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“Jake!” Me tdi goi. “Sap c6 bao roi. Me vé tré nén chwra ddn Hommer cho bac si thu y dworc.

Con di dau suot vay?”

“Di choi a.” T6i mét moi dap.

“Nghe me dan nay, troi sap mura roi.Con nhé dong tit ca cac clra so lai roi don dep nha kho
dwdi tang ham cho sach sé&.”
T6i ngdi thu lu trén truong ky, nhin nhé dap lai. “0’'mm, me oi. Viéc d6 dé mai lam khong dwoc
sao7"

“Khéng dugc. Sang sém mai chi thiu téi danh gia cidn phong méi trang hoang.Véi lai viéc doé
gitip con kiém duorc ha1 muoi do day
Me 16i tdm 4o mua ra.“A,me de ‘may thung do linh tinh & dau ciu thang. Néu mudn c6 chd 4m
ciing dé tu tap ban be thi con can phai giai toa chiung di.”
Mot noi am cing. Suyt nita thi t6i pha ra cuoi.
T6i m& canh clra thong xudng tang ham. Mot dong hop cac-tong ngon ngang chan 16i. T6i dwa
chan dung dua nhe dam hop giay khién chung truot tung bé xudng tan chan cau thang...
T6i lui cui di dong ctra s6 phong khach va nha bép. Bau troi den kit, ndng né, day vé de doa Ma
phai, sdp c6 bao roi.
Cudc hop sau-gio-tantruong ¢ trang trai Cassie hom nay chang vui vé gi.
K€ tir khi Marco phai bién hinh trwé'c mat ba nd, tui toi ci loay hoay ban coi c6 nén thao bo vo
boc, cong b6 cho gidi truyén thong dai ching biét “than phan” ctia hoi va loan bao vé tinh hinh
nguy khon cia Trai dit hay khong.
Suy nghi, cAn nhac mai deu thay viéc tiét 16 bi mat chwa biét c6 cat bét gdnh ndng cho tui téi
hay khong, nhung chac chan sé c6 nhu’ng tac hai khon luong.
Hién tai s& di bon Yeerk chwa ram ro truy quét Trai datlavi phuong phap bi mat van con c6
loi cho chiing.Né&u tui tdi béc mitna ctia Yeerk khong chirng sé phai tra gia bang su bién mat
cua nhing thanh pho lom.
Chung t6i khong | thé liéu linh. Nhung loai ngwoi da bi nhiing con sén Yeerk am i dau doc qua
1au roi. Loai nguoi dang dan mat linh hon. That khé nghi. Can phai chin chiing lai. Nhung ma...
d6i dau truc dién thi...
Vira mién man nghi t6i vira 1o do buoc xuong tang ham tdi thui. Ngang qua chlec may giat
dang chay. Lai leo 1én nha sau, 16i xuong may cai thung rong cung but 16ng va sung ban keo.
Cam thiy soi diy co-tong cham vao canh tay, t6i giat mot phat, cai bong den long thong gitra
phongloé 1én. Anh sanglam mat tdi nheo lai ,quay mat di.
San ham day gidy ma virt lung tung, thém chiéc xe dap cii clia toi, cdy dén gdy cling bao nhiéu
thw ham ba lang khac.
To6i xép nhing to gidy chi chit c6t s0, trén dau cé dong chit Theo Déi Chi Tiéu Hang Ngmthanh
mot chdng xdc xéch. Sau d6 nhét chung vao mot thung riéng roi dé bén ngoai : PO LAT VAT
CUA ME.
T6i d6 mot dong gidy khac ra san. To gidy trén cung c6 dong chit cia mot chi nhéc,ghi: “Heé
nay minh da lam gi?” Bén goc glay dwoc déng ddu tem VIEC TOT!
Do la sach v cli ciia Tom trudc khi anh bi mwon xac. Toi quang vao mot thung khac,dinh ghi
tén anh 1én nip thung. Ngdm nghi mot hoi toi [ai thoi, chi dé: THUNG RAC. T6i khong cO anh
trai nira.
Phia trén dau toi con c6 ca ké do tum lum. K& bén thung d6 vt ctia me 1a thung ghi TRANG
HOANG NGAY NGHI. Téi nhuén tay véi chiée hop ké no, dat xudéng san nha.
Trén nap hop d& ONG CO GO'1 CHO JAKE, chir viet tay cia me. Ra day la chiéc hop 6ng Co dé€ lai
cho t6i trong di chuc? Chac me d€ danh téi ngay sinh nhét toi méi trinh lang,
That ra n6 la mét chiéc ruong kiéu cii boc da den, c6 trang tri may dudng vien kim loai. Ndp
hop cong, khac néi chir Fitzhenry rat bay buwdém.
Cai tén nay rat quen. Hinh nhuw toi da gdp vai nguoi mang ho Fitzhenry tai cuéc hop mat gia
dinh nhan dip nao do6 ro6i? La anh em ho cua me chang?
T6i vira dinh mé& nip rwong thi dién ctp. Cin ham tdi hi.. May gidt ngung. Tiéng gié va mua



quat bdm bop 1én tdm kinh ctra s6 tdng hdm, moi lic mdt to hon. Bong...

Kraaicc- -choang!

T6i lan mo vé phia phatra tleng dong. Anh sang bén ngoai lot vao chi di cho t6i thay mot canh
cay gay lam bé kinh clra s6 tAng hAm. Gi6 d4y nhitng hat mwa ban tung toé vao trong.

Lai mot khung hoang nira.

That dé chiu néu né chi nhé nhit nhw vay.



T61i lap chap di lén cau thang, ron rén budc trén m¢é thuy tinh vo. Chiéc dén pin dé trong nha
bep, ké ben bép 10, dang cam vo6 phich sac nang lwong. Toi rat no ra,vée cudn bang keo dan 6 ong
nuwoc trong ngan td roi lat dat chay tré lai ting ham.

T6i cho miéng glay bia 1én chd ctra s6 vy va dan dinh vao birc twong. Tang hAm tSi om om,
chico moi anh den pin le 101
Mdtda ctia cai rwong “d6 c6” pha ddy bui. Téi nhac nap lén va roi den vao bén trong.
Mot 4o khoac bang len mau xanh ddm, véi hang nat dong 1on c& dong 25 xu.
Bén dudi 4o 16m ngom du thw 1at vat. thng huy chwong cii gin tua vai da nhat mau. Mot con
dao hai ludi, dai,gi sét. O dang cudi cho dang rala chuéi dao lai la mot vong kim loai cong va
hai cai 15. Hinh nhuw con dao nay c6 y nghia gi do.
Chang c6 gi dang ké trong ruong. Mot cai ca nhom, luge, ban chai danh rang tua son nhin nhw
tw ché.Toi tw héi khong biét phai xép nhirng thir 14m cAm nay vao thung nao.Cai rwong coi b0
khong con kham néi nhiém vu chita dung nita roi..
RAM Clra sau dong sap lai.

“Me vé ha?” Toi gao lén.”"Me do a?Con Homer sao roi me?”

Khong cé tiéng tra 1oi. Toi bd mic ddm rwong hom tanh banh d6 va than trong leo 1én cau
thang Bao da ngot

“Me o1i!” T6i goi. “Pién clp roi. Véi...

B4t giac toi quay ngodt lai, va thay Tom dang dirng strng sitng ngay quang giita nha bép va
phong khach. Anh nhin t6i chdm cham, im re,

“Oa! Anh lam em hét hon,” téi thot 1én, co khong16 ve té diéng. _

“Co bdo ha anh?” T6i hoi vu vo va c6 mim cwoi, trong khi Tom van lanh bang.

“Néu khong c6 dién chac ngay mai ching ta nghl hoc qua...

“MAy phut nira la lai 0 lai lien cht 1am gi ma phai ban 1én vay,” Tom lanh lung dap.

“(f...Aanh gitip em sip x€p lai tAng hAm dwoc ' khong? Du¢i do da th tum lum ha " Toirang
no6i cho that tw nhién, du that sw anh 1am t6i &n xwong s6ng. Mot ngwdi anh rudt b1 diéu khlen
b&i mot ké thu. Téi ma 16 1o hay hé hénh gi d6 1a toi mang lién. Nhung 6ng anh gia tao ctia toi
doéng kich ciing hay chang kém...

“Th01 di,” anh gat phat. “Bdo me t6i nay anh khong dn t6i & nha. Anh phai di cong chuyén.”

“Pi dau Vay""

Tom khéng thém tra 1o, c lui hui bwée di. “Chuin bi,” anh ta vira 1am bam, vira hwéng vé phia
hanh lang.

T6i cang nguoira. Tén Yeerk trong dau Tom dang bi stress. N6 lam bam noi chuyén mot minh.
Toi gla do nhw khong nghe thay va xuong lai tang ham, bat dén pin 1én, dung vao tu ngan cho
né toa sang bitc twdng dang sau cai rwong. To6i 1ay cai 4o jacket co hang khuy bu ra.

BICH!

Co cai g1 do nay Khoi nép gip roi xuong nén nha.

T61i gili ao, coi no co chira thém mon do nao nita khong. Ao dai,vai rong cd vai toi nhung vat ao
dai tdi tin dau g01 Mot vét rach noi nguce trai. Toi gap né lai, dat vao ruong va lwom vat roi 1én.
b6 1a mot quyén sach, bia boc da. Nhirng trang sach da xuc x1ch T6i cdi xuong gan cay dén va
1at tor bia ra. Trang maodé ghi Trung uy Isaiah Fitzhenry. T6i Iat tiép.

Chiing téi biét Twéng Forrest va trung doan Ky binh ¢ do...

Dot nhién t6i nho lai minh da nghe cai tén Fitzhenry ¢ dau rdi. D614 6 ong cd t6 ma Co tirng nhiac
téi mot anh hung trong cudc Noi Chién.

Co 1é day la quyén nhat ky cua ong.

Vay la bay gio nhiing thit linh kinh trong rwong da cé ¥ nghia. Ao khodac 1a quan phuc ctia 6ng.
Nhung con con dao?

Toiluotle qua may trang. Nét chir ngay ngin, thing hang. Sic nét, bay bwém hon kleu chir viét
ngay nay. Vai chit phai nhin ky méi doc ra, nhung nhin chung déu dé doc. C6 nguyén mot trang
nhoé nhoet muc va nhitng vét mau nau. Téi quay tré lai trang dau.

l(]ake?"



T6i nghe tleng me & clra sau. Tleng mong vuot con Homer miét loc coc 1én nén gach men. Roi
tleng ru ru tir trong phong giat may gidt da hoat dong tra lai. Béng dén phia trén dau nhang 1én
ha1 1an roi sang han.

“Jake?”Me lai goi lan nita.
T01 b6 cuon nhat ky 1én trén cai 4o len.

“Con 1én day!”
Toi gap cudn nhat ky lai va dong napruong vao ludn.
P43 tirng c6 mdt cudc chién tranh khac,cach day lau 1dm roi..



ISAIAH FITZHENRY

Dinh Sink ler,bang Tennessee.
Ngay 23 thdng 12 ndm 1864
Buoi sang som.
Chting toi biét Twdng Forrest va trung doan ky binh & dé, nhwng viéc éng

ta c6 to1 day khong, hodc bao gio toi thi chang ai duoc ro. Cach day hai ngay, khi chung to6i
t&i doanh trai, Pai ta Charles Shaw dang la chi huy biét doi, nhung dém hom qua 6ng da qua
doi, khong phal vi tring dan cia Phién Quan, ma Ia do sot rét.

Toi, Trung uy Isaiah Fitzhenry, bdy gio la chi huy bigt dgi... “Thua trung Gy!”
Trung si Raines bang qua ctra va chay ao ve phia toi, ing nén ram rap

trén san go hét tiéng trong phao doi vang khién tdi nhady nhém 1én. “C6 tin roi a?” Toi hoi
don.
T6i da phai Raines danh dién géi cap trén, hy vong sé€ nhan dwoc nhitng

ménh 1énh mai -1énh hanh quan chang han. Chiing t6i can phai di chuyén, nhip vao trung doan
va mang nhirng ngwdi 6m téi noi an toan.

“Thwa khdng phai.” Raines dap, 4anh mat lo du roi xudng san, liéc ra ctra s6 roi lai cti gam
xuong. Quai ham Raines nghién chat muén giy rang.
"The thi cai gi?”
Do6i ung be bét bun cua Raines dang chay nhéu nhao. Toi li€c ra ctra s6 cla can nha xiéu veo
dugc trung dung lam s¢& chi huy. Bén ngoaj,troi van mua dim dé, tuyét roi 14 ta.
Ralnes nhudng d6i mat xéch mau xanh tham 1én. “Thuwa, dwong day dién tin...da bi cat.”
T6i cdm thiy mau don 1én mat. Chung t6i da bi cach ly. Raines chuyen doi thé dwng “Linh ky

blnh Confederatelctia Twéng Forrest, thwa trung ty. Mot tén linh ctia Forrest da cat day.”
“Lam sao anh biét dwoc diéu d6?” Toi quic lai,trong long khan tham cho Raines néi sai.“Anh
co chac khong?”
“Linh canh bat duoc tén Phién Quan d6 va da glalhan ve trai.”
T6i lai nhin ra clra s0. Day nui phu swong day ddc, trong lu i nhw ké thu dang ldng 18 truon téi,
goco ching toi, tréi lai va tra tan. Nhw vay Forrest da & rat gan!
“Tén tu ¢ ngoai kia ha?"
“0r Iéu quan y, thwa ngai. Han bi ban vao canh tay khi toan tdu thoat.”
binh Sinkler la mot con dwong gom nhing toa nha go té nhat, c6 tAm chian gio. Néu khong la
giao 10 quan trong thi n6 chi 1a mot thi tran heo hit, chiing tdi chang bao gio 1éo hanh tai.

1Confederate : trong cudc Noi Chién & My(1861- 1865)chi ngwdi ting ho viéc tach mwori
mot bang ra khéi Hiép ching quéc Hoa Ky.

Hai duwong ray xe Itra nho bat chéo qua day. Noi “nho 5” 1a “nhd” vé kich thudéc théi, chirnd la
duong giao thong huyet mach, chuyén ché hang hoa cho quan cua Twong Sherman. Nhu*ng
hang quan nhu thiét yéu nth lu'ong kho, ca phé do anh, léu bat, stiing trwong, giay,vé, trong
phao va dan duwoc...T4t cd moi thir cin thi&t nhim phuc vu chién dich.

Néu ching t6i dé mat nga tu nay, quan ly khai s€ tiéu diét toan b6 quan cua Tudng
Sherman, va nhitng chién thing clia phe Lién Bang & Vickburg va Atlanta sé& tré nén vo nghia.

Nhung hién gio, mdy chuc ngwoi linh cia t6i dang rung nhw rudi trwdc dich s6t lan tran va
mua dong bang gia. Lanh kinh hon, ma chin mén thi thiéu tram trong.

“C6 bao nhiéu ngwdi @ stre chién dau?” Téi hoi.

“Con chua té1 hai muoi ldm nguoi, thwa trung uy. Chi can mot lwc lwong nhé cla Forrest
dén day thoi, ching ta cling khong thé do noi. Bo la thyre té.”
Hom nay la ngay sinh nhat thir hai muoi cua t6i. Hai nam quan ngii da bién tdi thanh mot
ngudi dan 6ng dan day, du dang vé cao gay va mai téc loa xoa trwdc tran van khién todi c6 vé rat



thi€u nién...
"Né’u khong thé danh dién xin ménh 1énh m&i thi ching ta phai tuin thi theo ménh 1énh ci
vay,” T6i c6 ndi that binh than.

“Sao a?” Giong Raines day vé sting sot.

“Hay chuan bi bao vé chét trai. Ching ta sé cho bon Phién Quan hiéu la khong d& ma chiém
duoc giao 16 nay, phai khéng Raines?”
“Thlra phal'"

“Hay tap hop moi nguoi va phan cong lai phan su. Nhung truoc hét, bdo cho quan y la toi sé
tryrc tiep toi gdp ten tu binh.”

Vang, thua ngai.” Raines quay got giay danh c6p va buéec di.
Ngoai ctra s6 vong vao tiéng trong thung thinh vui nhdn, don dap ctia hai ngudi dan thi tran.
Ho quéan 1én quan xudng duwong Phd Chinh, mat nhin thang, dau ngang cao, danh trong diéu
nghe

“Khi Johnny hanh qudn vé nha, hurrah! Hurrah!...”
Ho da rat san sang.
Khi ching t6i lam tran, chic chan tdi phai can dén ho roi..



Gi6 théc thén vao lo tai khi toi budc téi day léu bat.

Chung toi dong quan & cu01 dwong Phé Chinh, noi c6 nhirng duong ray tua ra tir nha ga. Mot
can léu Ién dung lam noi ctru thuong. Chirng hon hai chuc mai léu bang vai bat do day du'ng
thanh hai hang. Néu dich sét cit tiép tuc lan rong, chic ching toi ching can dén nira s6 léu hién
co..
Toi dit quyén nhat ky vao tai phai, cam cii di.Me g&i né cho tdi chung véi mé qua nhan ngay
1€ Ta O'n2.Lé da qua gan ca thang, nhung qua thi chi mai cach day ma'y ngay t6i m¢&i nhan dworc.
So6- cola va khoai tay chién van con an dugc, nhung ga tay da thiu va banh nuéng thi ctirng nhw
sung c6i (wdc gi bay gior toi co sung c6i d& bs sung vao so vi khi, dan duwoc cia minh)...
To6i rat ghét ghi nhatky, vi...Tai sao lai pha1 nh& nhwng dieu minh luén muén  quén di ch(?
Nhung me t6i lai khac. Trong thw gui cho toi, ba viét: “Mot ngay nao do con sé gia, Isaiah. Va
con sé can nhcr lai cudc chién nay...vé nhlrng nguoi linh con da tirng biét, nhirng thanh phé con
da di qua...

“Thua trung uy!”
Trung s1 Raines xudt hién sau léu Cwu thuong, mdt may méo xeo, veé canh giac va b6i roi 16 ro.

“C6 ngudi téi doanh trai, thua ngai.” Vé cing thang trong giong néi cia anh 1am tim tdi thét lai.
Twong Forrest chang?

“Ai vay?” T6i quatkhom lung chuan bi chay. “Cai gi toi? Raines! Néi ro coi.”

“T6i doan ho Ia nhirng nd 1€ bo trén dang nup sau vat doi nay.”
To6i tho phao buc minh vi si ban loan ctia Raines,bdo hai t6i ciing dirng tim theo.Chting ti
khong c6 thoi gian dé phung phi.
Vlec nho mon nay dé ha si giai quyet cling dwoc ma..

“Ho mudn g17" T6i nham nhang ‘Thuyc pham ha?”
“Thwa khong,” Raines noi nang nhoc.“Ho noi ho to1i dé chién dau.”
T6i chot phi cuo1i, cam thay vira ngacn nhién, vira cau ban truéc y nghi v ly qua dang nay.
Toi thang nguoi queo vo goc sau léu ctiru thwong.Hon ba chuc con ngwoi ding thanh hang xoc
xéch trwedc mit toi, dong loat 4o somi va quan lac diéu,nhw thé chi c6 méi mot bd d6 4y mac
mai.
Nhiing ban chan teét bét, 1o loét.Nhing cai ung to1i ta, bét bét dat. Nhirng ciy giy cong queo c6
tai rach rudi cot lung lang
Toi nhin khao hang ngudi an mac toi tan roi noi, giong hoi run 1én vi xtic cadm. “Toi la Trung uy
Fitzhenry.T6i rat cam kich vi cacban da ¢ o day. Chung toi dang phai chuin bi dé dap trd mot
cudc tan cong cua Phlen Quan sap xay ra.”
Lap tirc, lan s6ng xi xao noi l1én khap hang nguoi.

nhu'ng chung toi khong c6 thoi gian dé dong thung cat hay dat ho chong.Chung toi can cong

su' don gian va thing vé phia truwéc. Néu cac ban cé thé gitip ching toi dao that mau..

