng tir nhw, “B6 tw hao veé con.

Maét téi thir Ba vao thdng Bdy, troi bén ngoai hdy con sang, man duroc kéo lai mgt nwa dé
chiing téi xem ti vi cho ré. Téi mdc pyjama va do choang tam, béc mui xa bong Dettol, dang tdp
trung cao dé vao chlec Alrfix Lancaster Bomber bang 1/72 kich thuéc thdt trén khay tra truoc
mdt. Bo téi vira tan sé vé, éng dang uéng mot lon bia ddng, khéi tir diéu thudc 6ng hiit lo ling
trong rdng chiéu ta.

“Phdn thi Thdch thirc Dai hoc danh cho ban; Triéu dai ndo ctia vieong quéc Anh la triéu dai
cudi cting chung kién hoat déng quan sw doi khang7”

“George Dé Ngii,” bé noi.

“George Dé Tam,” Wheeler, Dai hoc Jesus, Cambridge noi.

“Chinh xdc. Vong diém thwéng cia thi sinh sé dworc bdt ddu véi mot cdu héi vé dia chdt.”
“Co biét gi vé dia chdt khong ddy Bri?”

“Moét chit a,” toi danh bao noi.

“Bé ngoai nhw cé dang tinh the hodc bong loang, logi nao trong ba logi da chinh dwoc hinh
thanh do sw ngudi lai va dong ddc ctia vt chdt trdi dat bi nung chdy...?”

Cdi nay téi biét, toi chdc la cdi nay téi biét. “Pd nui lira!” toi ddp.
“Dd mdacma,” Armstrongs trwong Jesus, Cambridge noi.

“Chinh xac.”

“Con gdn diing,” b6 noi.



“Dd mdcma bao goém cdc tinh thé Ién dé nhdn thdy dworc goi la tinh thé ban cé két cdu la gi?”
Téi tra loi dai. “Dang hat,” t6i ndi.

Johnson, trwong Jesus, Cambridge noi “Thudc da Pocfia?”

“Chinh xdc.”

“Con suyt diing,” b6 noi.

”Bal tho Nguoi tinh cua Porphyria, trong do6 nhan vat chinh siét c6 ngwdi yéu bdng bim téc
ctia c6..” - xem nao, téi biét cdu trd loi that - “la bai tho tu sw cua nha tho thoi Victoria nao?” La
Robert Browning. Chiing téi dd hoc vé bai tho nay trong gio Ngit Vin tudn truéc. D6 la
Browning, toi biét ding la nhw vay.

“Robert Browning!” téi trd loi, cd hét stec dé khong hét Ién.
“Robert Browning?” Armstrong, trwong Jesus, Cambridge noi.

“Chinh xac!” Va co tiéng vo tay cho Armstrong truong Jesus, Cambridge tir phia khan gid
trwong quay, nhwng cd hai b6 con déu biét rang tiéng vo tay thdt sw danh cho téi.,

“Troi ddt, lam thé nao ma con biét cdu trd 10i hd Bri?” b6 hoi.

“ChI la con biét théi,” téi noi. T6i mudn quay lai nhin mdt éng, dé xem éng co cuoihay khéng -
6ng khong cuoi nhiéu, nhét I sau mét ngay lam viéc - nhu"ng téi khong muén minh trong c6 vé
tw mdn nén bén ngoi im va nhin cai bong dam dnh nang cua 6ng trén man hinh tivi. Ong nuét
khéi thuéc Id vao, dit nhe ban tay cdm diéu thudc lén dau téi, giong nhw mgt vi hdng y giao chi,
vuét téc bdng véi nhitng ngén tay dai vang khé, va bdo véi téi rdng:

“Khéng chirng mét ngay nao do con sé ¢ do day, toi tw mim cwoi voi chinh minh, cdm thdy
minh thdt théng minh sdng da va diing ddn, nhw mbt ngwd'i hoan toan khdc.

Dinhién, sau d6 téi tré nén tw mdn va co gang trd loi moi cdu hoj, réi trd loi sai moi cdu hoi,
nhung chuyén dé khong thanh vdn dé béi vi toi da diing mot ldn, va téi biét rang ngay nao dé
minh sé lai diing mét ldn nira.

T6i nghi, noi rang minh khong bao gio la n6 1€ cua nhitng thay do6i that thuong cua thoi
trang thi ciing chang ngoa. Thé khong c6 nghia toi la nguoi phan thoi trang, chi 1a khong co
trao luu nao trong cac trao luu thanh nién chu yéu & thoi dai toi song thit sw phu hop. Chung
quy thi, c6 mot thuc té€ phi phang thé nay, néu ban la fan cua Kate Bush, Charles Dickens, tro
sap Chll‘ David Attenborough va Thdch thirc Pai hoc thi ban ching c6 dwoc nhiéu lua chon Ve
mot trao lwu thanh nién.

Khong phai toi chua ting thi qua. Ting c6 mot thoi gian dai t6i hay tran troc kh6 ngu vi
lo s¢ rang minh c6 thé tré thanh mot nguoi Gothlc nhung t6i nght d6 chi la mot giai doan ma
thoi. Va lai, dan 6ng Gothic can ban deu dn mac glong ma ca rong quy toc, va neu co thit gi toi
chang bao gio tin, thi d6 chinh la ma ca rong quy toc. Toi chi khong c6 xwong go ma. Hon nira,
tré thanh mot ngudi Gothic nghia la ban phai nghe nhac Gothic, cai nay thi that hét chiu néi.

Vay nén cudc cham tran chop nhoang duy nhat cua toi voi van hda thanh nién it nhiéu chi
c6 th&. T6i tin 1a ban s& noi rang cam nhan cda ca nhan to6i vé phong cach co6 thé dwoc mo ta
ding nhat 1a khong trang trong nhung c6 dién. To6i thich quan vai cotton xép li hcrn quan
denim, nhung thich vai denim sam mau hon sang mau. Ao banh t6 phai nang, dai, va cb 4o bi
son, khan quang co phai c6 num tua nho, mau den hoac do tia, va la thir khong thé thidu tir dau
thang Chin cho dén cuoi thang Nam. G1ay chic chdn phal dé thap va khong qua nhon dau, va
(diéu nay rat quan trong) chi mang giay mau den hoac mau nu véi quan jean.



Nhung tdi cling khong s thir nghiém, ddc biét la khi gio day toi dang c6 co hoi dé lam méi
chinh minh. Vi vay voi chiéc va li cli clia b6 me mé toang dat trén givong, toi xem ludt qua
may bd quan ao moi mua danh riéng cho ngay diic biét nay. Pau tién 1a 4o gio day, mot cai ao
mau den trong ndng né, day dén Kkhong tin noi, hét nhw mot cai 4o da Itra. TOi kha hai 10ng vOi
no, va voi sw pha tron day any gitta my thuat Va lao déng chan tay - “c6 chiéc 4o Shelley nay la
dt roi, t6i khoi mac thém cai gi bén ngoai nita”.

T1ep theo la nam cai ao so mi dai tay khong cd, véi tong mau hoa ph01 cua trang va xanh
duong, t6i mua voi gia 1 bang 99 xu mot cai trong chuyen di choi trong ngay dén pho Carnaby
cung Tone va Spencer. Spencer ghét nhwng cai do nay, nhung toi thi nghi chuing that tuyét, dac
biét khi phdi voi cai 4o gi 1é mau den ma t6i dd mua véi gia3 bang & gian do cii ctia Hoi Giup
d& Ngudi Cao tudi. Toi di gidu me cai 4o gi 1&, khong phai vi ba c6 bat ky diéu gi phan doi Hoi
Nguoi Cao tu01 ma béi vi ba nghi rang do ci that 1a dung tuc va chang khac gi nhat do an trén
san nha. Cai ma toi dang hwong dén khi két hop 4o gi 16/40 so mi dai tay khong co/klnh mat
gong tron la hinh twong mot si quan tre tudi bi suy nhuoc than kinh b&i chién tranh, cé tit noi
[ap va mot cuon so tay day nhing tho, anh ta dwoc giti vé tir mit tran, nhwng dang hoan thanh
nghia vu cua nguoi céng dan yéu nudc bang cach 1am viéc tai mot trang trai ¢ ngoi lang
Gloucestershire xa x0i, 0 d6 anh ta bi nguoi dan dia phu'o'ng dsi xtr véi vé ngd vuc thd 19,
nhung lai duoc ¢ con gai ciia muc sw, nguoi doi quyen bau ctr cho phu nit, ham doc sach, xinh
dep, mot nguoi theo chu nghia hoa b1nh an chay va luéng tinh tham ter(rng trom nhé. bay
thwe swla moét cai 4o gi 1é ra tro. Va ngoai ra, né khéng phai do cii, né 1a do cé.

Tiép theo la chiéc 4o vét nhung ké nau cua bé. T6i trai do trén giwong va cin thin Xep
canh tay o doc theo nguc. C6 mot vét 6 nwoc tra nhé & dang trudre tir cach day hai nam, khi toi
sai ]am ma mac né dén dw budi khiéu vii ctia trwong. Toi biét viéc nay bi coi la hoi bénh, nhung
t6i lai nghi d6 1a mot ctt chi dep, mot kiéu bay to long ton kinh. Du vay thi dang 1& toi ciing nén
hoi y me truoc, bé&i vi khi thay td6i mac chiéc do vét cua bo ding trudc guong, ba da la 1én va
ném coc tra ve phla toi. Cuoi cung khi nhan ra dé 1a t6i, ba lién 0a khéc va ndm trén giwong nirc
né sudt ntra tiéng dong ho, téi phai néi dé ban biét d6 1a sw khuay dong ra tro treoc mot bira
tiéc. Va khi ba binh tinh 1a1 toi di dén dw budi khiéu vii that va da cé cudc tro chuyén sau day
v0i Janet Parks, tinh-yéu- doi-toi trong tuin do.

TOI: Janet, nhay diéu chadm nhé?

JANET PARKS: Bri ndy, 40 vét dep day.

TOI: CAm on cu!

JANET PARKS: Ciu ldy n6 & diu ra vay?

TOI: Pay 1a 4o clia b t6!

JANET PARKS: Nhwng khong phai bd ciu da... mat rbi sao?

TOL: Phai!

JANET PARKS: Vay ciu dang mac cai 4o vét cia nguoi b6 qua co a?

TOI: Pting vay. Thé diéu nhay thi sao nhi?

.. va dén ldc 4y thi Janet dwa tay 1én che miéng, 10i di va bat dau chi tré thi thAm trong goc
phong v6i Michelle Thomas va Sam Dobson, sau d6 di ve van Spencer Lewis. Khong phai toi
chiu mét loi nguyén veé cai do hay gi do dau. Voi lai, o trwong dai hoc, cai tiéu st nay sé chang
quan trong. Khong ai biét bat cwr diéu gi vé no, ngoai trur toi. O’ trwong dai hoc, né chi 1a mot
chiéc 4o vét nhung ké dep. T6i gip 4o lai roi dé vao va li.



Me buéc vao, sau do g6 cta, va toi nhanh tay dong va li lai. Ba trong nhu vira khoc du roi,
khong can chiéc 4o vét clia bé khoi goi ndi budn thém nita. Sau cling, ba dic biét xin nghi lam
sang nay dé co thé khac.

“Sap xong chwa con?”

“Gan xong roi.”

“Con c6 mudn lay cai chado chién khéng?”

“Khong, thi€u né thi con vAn 6n ma me.”

“Nhwng con s€ an gi?”

“Me biét roi diy, con sé an nhiéu th chi dau chi cé khoai tay chién!”
“Khong, con s€é khong an dwgc mon nao khac dau.”

“A, c6 thé con sé& bat dau dn nhw vay. Du sao thi cling c6 khoai tay dut 10.” T6i nhin xem ba
cO cuwoi hay khong.

“Con nén di roi nhi?” Tau con ldu méi téi, nhung me nghi viéc don tau cling glong nhu du
lich nwéc ngoai bang dwong hang khéng vay, tirc la ta phal c6 mat trwdc khi khéi hanh bon
tiéng dong h6 dé lam thu tuc. Khong phai do ching tbi ting di may bay hay gi khac, thé nhung,
that 1 ky la khi ba van chwa khién t6i bé ra dwong kiém viéc.

“Ntra tiéng nita con di,” toi noi, va im lang bao trum. Me muodn noi gi dé nhung khéng sao
th6t nén 1o, chic 1a dai loal nhw bo ty hao ve toi, nhung ba quyet dinh dé danh nhing loi do
noi sau, va quay lung bo dl T6i ngdi 1én va li de c6 déng no lai, sau d6 nam dai trén giwong
nhin quanh phong lan cudi - ki€u thoi khac ma, néu hat dwoc thudc thi toi da hut roi.

T6i khong thé tin diéu nay xdy ra that. bay la tudi trudng thanh tw 1ap, cdm giacla nhuw thé
nay day. Khong cé nghi 1& ndo nhi? 0 mot s6 bd lac chau Phi xa x0i budi 1& ky niém nhing su
kién quan trong trong doi nguoi thwcmg kéo dai bon ngay voi nhirng nghi thirc ky quai nhu
xdm minh va dung nhing chat giy ao giac manh duoc chiét xuat tir nhai, cac bo lao  trong bo
lac thi trét mau khi khap nguoi ta, nhung & day, nghi thirc chi goi gon trong ba cai quin maoi va
chiéc chin 16ng vit clia ta dwoc nhodi nhét vao mot tdi nhua 16t thung rac.

Khi xudng lau toi thdy me da géi mot boc do to tudng, hai hop bang vai 16n chira hau hét
cac vat dung trong nha cho t6i. bam bao 13 c6 cai chdo chién & do, duoc viui khéo 1éo trong
dong vat dung ndu nuwong, cai 10 nwong toi tho duoc tir Ashworth Electrlcals mot cai am, cudn
sach Bira dn tuyét voi véi Mince, va mot ro dung banh mi vé&i sdu 6 banh nhé det rac bot va mot
6 Mighty White. Tham chi c6 ca ban bao phd mai, ma ba biét rd toi khong dn pho mai. “Me o1,
con khong thé vac nguyén déng do nay theo du’(rc toi noi, va vi vay nhiing giay phut cudi cam
dong va la biéu tuong cho thoi nién thiéu cta cudc doi toi duwgc danh dée cdi co voi me ve viéc
toi c6 can do danh tring hay khong - phai, sé€ c6 mot cai vi nwéng banh mi nita, phai, toi that
sw can may nghe nhac va cap loa - va khi cudc thwong lwong cudi cung cling nga ngii thi hai me
con da giam tai xuong con mot va li, mot ba 16 dung may do nghe nhac va sach vé, hai tdi nhua
den 16t thung rac dung chiéc chin long vit va gbi, dong thoi, me kién quyét bit dem theo mot
d6éng khan lau bat dia.

Cubi cung da dén gio. Toi hét sirc kién quyét khong cho me tlen ra ga boi vi di mot minh
thi trong s€ c6 ve manh mé va c6 phong cach hon. Téi dung ¢ bac ctra trong khi ba ldy vi ra, tir
ton nhét mot to bac 10 bang gdp rat nhd vao tay toi, trong nhw mot vién hong ngoc.

MMe.""



“Khéng sao, cim lay di.”
“Con sé 6n ma, that day...”

“Con di nhé. Nh¢ gitr gin strc khoe...”

”

“Con...
“Thinh thodng c6 an it hoa qua twoi...”
“Con sé cd...”

“Con nita..” Dén roi ddy. Ba nudt nwéc mat ndi, “... con biét la bs sé rit tw hao vé con, ding
khong?” T6i voi hon 1én d6i moi kho dang mim lai ctia me roi chay, tirng quang ngan, cat 1u'c ra

ga.

Trén tau toi nhét tai nghe vao va nghe cuon bang tuyen tap chon loc dac biét cia minbh,
nhirng bai hat dwgc yéu thich moi thoi dai cua Kate Bush. b6 la mot tuyen tap kha hay, nhlrng
nha toi khong co dan am thanh h1f1 thich hop, vl vdy ban c6 thé nghe t1eng me noéi vong 1én lau
bdo rang mieng swon dd chin gia ntra trong am thanh cua bai “Nguoi dan 6ng véi hinh anh dira
bé trong doi mat”.

T6i trinh trong m¢& quyén tho Ni¢ hoang Faerie m&i cing cua thi si Spencer ra, ching t6i sé
phai hoc quyén nay trong hoc ky dau tién. Toi thich nghi rdng minh la mot doc gia kha chan
chinh, dau 0c c6i m¢ va du tinh t6t khac, nhung nhiing van tho nay thi hinh nhw chang coOy
nghia gi ca, vi vay toi bo cudén Ni¥ hodang Faerie xubng sau muoi tam dong dau tién, va thay vao
do tap trung nghe Kate Bush hat, dong thoi ngam canh thon qué nudc Anh thoang vut qua, roi
tao cai dang vé tram ngam, phirc tap va thu vi. T6i c6 mot 6 ctra s0 to, bdn cho ngoi va mot cai
ban riéng, mot lon Coca va Twix, va vo1i toi bay gio thi dieu _duy nhit co the lam cho cudc séng
twoi dep honla c6 mot co gai hap dan bwéc vao, ngdi doi mit véi téi va néi gi do kiéu nhu...

“Xin 16i, minh dé y thay cau dang doc cudén Nir hoang Faerie. C6 khi nao cdu dang tinh co
trén dwong dén khoa N git Van & dai hoc khong nhi?”

“U, dung roi day!” toi tra 1o1i.

“That tuyét vori! Cau khéng phién néu minh ngoéi diy chit? Nhan tién, minh 1a Emily. Néi
minh nghe nao, cau cé thuwong nghe nhac cua Kate Bush khong...?”

Thé roi cudc tro chuyén gitra ching t6i dién ra rat tinh t& va lich sy va hai hwéc, réi c6 mot
ludng dién vo hinh xet ngang lam troi day nhitng ham muon nhuc duc gitra hai dtra thé 1a Iic
ghé tram Emily lién nga nguoi qua ban, e 1€ can lan moéi dwoi day dan va noi, “Brian nay, to
hau nhu khong biét gi vé cau, va trudc day to cling chua bao gio noi diéu nay véi nguoi dan
6ng nao, nhung chung minh cé thé di dén... khach san hay cho nao dé duoc khong? Chi la to
khong b1et liéu c6 thé cuong lai n6 lau hon duoc khong va toi ben chap nhan véi mot nu cuoi
mét moi, nhlr thé€ mudn noi Tal sao chuyén nay cir phai xdy ra moi lan minh 1én tau thé nhi”
va dit tay c6 4y vao khach san gan nhit...

A ma khoan. Bau tién, toi phai lam gi voi dong hanh ly cda minh nhi? Téi khong thé xuat
hién ¢ khach san v6i hai cai tdi nhya 16t thung rac dung khong? Va roi con tién phong nira. SO
tién kiém dwoc tir viéc 1Jam thém mua hé ciia toi da bi tiéu sach vao tién phong tro roéi, tim séc
tro cip thi tin tudn sau moi dén tay, va mdc du trudc gio chuwa & khach san lan nao, toi biét
tién phong sé khong re - dé phai bon muoi, ndim muoi bang gi day - va hay d6i mit véi chuyén
do, toan bo chuyén dé sé keo dai, xem nao, muoi phut néu toi may man, cung lam la muoi lam
phut ma toi thi khong hé mudn trai qua gidy phut chim dam trong nhuc duc ngay ngat ma phai
dong thoi lan tin vé vu tién nong. Toi cho 1a Emily c6 thé'sé de nghi chia d01 tién phong, nhung
toi sé phai tir chdi thoi, khong cb dy lai nghi toi dung la d6 gié rach. Con gia st c6 ay cr khang



khang doi tra tién va tdi dong y, co ay van sé phai dwa ra tién mat, ma cho du chung t6i lam
viéc do trude hay sau khi lam tinh, n6 chic chan cling sé khién cho cudc gap g bot di mot chut
phlen mudn sdu ndo va ca sy ngot ngao. Liéu co ay co6 nghi toi la thang khong binh thu'0'ng néu
toi & lai sau d6 dé tan _dung hét cac tién nghi tuyét nhit ctua khach san khong nhi? ‘ “Emily yéu
quy, cudc may mua cua ching minh that tuyét voi va thim thia la lung Bay gio cau lay giup
minh cai khin tdm ¢ ba 16 duoc khong" Hon nira, nhay thang len givong voi mot cb gai sap
hoc chung truong c6 that la mot y tuwéng hay ho khong" Chuyén gi xay ra néu tinh trang cang
thang tinh duc gitra chung tdi can 16i con duong hoc hanh cua hai doa? Thuc té thi, co 1€ do
khong phai 1a mot y twéng hay. C6 khi téi nén cho doi dé hiéu ré Emily hon mét chit trwdc khi
ca hai tién téi moi quan hé thé xac.

Va ddng luc xe Itra vao ga, toi thit sw cdm thiy nhe nhém vi Emily chi 13 mot hinh anh
trong twdng twong cua toi ma thoi.

T6i kéo mdy cai tii nhya va hanh Iy ra khoi ga tau nam trén mot qua d6i nhin xuéng dwoc
toan thanh pho Pay méi 1 Ian thir hai t6i dén day sau budi phéng van, va ciing khong te, du
khong phai truomg Oxford hay Cambridge, nhung day la truomg dai hoc tot thi nhi. Piéu quan
trong la n6 co6 thdp hinh chép. Mot ki€u mo mong.
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CAU HOLI: Cuén tiéu thuyét ndi tiéng nao ctia Frances Hodgson Burnett, viét nam 1886 va
sau d6 dwgc dung thanh kich nhiéu lan da lam day 1én xu hudng thoi trang dé toéc quan dai va
mic 4o com 1é nhung c6 cd diang ten & nam thanh nién?

TRA LO'L: Cdu chii nhé Fauntleroy [1].
[1] Nguyén van: Little Lord Fauntleroy.

bay la nhiing gl t6i viét vao muc “Sé thich va méi quan tim” trong don nop cho Van phong
Nha & Truc thuoc Pai hoc: Poc sach, Phim anh, Am nhac, Kich nghé, Boi 16i, Cau 16ng, Quan hé
xa hoi!

RO rang danh sach dé chang thé hién gi nhiéu. Thim chi né con khong hoan toan dung
“Poc sach” 1a sy that, nhwng ai ma cha doc sach. “Phim anh" va “Am nhac” cling twong tu. “Kich
nghé” thi 1a néi déi, toi ghét kich nghé. Thuc ra thi t6i c6 tham gia mdy v& kich, chi 1a khong
bao gi¢ thuc sy xem tron ven mot vo, ngoai trir mot tiét muc lwu dién gido duc vé an toan
duong bo, trong do tuy cac dién vién nh1et tinh, s6i ndi va pho trwong, nhung man trinh dién
van chang dé lai may an twong thAm my trong t6i. C6 diéu ban phai gid vo thich kich nghé - do
13 luat. “Boi 161" _cling khong han la dung. Toi boi durorc, nhung chi theo cai ki€u cua bat ky con
vat nao dang sap chét dudi. Toi chi ‘nghf la minh can phai thém vao cai gi d6 mang tinh thé
thao. “Cau long” ciing vay. Khi t6i noi toi thich cau 16ng, y t6i 1a gia str o may ké nao do chia
sung vao dau toi va ép toi phdi choi mdét mon thé thao bat ky néu khong mudn bi ban chét, ma
chung lai khong chap nhan xem tro sap chit la mot moén thé thao, thi mon thé thao dé6 chinh la
cau 16ng. Y t6i [a, mon dé c6 thé khé dén dau co cht? “Quan hé xa hoi!” cling la mot uyen ngir.
“Co doc va Th1eu thén tinh duc” thi chinh xac hon, nhung ciling quai g& hon. Nhan tién, dau
cam than 4 o cudi tir ‘Quan heé xa hoi!” nham chuyén tai mot cai nhin thiéu ton kinh, v6 tam, bat
chip tat ca doi véi cudc doi.

Vi vay, pha1 thira nhéan la to6i Chang cung cap thong tin gi dang ke cho may nguoi ¢ Van
phong Nha ¢ Tryc thudc Pai hoc, thé ma chang hiéu sao ho lai x&p toi & trong ngdi nha nay véi
Josh va Marcus.

Richmond House nam trong mot day nha gach moi xay trén dinh mot ngon do6i rat déc
nhin xuong thanh pho ¢ vi tri thuan tién chi cach tram xe buyt gan nhat may cay, chinh vl vay,
cu6i cung khi dén noi toi da va mo6 hoi wét dim ben trong cai ao gio day. Ctra trwdc mo toang,
hanh lang day nhiing cai hop cung xe dap dua va hai mai cheo, mot cay gay va mleng 16t danh
cricket, cac thiét bi trurot tuyet binh thd 6xy va mot bo do lan Trong nhu mot vu cwdp ctra
hang dung cu thé thao. T6i ném va li vao phia bén trong ctra ra vao, cam thay néi lo ling dang
16n dan 1én, va tréo bira qua ddéng do thé thao dé tim nhirng nguwdi tro cung.

Nha bép duwoc thap sang bang dén neon, c6 vé don diéu, boc mui thudc tiy va men bia. Gin
bon rita, hai thang con trai, mot to lon téc vang, mot ngam den béo lun, mat 16m d6m tan
nhang, dang dung voi hoa sen phun day nuwoc vao cai thung rac rong bang nhua. Bai hat “C6 3 ay
ban noi tra an” cua The Cult dang phat ra am T tir cat xét. Toi dirng ¢ ngwdng clra mot 1at, roi
noi “Xin chao!” va “Chao dang 4y!” trwdc khi dira téc vang cudi cung cling nhin 1én va tréng
thay t6i véi may cai tai rac den.

“Xin chao! D6 la ngudi don rac!”

Ciu ta vdn nhac xuéng mot nic, chom t&i gidng nhw mot con cun giong Labrador thin



thién, roi bt tay toi mot cdch hiing hon, va tdi nhan ra diy 1a IAn d4u tién t6i bat tay mot nguoi
dong trang Itta.

“C4u han 1a Brian,” ciu ta néi. “Minh tén Josh con day la Marcus!”

Marcus nhé thé va day mun nhot, tat ca nhiing net ddc trung cua ciu ta déu tap trung ¢
gitra Khuoén mat, dang sau cdp kinh phl cong trong rat ngau song cling chang khién ciu ta nom
c6 kha nang l4i may bay mot chut nao. C3u ta nhin tdi tir trén xuoéng dwdi voi khudn mdt co ve
cau kinh, khit miii, roi lai cht y vao cai thung rac nhya. Nhung Josh thi c noi huyen thuyen
khong them doi cau tra loi, bang giong nai lien mot mach cua phim thoi sw Pathe. “C3u dén
day bang cach nao? Phu'o'ng tién giao thong cong cong a? Cau séng & dau? Cau thay én day
chu'7 Cau toat mo6 hoi dam dia kia.”

Josh mang mot doi giay ong mau doé tia, mac 4o gi 1é nhung mau be - dé la mot chiéc 4o gi
1é nhung - mot cai ao so' mi tim, va quan jean den bo sat dén ndi c6 thé thay rd tirng cai tinh
hoan cau ta & dau. Cau ta cé kidu toc giong Tone, kiéu Viking N héa, dau hiéu cua dan
metallist kinh nién, nerng dwoc bu lai bang mot bo ria meép 16ng to; voi cdi ki€u trung dién Ay,
cau chang ky si nay trong nhw thé vira danh mat thanh trudng kiém ctia minh.

“Cai gi trong thung rac vay?” toi hoi.

“Bia tw u. Tui minh nghi la dé qua trinh 1én men dién ra cang sém thi cang tot. Hién nhién
1a cau c6 thé tham gia néu mudn, ching ta chi phai chia chi phi lam ba théi...’

“Pwoc thoi...”

“Chi phi bay gi¢ 1a 10 bang, dé€ mua men bia va chdt c¢6 ddc cay hoa bia va 6ng va thung va
cac thirlinh tinh khac, nhung sau ba tuan thi cau c6 thé thudng thitc Bia ding Yorkshire truyén
thong véi gia 6 xu nira lit!”

“Mo6n hoi nhi!”

“Marcus va minh la nhirng tay ndu rwou lau, hai dva van hanh mét ci may chung cat ruou
trong ky tuic, ki€m loi kha kha ddy. Méc du tui minh ngau nhién lai 1a hai thing ngoai tra!”

“Cac cau hoc cung trwong a?”

“Chac chan roi. Rit khang khit, phai khong, Marcus?” Marcus khit miii. “Cau hoc & dau
vay?”

“0, cau chuwa nghe dén noi d6 dau...”

“Thir coi.”

“Phé Langley?”

Im lang.

“Trudng Phé thong Hon hop Phé Langley?”
Chang c6 dong tinh gi.

“Southend?” toi goiy. “Essex?”

“Khong! Ciu hoan toan ddng, chwa bao gio nghe néi luén! Muén té chi cho phong ciu
khong?”

T6i theo Josh 1én lau, Marcus litng thitng theo sau, di doc theo hanh lang mau xam xanh



trang tri bang nhiing chi dan vé cach tng pho trong trwong hop c6 hoa hoan. Chung to6i di qua
can phong moi cua ho chat day nhimg hop va va Ii nhung van con rong rai, va dén cudi hanh
lang, Josh day tung ctra mot can phong thoat nhin giéng hét mot cai xa lim.

“Ten ten! Hy vong ciu khéng phién, nhung ching té da chia phong trwéc khi ciu dén day

roi.
“O.Théa..”

Tung dong xu dé quyét dinh. Cau biét ddy, ching t& mudn bat tay don do dac ra, 6n dinh
chd &.”

“Di nhién ré6i! Pwgc théi!” Toi cd cam giac minh vira bi ltra, va quyét dinh sé khong bao gio
tin gd mic 4o gi I&é nhung ndo nita. Bay gio phai tinh ké 1am sao doi lai quyén loi cia minh ma
khong té ra lo lieu.

“Hoi bé thi phai, nhi?” toi noi.

“Cha cha, Brian, phong ndo chang bé. Ma ching té da tung dong xu diy, rat 1a cong bang va
song phang.”

“Thé lam sao cdu tung dong xu cho ba nguoi?”
Im lang. Josh cau may, miéng cAm nhw hén.

“Néu cau khéng tin twdng bon nay, lic nao ching ta cling c6 thé tung lai,” Marcus khit khit
miii veé tw ai.

“Khéng, khong phai vay, chi la...”

“Roi, the thi ching t¢ sé dé ciu lai 6n dinh chd &. Mlrng vi c6 ciu gia nhap!” va ho chay di,
quay vé chd & bia, xi xa xi xam.

Cho & cuia toi trong nhu thé vira bi x&i tung lén. Can phong co cai ve cubn hut va khong khi
cua hién truong mot vy an mang; mot tAm ném nam chong cho trén khung kim loai, ti quan do
va ban dong bo, bing gbé dan va hai cai ké nhé bang mica gia go. Tdm tham cO mau nau cua bun
dat va nhu kidu duoc dét tie nhitng soi 16ng mu chac chan. Mot cai ctra s6 trong do ban & phia
trén cai ban nhin xuéng thing rac bén dudi, trong khi do tam bang hiéu dong khung canh bao
rang st dung keo dinh Blu-Tack trén twong sé bi xw tir. Mdc du vay, toi da mudén mot cin phong
gac mai, va toi da c6 mot can phong gac mai. TSt hon I1a nén thich nghi véi né, toi nghi thé.

Viéc dau tién t6i lam la lap dat dan am thanh ndi, va bé dia nhac Never for Ever, album
thanh cong vang doi thir ba ctia Kate Bush vao. Cac dia nhac con lai dwoc chat dong ké bén mat
dia quay, va c6 mot chut ddu tranh n6i tim trong t6i veé viéc dé album nao hwong mat ra ngoai;
toi thir véi Revolver ctia The Beatles, Blue ciia Joni Mitchell, Diana Ross va The Supremes va
Elia Fitzgerald trudc khi bo tri dia maoi coong Brandenburg Concertos cua Bach c6 nhan ghi Am
nhac Giai tri, mot mén hoi véi gia 2 bang 49 xu.

Sau do toi don sach vé ra, va thir nhiéu cach khac nhau de s3p x&p ching trén cai ké mica;
theo thi tw chit cai tén tac gia, theo thir tw chi cai tén tac gia nhung chia nho theo chu de; the
loai; quoc gia; kich c&, va cudi cung, hiéu qua nhdt, theo mau sac - bo Penguin kinh dién mau
den & mot dau ké, mau nhat dan dén bo Picador mau trang & cubi ké, & gitra la bd Virago mau
xanh chiém khoang 5 xang ti mét, bd ma tdi chua c6 thoi gian doc nhu'ng chac chan sé doc.
Viéc nay r6 rang kha mAt thoi gian, va khi toi xong xu6i hét thi troi cling vira t6i han, nén toi
bén gin cai dén ban 1én ban.

K& do t6i quyét dinh bién giwong ngd cia minh thanh mot chiéc giwong kiéu futon. Thuc



ra dd co luc toi tung muon lam viéc nay, nhung me chl cwoi nhao khi toi thir lam & nha, nén toi
dinh sé thtr lam ¢ day mot phen. T01 khiéng tam ném lén, n6 bi 14m ban mot cach khé hiéu va
di 4m dé trong cai xoong, dat xuéng san sao cho né khong t1ep xtic véi mat toi, roi chat vat
dung nguoc khung giwong bang kim loai Ién. N6 ndng dén ca tan, nhung cudi cung toi cling Xep
gon duwoc no an toan ddng sau ti quan 4o. Duong nhién nhw thé nghia la t6i sé mat di hon nira
met mat san quy gia, nhung khi xong thi hiéu qua ciing xtng dang 1Am - mot kiu khong khi
phu'(rng bong, khiém nhuong, tram tw mac tu'crng, chi bi lam glam bét mot chut bO’l nhing cai
soc mau xanh nuwéc bién dam, dé va tring trén Iép boc ngoai cai chan 16ng vit cia Cira hang
Bach héa Gia dung Anh.

Dé giir phong cach Thién khiém nhwong cua givong futon, toi mudn han ché trang tri, bén
chi dan lén birc twong phia trén cai goi nhiing buu thiép hinh cac birc hoa va tim anh wa thlch
mot kiéu tuyén ngdn bang hinh anh vé nhirng anh hung va nhing thll’ ma toi yéu thich. Toi
nam trén chlec futon va lay keo Blu-Tack ra; Cai chét ctia Chatterton cua Henry Wallis, Ophelia
Chét dudi cla Millais, Dirc me dong trinh va Chiia Hai dong cua Da Vinci, Dém day sao cua Van
Gogh, mot birc cua Edward Hopper; Marilyn Monroe van vay xoe nhin u siu vio may anh;
James Dean trong chiéc 4o khoac dai & New York; Dustln Hoffman trong Nguwoi dan ong chay
marathon; Woody Allen; m0t birc anh bd va me ngu git trén ghé xép ¢ Butlins, Charles
Dickens, Karl Marx, Che Guevara, Laurence Olivier trong vai Hamlet, Samuel Beckett Anton
Chekhov toi dong vai chua Gié-su trong vo kich Phiic dm h01 l6p Sau, ]ack Kerouac, Burton va
Taylor trong Ai sg Virginia Woolf? cung mot burc anh ctua Spencer, Tone va toi trong mot
chuyen da ngoai cua truong dén lau dai Dover. Spencer hoi tao dang, dau khé cuii nghiéng vé
mot bén, trong lanh dam, chan chwong va khon ngoan. Tone nhw moi khi, dang gio tay chit “V”.

Cuoi cung, ngay canh goi, toi dé mot tdm hinh cda bo, trong dng gdy go nhu glong cho
uypit [2] va co phan dang so glong nhw nhan vat Pinky trong bd phim Bdng dang ¢ Brighton,
nhung ¢ thanh pho phia quay mdt ra bo blen Southend mot tay cam chai bia va diéu thuoc la
chay am i trén nhiing ngon tay dai. Ong c6 mai toc den chai nguoc, go ma nhon, cao, mij nho
dai, mét chiéc 4o ba nit co cao, va du 6 ong cuoi nra miéng vé phia ong kinh, trong 6ng van c6
chiit dang so. Cai nay chup vao khoang nam 1962, bdn nam truoc khi toi ra dO’l vdy ong han la
trac tudi toi bay gio. T6i thich tam hinh nay, nhlrng toi van c6 cam giac lo lang la néu 6ng bo
mudi chin tudi cua téi gap thang con muwoi chin tudi cia 6ng trén cau tau Southend vao mét
t6i thir By nao ddy, d6 han 1a mot co hdi thuén tién dé 6ng cho to6i mot tran toi boi.

[2] Uypit (whippet): mét loai ché sdn Anh, minh nhé va gay.

Co tleng go ctra, va theo ban ndng toi glau keo Blue-Tack ra sau lung. Toi cho do la Josh
dén yéu cau toi lam dau sai cho ga hodc cai gl day tuwong tw, nhung thay vao d6 la mot co gai
téc hoe cao lén c6 mai téc kiéu Viking va ria mép mau vang hoe nhan nhat.

“Cau don d6 dac dén dau roi? On ch?” Josh néi trong bo d6 phu nit.
“Té6t, 6n ca.”
« & A 2 A . v A Y A’?n
Sao cai ném cua cau lai nam trén san thé?
“0, t& nghi la nén thi giwdrng kiéu futon mot thoi gian.”

“Giwong futon? That ha?” Josh noi, cai miéng thoa son ha hoc ra nhw thé do 1a diéu ky quai
nhat cau ta tirng nghe trong doi, tirc cwoi that, chuyén nay lai dén tir m6t ga con trai mac do
phu nit. “Marcus, dén day ma xem cai givong futon cua ]ackson nay!” va Marcus, trong bo téc
gid mau den udn quan, vay thé thao khiic con ciu va doi vé bi tudt chi, tho miii vao phong, khit
khit, r6i bi€n mat.

“Ma nay, gi¢ ching t& bién day - ciu c6 dén cung khéng?”



“Ht, dén...”

“Tiéc Gai lang choi va Cha xtt, trang vién Kenwood. Vui 1am.”
“Dworc roi, xem nao, c6 thé. Chi la t& nghi t& nén & nha ma doc...”
“0, dirng c6 iy mi nhw vay chtt...”

“Nhung t& khong cé gi d€ mac...”

“Cau c6 mot cai 4o so mi sdm mau phai khong?”

“A.. 0

“T6t, vay thi di théi. Dan mot mleng bia mau trang dudi cai co ao thé la xong. Gap cdu
trong nam phut nira nhe. Ama3, dirng quen 10 bang cho vu lam bia tw i ddy nhé? Nhan tién, yéu
nhitng gi cau da lam cho can phong ghe...”
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CAU HOLI: Nang luong twong tac cua hai hat proton lién quan dén viéc phan tach gitra
ching. Luc twong tac giita hai proton khi viéc phan tach giita chiing twong ttng la a) nhé va b)
trung binh 12 luc gi?

TRA LOT: Luc ddy va lwc hiit.

La mot nguo1i tinh té va tirng trai, toi biét gia tri cla viéc “16t da” trwdc khi di choi t6i, nén
toi da mua mot goi khoai tay chién va xuc xich kho cho bita t6i roi danh chén trén du'crng dén
bira tiéc. Mua bat dau ndng hat, nhung t6i da tranh thu an khoai tay hét m&c c6 thé truge khi
ching nguoi ngit va fu di. Marcus va Josh rao budc day tw tin vé phia tru¢c trén doi giay cao
got, ding dung trudc anh nhin ngan ngam cua nguoi qua dwong. Toi cho rang viéc nhirng dira
con-trai-banh-bao-mac-d6-phu-nit chac phai la mot trong nhing noi khén kho khi song o mot
thi tran dai hoc. Chang bao lau nira 1a téi tuan 1& clia nhirng dam diéu hanh, 14 cay sé chuyén
sang mau dong, chim én sé bay vé ' phuwong Nam, va cac trung tam mua sdm sé& chat nich nam
sinh trrdng Y an mac nhw nhirng c6 y ta néng bong

Trén duwong di, Josh hoi toi don dap.
“Cau dang hoc gi ha Brian?”
“Ngit Van.”

“Tho ha? Té hoc Chinh tri va Kinh té, Marcus hoc Luit. C6 choi mén thé thao ndo khéng,
Brian?”

“Chi c6 tro sap chir thoi,” téi néi mot cach di dom.
“Tro sap chir ddu phai mon thé thao,” Marcus khit mili.
“Chang qua cau chua thay cach té choi thoi!” toi néi, nhanh nhw chép.

Nhung cdu ta c6 vé khong thay chuyén nay hai hudc ti nao, vi cau ta chi cau may va noi,
“Cau choi nhur thé nao ciing vay ca thoi, né van khong phai Ia mén thé thao.”

“Khong, t& biét, t& chi...”

“Cau c6 choi bong d4, cricket hay bong bau duc khong?” Josh hoi.
“A, that ra khong c6 mén nao trong sé dé...”

“VAy ra khong phai dan thé thao a?”

“Khong hé.” Téi khong thé ngdn duoc cdi cam giac rang minh dang dwoc danh gia dé cho
gia nhap mot cau lac bo tw nhan giau tén, va da bi danh rat.

“Thé con bong quan thi sao? Té can nguwdi choi cap.”
“Khong biét bong quan. Thinh thodng choi béng ban thoi.”
“Bong ban la tro cta con gdi,” Marcus noéi, chinh lai soi day trén do6i giay cao got quai hau.

“Nghi mot nam a?” Josh haéi.



“Khong...”

“Pi dau dep dep vao mua he nay cht?”
“Khoéng...”

“B6 me ciu lam nghé gi?”

“A, me 1am thu ngan. o Woolworths Bo ban kinh hai 16p, nhung gio thi 6ng da qua doi roi.”
Josh siét chat canh tay tbi va néi, “Té rdt ti€c,” khéng ro cau ta d&m chi viéc bo téi qua doi hay
cong viéc cua me toi.

“Thé con cac ciu thi sao?”

“0, b6 té 1am Bb  Ngoai giao, me t& lam ¢ s¢ Giao théng.” Chua o1, cdu ta theo dang Bao
thu. Hay it nhat toi cling suy ra rang Josh ung hd dang Bao thu néu bé me ciu ta ung ho dang
Bao thu, diéu nay cé xu huong gia truyén. Con vé Marcus, toi ching ngac nhién khi phat hién
cau ta trong Poan Thanh nién Hitler.

Cubi cung ching t6i cling dén  trang vién Kenwood. T6i da tranh ¢ khu ky tic x4 theo loi
khuyén trong ngay hoi tu van tuyén sinh dai hoc rang chung chan ngat, quy cu va day nhing
nguoi Cong gido. Hién thuwc chinh 1a & dau dé gitra mot nha thuwong dién va mot truong cong
nho - nhiing hanh lang am vang keéo dai, san lat go, mui do 16t am wot dang hong trén mot cai lo
swdi Am am, va cai cdm giac rang @ mot noi nao do, diéu gi ddy khuing khiép dang xay ra trong
nha vé sinh.

Tiéng thinh thich ctia ban nhac Dexys Midnight Runners tir xa vong lai chao don ching toi
su6t doc hanh lang din d&n mot cin phong 16n, 6p go tdm, c6 ctra sO cao va ddm sinh vién tu
tap thua thort - khoang bay phan la Gai lang choi so véi ba phan 1a Cha xtt, con trong nhém Gai
lang choi thi ty 1€ nam n xap xi nam muoi-ndm muwoi. Canh twong chang dep dé cho lam.
Nhirng ga con trai to 16n va mot nhiim con gai, quan tat bi xé rdch mot cdch nghé thuat, vé thé
thao nhét day 4o nguc, dirng dua lung vao tuong hét nhu, sao nhi, Gai lang choi, trong khi cAc
vi hiéu trwong thudc dong doi quy toc dudi triéu Vua Edward sam soi nhin xuéng ttr nhitng
birc chan dung cta ho trong su that vong é ché.

“Nhan tién, Bri nay, t& khong chac liéu cidu ¢ mudi bang...” Josh néi, cau may lai “... cho cai
vu bia tw u hay khong?”

Di nhién t6i khong thé x0ay X0 mon tién d6 that, va day 1a mwoi bang me da nhét vao tay
toi, nhung trén tinh than két giao ban méi, toi bén dlra ra s6 tién do, thé la Josh va Marcus
chudn di hét nhw nhitng con ché trén bai b1en bo toi & lai tim kiém nhlrng moi quan hé ban be
sé theo t0i su6t doi. Noi chung, toi quyét dlnh vao lic trod con sém thi tot nhat 1a di kiém mot
cha xt thay vi mdt gai lang choi.

Trén duong di ra quay bar tw ché, mot cai ban c6 chan ké bay ban Red Stripe vo1 gia rat
httu nghi chi c6 50 xu mot lon, toi khoac bé mat lam-on-néi-chuyén-voi-toi, no nu cuoi toe
toét cua mot ke it ndi ngd nghéch cong thém cai gat dau ngap ngung va cai nhin day hy vong.
Ke dang ding doi duoc phuc vu la mot ga hippie gdy cao léu nghéu véi nu cuoi nhan nho kiéu
nha queé ra tinh na na toi, va dac b1et nwoc da cau ta tham chi con xau hon. Cau ta quet mat

AAAAAA

ay'"

“Dién that!” toi noi, roi ca hai dira tron xoe mat nhuw mudn bao “Chic, bon tré thoi nay
dingla!” Tén cautala Chrls va chang bao lau to6i biét ciu ta cliing hoc khoa Van; “Ping l1a dong
thanh tuong trng!” Chris thot 1én, va roi bat dau ké tdi nghe toan bo chuong trinh hoc A-level
cda ciu ta, dong thoi ké ti mi noi dung don xin nhdp hoc, lai con néi dung cua tung cudn sach
da doc trong doi, trude khi sa da vao viéc miéu ta ky nghi hé di du lich vong quanh An Pé,



trong doi thuc, to] dé thoi gian ldang 1é troi qua bang cach git dau, réi uong hét ba lon Red
Stripe, va dang thac mic khong biét da ciu ta c6 xau hon t6i that khong thi dot nhién tdi nhin
ra diéu ciu ta dang noi..

“..va cau biét gi khong? Dao gan day t& khong hé dung gidy vé sinh lan nao ca.”
“That a?”

“That diy. Ma t& cling khong nghi sé dung né nira. Cach nay sach hon nhiéu, lai con thin
thién v&i moi trwong hon.”

“Thé cau lam gi...?”

“0, Chl dung tay thoi, voi mot x6 nwdc nita. Tay nay nay!” va cau ta chia ban tay do ra duoi
miii toi. “Tin t& di, né vé sinh hon 6i lén.”

“Nhung t& twdng cau da ndi cu van bi kiét ly?”
“A, dting, nhung chuyén dé khac. Ai ma cha bi kiét Iy.”

T6i quyét dinh khong néi thém vé vin dé nhay nita, va thét 1én, * “Tuyét! A, caulam t&t 1dm...
roi toi lai bat dau nghe cau ta huyén thuyén, tir nhitng biang ghé go tron ctia chiéc xe buyt op ep
tir thanh phd Hyderabad dén thung liing Bangalore cho dén khi, & mot noi ndo dé trén doi
Erramala, Red Stripe phat huy tac dung Va toi vui swong nhan ra bung minh day nwoc va thé la
that tiéc nhlrng toi phai di vé sinh roi - “Dung di dau hét, t& sé quay lai ngay, ctr & nguyén cho
cau dirng nhé” - va khi t01 bo di cau ta nidm lay vai toi, gio ban tay trai lén trwdc mat toi va noi,
mot cach nhiét thanh, “A dimg quén ddy! Khong can gidy vé sinh!” Téi mim cuoi va thoin
thodt di vé phia truérc.

Khi quay lai, t6i nhe nhdm nhén ra cau ta dd di mat, thé la toi di va ngoi xuong go san khau
bang go, ké ben mot c6 gai co than hinh nhé nhén, gon gang, dn mdc khong giong gai lang choi
cling khong giong cha xr ma glong mot thanh vién cia KGB Youth’ L Wing hon - ao khoac den to
sy, quan tat den, so mi denim ngan tay, mil n01 den kleu Lién X0 cti, mai toc den bong dau chal
nguoc han ra sau. Toi n& nu cudi “minh- ng01 day-c6-phién-khong?” va cd nang no nu cuwoi

‘c6-ddy-cut-di” dap lai, co mdt cang ra mot chut, va thap thodng nhirng cai rang trang bong,
nho, déu nhw bap, 1ap 1oang sau mau son moi dd tham khong phu hop. Toi chi can bo di la xong
chuyen tat nhién, nhung bia da khién to6i khong biét s¢’ la gi va than thién thai qua, vi Vay nén
bat chap tat ca toi ngoi xudng canh co. Ngay ca trong tiéng ghi ta bass bum bup ctia ban “Two
tribes”, ban van c6 thé nghe thay tiéng co mét c6 dang bi kéo cing ra.

Sau mot hoi, téi quay qua va li€c nhin c6 ay Co6 dang hut thudc 14 tw cudn, rit tirng hoi
ngan bon chdon, mat dan chat vao san nhay. T6i co hai lya chon, n6i chuyén hoic bo di. C6 18 toi
nén thir néi chuyen ‘C6 mdt dieu mia mai: té thuc sw lad mot cha xt day!”

Khong c6 cau tra 1oi.
“T¢ chwa tirng thiy nhiéu gai lang choi thé nay tir hoi sinh nhit lan thr mwoi sau!”

Khéng c6 ciu tra loi. C6 1& c6 khong nghe thiy tbi néi. Toéi moi c6 udng mdt ngum tir lon
bia Red Stripe cua toi.

“Ciu ti té that. Td sé uong, cdm on nhiéu nhé,” va c6 cam lon bia bén canh Ién, quo qua
quo lai truéc mat toi. Giong cO chinh xac hop véi khuén mit, nghe khé chiu va chéi tai; tho
ngit Glasgow ctia Scotland, tdi nghi vay.

“Coi nao! Cau hoa trang thanh ai dé€ téi day vay?” toi vui vé hoi, hit cam vao bd quin 4o
cua co.



“T¢ dén nhw mot ngwdi binh thwong,” ¢6 dap, khdng cé vé dinh cuoi.

“It ra ciu cling nén c6 gang ch&! Chi cAn gdn mot cai cd ding hodc thir gl twong tw vao diy
thoil”

“Ciing co thé. Trir viéc t& la ngudi Do Thai.” C6 udéng mot hép bia trong lon cua minh.
“Budn cwoi that, d3 nam trong Cong dong Nguoi Do Thai thi ching bao gio thue sw dwoc céi
nhirng b6 do héa trang ra ca.”

“Té biét, thinh thoang t& wéc minh 1a ngudi Do Thai,” toi noi. Toi thiy r6 1a cau nay kha
lidu linh so v&i mét meo bat chuyén, va toéi khong that chac tai sao minh lai ndi ra. Co 1é mot
phan vi toi nght quan trong 1a phai trung thue, trong cac van dé ching tdc, giéi tinh va ban sic,
phan vi & doan nay thi toi da kha say.

C6 nheo mat, roi nhin tdi mot hoi, hét nhuw trong mot b phim cao boi Vién Tay, ngam diéu
thudc, dang quyét dinh xem c6 nén lam méch 1ong tbi hay khong, roi ling 1& hoi: “Ding nhu vay
khong""

“Té xin 101, t& khong phai 1a ngudi phan biét chung tdc, t& chi mudn ndi rang nhiéu nguoi
t¢ coila anh hung déu la ngwdoi Do Thai, thé nén...

“Vay a, that mirng la dan toc té c6 dwoc sy tan thanh cia cau. A ma3, nhitng anh hiing day Ia
ai thé?”

“A, cau biét diy, Einstein nay, Freud nay, Marx nay...”

“Karl hay Groucho?”

“Ca hai. Arthur Miller, Lenny Bruce, Woody Allen, Dustin Hoffman, Philip Roth...”
“Chda Gié-su, chac chan roi...”

“... Stanley Kubrick, Freud, J.D. Salinger...”

“Tat nhién, ding ra ma nai thi Salinger khong phai la ngwdi Do Thai.”
“0, phai ma.”

“Tin t& di, 6ng 4y khéng phai dau.”

“Cau c6 chac khong?”

“Chung t& déu biét - ching t& c6 truc giac dac biét.”

“Nhung do6 la mot cai tén Do Thai.”

“B6 O6ng ay la nguoi Do Thai, me 1a nguoi Cong gido, vi vay chinh xdc ma néi thi 6ng ay
khong phai. Tinh Do Thai truyén tir me sang con.

“Té khong biét diéu do.”

“Thé thi bay gio cau blet r01 day, chuong dau cho nén gido duc dai hoc cua cau,” va co
quay lai nhin tring trirng vao san nhay bay gio da chat nich Gai lang choi dang lic lu theo diéu
nhac. P6 1a mét canh twong kha ac nghiét, giong nhut mot vong tron dia nguc méi duoc kham
pha va c0 gai quan sat voi sy suy tinh 10 15, nhw thé dang doi qua bom chinh minh gai né tung.

“Chda oi, Ngwoi sé nhin thidy bon nguoi nay chi,” co le nhé mét méi khi ban “Two tribes”
chuyen sang ban “Relax”. “Frankie ndi rang ‘Ab-so-lute-ly noooo fucking idea...” Quyét dinh
rang thai do mia mai chdn doi nhat dinh phat huy hiéu qua & day, t6i chac 1a minh di cuoi



thanh tleng khi do, va c6 quay qua toi, cu0i nira miéng. “Cau biét thanh tich vi dai nhat cia
trwong noi tru Anh 13 gi khong? Nhu'ng thé& hé con trai c6 mai téc mém muot biét chinh dai
méc bit tat dung cach. That thuvila cé khong biét bao nhiéu ngwoi trong i cac cau dén trudng
dai hoc géi ghém theo quan 4o phu nit nita.

Lii cdc cdu?
“That ra t& hoc & trwdmg phd thong hon hop,” toi noi.

“O, hoan hé cau. Cau blet khong, cau la nguoi thir sau noi diéu dé voito toi nay roi diy. T¢
tw hoi dé cé phai 1a mot cau thoai tan gau kho hiéu cua nhirng nguoi canh ta khong nhi? Té
phai 14y 1am an twong hon nita véi cai gl chu? Hé thong treong hoc ctia bang ching ta w? Hay
thanh tich hoc tap anh huing rat ly thuyét suéng cua cac cau?”

Néu toi nhay bén doi véi céi gi d6, chinh la toi biét khi nao minh sap bi danh, thé 1a téi cam
lon bia con day ba phan tw cia minh ma vung vay 1én 1am nhw né réng; “Té¢ dlnh t&i quiy bar,
té 14y cai gi d6 cho cau dwoc khong, ho...?”

“Rebecca.”

“...Rebecca?”

“Té khong can gi dau.”

“Puoc théi. 0. Gdp lai cau sau nhé. Nhan tién, t& 13 Brian.”
“Tam biét, Brian.”

“Tam biét, Rebecca.”

Toi dinh di toi quay bar, nhung chot trong thay ga hippie Chris dang ding xep hang, nach
kep mot tai khoai tay chién to twdng, vy nén t6i bén tién ra khoi dai sanh va quyét dinh di
dao.

T6i di lang thang Xuong cau thang 16t van gb, noi nhom tan sinh vién cudi dang noi loi tam
biét véi b6 me trén nén ban nhac “Legend” (Huyén thoai) cua Bob Marley. Mot co gai nirc n&
trong canh tay cua ba me ciing dang thon thic trong khi ong b6 mat kién nhan dwng thir nguoi
ra, ban tay nam chdt mot cudén tién nho. Mot ga gay va cao 1éu nghéu, mac toan do6 den Gothic
deo n1eng rang dang ling tung dung hét strc binh sinh day b6 me ra khoi phong, dé ga co thé
tlep tuc cong viéc nghiém tic la lam moi nguoi biét dén cai sinh vat t6i tam va phirc tap dn sau
tat ca nhirng mleng kim loai va nhua do. Nhirng sinh vién moi dén khac dang chao hoi hang
xOm phong bén, gidi thiéu 1y lich gian luvgc: mon hoc, noi sinh, di€m thi, ban nhac yéu thich,
trai nghiém 3 du tho dau budn nhat. Cai canh dé glong kigu tang 16p trung hru lich thiép thuong
thay o nhitng b phim chién tranh, trong do6 co nhitng tan binh tre tuSi dén doanh trai roi cho
ngudi khac xem tdm anh c6 ban gai noi qué nha.

T6i dung chan trudc bang thong bao cua Hoi Sinh vién, uong moOt ngum bia va nhin vu vo
qua nhitng to ap phich - mot bo trong duoc rao ban, kéu goi tay chay Barclays, mot cudc ho
dd qua han cua dang Cong san Cach mang dé ting ho tho' dao mo, budi thir vai cho v& Cuop bzen
Penzance - toi dé y thdy ban nhac Self-Inflicted va Meet Your Feet sap cong dién tai Frog va
Frigate thi Ba tuan sau.

Va dé 1a luc tbi nhin thay no.
Trén bang thong bao, mot ban photo tdm ap phich khé A4 mau dé nhat c6 dong chi:
PHAN THI THACH THU'C PAI HOC



DANH CHO BAN!

Phan biét dwoc kich gia Sophocles véi triét gia Socrates?
Phan biét dwoc ban
Ursa Minor véi dién vién Lee Majors?
Phan biét carpe drim v&i Iénh habeas [3] corpus
Ban nghi la ban c6 du nang luc dé thach thirc
nhitng thanh nién c6 thuc luc?
Sao ban khong tham gia bu6i thi tuyén Thdch thirc Pai hoc?
Xét tuyén qua bai thi viét ngan (va vui!).
Gior an truwa thir Sau, 1 gior dung,
Hoi Sinh vién, phong hop s6 6.
Yéu cau cam két. Khong chip nhin nhitng ké lwoi biéng
hay co hoi.
Chi danh cho nhitng tri tué khén ngoan nhdt.
[3] Tiéng Latin, khodnh khdc (carpe diem) va lénh dinh quyén giam gii¥ (habeas corpus).
N6 day roi. Chinh la nd. Thach thirc.
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CAU HOI Nghe sT My da mau nao tw goi minh la “ngudi cham chi nhat trong gi6i kinh
doanh gidi tri” va la nguoi tién phong ctia dong nhac funk, noi tiéng véi danh hiéu “Bo gia nhac
soul”?

TRA LOT: James Brown.

Diéu khién toi dn twong manh nhdt la mdi téc cua ho; nhiing lon toc lon, day, kho ché hét
nhw cdy ltia mi bi chét chay; phdn téc cdt ngang tran mém ru xubng giong tdm man; téc mai kiéu
swon cilru giong trong v¢ kich hoa trang vao gic uong tra ngay Chu nhdt. B6 sé gidn tdi mdt
trwdc bdt ky kiéu téc nao khong phdi kiéu ngan-sau-va-hai-bén trong chwong trinh Top of the
pops nhung néu ban xudt hién trong chuong trinh Thach thirc bai hoc thi ban co quyén dé bdt
ky kiéu téc qudi ddn ndo ma ban muén. Ctt nhw ho khéng lam sao cwéng lai dwoc, nhw thé kiéu
ddu dién khting doé chi la sw phat tiét thir ndang liong tinh than dw thira khéng thé kiém sodt,
khac thuong kia ra bén ngoat. Glong nhw mgt nha khoa hoc mdt tri, ban khéng thé tré nén man
tiép ma van con mong co dwgc mdi toc gon gang, hodc thi lirc kha khd, hay khd ndng tw tdm gidt
va dn mdc.

Con ve qudn do; nhiing chiéc do dai mau dé kiéu truyen théng Anh quéc cd xwa, bi dn, ket
hop véi ca vat hoa tiét ban phim dwong cam ldp di, nhiing cdi khan quang tw dan dai vo tdn, do
khodc kiéu nguoi Afghanistan. DT nhién, khi ban Id mot dira tre dang xem ti vi, moi nguoi trong
déu sé c6 vé lom tudi va khi hoi tudng Ia1 thi toi cho la ho treé, vé mdt ly thuyet tznh bdng ndm trdi
ddt, nhung néu ho thdt sw hai mwot tuéi thi do ciing la cdi kiéu hai mwoi tuéi ma nhw sdu muoi
hai. Chdc chdn khong co nét gi trén nhitng gwong mdt do cho thay tudi tré, hodc nhwa song hay
strc khde tét. Thay vao do ho trong mét moi, xanh xao, tiéu tuy vi lo lang, nhw thé dang ddu tranh
VO stkc nang cua tat cd cdc thong tin do - chu ky nita phdn rd ctia chdt Tritium, nguon goc cla
thudt ng “quan su”, hai muoi sO nguyén to dau tién, khubn van ctia bai tho xoné theo kiéu nha
tho'Y Petrarch - dd Iay di mét phan Ién stk lye ctia ho.

D1 nhién, hai b6 con téi it khi trd 1o dung, nhung diéu do khéng thuc sw quan trong. Ddy
khéng phdi & chuyén vo van khéng phdi viéc cam thay tw mdn va théa mdn véi tdt cd nhiing
diéu ban da biét, day la cdm gidc thay minh hodn toan nhé bé trong vii try ménh méng day ray
nhu'ng diéu ma ban hoan toan mu tit; diém cét 16i la theo doi trong niém kinh so, b&i vi né khién
b6 va toi cho rang nhitng sinh vat ky la nay dwong nhuw biét tuét. Hdy hdi bdt ky cdu nao: kh01
lwong ctia Mdt Trod la bao nhiéu? Tai sao chung ta lgi ¢ ddy? Vi tru co phai la v6 tan? Bi mat cua
hanh phiic dich thuwc la gi? va thdm chi néu ho khoéng biét cdu trd loi ngay tirc thi, ho ciing co thé
ban bac, thi thdm voi nhau, noi khé, ri ram, va nghi ra mét cdi gi ddy néu khéng hoan toan chinh
xdc thi nghe van cé vé gan dung

Va ciing chang sao khi cé nhiing thi sinh ré rang la khéng hoa nhap dwoc voi xd hoi, hoi loi
thoéi léch théch hay mdt ddy tan nhang, hay la nhitng trinh ni¥ gia truéc tudi, hodc trong vai
truong hop trong that su lap dj, thivdn dé la ddu doé c6 mot noi ma nguoi ta that sw biét tdt cd
nhitng diéu ay, thich thu nam bét va say mé nong nhiét véi mé tri thirc dy, nghi rdng né thdt
quan trong va dang gid, thé réi mot ngay, bé bdo, néu tdi hoc hanh thwc sw, thwc sw cham chi, toi
Co I€ ciing dén dworc do...

“Muon tham gia ha?” c6 gai hoi.
Toi quay nguoi lai va thé c6 Chua, nang xinh dep dén ndi tdi suyt niva danh roi ca lon bia.

“Mudn tham gia ha?”



T6i khong nghi minh ting ding qua gan mot vé dep nhw the bay di nhién la vé dep trong
sach vé, hodc cé lé trong mot birc tranh, hoac mot canh tri, giong nhw trong chuyen da ngoai
dia ly den dao Purbeck, nhuwng cho dén bay gi¢ toi van khong nght 1a minh ting dugec trai
nghiém vé dep chdn chinh, khong phal trong doi thwe, mot ngwoi am ap, diu dang, mot dieu gi
do ban co6 thé cham vao, du chi I3 trén ly thuyet Nang qué hoan hao dén ndi toi thuc sw chun
buéc khi gip nang. Co nguc t6i cang hét muc va toi phai nhac minh tho ra. T6i noi nghe co ve
phéng dai thai qua, téi biét, nhung nang qua that trong giong hét Kate Bush toc vang, tré trung.

“Mudn tham gia ha?” nang hoi.

“Hr?” t6i dap lai, nhanh nhw cat.

“Nghi ciu du gidi khong?” nang ndi, hat cam vao tdm ap phich.
Nhanh nao, néi cai gi hdm hinh di.

“Aa” t6i n6i mot cach df dom, va nang mim cwdi nhin t6i thong cam, hét mot c6 y ta tre
tot bung mim cwoi véi Cau bé Voi.

“Vay gdp cau ngay mai nhé?” nang noi, roi bo di. Nang mac d6 hda trang, nhung rat khon
khéo, véi su di dém tuyét voi, tw tin va tinh té, nang ddc bigt thich bo canh Gai lang choi Phap
hang sang - chiéc 4o soc den trang b6 sat, dai lung co din ctia vil cong ba 1é, mau den, rong, vay
mau chi den, quan tat Om sat. Hay d6 la tat dai nhi? Tat dai hay quan tat, tit dai hay quan tit,
tat dai hay quan tit...

T6i 160 déo theo nang suét doc hanh lang, gitt mot khoang cach an toan, dirng dan & dang
sau, va quan sat nang buwdc nhitng buwdc uyén chuyen giong nhw Monroe budc ra tr dam hoi
nwoc trong phim Some Like It Hot, tat dai hay quan tat, tat dai hay quan tat, r01 moi khi nang
budc qua mot canh ctra phong ngu thi lai c6 ai day tho dau ra va noi xin chao, roi chao ban, roi
ban c6 khée khong va ban nhin that tuyét; nhung nang chi méi & day tam tiéng dong hd, mot
ngay la ti da, thé thi lam sao nang cé vé nhw biét hét moi ngwoi vay nhi?

Sau d6 nang vao bia tiéc, di bang qua dam dong cha xir dang ha hoc miéngva tlen toi ddam
con gai dang ding cho ria san nhay, ki€u con gai thich chay theo maét, xinh xéo, khé chiu
thwong danh hoi thdy nhau va dan dim véi nhau. D] dang choi ban “Tinh yéu hw hong khong
khi trong phong duong nhu tré nén toi tam hon, suy doi hon va san dudi tinh duc hon, va néu
noé khong giong hét duoc voi Berlin thoi Cong hoa Weimar thi it nhat cling giong nhuw Vo
Cabaret [1] do ddm sinh vién du bi dai hoc ¢ East Sussex dung lai. T6i ding trong bong toi va
quan sat. T6i phai suy nghi rd rang néu mudn lam viéc nady mot cach ding dan, va toi cling can
nhiéu bia hon. T6i di mua lon thit su. Hay thtt bay nhi? Khong chic nita. Cling cha sao.

[1] V& nhac kich lam ndm 1966 ctia sdn khdu Broadway, Idy bdi cdnh nwdc Dirc thoi Cong
hoa Weimar.

T6i voi va quay lai, phong truong hop nang di mat, nhung nang van dirng do, bén ria san
nhay voi bo tlr cua m1nh cuwoi dua nhw thé nang da biét ho ca doi thay vi méi chi mot bubi
trua. Toi co tao ra mot vé mat nhan nhé, chan nan buén cwdi va hai lan dot pha vong vay, di
dén gan nang véi ve tho o, hy vong nang sé trong thay toi, chop lay khuyu tay t6i ma noi, “Ke
em nghe moi diéu vé anh di, chang trai quyén rd. "Nang chang lam vay, nén toi quyet dinh di vé
huwong nang mot [4n nira. Toi 1ap lai chuyén nay c6 1€ muwoi bon hay mwoi lam lan, nhlrng nang
chang may may chuy gi dén tbi, nén toi quyét dinh ti€p cin truc dién hon. To6i di téi dirng sau
lwng nang.

T6i dirng sau nang trong su6t ban nhac “Blue Monday” (Tht Hai buon) cia New Order
duorc ghi trén loai dia 30 xang ti mét. Cudi cung, mot trong cac co6 ban moi cua nang, cd gai moi
moéng, mat tam gidc véi déi mat méo va mai téc cit ngan nhudém vang ong trong thiy toi va



theo ban nang lién dat tay 1én tui xach, chac cd ta nghi to6i ding do6 voi y dinh chém bop cia ai

day Vi thé t61 bén toét ‘miéng cuoi dé trdn an, va mat c6 ta bat dau nhay lia lia voica nhom, va

c6 1€ c6 ta da phat ra tin hiéu canh bao tan so cao hay dai loai nhu vay, vi cudi cung ca nhém

quay lai nhin t6i, va bat thinh linh nang Kate Bush téc vang du'ng ngay do, khudn mat xinh dep

Chl cach mat tdi cé hai phin rudi. Lic nay tdi van con sang suot nén lay hét sitc binh sinh, toi
: “Xin chao!”

biéu nay ching lam nang thich thd nhw tdi da hy vong, vi nang chi néi “Chao” va sap stra
quay lung lai véi toi.

“Chiing ta da gip roi sao 4y nhi? Vira mé&i nay? O’ hanh lang?” tbi 13p bép.

Khu6én mat nang ngay ra. Du vira uong nhiéu bia, nhung mleng t01 khé va dinh lai, nhw thé
nuwoc mleng da bi 1am déc lai bang bot ngd, nén toi liém moi va néi, “Cau da hoi té 1a c6 mudn
tham gia khong? Thdch thitc Pai hoc 3y?”

“A, dting roi,’ ' nang tra 1o, va 1 quay lai, nhung may dira ban ctua nang da tanra, chic ho cdm
thay c6 chuyén gitta ching toi, va cudi cung chi con tro troi lai ching toi, nhw dinh ménh da an
bai.

“Diéu mia mai la t& thwe sw la mot cha xr day!” toi noi.

“Ha?” Nang ghé lai gan hon, va toi chdp 1ay co hoi dat ban tay 1én tai nang, roi dé né lwét
nhe 1én cdi ddu dang yéu cia nang.

“Té that sw la mot cha xi& day!” toi hét 1én.
“That khong?”

“Gi co?”

“Mot cha xr?”

“Khong, t& khong phai la cha x&.”

“Té nghi cau da noi cau la cha xir ma?”
“Khong, t& khong phai...”

“Thé thi cau da noi gi ha?”

“A, ding roi, y t& 13, t& da, dung roéi, da nodi, t& la moét cha x&, ding vay, nhung t&, ndi dua
th6i ma!”

“0. Xin 16i, t& khong hié...”

“Nhan tién, t& la Brian!” Pirng hodng chi...

“Chao Brian...” va nang bat ddu nhin quanh tim cac cé ban. Ci¢ tiép tuc di, tiép tuc di ndo...
“Tai sao? Trong t& giong mot cha x& lam ha?!” toi hoi.

“Té khong biét. Mot chut xiu, chic vay...”

“O! Thé a! Thé thi cdm on nhé! CAm on nhiéu.” Lic - nay toi dang vo lam ra ve gian di, hai
tay khoanh cao trudc nguec, co gang lam nang cwoi, c6 gang tao ra mot loi noi dua di dom va vo

“Mot cha xtr hé! Thé thi cAm on cau nhiéu Idm! Trong trwong hop do, ciu tréong gidng mot...
glong mot gdi lang choi dich... dich thuc!”



“Gico?
Nang chac khéng nghe thiy tdi noi roi, vi nang khéng cwdi, nén toi bén cao giong.

“Mot GAI LANG CHOT! Cau tréng giong hét gai diém! Mot gai diém hang sang, ciu nghe
chuwa..”

Nang mim cudi véi toi, mot nu cudi rat nhe, phang phat sy khinh bi, va néi, “Cau khong
phién chtt, Gary, t& mudn di.... kinh khiing.”

“Dugc roi! Gdp lai cau sau!” nhung nang da di mat, dé toi & lai véi cai cam giac mo mo ho
ho rang moi viéc 1é ra da c6 thé tot hon. L& nao nang cam thay bi xiic pham, 15 rang toi da noi
vo1i giong bong ‘dlia co ma nhi? Nhung lam sao nang biét dé la giong bong dua, néu nang khong
quen v6i giong noi binh thwong cia t6i? Cling c6 thé bay gio nang chi nghi la toi co giong noi
budn cwei théi? Con Gary la tén quai nao? T6i dirng nhin nang di vé hwong nha vé sinh, co diéu
nang chi di xa nhat la t&i san nhay, nang dung lai do, thi tham vao tai mot co gai khac roi ho
déu pha 1én cuoi. Vay ra nang khong can di nha vé sinh gl cd. Nha vé sinh chi 1a mot tro bip
bom.

ROi nang bat dau nhay. Ho dang choi bai “Love Cat” (Meéo tinh yéu) cua nhom The Cure, va
dée the hién 1oi bai hat mot cach di dom va siu sac, nang dang nhay hoi giong mot con meéo, tao
ra vé chan chuwong va xa cach va mém déo, mot canh tay thinh thoang dwa Ién trén dau giong
nhu, rm, nhuw mot doi tai meo! Nang la vi cong tha vi nhat trén thé gidi! Bay gio nang dé tay
dwdi cam glong nhu hai méng vudt nho, “Love Cat” dich thi 1a bai hat dwoc danh rieng cho
nang, va nang that sy xinh dep mot cach tuyét voi, tuyét voi, cuc tuyét voi, va toi chot nayra
mot y tuwdng, mot ké hoach tuyét voi béi sw don gian va'tai tlnh khong thé that bai, va t6i ngac
nhién sao minh lai khong nghi ra sém hon.

Khiéu vii! Toi sé tan tinh nang bang khiéu v hién dai.

bia nhac ddi bai, d6 1a ban “Sex Machine” (CO may sex) cla James Brown, v&1i toi thi cling
tot thoi, vi gio day toi dang thuc sy cam thay hao htrng nhu mot co may sex, roi ban sé thay
T6i cin than dat lon Red Trlpe xuong san, thé nay no sé bi da vang ngay lap tirc, nhung to6i
chang mang, va chuyén do cing cha sao. O noi sap dén, toi sé khong can lon bia. Toi bat dau
thuc hién mot s6 dong tac khoi dong o ria san nhay, trudc tién phai cin than, nhung to6i mung
vida mang dm giay bang da khong thudc nay thay cho d6i Green Flash, vi dé giay bang gitp toi
trwot thoai mai trén san lat go, cam thay tay chan nhe nhang va linh hoat. R6i thi than trong,
giong nhw ldc quay lai san truot bing, téi bAm chit vao tuong, can than tim dudng 1én san
nhay, lwon 1o xung quanh nang.

Nang dang nhay trong nhom nho nam nguoi ctua nang, ding kin nhu bung, nhw mot doi
hinh phong thu vitng vang ma b6 binh La Ma st dung de day lai nhitng ké thu man rg. Co gai
mat meéo thady tdi trudc, cd ta phat tin hiéu canh bao tan s6 cao, thé 1a nang Kate Bush Té6c
Vang lién pha v& doi hlnh quay nguoi, trong thay t5i thi lién nhin thang vao mat toi, toi lién
chop ngay ldy tin hidu dé, d& am nhac dan dat, roi nhdy nhw trwdc gior chwa bao gidr dwcrc nhay.

T6i nhay nhuw thé cudc doi minh phu thudc vao diéu nhay do, can moi dwdi mét cach
quyen ri, day vua la tin hiéu goi tinh vira dé thu hut sw chd ¥, roi nhin thang vao mat nang, tao
bao, vira da édo bao dé nang chot da quay di. Ma nang quay di that. Thé nén t6i lwdt nhe sat bén
nang, thu hut lai anh nhin ctia nang, va nhay hét sirc luc. Toi nhay nhuw thé dang mang Glay bo,
ma sau do toi nghl cO 1€ minh dung, cé lé do 1a vi nhumg cai quan iy, nhiing cai quan ma me da
dwa toi, nhiing cai Quan bo, nhung du la gi di nira, té1 dang nhay giong James Brown, t6i co
nhac funk va soul va mot chiéc tui ma&i, toi 1a ngwoi cham chi nhat trong gidi kinh doanh giai
tri, t6i 1a mot c6 may duoc tao riéng cho muc dich sex, truot va xoay 360 do, 720 do va dén gior
c6 motlan Ia 810 do cli xoay lam mdt toi quay ra hu'o'ng khac, va toi loang choang mat phuong
huwéng, nhung cling chang hé gi vi James Brown dang hat “dem né dén cai cau [2]” nén t6i cling



vay, toi dem no dén cai cau, bat ké do la noi nao di nita, va trén duong dén cai Cau tay toi lan
1én c6 va béc toac mleng bia ctrng mau trang voi diéu bo xuc pham ton giao co to chirc mot
cach trang tron, réi ném manh Xuong san, vao gilra mot nhém nguoi gio da dirng thanh mot
vong tron bao quanh toi, dang VO tay va cuoi dua va chi tré vao toi véi sw kinh ngac ciing than
phuc, khi toi xoay tron cui nguoi cham xuong san, chiéc 4o khodc moéng bay tw do sau lung.
Cip kinh cda t6i bi hoi nwéc lam cho hoi mo, nén toi khong nhin thay khudn mat cua Kate
Bush trong ddm dong chi thoang thdy mot c6 gai Do Thai téc den, hay cau git, tén Rebecca thi
phai, nhung gio muon nging nhay thi cling dd mudn, vi James Brown dang bao toi lac thi¢ hai
ra tién [3], [ac thir haira t1en cua toi, va toi phai mat mot phut suy nghi vi t6i cling khong chac
thir hai ra tién ctia minh la cai gl. bau toi chang? Khéng, mong t6i, chac roi, thé 1a toi lac Iy lac
dé theo kiéu hay nhat c¢ thé, vay mo hoi vao dam dong vay quanh hét nhuw mot con cho wdt
sting, va roi bat thinh linh mot tiéng kén cor vang 1én va bai hat két thuc va toi.

[2] Take it to the bridge! - loi bai hdt.

[3] Shake your money maker - loi bai hdt “Sex Machine”.
Thi.

Kiét strc.

T61 tim khu6én mat nang trong dam dong dang hoan ho, nhung nang chiac han da di roi.
Khoéng viéc gi phai lo lang biéu quan trong la da tao duoc an tuwong. Ching toi sé lai cham mat
nhau, ngay mai, lic mot gid truwa, tai budi so tuyén Thach thitc.

Gio thi diéu slow mia mai, chdm choc dang bat dau troi 1én, bai “Care less Whisper” (Loi
thi tham bat can) nhung moi nguwoi néu khong tho o thi cling da qua say nén khong ra nhay
nira, vay nén toi quyet dinh vé di ngd. Trén 16i ra doc theo hanh lang, toi vao nha vé sinh va 13y
vat 4o lau sach mo héi dic quanh trén cap kinh dé nhin khudn mat minh phan chiéu ré hon
trong chiéc gwong phia trén bon tiéu. Chiéc 4o so mi cda tdi wét mo hoi dinh chat vao da va
nut do bi but tung dén tan ron, con téc toi bét dinh vao tran, va mau thi don ca 1én dau, cu thé
la 1én may cai mun tring ca, nhwng toi van nghi minh tréng kha 6n néu nhin tong thé. Bay gior
can phong ctr xoay mong mong, nén toi ap tran 1én cai gwong & trwdrc mat dé co dinh dau khi di
tiéu, va tr mot ‘budng vé sinh toa ra mui khéi can sa va phat ra hai giong cuoi ruc rich nho nhé.
ROi c6 tleng xa bon cau, va hai c6 gai lang choi buwdc ra, mot c6 mat wot nhep, dang kéo lai
chiéc vay thé thao khic c6n cau, con kia 1a mot anh chang choi béng bau duc vai rong mic bd
do gia gai lang choi. Ca hai déu b1 son mdi lem nhem khap mat. Ho nhin t6i thach thic, thach
toi dam mo& miéng ché bai, nhu'ng 10ng t6i git ddy ngdp tran cam giac han hoan, dam me va
tinh yéu cua tudi tré néng ndi, vui swong, thang hoa, nén toi cuoi voi ho mot cach my mi. “Diéu
mia mai la t& thuc swla mot cha xtr day!” toi noi.

“0, vay thi xéo di,” anh chang quat.
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CAU HOI Tap tho s6 chin thudc Khuc dao ddu cia Wordsworth ¢6 mot loi co vi: “Binh
minh dén ma con séng la hanh phic tot ciing...”?

TRA LOT: Nhung twoi tré méi that 1a thién dwong.

Khi binh minh ctia mgt ngay méi dén, that dang buon khi né ciling giong binh minh cta
ngay ci.

Tham chi con khong phai 1a binh minh, bay gi¢ da 10 gio 26 phut sang. T6i nghi hom dau
tién m1nh s€ thirc day tran tré sinh luec, khon ngoan va hang hai hoc tdp, nhung thay vao doé toi
van giong thuong 1€; xau ho, tw cam ghet minh, budn nén, va mo hé cam thay la lic thic day
thuong khong nén trong tinh trang thé nay.

T6i cling hoi buc vi rd rang ai d6 dd vao phong khi téi dang ngu, nhét ni vao miéng toi va
sau d6 dong dau l1én dau toi. Toi dau nhirc khi cr dong, nén danh nam ngh1 mot lat va dém xem
da bao nhiéu dém lién tlep minh di ngu trong con say, va tinh ra con s6 ang chwng khoang 103.
Va con sd nay dang 1€ con 16n hon néu nhw khong phai trudc day co lan toi bi viém amidan. T6i
tinh dén kha nang co 1€ minh mac ching nghién rwou. Thinh thoang t6i c6 nhu cau xac dinh
ban than la nguoi nay hay nguoi khac, va nhiéu lan trong doi tw hoi minh c6 phai la nguoi
Goth, ngwoi dong tinh luyen ai, nguoi Do Thai, nguoi Cong giao hay mot ngwoi bi réi loan than
kinh, hodc gia toi 1a con nudi, tim c6 mot 16 hong, hay c6 kha nang dich chuyen do vat bang strc
manh y. chi khong, va that budn lam sao, toi thwong xuyén rut ra két luan rang toi chdng 13 ai
trong so do ca. ThU’C té& thi t6i hoan toan khong phai bat cu thir gi. Toi tham chi con khong phai
lamot” ‘tré mo coi” , khong phai theo ding nghia den cta nJ, nhung’ ‘ké nghién rwou” nghe van
co vé hop nhat Con tir nao khac dé chi mot dém nao cling di ngu khi dang say xin? Mdc du vay,
nghién ruwou c6 I€ cling khong phai la diéu xau xa nhat trén doi nay; it nhat mot nira s6 nguoi
trong dong buu thiép dan trén bitc tuwong dau givdong toi déu la sau rwou nhung khong duoc dé
rwou anh hwdng dén hanh vi hay sw nghiép hoc hanh ctia minh.

Hodc cling c6 thé 1a téi da doc qua nhiéu tiéu thuyet ching. Trong ti€éu thuyét, nhirng ké
nghién rwou luén hip dan va hai eroc va duyén dang va phirc tap, nhuw la Sebastian Flyte hay
Abe North trong Cuoc tinh bo di [1], va ho udng ruou ch1 vi ndi tam chim dam trong noi budn
sau tham, khong thé nguoi ngoai, hoac do di cerng cua Chién tranh Thé 8o thir Nhat, trong
khi toi udng rwou chi vi toi khat, va vi toi qua ngu ngdc khong b1et khi nao nén ngirng la1 Xét
cho cting, kha nang 1a t6i khong thé d6 16i viéc nghién ruou cho cudc chién Falklands [2] dworc.

[1] Tender Is the night, tiéu thuyét ctua Scot Fitzgerald. Mt s6 ngudn khdc dich la Dém diu
dang hodc Diu dang la dém.

[2] Cuéc chién tranh kéo dai hai thang ma khong co tuyén chién gitta Argentina va Vuong
quéc Anh vao ndm 1982, két qud la lwc lwong Argentina thdt bai va phdi rit quadn.

Va chac chan toi boc mui ké nghién ruou. Chi chua day hai muoi bon tleng dong ho, can
phong ma&i bat dau c6 mui. DS 13 cdi mui “con trai” ma me da ndi - Am 4m va chua, glong nhuw
mui cia mat sau cai dong ho deo tay. Mui do bdc ra tir dau Jhi? C6 dang 1a béc ra tir minh
khong7 Ng01 trén glwong, toi thay cai 40 so mi mac toi qua nam trén san nha gan dé, van con
wot nhep mo hoi. Ngay ca cai ao len cliing am am. Mot ky trc bi che 1ap bat chot l6e lén trong
dAu toi... mot diéu g1 d6 vé... khiéu vii? To6i lai ndm xudng kéo cai chan 16ng vit trum 1én dau.

Cubi cung, chinh cai giwdng futon di 16i téi diy. Toi qua né dwdong nhw da co lai, va téi ¢



thé cam thay cai san nha cung, lanh 1€o doc theo xwong song, dén noi bay gio toi glong nhu
dang nam trén mot cai khan tam 16n 4m w6t bi dé  trong tui nhua su6t mot tuan 18 vay. T6i ngoi
trén ria ném, chong cam lén g6i, luc khap tui quan tim vi. N6 day roi, nhung that dang lo khi
trong do chi con mot to 5 bang va 18 xu 1. S6 tién nay sé gitp toi cam cu trong ba ngay, cho
dén thir Hai tuin sau. Té6i qua thyc ra minh da uong bao nhieéu nhi? Réi, lay Chua, no lai 16e 1én,
nhitng ky trc bi che 14p, noi bong boéng 1én mat nudc giong nhw mot cai ram trong bon tam.
Khiéu vi. Toi nhé da nhay mua gitta mot dam doéng. Nhung lam sao lai thé duorc, vi toi thuong
nhay gidng nhw mic chirng kinh phong, ma nhitng ngudi nay lai dang cwdi roi vo tay va reo ho.

Va roi tdi chot nhan ra, ranh ranh dén mic khiing khiép, sw that rang trang phdo tay chi la
mia mai.

Toa nha Hoéi Sinh vién la mot khdi bé tong xau xi pho truong chang chit nhitng vét 6 do
nwéc mua dé lai, ndm lac l6ng chang khac nao mot cai rang sdu gitra mot diy nha kiéu Georgia
dep dé. Sang nay dong nguoi tap nap di vao di ra tir canh ctra ty dong, don 1é hoic theo nhitng
nhom nho sat rat bén nhitng ngwoi ban than cd, vi day 1a ngay cudi cua Tuan 1& Tan Sinh vién,
va khong c6 tiét hoc nao cho dén thir Hai. Thay vao do hém nay la co hoi dé ching toi gia nhap
cac Hoi.

T6i gia nhap Hoi T1eng Phap, H6i Phim anh, Hoi Van hoc, Hoi Tho ca, va la chu but cua ba
to tap chi sinh vién: to Scribbler van Chu'crng bay bong, tor Tattle tho tuc, bit kinh va tor By Lines
nghiém tuc, van dong chinh tri, theo canh ta. T6i con dang ky vao ca Hoi Phong Téi ("Hay gia
nhap cung chung toi dé xem ban rua ra cai gi!”) mac du toi chang c6 cai may anh nao, va sau
do t6i con dinh bung dang ky vao Hoi Nit sinh, nhung khi Xep hang & ban dang ky ctua ho toi bat
gap cai nhin tritng trung doi ddu cua mot nguoi trong giong nhu Gertrude Stein [3] va bat dau
ty hoi viéc tham gia vao Hoi Nir sinh c6 1€ la mot no lwc qua gian nan chang. Trudc kia c6 lan
toi ting pham sai lam nay roi, trong chuyen dd ngoai cua truong di tham Bao tang Victoria va
Albert, khi thay mot bang h1eu ghi “Phu ni”, toi ctr twong do 1a noi trung bay Ve su thay doi vai
tro cta phu nir trong xa hoi, nhung rét cudc 'thi héa ra lai dirng trong nha vé sinh ni. Cu01 cung
toi quyét dinh bo qua Ho6i Nit sinh, vi mic du tdi chic chdn luon dng ho phong trao giai phong
nit quyén nhung t6i hoan toan khong tw tin 1a minh tham gia khéng phai chi dé gdp con gai.

[3] 1874-1946: nha vdn nit nguoi My. Ba Song hdu hét cudc doi tai Phdp va la mét trong cdc
nhdn vat tiéu biéu cua trao lwu hién dai trong vin hoc My giai doan 1914-1945.

T6i lwét nhanh qua nhiing chiéc 4o len dai tay mau nhat, khudn mat tuwoi tré cua Hoi Cau
16ng, phong khi c6 nguoi lat tay toi, sau d6 vay tay voi Josh dang bi bao quanh béi ddm ban bé
xép hang dang ky vao H01 Quy toi Luc ludng hay cai gi day, dai khai 1a lién quan dén truot
tuyét va nhau nhet va qudy rdi con gai va quan diém canh hitu cuc doan.

T6i cling quyet dinh khong tham gia Hoi Kich ngheé. Giong nhw H6i Nt sinh, day la cach
kha tot dé & bén cac co gai, nhung té & chd dé ch1 la tro bip bom dé phinh pho ban dién mot vo
kich. H0i Kich nghe sé dién v& Charle’s Aunt, vé Antigone ctua Sophocles va Equus trong hoc ky
nay, va tdi biét chac 1a minh sé chi duoc phan nhitng vai nhw mot thanh vién trong nhom dong
ca Hy Lap mdc nhitng tdm trai giwong bi xé rach roi dong thanh la to qua cai mdt na lam tu
gidy boi, hoac la mot trong nhimg ke ngoc toi nghiép trong vo Equus bo ca budi chidu mic
quan ao nit cua dan mua ba 1€ va doi cai dau ngua lam bang moc 4o0. Thé nén, Hbi Kich nghé a,
cam on nhuzng xin kleu Hon nira, xin chia sé 1a t6i dd ting dong vai chia Gié-su trong vo Phiic
dm hoi nam hoc cudi, va khi ban tirng bi danh roi va dong dinh truéc toan truong mot lan, ban
sé khong thuc hién cai viéc khon ngoan ay & bat cr diu nira. Tone va Spencer cuoi ngat suot
Vo dlen va hét to “Nita! Nita di” sud6t man danh bén muwoi roi, nhung moi nguwi lai néi canh dé
that cam dong.

Khi nghi minh da ddng ky du cac hoi, téi di tho than trong phong tim c6 gai bi an tdi qua,
du chi Chua méi biét toi sé lam gi néu gap lai nang. Chac chin khong phai khiéu vi. T6i di hai
vong quanh sanh phong tap thé duc, nhung khong thiy béng dang nang dau, thé nén toi di 1én



lAu dén can phong dién ra vong loai cudc thi Thach thi, chi d€ bdo dam la dén phong ding
gi®r. Chac chan 1a phong nay roi, tdim 4p phich dan trén ctra; Cudc thi Thdch thirc Dai hoc cua
ban Chi danh riéng cho nhitng tri tué khén ngoan. “Muén tham gia ha?” nang da hoi thé t6i qua.

“Cé khi gdp cdu & do cling nén?” nang da noi the Nang c6 ndi nghiém tuc khong nhi? Va néu
ding nhu vay, nang dang ¢ dau? Toi dén sém ca tiéng dong ho, vi vay tdi quyét dinh lai hoi
treong, di tim thém mot vong nira.

Pang Xuong Jau thi t6i cham madt c6 gai Do Thdi téc den t6i qua & cau thang; Jessica, phai
khong nhi? C6 nang dang ding cing mot dam con trai gdy nhom, xanh xao & Harringtons va
mac quan jean den 6m sat chan, dang phat to roi cho dang Lao dong Xa h01 Chu nghia va tat ca
déu trong gian dit, nhung véi tinh than két lién doan, toi tién dén gan néi, “Xin chao, dong chi!”

“Chao bubi sang, chan nhdp nhdy,” c6 nang 1é nhe, liéc nhin ban tay dang nam chit cla toi,
khong vui vé chut nao, cling dung thoi, vi co g1 dau ma vui. C6 nang quay lai véi viéc phat to
. “Té nghi HOi Khiéu vii dau do dang kia kia.”
“Oi Chuia o1, diéu nhay do that sw té 1dm ha?”

“N6i don gidn thi té hoan toan tin la nén d€ mot cay but chi vao gitta hai ham rang cau dé
cau khong tw can dit lwdi minh ra.”

T6i cwoi tw ché bai minh, va lac dau, theo kiéu tdi-bi-dién, nhung c6 nang khong cuoi nén
toi bén noéi, “Cau b1et khong, cuoc doi day té hai diéuy; thu' nhdt 1 khong nhdy mua khi say
xin!!!”...im lang “That ra, t& dang tw hoi khong biét té c6 thé 1dy mot to roi khong?”

C6 nang nhin tdi to mo, bi thu hut béi sw su sdc tiém 4n cda toi roi day.
“CAu c6 chac 1a té khong phi pham gidy khong?”

“Hoan toan khong phi.”

“Thé ciu di la thanh vién cia mot dang phai chinh tri nao chwa?”

“U’'m, ciu biét diy. Phong trao P4u tranh Giai trir Vii khi Hat nhan!”.
“D4y ma la dang phai chinh tri a.”

“Vay ra cdu khoéng nghi chinh sdch quéc phong la mot van dé chinh tri w?” T6i dap, thich
thu v&i cach néi nghe c6 vé dao to bua lon.

“Chinh trj la kinh té, thuan tuy va don gidan. Nhitng nhom hoat dong chi vi muc dich duy
nhat, gdy suc ep voi chinh pht nhuw Phong trao PAu tranh Giai trir Vil khi Hat nhan hay T6 Chll’C
Quoc té vi moi truwong dong vai tro quan trong va hop phap, nhung phat biéu ring ca heo to
1én va tot tinh, hay nan tan sat bang vii khi hat nhan 1a ghé té'm thi khong phai la quan diém
chinh tri, cai ddy 1a hién nhlen Ngoal ra, trong mot thé ché xa hoi chu nghia chan chinh, quin
do6i sé tw dong bi twéc quyeén...

“Gidng nhw & Nga ay a?” toi hoi.

A ha!

“Nga dau phai la mot nwdc xa hoi chu nghia thuce sw.”
0i gioi...

“Hay Cuba?” t6i hoi.

Tring phoc!



“0, theo y ciu vay. Thi giéng nhu & Cuba.”

Hirm...

“Thé thi t& cho la Cuba khong c6 quan doi phai khong?” toi héi.
Mot khdm phda hay ho.

“Thuc ra ciling khong han, nhung Chang dang ké néu xét trong twong quan voi tong san
lwong quoc gia. 0’ Cuba, sau phan tram tién thué duoc chi cho quoc phong, so voi bon muoi
phan tram ¢ My.” C6 nang chac han dang théu dét nhitng con s8 do. Den ‘ong Castro cling chua
chac biét chuyén nay. “Néu khong phai chiu sw de doa thuong xuyén cua My thi dat nwdc do
tham chi khong can chi dén sau phan trim. Hay cau muén ndm thao thitc cd dém lo so bi Cuba
xam lwoc?”

Co vé hoi tre con thai qua khi budc toi c6 nang théu dét chuyén do, nén toi chi néi, “Vay t&
14y mot tor roi c6 dwoc hay khong nao?” va c6 nang mién cudng dua cho tbi mot to.

“Néu cdu muon dwoc ndi that hon ay ma, thi dang Lao dong & dang kia. Hay cAu ct lam
dén noi dén chén 1a gia nhap dang Bao thi ludn di.”

C6 nang noi nhuw tat vao mat, khién t6i mat mot lic méi hiéu dwoec, roi trong khi toi dang
nghi xem nén noi gi, cé nang quay lung lai voi toi, quay sang phia khac va tlep tuc phat to roi.
T6i muon dat tay Ién vai co nang, xoay nguoi ¢ nang lai ma néi “Dung co quay lung lai voi
nguoi ta thé& chit, @6 dan ba con gai kho tinh, cb chap, tw cao tw dai, boi vi chinh cong viéc cua
bo t6i, du it du nhiéu, da glet chét 6ng ay, vay nén dung c6 lén 10p cho tdi vé Cuba, b&i vi dit
khoat t6i hiéu ro vé sw bat cong xa hoi xay ra ngay dwdi miii toi hon han ciu va toan bd dam
trai trweong My thuat cua cau, rat mot bon tw san.” Va toi suyt ndi ra dleu d6, néi han ra, nhu'ng
rét cudc toi da chon cach néi khac, “Cau nén nhan ra 1a hién nhién néu ciu rdt ngan tén hoi cda
cau, no6 chi thanh ra la Hoi Ho6i!”.

C6 nang quay sang t6i, that cham rdi, nheo mat lai va noi, “Nay. Neu cau that sy nhiét tinh
va hdng say voi viéc phan doi nhu'ng gi Thatcher dang lam véi dat nwdc nay thi ciu nén tiép
tuc kién tri. Nhlrng nguoc lai néu cau chi quan tdm dén viéc dua ra mot 16 loc nhu'ng chuyén
cwoi du trf va may cau binh luan réng tuéch thi t& nghi chiing t& c6 thé xoay sé ma khong can
c6 ciu, cam on nhiéu!”.

Di nhién, c6 nang dung. Sao t6i lic nao nghe ciing ¢ vé bong lon va thiéu thuyet phuc khi
no6i vé chinh tri thé nhi? Toi khong cdm thay mia mai vé chuyén dé. T6i nghi vé viéc co gang
gidi bay cho c6 nang biét, chi bang mot cudc trao doi thong minh phu hop voi nhtrng nguoi
trwong thanh, nhung lai c6 mot cudc cai va nho no ra gitta mot trong may anh chang gay nhom
mic do jean den va mdt ciu & PAu tranh Giai cap, nén tdi nghi tét hon 1a nén di cho roi.
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CAU HOI: Pwoc nha tim 1y hoc nguoi ch William Stern phat minh ra, hé s6 gdy tranh cai
ndo lic dau duoc dinh nghia [a thuong s6 cda tudi tri tué mot nguoi chia cho tudi thuce té cda
ngudi dé, nhan véi 100?

TRALOLIQ

T6i di 1én [au dén phong hop s6 6, mot thanh nién cao rao can doi dang bo tri ban ghé
trong phong thi, d6 khoang ba muoi ban c6 bd dang ldng xdng cia ngwoi lam viéc van phong.
Anh ta rd rang 13 16m tudi hon t6i, ham mot ham hai gi d6, cao va vira van trong « chiéc 4o len dai
tay c6 in tén truong dai hoc mau do tia, da ram nang, dep trai, vé diém tinh, mai toc ngan mau
vang hoe hoe do chai gon gang, kleu toc trong nhu vira du'O'c dac khudn tr mot miéng nhua.
T6i nhin anh ta mét hoi qua tdm ctra kinh. Anh ta trong nhuw mot phi hanh gia, néu nwéc Anh CO
phi hanh gia, hodc mot Nhan vat Hanh dong khong co ve dang so. bidu [am t6i bin khoan &
anh ta 1a tdi nhé hinh nhw da thdy anh ta & dau roi thi phai...

Anh ta d3 nhin thiy toi, nén tdi bén tho diu vao phong lich sw héi, “Xin 16i, day c6 phai 1a
phong thi Thach thirc bai h...?”

“Pat ngoén tay lén chudng dé tra 1o, cau hoi khéi dong dau tién cta cdu - ciu co thé doc
bién bao khong?”

“Duoc.”

“Trén d6 viét gi?”

“Phong hop s6 6, mot gio trwa.”

“Bay gio 1a may gio?”

“12 gitr 45.”

“Vay toi coi d6 la tra 1o cho cau hoi ctia cau dwoc khong?”
“Toi cho la vay.”

Thé 1a t6i ng01 cho ngoai ctra va khoi dong bang cach ludt qua mot s6 danh sach trong
dau; cac vi vua va cac nir hoang Anh, ban tudn hoan cac nguyén to hoa hoc, cac doi téng thong
My, dlnh luat nhiét dong, cac hanh tinh clia Hé Mit Troi, chi dé dé phong th01 ky thuat lam bai
kiém tra can ban. T6i kiém tra thay minh c6 mang theo mot cay but chi va bt bi, mot mleng
khan gidy, mot hop keo Tic-Tac, va doi nhitng thi sinh khac xuat hién. Sau muoi phut toi van la
thi sinh duy nhat c6 mit & chd nay, thé 1a to6i ngdi d6 nhin sim soi cai ga ngdi & ban gido vién
trong khi anh ta phdn loai va kep ghim cac dé thi mot cach kha nghiém nghi. Toi doan anh ta
chac phai cé vi tri kha cao trong ban tuyén chon Thdch thitc Pai hoc, va han dang choang vang
véi thir quyén han dé khién nguoi ta say swa nay, nhung toi phai chiém dwoc cam tinh cua anh
tanén dung 12 gio 58, khong sém hon, téi dirng 1én buérc vao phong.

“Bay gior vao dwoc chwa?”

“Dugc. Cau cé thé buwdc vao. Co bao nhiéu nguwdi & ngoai d6 cung véi ciu?” anh ta néi,
khong them ngwéc 1én nhin.



“U'm... khong ai hay sao ay?”

“That khong?” Anh ta nhin ra phia sau tdi, bdi vi rang la toi khong dang tin. “Oi ghét
that! Nam 1983 lai tai hién.” Anh ta tac ludi va thé dai, roi ngoi lén mép ban, cam 1dy mét bia
kep hé so, sau d6 nhin to6i tir dau Xuong chan do xét, li&c nhin khudn mat toi, trudc khi dwng lai
diém cach mot bén mat tdi ba muoi xang ti mét, anh ta cé 1é thich nhin chd d6 hon. * ‘Nay cau,
t6i 1a Patrick. Tén cau [a gi?”

“Brian Jackson.”

“Nam may?”

“Nam diu! M&i dén hém qua!”

Tac lwdi va thé dai. “Chuyén nganh?”.
“Y anh 1a t6i dang hoc cai gi 4y ha?”
“Cau nghi sao cling dwoc.”

“Van hoc Anh.”

“Chuaa o1, thém mot ngwdi niva! Thé thi it ra ciu ciing khong hoan toan phi pham ba nim
trong doi cau.”

“Xin 10i, téi...”

“Chuyén gi da xdy ra cho tat cd cac nha toan hoc, dé chinh la diéu t6i muon biét. Tat ca cac
nha héa sinh? Tat ca nhitng Ky sw co khi? Khong nghi ngo gi nita, nén kinh té dang chuan bi
xudng dic; moi ngudi déu biét phép 4n du la gi, nhung chang ai c6 thé xdy dung mot nha may
dién ca.”

T6i bat cuoi, xong nhin lai xem anh ta c6 phai dang dua khong, nhung anh ta khong dua.
“T6i c6 chirng chi Akhoa hoc!” t6i ndi, to ra canh giac.

“Thata? Mon gi?”
“Vay ly va Hoa hoc.”

“Thé thi cdu diy roi! Mot Anh chang Phuc hwng! Pinh luit th& ba vé chuyén dong cia
Newton la gi?

0, anh ban, anh phai c6 gdng hoi kh6 hon thé chit...
“Phan lwc c6 cung do 1én va nguwoc chiéu véi lwc tic dong,” toi tra 1oi.

Phan tng cua Patrick cling c6 cung mtc do va nguoc chleu glong nhw vay; mot cai nhiu
may khé chiu thodng qua, truérc khi anh ta quay lai nhin vao cudn sé ghi chép.

“Trwong?”

“Gi co?”

“Toi héi ‘trwong gi?’ Toa nha to. Xay bang gach, c6 gido vién trong dé iy...”
“T6i hi€u cdu hoi, nhwng chi ldy lam la 1a tai sao anh mudén biét?”

“Thé thi thoi, Trotsky [1], cau da noi r6 y cau roi. Cau c6 dem but theo khong? T6t. Gidy
lJam bai day, va mot phit nita toi sé & cung cau.” Khi tdi chon chd ngdi gan cudi phong thi hai



nguwoi nira dén tir phia sau. “A, ky binh!” Patrick noéi.

[1] Trotsky la m¢t nha ly ludn cdch mang Bén sé vich va Mdc xit, bi dwa ra khéi Dang Cong
sdn va truc xudt khéi Lién X0 sau khi ldnh dao mgt cudc ddu tranh ctia cdnh td déi ldp chong lai
cdc chinh sdch va sw thang tién ctia Joseph Stalin trong nhitng ndm 1920 ciing nhw tinh trang
quan liéu ngay cang tdng tai Lién X6 nhwng thdt bai.

bong doi tiém nang dau tién, mot c6 gai Trung Quoc gdy ra mot chut xdo dong, vi cb ay
hinh nhw c6 mot con gau tric bam trén lung. Nhin ky va gan hon thi m¢i phat hién ra d6 khong
phai la con gau tric bang xwong bang thit ma la mot cai ba 16 dwoc thiét ké doc dao! Tdi cho la
né thé hién mot sy hai hudc hoi ky quac, nhung mot cudc thi klen thirc tong quat cao cap,
nghiém tic ndy. Du sao di nita, nghe tir cudc noi chuyen cda cd v&i Patrick thi toi biét co tén la
Lucy Chang, sinh vién nam hai, hoc khoa Y, va vi vay c6 thé c6 loi thé hon toi khi gap nhiing cau
hoi vé mén khoa hoc do. T1eng Anh ctia c6 kha luu loat, mdc dli c6 néi nho dén khong ngo, véi
trong Am lwét kiéu ngwdi My. Thé ludt choi cho ngudi nwdc ngoai thi sao day?

