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“Mét dém day hy vong, dam mé, phan khich cua am nhac, cua nhirng chuyén lang thang
va tinh yéu chém né-... S6i néi, goi cdm... va cdm déng mét cdach chan thanh.”

- The Bulletin



Cham tran ban gdi cii. Ban gdi cii dd c6 ban trai moi. Bdt chot dé nghi c6 gdi dirng bén
canh lam ban gdi ciia minh trong ndm phut. Hén cé dy va sau dé la mot cudc phiéu luu day bat
trdc noi nhwng nguoi trong cugc cting khong chdc vé bdn than. Tdt cd nhiing diéu dé Nick da
trdi qua chi trong mét dém. Ciing Norah.

Nu hén bdt ngo va néng nhiéu hon dw dinh dy dd dwa cdp déi ndm phut kho'z hanh mét
Chuyen phiéu luu cdm x vo tien khoang hdu xuyén dém Manhattan, va cdi goi la “cugc hen ddu
tién” dd tré thanh mot dém ruc ré ctia nhitng khoanh khdc chénh vénh trén ranh gioi thdm hoa
va tinh yéu, gitta dm nhqc, tiéng cwoi, nhitnhg cdm tric dan tran hon mikc trdi tim co thé dung
chita, béi réi va dam mé, nhw mét bdn danh sdch cdc khiic ca bdt tdn ma cé 1é chang mdy ai
d‘me trdi nghiém ldn thit hai trong doi.



1. Nick

Ngay bat diu tir nira dém. T6i chang cha y dén cai gi ngoai cay bass trong tay, tiéng 6n
trong tai. Dev thi dang gao, Thom thi dang lac, va toi lam nguoi gitr nhip, toi la cai don ho, t6i
1a nguoi phdi hop cai thi goi la Am nhac nay voi cai thi goi la thoi gian kia. T61i 1a tiéng t1ch
tac, toi 1a phach nhip, téi chim dudi tat ca moi goc canh cua phit gidy nay. Chung t6i khong co
tay trong Dev da coi phang ao, Thom dang nga nguoi phiéu khi tiéng mic rit1én, con tdi ¢ phia
sau ho, toi la cai may phat dlen T6i dang nghe va t6i cling chang dang nghe gi ca vi toi khong
nghi dén tht minh dang choi, toi cam nhan né. Moi cap mat déu do don vé phia ching toi. Hay
it nhat do cling la thi toi tuong twong khi dang dirng trén san khau. 6 1a mot khan phong nho,
trong d6 chung t6i la nhirng tiéng 6n 1on va téi 1a tay bass khong dong tinh trong mot ban nhac
rdt nhitng thanh vién dong tinh dang 13p day cian phong nhitng am thanh trdm duc moi khi Dev
vira hat vira gao, Fuck the man/ Fuck the man/ I really want to/ Fuck the man [1]. T6i ngat
nhip, xuyén thung va phang minh vao khoang khong trong khi nhiing ngén tay an manh vao
day dan. M6 héi, ta y va con doi tua ra tir nguoi toi. Pay la sw giai thoat, hay c6 1& chi la 1oi
thinh cau duoc giai thodt. Dev gio dang rén ri, Thom dang Vay manh ghi-ta tao am chat chua,
va du chan khong hé nhic nhich téi van dang chuyen dong rat nhiéu. T6i nhin qua anh den va
thay nguoi ta lac lw, ngwoi ta nhay chom chom, ngudi ta xem Dev gi micro vao miéng ma t1ep
tuc gao thét miy tir nglt dé. T6i ném vao ho nhu*ng hop a4m, t6i nhan ho chim trong song am
thanh, toi _tang nhip bass lon dén noi ho buoc phai nghe thay T6i manh mé hon bai hat va to
16n hon ca cai hop dém dang chira toi, va roi téi nhin thdy c6 trong dam dong va tdi tan nat.

T6i da bao véi c6 ay la khong duoc dén roi. Trong khi c6 dy dang ban xé t6i thanh tirng
manh nho, day chinh la manh toi dd van xin dwoc git lai. Lam on dirng dén budi dlen Toi khong
mudn thay em ¢ do. Va co da noi vang, va luc do6 né dau phal loi néi doi. Nhung né da thanh mot
1oi n6i déi vao lic nao do, béi vi gior co dy dang ¢ day, va nhitng ngon tay cua toi dang ro1i vi tri,
va nhitng am thanh t6i tao ra dang mat di swsac bén von cd, va moi thi quanh toi dang chuyen
ttr gao thet dir doi sang chi la hét xoang xoang - ngay khi téi nhin thay dwong nét bo moi 6 ay.
Va roi toi nhin thay 0i, khon khlep, khong - c6 dy khong chi c6 mot minh, cb dy dang di cung
mot ga nao do, va thé nao co dy cling s€ bao la dén dé xem toi dlen toi chang nghi ngo gi cai
chuyen thwc ra c6 ay dén dé cho t6i xem canh c6 dy va ga kia. Hét roi, co dy da noi thé, nhung
chang pha1 do6 van la 1o noi déi khiing khiép nhat moi thoi dai sao? Toi van not lién tuc trong
khi Dev sap stra sang khuc tlep theo. Thom thi dang choi nhanh hon mttc can thiét. Toi phai
bat kip ho, gitra canh ¢ ay nga nguoi vao ga di cung va lac dau nhw thé téi chi choi nhac cho
minh co nghe du thuc t&'1a néu c6 thé thi téi dd tung hé hét ma quing cho cd su tinh ling
nhiéu khong kém gi noi dau c6 da tang cho toi.

T6i co theo kip Dev va Thom. Pém nay ching toi cg tén la The Fuck Offs[2], nhuwng do la
mot cai tén méi va né sé chi ton tai dwoc trong ba hop ddng biéu dién trwdc khi Dev lai nghi ra
mot cai tén nao khac théi. Ching toi da ting co tén la Khiéu Dam T6i Qua, Khan Tay Pen, Tho
Lam bau Thu Han, va Khéng Phai Viéc Cla May. Toi thuc sw khong may khi dung dén phleu
cua minh, trw khl dé kéo Dev ra khoi may ¥ twong qua dién ro. (“Chién hitu nay toi phai néi
voicduta thé, “chang ai mudn dén xem mot ban nhac c6 tén la Pau Chim dau” ) Dev ludn thich
vui vé véi dan nhidu khuyén hay xam tro, va ludn klem dwoc may dong chi mé punk, nhirng ké
dén xem chung toi biéu dién ma khong | biét rang cudi cung minh sé mudn quay tung bung voi
tay rocker ctr gao 1én thach thirc vao mic How big is your cocker spaniel?[3] ay. Dev qué & mot
thi tran tai Jersey c6 tén la Lodi, diéu nay khién cho moi chuyén tré nén cuwc ky dé hiéu, vi thé
co nghia [a cau ta chang thé lam gi khac ngoai mot than tuong bién thai (Lodl viét nguoc lai la
Idol - than tlro'ng) Thom qué ¢ South Orange, va moi co chit “h” trong tén minh duoc do hai
thang. T6i qué & Hoboken, du gan thanh phé ma khéng can phai thuc sw & trong thanh pho
Vao nhitng dém nhuw thé nay, véi co hoi dwoc biéu dién khong chi truéc ban bé minh, dé dén



dwoc mot cau lac bd glong nhw cai dong nay thi c6 phai boi qua séng Hudson tdi ciing boi. It
nhat cho t&i khi Tris xuat hién va toi thay minh chay mau vé hinh 1én khp san khiu.

Take the power/ Fuck the man/ Take e power/ Anh fuck the man [4] Dev dang dua bai hat
dén mot noi né chua tirng dat chan téi: phut thir tu: T6i oai qua r01 chi chuc doi giai lao. Co vé
nhw Thom sap hat solo den noi, dleu chua tung la s& trwong cla cau dy. Toi di chuyen quay
lung lai co, c6 gla vo nhu co khong c6 & dob, tro 16 khon khlep nhat ting khong lam t6i cwoi. Toi
cd kéo suw ‘chd ¥ ctia Dev ra khéi dam dong, nhung cau ay ban lau mo hoéi trén nguc dén noi
ching them dey. Cuoi cung thi, cau ta cling kiém du ning luong de két thuc viéc do. Cau ta
dang tay ra va hua lén, roi toi duwa ca ban lén dinh diém bang mot cud lac nguoi cudi cung. Pam
dong dap lai chung toi bang tleng am 1 ctia chinh ho. Tdi c6 nghe giong co, co phan biét giong
nir cao ay trong so nhirng tiéng ho hét va vo tay. Nhu'ng c6 da bién khoi to6i |y nhu cai dém toi
da kh6c ma co chang them quay lai xem t6i c6 on khong. Ba tuan, hai ngay va hai muoi ba
tiéng dong ho trwdc. Va cd di di ngay dwoc vdi thang khac roi.

Ban nhac t1ep theo da ding san & ria san khiu. Chu cau lac b dang ra hiéu thoi gian cua
chung t6i hét roi. Toi khong qua mat hon dén do khong thidy man nguyén truwéc nhitng ti€ng
goi hat thém nita, nhitng tiéng thé dai that vong khi anh dén hit 1én soi dwong cho ddm dong
quay lai chd quay bar. Téi la chdng cu li lo thiét bi cho budi biéu dién, vi thé trong khi Dev nhay
vao dam dong dé tim nguoi ham mo cau ta nhiét tinh nhét va Thom nguong ngung veé lai cho
anh ban trai rat biét - théng - cdm - nhu’ng da - cam, toi _phai 1ap tuc di chat do6 lén xe. Toi
don hét tir day dan dén day dién, ti am li dén loa. Mot ga clia nhdm nhac sap 1én biéu dién da
tir té€ gitp t6i khuan hét dong ké & goc sau san khau di. Nhung t6i 1a ngwoi duy nhat duoc dong
vao nhac cu, cAn thin dua chung di ngu. ROi t6i dé nghi nhém nhac kia cho minh dwoc gitup do
do, va sung swong khi ho dong y de toi co the giup ho chinh bang diéu khién 4m thanh thay vi
danh toan b6 niang lwong ¢ kim nén tinh cdm danh cho co.

Mat toi van quen voi viéc luon tim ki€ém c6 trong ddm dong. Hoi tho cua toi van quen voi
viéc nin lai méi khi t6i nhin thay c6 va 4nh sang lién dwoc chinh ding goc. Co thé t6i van quen
v&i viéc ¢6 co thé c6 chuyén dong bén minh. Vi thé khoang cach -tatca nhiing gi thi€u di swva
cham va lién hé - déu 1a su tir Khuore kién tri. Ching t6i bén nhau duoc sau thang, va trong moi
thang do khao khat cua toi luén tim dwoc cach moi dé bung lén truwéc co. Hét roi khong thé
khién né lui tan. Tat ca nhiing 101 ca toi viét trong dau deu danh cho ¢, va gio toi khong thé
bat ching ngtrng vang lén. Cai thit nhac phim nhat nh€o nay. Em chdn, 6 noi thé, va toi dap lai
v01 6 rang toi cling chan, rang toi cliing muon cé chit thoi gian ranh rdi cta riéng hai nguoi.
Va c6 ndi. Khéng, em chdn anh, vay la toi lién trwot vao cai vii tru khong - twéng - nhung - rat -
that noi chiing t6i da két thic con tdi thi chua. C6 khong con la bat ctr kiéu hién thuc nao ma
tdi c6 thé cham t&i niva.

T61 quay lung lai ddm dong trong lic cat nhac cu va thiét bi vao noi an toan. Roi cling dén
lic to61 khong thé xoay lung lai thém chut nao nira, vi ban chang thé ct nhin cham cham vao
birc twong mai ma khong thay minh nhw mot thang ngu. T6i da dwoc ban nhac sap trinh dién
ctru, cai ban nhac volume tham chi con to hon ching t6i ldc trwdc va chadng may chéc da nudt
chwng tat ca trong mot sy hdn loan tuyét dep. Ho co tén la Are You Randy?[5] va ca sI hat
chinh da thyc sy hat chtt khéng chi tru tréo va eo éo. Tdi lidu llec vao dam dong mot cai nhung
khong thdy c6 ¢ d6 nita. T6i khong nhin thdy nhiu célam - cd mét bién anh dang chen lan x6
day khi ca si chinh vira hat nhitng bai ca bat hu, dip tan thanh trng manh nho ‘1 Want You To
Want Me”, “Blue Moon” va “All Apologies”[6] vira phiéu theo vii diéu Salome cua riéng minh.

T61 nght Tris sé thich ban nhac nay, va chuyén t6i biét diéu d6 lai nhw mot nhat dao dam
vao tim toi, vi tat ca tri thirc vé viéc co thich gi gio da tro nén hoan toan vo6 dung. Toi khong
biét tay bd méi 1a ai. Téi khong biét c6 phai hai ngwdi bon ho da biét nhau dwoc ba tuan va ba



ngay roi khong. Toi thay mung da khong nhin thay ga vi néu thé thi tbi sé lai muong tuong ra
canh ho khong mdc gi. Gior toi chi nghi dén canh c6 khéng mac gi, va do la mot ky trc song dong
dén noi nhitng ngén tay cuia téi thuc sw viron ra dinh cham vao né. T6i quay dau lai, nhu thé toi
thuc sy dang nhin thay cd, va nhin thay Thom dang hon gi ban trai Scot clia cau ay theo diéu
nhac v&i cai cach vil - tru - nay - 1a - cua - riéng - ching - ta. Dev van dang trong quay bar biéu
dlen toi doan vay. Chung tdi van chwa dud tudbi, nhung & day chuyén do chang quan trong. Khan
gid hau hét déu 1om tudi hon ching toi - dai hoc hodclé - ra - da - vao - dai - hoc va téi nhanra
minh khong hop voi ché nay ldm. Vai gi gia din trong dam dong sam soi toi, gat dau vai toi
mot cai. Khong phai 1a toi deo Huy hiéu Khong dong tinh hay cai gi twong tu. T6] thinh thoang
gat dau lai, khi t6i nghi d6 1a sw huéng trng theo diéu nhac chir khong phai loi ga gdm. T6i ludn
chuyén dong

Toi tim thiy Dev chd quay bar, cau ta dang néi chuyén véi mot dira trac tudi ching toi,
trong quen quen theo dung kleu may chang loai do. Khi dén chd ho, to6i duoc glm thiéu la han
bass, Nick”, va anh ta dwoc gi¢i thiéu 1a “ Tho Sin giéi nhat trong cac tho san”. Dev cam on toi
vi da coi soc thiét bi, va xét qua cai ki€u cudc néi chuyén chang tlen duoc thém bwéc nao thi
toi biét rang minh dang pha quay Neu do 1a Thom, sy buc boi cua t6i sé bi nhan ra ngay.
Nhung Dev luén can ta phai néi rd ra moi hiéu, ma ngay Tac nay th1 toi chang c6 tam trang nao
dé lam thé. Thé la toi chi néi véi cau ta cho toi da dé do dac va gia vo rang toi phai di tim mot
chd trong trong quay bar dé dé goi nguoi phuc vu. Va mot khi da gia vo do la sy that, toi nghi
noé ciling co rat nhiéu kha ning sé 1a su that. T6i van chwa thay Tris dau c3, va c6 mot phan nho
trong t6i dang ban khoan khong biét 11eu that ra nguoi trong dam dong khan gia dé6 c6 phai la
c6 khong. Co thé chi 1a ai d6 trong giéng c6, néu vay thi cé thé giai thich tai sao tay b6 trong
chang gidng ai.

Are You Randy? Lan luot ngirng choi nhac, cho téi khi ca si hat chinh nhe nhang cat cau
cudi cung, khong c6 nhac dém. Toi worc gi c6 thé noi rang ca cau lac bo da ling di vi ho, nhung
sy that thi nira bau khong khi 1a nhiing cudc chuyén tro. Tuy thé né van kha hon mtc binh
thwong, va ban nhac van duoc mot trang phao tay co vii. T6i ciling vo tay va dé y thay co gai
bén canh minh dang cho hai ngon tay vao miéng huyt sao theo ki€u c6. Am thanh trong tréo va
manh mé, 1am toi nghi dén giai bong chay thiéu nhi Little League. C6 mdc ao vai len, va toi
khong thé biét dwoc c6 mac thé 1a vi dang c6 dwa kiéu quan 4o duy nhat chua dwoc hoi sinh
cua thap nién nam muoi quay lai hay vi mdc chlec do ay rat thoai mai nira. Da c6 rit sang va
kiéu dau thi dung vi nir sinh truong tw du c6 da c6 lam né réi bu 1én dé che day. Ban nhac tlep
theo 1a nhém Con H6, dién dém cudi ciing trong chuyén lwu dién cta ho, va tdi dodn rang co gai
nay dén day dé xem ho Néu tbi la loai con trai khac thi co 1€ t6i da thir bat chuyén, chi dé lam
ban toi khong biét nira. Nhung t6i cam thay néu lic nay t6i néi chuyén véi mot ai khac thi tat
ca nhung gi toi c6 thé lam chi la trit bau tAm suw.

Co 18 Thom va Scot sé& san sang roi di néu tdéi muon, nhung toi kha tin chic rang Dev van
chua quyet dinh r6 liéu cau ta co dinh quay lai voi ching t6i hay khong, nén t6i sé la mot thang
khon néu ra trudc mat cau 4y ma héi. Thé 1a toi ket khong biét phal lam gi va toi biét thé, va do
1a khi t6i nhin sang bén phai thi | thay Tris cung tay b6 moi dang tién lai cho quay bar vwong vai
bia de goi mot chau nita, b6 chac chan 1a 6, va toi chac chan da bi mic ket, vl sau khi ban nhac
kia vira két thiic biéu dién ddm khan gia lidn tGa ra ddm b6 vé phia tdi, va néu bo di tdi sé phai
ré 16i ma ra, ma néu t6i phai ré 16i ma ra, €6 sé nhin thay toi khong thé chiu dung duoc - du
cho dé dung 1a mot sw that dang nguyén raa thi toi ciing khong muon c6 co duoc biang chirng
xac thuc vé né. Co trong that nong bong con long t6i thay qua lanh 1€, va ga di cung dang dat
ban tay 1én canh tay c6 theo kiéu nguoi ban dong tinh s€ khong bao gio, khong bao gio co the
nghi toi, va co 1€ do 1a bang chirng toi can. T6i la tap ci roi con day la tap moi. Toi co thé bo ca
nam trdi chdm chit luyén bass ma chang cé gi, hoan toan chang co gi thay doi.

C6 nhin thiy t6i. Co6 khong thé gid bo ngac nhién khi thay téi & day, bdi di nhién cb biét rat



rd la toi sé ¢ day. The 1a cd c0 ndn mot nu cuoi va thi tham gi do vao tai bo mai va toi co thé
nhin qua nét mat cua c6 ma noi duoc rang sau khi uéng xong mon do uong gio - da - rét kia ho
sé tién lai cho t6i ma noi xin chao va budi biéu dién thdt tuyét va liéu co c6 thé ngu ngoc va doc
ac dén thé khong nhi? - anh c6 khoe khong? Toi khong thé chiu néi cai y nghia d6 - bat ct cai gi
— dé dirng viéc nay lai.

Thé 1a t6i, mot  tay bass tam thuong trong mot nhom nhac dong tinh trung binh, da quay
sang phia c6 gai mic 4o vai len ma tdi con ching hé biét 1a ai va noi:

“T6i biét diéu nay nghe sé rat ky cuc, nhwng liéu ciu c6 thé lam ban gai t6i trong nam phut
dwoc khong?”



2. Norah

Randy trong nhom Are You Randy? Khang khang noi rang tay bass trong nhom dong tinh
do 1a mot tén ai, nhung t6i da bao anh ta la: Khong, cdu trai d6 hoan toan binh thuong. Cau ta
c6 phai 1a nguoi Vlet cai 1oi nhac rac rudi cho ban nhac 3 ay hay khong thi toi khong biét (Vui vé
véi anh ta/ Vui vé véi anh ta - thir nhé nhdng a dy la cai gi vdy?), nhung cau ta khong ai. Tin t6i
di. Co nhitng thir ma con gai chang dira nao khong biét, vi du nhw la dé mot bai punk kéo dai téi
tan bon phuat la mot y twong rat, rat roi, hay khong doi nao mot tay bass nguoi Jersey voi ki€u
dau binh dan, mic quan bo den mai bac phéch te tua va 4o phong den cli xin phun chir vang
cam Khi toi noz]esus cdu noi Christ, dang lac lw gilra hai ngwoi dong tinh kia lai la mot tén ai;
cau ta bat chwéc gi punk thich mia mai Jonny Cash giong dén theé thi lam sao co thé 13 4i du'crc
C6 18 cau ta c6 hoi chut da cdm, t6i n6i voi Randy, nhung cdu ta trong khong glong mot di tich
tiéu tuy ciia ban Whitesnake nhu tit ca nhitng ngwoi trong nhm ctia anh khong cé nghia cau ta
hién nhién la din dong tinh.

Nhung chuyén Khong Aitinh co 1a nguoi binh thuong khong c6 nghia la toi muon lam ban
gai nam phit cua cdu ta, nhu thé toi la mot bén do thoang qua cua con tau hw hong la cau ta ay.
Chi vi toi 1a ké that bai duy nhit & dady van chua mat hét trf khon do bia rwou, chat kich thich
hay hodc mén gidi tinh nén tdi méi con chit ly tri dé ghim cai y dinh ban dau ctia minh - 1 gao
1én “DPIEN A, KHONG!” dé dap lai 1o dé nghi cla Khong Ai.

T6i phai nghi téi Caroline. Toi luc nao cling phai nghi téi Caroline.

T6i dé y thay Khong Ai dang cat thiét bi sau budi biéu dién trong khi ban cung ban nhac da
bo roi cau ta dé di kiém chut tro vui. T6i hiéu cai canh dé, sudt ngay phai di don déng 16n xon
cua nguwoi khac.

Khong Ai in mic té qua- cau ta han phal tlr Jersey dén. Va néu Chang Fersey la mot dura lo
dung cu, ciu ta sé c6 mot cai xe tai. Cai xe tai c6 1& chi la mot mau kim loai vitt di v&i bo ché
hoa khi ro nuoc lién tuc, tuy khong dén noi bi xit 16p hay hét xing & giita du'cyng ham Lincoln
nhung néu phai chui vao né thi ciing mao hiém phet. Ai do phai dua Caroline vé nha. C6 say
qua nén khong thé tw bo di bat xe bus. Co con say dén noi néu khong co toi & d6 ma dwa vé nha
ngu cho gia rwou th1 c6 da vé nha Randy roi. D6 con gai hw. T6i ma khong yéu quy c6 qua nhw
thé, toi da giét co roi.

May cho c6 1a bd me tbi cling yéu c6 nhu toi; b6 va me ké cua c6 da di choi cubi tuin roéi, ho
chang quan tam xem c6 lam gi, mién 1a cd khong dinh bau hay hen ho mot ga xult than tir gia
dinh khong c6 thu nhap hon-sau-con- s6. Lt khén. B6 me toi thi, ho nguéng mo Caroline,
Caroline xinh dep v6i mai toc dai mau caramel, d6i mgi dé6 mong ngon nhw mot cay keo
Tootsie Po, va tién 4n tré vi thanh nién pham phap. Ho chang ban tam néu chiéu hom sau c6 c6
dau bu toc roi say khat khtrcmg di tir phong toi ra nha bép. C6 méi la nguoi tuyét nhat, khéng
phai t6i, nguoi dap ng du cac ky vong can c6 cua cb con gai mot ké song ¢ Engelwood Cliffs,
CEO mot cong ty thu am hang khung: hoang dai.

Caroline khong pha1 mot NOi That Vong Lon nhuw c6 con gai Xoang Xinh cua ho, mac do len
vai flannel thoai mai, di cung me ra tiém cit dau qua duwa tén nhitng ba tram do (tiém
Bergdorf) va mot binh Xit toc mau xanh gid nam do (tiém Ricky), ba tu kh6 hanh, dia con gai



ngoan ngodan day tinh than trach nhiém dwoc chon doc dién vin trong 1é tot nghiép trung hoc.
Toi da quyét dinh s& nghi mdt nam chwa di dai hoc voi dé dén khu bbutz & Nam Phi thay vi dl
hoc dai hoc Brown. TAI SAO, Norah, TAI SAO? Toi Vlet bai luin xin vao hoc dai hoc Brown vé
tat ca nhitng ban nhac b6 da lay ctia nhém The Street rdi vo tu pha hong né dé mang loi nhuan
cho nhém The Man. B6 dau phai mét tay doanh nhdn hippy khén khiép nao, b6 néi thé, cuoi,
sau d6 doc bai luin. Bo khong phu nhan viéc 6ng da cho Top 40 radio mot ty 1€ 16n nhlrng ba1
hit d& kinh khung, nhung ong tu hao da truyen thu cho t6i tir thiia 4u tho 4m thanh ctia tat ca
nhing bai hat ngoai kia dé gio day khi mudi tdm tudi, téi cé thé tré thanh mot D] hoanh trang
néu toi muon dong thoi ciing b1en toi thanh mot ke hcrm am nhac khéng ai chiu noi. B6 me toi
cling da am qué toi bang viéc c6 mdt cudc hon nhan hanh phic trong su6t mot phan tw thé ky,
dleu nay, khong nghi ngo gi, da tiéu diét moi vién canh duoc trai nghiém tinh yéu dich thuc
clia tdi. May man cha bao gior gb ctra hai lan.

Bo me sé€ tir to1 néu ho biét t6i nay tbi & trong cai cau lac bo nay. Chét tiét, néu toi c6 dang
choi can cinsa ¢ cong vién Tompkins Square ngay lic nay, trén duong téi mot quan bar bénh
hoan & dai 16 D, thi bo me t6i cling sé chi vo tay hoan nghénh. Nhung cai cau lac bd nay, trong
v0 s6 diém & Manhattan la noi toi bi cam toi, do mot moi tham thu dai lau lién quan toi mot
hop dong dn chia nhac nhéo giita b6 va chti cau lac bo, Lou Pién (ngudi ting 1a cha d& dau cla
toi, Bdc Lou, cho t&i khi vu d6 1am Lou dwoc gin cai blet hiéu Dién). Lou dung la mot ga punk
thr thiét, punk tir cai thoi nhém The Ramones duoc biét dén truéc tién 1a nhitng ké day nhiét
huyét roi maoi dén 1a nghé si Am nhac, khi punk nghi wax 1a mot cai gi thiéng liéng hon 1a mot
khai niém san xuit hang loat dé€ giup dam dong nha qué thidy minh sanh diéu.

Nhung me va cha s€ nhanh chong tu t6i va thang tay glet to6i néu ho nghi to6i 'khong cham
soc cho Carohne dang yéu cua ho. €6 tao cam hirng cho cai kiéu s6ng hét minh 4y trong tam
hon con nguoi. Dang bubn non, trir viéc toi cling hoan toan bi Caroline b6 bua, 1a con cin dé co
dat mi tir hoi mau gido.

Toi nhin khap cau lac bo khi dam nguoi chuyen doi gitta cac sudt dién di ngang/qua/huc
t6i nhu thé t6i 1a mot bong ma ma lai cé thé xac khong biét co kéo cho hop dé tranh khong can
duong ho dén quay rwou vay. Chét tiét, toi lai lac mit Caroline nira roi. Co cuwc ky thich Randy
t6i nay, tot — Are You Ready? cling khong hoan toan 1a dd bd di - nhung ban than Randy thi toi
nay dang rat phan khich nho pin, va t6i phai liéu sao cho chac 1a anh ‘ta khong du duoc ¢o ay
vao mot goc nao do. Nhung toi chi cao c6 hon meét sau kleng chan, va met tam. Khong Ai thi
dang dlrng trwéc mat, che tam nhin cta tdi, muon héi xem t6i c6 mudn lam ban gai nam phat
cua cdu ta khong va trong nhu mot con vat lac chubng di loanh quanh héi “C6 1a me chau a?”
trong may cudn sach thiéu nhi.

birng dang sau ciu ta tdi khong thé thay Caroline nhwng t6i thay roé cai con ngu day, Tris,
van véi bris - nghi 1& cat bao quy dau cho tre em Do Thai - do ciing la viéc c6 ta lam voi bon
con trai, xé tan khiu do nghe cua ho. C6 ta dang nging ngudy di theo phong cach Tris, b0 nguc
to su chla ra phia truéc, mong ngoay cai kiéu sé khlen moi thang ngu chu y ngay lap tirc, tham
chi cd miy cdu dong t1nh nhiing dai biéu chd dao ctia dém nay, Khong Ai ciing khong pha1
ngoai 1€. Co ta dang di thang t&i chd toi. Khong Khong KHOOOOOOOOOOONG Sao co ta b1et
toi nay toi va Caroline toi day ch? C6 ta c6 mat tham rai bat ct noi nao Caroline va toi tédi vao
cac toi thir bay a?

Ban trai sé ctru bo! Téi tra 1o cau hoi cta Khong ai bang cach quang tay 1én c6 ciu ta va
kéo mat ciu ta sat vao toi. Chiia o1, toi phai lam moi thir c6 thé dé tranh bi Tris nhin ra va téi
day néi chuyén véi toi.

KHON KHIEP! T6i khong nghi Khong Ai lai hon giodi thé. Pang ghét. Thiy chwa, Randy?



KHONG. AI ba duorc thim dinh. Nhung toi dau phai dang tim ki€m cam xtc & day, chi ki€ém
mot chuyén xe vé nha cho cd gai clia toi thoi. Toi cling khong kiém tim lu&i, nhung Khong Ai
chang de mat gidy nao va cho luén lu6i cau ta vao mleng toi. Miéng toi phan khang lai ly tri:

Du cdu ta c6 hon gioi thé nao di nira, cd ban gai nam phut nay van can c6 vai gidy dé tho.
T6i giat miéng minh ra, hy vong hit chut khong khi va hi vong nhin thay Tris di khoi ma khong
nhan ra toi.

WOW. Toi thay thich ¢ trong dam dong hon dén nay, toi da ttng bi thic vao bung, nhung
la b&i nhitng tén canh sat dau dat. Quén nhu cau 6xy di. Miéng td6i mudn quay lai noi no vira roi
ra.

That bat hanh, Tris dang ditng ngay trwdc mdt ching t6i, bam lay nan nhan xau sé méi
nhat cla co ta, nguoi dirng du gan de toi co the chdc chan nhan dang ciu ta 1a mot trong so
may ga bi Caroline bo gan ddy; cau ta la ban cua Hunter from Hunter thuéc nhém Hunter Does
Hunter, du klen sé choi tlep theo (chao murng ra mat Lou, Hunter). Tris 6m chat eo cdu chang,
c6 18 dang c6 vit kiét bat cir ti sw séng ndo ma a phu thiy htit hon dé chwa bép hét khdi cau ta
trong ba tuan qua tir khi Caroline d4 bay cau ta.

Tris néi, ‘Nick? Norah? Sao hai cau lai...quen nhau?’

A day khéng nén & trong mot cau lac bo nhuw thé nay. Cr nhw ngdn tur con chwa du kinh, c6
ta con phai khoac thém ca mot b6 canh k vé sau nhiing lan lwon lo shopping cung may con ban
tlr chuoi ctra hang Hot Topic nita: vay da ngan mau den c6 khéa hai bén, 20 phong Ramones
gia vintage san xudt hang loat, legging vang mau phan kem giay hong da béng trong phat
khiép. C6 ta tréng nhw mot con bo hung sang ruc bang cach bat chwéc phong cach cta Debbie
Hary thoi ky dau.

Toi can phai noi chuyén mat - d6i - mat véi bac Lou vé nhitng tiéu chuan lién quan dén
viéc s& hitu va diéu hanh mot cau lac bo. Ong bac co the moc duoc hang ta tai nang tuyét voi -
nhitng loai do6i khat, chua tirng trai sdn sang d6 hét mau rudt hay cac bo phan co thé hitu dung
khac lén san khau nha Lou chi d& c6 cor hoi duoc biéu dién & d6 - nhung 6ng 4y cha biét quai 8l
veé viéc duy tri chuyén kinh doanh nay ca. Nhin nhitng thang nhdi ranh Jersey 6ng ay cho vao
ma xem! Ong 4y tham chi con cho cac thanh vién ban nhac u6ng bia nira. LOU! Sao bac khong
chiu nghi xem tai sao cai lii ng& ngan nay lai rat mot bon nghlen ngap va dap pha? Am nhac cua
ching OK. Chiing c6 thé choi nhitng ban punk mot cach thuyét phuc - manh, nhanh, day gian
dit - nhwng ching van chwa da khon dé nhan ra dan punk that sy gio phai dlrng dan: khong
ruou bia, khong chich choac, khong hut hit, khong dang diém. GlO’ day punk thuc thu 1a tht duy
nhat con lai sau khi tit ca nhu'ng thir dién dai d6 da bién di hét: am nhac, thong diép.

Ma thdi, cr udng di cac dong chi, bdi ndm téi day khi toi di Nam Phi veé va ti€p quan cau lac
b nay nhuw bac Lou da hira thay vi la1 nop don xin vao dai hoc Brown nhu toi da hira voi ba me,
thi s& co mot canh sat trwong quan quanh vung Lower East Side nay, cac ban ctia toi a. Ct thac
loan di, ctt swéng di, vi ddng ho cat cua cac ciu sap can roi.

Tuy nhién c6 1€ t01 s€ xem xét lai 1énh cdm hd hi dinh ban hanh. Phin h hi thi rat 1a thg, né
mé& ra nhiéu co hdi, véi déi méi thich horp.

Toi chang blet tai sao, nhung t6i da lam cai diéu ma Caroline lam v0i cac nan nhan cda
minh: thay vi cam tay Khong Ai, toi da dit tay minh 1én phia sau c6 ciu ta va gai gai cai gay



mot cach nhe nhang, scy hitu, trong khi Tris nhin. Nhitng ngon tay cua toi lwdt trén chd toc hui
cua cua cau ta, va toi cam nhan duoc da ga noi khap trén c6 cau. Toi thich thé. Buoc thay moi
dudi cda Tris gan nhu roi bich xuéng cim va s6¢c méi swéng 1am sao. D6 1a van dé clia Tris: cd
ta chang bao gio tinh té ca.

Du viéc toi dang lam la gi di nita, né cling c6 tac dung. C6 ta quay qua bo di, khéng noi duoc
cau nao. Phi. D& dang hon toi twdng.

T6i nhin dong ho6 deo tay. T6i tin 1a ban trai ma&i cta toi va toi c6 k hai phut bon muwoi lam
gidy ntra trudc khi chung toi chia tay. T6i nhdm mait lai va hoi ngoeo c6 di mét chit, nghiéng
dau dé cho méi ciu ta viéng tham lan nira.

Caroline noi toi bi lanh cam. Thinh thoang t6i nght c6 dy chi tréu dé t6i lai ldp lai nhiing
diéu xay ra gitra toi va Bo Cii Xau Xa, thé la t6i phai hdi rd ra: Cdu mudn néi la té kho tinh d? Co
ay tra loi ro ra: Khéng, c6 ngdc, té mudn noi la bon con trai con chua kip quyet dinh xem liéu c6
nén thtr lam quen voi cdu hay khéng thi da bi cdu doa ho phat khiép bang mét cdi liéc xéo hay
mét Iori chdm chich réi. Cdu hay phdn xét Idm. Ngoai lanh cam ra.

Khong Ai han phai biét diéu nay vé toi, vi cau ta khong lai ti€p tuc moi - dung - moéi nita.
Cau ta néi, ‘Thé quai ndo ma c6 biét Tris?’

AAAAAAAAAAA

Hoboken! Cau chang da viet tat ca cac bai hat va tho than chi ve co ta, ga ban trai t6t nhit ma
nhiing nguoi khac o Sacred Heart nhw ching t6i khong bao gio c6, cau ca si trong mot ban
nhac ma Tris cau dugc sau khi gdp trén chuyén tau cao t5c New York-New Jersey hoi dau ndm
hoc va da doi tra va Itra loc cu ta sudt tir dé dén gio. NICK c6 bao gio suy nghi tai sao cdu hen

ho véi cd ta bao l1au thé ma chwa bao gio gip bat ky c6 ban cling truedng véi co ta khong? NGU
THE CHU!

Nhung di nhién 1a Tris cha dai gl gidi thiéu cau ta voi chung t6i. Khong _phai vi ¢6 ta so
chung tdi sé mach leo chuyén X4u cua minh v&i ga ban trai - ma ngai ga sé do truoc Caroline.
Tris c6 thé kiém duoc nhiig chang Caroline da da, nhung c6 ta chang bao gio nhuong
Caroline cho bit ct ai. Tris qua ddng diéu Phu N Da Trang DP6c Than dén noi ching tbi van
thich néi dua la Caroline nén dat hang rao gi¢i nghiém voi c6 ta, moi toi Tris co thé cho ching
toi nhiéu tro thi vi dén noi chung t6i chang n& day c6 ta qua xa. Mai quan hé cua ching t6i voi
co ta kha glong kiéu yéu- gheét nhang nhit. Chung toi chang thiy toi 16i 81 v cling chi con mot
thang nira la két thuc nam hoc va toi chdng tuvng tugng ndi ching tdi con trong thay mdt co ta
sau khi gap lai cuén ky yéu “chiic mua hé vui vé, mong nhiéu  may man & dai hoc” iy mi day gia
tao. Va noi theo nghiép thi toi cling da tra hét ng choi xau voi Tris hang chuc [an roi. Néu co ta
qua ky thi héa hay toan nam nay, d6 1a nho tdi. Hir, néu c6 ta ma t6t nghiép dwoc thi ciing toan
la nho toi hét.

T6i chad budn tra loi Nick toi quen Tris thé nao. Téi ban tim Caroline.

T6i dung lén cai ghe chd quay bar. D6 la cach duy nhat t6i c6 thé tim ra co dy trong cai
dong nguoi nay, cai thir am nhac nay, cai thtx mo hoi chua nong nay, cai thir bia nay va cai ngay
dworng nhuw mai chi bat ddu vao lic nira dém va chang bao gio két thic nay. Toi dat tay 1én dau
Nick cho viing trong khi quét mait quanh ddm dong, va tay toi da khong thé khong Iua qua déng
téc bu xu cua cau ta, chi chut thoi.

Co6 4y & kia! T6i thay Caroline dang ric vao Randy bén cai ban canh twong thu lu trong géc



phong ngay cach san khau mot doan, bén phai Hunter cia nhom Hunter Does Hunter, nguoi
gio dang cam mic hat. Toi khong biét nhém dé da chuin bi bai hat gi nhung loi Hunter dang
hat r6 rang la vira ing tac va chang lién quan gi dén doan ghi ta don dap dién cudng dang choi
ca: Dev, go home with me, Dev Dev Dev,  want you to fuck this man. [7]

To6i nhay kh01 ghé& va di ra ch6 Caroline, nhung Nick ndm chat 14y c¢§ tay toi tir phia sau,
kéo tdi vé phia cau ta.

‘Nghiém tic day’. Nick néi, ‘thé quai nao ma c6 biét Tris?’

Cau ta ghi chat lay chiéc dong ho trén tay téi, va tleng 6i vi dau da lam mat tdi quay sang
cau ta thay vi nhin vé  phia Caroline. T6i nhdn ra cdu ta trong thit than den thé nao, nhung van
rat mudn téi & lai, mat ciu ta hién lanh nhlrng cling day vé tirc gidn, va viéc nhin ra dydalam
toi nho toi loi nhac ttr mot bai hat cau ta viét cho Tris ma c6 da truyén cho hét ngwoi nay dén
nguwoi kia trong gior tiéng La tinh vi c6 ta nghi né qua sén.

The way you are singing in your sleep
The way you look before you leap

The strange illusion that you keep
You don’t know

But I am noticing[8]

Quy tha ma bat Tris. Toi s& hlen ding moi b6é phin co thé minh cho anh chang nao viét
nhitng 10'1 d6 cho tdi. Than 4? O, ca hai ludn! Pay, Nick, ching la ctia cau - chi cin viét cho tbi
thém nhiéu nita. D€ t6i goi y tuvng cho cdu nhe: chang trai trong cau lac bo punk dé nghi mot
c6 gai khong quen lam ban gai cua anh ta trong vong nam phit, c6 gai hon chang trai, chang
trai hon cé gdi nay nhi? Nick, ciing nghe vai 1o nhac nao. Nhé? S&n sang. Chuan bi. Xong

T6i mudn gidm chin binh bich vi tirc gian - vl cau ta, va v1 toi. Vi toi biét, bat ké Tris da noi
hay lam gl cau ta, diéu do ciing da khlen cdu c6 cai vé mdt ciin con am anh tuyét vong va tham
hai 3 ay Co tala ly do khién sau nay cau co thé tré thanh mot lao gia dau kho trwdc ca khi da
tuodi uong ruou, ghét phu nit va viét nhu'ng bai hat tuc tiu vé ho, va rat c6 kha nang la tw gio cho
dén tin thé sé nghl tat ca con gai 1a mot It diém thich doi lira chi vi mot trong so ho dd lam tan
nat trai tim cdu. Cau ta la loai con trai lam con gai kiéu nhw toi tré 1én lanh cam. T6i 1a cd gai
blet cdu co kha nang van tho, vi nhu t6i da néi, c6 nhiing thir toi ctr thé la biét thoi. Toi la nguoi
c6 thé cho ciu bai ca ¢0 16 c6 tua 1a Cong Hién va Tinh Yéu bich Thuc (Du C6 Khé Khin bén
Thé Nao Di Nita), néu cau chiu liéc loai con gai nhu t6i den Ian thir hai. T6i 1a c6 ban gai - chua
- 101 - nam - phut, nguoi chi véi mot ny hon ngan ngui cling dd mo mong co thé tiép tuc voi
cau, punk toi ben voi cau, trong mot cau lacbo jazz ¢ Village hay gi do. C6 1€ t6i sé moi cau mot
chiu xup cai & quan Veselka vao nam gio sang, co 1€ toi sé di doc Battery Park véi cdu ta lic
binh minh, tay trong tay, biét rang toi sé 1a ngu*m ludn tin tu’(yng cau ta. Toi sé noi VO’l cau, toi
da nghe nhac ciu choi, toi da doc tho ciu viét, khong phai cai thu vé van ban nhac cda ciu vira
choi, ma la 1641 tho tinh va nhirng bai hat ciu da v1et cho Tris. T6i biét cau co thé lam duoc
nhu'ng gi va chung chic chin khong chl bé hep & viéc lam mot tay bass quen trong mot ban
nhac dong tinh hang tAm tim - ciu gidi hon thé nhiéu; va nay, phal c6 mot tay tréng, né la chia
khéa thanh cong day, cdu bat budc phai cé. Tdi sé& lam cu li lo thiét bi cho cAu hang dém, khéng



phan nan gi hét. Nhung khong, cau la loai nguwoi mang phirc cam mé man kiéu gai nhw Tris:
nguc lén, cwdi ngd ngan, gidi thoi phong. Theo nghia den Ay.

Cau mudn dé dang - duoc thoi, cau c6 nd roi ddy, ban than mén.

T6i g& tay minh ra khoi nam tay cda ciu ay Nhung vi li do nao do, thay vi bo di, toi da
duirng lai mot chut va lai dua tay minh 1& mdt cau, vuot nhe ma ciu, vé nhu‘ng dwong tron 1én
xwong ham cau bang ngén tay tré ctia minh.

Tdi ndi voi cau, ‘Ga kho toi nghiép’.



3. Nick

Khi Tris di qua toi, thé gi&i ba chiéu dwong nhw khong con ton tai. Chiéu thit ba rung di, roi
ch1eu thit hai, roi tit ca nhitng gi con danh cho t6i 12 mdt chidu duy nhat, va cai chiéu dé a o

ay.

Nhung di nhién Ia cting c6 mot chiéu khac nira, cai chiéu do 1a thoi gian, no ct troi di va
Tris ctr di qua va tat ca cac chiéu khac lai quay tré lai, song du gior day da cé nhiéu chidu hon,
t6i van c6 cam giac 1a né di it di rat nhiéu.

Va gio toi & ben cO gai nay, cai Coi Tin Hiéu Lan Lon nay, cai co6 Norah nay Co ta la mot
nguoi hon cyc gioi, nhitng ro rang la co nhiéu vin dé quy mo lén Ve tinh nhit quan. Tai hoi co
ta lam sao ma c6 lai biét Tris, b&i vi viéc d6 lam t6i hoan toan béi réi, va lic dau c6 ta nhin toi
nhuw thé t6i 1a moét thang co chi swong 1én la hon, nhung noi mot cach lam tbi thuc sw thiy la
minh ciing c6 mot canh tay, thé roi co ta laicoy bo di, va cung lic do lai nhin toi nhu thé t01 la
mot dira tré bi ung thuw. R6i toi nam tay cé ta va co khang cw. Cubi cung co giat ra, chi dé cham
vao mat tdi theo cung cach lam t6i nhé téi nu hon cda co ta.

ROi c6 ra goi toi la “ga kho toi nghiép.”
Va nhw mét ga kho toi nghiép, toi da hoi, “Sao lai vay?”

T6i co the thay la c6 ta biét chuyen gi d6, nhung c6 ta khong néi. Thay vi thé c6 lai néi véi
toi thé nay, “T6i phai ra tim ban t6i.”

“Toi di voi,” toi de nghi. Toi biét Tris dang & cho nao tot hon la di theo mét c6 gidi hon cuc
ky toi bat ctt noi ndo cb ta mudn. Dev gidr dang tréo 1én san khau dé nhay phu hoa cho Hunter,
con Thom va Scot thi cha thiy dau.

“Thé nay nhé,” Norah ndi. “Cau cho chung t6i di nho, roi toi sé cho ciu thém hai phut
khuyé&n mai ngoai nam phut ban dau cau dé nghi.”

“Bay 1a s6 may man cta tbi,” t6i nodi vai co.
Va c6 chi nhin toi.
“Nhuwng t6i hoi that day.” toi nodi. “Sao ma ciu biét Tris?”

“Ho6i 16'p nam toi da pha hét may con bip bé Barbie cta c6 ta,” ¢6 ndi véi toi. “Va tir d6 moi
chuyén cir thé dién ra.”

“Cau la dan Englewood a?”

“Englewood Cliffs. Englewood 1a chd c6 nhitng can ho rat ti té.



C6 dang c0 len qua dadm dong, va toi di theo.
It A A 7 A N \ 2 A N ) A &
Mot gidy trudc co ay con & ddy ma,” co noi.
“Ai?"
“Khoéng ai ca. Carolone. T6i mudn néi la, im miéng mot gidy cho téi nghi, c6 dwgc khdng?”

Ctr nhu la néu téi khéng noi gi thi cbé c6 thé nghe dwoc moi ti€ng bwdc chin trong cai ciu
lac b nay ay.

Trong khi c6 dang cang mat nhin quanh thi t6i dd lam mét ct chi ngu ngoc la quay lung
nhin ra sau, va thiy Tris cling ga ban trai moi dang quan lay nhau Co trong that hip dan trong
chiéc 4o phong Ramones va doi tat vang dnh kim t6i luén muon co di vi chung lam co trong
nhw vira budc ra tir chuyén tranh Marvel. Téi nh¢ canh minh c6i chlec do ay ra, coi doi tat dy
ra - tiéng c6 hét1én can thdn, can thdn! khi toi bat dau lan téi dui cd. Va gid tay clia mot ga trai
khac da quo quang 1én mat Joey va xudng cdm cta Dee Dee va - 6i, khén thé, ha xudng giira
chit A va chir M, di thang tdi chit V dwdi chit H&M-gap-S&M trén cai vy ngan.

Va c6 c nhin t6i sudt. Toi cé thé la c6 dang nhin toi.