ZVao ngay thir nam cudi cung cia thang 11-nham ta on thwong dé€ da ban cho thll’C pham
va cudc song.

Mot nguoi dan 6ng nho thé ddi chi€c nén rong vanh buwdc ra khoi hang. “Chung toi dén day

dé chién d4u, thuwra ngai.”
T01 liéc hang nguoi tir trén xudéng dudi, can nhac 1oi phat biéu nham tir chdi thang thung.

“Mong cac ban h1eu cho rang khong pha1 c muon 1a tré thanh linh ch1en duoc...

“Ching toi s€ dao cong s cho ong, thua trung dy. Nhung khi cudc tan cOng xay ra, ching tbi
muon chién dau.”

“Tén anh la gi?” T6i hc’)i

“Jacob, thua trung uy.”

“Cacanh chang danh dam gl duoc dau,” toi noi sang Dleu do khong thé duwoc.”

“Ching t6i 1a nhitng nguo1i tu do, thwa trung ty. T4t cd moi ngudi & day déu tha chét con hon
mat tw do.”
Mot lan nita, nhitng loi thi tham lai 1ao xao ndi 1én trong hang, rd rang 1a tng ho 1o ctia Jacob.



“Va t6i biét linh ctia 6ng dang om bénh vi dich s6t,” Jacob néi thang. “Ngai can nguwoi, thua
trung uy, va c6 chung toi day.

“Chién dau khong dinh liu tm van dé dé!” Toi quat lai, li€c nhin Raines. Vé hop ly trong 101 1€ va
hanh dong ctia Jacob khién t6i ling ting. “Ching toi sé€ cung cip cho cac anh mot it ung, v&, va
thuc pham .dé doi lai cong lao dong. Chung toi can dao hao bao vé. Trung si Raines s€ phan
chia Xeng, cudc va cac dung cu khac cho cac anh.”Téi sting tiét quat. “Congviéc la tat ca nhitng
gl ching t6i c6 thé mang dén cho cac anh.”

Ho khéng thé ch1en diu. Linh cta toi khong doi nao chap nhan diéu d6.Nhitng ngudi dan thi
tran bay gio la “cam tinh quan Lién Bang” sé kich liét phan doi. Luc Irong chién dau phai doan
két chir khog duoc chia ré! Mat khac nhirng ngudi nay khong duwoc huan luyén. Ho khong biét
ban sing than cong néu co sung trong tay.

Tuy nhién,ching t6i dang rat can nhan sw. Voi hai muoi lam nguoi, ching t6i la mot nhiim
chong lai dam dong Quan s6 ctia Forrest 1a bao nhiéu? Hang tram? Khong,co 1é hon...

“T4t ca theo toi!” Trung sT Raines ho, nhip buoc vé phia kho quin dung.

Ménh 1énh ctia anh chang dwoc tuin tht. Jacob van ding sung, 16 mat nhin tdi bang con mit
den nht man dém.

“Ching t6i sé lam bat cir viéc gi khlen tong thong Lincoln cdm thay tw hao,” cu01 cung Jacob
néi va mim cudi y&u ét. Ngan ngir mot lat roi anh di theo Raines.Nhitng ngwoi khac luc tuc di
theo anh.

’(l;m s¢ minh khong thing trong cudc tranh luan dy. That ra, tdi cdm thiy viéc ndy mdi chi bat
au..

'H



JAKE
Re-eeng! o
T6i choang tinh gidc, véi tay chup cai dién thoai trong khi mat van con
dang nham tit. “Al6?”
“Hay, chao ]ake giong Cassie vang lén.
T01 am tr. Pong ho chi 4:55 sang.
“Xin 161, minh bAm 16n s§. Nhung sdn c6 b6 day minh bao luén 1a Toby

nho mlnh cam on bo da cho c6 mwon tip lich st. Minh nghi c6 nhé met b6 1dm do.”

“Roi roi,” toi le nhe."Pi cho gaan di, ba lang thi.Mé&i sém banh ma da...

“Minh cho tht uong thuoc day, chao nha.”
Hum... “Toby,Toby... ’Chaclacé chuyén voi nhitng nguoi HorkBajir tw do roi.
T6i [om cdm bo ra khoi giwong linh vao hanh lang, nghe ngong. Khéng mot dong tinh. Tam
tham dwdi chan téi lanh thon. T61 budrc lai phong Tom va can than he ctra ra. Mot cuc phong
phong dap chin. Tom dang ngu.
T6i nhin mot lat. Khong cu cwa gi. T6i budc vao phong. Ctra kéu to khién toi té nguoi, nhung
Tom van im re. T6i lai gan s& vao dong chan mém. Tim toi dap thinh thich. T6i sé néi gi néu
Tom tinh gidc? T6i 4n nhe, dong chan hoi 16ng ra.Cai giwong chat toan géi.
Tom da lén di lam nhiém vu cho bon Yeerk,
T6i ling 18 trd lai hanh lang, roi 1dng ling xudng lau. T6i udng voi ly nwéc cam roi viét may loi
nhan cho ba me. ’
Con di hoc s6m. Ba me dirng lo lang. Con sé dn mon tritng McMuffin.
T6i dé tdm gidy & may pha ca phé va budc ra cira sau. T6i treo 1én cdy thich3va bién hinh chim
wng peregrine.
Thanh pho truéc binh minh trai dai bén duwoi. Toi bay le lang nhung van day canh giac.
Kia,thung liing trai ra truérc mat toi. Dong suoi lo pho chay ngoadn ngheo tir dinh nui xubéng
trién doc. To6i men theodong sudi té¢i mot quan the lan trai, roi dap xuong va hoan hinh.
<Chao Hoang tir Jake,> Ax cat tleng, mat chinh nhin xuéng trong khi mat cudng lién tuc ddo
khap bon ban. <Tinh hinh rit xiu. Lanh dia nay dang trong vong nguy hiém.>
Ké tor khi Ax m6t minh bat coc Visser Hai ra khoi tau san bay, anh chwa nhin thiang vao mat toi
lan nao. Thanh that ma néi, toi vira tw hao vira dién tiét vé Ax.
bung la van co cia anh da co tac dung, va toi mung vi Ax da ctru t6i khoi phai ra quyét dinh kho
khan ay phai dan do gitra viéc ctru hang ngan ngwoi voi ciru mot triéu nguoi...

“Cé chuyén gi vay?” Toi hdi ngay khi cai miéng ngudi thanh hinh.

3Cay thich:loai cAy cho go dung d€ déng d6 dac va cho chit nhwa dung dé niu xy-ré cé
mui rat dic trung.

Marco gat dau voi Toby, nha tién tri tré tudi cia nguoi Hork-Bajir. C6 bé di 1o6n vong hon

hai mét, cao gan bang nguoi Hork-Bajir to b nhat.
Toby dwng gitra vong tron cung voi Ax, Marco Cassie, Rachel. Tobias dau trén vai Rachel.
Nhu'ng nguoi Hork-Bajir khac dirng cung voi ba me Marco, lang nghe tir xa.

“Co chuyén gi vay Toby?”

“Hom qua ching toi tan cong mot co s& cua Yeerk, cach day mot ngay dwong. Chung toi clru
dwoc bon nguwoi Hork-Bajir... Toby ngirng ndi, mai miét nhin xudéng dong sudi. “Nhwng...mot
nguoi Hork-Bajir tw do da bi bat.”



Mot sy im ldng kinh Khung theo sau loi Toby.
Bi bon Yeerk bit1a con ac mong kinh hoang, 1a diéu ching toi s¢ nhat vi diéu do co nghia la
phan bdi lai nhimg nguoi minh yéu quy. Tt binh sé bi Yeerk chui vao dau, twéc hét ca ky trc va
phai khai ra tit ca nhitng gl minh biét.
Tén Yeerk ti€p can dwgc ndo cua ngwoi Hork-Bajir tirng tw do kia sé biét dwong téi thung ling
nay Valuc do...

“Khong can phai ban cai,” Marco hung hon n6i. “Phai danh phu dau trudrc khi bi tén cong.”

"Pung vay,”Cassie tan thanh. “Du c6 sw giup sirc cua chung ta, Toby va nhitng nguwdi Hork-Bajir
¢ day cing khong thé chong lai quan Yeerk. Ching co6 nhiéu vii khl hang nang, nhiéu quén chi
V1en trongkhi luc lwong ctia chiing ta chua téi mot tram nguoi...

“That khong can sttc,” Rachel buc boi néi.
<Phai,> Tobias dong y. <Nhlrng con cO sw llra chon nao khac dau?>
Toby im ldng mot hoi roi cd be quay qua Ax. Khuru*ng nay rat rim rap, thung liing hep, tau
Con Rép khong the quan thao duwoc, phai khong?” C6 bé hoi.

Ax quét mit cu6ng mot vong quanh khéi cay la. <Ding thé. Nhung vay ciing chang dn thua gi
dau.>

Toby quay sang t61.”Chu giup bao vé thung liing cht, chi Jake?”

T6i cam thay phlen long. Toby dwong nhuw khong nhan ra rang néu rang danh nhau véi Yeerk
th1 ching t6i sé bi tan sat.

“Ching toi rdt mudn giup,” toi Iva 101 noi. “Nhung 1& may lai lam cho cac ban thua thi sao?”
Tob nhin lén cay r01 lai ngo khap luot khu 18u trai. Co bé cam cay gay dang cam xudng dit.

Thung ling 1a nha cua ching t6i,” c6 noi lom. Chung toi sé & lai va chién dau.”

Marco gio tay lén troi,ndi xung thién. ‘Toby!Dtrng c6 dién! Ba, me! Ba me c6 di v&i ho khong?”
Ba me Marco khong to6 thai do gi,ctt dirng chon chan xudng néndit cirng.

T6i tréo 1én chac ba than ciy gan diy, leo 1én ba mét dé moi ngwdi trong trai cé thé thiy va
nghe toi noi.

“Xin hay lang nghe!” T6i hét.“Khodng tir ddy toi sang mai, bon Yeerk sé tran toi thung liing.
Néu khong mau roi khoi day, tat ca chung ta s€ bi chung bit hodc giét chét. Hay roi khéi day.
Chung toi sé giup cac ban dung trai maoi.

Khong ai nhuc nhich.

“Chu Jake,” Toby giong nhong lén. “Nguoi HOI‘k-Ba]H‘ sé khong khuit phuc bon Yeerk dau. Chau

sé ¢ lai chién dau, tat ca dong bao cla chau cling the'

Tiéng gir gir u & ndi 1én khap hang nhitng khan gia Hork-Bajir.

T6i khong tin vao nhitng gi minh nghe thiy. “Cho chut!” T61i thét. “Cac ban da biétla bon Yeerk
c6 nhiéu vii khi tinh vi. Cac ban da thay tia Nghiét. Hay ty cru minh!” T6i nhin Toby.“Hay trén
di ngay bay gio. Hay song dé chién dau trong mot ngay khac!”

Khong ai tra lo1.

Marco vung Vang di toi cho ba me, nhu thé mudn tho 16 ra nghi cda minh vay. Rachel liéc nhin

toi bang con mat nay ltra. Nhd mudn tdi nghi lai.

Dung,chung toi da ch1a phe. Phai quyet dinh bang cach biéu quyet thoi. T6i nhay khoi chac cay.

“Nao nao,” toi la théng thiét. “Nhirng ai mudn song hay ding ve phia téi day. Nhitng ai mudn
chét trong tay Yeerk, hay dirng qua bén kia voi Toby.”

Chang c6 tleng 1Am bam clng chang ai ngo nguay.

<Pay la quyét dinh ctia cac ban,> Tobias néi voi nhitng nguoi Hork-Bajir. <Nhwng toi nghi cac
ban nén nghe theo Jake. Anh 4y chi muén diéu tét nhat cho cac ban thoi.>

T6i liéc nhin Ax. Anh ding hoi tach ra, lanh lung, ve khong muon can thiép vao viéc cia nguoi
khac ma dé ho tw quyét dinh so phan cua minh.

Mot nguoi Hork-Ba]1r tre buérc ra khoi dam dong va di vé phia Toby. Jara Hamee va Ket Helpek
nhap bon véi anh ta. Nhitng nguoi khac lan lrot theo sau.

Mot hoi, tat cd moi Hork-Bajir trong thung liing déu dirng vé phia nha linh dao cia minh.



ISAIAH FITZHENRY

T6i vén clra léu ctru thuong budc vao. Anh sang mo di. Khong khi ngot ngat, day mui lom
lom cta bénh tat va chét chéc.
Tb6i tién vé phia trwdc, mat cang ra nhin.
llAah'"
T01 vap phal mot vat mém mém, dm am, lién 1ui lai ngay khi n6 cao giong phan doi.

“Xin 161!” Toi JAn mo tim cay cot chong lBu. ‘ ‘Sally,c6 d6 ha?”

Khi mat nhin da quen, t6i thdy mot phu nit ding bén ban, dang vat tdm vai day mau vao thau
nwéec.
“La toi day, trung y,” Sally trd 10i véi vé hén hé hon té6i mong doi. “Anh ki€ém tén tu binh a?”

“Phai roi.”

Sally Miller 1a dan thi tran. Néu Dinh Sinkler xitng ddng c6 mot chd trén ban do thi n6 phai cam
on co ay. bangléra ching t6i d3 mat nhiéu binh linh hon, néu nhw khéng c6 ban tay cham séc
tan tinh cda co

“Loi nay nay,” Sally chi. “Ching toi tach riéng han ra dé han khong lam phlen nhitng nguwoi
khéc. Han bi kich dong ghe qua, nhung t6i da coi vét thuwong cho han roi..

“Co that 1a ky diéu, Sally.”

Chong toi thinh thoang cung khen t6i nhu vay. Nhitng nguoi nay can toi, thua trung uy. Va toi
tin vao muc dich cua ho.” Sally phoi mot tam meén ban kinh khung 1én giita vach 18u va cay cot
chéng. “Muc dich clia quan Lién Bang,” c6 nhan manh roi di ra, dé toi lai véi tén linh
Confederate dang nam dwdi san.

C6 tay va mat ca clia han bi thwong. VEt thwong bat ddu rin mau ra cudn bang trang méi thay.
Han guwom guom nhin toi.

“Thira quan Lién Bang lay mot thang nhii lam chi huy,” han cit giong ché nhao. “Mot thang
oat chwa sach nwéc mui.”

Loi ché nhao cit xoet qua long kiéu hianh cta toi, ddy bung 1én con gian, nhung toi c6 khong dé
10 ra.
“Tuy nhién,” t6i nha nhan. “Mi da bi tc’)m Mot két qua khong té cua tro choi tré con doé chir.”

“Tao da cat dit lién lac cta tui bay roi, han Ién gan."Khoéng co dién tin. P06 Yankee* kia,may sé
bi bo quén nhuw ¢ sa mac. Chi khac rang & ddy may sé dn dam.”

“The a?” Toi mia mai.

“Chtr sao! Han ro6 l1én. “Tuwéng Forrest ¢ ndm tram quan & Springville, cong véi quan con lai

cua..
Han ngwng bait. Mit tron trirng khi nhan ra minh dd so suat
G10f thitoi da blet ké thi da tién t&i dau va cé bao nhiéu quan roi..

“Cam on ngai,” toi noi,cii dau lam bo lich thiép. “Ngai 1 rat w dwoc VleC
Tén tu binh da khong khi v chdm lén nhw muén tan cong toi, nhung canh tay dau can hin lai.
Han ngd oach xudng, churi thé, nguoi ngom va day mo hoi.

Con gian cua toi bong ngudi tan, thay vao do la sy thuong hai.

Tén Phién Quan cap thap nay dang chién dau vi ly tlrcrng ma han nghi 1a dung dan. Han twdng
minh dang chién dau vi dong bao va qué hwong ban quan.

Han da lam to..

“Bay gior anh co muon gdp nguoi cua minh khong?” Sally hoi, chi qua tdm vai bat dang kia, noi
nhirg nguoi linh cia téi dang nam.

Khong,t6i khong mudn gip ho. Khong mudn chirng kién ndi bt hanh ma minh chang giup gi
du'(yc ca...T6i lan khan.

“Ha si Carson L yéu cau duoc gdp anh.” Sally giuc gia.

“Purroc,” tdi ndi,va chui qua tam bat trudc khi sy e de kip troi 1én.

Nhlrng co thé linh thudc biét doi ctia tdi ndm bat dong, duoc xép chdt trong léu nhw ca déng
hop T6i budrc gitra 101 di hep, vovong tim nhiing dau hiéu hdi phuc.

“Isaiah,” mot giong y€u &t, théu thao goi tén toi.



Ha s Mac Carson mat do dan nhin 1én. B4t chap vét seo méi bén ma trai, Mac van la ciu trai toi
hing biét, vam v0, to khoe, rang trang déu tip, toc den, mit xanh 14 cay.
T01 quy xuong, dat ban tay 1én tran anh. Troi, né nong nhtr Iea.

“Co tin gi kKhong?” Mac théu thao.

“Hai mwoi lam nguwoi,” toi ndi déu déu. “Pé 1a tat cd nhitng gi chdng ta c6. Quan cia Forrest la
nam tram.”

Mac nhan mat.

“Cé6 thém ba chuc nguoi tir trén doi xubng hoi sang nay,” t6i thém.“Ho mudn chién dau.”

“Cam on Chta,” Mac thé manh. “Cau can ngudi, con ho mong muén chién ddu. Pay ciing 1a cudc
chlen cua ho ma.”

“Hay sang sudt, tinh tdo di Mac! Giong diéu ciu y chang ngwdi dan 6ng nhé con cdm déu li bon
ho.”

“]acob  phai khong?”

“Sao cau biét anh ta?” T6i ngac nhién hoi.

“Té¢ da gap Jacob khi vao thi tran. Anh ta mot minh t&i dé tim viéc lam. Ching té cung chia
nhau mau banh mi.”

“Cau da noi chuyén voi anh ta ha?”

“Phai néi rang anh ta c6 hoc hanh déi chgt,” Mac bao. "Anh ta da tuhoc doc va viét, nhung gidu
khong cho 6ng chu trugc cia minh biét. Ong nay da ban anh ta vé mién Nam. Anh ta khéng bao
gl(r biét cha me minh la ai. Ho bi ban va trao d6i nhw nhitng mén hang.”

“Thé anh ta c6 tirng bi don khong""

“To tinla co,du khong thuong xuyén. To nghl cudc song dwédi roi vot va hinh phat rat té hai té
nhlr chinh roi vot vay. C6 khi con té hon.”

“Té nghi,” toi noi,lo 1a liéc quanh nhitng ngwdi linh ndm im thin thit. Téi khéng chic co thé ké
ben Mac c6 con thcr ‘hay khong.

“Caulam on dap mén Ién ban chan té¢ di,” Mac yéu cau.

T6i dich téi cudi tAm ném anh ndm va suyt nin thé. Hai ngén chan cai ctia anh bAm mau va déi
mau nau.

“Té cong d6 ma,” Mac giai thich véi nu cwdi mét moi.

T01 kéo tAim mén lén trum kin chan anh.
“Raines khong nghi chung ta co thé dudi lui quan thu,” téi ndi.
Mac ho va git dau.
“Hay dé nhirng nguoi Negro®°chién d4u,” anh thuyét phuc.
T01 du'ng 1én vé buc boi.
“Isaiah,” Mac goi, tim 14y canh tay tdi. “Ho Ia hy vong duy nhat ctia ching ta.”

4Yankee : chi linh Lién Bang h6i N§i Chién My
SNgudi Negro: chi nhitng ngwdi da den géc chiu Phi



JAKE

“Ho sé chién dau du ¢4 tui mlnh hay khong,” Cassie noi,vé so so. Nhu thé nhé dot nhién nghi
1a1 vé vai tro ctia ching toi. “Ho san sang lanh chlu moi rui ro dé déi 14y tw do.”