Thi sinh ké tlep la mot ga do con, giong oang oang, nguoi vung Manchester, mdc dong
phuc quan doi mau xanh 6 liu, mang giay bot to ndng, deo bén hong mot ba 16 nhé mau xanh
kiéu Khong lwc Hoang gia Anh véi biéu tuong cua Phong trao bau tranh Giai trir Vii khi Hat
nhan viét bang but da quang, chang dn nhap gi ca. Patrick phong van anh chang mét cach lich
s mién cuwdng, giong nhw ha si quan chi huy néi véi ha si, va héa ra do la Colin Pagett sinh
vién nam ba khoa Chinh tri, den tir Rochdale. Anh chang dao mat quanh phong, gat dau chao,
sau do chung t6i im lang ng01 cho va nghich but, ca ba ng01 cach xa nhau nhw dinh luat hinh
hoc cho phép, dgi mwoi, mwoi lam pht, cho dén khi hoan toan chac rang khong con ngudi nao
xuat hién nira. Nang dau nhi? Nang da noi la sé & day ma. Ngd ngd c6 gi xay ra v&i nang thi
sao?

Cuoi cung, Patrick Phi Hanh Gia thé dai, dimg 1én tir sau cai ban va phat biéu, “Puoc roi,
ching ta hay bat dau nhé? Tén toi 1a Patrick Watts, tlr Ashton-Under-Lyme dén, hoc Kinh t&,
toi la doi trucrng cua doi Thdch thirc Dai hoc ndm nay”... coi nao, ai dang noi vay nhi?... “Khan
gia trung thanh cua chwong trinh nay cé thé nhan ra t6i 1a th{ sinh da tham gia vong thi dau
nam ngoai.”

bung roi, chinh vi thé ma toi biét anh ta. T6i nhé da xem cai tap quan trong do cuc ky cin
than vi toi dang dién don g cho Hoi dong Tuyen sinh Pai hoc, va téi mudn biét tiéu chuin
nhuw thé nao. T6i nhé dao d6 toi nghi ho Ia mot doi kha tham ha1 va Patrick ro rang van con
mang nang vét thuong Iong, vi anh ta nhin xuéng san, khuon mat t6 vé ho then khi nhic dén
viéc do. “Ro rang, do khong phai la mot man trinh dién hoan my” - ho bi danh bai hoan toan
ngay tir vong dau, néu to6i nhé khong Iam, truwdc mot do6i tha cliing nhe ky - nhlrng chung toi
rat hy vong vao co hoi nim nay, dic biét véi qua nhiéu... dau vao... day hira hen.”

C4 ba dwa mat nhin quanh phong, nhin nhau, va nhin day ban tréng tron.

“Théi dwoc roi! Thé thi, khong chan chtr gl nita, cac ban hay vuot qua bai ki€ém tra nay nao.
Bai thi viét, bdn mwoi cau hoi, bao gobm nhiéu cht dé da dang, twong tu nhw nhimg chu de
ching ta sé phai gap trong cudc thi. Nam ngoai chung ta dac biét yéu veé linh vuc khoa hoc
anh ta nhin vao toi - “va t6i muén chic rang Ian nay ching ta khong qua thién vé nghé thuat...

“Va m6t nhom gém bén nguoi, dang thé khong?” ga ngwdi Manchester noi to.
“Pung vay.”

“Né&u thé thi chac roi... ching ta Ia mot doi.”

“A, diing vay, nhung can dam bao la chiing ta dat dén mdt chudn muc twong xtrng.”

Nhung Colin khong chiu dé yén. “Tai sao?”



“Thi, néu ching ta khéng dat dén mirc dé... ching ta sé lai thua.”
“Sao nira?”

“A, néu ching ta lai thua... néu chung ta lai thua...” va miéng Patrick gio day khong sao
dién dat nén 161 nira, cr m& ra khep lai glong het con ca thu dang hap héi. Anh ta cling mang
khudn mat y nhu vay trén dai truyen hlnh quoc gia ndm ngoai, khi co gang roi bi that bai khi
tra loi mot cau héi hoan toan don gidn vé cac ho nwéc & bong Phi: cling cai nhin kinh hii 4 ay,
trong khi moi thanh vién khac trong nhom déu biét ciu tra 1o, san sang tra loi thay anh ta; ho
Tanganyika, Tanganyika, d6 dan.

Ngay luc do6 anh ta bi phan tam boi tleng dong ¢ cura - mot 16 nhitng khudn mat con gai
dang cuwoi toe toét ép lén ctra kinh, mot trang cuoi dang c6 kim lai, mot vu x6 day, va nang bi
nhirng ban tay vo hinh day vao phong, roi nang chi ding chét tran & dé, cudi khic khich, c6
gang ldy lai binh tinh, nhin xung quanh cian phong va nhin bén nguai chung toi.

Toi theé, trong khodnh khic dé tdi nghi moi ngwoi sap sira dirng 1én hét.
“0i! Xin 161 moi nguwdi nhé!”

Nang ndi hoi lap bap, chan nang dwong nhuw hoi loang choang. Nang khong nghi s€ lam bai
thi trong tinh trang say xin thé nay ch&?

“Xin 10i, em c6 dén tré 1am khong?”

Patrick ldy tay vudt mai téc phi hanh gia, li€ém mai va tra 1o, “Hoan toan khéng. Vui vi em
da tham gia...em...?"

“Alice. Alice Harbinson.”
Alice. Alice. Di nhién, nang la Alice. Nang con c6 thé la ai khac ch&?

“Duoc roi, Alice. Nao... 6n dinh chd ngoi di...” Va nang nhin quanh, cudi véi toi, roi budce
dén ngbi & ngay ban sau toi.

M4y cau héi khéi dong kha dé; vé hinh hoc co ban va mot vai cau vé cac thanh vién Hoang
gia Anh that sy lam chung toi thay nhe nhom, nhung that khé tap trung vi Alice dang phat ra
tleng dong giong nhw nghet mii ¢ bén vai toi. T6i quay lai nhin nang, va khong con nghi ngo gi
nira, nang dang khom nguo1i trén dé thi, mat do birng, ngwoi rung 1én vi cé nén cwdi. Toi quay
lai lam bai tiép.

CAu hoi so 4. Istanbul c6 xwa c6 tén 1a gi trwdc khi dwoc goi 1a Constantinople?
Dé ot. Byzantium.

Cau so 5. Khi heli, neong, argong va xenon la bon khi thuéc nhém “khi tro”. Hai khi con lai
gi?
Khéng biét. Hay la kripton va hidro? Kripton va hidro.

Ciu s6 6. Thanh phan chinh ctia nwéc hoa tda ra tir Alice Harbinson la gi, va tai sao mui
thom d6 lai diu nhe qua chirng nhw vay?

Mot loai dat tién, hwong hoa diu nhe. C6 1€ 1a Channel No 5 chdng? Két hop véi mot lwgng
nhé xa bong Pears, va thudc 14 Silk Cut, va rwou nhe...

Théi da roéi. Tap trung nao.



Cau s6 6. Ba Thatcher nam ghé nao trong Nghi vién?

Dé ot. Toi biét ciu tra 1o, nhung tleng dong lai Qhat ra. TOi quay ngwdi nhin va lan nay bat
gap anh mat nang, nang nhan mit, miéng néi “Xin 16i...” va ra dau sé& khong lam 6n bang cach
lay tay dua ngang miéng giong nhu dang khoa mot cai day keo tuwong twong. Toi hé miéng mim
cuoi khi nghiéng dau ra sau nhu mudén noéi, nay, 6i dao, dimg ban tam, t& khong thay phlen gl
dau, roi quay lai bai thi. Phai tap trung. Toi thay mot vién Tic-Tac vao miéng va dwa may ngon
tay len bop tran. Tap trung nao, tap trung nao.

C4u sd 7. Mau moi cta Alice Harbinson c6 thé miéu ta ding nhat bang tiy...?

Khéng chic nira, khong thdy rd. Mau gi dwoc nhac trong bai tho bén muwoi ciu cla
Shakespeare 3 dy. Mau hoa hong Damask hay mau dé san ho hay gl d6 twong tu nhu vay? Co 1&
t6i nén nhin thém mot cai nita. Khong. Pirng. Pirng nhin. Chi nén tip trung. Thap dau xuéng.

Cau 8, 9 va 10 cling xong, nhung sau do 1a mot loat cau hoi vat ly va toan hoc vira kho vira
ngo'1 ngan lién tlep, va toi bit dau hoi ling ting, bd qua hai hay ba cdu ma t6i khong hiéu nhung
c6 gang lam mot ciu vé ty thé.

“Suyt...”

Cau so 15. Nang lwong duoc glal phéng do sw 6xy hdéa cac hop chat ciia qué trinh trao doi
chat qua mang té bao, dwoc chuyén hoa thanh chat ATP [2]...

[2] ATP (adenosine triphosphate): hop chdt héa hiru co - nucléétit.
“Suyttttt....”

Nang rwén nguoi 1én phia trudc cai ban, mat mé to, c6 gdng chuyén cho t6i vat gi do trong
ban tay nam chat. T6i canh luc Patrick khong déy, hen dwa tay ra sau, va cam thdy nang dang
nhét mot to gidy nhap nhé vao ban tay khum khum ctia minh. Patrick nguwdc 1én nhin, toi lién
nhanh nhen chuyen sang c chi dudi tay ra, canh tay gio qua ¢ dau, ~va khi nguy hlem khong con
rinh rap, t6i mo to gidy ra. Noi dung thw la, “Nguoi la thdn mén, vé dep ky quai cua anh thu hit
em. Phdi mdt bao ldu ntka thi em méi cé thé cdm nhdn dwoc méi anh dp vao méi em ddy?”

Hay, chinh xac hon 13, “Nay hoc gao! Giip to voi! To rdt NGOC va lai XIN mdt roi. Lam on
cttu té khdi bi bé madt HOAN TOAN, Dap dn cho cdu 6, 11, 18 va 22 la gi? Cdu 4 la Byzantium,
dung chw? Cdm on cdu nhé, héi dm So'm ké dan ngodi sau ILrng cdu :X :X :X. Tdi but: Xi t& voi thdy
gido xem, sau nay t¢ sé cho cdu biét tay.”

Nang dang yéu ciu toi chia sé kién thirc tong quat véi minh, va néu d6 khong phai la hanh
dong moi goi thi téi khong biét do6 la gi nita. Di nhién gian lan trong mot ky thi la mot diéu té
hai, va néu la ngwoi nao khac thi con lau téi méi dinh vao, nhlrng day 1a tru'o'ng hop ngoai 1é
nén t6i mau man kiém tra lai cac cau hoéi, sau dé 1at mat sau to gidy va viét: “Cau 6 la Finchley,
cdu 11 cé Ié la ‘Stones ofVemce cua Ruskzn cdu 18 cé Ié la thi nghiém con meo Cua Schrodinger,
con cdu 22 thi té khéng chdc; Diaghilev chang7A ma ding roi, cdu 4 la Byzantium.”

Toi doc di doc lai ndi dung vai lan. N6 qua kho khan néu so véi mét 14 thu tinh, Va toi
mudn néi diéu gi dé khiéu khich va kich thich hon chir khong phai viét “Em dang yéu qua”, nén
toi nghi mot hoi, hit mot hoi that sau, roi viét: “Ma né, cdu no to ddy! Ca phé lén t¢i nhé? Chiic
cdu diéu tot dep nhat Hoc gao!”... sau d6 truwéce khi kip doi y, téi xoay ghé va dé lai 1o nhdn 1én
ban cé ay.

Cau sb 23. Ca voi thudc phan bo Mysteciti c6 mot co cu an dac biét dwoc goi la...?

Tam strng ham.



Cau s6 24. Thé tho nao cua Phap duwgc Corneille va Racine van dung, moi cAu tho c6 12 Am
tiét, phan van dit & Am th sdu va Am cudi?

Thé tho Alexandrine.

Cau so 25. Nhip tim tidng, d6 mo héi lanh va cdm gidc phin chin thwong la triéu chirng cta
tinh trang cam xuc gi?

Théi nao, cli ddu xudng, tip trung nao, diy la cudc thi Thach thic, nhé chwa ha?
Cau so 25. Khéi muoi hai mat cé bao nhiéu dinh?

A, muoi hai mit, nghia 1a c6 muoi hai mat phang, nghia la néu tach roi né ra thi c6 12
nhan 4, bang 48, nhu'ng phal trir sO goc chung thi sé 13, cai gi, 24 co a? Tai sao lai nhiing 24? Vi
mdi dinh la chd giao nhau cua ba mat phdng? 48 chia 3 1a 16. 16 dinh? Khong cé cong thirc cho
bai toan nay w? Néu minh vé né ra thi sao nhi?

Va khi toi dang c6 gang vé mot khéi muoi hai mat theo kiéu tach roi két cau thi mot cuc
glay nhé dwoc 16p qua ddu toi va bay lwét trén mat ban. Toi chdp cuc banh glay do lai truoce khi
no roi khoi canh ban, mé ra va doc, “Pwoc théi. Nhuwng phdi hira la khong cé nhay nhot gi dau
day.”

T6i mim cuwdi voi minh, va lam bd diém tinh bang cach khong quay dau lai, boi vi rot cudc
toi chinh 1a nhw vay, mot ga kha diém tinh, va quay lai véi viéc tach roi két ciu cda khdi muoi
hai mat.
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CAU HOI: Neu sw nong sang la anh sang duoc phat ra tir mot vat nong, thi thuat ngit nao
dung dé chi anh sang phat ra tir mot vat twong déi lanh?

TRA LOT: Su phat quang.

“Té clr dinh ninh la cAdu khong nhan ra té khi khéng c6 cai c6 do dirng ctia cha x& co!”
“Sao? 0, khong. Ban dau thi khong,” nang néi.

“U'm... Alice nhi!”.

“Dung roi.”

“Nhu trong Xt s& than tién 4y ha?”

“Uf... &,” nang néi, néng long nhin 16i ra.

Chung toi ngo6i & mot cai ban da cAm thach nhé & Le Parls Match, mot tiém ca phé dang co
gang mot cach chat vat dé c6 phong cach Phap; ghe gd “xin”, gat tan c6 chit Rlcard nhitng ban
sao tac phdm cta danh hoa Toulouse-Lautrec va dong chit croque monsieur” trong thurc don
thay vi “banh mi nuéng kep giam boéng pho mat”. Trong tiém day sinh vién mac 4o co lo den va
quan jean Levi’s 501 dang chom nguoi qua dia khoai tay chién séi ndi chuyén tro va vung vay
diéu thuéc 1a vao khong khi, wéc rang chung 1a nhirng diéu thudc hiéu Gitanes thay vi Silk Cut.
T6i chwa tirng dén Phap, nhwng Phap giong thé nay that 4?

“Vay cdu dwoc dit theo tén cia Alice trong Alice & Xir s¢ Thadn tién a?
“Té cling nghe ndi thé.” Ngirng. “Thé con ciu, tai sao bé me lai dat tén ciu la Gary?”

To6i suy nghT mot chéc, thatrala cod nghi ra mot giai thoai thu vi va budn cwoi dé ly giai tai
sao toi tén la Gary, r6i quyét dinh nén néi that.

“That ra, tén té 1a Brian.”
“Di nhién roéi. Xin 10i, y t& 1a Brian.”

“Khong chic nita. Té khong nghi 1a cai tén Brian c6 xudt hién trong van chuong. Hay thay
vao do la Gary Ngoai trir hinh nhw c6 Gary trong Anh em nha Karamazov hay sao 4y nhi? Gary,
Keith va..

“...va Brian! Brian Karamazov!” néi r6i nang cudi phéa I1én, téi bén cudi theo.

HOom nay qua thuc da tré thanh mot ngay rat trong dai vo1i toi, b&i vi khong chi ngoi day
vo1i Alice Harbinson, nguoi dang cwoi nhao chinh cai tén toi, toi con dang duoc thuwdng thirc
tach ca phé cappuccino dau tién trong doi. O Phap nguoi ta co udéng cappuccino khong nhi? Du
sao, né cling dwoc; hoi glong ca phé stra gia 35 xu ¢ quan ca phé phuc vu budi sang cho cau tau
Southend ngoai trir viéc loai ca phé nay co6 mot 1op vang mau xam thom mui xa que thay vi chi
co may giot ca phé dang loai uong lién khong hoa tan ¢ phia trén. Loi cua toi; toi bo hoi qua
tay, cir nghi do 1a bot s6 c6 la, nén no co6 hoi sira nong nong giong mui & nach. Nhung roi toi
cho rang cappuccino c6 chut glong tinh duc & chd toi co the huwdng thu nhiéu hon 6 o lan thir hai.
Mic du vay khi phai bd ra 85 xu, tdi khong chic chan 1a con ¢ lan thir hai. Piém nay lai c6 chut



giong tinh duc.

Bon cii soan lai. Tinh duc va Tién bac. Hay ngung nghi vé tinh duc va tién bac. bac biét la
tién bac, that khung khlep, ban dang & day voi co gai thu vi nay, thé€ ma tit ca nhitng gi ban
nghi dén la gia cia mot tach ca phé sao. Ca tinh duc nira.

“Minh déi r6i,” nang néi. “Ching minh di an trwa nhé? Khoai tay chién hay gi?”

“Nhat tri!” toi 1noi, va nhin vao thuc don. Nhirng 1 bang 25 xu cho mot bat toan nhirng lat
khoai tay chién mong dinh u? “ .. Miic du t& khéng that sw déi 1dm, nhung ciu ctt goi vai mén
cling dwoc.”

Thé la nang vay tay goi b01 ban, mot anh chang gay nhw glong ché uypit véi lon téc vénh
trudc tran kleu Morrissey, Ve bé ngoal cho thay anh ta la sinh vién, anh ta bwédc téi va néi qua
dAu toi, chdo nang bang cau “Xin chao!” rd to va than thién.

“Chao, hdm nay khoe khéng?” nang hoi.

“0, khoe. Trir viéc té khong nén & day. Lam ca dap!”

“Oi, troi a. Toi cau qua!” nang ndi, xoa xoa canh tay anh ta véi vé thwong cam.
“Ma nhan tién, cau khoe khong?” anh ta hoi.

“Rat khée, cam on cau.”

“Khong phai ndi gi chir hdm nay trong ciu dé thwong that diy.”

“Ay da, ngai chét di dwoc,” Alice néi va ldy tay che mit.

Ui giori o,

“Thé té& 14y cho cAdu moén gi dwoc nao?” anh ta néi, cudi cung ciing nhé ra anh ta & diy lam
cai gi.

“Chung té chi goi mot bat khoai tay chién c6 dwoc khong?”

“Absolument [1]!” anh b01 ban noéi, va hau nhu chay hét téc lwc vao bé&p dé bat dau chuin bi
nhitrng miéng khoai tiy ma vang quy gia do.

[1] Tiéng Phdp: nhdt dinh roi.

“Sao ciu biét anh ta?” t6i hoi khi anh ta da di khoi.

“Ai? Anh chang b6i ban ha? T¢ dau c6 quen anh ta.”

Q.

Vaim ldng bao trum. T6i nhdm nhap ca phé, va 1y long ban tay lau bét qué dinh & miii.
“Xem nao! Té khdng chic ciu nhan ra té khi té khong c6 cai ¢d 4o dirng ctia cha xir!”
“Cau ndi chuyén dé réi ma.”

“Té n6i roéi ha? Thinh thodng t¢ lai bi thé, boi réi vé nhirng gl da noi hoac chu'a noi, hoac
cam thay minh dang néi to nhitng diéu chi muén néi trong dau, néu cau hiéu y té...

“Té biét chinh xdc y ciu la gl,” nang n01 nam lay khuyu tay toi. “T¢ lic nao ciing 1an 16n hét
ca, hodc la buét miéng néi ra cai gi day... Nhu'ng gl nang dang lam lic nay that ngot ngao lam



5a0; nang dang cd gang tao diém chung gitra hai dira mac du tdi chang tin nang 14y mot giay.
“Té thé, doi khi, té con chdng biét minh dang lam gi nita..

“Té cling vay. Giong nhw vu nhay nhét téi qua...”

“A, phadi r6i...” nang néi, biu méi “... diéu nhay...”

“...Phai roi, xin 16i vé diéu nhay. Noi that lic 4y té hoi bi say.”
“0, cau nhay dwoc ma. Cau la vii céng giodi!”

“Khong thé nao!” tdi dap. “Cau biét khong, t& chi ngac nhién 1a khong ai thir dat ciy but chi
vao gitra hai ham rang té cal!”

Nang boi roi nhin téi. “Tai sao?”

“A... dé ngan to tw can ludi minh ra chang han?” Van khong c6 phan tng. “Cau biét cht,
nhu kiéu nguoi bi... dong kinh ay!”

Nhung nang cha noi gi, lai nhim nhap ca _phe. 0, la ay Chua - c6 e toi da xic pham nang
chang. Co6 khi nang biét mot nguoi dong kinh ciing nén. C6 khi chirng dong kinh da xay ra trong
gia dinh nang! Cé khi chinh nang bi dong kinh.

“Cau khong thiy nong khi mdc cai ao gié day do6 a?” nang hoi, va anh chang boi ban quay

lai vo1i nhitng 1at khoai tay dep mat, c6 khoang sau mleng, dwoc bay day nghé thudt trong mot

cai chén dung trirng 1on, roi anh ta quanh quan & do, nhe rang cwoi, hai long véi chinh minh, c&
gang bat chuyén mot Ian nita, thay thé toi bén tiép tuc noi.

“Cau biét khong, néu cudc doi tirng day té hai diéu, thi diéu diu tién 1a khong nhdy mada
khi ta xin.”

“Con diéu thi hai?”
“Dlrng thir d6 stra vao mot cdi may pha Soda.”

Nang bat cuoi, va khi nhan ra minh bi danh bai, anh chang b6i ban danh rat lui. Tiép tuc
nao, ctr thé nhé...

.. to khong bi€t minh trong mong diéu gi, t& chi nghi la minh da ché ra loai thirc uong
nhidu sira sui bot day kinh ngac nay, nhung ma c6 mot cai tén cho loai sira sui bot day...
(ngtrng lai, udbng mot hép) “... do 1a sira chua!”

Thinh thodng t6i c6 thé tw lam minh 6i, thit day.

Thé la chdng t6i néi chuyén mot hoi nita va nang dn khoai tay chién, nhing khoai vao cai
dia Pyrex dung x6t ca chua, va khung canh giong nhu buodi chiéu & tiém ca phé trong bai tho
Ban tinh ca cua J. Afred Prufrock cua T.S. Eliot, chi c6 dleu mon dn trong day dat tién hon. “Téi
cd dam dan moét qud dao khéng dy a? Khong, khong phdivoi cdi gid nay...” Toi biét mot s6 chuyén
vé nang. Nang Ia con mot, giéng toi - nang nght chuyén gi doé da xay ra voi cai ong ciia me
nhung khong chac lam Nang khong ban tam den viéc la con mét, diéu do chi cé nghia la nang
lu6n ham doc sach va nang hoc truwong ndi trd, nang biét didu d6 khong hop thoive mdt chinh
tri, nhung du sao nang ciing thich vay, va 1a Pan Chi trong trwong dai hoc. Nang rat gan gli v&i
b6 minh, 6ng lam phim tu liéu nghé thuat cho dai BBC va thuong dan nang dén chd lam trong
nhiing ngay nghi dée nang co kinh nghiém lam viéc, va nang da gap Melvyn Bragg nhiéu, nhiéu
lan, va ro rang nha van nay ngoai doi that sy, that su vui tinh, va cuc ky sexy. Nang ciing yéu
me, di nhién roi, nhung ho hay cai nhau, c6 16 vi qua glong nhau, va me nang lam viéc ban thoi
gian cho TreeTops mot co s& tir thién xay nha trén cay cho tré em nghéo.



“Ching song véi bo me c6 1é tét hon chang?” toi héi.
“Gi co?”

“A, ciu biét ddy, tré con ma sdng mot minh & tudt trén cay - thé thi chdc sé rat nguy hiém,
dung khong?”

“Khong, khong phai vay, ching khong séng trong may can nha trén cay, dé chi la mot hoat
dong vao ky nghi he tho6i.”

“0O, thé€ a. Hiéu roi...”

“Hau hét bon tré do gia dinh déu tung quan chi c6 b6 hodc me, va ca doi ching chua bao
gio c0 mot ky nghi ciing gia dinh!” Oi Chua o, nang dang noi Ve t01 a! “Viét d6 tuyét lam. Néu
cau khong cé chwong trinh gl mua he nay thi cau c6 thé tham gia.” Toi gat dau hao hirng, du

khong hoan toan chic 1a liéu nang dang dé nghi tdi phu mot tay hay dang dem dén cho tdi mot
ky nghi that.

Sau do Alice ké cho toi Ve ky nghi he ciia nang, mot vai ngay ¢ trén ngon cay voi may dira
tré ngheo, va khong nghi ngo gi nira, ching rat khao khat chuyén dé. Thoi gian lai dwoc chia ra
nghi o nhirng ng6i nha cua ho tai London Suffolk va Dordogne, sau d6 biéu dién véi nhém kich
cua trwdng nang & Festival Edinburgh.

“Cac cau da dién vo gi?”

“Vo Hdo phu Tir Xuyén cua Bertolt Brecht.” DI nhién, chuyén nang dong vai gi trong vo nay
qua rd rang roi, ding khong? bay la mot co hoi kinh dién dé st dung cum twr “ngwoi dwoc dat
tén cho vo kich.”

“Vay ai da dong vai nguoi dwoc dat tén cho vo kich...?”
“0, t& ddy,” nang tra 1oi. Pung, ding, di nhién 1a ciu roi.
“Va cau da dong?” t6i hoi.

“Ha?”

“Tét ch&?”

“0, khong t6t cho 13m. Mic du to The Scotsman c6 vé ciing cho 1a né t6t. Cau biét vé kich
dé day chw?”

“Rat ro,” toi boc phét. “That ra bon to da dién vo& Vong phdn Cdp-ca-zo cua Bretch &
truong trung hoc vao hoc ky cudi vira roi” - ngirng, nhap mot ngum cappuccino - “Té dong vai
vién phan.”

Chtia o1, tdi nghi tdi sdp 6i roi.

Nhung nang bat cwoi, va chung toi bat dau néi vé nhirng yéu cau khi dong Hao Phu, nguoi
dwoc lay tén dé dat cho vé kich cua Bretch, va toi tranh thu co héi nay dé duoc nhin nang lan
dau tién ma khong chiu tac dong cta ruou, va khong co mo hoi trén kinh, nang that dep. Chac
chan nang la ngudi con géi xinh dep dich thyc dau tién ma toi gdp tur trude dén gi®, con hon ca
trong nghé thuat Phuc hung hay trén ti vi. &’ treong bon ho titng néi Liza Chambers xinh dep,
khi do y ho that sw mudn noéi la goi tinh, nhung Alice thi dep that; 1an da min mang nhw thé
hoan toan khong c6 10 chan long, Va toa sang b&i mot chat phat quang nao 'd6 dwdi da. Hay
minh nén noéi do 1a ’ ‘chit 1an quang”? Hodc chat huynh quang”? C6 gi khac biét khong nhi?
Phai do tir dién m&i dwoc. DU sao di nira, nang c6 vé nhw khong trang diém, hoic, c6 kha nang
hon, trang diém mot cach khéo 1éo nghé thuat dén ndi trong nhw khong trang dlem ngoai tru



vung quanh mat, vi chac chan trong doi thuwe khong cd ai c6 hang 16ng mi nhuw the ding khong?
Va roi ddi mat; néu néi mau nau thi khong’ phai la tir ding, vi nhu vay thi né qua duc va toi, ma
t6i thi khong thé nght ra tuw nao hay hon, trie viéc doi mat do sang, tinh anh va to tron dén nbi
ta c6 thé thay nguyén trong mat co nhu'ng dém nhé mau xanh la ciy. Miéng nang day danva co
mau trai dau tay, giong Tess Derbyfield [2], nhung la mot Tess hanh phic, can bang, man
nguyen nguoi phat hién ra rang, ta on Chua, rot cudc nang that sw la ngwoi cua dong ho
D’Urberville. Trén hét nang c6 mot cai theo nho xiu & moi dudi, toi tu‘o'ng twong nang da co cai
vét d6 tr mot vai sw cod xwong mau khi di hai dau thoi tho du. Mai téc nang mau mat ong va hoi
quan, duoc kéo ra sau tran, theo ki€éu ma tdi twdng twong dwoc goi la “thoi ky tién Raphael’.
Nang trong nhw & thé ky - tr gi trong tho T.S. Eliot nhi? Quattrocento [3]. Hay tir d6 la cia nha
tho Yeats nhi? Va né c6 nghia la thé ky muoi bon hay thé ky muwdi lam nhi? T6i cling phai tra
lai khi quay vé phong mé&i dwoc Phal tw minh ghi nho tra tr “Quattrocento”, “Damask”, “Nau

xam”, “Phat quang”, “Lan quang” va “Huynh quang”.

[2] Tess Derbyfield la tén nhdn vdt nie chinh trong cudn tiéu thuyét Tess of the D’Urbervilles
cua Thomas Hardy.

[3] Quattrocento: thé ky mwoi ldm.

Va bay gio nang dang noi veé budi tiéc t6i qua, nao la né khiing khiép nhw thé nao, nao 1a
tat ca nhitng ga té hai ma nang da gip, hau het la nhiing ga choi bong bau duc khé chiu, an mic
khong hop thoi trang, nhat chét. Nang nga nguoi ve phia trudc cai ghé trong, ddi chan dai
quan quanh chan ghé bén dudi, roi cham vao khuy tay to6i de nhin manh y nao dé, nhin vao
mat tdi nhw thé thach toi nhin di ché khac va nang cling c0 cai tat kéo kéo doi hoa tai ma bac
trong khi ndi chuyén, ctr chi d6 ngu y rang nang da bi toi hip dan tir trong tiém thirc, hoac do
chi 1a do cho X0 10 tai bj nhiém trung nhe. Vé phan toi, toi dang thir mot vai biéu cdm méi trén
khudn mat va ca tu thé nita, mot trong s6 d6 1a nga nguoi vé phia trudc va ddt tay dudi cam,
cac ngbn tay dé ho hirng ngang miéng, thinh thoang xoa xdm ra cai vé trai doi. Tu thé nay c6
nhiéu muc dich; 1) trong nhw t6i dang trim tw mac tu'(rng, 2) thé nay that goi cdm - cac ngén
tay trén moi, mot diéu bo goi tinh kinh dién - va 3) né cliing giup che glau nhitng cai dom do
x4u xi n6i thanh da & quanh khée miéng tdi trong nhu thé toi vira bi béng xup.

Nang goi thém mot tach cappuccino. T6i tu hdi khong biét minh c6 phai tra tién ca tach do
khong nhi? Khong thanh van dé. Cudn bang Stephane Grappelli/Django Reinhardt da to1 diép
khtc trong tiéng nhac nén, phatra tleng vu vu giong nhw con rudi xanh dam sam vao cuaso, va
t6i kha hanh phtic khi chi viéc ngbi d6 va ling nghe. Néu nhw nang cé khuyet diém nao day va
ro rang no chi nho xiu thoi, dé 1a duong nhu nang khong dac biét to mo ve nguoi khac, ve toi
chang han. Nang khong biét toi tir dau den nang khong hoi vé me hay bé to6i, nang khong biét
ho t61, o] chang hé bi thuyét phuc rang nang khong con nghi toi tén Gary. Sw thll‘C 13, tir lac hai
du'a & cho nay, nang chi hoi toi diing hai cau - “Mac cai 4o gi6 day ddy cau khong thay nong a?”

a “Cau cé biét do la qué’khong?”

Thinh linh, nhw thé doc dwoc suy nghi ctia toi, nang ndi, “Té xin 16i, hinh nhw t& ct ndi
sudt thi phai. Cau khong phién ch?”

“Khéng hé”.

Va toi khong ban long that, toi chi thich ngoi day bén nang, va dé nguoi Khac thay t6i bén
nang. Nang dang noéi veé ganh xiéc Bungari thu vi ma nang tung dwoc ¢ Hoi chg Edinburgh,
cling c6 nghia day la thoi diém t&t dé danh lac hwong va tinh nham héa don. Ba tach
cappuccino gia 85 xu, tong cdng 2 bang 55 xu, cong voi khoai tay chién, a nham, pommes frites
ma1 dang, gia 1 bang 25 xu, a nhan tién tinh ra duoc moi miéng gia khoang 18 xu, de Xem nao,
25 cong 55, bang 80, tirc 1a 3 bang 80 xu, cong voi tién boa cho ciu trai dang cuoi o dang kia,
30, khong, 40 xu di, thé la 4 bang 20 xu, va minh c6 5 bang 18 xu trong tdi, nghia la rot cudc
minh sé& con 98 xu dé cam cu cho dén khi nhin tdm séc hoc bong vao th& Hai. Chia o1i, thé
nhung nang xinh dep qua chitng. Néu nang dé nghi cwa doi tién thi sao? Minh nén chap nhan



khong nhi? Minh muén nang biét 1a minh tin tu'crng manh mé vao binh dang gidi, nhung lai
khong mudn nang nght minh ngheo kiét x4c hoic, té hon, keo kiét. Ma ngay ca khi chia doi s6
tién, minh ciing chi con 3 bang, va minh phai doi ]osh dua lai 10 bang ctia me cho dén thi Hai,
digu dé cé nghia la minh sé phai lam dau sai cho cau ta dén ky nghi Giang sinh, ty tring tAm
16t criké hodac nwéng banh x0p cho cau ta. Ma gwom d3, nang dang héi gi minh nay.

“Cau c6 muodn goi thém mot tach cappucino nira khong?”
KHONG!

“Khong tot hon la khéng,” toi n6i. “That ra, ching ta nén quay lai - xem két qua. D€ t& tinh
héa don...” va téi nhin quanh tim boi ban.

“Té cé tién 1é diy,” nang noi, ra vé vai tay 1ay vi.
“Khong can dau, that day, té moi...”
“Cau chac khong?”

“Chac, chic roi,” toi noi, roi dém va dé 4 bang 20 xu trén ban da hoa, va cadm thiy minh
that tao nha.

Bén ngoai Le Paris Match t6i nhan ra troi bat dau toi; t6i khong nhin ra ching t6i da noi
chuyén hang gio. Trong luc do, toi tham chi quén ca cudc thi Thach thc. Nhung gio thi toi da
nhé ra, va rot cudc tat ca nhlrng gl toi co thé lam 1a khong chay ao di. Mac du vay, Alice 1a nguoi
thich di dao mat nén chung toi tan bo dén Hoi sinh vién trong anh sang cta budi t6i mua thu,
va nang ndi, “Thé ai xui giuc cau vay?”

“Gl co? Cudc thi Thach thirc ha?”
“Cau goi tén cudc thi la thé a? Thach thic?”

“Khong pha1 moi nguoi déu goi nhu vdy sao? 0, t& chi nghi 1a chuyén do c6 ve vui,” toi noi
doi, to vé thcr 0. “Hon nita, nha t& chi c6 to va me, nén khong da thanh vién dé tham gia Ask
The Family...” T0i nghi la nang co6 thé nam bat thong tin d6, nhung thay vao d6 nang chi noi,

“Nhiing c6 ban ¢ cung day hanh lang x0i t& tham gia, nhu 141 thach d6 3 ay. Va sau hon mot Iit
bia & quan bar vao budi trua, y kién d6 béng dung héa ra khong toi chat nao. Va té mudn tré
thanh mot dién vién, hay mot ngwoi nao do co the xuat hién trén truyen hinh, m6t nguwdi dan
chuwong trinh hoic dai loai thé, nén t& nghi xudt hi¢n trudc 6ng kinh sé la mot thi nghiém tot,
nhung gio t& khong chic vé chuyen do nira. Cudc thi nay khong phai la mot ban dap ro rang dé
dap xuong kinh d6 Hollywood dung khong? Thdch thitc Pai hoc. T¢ chi mong la bay gio bi loai
quach cho roi, néi chan thanh diy, dé té c6 thé quen hét cai viéc ngu ngdc nay.” Budc di nhe
nhang, nhwng Alice Harbinson, bwéc chan nang dang giAm dap 1én nhitng gidc mo ctia toi.

“CAu c6 bao gitr nghi sé chon nghé dién vién khﬁng?" nang hoi.
“Ai co, té 4?7 Chaa oi khong dau, té& do lam...” sau dé, toi ch1 néi dé thir xem thé nao, “véi
lai, t& nghi ngoai hinh t& khong du dep d& tror thanh dién vién.”
“0, khong phai dau! Nhiéu dién vién trong ciing dau c6 wa nhin gi dau...”
Nang ché t6i ddy ma, nhuwng Ké ra thi cling dang.

Khi ching toi tién gan dén bang thong bao bén ngoai phong hop sb 6, t6i cAm thay nhu lai
dang trdi qua cdm giac di xem két qua thi O-level; sw tu tin tham kin, tron véi moét lwong phu
hop hoi hop, sy nhdn thirc duoc viéc kiém soat biéu hién trén khuon mat quan trong nhuw thé
nao, khong 16 vé qua hai 1ong véi ban than, qua tw man. Chi cAn mim cwdi, gat dau vé hiéu biét



va buéece di.

Pén bang thong bdo, t6i ¢ thé thay con gau tric ctia Lucy Chang dang 16 ra qua vai co ay &
bang két qua cudc thi, va c6 cai gi tir goc do dau cua c6 dy mach bao toi rang tin dé khong tot
lanh chut nao cho c6 ay. C6 4y quay dau va bud¢c di, né nu cwoi ngot ngao pha chit that vong.
Co ve Lucy sé khong tham gia v&i ching toi trong phong tap Granada roi, that dang tiéc, vi co
ay trong co6 vé ti té. Toi cwoi voi c6 ay day thong cam khi c6 ay rao buéec, va di thang dén bang
thong bao.

Toi doc thong bao.

T6i chép mat, roi doc lai.

KET QUA THI TUYEN CUQC THI
THACH THU'C PATHOC

K&t qua phan thi so tuyén diy hang say cho cudc thi Thach thirc Pai hoc ndm 1985 nhu
sau:

Lucy Chang - 89%
Colin Pagett - 72%
Alice Harbinson - 53%
Brian Jackson - 51%

_ Vay nén doi hinh ndm nay sé nhu sau: Patrick Watts, Lucy, Alice va Colin. Budi dién tap
dau tién sé vao thir Ba tuan sau. Xin chic muirng cac ban da duoc tham gia!

Patrick Watts.

* (Truong hop c6 ai phai cap ctru hodc bénh nang, de doa dén tinh mang, Brian Jackson sé&
la thanh vién du bi wu tién thir nhat.)

“0i, Chtia 01! Khéng thé tin dwoc, minh & trong doi!” Alice thét 1én, nhay tung tung va siét
chat canh tay toi.

“Nay, cu lam tdt lam!” t6i tim dwoc mot nu cwoi & dau do, va déng khung né 1én mait
minh.

“Nay, cau c6 nhin ra la néu ciu khong chi t& may cau tra 1oi dd, cdu sé & trong doi thay vi
to khong!” nang ré 1én. O, phai roi, Alice a, t& da nhan ra diéu do, that day.

“Bay gior minh lam gi day? Di bar va uéng quac cin cdu nhé?” nang dé nghi. Nhung téi can
tién réi, ma tw nhién cling cadm thay chang thich thu gi nira.

To6i khong dwoc vao doi, toi co 98 xu trong tui, va toi yéu trong vo vong.

Khong phai v6 vong. Ma la vé ich.



VONG HAI

“Thang bé do, han goi con bdi, quan J,” Estella ndi, giong khinh khi, trwéc khi van bai dau
tién ctia chuing toi cham dut.

Charles Dickens, trich Gia tai vi dai
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CAU HOI: George, Anne, Julian, Timmy va Dick dwoc biét dén nhiéu nhat véi cai tén...?
TRA LOT: B6 Nam Lirng Danh.

C6 ba diéu t6i lubn mong sé xay ra & dai hoc - thir nhat la dwgc mat tin, thir hai la dwoc dé
nghi tré thanh gian diép, thit ba 1a dwoc tham gia cudc thi Thdch thirc Dai hoc biéu dau tién,
doi trai tan, da di doi nha ma hai tuan trudéc khi toi roi Southend nho viéc udng say va long
ngong théa man ham muon khi dang dung dwa vao thung rac co banh xe, & ngo sau
Littlewoods, va sy wu ai cua Karen Armstrong. That ra ciing chang co gi nhleu dé noi vé trai
nghiém do; trai dat khong dlCh chuyén, nhu'ng thling rac thi cé. Sau do, xdy ra mot s tranh
ludn vé viéc liéu hai dira c6 “lam ding cach” hay khong, diu d6 chic han sé dem dén cho ban
mot vai y tu'crng vé ky thuat tuyét voi va sy khéo léo tinh vi trong nghé thuat lam tinh cua toi.
Cubc bo vé nha vao cai dém mua hé dang nhé do, khi ching toi thuong thirc nhu'ng giot con lai
trong chai Merrydown da hét lanh sau khi quan he Karen ct nhic di nhéc lai, “Dirng ké ai hét,
dung ké ai hét, dirng ké ai hét,” cit nhw ching tdi vira lam diéu gi that su, hoan toan khing
khiép khong bang. Theo cach ma tdi cho 1a ddng nhw thé that.

Con veé viéc duoc yéu cau lam gian diép cho Noi cac cua Nir hoang, a, ngay ca khi dat qua
mot bén sw dé dit vé ¥ thirc hé, toi kha chac ngdn ngir cling quan trong trong nghe diép vién,
ma toi cé chlrng chi O-level tiéng Phap. Loai A day, nhung, néu xét vé hoat dong gian diép thuc
thu, day van 1a mot dlem han ché khién t6i khé c6 thé thim nhap chang han nhw mot truong
tiéu hoc Phap, hoac c6 thé, trong tinh canh birc bach, mot tiém banh mi. Nhan Den goi H6 Mang
Dé; tdi co thong tin chi tiét vé lich trinh xe buyt day...

T6i chi con mong doi ¢ cudc thi Thach thirc, va bay gio toi xoay so de thach thirc diéu do.
T6i nay la budi hop mat dau tién, va tham chi tbi phai bo biét bao nhiéu cong strc thuyet phuc
chi d€ dwoc moi. Patrlck khong tra 1o dién thoai ctia t6i, va khi cudi clng toi cling lung gap
duoc anh ta, anh ta noi rang ngudi duw bi that ra khong can thiét phal dén, khi ma anh ta da kha
chic ring khong co ai bi 6 t0 chet phal Nhlrng toi ctr tlep tuc ndi va ndi cho dén khi anh ta chiu
khuat phuc, vi neu khong c6 mat, toi s& khong dwoc gip Alice, trir khi toi bat dau lwon 1o bén
ngoai ky tdc xa ciia nang.

Va dung tuwong la toi chwa nghi téi viéc do. Trong vong sau ngay ké tir khi chung toi gdp
nhau, t6i chwa hé gdp nang lan nao ntra. Va t6i dang tim kiém. Bat ké khi nao dén thu vién, t6i
lai thiy minh di mot vong quanh cac ddy ban, hodc lang vang mot bé dang kha nghi & khu Kich
nghe Khi dén quan bar véi Marcus va Josh, réi mién cudng vui ve khi dwoc gioi thiéu voi mot
vai gd méi nhu James hay Hugo hay Jeremy, toi lai quan sat clra ra vao qua vai ho ‘phong khi
nang budc vao. Chi da vai cau vao gitta nhitng cudc tan gau, toi luc nao ciing canh chung,
nhung rot cudc ciing chang thiy tam hoi nang dau, ‘diéu dé cho thay nang dang c6 mot cudc
song dai hoc khac xa toi. Hay nh& dau nang dang hen ho ai d67 C6 khi nao nang ciing phai long
mot ga dep md, xuong go ma cao, mot nha tho Nlcaragua dang bi luvu day hoac mot nha diéu
khac hoic gl day roi thi danh tron ca tuan truedc nam trén giwong, udng ruou vang hao hang va
doc to tho vé&i than khong. Dirng nghi thé. BAm chudng tiép nao.

T6i tw hoi 1€ nao Patrick c6 tinh dwa toi cai dia chi sai, va sap stra quay ddu bo di thi nghe
tiéng anh ta di 16¢c c6c xudng cau thang.

“Xin chao!” toi noi, cwdi rang r& khi anh ta mé ctra.

“Chao, Brian,” anh ta rén ri, thé hién ngay trwdc mat t6i cai biéu cdm ma anh ta cé vé thich



hon c3, va theo chan anh ta lén cau thang chung dé vao cén ho.
“Vay moi ngwdi sé dén vao toi nay ha?” t6i ngdy tho hoéi.
“T6i nghi vay.”
“Anh da néi tit cd bon ho réi ch&?”
“U, tm.”
“Vay anh da néi véi Alice chwa?”
Anh ta dirng lai & bac thang, quay diu va nhin ra sau. “Tai sao?”
“Chi to mo thoi.”

“Dirng lo. Alice dang dén.” Anh ta lai mdc cdi 4o len dong phuc cta trwong dai hoc, toi hoi
ngac nhién mot chut. Y toi 1a toi sé hiéu hon, néu trén 4o c6 ghi Yale hodc Harvard hoac tén
trwong nao do, bai vi khi d6 cai 4o 1a mot lua chon thoi trang. Nhung tai sao lai di quang cao
cho viéc anh ta dang hoc mot truong dai hoc véi tat ca nhitng ngudi cling & trudong dai hoc d6?
Anh ta khéng lo 1a thdm chi moi ngudi sé& nghi anh ta chi lam b6 lam tich hay sao?

Chuing tdi bu¢c vao cin hd nho va gidn di, lam goi nhé d€n mo6t cin nha mau quang cio
trong bloc lich phwong Péng. C6 mui thit bam va hanh.

“Toi cO mang mot it rwequ!” toi noi.
“T6i khong uong rwou,” anh ta dap.
“O. Puoc thoi”

“T6i cho la cau s& mudén mot cai mé nut chai. Toi nght t6i c6 mot cai & dau do6. Cau ubng
tra, hay mudn bit dau ngay véi chai ruou ctia cau?”

“0, ruou nhé!”

“Duwoc roi, & yén day nhé, toi sé quay lai lién. Cau khéng hiit thuéc day chiv?”
“Khéng.”

“Vi & day cam tiét hut thudc...”

“Dong y, nhwng t6i cé hat thuéce dau...”

“Duoc roi, a ma nay, chi dirng day thoi nhé. Ping cham vao bat cir thir gi!” Boi vi hoc nam
thir ba, r6 rang bé me lam tién, Patrick dwong nhw cé cudc séng theo né nép cua mot nguoi
ban thanh nién: nhtrng d6 dung thiét thwc, khong phai dé trung bay, ma chac chan 13 cta chinh
anh ta, mot ti vi, mot dau video, mot phong khach khong givong khong bép ga khong voi sen.
Trén thuec té, anh ta gan nhuw khong pha1 sinh vién nira; moi thi déu & dang vi tri cta no va day
la mot noi cho tat ca, giébng nhw noi sinh song cua mot nha tu hanh hay mot ké sat nhan hang
loat dic biét ky tinh. Trong khi anh ta tim cai m¢ nut chai, t6i nhin quanh phong khach. Noi
duorc trang tri duy nhat cta can ho 1a birc tuong phia trén cai ban, cua anh ta; mot tam hinh bai
bién, voi nhing dau chan dan bién mat vé phia mat troi lan, va bai tho truyen cam vé viéc lam
cach nio Gié-su ludn & bén ta. Mac du cong bang ma noéi néu Gié-su & bén canh anh ta trong
treorng quay truyén hinh ndm ngoai, anh ta c6 1é da c6 nhiéu hon 65 diém.

Co tiéng chudng ctra, va toi nghe t1eng Patrick 1& budc Xuong ciu thang, nén t6i tan dung
co hoi xem xét ké sach clia anh ta; chd yéu la sach gido khoa kinh té hoc, x&p gon gang theo thtt



tw chir cai, mot cudén Kinh Thanh. M6t ké khac day bang video - Monty Python va Chén Thanh
cung voi Anh em nha Blues - tiét 16 mot mit sang stia hon ciia Patrick Watts.

Nhung bén canh d6 co mot loat hai mwoi bang video VHS giong hét nhau; mot ké nhirng
bing video thu hinh tai nha voi nhitng cai nhan mau trang V1et tay hoan hao dll’O’C dan ding
cach doc theo gdy cudn bang. Toi buwéc dén dé nhin gan hon va véi tay 14y dai mot cudn. Cac
nhan ghi nhw sau:

03/03/1984 - Newcastle ddu véi Sussex

10/03/1984 - Durham dau véi Leicester

17/03/1984 - dwong kim v dich Cambridge diu véi Dundee
23/03/1984 - Sidney Sussex dau vdi Exeter

30/03/1984 - UMIST dau véi Liverpool

06/04/1984 - Birmingham dau véi UCL

. va c thé t1ep tuc, Keele dau v&i Sussex, Manchester dau véi Sheffield, Open dau véi
Edmburgh Phia trén nhlrng cai bang cat xét d6 c6 mot tam hinh 16ng trong khung anh, bi up
xudng. Gio thi t6i dang cam thay minh hoan toan glong Marion Crane [1], nhung t6i cr cAm
tdm hinh Ién xem, va dung vay, do la tdm anh Patrick bat tay Bamber Gascoigne [2] va toi bat
thinh linh cam thay khlep so, diy la chdn thiéng liéng cua Patrick, va téi da lam lac mu qudng
bwéc vao hang 6 ctia mét gd dién...

[1] Mgt nhan vt trong phim Psycho. C6 ldy cap tién ctia 6ng chi, sau dé, trén dwong bo trén,
c6 vo tinh nghi chdn tai mot nha nghi do mét ké tam than lam chu.

[2] Ngwoi dan chwong trinh Thdch thike Dai hoc trong suét 25 ndm, tir s6 ddu tién dén tdn
nam 1987.

“Tim gi diy, Brian?”

T6i xoay tron ngwoi, tim ki€ém mot thir vi khi gl day Patrick dang ding ngay clra ra vao,
Lucy Chang dang ngap ngheé nhin qua vai anh ta, va cai ba 16 giu truc cda Lucy Chang dang
ngap nghé nhin qua vai co.

“Chi la ngwéng mo tam anh cda anh thoi!”

“Duoc thoi, nhung ciu lam on dit né tré lai ding cho cii, dwoc chi?”
“Vang, vang di nhién ro6i...”

“Lucy... tra nhé?”

“Da, vang, cdm on anh.”

Anh ta ném cho t6i mot cai nhin kiéu khong-them- dém-xia, roi di vao bep Lucy ng01 trén
chiéc ghé lung cirng cua Patrlck nhung ngoi ngay 1én thanh ghe dée khong ép con gau truc xep
1ép. Chung toi ngoi yén lang, roi cwdi véi nhau, va cling chang ro vi nguyén c¢ gl, cd bat cuoi
nghe c6 ve hoi cang thang Trong c6 nho nhan gon gang, mac mot chiéc so mi trang tinh sach
sé dwoc Gi can than, ndt 4o trén cung dwoc gai lai. Nhw vay ciing khong hé gi, ¢6 van kha hap



dan, ngay ca voi duong chan toc thap hoi 16n x06n c6 vé dang bo xuéng dé gap go cap 16ng may,
trong giong mot bo téc gia bi truot vé phia trudc.

To6i cO gang nan ra diéu gl d6 dé noi. Toi dinh néi véi co 1a theo cudn Ky luc Guinness,
Chang chinh thirc 1a cai ho pho b1en nhit the gioi, nhung t6i cho rang cd ciing biét thira diéu
nay roi, nén danh mé miéng khen, “Nay, ciu gioi thit diy, diém s6 that dang ngac nhién! TAm
muroi chin diém!”

“0, cam on ciu. Va ciu ciing gidi lam, gidi viéc...”

“...thua cu6c?”

“0r... phai, t& cho la vay!” va cb lai cuoi, giong cao va gion gia. “Giéi viéc thua cudc!”
Vi lich sy, t6i cling cwoi hua theo, va néi, “Cha sao. Thua niva. Thua cho hoanh trang!”
“Samuel Beckett néi, dang khong?”

“Dlng rodi,” toi noi, hai lai. “Cau dang hoc gi viy, nhic lai xem?”

“0, nam hai, nganh Y,” ¢6 noi, va toi nghi, Chua o1, c6 dy la mot thién tai. T6i quan sat véi
vé ngac nhién 16 rd khi co c&i cai ba 16 doc dao ra.

“Té thich gu trac,” toi noi.
“0...cAm on cau!”

“Pang ngdp nghé nhin qua vai ciu kia! Hay t& nén néi la Bac Kinh trén vai ciu nhi!”
C6 nhin t6i khong hiéu, thé nén dé cho ro, téi néi, “Ciu mang né bén minh tir nha ha?”
“Cau néi gi co?”

“Cau mang né tw nha a?”

Co6 trong bai roi. “Cau mudn noéi dén Ky tic xa ctia té a?”

T6i c6 cdm gidc chung hirng. “Khéng, ciu biét day... qué ciu ay.”

“A, ¥ cau la Trung Quéc! Béi vi dé 1a gdu triic chit gi? M3, that ra, t& dén tir Minneapolsis,
nén khong phai dau.”

“Phai, nhwng liic ban ddu ciu dén tix...?”
“Minneapolis...”

“Nhung b6 me ciu, ho dén tir...”
“Minneapolis...”

“Nhung bé me cta ho dén tir...”
“Minneapolis...”

“Tat nhién roi. Minneapolis.” Va c6 cuoi voi toi bang sw tir té chan that, hoan hdo bat chap
sur that rang toi ré rang 1a mot gd cdn ba phan biét chung toc, d6t nat. “Pé 1a noi Hoang tit sinh
a!” toi noi, giong soi noi.

“Chinh xac! Pé la noi Hoang t& sinh ra,” ¢6 ay néi. “Du t& chwa bao gio gap anh chang d6.”



“0i,” t6i thot 1én. Toi thir lai [an nita. “Cau da xem phim Mwa tim chwa?”
“Chwa,” c6 dap. “Thé. Cau. ba. Xem. Mwa tim chwa?”

“Roi. Hai lan,” toi dap.

“Cau c6 thich khong?” cd hoi.

“Khong han,” toi dap.

“Nhung ciu da xem dén hai lan ma!”

“Té biét vay,” téi dap, va hom hinh néi, theo giong My kha chuin, “Cha hiéu!”

Va roi, on Chua, ctra m¢ va Colin Pagett Be By xuat hién, cam theo bon chai Newcy Brown
va mot hop gidy Ga ran Kentucky. Patrick dua cdu ta vao glong nhuw mot 6ng quan gia dan anh
tho cao O0ng khoi vao, va trong im lang kho xtr sau do, toi tu tir ngam nght vé nghe thuat tro
chuyén day phitc tap. T4t nhién, Iy tu'o'ng nhét van 1a thtic day vao budi sang va duoc dua tan
tay ban 161 thoai dw dinh s€ n6i trong ca ngay, thé 13 t6i c6 thé xem qua va tu viét 1oi thoai cho
minh, cit bo nhwng nhan xét ngdc nghéch va cau ndi dua ngu si, do hoi. thng rd rang diéu dé
khong thuc t€, va mot Iwa chon khac 1a chdng bao gior noi chuyen nira, thi cling khong kha dung.

Vivay co 1é tot hon nén nghi la viéc tro chuyén hoi gidng viéc sang duong; trudc khi mo
miéng toi cin danh vai phut nhin ca hai phia, than trong xem xét diéu sap noi ra. Va neu diéu
nay co nghia l1a cudc noi chuyén cua toi sé hoi cham va mat tw nhién, giong nhu mot ct dién
thoai gitra hai bo Pai Tay Duong, ciing doéng nghia voi viéc toi pha1 danh thém mot it thoi gian
ding ngoai ria cugc tro chuyén, n6i mot cach an du la, nhin sang trai sang pha1 thé thi nén lam
nhuw vay, vi rd rang tdi khong thé mu quang di loang choang gitra dong xe c0. T6i khong thé ci
dé minh bi xe chet phai nhw thé nay.

May qua, chua can tro chuyén gi ngay luc nay vi trong khi doi Alice dén, Patrick cho chay
mot trong s cac cudn bang video quy bau cua anh ta - tran chung két nam ngoai, va ching toi
ng01 xem d0i Dundee thang mot lan nita, trong khi Patrick Iam bam cau tra loi va Colin an thit
ga trong hop, thé la trong muoi lam phut chi c¢6 nhitng 4m thanh thé nay: Colin mut dui ga,
Patrick IAm ban nhw dién ¢ tay ghé sofa.

“...Kafka... nito... 1956... ta trang... cAu hoi bay, khong phai cai nao ca... C. P. E. Bach...”

Va thinh thodng, t6i xen vao mot cau tra 101, khong thi 1a Colin, voi cai miéng dﬁy thit ga
ran - Ravel, Héa Nguc cua Dante, Rosa Luxembourg, Veni Vidi Vici - nhwng ré rang Patrick
dang danh d4u lanh thé cda mlnh cho thiy ai mé&i la chq, vi giong ctia anh ta cang ngay cang
fo..

. NHO’NG BAN_BLUE BUON KHONG PHAI DAN DO THAI.. BENH THUONG HAN.
MARY... PO PEU LA SO NGUYEN TO...

. va mdc du ciing thich chwong trinh nay ciing nhiéu nhw bao ngudi khac, tdi khong thé
chiu du‘(yc v nghi rang chuyén nay c6 thé dwa sw viéc di qua xa..

“... RHINE, RHONE, DANUBE... AND TY THE... CON LAC FOUCAULT..”

.. anh ta dd hoc thudc long chung a? Liéu ching t6i co phai nghi la anh ta chwa bao gio
xem cudn bang trudc day, hay chung t6i phal nghila dang nao thi anh ta ciling biét moi ciu tra
loi r6i? Va Lucy Chang c0 phan ung gi truéc tat ca sy viéc nay? Toi liéc sang bén canh, cd dang
nhin xudng san, mit nhim nghlen va toi nghi c6 1& c6 buon, hoac kho xt, cling dé hiéu thoi,
nhuwng sau dé toi dé y thay vai c6 hoi rung va nhan ra cé dang cé kim dé khong cwoliphd lén...



“...BAITHO CANGOQIBINH PUNG DI COT CUANGUOTHY LAP... BO DIDDLEY...
THAM SAT VAO NGAY LE THANH BARTHOLOMEW... CAU HANG KHONG BERLIN...”

. va dung luc co 1€ c6 khong nhin noi nira, chudng cira duoi lAu vang 1én, va Patrick di ra,
dé ba ching toi cham cham nhin thang vao ti vi. Cudi cung, chinh Colin 13 nguoi lén tiéng
trwére, véi chit giong tram, diy vé bi an.

“Chi tai t& nghi 1an than, hay ga nay hoan toan phat dién r6i ha?”

Sw xudt hién cua Alice lam cho bau khong khi tro nén bot nang né dang ké. Nang thé hon
hé, duoc boc trong cai khan choang cO, ao khoac va gdng tay ho ngon bang da 1on, nhin quanh
phong, mim cuoi chao moi nguoi. “Chao Bri!” nang n6éi mot cach that am ap, va ném cho toi
mot cai nhay mit khiéu goi. Patrick lang xang quanh nang, dung la ga dan, anh ta luon tay 1én
mai toc trong nhw nhya mau be, moi nang ngoi vao cho cua minh, va rét mot ly rwou Bulgarian
Cabernet Sauvignon tu chinh chai ruou toi mua bang tién tdi va dem dén nhu' thé do 1a cia anh
ta vay. Khi Alice hoi, “Anh c6 phlen khong néu em hut thuéc?” anh ta néi “Di nhién la khong!”
nhw thé dot nhién d6 1a mot y twong tuyét voi, tai sao anh ta khong tw minh nghi ra sém hon
vay, sau dé anh ta ngé quanh tim gi dé dé dung lam gat tan, roi thdy mot hop nhoé dung kep
gidy, anh ta trat hét kep ra ban, theo dtng kiéu dién cuéng rii bé khong thwong tiéc.

Alice nép minh ngobi canh toi trén ghé sofa, hdng nang ap chit vao hong t6i, Patrick hing
giong r6i noéi véi ca doi.

“Thé la ching ta da c6 madt day da! Bo T Siéu Pang!’ Va t6i that sw nghi rang ching ta sé
tao nén mot diéu dac biét vao nam nay...

Cho mot chit nao - B Tirdy a?
“Bay gidr sé& giai thich vé qua trinh dién ra cudc thi nay...”
T6i dém s6 nguwoi trong phong: mot, hai, ba...

. giai doan diu tién 1a ching ta cAn thing vong so khao cho cudc thi dwgc truyén hinh
truc tlep

Tai sao khong néi la “B6 Nam Lirng Danh”? Anh ta c6 mit cai quai gi khi n6i “B6 Nam Lirng
Danh” dau cht.

“Thoi han 1a hai tudn, cudc thi khong chinh thikc, nhung ciing kho phét day, chiing ta can
da gidi dé co thé thi khi chu'o'ng trinh lén song. Vay tw day cho dén luc do, toi de nghi bon
ching ta hop mat ¢ day vao gio nay moi tun, va tra 1o thir mot so cau hoi soan truwéec, va co
thé xem mot hodc hai cuén bang, chi 1a dé tap luyén déu din trong...

Guwom da - sao toi lai khong thé dén ch&? Toi phai dén, néu khong, lam sao toi gap duoc
Alice. Toi gio tay dinh hoi, nhung Patrlck dang dé mot cudn bang vao dau video, va khong thé
thay toi, nén téi bén hing giong va néi, “0 nay, Patrick..?”

“Gi ha Brian?”

“Thé t6i khong can dén a?”
“T6i nghi thé, khéng can dau...”
“Khong hé a...7”

“Khéng...”



“Anh khong nghi d6 1a mot y kién hay néu sau nay...?”

“A, chiing toi sé chi can cau trong truong hop khan cap thoi. T6i chi nghi tot nhat la cd bon
thanh vién nén tip cho quen viéc coi nhau nhw mét doi, trén co s&, ciu biét diy, ching téi la
mot doi.”

“Vay la anh khong cin toi a?”
“Khoéng.”
“Tham chi khéng can dén va, anh biét ddy, quan sat chang han..?”

Khong that sw can thiét day Brian, khong dau...” va anh ta v0i vang an nut cho chay cudn
bang. “Duoc roi, day 1a tran Leeds dau véi Birkbeck trong vong tu két hai nam truwdéc. Mot tran
dau that sw hay...” roi anh ta ng01 xuong ghe sofa, Alice chen gitta chiing t6i, hdng nang ép sat
vao hong t6i, trong khi tbi ¢ gang nghi ra ké hoach 4m sat Patrick Watts.
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CAU HOI: Kh4u hiéu tiéng Latin xudt hién cung hinh anh sw t gdm & d4u cac b phim cua
hang Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer cd nghia gi?

TRA LOT: Ars Gratia Artis - Nghé thuat Vi Nghé thuat.

“Vang, ca nhan em, em phai noi la em tuyét doéi ghét bai tho nay. Y em 13, em thay cai y
nghi rang day la mot ba1 tho tinh ddc sac that 1a nham nhi. Day chi la mét bai tho cia mot ga
hirng tinh, mot tén s¢ khanh tam thuong, tuyét vong vé tinh duc dang c6 gang cham dén cai
quan 16t cia nguoi tinh bang cach lai nhai rang ‘Tho1i gio tham thoat thoi dua’ [1 | ma khong
chip nhén loi tir ch01 Chang c6 gi 13 trit tinh hay lang man, va chic chan khong co gi tinh ti
trong bai tho nay ca, khong, hé, cho du ta la phu nitt,” Erin 1& nhe, d6 la c6 ban cua Alice, c6 gai
mat meéo v&i mai téc cat ngan nhuom vang hoe. “Thuc té thi, néu cé ga nao day guri bai tho nay
cho em hodc doc n6 cho em nghe hoac lam gi tuwong tu, em sé€ goi canh sat. Chang lay gl lam la
néu ngwdi tinh clia 6ng ta thay xau hé. Nha tho nay Ia mot ga thu ghét dan ba toan tap.”

[1] Nguyén van: Time’s Winged Chariot.

“Em nghi Andrew Marvell 1a mot ga thu ghét dan ba?” Giao sw Morrison hoi, nga nguoi
trén chiéc ghé& banh, nhitng ngén tay dai dit trén bung.

“Vé co ban thi ding 1a vay. Du gi di nita, theo nhw bai tho nay thi chic chdn 1a nhw vay roi.”
“Vay giong ndi cua nha tho va giong noéi trong bai tho la cia mét ngudi va hét nhw nhau?”
“Tai sao lai khong? Chang c6 gi cho thiy bat ky bién phap nhan cach héa xa nao...”

“Brian, em nghi sao?”

N6i that nhé, toi dang nghi vé Alice, vi vay t6i nglrng lai mot gidy va cdu gio bang cach cha
cha vao 16 tai, nhlr thé nhirng kha nang dac biét quan trong cua toi bang cach nao do lai nam &
dai tai va toi ch1 can kich hoat ching vay. Pay méi 1a 1an phu dao thi ba ctia toi, va lan trudc
toi bi bat 16i vi toi gia vor da doc Céng vién Mansfield trong khi sy that la chi m¢&i xem duwogc nita
tap dau tren ti vi, vi vay lan nay phai lam t6t hon. Tir kho vii khi cia minh, t6i chon cum tir “béi
canh lich st”.

“Em nghi n6 phtrc tap hon thé, dac biét néu ta dat bai tho nay vao boi canh lich stt..." va
Erin chép miéng th¢ dai, vi 6 ta c6 xu hu'ong 1am thé bat ct khi nao t6i mé miéng trong gio
phu dao. Erin r6 rang ghet toi tham té, mac du toi chang hiéu tai sao, vi tdi van luén mlm cuoi
voi co ta co ma. Tat nhién trir phi dé chinh 14 ‘nguyén nhan. Thoi ké di. Tap trung nao. “Trwéc
hét ré rang c6 mot yéu td hai hwéc manh mé ¢ day. S dung thu phap khoa trwong chinh la tu
nhan thirc dwoc ban than, va theo huéng do, bai tho c6 mot chut glong bai x6né sé 130 cta
Shakespeare ‘Mat nguoi tinh toi khong glong anh mat trofi’... (mot cau tho hay)... ngoai tru
trong trwong hop nay sy khoa truong cua nha tho khién ong co veé ngoc nghéch - sw tuyét
vong, bat hanh cung circ ma ong vin vao dé thuyét phuc nguoi tinh hoi tam chuyén y da khién
ong tro thanh moét nhan vat c6 ban chit hai huérc. Do la mot v& hai kich phan anh sy tuyét
vong vé tinh duc va sw bé mat day lang man. That ra nguoi tlnh xau hd’ dwoc 14y tén dé dit cho
bai tho, déi twong cua nlem dam mé khong dwoc dap lai ctia nha tho nay, chinh 13 nguoi c6
toan bo quyén han & day...

“Nay, do la mot dong nhitng thit tao lao theo chu nghia s6 vanh, phan dong ddy,” Erin ngat
1, c6 ngoi ngo ngoay trén ghé sudt tir nay gid, phan nd lam cho cac ghé nhwa kéu kin kit. “Cai



c6 nguoi yéu then thung 3 dy cha c6 quyén han gi hét, clin cha c¢ ti cd tinh nao, cd ta chi 1a ke
tam thwong, rong tuéch, chang qua duoc khac hoa 1 nguoi co sic dep va khong san long quan
hé tinh duc vé&i cai 6ng nha tho 4 ay. thoi. Ma Am diéu bai tho rd rang 1a chang hai hwéc hay trit
tinh gi sat, chi c6 doa nat, du dé véi dan ap thoi.”

ROi thi Chris, ga hippie c6 ban tay cau ban bat dau 1én tiéng, thé 1a toi quyet dinh dé Erin
dung anh chang nhw chd gdi ngtra thay thé trong chdc lat. Gido sw Morrison n& mét nu cuoi
hién tlr nhw mot ngwdi cha voi toi, dé toi biét la 6 ong dong tinh véi téi vé moi mat. Toi thich
Gi4o sw Morrison. Téi ciing s¢ 6ng nita, sw két hop nay hoan toan dang dé danh cho mot giang
vién dai hoc. Ong trong hao hao David Attenborough dleu do ciing tot cho moét giang vién dai
hoc, 6ng hay mdc quan nhung ké, ca vat hang dét kim, nguoi 6m nhw que cui, khac han cai bung
phe nhd chac nich trong nhw mot miéng l6t ném du’(rc cot vao bang day da dwéi chiéc 4o so' mi
ban Va khi ta dang néi thi 6ng ldng nghe chim chq, dau hoi ngang lén, nhitng ngon tay dai dan
vao nhau ki€u nha th¢ c6 mai hinh thap trwédc miéng, hét nhw cac Tri thirc hay lam trén ti vi.

Trong khi Erin dang an tuoi nudt song Chris va Giao su Morrison dang cham chu theo doj,
toi dé tAm hon treo nguoc canh ciy va nhin ra khu vuedon bén ngoai ctra so, tiép tuc nghi vé
Alice.

Khi di doc theo Ph6 Lén trén dudong vé sau budi phu dao, toi thay Rebecca hay tén-gi-do
va hai ga trong kiéu taodién- lamr01day ldc nao cing ke ke bén cb nang. Ho dang nhét to roi
vao tay nhitng nguoi mua sdm tho o va trong tich tac toi da dinh sang duong. N6i that ra tdi co
phan e de c6 nang do, nhatla sau cudc noi chuyén gan day, nhu'ng t6i da tw hira véi 1ong 1a phai
hét sirc két giao thit nhigu ban bé méi & trwdng dai hoc, ngay ca khi ho dwa ra di loai ddu hiéu
dé thé hién [a chdng thich minh cho 1dm.

“Chao dang 4y,” toi noi.

“Nit hoang Khiéu vii ddy ma! Khdée khong?” c6 nang hoi va dwa tdi mét to roi, co dong toi
tay chay Barclays.

“That ra tién hoc bong cua t¢ dang duoc giri @ mot ngan hang da quéc gia nhan dao va chu
dao khac roi!” tdi néi véi anh nhin sic bén, day nhao bang va gieu cot, nhung c6 nang khong
han dang nhin t6i ma lai quay ra phat to roi va la to “Chong nan phan biét chung toc & Nam
Phi! Ung ho tay chay. Khong mua hang h6a Nam Phi! Noi khong véi nan phan biét chung toc &
Nam Phi!...” Khi tdi da bat dau cam thay minh ciing bi tay chay va dom buéc di thi c6 nang héi,
bing giong nhé nhe hon mot ti, “Sao rdi, cau 6n dinh chwa?”

“A,6ncad. Té & chung nha voi hai thang Rupert canh ta troi danh thanh vat. Nhung trir cai
do6 ra thi moi thi cling khong té 1dm..."” t6i vira m&m thém goi y vé vu diu tranh giai cap ma co
nang quan tAm, nhung chac c6 nang nhan thiy dwoc diéu do, vi c6 nang chi nhin toi, boi réi.

“Ho déu tén 1a Rupert a?”
“Khong, bon day tén la Marcus va Josh.”
“Thé thi Rupert la ai?”

“Ho 13, ho 13, cau biét day... Rupert [2] chi con ai nita,” nhung loi phé binh nay dang bat
dau mat di {t nhidu sic bén, va tdi tw hoi thay vao do minh cé nén dé nghi phat to roi phu
khong. Roc cudc, d6 chinh la didu khién toi thdy hang hai, va téi c6 mot chu trueong khat khe la
khong an dwoc trai cdy Nam Phi, né ciing khat khe nhuw chi trueong khong dn trai cdy cua toi
vay. Nhung gi¢ thi Rebecca dang gip nhirng to roi con lai va dwa cho cac ban hoc cda c6 nang.

[2] Rupert (tzeng lIong Anh) chi nhitng thiéu nién néi tiéng vi tinh sdng tao ma thiéu nhitng
phdm chdt dan 6ng quan trong.



Du'o'c r01 phan cua t& hom nay thé la xong nhé. Gap cau ngay mai, Toby, gdp cdu sau,
Rupert...” va dot nhién toi thay minh sanh buwdc xuéng pho cung co nang, hoan toan khong biét
viéc do la chit y y cla ai nita. “Thé bay gi¢ tui minh di dau day?” c6 nang hoi, hai tay nhét su vao
tui ao khoac den vinyl.

/\"

“Dung ra, t& dang trén dwong dén Trién 1am Nghé thuit Thanh phd
“Trién ldm Nghé thudt 4?” c6 nang hoi, to vé thich thu.
“Phai, ciu biét day, t& nghi la minh cr xem cho biét thi di sao?”

C6 nang chun mii, trd 11, “Pwoc thoéi, ciing di xem cho biét’ vay!” va toi theo chan c6 nang
xuéng pho.

A, cai chiéu di-xem-thi-trién-lam- nghé-thuat- thé-nao xua nhu trai dat chinh ra lai khong
16i thoi dau nhé. Toi da chd doi dip nao dé dé thit chiéu nay, vi Southend né khong kha thi,
nhung day la mo6t phong trién [am nghé thudt ding chuin; khong khi yén lang nhw ¢ thw vién,
nhiing bang ghé& da cam thach, tay bao vé ngu ga ngu gat trén may cai ghe khong thoai mai. Ké
hoach ly tuong cua t6i la hen ho Alice & day, nhung ctr dién tap v&i ngwoi khac trudce ciing tét,
dé toi c6 thé lwong trudc nhitng phan tng tw phat ctia minh.

T61 khong ngai thu nhan rang hiéu biét cda toi vé nghé thuat tao hinh kha la nong can; thi
du nhu, toi thuong bam bung noi rang ai day trong tranh glong hét ngudi-nay-ngudi-no trén ti
vi. Ngoai ra, c6 mot s6 quy tac can phai nam r6 khi di xem trién 1am nghé thuat - dung trudrc
mdi birc tranh trong bao lau, tao ra am thanh gi, kiéu thé - nhung Rebecca va t6i dd nhanh
chong tao ra mot nhip diéu dung muc va thodi mai; khong di qua nhanh dé bi coi la néng can,
ciing khong dirng lai qua 1au dé ma thay chan chét.

Chung t6i dang budc vao phong Thé ky Mwoi tam, ding truedc mot birc tranh khéng dac
sdc 1am cua mot hoa si toi chua tirng nghe dén, bikc Lanh chiia va Nir lanh chiia ditng dwai cdy
dam chat Gainsborough.

“Phoi canh xa gan tuyét that nhi,” téi noi, nhung thu hit sy chi y cua c6 bang quy luat vat
thé tré nén nhé hon khi & xa hon thi c6 chdt tam thuong, thé nén to6i quyét dinh chon cach tiép
can mang tinh chinh tri xa hoi hon, Mac xit hon.

“Nhin khuén mat ho kia! Han 1a ho hai l1ong véi dia vi cia minh 1am!”
“Chac vay,” Rebecca dap, chang mdn ma gi lam.
“Thé khong thich nghé thuat a?”

“Di nhién la thich. Chang qua to khong nghi la chi vi mot thir dwoc ddt vao mot cai khung
lom, ma vang té hai ma t& budc phai dirng trwdc no hang gio' ma xoa cam. Y t& 13, xem cai nay
di... Tay van dé trong tui ao cO ra hiéu bang canh doi cua chiéc 4o khoac, chi chung quanh
phong mot cach manh bao “... nhiing bttc chan dung cta ,cai bon nha giau roi hoi dang ngam
nghia ctia cai bt chinh ctia m1nh nhitng birc tranh xinh xan thé hién cong viéc dong ang vat va
nhoc nhan, nhing birc tranh vé nhu'ng con heo sach sé& khong c6 vét ban nao. Y t& 1a hay nhin
nhu*ng th ky di nay xem” - c6 dy chi mot than hinh khéa than day din, hong hao, min mang
nam dai trén ghé - “tranh khiéu dam danh cho bon buén nd 1€. Vi Chia, long mu cua co ta dau
hét r6i co chi! C6 bao giv trong doi cau thdy mot ngudi dan ba khoa than g10ng nhw thé
chwa?” Toi dinh bao la chua bao gio thay dan ba khéa than, nhung lai khong mudn thdi bay di
pham chit nghé thuat cda minh, nén khe noéi. “Y té 13, dung ra thi bikc tranh dé danh cho ai nh17

“Thé cdu khong nghi nghé thuit c6 gia tri ndi tai nao day a?”

“Khong, t& khéng nghi né c6 gia tri ndi tai chi vi ai d6 & dadu dé quyét dinh goi né la ‘nghé



thuat’. Gidng nhw cai nay nay - dé 1a mot thi vé vAn ma ciu c6 thé thay trén birc twong cia Cau
lac bo Bao thu dwéi tinh...”

“Thé thi t& cho 1a néu cdch mang dén, ciu sé d6t rui chd nay...”

01 chao, ding 1a cdu c6 mot thoi quen nhod dang mén day, vo dia ca nam...” téi theo chin
co di vao mot phong ctha day tranh tinh vat, va quyet dinh dwa cudc néi chuyen ra khoi cha dé
chinh tri. “S6 nhiéu ctia ‘tinh vat’ 1a gi nhi? La ‘cdc tinh vat’ hay ‘nhitng tinh vat’?” biéu nay
khién t6i chad y ylavino la mot diéu thu vi tinh t€ c6 thé dem thao ludn trén kénh Radio 4, nhung
cO lai khong can cau.

“Véy cau theo dang phai chinh tri nao?” c6 héi.
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A, chdc kiéu nhw 12 chii nghia nhan vin tw do canh ta.
“Noi cling nhw khong...”
“A, t& khong néi l...”
“A ma cau hoc nganh gi 4y nhi?”
“Van. Anh.”
“Vdnanh la cai gi?”
“Van hoc Anh.”

“Thoi bdy gio nguoi ta goi nd nhw thé ha? Ma cai gl cuon hit cdu vao Vdnanh thé, ngoai
cai sw that do chila mot sw tron trdnh c6 loi, béo b, to tat.”

To6i chon cach phét 1o 101 binh ludn cuébi, va di thang vao bai phat biéu ti ctia minh. “A, that
tinh t& ciing khong biét phai lam gi. Té c6 kién thirc nén kha kha véi cac chirng chi O-level va
A-level, to nghi té1i lich sw, nghé thuat, hodc c6 thé 1a mot mon khoa hoc nao day C6 diéu noi Ve
van hoc dy ma, vé co ban thi né tom gon kién thirc cia tit ca cac mon hoc - nao la lich su, triét
hoc, chinh tri hoc chinh tri hoc gid1i tinh, xa hoi hoc, tam 1y hoc, ngdn ngit hoc, khoa hoc. Van
hoc1a su phan anh cé t6 chirc cia loai nguoi Ve the gioixung quanh minh, nén cling la tw nhién
khi ma suw phan anh do sé chira dung toan bo...” - 1ay hoi cai da - “... mot bo nhirng quan diém,
y twdéng, van de...

Van van, van van va van van. Hoan toan chan thanh nhé, day khong phai la lan dAu tién toi
noi nhirng dleu nay dau. Thuc té thi, toi st dung bai phat bidu ta ngan nay trong tat ca nhitng
cudc phong van vao cac trwong dai hoc va mac du khong dwoc khi thé nhu bai dién van Chiing
ta sé chién ddu trén cdc bdi bién [3] no van thu'o'ng thanh cong véi cac giang vién dai hoc, dac
biét khi di kém véi, nhw lic nay, vo dau bt tai va rat nhiéu nhing diéu bo nhan manh. T6i dua
bai phat biéu lén téi cuc diém gay choang .. nhw Hamlet da ndi vé&i Polonius trong hdi hai,
canh hai, toan la ve ‘tir ngi, tl ngtt, tr ngtt, cai ching ta goi la 'van hoc’ thyc ra chi la cong cu
cho cai du'crc miéu ta chinh xac hon la Nghién cttu vé ... Van vat.”

[3] Tén thwong goi ctia bai dién vin néi tiéng do Winston Churchill doc trwéc Ha vién Anh
ngay 4 thang Sau nam 1940.

A

Rebecca ngdm nghi vé diéu nay, gat gu ra vé nghiém trang. “Thé ha, day chac chan la mot

\

m¢ nhitng thir nhdm nhi vé van nhat ma thinh thoang té ciing nghe néi den c6 4y néi, va bat
dau b di.

“Cau nghi thé a?” t6i nodi, 16¢ cdc chay theo.

“Y té 1a sao cau khong noéi don gian 1a mudn mai diing quan trén ghé nha truedong trong ba



nam? {t ra thé cling chan that hon. Van chwong khéng day cau Ve ‘van vdt’, ma neu c6 di nira,
cling chi theo cach khong thuc té, hoi hot, vo ich nhat. Tuc 1a' bat ctr ai nghl chi can doc qua vé
Under Milk Wood la da co the hoc didu gl dé thuec tién vé chinh tri, tdm 1y hoc hodc khoa hoc thi
ding 1a ho dang noi vo van. Cll’ thw tu’(yng tuong ma xem néu ai d6 bao cau, ‘A, ngai-tén-gi-do-
o1, toi sdp stra cat bo 14 lach ctia ngai, va, thoi duoc r01 that ra tdi chwa hoc Y dén trinh do dé
dau nhung dirng lo, t6i rat thich doc Cuoc phiéu lwu ctia 6ng Pickwick [4]...7”

[4] The Pickwick Papers, tiéu thuyét ddu tién ctia Charles Dickens.
“A, nganh Y 1a mot trwong hop dic biét.”

“Thé chinh tri thi khong phai a? Con lich st? Luat? Tai sao lai khong? Boi vi dé hon a?
Khong dang phan tich sau bang a?”

“Thé sao ciu khong nghi tiéu thuyét, tho ca va kich nghé gép phan lam cho cudc s6ng c6
chat lwong va phong phti hon?”

“T¢ da khong noi vay, duwoc chua? To chac la dung nhuw thé, nhung mét ban nhac pop ba
phtt ciing lam dwoc thé, va khong ai nghi 1a can phai mat dén ndm dé hoc cdi dé dau.”

T6i chac la Alexander Pope [5] da noi gi do rat chuan dé g1a1 vay cho tdi ldc nay, nhung toi
khong tai nao nhé noi, va toi dlnh bung dung tur “thuyét vi loi” nhung cling khong chac lam.
Thé thay vao do, toi ben néi, “Chi vi mot cai gi dé6 khong thurc tién thi khong cé nghia 1a né
khong hitu dung.”

[5] Nha tho Anh ndi tiéng thé ky muwoi tam.

Nghe thé, Rebecca chun miii, va t6i nhan ra ldc nay minh dang 1am vao mot tinh huong
kho6 doi pho, vé mat ngir nghia, nén t6i quyét dinh dung chién thuit khac, va tiép tuc tin cong.

“Thé cdu dang hoc nganh gi, cai ratla hitu dung ay?”
“Luat. Nam hai.”

“Luat!... Ra vy, t& cho la luit cling hitu ich day.”

“0, ctthy vong vay di.”

Ludt chinh la Iy 1&. Néu dang trong mot phién toa, nhat dinh t6i khong mubn tranh céi voi
Rebecca Epsteln C6 nang noi nhu tat vao mat nguoi ta voi cai giong Glasgow, phun ra nhirng
cdi ki€u “Dinh nghia thuat ngit cta anh xem nao!” va “Lap ludn cua anh sdo rong qua day!”
Thuc ra gio toi cling chdng muén tranh luan vai co ay, nén toéi bén nglrng noi va ching toi lang
18 di hét Bao ‘tang Thanh phd, ngdm nghla nhing ta kinh trung bay hoa thach, dong xu La Ma
va nong cu cd xwa, Toi nght day chinh la lan dau trong cudc doi di hoc minh duvc ném trai va
co xat voi thuc tién. D nhién ccliing co nhirng tranh cai voi Erin trong gio phu dao, nhung né
cling giong nhu tro vat tay; van de chi 1a ban co thé chiu dung duworc toi dau. Véi Rebecca toi
cam thay nhw bi dam vao mat. Ngoai ra, day mai chi 13 tuan 18 thit ba, toi chac 1a réi minh sé
kha hon, va tan day long toi b1et minh c6 thé nghi ra mot ciu tra loi hung hon sic bén, ngay ca
khi néu chuyen dé khong xay ra trong vong ba dén b6n ngay nita. Lic nay thi téi quyét dinh
thir xem c6 dinh chuyén chu dé hay khong.

“Vay sau réi cdu muon lam gi?” t6i héi.
“Chuwa biét. Chung ta c6 thé di uéng gi ddy néu ciu muén...”
“Khong, y t& la sau dai hoc ay, khi ciu du diéu kién...”

“Khi da diéu kién 4? Cha biét nira. Sé c6 diéu gi diy that sw tao nén khac biét cho doi



nguoi. Té cling khong chac minh c6 mudn lam luat sw khong, nhung ma t& c6 hirng thu voi luat
nhap cw. Van phong Tu van Cong dan lam viéc tot ddy. Ciing c6 khi t& chuyén sang lam chinh
tri hodc viét bao hay cai gi ddy, nhdm gép phan thay ddi nhitng gd Bao thu dang ghét. Cau thi
sao?”.

“0, c6 khi day hoc hodc nghién ctru. L& ngé c6 khi lai viét van.”
“Cau viét cai gi thé?”

“A, chua c6 gi cd.” To6i quyét dinh thir cAch khac, va néi thém, “Chi c6 mdt bai tho ngin
thoi.”

“0, day roi. Cau 1a mot nha tho, thé ma té ching biét gi sat.” Co Ay nhin dong ho. “A, t& phai
vé day.”

“Cau séng & dau?”

“Trang vién Kenwood, cho c6 bita tiéc Am 1 4y.”
“A, cung cho v&i co ban Alice cta té hd?”
“Alice-toc-vang-xinh dep 47"

7"

“C4u ay xinh dep a? To chang dé y.” Gio toi chuyen qua thu* ap dung man nhdn nho khoi
hai kiéu hau nit quyén, nhung Rebecca chi tic ludi, cau c¢6 hdi, “Lam sao cau quen c6 & thé ha?”

“A, chung doi tuyen Thach thirc Dai hoc..” t6i noi, ti nhién nhun vai. Tiéng cwoi cda
Rebecca vang 1én ddi vao bitc twdng da clia vién bao tang.

“Cau chi duorc cai thich dua!”
“Cé gi ma buodn cudi?”

“Khoéng, khong cd gi. Xin 16i nha, t& khong biét minh dang ndi chuyén véi mot nhan vat
trén truyén hinh co diy. Ciu dang co chu'ng to cai gi vay?”

“Cau mudn no6i dén chuyén gi?”
“A, tham gia vao chwong trinh kiéu nhuw thé thi tirc 1a cAu muén chirng minh diéu gi d6.”

“To chang muon chirng minh cai gi ca! Cho vui théi. Va du sao di nita, bon t& cung chwa du
diéu kién dé tham gia cudc thi trén truyén hinh. Tudn sau bon t& méi thi vong loai.”

“Thi ddu ha? Nghe c6 vé khi khai dan 6ng phét nhi. Khac gi ciu phai mac quin 4o bao ho
hodc cai gi twong tw. Cau choi & vi tri nao vay? Trung phong? Thua thanh...?”

“Théat ra thi t& 1a dw bi dau tién.”
“A, thé thi cau khong that sw & trong doi roi.”
“Khong. Khong, t& nghi khong phai thé.”

“A, néu cau mudn té bé gdy ngon tay bdm chuodng cua dira nao day, chi can cho to biét...
Bay gio chung toi dang du'ng ¢ bac cau thang phong trién lam, va lac ching t6i budc vao trong
thi troi da bat dau toi. “Noi chuyén véi cau vui that day... Té xin 16i, t& lai quén tén ciu mat
roi.”

“Brian. Brian Jackson. Té dwa cdu vé nhé?”



“T¢ biét duong, to séng & d6 ma, nhé khong? Hen gdp sau nhé, Jackson,” co xudng cau
thang, roi duirng chan va quay dau lai. “Ma Jackson nay? Tat nhién 1a cau nén hoc bat ky mon
nao cau muon. Viéc nhan thirc va hleu duoc thit van chuwong trong sach vo hoac bat ky no luc
nghé thuat nao chinh 13 trung tam clia mot xa hoi tir té. Cau nghi tai sao sach vé lai la thir dau
tién 1a phat xit dem dot chit ha? Cau can hoc cach bao vé chinh kién t6t hon,” néi roéi cdé quay
lung, budc tirng budc ngan xuéng bac thang roi bién vao man dém.
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CAU HOI: Tlr nao géc tiéng Pirc, md ta niém vui c6 dwoc tir sw khong may ctia ké khac?
TRA LOT: Schadenfreude [1]

[1] Sw sung swéng trén néi dau khé cia ngwoi khdc.

Hom nay rét cudc vin may ciing dén véi toi. Colin Pagett Bé Buw mac bénh viém gan.

T6i biét chuyén nay vao giita gio giang vé tap Tho trit tinh cla Coleridge va Wordsworth.
Tién si Oliver da giang dwoc mot Idc, va toi dang c6 gang tap trung, c6 giang hét minh, nhung
trong tam tri toi Tho triv tinh Ja mot cai gi do giong nhu Kate Bush da hat, bai “Nguoi dan 6 ong
véi hinh dnh dira tré trong mat” [2], va d6 chinh 1a van dé chu yeu cua tdi d6i v&i van hoc lang
man; chi 13 ching khong du ldng man ma thoi. Ban cr twong la c6 ca mot dong tho tinh dé cé
thé chep vao nhirng tam thiép Valentine, nhwng nhin chung thi chiing toan néi vé hé nuwérc,
binh dwng tro hoa tang va nguoi di thu gom dia.

[2] Nguyén vdn: “The Man with the child in his eyes”.

Qua nhiing diéu téi c6 thé lwom Idt tir Tién si Oliver, m01 quan tAm cht yéu cda Tam hon
Lang man 1a 1) Thién nhién 2) M&i quan hé gitra con nguoi voi thién nhién 3) Sw that va 4) Cai
dep, nhuwng nguoc lai toi co xu hudng huwéng tng nhiéu nhit véi dong tho khai thac nhitng dé
tai nhw a) Chua o1i, em xinh that da b) Anh thich em, xin hay hen ho véi anh dwoc khong c)
Hen ho véi em that thdt la tuyét voi va d) Sao em lai khong mudn hen ho v6i anh nita? Chlnh
nho xtr ly duoc nhlrng deé tai nay mot cach kin dao va squ sac ma dong tho cua Shakespeare va
Donne tré nén trit tinh va xdic dong long nguoi nhat & nwdc Anh day nhitng luat 1é nay. Toi
ngam nghi dau dé cho bai luin khai sang sap tdi va dang dinh dit 1a Hwéng dén dinh nghia vé
“Ldng man’, nghién ciru bwéc diu vé “chdt triv tinh” trong tho cua Coleridge va Donne hoac
tuong tu th1 vira hay lam sao, t6i thay khudén mat ctia Alice Harbinson xuat hién truwéc cira
gidng duong.

Moi nguoi nhin 1€n, ho nhin thi ciing cha sao, nhung hinh nhw nang dang dit dir ngon tay
chi vao t6i, va nhép miéng noi diéu gl do. Toi chi vao minh va nang lat dat gat dau, ctai xubéng
that nhanh viét gi d6 vao to gidy A4 r6i 4n nd 1én clra kinh.

“Brian, Minh Can Ciu - Khdn cdp,” t& gidy viét thé.

bé quan hé u? Toi tw héi. Chac khong dau, mdc du vay, rd rang toi khong con lya chon nao
khac ngoai viéc di ra, vi vdy toi gom sach vo tai lidu lai mot cach kin ddo, cti nguoi xudng va
hwéng ra ctra. Tién si Oliver, that ra 1a ca hdi trwdng, nhin vé phia toi.

“Xin 16i thay - em c6 hen véi bac st a,” toi noi, va dit tay 1én nguc, nhu muon nhan manh la
minh cé thé lan dung ra chet bat dac ky tir day nay. Du sao, Tién si Oliver khong cé vé ban tam
gl nhiéu ma tiép tuc giang vé Tho Trit tinh, toi Ién ra ngoai hanh lang gap Alice, mdt nang lic
nay da dé birng, mo hoi nhé nhai, nang thé khong ra hoi nhung ma that dang yéu.

“Xin 16i, xin 101, xin 16, xin 16i...” nang th hén hén.
“Khong sao, c6 chuyén gi vay?”

“Ching t& can ciu! Cho vong xét tuyén chiéu nay.”



“That khong? Nhung Patrick néi té khong nén quay ray...”
“Colin kKhong thé thi dwoc - ciu iy bi viém gan.”

“Cau dua t& ddy a!” Tat nhién, t6i khong dam tay vao khong khi hay lam dong tac an mung
nao ca, vi t01 hoan toan thich Colin va lo cho cu ta that, that dy ma, thé 1a toi to ra lo lang va
hoi tham ‘Cau ay c6 sao khong?”

“Hoan toan khong sao. Khong nghiém trong, viém gan A a ay ma. bung la cau ay trong co vé
vang vang, nhung sé on thoi, on ca théi. Co diéu nhu thé nghia la cqu dwoc vao doi! Ngay bay
gio!” va chung toi lam vai dong tac nho nho thé hién su ndn néng gianh chién thing, ching cé
gi suéng sa ca, roi chay ao dén Hoi Sinh vién.

Co nhitng thoi dlem ma dwong nhw chinh thanh twu cua nhan loai lai mé rong thém quan
niém cua chung ta Ve kha ndng cua con nguoi - chang han nhu tac pham diéu khac cda Bernini
hay Michelangelo, v& bi kich ctia Shakespeare hay tu tdu dan ddy cua Beethoven. Va trua nay,
trong cai quan bar sinh vién khéng mot bong nguoi, vi mot vai nguyén nhan khong thé giai
thich cho hop ly - s6 phdn, hay may man, ban tay vd hinh ctia Chiia, hay mot sw chiéu ¢4 - toi
dwong nhw da biét moi thit.

“Néu Adenine cap véi Thymine thi Cytosine cap véi...?"
Biét. “Guanine.”

“Tén day du cuta to chirc trao giai Oscar?”

Biét. “Vién Han 1am Khoa hoc va Nghé thuat Dién anh.”

“Pung. Say, bui rim, didm lay va rirng déu la tén cac loai ctia ho Sylviidae, tén phd bién hon
cua honayla...?”

Biét. “Chim chich?”

“Pung. Tén that Roberta Joan Anderson?”
Biét. “Joni Mitchell.”

“Pung.”

Ban t6 chirc Thdch thirc Pai hoc da cty Julian t&i, mot thanh nién ndi nang nho nhe, lich sy,
khoang hai mwoi lam tudi, mac 4o c6 chir V va thit ca vat; dai khai la ban sao cua Bamber
Gascoigne. Thé 1€ cudc thi rat dé hiéu - bon muoi cau hoi trong vong mudi lam phit, khong co
doi thu, duwoc phep thao ludn - xem ching tdi cé dat yéu cau dé€ xudt hién trong vong chung két
chiéu trén truyen hinh hay khong. Va ching toi dat. O, chung tdi dat that. Trén thuc té, toi
khong ngai khi ndi rang chung toi néng long lam roi.

“Mo6t nhan vat tir thé ky muwoi hai, hoang hau cua Phap va Anh, la nguoén cam hing cho
nhiéu bai tho cta Bernard de Ventadour mdt nha tho trung dai?”

“Eleanor xr Aquitaine,” toi dap.

“Gwom, gwom da - lam on thong qua doi trwdng cai da, duwoc cht?” Patrick rit 1én gian dit.
“Nay, Brian, lam sao ciu biét ha?”

T6i biét ciu tra lod that, vi Katharine Hepburn da dong vai ba a ay trong bo phim gay nhiéu
tranh cai thuong duoc chleu trén ti vi vao trwa Chu nhat, nhung t6i khéng noi cho anh ta biét
diéu do, toi chi gat dau ra vé nghiém trang va noi, mat ma to, “Toi chi... biét the théi,” nhw thé
cai nang luc chinh phuc thé gidi tuyét voi, tuyét dsi tir kién thirc phé quat cda toi 1a mét diéu



bi 3 an, ngay ca véi toi vay. Dy ngo vuec, Patrick nhin _sang Lucy Chang dé xac minh, nhung cé
nang chi nhtin vai, thé 1a anh ta bén tra I “Eleanor ctia xit Aquitaine?”

“bung,” Julian néi.

Cam thay mot ban tay dang nam chit cAnh tay minh, toi lién li€c sang phai, Alice dang ng01
doé mim cuoi voi to, mat mé to day ngac nhién. b6 1a cau tra loi ding thi chin lién tlep, va toi
dang cam thay diéu ma Jesse Owens [3] at han da cam thay ¢ o Thé vin hoi Berlin nam 1936.
Nhitng ngwoi khac khong co kha ndng dat duoc diéu do, ngay ca Lucy Chang, va dot nhién bénh
viém gan cua Colin Pagett nhw thé lai la diéu tot nhat xay dén véi tat ca moi ngudi trir Colin
Pagett, b&i vi c6 vé 1a toi biét moi diéu vé moi thir that.

[3] Jesse Owens la vdn déng vién dién kinh ngwoi My thanh céng nhdt trong Thé vdn héi Mua
hé tai Berlin ndm 1936, anh gianh dwoc bén huy chwong vang.

“Duong vi tuyén nao dugc chon tai hoi nghi Postdam nam 1945 lam dwong phan chia
ranh gi¢i cia Nam Triéu Tién va Bic Triéu Tién?”

T6i that tinh khong biét cau tra loi, nhung khong sao, ching tdi da cé Lucy.
“Vi tuyén ba mwoi tam?”
“Pung.”

Va chuyén cr thé tiép dién - Andalucia - dung, 1254 - ding, canxi cacbonat - dung, Ford
Madox Ford - ding. Di nhién, néu chuyén nay thét su dién ra trén ti vi, chac han toan quéc sé
pha1 sltng so, nhirng cai nia gam day banh nuwéng sé bi khung lai khi dang & gitta dwong dua
vao miéng nguoi xem trong sw kinh ngac dén nghet thé. thng Kkhong, n6 chi dien ra trong
mot quan bar sinh vién vang 1 tanh nong nac mui bia va thuéc 14, vao lac ba gior chleu mot ngay
thit Ba cla thang Muoi mot am uét, va khong c6 ai theo doi, tham chi nhirng nguoi quét don
cling vay, mot ngudi trong s6 ho da bit diu hit bui cac tAm tham cta quan.

“U'm, c6 1& chiing ta nén...” Julian Iam bam.

Patrick nhay dung Ién va la hét day gian di.

“Nay nhé! CHUNG TOI PANG CO GANG THI VA PANG CHAY PUA VO'1 THO'I GIAN PAY!”
“Cai do6 1am sau ciing dwoc ma!” ngwoi quét don néi, van tiép tuc hat bui.

“ANH NAY NAY...” Patrick 16n tiéng, chi tay vao Julian, gidng nhw mot nha tién tri ciia Kinh
Cyu wéc “... PAPUQC TRU SO CUQC THI THACH THU'C PAT HOC O MANCHESTER CU’ PEN DAY
PAY!” va vi mot ly do nao dé, hinh nhw cau néi nay dwoc viéc, vi ngwdi quét don da tit may hut
bui, Jam bam di dé gat tan.

Tré lai voi cudce thi. Toi tw hoi 18 nao cau than chu da bi pha v, va khong biét chung toi co
the gitr the thing mii khong, nhung toi khoéng can lo lAng vi cAu héi ke tiép la vé viéc chon tau
cua nguoi dwoc phat hién tai Suffolk vao nam 1939, vu phat kién nay dem dén hiéu biét sau
sdc vé nhitng nghi thirc chén cat cd xua.

Biét.
“Vung Sutton Hoo,” toi dap.
“Dl’lng."

“Cudc kiém tra tAm ly qua mau vé&t muc,” toi tra loi.



“Pung.”

“Biéumé...” Lucy tra loi.
“Pung.”

“Uganda?” Patrick noi.

“Khoéng, t6i nght la nwdc Zaire...” t6i ndi, va Patrick cau kinh nhin t6i hét nhw Caligula [4]
Vl da ddm nghi ngd uy quyén cda anh ta, sau dé quay lai phia Julian va trd 1oi chac nich
“Uganda.”

[4] Gaius Julius Caesar Augustus Germanicus, thuong dwgc goi voi biét hiéu Caligula, la
hoang dé La Md thir ba thudc triéu dai Julio- Claudla tri vi ttr ndm 37 dén ndm 41 Céng nguyén,
néi tiéng la mét ldnh chiia déc tai dién cudng.

“Sai roi. That ra do la Zaire,” Julian ndi, cwdi an i toi. Toi nghi da thay mit Patrick hoi giat
giat mot cach khong tw chy, nhu'ng t6i da qua chin chin de ma ha hé vé diéu do, vi rot cudc,
Patrick a, d6 khong phai Ia hanh dong ghi diém nhoé nhat cia mét ca nhan, tat ca 1a vi dong doi,
do dan...

“Chim sé nudi,” t6i dap.

“Pung.”

“ala dong dw cia b theo médun m ding khong?” Lucy thi thao.
“bung.”

“Luat han ché nhip khau ngii c6c,” Patrick la 1én.

“Pung.”

“The Woodlanders clia Thomas Hardy,” toi dé xuat.

“Pung.”

“Buster Keaton?” Alice goi y.

“Khong, té nghi d6 1a Harold Lloyd,” toi néi, mdt cach tir tdn nhung chac chan.
“Dwoc roi, Harold Lloyd?” Alice dap.

“bung. Ky sw hang khong nao mat vao nam 1937, vai nam trwdce khi ban thiét ké noi tiéng
nhit clia ong bat dau théng tri bau troi trong sudt cudc chién cia...?”

“R.J. Mitchell,” toi dap.
“Cdi gi?” Patrick hoi.

“RJ. Mitchell, nguoi thiét ké may bay Spitfire.” T6i nh¢ dwogc cai tén nay la do to quang cao
trén cai hop ctia bd 1ap rap Airfix ti 1é 1/12, va t6i biét minh ding, d6 1a RJ. Mitchell, nhat dinh
roi, chic chin thé. thng Patrick hién dang nhin tdi, cau may nhw thé anh ta dang hd héi, dang
khao khat chor toi bi sai. “La R.J. Mitchell day - tin t& di.”

“R.J. Mitchell?” anh ta guwong dap.

“bung,” Julian noi, gio thi khong thé khong mim cuoi roi. Patrick nheo mat nhin t6i, nhung
Lucy thi ngd ngudi vé phia trwdc anh ta va ra diu véi tdi bang cach gio ngdn tay cai len con



Alice, a, Alice trwot ban tay ra sau t6i va ddt 1én chd that lung toi, noi chiéc 4o so mi bi 10i ra
khéi quan jean.

“Duwoc roi, cau hoi cudi; kim loai cé tinh sit tir thudc nhom VIII trong bang tudn hoan cac
nguyén to hoa hoc, dwoc nha héa hoc Thuy Pién Georg Brandt tach ra vao nam 1735, dwoc st
dung dé san xuit ho'p kim c6 tinh tir va chiu nhiét?” Thanh that ma noi, bang tuan hoan cac
nguyén t6 hda hoc ciia toi hoi bi hoen gi, va tdi chdng biét ti gi vé cau nay c3, nhung khong hé
gi vi lai mot Ian nita Lucy Chang da biét.

“Coban,” c6 tra loi.

“Pung.” Cudc thi chdm dit, ching toi nhdy 1én v6 vao lung nhau, Alice 6m chim ldy toi, va
tir chd wot dAm trén lung toi nhan ra minh da d6 mo hoi hét nhw con ngua dua.

Nhung Julian hang giong va noi, “A, diém s6 chung cudc cua cac ban la ba muoi chin trén
tong s6 bon mwoi, mot diém so that sy tuyét voi, va toi vui mung thong bao rang cac cau nhat
dinh s& c6 mat trong cudc tranh tai Thdch thitc Pai hoc nim nay!”

Va dadm dong, néu c6 mot dadm dong, chic han ho sé reo ho dién dai cho xem.
Bén ngoai toa nha Hoi Sinh vién tit cd bon ti déu bat tay véi anh chang Julian tré tudi,
chic anh ta quay lai Manchester thuong 10 binh an, hen gdp lai anh vao ngay 15 thang Hai, xin

gui nhing loi chuc tot dep nhat dén 6ng Bamber, ha-ha, réi tat ca ching t6i dimg canh nhau
trong rang chiéu, chang biét tiép theo day phai lam gl.

“Thé thi... di uéng bia chic mirng nhé!” tdi noi, thich thi mudn kéo dai dw vi chién thing.

“Sao? Vao lac bon gior chiéu dy a?” Patrick gian dit noi, lam nhuw toi vira moi moi nguoi
quay lai cho toi dé hat heroin hay rwou cheé trac tang khong bang

“Khong duoc dau, xin 16i nhé, mai c6 bai kiém tra,” Lucy néi.

“T¢ ciing khong di dwoc ludn,” Alice noi, va c6 mot khoang lang cho doi ngan ngui trong
khi moi nguoi dang ban khoin khong biét nang dinh dwa ra nguyén nhan gi.

Nang chang ban tam dén viéc do, thé 1a t6i bén néi, “Puoc roj, to di cung duong voi cau, to&
s€ dua cau ve nha.” Ching toi cat ero'c va toi c¢6 nghi ra mot 10 gidi thich hop Iy cho viéc minh
dang di hoan toan sai huéng.

“Nay, sao0 ma cau gioi thé& ha!” nang néi, khi ching tdi bing qua c6ng vién dan dén ky tuc
x4 cla nang. “Cau thu vi that diy.”

“A,r, cAm on nhé. Cau cling vay ma.”