T6i quay nguoi lai va Norah khong con ¢ d6 nira, nhung may man la c6 ta chi cach d6 vai
bwdc chan. Va co gai ma cé dang cuéng cuéng tim thi trong kha quen. Khong phai theo cai ki€u
Co Phai Chung Ta Pa Cung Dy Trai Walla Walla Vi Nhau Khong Nhi?, ma co ve giong Khong
Phai T6i Pa Giam Vao Cau Khi C6 Chen Vao Nha Ve Sinh Nam Toi Qua bay Ch&? hon. Ngay lic
nay ddy thi c6 ta dang tiu tit véi Randy cua nhom Are You Randy? ct nhw 1a c6 dang dién thi
dé dwoc lam mot cai tui trén 4o jacket cla cau ta khong bang. Va toi c6 the thiy ro la ciu ta
dang chuan bi khau c6 ta dén noi. Co dleu co Ban Gai Bay Phit cua toi lai can duong. C6 goi tén
Caroline theo dting kiéu chi gai goi em, va qua cai vé cidm hon bin ra tir truwedec han toi da tin ho
la chi em that. Trong mot phan nghin gidy toi ciing da nghi ngo ho la mot doi dong tinh, nhung
c6 gi d6 trong nét mat ctia Norah da thé hién rd rang ho chi 1a ban bé don thuan.

Caroline dinh néi gi d6 rat xang, nhung Hunter va Dev bat ngo lao vao mot cover nhac cua
Green Day hay khiing khiép, va chiing toi lai thanh tre con bay tudi ma nhdy muia nhu thé dang
nho ra Ritalin [9] trong khi me khéng dé y. Chung t6i tro thanh mot khoi don bao chuyén dong
cudng nhiét, duoc két néi v&i nhau bang con sdt khi tay ghi ta choi nhirng doan riff dién tu.
Tham chi ca Tris cling 1a mot phan trong vi diéu nay, va néu ching toi déu la mot phan cua no,
thi chung toi van con c6 mot moi day lién két nao do. TAt cd moi nguoi trong can phong nay
déu co ve dang két n01 véi nhau, trir Norah - ¢6 12 loai tuong ho _chang bao gio budn tac, birc
twong clia mot ngwdi hoan toan that thé. Caroline dang nhdy mua véi cai ga trong nhém Are
You Randy? ctr nhw la Chua hay Billiw Joe Amstrong ra lénh cho c6 lam thé. T6i c6 hoa minh
vao ban nhac, nhung c6 gi d¢ trong toi ctr khong chiu bung 1én. T6i nghi c6 ban gai bay phut
ctia minh dang ding chin chd kip no.

“Van dé gl thé?” t6i gao 1én. Va cd nhin tdi nhw thé da quén béng rang toi ton tai. biéu nay
c6 nghia la c6 cling quén lu6n viéc phai tw vé trudce toi, the la toi co thé thdy cau dwoc viét ro
trén mat co. Téi khong thé lam viéc nay dworc. Qud khé.

T6i d6i cau héi. Toi nodi, “Co chuyén gi thé?” Va lai thé, nhing cau chir cua c6 ta lai bi khoa
sau tAm man den. Nhung t6i dang rat tdo mo. Phai, téi dang td mo khong chiu duorc.



“Cha c6 chuyén quai gi ca,” c6 noi. “Va téi nghi c6 16 thoi gian cho chiing ta da hét r6i.”

“Cau khong cin di nho niva a?” toi hoi. Toi khong thyc sy thich dung xe ctia minh dé kiém
thém chut thoi gian véi mot cd gai phite tap thé nay.

“Chet t1et " Bai hat gl(r da két thidc va moi ngwoi dang reo ho. Toi chi nghe loang thoang
tiéng co gao, “Cho & day.”

Dev va Hunter cti dau chao y nhu ho chuan bi 6m nhau dén noi, Dev gip nguwoi lai trén
lung Hunter trong khi ho nhw gin vao nhau. Trong khi ga nhom Are You Randy? dang vo tay,
Norah dadt hai tay 1én vai Caroline va gao vao tai c6 ta. biéu Xay ra t1ep theo la trin chién caa
nhiing soi day vo hinh, dwoc do dac bang nhitng xdng ti mét kéo va day toi khong thé nghe
thay gi cho dén khi Caroline gdo lén, “T6i khong phai d6 bo di!” - diéu nay di nhién c6 nghia c
ta dung la d6 bé di, vi ngoai ra thi con ai dung mot cai cum tur v6 nghia dén thé ch? Ga_trong
nhém Are You Randy7 bat dau xfa vao va dang c6 khoa _tay mua chan. Nhung cdu ta da hoan
toan bi ban nang ché ngy, vi tay s& soang thé nao lai vao ding nguc co ta, noi khong phai la
di€ém twa tot cho ciu ta lam Norah giat dwoc cai tay 16ng 14 ay ra trong cudc ti thi nay, va
Caroline nhanh chéng ng vé phia toi.

Trudc khi toi kip h1eu chuyén gi da xay ra, Caroline da do Ve phia t6i va t6i dang do lay co.
ROi ¢ ta ci nguoi xuong, toi tuong chic chin 1a c6 ta sé non Ién nguoi toi, nhwng c6 ta lai
ngang 1én nhin t6éi vaay cua ciu xau te.”

Norah gio dang dirng bén canh t6i, néi, “Pi théi.” C6 dé Caroline cho t6i trong khi gao lén
voi moi nguoi, “Tranh duong cho toi dl ré dam dong bang t1eng gam gidn dit. Tim toi hiéu
ching t6i dang di vé dau, vi no bat dau dap nhu thé né cé diéu gi do cuc ky quan trong can phai
noéi ra, va khi dau toi loan dén mirc toi khé ma dung duogc mat, toi thay ai d6 dang can duong
chung toi, va cai ai d6 ay la co gai da 1y chia khéa mo trai tim t6i va nuét chirng nd véi mot nu
cuoi.

“Em can xe anh,” cd noi.

Duwong nhu t6i da quén ludén rang tlr dung khi muén néi “Cai gi?” la “Cai 817", v toi ctr dirng
do nhin Tris ma nghi ¢6 dy dang noi chuyén véi minh va cai y nghi do thé nao lai dwoc dich
thanh cé dy dang cho t6i mét co hoi.

“Em mudn t&i mot chd,” c6 bao toi. “Em hira sé mang tra.”

T6i luc chum chia khoa trong tui quan. T6i dang nghi Anh sé di voi em. Toi dang nghi toi
nhiing cudc noi chuyén trén bang ghe sau va sang tac vai bai ca ngoi c6 trong dau. Khuon mat
cb birng sang trong anh dén pha quét tirlan dwong do6i dién. Téi nhé thoi dy lam.

Khén khiép, khi ay toi da yéu co. Va khi dy dang nhoa vao bdy gio. T6i dang nght 1a sao lai
khéng? To1 dang nghi chung ta van la nhitng con ngwoi nhu xwa thoi ma. Nhwng roi mot giong
ndi tir bén ngoai tri ¢ toi da cat 1én,

“Toi e 1a xe gitr da chat roi. Khong con cho cho ciu dau, Tris. Xin 16i.”



Co gai tén Norah nay gior dang cudi toe toét, ro ngot ngao va rang ro.
“Gi co?” Tris héi.
“T6i xin 16i. T6i da khong néi di ro. DE toi ¢ giai thich lai cho rd hon nhé. BIEN PL.”

“T6i nghi c6 maoi pha1 bién vé nha ctia minh iy, Norah. Sao c6 khéng dwa con Quai Vat Say
Ruou nay di va ki€m vai tay hAm mo Weezer dé choi trd lam siéu sao nhac rock. T6i dang ndi
chuyén véi Nick, khong phdi véi co.”

Va t6i nghi: Cé dy dang cdi vd vi minh. Cé dy dang cdi vd vi minh.
Nhuwng thé nao d6 Norah m&i ngwdi quang 1y téi va cho tay c6 ay vao tdi quan sau cta toi.

Toi da toan hay co ay ra, nhung Tris noi, “Thoi nao, Nick - mudn ro1 bon em rat can Xe ma.
Em sé tra tién xdng.” Va t01 biét ngay toi khong phai mot phan trong cai “bon em” ctia cd. Toi
da bi ddy khoi cai “bon em” ma c6 nhac toi.

“T6i di tim Randy day.” Caroline noi.

“Con khuya, khong, cau khong duwoc di dau,” Norah noi, bo tay khoi vai toi va khoac lay
khuyu tay Caroline. Canh nay di lam chidng t6i roi vao thé ky quadc nhw canh c6 bai We're of to
see the Wizad [10], v&i Tris chan gitra ching t6i nhw Mu Phu Thay Xau Xa Dén Tir Qua Khit.

C6 c6 thé c6 duoc toi that dé dang. Nhung thay vi thé cd chi khit miii ma néi. “C6 c6 thé gitt
anh ta. T6i chi can cai xe thoi.”

Va véi cdu néi do, Tris da bd té6i mai mai. Moi luc téi nhin cb, tir biy gio cho téi chét, co sé
bo t6i mai mai. Mai mai, mai mai va mai mai.

Norah b0 tay ra khoi tui quin cua tdi va dung ca ngwdi dé do cho Caroline dirng virng. ba
dén ldac toi phai ding ra chi huy, va téi hdu nhuw khong lam duoc thé. Khong phai toi say, toi
phé hay t6i thang. Chi 1A t6i da that bai hoan toan. Va viéc dé da x6a s6 moi giac quan cua toi.

Chi c6 mot giai diéu tir té duy nhat trong cai dong tap am nay, va do la cai c6 gai t6i dang di
theo day. T6i biét toi c6 thé bao cb di taxi - toi co cam giac co thira strc lam thé - nhung toi
thich cai y twong duoc di cung voi cb va dugc ¢ canh cd. C6 chao tam biét chu cau lac bo khi
ching toi da ra toi ca va lai duoc Ua ra du'cmg Via heé day nhirng nguoi hat thudc chay thanh
tro tan. T6i chi nhdn dwoc cai gat dau tir mot cap toi lo mo biét. Binh thuong néu nguoi ta thiy
toi di voi nhitng c6 gai nong bong thi sé con co vai cai nhin ngwdng mo nira co. Co 1€ do la do
sy tirc gian 10 1o gitra Norah va Caroline, hay vi ho déu nghi t6i la dan dong tinh - du ly do 1a gi
di nita, toi chdng nhan dwoc nhiéu sw tan dwong hon 13 mét anh tai x& nhan dwoc khi di thu
tign khach.

Toi b1et tdi phai dé nghi dwoc giup Norah day Caroline vé phia trwéc, nhung suw thit 1a
ngay luc nay t6i nghi t6i khong thé d& duwoc ai ngoai chinh ban than minh. Thanh pho trong
rong. T6i trong rong. Khong - toi dang tran ngap dau dén. Thir tong rong la cudéc séng cua toi
kia.



T6i luc tim chia khoa. Tris sé khong doi toi & trong xe. Tris sé khong bao gi¢r doi toi nira.
Lé ra t6i khong nén dén day. Lé ra té6i khong nén & bat ctr & dau co6 co6 thé tim thay.
Chuing tdi dang & cho cai xe.

“Cua day la gi viy?” Norah hoi.

Toi nhun vai néi, “Xe Yugo.”



4. Norah

Cubi cung thi cudc hen cua téi rut lai con thé nay. Cong chua Do Thai dén twr Englewood
Cliffs, c6 tro ngoan tung dll’O’C doc dién van t6t nghiép khon kiép, ké tirng chon mot truong
trung hoc nir sinh Cong gido lam noi dwa ban than nhat cia minh dén trai nghlem cudc song,
ké tung chon tir chéi dai hoc Brown, cb gai ma gio khi sap duoc tha rong ra the gioi 18 ra phai
dirng trudc nhirng co hoi v tan - rét cuoc lai dang phai ng01 qua dém thang Tw trén hang ghé
sau clla mot chiéc Yugo c6 mui nhw mui dau hoic hwong cta Tris. Co 1€ chi co dong co xe la
khong chlu khoi dong, nhung toi c6 cam giac doi minh cing dang gidm chan tai cho Phai, cai
Yugo c6 ghé toi ca phan kim loai khéi ném boc, co ca vao dui téi, cai di tich cua thoi Chlen
Tranh Lanh khong chju phan tng gi khi Nick xoay chia khéa nay, né ciing giong nhw mét an du
khén kiép cho cudc séng khén nan ctia téi - TRI TRE.

Nick c6 1é ding la mot than bass, nhung cdu ciling 1a mot than dd xe nita vi cu da tia
dwoc mot cho ngay trudc mat cau lac bo va thé 1a gio toi pha1 chiu hau qua bat hanh khi doi
tai tri tré cua t6i phai hing tron tiéng nhac choi bén trong cau lac bd, da thé ho con choi that
hay va dleu dé khién toi trc ché khong chiu ndi. Toi khong chac mlnh dang quay tré lai véi cudc
song cua minh bang viéc vao trong chiéc Yugo nay voi cau gan nhu-ban-trai-moi nay, hay
dang tir bo no bang viéc roi cau lac bo va ctru 1ay Caroline 1an nita, nhung du ¢ 1a gi di nita, toi
van mudn duoc thu'o'ng thirc am nhac thém. Hunter van dang ¢ trén san khau nhung glcr toi co
thé nghe thay tiéng Dev dang hat cung véi Hunter mét ban cover ctia Green ‘Day khac, “Time of
Your Life”. Hunter Does Hunter dang choi bai kinh dién trén dai FMdé véi nhip dleu nhanh
khung khiép (vi punklam sao néu trinh dién nguyén xi phién ban gdc déu déu nhw dap ghim ay
— Chua phu ho anbh, Billie Joe [11] va toi thé la dang c6 mét tay D] ph01 am cyc diéu nghé doan
ngai lap di Michael Jackson rén ri Billie Jane is not my lover, the kid is not my son[12] vao phan
trinh dién dé. Lam sao diéu d6 c6 thé Xay ra, tai sao né lai hay dén thé, va néu chiéc Yugo nay
khong chiu khoi dong trong vong mot giay tdi thi toi sé nhay ra, ching quan tam t&i viéc minh
muon dwoc thir thém bay phut lam ban gai cua Nick biét bao sau khi ching t6i da dua Caroline
ve nha toi. DAu 1a mot ga kho toi nghiép, cau dé thwong quyén rii khiép 1én duorc.

“Cau nghe thiy khéng?” toi hdi Nick.

“Cai gi? bong co hoat dong roi a?” Ga kho toi nghiép khong chi dé thwong ma la mot
nguoi nhay siéu khung, cu co 1€ cling 1a mot chang trai tot. It nhat thi cau ciing chirng to duoc
sw khéo leo trong cai viéc nhét nir than say rwou Caroline vao  bang ghé sau ctia mot chlec
Yugo chét gidm ma cb 4y van tu'crng la minh muon thé. Pirng nén quén vu ciu hén siéu gioi.
Cau xtrng dang nhirng thir tot hon mot a Tris - va mot cai Yugo.

T6i noi vai cau, “Khdng. Cau ngoc ‘Nghe di, nghe thay cai giai diéu am am phat ra tir
trong cau lac b khong" No duoc goi la trong, hiéu chura. N6 nhuw 13, tuyét nhu nhitng 4m thanh
don nén chay ngam tir nhirng nén van hoa ‘nguyén thuy.” Toi go nh1p 1én hop dung do lat vat
ctia chiéc Yugo. N6 bat mé& dudi nhip dap cua t6i. Bén trong dan mot birc anh cta Tris. Toi giat
né ra. Khén klep' Caroline ding la khong bi hoang tuwong - Tris thuc sy da chom chlec ao
phong ling cua Caroline voi chiv ky cua Flea trén ngure trai. T6i ném cai anh ra ngoai ctra so r01
quay ra doi dién véi Nick. “Ban nhac thoi ctia cdu can mot tay trong. T6i da thay cau mé man
khi Hunter cover bai “Chump” ctia Green Day lic trong cau lac bo. Toi biét cau co thé cadm nhan
duvc nhlp diéu nhiéu hon ca kha nang choi ghi ta quyén-rii- dén-dau-tim cda cau nira. Nghi di.

“Chump” sé& tré thanh cai gi néu thiéu Tres Cool? Kiém mot tay trong cho ban nhac cda cau di,



ciu trai. That day.”

Caroline van chua téi cai nguong say ngoac can cau, hiu thao cong va tién kéo bé, nghla
la glo' c6 dang trong giai doan noi linh tinh, va dung thé that ttr hang ghé sau, c6 xen vao “That
day.” vi Caroline luén noi tlep cai cau toi da bo lai. “1ai xe. Nay" C6 vo vao vai Nick tu phia sau.
Nick 11ec nhin c6 mot cai roi nhanh chong quay sang d6i mat véi toi. That la mot c6 gai xinh
xan, véi hoi thé virong mui tequila. Caroline mudn biét, “Sao anh lai di do6i gidy xau thé? Tra
1o toi di, anh 1ai xe. Bi ma!”

“Giay phai hop voi xe, Caroline,” toi ndi voi co. “Nhirng nguoi lai xe Yugo bi bat budc phai
di giay thé thao Chucks rach rwéi ban thiu nhw phan. N6 la mot quy tic 4y. Trong sach hwong
dan st dung xe c6 ghi thé.” Toi ldy sach huong dan st dung xe Yugo tur trong hoc dé do lat vat
ra. Mot day ba keo cao su kéo dai noi tir cuén sach téi cai hoc. Toi ldy miéng g1ay dn McDonald
cling tw trong hoc ra lau chd keo cao su. Tris va cai thoi Mé bong béng khén kiép cta co ta. Toi
ném cudn sach ra bang ghé sau cho Caroline ng6i nghién ngam.

Co lo cubn sach di. “Anh la nguoi Nam Tw [13]a, anh lai xe?” Caroline hoi Nick. “Norah,
day c6 phai ly do anh ta ché ching ta vé nha khong? Anh ta la tai x€ taxi a?”

“Chac chan roi,” toi dap. Cdu s€ 1a tai x€ taxi ngay khi chiéc Yugo khén nan nay chiu khoi
dong. Chung t6i dang lam moi viéc voi co may su6n se cwc ky han hep. ba mat téi mwoi phut
chi dé nhét Caroline vao hang ghe sau. TOi c6 thé thay Randy lang vang phia ngoai cau lac b9,
phi pheo thudc 14, noéi chuyén voi Lou Dién nhung mat cir liéc vé phia chiéc Yugo, san sang lao
vao Caroline Ian nita, t6i chac chin ddy, néu cai xe nay khong phéi khdi day ngay.

“Dén givr van con mot dan toc c6 tén la Nam Twsao?” Nick hoi. “Khi hién gio cai dat nwéece
dy da bi tan dan sé nghe'? Twdng hdi d6 da cé vai sw vu khon kiép xay ra & Serbia va Croatia?
Qua chan Cau lac dau, tay thoi vdn chia khoa khoi dong, dwong nhu da bé cudc. Cau dap dau
vao vO ling, roi tung nAm dam vao cai can gat. Hét cach. Khong thé lam gi duoc niva. Cai xe nay
sé chang chiu di dau hét. Cdu trong that thiéu ndo va hét hy vong, nhung toi chang n& 10ng nao
moc may cau vi dang cw xtr nhw thé tiéc thwong cho cai nwédc Nam Tw khi ré rang 1a ciu dang
nhé thwong Tris.

Caroline Cho ching toi biét, “Moi nguoi biét khong, téi c6 gdc Nam Tw diy. T dang Ong
c6 ngoai cda t6i.”

T6i ndi, “Cau cling cé goc Transylvania nita day, chi a. Trat tw di. Toi phai nghi.” Thé quai
nao ching téi vé duoc nha bay gio'? Ma sao toi lai phai dua Caroline vé nha? C6 mot anh chang
nong bong ngodi canh tdi, du cau chi 1a thibi Tris thai ra ,mnhung cau ciing co thé nhao nin duoc.
T6i dang & Manhattan, nhw bai hat ctia Stevie Wonder ma b6 thich: New York, New York, just
like I picture it - Skyscrapers and everything.[14]Nguwoi ta van biét nhitng thit khon klep lu6bn
ton tai & day, nhung khong pha1 chiéc Yugo khén kiép ciri ra nay. Qua kinh chan gié tdi c6 thé
thay toa nha Empire State, sang hong sang xanh don chao 1& Phuc sinh. T61 nho ra rang chua
Jesus chét dé ctru chudc nhlrng toi 161 cha Caroline chr khong phai cia toi - toi thudc mot toc
nguoi khac - vay tai sao toi lai phai ctru c6 khi t6i c6 thé nhay ra khéi chiéc Yugo nay de kiém
chut hoi thé cudc s6ng? Toi con chwa dung cho hét hai phit khuy&n mai 1am ban gai cda Nick
Co' ma.

)

Caroline noéi, “Cau khong phai chi cia tbi, d6 Ta Da.

D6 1a ban ndng tw nhién, t6i khong thé dirng dwoc; Toi quay lai nhin Caroline va gat 1én,



“Dlrng goi toi thé!” Co cwoi khiic kKhich, thoa man vi da lam t6i dién lén.

That hanh phuc lam sao, tleng khuc khich cta Caroline da chuyen thanh tiéng ga gat.
Nhin tam gwong phia ghé phu, toi thay Caroline hinh nhw da ngu thiép di, ma guc lén ctra s6
canh bang ghe sau. Toi chua bao gio thay co guc xuong ma khoéng non trwdc. Nick va chiéc
Yugo clia cau han phai c6 phép thin gi d6. Lay Chua, xin Ngudi hidy dé né kéo dai téi khi ching
toi vé duoc tdi Jersey.

Mot ti€ng ngdy tr phia gh€ sau bao rang Caroline thuc sw dé chét gidc. TUYET! Jesus
dang yéu, cam on Nguoi - vi da dung chan mot chut bén con, va, con sé thém vai 161 cdm on
nita vé chuyén chét-dé-chudc-tdi-cho-con. NgU’O‘l THAT HOANH TRANG J.C (Jesus Christ)! Con
sé khong nhan manh vao chuyen ngay khi vé dén nha con sé phai ngu canh em Rong Ngay nay
dé dam bao c6 khong chét sic trong cai d6ng minh nén ra trong khi ngti dau a. Lan nita.

“Mot van dé da duorc g1a1 quyet toi noi voi Nick. Toi dat tay trai minh 1én tay phai cau,
cai tay dang giit chit 14y can s6. “Gior thi ching ta sé lam gi véi van dé kia nhi?”

Cau hoi nhan mat khi t6i dung vao va giat tay ra dé xoay cai chia khéa khéi dong lan nira.
Toi cling chang hiéu vi sao minh lai cham tay vao ciu

Cau muon biét, “Tai sao ciu lai pha may con bup bé Barbie cua Tris?” va gio toi clirng
hong. Khon that, day c6 phai cai gia phai tra cho viéc Caroline chét gidc sdm dén bat ngo
khong - rang N1ck da t1ep quan giai doan u uit thlrcrng gdp sau giai doan ndi linh tinh cua
Caroline? “T6i c0 ba cd em va toi biét dd 1a chuyén rat nghiém trong, cai chuyén pha bup bé
Barbie cua nguoi khac 3 ay.” Puorc thoi, c6 1€ cau khong u uat, vi nu cwoi mia mai Kia cho t6i hay
rang cau da tré lai lam sinh vat g101 mia mai thanh vién ban nhac ding diéu. Khén kiép, dé lai
1a thir khién t6i muén lam chuyén 4y véi cau.

Tuy thé, toi van thay cau dang mudén c6 thém thong tin, nhung t6i sé khong tlep tuc noi
chuyén vé Tris véi cau nita dau. Toi khong theé. Trong vong mot dém thi Tu ba toi cling chi cé
thé lam t6n thwong tinh than nam nhi ctia mot ngudi thé thoi.

Mt khac, c6 1€ tdi c6 thé 16i Nick vao mot chuwong trinh, cai nghién Tris cho cau, cai tao
cau, cho cau trai nghiém chwong trinh lam ban véi mot cd-gai-tét. THi thich s& bay - chung toi
co thé co nhu*ng gidy phut ngot ngao tuyét voi, trong sudbt bay ngay chir khong chi bay phut.
ROi tdi sé tra tw do cho cau, cau sé bot la cai b1 cua Tris, sé dwoc cai tao thanh mot cau trai
hoan hdo nhw ban chat cia cau trudc d6i mat dau kho ctia Tris. Cau sé 1a mon qua téi danh
tang cho gidi nit, mot sinh vat giong ducly twdng, gioi am nhac va chuyén 4y. T6i sé tra cau lai
cho thé gioi hoan toan khéng chit mia mai chAm biém, hoan toan khong con cam ghet moi
thiéu ni va nhin ho nhw nhitng nghi pham Tris tiém tang nira. Nao, gior ai méi hoanh trang vy,
J.C?

Mot chiéc xe tai trang di nguoc chiéu phong hét téc luc, do xich trudc mot cai voi clru
hoa thing ngay phia truéc chiéc Yugo.

“0Oi, ta on Chta,” Nick néi. Hay diy. Chung tdi that c6 duyén véi viéc bi chen ngang. S6
phan chang?

Mot cau nhay ra khoi xe va toi nhan ra d6 1a ngwoi da vui vé véi thanh vién khong phai ca
si trong nhém nhac ctia Nick sau khi ban nhac dién xong. T6i chi bat dwoc mot phit trong toan



b6 man hdn cta ho trudc khi phai quay mat di. Tu ba toi rat hirng thu trudc canh hai thing con
trai hoén nhau. T6i khong hiéu sao viéc nhin chim chi mdt nu hon dong gioi lai la lanh dia doc
quyén clia bon con trai dai hoc lic vira xem hai lesbian vira tw swong, that qua trong nam
khinh nit. Binh dang giéi pha1 dwoc ton trong ¢ moi phuwong dién - n6 phai mang lai ty do tinh
duc, cong bang thu nhap, va quyén co ban cta con gai dwoc ngudng md nhitng gi hai thdong
tinh lam vé&i nhau.

Néu khong vi cd hon thuc swnéng bong toi chirng kién gitra hai ga do, c6 khi toi da chang
dap lai 101 de nghi lam ban gai ndm phut cua cau bang viéc kéo miéng cau xuong voi toi dau.
Cai cd Rong Ngay va chiéc Yugo ctri ra ndy duwong nhw da & day hang nam roi, chtr khong phai
maoi vai phat, ma dang nao thi SAO t6i lai phai nghi ngoi nhiéu dén thé vé chuyen bi ket gilra
dong thoi gian va trong chiéc Yugo v&i cai ciu Nick nay chit? Ciu ta chi mé Tris théi!

Ban trai cua cdu trong ban nhac - cdu ta qua uy mi dén mirc trong y hét mot con roi
Muppet that - dua ngudi vao cira kinh xe cta Nick. Cau ta noéi v&i Nick, “M& ndp ca pb ra di,
ching ta sé thtt khéi dong em bé ndy bang tay xem sao.’

“U nhi,” Nick néi nhw thé d6 la viéc ho rat thwong xuyén lam. “Cam on, Scot,”

Scot nhin sang phia t6i. Ciu ta néi, “Thom can nguwoi giup bén xe tai, néu cju khong
phién.”

Quai gi thé? Thoéi dwoc roi.

T6i nhin vai ra khoi chiéc Yugo trong khi Scot nang nap ca po 1én gi hai day a ac quy vao
nhau. T6i di qua Randy dang twa vao twong cdu lac b va day han ta mot cai, chi vi thich thé.
ROi tdi budc téi bén ghé phu cua chiéc xe tai va thay cac thiét bi nhac chat & phla sau. Toi biét
ngay 1a ban nhac cua Nick c6 mot cai xe tai roi ma! Tai sao lic ndy xin di nho vé Jersey toi
khong néi rd 1a xe tdi, ma lai bao Ia Yugo co chit?

Cau ngoi ghé 1ai trong cai xe tai 4y ndi, “Chao. To6i la Thom. Viét c6 chir ‘h’ 4y nhé.”

, T6i bao cau ta, “Tdi la Gnorah. Viét cé chit ‘g’. Am ‘g’cam. Nhu trong tir ‘gnome’ (quy lin)
ay,
“Thata?” Thom hdi.
“Khong, khong hin thé. Tén tdi con c6 mdt chit ‘h’ nita. O cudi tén ay Trwéc day chi la N-

0-R-A nhung roi toi chinh thirc thém chir H nira sau khi b6 toi kh,ong moi dugc Norah Jones
khi 6ng 4y c6 co hoi. T6i khong mudn 6ng dy dé quén chuyén 4y thé.”

“That 4?” Thom lai héi

Khong han thé. “That day," toi tra lod. “Nhung t6i khéng nghi minh vao céi xe nay dé noéi
chuyén vé may chit H. C6 gi m&i khéng?”

Thom dua t6i mot to' nam muoi d6 nhau nat. Cau ta noi, “Scot va toi gop day Chung t6i
da thay cau véi Nick hdn nhau.” Thom khéng phai ca sT cua nhém nhwng cau ay van c6 thé hat
“Giving him something he can feel” theo ding nguyén ban cia Aretha, chtr khéng phai nhu cover



En Vogue.
“T6i khong hiéu,” téi noi.

Ca pd xe tai chin tAm nhln cua chung toi, nhung ching | t01 van c6 thé nghe tiéng xe Yugo
lach xach chuin bi héi sinh. * ‘Khong c6 thoi gian giai thich nira,” Thom noi. “Cte hiéu la Scot va
toi ghet cay ghet dang cai tinh cia em bo cii cua Nick va chung td6i mudn giup ciu dy mot chut
trong viéc song t1ep Thé nén, xin cau day, hdy dwa cau ta di choi toi nay la duoc. Chung toi da
quyét 1a chiing t6i thich cau va ciu sé& 1a Chtia Ctru thé€ cta Nick. Khong 4p dit hay gi hét nhé.”

Ninh not tang boc c6 thé gitp cau ay dat duwgc moi viéc va ngay luc nay thi tdi ciing dang
thich ctru thé, nhung, “Khong duoc,” t6i noi voi cau ta, du toi rat muon. Thyc sy rat muon. Toi
to mo khong biét chuyén gi sé xay ra néu toi ca gan quet lan nita vao tay Nick - hay nhitng cho
khac, nhw cai miéng Khong Ai cuc ky ngot ngao kia. “Nick phai cho t6i Va co ban say khuét caa
toi vé Jersey, Caroline gior dang ngu trén bang ghé sau cua chiéc Yugo roi.”

Thom noi, “Chung t6i c6 mot cai dém ¢ sau xe tai. Ching ta trao doi nhé. Chung toi sé
dwa Caroline vé nha néu cau dua Nick di choi t8i nay.”

Toi quyet dinh Ia cling c6 vai viéc nén lam de song cho thoadi mai. “Puwgrc,” toi ndi véi ciu
ta. Toi dat to nam muwoi do la vao tudi do trong, roi vé duong vé nha toi l1én tay Thom. T6i chi
cho cdu ta phai tim chia khoéa nha dwéi cai chu canh va dung lo gi vé b0 me tdi - c6 khi ho
tham chi con cho cau ay tién vi dua Caroline vé nha va giup toi co thé di choi véi mot ciu con
trai thuc thu dy chtt. Va toi chdng cam thdy tho o lanh dam gi véi Nick hét. To6i khong thé nhé
lan cudi cung minh cam thay hoi hop la khi nao - - khong phai hoi hop vi tinh duc (phai noi han
ra the) ma vi chuyén c6 thé quen mot ngudi méi thue sw hip dan, ngay ca néu cau dy chi 1a
mot ga kho toi nghiép.

Thé 1a ching t6i thu xép xong, vra khoi cai xe tai cung Thom, ciu ta nho Scot giup dua
Caroline ttr chiéc Yugo sang xe tai. Nhung khi vao lai trong chiéc Yugo tdi chang c6 co hoi giai
thich cho Nick nhiém vu méi vao lic nira dém nay nira.

Vi cai kinh chan gi6 toi da thdy Randy ding goc twong dang bat tay ki€u anh em than
thiét véi mot nguoi maoi dén ngau nhlen lai la thang khon da bién toi thanh Tu D4 nam ngoai.
RO rangla chau that cia bac Lou khdng thé tru dwoc & cai trai kibbutz tai Nam Phi 4 ay Tiéng goi
cua noi hoang da thuc sw - Manhattan - hdn 1a qua lon dén mirc anh ta chang thé bo qua. Va
khon Kiép, thang Bo Cu X4u Xa ciing da thay toi va gio han da ra bén ctra phu cta chiéc Yugo,
ngay canh tdi va néi, “Nay cung, cung da san sang di tiép chd ching ta bo lai chua?”



5.Nick

T6i cha bao gio nghi Jessie c6 thé phan boi toi thé nay.T6i chang lam gl trur viéc yéu va doi
XUt t€ voi nd ca.T6i dd luén bén canh né va bao vé no khi nguoi ta goino la d6 rac rudi va noéi
ho khong hiéu vi sao téi lai ctr gitr khu khw lay né. Toi nghi viéc dé cling c6 chut y nghia.Nhung
khong, khi tdi can né nhat thi né lai bé roi toi .Toi xoay chia khoéa, t6i xoay chia khéa va toi
xoay chia khoa nhung no ciing chdng cir dong gi ca.Gid toi mébi co don 1am sao! Ca cai xe clia
toi cling da quyét bo toi.

Toi c6 thé thuc sw dién 1én véi nd. Nhung chu yéu la toi so.So rang chuyén nay sé khong
thé cttu van duorc. Rang chung toi co thé co khai dong no cho t&i tan khi moi anh den ¢
Manhattan tit hét ma né van ding tro ra ¢ d6.Khéng mot cai nhay mat.Toi khong thé lai tiép
tuc stra n6 thém nita.Né&u két thic & day, thi thuc sw da 1a két thic roi day.

Toi chang thue su dée tam den viéc Scott va Thom dua Caroline ra khoi bang ghe sau.Sau
bao nhiéu cong strc nhét c6 ay vao d6.Nhung toi c6 thé hiéu mong mudn dwoc roi khédi tau
chim.

To6i dang dinh glup Scott noi lai day dién thi mot ga toi chwa thiy bao gi¢ twa vao ctra so xe
chd Norah ngbi va néi,”Chao cung, cung da sdn sang di tiép chd ching ta bé lai chwa?”

Cai. quai. gi. thé?

Puoc thoi, cd 1€ dung la toi dang giao du véi mot nhom nhac dong tinh va cac thir kiéu the,
nhung ma - t6i chua bao gio, chwa bao glo' trong mot nghin ty nam c6 thé tuong tuong rang
mot dua con trai co thé dutuw “ ‘nay cung’ va dau thwc sw nght nhw thé.Ga ta néi nhu thé ga ta
dang huyt sdo khi thdy nguc mot cd nao day khi co ta dang di xudng phd khong bang. Ai lam cai
tro ay co ch?

To6i nghi Norah sé cho ga biét ga dang ¢ dau. Nhung thay vi thé c6 lai dong cirng lai. Co
nhin di cho khac, c nhw 1a lam thé thi c6 co thé - xong chuyén .Voi mot chut suy nghi logic, dleu
nay c6 nghi la gio c6 dang nhin toi, vi t6i dang & cach ga khach khong moi ma tdi nay mot géc
180 do. Nhung thay vao do, co lai dan mat vao cai ban diéu khién noi cai den tin hiéu gio 1€ ra
phai sang roi. Va toi nghi minh d3 c6 hoi bat ngo, vi moi thir deu trong co6 vé la chung toi sé di
dau do cung nhau, rang day khong chi la mot chuyen ché vé nha binh thuong. Gio né thanh
mot chuyén chang di vé dau ca, va téi cdm thiy buon vi chuyén ndm ngoai tam kiém soat clia
minh.

“Cung, anh vé roi day,” ga tiép tuc noi. “Ra khoi cai ddng sit vun ndy va ndi chao mot tiéng
xem nao?”

Hirm, c6 16i Norah ra khéi cai ghé phu la mot chuyén. Nhuwng néi xau Jessie thi hoan toan
khong chap nhan duorc.

“T6i c6 thé giup gi dwgc khong?” téi héi.



Ga nhin Norah trong khi noi voi t6i.” C6, anh ban. Téi méi vira vé My va dang tim ti€u thw
day. Ciu c6 thé tha cod 4y ra mot gidy dwoc khong""

Ga v&i tay vao trong ctra s6, thao then, mé cira ra.

“Chung t6i sé vé ngay,” gd néi t1ep Va t6i dinh noi voi Norah rang co chang viéc gi phai
lam thé. Nhung ngay lic do thi c6 voi tay CO’l ddy an toan ra.T6i nghi day la quyet dlnh cua co..
cho t&1i khi c6 khong thwe hién thém mot cir ddng nira dé€ hoan tit viéc dé. Co clr ngbi yén trong
Xe.

Cu'ng ” gd vira tho tay vao véi 1dy c6 vira nung niju, nhu thé c6 chi la mot dira tré ngoi
trong xe. “Anh nhé em nhigu 13m.”

Toi van chla khéa khdi dong.Van khong dong dy.Scot ra cho cira s6 bén phia toi, nhin vao
trong xe, va néi, “0’' day c6 chuyén a?”

Gio Scot m@i la ngwdi Norah nhin. Va vily do nao do, viéc nay da 16i co lai voi thuec tai.

“Tal,” co noéi voi giong sidc nhu dao cao, “anh chua bao gio nh¢ toi du chi mot phit. Chua
mot gidy nao trong ca cudc doi khon nan cua anh nho toi hét .Anh c6 the nhé lam toi dién lén,
va anh c6 thé nh& cai niém sung swong co dugc tir viéc huy hoai toi, va d6 1a moi cam sudc anh
dang nhé, khong phai toi. Toi e la téi khong gitp gi cho anh duoc dau.”

“Théi nao, cwng,”Tal ndi, chui vé phia c6. Co giat lui lai. Toéi doan Scot dinh ndi gi d6, nhung
toi gianh ludn.

“Anh ban, khéng ai don cwng vao chin twong nhw thé diu,” toi néi. “Cuat ra khéi xe cta toi
ngay.”

Tal gio tay lén, bwére ra khéi cai ctra.

“T6i chi dang dé phu nit Iya chon thdi ma,” ga néi. “T6i khong hé nhén ra la c6 ta da kip
bit tay hai doi nguoi khac roi. Mong cau dwoc may man hon toi.”

“Thang khén,” Norah 14m bam.

Tal cuoi pha 1én.” Cai xe ban nam dé6. Gia tri y kién cia Norah: ba xu. P mia mai cda viéc
c6 ta goi toi 1a thang khén: vé gid.”

“CUT. PL.” Norah néi.

“Gl co? Em s¢ anh s€ noi sw that a?"Tal gio nhin thang vao toi. “Dung dé bi ltra, anh ban a.
Cd ta gidi néi 1dm, nhung khi cau thuwce sw ra dén thuc dia, cAu sé nhan ra rang né tréng khong.”

'"

Tt chd ndo diy bén dwdi cai mui xe, Thom gao 1én, “Quy dng, khdi dong xe di!

To6i khong thé tim ra cach nao hay dé cau Chua hay mot quyén lwc toi cao nao do. Nhung
tdi cwc ki thodi mai véi viéc ciu Jessie, va ngay lic nay day toi danh tang cho né hét tit cd moi



bai kinh Phtic Am cta minh.

Lam on néd mdy di. Téi sé mua xdng loai thwong hang sudt cd thdng sau néu em vui long, vui
long, vui long, vui long khéi djng.

T6i xoay chia vao 6. C6 mot tiéng canh. Va roi...
Jessia lai chiu néi chuyén véi toi roi. Va né dang néi, ta bién khdi ché nay thoi.

“T6i rat muon dwoc & lai néi chuyén thém,” t6i bao Tal, “nhwng chiing t6i ¢ viéc phai di
Mo

roi.

“Tot thoi, “Tal ndi, déng cai civa lai nhe nhang hon tdi nghi nhiéu.”Chi can dirng cé ndéi la
t6i chwa cdnh bao cau. Cau dang hen ho véi Nit Ngudi Thiéce [1°lday. Cr tim mot trai tim di, cau
chi v& dwoc khi doc thoi.”

“Cam on l&ri khuyén!” t6i mia mai dua.

Ga véi tay vé phia ctra s6 cham vao ma Norah, cir thé mot luc.

“Em yéu, 1a em chon d4y,” ga noi. Roi ga di vé phia & dwong, thang tién vao ciu lac bd.

“Cé vé 1a nguwoi tir t&€ ddy,” toi no6i.Norah chang phan tng gi.

Scot gid twa vao ctra kinh phia toi.

“Dlrng lo gi vé ban c6,” ciu ta néi. “Chung toi sé dwa cd 4y vé nha. Hai ban tré gio vui vé
nha, nghe khong?”

Han roi,” toi ndi véi ciu 4y, du Norah trong ct nhw tac dung duy nhat cda tir vui vé 1a lam
thé gi¢i trong that tang tdc.

Thom ddp nap ca po Xuong va bat ngon tay cai khich 1¢ t6i. R6i cau ta va Thom tay trong
tay di vé phia cai xe tai, m& day ac quy ling ldng trén vai y nhw con tran Nam MJ.

Norah van chwa c6 y dinh that dai an toan. T6i khong biét nhw thé ¢ nghi 1a gi. Co quay lai
nhin vao canh ctra cau lac bo.

“C4u O0n ch&?” toi hai.
“N6i thit 1a toi cling khong biét nira,” c6 noi.

To61 quay Jessie lai va nhuong chd d4u xe cta chung tdi cho bt ci ai téi sau. Téi cdm thiy
chut thanh than khi nghi ring viéc minh ra di sé mang lai may méan cho ai dé.

Chi khi cho xe ra t&i dwong téi méi nhan ra rang minh chang biét sé di dau.



“C4u c6 mudn tdi ché vé nha khéng?” toi hai.
T6i coi swim ldng la cdu tra loi khéng. Vi mudn vé nha la chuyén nguwdi ta sé ndi to 1én.
T6i mém tiép,”Thé cdu mudn lam gi?”

béi voi toi day co6 ve la mot cu hoi kha thang roi. Nhung c6 nhin tdi voi cai vé hoan toan
chang hiéu gi, ct nhw 1a c6 dang xem canh gioi no tung, con to6i chi la cai dong chir bé ti xiu ¢
g6c man hinh thong bao thong tin vé tinh hinh thoi tiét.

T6i thir lai.

“Cau c6 doi khong?”

Co chi dwa tay che miéng va nhin qua kinh chin gi6 truéc.

“Cau khat khong?”

Néu téi doan dang, c6 dang dém dén duong.

“Cé biét ban nhac nao con dang choi khéng?”

Im lang th6i doc thanh ghé chan gitta hai ching toi.

“C6 mudén nhin vai ¢6 xo mat mé khong?”

C6 phai to6i dang n6i to qua khong?

“Hay la xem liéu nguw¢i ngoai hanh tinh c6 thich lam tinh tay ba khéng?”

Lan nay c6 nhin t6i.Va néu nhu c6 khong thue sy dang mim cwoi, thi it nhat tdéi nghi minh
da nhin thay diu hiéu tiém an cia mot nu cuwoi.

“Khong,” c6 noi. “T6i thich nhin cdc so mat mé hon.”

“DPworc roi,” tdi noi , 1ai chiéc xe hwéng vé khu Lower East Side . “Pén lic quiy phad mot
chut roi.”

To6i néi diéu d6 véi mot giong kha ctrng coi, du t6i chi c6 y nghi mo nhat nhit trong nhiing
y nghi mo nhat vé chuyen ching toi sé di dau. Dev cé 1an néi véi toi vé cai chd nhiing nguoi
thoat y vii an mdc nhw cac ban xo va nhai bai “Climb Ev'ry Mountain “(1én moi dinh ndi). Va do
méi chi 1a mot trong cdc man & ddy théi . Toi nghi né qua quen thudc dé c6 thé bi coi la bién
thai- nhung dwong nhu né 1a thir Norah dang quan tam . It nhat thi tdi cling nghi thé.

Khi chung to6i dang di qua Houston, Norah véi tay bat dai.Mot bai hat cii cia rockband lap

di The Cure[16] - “Pictures of you” [17] - bai bon trong tuyén tap Breakup Desolation Mix [18
cua toi.



Bai nay, va moi bai khac trong dia, déu la danh cho Tris...

Va néu day la nhac phim thi ca tam hon 1an trai tim tan vo clia toi déu hop lai dé gitip toi
1am nén chinh bo phlm dy — cai dém c6 bao qua mét méi va mudn nghi, c6 da treo qua ghé va
nam xudng bang ghe phia sau .T6i nghi minh da mat co, nhung roi nam phut sau chudng dién
thoai reo va do la c6, goi toi tir chinh bang ghe sau xe £6i . Vo1 giong ngai ngu, c6 noi voi toi
minh cam thay thodi mai va an toan ra sao, vé viéc c6 nh¢ tat ca nhirng dém lai xe vé mudn khi
ky nghl két thuc, vé chuyén co dang dudi thang nguoi va cam giac nhw cha me c6 dang dua cod
di ngu thé nao, chang co van de voi mat duong dwoi nhitng banh xe va nhitng canh cay dap vao
kinh chan gio6 hét. C8 noi nhing giday phtt 1am cd nghi cai xe nhw 1 nha ca minh vay, va c6 1&
dé cling 1a nhirng gi t6i dd khién c6 cAm nhén.

Cudi cung co cling ngu thiép di, nhung toi van ap dién thoai vao tai minh, de dwgc chim
trong ti€ng tho cua co trong dién thoa1 roi tiéng thé cua co tu ghe sau.Va dung thé, cam giac
nhw dwoc & nha viy. Nhu thé tat cd moi thir déu dang & dang cho cia né.

“Ngay lic nay toi rdt khong cin nghe bai nay, “Norah néi. Nhung ¢ cling chang d6i bai.

“Cau da bao gior nghi vé tén cia chiing chwa? “t6i héi, chi dé cho c6 chuyén.”T6i mubn néi
13, dé 1am gi?”

“Cau mudn noi téi cai gi?”
“The Cure. Ho nghi nhitng bai hat cia ho chita lanh cai gi? Hanh phic chang?”
“Mot tay bass cho nhoém cé tén la The Fuck Offs ma lai hoi cau nay sao?”

Thé 1a tdi khong thé kim nén dwoc nita . T6i nghi, Tuyét, c6 dy biét tén nhém nhac cua
minh.

“Dev dang dinh thay tén nhdm thanh The Fuck Ons,” tdi néi véi co.

“Néu chi don gidn 1a Fuck On thi sao?”

“Mot tir thi thé nao nhi? Fuck On 4y?”

“The Friendly Fuckon ?” (Bon khon than thién

“My Fuckon Or Yours?” ( tén khon ctia t6i hay cta cdu?)

“Why is he such a fucking Fuckon?” (Sao han lai 1a m6t ga khon khi€p dén thé nhi?)
T6i nhin ¢6. “P6 1a mot cai tén cho ban nhac hay la mot cau néi binh thwong day?”

“Anh ta khong c6 quyén lam thé . Khong c4.”



Chung t6i lai dot ngot im lang . T6i dat ngay mot cau hoi vao doé.

“Thé han ta 13 ai?”

"MOt ngwoi cii,” ¢ nodi, lui vao cai ghé thém mot chut. "Nguwoi cii, tdi nghi thé"
"Nhuw Tris," t6i noi, co lién hé.

Co ng01 thang lai va bin cho t6i mot cai liéc cuc ky 4c. "Khong, khong giéng Tris mot chut
nao hét. Pay Ia that."

T6i nglrng lai mot gidy, nghe chuyén chiing t6i chia tay bi dem ra lam dé tai.
"Ac y qua day," tdi néi. "Cau chang hiéu dau."

"Cau cling thé. Nén bé qua di. T6i phai gitip ciu cé chit thoi gian hanh phic.”
Toi coi cAu cudi cung 1a mot 1¢i xin 16i. Chi yéu 1a vi t6i mudn thé.

To61 dang phong nhw bay qua khu Lower East Side, trén nhitng con pho chi c6 tén ma
khong c6 s6. bém van tu tap nhitng nguoi rat tre, nhwng dam hippy tu tap nha khoi hét vé
dwong nay dén vé duong khac. Toi tim dwoc mot chd dau xe & goc tdi trén phé Ludlow, roi
thuyét phuc Norah di nguoc lai theo vét Jessie da di cho t&i khi chling toi ding trdc mot canh
clra mau hong.