Chung ta phai kinh trong diéu do,” Rachel bao. “Va chiing ta no ho sw gitp dé.”

T6i van khong thé tin diéu dang xay ra.

<That strng sot,> Tobias truyén riéng cho ching t6i. <Nhitrng ngwdi Hork- Bajir nay biét minh
la ai va mudn gi.>

“0,” t6i thd dai, bao Toby. “Chung toi sé giup cac ban.”

Marco liéc nhin ti véi vé vira buwc minh vira ddu diju. N6biét day la cudc tranh luan chung toi
khong the thang Cassie nhang cho toi mot anh nhin, ngdm y bao t6i di lam diéu dung dan.
Toby mim nu cuoi la lung va dang s¢ cua nguoi Hork- Bajir.

“Tobias, dit sao thi chti cling 1a con méat trén bau troi. Xin chu vui long kiém tra khu vuc nay coi
cO phat h1en ra tuyén duong thoat nao khong. Chau cam thay ching ta can no. Marco, chu di
lién lac v61i Erek, nho' nguoi Chee phu hinh chiéu thanh cac c6 chi ¢ ng6i nha cia minh.”

Tob ‘nhin dim dam vao toi.

Neu chiing ta can duwong thoat,” toi mim cudi, doan 14y mot canh ciy vé ban doé thd ving nay
len dat. Toby buéc téi cii xudng xem.

“Cam on chy,” c6 tho the.

“A, trm...toi hy vong déng bao c6 hi€u ho sé gap cai gi. Sé chang hay ho dau.”

“Ho hiéu nhiéu hon la chu khen ngoi ho ddy, chu Jake a.Ho tu dong nghi minh phai tw vé trudc
da. Ho da tunglanod 1é r01
T6i ngay ngd gat dau va nhin lai ban d6 dwéi dat.

Mot 1at sau, to1 thAm nhip trai dé ki€m tra sw chuin bi cho tran chién. V&i sw chi dan cta
Rachel va Ax, nguoi Hork—Ba]lr dang dan doi hinh trén cay.

Mot nguoi Hork- Bajir gui bo cay lon trén lung, trong tay cam soi thung bo thoan thoat 1én cay,
14y gwrom g6t chan va c6 tay lam mau bam nhu nguoi tho stra chwa dién thoai chinh phuc d6
cao. Khi Ién dugc chirng chin mét, anh cim guom mat c4 vao cay lam diém tua, dung hai tay
dan két cac canh cay lai véi nhau. Chu'ng muoi phiat sau, anh da hoan tit buc an nip, dwoc che
chan hoan hao.

Xong viéc, anh tho Hork-Bajir lién tréo 1én buc dé€ ki€m tra dd chac chan cia nd. Roi anh phong
veo qua cdy khac, 1ap lai cong viéc tuwong tu.

Tiép theo, mot thiéu nién Hork- Ba]lr tréo Ién may buc da hoan tit va chit 1én day thuwong, dao,
cung no nhtrng loai vii khi do cac nit Hork-Bajir ché tao ra v&i téc dd va sw thanh thao dén
khong tin noi.

Nhiing ngwoi Hork-Bajir gia khong con leo treo nahnh nhen dwoc nita thi dao nhiing ho va
giao théng hao khap trai. Ctr hé mot hé dwoc dao xong thi tui con nit HorkBajir sé cam xuén
nhing thanh coc nhon. Bat ctr ai roi vao day sé bién thanh mlengpho méat Thuy Si 16 cho (néu
con chuira dtrcrc) Chén coc xong,bon tré nhay 1én va 1dp miéng 16 lai bang canh khé va l4 cay
phu lén trén, x0d hoan toan dau tich cai ho.

Ha1 long voi quang canh nay, toi goi bon ban va Toby lai ban do dé thao ludn chién lworc.

“Chung ta & day,” toi chi vao giita hai duong thang song song. “0' hai dau 1a nhiing trién doc va
vach da, khong thé dé dang vuot qua. Phal mat nhleu th&i gian va nd lwc. Vi vay, toi nghi bon
Yeerk s€ ap vao thung 1ung theo 16i nay,” toi chi tré. “Ttr phia Nam, 1én doi.”

“Vay la t6t cho ching ta,” Marco nhdn xét.
<No lam chdm bwéc tién cia bon Yeerk > Ax d6ng y. <Nhung ciing kho cho ching ta rit
lui.Tobias bao 16i thoat duy nhat cua chung ta 1a nguoc thung liing vé huwdng Bac.> Ax chi mot
diém cach trai chirng mot dam vé bhia Bac,noi thung liing rong ra.<Vach thung liing chd nay dé
tréo hon, nhung ciing van cham va kho khin.>
Toi nhin Toby.

“T6t hon ngay tir bay gio chau nén toi vach thung ling va chuin bi chién dau & d6.”
<Chidng ta c6 mdt van dé khac,> Tobias loan bdo.<Toi phat hién ra moét nhém ngudi cim trai.



Ho sé ket vé dwong bon Yeerk tién cong.>

“Minh nghl ching ta phai tim cach thuyet phuc ho roi khoi day,” t6i noi.
Cassie nam canh tay Toby. “Cho du con s6ng sét thi chau ciing phai trén di. Chau dinh sé di
dauT'

“Néu budc phai rat lui tam thoi,” Toby diém tinh dap. “Chung t6i sé 1én do6i.”

“Nhung cdy coi ¢ trén doi khong nhu & thung liing. Ching khong c6 nhirng buc trd an tét. Cac
ban can phai lam lai tat ca.”
<Ma nhitng ngon doi rat gan véi khu ngoai 6,> Tobias noi thém. <Néu nin na & dé 1au sé khong
an toan.Som mudn gl cac ban cling sé€ bi con nguoi bat gap >
“Cé 1é da dénluc Hork-Bajlr can phai dén véi con nguoi,” Rachel nhan dinh. “Ching ta khong
thé trong cho ngwoi Ellimist xuat hién va glup d& nira. Néu c6 ngudi biét chuyén thi bat ctr
diéu gi cling c6 the x4y toi du tot hay xau.
Marco cudinhao. “Tin néng hoi: dan ngoai 6 sé khong chiu lam lang giéng v&i ngwdi ngoai
hanh tinh minh may diy gwom, cao hon hai mét dau.”
Mat Toby xu xuong.

“Xin 161, ching tdi khong nghi cac ban Ia lap di, quai dan. Nhung con dan phd thi sao? Toby,loai
ngum khong thé hoa hop voi nhung ke ung ho doi bong d01 phwong.”

“bung vay,” Tobias noi cham rdi. “Ching toi biét loai ngudi khong wu i véi nhitng nhém
ngu'm khong glong nhw minh.”

“Pau phai lic nao clng thé,” toi phan déi.
<Swnghién ctru cua toi vé 11ch st loai nguoi cho thay ca Marco va Toby déu ding,> Ax noi than
trong. <Vé lich s, loai ngwoi thudc loai it khoan dung nhat trong dai thién ha; c6 dac diém noi
bat 1a thich chinh bhuc, wa bao dong va xung dot.>
“Vay bo dé nghi gi,Ax?” Cassie hdi. “Goi nguoi Hork-Bajir t&i mot hanh tinh xa x6i nao dé
chang7 Chi vi loa1 ngudi hiéu chlen va c6 chap?”

“Nghe hay goém.” Marco lam xam. “Tui tha lam cop hay voi & Neptune ho'n la lam miéng tham
hay hop nga & Trai dat. Tot nhdt, Toby,chau phai lanh cang xa cang tot.”
Mot hoi lau, Toby chang noi gi.

“Nhung ching toi c6 that sy khac cac ban khong?” Cudi cung c6 bé noi.
C6 hwdng ve trai, nhin vao mdt ngudi Hork-Bajir ci xudng dat va 3m dira tré dang khéc ngit
nghéo l1én.
Chd nhéc vira méi bi té. Ngwoi me can than nang chu ta lén vai va diu dang v0 lung no.
Khong, HorkBajir that ra chdng khac gi con nguoi ca.
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Ldc hoang hén, Trung si Raines va hai ngwdi linh nira cing t6i dén dwong Pho Chinh cia
Pinh Sinkler.
Sally Miller va chong, Joe Miller,c6 nhd y mo1i ching toi tham du bira tiéc Giang Sinh do ho lam
chuxj. Va chung toi rat vui murng nhan loi.
Toi sap xép, phan cong linh gac va dé bat Trung si Spear lam chi | huy tam thoi cho toi Khi toi
tro ve. Linh gac cua toi phong toa khip khu rirng va ngon ddi vién quanh thanh phé. Can phai
canh giac tru¢e khi ke thu tan cong.
Suot bubi chiéu nay gan chuc dan thi trin, trong dé cé Joe Miller, tu nguyén mang xéng, cuoc
cung chung toi dao cong sw. Ho nhat quyét khong lam gan nhu'ng nguoi Negro, tham chi &
trong tam nhin cta ho cling khong. Ho bao lii ngudi ctia Jacob 1a diéu si nhuc cho déi quan ctda
chinh phu Lién Bang.
Nhung c6 1€ khong ai 1a khong cong nhan toc do va hiéu ‘qua lam viéc cua nhom Jacob.Cay c6i
toan bo mat phia nam cta Doi Topper duoc chat sach SE, dé nam xudng, tao thanh birc twong
bao veé. thfng nguoi Negro dao cong sw voi trlnh do cia nhitng ki sw1am viéc theo thoi vu. Ho
dao sudt buoi chiéu va san sang dao nguyén ca ngay mai.
Chung t6i dung lai trwéc mot can nha kin gio mau trang, c6 nén lung linh 4m apbénbau ctra sO.
Am nhac réo rat lot qua nhlrng birc tvong va khe ctra. Toi leo 1én bac thang va go cira.
Mui banh que va vani x0c ra cung luc VO’l canh clra mé. Sally ndng nhiét dén ching t6i.“Trung
iy,chao mung cac anh t&i nha chung t6i.”
Sally dep 1dng 1ay trong chiéc vay vién do, tiép véi mau son, mai téc vang bui lon béng bénh. Co
lui lai nhwong dwong cho khach vao va gat dau khi khach di qua.
Chuing tdi nwong theo tleng nhac va tleng 6n ao ma di. Thay hop dan banjo dung ¢ goc
phong,Raines ben voi 14y va 16i ra cay dan day, vé hao httc nhw cdu bé m& mén qua vao sang
ngay Giang Sinh.
Binh nhi Tweed rut trong luc lac ra. Ha si Fox cling 14y tir trong tui ao khoac ra mot cap thanh
g0 bang xwong. Khong ai noi 1&i nao, ho lang 1€ hoa nhap vao nhom thi dan choi ngong. Rat tw
nhién, ho cat tleng hat mot bai hat mé1i, voi nhirng ca tir toi da tirng nghe
V& ning né ctia cuoc dot kich sap téi duong nhuw da tan bién. Nhitng nguoi thi dan v0 tay va
dam chan, dap ban va g dia nhom. Hai ngwoi danh trong toi thay qua ctra so gi6 lua hoi sang
dtrng xem bén canh 10 suoi dang kéu lep bép.

“Xin chao trung ty,” Joe Miller von va. “Chuc Giang Sinh vui ve,” Joe 1a mét nguoi dam chac,
hop voi cudc song nha néng. Rau quai noén va ria mép con d6 hon ca toc. Nu cw¢i cua anh rong
ngoac gan t¢i mang tai.

“Chic Giang Sinh vui vé, Miller” toi dap. “Nhw anh thiy day, linh cua t6i rat vui khi tam thoi
du'crc gac lai nhiem vu.”

Tm day nao, ” Miller kéo tay t6i di doc theo chiéc ban ké gan ctra s6. “Nhitng mén dn do Sally
cda téi niu day
Miéng toi tré xé xudéng trudc canh twong thirc dn bay é hé trén ban nhitng mon toi da nam mo

dém qua. Stra, pho mat,banh nudng, thit hun khoi, dam béng, ga tay, banh pudding®,dwa chua,
Va nhirng lat banh mi Phap mém mai, mcrl ra lo.

Hay in cho hét ddy nhé,” Miller hdi héi. “Cac anh can phai tang cwong strc manh dé git gin thi
tran.”
T01 nhoai nguoi ra nhon mot thanh banh que

“Udc gl chung toi co thé ctru dwoc nd,” toi ndi nghiém nghi. “Anh biét day, Iy lwong chiing toi
rat mong. Co [€ chuing t6i phai trang b1 vii khi cho nhitng ngwdi méi téi hom nay. Ho sin sang
chién dauva...”
“Anh dién ha?!” Nét vui tinh rat hét khoi guwong mat Miller. Anh ta ru lén twa nhw dang noi
chuyén voingua cay.

“Xin bao dam vé&i anh 1a t6i khong dién,” toi lang 1€ noi.
Raines xudt hién bén canh tdi tai ban d6 dn. Bai hat da két thic. Thuc khach vo tay am 1. Miller



dén bén Raines.

Trung Uy cua anh bao la sé trao vii khi cho nhirng ngu'oq Negro, dé ho chién dau chong Phién
Quan,” Miller ré ra, ¢4 nin ra nu cudi va vo lung Raines. “Coi b¢ anh ta mudn gay cwdi, phai
khong Raines? Hay anh ta da qua chén truoc khi toi day?”

“T6i bao dam,” toi noi to,du dé vai vi khach im bat, “khong hé c6 dua cot hay say swa gi hét
trong biét d01 ctia minh.”

Mt Milller bong danh lai, hét nhw con bo dwc trwéc khi tan cong. “Khi anh dwa vii khi cho ho
thi cai gi ngan ho khong chay tron?”

“Anh da gip nhitng nguoi do chua?” Toi cau may.

“Pung hongtdi lai gan may nguoi dé muoi lam met. T6i khong can gap con so6i khi biét n6 gay
ra du diéu khén don. Ho sé bat heo ga, pha phdach nha ctra cua ching t6i.”

“Néu bon Phién Quan tran vao, chiing s€ san bang thi trdn nay. Nhitng ngwoi Negro da dé nghi
gitp d&. Ho sdn sang trao mang séng cua minh...

Mit Miller nhoang 1én. “Oi, vi Chtia!Né&u anh dé ho Chlen diu thi ho sé tin minh xtng dang voi
nhitng tw do khac. Roi sé& di toi dau? Liéu anh c6 dé ho & lai Binh Sinkler nay? Trong mot cin
nha chém ché & dwong Phé Chinh?”

Tiéng cwdi khic khich lan khap dam thi dan, hiu hét ho da nging tan gau dé /dong tai lén nghe
chung t6i d6i dap.Mac da bao t6i sw hop nhat 1a tat y&u trong twong lai chi c6 mot con duong
do ma thoi.

“Anh tin viéc cung chung s6ng hoa binh la khong thé dwgc?” T6i hoi, du biét cau tra loi cla
Miller.

I(Dljng'"

“Joe, binh tinh lai di!” Sally can ngan.

Raines xen vao.“Thua trung ty, nhiing Ilgll’O’l dé chwa tirng dwoc huin luyén. Ngay tir phat
sung dau t1en ho sé chay mat dat cho ma coi...”

“Anh sai r6i,” toi tlr ton noi.

6Loai bAnh nwé'ng nhan mirt trai cAy da loai, thwworng chi dung trong dip Giang Sinh.

“Anh sai thi co, trung uy,” Miller gay gat “Nhiing nguoi dan Pinh Slnkler déu nhat tri Ve
diém nay.” Anh takhoat L tay bao quat hét can phong. Nhing cai dau gat gu. Neu anh clr mu
quang tin vao s trg gitip cia dam no 1€ thi anh sé mAat sw ung ho cda ching ti.” Miller gan
giong.

Sally quay ngodt va bwdc khoi cin phong. Co hiéu y chong minh, nhung ré rang 1a khonglng

h@.

“Di vé, cac chang trai,” toi quyét dinh. Fox va Tweed nhém khoi ghé.“Xem ra & day ching ta
khong dwoc chao moi.
Chuang t6i roi khoi ngdi nha Am ap dé lao minh vao man dém bang gia, 1am lii bwéc vé doanh
trai.
Trung si Spears bdo céo tinh hinh canh gic,chang ai thay gi ngoai ciy cdi trong rirng va trén
doi.
Toi treo 1én chiéc givong tam nho hep cia minh va nhdam mat lai.
Tat ca nhiing gi toi thay [a ban thic 3 dan ngon ngdn dit mau sic, 4nh Iira mau cam nhay mua
trong10 swo1, va anh mat twoi cudi cia Sally.
Vatatca nhu'ng gi t6i nghe thiy la tiéng nhac ron ra.



JAKE

Cang nhin vao ban do toi cang nhanra sé chang Hork -Bajir nao con s6ng ma giy dung lai
“qué nha” sau khi bon Yeerk can toi.

Mudng twong tran chién, tdi thiy bon an cwdp sé ao dén nhuw vil bao, na tia Nghiét vao moi thi
nhuc nhich trong trai. Thay bon Taxxon bo 16m ngodm, hang tram cai miéng tham lam ngdn
ngau bat ctr thi gl co mod mach. Chiing tdi c6 thé Jam cham buéc chung, gay ra chut thuong
vong, choc gian tén Visser chi huy,nhung tham bai la két cuc khong thé tranh khai.
Y nghi vé cudc tham sat khlen toi choang vang. Khong nén sa da nghi téi né phai nhin ra khia
canh khéc. T6i dd bd qua cai gi d6 chang?
T6i bién hinh chim ung peregrine va bay xuong phia nam. Thung liing chd nay tua nhw cai
phéu hit gio. Luong khong khi déu dan gitr toi & trén cao, khong thua gi luong khi nong.
Con mat chim sdn mdi cta toi ddo lién hoi. Trong rung co khoang gi sang sang,mau sac ky di.
Toilao xuong, lwdt sat rat trén cac ngon cay. Qua vom 1a hién ra mot cum léu trai. Ba cai mau
xanh la cay,mot cai mau vang, mot cai mau xanh la cay va mot cai mau tim. To6i bé 14i lwon
thém vong nira.
Mot nhom chirng muoi sau nguoi. Bon ngwoi 16m, con lai la hoc sinh trung hoc. Nhitng nguoi di
cdm trai ma Tobias da nhic toi.
Len 10i qua cac canh cdy, ngwi roé mui xuc xich nwong va mut déo boc khéi léo xéo,toi dap
xuong mot cdy gdy, mong vuo6t bau chdt vao canh cia né.
O' trén gan mwoi lam mét, toi thay nhitng dung cu cam trai vueong vai khap noi. Dia, chao nhom
rai rac. Ung va vé len hong trén cay.Nhitng ba 16 mé tung dé loi 12 dwéi dat, chira day do6 dac da
mau.
Can ctrvao mdy bich rac treo trén cdy, to6i doan ho da cam trai hon ba ngay roi. Trir phi trong
leu ctia nhitng ngwdi nay c6 ngudn tia Kandrona xach tay,con dau ho khong phai 1a bon muon
xac.
T61 khong sao roi mat khéi ngudi dan 6ng mac do vest phong mau vang dang gan lap chiéc 6ng
nhom r6i huéng dan cho cau bé dirng ké bén.
Can phai du6i nhirng nguoi nhan ha ay ra khoi day.
T6i bay lén doc theo ria thung liing, c3p swon doi phia bic, men theo dong sudi, qua khéi lanh
dia va xa nira.
Tém!
Mot nhanh cay rot, lam lay dong dong sudi. Ai chat cay ( o day vay?
T6i lui trér lai va dap xudng ngon thong to. Té ra canh cay nho khong roi xudéng dong sudi dang
chdy, ma rét vao cdi ao ké dé. T6i nhinthdy hai cai dau mau nau lap 16 khoi nhanh cay, nhoay
nhoay day cho né dich vé phia b ao, dén khi n6édinh mac vao dong g0 muc va co rac ¢ do.
Mot trong hai con thti ngoi lén bo. N6 dai chin tac, 16ng mau ndu muwot, véi cai dudi dai hinh
mai cheo dep thoi ra dang sau mot hai ly xdy dap ngdn dong sudi.
Birc twong go va canh cdy ngang ngang ao dang ro ri. Pam hal ly dang ra strc han gan no lai.
Né&u btrc twdng sap, nwéc sé tran xudng doi, vao thung liing cda ngwdi Hork-Bajir,téi day thung
ling.
Chu cha! Hiay cho mot birc tworng nwérc do vé thung liing, dim ngip cudc tin cong cia bon
Yeerk?
T6i kiém tra kich thwéee cai ao. Do quang dwong nudc can phai di dé€ t&i lanh dia va san thung
ling dang kia.. .Khong hay roi.
Nuwoc trong ao sé toara va yeu di o dung cho dung quan Yeerk.Co thé n6 sé tran xudng va xoay
cudn chut dlnh nhung r01 cuodi cung no6 ciing chi tao ra mot cai ao con con ma thoi.
Sang kién ctia toi tat ngiim. Pang tinh bay di thi thay cip hai ly ddy thém cay vao dong gd.Bitc
tuong nudc nhe nhe dang lén.
AlToi nay ramoty.
Né&u c6 nam sdu con hai ly cing x4y dap, chac chansé lam nén su khac biét.