“Oi dao, vé van. Té chang c6 ich gi cho ddi ca. Luc d4u té vao duoc ddi chang qua vi ciu
tuon cho té dap an thoi.”

“0,1am gi c6 chuyén day,” toi ndi, mac du dung thé that.
“Ma lam sao ciu biét nhitng cai d6 thé?”

“Phi hoai tuoi xuan!” t6i dap, nhung nang khong hiéu, nén t6i bén noi tié€p, “Té cho 1a minh
chi c6 kha nang nhé nhitng kién thirc vo bo, chi vay théi.”

“Cau nghi c6 mot thi nhw thé that a? Nhw ki€u kién thirc vé b ay?”

“A. Thinh thoang t& con mong la minh chua tirng hoc cach dan bang kim maoc,” toi noi, va
Alice pha 1én cudi. RS rang nang tudng tdi dang dua, c6 16 nhw thé 13 tot nhat. “Va & clia nhlrng



bai nhac pop, nhiéu lic té nghi té c6 thé doan ma khong can biét qua nhiéu loi nhac pop...”
“Ctr cho t6i nhitng qud tdo 16m dém nhwng xin hdy git lai chim chéc va nhiing chti ong...?”
Bi&t bai nay.
“‘Chiéc taxi mau vang to 16n’ ctia Joni Mitchell,” ti noi.
“Ttr do thi Ibizato téi viing song sudi Norfolk Broads...”
Bai nay ciing biét.
“‘Swsong trén Sao Hoa’, ca si Bowie,” toi noi.

“Puoc r01 xem nao, mot bai maoi nhé. Nang cé xwong go md cao, déi mat téi 16i va nang
dwoc khai sdng vé tinh duc cua Cosmopolitan..

o«

Di nhién, t6i biét ciu tra loi, nhwng t6i im lang mot hoi ra vé khong biét, réi ndi, “ ‘Lan da

hoan hao’, Lloyd Cole va nhém Commotions?”

rrrrrrp

“Chua o1, cdu gioi qua xadaaaa,” nang noi roi, ky la 1am sao, nang nam 14y tay téi, va chiing
toi di dao bang qua cong vién khi mat troi dang dan l3n.

“Puwoc roi, dén lwot té. Doan nhé...”
Thé l1a t6i nghi mét lic, hit mot hoi sdu réi noi,

“Anh thay hai ngdi sao vut sang dém qua/ Anh wéc voi hai vi sao nhung do chi la nhitng vé
tinh/ Thdt sai ldm khi nguyén wéc véi nhikng vdt vé tri trong khéng trung/ Anh wéc, anh wérc,
anh wéc em déy dén anh.”

Va cé vé chuyén thé 1a trot lot, theo cai nghia nang khong phat 61 va n6n vao t6i ngay tai
chd. Vang, toi biét minh phai tw cdm thay xau ho, va toi, toi thay the that Du vay, cé ve nang
tlep nhan chuyén d6 mot cach kha ngay tho, suy nghi mot hoi va néi “Billy Bragg - bai ‘Mot
nuwéc Anh méi mé’.”

“Trung phoc,” toi noi.
“Pep ma, dung khong?”

“Té cling nghi vay,” va chiing t6i tha bo trén con duong c6 hang cay rgp mat, anh den vang
cam nhip nhay khi chiing t6i di ngang qua, giong nhw cai san nhay phat sang trong cudn video
Billie-Jean. Trong gidy phut nay day, toi chot nght ching toi rat giong | tdm anh den tring trén
bia cua album tuyén tap Nhitng ban tinh ca bat hu cua hdang Ronco gom bon dia dwoc quang
cao trén ti vi. Phia trwérc la mot dong la méi roi phu day mat dat c6 mau ndu do6 nhat, ndu vang
nhat va vang, t6i huwéng nang nhin vé phia chiing, néi “E, chiing minh cting d4 déng I4 kia di!”

“Khong lam thi tot hon. Hay c6 phin ché trong diy,” nang dap.
Va toi phai thira nhan dé ma nang c6 ly lam.

Mot lat sau ching t6i dd quay Ve trang vién Kenwood. Nang nam canh tay toi su6t ca doan
du'o'ng, diéu nay phai c6 mot y nghia gi d6 ch nhi, thé la t6i bao gan héi, “Nay, thi Ba tuan téi
cau dinh lam gi?”

Phai c6 mot con mat day kinh nghiém nhw t6i mé&i nhin thay mot tia nhin hoang mang
thoang vut qua trén khudn madt Alice Harbinson, nhung khong sao ca, nd chi thoang qua trong
tich tac, trwde khi nang ngd ngang nhin, va goé gé ngdn tay vao cam. “Th Ba tuan... tdi 4? Dé



xem nao...” nang néi. Nhanh Ién, Alice, nghi ra mdét cai c& nao doé di, co6 gai nhanh nhen, coi nao,
nghi di, nghi di...

“Chi 1a sinh nhit [in th muwodi chin cha té thoéi, cau biét diy. Cai tudi Mot-Chin!...” va toi
ngung lai di 1au cho nang mu quang di vao cai by tdi giing ra.

“Va ciu c6 mot bira tiéc! A t& thich dén...”

“Thyc ra, khong co tiéc tung g, to khong quen nhiéu ban bé dé ma mé& mot bira tiéc.
Nhung t& nghl c6 khi chiing minh chi di ra ngoai... dn t6i hay lam gi d6 dwoc khéng nhi?”

“Chi c6 cau vdi té a?” nang mim cwdi. Phai néi nhw thé nao nhi “ha hoc” hay “nhéch mép”?
“Chi c6 t& véi cau thoi...”

“Duorc,” nang dap, nghe nhu c6 hai tir. “Duw. Ugc. Sao khong nhi? Phai roi! Sé rat tuyét day!
Sé vui lJAm day!” nang thot Ién.

Va no sé tuyét. Tuyét va vui. Té6i quyét tdm la né sé Tuyét va Vui.
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CAU HOLI: Laguno, Vellus (ngan mem va khong sac to) va Ferminal (ctirng dai va c6 sac td)
1a nhitng thuat ngtt dung dé mo ta cac giai doan phat trién khac nhau ctia bd phan nao trén co
thé con nguori?

TRA LO'L: Long.

Hom nay 1a mot ngay ddc biét, khong chi la sinh nhat thi muoi chin, nam cudi cung cia
tudi thiéu nién, khéi dau cho giai doan trwong thanh, tuoi thanh nién mai la day hao hic - trong
cudc doi Brian ]ackson ma ddy con 1a ngay hen ho an t8i lang man chi c6 hai nguoi, toi va Alice
Harbinson, va nhw mdt mon qua sinh nhat dac biét cho ban than, cho Alice, va cho thé gidi, toi
quyét dlnh thay déi han hinh twong ctia minh.

That sy thi viéc nay dang 1& phai lam lau lam r6i. Nhiéu nghé si vi dai, chang han nhu
David Bowie hoic Kate Bush gitr viing dia vi cua minh bang cach lién tuc thay doi thai do va
dién mao, nhu'ng cong bang ma noi gan day trong toi c6 vé hoi lac hau. Toi khong dinh lam
diéu gl thai qua, khéng dinh bat dau mic 4o nit len, lam anh hung hoac tr¢ thanh ké lwdng tinh
hodc cai gl twong tu, nhung t6i dinh cit téc. Khong, khong chi cat ngan. Cdt kiéu co.

No6i that thi dau téc thwong 1a nguyén nhan gay tranh cai. Glong nhw viéc dung gel, rira mat
hay thoa son, & Truong Pho thong Hon hop Langley, viéc cit toc tao kiéu thu’ong bi xem la c6
chiat éo uot. Piéu do co nghia la mai cho dén hom nay ¢ dau toi van bt xtt véi kiéu téc v danh,
khong cé kiéu ~dang rd rang, téc ru thang xudng qua mit, co a0, hoi quan trong mat vé sinh va
10i ra hai tai nén nhin dau toi tréng chang khac nao mot cai chuong to hodc 13, nhu Tone hin sé&
mo ta, dau clia tay nam cra.

Nhung hom nay tat ca nhirng chuyén do sé ket thuc, bdi vi toi da dé mat dén Cutz, mot
thdm my vién nam nir - khong phai tiém hot toc - co bé ngoai wa nhin. N6 hién dai ma khong
cach tan, va hoan toan nam tinh, sach s&, véi nhitng cudn tap chi The Face va id dé doc, thay vi
mot dong bao Razzle va Mayfair quan mép, dinh day toc. Toi dd noi chuyén voi mot thanh nién
tlr t€ tén Sean, mot anh chang toc hii cua deo mot bén khuyén tai va c6 cach x sw rat-con-
trai, anh ta bao s& lam téc cho toi lic mudi gio.

Di nhién, dat khing khlep, nhung t6i da c6 nam bang me glri qua buu dién sang nay (nhet
vao mot cai thiép mat trwéc cé hinh cac ciu thi béng da - Dwng tiéu xai hoang phi day!”), va
nam bang tr Nana Jackson danh cho budi t&i lang man hai nguoi toi nay, nén toi cdm thay kha
rung rinh va dwong hoang khi ho hitng budc vao tiém Cutz, la vi khach dau tién trong ngay. Toi
tién dén ché dam nhan vién dang tu tap quanh ban tiép tin, udng ca phé va hut Silk Cut.

“Hen luc 10 gio? Voi Sean? Tén Jackson?”

Bon ho deu nhin 1én, nghia quan 4o va dau téc toi, sau d6 nhin xudng theo kiéu "khong-
nén-dinh-vao” , ngoai trtr c6 tlep tan, c6 ta di toi va kiém tra s6 hen. Mac du vay, toi khong thay
Sean dau. Anh ban méi Sean ciia tdi dau roi nhi?

“H6m nay Sean khong dén lam,” cd ta noi.
“O,théa...?”
“Nhung ma Nicky c6 thé cat téc cho ciu. Anh ta la tho hoc viéc. Puoc chi?”

Toi ddi theo 4nh mat co ta nhin vao géc nha noi c6 mot ciu trai giy tro xwong dang mién



cuwdng quét dong tdc cat toi qua. Nicky diy w? Ciu ta trong chi khoang sau tudi.
“Tho hoc viéc 4?” toi thi thao.

“Anh ta ciing giong Sean thoi, chi la re hon mét chut”, c6 ti€p tin vui vé néi, nhung ngay
dén c6 ta cling con biét do la chuyen may rui.

Ban c6 biét 1a & mién Vién Ty, khi mot toan cao bdi vao mot nha thd, va anh chang thu
Iinh phal chon c6 gai di€ém ma anh ta thich nhat, ltc nao cling sé c6 mot co trong sexy voi mot
cai ndt rudi xinh dep, mot c6 ro rang trong hap dan hon may c6 khac, nhu'ng co béoucich hoac
gay tro xwong hodc gia nhan nheo, hodc c6 mot cai chan 80, hodc mot ndt rudi trén mai, hodc
mot con méit gia, di nhién chang cao b01 thu'ong chon c6 hap dan nhat ding khong? U’m toi
khong thé khong thay 4i ngai thay cho cdm xtc ctia mdy co gai di€m khac. Toi biét mai dam I
sai trai, nhung cai kiéu nhun vai ddy that vong, cam chiu ma cac c6 gai diém bj khach chéi tir
thé h1en ra khi quay lai chlec ghe dai cho thay rang mac du tét hon 1a ho khong nén doi tinh
duc 1ay tién thay vi tinh yéu véi mot gi cao bdi xa la, nhuwng chdc hdn néu dwoc dé nghi lam thé
thi van t6t hon. Va do6 chinh 1a cach nhin ma Nlcky Hoc Viéc dang trao cho t6i. Toi khong thé
khuérc tir Nicky, boi vi anh ta chinh 13 ¢6 gai diém c6 cai chan goé.

“T6i dam chac la Nicky s€ lam tot!” t6i vui vé ndi, va Nicky nhin vai, dit choi xudng, cim
kéo 1én, san sang cat téc cho toi.

Ho dem Ién cho t6i mot loai ca phé doc dao dung trong binh c6 tay cim, va ching toi co
cai hinh nhw duoc goi 1a “tw van”. Cai nay ding la danh dé, vi toi khong that sur c6 di von tir.
T61 nghi toi viéc dem theo mot tAm anh dai khai dé ho trg vé nhin quan, nhlrng néu toi trung
ra mot tAm anh ctia David Bowie hoic Sting hay Harrison Ford, ho chi cwdi vao mit to6i ma
thoi.

“CAu mudn cat kiu gi? Binh thuwong a?”
“Khéng biét. Ki€u binh thwong la sao?”
“Ngan-sau-va-hai bén.”

Khong, thé khong dep - nghe lac hau qua di. “That ra toi thién veé kiéu dé dai & trén, téc
x6a ré ngoi trai, roi chai ra sau, ngan & trén 16 tai va ding sau hon.”

“Cao & sau ha?”

“Chi mot it thoéi.”

“Giéng trong Brideshead Revisited ha?”

“Khong!” toi bat cwdi, cé nghia la déong y.

“A, thé thi khac gi dau?”

Binh tinh ndo. “Um.”

“...vi cai cu vira m&i mo ta chinh 1a ngan-sau-va-hai bén.”
“Vay ha? Thé thi duoc thoi, ngan-sau-va-hai bén.”

“Co gdi dau khong?” cau ta dé nghi, cdam m¢ toc gitra ngon tro va cai voi ve ghé tom, giong
nhw mot ngwoi dang cam mot to khan gidy do ban vay.

C6 dat hon khéng nhi? “Thoi, khoi, viy 1a dwoc roi, cam on.”



“Caula sinh vién a?”
“Phai!”
“Poan vay.”

Va thé la bat dau. Anh chang Nicky tre tu01 that ra cling kha khéo 1éo vo¢1i cay kéo, néu so
voi cay keéo bang nhwa c6 dau bo tron anh ta str dung lan gan day nhat, va chang bao lau anh ta
nhao vao day hao hlrng, khi ban “Purple Rain” dwoc bat to véi dan am thanh noi. Trong khi do
tdi ngo6i doc The Face va Vo hiéu ndi dung to tap ch1 vo khong lo lang gl vé mai toc cua minh, 0
khong, khong hé, ngay ca khi Nicky 1a tho hoc viéc. Tho' hoc viéc gi nhi? Tho hoc viéc sita dng
nwéc? Stra d1en7 Chay may tién? Toi dang xem mot bai bao vé treot vdn ma ching nhoi nhét
duoc gl hét, nén thay vao do chi nhin nhitng nguoi mau trong may birc anh chup thoi trang, tat
ca déu gay tong teo, 4i nam ai nit, hé nguc va c6 dang vé ué oai sau khi giao hop, hét thay bon
ho déu ché nhao t6i, nhw thé ché nhao nhirng gl Nicky dang lam voi mai toc t6i, va bay gio cai
tong do dién da tit, anh ta dang dung kéo tia toc & gay toi. Tho hoc viéc xén 16ng ctu? Toi
nguoc nhin 1én tir t& The Face, nhin vao guwong, va trong... dep that, gon gang va moi me, co su
sua sang nhung ty nhién. Trong toi on. Thuec ra thi, toi nghl day co & chinh la kiéu téc danh
riéng cho minh, kiéu téc hoan hao, kiéu téc ma toi da doi cho trong su6t cudc doi minh. Nicky,
toi rdt xin 16i vi da tirng nghi ngo anh...

Nhung anh ta Van t1ep tuc cit. Gidng nhu khi ban vira veé du*crc mot kiét tac ¢ trwong tiéu
hoc, va gido vién néi “Dirng lai ngay di, con lam hong bay gio” - Nlcky dang lam hong no! Anh
ta dang tao ra nhitng duong dao cao sat mang tai toi, anh ta cao gay cao lén dén mirc phan toc
dai & dinh dau trong hét nhu mot bo toc gid. They hoc viéc cat cé a? Hay tho hoc viéc giét mo &
hang thit? T6i mudn nhao téi va giut soi day cap dién ra khoi tuong, nerng khong thé, toi chi
bén quay lai cam ldng nhin vao to The Face, c6 bai bao gi d6 noi ve ki€u khiéu vil cuong nhiét
clia ngwoi My da den & cac trung tam mua sam & Basingstoke, va chd doi tiéng ré ré dirng lai.

Cudi cung thi anh ta ciing dirng lai. “Gel hay sap?” Anh ta hoi.

Chua o1, gel hay sap ay a? Lam sao ma toi biét duoc. * “Tui trum dau luén” co phai la mot
lwa chon khong7 T6i chua bao gio dung sap, thé 1a toi bao sap, va anh ta m& mot hop xi giay
nhd, cha thir gi d6 nhu kiéu mé& lon vao tay, réi vudt ngdén tay 1én nhitng gi con lai ctia mai toc
toi.

RG rang la t6i da xa, xa that xa khoi Brideshead. Trong t6i nhu Winston Smith. Trong t6i
nhw mot con tho bi vat long Trong tdi c6 vé hom hem v&i déi mat mé to, bd dang ho lao va hoi
bi dién. Nicky lay tdm _guong va cho toi thay phan gy, noi cai tong do dlen da lam 16 ra canh
tuong trén Sao Hoa véi nhirng vét theo va nhot ma t6i tham chi con khong biét dén su ton tai
ctia chiing cho dén gio, mot trong s6 chiing dang rué'm mau.

“Nghi sao ha?” Nicky hai.
“Hoan hao!” toi nai.

Gio thi toi da pha hong mai téc cua minh, ding luc phai chon mét nha hang cho bira toi
lang man hai nguoi. Mot lan nika, khong ai day ban cach chon nha hang, va toi cling chua bao
gior dén mot nha hang ding nghia véi mot nguwoi nao khac trudc day, chu yéu chi c6 udng ca
phé va an ca ri voi mon Tau cung Spencer va Tone, ma & nhing noi 4o, thwong thi kiéu két
thdc truyén thong cia mot bira an khong phal 1a rwgu cognac va mot diéu xi ga hdo hang, mala
canh Tone la lén “Chay!” Thé nén téi lam viéc nay dwa vao ban ning hon 1a kinh nghiém, nhung
van theo sat mot s6 nguyén tic co ban.

Trudc tién, khong ca ri, phong truong hop tinh hinh tré nén say dam. Hon nita, chang c6 gi
dac biét hay ho khi ngoi d6 véi ddi twong minh sung bai, phay phay tay trwedc miéng nhw dinh



néi “Quy tha ma bat, cay thé chir lai!” Thi nhi, cO gang tranh cic nha hang nam _trong nhirng
khu bach héa tong hop hoac siéu thi. Toi tung dai Janet Parks mot bita trua ngoi-an-ngon-lanh
& Bach héa Gia dinh Anh Basildon, va to1 khong nghi chuyén that sw da dién ra tot dep. N6i
chung, nén tranh viéc mang thtrc dn cta ban trén mot cai khay vé ban; hay nhé, nit boi ban
khéng phdai 1a xa x1 pham Thir ba, dung qua khoa trwong. Trong con béc dong toi da noi véi
Alice la sé dua co ay dén Bradley’s Bistro, mot quan kha sang, nhung toi da dén xem thuc don
va né qua la dit, nén chung t6i tinh di chd nio ma két hop duwgc mon an ngon véi dang- dong-
t1en Tham chi tinh ca 5 bang cua Nana Jackson, toi chi c6 12 bang cho bita toi hai ngwoi, gom
ca rwgu vang, hai mon chinh va mét mén trang miéng véi hai cai mudng,

bi quanh pho nhin vao cra s6 cac nha hang, toi bat gap hinh anh mai t6c méi ciia minh,
khudn mat toi trong nhw dang bi am anh va so¢ hai. Thir sap toc do ciing dé té. Ho khién ban
nghi 1a n6 c6 thé cho ban quyén klem soat, nhu*ng tat ca nhing gi no6 lam ldc nay 1a khién cho
phan téc ngang tran toi dinh bét vao va ri xuong tran, hét mot con mong bién dinh dau. C6 1&
dwdi 4nh nén trong sé dé hon. Mién 1a né khong bi chay

T6i dao quanh cac nha hang trong mot khu reé tién c6 vé nha qué trong thi trin, va cudi
cung dua ra quyét dinh - mdt nha hang Y truyén thong tén la Pizza Plaza Lu1g1 Nha hang co
mon hamburger, swon nuwdng, ca trich nho chién gion, c6 khan trai ban ke 6 do, nén dat trong
chai ruwgu vang du¢i hang nui sap do, banh mi gion tan tang kem va cOi xay tiéu to trén moi
ban, thé 1 t6i dit ban hai ‘nguoi, lac 8 rudi, tén Jackson, véi mot nguoi dan 6ng mat do gay,
mong tay do ban ong ta c6 thé ma ciing c6 thé khong phai I Luigi, cai tén duoc dit cho quan,
sau d6 quay vé phong tro.
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CAU HOI: Mot loai vai chéo mau xanh rat ben 14y tén tlr moOt chat liéu co nguon goc tur
Nimes, mot thanh phd & Phap, con duoc goi 1a “serge de Nimes”; nhua cdy ri ra tir cay hevea
bra5111en51s va to dugc dét tir kén tam. Hay cho biét tén ba nguyen liéu trén.

TRA LOL: Vai denim, cao su va lua.

T6i dang viét mot bai ludn vé “Hinh tuwong thién nhién trong nhitng bai tho x6né than
thanh cda John Donne”, nhung tim tai liéu sudt mot tuan réi ma that swla van chuwa tim thay gi.

Nhiing ghl chu bang but ch1 & 1é sach cling khong ich gi c3; toi viét nhitng diéu nhuw “Lé
truyen tin! [1]” va “phi ly?” va “So sanh voi Freud” va “6ng ay quay lai ban day roi!” ma khong
tai nao nho noi sao minh lai viét nhw vdy, nén thay vao do toi 1dy quyén Vé b6 mén nghién citu
chir viét ctia Jacques Derrida. T6i chot ndy ra y nghtla cé sau ki€u sach. bau tién la sach anh, ké
dén 2) sach c6 nhiéu hinh minh hoa hon cht, tlep theo 3) sach c6 nhiéu chi hon hinh minh
hoa, sau nira la 4) sach khong cé hlnh minh hoa c6 khi chi c6 mot tAm ban d6 hodc ciy pha hé,
nhu'ng rat nhiéu mau hoi thoai, réi thi 5) sach c6 nhitng doan van dai va hau nhw kKhong co
mau hoi thoai nao, cudi cung 6) sach khong c6 mot mau hoi thoai, khong chuyén ké, chi cé
nhing doan vin dai loang ngoang roi chi thich cudi trang va muc luc sach tham khao va phu
luc va chit viét rat, rat nho. Quyen On grammatology cua Jacques Derrida thudc kiéu thit sau, va
néi mot cach han lam, t6i bi mac ket dau do gitra loai thtr tw va thir nam. T6i doc dong dau tién,
lat nhanh L hong tim kifm mot ban d6 hodc mot birc anh hodc hinh minh hoa nhwng cha dwoc gi
va roi ngu thiép di.

[1] Lé Truyén tin (1€ hdi ngay 25 thdng Ba) dé tuéng nhé viéc Maria dwoc théng bdo rang ba
sé la me cua Chua Gié-su.

Khi tinh day, t6i chot nhan ra la da 4 gio 30 phut, vay la chi con ba tleng dé chuin bi bira
toi. T6i di vé phia nha tam, nhlrng Josh dang st dung bon tam dé ngam xa phong mot dén
quan denim ban. T6i phai béc dong quan ao ra khéi bon nwéc mau xanh, lanh l€o, va chat
chung thanh dong trong chau rra trudc Khi co thé d6 nwéc vao tAm, va mai cho dén kh1 buéc
vao bon tdi méi nhan ra la minh chwa rtra sach bot gidt, va thé tirc 1a o1, hau nhu, sap dem
minh di gidt trong nudc giat vai cotton/polyester 70 do khong gdy kich tng da, Thé nén viéc
tam ria khong hoan toan thu gidn nhw mong doi, dac blet khi t6i phai trang bang nwéc lanh
chay ra tir voi hoa sen khi c6 gang ngan chan kha niang xau nhat 1a bi bong do héa chat. Nhin
vao gwong, toi thiy hinh nhw minh da hoi ngd mau xanh lo.

Toi chuyen dong quan denim wot lai bon, sau do long rao ruc y muon tra thu chinh dang,
toi di nhanh xudéng hanh lang dén ctra phong ngu cua Josh, va khi da Chac la cau ta khong c6 o
trong, t6i Ién nhanh vao ch6m lay tuyp sita rira mat Apri cua cau ta, loai nay chu yeu la hot dao
non nghlen thanh nhiing hat xa phong li ti de cha 1én mit. T6i lam nhw vay, va c6 mot 16p bot
kha vura y, nhung khi rira 16p bot dé di, két qua khong tot Idm. Trong nhw thé tbi vira lao qua
mot cdi ctra s6 cé 1&p kinh day 3 ay Hodc la thé hoac la ai d6 da cha nhiing hat dao nghlen nhéd
1én mat tdi qua manh. Toi nghi & day can ghi nhé mot bai hoc: khéng nén co xat mun trirng ca.

Bay gio' mdt bi do,, va s¢ khong dam cwoi vi nhé dau mdt sé chay mau, t6i quay lai phong
minbh, cho c6 cai giwvong futon dwoc dung tp vao tuong, lau kho ngudi, bd quan ao ban qua mot
bén, va can than chon quyén sach nao do de bén ngoai phong khi Alice mudn vao “dé uéng ca
phé”, hodc nhiéu kha nang hon, dé uong ca phé. T6i chon Tuyén ngon Céng sdan, Cudc tinh bo di,
Tho triv tinh, Ni thai giam, mot vai tap tho cua E.E. Cummlngs va Tho x6né va Tinh ca cta ]ohn
Donne, phong khi tré& nén ddm dudi va téi cAn mot vai bai tho lang man trong tay. Téi phan



van vé Nir thai gidm, vi mac du toi mudén nang nghi rang chu trvong sinh ly cua toi c6 tinh cach
mang va cap tién, nhung hinh minh hoa mot nguoi phu nit ban than 16a 16 ky quai trén trang
bia van ludn c6 chat khidu dam d6i voi toi, nhiéu dén mirc tdi tirng phai gidu né di d€ me
khong nhin thay.

Sau do toi mac cai quan dui den mai toanh, cai quan dai den dep nhat, cai 4o vét mai-
second-hand danh cho bita toi, mua tir tiém quan ao ct “Olden Times’, cai ao so mi trang dep
nhit, va vat no va day deo quan ma&i mau den. Toi sira sang lai qua dau jtrong nhw con mong
bién chét, sau dé vo vo mat véi nwde hoa Old Spice tr chiéc lo str mau trang cti cia bg, n6 lam
toi co mui hoi gia va khong duoc ding dan, lai con ngra mudn chét nira. Sau do toi klem tra lai
bao cao su trong vi, lic ndo téi cling mang theo phong trwong hop co diéu ky diéu Xay ra. Ci
bao cao su dac blet nay la cai thir hai trong b ba dinh st dung cho muc tiéu mat tan, cai dau
tién da gdp s6 phan bi dat trong thung rac di ‘dong & ¢ ngd sau cua L1ttlewwoods Cai nay da &
trong vi cua t6i lau 1dm roi dén noi no ket vao 1op vai 10t, va miéng glay bac boc bén ngoai da
bat dau bi xin mau xung quanh chd nho Ién bén ngoai cua bao cao su, giong nhuw may cai khuén
rap bi méo mo. Mdc du vay, toi van thich mang n6 bén minh, ciing nhu nguoi ta thich mang | mé
day cua Thanh Chrlstopher bat chip sw that 1a co hoi tbi c6 thé dung né tbi nay cling chang
khac nao co hdi dé t6i mang chtia hai dong Gié-su bing qua song.

Trén duong dén trang vién Kenwood ctt chin muoi mét t6i phai dirng lai mot lan, vi may
cai kep kim loai trén day deo quan toéi khong chiu bAm chit vao cap quan ma cit bung ra tut Ién
dap vao dau ti tdi dau diéng.

Toi dang gan lai chung IAn thit hai mwoi thi mot giong néi vang lén tir dang sau, “Ai d6 da
14y mat con gau bong clia ciu 3, Sebastian?”

“Xin chao, Rebecca, cau khée khong?”

“Té Khéde, cau hoi la cdu c6 khoe khong day?”

“Y cau la sao ha?”

“A, c6 chuyén gi xay ra véi mai téc cau thé?”

“Cau khong thich a?”

“N6 lam ciu trong giong Heinrich Himmler [2]. Ma b canh dém dang nay la sao vay?”

[2] Heinrich Luitpold Himmler (1900-1945) la mét trong nhitng nhdn vdt cé thé lwc nhdt
cta Pirc Quéc xd.

“A, cau biét nguoi ta néi gi roi ddy - cai 4o 1am nén 6ng thay tu...”
“...trong khong duoc thoai mai nhi?”

“A, néu cadu mudn biét thi, t& c6 mdi mot nguoi di dn tdi nay.”
“Oaaaaaaaaaaaaaa...”

“Trong sang thoéi ma.”

“Vay quy c6 may man doé 1a ai thé&? T¢ 'hy vong khong phal 6 nang Alice Harbinson quy
quai kia...” T61 nhin mot cach ngay tho vo s6 toi lén bau troi. “Oi dao, that khong tin dugc. May
cdu trai 4y 3, cac ciu that quadaaaa dé doan. N6i chan tinh nh4, néu thich choi véi bup bé, sao
cau khong dira ngoai ma mua ldy mét con?”

{4 Gi ?"



“Khong c6 gi. Nay, tét hon hét 1a cdu nén di di Jackson a, néu khong sé bi 1& chuyén do
day.

“Cau néi thé 1a y gi?”

“T¢ chi muon noi rang cd ta r6 rang la mot quy cd vo6 cung tre dep va noi tleng, chi vay
thoi. Tui nay ¢ cung mot ddy hanh lang, t6i nao chang co6 mot hang dai nhitng cau chang choi
béng bau duc dirng rong ran ngoai ctra ma nhé dii, tdt cd bon ho déu cam nhitng cai chai
Lambrusco hét lanh...

“Thata?”

“A &. Con cd nang thi c6 théi quen tha b tir hanh lang xuéng _phong tam chung trong cai
quan 1ot va 4o nguc den nho xiu. That tinh t& cling cha biét biéu dién thé thi dwoc cai tich sw gi
nira..

T6i danh bat luén hinh dnh dé ra khéi diu. “Cau n6i nhw kiéu khéng thich c6 ay hay sao
do.”
“Oi dao, t& hiu nhw cha biét gl vé cd nang - t& khong du hay ho cho cii ddm dong do, ding
khong? Ngoai ra, t¢ khong nghi c6 nang la, cac ciu goi 1a gi nhi, mot c6 gai ma cdc co gdi khac
ao uoc tro thanh 3 ay, ciu hiéu té mudn noi gi roi day. Ca nhan té, t& chang thay chut hip dan

nao & cai kiéu con _gai ma ké ca khi lén dinh van trung ra dwoc bd mat twoi cwoi, nhung ma,
ndy, chi 1a y kién riéng ctia t& thoi nhé. Thé ciu dinh dit cd nang Alice yéu kidu d6 di dau theé?”

“A,1a mot chd trén phé thoi. Biét quan Luigi khong?”
“Tat ca cac tiém KFC déu hét chd roi a?”
“Cau nghi quan Luigi la mot y toi ha?”

“Khong han. Cau r6 rang la mot quy ong co khleu tham my va tinh té! Ma o nghe noi la hai
lang pho mai, 6t va may khoanh hanh sé& khién ngu’m ta chét them. Jackson nay, c6 1é mot ngay
nao do ciu ciing nén dwa t& dén day thir mot phen.”

ROi ¢0 di trudece, dé toi dirng d6 c6 nghi ra mot diéu gi khon ngoan dé noi. “Rebecca,” toi goi
vOi theo. Co quay lai, curoi toe toét. “Sao cau luc nao ciing goi t¢ la Jackson vay?”

“Cau thdy phién 37"
“Khong han. Chi 1a ¢6 mot chut ky cuc, vay thoi.”

“Oi, t& xin 16i. Té cam thdy thich goi thé. Hay cau thich dwoc goi 1a ‘Brian’ hon? Khong thi
than mat va vui vé hon chut nita la ‘Bri’? Hay c6 1€ ‘Herr Himmler’ chang...?”

“Brian di, t& nghi thé.”

“Thé dwoc roi, goi Brian nhe. Chuc vui Ve Brian. Bao trong nhé, Brian. Choi dep nhé,
Brian”... va cd bién mat phia cudi hanh lang... Gap cau sau nhé, Brian.”

Toi cuong cudng chay dén phong Alice, nlra mong thay mot hang con trai dung xep dai,
nhwng khi t6i dén do thi ctra phong dong. To6i nghe duoc tiéng nodi bén trong - chinh xac thi toi
khong 4p tai vao canh ctra go, vi lam thé that khong phai, nhung tdi ding du sat dé nghe 16m
duorc.

“Han dinh din c4u di dn t8i & dau vay?” mot giong ndi vang lén, 1a con gai, ta on Chua.

“Quan Bradley, t& nghi vay,” Alice dap.



“Quan Bradley a - rit sang trong.”
“Cau ta co giau khong?”
“Khong biét. Khong nghi vay,” Alice néi.

“A, phai dam bao la quay vé tredc muoi mot gio nhe, tiéu thw, néu khong tui nay bao canh
sat di tim c6 day...” Toi g0 clra, Vi khong muon nghe thém nita, sau d6 c6 vai tiéng xi xam va
tiéng cwoi khic khlch roi nang ra mé ctra.

Nang mdc chlec vay da hoi xa tanh mau xam tro cat ngan voi chan vay phong, téc béi cao,
két hop véi doi gidy cao gét, trong nang phai cao hon dén hai tac so vé&i binh thuwong, Nang
cling trang diém ddm hon ngay thuong, 1an dau tién thoa moéi son, dwong nét vét theo 16i nho
x{u van co thé thay dwgc ¢ moi dudi. Mdc du vay, diém noi troi hon ca A chlec 4o dai da hoi
dwoc cat ngan Nang chic phai mac mot chlec 4o nguc khong day bén trong vi doi vai nang dé
tran, nhw thé nia trén co thé nang da bi 4n mdt cach nhe nhang ra khéi chiéc vay, va nhiing
dwong cong tuyét voi ctia Alice ngurc tran 16 16 ra, bap bénh, duwa day 1én vat trén cua chiéc vay
xa tanh. Trong mot cudn ti€u thuyet thé ky muwoi chin, nguoi ta sé noi rang nang c6 mot “bo
nguc ky vi”. Thuc té thi, bay gio nguo1i ta cling noi nhtr vay. Nang c6 mdt bd nguc ky vi. May
dang nhin chong choc day Pirng nhin nira, Brian.

“Chao Alice.”
“Chao Brian.”

O‘ phia sau nang, Erin Mat Méo, va mot ¢ gai khac trong nhém cia nang, dang cudi voi toi
rat gia tao. Ngdm miéng lai di, Brian.

“C4u tréng tuyét lam, Bri 3,” Erin ndi, nhung y t thi khong phai vay.
“Cam on cau! Sao, minh di ch?”
“Di nhién roi.”

ROi nang nam 14y canh tay toi va chdng toi di.
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CAU HOI Bao gom mot mach thang cac nguyeén tu cacbon, voi nguyén tir hidro doc theo
chiéu dai, va nhan to tang truong cacboxin ¢ mot dau, axit Oleic 1d mét vi du dwoc phan bé
rong nhét ctia thanh phan li-pit nao?

TRA LOT: Axit béo.

Di nhién, vé mat dwong 16i, td6i khong tan thanh quan niém vé vé dep hinh thé cho lam. Cai
y nghi mot nguoi nao do, dan 6ng hay phu nit, nhan dwgc sy chu y hoac yéu mén hoac hAm mo
hoac ton trong hodc nlnh bo nhiéu hon, don thuan chi bdi mot yéu t6 di truyén hoc ky quac
cong thém mot vai y nghl tuy hirng va chu quan duogc-dinh- -nghia-giita-ddm-dan-ong vé “cai
dep” c6 1& ddi véi toi von di 1a sai Iam va khong thé chap nhan duorc.

N6i thi néi vay, nhung Alice rd rang 1a... rat xinh dep. Dwéi 4nh nén nang trong nhu De la
Tour. Hay Vermeer? Hay Watteau nhi? Nang biét minh dang bi nhin ngam khi m& to thue don,
va nang thira bi€t minh trong dang yéu, nhung cam giac ra sao nhi? Duoc ngdm nhin, thay \2
chi bi nhin, va thé hién sy vui thich, hoan toan bi ddng, chi béi dwgc ngdm nhin. Mac du lic nay
dang ngdm nhin nang, t6i chot nghi dé tham ch1 chang phai sw vui thich gi ca, giong mot con
dau hon, mot con dau bung nhirc nhéi, Am i, yeu &t, ban mudn tong khir no di nhlrng lai khong
tl;le vi ¢6 qua nhiéu cam do khién ban phal ngdi dé6 nhin ngdm, ngdi d6 nhin cham cham va dén
nhan nang.

KE tir khi gap Alice, t6i d€ y thiy nguoi ta ai  cling nhin cham cham vao nang theo cach nay.
T6i quan sat Patrick lam chuyén do, anh ta vuot téc ra sau, lé cai lwoi phi cong ngoc nghech
map map cua anh ta ra, va toi quan sat cau boi ban _quan Luigi lam chuyén do khi cau ta coi
chiéc khan choang mau do tia ra khoi doi vai tran cua nang va dan ching toi dén ban, sau do
lan ra sau nhing canh cra mo dé k€ 1€, dé ca bep trwdng va nguoi riva chén déu ra khoi bép vi
may Iy do mo ho, chi dé nhin thiay nang. Cam giac ra sao nhi? Pwgc hdm mé ngay ca khi minh
con chwa néi mot 1o, dwoc khao khat hai ba tram Ian mot ngay béi nhitng nguoi hoan toan
khong biét minh 1a ngwdi ra sao?

Khi me xem ti vi, ba thwcrng binh pham mot cd gal mot ngdi sao dién dnh hodc mot ai do,
noi rang “Co ta dep that sau doé, day chi trich, néi “... va cé nang biét dieu d6” véi giong K1nh
Cwu woc hay nhat clia ba. Toi chang blet ‘dep va biét minh dep” thi tot hon hay té honla“ Xau
va biét minh x4u”, va téi cho rang vé dep hinh thé tuyét voi chic han la mot loai ganh ning,
nhung khi trat bé du'crc mot ganh nang chdc hdn phai don 14y ganh ning ndo doé nhe hon.

Nhin 1én trén to thuc don, toi liéc trom vao khuén nguc dam 4nh nén, mon mén ma toi
dang c6 khéng nhin vao vi khong mudn nang cam thay bi soi mai.

“Dep, phai khong?” nang hoi.

T6i cho la nang muon néi dén nha hang nén ben tra 101, “Vay ha? Hy vong la thé.” Toi phai
thi tham vi ¢ day chi c6 chung toi, va toi khong mudn lam Lu1g1 kho chiu, anh chang dang ban
ron & ché quay bar pht cay treong xuan nhya, dang boi dau lén nhirng cai ly udng rugu, va llec
nhin dam dat. Viéc dat ban U‘U’O’C co 1€ khong can thiét nhw t6i twdng. “Té da c6 dat ban &
Bradley nhung kin ché ca roi,” toi ndi phét.

“Pirng lo. Noi nay tuyét ma!”

“C6 banh pizza va mi 6ng diy, con trang bén kia c6 banh hamburger...”



“A, day roi...” nang néi, g& nhitng trang ép nhwa déng thanh mét cudén thuc don khé A4.

“Hay cau co thich swon nwdng khong...?”

.......

“Va cau con phai an khai vi, moi mén nira day, ctr goi tat cd cAc mén cho té!”
«r ~ A »”
U'm, dé xem nao...
Va chung t6i quay lai véi cai thwe don.
Oi, Chua oi.
Im lang.
T6t hon la nén néi gi do di.
“Ummmmmm. Banh mi que di!”

T6i 1dy mot 6 banh mi que, 16t glay ra, 1y mot lat bo nhé trét vao 6 banh mi. “Ciu biét t&
hay bin khodn diéu gi vé swon nwong khong7 Ai quyet dinh chung dw nhi [1]! Khong phai con
heo, chac roi! Khong 1€ con heo lai noi rdng, ‘A, t61 can_nhitng cai swon nay, nhung nhirng cai
kia th1 dw ddy, lay chung di! Loc hét thit & swon toi di! An! An sudn toi di’ “ Nang trao cho toi
nu cwoi kiéu dira-tré-can-su- quan tam, liéc nhin ban tay t6i, t6i nhin xuéng va nhin ra la vi
mot 1é nao do, téi dang vung vay con dao trén tay.

[1] “Spare ribs” la mon Su’an mmng Tdc gid muén choi chir khi tdch riéng “spare” lam tinh
ttr co nghla la “dw, thtra”. Khi do, “spare ribs” sé dwoc dich la swon bi du, thira.

Binh tinh lai nao.
Durng ngay viéc noi nhang néi cudi.
B6 - con dao - xu6ng nao.

Nhung sy that thi toi dang bat ddu mat dan mem tin rang quan Luigi la mot diém hen cho
nhitng cam do lang man. Toi nhan ra, san nha 1a vai son 16t, chung dang quan lai noi miéng van
go 0p chan twong, khong sach s& cho lam, va tdm khan trai ban ké ca ro thatra 1a bang nhua
vinyl, dé tién cho viéc lau sach. Hon nita, mac du quan Luigi xep cho cho chung to6i ngoi & mot
goc lang man o phla sau, nhumg chd d6 kha an nha vé sinh, cling thuan tién, cr cho la vay di,
nhung c6 nghia la sé c6 mui thom phang phat cua mot it hwong nudc tay san huong chanh ban
dém. Toi lo Alice c6 the cam thay cho ngbdi nay khong thoai mai. R6 rang nang bat dau trong
khong duoc thodi mai; chiéc vay da hoi phong phong ra quanh nguoi nang, trong nhw thé nang
dang bi cai vay ctua minh nudt chitng.

“Minh goi mdon nhé?” t6i dé nghi.

“Té phai néi la may moén nay trong c6 vé ngon day,” nang noi, nhung toi khong chac nang
nghi vay. Chung t6i tap trung xem thyc don, nhirng trang giay dung vao thay hoi dinh dinh, cht
danh may bi sai chinh ta do viét theo cach phat am mon bo Chilly Concarny, ding khong nhi?
- va duwoc chia thanh “Khai vi!”, “Bita chinh!!” “O tlep tuc nao...!''". That 1ong ma noi, mon
nao trong cting c6 ve ngon lanh; véi diém nhan la cac mon thit chay canh va duoc chién ngap
mit, hiu nhw khong cO rau. Tham chi ph6 mai cling duoc chién ngap mat va khau phan an ¢
day ro 1a nhiéu, vi ho néi cho khach biét trén thuc don trong lwong cua tat cd cdc moén thit.
Nhung toi khong the khong lo lang vi Alice c6 thé quen an do6 an nhe, dqu hi, rau xa lach va
nhirng mon hdp, ma toi nghi nang thudc tip trong-chat-hon- -lrong. T01 bat dau d6 md ,hoi. Va
ngta nita, do chat tdy trong nha tim. Tdi nhin xuéng va dé y thay co tay 4o so mi trang cla



minh c6 vét bAn mau xanh cta vai denim.

Nhac hiéu quang cdo Cornetto dwgc choi & doan lap nhac nén, va sau mét héi can nhic
trong im lang, ching toi da san sang. Tbi nhin quanh tim Lulgl nhung co thé nhan thay anh ta
dang tu dang sau tién den qua tleng bwdc chan bam trén vai 16t san nha. Alice goi mon nam
nhoi va pizza margarita co xa lat vién ngoai, trong khi t01 chon mon ca trich con, ntra con ga
nwong voi khoai tay chién va moén nudéc x6t tang kem. * Mong n6 khong phai la nira sau!” t6i
noéi, va Alice mim cwoi, hét strc té nhi, roi khang khang bao to6i chon rwou. C6 loai ruou gi do
dtrng trong binh dung nwéc, nhung dén toi ciing con biét rwou khong thé ré mat nhw thé, nén
tdi quyét dinh chon mét loal ruou dong chai va co ga. Sam banh thi qua dat nén toi chon
Lambrusco. Ching phai Rebecca da noi gl do ve viéc thich loai regu nay w? Toi chdng hiéu biét
gl nhiéu vé ruou, nhung t6i biét rwou trang di véi ga va c4, nén t6i goi rivou Lambrusco Bianco
trang.

Sau khi boi ban di khoi, tdi lién thét 1én, “Oi Chuda o1, sai ca roi!”
“Sao vay?”

“A, té da goi rwou Lambrusco Bianco trang ma dI nhién ‘bianco’ c6 nghia la trang roi! Loi
lap thtra cht con gi nira!” Khi mau chuyén vat thu vi nay duoc ké ra, toi nhin ra rang no sé
chang tao d4u 4n gi trong mot chuong trinh biéu d1en cua Parklnson nerng lai c6 tac dung
pha tan bau khong khi e de nay, va nang mim cuoi roi ching toi bat dau tam su. Hay dingrala
nang noéi va toi gat dau lang nghe, 14y nén, dot mot dau cam & nhitng goc trong, va ngam nang.
Nang dang noi, nhu thuong 1€, vé nhitng ngay di hoc & trwong Linden Lodge, mot trong nhirng
trwong tu thuc xa hoi chu nghla dat dé khung khlep trong nudc, va toi phal noi la nhu nhing gl
toi nghe duoc thi viéc di hoc chang hé khé nhoc ti nao, va ciing chang c6 gi gidng trudng noi
trd ca, nghe glong mot bira-tiéc-ngu-bay-ndm hon. Theo nhuw nhitng gi toi nhan thay khi nghe
Alice m6 ta, mot ngay hoc dién hinh & Linden Lodge sé giong nhuw thé nay:

8:30 - 9:30 Hut can sa. Nuwéng banh mi.

9:30 - 10:30 Lam tinh v&i con trai/con gai cuia Nguoi Noi tiéng.

10:30 - 11:30 Dwng nha kho.

11:30 - 12:30 boc to tho T.S. Eliot, nghe nhac Crosby, Stills va Nash, choi dan xeld.
12:30 - 1:30 Thr ma tdy, lam tinh.

1:30 - 3:30 Boi 10i khoa than theo cap. Boi cung ca heo.

3:30 - 4:30 Xay twong-gach-x€p lén nhau. Tinh duc (tuy chon).

4:30 - 5:30 Hoc ghi ta thuong, khong c6 dién.

5:30 - 6:30 Lam tinh, sau d6 vé phac hoa bang than chi nguwi ban tinh 16a thé dang ng.
6:30 - 04:00 Bat budc nghe Bob Dylan.

04:00 Tat dén, nhung chi khi ban mudn.

RO rang, theo quan diém chinh tri, toi khong tan thanh kiéu truong hoc nhw vdy, ngay ca
khi nghe qua no that tuyét voi. Nao 12 hat ma tay va tinh duc roi thi hat khong ngung nhitng
ban nhac ctia Simon va Garfunkel, ban cé thé nghi rang ho chang bao gi¢r hoc hanh tir té gi ro,



nhung ho chac phal lam nén mot tro trong gi do, vi rot cudc thi Alice cling dang & day, va du t6i
chwa hoi vé diém sé chuong trlnh A-level clia nang, khong phai trong buoi hen dau tién, nhung
nang c6 mot ching chi, ngay ca khi d6 chi la ching chi Kich nghé. Co 1& néu ban nghe chucyng
trinh Radio 4 dd nhiéu tir tdm bé, ban sé dwoc gido duc tir trong tiém thitc.

Mon ca trich con cua toi da t¢i, khoang ba muoi con ca nho minh bac dwgc rira sach va bay
lén mot 1a xa lach bup, chung nhin thang 1én t6i ma néi “Tui toéi chét vi cau day, do toi, it nhat
hay lam gi dé cho hay ho vao!” Thé 1a tdi bé mdt con vao miéng, dé dudi ca tho ra ngoai va gia
bd 1am con méo. Con c4 tréi xuéng khong dwoc 6n cho ldm. Nang tré lai véi mén ndm xao toi.

“M6n do6 thé nao?”
“Ngon! R4t c6 mui toi. T8i nay t& sé chang hon hit gi hét!”

Va day, 1oi cdnh bao khon khéo, nhw mot hoi coi 6 to vang lén trong 16 tai, trong trwong
hop toi dang co bat ky y tuong huyen hoac nao do. That ra ciing chang co gi dang ngac nhién,
giong y nhw t6i da dw doan, va toi thay dwoc an Ui voi viéc d6 la mot loi canh bdo mo ho, mac
du chi rdt mo ho - d6 khong phai vé cdu, Brian, d6 1a vé ndm - 4n y 1a néu nang goi mot mon
%{hal vi }ll<hac chang han nhu ph6 mai Camembert chién gion, thi bay gi¢r ching toi da sin sang
am tinh roi

“Thé& ciu c6 nhiéu ban trai lam ha?” t6i hdi vu vo, van nhdm nhap con ca.
“A, chi mot hai ngudi thoi,” thé nay thi nang sap sira ké toi nghe vé tat cd bon ho roi day.

Xét twr goc do chinh tri - tinh duc hoc, t6i nght viéc khong nén thién vi dan ong trong tu do
tinh duc that sw rat quan trong. DI nhién, hoan toan khong cé ly do gl dé cam Alice Harbinson
co mot qua khir t1nh duc va yéu duong nong nhiét, nhung du vay t6i nghi cong bang ma noi

“chi mot hai ngwdi” 1a mot 161 tuyén bo c6 phan sai lac. Vao lac mon chinh duoc don lén, nhiing
cai tén bit dau nghe khong rd nira, nhung nhat dinh c6 mot ngudi tén 1a Rufus, anh ta c6 bé 1a
dao d1en phim noi tiéng va da chuyen dén LA vi tinh yéu ho danh cho nhau chi toan la cang
thang va u am, bat ké nhw thé co nghia 1a gi di nira. Va Alexis, anh chang danh ca Hy Lap ma
nang gdap trong ky nghi, anh chang ct xudt hién tai ngdi nha cua gia dinh nang ¢ Luan bon va
hoi cwdi nang lam v, cho dén khi nha nang phai bao canh sat truc xuat anh ta. Va Joseph, mot
nhac cdng jazz tai nang dinh thic ma nang budc phai cham dirt quan hé vl anh ta ct xai nang
cung hit hé r6 in. Va Tony, mot nguoi ban lam do gom cua bd nang, 6ng ta lam ra nhirng mon
do gom tuyét dep cho ngoi nha nong thon ctia ¢6 chti trai nhé xinh dep nay ¢ vung cao nguyén
X Scotland, va & tu6i sdu muwoi hai 6 ongta rat thao chuyen chan géi, nhung roi lai khong ngung
goi dién thoa1 vao gitta dém va cudi cung da c6 tw sat trong cai 10 nung gém ctia minh, nhung
bay gio thi on roi.

Va Saul, mot anh chang nglrm mau My gidu cé va cb vé ngoai dang kinh ngac voi (thi
tham) du'(rng vat vi dai cuc ky”, nhung ta khong thé tao duyng mot moi quan hé chi dua trén
tinh duc, ngay ca khi d6 1a thit finh duc lam cho nguoi ta mu mam. Va roi, dang bubn hon c3, dé
la 6ng Shlllabeer gido vién day Ngit van cua nang, nguoi da khlen nang chong lai T.S. Ehot va
hinh nhw da c6 lan lam cho mot c6 gai dat cuc khoai chi bang viéc doc to Bén ban tir tdu, va 6ng
ta da phal long Alice khi ho dong v& kich Cudc thir thdch gdt gao, nhung thanh ra lai co phan bi
am anh. ’ ‘Cudi cung dng 4y bi suy nhuwoc than kinh va phai nghi day. Gio thi 6ng ay da quay ve
song cung bd me. O Wolverhampton. Ciing budn, that ddy, vi ong ay ding 1a mot gido vién Ngit
van hay ho.”

Khi nang noi xong, toi da 1ot sach nira-con-ga rudi day nuéc Xot cay chua ngot chi con tro
Xuwong, va phan con lai nam trén di Ia cua toi trong chang khac nao, trm, mot trong cac nguoi
tinh cii cda Alice. Gin nhu tit cd mdi quan hé cida nang déu két thic trong dién r6, 4m anh va
pha hoai, thé 1a dot nhién cudc phiéu lwu tinh ai clia toi bén cai thung rac di dong voi Karen
Armstrong & sau Littlewoods dwdng nhw da mat di vai phan bi dat.



“Khong phai quéi la sao - bao nhiéu ngwdi nhw thé ma déu c6 két thic té hai a?” toi noi.

“Té biét! Ky quac nhi? Tony, ban lam gom clia b6 té, cai ong trong 1o nung ay, tirng bao té
1a khi dén véi tinh yéu té giong hét Bon Ky si ctia Ngay Tan thé!”

“Nhuwng ctr thé thi c6 bao gi ciu bi, ciu biét day... tén thwong khéng?”

“Di nhién, Brian a. D6 la ly do tai sao t& khong dinh c6 bat ky m6i quan hé nao & dai hoc.
T¢ dinh tdp trung vao viéc hoc,” roi nang noéi thém, khong thé tin néi, bang giong My, “Té dinh
vao tu vién nit!”

Va lai nita, tiéng coi 6 t6. Mot cach tho o, nang quay lai ti€p tuc boc lay miéng phd mai
Cheddar dang chay ra trén chiéc margarita, roi quan no quanh ngon tro. “Du sao di nlra thi
cling xin 16i cau - cir toan td, t&, té. Thé bd me ciu lam gi dy nhi? Té lai quén mat rdi...” nang
mut ngdn tay, noi.

“Me t& lam & Woolworths, con bé thi mat roi.”
Nang dwa khan dn lén miéng, nuét thirc an.
“Cau khong ké t& nghe chuyén do...”

“Té chwa ké a?”

“Khong, to chac la cdu da khong ké.” Nang véi tay qua ban, dat ban tay 1én canh tay téi.
“Brian, té rat tiéc.”

“O, khong sao, d6 1a chuyén cach day sau, a khéng, bay ndm roi, lic té mwoi hai tudi.”
“Chuyén gi da xay ra?”

“Truy tim.”

“0 lay Chuia, dng bao nhiéu tudi?”

“BOn mwoi mot.”

“Chac la khing khiép lam.”

“0, phai, cau biét day”

Va by gio nang dang nga nguoi ve phia truor, mat mé to, nang nam lay ban tay toi siét
chat, con tay kia thi cam lay cai chai c6 16p sap nén dong lai & bén ngoai, dat né qua mot bén dé
c6 thé thay 1o toi.

“Cau c6 ban long khi ké vé chuyén d6 khong?”
“Khong, khong hé,” toi tra 1o, va bat dau ké.
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CAU HOLI: Lee J. Cobb. Fredric March va Dustin Hoffman déu déng vai Willy Loman bAt
hanh trong v& kich nao ctia Arthur Miller nam 1949?

TRA LOT: Cdi chét ctia ngwoi bdn hang.

Bo t¢ 1a nguoi ban kinh hai 16p, mot cong viéc that buon cuoi, vi dé la mot trong nhirng
nghé ma nguwoi ta nghi c6 thé cuoi nhao, giong nhw nhan vién trong xe, thanh tra thué hay tho
thong cong. Té nghi d6 la béi, chung quy thi, chang ai thich kinh hai l(rp cd. Du sao di nira, bo
chac chan la khong thich, sau muoi nam ban kinh thi chdc chan 1a khong. Truéc day 6ng &
trong quan doi, noi 6ng gap me va sinh ra to. Ong hoan thanh quan dich, 1a mot trong nhirng
nguoi cudi cung lam viéc do, dai loai ciing thich viéc d6, ma khong biét phal lam gl khac nén
6ng da luu lai mot thoi gian. Té nhé 1a minh da lo S0, bat ctt khi nao nghe ban tin néi c6 chién
sw ¢ mot noi nao do, cang thang v&i Nga, hodc khi Bac Ailen cé xung dot hodc diéu gi twong tu,
10 SO la o6ng bi triéu tap, bi nhét vao bo quan phuc, bi dui sung vao tay. Nhung t& khong ngh1
ong co6 kiéu cach mot nguoi linh thuc thu, té nght 6ng thién vé nhan vién van phong hon. Du
sao thi khi c6 t&, me da kién quyet phan d61 va bit 8 6ng phai roi quan ngti vi phat ngay chuyén
lic nao cling di chuyen ba con ghet ca Tay burc noi to sinh ra nira, the nen ong ben quay lai
Southend, nhan céng viéc ban kinh hai 1&p va chuyén that ra cling chi c6 vay.”

“Ong c6 thich cong viéc dé khong?”

“Tro1i a, khong. Yté 13, lac dau chac 6ng ciing thich, t& cho la vay, nhung dan da 6ng tré nén
chan ghét no. Cau thay day, cong viéc do kéo dai nhiéu gio, vi phai chop duogc khach hang ngay
khi ho téi, dieu dé co nghia la moi buoi sang so'm, moi buoi chiéu va budi toi, vi vay khi Ong veé
nha thi troi thuong da téi, ngay ca vao mua he. Vaté nghila viéc rao hang dén tan ctra ciling co
lién quan: Xin loi ba, nhu'ng ba c6 nhin thiy sw khic biét to 16n ma kinh hai 16p cé thé dem dén
cho hoa don dién 10 swoi hay khong,’ dai loai thé. Va t& biét thu nhap chinh 1 nho vao tién hoa
hong, dong nghia véi viéc lo lang thwdng truc vé tién nong. Bat ké phai lam cong viéc gi sau
nay, to cling khong bao gio mudn duoc tra lwong bang hoa hong T& biét d6 1a mot dong luec,
nhung chi la dong luc dé lam roi tung cudc doi cau, chang khac gi lam viéc voi mot khau sing
chia vao dau. T¢ nghi, n6 ding 1a té hai. Bat ké thé ndo. Buon ba. Té nhat.

“Du sao di nira, ong ciing gheét cong viéc do. DI nhién 6ng chua bao gio ké vai tdla 6 ong
ghet, tai sao lai pha1 ke cho mot thang oat con kia chit, nhung chic chan 6ng ghet no vi dng to
ra gian dit bat cr khi ndo ong tir cho lam Ve; khong quat thao, danh dap hay lam gi twong ty, chi
c6 con gian di nin lang, cang thang, nghlen rang, dé mat boc phat ti nhirng chuyén nhé xfu
xiu, nhw d6 choi bi virt lung tung hay thirc dn bi bo phi. Ta mudn Ky trc vé bo me sé la nhitng
budi cdm trai ngoai troi hodc duoc cong trén vai, hay tro ném gay xuong song, hoic tuong tu,
nhung khong ai o thoi tho 4u hoan hao ca va tat ca nhirng gi toé con nho 1a 6ng cai nhau voi
me trong bep Ve tién nong hodc cong viéc hoac bat ky chuyén gi, mat 6ng dé gay, ong siét chat
roi tha long nam tay.”

“Kinh khung vay.”

“Thé a? Um, t& cling hoi thoi phong mot chat. Té nhé 1a minh hay ngoi xem ti vi vdi 6ng,
néu dwoc phep thttc cho dén khi ong vé nha. Ng01 trén nén nha gitta hai chan 6ng. Chuong
trinh d6 vui. Ong thich cac chwong trinh dé vui, va nhitng phim tai liéu vé thién nhién, David
Attenborough, nhitng chuong trinh gido duc, Iic nao 6ng cling noi giao duc quan trong nhuw thé
nao, t& cho rang boi vi 6ng nghi do la chia khéa dé cé mot cudc sdng tét hon, khong phai chiu
bat hanh dwoc Jam cdng viéc ma minh khong thdy chan ghét.”



“Thé, lam sao ma ong, ciu biét diy...?”

“A, t& cling khong biét chinh xac. T¢ khong thich hoi me ve chuyén do, vi n6 sé khoi goi
ndi dau cua ba, nhung hinh nhw 6ng di ra ngoai lam viéc, & nha may khach hang, c6 thuyét
phuc ho vé lgi ich ctia kinh hai 16p hay gi do, r6i don gian la 6ng... quy. Ngay tai do, trong
phong khach ctia ho. Té di hoc ve dang xem ti vi con me dang pha tra thi co tleng go & cra, va
c0 may ngwoi dang noi chuyen & 16 di, to chay ra xem c6 chuyén gi thi thay c6 hai vién canh
sat, roi me t& nga sup xuong ! tAm tham. Lic diu to nghi co 1€ b6 bi bat giam hay gi d6, nhung
nir canh sat da noi 6ng dang ¢ trong tinh trang xau, va roi ho giuc me dén bénh vién trong khi
to sang & nho nha hang xom, va chang bao lau sau khi me t& dén do thi bo to mat. 0, Xem nay.
Hét rwou roi. Cau uéng nira khong7 Thém mot chai nhé? Té da qua dém & nha hang xOm va
sang hoém sau thi ho cho t& biét chuyén. LAm on ldy thém mot chai Lambrusco, khong ching
to6i chwa quyé&t mén trang miéng, cho chiing t6i ndm phut dwoc khong?”

“Du sao di nita. Nhé lai héi do, t& cling chang ngac nhién, mdc du 6ng chi moi bon muoi
mot tudi, vi 6ng chi glong nhu cai... mau nut chai nay, lic nao ciing vay. Va 6ng da uong, ytola
rat nhleu ¢ cac quan rwgu vao gior an trua va sau gio lam viéc, lic nao cdu cling co thé ngtri
thdy mui bia trén ngudi ong. Ong con hit khoadng sau muwoi diéu moi ngay. TI‘O‘I a, to trng mua
thuoc 1a 1am qua Gidng sinh cho 6ng. T¢ khong nghi trong ky &rc cia minh ve riéng ong, c6 khi
nao 6ng khong rit thudc. Tham chi c6 mét tdm anh cda 0Ong va me voi té trong khu phu san,
ong dang cham lItra cho diéu thudc, Trong mot bénh vién, véi tan thuéc va mot chai bia dé
thang bang trén dau cai givdong cii. Ong gia dé dan.”

“Thé cdu phan &rng ra sao?”

“Truwdc cai chét cia 6ng ha? Um. Khong ro nira. Ky quac, to nghi thé. Y t& 1a t& da khoc va
du moi th, nhung ho muén t& nghi hoc, diéu do6 lam tolo lang vi t& khong mudn bé 1& bai hoc,
chac ciu ciing phan nao nhan thay té& thudc loai nguoi nho tudi nhung di hom, lanh lung, hoc
gao. Thanh that ma néi thi té budn vi me nhidu hon vi me that su yéul bo, luc ay ba méi cd, bao
nhiéu nhi, ba mwoi ba tuoi, va 6ng la nguoi dan 6ng duy nhatba tlrng an nam cung, trwdc do va
mai vé sau, theo nhu t& blet va ba don nhan chuyén d6 dau dén lam lam. U thi ba van 6n
chirng nao con c6 ngwoi ¢ xung quanh, va di nhién trong hai tuan dau ngodi nha rat déng duc -
du loai nao 1a muc sw, ban hoc cta bo, nhitng nguoi hang xo6m, 6ng ba, va c6 di chi bac - khong
c6 thoi gian dé me cam thay that sy dau kho, vi Itic nao ba cling ban ron lam banh mi sandwich
va pha tra, don giwong chiéu cho nhng nguoi ho hang xa la dén tir Ailen ma hai me con chua
bao gio gdp mat trudc day va ké tir dao do cho dén gio. Nhu'ng sau hai tuan, tit ca bon ho déu
bat ddu bo di va chi con té va me. Va 'd6 chinh 14 thoi diém toi té nhat, cai lic ma moi chuyén
ling xudng va nguoi ta bo hai me con té tro troi mot minh  dy. MOt sw két hop hoan toan khong
binh thuong, mot cau thidu nién va ba me. Yt& 13, cau sé dé& nhan ra rang... thi€u ngudi nao do.

“Va té nghi la, hoi xua, 18 ra té& nén doi xr tot hon véi me, ng01 v&i ba va nhiéu chuyén
khac nira. Nhung to thuvng ghét ngoi trong phong khach dé moi toi, ngé ba xem bd phim
Dallas hay bat c cai gi roi ba tw dung khoc am lén. Khi ta & d6 tu6i dé thi kiéu tinh cam do6, ndi
budn kho do, rm, no... chi lam ta kho x&r ma thoi. Phai lam gi ch? Choang tay qua nguoi ba u?
Noi diéu gl d6 u? Ma mot thang nhéc muoi hai tudi thi néi dwoc gi day chw? Thé 1a té bat dau
buc boi voi viéc d6 mot cach quai go va khung khiép. Té thuong tranh mat ba. T¢ chi di tu
truong dén thu vién cong cong va tu thu vién vé phong dé lam bai tap vé nh3; theo nhu té nhé
thi chang bao gi¢ c6 di bai tip vé nha dé 1am ca. Chua o1, that 1a hén.”

“Con chuyén & trwong thi sao?”

“0, moi chuyén 6n ca. Sw thuong cam khong xuAt hién dé dang ¢ nhitng cau nhoc muoi hai
tuoi, du sao thi ciing khong phai & trueong té, va that ra tai sao can phal nhu vay nhi? Mot s6 da
c6 gang, nhung cdu co thé nhin ngay rala ho dang gia bo. Hon nita - va diéu nay moi that dan
ho then - vao luc do té chang nghl gi nhiéu vé nguoi da that sw, cau biét ddy, mdt di, bd té, chét
bat dac ky t&r & tudi b6n muwoi mét, hodc tham chi vé chuyén d6 anh huéng téi me nhiéu nhu



thé nao, t& chi nghi lam thé nao ma chuyén do lai xay dén v&i té. Tw chi viéc do6 1a gi nhi?
Thuyét duy nga hay lam lac hay gi nhi? LAm lac.”

“Té nghi la du sao chuyén do cing khién t& dwoc chu y, theo mét cach kinh khung; thang-
bé-mo-coi- cha, cai tiéng tam uy mi va dang s¢ ay, cau biét khong, nhu'ng dtra con gai trudc day
chua bao gio ndi chuyén voi cau buéc dén chia cho cAu mot thanh so c6 la Kit-Kat va vo vo 1én
lwng céu. Di nhién cling c6 nhlrng tro bit nat, va c6 hai dira odt con lay to lam tro cuoi, goi tola
thang mo c6i, kiéu nhw vay, cai ddy clng ¢ cha c6 gl hom hinh ¢4, vi dau phai t¢ khong con me.
Nhung t& c6 mot dira ban tén Spencer, vi Iy do nao d6é ma cau ta quyet dinh cham soc té, va
diéu do that su hlru ich. Ptra nao ciing hii Spencer. Ciing phai thdi, vi Spencer 1a mot thang mat
day khé choi, cai thing Spencer...

“Cau c6 hinh khong?”
“Spencer 4? A, y cau 1a hinh b6 té ha. Khong, khong dé trong vi té. Sao, cau nghi té nén
mang theo a?”

“Khong hé.”

“O nha t& c6 day Cau c6 thé dén nha té. Khong nhat thiét phai la tdi nay réi, nhung, ciu
biét diy, bat cit khi nao..

“Va cdu nghi vé 6ng ch?”

“0, phai, di nhién roi. Moi luc. Nhung chuyén dé kho 13m vi b8 con t& chwa bao gior hiéu
nhau hin hoi. DU sao thi cling khong giong nhw hai ngwoi 1om véi nhau.”

“T& chac 1a 6ng yéu ciu lam.”

“Cau nghf vay 27"

“Di nhién. Cau thi khong?”

“Khong chic. Thanh thwec ma ndi, t& nghi 6ng cho rang té hoi khong binh thuong.”
“Ong chic han tw hao 1am day.”

“Sao lai thé&?”

“Nhiéu ly do 1dm. Vao dwoc dai hoc. La ngdi sao cia doi tuyén, sap lén ti vi va con nhiéu
chuyén khac nira...”

“Ciing ¢ the biéu duy nhit té van con nghi mai ma khong biét tai sao, vi n6 khong hop ly
chut nao, ma noéi chinh xac thi cling chang phai 16i cta ho, nhung to mudn gap nguoi dd thué
ong, nguoi da hai ra bon tién tir viéc bat 6ng lam viéc nhw the v1 t& nghi may nguoi day la mot
la déu gid. Xin 16i - néi hoi thd tuc. T& khong hin biét tén ciing nhu noi & cua ho, co thé trong
cai biét thw chét tiét buw to chang nao day o Algarve hodc dau do, va to cling chang biét noi gl
khi gap ho, vi ho khong 1am diéu gl sai trai ca, ho chi diéu hanh viéc kinh doanh, chi kiém 1&i, va
bo t& co the nghi viéc bat cit ltic ndo néu 6ng qua chan ghét no, nhay 1én xe dap va tim mot noi
lam khac, va lai, du gi di nita, cau biét day, 6ng ra di qua som nhu vay c6 thé 1a vi nguyén nhan
khac, ngay ca khi & 6ng la mot ngudi ban hoa hay mot giao vién tiéu hoc hay gl d6 cling vay, n6
khong giong nhw viéc so y pham tdi, tai nan ham mo hay tau be danh ca hay gi do, 6ng chi la
mot nguoi ban hang, nhung that khong dung khi c6 nguoi lai ghét cong viéc cua minh nhidu
dén vay, va to nghi dén nguoi da khlen 6ng tro nén nhw the a, du sao di nira, to nght bon ho
that déu gid va t& cam thu ho, moi ngay, bat ké ho 13 ai, vi da cudp di... Ma du sao thi, cho té
mot lat dwoc khong? T phai di vé sinh da.”
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CAU HOI: Tuyén va 6ng 1é chii yéu phu trach viéc tao ra va diéu tiét cai gi?
TRA LOT: Nuéc mét.
Cudi cung toi cling phai cho la that may khi ching t6i ngbi gin nha vé sinh.

bén gio toi da ¢ trong do dwoc mot luc roi. Hoi lau thi phai. T6i khong mudn nang nghi toi
bi tiéu chay hay gi do, nhung t6i cling khong mudn nang thiy t6i khdoc. La mét chiéu quyén ri,
nhu*ng viéc khocloc khong kism soat nhat dinh la khong dwoc danh gia cao. Chic gior nang nghi
toi la mot trong nhitng thang con trai mit wot, Ngay luc nay nang co the ¢ ngay ngoai cua, lac
dau, tinh tién roi voi va quay veé ky tic xa dé ké 1€ cho Erin moi chuyén: “Chua o1, cau khong tin
néila té da cé mot budi t6i nhw thé ndo dau. Cau ta chi 1a mot thang nhéc mit-wort..

Co tleng g0 vao ctra buong vé sinh, va toi cho rang dé6 1a Luigi, dén kiém tra xem t6i c6
chudn 16i ctra thoat hiém hay khéng, nhung giong néi dé...

“Brian, ciu 6n ch?”

“0, chao Alice!”

“Trong d6 6n chir ha?”

“O,td on, to 6n.”

“Cau c6 mudn mo civra khéng, cung?”

0, Chta o1, nang mudn vao budng vé sinh véi minh.

“M& ctra di nao, cung...”

“That ma, t& 6n, té sé ra véi cdu ngay.” Gwom da - “cung” 4?
“Dugc roi. Nhung quay lai véi té ngay, dwoc chi?”

“Hai phut nira,” t6i hét 1én khi nang di ra phia clra, “ciu c& viéc goi trdng miéng néu
mudn!”

Va nang di khoi. T6i doi mot chut, sau do6 roi khoi buong va nhin vao guong. Toi cho la
minh trong khong dén noi té - mat hoi do, nhung nuéc mii khong con chay nita, téi chinh lai
cai no con buédm, vuot téc ra sau cho gon gang, cai lai day deo quan, va di ra ngoai, quay hrng
lai, dau cui thip de Luigi khong nhin thay Khi toi tién dén ban. Alice ding 1én, va that bat ngo,
nang choang tay 6m toi that chdt, ma ap vao ma t6i. T6i khong biét phai lam sao, nén cling ben
choang tay qua nguoi nang, nga nguoi vé phia trudc mot chut tao du khoang trong cho chiéc
vay phong, mot tay dat Ién chiéc vay xa tanh xam, tay con lai trén lung nang, cal lung xinh dep,
ngay tai chd da th1t lo ra phia trén xa tanh, va nang thi tham vao tai téi - “Cau thdt 1a mot
chang trai dang yéu” - va toi nghi la minh 1a1 sap bat khoc nita, khong phai vi toi that la mot
chang trai dang yéu, ma vi t6i that la mot tén ngu dan, ngoc nghech kinh t&m, thé nén to6i
nhdm nghién mat va ching toi ctr nhw vay hoi lau. Khi m¢& mat ra toi thdy Luigi dang nhin, va
sau d6 anh ta nhay mat mot cach ranh manh vé1i toj, roi dua ngon cai 1én. T6i khong biét phan
trng nhw thé nao nén cling gio ngon tay cai 1én, va ngay lap tirc cam thay dang khinh bi, vi toi
hoan toan cha hiéu minh gio ngon cai lén dé lam gi.



Di nhién, cudi cung, day deo quan toi bi tudt va Alice budng ra, mim cuoi v6i toi voi cai
miéng xiu xuong, kleu nu cwoi toi nghiép ma cac ba me hay thé hién véi nhiing dira bé khoc
nhe trong cac mau quang cao trén ti vi. Bay gio toi bit dau cam thay hoi khong thoai mai, nén

, “Xin I6i vé chuyén do. Thwong thi phai khuya hon t& méi bat dau khoc.”

“Ching minh di nhé?”

Nhuwng t6i chwa muén di voi. “Cau khong dung mén trang miéng a? Ca phé hay cai gi d6?”
“Khéng, t& an xong roi.”

“Ho c6 mén banh phong c6 nhan thi phai? So map vi so6 ¢6 la...?”

“Khong, that do, to néc no roi,” va tir mot chd nao dé & nép gap cua chiéc vay phdong, nang
gio ra mot cai vi xach tay nho nhat thé gi¢i, va dinh mé ra.

“Nay, dé t& thanh toan!” t6i néi.

Va thé la toi trd tién, cudi cung gia ca chinh ra cting kha hop ly, nho téi c6 con suy sup tinh
thin toan tap thay cho mén trang miéng, va chung tdi bwéc ra ngoai.

Trén duong quay lai ky tic x4 cta nang, chung toi doi chu de, va noi vé sach, vé viéc ca hai
déu ghet D. H. Lawrence ra sao va ching toi thich cu6n sach nao cia Thomas Hardy hon; toi
thich cuon Jude Ké vo danh, con nang thi mé cuon Xa ddm doéng dién logn. b6 1a mot budi t6i
muodn cudi thang Muoi mot on hoa, dwong ph6 am wét mac du khéng c6 mua. Nang de nghi di
ngam canh, va roéi hai dira leo 1én ngon doi nhin xuong toan thanh phé, thé déc vi vira leo vira
noi chuyén, khong lic nao gian doan. Am thanh cta xe ¢ trén nhitng con duong thanh phé tré
nén xa dan va tleng dong duy nhat ngoai tru tleng noi cuia ching toi la tiéng gio lua qua nhiing
tan cay va tiéng phan phat cia chiéc vay da hoi bang xa tanh dang bay. Den nira duong lén doi
nang quang nhanh canh tay qua canh tay toi, gitt chat mot chut, roi nga dau Ién vai toi. Nguoi
gan day nhat quang tay toi thé nay 1a me, trén ducmg vé nha sau khi xem tdi dong vai chua Gié-
su trong vo kich Phiic dm. DT nhién ba da xem toi bi hanh hinh, chuyén d6 chac chan co tac
dong dén tinh cam cta mot ba me, nhung toi nhé la ngay ca khi d6 t6i vAn cam thay c6 mot
chut la 1am, phan thi tw hao, phan thi v cung boi roi, giong nhu toi 1a chu-linh-nho-dich- thurc
ctia ba hay mot thir gi d6 vay. Alice nam ldy canh tay toi khong chut e de, mot hanh dong nhu
thé nang da lwom lat duoc tir mot bo phim truyén hinh c6 trang, nhung that hay, t6i cdm thay
4m hon va nhu cao 1én dwoc ndm phan.

Lén t&i dinh doi ching toi ngoi Xuong mot bang ghe dai, nang ép sat hong vao toi dé hai
dira ng6i mot cach am cing va thoai mai ¢ mot goc, va mac d t6i c6 thé cAm thay hoi Am dang
thdm qua quan va biét la n6 dé lai nhitng vét tao, toi cling khong ban tam. Thuec ra, t6i cling sé
khong ban tam néu ching toi cir ngdi & day mai mai, ngdm nhin thanh phé & bén dwéi, va
nhitng 4nh dén dwdong cao tdc tdéa ra do veé viing ndng thon.

“T@ vira chot nhan ra, té& chwa chiic mirng sinh nhat cau.”
“0, khong sao dau...”

“Du vay, chic cau sinh nhat vui vé...”

“0, cdm on ciuy, ciu cling vay.”

“Cé diéu hom nay khong phai sinh nhit t&,” nang néi.
“Khong, di nhién khong phai. Xin 16i cau.”

“Va td cling khong cé qua sinh nhat cho cau nira...”



“Khéng sao. Budi t6i hom nay chinh la mét mén qua réi.”

Ching toi nging noi chuyén, va toi dinh bung chi lén mot s6 chom sao, giong nhw nguoi ta
van lam trong phim. Toi da hoc thudc long tén ching chi dé cho mot dip nhu thé nao, nhung
troi qua nhleu may, nén thay vao d6 téi ban khoidn khong biét troi co du toi dé hén nang
khong, hay nang cé da say dé cho phép t6i hén khong.

“Brian ne, cau dinh lam gi vao Giang sinh?”

“U’'m, khong biét...”

“Cau muon dén va & lai khong?”

“Pau co?”

“Voi to.”

“0' Luan Pon u?”

“Khong dau, gia dinh t& cé mot ngdi nha riéng & Suffolk. Ciu c6 thé gap Rose va Michael.”
“Rose va Michael la ai vay?”

“B6 me to!”

“Phai roi! 'm té thich 1dm, nhung t& khong mudn dé me mot minh...”

“Di nhién khong roi, nhung cdu co thé ghé vé sau Giang sinh, vao ngay sau Lé tang qua
hoac ngay nao do. Va bo me to hau nhw chi thich & rleng véi nhau thoi, thé nén hau hét thoi
gian sé chi c6 t& va ciu” - nang nghi cdn thuyet phuc téi - “ching minh cé thé di choi, dao phs,
doc sach, néi chuyén va lam nhirng thir khac...

“Puwoc roi,” toi noi.
“Tuyét vori! Thda thuin vay nhé. Biy gio té lanh cong roi. Chiing minh vé nha tho6i.”

Luc chung toi vé dén ky tiic xa cia nang thi da 1a nira dém, nhung van con mot vai nguoi di
to1 di lui doc theo hanh lang 1at san g0, nhu'ng ke hoc gao, nhu'ng nguwoi mat nga va nhitng tén
st dung ma tdy. Ca bon déu néi “Chao Alice” va roi li€c nhin tbi day nghi hodc, nhung t6i khong
de tam. T6i qua ban suy nghi vé cach chung toi chao tam biét, quy trinh cua no. Ding lai truoc
clra phong, nang noi, “t6t hon 1a t& nén leo thang 1én givdong di ngu, ngay mai cé bai giang lic
chin gio muaoi lam.”

“Phai ddy. V&...?”
“Stanislavski va Brecht, vé kich Pwdrng phdn déi Ién, ddu cham héi.”

“Phai roi, vi xét trén nhiéu mat thi ho khong that sw khac biét dén thé, mac du nguoi ta co
xu hudng nghl triét Iy cia ho loai trirlan...

“That diy, Brian, thit sw t& nén di ngu.”
“ROi. A, ma cdm on ciu vi da dong y di choi véi té.”

“Brian - t& khong dong y. T¢ mudn di,” réi nang ruén nguoi vé trwdc rat nhanh va hon Ién
mit tdi cho gan tai. Nu hon that nhanh, glong nhw mot c mo cda ran hd mang, va phan xa cua
toi khong han da theo kip, nén tdi chi c6 thoi gian da dé tao ra tleng hon chut am 1 véi cai
miéng md to 18n 16 tai clia nang, roi cdnh cira dong lai va nang bién mat.



Va mot lan nita, toi di bo trén con duong xe chay lat soi, di Ve nha. Cu01 cung thi moi
chuyén ciing on. Toi nghit thé Ia 6n. T6i da duoc m0'1 dén ng01 nha riéng ¢ vung néng thon cua
nang, va toi nght hién gio nang da tim thdy & toi “su thd vi”, ngay ca khi “su thu vi” khong that
swla diéu toi theo dudi. Toi c6 phan khong thoai mai vé ly do tai sao lai thé, nhung van..

“0 hay, Jackson!”
To6i nhin quanh.

“Xin 16i, y t& 12 Brian. Brian, trén nay ne..."” bg 1a Rebecca, c6 dang ruén nguoi ra khoi ctra
s6 l[Au mot, chuén bi di ngu trong chiéc ao thun ngan tay mau den dai.

“Thé nao, chuyén sao roéi, chang trai dang yéu?”
“0, cu biét day. Tot dep.”

“Thé la tinh yéu da nay né?”

“Khong phai ‘yéu’. “Thich’ théi.”

“ “Thich’ nay no. T¢ nghi vay. Té cam nhan dwoc diéu do6. Giong nhw trong khong khi ay.
Lam t6t 1dm, Brian. VAy ciu hay Kién tri & d6 nhé, anh ban.”

Trén dwong vé nha t6i di dén gara mé thau dém va tu thét dai minh mot Picnic va lon Lilt
bang s6 tién tiet kiém dwoc nho khoc 1oc. Khi toi Ve dén Richmond House thi d4 gan hai gio
sang. C6 ba mau gidy nhan viét tay dwoc dinh trén ctta phong...

7:30 Brian — me cdu goi.

10:45 Spencer goi. Nhan la cdu dy “dd chdn dén phdt dién”. Cdu dy & tram xdng sudt dém.
Goi lai cho cdu ay.

Brian, cdu lam on dirng xai stta rira mdt Apri cua té& ma khéng them hoi nhé?
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CAU HOI: Chinh x4c thi Dorothy Gale phai lam gi dé quay vé Kansas?

TRA LOT: Pap goét chan xuéng dat ba lan, trong dau thi nghi rang “Khong Noi Nao Tét Hon
O’ Nha”.

Khi t6i mo ctra vao nha, me van con & Woolworths, nén toi pha mot ca day tra, quang
phich nguoi Xuong ghe sofa, 1dy but danh dau cin thin chu‘o'ng trinh ti vi s€ xem vao dip Giang
sinh trén t¢& tap san cua Radlo Times. Toi cam thay kiét strc hoan toan, that khong may, diéu
nay phén 1én 1a do loai bia ty u cua Josh va Marcus honla nhing nhiét thanh hoc hanh. Mot vai
tuan lé cu01 clia hoc ky da troi qua véi mot vai bita tiéc buon té thua thét ngudi tham du trong
ngdi nha cua nhlrng ngwoi xa la, hay tro uéng thi trong nha bép véi dam ban cla Josh va
Marcus; nhirng thang con trai ChO’l thé thao to cao, lwc lwong va nhirng dira con gai nong nhiét,
c6 lan da ram nang quanh nam ¢ nhing doi thé thao dung vot dé bat va ném bong, hét thay
déu dung cb ao so'mi 1én, déu hoc tleng Phap, déu dén tir nhu'ng hat xung quanh Luan Don, va
déu c6 mai téc - vang hoe chai ra sau giong hét nhau. T6i da ché ra mot cau chuyén dua kha hay
vé kiéu con gai nay, dé 1a tit ca bon ho déu di ra tir c6 xe ngua c6-chum-tua-trén-néc [1]
nhung khong may la khong c6 ai dé ké chuyén dua do.

[1]. Nguyén vdn “Surrey-with-a-fringe-on-top”: tén mét bai hat.

Du sao di nira, bat ké nguoi ta day ho cai gl 0 nhiing truong tw do, hoc chac chan biét cach
udng bia. T6i cam thay bi dau doc, xanh xao va om doi, va téi mung vi da ve dén nha, duoc nam
dai trén ghé sofa, xem ti vi. Trwa nay khong c6 chlrcmg trinh gi hay, ch1 c6 mot vai phlm cao
boi, téi bén dwa mat nhin méng lung vao nhiing tdm anh hoi di hoc ctia minh dé trén néc ti vi,
chup truedrc khi bo mat. Con dleu gi xam xit va buon ba hon mot tam anh ci hoi di hoc? Ho noi
may chup hinh lam t6i trong map ra khoang hai ky rudi, nhu'ng c6 vé trong tdm anh nay s6
16 tang thém do da don hoan toan vao ddm mun trirng ca. Toi trong hét nhu nguoi Trung co,
mot nan nhan cua dich bénh, toan nhirng mun nhot, va tdi tw hdi me thay thé nao khi toi cudi
nhan nhé kha 6 trwdc mat ba lic ba dang c6 xem ti vi.

T4m anh khién toi nan L long dén mirc phai tat ti vi va di vao bép dé dun am nuwoc pha thém
tra. Trong khi doi nuwdc s6i, toi nhin ra san sau, mot miéng dat nhé phi béng ram cé kich
thwdc cia mot cai giwong d01 ma me da lat gach sau khi bo mat, cho d& buon. To6i pha tra roi
dem tui xach di 1én phong ngu ¢ trén gac. Me da tat 1o swoi, dé tiét kiém hoi dot, thé la phong
lanh nhw d4, nén t6i dé nguyén quan 4o leo 1én giwong va nhin 1én trin nha. Cha hidu sao cai
givong c6 ve nhuw nho hon, giong nhw giwdng tre con, ma thue ra thi can phong trong nho hon
chir khéng chi cai giuong. Chua ma@i biét tai sao, khong phai la do t6i da 1én thém ra, nhwng roi,
chi sau ba thang toi bat dau cam thay day giéng nhu phong ciia mét nguoi khac. Nhirng thi de
¢ day glong nhuw do choi cua con nit - nhiing dong truyén tranh, nhitng hoa thach nam &
nguong ctra s0, nhirng mau ghi chu ctia Brodie, m6 hinh may bay phi mot lop bui treo trén
tran nha, nhu'ng cai ao so mi di hoc cil treo trong tu quan ao. Vi nguyén c& nao do, t6i bat dau
cam thay thoang budn, nén bén nghi vé Alice mot 14t, va roi téi ngu thiép di.

T6i da khong néi chuyén voi nang ding nghia mot thoi gian dai roi. Cudc hop doi tuyén
cuoc thi Thach thirc da dwoc giai tan cach day hai tuan, va ke tir bira d6 nang duong nhu bi
nuét chirng vao trong cai hoi nho cia minh, mot dam 6n ao, khep kin voi nhitng dira con trai
con gai xinh dep, banh bao ma t6i da thay trong quan bar sinh vién, hay khi ho lai xe quanh
pho, bay hay tam nguoi nhét chat nich vao chiéc xe 2CV vang nhat day khéi, chuyén tay nhau
chai vang do va nghe nhac cua Jimi Hendrix, sau d6 ca bon quay lai cin hd kiéu vua George cua
mot nguoi trong nhom dé thich tha chia sé ma tdy va lam tinh véi nhau. Trén thuc té [an toi



tiép can Ahce vOi khoang cach gan nhatla & quan bar sinh vién cach day hai ngay. T6i da tién
lai va n6i “Xin chao”, bon ho déu dap lai “Xin chao”, twoi tinh va mim cwoi, nhung khong may la
khong c6 di ghé & ban dé toi c thé ng01 xubng cung vOi ho. Hon nita, Alice phai veo ca ¢ moi
quay lai noi chuyén duwgc voi toi, va cling khong m4t nhiéu thoi gian dé ban c6 thé ding &
ngoai ria mot nhém gidng nhuw thé truérc khi ban bit dau cdm thay nhw thé minh dang lam
nhan vién don ban. Di nhién t6i khong cam thiy gi ngoai sw khinh thwong cai dam trich
thuong, ty man, banh choe do, nhuwng khong may sy khinh thwong d6 khong du dé toi khong
muon la mot thinh vién cta ho

Nhung chiing t6i cling dd xoay x¢ no6i chuyén du lau dé Alice c6 thé xac nhan rang chuyen
di nghi & ngdi nha noéng thon sé duoc tién hanh. T6i khong phai mang gi theo ngoai trir that
nhiéu sach va 3o khoac. That ra nang da cwoi nhao khi toi héi c6 phai dem theo khdn tam
khong “Nha té cé ca dong khan tam nang noi, va téi nghi, phai, dlrcrng nhién nang c6 roi.
“Khéng thé cho duoc nita, nang noi. “Khoéng thé che thém dwoc nira,” toi ndi, nhung toi that
sy 0y do, vi toi biét & truong toi that sy chang bao gio co thé ch1em nhiu thoi gian cla nang,
c6 qua nhleu diéu phan tam, qua nhleu nhing thang con trai giy cao léu nghéu ngheu nghén
c6 tién cda va can ho riéng. Nhtrng cudi cung, khi chiing t6i di xa v&i nhau, chi cO toi va nang,
do6 sé la co hoi cha toi, thoi co to 1on dé€ chitng minh cho nang thay viéc chung to6i & bén nhau la
hoan toan khong thé tranh khai.

b6 1a buodi sang ngay Giang sinh, viéc dau tién toi lam khi thitrc day la an mot to Frosties
day va bat ti vi 1én. Bay gi¢ khoang muo1i gid, va bo phim Phu thuy xi OZ da chiéu roi, nén toi
dé man hinh bat trong khi me va t6i m¢ qua cua nhau. B cling hién dién ¢ do, theo cai cach,
glong nhuw hén ma cda Jacob. Marley, an mac giéng trong tam anh cii chup bang may Polaroid
ma toi con gilt, trong mét méi va chua chat trong cai 4o ngu do tia, mai toc den chai nguoc ra
sau, 6ng mang mot doi dép 1é méi va dang hdt bao thudc téi dd mua va géi lai lam qua cho dng.

Nam nay me mua cho toi may cai ao gi 1é ma&i va Tuyen tdp chon loc cua e.e.cummings ma
toi da yéu cau rd rang, va ba da phai ddt mua dac biét. Toi xem gia tién trén trang gidy dé trang
& dau va cam thay can rut lwong tam vi no dit qua, it nhat ciing bang mot ngay luwong, nhung
toi ben cam on va hon 1én ma ba, dwa mon qua cua t6i cho ba dé dap lai - mot gi6 nhirng chai
dau thom nho dan bang liéu gai mua & Body Shop, va mot cuén Ngdi nha lanh I[éo cii thudc th
sach Everyman’s Library.

“Gi day?”
“D6 1a mot tac pham cua Dickens yéu thich cia con. Hay tuyét voi.”
“Ngoi nha lanh 1€0? Nghe nhw chinh ngoi nha nay vay.”

Va cau noi d6 vira moi tao dung nén tinh than chung cho ngay hom nay, thit sw 1a nhw vay.
Giong nhu trong truyén ctia Dickens.

Cha Des cung an bira toi Gidng sinh v&i chung t6i. Vo chi Des dé bo chu dé chay theo mot
ga dong nghiép cach day hai nam, nén hing nim me déu mo1i chd an bita toi Gidng sinh vi chu
khong con nhiéu nguoi than. Mac du khong phal la chu rudt cua toi, chi la mot nguoi song cach
ba can nha, cht van nghi la bang cach ndo dé cé quyén lam réi tung toc toi va trd chuyén véi
t6i nhw thé t6i méi mwoi hai tuoi.

“Thé& chau thé nao h3, nhéc ti?” chid hoi, bang cai giong dé danh con nit.
“Khéde, cAm on chu Des.”

“Troi dat quy than oi, 0 truong dai hoc ho khong day chau cach dung lugc hay sao!” chu
thot 1én, vo dau toi. “Nhin bo dang cua chdu ma xem!” - r6i, xu1 1&n, bl xu1 - va téi chot nay ray
nghi 1 tit ca diéu nay that budn cudi khi dwoc phat ra tir mot ngudi dan 6ng bdn muoi 1dm



tudi c6 mai toc vang hoe uon quan va mot bé rAu nham nhé hét nhu dwoc cit ra tir mot mau
tham, nhung t6i im lang vi me khong thich t6i cii lai chu Des. Thé la toi lam bd lung tung
ngwong ngung va tu thdy minh hdy con may va it ra nim nay chu 4y khong ldy ndm muoi xu ra
tir ddng sau tai toi.

Me tho dau khoi ctra va thong bao, “Moén cai 1én nhe!” Mot luong hoi nong ¢ chat diép luc
phang phat di xac thure loi canh bao cua ba, va toi cam thay hoi budn ndn, vi tdi van con co thé
cam nhan dugc vi cua Frosties bi mac ket gitra may cai rang khon. Sau d6 ba quay lai nha bép
con ch Des va tdi ngdi xem Phu thily xit Oz véi Am lwong dwoc van nhoé xudng.

“Quy than o1, khong phai lai 1a th rac ruoi nay cha!”
Phu-thiy-chét-tiét-clia-cai-x-0z-chét-bam.”

chu Des la 1én. “Giang sinh nao cling

“Chia nghi ho sé tim mot bo phim khac d€ chiéu sao?!” t6i hoi. Roi chi Des hoi vé truong
hoc.

“Vay that sy thi chau lam gi sudt ca ngay ha?” Téi cho d6 1a mot cau hoi hay, va la cau hoi
t6i da tw van ban than déi lan.

“Nhiéu chuyén dé lam 1am - di 1én giang duwong, doc sach, viét tiéu ludn - dai loai nhw vay.”
“Va chi vy thoi ha? Quy than oi - tot cho mét vai...!”
Phai doi chta dé thoi. “Thé con chi thi sao ha chu Des, cong viéc ciia chid thé nao r6i?”

“O, khong co gi am 1, Bri 3, lic nay thi khong co gi am i...” Chu Des lam trong nganh xay
dung - xay nha kinh trong hoa, cong vom va mai hién - hay it nhat chu da lam coéng viéc do cho
dén khi co vu ly di va suy thoai kinh té. Hién tai chiéc xe tai nam lwoi nhac truéc nha, va chu
Des danh phan 16m thoi gian dé thao roi dong co, roi gan chdng lai, hoan toan khong chuan Xac,
de sau d6 phai thao ching ra mot lan nita. “Nguoi ta duwong nhu* khong muon mé mang cai gi
ca, khi dang trong cudc suy thoai. Nhing cai do ding la xa xi pham, nhiing cong vom va nha
kinh 4 dy...” Réi chu ldy ngon tay ép rau xuong, va hec nhin thé lwong vao bd phim Phu thuy xi
0z, nhlrng con khi hoi phlen toai c6 canh moc ra ¢ sau lung, con toi thi thay that té néu di hoi
cht vé cong viéc khi ma t6i da biétla né ching hé suo6n sé. Sauk hi mot hay hai hoi ngady nguoi
nhin vao nhwng con khi dang bay, chu a ay kéo minh ra khéi sy bang quo do, bang mot swno luc
van dong cua co thé, ngoi thang lung hét mtrc co thé theo do dai lung ghe va vo tay. Dwo'c roi,
gio udng chut gi do chu"’ Rot cudc thi hém nay ciing la Giang sinh kia ma. Thudc doc clia chau
la gi day Bri?” roi thi, bi 4n “... ngoai trtr mén cai Brussels!”

Toi nhin dong ho dé trén bé 1o sudi - da 11 gio 55 r01 “Chu Des nay, chau sé uong bia,” va
chd ling xdng di vao nha bép, lam nhuw thé chi 4y séng & day vay.

Luic an bira trwa trong nha bép va kénh Radio 2 dang bat, tdi quyét dinh céng bd tin trong
dai.

“Nhan diy - con mudn thong bdo mot chuyén...”
Me ngirng nhai. “Chuyén gi?”

”n

“Mo6t s6 chuyén da xay ra & trwong dai hoc vao cudi hoc ky.
“0i, Chta o1, Brian...” me noi, bum tay che miéng.
“Me dung lo, chuyén khong té dau...!”
Ba nhin sang chu Des, roi cang thang néi, “Néi tiép di con...”

'"

“A, con sip tham gia chwong trinh Thdch thirc Pai hoc!



“Gi co, cai chiéu trén ti vi d6 ha?” chud Des hoi.
“Trang phéc! Con & doi tuyén!”

Me bat dau cudi sdc sua, va nhin sang Des, cung dang cwoi pha 1én. “Chic mung chau, Brl
chi néi, va dit nia xudng dé rdnh ban tay vo toc. “bay la mot tin vé vang, that sy la vé vang...

“Chua o1, va that nhe cd nguwdi,” me néi, ubng mét ngum rwou day, va dat tay 1én nguc dé
lam diu nhip tim dang dap.

“Sao vay me, thé me nghi con sdp noéi gi co?”

“A, con cung, that tinh 13, me ' nghi con bao me la con bj dong tinh!” ba néi roi lai pha Ién
cwoi, va nhin sang chd Des, chii 3 4y cling bat dau cudi, cwol 1am dén mikc t6i e chu 4y sip bi
nghen rau ciling nén.

Vao buo6i chiéu, sau khi xtr ly xong mon ga tay, chi Des tw rot cho minh mét ly Scotch lon
va chAm mot diéu xi ga dai nhd, con me chAm mdt di€u Rothman, réi chiing t6i cham chu theo
doi chwong trinh Top of The Pops Chu Des cau nhau moi lAn may quay chia vao nhitng ca sT hat
dém an mac ho hang, me cwoi khoan dung va vo vao canh tay chi. Ba nghi ra cach thirc riéng
clia minh dé giai quyet mot thung rwou so6 cd la truyén thong, cin cai nap ra khoi nhiing chai
riou s6 ¢d la nhé va rét nhé giot nhiéu loai rwou khac nhau vao miéng minh, hét nhu mot ké
nghlen rwou kho tinh. Pay 1a mot buwéc tién méi day ky quai trong viéc nghlen rwou cia ba, va
toi khong biét dieu gl da khién ba nhw thé, nhwng khong mudn bi bo lai dang sau, t6i tiép tuc
uéng hét mot 16¢ bon lon bia. Vi tdi Ia mot tay nghién nhac jazz, va ludn cap nhat tinh hinh am
nhac thinh hanh hién nay, toi da giup nhan dang nhitng gwrong mit it tén tudi trong doan video
Do They Know It’s Chrzstmas7 (Ho c6 biét luén nay la Gidng sinh khong) sau do6 ca nha xem Bai
dién van ctia Nir hoang, roi chu Des 1én duong di gdp ngwoi me gia cua chu o pho trén, nhung
hira sé€ quay lai luc sau gio dé an nhiing moén con thua va choi tro co ti pha truyén thong kéo
dai vo tan, ma chu Des chic chan sé thang, nhung chi bang cach tw chi dinh minh 1a nha cai va
gian lan tién nong.

Sau d6 truwdc khi mat troi t6i hin, me va tdi mac 4o khoac roi di ra ngoai. Me nam lay
khuyu tay t6i khi hai me con di b0 vai dam dén nghia trang dé dat hoa lén mo bé. Khong kh1’

am va lanh khién ba c6 phan con say hon, va toi phai cdi xuéng dé nghe ba néi chuyén. Ba c
mui cta cay x6 thom, hanh va rwou Tia Maria.

Nhu thuong 1€ toi dirng voi me mot 1t va bao lam sao ma bia mo trong van con dep thé
nhl roi toi di khoi va dirng ra xa mot doan dé cho trong khi me néi chuyen voi bo. To6i luén
cam thay cé phan khong thoai mai khi cho doi ma khong co sach dé doc, nén thay vao do toi co
nhan dang cac loai chim, nhung chi c6 con qua va ac la (thudc ho qua), sdo da (ho sdo sdu) va
sé (ho sé nha), toi chang hiéu tai sao nghia trang ludn thu hut nhu'ng loai chim mang dén diém
bao chét chéc, bénh tat va kho dau nhwr thé, va sau khoang muoi phut thi me noéi xong nhiing gl
phai néi, ba cham nhe vao bia md, va b dl cdi diu xudng, va nam lay canh tay toi, khong noi
[ nao cho den khi ba c6 thé phan ndo kiém soat duwoc hoi thé va cé thé néi chuyen binh
thuong. Bdy gio thi troi da t6i han, nhung hai dira nhéc tir dién trang trong vung dang lai
nhitng chiéc xe dap BMX méi ma chung nhan duoc trong dip Giang sinh gitra nhitng ngoi mo,
dap phanh manh hét cor dé banh xe truot xudng thap lam dam 501 bi vang lén. Me, mat van con
dam 1é Va hoi say do ruou sb cd la, cam thay kho chiu trudc viéc do, va bat dau quat 1én véi
chung “Cac chau khong nén lam nhuw vay, khong pha1 ¢ nghia trang, hdy b1et ton trong chut
di.” - mot dua gio tay chit V roi dap xe ngang qua, cwoi vang va hét vonglai - “Xéo di, lo chuyén
cua ba di, ba gia ddm do&”. Toi c6 thé cam thay me lai dang bat khéc va dot nhién tdi c6 mong
muodn suc soéi 1a rwot sau thang oat do, tam lay mi trum cua cai ao parka va hat no ra khoi
chiéc xe dap moi, dé dau goi lén lung n6 va cha cai mat déu cang, ngu si cuané xuong dam séi,
dé xem mat bao lau thi né nin cwoi. Va roi cling dot nhién toi wédc minh dang & mot noi xa, xa
that xa noi nay, nam bat dong véi mot ai do, trén mot chiéc giwdong 4m 4p, chim vao giic ngu.
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CAU HOL: ‘Tén cua hop chat hitu co co cong thirc chung 1a R-OH, trong do R dai dién cho
nhém ankin gom cacbon va hidro, con OH dai dién cho m6t hoac nhigu nhém hidroxin?

TRA LOT: Rwou

Black Prince g mot quan rugu nho phuc vu riéng cho nhitng khach hang dudi do tudi cho
phép uong rieou. O treong chung toi quen goi no 1a Nha Tré, theo ly ludn ctia chti quan thi bat
ky dira tre nao du lau ca dé gidu ca vat cda bd dong phuc vao trong tui quan tirc la da du tudi
uong ruou. Vao budi trua thtr Sau canh tuong & dé gidng nhw mot canh phim Grange Hill, va
ban c6 thé cong khai di vao véi chiéc cap deo vai.

Ngoai hoc ky, that kho long twong twong c6 noi nao Vang vé hon noi nay dé hop madt va
udéng ruou. Nuéc son mau nau, thd thlen am thap, co phan glong nhu minh dang ngoi trong
than cua ai do, tuy nhién nam nam gan day, viéc hop mat ¢ cho nay vao moi toi cua Le Tang
qua da tré thanh truyen théng, ma truyen théng thi thleng liéng roi. Vay la chung toi ¢ day, toi,
Tone va Spencer, ngoi trong mot cai buodng nhwa vinyl c6 ma glong cuc mau, lan dau tién bon
toi gdp lai nhau ké tir hoi thang Chin. T6i c6 mot chit lo du trudc cudc tai ngd nay, nhu'ng
Spencer dwcyng nhu that long vui ming khi gip lai toi. Tone cling vay, theo cach riéng cta cau
ta, vé co ban la dwoc thé hién qua nhitng khép dét ngén tay cha manh 1én dinh dau toi.

“Cai qudi gi xay ra v&i mai téc cu thé nay?”
“Y caula sao?””

“Phdng 1én mot ti, ddng khong?” Tone chodp 14y chd gan tai toi, nglri nhw ngti trai dwa hau.
“Cau xai keo bot a?”

“Khong, lam gi c6 keo bot nao.” Thuc ra, tdi c6 xai mot it keo bot that.

“Thé né dwoc goi la gi, cai ki€u toc nhw thé nay ay?”

“Goi la kiéu Brideshead,” Spencer dap.

“Kiéu nay la ngan-sau-va-hai-bén. Thé ho goi kiéu dau ctia ciu la gi ha Tone?”

“Cha c6 tén gi sat né chi la chinh n6 thoi. Thé dao nay cau udng gi - vang do Bo bao Nha
v6i chanh? Rugu ndu Tay Ban Nha ly vira? Vang ngot trang...” Bt dau roi day, ma téi con chua
kip c&i cai 4o gio ra nitra.

“Tone, cho ntra lit bia di.”
“Bia ddc biét nhé?”
“Choi luén. Bia dac biét.”

“Bia ddc biét” tuc la bia-co-ruou-gin-o-trén-cung. Mot phan sw chuyen t1ep mang tinh
gido dyc cua chu quan nay la vun dap cho nhing thir nghiém va cai tién, va 6ng s€ khong chop
mit, bat ké ban yéu cau su két hop kinh tém nao. Ngoai ra, bia-c6-rugu-gin-o-trén-cung that
ra ciing da la mot su két hop kha chitng chac theo tiéu chi clia qua Black Prince roi. Bat ctt thit
gl khong c6 mui dira hay bac ha hay hat hoi déu dwoc coi 1a tinh té & day.



