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Chuong 1

Chiing t6i dén noi trong mdt tur thé chong dong chdng khé phi thily va ma ca rong clﬁr}g dang hoang teo ndo. Matthew ndm bén dudi ngudi toi, vi tri dét
d6i chan va hai canh tay thon dai ctia anh trong vung vé Ning ting khac thurong, mdt cudn sach 16n bi chén giita ca hai, va cu tiep dat nay khién birc tuong
nho bang bac ma 61 nam chit trong tay bi vang qua bén kia san nha.

“Chiing minh dén ding chd chura?”” Mt t6i van nhém it lai, so ring c4 hai van dang trong kho chira cay hoa bia ctia di Sarah tai New York thé ky hai
muroi mot, chir khong phéi & Oxfordshire cta the ky murdi sau. Du vay, nhitng miii hurong xa la da cho biet t6i khong con ¢ trong khong gian va thoi gian
cuia minh nita. Phang phat trong d6 c¢6 mii hirong cé ngon ngot, kém voi mdt nui sap goi t6i nhd vé miia he. Con ca mii khoi go va tieng Ira chay lach
tach.

“M it ra, Diana, em héy nhin xem.” mdt b mdi mit lanh hwét nhe qua 1 t0i, tiép theo 1 tiéng cuoi khe khe. DOi miit méu bién dang ddy song trén
guong mit trang nhot chi cd thé thudc vé ma ca rong dang nhin sdu vao niit t6i. Doi tay Matthew ludt ttr ma xuong hai vai toi. “Em On ca chir?”

Sau chuyén hanh trinh dai i vao qua khir ctia Matthew, than thé t0i ré roi dén ndi chi mt ludng gi6 thdi ciing 6 thé bung ra timg miinh bay tung tée.
Cam giac khdng giong nhur sau hang loat chuyén du hanh thdi gian ngan ngti lic con & nha cac di.

“Em khoe. Con anh?” T6i giit anh m¥it tap trung dan chit vao Matthew chir khong ddm nhin quanh quét.

“that nhe nhdm khi durge vé nha.” Péu Matthew ng ra cai san gb danh thich mot tiéng khé khang, am tan ra nhiu hon huong vi mia hé tir chat co san
va mii hoa oai huwong & d6. Ngay ca vao nam 1590, Choi Gac C6 van than thudc véi anh dy.

Hai mit toi dan quen voi anh sang lo mo. mot chiéc girdng I6n vrot qué strc tuong turong, mot cai ban nho, nhirng chiéc ghé bang hep va mot chiéc ghé
banh don xuat hién trong tAm nhin. Qua I6p méan trudng gidng quanh girdng, t6i thiy mot khung cira ndi lién can phong nay voi phong khac. Anh sang tir
d6 d6 1én tim ga trai giwong va san nha tao thanh khung hinh chit nhét vang méo m6. Tuong phong ciing duoc 6p van, trang tri bang vai lanh xép nép,

dep y nhur t6i con nhé tir nhitng lin dén tham nha Matthew & Woodstock thoi hién dai. Ngira daura sau, toi trong thdy tran nha duoc trat thach cao day
thanh nhimng 6 vudng, vi mit bong hong ctia nha Tudor niu do tring nbi bat nam vio mbi khoang ni giita ching,

“Nhitng bong hong 4 ay bit bude phai c6 khi xdy dung ngdi nha ndy,” Matthew binh phdm mot cch kho khan. “anh khong chiu ndi ching. Minh s& son tat
ca ching thanh miu tring ngay khi ¢6 thé nhé.”

Nhitng ngon ira vang xanh trén gia nén sang rye trong goc phong, noi dat mot bire tham trang tri séc s& c6 cac dudng may éng anh sam mau vién bén
ngoai hoa tiét nhimg chiéc 14 va trai cay trén tAm ga trai giudng méu xanh nhat. Vai dét hién dai khong c6 duge vé dep 16ng Ry nhur thé.

Toi bat chot ph?in Kkhich tim tim cuoi. “Emthat sy da lam duge. Em da khong lam 1on xon hay dua ching minh dén mdt noi khéc, nhe Monticello
hay...”

“khong,” anh ndi véi mot nu cudi khing dinh chéic chén, “em da m rét tuyét. Chao mimg t6i mrde anh cta nit hoang Elizabeth.”

Lén dAu tién trong doi, t0i hoan toan hai ong khi | mot phi thy. La sir gia, ti nghién ciru qué khir. Nhung nhd thén phén phi thily, t0i ¢6 theé thuc su
viéng thitm qué khir. Ching 6 t6i néim 1590 dé 16 trau ddi nhitng phéip thut d théit truyén, nhung & noi day i ¢6 thé hoc duroc nhidu diéu hon thé. Toi
cui dau dé tang anh mdt nu hon ghi nhé dip ndy, nhung tiéng md clra da ngan t6i lai.

Matthew dat mot ngon tay kén mdi toi. Dau anh hoi xoay qua, hai canh miii phip phong. Vé ciing théing bién mét khi anh nhdn ra ai dang & ciin phong bén
canh, t6i c6 thé nghe thay tiéng sot soat phat ra khe khé tir d6. Matthew nhe nhang nng ca t6i va cudn sach Ién. anh cam tay t6i va dan téi canh ctra.

Trong can phong bén canh, mdt ngudi dan dng véi méi toc ndu rdi bu dang dimg canh chiée ban rai day thur tir. anh ta ¢6 voc dang trung binh, bd quén
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4o duoc cat may gon ghS om sat ngudi, trong kha dat tién. Giai diéu anh ta ngim nga rét la, doi lic ¢6 nhing tir qué tram khién t6i khong nghe 1.
mdt con chodng véng ngac nhién thoang hién trén mét Matthew trude khi mdi anh cong Ién thanh nu curdi triu mén.

“anh da ¢ du thé, Matt yéu quy ciia 1017 Ngwoi dan dng cAm mot trang gidy gio lén trude énh sang, hai miit Matthew nheo lai, vé kho chiu thay thé su
triu mén d6 luong,

“dang tim thtr i 6, Kit?” Trude nhimg ki ctia Matthew, ngudi dan ong tré thé to gidy roi théing xudng ban, nét vui suong thip séng ca guong mit anh
ta. Toi da tirng thay khudn mét ndy, trén ban in cudn The Jew of Malta ctia Christopher Marlowe.

“Matt! Pierre n6i anh dang & Chester va ¢6 thé khong vé nha. Nhung t0i biét anh s& khong dé k& budi tu hoi thudng nién ctia ching ta du ma.” Nhitng
tir ngir nay vira quen thube nhung lai dugc khoac 1én mot ngir diéu ky la khién t6i chi y vao cach anh ta dang néi thay vi hiéu ching. Tiéng anh dudi thoi
Elizabeth khong giong thoi hién dai, nhung cling khong dé hi€u nhu t61 hy vong, dua trén hi€u bi€t ctia t6i voi nhitng tac pham kich ctia Shakespeare.

“Réu cta anh déu ca 10i? anh bj 6m 42 P61 mit Marlowe long lanh hon khi chiéu turéng vao i, nd giy ra mot ap huc cing thing cho thdy mdt diéu
khong thé nham Ian: anh ta 13 mt yéu tinh.

Toi nén syr thoi thic mudn ko vé phia mdt trong nhitng nha viét Kich vi dai nhét nude anh va bét tay anh ta trude khi don dap hoi mot trang. Chit thong
tin it 61 t61 ting bict ve nguoi ndy da boc hoi khoi dau ngay khi anh ta dimg trude miit tdi. C6 v kich nao ctia Marlowe durgc trinh dicn vao nam 1590
khong nhi? anh ta bao nhiéu tu6i? Tré hon Matthew va t6i, di nhién roi. Marlowe khong thé hon ba nuroi dugc. Toi mim cudi am ap voi anh ta.

“anh tim thiy c4i d6 & dau thé ha?” Marlowe hoi, giong noi nhudm ddy sur khinh miét. Toi ngoanh lai, nhin qua vai minh, mong chés duge thiy mot tic
phamngh¢ thuat gdm ghiec nao do. Chang c6 gi ngoai mt khoang khong.

Hoa ra anh ta &m chi toi. Nu cuoi ctia t6i ap tirc ctmg do.
“Lich sy nao, Kit,”” Matthew quéc it dﬁy gian dir.

Marlowe nhiin vai rii bd 101 khiéq trach d6. “khong Vén‘dé gl. Hay Ay moi thir anh cdn & ¢6 4 tru6e khi nhimg nguoi khic t61, néu anh phai ]amthé i
George da ¢ day dugc mot lic 164, di nhién, dang dn do an ctia anh va doc sach ctia anh. Ga nay van khong ¢ nguoi bao trg va tén tudi ctia hin chang
dang mbt xu.”

“George thoai mai ding bat cir thir gi toi co, Kit.” Matthew van khong roi mit khoi ngudi dan 6ng tré, grong miit v cam khi anh kéo nhitng ngén tay
dang bén chit voi nhau ctia ching t6i dua Ién moi. “Diana, day 1a ban than ctia anh, Christopher Marlowe.”

Lo gidi thigu ctia Matthew cang khién Marlowe do xét cong khai hon. Anh mit cta anh ta trudn tir ngdn chan kn t6i dinh dau t6i. sy khinh throng cta
ngudi dan ong nay thé hién mot cach rd rét, sur ghen ty, thi duoc che giau tot hon. Marlowe qua thit dang yéu chong toi. Toi da nghi ngo ngay Iic con &
Madison khi ludt ngdn tay trén 101 dé tang ctia anh ta trong cudn sach Doctor Faustus cuia Matthew.