“Ching ta s€ dim ngdp chung,” toi thong bao.”Sé rira troi bon Yeerk ra khoi thung lting. Bay
hai ly da khoi cong xay dung: ca1 dap roi. Ching ta chi viéc ndi rong dap,nham giir nwdc dé tao
thanh mot con séng thuy triéu.”

“Bay gior 1a gior nghi trwa,” Marco la 6.“Cé ngwoi dang mét pho.”

<Nhiém vu nay rat - quan trong. Minh dang nghi phai c6 thém 16t hinh bién nira thi may

phuwéc bon hai ly quyénrii da xuat hién.> Tobias thung thang noi.
Ching toi khoi can bién hinh dé téi chd dap hai ly. Chi cAn tAm phut di bd trong thung liing 1a
t&i. Khi dén gan...
Oap'Oap'Oap'
Tiéng tat nuwéc nghe nhw tiéng phdo nhung chang thiy con hai ly ndo. Dong sudi van dong
nhlrng vét song lan tan.

“Chacla chung nghe tiéng tui minh,” Cassie xi xa0.“Hai ly quiy dudi dwdi nwdc néu cdm thiy
c6 nguy hiém.”
Xem ra cai ao that htra hen. Nhin ¢ dwoi dat noé 1é6n hon khi nhin tir trén cao.C nhw cai ho cé
mot vinh nho noi lién Vay
<Ba hoic bdn ngan mét khoi nwéc,> Ax n6i.<To6i tin nhiéu dé sé& da dé lam lut thung ling.>
Marco chép mat “Ax,moi khi bo néi cai kiéu han 1am d¢ la tui ron da ga llen
Mot con hai ly n6i 1én gitra a0,lay miii in canh cay. Chu ta x€ép cay vao dap roi lan mat xuong
nwéec.
Chung t6i doi va doi.
<N6 tho bang ph01 ma,> Tobias nhan xét.
“U, "Cassie giai thich. ’ ‘Chéc chén c6 bong g0. Coi ddng cay, rong réu va bun vun Ién khoi mit
nu'crc kia? Co khong khi trong dé do.”

“Bong go u?” Marco hirng chi la. “Ngon Itra lach tach. S6-co-la nong Ruwou manh. Am nhac. 0 6,
nhu*ng chang cong tir nay b1et thudng thirc cudc song ra phet

Chung song trong bong cdy,” Cassie mim cwoi. “Nhuw gdu c6 hang va nhu chim c6 t6 vay.”

“Lam sao hap thu hai ly khi chiing ctr & du¢i nwéc day”" Rachel thac mac
Cassie 10i xuong nuac U’m c6 nhiéu 16i mon dwdi nay,” nho IJam bam. “Ching ta sé tém dwoc
mot chi hai ly cho coi.”
Nho nhoa1 ngwm cui xuong day khic g6.Nuéc duc ngau lap sdp vo vao cam nho.
“Thay roi,” Cassie reo lén.’ ‘Nay,ai g6 nhe bén swon go du hai ly chui ra gitim minh di!
“Bo gion ha" Marco nhi nhéo roi [9i xuéng nuwéc. Rachel, Ax va toi theo sau.“Nhe thdi, ba
lang.B6 muon hu cho haily so den Ia lan ha?” ~
Marco vira n01 vira v& mot canh cay va dap dap vao khuc go.

“Bit duoc roi,” Cassie hét.“Oaaa!N6 cdn minh!”

“Cassie, tha ral” N
“Khéng sao,” nho noi le roi nhac con hai ly 1én khoi nwéc. Co thé né van con won ra vi bi hap
thu.
T6t! Anh chang nay ran chic, ning it nhit hai mwoi ky, mot ngudi the cong nghlep lanh le day.
Tirng dira mot, ké ca Tobias, ching toi so tay vao lan da sang,nham nham ctia cht hai ly.
Chd ta phong blet dang ngay khi dwgc tha xudng nuwérc.

'"



ISAIAH FITZHENRY
Ngay 24 thang 12 nam 1864.
Con ga trong ctia Joe Miller gay vao liic ndm gid rudi, chirng té né van

song s6t qua dém bat chip dw doan vé sw pha hoai cia nhirtng nguwoi Negro.

_Trong khi ca phé s6i, toi luc loi tui det ki€m coi con dwong khong. Chang thiy gi, toi danh
udng ca phe suong Pidu nay khién toi cdm thdy nhw mot diém gé.

Gion O0m Om cua Trung si Spears xé toang bau khéng khi lanh gia. Men theodong subi
xubng doi, toi thay anh ta dirng sing sttng trong lan swong mu budi sang, chénh vénh tai diém
cao nhat dé giam sat nhitng ngudi cua Jacob lao dong bén dudi.

Cay sung truong cua Spears chonglén vai. Toira 1énh moi nguoi cam sing phai ding dong
tac, tw thé nhw vay. Nhung tir diém quan sat thuan loi clia minh,tdi thay Spears dit ban tay qua
gan co sung.

“Ho that lwoi biéng, thua trung dy,” Spears la to khi thiy t6i dén gan. “Néu la linh cta ching
ta thi viéc nay da xong tirlau roi.”
“Anh thay day, Spears,dit lanh va cing nhw da granite.”

“Khéng phai.” Spears luc khuc dap, giong Xcot- len kéo dai ¢ nhimg nguyén am khlen anh ta
thém hung hé. “Dat mém nhuw bo phai khong cac anh? Mém nhuw bo danh kem vay.”
]acob nhin lén thay toi, lién bo xeng xuong.

“Thua trung uy' Anh gio tay goi, di vé phia t6i, lui hui giAm 1én d6ng dat vira dao. “T6i mudn
n01 vOianh ve..

“Nay!” Spears gao twdng lén.
]acob clirng ngu'm lai.

“Lam viéc tiép di.”
Jacob lirng khirng.
“Thwa trung uy,” Jacob lai goi. “Pé 1a vi tri cua...”
Poang! . )
Khiu sung treong khac 1én khong, Jacob nam ep xudng. Spears dinh nat nd ti€p sau khi ban chi
thién

“Spears!” Toi quat
Anh ta dit lai sung trén vai. Jacob 1€t bét dirng 1én. T4t ca nhitng ngwoi Negro don mat nhin toi.

“Thwa ngai?” Spears ham huc.

“Hay di trinh sat ;mang thém nguwoi cung di véi anh.”

“Vang thua ngai.”

Spears nhay xubéng cong sy va ham ham bang ngang toi. Mac du vay, toi khong qué mang anh
ta trwdc mat nhirng nguoi dan 6 6ng. Toi can phai bao che cho linh cua minh.

“Quay lai lJam viéc di cac ban!” Toi hét.“Jacob,lai day!” T6i néi dong dac, té ra nghiém khic cho
toi khi Spears ra khoi tim nghe
TO6i cAm thay Jacob co ly do muon noi chuyén. T6i ciing nhan thay vi tri cia chién hao sai hét.
Néu doi chung mét tram mét vé phiathi tran thi ching toi c6 theé lai chung ra dang sau dong
su01 mot chdt chan tu nhlen ngan Phién Quan, Mot mon qua thu'cmg dé danh san.

“Jacob,” toi nhe nhang ‘Anh mudn trao doi diéu gi phai khong?”

“Vang...thua trung y, day khong phai la vi tri tot nhat. Phién Quan téi tir dang kia. Hay dao
cong su gan thanh phd. Nhu Vay c6 co may ban chdn ching hon. Ma khi chiing t&i gan sudi,
chung sé bi kim chan lan nira.

“T6i nghi anh ding,” tdi bao.

Spears va ba binh nhi cu®i ngwa xudng doi. Khi t&i dong sudi,ngwa cta Spears bong nhéng
chan trwéece 1én, hi vang.

“Bronco!” Spears hét.

Con ngua nhay tom xuong nwéc, cudng cudng dam bira qua da va bun. Jacob va t6i li€c nhin,
hiéu chuyén lién. Dong sudi chinh 14 thanh chin ching to6i can.



“Bao nguwoi ciia anh bat dau dao lai,” toi noi,"nhung lIAn nay ctr lam theo ké hoach cta anh.”
To6i cho Jacob chdp nhan ménh lenh mai.

Thay vi thé, anh doi hdi. “Thé con sung trueong?” Hy vong 14p lanh trong mat - Jacob.

“Tai sao anh ctr phai hing hai chién dau thé? Khi xong duong hao, anh cirviéc bién di an toan
sau ngon doi. B6 anh khong nghe nguoi ta khao nhau ve su kién Fort Pillow hay sao? Thé anh
chwa biét danh tiéng cia Nathan Bedford Forrest a?”

Mat Jacob nhan nhiim lai, im lim.Anh biét cai tén dé. Nhung t6i can dwa thuc té vao dau anh.
“Ngay tai Tennessee day, chi cach ngon d6i nay chirng vai ngay, linh ky binh Confederate cta
Twdng Forrest chiém mot tién don clia quan Lién Bang bén song Mississippi.Du nhitng nguoi
linh da den bén trong da dau hang, nhung Forrest khong bat ho Jam tu binh ma giét sach. Han

ta glet ho mot cach tannhan. Jacob,dé la tan sat.”

“T6i biét, thua trung dy. Né&u bat duoc ching toi, chung cling sé giét hét.”

Vé diém dam cua Jacob lam gai song lung toi. Anh biét sw that nhung van khang khang doi
ch1en dau.

“Nguoi dan thi tran nay khong cho phéo diéu d6,” t6i n6i,doi chién thuat. “Ca binh linh ctia toi
cting khong bang long. Anh thay Spears roi day. Anh ta sé khong chién diu bén canh anh dau.”
]acob nhin toi  wong nganh.

“Ong can nguoi,” anh noi oang oang nhw h6m mai toi, “va chung toi c6 mat ¢ day dé giup ong.”
Toi bwc bdi nhin xuong cum léu trai va thi trdn. Sao ]acob khong thay diéu dé 1a khong thé
duoc? Ping, chiing toi bi s6 dong p dao, chiing t6i can nguwdi, va chac chdn phai tw sat méi
mong danh bai Forrest...

“Hay cho chung toi co h01 thua trung dy,” Jacob nai ni.

Hang doan xe tai hoc toc dau bén ngoai cac can nha pho. Nhitng thi dan da trang dang goi
ghém tai san dé chuan bi dao tiu. Toi nhin nha ctia Joe va Sally Miller...Khdng co xe tai dau
trudrce cira.

Loc-cocloc-cocloc-coc!

Tiéng ngua ph1 nuwoc dai. Guong mdt do gay, nhé nhai mo hoi cia Spears clng tiéng ngwa hi
vang huing hé tién vé phia toi.

“Trung uy!”Anh ta thet. “Chung con cach chwa t&di mot dam!”



JAKE
T6i giao cho Ax nhiém vu “coi sau dap”. Hiéu thau moi yeu to Ky thuat, anh phén tich d6 cong
clia dap hai ly va quyét dinh hinh dang dap thé nao hau gitr nuoc hleu qua nhat.
Marco dang le lang bién hinh. Mot tiéng tdm 16n khi cau ay nhay xudng nuwéc. Roi tiéng l1ac cic
khi cau ay ngoay dudi.
<B4 phat!> Marco la rim.<Ring ctra bu dé so. Cho tui vai khic cay di may cung! Tui s& xay
dap.>
Cassie bién hinh ké tlep ROi t&i Rachel. Hai ly 12 loai dé thwong, ddi mat nho xiu, hi hi véi
nhing rang cra qua k kho, y chang cai duc bang nga voi.
Sau do t6i moi biét rang rang ctra ctia lodi hai ly khdng bao gio nglrng moc. Néu khong miét
mai lam viéc gdm cdy thi ching sé dai cam dat.
<C6 khe ntt bat dau & phia nay cua ho,> Ax chi dao. <N6 chay t&éi mot than cay da bi don ha vai
canh. Chiing ta can n6 lam vat liéu xay dwng Rachel va Cassie,hai ban & lai vé1i tdi. Marco?>
<Co tui day.>
Tobias va tdi c6 nhiém vu khéc. T6i bién hinh thanh chim ung va cuing Tobias bay ra khoi cong
truong, téi khu cadm trai. Tui toi can than dap Xuong xa xa dé khong bi ai nhin thay. Xong,tui t6i
dira hoan hinh dtta bién h1nh roi cung buéc dén may tip 18u sic so. Do cai la dao nay tui toi da
tap bién hinh dugc véi it quan 4o mac ngoai. Hai ciu bé mic 4o T-shirt va quan jeansnhin nhw
vai thun.
Mot thiéu nién cao, deo mat kinhnhin ra ching toi trwdec tién.

“Chao,” cau lén tiéng.

“Hay,” t6i dap lai, xong | roi cix dirng ngay ra.
<]ake7Bo co ké hoach gl khong, hay ctr ditng cuoi ngd ngan trong b d6 quai di nay?> Tobias
n01 bang giong truyén riéng.

“Twr tr, minh dang dinh liéu.” t6i dap nho. “Tai 1a Jake,” toi noi véi cdu trai.

“Lewis Carpenter. T6i bi phdng rop ndm ngay ngay nay roi.”

“Hu, do pha dam.”

Mot ngwoilon 16 dau ra khéi léu. Ong ta da phat hién ra t6i qua ong nhom tia hong ngoai. “Hai
cau lam gi trong rirng sau thé nay?” Ong ta vira héi, vira bwéc ra ngoai. “Dung cu do nghé clia
cac cau dau?”

<Cau héi hay day, Jake.>

“Chung toi cam trai trén dinh d6i,” tdi dap tinh rui chi Ién vach thung liing.

“bung vay, ' Tobias  gat dau, xac nhan
Lai thém i im lang Va nhiing cai nhin do xét. That 10 bich.

“Thé nay,” t6i noi.”Ching toi toi ‘dé bao moi nguoi can ra khéi day. Chung téivira méi gap nhan
vién kiém lam. Anh ta bao bao sap t&i, dw bao c6 gié cudn va tuyét 16. Anh ta yéu cau tat ca moi
nguwoi hay thu don do6 dac va rat khoi khu vie nay trudc khi mdt troi lan.”

Mot cb gai co tudi Tom du'ng 1én khéi nhém tré ng01 quanh dong Itra, tién lai gan ching toi.

Khong bao glo' co tuyet s&m nhw thé nay trong nam.

“Dung, toi biét,” téi n6i nhanh.“Nhwng con bio nay dot xuit. Qua nguy hiém. Khéng ai chuin bi
trwdc. Pau ai mang theo ao lanh, dung khong?”

Co gai Cuoi.

“Toi thi Khong sao. Toi da tirng qua giang toi Nui McKinley roi ma.”

“Emily, Lewis?” 6ng deo 6ng nhom goi. “Cur dé ba dan x€p chuyén nay.”
<Ho khong them nghe > Tobias xam xi bang giong truyén.

SLro'ng gia la tin xau,” toi n01 c6ravélolingva nghiém trong.

“Nay,” 6ng ong nhom néi.“Hai cau nén hoc chut dinh ve phep xa giao. Moi nguoi can phai tin
cay lan nhau trong thién nhién hoang da.Cau dirng nén bia chuyén dé kiém cé téi gan trai clia
nguwoi khac.”

Chiéc tivi xach tay nhé xiu trén tay 6ng ta dang chiéu man quang cdo cho hdng SUV. Ong buc
boi. “Nhirng chuyén gia khi twong dia phwong dw bao troi nang va khong c6 gié trong vong ba



ngay toi.” ROi rat tw tin, ong quyét. “Chung t6i c & lai day.”
Tdi cdm thay tai minh nong ruec.
Thém hai phu nit va mot nguoi dan 6ng nira dén bén. Ho héi dam tré xem chuyén gi dang xay
ra. Toi tw dung nguong ngung qua doi cam thiy nhw bi diéu lén phong giam thi & truedong vay.
“Nay,” Tobias néi to.”Cac c6 chu va anh chi phai nghe chung t6i. Néu khong ra khéi thung liing
mau thi dleu rat xau sé xdy ra. Mang séng sé bi de doa.”
Nhitng ngudi cim trai mac ké ciu ay. Emily nhin Lewis roi nhin 6ng 6ng nhom.Mot thang bé
chot pha lén cwdi khanh khach. Tive thi, cd mudi sdu ngwdi dong thanh budng 1 giém pha,
choc gheo hai dira tré ngd nghé di lac.
“Pi ma gitt mang minh 4y, hai nhéc.”Emily gleu cot.
Toi quay qua Tobias.“Thoi dwoc. Tui minh da c6 gang hét sirc. Minh chang mudén lam diéu nay,
nhu'ng minh chang co sy lwa chon nao khac.”
“Bo nghi vay a?” Tobias bao. “Ngd nho ai trong s6 ho tan cong chung ta thi sao?Hodc chay
thang toi dai truyen hinh dia phwong" Néu Yeerk nghe c6 hai dura tre dang | bién hinh...
“Minh biét, Tobias,” t6i quau quo. “Minh biét sé& c6 hu qua, nhung chang con cach nao khac...
T01 bat dau bién hinh.
R01 roi,” Tobias xiéu long.Cau ta quay sang tran an nhirng nguoi cam trai. “Nhitng gi moi
nguoi thay s& rat quai di, nhlrng dung s¢. Chung toi chi c6 giup thoi”
Lewis phan tng dau tién, cau ta tdm chat mat kinh va lui lai, Ian mo véi tay ra sau cho téi khi
dung vao than cay, miéng ha héc.
Ngwm dan ong danh roi chiéc tivi, mat trang béch. Mot cau bé vap nga,nhao vo dong lira.
“Dung sg,” Tobias nhac.
Bién hinh la quy trinh ghé so, gy hoang loan. Nhitng con nguwoi kia so hét hon hét via ciing
phai.
Co thé nguoi cua toi van veo. Ham rang by 161 ra khoi loi. Tai tach ra ngy trén dinh dau. Vai
banh, xwong séng gian, da nhin nhiu. Long cam soc den chay vat qua da thit nhw chitléng
du'ng trong hii. Cudi cung, toi rot xuong dat. Tat ca hon hai trdm rudi kylo.
Chu cop dwc vung Si-béri dirng trwd¢c mot nhom nguoi cam trai run cAm c4p, tai noi chang hé
c6 cop Si-béri bao gio. Toi gir nhe, chi du dé ho biét 1a cop that.
Khi Tobias ruc rich hoan hinh dleu hau, toi bat dau hoan hinh nguoi.
Emily dung 1én, triot chan té séng swot, niwdc mat dam dia trén mit. Diéu hau Tobias rit1én
roi lai bién hinh nguoi.
“A1 .cai g1?” nguoi dan 6 ong thét vang.
“Do6 la mot cau chuyén dai,” t6i noi nho nhe khi la nguoi tro lai. “Toi khong the gidi thich tat ca
bay gio, nhumg moi nguoi pha1 tin chiing t6i khéng c6 y gay nguy hiém cho ai.”
Tat ca nin thinh.it ra la khdng c6 ai co glo chay.
“Khoang sang mai,” toi nghiém giong. "Mot doan quan ngoai hanh tinh sé tién vao thung liing.
Néu ai con & diy sé bi ching giét sach.”