"Camera Obscura [19]? " Norah héi.
T6i gat dau.
"Twr trong dé nhitng c6 xo xuat hién, " c6 noi

T6i khong biét minh cé nén go hay cir thé md clra bwéc vao. Cu tra 1oi dwgc trao cho toi
dwéi dang mot tay bao ké lwc lwédng mac bo Playboy Thé con.

"Can cwdc?" anh ta hoi.

Toi véi tay 14y céi thé can cudc cia 6ng anh ho Illinois cia minh, thing dugc trong mot
cudc do strc choi game Xbox cuwc ky ac liét.

Norah 1dn céc tui 4o tii quan ra. Tréng khong.

Va dung nhw t6i nghi, Oi khén that, c6 noi ra chinh xac cum tw dé.



6. Norah

Oi khéon that. KHON KHON KHON KHON
HOBOGHO000000000000000000N!!

Sang nay toi vira di gui thu tw ch01 trwong Brown. Chi dé gio day, gitra cai dé nay hay vao
cai bubi sang nay - sag_thoi gian lai nglrng troi khi téi thay Tal? - biy gio t6i méi hiéu: Kibbutz
& Nam Phi: MOT SAI LAM CUC KY TAI HAL Téi nghi gi cht? Thé la ching t6i da chia tay nhau
nam lan trong vong ba nam. 'Thé nao dé tan sau trong dau to6i hién lén cai suy nghi la hoac (1)
lan t&i Tal va toi sé khién moi chuyén tré nén tt dep, va con noi ndo tét hon 1a mot kiéu hop
tac xa chén tan cung thé gidi, xa lanh gia dinh va be ban, hoac (2) ching t6i sé khong lam moi
chuyén tré nén tot dep hon, nhung toi sé la nguoi gioi nhat cai kibbutz 3 ay ting thay, va nhu
mot phan thuong phu thém, Tal sé ghen ti mudn chét khi thay toi dién cuong yéu mot anh lwot
song dep trai nao do ¢ Capetown va dé Tal nho c6 ngoai vuon trong khi toi chia tay klbbutz dé
chu du khap thé gi¢i voi ciu ludt song-tinh yéu méi cua toi, hy vong anh sé ¢ mot cai tén dé
thwong kiéu nhw Ndgijo.

Chi c6 diéu chuyén do chang bao gio xay ra. Lam sao mot cd gai co t1eng 1a thong minh lai
dinh vao chuyén v& van nay, khi nang sap truwéng thanh ma chang c6 ti twong lai nao dé bam
1ay? Nhitng tuan gan day toi da khon kho vi nho Tal cling nhiéu nhu rén ri cam ghét anh ta la
do Bo Cii Xau Xa. T6i da bam ldy cai hy vong sé lam anh ta bat ngd & Nam Phi, nhung khi anh ta
O b0 ngay truwdc mat toi tai Manhattan nay, toi da lam g1? Toi dong cung 1a1 Pot ngdt moi do
tudng han gan cua toi déu bay bién hét, dot ngdt tit ca nhitng gi toi c6 thé nhéa anh ta ludn
thiy t6i khong xirng v&i anh ta dén thé nao, khong da Do Thai, khong du chinh tri, khong du
cam ket Tal khong phai la mot con khon hay Ttra tinh nhuw Tris, nhu'ng tbi da da ai chr? Anh ta,
nhu Caroline hay nhic t6i nhé, 1a mot thang khén thich digu khién nguoi khac”, Thé la ngay
noi do, ngay trong mot chiéc Yugo khén khé, canh mot ga kho t6i nghiép toi tw gioi thiéu bang
viéc hon dim dudi anh ra, cudi cung tdi cling nhan ra cai diéu bo me va Caroline da doi toi
nhan ra tir khi t6i muwoi lim tudi: PU ROI! Caroline ludn dung. T6t nhat 1a Tal va téi nén sdng
tach nhau ra cang xa cang tét.

Oi khén that. Toi dang néi to lén day a? Toi dang co don hét sy chi y cho cau Nick day
nhung t6i Van khong thé ngirng nhitng lo1 Tal noi trude ctra cau lac bo day di day lai trong dau
toi: Co ta ndi gidi ldm, nhwng khi cdu thuc sw dwoc dén thwce dia, cdu sé nhdn ra rang né tréng
khong.

Nit Nguoi Thiéc! Tal goi toi bang cai tén Nt Nguoi Thiéc khon kiép! Toi mat ca trinh lan
tudi tré cho han ta ma han goi toi nhuw thé! It nhit toi co the cam thay dwoc an ui déi chut vé
chuyén Tal roi Nam Phi dé ve Manhattan ma khong néi voi ai hét, anh ta chac van chwa nhan
duoc thu cda roi; toi vira mai gu'l thoi ma. Toi that tinh cam thai qua, toi gui thu tay qudc té
chidm nhu sén trong khi chi can gui thuw dién tw cho anh ta la du. T6i con vé mat cudi lén phong
bi nita chit! 0, Chiia 01, con mudn ndn ngay bay gio.

Norah, sao nguoi cé thé la mot con khon, chdm tién nhw thé chit? Tuan tredc khi danh ca
dém nam téc giut dau Caroline lai trong ltc cd 4y ndn vao toa lét, tdi cam thay that c6 don va
mat mit - cho chinh minh 4y, chit khong phai Caroline; c6 dy luén c6 ca doi con trai cho ngoai



clra nha tam cho t&i lac co ay tinh tao trd lai - t6i da dé cai goc t01 trong toi, cai goc chi danh
cho Tal, chién thang Cling dém do, khi Carohne ngu cho lai strc & phong toi, trén cai giwong
glong het giuong toi ké thém d& danh cho ¢c6 ay tlr thoi mau glao, toi da viét cho Tal. La tai cho
ca phé t6i uong dé lai xe véi Caroline cd dem, hay do hoi can sa tw cai cdu lac bo reggae noi
ching toi da choi qua dém ay7 Hit khoi thu dong c6 thé con nguy hiém chét ngwoi hon la truc
ti€p hit ay ch, it nhat khi nd lam toi mat kha ning phan biét giita viéc c6 don mong ngéng Bod
Cl Xau Xa va&i viéc thue sw ¢6 quay lai véi anh ta.

T6i mong Tal sé€ khong bao gio phat hién ra rang Nt Ngwoi Thiéc da san sang thoa hiép.
T6i da khong noi han ra 1a t6i mudn hai chung toi quay lai. Nhung t6i da noi 1a toi sé xem xét
cai kha nang ay T6i noéi véi anh ta tdi c6 thé la nguoi dn chay Toi cé the Do Thai hon. Téi co
thé nghién ctru vé cach ctru bon rai ca bién va sé chi uéng ca phé duoc san Xult va van chuyen
theo dwong hop phap. Toi co thé tin rang Tal va cacanh em & Tel AV1V cua anh ra cling cé tai va
sé tré thanh mot thé h¢ ndi dinh n6i ddm, mot phién ban méi ciia nhém Hanson, nhung gia
dan hon, pha . chat punk, than Israel, chdéng chau Au, dwoc chinh tri héa. Téi it nhat cling sé xem
xét cai kha nang song ¢ Aviv voi ba me dién khung khén kho thlch ra lénh cho ngwoi khac cua
anh ta khi anh ta bat dau thurc hién ngh1a vu quan s bat budc ctia cong dan Israel vao nam téi,
va that tuyét lam sao, ba 3 4y c6 thé sé day tdi ndu nhu'ng mon anh ta thich va day t6i cach phcn
quan 4o trén day dwéi anh mat troi sao cho nhitng bé d6 d6 va chan man ctia anh ta luén dwoc
thang thém va méi cing.

Cai 1a thu dién khung ay! Khén klep' Toi glong nhu la Saddam Hussein trong phim South
Park [20], tuyén b6 véi Satan, Téi cé thé thay doi! Toi cé thé thay dbi!

Khéng, tdi khong thé thay doi. Téi khong nén thay doi.

Caroline cé thé la mot c6 nang hap dan phong dang nhu'ng cb ay khong hoan toan la do
ngu. C6 da Xin toi dung guri cai thu 3 dy di nhung toi khong nghe. “Viéc quai gi cau phai thay d01
ch®?” c6 néi. “Han méi la nguoi phai thay doi, cai do siéu khon nan dy. Sao cau phai lam may
chuyén nay? Néu cau can vai viéc dé cudng la1 giai-doan-cudi-tudi-thiéu-nién, sao cau khong
dem cai xe Jaguar ctia bo ciu 1en dwong Palisades Parkway ma pha tan no ra hay cai gl day dai
loai thé ch? C4u lai dinh lam ca chung ta phai kho vi chuyén gitta cau va Tal, mot cap doi ac
mong, thém mot lan nita a? Va bo truwong Brown chi vi thé a? Norah, ciu biét minh sé gap mot
nguwoi kKhac, cdu biét ma?” Chi la téi da khong tin ¢6, cho téi toi nay.

Caroline gio thi lam duoc gi nao; ngt mé mét trén bang ghe sau trong cai xe tai cia ban
Nick? Toi ban khoan khong biét di dong cua c6 c6 bat khong. Toi can pha1 no6i véi co 1a Tal da
tré lai! Trudc do long toi da da boi réi ban loan, nhung gior day tdi méi chinh thitc danh thire
cai sw béi roi ban loan iy day.

“Norah a?” tay bado ké mac do Playboy Tho Con dap lai khi toi budt ra 6i khon thdt, qua la
mot sy giai vay khong nho, vi toi dau c6 cdn cuoc gia nhuw Nick. Khi cha ban 1a nguoi dirng dau
mot hang dia néi tiéng, ban s& hau nhu chdng can dé cin cwdc gia tai hau hét cac caulac bo &
Lower Manhattan.

“Toni?” tdi ndi. Co/anh 3 ay 6m cham lay t6i. Toni da thuc tap chd cha tdi ndm ngoai trong
khi dang phan van xem liéu c6/anh 3 ay c6 thue sy mudén theo dudi sw nghiép trong nganh am
nhac hay khéng; c6/anh ay ciing la nguoi da bénh vuc cho toi rat nhiéu trong cai ké hoach phu
phlem (gan thuyet phuc cha 1am mot album nhac punk dé tén vinh Spice Girls. “Van lam tiép
cai ban demo ay ch&?”



C6/anh 4y 1y ra mét dia CD budc trong cai dudi thé sau lung. “Méi xong! Ciu c6 mudn thi
khong?”

“Chéc chan roi,” toi noi, hy vong Nick sé khong chat van toi vé viéc tbi la ai, mot c6 muwoi
tam tubi mac do B&T vai flannel lai c6 thé thim dinh ban demo.

“Pi thang t&i khu danh cho VIP 4y,” Toni noi, “t& ddm bao 1a d6 udng ctia cac ciu ludn mién

phi.
“T¢ khong udng rwou dau,” tdi nhic Toni.

“0i, song mot chat di,” co/anh ay noi, nging nguly dap vao hong t6i. “Tiéu thu Pung Muc,
nghich ti mot lan trong doi di.” Tonl quay sang Nick. “Illinois? Hai mwoi ba tu6i? Lay hon!
Nhung c vui vé nhé, cac c6 cau.”

Co/anh ay phat nghich vao dwéi lung Nick mot cai khi chung téi di vao nhung Nick chang
phan ung nhw Tal, Tal s€ nhay dwng 1én khi c6 mot nir hoang dong tinh nao d6 dam cham vao
anh ta. Thay vi the Nick cu¢i va quay lai phat cho Toni mot phat Cd/anh ay dap lai bang mot
ci nging ngudy. “Té thich cau nay, Norah!” anh/c6 4y néi tiép. “Tién bo 16n day! Trirng tot.”

Nguwoc vdi, cai gl nhi? - trixng thoi, 1én men, nhitng thi thwong bi gan cho nhitng ké Tris
vt di?

Chung tdi ngdi xudng mot cai ban tw nhién vang ngudi mot cach ky diéu khi ching toi toi.
Me khi, tim t6i thyc sy da rung 1én mot thoang khi Nick kéo ghé ra cho t6i. Thoi nay con ai lam
thé&? Va tai sao cai hanh dong glan don ndy lai lam tdi trong mot thoang quén di cai viéc TOI
THUC S PANG RAT BU'C MINH va bO'TMINH THE LA HET. Téi bi lang khoi tinh trang u dot vi
Tal nh¢ cac ¢d xo hdn hit nhau theo diéu “Climb E’ vry Moutain” trén san khau va thay minh
ngoi cwoi khic khich, dot nhién hinh dung ra canh toi va Nick vui vé tay ba véi nguoi ngoai
hanh tinh. T6i nghi minh d3 hoi nhoén miéng cuoi voi mot cam giac khong-lanh-cam truyén
sult nguoi. Trong anh den neon nhap nhoe, toi cubi cung ciing thurc sy co co hoi de tan du*crng
Nick. T6i ngwdng mo cdi 4o jacket vintage ki€u nhan vién tram xang véi cai tén “Salvatore”
théu duoi logo Texaco, va toi phai tha that rang minh rat muén luon tay vao m¢ toc roi bu xu
cua cau. Cau duong nht ludn gitr dwgc mot nu cwdi nira miéng day vé mia mai nhwng van ngot
ngao trén gwong mat, du van chwa hét vang vat sau con say Tris.

Nick vay tay cAm on Toni dang dirng chd ctra ra vao. Cau noi, “Ban cau kiém cho ching ta
chd t6t thatphai thi nhan la gitra co ban say kKhuot cua cdu va cau ban trai cti dam si nhuc
chiéc Yugo, that hanh phuc khi thay cau cling c6 vai nguoi ban tlr té.” Cau nhay mat vdi toi va
to6i chdng hiéu sao cai kiéu cuoi ay lai khong bién di ludén vi t6i biét néu chung toi di hét cai
dém/sang - bat ctr cai gl chung toi dang trai qua day, rot cudc todi sé ndi véi ciu tat ca vé Tris
va nu cudi d6 sé bién mat, ma toi thi chdng mudn dinh liu téi viéc giét chét né chit ndo.

T6i chang no ciu loi giai thich nao hay bt ci cai gi dai loai thé nhung tdi van _phai ndj,
“Toi rat lay lam tiéc vi chuyén cta Tal.” Thuc ra tdi chi [y lam tlec vl nhiing gi t6i noi ve Tris,
nhung toi khong thé tim dwoc ly do nao dé néi 1o xin 16i d6 ra ca. Chua tim dworc.

Nick noi voi em tho con phuc vy cocktail dang tién t&i ban ching toi la mang chung toi it
d6 uong vai may cai 0 trang tri, chung toi khong quan tam ching la loai gl, ching toi toi ti
Jersey, kiéu gi thi chiing tdi cling chang phan biét dwoc dau ma. Cau néi chi can bdo dam khéng



con 1a duoc.

Ro6i cdu quay sang roi noéi, “T6i khong udng rwgu. Toi kha la ding mwce day. Téi hy vong ciu
s& khong phién.”

To6i chi “hoi” dung muc chit théi. T6i mudn néi la, tdi khong ruou bia hay hut hit, nhung
cting khong qua khich nhlr may nguoi dung muec dén mirc chang ca an thit lan lam chuyén ay.
Pung muc kiéu t6i kha giong véi kiéu toi theo dao Do Thai: vitng chic, nhung cé cai cach doi
chut.

T6i mubn tra loi Nick rang, “Toi chang phlen dau. Qué tuyét dy chi.” Nhung hinh nhw t6i
chilam dwoc vai cai gat v/ khong ngé ngan vi soc thi phai.

0i! Tris hen ho v&i mot cau song ding muc, va biét noi ca tw vui long? Sao cau co thé chiu
dwoc c6 ta ma khong tré nén say xin hay nghlen ngap, nhuw ddm con lai nhi? Téi ching biét nén
ngwdong mo hay thwong hai Nick vi cau dung murc, nhung toi thay hoi bat . ngo. Toi dang hen ho
voi mot chang trai tét, mot nguoi co thé thodi mai vui choi ma khong cin sa doa? Vii tru that
13m diéu ky diéu. Poi loi cdm kich giri t&i Tris.

“C6 muon ké t6éi nghe vé chuyén dé khong?” Nick héi khi em thé con da chay di.
“Vé chuyén gi co?”
“Vé Nguoi cti ay?”

bay 1a chuyén nguoi ta hay noi khi di hen ho a? Ban hon trudc khi ban kip nhin mat nguoi
ta, roi noi ve chuyén tai sao chuyén tinh trudc cua ban lai d6 v&? Toi cha biét phai lam gl. Cau
con trai duy nhat t6i tirng hen ho la Tal, va cai y tuong hen ho tuyét voi cla anh ta 1a ngoi xem
Schindler’s List trong phong ky tiic clia anh ta & treong Columbia. Ngoai chuyén ngau nhiém
voi Bick day, toi chua thwe s hon ai ngoai Tal, trir phi ban tinh cua Becca Weiner ¢ trai mua
hé khi t&6i mwoi ba tudi, lan do khong tinh. Toi chang c6 y niém gi vé cai tro “hen ho” nay ca. C6
1é day chinh la ly do sao t6i ctt lanh nhw bom.

Toi thuc sy khong mudn noi vé Tal. Toi muon quén di cai y tuong rang minh c6 luc da
mudn quay vé v&i anh ta. T6i mudn quén di cai viéc toi da ném ca twong lai cua minh di va glcy
toi phai doi mat véi mot ké hoach hoan toan maéi. Thé 1a tdi ndi véi Nick, “Toi biét 1ai xe day.”
Vi toi biét Tris khong biét 14i xe.

“Thé cdu mudn ndi la ciu co thé 1i Jessie va Jersey toi nay, néu no lai c6 thé khéi dong?”
“Jessie la ai?”
“Xe Yugo cua t6i.”

“Cau dat tén cho xe Yugo a? Dung c6 ndi vdi toi rang ciu 1a mot trong nhitng ga dén cai 4y
clia minh ciing dit tén cho day nhé.”

“That dang t1ec t6i van chwa tim ra cai tén hop nhit cho cai dy cua toi, nen gio no6 dang &
ngay trong thé gioi khong tén phia dwéi day.” Nick liéc xuong roi lai nhin t6i. “Nhwng néu cau



nghi ra mot cai tén hay nao thi nh& cho t6i biét nhé. Ching t6i thich cai gi dé nghe la mot ti,
nhu Jullio chang han.”

Bang gia cling c6 thé tan chay, ding khong?

Nick no6i thém, “Dev muén dit tén cho ban nhac cda ching t6i la Pau Chim. Ciu nghi thé
nao?”

“Xin 101, gi¢r toi chi nghl téi cai tén Cat Xéo thoi. DE nhé dé nghe. Miy ¢6 ban hang & Wal-
Mart s& rét thich né day.”

Cudc tro chuyén cua ching toi bi gian doan boi mot tro moi trén sén khau. Hai trong sé
nhlrng c6 chi két nghia 1a Toni dang lam mot man nong bong trén san khiu theo nhac bai
“Edelweiss” [21] khién nhitng nguoi biu dién dong vai nit tu truede do trong cir nhu 1a... wm, nit
tu that. Nick dirng day va chia tay ra cho t6i. T6i chang biét cAu muodn gi nhung, Khi that toi c
nam 14y tay cau, va cau 16i téi ditng day roi diu téi vao mot diéu slow va chung toi nh dang
séng trong mo voi cau la Christopher Plummer con toi 1a ]ulle Andrews va chung t6i dang
khiéu vii trén san cam thach trong mot khu vuon kiéu Ao. Thé ndo doé dau toi lai twa sat va 4o
phong cta Nick va trong gidy phut 3 ay t6i quén ludn thoi gian, quén ludén Tal vi 6 18 doi toi van
chwa két thic. C6 1& n6 chi méi bat dau.

T6i run 1én trudc y nght do, that thé Nick cdi 4o  jacket ra quang lén vai t6i. Toi cam thay
that an toan va chang con chut lanh 1€, cai ao khoac 4y da lam toi cam thay kha turtin rang ban
dau Texaco Salvatore cling 1a mot nguoi dan 6ng tot trong gia dinh, co I€ cling c6 théi quen xau
nhu thich mic d6 16t clia vo hoic Idy tién déng hoc phi clia cac con ra bai bac, nhung nhin
chung van la nguoi ti té.

T6i tinh khoi gidc mong khiéu vi truoc t1eng v0 tay cta khan gia khi budi trinh dién ket
thic ma Nick van twa sat vao toi du nhac da tat. Nick/ Salvatore/ Christopher Plummer/ cau
ban nhay dang yéu khong thé ton tai trong thé gi¢i thuwe dwoc. Khong thé. Tot hon la dirng cai
gidc mo nay lai trudre khi né bién thanh 4c mong.

“Sao cau lai tir té thé nhi?” t6i hdi, day Nick ra. Toi chang quan tam dén nét mat swng s6t
cua cau. Thang roi, Norah. Téi da giét chét nu cwdi ciia cAu ma chang cin ndi véi ciu vé Tris.
“T6i phai di vé sinh.”

T6i chay bién di, veé phia nha vé sinh. Vai ngudi dang ding doi trwdc ctra chi can Toni biing
tay mot cai la tat ca bién hét.

Thuc ra toi chang can di vé sinh. T6i can nght. T6i can ngu. T6i can Caroline tinh tao dé toi
c6 thé néi chuyén véi co. Sang hom nay, doi téi méi twoi sang lam sao. T ch01 truong Brown,
xong. Vao thanh ph6 dé xem ban nhac Caroline thich thay vi phai chiu tran ca tdi cung b6 me
tlep bon hip-hop trong nha, xong. Pém nay I€ ra phai két thic nhw moi dém véi Caroline - nhin
cd vui vé véi mot ga nao do roi dua c6 vé nha an toan. Xong. Toi khong phai loai con gai tinh
co gap mot cau dém nao d6 va tw thay ddi doi minh theo ciu ta. Téi mac 4o flannel c6 thit
lung. Toi khong c6 cai dang dat trai nhu Tris hay Caroline. Thinh thoang ba ngay to6i moi goi
dau mot lan va thinh thodng t6i con khong dung chi nha khoa. Cai ciu Nick nay lam gi & day
véi toi chi?

Toi buéc vao trong nha vé sinh khi ngwoi chiém choé trwdc da di khoi. Toi lau bé toa 1ét



bang mot miéng gidy vé sinh roéi ngobi 1én. Mot loat graffiti dwoc vé 1én trén birc twong canh
day.

Miéng Jimmy rdt dinh. Pwa ban Lén Moi Dinh Nuii that. (C6 hinh minh hoa.)
Hanh phiic chang cé ich gi hon la gitip bdt hnh dé xdy ra. - Proust.
Béo o'i, em la ngwoi ddc biét ctia anh. - Morrissey.

Anh muén nd thé nay. - Backstreet Boys. (Cling c6 hinh minh hoa, trong tuc hon tranh vé
Jimmy nhiéu, ki thuit vé cling xin hon).

Claire, gdp anh & Rivington trwéc cira hang keo sau budi dién. Em mang Pez nhé. Em biét roi
ddy.

Xit xit — ngoi trong va bdn khodn khi ndo thi cdi dém pay méi két thiic? Tra loi: KHONG KHI
NAO HET. Where’s Fluffy, budi dién khéng bdo truéc, TOI NAY, sau budi thdm sdt von Trapp,
trwdec liic binh minh. Khong dén dwoc doé khéng thanh sanh diéu, ayyy...

Chang c6t moOc ngay thang nao dwgc viét trén tuwong nhung net chir viét bang but da den
thi kha maoi. T6i ban khoan khong biét ai la nguoi dau tién quyét dinh goi nha vé sinh 1a “toa
16t”? Liéu budi dién néi & day co phai bu01 dién t6i nay Khong? Pon gian toi cuc ky ton sung
nhém Where’ s Fluffy. Ho tu ché6i dé nghi cua bo toi ma ky hop dong voi hang dNa doc lap cua
Bac Lou. Ho c6 thé khién t6i nhay nhot ca dém, Ho c6 thé lam t6i quén viéc réi muon bo l1én
giwong va tron dudi nhiing 16p chan, quén di rang toi chi dang lang phi tudi xuan véi Tal, va
rang toi dang hen ho voi mot chang trai tot va toi da phat cho ciu ta nhirng tin hiéu kho hiéu
hon cad mdt ké thiéu niang doc viét dung tin hiéu Morse.

T6i c6 dam chwong mdt minh ra voi Nick & chd cai ban 4y khong, noi voi cau vé Where’s
Fluffy? Toi b1et ciu rat ham mo ho. T6i di liéc thdy trong chd may bai tuyén tip ciu ay ghi cho
Tris c6 bai cua Where’s Fluffy. “Take Me Back, Bitch” [22]. Chua o1, cau lam cho Tris list bai hat
that tuyét voi. Tal lam cho toan may cai dong Dylan va Yma Sumac. Nick cé thé phdi Cesaria
Evora téi Wilco réi Ani, theo sau b&i Rancid, két thic bang Patsy Cline hoa vao Fugazi. Du luc
nao do, neu cai thtr vira xay ra dém nay giira chung toi tién trién dwoc thém, toi sé phai lén 16p
cho Nick vi di qua vung ve khi dung nhirng bai hat cta Patti Smith va Velver Underground de
lam list nhac that tinh. Cuc ky ghet ho. Patti Smith la mot dia chi gioi khoe dang, con Lou Reed
chi la mot ga tAm thudng dén tan cai ay.

CAI AY! C6 phai toi thwe sy da hoi Nick 12 liéu ciu cé dit tén cho cai dy ciia minh khong?
C6 1& Tal noi ding - toi 1€ ra nén biét on anh ta hon, vi Tal ra thi chang c6 ai chiu ndi t6i ca.

Caroline c6 1€ dang bat tinh trong mot cai xe tai la hoac ndo do ngay lic nay, nhung roi biét
cO s€ noi ludn vai toi bay gio la: “Tal KHONG dutng. Va tré la1 ngoai kia va lam moi thi tot dep
hon nao. Ciu cé thé lam dwoc. Co ngoc, di ra khdi day ngay.”

T6i nhat cai bt Sharpie mau den treo lung lang trén mot sgi diy gan vao gwong va nguéch
ngoac may chit tiép vao cai hang dai dic trén tuong kia:



The Cure. Phwong thudc chira lanh. Cho chuyén véi Bé cii? Téi xin 10i, Nick. Cdu biét ddy. Cdu
hén toi lan nita dwoc khong?

To6i ditng bén bon rira vay it nwéc 1én mdt va hit that sau. Pa dén lic quay lai ngoai kia va
stta chira moi thi. T6i ma&i clrng. To6i c6 thé thay doi. Khong phai vi Tal. Ma vi t6i.



7. Nick

To61 dang lam moi thi rat chuan roi. Va toi cling dang nhan dwoc nhitng phan tng cuc ky
chudn xac. Vé&i téi nhwr thé gan nhw mot didu ky diéu.

Toi cuc ky cam thay khong thoai mai khi ¢ trong khu danh cho VIP. T6i hoi bi nit tu bén
trai mé hodc mot chut, cai nguoi dang vira choi ghi ta bai "Edelweiss” vira nghich do 16t 3 ay. T6i
so cai 16i Norah nhin tdi nhu thé tdi cling c6 mot co hoi. Nhung thé nao dé toi cliing c6 budcra
khoi ghé va kéo co ra khoi ghé theo. Tdi biét dich xac tay minh phai dit & dau va 6m cb thé nao
va ching t6i da khéa vao nhau dwoc mot thoang, diéu do, that khac thwong, dich thuc 1a mot
diéu ding din nén lam vao cai thoi khic ay.

Toi khong quen véi viéc nay.

T6i tham chi con khong nhdn ra nhac da dirng, t6i qua chu tam vao tiéng nhac ctia chinh
toi. Nhlrng roi cai dia bi xuwéec, D] lo phan nhac lac dau qudy quay, khoanh khac 4y tan v, ddng
chuyén thanh sai, Norah ddy toi ra va ban cai tir tir té vé phia toi roi chay bién.

T6i cling khdng quen v&i viéc nay, nhung téi da hy vong moi thir tot dep hon.

T6i ditng nhin c6 di mAat. Tony/ Toni/ Toné cu xtt y nhw b6/ me d& dau cho c6 viy vay mot
cai khir mui Playboy Tho Con trong khong khi dé tach cai dam dong dang bu lay WC N (doi
dién WC nam, cai phong ma tréng nét mat tirc tdi clia dam nguoi dang x€p hang thi c6 vé nhu
dang bi mot ddi nao do chiém dong.) Man trinh dién trén san khau gio da dén doan cac ni tu
pha bé hét - gioi luat dé diéu hanh, vdi nhitng canh hoa ma téi chi c6 thé twdng twong ra la canh
nhung tuyét. Toi cé thé thiy trén hang ghé truweérc mot ga say cd ddc dang hau hau nhin.

Chuyén nay 1€ ra phai giup t6i giai tri, nhung tam trf tdi ctr quay vé mot sw thit don gian
ma rat dang so:

T6i bat dau thich Norah roi.

Toi thich cach c6 1am ban véi may nguoi mac bo Playboy Tho Con. T6i thich viéc co biét lai
xe. TOi thich viéc toi clr muodn c6 dwoc ca ny cuoi lin tleng cwoi cua 6. Toi thich cach c6 hon
toi. Toi thich cai 16i co duwong nhw ludén co thé vuot qua qua khtr. T6i co thé hoc c6 diéu dod. Toi
thich viéc t6i c6 thé ném moi cau néi vé phia c6 ma khong phai ban khoan rang né qua ngdé
ngan.

Toi c6 thé dé dang bat dau cam tha bi &m anh (hodc it nhat la cang thang) vi diéu nay,
nhung that may mdn la mot nguon giai tr1 khac 'da nhanh chong dén bén ban to6i. B6 1a Tony/
Toni/ Tone gio mac nhwe moét linh muc. Téi mudén nédi 13, anh ta an mac nhe mét ngwdi phu ni
mac quan 4o linh muc.

“Muwoi phit niva toi sé 1én sdn khau,” ¢ ta néi, gidi thich ly do thay trang phuc.



“Norah van dang trong 4y a?”
“CO 4y la siéu nhan bam tru nha cau.”

“Tuyét voi! Gio chi em ta c6 thé tan gau dwoc roi.” Co cti dau chao toi, san sang lang nghe,
nhwng con sin sang héi hon. “Hai cu 1a mot cdp nhw thé nay duoc bao l1au r6i?”

T6i nhin vao dong ho. “Dwoc khodng mét tiéng, tinh ca thoi gian di chuyén.”
Tony/ Toni/ Toné huyt gi6 tan thwdng. “Lau gdp bon lan cidc moi quan hé cda toi roi.”

“O tui nay khéng c6 y 1ap thém mot ky luc thé giéi ndo dau,” toi ngac nhién khi thiy minh
noi thé.

“Khong!” Tony/ Toni/ Toné thot 1én. “T6i thiy hai ngwdi 6m nhau. Cau dung 1a mot
Johnny Castle thuc thu.

Toi chang biét Johnny Castle 1a ai nhuwng hoan toan thich cai tén Ay.

Tony/ Toni/ Toné ap 1ong ban tay vao nhau va nhin toi véi sy than thién ban be thuan tuy.
“Cau c6 mudn noi vé chuyén dé khong?”

“Cé. Khong. Toi khong biét.”
“Lan cubi ciu to tinh cach day bao lau r6i?”
T6i nhin thang vao mat anh/ ¢ ta va tra 1oi.

“Ba tuan, hai ngay va hai mwoi tu ti€ng dong ho - khon kiép. Ba tudn ba ngay trudc, toi
doan thé.”

“Va céi loi to tinh 4y thé nao?”

“Anh yéu em.”

“Nghiém tic qua nhi. N6 dwoc phdn &ng lai thé nao?”

“Loi thé gitt im ldng. Va trinh tiét, cho t&i khi anh chang tiép theo xuit hién.”
“Thé gio ciu mudn thi nhin diéu gi?”

Toi chang biét tai sao toi lai ndi may 1 nay, trir viéc n6é hoan toan 1a sw that.

“T6i mudn thd nhan 1a gidr t6i khong biét minh da sdn sang cho viéc nay chua nira.”



“wu

Viéc nay” la viéc gi?”

Ct m¢& long ra. Pau dén cling dwoc. Thich. Khéng dwoc thich lai. Nhin tia sang 16e 1én. Nhin
tia sdng vut mat di. Nhay. Roi. Tan tanh.

“Norah. T6i khéng biét minh di san sang d€ dén v&i Norah chwa.”
Tony/ Toni/ Toné mim cwdi, rang cd trang ddong mau v&i ¢6 4o ludn.
“Chang c6 gi 1a san sang hay khong c3,” c6 ndi. “Chi c6 san long hay khong thoi.”

C6 nhoai ngudi ra va dat tay minh lén tay t6i. C6 khong dinh danh téi - c6 chi dinh dwa mot
cai gi do.

“Toi da c6 moi bang cd tdi cAn,” cd nodi. “Bang cé ludn 14n trong nhitng diéu nhay.”
C6 quay khai t6i trong mot gidy, toi nhin theo va thady Norah hién ra tir WC N1
Tony/ Toni/ Toneé dirng lén.

“Thém mot diéu nita dwgc khong?” t6i héi co.

Co nhuwdéng may.

“Cha cia Norah la ai?”

Long may xéch cao hon, 1am n6é dung dirng 1én so véi mat co.

“Cau thuc sy khong biét a?” c6 hai.

Toi lac dau.

“Diéu dé,” c6 nobi, “that tuyét voi.”

Norah khéng hé nhin Ve phia ban - khong nhin vé phia t6i, téi doan the C6 khong thay
Tony/ Toni/ Toné 14n voi vé phia sau sin khiu. C6 khong thay téi dang doi co.

Toi quyet dinh kiém tra vi, d€ chac chan rang toi c6 du tién tra cho may ly cocktail cua
ching toi (sy hoan hdo clia chung chi bi lam hong vi may cai 6). Nhung di nhién khi c6 quay lai
ban, trong ctt nhu la t6i dang khon kho nghl cach tra tién vay. T6i nhét voi cai vi vao tdi qudn,
moi tdi nd bi mac vao may cai day xich va dong xu c6 hinh Washlngton _vang toe ra san. Toi
nhat hét chung l1én trwdc khi ¢6 ngoi Xuong, viéc nay cang gi toi tut xudng trén thang diém
cham do6 vung vé. Pic biét 1a khi bay gior téi da nhé ra 1a ching tdi dwoc moi, nén 18 ra ngay tir



dau t6i khong phai lay vi ra lam gi.
Co6 gitr da c6 vé tram hon.

“Cau trong tinh roi day, tdi ndi véi c6. Roi khong thé dung duwoc, toi noi thém, “Moi thir 6 on
ca cht? C6 phai toi da néi gi khong phai khong? Hay 1a tai 4n twong Johnny Castle ctia tdi van
chwa dua t6t?”

Mat c6 14p lanh khi nghe thiy Johnny Castle.
Cam on Tony/ Toni/ Toné.

“nay,” c6 noi, gio ly Tina Colada 1én. “T6i ng cau mot 161 gidi thich. To6i biét c6 1é cau nghi
t6i 1a mot con dién nao do tr mot hanh tinh Tam Than Phan Liét dén, nhung t6i thuc long
khong muon lam cau roi tri. Toi ch1 dang lam roi tri chinh minh va hinh nhu dang 16i cau theo
thoi. Toi nghi cau rat tét véi toi va diéu dé lam toi s¢ mudn chét. Vi khi d6i dién véi mot thang
ngu hay mot tén khon thi moi chuyén sé dé giai quyet hon vi ta biét dich xac minh dang dirng
& dau. Khi iy thi chac chin khong tin tu'o'ng tir diu, nén cling khong can phal hoang So néu nhw
c6 khi minh phai tin anh ta. Ngay lic nay t6i dang nghi vé muwoi chuyén mot lic, va it nhit bén
trong s0 do co lién quan den cau. Néu gio cdu mudn roi khoi day, 1ai xe vé nha, quén tén toi va
quén toi trong nhuw thé& nao, toi sé chang may may trach cau. Nhung diéu t6i mudn noéi la néu
cau lam thé thi t6i sé rat tiéc. Va khong chi tiéc theo cai kleu toi-xin-10i-tdi-rat- lay lam-tiéc-
dau, ma tlec theo cai kiéu mot chuyén nao d6 lai khong xay ra theo cach n6 nén xay ra. Thé
ddy. Gio cau c6 thé di. Hodc chung ta c6 thé & lai chor xem Where’s Flutty khi tiét muc ctia Toni
két thiic. Toi nghi dém nay ho sé& trinh dién mot tiét muc rat bat ngo.’

R6i, cudi cung co cling udng mot hop.

bung hon la wc mot ngum.

T6i hit m6t hoi that sau, va noi:

“Ao khodc cda toi hop véi cau nhi.”

Co dit ly xudng. Nhin t6i cham cham. Va t6i nghi, Tét thi. Minh la mot thang dé.
Ké thé di.

“Khong,” toi néi tiép. “Thuc sw day Va néu toi di, c6 1é cau s€ phai tra ao lai cho t6i. Va néu
cau lam the toi sé khong the madc no lai duogc nita, vi suot ca buoi toi da thay no hop voi cau
dén thé nao roi. Hop du tay do c6 dai mot cach di hom va c6 4o c6 lung nhung va du t6i biét ¢
the tay nao do tén Salvatore sé dén chinh cai cau lac bd nay trong vong hai phut nira ma naij,

“Nay, day la 4o jacket cta tao”, ndi vai cau linh tinh roi kéo cdu di khoi toi - du tat ca nhwng
chuyén nay 1a that hay chi co thé 14 that chang nira, t6i don gian la khong thé lam hong hinh
anh cau ngoi do doi dién véi toi va mic 4o jacket cua toi dep hon toi hay bat cir ai khac. Néu toi
khong phal dua né cho cau ma ciing chdng giit lai n6 cho minh, it nhat tdi ciing phai tra lai cho
Salvatore.”



Roi day. T6i d ndi hét nhitng diéu t6i mudén ndi ma khong cin phai thiat sw dung dén cai
cum tw lam on & lai di.

“Nang ly cda cau lén nao,” Norah bao t6i.
Toi lam theo.

CO cung ly vai toi.

“Cung nao,” c6 noi.

“Chuc mwng,” t6i dap lai.

“Chiic may mdn.”

“Chic ciu budi sang tot lanh.”

“Chiic moi sy tét dep.”

“Cau moi néo dwong déu chao dén ciu.”

. va chung t6i c thé mai cho tédi khi Tony/ Toni/ Toné xudt hién trén sin khiu dé gam gur
bai “Do Re Mi” theo kiéu thd tuc nhat ma Manhattan tirng dwoc nghe.

Thinh thodng moi ngwoi lai nhin ching toi. Toi doan mot s6 biét Norah, hay it nhit cling
biét c6 1a ai. T6i thi ]a mot bi an. Hay cd 1€ t6i cha la ai ca. Toi khong quan tam. Néu toi chi la
Thang Pi Cling V&i Norah, thé di tuyét 13m roi. Ngay lic nay, d6 1a moi thir t6i mong mudn.

Tat ca nhitng thi khac dinh nghia t6i, chiing qua phirc tap. Toi c6 thé cdm thiy chung dang
nam doi, ban tinh ké hoach quay vé.



8. Norah

“Vay gia st ching ta dang & nha nghi s6 6 bén kia dwong ham Lincoln va dang tay ba véi
ngwoi ngoai hanh tinh. Ai s€ trén va ai sé dwoi day?”

Cau hoi nay thyc sy da thoat khoi miéng t6i. Co 1€ khong phai téi 1a nguoilanh lung - mala
mot khi toi da quyét dinh rang minh thich mét cau ban nao do, toi sé tro thanh mdt con ngo vi
dai, khong thich hop cho bat ky sw hién dién nao noi cong cong. Toi woc gio Caroline c6 thé &
day, tron sau mot géc nao dé nhac bai cho tdi, tir nhitng cau trong kich thé ky mudi chin cho
t&i thoai kiéu phlm tinh cdm cudi thap nién tam muoi. Du nhitng 101 Caroline goi y sé rat dé
dang tha toi thang vao phong tam, quy xudéng dit ma khong phai dé cau nguyeén. Vé co ban thi
viéc do ciing khong co gl dang phan nan, nhung gio thi téi dang c6 hoa  nhip cung thoi gian, de
ham nong minh 1én cho bang nhiét d6 phong véi mot ciu trai thi téi can nhiéu hon thé, nhiéu
hon mttc Caroline thwong can.

Nick tra 101, “Dé ot. Nguwoi ngoai hanh tinh khong chiu nodi canh nong nén da phai chuén ra
ngoai t&i may ban tw dong cua nha nghi dé mua may goéi keo Reese’s Pieces, hy vong khong
dinh vao vu 16n xén ndo ngoai dé. T6i mudn ndi, that tinh, Norah a, nha nghl sO 6 tan cho
duong ham 47 Viéc ‘pha trinh mét nguoi ngoai hanh tinh chang 1& khong dang dwoc dién ra tai
Radisson hay it nhat 1a Paramus sao?”

Tiét muc trén sin khiu da két thidc va cac c6 xo dang chuyén canh san khau dé chuan bi
cho tiét muc tiép theo. Chung tdi may khung khiép, vi tiét ‘muc khong thong bao trudc cua
nhém Where’s Fluffy gan nhw chic chan sé dién ra sau khi san khau dwoc dan dung lai - rong
hon, dung rao chan day du, san sang cho ngay tin thé gdy ra boi dam dong khan gid mac do
day, day xich lang lang, xdm minh, khuyén Io ché dang un un kéo vao. Cho nay bit buot phal
dong cuira vao lic ba gio sang mat thoi, vi cd ddm mé Rock loai khing khlep dang do6 x6 vao,
dwoc tiép strc sau mot dém quay tung blrng khap cac cau lac bo punk, san sang lam tran chun
két tai day. Theo moi logic, gior nay 1€ ra t6i phai ¢ nha roi, ngoi trén givong minh va bat du
moi kénh trong bong toi trong lic Caroline ngay trong con say trén cai givong canh toi. To6i
nhan ra vai nguwoi ¢ cau lac bo cua Lou Dién khi ndy, va toi b1et tat ca chung to6i déu di theo
cung mot con dwong toi day trong cho ban nhac tuyét voi nay, cai dém tuyét voi dang nho
nay. Tham chi ca Lou Dién ciing dén, toi thay bac 4 day dirng noi chuyén voi Toni cho quay bar.
T6i chi c6 thé ciu troi rang quyén 1u'c toi thuong cua Toni sé giup chdn khong cho Tal vao néu
anh ta theo chan Lou dén day dém nay, hoac rdng Tal sé bi say may bay qua ma khong du strc
choi dém Manhattan té&i bén.

Hay co 1€ khong can thiét phai cau troi, khoang khac ro rang nay cua toi la co that va Tal
cling chang phai hiém hoa gi vi toi dang mac chiéc 4o khoac c6 chit Salvatore va toi dang chim
trong dém nay voi cau Nick nay va toi dang thinh thodng thuc sw nghi téi hinh anh khong lanh
manh vé cau ta. Tuy Tal van chua bi roi vao goc xa nhit trong tiém thirc cia tbi - téi van co6 thé
cam thay cay dang khi anh ta & gan du van dang thuong thirc vi ngot cua ly Tina Colada day -
nhung toi dang & day, lic nay, t6i chang mudn dén noi nao khac nira hét, chi 1a Nick di dau mat
roi?

Cau noi voi toi la téi mac jacket cua cau dep hon chinh cau ay hay bat ctr ai khac. Thé tai
sao cdu khong lam thém moét man Johnny Castle nita vo1i toi thay vi ngoi doi dién toi va cw xtt
qua doi binh thwdng, déi ltc con hoi lo dang? It nhat ciu ciing c6 thé lich sw 1én nhin nguc toi



mot chut chit, hodc neu khong lam gi khag, thi it ra cling phai gia vo rang ciu mudn hiéu thém
vé t6i nhw t6i dd mudn hiéu thém vé ciu chtr. T4t ca moi thit. BAY GIO.

Néu Caroline gir dang & day, co sé lai giang cho toi bai Kién nhan, chau chiu a. Nhung c6
khong ¢ day va toi bi b6 mdc mot minh véi noi ban khoan: Viéc nay phai lam thé nao; c6 hleu
mot cau ban moi ma khong qua 16 ra rang minh dang tuyét vong muén thu hut su chu y cua
ciu ta?

Viéc cau lac bd chuyén tlr day sang chat ctng ciing giup ich doéi chut, vi sw s6i dong va
tiéng On giup lam ch1m di cai thw chang may chdc sé thanh con tau chim gitra Nick va toi; su
guong gao xd giao cua toi va cudc noi chuyén qua-guong-ép nay. Toi quay lai tir nha vé sinh va
ching t6i dung do udng khong con va lach cach cung ly voi nhau, nhuwng dwong nhuw toi da
pham phai mét sai lam cuc ky khung khlep T6i co tim hiéu cau (khong phai ban cling dang lam
thé sao?), c§ dao sau thém mot chut, va tdi dang bi hiit chut xudng cai xody nwéc ctia Budi Hen
DPau Tién Ky Cuc.

“Vay, cau song ¢ dau?” toi hoi cau, du toi biét qua ro. Chi dé cé cé ndi gi dé théi. Va vi
chuyén vé nguoi ngoai hanh tinh da nhat, con Cau gia nhap ban nhac dwgc bao 1au? Va Cac cau
thure sw mudn choi nghiém tac hay chi muén quay chut thoi? Chi dem lai cho t6i nhing cau tra
1&i kiéu Tl thué binh minh cta dat troi va Khong, chung t6i moi chi tap cung nhau t ho6i nam
nhat, danh moi dong d6 kiém dwoc dé chu cip cho cai ban nhac nay, nhung khong, thyc ra
chung to6i khong qua nghiém tiic dau T6i cuwc ky thich n6i mia mai nhung thinh thoadng viéc
nay kha chan, dac biét la khi da gan sang va toi cr nghi ching toi cudi cung da téi duoc diém
nao do thé ma héa ra citr nhu toi sdp ngu gat dén noi. Trudc day chi mot 1at thoi Nick con rat
vui vé bén tdi, nhung git khi khong con man trinh d1en nao giup phan tan chuy, dong thoi ca
hai déu thtra nhan (day la toi nght thé&) vé mot... cai gi dd, c6 vé nhw con lic dong diéu giita
ching toi lai di dwa léch huong day nguy hiém, va toi khong biét liéu d6 c6 phai la dog c6 gi thay
doi khong hay toi lai néi diéu gl do ngu ngoc (do ‘ngoai hanh tinh khon kiép - ta GHET nguoi!).
hay vi t6i da ca gan ddm bay qua gan mat troi véi cai wée vong dwoc tan chdy ctia minh.

“Toi song & Hoboken,” Nick ling bung, va toi nh¢ lai minh da nghen ti voi cai ban mix toan
cac ca khuc clia Sinatam cho Tris nhiéu dén ndi tdi khong cho c6 ta chép bai hdm kiém tra mén
tiéng La tinh.

“Dinh 1én dai hoc cht?” to6i hodi cau.
“Van chua tinh dén.”
Gach chan. Khdn kiép. Cung twdng roi.

Day la 1y do tai sao tdi dang can nhac cdi viéc c6 nén phd bo 1oi thé song ding mwc khong.
Bia chic chan sé& giup ich trong nhitng trwong hop kiéu thé ndy. Ma ding nao bia ciing ching
lam chuyén té hon duoc nira.

Man dit nhirng cau hoi can ban khong co tac dung & day, thé la toi lay cam hirng tir nhitng
thirc thé than thanh da biéu dién trén san khiu ngay hom nay. T6i ngdm cau hoi tiép theo, theo
dung kiéu bat chwdc Julie Andrews gid giong nhac kich: “C6 mu6n ké vai thi ciu thich khong7"

Nu cuoi nira miéng ¢ cua cau lai trwon tré lai. “Kem hiéu Ben&Jerry’s Chubbly Hubbly, clra
kinh nhiéu mau kiéu cd & nhitng ngdi nha khu Weehawken, cai Ipod ctda toi. Mot budi mat-xa



dau néng & Reba McIntyre.”
T6i chét day.