“Toi khong biét & Woodstock c6 nha thd chuyén chira nhitng 4 dan ba qua khd ddy. Hau hét nhimg a gai diém cta anh déu mong manh va quyén rii co
ma, Matthew. DAy trong nhur mot chién binh Amazon ay nhi” Kit khit mili t6 vé khinh thrdng, ngoi nhin qua vai vé phia nhiing gidy o 1on xon rai rdc
trén ban. “Theo nhur thong tin moi nhat ctia 6ng o Fox thi chinh cong vi€e chit khong phai théi trang hoa da kéo anh téi mién Bac. Thoi gian dau dé c6 a
phuc v arh ha?”

“Lan nay 1 ngoai 6 ddy nh¢, Kit, anh ban m6i d& dang phung phi cam tinh lim sao,” Matthew 1 nhé néi, trong ngit diéu cd mdt ndt canh cao. Marlowe,
duong nhu dinh dap lai, anh chang khong nhin ra su canh céo d6 nén lai cudi ty méin. Cac ngén tay Matthew siét chat lay tay toi.

“Diana c6 phéi i tén that ctia ¢6 ta khong, hay n6 dugc dat dé lim tang thém sirc cam db d6i voi dam khach hing? C6 1& mdt bén ngue phéi dé tran,
hodc mot cay cung va miii t€n chang han,” Marlowe goi y, vira n6i vira nhit mot trang gidy. “Con nhd khi Blackfriars Bess yéu cau chiing ta goi co ta la
Aphrodite trude khi co ta dé chung ta...”

“Diana 14 vo t61.” Matthew da bién mit khoi vi tri bén canh t6i, ban tay anh khong con bao boc tay t6i nita mi dang siét Iy ¢b 4o ctia Marlowe.
“khong.” Guong mat Kit hién rd vé bang hoang,

“Dring thé dAy. Dicu do c6 nghia c6 Ay 1 ba chit ctia ngdi nha nay, mang ho ctia t6i va & dudi sy bao vé cta toi. Vi I§ d6 — va vi tinh ban lau dai cia
chiing ta — trong turong lai, dirng dé mdt i binh phdm hay xi x30 ndo chdng lai dtrc hanh ctia ¢6 iy dugc thdt ra tir miéng anh ban nira.”

Toi ngo ngudly miy ngon tay dé khoi phuc lai cam gidc ctia ching, Con gidn dir dé nén tir cai nim siét ctia Matthew lim cho chiéc nhén trén ngon tay thir
ba bén ban tay trai ctia toi hin vao da thit, dé lai mot vét d6 md mo. Du thiéu nhimg mét d4, nhung vién kim curong & trung tAm van bt duge hoi nong
ctia anh lra. Chiéc nhAn i mjt mon quéa bat ngd tir me Matthew, Ysabeau. Vai gior trudc — vai thé ky trude? Vai thé ky sip t6i? — Matthew da kip lai
nhirng 101 thé trong nghi & két hon c6 xura va ludn chiée nhén kim crong ny vao ngén tay toi.

Vi tiéng chén dia lach cach, haima ca rong khéc xuét hién trong phong. mdt ngudi dan ong manh khanh voi gwong mit goi cam, lan da phong trn c6

mau qua phi, mai téc va d6i mit mau den. anh ta dang bung mdt binh rugu vang cling mdt chiée ly c6 chan dé hinh ca voi, chiéc bat can bang trén dudi

nd. Nguoi con lai la mot phu nit gdy gio xurong mang theo dia Ion dung banh my va bo.

“Ngai da vé, milord,” ngudi dan ong néi boc 16 sy ling ting, tht ky quic, trong 4m Phép cang khién giong anh ta d& hiéu hon. “Nguoi dura tin hom thir
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Namnoéi... ”

“[§é hoach cta ta da thay déi? Pierre.” Matthew quay sang ngudi phy nit. “Tu trang cta vo ta da bi it trong c1~1uyén di, Frangoise, va quan 40 cd 4y
van mac qua ban nén ta da dot ching r6i.”” anh n6i doi cting vé tur tin day 10 licu. khong ai trong hai ma ca rong lan Kit c6 vé bi thuyét phuc bai 1oi giai
thich do.

“Vo ctia ngai?” Frangoise nhic lai, trong 4m Phap trong giong ndi ciing giong y nhu Pierre. “Nhung ¢6 ta i mot ph....”

“Sinh vat mau nong,” Matthew néi ndt cau, nhdc cai ly tir trén khay. “Bao v6i Charles 1 thém mdt suit nita. Diana khong duoc khoe nén phai cé thit
tuoi va cé theo 101 khuyén ctia bac si. Ai d6 s€ phai di chg, Pierre.”

Pierre chop mit. “Véng, milord.”
“Vaba ?iy can thr gido & mac,” Frangoise nhan xét, mit nhin t61 do xét. Khi Matthew gat dAu, ¢6 ta 1ién bién mat, Pierre suc tinh va di theo.
“Chuyén gi xay ra véi toc ctia em thé?”” Matthew gio 1én mot lon toc vang quin mau dau tay.

“Oi, khong,” t6i lam bam va gio hai ban tay lén. Thay vi mdi téc mau vang hoe dai chim vai binh thudng, gi day ching bién thanh nhitng lon xoén tit mau
vang kim anh do viron t6i eo. Lan cudi cting méi toc t6i tur thay doi 1 khi 61 ¢ trurong dai hoc, dong vai Ophelia trong v& kich Hamlet. Thinh thoang sur
phat trién than td¢ va d6i mau khac thurong ciia n6 khong phéi ki ddu hiéu tt. co phi thity trong t6i d thire tinh tir cude du hanh quay vé& qua khir nay.
khong thé biét duoc liéu con phap thuat no khéc dugc giai phong ra nita khong day.

Cac ma ca rong ¢6 1& da ngiri thdy mii adrenaline cling ndi lo Fing bat chot Ién dén dinh diém di lién voi phét hién nay, hodic nghe thay tiéng nhac ngén
nga trong mau t6i. Nhung yéu tinh nhur Kit ¢ thé cam thay nang lugng phu thily dang én.

A

“Lay Chiia trong md.” Nu cudi ctia Marlowe ddy vé hiém 4c. “anh da mang vé nha mdt phu thity. c6 ta dd Bm céi quy gi thé?”

“Day khong phai viéc ctia anh.” Giong Matthew nhu ra énh, nhung céc ngén tay anh van diu dang trén toc 161 “Dumg lo Eing, mon coeur. anh chéc chin
khong c6 chuyén gi ngoai viéc em bi kiét stre.”

Gie quan thir sau ctia 161 ngay 1ap tirc khong tan thanh 1i an i d6. Lan bién dbi m6i nht nay khong thé chi gidi thich bing tinh trang mét moi don thudn.
La nguoi c6 dong doi phi thity, t6i vin khong chéc chéin vé toan bo strc manh duoc thira hirdng cua minh. Ngay ca di Sarah cua t01 va nguoi ban doi
cta di, Emily Mather — ca hai déu a phu thity — ciing khong the 1n6i 16 duge ching 14 gl hay cach t6t nht dé diéu khién ching, Céc thi nghiém khoa hoc
ctia Matthew d tiét 16 nhitng diém di truyén vé kha ning tiém an phap thuat trong mau t6i, nhung khong c6 g dam béo khi ndo hay liéu nhitng kha ning
d6 c6 bao gio thé hién ra.

Trude khi t0i ¢6 thé rau i o Fing hon, Frangoise da tré lai voi vai thir trong nhur kim khau, miéng c0 ta ngdm miy chiée dinh ghim chiia ra tua tia. mt
ngon niti di ddng nao nhung, len va vai lanh di bén canh. P6i chan dai thon thd mau nau 19 ra tr dudi dong do ay cho thay Pierre da bi chon vii & dau do
bén trong,

“Ching dé 1am gi thé?”” T6i nghi ngd hoi, chi vao chd ghim cai.

“Di nhién Ja dé 1m madame vira v6i thir niy 161" Frangoise 101 ra mdt mén do may miu ndu xin trong gidng céi bao bd dung bot my tir trén dinh dong
quan 0. N6 10 rang khong phai mdt Iua chon ung y, nhung voi chitt kién thire it 61 vé thoi trang thoi Elizabeth thi toi danh phé mic cho c6 ta.

“dti xudng lAu, vé chd ctia anh di, Kit,” Matthew ndi véi ban minh. “Chiing t6i s& xudng nhap hdi véi cac anh ngay thoi. Va gitt mom giir miéng diy. Day
1a chuyén ctia t0i, t6i s€ tu k&, khong phai chuyén cta anh dau.”

“Nhur anh mudn, Matthew.”” Marlowe kéo duong vién chiéc 40 chén mau du chin, cir chi hitng hés tré ni ctia anh ta hoan toan tri nguroc voi doi ban
tay run ray va mot cai khé ctii dau chao nhao bang, Hanh dong thoa hiép d6 wira thé hién viéc nhén thirc rd ménh Iénh cuia Matthew lai vira ngdm chong
d6inb.

Khi Marlowe di rdi, Frangoise trai cai bao b6 1én mot chlec ghé bang bén canh va di vong quanh, nghién ctru dang nguoi toi daé quyet dinh kiéu dang
trang phuc thich hop ; nhét. RSi voi mot tiéng thd dai néing né, ¢6 nang nma ca rong bt du mic db cho t6i. Matthew tién t6i bén chiée banva chiy den
ddng gidy to chit ngit trén d6. anh mé mot cai géi nho hinh chit nhét dugc gbi va niém phong gon gang bang mot giot xi hong, phdng miét qua to gidy viét
tay bé xfu.