Trai tim t6i nglrng dip. Spears thd hon hén.

“Cach chua toi mot dam! Biét doi ky binh thién chién cia Forrest. Co hon mot tram tén.”
“Bao dong!” T6ira lenh ‘Tap hop moi ngwoi toi day, mang theo tat ca nhiing gi ching ta co!
Ludi 1€, sing than cong, sting luc... Trung si Spears, ching ta chwa san sang nghénh don ching.”

Spears chay Ve  phia trai, anh mat that thin. Jacob dang chay xubng d6i, nhap bon véi ddm
ngu'm Negro vdn dang cam cui xay du‘ng hé thong phong thu.

“Jacob!” T6i thét at tiéng kén1énh. “Hay hoan tat viéc minh roi dit nguwdi cda anh ra khdi day
ngay!”
Nhirng linh gac tir rirng tia ra, chay hong hoc theo dong subi veé phia cong sw, miéng hu hét, rit
giong nhu bi quy am.
Jacob cim  xéng lén. “T61 sé ¢ lai, thua trung dy!
Anh ta qua la dai ngéc!
Linh trong doanh trai vot Khoi 18y, chay xuong doi - vira chay vira quang voi 4o choang, cai
khoa that lung va stra day deo sung.

“Vao vi tri chién ddu!” Raines gao, rut khiu stung luc tir thit lung ra. “Nham muc tiéu nhung
khong ban'"
Nhlrng nguwoi dan 6ng lan lwot lao Xu6ng duong hao, dan hang ngang. Raines, Spears, Roth,
O Connell McDonnell, Price... Chung toi c6 qua it nguoi.

“Lay troi,” toi tho hon hén, rut sung ra.
Tiéng trong tran ctia bon Phién Quan tir rirng vong ra. Twong Forrest dang ap t&i. Téi nhin 1én.
Nhitng than cay dot nhién nhan déi, nhan ba lén...
“Chuan bi!” Toi het khong chic chin vé hiéu trng th1 giac. Ngay lap tirc, o anh bién mat va toi
biét minh thdy cai gi.
Khi rirng bong tran ngip lii ngwa niu va dam ky binh 4o kho4c xam. Ca rirng sting carbine
givong l1én hung ding.

“Thua trung uy,” Raines quay qua toi. “Chung dan doi hinh can quet.”
]acob va nhitng ngu'o'l di cing van ti man dao dit.

“Nam xudng, d6 ngu!” Toi thét. “Cac anh bi ban bay gio!”
Vai nguoi hup xuéng. Mot nguoi quay lung chay 1én ddi vé phia trai. Nhung Jacob va nhitng
nguoi khac van tinh bo trwdc 101 canh bao.
“Chuén bi ban...”
Khu rung xao dong nhirng tleng la6,6011i,diénloan.

“Yeee! Hah! Yooop! Yeweeehe!” Bon Phién Quan thét om trovi.

“Tao sé tra loi tui bay bang dan chi!” Spears quat lot qua nong sung.
Phién Quan X0 ra khoi rirng. Chwng nam muoi tén hay hon thét vang twa mot trung doan.
Tleng mong nguwa nén com cdp, cang lic cang don dap, to hon. Tiéng u-ra khan khan, dung duc
x0ay vao lo tai toi.
Chung lao bang bang qua canh cay, tién gan dén do toi thay ro cd mat ching. Thay ca nhirng
tron mat trang da...
To6ichay toi hang quan, nham khiu sung luc vao mot tén ky binh dang hang tiét. Hin cling dang
nham carbine vao toi.
Ménh Iénh It ru trong tdm tri t6i... cho no tung ra!
“BAN!”'Tbi thét.
“BAN!” Ga chi huy Phién  Quan gao theo.
Hai mwoi bon co sing cia quan Lién Bang cung bép mot lic, phéng 1én khéng trung day nhirng
vién dan chi.
Tui Phién Quan dap tra khong ngan ngai. Binh nhi Foster 6m chup l1ay c6, mau oc ra qua nhirng
ngon tay. Anh ngd xudng va nam ngay do trén dat lanh.
“Aaahh!”
Mot nguoi Negro bi dan ghim tring nguc. Anh nay ciing do6 sap xudng, 1an 16n, thét gao. Lic
nay Jacob van chua ha 1énh gi. Anh gio xéng 1én lam vii khi.

'"



“Nap dan!”
Toi nham vao dui tén ky binh, nhung han da phi vut qua. T6i nham lai. Van hut! Hai linh Phién
Quan guc trén lung ngua. Mot tén rét bich xuéng dat.
((BAN'"
Linh cda t6i nha dan truéc khi quan dich ban tiép. Du gl thi dang mac cwdi ngwa cling kho ma
bi kip ngudi duéi hao. Ba Phlen Quan té & man dong; sau hay hon rét & man tay.
“LUOTLE!" Toi thét. Khong con thoi gian dé nap dan ban thém nita. T6i tim khiu than cong
cia Foster va ban. Puong dan giat trong mach mau toi.
“TIEN LEN,” tbi ra 1énh.
Chung t6i hoc toc xong 1én, la thét nhw h6n ma yéu quai.
Ngua cua Phién Quan du'ng lai, nhong sg. Ke cudi ban biu kim cwong, nhung qua tré! Ching toi
& thé thuan hon ching. Linh Lién Bang dam tui bui bon Phién Quan, 16i nhitng than xac xuéng
ngua. Khap noi cung lao, dam, dap, phang
Mot tén Phién Quén xién ngang nguoi 0'Connell.
“BINH TINH ANH EM!” Tbi chay téi tén vira bi t6i ban tring. Nhung t6i khong nhan ra cho téi
khi qua tré...
DOANG! Han danh vién dan carbine cho toi.
“Ahhh!”
Vién dan tring bung, quang t6i nga ngira! T6i ngd phach xuéng dat, 6m lay bung. Khéng thé
thé duoc!
Tui Phién Quan gao thet thao lui.
Khong khi! DAu toi tréng rong va dic ngét, quay cuong...

“Trung ay!”
Gigng Jacob. Anh bao nhitng nguoi Negro kéo toi tro lai dang sau chién hao. Nhitng ban tay
khoe khodn ndm 14y canh tay toi, nang va bé x6c¢ 1én.
Chién truwong ken dac ngwoi. Bon Phién Quan ngé khoi yén ngya. D6i hinh ky binh tan v&, manh
ai niy chay tao tac.
Jacob phong cai xéng nhw ném lao, phang tring swon mot tén Phién Quan, khién han lan cu
nhay khdi ban dap.
Bon nguoi Negro quay quanh mot linh ky binh, kéo han khoi ngwa. Nhitng ngwoi khiéng toi dat
toi xuong dat roi vut chay di tiép ing dong doi.
Toi xé mot mleng 4o khodc dap vao cai bung lung, tim cach chira tri. Hinh nhw swon va rudt toi
16n nhao, ndi nui, bung ra, nhung sao khong c6 mau, cling chang c6 vién dan hay c4i 16 nao!
Ky quac qua?!
bau t6i boi boi. Nhitng budc chan ding lai bén canh. T6i nhin 1én thi thay guong mat Joe Miller
in trén nen troi. Anh cAm khau sing ngan trong tay, mot khau nira glat o hong, mot con dao
nhét vao ung. Anh cwoi va nhat1én miéng khoda that lwng bang dong toi vira mai lleng di.
N6 méo xeo, gan nhu gay 1am hai, mép gap oit vd mdt diém & chinh gitta. Anh dwa toi cai khda,
toi thdy vién dan chi bi om kin bén trong.

“Anh la ngwoi circ ky may man, trung qdy. Mleng khoa that lung nay 1a hop chira dan.”
T01 bi bin vao bung va con séng. Khong 101 nao dién ta duorc.

Nhu'ng nguoinod 1e,” Joe Miller tiép, “Toi can phai khen ngoi ho vé tinh tw quyét.” Anh nhin
bao quat tran dia - quan Lién Bang dang thu gom tu binh - roéi nhln lai toi.

“Pay méi chi 1a tran mé man,’ t01 khan giong. “M6t bai ki€ém tra vé sw phong thid cda ching ta.
Bon Phién Quan sé tré lai ngay.”
Mlller gat dau

“Chinh vi vdy ma anh can Su giup d& cuia bat cr ngudi nao anh gap cht gi?” Miller tram ngam
nhin nhitng ngudi Negro. “Hay trang bi vii khi, hudn luyén va dé ho chién dau.”



JAKE
Nhitng nguoi cam trai tin lién.
Nét so hai diu tién trén khudn mat ho mém din, chuyén thanh vé to mo

c6 y thirc. Mot ba tim thing nho dang tinh chay vao rung lai. Nhitng nguoi khac liéc nhin nhau
roi nhin tui t6i, d6t nhién mat ho rang ngoi.

“Chung toi sé lam theo 1o chi dan cda cdc dng,” mot trong hai ngwoi dan 6ng néi. Khoang
muoi hai nguoi khac voi va gat dau nhat tri.
<buoc roi, qua dé, > Tobias ndi bang giong truyén riéng.
Ong vira néi vira rut ré buéc vé phia tui téi. Cle nhw mot nhanh cay xao dong ciing sé& khién
chung toi blen mat.

“Toi da doi ca doi cho gidy phut nay,” 6ng bat chot thi thao. “Tén tdi la Richard Carpenter. Cac
ong tw goi minh la gi? Cac 6nglién lac vé nha bing hé théng nao?”

“He thong gi?”

“Cac 6ng & hé mat tréi nao? Cac 6ng dén bang tau Federation ha? Tau cla cac 6ng dau trén qui
dao hay dap Xuong7
That khong tin noi, toi suyt cwoi bo.

“A &, ching toi th Trai bat, cling giéng nhw moi nguoi day.”

“Ah3,” Richard nong nhiét. “Toi luén blet cac ong song tra tron véi chung toi... T6i c6 ngudri
ban da ting nhin thay tau cuia cac ong.”

“Ching toi chang c6 tau beé gi hét,” Tobias bac bo.

Rlchard toi cam tay Tobias, nam ldy trong cai bat tay kha l1au. Roi dng chup tay t6i.

“Rat vinh duw dwoc gap cac ong. Rat rat han hanh.”

“Cac 6ng co thé tro' thanh bat c thir gia?’ Lewis sam soi héi.

“Khong phai tat cd moi thit, nhuwng cling rat nhiéu thir. Bt clt con vit nao ching tbi s¢ vao,” toi
dién giai.

Lewis cuoi toét. “Vay, hinh hai tw nhién cua cac 6ngla gi?”

“Ching t6i chi la nhirng dira tré binh thuong véi kha nang ddc biét,” Tobias than trong. “Chung
t01 khong pha1 1a nguoi ngoai hanh tinh.”

“Néu cac ong khong muodn duoc goi la nguoti la, thi chiing toi sé khong goi vay,” Richard noi voi
cai nhan mat.
<Jake? Nhu'ng nguwdi nay coi qua nhiéu phlmChlen Tranh Giita Cac Vi Sao.>
“Nghe nay,” t6i nhd nhdn. “Co nhitng ngu¢i tir ngoai hanh tinh dang dinh thon tinh Tral bat.
Con chung t6i chi la nhu*ng da tré binh thwong... cd chong lai nhirng ngwoi la xau xa.”

Tran Emily nhiu lai, vé hoai nghl

“D6 la mot cau chuyen dai lam,” Tobias théd dai. “Lam on hiy tin ching t6i. Moi ngwdi cAnra
kh01 day

“Cac ong khong thé roi tia cho ching toi téi noi nao doé sao"" Lewis hirng khoi hoi,

“Hay cac 0ng phu mot vong bao vé quanh chung t6i vay,” chi bé c6 mai toc vang re tre, deo
kinh can dé nghi. “Cac dng cir gidu biét nguyén khu cidm trai nay di dé ching tbi c6 thé theo ddi
trin danh!”

“0, dung day!” Tleng mot phu nit tan thanh.
“Nay,” toi dirng 1én. Day 1a cugc song thuc. Khong phai la trongChlen Tranh Giira Cac Vi Sao.
T01 khong phai la Dai uy Picard. T6i chang thé mang ai di bat ctr dau.”

“Justin!” Rlchard bao thang bé toc Vang “Ho khong mudn trao ky thuit d6 vao tay chung ta.”

“O ding roi, ]ustln x1 x0. Dung roi.”

Richard nhin tai. “T6i biét cac ong ty glau minh trwdc ching t6i dé tranh su truy tim ctia Tham
T&. Nhwng dirng ngai, ching t6i da san sang noi két.”
Toblas khut khit. “Cac ban la Trekkles hay sao?”

“Chinh xac, Emlly mung rd. “Cha me toi... nhw cha toi day,” c6 chi vao Richard. “bay la chuyen

cidm trai hang ndm. C4c 6ng biét ddy, dé lanh xa video va may thit chan dm hang ngay { ma.”



“Thé cac ong khong di cung voi tau Federation a?” Richard nhin manh.

Tobias va toi gitip ho don trai. Chua téi nita tiéng, tat cd moi ngudi da xong xudi, ba 16 trén
lung

“Cac c6 chi va anh chij phai tim dwong di khoi thung liing cang nhanh cang tot,” toi hoi thic.

“Bon Yeerk sé toi tw ph1a Nam, cho nén khong thé di duwong do.”

“Yeerkla ai?” Emily thac mac.

T01 nhin Tobias, cau ay nhun vai roi gat dau.

“Dé t6i n6i cho cac banrd,” toi cat giong kho sé. “Nhung moi nguoi pha1 hira khong duoc noi
voi ai vé nhiing gi da thay vanghe | toi nay. Mang song va sy an toan cua cac ban - ca
Federation nira - tiy thudc vao viéc gitr bi mat. Chiing toi c6 thé tin cdy vao cac ban dwoc
khong?”

“Duoc cht,” modt phu nit mau man dap. “Néu c6 diéu ching toi c6 thé lam thi d6 1a gitt bi mat
lién hanh tinh.”

Bao tir toi 16n lao. D€ cho nhiing nguoi nay biét chuyén la liéu linh. Cudc séng clia ho nam
trong tay toi. Nhung thoi gian da cap bach, ngit nghéo 1dm. Moi thir da  thay doi.

“Hum, Yeerkla loai sén nhot. Trong tw nhién chung chila nhung con sén mu, diéc va cam nin.
Chung can co thé khac dé song tam gwri va c6 strc manh. Vi vy ching xdm nhap ndo cua nhitng
loai khac, nhw la Hork-Bajir.”

“Hork-Banr? Lewis nhic lai.

“Ho la giongloai vo hai, h1en hoa & ngoai Trai DAt, gin nhw da bi Yeerk bat hét lam no 1€, ch1
con mot s6 nguoi tw do song trong thung ling nay Yeerk sé& t&i tiéu hity lanh dia nho bé cta
ho, dé dau doc nhung nguoi Hork-Bajir song sot.”

“Dau doc?” ]ustln thot lén.

“Dung, chui vao ndo ho,” toi kién nhan giai thich. “Yeerk bo vao dau qua khoang tai. Chung tw
noi két v&i nhirng day than kinh trong ndo nan nhan, klem soat toan bo ndo cua ho. Vayla ho
tro thanh ke bi mwon xac - mot nguoi tu trong chinh cai dau minh, vé co ban,y ch1 tw do
khong con nita. Yeerk da kh6ng ché toan bo, budc ho di kiém thém nhiu co thé vé cho Yeerk
khac g

“Xin moi nguwoi ché c6 ba hoa,” Tobias ndi lanh tanh.

“0, toi muon gitp do,” Emily lanh chang dap. “Chung ta can phai giai phéng nhitng ngwoi Hork-
Bajir va day lui bon Yeerk!”

Tobias nhan nhd. “Cho moi ngudi biét la thé day, Jake?”
“U‘m ” Lewis hén hé. Chung ta hay di giup nhitng ngum la tot!”

“Chér da,” Richard ngan ngtr. “Me cac con sé& phan doi.”

Lewis nam ldy canh tay cha.” Ngum ngoai hanh tinh that day, cha a.”
Rlchard nhin guong mat sang ryc r& cua dira con trai.

“Con néi ding,” 6ng tuyén bé. “Pay la co hdi mot Ian trong doi. Chiing ta sé tham gia chién
dau!”

Toblas li€c nhin toi. <Jake, ho chwa hiéu thiu vin dé dau Bo can _phai gidi thich ky luéng hon.>

“Toi ngh1 moi nguwoi chua hiéu rét rdo y nghia swviéc,” t6i ndi siing, nhin Xoay vao tung trai
vién. Chung toi danh tran ac liét that sw. Ch1en tranh dung nghia. C6 d6 mau va ca chét chéc,”
toi tlep “Rudt gan bt tung, tay chan gay roi. Noi kinh s¢ khong sao virot qua ndi. Mong moi
nguoi dung pha hong chuyen dao choi ciia minh. DAy khong phai 1a chuyén trén tivi hay tro
Vldeo game, ma la thuc té khac nghlet

“T6i hi€u,” Justin rut c6 lai. “Théi, tdi vé nha day. Xin 16i, toi khong phai la anh.” Ciu ta trao cho
Lewis chiéc hop ) nhé mau den.’ Hay chup 14y vai bixc hinh dwoc chit Lew? Cai nay hira hen
trang Web cua cau sé dac sac 1Am.”

“Toi da bao la pha1 bi mat,” toi quat.

Justin giat minh. “O, dwoc réi

Thém hai ngwoi nira bo di cing véi cau ta.

<Thé nay thi c6 gi hay ho?> Tobias ban than. <C6 nén rii ré ho gitp sttc giit gin tw do cho ngudi
Hork—Ba]lr khong?>

“Ching ta da lam ro6i,” téi dap ve thong cam. Hy vong chang ai thém tin nhitng 1oi huénh
hoang vé sinh vat la cia may trw mé Trekkies.”



Chiing t6i dan mudi ba trai vién - mwoi thiéu nién va ba nguoi 16m - di chimg mot ddm téi cho
nguoi Hork-Bajir.
bén ria lanh dia, m0t ta nguoi HOI‘k-Ba]lI‘ cam dudc lap loe xep thanh hai hang, chlra ra con
duong chinh gitra. Toby du*ng ¢ do6. “Xin han hoan chao dén” c6 bé trinh trong noi. “Chung toi
rat han hanhvi sw c6 mat cta cac ban. Chung t6i cam on cac ban vi sy gitp do.”
thng nguoi moi dén chang noi chang rang, clr ldng lang di gitta hang gwom gido.

“Lam sao chau biét chung t6i sé toi?” T6i hoi Toby.

“Rung cay thi tham Ve nhu'ng ngu'(rl ban md&i, sé chién dau cho muc dich cua chung toi. Nhirng
ngwdi ban loai ngwdi,” ¢ bé dap. “Chau thay swviéc, chu Jake a. Rat nhiéu thit.”