D] Iron c6 y dinh quay dia “Heaven Knows I'm Miserable Now” (Thién buong Biét Gior T6i
Pang Rat Tham Hai) ctia The Smiths tir truérc dé xoa diu dam dong trong lic dan dung lai san
khau, hay dé chi la ngau nhién?

T6i da 16 cai gi nhi? Cai gi da thay doi nhi?
T6i liéu cui cubi cung. Vé véi me di, Nick. C6 thé lam dwoc ma.
“Lan cudi cung ciu thiy thuwc sw hanh phic?” t6i hoi ciu.

“M6t lic nao d6 trwdrc day ba tuan va ba ngay...”

Khong khi nong dan Ién do ddm doéng cit cang lic cang d6 xo6 vao, toi thdy ciu nhin canh
ctra va nhan ra ciu s¢ Tris sé xudt hién. Co thé thé 1am ch. Mot nhém nhac ngam chuan bi
biéu dién tiét muc doc bi mat vao ngay nira dém, chic chin sé c6 mot nghé si kha néi tiéng
chudn bi I&én san kh4u dé tim vai nhém nhac Tris thich.

T6i cdm thay thuong cho Nick. Cau van chwa biét minh hoan toan co thé 6n ma khong cin
cO ta. Mot phan trong t6i ban khoan khong b1et liéu co nén lan khan gi ¢ day nita khong. Phin
khac lai mudn gao 1én véi ciu: ciu thiy cai gi & co ta cht? Sao ciu lai ctr phi doi véi c6 ta chir?

MOoi toi toi da biét ciu trd loi cho nhiing cau do vui vé Tris nay roi. Néu toi c6 thé ngam bo
hon di dé nhin qua nhirng sy that qua hién nhién - téc vang, chan dai, vay ngan bo sat - toi
biét 1a c6 mot Tris khac, c6 gai c6 thé giup mot cu con trai c6 chut thoi gian vui vé ma khong
c6 man say ngat nguong kieu Caroline, lam cau ta cam thay minh ciing c6 gia trj va cling that
dic biét cho téi khi sw quan tAm cda cd ta rung ring di, cd gai sang nam sé nhap hoc tai Hoc
vién thoi trang FIT, c6 gai sé€ luén ung ho cau ta ma khéng doi hoi giai thich.

Trong khi Nick chwa biét néi gl va van dang gitr anh nhin trong rong do, toi nhd lai vu
trong phong tam hoi trung hoc co s&, sau khi toi vira lam L hong bai thi mon Sinh. T6i dang lau
tay bang giay vé sinh thi Tris 1én t&i phla sau va giat to glay khoi tay toi. “Cau c6 nhan rala cau
lau tay duoc ba phut roi khong? Cau lam xwoc tay roi day. On khong Vay7 Va thé 1a toi budt ra:
“Minh bj tré.” Chuyen nay toi da ké véi Caroline nhung khi 4y ¢6 chi néi. “Cau bi hoang tuong,”
con Tal thi bao, “Ding cd quyet dinh cai gi ma khéng hoi y anh.” Chi c6 Tris 1a ngudi da gidt lay
tay to6i va néi, “Binh tinh ndo.” Tris 1a ngudi biét cai xe buyt cong cong trur Jersey co thé dua
ching t6i toi hleu thudc CVS chir khong phai vao thanh pho 1a nguoi ding ngoai nha vé sinh ¢
quan Starbucks dei toi trong khi toi thw thai. Tris la nguoi dap vao nguc t6i sau do va noi,

“Lan sau nhé cin than day, me tre”. Tris la nguwoi sau do da xeép hang mua cho to6i mot cbc
Frappuccino, quay lung véi toi, biét rang t6i khong mudn co ta thay toi dang khoc. Va toi biét
chung toi thuc sy khong wa nhau moi toi da biét nhau tu thoi tiéu hoc va c6 chung véi nhau
cai qua khtt va thoi tho du dé. Toi biét Tris 1a mot a thich lra d6i vi néu Khong thi sao c6 ta co
thé lam thé v&i ciu ban  nay ch?; nhung toi cliing biét rang cé cai gi do ki€u nhuw ludt con géi
ma t6i phai tuan theo va khong nén vuwot qua gioi han nguy hiém v&i nhitng d6 ciu ta thai ra,
c6 18 do ciing 1a 1y do tai sao Nick dot nhién lai tré nén lanh dam?



Bai hat cia nhém The Smiths da két thuc, véi ~nhitng trang phao tay hoi hot tir phia may
nha vé sinh. Tho con phuc vu cocktail da dap la1 tiéng goi tw nhién cua mot hang dai cac chan
trai dang ding doi nha cau va m¢ khéa nha tdm bang cai chia ling ldng trén so1 xich deo co.
Du den chi nhap nhoa va phai nhin qua cai rem dinh hat ngan cach khu phong tam khdi cau lac
bo, tdi van thay ré Hunter dang ndm tron trong vong tay mot thudéc nhom nhac cua Nick, hinh
nhu* tén Dev thi phai. Ho dang ding twa vao cai tuong do, khéa méi nhau bang nhirng nu hon
nong chay, manh liét dén ndi lam diy I1én trong 1ong ngudi dang chimg kién ddy mot cam giac
ghen ti thiu tin tim can.

Nick cwdi cung ciling cwoi lai, va tim tdi ¢6 hét strc dé khéng nhay dung 1én. “Dé 1a Dev cta
chung t6i!”

Khi miéng ho tach ra, Dev hay mot lon téc Khoi mat Hunter va cuén né quanh ngon tay.
Bang cai tay con lai, cau ta vAy chao ca hang dai nhitng nguwoi dang x&p hang cho di WC dang ha
hdc miéng.

T6i dap, “Hay that, tir day ciling c6 thé thiy ciu ta cuwoi.”
“Dev la ly do tai sao nh6m ching tdi lai khong cé tay trong day.”
“Sao lai thé?” Ching toi lai ti€p tuc ndi chuyén roi. CAm on ciu Dev, cu tuyét lam, cam on.

“Ching toi da ting c6 mot tay trong rat xin. Cau ta dinh 1am, ciu tuyét khung khiép. Roi
Dev ‘hdt’ cau ta. Cau chang trudrc d6 tham chi ching biét rang minh thich con trai...

“0, ciu ta biét ddy.” Vi ho ludn biét, dii c6 thira nhan hay khong.

Nick nhun vai. “C6 le. Nhung Dev dd lam cdu ta nhén ra. Va khi canh ctra da bat mo thi cau
ta muon c6 ban trai. Dev ltic au chi muon di chinh phuc thoi. Dic biét 1a ké tirng 1a sidu sao tai
cac trwong trung hoc toan nwéc My ay.”

“Dev la mot ngwoi séng budng tha?”
“Chinh thé dy.”

Dev dang kéo Hunter c6 luén qua dam dong. Man trinh dién ctia ho da gitp ho cé dwoc hai
chiéc ghé dang ngwdng mot cho quay bar chat nich. Cap doi nong bong dy nhan phan thudng
roi tim dwong dén ché ban ching t6i ma ngdi xudng.

“Dién hay d4y,” toi bao Dev.

“Lai chang7" Dev cuoi. Cau ta trong cir nhw dira con hoang ctua mot ng6i sao di€n anh
Bollywood véi mdt nhan vat nao diy do Adam Brody thu vai nam nay. T6i khong thé trach
Hunter, hay tay tréng trén dién kia. Dev trong siéu baby, ngwdi ma tham chi cai 4o phong ta
toi bac mau “Lodi Track&Field” ciing chang trir dwoc diém na

Sw s6i noi cia Dev trai nguwoc véi vé hirng ho cia Nick. “KHON KIEP! Ciu nghe vé budi



biéu dlen roi chi? Where’ s Fluffy! TUYET BA CO, WHERE’ S FLUFFY!” Cdu ta nghich go trong
Ién ban va Nick nhwéng may nhin t6i, no voi téi mot nu cuoi ve hiéu biét va trong giay lat toi
dot ngot nhan ra rang thoi gian nghi da két thic va gior1a ldc chiing t6i quay tré lai cudc choi.

Va roi vi trong tai cua ching toi bé vé tién dén bén cai ban kiéu nir hoang sic dep c6/anh
ay dang d1en va goi Nicky nhuwho la chi em ket nghia lau nam. “C6 gai o1, lam mot ngwoi dang
yéu va giup toi gidi quyét may thir dung cu san khau nay, nhé?” Nick du'ng bat 1&én khoi ghé nhuw
thé ndy gio cu ta chi cho Toni téi ctru roi. T6t - c6 1€ Toni c6 thé chia sé vai vién than dwoc
chita tinh that thwdng ctia Nick va dwa cau binh thwong tré lai.

“WHERE’S FFLUFFY!” Dev gao lén. Ciu ta phan khich v vao lung téi roi gio tay 1én nhuw
thé cau ta 1a Rocky. “TUYET BA CO, WHERE’S FLUFFY!”

Chuan luén. bay la phan tng t6i nghi s€ nhan duorc tw Nick khi t6i ké cho ciu nghe vé budi
trinh dién. Téi mudn ndi 13, tai day, ngay lic nay thi Where’s Fluffy? (Bong Xu Pau R6i?) la
nhom nhac punk tuyét nhat, ty dat cai tén dé vi su tho o khon kiép ctia mot dan toc khon kiép
so hdi nwdc ngoai va mu mo trudc nhitng ndi kinh hoang khé&n ki€p ma nhitng ké linh dao
dang gieo rac Ién phan con lai cua thé gioi chi vi ho con ban lo ling xem khong biét con meo
cua minh c6 bi mac ket trén cay hay cho nao do khong Where’ s Fluffy thuc su co thé choi nhac
chir khong chi biét rén ri nhuw nhing bon th01 thdy ntra pop ntra punk khac. Ho hat 1én sy that
vé moi thtr sai trai - ho s€ hat vé nhlrng ke ung ho sung 6ng, nhirng ke phan déi quyén dwoc
pha thai ctia nit gidi, nhlrng ke ky thi nguoi dong tinh - dé nhdc nguoi nghe nho toi nhitng diéu
dang dé ddu tranh. Where’s Fluffy 13 mot van bai thuc sw, néu cé gl gilta toi va Nick, no sé duoc
quyét dinh khi budi trinh dién bt dau, néu ching t6i c6 thé cung nhau chen lén phia tI‘ll‘O’C
dirng gitra ddm dong gao thét tan thwcrng den chay hong, vung nam dam va thét “oi oi of’ ' vao
tat ca nhirng ldc thich hop, cung nhau. C néi thé di.

Tat ca sé hé 16 trong man mosh pit[23]. Mosh pit khong bao gi¢ néi doi.



9.Nick

Moi viéc dién tié€n qua t6t dep. Chung t6i tung hirng véi nhau du chuyén. Moi thir c6 noi, toi
deu co chut gl d6 dé dap lai. Ching toi dang toa sang, va mot phan trong toi chi mudén du'o'c
ng01 lai ma nhin. Chung t6i dang két noéi véi nhau. Khong phal vi mot phan trong t6i hop voi
mot phan trong co. Ma vl ti ngit chung t6i néi ra dang két ndi nhau dé tao thanh cau va nhing
cau chung t6i ndi ra dang két ndi nhau dé tao thanh mot doan hoi thoai va doan hoi thoai ctia
ching t6i dang két néi nhau dé tao nén canh nay, mét canh trong bd phim chuwa c6 hoi két va tu
nhién nhw khong hé qua quay tht.

To6i biét c6 dang ngai mot chut. Toi b1et cd ct ban cho t6i nhitng cau hdi nay dé t6i khong
hoi thém qua nhiéu vé nhirng cau trd 1&i ctia cd. TSt thoi. Co thyc ra [a ai? Biét chét lién. Nhung
tdi quan tam. Phai, t6i dang bat dau quan tam.

Cau lac bo gio thuc sy da chat nhw ném, tran ngdp trong khong khi hoa tron gitra phan
khich va cuc ky s6t rudt trwdc budi dién. Dev qua ]a Dev va nhoai vé phia chung toi dé dan dau
t1eng gao FLUFFY KHON KHIEP GIO' DANG O BAU? Tony/i/e di to1 va nho toi gitp do may
mon do nghe T6i nhin Norah va suyt nita da hoi xem c6 c6 nhé toi néu téi di mat khong.
Nhuwng t6i khong mudn dot chay giai doan.

Buoc o trong lanh dia cua Fluffy kha la tuyét, du toi khong thay bat ctt thanh vién nao va
tat ca nhtrng gl toi lam chi 1a ddm bao rang may mic hoat dong tot. Nhung chi dwoc dirng trén
sidn khiu cua ho thoi cliing kha hoi hop roi. Toi dang thtr néi 1-2-3, FUCK-SHIT- COCK va dam
dong nhin toi voi anh mat hoan toan nhat tri rang toi bién ngay khéi san khiu cang nhanh
cang tot, va néu khong vi sy hién dién ciia mot ga lwc luéng mdc d6 Playboy Tho Con dang &
sau toi thi chic toi da c6 vai khoanh khic dau-an-chai roi. Nhung ciing dang. Pwoc d6 mau vi
mot trong nhitng ban nhac yéu thich dau phai moét viéc ta lam dwoc thwong xuyén.

Théat tuyét diéu qua stic. Va dot nhién t6i mudn ké chuyén nay véi Tris. Viéc nay qua sai
13m, nhung d6 khong phai ki€u suy nghi co thé chon nghi hay khong. Where’s Fluffy la budi
biéu dlen thir hai ching toi di cung nhau, r01 thr sau, tht muoi mot, thir muoi bon. C6 chwa
bao gi¢ nghe gi veé bon ho, thé l1a toi kéo co di qua nra dém dé xem ho & cau lac bd Maxwell,
thiéu tudi nhung khong thigu tham vong. Co qua strc hoai nghi ve nhlrng ban nhac chwa dwoc
nghe danh - nhw thé c6 khong thé thay hay néu nguoi ta van chwa 6n ao vé no vay. Tuy the
Where’s Fluffy da thuyet phuc duoc cd. C6 thich nhom do6 ngay bai dau tién, va chang ngai gl
boc 1. Co ciing gao ru, r1t Ién, g nguoi va khong nging tung toc tir phia theo nh1p dung 110 cai
mot phut Sau do co6 néi, “Oi, may anh 4 dy that néng bong”, va toi da cyc ki ghen voi ho, cho toi
khi c6 néi, “Nhung khong noéng bong bang anh ldc nay dau” va tdi tré thanh mot cay phao hoa
chuan bi n6 dén noi.

Nhung d6 khong phai la tit ca. Toi dang nghi vé lan thir sdu. Toi dang nhdy, dang lam viéc
minh phai lam, thi c6 du'ng lai mot thodng, nhin t6i. T6i gao 1én, “Gl thé?” va c6 gao lai, “Anh
phai dirng lai” va toi gao “Viéc g17 va cd noi toi nghe, “Anh van ctr ¢ day. Anh phai ti€n xa hon
thé&”. Va lic dau toi khong hiéu c6 mudén néi gl, nhung roi téi nhin ra rang c6 dang: toi van
chwa hoan toan trao ca ban than cho am nhac. Téi van dang nhin nhu'ng ngu'o'l xung quanh Toi
van dang nguong trudc moi nguoi. Toi dang cin nhac ting ct chi mot. “Cit tha long ra”, c6 gao
Ién. Va luc dau toi da khong lam duorc, vi toi qua chu tam vao viéc co gang lam nhlr co noi.
Nhung ro6i ban nhac chuyén qua bai “Dead Voter” (Cit tri chét) va lan dau tién toi giai phéng



dwoc minh khdi moi thi ngoai nhitng giai diéu do. Toi khong hé nght vé Tris - c6 gidu minh
sau bai hat dé, diéu khién né. Sau khi dién xong, mé hodi dam dia va thé hon hén, ching to6i
chang phai noi thém tur nao hét. . Chiing t6i chi nhin nhau va ching t6i nhan ra digu do. Co da
day toi di va téi dwoc dich. Toi cdm thay cam kich. Rat cdm kich.

T6i thoang nhin vao dam dong, c6 tim ¢6 lan nira. T6i blet c6 ¢ noi nao do dudi kia, ngay
ca khi co khong co o trong phong chang nita. Ngay ca khi gior co dang 6m ap mot anh chang nao
dé trong mot cau lac b6 nao khac va khong may may suy nghi vé toi.

“Tinh lai cai nao!” ai d6 sin lai gan sin khiu noi thé. Téi nhan ra rang tdi da budng thong.
Nhuw kiéu t6i khong thé vira nghl vé Tris vira lam bat cir viéc gi khdc dwoc vay. Lam hai viéc
mot lic nhw thé that qua thi€u chan thanh.

T6i da néi xong moi thir. Nhitng cai mic da san sang cho cudc tong tan _cong. Tony/i/e gat
dau va dén mo di, toi rod san khau, nhung van kip thoang thiy cai git dau ctia Evan E, tay trong
cua Fluffy. T6i cuoi va gat dau chao lai, r01 lubn vao dam dong. Toi da mat dau Norah khong
thiy bong dang cai ban cua ching toi dAu ca. TAt ca ban gior déu da bi day sang mét bén.

Kip: cham.
Kip: chay.
San sang.
Chuan bi.No.

Tiéng ghi ta am am vang 1én. Trong dap lién hoi. Owen 0. gdm nhirng loi biy ba t&i ca thé
giol. Nhuw thé dé la diéu kién cta phan xa, dam dong lap tic 1én con co giat d doi trén san
nhay Vi toi van chua 1a mot phan cua no, toi du'ng quan sat né:nhin dé biét mot nhom ngu'crl
c6 thé tré thanh mot tran bio tuyet ra sao, nhin dé biét toan b cho thoi gian bo ra sdm stra va
lya chon quan ao thlch ho'p gio thanh cong cc vi chang mdy ai nhin quan do hay dang diéu cua
ai ca. Nhitng cd day, ép va gidi phéng nhirng luc khong 16. Toi dang chen qua toan da véi dinh
dé dén choé Norah. T6i dang 14n qua dam hén don nhiing nguoi voi nguoi nay dé tim bong Tris.
T6i dang hic qua cai bong tdi ruc rd, chéi loi nay dé tim xem ai méi la ngwoi téi dang tim, va
tai sao.

Norah. C6 cach t6i chirng ba mét. Chang tim téi hay tim bAt c gi khac. C6 dang & gilra cai
dam bat nhao iy va tréong c6 that c6 doc.

biéu d6 lam t6i so.
To6i nhan ra.

T6i dang nghe Lars L. choi bass, toi dang chim vao tleng nhac, vao khodng tam tdi ctia no,
vao bong dém cua nd. N6 gao lén rang thoi _gian la mot co6 may hung dtt. Am nhac la mot cb
may hung dit. T4t ca chiing ta déu I1a nhitng c6 may hung di.

Toi mat thing bang. T6i dang roi sdu xuéng. Va né con tré nén té hon vi tdi biét phai di
1én.



Norah. C6 tim dwong dén chd Norah.

Dev dang dimng chan dwong. To6i c6 vong ‘qua cdu ta, nhing cau ta dap lai bang mot cu day
hoi thai qua. Téi day lai. Cau ta dip vao vai tdi manh dén ndi tdi vang ra. T6i loang choang. T6i
huc vao Norah.

C6 khong cwdi. C6 chi quang ngay nguoi vao toi. Tan cong roi raut lui. Roi toi tan cong va
rut lui. Chung t6i 1€ ra phai cwoi vl nhau nhung chung t6i lai khong lam thé. To6i quang nguoi
vé phia cd, don toan luc vao don tan cong truc dién. Co khang cw hét minh. Co gilt virng thé
dirng, chung to6i da & do, gir chdng con khoang cach nita, c6 sat téi dén mirc mit co mo ca di.

“Quai gi vay?” co thét 1én, va té6i khong phai nguoi toi noi dén.

Khuyu tay cua Dev ddp vao lung t6i lam toi chui ve phia truorc, c6 dang dirng ngay do va
ngay lic ay dan loa phat hét c& va dm nhac dap ron 1én dén mirc né tré thanh nhip dap cia trai
tim t6i va ca tim c6 va t6i biét diéu do va co cing biét diéu do va day la diém ching tdi co thé
tan ra va sé nhu thé, chic chin nhuw thé. Nhung toi nhin vao mit co va co nhin vao mat toi va
ching t6i dd nhan ra - sw phan khich khi dwoc & day, sw phan khich khi dwoc & day vao luc nay.
Va c6 1é tdi dang dan nhan ra phan nao dé trong cé va co dang nhanra phan nao d6 trong toi, vi
dot nhién ching toi khong huych vao nhau nhiéu bang cuon 18y nhau. Nhitng hop am cudn
quanh chung toi nhw mot con 16¢c xoay, xoan lai xo0an lai xoan lai xoan lai va ching toi dang o
gitra tam no, gitta tam nhau. C6 tay t6i cham vao c6 tay co ngang chd mach dap, va toi thé la toi
c6 thé cam thay nhip dap. Cai tiéng dap thinh thich dé. Chiing t6i dang chuyen dong theo nhac
nhung dong thoi van bat dong. Toi khong danh mat minh trong sy hon don nay. Toi dang tim
cd. Va c6 - phai, c6 cling dang tim t6i. bPam dong dang don vé phia ‘chiing t6i va tleng dan dang
hé 16 tat ca va chiing t6i la hai nguoi thudc vé mot nhom nguoi 1on hon nhiéu, song cung luc do
chung t6i lai chi thudc vé nhau. Khong c6 don mot minh, chi ¢6 noi c6 don hai ngwoi manh liét
nay. Chi c6 mot Cach duy nhat dé thtr xem c6 dung vay khong, va d¢ la bao gan lam mot viéc,
day né di xa hon va xem xem liéu c6 c6 mudn cung di toi do. Toi tim dén mo6i c6, hon nu hon dy
va toi giat toc toi va toi ndm ldy 4o jacket cta c6 va no6 chang glong chuyén tro chuyen chut
nao, né ngay & do, Lching toi dang tan hwdng no, tan hu'(rng no va tin hwdng nd. Va mat toi
nhim lai r61 m& mat ra va toi nhin thay mat cd md ra va mot phan nao dé  trong co dang giat
lti lai du ching toi Van dang ép sat vao nhau va do la sw so hdi, di nhién 1a van ton tai sw so héi,
va toi chi kéo c6 lai gin hon dé n6i v&i ¢ rang toi hiéu.

Lars L. t1en thang toi bai “Take Me Back, Bitch”, toi giat minh, Norah thdy va toi chang co
cach nao dé néi rang dé khong phai 1a co, khong phal ldc nay, do la muoi nghin lan lac dy va
hoan toan chang dinh liu gi dén c6. Toi chti vé phia trudc va lai hon c6, ding theo cai cach ban
chay hoc toc vé phong minh va bat nhac that to trong khi ba me bit dau quat mang. Toi biét sé
chang c6 tac dung gl va no ciing thuc su chang co tac dung gl vi c6 nhirng am thanh ban khong
can phal nghe thi moi thay. Tam tri c6 tai cta chinh né va doi khi ky trc [a mot D] khiing khiép
nhat con song trén doi.

Gio Norah dang gao 1én “Sao thé?” va do la cdu hoi danh cho t6i. Va r01 c6 hoi cdu hoi kho
nhan nhét - cau hoi can phai qua nhiéu dau dén va can ddm méi c6 thé néi ra - 4y la “Sao ciu
lai dirng lai?” va roi tleng ghi ta qua to va nguoi toi bi bam gidp tlr t& phia va mot trong nhu'ng
ban nhac wa thich cia toi da quay ra chéng laj tdi bing cach choi cai bai dé va toi dang gao lén
“TOI KHONG THE NOICHUYEN VOICAU O DAY PUQC” va ¢cp thét 1én “CAI GI?” va toi gi sat vao
tai 6 ma n6i “KHONG PHAI O PAY” va roi “TOI KHONG THE NOI CHUYEN”.



Tay c6 lan té&i tay toi va ngay lap tirc toi bi dan di. Chung t6i xuyén qua dam dong hén loan
10n x0n va canh tay cua ching t6i nhuw mot cay cau ‘qua doi mong manbh, ndi la véi nhau b&i
canh tay duy nhat dang cang ra ay. Toi nghl Néu cd ay budng tay ra, tat cd sé két thic. Né&u toi
budng tay ra, tat ca cling sé& két thiic. Va vi co dang nam rat chit, toi cling . nam lai that chat. Toi
dang bi huych l1én huych xuong tlr moi phia - t6i biét ngay mai s€ co nhiéu vét bam giap lam -
nhung bang cach nao do cai nam tay van chang hé han gi. Bang cach nao do chung toi van &
bén nhau, va c6 doi dang ca khuc chién thang co don, hoai nghi va so hai. Ching t6i dang vuot
qua moi thit. CAm on cau, am nhac. 6 kh6n nha nguwoi, nhitng ki trc. CAm on cau, hién tai.

C6 nhin quanh réi dan tdi vao trong mdt cadn phong nhé canh WC nit. N6 chi to c& cai ti 4o,
va bi chodn hét ché bai cai trwong ki mau xanh 1a ma dat trudc mot tam guong to dung. Mot
chiéc 4o kiéu thay tu va vat vat 1én lung ghé, cing mot dong do trang diém. T6i da nghi Norah
sé nhin minh v&i anh mit tinh nghich, nhung thay vi thé co lai trong rat kién dinh. Co ct gite
chit 14y tay toi va d6 1én nguoi toi, 6m chit, quang chit 14y toi va hon toi dir doi dén ndi tdi gan
nhuw khong thé hon dap lai.

“Cau”, c6 noi, mot tay gio van dan  tay tOi trwgt trén nguc cd con cai tay thanh thoi con lai
dang lwét trén nguc toi. Can phong nay that la nong, c6 that cuong nhiét va c6 dang hon toi,
miéng toi thi dang mo ra con tay co, ludi o, hdng c6 dang that khiéu khich. Nhung mat co la
khong phiéu luu dén vay. Va toi khong blet la c6 kéo toi lai hay day toi di hay don gian la ct
kéo toi thoi. Néu day la mot loai ham muon, toi cling chang rd do 1a ham muon gi nira. T6i dang
kich thich - cuc ki kich thich, béi sttc nong cua no, sy cuong nhiét cua no, sy toi tam - phai,
bong toi - cia n6. Nhuwng toi khong thé d€ minh lac trong no vi toi chang tim thay c6, bén ngoai
tiéng nhac, bén trong nhitng ctr chi nay. Tay co6 dang an tay toi ap vao tuong, tay con la dang
luon dwéi 4o toi, chay 1én co toi roi bat dau lai di xudng dwdi. Dwoi nira. Nhirng ngon tay cua co
clr twr tim du'(rng di va hai tay toi ghi chat 1&én twdng. Strc nong noé mang lai, sy cuéng nhiét no
mang lai... mat c6 khong cuoi, toi muén diéu do, nhung t6i khong thé lam dwoc, ma co ci
xudng dan xuong dan cho téi khi c6 cham vao do, téi gan nhu muén mo tung va toi muon co
noi gi do, tén toi cling dwoc, nhung cb khong 1am thé va dot nhién toi cling khong thé noi gi.
To6i mudn sw chic chan, nhlrng toi lai khong chic, va toi bado dirng, vi td6i mudn cd phai that
chac chan ma tbi don gian 1a khong chac duwoc 1a ¢d c6 chic khong. C6 lai hon toi va nghlch
thém mot chut va lan nay t6i thuc suw khong muon hon lai va toi phai ding né la trwdc cé
chuyén gi xay ra va t6i khong hiéu chuyen gl dang xay ra & day nita, toi tha tay co ra va cai tay
con lai cua co cling ngirng cr dong, va du toi dang twa sat twong, tdi van diy giat ra.

Sao cau lai dung lai?

T6i khdng mudn cd noi nhitng loi d6. Nhung né hién 1én khuén mdt cua co. Néu cb co gl de
chirng minh, gio toi da bac bo né. Thé la cai _phuong trinh chét clia nhu'ng hanh dong lu6n nam
gitra chung toi, va tdi chang biét minh c6 thé lam dwoc cai quai gi nira.

“Cau co thay cb ay khong7" c6 héi. Valdc dau téi dd muon hoi dé la ai. Nhung roéi téi biét va
to6i n6i khong, va toi héi, “Cau cé thiy anh ta khong?”

Co6 quay mot goc mwoi do khéi toi, vé phia ti€ng 6n, va tra 1o1i co.



10. Norah

Man mosh pit d6 da khdng néi ddi. Tdi biét thé nhung tdi van lo cai bang ching né ném lai
vé phia minh . Sao cdu lai dirng lai ? Mot ngudi thong thai cé thé tra 1o bang mot cau héi hay
hon: Viéc qudi gi toi lai tiép tuc chir?

T6i no6i voi Nick, “Co.” Cau nghi té6i muodn néi, Co, toi co thay Tal. Toi da khong thay Tal.
T6i thdy Tris, S& dé dang cho Nick hon, sau nay, néu cau nghl nguoi t6i nhin thay la Tal.Va cau
c6 thé d6 moi 16i 1am lén dau tdi va cai tinh that thtro'ng cua toi. Nhung c6 motly do lam phu
nit tré nén lanh cdm va Nick hoan toan cé thé nhin vao gwong néu cau mudn biét Iy do 4y 1a gi.

SAO TOI LAI LUON LA MOT KE THAT BAI KHON NAN THE NAY?

T6i chay ao ra khoi phong thay do, 1ay chan dong sam cira lai sau lung, hai long voi tleng
lau bau”Al, PAU QUA'" toi nghe tw phla Nick. T6i biét Nick can vai phit & mot minh dé X€p
nhitng phan tdm hon cla ciu lai ding trat tw. Tdi ciing can c6 chut thoi gian dé 1am viéc can
phai lam.

Nhung viéc toi vira lam lai khong phai la viéc can lam. Toi chang thu dwoc s ngac nhién
nao. Toi chi c6 bién thé cda nd. T6i da tin vao sirc manh ciila man mosh pit, tin vao d4u hiéu lai-
ddy-nao khi Nick thir FUCK-SHIT-COCK trén cai mic, nhin thang vao toi. Toi biét chang co ly
nao Tris lai xuat hién & cau lac b nay, va biét minh sé chop lay co hoi trude khi né no tung
nhw Where’s Fluffy khi dang trinh dién. Téi chwa bao gi¢r1a c6 gai chu dong truedc ca, co 1€ do la
ly do tai sao t6i ra ngoai hang dém voi Caroline va co hoi lu6n den voi Caroline ma khong bao
gior dén véi toi. Va toi da khong nghi gi dén viéc Where’s Fluffy m¢ man voi bai “Take Me Back,
Bitch” trong ldc t6i lam cai viéc téi da lam iy . Luc ay t6i con ban nghi vé bai hat thit hai trong
danh sach nhirng bai hat Nick lam cho Tris, “Take a Chane On Me” clia Abba. Chic hdn Dev da
1én bo cai gi d6 vao ly Tina Colada cua toi hoac bai hat cia nhom nhac Thuy Dién d6 da dem lai
qua nhiéu ky tc goi cam, boi khi a ay toi bong ‘tham gia man mosh pit véi Dev va Hunter, toi tin
vao ban nhag, tin vao thoi gian, tin vao sy cuong nhiét quanh minh, tham chi c6 khi con tin vao
ca Chaa va Nick. O’ gifta cai thién dwong- dia nguc ndy néng nhuw d1en va d6 han phai la d4u
hiéu cho thay t6i can phai lam diéu dé.

Ca d4p bong dau tién? Truot. Hong bét ca. Mat téi md 16n cho doi hiép hai cta nu hén vi
dai- khung khlep do va ding ké hoach lam sao, t6i thay Toni dang kham nguoi Tris khi qua clra
va toi biét ctta s6 co hoi cia minh dang chuén 'bi dong sut lai, toi muon noéi la sap lai. Téi chi
dwoc cai quyét tam, dong thoi cuc ki ngu ngoc vay nén khong phai hooc mon gioi tinh da
khién t6i dan Nick t&i chd cai phong thay do ay trong day lat, toi muon noi la gidy lat; khong
,con té hon nira kia, sw ngu ngoc thuan tuy da dan dat toi, sw ngu ngbc doc quyén hleu Norah
(cal loai di viét thuw néi chuyén quay lai v&i bon B6 Cii Xau Xa) duwoc luu git trong 6c¢ toi & dang
cap dang bi khinh thuong nhiéu hon sw ngu dot thuong tinh vi d6 1a nhan hiéu dic biét cla
Norah, cai nhdn hiéu sé& dan tdi di xudng con dwdng tdi ghét nhat: héi han,

T6i thAm chi con chdng quan tAm tdi viéc vudt ve tredec, toi lao ngay vao y nhw lam véi Tal



sau khi da ndc qua nhiéu cooktail Manischewitz Passover . Toi blet lam thé la qua sém, Nick
con qua non, nhung toi da qua san sang mudén dwoc tan ra va mudn dugc chitng minh rang toi
sé Khong dé cau lanh l€o thé ma di duoc.Va c6 1é toi thuc sy da chirng minh dwoc didu do, toi
muén ndi 1a toi da cé cau, it nhat toi ngh1 la tdi cd. T6i muodn ndi la ciu cé dap lai, kiéu kiéu the
hay it nhat Ia t6i cliing nghi thé, hoac c6 Ié thi t6i tuong la phan &ng dap lai va hdp dan 1an
nhau a ay thuc ra chi xuat phat t&r viéc cau la con trai: néu tinh co mot con bup bé Elmo co vao
mot cau con trai thi ciu ciling sé phan tng lai nhw thé. Nhung khodnh khic dy troi qua qua
nhanh chéng, va néu toi thanh that véi chinh minh, toi sé biet d6 chi la phan tng nua voi,
tham chi hAu nhu khong phan &ng, c6 1é vi ciu nhé biét rang do 1a tiéng goi cuia cd nang Tu DA.

T6i s€ khong tua ngay lai canh dé ngay Khong bao gio.
T6i qua xau ho.

T6i c6 thé cam thiy sw xau hd chay bung trén mat t6i, déng diu nung trén nguoi toi, lam
toi cdm thdy néng birng hon mtc su 1anh dam cé bao gidr hinh dung ra, néng bung lén vi cam
ghet. Toi ghet sy héi han dang dap thinh thich trong moi mach mau t6i, them khat c6 duoc
mot cai banh kep pho mat ngay lap tic. Toi ghet thoi gian va toi ghét cai dém nay va néu téi cé
that sw tin vao Chia Ian ndo dé ngoai cai lan ngan ngui ltc nay, thi tdi cling ghét Nguwoi ludn.

T6i tham chi con ghet ca Where's Fluffy . Ting 1a ban nhac wa thich cua toi, gior sé dworc toi
nhé ca doi 1a ban nhac t6i nghe khi to6i dang chim xuong nhu tau Titanic, htm.Toi ghét
Caroline vi da bi ti khi t6i thuc sy rat cin dwoc noi chuyén vo1i co. Toi ghét Tal vi su6t ngay cl
noi Khong dung, cham thé nay nay va Em lam sai hét cd roi,Norah, vi gio Nick, co héi lam lai
dau tién cua toi, cling da biét diéu do: T6i mu tit vé mdy vu tlep xdc co thé nay . Ct nhu 14 cai vi
Chua trong truyen thuyét dy da tao ra loai nguoi chung ta roi chia thanh nhitng tap hop con:
Nhom A c6 vé ngoai dep dé, quyén rii va cé thé thuc hién hanh loat ctr chi duyén ddng mot cach
dé ~dang(Caroline) , Nnom Bla nhitng nhan tai héa trang trién vong,, , thwong suy tinh Kk luong
roi cudi cung méi hanh dong (Tris); va nhom C 1a nhirng ké kho con lai (t6i) - nhitng nguoi
Chua da dinh thé nay, Ngwoi tw di ma lam Idy. Pirng tréng cho gi nhiéu.

T61i lic nay cling kha ghét Nick, nhung c6 mot nguoi khac con x€p cao hon trong danh sach
cua toi, mot nguoi toi ghet hon ca Saddam Hussein va tit ca nhitng thang khén khiép tén Bush
cong 1a1 ghet hon ca cai ga dan da huy series My So-Called Life( Thir Goi La Cudc Song Cua
T61) va chi dé lai cho t6i mot DVD qua nhoé khong néi rd két cuc liéu Angela va ]ordan Catalano
c6 thé dén du’(rc vé&i nhau, hodc Patty va Graham co ly di, hay gitta Rayanne va Sharon c6 chut
doéng tinh ngam nao khong T6i can ‘phai tim cho ra cai nguoi t6i ghét nhat, dé toi c6 thé hy
vong it nhat cling sé tiéu diét dwoc cai thi dang ghét kia, cai thir goi 1a hoi han ay.

bam dong dang d6 x6 dén trwdc san khau.Ban nhac dang choi thi mot sw tinh lang khong
thé gidi thich noi hién lén trén san khau gitta lic Lars L. vao nhip va chinh lai c4i mic ma cé 1é
Nick da lam truc trdc khi c6 gitip Toni khi dan dung san khau. Lars L. biét dam dong nhiéu kha
nang sé quay Iung lai véi ban nhac néu phai chiu chi mot gidy yén lang, anh ta chac chan da
nhin thiy dam dong dangro lénvianh ta huéng vé phia ho ma hét,” Chung ta sé choi quai gi
ti€p theo nhi? “va mot dam punk tho dan da do ding hang dau gao 1én, ‘Choti cai khi gl cling
dwoc!” Cai dam punk ay tham chi con chwa ndéi hét cau thi Evans E. da vira gao 1én MOT-HAI-
BA-BON vira dap trong am am, va trong mot khoanh khac lang lang do giac, Owen O. bong gao
Ién hat ché lai mdt bai thanh ca thanh “I'm Living on God’s LSD[24]” (T6i song nho vao LSD
clia Chua ).Trong gidy lat toi da quén di cam gidc cam ghét vi co thé toi phai lic I theo thit Am



thanh chen ngang than thanh nay. Trong vong phut dau tién cta bi hat hai phut dy, t6i quén di
cam gidc cam ghét vi tdi da quén minh vao Owen O.va Evan E. va Lars L. vi ho la nhirng vi Chua
trong kinh Phuc Am va tat ca moi ngwodi & day déu biét diéu d6 , déu cdm nhan dwoc diéu do,
déu cung chia sé diéu do.

Nhung r01 t6i nhin thdy nhitng nim d4m huo 1én khip xung quanh, nghe tiéng ho reo, thay
mot nguoi song duoc nhitng canh tay givong lén trong dam dong chuyén quanh, va ngay ca
trong anh sang mo nhat nay to6i ciing khong thé [am duoc nhitng mau sac bo hung trén con ong
chda 4y. Tris 1a nguoi dang dwoc dam dong cong kénh, chuyén vé phia trwdc san khiu va tran
tré hy vong duoc chon dua ra hau dai.

Thé 1a téi lai quay lai véi cam gidc cam ghét.

To6i ré dam dong di nhw cai 130 Moses do, t6i thyc sy nghi thé day, toi glong nhu mot vi
twéng nam sao, Téng Tw Lénh Con Khén Buc Tirc trén xe tang chién diu riéng, rit 1én phong
qua sa mac va khong ai nén kém khon ngoan ¢ dén mirc ngang duong.Chi trong vai gidy toi da o
gitra dam dong va khi den lwot toi day Tris vé phia san khau, thay vi ngtta tay ra nang chan c6
ta, toi tdm lay nd khién c6 ta ngd ra san nhung dam _dong ciing chang them quan tam, ho dang
chuyen sang cong kénh ngwoi khac, Lars L. chi tay vao nan nhan méi va gat dau PUNG véi dam
bao ve.

Tris dirng diy, roi gio tay 1én xoa dau. “PAU QUA PI MAT!” ¢b ta gao 1én voi toi va néu co ta
cling rit 1én “Oi!” nhw Nick, toi sé con ghet c6 ta hon nira. T6i giat lay cai tay dang xoa dau cua
c6 ta va dan cd ta qua dam dong, gio toi tre thanh linh Stormtrooper dang bat con tin. Téi
chang budn néi “Chao” voi Dev va Hunter, hai ké chi nhin ching t6i di tir khoe mat he hé giita
nu hon kiéu Phap cida ho.

Khi ching t6i da ra ngoai va t6i lai co thé thé binh thwong, cé 1€ cdm nhén dwoc cai lanh
cta khong khi budi sang dau xuan, toi bot thay cam ghét nhung cang mét hon. Gid chi co toi
va Tris ngoai nay, cung nhitng ke hit hit va chich choac dung tua canh btrc tuong gan day,
khong gian kha yén tinh ngoai trir tleng ghi ta cua Lars am 4am xuyén birc twong va tleng coi
taxi trén pho . Cudi cung toi ciing da co the nghe thay tleng cua chinh minh, va t6i noi,”Tai sao?
vo1 Tris, nhung thuce ra la t6i dang quat 1én “TAI SAO?” vi tai t6i van chua thich nghl ngay voi
tleng dong c6 tan soO dé xi ben thap. Nhung ngay 1ap tirc nhip tim t6i tang tdc, chdm dan, thoai
mai dan, thoat khoi sw ngdt ngat cua cau lac bo do, nhung tiéng 6n d6, qua nhiéu ngudi trong
do, nhwng ngwdi chic chan biét sy x4du ho va héi han cua toi.

Co ta la ly do toi khong thé tién thang t&i vdi Nick, va toi mudn biét tai sao.

Tris twa vao birc twong gan d6 va dui mat.”T6i mét chét duwoc,”co ta noi. “Ma cau khong
phai gao 1én thé.” Caroline ndi ddng, c6 ta thuc sw thich mic do gia dava chang doi TI‘IS lai di
lam hong d6 da that bang cach tira moéng vao twong ma tya nguoi ngdi phich xudng dat ca. Tris
dwa vao toa nha, xoa g6i, mat vui vao dau géi.

T01 ngoi xuéng bén canh c6 ta.Toi hoi ¢o ta lan nira, “Tai sao?” va c6 tandi, “Nick a?” va toi

dap, “U

Co ta trong nhuw sap ngu dén noi . Mat hap hay, gi¢ khi thoat khoi gi¢i han ciu lac b, trong
cO ta gan nhu dang yéu. C6 ta la thé day. C6 ta sé duwa ban dén phan tinh cach kho chiu nhét ctia
minh, r6i lam mot ct 16i ngwoc dong ngoan phuc vao phit thir chin mwoi dé tré thanh mot su
hién dlen kha 1a dé chiu.



Caroline va t6i quen c6 ta tir hoi tham gia nhém Huong dao nit, nhung cb ta chwa bao gio
1a cai gai siéu nhirc cho dén tan thoi trung hoc, sau khi ca nhwng tin d6 Gido Hiru cling khong
thé chiu noi Caroline va t6i da theo Caroline chuyen tlr treong Friends Country Day toi Sacred
Heart dé& hoc ndm thi nhat va thi hai trung hoc pho thong. Tris da nghi viéc chung toi xuat
hién tai trwedng co ta la sw xult hién cda nhirng nguoi cung so thich tinh tinh voi 6 ta, va c6 cwr
180 déo theo ching t6i khap noi nhw mét con ciin con, mudn duoc hoa nhdp vao thé gioi am
nhac Mannhattan ctia ching tdi. C6 ta tham chi khong hiéu dwoc rang toi va Caroline ludn la
Nhém Hai nguwoi, luon nghiém ngat nhu thé. Tris nght c6 ta la nguoi trong nhom vi ¢ thich
cung loai nhac va chang ai & treong chiu day voi cd ta, mot dira cling lap di nhw t6i va
Carohne Chung toi thinh thodng cling chap nhan mot nita co ta; radar cam thu &m nhac cta c6
ta qua cling kha tw te du nhleu ldc hay tw b1en minh thanh con ngoc - - nhay nhu con dién, hat
theo sai nhac- bat ctt khi nao ching t6i dan c6 ta téi mot cau lac bd am nhac nao doé. Nhung
néu giap Tris mot minh trong quan Starbucks nao do, co ta sé rat binh thu'cmg, it nhat cling
chiu duwogc- c6 ta khong cuwoi qua to, khong c6 qua to ra sanh diéu. Co ta con la vi ctru tinh cia
toi v&i cai que thir thai am tinh.

T6i mudn- nhuwng té6 khong thé - ghét c6 ta dwoc.

7

C6 ta hé mdt mat nhin t6i."Cau hen ho vé&i ciu ta hay thé nao d6 a ? Ciu thich ciu ta
khong ?"

"Co," toi noi, vi toi khong muon ndi doi, va roi,"Clng khong han,"t6i stra lai, cling vi toi
khong muon noi d01 roi cudi cung 13,"Khong," vi toi khong muodn noi d01 Nick a- da 1a- cai thir
nay, cai nguoi nay, téi ngau nhién phat hién r6i nhan ra rdng toi muon va khi toi da thw, toi
khao khat duoc c6 - nhung toi biét toi phai chap nhan that bai vi ca cai dém nay hoan toan chi
la mot viéc ngau nhién, roé rang la thé. Tim t6i dau theo dung nghi den luén, cai thir d6 khong
phai 1a gia vor; né tu nhién dau trong mot khoang dich chuyén thoi gian ngan ngui nhiing khao
khat, mong dm va tin twong, nhung roi chang c6 duorc. Toi dang dua voi ai chir. Thir tuyét nhat
vé Nick 1a nhitng thir ciu ta chang biét rang toi biét cau ta c6- nhitng loi nhac, danh sach cac
bai hat, sw chung thily - va tit ca nhitng tht ay , déu hién dang cho Tris.

"Ciu co k€ v&i ciu ta ve toi khong ?" c6 ta hoi.Vi ¢ trwdng, trong cang tin, gilra tat ca nhing
co gai dé thwong theo Cong gido xép hang nhu nhiing quan co domino té nhat bén may cai
ban, t6i, Caroline va Tris, v&i khuyén, va may cai dong phuc 1ap di si€u b6 sat mau Gothic cua C
vaT (t01 thi khong ), Tris ngoi khoac lac vé tat ca nhirng cau con trai c6 ta tung hen ho, nhitng
cau lac bd cd ta dén, nhirg khoan sau san khau, vi c0 ta muén giy dn twong vadi Caroline,
Nhu’ng khi chi c6 hai chung toi trong 16p, Tris s€ noi cho toi xem nhirng ban nhac Nick lam cho
cb ta, nhitng bai hat cu viét cho ¢0 ta, bai ludn nhip hoc trwedng FIT ciu gitp c6 ta viét.

"Khong, t6i khong noi gi voi cau ta hét,"t6i noi. Toi thay nhe ca nguoi vi minh da khong
noi. Toi khong muon la ¢6 gai co tim hiéu ciu ta, con tat ca nhumg gi ciu ta biét vé toi 1a toi co
biét vé Tris. "Sao cau lai lam thé ?"Toi khong biét minh mudn cé cau tra lori cho cau héi sao nao
— sao cd ta lai Itra d6i cau ta, hay sao c6 ta lai dé cau ta di.

"Toi doi," Tris noi, va toi phal déngy, " toi ciing thé."Co ta dirng ddy, toi nam cai tay cd chia
ra dé kéo toi 1én, va tdi khong con nghi day 1a vé viéc bat tay giita cac tu nhan nira.