“Dieu. Ta quén mit chuyén do. Pierre!”

“Milord?”” mdt tiéng n6i nghén nghet cat lén tir dudi dong vai voc.

“Prt cai d6 xudng rdi ké cho ta vé 101 phan nan m6i nhit ctia quy ba Cronwell ndo.” Matthew ddi xir voi Pierre va Frangoise bang su pha tron giita thin
mit va uy nghiém Neu day 1a cach nguroi ta doi dai voi day t6 thi toi s€ phai mat chiit thoi gian dé c6 theé nam bat duoc nghé thudt ndy.

Ca hai thi thdm trao doi canh 16 sudi trong khi 61 bi ghim va b6 chat vao trong mot thir trong c6 ve coi duoc. Frangoise lau bau vé chiéc khuyén tai duy

nhat cta t6i, mdt soi vang xodn bén treo nhirg vién da quy von thude vé Ysabeau. Giong nhu ban in cuén Doctor Faustus ctia Matthew va birc twong

nir thin Diana nh6 bang bac, chiéc khuyén tai ndy la mbt trong ba moén do giip ching ti quay vé thoi diém qua khir cu the nay. Francoise luc loi trong

chiec ti bup phé canh d6 va dé dang tim thay thir pht hop véiné. D6 trang stre ctia t6i da duoc phan loai, ¢d ta udn doi tat day lén qua dau goi toi va
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budc ching lai bang nhimg dai ruy bang mau d6 tuoi.

“Em nghi minh da san sang,” t6i ndi, hao hirc dugc xuéng Jau dé bt dau chuyén viéng tham thé ky mudi sau. Viee doc cac cudn sach vé thoi diém nay
khong giong voi viée trai nghiém nd, vi nhur sy gip g8 ngan ngti ndy gitra toi va Francoise hay cach t6i nhao vao dién thir trang phyc ctia thoi ky phuc
hung

Matthew ngim toi mdt hrot. “Gidy ¢6 vé duoc roi ddy.”
“Con hon ca dugc 4y chir, vi ba trong that thoi thurong va an tuong,” Frangoise ndi, “mdt phi thity nén thé trong ngdi nha nay.”

Matthew phot 1o 101 tuyén l,)é) cua Frangoise, va quay sang toi. “Trudc khi ching ta di xuéng, Diana, hily nh6 cin thin trong 101 an tiéng noi. Kit 12 mot
yéu tinh, con George thi biét anh Ia ma ca rong, nhung cho du c6 dau 6c phong khoang nhat trong cac sinh vat khac nguoi di nita thi ho cling s€ canh
giac voi ké la va khac biét.”

di xubng dai sanh, t6i u6c gi George, nguoi ban khong mot xu dinh tii cling nhur khong dugce bao tro cia Matthew, 1 nguoi trong 1& nghi va t6i hy vong
s€ c6 mdt budi toi tot lanh theo phong cach thoi Elizabeth dung nghia.

“Nguoi phy nir 6 dang n6i tiéng anh u?”” George tho héit ra, tay gio cap myc kinh ¢ hai miit kinh tron xoe 1én lam khuéch dai d6i mit éch mau xanh lo
cta anh ta. Tay kia chong nanh trong tur thé hét nhu trén mdt bire ti€u hoa t6i trong thay & bao tang Victoria va Albert.

“cd Ay song & Chester,” Matthew voi noi. George 6 vé hoai nghi. Xét qua thi thAm chi c nhitng ving hoang vu phia bac anh Quic ciing khong thé giai
thich cho cach n6i ky quac cua toi. Trong &m ma Matthew dang n6i ngay cang ém ai phit hop hon voi ngfr di€u va amséc ctia thoi dai nay, nhung giong
ctia ti van mang 4m diéu hién dai day chat My.

“c 4y la phi thity,” Kit dinh chinh, rdi nhip mdt ngum rugu vang,

“thét sa0?” George sam soi t6i cng niém  himng thi m6i me. khong c6 ¢t thic nao cho thiy nguoi dan 6ng nay 1 yéu tinh, ciing khong ¢6 nhimg con rdm
ran cua phu thily, hay su tiép xtc lanh budt tir cai nhin ctia mdt ma ca rdng, George chi 3 mdt con ngudi méu ndng binh thudng, ¢6 vé ngoai tam trung
tudi, mét moi nhur thé cude doi da giim mdn anh ta. “Nhung so véi Kit, anh ciing ching thich phi thity hon 1 bao, Matthew. anh van luon can ngin toi dé
cap dén chi d& nay ma. Khi t6i dinh viét mot bai tho vé Hecate, anh d bao ti...”

“T6i thich ¢6 phi thiy nay. Nhiéu dén mirc t6i da cudi co dy,” Matthew cit ngang, dat mdt nu hon kién quyét 1én mdi t6i nhur dé thuyét phuc anh ta.

“Cudi ¢b ta!” Mit George liéc x¢o sang Kit. anh ta hing héing giong. “Vay I ¢6 hai niém vui bat ngd dé an mimg; anh da khéng bi cong viéc 1am tri hodn
nhu Pierre nghi, va anh da tr6 vé i ching t6i ctng mot ngudi vo. Xin hity nhan 101 chic mimg cua t61.”” Giong diéu trang trong pho trwong cta anh ta goi
cho 61 nhé dén budi I& phat bang tot nghiép dai hoc, t6i cb nhin cuoi. George cudi toe todt véi toi dé dap lai va cii dau chio. “Toi ki George Chapman,
thua ba Roydon.”

Tén anh ta nghe rat quen. Toi w6t qua kho kién thirc 16n x0n trong b néo sir gia clia minh. Chaprman khong phéi | mot nha gia kim thudt, d6 | chuyén
nganh nghién clru cua ti va toi cting khong tim thay tén cta anh ta trong khoang danh cho danh muyc ngh€ nghiép bi truyén. anh chang la mjt nha van
khac, nhu Marlowe, nhung t6i khong thé nhé ra duoc bat clir danh xung ndo.

Khi ching t61 b6 qua thi tuc gidi thiéu, Matthew dong y ngdi trude 1o sudi mot lat voi miy nguoi khach cta anh. Canh dan 6ng nbi vé chinh trj va
George ¢b ging kéo t6i vao cudc trd chuyén bang cach hoi vé tinh trang durong xa hay thoi tiét. Toi tra 10i it nhat c6 thé rdi cb ging quan sat doi chut
cung cach n6i chuyén ciing nhur 16 ra chon tir ngit, diéu d6 s& gitip t6i ra dang mot thin dan dudi thoi nir hoang Elizabeth. George hai long vai sy tp
trung chi y ctia t6i va trdng thurdng n6 bang mot bai dién vin dai vé nhimg nd hre sang tac vin chiong m6i nhit ciia anh ta. Con Kit, nguoi khong miy
thich thi khi bi gat ra ngoai 1 lam vai phu, da khién bai thuyét giang ctia George phai dimg hin lai bang cach d& nghi doc to cudn Doctor Faustus.

“Chi thich hop i chiing ta thdi,” chang yéu tinh n6i, anh it Ip lanh, “vao mot budi trinh dién thye sur ndo d6 sau nay nhé.”

“khéng phai bay gio, Kit. da quéa nira dém rdi, va Diana ciing da thim mét sau chuyén di,” Matthew noi, rdi kéo t6i dimg day.

Anh it Kit vin khong roi khoi ca hai cho t6i khi t6i cing Matthew ra khoi phong. anh ta biét ching t0i dang che gidu diéu i 6. anh ta bt Ry timg
céach dung thanh ngir la khi t61 tham gia vao cudc ndi chuyén va tré nén dam chiéu khi Matthew khong thé nhé cay dan luyt ctia minh duoc cat gitt & dau.
Matthew da canh bao trude khi ching t6i roi Madison ring Kit AN cam mot cach khac thuong, cho dula v6i mt yéu tinh di nita. Toi ban khoan s& it
bao lau trude khi Marlowe doan ra dieu gi dang duge che giau. Cau tra 16i cho thac mic cua toi dén chi trong vong vai gio dong ho.

Sang hom sau, chiing ti vin dang nim trén chiéc girdng 4m ap trong khi ca ngdi nha da xon xao huyén ndo.

Ban dﬁl‘l, Matthew sdn sang tra 101 cac cau hoi ciia t6i vé Kit (hoa ra anh ta 14 con trai mjt tho dong giay) va George (nguoi ching gid hon Marlowe 1
may, diéu d6 khien toi ngac nhién.) Tuy nhién, khi t6i quay sang cac van dé thure hanh quan Iy ngdi nha va phong thai ctr chi ctia phai ni¥ thi anh nhanh
chong chan ngdy.

“Thé con quan 4o ctia em thi sao?”” Toi hoi, b kéo anh tap trung vao nhimg lo Fing tirc thoi cta tOi.

“anh khong nghl phu nir da két hon lai ngi voi miy thir d6,” Matthew ndi, tay kéo cai 4o ngi dep d& bang vai lanh clia toi. anh thao it bude duong
diém c6 40 xép nép va chuan bi dat mot nu hon bén dudi tai t6i dé thuyét phuc t6i theo quan diém ctia anh thi c6 ai d6 vén miy tam rém quanh giudng
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ra. T6i nheo miit lai boi anh sang it troi.