ISAIAH FITZHENRY
banh gia chung cudc, phe Lién Bang' mat nam nguoi, bon Phién Quan chét muoi ba. Mot ket
cuc tot vé phia ching t6i sau tran giap 1a ca. Nhwng chung toi biét d6 chila mén qua bat ngo.
Mot chién thang ngot ngao, thoang qua. Linh ky binh ctia Forrest sé tré lai lam mot cudc tan
cong quy mo.
T6i tin vu giao tranh sém nay, hay cudc tong tan cong sap t¢i, déu manh mé va ac liét nhw
nhau. N6i nhw Mac thi: ching t6i khong biét khi nao thi cudc tdn cong né ra, va khong chic
minh c6 ngdn chdn duoc hay khong.
SO phdn cua Pinh Sinkler da dwoc dinh doat. TAt cd moi ngudi déu nhan thitc ra sw that, nhung
khong ai dé mic n6 budng trdi - du chi trong gidy phut.
l(Chu y'"
T6i nhin cham chu vao ba mwoi gwong mat den dua. Ho ding Iirng limg truedc mat toi. Mat troi
da 1én t&i dinh cao nhit trong 16 trinh clia minh, nhung nhiing tia nang Van khong du sudi am
chung t6i. Nhitng hoi tho pha ra, cuén hoi nwéc ngay choép mii va miéngeta nhirng con nguoi
dang phan khich, b&i vi ho vira méi duoc phan phat vii khi. S6 sting trudong ctia nhitng ngudi bi
bénh va nhitng ngudi moi hy sinh vira dt dé chia cho ho.
Mot anh Negro tre tudi, c6 quai ham vudng banh khong thé kiém ché néi, buét miéng. “Uéc gi
me toi thay toi bay glcy'
Anh ta nang khau sting lén, diéu bd nhw ban ngwoi Negro ké bén.
“CHUY!” Téi quat, budc la1 gan
Nglrm thanh nién tré voi bo sung xu0i than, rdng lam mat nghiém chinh chdp hanh ménh Iénh.

Day khong phai 1a d6 choi!” T6i nat." “Tén anh la gi?”

“Samson,” anh tra 1o, tranh nhin vao mat toi.

“Anh c6 biét anh cAm cai gl bén hong d6 khong?”

“Thtra do la v khi.”

Chlnh xac la khau than cong mau 61 Springfield, véi ranh x0an nong va ludi 1€ quay,” toi chu
giai ro rang cho tat ca cung nghe, tay bop chat khau sung luc. “Bon ky rwéi va nim muwoi tim
inch hy vong. Nhitng nguoi ban méi, day la co hoi duy nhat cho cac anh chéng lai ké thi. Anh
co nghe t6i n6i khong, Samson?”

Cai dau den xam git le. T6i bwére lui khoi hang, trung s Raines tién 1én trwérc. Anh day ho cach
nap dan.

“Binh thu'crng cac binh linh cin nhiéu ngay hay nhiéu tuan dé tap luyén,” t6i thém, nhin xudng
hang ngu'(n “nhung cac anh chi c6 vai phat thoi. Do dan dwoc eo hep, mdi ngudri chi duwoc bin
mum vién.

“Muoi vién!” Samson rén 1én. “Chung t6i lam sao ban quan thu khi chi c6 muoi lan th&?”

“Im lang!” Raines quat. T6i b6 mac Raines v&i cong Vlec ctia minh. “Khéng hanh déng cho dén
kh1 duoc 1énh! Khong duoc nap vii khi cho dén khi toi...

Day 1a dan a?” Samson dot ngot héi. Vé ngo ngan 10 ré khi anh min mé nhirng vién bi hinh
non. “Cai nay khong b h(yn hot dau la bao.”

Nhirng van mau doé wng, ndi ran ran trén mat Trung si Raines. Jacob lén tiéng. “Suyt, cau bé!”
anh noi véi ra chd Samson. “Hat ddu dé 1a chi. Khi vot qua khdi nong stng, chiing sé di nhanh
du dé duc mot 16 vao bung anh.”
Raines hit mot hoi that sau.

“Samson, dirng 1én va nap dan vao sung!”

l(Thwa?"

“Nap dan!”

Samson lup chup thdo binh thudc sung bang dong deo & thit lung va run rdy mé né ra. “Toi
khong biét cach.”

“Thé thi d€ toi chi cho anh. P6 luong thudc sung dinh san vao nong sung!”

Samson lat dat chia nong sing vé phla Raines, rang rot cho thudc dirng dé ra.

“Xé mot miéng vai, boc vién dan lai.”



Samson V6i 16n tdi quin ra, xé dai mot miéng, m& bao nhd nhén mét vién bi, boc lai va nhét
vao nong sung.

“Nhoi dan!”

Samson 16i cay 1 nhoi kep trén nong sung, danh roi xuong dat, bén hoang hon nhdt 1én, Vién dan
va mleng ghe ciing rot not. Anh cui xuéng lwom tat cd, thoc cay nhoéi vao nong sing réi bom
cho vién bi lui vao, dung cay kim hoa.

“Trong né nhw thang ngo!” Ai do6 trong hang binh luan.

“Anh ta khong ngd khi bon Phién Quan tran téi dau.” Jacob dop lai.

“Ngoi nd!” Raines gam 1én.

Nhiing ngon tay Samson m¢ mot bao nho khac, 16i ngoi no ra roi day cay kim hoa va nhét ngoi
no vao, dong lai.

((Ban'"

Mot hang ca nhdm cim trén nhitng thanh rao cach d6 nam muoi mét.

Samson nang sung lén, nham mot mat lai, hit hoi va gitrim do.

POANG! Mot céi ca bay khoi coc. Pam nguoi trong hang 0 lén huyt sjo.

“NAP DAN!” Raines rit 1én, chaAm chdm nang khau sung luc nham khéng khi trén ddu Samson.
Tat ca nhlrng nguoi dan 6ng chotim bat. Samson mim cwdi méo xéch, ha thap sing xudng,
toém lay nong...

“Ah!” Bong rat! Samson budng tay ra, nhwng voi chup lai dwoc truede khi stingroi xuong. Nhirng
ngén tay anh run ban bat. Thudc sing vai ra. Anh xé miéng vai, nhén mot vién dan...

Bu-um!

Raines ban chi thién. Samson nhoi thudc sting, long cong vé&i ngoi nd, kim hoa...

Buum! Raines lai bin nira.

bén nuwéc nay thi toan than Samson run nhw ciy sdy. Anh nang sing lén nhung né cit lic lic
nhu canh cay truoc gio.

Poang! Sting né. Samson ban hut.

“NAP PAN, NHANH LEN!” Raines cau tiét.

Samson th® hung huc truéc Raines nhw nguoi ta tho trwdc nguoi dién. Nhung anh van lay lo
thudc sting, nong sing, miéng vai, vién dan...

Doang! Bu-um!

Mot vién nita bay 1én khong trung trén dau Samson khi anh nap dan lan thit ba. Lai hut.

Nglrng'" Raines ra lénh, dot nhién binh tinh lai. Samson thé ddc, run lay bay, mo ho6i mo ké
long rong. Anh dimg duc ra, nghiém chinh hét strc véi khiu sting run ban bat bén canh. Raines
chcr cho tiéng ddi ctia may phat sung tan di.

“Trén chién L treong nong bong, sung di dung bén tai va bao nhiéu nguoi quay cubng Xung
quanh, ngwoi linh gioi pha1 nap dan va ban ba phat moi phut, va phai bach phat bach tring.
M4u sé do trudrc mat cac ban. Cac ban cé thé nhan mot vién dan vao canh tay hay cing chan.
Nhung cac ban phai ghi nhé trong dau: Nap dan, bin. Nap dan, bin. H&i anh em. Hiy nap dan
cho vii khi cia minh!”

T6i quay vé tru sé chi huy va xem nhing phan con lai cia bubi tap qua ctra so.

Cudi budi, khong con cai ca nao cam trén coc ma ca thanh rao ciing biét mat. Nhitng ngudi nay
hoc nhanh hon bat ctr anh linh méi nao toi biét.

Co 1€ vl Jacob va nhirng ngwoi di cung voi anh da quen d6i mat vai ap luc.

“Hay gilr thuoc sing kho rao!” Raines dan do khi nhitng nguwoi Negro toa ra nhan phan Ngay
khi anh vira dit cau thl nguoi dan 6ng trudc mdt Samson 1o tay danh roi binh thudc sting cua
minh. N6 lan tron trén tuyet ban
Samson cui xuéng nhat né 1én. “Hay gitr thu6c nod ctia anh khé rdo!” anh néi véi nu cuwoi
nghiém nghi.



JAKE
bo6i ngii Hork -Bajir chao don budc theo sau ching t6i. Nhirng trai vién git khoang cach, ve

e de va to mo hién trén gwong mat ho hién r6 dwoi anhtrang.

“Ho khong cin dau toi tran an. “Nhitng nguoi Hork-Bajir tw do rat hién. Nhitng gwom gido dé
chi dé thu hoach vo cay. Ho khong lam dau mot con rudi nttra la...
Richard lai gan mot nguoi Hork—Ba]lr chia tay ra. “Xin chao.”
Rirng gwom cham chap cam 14y ban tay Richard va ndm lai. Richard nao ning nhwng khéng rut
tay ra.

“Xiin Trrao,” anh Hork-Bajir gu g, lic tay Richard 1én xudng vai Ian. Khi anh bé ra, Richard
nhln tay minh ,khong hé co vét xudrc.

“Day la ngay vi dai nhat cudc doi toi!
cua ]ustln
Khong mot 101, toi giat 14y cai tui, 1dy may anh mé ra, tich thu cuén phim réi cit may tré lai tai.
Lewis nuét nuoc miéng khan.
“Jake!” Ba ctia Marco lai gdn nhom chting toi. “Pay l1a sw that sao? C6 ngudi san sang gitup
chung ta sao?”_

“San sang va san long!” Richard dap, vo vap bat tay ba Marco

“Thé thi di theo ching toi. Chung ta sap hét thoi glan roi.”
Muoi ba nguoi to to theo ba Marco 1én do6i, noi me cau ay dang doi. T6i thé 1a hai c6 chu sinh
ra dé song doi hoang dd. Nhin c6 chd tre trung va vui tuoi hon bao gior hét. Ct nhu viéc giup
nguoi la hiéu nhirng khai niém co ban veé t6 chitc, sdn xudt 1a dinh ménh danh cho cb chu vay.
Toi khong tin vao mat minh khi thay khung canh trén dinh d6i. Cin léu c6 dudc sang ruc da trér
thanh mot nha may.
Day chuyen san xuat bat dau tlr anh thanh nién Hork-Bajir bén déng canh ciy. Pau tién anh lay
ra mot canh, dung gwom cb tay tudt sach nhirng mau go va chac ba. Xong, anh quang qua cho
nguoi ké t1ep Nguoi nay xem xét cay coc va chudt lai [an nita cho that thang. Néu cay gay qua
cong, anh sé vit sang mot dong riéng. Pong nay c6 mot thiéu nién Hork-Bajir ngdi vot nhon
dau cay, dung dé cam vao ho chong.
Nhitng cdy coc dat chat lwong sé dwgc trao cho may nguoi Hork-Bajir gia. Ho khia vai ranh noi
dau cocva 1ay thirng cot chit mot mui tén bang da mai sac vao d6. Ngon thwong hoan chinh lai
duoc chuyén qua nhém Hork-Bajir cudi cing dem dit trén cac buc cay.
Rlchard Lewis, Emily va hai me con tén Meg va Chloe dwoc phan cong vao day chuyén san
Xuat nay. To6i chua bao ) gior thay nhitng cong nhan hang hai, nhiét tinh dén vay.

“Pé chau di kiém tra cong trinh dap nudc,” toi bao voi ba Marco.
Tobias dang bay tham thinh bén trén. Chung toi khong hé khinh suit. Rat c6 thé bon Yeerk sé
tan cong dém, tranh tha yeu to bat ngo.
T6i bién hinh ct va bay téi cong truong. Mat cu cong voi trang sang giup toi thay rd moi viéc
tlr trén khong. Mot 16p go va canh cay moi chat vao cai dap ban dau. Muc nuwéc dang 1én thém
chirng sau tac. Nuwéc tran ra mot khoang rirng.
<Ban ¢ dau vay, Hoang tw Jake?> Ax dang dung dudi dap bun vao nhitng ké hé. <Ban da bo 1o
niém vui véi nhirng nguoi ban moi cia ching ta - 6ng va ba Hai Ly.>
To6i dap xudng bo dap va hoan hinh.
<Chung that dac luc,> Cassie xuyt xoa. <Moi diu ching s tui minh, nhung roi dwong nhw nhin
ra tui minh & day dé giup d&, nén chung lai ti€p tuc lam viéc.>
“Tuyet'" T6i noi bang quo.
T01 can phal ké moi chuyén cho bon ban. Nhung tw dung t6i uéc gl minh dirng phai néi loi nao.

“Minh... ttm... ... nhitng ngudi cdm trai & dudi thung liing mudn gitup nguoi Hork-Bajir.”
<TLrC la anh da cho ho biét?> Rachel xan x0 hdi. <Anh ]ake bd anh dién roi sao7>

“Thoi diém bitc bach doi héi nhlrng bién phap quyétliét,” toi néi déu déu. “Em da néi nhw vay
trong cudc hop ngay hom qua ma..
<0, cam on anh di [ang nghe.>

'"

Lewis thang thot, dwa tay Ian tii dung may chup hinh



<Pdy c6 thé 1a khoi dau clia cai gi d6 rdtlén lao,> Cassie dan do. <Nhitng nguoi tinh nguyén
dau tién.>
<Phai ma,> Rachel dai giong. <Ho sé& huyén thuyén voi bat cir ai ho gdp cho coi.>
<R&c r8i roi!> Marco i 61, ndi con thinh no. <Jake, ai quyét dinh dong y xudt hién cdng khai vay?
>
“U‘m that ra thi,” toi diém dam. “Khong thé budc toi mlnh N6 gidng nhw sw kién bo ké cho ba
b6 vé tui minh. Minh cling roi vao tinh huong nhuw ' vady.”
<Véi ba tui thi khac.> Marco gay gat. <Hay ngay ca nhiing thuy thu va phi cong trén tau san bay
cling vay. Tui khong blet Nhung Jake nay, b6 dau biét gi vé nhirng ngudi cam trai d6. Ho lam
VleC cho ai, lién hé védi ai va tw dau toi?>

“Ho 1a nhumg nguoi mé phim khoa hoc vién tuong den mttc tin vao nguoi ngoai hanh tinh
truére ca khi minh va Tobias tiét 16 cho ho moi viéc.” Téi rang mim cudi, gia bd changlo bin
Ién, “Ho dinh ninh ching ta tu tau Federation téi. Bo c6 tin khong?”
Chang ai cuvi ca.
Quy trinh dém nguoc da bat dau.
Tat ca sé cham dut rat, rit nhanh.



<Hoang tir Jake,> Ax goi. <Thoi gian sap hét roi. Ching ta cin sw gitup dé dé€ hoan thanh

dap.>
Khong hé binh pham mot loi vé dleu toi vira lam, bat chap tit ca nhing bat dong gitta hai
nguwoi, Ax van coi toi la chi huy ctia anh - van lam theo meénh 1énh va chip nhin quyét dinh ctia
toi.
Toi tap trung vao ADN hai ly vira thu phuc.
PHUT! Co thé t6i teo di. Canh tay va cang chan bi hut tut vao than minh.
PHUP! Tbi rét xudng dat.
Bu’t but but...
thng soil6ng mao mau nau tée ra. Dot nhién t6i cdm thdy 4m ap v6 clung, nhw vira médc mot
chiéc 4o chdng wét.
Phuc phuc.
Cang chan sau xuat hién tré lai thanh ban chan chéo ngin ngin.
PHICH.
Mot cuc thit phoi ra ding sau mong. T6i quay dau dom. Xuong song gidn ra khoi co thé gan sau
tic, cai cuc thu lu, dem dep tro thanh dudi hinh mai chéo, mot cong cu lao dong.
Cudi cling so tdi cling quat lai, ép ndo ra hinh thit méi. Xwong so cung nhw da tang, nang hon
xwong nguoi, dai thuén ra thanh cai quai ham. Bén trong, ham rdng trwé'c moc, moc ra mai..
T6i dong m¢ quai ham. Cam thay strc manh ctia bd ring cira to cd cd, bu nhw 'cai duc clia thcr
mac, toe khoi loi.
Ha1 ly khong c6 strc manh phi pham nhw cop, nhung lai co st bén bi dang ngac nhién. Tri no
cua no thong suét, c6 dinh hlrcmg ro ret, biet giai quyet van de.
Hai ly cam thay lo lang cho ‘dw an” ctua minh. Tam tri né séng dong chi véi mot y nghi: phai
lam viéc. D6 1a tri ndo cua ké tham céng tiéc viéc.
Toi nhay tom xuong cai ao toi tam. Boi. Pau ngoi lén bé mdt. Bo da dau lang muot khoa nude
ma van kho rao. T6i cheo can than xuéng mot khe nitt. Ra khéi ao vé noi Ax dang gdm nhdm
mot cay to.
<Chting ta can cay nay cho dwong trag chinh,> anh bao.
T6i leo ra khdi nwére va bat d4u nhai. 0, that mé ly khi cham ngdp rang vao s¢ cdy. Cao ca ting
16p go, khac dan thanh vong tron. Thinh linh Ax 1a oai 04i. <Dung lai, 1ui lai!>
Cai cay du dua trong con gio.
Xe xee xee!
Am thanh tuyét voi cua go nat bay.
Biich! Cai cay ngd um xudng dat Tam tri hai ly hoan hi. Nhung cho da...
Cay khong do xudi hang véi cai mwong ma lai ngd ngang ra. Ax va toi dirng thang trén hai chan
sau va day. Cay nhudc nhich nhung khong hé quay chiéu.
<May bo duwdi kia, tui minh can giup!> toi la um.
Marco va Cassie nhao toi. Ca bon tui tdi cing ddy. Cay bap bénh 1én xudng chit chang di dwoc
dau Con hai ly bwc bdi, cdm thay nhw that bai. Thinh linh...

“Rrrroooaaarrr!”
Mot khdi chuyén dong. Cai cay dot nhién nhac Ién khdi mat dat, quay tron trén khong. Khi
nham thang hang véi ao, n6 d6 Am xudng nhwng ndi 1én ngay, phap phong may cai roi im re
luon.
<Can phai c6 cong cu thich hop cho cong viéc.> Gau xdm Rachel vénh mat 1én, gdm gir trong
anh trang. <Nao, ching ta hay x€p cac thir vao vi tri.>
Ong ba Hai Ly that da bién mat trwdc sw xuat hién clia Rachel. Con lai nam dta tui toi day va
161, nhu nhirng tau hoa tiéu dian mot tau bon cho dau cip cang.
Khic go chuyén dong tron tru trong ao, troi vé phia dap. Ax da sap san cho6 cho noé.
Chung t6i chi viéc hich n6 vao, dong nwéc chay tran 1én lam ndt phan con lai.
<Chu Ax, xong roi ch?> Tobias héi vong xudng tir trén cao.
<Gan xong,> Ax tw hao dap. <Muwc nwéc da Ién ding nhw cht dw doan.>



<Vay la tot,> Tobias phan. <B&i vi bon Yeerk chi con cach day c& mot tiéng dong ho di duong.
Jake, ching dong hon ching ta nghi nhiéu.>



ISAIAH FITZHENRY
Bui mu, van chwa cé ddu hiéu quan Forrest.
Chung doi t&i binh minh ching? Forrest khét tiéng la nguyén tic. Hin

khong thich ddnh ddm ban dém. B&i vé diing manh, can triedng sé bi bong t6i che 1ap hét(!)

Nhom nguoi Negro tap thém mot lan nira roi dung sung va quay tro lai viéc dao cong su.
Khi xu6ng gidm sat, toi thay ho dong ca mot bai hat c6 lan diéu tram tram.