Dbay la lan toi di xa lau nhit ma khong gdp mat Spencer thwong xuyén ké tir khi hai dra
muoi hai tudi, va toi rat lo lang khong biét c6 bat ky khoang lang nguong ngung nao khong
Nhwng day roi. Khoang lang. Spencer c6 khoa lap no bang cach nay miéng 16t coc bia cua cau ta
1én khong khi va chop 14y no, trong khi t6i nhoai tay ra lay hop diém, may ra thi sé cé cai gi dé
dé€ doc & mat sau hop diem.

“Nay. Té twdng cu da ndi la cudi tudn sé vé co ma?” cudi cung ciu ta cling 1én tiéng,
“A, t& cting dinh thé, nhwng ma ban chut viéc.”

“Ban. Phai roi.”

“Giang sinh vui ch&?” t6i hoi.

“Thwong thoi. Giong Giang sinh ndm ngoai, na na Gidng sinh ndm sau. Ciu thi sao?”

“0, cdu biét diy. Cling vy thoi.” Tone quay lai v&i ba c6c bia dac biét. “Thé nao... c6 gi mai
khong?” t6i hoi.

“Cai gi ‘mdi’ co?” Spencer hoi lai.
“Chd lam, y t&1a...”

“Chd 1am gi cht?” ciu ta hoi, nhay mat. Theo nhu toi biét, Spencer van dang lam hop dong
thu ngan ca dém.

“Thi & tram xang iy...”

A gio chd t& 1am cé khuyén mai mot bo ly uéng rwou vang, cai dé gdy xao dong dir day
nhé, r01 co hom thi gia pizza bon sao tang, chuyén dé cling kha ly ky. Nén noi chung, t& chua
bao gio thay tha vi nhu thé nay tir khi co thanh Kit-Kat toan so6 c6 la d6. A, tuan trudc c6 mot
dam sinh vién lai di thdng ma khong tra tién..

“Té mong la cau da rwot theo ching,” Tone néi khay.

“O, khong, Tone, t& khong ruot theo, vi chung ¢ trong xe con td thi di bo. Voi lai, to chi
dwoc tra c6 1 bang 80 xu mét gio. Ho phal trd t& nhidu hon sé d6 truéc khi té xa than ruot
dudi chix.”

“Lam thé nao ciu bi€t bon nd 1a sinh vién?” t6i héi, nhir moi.

“A,vi ching dn mac rat xau. Khan choang cé dai, mat kinh tron nho, toc cat xdu om...” Cau
ta mim cwoi day any vdi Tone, sau do quay lai phia t6i. “Bri nay, thi luc cau sao roi?” bay 1a tro
dua gitra Tone va Spencer, bon ho tin rang t6i da néi déi d6i véi chuyén gia nhin khoa dé dwoc
deo kinh.

“Tét, cdAm on ciu, Spencer,” va téi quyét dinh di 14y it khoai tiy chién.

Trén 16i ra quay bar, toi nghi mot hoi vé viéc huwong ra ctra va bé di. Téi quy Spencer va
Tone, dac biét la Spencer, va toi nghi hai dira ciing quy toi, du Chiia mo1i biét ching tdi chua
bao gio noi ra cai tir bat dau bang chir Q 4y lan nao, it nhat thi cling chua tung lam thé trong
tinh trang tinh tao. Nhung vao sinh nhat thd mwoi tam cua toi, Spencer va Tone da troi toi
tran nhw nhong vao cudi cau tau Southend va ép tdi udng thudc nhuan trang, nén dé la mot thw
tinh yéu dwgc thé hién theo nhitng cach doc dao.

Khi toi quay lai, hai dira dang bat dau noi vé doi song tinh duc ctia Tone, nén téi biét minh
s€ thoat nan trong mot hodc vai t1eng dong ho téi. Phuc vu quay bar, tho cit téc, gido vién, chi
ctia ban hoc, hoic thim chi 1a me cta ban hoc, dwong nhu khong ai mién nhiém véi strc mé



hoac Bac Au cua Tone. Danh sach th1 vO tan, chi tiét th1 ro rang, Va sau mOt hoi toi bat dau cam
thay muén tdm, nhung Tone rd rang €0 mot diéu gi d6 khién cu ta dic biét duoc yéu thich,
mot diéu gi do khong phai sw nhay cam, diu dang hay than trong. Sé dé dang hon néu tuong
twong la, sau khi lam tinh, cau ta cha dot ngoén tay that manh Ién dau ngwoi tinh. T6i thac mac,
nhung khéng hoi, liéu Tone c6 thuc hién bién phap an toan tinh duc hay khong, nhung ngo
rdng cau ta nghi tro do chi danh cho nhitng dita nhat chét. Néu Tone bi ném ra khdi may bay,
cAu ta van nghi rang cai du 1a th danh cho nhitng dira nhat chét.

“Thé con ciu thi sao ha, Brian, c6 dong tinh gi khong?”

“Khong han.” Nghe c6 vé hoi mu mo, nén téi bén ho hitng noi thém, “Cé6 mot c6 gai ten
Alice, c6 nang moi to dé€n & cung vao ngay mai, tai ngdi nha & vung néng thén ctia ¢b dy, nén..

“Nha & ndéng thén cia cd 4y?” Spencer hdi. “Co 4y 1am gi? Mot c6 gai vat sita bo a?”
“Cau biét ddy, m6t ngdi nha, & ndong thon, cia bd me co ay...”

“Thé ciu sé ngd v&i c6 nang a?” Tone hoi.

“Bon t& rat thuan khiét nhé.”

“Thuin khiét c6 nghia la gi viy?” Spencer héi, mdc du ciu ta biét thira.

“Nghia la c6 nang khong cho cau quan hé chir sao,” Tone ndi.

“Té khong ‘quan hé’ voi ém Vi t& khong muon ‘quan hé’ véi ém, du sao thi ciling chwa phai
bay gior. T¢ ma da mudn thi té sé lam.”

“Mic du nhitng bang chirng gin day cho thdy khong phai thé,” Spencer noi.

Tone dwong nhw da nhan thay chuyén nay nuc cuoi dén khong ngd, nén téi quyét dinh lai
rut lui, di lay thém rugu-gin-va-bia; toi suyt vap chan khi roi khéi buong, nén toi biét bia dang
bat dAu cé tac dung. Can ddc biét lwu tAm dén viéc khong vung tay qua tran trong nhiing ngay
nay. Quan Black Prince von ré khong thé tuong dwoc, va c6 thé ba chang trai tre say xin noi
nang lam nham, hung hang, iy mi va bao lwc nay van nhan dwoec tién théi tw to mwoi bang.

Khi t6i ngoi xuéng, Spencer hoi toi, “Thé thwc ra thi ciu lam gi ca ngay ha?”
“N6i chuyén. Poc sach. Lén gidng dwong. Trang luan.”

“Nhung d6 khong phai la cong viéc that sw, phai vay khong?”

“Khong phai cong viéc. La trdi nghiém.”

“U, phai roi, té rat hanh phuic trong Trwong Pai hoc Cudc doi, cdAm on cdu rat nhiéu,” Tone

“T¢ da ndp don xin vao Truwong Pai hoc Cudc doi. Khong cé di€m chuin,” Spencer ndi.
“Khong phai lAn diu cu néi diéu dé, ding khong?” to6i hoi.

“Ro rang la khong roi. Thé con chinh tri thi sao?” Ciu hoi khién cho nguwdi ta cdm thiy nhw
bi 1dy que choc vao nguoi vay.

“Vé cai gi co?”

“Gan day c6 cudc biéu tinh tudn hanh nao khong?”



“Co mot hay hai gi do.”
“D€ lam gi?” Tone hoi.

biéu ding dan phailam la chuyen cha de, nhung t6i khong hiéu vi sao phai théa hiép quan
diém chinh tri cia minh chi d€ c6 dwoc mot cudc sdng dé dang, nén tdi bén ké ho nghe.

“Phan biét chung toc...”
“Ung ho hay chong ddi?” Spencer hoi.
“...S& Y té Quoc dan, Quyén ctia Nguoi Pong tinh...”

Tone ngang dAau 1én khi nghe thiy diéu nay. “Thang khén kiép nao dang cd gang cuép di
quyén cta cau vay?”

“Khéng phai quyén ciia t¢. D6 la mot dong thai cia Hoi dong Bao thi c6 ngan chdn cac
trwong hoc phac hoa tinh duc dong giéi theo chiéu hwéng tich cuc; d6 1a hoi ching so va ky thi
quan hé dong gidi...

“Thé day la nhitng gi ho lam ha?” Spencer hoi.

“Ai co?”

“Trudng dai hoc. Vi té& khong nhé c6 ai day n6 trong treong chiing minh.”

“A, khong, truong khong day, nhung...”

“Thé thi tai sao dé lai 1a m6t van dé to tat?”

“U, y t& 1a cdu da tré thanh ngudi dong tinh ma c6 can phai dwoc day dé gi dau,” Tone néi.
“Phai roi, dang vay, Tone 3, thitla mét y hay...”

“A, t& nghi d6 12 mot scandal,” Spencer noéi, lam bo gian dit. “Té nghi né phdi dwoc day.
Chiéu thitr Ba. M6n Dong tinh dbi...”

“Xin 10i, c6 o1, em quén lam bai tip dong tinh roi...”

' »n

“Ching chi dong tinh!..

Ba dwra t01 cb gang nght ra mot chuyén dua khac nhung khong duor, thé nén thay vao do
Spencer noi, “A, t& nghi that tuyét vi cau dang dua ra ldp truong vé mot diéu quan trong, to
nghi thé that day Mot diéu gi d6 anh huéng dén tat ca ching ta. Glong nhu khi cau gia nhap
Phong trao P4u tranh Giai trir Vil khi Hat nhan 4y. Ching ta da c6 cudc tham sat hat nhan nao
chwa? Chwa nha.”

Tone loang choang buéc di. “Xem nao. Van giéng nhw niy nhé?”
“Tone, lan nay dirng cho gin,” tdi n6i, biét 1a cu ta sé bd rwou gin vao bia.

Sau khi cdu ta di khdi, Spencer va t6i ngoi xép may tui khoai tay chién rong thanh nhing
hinh tam giac nho, b1et 1a chuyén nay van chua ngd ngi. Rwou gin lam toi de ndi néng, con
sung sia nira; di ra ngoai ChO’l vo1i ban be con c6 nghia ly gi néu tat ca nhitng gi ho dinh lam 13
gieu cot? Cudi cung toi noéi, “Thé ciu phan déi diéu gi ha Spencer?”

“Cha biét. Mai téc cau chang?”

“Khong dua dau day.”



“Tin t& di, néi nghiém tdc ma...”
“Nhuwng that diy, chac ciu phai d4u tranh cho mot cai gi diy chit.”
“Khong biét. Nhiéu thi 1dm. Nhung chic khong phai quyén cia ngudi dong tinh...”

“Dau chi co quyen clia ngudi dong tinh, con c6 nhitng tht khac, nhitng thi cling anh huong
dén cau, nhu*ng thir gidng nhw cat giam phuc loi, cit giam tién tro cip that nghiép, nan that
nghiép...

“A, thdi xin cAm on, ban Brian cla toi, t& murng la cau quyét tdm dau tranh thay cho phan
t&, va t& dang trong chd dwoc nhan thém tién cong day.”

T6i khong biét néi gi nira. T6i ¢d ndi mot diéu gi d6 hoa giai hon, bang giong ban bé. “Nay,
nam hoc t&i cau lén d6 tham té di!”

“Pai loai giong Ngay Nghé nghiép ha?”

“Khong, ciu biét diy, chi 1a d€ vui choi thoi...” va day chinh la thoi diém ma toi can dé6i chu
de sang tinh duc hay dién anh hay truyen hinh hay gi d6. Nhung thay vi vay t6i héi, “Ma sao
cau khong thi lai chirng chi A-level nhi?”

“U'm, bdi vi té khong muén ching...?”
“Nhung thé thi dung la phi pham...”

“Phi pham? Phi pham cai dau ciu ay! Poc tho va thi didm vao ci tit cua ciu trong ba nim
troi, ddy méi la phi pham.”

“Nhung cau dau can phai hoc khoa Van, ciu c6 thé chon mot khoa khac kia ma, mot cai gi
d6 c6 ich cho nghé nghiép sau nay...

“Brian, d6i chu dé dwoc khong?”
“Dlr(_rc thoi...”

. Vi t& da c6 du loi khuyén hwong nghiép dén phatso & Cuc Ytéva An sinh Xa hoi roi, t&
khong thiét tha véi 1o khuyén nao trong quan ruou vao Lé Tdng qua nita..

“Thoi dwgc roi. Chuyén cha dé vay.” Nhw mot dé nghi hoa binh, tdi dé xuit, “Co may do vui
nhé?”

“Chac chan roi. May d6 vui di.”

Quan Black Prince da dau tw sam mot cai may dé vui méi, dwoc vi tinh héa, thé 1a ching
to6i cam bia chd cai may, dit c6c thing bang trén mat no.

“Ai dong vai Cagney trong chwong trinh truyén hinh Cagney va...”
“C - Sharon Gless,” toi noi.

bung.

“Tran chién Trafalgar dién ra nim...?”

“B-1805,” toi dap.

“Biét danh cia Norwich City FCla...”



“A - Canaries,” Tone noi.

bung.

C6 1€ ddy la thoi diém tot dé nhdc téi cudc thi Thdch thikc...
“Davros da phat minh ra cai gi?”

“A - C6 may Daleks,” toi noi.

bung.

“Ho gdc cda ai la Schicklegruber?”

“B - Hitler,” toi noi.

bung.

T6i c6 thé'tinh co thét ra trong luc tro chuyén, mét cach binh thuong; “Co chuyén nay khong
biét t& da ké chwa nhi? Té chudn bi tham gia Thach thirc Pai hoc!”

“Ngudi My nao nam ky luc gianh dwoc nhiéu huy chwong Olympic nhit...?”

“D - Mark Spitz,” Tone noi.

bung

“Cdu c6 biét Thach thirc Pai hoc khéng, trén truyén hinh ay ?”Co Ié ho sé khong ché nhao
f‘}clzllétCo Ié ho nghi chuyén dé ciing vui - lam tét Idm Bri - rét cudc thi chiing ta vdn la ban bé than

“MOt cAu hoi nita théi, chiing ta sé thang dwoc hai bang!”

“Dwoc roi, tip trung vao...”

Minh nhdt dinh phdi ké cho ho nghe vé Thdch thikc...

“Phim Chién tranh gitra cdc vi sao dwgc dé clir bao nhiéu giai Oscar?”

“B - BOn,” to6i noi.

“D - Khong,” Tone noi.

“Té chdcla bdn,” toi noi.

“Khong doi nao. D6 1a cAu hoi meo. Phim ddy chang c6 batky...”

“Khong doat gidi, ma la dwoc dé ci...”

“N6 ciing khong dwoc dé ctr, tin té di Spence...”

“B6n, Spence, t& thé diy, B - bén...”

Vabay gio hai dtra déu nhin Spencer, mot cach khan khodn, “Lam on chon t& di ma, té chi
Khong phai cau ta dau, t¢ moi dung, to thé, chon té di, phan thlro'ng hai bang day” va, dwoc
13m, cau 4y chon t6i, cau dy tin toi, cu dy chon B.

Sai. Pap an chinh xac1a D - muwoi dé ctr.



“Thay chwa!” Tone quat 1én.

“Cau cling sai con gi!” T6i quat lai.
“C4ula d6 ngu,” Tone noi.

“Cdu maoi la ngu,” toi dap.

“Ca hai cau déu ngu!” Spencer noi.
“Cau la do ngu, cau ngu,” Tone noi.

“Khéng, bo téo a, cdu ngu thi c6,” Spencer néi va rét cudc thi téi quyét dinh c6 1€ khong
nén ké ho nghe vé Thach thirc.

Ntra lit ruou gin voi bia lan thir tw lam ca bon dé xuc dong va luyen tiéc nhing chuyén da
x4y ra cach day sau thang, va ching toi ngoi hoi twdng mot cach triu mén vé nhiing nguoi
chiing t6i khong that sy thich, nhitng niém vui ma chiing t6i khong that sw c6 duorc, vé viec cd
Clarke day Thé duc that swla dong tinh ntt, va Barry Pringle chinh xac thi map nhw thé nao, va
roi, cudi ciing, quan rwou bao sap déng cira.

Bén ngoai quan Black Prince, troi bat ddu mwa. Spencer dé xuit ca bon di tdi quan bar m¢
thdu dém ¢ Manhattan xem sao, nhung chung toi khong say dén mitc dé. Tone da nang duoc
mot bang video moi nhan dip. Glang sinh, va muon xem bo phim Thir Sdu ngay 13 c6 do dai
tam muwoi chin phdt, nhung tdi dd budn buc va say 13m roi, nén quyét dinh vé nha, di theo
hwéng nguoc lai.

“Dip ndm mé&i, ciu sé vé day ch?” Tone hoi.
“Khong nghi vay dau. Té nghi s€ & cung Alice.”
“Duwoc thoi anh ban, gdp cau sau,” ciu ta vdo manh vao lung tdi roi loang choang suyt nga.

Nhung Spencer. lién bwérc téi dm cham lay toi, hm thé cua cau ta nghe c6 mui bia véi rwou
gin & trén, va thi tham nhing loi wot at vao tai toi, “Nghe nay, anh ban Brian, cdu thuc sy la
ban t&, ngudi ban tot nhat, va thit tuyét khi cau buéc ra thé gioi bén ngoai, gap g& nhlrng
nguoi dac biét, c6 nhitng trai nghlem méi, nhitng y twdng méi, & trong nhing trang vzen va
nhiing thir khac, nhung hay hira voi t¢ mot chuyén, duoc chu'7" Cau ta dua vao that sat. “Hra
voi té la cau khong tré thanh mot thang chét tiét toan tap.”
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CAU HOLI: Neu vEt bong chi anh huong den 16p biéu bi dwgc dinh nghia la bong d6 mot, vay
thi thuit ngir nao dé chi vét bong dén cic mé duwdi da?

TRA LOT: Bong do ba.

Cho du phan doi con lai cua toi cd dé doan trwoc, vo vi, 1o pho nhw thé& nao, ban van c6 thé
dam chac rang lic nao cling c6 mot diéu thd vi nao do xay dén véi lan da toi.

Khi ta con tré con, da chi la mot 16p bén ngoai hong hao khong thay doi: Khong co 16ng,
khong c6 16 chan 16ng, khong c6 mui, hitu ich. Thé r6i mot ngay ra nhin hinh cat ngang duéi
kinh hién vi trong cudn sach giao khoa Sinh vat chuong trinh O-level - nang, tuyen chit nhon,
m& dwdi da, va ta chot nhan ra c6 qua nhiéu thtt c6 thé khong hoat dong tot. Va ching da
khong hoat dong tot. Tl tu01 muoi ba tré di la mot bo phim truyén hinh dai tap cia nhiing cai
mun, theo va 16ng moc vao trong, phan bd khap noi, dwdi nhiéu hinh dang khac nhau, tir nhitng
16 chan long dau den kin dao sau tai cho dén nhung cai nhot-sang-tuw-bén trong sung lén trén
chép mii, trung tam hinh hoc cia khuon mat. Pé trd miéng, to6i da thir nhiéu tha thudt nguy
trang, nhu’ng tat ca cac loai kem téng mau da ma téi thir dai loai déu c6 mau hong cua bénh
bach tang va c6 xu huong thu hut sy chd y vao nhirng dém trén mat mot cach hiéu qua gidng
nhw ding but da quang vé mot vong tron vay.

To6i thue sy khong dé tAm dén chuyén nay hoi nién thi€u. A di nhién t6i cé bdn tdm, nhung
to6i da chap nhan n6é nhw mot phan cda qua trinh truong thanh; mot diéu cha dé chiu chit nao
nhung khong thé tranh khai. Nhung gi¢ toi dd muoi chin tudi, cai do tudi da phan dwoc dinh
nghia la nguoi 16n, va toi bat dau cam thiy khé sé. Sang nay, du'ng dwdi anh dén bong tron 100
oat trong bo do ngu, mat t6i trong dac biet xau té. T6i cam giac nhw thé minh dang ri ra rwou
gin, bia va dau lac tir vung chit T trén mat, va c6 mot vat the méi, mot cuc gi cung cing dudi
da, kich thuéc khoang bang hat dau, di chuyen ra xung quanh khi tdi cham vao. Toi quyét dinh
cau vién den dai phao. Chat lam se da. 0 cai nhan phia sau mét lo cé ghi “Cdnh bdo - c6 thé tay
trang vdi” va toi thodng lo lang c6 18  khong tot khi thoa 1én mat ta mot thir co thé lam chay mot
10 trén ghe sofa, nhung du sao thi ciing nén thtr mot phen. ROi toi rira lan cudi bang Dettol, chi
cau may man Sau Kkhi toi lam xong, phong tam c6 mui giong nhu bénh vién, nhung mat toi it ra
cling da c6 cam giac cang ra va dugc co rta sach, nhw thé t6i vira trai qua quy trinh rira xe
trong tinh trang bi budc vao nap ca po vay.

Co tleng g0 ctra va me budc vao, cam theo chiéc 40 so mi dai tay khong c6 bang vai lanh
mau trang c6 dién nhit cda toi, madi du'o'c i, va mot goi boc trong gidy thiéc.

“Cé it thit dui lon mudi va ga tiy, cho ban con day.”

“Con nghi d6 dn di dwoc chuln bi r6i ma me. Hon nivra ho déu 1a ngwoi an chay.”
“D6 1a thit trang...”

“Con khong nghi vin dé & mau sac ddu me...”

“Nhwng con dinh an gi nao?”

“Con an nhitng gi ho an!”

“Sao, rau iy a?”



'"

“Vang!

“Con chwa tirng an mét cong rau nao suét mwoi lam nam qua! That dang kinh ngac khi con
khong bi coi xwong.”

“Me nay, coi xwong la do thi€u vitamin D2, con bénh scobat la bénh ctia mau do thiéu
vitamin C, thiéu trai cay twoi.”

“Thé con c6 muén dem theo it trai ciy twoi khéng?”
“Khong can dau me, thit ddy, con 6n ma, con khéng cin trai ciy hay thit gi dau.”

“Con nén mang theo thi tot hon, ldc di tau ay Néu con dé lai diy thi d6 an chi c6 nwéc bi
hong théi.” D6i véi me toi, y nghia dlch thwe cla Gidng sinh luén luén 1a Thit Nguoi nén toi
danh dau hang, va cam lay cai goi boc glay thiéc tir ba. N6 ndang khoang mot dau nguoi. Ba theo
tdi vao phong ngd, dé kiém tra xem cé dung la téi nhét né vao va li hay khong, giong nhw mot
vién chirc hai quan voi thién chirc mot ba me, va toi coi nhw minh hay con may man vi ba
khong ép téi phai dem theo rau cai.

Bay gi¢r ba da ngdi xudéng giwdng, va bat dau gip gon lai cai 4o so mi dai tay khong c6 cla

toi.
“Me khong hiéu tai sao con lai mac nhirng bd do6 cii kinh khing nay nira...”
“Cé khi tai con thich ching cling nén?...”

“Y con 13 con dinh cwa sitng 1am nghé...”

“Con dau c6 phé binh me mac do gi...”

“Quan dui ong rong! Con mac cai dé lam quan 16t bao 1au r6i ha?”

“K& tir khi con bat dau tw mua do 16t...”

“Thé& quan chén 16i m6t roi ha con?”

“Con khong c6 y kién gi, me a...”

“Me cir nghi con thich may cai quan 16t vai cotton d6 hon...”

“Con dung két hop. Con tuy...”

“Tuy vao cai gi?”

“Me!...”

“Thé con dinh & v&i ban gai bao 1au?”

“Khong biét. Ba ngay, ciing c6 khi la bon. Ma c6 ay c6 phai ban gai con dau.”

“Thé con c6 quay vé nha khong?”

“Khong, con sé quay vé treong cao dang [1] luon.”

[1] O mét SO nwéc, cd hailoai trwdrng cao dang (college) va dai hoc (university) déu cdp cung
mot logi bang ct nhdn, diéu kién nhdp hoc cao hay thdp tuy theo chdt lwong, danh tiéng va thu
hang ctia cdc trwong. Tén goi hoan toan khéng dnh hwéng gi.

Toi khong biét tai sao, nhung toi thich goi 1a “trudng cao dang”, cé 1& bai vi “trwong dai



hoc” nghe c6 vé van kiéu ky ddi vai toi. “Vay con khong & nha vao dip ndm maéi a?”
“Con khéng chac.”
“Con & voi cb gai d6 ha?”
“Con nghi thé.” T6i hy vong thé.

“Oi. Ti€c qua...” Ba dang st dung giong noi tir vi dao cia minh. Meo & ' day 1a khong duoc
nhin vao mat ba. T6i tap trung géi ghém hanh ly. “Thé sau d6 con c6 quay vé day khong?”

“Con khong vé dwoc thit diy. Con c6 viéc phai lam.”
“Lam & day cling dwoc ma...”

“Con khong vé dwoc thit ma...”

“Me sé khéng quiy ray con dau...”

“Con can nhitng quyén sach dic biét ma me...”

“VAy con nhdt dinh khéng & nha dé€ mirng nam méi ha?”

“Dung nghi vdy ma me, khong.” Tu phia sau lung toi cg tiéng thé dai buon tham dén noi
toi nghi néu quay dau lai, khong chwng toi lai thiy ba dang nam nhuw chet roi trén san cling nén.
Gio thi phat cau lén roi, toi nai, Dang nao thi me cha di ra ngoal uong rwou véi chi Des dén
say bi ti ra, me con minh cling c6 gdp mit nhau dau co chit...

“Me biét, chi bé&i day 1a lan diu tién con khong & nha, vy thoi. Me chi khong thich thui thui
¢ nha mot minh...”

A mot ngay nao do chuyén ddy chac chan s€ xdy ra ma me.” Nhung ca hai me con déu
nghi Ve mot diéu glong nhau. N6 khong nén xay ra, khong phai nhu the nay, khong phai ngay
lic nay. Im lang bao trum, roi thi tdi ndi, “Me 3, con dinh thay d6, me cam phién...

Ba th& dai, ng6i day roi khoi giwong.
“Cé cai gl ma trwéc ddy me chua tirng thiy dau.”

Ciing mé1i day thoi. Dém Giao thira nam 1984-1985, toi vé nha say quac can ciu dén nodi 6i
ra day giwvong. Toi co mot ky rc mo ho cam dong vé viéc me giup toi trong nha tam lic rang
sang, dung voi sen rua sach Pernod, bia, con ga va khoa1 tay da duwgc tiéu hoa hét mot nua.
Chuyén do maéi cach ddy muoi hai thang. Ba chua bao gio nhac dén viéc do ké tirdao 3 ay va toi
thich tin rang chuyén dé c6 1& khong thuc sw xay ra, nhung tdi kha chic né da xay ra roi.

Thinh thodng t6i nghi ding la khong c6 d chuyén gia tam ly trén cd thé gidinay...

Me tuoi tinh 1én mot chit lic téi hon tam biét ba ¢ nguwdng ctra, mdc du ba van cd giti vao
tay toi mot mo tap pham. T6i khwéc tir mot § banh mi Mighty Whlte mot lit Dry Blackthorn,
mot tii banh paté dung trong dip 1& Giang sinh, mot hil kem tiét trung it chat béo 250ml, mot
boc khoai tay khoang 2 ky rudi, mot goi nho banh quy Jaffa Cakes mot chai Iced Magic hlro'ng
bac h3, chai hai lit dau huong dwong, va moi ciu khéng-cdm-on la mdt nhat dao chém vao
xwong ba vai cia me tdi. Gay thiét hai xong, t6i di thing, kéo 1& chiéc vali trén duong, va khong
quay. dau nhin lai phong khi ba 0a 1én khéc. Trén dwdng ra ga tdi dirng lai rut nam bang tir may
rut tién, r01 du*ng 0 qudy bao mua mot it ruou cho nha Harbinson. T6i muon mua loai nao ti té
mot ti, nén cudi ciing da thoéi véo 3 bang vao mdt chai rwou c6 hdp dung riéng.
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CAU HOI Thuit ngir kinh té x4 hoi nao ban dau duorc dung dé chi nhitng cw dan la the thu
cdng & cac thanh bang vao thé ky mwdi mot & Phap, gitt vi tri trung gian giita ta dién va dia
chu?

TRA LO': Giai cap tw san.

Trén chuyen xe Ira roi Southend, nhin qua 6 ctra so, toi thay nhitng con duwdng vang vé,
am wét, mot nhum nhing ctra hang mo ctra chang may man ma v&i chuyén budn ban theo kigu
mua- hay khong thi-tuly. Bon ngay giita _ngay Lé Tang qua va Giao thua chac chan 1a nhiing
ngay dai nhat va bwc minh nhat trong nam - kiéu nhu ngay Chu nhat swng sia, khon kiép. Mac
du té nhat van 1a Ngay nghi cta cac Ngan hang Anh trong thang T4m. T6i chic nhu bip 1a minh
s& chét vao khoang hai gi¢r rudi trira trong mot ngay nghi ctia Ngan hang Anh trong thang Tam.
Chét vi budn chan cung cuec.

Toi ddi tau tai Shenfield, an trwa tai d6 bang mot lon nwéc tang luc Lucozade, mot tui
khoai tay chién hinh vong Hula Hoops va mo6t thanh so6 c6 la Twix mua & sap bao long gio, va
chi con dd thoi gian dé kiém tra xem mat minh da 1anh chua trong chiéc gwong & nha vé sinh
san ga truwdc khi quay lai tau.

Roi ving ngoai 6 va hwéng vé Sufford, mua da hoa thanh tuyét. Tuyet kiéu nhw thé nay
hlem khi dén dwoc ving Southend. Sw két hop cua den duong, khong khi ctra song va hé thong
swoi trung tam c6 xu hudng bién tuyét tré nén glong nhw gau bam trén da dau, lanh i8o, am
wot, nhung ¢ day, xuyén qua nhirng canh dong khi mat troi lan, tuyét trong day va sach mot
cach tuyét voi. Poc trang dau tién quyén Cantos cia Ezra Pound dén nidm lan ma van khong
hiéu noi tlr nao, tdi ben bo cudc va nhin ra canh vat bén ngoai. That dep mé hon. bi khoi san ga
duoc muoi phut toi da choang 4o Khoac va khin quang c6 vao va xem bong minh phan chiéu
trén ctra sO xe ltra. C6 din hay c6 bé thi hon nhi? T6i dang nham dén cai dang vé kiéu nhu
nhin vit trong tiéu thuyét cda Graham Greene, nhu trong phim Third-Man [1] chang han
nhung chi dat dwoc tao hinh nhu trong video ca nhac cua nhom Ultravox.

[1] B6 phim dwng trén tiéu thuyét ciing tén ctia Graham Greene nay dwoc nhiéu nha phé
binh coi la kiét tdc.

Nam phut tréi qua, va téi dang tap noi nhing gi dinh noi khi gap lai Alice. T6i chwa c6 cam
giac cang thing nhu thé nay bao gio ké tir khi cdi 4o ra dé bi déng dinh vao cay thap 4c hoi
dong vai Chua Gié-su trong v& Phuc dm. Tham chi toi cuoi hinh nhw cling khong ding kiéu; nu
cwoi nhan nh6 méo xéch vé mot bén, cai miéng khep chat khién toi _trong nhw nan nhan cta
chirng dot quy, nhung khi t6i me miéng, voi ham rang c6 mau-kem-va-den, n6 chang khac nao
cai tui dung thé chit trong trd siap chit. Ca doi dn trai cay va rau _qua tuoi c6 nghia la Alice
Harbinson c6 ham rang hoan hao. T6i twong twong ra canh nha si cua nang nhin vao miéng
nang ma chi biét khoc rong trwdc vé rang rd, trang tinh, thuan khiét, twoi sdng ctia no.

Khi tau dung lai ¢ nha ga, Alice dang cho ¢ cuoi san ga, ruc minh tranh tuyet trong chiéc

4o khodc dai chdm dit mau den nom dat tién, ddu quan khan choang c6 len mau xam, va toi
khong | biét nang de chiéc dan balalaika & ddu. Nang khong chay ao toi khi nhin thiy toi, nhung
it ra nang ciing rao bwdc nhanh hon, va khi khuén mat nang nam trong tam nhin, t6i c6 thé
thay nang dang nhe rangra, va sau dé né nu cwoi, da nang trang hon, méi do hon va c6 mot cai
gl do mém mai va am ap & nang khac han hoi & truong cao dang, nhw thé nang vira hét ca lam,
roi nang choang tay 6m 14y t0i, n6i rang nhé toi, rang rdt hao hirng khi toi toi day, rang chung
toi sap stra rdt vui vé, va trong thoang chéc toi cdm thiy dwoc niém hanh phic vién man, trong



glo tuyet véi Alice & ngay trén san ga tai viing thon qué nay. Cho dén khi t6i nhin thay, qua vai
nang, mot nguoi dan 6ng chac 1a bo Alice. Heathcliff [2] trong chiéc 4o khodc vai bong khong
tham nuwérc.

[2] Nhdn vdt nam chinh trong tiéu thuyét Doi gid hil.

Né&u c6 co hoi toi sé ndm bat lay, jnhung thay vao do toi chia ban tay ra tru¢c mat 6ng. Dao
gan day toi dang thtr nghiém viéc bat tay, vi theo nhw tdi hinh dung thi nguoi truwdng thanh
phai lam nhw vdy, nhung 6ng Harbinson chi nhin toi nhw thé t6i vira lam mot viéc gi dé thudc
thé ky muwoi tam va lac 16ng dén kinh nguoi, giéng nhw ctr chi khé nhdn dau goi cui chao hay gi
do. Cu01 cung ong ciing bat tay tdi, siét du chat d€ thé hién la dng c6 thé dap vd so toi néu
muon, sau d6 quay nguoi bo di.

Khi toi kéo 1é ti hanh ly ctia minh dén chiéc xe Land-Rover xanh trong bai dau xe ctia nha
ga, Alice di phia truéc, nang quang tay qua c6 bo nhw thé ong ay la ban trai hay ban be cua
minh vay. Toi ma choang tay qua c6 me nhuw vay thi kiéu gi ba ciing sé goi cho cac dich vu Xa
hoi, nhung 6ng Harbinson duong nhuw coi chuyén do la binh thudng, 6ng vong tay qua eo cua
Alice va kéo nang sat vao nguoi. Toi 16c cdc di ké bén.

“Brian la vii khi bi mat cia nhém bon con. Cu 4y chinh 1a chang trai thién tai ma con ké
véi bo day,” Alice noi.

“Da, chau e thién tai khong phai la tir ding dau a,” téi noi.
“Khong, toi thi chdc chan tir 6 khéng dung,” 6ng Harbinson dap.

Bang qua nhitng con dwong thon qué. Toi ngoi ghe sau, gitra nhiing doi giay di by, ung cao
su cao dén dau gbi dinh day bun dit va tdm ban d6 cta Cuc Ban do siing nwoc, trong khi Alice
tlep tuc doc thoai vé tit ca nhing bira tiéc nang da tham gia va nhitng nguoi ban ci nang da
gap, con toi chdm chd nudt tirng 10, chi dé kiém tra xem liéu c6 su hién dién ctia Nhitng Ké
Dinh Miii Vao Chuyén Yéu Duong hay khong, c6 thé 1a mot cau dién vién tré, hoic mot nha diéu
khac c6 chit co bap tén Max, Jack hay Serge gi do. Nhlrng dui sao di nita troi van yén bé van
ldng, cho dén luc nay. C6 khi 1a nang dang gitr ké trwdc méat bo. Nhung t6i cling nghi ngo chuyén
do6 Iam. Toi nghi Alice 1a mot trong nhirng nguoi ky la c6 cach cu Xt trwé'c mat b6 me minh
giéng hét cach cw xr tredc mat ban be.

Ong Harbinson vira nghe vira lai trong im ldng, kin dao phatra tiéng xty phan déi nho nhd.
Ong that to 16m, va toi ¢6 twdng tuong tai sao mot ngwoi lam phim tw liéu nghe thuat cho dai
BBC2 lai c6 véc - nguoi glong nhw tho né viy. Lai con ram 16ng, ki€u nguoi phai cao rau trén ma
hai lan mot ngay, nhung ro rang dng duoc cho soi nudi 1om, nhung la loai soi biét gia tri cua
nén giao duc cao dang chinh quy. Ong cling c6 cai ve tre trung, wa nhin va sanh diéu qua so voi
mot 6ng bo, nhuw thé gia dinh la mot chén ma 6ng dy say chan roi vao gitta bu6i hoa nhac ctda
Jimmy Hendrix va cuoc phiéu diéu do ngdm LSD [3] vay.

[3] LSD (lysergie acid dicthylamide): loai ma tily manh gdy ra do gidc.

Cudi cung chung tbi ciing vé tdi Ngoi nha nho Chim ket. Ngoal trir VleC “ng6i nha nho”
khong han 1a tir dang. No that to lon va dep dg, ki€u ngdi nha “ quay quin”, mot day trang trai
va chuong gia suc, gan nhw la mot ngoi lang hoan chinh, tim tum vao nhau dé song trong dlen
trang cua gia dinh Harbinson; tat ca sw xa xI ciia mot ngdi nha 6m & nong thon co gia tri lich st
dé cho khach tham quan ma khong tiém an vé quy toc phlen phtrc vé mat chinh tri nao. Trong
tuyet canh vat trong giong nhu mot tam thiép Gianh sinh cé hinh dong. Tham chi con c6 khoi
boc ra tir 6ng khdi, tat ca déu toat ra vé dan da va dang dap cua thé ky muoi chin, ngoai trir
chiéc xe thé thao 2CV ctia Alice va mot ho boi duoc phu vai dau & chd truge day co € 1a chubng
bo. Trén thuc té bat ky quan diém nao vé lao dong nang nhoc, thiét thuc & néng thon déu da bi
quét sach tir lau 1dm roéi, tham chi ché dwdng nhuw ciing thudc tang 16p trung lwu; hai con gidng



Labrador dang nhay 1én nhu mudn néi “Thdt vui khi gdp cau, ké tudt tuon tudt vé cau cho tui
nay nghe véi”. Toi sé chang 14y lam ngac nhién néu phat hién ho cé cay dan Pai Duwong cam.

“Cau gap Mingus va Coltrane di nay!” Alice gi¢i thiéu.

“Chao Mingus va Coltrane.” Hai con cho ¢6 ho1i coi thuong khudn phép mot chut khi ching
bat dau ngui ngtri mon thit ngudi trong va li toi khi ching toi bang qua san trai. T6i quay cai
tui lén tan canh tay.

“Cau nghi sao?’
“That dep. Rong 16n hon t& mong doi.”

“B& me t& da mua chd _nay khoang 5 dong tién vang gl day thi phal hoi nhitng nam sau
muoi. Vao gap Rose nhé,” va tdoi mat mot gidy dé ngod ra rang Rose la me clia nang.

C6 mot cAu noi sdo rong mang hoi huong chu nghia s6 vanh xa xua rang hiy nhin me cla
co gai ma ban dinh lay, sau khi két hon, c6 ay s€ giong nhu vay, nhung trong truong hop me
ctia Alice, t6i chang cé gi phai phién 1ong No6i thé khong phai t6i dinh ket hon voi Alice hay gi,
nhung ba Harbinson that dep. Khi ching téi buéc vao nha bép, mot ngdi nha nhéd hinh vom
bang dong do va gob soi, ba dang ding bén bon rira lang nghe chwong trinh The Archers, va
trong khoanh khac toi nghl rang Julie Christie dang rira ca rot, dang nguoi ba nho nhan, co
nhitng nép nhin mo quanh déi mat mau xanh nwéc bién, mai téc hoe uén mém mai. Toi rdo
buoc 1€n phia trudc bang qua nhing phién da lat tron nhan dang rdng mot canh tay ra nhw
cht linh chi, quyét dinh kién tri véi chuyén bat tay.

“Ra ddy la Brian ma c6 da duoc nghe ké nhiéu lan sao,” ba néi, mim cwo1i, va dua ban tay
dinh dat lac lac dau ngdn tay t61, roi mim cuoi véi toi, va toi thoang hoi twdng vé mot cb gido
ma t6i tham yéu lic chin tuoi.

“Rat vui dwoc gap bac, bac Harbinson.” Téi néi giong nhw chin-tudi vay.
“0, dirng c6 goi cd 1a bac Harbinson, nghe gia 1am. Goi ¢6 1a Rose di.”

Khi ba cti vé phia truéc hon vao ma t6i, toi li€ém moi nhuw mot phan xa, thé nén cai hon voi
1én ma ba c6 hoi won wét, roi cé tiéng dong am T dwoc khuéch dai dworng ner lam nhitng phlen
da niy lén. To6i thuc sw co thé thay nuéc miéng minh anh 1én ben dwdi mat ba. Ba kin dao lay
mu ban tay chui di trudc khi no kho lai, ]Jam b6 nhw dang stra lai mai toc uon. Roi 6ng
Harbinson Iu Iu xuat hién gitta chiing t6i va hén vao ma bén kia, bén ma khd rdo, thé hién
quyén s¢& hitu cia minh.

“Thé chau sé goi bacla gi day a, bac Harbinson?” t6i vui vé hai.
“Goi la 6ng Harbinson.”

“Michael! Plrng x4u tinh thé.” Rose nai.

“...hodc Ngai. Cu c6 thé goi toi la Ngai...”

“Cau clr mac ké ong ay di,” Alice bao.

“Chau c6 mua it rwegu biéu hai bac,” tdi ndi, kéo manh cai chai ra khéi tdi va dua cho ong.
Ong Harbinson nhin né nhw thé t6i vira dwa cho dng cai binh dwng nuwéc tidu cta toi vay.

'"

“0, cam on Brian nhiu lam! Thinh thoang dén choi nhé!” Rose noi. Ong Harbinson tréng

khong c6 vé thwe tinh mudn thé.

“Di nado, dé€ t& chi phong cau,” Alice ndi, ndm Iy tay tdi, va tdi theo nang 1én lau, d€ 6ng ba



Harbinson & lai xi xam sau lung.

Trong ngdi nha nho trén duong Archer c6 mot cho lung chung cau thang, & diy néu nghén
cO lén mot chut ta cé thé thay tat cd cac can phong trong ngo6i nha. Ngoi nha nho Chim két
khong giong vay chut nao. N6 that do so. Phong t6i, von la phong cii cua Alice, nam ngay chop
ngoi nha, dwdi nhitng thanh xa bang go soi nhiéu nam tu6i, nhu dang ¢ Chai bong hay gi do.
Mot birc tuong bi che ldp hoan toan boi nhiing tdm anh phong to cua Alice luc nho; nang mac
chiéc dam in hoa khong tay khong c6 dang nwdng banh; nang mac cai ao yem lién quan dang
nhat qua mam xo6i; nang dong vai Olivia trong Dém thir muoi hai dién & truong, va, doan xem,
nang v&i bo ria vé len mat trong v& Hdo phu Tir Xuyén, va mac bd do lam tir tui dwng rac mau
den dong gia “ké cuong nhac rock” , trong khong duoc thuyét phuc cho 1am, trong mot bita tiéc
hda trang, e de gio ngon tay chir v trudc may anh. Mot birc anh chup lay ngay cua b6 me nang
thuo hai mwoi, chu nhan ki€u hdnh cia mot trong nhlrng cai tui dau dau tién, trong nhw thanh
vién ctia nhém nhac Fleetwood Mac, mac nhiing cai ao gi 1é duoc phoi voi nhau rat hop va
dang hut caigido co 1€ la thuéc la. Nhlrng cai ké dung sach thiéu nhi chi ra rang Alice rd 1a doc
gia kha quan trong trong Puffin Club; Tove ]ansson Ingrid Lindgren, Eric Kastner, Herge,
Goscinny, Uderzo, Saint-Exupery - thé gioi van chuong danh cho tre nho - va, hoi khong phu
hop, mot cuon sach bia mém bi long gay co tya de Day budc. Mot cudn phé binh phim nghé
thuat loai A clia Madonna tir bao tang Uffiza va mdt chudi tranh truyén vui Snoopy bi cat ra.
Nhitng tdm bang khen duoc dong khung chirng nhan 1 Alice Harbinson c6 thé dong thoi boi &
cy ly 1.000 mét, th01 ken 6-boa h01 16p Sau va choi piano ho6i 16p Tam, trong chirng muc toi
biét. Phong ngu cua toi chinh la cai Bao tang Quoc gia cua Alice Harbinson. Ti khong biét lam
sao ma nang lai cho rang toi cé thé ngt dwoc & day.

“Cau nghi phong nay c6 & dwgc khong?” nang hoi.

“0, to nght 1a sé xoay xo dwoc.” Nang quan sat toi nhin ludt qua nhirng tdm anh, khong hé
lam ra vé ngwong nghiu hay e 1€ gia tao. Day la nhitng thtr da ghi diu lai cudc doi to - dep chu?
Ldc bén tuoi, nang la tat ca nhu‘ng gl ta c§ thé wéc mong & mot dira tré bon tudi, & do tudi
muoi bén thi nang da that sw gioi giang, lay Chua.

“Dinh tim nhat ky cia t¢ thi khong dn thua gi dau, to& glau di r6i. Con néu cau thay lanh, ma
chac 1a vay, thi c6 mot cadi mén & trong ti 4o ddy. Nao, dé t& gitp ciu xép do ra. CAu mudn lam
gi téi nay nao?”

“0, t& cling chua biét, chic chi di dao dau dé thoi. A, ti vi c6 chiéu phim Some Like It Hot.”
“Xin 10i cau, & day khong co ti vi.”

“That 47"

“B6 khong tan thanh viéc mua ti vi.”

“Nhuwng 6ng 4y la nha sdn xuat chwong trinh truyén hinh co ma!”

“Nha t& & Luan Pon cling c6 mot cai ti vi, nhung 6ng nghi néu c6 mot cai & qué nira thi
that hoang dwdong. Anh mat ctia ciu c6 nghia gi Vay'?’

“0, t& chi dang nhAm nghi - ba ngdi nha, mét cai ti vi. Véi hau hét nhitng nguoi khac thi
tinh hinh c6 vé nhw ngwoc lai.”

“Khong can noi chuyén do cho to Nguoi cdng sdn dau Brian, sé chang ai them nghe hét. E
nay, quan dui ong rong day a?” Nang dang cim may cai quan 16t cua to1. Mot luong cam Xuc
tinh 4i mon man tran ngap bau khong khi gitta chung toi, va toi hét sirc biét on me vi ba da ti
ching thang thém. “Té cu nght cau thich quan 16t bo sat.” T6i dang c6 nghi xem diéu nay la t&t
hay x4u, thi Alice ré 1én, “Oi lay Chua t6i! Cai gi thé nay...?”



Nang da tim thay goi thit boc gidy thiéc trong tdi tbi. Téi c6 giat n6 ra khoi tay nang.

“0, chila g6i @6 ctia me té thoi...”

“Pé t& xem nao...”

“Khéng c6 gi dau, that day.”

“Hang lau!” Nang mé& tung cai géi ra. “Thit? Cau lén mang theo nguén cung cap thit riéng!”
“Me lo 1a t& khéng c6 du chat dam.”

“Dé thtr mot mleng nha - t& dang them.” Nang lay mot miéng thit lon mudi xong khai ludc
mau vang roi ngoi phich lén giwvong. “Hirm. Hoi kho.”

“Do la cong thirc dac biét cua me t&. Ba ndu n6 qua dém, xit nho, dé trong 10 swdi, roi két
thtc cong doan bing may siy téc.”

“A ma dirng dé Rose bat gdp cau an cai nay nhé. Ba sé thay bi xtic pham diy. Ngbi nha nhé
Chim két 1a khu vuc nghiém cam thit.”

“Thé Mingus va Coltrane an gi?”

“Giong nha t¢ thoi. Rau, diém tam, gao, mi 6ng...” Ho cho ché dn mi éng. “Cau c6 céi gi &
kia thé?”

“Qua Giang sinh ctia ciu diy.” Toi gio cai dia than goi trong gidy gdi qua ra. “La mot cay
vot tennis.”

Nang liéc nhin tdm thiép, mot tac pham lang man day khéu goi cua Chagall dwgc dan bang
dinh vao album. Tdi d d6 nhiéu thoi gian va tan tAm tan luc cho ndi dung thong dlep, la1 con
phai nhap di nhap lai nhiéu Ian, trwéc khi c6 dwoc nhitng dong mui man va hung hon nay; “Giri
tdng Allce ngwdi ban méi nhdt, tét nhirt (chinh ta?!?), tat ca tmh yeu cua to, luon luén bén cdu,
Brian.” Toi dac b1et hai long véi cach nhan xét hai huoc téu tao “(chinh ta7'7) ¢ doan “ban tot
nhirt/tinh yéu” ma khéng can lam giam di tinh chan thuc ctia cdm xtc, nhung cudi cliing tham
chi nang con chad buén doc ma cix thé xé gidy gbi qua ra.

“Joni Mitchel! Album Blue!”
“Oi khong, khong phai 1a cau da c6 roi chir ha?”

“Méi khoang sdu ban théi. Nhung ciu chon ding chéc. T yéu Jone. Thit ra t& da mat tin
khi dang nghe nhac Joni Mitchell.”

“Té hy vong khong phai la bai ‘Chiéc taxi mau vang to lén’.”
“That rala bai Ve vdn va Tdn tinh...” tdi cling c6 thé doan ra.
“Con cau thi sao?”

“Su trong trang ctia té a? Chang nhé nita. Co thé 1a dia Hanh khic Tang I hoic bai Geoff
Love va Ban nhac choi nhac chién tranh ctia Chopin chang Té nghi 1a bai ‘Cudc diéu hanh cla
Dambusters’. N6i tiép theo sau 1a mot swim ling ky quai.”

Nang cwoi va trao né lai cho toi. “Tiéc that diy. Cau con gitt hdéa don khong?”

“Té nghi la con. Co cai gi diy cu thé ma té c6 thé doi cho cdu khéng?”



“Tao sw ngac nh1en cho t& di. Nhung lam on khong phai 1a Kate Bush nhé. T¢ sé dé cdu lam
not viéc 14y do ra.”

“Tra chiéu vao lic nao?”’

“Ntra ti€ng nira la bira toi roi.” Khi di ra ctra nang 6m t6i mot lan nita. “Té rdt mirng khi
ciu & day. Chung ta sé c6 rat nhiéu tro vui, t& hira véi cau day.”

Sau khi nang di khoi, toi treo cai 4o so mi dai tay khong cO m&i ti lén moéc go thlrcrng thirc
cai cam gidc cua phu thong st va sy vinh ctru. Néu toi lam duing, toi co thé van con & lai day
vao dip nam méi. Thim chi ngay mong Hai Tét, hodc c6 thé la mong Ba...

T6i m& th quan 4o, gan nhw mong tim dén dwgc Narnia [4].

[4] Tén mot vung dat xuat hién trong xé ri bdy cudn tiéu thuyét Bién nién st Narnia cua C.S.
Lewis. Cdu chuyen ma ddu voi viéc bén dira tré binh thwong phdt hién ra mét cdi tu quan do ddn
dén Xtk SO huyén diéu Narnia, noi c6 nhitng linh thu, nhitng sinh vdt cé thé néi chuyén va sy ton
tai ctia phdp thudt.

Cuoi cling, chat dam hda ra lai tro thanh diéu it phai lo ngai cua t6i hon ca. Bira toi la qua
hach nwong. Toi da tung nghe vé qua hach nwong, va lic nao ciing nghi do 1a 161 n6i dua, nhung
day roi, mot déng banh co6 lan nhing hat cung, am Am va pho mai chay tan chay & mat trén
cung, [in an thir hach dau tién cla t6i véi mot mon khéng phai 1a mot thanh do an nhanh.
Miéng banh nam trén dia glong nhu mot déng dat nhé hinh 6ng do giun dun lén. Toi tuw héi
khong biét may con ch6 dang an gi?

“Mén hach nwéng ctia chiu thé nao, Brian?”

“Da ngon 13m, cam on cd, Rose.” Khong b1et tlr dau toi gop nhat dwoc mot cai y nieém rang
clr goi tén cua ngudi khac nhizu lan 1a lich sy - “Da vang Rose, da khong Rose, da thich Rose”
nhung t6i nghi chuyen do lam t6i noi glong nhw Urlah Heep. T6t nhat 1a néi tiép dieu gi d6 ha1
hwéc mot chut. “Pay l1a lan dn th& hach dau tién cta chdu véi mot mén khong phai 1a mot
thanh d6 &n nhanh!”

“Cat cai ban mat xau x{, dan don va lay ngay ban tay ban thiu, nho nhudc cia may ra khéi
nguoi con gai tao, thang ngu ngoc ti tién [ém mép,” dng Harbinson néi. A, 6ng khong ndi thé,
nhwng tréng 6ng c6 vé thé.

Rose chi dwa ngdn tay vuét 1én lon téc uén, mim cwdi, va hdi tham, “Mén bi xanh dwoc
chu?”
“Chan chan rBi"' Thuc té 1a ca doi toi chwa bao gio dn bi xanh, nhung chi de gay 3 an tuwong
vé su nhiét tinh clia minh, tdi lién nhanh tay dut mot nia day cai mon day nudc, sén sét do vao
mom, r01 ngoac miéng cwoi mot cach dan don Giong nhu tat ca cacloai rau xanh khac, n6 cé vi
vén di cta rau, xen lu 16 ludc, nhung toi qua tha thlet muon lam hai long Rose dén noi dé la
nhiing gi t6i lam dé can minh khong xoa bung va noi "Hum...” T6i uong mot chut ruou de rua
troi cai vi réu & hoé dé di. Khong thay bong dang cai binh rwou cua toi dau va toi cho rang no
da duoc dem ra ngoai va bin bd. Hoac ciing c6 khi may con ché dang uong no voi mon mi ong
cua Chung, cung mot it banh mi que. Tuy nhién, loai vang nay thi ngot va Am dén noi toi cam
thdy nén nhap tirng ngum tir mot cai mudng nhwa dung dwoc Sml.

“Lan diu dén Suffolk ha Brian?”
“Chau tirng & ddy mot Ian roi a. Vao mot dip 1€ leo nai!”

“That ha? Nhung chang phai noi nay cwc ky bang phang sao?” Rose ndi.
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“Tai ban dau chau khong biét diéu dé!
Ong Harbinson phi manh hoi qua 16 mili.
“C0 khéng hiéu. Ai bdo chaula...?” Rose hoi.
“Me, Brian dang dua i ma,” Alice dap.

“0, hiéu rdi, phai roi!”

RO rang t6i nén ngung ngay viéc c6 ra vé hai huéec, nhung toi van chua nghi ra ca1 gi dé
thay the Cam nhan duoc nhu cau can ho tro, Alice quay qua t6i, ddt tay 1én canh tay toi: “Brian
né, néu ciu mudn xem cai gi that su téu, dang 1& cdu nén & day vao hom qua.”

“Sao vay, c6 chuyén gi xay ra hom qua a?”

Rose d6 birng mit. “O, Alice, con yéu, chiing ta giit chuyén dé riéng trong nha théi, lam on
di ma?”

“N6 c6 thé ké cho ciu ta nghe,” 6ng Harbinson lau bau.

»

“Nhuwng ma nguong lam!...

“Ké cho t& vai!” toi ndi, hoa minh vao tro vui.
“Nhung co thay 16 bich Idm,” Rose noi.

“Thé nay...” Alice ke . nha t& c6 moi mot vai ngudi ban dén choi, nhw van thudng moi
trong Lé Tang qua, va ca nha choi tro suy doan, den lwot to, té co gang dién ta bd phim Ndm
ngoai tai Marienbad cho me, thé roi ba kich dong va hao hirng qud miic, ba la to hét mirc, dén
ndi cai dé bit ctia ba bi vot ra va rét ngay xuéng ly rieou clia ngwdi hang x6m nha ké bén!”

The la moi nguoi cuoi pha 1én, ke ca 6ng Harbinson, khong khi thdt vui vé, tré trung, tha vi
va sudng si dén ndi tdi néi, “Tirc 1a cd khong mic do 16t a?!?”

Moi ngudi im bat.
“Cau néi gi co?” Rose hai.
“D0 bit cda cd ay. Khi nd vot ra ngoai. Lam thé nao né di ... qua quan 16t ... cia cb6 dwgc?”

Ong Harbinson ddt dao nia xuéng, nuét wc thirc an trong miéng, xoay qua toi noi, rat chim
, “That ra thi, Brian nay, bac nghi Alice dang néi dén cai do bit rdng ctia me nd.”

Chang bao lau sau d6 tit ca ching toi di ngu.
Toi dang & trong phong tim, v nwédc lanh vao mit thi Alice gb cira.

“Cho hai giay thoi,” toi ndi, du chang h1eu tai sao minh noi vay; toi Van mac quan ao day
du, va t6i khong thé lam gi nhiéu cho dang vé bén ngoai chi trong hai gidy, ngoai trir viéc 1y
khan tdm quin quanh dau.

T6i m& ctra, Alice bwdc vao, can than dong canh ctra ¢ sau lung va noj, rat cham rai va
nghiém tic, “Ciu c6 phién khéng néu t& n6i mot diéu - mot diéu riéng tw?”

“Khong ddu, ctr noi di!” T6i lam phép tinh trong dAu va ca quyét rang c6 khodng mot phan
ba co hdi nang dang dé nghi toi lam tinh cing nang vao toi nay.

“Thé thi... thait 1a sai [Am khi rira m3t that manh bang khan flanen kiéu nhw thé nay. Ciu sé



chi bi chdy mau va lam lay lan ch6 nhiém trung thoi...”
“Va cau sé bi theo nira.”
“Phai... r6i...”
“Hién gio cau c6 gidt khan flanen bang nuéc séi khong?”
“A, khong...”
“Vi khin flanen chic chan 1a mot phan ctia van dé...”
“Thé 3, phai roi..."

“Néu té la cau, t& sé khong dung khan flanen nita dau, khan ﬂanen tuyét doi dé so, chi can
rira mat bang nwéc va xa phong thuan chat, khong co mui thom...” Lam sao dé toi thoat ra khoi
cudc ndi chuyén nay dwoc day? “. Va khong can pha1 la xa phong diét khuln, vi ching thuong
thién vé viéc 1am se 16 chan long " Pay tham chi con khong phai 12 mot cudc noi chuyén, t6i
chinh la ngwoi dang doi nang ngirng noi. “... Va cdu ciing khéng nén dung kem lam se, né c6
hiéu qua trwdc mat, nhlrng ve lau ve dai thi chi lam cho tuyén chat nhon hoat dong nhiéu
hon...” Pén nwédc nay thi tdi bén dwa mit nhin vao cira sé phong tam tw héi liéu c6 nén phi
than qua do hay khong. Alice chac phai dé y thdy, nén nang lién ndi, “Té xin 15i. Cau c6 phién
khi t& noéi nhitng chuyén nay khong?”

“Khong hé. Ciu thit la hiéu biét. Néu ‘cham séc da’ c6 mat trong Thdch thirc Pai hoc,
ching ta s& dwoc cudi vui vé 1am day!”

“0, t& khong 1am ciu kho chiu cht?”

“Khong, t& chi khong nghi la minh c6 thé lam gl duoc hon, chi vay thoi. Té nghi do chicla
sy kich thich cta tudi day thi! Ho6c mon cac thir ay ma. ROi t& sé bat dau c6 hung tha voi con
gai som thoi!” Alice mim cwoi do luong, roi trao cho téi nu hon chic ngt ngon kiéu chi gai, doi
mit nang quét khap mit toi dé tim chd an toan trwédc khi dap xudng.

Sau do run ray trén givong ngu, nam ngtra doi mdt kho de 'khong lam day vét mau 1én gbi,
tdi cin than danh gia lai chién lwgc cho ngay mai, va sau khi can nhac ki lwéng, té6i quyét dinh
chién lwoc ctia minh chinh 13 sé bét ngu di. Chuyen nay sé khong dé dang, nhung quan trong
nhat la nang pha1 thay dwoc Toi dich thwc. Van dé 13, toi dang bat dau nghi ngo liéu cai y niém
rang c6 mot cai Toi dich thll‘C tung trai, ‘thong minh, hai hwoc, tit té,  ding cam dang chay dau
do6 ngoai kla c6 phai hoi do tuong hay khong Glong nhuw Nguoi Tuyet néu nhw khéng hé cé ai
nhin thiy n6 mot cach chan xac, tai sao lai c6 nguwoi tin la nd that sy ton tai?
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CAU HOI: Mot sic 1énh yéu ciu su co mat cua mot bén trwcrc toa hodc trwdc thim phan,
thuat ngit tiéng Latin 1 “habeas corpus” c6 thé duoc dich 1a...

TRA LOT: Lénh dinh quyén giam giit.

Khi thirc day vao sang hém sau toi cam thay lanh cong dén ndi trong thoang choc da nghi
rang ong Harbinson chac han da di chuyén t6i ra ngoai troi lic toi. Tai sao nguoi cang sang
trong bao nhiéu thi nha ho lai cang lanh by nhiéu? Ma khong phai chi c6 cai lanh, con ban nira;
[6ng cho, nhitng quyén sach ‘bam day bui, nhiing doi ung day bun, ta lanh boc mui stra chua va
pho mat dang thoi rira va rau ngoai vuon dang heo quat. T6i thé 1a cai ti lanh cda nha
Harbinson c6 dat trong. C6 1& dén hé ho con phai cat co trong d6. Nhung c6 1€ d6 cling chinh la
dinh nghi vé tinh trang chan chinh, xac thuc cua giai cap trung luy, kha nang chiu lanh va do
ban véi su tw tin tuyét doi. Cai do, va nhitng bon rira mat nhé ¢ moi phong ngu. Toi tée nuéc
lanh nhw da vao mat, dit cuén Day buéc 1én lai ké sach, va di xuéng lau.

Kénh Radio 4 dang phat to chuong trinh tir nhirng cai loa a 4n dau do, va Alice dang nam dai
trén ghé sofa, dap cai mén Blue Peter Dogs, doc sach.

“Chao budi sang!” t6i noi.
“Chao,” nang noi khé, dam minh trong quyén sach.
Toi chen vao ké bén m6t con chd.

“Pang doc gi vay?” toi héi bang mot giong tréu troc. Nang chia cai bia cho t6i xem. “Tram
ndm cé don - nghe gidng doi séng tinh duc ctia té qua!”

“Ngu ngon ch®?” nang hoi, khi cu6i cung cling nhin ra la t6i khong dinh bo di.

“That tha vi, cdm on.”

“Lanh khong?”

“0¢, hoi hoi.”

“D6 1a vi cu quen xai 10 swdi roi. Rat té cho ciu, 10 swdi 4y ma, nd c6 thé 1am té cong cac
giac quan...”

Va nhu d€ nhan manh luin diém cta nang, 6ng Harbinson lirng thitng di vao ngang qua
phong khach. Ong tran trudng.

“Chao budi sang!” 6ng noi, huych toet.

o)

Chao budi sang!” Ngay ca khi hai mat to6i dang dan cd dinh vao néc 10 suoi, toi Van thay
rd rang 6ng ay hodc [a ngudi dan 6ng qua ram 16ng, hodc dang mic bd 4o lién quan vai ni, mau
den.

“Cé tra trong 4m khong, Alice?” 6ng hoi, tran nhw nhong.
”

“Bo tw lam di.

Va 6ng cii ngwdi xuéng bén canh nang, cti xudng tir eo, roi tw rét cho minh mét tach tra,



sau d6 sai buéec 1én lau, nhdy ba bdc thang mgt. Khi cudbi cung da cé thé nhin ra mot cach an
toan, t6i hoéi, “Thé. Cai d6. Hoan toan. Binh thwong. Ha?”

“Cai gi co?”

“Ong b6 tran nhw nhong.”

“Chac roi.”

Q.

“Khong lam ciu séc ch®?” Nang hoi, mat nheo lai.

“A, cau biét day...”

“Cau chac ciing tirng nhin thiy b6 ciu tran nhw nhong roi nhi.”
“A, khong, tir khi 6ng mat.”

“Di nhién la khong, to xin 16i, t& quén mat, nhung trudc khi 6ng mat kia, cAu chic phai thay
ong tran truéng roi chi.”

“A, c6 18. Nhung d6 khong phai 1a cach té chon dé nhé vé ong.”
“Thé con me ciu thi sao?”
“Chua o1, khong! Thé cdu c6 khda than trweéc mat b ciu khong?”

“Chi khi bon t& lam tinh,” Alice néi, roi tac ludi va xoe tron mat. “Di nhién 13 c6, ca nha t&
déu thé. Chung quy cling déu la nguoi nha ca ma. Chua oi, cau thuc sw phat hoang, dung
khong? Noi thiét nha, Brian, véi mot nguoi hién dai thi cau that sw cd 16 st dén kho tin day
Trong mot gidy toi thoang thay nang nhw mot Pan Chi, xau xa va trlch thuong. Ma nang vira
goi toi 1a ¢6 16 sithat ddy a? “A, dirng lo 13ng, Brian, t& van sé mdc quan 4o khi c6 khach ma.”

“0, lam on, dirng thda hlep chit, dirng lam vay véi té...” Alice biét toi dang liéu thir van
may, nang cuwdi guwong gao. “Y té 13, té nghi té co thé xoay x& dlro'c

“Hum. Bay gio to ty hoi khong biét viéc d6 c6 hoan toan ding khong nira?” Alice liém dau
ngoén tay, va lat quyén sach sang trang.

Bita sang voi banh my nuwéng tai nha c6 mau sac, trong luwong, bé mat va mui vi cda dat
nhiéu mun. Trong bep kénh Radio 4 dang bat. Trén thll’C te theo nhu t6i thay phong nao ciing
dang bat dai va ro rang la khong thé tat duoc, hét nhu man hinh ti vi vao nam 1984. Chung toi
nhai va nghe dai, va nhai, Ahce thi doc sach suét. T6i cam thay that khon kho. Mot phan vi toi
12 ngwoi dau tién bi goi 1a “c6 16 si” k€ twr nam 1971, nhung chii yeu 13 tdi phién long boi
chuyén nhac dén bd. Lam sao nang lai “ quén” co chr? Va to6i khinh bi cai kiéu minh néi ve ong
tredc mit ngwoi khac. Toi chac bo at S€ sung suwong vo ngan khi biét chinh so phdn cua ong
sudt tir dao dé da duwoc thang con st dung lam cong cu trong mot loat nhitng cau noi dua dé
tién, tron tru, hoac nhu'ng cugc doc thoai tu thuong than cda no luc say xin. Cudc sian tim cai
Téi dich thuc tré nén té hai, ma tham chi t6i con chwa danh riang nira.

Va roi ching toi di tan bo duoi tuyét. Ta khé long ma goi day la tuyét tac nong thon vung
East Anglia; toi tin 1a canh vat dang dap vao mat theo ki€u thoi hau hat nhan, canh tuong git
nguyén trang khong hé thay ddi bat ké ta di bao xa, diéu d6 phan nao lam tiéu tan nhitng du
tinh, nhwng it nhit thi né gcung trwoce sau nh mot. Ciing dé chiu khi & mot noi khong phai nghe
t1eng dai Radio 4. Alice nam lay tay t6i, va t6i gan nhw quén di chuyén tuyét dang 1am héng doi
giay ong dé€ cao su bang dalon méi toanh ctia minh.



KEé ttr khi vao dai hoc, toi déy y thay moi nguoi déu muon ndi vé nam cha dé chinh: 1) “Két

qua chuwong trinh A- level cua toi” 2) Chlrng roi loan dn uéng/ cing thang than kinh cda t6i” 3)

“Hoc bong toan phan cua t6i” 4) “Tai sao toi that s nhé nhom khi khong vao Oxbridge [1]” 5)
“Nhitng quyén sach yéu thich nhat ctia tdi” va ching tdi dang néi vé chi dé cudi nay.

[1] Oxbridge la ttr ghép tén ctia hai trwong dai hoc danh tiéng la Oxford va Cambridge.

Quyen yéu thich hang dau cla té tirng la Nhdt ky ctia Anne Frank. Hoi con nho, lic nao t&
cling muon tro' thanh Anne Frank. Hién nhién la khong phai vi cai két, chi 1a cai y nghi dwoc
song that gian di trén mot can gac mai, doc sach, ghi nhat ky, dem long yéu cau con trai Do
Thai nhay cam, xanh xao s6ng & cin gac mai nha ké bén. Nghe c6 vé hoi hu hdng ti nhi?”

“Mot chat xiu.”

“Té nght do chi la mot giai doan ma tat cd bon con gai chung t& phai trai qua & do tudi
nhat dinh, nhw kiéu 13 cit cd tay, ndn mra, roi 1a dong tinh nit 4y.

“C4u da thir 1am dong tinh nt?” toi budt miéng hoi, bang giong gan nhuw the thé.

“A, & truong n017tru thi it nhiéu gi cau ciling phdi thir. Cai d6 1a bat budc; dong tinh nit,
tiéng Phap va bong ro.”

“Thé ciu da...lam gi?”

“Cau sé khong mudn biét dau.” A, phai roi, rd rang l1a nhw vay. “That ra ciing chang cé gi
nhidu. Té chi thir xem thé nao thdi.”

“A, c6 18 cau sai lam chinh & ch6 d6 diy!” Nang né mot nu cwdi mét moi. “Xin 16i. Thé thi...
chuyén gi da xay ra?”

“Chilaviécdo khong phu hop voi to cho 1dm. T& cho 1a vay. Té ludn thich 1am tinh véi dan
6ng hon. Té nhé cai cdm gidc vé s xam nhap.” Ching tdi da di xa hon mot chut. “Thé con cau
thi sao?”

“Té ha? 0, té cling nhé sw xam nhap.”

“Brian, t& dang c6 néi nghiém tic ddy,” nang ndi, ddm vao canh tay tdi bang doi gang tay
h& ngoén. “Cau cling vay ha?”

“T¢ cling lam sao co?”

“A, t& cho 1a cau ciing ngt véi dan 6ng.”

“Khong!”

“That ch?”

“Hoan toan khong. Sao ciu lai hdi thé?”

“Té chi gia dinh 1a ciu lam thé théi.”

“Cau nghi t& dan ba thé a?” t6i hoi. Mot 1an nita lai 1a cai giong the thé.

Khong, khong phai dan ba. Ma ngoai ra, tinh dan ba khong phai la dau hiéu ctia d6ng tinh
luyén ai...

“A, khong, di nhién khong phai.”



“...va du sao thi n6 cling khong phai la chuyén xdu xa gi.”

“Khong, di nhién khéng phai. Chi la cau néi nghe hét nhw mdt nguwdi ban hoc cta té, chi
vay thoi.”

“A, d6i voi toi ba ta thudng phan khang qua nhidu.” [2]
[2] Nguyén vdn: “Methinks the lady doth protest too much”, mgt cdu ndi ctia Shakespeare.

Doi chi dé thoi. To6i tha thiét mudn khoi lai cugc néi chuyén vé dong tinh ni, nhung roi lor
md nhé lai 1a trwde d6 nang c6 ndi vé viéc nang tw cat cd tay. C6 1€ téi nén khai thac tir d3.

“Thé con... tw hily hai minh?”
“Tw huay hai cai gi co?”
“CAu nodi cAu tirng cit cd tay?”

“0, chi thinh thoang tbi. Mot 1vi-kéu-ctu, té nghi nguoi ta goi hanh dong d6 nhuw thé. Hay
chinh xac hon 1a 1oi-kéu-goi-sw-chi-y. Té hoi budn chan & treong, hoi 1€ loi, chi viy thoi.”

“Té ngac nhién diy,” téi noi.
“That a? Tai sao diéu d6 lai lam ciu ngac nhién nhi?”
“Chi 1a t& khong thé tuwdng twong noi ciu ma ciing c6 diéu gi d6 phién mudn.”

“Brian, cau phai théi cai y nghi té& 1a cai dia bac kiéu Ngwdi Hoan Hao di. That sw khong
phai vay dau.”

Nhung bu6i chiéu hdm dé nang kha la hoan hao.

Khi tdn bd vé gan dén nha, ching t6i nd dua choi tro ném tuyet vao nhau trén bai cé truéc
nha, hoan toan khac nhirng l4n choi ném tuyét trudrc diy cua toi, khong co ai goi phan ché hay
kinh vé vao gitta nhirng nam tuyét. Tham chi dé cting khong phal la trdn ddnh nhau bang tuyet
chi 13 mot tro von duéi kich thich nhe nhang, cai kiéu dua gion khong tw nhién vi cé cam giac
nhw thé dang duoc quay phim, ly tu(rng nhit l1a véi may quay den trang. Sau dé6 ching t6i buoc
vao nhava ngoi trén sofa gan 10 swdi dé hong kho, va nang mé dia nhac yéu thich, rat nhiéu dia
cua Rickie Lee Jones, Led Zeppelin, Donovan va Bob Dylan - mac du Alice mé1 muoi sau tudi
vao nam 1982, nhung & nang nhat dinh c6 cai gi do rat 1971. T6i nhin nang nhay quanh phong
voi bai * ‘Crosstown Trafic” (Giao thong xuyén thanh phd) clia Jimi Hendrix, roi khi dd mét hét
ca hoi va chan viéc ctr ba phut lai phai thay dia, nang lién bo cai dia than cfi cia Ella Fitzgerald
kéu lach cach vao, va ching t6i nam trén sofa doc sach, thinh thoang 1én dwa mat nhin nhau,
giéng nhu mot canh gitra Michael York and lea Minnelli trong Hop dém, chi ndi chuyén khi
ching t6i cam thay thich. Va, that ky diéu, gan tron budi chiéu toi da kigm ché dwoc minh
khong néi diéu gi ngoc nghech hay khoe khoang hay 1én mit ta day, khong choc cwoi hay tu
thuwong minh, khong lam vé hay do bat ctr thtr gi, khong noi xau ai, khong rén ri, than van hay
ro lén mat khi néi. Thuc té, toi chi 1a ngwoi tot nhat ma t6i c6 thé tré thanh, va néu ngudoi do
khong hoan toan dangyeu thi it ra anh ta cling kha dang mén. Va khodng bén gio chiéu Alice
mon men dén bén, nam dua dau vao long téi ma ngu thiép di, va it nhit Ia ldc nay day, dwong
nhw that sy dung, nang tuyét ddi va hoan toan hoan hdo. Gio chung toi dang nghe album Blue,
mat 2, bai s6 5, va Joni dang hat “Lan cudi toi 9dp Richard la ¢ Detroit vao nam 68/ Va anh béo
rang mot ngay nao do moi ké ldng man déu sé cung chung s6 phan/ La mot ké nao doé chdn
chwong, say xin va hodi nghi trong mét quan ca phé tam toi...” va khi dia nhac két thic, can
phong da chim trong im ldng, chi con tiéng khic go chay am i, toi van ng01 do yén ldng, that
yén lang, ngam nang ngu. P61 mdi nang hé mo va toi cam thay hoi thé am am cla nang trén
dui minh, to6i nhin vao cai theo 16i nhé xfu & mdi dwdi nang, mau trang nhat twong phan véi



mau do cia moi, va co khao khat chay bong la 13y ngon cai ro qua vét theo do, nhung khong
muon lam nang tinh glac nén toi chi nhin nang, nhin, nhin mai, nhin mai. Cudi cung toi budc
long phai danh thirc nang day, vi lo rang strc nang va hoi 4m toa ra tir dau nang lén dui t6i c6
thé lam t6i bi kich thich qua mic, ban biét t6i mudén am chi gi roi day, va ching ta hay d01 mat
véi thuc té: khong ai thich bi danh thitc theo kiu d6. Khéng phai véi cdi dé trong 16 tai cda ho.

Va roi, tin ndi khong, chuyén tham chi con tré nén tot hon. Toi do b6 me nang di ra ngoai,
dn mon rau tai mot nha may cua ai dé6 dwoc cai tao thanh nha hang & Southwold, thé 1a chl con
toi va Alice & 'nha. Khi ching toi dung trong bep uong nhirng coc to gin & tonic, toi phai xau ho
ma noi rang toi dang tw swong bang cach ao twong rang chung toi chung séng voi nhau ¢ day.
Chung toi tat hét dén trong nha va choi tro x€p chit trén ngon nén, cham chu nhin vao cac chir
cai, va toi thang, that ra la cung phal mat mot luc lau, nhung voi sw khiém ton va thai do lich
sw. Hai chit “quy quyét” va “kinh ngac” tinh c¢ lai ndm & nhitng 6 dwoc ghi diém gap ba lan.

Bira dn nhe la com gao lirc xao rau, c6 mau sicva huong vi hoi glong nhw khi ching ta xao
nhirng thtr rac rudi ¢ cai hot rac, nhlrng cling an dwoc néu cho nwéc tuong vira du. Hon nita,
lic c6 thoi gian dé dn, ca hai dd xin quac can cau, hai dwa chém 1én néi chuyén voi nhau roi
cwoi va nhay nhot quanh phong khach theo giai diéu nhitng bai hat cii cua Nina Simone, roi
xem minh co the truot bang V0 bao xa trén san go danh véc ni béong loang. Sau do khi hai dtra
nam phich Xuong san cuoi ruc rich, nga ngon bén nhau, Alice thinh linh nam lay hai tay toi,
mim cwoi tinh quai ma néi, “Cau muoén l1én lau khong?”

Tim t6i mudn phot ra khéi miéng.
“A, con tuy. C6 gi trén Jau?” tdi ndi, quy quyét va kinh ngac.

“Di vdi té roi tw tim hiéu 1dy,” va nang bo 1én cac bic thang bang tit ca tay chan, la vong
lai, “Phong ngu cau, hai phut nita - mang rwgu vang!”

Tép trung. Chi cin tip trung.

T6i di t&i bon rira & bep do1i cai chao siing nudc qua mot bén, mo voi nwoc lanh, va VORY)
nuéc 1én mat, mot phan dé cho tinh ruou, mot phan dé chic 1a toi khong phai dang nam mo,
roi cadm chai rieou va ly nuée chi con nira bang cac dau ngon tay, tdi theo nang 1én lau.

Alice chwa vao phong t6i, vy nén tdi bén di t&i bon rira mat va nhanh nhen danh rang, tai
vénh 1én nghe ngong buoc chan nang dé nang khong bat gap toi dang danh rdng va nghi rang
toi xem nhe viéc dd. Ro6i khi nghe buérc chan nang doc hanh lang, toi suc miéng va nhé nwécra,
roi tit dén ¢ trén dau va tao dang ndm trén givong kiéu hitng hé va cho doi.

“Tén ten!”

Nang dang ding ¢ ngudng cura, canh tay vung rong ra giéng nhw nguoi vira doat giai
Oscar, nhung toi khong biéet phai nhin vao cai gi nita. C6 1€ la nguc nang chang? Hy vong hao
huyen toi tw hoi liéu co phal nang da mac mot loai do 16t dac biét nao do, va roi toi nhan ra
nang cam giay cudn trén mot tay con tay kia cAim mot cudn gidy béng kich c¢& nhé dung dé bao
thuc pham.

“Cai gi thé nay?”

“Can sa, anh ban a, Cin sa doc hai. Ching minh khéng thé hit & dwéi 1au - M1chael glong
nhu ché danh hoi vay. Ong b6 d6 c6 dé dii phéng ting thi cling chi dén mirc nao ddy t6i.” Nang
chop 14y cudn Thé gic¢i ngd nghinh ctia Richard Scarry tir trén ké sach roi bat diu lin cai 6ng lén
cuon sach.

“Vay me cau thi sao?”



“0, that ra 1a me mua cai nay cho t¢, mua ca mot ga dang so trong lang. T¢ c6 thé néi 8l
day! Con khung hoang cua ba noi tro chang Hon nita, ba phai tim cai gi do dé cho qua ngay
“““ I” Chda giup con, nang dang noi

AAAAAAAAAAA

nang. “Ma tily manh that su, thaaaaat la.. loal can...sa t60000t...” Alice o, lam on du‘ng lai di,
lam on di dwoc khéng? Gior nang cham lu'a va dang hit sau vao, ghlm khoi trong ph01 va trong
khi mat tron nguoc lén dé mé, roi tré méi thoi khoi ra vé hu'cmg cai chao den, va téi ban khoan

khong biét thir can sa nay cé phal la chat kich duc khong.

Alice nhin t6i v&i vé mat lo do, va dwa t6i cai 6ng, nhw mot 1oi thach thic. Ma ding thé
that.

“Téi lwot cau, Bri.”
“That ra, Alice nay, e t& khong hut duoc dau.”
“Sao khong? Sao ciu lai khong mudén phé ha Bri?”

Chat nay da tac dong khién nang rat vui, rat vui vé, va khi nang dang dap dau vao giuong,
toi phan tran, “Khéng, t& thich 1am, chi la t& chua bao gio hoc cach hut, tham chi VO’l thuoc 13,
to khong thao 1dm, khong thé gitr hoi lai, khong thé néu khong muon phun ca phoi ra.” That ra,
hut thudc 14 1a mot trong nhirng chuyen toi da hy vong dwoc lam ¢ truong dai hoc, giong nhlr
doc Don Quixote, moc rau va hoc thdi kén xdc-x6-phon am nit tram, nhung tdi chi khong mudn
lJam cai nay thoi.

“Cau la mot ngwoi ky la, ding khong, Brian Jackson?” nang noi, dot nhién c6 vé nghiém tuc.
“Lam sao cau co the khong hut co cht! Hat gan nhw 1a diéu t& lam tot nhat Hodc khong thi
cling 1a t6t nhi... ' nang noi, nhay bén mat 1o do. Can sa chdc 1a chat kich duc. “Pworc roi, chung
minh sé thir mot cai gl day kich thich hon. Nhung trwdc hét cho ti nhac di da!” Va nang Vap nga
vao cai may ghl am tré con, hoc bang det, thiét ké ® ndng né va rueo'm ra, cé chir “Caa Alice” dwoc
viét bén trén bang but x6a, roi nang bdi tung ngin kéo cii tim mot cudn bang, nhét né vao va
bam ntt. Toi tin d6 1a Brian Cant dang hat bai hat thiéu nhi “A Froggy Went A Courtin” (Chang
Ech di tan tinh).

“Wow - Hoi twdng kiéu Proust [3] ha” nang ndi. “Bai hat nay chinh la tudi tho cta té. T¢
thlch ba1 hat nay chet di dugc! Cau co thich khong? Buoc roi, dén ddy, chang trai tré, ng01 thang
lén...” Ching tbi quy trén giwong, madt doi mat, va nang dwa mat t&éi cach mat toéi khoang nam
xéng ti mét.

[3] Marcel Proust (1871- 1922): nha vdn Phdp. Tdc phdm néi tiéng nhdt ctia éng la Di tim
thoi gian da mdt.

“Dwoc roi, dat tay cau ¢ day..." va nang | nam lay hai co tay t6i, day chung ra sau lung toi “va
biu moi, thé ' nay nay.’ M01 nang chi cach mbi tdi €O vai xang ti mét, t6i co the ngwi thay vi ngot
clia nwdc xot tuong va gung trong hoi tho cua nang. Ro6i nang 14y hai tay ép hai ma toi lai véi
nhau dé méi tré ra to twdng.

“Ech di tdn tinh, né da di that, i hw...”

“Bay gio, cai cau sap stra nhan dwoc, ngai Brian Jackson g, dwoc goi la ngp dan tw déng, ma
khong, khong phai cai cau nghi dau, nén lam on dung c6 ma lanh chanh. T& dinh sé théi khéi
vao miéng cau, cau phai hit sAu khéi vio roi gitr no trong phoi ma khéng duoc ho, hiéu chit? To
cdm ddy! Thay vao d6 ciu ct nin hoi lau chitng nao co thé cho phép, va chi ldc ddy cau maéi
dwoc thé ra. R0 chwa?”

“Hoan toan ro.”



“Thé thi duoc. Bat dau!”

Nang dat 6 ong noi gitta moi, nudt khoi vao sau, ro6i mim cudi, nhudong cdp 16ng may 1én nhu
mudn hdi “Sdn sang chua?”’, va toi gat dau, roi, t& san sang. Nang dwa mo6i 1én moi toi gan dén
noi ching cach c6 vai xdng ti mét, vai mi li mét, tham chi chac ciing khong phai thé, chac la
cham vao nhau roéi cling nén, roi nang thoi, va toi hit vao, that ra chi 1a tw nhién thoi, dlra vao
tinh huéng ndy, va t6i muén khoanh khic nay ctr thé mai mai.

“Ech di tdn tinh, né dd di that
Véi mét thanh kiém va khdu sting luc deo bén minh
Mot con éch di tdn tinh, né dd di thdt, i hw...”

Cuo0i cung, khi phoi t6i chwe né tung dén noi, tdi bén thé ra va nang ngoéi phich xuéng hoi,
“Cau nghi sao?”

'"

Khi d3 tim ra cdch d€ map may miéng, toi ndi, “Dwoc 1am!
“Théy gi khong?”

“Khong cé gi to tat.”

“Mudn thit 1an nita khong?”

0, Chiia o1, vdng, Alice, t& c6 thé dwoc a? Mudn nhiéu hon bdt ky thir gi trén thé gici nay dy

chit...
“Duoc, dwoc, phai roi...”
“CAu c6 chac khong? N6 manh lam diy.”
“That ma, Alice, tin t& di. T c6 thé lo liéu chuyén d6 ma.”

Khi toi tinh lai, Alice da di khoi, t6i dang nam trong tdm chan 16ng vit, va Chang Ech vin
con di tan tinh. Cudn bang ¢ ché do dao mat ty dong. Toi khong biét minh da nam day bao lau
roi, nén bén nhan manh nut dirng bang va tim cai dong hoé bao thirc du lich cia minh. Mot gior
rudi sang. Toi dot nhién thay khat muon chét, nhung ta on Chtia van con nita binh vang do ma&i
nguyén ¢ sat givong, téi ngoi ddy va déc gan can binh. T6i klem tra xem Alice c6 coi quan dai
cua toi ra trudc khi dat toi l1én giwong khong, roi nhédn ra nang da khong lam thé, nhung t6i da
qué phé thudc ching biét nén hai 1ong hay that vong nita.

Ngoai ra, t6i dang qua mai nghi vé do an. Poi toi chwa bao giv doi hon thé. Ngay ca bi xanh
dwong nhw cling hap dan. Ro6i, ta on Chua, t6i nhé ra minh la nguoi s& hitru Thit Nguoi, Chia
ban phudc lanh cho me. Toi luc tung va li lay ra cai goi boc giay thiéc, xé vién mé& ra khéi mot
miéng thit lon x6ng kh01 ludc, téng cho thit nac vao mom. Ngon that nhung thiéu céi gi do.
B4nh mi. Can banh mi sandwich. Phai c6 banh mi.

Viéc di lai that khong dé dang hon so voi nhitng gl toi nho, va xubng lau dwong nhw 1a viéc
hoan toan khong thé. T6i khong mudn bat dén 1én, nhung & day ding la toi den nhw muec, nén
dya nguoi vao tuong, toi budc loang choang doc theo hanh lang va xuong bac thang vao nha
bep Thoi gian nhw dén ra, va cudc hanh trinh c6 vé nhu kéo dai dén vai ngay, nhuwng cudi cung
toi da dén noi va bat ddu mot cong viéc doi hoi the luc la tw d€o got cho minh hai miéng banh
mi lam t& bot chua ray ty nuong o nha. Thanh qua Ia chiéc banh mi sandwich c6 kich thuwérc,
trong lwong va két ciu cia mot cuc gach xay nha, nhung t61 khong them quan tam, vi no6 co
chtra Thit Ngudi. Toi yén vi & ban va dau tién d6 mot it sita ra, thir lam cho cai banh mi bét
cing, nhung sita da von cuc lai va khong dinh nhau, khi t6i dinh buwéc dén bon rira va doé né di



thi dén dwoc bat 1én va t6i nghe tiéng cot ket tir dau ciu thang.

Co6 khi d6 1a Alice! C6 khi chiing t6i c6 thé tiép tuc lam chuyén con dang d¢. Nhung khong
phai. D6 1a ba Harbinson. Rose. Rose Khoa Than. T6i nuét sita von cuc cai wec.

Di nhién, t6i chi cin néi ngay mot diéu gi do, thong thuong, khong lién quan ¢ dén tinh duc,
dai khai kiéu “Xin chao Rose!” nhu'ng chit ma tly va rwou vang da khién t6i do dan va bdi roi,
ma toi khong mudn mdt phu nit khéa than hét toang vao mat minh lic hai gio sang, nén toi chi
ngoi do, rat lang 1€, va hy vong 1a ba s& bo di. Ba mé ti lanh, va roi cii nguoi xudng, anh den tu
lanh mau trang va cai cui nguoi lam ba 3 ay trong tran truong han. Nhin ky méi thay ba a ay co
mang mot doi vé day mau xam, cai do lam cho sy 16a thé ctia ba cé kiéu chat lugng cua mén an
diém tam, lanh manh, giéng mot birc phac hoa chan dung bang bt chi tir cuén cam nang tinh
duc The]oy Of Sex, va trong trang thai phé thudc, toi tw hoi khong biét c6 tir ndo nhu tir xuong
mu khong. Ba ay dang tim gl thé khong biét? Ma sao lau vay? Toi tung hinh dung 1a ba trong

“ngon-lanh-hon-so-v&i-tuoi” nhung khi do t6i chuwa bao gio thuce su thay mot ngwoi phu ni
khoa than toan dién nhw the nay, trong doi thwc va mot cach dot ngot, td1 maoi chi thay nhiing
thir 1t vat Ié té, va ngay ca khi dé thi cling khong ai trong s6 ho qua muoi chin tudi, nén toi
that sy khong phal la chuyén gia vé chua dé nay. Day la con chua ké, toi cho ring tinh huong nay
khong hin khong c6 chut khiéu dam, du la d6i voi nguoi da duoc lam diu di phan nao boi goi
dui lon muoi va hun khoi c6 nhiét do co thé dang nam trong 1ong toi. Ch(rt lo lang ba sé ngui
thay mui thit, tdi cd6 gap miéng glay thiéc lai mot cach yén lang, va hau qua 1a tiéng lach tach
dwong nhw vang doi trong nha bép hét nhw mét con bao dién.

“Oi Chua oi! Brian!”

“Xin chao ba Harbinson!” t6i twoi tinh néi. Téi cho la ba sé lay canh tay dé che di sw16a 10,
nhung ba c6 vé khong ngai cho lam ma chi ding dung voi tay lay chiéc khan lau bat h1eu
Natlonal Trust, quan quanh eo va nim & hong giéng cai xa rong. Toi cé thé thiy chit

“Sissinghurst” [4] chay doc trén dui ba.

[4] Tén mot thanh phd du lich rdt hdp dan & Anh.

“Oi cung, hy vong 1a c6 khong lam chau bi séc,” ba néi.

“Da, cling khong han...”

“Nhung ma c6 chic 1a chdu da thdy hang trdm phu nit khda than trudc day roi.”

“Ba chic sé bi ngac nhién do, ba Harbinson.”

“C6 da bao chau roi, ctt goi co 1a Rose! Ba Harbinson khién c6 cam thay minh qua gia!”

C6 mot su im lang thoang qua, toi phai tim chuyén gi do dé€ noi nham xua tan di sw ngai
ngung va bat tién cta tinh canh nay, va roéi nghi ra mot giai phap hoan hdo.

Bang giong My, toi noi, “Ba dang dinh cdm do t6i v, ba Harbinson?!”
Téi vira néi gi 4y nhi?..

“Cau ndi gi co?”

Dirng cd ldp lai...

“Ba dang c6 cam do t6i?” toi nai.

Nhanh Ién, gidi thich, gidi thich di...

“Ba biét diy... gibng nhw ba Robinson ay?” toi giai thich.



Rose ngady nguwoi nhin toi. “Ba Robinson la ai?”

“D6 1a mot cAu trich dan. Trong phim Tinh me tinh con...”
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“A, bay gi®r cd c6 thé noéi chau nghe, Brian 3, cd khéng c6 ¥ dinh cam db chdu...
“Chau biét, chau biét, va chau khong mudn bi ¢d cdm do...”

“Phai roi, rm, tot thoi...”

“Y chau khong phai 1a chau khong thay cb hdp ddn...”

“Cau noi gi co?”

“Cai quadi gi dang d1en ra ¢ duoi day vay?” mot giong noi vang 1én, va mot dang ngwoi dang
nhay ting bac xudng cau thang, chan c6 bap thit ran chac va nguc vam v& - doi chan trdn trui,
ran chic va bd nguc vam v cua 6ng Harbinson. Ong ta hinh nhu dang cam mot cai du xép gitra
hai chan nhu'ng nhin gan hon méi thiy dé 1a duong vat cua 6ng ta. Bay gio thi toi that su
khong biét phai nhin vao dau nita. Viéc khong nhin vao bo phan sinh duc cta Rose duong nhuw
duwa tam mat toi truc tlep nhin xuéng b6 phan sinh duc cua 6ng Harbmson va dot nhién that

kho tim noi nao trong bép ma khong co bo phan sinh duc, thé 1a cudi cling tdi chon mot diém
trén cai tu bép hiéu Aga, va tap trung, tap trung, tap trung.

Chang cO gi xdy ra ca, Michael a. Em chi xudng udng nuéc va Brian da & day, chi c6 vay
th6i ma...” Tai sao ba 4y lai n6i cai kiéu tdi 16i thé chir ha? Ba 4y dang cé giét toi chac?

“Thé cac nguoi ndi vé chuyén gi?”
Oi, Chiia nhdn tir, 6ng ta dd nghe thdy I¢i con néi. Con chét chdc roi.
“Khong c6 gi ca! Bria chi lam em giat minh, thé thoi...”

Ong Harbinson va duwong vat ctua ong ta trong c6 ve khong bi thuyet phuc cho 13m, va toi
nhn ra rang thuc sy thl ong ta khong lay tay che ddy dwong vat, ma la dang cadm no, va trong
thoang chdc toi c6 mot ndi so phi Iy 1a 6ng ta sdp stra danh toi bang cai do.
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“Thé thi, néi nhd lai, duoc cht? Con Rose, quay lai givong!” va 6ng ta giam chdn quay 1én
JAu, vAn cAm cay du du’crc cudn lai cua minh. RG rang hét sirc nguong ngung, Rose lay cai tap dé
nhwa vinyl in hoa ttr cai moc gan tu bep Aga, va quau quo mac no vao, trong khi t6i gat ching
ctrlién quan dén thit trén ban vao géi gidy thiéc, va nhét né vao ngin kéo dung dao nia.

Cudi cung ba bwdc téi cai ba, va rit 1én, “Co nghi tot nhat 1a khdong ai trong ching ta nhic
lai chuyén nay nita, dwoc chit, Brian?”

“Da duoc, nhung chau chi muén néi rang that sw chau chi trich dan...”

“Co chau minh quén chuyen do di, duoc chtr? Ctr gia vo nhw n6 chua bao gior xay ra...” Ba
nhin cham chi vao mat t6i. “Brian, chau cam thay 6n day cht?”

“Hoan toan khoe a!”

“Chau trong hoi xam.”

“0, @6 1a mau da binh thwong ctia chau ma, Rose!”
Ba nhin cai ly trweé'c mat toi.

“Stra ddy a?”



“U...0m.”
“Vay ra chau gitt n6 a?”
“Chau e la vay, Rose a.”
“Brian, con c6 thi dang tim cai do.”
“Xin 16i” - ba véi 14y céi ly - “Co sé khong udng dau, néu cd 1a chau!”
“Sao thé?”
“N6 hdng roi, von cuc, that day, né that kinh tom...”
Va ba cam lay ly stra von cuc, nglri ngri, nhap mot it, réi nhin téi véi vé hoan toan khinh
thi va noi, “Pay la sita ddu nanh, Brian a.”
Tt mot noi nao d6 & Nong trang Chim két vang 1én mot tiéng cuoi cuong loan, mot t1eng

cuoi dé so, ric rich dién ro, tiéng cudi ctia mot dira tré hw hong, tham hai, va phai mat mot lic
lau dé nhan ra la tiéng cwdi d6 phat ra tir toi.

Khi toi tinh ddy vao sang hom sau, nhw thuong 1€ phai mat ba gidy ké tir ldc biét rang
minh phai cdm thdy v6 ctung xau hd, t6i méi nhé ra duoc 1y do vi sao. That ra, t6i da rén ri, rén
ri that to, nhw thé bi ai d6 nhay 1én nguwc. T6i nhin dong hd bao thirc. Mudi mot gidr rudi ma toi
cam thay nhuw vira thoat khéi mot con hon mé.

To6i nam dé mot 1at, c6 tim ra cach t6t nhit dé€ xi ly tinh hudng nay. Cach tot nhdt l1a tu ti,
con cach tdt nhat thit hai doi héi nhidu hanh dong hén ha, ‘nguy bién va tw giéu minh, thé 1a toi
bat ddu mac do, d€ chuin bi d6i mit véi nd, ddng Iic cé tiéng go cira.

bo la Alice, trong rau ri, nang thé cling chang sao. Liéu nang c6 biét ba me khoa than cla
nang da nghi toi c6 gang cam do ba khong nhi?

“Xin chao, ngwoi dep ngai ngu...” nang thi thao.
“Alice, t& rat, rat xin 16i vé chuyén t6i qua...”

“0, Chtia o, moi chuyén 6n c3, khong c6 gl dau, quén no di...” RO rang la nang khong biét.
“Nghe nay, Brlan c6 chuyén dot xult, t& phai di Bournemouth... ” Nang ngoi ch6 thanh givdng,
trong nhw sap khoc.

“Sao, c6 chuyén gi da xay ra vay?”

“La ba ndi, ba bi nga xuéng cau thang khuya hém qua, ba dang & bénh vién, xwong hong bi
gdy, va ca nha phai di tham ba...”

“0i, Chua o1, Alice...”

“Me va b6 da di r6i, nhung té phai theo sau, nén t& khéng nghi la chuyén d6n nam méi sé
thwc hién duorc, té e la vay.”

“0, khong sao dau. Té sé tim lich trinh cua...”

“Tim xong ro6i. C6 mot chuyén tau di Luidn Pén trong bdn mwoi lam phut nira, té sé cho
cau qua giang ra ga. Pugc chit?”

Va thé 1a toi bat dau goi ghém do6 dac, nho6i nhét sach va quan 40 vao tdi nhu thé day la
trudng hop so tan khan cap, va mwoi phit sau ching tdi da ngdi trong chiéc Land-Rover, Alice



lai xe. Nang trong that bé nho dang sau tay lai, giong nhw bup bé Sindy dang lai chiéc jeep
Nguwoi Pan 6ng Hanh dong vay. Tuyet da bién thanh tht bun nhio xam xit do' ban trong dém,
va ching t6i hinh nhw dang lai xe qua nhanh, moi chuyén dwoc quy cho khéng khi chung ctia
sw cang thang va lo lang.

“H6m nay t& bi dau dau khing khiép!” t6i bay to.

“T¢ cling vay,” nang dap.

Hai tram mét hwong 16 vut qua.

“Té tinh c& cham mat bé me ciu trong nha bép t6i qua,” tdi néi bang quo.
“0, vay a!”

Thém hai tram mét nira.

“Ho c6 noi gi vé chuyén d6 khéng?”

“Khong han. Khong. Tai sao ho phai néi nhi?”

“Khong c6 nguyén do gi dau.” Duong nhu toi da duoc an toan. R6 rang toi khong mung khi
ba Harbinson nga cdu thang, nhw it nhit ba cling da gidp téi khéng phai doi mat véi tinh canh
0ai oam.

Lic chung t6i dén ga thi con mwoi lam phat niva tau chay, va nang gitp t6i mang tai dat
l1én san ga vang vé.

“Té rdt xin 161 vé viéc cau khong thé & lai d€ dén nam méi.”

“0, khong sao dau ma. Gt loi héi tham clia t& dén ba ndi cau nhé.” bé lam gi nhi? Vi Chua,
minh chua bao gir gdp ngudi phu nit dé. “Va té that sw xin 161 vé viéc khién cau bi qua lidu téi
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qua.

“That day, khong sao dau. Nay, cau khong phién néu t& khong cung cau doi tau ch? Chi la
t& can phai di...” Va chiing tdi dm nhau, nhung khong hon, thé roi nang di khoi.

T6i vé nha vao gi¢ udng tra, va tw dong bwéc vao. Me mac bo quan 40 am rong va dang
nam dai trén sofa ho hitng xem game show Blockbusters voi am lwong & mirc to nhat, mot cai
gat tan dat can bang trén bung, mot thung s6 c6 la hiéu Quality Street va mot chai bia Tia
Maria trén ban ca phé trwéc mat. Khi t6i bwdc vao phong ba ngdi bat diy va nhét cai chai
xuong dwdi cai ném, roi chot nhan ra toi, ba lay céc ruou nau Tia Marla ra va co che gidu n6
biang cach ldy ca hai tay che lai, giong nhw d6 chi 1a mdt c6c ca cao hay gi d6 khong bang.

“Con vé sdm thé!”

“Vang, me, con biét...”

“Téi chon chir P, Bop...”

“Thé thi, c6 chuyén gi vay con?”

“Ba cua Alice bi gdy xwong hong.”

“Lam thé nao ma chuyén dé lai xay ra dwoc?”

“Con x6 ba xuéng lau.”



“Khong, khong dung.”

“Me, con ciing khong biét.”

“Chir P nao la thanh phdn héa hoc chinh dé sdn xudt diém?”
“T6i nghiép that. Ba 4y sé khong sao cht?”

“Lam sao con biét dwoc? Con c6 phai bac si phu trach dau? Phét pho.”
“Pung.”

“Cai gi?” me hoi.

“Ti vi!” toi cau Kkinh.

“Téi chon chir H, Bob...”

“C6 gi khong 6n ha, Bri?”

“Khéng, khong c6 gi khong 6n hét!”

“Tén ciia nguwdi nao bat ddu bang chir H dwoc ddt cho...?”
“Cé phai con da chia tay v&i c6 ban ga...?”

“Co 4y khdéng phdiban gai con!”

“Duoc roi, khéng can quat 1én nhuw thé!”

“Van con hoi sém d€ uéng cocktail, ba gia nhi?”

Va roi toi quay nguoi chay 1én lau, cdm thiy kho & va ho then. Ma céi chu ‘ba gia’ ’ day tho
16, cau kinh 4 ay tir dau ra thé khong b1et7 Toi chua bao git goi me la “ba gia” ca. Toi vao phong,
dong sAm ctta lai, nam dai trén giwong va deo tai nghe vao dé nghe bang cat xét Trdi tim sw tu,
album th hai hay dén ngat ngdy cua Kate Bush, “Symphony in blue” (Ban giao hwong budn),
mat A, bai mot. Nhung gan nhw ngay lap tic toi nhan ra mot thirc bi bo quén.

Thit Ngudi.

T6i da dé gobi thit ngudi ‘trong ngan kéo nha bep toi qua. Toi khong co s6 cua nha
Harbinson & Bournermouth nén téi quyét dinh goi vé ngdi nha ¢ noéng thon va dé lai tin nhin
cho Alice khi nang tro vé. Sau bon hoi chuong, may tra 1o tw dong bat 1én, va toi chi vira méi
nghi ra phai ndi gi, thi ai d6 bat ngd nhac 6ng nghe lén.

“Xin chao...?”

“0. Xin chao, d6 c6 phai... c6 phai Rose khong?”
“Ai day?”

“Chau la Brian, ban cua Alice?”

“0, chao chau, Brian. Chau gilt may nhé.”

Cé tiéng sot soat khi ba dé tay 1én 6ng nghe, va mot vai tiéng 1am bam nghe khong rd, roi
Alice nghe may.

“Xin chao, Brian?”
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“Chao! Cauvan & dé a!
“Phai, phai, cd nha déu & day.”
“T¢ lai cr nghi la cau & Bournemouth...”

“Ca nha t¢ da toi do, nhung... cubi cung hdara la ba da cam thay khoe 1én nhiéu, nén moi
nguoi lai 1ai xe vé. That ra, ca nha té chi vira méi vé téi noi.

“Phai roi. Ba khde ch?”
“Ba hoan toan khée manh!”

“Khong bi gay xwong hong a?”

“Khong, chi bi bAm tim, va, trm, bi s6¢.”

“Tuyét. Té¢ mirng khi nghe diéu do. A du'ong nhién, khong phai mirng vi ba bi séc dau nhé,
y t& 1a tai nan khong de doa dén tinh mang...

C6 mot khoang lang.

“Thé...?”

“Té chi mudn goi dé néi la, t& dé... 3, cai, ciu biét day, thit ngudi & do.”
“Hi€u roi. Va cai d6 dé & dau... thit ay?”

“Trong ngan kéo & ban bép.”

“O. Puoc roi. Té sé di ldy ra.”

“C6 khi nén cho cho dén khi me cidu khéng quanh quan & dé nhi?”

“Di nhién roi.”

“Vay thi... gap lai cau & trweong vao nam téi, nhi?”

“Chinh xac. Hen gap cau vao nam téi nhé!” Roi nang di khoi, va téi chi con biét ding &
hanh lang, tay cAm 6ng nghe, nhin vao khoang khong.

T6i c6 thé nghe thay tiéng ti vi trong phong khach.

“Ba dinh ludt ctia K nao mé td chinh xdc sw chuyén ddng ctia cdc hanh tinh quanh Mdt
Troi?”