“A 47" Marlowe Ién tiéng,

mot yéu tinh thir hai, den nhém nhom vao qua vai Marlowe. anh ta &n khop voi hinh anh mot yéu tinh nghich ngom, quy quai cing than hinh nnh khanh
va c4i cim nhon, duoc nhAn thém bang bd rdu miu vang niu sac canh khong kém Téc anh ta héin | khong droc chai hang tuin 18 rdi. Toi tim voi Iy
phan trude ciia cai 40 ngil, hoan toan ¥ thirc duge do trong sudt ctia nd ciing nhu tinh trang thidu do 16t trén ngudi minh,

“anh ban da trong thiy may bure v& ctia 6ng White dén tir Roanoke rdi ma, Kit. ¢6 phu thily nay tréng chang cog glong v6i thd dan ving Virginia ¢a,”
yéu tinh la méit dap lai vé thit vong, Sau do, anh ta dé y thdy Matthew, chang ma ca rong dang trimg it nhm g3 ban. “O. Budi sang t6t lanh, Matthew.
anh s& cho phép t6i muron md hinh my bay ciia anh chir? Toi hira lan nay s& khong mang n6 ra song nita.”

Matthew ha tran xubng vai t6i va nhdm ¥t lai kém mot tiéng rén ri.

“cd ta chic chan phai dén tir Tan Thé Giéi hodc chdu Phi,” Marlowe khing khang, tir chdi nhéic dén tén toi. “co ta khong phai dén tir Chester, ciing
khong phai tir Scotland, Ireland, Wales, Phap, hay D¢ che. Toi khong tin ¢ ta 1a ngudi Ha Lan hay Ty Ban Nha.”

“Chao budi sang, Tom. Liéu c6 Iy do ndo dé anh va Kit phai thao luin vé& noi sinh ciia Diana ngay lic ndy va & trong phong ngil ctia t6i khdng?” Matthew
budc lai diém c6 4o ngi cho t6i.

“thét sung suong khi ndm udn trén giwdng, thim chi néu anh ban c6 mat tri vi sOt rét. Kit n6i anh ban chiic hin da cudi co phi thity nay gitta mdt con sot
i t&. Néu khong thi ching c6 cach ndo ly giai duoc cho sw khinh sudt nay ca.” Tom huyén thuyen theo phong cach dich thuc ctia yéu tinh, ching budn
tra 10 cau hoi ctia Matthew. “Puong x4 kho rao, va ching t6i da dén dugc may tiéng trude roi”

“Rurgu vang ciing d hét,” Marlowe than phién.

“Chiing t6i?”” Con nhiéu ngudi nhr ho nita w? Chdi Gac C6 c6 cam gidc nhur da bi lén chit dén mirc nd tung roi.

“Ra ngoai! Madame phéi tim rira trrde khi chao hoi cac quy ngii” Frangoise bude vao phong voi mot cai chiu nghi ngit hoi nurde trén tay. Pierre, nhur
thuong 1€, bam theo phia sau.

“C6 chuyén gi quan trong da xay ra thé2” George cét tiéng hoi tir phia sau miy tim rém. anh ta da vao phong ma khong thong bao trudc, cang lam tang
thémnod luc ctia Frangoise nham don i dan 6ng kia ra khoi phong, “Dirc ngai Northumberland da bi bo lai mdt minh trong dai sanh. Néu 6ng ay 1a nha

12>

bao tro ctia t0i, thi t6i s& khong dbi xir voi 6ng dy nhur thé!

“Hal dang doc mdt luan thuyét vé cau triic cin bang dugc nha toan hoc & Pisa giri dén cho t6i. Ong Ay kha hai long,” Tom c4u kinh dép lai, ngdi ghé én
mép gurong,

anh ta chic hin dang‘n(')i vé Galileo, t6i nhan ra v6i cém giac phéin khich. Vao nam 1590, Galileo da dat duoc cép bac gido su ¢ truong dai hoc tai Pisa.
Cong trinh ctia 6ng vé su can bang da khong duoc xuat ban — van chua.

Tom Durc ngai Northumberland. mdt ai d6 cé thu tir qua lai voi Galileo.

Miéng t6i ha hc ra vi kinh ngac. Chang yéu tinh vt véo trén tim mén bong phii girong kia chéic hin 1 Thomas Harriot.

“Ra ngoai. Tat ca cac ngudi,” Matthew quét 1én, nghe nhur nhéim vao Tom.

“Thé ching t0i nén ndi gi v6i Hal?”” Kit hoi, danh nit liéc v& phia t6i ddy an .

“Rang t6i s& xudng ngay ddy,” Matthew dép. anh It ngudi va kéo toi st lai gan.

T6i doi cho t6i khi ban bé ctia Matthew da rit ra khoi phong moi dam thim thup vao nge anh.

“C4i do6 I vi chuyén gi ha?”” anh nhitn nh6 gid vos dau dén, nhung chd bi thim tim lai | néim tay cua toi.

“Vi khong ndi cho em biét ban bé ctia anh 14 ail” Téi nhom ngudi ddy chdng trén mdt khuyu tay va chiim chiim nhin xubng anh. “Kich gia vi dai

Christopher Marlowe. George Chapman, nha tho va hoc gia. Nha toan hoc v thién vin hoc Thomas Harriot, néu em khong nham. Va ngai Ba Tude

12

Phap Su dang doi & dudi lu!

“anh khong thé nh Henry kiém duoc c4i bigt danh dy tir bao gios, nhung chéing ai goi anh ta nhur thé c4.” Matthew trong ¢ vé thich thi, diéu nay chi
cang khién t6i thém tire gian.

“Tét ca nhimg gi ching ta can i ngai Walter Raleigh va chiing ta s& c6 toan by Be Iti Bong dém trong ngdi nha ndy.” Matthew nhin ra ctra s0 liac t6i nhéc
t6i cai nhom nguoi huyén thoai toan nhitng nhan vat cap tieén, triét gia, va nhitng ké c6 tu duy tu do. Thomas Harriot. Christopher Marlowe. George
Chapman. Walter Raleigh. Va...

“Vay anh I3 ai, Matthew?”” T61 da khong nghi ra phai hoi anh trude khi ching t6i toi day.
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“Matthew Roydon,” anh dap, hoi nghiéng du lich thiép, nhur thé dén bay gio' ching t6i moi dugc gidi thiéu véi nhau. “Ban ctia nhitng nha tho.”
“Céc str gia hau nhu khong biét gi vé anh ca,” t6i ngac nhién ndi. Matthew Roydon 1 nhan vat bi an nhat két ndi Bé i Bong dém ky bi nay.
“Em khong bét ngd, diing khong, gir em da biét Matthew Roydon thét sur 1 ai rdi phai khong?”” Hang 16ng miy den Ky ctia anh nhuéng lén.
“O, emda ngac nhién du cho ¢4 phan doi con lai rdi. anh déng & ¢6 thé bao cho em biét trde khi 1bi em vao gitta tit ca chuyén ndy.”

“Biét r0i thi em s& Bim gi ndo? Chiing ta chi ¢6 vira du thoi gian dé thay quan 4o trurde khi rof di, dimg ban tm sép dat mot du an nghién clru.” anh ngdi
day va tha cap chan dai ding xuong san. Khodng thoi gian riéng tu ctia ching t6i ngan ngtii dén tham thuong, “khong cé ly do gi € em lo lang ca. Ho chi
12 nhiing ngudi dan 6ng binh thuong thdi, Diana.”

Du Matthew c6 n6i i di nita thi ciing chéing ¢6 gi binh thrdng & ho ca. Bé it Bong dém ném giit nhitng quan diém di gido, nhao bang triéu dinh tham
nhiing &n h6i 16 ctia Nit hoang Elizabeth, va ché giéu nhitng ké duoc ky vong 1 thong thi ctia nha thd ciing nhur trurong dai hoc. “Bién 16, xiu xa va nguy
hiém” 13 nhitng tir ngft miéu ta hoan héo vé& nhém ngudi ndy. Ching t6i d3 khong tham du cude sum hop dam 4m ctia nhirg ngudi ban vao dém
Halloween. Chiing t6i d roi vio i t6 to v ctia mot hoi ngam dudi thoi dai Elizabeth.

“Gat qua mdt bén chuyén cac ban anh ¢6 thé liéu linh t6i mirc no, anh khong thé tréng mong vé they o khi gi6i thiéu em voi nhimg 1nguoi ma emda danh
ca cude doi truong thanh ctia minh dé nghién ctru vé ho,” t6i ndi. “Thonmas Harriot i mdt trong nhimg nha thién vin hoc 18 lac nhét thoi dai nay. Ngudi

ban Henry Percy cua anh la mjt nha gia kim thuét.” Pierre, da quen voi cac dAu hiéu ctia phy nir dang kich dong, voi vang ddy mdt cai quin chén cho
chdng t6i dé anh chang khong phai ¢ trudng khi con gidn dit ciia t6i phun trao.

“Vay la Walter va Tom.” Matthew phot 1o bo quan 4o duoc dua cho va gii gii cam “Kit hoc doi nira, du ching c6 thanh cong ndo ca. C6 gang dung
dung lai ¢ nhirng gi em biét ve ho. Nhén tién, n6 c6 thé sai ddy. Va em cting nén can than v6i miy cudn sach lich str thoi hién dai ctia em” anh tiép tuc,
cudi cling ciing tim Ay cai quan chén rdi x6 chan vao. “Will bia ra chuyén vé Bé Ii Bong dém nhur mdt nhat dam bi thoc choc bi gao dbi voi Kit, nhung
chua phai trong vai ndm toi.”

“Em khong quan tm William Shakespeare d4, dang va s lam gi trong twong lai — mién 14 6ng ta khong co it ngay by gios trong tién sanh cing v6i Ba
tuée vimg Northumberland!” Toi viin ngudi, tnrot xudng khoi chiée giwong cao.

“Di nhién Will khong ¢ & dudi d6.” Matthew phéy tay vé tlly tién. “Walter khong chép nhan twr cach ciia anh ta, con Kit thi nghf anh ta | mot tay viét
van thué va mot tén ké cép.”