“Thwa trung y,” Jacob kéu. “Ngwdi cda toi rat vui mirng véi sy huln luyén vira qua va thuc

pham ]

“V&i nhirng nguoi tinh nguyén nhw cic anh, cé 1é ching ta da chién thang tir mét nam truéc.”
T6i dirng bwérc. “Jacob, anh va moi ngwdi wéc dwoc nhap ngii ha?”
“Thua?”
“Thé phuc vu nhw mét ngwoi linh Lién Bang { ma. T4t cA nhitng ngwoi da trang va tdi nghi, cé
1~ »

“Chi can néi chung t6i phai lam gi,” thua trung dy. Jacob ham ho. Tiéng hat ngung. Nhitng cai
dau dong loat quay qua toi.

“Hay tu ho Tai, toi nghi. Toi... a... trude dy toi chua bao gio lam diéu nay.”
Toi tim thay ban 1&ri the trong mé& sach vé ctia Dai ta Shaw. T6i 161 né ra khéi tdi quan. Nhitng
ngu'm dan 6ng dan day swong gié, wét dAm md hoi xdm lai gan.

“Gio tay phai Ién.”
Ba muoi ban tay chai san huo 1én khong.

“U'm, toi sé doc 101 tuyen thé, moi [An mot hang. Cac anh lip lai nha? Bat d4u bang tén ctia cac
anh, t1ep dén... nao..
Toi tang hang va lat trang gidy Am uot, bia dé “Loi Thé Gia Nhdp.” Twdng twong minh la
Llncoln toi co 1dy giong sao cho gidng tong thong nhat.

“Toi, Isaiah Fltzhenry, kinh cin trang trong thé giit vitng long trung thanh vé&i Hiép Ching
Quoc Hoa Ky va..

“Thuwa trung uy”"
“(}i d6 Samson?”

“Ong vui long dl‘rng & d6 dwoc kKhong?”

“Duong nhién.”
Toi d€ ho nhic lai doan van. Dién tén vao, hoa thanh mdt chudi Am thanh nghe nhw mét ban
nhac du dwong.
Jacob, Samson, Moses, Washmgton Jackson, Jefferson, va Tennessee...
Ba mwoi nguoi dan 6ng lap lai loi cua toi. Ngay mai ho sé chién d4u - sé cung ding hay nga
xuéng bén nhau. Toi tiép tuc doc “va toi the tan tuy phuc vu dat nwéc chong lai moi ké thu va
nhlrng ké chong ddi, cho du chung 1a ai.

“va phuc tung moi menh 1énh cta Tong thong My va nhitng sT quan cap trén...
Menh 1énh hién ching toi dang thure hién 6 I€ la ménh Iénh cuoi cung chung t6i nhan duorc.

“Lam theo nhu'ng luatlé va quy tic clia quan doi Lién Bang.”
M01 ngu'o'l nhéc lai doan cudi cing. Mot khodng im ldng khi tdi nhin vao to gidy, trwdc khi néi

“xong roi”
Ho dala nhu’ng nguwoi linh. Tleng tung ho reo ho noi lén. Nhitng ngwoi dan ong nhay tung tung,
gao tha strc. Toi dam minh vao niém vui ctia ho. Ctr @€ ho vo tay, xua di noi de doa. Hay dé ho
cit cao lo1 hat, lang lang kéo t6i vé nha, cho t6i thay... Ngon Itta ti tach. Chi t6i gap quyén sach
dé trén san trudc nén 10 swédi. Me toi ngoi trén ghé banh, hi hody véi tui may va.
Mui banh mi nwéng pha ra tw trong bep, cam thay l6ng con Rover ém ém may diu ngdn tay. Vi
bia u. Giong soprano cua me ngam nga ¢ goc phong.
To6i dang & nha. Néu binh minh ngay mai t6i nga xuéng trén chién tran, thé ndo toi ciing sé vé
nha lan nia.



JAKE

Chung t6i hoan hinh. Xét theo vi trf hién tai ctia chiing, bon Yeerk sé chon binh minh Ia thoi

diém tan cong.
<Tobias, bo thay cai gi?>
<Minh thay mot doan quan Hork-Bajir mang vii khi. Hon tram tén c6 deo bang xanh quanh
canh tay.>
Tlm toi chot dap bum bup. Bon Bang Xanh - nhiing tén can vé tuyén chon ctia Visser Mot.

“Cho minh blet tat ca nhirng gl b6 thay.”

“Khoéng pha1 noéi xao, Jake. Co rat nhiéu Taxxon.”
Bao tlr t6i16n nhao.

“0, va ca mot Andalite nita chir.>
Visser Mot. Ké thu cii cia chiing toi, curu Visser Ba, tén Muwon xac- Andalite. Tong chi huy cac
hrc lu'0'ng Yeerk trén Trai dat.

“Poi ndo Ba twdc Quy Vang mat trong doan quéan,” Marco nghiém trang noi.

T61 phai Tobias bay toi doanh trai ca nhitng Hork-Bajir tw do. Ching tdi theo sau, chay qua
rirng cay xuong doi. bén noi, Toblas dang thong bao tin tic.

<Bon Yeerk dang tdi rat ram ro. Moi nguwoi hay vao vi tri chién dau.>

Giong truyén van con méi mé déi véi nhitng ngudi cdm trai. Emily 4p tay 1én dau vé hoang
mang. . ‘

“Khoéng phai co mat tri dau,” toi gidng gidi. “Bién hinh budc ching t6i phai giao ti€p bang than
giao cach cam. Tobias noi day Toi chi 1én cay.
<Hay, cach mot ddm la minh da thdy nhitng ngwoi cdm trai!> Tobias néi bang giong truyén
rleng <Bao ho c&i 4o khoac vangra dl Ho dangla muc tiéul6 16.>

“Cac ban can phai hai hoa véi sw vat,” toi yéu cau. Hay chon 3o khoacva tat ca cac thi gi mau
sdc s& di. Sau d6 hay nguy trang. Bat cir cai gi ngoai mau dat déu cé thé khién cac ban bi giét.”
Ho ctp rip lam theo, thao hét dung cu ra. Lewis nhay tot1én mot buc cay, sat canh cung anh
ch1en binh HOI‘k-Ba]lI‘ bi cut canh tay phai - hau qua ctia mot Ian ngudi Hork-Bajir tw do tan
cong co s¢& Yeerk.

Khong khi tran ngip sw cang thang trwdc trin danh. Nhitng co thé tda ra mui s¢ sét va
adrenaline.
Rlchard ai ngai nhin 1én cau con trai.

“Hay chuyén nguoi tring thwong ra dang sau nhitng hon d4,” t6i hét. “Nhitng ai bi giét trén
canh dong déu phai dé lai sau hang tinh.”
Rlchard buéc ve phla toi Van mac chiéc 4o vet Vang chde, mat quau deo.

“Cau noi bi glet ong noéi, “tiec1abi’ gay mé' hodc 'bi bat' pha1 khong?”
“Rul thay, 6ng Carpenter, bi giét tirc 1a 'chet’ day
Mat Richard mo lomn, va toi biét dé 1a ddu hidu dau tién ctia sw kinh so. Toi d4 néi ré sw nguy
hiém cuda phi vu nay chua nhi? Roi. Nguwoi nay thudc loai buong loi cho sw kich dong 1éo 1ai tam
tr1 Khong khéo vi qua hoang sg, dng ta co the lam xdo tron tat ca.

“O troi o, " 6ng ta thi thao, giong ddc nghet. Hinh nhw 6 ong nghi tat ca nhwng 101 canh bao chi la
mot phan cua tro choi, ch{ mot phan doan trong Khéng Gian Xa X6i 9vay. “T6i khong ngd, toi
thay vay du roi. Chung toi vé nha thoi. Lewis! Emily! Di khoi day mau'"

T6i niu canh tay Rlchard c6 1am 6ng binh tinh va im ling. “Qua tré rdi,” t6i rau ri néi. “Ong
khong thé di dwgc niva.”

“Con khong di dau hét!” Lewis la tir trén buc cay. “Nhitng ngwdi nay can sw gitip d& ctia ching
ta.”

Richard vudt tay toi ra. “Xu6ng ngay, khong con sé mat moi quyén lgi trong vong mot thang!”
Ong ta hét dlen dai.

“Khéng, cha a.” Giong Lewis ran réi. “Con ¢ o lai.”
<Imlang'> Tobias thét. <Ching dang t&i gan.>

“Bién hinh chién dau, mau!”



Rlchard dom tdi tran trao Té dleng, khlep dam, cho téi giai ctru.

“Tranh khoi cho nay, ’t6i vOi bao. “Hay nup dang sau nhitng tang da. Ong sé khong sao. Chi viéc
tranh xa khoi day.” Con cop-toi dan hinh thanh.
Richard liéc nhln con trai roi nhin t6i, miéng ha h6c nhung chang thét nén 1o ndo. Roi dng ta
quay nguwoi, u té chay 1én doi.
Bau troi phia déng loe sang nhirng vat xanh nhat. Mat troi sap lén. Nhitng ngwoi Hork-Bajir tu
do nup trén cdy hodc cli xudng trong chién hao. Chung t6i 1a cop, khi dot, gau xam, va séi. Ax
dong d6 & dap nuwoc..
Thinh l&ng ndo né, chi c6 tiéng gié vi vit qua ké 14. Ching t6i doi. Tim t6i dap thinh thich nhw
da chen gitra nguec.
Chién trudong song mai sip mé man.



Im lang gan nhw tuyét doi. Mat troi It dir sdng hon. Nhirng dai swong mu xam xit nhan nha

roi khoi Trai dat.
Kraaac! Mot canh cay gay.
<Im lang'> T6i ra l1énh. Sw phong thia ctia chiing t6i dwa vao yéu to bat ngd ma... Chuyén dong...
thém mot loai am thanh khac.
Nhirng buoc ‘chan ram rap dap xuong nén dat 4m. Toi nhin qua lan swong mu. Mot tia sang
nhang vo mat téi - mot ludi guomn... gan vao than minh Hork-Bajir cao hai mét hai.
Han dirng lai ngoai bia trai. Pling dinh quay tit phia, di khau tia Nghiét vao bat cit ci gi hdn
thay.
Lai thém nhirng budc chan, nhitng ludi gwom. L Hork-Bajir véi canh tay deo bang xanh 0 at
chiém linh khu trai. Chiing can quét, ling suc.
ROi mot tén Hork-Ba]lr nho con 10 do di vé phia trung tam trai. P6 chinh 1a nguoi Hork-Bajir tw
do vira m&i bi bat. Tén Yeerk trong dau anh ta da dan ké thu t&i day - dé€ phan boi dong bao
minh.
<Binh tinh!> t6i canh bao.
Nhiing vii khi ching t6i c6 - thwong, cung tén, rang, mong vu6t - chi c6 tic dung & tim gan.
Phai doi thém vai gidy nita ching t6i méi phan cong.
<Theo 1énh t6i...>
Bon Bing Xanh da tién lai rat gan.
Ten HorkBajir méi bi mwon xac dua cai gi d6 nhw la dién thoai di dong 1én miéng.

“Tat ca di roi, thua Visser Mot
Khong thé tin n6i. Han bao cao ching t6i khong co ¢ do. C6 1€ doi quan sé quay dau, rat lui...
Nhyng roi han nhu'ong mat 1én cay va té cing lai. Ching toi da bi phat giac.
<TAN CONG!> T6i gao
vat! vat! vat! vat! ) ,
Con mua lao, tén va da sac ném téi tap vao ké thu truée khi ching kip ban.
“Ghaaaaalhaa!”
Cassie chom t&i, ngoam mom séi quanh chin mét Hork-Bajir.
<Ah!>
Mot vét chém xoet qua swon nho.
<Heyahhhh'>
Marcokhi dot x6ng vao gitra dam Bang Xanh. Nam ddm c& trai banh cta ciu 4y nén hai tén
chién binh xu6ng dat.
Huych! Huych!
Toby lao vao cudc hon chién, lanh ling xé xat quan thu bang guom cb  tay, dAu gbi, mat ca.
Nhitng ngudi Hork-Bajir tw do thét 1én, nhay khdi buc cay, cam mét ca vao lung ké thu.
ZDIT ZDIT ZDIT!
Tleng gwom qudt vao khong khi khi Hork-Bajir chdng lai Hork-Bajir trong cudc néi chién nao
né, tan khoc.
Toi phong tdi, ngam tén Hork-Bajir nho vao quai ham, kéo né ra sau. Hai ngu'o'l Hork-Bajir tw
do dang cho tlep tng. Ho mang anh ta t&i cho ba me ciia Marco, chita trj vet thuong. Ho sé git
anh ta, hy vong tén Yeerk doi sé bo ra khoi dau anh ta.
T6i phong trd lai chién treong, x6ng vao tén Bing Xanh bw nhit, cin ngip nanh vao gay no,
cadm thay co bip dirt phirn phut, nhin né dé nhao.
Pang chiu! . )
Khoang khong trén diu tdi van vén nhitng luong nhiét mau xanh va trang. Toi lao qua mot tén
Bang Xanh khac.
Ram! Toi ép han vao than cay.
Bich! Ca hai ap xuong dat, 1an miy vong.
Thung liing bat dau day xac Hork-Bajir. Nhitng co thé dAm mau - c6 va khong c6 deo dai bang
xanh.



Gau xam Rachel 1am tran. T4n cong tén Hork-Bajir chia tia Nghiét vao hang céy.

Veéo!

Pang chiu!

Ram!

Nho6 tom han dan vao da. Nhung | han da ban. Cay boc chay. Mot buc c6 thd bién mat. Nhitng
tiéng thét thacloan... Mot ring tén va mii giao bay ra, ghim xuong dat, ba vao nhirng thanh
gwom, chim vao da thit.

Con muwa chét chéc tran L ngap khong khi. Lewis va Emily, Meg va Chloe. Nhitng nguoi cim trai
va Hork-Bajir. Gwom tié€p noi gwom.

Bong bon Bang Xanh chay... quay lai noi chiing da téi. Thao lui chang?

Mot khoang im ldng. Roi nhitng ngwdi Hork-Bajir tw do 6 1én reo ho, nhay [én nhay xudng,
khiéu vii mung vui.

Nhirng Hork-Bajir khac nhay ra khoi giao thong hao. Tleng la chién thang dong day khong gian.
Nhirng chién binh gio' ngon thwong lén trod, tham chi cd nhitng ngudi cam trai cling mim cuoi.
Vai tia Nghiét chién loi pham ban Ién khong

Nhung t6i va bon ban biét rd. Ching t6i khong an mirng. Nhay mia sung swdng la tro tre con.
T6i vira phat hién ra hdn, qua man cay va swong mu, im ling tién khi Hork-Bajir va nhitng
ngudi cAm trai ho la.

Visser Mot. Trong 16t hinh bién c6 tdm cai dau thd kho kheé khac ra lira. Nhitng cang chan map
nhu than cay. Tam cai c6 véu vao, ngoat ngheo. Nhiing hé mat hdm nhw nham thach néng
chay. Pdng sau tén Visser khdng 1o gém ghiéc 4y 1a mot 1an séng Taxxon, mang theo hoi hdm
chét chéc.

<Vao vi tri!> Toi thét v&i nhitng con ngudi ngiy tho dang mirng thang loi. <Dirng lai. Coi kia!
Chung lai tran téi!>

Nhiing giong vui swong chot im re. Nhitng giong cuoi chuyen thanh tiéng la that thanh khi
nhitng chién binh chay di lay vii khi, tom gdy va thwong moi trong dong

<Bon bay da bi bao vay! Pau hang ngay lap tirc. Khong thi chét!> Mot giong rong, vé vun, vang
1én.



ISAIAH FITZHENRY
Buoi sdng ngay Giang Sinh.
Trang keén 1énh dinh tai rit toi khéi gidc ngd. Co tiéng gb clva tru s& chi

huy, noi téi mdc nguyén quan phuc ngu trong goc.
T6i voi nhom 1én, chup 14y khau sung luc va stiing dai, ra mé ctra. “Ching dang & day,” Raines
bao cdo, mit mé to, mit diém tinh. “Mot luc

luong nho trong rung cay, glong nhw hom qua.”
Chung t6i quang sung1én vai va chay.
Tiéng kén ngirng. Mot thoang, Am thanh duy nhéit Ia tié€ng ting nén xuong

dat khi quan Lién Bang hoi ha vao vi tri. Sung truong lach cach theo nhip chay cua ho. Lo
thudc stng va bi dong dung nudc cham vavao nhau. Spears dang lap rap cac manh cta khau
trong phao chung tdi co kéo theo.

“Xem ra sé tan cong tryc dién, thua trung ty,” anh tho ga p trong khi Price dut vién dan

khong 16 vao nong sung.
Toi nang ong nhom lén, quan sat bon Phién Quan trong rung. Tim t6i dap ran ran khi thiy ré
nhitng 16 miii ngwa phi pho nhirng 4o khodc xam, roi ban dap sang bong.
Tai sao chung khong dem nhiéu quan hon h6m qua? Hay tén tu Phién Quin da ndi sai? Liéu
quan dich c6 ding la khong t&i mot tram nhw Spears da thay?

“Thua trung y!”
T6i quay vé phia thi tran. Mot nhém muwdi ngudi lap xdp vé phia ching t6i, cim theo sung va
chla ba.Joe Miller vay.

“Day la thi tran cua ching toi, ching t6i sé chién dau dé gitr gin no.”
Hau nhu tdt ca dan 6ng cua Pinh Sinkler d&u cé mat. K& ca anh chang danh trong va nguwoi hat
dao cling cam sung luc trong tay.
To6i cwdi nhat nhung thanh that. “That mirng khi gdp anh, Joe. Py 1a tin congtruc dién. Anh vui
long boc swon dwoc chir?”
Joe chi cho ndm ngudi chay vé dau dong, con lai theo anh ra phia dau tay.
“NHAM MUC TIEU!” T6ira Iénh.
Bon Phlen Quan van & trong rung. Tai sao ching khong tan cong? Chung con cho gl nita?
Tbi lai nang 6ng nhom lén, quét khip lwot Phién Quan va nhin ra mot guong matan hién trong
canh cay. Gay, toc den, gd ma cao, da cing lang. Nhirng vi sao 14m cham trén cau vai han Con
ngwa bén dwdi hian 1a con duy nhat khong hé nén néng hay bi tray xwéc. Bong tdi che mat han.
Peo chéo truéc ngwe khong chi 1a mot ma 1a hai khau carbine.
Co phai d6 la Forrest? Tai sao han chua tin cong?

“Raines? Spears? Cac anh sdn sang chua?”

“Roi, thwra trung ay!”

]acob""

“Roi, thua ngai.”
Lleu ddy c¢ 1€ 1a ngay cdo chung cua Forrest? Joe Miller nip sau cong sy, ti sing vao déng dat
lam diém twa. Chung t6i da san sang. Tuy nhién téi cdm thay cai gi do...

“Tan cong'"
Phién Quan 0 at ua ra khoi rirng, vong qua cac than ciy - quat, ho, la, phi nwéc kiéu.
“NHAM!” T6i run run nhéc lai.
Phlen Quan nang sung lén.

“Spears, ban!”
Bu-um.
Trong phao nay lén.
BU-UM.
“Aaahhh!”
Hai con ngwa cung nguwoi cwdi vang lén khong.



'"

“Ban!
Doang' Poang!
Bat giac, 10ng ty hao tran toa khap 16ng nguc toi. Day 1a lwc lwgng 1én nhat toi tirng chi huy.
“BAN!” Tén cam dau Phién Quan thét lai.
Pang vang chiu chiu trén khong. Mot dot séng chét chdc tran téi.
“Yaaah!”
“Ahhh!”
Nhfrng ngwoi dan ong té lan, la khoc, thét gao. Samson nga. Spears cling vay.
“Binh tinh anh em, nap dan.”
Chién treong noi ré tiéng kim hoa va 6ng nhéi lach cach.
HBAN ”n
Chuing tdi ban tra. Phién Quan phi ngua téi. Tiéng la thét thdc vao tai toi.
“NAP DAN!”
HBAN!"
Phién Quén lao t&i gin chién hao. Thinh linh, tréi d6 mwa. Nhitng hon da lanh buot quit vao
mat toi.
Chung dang rut lui!” Raines heét,
C6 that thé khong? Forrest tha chét con hon bi danh bai. Khong. C6 cai gi d6 khéng 6n. Tat ca
déu sai hét roi.