“Johannes Kepler,” tdi noi, chang v&i ai ca.
“Piing!”

T6i hoan toan khong biét minh phai lam gi bay gio.
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CAU HOI: Bit ngudn tir tho “tanka” c6 31 am, thé tho Nhat ndo gom c6 17 Am, nhip diéu la
5-7-57

TRA LOT: Tho haiku.

Phan &ng cua Rebecca Epstein 1a cwoi pha 1én. C6 nam trén chiéc giwdong futon cia toi
trong can phong tro sinh vién trén duwong Richmond Hill, va cwdi nhw dién, da doi giay voi vé
khoai tra doc dia.

“Cdi ddy thi c6 gi dang cwdi thé ha, Rebecca.”
“0i, khong, tin t& di, c6 ddy.”
T6i dau hang, va di thay dia nhac.

“Té xin 16i, Jackson, nhu'ng ch1 nghi dén viéc bon ho tron trong cai léu chira cti doi dén khi
cau hoan toan bién khéi ddy...” C6 lai pha 1én cwoi, tdi bén quyét dinh sang phong Josh ldy
thém bia tu 0.

TOi & véi me thém muoi tam t1eng trwére khi quyét dinh quay lai trwong cao dang Mot lan
nita, t6i bao voi ba 1a vi t6i can vai cudn sach chuyén nganh & thw vién, va ba nhtin vai, ban tin
ban nghi, roi gan mudi gid, toi lai ding & ngudng cita, tir chdi ciing nhitng loai thuc pham do.

Trén chuyen tau quay vé truong, toi bat dau thay vui hon mot chut. Sé ra sao neu toi don
nam méi mot minh trong phong tro sinh vién nhi? T6i c6 thé lam xong xudi mot so viéc, doc
sach, di dao, nghe nhac o to tuy thich. Va ngay mai, vao dém Giao thtra, toi sé dau tranh’ chong
lai cai truyen thong 16 bich cho rang ching t61 phai di choi, phai say xin va vui vé. Thay vao do,
toi sé ¢ nha, va khong c6 vui ve gi hét. T6i sé van say xin nhwng sé doc mOt cubn sach, roi ngu
thiép di luc 11 gio 58 phut t6i. Toi tw thuyét phuc minh 1a diéu d6 sé cho ho mot bai hoc, ma
that ra ciing chang biét “ho” 1 ai ludn.

Nhung khi dén phong tro, toi nhan ra minh da pham mot sai lam khung khlep Khi mé cwra
truedc, mot mui men, am am tir chd niu bia dang Yorkshire tai gia cia Marcus va Joshua xoc
vao mii toi, va nhw thé ca ngdi nha vira moi ¢ vao mat toi. T6i budre vao phong cua Joshua, va
thay cai thung nhya dang sui bong bong va sung suc gan cai may swdi con bat. Té6i mé cira s6
dé cai khi giéong nhu trong rudt dé thoat ra ngoai.

R6 rang, chua ai quay lai day, do la diéu toi da hy vong, nhung t6i khong nghi da chuin bi 6 o
trong mot ngdi nha hoan toan vang ve nhuw thénay. Nén toi quyét dinh di to1 cai siéu thi nhéd &
géc duong. Bay gior1a 5 gior 45, thoi diém ti wu dé mua thue pham gidm gia.

Viéc mua d6 an giam gia khong phai la diéu ma nguoi nao ciling co thé lJam mot cach dé
dang. Thudng thi do hop bi méo mo ciing an toan, nhung véi thuce pham ‘twoi”, thang thin ma
no6i thi d6 chinh Ia mdt bai min. Mot nguyén tic co ban, mirc do gidm gid sé ty le thuan voi sy
nguy hiém di kém khi dn, nén meo la hay chon thir gi c6 gia hoi ma khong that su lam ban bi
roi loan bao tu; giam gia 10 xu it 0i cho t&i nira ky bit tét om mau xanh xam thi hau nhw rui ro
ciing khong 1a gi c3, nhwng nguyén con ga mai ma gia c6 25 xu thi chi chuoc hoa vao than.
Ngoai ra thit bo va thlt ga thi thuong an toan hon thit heo va ca. Thit heo dé 1au véi bat ky ai
cling chang c6 gi vui, trong khi voi thit bo dé lau it ra ban cling c6 thé tuw dua vui la noi khong
“61”, chi 1a “dwoc d€ 1du cho mém ky” th01 Twong tw dieu nay ciing duwoc ap dung cho nhirng
thlrc pham cé vi ddm da; n6 khoéng “6i”, chi 1a “nong”. Chinh vi Iy do ndy ma moén ca ri 1a moén



dwoc gidm gid co ban theo nhiéu kiéu.

(O siéu thi, t6i va mdt ba cu c6 bd rau clia Zapata nhin nhau canh giac ¢ ngan do lanh. M&i
qua Giang sinh vai ngay ma da co qua nhiéu thit ga tay chét & day, cling nhu c6 mot cai dui ctru
trong nhw the no c6 nguy co tw leo ra khoi ngan tu lanh va di bé quay vé nong trai. Thwong thi
day la mot mon hoi kha that vong, nén toi quyét dinh chon mén ca ri Vesta kho, giam 75 xu, va
mot mén khuyé&n mai dic biét, mot chai Nesquik hwong chudi cling véi nira lit siva.

Nhung suw phin chin thit 1a dodn ménh. Luc t6i quay Ve, uong mot chut Nesquik, dun s6i
4m nwéc, hoa tan bot ca ri mau vang nhat vao cai chdo va an né, toéi cam thay minh chang khac
gl Robinson Crusoe Ng6i nha vang ngat ngoai troi dé6 muwa, cai ti vi xach tay cua Josh thi bi
khéa trong tu quan 40 cua cau ta, va tinh hinh moi lic mét ré rang 1a cai dwoc goi la nhitng
nim dep nhat doi toi sé ching bao gior xay dén.

Phai thoat ra khoi chuyén nay thoi. Phai lam gi do.

T6i chdém mot it tién 1é trong cailo bac & phong Josh va xép né thanh chong tién xu & néc
may dién thoai goi tra tién & hanh lang.

Nhung t6i sé goi ai day? T6i du dinh goi cho mot ga duwoc goi 1a Vince ma toi gap o mot
bira tiéc, nhung lai khong muon ngoi trong quan ruou chi véi mot thang con trai khac, ma lam
gl c6 s0, voi lai toi cling chang nh¢ néi ho cua cau ta hodc cdu ta dang song & dau hay bat cir
diéu gi vé ciu ta. Lucy Chang da tro lai Mlnneapolls co gan nhu nghi rang toi la mot ké phan
biét chung toc. Colin Pagett van bi viém gan. T6i xém chiit nira goi cho Patrick truéc khi nhé ra
13 minh tham chi chang hé thich anh ta. Cudi cung toi quyet dinh goi cho Rebecca Epstein, vi
Rebecca la smh vién trwong Luat va, véi tw cach mot chu thé dich thuc ctia Phéap luat, day 1a co
hoi tot dé cd Ay thue swlam viéc gi do.

Co s6ng & trang vién Kenwood va cung day hanh lang voi Alice, nén toi co s6. Sau khoang
chirng hai mwoi hoi chudng, moét giong ving Glasgow cudi cung ciing cit 1én.

“Xin chao, c6 phai Rebecca khong?”

“...vang, ai vay nhi?”

“T@, Brian day.”

Ngirng.

“Brian Jackson dy?” toi nhac.

“Té biét cdu la Brian nao. Ciu dang lam gi day?”

“T& thiy chan, vy théi.”

“Chua o1, té cling thé.” Lai ngirng. “Thé...”

“Thé nén té dang nghi khong biét ciu dinh lam gi t6i nay?”

“Pang cho cau goi, r6 rang thé con gi. Pay c6 phai mét cudc hen ho khong dy nhi?” c6 ndi,
nhu thé dang hoi “Pay cé phai cuc phdn khong &y nhi?”

“Chua o1, khong phal to chi muon héi cdu c6 mudbn di xem phim hay di ddu d6 khéng. Ho
dang chiéu cta Pasolini & rap Arts...

“Néu khong thi, ching minh cé thé di xem gi dé gidi tri...”
“Hon sdng & ABC?”



“Hay Ngon ltra ctia Thdnh Elino cua Pasolini?”

“Tré lai twong lai dang chi€u & rap Odeon...”

“Chinh xac thi cdu may tuoi roi?”

“Kén tam & ABC...”

“Chua giup chung con...”

“C4u ngoan c6 that diy, nhi?”

“Té biét. So chwa? CAu chic 1a ciu chiu dung dwoc chir ha, Brian?”

“Té nghi vay. Thé ciu muon lam gi nao?”

“C6 cai gi c6 con khong?”

“Nam muoi lit. Mac du déu la bia G tai nha.”

“Oi dao, té khong cau ky dau. Cau & Richmond House ha?”

“Trang phoc.”

“Dwoc roi, cho té nira tiéng.”

CO gac may, va dot nhién toi s¢ hai.

BOon muoi phut sau, co ngoi trén giwong toi uong bia 1 tai nha va cwdi nhao té6i. Nhw binh
thwong, c6 lai mac cai bo dong phuc, ma né trong giong hét mot bo dong phuc that; di giay Doc
Martens den, quan b6 sat den day duoi chiéc vay bo ngan mau xanh den, chiéc 4 ao len mong co
chir V dwoi cai o khoac c6 that lung bang nhua vilyl mau den ki€u quin sy ma toi chwa bao
gio thdy cb cdi ra. Maj t6c ngan ctia cd sang béng béi loai sap thom Black- and-White, va duoc
vén thanh m¢& téc ngan béng dau chai nguoc 1én tran truoc cai mi lwdi chai cong nhan den.
Trén thyc té moi thir c6 mac dwong nhuw déu duoc thiét ké d€ Am chi mot truyen thong lau doi
cua cong viéc lao dong tay chan, nhoc nhin, diéu nay that sv la lung, vi toi nh¢ me co6 la nghé
nhan do gom con bo co la bac si khoa nhi. Ky thuc sy nhu*ong b6 duy nhat ctia Rebecca ddi voi
quan niém thoéng thuong vé nit tinh la 16p son moéi mau dé ruby béng day va 1&p mascara day
khién co trong that dang so nhung déng thoi lai ddc biét thu hut, giong nhw chi nhanh tai
Hollywood clia bing dang Baader-Meinhof [1] vay. Co 4 ay tham chi con hut thuéc hét nhu mot
ngodi sao dién anh, Bette Davis hay ai d6, nhung la mot ngoi sao dién anh tu cudn thudc cho

minh. Kiéu gi cling phai néi that 1a, t01 nay c trong co ve hdp dan hcrn so v@i binh thuwong, va
t6i nhan ra la minh lo 1ang rang c6 1& c6 dang ¢4 gang giy 4n twong véi toi.

[1] Thuong dwroc nhdc dén véi tén chinh thitc hon la Lt doan Dé (RAF). Mot nhém khiing b
Dikc khét tiéng.

Cudi cung co ciing thoi cwoi, toi lién noi, “A, Rebecca nay, t& mirng khi ciu thay doi sdng
tinh duc ctua té hai huéc, Rebecca a”

“Chac chan né chi dwoc goi la doi séng tinh duc khi ¢6 tinh duc trong d6, ding khong?”
“That ra thi c6 khi c6 4y néi sw that.”

“Phai roi, Brian, t& chdc chdn c6 nang néi that. Chang phai té da bao cau cb tala do bo cai
con gi? Va dwng co Xi mat ra nhuw viy. Ciu biét chuyen do that hai hudc ma, néu khong thi cau
da ching ké voi té.” Co pha khéi thudc ra, gd nhe dé tan thudc roi xuéng bén ngoai cai ném.

“Du sao di nita cling dang doi cau.”



“Vi chuyén gi chtt?”

“C4u biét thira con hoi. Cai 1€ hoi dam dang tw san do. Cau tw xung minh la nguwoi Xa hoi
Chu nghia, nhung cudi cung cau lai hanh xtr nhu nhirng ké co hoi van tim cach leo 1én nhlrng
nac thang xa hoi ¢ cai truong dai hoc nay, sdn sang mo téi va lam cho bao tir minh bi gidy vo
b&i cai dwoc goi la ting 16p cao tit d6...

“Khong phai thé!”

“Pung vay ddy. Bao thu ntra voil...”
“P6 chi nghia Stalin!”
“D06 phan boi giai cap!..”

“P6 tredng gid hoc lam sang!...”

“Khong phai trwedng gia hoc lam sang!...”

“Do tién yuppie [2]! Cau c6 1y d6i giay Doctor Martens ra khoi ném té khong thi bao?”

[2] Yuppie (Young urban professional hippie) la nhitng nguoi tré tudi thich néi loan, cé dang
cdp, la sdn phdm ctia thanh thi.,

“So té sé huy hoai loai vai thanh lich nay a?”

Nhung c6 cha them dong day ban chan, va roi 1& buéc dén cho ngdi ké bén tdi, cham nhe ly
bia hét lanh vao ly cta t6i dé hoa giai.

“Sao khung giwdng ngi clia ciu lai ndm sau t 4o vay?” c6 hoi.
“Cau biét day, t& bién cai giwong thanh giwong futon roi.”

“Giworng futon dy ha? Brian nay, n6i cho ciu biét, mét cai dém trén san khong lam nén
giwong futon dau.”

“Nghe nhi mét bai tho haiku 4y nhi,” t6i noi.
“C6 bao nhiéu dm tiét trong mot bai tho haiku?”
Cai nay tbi biét. “Mwdi bay Am, sap theo kiéu 5-7-5.”

C6 nghi co 1é trong mot gidy, roi doc:

Mot tdm chiéu trén cdi
San khéng lam nén mot ném ngu

Mui chdc sé boc lén.

. 10i c0 udng bia, nhung ngtrng lai dée giat mot cong thudc 1a Golden Virginia dinh & son
moi ra mot diéu bo cham rai va diém tinh c6 vé ngéng dén ndi tdi nhan ra minh dang nhin
phia bén kia moi d& xem ¢ c6 lam lai hay khong. Lic d6 c6 bat gip anh mit tdi, nén toi lap
bap, “Thé Giang sinh vui khong?”



“Bon t& khong td chirc Giang sinh, bon t& 1a ngudi Do Thai, chinh bon té da giét Chaa Gié-
su, nhé chwa?”

“Thé con, goi la gi 4y nhi, L& Vuot qua [3] thi sao?”

[3] LE Vot qua la Ié quan trong nhdt ctia nguoi Do Thdi, khodng thdng Ba, thdng Tw duong
lich, kéo dai mgt tudn, dwoc cir hanh nhw mét cudc twdng niém nham giup moi nguoi song lai
kinh nghiém ciia cha éng ho khi nhitng ngudi dé dwoc gidi phéng khéi dch né 1é Ai Cap.

“Hanukkah [4]. Bon t¢ cling khong td chirc. P6i v&i mot nguoi dai dién cho ngoi truong ve
vang cua chung ta trong cudc thi Thdch thirc Dai hoc, Brian Jackson, cau that sw 1a d6t dic can
mai. T¢ phai noéi véi cau bao nhién lan day, ching té 1a nglrm Glasgow thudc phe Xa hoi Chu
nghia Khong Chinh théng Do Thai Chéng Chui nghia Phuc quéc.”

[4] Hanukkah con c6 tén goi la Lé héi Anh sdng, la mgt 1€ hoi truyen thong kéo dai tam ngay
ctia dan toc Do Thdi, c6 thé roivao bdt ky liic nao gitra thang Muwoi mét dén cudi thdng Muoi hai.
Hanukkah trong tiéng Do Thdi co nghia la “ddng tdng’, danh ddu ngay nguoi din Do Thdi gianh
lai Jerusalem va Ngéi dén thiéng tir tay vieong quéc Seleukos vao ndm 168 truéc Cong nguyén.

“Nghe chang vui gi.”

“Tin t& di, cha cé gi vui dau. Tai sao cau nghi t& & day voi cau?”
T6i ngi minh sé thi ki€u hai hwéc Do Thai.

“Ké chtr. Chiic mirng Giang sinh!”

“Giha?

“Khong cé gi.”

C6 nhin to6i ky lwdng mot hoi, roi cwoi niva miéng...

“Ké bai Do Thai.”

Va toi cuoi dap lai. Toi dot nhién nhan ra minh ddc biét yéu mén Rebecca Epstein, va
mudn dua ra mot ctr chi thim do tinh hitu nghi. T6i c6 mot ¥ twdng.

“Nhac médi nhé, t& cé cai nay cho cau! Hanukkah vui vé nhé!”

D6 la album Joni Mitchell ma Alice khong nhin. Téi di lam mat héa don. Rebecca nhin toi
ngo vuc, “Tang to?”

2% Non
U...0.

“Cau co chdc khong?” c6 hoi, giong nhu mdt ngudi linh gac & ctra khau Pong Au nghi ngo
ho chiéu cta tbi cé thé a gia.

“Chac nhuw bap.”

C6 cam cai dia gitra ngdn cai va ngén tro, roi g&r mot goc cia gidy goi. “Joni Mitchell.”
“U... rm. Cau biét cai album nay khéng?”

“Té hay nghe nhac cta ¢6 dy.”

“Vay ciu nghe cai dia nay roi ha?”

“Chwa. Chwa, that x4u hd khi phai ndi 1a té van chwa nghe.”



“Thé thi, dé t& bat cho cau nghe...”

Va t6i cam cai dia tlr tay co, di dén may hat, ldy dia Cia nhém Tear for Fears ra, va b6 dia
Blue vao, mat 2, bai 4, “A Case Of You” (Canh ngo cua ban), chac chan l1a mét trong nhung ban
tinh ca tuyét nhat thg dwoc ghi ra dia. Sau khi hai ditra im ling nghe hét doan dau va doan
diép khc, t6i héi, “Cau nghi sao?”

“Té nghi n6 dem dén ky kinh cua t6.”

“Cau khong thich a?”

“A, n6i hoan toan chan thanh nha Brian, that sw thi n6i khong phai gu ctia t6.”
“Cau sé dan thich no thoi.”

“Hirm,” c6 noi, day ngo viee. “Thé ciu la fan rudt caa Joni a?”

“Pai loai vdy. Chan thanh ma néi, t& thién vé hAm mo Kate Bush hon.”
“Hirm... cting dé hinh dung.”

“Tai sao?”

“Boi vi, Brian, cdu chinh la Nguoi Dan Ong V&i Hinh Anh Dira Tré Trong P6i Mat,” cdi néi,
va curdi tham vao trong cai chai bia cia minh.

“Thé dao nay ciu dang nghe gi?”

“Nhiéu thit. Durutti Column, Marvin Gaye, Cocteau Twins, mét vai ban blue ci, Muddy
Waters, Cramps, Bessie Smith, Joy Division, New York Dolls, Sly & Famlly Stone, mdt vai ban
hoa 4m phéi khi. Té sé lam cho cdu mot cudn bang tuyen tap, roi xem td co thé dit cau ra khoi
mé& nhac thé thién nay khong. Cau blet day, Brian, cdu phai can than v&i nhirng nhac skiém ca
si nay. Néu nghe cé chtrng muec thi 6n cd thdéi nhung néu nghe nhiéu qua loai nhac nay, ciu
tham chi sé bi teo vi day.”

“0, néu cau khéng muén mén qua ndy, chi can néi 1a dwoc...” toi néi, ngdi day thay dia
khac.

“Khong! Khong, t¢ sé gilt n6. To chac 12 roi din dan té sé thich nd. CAm on ciu nhiéu lam,
Brian. Cau dung that la ngwoi Co doc.”

Va toi quay lai ng01 ké bén cb, chung toi ngoi trong im 13ng mot ldc. R6i c6 nam tay toi, siét
that manh, va ndi, “Nghiém tuc day cam on cau.”

Muo1i phut sau, chung toi da nam trén giwong, va bang cach nao dé ciing chinh ban tay kia
dwong nhw da tim thiy nga vao trong 4o nguc co.

Nguo1i ta noi rang moi ca nhin déu lién doi dén chinh tri va chac chin la khong ngoa khi
nodi rang, giong nhuw quan diém chinh trj cia minh, Rebecca Epsteln hén that quyet liét, bong
bot va khong nhan nhwong. Toi dang nam ngtra, cd6 4n dau toi xudng gdi, roi rang cua cd cha
vao rang toi, nhung toi quyét tam co6 nhan la phai c6 cho, va t6i cha nguoc lai. Viéc ching toi
x6a s6 men ring cia nhau chi con 13 van dé thoi gian. Mui regu va khéi tir may swdi chay bang
hoi ga trén lan vao nhau lam t6i thdy nang dau, thdm chi c6 mot thoang hoang mang lo so,
nhung cling vui vui, glong nhw khi ban & trueong va bi nguyén mot dam nguoi nhay de len
nguoi vay. Lop nhii son moi day tao ra sy & hoi xung quanh moi ca hai, nén cudi ciing khi cd ay
dirt moi ra, toi gan nhu da trong chor mot tleng bdp, giong nhw trong phim hoat hinh, khi cai
thut bé xi dwoc kéo ra khoi mat mét nguwoi nao do.



“Thay sao ha?” c6 hoi. Son gi¢r da nhoe nhoét, trong nhw cd6 dang an qua mam x0i.

“On day,” toi dap, va co lai ngau nghlen toi tiép. C6 c6 vi men bia, thudc 14 Golden Virginia
va tinh ddu thom cia son moi. Ve phan toi, toi khong khoi lo 1ang ve vi ca ri Vesta da an trudc
do. Liéu toi c6 nén gia bo can di vé sinh d& di danh rang khong nhi? Nhwng roi co sé biét toi
danh ring vi ¢, va toi khong mudn xuit hién theo théi thuong. Hoi tho hoi ham co6 phai la bdt
thuong khong nhi? C6 18 khong, nhung néu téi danh rang, c6 thé co sé nght toi cling mudn co
danh rang ludn, ma t6i thi khéng muon thé, that ddy. That ra t6i hoan toan thich vi thudc 14, cai
cam giac duwoc hut thudc qua nguoi khac. Tot nhat la nén tiép tuc. Nhung ¢ doan nay thi nén
lam gi t1ep nhi? Khéng the m¢& miéng noi, toi c6 dat tay 1én lung ao c6, nhung co Van madc chlec
4o khodac c6 that lung, va khi lan téi cai thit lung, t61 mai phat hién ra cai do len mong cua ¢ bi
nhét vao kha chat, nén t6i bén c6 tim 16i khac, qua c0 4o cd. Toi phal veo ca canh tay méi lam
duoc nhw vay, cong ban tay ra sau thanh goc vuong, glong nhw mot ke moc tii lac loai nhit thé
giol, nhung cudi cung t6i ciing dén noi. Ao nguc co mau den, bing ren va hoi don, that ngac
nhién, va luc do, téi trim ngam suy nght vé tinh chit cia cai ao nguc. Tai sao no 1a1 duoc don
kia ch(? Chang phai né hoi khong giong voi tinh cach cta Rebecca hay sao? Tai sao c6 lai
thuéc nhom ngudi cam thay sw can thiét cua viéc phai phu hop voi quan diém wéc 1é theo-
dinh- nghia-cua-dan-ong ve phu nit? Tai sao co buoc phai co duoc co thé “hép dan theo thoi
thwong ma hau nhw khdng phu nit nao cé thé cé6 dwoc trong cudc sdng thuc, c6 18 ngoai trir
Alice Harbinson?

R01 dot ngot c6 ngung hon, va toi nghl co dang dlnh hoi t6i 1a cau nghi cau dang lam cai
quai gi thé, nhwng thay vao dé c6 thi tham “Brian nay.”

“Sao co?’

“Té can ndi véi cidu mot viéc. Hoi ndy té khéng dua dau. Luc té ndi té dang bi ay.”
“Khong sao. Té cling dang bi.”

C6 4y nhin to6i v&i vé quai go. “Té khong nghi ciu bi dau, Bri.”

“Khong, t& bi that. Té khong c6 vé dang bi, nhwng that swté...”

Gio thi ¢6 4y n6i dda véi toi that. “Cau dang dén thdng ay ha?”

“Gi co? A, hiéu roi. Khong, xin 16i, t& nghi y ciu la ciu, cau biét ddy...”

“Cai gi?”

“Bi thich viéc ay?”

“‘Bi thich viéc dy?’ la cai gi?”

T61 nght trong mot giay. “Tiéng 16ng chang?” t6i no6i, mot cach day hy vong, nhung gio tay
toi da roi khoi do nguec co, chang bao gio quay lai duorc. Co ngoi & thanh giwong, kéo thang doi
vé, kiém tra xem tdi ¢ xé rach cai 4o len hay khong, va toi da lam rdo né.

“R6t cudc thi chuyén nay c6 khi khéng phai la y hay.”
“N6i chin thanh diy, t& khong ngai dau.”
“Cau ddy c6 nghia la gi ha?”

e

“Y t& 1a té thay binh thuwong vé vu dén thang ctia ciu.”

N

“A, phai roi, t& mung la cau binh thuong vé chuyén do, Jackson a. Ma khong hé gi, t& cling
cha lam dwoc cai quai gi dé diéu khién chuyén dé, ding khong'?"



“Té xin 101, nhung t& khong biét phai noi gi khac.”

“Té ca1a Alice Harbinson thim chi chang bi dén thang...”
“Sao?”

“...cO nang co lé trd tién cho nguoi khac dé€ bi ho cho co ta...”
“Cho da nao, chuyén nay thi dinh gi dén Alice Harbinson?”
“Chang gi ca!”

C6 quay lai, va duwong nhw dinh dop chat toi tlep, nhung roi c6 nhoén miéng cuoi, hay it
nhat ciing la mot cai cu'(rl ntra miéng: “T6t hon la cAu nén lau son moi dinh trén mat di. Trong
cau nhu thang hé 3 ay ” T6i lau miéng bang mdt géc chan va nghe cd 1dam bam, “Cau diing la mot
thang hé chét bam.”

“Té da pham 16i gi chi!”

“C4u biét thira con gi.”

“Nay, ciu méi la nguwdi khoi mao diy nhé!”

“Khoi mao cai gi?”

“N6i vé, ciu biét day, Alice.”

“Oi, vi Chua, Jackson...”

“T& chi nhdc dén co 4y vi cAu da nhac dén co 4y thoi...”
“Nhung ciu liic nao ciing nghiveé co ta, dang khong?”

“Khong, di nhién t& khong!” toi noi. Nhung t6i da nghi. Rebecca nhin anh mat cla toi du
lAu d€ chac vé su thuwe dd, roi nhin di chd khac.

“Chuyén nay that ngu ngoc” c6 ndi khé, 1ay 1ong ban tay 4n vao mat. “T¢ hoi bwc minh. Té
nghi té nén di thoi.” Trudc day toi cé thé khong biét chic, nhung bay gio toi chic chdn 1a minh
khong muén c6 di, nén té6i chom dén truedrc mat co, va hén c6 [an niva. Co quay phat dau di.

“Sao cau phai di?”
“Té khong.... khong biét - cai gi vira xay ra vay. Ching ta quén viéc dé di dwoc khéng?”
“0. buwoc. Proc théi. Phai réi. Té muodn ciu dirng di, nhwng néu cdu mudn thi...”

“T¢ nghi vay. T¢ nghi to muon di,” va cd dirng 1én, kéo 4o khodc vao roi di ra ctra, dé toi &
lai ty hoi minh phai lam gi luc nay day Y toi 13, dé thém vao sw lac long ngdc nghéch va thuwong
nhat nay. To6i ndi gét co6 xudng lau di vao hanh lang, ch6 nay cd vap phai déng xe dap lam tic
hanh lang.

“Gi¢r thi nhin di - t& da 1am rach chiéc vé quy tha ma bat nay...”
“It nhat cling dé t& di cung cdu vé nha chi.”
“Thoéi khoi, cAm on.”

“Té khong phién gi dau...”



“Té 6n cadma...”
“Cau khong nén di bé vé mot minh...”
“Té sé on...”

“Thatra, to nhin manh...” c6 xoay nguoi dot ngot, roi chi ngon tay vao toi, gat gong, “Va té
nhan manh la cau khong can lam thé! Ré chwa?’ Ca hai ching toi déu choadng vang trudc su gai
gbc cua loi noi nay; hinh nhw t6i tham chi con lui mét bwoc. Chung t6i nhin nhau, tw héi
chuyén gi dang xay ra, va cudi cung c6 cit 101 “Ngoai ra, cdu nén di ngu. Cau dang ‘bi’ day nho
chuwa?” C6 m¢ ctra. “Bon minh durng bao gior néi vé chuyén nay nita, duoc chu'a7 Va dirng c6 ké
cho ai khac, dwoc cht? Dic biét khong ké véi con bé Alice- Harbinson-chét tiét ay. Hra ch?”

“Di nhién la khong roi. Sao té lai phai ké cho Alice...?”

Nhung c6 da xudng dwoc niva bac thang, réi khong thém nhin lai, c6 chay mat hat vao
bdong dém.



VONG BA

~ “To6i xin 16i,” Sebastian n6i, sau mot hoi lau. “Téi e 13 chiéu nay tdi khéng dwoc ti té cho
lam. Brideshead thwong khién t6i thanh ra nhw vay.”

Evelyn Waugh, Brideshead Revisited
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CAU HOI: Van, tim, tron 13 tén ba loai m6 gi?
TRALO': Co.
Mot s6 Quyét tdm cho Ndm mdi

1. Danh nhiéu thoi gian cho sdng tdc tho hon. Néu nghiém tiic coi tho la mot thé loai vdn
chwong, ciing nhw mét cdch dé klem thém tién thi minh phdilao ) dong that su, ddc biét néu muén
kham pha giong tho dac trung cua minh. Hdy nho, T. S. lam vigc o ngdn hang ma vdn sdng tdc
nén duworc treong ca Bon khic ti tau, thé nén dirng cé ly do Iy trdu la khéng dii thoi gian.

2. Ngtrng nan mun, ddc biét khi noi chuyén voi nguoi khdc. Néu khoa hoc day ta mot diéu gi,
do chinh la ndn mun chi lam lay lan nhiém triing va dé lai theo. Chi cdn ke noé di, kiém cdi gi do
khac cho ban tay lam, hoc hiit thudc ld hay gi do. Nhé 1dy — khong ai muén hén mét khudén mdt
ruedm mdu.

3. Phdixa cdch. Choitro lanh nhat voi Alice — nang sé tran trong minh hon.
4. Tré nén c6 co bdp mot chiit.

Nhitng dong trén dugc viét vao khoang 10 gior 45 phut toi dém Giao thira, khi d6 toi da say
khwét, dong nghia voi viéc chir viét cé hoi nguéch ngoac. Hai muwoi phut sau téi nga. thlep di,
tan hwcrng mot khoang thoi gian budn chan ngoai hang, kho tin, bang cach do ché giéu quan
diém rap khuon thwong thiy 1a ching ta budc phai cé6 thoi gian vui vé, thi vi vao dém Giao
thura.

Lé hoi bat dau luc 8 gior 35 phut, khi téi da tim thay tuoc no vit ¢ ngdn keo bép va néi 6¢
canh ctra ti quan ao cta Josh dé l1iy cai ti vi xach tay cua ciu ta. Roi tbi ngoi xem phim James
Bond trén kénh ITV, gia nhap vao hang ngti dong dao nhitng goa phu gia ca, bénh nhan tdm
than va bat ky ké nao khac ngoi nha vao dém Giao thtra. Nhung cang uong, toi cang nghi nhiéu
vé bo, vé Alice, va ca hai lam dau 6c toi roi tung 1én mot cach ky la dén noi vao lac Piép vién
007 chan dwng duoc am muu quy quyét thong tri thé gidi cla Scaramanga toi da hau nhu suy
sup ca vé thé chit lan tinh than, bang cach do toi tré thanh nguoi duy nhat trong lich str the
gioi khoc khi xem Sdt thu siing vang trir Britt Ekland [1] c6 thé xem la ngoai 1. T6i 14y lai binh
tinh, viét ra cach quyét tam.

[1] Britt Ekland Ia ni dién vién déng vai Bond-Girl trong Sdt thu siing vang.

Va gid, sau hai tuin, moi quyét tAm van giam chan tai chd. Sw that 13, téi chwa that sw vat
10n vo1i tho, nhung sé sdém thoi, khi co thoi gian. Va toi hau nhw khong con ro vao mdt nira. Toi
cling rat xa cach vai Alice, hau hét vi chua gdp nang hodc chua nghe vé nang va khong biét
nang & dau. Trén thyc té, vé mdt xa hdi ma ndi, moi chuyen co Ve hoi tinh ldng k€ tir khi hoc ky
bat dau. Trong tiéu thuyet Brideshead ReVISIted nguoi ho hang cua Charles da canh bao anh ta
rang hoc ky thir hai trong trwong dai hoc thuong dung dé tranh tat ca nhiing ke kho chiu ma ta
da gdp trong hoc ky dau, va toi bit dau nghi ngd minh chinh Ia trudng hop dién hinh, mot
trong s6 nhirng nguwoi do.

Nhung tr¢ lai véi nhitng giai phap nao. Can giai thich do6i chut cho giai phap cudi. To6i
quyet la sé chang hai gi néu co mot hodc hai mui co, a, khong, khong phai tin vao quan diém
gigi tinh ndng can ma truyen thong quang cao van dua vao dé dinh nghia cai goi 1a “nam tinh”
hay sttc hdp dan, va ciing khong phai vi cd ai ddy bat dau ném cat vao mat toi, du sao thi ciing



khong phai theo nghia den. Chi vi t6i nghi minh c6 b6 dang ho lao ding nghia. Ngoai ra, ngay
tlr thoi trung hoc, t6i da ap dung nguyen tac néu ban khong thong minh thi ban ‘phai c6 than
hinh dep, hai t1nh chat nay hoan toan loai trir nhau, nhung that ra ciing khong co ly do gi ban
khong thé c6 ca hai; Patrick Watts chang han, thong ‘minh va that 13, that 1a can dai, ngay ca khi
anh ta that sw cé van dé vé tinh cach. C6 18 Dustin Hoffman trong b6 phim Nguoi dan 6ng chay
marathon 1a mot vi du dién hinh hon; anh ta can déi va thong minh, lai con chinh truc nita,
kiéu dan 6ng co thé vic mot dong sach & thu vién chay hai cay ru@i. Hay, trong doi thue, 1a
Alice Harbinson. Alice Harblnson that rang ro, khoe manh va khon ngoan dén khong ngo. Hay
{t nhat d6 1a hinh 4nh Ian cudi tdi gdp nang. Hai tuan 18 ba ngay da troéi qua. Lau ldm roi.

Khéng viéc gi phai lo ling. T6i dw dinh don tat ca nang lwong doé vao chién dich strc khoe.
T6i tuan tha triét dé phuong phap tap luyen hang ngay cua Khong luc Hoang gia Canada moc
ban chan du61i tu ao, trudce tién phai chac 1a no sé khong dd 4o 1én ngudi minh, réi lam dong
tac ndm ‘ngura, bat co bung ngoi day lién t1ep tam lan va hit dat bén lan. Bai tap nay rat tét;
nhung cam tuong dday khong han la mét bai tap toan than day du, ding murc, va toi cho la minh
can thém mot cai gi dé. T6i nghi minh can tdng can. Toi quyét dlnh danh sé tién c6 tir Giang
sinh dé mua thiét bi tap ta.

T6i dung bira sang lanh manh, giau dinh dudng mua ¢ sap bao, mét thanh s6 c6 la phu ngi
coc, dau hat va mot lit nwéc ép dira Just Juice, roi chay bé kiéu du kich (chay ba muoi buorc, di
bd ba muoi buéc) veé phia Trung tam Thanh pho hanh trinh nay dot nhién cé vé dai dén khé
tin, ddc biét khi chay bo voi ao gié day huych va quan jean. Nhung t6i ctr vira chay vura di, doc
theo nhitng con duong trong khu dan cw c6 nhiing cdy thong Giang sinh con tro canh 13 b1 virt
ra bén duwong ma nhirng nguoi thu gom rac khong them 14y, thi thoang lai phat ra t1eng o nuoc
ép dira khe khé. Chang may chdc toi bi dau x6c hong, tinh hinh nay chac toi phal ren luyen strc
khoe tim mach, nhung chuyén do hing dé sau. Bay gio wu tién hang dau cda toi la  tdng can va
cai thién t1nh h1nh co bap. Toi khong muon c6 dang vé vai u thit bap kiéu mot vo si quyén anh,
van dong vién ctr ta hodc dai loai thé ma chi muon c6 voc dang cia mot van dong vién thé duc,
glong mot cau trai du trén thanh xa kép. Néu dén mot ltic ndo do trong tdi né nang qua mikc thi
toi sé kim haAm qua trinh phat trién do.

T6i dén ctra hang Thé thao réi! M6 hoi wot dam. Clra hang m&i mé dwoc mot lac. Day co 1€
la IAn thi hai trong doi toi budc vao mot ctra hang do thé thao, vi cho dén hom nay me van la
nguoi mua moi moén do6 thé thao cho toi. Toi kha cdng thang khi di vao, nhw thé sip budc vao
mot sap ban bao khiéu dam vady. Vao trong roi, toi kha chic noi nay co phong thay d6 nam, ro
rang la nhw vay khi thay nguoi quan ly ctra hang, trac tuoi toi, nguoi chac nich va to khoe, anh
nay dang budc dén véi bd dang nhw mudn danh nhe cai khin lau wét siing m6 hoi vao nguoi
toi.

“Can giup gi khéng, anh ban?”’

“Chi xem tho6i, cdm on!” Toi noi, _giong sau- lang-hon-binh- -thwong, roi di nhin xung quanh
ctra hang, danh gia nhitng cay vot cau 16ng bang con mat chuyén gia trudc khi vé tinh di vé
huwong may qua ta. Chung day roi, hai qua ta bang sat nang trich, trong lwong c6 thé diéu chinh,
cho phep t6i tang can tw tu dé co dang veé giong Adonis [2] nhuwng khéng hon. Moi diéu can
biét vé nhitng qua ta déu rat rd rang, nén mot khi toi da xac dinh duoc 13, ding vay, ching rat
nang va dwoc lam tu sat cht khong phai bang x6p polystyrene pht 16p son mau xam va, dung
vay, toi c6 du tién, gia chi khoang 12 bang 99 xu, toi lién xach chung dén chd nguoi ban hang.
Chi khi t6i da dua tién, va anh ta bo ching vao chiéc tui nhya chuyén dung do nang roi toi roi
ctra hang, t6i moi nhan ra 1a minh da pham mdt sai lam vé cing co ban vé cong tac hau ky, d6
1a: t6i khong thé xach ching vé nha.

[2] Ngwoi tinh ctia ni¥ thdan Venus.

Trong hai mwoi mét dau toi tw thuyet phuc minh la cé the lam duorc, néu di di nhanh, va
doi tay khi ti nhua siét vao thit dau qua. Nhwng ra bén ngoai siéu thi Woolworths thi diéu



khong thé tranh khéi da xay ra, day tui bi thung va qua ta roi xuong via heé kéu lén mot tiéng
kh6 khoc nang né khién cho nhitng ngwoi mua sam, chu yéu 1a nhitng ba me tré dang day con
trong chlec xe noi, nhin toi, roi nhin vao doi ta, va toi nhin dap lai nhw mudén néi “Dira ndo nhét
may qua ta vao gio toi thé nay ha!”. Miéng da lat via he c6 vé khong hw hai gi, nhung mot trong
hai qua ta dang tw tir lan vé hudng nha thuoc tay Boots the Chemist giong nhu mot chiéc xe
ting nhd, thé 13 toi phai nhao téi va 14y ban chan chan lai, diéu do lam cho may ba me tre xung
quanh thich thu, ho chi tro toi voi nhirng dira con - “Con xem cai chu thiéu ning kia budn cuwoi
khong kia!” T6i cam qua ta mot tay va rao budec di.

To6i da di dén duorc Dorothy Perkins, hon muoi tam met nita, trwdc khi budc phai ding lai
lay hoi thé tlep Nhitng c6 bé tudi teen nhin thay qua ta, nhe rang cwoi véi toi khi toéi dwa vao
ctra kinh ctra hang. Téi tin chac chuyen dong vé phia trwdc chinh la then chét; bi quyet 1a tiép
tuc di. Toi sé khong sao néu cit thé di tiép. Du sao thi chac ciing chi con hai ciy s6 ntra 1a tdi.

Khi ra khoi trung tdim mua sam, di qua dwong vanh dai thanh phé va ré vao khu dan cu, toi
c6 thé ng01 nghi thwong xuyén hon ma khong so bi dom ngo. Cho cho dén khi hoi thé 6n dlnh
to6i ben cam qua ta lén, canh tay théng xudng trong giong khi dau ché, roi cim dau chay doc
theo con pho nhw thé dang duéi muwa bom bao dan, chirmg nao ma tim con chiu noi. T6i cAm
thiy nhw vira méi dwoc lam tinh lai. Mo h6i nhé nhai va mit dé bung, vai bam tim, trat khép va
dau nhitrc, canh tay bi keo dai ra glong trong phim hoat hinh, va hoa vin hinh thoi bang kim
loai trén tay cam cua qua ta da han vao long ban tay khong tai ndo x6a dwoc khién ching trong
nhu bo sat, that kho chiu. Chleu nay co bu01 hoc phu dao riéng ma gio t6i van chua vé duoc
dén nha, thé nén toi lai cAm may qua ta 1én, cdi khom nguoi va chay.

Cudi cung, toi cling da dén dwoc mat phia Nam cua d6i Richmond, ngon déi trai dai dung
ding trudc mat, dinh doi bi nhung dam may tang thap che lap. To6i 1 ach hanh quan vac ta hai
muoi hai mét nita trwdc khi ngoi sup xudng, gap nguoi lai, dua vao tuong. Nhuw thé mot ai do6
da giam manh lén phoi toi, lam né phot ra nhu tui khoai tay gion bi danh bop v& tung toe. Toi
ho khéng kim néi, hoi thé nghen nghet & cai c6 khat kho khién toi bi nén khan. C6 vi nén ngon
ngot trong miéng khi t6i ho ra mot it nwoc ép dira Just Juice, mo héi thi nhé nhai khap mat va
dong ¢ mii roi nho giot Xuong 18 dwong, roi 4ot nhién c6 mot ban tay ddt 1én lwng toi va mot
giong néi vang 1én, “Bac c6é sao khong, bac 6n ddy chit’, t6i mé mait nhin 1én va d6 chinh la
Alice...

“Bac c6 mudn chau goi cho bac mot... Brian day a?”

“Alice!” thd, hon hén, “O... xin chao... Alice,” thang ngudi 1én, thd, hon hén. “Cau thé nao
roi?” toi tho hatra, vé xa cach.

“Té khde, cidu méi la nguwoi dang lo day. Té lai ik twdng cdu la mot 6ng gia bi 1én con dau
tim hay gi do...”

“Khong, khong phai, t& ddy ma. Té khoe, that diy...”

Nang thay may qua ta, chung bi chén dwéi chan toi dé khéi niy 1én lan xudng doi va lam
hai mot dita tré con nao do. “Cai gi ddy?”

“MAy qua ta 4y ma...”

“T& biét chung la cai gi, nhwng ma cdu dinh lam gi véi ching vay?”
“Pé la mdt cau chuyén dai.”

“Can giup mot tay khong?”

“Néu ciu co thé...”



Nang cam mot qua ta 1én, hét nhw bong mét con cting nho, réi sai budc leo 1én doi.
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CAU HOLI: Hegel quan niém khuynh hwong phat trlen cua mot khai niém 1a phu dinh ty
than, phu dinh nay la két qua clia sw d4u tranh gitta cAc mat déi 1ap noi tai, quan niém trén 1a
co sé& cho hoc thuyét khoa hoc nao?

TRA LOT: Phép bién chirng.

Toi de Alice ngoi trong phong ngu, nghe dia Ban giao hudng Brandenburg va chim diém
ké sach cua toi theo thang diém muoi trong khi minh thi di pha ca phé. That long ma néi
phong ngu dang trong tinh trang khong duoc ly twong cho 1Am. To6i chac chan Ia khong de cudn
sO tay sang tac tho va quan 16t nam vuong vai trén san, nhwng van khong thich dé nang & mot
minh trong phong. Am nuéc khong biét bao gio* m&i s6i, tdi lam minh phan tam bing viéc lao
vao nha tdm, v nwdc vao mat, va danh rang nhanh de loal b6 vi budn non. Khi toi quay lai bép,
Josh da & trong d6, tw nhién ldy nwéc tdi méi dun soi.

“Han ciu biét 1a c6 mot c6 gai dep dang cho trong phong ngu ciia ciu ch?”
“Alice ban t& day.”

“0 cha00000000, Alice. Phién khong néu té & day véi hai ban?”

“That ra, dai khai 1a ching té sé ban vé cong viéc...”

“Thoi duoc roi, Bri, to h1eu y cau roi. Chi can dwa c6 nang den gap t& khi ra vé, duoc chr?
Ma cdu c6 mudén lam gl vai cai day khong7 Va cau ta ra dau chi vao khoe mleng toi, ché day co
hai Vet nho kem danh rang hinh ludi liém. “Bonne chance, mon ami [1]...” noi r01 cau ta di ra
clra - “A ma, ¢ ai goi cdu ay - tén la Spencer thi phai? - nhan cau goi lai cho gd.” Toi di pha ca
phé, 14y cai c6c, chom hai cai banh quy ctia Marcus roi di vé phong ngu.

[1] Bonne chance, mon ami (tiéng Phdp): Chiic may mdn, ban cta toi.

Alice dang nam dai trén giwong, vu vo glcr nhitng trang cuon Tuyén ngén Cong sdn cua toi,
toi dua ca phé cho nang, don ly nwéc duc ngau cung may cai cdc cii c6 hinh trang tri bén ngoai
dat canh giwdng, va chup lai trong tri nhé hinh anh mai téc nang trén géi toi.

“Brian, sao khung giwdng ctia ciu lai ndm sau td 4o vay?”
“T¢é mudn thir nam giwong futon.”

“Phai roi. Giwong futon. Hay.” The roi nang nhin thiy nhitng tim bwu thiép va anh dwoc
dan bang bing dinh 1én diu giwong. “Bd cAu day ha?”

“0...rm.”
Nang g& tAm anh ra khoi twong, nhin vao birc anh. “Bac dep trai that.”
T6i cdi do gid ra, treo 1én cadnh ctra ta do. “Phai, 6ng dep trai.”

Nang xem xét k§ gwong mat 0i, c6 gang nghi ra nguyén nhan tai sao vé dep d6 lai nhay
cach quang mot thé hé nhw vay, roi cwdi nhin nhé. “Cau khong mudn thay do a?”

Toi nhin xuong cai ao len wot dam mo hoéi va c6 nhitng mang Lmt nhuw dau sAm mau bén
duwdi canh tay, va béc mui cho bi wét. Du vay téi van do dw, e dé noéi, “Khong, té on, that day.”



“Coi nao, thay do di. Té hira la sé khong lam gi khiéu khich khi ciu dang thay d6 dau.”

Va trong bau khong khi duoc nap day sw khéu goi, kich thich do ciu néi cudi do tao ra, toi
quay lung vé phia nang va céi ao.

“Viy may qua ta dé lam gi thé, anh ban?”
“A, t& chi mudn thir tp thé duc dé khée hon...”

“Co co bap khong dong nghia v&i khée manh - cau ban trai gan day nhit cta t& cé thin
hinh tuyét cii méo ma con gan nhw khong di bd dwoc hai trim mét...

“Co6 phai cai ga c6 dwong vat vi dai khong?”

“Brian!! Ai néi cho ciu biét thé ha?”

“Cau chtrai?”

“Té ha? A, ding roi, chinh cau ta. DU sao thi than hinh cau ta ciing khong dén ndi nao.”
“Cau nghi vay w?” t6i héi, cAm cai 4o len dai tay trwdc ngwec, nhw mot nang dau e 1é.
“Kiéu giy gay xwong xau - dang vé cia hoa si tai ba Egon-Schiele...”

T6i quay lung lai, trum cai 4o len méi qua diu, va quyét dinh da dén ldc doi chu dé.
“Phan con lai cta ky nghi Giang sinh ctia ciu thé nao?”

“A, cau biét d6. T6t. Nay, cam on vi da ghé choi nha té.”

“Cam on ciu vi da moi. Ciu da xt Iy phan thit ngudi 6n thoa cht?”

“Chac roi. Minglis va Coltrane giri loi cdm on ciu nhiéu.”

“Ma ba cdu khoe khong thé?”

“Ha? A, phai roi. Khée, ba khée.”

Nang an tdm anh cua bd t6i vao twong va, c6 khong nhin téi, néi, “Hoi... ky cuc, dung
khong?”

“Y cau la té ky cuc 4y ha? P4y 1a Ian dau té ding ma tdy, chic thé.”

_“Nhung chuyén dau chi c6 thé, ding khong? Cau that... la lung, ct nhw cdu muon chirng té
gl éy."

“Xin 16i. Té hoi cdng thang. Pic biét khi xung quanh 1a nhitng nguoi...”

“0, thoi di...” nang ngit 1oi.

“Sao?”

“Brian, thoi di, du’ng bat dau bang chuyén tao lao do. ‘Tang 16p trén’ - tir nay that ngo
ngan Ma ‘tang lép trén’ c6 nghia la gi chi? Cai d6 toan ¢ trong dau cau thoi, no chang c6 nghia
ly gi hét. Chuda oi, t& ghet may vu bi &m anh triét dé veé tlr tdng lop 13m 10i, dac biét 0 noi nay,
cau hau nhw khé ma néi ’Xin chao’ véi bat ky ai trwdc khi ho noi ho-vo-san- -hon-cau, ké cau
nghe rang bo ho la mot nguoi chot mat lam nghe cao 6ng kh01 rang lam sao ma ho van dung

nha vé sinh ngoai troi, rang ho chwa bao gi¢r di may bay hoic gi do tudt tudt nhiing chuyén tao
lao ddng ngd, phan 16m 14 noi d6i, ma té dang nghi tai sao cau lai di néi véi té tat ca nhirng diéu



nay nhi? Thé tirc 1a té phai cam thay t6i 16i a? Cau nghi do 1a 16i ctia t& hay sao, hay cau chi cam
thay hai 1ong véi ban than vi da thoat khéi vai tro xa hdi dwoc dinh sdn clia minh, hay do la
may cai chuyén nham nhi ty nggi ca ban than? Y t& 13, du sao thi ‘chuyén dé co thé 1a gl chu?
Néu cdu hoi to thi con nguoi la con nguoi, ho 1én voi hay Xuong cho la do tai nang va pham
chat ctia chinh ho, ca sttc lao dong nita, viéc do 16i cho viéc ho c6 mot cai truong ky thay vi ghé
sofa, hoac dung tra thay cho bira i chi 13 mot cai cd, chi 1 trd rén ri tw than than trach phan
va suy nghi gia tao..

Ban giao hudng cua Bach dang sau xwong lén dung chd cao trao khi nang noi téi do, thé 1a
tdi ndi, “Nghe nhw phéng vién twong thuat truc ti€p tir H6i nghi Pang Bao thi nam nay y nhi!”

“Thoi di, Brian! Khong cong bang, chang cong bang chat nao. To khong phan Xet nguoi
khac vi than thé ctia ho, va t& mong la nguoi ta cling. doi x& véi té khach quan nhuw vay.” Gio thi
nang bat ng01 day trén giwong futon, 1dy tay chém vao khong khi. “Véi lai du sao thi d6 c6 phai
tién ctia t¢ dau, cling cha phai do b0 me t& chom tur tién tro cap that nghiép clia ngoi khac hay
diéu hanh cac xi nghiép boc 1ot surc lao dong & ]ohannesburg hay gi, ho phai lam viéc cwc nhw
trau mé&i kiém dwoc day, cuc nhw trdu biét khong...

“Du sao thi ho cling khong tw ki€m ra toan bj, ding khong?”
“Cau noi thé 1a y gi?” nang ngat loi.

“Nghia la ho dworc thira hwdng rat nhiéu, tir bé me ctia ho...”
“Roi sao nira...”

“A,do1a... dac loi, ding khong?”

The thi da sao, cau nghi nguoi ta nén chon tlen theo khi ho chet di a, giong & Ai Cap co dai
ay? B&i vi té nghi viéc dang gia duy nhdt that sw cdu c6 thé 1am véi tién bac 1a dé né lai gidap gia
dinh ciu, mua cho ho swan toan va tw do...

“Di nhién 1a vay, t& chi néi d6 14 mot dic loi thdi ma.”

“Dtrt khoat d6 la mot ddc loi roi, vi ho ddi xtt véi né nhu mét ddc loi, ho da phal tra mot
dbéng thué roi co gang dé 14y lai gi d6. Nhung néu cau héi té thi khong c6 ké truong gia hoc lam
sang nao hon ke muén chitng minh minh khong phai 13 trudng gia hoc lam sang, va néu diéu
do khong phu hop voi hé tw tu'(rng chu nghia xa hoi thong thuwong ma sinh vién tan thanh thi
t& xin 161, d6 13 cAm nhan cia té. Vi té dung la chan dén phat ngay nhiing ke cd nguy trang cho
swghen tj cli rich ro ranh ranh thanh kiéu ditc hanh!” R6i nang bong im bat, mat do birng, cdm
coc ca phé Ién. “Di nhién khong ctt 1a t& dang néi vé cdu dau nhé.”

“Tat nhién l1a khong ro6i,” va toi cling nham nhap ca phé, co vi ding clia kem danh rang, r01
bau khéng khi im lang bao trum khi ching t6i ngoi nghe nhitng ban giao hwéng cua
Brandenburg.

“Pay c6 phai la nhac nén trong chwong trinh truyén hinh Antiques Roadshow khong nhi?”
“Chinh n6. Tuy la bia album thi khong ghi vay.”

Nang mim cuwdi va nga phich xuéng giwong. “Xin 16i nhé, chi 1a t& dang mudn trut biu tAm
sw thoi.”

“Khoéng sao. T¢ dai khai la cling dong ¥ v&i cau. O nhigu diém,” toi ndi, nhung tit ca nhirng
thir t6i c6 thé nghi dén 1a cdnh Mingus va Coltrance dang dn nhu’ng bat mi soi.

“Té muobn noi, ching ta la ban, ding kh6ng? Brian - nhin t& nay. Ching ta 1a ban, dong y



cha?”
“Phai, di nhién la ban.”
“Mac du ré rang t& 1a Nit Hoang Sheba con ciu la anh tho cao 6ng khéi tw cao tw dai?”
“Chac chan roi.”

“VAy chung ta hdy quén sach toan b6 chuyén nay di nhé? Chi viéc quén di ma tiép tuc tién
1én?”

“Quén cai gi?”

“Nhitng diéu ching ta vira m&i... a t& hiéu réi. Thé tic 1a quén réi chik gi?”
“Quén hét roi.”

“T6t.” Nang néi. “Tot roi.”

“Thé thi... chiéu nay ciu muon di xem phim hay lam gi d6 khong?”
“Té khong di dwoc - chit niva té c6 buoi thir vai...”

“Thé a. Cho cai gi thé?”

“V& Hedda Gabler ctia Henrik Ibsen.”

“Vai nao?”

“Vai chinh Hedda.”

“Ciu sé la mot Hedda dep tuyét voi day.”

“Cam on. Hy vong thé. Té van lo khéng b biét c6 dwoc nhan vai khong. Sinh vién ndam ba déu
lam le vai do. To may man 1dm chi c6 vai dién 13” - ddi sang giong Pong Luan Pon - “Berte, c6
hdu gdi quy qudi...

“Nhuwng cdu phai dén cudc hop nhém vao toi nay ch?”
“Téi nay &?”

“Cudc hop dau tién trong hoc ky méi day!”

“Oi Chua o1, phai lam sao day?”

“Patrick rat nghiém khac. Anh ta dic biét yéu ciu t& phai ddm bao ciu dén hop téi nay,
hodc cdu sé phai roi doi, anh ta bao thé.” DI nhién 1a anh ta chwa hé néi diéu gi nhw thé, nhung
chic chin sé néi vay.

“Dwoc roi, gap cdu & do nhé, roi ching minh sé€ di nhau sau cudc hop.” Nang di ngang qua
phong, choang tay quanh toi dé toi c6 thé ngiri thdy mui nwédc hoa trén cd nang, roi thi tham
vao tai toi. “Lai la ban be, nhé?”

“Chac roi. Lai 1a ban be.”

Nhung khi tdi con dang nghién ngdm vé cudc néi chuyén véi Alice thi Gido sw Morrison
hoi:

“N6i cho thay biét, Brian, chinh x4c thi tai sao em lai & day?”



Cau héi lam toi ngac nhién. Toi nglng nhin ra ngoai clra sO, va quay sang Gido su
Morrison, thiy dang nga ngwoi dai trén chiéc ghé, cac ngén tay dan chéo dat 1én cai bung phé.

“U'm, gio phu dao riéng? Lic hai gir ma thay?”

“Khong, y thay la & day, ngay ngoi trweong dai hoc nay, em hoc khoa Van hoc Anh ddng
khong? Vay tai sao em lai & day?”

“Da, dé...hoca?”

“Boi vi?”

“NO...c6 gid tria?”

“Vé tai chinh?”

“Khéng phai, thay biét d6...”
“Trau doi tri thic?”

“Da phai, em cho la vay. Trau déi tri thitrc. Va di nhién la em thich diéu d6. Em thich giao
duc, hoc tap, tri thirc...”

“Thich diéu d6?”

“Yéu thich. Em yéu sach.”

“Noi dung séch, hay chi thich s& hiru mot déng sach?”
“Ro rang la ndi dung roi...”

“Vay em nghiém tuc véi viéc hoc hanh ch&?”

“Em thich nghT nhu vay.’ Thay khong noi gi IlU’a lai ngd nguwoi xudng ghé, canh tay dwa 1én
dudi ra sau, cdc ngén tay dan vao nhau, va ngap. Thay khong cho la em nghiém tic u?”

Khong chac duor, Bria a. Thay hy vong em nghlem tic. Nhuwng thiy héi vay la vi bai ludn
mo1i day, ‘Quan dlem vé “kiéu hanh” va “dinh kién” trong Othello thi, xem nao, d& té. Moi thtt,
tir nhan dé tré xuéng déu té hai, kinh khing, khiing khiép...

“Da vang, that ra em viét bai day hoi voi...”

“A, thay cling biét thé, thiy co6 thé thay thé chtx. Nhung bai do6 that sw do ec, nhat toet, dan
don, lam thay cr ban khoin khOng biét c6 phai em viét that khéng?”

“Da, em viét thit diy, thé, thiy khéng thich diéu gi a?”

Thay thé dai, ngdi day va ludn ngdn tay qua téc, nhw kiéu sdp stra ké vi toi la thiy mudn li
di.

“Duwoc thoi, a, phdn mé dau, em noi vé Othello nhw thé em cé quen biét ngwdi nay va thay
ai ngai cho 6ng ta vay.”

“Da, diéu dé khong dung hay sao a? Pdi xtt véi ong ta nhuw mot con nguoi thuc sw. Do
khong pha1 13 mot bang chirng manh mé cho tri twdng twong sdng dong ctia Shakespeare sao?”

“Hay cho viéc em thiéu kha nang nhin ra ban chit? Othello 1a mét nhdn vdt hw cdu, Brian a,
6ng ta la mot y twong, mot sy sang tao. Ong ta dac biét la mot sy sang tao phong phu va phwc
tap trong mot tdc pham nghé thuat dic sic, nhwng tat ca nhitng gi em cé thé ndi vé ong ta la



that dang hé then khi 6 ong ta co mot thoi ky kho khan chi boi 6 ong ta 1a nguoi da den. Toan b
nhung gi toi rat ra tir dé [a em nghl cb chap 1a ‘moét diéu toi té’. Tai sao em lai noi voi toi diéu
do? Em co nghl toi c6 thé cho c6 chip 1a mot diéu tét hay khong'? Bai luan keé tiép ctia em 1a gl
day ha Brian? ‘Hamlet - Tai 520 lai phién mudn? hay cé khi nao 13, ‘Tai sao Montagues va
Capulets khong thé hoa hop’...

“A, khong dau thay, bdi vi sw thu dich gita cac chiing tdc 1a didu em cam thay cé himg
thu.”

Thay dong y, nhung thay phai lam gi dé xr Iy van dé day nhi? Goi dién cho b6 me cua lago,
bao ba ay néi dira con thoi di had? Mia mai thay, trén thwec t€, khi thuyet tr1nh Ve Van de chung
tdc, ban thin viéc em khic hoa chan dung Othello nhw mot ké vo toi dé bi &m thi gn nhw da co
thé danh dong véi viéc phan biét chiing toc..

“Thay nghi bai ludn d6 phdn biét chiing tic dy a?”

“Khéng, nhung thuc long thay nghi né hoi néng can, ma ca hai cai dé6 khong phai 1a khong
c6 lién hé vé&i nhau.”

T6i dinh noi gi d6, nhung khong the nghi ra, nén chi ng01 do. T6i cam thay nong do mat va
b6i réi, nhw thé t6i méi sau tudi dau va vira méi té dam. Toi mudén chuyén nay cham dut cang
som cang tot, the 1a téi ben nhom nguoi day, chom qua ban cim lay bai luan; “Da duorc, co 1é
em nén viét 1a1 ” nhung thay van chwa néi hét, va kéo nhitng trang gidy vé phla minh.

“Thay nght bai viét nay khong phai tr mot ngwoi ‘yéu tri thiec’, day la tac phidm cla mét
nguoi hoan toan thich cai y twong ra vé yéu tri thirc. Nhan thir, tw duy doc dao hay no luc tri
tug, khong c6 may may nao trong tac pham nay, n6 thit nong can, dao dirc gia, rong tuech tw
duy au tri, no nhoi nhét day nhitng 16i nghi dai tra, nhu'ng mau ng01 1é doi mach va sao rong.

Thay nga ngum vé trudc, nhon may dau ngén tay cam bai luan cta toi, nhw cam mét con
mong bién chét. “Té nhit la né hoan toan dang thit vong. Thay that vong vi chinh em 1a nguoi
da viét ra nd, va cang that vong hon khi em nghi né xirng dang véi thoi gian va cong strc toi bo
ra dé doc.”

Thay ngung noi, nhung toi khong thé nghi ra diéu can noéi, téi chi nhin ra ngoai ctta s6, cho
doi chuyén nay két thuc. Nhung sw im lang ky thuc rat kho chlu va cu6i cung khi t6i quay dau
lai, 5ng dang nhin t6i bang 4nh mit “nhan tir cda ngudi cha.”

“Brian, sang nay thay vira c6 mot buodi phu dao riéng vé nha tho, nha soan kich W. B. Yeats
vOoi mot sinh vién - mot ¢ gai xinh xan, chac chin sé tién by, duoc gido duc tai mot trwong nit
sinh dac biét - va trong lic phu dao co lic thay phal chay ra ngoai dé 14y Ban do Chi duwong RAC
de c6 thé giai thich cho tro do Bic Ai-Len & dau.” To6i dinh Ién tleng, nhung 6ng gio tay lén.

“Brian nay. Khi thay phong van em tai van phong nay cach day mot nam, em lam thay an tuwong
vé su nhiét tinh va say mé ddc biét ctia mot thanh nién tré tudi. C6 1& c6 mét chut khong tap
trung, mot chut vung ve - thay noéi 1a vung vé dwoc ch? Panh gia nhu vay la cong bang chw? -
nhung it ra em cting khong xem nhe viéc hoc tap. Nhiéu sinh vién, dac biét tai trwong hoc nay,
co xu hwdng xem viéc hoc dai loai nhlr mot bira tiéc dan dim trai gai rwou che kéo dai trong
ba niam dwoc chinh pht tro cap, dé cudi cung c6 mot can ho, mot chiéc xe hoi va mot cong viéc
tot, nhwng thay thuc sw da cho rang em khong nhur vay...

“Em khong...”
“Thé thi van dé la gi viay? C6 diéu gi lam em sao nhang chang? Em khong vui, chan nan...?”

Chua o1, toi khong blet nita. C6 dung nhu vay khoéng? Cam giac d6 nhw thé nay sao? Co Ié
vay. C6 lé minh nén ké véi thay vé Alice. Yéu ai d6 c6 don gian la mét cai cé da vitng chac cho
hanh vi thiéu ly tri khong? R6 rang la né diang véi Othello, nhung véi toi thi sao?



“Em c6 diéu gi mudn néi véi thiy khong?”

T6i phai long mot c6 gai xinh dep, yéu nang nhiéu hon toi tng nghi toi co thé, nhiéu dén
noi khong thé nght vé diéu gi khac, nhwng nang hoan toan khong t1ep nhan, ma tot 13dm thi chi
thdy t6i vui tinh, t& 1am thi thay t6i dang ghét, va do dé tbi nghi c6 khi minh sdp stra hoa dién
dén noi..

“Da khong, em khong nghi vay.”

“Vay thi thay ciling khong biét van dé la gi, boi vi hdy nhin vao diém s6 ctia em tir dau nam
dén gio - 74%, 64%, 58% va cho bai nay, 53% - co 1& em tré nén kém théng minh di that roi. La
that, ddy khong phai la nhitrng gi ma gido duc dem dén...
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CAU HOL: Ban co thé tim thay hoc cau, chum than kinh loan khic, viing Wernicke [1] va
ranh Rolando [2] & dau?

TRA LOT: Nio.

[1] Viing Wernicke: ndm & thuy thdi dwong, ddm nhiém chitc ndng ngén ngir va tw duy.
[2] Rdnh Rolando: rdnh bé mdt phdn chia cdc thuy ndo.

bung vy, t6i dang ngay cang ngu ngdc. Hay nén ndéi la “ngu ngoéc hon” nhi?

biéu nay khong phai chi do tham gia vao doi tuyen thi Thach thirc, ma con do nhing bai
glang T6i bwéc vao roi ngoi xuong, mat sang ngoi, tinh tao, va ngay ca khi c6 didu gl do khién
toi thue sy quan tam, nhw la tho siéu hinh, hodc sy phat trién thé tho x6né, hodc suw noi day
cla tang l(rp trung lwu trong tiéu thuyet Anh téi van nhan ra rang, sau khoang muoi phut minh
dd hoan toan mat phwong huwong va b6i roi dén do nghl c6 khi minh dang nghe mot tran bong
da trén dai phat thanh cting nén. T6i di vao thw vién truong, no gan nhu dang rén ri thanh
t1eng vé sirc nang va sy ménh mong cua tri thirc nhan loai, va lan nao ciing xay ra hai viéc: a)
toi bat dau nghi ve tlnh duc b) t6i can di nha vé sinh. T6i 1én giang duong va ngu gat, hoic
chang doc néi mot quyen sach nao vi thuong ngu gat gitra chirng, hoac ngay ¢ trang ¢ dau da cha
hi€u quyén sach nobi cai gi, hodc khong hiéu phan dan chiéu, hodc chi mai nhin cac c6 gai &
quanh phong, va ngay ca khi that su hiéu bai giang, toi ciing khong biét phai néi gi vé no, tham
chi con khong biét minh déng tinh hay phan dé6i nira. Toi da dwoc ban cho co hoi, hoan toan tu
kinh phi cua chinh pht, d€ hoc nhitng tac pham kiét xuat, bat hu, tuyet voi, va phan hoi cua toi
danh cho nhlrng tac pham dé khong co gl sdu sac, qua I&m chi 13 “ ngon cai chi lén” hodc “ngén
cai chi xudng’. ROi trong khi mot ai d6 toc bong muot, sang choi ¢ hang ghé dau gio tay phat
biéu nhing cau nhu “Noi nghiém tic nhé, cac ban co nghi la ngén twr cua nha tho Ezra Pound
thi c6 thé doc dwoc ‘tuy hoi kho hiéu vi né gan chat mot cach qua go b6 vao ciu tric ciu
khong?” Va mac du t6i hiéu tat ca cac tir riéng lé trong dé, “doc duoc”, “nghiém tac”, “thi” va
tham chi “gd bé”, tdi van khong biét khi sip xép ching trong cau theo thir tw do thi cau cé
nghia 1a gi.

Va twong ty nhu vay khi t6i cb gang doc nhitng thtr do, n6 tré nén dac sét trong dau toi,
dén ndi mot bai tho sau sic, nodi tiéng nhw Nii trang cua Shelley da thanh ra thé hay “Vi tru
Vinh hang/ Chay tran trong tdm kham, va cudn cudn thanh gi-gi-ay-nhanh/ Bay gi¢ thi toi den
- bay gio gi-gi-ay-do - bay gio gi-gi- dy-d6-d6” cho dén khi tir ngit nat vun ra roi tan bién thanh
may khoi. DI nhién néu ba Shelly phat hanh Nui trang dwdi dang mot dia don duong kinh
khoang muoi tam xdng ti mét thi toi co the hoc thugc long tung chit mot va noi cho ban biét vi
tri xép hang cao nhat ctia no, nhung boi vi day 1a vdn chuong, ma van chuong thi thu@ng doi
hdi tri tué, nén tdi cha biét ti gi sat. biéu dang buodn 1a t6i yéu Dickens va Donne va Keats va
Eliot va Forster va Conrad va Fitzgerald va Kafka va Wilde va Orwell va Waugh va Marvel va
Greene va Sterne va Shakespeare va Webster va Swift va Yeats va Joyce va Hardy, that sy, that
sw yéu ho. Moi toi ho khong yéu lai toi.

Chuyén nay bat dau xay ra tir khi nao? Tai sao khong tim ra cach giai quyet co chit? Rot
cudc thi bo nao ciing la mét loai co, nén toi nghl néu minh tip luyén day dua, dé n6 phat huy tai
nang, no sé tre thanh mot nam dam mau trang chia protein, chac nich, hoat dong manh, phat
ra dién tich. Thay vao d6 tdi cAm gidc nhuw thé dau toi dic nhiing chat am am, nhop nhap, xam
xit bung beo va vo dung, thir ma ta thay duoc goi trong tai nhya bén trong con ga ¢ siéu thi.
Thuc té, hién gior tdi dang nghi vé nio ma tham chi con khong biét chic rang vé mit chuyén



mon no6 c6 phai la mot loai co hay khong nita. N6 1a mot co quan? Hay m6? Hay mot tuyén?
N3o tbi chac chdn la mot tuyén.

Va t6i nay ndo thé hién tinh nang tuyen toi da, tai buoi luyén thi Thach thirc ¢ can ho cua
Patrick. bdy la budi hop dau tién ca nim ‘moi, ma chi con mét thang nita la dén lan xudt hién
dau tién cda _ching t6i trén truyen hinh, nén Patrick diic biét dé c4u, nhat 1a khi anh ta s3p stra
gioi thiéu yé&u t& hoan toan méi va thi vi trong qua trinh luyén tap. Patrick da danh ca ky nghi
Giang sinh taora nhing cdi chudng - nhu'ng dung cu dung tam chay bang bon cuc pin dwogc lam
tw den cay Giang sinh va chudng ctra bit vit vao mot tdm gb dan vudng virc c6 kich tero'c cua
mot cai dia than ma anh ta da phu cho mot lop son bong do - va anh ta tha thlet tw hao ve phat
minh méi ndy, vi toi hiu nhw khong hé c6 thoi gian ndi cau chao va chic mirng nam moi voi
Lucy Chang, hay hoi tham Alice vé buoi thit vai thi ca doi da ng01 1én ghé sofa, chu6ng dat trén
dau goi. Patrick 0 on dinh cho ng01 trén chiéc ghe van phong co chan xoay voi mot tap gidy day
cOp c6 nhitng thé muc luc kich c& 4x6, chinh cai dén ban chiéu sang qua vai, va bat dau...

“Nao, cadu hoi khéi dong, mwdi diém - vi thd twéng Anh thé ky mudi tim nao dwoc dat biét
danh la Ngwoi Binh Dan Cao Quy?”

T6i bAm chudng. “Gladstone?” toi tra loi.

“Khong dang,” Patrick noi. “Ai c¢6 cau tra loi khac khong?”

“Pitt cha?” Alice dap.

“Pung. Brian, trir nam diém. Chang phai toi da noi 1a thé ky mwdi tdm a?”
“Phai, anh c6 noi...”

“Con Gladstone la mwoi chin...”

“Pung, toi biét...”

“Thé thi duoc. Quoc gla nao dudi day khong co du'cmg bo bién. Niger, Mali, Chad, Sudan.”
T6i nghi minh biét cAu nay, nén bam chudng va néi..

“Sudan!”
“Khong dang,” Patrick noi.
Lucy Chang tra loi, “Tdt cd, trir Sudan?”

“bung. Vay la bi trr muoi dzem Brian. T1ep, day than kinh tlen dinh, co cang mang nhi,
béng, tdi bau duc cda tai trong va tii nhé déu la cac thanh phan ctia b6 phan nao?”

T6i khong biét, nhung chang ro vi sao lai bAm chudng.
“Brian?” Patrick [Am bam.

“Xin 16i, t6i bAm nham...”

“Vay thi triv mwoi I[dm diém...”

“...t0i biét, nhdm théi ma, ngdn tay toi bi trwot...”
“...Cautraloila gi, Lucy?”

MTai?"



“Chinh x4c, tai. Lucy, em hoc nganh gi?”
wy

“Con Brian, cau hoc nganh gi?”

“Van hoc Anh...”

“Chinh xac. Van hoc Anh. Thé nén, Brian, ciu khéng nghi Lucy dd ndng lwc hon dé tra loi
é..-?"

“Toi chic 1a cd Ay c6 thé, nhung toi da noi roi, ngdn tay toi bi trwot. Nhing cai chudng nay
kha nhay..."

“Thé& d6 1a16i cdi chudng cia t6i ha?”

“A.”

“Nhirng cai chuéng that s vao ngay thi, cau khong nghi ching cling nhay ha?”
“Toi chic 1a chdng nhay, Patrick...”

.. b&i vi cac cau a, toéi da tung bam cai chuéng do, Va toi c6 thé ndi cho cac ciu biét, cu
pha1 cwc ky, cuc ky chic chin cAu tra &1 trude khi bam...

“Coi nao, ching ta tiép tuc di ch&?” Alice noi, gat gong. “Chi 1a em phai c6 mat & noi khéc
vao khoang chin gio ruai...”

“O’ dau?” toi hoi, ddt nhién cing thang.
“Hen ho - ciu vira long chwa?” Nang bop chat. Lucy va Patrick dwa mat nhin nhau.
“Dwong nhién roéi, nhwng té twdng tat ca bon minh sé di uéng nwéc, chi cé vy thoi...”

“Bay gio thi khong duoc r01 Neu cau can biét thi t& c6 budi thi thir vai Hedda Gabler,” toi
tham nghi, hoi vénh mat 1én, va roi tinh c bAm chudng.

“Xin 16i!”

“That ra, em khong nght la cai chudéng cua em hoat dong,” Lucy Chang noi, Patrick lién giat
né khoi chan cO, nhu thé do 1a 16i cia Lucy toi nghlep, roi lay con dao x€p Swiss Army to tur
chum chia khoa choc manh vao né. Alice va to6i liéc nhin nhau mot cach dé phong va cé 1é con
1au chiing tdi mé&i thanh mot ddi chién thing.

Sau d6, t6i chang budn trad 1o cau hoi ndo nita, ngay ca nhitng cdu chac mam dap an. Toi dé
ching cho Lucy la chinh, va Alice, thinh thoang, va ngay khi Patrick dua ra nhitng phan tich sau
cudc thi - dirng hiéu thang vai nhu*ng cai chuong, lu6n nhuwong cho nguoi co6 kién thirc chuyén
nganh trong linh virc do, lang nghe cau hoi, than trong khi ngat 101 - thi Alice lay ao khoacva di
ra ctra. Mdc du vay, chi trwde khi bo di, dé xoa diu, nang noi, “A, nhan tién, may ngwoi ban t& to
chirc tiéc vao t6i mai, s6 mwoi hai pho Dorchester tam gio. Moi nguoi déu dwoc moi nhé,” roi
nang cudi cdo 10i vdi toi, tdi nghi vay, va di khai.

T6i di b6 vé nha véi Lucy Chang, c6 song trén doi va ding la mot nguoi tir té dén khong
ngo. Toi nhan ra Lucy 1a c6 gai Trung Qudc dau tién tdi néi chuyén han hoi bén ngoai mot nha
hang, nhu'ng toi quyét dinh khong noi ra diéu nay. Thay vao d6 chung t6i noi vé qua trinh dao
tao mot bac si, c6 ay rat quan tam dén chu dé nay, nhung néi rat nhd, va tdi phai nghiéng
ngwoi dé nghe, chuyen nay lam t6i cdm gidc minh nhw Ong hoang Philip [3]



[3] Phu qudn cua nir hoang Anh Elizabeth II.
“Biéu gi khi€n cdu mudn tré thanh mot bac si?”

“That ra 13 do b6 me té. Ho thuong néi rang tré thanh mot bac si 1a tham vong 16m nhat
ma ta c6 thé c6. Cau biét ddy, cai do that su tao ra chat lwong cudc sdng khac biét.”

“Ma cau thich nganh dé ch&?”
“Chac roi. T¢ yéu nd. Thé con ciu, thich vo-van-cho-chwong ch?”

“0, t& thich. M6i tdi té khong biét 1a nd c6 cai thién dwoc chit lwong cudc sdng cda ai
khong, chi vay thoi.”

“Cau co sang tac khong?”

“Khong han. Dai khai té& chi mudn tap tanh lam tho.” T6i vAn con dang tip noi 16n diéu nay
1én, nhwng Lucy khong cham choc, du sao thi cling khong thanh loi. “Nghe hoi khoe khoang
nhi?”

“0, khong hé. Tai sao?”

“Té khong biét, glong nhu Orwell di néi diy; dirng trudc van tho, phan Gng tw nhién cta
nguwdi Anh la cwe Ky boi roi.”

“Thé 3, t& khong biét tai sao lai thé. Mot vai ngu'0'1 tranh luin rang tho ca thuc chit 1a su
thé hién thuin tiy nhat biéu hién cia mot nguoi.

“A, phai roi, d6 1 vi cau chwra doc may bai tho ctia t6.”
CO cwoi nhe nhang va néi, “Té khong ngai doc dau. T¢ chac la chdng rat hay.”

“Con t¢ ciing khong ngai cdu mo xé t¢!” ti nodi, va roi ca hai yén lang c6 nghi ra nguyén
nhan tai sao chuyén nay nghe c6 vé tho bi thé.

“A, , hy vong la khong bao glcy c6 chuyén do!” va chung t6i di thém mot doan kha xa nita, cb
gang rii bd loi néi “mo-xé-t¢” van con dang treo lo ltitng trong bau khong khi giita hai dua
giong nhu mot tiéng danh ram trong phong trién lam nghé thuét.

“Thé - c6 dang mo xé cai gi hay ho vao lic nay khong?” cudi cung tdi bén 1én tiéng.
“Hé tim mach.”

“Phai roi. Cau thich ch®?” Ong hoang Philip néi.

“Co, td thich.”

“Ma dé c6 phai nganh cdu muon lam khi hoc xong khong?”

“Té nghi 1a phau thuat, du chwa biét 1a trong linh vuc nao. Té bi gidng co gitra tim mach va
bd ndo.”

Chang phai tit ca chung ta déu nhw vay sao!” theo cai ki€u to6i cho la di dém. Thuc ra t6i
noi trwde khi that sw hiéu né cé nghia la gi, thé nén loi noéi d6 ciing chi treo lo Iirg trong khong
khi. Va roi, Lucy chuyén chii dé hoan toan bat ngo.

“Alice hay nhi?”
“Phai. Phai. Chic thé.” Chuyén nay chang an nhap gi hay sao 4y nhi?



Sau mo6t hoi. “Rat xinh dep.”
“Hirm.”
Sau mot hoi. “Cac ciu trong c6 vé gan giii.”

“A, phai, té twéng bon minh ciing gan giii day cht. Thinh thoang.” Ngac nhién va nhu dwoc
khich 1é truwérec sy than mat ma to6i mm phat hién ra gitta Luy va minbh, toi chia sé, “Patrick that
ky la nhi? Té nghl c6 khi ndo anh ta...” nhung Lucy thinh linh cit ngang, va dit ban tay 1én canh
tay t6i khé siét chat...

“Brian - t& c6 thé ndéi mot chuyén véi ciu khong? Chuyén riéng tuw..”
“Tat nhién,” toi dap, roi chot nhan ra diéu ma c6 sap ndi...
“Chuyén nay lam t& hoi xau ho...” ¢6 néi, cau may.
Cé6 4y dang dinh ri minh di choi! “Tiép tuc di, néi ra di...”
“Puoc... roi...” cd noi, hit mot hoi that siu...
T6i nén néi gi day? A - khong. RS rang toi phai tir chdi roi...
“Chuyén la thé nay...”
. nhu’ng lam sao minh tir ch8i nhe nhang ma khéng lam tén thwong c6 y...?

.. chi 1a khi c4u néi chuyén véi t&, cau c6 théi quen la phat Am qué to, nhu kiéu té bi
dlec nang hay sao ay?”

“0.Té 1am vay ha?”

“U'm, cau hau nhu toan nghiéng nguoi qua, gat gu va dung nhiing tuw qua sirc don gian,
glong nhu t& c6 vén tir cwc ky han ché vay? Ma t& khong biét cé phai vi to ‘g6c Hoa’ hay la
nguoi My hay sao do, nhung t& chuwa bao gior & Trung Quoc, to khong noi tleng Trung, t& tham
chi con dac biét khong thich moén an Trung Qudc, the nén t& sé hiéu néu cu chi, cau biét diy,
néi tiéng Anh thong thuong, phé thong, binh dan...

“Xin 16i. Té khong nhin ra la da lam thé...”

“Khong sao, ma khong chi cé cau, té bi nhiéu roi. Y té& 13, lic ndo ciing vay...”
“Té that xau ho...”

“Dlrng xau ho, khdng cé gi diu, chi la nghe hoi chich thuwong thoi.”

“That ra t& nghi cau phai phat am la trich thwong!”
“Khong gion dau, Brian.”

“Khong, phai roi, di nhién khong roi.” Bay gio chiing to6i da & bén ngoai Richmond House.
“Thé, gap nhau & bira tiéc ngay mai chr?”

“Chwa biét. Té khong gioi chuyén tiéc tung.”
“Nhung c6 thé.”
“C6 thé,” cod 4y bat dau di 1én doi.



“Nhan tién - t& c6 thé hdi cdu mot chuyén khéng?”
Co dirng lai, hoi cang thang “Néi di.”
“Nao - néi vé maty hoc, d6 1a co hay tuyén vay?”

“A, d6 1a su tap hop ctia nhiéu loai mé than kinh khac nhau, tat ca déu véi muc dich két
ndi, giong nhau, nén vé mit k thuat ndo bo ciing 1a mot co quan. Sao vay?”

“Chi muén biét thoi. Gap cau ngay mai nhé.”
“Tam biét,” téi nhin con giu tric ctia c6 bién mit dan 1én doi.

T6i dang quay nguoi va chuin bi nhay céc 1én bic thang dan Ién ctra trude thi chot dé y
thay mot bong nguoi lom khom trong bong toi, dwa vao canh ctra trwdc, dau cui xuong, chin
ngay 16i ra vao. To6i dirng lai gitra cac bac thang, nguoi cieng lai vi so, nhin sdm soi vao nguoi
dan 6ng do, han dua hai tay vuodt 1én cai dau duoc cao gan nhu troc l16c trudc khi nguoc lén
nhin toi. T6i s3p stta dwong dau truc dién véi cam giac hiéu thé nao la bi tran 16t thi cai bong
t6i den d6 1o ddo trén doi chan va cit tiéng néi: “Nay - c6 em chau A 13 ai vay, Bri?”

Va roi, dang bwéc ra khoi bong t6i, tdi nhin ra déi mit sac, tinh anh ctia Spencer Lewis.
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CAU HOI: Thuong duwoc st dung trong diéu khac, d6i khi dwgc biét dén véi tén goi da cam
thach Florentine, loai thach cao nao ‘trong mo, hat min, ngam han ti nwérc duoc hinh thanh
tir 1ép tram tich x&p tang do nwérc bién bdc hoi lang dong tao két tua?

TRA LOT: Thach cao tuyét hoa.

“Spencer? Cau lam cai quai gi & day thé?”

“Tw nhién muén ghé tham ciu thoi,” toi chay lén bac thang nhao t&i 6m cau ta, va cau ta
dam vao ba vai toi, hai dira lam dong tac ky quic ma may thing con trai dung khi chao nhau.
“Ma chinh cau da moi té con gi...

“Phai, t& biét, nhwng... nay, chuyén gi xay ra véi mai toc ciu vay?”

Cau ta dua tay so dau, cai dau bi cao den tan da dau ‘Nhin glong tu vurot nguc - cau khon
thich ha?” ciu ta néi, toi dé y thay giong cau ta l& nhé va liu nhiu, chdc hdn cau ta di xin tir lic &
trén tau.

“Phai! Phai roi, nd rat... tdo bao. Ai cat vay?”

“Té day.”

“Vi ca cuoc, hay...?”

“Nin di, Brideshead. Sao, t& c6 thé vao trong khong ha?”

“Di nhién duoc,” toi m¢ clra va bat dén & 16i di, hai dira chen qua nhirng cai xe dap ¢ hanh
lang. Cau ta trong la ¢ nhiing diém khac nita, déi mat trong co ve dir ton va mét moi, co vét
mau tim dwéi mat, gibng nhw vét bam. Du troi lanh gia nhung cau ta chi mic doc chiéc 4o gio
Harrington cq, nhau nhi ma ti nhé la dong phuc clia truwong, hanh ly thi chi c6 mot cai tui
nhwa méng ma t6i c thé nhin ra ngay, chi dung hai lon bia.

“Toi da goi dién hoi sang, ndi chuyén véi mot ga giong ké ca nao do,” ciu ta néi khi hai
dira leo 1én cau thang.

“Pé l1a Josh, ban & chung nha véi té. Co Josh va Marcus.”

“Ho thi thé nao?”

“A, ho ciing dwoc. That ra khong hop véi cau 1dm.”

“Thé ho hgp véi cdu a?”

“T& nghi ho chang hop véi ai dau.” Ching toi da ding bén ngoai phong ngi. Toi md cira.
“Thé - moi hoat dong déu dién ra & diy dung khong? Tuyét...”

T6i cdi do khodac, va ra vé tw nhién ném né 1én may qua ta truwdc khi Spencer nhin thay
chung.

“Ct tw nhién nhw & nha nhé. Ciu mudn udng tra, ca phé hay th gi nao?”



“Co rwou khong?”

“Té nghi c6 thé c6 mot it bia i nha.”
“Bia 1 nha?”

“Thatra dé la do Marcus va Josh 0.”
“Mui vi thé nao?”

“Hoi giong nudc tiéu?”

“Nhwng c6 chit con chi?”

V..o

“Vay thi duoc.”

Va, luong ly, toi dé ciuta & mot minh trong phong, voi va di xuong nha bep dé lay bia. T6i
cling can udng. Chuyen dén tham ctia Spencer hoan toan lam t6i réi loan, mot phan vicautaro
rang ky qudc va tiéu tuy, va mot phan toi ty nhu, vi trong doi chua bao gi¢r toi ‘trong mong
dwoc cam thay khong vui khi gap cau ta. Ngoal ra, toi c6 chut lo 1dng, vi c6 1é da dé cudn s6 tay
viét tho trén ban, m& ngay trang c6 bai tho x6 né trit tinh ma t6i dang sang tac. Dong diu tién
c6 tir “b nguc thach cao tuyét hoa”, va néu Spencer doc thiy thi toi sé chang bao gio viét duoc
doan cuoi.

Ro6i dot nhién nghe thdy khiic dao dau Ban giao hu’ong Brendenburg dwgc mé 16n vong ra
ttr phong minh, tdi bén chup ldy coc bia va voi va quay vé phong thi nhin thay cau ta dang ng01
trén ban miéng ngdm mot diéu thudc 14, mot tay cam bao dwng album cta Bach, tay kia cam
cubn Tuyén ngon Cong sdn.

“Sao, dao nay cau la gi, ngwoi cong san hay xa hoi cha nghia?”
“Té cho 1a mot ngwoi xa hoi chi nghia,” toi dap, van Am lwong nhé xudng.

“Phai roi. Thé c6 gi khac chit?” toi biét ciu ta thira biét sw khac nhau, va minh dang bi choc
gheo, nhung du sao thi toi cling dap loi.

“Nguoi cong san phan déi quan dlem vé tw hitu tw nhan tw liéu san xuit, trong khi xa hoi
chi nghia thi vé lao dong hwéng téi..

“Tai sao cai ném lai nam trén san nha?”
“Dé la giwong futon.”
“Phai roi. Mot cai giwong futon. C6 em chiu A da day cau a?”

'"

“’C6 em chau A’ - phan biét ching tdc va thanh kién gioi tinh trong cung mot cum tw!” toi
noi, dat nhanh bai tho bé nguc thach cao tuyét hoa vao ngan keo. Th,at ra Lucy dén ti
Mlnnneapohs Chi vi c6 4y géc Hoa, khong c6 nghia c6 ay 1a ngwoi Trung Quéc.”

“Chua o1, cdu no6i dung, bia nay that swla nwéce tiéu. Ching minh di ki€ém quan reogu di?”
“C6 phai 1a hoi tré roi khong?”
“Van con nira tiéng.”

“Té phai doc mot sO thir truedrc sing mai.”



“Cau phai doc cai gi?”

“Ddnh cdp mén téc [1] ctia Pope.”

[1] The Rape of the Lock.

“Nghe hip dan nhi. Nhung d€ sang doc, duwoc ch?”
“Coi nao, chi di nhanh roi vé?”

DT nhién, t6i biét minh khéng nén di. Nhung can phong nay dot nhién tré nén qua nho va
sang, va say xin lic nay dwong nhw 1a can thiét, nén téi néi dong y, va hai dira bon toi di t&i
quan ruou.

Quan Flying Dutchman van dong nguoi khi chung toi to1i, va khi ngoi doi & quay bar, toi
nhin sang cho Spencer dirng, cau ta dang li€c nhin khap phong bang doi mat dé nheo nheo lai,
hut tung hoi ngan diéu thudc 14 hoi khac véi vé cau kinh. T6i 1dy mot vai bia cho minh, mot vai
bia va m6t vodka cho ciu ta.

“Pay la quan rwou sinh vién day a?” ciu ta hai.
“Chang biét. Chac vay. D€ coi minh c6 thé kiém dwoc ban khong?”

Chung toi chen qua dam dong di vé phia sau, cam vai bia gio qua ; dau, t1m mot ban tron
va ngoi xudng, va c6 mot khoang thoi gian im 1ang trudre khi toi cat tiéng h01 ‘Sao - & nha thé
nao ha?”

“A - tuyét voi. That sw A-1[2].

[2] Tuyét voi

“Thé ngon gi6 nay dwa ciu dén day?”

“Ciu da moi td; dén bat cir ldc nao, nhé chr?”
“Dinhién la nho.”

ROi ciu ta im lang mot chéc, duong nhu ha quyét tam, réi noéi, c6 vé tw nhién hoi cwong
diéu, “Ma nhu t& néi roi day - t& [a th vwot nguc, dung khong7"

“Y cau la gi?”

“A, c6 thé néi té dang gap chut ric rdi. Véi hé thong phap luat.”

T6i cwdi, roi ngieng cwoi. “Vi vu gi? Khong phai vi mét vu 4u da nira chir...”
“Khong, t& bi bat qua tang. Lira tién tro cAp thit nghiép.”

“Cauctrdua...”

“Khong, Bri, t& khong dua,” cau ta n6i mét cach chan nan.

“Chuyén xay ra thé nao?”

“Chang biét - t& doan ai d6 at han da chi diém. Nay, khong phai ciu cht?”

“Phai roi, Spencer, chinh t& dé. Vay sap tdi sé ra sao?”



“Chang biét? Chac tuy vao thAm phan.”
“Cau phai ra toa sao?”

“0, phai roi. R6 rang ho sé trirng tri thang tay, nén t& phai trinh dién truwdc toa vao thang
téi. Tin tot nhi?”

“Thé cdu dinh néi gi?”

“Trwdée toa ha? Chwa biét niva. Té nghi minh cé thé néi la Chua bao t6éi lam nhw vay.”
“Ma cAu van con lam viéc & tram xang chit?”

“A, khong hin, néi chinh xac 1a khong.”

“Tai sao khong?”

“B&i vi t& bi bat qua tang.”

“Bat qua tang lam gi?”

C4u ta udng trng wc modt ngum 1én vodka. “Bat qua tang tho tay ldy tién trong ngin kéo.”
“Cau lai dua!”

“Brian, sao ciu ctt bdo té dua thé? Cau nghi té thay chuyén nay dang dé€ dua lam ha?”
“Khong, y t& chila...”

“Ho c6 mdt may quay duoc gidu trén ngan kéo, thé 1a t& bi bat qua tang 14y tién ra khai
ngan kéo vao dém khuya.”

“Bao nhiéu?”

“Khong biét, lic nam bang, lic thi mwoi bang, diy dé mot it tir viéc khong rung chudng
don khach vao mua banh keo va khoai tay chién va thir linh tinh khac.”

“Thé ho cling dinh kién cdu a?”

“Khoéng, ho khong thé, vi t& chua ky hop dong Nhung co6 thé néi 6ng quan ly khong vui ti
nao. Ong ta gitr lai mot dong tién cOng cla té va bao néu con gap sé dap que gio to..

“Thé 6ng ta nghi ciu liy bao nhiéu?”

“Chac hai tram?”

“Thé ciu da 1ay bao nhiéu?”

Spencer nha khdi ra. “Hai tram nghe c6 vé dung.”
“Quy tha ma bat ciu di, Spencer...”

“Brian, ho chi tra t& c6 mot bang tdim muwoi xu mot gier, ho trong mong cai quai gi & t&
ch?”

“Té& biét, t& biét!”

“Du sao, cau la Ngwoi Cong sdn, t& nghi cdu khong dong tinh véi tw hiru.”



“T¢ da khong dong y y, nhung day la Marx noi ve tw liéu sdn xudt, khong phai so tién trong
ngdn kéo tai mot tram xdng. Vo1i lai t& dau c6 phan_ doi, du sao té& cling 1a ngwoi ung ho chu
nghia xd hoi. Té chi nghi 13, tt thi, that nhuc nh3, chi vay thoi. B6 me cau bao sao?”

“0, ho rat, rat tw hao vé té,” va cau ta tu mot mach nira vai bia. “Thé nio ciing dwoc. Van dé
laté da that sy tiéu tung”.

“Nhung du sao thi cau cling s€ tim mot cong viéc khac, dung khong?”

“A, chic roi - mot tén trom vat that nghiép, khong bang c“'p voi ly lich pham t6i. Néu noi
vé thi trwdng viéc lJam canh tranh ngay nay, té hoan toan 1a thit bé di. Mot cdc nita nhé?”

“Cé lé mot nira thoéi.”
“A, ciu phai di 14y roi, t& thiy hoi xdu ho, vé mat tai chinh.”

The la to6i lai di tdi quay bar lay thém mot vai nita, va chip nhin l1a cudi cung tdi sé chang
thé doc bai tho Pdnh cdp mén téc toi nay.

Khéng cin phai noi cling biét chung toi la nhitng nguoi cubi cung roi quan ruou. Sau khi
goi nhirng vai bia cuoi cung, Spencer dam nhan viéc do nhing thtx con thira tir do uong bo lai
cla nguoi khac vao coc cua hai dira, diéu ma toi chuwa tirng lam ké tir h6i mwoi sau tudi, the
nén luc quay vé Richmond House, ca hai déu kha say. Ve dén noi, bon toi udng not coc bia ty u
mau trang duc, va m¢ ludn hai lon Bia bac biét trong goéi hanh trang cua Spencer, de cung voi
to Daily Mirror va 6 banh kep da an mot nu'a Toi ké cau ta nghe vé dip nam moi, Alice, va thuat
lai 1an cham tran véi ba me khda than clia nang trong bép, va Spencer tha long mot chat, 1an
dau tién cau ta bat cudi, cwdi ding nghia va thoai mai, thay vi cwoi khinh bi va cuwdi khay.

ROi t6i dirng 1én thay dia nhac, bo vao dia The Kick inside (Thoi thic bén trong), album dau

tay day thr thach nhung ndi bat ctia Kate Bush, va cau ta tro lai binh thuong, cuoi sudt bai

“Nhitng nguoi dan ong voi hinh anh dtta bé trong doi mat”, roi 1dy bo suu tap dia nhac va

nhiing | tdm anh dan tren tuong toi ra lam tro cuoi. De lam cau ta phan tam to1 bo vao cuon

bang cau ta lam cho t6i, Tuyen tap bai hoc cua Bri”, va ca hai say xin nga nguoi 1én cai giwong

futon nhin tran nha dang oan xudng, méo mo, xoay Vong trén diu khi nghe Gil Scott-Heron hat
bai “The Bottle”.

“Cau c6 biét minh cé trong diy khong?”
“Trong cai gi?”

“Bai hat ay - nghe dl ’ ciu ta bo bang tay va ddu géi dén dan may, nhan nat dung va tua
lai bang. “Nghe k§ vao.. Va bai hat bit dau, ban thu 4m nhac séng, mwoi sau nhip dau chi cé
dan organ dién va b go roi déc tu sao theo diéu nhac jazz vang l1én, va Gil Scott-Heron noi gi
d6 toi nghe khong rd..

“Nghe chwa?” Spencer noi, giong hao hing,
“Chwa...”

“Nghe lai di, do6 diéc, nghe ky vao,” roi cau ta nhan nut tua la, ngu'ng, choi, van am lwong
hét c& va lan nay toi nghe Gil Scott-Heron noi, hoan toan rd rang, “Khuc sao thdi cho Brian
Jackson!” va ddm dong vo tay tan thudng.

“Nghe chuwa?”
“Roi!”

“Dd la cau.”



'"

“Khuic sdo thoi cho Brian Jackson!
“Lai ntta...”

Va mot lan niva - “... Khic sdo thoi cho Brian Jackson.”
“That ngac nhién, truedc gio té chwa bao gio nghe thiy.”

“Vi cau chua bao gio nghe cuén bang tuyen chon t& lam cho cau, do téi dot nat,” roi cau ta
bo lai cai giwong futon, nga lung roi phich xuéng ném, roi hai dira nghe bai hat thém mot vai
phut gl day, sau cung toi da chac rang minh hoan toan thich nhac jazz, hay soul hay funk hay
bat ké dong nhac nao, va quyét tam sau nay sé kham pha day du thé gi¢i am nhac ctia nguoi da
den.

“Vay Alice la ngwoi ma ciu ham thich nhit thoi ha?” cudi cing Spencer ciing 1én tiéng.

“Té khong ham thich nhdt thoi, Spencer a, t& yéu nang...”

1

“Hoan toan, chac chan, tuyét d6i yéu nang, bang ca trai tim...”
“Té twdng cau yéu Janet Parks chix, d6 sé khanh...”

“Janet Parks la mot con bo néu dem so voi Alice Harbinson. Alice nguoi yéu héi chir nao
phai Janet Parks / Ai doi lai so sanh qua v&i bo cau?”

“Lai gl ntra day?”

“Gidc méng dém he, hoi hai, canh ba.”

“Tackson, thang ddn nay. Vay t& sé dwoc gdp cd nang Alice d6 ch&?”

“C6 1. Mai c6 bira tiéc day, néu ciu con ¢ day thi dén.”

“B0 téo, ciAn minh néi vai loi tAng boc cadu khong?”

“Khong can dau b6 téo. Té néi roi, Alice 1a mét nir thin. Ma nay, thé con cau?”
“Théi chira té ra di b6. Cau biét t& roi con gi, téla ré bot.”

“Cau phai yéu ai d6 chit ...”

“Chi c6 ciu théi, b6 oi, chi minh ciu théi...”

“Phai roi, t& ciling yéu ciu, bo a, nhwng khong phai ki€u tinh ai ldng man, dinh ddng dén
tinh duc phai vay khong?”

“A, phai roi, chac chan la dinh dang dén tinh duc r01 Cau nghi to di chu'ng ay doan dwong
dén day dé lam gi ch? Chi vi t& mudn cau thoi. Hén cai ndo, cuc cung 0i,” va Spencer nhay lén
nguoi toi, ng01 Ién nguc t6i, tao ra nhitng 4m thanh am 1, wét at, con tdi cd gang day cau ta ra,
thé 1a né tré thanh mot cudc vat 16n...

“Coi nao, Bri, bd cudc di, ciu biét thtra 1a cdu muodn...”
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“Ra khoi nguoi té ngay!

1

“HOn té di, tinh yéu cta té!l...
“Spencer! Paul...”

“Dlrng ch6ng cw, ngwdi yéu dau hai...”

“Ra khoi ngudi té ngay! Cau ngdi 1én chum chia khéa roi, cai thang sdu ruou...”

Chot co tleng go cwra, va Marcus dang ding 0 ngwdng ctra, cau ta hap hay mat, do6i mat
chudt ding sau cap kinh ph1 cong bi léch, mac 4o choang ngu vai bong mau héng ngoc.

“Brian, hai gio* mwdi lam roi, 1am on tdt nhac giom cai dwoc khong vay?”
“Xin 161, Marcus !” toi néi, bo trén san téi dan Am thanh.

“Xin chaaao, Marcus,” Spencer néi.

“Chao,” Marcus lam bam, diy kinh 1én trén miii.

“Marcus la mot cai tén dé thuong diy, Marcus a...”

“Marcus, diy la Spencer, ban than nhit ctia té!”, t6i ndi, bd qua hét m S.
“N6i nho thoi, dwoc cht?”

“Puwoc roi, Marcus, rat vui dwoc gap cau, Marcus...” va, khi cau ta da dong ctra, “... tam biét,
Marcus, thang dagaaan...

“Suyt! Spencer!”

Nhung khi nhac tat di thi chang con gi vui nita, nén tuy c6 chit kho khan, va mot mé t1eng
on, hai dira 1y cai khung givong bang sat nang trinh trich ra tir phia sau tu ao, dat no ké cai
givong futon. Hai dira tranh cdi vai cau vé viéc ai sé ngu trén do, nhung Spencer Van duoc ngu
trén tam futon, vi xét cho cung thi cdu ta ciling la khach, con t6i nam cai giwong co khung sat
bén trén, mdc nguyén quan ao, dwoi mot chong ao khoac va khan tdm, diu dat 1én mot cai g01
vai polyester cao hai tic rudi, cdm thdy san nha odn xudéng va quay tron bén dwéi ngudi, va lai
them muon dwoc tinh rwou tro lai.

“Vay cau dinh & day bao lau, Spency?”

“Khéng biét. Hai ngay dwgc khong? Chi dén khi té 6n dinh lai tinh than? Pwoc chi, bo
teo?”

“Di nhién dwoc. Ct & ddy chirng nao cdu muon. Ban beé dé lam gi co ch?”
“Hoan ho, b6 teo.”

“Hoan hd.”

Ludc sau, t6i héi, “Nhung bo nay, ciu khong sao chiv?”

“Khong biét. Cha biét. Khong chic. Con cau?”

“Té khong sao.”

R6i sau mot hoi, ciu ta néi, “Khic sdo thoi cho Brian Jackson!”



Va t6i néi, “Khic sdo théi cho Brian Jackson...”
Va cau ta néi, “Ca dam dong dién loan...”

ROi hai dira ngt thiép di.
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CAU HOI: “Calumet”, mot vat the mang tinh nghi thirc dong vai tro trung tam trong vdn
héa thé dan chau My du'(rc biét t&i rong rai hon véi cdi tén nao?

TRA LO'L: Chiéc t4u hoa binh.
Khodng b6n gi¢ redi sang toi bi non mira.

On troi toi Vap chan ¢ hanh lang té vao phong tdm vira kip lic, nhung khi toi ngang mat
nhin lén chdu rira, m6i wot nhep, tai nhot va run ray, thay hinh anh phan chiéu ciia minh trong
guong, toi gan nhlr nén mira mot 1an nira vi ré rang la chi trong mot dém toi da bién d01 thanh
nguwol than lan gom ghlec mot cach ky qudc, voi nhirng cai vay hinh thoi trai dai xuong mot
bén mat. T6i che miéng dé ngian minh thét 1én, r01 nhan ra dé chi 1a ddu han cda day mat luédi
khung giwvdng trén mat, toi ben quay lai giwdng ngu.