“A, vy thi may qua rdi. anh dinh n6i vé& em véi ho nhur thé nao? Marlowe biét ching minh dang gidu giém chuyén gi d6.”

Do méit mau xanh xim ctia Matthew bét gp miit toi. “su that, anh cho 1 thé.” Pierre dura cho anh mdt chiéc 40 chén — méu den, véi I6p I6t may cau ky
— va nhin chém chdm vao mot diém c6 dinh phia trén vai toi, hinh mau chuan mire cia mbt ngudi hau t6t. “Rang em 1 nguoi du hanh vurot thoi gian va la
phu thity dén tir Tan Thé Gioi.”

“sur that,” toi ip lai déu déu. Pierre c6 thé nghe thiy moi 101 nhung van ching biéu 16 phan timg ndo, con Matthew thi phot I nhu thé anh ta hoan toan vo
hinh. T61 ban khoan khong biét li€u minh cé ¢ ddy du lau dé quen voi vi€e lang quén sy hién dién ctia ma ca rong nay khong,

“Tai sao khong? Tom s& ghi lai moi diéu em 1n6i va so sanh n6 voi nhitng ghi chi cta anh ta vé ngdn ngit Algoquian. Néu khong thi ching c6 ai dé y im
dau.” Matthew duong nhur quan tdm dén quan 4o hon [a phan g ctia ban be anh.

Frangoise quay trd lai véi hai phu nit tré mau nong mang theo nhitng bo 5qu§n 40 sach. c6 ta ra dau vé phia d6 ngi ciia t6i, va t6i thup xudng sau cot
girong dé cdi do. that lay lam biet on khoang thoi gian & phong dat ti dé do, t6i da ép ra hét thoi e ngai khi phai thay d6 tredc mit nguoi la, toi kéo
chiéc vay lanh én trén hong va luon qua vai.

“Kit s& lam thé. anh ta van dang tim kiém mot Iy do dé ghét em, va chuyén ndy s& mang dén cho anh ta vai Iy do d4y.”

“anh ban d6 khong phai 1 vén dé,” Matthew tur tin n6i.

“Marlowe [ ban anh hay i con 16i ctia anh?”” T6i van dédnh vét dé thoat khoi mé vai voc kia, ding lic ¢6 tiéng thé' gip kinh hai va mdt giong nghen ngao
“Mon Dieu.”

Toi dong cimg ngudi. Frangoise da nhin thiy lung t0i va vét seo hinh tréing hudsi liém tréi dai tir bén ndy sang bén kia Iong ngwe, doc theo d6 B mdt ngdi
sao nam gitra hai xuwong ba vai cua toi.

“To6i s& miic d6 cho madame,” Frangoise lanh king néi véi hai c6 hau gai. “Bé vay 4o d6 va quay lai véi cong viée ciia cac nguoi di.”

May ¢6 hau im king roi di, sau khi nhin gdi chao ciing énh it to mo. Ho khong trong thély cac dau vét kia. Khi bon ho di khoi, tt ca ching toi ip tire
lai bat dau noi. Tiéng Frangoise that kinh. “K¢ nao da lam dieu nay?” Tieng Matthew cét Ién “khong ai durge bict ca” va giong cua 61 hoi ¢6 vé bao chira
“chi Ia mot vét seo thdi ma.”

“Ké ndo d6 da danh ddu ba bang gia huy ctia nha de Clermont,” Francoise khing khéing fic dau, “cai d6 chi co milord str dung.”

“Chung t6i da pha vor thoa wéc.” Toi dau tranh voi cam gide budn ndn dang quén thét Ay rudt gan mdi khi nghii vé cai dém t6i bi mdt phi thity khac danh
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dAu nhur mot ké phan boi. “Day L sur trimg phat ctia Pai Hoi Dong,”

“Vay d6 14 Iy do hai ngudi & ddy.” Frangoise khit miii. “Céi thoa wdc d6 ngay tir khi bat dau da | mdt y twong ngu xudn. Philippe de Clermont déng 18
khong bao i nén theo nd.”

“N6 gilip ching ta duoc an toan trude loai ngudi.” Toi khong thich thia gi cai thoa ue d6 hay chin thanh vién cta Dai Hoi Pbdng da thic ép no, nhung
khong the chdi bo nhig thanh  cOng trong viée che gidu cac sinh vat khac ngudi sudt mot thoi ky dai khoi bichay. Nhing loi hira ¢d xua gjita yéu tinh,
ma ca rong va phu thity ngiin cam viée can thiép vao chinh tri hay t6n gido cta loai ngudi cling nhu ngin cAm cac mdi lién két c4 nhan giita ba loai nay.
Phu thity chi gjit quan hé véi nhau, ciing nhu ma ca rong va yéu tinh. Ho khong dugc phép yéu va két hon giita hai loai.

“An toan u? Ba ding nghi i dugc an toan & day, madame. khong mdt ai trong chiing ta ca. Ngudi anh 1 nhitng ké mé tin, ho tin vao viéc nhin thiy mot
hdn ma trong mdi nghiia dia, nhé tho va phi thity & bén chiée vac. Pai Hoi Dong I tat ca nhitng gi chén giita ching ta va su tuyét ching hoan toan. Ba
that khon ngoan khi tra an & ddy. T6i ddy ndo, ba phai thay d6 rdi tham gia voi nhitng ngudi kia.” Francoise gitip ti coi chiéc vay ngii, dua cho i chiée
khén tim wét, mot dia ¢ thir sén sét mili 4 hirong thao va cam. Toi thiy that ky quéc khi duoc dbi xir nhu mdt dira tré nhung ciing biét réing chuyén d6
1 hoan toan binh thirdng dbi véi nhimg nguoi & ding cip ctia Matthew, duoc tim, duoc miic dd va duoc cho 3n nhur bup bé. Pierre dira cho Matthew
mot tach dung thir gi d6 rat den khong thé 1 rurou vang duroc.

“Ba 4y khong chi 1a mot phi thiry ma con la mot fileuse de temps nita 4 Frangoise ng 1€ hoi Matthew. Cum tir fileuse de temps xa la — “nguoi se soi
thoi gian™ goi [én hinh dnh vé rat nhiéu s¢i chi mau sac khac nhau ma chung t6i da 1an theo d¢ t6i dugc thoi dieém qua khir cu the nay.

“Dling vAy.” Matthew gt dau, sur tip trung chil y ciia anh don ca vao t6i trong khi anh nhip mdt ngum trong téch.

“Nhung néu ba 4y dén tir mot thoi dai khac, dicu d6 c6 nghia. ..” Francoise bat dau néi, doi niit mo Ién. Sau do, nét mét cd ta trd nén tram ngim.
Matthew chac han da ndi nang va cu xur khac la.

¢ ta nghi ngd ring ddy khong phai b Matthew trudc ddy, toi nhin ra va canh giéc.

“Biét ba éy dugc milord bao vé dbi véi ching ta thé [a du,” Pierre coc can n6i, mdt su canh cdo 1o rang trong giong diéu. anh ta trao cho Matthew mdt
con dao gam ‘N6 c6 nghia gi cling khong quan trong,”

“N6 c6 nghia I ta yéu c0 y, va c6 4y ciing yéu ta.” Matthew nhin ngudi hiu ctia minh vé quyét liét. “Cho dit ta c6 n6i gi véi nhitng ngudi khéc di nira,
d6 1a su that. anh hi€u chura?”

“Vang,” Pierre dap, du ngit di¢u c6 doi chit mién cudng,

Matthew gudm miit nhin Frangoise, ¢4 ta bam chit moi va gat dau mdt cach mién cudng,

¢6 ta don su chil tim tré lai viéc sira soan, va boc t6i vao mdt chiée khin tim day bang vai lanh. Frangoise héin da thiy cac déu vét khac trén co thé,
nhitng thr t6i nhin dugc trong mdt ngay rong rd tréng chimg vo tan boi phu thily Satu, cling nhur cac vét seo khac sau d6. Tuy nhién, Francoise khong
hoi gi thém, cho t6i khi t6i ngdi trén chiéc ghé banh canh 1 swdi trong lic ¢6 chai toc cho toi.

“Va sur ing ma nay xay ra sau khi ngai tuyén b tinh yéu danh cho c6 phi thity day u, milord?” Frangoise hoi.

“Phai.”” Matthew cai con dao gim vao bén thét hrng,

“Vay ké da danh ddu Ién ba Ay khong phéi i mt manjasang,” Pierre im bam. anh ta diing ngdn ngit Occitan c6 xura dé chi ma ca rong — “ké an mau.”
“s& khong ké nao liéu finh choc gidn gia toc de Clermont ca.”

“khong, d6 1 mot phi thity khéc.” Mic dit duoc che chéin khoi khong gian lanh gid, 10 thi nhan nay van khién t6i ring minh.
“Dur thé, c6 hai manjasang dimg canh va dé chuyén dé xay ra,” Matthew ni voi vé khong gi lay chuyén nbi. “Va ching s& phai tra gia vi diéu do.”

“Chuyén gi xay ra da xay ra roi.” Toi khong mong mudn bit dau mdt mbi this hn gitta cac ma ca rong. Ching toi da c6 dukho khén thach thirc phai ddi
mat.

“Néu milord da chip nhin ba vdi tur cach | vo ctia ngai éy khi phu thily kia mang ba di, thi chuyén d6 coi nhur xong.” Nhirng ngon tay thoén thodt clia
Frangoise bén toc 61 thanh nhing bim tht chat. ¢4 ta cudn ching quanh dau toi va ghim lai mjt cho. “Tén ctia ba c6 thé la Roydon trén dat nude ticu
diéu ndy, noi ma long trung thanh khdng duge nhic dén, nhung ching t6i s& khong quén ba 1a mt ngudi nha de Clermont.”