Ching t6i di bo toi clra hang tap hoa Han Quoc 24 /24 phia bén kia duong, va nhu mot ban
nang tw nhién ca hai ching toi cung di thang t&i khu ban banh quy va c6 ta mo mot goi ChlpS
Ahoy con t6i m¢ mot goi Oreo r01 chung nhai nhop nhép ¢ giira 161 di , va nguoi cht ding &

qudy thu ngin néi gi do dai loai, "Cac c6 phai tra tién diy !" Va Tris va toi cung néi kiéu nhw,
"BIET ROI

Co ta twa dau vao mot gia bay banh Fig Newtons va noi, " Chuyén la thé ‘nay. Toi gap Nick.
Va t6i mudbn cé ciu ta va toi da co ciu ta nhung ciu ta khong muon tir bo, va cau la moét nguwoi
qua tuyeét, toi khong thé bé cau, du da co thém nhu'ng anh chang khac di chang nita." C6 ta cho
ngon tay vao miéng, cay mot mau s6 cd la dinh gitra ké rang." Nhung roi moi chuyén tién dén
mtrc cau ta chon truong dai hoc vi tdi, vi nghi 1a chiing toi co twong lai, toi mudn noi la cau ta
san sang b6 hét tat ca nhitng trrong tot khac, chiu hoc & Rutgers chi dé dwoc gan toi, va toi
nghi the nay, viéc nay khong thé xay ra duogc, cdu ta khong duoc 1am thé. Ciu ta di néi " Anh
yéu em,” va, cau blet ddy, toi don gian la khong c6 cai cAm giac nhu thé. Toi blet ndira cau do
ma khong duoc nguoi kia dap lai thi han rat kho, va toi nghi da dén lic phal giai phong cho cau
ta, dé ciu ta c6 thé tim mét nguoi khac, mot nguoi co thé néi lai cai cau do cho cau ta, vi mot
nguoi nao do nén noi the voi cau ta. Toi nghl sau nay cdu ta sé con dau don hon néu toi ct dé
cau ta tin rang cauta co thir cdu ta khong co, thé la toi da chon cai cach tan nhan dé. Téi Khong
dap lai" Em yéu anh " voi cau ta, ma toi noi la” Hét roi . T01 muoi tam tu01 sap chuyén lén
thanh pho de hoc tlep bit dau cudc doi ctia minh. Téi mudn cé chit vui vé. T6i khéng mudn
b6 budcva ‘Em yéu anh "

Co ta nging lai dé wc thém mot miéng Chips Ahoy nita. Khi da nuét tréi né, c6 néi, " Toi
suy nghi c6 sau xa qua hay dai loai thé khong ?"

Nietzsche Tris khon c6 1€ cling co ly. Tal da noi voi toi la anh ta yéu toi, va noi di noi lai
nhw thé, nhung nguoi ta khong noi diéu dy véi mot ai do roi néi véi nguoi d6 rang ngudi dé
chua dd kinh nghiém givong chiéu va nén doc mot cudn sach hay cai gi d6 dé hoc thém di, hay
nguoi do nén thir b6i son mau do6 dam va mdc vay that bo dé trong nong bong nhu ban than
nhat cda ho mot Ian xem sao. N&u Tal khong déi toi khi anh ta néi rang anh ta yéu toi, c6 I€ t6i
da khong thanh nguoi chang co twong lai nhw gio dau, mot con ngd qua ga dén noi tu cho phép
ban than tin vao mo6t giac mo hao huyen tir mot vi thanh hio huyen Toi cling chang chac toi
da bao gio thuc sy thich Tal nita, noi gl dén yéu anh ta, va tién day, Tal, t6i tin 1a nguoi
Palestine nén cé chinh phu ctia riéng minh.

bung mot lan trong doi, toi chang néi dwoc gl. T6i vira dn cai banh Oreo thir muo1i ba lién
tiép trong vong chwa toi nam phut. Khi mom lai néi dwoc, tdi nhin vao cai guong chdéng trom
theo sau lung Tris va trwdc mat toi va biét toi dang néi voi cai miéng den kit vi banh Oreo .
Cau phai néi cho cau ta biét Iy do, Tris. Cau ta can duoc biét. Phai biét ly do thuc sw thi ciu ta
thoi suy sup thé nay."

Thé 1a Nick sé khong phai trai qua chuong trinh hoi strc chia tbi nira roi. Khong sao.Cau ta
sé kiém dwoc mot c6 nao doé, co ta danh cho cau, tré thanh mot ban trai tuyét voi vao mot ngay
nao dé. Cau sé la tinh yéu ca doi ciia mot c6 gai may man nao do, va co 1€ sau khi toi da ngu
dwoc mot chit sau cai dém hoanh trang nay, t6i s€ vui voi niém vui cda cau va cai tuwong lai
cau mudn ndm lay, mot khi Tris da thuc su giai phong cho cau. Thé la t6i sé chang la phan nao
trong doi cau ca trir mot dau chi thich ' da tirng hen ho ". Vay 1a t6i sé& c6 cd mot cudc doi co
don dang chd dén ‘phia truéc. Thé ciing on ludn.Co rat nhigu nghe danh cho nhu'ng co gai lanh
cam. To6i co thé cong hién d&i minh cho nhitng viéc lam co y nghia.Toi s€ tro' thanh mot nha
nhan dao cua Lién Hop Quéc ( nay, Tal, toi cling rat tin vao Lién Hop Quoc day nhé, do dang
ghét). Toi da c6 hai nam theo hoc trwong Cong gido. Toi co thé 1am mot ba xo du tdi chang
phai tin do gi. T6i sé hoc cach gia vor c6 dire tin nhw Nick vira vor vit véi toi. Toi s€ coi sdc kinh



Phic Am ctia dam maé, long tot va khodi lac, ludn luon dung bao cao su, Tt nhirng quéc gia bi
nan déi hoanh hanh cho téi nhitng vung chién su chét choc. Co 1€ toi sé thanh mot ba xo di hon
nhung ba xo khéc- 6i, tdi c6 thé tim Becca Weiner hoi & trai mua hé va héi xem liéu c6 ta cé
muodn lam cung hay khong nhung t6i biét 12 vai tram ndm téi day khi nao gido hoang thoi
hiu tan thé quyét dinh c6 nén phong thanh cho tdi hay khong , ba/6ng ta sé nhin nhirtng hanh
dong bdc dong do theo cach khac va nghi bung, 01, hdi dé thanh Norah dang tuyét vong thoi
ma- chuyén do xay ra voi tat ca ching ta. Thé roi toi sé bay lo limg trén cai khong gian thién
duong- dia nguc cua minh, c6 1€ kha gan véi Vong Bac Cuc & nha toi, biét rang minh tré thanh
nit thanh duwoc déu 1a nhé cai dém nay. Thé nén toi phai cadm on N1ck chr khong nén ghét cau.

"Cau dang mdc 4o jacket ctia ciu ta, " Tris ndi. " Ciu ta chwa bao gi¢r dé t6i mac 4o jacket
cua cau ta."

Toan bd nhirng hang déng cua Tris da gay ra cho tdi cai dém thién dwong lai dia nguc nay,
nén toi cling chang phlen gl cai viéc (dé co ta tra tién banh Oreo cho t6i ca. Toi mac ké co ta tai
quay thanh toan, luc tim vi. T6i da sdn sang vé nha. Toi da sdn sang dé ngu trén cai giwvong cua
chinh minh, dée terc day vao bu01 sang hom sau va soan ra mot ban ké hoach cudc doi, vacolé
sé noi chuyen véi ba me vé viéc ca nha ching t6i nén khuyén Caroline di kiém sw gitip d& dau
do di vi néu da téi nwoc ai cliing thay giao du voi Tris dé chiu va it dang s¢ hon voi Caroline thi
hién nhién & didy c6 mot van dé rat lén cin dwoc gidi quyét.

T6i ti€n thang ra cho cira, nhu'ng van kip dua vai cau thong thai kiéu nit thanh véi Tris, Lan
sau nh& cin than hon d6, me tré," toi néi voi cb ta.

Co ta chang them ngang lén khéi cai vi dang 1on tung hét ca 1én cia minh, cd ta chi chia cai
ngon gitra c6 mong son den- vang- pha- mau- thach- anh- ding-kiéu-con-gai-ving-Jersey vé
phia toi. " Pwoc thoi, me tré," c6 ta goi véi theo.

Toi ¢6 du tién dé€ di taxi thang vé nha va moi tai x€ c6 thé bién ngay néu dinh 1én 16p toi
voi chuyén cuoc taxi toi Jersey. T6i nhin ra ngoai phd dé tim xe nhuwng thay vi thé lai thiy
Nick, twa vao mét cot dién thoai ngoai ctra hang.

To61 khong dinh ghét nita dau, hay xau ho, hay hoi han nita. T6i qua mét madi dé lam may
thtr dy roi, qua kiét qué va ciing qua dwoc hoi sinh.

Toi di Ve phia ciu, la ddu thanh tir tran xuong nguc r01 sang hai bén tim cau, Nhan danh
Cha, Con, va Thanh Thin Norah. Roi t6i vuot cai ma ay cta Nick lan cudi cung, vi téi muon
du'(yc cham vao ciu lan cuoi, téi xirng dang dwoc thé. Téi ndi véi cau,” Cau dwoc tw do.”

T6i bo di, cho ngén Gt va ngén tré vao miéng dé huyt sdo goi taxi, hoan toan cdé don trong
lic tang sang, lot thon gittra Lower Mannhattan rong lon xau xa, nhung dwoc bao vé bdi tim
mang thin thanh ctia Salvatore trén hai vai.

Toi van gitr cai 4o jacket ctia Nick.






11. Nick

Co that dang ghét.

Co that dang ghét vi da chui vao cai xe taxi dé. C6 that dang ghét vi da lam dau toi roi loan
1én. C6 that dang ghet vi chang biét minh muon cai gi. Co that dang ghet vi da 16i toi vao. Co
that dang ghét vi Ia mot nguoi hon qua gioi. Co that dang ghet vi da pha hoai bu6i dién ban
nhac wa thich clia t6i. Cé that dang ghét vi gan nhuw chang noi gi voi toi khi bé di. Co that dang
ghét va khong chiu Vay tay chao. Co that dang ghet vi da lam t6i hy vong. C6 that dang ghét vi
da lam hy vong cua t6i tro thanh vo vong. C6 that dang ghét vi da bé di cung véi cai ao jacket
dang ghét cua toi.

Toi that dang ghét.

T6i that dang ghet vl ctt ludn bi roi vao nhitng tinh huéng kiéu nay. T6i that dang ghét vi
ctr hay quan tam. T6i that dang ghet vi khong biét nbi ra nhiing 101 c6 thé lam co & lai. Toi that
dang ghet vi da khong biét tdi mudn gl. Toi that dang ghet vi da vay thay chao. To6i that dang
ghét vi da khong hon lai c6 ngay 1ap tirc. Toi that dang ghét vi da diy lén hy vong. T6i that dang
ghet vi da khong co nhleu hy vong mang tinh thuc t& hon. T6i that dang ghét vi da dwa cho co6
cdi 4o jacket dang ghét cua toi.

Ghét.

Gia nhu toi da khong & thém hai phut trong cai phong thay do6 4y, nhin cham cham vao
guwong, nhu thé mat toi sé dot nhién noi cho tbi hay nhing cau tra loi ma dau 6c toi khong co.
Gia nhw t6i da c6 thé dam xuyén qua dam dong thay vi bi ket trong cai mé cung nguoi hon don
dé. Gid nhw t6i da thay co trong cai cira hang tap hoa do trudc khi 6 di ra cho cta. Gia nhw toi
da néi gi do trwde khi ¢6 di ra. Gia nhw tdi cé thé lam dwoc bat cir diéu gi trong cai dong gia
nhu nay - liéu toi co thé ngan cai két thic hong bét khong thé tranh khoi nay, cai cli ddm toan
Iwc khon kiép nay khong? Niém kiéu hanh ctda toi da dong sap cua co hoi cua toi lai, sy dau don
trong toi da dong sap tinh than tdi xudng, va ching cing nhau dé 1én hy vong clia toi va dé co
di mat.

_Quay lai cau lac b6 mo6t minh dong nghia voi that bai. bing ngoai nhin theo anh den do
cudi xe taxi cua co dong nghla vGi that bai. V& nha réi ndm ldn ra dong nghia véi that bai. Ngoi
ngay Xuong via hé va nhin cham cham vao 1& duong dong nghia véi that bai - nhung dé 1a that
bai gan t6i nhat nén thé la to6i ng01 xudng va bt dau déi theo mép via he. Téi ci rap nguoi
xubéng ngang tim ban chan, cai noi chinh xac danh cho t6i. Chin ngang miéng, bi ngwoi khac
cha dap lén, da to6i da toi da toi. bay la phé Ludlow nén nhirng do6i giay di ngang qua toi déu
mang phong cach ntra phui bui ntra goi tinh. Nhirng doi giay thé thao mau chai loi, giay cao got
1énh khénh, bét got nhon cho ca dan 6ng lan phu nit. Néu co cdy ghi ta clia minh & day, toi c6
thé kiém cht tién 1&. thng thay vao do tit ca nhitng gi toi hién c6 la nhiing bai hat vang 1én
loan xa trong dau. T4t ca déu budn. T4t ca déu day cay dang. Va dé 1a tat ca nhitng gi ti cé.

Toi da khong dé c6 di. Co tw di. D6 khdng phai 12 16i ctia toi.



Co tw lam thé.
C6 c6 thé khong lam thé ma.
Cai thir cam giac nay m¢&i quen thudc lam sao.

Sao chung ta ct phai ban tdm lam gl chtr? Sao ching ta cr dé dang dé ban than phai chiu
nhitng ton thwong nhu thé co cht? D6 c6 phai vi c6 doc? P6 c6 phai vi so hdi khong? Hay chi dé
trai nghiém nhirng gidy phut lang lang khi duoc thudc vé mot nguoi khac? Norah, cau cé biét
no6 don gian chi la cach cau kéo t6i khoi san nhay khong" Cau chang can phal hon toi dé dua toi
dén do. Va gior toi da biét thé. Va gior toi c6 thé ndi thé. Va gior cau da di mat.

Viéc nay 1a 16i ctia toi a?
Viéc nay that dang ghét.

Cai sy ban khoan nay that dang ghet. Cai viéc ct c6 mai c6 mai nay that dang ghet. Cai y
twdng hai ngudi cé thé tré thanh mot doi ly twdng nay that dang ghet. Suw v6 dung nay that
dang ghét. Viéc trong chd mot diéu gi do xay ra khi cé 18 né ching bao gior xay ra that dang
ghét.

“Oi, Nick - c6 ta da lam gi anh vay?”

Bao Hong - giay ho mii hong. Toi ngudc nhin 1én, va moi hay ho lam sao. Vi t6i thé nguoi
dang dung trudc mat toi day la Tris, nhin toi day vé cam thong. Glong nhw & trén mot chwong
trinh truyén hinh khi ngudi me da chét thinh thoang lai hién vé néi chuyén. Mot chuyén khong
thé, nhung van xay ra dung ltic ban mong chd ba 4y nhat.

“Tris,” tOi ndi, vi tdi chang nghi ra tir gi khac dé néi ca.

CO lac dAu, phui phi mot cho trén via hé roi ngdi xudng canh toi.

“Norah dau r6i?” c6 hoi.

T6i nhiin vai. “Cé 1€ dwoc ba phan tw quang dwong qua dwong ham Lincoln réi.”

“Co ta chang bao glcr lam gi ra hon Tris noi, 16i mot diéu thuoc 14 ra, roi gio cai bat Ira vé
phia t6i dé t6i cham. “Chang bao gio. bat co ta vao mot cho roi cd ta sé khong chiu thira nhan
chd d6 ton tai. C6 mdt 1an bon em ri nhau di boi tran. Chang phai van dé gi 16n. Nha ai chang
c6 bé boi. Ai cha viéc d6 1a thé nao. Nhung em c6 thé néi ngay rang Norah sé khong doi nao
chiu lam thé. Cai _ga c0 ta thich - troi a, hinh nhw hoi dé 1a Andy Biggs thi phai - trm, cau ta sé
den do. Nhung c6 ta c6 phan déi khong7 Khong. C6 ta c6 tranh cai khong? Khong. Co ta van di
cung v&i bon em, lam DJ mot hoi, va khi dén Iic bon em cé&i d6 va nhay xudng nuwoc thi co ta
bién mat bi bd hai dam vé nha ma khéng thém ndéi mot 101 nao. Hom sau, c6 ta con chang
thém gia bd 6m dau hay thé nao nita. ThAm chi chang budn giai thich nira.”

C6 chua bao gio n6i nhiéu tir nhw thé nay véi toi trong vong bon tuan qua - khong, lau hon
thé 4y chi. Vi cang vé cudi thi tir ngir cang bay bién hét. Trir khi phai ch¢ cho téi hét dém mabi
dwoc thot ra.



T6i khong biét minh c6 thé cham vao c6 dwoc nira khong. T6i muodn néi la, véi tay ra do vai
phadn nira va dé tay t6i cham vao canh tay co. Dé lai xem cam giac thé nao. Dé thir xem nd co
giong trong qua khir khong, hay gior dd mang mot cam giac khac.

“Dung,” c6 noi, “dung co mo mong gi hao huyen gi vé em nira, Nick. Vi néu anh lam thé, em
sé& bién khoi cho nay con nhanh hon Norah. Hiéu roi cht?”

T6i git dau. C6 khong nhin vao lan da cta co.
“Tét.” Tris nhd mot lan khéi thudc. “Em khdong mudn néi vé chuyén ctia ching ta.”
Em dd bao gior muén néi dau, toi nghi.

Khi ai d6 chia tay véi ban, vé dep cia ho - thir ban da tirng rat thda man khi dwoc sé hitu -
dot nhién tr¢ nén that ching cong bang chut nao. Véi Tris  bay gio cling vay. Co tham chi con
x€p cho minh vao géc dwéi ngon dén dwong dé bong d6 xudng dung cho. N6 nhw mot 1o khién
trach.

Chung t6i ngoi trong yén ldng dwoc do mot gidy. C6 rit mot hoi. Trong c6 nhuw trong xi né
con toi chang khac gi nhan vat hai klch truyen hinh. Sy im lang chang lam phlen gl c6, nhung
no lam toi phat khung. Thé 1a toi lam cai viéc toi Van ludn thé sé khong bao giolam va roi luén
thay minh kiéu gi cling lam: T6i nem “Anh nhé em” vao cai khoanh khac 4y. Tham chi ca toi
curﬁg thay nhitng 1o 4y nghe that trong réng. Nhw thé tdi da khong néi cho ding nguoi can
nghe

“Dung lai bat dau thé nira.” Tris noi, nhung khong hé day da nhu to6i dw tinh. “Cau dé chang
chirng to dleu gi trir viéc em khoéng cdm thay nhw thé.” C6 lai rit thudc, dong mot tai vé phia
cau lac bo. “T61 nay ho khung that nhi? Em nghi thanh cong sém l6n qua sé huy hoai ho, nhung
c6 18 em di Iam. L& ra em nén ngu véi Owen O. khi ¢ co hoi. Roi em sé& dé anh ta thodi mai véi
bat ct ngoi sao nhi nao dén véi anh ta trude. Chi mong ho dirng dit tén con gai minh theo mot
loai qua ngé ngin nao do.”

“April,” toi ndi.
“Cai gi?”
“April. Em tirng bdo mudn dat tén cho con gai ching ta 1a April.”

Tris ban cho t6i mdt cai nhin to mo. “Em da noéi thé a? Khong biét viéc anh nhé dwoc ca
chuyén dé la ngot ngao hay that dang so day.”

To6i da tim dwgc dd can dam dé hoi, “Khdéng phai 1a véi em thi ngot ngao luén dong nghia
vOi dang so sao?”

C6 nhéch mép cwoi trude phan tich ddy cia toi va gt dau. “C6 1€ vay. Xin 16i.”

“Xin 16i gi?”



“U. Xin 161.”

Co lai kéo thém tro thuéc vé phia minh, khong nhin vao t6i ma minh vao nhiing c6 ciu
punk dang di ngang qua pho.

“Tris, anh...”

“Anh c6 thich c6 ta khong?”

“Cai gi co?”

“Norah. Anh c6 thich c6 ta khong?”

“Em c6 thé thich mét ngwdi lam em phat khung dwoc khong?”
“Moi luc luén.”

“Anh c6é lam em phat khung khong?”

N6 thyc sy chi la mot cau hoi, nhung lIAn nay Tris buc minh thit sw, vy di€u thu6c vé phia
t6i 1Jam tan thudc vweong vai trén 4o toi.

“Im di, dwoc khéng?” c¢d néi. “Pu roi. PU ROL Pung, anh lam toi phat khung. Vi khong
nhiing khong thé budng ta, anh tham chi con khéng nhan ra rang minh 'dang c6 niu keo thdm
chi con khéng tdn tai nira. Anh nghi téi d3 1am t6n thwong anh? O, ti con cé thé lam tén
thwong anh nhidu hon nita kia.”

“Bang cach nao?”

“Bang viéc ndi sy thdt, Nick a. Ti dd nghi anh c6 thé nhén ra. Téi da nghi anh c6 thé hiéu
duoc. Toi hoan toan chang hé hay biét 1a anh co thé 1am ban than tré nén mu quang dén thé.
Va phai, toi hoan toan cé thé buéc ngay ra va noi that to nhirng 101 dé 1én. Nhung anh dé bi tén
thwong dén noi té6i khéng bao gio co thé lam duorc viéc do. Va roi rot cuoc t6i van phai lam anh
dau. Nhung troi a, Nick - anh cdn bi dau. Anh can bi s that d vao nguoi.”

“Giong bi dao didm hon la bi da day,” t6i ndi véi b, chi dé co biét thé théi.

“Voi toi thi la da,” Tris tra 1od. “Nhung thé nao cling duoec. Chuyén cta chung ta da xong roi.
Nhung chuyén cua anh véi Norah thi chua. D& ti cho anh vai 1o khuyén mién phi nhé. C6 ta
thuwc sw la mot van dong vién day - ¢0 ta sé chay bién di moi lic moi noi ma khong thém néi
mot 1oi ndo dau. Nhung van dé nam & day - anh khéng phai la mot nguoi thich chay. Va tan sau
tam hon, t6i nght Norah ciing khéng mudn chay dau. Chi don gian la c6 ta nghi c6 ta phai lam
thé thoi. C6 1é 1a vi ¢6 ta la mot con bé hoc gidi dang ghét khong c6 1ay mot chit cam nhin vé
thoi trang. Va moét phan la vi ¢6 ta la mot con ngudi dang ghét.”

C6 noi ding, va nghe c6 noi ciing giong nhuw dang nghe khién trach vay. Sao ' chung toi lai
khéng cé dwoc nhitng cudc hdi thoai nhw thé nay khi chiing téi con bén nhau? Va roi téi nhin ra



viéc minh da lam - t6i da bién khi chung toi con bén nhau thanh mot cai noi biét lap, xa cach.
T6i van cam thay bi t6n thwong, nhung tbi di it c6 cam gidc mudn dap tit né di hon.

“T6i xong moi chuyén véi anh toi nay roi,” Tris néi, ding day. “Tim cai nguoi chét tiét ay
va cung nhau c6 nhitng dira con chét tiét di. Pung c6 dat tén chung theo tén cac loai hoa qua
hay cac thang. Sang tao mot ch va cir dit tén ching sao cho giéng tén tré con 4y.”

“Nhung c6 ay di mat roi,” tdi noi.

Tris khit mii. “Nick, Norah chwa di mdt. C6 ta hién nhién la van dang & mét noi nao dé. Tat
ca nhirng viéc anh can lam 14 tim ra noi d6 14 noi nao thdi.”

“Cé goi y gi khong?” toi hoi.
“Khong.” Tris tra lod va bwde ra khoi cudc doi toi mot lan niva. “Anh phai tw lam thoi.”

T6i d€ c6 di. Toi nhin c6 di vé phia tiéng nhac Am dm doi ra tir cinh clra m& toang cla cau
lac bo.

Ro6i t6i nhin lai vé phia via hé va c6 ng6i vach ra nhirng kha nang.



12. Norah
Toi van thay doi.

T6i cling van tha'y meét, va van hoi hoi thich tha véi cai twong lai lam nit thanh cua toi nita,
hoi hoi nhung van co. Toi gdm banh. Cai banh Oreo iu t6i dang nham nhi trong taxi day, voi
phén banh 3 am thay vi gion, phin kem trang da gan nhw sén sét - nhw mot cai banh sandwich
kep kem gitr 0 nhiét do phong - ngon tuyét, nhung con lau méi gidp giam con doi nay. Toi
khong biét t1eng ron rot dang dén tw bung t6i hay tw mién phu can Bac Cuc quanh do, nhiing
vung ma trudc do da bi tan chdy mot cach quai dan truéc tac dung ctia hiéu trng nha kinh dén
tlr sw gan giii v&i Nick.

“Ching ta c6 dinh di dau khong vay?” nguoi lai xe taxi hoi toi. Chung toi da ng01 qua nam
lan den dé & nga tu Houston va West Broadway trong luc cho toi quyét dinh di ve dau. Nguoi
lai xe c6 chiu sw tru trir cua toi vi dng ta hy vong toi s€ khong lam theo 101 de doa rang mot la
mudn duoc chd vé Jersey va hai 1a dé don khiéu nai 6ng ta con dam néi vai cau ngu ngéc vé
chuyén ché toi roi khoi thanh phé.

“Thé vé dau, thwa c6?”
TOI BIET THE QUAI NAO PUOC!

T6i chi c6 thé cé hai dong suy nghit co ly thé nay. (1) T6i mudn an them banh Oreo iu tir cai
clra hang tap hoa Han Qudc do, va (2) t6i khong mudn vi mot tén ngoc ng& ngan nao d6 ma toi
lai ngirng thich Where’s Fluffy. Toi can phai x6a cai ky rc vé bai hat cta Fluffy ma toi wu thich,
cai ban thanh ca tén vinh quyén ctia nguoi dong tinh “Lesbian Lap Dance”, x6a cai viécno la ky
rc cudi cung clia chung toi vé ban nhac ay, bai hat ho choi khi c6 than dong quyet dinh cam
tay Nick dé nhay diéu lap dance cta chinh ching tdi. T6i can phai quay lai cai cau lac b dang
ghét ay.

“Quay lai Ludlow,” tdi néi véi ngudri tai xé.

To6i da di qua xa voi Nick, hay van chwa xa da? Hay don gian chi la vi toi khong hip dan?
To1i 1€ ra khong nén x6a nhwng thw rdc quang cdo vitamin gitp lam nguc tron va day dan hon.
Nguc t6i 16n hon Caroline va Tris nhuwng lai phat trién theo hwong khong hop ly - qua c& va
chia sang hai bén thay vi cao va gon gang. C6 18 da dén ltc toi can tinh day va chap nhan cai sw
that rang to6i cAn phai c6 mét cudoc phau thuit thim my.

Nguoi lai xe tho dai, l3c dau, roi lam mot ci quay dau xe trai luat qua bon lan dwong ti noi
sult nay gio chung toi daira bén vé du'o'ng Ong ta vin to loa radio, c6 1& dé mong sé khong
phai nghe tiéng toi néu tdi tw nhién lai doi y dinh lan nita. Lam sao ma mot nguoi twng choi o
vi tri dw bi cho ddi bong da Kazakhstan lai tré thanh mot nguoi lai taxi ca dém gitta Manhattan
va ng01 nghe dai Z100 thay vi 1010 WINS (toan tin tirc, toan tin dang chan, luc nao cing the)
viéc toi da ludn coi Ia mot quy luat dat di bat dich cta nghe thuat bat dai trén cac xe taxi, toi
cting khong biét nita. Mdi nguoi déu c6 mot cau chuyén riéng minh.



Britney c6 16 dang hat trén kénh nhac pop; c6 ta biét the nao la chat doc[25]. Nick han phai
nghi toj la chat doc, lao vao cau ta trong phong thay d6 & mot bubi biéu dlen cua Fluffy. Cau
con chang c6 ngan toi lai khi toi roi can phong do, hay khi toi roi cu dé di vé phia cai xe taxi.
Cau tham chi con chng thém vay tay chao.

Cai xe dang phi xuong duong Bowery, rd coi khi toi gan cai cau lac bo noi dau t01 Nick da
hoi xem liéu t6i c6 muon lam ban gai ndm phut clia cau khong, roi 1am toi thich cdu, roi nhin
thidng vao toi va phat biéu cho tat ca moi nguoi nghe nhiing tw ky diéu ay - “FUCK-SHIT-
COCK” - nhiing tir ngir toi khong con sw lwa chon nao khac 1a quan 14y cau. T6i nhé da thay Lou
bién & buoi b1eu diénhere’s Fluffy, mot ltc lau sau khi ndm phut kia hét han. Lou sé& chi roi
khéi caulac b6 ciia minh dé€ cho ai d6 quan néu nhuw...

“DUNG LAI!” T6i gao lén véi nguoi lai xe dé at tiéng nhac di. T6i da t61 noi t6i can phai dén
roi. Ngwoi 1ai xe dap phanh manh dén noi choé banh quy cta tbi vang di - dung that a ay. Cu giat
manh lam goi Oreo cua toi rot xuong san xe. Cai xe durng lai, Vua ap phich Kazakhstan quay lai
va gao lén vai toi tlr phia bén kia tAim ngdn bang nhua, “THE CO MUON GI HA, CO GAI? CO SAO
VAY?”

Tal dang & bén kia duwong, xua nhitng nguoi con sét lai trong cau lac bo ra, dong clra hang
cia bac minh lai dé nghi dém. Viéc binh ‘thuong sau cac bubi dién cua anh ta, c&i 4o so mi,
ding quét via hé. T6i nhé nguc Tal, co nhoé qua, gay qua, dn chay nhiéu qua. T6i nhé khi tay toi
cham lén nguc Nick. Toi thich cham vao Nick. Cau c6 céi gi d6 c6 thé bam vao dwoc. Toéi mubn
dwoc cham vao ciu nhiéu hon nita.

T6i cling chang biét t6i bi lam sao nita, ong lai xe a. Nhung néu toi sap phai song mot cudc
doi c6 quanh va don doc, chang phai van c6 mot dleu luat con con cho phéo tbi dworc huéng
thu chidt vinh quang cudi cing? Mot tiéng goi vui vé cudi ciing?

Ba lan toi c6 ra khoi xe dé theo dudi cai nghi 1& cudi cung dy. Toi vdi 14y cai nam ctra va
dém tién trong vi. Ba lIan t6i dirng lai va lai ng6i yén.

“Cai gi nita? Co dinh ra hay c6 dinh vao?” ngwoi l1ai xe hoi.

Gan dén doan cudi bai hat Britney, toi c6 thé nghe ti€ng The Clash gao 1én trong dau,
Should I stay should [ go? T6i nén & lai hay t6i nén di?

To6i khong thé suy nghi dwoc gi véi ngin nay giong noi duoc! Toi quat lai nguoi 1ai xe,
“Lighten Up, Motherfucker.” [26] T6i ca la ngay chinh gidy phut nay Where’s Fluffy dang choi
lai bai hat phan khang deé dat dy. Nhé mit né méi tie lam sao. Loi cua Nick.

Ngay lap tirc, nguoi 1ai xe quay lai doi mat voi toi, “Cé mudn ngoi trong cai xe ngay dé
quyet dinh sé di dau cling dworc, toi chang quan tam. Dang nao ciing la tién cua co. Ong ta chi
vao dong ho cuwdc, van dang. chay Thoi gian lu6n lam t6i dién 1én. “Nhung toi s€ noi voi co diéu
toi van luén néi voi nam cd con gai cua toi khi ching hon qua. C6 dang néi chuyén véi mot
nguoi dan 6ng tir té chit khong phai mét dao dién tuyenen cho loat phim The Sopranos [27]
dau. Can than cai miéng day khong thi ra khéi xe ngay.’

“Duoc thoi,” toi noi. “Xin 16i.” T6i ca rang 6ng ta la mot 6ng bé rat ti té. Toi ca rang cac co
con gai cua ong ta ludn lam nhirng moén an truyen thong cua Kazakhstan cho 6ng ta va cau
nhau nhic 6ng ta nhé thwong xuyén di kiém tra tuyén tién liét. “Nhung it nhit 6ng ciing c6 thé



do6i dai khac dwoc khong?”

“Puoc,” ong ta noi. bai t1ep theo dang choi bai “I Fall to Pieces”[28] cua Patsy Cline. T6i
chang lJam thé nao khac ngoai khoc nac 1én. Nguoi lai xe ngoai lai dwa cho t6i mot hop khan
gidy Kleenex. “Co muon ké t6i nghe vé chuyén dé khong?”

“Con trai toan 1a mot 1t ngu,” tdi néi véi 6ng ta, sut sit lién hoi. Néu tbi c6 la mot con ngoc
dén tir hanh tinh Than Kinh thi do la boi bon con trai da bién toi thanh ra nhu thé. “Téi hy
vong dng s& khong dé ndm co6 con gai cia minh hen ho véi ho.”

“T6i sé cd,” Ong ta cuoi. “To6i s€ ¢0.”

To6i bdo nguoi lai xe tat dén pha di trong khi chung t6i dirng bén mot cai Ié dwong khac. Toi
muon nghi trudc khi quyet dinh c6 nén noi chuyén véi Tal hay khong va toi khong mudén Tal
nhén thay tbi trong cai xe nay trudc khi tbi cé du thoi gian d€ quyét dinh cudi.

Lan cubi cung tdi gap Tal clingla & cau lac b6 cua Lou, trudc khi Tal di téi kibbutz, ngay sau
khi anh ta bo trueong Columbia. Chung téi ¢ hanh lang phu sau khi mot budi dién da két thuc,
caulacbd trong trai va toi khong den, day mui bia, chat thai va khéi thudc, vwong vai chai lo va
c6c, 4o so mi va nhung thir nang lLr(rng cuong nhlet tich tu roéi bi dung dén can kiét cua man
mosh toi nay. Tal ding trwde toi - Tal qua cao, phai d&n hon mdt mét chin - va phai gip nguoi
xuong ma&i cham dwoc téi moi toi. Nu hon cia anh ta that wot at va nhép nhap. T01 da tung
ngo sy that la dung nhu thé, nhung trudec Kia, toi chang co may co hoi dé so sanh. “Noral,” Tal
thi tham, va toi chi nghe thay phan pha giong Israel, con cai tir dung dén phat mon trong von
tlr ti€ng Anh ctia anh ta - ‘cung” - lai thuong phat ra voi phin My trong giong phat am cua anh
ta. Khi t6i muoi sau tudi, giong Israel néi tir ‘Noral” cta anh ta thuc sy nghe rat hay, rat hap
dan, nhuwng khi mwoi ta thi toi nghe né véi mot cdm khac khac: né khan, né x4u xi, nhw tiéng
dom don lai tir cu6ng hong anh ta thay vi mét tiéng goi khao khat.

Ho6i d6 c6 hai anh chang gianh nhau Caroline ngoai ctra cau lac b, va Tris han luc 4y da cap
v&i Nick roi. T6i chi c6 mot minh voi Tal va chang c6 gi khac dé lam bé la chang bao lau sau
lan chia tay thit nim va dwoc coi 1a cudi cung cua chung toi, va tat ca nhitng gi toi trong cho ¢
Tal la mong anh ta im miéng lai de ching toi co thé bat dau luén. Tal thuong thich vira xem to
Forward vua tuy swong trong phong ky tic xa hon 1a lam chuyén a ay vo1i toi, cho nén cai goc sau
cau lac bo a ay hén phai la gidc mo thanh hién thuc cia anh ta - t6i & do, lam viéc do gium anh
ta, chang can dugc dap lai. Anh ta cr sung swong mac toi lam, chang them noi chuyén hay
cham vao t6i lay mot lan.

Khi ay hon toi da chét, tay toi té cirng vi xoc anh ta. Tal chang thém y kién khi tdi bé di vao
phong lam viéc ctia Lou. Anh ta biét t6i dinh di diu. An ta van thich gitt dwoc lau trwére khi
phong xuat. T6i thay chai boi tron Jergens trong van phong bac Lou. Toi da quyét sé két thic
cai toi bat dau nhung budcra khoi cai phut ay, du chi trong gidy lat, ciing van thay déi toan bo
suy nghi cua t6i. T6i nghi minh hoan toan c6 thé kiéu hanh vi sw chudn muc cia minh: toi
chang rwou che thudc 1a hay hut hit, nhung dleu do thi quan trong gi khi dem ra so véi mirc ha
gid moi ma t6i lam trugc Tal? Anh ta lam t6i son gai 0c; anh ta tham chi con chang thich toi.
T6i bang khoan - c6 phai do t6i bi lanh cdm hay don gian 13 vi gitta ching tdi chdng cé chut xtc
cam nao?

T6i dat chai Jergens lai trén ban va lén qua canh ctra sau dan ra hém de tw giai thoat ban
than. Ké tir d6 toi khong thay ‘hay nghe gi vé Tal, cho toi dém nay. C6 ta gidi néi lam, nhung khi
cdu thuwc swra dén thuc dia, cdu sé nhdn ra rdng né trong khéng. C6 1é tdi khong nén qua tirc tdi



v&i 1oi nhan xét cia Tal vé t6i khi ndy. Ding la I4n cudi cung to6i di dé lai anh ta gitra lic sw vu
con dang do.

Toi gior dang to mo khong biét Tal da quay lai thé gidi ctia toi nhu thé nao, nhung ra khéi
xe dé héi Tal Sao anh lai quay vé Manhattan? Co 1& con lang phi hon la ng01 day suy nghi trong
lac dong ho cuwérc van dang chay qua ca thoi gian 1an t1en bac cuia t6i. Sao ai do6 lai dén chon nay
w? Chi tw ngtr thoi thi khong du de tra loi. Cau héi qua 1on.

Talco vé day vi ly do gi di nira, toi ciing chac chan rang anh ta khong vé day vi toi. Neu anh
ta vé vi toi thi anh ta tham chi con ngu ngoc hon ca toi nira kia. Sao lai c6 chuyén hai nguoi dat
diém SAT gan nhu tuyét ddi lai c6 thé cé it tri thong minh dén thé khi gidi quyét chuyén ctia nh

Patsy da tan nat xong, va gio dén luot Merle Haggard giéu cot tdi qua cai radio. Bai hatla

“Always Wanting You, mot bai wa thich cta b0, noi ke bi quan, that tinh Merle than thé vé viéc

lubn mong muodn nhu'ng khong bao gio co dwoc tinh yéu, va vé viéc d6i mat véi ngay mai thi
kho khin dén thé ndo vi 6ng ta biét minh chi mudn dwoc c6 lai ngwoi dy. Chan!

Néu t6i & lai trong cai phong d6 voi Nick, co 1€ t6i da nhan ra nhimg murc d6 moi cua sw
khao khat, thir nhitng cAch méi, nhitng thir Tal chua bao gio khién tbi c6 hirng 1am. Véi toi va
Tal, n6 chi 1a Len/Xuong hoac Vao/Ra Neu Nick ghim t6i vao tuong ngay luc nay, toi sé sang
tao hon nhiéu ldc toi & véi Tal, vudt thay vi gidt, vo va lua tay vao toc, mon trén cung voi vuot
ve, hai tay thay vi mot, them ca dau mong tay cao nhe nita. Co I€ t6i sé giup Nick co them stic
sang tao cung toi luén. Khi Tris b Nick, c6 ta noi co ta biét da lam tan nat trai tim ciu, nhung
cling da giup cau mot viéc. Co ta da gwi tra Nick lai cho thé gid¢i véi nhitng ky nang ma nhiing
nguoi phu nit twong lai cua cau sé rat sot san cam on, vi cau chac chan khong c6 ching khi méi
dwoc c6 ta khai quat. Quy tha ma bat Tris va cai kién thirc Tantra cta co ta.

Ngay mai da dén roi va toi thuc sy cam nhan duoc sy cay dang pha 14n ngot ngao trong
bai hat cia Merle. T6i khong nén thé, nhung toi clr thé. Téi van mudn c6 Nick.

Lé ra t6i nén tin cau.

Mot dong nwdc mat chay xuéng ma toi da thay thé cho tia sdng vira dwoc tao ra nho bai
hat caa Pasty.

Cau that dang gheét. T6i that dang ghét.

Nhitng két thic c6 hau khéng bao gior xay ra. Merle Haggard biét diéu dd, va gio toi ciing
biét diéu do.

To6i biét mot thi té6i muon, mot thir toi cé thé c6. T6i mudn két thic tron cdi cam giac ctt
phai dau kho vi Tal. Thé nén cé 1€ toi da c6 bam lay Nick. Nhwng it nhat thi gio toi cling da biét
thém mot diéu nira. Ngoai kia ¢6 nhiéu Nick 1am.

T6i cling tat mudn an thém chut xip cai. “Bac co thé bat den cho chau l1én dwoc khong?” toi
hoi nguwoi tai Xe T6i chi cho 6ng ta quay vé phia quan an 24 gio kiéu Ukraina & East Village, cai
noi duy nhat ca Tris, Caroline va t6i cung thich. Tt Ian dau tién chiing t6i vao thanh pho mot
minh dé nghe nhac - khi chung toi da lan lwot vieot qua g10'1 han b6é me cho phep cho t&1i khi ho
chang nhing do bd ma con truc xuat vinhn hinh phat cam tuc va quy dinh vé gi¢i nghiém ra
khéi nha, vi gior chiing toi da 16m roi, chiing tdi c6 thé gay ric réi nhwng ching toi sé 6n ca thoi,



kiéu gi cha thé - ba nguoi chung toi thing thoang qua dém ngoal dlrcrng ludn, it nhat Ia nhirng
dém khong két thic bang vai tran cai va hay hu hi hay say bi ti, & quan an nay voi to xdp cai to
tuwdng va phong vé sinh sach sé. T6i ban khuang khong biét heu 0 bao gio ba ching toi lai
cung nhau t&i day Ian nita, hay cai thoi dy da qua, nhw chuyén cia t6i va Tal, ctia Nick va Tris.

“Lwa chon tot ddy,” 6ng lai xe ndi v&i téi. Ong ta ndy gior dd cham chii nhin Tal quét sdn qua
0 ctra kinh.

T6i dang dinh chop mat mot chut khi xe chay to1i east Village nhung ngurc toi lai kéu reng
reng. Quai gi thé? Toi quén mat la minh dang mac 4o ctia Nick - t6i mudn noi la 4o cta toi. Toi
lyc trong tdi a0 nguc 1ay ra mot to muoi do nhau nhi cuing cai di dong loai gap c6 dan anh Tris
ph1a trén. Toi khong nghi Nick lai 1a loai thich dung di dong, nhung roi t6i nho ra, Tris dd tang
cau mot cai vao dip Giang sinh. Khi c6 ta muén dan nhin sé hitu 1én mot cau nao do, khi c6 ta
thay vui khi & bén cau ta, c6 ta sé lam thé. Té béc anh Tris ra khdi chiéc dién thoai va dan né
1én cai ban do thanh pho bén dudi mdt sau vach ngan bang nhua, phia trén toa nha Empire
Stare, sao cho toa nha trong nhw dang gio ngon tay gitra ra vai tris.

T6i khong biét minh c6 nén tra loi dién thoai cda Nick khong. Cai tén 16e sang la “tHom.”

To6i la mot nguoi that Xau xa. T6i dé hai ké la mat mang cb ban chi em ndi kho ctia minh di.
Toi bat dau twdng twong. Thom va Scot 1a mot doi giét nguoi hang loat khong ghé tay, Teb
Bundy va Aileen Wournos ctia mot nhém punk-rock nghiép dw dén tir New Jersey. Chuyén gi sé
xay ra néu Caroline tinh ddy va tim t6i, nhu ho6i sau khi me c6 mit va bo co ra ngoai kiém mot
a chan dai tre trung hon, va Caroline sé tinh day luc nita dém, hoang s¢ va cd don, treo qua
hang rao de den nha to6i? Khong, toi khong nén lo ling lam gl. Ban niang mach bao tdi rang viéc
toi thich Nick c6 thé la sai, nhung chuyén ban cdu ta la nguoi tot thi khong thé sai dwoc. Ho sé
ché cd ta vé nha.

T6i tra 1oi. “Thom? Caroline 6n khéng day?”

Cu01 cung ciing nghe may ha!” cau ta noi. “U, co ay dang ngu. C6 ve hanh phiuc. Ci ling
bung gi d6 vé hoat hinh va Krispy Kremes ldc sang. Nhung t6i dd c6 goi Nick sudt ca tiéng qua.
Cac c6 cau khong nghe thay tiéng chudéng a? Scot va toi di nhiam duong va roi, trm, ching toi
hoi mat tap trung lic dung lai mot chut va c6 mdy cai so do cau vé chi duong trén tay toi co bi
nhoe di. Chung t6i dang & bai dau xe mot Cll‘a hang 7-Eleven. Toi chang biét ching t6i dang &
dau va lam thé ndo dé dén dwoc nha ciu nita.”

T6i ¢ ndi véi Thom, c6 dodn xem ciu ta dang & dau, nhung ciu ta cang lam t6i rdi thém,
va toi lai chang biét dau vao dau ntra. Ngum 1ai xe taxi bong phanh kit lai. Toi nght ching toi
gio dang ¢ gan St. Marks Place. “Dua toi cai do,” nguoi lai xe ndi, chi vao cai dién thoai. Toi
thich viéc 6ng ta la mot ngwoi rat tuan tha luat phap va khong dung dién thoai cta Nick khi xe
van dang chay.

T61 dua Ong ta cai di dong va 6ng néi chuyén voi Thom, tim xem cdu ta dang & dau va chi
duong cho cdu ta vé nha toi Engelwood Cliffs, roi tra lai toi cai dién thoai. “Nay, Thom lai
mudn noéi chuyén véi chau day.”

“Chao lai Ian nita,” t6i néi vao dién thoai.

T6i nghe tiéng Thom cwoi khic khich. “Viy moi chuyén thé nao ré6i? Hen ho véi Nick ra



lam sao? Cau yéu cau ta chir ha?”
“Tuyét lam. Chdng tbi sap cwdi roi.”

“That a? Téi néi chuyén véi cau ta chut dwoc khong?”

“T6i cha biét ciu ta & dau cd.” Toi dap may.

Chung to6i da t&i ctra hang an. “Bac c6 vao khong?” t6i hdi ngwoi 1ai xe. “Xdp cai va banh ran
nho6i bo chau dai.”

Ong 4y cwdi voi toi. Cac con gai cia 6ng ay han phai cé may birc anh chup chan dung gia
dinh cuc ky dep & hiéu Sears treo trong phong. “Cam on. Nhuwng t6i dang lam viéc. Phai tiép tuc
1am viéc théi. Nhung chau ctt gitt ché Kleenex di.”

To6i ldy hop khan gidy Kleenex ra khéi xe va dua cho nguoi lai xe to mot tram do, toan bd
ché tién phong truong hop khan cap bo da gidu & goc kin trong vi cua toi. T01 chi con du tién
dé dn chat gl do va di xe buyt Ve Englewood Cliffs, nén toi sé phai ludn quan & nha hang dé vai
tiéng cho tai khi xe buyt hoat déng tré lai.

Mot ba dién khung nao do dung truoc ctra nha hang, cam mot lon hat dé Chock Full o’Nuts
rong, y nhw Phu Thuy Ac xir Stank. Ba ta dao nhin t6i. Chong choc soi vao vung nguc cua toi. Co
1& ba ta biét chut {t vé nhitng thir vitamin b6 dudng kia chang? Ba ta néi véi toi, “Salvatore
dang di tim c6.”

T6i cho lai tay vao cai tdi 4o jacket dé lay to mwoi d6 nhau nhi ra. T6i b6 thi thién kiém
dwoc cta Nick vao cai lon cia mu phu thay.

“Khong, 6ng ta khong tim tdi dau,” t6i n6i chic nhw dinh déng cot.



13. Nick

Doi that bai. Nhwng bai hat thi khéng phai lic nao ciing viy.

To6i dang dirng trén 1é duong. CAm nhan tat cd moi thit, ké ca thir khong la gi. Noi t6i ton
tai, cach toi ton tai, toi la ai, thi gi khong la toi.