Pong ho reo luc 8 gio 15, hét nhu tleng riu pha bang trong tai, con toi nam trén givong
ldng nghe t1eng mua quat manh vao ctra s0. Chua biét la trudc day toi ludn cam thay kho o
trong nguoi sau m01 con say, that ra hau nhw ngay nao cling vdy, nhwng cam giac nay that mai
la; gan nhw 1a ao giac. Nhw thé hé than kinh trung wong cua toi da duwoc tai thiét lai, nén moi
nhung cam giac hoi hot nhit - mwa bén ngoai, anh sang tir cay den ban, mui tir lon Bia bacbiét
dang lin dwdi khung giwong - déu c6 hiéu tng phong dai ky cuc. T4t ca dau mut than kinh
dwong nhu déu hoat dong khong thoai mai va co giat, tham chi ca nhitng cai bén trong co thé,
den noi neu ndm im va tap trung, tbi thuc sw c6 thé cdm nhan hinh | dang va vi tri cac co quan
noi tang ciia minh; phoi dang phi pho day aAm wdt, khoi gan mau xam vang dang toat mo hoéi,
kiét strc dua vao xwong song, than tim tai nhu bi bam dau dén, & mau, rudt dwdi co thit, ndng
ran. Toi c6 gang ctr dong dé rii hinh anh cubi cung nay ra khoi dau, nhwng tiéng toc sot soat
trén goi cling bi khuéch dai to Ién, thé nén t6i danh nam bat dong mot bén va nhin Spencer, cau
ta dang ndm cach do vai buéc chan cai miéng hoi ha ra, mot vét nudc mleng mau duc lam wét
gbi. T6i nam du gin dé co thé ngu'l dwoc hoi thé cta cau ta, 6i thiu, nong ndc va nong nong.
Chua o1, toi quén bang vu cat cai dau troc 16c. Cau ta trong giong hét phat xit; mot ga phat xit
banh bao 16i cuon, nhu'ng 1a loai nguoi x4u xa nhét, lich s da ké nhu vay. Chuyen gixayra néu
moi nguoi thay toi di véi ciu ta tai biva tiéc toi ‘nay, va nghi rang t6i danh ban véi mot ga phat
x{t? C6 1& ciu ta s& khong dén d6 tdi nay. C6 18 cau ta sé vé nha. C6 1& diéu do 1a tot nhat.

Khi thirc diy va ngoi & canh giwong, toi cam thdy minh glong nhw Héc-quin, c6 thé thue su
nghe nhiing thtr trong bao ti dich chuyen va lang Xuong, giong nhu tui nhya dung rac chtra
mon sita trixng dang sui bot nhe. Y mudn thay bo dd téi qua thang thin ma néi khong phai ct
c6 la lam duoc, nén toi khong thay, va tham chi con khong chac co thé budc day giay ma khong
noén mira lén chung, nhung du sao t6i cling xoay x¢ duorc, roi 1dy ao khoac/cal mén va xoay Xo
ra khoi phong trong khi Spencer van con ngu, va di bo 1én ddi hwong vé khoa Van. Mua phun
roi déu hat, va gio giat. Toi co ao twcng la c6 thé doc bai tho Pdnh cdp mdn téc khi di bo,
nhung cac trang gidy da bi sling nuwdc, va ngoai ra tat ca nhitng gi ma hé than kinh cang thang
clia toi c6 thé dam trach chila di ma khong té nhao.

Bén ngoai hanh lang giang duwong, t6i dang duwa lung vao twong va cha manh hai tay 1én
mat c6 gang tao chit sac hong thay cho mau xam thi thay Rebecca Epstein dang rao buwéc dira
cong. Trong khoanh khac toi tu'o'ng la co ay nhin thay minh nhung da quyét dinh bé di, nhung
lam gi c6 chuyén do, vi didu d6 c6 nghia la c6 4y dang phat 1o toi.

“Rebeccal”, toi la to, nhung co lao nhanh ra duwong, co chiéc 4o nhwa vinyl duoc dung dirng
1én, diu cui xudng tranh mua. “Rebecca...?” toi 6 kém tdi dung sita trirng sti bot, va chay ma



khong di chuyén dau.
“Rebecca, Brian day.”
“Vay a. Xin chao, Jackson,” c6 néi dirng dung.
“Cau khée khong?”
“Khée.”
Va chung t6i di thém mot doan.
“Bai giang hay khong?” to6i hoi.
“U...rm.”
“Vé cai gi vay?”
“Cau mudn biét thit hay chi mu6n kiém chuyén dé n6i?”
“Tdi chi c6 bat chuyén thoi.”

Toi nghl minh thdy mot nu cwoi thoang qua, nhung co 1€ la tuwdng twong vi diéu tié€p theo
c6 noéi 1a: “Cau khong phai dang di vé hwdng giang dudng sao?”

“A, t& dinh thé, nhung kiéu gi 4y, té khong chic 1a c6 sttc di nghe giang...”
“Chuyén gi vay?”

“Cau thwe sw mudn biét hay ciu chi..?”

“Sao cling dwoc, ciu trong nhw chét roi ay.”

“Té cdm thay nhu chét roi vay.”

“Tét. T¢ mirng.”

Cd c6 cai ve thu dich. DT nhién luc nao c6 cling c6 veé thu dich, nhung hom nay thi nhiéu
hon. Ching toi di bo thém mot doan, t6i chi di ddng sau, va thac mic 1am thé nao mot ngudi
chan ngin lai c6 thé xoay x& di nhanh hon tdi nhidu nhw vay.

“Becs, cAu van con gian t& a?”

“Becs? Becs la dira quai nao?”

“Y t& 1a Rebecca. Ma cau van con gian a?”
“Khong gian. Moi toi... bi thit vong.”

“Chua o1, khong phai cdu ciing the ch.” Lin dau tién c6 nhin thang vao mat toi. “Hinh nhw
dao gan day to chi lam cho moi nguoi that vong. T& khong biét tai sao. Té cod gang rat nhiéu dé
khong khién ho phai nhu vay, that sw da c6.” C6 dung lai khi nghe t&i d6, va ching toi ding
trén dwong dwdi mwa mot lic trong khi ¢6 nhin toi tir dau téi chan.

“Cau co6 biét la mat minh xdm xit ca r6i khong?”
“Té biét.”

“Ma cAu c6 céi gl trang trang & khde miéng kia kia.”



Toi 14y tay 4o khodac lau di va noéi, “Kem danh rang.” Du chang biét c phai vay khong. “Nay,
cau an sang chwa?”

“Thé con budi hoc cia cau?”

T6i nhé dén cam két cia minh, tham dw moi bu01 hoc néu c6 thé, nhung Rebecca co ve
quan trong hon nhu'ng cam két do, thé 1a toi ben noi, “To ngh1 la sé khong dén 16p nira,” cod suy
nghi mo6t chat réi noéi, “Thé thi di,” va ching toi di xudng doi.

Hoi néng va dau mo tir mon diém tam dac biét tao thanh khoi mo trén CLra s6 quan ca phé,
dong thanh giot trén ly lanh, va nho xuong thanh viing trén cai ban mi ca mau do chung t6i
ngoi. Rebecca va toi kiém du'o'c mot cai ban nho, goi mot ly tra cho c6 ay, va ca phé sita, mot
lon Coca, m6t 6 banh mi thit ngudi gion cé nwéc x6t ndu va mot thanh s6 ¢6 la Mars cho toi.
Rebecca lay ngon tay veé nguech ngoac lén man hoi trén ctra S0, trong khi toi ndi,”... cau ay bi
bat vi ltra tién tro cap that nghiép, ca nhan té thi thay that thai qua. Y t¢ la, cau ct thir nghi dén
nhu'ng khoan tién kéch xit ma cac doanh nghiép tai phiét da lira trén thué, c6 ai da dong téi
dau...

“« N, n

. 0m...

. gl chir, hai muoi ba bang mot tuan thi dang bao nhiéu? Ai ma song dwoc véi so tién do.
Ma ho trong dol & nguoi ta cai gi diy, néu nguoi ta chiang c¢6 néi cong an viéc 1am dang
hoang...?”

“0...0m..."

..t mudén thiy may ga trong cai dang Bao thu khén kiép ay phai song dwa vao sé tién do.
Du sao thi t¢ ciing lo 1a cau ta sé€ hoi muon tién, vi t& khong thé xoay x& cho cau ta muwon duorc,
véi s6 tién tro cAp hoc hanh & mitc nay...

. n6i dén day toi ngung lai vi nhan ra dong chir “Clrurwru t660i!” ma Rebecca dang viét
nguoc trén 1&p swong mo trén ctra sé.

“Xin 16i. T¢ 1am cau chan lam a?”

“A, Jackson, cau hiéu té roi day, thwong thi té cha thich gi hon la tranh luan vé chinh sach
xd hoi cua dang Bao tht vao budi sang, nhwng chi 13, ltic nay thi né khong that swla mot van dé
quan trong. Pung khong ?”

“Pung, t& cho 1a vay.” toi hit mot hoi siu. “Xin 16i vé chuyén dém no.”
“Ma cAu c6 biét chinh x4c phai xin 16i vé chuyén gi khong vay?”

Minh biét khong ta? “Khong, khéng chinh xac.”

“Vay day ciing cha phai la mot 10 xin 16i thuc sw nhi?”

“U.Té ' nghi vay.” Nhin lai t6i hom do, toi cho rang cling giong nhw khi ban bi mac ket trong
mot cudc du da say xin bén ngoai quan rwou vao mot dém thir Sau; luc do that thu vi, song
dong va so hai, nhung sau day thi ban con ching biét chic ai da lam gl véi ai, tham chi ai 13
nguoi cham ngoi nita. Toi dinh truyen tai sw twong dong nay cho Rebecca biét, nhwng chac cha
ai thich bi néi rang viéc héon ho giong nhw bi danh nhir tir bén ngoai quan rwou, nén toi chi néi,

“Cau biét do, t& chi coi né 1a chuyén binh thuong.”

“Cai gl binh thuong?”

“Cau biét do, t& dung la kém coi.”



“Oi giori, , cau cha té hon té dau.”
“Té té hon ciu nhiéu.”

“Cau khong...”

“Té thi...”

“Khong, cau khong...”

“Té,té so..."

“Duogc roi, Jackson, ching ta khong nén co thuyet phuc nhau nhuv vay, duwoc cht?” va co
nham nhap tra, hinh nhw nhai né nita, roéi noi, “Nay, to da hoi say va pham sai Iam, ‘hiéu sai cac
diu hiéu’ hay ciu hiéu sao cling du’(YC Va to ro rang la khong glan cau, that su té chi hoi ngai.
T khong thwong lam cho ban than " va cb cuoi chua chat “ ton thu'ong, tr do c6 dung
khong nhi?” Ro6i co kiém dau ngon tay, dung né dé quét nhung mau vun cua 0 banh mi thit
ngudi trén dia toi. “Chwa ké t& khong chac minh sé hoc cdch yéu mot 1an nita.”

Cudc doéi thoai ro rang dang chuyen sang mot khia canh riéng tw méi me va kich thich tri
td mo roi day, toi bén nga nguoi vé trwdc va nghleng dau tua Vao cai ctra s6 Am wdt theo kiéu
ma toéi tin 1a thé hién trang thai bang khuang, roi ha giong hoi, “Vay la cau da cé nhirng trai
nghiém khong hay, trong qua khtt, vé mat tinh cam roi a?”

Rebecca dirng lai, coc tra dung lai ¢ ntra chirng dén miéng, c6 nhin sang hai vai minh, “Xin
16i, nhung ciu dang no6i chuyén véi to diy a?”

“Hoi that long day.”

“Viéc quai gi dén cau. Cau mudn té noéi gi nao? Chi vi b mai khong chiu cho t& mot chu
ngua con? Té bi say, va té thém mudn mot chut v, , 8l nhi, ti€p xdc than xac, roi té tan tinh, va
bi ttr choi. Chuyen chang co gi to tat. Nhitng ngudi & chd chét tiét nay co dor tu buéng thd chét
tiét khong c6 nghia la t& cling vay...”

“Té nghi cu rta hoi nhiéu.”
“Nham nhi, té&...”
“Té cho la néu lic nao ciu ciling raa thi hiéu qua ctia may ciu rda sé giam di day.”

“Ma cau la cai quai gi co chit, C6 Bao Mau Mary-Poppins quai quy a?” o noi, nhung khé
cu'o'l chi it do ciing la dleu toi hy vong. RoOi ¢ nhap tra, nhin ra ngoai ctra s6, va néi bang quo;,
“Du sao thi, néu cau muon biét, moi quan hé cudi cung cua to két thic trong mot phong kham
tw chuyén pha tha1 nén... a... di sao thi, t& hoan toan khong thoai mai va phdng ting vé nhitng
chuyén d6 nhw may nguoi khac dworc. Chi thé thoi.”

T6i khong biét phai phan Ung ra sao véi chuyén nay. Hay néi khac di, téi biét cach thirc
phan ung tir quan diém chinh tri, nhung chi khong chac lam sao dé phan tng theo ki€u nguoi.
To6i khong biét phal thé hién gi trén gwong mat. C6 1é khong nén qua 0 ri, khong nén lam
chuyén thanh ra to tat.

“Han la ai?”

“Mot ga & qué t&, té da sai lam khi quan hé véi han. Khong phai nguoi ciu quen dau,” co
noi, sam soi cai khan an dang dwoc cudn tron cua toi.

“Ma han bé roi cau vi cau...?”



Khong, di nhién khong. A, ciing khong phai ngay lap tirc. Khong phai vay. Chuyén phurc tap
1dm...” c6 thé dai, li€c nhin t6i, roi nhin cai Khan an. Thang ay tén la Gordon, hoc cung lop Sau
v0i to. Tinh-yéu- dau-dich- thlrc toan thir vé van. Chung t& cap b6 véi nhau khoang sau thang,
cung nhau vuot rao vao mua hé nim do, sau ky thi tot nghiép pho thong trung hoc, roi danh
mot nam ra nwdc ngoai séng, cau biét do song thir xem thé nao, xem chung to co mudén nhw
vay khong, dai loai thé. Roi chun t¢ di vong quanh chau Au, ngdm canh, ngt trén bai blen ném
tat ca nhitng glac mo tinh yéu cua tudi tré, roi dang trén duong di Tay Ban Nha thi t& co thai.
The la ching t¢ ban bac voi nhau, quyet dlnh phai lam gi, réi quay thang vé nha, giai quyet hau
qua. Han noi 1a hai dira sé cung nhau trai qua chuyén do va sé ¢ bén canh t& khong rod, hdn da
lam nhw vay that. Nhwng chi trong mot tuan rudi. Roi. Cau biét roi do.”

“Con cau, cau c6 yéu han khong?” C6 cau may, biu moi, nhung khong tra 1, chi nhin ra
ngoaj ctra so, roi nhin lai cai khan an. Toi khong biét ndi gi, nhung cam thay minh nén néi gl
d6. “Um té chic 14 lac d6 cau da lam dung.”

Rebecca quac mat 1én nhin t6i; “Brian, t& biét minh da 1am dding. Té khong yéu ciu sv tdn
thanh cua cau...”

“Khong, t& biét ma...”
“...ma khong can bat dau néi cai giong diy dau...”
“Giong nao?”

“Cau biét thira con héi. Cau biét khong, cai chuyén pha thai 4y ma, né xay ra nhiéu, nhiéu
hon ciu tuwdng day...

“Té biét ma...”

. v6i lai phu nit khong phai ai cling thu minh lai dau khé dan vat vé chuyén do, khong

A~

phal ai cling chui vao mot goc véi cuon tiéu thuyét Lo chudng [1]. Hau hét phu ntt déu c6 thé
ti€p tuc s6ng sau nhitng chuyén dé...

[1] The Bell Jar la cudn tiéu thuyet bdn tw truyén cua nha tho, nha van My Sylvia Plath
trong dé nhdn vdt chinh bi trdm cdm, suy sup trong cudc séng va cé y dinh tw sdt.

“T¢ chicla thé...”
“...thoi doi dé tai nhé?”
“Puoc roi.”

“Thanh s6 c6 la Mars day cta ciu a?” cb hai, va tdi hoi lo lang mot chit, vi khong tai nao
nhé ndi liéu chiing tdi c6 phai tay chay so6 c6 la Mars khong nita.

« AY)
O..w

“Thé thi dua day.” T6i kinh cin dwa, va co ay cin mot mleng, nhai mot hai cai gi do. “Sao
d6 an thirc uong cuia cau cai gl ciing ndu the ha? Té chwa bao gidr thay nhiéu do an ndu nhw thé.
Thinh thoang an mot it trai cay hay rau qua sé khong hai gi dau, ciu biét chr...

“Cau nbi giong hét me td,” toi noi.

“A, ba 1a mot phu nir sang sudt. CAu nén nghe loi ba. Ca té nita.” CO cdn thém mot cai. “Thé,
cau di gip chwa?” cd néi, moém day thitc an.

“Ai? Me t& 47"



“Khong, khong phai me cau...”

“Thé thi ai?”

“Cau biét ma; C6 A Téc Vang Quy Quai Farrah Fawcett dy.”
“0, chi di 1an thai.”

Co Can thém mot miéng nika, r01 ném thanh s6 co la qua mat ban phia toi, ddu bi can cdm
xuéng. “Ma ciu van con... thich cd 4 a?”

To6i nhan ra nguy co ké can la sdp bi mot cai thia udng tra choc vao mat, nén bén lwa 1oi
cin than, va chi néi, “Té nghi vay.”

“Ma ciu cho la c6 nang nghi sao vé ciu?”
“Té nghi c6 Ay thay té... tha vi.”

Co nhin toi, chac dinh noi gi do, nhu‘ng roi chi nhin ra ctra so, lai bat dAu vé 1én cho hoi
nwoc dong trén mat cua s0, mot mat cuoi. “Thil vi dy ha? 0i g101 that cam dong khi cau kién tri
dén thé, t& cho 1a vay. Bi lanh dam ma van kién tri. Rat... gan da,” c6 néi, biu moi.

“A, &. Thuc 10ng ma néi, té khong cé nhiéu lwa chon trong chuyén nay cho 13m.”

“0i, Brian, khong dau, luon ludn €0 lya chon nao day pau ludn c6 co hoi chon tré thanh
hoac khong tré thanh mot ké ngu ngéc hoan toan va triét dé.”

Khi vé nha vao lac gan trua, toi thay Marcus dang khoa ctra trwéc dinh ra ngoai. Toi lai
nhanh nip sau mot buéc twong va con dinh chay di, nhung khong kiém soat dwoc dbi chin,
hon nita cau ta da nhin thdy tdi, va ding doi & dau bac thang, gé nhe vao 1ong ban tay bang
mot truc can voé hinh.

“Xin chao, Marcus !”
“Chao, Brian.”

T6i c6 vuot qua ciu ta dé téi trwede clra tranh con mwa phun, nhung ciu ta khéng nhic
nhich.

“Xin 16i chuyén t8i qua nhé Marcus,” toi néi, dd hep hoi nh6 mon...
“Cau biét ro 1a khach qua dém khéng dwoc phép vao co sé ctia trwong dai hoc ch&?
“Phai, t& biét...” t6i noéi, 1y cap kinh phi céng cia ciutara...

“Y té 13, Josh va té cling c6 khi muén mai ban & lai, nhung chiing té da khéng 1am vay, vi
ton trong ndi quy cua treong dai hoc...”

“Té biét, Marcus...” toi ndi, bé doi cdp kinh mot cach tai tinh ngay chd néi hai trong kinh.
“Vay anh ban cau dinh & day bao lau?”

“Khong b1et Hai ngay nita dwoc cht? Chi cho t&i khi cdu ta binh tam lai théi...” toi ném
cap kinh giy xudng dat, 14y chan nghién nat..

“T& thiy chac phai ldu hon hai ngay dfiy..."

T6i nhin 1én cua so phong ngu cua minh, lo Spencer van con nam trén giwdng, dang ling
nghe, ro6i ha giong dé nghi, “Ngay mai dwoc ch? Mai ciu ay sé di.”



Marcus can nhac ky lwdng, cudi cung thay dé nghi dé chip nhan duoc.

“Thoi dugc, ngay mai. Lau hon la khong dwoc dau day, cau ta noi, di ngang qua cham vao
nguoi toi, con téi dinh co chan dap 1én phan dudi cot s6ng ciu ta va x6 cau ta ngd xudéng day
bac thang bing da chét quach di cho roi.

“Chic mot ngay vui vé nhé!” toéi noi.

Trong anh sang gan trua xam xit, phong ngu t6i trong that btra baj voi khung giwong ngu,
v0 boc cua may album nhac, ao khoac va ném, chdn bong vit va khan tam am am. C6 mui rwgu
va amoniac thoang thoang, cam giac chi can toi hut thudc 14 buédc vao phong 1a cdan phong sé
nd tung truedc mat ngay, thé 1a téi mé toang clra s6 bt chap troi mwa va bat cai den trén dau
dé xem Spencer con chui rac trong chan hay dau do khong. Cau ta khong co o day. Thay vao do,
mot mau gidy nhin dé trén ban, chir viét nguéch ngoac trén mot mau gidy A4 c6 dong ké.

“Ra quan rwou. Gap sau nhé.”

Dong ho du lich dé trén bé 10 sudi chi 11 gior 55 phut. Ké dong ho6 1a mot chong tién 1é toi
da doc hét trong tdi ra téi qua. C6 khodng bon bang ndm muoi lam xu, nhung t6i sé& dém lai,
ngd nh& nham.

Bon bang nam muoi xu.

Va t6i khong biét diéu gi khién minh thay budn hon, cai y nghi Spencer dang & quan rwgu
trwérc buoi trua, hay viéc toi ki€m tra xem ciu ta ¢ chém tidn hay khong.
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CAU HOI: Cac 18 hoi Hy Lap - La Ma bf mat lic ban dau chi danh riéng cho phu nit, sau do
chap nhan dan ong tham gia, sau do bi Vién Nguyen ldo La Ma ban hanh lénh cam vao nam 186
tredrc Cong nguyén vi cho rang chiing cé tinh chat an choi trac tang dwoc goi la gi ?

TRA LO'1: Bacchanalia.

C6 mOt nguyén tac co ban, ban sé biét mot budi tiéc bi 1Am nguy khi ngwdi ta bat ddu choi
nhitng ban nhac qua quen trong kich hay phim.

Khi t&i ngwdng cira s6 12 pho Dorchester, Spencer va toi c6 thé nghe r6 rang bai "Nhanh
1én nao, ST quan Krupke” trong v& Cdu chuyén phia Tdy om som tir dan Am thanh noi trong
phong khach dém theo nhiing giong nam pho trwong thudc 1oi lau lay, va mac du t6i thich
nhac kich ctia nha hat Broadway chang kém gi ga dirng ké bén, nhung cai gi cliing phai tuy luc
tuy chd. Ngoai ra, dirng ké toi trong truwdmg hop nay 1a Spencer, chang yéu thich gi sdn khiu
nhac kich, ga dang nhin t6i bat an.

“Cau c6 chac khong?”
“Néuho mé& Tau téc hanh Anh Sao, chtiing minh sé di vé. Puoc ch?” va roi canh clira mé ra

b&i Erin M3t Méo.

“Xin chao, Erin!” t6i x0i 141.

“Chao, Brian,” c6 nang thé dai.

Khong ai nhic nhich. Téi thdy mat ¢d nang nhin lwdt qua cai diu troc cia Spencer.

“bay la Spencer, ban té!”

“Vao duoc chit?” Spencer hoi.

"Hum,” Erin noi, r6 rang khong b1et la c6 dugc hay khong, t6i ben gio' chai rugu va bon lon
bia 1én nhw khich 18, va cudi cting thi ¢ & ciing chiu mo cira.

“Bép & kia kia,” Erin ndi, trwéc khi di vé Phia Tay Khac nghiét Ciia New York, noi bang
dang Jets [1] lich lam ra dang nam nhi dang dwoc khac hoa béi ba thang con trai khoa Kich
qua khich, gay ‘nhom, vé b&n cot. That dang khen, Eric 18y Cdu chuyén phia Tdy ra khoi dan am
thanh noi, thay bang nhac cta nhom “Sly va Family Stone”. “Oi! Nhung ban ké ti€p 1a ‘T6i thay
xinh dep"" mot thanh vién Jets rén IT hon doj, toi thdy Spencer Ca Map lic lac dau va dua tay
1én mai toc da tirng co ¢ do, ti ¢6 cam giac chic chin minh da dén duw mét bira tiéc véi khau
sung san da nap dan va lén dan san.

[1] Jets: mgt bang ddng trong vo' nhac kich Cau chuyén phia Tdy, thanh vién thwong la
ngwoi My géc Y hodc Ailen, Ia ké thu ctia bdng Sharks, bing ddng géc Puerto Rico.

Quay vé nha sau khi dn sang véi Rebecca, t6i ki€ém tra xem Spencer c¢6 chém tién hay
khong, roi quyét dinh viét vai dong trong quyen s6 ghi chép tho. Trén mot trang méi, doi dién
v&i bai tho “bo nguce thach cao tuyét hoa”, toi viét;

hoi nwéc va mé dong lai



trén cira s6 qudn ca phé gan
kinh day. mén diém tdm ddc biét

. 101 t6i thay mét, nén quyét dinh bay nhiéu la dd cho hom nay ro6i. T6i thuwc sw can kiét
nang lwong roi, nén bén nam dai trén tim futon, bat dau doc Bai ca nguoi thuy thii gia, va chi
doc dén doan “P6 la mét...” trwdc khi hoi dm va sirc ndng vira phai twr 10 swdi chay bang gas
Jam tdi chim vao giac mong say sua.

Toi tlnh gidc trong anh chiéu ta dm dam, van midc nguyén do, nhé nhai mo hdi va miéng
dinh chit vao nhau, thay Spencer dang ngobi gac chan Ién ban, doc Colerldge

“Sao roi, Nguoi Pep Ngu Trong Rirng?”
“May gio roi?”

“Khoang bon gio chir gi?” va roi lai xuit hién, sy dan vit nudi ti€c thuwdng nhat vi da lang
phi thém cd mot ngay dep troi. Nhieu khoang thori gian tuyét nhat trong doi toi da troi qua
theo cach do, dac biét Ia nhitng ky nghi he dai; rd rang 1a nhitng thang ngay tudi tré nong noi,
nhitng mua he kéo dai, nong nyc ém 3, tat cd déu boc hoi trong trang thai ué oai chuenh
choang men cia nhu'ng lan khé & sau con say va di lanh ‘quanh Woolworths, nhirng gidc ngu
trwa dén nhirc dau, nhirng lan kéo man xudéng xem mot cu6n phim den téi mwoi lam lan, nhitng
chudc cai va vat vanh va mat sat trong con say xin, thirc 3 dn goi dem dén va gidc nga chip chon
roi lai trdi qua con nén nao kho chiu sau moi [an say xin va roi quay lai Woolworths. Chang
phai t6i da ha quyet tAm ve tit ca nhitng chuyén nay? Khong phai tdi can chdm dtt tinh trang
dé ngay bay gio sao? Toi da muwoi chin tudi roi; khong thé cir dé cudc doi troi qua tam tay nhw
thé. Thé tai sao lai tai pham? T6i dirt khoat do6 16i d6 cho Spencer, nén ngdi day git gong.

“Ai cho cauvao?”

“Mot ga toc dai mac ao gi lé nhung”.
“LaJosh a?”

“Tén Josh ha. Khong than thién Idm nhi.”
“C4u thi than thién 1am diy a?”

“Chac 1a khong. Sao, t& nén nhw vay a?”

“A, to phai sdng cung nha voi cdu ta, nén...” Spencer khong néi gi, chi ném cuén Coleridge
lai ban toi. T6i thay phan phat mui bia, thuéc 14 va md hoi. “Thé cau da di nhirng dau?”

“Dén quan rwgu. Poc bio. Dao qua cic ctra hang.”
“C6 mua dwoc gi khong?”

“Bang cai gi ch®?” C6 1é bang chinh cai ma ciu da mua bia va thudc 14? Téi nghi thé, nhung
chi hoi:

“Thanh pho dep ha?”
“U, phai rdi,” va cau ta cha tay 1én mit.
“Thé...1am gi by gi®?”

“A, t6i nay c6 tiéc, kha hay ho day, nhung trwérc tién té phai lam may viéc cai da...”



“Khong, ciu sé khong lam thé dau.”

“Spencer, t& phai...”

“Théi dworc, té sé chi ngoi diy doc gi d6 thoi vay.”

Nhung téi phai ra khoi can phong nay, cang sém cang tot, nén toi bén doéi y... “hay bon
minh di xem phim di?”

Thé la ching t6i di xem phim suat 5 gi¢ 15 chiéu, phim Amadeus, mdt sw khai thac tuyét
voi va sau sac ve ban chat cua thién tai, trong khi Spencer ngu suot.

i

Chuyén dwgc khudy dong 1én, theo ding diéu cia nd, khi hai dira dén quan rrou. Ching toi
tranh cai xem nén chon bai hat nao & may hat tw dong, phung phi nam mwoi xu vao may danh
bac, roi ngoi & mot cai ban nho va lai cwo1 ndi. Spencer ké la Tone da gia nhap Dan quan.

“Cau ndi dua...”

“Khong hé...”

“Nhung ciu ta 1a mdt thdang dién khung...”

“Chang hé gi. Ho thich nhitng thang dién khung...”

“Thé ho sé vii trang cho ciu ta?”

“Sém muon ciling phai thé.”

“Quaaa xa liéu.” chung téi dong thanh ndi, va téi nhin ra minh da khoéng néi “Quaaa xa

lieu” 1au 1am ro6i. Spencer ké tiép, “Di nhién ban dau ho chi hudn luyén ciu ta ngoi lén nguc va
danh ram vao mat quan thu...”

{4

.. hay trén sau lung hin roi xoa xoa qua ddm that manh vao dinh dau han.”

«

.. r0i nang thiét bi Am thanh ndi cua ching...”

“«

.. quy tha ma bat ciu di - Ha s Tone ...”

“...vii khi toi thwong cudi cung...”

“Thé gi&i tw do sé ngd yén trén giwdng minh,” réi Spencer tu trng wc coc bia, ndi thém, “t&
ké cho nghe, cau biét chuyén gi moéi diing la buon cwoi khong? Cau ta cd thuyét phuc té gia
nhap. Hinh nhw nghi la can mot chut trat ty va ky luat trong cudc séng cua to.”

“Bi du ha?”

“Chac roi. Bé ca dip cudi tuan & mot cai l1éu ndng ndc mui danh ram & Canh dong Salisbury
[2] v&i mot dam mé sung dan ung ho dang Bao thu. Pay chinh la cyc-hinh-cwc-khung ma té&

A »

can.

[2] Cdnh dong Salisbury cé ky quan néi tiéng la vong tron dd Stonehenge déc ddo moc trén
cdnh dong.

ROi t6i nhin ra co hoi da dong dén chuyén khong bi phat hién, nén bén tiép tuc mim cuwoi
hoi “Vay cau cé nghi dén viéc tiép tuc hoc 1én cao dang khong...”

Nhwng Spencer nhén ra ngay va dap, “Ngam miéng di, Bri...”



Khong t té, nhung ciing khong qua dang, chi c6 vé chan nan. “Du sao thi trwong dai hoc
cling chi la mot thiy Nghia vu Quan sw cho tang 1&p trung lwu thoéi.”

“Con té thi sao? T¢ dau phai tang 16p trung lueu.”

“Cau la ting 16p trung lwu chi gi niva...”

“Pau, t& dau phai...”

“Phai, chinh thé day...”

“Me t& ki€m dworc it tién hon b6 me ciu day nhé...”

“Van dé khéng phai chuyén tién nong, hiéu khong? Ma vé thai do.”
“That ra, vé Iy ma néi thi van dé la ai s& hiru tw liéu san xuit...”

“Thang d4n nay, van dé 1a thai do. K& ca me ciu co gui cau dén mo than thi ciu van thudc
tang 16p trung luu. Do la do nhitng gi cau ndi, nhitng quyén sach cau doc, bo phlm ma cau bat
té ngoi xem cung, do la cach cau tham gia vao chuyén da ngoai cua truong va vung tién cho
nhirng quyén sach day tinh giao duc va buu thlep thay vi thudc la va tro choi dién ti, dé la cach
cau hoi mua hat tiéu bic & ctra hang ban ca va khoai tay chién...

“T& chwa bao gior lam thé nhé...”
“C4u da lam thé, Bri! Luc dy t& & canh ciu ma.”

That ra, chuyén khong phai vay, tri nhé ciia t6i mach rang toi da khong hoi mua tiéu den,
toi dd chon tiéu den, vi ho c6 ban san ¢ do, nhung that chan khi cr phai noi di noi lai chuyén
do. “Vay ciu cho rang ch1 vi ai do thich doc sach, hodc mudn hoc gi d6, hodc thich tiéu den,
thich rirou hon bia hay céi gi d6, ho sé 1a nguoi trung leu?”

“U, khong it thi nhiéu...”
“Vi sé c6 ngwdi nghi rang 1am thé c6 1€ 1a vo diia cd nam...”

“Nghe nay, Bri, sw that la cau tw coi minh la ngwoi xa hoi chu nghia, nhung néu cdu trai qua
cudc cach mang Nga, va Lénin giao cho cau hanh hinh Nga hoang cung gia quyén ong ay, con
lau cau mm lam duwoc. Cau biét tai sao khong? Vi cau con mai ban ve vdn con gai cia Nga
hoang...

Tat ca nhirng tan duw cua sy kho ¢ trong nguwoi sang nay bién mat sau coc bia thir ba, va
mot lan nira téi duoc phen sirng s6t trudrc strc manh tri liéu va phuc hoi cia bia. RO rang, bu01
tiéc nay la mot co h01 16m dé t6i thic day quan hé véi Alice, téi da suy nghi nhiéu va k{ cang vé
cach thirc xtt sw, roi di dén quyét dinh chién lwoc 1a Pha phach va Xa cach. B¢ 1a khau hleu toi
nay. Pha phach Xa cach. Do do quan trong la khong duwoc say qua, thé 1a moi dira an c6 ba goi
khoai tay gion véi mot {t dau phong rang dé cé chat dam, roi truc chi dén bita tiéc.

Khi ching t6i dén s6 12 phd Dorchester, budi tiéc rd rang ¢ giai doan khong-o-thi-di-
cling-duoc. Liéc nhanh qua nha bép ciing da thay danh sach khach mo1i chic chan thién vé kich
- hau hét dan dong ca trong v& The Bacchae déu c6 mat, tit cd déu dang noéi cung mot lic, va
Neil-tén-gi-do, ngodi sao kich hién dai trong tac pham Richard Pé Tam dwoc hoang nghenh
nhiét liét vira roi dang dua vao tu lanh, néi chuyén hoa nha voi Cong tudéc Buckingham, va
Antlgone mot trong cac chd nha, dang trut goi bim bim Cheesy Wotsits vao mot cai bat 1on.
Chua thiy bong dang cua Alice dau con toi thi bong dung thay cang thang, khéng rd vi dang lo
chuyén Spencer sé nghi sao vé Alice hay Alice sé nghi sao vé Spencer nita.

Va dot nhién nang dirng dé, ngay ngudng ctra nha bép, dang néi chuyén véi Richard Dé



Tam. Nang khong thay to6i, nén t6i, Phd phach va Xa cach, dirng dwa vao bon rira chén va quan
sat nang. Nang bui gon mai toc trén dau theo thoi trang toc roi nghe thudt, mac chiéc vay da
hoi tay dai mau den, b6 sat dwoc lam tir cung chat liéu cla quan ao nit cua di&n vién mua ba 1é,
duoc khoét sau & trudc, nang nguc lén tao vé quyen rii thd vi, téi nhé lai nhitng trang phuc ma
Kate Bush tirtng mac trong | budi dau xuat hién trén san khau, roi quyét dlnh chi chuyén tam vao
ghi 4m phong thu. Thuc té thi nang tréng rat glong Kate Bush ngay ca vét mo hoi hinh trang
[udi liem dang bat dau hinh thanh dwéi nach 4o ciing vay.

“Alice day,” t6i thi thAm v&i Spencer.

“Co nang co bo nguc thach cao tuyet hoa d6 ha?” Spencer hoi, va t6i chua kip noéi gi thi
nang da xong t&i chd ching tbi & bon rira, la toang 1én “Mudi! Mudi IMUOLL...”

“Chao, Alice,” t6i néi, Pha phach va Xa cach.

“Cau thdy mu6i dau khong? Ai lam d6 vang dé 1én tAm tham Afghanistan cua Cathy roi
nay...”

“Pay la ban than & qué té, Spencer...”

“Rat vui duoc gap cau, Spencer. T¢ can mot miéng vai, cau xé ra nao, Brian!..” nang ndij,
day t6i ra khoi bon rua, va toi khong thé kem long bén liéc nhin vién 4o nguc bang dang ten
den 16 ra khoang nira tic trén chiéc 4o bo sat cia nang...

“Muéi day r6i!” Antigone la Ién, Alice lién chay ao ra khéi bép véi miéng vai wort.
“Alice diy,” t6i néi.

“A, ding 1a c6 gi d6 gitta cac cauroi, Bria...”

“Cau nghi thé a?”

“Chac chan roi, chi cAn nhin cach c6 nang bao ciu tranh duwdng du biét.”

T6i bao cau ta im miéng, roi roi khoi bép.

O 16i di chung t6i gdp Patrick va Lucy, ho di chung v&i nhau va ca hai déu nang niu mot
binh nwéc cam dé lau ngay khong hu giong hét nhau, diéu nay thatla lam déi voi toi, _hung co
1& chi Ia tring hop. T6i c6 hoi day ditt bdn khoin vi van chura ké dwoc véi Spencer vé cudc thi
Théch thitc, nhung tu trdn an la chuyén dé chac chang c6 kha nang xuat hién trong cudc nébi
chuyén xa giao dau, thé1a t6i bén hd héi gidi thiéu ho véi nhau.

“Thé 1am sao ma cac cau quen Bri th&?” Spencer hoi, bang thai do t té nhit cla ciu ta.
“Cau iy & cung doi véi tui nay,” Patrick tra 1oi.

“P0Oi nao?” Spencer ndc bia, hoi.

“Doi Thdch thitc Dai hoc,” Patrick néi, roi khéo 1éo 1ui ra sau vira kip dé tranh bia phunra...
“Anh dua day a” Spencer ndi, lay long ban tay quet ngang miéng.

“Khong,” téi chdn nan néi. “P6i gom ba ngwdi ching té va Alice...”

“Cau chwa bao gio k€ t& nghe chuyén do.”

“Té c6 dip nao dau ma ké,” tdi n6i, mim cudi vé ta 16i véi Patrick va Lucy.



“Quy tha ma bat, Brian Jackson di thi Thdch thirc Pai hoc...”
“Phai roi.”

“Du ding ra thi Brian chi 1a dw bi...” Patrick b6 sung. “Néu mot thanh vién khac trong doi
khong bi viém gan thi...”

“Lén truyén hinh that co day...” Spencer cudi vang.

V..o

“Bao gio?”

“Ba tuin nira.”

“V&i Bamber Gascoigne.”

“CAu thdy chuyén d6 budn cudi hay sao 4y nhi,” Patrick noi, cwoi ciing ngéc.

“Khoéng, khong dau, xin 161, t61 khéng c6 y do, chi la, nght chuyén d¢ that... tha vi. Lam tot
13m, ban Bri than men a. Ma anh biét khong, toi [a khan gia hAm mo cuong nhlet cua chwong
trinh dé day nhé...” roi ciu ta lai pha Ién cuwoi.

Patrick khit mii noi, “That ra, toi dang dinh di 13y nwoc uong " anh ta kep thung nuoc
cam Vat dwdi canh tay roi di vé phia bép, Lucy di theo, mim cuoi b6i roi, va khi ho da di khai,
toi noi, “Giodi 1dm, Spencer...”

“G1? T¢ da lam gi nao?”

“Ciu vira m&i cuoi vao mat ho, c6 thé thoi.”
“Pau, lam gi c6.”

“A, ding vay, cau di lam.”

“Xin 16i nhé, Bri, nhung t& thwong ban khoan khong biét loai nguoi tw ky, ky cuc, dién
khung nao lai mudn xuat hién trong cai chwong trinh do, roi hoa ra do la cau, Brian. Chinh 14
cdu...” Roi cau ta lai cuoi pha Ién, nén tobi cling cuoi, roi bao cau ta im miéng, roi cdu ta bao toi
im mleng, roi tdi bao cau ta im miéng, khong biét ban than ma cr bao nhau im miéng hoai nhw
vay c6 phai la chuyén binh thudng khong.

Hai dira quyét dinh kham pha trén lau, va roi thdy minh dang ding bén ngoai mot phong
ngu cé tdm bang Cam Vao viét tay duoc dan bdng dinh lén ctra. Ching t6i budc vao, va bén
trong c6 mot vong tron gom bay hay tam nguoi gi do ng01 tren san dang chuyén tay nhau mot
ong diéu, lang nghe Chris mong tay cau ban tlep tuc ké vé "Bdng qua Punjab [3] ma khong co
gidy vé sinh” cudc hanh trinh hoanh trang cta cau ta, trén nén nhac cia Van Morrison. Ban gai
cua Chrls dang nam l4y canh tay ciu ta, c6 nay la mot phién ban Chris thu nho véi mai toc
thang va rii xudng, ring to, t6i kha chic tén Ia Ruth. “Thai, di nao " toi thi tham vao tai Spencer.
Nhung Chris da nghe thay tiéng toi, ciu ta lién quay ngudi lai : “O kia, Bri!”

[3] Punjab: viing ddt & Nam A kéo dai tir mién Trung Pakistan t&iviing Tdy Bdc An 4.

“Xin chao, Chris! Chris trong nhém hoc phu dao cua té, Chris, day la Spencer, ban than caa
té & qué mai lén...”

“Xin chao, Spencer!” Chris noi.

“...con day la Ruth...” tdi néi.



“That ra, t& tén la Mary,” Mary ndi, quay ngum lai va lac ldc dau ngon tay cua Spencer.
“Chao, Spencer, thdt sw rat vui dugc gap cau...” roi dich nguoi qua mot bén, vo tay xudng san,
cho phep ching tbi, s6t sing mai ching toi ng01 vao vong tron.

Chris chuyén 6 ong diéu cho mot c6 gai miii hech cwc ky nho nhan c6 mai téc vang hoe cai
bang d6 nhung, ng6i dwa vao giwong, hai chan X€p gon. Toi khong biét tén, nhung nhan ra c6
4y chinh 13 vo ca ctia Richard bé Tam, Quy ba Anne, va mo ho nhé lai tin don ngoai doi c6 thuc
s 1a mot Quy ba ding nghia, mot ngay nao do sé thira hu'(rng vung dat dai rong lon cua
Shropshlre [4] C6 dén ldy 6ng diéu, hit vao mot cach vuong gia, roi duwa cho ching téi. “Nay,
cac cau?”

[4] Shropshire: mdt hat & mién Trung nwéc Anh.,

“Chuc surc khoe,” Spencer ho Ién, roi hit mot hoi that siu vao, la that, cau ta thuong rat
nguyén tac voi reou va thuoc 13, va thwcrng coi khinh nhitng ké st dung ma tay. “Thé cac ciu
dang néi veé cai gi vay?” cau ta hoi.

“An Do!” moi ngwdi ddng thanh noi,

“Spencer, cdu dén dé bao gi¢r chwa?” Chris hai.

“Chwa, chwa thé néi la t& da...” cdu ta nin hoi.

“VAy cdu da nghi mit hat mét nim dé di du lich chwa?” Marry/Ruth héi.
“Khong... han...” ciu ta ndi, chAm chim tho ra.

“Pang hoc nganh gi vay?” Chris hoi.

“Té khong hoc,” Spencer tra 1oi.

“Luc nay thi khong!” Téi nhanh trf bo sung, thé 1a Spencer nhin toi va cuoi ki€u ca sau,
trwoe khi hat mot hoi khac, squ hon tir ong diéu va chuyén no6 sang toi. Toi nhan 14y, bé vao
miéng, ho, 14y no ra, chuyén né di, roi khong khi tré nén im ling mot hoi, trong khi moi ngudi
ngoi nghe 'Van Morrison hat con tbi thi ho. Roi Quy ba Anne ddt nhién nh&m 1&n va néi ifu nhiu.

“Nghi ra r6i ! Bon minh choi tro ‘Néu nguwoi nay la...” di!”
“Tro d6 choi sao?” Spencer héi, chdm chim thé ra.

“Thé nay nhé, chung ta chon mot nguoi, roi ching ta di ra khéi phong, va nguoi do -
khong, 16n roj, chung ta chon mot nguoi di ra kh01 phong, r01 nhitng nguoi trong phong chon
mot nguoi khac va nguoi ngoal phong quay tre vao phong va di quanh vong tron, lan lwot hoi
nhung cau dai loa1 nhu, rm, ‘Néu vi nhu thoi tlet thi ngwoi nay la loai thoi tiét nao?’ va nguoi
do phai tra 101 va noi dai loal nhw Ngu'(rl nay... - y noi nguoi ma chung ta da bi mat chonra -

. S€ la mot ngay nang sang!’ hodc ‘ngay sadm vang!” hay bat ctt diéu g, viéc nhdn cdch héa phu
thuoc vao cach ta cdm nhdn nguoi do nhuw thé nao, va roi nguoi di ra khoi phong sé hoi ngum
ké tlep ‘Néu vi nhu cd, hodc mot loai do I6t, thi ngudi do la loa1 cd hoac do Iot gi?’ Va nguoi do...
roi chdm rai va cin man, c6 ay tlep tuc giai thich quy tac tro “Néu ngwoi dé 1a...” c6 1é tam hal
hodc ba ngay nita méi xong, viéc nay cho toi nhleu thoi gian d€é nhin Spencer, cau ra dang ng01
thon mdt ra, trong choang vang, b6i roi va clr tim tim cwdi mot minh. Toi nghe mot tiéng rac,
nhin Xuong, va nhan ra minh dang bép nat lon bia trong tay. Téi quyét dinh 1a hai dita phal
chudn khoi cho nay...

“Di ndo, Spencer, di uéng bia théi,” téi ndi, nam 14y canh tay ciu ra, va kéo dirng lén.

“0, cAu khong muon choi a?” Ruth va Mary gi dé thé dai.



“C6 khi dé sau. Gior phai uong bia cai da,” toi noi, gio lon bia con day ctia minh 1én, va keo
manh Spencer ra ctra, dong ctra lai va ta on Chua chung toi da ra khéi phong va di ra phia cau
thang.

‘Nhung to mudn choi!” Spencer cuoi rinh rich phia sau. T6i nhin quanh, cdu ta dang dya
nguoi vao tuong dé dirng vitng, mim cwoi mu mam, nén toi vo 1a can di nha vé sinh, chi vao
canh ctra & dau cau thang, va tron vao dé.

“Trong nha vé sinh t6i dwa vao bon rita, nhin khuén mat cuc ky thon ctia minh dé 1én nhuw
miéng thit lon ludc, va tu héi tai sao Spencer phai pha hong moi chuyen nhw the Toi yéu quy
Spencer, nhwng ghet ciu ta trong nhu thé nay, say xin va khon kho. Say xin va iy mi ciing duorc,
nhung say xin va khén kho thi that dang so. Khong phal lo cau ta tré nén bao luc, khong phal
lic nao ciing vay, trir khi cau ta bi kich dong, nhung toi phal bdo cau ta khong udng nita, va
thiéu diéu cay chai rwou ra khoi tay cau ta, toi khong biét minh 1am dwoc bang cach nao. Toj
cho 1a chung t6i chi can di khai, nhu'ng néu khong gap Alice t8i nay thi sé& phai doi ca tuan 1é
trugc khi c6 cudc hop nhom ké t1ep, ma t6i thi khong thé chd 1au dén vay. Su that 13, toi thay
rat khé Pha phach va Xa cach khi c6 Spencer & day.

Va té nhat la _phai tim cach bao cau ay vé nha vao ngay mai. DI nhién, trong khi t6i ¢ day
bén trong canh cu'a dugc khoa trai nay, tdi chwa phai quyet giai quyet nhlrng chuyén do, nhung
c6 mot tleng gb clra gap gap, nén toi gidi nwdc va dé y thay nguoi vao ddy trudc toi da te day
1én ban cau nhwra mau den. Toi dinh lau no di, va tham chi co mot cudn gidy vé sinh trong tay,
nhung t6i nghi rang lau nwérc tiéu cla nguoi khac 13 mot hanh vi hén ha, lam giam gia tri ban
than ma toi tung co gang khé nhoc IAm méi tranh dwoc, véi lai ding ra no ciling chang phai
trach nhiém cta t6i. Hiy nhé - Pha phach va Xa cach. T6i x4 nuéc va budc ra.

Alice la ngwoi x€p hang Ké tiép.

Nang dang dirng & nguwdng ctra, ndi chuyén véi Spencer, cwdi nhw nac né.
“Chao Brian!” nang vui vé néi.

“Té khong té 1én ban cidu dau,” téi néi, Pha phach va Xa cach.

“A, Brian, that... t6t khi biét diéu d6,” nang dap, bwéc vao va déng sdm cira lai.
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CAU HOI V& kich nao cong dién ndm 1594 trong dé hai ngudi ban cii Proteus va Valentine
cung yéu nang Silvia dep tuyét tran?

TRA LOT: Hai quy éng viing Verona.

“Thé cdc ciu ndi chuyén véi nhau roéi day a!” toi hdi Spencer.

“A...o.”

“C6 4y dé thwong cht?”

“U, c6 vé dwoc ddy. Rat sexy...” cau néi, liéc nhin canh cira nha vé sinh.
“Thu vi nira nhi?”

“Coi nao, Bri, bon t& ma&i no6i chuyén c6 nam phut thoi, nhung té khang dinh 12 khéng chan
ti ndo. V&i c6 nang trong chiéc 4o b do thi sao ma chan du'(yc ?

“Cac cau da néi nhirng gi? Co iy c6 noéi gi khong? Vé té dy...”

“Bri, xem nao, cw xt diém dam thoi. R6 rang c6 ay thich ciu day, nhwng ciu dirng thic ép
4 »
qua...

“Cau nghi thé& a?”
“Chac cti ludn.”
“Dwoc roi. Té vao bép day. bi luén khong...”

“Khong, t& dang do1i,” roi cau ta hat cam vé canh ctra nha vé sinh, téi bén di xuong lau va
chi khi Xuong cau thang du'(rc ntra duwong t6i moi bat diu thac mic khong hiéu ciu ra néi “T¢
dang doi” 1a y gi. “Té dang doi dén lwot vao nha vé sinh”? hay “Té dang doi Alice”?

Khong biét tir ddu co y nght chot hinh thanh trong dau t6i, va né cang dwoc cung c6 bai
thwec t€ phii phang khong thé phu nhan: Spencer dang tan tinh nang. Ciu ta di té1 tan day dé du
dé ‘nang. Cau ta nghe to1 noi vé nang va nghi rang, Nghe c6 vé hay ho day, minh phdi phd binh
moi duorc. Rot cudc thi day ciing dau phai lan dau - mui vi that bai voi Janet Parks lai troi day.
Cac c6 gai toi yéu thich lai thwong yéu thich Spencer Lewis, va rd rang viéc cau ta té ra khong
quan tam chi lam ting thém strc hap dan cho cau ta. Sao la1 thé ch? Cau ta c6 cai gi ma toi
kKhéng c6? Toi thira nhan la cau ta wa nhin, tham chi voi tu cach la moét ga dan ong khong hé
dong tinh, t6i c6 thé dua ra mot danh gia khach quan rang cau ra c6 ngoai hinh dep, bi an, tw
man, vO trach nhiém, ddc biét khong hé sach sé, ma tat ca nhitng thtt dé thi phu nit gia vor nhuz
khong thich nhtrng rd rang déu thich. Va phai roi, cau ra khéng Banh bao, nhung Ngau, ma
trong mat cda Alice Harbinson thi Ngau thi danh bat Banh bao, chic nhuw kéo cit duoc gidy
vay. DI nhién, bay gio t6i da h1eu ra, r6 nhu ban ngay; tén khon dé dang choi tro Heathcliff de
vuot qua toi. Ngay lac nghi vé chuyén nay t6i c Ia ban tay ciu ra dang mon men lén nguc 4o
b6 sat cia nang va..

“Chuyén gi v&i cau vay, mat thon?”

Rebecca dang dirng dwdi chan ciu thang.



“0, chao Rebecca. Ciu lam gi & day thé?”
“Té khong phai ké khong moi ma dén. Ciu biét do, t& dwoc moi.”
“Ai moi cau vay?”

“That tinh ma néi, d6 1a c6 nang Alice dé thuwong,” c6 dap va ldy chai rugu whisky nhé cla
minh ra khoi tui do khoac.

« Tha t ?II

“A, 0.” C6 ubng mot ngum whisky. “N6i riéng v&i ciu thdi nhé, té cho 1a c6 nang bat chot
thich tg.”

“Nhung t& twdng ciu khong thich co ay?”

“Oi chao, cb dy dwoc lam, mot khi cdu da hi€u c6 nang.” Cuwoi khiic khich, c6 cam cdi chai
whisky a an vao nguc toi, va toi nhan ra c6 say qua roi; khong phal say buon b3 hay thi€u nio,
ma la say dua vui, say nghlch ngom, toi cho day la mot diu hiéu tot, nhung c6 mot chut xa la va
dang lo, gibng nhuw canh Stalin trén van truot vay. “Sao, cau nghi t& dao dirc gid ha? Cau nghi t&
nén di cho khuat mét chir gi Brian?”

~ “Khong, khong hé, that tuyét khi gdp cdu, chi 1a t& nghi bita tiéc nay khong hop véi cau
lam.”

\

“A, phai roi, cau biét t& roi ddy, chang c6 thi gl lam t& thich hon canh hai tram sinh vién
doi klch ché chén say sua cung nhau ca hat ca, roi c6 hat cam veé phia phong khach noi
Richard Dé Tam, Neil-gl-d6 mu6n mat, 14y & dau ra mot cay ghi ta thwong va dang bat dau choi
bai “V6 si quyén Anh” ctia Simon va Garfunkel.

Tiéng na-na-na van ctr vang lén trong bon muoi phut sau do. That sy no co tat dan, va
chuyen sang mot cai gi khac, mot kleu than chu th6i mién, ngadm nga, c6 the kéo dai trong vai
ngay. Nhung Rebecca va toi khong mang dén, vi hai dira dang chen vao ngoi trén chiéc ghé sofa
& goc xa cua can phong, chuyén tay chai whlsky va cuoi dua.

“0i, lam quai ndo ma tin dwoc ga dan Neil Maclntyre lai tim ra mot cai tréng luc lac co
chw...”

»n

“Han 14y cai luc lac tir dau thé nhi?...

“Vé& van lai tir cdi méng cta han cling nén...” c6 ndi, miéng ndc whisky. “Cau nghi no cé bao
gior két thuc khong?”

rn

“Té nghi bon minh sé khong sao chirng nao ho chwa bat dau bai ‘Hey Jude’.
“Néu ho lam thé, t& thé sé 1dy kim dé xtr cay dan ghi ta khon kiép dé.”

Bay gio bira tiéc da dén hoi cao trao. Tat ca cac can phong trong ngodi nha déu chen chuc
nguoi, con trong phong khach, moi nguoi dinh chat vao ban ghé giong nhw birc hoa Cai be ctia
Medusa cua Gericault, mot danh hoa truong phai siéu thuc nguoi Phap thé ky muwoi chin. Toi
dang 1€ phai di lay thém ruwou, nhu'ng Rebecca va toi dang & mot vi tri rat 1a trung tam, duoc
nhét gitra sau nguoi khac trén chiéc ghé sofa nhé hai cho, va toi c6 thé nhan ra ruou dang hét
dan vi moi nguoi cr chay ludt ngang qua phong khach, tim may cai chai va gio no len anh den,
hodc kiém tra cac lon bia bi bo lam do gat tan. Ngoai ra t6i cting khong muon ct dong vi
Rebecca dang say, vui tinh va hoi suong sd, toi nghl vay, c6 tho hoi c6 mui whisky vao 10 tai
toi, gitp to6i phdn nao quén di ban nhac “The Boxer” (V6 si quyen Anh) cung Alice va Spencer
vao lic nay day chic ho dang thé hon hén va giao lwu tinh cam véi nhau trén mot dong ao



khoac.

.cau biét khong, néu té cai tri thé gi¢i diéu ma té& dinh lam mot ngay nao do, dau tién to
s& cAm dan ghi ta thuwong - thoi du'(yc khong cdm, nhung it nhat cling han ché st dung, dwa ra
mot hé thong gidy phép, gidng nhw s& hiru sung hay xe tai c6 thiét bi nang, nhitng quy dinh do
s& rat ha khac; khong dwoc choi dan khi mat troi 13n, khéng choi trén bai bién hay gan Itta trai,
khong danh bai ‘Scarborough Fair’, khong xem ‘American Pie’, khong hop xwéng, khong qua
hai ngwoi hat cung mot lac...”

“Nhung chang phai luat phap chi khién ngwoi ta hoat ddong 1én lat sao?”

“Chinh xac d¢ 1a muc dich ctia né, anh ban, chinh xac 1a muc dich ctia né. Ma t¢ ciing cam
can sa ludn. Y t(y 13, lam nhuw sinh vién chwa dd ngu ngdc va tw am anh vay. Phai roi, nhat dinh
cam tiét can sa.”

“Chang phai cin sa da bi cAm roi w?” toi hoi.

“Db la mot y hay, anh ban a. Phan déi duoc chap nhan!” r6i c6 uéng can giot whisky cuoi
cung trong chai. “Hién tai, ruou, rwou va thudc 14, chi c6 chiing 1a nhitng loai gay nghién dwoc
hop thirc héa. Ma c6 cai gi trong lon bia duéi chan cau vay ha?”

“Chi cé tan thudc thoi...”

“A, vay dé d6 di,” roi co bat gip toi dang cwdi. “Co gi dang cudi?”
“Cau..”
“Té c6 gl budn cwdi lam ha, dng twdng?”

“Quan diém clia ciu. Ciu c6 nghi ciu sé dam tinh di khéng? Cau biét dd, theo tudi tac y?”

“Dut khoat khong doi nao! bé té nbdi cho ma biét nhé, Brian Jackson. Cau biét dong chuyén
tao lao nguoi ta ké veé viéc ta s& ta khuynh nhw t& nao cho toi trude tu01 ba mwoi, roi dot nhién
ta nhan ra di sai duong va quay sang phe canh hitu chir? A, cdi mé ddy toan Ia nham nhi hét.
Néu ndm 2000, nghia 13, mwoi bén nam nita, bon minh van con 1a ban bé - ma té hy vong sé
nhuw vay, ban Brian a - dt sao di nira, néu con 1a ban, va bang cdch nao dé t& phai thay do6i hoac
thoa hiép quan diém chinh tri, dao dirc hay tinh than vé thué m4, nhap cw, phan biét chung toc
hay cong doan, hodc néu t& ngung diéu hanh, ngrng tham gia h01 nghi, hay tham chi c6 nhuom
mot xiu xiu canh hitu, thé thi té cho phép ciu ban bd t&,” va cd dy gb gb vao giita tran. “DPay.
Ngay ché nay.”

“Duwoc roi. Té sé lam vay.”

“Phai lam Phai lam.” R6i c¢6 chdm rai nhay mat, liém moi, cd uong tlr cai chai rong khong
trude khi néi, “Nay té bao, xin 16i chuyén mat ning may nhe véi ciu lic sang nhé.”

“Cau mudn noi gi?”
“Cau biét t& mudn nodi gi ma - d6 hét chuyén Sylvia Plath 1én dau ciu dy.”
“0, khong sao dau...”

“Y t& 13, t& van nghi ciu 1a mot tén dan toan tip, nhung té xin 16i vi da khién ciu roi vao
canh kho xi.”

“Ma tai sao t& lai hoan toan la...?”

“Ciu biét tai sao ma...”



“Khong, noi di, ndi té nghe...”

C6 nghiéng dau sang mot bén mim cwoi véi toi, dwdi hang mi den day. “Vi da khong quan
hé v&i té khi c6 co hoi.”

“A, thi... " ngay lic do toi ngh1 tO’l viéc hon co, nhung c6 qua nhiéu ngwoi dang nhin, con
Alice lai & trén lau, nén chi bén néi “... c6 Ié... dé [4n khac?’

“O khong dau, to e la cau da lam héng no roi. Lcn dé nghij duy-chi-mot- lan, anh ban a...” va
c6 dap dau vao vai toi. De nghi. Duy chi. Mot lan...” roi ching t6i ngoi do, khong nhin nhau
cho dén khi Rebecca noéi, “Ban ciu dau?”

“Spencer 47 Khong biét. Chac trén [au.”

“Té twdng cau bdo ciu ta bi suy sup tinh thian hay cai gi co ma...”
“A, phai roi, Alice dang gitp cau 4y viot qua chuyén d6.”

“Thé t& c6 nén gap ciu ta khéng nhi?”

Rebecca va Spencer la mot sy két hop ma téi chua ting hinh dung ra, va hau qua c6 thé la
tham hoa, nhung tdi can biét ciu ra dang o dau, dang lam gi va ban tay cau ta tuén xudng nguc
ctia Alice dll'O’C bao xa, nén tdi bao, “Néu cau mudn,” rdi ching téi nhac nguoi 1én khdi ghé va
bat dau di tim.

Chung toi IAn Iwot nhin kj vao moi phong, cho dén khi thdy ho trong mot phong ngu trén
lau & phia sau, nhoé va chit nich nguoi, dang dirng & mot goc, cach nhau nam xang ti mét. Xung
quanh ho nguwoi thi nhay, nguoi khong nhay, vi phong khong du cho, nhung ai cling lac lw dau
theo bai “Exodus” (Xuat hanh) ctia Bob Marley, va Alice ciing ltc lac vai, hoi lac nhip, cin mai
duwdi, va dung vay, ho khong hon nhau theo ding nghia, chi “dang noi chuyen nhung co 1€ ho
da hon nhau, néu xét tinh hinh ho ding sat nhau dén viy. Spencer mang vé mdt chang trai
quyén rii dang nhin L nghiéng mot bén nhw choc tirc, lam ra diéu bd giong Fonz [1], con Alice
dang do dan nh1n ciu ta v61 vé thich tha va dam du01 bat tréo tay trudc nguc, nhu dang thir
vai “co gai qué”, dwa ddy bd ngwe dwdi cdm ciu ta, phong khi cau ta quén sw c6 mat cua no.

[1] Fonz (hay Fonzie) la mgt nhan vat hw cdu do Henry Winkler thii vai trong mét vé hai
kich ctia chwong trinh truyén hinh My “Happy Days” (1974-1984).

“Cau ta kia Kia, trong goc ay,” toi chi.
“Pau da lon d6 ha?” Rebecca hdi.

“Cau ay khong phai phat xit dau,” toi noi, du khong biét tai sao minh lai 1én ti€ng bénh vuc,
ciu ta c6 1a Ia mot ga phat xitlam Chll’ hoac cling c& do.

“Nhin ngon lanh nhi?”
“A, phai, cling ding, r, phai r6i, cAm on vi diéu dd, Rebecca,” toi noi.

“Ac, dep k1eu day di, c nghét cai mat ra thé a. Ciu khong phai lo ldng vé vu ghi d1em do
dau.” C6 dang mia mai chang" To6i khong doan ra duoc, du gi cling khong thé tap trung vi bay
gior that swla Alice dang dwa tay Ién dinh ddu Spencer, nang cwoi khic khich roi c6 gang rit tay
lai theo kiéu dé thuong, nit tinh, cai kiéu tii-sao-lai-troc-16c-vay-né, con Spencer khom ngui,
cam tay Alice, dit lai trén dau, nhe rang ra cuoi ng& ngan kiéu Fonzie nhin nghiéng, miéng bao
khong, ctr ti€p tuc di, cam nhan di, hay cAm nhin. Tiép theo day cau ta sé chi cho nang xem
may veét theo trong nhu'ng [in danh nhau bi kiéng dam vao, va tdi cho rang that bat lwong khi
ta cao dau dé khién cho ban bé nghi minh bi khiing hoang tinh than, trong khi thuc t& d6 chi 1a



mot cai meo ré tién dé may co gai dep vudt ve ddu minh. Toi dang tu héi sé mat bao lau dé di
xuong lau, d6 nwéc lanh vao bat nwéc rira chén, quay lai va tat vao nguoi ho thi Chda phu ho
cho cau ta, Patrick Watts san t&i va gitp toi bang viéc bdt dau tro chuyén.

“... E, khong nghe té néi gi 3, d6 tam than?” Rebecca hai.
“I\J,...l\,l'm."
“Cau c6 dinh gidi thiéu té hay khong thi bao?”

“Nhat dinh roi, cing di nao. Nhwng ma dirng c6 dinh dang vao chuyén tinh cam véi ciu ta
day nhé?”

“Oi dao, cau quan tam té&i lam gi?” co tra 1oi, va ching toi cung di té&i do.

'"

“...va Patrick la ddi trwdng ctia bon té& day!” khi ching toi téi noi, Alice dang tw hao gidi
thiéu.
“Phai roi, nghe ndi roi,” Spencer ndi, khong nhin vao mat Patrick.

'"

“0, xin chao, Rebecca!” Alice néi, va, thit ky cuc, nang choang tay qua ngudi cd ay. Rebecca
om lai, nhwng nhan nhé mat may nhin t6i qua vai Alice.

“Spencer, diy la Rebecca, ban t6t cta t&,” téi noi at ti€ng nhac, va ho bat tay nhau.

“Spencer noi tleng That vui vi cudi cung ciing gip dwoc ciu,” Rebecca néi. “Brian ké t&
nghe rat nhiéu vé ciu.

“Phai roi!” Spencer néi roi mét khoang lang, nam nguoi chung téi chi dirng do, hoi lac Iu
nguoi, va roi dot nhién, tdéi nhan ra minh dang hét toang Ién...

“Nay, Spencer, cdu nén ké véi Rebecca vé RAC ROI VO'T PHAP LUAT cta cau!”

T6i khong biét tai sao minh lai néi ra diéu do, , nhung t6i da lam thé. T6i cho 13, that ra toi
dam chic, toi lam vay vi téi mudn giup do, mudn té ra than thién va dé tiép tuc cudc noi
chuyén, nhwng du sao thi ciing da 1& néi roi, va sau mot hoi ling thinh, Spencer van mim cuwdi,
hoi, “Tai sao vay?”

“Vi c6 ay la luat sw.”

“Minh dang hoc luit, hai chuyén d6 dau c6 giong nhau...”

“Khong han, nhung van...”

“Thé rac rdi véi phap luat cla ciu 1a gi vay?” Patrick hoi, bay gior lai c6 vé quan tam.
“Spencer bi budc tdi lira tién tro cAp that nghiép...” toi nai.

“Cau dua day a...” Alice noi, thinh linh chuyen sang phe canh ta ton trong sw cdng bang,
nang siét chat canh tay Spencer “... nhitng tén khén. Cau that toi nghiép...

“Duwoc day, Brian...” Spencer noi to, mim cuwoi nhung trong khong vui vé gi.

“A, néu ciu khong lam chuyén dé, toi chic 1a cau sé khong sao dau,” Patrick ndi, ra vé cao
thuong.

“Nhuwng cu dy ¢é lam nhu viy,” t6i ndi, chi d€ lam ré moi chuyén.

“Vay cau c6 viéc lam ha?” Patrick hoi.



“Chi 1a thu ngan. O’ tram xing,” Spencer [Am bam.

“C6 diéu ciu ta bi bat gdp...” nhung 4nh mat Spencer quét qua nguoi téi, nén tbéi nglrng

noi.
“Thé thi...” Patrick cwdi khay, nhin vai, “toi phai noi, chiic may mén, anh ban.”

Gio thi Spencer dang nhin t6i trirng trirng con Rebecca bat dau chit van Patrick: “Thé néu
ngoai xa hoi khong hé c6 cong viéc gi thi sao?”

“A, rd rang Ia c6 cong viéc & ngoai do6...”

“Khong, khong hé...”

“T6i nghi la co sé thay...”

“C6 bon triéu ngwoi thit nghiép!” Rebecca nobi, gior giong da khoé chiu.

“Ba triéu. Va rd rang hian khong phai la mot trong ; s6 dé, dung chwa? bo moi la diém mau
chét. Néu han lam thu ngan, han hién nhién da cé viéc lam nhung c6 ve so tién kiém dwoc
khong du trang trai cho 10 song ddc biét cua hin, nén hin quyét dlnh ldy tién tir chinh phu” -
toi tw hoi anh ta cé dinh cir ti€p tuc goi cau ay 13 “han” khong nita? - “ta hau nhu khong thé do
16i cho chinh phti vi mu6n 1dy lai thit ma ho vira bi Idy cdp. R6t cudc dé ciing chinh 13 tién ciia
toi...

Bob Marley dang hat bai "No Woman, No Cry” (Khong dan ba, khong khoc), toi dé y thay
Spencer dang bop manh lon bia, trung mat nhin Patrick sut ndy gi¢ bang cdp mat con do. Toi
bat dip anh mat cau ta trong mot giay, ro6i nhanh chong quay lai nhin Rebecca, c6 nang da do
phirng phirng va dang choc ngén tay mot cach thu dich 1én nguc Patrick trong nd luc xé nat trai
tim con dap cua anh ta.

“Tién ctia anh bao gi¢ ha, anh dau c6 déng thué!” Rebecca néi,

“Chua, nhung sé dong, thuc telatatca ching ta sé dong nhiéu thué. Va cir goi t6i la ke hu
1au, nhlrng t6i nghi minh c6 quyen yéu cau so tién do khong vao tdi cua nhitng nguoi ‘thit
nghlep khong phai that sw khong c¢6 cong an viéc lam...

“...ngay ca khi cong viéc tra dudi mirc mua dwoc banh mi?”

“Pdy khong phai la chuyén cua toi! Néu ngudi lao dong mudn céng viéc tét hon, anh ta co
thé lam nhleu chuyén; tham gia Chwong trinh Hwong nghiép, hoc 14y mot vai bang cip, leo 1én
xe dap va kiém...”... va nhitng loi t1ep theo Patrick noi la “LAM ON KEO GA NAY RA KHOI
NGUOT TOI!” vi Spencer thinh linh tién 1én, dong manh cang tay vao duoi cdm Patrick va tim
14y anh ta nhéc lén cao, Ién cao sat birc tuong, va mdc du dd thay Spencer lao vao nhitng vu au
da tinh dén gioccoléla bay tam 1an gi do, t6i van ludn bi kinh ngac, twa ho dot nhién kham pha
ra la ciu ta c6 thé nhay diéu clacket. Trong trueong hop nay, chuyén dién ra qua nhanh gon dén
ndi trong mot hodi lau khong ai bén ngoal vong tron thdy chuyén gi da xay ra, ho van tiép tuc
nhtn nhay theo bai “No Woman, No Cry”. Nhung sau dé chan Patrick bt dau da loan xa, lam
16m birc twdong bang vira, va Spencer bi budc phai 14y than minh dé 1én dé gitr nguoi Patrlck roi
dwa ban tay khong vudng viu 1én mat Patrick, boép chit miéng anh ta lai.

“Coi nao bo, ciu, hay vi Chiaa...” téi noi.

“Thé thi, cAu hdi s6 mot, hdn 1a ai?” Spencer rit 1én, khudn mat ciu ta cach mat Patrick chi
c6 vai xang ti meét.

Y caula gi?” Patrick lap bap.



“A, anh ct* n6i mai vé hdn - hdn la ai?”
“Dinhiénla cdu...”

“...tha anh tarada,” toi bao.

“Tao ténla gi?”

“Sao?”

“...coinao, lam on di, ngirng lai di...”

“Tén tao ay, tén tao la gi, ha thing khén dan don trich thuwong...?” Spencer néi, bép manh
hai bén ma ctia Patrick dé nhan manh, ddy manh dau anh ta ra sau tuwong. bia nhac du*ng lai v&i
mot t1eng soat, va moi ngwdi bat dau quay lai dé xem. Bay gior mat Patrick da thoang do hai
ham rang anh ra nghién lai, ngén chan so' soang tim mit san, anh ta lap bap qua nwéc miéng va
cam vat, “Toi ... khong .. .nhé .. duoc ..

“Durng ngay lai, hai anh kia!” ai d6 la 1én & ctra ra vao, & d6 dam dong da bat dau tu tap dau
cau thang. “Dang goi canh sat dén” ai do la lén, nhwng Spencer khong them dém xia, t6i nghe
cau ta noi, giong thi tham, tran dung vao tran Patrick, “A, cau tra loi dung la Spencer, Patrick a,
ma néu may muoén cho tao mot loi khuyén vé nghé nghlep, th1 hay thé hién chut ton trong, noi
thang vao mat tao day nay, thang trich thwong, khén kiép...

Va khi mot canh tay Patrick thoat duwoc ra, anh ta lai vung vay tlep, vung tay rong lén tan
tai Spencer, mot ct danh swot qua am 1 khong an thua gi, nhung ciing du dé lam cho Spencer
glam ap luc dé 1én c6 Patrlck roi dot ngot Patrick tan cong, chan tay dap dién cudng, anh ta rit
lén va phun phi phi giéng nhw dira tré bi choc tirc. Moi nguwoi la het, x0 day nhau Iti ra khéi can
phong bé xiu, va trong sw hoén loan tbi thay Alice dang nam canh tay Spencer, co gang kéo ciu
tara, glong nhw mot nit anh hung trong nhitng tam ap phich quang cao, , nhung cdu ta hattayra
khié&n nang nga vao khung ctta sg, dau dung kéu thanh tiéng. Toi thay nang cau nhau va dua tay
ra sau dau, xem cé chdy mau khong, t6i muodn bang qua phong dé dam bdo nang khong sao,
nhung Patrick van dang vung vay canh tay dién cuong, tan cong Spencer dir ddi, con cau ta thi
khom nguoi xudng né tranh, cho dén khi dot nhién thiy thoi co dén. Ciu ta dlrng 1én, dit long
ban tay Ién nguc Patrick, gitr anh ta khong voi toi duoce, kéo canh tay con lai ra sau va don toan
b6 trong lwong vao ndm ddm, danh manh vao mdt bén dau ctia Patrick, kéu mot t1eng bop rd
to, giong nhw miéng thit bi dap trén thét, 1am anh ta xoay tron mot, hai vong va nga dap mat
Xxuong san.

Im lang bao trum, roi dam nguoi voi va ao téi Patrick, c6 ngudi lat ngura anh ta lai, va ngdp
ngrng so lén mii va mleng, kiém tra Xem cO6 c6 mau hay khong, va thady mau chay day “Oi,
Chia o1i,” anh ta lam bam, “6i, Chda o1,” va téi nghi anh ta phat khoc khi Lucy Chang chen lén
phia truorc, lay tay d& dang sau dau, gitp anh ta ngo6i day, va tdi thuc sw chi nhin thiy ro ba
nguwoi sau do.

Rebecca dirng gitra phong, tay bum miéng, dé khéc do cuoi.
Alice dirng dwa vao khung ctra s0, nhin ha héc vao Spencer, mét tay cha cha sau dau.

Spencer quay lung lai Patrick, danh nhe ban tay vao khong khi, klem tra cac khép dét ngén
tay, hoi thd nang né. Cau ta nhin 1én tdi, n6i qua ham ring nghién chat ‘bi cha?”

Duwéi 1au bon ho dang cung nhau hat bai “With A Little Help From My Friends” (Vé&i chut
giup d& tw ban be).
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CAU HOI: Tinh trang viém mi mat, 16n mi mit, nhwoc thi va 1é tiém tang déu sé dan téi
diéugi?

TRA LOT: Khong thé nhin ré.

Chiing t6i tha bd trén nhiing con dwdng c6 mai hién trong im lang, Spencer di dau do phia
sau. Toi nghe tleng buéc chan cau ta trén via hé am uét, nhung t6i dd qua gidn, qua Xau ho
qué say va b6i réi, chang muén ndi chuyén véi ciu ta ldc ndy, nén c cdi gadm mat xudng va sai
buorc.

'"

“Bita tiéc tuyét that!” cubi cung Spencer ciing lén tiéng.
Toi photlo, giam bwoc di téi.

“Té thich Alice.”

“Phai roi, t& thay!” tdi ndi, khong thém nhin ra sau.
Chung t6i im lang di thém mot doan.

“T& biét, Bri! Thé con tro choi ‘Néu nguoi nay la...”?”
Toi bat dau buwdc nhanh hon.

“Coi nao Bri, néu cdu mudn ndi gi véi té thi hidy ndéi ngay di, vi chuyén nay that ngu ngéc
hét strc..

“Té ctr khong noéi thi sao? Cau cling dinh danh té luon ha?”

“Chuyén do chac hap dan lam dady,” cau ta lam bam. “Théi dwoc roi, bo téo,” cau ta noi,

“cau da n01 ro y cia ciu roi, bay glo chi can lang nghe té& thoi, duoc cht?” nhung toi van tlep

tuc bude. “Lam on di duoc khong" cdu ta nai ni. Tt nay thwcrng khong de thot ra, ma cau ta

no6i nghe nhw mot dita tré dang hon doi, budc phai néi diéu trai véi y mudn ctia minh, toi bén
dirng lai va quay nguwoi lang nghe.

“Duoc roi, Brian. T& rat ti€c... vi da dap... doi truweong doi thi Thdch thire Dai hoc cua cau..
nhung cau ta chura néi hét cau thi da bit dau cudi ric rich, thé 1a toi lién quay buéc lai va buéc
di. Sau mot hoi toi nghe budc chan cdu ta chay dubi theo sau, va t01 co 1é hoi lu'ong Iy, nhung
roi cau ta dirng tredc mit tdi, vé mat cau c6, nhanh nhen di giat lui.’ ‘“Thé ciu muon t& phai lam
gl ha Bri? Chi dtirng d6 va ch;u dung hay sao ha? Ga dé ctr xt véi té nhu ¢é rdc .

“Nén ciu quyét dinh danh anh ta?”
“bung...”

“Vi cdu khéng dong y véi anh ta?”
“Khong, khong phai tai vu do6...”

“Ma ciu khong nghi téi viéc tranh ludn véi anh ta, thao ludn quan diém cuia ciu, theo mot
cach binh tinh, dwong hoang a?”



“Quan diém cua t& thi in thua gi? Han ta c¢d khién t& trong giéng nhw mot thang ngu xuin
vO dung...”

“...nén ciu ma&i cau vién dén bao luc!”
“Té khong cdu vién dén né. Bao luc 1a lwa chon dau tién cta té.”
“0, phai roi, hay ho gém nhi, cau rat dir ddn ma, Spencer...”

“A ma, chinh xac thi ciu c6 1am cai quai gi dé gitip t& dau, ding chwa? Hay ciu so bi thang
cha d6 dudi khéi doi?”

“Té dirng vé phe cau!”

“Khong, khong hé, cdu chiba hoa chich choe vé may cai lurong tam xa hoi cao ca chét giam
tredc mat may co ban gai cia ciu. Néu nhw cdu khéng da dong dén dé tai do...

“Thé cdu muon té lam gi, gitr chat tay anh ta ra sau cho cdu 4? P6 cling la ban bé cia té ma,
Spencer...”

“Thang d4n d6 ha? Ban ciu 4? Quy tha ma bat, Brian, té hon t& nghi ddy. Han ta doi xr vdi
cau nhwrac.”

“Khong phai vay!”

“Bri, dung vay dd, t& da thiy han ta lam thé. Han ta 1a thang ngu toan tip va nhitng gi han
nhan hoan toan xirng dang...”

“A...{t ra thi anh ta ciing khong c6 gang tan tinh c6 gai t& thich...”

“O hd, khoan da nao.” Cau ta chan tdi lai, dit mot L tay 1én nguc to4, giéng nhw da lam véi
Patrick, truérc khi ddm vao mat anh ta, va toi tw héi cau ta c6 thé cam nhan tim t6i dang dap
nhanh nhu thé ndo khong. “Cau nghi té& dang tan tinh Alice 4y a? Cau thuwc sw nghi té& dang lam
chuyén d6?”

“A, theo nhing gl ma to thiy thi chuin day, Spencer a - may cdi tro ro ddu d6...” va toi dat
ban tay 1én dau cau ta, nhung ban tay kia clia ciu ta da tom 14y, gitt chit c6 tay téi va nim that
chat.

“Cau blet khong Bri, doi véi mot nguwoi dwoc cho la 6 gido duc, thinh thoang cau ngu ngéc
hét biét...

“Dlrng c6 ndi véi té ki€u day...” toi noi, gidt manh tay ra.
“Kiéu gi?”

“Kiéu ay dy, ciu lic nao cha néi véi té cai ki€u diy! Chuyén 1a sao, Spencer, cdu co can..
dap vo moi thur khong? Té rat tiéc moi chuyén diénra khong dwoc sudn sé voi cau lic nay, té
tiéc la cau khong duoc vui, nhung co nhiéu chuyén dé ]am ma Spencer nhitng chuyen thuc té
ma ciu chi chon khong lam vi cau thay dé hon la ctr to ra ngu xuan, pha hoal ché nhao, va lay
nhitng ngudi thue sw cd ging lam gi d6 cho cudc doi ctia ho ra lam tro cudi..

“Y cau la gi, nguoi gidng nhw cdy dy hé?” cau ta hoi, cuoi khay.

“Spencer, cdu chi biét ghen ti thoi, cau luén ghen ti véi té, vi té lam viéc cham chi, vi té
thong minh va cé nhiéu bang...

“O ho, gwom di ndo. Théng minh? Thé ma cu ciing néi duwoc 3, cai thing dang ghét tu phu



kia? Khi t& gap cau lan dau tién, thim chi ciu con khon thé budc noi cai day giay chét tiét cua
cau! T¢ da phai day cau cach lam. Cau phai ghi ‘trai’ va phai’ trén doi giay vai de cao sure tién
cho dén tan nam muoi lam tudi! Cau tham chi khong thé xem cho hét tran bong da ma khong
khéc ré 1én, d6 iy mi. Néu cau thong minh dén thé, lam sao cau lai khong biét nguoi ta noi gl
sau lung cau, ho cuoi nhao cau nhiéu dén mitc nao? Té da bénh vuc cdu nidm nay qua nidm no
ké tir khi b6 cau mat...

“B6 t& thi cé dinh dang gi dén chuyén nay ch?”

“Cau ndi t& nghe xem, Brian - cau noi cho t& xem nao.”
“Dé b0 t& ra ngoai chuyén nay, dwoc chir!” téi quat.
“Néu khong thi sao? Cau dinh lam gi, khéc l6c a?”

“Cam moOm, Spencer, cau la thang .c6n do.” Nhung c6 cdm gidc nong néng ngira trong mit,
cam giac lo lang so hdi quin that rudt gan, roi dot nhién nhan ra 1a phai thoat khoi ciu ta, nén
toi lién quay ngudi va di ngwoc lai con dwong chiing toi vira di.

“Cau dang di dau d6?” cau ta la vong ¢ phia sau.
“Khong biét!”
“Cau dinh bé chay ha Brian? C6 phai vay khong?”
« 2 = A N Y& \ N\ 7 =)
Phai, cdu muon néi gi thi noi.
“Thé lam sao t& vao dwoc?”
“Biét dworc, Spencer. C6 phai vin dé cta t& dau nhi?”

Va roi khi nghe ciu ta néi, kha lang ¢, gan nhu véi chinh minh “Thé thi di di. Xéo di,” toi
ben dirng va quay lai, mong la thay cau ta cwdi nhéch mép hodc cwoi nhan rang, nhung khong
Thay vao do6 cau ta ‘chi dirng bat dong & xa xa, dudi anh den duong, dau hoi ngang ra sau, doi
mat nham nghién, 1ong ban tay ap 1én tran, cAc ngén tay ndm chat lai.

Cau ta trong nhuw thang bé muwoi tudi. T6i cdm giac minh nén di toi chd ciu ta, hodc it ra
chi can ding gan hon mot chit, nhung thay vao do toi la to 1én ¢ cu01 con dwdng: “Cau di di
Spencer! Sang mai. Cau khong & trong nha dwoc nita. Vi pham ndi quy.”

CAu ta m& mat ra, doi mat wét, dd va mét moi, nhin toi tha thiét.

“Va dé laly do cdu muon té di ha, Brian ? Vi vi pham néi quy w?”

“Phai. Mot phan.”

“Puwoc. Phai roi. Té sé di.”

“Duoc.”

“Ma té xin 16i néu t¢... 1Jam cAu mAt mit nhé. Trwdc ddm ban cda ciu 4y.”
“Cau khéng lam té x4u ho, té chi... khdng mudn ciu & diy. Vay théoi.”

T6i quay ngudi, rao budc nhanh khong nhin lai, thay chic chan tu thuyét phuc la minh sé
cam thay on, toi ngang nganh va manh meé vi cuoi cung da diing cam dwcrng dau voi cau ta du
chi mot lan, nhung khong hiéu sao roi lai chang cam thdy thé. Téi chi cam thiy néng bikc va
tréng rong va ngu ngdc va budn b3, khong biét phai di dau.



T61 khong réo minh da di bd bao xa sau do. To6i mo ho biét rang minh git cai chia khoa duy
nhit vao nha, va diéu hop I€ 1a quay vé nha m& ctra cho Spencer vao. Nhung cdu ta co thé danh
thirc Marcus hoac Josh cling duoc chit sao; rot cudc toi dau phai bado mau. Tbi sé& cho cau ta du
thoi gian dé tim dwong ve nha di ngu, cho minh mot co hoi dé di bo cho gia ruwou va long da
bét roi boi, roi 1én vé nha tim cach giai quyét moi chuyen vao sang mai. Nhung sau mot t1eng
dong h6 con mwa phun bat dau chuyen thanh mwa niang hat, va mac du khéng han la chd y y cua
toi, du sao thi ciing khong phai c6 ¥ thitc, t6i nghiém nhién thdy minh dimng bén ngoai ky tic xa
cua Alice va Rebecca.

Canh cong trudc danh cho nguoi ngoai da bi khoa lic mot gio sang, thé 1a toi phai tréo
btra qua cac thanh rao chin cao xwa cii lam bang gang. Toi xoay x0 lam sao dé khong kich hoat
bat ky chuéng bo dong nao hodc lam coc dam xuyén nguoi, nhung roi hiu nhw ngay lap tirc bi
trwot chan do dé doi giay di nui tron va té nhao xuong cho duong dap cao 14y 10i ¢4 nhiéu cay,
cu6i cung danh ng6i xuong nghi bén dwéi bui cay do quyén. T6i chui 16p bun day & tay lén dam
la wét dam, cdi minh bén dwdi nhitng bui cay va cho ai d6 di doc theo con dwong lat séi vao
ctra chinh.

Nhiing giot nudc lanh 1€o nho giot tir nhitng chiéc 1a va chdy xu0ng gay t6i, va nwdc bun
bat dau tham vao doi giay da 16n, nén t6i cam thay chan minh nhw dwoc boc trong nhirng tam
bia cttng lanh, Am wét. Chinh ldc dinh tir bé va quay vé nha thi toi rét cudc cling thay moi nguoi
di xubng du'ong lai xe vao ky tuc. Toi chay ra khoi bui cay va di cach ho mot doan, va khi ho mé
clra toi lién la 1én “Cho da”, ho dirng va quay lai.

“Gitr ctra!” Nguoi dan ong, toi khong nhan ra, nhin toi day nghi hodc, “T6i quén chia khoa
roi! Tin duwgc khong! Vao mot dém nhuw thé nay'" Anh ta nhin vao giay va quan t6i, dinh day
bun dat. “Bi té ddy! Chua o1, wot sing ca roi!” nhung anh ta van khong nhuc nhich, téi ben tho
ngon tay nhop nhap té cong vao vi, chia the sinh vién ra - tin t6i di, toi la sinh vién - diéu nay
khong hiéu sao duwong nhuw lai lira duoc anh ta, vi anh ta lién m& cira cho tdi vao.

T6i rit nwdc khi di xuong nhirng hanh lang t01 dé lai mot vét dai dat mun trén san go cho
dén khi vao dwoc phong Alice. Co6 mot dai anh sang mau cam hep bén dwédi canh cira, nén t01
biét nang con thirc. T6i ép sat tai vao ctra, va nghe t1eng nhac - Joni dang hat bai * Help me”
(Ctru Toi) trong album Courtard Spark va toi gan nhu c6 the cam nhin sy 4m ap, sang sua
thdm qua canh cira go ndng né, va tuyét vong mong mudn & phia bén kia. T6i gd ctra khe khé.
Thuc ra la qua khé, vi nang chang nghe thay, toi bén go lai, va thi thim tén nang.

“Ai d6?7”
“Brian day,” toi thi thim.

“Brian hd?” nang m& ctra. “Oi, lay Chda, Brian, nhin ciu kia!” va nang ndm tay tdi kéo vao
bén trong.

Nang dan tdi vao gitta phong va ngay lap tuc lam chu t1nh hinh, ap dung cach xu su
nghiém khac nhung ti té€ ca tong quan thoi vua Edward VII - Dng ngoi xuong, dung cham
vao bat ky thir gi, cho dén khi lau kho dwoc nguoi cau, anh ban a!” - r6i nang bat dau luc loi
ngan keo, 16i ra mot cai ao len dan bang tay mau xanh lardng lung thung, mot cai quan thé duc
rong r1nh va mot d01 Vo ngan “Day nira nay, cau cin ca no6 nira day,” roi nang thao day budc ao
choang tam mau trang cia minh, c&i ra ném cho t6i. Bén trong nang mic chiéc 4o thun ngan
tay cli mau xam, bi co rit lén tan rén, mat trwdc cd in hinh chii ché Snoopy nam dai trong cili,
hinh in da bi n&t va nhat mau glong mot burc bich hoa thoi Trung co, chiéc quan chén rong
bing vai cotton mau xam, va mot doi vé den nam dwoc kéo xudng dwéi mit ca chan, toi chot
nhan ra, khong con nghi ngo gi nita day chinh la canh twong khéu goi va day khoai cdm nhat
minh tirng thay trong sudt cudc doi.

“Nhin cau kia - tay cau dang run.”



“Vay ha?” toi noi, va khi mé& miéng, t6i méi nhan ra rang minh dang danh lap cap.

“Coi nao, c&i do ra, néu khong cdu sé bi viém phéi day, nang cing coi ndi, ban tay mo
rong ra. Toi hoi cang thang ve Viéc thay d6, m6t phan bédi vi may qua ta chua that sw c6 co hoi
de dong gop gi, ngoai ra t6i dang mac mot trong nhiing chiéc 4o gi 1é di hoc cfi, nén chic chan
c6 dang ve giong mot dua tre mo coi thoi ky chién tranh. Nhung t6i nho lang mang hinh nhu
cai quan dui cua minh kha | dep, ma toi thi lanh lam roi, nén toi xiéu long. Nang dung ké bén khi
toi bat dau thay do, va dé y thay tay tdi run qua cdi ctic 4o con khong noi.

“DAau, dé€ t&,” nang ndi, va bat ddu md nut 4o, tir trén xudng dwdi. “Sao ciu khong di voi
Spencer?”

“Chang té c6 chat b-bo bat hoa.”
“Vay ciu ay dau roi?” Sao nang ctr héi mai vé Spencer thé khong biét?

“Khong blet c6 1& quay ve phong to roi. Nut ao dwoc mé ra, va nang lui lai, dé t6i cé thé
c&i ao somi ra. “Té rdt xin 16i vé moi chuyén...

“Chuyén gi?”
“C4u biét d6 - Spencer, v-vo vu danh nhau...”

“0i, Chua oi, dunglo vé chuyén do. That ra té hoan toan thich tha. Y t& la, t& chua bao gio
tha tht cho viéc dung bao luc doi véi than thé, nhung trong truong hop cua Patrick to san
sang chap nhan mot ngoai 1é. Cha, anh chang Spencer ban ciu biét ddnh nhau ra tro i nhi?” Mat
nang 14p lanh khi nhé lai chuyén dé. “Té biét khong nén noi diéu nay, nhung thdt long t& nghi
c6 diéu gi do ratla thu vi khi dan 6ng danh nhau cau cam giac duoc strc hdp dan, cau biét do,
glong nhu tran ddu clia dau si LaMa ¢ xwa ay.” Gior toi dang ng01 1én canh ban, co gang khong
dée vay bun 1én d6, g& soi day giay dinh bun nhay nhua ra. “Cé mot thoi gian ngan té tirng hen
ho v&oi mot tay d4m béc nghiép duw, va tung rat thich di xem anh ta luyén tap va thi dau. Sau do
ching to ludn quan hé voi nhau trong tinh trang nhuc duc thi vi nhat mau me ro1 bam t1m roi
cac thit, day 1a cai gi d6 ratla dep dé va khodi cam. Sau d6 con c6 ca mau trén goi nam ” rOi
nang dlrng do, mot tay « cam doi  giay mdc meo cla toi, va bat chot rung minh day goi cam truére
ky trc do. Toi bit dau rén rén coi cai quan dai w6t siing ra. “Di nhlen ngoai phong ngu va vii dai
quyen Anh, ching to khong co nhiéu diém chung, thé 1a méi tinh dodn ménh khi con trong
trirng nudc. Khong phai nén tang tot cho mot moi quan hé, dung khong? Né&u ban chi bi ho hap
dan khi ho ban khoa than va danh phot 6c mot nguwdi nao doé. Cau tirng danh ai bao gi¢r chura,
Brian?”

Toi dang ding trong mé& quan 4o, nén cu tra 1oi nhw thé nay cling 1a dé hiéu. “T¢ ha? Chua
o1, khong.”

“Thé bi danh chwva...?”

“A, dam ba ban gi do - cau biét do, chila o may san choi, au da trong quan ruegu. Nho troi
thi t¢ cling co dwoc cai dai den  trong mon tron duéi gam ban.” Nang mim cwoi, cam 1dy quan
4o cta toi, mat ngoanh di, roi bat dau giil va gap gon lai.

“Vay cau ta khong lam cau bi thwong ch?” t6i hai.
“Khi nao?”
“Spencer, trong vu danh 16n iy.”

“Khi nao?”



“T¢ thiy ciu ta day ciu té vao twong...”

“A, khong co gi, chi bi mét cuc u nho trén dau. Sao, cdu c6 thé thay vét bAm a?” Nang quay
nguoi la1 mot tay ré toc trén ‘dinh dau, va toi dirng sat phla sau, vén toc nang sang mot bén ma
khong nhin han, chi hit vao. Nang c6 mui ruou vang do va vai cotton sach, lan da dm va mui
dau goi Timotei, tdi c6 mot ham mudn manh liét 1a dwoc hon 1én dinh dau nang, cho nho 1én
chut xiu, c6 1€ la ché vét bam T01 cling co thé tin dung co hoi nay Ngay bay gio toi co thé rudn
nguoi 1én va hon vao dé roi néi “Rbi nhé, hon cho mau lanh!” hoic diéu gi d6 twong tu, nhung
toi lai co ti kiéu hanh, nén thay vao dé chi dé& ngoén tay nhé nhe 1én chd bj do tay.

“Cau c6 cam thay gi khong?” nang hoi. Alice, cdu khdng twdng twong dwoc dau...
“Chi c6 mot vét baAm nho xiu thoi,” toi néi . “Khong hé han gi.”

“Té6t,” nang noi, bat dau treo quan 40 tOi 1én 10 swdi. TOi van dang thay ao gi 1 va quan dai,
li&c nhanh xudng cai quan 16t, t6i thdy nhu thé minh dang lén giau d6 choi dat trén ban lam
viéc, ben nhanh tay kéo cai quan thé duc 1én va mdc chiéc 4o len van con phang phat mui cta
nang vao. “Té cé rieou whisky ddy. Mudn uéng mot chit khong?”

“Uong chir,” toi noi, r01 ng01 Ién giwdng xem nang rira so qua hai tach udng tra trong chau
rira tay. Trong anh sang cta ciy dén ban toi dé y thay phan da thit & bap dui nang that tring
tréo va khé lan tin, giong nhw bot nhao banh mi dang né, va khi nang quay sang mot bén,
nguoc sang, toi thay, hodc nghi minh thdy mot ti 16ng mau nau nhat 16 ra khoéi quan 16t nang
ngay ché phinh ra mém mai, nhé nhan dwéi bung.

“Vay cau tinh lam sao?”

T6i gidt minh. “Vé chuyén gi?”

“Ban ciu, Spencer dy.” Roi, lai thé nira - Spencer, Spencer, Spencer...
“T& khong biét - chic sé néi chuyén vao sang mai.”

“Vay ciu di trong mwa dé lam gi?”

“Té chi muodn cho ciu ta hai ba tiéng dé di ngu. Té sé quay vé bay gio..” téi ndi, gid vo rung
minh vi lanh...

Nang dwa tbi cai coc c6 mot chit xiu whisky. “Xem nao, dém hom thé nay cidu khong thé ra
ngoai d6 dwoc. Cau phai ngu lai théi...”

Den luc phai no6i nhitng 101 gia do khuoc tir roi. O khong sao dau, that day t& nén vé
thoi...” That ra bay gio t6i thay am nguoi roi, nhung van c6 gang lam rang danh vao nhau lap
cap mot cach gla tao, chuyen nay kho hon ban twong, nén toi khong lam qua, chi lang 1€ ndi,

“Té udng xong roi ve.

“Brian, ciu khéng thé ra ngoai dd duwoc dau, chi cin nhin déi giay cua cau la blet I” Doi
giay da 1on tan ta dang boc hoi tren dau 16 swéi glong nhw banh kep nong, va téi co the nghe
tleng mua quat manh vao ctra s6. “Té tir chdi dé cau di. C4u phai ngu voi t¢ dém nay”. Givong
ngt Ia giwong don. Pay 1a mot cai giwdng hep. Rdt hep. Gidng cai go twdng hon.

“0i, théi dwoc roi,” téi noi, ... “néu cau cir khing khiang nhw vay.”



31

CAU HOI: Nam 1745, nha phat minh Pttc Ewald Georg von Kleist va dén nim 1746, nha vat
ly hoc Ha Lan Pieter van Musschenbroek da cung vo6 tinh khdm pha ra cai gi dwoc lvu gitr trong
chai Leyden, m6t chai thuy tinh dwoc bit kin?

TRA LOT: Tinh dién.

Mot thanh nién, nhw tdi day chang han, dén tu6i mudi chin sé phai lam mot s6 chuyén
dwoc nghlem nhién cho 14 can phai lam. Chang han, ban c6 thé cho 13, & tudi mudi chin toi chac
hin da di may bay, hodc cudi xe mo t6, hodc lai xe hoi, hoic ghi ban hodc hut thudc 14 thanh
thuc. Khoang muoi chin tudi Mozart da viét giao hu'o'ng, opera va biéu dién truwéc hoang gia
chiu Au. Keats da sang tac bai tho Endymion. Ngay ca Kate Bush cling da thu am dwoc hai
album dau tay, con t6i thi chwa dn loai ngdé ngot dong hop.

Nhung phai ndi la téi thyc sy khong ban tam may chuyén do, vi toi nay toi sap stra lam
mot ct dot pha. T6i nay, lan dau tién trong doi toi sip stra danh tron dém trén giwong véi ai
do.

Thoi dworc, toi cin diém lai mot chut. Mua he nam ngoai, t6i ¢ chung trong mot cai l1éu du
lich loai don véi Spencer va Tone & dao Canvey, ciing kha 1a a am cing. T6i ngu chung giwong
voi me suot hai dém dau sau khi b6 mat. Vao dém truéc ddm tang dng, toi chia sé cai givong
don cua minh voi Tina, ba chi ho ngudi Ailen, nhung di nhién lan d6 khong tinh, vi bo ) qua mot
bén tinh canh dau budn va dleu cam Ky vé loan ludn, ngwoi chi ho Tina da, va h1en van la mot
nguoi cyc ky bao lyc. Noi trang ra, voi tw cach mot thang thanh nién, t6i chwa bao gi®, chua
tirng, ngu chung giwong nguyén dém véi mot thanh vién khac gidi trong gia dinh ma khong cé
quan hé than thiét va/hoac e s¢. Cho dén tan bay gio.

Chung t6i thic thém khoang mot tleng, uong whisky, ngéi bén nhau trén giwong, noi
chuyén, nghe album Tapestry va dia m¢i cia nhom Everything but the Girl. Biét l1a minh sé &
day lau, toi ben thu gian mot chit va ching toi bat dau vui Ve vui vé ding murc, hoi twdng lai
bita tiéc, vu danh 16n, vé mat Patrick khi anh ta c6 nhé tén cia Spencer. Nang ngdi thing lung
ké bén toi, ha1 chan xép bang, cai ao thun ngan tay duwoc kéo manh xuong bung cho ding myc,
nhung khi nang khong déy, toi c6 thé thay mau trang nén na va lan da hong hao phia trong bap
dui nang, cho bat dau chay xudng phan hom vao t6i tam.

“Nhan tién,” nang néi, “t& c6 mot chuyén mudn nédi véi ciu.”

“Chuyén gi?” t6i héi. Té yéu Spencer mdt rdi hay dai loai thé, téi doan vay.
“T6i nay té c6 mot vai tin tot,” nang dap, 1ap la 14p ling.

“Néi di...”

“To...1a... Hedda Gabler!”

“Chic mung! That la mot tin tuyét voil”. Thanh that ma noi, toi tham hy vong nang sé
khéng nhan dugc vai do vi nhuw ' vay dong nghia v6i viéc nang sé phai dién tap sudt, va mot
phén bai vi, glong nhw nhiéu dién vién, nang ro rang kha 13 té nhat trong bd mon nay. Nhung
dung bao gio noi rang toi khong c6 tai nang trong viéc thiéu thanh thuc. “That nhac hién! Vai
Hedda! Cau sé tuyét lam cho ma xem! T¢ murng cho cau Iam' t6i noi, 6m va hon vao ma nang,
vi rot cudc, toi co Ié cling kiém dwoc chut loi ich tir viec dé. “Nay, cau van dinh tham gia Thdch

thirc Dai hpc dung khong?”



“Nhat dinh. Té ki€ém tra roi. Thoi gian khong bi trung nhau, ngay ca khi ching ta lot vao
vong hai...”

“Chung ta sé vao.”
“Chung ta sé vao.”

Va roi ching toi noi chuyén ca tiéng dong ho vé nhirng thir thach diy ray va da _dang lién
quan dén viéc khac hoa nhan vat Hedda Gabler, chuyén do chang dé dang chut nao, vi that tinh
toi da doc bao gior dau, nén toi bén 1ap 1o chor do'l va nhin nang maot hoi lau, thé réi nang nai..

“...va diéu tuyét voi that sw chinh la Neil MacIntyre sé thu vai Eilert Lovborg...”
“Neil nao nhi...?”
“Cau biét ma - cai cdu Richard Pé Tam dwgc yéu thich hoc ky truwéc ay?”

“A, rala cdu dy!” t6i néi, ngu y, “0i, ra 1a thang dan cé cai trong luc lac!” Neil MacIntyre 1a
cai ga khon hay déng kich di danh phan lcrn hoc ky truéc chdng nang di khap kha 'khap khiéng
quanh quan ruou sinh vién dé ‘ ‘nhap vai” . Nhiéu lan t6i di dinh da doi nang cua gd, nhung
Alice ro rang dang rat hao hing v&i nhirng tra1 nghiém dang ch& phia trudc vi nang tré nén soi
noi va nhiét tinh khong thé tin duorc, vung vay tay trong khong khi, can moi, roi vo tay Ién tran.
Trén thirc te nang dang diém so qua mot cach xuyén sudt vé phan dlen cua minh, canh nay téi
canh kia, nén t6i c6 gang git tinh tao bing cach nhay mat moi lic nang khong dé y, roi thinh
thoang hec trom, lén lat vao hinh Snoopy bi nhat mau trén do thun ngan tay dang nang 1én ha
Xxuong cua nang, hay 1an da tai tai clia nang & dui trong, tu chup nhitng tim anh trong dau.

Cudi cung, sau doan Hedda ném birc thw tay cua ngwoi tinh yéu diu Lovborg vao ngon ltra
roi tw sat ¢ dang sau san khau, Alice noi, “Chua o1, t¢ phai di ti€u cai da,” va di ra hanh lang dé
t&éi nha vé sinh chung. Ngay khi nang di khéi toi lien lén lut lay chai ln khir mui dwéi canh tay
hiéu Cool Blue clia nang ra xai, va diéu chinh goc do cua cai dong ho bao thirc kiém radio voi
hy vong nang sé khong thiy la da ba gio sang va bat dau buon ngu Thé nhung khi quay lai
phong diéu dau tién nang lam la ngap va néi, “Dén giv di ngti roi,” va di t&i chau rira tay roi bat
dau danh rang.

“Té e la cAu phadi mwon ban chai cta té roéi,” nang néi, miéng day bot. “Hy vong ciu khéng
ngai.”
“Néu ciu khong ngai thi té cling khong!”

The thi cAm ldy,” r6i nang chuyén n6 cho toi, va toi rira dudi voi nwéc, nhung khong rira
hét, r6i ching toi _ding canh nhau bén chdu rira, toi danh rang trong khi nang tay trang bang
nuwoc tay trang mau xanh du'(mg Co mot chut budn curi khi t6i v6 tinh nho trang ban tay nang
khi nang voi tay qua chau ru'a dé 1y miéng bong tham, roi ching t6i nhin vao mat nhau trong
guong, va nang cuoi vui ve khi nhanh tay rira chd bot hwong bac ha cua téi ra khdi co tay.
Trong gidy do t6i cam thay c6 mot chut am cung gia dinh, nhuw thé hai dira dang san sang di
ngt sau khi da to chirc mot bita tiéc toi thanh cong ruc ré va vui vé cho nhitng ban bé than
thiét, nhung dai gi néi ra, vi rot cudc toi cling dau phai mot ké ngu ngdc hoan toan hét thudc
chira.

T6i c&i cai 4o len xanh 14 va quan thé duc ra theo cach khong qua khiéu khich tinh duc,
dinh dé nguyén doi vé cho thoai mai, , nhung quan 16t va v& nhin chang hop ti ndo, nén toi bén
coi vé ra dé canh giwong, phong khi can dén.