Me Matthew da canh bao ring nhirg ngudi nha de Clermont ki mot bay dan gin két. Trong thé ky hai muoi mt, t6i da phai chat vat véi nhitng bon
phén va giéi han, n6 di kém tu cach nhu mdt thanh vién cua gia toc ndy. Tuy nhi€n vao nam 1590, phép thut ctia t6i khong dé tién doén dugc, su hiéu
biét ciia t6i vé& phap thuat phi thity gin nhu khong ¢6, vi to tién sém nhét ma i biét con chua ra doi. O day, t6i ching c6 gi dé dira dAm ngoai tri tué
cua minh va Matthew.

“Nhitng tinh y ctia chiing minh di véi nhau lic d6 qua 16 rang, Nhung gid em khong mudn c6 bét ky ric r6i ndo.” Toi nhin xudng chiéc nhin ctia
Ysabeau va cam nhan cai vong kim loai d6 trén ngdn tay cai ctia minh. Hy vong ctia t6i 1 ca hai c6 thé hoa nhip hét mirc véi qua khir nay, nhung gio
day didu do duong nhur khong thé xay ra. Toi nhin xung quanh. “Va chuyén ndy. ..”
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“Ching ta & dy vi hai Iy do, Diana. D6 I tim cho emmdt thiy gido va xéc dinh vi tri cudn séch gia kim thut d6 néu 6 thé.” Chinh cudn ¢ thu bi an ¢6
tén goi Ashmole 782 ban dau da mang ching t6i dén voi i nhau. O thé ky hai muroi i mdt, nd da duoc viii lip an toan gitta hing triéu cudn sach trong thur
vién Bodleian ctia Oxford. Khi dién vao mot phiéu yéu cau, ti khong hé biét hanh dong don gian d6 s& md khoa mot bua chit hét stre phire tap da gioi
han cudn cb thu do trén gia sach, hogc bua chi d6 cing da phuc hdi hoat dong trés lai vao thoi khéic t6i tra lai nd. T6i hoan toan ngd nghéch ching biét gi
vé nhitng bi mit lién quan dén phu thity, ma ca rong va yéu tinh m céc trang séch do tiét 16, theo 1i ddn dai. Matthew da nghii viéc xac dinh vi trf
Ashmole 782 trong qué khir s& khon ngoan hon I ¢b ging hoa giai bua chii kia 1n thr hai ¢ thé gi6i hién dai.

“Cho t6i khi ching ta quay vé, ddy s& Ia nha ciia em,” anh tiép tuc, c6 ging am t6i an long

Nhirng mon do gd chac chin 1 trong can phong nay tht quen thue voi vién bao tang hay cac cubn catalog d4u gia, nhung Choi Gac C6 s& khong bao gy
mang lai cam giac gidng mai 4m ca. Toi hrdt ngon tay kn chiéc khan tim bang vai lanh day — qua khac so véi cai khan bong da bac mau cta di Sarah va
6 Em, tat ca déu cii mon mong do giat qua nhiéu lan. Nhitng giong ndi trong mt cin phong khéc du duong va tring xudng trong mot nhip diéu ma
khong nguoi hién dai va str gia ndo c6 thé biét duoc. Nhung qua khir nay 1 sy hra chon duy nhat cta ching toi. Nhirng ma ca rong kia da chird ra didu
do trong subt nhing ngy cudi cung ching t6i & Madison, khi bon chiing san dudi ching ti va gan nhur glet chét Matthew. Néu phan con lai trong ké
hoach van dang tién trién thi trai nghiém voi tur cach mot phy nit chudn myre dudi thoi nit hoang Elizabeth hin phai B wu tién hang dau ciia toi.

“Hoi thé giéi m6i diing cam.” that | mdt sur pha 16i lich st tring tron khi trich dan tac phim Tempest ctia Shakespeare han hai thap ky trude khind
duoc viét ra, nhung day qua thuc 1a mdt budi sang kho khan.

“N6 that moi mé di voi nguoi,” Matthew dap 1oi. “Vay em da sin sang gip 8 ric rdi ctia minh chura?”
“T4t nhién roi. Hay dé emmiic dd da.” Toi banh vaira va dung day. “Lam thé ndo dé ndi xin chao véi mot vi ba twde?”
Ban dang doc truyén Mgt Ma Phi Thiry duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull(chAm)Net.

Chuong 2

Lo lang ciia t6i vé& nghi thirc xd giao dtng murc 1a khong can thiét. Tude hiéu va danh xung khong quan trong khi vi ba tude dugce ndi dén ki mot nguoi
khong 16 lich Iam tén Henry Percy.

Frangoise, ngudi coi trong nhitng chuan myre, luon nhing xi 1én trong khi hoan thanh ndt viée méc db cho t6i bing mG'y phuc bdi moe kiém vé duoc:
nhitng chiéc vay 16t dai ctia ai d6, cai cooc-xé khau tay dé ham bot khd nguoi van dong vién cua t6i thanh dang vé yéu diéu truyen thong hon; mjt chiéc
40 10t théu hoa syre nirc miii oai hwong va cay tuyét ting; voi ¢d 40 cao xép nép; mot chlec vay dang phong bang vai nhung; va chiéc 4o khoac tot nhit
ctia Pierre, thir 6 may nic duy nhit con xa m6i 1 kich thude ciia t6i. Maic dit da ¢ ging, Frangoise van khong thé ndo cai duoc hang khuy trén nguc

4o. Toi nin thé, thot bung va hy vong mot diéu ky diéu khi Frangoise kéo nhiing dai codc-xé chiit hon, nhung chiing ¢6 sur can thiép ky diéu ndo ¢6 thé
cho t61 mit voc dang manh mai duyén dang,

Toi hoi Frangoise hang ta cau hoi trong sudt qua trinh phirc tap do. Nhimng birc chan dung cua thoi ky nay | khién t6i trong chd mdt cai Iong chim cong
kénh goi 14 vay phong dé giit cho chiéc vay dang mic cangra trén phin hong, nhung Frangoise giai thich rang nhimg thir d4y chi danh cho céc dip trang
trong hon. Thay vao do, c6 ta bujc mot micng vai xép nép c6 hinh dang gidng chiéc banh ran vong quanh eo t6i, bén dudi 16p vay ngoai Dleu lac quan
duy nhAt d& n6i vé thir d6 1 nd gitip cho cac 16p vay 40 khong bi quét vao hai chan, nhd véy t6i c6 thé di lai mi khong quéa khé khin — mién i khong co
nhiéu do dac trén 16i di va t6i c6 thé t6i duge dich dén néu di chuyén theo dudng thing tip. Nhung toi ciing phai biét nhin chio. Francoise nhanh chong
day 6 cach nhin gbi chao trong khi giai thich cc tudc hiéu phong phii ctia Henry Percy phai ding ra sao — 6ng ta B “Dirc ngai Northumberland”” méc
dumang ho Percy va 1a mt ba tudc.

Nhung t6i khong ¢6 co hdi durge ding dén bét ci thir gi trong mo kién thire mdi thu krom durge ny. Ngay khi Matthew cing ti budc vao dai sanh,

mot ngudi dan 6ng tré tudi gay go va cao 1éu nghéu mic bo quan 4o di duong bang da mau nau nhat bi bin ban tung tée da tien t6i chao hdi ca hai.

Guong mit c6i mo cang thém tuoi sang boi ci nhin to mo khién doi Iong may rdm miu tro ctia anh ta nhurdng lén thanh mot cai vom nhon 1o rét. “Hal.”

Matthew mim cuoi véi dang vé than thiét khoan dung ctia mdt nguoi anh trai. Nhung vi ba tude phdt 16 nguoi ban cii, thay vao dé tién vé phia toi.

“Um, ba Roydon.” Giong ni trﬂ?lrp 4m ctia vi ba tude khong co 4m diéu, rét it ddu vét luyén Ky hay trong am. Trude khi g(uéng nha, Matthew da giai

thich rang Henry hoi diéc va néi lap tir khi con nho. Tuy nhién, anh ta rat thao viéc doc moi nguroi. Pay 1a nguoi toi ¢ the tro chuyén ma khong cam thay

e de.

“Lai bi Kit hot o trude rdi,” Matthew néi véi nu cudi thiéu ndo. “Toi da hy vong duoc tur minh n6i voi anh.”

“Ai la nguoi chia s tin vui ny c6 gi khac dau?” Bire ngai Northumberland cti dau chao. “Toi camon ba vi long hiéu khach, thira b, va xin thir 16i vi

chao hoi trong b dang nay. Ba thét tr t€ khi som chiu dyng nhimg ngu6i ban ctia chong the nay. Ching t6i & ra phai roi di ngay lap tirc lic biet ba tro

v€ nha. Quan tro s€ 14 noi thich hgp hon ca.”