N6 bat dau hién dén vai toi.
on Ludlow
the world goes so slow
all the things I don’t know
closing in
on Ludlow
the sidewalk shadow
keeps pleading don’t go
but you won't hear[29]
Puwoc roéi, Nick. To hon nao.
Who will apologize
for how we are?
who will navigate when we've
gone this far?
answer me
answer this
answer all the question that

I am too afraid to ask[30]



On Ludlow

you let me know

and I let you go

and we were wrong wrong
wrong[31]

On Ludlow

there’s a shadow

that let the truth show
and we were wrong wrong
wrong[32]

Never again

is what I always say
Never again

is what I always say
Never again

is what I always say[33]
Tré lai binh thwong nao.
on Ludlow

it’s just a stone’s throw
from where we could go
to where we are

on Ludlow



find me on Ludlow

on Ludlow

find me here ...[34]
“Nay! Tuyét phét day!”

Dev vo vao lung toi va ng01 xuong canh t6i, toc von cuc lai vi mo6 hdi do nhay hang qua, mo
hoi lam 4o cau ta dinh vao ngwdi con chdt hon lic dau t6i.

“Cau khong & trong d6 xem Where’s Fluffy a?”

“Khéng. Can nghi mot chut. Cau twdng lam ca si chinh chua du tuoi dé thuwong nhat trong
mot ban nhac dong tinh'1a dé 1dm a? T6i khong thé ddi phé ndi viéc d6 sudt ngay dwoc dau,
chang trai a.”

“Randy dau?”

“Ai co?”

“Randy.”

“H&?”

“(y nhém Are you Randy dy? C4u d4, &, gip ciu ta trwdc roi con gi?”

“0! CAu mudn ndi dén Ted ay ha! May phut nita ciu ta sé ra. Muon nhay cho dén bai cudi
cung. Mau khong ?”

Cai anh tinh quai, nhu mi ay lai hién Ién trén mat Dev, thé 12 tdi gt dAu tan thanh. Thinh
thoang Dev chi c6 cai vé tinh quai, chtt khong cé chut nhu mi nao hét - d6 1a lac tdi lo lang cho
trai tim cta ciu ta. Nhung khi Dev bi con bo dam mé can, tdi biét ciu ta khong chi theo du6i
mdi sex khong.

“Thé Tris ddu ?” ciu ta

“Trong day. Sao ?”

“Khong biét nita. Twdng hai ngwoi & cing nhau chir?”
“Dev ... Bon nay chia tay dwoc gan bén tuin roi. ”

“ Chét tiét ! Suyt nita thi quén béng. Xin 16i chién hitu.”

“Khong sao.”



Ddev nhin t6i mot ldc roi vo tran.

“Tltlrda! Toi nay con cé mot em nita phai khong nhi ? Té nhin thay hai nguoi nhw kiéu ...
so soang nhau.”

“Néi thé cling duworc.”
“Nhin thiy thitma!”
«“ z = hY ”
Caigi?
“Noi roi ddy. Té c6 mu dau, va té da thiy.”
Véi Dev thi viéc d6 thuwong dwoc coi la nguén cdm hing.

Gio cau ta choang tay qua toi, xich lai gan. Cau ta thich lam thé, va toi cling chang thiy
phién phttc gi. Chang lién quan may dén giéi tinh, chi 1a dé an di nhau.

“ Kho than cau bé binh thuong dung murc cua t6i, ” cau ta noi. “ Trong mot dém thé nay
chang ai lai nén & mot minh.”

“Nhung t& da co6 ciu con gi, Dev, ” toi dap, cd gang noi dua.
“ Swthat dau phai thé. Ted s€ quay lai ngay thoi.”

“Té biét.”

“Cau biét n6 nghia la gi khong?”

“No6 nao?”

“N6, Nick a. Y nghia ctia né. ”
“Khong.”

“The Beatles.”

“The Beatles lam sao ?”
“Ho da tém dwocné.”
“Tém dwoccaigi?”

“Moi thit.”

“Cau cé y gl ddy ?”



Dev gio tay ra 4p thang vao tay t6i, da cham da, mo6 héi cham mo hoi, cham va cham. Roi
ciu ta luon qua nhirng ké ngdn tay va dan tay vao voi toi.

“Cai nay,” cau ta ndi, “ day la ly do vi sao The Beatles thanh céng. ”
“Té so la chwa hiéu dwoc dau ...”

“ Nhitng nhém nhac khac, toan la vé tinh duc. Hodc dau dén. Hoac nhiing thir hao huyén
nao do. Nhung The Beatles, ho biét minh dang lam cai gi. Cau biét Iy do vi sao The Beatles lai
c6 thé néi tiéng dén thé khong ?7

« Sao?"

o«

I wanna hold your hand.” [35]. Pia don dau tién. Tuyét voi khung khiép. C6 1€ 1a bai hat
tuyét voi khiing khi€p nhat ting duoc viét ra. Vi ho da tom dwoc nd. Tom dwgc diéu nguoi ta
can. Khong phai tinh duc cuéng nhiét 24/7. Khong phai mdt cudéc hon nhan kéo dai mot tram
nam. Khong pha1 mot cai xe Porsche ‘mot man blow job hay tup léu tranh mét triéu do la.
Khoéng. Ho chi muon nam tay ngudi yéu. Ho c6 cdm xic manh mé dén noi ho khong thé che
gidu duoc. Tt ca nhvfng dia don thanh céng trong vong nam mwoi nam tro lai day déu budc
trén con dwong cua ‘I wanna hold your hand’. Va moi dia don hat ve tinh yéu thanh cbng déu co
nhitng gidy phut tuyét khong chiu dwoc va dep khong chiu dwoc vé nhitng 1an ndm tay day. Tin
t& di. Té da nghi vé diéu nay nhiéu lam roi.”

o« rm”

I wanna hold your hand.”” t6i lap lai.
“Va cau ciling vay, ban toi. Cau cling vay.”

Cau ta glcr nhdm mat lai, ngdn tay van dan chit 1dy tay toi. Ca cach tho cua Dev cling dac
chat rock n’ roll, day phan khich va nghe rd tiéng. T6i ngd dau vao dau cau ta. Chiing tbi ngoi
do vai gidy, nhin dong nguoi qua lai.

“T6i nghi t& lam hdng chuyén réi.”
“Voi Tris?”

“Khoéng. V&i Norah. Vi Tris, thAm chi t& con chang c6 14y mot co hoi. Nhung téi nay, voi
Norah - c6 1é t& da c6 mot co hoi.”

“Thé roi thi?”
“Thé roi thi gi?”

“Thé roi thi ciu dinh lam gi tiép?”



“T& khong biét nira - hay 1a d6i?”
Dev nhic tay khéi toi va siét nhe vai toi.

“Luc gian doi cau trong cuc ky dé thwong,” cau ta bdo tdi thé, “nhung trong trudmg hop
ndy, t& nghi mot hanh dong mang tinh chi dong c6 18 sé tt hon.”

“Cau 14y cai cum tir dai ngoang ddy & dau ra th&?” tbi phai hoi.

“Cau, do ngoc, ‘If you act courageous/ It could be advantageous/ to make me act
outrageous/ all over your blank pages’[36] - ciu tuwdng t& chi biét hoc vet tir nhitng bai hat
day a?”

o «

My love ain’t hypothetically/ or pronounced for you don’t phonetically/ so it might just
be heretical/ if you don’t love me back.[37].” T6i trich dan dap lai.

Dev git dau. “Chinh xac.”

“Chung ta ki€ém cai thtr nay ¢ dau ra thé? t6i hoi. “Té mudn ndi 13, nhu'ng 10 nay tir dau ra
thé? Té ngoi day trén cai via he nay va chdng c& thé xudt hién trong dau té.”

“C6 18 ching da luén & d6 va ciu chi ciAn phai sé6ng du lau dé c6 thé hiéu dwoc ching théi.”
Dev noi.

Ai do huyt sao phia sau lung ching t6i. Dev va t6i quay dau lai, va Ted vira bwéc ra khéi
cau lac b dang ding do, téa sang nhw mot vién kim cuong dudi 4nh dén san khiu. Cau gitr
mot khodng cach rat y tit, nhung t6i c6 thé biét chic ring ciu ta dang sot rudt doi day.

“Cau c6 dinh cdm tay ciu ta khong?” téi tréu Dev.

"Troi, co chit.” Dev noi, gio da chiu dung day. “Dung hiéu lam t¢ - chiing té hoan toan chi
mudn lam qual vat hai 1u'ng t6i nay ma thoi. Nhung néu ching té lam dung cach, sé giéng nhw
12 ndm tay day.”

Ted chang thé nao nghe dwoc ching toi dang noi gi. Nhung khi Dev di vé phia ciu ta, Ted
chia 10ng ban tay ra, t6i nhin ho di xuéng phé, tay trong ‘tay. Toi khong nght ho nhdn ra, nhlrng
budc chan ho nhip véi nhau that hoan hdo. Truéc khi ré vao ngd quit, ho quay lai cling Itic va
vay tay tam biét toi.

T6i & lai mét minh. Toi quyet dinh sé kiém tra tin nhan ... va nhin ra rang toi khong chi
mat cai ao ]acket cia minh, t6i con mat ca cai dién thoai dang ghet nita. Qua nhiéu th bat can
va toi bat dau thiy buc minh. Nhung chang la gi so v&i viéc co tim mot cho goi dién thoai trén
pho Ludlow ltc ba bon gir sang. T6i phai di nguoc lai Houston mai méi thdy mot bt dién
thoai 0 goc mot quan an ngon. Cai ong nghe cdm vao c6 cam giacy nhu duoc son b&i vang ao,
con tleng quay so thi c* nhw la dén tir North Dakota viy. Ba lan quay dau tién chi la tleng tut
tat. Toi da chuin bi dién dén noi, thi hai lan sau duong day noéi dwoc va cai nat chinh am da
cho phép phong tiéng lén du to d& tbi 6 thé nghe thay tiéng két noi.

Norah tra 1oi & 1dn d6 chudng thir tu.



“Ai thé?”
T6i mudn noi 13, tdi biét co sé tra loi. Nhuwng toi ik ngiy ra.
“Nick c6 d6 khong?” cudi cung tdi cling hoi.

“Khong,” c6 noi. “Cau ta ra ngoai chién diu véi mot hiém hoa nho nho réi. CAu c6 mudén
goi vao thu thoai ctia cau ta

C nhw t6i khéng kim dworc vay. T6i lai hoan toan chim dim trong viéc tro chuyén clng co
roi.

“Cau c6 thé nhan lai gitm dwoc khong?” toi hai.
“Tdi c6 can phai l1dy buat khong? Vi néu toi phai 1y, cAu sé& cuc ky khong may man diy.”

“Khong. Cau c6 thé noi véi cau ta rang cau ta da pha hong bét moi thi khi d€ Norah di 1én
cai xe ay khong?”

C6 mot khoang lang. “Ai vay?”

“Va ciu c6 thé noi ciu ta biét toi that sw rat tin twdng rang ciu ta cudi cung da tw giai

phéng minh khéi céi c¢o Tris 4y khong?”
“Cau dang dua day ha?”

“Va cdu c6 thé chuyén loi nhan rang néu khéng c6 gan dé it ra thi néi chuyén lai véi mot
cd gai thi ngéi moét minh trén via he viét bai hat cho c6 ay cling la chwa di khong?”

Lai m6t khodng lang nira. “Ciu nghiém tic diy chix?”
“Cau dang & dau?”
“Veselka. Cau dang & dau?”

“Khéng quan trong,” t6i néi. “Toi s& dén Veselka ngay. Trong khi dy thi, liéu cau c6 thée
chuyén loi nhan cua t6i dwoc khong?”

T6i ddp may trude khi cd cé thé tra loi.






14. Noral

That bat lich sw, ddp may v6 duyén thé.

To6i khong mudn tin 1a ct dién thoai dé thuc sw da xay ra. Téi dang buén ngti dén bi 4o giac
mat roi.

D€ dé phng, toi vao nha vé sinh, hat it nwéc lanh 1én mat cho tinh téo, lay ngon tay chinh
téc sao cho bdi réi mét cach hap dan nhung khéng qua hap 'dan dén mirc trong nhuw thé t6i co
quan tam dén viéc trong né thé nao, dong thoi tho tay vao trong 4o dé chinh lai 4o nguc.
Salvatore trong khac 1am roi.

Khi t6i quay lai, ban da chat day thirc dn: bat xap cai néng hoi (ngon hon mon xap cua ba
toi, nhung toi s€ khong bao gi® néi diéu do ra trwedrc mat - ba), nita ta banh pierogi, mot it xuc
xich kielbasa. Banh bot mi blintze s€ ra ngay. T6i co thé noéi dworc gi, toi rat, rat doi, va t6i them
thit cwc. Toi c6 thé gitt chd con thira cho ba phu thiy khi ndy hay mot ngudi séng lang thang
ngoai dworng nao do.

T6i ngup ldn trong thirc dn nhw thé toi vira dwoc ra tu. T6i nghi minh da dé xdp cai rét hét
xuéng cam khi tdi cd vira nhai nhém nhoam vira ngwéc nhin Ién. Cau ta dén. Oi troi. Chan
thanh twdng nhé Merle Haggard: Nhitng diéu Ky diéu thwc sw cé thé xay ra.

T6i van ngdi ‘nguong chin ca nguoi, nhung toi cling van nhé ra, t6i da tai sinh, da quyét
dinh chac chan sé danh ca twong lai ciia minh d€ lam mot nha nhéan dao cta Lién Hop Quoc
T6i da mién nhiém véi viéc budng minh roi vao cau roi, triedrc mat téi gior chi con mot cudc doi
cd don com cdi ma thoi. C6 1& cling sé khong qua dau budn. T01 sé& khong bao gio bi bénh lay
nhiém qua duong tinh duc, toi sé khong bao gio phai lo lang vé chuyén bao cao su thung gilra
chimg nita, va chuyén thleu thon tinh duc, hay tham chi ca viéc phai nghi vé nd, mudn co no,
co gang dé c6 duoc no, tat ca sé duwa toi téi mot canh gioi hanh phuc hon nhiéu, nhu Dat lai Lat
ma ay. Thé nén moi chuyen déu sé tot dep. Ching vudng no gi. Nick cé thé ctr thw tha. Toi sé
khéng ngau nghién cau dau.

Luc dau Nick chang néi gi, cau chi ng01 Xuong phét bo' 1én mét miéng banh mi challah roi
ngau nghién an ngay, dir doi khong kem gi to1. Gitra nhitng lan nhom nhoam, cau hoi, “Cau dat
do an cho bao nhiéu ngwoi vay?” Cau uong mot hép Coca, ¢ hoi, roi lap lai nhu’ng tw cu01 cung
toi ndi véi cau ay, “ ‘Cau da dugc tu do™? Nghia 1a quai gi Vay7 Cau nodi nghe c6 vé thu han
nhwng cai nu cudi nita miéng 4y lai dwoc théu lai trén méi cau roi.

Toi quyet phai doi, nhung sw that 13, toi mudén hon cau dién cuéng. T6i khong thé tin la cau
lai & day. Toi khong thé tin 13 cau ta la1 & day. T6i mudn lam nhirng tro that hoanh trang véi
cau. Véi cau.

To6i 6 thit n6i véi vé tho 0. “Co nghia la, chiing ta gdp nhau trong nhiing hoa canh that ky
la va trai qua vai gio ky la bén nhau, nhung thé khong co nghia chi vi toi tu bién minh thanh
con ng6 ma cdu phai lam mot Chang Trai Tt va c6 t day cai tinh trang goi-la- bat-ci-cai-gi-
cling-dwoc nay tién xa hon. Gi thi gi, chuing ta tham chi con ching biét nhau va ching ta chua



bao gior dwoc gidi thiéu mot cach tir té...”

Nick ngat loi toi bang viéc chia tay ra, dinh day bo. “T6i 1a Nick,” ciu néi. “Téi qué & mot
vung dit bé nho sanh diéu dang yéu tén goi Hoboken. Where’s Flufﬂy 1a'ban nhac wu thich cda
toi cho téi t6i hom nay. T6i sang tac bai hat. Toi vira bi mot con linh dwong chau Phi da nhung
toi dang c6 gdng vuot qua. Con cau?”

T01 bat tay ciu va c6 nén cuoi hét sirc. Toi chang no cau nu cwoi nao. “Toi la Noral,” toi
noi. “Dan Englewood Cliffs khong hé sanh diéu. Toi to1 qua thi Where’s Fluffly cling 1a ban nhac
wu thich cua t6i. Toi thich nhing bai hat ty sang tac hon la cover. T6i da da mot con linh
dwong chau Phi va ciu ta da lai t01 va hién tdi dang chim trong mdt vong xody kho dau bat tan
nhwng t6i ciing dang ¢ vuot qua.”

“Chao, Noral,” cau noi.
“Chao, Nick,” toi dap lai.
“T6i c6 thé 14y cai 4o jacket khon kho ctia minh vé dwoc khong?”

“Khoéng.” T6i xtrng dang c6 phan thwdng gi dé cho viéc tir chdi cudc doi twong lai cd6 doc va
day nhirng viéc lam tot dep.

“Tai sao?”
“Vi Salvatore muén téi gitt n6.”
“Ong ta n6i v&i ciu thé a?”

“Nhung néu cai ao jacket thuc ra khong phal clra Salvatore? Néu dng ta khong co quyen
dwa né cho cau? Néu né thwc sw thudc vé ngwodi an hem sinh doi xdu xa cua ong ta,
Salamander, han ta chi théu tén Salvatore 1én 40 dé ngwoi khac twdng han ta la nguoi anh em
sinh doi tot dep ay, thé la Salamander sé dwoc tw do thwe hién nhitng tro bat chinh ciia minh?”

“Tro bat chinh dé c6 thé la gi?”
“Cau biét diy, thong tri thé gidi, nhitng thi kiéu nhw thé.”

Thong tri thé gioi la mot viec rat mét moi va cai khai niém day da sao qua roi. Nguoi ta
nén tap trung vao viéc lam mot cdng dan cé trach nhiém cla trai dat thay vi tré thanh bon
khon Ia duoc. Va Ian sau khi Samalander téi chd cau doi cai 4o jacket, cau co thé noi voi 6ng ta
nhuw thé. N6i véi 6ng ta 1a tdi va Salvatore dang bat dau lap trat tw thé gi¢i méi ctia minh. N6
du’ic goi 1a phong trao mang tén Téng C6 Thang Khon Di va hay Dé C6 Gai Pwoc Gitt Chiéc
Jacket.”

“C6 thé c6 4o phong va huy hiéu cho phong trao méi nay khong?”

“Cé thé lam. Chung t6i dang xem xet ca huy hiéu dinh trén hanh ly nita, cé 1é ca vai hop
déng quang cio vé&i Nike hay IBM nira.”



T6i khong nhan ra minh dang cwoi, hay tham chi con dang chuyen dong, cho t61 khi Nick
gat mot lon toc ru xuong mat toi va vén no ra sau tai toi, trong gidy lat toi co thé cam nhan
duoc hoi thé cdia minh trén canh tay cau. Vi gio ching toi dang bon mat nhin nhau, ¢6 1€ ¢6 ca
sw tha thit trong do, su tha thir den tir hai phia, va trong cai gidy phut a ay bung toi 16e 1én chut
hy vong thoang qua, glong vOi cam giac s¢ hai, va vi toi luén la mot ke that bai va ching bao
gior ngd ra dwoc diéu gi, toi bat ra, “Thuc ra toi cling c6 hoi biét cu roi.”

“Gi co?” cau hoi.

Con 1l thirc an da lam dau t6i mu di, lam né choang vang, khong thé phan biét duoc gitra
dong dua va noi nhiéu. “To6i nghi 1a toi cling biét cau mot chut, qua Tris. Co 4y va tdi thuc ra
cling khong thwc sw la ban, vian dé 1a ching t6i cling khong thuc sy khong phai la ban cta nhau.
Cau da lam vai cai dia nhac rat tuyét cho c6 dy, viét vai 101 nhac rat hay. Toi thurcrng dwoc xem
nhlrng thir cau tang co ay va lan nao ciing nghi: Nay, toi cling ching phién gi néu duwoc quen voi
cdu nay dau. Khong phai la toi muén theo dudi ban trai cua Tris hay gi do, va toi khong phai Ia
mot ké bam duoi, it hat toi ciing khong nghi minh nhw vdy, nhung toi doan 1a...” 0i, dang ghet
Sao khong noi that quach ra ch? Cau khong phai la nguoi duoc giai thoat - T6i méi la the. “
To6i nghi toi da coi cau la mot ngudi rat tuyét trudce ca khi toi gap cauy, du chi dva trén nhu'ng
bing chitng mang tinh tinh hudng. Vi thé dirng nghi 1a t6i s& dd vi bat cit ciu con trai nao.

Co mot khoang lang, va trong cai khang lang do6 toi ghét t4t ca I con trai, vi ho chang bao
gitr biét nodi gi cho phai. “Sao ciulai bo di?” cau hoi. Sao CAU khdng ngan téi lal'?

oc gia. Salvatore va toi bi goi di. Hoa ra la bao dong gia.” Sao

“Tinh hudng khan cap cidp qu
e ngoc dang yéu kia?

cau lai nghi la t6i bé di, ke ngoc
Thé 1a ching todi 1Am vao bé tic. Chung t6i danh ngdi a

“Cac ban cau dau?” Cuoi cung toi cling noéi dwgc sau vai cai banh pierogi. Chi dé néi gi do.
Lai thé nita. Tdi chdc chdn may cau ban cla ciu chang may choc nita sé lan dén day dé nhan lai
cau, c6 1& dé trom vai cai banh blintze cta t6i nita. Nick chac chi tim tbi dé doi cai di dong.

Nick néi, “Dev di véi Ted roi.”
“Ted?”
“Cau biét ma, Ted cia nhém Are You Randy ay?”

“Chang c6 Ted cua nhom Are You Randy nao ca! C6 Randy va mot déng cac ciu khac,
nhung khong c6 ai tén Ted hét.”

“Thé ai la Randy?” Nick hai.
“Cai ciu dang c6 ve van Caroline iy.”

“Caroline la ai?”



“Vichua, TED la ai?”
“Cai ciu Dev di voi ay!”
“Po la HUNTER. Cda nhdm Hunter Does Hunter.”

“0,” Nick néi. “Tdi hiéu rdi.” Cau vé mot cai bifu db 1én cai ké chén trén mat ban. “Dev di
voi Ted nguoi ciing la Hunter, nhtrng cau ta khong phai 1a Randy, nguoi mudn cé Caroline,
nguoi toi doan la co gai trén ghe sau cila Thom va Scot?”

T6i ddt tay 1én ban ndm chit tay cau. “DUNG!”

Gan nhw la t6i vira khiéu vii thém lan nitra véi Johnny Castle, va toi chac chan 1a dang nam
mo vi diéu nay khong thé c6 thuc dwoc, Nick khong co thuc, chuyen nay khong hé xay ra. Toi
mong la t6i sé khong tinh lai qua som. T01 véo vao dui cau dé kiém tra, va cau ngd nguoi vé
phia t6i, roi chung toi cung cuoi de dat va mat chung toi nhin nhau va mot diéu gi dé toi thay
rat tw nhién va ngot ngao sap stra xay ra & day, ngoai trtr...

Mot Con Quai Vat dirng trtrcrc ban cua chung téi, N6 chi vao toi. “T6i muon noi chuyén voi
cau. Pi vao phong t6i ngay.” Tris lu6t quanh va thang tién t&i nha vé sinh. T6i stng sot khi
thay tham chi véi dam chan téc den day cop thap thoang 16 ra trén mai dau vang anh Kim, vét
chi ké mat va son méi nhoe di nhitng cudc phiéu lwu lic t6i, mat van con mau vi mét méi, co ta
van trong rat néng bong. That chang hop ly chit nao.

T6i dung day, chi chi ngén tro vée phia Nick. Cau sé chang hiéu noi dau, nhung t6i muon
cau nay tr phim Heathers khi t6i bd cau lai dé di theo Tris: “ ‘Nhiém vu ctia mot ngudi ban
thirc sy thi khong bao gior xong dwoc’,” toi ngan nga.

“‘Chirng cudng an da c6 16 1am roi, Heather,'[38]” cau dap lai.
THANH THAN O1 binh phwong. T6i nghi t6i vira méi c6 Ian cwe khoai dau tién.

Tris dang te khi t6i di vao. Co ta chang phai la nguoi hay quan tam dén chuyén kin dao gl.

Nhung t6i van cir dong ctra lai va noi, “Cau lam cai khi gl ¢ day?” C6 ta cho toi cai cua bo di
tuyét vori nay, nhung c6 ta duong nhw van ctt cwong quyét khong cho tdi mé né ra hay thudng
thirc no.

“T6i lac mat bo va téi nghi c6 thé tim ciu & day, c6 xup cai a. Toi can tién xe vé nha. Toi
nghi 1 cau cé no to6i. Ndm muwoi do dé dé di mot cai xe ca tang nao diy vé Jersey va mot coc
Starbucks,” Cb ta lau, dirng day, mat dé bumng. “Thé tdi c6 thé c6 cht?”

Co ta diy toi sang mot bén dé ra bon rira tay.
“Sao cau lai nghi la t6i no cau nhi?”
“Cau biét day, toi tang Nick cho ciu.”

“C6 that thé khong vay?” toi hoi. Vi ching tdi can phai lam chuyén nay thit ré6 mot Ian cho



xong luon.
“That sw diy,” co ta ndi, quyét lai son moi. Toi tin c6 ta.
“T6i nghi la toi thwe sw thich ciu ta day,” t6i noi.

“CQu ta cling thich cau nita day Chi ciAn nhé& dirng dit tén con theo thang hay tén cac loai
hoa qua la dwoc. hiva véi toi day.”

“Cai gi co?” toi hoi.
C6 ta quay mat vé phia tdi. “Ciu c6 dinh dwa t6i naimdé khong day?”
“Cau khong nghi l1a Nick dang gid hon thé a?”

Ngoc qua, t6i khong dinh gia mot con nguoi. Toi chi can vé nha. Va dung than ngheo ké
kho vi toi biét cau c6 tién kin phong trwong hop khan cap glau trong cai ngan nao d4.” Co ta
nhoai nguoi vé phla toi va, lay thanh Allah con noi that day, c6 ta so toi. “Jesus, cau bu that
day! Sao ciu cr gidu no dudi may cai 4o to dung thé cht?”

Toi nghi minh da lay hét tién khan cap trong ngan bi mat dé dwa cho nguoi lai xe da cho
toi dén day roi, nhwng roi té6i nhé téi tor nam muoi do Thom dua cho lic truéc dé dua Nick di
choi gitp cau chang thoat khoi cai bong cua Tris. Cai quy riéng ay moi nhiéu lam sao. Thom va
Scot sé khong thé nao nghi rang chinh cai co linh dwong kia lai 1a ngwoi hudng loi tir phan gop
di choi cua Nick.

Toi day Tris ra va lan vao trong cai tii 4o vai flannel. T6i dwa cho Tris to nam muoi do
rum ré. “Cam on!” c6 ta ndi coc loc. Co6 quay lwng dinh di, nhwng t6i kéo cd ta lai.

“Tris?”
“Gi thé ha ng6c?”
“Cé that Ia toi bi lanh cam khong?”

Co ta tho dai, “DI nhién la cgu khong lanh cam. Ding co tin tat may thw tuyén truyén bay
ba Caroline va Tal gieo rac vao dau cau T6i da thay cdu hon Nick ldc dau toi nay roi. Trong nhuw
hai ngwoi biét phai lam gi hét roi 4y.”

“Nhung toi khong,” toi noi.
“Khong cai gi?”
“Biét minh dang lam gi.”

Tris ddo mat. Co ta di lai va chi ngon tré vao toi. “Toi s€ cho chut loi Kkhuyén, nhung dau
tién ciu phai thé cho t&i tin t6i nay va diy khong phai 1a mot - goi né la gi thi dwgc nhi - mot



cai bay dén dwong dé gai toi...”
“Bay dén duong?”

“Cau biét diy, d€ 1am t6i nghi rang minh that sw bi dién trong khi thit ra ciu da sap dat hét
nhirng tro nay.”

“Do la phim Bay ben Khi [39], Tris. Khong phai la den duwong. Nhé cai phim me t6i bat hai
ching ta xem vao lan sinh nhat thdr muoi mot siéu am dam cua t6i ch? Va khong, truéc toi
nay toi chwa bao gio gip Nick.” To6i gio tay 1am d4u thé cta doi Nit Hwéng Pao Sinh.

Puwoc réi,” Tris néi. “Toi tin ciu.”

C6 ta lay ba keo cao su ra khoi miéng dan 1én birc twong phia sau toi, dang tay day toi vé
phia do. R01 co ta ap sat vao toi, mat toi mo va ching thay c6 ta tién téi va THANH THAN Ol
mii ba, c6 ta no6i, “Hon moi trén ay " Co ta hon moi trén cua toi, nhe nhang, diu dang. “bo la
du'o'ng Moi c6 ta trwon xudng. “Do la am.” Co ta giat ra nhung tay trai cua c6 gio da ra phia
sau lung 4o t6i, 4n vao chd xwong cut. “B4t dau bang viéc m& huyét dao, nhw thé nay nay.”

Toi chang noi gi hét. Moi toi van cir tach ra, khong biét liéu bai hoc da két thic chua.

“Hoac la,” Tris noi, “cau co the thwr cai nay xem”. Dung ca hai tay , c6 kéo mat toi vé phia
trudc minh. Co ta cin mdi tré cuda toi vao gitra hai moi, roi dua ludi vao trong miéng toi, luén
vao phan gitta moi trén va loi. Toi chang bao gior dé y rang i c6 cai vung ay. Phai, toi kha 1a
chac rang t01 khong phai ngudi bi lanh cam. “boé la phan hdm,” c6 ta noi khi da xong. Co ta hay
toc xuong. “Cai mo ndi nho trong miéng cau.No la mot biém Nong. Cau c6 thé dung no voi
Nick, toi cho phep cau day. To6i khong nghi minh di ding né vé&i cau ta nén cau yén tam 1a
khong lo bi coi la bat chwéc toi dau.”

To6i dang dung twa lung vao tuong, khong biét phai néi gi hay lam gi cho phai. Gio tdi chac
chan 1a minh dang mo roi.

Tris n6i, “Hoac ciu c6 thé sdng tao mot chit. Nao nao, thir véi toi di.”

Quai gi day? Toi nghiéng dau mot goc va tua sat vao mdt cd ta. Toi ddt hai tay 1én hong c6
ta, ght 14y c6. That chdm rai, t6i hon moi trén, du(yng, cin vao moi dwdi, Am, nhung thay vi cho
ludi vao cudc, duong nhu 3 cai didu c6 ta muon, téi lai quay tré lai moi trén va nhe can né vai
cai.

Co ta giat ra. “Hon can! Ban ning tot ddy, Noral! Thay chwa? Cau khong bi lanh cam dau.
Nhung phai nh& can than véi cai dé. Chi 1am théngudi cau tin twdng. Cai rang diy sé rat nguy
hiém vé&i nguoi khéng quen day.”

“Sao cdu biét nhiéu thé?” toi hoi cd ta. Toi mudn ndi 1, toi biét c6 ta choi boi thé nao roi
nhung c6 ta con chuwa du tudi bau cit - c6 ta chwa c6 nhiéu thoi gian dén thé d€ hoc dwoc nhiéu
tri thirc thé ch.

“Chao ngoc toi c6 thé Google cac kj nang lam chuyen dy hét nhw cau néu cau muon lam
thoi. Chang c6 gi lién quan té1i tri 6¢ khoa hoc & day hét.” Co ta quay ra v¢i 1y cai ndm cira, roi



dirng lai va quay dau nhin t6i.
“Nhung Noral nay?”
“Gi?” toi thi thao.

“Hay c6 hiéu ciu ta trwdc da. Cu va ciu ta khong phai loai tinh mét dém. Cac cau toan li
nhay cam va dai loai thé. Pirng c6 di nhanh qua.’

Va co ta di.
“Tam biét, Tris!” toi thé hit ra.

Tll’ canh ctra ma, toi cd thé thay co ta luot qua ché Nick trén 16i ra clra. c6 ta ndi véi cu thé
nay, “Em da noéi voi anh rang anh sé thay cd ta ¢ mot noi nao d6 ma! Gioi 1dm! Va chdc may
man véi ngudi d6. Anh sé cAn may man day. Em gan nhw cdm thay thwong thay cho anh.”

To6i gi¢r da it thay thuong thay cho Nick. Co 1€ cau khong phai mdt ga kho téi nghiép. Toi
gior d3 hoan toan hiéu vi sao ciu lai tham hai thé.



15. Nick

Trong khi ho vao nha vé sinh cung nhau, t6i da thw co lam minh mat tap trung bang viéc
viét ra mdt ddy cac thi c6 thé té hon viéc ban gai cii cuéng nhiét 16i c6 gai hién tai 6i-co- ay-
mai-hay- ho-lam-sao di dé trd chuyén tinh cdm ban beé (hodc cii va) trong WC. T6i nghi ra may
th nay:

 Tia vung kin bang kéo lam vuon.
o Nh& mot ciu sinh vién vira ndc mudi hai cdc Jagermeistia viing kin bang kéo lam vuon.

e Nho mot cdu sinh vién vira ndc mwoi hai c6c Jagermester trong dong dit 8,6 do rich-te
tia viing kin bang kéo lam vuon.

e Nho mot ciu sinh vién vira ndc mwdi hai coc Jagermeister trong tran dong dat 8,6 do
rich-te khi c6 mot ban nhac jazz dang choi tia viing kin bang kéo lam vuon.

T6i phai dirng & day thoi. Khiing khiép qua.

That dang ngac nhién khi t6i lai tin tu*crng Tris it dén the trong khi t6i luén nhai nhai
nhitng Ioi chét luwdi dau moi vé chuyén tin twdng 1a phan thiét yéu cta tinh yéu ra sao.

Vién canh tot dep that:

Tris néi, “That day, cau ta qua tot vdi toi, va toi ludn nghi la ciu ta cé thé lam tot hon... nhw
la véi mdt c6 gai nhw cau. Va, troi a, cau ta that tuyét trén giwong.”

Canh té nhat:

Tris ndi, “Pa tirng c6 cai lan nay, bon t6i dang chuyen qua lai cac kénh, va cau ta dung lai &
Pocahontas, va thir ke tiép toi biét la cau ta hoan toan dung léu.” (Tris sé khong da dong gl dén
viéc tay cd ta ltic d6 dang dit & dau). “Va nay, ciu ta 1a mot ké rac réi 1dm, rac réi lam ay.”

Hit that sau. T6i dang hit that sau.

Binh tinh. Cai diéu, d6i véi téi, cé nghia la lai sdng tac.
Why the fuck does my fate get decied

In the ladies’ room?

Sitting tounge-tied as I deried

In the ladies’ room

Employees must wash their hands of me



In the ladies’ room
Lock the door and throw away the plea

In the ladies’ room[40]

Co 1€ day la cach toi dung dé tao do giac rang toi c6 thé diéu khién dwoc thi toi khong thé
diéu khién. Kiéu nhu, néu né chi 13 mot cau chuyén toi dang ké hay mot bai ca toi 'dang hat, thi
t6i $& rat 6n vi toi 1 ke dang tao 101 nhac. ma diéu nay khong phai 1a cach cudc séng luon dién
ra. Hay it nhat khi doi bat cong thi khong phai thé.

T6i doan diéu nhe long & day la toi thuc sw da khong thiy vui khi Tris buoc vao. Lan dau
tién trong ca khoang thoi gian dwong nhw 1 vo tan. C6 di qua canh clra va tim t6i roi thang
xuong dia nguc.

That la 1a Noral biét vé t6i trudrc ca toi biét cd dy. Co6 da ludn quay quanh Tris ma toi lai
khong hé nhan ra. Nhung t6i nghi la ban chang thé nhin thiy hanh tinh khi ban dang ngdm mat
troi. Ban da bi loa mat.

Viéc c6 biét toi lam moi thir tré nén that hon. Toi gay dwoc an tuong dau tién ma khong
biét rang minh da gay an twong dau tién. it nhat co cling da biét chut it vé toi, va gi thi gi cd
cling dang & day roi. Hy vong la sé l1au hon hai phit nira.

Nguwdoi nit phuc vu cé 1€ nghi t6i thudc dang bién thai t6i té nhit, vi toéi ck khong nglrng
nhin vao canh ctra phong vé sinh.

Cudi cung noé ciing mé&, va Tris di ra m0t minh. Va y nght dau tién cua to6i, thé véi nhom
Godspeed You Black Emperpor! [41]( Nhung Tris chang & lai du lau dé tra loi bat clr cau hoi
nao. Co lwdt qua ban, thet 1én voi toi, "Em da noi voéi anh rang anh sé thay cd ta &0 mot noinao
dé ma! Gidi lam! Va chiic may man v&i ngwoi dé. Anh sé can may man diy. Em gan nhu cam
thiy thwong thay cho anh.”

Va tit ca nhirng gi t6i c6 thé thotra la:
“Cam on.”

Nhung t6i khong néi thém gi nira. toi dé co di. T6i muon néi 13, téi khong mudn cb & lai, va
phai, diéu dé bién day thanh lan dau tién t6i khong & bén c6 ma khong hé nghi ngoi gi thém
nira vé c6. Toi tin la vai nén van héa da goi dé l1a sw tién 6.

Noral trong kha cang thang khi co quay lai ban, mdt do tng 1én, nhip tim rd rang la tang
thém mot hai ndc. D6 chac chan phai la mot cudc cai lon khing lam.

“Cau 6n khong vay?” toi hoi.

Co6 lo dang gat dau. Roi ¢ lai nhin t6i va cé vé nhuw cudc ndi chuyén cda ching toi lai duwoc
ti€p tuc. Co lai tiép tuc & bén toi.



“U,” c6 noi. “Cod Ay chi can chat tién thoi.”

“Va ciu dwa cho c6 4y thir c6 4y mudn roi chi?”

“T6i nghi ding la mot thé lwc tw nhién hoanh trang,” tdi noi.
“Chic chan roi.”

“Nhung c6 ay ctr di bién di la hon.”

Noral c6 vé hoi giat minh.

“Cai gi?” c6 hoi.

“T0i khong b1et c6 dy noi gi v&i clu, va o 1€ toi cling khong mudn b1et _Cling nhu t6i khong
muon biét tai sao ciu lai goi ché thit nhiéu nhw thé nay, hay cau ki€ém cdi 4o flannel dy & dau -
no6i vay khong cé nghia toi thdy cé gi khong hay véi chiing. Chi 1a t6i khong mudn biét may
chuyén dé thoi.”

Co nghich nghich xién mot miéng thit kielbasa va, truedc khi diat né vao miéng, hoi toi thé
nay, “Thé cau mudn biét cai gi?”

Chung ta dang lam cai quai gi & day vay?
Viéc nay c6 phai cwc ky dién roé khéng?
Liéu toi da san sang cho cudc ndi chuyén nay chwa?

“Diéu t6i muon biét,” tdi ndi, “la ciu thich bai nao nhit trong sé nhitng bai t6i lam cho
Tris.”

CO6 can mot cai. Nudt chirng. USng chut nuéc.
“P6 la diéu cdu mudbn biét a?”

“N6 c6 vé 1a mot diém khéi dau tot.”

“Noi that diy a?”

ul‘r.n

C6 tham chi con chang cin phai nghi. C6 noi ludn. “Cai bai cé tir noticing 4y. Toi chang biét
tén n6 1a gi.”

Oa. T6i muon néi 13, téi nghi c6 sé ndi tén nao d6 cha Patti Smith hay Fugazi hay Jeff



Buckery hay Where’s Fluffy. Hay tham chi mot trong s6 nhirng bai cia Bee Gees t6i da lam cho
vui. T6i khong nghi c6 lai chon cai bai toi viét 1 va hat. Tham chi tbi con chang dinh cho né
vao danh sach. Nhung mdot dém tdi qua phan khich khi dwoc & bén Tris dén noi toi thirc cho t&i
tan khi bién dém thanh bai hat. Téi ghi né vao may tinh, rdi cho né vao dia nhac téi ting c6 vao
hom sau, khong dé tén.

Tris chwa bao gio néi gi vé no véi toi.
Chwa lan nao.

“‘March Eighteenth,”” t6i noi.

“Gi co?”

“Tén bai hat 4y. Téi mudén ndi 13, n6 thuc sw cling chang c6 tén dau. Toi khong thé tin rang
caulai nhé no.”

“T6i rat thich bai day.”
“That a?” Toi phai hoi cho ro.

“That diy,” c6 ndi. Va qua giong noi cua co, toi co thé noi rang do thuc sw 1a mot cai “that
day” that. VA, trudc su ngac nhién cua toi, co chi nguoi vé _phia t6i va bt dau hat doan dlep
khuc. Khong hat to, tranh moi _nguoi trong nha hang nghe thay. Nhung nghe mot loa stereo van
nhd, hay mot cai dai trén xe 6 to trong mot dém co quanh. C6 hat tam hon cua téi lai cho toi
nghe

The way you are singing in your sleep
The way you look before you leap

The strange illusion that you kee

But I'm noticing

The way you touch turns into acrs
The way you slide into the dark

The beating of my heart

You don’t know

But I'm noticing[42]

Va toi cdm thiy thit xdc dong, thit dep. Khong phai vi thi toi da viét, ma vi né dwogc trao
lai cho toi theo cach nay. Pwoc c6 nhé 101 nhac va giai diéu. Puwoc nghe n6 ngan Ién trong giong



hat caa co.

Mat c6 do burng hét c3, nén to6i chang vO tay hay lam gi dai loai thé. Thay vi thé toi lac dau
va hy vong n6 sé truyén sy stirng sét cia minh dén vai co.

“Wow,” toi noi.

“U, d6 1a thit tdi dang nghi ddy. DU, néi that nhé, Ian dau toi nghe noé lai ding vao mot ngay
chan hay ho gi.”

“T6i khong thé tin rang ciu...”

“T6i thé la toi khong phai ké hay bam dudi hay cai gi dai loai thé. T6i thé la téi quén tat ca
nhitng bai hat khac.”

l‘Th t ?7’
“Ching ta d6i chu dé dwoc khong?”

Va toi thdy minh néi nhitng 1oi nay, “N6 thuwc su cling khéng han 1a vé Tris.” Téi nhan ra dé
la sw that.

“Caundi théla co y gi?” Noral hoi.

“Do la vé cam xuc, ciu biét c¥? CO ay lam dang trao thir cdm xuc do trong tdi, co ay goilén
nhitng cam xuc do trong toi, nhung né khong viét vé c6 dy. Ma vé nhing phan tng cua toi,
nhitng diéu ma tdéi mudén cam thay va roi tw thuyet phuc ban than rang toi thwe sy da cam thay
nhuw thé, vi toi cuc ky mong mudn duoc cdm thay nhu thé. C do gidc dy. N6 1a tinh yéu vi tdi tao
cho né 1a tinh yéu.’

Noral gat dau. “Véi Tal, d6 1a cai cach anh ta ludn néi chic ngu ngon. Nghe c6 ve ngu ngoc
khong? Pau tién la qua dlen thoai, r01 khi anh ta cho toi ngu r01 tham chi sau do khi chung toi
& bén nhau cung chim vao giadc ngd. Anh ta luén chic téi ngi ngon va lam n6 nghe giong nhw
mot 101 chuc that. C6 1€ d6 chi la loi me anh ta ndi cho anh ta nghe luc nho. Mot théi quen.
Nhung toi da nghi, bo la quan tam. P6 1a sw that. N6 c6 thé xba di rat nhidu thir khac. Cai cau
chic ngti ngon don gian ay.’

“To6i khong nghi la Tris da bao gio chdc to6i ngli ngon.”

“0, con tdi thi chic chin Tal khong goi cam hitng sang tac nhac cho tdi.”

“Té qud,” toi ndi. “Tal van v&i hau nhw tdt cd moi thit.”

Noral nghi mot thoang. “Ciu chwa bao gi¢ d€ tén Tris vao mot bai hat nao a?”

Toi di€m qua toan bd danh sach bai hat, roi lac dau.



“Sao lai khong?”
“T6i nghi la téi khong nghi dén diéu do.”

Chudéng dién thoai cia Noral reo va c6 1y né ra khoi tdi quan. C6 nhin vao man hinh va
lam bam, “Caroline.” T6i thay c6 dinh tra 1¢i, va thay minh néi thé nay, “Pung.”

“Purng?”

u[‘r-n

Lai tiéng reo nita.

“Néu chuyén khan thi sao?”

“CO Ay sé goi lai. Nay, téi mudn hai dira minh di dao mét chut.”
“Pi dao?”

Chuong reo lan thir ba.

“U’. Cau, toi va thanh phd. T6i mudn néi chuyén véi cau.”

“Cau nghiém tuc diy ch?”

“Binh thuwong thi kh6ng, nhung trong trwong hop nay thi cé.”
Chudng reo.

“Chung ta sé di dau?”

“Bat cr d4u.Md&i chi cd” - t6i nhin vao dong ho - “b6n gior sdng thébi.”
Ngung.

Yén lang.

Thu thoai.

Noral can méi dwdi.

“Pang nghi cé nén di khéng a?” toi de dat héi.

“Khong. Chi la dang nghi sé di dau thoi. Téi noi nao khong ai tim dwoc ching ta ay.”



“Nhu dai 16 Park?”

Va Noral hoi nghiéng dau, liéc mat nhin toi roi noi, “U’, nhw dai 16 Park.”

Va ro6i co thot ra mot tir ma ca ty ty nam nita toi cling khéng nghi la c6 sé thét ra:
“Midtown.”

Thatky cuc, nhung ching t6i da di tau dién ngam Con ky cuc hon, chuyen tau ching toi 1én
1a chuyén s6 6, chuyé&n tau cham khét tiéng trong tit ca cac chuyén tau cham & Manhattan.

Bon gio sang, ching tbi ding trén san ga ding hai mwoi phut - néu di bod thi ciing mat
ngan ay thoi gian tho6i - nhung toi cling chang thay phién gi chuyén cham tré dé vi chiing toi
tro chuyét suot, tir s¢ thich phim Heathers téi bo dau phong, nhlrng mon do 16t wa thich,
chuyén thinh thoang Tris ciing bSc mui, s &m anh ctia Tal vé long toc, so phan cua chi em sinh
d6i nha Olsen, so 1an ching toi thiy chuot chay trong tau dién ngam va nhirng chir cung hinh
graffiti uwu thich - nhitng th dwong nhlr chi goi gon trong mot cau chuyén nhung lai kéo dai
toi tan hai muoi phut. Roi ching toi da & trong anh den huynh quang ky la cla toa xe, x0 day
nhau mdi khi doan tau dung lai roi lai khoi hanh, binh phidm bang mat vé nhu'ng ké dau duwong
X0 chg say xin, nhitng sinh vién an mat chinh té nhw nhan vién moi gioi chirng khoan, va
nhitng hanh khéch di dém métoi cung chla s€ khong gian nay voi ching toi. Toi dang c6 mot
khoang thoi gian tuyét voi va diéu hay ho & day 1a toi c6 thé cAm nhin dwoc ngay lic no thuc
sw dang dién ra. To1 nghi Noral ciing thé. ‘Thinh thodng khi va vao nhau, chung toi lai mat vai
gidy méi tach nhau ra. Ching toi khong c6 y dung cham, nhung ciing ching c6 y dinh bo 166 mot
sw tinh co.

Chung t6i ra khoi tau dién ¢ Grand Central va di theo hwong Bac dé ra Park. N6 Vang lang
nhu to, nhitng toa nha choc troi canh phong doc su6t dai 10, nhirng nguoi linh say ngu cia thé
gidi quan trong.

“Cr nhw 1a ching ta dang & gitra hém nui dy,” Noral néi.

“Piéu lam tdi thiy la 1a sao lai c6 nhiéu tda nha van sang dén thé&. T6i mudn néi 13, co toi
hang nghin bong dén ctt sang nhw thé trong nhitng toa nha hang dém lién. Ching c6 ich chat
nao.

“C6 18 van con ngudi dang lam viéc. Kiém tra thw dién tir. Kiém vai triéu nira. Tréu ké khac
trong lic ho dang ngu.”

“Hodc c6 thé,” toi noi, “ho chi nghi la dé thé thi dep.”
Noral khit miii. “Cau ndi diing. Chac chan la thé.”
“B6 cau c6 lam viéc gin day khong?”