“CAu mudn nam sat twong, hay...” nang hoi.

“Sao cling dwoc ma...”



“Thé thi té sé ndm sat twong, duoc chi?”

'H

“Dong y!
“Lay mot ly nwéc nhé?”
“Dugc,” roi nang chui vao dwdi tAm pht giwdong tw chip v4, va toi lam theo.

Ldc dau ching t6i thit ra khong cham vao nhau, khong chid tAm, va réi cua ‘quady khi nhan
ra cai givong dung that 12 qua nhd. Cudi cling ca hai stra tw thé sao cho thodi mai, nam co tron
song song nhau, giéng nhw dau ngodc kép, nhung that ra toi dau dam dung vao nguoi nang,
nang nhw thé mot dwong ray c6 dién vay. Ma, trong mot chirng muc nao dd, ding la thé that.

“Thoai mai ch&?” nang hoi.

“U..0."

“Ngon ngon, Brian.”

Gi? “Ngon ngon a?”

“Cau biét khong, bo té& hay néi nhw vay, thay cho loi chic ngd ngon.”
“Vay cling Ngon ngon cau, Alice.”

“CAu sé tat dén chr?”

“Cau khong cé y bao té dua thang nhé ra chi ha?” téi néi, néu ban héi vi sao thi toi cho dé
la diéu kha di dom de noi luc 3 gio 42 phut sang, nhuwng nang khong noi gl hay gay ra mot t1eng
dong nao, nén toi ben tat den. Trong thoang chéc toi tw nhi viéc tit dén liéu cé phai 1a chat xtc
tac @& lam hai dia giai toa trc ché va gidi phong nhlrng thém khat tham Kkin ra hay khong,
nhung khong, né chi lam cho can phong toi thui. Ching toi van gitr dung tw thé trudc do, dau
ngoac kép, khong cham vao nhau, va chang bao lau r6 rang la sy cang co dé ctr gitr tw thé cung
nhic va khong cham nang sap stra khong thé duy trl nita r01 khac nao cam mot cai ghé gio
thang ra sudt dém dau co chtr. Thé 1a t6i hoi tha 16ng ngudi, va phan dui trén bong dung vao
dwong cong mong trai am ap cia nang, ma nang hinh nhw khéng ngai hay thuc cti cho6 vao long
toi, nén toéi cho rang khong sao.

Nhung gi¢ t6i nhan ra khong biét lam gi v&i canh tay minh. Canh tay phai, dang dat duoi
than ngudi, bat dau cd cdm gidc bi kim cham, nén tdi bén giat manh tay khoi nguwoi, choc vao
vung than Alice.

MOi!"
“Xin 16i!”
“Khong sao.”

Nhung gi¢ ching lai du dua khong phwong hudng phia trudc toi, o nhing goc do ky la,
giong nhu mot con rdi bi virt bé, con tdi dang ¢6 nhé minh van thudng lam gl voi canh tay khi
khong & chung giwong voi ai do, nghia la trong sudt cudc doi minh. T6i thir gap nhitng chi thira
thai méi la nay ngang ngue, nhlrng cling Khong on, va gio thi Alice da dich nguoi gan sat tuong,
kéo theo tdm pht, nén mdng t6i dang nam ngoai ria giwong, va bi 16 thong gio thoi vao éng
quan dui. Thé nén hodc la téi giat tdm chdn lai, hanh dong nay co hoi thé 16, con khong thi danh
liéu xich lai gan hon, ma t61 lam vay that, nén gi¢ toi dang nam co tron ap sat lung nang, thé
nay that tuyeét, va toi nghi tw thé nay ve ly ma noi phai dwoc goi la tp thia. T6i co the cam thay
hoi thé nang nang lén ha xuong, va c6 gang diéu hoa hoi thé cdia minh ding nhip v&i nang, hy
vong lam vay c6 thé ngt thiép di, midc du hinh nhw bat kha thi, vi rd rang tim to6i dang dap, qua



nhanh 13 dang khac, y hét tin con ché san tho.

Gio thi toc nang dinh vao miéng toi roi. Toi cO hat técra bang cach ctr dong mot loat cac
co mdt, nhung khong an thua, nén toi ben vwon cO ra sau xa nhat c6 thé, nhung soi toc van ¢
do, bay gio thi no lot vao 16 miii toi roi. Canh tay tdi van bat tréo trwdc nguc va ap vao Alice,
nén to6i phai vwon nguoi ra sau dé g&r canh tay ra gat toc di, nhung gior canh tay trai toi lai lot ra
ngoai tam chan, lanh, va t6i khong biét phai nhet né vao dau nita, con tay phai bat dau c6 cam
giac ram ran nhu bi kim cham, do chudt rut hodc mot con dau tim sap xdy ra, va mui Cool and
Blue du¢i canh tay hoi ndong, va quan dui toi lai htro'ng vao 10 thong gio, va ban chan t6i da lanh
cong, va tdi khong biét minh c6 thé véi tay 1dy ddi vér dwoc khong nira va..

“Cau c¥ cwa quay vay?” Alice lam bam.
“Xin 16i. Cha biét phai lam gi v&i canh tay té nita!”

“Pay...” roi nang lam cai viéc dang sitng so nhit. Nang vuon tay ra cidm canh tay toi va dé
noé 6m quanh Xwong swon nang, bén dudi cai ao thun ngan tay, de ban tay t6i dat trén lan da
bung 3 4m ap ctia nang, va toéi nghi minh cdm thdy dwong cong cda nguc nang cham ludt qua
cang tay minh.

“Pd hon chwa?”
“Tot hon nhiéu.”

“Budn ngu khong?” nang hoi, cau hoi nay that sy hoi bubn cuwdi, khi ma nguwe phai nang
dang cha vao co0 tay toi.

“Khoéng... han,” tbi noi.

“T¢ cling vay. NoOi chuyén vdi té nhe.”

“Vé cai gi?”

“Cai gi cling duwoc.”

“Dong y.” Toi quyét dinh dwong diu véi khé khan. “Cau nghi sao vé Spencer?”
“T¢ thich ciu ay.”

“Cau nghi cau ta choi dwoc cht?”

“Co chwr! Hoi tho kéch, day ' nang noi, bang giong khu Dong Luan Don trén kénh Radio 4
..x4c 4o, nhung t& nghi cau Ay tuyét [am. RG rang cau ay yéu ciu.”

“Thé a, t& khong biét chuyén dé day nhé...” toi noi.

“Khong, that d6. Ciu nén nghe cai lic cdu ay tdn dwong ciu méi phai.”

“Té twdng cau ta dang tan tinh cau...”

“Chua o1i, khong dau! Hoan toan ngwoec lai...” nang ndi. Thé'la nghia lam sao?
“Chuyén nhw thé nao?” to6i héi.

Nang do du, r6i quay dau sang nira chirng va néi, “A, cau y dwong nhw cé y nghi la ciu...
phai long té.”

“Spencer n6i thé 4? Véi cau, téi nay?”



« [‘JJm .»

Rala the O ngoai dé. T6i khong biét phai néi gl hay nhin vao dau nita, bén tré minh va thé
dai. “U’'m, cAm on Spencer, caAm on cau nhiéu lam...

“Té khong nghi cdy 4y mudén pha.”
“Sao, cau ta da noi gi khac a?”

A cau 4y kha | say, nhung cdu dy bao ciu that s la mot anh chang tét, 3 ma, chinh xac 101
ciu ay la doi khi cau hoi dan nhwng cdu rat 1a chung thuy, dang hoang, va khong c6 nhiéu gi &
bén ngoai gidng nhw cau va néu té cé y véi cau thi té nén... hen ho véi cau.

“Spencer néi may loi d6 4?”

“Um,” toi thodng nhé lai hinh dnh Spencer dirng duoi anh den duong, trong con mua
phun, hai mat nhdm nghién, [dng ban tay dit 1én tran, con tdi thi buéc di theo hwéng khac.

“Cau dang nghi gi vay?” Alice hoi, mat lai quay vao tuong.

“U’'m. Ciing chdng biét nita.”

“Nhung ma té ciing phai thira nhan d6 1a su that thoi, nhi? Y t& 1a té nghi né cé thé ding.”
“Chuyén d6 16 liéu dén vay a?”

“Phai, t& nghi 1a t& bat gap ciu thinh thoang nhin t&. Va roi c6 hen nhau an tdi...”

“0i, Chtia o1, t& xau hé vé chuyén dé 1am...”

“Dlrng nhw vay. Budi t6i thi vi ma. Chi la...”

“Sao.

Nang im ling mot ldc, roi thé dai ndo rudt va nam chit ban tay toi, ki€u cw chi bao cho ban
biét con chudt hamster da chét, va toi chuan bi san tinh than cho bai dién van “chiing-minh- 1a-
ban-bé-th6i-nhé” cii rich nhu'ng hiéu qua. Nhu'ng roi nang xoay nguoi qua nhin vao toi, vén toc
ra sau tai, vira hay toi c6 thé nhin ra khuén mat nang trong luéng sang cam rung dong cua cai
dong ho bao thirc kidm dai phat thanh.

“Té khong biét nira Brian. Cau biét khong, té 1a ké xui xéo.”

“Khong, khong phai...”

“That ddy. T4t cA mdi quan hé t& tirng c6 déu két thic bang viéc mot ai d6 bi tén twong...”
“Té khong ban tam...”

“Nhung ciu sé ban tAm, néu cau 1a té. Y t& 13, cau biét con nguoi té...”

“T¢ biét, cau da ndi té nghe. Nhung t& da noi roi, t& khong dé tam, vi khong phai thir sé tot
hon sao? Té mudn ndi, khong phai sé t6t hon néu thir mot phen sao, xem chung ta tién trién
thé ndo? R rang 1a tlly ca vao cau, vi cau cé thé khong thich té theo kigu do...

“A, tit nhién t& c6 nght vé chuyén do. Nhung tham chi con khong biét phai doi x& sao v&i
cau. T¢ that sy khong c6 thoi gian cho may chuyen trai gai, t& phai dong Val Hedda, con
chuyén doi tuyén va nhiéu chuyén khac. Té rat coi trong sw doc 1ap ctia ban than...

“Coi nao, t& cling coi trong sw ddc lap cia t& chi!” t6i ndi, di nhién dé la loi ndi dbi hoan



toan, vi toi biét phai lam gl voi sw doc lap co chr? Ma ban biét “doc lap” 1a gi khong7 ‘Doc lap”
la nhin chdm chdm lén tran nha nta dém, cac mong tay choc vao long ban tay. Doc lap” 1a
nhan ra nguoi duy nhit ta noi chuyén ca ngay 1a nguoi dan 6ng ¢ ctra hang ban ruou. “boc lap”
la mot bira dn sang trong & tang ham cida Burger King Vao trua thir Bay. Khi Ahce néi vé "doc
1ap” thi nang muon noi ve mot thir hoan toan khac han. “boc 1ap” 1a thir xa xi phadm cua tat ca
nhlrng ngwm qua tw tin, qua ban ron, qua ndi tiéng va qua hap dan dén ndi ching thé cam thay
bi ndi “cd don” deo bam.

Va dung c6 nham 1an, c6 don chic chin 1a diéu té nhat. K& véi ai do rang ban nghién ruou,
hoac roi loan an uong, hoac tham chi viéc bd mat khi ban con 1a mot dira tré thi ban gan nhlr S€é
c6 thé thay mat ho  sang [én khi nghe cau chuyén ké xuc dong lam ly dé dong long tric 4n 4y,
bai vi ban cd vdn dé, mot diéu gi dé dé ho co thé tham gia vao, cé the néi, phan tich, thdo luan
vé né va tham chi cé thé chira lanh no. Nhung neu ban noéi voi ai do rang ban co don thi di
nhién ho hinh nhw sé dong cam, nhung hdy nhin can than roi ban sé& thidy mot tay ho lén lut dwa
ra sau lwng, chop ldy nam dam ctra, san sang dao tau, nhu' thé sw cd don 1a mot can bénh truyen
nhiém vay. Chi vi sw c6 don qua nhat nhéo, qua dang x4au ho, qua don diéu, qua chan ngit va
dang so.

A, suot cudc do1i toi c6 don nhu mot con ran va da phat chan voi chuyén do. Toi mudn lam
thanh vién cda mot doi, mot moi quan hé tinh cdm, mudn cdm nhan tiéng keu ghen ti, nguéng
mo va t1eng tho phao nhe nhém khi chung toi cung nhau buéc vao phong - “On Chua bay gio
ching ta déu 6n ca, vi ho dang & day” - nhung ciing kinh hii mot chut, dang sg mot chut, va
nhay bén, nhu Dick va Nicole Driver trong Cudc tinh bé di, quyén rii va hoan toan 16i cuén lan
nhau vé thé Xac, glong nhw Burton va Taylor, hay giéng Arthur Miller va Marilyn Monroe, ngoai
trir viéc ching toi On dinh, c6 6c xeét doan va chung thuy, khong c6 suy sup tinh than thiéu
chung thuy hay ly hon. D1 nhién dai gi ma noi ra, vi trong giay phut nay khong diéu gi c6 thé
lam nang so hai ho'n may chuyen do, lam thé khac nao gio ra mot cdy riu, va toi chac chan
khong thé néi ra tir “cé6 don” vi nd thu'(rng khién nguoi ta thay khong thodi mai. Vdy nén noi gl
day? T6i hit m6t hoi that siu, thé dai, m dau, va cudi cung da nghi ra diéu phai néi.

“Tdt ca nhitng gi t& biét la cu hoan toan dang ngac nhién, Alice 4, va di nhién cuc ky xinh
dep, khong pha1 chi vi chuyén d6, ma con vi t& hoan toan thich dugc & voi cau, danh thoi gian
bén cau, va t& nghi 1a, a thuc sw ngh1 1 chiing ta nén...” va roi im ldng, thoi co cho hanh dong
da dén. Toi héon Alice Harbinson.

Va roi toi hon nang, thuc sy hon ding nghia, vao mdi va moi cho Moi nang am nhung lic
dau hoi kho, va hoi nitt né, nén toi c6 thé dé dang cadm thdy mot mau da chét nhé & moi dudi,
toi dinh can né ra, nhung tw nha nhu vdy co 1€ hoi bao dam, can w, chi trong vong mét vai gidy
dau? Hay hon phit ra, khong biét c6 dwoc khong? Ta cé thé hon da chét khong nhi? Chuyén dé6
thi dinh dang gi co ch? T6i vira dinh thir thi Alice dua dau ra, va toi twdng cé 1€ minh da lam
hong chuyén, nhung thay vao d6 nang chi mim cwoi so 1én moi va kéo cho da chét ra khoéi moi
va bo n6 xuéng mot bén givong. ROi nhang ldy lung ban tay cham méi, nhin xuéng dé xem cé
chady mau khong, liém méi réi chiing tdi lai hdn nhau, va d6 chinh 1a thién duwong.

Ban dén chuyén hon hit, t6i rd -rang khong phai tay sanh soi, nhung kha chac dé 1a mét nu
hon chdy bong. Rat khac so véi trai nghiém khi hon Rebecca Epsteln Rebecca la mo6t nguoi
tuyét voi, vui vé va nh1eu dirc tinh khac, nhung hon Rebecca Epstein thi toan la gai goc. Miéng
Alice rd rang khong gai goc, chi co sy dm ap va mém mai, mdc du c6 mui hoi miéng phang phat
hwong bac ha toa ra tr mot trong hai dtra, chic 1a tir tdi, cAm gidc van tuyét voi nhu trén thién
duong, hay sé& nhu vay néu nhw toi khong dot nhién nhan ra khong biét minh nén lam gi véi ci
ludi, n6 thinh linh tro' nén to ra va nhiéu thit, gidng nhw cai thir ban thay dwoc quan chat trong
bao nhu'a trong mot ctra hang thit vay. Pua lwm ra c6 ding khong, toi tw hoi? Va roi dé tra loi
ludi nang vira hay duara cham vao rang toi, roi nang cam tay toi dua 1én trén chiéc 4o thun tay
ngan c6 hinh Snoopy dang nam dai trong chuong, vao bén dwédi 4o, va roi sau do toéi phai thu
nhan 12 moi thi bat diu c6 mot chut 1o mo.
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CAU HOI: Erik Weisz, con trai cua gido si nguoi Hungari, nodi tiéng véi nhitng man tron
thoat va bién mat rat ky cong, c6 tén goi quen thudc hon la gi?

TRA LOT: Harry Houdini.

Sang hom sau ching t6i hon nhau nhiéu hon, nhung it dim dudi lang man nong chdy hon
dém qua, vi dang ban ngay va nang c6 thé thay cai minh dang ap sat mdt vao. Hon nita Alice c6
16p Hoi thao Mat na Hoa trang ltc 9 gio 15, nén chi sau tam gio toi dd cAm dodi gidy déng bun
va di ra phia ctra.

“CAu c6 chac 1a khong mudn té di cung cht?”
“Khong, khéng cin dau, 6n ma...”
“Cau chac khong?”

“T¢ con phai 1ay do, tam rira va nhiéu viéc khac...” T6i rat hanh phtic néu dwoc & lai dé lam
may chuyén do, va mo hd cam thay nén tranh thu glanh 13y, nhtrng bphong tdm & day la phong
tam chung, r6 rang dleu nay lam moi viéc tré nén kho khan, va ngoai ra, toi phai luén ghi nhe,
ra vé lanh dam, ra vé lanh dam.

“A, cAm on cau vi da tiép nhdn té&,” toi ndi, c6 gang tao ra ki€u duong hoang cho thay minh
hoan toan khong quat ngua truy phong, roi nghleng ngwoi hon nang. Nang ne di qua nhanh, va
trong khoanh khac téi tw h01 minh c6 nén thay bi xuc pham khong thi nang ngay lap tirc dua ra
mot s giai thich hoan hao: “Xin 16i ciu, h6i miéng 4y ma!”

“Khong hé gi,” toi ndi, toéi khdong quan tim k€ ca hoi thé nang thit sw, that sw hoi. Nang ¢
thd ra Itra toi cling khong mang.

“Ciu c6 thd ra Itra cling chang sao,” tdi nai.

Nang phat ra tiéng “hirm” day nghi hoac roi tron mat vui vé néi, “Phai roi, nay, tét hon 1a
ciu nén di trude khi ai d6 bat gap. Ma nay Brian?”

“O1il”

“Cau khong dwoc ké cho ai dau day. Hira chr?”
“Di nhién.”

“Bi mat cua hai dira minh ch...?”

“Chac chan roéi.”

“Nhat dinh nhé?”

“Té hira.”

“Puoc roi - san sang chua?” roi nang mo cta va nhin xuong cau thang dé xac nhan 1a
khong c6 nguy hiém rinh rip, r01 day to6i mot cach du yem ra khoi ctra, nhw thé day mot nguoi
nhay du mién cudng ra khoi may bay, va toi xoay ngwoi lai vira kip Iic nhin thay khudn mit
xinh dep ctia nang bién mat dang sau canh clra, nang cwoi, toi kha chac 1a nhw vay.



Toi ngdi 1én 10 swdi & ciu thang, vo ddi gidy hong vao nhau, rii bun dit roi vai day khip
san go lot.

T6i vé nha trong trang thai lang lang. Sudt hai tu gio chwa an gi ngoai khoai tay chién va
ddu phong, t6i doi gan cheét, lai con phai xoay xo dé kéo dan co c6 trong khi dang hon Alice, d6
1a mot dieu can thiét. Toi cling cé cam giac chong mdt, doi meo, buon ngu thuwong gap khi thitc
trang dém, va kha chiac minh van con cam cy dll’O’C la nher vao adrenaline, s phan chin va
nwéc bot cuia nguoi khac, nén toi dung lai & chd stra xe mua mot lon Fanta, mot thanh s6 ¢6 la
Mars va mot géi bAnh my Mint Aero dé dn sang, bat dau cam thay khée hon.

b6 1a mot budi sang mua dong dep troi, kho lanh, va c6 nhitng dam tré con dang niam tay
bo me, di bd dén truong. Khi dirng an Mint Aero ¢ vach bang qua dudng toi bat gip anh mat
clia mot ¢ bé ding ké bén, cd bé dang nhin to mo vao doi giay va cai quan dong bun lam toi
trong nhu' thé bi nhiing vao so6 ¢ la stta. Cai nhin khién toi nghi minh giéng cai hinh nao day
trong quyen sach tranh anh ky quac ma tre con thuong chu y, nén téi mim cwoi véi cod bé, cui
ngwoi xudng va noi to, bang giong diéu cta ]. D. Salinger [1]: “That ra ta vira bi nhiing vao so c6
la stra day!”

[1] Jerome David “]. D.” Salinger (1919-2010) la nha vdn nguoi My néi tiéng vai tiéu thuyét
Bat tré dong xanh.

Nhung diéu gi dé  xdy ra voi nhitng tir ngit trong dau va ¢ cira miéng toi, va dot nhién no
nghe nhw thé diéu quai gé nhat va dang lo ngai nhat ma nguoi ta di néi véi mot dira tré. Nguoi
me duong nhu ciing dong y, vi ba gian gilr nhin tdi nhw thé T6i La Ké Bat Céc Con Nit, ba ta
nam lay tay con gai va voi va bang qua dwong lic den con chua kip chuyén mau. T6i nhin vai,
vl da quyét khong dé diéu gi pha hong sang nay, vi muon leu _gitt nhitng cam giac phan chin
ndn nao nay, nhung c6 mot diéu khac lam toi phién mudn, mot diéu ma téi hoan toan khéng
thé rii bo.

Spencer. Phai ndi gi voi Spencer day? Xin 16i chang. Nhung khong duogc qua trinh trong,
khong lam chuyén thanh ra to tat, chi can noi kiéu, nay, xin 10i chuyén toi qua nhé, t& nghi
chuyén hoi vuot tam kiém soat, bo téo a, va roi ching toi s€ cwoi cho qua chuyén. RoOi toi sé ké
cho cau iy nghe Alice va toi da lam tlnh nhu thé nao, c6 diéu tdi sé khong goi nhw vay, s€ goi
chuyén do la “giao lvu tinh cam”, va réi moi chuyén sé trd lai binh | thuong. Di nhién co 1€ tot
nhat néu cdu ay van roi di vao hom nay, nhung toi sé thir ¢ ging, sé trén budi hoc, dan hoa va
hd tong cdu ay ra tram tau.

Nhung khi t6i quay lai Richmond House, cau ta khong & dé. Chinh xac thi can  phong van
nguyén trang khi hai dtra roi khoi vao chizu hém qua - khung givong, déng chan va nhing cai
khan tdm 4m wot, lanh 1€o, mui amoniac, Bia bdc Biét va hoi ga Calor. T6i ty hoi liéu cdu ta co
dé lai do dac gi & day khong, nhung roi nhcr ra cau ta chang dem theo hanh Iy gi khi t&i day, chi
c6 mdt cai tai nhwa cé to Daily Mirror cii cia ba ngay trwoc va banh my kep thit thiu, van nam
bén canh ban chd ciu ta da dat ching. Lo lang, toi nhat 13y tdi nhua, dl t&i bép, chd Josh va
Marcus dang dn trirng ludc va soi gia cd phiéu trén to Times.

“C6 cau nao gap Spencer téi qua khong?”

“Khong, t& khong gap,” Josh dap.

“Ga do khong di cung cau a?” Marcus lau bau.

“Khong, ching t& tach ra & bira tiéc. Té nghi ciu ta tw tim dwoc dwong vé day.”

“Sao phai th&? Sau d6 cdu da & dau ha, do nga lang diy bun ban?” Josh li€éc mat dAm dat.

“Chi ghé qua dém & ché mot nguwodi ban thoi. That ra dé 1a Alice,” toi ndi, réi nhé ra la
khong dwoc noi véi ai.



P

“00000,”bonho dong thanh la I1én.

“A, cac cdu biét thé nao rodi do, duoc dn cd ngd Vé khong!” t6i ndi, nhét dé’ng do cua
Spencer vao thung rac r01 bo di. Di nhién tdi khong c6 “chuyén do”, chwa bao gio c6 “chuyén
do”, sé chang bao gior c6 “chuyén d6”, nhung khong co ly do gi t6i 1a1 khong dé moi nguwdi nght
rang toi cé “chuyén d6”, ngay ca chi trong mot khoang thoi gian ngan ngui.



VONG BON

.. Rosemary dirng day va cui ngu'o'l Xuong noi vadi anh nhu‘ng loi chan thanh nhat ctia minh:
“0, chting ta dung 1a dién vién - ca anh va em déu nhu vay.

F. Scott Fitzgerald, Cudc tinh bé di



33

CAU HOTI: Trong bai viét nam 1926 ddng trén to LEF do Maya Kovsky lam chu but, Sergel
Eisenstein da dé xuat mot dang thirc dién anh méi it phu thudc vao trai canh tuyén tinh, hop
ly, bat bién, ma dua nhiéu vao viéc dit cic hinh anh cach diéu hoa ké sat nhau. Eisenstein da
dat tén cho loai ki thuat dién anh méi nay la gi?

TRA LOT: Montage of attractions [1].

[1] Ky thudt dung phim trong do hai canh rdt khdc nhau dwoc ddat ké tlep, roi mét cdnh thir
ba sé dan dat nguoi xem hiéu y nghia ciia doan phim. N6 rdt khdc so véi ky thudt dung kiéu
Hollywood cé dién.

C6 mot quy woc chung, dac biét duoc ghi nhan trong dong phim My chinh thong do6 1a nam
va nir ch1nh sé phai long nhau trong mot loat canh dan dung, khong dién dat dwoc bang 101, keo
dai, ki€u gi cling dwoc lam noi bat bdi mot vai diéu ballad cua dan nhac, thlro'ng c6 doc tdu dan
saxo-phone. Toi chang hiéu tai sao phai long nhau ma lai khong dién dat bang 101 - ¢6 khi nao
vi viéc chia sé nhitng suy nghl bi mat va khao khat riéng tw la moét viéc chan pheo doéi vaoi
nhu*ng nguoi khong phai lap tirc c6 day mo ré ma véi nhau. Nhung du sao, loat canh nay minh
hoa tat ca nhitng di€u vui vé ma nhitng ban tré yéu nhau lam cung nhau - an bap bo khi di coi
phim & rap, cong nhay, hon nhau ¢ ghé da cong vién, thtr d6i nhitng cai nén ngé ngan, udng
ruou trong bon tam day bot xa phong, nga vao bé bm di dao ph6 budi téi tay trong tay trong
khi chi tré nhitng chom sao khac nhau v.v..

A, vé Alice va toi, tudn vira roi hoan toan chang c6 gi Xay ra. Thuc ra, toi chang nghe dwoc
tin gi vé nang, digu dé cling tot thoi vi khau hiéu méi cda t6i la Lanh lung va Xa cach, va toi
dang dé tim rat nh1eu dén viéc khong xam pham vao sw doc lap quy gia cia nang, dac biét
trong thoi ky dang qua ban ron voi vo Hedda Gabler. Ma toi that su la khong ban tam gi khi
khong nghe tin gi tir nang. Thuc té&, ca tuan toi chi goi dién cho nang dau c6 nam, sau lan, ma
cling cha dé lai tin nhin gi, cai hay chinh 13 & ch do, co khi nao Alice nghi tbi da khong goi dlen
cho nang khong! Thi that 13, c6 mot Ian hoi khé xt khi Rebecca Epstein bit may, tdi phai khéo
1éo do6i giong trong dién thoal khac di mdt chit, nhung tdi nghi minh da thoat nan.

Thay vao do, téi dang lam minh quén lang bang cach nghe that nhiéu nhac ctia Bush thoi
trung ky va d6 toan bd cam xtc dat dao cia minh vao mot bai tho tinh t6i sang tac danh cho Lé
Valentine, con ba ngay nita, ngay tru¢c cudc thi Thach thitc. Di nhién t6i nhan thirc dwoc rang
L& Valentine khong gi hon 13 mot chiéu t1ep thi yem thé bi lam dung, nhung thdi diém Lé
Valentine that sw 1a mot sw kién Ién d6i véi toi, va gan voi viéc gui di cai thiép duoc viét theo
kiéu tap chi gia dinh Readers Digest tam c@. Bay gio toida tru'(rng thanh hon, tinh cam tré nén
siu sac hon, nén chi can gtri thiép cho me va Alice, gidi han ¢ d6 thoi. Di nhién theo khau hiéu
Lanh ling va Xa cach voi Alice, dang 1€ toi khong nén giri thiép, nhwng t6i khong mudn bi nghi
13 bd roi nang hoic, té hon, bi nghl la nhitng gi da c6 gitra ching toi chi la tinh duc.

Con vé bai tho, chic cling 6n, nhung hinh nhw t6i khong thé quyet dinh vé thé tho phu hop,
toi da thwr qua tho xoné theo kleu nha tho Y Petrarch, tho x6 né hoan chinh ‘theo kiéu William
Shakespeare, cdp cau ap van, cau tho Anh ¢6 sau cum am tié€t va thuong ngat sau cum am tiét
thir ba, thé tho haiku ctia Nhat va tho tw do, va c6 thé chon viét theo thé tho hai hwéc ndm cau.

Alice, an it, khuc khich, hut hit, phat xit...

Cuoi clng, héa ra miii Patrick chang hé bi gdy. Nhuwng n6 d6, méo mo va sung, dong thoi
chic chin ldy di vé ngoai dé& nhin cia Ngwoi hung Hanh ddng. Trén m4 anh ta cling c6 mot cai



theo, vira hay, trong kha ngiu va gai goc, nhuwng dai gi néi ra diéu nay véi anh ta.
“Pau khong?” toi hoi.
“Tréng n6 c6 dau khong?” anh ta cau nhau.
“Hoi.”

“Con phai noi, dau chtr sao khong. That ra la dau mudn chét,” réi dé chirng minh cho
nhirng gi minh noi, anh ta cham vao cho dau roi nhan mat mot cAch mau me. Chung t6i dang &
trong can bep gon gang theo kiéu _qun sy cua anh ta, pha tra ChO’ nhitng thanh vién con lai dén
cho budi tap dwot cudi trwdc ngay xudt hién trén ti vi. “Cau c6 hiéu dwoc 1a tuan téi mat toi
van sé bi thé nay khong? Khi 1én truyén hinh? Trudc mat hang triéu ngudi?”

“Khong nhiéu dén mirc hang triéu nhu thé dau, Patrick. Ma du sao thi tdi chac 1a ho c6 thé
che né lai bang cach trang diém hay gi d6.”

“A, ‘hy vong vay, Brian, vl it nhleu gl thi toan bo gia dinh cua toi cling c6 mat ¢ trwong
quay, va that chang mudn phal giai thich rang co mot ga tho 16 & khu Pong Luan Pon dau troc
da giy ra viéc nay vi bat dong quan diém chinh tri.”

“Nhung dé cé phailaly do duy nhat ciu ta lam thé dau nhi?”

“Han ta lam vAy vi hdn 1a mo6t con thd hoang dai chwa bao gior dwoc tha xich. Rat may cho
han 13 toi quyét dinh khong kién.”

“Kién ciing chang ich gi dau. Ciu ta lam gi c6 tién.”

“Doan dwgc ma. Toi khong ngac nhién khi hdn ta chang c6 ndi mét cong viéc dang
hoang...”

“That ra, ciu ta rat théng...”

“...cling chang an thua néu han ta cir cw xt cai ki€u nhw thé.”
“A, anh c6 hoi...”

“Hoi sao?”

T6i dinh noi voi anh ta la - vénh vang, ngu dot, kho wa, tho 10, trinh thuong - nhung lai
thoi, vi rot cuc thi nguoi ban tot nhit cda toi cling da dap anh ta mot trdn, nén thay vao do t01
chi noi, “Du sao di nira, cho anh nay - mdt mon qua giang hoa, dé xin 161, thay mat Spencer...
rdi toi chia ra mon qua, mot thanh sé c6 la to twdng cua Cadburys Fruit and Nut, mén qua
Giang sinh cta ba Jackson dén gi¢r van con. Chuyén nay cam giac khong dung dan cho 1am, vi di
nhién Spencer chang bao gio, chwa bao gio mo vé viéc xin 10i, va lic nay toi dang dlnh ném
thanh s6 c0 la Fruit and Nut vao canh mii canh httu khinh nguoi cta anh ta, hinh dung ra am
thanh va cham, mot tleng rac ro to nghe swdng tai, nhung thay vao dé toi lich sw dwa, vi rot
cuOc thi chung toi cling la mot doi. Patrick [Am bam cut Iin “Cam on nhiéu” rdi nhét thanh s6
cd la 1én trén ndc cai tu bép sat twong dé khdi phai chia cho ai.

Chudng ctra vang lén. ’ ‘Néu doé la Lucy thi cau phai xin 16i, Brian a. N6i that, toi thay cb ay
hoi run trudrc chuyén dé diy.” Toi chay xudng lau, mé ctra cho Lucy va con giu tric ctia c.

“Xin chao, Brian!” c6 vui vé noi.
“Lucy, t& chi mudn ndi 1a té rat xin 16i vi vu danh 16n bita trudec...”

“0, khong c6 gi. Té dinh goi ciu tuin nay dé xem thir1a...”



ALICE! Alice xuat hién sau vai Lucy.
“Chao, Alice!” t6i noi.
“Chao, Brian,” nang néi va nd mot nu cwoi kho hiéu, vi rét cudc, ching téi c6 mot bi mét.

Bu01 hop mat trdi qua trong yén 6n. Khong c6 tin gi méi vé viéc doi nao sé la doi thi, vi
nguoi ta thich gite bi mat chuyén do cho dén budi ghl hinh, nhung Patrick bao chiing t6i khong
duwoc hoang néu dé 1a doi | Oxbridge hodc Pai hoc Mo; “Ho da duwoc danh gia qud cao so voi thirc
te' anh ta bao thé. R01 c6 mot dong chuyen that vé viéc thue xe buyt nho cua d6i khic con cau
va dan ap phich quang cao & Hoi sinh vién cho ai muodn di co vii doi. Mot trong so nhing nguoi
ban canh hitu, to lén cia Patrick & khoa Kinh té da dé nghl lai xe buyt nho cho co dong vién
dén Manchester mién la chung toi c6 thé gom du nguoi. “Thé nén néu cac ciu c6 mudn maoi ai
dén dw, bdo nguoi ta ky vao mau don & Hoi sinh vién nhé.”

Alice du dinh moi cac ban dién trong vo Hedda Gabler, Lucy thi c6 mot vai ban hocy khoa,
con toi chi nghl ra mot nguoi duy nhat dé moi la Rebecca. T6i hoan toan khéng chicla co ay c6
la 6 ché giéu hodc hoan ho ddi kia hay khong, nhung cudi cling van quyét dinh moi.

“Nao...” Patrick néi, nhin vao to gidy ghi chép duoc danh may “... ndi dung cudi cung cda
chwong trinh hop. Chung ta cin quyét dinh vé linh vat ctia d6i!”

T6i khong thuc sy so hitu thir gi c6 du tu cach dé lam linh vat, ma Patrick cling chang SO
hiru thir gl co thé dwo'c coi la mem mai hodc thu vi, nén cuoi cung co hoi ngang bang gitra
Eddie, con giu bong yéu thich ctia Alice, va hdp so bo xXwong giai phau hoc cta Lucy, cai ma
Alice d3 hém hinh d# nghi ching t6i boc trong khin choang ctia trudng va goi 1a Yorick [2].

[2] Trong vo Hamlet cua Shakespeare, viéc nhin thdy chiéc so ctia tén hé Yonck dd khién
Hamlet thét lén man doc thoai néi tiéng vé cdi chét & héi 5, cdnh 1.

Chiang t6i dong y chon Eddie.

Sau khi két thiic cudc hop, téi phai chay xuéng phé dé bat kip Alice, nang phai di thang dén
budi tip kich.

“Cau sé lam gi ngay m...?"

“Tap kich...”

“Cangay sao?”

“A t& phai lam bai ludn nita, nén...”
“C6 hirng di xem phim khong?”

“Phim 4?” Nang dung lai trén dwong, nhin hai phia klem tra xem c6 ai nhin thay khong, roi
noéi. “Thoi dwoc. Xem phim.” Ching toi sap x€p thoi gian, réi toi chay nhanh vé nha dé thuc sw
chuyén tam vao bai tho kia.

Va chiéu hém sau, nang bé bai luan dé danh riéng thoi gian di xem phim vé1i toi. D nhién,
rap chiéu phim khong han [a noi Iy twéng, vi co hoi noi chuyén hoac that sy nhin nang b1 han
ché. Hon nita, nang mudn di coi Tré lai twong lai & rap Odeon va khang khang noi rang “Phim
ddy hai cur, budn cudi 1dm,” nhung t6i nhdm dén bd phim nao do cé chiéu sau tri tué hon kia.
Thé 1a thay vao dé chung toi di xem phim cam c6 tinh dot pha duoc chiéu lién tiép hai v & rap
Nghé thuat vao chleu thir Ba; kiét tac siéu thuc gdy sting s6t Con ché xiv Andalusia nam 1928
cua Dali va Bunuel, cung tac pham luan chién Xo Viét tai tinh Chién ham Potemkin nim 1925
cua Eisenstein.



Ching t6i mua trudc mot déng banh keo ¢ sap bdo, boi vi, nhuw téi giai thich, gia ban banh
keo & cac rap chic chan cao hon bén ngoai nhiéu, va réi on dlnh chd ngdi & day ghé & vi tri
trung tam, la hai trong sau nguoi trong toan khan phong beén tit, bAu khong khi chung xuong
day Khao khat duc vong dén nén, giong nhu c6 moét dong dién nhe dang chay qua nguoi ching
toi, gan nhuw c6 thé cam nhan duog, giong nhu mui thudc 14 Am wot va do udng Kia-ora bi dong
lai, r6i cai lanh, va cam giac mo hd cua sw xam chiém. Phim Con cho xtr Andalusia dwoc chiéu
dén truoc. Trong nhitng canh phim dang kinh ngac, trong mat bi rach doi va xac con Iira dang
phdn huy trén noc dan dwong cam, Alice nghiéng nguoi vé trudce 14y hai tay che mat, con toi
choang tay qua sau lung ghe mot cach kha cli rich, nhw thé dang bao vé nang khoi su nhin thiy
vao bén trong hoat dong cta tiém thirc pha lan gitra cai that va sw twdng tuong.

Roi den bat sdng va c6 mot lic nghi giai lao ngan ngui dé chung t6i an bich dau phong phu
s cb la 16n, uéng lon Lilt, tranh luan Ve chu nghia siéu thyc va moi quan hé cua né véi vo thirc.
Alice khong phai Ia mot phan ham mé. “N6 chi lam to s¢ chet khiép. That xau xi va can lanh xa.
Khong hé 1am té xic dong hay goi sw thwong cam, vy dé...

“Bé phim khong nhdm khoi goi hodc tao sw xuc dong trong cau, khong phal theo cach
tero'ng cam thong thwong. Chu nghia siéu thuc phdila va 4m anh. T¢ thay no rat xuc dong, chi
c6 diéu, nhitng cam xdc ma chung ta cam thay thwcrng thudc loai lo du va ghé tom..." va di
nhién diéu mia mai la, khéng giong cac nha siéu thuec, tat ca nhitng gi t6i mudn la khién Alice bi
cuén hat va khoi goi theo cach thwong cam thong thlro'ng, ch& khéng phai 1a cdm thiy lo du va
ghé tom.

Ro6i dén tat, va moi chuyén dugc khudy déng lai khi Chién ham Potemkin bat dau chiéu. Toi
tiép tuc liéc nhin nang trong subt canh _phim noi tiéng. Nhiing bac thang bén cang Odessa cho
dén khi nang cwoi dap lai, thé la t6i rudn nguoi qua hon nang. Va ta on Chida, nang hon lai toi,
mot lic lau, va nu hon tuyét voi. C6 moét sy va cham nhe cia mui vi cam quyt/ bo sira, vi nang
dang nhai keo déo vi ruou con toi thi cé dau phdng boc sé ¢ la, va toi that sy khong thé hon
nong nan chay bong duoc vi 6 cai nhan keo dau phong dang bi dinh & rang khon, ma toi Kkhong
muon ny hén tré nén qua nong nhiét va lan rong phong khi nang danh bat né ra. Cudi cung toi
khong con phai lo lang, vi mot lat sau thi Alice dut ra va thi tham, ‘ To nghi t&t hon 1a nén xem
phim. Té mudn biét chuyén gi xdy ra véi nhitng ngwoi thdy thi!” roi chiing toi quay tré lai véi
Chién ham Potemkin.

Luc ching t6i roi khoi sap thi troi da sup toi, téi cAm thiy hoi nén nao vi banh keo va nu
hon, nhuwng nang nam canh tay toi khi ca hai dl b0 bdng qua trung tam thj tran va ching tdi ni
Ve long nhiét tinh cach mang cua Eisenstein. Ong ay dung la cha dé cua ky Xao phim hién dai,”
toi noi, va khi cu01 cung can y khong biét noi gl thém vé cau chuyén u am do, “Ca phé hay banh
ran? Hay dén quan rwou? Hay quay lai phong ctia té? Hay phong ctia cau?”

“T6t nhat 1a thoi. T¢ phai hoc 1o kich ban.”
“Té ki€ém tra cho ciu nhé?” toi dé nghi, du linh tinh mach bao t6i da ki€m tra nang du roi.

“That tinh, t6t hon la té tw lam,” nang noi, va toi buon ba nhan ra ching t6i dang di vé
huwéng ky tic x4, va thé 1a chdm duat canh yéu ducmg cua hom nay.

Thé roi khi dén dwong vanh dai, chi qua bén xe National Express mot chat, toi thdy mot
thir va chot nay ra y dinh.

“Di v&i té mot lat thoi...”
“Dé lam gi?”

“T¢ co y nay. T¢ hira s€ vui lam ddy...” t6i khéo 1éo nam chat lay canh tay nang dé nang
khong bé chay, roi ca hai chay vé hudng ddm khoéi xdng diu xam xit cda bén xe, va bubng



PhotoMe.
“Chung ta dang lam gi thé?”
“Té vira m&i nghi dén viéc chup hinh ching minh,” t6i ndi, tim thiy dong tién lé trong vi.
“Hai chiing ta dy hd?’
ut]_-.n
“DE& 1am quai gi ch*?” nang ndi, hoi giat tay ra. Ban tay tdi ndm chat hon.

“Chi dé lam souvenir,” tdi ndi, nhung tir d6 khong ding. “Souvenir”, danh ti, bat ngudn tir
dong tir tiéng Phap souvenir, c6 nghla la dé ghi nhé. “Cau biét diy - cho vui 4y ma”!

“Thoi di,” nang ca quyeét néi, va toi tw héi lam thé nao 16i nang dén dwoc d6 ma khong can
mot cai khin tay tam thu6c mé bay gio.

“0i, coi nao...”

“Khong!”

“Tai sao khong?”

“B&i vi té trong kinh 1am!” nang noi, di nhién ngu y that sw 1a “Bdi vi cu trong kinh 1am...”

“V& van, ciu trong dn ma - coi nao, sé vui lam day, téi ndi, mot [An nita nam ban tay 16i
nang bang qua san truoc bén xe; sé vui l4m day, sé vui [dm, sé vui 1dm... T6i kéo tAm man nylon
mau cam bi ngam mui xang dau va thuoc 13, hai dita chen chuc chui vao buong, vira cya quay
nhuc nhich vui vé vira chinh chiéu cao cda cai ghe dau va nghi ra cach ngoi. Cudi cung Alice
ng01 1én dau goi t6i, roi lai phai ding lén dé toi c6 thé chuyen chum chia khéa va iy tién 1é ra
khoi tui, roi lai thu minh nép vao long toi, lan nay nang du dwa hai chan trén chan toi, va
choang hai canh tay quanh c0 toi. Bay gio nang dang tao dang, va dwong nhuw cudi cung moi
chuyén ciing tré nén vui vé, nén téi nga nguoi vé truede va nhét dong 50 xu vao khe.

Anh dén flash 16e 1én 1an dau ngay khi t6i dang ddy mé téc day 10a xoa ra khoi mat.

Pén l6e Ian hai, toi thdo mat kiéng, hai ma hép vao va tré moi ra, tao bd mat ngudi mau
nam dwa ludi phong ma, béi vi bd dang do6 trong rat hai hwéec.

Btrc hinh thit ba, tdi cd gang thw gidn, cuwdi mim, dau ddy nhe ra sau, miéng mé ra.
Va bic thir tw, to6i hon vao ma Alice.

Duong nhu vai tiéng dong ho da tréi qua khi chiing t6i doi may bic anh ra khoi may. Hai
dira ditng ¢ bén xe trong im lang, hit khoi xdng dau va nghe thong bao & loa phat thanh.
Chuyén xe 5 gior 45 di Durham sap stra t&i bén.

“Pa bao gior d€n Durham chwa?” t6i hoi.
“Chwa,” nang noéi. “Con cau?”

“Chua,” toi dap. “Nhung t& muon dén dé. Nhitng thanh dudng rd rang la rat dep.” Chiéc xe
kéu dm am vuot qua chung t6i, phun ra lan khoi thai. Toi dinh lao ra nam dudi xe. Thé roi, cudi
cung, voi tleng vu vu va lach Cach may nha ra mot diy may tdm anh, ching van con dinh dinh
chitléng rira anh va mui amoniac.

Mot vai bd lac nguyén thly tin rang khi chup hinh sé 14y di mot manh linh hén minh, va



nhin vao day anh nay thi that kho de khong nghi rang c6 1€ ho cé ly. Birc dau tién, tay va toc toi
che gan nhw nguyén khudn mdt, va thr duy nhit co6 thé thay ré do la mun quanh khoe m01 toi,
cai ludi 16m dom to 16n thi le ra thé thién, nhw thé tbi vira bi ddm vao mét. Birc thit hai, “tam
nguwoi mau nam hai hwoc”, co 1€ 1a thw rau 1 10 bich nhat ma ban tirng thay trong doi, mot hidu
Ufng dwoc tang CLro'ng b&i mot chi mot, con mat cta Alice tron nguoec. Birc thit ba, dU’O‘C dit tén
la “ti€ng cwoi!”, sang kinh khung va bi lo sang qua miurc, nén ban co6 the thay phla trén mii toi,
qua nhu’ng cong 16ng miii 16n x0n lén tan trung tam so den thui, va Xuong Vom miéng co gcr
mau hong, qua chd tram xam bac phu chan rang ham trén du'o'ng xuodng tan nap thanh quan.
Cu01 cung, birc thir tu, téi dang hén Alice v&i cal miéng tré ra day nép nhin, nit né trong khi
nang nhin nhé mit may, mat nham chat.

Mot birc d€ vao vi.

“Oi trovd,” toi la 1én.

“Cling dé thwong,” Alice ndi, lanh te.
“Cau mudn iy hai birc nao?”

“0, t& nghi t& khong can dau. Cau ct gir ching di, dé lam do souvenir.” Va roi tir doé lai
Xuat hlen souvenir, danh tr, bat nguon tlr dong tw tiéng Phap souvenir, c6 nghia la dé ghi nhé.
“Xin 101, Bri, t& voi lam phai chay day.” Va nang lam thé thit. Nang chay

Ng01 nha vao budi téi hom dé, thém nhirng chi tiét két thac vao bai tho, va nhin nhiing
birc anh dwoc dinh dan bang dinh 1én tuong - toi dang hon Alice, nang nhan mat - n6 khién toi
nghi riang budi hen hod vui vé cta hai dira ch1 thanh cong phan ndo. DI nhién tdi cAn quén
chuyén do di, nhwng toi lo 1a minh chwa thé ngu duorc trir phi lai néi chuyén voi nang, nén ben
mac ao khoac vao va thang tién dén quan rwou sinh vién, hy vong tinh c& cham mit nang sau
budi dién tap.

D1 nhién, nang khong c6 & do. Khi tdi dén noi, nguoi duy nhat toi biét la Rebecca Epstein,
cd dang bi vay quanh boi be dang nhirng ke hay gidn di that thuong. C6 c6 ve vui khi gap toi,
va bao nhu'ng dong chi ctia minh ngoi xich lai dé co cho trong trén chiéc ghé dai cho toi chen

vao ngoi ké bén co, nhung cai ban tréng tron; suét dém cd uéng hét bia lai téi whisky, va
dwong nhw da kha say.

“CAu da xem Chién ham Potemkin cta Eisentein bao gi¢ chwa?” t6i hoi, d€ mat tim kiém
Alice.

“Khong thé noi la di xem. Sao, t& nén xem ha?”

“Chac chan roi. N6 tuyét 1dm. Ho chiéu tai rap Nghé thuat sudt tudn nay diy.”
“Thé thi, dwgc thoi, ching ta di coi nhé? Té sé bung hoc budi trwa mai...”

“A, that ra, t& xem ldc chiu roi.”

“Di m6t minh a?”

“Khong phai. That ra la véi Alice,” toi noi, bang glong binh thuong nhit c6 thé. Nhung
Rebecca c6 thé nhan ra ngay diéu d6 tirxa va chop lay, “O, hai cdu dao nay than thiét gobm nhi?
C6 diéu gi ma t& nén biét khong ta?”

“Chung t& chi danh mot it thoi gian bén nhau, chi vay thoi.”

“bung vay khong?” Rebecca hoi, giong ngo vyre. €O a 4y bat dau quan mot diéu thudc 14 khic,
du van con ngdm mot diéu trén moi, va tréng giong nhw dang quan sat ai d6 nap dan vao dau



stng luc. “Ping... vay...” (liém gidy quén Rizla) “... khong? A ma, Jackson nay, chac chan ciu biét
lJam thé nao dé ban gai co thoi gian vui ve nhi? Mot kiét tac tuyén truyen X6 Viét vao budi
chiéu, sau dé c6 1& 1a mén cocktail tom & quan Luigi, ntra con ga nwéng vi va mét lit rwou trang
Lambrusco. That suw la mot cudc song xa hoa day nhé. Té chi hy vong 1a, sau mot ngay di choi
than ky nhuw thé, it nhat cd nang ciing dé cau r& mot chit vao nguec...

Di nhién diéu khon ngoan cin lam la khéng dwoc noi 1én dép moi.
“That ra, ching té chi di choi véi nhau théi,” toi noi.

Rebecca nhwéng may va mim cwoi véi chinh minh. C6 chdm diéu thudc méi truede khi cat
tiéng nai tiép.

“Bay gio cac cdu the a?” co noi, lang 1€, va lay thudc 14 ra khéi moi. “Lam thé nao ma té
chang bao gi¢ thdy cac cau di v&i nhau & ky tac xa ay nhi?”

“Chung t& van phai kin d4o. Tir tir tim hiéu,” t6i néi, khong dwoc thuyét phuc 1am.

“Phai, phai roi. Thé c6 phai tudn vira roi ciu da goi dién thoai mudn néi chuyén véi cod
nang?”

“Khong phai!”

“Cau c6 chac khong?”

“Dung vay!”

“Vi nghe cuc ky giong giong ciu...”

“.a.)

“...dang nhai mot cai giong kha buon cuoi...”

“...ado khong phai...”

“Thé& ciu da ngu vdi cb ta chwa?” c6 hAm he, di€u thudc lung lang trén cai moi treé ra.

“Cai gi?”

“Hai ngwoi da quan h¢ tinh duc chwa? Cau biét doé - giao hop, giao c4u, dn nam. Coi nao,
cau it ra cing phai nghe noi vé no6 roi chi. R6t cudc thi cau dang trong doi tuyén Thdch thirc
Dai hoc co ma - cau dinh 1am gi néu cau héi dé xuat hién? Jackson, tw Southend on-Sea, khoa
Van Anh, quan hé tinh duc that ra Ia gi? ‘U'mmm... Téi c6 thé ban bac véi dong doi khong,
Bamber? Alice, cai gi 1a quan hé ti...?”

“Rebecca, t& biétné la gi...”

“Thé ciu da lam chuyén do chua, hay cau muon gin gilk td tam than cho dém tan hon? Hay c6
khi nao c6 nang lo ngai ve lich st tinh treong cua cdy; rot cugce thi ngay nay cau khong thé qua
cin than dwoc. Ngoai trir viéc theo té nhé thi ciu that swkhéng cé lich sir tinh trudng nao..

R6i thdm chi con chwa biét minh dang néi cai gi, t6i 1én ti€ng, “Phai roi, a, c6 cai gi giéng
ctia cdu dau ma ké ha Rebecca.”

C6 lay diéu thudc ra khoi miéng, chong tay 1én canh ban va im lang mét lic lau.

“Hay 13m, Jackson. Hay 1dm.” C6 ndc nét it bia con sét lai, nhan mat. “Trung phdc, Jackson!”
Va roi ching toi ngoi im lang.



“Té khong co y...”

“...khong, khong sao...”

“...t¢ khong dong dén...”

“Khong, t& biét cdu khong mudn vay.”

T6i quyét dinh di khai.

“Thé ciu cé di xem budi 1én hinh khong?” t6i hoi, mac 4o khoac vao.
“Lén hinh nao?”

“Thdch thurc Pa...”

“Khi nao?”

“Ngay kia ay?”

“Khéng dwoc roi. Té ¢6 budi hoc phu dao, nén...”

« ”»

..c6 danh sach & bang thong bao lau hai day, néu...
“.. biétroi...”
«

.. chi can ky tén néu...”

«

..Xem sao da...”

“...t& that sy, thit sw muon ciu dén...”

“Tai sao?”

“...t& chi mudén thé théi. Gap ciu & d6 nhé?”
“Dugc. A. Co thé.”

_Toi tat qua ky tic xa cua Alice, cau may thoi, va dua thiép Valentine; ban tay lung khirng
dé & hop thu ciia nang, th: mot hoi that sau roi tha thiép vao. Roi toi tha than & do, gia bo doc
bang thong bdo, ngd nh& nang quay ve. Nhung toi khong muodn lai cham mat Rebecca toi nay,
nén ching bao l4u ben quay lai nha va vé dén noi vira kip ldc Josh dang nhét to gidy nhan vao
clra.

“A, ciu day roi, chang trai dang yéu. Ciu co tin nhan nay. Tll‘ mot nguoi tén la...” €6 Ié la
Alice chang? “ .. tirmodt ga ténla... Tone. Cau ta bdo cau goi lai gap.”

“That ha?” t6i hdi. Tone muodn cai [quai gi nhi? C6 1€ cau ay cling dinh dén diy choi. Minh
khong thé dé Tone dén &,  khong phai vao ngay mai, ngay Valentine, roi con Thdch thitc Pai hoc
va nhitng chuyén khac nita chir. T6i xem dong ho. Mudi mot gior rudi. Toi di dén budng dién
thoai & sanh.

“Chao Tone!” toi vui vé noi.
« A = . »”»
Puoc roi, Bri...
“Té khong danh thirc cAu chit? Vira nhan dwoc tin nhan 1a té goi lai lién.”

“Uf, khéng dau...”



“Cau dang dinh dén day & ha Tone? Néu ma thé thit thi ldc nay khong tié...”
“Bri, t& khong dinh dén &. Thuc sw thi t& chi thic mac 1a khi nao ciu vé day?”
“A...chic phai téi Lé Phuc sinh, hién tai thi chwa dwoc.”

“Khong, y t& la dé tham Spencer.”

“Sao, c6 chuyén gi véi Spencer a?”

“Cau chwa nghe tin a?”

Toi 4n 6ng nghe sat vao 16 tai, dwa vao twong.

“Nghe chuyén gi?”

Tone thé ra trong 6ng néi, réi noéi, “Cé mot vu tai nan.”
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CAU HOI: Hon 1 ctia ai c6 “thit quay trong dam tang ding lam d6 ngudi trong dam cuéi?”
TRA LOT: PAm cuéi ctia Gertrude va Claudius trong vé Hamlet.

Viéc dau tién téi lam trong ngay Valentine la quay vé Southend, truéc khi nguoi dua thu
dén, r01 vao khodng buébi trwa thi quay lai ngdi nha nho ¢ duong Archer. Ti mét tidu tir lac doéi
tau & phé Fenchurch, nhung buong vé sinh trén tau ltra lai bi tic nghén khiung khié€p, nén to6i
phdi doi dé roi bay gio cdm thay con dau nhoi nhéi & than. Téi chay vdi Ién ciu thang, lao vao
phong tim, va thét Ién...

“Ol CHUA O1!”
Mot gd dan dng trong nha tim, dang gdi dau. Ong ta ciing bat dau thét 1én...
“QUY THA MA BAT...!"”

Varoi me buocra khéi phong ngu, ba dang mac chiéc 4o choang tam vao, va qua vai ba toi
thay giwvong ngu btra bon, chwa dwoc don, cai quan chén dan 6ng mau doé soc trang vat trén dau
giwong, quan dai nam vitt trén san nha, chai ruou co ga...

“BRIAN, CON LAM QUAI GI MA QUAY VE BAY THE!” me la lén. T6i quay ngwoi, vi ba chwa
mdc 4o twom tat, va thay ga dan 6ng trong bon tam gio da ding 1én, mot tay ga lau dau goi roi
xudng mat, tay kia ndm chat cai khan mat quan quanh hang.

“Chuyén quai quy gi dang dién ra & day vay?” toi hoi.

“Chu dang c6 tam!” chu Des quat.

“Cho dwdi lau di!” me cau nhau.

“Con can dung nha vé sinh!” t6i nai ni, ma t6i dang cin that.

“BRIAN - CHO' DUO'1 LAU!” Bay gio thi ba quat 1én, quan sat 4o choang tam, chi tay xuong
lau. T6i chwa nghe ba quat thé nay bao gio tir khi t6i con la mot dira tré, va thinh linh cim thay
minh chang khac nao mét dia tré, toi bén di xuéng lau, md clra sau, va té vao goc vuon.

Toi ng01 trong bep cho 4m nwoc soi, lang nghe tiéng chd Des va me dang lén lut budc
xudng cau thang, roi thi thAm to nho & 0 hanh lang, giong nhw mot doi thi€u nién. Toi nghi minh
nghe thiy “Em sé goi lai cho anh sao” r01 tiéng hon nhau, tiéng me téi hén chu Des, réi ctra
trudc dong lai, toi nghe tleng X80 X&0 clia que diém duoc danh Ién, tiéng me nuot khéi thudc,
thé ra cham cham va roi ba ding sau lung t6i 0 ngudng ctra, mac b do6 thé duc xanh nuéc
bién, mot tay cAm diéu thudc rit hoi sau, tay kia cim ly rwou sui.

Am nwéc van chua soi.

Cudi cing me noi, “Me twdng con di thang t&i bénh vién?”
“Con bi 1& gior tham bénh bubi trwa roi. Pén sau vay.”

“Me khéng nghi con vé.”

“A, khong, rd rang la khong. VAy - c6 chuyén gi vdi viéc tam riva ca chd Des & trén vay?”



“Dirng gid cai giong do ra, Brian...”

“Giong nao?”

n

“Con biét giong nao con gi,” va ba ndc can ly reou. Am nwéc cudi cung ciing kéu lach cach.

“Con dang pha ca phé ha?”
“Co vé vay.”
“Pha me mét c6c. R6i vao phong khach. Me con minh néi chuyén mét chat.”

0i, Chtia oi. Tim t6i chung xuong Hai me con chuan bi c6 mot cudc noi chuyén, trao d01
thang than noi that long, mot d6i mot. Hai me con sé noi chuyen véi nhau nhu nhirng nguoi
trwdng thanh. T01 da xoay X0O dé tranh | chuyén nay tu hoi nao dén gio. B6 mat trude khi 6ng ¢
thé noi vé viéc “khi-mot- -nguoi-dan-6ng-va- mot-phu- nir-thich-nhau”, va toi nghi me chac
han cho rang chuyen dé sé ching bao gid xay ra, hodc Ia toi sé tw minh phat hién ra sw bi 4n ky
la ctia tinh yéu thé xac bang cach nay hay cach khac ma t6i cho rang minh da thé that, cling
tam duoc, dung trudc mot thung rac di dong . o ph1a sau Littlewoods. Nhung khong thé né
tranh mai. T6i 13y hai cai coc ra khéi gia, cho may thia bot ca phé vao va c6 gang nghi xem nén
ngam nghi gi bay gio. To6i c6 gang tuong twong ra 101 bién minh vé viéc chu Des ¢ trong phong
tam nha t6i lic mot gio trwa vao ngay Valentine, nhung khong thé nghi ra. T4t ca nhing gi xuat
hién trong dau t6i 1a loi giai thich r6 rang, va i giai thich rd rang do... khong thé twdng tuwong
noi. Cha Des va me. Chu Des ¢ cach ba nha va me lén givong voi nhau gitra thanh thién bach
nhat, cht Des va me dang...

Am so0i.

Me dang ng01 trong phong khach, rit hoi sau diéu Rothmans va nhin sdm soi vao man ctra.
T6i dwa cho ba céc ca phé va ng01 U ri trén ghé sofa, im lang, va tw héi liéu day c6 phai la cdm
giac khi vo ban néi rang c6 4y mudn ly di hay khong.

To6i dé y thady tam thiép Valentine ctia minh trén bé 160 swdi, mot tdm bwu thi€p cé tranh
cua danh hc_)a Chagall. “Con thdy me di nhan dwoc thiép roi!”

“Gi? A phai. Cam on con nhiéu, cung a. Rit dé thuwong.”
“L\ b-/\'tth-/\ d ';-?" t/\-h')- ~ /t ~N < t') At 1
am sao me biét thiép do con gti?” t6i héi, yéu &t cd gang to ra vo tw lu.

“A con viét, ‘Glri Me’ trén do, nén...” ba guong cuoi, roi quay nguoi ve ph1a clra s6 va thoi
khoi 1én tim klnh thé manh dén n01 tAm man CLra lay dong Cuoi cung, ba noi, “Brian, chu Des
va me dang co.. ” chacba dinh néi “chuyén riéng”, nhung roi néi thing ra dang c6...quan hé.”

“Bao lau roi?”

“Cling mot thoi gian réi. Ké tir thang Mwdi nam ngoai.”

“Y me 12 tir khi con di?”

“C& d6. Ong dy dén dn ca ri vao mot tdi, bau ban véi me, roi chuyén no xo chuyén kia roi
thi, Brian, me dinh n6i con nghe hom Giang smh nhwng con khong c6 mit thwong xuyén & nha,
ma me thi khéng muén néi qua dién thoai...

“Khéng sao. Khdng sao, con hinh dung dwoc ma,” toéi IAm bam. “Viy chuyén c6... nghiém
tuc khong?”

“Me nghi la cé. A...” ba lai hit thudc, biu méi, thé ra va néi “... sw that 1a me va chd dang
ban chuyén dam cwoi.”



“‘Sao co?”’

“Chu ay hoi cwdi me.”
“Cht Des 47"

“Phai.”

“Cwdi cha y 47"
“Brian...”

“Va me noi dong y roi a?”

. me biét con khong chip nhan, me biét con khong thich chu 3 ay, nhung me that sy thich
Des rat nhidu. Cht 4 dy 1a mot ngudi dan 6ng tot, lai con thich me, va lam cho me cuoi. Ma me da
bon muwoi mot tu01 roi Brian, me biét con nghl chuyén nay co ve ci rich - Chuda biét déi khi
chuyén nghe c6 vé ciirich that nhung mot ngay nao do con sé bon mwoi mét tuoi, ngay do sé
dén nhanh hon con twéng day Du sao, me van, Van a, me van thay cé don, Brian 3, me van
thich cé ngudi bau ban lic nay lic no, mot chut...” ba rit mot hoi thuoc 13, nhin xuong san, “... a,
me xin 10i, nhung Brian, b6 con da mat lau ldm rdi, ma me Va Des ciling khong lam diéu gl sai
trai ca. Me sé khong dé minh cdm thay dang lam gi sai tréi..

Toi van dang ¢ hiéu chuyén gi dang xay ra. “Vy me dinh cuéi 6ng?”
“Me cho la vay..."

“Me khong biét a?”

“Phai! Phai, me sap ldy chd 4y!”

“Khi nao?”

“Chac cudi nim. Khong c6 gi phai voi hét.”

“Roi sau d6 thi thé nao?”

“Chu a ay dinh don dén ddy, & voi me. Me va chu dang tinh... " roi ba ngung noi, lai cang
thang, va toi khong twdng ndi ba c6 thé néi vai toi dieu gi khac “... tinh bién noi nay thanh Nha
tro.”

T6i nghi minh dang cuo1i, khong phai vi cam thdy chuyén nay ngo, hay trén thuc té bat ky
phan nao trong chuyén nay ngd, toi chi cwdi vi khong biét phan trng nhuw thé nao cho thich hop.

“Me noi dua.”

“Khéng, khong hé.”

“Phuc vu Chod ngt va Diém tam?”
nl‘_}:.»

“Nhwng lam gi c6 phong!”

“Khong phai cho cac hd gia dinh - chi cho nhitng ngu'(rl doc than, hoac nhitng cdp vo
chong tré, doanh nhan. Des dang dinh stta sang lai gac xép” - ba cing thang 11ec nhin toi, roi
quay sang nhin vao tAm man - “va phong con. Me va chti nghi nén don phong con.”

“Roi d6 dac cia con thi sao?”



“Me va chd nghi con c6 thé... dem n6 di theo.”

“Me ném con ra khéi phong cia con day a!”

“Khong phai ném con ra, chi... dé nghi con chuyén d6 dac di thoi.”
“Dén trwong?”

“Phai! Hoac chuyen di hodc Ia bo di. Bri, do chi la dong sach truyen va mo6 hinh may bay
thoi ma, con sé khong can may thir d6 dau. Néi sao thi con ciling 1én roi...

“Tém lai con dang bi tong c6 di!”

“bung c6 gan do thé, di nhlen khong phai roi. Con van c6 thé vé day vao ngay nghi néu con
that sw muon, va vao ky nghl he...

“Nhung d6 chang phai 1a mua cao diém ctia me sao...”
“Brian...”

“A, thé s& tot cho me va chi Des 1dm day, me a, nhwng me dinh tinh bao nhiéu mét dém
vay?” Bay gid thi toi c6 thé nghe thiy giong clia mlnh cao va ngot nhat.

“Lam on dirng cw xt& nhw thé, Brian...” me ndi.

“A, thé me mong con sé lam gi? Y con 1a, con chi bi ném ra khoi ng6i nha ctia minh chir c6
hY A ”
gi dau...

Thé 1a ba xoay nguwdi, quay sang toi, lay phan con lai cua diéu thuéc dam vao t6i va quat to,
“Brian, day khong con la nha cua con nita!”

“D thé co ddy!”

“Khoéng, me rat tlec nhung khong con nira! Con da ¢ day, sao ha, c6 mot tuan vao lé Giang
sinh? C6 mot tuan, ma tham chi con con khong thé doi hét mot tudn da quay vé trwong. Cudi
tuan con khong vé, hang tuin con khong goi dién, du'ong nhlen con cling cha them viét birc thw
nao, thé nén, khong, that day, khong, day khong pha1 la nha cta con. Pay la nha cia me. Pay la
ngoi nha me song mot minh, chi c6 me, mbi ngay, ngay nay qua ngay khac, ké tir khi bd con mat
di, day 1a noi me ngu_ moi dem cO mot mlnh va do, cai & dang do, cai ghe dai chet tiét do, la noi
me ngoi hau nhuw mdi dém cO mot mlnh xem ti vi hoac chi nhln chim chim vao bitc tu'crng,
trong khi con di hoc xa, hay néu con ha c6 vé lai noi nay thi con ciing di choi véi ban, hoac ru ru
trong phong vi r6 rang con chan ghét noi chuyen voi me, me dé cua con. Brian, con c6 biét dleu
dé 1a nhu thé nao khong ¢ noi nay lic nao ciing chi c6 mot minh, nam nay qua nam khac roi
toi nam 1é thé khac...?” roi giong ba bat diu vo ra, ba lay tay 6m mat that chit va bat dau thén
thikc, tlirc twdi, roi mot lan nira téi nhin ra minh hoan toan khong biét phai lam gi.

“Nao, coi nao, me...” téi néi, nhwng ba chi xua tay, ra ddu bao t6i tranh xa.

“Hay dé me mot minh, lam on di, Brian,” ba néi, va t6éi dinh lam nhw ba bdo, vi xét cho
ciing thi chuyén dé ciing dé dang hon.

“...Me, khOng can phai...”
“Dé me yén. Con didi...”

S€ ra sao, néu toi gid vor minh chua hé nghe chuyén nay nhi? Cubi cung thi canh ctra phong
khach van ma. T6i chi can ra ngoai, quay lai sau mot tiéng hay lau hon, dé ba binh tam lai, chi
can di khédi. R6t cudc thi dé 1a nhitng gi ba bao tdi lam, d6 1a cai ba mudn, ding khong?



“Lam on ma me, me dung khoc nita. Con ghét lic me...” toi chua noi duoc hét ciu thi da
thay minh bat khoc, xoay nguoi qua va choang tay 6m ba that chat.
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CAU HOI: Nhitng von tron da dung dirng tai Lindholm Hoje gan thanh pho Alborg ctia Pan
Mach cho biét d6 1a noi t6 chitc nghi 1& ¢6 xwa nao?

TRA LOT: Nghi 1& chon cit ngui Viking.

T61 gap Tone lic hai gio muoi lam tai quan Black Prince cho huéng ra bién. Khong c6 ai
trong quan ngoai trir mot cdp ong ba gia ho lao dang nang niu vao phan bia hét lanh cuo6i cung
va doc nhirng cu6én  tap chi Sun ct son goc, nhung ciing phai mat mot lic téi maéi thay cau ta vi
theo phan xa toi ctr dwa mat tim bo do denim mau xanh nhat, thay vi bd com 1& mot ntit mau
xam dam, v& trang va 4o chui dau xam nhat ma ciu ta miac hom nay.

“Quy tha ma bat, Tone, chuyén gi xay ra véi toc cau vay?” Bo dang Viking da bién mat,  thay
vao do6 la kiéu toc ngan-sau-va-hai-bén véi dwong ré ngoi hoi léch vé bén trai. Tone, mic 4o
com lé, toc ré ngoi.

“Cat ngan di, thé théi.” T6i dinh vo xu dau cau ta 1én, nhung cau ta gat tay toi ra, hoan toan
khoéng co6 veé bong dua. Mudn giir hoa khi, t6i xéi 161, “Nay, cau c6 dung gel khdng day”"

“Mot chut. The thi sao nao?” cau ta tra 10i, roi nhap mot ngum trong c6c bia c& nhd de
trwoc mat. Toi khong nghi minh tung thay Tone cam cai c6c nao cé dung tich nhw thé, cé vé
nhw mot tro Itra vé ty 1€, dé ciu ta trong c6 vé to ra.

“Cau c6 mudn uong thém khoéng?” toi hoi.
“Té khéng can...”

“Thém mot cdc giong thé nay nhé?...”

“Té khong uong duoc...”

“Coi nao, d6 yéu dudi...” toi vo tw tAn chuyén.

“Khong udng duoc. Té phai quay lai chd 1am,” c4u ta noi.
“Cau chic phai c6 thoi gian d€ u6ng mot...”

“T¢ khong mudn uéng thém gi niva, dwoc chwa?” cau ta gat 1én. Toi di 1y cho minh mét coc
ntra lit va ngbi xuong.

“Sao - cong viéc thé nao?”

“Té6t. Hién tai t& da chuyen ra mat tlen cua b6 phan san xudt, d6 chinh la Iy do...” va, gan
nhu xin 16, cau ta kéo manh cdi ve 40 dai moéng ctia bo com 1é.

“B6 phan nao?”
“Hi-fi va audio.”
“Tuyét!"

“0, tuyét. Phai vay thoi. Con c6 tién hoa hong, nén...”



“Spencer ké t& nghe chuyén ciu va d6i dan quin roi.”

“Ciu ta d ké sao? Chic cac ciu dwgc mot phen cudi no nén nhi?”
“Khong, di nhién khong...”

“T¢ khong nghi la cau tdn thanh.”

“T¢ khong noi thé, dwoc chwa? T¢ 1a ngudi theo chi nghia doc lap, to nghi la nhat dinh can
giam chi tiéu cho quoc phong va bom them tién cho cac dich vy xa hoi, nhung t& van hiéu
dwoc nhu cau can c6 mot vai hinh thirc...” nhuwng Tone dang nhin dong ho, that sw khong hing
thu. “Vay ciu da gip Spencer chwa?” toi hoi.

“D1 nhién la gap Spencer roi,” ciu ta gat gong, va tdi chip nhan diéu do, it nhit 1a trong
hom nay, t6i khong thé néi didu gi ma khong lam ngwdi ta buc minh.

“Cau dy sao roi?” toi hoi.
“A, néu nhin qua kinh chin gié ctia chiéc Ford Escort, ciu ta thit su trong kha 6n.”
“Chuyén gi da xay ra vay Tone?”

“Khéng biét chinh xac. Bon t& di xudng & quan ruwou hom thir Sdu nhw thuong 1€, va sau
khi quan dong ctra ciu ta muon di t&i Ludn Pon, mét ciu lac bd hay noi nao do de hai thang
uong tiép, nhung t& tw choi, vi hdm sau con phai di lam, ma cdu ta cling kha xin r01 thé nao cau
ta ct di, 1ay xe hoi cta bo. Diéu tiép theo té biét 13 hai ngay sau me ciu ta goi va néi rang ciu ta
dang & trong bénh vién.”

“C6 ai khac bi thwong khong?”

“Khong...”

“Ta on Chua.”

“... chi c6 thiang ban Spencer clia chiing ta ma théi,” ciu ta tiép loi, vé nhao bang.

~_“T& khong c6 y do... t& chi nghi... Ma cau ta c6 gap rac roi gi khong? Y té 1a véi phap luat
ay?”

“A, cau ta chay qua toc do, chi co bang lai tam thoi, dé chang phai xe cau tama ciu ta cling
khong c6 bao hiém, nén, phai roi, ding & géc dd phap luat moi chuyén chang sang stia gi may.

“Ma, ciu ta... cam thay thé nao?”

“Khong biét, Brian, tw di ma hoéi, dwoc cht? T¢ phai quay lai lam viéc day,” roi mét cach
cau kinh, cau ta néc can coc bia, lay mot gbi keo bac ha tir trong tdi ra réi quang mot vién vao
miéng, con ching thém cho t6i mot vién.

Chung t6i ra khoi quan rugu va di doc theo con dwong hudng vé cau tau. Gié bat chot thoi
mua dén tir clra song, Tone lién kéo hai ve 40 khoac méng Ién dé che 4o so mi va ca vat khi
ching t6i bwéc déu vé Pho Chinh.

“Vay toi nay ciu sé & qua dém ch&?” ciu ta hoi, ré rang khong quan tim dén cau tra loi.

“Khong, t& e 1a khong duoc.” Toi tw hoi c6 nén ké cau ta nghe vé viéc mai t6i tham gia
Thach thirc Dai hoc khong, nhu'ng quyét dinh cuong lai y mudén do6. “Mai c¢6 budi hoc phu dao,
lic sang sém, nén t& phai quay vé do. Nhung té sé vé vao Lé Phuc sinh, nén... gdp cau khi d6
nhé?”



“Puoc, rm, sao ciling dwoc.”

“Tone nay - t& c6 lam gi, ciu biét dé, khién ciu ndi sing khong?”

Cau ta khit mii. “Cai gi lam ciu tuwdng thé?”

“C6 phai la vi Spencer da ké gi d6?” Khéng c6 ciu tra loi. “Cau ta da néi gi vy Tone?”

'Khong nhin t6i, Tone ké, ‘ ‘Spencer ké la da di gap cau. Nghe co vé cau Chang dang mat ban
be ti nao, Brian a. Terc té to thay cau cu xtr hoi giong mot thang khon. Chi c6 vay thoi.”

“Tai sao, cau ta da néi gi?”

“...khodng quan trong...”

“Té khong thé dé ciu ta & lai ldu hon, Tone, thé 1a trdi ndi quy...”

“0, thé 3, néu ddng la trai véi ndi quy, Bri...”

“Tone, cau ta la ngu¢i khoi mao vu danh nhau.”

“Nghe nay, t& khong quan tam, Bri a, d6 la chuyén gittra cau va Spencer.”

“Thé& cau nghi vi 16i clia t& nén ciu ta méi quyét dinh say swa bi ti roi lai xe tdng vao mot
cai cay chac?”

“Té noi thé bao gio ha? Brian g, tw di ma tim cach giai quyet chuyén do, dwgc ch&?” roi
Tone vuot 1€n phla trudc con du'(rng, dau cui xuéng tranh mua, roi dung lai trong mot giay, hoti
xoay nguoi lai “Ma co gang dirng ngu qua. Bugc cha?” Noi roi cau ta quay nguoi va voi va tror
lai v&i cong viéc, con to6i nhan ra minh dang tu hdi liéu cé bao gidr gédp lai cau ta nita khong.
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CAU HOI: Tén thuong goi cua loai thudc gidm dau co chit gdy nghién duoc chiét xuit lan
dau tién boi duoc st nguoi e F. W.A. Serturner vao ndm 1806 va cé ngudn goc tir nhitng hat
chin cta thuéc phién 1a gi?

TRA LO'T: Morphine.

Mot bu01 sang thang Nam nam 1979, ba ngay sau dam tang ctia bé. Téi ndm dai trén ghé
sofa, man cwa van chwa kéo Ién, mdc dong phuc truong xem chuong trinh buoi sang thir Bdy. Di
nhién, diing ra thi khéng can mdc dong phuc, nhung du sao toi cing dinh mdc né ca nam, vi
chuyén do dé dang hon, ma ciing chdng biét phdi mdc gi khdc; sw nhwong bo déi véi dip cudi
tudn chi la khéng deo ca vat.

Ho hang dd vé nha hét thdy nén gio chi con me va toi. Me khong trong tinh trang tot nhdt, ba
c6 théi quen thirc khuya, roi di quanh nha trong cdi do choang tam, dé lai phia sau mot dong céc
bdn va mdu vun thudc Id, hodc nam co tron nguoi ngu trén sofa suét budi trwa va cho dén tdn
téi. Cd ngdi nha todt lén vé nong nwc, xdm xit va bénh hogn, nhung hai me con chad tim dau ra
ndng lwong hodc dong luc dé kéo man va mé ctra so, do gat tan, tat ti vi, riva bdt dia, ndu mén gi
khdc mi Spaghettl hop. Ti lanh vdn bi nhoz nhét nhu'ng cdi banh ngot thura, cudn xic xich boc
glay bong kleng va nhitng chai Coca xi ga ciia dém thirc canh. Téi dn sdng bdang khoai tdy chién
c6 ph6 maiva hanh. Ddy diing la khodng thoi gian toi té nhdt.

Khi chubng ctra reo, téi dodn chac do la mgt nguoi hang xom tat qua dé tham hoi me. Ba ra
mé ctra, roi téi nghe mot giong ndi & 16i di ma khong nhdn ra la cua ai, me mé cira phong khdch,
kéo sdt cdi do chodang lai cho lich su, réi néi bdng giong “trinh trong” danh cho nhiing vi khdch
quan trong.

“Co ngwoi dén tham con nay, Brian!”

Ba bwdéc sang mét bén, roi Spencer Lewis bwdrc vao.

“Khée khéng, Bri?”

Toi ngdi thang ngwoi trén ghé sofa. “Khde, Spencer ddy a?”
“Cau dang lam givay?”

“Cé gi dau.”

“Chdu udng Coca nhé, Spencer?” me hoi.

“Da, vdang, co Jackson.”

Me de ddt roi phong, va Spencer dén ngoi ké téi trén ghé€ sofa.

Thdt kho dé cwong diéu héa y nghia chuyen viéng tham cua Spencer Lewis. Ddc biét khi
chiing toi tham chi khong phal la ban hay co bdt ky quan hé gi; trucc day hai dira hiém khi ndi
chuyén véi nhau - cO I€ chi goi tén & san bong, gdt ddu chao khi xép hang o xe ban kem. Duong
nhw khéng co 101 gidi thich khd di nao cho viec mét _nguoi hay ho, noi tleng va kho gan nhu
Spencer Lewis lai dén tham téi, hoa cdu ta co dién méi di mdc dong phuc trwong vao ngay thir
Bdy. Nhung cé ddy, cdu ta day, dang ngoi trén ghé dai.



“Dang xem gi vay?”

“Swap shop.” [1]

[1] Tén théng dung ctia Multi - Coloured Swap shop, mét chwong trinh thiéu nhi ctia Anh.
“To chua ghét Swap shop,” cdu ta noi.

‘U, to ciing vdy.” Toi khit mii khinh miét, du trong long thi thich. Hai dira ngoz im ldng mot
hoi ldu, roi cdu ta héi, “Té budt miéng goi me cdu la cé Jackson. Cdu nghi ba dy c6 dé tam khong?”

“Khéng. Ba 6n ma,” téi ddp.

R01 ngodi chuyen do cdu ta khong dd déng gi dén viéc bé téi mdt, hodc hdi vé ddm tang hodc
“toi cdm thay thé nao”, ta on Chiia, vi diéu do chi khién toi ngaingung - xét cho cung hai dira déu
la nhitng thang con trai muwoi hai tudi Thay vao do, cdu ta ngoi uéng Coca da xi hét ga va xem ti
vi v&i toi. Cdu ta ndi cho toi ban nhac nao la thi rdc rudi va ban nhac nao hay ho, va téi tin
twong cdu ta, dongy véi bdt ky dleu gl cdu ta noi. Toi co cdm giac nhu mgt ngoisao dlen dnh dén
thdm minh, hay mot ai dé hon cd ngéi sao dién dnh, ai dé gibng Han Solo [2] vdy. Va dé la mét
viéc lam hoan toan ti té.

[2] Nhdn vit trong Chién tranh gitka cdc vi sao.

Chan trai Spencer bi gay ba cho bén phai gay hai chd. Xwong c6 bi gdy, dac biét dau don vi
khong thé b6 bot xwong cd, nén cau ta that sy khong thé di chuyén nira than trén. Canh tay co
vé khong sao, du c6 vai vét cat & long ban tay va cang tay do kinh v&. May ma khong c6 ton
thuong dén cot séng hodc hop so, nhung sau cai xwong swon dd bi nit do va cham manh voi
vo lang. Vét thwcrng khién viéc ho hap tré nén dau dén va hau nhu cau ta khong thé ' ngu néu
khong dwoc suw gitp d6, nén cau ta hoan toan phuy thudc vao thudc. Mili c4u ta bj gy, do va
sung, long may trén mét phai bi ré ra toi té, va c6 sau mii khau mau den day. Con mat sau
hodm, tim bam va swng, van con khép mot nwra. Trong khi do, dinh dau 16 cho nhing vay do
sam do kinh chin gi6 vor tan dam vao, c6 thé nhin thay rd bén dwéi mai téc van con ngan ngun,
va c6 nhidu vét khau bén 15 tai trai chd thuy bi kinh v& xé toac mot phan.

“Nhwng ngoai chuyén nay ra thi sao?”

“Ngoai chuyén nay thi t& that sw cam thay 6n,” Spencer noi, va hai dwa pha Ién cudi mot
hoi, trwdc khi chim vao im lang,

“Cau dang nghi t& trong co ve thé tham dung khong! Cau phai thay cai cay do maoi duorc!”
cau ta noi, toi ngo rang khong phai la lAn dau tién, roi chung toi lai cuoi, Spencer cuoi khay va
nhan nhé cung mot luc, vi con dau & xwong swon va xueong c6. Di nhién, ciu ta dung thudc. Cau
ta khong biét chinh xac do la thudc gi, nhung chac chan manh hon aspirin nhiéu, c6 1& cau ta
nght 1a mot loai thudc glam dau gdy nghién nao do. Va thudc dwong nhu phat huy tac dung, Vl
c6 moOt nu cudi rau ri von khong phai cua cau ta thap thoang ¢ khoe miéng. Khong co diéu
dang lo, khong giéng Jack Nicholson & cuoi ph1m Bay trén t6 chim ctc cu, hoan toan la mot k1eu
thich thi khong thich hop voi tinh canh, ve lo dang ky la. Kiéu néi chuyen clia cau ta thuwong
sdc bén va thang thirng, gio day tré nén dit quang va khong rd rang, nhuw thé c6 mot ban tay
dang de 1én miéng cau ta vay.

“Tuy nhién, tin tot la ho da hodn phién toa vé vu lira tién tro cip cua td...”
“Tét qua.”
“Phai, thé thi ciu bi nhw thé nay méi khéng uéng. Cau c6 diéu thudc nao khéng?”

“Spencer - t& khong hut thuéc.”



”

“Té thém thubc. V&i cd mot vai bia co bu.
“Spencer, day la bénh vién...”

“T& biét, nhung ké chir...”

“D6 an & day thé nao?” tdi héi tham.
“Khong c6 vi gi lam.”

“Con may c6 y ta?”

“Khong c6 vi gi lam.”

T6i mim cuwdi, va tao ra dm thanh dé cho thay minh dang cwoi, vi toi dang ngoi ngoal tam
mat clia cau ta, va cau ta hinh nhw khong thé ctr dong dau. ‘ ‘Vay ché nay bi lam sao...?" toi chi
vao chan bi b6 bot ban tay quin bing cia ciu ta... “c6 bat ky, cau biét d6, hau qua... phap ly gi
khong?”

“Chuwa biét duogc. C6 thé 1am.”

“Troi dat, Spencer...”

“Thoi dworc ro6i, Bri, dirng c6 giy sw...”

“... A, cau chic phai biét diéu gi ché...”

“Cau khong di ca doan duwong dai dén day dé xai xé té chir ha, Bri?”
“Khﬁng, di nhién khéng ré6i, nhwng cdu phai thira nhan...”

. phai roi, t& biét - khong hut thuoc, khong danh nhau, phai that day an toan, lam viéc
cham ch1 di hoc 16p bo tuc, lay chirng chi, co ké hoach Brian a, thinh thodng cau giéng hét
mot bo ph1m chét tiét chuyen tuyén truyén 16i séng...

“..xin16i, t4...”

«

.. khong phai ai cling ludn lam nhitng chuyén dung dan, Brian...”

“...khong, t& biét...”

«

.. khéng phai ai cling giéng cau...”

{4

.. nay, dau phai lic nao té cling lam chuyén ding dan...!”

“...cau hi€u y t& ma, ding khong?” - va cau ta khong thé 16n tleng duoc, vi khong thé la to,
chi c6 nhu'ng tleng rit qua ké rang trwoc khi lai roi vao im lang. T6i biét phal noi dleu gl day, co
diéu chwra han tim ra tur dé ndij, nhung khi t6i dinh m¢ miéng noé thir thi cau ta bao, “Rot gium
c6c nwdc duoc ch?” Toi hwng day coc nuoc nera duwa qua, va khi cau ta cO ging ngdi thang
day, toi c6 thé ngtti thiy hoi thé cau ta ndng va cé mui kim loai.

“Nhan tién...” ciu ta thé dai, ngd dau ra sau goi “... Alice khde khéng?”
“A, khée. Té qua dém & d6, nén...”

“Cau dang dua a - that cht?” ciu ta hoi, mim cwoi chan tinh, xoau diu trén gdi nhin toi.
“Thé& 13 cau da thuc sw hen ho véi 6 nang a?”

“A, ching té tlr tir tim hiéu nhau,” téi néi, hoi rut re.



“That ra thi dung la chAm chap day, nhung phai roi, vy la tot roi.”
“Brian Jackson, Iu du ma vac cai lu...”

“Phai r6i, nao, dé coi sao.” T6i cAm thay day 1a thoi diém tot de lam viéc ding dan, ngudi
16m, nén hit moét hoi sau. “Alice néi rang ciu di néi tot cho té. O bita tiéc.”

“Co 4y da n6i thé a?” cau ta néi, khong them nhin mat toi.

“Té da doi xi hoi té voi cdu ding khéng?”

“Khong, cau khong phai...”

“Té da lam vay, Spencer, t& 1a mot thang toi té toan tap...”

“Bri, ciu tot ma.”

“Té khong mudn 1a mot thang toi dau, ciu biét dd, chuyén ¢t tw dung xay ra...”
“...quén chuyén dé di, dong y ch?”

“Khong, van thiy...”

“Théi duwoc, néu diéu do khién ciu thiy vui hon, Brian, thi ding ro6i, ciu hoan toan la mot
thang toi. Gior thi ching ta cé thé quén chuyén do di du*crc chua?”

“Nhwng ma cau cdm thay thé nao...”
“V& cai gi..”
“...ve, cau biét do, chuyén do6 d6.”

“Y cau la néi chung chung chir gi? Khong biét. N6i that, t& chi thay hoan toan mét moi. Mét
moi va mot chit so hai, Bri.” Cau ta néi diéu do rat khé khang, toi dang ng01 o ghe phai rwén
nguoi ve truwdc dé nghe va dé y thdy mat ciu ta d6 va wét. Cau ta cam giac duoc toi dang nhin,
nén dé hai tay 1én mdt, ngon tay de manh 1én mat, tir tir thé mot hoi dai, roi toi cam thay minh
nhw h6i mwoi hai tudi, buén ba, béi roi, khéng biét phai lam gi - t6i cho 1a phai hanh dong tu
te nhung la lam gi? C6 1& nén choang tay qua ngwoi cdu ta? Nhung toi cam thiy ldng tang khi
roi khoi ghé, so nhitng ngwdi khac trong khoa nhin thay, nén cit ngoi yén tai ché.

“Nhung chuyén dung la dang so ding khong?” t6i ndi. “Cau biét do, cudc doi ma, phai ¢
chuyén nay chuyén kia. Vay nén ngu¢i ta méi néi...”

“Phai roi. Cir cho la vay..."
“Chuyén sé tot dep hon thoi...”

“That khong?” ciu ta hoi, ddi mat van bi che lai. “Vi c6 vé t& chi 1am moi chuyén hdng bét
ca, Bria...”

“V& van! Cau 0n ma, bo téo, ciu sap stra khde manh hoan toan ro6i,” roi téi véi téi, dat ban
tay 1én vai cdu ta, va 51et chat no. Ctr chi nay that vung veé va thleu tu nhién, nhung t6i cr de
nhu vay Chlrng nao c6 thé, cho dén khi vai ciu ta nging run ray. Cudi cling, cau ta khong che
tay trén mat nira.

“Xin 10i - chi tai mAy vién thudc gidm dau nady,” ciu ta noi, 1y c6 tay chlii mat.

Khong lau sau dd, hai dira hét sach chuyén dé noéi, va mic du con nhiéu thoi gian, tdi van



ding 1én va cam 14y 4o khoAc.
“Nay, tot hon la t& nén di, néu khong thi nh& chuyén tau ndi cudi mat.”
“Cam on da tdi, bo téo...”
“Han hanh, b6 teo...”
“Oi gioi, khong phai la hdn hanh...”
“A, khong phai, nhuwng, ciu biét d6...”
“Nay, cau khong dinh ky tén 1én cai chan bé bot cua té da a?”

“Phai, phai, di nhién,” r01 toi di t&i cudi giwong, 14y cay but bi tir mot cai bia kep ho so va
tim mot chd trong dé ghi vao. C6 rat nhiéu “nhirng 10’1 chuc t6t dep nhat” va nhing cai tén ma
toi khong nhén ra, va “dang doi ciu, do dang ghet” va “The Zep thong tri” cua Tone. T6i nghi
ngoi mot hoi, roi viét, Spencer than mén. Xin 13i Va Cam on ciu. Qué mét cang neé! Ha ha.
Thuwong cau nhleu ban cau, Bri.”

“Cau viét cai gi d6?”

“A, Qué mot cang ne...”

“Qué mét cang a!”

“Cu biét khong - nghia 1a chiic may man. D4 1a mot thuat ngir cia san khiu.”

“Thé la Spencer nhin 1én tran cwoi qua ké rang va n6i cham cham, “Cau biét khong, Brian,
nhiéu lic ciu diung 1a thang ngdc khong thé tin dwoc.”

“Phai d6, Spencer, t& hi€u ma bo téo. Té biét.”
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CAU HOTI: bay la mot nguoi cong gido ti vi dao séng & thé ky thir ba. Co thuyet ké rang ong
1a mdt linh muc va Ia thay thudc nguoi La Ma da bo mang trong cudc can quet nguoi cong giao
dudi thoi Claudius 11 Gothicus, cling co cho ghi rang 6ng la giam muc thanh Terni, tir vi dao tai
Rome, tén dng tir thé ky mudi bén dwoc lay dé dat cho mot ngay hdi danh cho cac cip tinh
nhan. Ong 13 ai?

TRA LOI: Thanh Valentine.

Bat ct khi nao nghe Edith Piaf hat “Khong, t6i chdng cé gi nudi tiéc” - ma toi cir phal nghe
nhiéu hon mong mudn, ngay ca khi toi da vao dai hoc - la téi khong thé khong nghingoi, “Co ta
dang hat cai quai gl thé khong biét?” Tdi nudi tiéc hau nhw moi thit. T6i biét rang thoi ky qua
d6 sang tuoi tru'o'ng thanh van day kho khan va doéi khi con dau dén. Toi da quen thudc voi
nhu*ng quy woc ve cac su kién co y nghia quan trong trong doi nguoi, toi biét tir tiéu thuyét
gido duc nhdn cdch co nghla la gi theo nghia den, t61 nhan ra minh khong thé khong nhin lai
nhu'ng gi da xdy ra thoi nién thiéu va n& mot nu cuoi thong thai, nhan nhé thit vong. Nhu'ng
chac chan khéng c6 Iy do gi toi phai boi réi va ho then vé nhitng chuyen da xay ra ba mwoi giay
trudc chi¥? Khong co ly gi cudc doi lai glong nhuw nhitng canh quay lia nhanh ct xet qua khong
ngot hién hién nhirng tinh ban chip v4, nhitng co hoi do dam, nhirng cudc noi chuyén ngu
ngdc, nhitng thang ngay phi hoai, nhiing 1o nhan xet ngo ngan va do hoi, nhumg cau bong dua

nhat toet chi chwc chd nam dai trén cai san trwéc mat, quay dir doi nh mot con ca dang hip
héi?

A, khén con nita. T6i quyét dinh nhw thé la dd roi. Trén chuyen tau vé nha, suy ngam Ve
mot loat bién c6 khong thé tin dwoc gan day, toi quyét tam phai thay doi doi minh. N6i chung,
toi quyét tam _thay do6i doi minh binh quan c0 I€ ba muoi dén bon mwoi lan mot tuan, thudong
vao lic hai gio sang, say xin, hodc sang sém hém sau, khé chiu sau khi uong rugu say, nhung
lan nay la mot quyét tam 16m lao. Toi sé song cudc doi minh that t6t ké tir bay gio tré di. Lanh
lung va Xa cach ro rang khong hiéu qua doi voi toi, va co 1é sé chang bao gid c6 hiéu qua nén
thay vao do t6i du dinh tap trung vao viéc séng du'a vao nhitng nguyén ly co ban cia Khén
ngoan, Tt t& va Diing cam.

Tau cuoi cung cling vao san ga, toi bat dau cudc s6ng khon ngoan hon, tit té hon, dling cam
hon. Toi tim mot buong dién thoai & san ga, kiém tra xem con du tién xu khong, r01 quay s0.
Des bat may; bay gi¢r thi moi chuyén da bay ra trwéc anh sang, khong cé 1y do gi 6ng ay lai
khoéng bat may.

“Xin chao!” 6ng nai.

“Chao! Des, Brian day!” t6i ndi, vui ve, toi nhdn ra la minh vira v6 thirc goi 6ng ta la Des,
khong phai chu Des, t6i hoan toan khong ‘chic d c6 phai la triéu chimg cua thai dé truong
thanh hon cia minh trong cudc s6ng, hay 1a phan tng kiéu Freud [1] trwéc sw that 1a 6ng dy da
quan hé tinh duc véi me minh.

[1] Theo hoc thuyét Freud, con trai thwdong cé phirc cdm ghen ghét va cé xu hwéng chong lai
cha/nguwoi cé quan hé tinh duc véi me minh.

“0. Chao chau,” 6ng ta noi, nghe cd ve so téi mot cach ky la, c6 Chua moi biét tai sao, vi
Des ndng toi ca ta, va ngoai ra ro rang la toi khong thé dam vao mat ong ta qua duong day dlen
thoai dwoc. Ngimg mot lic khi 6ng ta diéu chinh lai 6ng nghe. “Xin 161 nhé, chau biét do, vira
sang sém da phoi bay thing nhé clia chd trwdc mat chau. Rd rang la chung ta dinh noi cho



chau biét, vé chi va me chau...”

“Des, that day, khong sao ca, hoan toan chang co gi,” toi tran an 6ng, va nh1n bdéng minh
trén tdm kinh ctia budng dién thoal dang nhe rang giong nhw thang hé rap xiéc. “Me chau c6
do6 khong?” toi héi, that sw kha ngu ngdc, vi day 1a nha ba ma.

“Di nhién. D€ chi chuyén may,” roi toi nghe tiéng sot soat khi 6ng dwa tay Ién 6ng nghe,
IAm bam gi d6, va roi me nhiac may.

“Chao!” ba n6i mot cach deé dat, 6ng nghe hoan toan khéng dé gan miéng ba.
“Chao me.”

“Chao Brian. Con tr¢ vé nha an toan ch&?” ba héi, phat 4m kha ranh rot, c6 nghia ba dang
say.

“U'm,” t6i néi, r01 im lang, t6i c6 mong muon thoang qua la gac may. Nhung lai nh¢ dén
ciu khiu hiéu médi ciia minh, Khén ngoan, Tt té, Diing cam, nén bén nudt wc mot cai roi bat
dau naéi.

“Vang, chao me a, con chi mudn noi...” tdi mudn noi cai gi co chi?... “Con chi mudn noi
rang con da suy ngh1 vé chuyén do va con that sw, that sy vui vé chuyén me va Des, va nghi
rang me va cha lay nhau cfing tot thoi, con thwc sw nghl vdy. Thuc ra thi con nghl do la mot y
kién tuyet voi, cha dy that swla mot ngwdi tot va con xin 161 néu... 3, chi tai bat ngo qué, chi vay
thoi...

“0Oi, Brian...”

“Ma con ciing dong y voi chuyén nha tro. Con sé vé duwéi do vao ky nghi 1& Phuc sinh dé
don d6 va réi can  phong s€ hoan toan la cia me. Nhw me dd ndi, xet cho cung thi do chi 1a mot
dong may bay mo hinh théi ma. Thé nén, diéu con dang néi, ¥ con 13, con nghi dé 1a mot diéu
tot. Con mirng vi me dwoc hanh phuc.” Khong co 101 dap lai & dau day bén kia, chi c6 t1eng me
dang thé, chuyen ong nghe tlr tay nay qua tay kia. “Mién i3 me khéng muén con goi 6ng ay la
‘B6’, chi c6 vay thoi!” tdi ndi, c6 tao ra giong vo tw nhit cé thé.

“Di nhién khéng r6i Brian...” va ba dinh néi diéu gi d6, nhung quyét dinh théi, khong noi.
“A, tha ra chi cé thé tho6i. Mai me van dén ch?”
“Di nhién roi - me sé khong bo 1& n6 vi bat cir diéu gi dau.”
“Me chac 12 c6 thé xoay x& chit, vé tau va moi thi y?”
“Brian, dirng lo 1dng vé chuyén do...”
« 4 ~ 7 = 2 i 7 A n
Ve sé gui o cura, €O tén me...

“0’, nay Brian? Con mot chuyén nira.. ” Tiéng pip
nang cua may dong xu t1en vat trong tui, nhu'ng toi d
cup may diy, hét tién roi..

pip vang lén va mac du tdi c6 thé thay strc
4 néi tat ca nhitng gi can noi roi. “Me, con

“Brian, me can hoi con mot chuyén khéac...”
“No6i di me, nhanh lén...”
“Des cung dén c6 dwoc khong?” va roi duwdng day tat ngum.

Toi dirng trong budng dién thoai, tay van cAm dng nghe. Thuc tinh tdi d3 ludn mong mudn



bo sé & do. Khong phai theo nghia den, rd roi, khong phai khi 6ng da chet nhung trong dau toi,
b6 da ngoi & ghé khan gia, ké bén me, mim cwo1, vo tay, gio hai ngon cai lén, va me cting phal
biét chuyén do roi, néu khong ba da chang cang thang khi hoi toi vé chuyen dé. Va bay y gio
khong phal b0, ma 1a Des, mOt ga cuc mich tén la Des, ngwdi ma tdi khong thwe sw hiéu ro va
thich, va..

Toi 14y tién 1€ trong tdi, cAm may, quay s6, va me bit may gan nhuw ngay lap tic.
“Me 37"

“0, phai, Brian, me chi dinh héi la...”

“Con nghe me néi roi. Di nhién 1a me c6 thé dan theo Des.”
“O. T6t qua.”

“Mai con sé thu xép vé.”

“0. Hay qu4, Brian. Con c6 chic...”

“Con chac ma.”

“Vay tam biét con nhé.”

“Tam biét.”

ROi toi gac may.

T6i & trong budng dién thoai mot hoi 1au sau d6, ding suy nghi, chi méi bat ddu nhung
chinh sach Khon ngoan, Tt té, Dung cam duong nhw da dwoc thuc hién kha tét, cho dén bay
gio. T6i nght tham chi doi minh cling vira lam dwoc mot viéc tét. Va dang 18 nén di ve phong dé
nghi xem madc gi cho budi 1én hinh ngay mai va ngi mot giac ngon lanh, t6i quyét dinh di gap
Alice, vi néi sao thi nay ciing la L& Valentine, va ldc nay chic han nang da doc bai tho cta toi
roi.
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CAU HOL: Adam Heyer, Frank Gusenberg, Pete Gusenberg, John May, Al Weinshank va
James Clark nam trong s6 nhitng nan nhan cda sy kién dam mau nao ¢ phd North Clark,
Chicago vao thang Hai nam 19297

TRA LOT: Vu tham sat Lé Valentine.

“Nghe nay Alice, t¢ da suy nghi nhiéu, vé chuyén chiing minh, va, a, c6 mot bai tho vi dai
cua nha tho siéu hinh John Donne, Ba ldn ngéc nghech trong do co doan thé nay ‘T6i biét toi da
ngu ngdc radt nhzeu’ Vida yéu, va da noi rangyeu/ Bang vé so nhirng van tho wot at’ va té nght,
a, to cting hoi giong ké do. biéu t& mudn noi la to da hoi tho bao, khi c6 16i cau dang da chan va
la hét vao buong chup hinh, viét mot bai tho té hai, dién khung trong thiép Valentine roi nhitng
chuyén khac nira, va t& biét su doc 1ap quan trong voi cau biét dwong nao, va t& chip nhin
chuyén dé, that day DI nhién, to yéu cdu, qua yéu la dang khac, nhung didu dé khong quan
trong, tinh yéu khéng cin tro thanh vat can duong, vi xét cho cung té nghi chung ta that sy hoa
hop, ching ta la nhirng nguoi ban tot, c6 khi con 1a tAm giao. T chac rang minh thich danh
thoi gian & bén ciu hon véi bat ky ai trén doi nay, té that sy thich, mac du té ciing biét 1dm lic
minh la mot ke hét sirc ngua mat. Thuyc ra hau nhu lic nao ciling vay, va, duoc roi, nghe nay, t&
khong ngoc hoan toan, t& biét bayglo cau khong yéu té, nhung mot ngay nao do cau co the yéu
t&, ding khong? Y t& la cau c6 thé nudi nang tinh cam chang? Cé thé Idm, né sé xay ra, to co
thira kién nhan, hang dong kién nhan va té khong ngai cho doi. Thé nén didu t& dang c6 néi la
— thoi gian sé noéi 1én tat ca. Chi can cho xem diéu xay ra. Chung ta sé khong thuc ép, chung ta
hay chi danh th¢i gian bén nhau ma vui vé. Va cho doi. Thoi gian sé tra 1oi. Pwoc chi?”

b6 it nhiéu cling la nhitng gi t6i dinh ndi voi Alice khi gdp mat. T6i khong chac minh c6 thé
tan dung mdy cau trich dan tho John Donne hay khong, vi toi lo rang nhu vay sé de lai an twong
hm khoe khoang, nhung t6i dinh xem lic do sé tuy co tng b1en T6i dinh noi tat ca nhwng diéu
& trén, khong nhiéu hon, va xem nang tiép nhan n6 nhw thé nao, réi toi sé 1ay ao khoac, vé nha
va ngu mot glac tam tiéng ngon lanh. Va nhat dinh khong c6 hén nang. K€ ca nang c6 bao toi &
lai lam tinh ciing nang hay la gi khdc, toi ciing sé tur choi, vi sang mai thi Thach thirc roi. Ca hai
ching toi phai twoi tinh cho cudc thi Thach thirc. Giéng nhw cac vo si - khong dwgc quan hé
tinh duc trwéc tran dau.

T6i dirng bén ngoai phong nang. Go ctra.

Khéng c6 tiéng dap.

Téi lai g6. Khon ngoan, Tt té, Diing cdm, Khon ngoan, Ttk té, Diing cam...

“Ai d6?”

“Brian day.”
“Brian diy a! Gin ntra dém roi ma!”
“T'é biét, xin 101, chi mudén chao ciu thoi!”