“Ngai v6 cing dugce chao don ¢ ddy, thua dire ngai.” Day Ia e thich hop dé nhin bi chao, nhung céi vay nang né miu den cta t6i khong d& xoay s&

va chiéc 40 codc-xé thit qua chat khién t6i khong thé cli nguoi duge. Toi ¢b xép hai chin vao mot tur thé thich hop dé t6 vé ton kinh nhung lai ko dao
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khi khuyu gbi chio. mot ban tay to Ion khong ngai ngan giir t6i dimg viing,

“Chi Henry thoi, thua ba. Moi nguoi khc goi 61 la Hal, nén tén thinh cta t6i duoc coi l khé trang trong” Glong nhidu nguoi b khiém thinh, ngai ba
twde ¢b y giit cho giong ctia minh that ém nhe. Ong th ti ra va quay sang Matthew. “Tai sao lai cao rau thé, Matt? anh bi 5m a2

“mdt con st rét thodng qua thoi, ching c6 gi dau. Viée két hon da chira lanh cho t6i rdi. Nhitng ngudi con lai ddu rdi?” Matthew liéc nhin quanh tim Kit,
George va Tom

Tién sanh Choi Gac Cb trong rat khac dudi anh sang ban ngay. Toi m6i chi trong thiy nd vao ban dém, nhung sang homnay cac 6 van ning né hoa ra
lai 1 nhitng canh cira chdp, tit ca ching déu duoc mo ra. Didu d6 mang khong gian thoang déng dén cho cin nha, bat chip chiéc 1o sudi khong 16 &
burc tudng phia xa. N6 duge trang tri bang nhitng phan xiy bang da theo phong cach thoi Trung 6, hin da dugc Matthew ciru thoat tir ddng gach vun
cta cai tu vién mot thoi timg toa lac noi day — gwong mit thrdng thiy cia mot vi thanh, mot huy hiéu ctia tu vién, mdt hinh trang tri 14 bbn thity theo
phong cach Gothic.

“Diana?”” Giong ndi vui vé ctia Matthew cit ngang viéc quan sat can phong v ndi thét bén trong ciia toi. “Hal ni nhitmg ngwoi kia dang ¢ phong khéch,
doc sach va choi bai. anh ay cam thay khong thich hop dén tham gia cting bon ho chirng ndo con chua duge ba chii nha c6 161 moi 6 lai.”

“Ngi ba turde phai ¢ lai, di nhién i thé, va ching ta c6 thé dén tham gia v6i ban bé anh ngay lap tirc.” Bung t6i s6i ting uc.

“Hoéc ching ta c6 thé kiém cho em thir gi d6 dé an,” anh vira goi ¥, vira nhay mét. Gior toi da gip Henry Percy ma khong ¢ 1 ro ndo, nén Matthew
bat dau tha long. “da c6 ai moi anh an chwa, Hal?”

“Pierre va Francoise da chii y dén chuyén do6 rdi,” anh ta dam bao véi ching toi. “Di nhién, néu ba Roydon s& ciing 6. . .”” Giong ngai ba tudc truot dai
va da day anh ta ciing dang réo 1én. anh chang nay cao nhu hurou cao ¢6, nén chic phai can t6i mot wong thirc &n lon.

“T6i ciing rét thich mdt bita sang thinh soan, thura dirc ngai,” toi cudi nbi.
“Henry,” ngai ba tudc diu dang chinh lai, nu cuoi tuoi réi ctia anh ta Bm 16 ra mot Kim hom xubng & dudi cam

“Vay ngai phéi goi t0i o Diana. Toi khong thé goi bé tudc clia Northumberland béng tén riéng néu ngai Ay cii tiép tuc nhiic dén t0i nhu | ‘Ba Roydon.™
Frangoise da khing khing viée can thiét phai ton trong dia vi cao quy cua ngai ba tudc.

“Rét hay, Diana,” Henry n6i rdi dua canh tay ra.

anh ta dan t6i bang qua mot hanh lang lanh o dé tién vao mdt can phong co tran thap dm cting. N6 that 4m ap va thoai mai, voi mt day cira s0 quay vé
huéng nam: Du vei kich thue nho nhung Van ¢6 ba chiéc ban dugc keé trong phong, doc theo do 1 nhiéu ghé dau va bang ghe dai. Tiéng ri rAm tram
thip cia cac hoat dong bi ngit quing bai tiéng lch cach ciia 4m tach cing xoong chao, cho biét ching toi dang & gan khu bép. Ai d6 da dinh mdt trang
ctia cudn nién lich Ién tuong va mit cai ban dd ndm trén ban trung tam, chiéc ban & gbc dat mit gia nén, bén ban con lai dat mdt dia thiée ndng dung dﬁy
hoa qua. sy sip dit ndy trong giong birc tranh finh vat ciia Ha Lan, cing nhitng chi tiét gian di khong kiéu cach. T6i dimg khyng lai mot chit, choang
vang vi mii huong ny.

“Qua mdc qua.” Nhimg ngon tay t6i voi t6i cham vao ching, Ching trong gidng y nhur t6i da thiy trong tim tudng khi & Madison lic Matthew miéu ta
vé Choi Gac Cd.

Henry dwong nhur b béi réi trude phan tmg ctia t6i dbi voi mdt dia trai cay binh thudng nhung do duoc gido dyc can than nén anh ta khong binh luan gi.
Ching t6i an vi bén chiéc ban d6, ngudi hiu mang thém banh my méi cing véi mdt dia nho va mdt bét tao cho birc tranh tinh vat trude mét ching toi.
that d& chiu khi dugc thay nhitng d6 an quen thue nhu thé. Henry t Ay thirc &n cho minh, con t6i nhin anh ta im mau, can than dé y nhimg do an nao
anh ta chon va an mi thir bao nhiéu. Ludn c6 d6i chit khac biét giita nhimg ngwoi la, va toi mudn ra vé binh thudng nhét 6 thé. Trong khi ching t6i Ay
déy dia ctia minh, Matthew tu r6t cho anh mot Iy ruou vang,

Trong sudt bita an, Henry cu xir vi sy lich thiép khong ché vao dau duge. anh ta khong bao gi hoi toi diéu gi mang tinh ¢4 nhén, ciing khong toc mach
chuyén tinh cam ctia Matthew. Thay vao d9, anh ta khién ching t6i curoi hét lan nay t6i lan khac voi cac mau chuyén vé nhitng cha ché, nhiing khu dat
cua anh ta va ba me ¢6 tinh cach vo cuing chiit ché ky luét, trong khi d6 anh ta luon tay cung cap déu dén banh my nuéng tir 1o su6i. Henry dang bat dau
ke vé viéc chuyén nha dén London thi cé tiéng 6n dang Ién tir san trong clia ngdi nha. Ngai ba tude quay lung ve phia cira nén khong nhin thay.

“Ba ta khong thé ndo! Tét ca céc nguoi da canh céo t6i, nhung ti khong tin ¢6 ai lai vo on dén thé. Sau tht ca sur gidu c6 ma 01 da d6 vao trong cdi két
tién ctia ba ta, it nhat ba ta ciing phai lim — O.” Vi khach m6i cua chiing t6i ¢4 b vai rong chodn ca khung ctra, chiée 4o choang khong tay mau den phu
kin mdt bén vai, ti€p mau cling mai toc lodn xoan 16 ra quanh chiéc mii rong vanh cai long vii tuyét dep ctia anh ta. “Matthew. anh om a?”

Henry quay lai vé ngac nhién. “mdt ngiy tt linh, Walter. Sao anh khong 6 trong triéu?”

Toi ¢b nudt mdt miéng banh my mrdng. Vi khach moi dén ciia ching t6i tat nhién chinh 1 thanh vién con thiéu trong Be i Bong dém ctia Matthew, ngai
Walter Raleigh.

“Dénh doi c thién dwong vi mong mudn mdt chirc vi, Hal. Va ai ddy thé nay?” anh ta chiéu doi mat xanh lo' sang t0i, ham réing tréing bong p lanh duoi
hang réu den nhanh. “Henry Percy, tén ti€u quy ranh ma. Kit da ndi vdi t6i 1 anh ¢6 y dinh kén girong voi Arabella toc vang day. Toi ma biet khau vi cua
anh 1a thir gi 6 sung mén trurong thanh hon mdt c6 gai murdi lam thi t61 da ket doi cho anh véi mdt gda phu day strc song tir [au roi.”
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Sung mén u? Goa phu w? Toi chi moi vira budc sang tudi ba muroi ba ma.

“Sur quyén rii ctia co ay da khlen anh ban ¢ nha ma khong dén nha tho vao Chu Nhat. Ching t61 phai cam on tiéu thu ddy vi da 161 anh ban xudng khoi
mdt con ngra, noi von thude vé anh ta,” Raleigh tiép tuc, trong Am ning nhur tiéng vimg Devonshire.

B tude ctia Northurmberland dit chiée xién banh my kn bé 1 sudi va quan st nguroi ban cia minh. anh e dau rdi quay tré lai voi cong vige. “Ra ngoai
di, r6i quay lai héi Matt v€ tin vui ctia anh dy. Va hiy t6 ra an nin hoi 161 khi anh ban lam thé nhé.”

“khong” Walter chim chim nhin Matthew, mdm ha hdc. “co dy la ctia anh?”

“V6i chiéc nhén kia dé chimg minh diéu d6.” Matthew d4 cai ghé d4u tir dudi ban bang cang chan dai di ting ctia minh. “Ngdi xubng, Walter, va udng
thir gi di”

“anh ban da thé s& khong bao gio cudi vo,” Waler néi, 16 16 su boi roi.
“Chuyén d6 can mdt chut thuyét phyc.”

“T6i mong I thé.” Céi liéc mét danh gia ctia Walter Raleigh mot Ian nita lai dat Ién t6i. “that déng tiéc 6 Ay lai ling phi voi mot sinh vat mau lanh. Toi s&
khong tri hoan mbt khac nao.”

“Diana biét 16 ban chét ciia t6i va khong ban tim dén syr ‘lanh ing” ctia t6i ciing nhur anh ban vay. Bén canh do, chinh ¢6 4y 1 nguoi can dugc thuyét
phuc. T6i da yéu co Ay ngay tir anh nhin dau tién,” Matthew noi.