“Khong. Ong 4y 1a trim khu trung tam. B§ cau?”

Gio den lwot t6i khit mii. “Hién tai thi khong dwoc ai thué,” toi noi. “Hoan toan la do lwoi
c6 ging.”



“T6i xin 161.”

“Purng nghi lam gi.”

“B& me ciu van & cung nhau ch?”

“Theo cai nghia song ciing mot nha thi c6. B6 me cau?”

“Ho yéu nhau tir thoi trung hoc. Cudi duoc hai mwoi nam roi. Van hanh phuc va van lam
chuyén dé. Nhitng ké dot bién ctia tw nhién.”

Chung toi ng01 1én ria mot trong nhitng dai phun nuwéc gan dé, nhin dong xe ¢ chiéu dén
qua lai.“Thé cau hay dén day Iam a?” toi dua.

“U’. Toi biét t6i nha qué ma - tuw hoi tdi mai biét bat tau, téi da 1én vao thanh pho dé téi
Midtown. Giao du véi may ngwoi lam nha bang, nhap hoi va thau tom may ga chuyen lo sap
nhap, thau tom cac cong ty. Vo1i toi toan bo chuyén do tda ra mui tinh duc va rock 'n’ roll. Cau
c6 thé cdm thay né trong khong khi khong? Nham mit lai. CAm thay khong?”

To6i nhdm mat lai. Toi nghe tleng xe cd qua lai, khong chi trwé¢c mat ma con trén nhirng
tuyén duwong ngang doc. Toi nghe tiéng nhitng toa nha ngap vao khoang khong. Toi nghe nhip
dap trai tim minh.T6i c6 cai do twong thoang chéc la co sé ngd vé phia t6i va hon toi lan nira.
Nhung thoi gian tréi qua du lau dé toi biét diéu d6 sé khong xay ra. Khi tdi md mat ra, toi thay
c6 dang nhin minh.

“Cau dé thuwong lam 4y. cau c6 biét thé khong?” ¢ ndi.

Toi chang biét phai dap lai the nao. Thé la noi ctt treo lo litng trong khong khi, cho téi khi
cudi cung toi ciing ndi, “Cau noi thé chi dé toéi cdi d6 ra réi nhay mda trong dai phun nwéc
thoi.”

“Toi dé bi nhin ra thé co a? Ghét that!” Nét mat c6 trong that khé hiéu, nhung toi khong
nghi né lai la mot cau dé chit nao.

“Thay vi thé thi ching ta c6 thé dot nhap vao nha tho Thanh Patrick,” toi goi y.
“Cau van c6oi do6 ch?”
“T6i phai di tat chix. Cau c6 biét loai nguwdi gi méi cham chan vao noi dé khéng?”

“T6i_sé& phai néi khong véi vu nha tho. Chua gi t6i da thiy cai tit bao thé nay: ‘CON GAI
GIAM POC PIA HAT BI PHAT HIEN CHO'T TRO HU HONG TRONG NHA THO THANH PATRICK.
“Chiing toi da nghi cé bé Ia mot c6 Do Thdi dé thuong,” hang x6m néi.”

“Cau la nguoi Do Thai a?” téi hoi.



Noral nhin t6i nhw thé t6i vira hoi cd 1a c6 phai c6 la con gai hay khong vay.
“Dinhién toi la ngwoi Do Thai.”

“Thé ngwdi Do Thai thi thé nao?” t6i

“Cau dang dua toi day a?”

Troéng toi giong dang duia véi cd sao?

“Khong,” toi néi. “That dy. N6 nhw thé nao vay?”

“T6i khong biét. N6 chi don gian la thé théi. Khé ma néi ré 1a thé nao.”
“U'm, thé diéu ciu thich nhat khi 1am ngudi Do Thai 1a gi?”

“Chang han nhw c6 t&i tAm ngay 1&é Hanukkah?”

“Chic chan roi, néu chuyén dé c6 y nghia gi d6 véi cau.”

“T4t cA nhitng chuyén thuc sw c6 y nghia véi toi 14 hoi bé toi cling ching miy tdi néu
khong co6 cay thong Noel.”

“Thé nhirng chuyén thuc sw thich thi la gi?” t6i hoi. Téi thwe sw mudén biét nhiéu hon nira.
“Nhitng chuyén thuc su thich?”
“U. Thit xem nao.”

C6 nghi thoang. “C6 mot diém & dao Do Thai khién t6i cam thiy thwc sw thich thd. Vé mét
quan diém thoi, tdi muén néi thé. N6 dwoc goi la tikkun olam.”

“Tikkun olam,” toi lap lai.

“Pung roi. Vé co ban, n6 1a thé gi¢i da bi v® ra thanh hang tram manh. Tat ca nhitng thix
hon loan, nhitng thir hon don nay. Va nhiém vu cua ching ta - nhiém vu cua tat ca moi nguoi -
1a ¢6 gang ghép nhitng manh v& dé lai véi nhau. P& 1lam moi thit lai ven nguyén.”

“Va ciu tinh diéu do a?” t6i héi. Khong phai phan doi gi. Chi 1a mot cAu hdi don thuin.

C6 nhin vai, roi bac bé cai nhing vai dy bang sy dam chiéu trong anh mat. “Toi nght 1a t6i
c6 tin. T6i mudn ndi 13, téi khong thé biét thé gioi 1am sao lai vé ra. Va toi khong biét liéu co
Thuong dé nao cé thé giup ching ta han gan no lai. Nhung cai sy thuc la thé gioi dd vo - toi
hoa toan tin diy. Cx nhin quanh ma xem. Ctr hang phut - ctr hang gidy, c6 hang triéu thi co thé
lam cau thay lo lang bdt an. Thé gioi cua chung ta - cdu ¢ thay ching ta ngay cang tan vo
khong? Toi cang lon hon, thé gioi cang thém rac réi. Cang thém phitc tap. Cang thém roi ram.
CAu nghi rang moi thi sé tré nén tét dep hon. Nhitng manh v - ching & nhiéu noi. Va khong ai



biét phai lam gi vo1i chung. Toi thay minh ctr dang co niu git Nick a. Cu co hiéu cam giac do
khong? Cai cam giac khi cau chi muon dat moi thir vao ding ché cta no, khong phai chi vi lam
thé la ding ché ctia né, khong phai chi vi 1am thé 1a ding, ma con vi digu dé co nghia la ching
ta van con c6 thé lam du'oc nhirng viéc nhw viy? Té6i muodn tin vao diéu do.”

“Thé ciu c6 thuc s nghi la moi thir dang ngay cang toi té khéng?” toi héi. “T6i mudn ndi
la, chang phai ching ta dang gidu c6 hon hai muoi nam trwdc day sau? Hay 1a mot tram nim
trwde ay?”

“Chung ta giau c6 hon. Nhuwng t6i khong biét thé gidi c6 giau c6 hon khong. Téi khong biét
hai thir d6 c6 phai la mét khong.”

“Cau noi dung,” toi noi.

“Gi co?”

“Nhung chang ai lai n6i moi cu ‘Ciu néi dung’ thé ca.”
“That 37"

“That ddy.”

C6 nga vao t6i thém mot chat. Khong phai do v6 y. Nhung thé nao do van lam t6i c6 cam
glac la do ch1 dovoy - chung toi &  day, trong dém nay. Nhu the dang doc y nghi cua tdi, co ndbi,
“T6i rat cam kich.” R6i dau co nga vao vai toi, va tat ca nhiing gi toi co thé nghi ra la c6 mdi
hop voi cho day lam sao. Toi ngudrc nhin 1én, c6 tim bau troi gitta nhiing toa nha, c6 tim it nhat
mot vét sao sang. Khi toi thay minh khong thé, t6i nham mat lai va co tao ra nhitng thit ctia
chinh tai, thay nhe nguoi vl Noral gio khong doc y nghi cua t6i, vi toi chang biét minh sé& phan
tng thé nao néu lai c6 ai dé biét toi | dang lam nhu'ng chuyén nhu thé. Khi chung toi ng01 gitra
cai thanh phé yén ldng nay, chang yén lang bang tiéng 6n anh sang, tAm tri t6i troi di vai phut,
nghi vé nhirng gi c6 da noi.

ROi t6i chot nghi.
“Cé 1é chung ta la nhirng manh v&,” téi noi.

bau Noral I khong hé roi khéi canh tay toi. “Gi co?” ¢6 hdi. T6i c6 thé nghe giong cd ma doan
dwoc 1a mit ¢6 van nham.

“Colela thé,” t6i nhe nhang noi. “Vé nhitng chuyén cau néi lic ndy dy. Thé gioi bi vo. Co 1€
nhiém vu cuda chung ta khong phai 13 di tim cdc manh vé& va xép chung lai cung nhau. C6 18
chung ta 1a nhitng manh vé.

Co khong tra 101, nhung toi tin chacla co dang lang nghe rat cham chu. To6i c6 cam giac nhu
minh [an dau tién hidu dwoc mét diéu gi do, du toi van con chwa thwe sy hiéu dwoc nd la céi gi.

“Co 1&”, toi ndi, “nhiém vu ctia chung ta la di cung nhau. P6 1a cadch chiing ta ngan viéc do
~ )

VO.



Tikkun olam.



16. Noral

Nick va t6i lai yén lang nhung t61 khong nghi d¢ la ki€u yén lang lam nguoi ta thdy khong
thoai mai. To6i nghl binh minh dang dén va cam giac yén ldng ctia chiing toi ciing nhleu nhu
cam giac hung phan, va khi thir Bay chuyen dan sang Chu nhat, nhin bau troi qua hém nui nay
mai tuyét lam sao, mau xam am dam cung mau vang nhot nhat hién lén tr anh den thanh pho,
trong khi ngoai kia nhing nguoi lam ngan hang hay thu ky ding hut thudc bén ngoai toa nha
khi nhitng chiéc xe cong cu Lincoln do bén 1é duong, cho cho nhitng nguoi lam viéc qua dém
vé nha. Nhirng con dong chau gidng cua the gioi tai chinh nay chang co vé gi la déy hay quan
tdm dén viéc thoi gian co thé dung lai bat ctr lic nao, sao ho khong tuan theo 161 day ‘vao ngay
thir Bay cac con nén nghi ngoi’? It nhat cling nén di ra dwong ma tan hudng cudc sdng chir. Nhu
toi bay gio, dang quan sat ho.

Nhung t6i qua mong mudn dugc biét thém vé Nick dén ndi toi khong thé chiu dwoc sy yén
lang nay, du no co la mot sy yén lang de chiu di nira. C6 1€ cach de blet thém Ve caula cho cau
biét thém veé toi. Thé 12 t6i ndi véi cau, “Toi ki€ém cai 4o flannel ndy & trong cita hang quan ao
nam & marshalls.”

“Me toi rat thich ctra hang dd,” ciu ndi.
“Me cdu rat sanh day.”
T6i doi. Liéu cu c6 ndi tdi biét thém chit gi vé me minh khong?

Trong tam tri toi tua lai nhitng thong tin thu thap dwoc ti cau tr dém qua toi gio, miéng
toi lai noi ra nhirng 101 that ngu ngoc vé Marshalls vi dAu toi van con dang lan quan véi nhin
tir Nick néi vé tikkun olam: C6 1é nhiém vu ctia chiing ta khdng phai la di tim cdc manh vé va xép
chiing lai cting nhau. C6 Ié chiing ta la nhitng mdnh veé.

Vi t6i dang c6 sap xép lai cadc manh xép hinh tao nén Nick. Thir diém qua mot chut nhé.
Chang trai punk ding muc vira séng sOt sau cudc tinh kéo dai sau thang vaoi Trls Tay bass
trong mot ban nhac rat nhu'ng thanh vién dong tinh, mot nha soan nhac day trién vong. Co thé
c6 nhitng suy nghl kha sau sic (it nhat cling 1a d6i véi mot nguoi khong phai la ngudoi Do Thai)
trong nhitng van de lién quan téi tikkun olam. Va cau hon moi gioi lam sao. Do 1a ke da noi
KHONG v6&i mot man sex khong-rang-budc dwgec mot co gai méi ngu ngoc moi tham gia trong
mot cai phong thay do gitra budi dién cua Where’s Fluffy vai tiéng truér, nhung khong hiéu
sao lai xuat hién & tan Velseka dé gdp cod dy sau d6 (mot hanh dong moi ti té lam sao); nhung
roi cau lai ching c6 y gi véi cb ta trén cai chuyen tau s6 6 noi ma ca co hoi lan tAm trang déu
rat hop nhau khi anh dén thi m¢ con tau thi lac lw day nguoi ho lai gdn véi nhau. Toi phai lam
gl v&i cai cau nay day?

Khi toi tua dau vao tay Nick, toi co the ngui mui cdu that gan va that riéng, khong bi am
mui bia va khéi thudc trong cau lac bo: cau c6 mui thoang thoang nhu nwéc hoa cao rau, hoic
nhuw vira di mat xa hwong liéu trudc khi budi t6i nay bat dau - mot mui huwong qua quy phal SO
voi mot cau chang punk. Mui nguoi cau lam nhitng manh ghep trong tam tri téi quay lai voi
nhau, dé cudi cling ciing dan hiéu cau thém mot cht.



T6i c6 1é sé phai trich lai 101 cia Randy cia nhém Are you Randy?
Cau Nick nay khong thé nao 1a con trai mot tram phan tram dwoc.

Nhu thé dé chirng to sy ngo vue cua toi, Nick 13y it Chapstick tur tai quan bo va quét quét
1én moi. T6i Ia fan cudng cuia Blistex, nén cai sap duéng moi dé6 khong lam toi bat ngd; ma Ia
cai hwong anh dao kia co.

Néu cau thuc suw lai dong tinh, t6i sé tirc dién mat. Tat ca nhiing nguoi tot déu thé ca! Toi
s& khong c6 cach nao khac ngoai viéc coi chuyén ddy 1a nham thang vao minh. Viéc mit Nick
vao tay phe dong tinh han s&1a mot ci sdc 16mn, twong tu nhu viéc mat vao tay ho Scottie “not-
at-all” Gross (Scottie khong- hé Tho Thlen) nguoi toi da dau twndm nam chan tron hoc truong
Cht nhit tham thuong trom nho va c6 thé la nguoi da co dwge nu hon dau tién cta t cai ga
Ethan Weiner ngu ngoc dang ghét ay khong nhay vao gianh 1y Scotti trwdc, hay nhw mat di
anh chang dang yéu quyén rii George Micheal, than tuong Behind the Music tu-bi-kich-toi-ctru-
roi toi thuong cua toi, nguoi ma néu o trong mot hé gioi cong bing va tét dep c6 18 da 1a ngudi
dan 6ng lén cua toi - trai nghiém Lolita bi mat ctia to6i. THAT QUA BAT CONG!

Nhung ma. C6 I€ cai chan doan don gian dong tinh hay khong dong tinh 1a mé6t sai [am. C6 1é
chi c6 bdn ndng gidi tinh 1a c6 ton tai, va né rat linh hoat va  khong thé doan trudc, nhw mot
dién vién xiéc, nguoi toi tung mudn tré thanh, va nay, dé c6 thé 1a mot kha nang dang theo
dudi thi gio day toi da lam hong bét co hoi nhap hoc dai hoc con vu klbbutz thi gi¢ chic chin
sé chang xay ra. T6i thich mém déo va linh hoat nhw mot dién vién xiéc hon. C6 1é Tris ltc nao
do s€ dén rap xem toi bleu dién va t6i c6 thé hiéu thém chut chdt vé nhitng ki ning tan tinh
thanh vién cac ban nhac cua co ta.

Ban ning gidi tinh cha Nick c6 nam tai (nam &? - sao ciling dworc, thé ca), diu cling duorc,
diéu quan trong la: Cau Nick nay qua tuyét de co thé thuc su dang ton tai. Cau viét nhirng bai
hat tuyét voi. Cau cuc ky dé thuong. Cau qua sirc thong minh. Va khung khiép nhay cam. Cau
cho t6i nhiéu phleu Tuu va béi réi trong ) mot dém hon ca doi toi cong lai. Tim toi lai nhoi 1én,
50, vi gio t6i mudn blet TAT CA MOI THU vé cau. Cau cang cho toi nh1eu toi cang muon nhleu
hon. Toi muon biét vé nhiing du dinh tuong lai clia cAu, vé gia dinh clia ciu, ndi budn cta cau,
tat ca nhitng th& tinh cdm swét mwdt ay.

T61 ban khodn khong biét cu c6 cung chia se voi toi rang bai “Hideous Becomes You” cua
Fluffy 1a ban tinh ca tuyét voi nhat va liéu cau ta co khi nao hat bai 3 ay cho t6i nghe? Vi toi da
hat bai hat ciu viét cho ciu nghe r6i ma, toi con ké ciu nghe ve tikkun olam nira, nghe thi c6 vé
rat bang quo nhung né thuc su thiéng lleng va rat cé y nghia doi vai toi, va toi dang nght hay
la chiing t6i s€ dat tén con trai dau long la Salvatore, do khong phai 1a tén mot loai qua hay mot
thang trong ndm, va rat nhiéu ngudi khong phai 100% binh thudng gidi tinh ciing dit tén do,
dung khong?

biéu dang quan tam hon: néu toi khong nhanh chéng tat nguon ndo, tri twong tuwong cua
toi sé di qua xa toi nhitng viéc co thé xay ra gitra t6i v&i cai ciu nay, chang c6 gi lai c6 thé ct &
nguyén tai hién thuec ca.

Nick noi dung, chi em sinh doi nha Olsen ding la co m01 day lién hé cung nwong tua vao
nhau dang lo ngai. Du vay t6i cling hiéu va thong cam v&i mdy chi géi do, téi thuc sw hiéu. Toi
mudén hiéu vé Nick that nhiéu, nhung to6i ciing muon danh chut thoi gian nghi dé néi véi
Caroline vé ciu ta. Néu Carohne c6 & day, chung toi c6 thé mo xé Nick qua kich ban Thir Duoc
Goi La Poi Téi/ Nhivng gidy phut that Jordan Catalano.



Rayanne: T¢ nght la cau ta ciling phan nao thich dau day chac chdn thé. Té¢ mudn noi 13,
trong dau cau ta con cé nhiéu thir khac nita, nhung ciu ta cé thich cau.

Angela: Nhung cai phan do khong cong bang chut nao. Té chang c6 cai gi trong dau nira
hét. Sao lai c6 chuyén to thi ng01 mot choé phén tich ciu ta tirng li tirng ti dwdi kinh hién vi, con
ciu ta lai c6 nhitng thi khac nira trong dau.

Rickie: That la siu sac.

T6i nghi minh cé thé ng6i diy néi cai Pai 16 Park nay va noéi chuyén véi ciu cd dém. Trong
khi thoi ghét Midtown va dac biét ghét viing East Side.

Lay thanh than, du toi co tim hi€u thém gi vé cai ciu Nick ndy & diu di nita thi chac chin
cling khong phai lai ti€p tuc & noi ndy. Ching téi 1a hai dra nhéc nha qué dang theo dubi mot
tha vui binh thuzcmg nhwng hién nhién ching t6i da bi lAm tuong 1a cac phan ti khing bo.
Nhiing nhan vién bao vé da di ra ngoai dé lha chung toi di - t&i bat ci dau trir cai dai phun
nuwéc truede toa nha cia ho.

Chung t6i dung day va dl - sang hudng Tay. C6 khi Nick cling dang co tim hleu vé cic manh
v cua toi ay nhi? Cdu ndéi, “B6 ciu lam giam d6c mot hang thu am bao quat ca khu trung tam.
Co6 ly do nao lam cau khong noi tén 6ng ay cho tdi biét khong? Lidu tdi cé dwoc biét 6ng ay la ai
khong?”

“Cau sé biét,” toi noéi véi cau. Toi can pha1 xem xem thai do cta Nick thé nao trwée khi toi
nhanra rang cau lam quen véi toi chi dé co6 thé giti tuén vao mot ban thu thir. T6i lai chi dau tw
tinh cdm qua mrc ma thai.

Cau dirng chu dé tén tudi, cdm on nhiéu 1dm. “Chic cau dwoc gip nhiéu ngudi ndi tiéng
13m nhi.”

“Hoi toi con nho thi c6 1é thé,” toi noi. “Chung t6i su6t ngay t&i nhac hoi va cac bu01 biéu
dién 4m nhac. Ca doi toi chi s6ng & mot ngodi nha tai Englewood Cliffs, nhu'ng toi cam thay
minh nhu ciing l6n 1én ¢ Nashville, Memphis, New Orleans Chicago, Seattle - bAt ct noi nao co
nhitng diém nong am nhac, cau hiéu ch&? T6i kha may man, ca do1i toi da cung bo gap rat nhiéu
nghé si vi dai, mot vai nguoi da tré thanh huyen thoai. Nhung vai nam trugc day t6i dd nhan ta
mot diéu: khong biét ho thi tot hon. Vi néu toi khong biét ho, tdi c6 thé van thich nhac cua ho
ma khong biét t&i nhu*ng doi hoi qua quat - hay 16i s6ng vo trach nhiém clia ho, tbi thich nhwng
bai hat dinh cao cta ho cho t&i khi t6i biét rdang ca si chinh cua ho di lam doi b toi tré nén
khén nan valaly do bé t6i bé 1& cudc thi danh van ma toi tham gia, dai loai thé.”

“Dé 1a ly do tai sao toi lai thich Where’s Fluffy dén vay. Ho khong giong thé, khong di cai
hanh trinh ngéi sao iy.”



“Cling c6 thé ho sé di. T6i hy vong t6i khong lam cau v& mong, Nick a, nhung Lars L. la mot
ké hoan toan chang ra gi, Owen O. 1a mot tén nghién rwou khung khlep, va Evan E. chi la mot
thang dién. Toi biét - bo tbi da co ky hop dong véi ho. Nhung Fluffy sang tac nhitng bai hat
tuyét vori, soan nhitng ban nhac tuyét hay. P6 méi la diéu quan trong, ding khong?”

Nick nghich ngom day vai toi mot cai/. “Cau khong he lam t6i v mong dau. Cau khong the
nhin vao mdt ban nhac ma khong biét diéu dé. Téi mudn néi 13, cau da nghe 161 bai hat ctia
‘High is Better thn Low chwa? [43]. Chic chin 1a n6 khong néi veé tinh yéu gidy cao gét hidu
Manolos cua Evan E.”

Troi, Nick biét ca tén giay hang hiéu. Dau hiéu khong hay roi.

Nick noi thém, “Nhung do khong phai 1a Iy do lam t6i thich nhac punk. Ty ban than no co
sw hai huéc riéng, né khong gia ver lam thir khong phai 1a né. N6 1a sw néi loan hoanh trang cé
hoi huéng heavy metal, nhung cé tri tué.”

Hoi phuc t6t day.
“C6 mudén biét khat khao tham kin cda t6i khéng?” téi tréu.

Nick quay vé _phia t6i va nhuwéng mot bén 16ng may, nhu mot ng6i sao dién anh thoi xua.
Toi kha chiacla ciu ta khong tia hay xam 16ng may nhung cau thll’C sw co hang 16ng may dep
dén dang ngo. Hay c6 18 1a toi chi nghi qua théi. “Di nhién 1a tdi mudn biét chit,” cau noi.

“Toi chang c6 tai viét nhac hay cai gi dai loai thé, nhung tdi mudn l1a nguwoi dat tén cho cac
bai hat, dic biét 1a nhitng bai nhac dong qué.”

“Tén hay nhat ciu nghi ra la gi?

“‘You Stole My Heart and Left It for Roadkill’.”[44] t6i n6i vé&i cau. “Nao, thoai mai nghi ra
1oi nao dé di.”

Tén bai hat wa thich ctia t6i do md6t nha dat té loi bai hat chinh théng dat cho la
“Something About What Happens When We Talk [45]" ctia Lucinda Williams, bai hat bs va me
van hay diu ddt khiéu vii voi nhau moi dip ky niém (bu01 hen dau, nu hén dau lan dirng-nai-
thang-ra dau, dinh hon, cui, van van - vang, ho ky niém tat), du ho da qua gia va nén chin chan
hon. Toi gio dang nghi vé bal hat do, vi néi chuyén véi Nick that 1a dé chiu. Toi pha1 c6 kKim nén
moi ban nang bam dudi cua minh dé khong hat cho Nick nghe nhw 1o bai hat ctia Lucinda,
Conversatzon with you is like a drug [46]. V61 Tal, viéc ndi chuyén luén duwoc dat trén hai chlen
tuyen va chi c6 mot bén thuc sw néi thoi. Téi thich viéc Tal it nhat ciing néi chiic ngii ngon, va
ngoai viéc tiéc tung ra anh-ta ciing c6 quan tam dén vai thir khac, nhung c6 gi d6 trong nhiing
cudc noi chuyén giita Tal va t6i khién toi thdy gi6ng nhw anh ta dang doc tuyén ngo6n con toi
chi ngdi nghe.

Khi chung t6i toi dai 16 Bay, ca hai cung dong loat quay sang hudng Nam, va t6i nhan ra
Nick va toi chwa bao gio ban xem ching toi sé di dau sau di 10 Park Glong y nhu ltic ching to6i
nam chat tay nhau trong cdu lac bo va t6i dan ciu ta len qua dam dong toi cho ) phong thay do.
Thé nao d6 chung tbi da lai & cung nhau. Quang truong Thoi Dai gio dang moi goi ching toi
véi toan bd sw huy hoang clia né. Thé nao dé thé gidi cua chiing toi lai tran day nhitng co hoi
va kha nang.



bién thoai cua toi lai reo va hién chit Daddy-0 va t6i phai nghe, d6 1a luat cho nhiing lan
choi toi thau dém. “Cau cé phién khong" t6i hdi Nick. Lic ndy khi khong tra loi dién thoai cta
Caroline chi vi Nick bao dirng lam thé t6i da thay kha té.

“Clr tw nhién,” Ian nay cdu néi, ct nhw gio cau da hiéu khong cudc goi nao c6 thé kéo t6i ra
khéi cau dém nay. Téi dirng dwéi mai hién mot toa nha trong khi Nick dirng Iui vé phia vé
duong dé toi dwoc tw nhién, tdi thwe sw chang can cau lam vay, nhung van danh gia rat cao ct
chi d6, du toi khong chic duoc 1a nhitng hanh dong diing muc dit cdu & mirc ndo trén cai can
can gidit

“Chao bo,” toi ndi vao trong cai dién thoai.

Gio toi dang dung gitra ngd tw cua thé gidi, 1ap lanh 4nh dén neon doe trang va den taxi
vang, ndo nhiét voi vo s6 hoat dong va day kich thich voi tiéng nhac va giong néi con nguoi,
nguy hiém va phan khich, nhung nghe glong néi clia bo, toi lai thay minh nhw hoi mé&i Ién nam
va lam c6 cong chiia nho duoc dwa di ngu. “Con 6 on chtt, con yéu? B6 vira déon mot doi tap nham
gdém hai ciu choi nhac cing mot c6 Caroline say xin, nhlrng khéng c6 Norah nao hét.”

“Con 0n, b6 a. Co khi con rat tuyét nira y chi!”
“Con c6 dinh néi cho bo biét tén ciu ta khong?”
“Khong?”

“Con c6 dinh vé nha ngay khong?”

“Khong.”

Ong thé dai. “Can than day nhé.” Toi nghi bo khong biét t6i dang dirng gitra quang truong
Thoi Dai lac tang sang véi mot cdu con trai téi méi chi vira biét dwoc vai t1eng dong ho thi
hon. “Me va bo sé cham cho Caroline. Me gir dang lam tring ran cho Thom va Scot. Nhitng dira
tré dang yéu.”

“B6?”

“Gi co?”

“Con nghi con d3 sai khi tir chéi treong Brown.”
“Thata.”

“Gir con khong biét minh phai lam gi nira. Chuyén vo1i Tal, b6 me va Caroline da dung, con
s& khong lam nhitng chuyén nhuw thé nita. Nhung gio con khéng biét minh phai lam gi.

“B0 sé noi cho con biét con co thé lam dwoc gi. Vao treong Brown ndm sau nheé. Sang nay
luc con di 6ng gia cua con da 14y cai don bo trwedng Brown ctia con ra khéi hom thu roi. Ong ta
da thay thé n6 bang mot cai don ddng y cung chi phiéu dit coc nita.”



T6i nén biét on nhwng lai td vé tirc gian. “BO CHANG CO QUYEN GI LAM THE! BO GAN NHU
MOT SU* XAM PHAM QUYEN RIENG TU! VA LUC THU CUA NGU'O'l KHAC LA PHAM LUAT LIEN
BANG DAY!

BO cwori khiic khich. “That té qua nhi. Pirng vé mudn qua day.”
R6i bd gac may.

Co 1€ bo toi ding la mot ga hippy lai doanh nhan, nhwng téi thuc sw yéu ong ldo iy.

T6i khong thé nghi vé nhing viéc b6 da lam vi bau troi dot nhién mé ra va mwa nhuw trut
nwoc, nhung Nick dang lam gi thé kia? Cau dang nhay cudng Ién chd I& dwong, hai tay dang ra,
mat ngudc lén dé hirng mwa. That la vui.

T6i khong ndi véi Nick 1a cudc goi cua toi da két thuc. Toi ctr dirng do nhin cdu. T lic toi
nhin Nick, t6i da thdy tran day cdm hing cla bai hat ma nhém Smiths choi lic & Camera
Obscura, cai doan Morrisey hat vé what she asked of me/ at the end of the day/ Caligula would
have blushed[47] Toi khong quan tdm dén viéc minh c6 quan tAm gl dén chuyén dao sau xem
Nick dong tinh hay khong dong tinh hay gitra giira. T61 chi nghi 1a t6i mudn ra ngoai kia tam
mua v6i cai ngwoi nay. T6i muodn nam canh ciu trong bong toi, ngam cau tho, ngam cau ngu va
bin khoin khong biét cau mo vé diéu gi nhitng ciing khong cam thay tdi néu cdu khong mo
thay minh.

T6i khong biét liéu Nick va t6i sé la ban hay ngudi yéu hay liéu cau c6 bao gio tré thanh
Will con t6i tré thanh Grace - mot diéu that dang that vong va bubn té - nhung du Nick va toi
c6 tré thanh cai gi clia nahu di nita, n6 khong thé 1a - né chac chin sé khong la - thir gi dé chi
thoang qua mét dém.

Toi biét diéu do.



17. Nick

Hat trong mua. T6i hat trong mua. Va d6 1a mot cam giac that thia vi! Mot con mua rao bat
chot va t6i ctr tha minh vao né. Vi ban con cé the 1am duoc gi khac nira? Chay di tim cho tra? Ré
1én hay chiri thé? ' Khéng - khi troi mua ban cir dé trori mua di, ¢ cwdi nhw mot nguoi dién va
khiéu vii cung no, vi néu ban c6 thé 1am ban than minh du'o'c hanh phuc trong mua, thi ban
cling c6 rit nhigu kha nang lam dwoc thé trong doi that. Khi giot mwa dau tién roi xuéng, cd
van con noi chuyén dién thoai va t6i ctr nhin c6 noi, co thye sy Ia mot sinh vat phic tap dén
dang ngac nhién, cing mot 1uc c6 bao nhiéu la biéu h1en trén nét mat - gdo 1én gian dir tron
khi r6 rang la rat vui, réi gia vo van nghe trong khi thuc sy dang nhin t6i trong mua. Rbi cd bo
dién thoai lai vao tui o Salvatore va di vé phia toi. Toi chang hiéu vi sao ta lai néi bau troi me
ra khi d6 mwa nhi - ctt nhula bau troi da kim nén mai cho toi tan gidy phut nay, va roi giolaluc
nod xa ra. Va toi nhin c6 va c6 nhin téi va ct nhuw 1a tat ca moi thir cung mo ra hét thay. T6i cdm
nhan duoc sy thanh than va vé dep cua c9, cai cach c6 he miéng ma khong chac minh c6 nén
mim cuoi. Chung toi dang & bén ria quang truong Thoi Dai voi nhitng ngon den hiéu lap lanh
va chung toi dang du dwa khi bau tréi mé ra va toi kéo ¢ lai 1am ban nhay cua minh va co dong
y. Thé la chung toi 1én via he, tay toi quang lay nguoi co. Cd tua sat vao - nhin cham cham vao
toi - va du toi Khong biét ciu hdéi la gl, toi van biét cau tra 1oi. Thé 1a to6i tra 1o, ¢ ‘Day,” va toi
nghiéng vé trudc va hoén cod ngay trén ria quang truong Thoi Dai, theo ki€u moi nguoi hon
nhau tam biét trén pho, chi c6 diéu nu hén nay giéng hon véi loi chao gap mit. Pay. Cai nay.

T6i m¢ miéng ra va c6 mo miéng toi ra va ct nhu 1a ¢ dang tho xuyén vao trong toi. Va
nguoi co wot, tya sat vao toi va toi muon t6i muon, toi muon. C6 giat ra nhin dé nhin t6i va
mat c6 14p lanh nu cwdi va mat c6 day vé nghiém tic va toi biét dich xac cd dang cam thay thé
nao. D6 1a mot ciu hdi khac va toi lai dwa ra mét cu tra loi khac, 1an nay tay co vong qua sau
gay toi, co twa sat hon va nguoi toi twa lai con sat hon nira. Nhu'ng nguoi xung quanh ching toi
- khong nhiéu 13m, va chic chin la khong nhiéu nguoi tinh tao - déu dang nhin ching toi, va
toi khong thé khong nhin quanh mot chut, va toi nay ramoty twdng. T6i ndi véi co la toi ndy ra
mot y va toi cam lay tay c6, va chung toi dan ngon tay vao nhau, nha tho la day, thap chudng la
day va toi dan c6 vao trong quang treong Thoi bai, duwdi anh den di qua nhitng mai hién dé toi
khach san Marriott Marquis. Dot nhién c6 nhin t6i voi con mat Cdi qudi thi thé?, vi mot cod gai
thi muén gi & cai khach san Marriott day nhéc khach du lich gitra quang trwong Thoi Dai nay
chr? Nhung t6i néila’ ‘Ctt tin t6i” va lai hon co, trong thang may vach kinh cung ching toi c6
hai nguoi nita, nhung 1én té1 sanh tang tam thi ho da ra roi. T6i hoi Noral s6 may man cua co,
cO ndi cho toi blet thé la ching toi toi tang do. Hang lang Vang tanh va tuyét nhat 1a chang co
nhac nhéo gi dang choi c3, toi khong thiy th toi can tim va khi toi thay Noral d3 khong doi
dwoc hon nita: co  dang ddt tay xudng phia duoi c6 4o toi, cAm giac dé nong bong dén noi trong
gidy lat toi da quén mat I3 chung toi dang dinh di dau va cr 6m hon c6 ay gitra hanh lang, cho
khuat khéi clra hang lang va cai thang mdy vach kinh, can than khong twa vao bt ctr canh ctra
nao dé tranh lam nhiing du khach bén trong thirc giic. Thay vi thé chung toi tya sat vao va co
luot tay 1én ngure toi roi xuong bung roi tié€n thang Ién trén, ngay dudi cai do va cam giac co tay
cO dat & do that dé chiu. Va nhitng ngon tay ctia toi cham vao ao ¢, nguc b va chung toi dam
mo hoi va  cling day cuong nhiét. ching toi hon nhau thém dod nim phut nira, co hon that tuyét.
CO hon moéi trén roi moi dwdi cua toi va toi dap lai - hon moi trén, hon moi dwéi ctia cb. R ¢6
dung lu&i mot cach khong hiéu qua lAm nhung ciing khong sao vi tay ching t6i ngay lap tiec da
o khap moi no1i va toi qua dam chim vao d6, va sau khi cd tir bd cai viéc dung ludi Kia, t6i co
thé thay c6 da thoai mai hon. C6 dang dan din dé ban than troi di, va toi cang thich hon vi cb
khong hé c6 guwong lam thé, c6 clam mot cach tw nhién thoi.



Thé la toi dan cb di doc xuéng hanh lang mot chut cho tO’l khi ching t6i ding trudc can
phong c6 dé chir ICE (Phong lanh). C6 cuoi va toi noi, “Nao,” vi chiing toi con cho nao dé di
nira? Va can phong do cling khong lanh qua thé dau, chi c6 tleng may lam soda la hoi khé chiu
chut thoi. Co noéi, “Cau khong thé nghlem tic duoc nh1 va toi nhan la toi khong thé that. Bung
thé. T6i ndi, “Toi chi thuc su thich cau théi,” roi toi hén cd va co 1an tim cong tac den roi tat di,
va roi chung toi chi lo mo thay mau nhwng Ton Pepsiva ctr thé ching t6i cudi cung cling da tim
dwoc mot ki€u noéi chuyén khac, kiéu néi chuyén bang cu' chi va kéo va day va thd va nam va
tréu choc va cudi tinh nghlch va cQ va cho trong mong. “Cau on ch&?” t6i hai, va ¢6 ndi, “Cau
6n khong?” Va t6i néi, “Co, tdi 6n.” Toi con hon ca 6n dy chi. Pay thuc su la mot cudc noi
chuyén tuyét voi.

Chtia o1, toi thich cé dy qud.

“Coi may do wét siing nay ra khoi nguoi cau nao,” c6 noi, va gidt ao toi, loay hoay voi may
cai cuc va toi Chang biét t6i nghi gi nita, toi bat dau cu cb va viéc dé thuc sw lam co tirc dién,
nhung c6 chi cudi va hon hén ngdn tiéng cwoi lai, toi nght lJam thé dé du khach khong nghe
thay. R6i co thao cuc xong va kéo do ra. T6i coi o ]acket cua toi khoi vai c6 va co lam mot hanh
dongky la nhit c6 thé - c6 giat lai trong gidy lat va gap no lai mot cach can than, gan nhw dit né
mot cach ton kinh 1én san nha. Roi toi coi cai 4o flannel, cai 4o phong bén duwédi. Co lwdt tay 1én
phan 16ng trén nguec toi, roi lan xuong dudi bung. Toi chlra bao gio, chua bao gio c6 khao khat
manh mé dén theé ca. Co thao thac lung ra, tha no roi xuong san. Roi den cai cuc trén cung cua
quan jean toi - chi cai cuc trén cung thoi. Va Ian nay toi hoi lai 1an niva - “Cau c6 6n khong?” Va
lan nay c6 nédi cd. Co noi la con hon ca on y.

Chung t6i hon nhw khoa moi. Khong glong luc trong cau lac bg, khi c6 dwong nhu lam the
chi dé chirng téd mot diéu gi d6. Ching toi gio gi dé chitng minh nita hét, chang c6 gi trir viéc
ching t6i khong hé so hii nita. Rang ching t6i sé khong nghi qua nhleu hay ngap nglrng qua
lau, hay di qua xa. Tay co ludt xudng duwong khoa quan toi va toi noj, Cham tho6i.” Vi day khong
phai thr nén voi vang. Pdy khong phai thw chang c6 chut gi y nghla Pay la that. Pay 1a viéc
dang xay ra. Va day la thoi khic clia ching toi.

Toi that cang thang qua co, yeu duoi qua c&. Toi c6 thé cdm nhan duoc long ngwc minh
dang rung 1én. C6 6m t6i, nén gio tay c6 dang vong sau lung t6i, roi chay dan xuong, di qua cai
duong ay, duoi quan jean clia toi, duwdi quan dui cuia toi. Toi vong tay 6m ldy c6. Lén dan trén
lung c6. Lén ¢ cb. Lén toc cd. Roi mot ban tay trwot lai xuong duwoi, chay 1én ngurc co, roi vao
gitra ching, ctr trwot 1€n truot xuéng thé. Chung t6i quyén vao nhau. Tiéng may lanh chay 11,
roi dot ngot to lén, tleng cach manh lam chung toi pha lén cuoi, dua chung toi ra khoi khoanh
khac ctia minh trong giay lat, 1am ching tdi nhin nhau trong anh sang tran trui. Cai ngip ngirng
ay. Cai ngung dong ay.

“Chung ta dang lam gi vay?” c6 ndi.
“T6i khong biét?” toi dap lai.
Co twa vao to6i, cai quan wét nhep ctia ¢6 ép sat vao toi, va cb néi, “Cau tra 1oi hay that day.”

T6i mudn hon €6 ma khong ¢ can dém tng phut gidy. Toi mudn 6m co thit lau dé toi c6 thé
hiéu dwoc lan da cia c6. T6i mudn, t6i mudn, toi mudn.

Tay cd IAn xudng hdng tdi. Hai ngén tay cai bau chit 14y that lung toi.



Xuodng dan.
Xuong dan.

T6i hon hén.



18. Noral

boi toi tro nén tuyét thé nay tw khi nao nhi? Co phal nd bat dau tir khi téi dong y 1am ban
gai nam phut cua Nick, hay khi t6i nhan ra rang lanh cdm 1a mot lwa chon chit khong phai mot
suw thit hién nhién?

Can phong lanh nay that sw lanh qu
Nick that néng bong.

Strc ndng cua cau - strc ndng cua toi - stec ndng cua chung toi - gan nhw lam t6i quén mait
minh dang wét siing vi con mua truedc do, con mwa ma vi no toi da phai klem cho tra trong can
phong lanh den toi cda cai khach san Marriott - dang ghét chi c6 bang quang caoPepsi con sang
nay, vay khong nghi ngo gi nita, toi thwe sy mé man Nick vl toi la fan cua Coca, tham chi t6i co
the tham gia vao cudc thi Pepsi Challenge va ngui ngay su khac biét gitra chung ma khong can
ném cho mét. Mmmm, hwong vi. M6i cdu that thich, lan da &m wét cia ciu that thich, moi thi
cau that hoan hao. Gioy cai do wot cua cau da bi coira va mdt toi dang ap vao chd nay trong khi
tay t6i dang lang thang ¢ cho kia, toi nhan ra rang cau khong c6 mui hwong hay nuéc hoa gl
hét, ngoai trur co 1€ chi c6 mui cua thir nwéc hoa xit phong Toni &m vao tat cd moi nguwoi tung
vao WC dang sau cau lac bo. Cau Nick nay, cai ngwoi nguc tran nay, cai nguoi dang tho nang
nhoc nay, cai nguoi | tot bung nay, cai ngwdi hap dan Khung khlep nay, cau c6 mui that tuyét va
dang yéu qua, mui tim trong mwa dém. Toi khong thé chan cau duorc.

T6i hi€u r6éi - ciu ta hoan toan binh thwong. Toi tin thé. Rang danh Thién Chda! Va!
Amen!].C, t6i no ngai mot [an!

T6i c6 cam giac nhw minh c6 thé chim lu6n vao thoi khic nay, vao ciu. Ciu sang 1én dudi
anh kim loai cta cdi mdy cau dang twa vao, con toi da chim trong bong toi, nhlrng khong phai
cai bong t6i tirc gian hay that vong, ma cai bong t01 hap thu moi thit, noi tat cd nhitng gi t6i c6
thé thay, nghe, ném, cam nhan, 1a miéng va tay cta ching téi, sw am ap cua co thé ching toi ap
sat vao nhau, sw h&i thuc manh liét cua cdu, sw khao khat manh liét cua toi. Nhw thé chang co
gl ton tai trén thé gidi nay lic nay trir cau, toi, cham, kham pha, mong moi, khat khao, sé chia,
s& hitu. Qua nhiéu cho cai loi thé ding muc cia o, v1 t6i dang chim trong con say nhlrng
chuyén chiing t6i dang lam. N&éu Nick Ia mét phan clia chung, td6i mudn chiing, ching la cia toi.

Cau keo toi lai dé moi ching t6i lai dwoc cham vao nhau, va toi lai chim di mat, chim trong
miéng cdu, cam nhan hoi thé cta cau, cdm nhan nhip tim dap 1én ban tay toi dang ap vao nguc
cau. Tay t6i muén chay khip nguoi cau, nerng moi ciu dang lwdt khip trén nguwoi toi, lam tay
toi khong thé tip trung dwoc. D6 tap trung cua tay cau that tuyét. Cau thuc sy 1a mot nguoi
thich nguc hon dui. Ch1 1a tay cau di that cham, vuot ve va dua nghich thay vi cudng nhiét nhuw
Tal (day vuét nguec gioi day, Trls) va toi c6 thé cAm nhan dwoc nguc minh cang lén don nhan,
khao khat, muon nira nira nira. Roi tay Nick roi di va toi muon thi thao. Khdong khéng khong,
quay lai di, tay oi nhung miéng t6i dang qud bdn chiém Iay miéng cdu roi. Khi tay Nick lugt trén
lwng toi, ré rang la dang tim cho thdo ddy do nguc, miéng téi khéng né divt khéi cdu ma ndi rang,
Anh yéu, la loai njt nguc cai & trwéec.

Mobi toi di xudng mot con déc nho, tir mdi cAu xudng cam, xudéng c6, xuéng phia Nam dé



dén | ngurc cau. Tay cau da tir bo viéc thao day nit va chuyén 1én ltia vao téc t6i, va toi lay lam la
1a cau biét dam mé cla tdi sé ting dén kho tin khi da dau dwoc mat xa tuyét thé nay.

Toi rat muon cau, toi ciing biét chuyén nay phai doi nhung si t0 mo muodn thir cam giac
khong-ldnh-cam cua t6i duong nhuw dang thing thé, ¢t nhu toi khong thé ngan lai. Miéng toi
tach khoi nguoi cau thi toi kiéng chan 1én dat miéng minh Ién tai cau dé thi tham vao dé diéu
to6i mudén lam, va that la 1a t6i lai dung tir ngir trang trong ti té thay vi nhirng tlr nghich ngom,
va cau thi tham “That ch&?” nhw thé cau ciing khong nghi rang chung t6i nén di xa dén thé,
nhung hoi thé cang lic cang manh cua cau noi voi toi rang cau ay ciing to mo muon thir. Va téi
thi tham dap lai, “That ddy,” vi lan nay cdu khong tra 1&i, “Cham thoi.”

Nao chung t6i da chinh thirc roi khoi can phong lanh, nhw thé mudn noi, Téi khéng thé nhin
cdi canh dy dau. C6 biét roi ddy.

T61i gitr cau bang ca hai tay - 6i chao, ai biét 1a t6i thuin ca hai tay ch? - va tay t6i dang
cam nhan, cdm nhan, cam nhan, va toi co thé nghe thay tleng tho cua cdu, né nang nhoc nhung
cling that nhe nhang, nht 1&i thi thAm manh liét cua riéng no. Tay cdu nhe nhang troi trén mai
dau wot nhep cua toi, khuyen khich nhiing chuyen dong ctia déi ban tay toi, va muon c6 cau
nhiéu nhw t6i muo6n cé ban tay dy vi né va cau la mot, toi that tham lam, t6i mudn c6 tat cd moi
th& thudc vé ciu.

“Noral.” Trong nay that lanh nhung nghe cdu thot ra tén toi trong tleng th& hat, toi thay
nhu minh dang bung chay. Tat ca nhitng cudn tiéu thuyét Jackie Collins ma Caroline va t6i da
doc hoi 16p bay gior da hoan toan bat dau dé hiéu.

LuGi toi chay trén nguoi cdu, chuyen dan Xuong noi tay t6i dang chuyen dong nhung van
chuwa dén do; nhip tim dap cang lic cang nhanh cua t6i lam toc do tay toi bi chdm lai. T6i mudn
diéu nay, rat nhleu nhung ngay ca khi téi hoan toan san long chim di trong né t6i van thay SQ.
To6i rat thodi mai lam chuyén nay - khong t6i CI’C KY HANH PHUC dwoc 1am chuyén nay -
nhung t6i s¢' s€ lam no khong dung cach. “Noral,” Nick lai thi tham lan nitra, va toéi hy vong rang
c6 le néu lam véi cau thi chac chan khong thé sai dwoc. Toi hy vong rang cdu sé tin twong o tol.
Tim toi dap dap dap va miéng tdi mudn di téi d6 nhwng dau toi lai ,ngang [én trwdc, mudn mat
cham mat véi Nick, nhung trong anh den huynh quang toi thay mat ciu nham lai, thé thi thay
vi nhin thi t6i néi, va tdi da noi, “Noi t6i biét di. Hudng dAn toi di.” Vi t6i muén ban nang cua ca
hai chung t6i cung lam viéc nay xay ra. Va mat cdu m& ra trong gidy lat, cham vao mat t6i va
qua anh sang lée Ién cho cai may, toi thdy sw ham on trong d6, va ciu cang khing dinh thém
diéu d6 trong tay toi, va dwoc thdi, téi dén day,

Nao, chao, Julio!