T6i nghe tleng nang budc ra khoi giwong, tleng sOt soat khi nang mdc quan 4o, réi nang
nhin qua go ctra, 40 thun ngdn tay in hinh Snoopy va quan dili den.

“Bri 3, that tinh t& budn ngd lam rdi...” nang noi, dui mat.



“Vay ha? Chua o1, xin 16i. Chi 1a t& vira c6 mdt ngay diy nhitng sw kién quan trong, va t&
muodn tam su véi ai d6.”

“Khong thé doi cho dén...?”
“Khong phai ai d4. Cau thoi.”
Nang can méi, va 1dy tay con ranh kéo manh phia truéc cai 4o thun ngin tay xudng.

“0, _vdy thi vao di.” Roi nang mo cua. Toi di vao va ngoi xudng canh cai giwvong chwa don,
cham vao con thdy hoi &m noi nang da nam.

“Thé Valentine cua ciu thé nao?”
“0, tot, tot...”

“Co gi ddc biét khong?” t6i hoi day an y. “Bwu dién sdng nay? Co cai gi hay ho khéng?...” toi
wéc nang dén va ngodi ké bén minh.

Tai sao néng khéng dén ngéi bén toi Véy?

“Cau nghl nhu vay that sao? Phu' Vi té hoi xau ho vé bai tho d6. Thit ra day la lan diu tién
c6 nguwoi doc nhitng gi té viét, nén..

“Khoéng, t& nght no dé thuong, that day. Rat... thang than Va... chan chit. Xuc dong. To
nghi hoan toan la san pham cua e.e. cununings, a khong phal sdn pham ma la dwoc truyen cam
hirng boi 6ng, ¥ t& la n6 lam té nho téi 6ng. That ra toé nghl minh nhan ra moét so6 cau tho...
Cho d&, nang dang budc toi toi dao tho hay sao thé nay? “... nhung du sao, n6 dé thuong lam
that day Cam on cau. Té da rat... cdm dong...

“Chac vi né xuat phat tir tAim l0ng cua to day' ” t6i vui vé néi. “Mot bai tho ra hon diy chi!
T& chua ting gui bat ky bai tho nao cho ai!” t6i biét minh dang néi huyen thuyén, nhung nang
cuoi, gai gai cui ché va lam cang cai 4o thun ngan tay bang cach kéo o xudng toi tan ddu goi
tran. Con t6i hién dang co gang dé gitr khong khi vui veé, vi khong thé khong dé y thay trén cai
ban ¢ phia sau, lu lu qua vai nang, moét b6 hong do to twong, dep tuyét voi dang nghiéng qua
mot bén trong cai chao nhém dung nwdc mon vet to ding ma nang lay tlr bép chung. Di nhién
khong cé 1y do gi nang lai khong nhan qua Valentine tir nhiing ga dan 6ng khac, toi that ngoc
khong nhan ra chuyén do, téi khong ngdy tho, nang chac chan sé nhan dwoc qua, nang xinh
dep, noi tleng va hap dan goi tinh dén thé ma, nhung bo hoa nay that... tam thuong. Tam
thwong dén noi toi co khong dé y dén, thay vao do tap trung vao bai tho be nhé tw sang tac day
chan thanh va nhiét tdam cta minh. Nhung n6 van & do, Iu lu qua vai nang, boc mui trong cai
chao glong nhw chat khit mui khong khi ré tién, b6 hoa to vat dang ghét véi nhitng bong hong
do tuyét dep dang ghét do...

“Hoa hong dep nhi!” t6i noi.

“0, nhitng cai d6 ha!” nang ndi, nhin qua vai hai lan, nhw thé bang cach nao dé chung dang
bo 1én sau lwng nang, giong nhw Khu rirng Birnam dim mau [1] vay...

[1] “Khu rung Birnam” la loi cdnh bdo cua cdc phu thuy doi voi Macbeth trong vé kich
Macbeth cua Shakespeare, do la: “Macbeth sé chang bao glo' bi ddanh bai trwr khi/ Khu rtrng
Birnam ddng cao 1én ngon doi Dunsinane/ Sé quét qua han.”

“Cé biét... ai giri khong?” tdi nhe nhang hoéi.

“Ai biét dwoc!” nang dap. R6 rang 1a cia mot ga cong ti bot khon ki€p nao roéi. Toan bd



tién tro cap cho cd hoc ky & d6, b6c mui trong cdi chao dwng nudc. Va di nhién nang biét ai givi
ching; vi hao phéng dén'thé ma lai dinh n3c danh thi cé nghia Iy gi ch?

“A c6 cai thiép nao dwoc kep vao hay...?”
“D6 c6 phai 1a viéc cua cau khong ddy ha, Brian?” nang gat gong.
“Khong. Khong, té cho la khong phai.”

“Xin 16i! Xin 161, xin 161, xin 16i, xin 16i, xin 16i...” nang néi, r6i roi ghé, choang canh tay qua
toi, va 6m toi o tw thé khom nguoi. Toi nhin Xuong doc theo 1ng nang, cho 40 thun ngan tay bi
cudn lén, réi dat mot ban tay lén chd da thitam ap. ciia nang 1 ra chi trén chd d6 16t mot chut,
that tinh c& dwong nhw né lam bang vai lwdi den mo hay dang ten gi do, ching toi gilr tw thé do
mot hoi, trong khi tdi nhin cham cham vao nhirng bong hdng dang nam trong chao.

“Xin 10i...” nang thi thim bén tai toi. “T¢ that 1a x4u tinh vi da gat gong voi cdu, chi vi
chung to& da c6 mot toi dién tap thuc sy da1 va kho khan, va té nghi minh van con nhap vai
nhén vit...” r6i nang ngoi ké toi va cwoi, noi, “Chua o1, t(r noi nhw vdy that a? Khong nghi ngo gi
nita, do 1a digu ngao man nhat té tirng noi trong do... ' roi ching toi clng cudi vang, toi ty hoi
liéu minh cé nén thir hén nang khong, nhung roi ch(rt nhé dwoc cau than chi méi ctia minh.
Khon ngoan, Tt t& Can dam.

“Nay, t& phai di ngu béy gio day, Brian. Mai la ngay trong dai va...”

“Di nhién, t& sé di...” r6i téi chwc dirng ddy, nhung lai ngdi xuéng ngay. “Nhung t& c6 thé
néi diéu nay trwéc khi di khong 2

“Théi... dwoc,” nang néi vai vé deé chirng, ngbi xuéng canh toi.

“Dung lo - khong c6 gi phai hoang s¢ dau. T¢ chi muon noi...” roi téi cam tay nang, hit mot
hoi sau va noi, “Alice... Pugc roi, nghe nay, Alice, t& da suy nghi nhleu vé chuyén chung minh,
va, a, c6 mot bai tho vi dai ctua nha tho siéu hinh John Donne, bai Ba Idn ngéc nghech dy, trong
day c6 doan ‘Toi bzet toi da ngu ngoc rdt nhzeu/ Vida yéu, va da noi rangyeu/Bang VO SO nhwng

vdn tho wot dt’ va to nghi, a, minh hoi giong ké do. Biéu té mudn ndi la t& da hoi tho bao, c6 16i
cau dang da chan va la hét vao buong chup hinh roéi thi viét mét bai tho té hai, dién khung
trong thiép Valentine va lam nhiéu chuyén khac, t& biét sw doc lap co gia tri voi cau biét
nhu’crng ndo, t& chap nhan chuyén dé, that day. Di nhién, t& yéu cau, qua yéu la ding khac
nén..

“Brian...” nang ndi.

“...nhwng diéu dé khong quan trong, tinh yéu khong cin tré thanh vat can dwong, vi xét
cho cung...”

“Brian...” nang ndi.
“...cho chut, Alice, dé t& néi hét...”

khong dwoc, Brian a, cau phai dirng lai...” nang néi, dirng 1én va di vé phia bén kia can
phong ‘Thé nay khong dll’O’C

“Nhung, Alice, d6 khong phai la diéu ciu nghi dau...”
“Khong, t& xin 161, Brian; t& khong thé chiu dwoc niva. Hay thoi cai tro nay di...”
Va ky la thay, nang khéng néi diéu nay véi toi, ma ndi véi tu do cia minh.

“Coi nao, Neil, chuyén kh6ng con budn cwdi nira dau.”



“Quai la,” toi nght, “tai sao nang lai goi tu do 1a Neil? Nang goi ngan kéo la gi nhi!” toi tu
hoi, khi nang dung long ban tay gd vao ctra Neil Tt Ao, roi ctra tu tir tir mé ra nhu trong mot
man ao thuat.

C6 mot ga dan 6ng trong ti quan o.

Han ta dang cAm cai quan dai trong tay.

T6i khong hiéu.

“Brian, day la Neil,” Alice gidi thiéu.

Neil 16 dién buwéc ra khoi ti do, ding trén déi chan cia minh.
“Neil dang thu vai Eilert Lovborg. Trong v& Hedda Gabler.”
“Xin chao, Neil,” toi noi.

“Chao, Brian,” Neil noi.

“Chung t& dang... tdp dwot,” Alice cho biét.

“0,” t6i noéi, chinh didu nay da giai thich cho moi chuyén.

Va roi sau dé, hinh nhw toi da bat tay han.



VONG CHUNG KET

“Cau nghi gi vé co ay?”

“Em khong thich néi,” toi lap bap.

“N6i vao tai cd nay,” cd6 Havisham néi, nguoi cti xuéng.

“Em nghi c6 dy rat kiéu hanh,” t6i thi tham.

“Con gi nira?”

“Em nghi cd ay rat xinh dep...”

“...Con gi nra?”

“Em nghi minh muén di vé nha bay gio...”

“...Caunén di sém,” c6 Havisham néi to. “Choi hét minh nhé...”

Charles Dickens, Gia tai vidai
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CAU HOLI: “Ngay xua co bon dira tré tén la Peter, Susan, Edmund va Lucy.” D6 la moi mé&
dau cho tdc phdm noi ti€ng cia mot hoc gia, tiéu thuyet gia va mot nha bién hé Cong gido. Tén
cudén sach do la gi?

TRA LOT: Sw tiz, Phui thily va Tt do.

C4u noi ctra miéng khi gdp nhirng nguoi n01 tiéng bang xwong bang thit di nhién la ho that
chan vi ho tréng tAm thwong hon nhidu so véi khi xuat hién trén man anh. Nhung trong doi
that Bamber Gascoigne lai hay ho hon toi tuwong; ong rat manh khanh, hay mim cuoi va ua
nhin dén sung s6t, hét nhir mot nhan vat tir trong tac pham cua C.S. Lew1s nguwoi sap stra dua
ban dén v&i mot chuyén phleu Iwu ky thi, nhung 6ng c6 vé hap dan gidi tinh. Nhém bén  NgUoi
ching toi dwng thanh mot hang trong khan phong truyén hinh, cang thang, chd doi, con 6ng
dang xem 1o dan, khong khi c6 vé giong budi trinh dién cho hoang gia.

Alice dang ne tranh t6i, nang dirng dau hang nén toi khong thé nghe thay nang noi gi
nhung téi doan la nang dang c6 gdy cam tinh v6i 6ng. Con Patrick, hau nhw gap doi nguoti lai vi
nhun nhuong, dang khoe khoang viéc da gdp 6ng tir trudc, cling vao thoi diém nay nam ngoai,
anh ta dang hanh dong nhuw thé ho Ia nhitng nguoi than, rat than da cung nghi 1é véi nhau hay
dai loai nhw vay. Bamber rat tha vi, 6ng luon né nu cwoi, va noi: “Phai, phai, di nhién t6i nho
cau!” trong khi chic 6ng 4y dang suy nghi “Thing dan nay 1a ai vay troi?”

ROi dén Lucy, c6 van ludn ldng 1€ va dé thuwong dén khong ngo, roi dén luot toi. T6i thac
mac khong biét nén goi ong ay la Bamber, hay 6ng Gascoigne nhi? Ong tién dé&n gan, bat tay toi,
va toi n6i: “Rat vui dwoc gap ong, 6ng Gascoigne.”

“Thoi nao, 1am on goi tdi 1a Bamber,” 6ng ndi, cwdi toe toét, hai ban tay nam chit 13y tay
. “Thé tén ciu la gi?”

“Brian, Brian Jackson,” toi lap bap.

“...chuyén nganh?”

“Van. Anh.” toi tra loi.

« A & N ?" A 2 = 7 n N . N
C4u ndi gi co?” dng hoi, cii nguwdi xudng.

“Van hoc nwéc Anh,” toi néi to, lan nay rong lén la dang khac, va dé y thiy Bamber khé giat
minh, hau nhuw khé nhan thay, toi doan rang co thé 6ng ngti thay mui rwou trong hoi thé toi,
va nhan thy t6i d3 d6 mo6 hoi nhw tam.

Bat chap nhitng nd luwc ghé gém ctia chinh quyén trong viéc cap phép, thuc té la du tré thé
nao, ban ciing luén kiém duwoc rueou néu can uéng khing khiép.

Sau khi chay khoi phong Alice ¢ trang vién Kenwood, toi di bd trén duong pho mot choc,
co gang tran tinh lai, c6 gang ngirng run ray, cho dén khi thay mlnh ¢ bén ngoai quan Huwong vi
cua Raj, mot quan ca ri kiém ban rwou lau An Po; ban c6 the udng bao nhiéu tuy thich suot
dém, chirng nao con trong pham vi muoi buéc chan ctia mén banh chién bot dau c6 hanh cta
An Po.

Chi vira méi qua ntra dém, noi nay that vang vé. “Ban cho mot ngudi ha?” ngwdi boi ban
duy nhat con lai hoi.

“Phai,” roi anh ta dan tdi vao mot budng tit sau quan, gin nha bép. Tdi mé thuc don, va



thay mia mai chua chat thay cai Thuc don Valentine cwc ky ddc biét cho budi hen ho lang man
cda cac cap tinh nhan dén quan, nhuwng nghi ky thi du thwe don cé nhlrng moén An rat dang dong
tién bat gao, t6i van nghi ngai khong r6 minh co thé nuot dwoc bat ky cai gl hay khong. Hon
nira, toi dén day dau pha1 dé an. T6i goi mot cdc bia nita lit, hai banh mi gion An D6, mot banh
chién b6t diu c6 hanh, mot céc gin & tonic.

“Thwa quy khach, con mon chinh thi sao a?”

“C6 khi dé sau,” toi ndi. Va _nguoi boi ban gat dau 4 rii, nhw the anh ta hiéu rang trai tim
con nguwoi déi khi rat can coi, r01 di lay rwou cho téi. Téi uéng can ca coc bia, céc gin & tonic
tham chi truéc khi tiéng ping cta 1o vi ba tir nha bép phia sau vang lén. Nguoi boi ban day nhe
mén banh bdt chién dau c6 hanh dwoc ham néng 1én ban vao giita hai ctii ché t6i, con tdi duwa
ra nhitng cai ly rong.

“Thém mot c6¢ bia nita, va mot ruou gin. Lan nay khong pha tonic nhe,” nguwoi boi ban véi
d6i mat budn git dau ra vé tirng trai, roi thé dai, quay nguoi di 14y thirc udng.

“Nay, xin 16i?” - toi goi vdi theo - “anh lam on 1y ruou gin ly dap nheé?” Mot cach mién
cudng, toi boc 16p vo ra khoi miéng banh chién bot dau va nhung no vao mon stra chua bac ha
10ng, ngot, Khi nguoi boi ban quay lai dem theo do uong, toi nhap mot ngum khoang mot tac
roi do bia vao rwou gin, 14y tay cam ctia cai nia khudy déu 1én, roi nghi vé tat ca nhitng diéu ma
minh biét.

T6i biét diém khac nhau gitra mot con than lan bay, than lan bay khong rang, than lan ngon
canh va than 1dn bay ¢6 16p sung. T6i biét tén Latin cia hau hét cac loai chim pho bién & nuéc
Anh. T6i biét thanh ph6 thu d6 cia hdu hét moi quoc gia trén thé gioi, va phan 16m quoc ky céac
nudc. Toi biét treong Cao dang Magdalen duoc phat am 1a Cao dang Maudlin. T6i blet tron bo
cac vo kich ctua Shakespeare triv Timon ¢ thanh Athens, va tron bo tiéu thuyet cua Charles
Dickens trir Barnaby Rudge, va tat ca cac sach vé Narnia, va thir tu thoi gian sang tac, gan nhu
chinh xac trong truong hop cua Shakespeare. Toi thudc & ctia moi bai hat ma Kate Bush tung
ghi am, bao gom ca madt B, cling nhw vi tri x€p hang cao nhat clia moi dia don ma Kate Bush
ting phat hanh. T6i biét tat ca dong tir Phap bat quy tac, va thanh ngit “toe the line” [1] bat
nguon tir dau, tai mat dé lam gi, ho strng trau dwoc hinh thanh nhuw thé nao, tit ca cac doi vua
Anh theo thit tw, cac ba vo cta vua Henry bé Bat va s phén cia ho, swr khac nhau gitra da dugc
tao thanh do lita, do tram tich va do bién chat, m&c thoi gian ciia nhitng tran danh chlnh cua
Chlen tranh Hoa hong, nghia cua nhitng tir nhu ¢ suat phan chiéu”, “thuyet tiéu dao” va “uyén
ngit”, s6 toc binh quan trén dau nguoi, cach dan moc, sw khac nhau gitra phan ung phan hach
hat nhan va phan tng tong hop hat nhan, lam thé nao dé danh van tur deoxyribonucleic, cac
chom sao, dan sé trai dat, khoi hrcrng mat trang va co ché hoat dong cda tim nguoi. Nhung
diéu co ban nhét va quan trong nhat, nhu tinh ban, vurot qua noi dau mat cha, yéu ai do, hay
don gian chi la hanh phuc, lam nguoi tot, song dang hoang co pham cach va hanh phuc thi
duong nhu hoan toan va tuyét doi nam ngoai tam hiéu biét cda toi. Va duong nhuw t6i chang
théng minh gi ca, thuc té khong nghi ngo gl nita, t6i chinh la thang ng6c v phuwong citru chira
va dai ng6c trén thé gioi nay.

[1] Toe the line nghia la tudn theo nguyén tac hodc chudn mwc nao dé, ngudi ta tranh cdi vé
nguon géc xudt phdt thanh ngir nay.

T6i bat ddu cam thay thoang budn, nén bén tw minh vui vé bang cach goi thém mot cbc bia
va ly dup gin khac, dé rwou gin vao b1a ldy nia khuay 1én, nhing mau banh mi vao tuong ot
x0ai, va diéu tiép theo t6i nhé duwoc 1a minh thirc day con mac nguyén doé vao lac 6 gior 30 phut
sang.

“Brian! Brian, day di..."

“DE toi yén...” toi ndi, kéo cai chan qua dau.



“Brian, coi ndo, chung ta tré mat...” ai d6 dang lay vai toi. T6i gat phang tay ho di.
“Pang dém co ma - cut di.”

“Bay gio la 6 gio rudi sang roi Brian, chung ta phai c6 mat tai truong quay luc 9 ruoi, va
chiing ta c6 thé khong dén kip. Coi nao, day mau...” roi Patrick giing tdm chan ra. “Cau ngii ma
mdc nguyén do day a?”

“Khong...!I"” toi gian du‘ noi, nhung khong thuyet phuc cho 1dm, vi rd rang tbéi dang ngu, va
dang mac nguyén quan ao. “Toi bi lanh hoi toi, chi vay thoi...

Patrick gidt manh tAm chan ra han.

“Cau van mang giay!”

“Chan t6i bi lanh!”

“Brian - ciu da udng rwou day a?”

“Khong phai...!”

“Brian, t6i nghi la chiing ta da thoa thudn - ngtt sém va khéng nhau nhet truweérc cudc thi...”

'H

“Toi khéng c6 udng rwou ma lai!” tdi bat ngwoi ngdi thang diy, nghe rwou gin va bia va
banh chién dau c6 hanh yén vi trong da day.

“Brian, toi c6 thé nglri mui rwou tir hoi thé cla ciu! Ma sao cdi ném cda ciu lai nam trén
san nha thé?”

“Cau ta noéi do la giwong futon,” John dirng ¢ ngwdng ctra noi xen vao, run rdy trong cai
quan 16t. Marcus sdm soi nhin, nhay mit qua vai cau ta.

“T6i phai danh thirc cdc ban chung nha véi cdu dé ho mé cira cho vao diy,” Patrick giai
thich.

“0i. Xin 16i John, xin 16i Marcus...”
“Khong thé tin dwoc - cAu van con say diy a?”
“Toi khong say! Nam phut - cho td6i nam phut thoil!”

“Cau c6 ba phut. Toi sé ngoi xe doi dudi lau,” Patrick cau nhau, roi hoi ha roi phong, theo
sau 1a John va Marcus. T6i thé dai, 14y tay cha vao mit, ngbi & ria giwong futon.

To6i nho Alice.
T6i di t&i th quan 4o, 14y cai 4o khoac nhung ké mau niu cua bé.

Chuyen di dén Manchester kha chan. Ching toi di bang chlec 2CV cua Alice, va c6 nang trai
cho t6i mot nu cwoi ngy y khong- phai- cdng- -thé-dau day veé ke ca, toi gla bd khong nhin thiy
khi leo mot cach vung vé ra phia sau, tai khoai tay gion va VO bang cat xét vé tan kéu lao xao
dwdi chan T6i kéo manh ctra xe dong lai bang s¢i day phoi d6 ludn qua tay ndm ctra, va viéc
dung strc 1am tdi o 1én mot tleng, khong khi rit 1én qua ham rang nghién chat. Bac si Lucy
Chang phat hiénra diéu nay, c6 kham bénh, r6i mim cwoi véi toi kieu thay thuéc ma ho da day
co ay Su dung nhw mot phan trong chu'crng trinh dao tao. Toi kéo ao khoac dudi cam lén giong
mot cai mén khi khéi hanh, va c6 gang phot o sy trong tranh cua cai xe 2CV, rd rang khong co
hé théng gidm x6c nao ca, va cdm thdy nhw dang choi tro 1ai xe dung & khu vui choi.



Chang can phai noi cling biét 6 6ng cu non Patrick da chuin bi vai trdm cau hoi trong hanh
trinh de khoi dong vui, cac the cau hoi c¢& 15x10 dwoc danh may ky ludng, va anh ta khang
khang rong lén thdt to at ca tiéng 6n dong co 'may xén co cua chiéc 2CV khi chung toi lic manh
trén dwong xa 16 ¢ van toc 88km /h. Toi quyét tam  khong tra 101 bat ky ciu nao, chi dé day ho
bai hoc. Chién lwoc dé trai qua ngay hom nay la git ton nghiém. Kiéu hanh va Pham gia, do 1a
diéu quan trong. Piéu dé, va khong 6i mtra.

“Ba cau hdi diém thwdng vé cac cudc chién. Tran chién tai Blenheim dién ra vao nim nao?
Co6 ai tra loi khong? Khong ai a? Lucy?”

“M6t ngan bay tram... mwdi hai?” Lucy dé xudt.
“Khéng phai. MOt ngan bay tram 1é bon.”

“Khoi u sung, duoc nhic trong Tran danh Khéi u sung [2] ndm & dau? C6 ai khong? Khéi u
swng ay? Cé ai cé bat ky v kién nao khong? Khéi u sung. Coi nao, nghi ki di. Khéi u swng, Tran
danh Khoi u sung...

[2] Trdn ddnh Khéi u swng la tén bdo chi Anh thwong goi trdn Ardennes vi nhin trén ban do
quadn su, qudn Dikc thoc thing dwgc mét 16 hong Ion va tran sang khu qudn sw ctia qudn DPdng
Minh tao nén mét miii dui twong tw nhw mét khoi u sung.

“Ha Lan!” t6i n6i khé bén dwéi do khoac, mot phan chi vi muén anh ta ngirng néi “Khéi u
sung”.

“Ardennes tai Bi,” Patrick noi, tic ludi va lac dau. “Cau hdi sé 3. Tran Austerlitz con duoc
goi la Tran Ba hoang dé la tran chién gitta...”

“Patrick, toi co thé h01 Khong, y nghia that sw cua may cai d¢ la gi?” toi noi, nghiéng nguoi
vé phia truéc tir ghé ng01 “Y t6i Ia, anh that sw nghi rang, bang mot phép mau nao dé, mét cau
bat ky trong s6é nhitng ciu nay sé xuat hién trong cudc thi that a? B&i vi néu khong phal nhuw
vay thi that1a phi pham thoi gian cdia moi ngudi, ding khong?”

“Brian...” Lucy n6i, mot tay dat 1én canh tay t6i.
“Day 1a khdi dong, Brian!” Patrick rit 1én, xoay nguoi trén chiéc ghé dé ddi mat véi toi.
“Khoi dong cho nhitng nguoi nao trong chung ta khong hoan toan tinh tdo sang nay ma dang 1€
ching ta can phai tinh tao, hiéu khéng?”

“Toi khong biét tai sao anh lai cong kich toi!” t61 noi, bay gio dang quat Ién. “Toi qua cdu
di ngu lic may gio ha Alice?” va c6 nang liéc toi qua kinh chiéu hdu, cai nhin trirng trirng ctua
mot dan chi khinh khinh, 1anh dam.

“Brian, chung ta sé néi vé chuyén dé sau, dwoc chit...?”
“N6i sau vé chuyén gi?” Patrick hoi.
“Khong c6 gi,” Alice dap, “khdéng gi ca...”

“Alice, thé chi c6 bon chung ta & diy hom nay chi, hay ciu cho ai d6 tron trong ngin dé
hanh ly?”

“Sao?” Patrick hai.
“Brian, khong phai ¢ day, duoc chitr...?” Alice rit 1én.

“Ai d6 lam on cho tdi biét chuyén gi dang xay ra di...?” Patrick quat théo.



“Thoi duoc roi, moi nguoi! Buoc roi! Chung ta hdy... nghe nhac nhé?” Lucy de nghi, cb
gang hoa giai. Mot tay c6 van nam 14y canh tay toi, diu dang nhung kién quyét, con toi gan nhu
cho rang €6 mot mii kim tiém dwdi da & tay kia, nén ng01 sup xuong ghe keéo do khoac cao 1én
dau dé c6 chop mat, roi ching toi nghe bang cat xét "The look of love” (Dang vé cua tinh yéu)
nhom ABC dang hat liu lo, re re hét [an nay dén lan khic, trén cad doan dwong dén Manchester,
cho t&i khi toi nghi minh chuin bi ru lén.

Mot luc sau khi toi v6 tinh tho hoi reou vao mat Bamber Gascoigne, 6ng ay lién mat huat
vao van phong dé xem céc cau hdi va bd ching t6i lai voi nguoi ban cii Julian, anh chang
nghién ctru sinh tré tudi dé thuwong nay ldc nay moi tiét 16 doi thu cua chung toi. Nhu chung toi
da lo sg. Mot tir thoi. Oxbridge. Patrick c6 nan ra nu cwoi that twoi, roi tiéng hai ham rang anh
ta nghién vao nhau nhw vang doi khap truong quay.

Bon nguoi bon ho dang nhe nhang thong tha bang qua san truong quay tién Ve phia ching
to6i theo mot hang dai, giong nhtrng tay cwdp co sung. Bon ho deu thong nhat mac 4o coc tay cod
dinh huy hiéu truong va that ca vat, déu quang khdn choang cua truong va déu deo klnh nhuw
mdt nd luc dé doa dim ching toi. D6 1a mot doi hinh toan nam, da trang, nén toi cho rang itra
chung toi c6 thé tuw chic mrng minh vi da tao ra an twong vé binh dang gi¢i bang viéc c6 hai cb
gai trong doi, ngay ca khi mot trong s6 ho 1a mot mu phu thiy hai mit, loc Itra, mwru mo, xau xa.

Di nhién, cac déi tht cla ching t6i chwa phat hién ra ban chét cta Alice, nén bon ho deu
tién thang dén cb ta, bu xung quanh nhuw muén xin chit ky, con Patrick cir nhap nhém vo ich &
bén ngoai vong tron, c6 gang tuyét vong de bat tay ai dd, tay ai ciing dugc. Doi truong cua ho,
Norton hoc Ngon ngit, Van hoc va Lich sit Hy Lap-La Ma c6 dai — mot gd vai rong, tu hai long
voi veé dep trai cia minh, téc suén mém, cai kiéu ctia mot tén khén cé dién mao ua nhin lam ra
vé c6 thé vuot troi & bat ky noi nao - dang bat tay Alice khéng chiu buong ra. “Vay, cau chac
hin 13 linh vat!” han ta I nhé dam dang, 101 néi c6 tac dong dén toi vi nghe né co vé dang ghét
va chu ngh1a s6 vanh qua, thé 1a toi nhat theri muén thay mat Alice thé hién sw cam phan bénh
vuc binh quyen nam ntt, nhung roi chot nhé lai t01 qua, cai td 40. VA lai, Alice c6 vé khong ban
tam, vi c6 ta dang cuoi, lai con cian moi, mat mo tron ngay tho, hat mai téc méi goi, Norton
cling hat mai toc dang yéu, bong loang cua han ta ra sau, roi c6 ta hit mai toc dé dap lai, roi
han ta hit toc, roi cb ta hat toc, va canh ddy trong nhw kleu mot ngh1 thirc két doi trong chu'(rng
trinh thé gioi dong vat vay. Tdi xau hé phai noi rang tir “gheo trai” dang xudt hién trong dau,
nhung vi tir nay vira phan biét gioi tinh vira miét thi dan ba qua nén toi ben kiém ché, va thay
vao do chi ding bén ngoai nhém, khong cé ai dé bat tay, va quan sat. Lucy Chang phat hién
thay toi, cd bén budc tdi, nAm khuyu tay t6i va gioi thiéu toi voi Partridge, mot ga muoi chin
tuoi, dau hoi hoi, nuéc da hong dao, & Saffron Walden, hoc Lich st Hién dai, thé la toi cuoi,
cuoi tiép, noéi, roi lai cwoi va tu hoi khong biét c6 noi nao minh c6 thé dén va ndm xudng nghl
mot chut khong

Nhung khong c6 thoi gian, vi Julia dang d6 danh chung toi vé chd ng01 dé tap dwot cap tdc,
chi cho vui théi, anh ta dirng & cho danh cho Bamber. Khoi noéi ciing biét, Patrick da cd dinh vi
tri ng01 dé t6i ngobi & dau kia, xa, that xa khoi anh ta va Lucy, trén thuc té, {t nhiéu giéng nhu
ngoi ¢ trudng quay khac. Alice ngoi gitra chung t6i, neu la cach day ha1 muoi bon t1eng thi diéu
do that vui swong, nhung gio ddy chi con c6 sw kho s@, va chung toi ngoi dé, nhin ngay ra trung
trirng vé phia trudc trong im lang, khi Julian nhéc rang cai nay chi dé vui, khong phai la cudc
thi, diéu quan trong la moi nguwoi thiy thw gidn. That ngac nhién la ban va chuong déu co vé toi
tan va tam bo, nhw thé ai d6 da lam ching that nhanh trong 16p day nghe moc vdy, va toi that
sw c6 thé thay nhiing bong den dang phat sang tén minh ¢ phia truéc bang T6i c6 thé thao
mot cai bong ra néu muon, c6 1€ chdém noé sau chwong trinh va gitr lam vat ky niém, nhw mot
tro bong dua cda sinh vién chua tot nghiép, hi mii chua sach. T61 nghi vé viéc noi digu nay cho
Alice nhung chot nhé ra la ching t6i khong noi chuyén véi nhau, va lai thay buon. Trong khi
do, Julian dang moi ching toi thi bam chudng, chi dé cam nhan duoc ching. Chung toi déu
thu' va toi choai ngwdi ra nhin mit trwdc cla cai ban gd dan, dé thdy tén minh nhap nhay.
Jackson. Jackson. Jackson...



Cu01 cung tén to cling sang 1én roi nay!” Alice reo 1én. DI nhién t01 khong them nhin ¢6 ta,
nhung c6 thé nhin ra c6 ta dang mim cwoi tuyét vong qua giong noi. “Cau biét do, to ludn nghl
cach duy nhat dé tén minh phat sang la ddi tén thanh Loi thoat hiém!” ¢6 ta néi, nhwng toi
khong cwoi, chi gé nhe vai ma Morse 1én chudng; chAm chdm chdm, vach vach vach...

“La nhi? Lai thay chiing ta & day! Sau ngan iy thoi gian...!”

Nhung tdi van khong tra 101, c6 ta bén véi tay qua nam ldy tay toi va kéo nd ra khoi cai
chuong.
“Brian, lam on néi chuyén véi té di,” Alice ndi, lan nay thi khong mim cuoi, roi thi thim
noi, “Nghe nay, t& xin 16i chuyén dém qua, va xin 15i néu cau cam thay t& da lira dsi cau, nhun
té& chua bao gio hira hen diéu gi ca Brian a. T¢ ludn ludn thanh thuc véi cau, ludn ludn rat, rat

ro rang veé viéc t¢ cdm thay nhuw thé nao Brlan néi chuyén véi té di, lam on di ma? Té khong
thé chiu ndi khi cAu khong néi gi véi té...

T6i xoay nguoi qua, doi mat co trong bubn ba, xinh dep va moi mét. “Té rat tiéc. Alice,
nhung to nght to khong lam dwogc.” Co gat dau, td vé hiéu, va roi trwdc khi ching toi kip néi gi
khac thi Julian hang giong va budi dién tap bit dau.

“Lan chia ré cuoi cung gitra cac nha tho Co dbc giao mién Pong va mién Tay, doi khi dwoc
biét dén la sw ran nitt Pong-Tay, xay ra vao nim nao?”

T6i nghi minh biét ciu nay, nén bAm chudng.
“15177

“Khong, toi rat ti€c, chac ciu dang nghi vé Phong trao cai cach tén gido. Toi e 1a doi ciu da
bi trir nam diém.”

“1054?” Norton trd 1o, cai g c6 mai téc mém mai, hoc Ngon ngit, Van hoc va Lich stt Hy
Lap-La M3 c6 dai.

“bung,” Julian noi, Norton mim cuoi va hat mai toc dep ra sau dé murng chién thiang. “Va
Norton, mwoi di€ém, va ddi ciu c6 co hoi tra 1o ba cAu hdi diém thwdng vé cac vi than La Ma...

Va, tré tréu thay, thit ra toi biét tat ca cau tra loi.

Khi két thic budi dién tap kéo dai muwoi 1dm phit, chi cho vui, chi dé thw gian, nhé rang
day chi la mot tro choi, chung t6i thua 115-15. Ding & tAm phong phia sau canh ga, Patrick
gian_ dén ndi khong néi nén 161, Anh ta ctr di thanh vong tron nhé, ndm tay siét chit roi lai mé
ra, va kéu the thé. That suw la the thé.

“Ho gio6i nhi!” Alice noi.

“Ho cling dwoc,” Lucy tra loi, “chi an may thoi. Nén coi trirng Partridge...”

“...t0i cho doi dip nay ba nam roi, ba nam...” Patrick JAm bam, di long vong trong cai vong
tron nho ciia minh.

. ching ta chi hoi cang thang théi,” Lucy néi, “ching ta chi cAn phan chin lén mot chat!
B4t dau vui vé, thw gidan nao!”

Thinh linh t6i can uong gi do. Toi tu hai liéu co quay bar nao trong toa nha nay khong nhi?
“Cé 18 tat ca chung ta nén di téi quan bar, uéng mot hai céc bia cho thw giin mot chdt nhi?” toi
dé nghi.

Patrick ngirng di lai. “Cdi gi?” anh ta rit 1én.



“Anh khong nghi d6 la y kién hay a?”

“Brian, cau da tra 10 tdm cau hoi khéi dong trong budi dién tip va sai sdu cAu. Bi trir ba
muoi diém...

“Khong dung...” téi khang khang. “Ping khong nhi?” roi nhin sang Lucy dé kiém sw dong
tinh, nhwng c6 chi nhin chim chim xudng giay. Patrick quay sang c0.

“Lucia, dimmi, parli Italiano?” [3] r6i, b6i r6i, Lucy tra 1o, “Si, un pochino.” [4]
Roi quay sang Alice hoi, “E tu Alice, dimmi, parli anche tu l'italiano?” [5]
“Si, parlo l'italiano, ma solo come una turista...” [6] Alice thé dai.

“Anh 4y héi ching té c6 biét néi tiéng Y...” Lucy thi tham.

[3] Lucy, néi téi biét, em cé néi dworc tiéng Y khéng?

[4] Cé, mét chuit.

[5] Nay, Alice, néi toi biét, em cé ndi dworc tiéng Y nhiéu khéng?

[6] C6, néi dworc tiéng Y, nhwng chi nhw khdch du lich théi.

“Té biét anh ta dang hoi gi, Lucy a!” toi gat gong.

“Thé cau néi dwoc tiéng Y a?” Patrick hoi.

“Khong! Khong, khong biét...”

“Nhung Lucy blet Alice biét, t6i biét, chi con cdu, Brian Jackson, cdu, ké duy nhdt khéng biét
tiéng Y trong doi, vay ai c6 di kha ning dé tra 1o mot cau hdi khéi dong vé thuat ngit Am nhac
Y day?..”

“Chang ai chiu bAm chudng, nén t6i mé&i nghi minh nén thir moét phen...”

“Va dé chinh la vin dé cta ciu, phal khong, Brian? Doi v&i ciu, chi 1a thi, thit, thir, hoan
toan dodn mo, lan nao cling sai, nhlrng ¢ dodn mo, hét [an nay dén Ian khéc, chi dé sai, sai, sai,
sai, sai, sai, sai va thua cudc, roi kéo tat ca doi xuong véi cdu.” Khuén mat anh ta gio da hoi do,
cung mau voi cai ao len ngan tay dong phuc dai hoc, ma lai dang ding cach tdi c6 vai xang ti
mét..

“Nao, coi nao moi nguwoi, dé chi la dién tip thdi ma,” Lucy ndi, c6 gang dirng chen vao giira
hai chl’mg toi trong khi Alice dirng Iui ra xa hon, hai tay che mat, nhin ti hi qua nhirng ngén tay.

.. t61 tham chi con khong biét tai sao ban dau lai cho ciu vao déi nira! Hbéa ra ciu chi la
thang say xin va nong ndc mui regu, cdu cw Xt nhuw thé biét tudt trong khi thyc ra thi chang
biét cai quai gi. boi voi ca doi cau chi 1a cucng...” ban tay anh ta dat tren nguec toi, cac ngon tay
x0e ra va toi c6 thé cam thay nwéc mleng anh ta bin 18n ma minh... “c6 18 ching ta sé dat diém
cao hon voi mot ga dau duong x6 cho nao do, tham chi voi cau ban than Spencer troi danh ngu
ngdc clia cau, cac cau déu vo gido duc nhuw nhau ca. Ngudi ta néi ding, ta c6 thé duwa mot thing
con trai rovi khéi Essex, nhung ta khong thé...

Va téi cho rang anh ta sé tlep tuc noi, vi miéng anh ta van tiép tuc cir dong, nhung that su
toi cha nghe thay anh ta néi gi vl tatca nhlrng gl toi biét 1a ban tay anh ta dang kéo manh ve 4o
chiéc 3 ao khoac ke nhung nau cta bo toi, kéo 1€ toi di 1éch xéch. D6 chinh 1a khi toi quyet dinh,
khi cé gi d6 dap vao dau toi - ngoai trir dé khong that sw1a ddp, chi 1a cangra - va co 1é vi nhic
t&i Spencer, hodc diu vét con lai clia chau ruou téi qua, nhung dé 1a khi toi quyét dinh hic dau



vao Patrick Watts. T6i khé nhay 1én khong trung, nhin sao ciing khong gidng cd bat tung nguoi
cta cau tha bong r6 cho 1am, chi 1a nhin 1én trén &c ban chan, va ¢ dua dau xuong thap nhat
co thé dé dung vao giira khudn mat dé gay dang la hét d6. Va t6i xau ho noi rang minh c6 cam

gidc vui swéng va thoa man du thoang qua nhung manh liét, sy tra thu ngot ngao trwdc khi con
dau nhw bia b6 xam chiém nio va moi thtt dot nhién t&i sam lai.
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CAU HOL: Trong tac phAm Bdn tinh ca ctia J. Alfred Prufrock cia T.S. Eliot, chiéu ta “trai
rong trén bau troi...?”

TRA LOT: “... twa mot bénh nhan bi gdy mé trén ban.”

“La mot nguoi dugc sinh ra va 1on 1én ¢ Glasgow, t& nghi khong c6 gi sai khi noi rang
chung ta dang duoc chu'ng kién cach hiéu sai mudn thu¢ vé nguyén tac co ban cta don huc
dau,” Rebecca Epstem noi. “Muc dich chu yeu cua viéc cung dau la dung nhiéu lwc nhit cé thé
dem phan clirng o' tran tiép xuc voi pham mém & mii caa doi thu Coi cau da lam gi kia, Brian,
dém phin mém & mii dung vao phan cirng & tran anh ta. Két qua 1a d6 mau va bat tinh.”

T6i m& mat va thay minh dang nam ngura trén hai cai ban dwoc kéo lai. Lucy Chang dang
ding bén canh, chai phan téc mai loa xo0a truéc mat tdi ra sau, dua 1én ba ngén tay va hoi, “Té&
dang gio 1én may ngdn tay day?”

“Néu t& tra 1o1i sai, ching ta c6 mat nam diém khong?”

C6 mim cwoi. “Lan nay thi khong, khong bi.”

“Thé thi ciu tra loi 1a ba.”

“Con thu do cuia Venezuela la...?”

“Caracas?”

“Gioi 1am, 6ng Jackson,” Lucy ndi. “Té nghi cau sip khoe roi ddy.”

Chung t6i dang ¢ trén hai tang so voOi treong quay; nhin ra phia sau lung cta truong quay
truyen hinh trong phong san xudt Thdch thirc Dai hoc; sach tham khdo dé vuong vai khap noi,
anh cda nhirng nguoi thang cudc lan trudc duoc treo trén tudng. Téi quay dau sang mot bén
Va thay Rebecca, dang ngbi trén ban déi dién, trong c6 that xinh dep - khong phai xinh dep, Vi

u “xinh dep” c6 tinh phan dong va néu rd gioi tinh qua, ma la hdp ddn - trong chiéc vay dai
den, vai tromn, 6m sat nguoi bén dwdéi cai do khoac denim den, dung dwa doi chan mang giay
Doc Martens.

“Cau dén roi day a?”

“0, dén roi. Khong duoc bd 1& vu ndy vi bat ky diéu gima. T¢ 1én chiéc xe buyt nhé cuing
voi dam Bao thu tré dong loat mang khin ‘quang cua truong va nhirng con giu boéng nhan nho
cua bon ho, roi con hiin ba bang & ‘tram xdng, néu cdu biét tinh thi d6 hoan toan la cai gia cat
cb, roi t& nghl Chua o1, con lam cai quai gi 0 do? bay ddng 1a dia nguc! Va roi bon t& dén va
du'o'c dan di tham quan mot vong trudc chwong trinh, lic queo v6 goc thi vira kip luc thay ciu
ndm dai trén san bat tinh trong viing mau cua minh, va t& nghl 3, cau day roi, néu chuyén dé
khong dang ba bang thi té chang biét cai nao mai dang nira.

Toi nhin xuong, thay minh chi mic moi cai quan dai va 4o gi lé, cung la ao gi 1& da mac
trong ba muoi sau tleng doéng ho qua, 1am cham nhitng giot mau chay xudng phia trudc, va co
hwong rwou gin trén do. Thuce ra, né con hon cd hwong. D6 1a mui. Téi dang boc mui.

“Chuyén gi xay ra véi quan 4o cda té r6i?”



“Bon t& da cwdng birc ciu, Lucy va té, trong khi ciu bat tinh dy. Ciu khéng phién ché?”

Lucy do mat. Allce dang giit 40 so mi cla ciu trong nha vé sinh nita, ¢ ging siy kho
dwdi may siy tay...

“Cai ao khoac c6 sao khong?”

“Cai ao khoac khong sao...”
“...chilanéla o khoac ciabé té...”
“N6 khong sao ca, that dé...”

T6i can than ngbi day, ngoi sang mot bén trén ban, va hinh dung thay ndo minh cling dang
di chuyen dang dap vao hai bén so. Lucy gio cai guong trong bo trang diém 1én, va toi hit mot
hoi sdu nhin vao guwong. T6i cho 1a n6 phai toi té hon thé cht, mi duong nhuw khong sung
nhiéu va cling chang méo mo hon binh thuong, du c6 mot duong vien giong sap mau den
trong nhw but chi mau dé xung quanh 16 mili.

“Patrick sao roi?” téi héi Lucy.

“Khong bi tray xwéc gi,” ¢6 dap.

“Tiéc nhi,” t6i noi.

“Nay, di roi dé,” c6 néi, nhwng mim cwoi bi an. R6i nghiém mat. “Nhwng c6 mot van dé.”
“Sao?”

“A...t& khong nghi ho sé cho cau tham gia chwong trinh.”

“Cdi gi? Cau dang dua diy a!”

“Té e la khong dua dau.”

“Nhwng tai sao lai khong?”

“A, cau da hanh hung doi trwdng bon minh ma.”

“Té khong hanh hung anh ta! T¢ chi huc anh ta c6 mot cdi! Ma anh ta cong kich t¢ trudce co
ma, ciu thay roi day, anh ta nam 4o khodc kéo xdc t& [én! M3 du sao thi t& méi 1a ngudi bi
thlro'ng' Lam sao cé thé hanh hung anh ta néu té& la nguoi bi thwong chir ha?...”

“Cai do la trwong hop tu vé, 6ng tedng a,” Rebecca noi.

“Té biét, Brian, nhung du sao thi Patrick khong vui vé gi. Anh 4y c6 mdét ngwdi ban hoc
khoa Kinh té, san sang thé ch6 cta cau vao phut cudi..

“Cau dua ddy a..”

“Brian, cau that sy khong thé d6 16i cho anh ta dll’O’C Cau tr¢ thanh mot con sau rwou, tra
1&i sai mot dong cau hoi, roi c6 gdng lam v mili anh ta..

“Nhuwng me té sé c6 mat & day va con nhiéu chuyén khac nira!”
“Brian, d6 chi la mot cudc thi ngé ngdn thoéi ma,” Rebecca ndi, van du dua hai chan.

“Nhung ba di ca chang duwong dai tir Southend toil..." va toi co thé nghe tiéng minh da hoi
khan duc di, that 1a tham hai d6i véi mot thang dan d6ng mudi chin tudi, toi biét, nhung toi that



Sw mong muon c6 mdt trong chuong trinh. T6i chot nhin thay canh twong minh dang co giai
thich v&i me vi sao rot cudc toi lai khong c6 mdt ¢ d6. C6 cam giac nhw bi truwong tra vé nha
sé'm vay, that xdu hd, nhuc nha dén ndi méi nghi dén théi téi da khong thé chiu duwoc roi.

“Julian néi sao?”
“Julian noi la con tuy Patrick. Anh ta dang & cung véi Patrick dé thao luidn chuyén nay...”
“Thé ciu nghi sao?”

Lucy cau may mot chdc, roi noéi: “Té nghi la néu ca hai nguoi hira choi dep, ngung cw xtr
nhu nhirng dira tré 1én ba, dong y hop tac VO’l nhau nhuw mét doi, va cAn thin khi bAm chudng thi
dung roéi, cau sé c6 mat trong chwong trinh...

“Thé thi, Lucy o1, cdu c6 thé néi diéu dé véi anh ta dwoc ch? Lam on di?”

Co6 th¢ dai, xem dong ho, nhin ra clra r6i néi, “bé t& thir xem sao,” roi di ra clra, dé t6i va
Rebecca & lai phong san xuat chwong trinh, ngoi trén hai cai ban d5i dién nhau, cach nhau
khodng ndam mét, ca hai déu dang vung vay chan va cé gang phét 1o cai hinh nhuw dwcrc goila
“bau khong khi gitta chung ta”. Khi sy im lang bit dau tré nén kho chiu, Rebecca bén gat dau
roi chi ra phia ctra.

“Co 4y dé thwong ha.”

“Ai co?”

“Lucy ay.”

“Phai. Phai, c6 4y dé thwong, dé thwong that.”

“Vay sao cdu khong hen ho véi cé dy di?” Rebecca hoi.

«

. gi?”
.. t& chi nghi c6 4y c6 vé dé thuong, thé thoi...”

“«

« »

.. Vi t& khong muon!...

{4

.. nhung ciu cha vira bao cd 4y dé thuong con gi...”

«

.. thiéu gl nguoi dé thuong...”

« »n

.. nhwng khéng dud xinh dep do6i véi ciu, dung chi?...

{4 1

.. t& néi thé bao gio vay?...

« 1)

.. hay khong du sexy chang?...

“«

.. Rebecc...”

«

..b&i vi, d€ ndi cho ma nghe, cau chang hip dan ti ndo, anh bana...”

{4

.. phai, t& biét...”
“...ngoi & d6 va&i cai do gi 1é dinh mau cia ciu...”
“...phdiroi...”

{4

.. t& phai no6i thém 1a cha c6 cai gi qua trong lanh, tham chi tir ch6 nay...”



«

..cam on nhiéu, Rebecca...”

“...thé thi tai sao lai khong?...”

« ”

..vi chic cd 4y khong thich t& daul...

“«

lam sao ciu biét? Néu chwa tirng hoi? Cau khong thiy cach c6 4y nhin ciu khi cdu bat
tinh dau...

«

. vévan...”

“«

.. chai t6c che mat cAu sang mot bén va nhiéu chuyén khac thi that swla goi tinh diy...”

« ”»

.. Rebeccal...

{4

. SW that ddy! Néu té khong c6 mat & day chac co 4y da cdi quan ciu ra roi, ma ciu ciing
cha biét gi...

« ”n

..v&évan!...

{4 ”»

.. thé tai sao ciu lai d6 mat?...

[ n

..lam gi co!...

« ”»

.. tai sao cdy khong hen c6 4y xem?...

{4 n

.. hen cai gi?...

“..henho..”

“«

.. b&i vi té khong...”

« »

..lam sao?...

{4

..t& khong...”

“«

..crnodidi...”

«

..yéu...co ay...”

{4

.. giong nhw khong yéu té chir gi?”

«

..sao co?’

“«

..nghe réi con hoi...”

« ”n

.. Rebecca, ching ta c6 thé?...

«

. gi?”

“«

..n0i chuyén nay sau khong?”

«

.. tai sao khong phai bay gio?”
“Béi vi!” roi téi hit mot hoi sau, lan dau tién tir ndy dén gio. “Bdi vi té con phai suy nghi vé
nhitng chuyén khac, dwoc chr?”

“Thoi duoc,” co noi. Bong ¥y, phan doi c6 hiéu lyc,” roi co truot xuong cai ban cao, kéo
manh cai dam dal nhuw thé c6 hoan toan khong nim bat dwoc nd, bang qua van phong t&i ngdi



lén ban bén canh toi.
“Cau dang mac 4o thay tu ha?” t6i hoi.
“Ao thay tu cai dau cau. Pay la mot chiéc ddm. Pau sao ro6i?”
“A, cau biét d6. Hoi dau.”
C6 dwa tay vao tdi 4o khoac va rat ra mot chai whisky con mot phan tuw.
“Mudn udng thudc khéng?”
“T6t nhat la thoi.”
“Coinao, di doc tri doc nhé?”
“Pé la mdt loai doc khac. Rwou gin.”
“Oi cha, thir @6 thi nhdm nho gi. Cau biét gin 1a thudc giam dau, phai khéng?”
“Té nghi do la ly do té da uéng rwgu gin.”

“Hirm, tw thuong than va tw cdm ghét ban than - mot sy két hop hoan hao. Cha trach phu
nit thay cau hap dan khong cucmg lai dworc. Cau hoi giong” Travis Bickle [1].” Co hcrp mot ngum,
roi lai dwa cai chai cho t6i. “Tin t& di, rwou Scotch chac chin 1a liéu thudc t6t day.”

[1] Nhdn vdt trong phim Tai xé Taxi ndm 1976.

“Ho sé ngti thiy né trong hoi thé té,” toi ndi, nhung co lai tho tay sau vao tui khac, va rat
ra mot hop keo bac ha hwong cyc manh. ‘Thé th1 choi ludén,” toi noi. C6 dua chai sang va toi
uong mot ngum | 16m, roi quing mot vién keo bac ha vao miéng, d€ cdc mui vi tron 1an vao nhau,
ching to6i duwa mat nhin nhau mim cudi, roi ngoi do, giong nhw nhitng dwa nhéc, chan du dwa ra
khoi canh ban.

“Di nhién, ciu biét Alice dang hen ho ngwdi khac cht?” t6i noi.
n(‘); »

“Cai ga tén Neil, dong vai Richard Pé Tam hoc ky truwédc, thwong khap kha khap khiéng &
quan rwou sinh vién day...

“Tén khén chéng nang...”
“Chinh han. Vay la cau biét.”

‘ “A, thdy hin ta gd ngudi Iti nhanh qua khoi phong ¢ nang déi 1an 1a té cling da nghi nghi
roi...”
“Hay han bi gu?” C6 nhin t6i do hoi, “Cau biét d6, nhw gui, giong Richard bé Tam...? Ma sao
ltic d6 cau khong noi té biét?”
“D6 that sw ¢ phai la chuyén ctia t& ddu? Doi song tinh cdm cta ciu ay.”

“U. Chic 1a khong,” roi toi phai thd nhin rang, bat chip tit ca nhiimg chuyén da xay ra,
Alice, ci danh vao dau va moi chuyén, toi van nghi dén chuyén hon co ta, lay lwdi lua vién keo
bac ha vao gbc trong miéng, roi nghiéng ngwdi sang va hon ngay 1ap tic, dé xem chuyén gi sé
Xay ra.

Nhung thoi khac do troi qua va thay vao dé toéi nhin dong ho.



“Ho chic ciling n6i chuyén xong roi.”
“Ai?”

“H6i dong xét xtr.”

“Muon té di xem thé nao khéng?”

“Phai do, that tuyét,” roi c6 ddy ngudi ra khdi mét ban, di ra cra. “Nhé néi tot cho té day
nhé,” tdi noi.

“DEé t& coi c6 nghi ra duoc diéu gi tot khong da,” cd dap, chinh lai vay roi di, dé toi lai mot
minh.

T6i luén thiy hoi bon chon khi khong co gl dé doc, dac biét khi chi mdc mdi 4o gi 1é ma
ng01 day, nhwng may thay vdn phong nay day nhirng sach - phan 10n 1a sach tham khao nhu'ng
van la sach - toi bén nhat cudn T dién trich dan Oxford, ma ho da s dung nhw mot cai goi, va
chinh Itic d6 t6i da nhin thay né.

Trén ban.
Mot bia kep h6 so mau xanh dwong.

Trén bia c6 mét vai to gidy A4 duoc photocopy. Co tén cua nghién ctru sinh Julian viét tay
trén cung, nén toi cho rang day chi la nhwng ghi chép cua anh ta ve viéc san Xuat chwong trinh.
Anh ta chac da cAm né theo khi ho mang toi dén day, va don gian 1a dé quén trén ban. Tap gidy
A4 khong co gl ddac biét thu vi - chi cé tén ctia cac thanh vién nhém, so do chd ng01 danh sach
tén clia cac tiéu ban, r01 nhitng thit linh tinh khac. Nhung mat trwdéc no la mot cai phong bi,
mot phong bi bang gidy manila day tao cdm giac 1a bén trong chita hai xap thé bai. Toi mé kim
kep phong bi trén bia.

Phong bi khong duoc dan kin. Hodc cling ¢ the né dwoc dan, nhung rat hoi hot, chi c6
khodng mot x3ng ti mét hd dé 1am né doéng lai. T4t ca nhitng gi téi can 1am 1a dwa ngdn tay cai
trwot doc theo...

T6i ném phong bi xudng ban, nhw thé né vira tré nén néng phong tay.
ROi toi day nhe, ldy ddu ngdn tay day né ra xa qua bén kia ban.

ROi t6i lai diy nhe, theo cai cAch ban day con gi d6 dé xem né chét chua.
ROi tO6i nam 14y mot gdc, kéo né lai vé phia minh.

Roi tbi 14y hai tay cAm né 1én, d€ né trong long, ngdi nhin.

ROi toi lai dé nd xudng ban, day cang xa cang t6t khoi tAm tay minh.

Va roi toi nghi “Oi v& van that” réi vwon tay cam 1y va mé ra.
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CAU HOI: James Hogg, Saint Augustine, Jean-Jacques Rousseau va Thoma de Quincey déu
viét thé loai van chuwong gi?

TRA LOT: Ho d&u viét “Loi thi ti”.

Hoi thi 14y cac ching chi O- level, ngay trudec bai thi trac nghiém Hoa, t6i bi viém da day
nhe. Du sao thi do cling la cai tén ma tdi goi can bénh, vi né la bénh truyén nhidm va toi bi sot -
3, khong hin 1a sét, chi'1a nhiét dd hoi cao mot ti - t6i dwoc phep lam bai kiém tra khong b1 coi
thi trong mot van phong nho xiu k& phong gido vién, vi toi 1a mot hoc trd ngoan; tuyét déi va
hoan toan dang tin cay.

Va toi da gian lan.

Ban hiéu dé, khong phai theo cach trang tron. Toi chi kiém tra xem dé chac la khong co ai
di dén, lay phan huwéng dan 6n tap ra va nhanh chong tra bang tuan hoan cac nguyen to hoa
hoc d& kiém tra hoa tri ciia ka li va ma gié va cac chat khac, r6i nhét no tré lai, chi c6 thé.

\

Glang sinh, t6i da lay ra mot chit “E” va “S” roi 1én It hoédn doi ching véi chit “Z” va “X”, do d
chir “Amazed” va “Foxed” roi vao 6 dwoc diém nhan gip 3.

Ngoai ra, ngau nhién thoi, khi choi tro sap chit dwéi 4nh nén véi Alice & Suffolk ngay dip
)

Va do chinh la thoéi gian 1an. T6i khong lay gi lam tu hao trong trwong hop nao ¢ trén,
nhung trir noi ho then ra diéu ma Sartre goi la “khong dang tin cay”, diéu té hai nhat chinh la
cam giac ddn vat rang viéc gian l4n dau c6 can thiét. Du sao thi toi cling thang roi, ma tat ca
nhirng gl viéc gian lan dem dén chi Ia 1am héng di cai cdm glac chién thang d6. Nhw me, va nhu
Sartre c6 18 sé& néi, “Ban chi tw danh Itra chinh minh ma théi.”

Nhung day khong phai ky thi Hoa O-level hay tro s3p chi, lAn nay quan trong hon nhiéu.
DPay la Thach thirc, va cé it nhit tam ly do chinh dang la nhirng cai c¢ hoan hao dé toi gian lan.
1) Pau tién 1a cudc thi duoc chiéu trén truyén hinh. T4t ca ‘nhitng nguoi toi quen sé xem
chuwong trinh, bao gom Spencer Tone, Janet Parks, cac thay co gido ct, Gido su Morrison, roi
tén khon Neil MacIntyre, va tiép theo di nhién cé 2) khan gia trudong quay; me va Des, 6ng bo
dwong twong lai cua toi, roi Rebecca, Chris ga hippe, va Erin. R6i con c6  3) dong doi toi, Patrick
va Lucy, ddc biét la Lucy, nguoi ma toi da lam that vong, va la nguoi vo cung xing dang gianh
chién thang va 4) di nhién la Alice, ngudi nghi rang toi la mot thang ngu, mot thang bom ruwou,
mot ganh nang, mot thang he, ciing la nguoi ma toi nghi m1nh co 1€ van con yéu, va ngoai ra 5)
tham chi t6i c6 thé khong cé mdt trong doi, nén du sao thi may chuyén diu tranh tu twdng dao
dirc nay c6 thé chi laly thuyet suong thoi, va 6) theo mot cach nao do, tinh canh nay tham chi
cling cha phai 16i cda toi, do 1a 16i ciua ]uhan vi da dé cam do ngay trudc mat toi, va 7) trong
tinh canh nay bdt ky ai cling sé lam diéu twong tw, bdt ky ai, va hon nira 8) toi chi 1 mot con
nguoi.

Do chinh 1a ly do toi quyet dinh phal lam gi, vé Iy ma ndi thi la gian lan, nhung trong do toi
cling dua ra mot yéu té vé co may 1o rang; toi cho pheép minh nhin vao mgt the, va chi mot the
thoi, chi c6 bay nhiéu, toi xin the. Nhung t6i phai nhanh. T6i chay t&i ctra, mo n6 ra he hé, nhin
hai ph1a khong thay ai, chay lai ban, 1y may tdm thé ra khoi phong bi.

Chung duoc chia thanh hai chéng budc day thun, mét 1a cac cau héi chinh, chong kia la cau
hoi thuong. Tbi tach chong cau héi chinh khoang ha1 phan ba, can thin dat hai chong bi tach
ip mit xuong ban dé cé6 thé dit moi thir chinh xac vé diing vi tri, nhim nghién mit lai va ldy



mot thé & trén cung ciia chong thé, cAm n6 dwa cich xa d6i mat dang nhim chat khoang mot
mét.

T6i c6 thé cAm thdy mau minh dang don Ién mi mat.

To6i m& mat va thiy, dwoc ddnh may ngay ngan...
CAU HOI: Nhan vat Phillip Pirrip trong tiéu thuyét ctia Dickens.

. t6i cdm thay hoi dé mat vi khé chiu vi t6i biét cau trd 101, dé ot, 1a Pip trong Gia taivi dai.
P4u tranh véi kidu tién thoai lwdng nan vé dao dirc ki€u nay thi 6 nghia ly quai gi khi ma toi
thira biét cau tra 101? ROi madc du da the thét nghiém tuc trwoc Chia, hay bat ky ai do, la chi
xem mot thé va chi mot ma théi, téi caAm 18y mot thé khac, cai tiép theo trong chong, va lat mat
no lai.

Gio cdi nay tot hon roi day...

CAU HOI: Bang California dwoc bao quanh béi ba bang Hop chiing quéc Hoa Ky va mot
bang cia Mexico, do 1a nhitng bang nao?

TRA LOT: Oregon, Nevada, Arizona va bang thudc Mexico 1a Baja (“Ha”) California.

Oregon, Nevada, Arizona, Baja California. Hoan hao - vira du kho dé giy an twong, nhung
khong qui kh6 dé khién tbéi tré nén dot xudt dang ngo. Oregon, Nevada, Arizona, Baja
California. Nhung phat am the ndo, Baja hay Baya nhi? Khong sao, minh s€ tuy co rng bi&n khi
tra 101; toi tap noi 1om, cw xur that ty nhién; ’ Oregon 0, Nevada, vm, Arizona? Va Baja...” (khé
mim cwoi, vi tiéng Tay Ban Nha ctia t6i hoi b1 toi)... “hay la Baya California chang?’

Nhung néu Lucy cling biét ciu tra loi thi sao? T6i ca la ¢6 Ay biét. Cling chang sao, mién
mot nguoi trong doi tra 1o trude doi kia la dwoc. Trén thyc té, Lucy tra 101 thi sé tot hon, vi khi
d6 lwong tam cua toi sé khong phai cin ritt. Oregon Nevada, Arizona va Baja California. Bay gio
thi nhanh tay 1én nao, dat chung lai dung vi tri trong chong thé, vo vo xudng mat ban cho ngay
ngan chang day thun lai, chong thtr nhat chong thr haj, dé hai Xap trong phong bi va liém
miéng bao, nhung dimng qua nhiéu, chi & mot bén mép chd da lay tay mo kep no lai vao bia kep
ho so, dé cai bia lai chinh xac noi da phat hién ra, tap lai, ndi to. “Oregon, o, Nevada, wm,
Arizona va ca Baja California phai khéng nhi?...”

T6i di t&i bén clra s6, nhin xuéng cac ndc nha va ong khéi ctia Manchester, nghi dén nhirng
gi phai lam luc nay.

DAu tién phai xin 16i Patrick, chin thanh nhun nhuong nhu’ng khéng hen ha, thira nhan ca
hai da di qua xa, nhung van phai duy tri “Kiéu hanh va Pham gia”. Véi Alice, phai lam cai gl do
dé dan hoa, chi cho c6 nang thiy rang, dung, toi rat dau kho, nhung c6 nang dang pham mot 16i
lam khung khlep voi gd Neil, dé 1a ton that cda c6 nang. Va roi toi chi can chirng to voi c6 nang
diéu ma co nang da bo 1o; day phong cach, vi tha, khiém ton va véi Alice & bén, todi sé chién
thang trong cudc thi ndy. Oregon, Nevada, Arizona va Baja California...

Cé tiéng gb ctra, roi Patrick buérc vao c6 vé dm dam, nhung bi Alice va Lucy thic bén swon,
ca hai déu dang c6 che du nu cuoi.



“Patrick.”

“Brian.”

“Xin 10i vé chuyén luc truéc.”

“Loi xin 161 dwoc chdp nhan.” Roi anh ta hang giong, Lucy khuyén khich bang céch thiic
nhe vao bén suwdn anh ta. “A, trm, coi ndo, toi vira néi chuyén véi Lucy va Alice tai day, va ca
bon quyet dinh cé 1€ la chung ta déu di qué xa, hoi kich dong thai qua, trwéc 4nh dén trudong

quay va moi thit, ma... du sao thi bon t6i thay dau quyét dinh van thich gitr cAu trong doi hinh
hon.”

“Cam on anh, Patrick,” tdi no6i, khé git dau cii chao trinh trong.
“Cam on cau, Brian,” anh ta cui ngwoi dap lai.

Con Lucy thi dang nhay mat v&i toi va cuwdi, kin dao gio ngon cai 1én & dwdi eo, trong khi
Alice dang cam chiéc 4o so mi sach sé mai du‘(yc ui phang phiu cda tdi va do khoac ké nhung
nau cda bo toi.

“Hay lam,” t6i néi. “Ching ta di da dit tui kia thoi!”



42

CAU HOI: Trong tiéu thuyét Howards End ctia E.M.Forster, Leonard Bast di gip phai s6
phan den dui nhw thé nao?

TRA LOT: Mot cai ké sach d6 ap xudéng dau gi, va tim g ngirng dap.

Nhung truoc khi di da may cai | mong kia, ching toi di uong tra va dn vai cai banh quy nhat,
roi tdi di téi phong vé sinh nam rira nach bang xa phong nuwdéc va bat dau thay kha khdm hon
mot ti, Sau d6 chung toi di to1 cac phong phuc trang khac nhau dé dwoc trang diém so. Khi da
ban x4u nhu da t6i, viéc nay co kha nang la mot trai nghiém kha bé bang, nhung mot co gai tot
bung tén Janet da trang diém cho t6i, va, day that swlamot ca han ché duoc hu hai; mot it kem
che khuyét diém va phan vira du dé nhlrng giot m6 hoi dau tir tuyén ba nhon cda toi khong anh
Ién dudi anh den trwong quay. Ba ching t6i khong mat nhiéu thoi gian; Patrick mac cai ao len
ngan tay dong phuc dai hoc da ui, toc anh ta ndm ep sat an toan bén dudi 10p keo xit toc bao vé
trong sudt va chic chin, con Lucy thay mot cdi 40 so' mi cai nut rat sach s€, gon gang, co danh
chut son va cot tdc ra sau bang cai kep toc hinh bwdm. Ching toi du'ng vOi nhau ¢ hanh lang,
noi chuyén vui ve, dot nhién toi thdy c6 trong that dé thuong, va dang cd nghi ra cach khen
ngoi ma khong lam cé sén gai 6c thi Alice bwdc ra tir phong phuc trang.

C6 nang mdc mot cai ao vay dai den bo chén, dai, c6 cao, va thot dan & mat ca chén, kiéu
hang dét kim vai lwdi, di giay cao got den c6 quai, mac du thu'c ra doi chan a ay sé chang bao gio
xuat hién truéc ban. Co nang trong giéng hét mét minh tinh man bac, ruc rd, chéi sang, va dot
nhién t6i lai mudn phat bénh.

“Cac ciu nghi thé nay c6 hoi qua khong?” ¢6 hai.

“Khong hé. Alice, ciu trong that tuyét voi,” Lucy dap. Julian dén dé dan ching t6i di, anh ta
chop lay cai bia kep ho so dang ho then, va hoi ngac nhién khi thay Alice. “Dwoc roi, quy co cau,
da san sang chwa?” roi chung to6i theo chan anh ta xuong hanh lang din dén trwong quay. Toi
ding phia sau Alice d€ c6 thé ngdm dang di cua cd nang.

Ching toi dén truong quay thi thdy doi kia dang 6n dinh chd ngoi, c6 thé nghe thay tiéng
vd tay va la 6 ¢ vii tir co dong vién doi ban khi dang dirng trén canh ga. Roi Julian gat dau ra
hiéu, d6 chinh la thoi diém chung t6i tién vao diu trwong. T6i theo sau Alice khi ca doi tién vao
trwong quay, va nghe mot ti€ng hit ha tir khan gia, nhan vién trwong quay roi nhu'ng nguoi
quay phim dung tay lai nhin, thi thAm vao tai nghe, mot tiéng htrm than phuc dang sau trang
v tay va tiéng ho reo hoan hé. C6 hoi kéo vay lén mot chut khi lwét di ra sau cai ban, lam nhuw
dang luot qua mot cai xe limousine, va ai do6 trong khan gia huyt sao, dirng trén quan diém
binh dang gidi thi toi that Su khong tan thanh viéc nay, nhung n6 dad tao ra mot trang cuoi
trong tru’crng quay. Alice cwoi va cam llnh vat ctia doi, Gau Eddie, truwéc mat, va y nhu me toi
van noi - “xinh dep va thira biét diéu dé...

Chuing tdi 6n dinh chd ngoi, roi mim cwdi véi nhau khi sw phan khich 13ng xudng.
“Hoa binh nhé?” c6 nang héi.

“Hoa binh,” t6i ndi, roi ca hai nhin xuéng khan gia. Rose va Micheal Harbinson c6 mat &
do, va Rose khé vay tay day tw hao.

“That tot khi thay ho c6 mac quan 4o!” toi néi, Alice lién v0 vao c6 tay t6i khién trach. Me
t6i ngdi & hang ghé thi hai ngay sau Rebecca, khé vay may ngén tay, va gio hai ngén tré Ién,



toi lién vay lai.
“Me cdu diy a?” Alice hoi.
llU.)l
“Ba trong that dang mén. Minh mudn gap ba.”
“Chac roi ciu sé gap thoi. MOt ngay nao do.”
“Nguwdi dan 6ng co ria kiéu Tom Selleck kia 13 ai thé?”
“Chu Des ddy. Khong phai chi rudt, d6 chi la cach goi thoi. That ra, Ong 4y sdp 14y me t6.”
“Me cau dinh tai gia a?”
u(‘);-n
“That tuyét vori! Cau chang chiu ké cho t& nghe gi ca!”
“A, t& ciing dinh ké dém qua, nhung...”

“Phai. A. Phai roi, di nhién. Nghe nay, Brian, chuyén v&i Neil 4y ma, that sw sé chang dau va
dau...”

“Alice...”

“Chuyén do chi la choi boi thoi, n6 khéng c6 nghia la cdu va té..." nhung 6 khong kip noi
hét cau, vi Bamber dang buéc vao. PAm dong vo tay va reo ho, con Alice nim tay toi, siét that
chat, tim toi bat dAu dip nhanh hon, va diy chinh 1a thoi diém d& dit diém chuyén nay.

Va di nhién muw¢i tdm phut sau thi doi toi thua.

Du sao, ciling tot. Chi la 45 diém so v&i 90, nhung Parttidge, cai ga dau hoi c0 khudn mat
mau qua dao r6 rang la ké di nhan siéu dot bién la thuong, at han da duoc tao ra & mot phong
thi nghiém b mat nao do, vi cau ta toan tudn ra nhu'ng cau tra loi ding, d6i véi moi chd dé co
thé nhan thic duorc, hét cau nay toi cau kia “... Gido hoang Pius XIll, Duwong dirt gdy San
Andreas, Herodotus 2n-1 (2n-1) trong d6 n va 2n- 1 déu la nhiing nguyén to ka li ni trdt, ka li cré
mat, ka li sun fat...” ma tat ca cac ciu tra loi dé déu la mot ga hoc Lich str Hién dai trong nhw
mé&i sdu tudi. Tham chi con khéng céng bang khi goi do 1a kién thirc téng qudt, d6 chi la kién
thirc thoi, kién thitc dwoc tap trung lai mot cach thuan tiy, va toi chac chan 13, diu do sau gay
cua Partrldge c6 mot cai nut nho duoc g1au kin, néu ta bam nut d6 thi khuén mat cda ciu ta sé
votra dé 16 mot dong nhitng 6ng hai cwc va vi mach xtr 1y va nhitng dén di 6t nhap nhay Tron
khi d6 doi tru'o'ng ctia ho, Norton, dén tir truong Canterbury hoc Ngon ngit, Van hoc va Lich st
Hy Lap- La Ma c6 dai, hAu nhu chi can lam mot viéc la dua cau tra 161 dung cho Bamber bang
chat giong tram, ngan nga, dé thwong, roi ngad nguoi ra sau, vueon vai dua gién voi mai toc
béng muot, dang yéu cua minh trong khi phong nhirng tia nhin hen-gip-sau-nhé day an y vaéi
Alice.

Patrick dang bat dau hoang so. Mo héi rin ra xung quanh c6 4o dai tay mau do tia, anh ta
bit d4u tré nén hiéu thing roi pham 16i, nhwng 10i lJam khting khiép, ngén tay anh ta run run
bam chudng trong no luc tuyét vong dé vt vat diém sé.

Reng reng.
“George Stephenson?” Patrick tra 10i.

“Sai, rat tiéc, trir nam diém.”



“Brunel?” Partridge dap.
“Ding! Muoi diém...”
Reng reng.
“Quyén con ngwoi cia Thomas Paine?” Patrick nai ni.
“Sai, rat tiéc, trir nam diém...”
“Thoidai Ly tinh caa Paine,” Partridge tra loi.
“D/ 'CA \-d-/\”' »
ung! Cong muwoi diém...

Va chuyén ctr nhw thé. Trong khi d6 Alice va t6i con té hon 1a v6 dung. C6 tra 1o sai mot
cau, noi Ba Margot Fonteyn trong khi la Ba Alicia Markova, con téi hau nhu khong mo miéng
du'o'c lan nao, chi gat dau nhw dién vai bat ky diéu gi Lucy noi trong luc hoi y ca doi. That ra,
néu khong vi c6 Bac sy Lucy Chang tai g101 thi ching toi that sw dén gior nay da bi am diém, vi
cu' moi lan Patrick tra 101 sai, co 4y lai c6 mot cau tra 101 ding, hoan toan ling 1&, khiém ton

“Nghién ctru vé ong?” - Dung - “T6i nghi béi vy mai 1a t6i?” - bung - “Linh muc Zadok cua
Handel?” - Pung - va c6 lic, t6i thay minh vwon nguoi qua Alice nhin Lucy, ¢6 dang vén mai
toc den, béng mwot ra sau tai, khiém tén nhin xuong san nha khi dam dong vo tay khen ngoi,
va toi nhcr lai nhitng gi Rebecca di noi; co 1€ téi nén moi co ay di choi chang? Sao toi lai khong
nghi vé chuyén dé nhi? C6 thé dé chinh 14 cau tra 1&i. C6 thé, néu chuyén véi Alice khong
thanh...

Toi dang nghi cdi gi thé nay? Chung t6i hién dang thua voi ty s6 65-100, con thang
Partridge quai dan thi dang tra loi ba cau hoi lién ti€p vé hoc thuyet toan hoc ctia Evariste
Galois hay cai gi d6 hoan toan cha hiéu néi, con téi chi dirng day llec nhin thin thit vao sau gay
con linh vat doi minh, chung t6i dang thua, dang thua, dang thua va t6i nhan ra la ngay ca voi
Oregon, Nevada, Arizona va Baja Callfornla dworc chuén bi san trong dau, cach duy nhat chung
toi co the thang 1a ai d6 trong khan gia, Rebecca Epstein ching han, dua Partridge vao tim
ngam cda khiu sung ban tia cuc dai.

Va r6i mot diéu tha vi da xay ra; mot cdu héi ma t6i biét ciu tra 1oi.

“Nguwoi tinh cia Porphyria, trong d6 vai chinh da treo c6 nguoi yéu bang bim téc cla cd
gai, 1a bai tho thudc thé tho twong thuit cda nha tho nao doi Victoria?”

Va khong ai bdm chuéng. Khong ai ngoai trir t6i. T6i nhan chuéng, roi ¢ gang mé miéng,
duwdng nhw miéng t6i da bi dan chitlai boi bot ho, tdi c6 gdng phat ra tiéng noi.

“Robert Browning?”

'"

“Pung!

Co tlen v0 tay, tzeng vo tay thuc sy, do me tdi mé dau, nhung c6 con hon khong, roi ching
tdi c6 cau hoi diém thuong...

“...cau truc té bao thwc vat!”

Alice va tdi rén ri thanh tiéng roi ng01 sup xuong ghé, thay minh that thura thai. Nhung
khong sao, vi Bac st Lucy Chang dang o ddy, va cai chuyén Bac st Lucy Chang khong biét cau
tric te bao thuwce vat thit cha co nghia ly gi hét. C6 dy giai quyét ching ma khéng do mot giot
mo hoi.

“...m0 mém...mo day... d6 c6 phdi mé cirng khong?”



~ bung, d6 chinh la md clrng, va ddm dong lai ho reo cd vi, vi chiing t6i da quay lai véi tran
dau, bay gio1a 90-115, va t6i da tinh tao, vi biét la tbi - khong, khdng phai t6i, ma la chiing toi,
ca doi - c6 thé thang trong cudc thi nay.

“Thém mot ciu hoi khédi dong, nhin vat trong ti€u thuyét cua Dickens, Philip Pirrip con
duoc...?

Biét.

Reng reng.

“Pip trong Gia tai vi dai,” to6i noi, ro rang va tuw tin.

“Doan rat giéi,” Bamber noéi, va c6 mot trang vo tay tir phia khan gia, tham chi c6 mot
tiéng huyt sdo, tdi cho la tir Rebecca, t6i co thé thay cd ay & hang ghé dau dang cuwoi rang ro,
roi toi cam thdy giong nhw minh vira ghi duwgc ban thang vay. Du vay t6i c6 gang khong cuoi
dap lai. Téi phai trong nghiém tuc, tw tin va tri 6c dang chay dua vi biét ciu hoi sap téi.
“Oregon, trm, Arinzona, 0, Nevada, va Baja - hay Baya nhi? - California?” Nhwng phai binh tinh,
cau héi thuong trwdc, mudi ldm diém trong tam tay, cong mudi diém toi vira méi gianh duoc
cho d6i, 115 ca thay, d4 dé cin bang ty s6, nhung tat cd phu thudc vao viéc cic ciu diém
thwdng hoi vé cai gi...

“Nhitng cAu héi diém thwdng clia cac ban sé 1a vé nhitng 1oi thoai m& dau va két thuc tir
cac vo kich caa William Shakespear.”

“Hay Iam!” t6i nghi thé nhung khong néi ra, hay thé hién ra mdt, “Minh c6 thé tra 1o, minh
cd 1a biét ciu tra loi.” Di nhién d6i tha dang hang, ngbi sup xudng ghé vi ho biét la héc thé tra
10 dung, con Norton, hoc Ngén ngit, Van hoc va Lich st Hy Lap-La Ma co dai thi hat téc chan
nan, nhung may ciu trai an may Kia o1i, by gio cac cau hai la cia bon nay roi nhé. Alice chac
cling dang thay tu tin, vi ¢6 nhin téi, gat dau mim cwdi, nhw mudn néi “Hoi di, Bamber, mudn
héi gi thi cit hoi, khong thanh van dé, vi téi va Brian chinh la tam giao va cting nhau chiing t6i
c6 thé gidi quyét bdt ky cAu nao 6ng hdi” va dén lic roi, ciu hdi diém thwdng dau tién...

“V& kich nao bat diu bang 1oi thoai, ‘Cat ngay! Vé nha di hoi nhitng ké lwoi nhac, xéo vé
nha cua cac nguoi/ Pay phai dau la mot ky nghi?”

Biét.

“Julius Caesar,” t6i thi thAm v&i Patrick.
“Chac khong?” Patrick hoi.

“Chac chan. Lam trong ky thi O-level roi.”
“Julius Caesar,” Patrick tra 101, cwong quyeét.

~ “Ping!” Bamber néi, va c6 mdt vai tiéng vo tay 16m bom, khong nhiéu, vira du, trudc khi
bat dau sang cau hoi ke tiép.

“V& kich nao két thic véi nhiing tir, ‘Ta sé thang tién vé phuwong xa; ra khoi chén nay/ Noi
sau muon thé lvong lam dam chim trai tim ta'?”

Biét. Othello.
“Hamlet?” Alice thi thAm v&i Patrick.

“Khong, t& nghi 1a Othello,” tdi no6i, 4n cAn nhwng chac chan.



“Lucy?” Patrick héi.

“Xin 16i. Khong biét.”

“T& that sw chac chin mwoi chin phan tram dé 1a Hamlet,” Alice lai noi.
“Brian?”

“Té nght Vo Hamlet két thic bang canh thi thé dwoc mang ra va sung duoc khai hda. ‘Noi
sau mudn thé luong’ & day chi cai chét caa Desdemona va Othello, nén t& kha chic day la
Othello, nhung néu anh mudn néi Hamlet thi hién nhién roi Patrick a, anh c néi Hamlet di.”

Patrick nhin Alice va toi, lwa chon, quay sang micro, va néi, “P6 cé phai la... Othello?”

“Chinh la Othello!” va dam dong ho reo dién dai. Patrick viron ngwoi doc theo ban va xoa
X0a vao cang tay toi than thién, Lucy nhay mat con Alice thi nhin t6i, cai nh1n lap lanh sw biét
on va nhin nhuong va yéu mén thuc s, mot cai nhin t6i chwa bao gior gdp & co nang truoc day.
Ban tay c6 lan dudi ban, cham vao dui t6i roi tim ban tay t6i va ndm chat no, ngon cai co cha
vao long ban tay am va nong cua toi, va bay gio c6 dang dé chiéc giay den c6 quai vao gitra hai
ban chan to ban cuda toi, roi ca vao mit ca chan toi, chung téi nhin nhau dau chirng chi c6 mot
gidy ma tudng nhu mai mai, va tiéng vd tay cir tiép tuc trong khi tdi mim cuwdi, du chang hé cha
dich, va Bamber lai néi tiép...

“Cau hoi diém ‘thuong cudi cung: vo kich nao két thic véi nhiing loi sau dwoc hat1én; 'Va
thé day, vé kich clia ching ta di hét/ Nhung ching tdi sé c6 gang lam quy vi hai long hang
ngay")"

Biét.

Va van nam tay nhau dwédi ban, nhw mot thé thong nhat, trong sw dong thanh hoan hao,
Alice va t6i thi tham, “Pém thir mwoi hai!”

“Dém thtr mwoi hai?” Patrick noi.

“Dém thir mwoi haila cau tra 1o dang!” Bamber dap, the la ddm dong v0 tay, va van bi mat
nam tay Alice dwdi ban, t6i nhin Rebecca trong dam khan gia, thay c6 ay dang ditng 1én ghé, ho
reo, dua ngoén tay 1én miéng huyt sdo va gio hai tay l1én qua dau vo tay. Me ngoi hang ghé phia
sau, dua hai ngon tay cai lén, con Des cling dang vO tay, nghiéng nguoi qua, ndi vao tai ba,

“Lam quai nao ma con trai em biét hét may chuyén do nhi? Em chac phai tw hao 1am!” hay didu
gi d6 dai loai ma toi twong twong ra, va bén dudi am thanh cta nhitng trang phao tay toi nghi
minh nghe tiéng Alice néi cai gi d6 nhwla " ‘Cau cuwc ky ddng ngac nhién diy nhé”, va ro6i Bamber
noi:

“Lam rat tot! Bay gio hai doi dd can bang ty s6, con bon _phut, nén con nhiéu thoi gian cho
hai doi. Nao da den lic, hay dit ngoén tay 1én chuong va cau hoi khéi dong tiép theo, muoi
diém. Bang cua..

Biét.

Va van con nam chit tay ctia Alice dwdi ban, tay phai dé trén chudng, va bAm, va noi, hoan
toan ro rang: “Oregon, Nevada, Arizona va Baja - hoac dwgc phat am la Baya? - Califorinia?”

Va roi tdi ngdi lai trén ghé va doi tiéng vo tay.
Nhung né khong vang 1én.
Khong gi ca.



Khong vo tay, chi c6 sw im lang khiing khiép.
Toi.

Toi khong.

T6i khong hiéu.

T6i nhin Alice dé nho giai thich, nhung co ay chi nhin thang vao toi v&i nu cwoi nira miéng
b01 réi, la lung trén khudn mat, cai ma lic dau toi tuong la sy ton sung, sung bai vi su téa sang
cua mlnh nhung n6 dang thay doi trudc mat toi va lang xuong mot cai gi do té€ hon nhidu, rat
nhiéu. T6i nhin dau bén kia ban, va cling nhu vay, cling cai nhin do, cla Lucy va Patrick, mot
ki€u nhin... khinh miét dang so. T6i nhin xuong khan gia, va nhan ra d¢ la mot loat glong hét
nhau nhwng ho den cam lang, miéng ha hoc voi nhitng cai nhan mat bi hiém, ngoai tri Rebecca
dang nga nguoi vé phia truéc hai tay 6m dau. Tiéng xi xam bat dau vang lén tir khan gia
trwong quay, roi ai do bat diu cudi to va kich dong, roi cam gidc dau don va nudi tiéc dot
nhién xet qua tao cdm giac hut hing chéi véi nhw roi vao khong gian, téi nhan ra minh vira lam

gl.
T6i da tra 1oi ding cau hoi truwde khi né dwoce hoi...
Bamber Gascoigne la ngwdi dau tién pha v swim lang.

“A, kha 4n tuong, that ra do dich thila cau tra 16i dung, nén...” 6ng dua ngon tay lén mot
bén tai, noi chuyén véi phong diéu khién, va roi néi tiép “... nén £6i nghi co 1é tot hon ching ta
nén... ngwng... ghi hinh... métl1at?”

Va bén duwdi cai ban, Alice budng tay toi ra.



PHAN KET

Hoc it 1a biéu nguy hiém;

C6 udng thi hay uéng thit sau, chirng dirng chi nén qua Sudi nguén kién thirc:
C6 nhirng mép nwdc ndng lam nhiém ddc Bo nio,

Nhwng uéng nhiéu lai lam ta tinh tdo tré lai.

Alexander Pope, Bai ludn vé phé binh

Toi biét chuyén tdt dep sdp xay ra.
Va khong biét khi nao,
Nhuwng ci¥ tin 1a n6 c6 thé tw minh xay ra.

Kate Bush, “Cloudbusting,” album Bdy ché sdn Tinh yéu

CAU HOI CUOI CUNG: Dai 256 ki 16 mét nim theo truc Pong T4y, hon dao DPia Trung Hai
nao 1én nhat trong cac dao Hy Lap c6 trung tam hanh chinh tai Heraklion, 1a mai nha clia nén
van minh Thoi ky d6 ddng, nén van minh chau Au thuc thu dau tién?

TRA LOT: Do Crete.

{I{
Ngay 12 thdng Tam ndm 1986
Ai chao ngwoila! (“Ai chao” Chinh td.!?)

Khoe khong? Cad la cdu ngac nhién lam, sau chirng dy thoi gian! Phdi, ddu bwu dién & mdt
truoc la dung ddy - to that sw dang ¢ nudc ngodi, ldn dau tién. Mét noi qud néng birc! Té thdm
chicon cé lan da ram nang, gan gdn nhw thé hodc sé c6 khi théi 16t da. Khd dé dodn la té dd “hoi
qud tay vao ngay ddu tién” va dau mudn chét suét mgt thoigian, va phdi dieng dn, nhung bdy gio
to khoe hon roi. (Da ciing sdng ra, nhung cdu khéng cdn biét diéu dé!!!) Té ciing hoc Iin, khdc
phuc sw hodang logn. DO an thi rdt tuyét voi - thit bi chay nhiéu, hoan toan khéng cé rau. Hom
nay t& moi dwgc dn miéng pho mai Feta ddu tién. Hirm - co mgt chiit gibng dé dwoc mudi mdn.
Cdu cé nhé ldn hai dira minh dén qudn Luigi, cdu dd mdc cdi trang phuc da héi ddy khéng?

Sao ciing dworc.

Tdm thiép ctia cdu dén vira kip truoc khi bon to chua’n bi di, do diing la mgt sw ngac nhién
thii vi, va nhe nhém nira. Sau, trm, cuéc phiéu lwu nhé ctia bon minh, té& nghi cé Ié cdu con gidn to
nhiéu Idm. Ma cdu cé bao gic gdp lai Patrick khong? Anh ta da héi phuc chwa? Hay tén té vdn
con Iahvet bun nho? Gwi Iori héi thdm ctia t& dén anh ta, It lai xem sdc mdt anh ta bién doi thé
nao nhé

To nghi tin cdu dwoc dong vai Hellen Keller vao hoc ky sau thdt tuyét voi. Té hinh dung do
chdc hdn la mét thdch thirc thuc thu. Biét sao khong, it ra Idn nay khéng phdi hoc 10i thoai! Cdi



gd Noel Hén Nhdt dd ndi gi vé viéc dién ma khéng dam sam vao do dac nhi? Ha ha! Xin 16i!!!
Khéng co gi dang cuoi ca. NOi nghiém tiic, thdt ddy, that sw rdt gioi. Cdu sé la mot Helen vi dai. Co
[é to sé xubng do xem cdu dién, ddc biét khi t& dé b6 16 vai 'dién Hedda ctia cdu (nhw mot thu mon
rdt dn ndn da tirng | ndi! Hiéu chu'a7M0t chuyén dua cua da banh! Ha ha!) Sé thdt tuyét néu gdp
lai cdu, sau chirng dy thoi gian. C6 mot déng chuyén dé ké vai cdu ddy...

. va toi phai nglrng viét tai chd do, vi nghe thiy tiéng bwdc chan co ay tré vé va dang lén
ciu thang sau khi di boi budi chiéu, tdi bén nhanh tay nhet btrc thu giri bang duong hang
khoéng vao bén trong cudn sach, quang minh lén giwong, gid vo dang doc cuén Trdm ndm co
don.

I

Cudi cung, chinh Julian, nghién ctru sinh tre tudi dé thuong la nguoi téi cam thay c6 10i
nhit. D€ lam cho ciu chuyén nghe c6 ly, té6i danh phai 16i anh ta vao cuéc mot chut vay.

Vé co ban chuyén nhw thé nay; trong khi dang nam trén ban thi toi v tinh dung phai cai
bia kep ho so, cdi ma anh ta da bé quén khi ho khiéng toi 1én do, no rot Xuong san, va phong bl
ma toang ra, 1am thé cau héi roi vai khap san. DT nhién, khi nhan ra nhirng tAm thé toi lien dé
chung lai vao phong bi, nhung r6 rang toi phai dé y dén nhu'ng gl da viét trén mot tam trudc
khi d& n6 khuat m&t minh. Moi nguwoi biét do, kiéu tiém thirc y ma.

Ma neu tinh dén viéc phai huay budi ghi hinh va moi moi nguoi ra vé thi ho nhu thé cling
kha tir t& roi. Y toi la, ho khéng giong bDurc Quoc xd hay cai gi dai loai thé, ho khong chiéu cay
dén dé ban vao mat tdi hodc doi xir thdé bao véi toi, vi toi cho rang vé Iy ma ndi thi tdi dau co
lam diéu gi sai. Du sao thi cting khéng thé cé chuyén toi bi truy té duwoc.

DT nhién ho dd huy tw cach cua ca doi, vi mdc du t6i qua quyet 1a chi minh t6i lién quan, va
do hoan toan 1216i cta t6i, ho ciing khong ‘thé lidu linh. Thé nén vay do. Cai két ctia Thdch thikc.
Cho tit cd moi nguoi.

Va t6i phai thtra nhan rang, toan b chuyén do x4u ho6 lam. bén mic tbi cam thdy khong
thé quay vé cung véi doi, vi khong chic ho co cho toi vao ng01 cung xe khong, dong thoi cling
kha chic 1a minh sé khong duoc chao don trén xe buyt doi co vi. Nén toi quay vé Southend voi
me trong chiéc xe tai nho cua Des, ngodi chen chic & ghe truérc. Ban biét canh phim thay trén
ban tin vé nhitng tén toi pham bi day nhanh ra khoi S¢ Canh sat, glau mat dwoi mot cai mén
mau xam cht? A, chuyén tdi ciing glong nhw vay. Khi lai xe ra khoi bai dau, tdi c6 thé thay
nhitng nguoi khac dang dirng quanh chiéc xe 2CV vang cua Alice, Patrick trong nhw dang la hét
va da chan vao banh xe, con Lucy thi dang cb trin an anh ta, Alice dwa nguoi vao xe, van mdc
chiéc ddm den xinh dep va mot tay cam Eddie Gau bong lung ldng, c6 ay trong | that bubn va
dep. T01 bat gap 4nh mat cta co 4y khi ching toi lai chlec xe tai nho ngang qua, cd ay lién buot
miéng “Nhin Kia, cdu ta kia kia!” hay diéu gi do, vi tat ca bon ho déu quay nguoi lai, va, a, that
sw khong c6 cach cu xtr 1o rang trong tinh huong do, khong that sw co biéu cAm nao trén guong
mat dé st dung, nén toi chi ctir dong miéng tao ra chir “Xin 161" qua ctra kinh.

Toi khéng chic 1a ho thiy dworc.

Patrick bat dau la hét gi d6 ma tbéi khong hiéu dwoc, roi nhin quanh kiém céi gi d6 dé€ ném,
con Alice chi 1ic d4u that cham rai.

Nhung tdi d€ y thdy Lucy dang vay tay, toi nghi cd 4y mai ti té€ 1am sao.

{{

Khi chac la co ay da ngu, ngu gat ga gat gu gidc chiéu, toi bén di ra mai hién nhin ra bién,
ngoi vao cai ban go, va tiép tuc viét.



Xin 16i nhé. Bi gidn doan. Té néi t&i ddu roi nhi? Phdi rdi, ¢é I€ té nén xuéng xem cdu dién vai
Helen Keller, du dwdng thi xa lo xa Idc. Cdu thdy day, t& da chuyén dén Dundee. Té cé mét cho
hoc, bt dau vao ' thang Muoi toi. Lai la Vin Anh, dil é tdn ddy ho chi goiné la “Vdn hoc’, ma té
nghl né hoicé vdn dé. To thdy on cd, c6 mot khéi diu méi, Té hy vong vao twong lai, va hy vong
ldn nay tdp trung dwoc nhidu hon vao viéc hoc...

T6i ké cho me nghe cau chuyén da ké véi moi nguoi, va ba tin t6i, du lic dé ba khong ndi
gi nhiéu. Nhung sang sém hom say, khi da quay vé Southend va toi dang di 1én ciu thang dé vé
phong ngu, ba bao chuyén do khong sao ca, du sao thi ba cling tw hao vé t6i, va that tuyét khi
nghe ba néi thé, ngay ca khi t6i con khong chic didu dé cé phai 1a that khong.

ROi bubi chiéu sau do t6i da goi cho khoa Ngitr Van, noi la minh s€ khong tré lai hoc trong
mot tudn dwoc vi dot ngodt bi nga bénh. Nhung chuyen da lan nhanh r6i, vi Giao su Morrlson
tham chi khong them héi toi bi bénh gi. Ong chi noi rang 6ng hoan toan hleu vaviéc do co l€ la
mot y kién hay, roi la cir nghi bao 1au tuy thich. Thé 1a t6i danh phan lén tuian d6 ndm trén
giwong, chu yéu la ngu, doc sach, khong udng rwou bia, cho chuyén doé tan thanh may khoi.

Nhung ban biét day, co mot loai khoi chang bao gio tan bién. Hai tudn da troéi qua ma toi
van chua roi khéi phong ngu hdn duoc, téi quyét dinh c6 18 khong vé lai truong thi tot hon.
Nén mot budi chiéu Des va t6i lai xe td1, thira ltc Marcus va John di ra ngoai, thu don tat ca do
dac cuda t6i, va lai xe vé nha ngay chiéu hom dé. Roi toi quay lai giwong, va & do ludn, cho dén
Ehl me khang khing 1a toi phai di khdm béc si, roi thi sau d6 moi chuyén cling bat dau khéi sic

on.

May thang con lai téi quay vé lam cong viéc cii tai Ashworth Electricals, nha may san xuat
10 nwéng banh. Toi nghi ho hai 10ng khi thay toi quay lai. Me va Des da hoan viéc to chirc khai
trwong Ion dé ché Nha tro trong sau thang, moi nguoi thay viéc do khong sao, con Des ciing
khong c6 gi phan nan, toi cho la thé. Spencer da roi khoéi givong bénh va van dong hoi ‘thang
Tuw, cau ay bi an treo va mot khodn t1en phat nang. Nhung t6i da xoay x¢ kiém cho cau ay mot
cong viéc tai Ashworth, lam cung voi toi, cling vi thé ma toi c6 nhiéu thoi gian bén cau ay hon,
that tot. Toi khong ké toan bo cau chuyen da xdy ra, ma cau ay ciing khong h01 co 18 vay la tot
nhat. T6i ciing hay gdp Tone, nhu‘ng khong nhiéu, vi ciu ta lic nao ciing c6 vé dang nghi vé viéc
dwoc “diéu dong bi mat” tai Canh dong Salisbury.

Con gl nita nhi? Toi doc nhiéu. T6i viét mot sé bai tho, phan 16n kha d®, mot vai chuyén
ngan mot v& kich truyén thanh; ngdi thtt nhat, cudc doc thoal noi tam cua dong tw tu'crng dwa
trén tac phadm Robinsion Crusoe, nhung duoc hién dai héa va duoc nhin tir quan diém ctia nhan
vat Thir Sau. Toi nghe di nghe 1a1 album Bdy ché scn Tinh yéu, va quyét dinh rang dé chic chin
1a album hay nh4t cta Kate.

Va r6i vao thang Sau, hoan toan bat ngd, té6i nhan dwoc mot cd dién thoai.

Du sao thi ciing dd dén lic ndéi lo'i chao. Té c6 thé ngivi thdy mili thit chdy, bdo hiéu gdn dén
gior dn toi roil!l!

Nhin lai thoi gian dd qua ma xem, ding la mot khodng thoi gian vui ve, Alice nhi? Yto' la Ig

b6 mua cho t& mét bé Idp rdp Airfix kit. Té ngoz xuong 'chd ban bép vd truée khi mé ndp hop, té
chdc la co ding dung cu, ding loai keo va tdt cd mau son diing, bong nhung khéng phan chiéu
dnh sdng, va mot con dao thu céng thdt sw rdt bén, va té tw hira véi bdn thdn minh la sé hoan



toan tudn theo cdc hudng dan trong toglay, sé thdt sw tdn dung thoigian, khong hap tdp, khong
voi vang, thuc hién voi sw cdn thdn, tdp trung, that sw tap trung, dé cudi cung c6 dugc mgt mo
hinh mdy bay hoan hdo, ly tu'o'ng theo triét hoc Platon vé viéc thuc chdt mot mé hinh _mdy bay
phal nhw thé nao. Nhwng & mot giai doan nao do to lgi toan bdt dau di sai htmng dé mdat mot
miéng ghép dwéi ban, hodc dé rdy son ra, hodc mot cdnh quat dwoc boi keo Ién va ddn chdt vao
nhung khong quay d‘u'o'c hay nhiing maéi néi sé rach toac ra khi té trwot nhe né - thé nén khi
dwa cho b6 xem mot sdn phdn hoan thanh thi né cé vé... khéng hoan toan dep nhw té da ky vong.

To da c6 gdng diung dn du nay dé lam y chinh cho mét bai tho, nhung hoan toan chwa nghi
ra gicd.

Du sao, chiic nhitng diéu tét dep nhdt cho ndm hoc méi. Té sé viét thw cho cdu chirng nao 6n
dinh va roi cé Ié hai dira minh cé thé...

“Cau viét thw cho ai vay?” c6 4y hoi, mit chdp chép ngai ngl trong 4nh chiéu nhip nhoang.
“Cho me 4y ma,” t6i ndi. “Ciu di boi vui khéng?”

“Sang khoai lam. M6i tdi bi dinh cai gi trén toc dy.”

“Mudn té 14y ra khong?”

“U, ldy gium t& v6i,” roi khong thém mac do nguc vao, cb dy budc ra hién, ngdi xudng san
gitra hai dau goi toi.

“C6 khi nao cdu mudn mac quan 4o vao trwdc chiang?” toi hoi.
“C6 khi nao cdu muon an mot cai ddm vao mat chang?...”
“Nguoi ta nhin thay day...”

The thi sao nao! Chuda o1, Jackson, t& thé, c nhw di nghi mat véi c6 gitr tré Mary Poppins
quai quy ay...

“Cau biét khéng, ciu néi tuc hoi bi nhiéu day.”
“Dep cai ban mat d6 ngay va lo nhin di, dwoc ch®? Thay gi khéng?”
“Ur. Trong nhw kiéu dau hay nhwa dwdng gi 4y.”
“N6 c6 ra khong?”
“Khong han!”
“C6 1& dwdi voi sen sé dé ra hon nhi?”
“Uf, c6 1& vay.”
“Thé... ciu cung vao chx?”
“Tat nhién roi. Pi nao.”
{K

Ttrc la ching t6i dang & day. Di nhién méi la nhitng ngay dau tién., Y twong ban dau khi hai
dira n6i chuyén qua dién thoai la khi du lich day doé nhat dinh la phai & phong riéng, hoac it
nhat 1d mdt phong cé hai giwong don, nhirng ké hoach dé cho thay tén kém qua, né pha san



vao dém th& ba, sau mot cudc tdm sw thang than va kéo dai va nguyén chai rwou manh
Metaxa.

Nhung du sao, nhu t6i néi, chung toi dang & day. Toi that su khong phai ¢ noi ma toi nghi
minh sé ¢, hodc tham chi noi t6i da muén &, nhwngrm ai day7 Va toi cting khong mong doi la
c6 sé & véi minh, thanh that ma ndi. Di nhién c6 van chtti thé luén miéng, nhung co khién toi
cwoi nhiéu. Nghe chang co gi dang ke nhung chuyén nay thit sw gan nhw bit kha thi cach day
vai thang. Nén moi chuyén tot dep ca.

Thit su tot hon ca tot.

Tat ca nhimg nguoi tre tudi déu lo lang vé chuyén no chuyén kia, d6 1a mot phan khong thé
tranh khoi va rat doi tw nhién ctia qua trinh trudng thanh, va nim mudi sau tudi, néi lo au lén
nhat doi toi 13 toéi chdng con bao gio dat duoc bat ky cai gl tot dep hodc thuan khlet hoac cao
quy, hodc chan thuc, nhw két qua chu'o'ng trinh O-level cua toi nitra. Va toi cho chang minh c6 lé
van chwa dat dwoc. Tat nhién, tat ca déu la chuyén tu ngay xlra ngay xwa. Gio thi toi da mudi
chin tu6i, toi thich nghi ring minh di khén ngoan va diém dam hon nhiéu truedc nhitng chuyén
nay.



LOI CAM ON

Xin cam on nhirng ca nhan duo¢i day vé nhitng y twdng, suw ho tro va nhitng tro duia cua ho:
moi nguoi ¢ Hodder vi s nhiét tinh, ddc biét la Mari Evans vé tai bién tap xudt sac; ]ohnny
Geller va moi nguoi & Curtls Brown, Pic biét xin cdm on Hannah MacDonald vé 1&i khuyen vO
gid va Roanna Benn vi suw nhiét tinh ngay tir dau. Con phai ké dén Douglas Kean, Micheal
McCoy, Josh Varney, Nicola Doherty, Emma Longhurst, Nick Sayers, Judith Auld Justin
Salinger, Tamsin Pike, Christine Langan, Camilla Campell, Nicholas Wilson- Jones, Olivia
Trench, Susie Phillips, Crispian Balmer, Sophie Carter, Eve Claxton, Matthew Warchus va Nell
Denton vi da mdc trang phuc do. Nham muc dich tao klch tinh, mot s6 nguyén tac va quy trinh
ghi hinh cudc thi Thdch thitc Pai hoc da dwoc thay déi cé cha dich - xin gl 1 xin [6i dén
nhitng ai theo cht nghia thuan tuy.

T6i ciing xin cam on nhitng cuon sach tham khao nhiéu khong ké xiét, dac biét la cuon
Bdch khoa toan thw Britannica va Thdch thirc Dai Hoc: 40 ndm ddu cua Peter Gwyn ca hai déu
la nhitng cuén khong thé thiéu trong ti sach moi nha. Téi cling mudn gui 161 cam on chan
thanh dén Bamber Gascoigne, Kate Bush, Jeremy Paxman va nhirng nha v6 dich cudc thi nam
2002, Truwdong Cao dang Somerville, Oxford, vi ngudn cadm hirng bat chot.

Trén hét, t6i mudén cdm on Hannah Weaver, c6 dy luén c6 mdt trong tirng trang sach, du cd
c6 nhan thiy diéu 4y hay khong.
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