Mua trut nhw thic d6, bién nhirng cong sw thanh bun. Hang ngi Phién Quan v& tan, manh ai
ndy lui lai rirng cay. Nhw vay khong thé goi 1a chién thing duorc.

Jacob do6 thudc sing va xé vai tir chiéc 4o so -mi dang mdc. “Jacob,” t6i goi. “Anh da chién
dau xong. Anh da ching t6 minh co thé cung dirng chung v&i ngwdi da trang ma khong that bai.
Gio hay di di. Hay tron lén do6i!”

Jacob van diém nhién nap dan. Xung quanh t6i nhirng nguoi da trang cing nhuw da den dang
rén ri, mau be bét. C6 nhitng nguwoi bat dong. Ho da lam tatca nhiing gi co thé. Nhitng miéng
bang tam thoi quin quanh vét thwong. Nhirng ngum nuéc uong vOi twr bi-dong.

“Hay nghe toi, Jacob! Forrest sé trdr lai. Han sé bat ching t6i lam tu binh nhung sé glet cac anh.
Anh c6 nghe toi noi khong? Hay ctru nhitng ngwdi ctia minh, Jacob. P6 1 bén phan ctia anh trén
cwong vi tha linh.”

Jacob nhin 1én. T6i t1ep “Anh va tit ca cac ban ctia anh van con c6 thé chon dwong séng. Hay
tré 1én d6i va cho cudc chién ddu khac, mot ngay nao do.”
Khong ai nhuc nhich.

“Gidi tan!” Jacob thét ram, khua khua canh tay.

Chang ai dong ddy. bot nhién c6 tiéng trong ro 1én phia dang dong. N6 khién cho téi, Jacobva
tat ca moi nguoi té diéng. Lai thém loat trong néi lén ding tay. Ca hai phia d6 chang c6 gl ngoai
da tang gap. ghenh 16m chém, ngwa khong thé di duorc.

“Chung toi & lai,” ]acob dirt khoat.

“Cc anh sé chét.”

“Thua trung uy, Chia s€ mang t6i di bat khi nao Nguoi mudn. 'Nhung toi chon cach chét nhuw
mot ngu'(rl tur do, chién d4u vi nhitng gi ctia minh con hon 1a séng hén nhat, Ilam né 1& cho ndi
so hai.”

Qua lan mua mit mung, toi thay hang 16p 16p ngwa chat vat dim 1én nén dit da 16m ng6ém.

“Ching tan cong phia dong!” Miller thét tir dang cudi hang

“Va ca phig nam!” Raines hét. “Chiing lai dén tir phia nam.

“NHAM BAN!”
Bun mut chat lay ung t6i, mwa quat tdi bui vao lung.

“Nham vao dau?” Ralnes thét hoi.

“Vao nhitng muc tiéu gan nhat!”

Nhirng nguoi linh giwong sung trueong. Nhirng thi dan gio siing luc cua ho. Hang ngii ching t6i
vitng chac khi Phién Quan phi ngua dén tir ba hwdng, xuyén thing lan swong mu.

“BAN!” Toi thét.

ban cua chung to6i chia du cac hwéng dong, tdy va nam. Ké thu thét loan. Nhitng tay thién xa
chiing t6i hat chiing rét lich bich. Nhuwng khong du.

Chi tinh phia déng thoi da gan mot tram tén lao téi, bing pham phidm qua da...

“NAP DAN!”

Nhjing thao tac long cong hon trong mua. Nuoc d6 xudng wét nong sung, hoa tan thudéc no.
“BAN!” Nhitng tén dau linh Phién Quan ho vang.

Bong dung, thoi gian nhu ngurng lai. T6i ban sung luc vao khéi thi vat va nguoi ldc nhic.
Chuing dang tién gan hé thong phong tht ctia chuing toi... Gan hon...

RAM! Cu va cham qudng t6i xuong bun. T6i loang quang so vao ngurc. Khong can phai mé& o
khoac ra. Mau da & do roi. Mau tu6n 1én bé mat... Mau dwdi trai tim tdi, 6c qua cac ké ngdn tay.
Lua xu0ng xwong swon.

“Khong!” T6i tho phi pho, quay dau, tim kiém hy vong... tim sy tro gidp...

Phién Quan & phia ty da roi loan... T6i thay Jacob chlen ddu nhuw manh ho, vung vay khiu than
cong nhw dui cui, hét an dau anh quing ném cai xéng, dam thoc tui ngdi trén ngua.

O khong, dang sau anh kia, Jacob!

Doang! Jacob bi ban tir phia sau lung. Mat anh cham phai mat t6i...

Khi anh ng3 xuong... toi cling nga... cung nhau.



JAKE

Bon Muon xac Hork-Bajir thao lui, chot dung phat lai bén kia hang thwong cua ching téi roi
quay lai, Xa tia Nghiét vao lum cay c6 nguoi Hork—Ba]n‘ tw do.
Ho ru len rét duon dudn khéi buc. Lira ngén ngdu cay cung véi nhitng chién binh diing cdm
khong klp nhay ra.
R01

“Sssssssny-sssnit-sssnit-ssnnaaaaaa!”
Taxxon trdn ngo ngoe khap trai.

“Skeeeeeeee!”
Tén diu tién bo nhao xuong 16, bi nhirng coc nhon xién 1éo chéo. Co thé bién dang ctia né vat
ngang, lam thanh cay cau cho tui di sau. Bon Taxxon phéng t&i nhitng Hork-Bajir bi té. Vai con
du'ng dé ngiu nghién thit con dm.

“Rrrrroaaagh!”
T6i phong 1én, cam phap rang vao lop da phong rop, tron nhay. Tém that. Nhuw trai bong cing
phong chat day diu néng hoi, hoi thoi.
T6i loang choang budng khoi cai co thé xi hoi bep nhép 3 ay Toi thay Rachel dang bop mot con
Taxxon cho dén khi né v& buc ra. T6i nghe Cassie gt gao va Marco rong rit.
<Tobias!>Khong c6 tiéng dap T6i c6 hét strc truyén giong. <Nudc! Goi Ax! Mau!>
HorkBajir gia va tré chay nhon nhao, than khoc, gao thét... Khu ring chay hirng huc xung
quanh ho. Ltra dién cuong liém cay va mat dat.
Khap noi noi, nhing nguoi Hork-Bajir tw do nga xuong Hap hoi.
<Ra khoi trai!> Toi thét. <T4t ca hay lén doi. Nugc sap tran toil>
Nhung... Tai sao Tobias khong tra loi vay? Cau dy c6 bé gi roi chang? ConAx da nhan duoc
ménh 1énh chwa nhi?
Mot con Taxxon chdm téi tir phia sau. Tdi quay ngodt lai, choc nanh nhon vao khdi phom phop
ac mong.
Chién trwong réi loan va toi phal chiu trach nhiém. Téi quay chay 1én déi, vé phia dap nwéc ma
Ax sé dung ludi dao dudi mé ra, néu anh nhan duwoc 1énh.
Thinh linh...
Zwiiip!
Mot vét mau cam choi ruc bay trén khong. Nhu trai cau lra... Visser Mot!
T6i dleng nguwoi. Tam cai chan by kech x1 nai, map cui nhw than cay ao vo ring. Mat dat rung
chuyén. Cay bi xay nhé thanh tdm xia ring. Tdm cai dau véi nhitng con mat hap hay nhu hé
Itra.
ROi... Pang chiul...
<Tobias! Khong'>
Tobias bo xudng con quai vat, hét ct nay toi ci khac. Gio mong vuot cao mat. Lay mo rut thit.
Nhung cdu ay chang hon con bo chétso voi quai vat Visser Mot. Chua can bi né tap nguwoi ta da
kinh so chét ngat roi. TAm canh tay loang ngoang quo quat 1én khong. Trir phi Tobias bay téi
noi an toan, bang khong sé bi nhirng xtc tu ay chop lién!
<Tobias! Ngung lai!>
T6i cam thay co hong tic nghén, miéng nghlen chat vi hdi huing. Van hét strc binh sinh, t6i
truyen giong riéng cho Ax. Cau nguyén cho anh nghe thay.
<Mo¢ dap ra! Cho nwoc vao! MAU!>
Co tleng rit bay hon! Tobias da trung don! Mot xuc tu hit cdu ay bay tudt vao dam cay!
L6t quai vat clia Visser Mot nhém téi mot Hork-Bajir dang dinh chay. Qua cau Itra lién tiép
vuot khoi miéng né. Gia hay tré gi dong Joat bién biét tam.
Khong con cach nao khac, toi tan cong. Dap btra 1én nhu'ng co thé Taxxon chém nhep va Hork-
Bajir chay xém. Va voi tat ca strc manh va toc do, toi tap trung... lao vao Visser Mot. Cim
nguyén bdn cai nanh vao mot trong tdm cai cod quat queo cua no.
<T6i nghiép ghé,> hin rit chin chit. <May sé chét ngay théi.>



Toi nghlen manh hon, quai ham nhw hai gong kim thép. T6i banh méng vuot bon ban tay ra,
phap vao cai cO ra mau.

Cai co lang mot cai, con cop gan nhw bi nhac bong 1én, bay dat deo nhw miéng gié. Mau quai vit
do 1om, nong bong, dét chay miéng t6i. Nhung chirng nao téi con ngoam thi chirng dé Visser
Mot khong thé khac Itra vao t6i. Néu khac han sé tw glet minh.

Tuy nhién, nhitng cai dau con lai van c6 thé nhe rang can rit toi.

Xeoeoeo!

<Ahhh!> ] )

T6i van veo né, cam rang ngip siu hon. Gin nhw chang con sirc ma gong nira.

Xeoeoeo!

Pam rang quai vat khoét mot 16 t6 b trén lung tdi! Da phong rop. Co bap gao rd! Pau dén ghé
hon!

VUUuT?

To6i gitr khong nodi nira, rot - uych Xuong dét, lan vong trén bo sudi, ¢8 viing vay dé dirng 1én. Khé
noi, mot khoi nang ghim t6i tro lai, de 3 an toi dén khong tho dlr(rc

Visser Mot khong ngot tru tréo. Hai trong s6 tAm ban tay ctia hdn quap l1dy c6 toi. Ba cai dau
pha hoi thé néng phung phuc vao mat toi.

Va toi biét minh sé chét.



Phut! Phut! Phut!
Nhu'ng cuc hra phun ra khoi miéng han! Toi nham mat lai va hét. <Aaaahhhhh!>
ROi... Mot cAm giac té té, 1anh lanh lan khap tir dau téi dudi cop. Va toi

thdy minh chong chanh, tréi vao vo thirc bang mot dong lwc manh mé.

Co thé toi quay mong mong, khong thé ki€m soat noi... c6 phai day la cai chét do Itra? La
that. Pay la s két thuc sao?
<Aaaargh'> Giong Visser Mot xé toac tai toi. Cai gi vay? Téi mé choang mit ra. Khong phai lira
- ma la nuorc.
bap da mo! Va roi toi thay quai vat Visser Mot bi hat hong chanlén. Tam con ran chan dan quo
quao trén khong. Tam cai c6 cong queo bi nudc danh odt eo. Lira cia quai vat da ngudi.
<Aaaahhhhh!> Tiéng rong cia han vang dong thung liing va khu rung.
T6i ho. Sdc. Nghen thé. Chim lim. Thé gi¢i chay vun vut qua nhw cuon phim siéu toc do. Khong
thé tim dwoc mau bam. Khong thé kim cham lai. Con con quay 16n nhao, uéng nwéc 6ng oc,
ngap ngap doi khong khi.
Quai vat Visser Mot ngoi ng6p trong dong sudi cung voi toi. Nhitng xuc tu quan quiu ldy tdi,
nhiing cai co ngat nguong.
Han sé 4n dim tbi néu c6 thé. Cho du 1 ca hai cing chét du01
Quanh t6i, HorkBajir quay dap. Nhitng lu6i gwom thuc vao bung vao lung cop. buong xudéng
dia nguc day nwoc.
ROi toi thay minh dang thé hong hoc. Khong! T6i bi cuon vé phia mét than ciy to dung.
Nhwng ciing cé thé...
<Yaaaah!>
Toi dudi thang hai cang chan trudc ra, mong vuot bau ldy than cay. Can phal gitr chac 14y.
Nhung t61i lai tréi tudt di mat! Dong nwoc day toi vé phia trudc. Can phai tim cach tan dung
nhitng cang chan sau va mong vubt cua chung. Rang bam lay cay - bam lay cudc song
Phap! Mot xuc tu cua Visser Mot quap vao than cdy ngay trén dau t6i. Nhwng roi n6 dit rovi,
quai vat trdi vt qua, gdm ru. Lira clia n6 da tit ngam.
Nhung t6i van bam, , lung gidt cung cuc, miéng té budt. Cham cham...
Luc nuéc bat dau yéu dan. Muc nwéc cling ha xuong nhung cudi cung, téi chang thé biu néi
nita, danh budng. O, t6i thay minh ding cho vo gitta dong bun, lién 1€t vé phia trai, bun nhado dé
mau ban tung tée. Xac Hork-Bajir khap noi. Bon Taxxon sinh wén nhw nhirng chum bong bong
gom gubc. Tui sén Yeerk hoi ha trueon ra khéi tai vat chi. T6i nhin ra Rachel, van trong 1ot gu
xam, dang 101 bun 16m bom.
Bén canh may ban chin to nai ciia nhd, mot chi bé Hork- -Bajir 16c théc l1ét theo. D6 la dira tré
mé&i sinh cda Jara Hamee va Ket Halpak Rachel da cltu song chu ta.
<Jake!> Cassie va Marco lao bi bop vé phia téi. Mot cang chan cuia Cassie dAm mau. Da trén
nguc Marco bong han. Tui téi tirc tdc hoan hinh.

“Ax dd lam duoc,” toi noi ldng 1€ khi la nguoi trd lai. “Ching ta da lam duworc.”
Nhung d6 cé duoc goi 1a chién thang? Lam sao goila thang loi cho dwoc khi ma ca hai bén déu
chiu qua nhiéu ton that. T6i nhan thay Emily va Lewis dang [é budre.
May nguoi cam trai khac dang 6m cham ldy nhau.
<]ake'> T6i nhin 1én. Cht diéu hau Tobias dang lwon vong bén trén.
“Tobias! B6 con s6ng!”

<bung! Minh bién hinh. Cht1 Ax cling 6n. Ma Jake nay, co rat nhiéu nguoi khéng veot qua duorc.
Trong do6 c6 6ng Richard Carpenter. Emily va Lewis da mat cha.>



Sau tran chién.
Lung do6i sut sui tiéng khéc. Emily guc mat vao tay. Lewis that than, dirng ngiy nhin chi

minh.
Tobias va Cassie da bao tin cho ho. T6i khong biét phai ndi gi. Toby - v&i vét chém ngang nguc
va mau ro chd may ngén tay - di thim nom dong bao minh. An ui. Pong vién. Giai thich rang da
dén lic phai roi khoi thung liing. [t nhat 1a mot thoi gian.
Ba me Marco ban biu lam cong tac so ctru. Cot bing ga-rd cam mau, to chitc, hwéng dan nhirng
ngwoi khde manh cham soc thuong binh. thng chién binh bi thwong nang khong thé di sé
dugc khiéng 1én cang lam bang canh cdy va day thung.
Moi ngudi chén cat tir si, toan bd cw dan ctia lanh dia nay hiéu rang minh phai nhanh chéng roi
khoi day.
Gior cay cdi da bi chay trui. Visser Mot chac chin sé tré lai, rAim rd hon cung vi tui Con Rép.
Hin dw du dién rdo dé 1am bat cir diéu gi.
Cuw dan Hork-Bajir sé c6 cudc di doi kéo dai nhiéu ngay. Di 1én trén, ra khoi thung ling, téi day
doi.
T01 kéo Toby ra khéi cong tac chuin bi.

“Toby, chau phai biét 1a ching sé tré lai. Khong phai hdm nay, nhing ma ciing nhanh thdi.”
Co bé gat dau.

“Chau biét, chu Jake. Nhung hom nay chung ta da thang, du khong han hoan 1am. Bay gio va
mai mai, thung liing 1a cia nhitng ngwoi Hork-Bajir tw do. Ching toi san sang tra gia cho ng.”
Co bé hit that sau.

“Ching t6i sé bam tru & day cho téi khi cudc chién két thuc Can phai thé. Ngwoi Hork-Bajir tw
do c6 co hoi chién dau. Po 1a diédu ching t6i that sw muo6n.”

“Toby," toi nhe nhang. “Chu khong biét cuoc chién nay sé két thuc nhuw thé nao.”

“Nhung no6 sé két thuc. Mot ngay nao do...” Toby ngap ngtrng noi.

Co ciling biét ro nhw toi rang: néu Yeerk thing thi co va nhitng ngwdi HorkBajir tu do khac sé bi
batlam no 1é.

T6i chdm dirt dong suy nghi gitm c6. “Mot ngay nao do... chau sé quay tro lai.”

Toby nhin tdi, mat dong day hy vong.

Sau do nhlrng nguwoi Hork-Bajir ra khoi thung liing, Marco cung ba me dan dwong. Toi bay vé
phia trang trai Cassie. Hoan hinh va di vé nha trong anh mat troi budi trua. Tobias bao, ltic toi
budc vao nha thi nguwoi Chee dong vai toi s€ di.

Ba me tdi... va ca Tom... s& khong hay blet gi hét.

T6i mét méi va run ray khi buwdc téi civa trwede. Pung, téi d6i bung va mét nhoai. Nhwng con
hon thé nhiéu.

Toi lang lang vao nha. Ba me t6i va Tom dang ¢ san sau, xim quanh vi nwéng thit. T6i hudng
xudng tang hAm. T6i om va im ang. TOi cdm thiy an toan & day, gitra d6ng hop cac tong chira
dung nhitng ky tc.

Ky trc vé nhitng thoi ky va nhitng tran chlen da qua.

T01 lat trang cubi cung cua cudn nhat ky ctia Cu Isaiah Fitzhenry.

“Nhiing maong gudc giay xéo mdt datxung quanh Tleng la thét rit rong ctia nhiitng nguoi bi
thuong ddm dia mdu, dang hdp héi.. Mot con dc méng vé tdn. Khoéng thé thé... Con té dal lan
truyen xubng canh tay toi. Thi lyc mo... hep di nhw nhom vao mét dwong hdm téi thui...

“Jake, con dau roi. Bita trwa da don ra.’

T01 ngang lén, blrng tinh. Giong me lam t6i giat nay minh.

“Con lén day, me!” T01 dap. “Con len ngay day!”

“Nhanh len d6 ndm” Tom quat xudng cau thang. “Néu khong anh sé an hét phan thit ctia ch
may day.

Toi nh1n nhitng hang chit cudi cing trong cuén nhat Ky, noi mau va nwdc mwa lam mue wét
nhoe.
“Téi so minh sé bi giét. T6i hy vong minh dd lam hét strc...”



D¢ 1a nhitng chir cu01 cung co thé doc duoec. Isaiah Fitzhenryda c6 hét sirc va da nga xuong.
Nhitng 11 cudi cung cua toi sé nhu thé nao nhi?
Doan két cau chuyén cua toi sé ra sao?

“Téi hy vong minh dd lam hét sirc.”

“PDung,” t6i IAm bam mot minh, déng quyén s6 lai. “Minh ciling vay.”
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