Nhung mot ke khon kiép nao dé da bat dén cai phong lén va toi tham chi con chang chét vi
xau ho. Toi twdéng mudn chét vi mong chuyen voi Nick nay xay ra, vay ma ké thi€u suy nghi
nao da pha héng gidy phut tuyét voi caa téi vay chi?

Mot doi ding tudi dang & clra vao phong lanh. Nguwoi phu nit mdc ao long ngong, di mot
doi dep ré tién va trong y chang ba c6 Hildy song ¢ Boca cua tdi vay, cai ba lun ghét to6i vi cho
rang miéng téi nhw cai bo va vi mot lan t6i da va miéng bao mon thit swon ba toi lam ngon hon
ba ta lam. Ngwoi dan 6ng thi mac quan so6c cung 4o phong, va troi dat a, quanh bap chan dng
ta con thic cai nit tit c6 16 ma toi tin chic dang duoc ‘trung bay tai mot vién bao tang thoi
trang nao day Mat 6ng ta nhan nheo va gia lao, nhw thé 6ng 1a ong chu cua ngwoi ngoai hanh
tinh E.T. vy, va 6ng ta dang vac mot cai thung dlmg da. Nhirng ké ng6c nay can da vao gio nay



lam gi co ch&?
Mai dau bac cta ho cin vai gidy dé thich &ng véi dnh sang xanh nhan nhat.
“0i,” Ban sao Ba C6 Hildy cudi cing ciing thét ra.
“Oi, trovi,” chdng ba ta noi.

T6i dang tuwong tuong lic nay Nick va Noral trong nhuw thé nao trwdc mat Ba Co6 Hildy va
Ong Chu E.T. ngay luc nay, trong cai btrc anh chdp nhodng in trong bd ndo mong-la-gan-dat-
dén-tinh- -trang- mat-tri-do-tudi-gia ctia ho. Nick: khong ao, quan van con nhung khoa va quan
dui dang tuot, tay cau ap chdt vao sau lung cai may Pepsi. Noral toc wot roi tung nho man mat
xa da dau clia Nick ltc truérc, quan wét nhep, clc guan bat m@, va cling khong mac 4o trir cai ao
nguc ren den, vira m&i chuyen sang tuw th& quy. BAT-TAI-TRAN.

T6i hy vong la ba c6 Hildy s€ nhan ra toi da gap cai 4o jacket cuia Salvatore cin thin dén
thé nao. N6 cling c6 chut y nghia day.

Sw im lang ca s6c mang lai duong nhu kéo dai bat tin cho t&i khi Nick liéc vé phia ba c6
Hildy va néi, “Bac c6 thé t6t bung tit dién di trén 16i ra dwoc khong a?”

Gior dén luot ba ay noi “Oi, trovi, ' nhung cam ta tam long ba 3 ay, ba a ay cling dap cong tac dén
di, nhung sau khi da ban cho toi mot cai nhin day ngu y, va toi thé rang ba dy da nhan ra su
thém khat clia toi vi ba ay ciing dd cam nhan dwgc nd ¢ mot thoi khic nao dé trong cudc doi
minh, va ba 3 ay nhdy mit véi toi trude khi hai nguoi rof di va toi co chit tin twong rang Ba Co
va Ong Chu nay thuc sy vira xem vai canh dang dong tién bat gao trong ky nghl o New York cua
ho. Nick va toi cé thé tré thanh hai vi dai st thién chi cho thanh pho khi gior day cai ctra hang
dd nguwoi lon trén phd 42 da déng clra. Phai nhdn vai loi véi thi trwdng thoi,

Bong toi da quay lai v&i chdng t6i, nhung khoang khac, su cuong nhiét, thi da hét. Vi Nick
da trd lai voi glongblnh thwong chw khong phai tleng thi tham va cau noi la, “Co I€ ching ta
van chua thuwc s san sang cho chuyén nay dau nhi?” Cau thuc suw nghlem tuc - va dang nira -
nhung thé nao d6 ching toi lai cling cwdi mot cach thanh than vi su tré tréu dé 1am tinh huéng
nay khong di qua xa.

Han 12 lic roi di khdi phong cod Hildy da guri bo ndo tro lai voi toi vi ndy gio toi dang voi cai
ao va Salvatore trong khi Nick mdc lai do. T6i khong thé twdng twong minh da cam thiy cam
kich thé nao khi bi bat qua tang. T6i cuc Ky mudn no cau, nhung gio la qua sém. Téi phai suy
nghi can than, véi ngan dy rap rinh thi chic chdn chuyén tau nay kiéu gi ciing roi khdi ga thoi.
Viéc gi phai v6i?

Chung t6i mdc lai quan 4o nhwng ching Van ‘con wot va ching toi cir cwoi mai nhung chung
toi dd twa vao cai may tao da tuc hon nhau va cau dam vao toi lam da do hét xudng san, 1én ca
nguoi ching t6i, ct nhw mot tran tuyét 1& vay, va tat ca nhitng gi chiing t6i c6 thé lam 1a cudi to
hon va chay tron.

Chuing toi lai hon nhau ch6 hanh lang, tua lung vao twong.

Chidng t6i lai hén nhau trong cai thang may vach kinh. Chiing toi di 1én roi lai di xuéng, di



1én roi lai xudng, Van c ti€p tuc hon nhau. Bén ngoai thang may, thoi gian cr tiép tuc troi,
nhung bén trong, n6 da ding lai vi ching t6i bi vi ching ti c6 lich trinh cda chinh minh: hén,
cudi, cham, thé, chiém 14y, khao khat, hy vong. Thich.

To61 kKhong bi€t c6 Noral nay, cai ké liéu linh nay, cai ké luén tim ki€m cam giac manh nay.
T6i 1a mot c6 gai Do Thai dé thuong dén tir Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey. Toi c0 thé hay noi
bay, nhu'ng toi khong bi bat qua tang dang lam chuyén bay ba & khach san Marriott. T6i nghi
toi c6 thé thodi mai neu do la khach san Ritz-Calton hay Four Seasons, nhu'ng Marriott, khong
doi ndo! Thé ma toi lai & dy ddy. Va toi chang mudn & noi nao khéc nira ca. Cau thanh nién da
bé bua gi 1én toi vay?

T6i khong mudn c6 Noral nay, nhung toi quy c6 dy. T6i mong la c6 dy sé & quanh diy mot
thoi gian, roi xem xét & luon.

Thang may m& ra truéc tang mot va chung t6i dwoc dam nhan vién an ninh khach san dén
chao ré6i ho tong ra ngoai; toi phai co kim cdi mong muon bao ho ngoi xuong cung thao luan ti
té vé nhung nguyén tac nén tang vé quyen tw do cong dan clia dit nwéc ching toi vi né sé 1y
mat thoi gian toi co thé danh cho Nick.

Thé la Nick va t6i di thang ra ngoai, va nam tay nhau va van cwoi rdc rich, va van con w6t
do tran mua luc truwde va mo hoi do ay ay ay cua chung toi. Va chung toi déu hoi chéch choang
vl gio binh minh dang dén, ching t6i dang ¢ gilra trung tam cua thé gi¢i va ching téi dang &
gitra trung tam vii tru riéng cda hai chung t6i, va mua xuin da dén ddy, va khong khi day 1én
mui am wot va that trong lanh. Chaa phu ho Manhattan ban biét day, vi chac gio moi la sau gior
sang mot ngay Chu nhan ma nhirng xe thu rac da chay day duwong va trén quang truong Thoi
Dai cong nhan vé sinh dang don rac dém trong bo dong phuc vang cam ryc ré va ca huong
mua xudn trong lanh cling khong hoan toan x6a sach dwoc mui Nudc hoa hu'crng Nwéc Ti€u/
Rac/ Non mira hiéu Quang trwong Thoi Pai, nhwng khong hiéu sao & day, ltic nay, moi thir that
hoan hao.

“Di ddu day?” Nick hoi, va tdi néi, “Vé nha.”
Chung t6i ra lay chiéc Yugo va tim dwong ra khéi ddo nay.

To6i c6 rat nhiéu viéc _phai lam. Phai n6i chuyén voi Caroline. Phai 1én két hoach vao dai
hoc. Phai tim hiéu thém vé Nick. Phai Google cac kj ning tinh duc.

Phai 1én danh sach nhfrng bai hat. Téi da nghi dén danh sach t6i lam cho Nick sau khi ngt
mot chut. T6i s€ goi no 1a “(T)rainy/Dreamy” ((Tau) Muwa/ Mo) va n6 sé hoan toan nhirng bai
hat mo mong va that lang man voi nhan dé c6 chira tlr mwa hodc tau vi cdu trong mua that dep
va mot ngdy ndo dé téi mudn lam chuyén dy véi cau trén tau, mién la khéng phai cai tau
Chlcago EI nhw mét canh trong bo phim h01 thap nién 80 Risky Business (Chuyén liéu linh) vi
kiéu dé6 tuy nong bong nhung lai khong vé sinh cho 1am; khong, ching toi s€ 1én mot chuyén
tau xuyén My voi khoang riéng va chan dém tir t&€ nhw t mot bd phim den trang thoi xua, Nick
va toi sé goi nhau “anh yéu, em yéu” va doc sach that to cho nhau nghe vao budi t&i khi con tau
trtro'n qua vung Dong bing. Phia trén dinh dau, toi dang nghi cai danh sach nhac

“(T)rainy/Dreamy” cho Nick sé c6 bai “I Wish It Would Rain” cua The Temptatlons “Train in
Vain (Stand by me)" cﬁa The Clash, “It’s Raining” cua Irma Thomas, “Blue Traln cua John Cash
roi Runaway Train” clia Rosanne Cash (6i! T6i that thong minh la sao!), “Come Rain or Come
Shine” cua Dinah Washington hodc Ray Charles (kh6 nhan day- toi sé quyet sau) va t6i sé chot
ha bang bai “Friendship Train” ctia Gladys Knight & The Pips vi cudi cung ludn la thé dung



khong?

Ching t6i dang di xudng dai 16 Bay va t6i khong biét chiing tbi sé di ra cho tau dién ngdm
hay di bd vé Lower East Side hay thé nao, ma t6i ciing ching quan tam.

“Nick?” t6i noi.
Cau nang ban tay t6i 1én hon nhe. Roi, “Gi?” cu noi.
T6i bao ciu ay. “Chuyén gi vira xay ra & d6 vay? T6i c6 chuyén muodn néi véi ciu.”

Cau dung lai, khong tha tay t6i ra ma chi néi ra mot chut va t6i co thé nhin thay trong mat
cau rang cau dang nghi, Gio co ay s€ noi v&i minh rang c6 dy bi mun rdp, hay té hon, Cé dy sap
stra phu nhdn toan b chuyén nay. T6i gan nhw c6 thé nhin thay nhitng giot lo 1dng rin ra trén
tran cau. “Gi co?” cau thi tham.

T6i nhin thang vao mat ciu. T61i hit mot h0'1 that nghiém tic, va phun ra: “T6i c6 thai roi.
T6i khong biét d6 Ia ciia cau hay cia E.T. nita.”

Lan nay toi chang c6 mim cwoi nira. N6 sé thoat ra du téi c6 mudn hay khéng. Nén toi
quyét dinh la t6i mudn.

Cau cling chang kim nira. Cau keo t6i vé phia minh, 6m thdt chdt. Cau cwoi pha 1én, nhung
mot phan trong t6i mudn bao cau ngung lai di vi cai phan do cua toi dang twa sat vao nguc cau
va nghi, Khén thé, chdng ddng cuoi chiit ndo, vi téi thue swyéu cdu ddy nay.



19. Nick

Khi nao thi mot dém két thac? b6 la lac binh minh bat dau hay la ltic n6 két thic? C6
phai do¢ la luc cubi cung ban ciing di ngu hay don gian chi la kh1 ban nhén ra rang ban phai di
ngu? Khi cau lac b6 dong ctra hay khi tat ca moi nguoi da ra vé” Thong thwdng thi, toi chi giit
nhitng cau héi nay cho riéng minh. Nhung Ian nay, t6i héi Norah.

“N6 két thuc khi cau quyet dinh l1a n6 da két thic,” ¢6 ndi. “Khi ciu goi n6 la mot dém. Con
lai chila vin dé mat troi & dau trén troi ma héi. Viéc d6 chdng lién quan gi dén chiing ta hét.”

Chung toi ctr di doc xuong dai 16 Bay, qua thanh ph6 rong lén van dang say ngu trong anh
binh minh. Nhitng nguo1 lai xe lam ca dém cham lai khi nhin thay chung t61, roi lai tang toc khi
thay cach tay chung tdi nidm tay nhau, cai cach ching ti khong c6 vé gi 1a voi dén bat ctr dau
trir noi day.

Toi kiét sttc roi. Tham chi ca viéc choi rang toi da kiét strc cling lam t6i cam thay that kiét
strc, thé 1a toi cir dé cac sirc nang ay dob 1én cac khép xwong va 1én suy nghi cta minh. T6i mét
mudn chét, va hiu hét sirc lwc cta toi chi da dé wéc gi minh khong mét.

“T6i rat thich dnh sang nay,” Norah néi. Khi thirc gidc thanh pho hong Ién y nhw khi né
nhuém vang cam va xanh dwong lic chim vao gidc ngu.

Ching toi déu trong that tham hai. Téc 10i tung xu ra moi hudng. Cai bong am dam sau-
gio- sang cua toi. Quan ao x0c xéch, trong van giong hau - chuyen do du chung t6i co co  gill
ching ra thé nao di nita. (OK, thuwc ra ching t6i khong ¢ nhidu thé dau. Ching to6i tw hao vé do
x0c xéch dé 1am.)

“Norah,” toi néi, “t6i mudn hoi ciu mot chuyén.”
“U,” c6 noi.

“Hoi rleng tw mot chut. C6 dwoc khong? Téi mudn noéi 1a cdu khong can phai ndi néu ciu
khong muon.’

“Dirng lo. Néu t6i khong muon noi, téi sé khong néi dau.”

“Puoc r01 " Toi ngwng mot gidy, va cé thé thay c0 nghi toi rat nghiém tdc, diéu nay lam toi
thich thii v6 bo bén. “Thé nay, Norah?” t6i lai nglng tiép.

“Gi1, Nick?”
“Liéu tdi c6 thé ... rm...

Co6 bat ddu cam thiy kho chiu. “Gi, Nick?”



“Cau co thé ... c6 thé ... ndi cho t6i biét ho ctia cdu dwoc khong?”

Khong ngirng mot nhip, c6 ndi, “Hilton.”

“Khong, ho that ay.”

“Hyatt?”

“Norah...”

“Marriott? Hay Olsen? T6i la dta sinh ba chang bao gi¢r dwoc ai thira nhdn.”
“Toi thay c6 cho gidng day.”

“Ghét. La Silverberg.”

“Tuyét thé.”, 1a vi gio cdu biét bo toi la ai?”

Cai y twong d6 tham chi con chwa tirng xet qua 6c toi.

“N6i that chi.” tdi néi, “du cd biét ho ciu, toi cling chang thé biét bs ciu 1a ai diu. Téi nghi

12 minh khong theo déi may chuyén dé 1am. Cé dwoc khong vay?”

“Cau chang biét 1a n6 dwoc den the nao dau,” Norah tra loi. “Gio ... toi da cho ciu biét ho

clia toi, cau phai cho tbi biét ho cda cau.”

“O’ Leary.”
“Cau la nguoi Ireland a?”

“ Khong han, nhung noi chung la thé. Chi la tinh c& 6ng ndi toi tring dwoc cai ho a ay thoi.

Toi thyc ra la nguoi Ireland Anh-Phép-Bi-Y- Xlavo-Nga-Dan Mach. V& co ban, ngudi ta nén in
hinh t6i 1én dong euro.

“ C6 nghia cau 1a mot gi lai d cac dong mau Chau Au?”

“Cé 1€ chi trir Luxembourg.”

“Hay nhi.”

Chuang t6i queo sang phd Sau, roi di vé phia Broad

“Valiéu toi c6 thé c6 so dién thoai cia cdu dwoc khong ?” toi hoi.

Norah giat tay khéi tay t6i, luén vao tdi trong cai 4o Salvatore roi 1ay ra cai dién thoai cda



“Pay,” c6 nodi, dwa ra. “ N6 da dwoc ghi vao day roi. ”

T6i biét lam thé la cwc Ky khong hay ho gi, nhung tdi c héi, “ Cdu c6 mudbn c6 sé cia toi
khong ?”

“ Goi cho t6i,” ¢d noi. Va roi khi thiy téi gior chang 1am gi, c6 ndi thém, “ Ngay bay gio.”

The 1a toi mo dién thoai ctia minh ra va kiém tra danh ba. Toi thay Norah di thém vai loi
nhan ctda riéng co - s6 cua Tris gio dwoc dat la A ngoc dy. S& ctia Norah, tuy thé, ciing ching
phai dit 1a Norah. Nhung khi toi thiy tén Salvatore, toi biét minh dang goi cho ai.

T6i 4n so. Tiéng chudng dién thoai ctia c6 vang lén.
“Chao ?” c6 tra loi, khong cach toi qua hai mét.
“T6i cé thé ndi chuyén véi Salvatore dwoc khong ?” toi hoi.

“ Toi s¢ la 6ng ta khong ra nghe dién ngay lic nay dugc. CAu c6 mudn dé€ loi nhan lai
khong ?”

Gio toi dang nhin cai o Salvatore, va t6i nhdn ra rang minh da tir boé né tir 1au lam, rang
trong tam tri tdi n6 da thudc vé co.

“Noi v&i Ong ta rang toi hy vong 6ng ta sé thich ngdi nha méi, ” toi néi.
Norah nhin t6i, “ Cu chic cht ?”
“U, chaclam.”

“Camon.”

Ching toi cung tét may va lai ném tay nhau. Chung t6i di qua quang truong Union, buéc
qua vuong vai rac rwdi clia nhitng nguoi vira thac loan dém thi bay vira qua. Chung toi di qua
tiém dia nhac Virgin Megastore, tiém sach Strand, nha tho Trinity Church c6 kinh. Ching t6i di
xuong quang truong Astor, di qua khoi lap phlrcrng n01 t1eng[48] noi dan treot van van hay tu
tap, toi quang truong St. Mark Place, noi nhirng ke vira tir cau lac bo ra dang loang choang di
trong nang moi. Ctr di doc dai 10 Hai cho téi khi ching toi toi Houston. Tdi c6 thé thay la co
cling rat mét. Chung t6i dang dung hét nang lwgng cua minh cho cudc di bd nay, cho sy hai
minh can - im ling ndy. Cho viéc nhin ngdm moi thit. Cho viéc nhin ngdm va bao vé 1an nhau.

Khi chiing t6i vé t&i Ludlow, t6i nhé bai hat minh dang bat ddu viét, trong vong mot tiéng
ma duwong nhu 1a hang tuan trwdc. Bai hat chwa bao gio thue sy c6 doan két - nhung gio thi da
co - toi khong biét loi cu thé sé the nao, nhung no sé gbm ca viéc ching t6i tré lai, n6 sé bao
ham cd 4nh binh minh mau hong va sw tinh lang ciia ban mai ngay chu nhat. Vi bai hatla ching



toi, va bai hat 1a co, va Ian nay toi sé dung tén c6. Norah Norah Norah - khong vin diéu gi. Chi
co sw that.

L& ra toi khong nén mudn bai hat cé két thic. Téi ludn ludn nghi moi dém la mot bai hat
hay moi giay phut la mot bai hat. Nhung gio t6i dang nhan ra rang chung ta khong song, trong
mot bai hat duy nhat Chung ta di tir bai hat nay den bai hat khac, tr 161 nhac nay dén loi nhac
khac, tir giai diéu nay dén giai diéu khac. Chdng c6 gi két thic & day. D6 1a mot danh sach
nhung bai hat bat tan.

T6i biét Norah sé rat muodn tbi hat co nghe bai hat a ay, ngay tai noi day trén pho Ludlow
nay. Nhung t6i sé doi dén lan sau. Vi t6i biét s& c6 lan sau. Toi sé doi dén khi toi dwoc gap co
lAn nitra. Sudt trong dém, toi da trong doi cai lan sau ay, va cai lAn sau sau lan sau 4y, va cai lan
sau sau lan sau ay nita. T6i biét diéu nay c6 mot y nghia gi do.

Toi c6 thé thiy Jessie dang an toa trén via he, sn sang dwa ching tdi vé nha.

“ Chung ta gan dén noi roi,” Norah néi.

T6i dirng ca hai chiing tdi lai. Ching t6i quay sang hén nhau Ian nita. O’ noi day trén pho
Ludlow nay. Trong ngay mi.

Tim tbi dap cang luc cang nhanh. T6i dang ¢ day, trong hién tai. T6i ciing dang ¢ trong
twong lai. T6i dang 6m co, dang khao khat, dang biét thém va dang hy vong cungluc. Chung toi
la nhiing nguoi gitr lay thir goi la am nhac nay va hoa nhip no6 vao thir goi 1a thoi gian kia.
Chung t6i la nhirng t1eng tich tic, chung toi la nhirng t1eng phach nhip, ching toi dang luén
dudi moi goc canh cua gidy phut nay. Va bang viéc b1en gidy phut nay thanh cua riéng, ching
toi dang lam no tré nén vo tan. Chang c6 khan gla nao. Chang c6 nhac cu nao. Chi c¢6 hai con
nguoi, hai dong suy nghi, nhu'ng tiéng thi thim va nhitng anh mit. P6 1a ban giao huwdng don
dap két thuc tat ca nhirng ban giao hudng khac, vi d6 méi la thir quan trong. Khi tim chay dua
that nhanh, day la noi n6 sé téi.



20. Norah

T6i c6 thé gitr cai do jacket, toi co thé gitr cai 4o jacket, lalalalalalalalalala. Nick yéu té1i, hay
it nhit thi cdu cling thyc su rat thich t6i, lalalalalalalala. Salvatore va toi _dang thyc su hanh
phuc, cai ao jacket nay sé chi duoc phép giit kho 1a hoi, khong chat tdy ndo dwoc phép cham
vao no, lalalalalalalala.

Chuang toi t&i day, vé lai vai Jessie. Yugo! Lalalalalalalalalalalala.

T6i ngoi trén ghé phu bén canh Nick va noi lai dung nhw luc truéc ddy ching toi ngoi canh
nhau trong chiéc xe nay, trir mot vai viéc. T01 khong con mo hd vé vic téi c6 mudn danh thoi
gian voi ngwoi nay hay khong, trong cai “xe” nay hay khong, nhung Jessie, mot lan nira, lai
khong chiu khéi dong. Nick xoay chia khda va dién cuéng dap ga va thim chi con cau nguyén
vai cau nita, nhung khong, Jessie khong chiu nhuc nhich.

Nick dirng xoay chia khéa va quay sang nhin toi. “Ghét that,” téi noi.

T6i khong thé nhin cwoi khi thiy cau nhu thé, quan ao nhau nhi, toc dung ditrng 1én vi mua
va nhiing cu cao dién cuong cua tay toi khi nay, mat do 1én vi mét moi va khao khat, quai ham
banh ra vi tirc gian voi Jessie. Toi néi voi cau, “Cau trong glong bai hat ciia Where’s Fluffy ‘You
Have That Just Fucked Look, Yoko,” [49] bai hat tbi tin 13 & tren cai list nhac chia tay c6 don
ma Nick lam cho Tris, va gio theo t6i, do la bai hat hay nhat ctia ho vao thoi tién Evan E., khi
tay trong ctia Where’s Fluffy con 1a mét cau tén 1a Guy G., ké da dung dung gian dir ra khéi ‘ban
nhac khi Lars L. sa thai tay quan ly, ngudi hoa ralai la ban gai cuia Guy G.

“0, binh tinh nao cta t6i, Norah,” Nick néi. R6i, mdt cach nghiém tac, cau ay noi tlep, ‘Dev
tuyén bs rang ‘I Wanna Hold Your Hand’ la bai hat tuyét nhat vi né bat duoc linh hon cua m01
bai hat nhac pop, clia thit tat ca ching ta thwc sw muodn - that gidn d. Anh Mudn Nim Tay Em.”

Nick rdt tay phai khéi cai can s6 va nam ldy tay trai toi. “T6i nghi Dev ciing dang nghi téi cai gi
d(’)."

“Toi ghet The Beatles,” t6i noi. “Tru bai ‘Something’. Mot ban tinh ca that tuyét. Ma tham
chi can chang phai do ]ohn hay Paul Vlet George viét. George that khung. Con ca nhém The
Beatles w? Duoc thdi phong qua mirc roi.”

Nick tha tay tdi ra. Cau nhin t6i nhw thé hoac la téi vira bi khing héang tinh than, hoac la
cau sap bi vay. “T6i s& vor nhw minh chwa nghe thay diéu d6.”

Nhirng anh chang nhac si va tinh yéu ho danh cho The Beatles - ta lam dwoc gi voi diéu do
day? Toi chut vé phia trudc dé hon lam lanh 1én ma cau dy. Réi toi hdi, “Cé that Ia cau da viét
mot bai hat cho toi khong?”

“U. Nhung chua xong. Va du*ng néi vé The Beatles v&i vé khinh khi 4y néu khong toi sé
khong bao gi¢ hoan thanh dau day.”

“Thé t6i c6 dwoc nghe thir khong, ban chwa hoan chinh ciing dwoc?”



“Khong.”

“Khdéng bao gio’? Hay chi la khong phai lic nay?”

“Chi la khong phai ldc nay. Hay chi la khéng phai Itic nay?”

“Chi la khong phai lic nay. Pirng tham qua thé.” Ciu da biét téi qua ro roi.

Cau lai xoay chia khoéa lan nira. Va IAn nira va l1an nira va [an nira. “Me kiép,” ciu lap lai.
“Chung ta c6 nhitng sw lwra chon nao?” toi hoi.

“Um, ching ta co thé c6 kiém nguoi nao co thé giup khéi dong xe tir phia ngoai. Hoac
ching ta ctr d€ cai xe & day vaditauve nhavalo ldng cho Jessie sau khi da chop mat dwoc mot
lic. Chiéu nay toi c6 thé cung Thom va Scot quay lai day n6 may nod. Hodc 13, cau biét day toi
ludn c6 thé nhan rang day sé 1a Ian cudi Jessie [am tan nat trai tim tdi, va cho néi vao quy tir
thién lu6n.”

Toi nghiép Nick. Tris lam tan nat trai tim cau. Jessie lam tan nat trai tim cau.

T6i thi tham vao tai ciu, “T6i hira sé khong bao gitr 1am tan ndt trdi tim cau.” Vi khong nghi
ngo g, toi co thé lam rdi tinh rit nhidu thi trong cai-tinh-cam-goi-la-gi-ciing-dwoc nay, nhung
toi s khong bao gid, khong bao gior lam tan nat trai tim cau.

“U’, cdm on cau?” Nick thi tham dap lai.

Co 1€ toi dang lai gan cai ranh gi¢i bam dudi quay roi qua roi, thé la to6i quyet dinh im
miéng lai. Roi cau tua lai gan, ddt tay lén gay toi keo t6i ve phia cau d& hon toi lan nira. Thatky
la khi nhitng ké bi bit lai bit dau choi véi ké bat minh. Va t6i lai thi tro véi ludi 1an nita, am,
dtr(yng, hat, day, va lan nay cau ty tim duoc chd ham cua toi, va xem nay, chung t6i da bit dau
tw tim dwoc nhip diéu clia riéng minh réi. Mdy luan Xa cda tdi c6 vé da mé rat, rat rong, va
nhitng 6 cira s6 clia Jessie thi bam rat, rat nhiéu hoi nwérc.

Nhung toi gidy ra vi néu khong durng lai ldc nay, chung toi sé khong bao gio ve duoc dén
nha. “T6i bao nay, Nick,” téi néi. “Cau ctr co 'du Jessie khéi dong di nhé, con tdi sé vao ctra hang
tap héa Han Quéc xem c6 ai gitp dwoc gi cho ching ta khong.”

T6i ra khoi xe va ke lang thang nao d6 dang dwa tuwong ong ong hat bai “Ride Like the
Wind” va toi danh dua cho ong ta dong do6 cudi cung de 6ng ta thoi di. Toi vao trong ctra hang,
noi toi nghi sé kiém dwogc ai dé cho ching to6i noi cap truyén dién tlr xe ho sang de no may,
nhung toi thuc sy dang dimng gitta viéc co nén cir goi cho b6 - hodc tot hon, tro 1y ctia bé - va
nho goi dién thoai téi dich vu stra xe nao do giup chung t6i; cach do da giup Caroline va toi ve
nha rat nhiéu lan. Chi v&i mot cd dién thoai, toi c6 the lam moi viéc dé dang cho Nick va toi
hon rat nhiéu. Va néu toi khong thuwc hién cudc goi do trong lic dang dirng day gilra cai khu
lanh cong nay, rang danh lap cap toi cling khong chac d¢ 1a vi toi khong mudn Nick nghi tdi qua
cong chia hay vi toi dang c6 kiém thém th¢i gian duwoc & bén Nick.

Nick hoi s6 dién thoai ctia toi, nhung ciu chang néi 1a khi ndo sé goi cho toi ca. Chlng téi



mé&i chi biét nhau dugc cé vai gio, nhung, irm, ching téi da biét vé nhau dwogc kha kha roi, thé
nén toi cling mong rang it nhat diéu dé cling ham y rang ching toi sé€ som gap nhau th01
nhung ciu chang ndila khinao ca. Va tdi chang mudn dogi dé tim ra dap an dau.

T6i rut dién thoai ra khoi tdi ao cua Salvatore va xem. T6i thdy s6 ctia Nick. T6i ban khodn
khong biét c6 nén dat tén cho s6 clia cau khong. Néu toi lam thé, thi tim t6i thirc sy s€ nat tan
néu cau khong goi lai: tim toi sé& quan 1én mdi lan t6i mé cai dién thoai nay ra va thay tén cau ¢&
do. Toi sé phai nem cai dién thoai nay vao thung rac mat Roi toi nghe bai hat trén radio 'chd
quan thu ngan va dé la co Alanis Morissete dang yéu ctia bs va toi nghi veé chuyén trong mot
dém Nick da go1i lén cai ma toi goi la “Norah - nhiing sy bién boi tudi vi thanh nién ctia Alanis”
ra sao, bo tlrng ndi tdi c6 du kha ning chuyén phat tir Alanls meo hoang gian dit trong bai “You
Oughta Know” thanh Alanis meo con diu danh trong “Thank U”, va t6i quyét dinh Ivu s6 Nick
vao dién thoai ca minh du thé nao di nira. T6i dinh cho tén cau la Khdng A, nhung ngo rang
viéc dé sélam cau cuc Ky tirc gian. Con tén Bé'nhé cua Salvatore lai qua dai. Thé 1 tdi chi bAm
c6 Nick. That gian di. That ngot ngao. Va toi goi cho cau.

“Cau c6 gap ai trong dé cho néi nho cap dién khong?” cau hoi day hy vong.

“Van chua hoéi ai ca. Vay thi, irm, néu c4u noi 1a ciu sé goi cho t6i vao mot lic nao do, thi
lic d6 1a luc nao vay?”

“Cau chang dé cho cho toi tao bat ngdr 4?”
“T6i ghét bat ngo.”
“Toi khong tin.”

“Nghe nay,” toi ndij, rat nghiém tuac, “Tris c6 lam cai viéc la goi dién cho cau tir hang ghe'
sau trong khi cau dang 14i xe cho c6 ta khong7 Vi ¢6 ta hoc cai do tir toi day. C6 dé khong phai
ldc nao cling 1a gido vién dau, ciu biét diy.”

“Tris nao co?” cau noi, va dap may. Té6i mirng la minh da lwu tén cau vao dién thoai.

T6i mong la Nick con tién vi t6i thuc sy da tiéu dong Xu cudi cung cua minh roi, nhing
dong xu cuoi cung dd dung de mua mdt tdi ban Oreo iu, va toi khi toi doc xy ra tra cho nguoi
thu ngan, t6j gdo Ién cho tat cad moi ngwoi trong clra hang nghe thdy, “CO Al 0 PAY CO XE CHO
NOINHO CAP AC QUY HAY Gl KHONG?”

Khong loi dap. Nay, toi da c6 hét mirc roi ddy nhé. Du vay, trwdc khi quay lai cho cai xe, toi
nghe cai thu thoai Caroline dé lai hoi téi. C6 han da goi luc dang trong trang thai hau thao cong
ngay trwdc khi 1én giwdng di ngu, vi giong nghe that danh yéu va hanh phuc, “Norah? Norah
Norah Norah,” c6 khé hat, nhw 1a ru vay. “Thom va Scot néi cau dang di choi véi ban ho! C4 dé
cling dé thuong, du di giay hoi xau. Va néu khong tra loi cudc goi nay thi cau phal thuc su rat
thich cdu ta, vi t& biét cau, va t& cling biét cau biét t& dang goi cho ciu. Va t& doan 1a tat ca
nhitng diéu té mudn néi véi cau 13, cau da ludn  quan tdm chdm soc to va cho du c6 hon ky khi
tinh ddy trong mot cai xe tai toi den v6i hai cdu con trai la hodc git bai ddu xe cia mét clra
hang tién ich 7- Eleven nao day, t& van thay vui vi cau da quan tdm dén ban than minh thay vi
t& mot lan trong doi. Va té mong la cau s€ mot quing thoi gian that tuyét, t& thyc sy mong
day Va truwa ngay mai khi téi phai chiu dung con vang vat sau khi say va Chll’l cau vl toi bé roi
t& thi ciu cir bat lai cho t& nghe lai cai doan nay nhé, dwoc khong? Yéu cau.” Téi mim cuoi. Va



lwru tin nhan lai.

Toi quay lai cho Jessie. “Xin 16i, anh ban,” tdi n6i véi Nick trong luc chui lai vao trong xe.
To6i moi cAu mot cai banh Oreo iu.

“Toi ghet lai Oreo,” cau noi, va gio toi lwot toi noi, “toi s€ vo nhwr minh chwa bao gio nghe
thiy diéu do.”

Nick budrc ra khoi Jessie ¢ dé m& nap xe. Trong khi ciu dang kiém tra dong co, toi klem tra
cai vi dia nhac trén san xe. Van nhitng nghi pham thu'cmg gdp, Green Day va The Clash va The
Smiths, dung, nhung ciing c6 ca Ella Fitzgerald va Frank Sinatra, ca Dino, Curtis Mayfield va
Minor Threat va Dusty Springfield va Belle&Sebastian, va khi t0i dang lat gi¢ cai cudc doi am
nhac cua cau, co hiéu ciu qua s¢ thich cta cau, téi budc phai thira nhan rang khong nhwng toi
khong bi lanh cam, ma tdi con c6 kha nang 1én dinh nhidu [4n nita co. C6 the cai cau Nick nay sé
khong goi dién cho toi nita, nhwng cau thuc sw 1a ban Am nhac chi c6t cda toi. Toi 14y cai dai di
dong tir hang ghé sau ra va chinh dén mot ban hoa tiu ngau hirng soi dong.

Nick chui lai vao xe. “Thé day,” ciu noéi. “Ching ta phai 1én ké hoach khac dé vé nha thoi.
Jessie sé khong chiu nhic nhich dau.” Cau 16i vi ra. “Va di nhién la toi chang con ti tién nao.
Nhwng t6i van c6 mot cai thé di tau dién ngdm MetroCard! Toi thanh that xin I6i, Norah!”

Toi chang thay budn gl, vi nerng 101 cau noi lam toi nh¢ téi bai hat cia nhom Le Tigre ma
toi yéu thich, Va toi map may moi, My' My MetroCard!” [50]va Nick ndi tiép bai hat bang cach
dap lai rang, “OH FUCK/ G1u11an1 '[51] roi ching t6i cung két thic bang, “HE’S SUCH/ A
fucking jerk!” [52]

“Gio clr dé Jessie lai day dén hét hom nay da. Toi sé nghi xem lam gi v&i no6 sau khi chop
mat mot chat. Néu chung ta nhay tau cao toc téi Port Authority, tdi c6 quen mét cau chuyén lai
xe tai chuyén lic sang som toi Hoboken. Cdu ay trong nhém Pretty Girls Named Jen [53], mot
ban screamo hang nang cua Jersey - cau biét ho ) khong? Nhung ma toi biét cau ay sé& cho ching
ta ve mién phi, va khi da Ve t&i Hoboken, toi c6 thé 1ay xe cta chi toi cho cdu vé nha. Tom lai
tat ca nhing gi ching ta can lam 1a di bt tau. Du téi khong chic 1a minh cé con dd strc dé di téi
cho bat tau nira. Ciu thi sao?”

Luc nay chung toi da chinh thirc mat toan bd glac ngi dém nén danh chon cach tinh tao
nhw sdo va tan huwong ngay moéi tuoi dep nay. T01 tra 101 voi mot tir duy nhat “KHUNG!” T6i
bat dia nhac 1én, va ctr thé ci thé, Nick va toi cung nhau hat theo, rd 1én theo, “I like the party,
not drink Barcadi” [54] vi ching t6i da c6 giai diéu punk hang khung, cam giac that de chiu,
nhac cang luc cang to trong khi ching toi nhin nhay khién Jessie giat dung dung. Nick lac dau
dién cudng va ching toi cling nhau la Johny Castle gap Johnny Rotten qua D] Norah. Va ching
tdi dang tinh, ching t6i dang song.

Chung t6i di bo sudt toi tan phd Canal - lam dwoc day nhé, tham chi ching t6i con chay
loan len & ddy co - va ching tdi dang ndm tay nhau, cwoi vdi nhau va hon nhau va vira hat vira
gao, “Mommy’s just jealous it's the BEASIE BOYS,” va ct thé cir thé chung toi nhay xubng
nhirng bac thang vé phia ga tau. Vai dong graffiti trén twong hoi. Hoi moi nguwoi di qua, ha
chuang Iay lam quan hé sao? Sdch Ai ca, doan 1:12 va t6i nghi, Khong dau, Chtia g, du Nguoi co
la cdi qudi gi di nita, diéu nay khong phdi khong co y nght gi voicon. No ¢o y nght ldm day Toi co
thé hinh dung ra minh 12 mot du khach téi khu phé Tau va mua mot cai ao phong cé chit, “Toi
D3 S6ng S6t Qua Mot Pém Thirc Trang” hoic “Nick&Norah P Téi Marriott Marquis va Tat Ca
Nhitng Gi T6i Kiém Pwoc La Cai Ao Nhau Nhi Nay,” nhw thé trai nghiém dé chwa hé xay ra néu



khong c6 chiéc 4o 4y lam bang c6.

Khi Nick quet the MetroCard ciing 1a ltic chung t6i nghe tiéng mot doan tau chay toi, giola
sang som Chu nhat nén tot hon la t6i nén chay nhanh vi ai biét phai doi bao lau nita méi c6
mot chuyen tau nita dén. Ciu dwa toi cai thé nhung khi toi cd quet no, cai may hién Ién chi
Khoéng Pu Tién, vi chac hdn Nick da dung hét gia tri cai thé roi.

“Khon!” toi noi.
“Khén!” ciu noi.

Nick dat tay cau 1én tay t6i tir phia bén kia cai ctra xoay chi cho phép tirng ngudi vao. Cau
noi, “Pung lo, clr nhay qua day di.”

Toi lwdng luw du toi blet viéc toi ctr chan chir sé khién ching to6i 1& mat chuyén tau sap den
Néu toi nhay, thi diéu nay s€ tro’ thanh sy that, cdu sé 1a that. Toi sé phai pha luat vi cau, va
chuyén do sé troi chung toi lai voi nhau mai mai, ngoai vong phap luat, nhw Bonnie va Clyde
Va nhin xem chuyén ctia ho da thanh céng thé no.

“Nao, Norah,” Nick noi. “T6i nghe thay sw giuc gid trong giong noi cua cau, va mot lAn ntra,
toi lai ngh1 Oi, téi nghiép Nick. T6i mudn néi la vé co ban thi tbi la mot c6 gai rat tuyét nhu'ng
toi cling la mot con be kha kho chiu. Toi blet thé. Con cau thi c6 vé khong biét minh dang dinh
vao cai gi. L& ra toi nén ctt tw goi dich vu stra xe va dé Nick di.

“Norah?”

Néu tbi lam viéc nay, né sé glong nhw la nhay va gitra mot mosh pit vay. Nguy hiém. Dir
doi. Tuyét voi. D6 chi 1d mot cai clra xoay chét tiét, nhung chuyen gl s€ xay ra néu toi khong
qua dwoc bén kia? Cé nhitng ngwdi khong bao gi¢r séng sét ra khéi mot man mosh pit.

Tiéng phanh tau rit 1én diéc tai bao hiéu tau da vao ga.
Nick noi, “Minh c6 cung lam viéc nay khong day?”

Viéc sdn sang ném minh qua sw ngin cach vi dai gitra ching t6i sé 1a mot buéc nhay cla
niém tin.

T6i nam 14y ban tay 4m ap ctia ciu. Thé siu.
Chuln bi.
San sang.

Nhay.






[1] Vui vé véi anh ta/ Vui vé véi anh ta/ T6i thwe sw muén/ Vui vé véi anh ta

[2] Cat Xéo

[3] Con giéng ctia ban to dén c& nao?

[4] Chiém ldy thé twong phong/ Vui vé véi anh ta/ Chiém Idy thé twong phong/ Va vui vé véi anh ta
[5] Ban C6 Dam bang Khong?

[6] “Anh muén em mudn anh”, “Mat trang budn”, va “Moi 1o xin 16i”

[7] Dev, vé nha véi téi, Dev Dev Dev, t6i mudn cdu vui vé véi thang nay

[8] Cdch em hdt trong gidc ngil/ Nét mdt em trwéc khi em nhdy/ Méng mo ky la em dp i/ Em khéng biét/ Nhung téi vdn hdng
déy

[9] M6t loai thudc thwong dwgce dung dé diéu tri cho tré tang dong giam chu y.

[10] Bai hadt néi tiéng trong phim Phu thuy xi Oz

[11] Ca sichinh ctia nhém Green Day

[12] Billie Jane khong phdi ngwoi yéu cua toi, dira tré do khong phdi con toi

[13] Caroline hoi nhw vay vi tén quéc té cia Nam Tw 1a Yugoslavia, ma ho lai dang & trén xe Yugo

[14] New York, New York, hét nhw t6i twéng twong - nha choc troi, va tit cd moi thi

" align="justify">[15] Nguoi Thiéc: nhan vét bing thiéc , khéng cé trai tim trong Phi thiy xir OZ.

[16] Phwong thudc chira lanh

[17] Hinh béng em

[18] C6 dbc vi chia tay

[19] Tiéng La tinh : Bu6ng toi.



[20] Cong vién phia Nam
[21] Canh nhung tuyét
[22] Hay lai d6n nhén anh, Em

[23] Thuong dién ra trong mot rockshow. Khan gia tu tap trudc san khau (khong ghe
ngoi), bi cuén Vao s cubng nhiét cta man trinh dién dong thoi thé hién su cuong nhiét clua
ban than, ho x6 diy, va dap, tham chi tdn cong nhau, doi khi kha bao Iwc nhung cé quy tac. Co
nhigu kiu mosh pit (open pit, close pit, circle pit VV) tat ca thuwong di kém véi man tung
minh tir sin khiu xudng cua ca si (hoac khan gia nao d6) vao dam déngbén duwdi, quing mic,
dap nhaccuv.v

(241 Mot loai ma tiy gay 4o giac.

[25] Nguyén van: She knows about toxic. Toxic dong thoi 1a tén mot bai hat ting gianh
giai Grammy cua Britney Spears. Video clip cua ca khuc nay c6 canh mot nir tiép vién hang
khong 16i nam hanh khach vao toa 1ét may bay.

[26] Thoai mai ti di. D6 dién
[27] Giong nit cao
[28] T6i vor thanh tram manh

[29] trén Ludlow/ thé gidi troi dat di that 1au/ tit ca nhirng gi téi khong hiéu/ dang khép lai/ trén Ludlow/ béng do 1én 1&
dwdng/ clr nai xin dirng di/ nhung em nao c6 nghe

[30] Ai s& phai xin 16i/ Khi chung ta thanh thé nay?/ Ai sé chi 18i cho chiing ta khi ching ta da/ di xa dén tan day?/ tra 1oi toi/ tra
1o diéu nay di/ tra 1o tat ca nhitng cau hi ma/ téi qua s¢ dén khong dam hoi

[31] Trén Ludlow/ em cho t6i biét/ va t6i dé em di/ va ching ta déu da sai sai/ sai

[] Trén Ludlow/ c6 mot cai bong/ lam sw that dugc tiét 16/ va ching ta déu da sai sai/ sai
[33] Khéng bao gitr niva/ 14 didu t6i ludn noi
Khéng bao gi¢ nira/ 1a diéu t6i ludn néi
Khong bao gi¢ nira/ 1a diéu toi luén néi

[34] trén Ludlow/ khoang cach chi bing mot tAm ném/ tir noi chung ta c6 thé di/ t&i chd danh cho ching ta/ trén Ludlow/ tim



toi trén Ludlow/ trén Ludlow/ tim toi & day ...
[35] T6i mudn ndm tay em

[36] Néu can ddm hanh dong anh cé thé, thi c6 1& da t6t dep hon/ Pa khién em hanh dong cudng nhiét hon/ Trwdc trang gidy
khong mét 1oi anh viét

[37] Tinh yéu tdi khong hé gia d6i/ hay chila chét ludi ddu moi/ nén néu em chang dap lai 1o toi/ thi c 1& sé that 1a khong phai
[38] Poan thoai trong phim Heathers
[39] Gaslight

[40] Sao s6 phén t6i lai dwoc dinh doat/ trong phong vé sinh nit?/ Ngoi &4 khau khi bi mia mai/ trong phong vé sinh nit/ Nhirng
ngudi la phai rira tay cho hét mui toi/ trong phong vé sinh nit/ khoa chit ctra va ném nhirng 1&i khdn ciu/ trong phong vé sinh nit.

[41] Chtic Ban May Man Hoang D& Da Pen!), 1a ¢é d lam gi Noral? C6 dy & ddu?

[42] Cach em hét trong gidc ngli/ Nét mit em nhin trwdc khi em nhdy / Mong mo ky la em 4p i/ Em khong biét/ Nhung tdi van
hidng dé€ y/ Cach cai cham tay ctia em bién thanh tia Itra dién/ Cch em luét vao sdu thdm bong dém/ Nhip dap cua trai tim toi da
mé&,/ Em khong biét dau/ Nhung tdi van hing dé y

[43] Cao thi tot hon la thap

[44] Anh danh cdp trai tim em va d€ n6 cho xe can nat

[45] PBiéu gi d6 vé chuyén da xay ra khi ta n6i chuyén

[46] Tro chuyén v&i anh nhw mot chit gy nghién vay

[47] Piéu c6 dy mun & téi/ lic cudi ngay/ Caligula hdn phdi dé mdt

[48] M6t céng trinh diéu khdc bang kim loai ctia Bernard (Tony) Rosenthai ddt trén qudng trwiong Astoe, cé hinh mét khéi ldp
phwong Ién. Céng trinh dwoc ddt tén chinh thitc la Alarno, nhung thwong goi la The Cube (Khéi Idp phwong).

[49] Em c6 céi vé mat that Ghét, Yoko

[50] Oi! Cai thé MetroCard ctia t6i!

[51] o1 CHET TIET/ Giuliani

[52] HAN QUA THAT LA/ Mot thing tdi khdn khiép!
[53] C6 Gai Dé Thwong Tén Jen

[54] T6i thich tiéc tung, khong dung Barcadi
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