Walter khit miii dap lai.

“Ping c6 nhao bang qua thé, anh ban gid. Thn Cupid c6 thé bét dugc anh ddy.” Di mét x4m ctia Matthew 16e 1én tinh quai tir nhing diéu chéc chin
biét duoc vé turong lai ciia Raleigh.

“Than Cupid con phai doi dai dé xuyén duoc miy i tén én ngudi toi. hién gio t6i phai ding hét strc né tranh nhitng 10 tan duong chéing méy than thién
ctia nit hoang va ngai d6 dbc déy nay.” Walter ném cai mil n chiéc ban bén canh, 16 truot di trén bé ¥t sang bong cua ban co tho cao, pha hong van
dang choi do. anh ta rén ri ngbi xudng canh Henry. “Duong nhu moi ngudi déu mudn xau xé t6i hay sao 4y, nhung chéing ai cho toi phat biéu vé chuyén
d& bat trong khi cong viée ndy & thude dia dang treo trén dau t6i. Y tudng cho & ky niém thurong nién nim nay 1 cta t6i, nhung ngudi dan ba do lai dé
Cumberland chiu trach nhiém budi I8.” TAm trang tirc gidn ctia anh chang lai nbi lén.

“Van khong c6 tin tirc gi tir Roanoke 4?”” Henry nhe nhang hoi, dua cho Walter mot tach diy thir bia méu ndu sam Da day t6i chao dao khi nghe nhic
dén du 4n kinh doanh bi d4t ctia Raleigh & Tan Thé Gioi. Pay [ 1an d4u tién c6 nguoi I6n tiéng ban khoan vé két qua ciia mot sur kién trong turong lai,
nhung d6 s& khong phai i an cudi cing,

“White d4 quay vé Plymouth tuan trurde, di xe vé nha trong thoi tiét ban thiu. Ong ta phai tir bo viée tim kiém con i va chéu gai minh.” Walter udng mot
ngum bia 16n va nhin ddm dam vao khoang khong. “Chua mdi bict duoc chuyén gi da xdy ra voi tat ca bon ho.”

“Miila xuAn dén, anh s& quay lai tim ho.” Henry I6n tiéng kéu Ién chéc chén, nhung Matthew va t6i biét rdng nhimg ngudi di khai hoang thudc dia &
Roanoke bi mat tich s& khong bao gio duge tim thay va Raleigh s& khong bao gio dét chan Ién Bac Carolina nita.

“T6i mong I anh dung, Hal. Nhung toi ¢6 du réc r6i roi. Ba dén tir ving ndo, ba Roydon?”

“Cambridge,” t6i kh& n6i, gitr cho cau tra 101 ngin gon va chan that hét mirc ¢6 thé. Thi trdn d6 & Massachusetts, khong phai & anh, nhung néu bay gio
t01 bat dau dao 1on moi thir, t6i s€ khong thé gilr cho cac cau chuyén clia minh mach lac.

“Vay ba I con gai ciia mdt hoc gid. Hay cha ba | mdt nha thin hoc? Matt s& thich thi khi c6 nguoi dé tro chuyén cac vén dé vé dire tin. Ngoai trir Hal,
ban bé ctia anh ay déu vo vong khi n6i dén hoc thuyét.” Walter nhap mot ngum bia va cho doi.

“Cha ctia Diana qua doi khi c6 4y con nho.” Matthew nédm Ky tay toi.

“Toi Iy Bm tiéc cho ¢, Diana. Mt di mit nguoi ch. . .cha qua 3 mdt et sbe khing khiép,” Henry thi thim

“Va ngudi chong dau ctia ba, 6ng ta ¢ dé lai cho ba nhitng dira con dé an tii ching?” Walter hoi, mot déu hiéu cam thdng len 16i vao giong n6i ctia anh.
O thoi ndy, phu nit & tudi t6i déu két hon trude va da co vai ba dira con. Toi Fic dau. “khong.”

Walter cau méy, nhung trude khi anh ta kip truy vin xa hon, Kit d& dén ciing voi George va Tom

“Pay rdi. Hay ndi cho anh ta tinh ra di, Walter. Matthew khong thé tiép tuc choi trd Odysseus véi nang Circe ciia ¢6 ta duge.” Kit tom Ky chiée ly trude
mit Henry. “mdt ngay tot lanh, Hal.”

“n6i cho ai tinh ra co?” Walter gay git hoi.

“Matt, di nhién roi. Ngudi phu nit d6 i phi thiyy. Va ¢6 diéu gi d6 khéc la ¢ c6 ta.” Mit Kit nheo lai. “c6 ta dang che gidu diéu gi d6.”
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“mdt phu thity,” Walter thin trong nhéc lai.

mdt ngudi hiu mang 6m ciii b dong ctmg lai & 161 ctra ra vao.

“Nhur t6i da néi,” Kit xac nhin bang cai git ddu. “Tom va t6i nhan ra nhitng d4u hiéu d6 ngay Bp tie.”

¢6 hdu gai ném phich ciii vao chiéc gié dé sin va bién mit.

“La mOt ngwoi viét kich, Kit, anh ban ¢6 mdt cam quan that tham hai vé thoi gian va dia diém ddy.” Doi mét xanh o ctia Walter nhin sang Matthew.
“Ching ta s€ dén noi ndo khac d¢€ thao ludin van d€ ndy, hay day chi Ia mdt trong nhitng trd tudng tirgng 161 hoi ctia Kit? Néund 1a cai sau thi t6i s€

mudn & lai noi Am ép nayy dé thuong thire ndt cdc bia ciia minh.” Hai ngudi dan dng cing thim do fAn nhau. Khi nét méit Matthew chang hé thay doi,
Walter lam bam chiri thé. Pierre xuat hién nhu thé nhin duoc tin hiéu.

“Lo sudi da sin sang trong phong khach riéng, milord,” ma ca rong niy n6i voi Matthew, “rrou va do an da duoc don cho khéach ctia ngai. Cac ngai s&
khong bi lam phién dau.”

Phong khéch nity khong am ctng nhur cin phong chiing t0i dung bira séng, ciing khong gy én tiong manh nhu dai sanh. C6 dii kiéu ghé banh duoc
cham khac, rat nhiéu tham treo ctng nhitng birc tranh duoc dong khung trang hoang goi cho ngudi ta bict muc dich ban dau ciia né ding dé gii tri cho
nhimg vi khach quan trong nhét trong ngdi nha. Tuyét tac trang 1¢ cta St. Jerome va tranh sur ttr ctia Holbein treo canh 10 su¢i. N6 hoan toan la 1Am véi
61, nhu bire chan dung ctia Holbein bén canh, v& Henry VIII miét 16i cAm trén tay mot cudn sach ctng mot cap kinh dang tramngamnhln xudng ngudi
xem, chiéc ban phia trude la liét nhirg mon d6 quy gia. Con gii ctia Henry, nit hoang Elizabeth dae nhit duong nhiém, nhin cham chdm vio Ong ta tir

phia bén kia can phong, su xa cach cang théng ctia ho ching lim nhe di tam trang khi ching t6i ngdi vao chd. Matthew dimg dira vao canh 1o sui, hai
céanh tay khoanh trirge ngue, nhin dit ddi y hét nhitng ngudi nha Tudor trén tuong,

“anh van s& ké cho ho sy that w?” Toi thi thAm v6i anh.
“D6 I phurong thirc don gian hon c4, thira ba,” Raleigh giong séc lanh, “chira ké 14 gitta nhiing ngudi ban v6i nhaw.”
“anh d4 quén mét ban than minh rdi, Walter,” Matthew canh co, con gidn bing lén.

“Quén mat ban than t6i! Day 12 11 ndi tir ké da dinh liu véi mdt phi thity 42" Walter khong thémné it Matthew mdt khi da byc tire. Va khong hé 6
mot tia s¢ hiii ndo trong giong anh ta.

“co afty 14 vo t6i,”” Matthew bé lai. anh dura tay lén vudt toc. “Con vé phan c6 dy [a phu thily, tit ca ching ta c6 mt trong ciin phong nay déu bi phi bang
vidiéu gi d6, du 1a c6 thurc hay tuong turong.”

“Nhung cudi ¢b ta — anh dang nghif gl thé ha?” Walter king ngudi hoi.

“Toi yéu cd éy,’j Matthew trd 10, Kit dao mit va rg')t mdt cde rwou mdi tir chiée bm bac. GiAc mo ctia t6i duoe ngéi clng aph ta bén canh Io sug"n' Am
ctng ban luan vé phap thuat va van hoc dan tan bién trong anh sang kh6 chiu ctia budi sng thang Murdi mot ndy. Toi moi dén ném 1590 chua day hai
nuroi tu tiéng dong ho, nhung @ hoan toan phat ngan Christopher Marlowe.

Trude cau tra o1 cia Matthew, ca can phong roi vao im king trong khi anh va Walter chim chiim do xét nhau. Vi Kit, Matthew khoan dung va hoi cau
gian. George va Tom Iy di sur kién nhan ctia anh, con v6i Henry 1a s yéu mén. Nhung Raleigh ngang co véi Matthew — vé tri tug, strc manh, thdm chi
c6 & ca sy nhAn tim — diéu d6 c6 nghia chi duy nhat y kién ctia Walter 1 ¢6 gié tri. Ho c6 mdt sur ton trong de chimg danh cho nhau, giong nhur hai con
s6i quyét dinh xem ké ndo ¢6 strc manh dé dan dat ca dan.

“Vay chuyén 14 thé sao,” Walter chim rai n6i, chép nhan uy quyén ctia Matthew.

“Dling thé.” Matthew van ding bat dong trude 1o sudi.

“anh c6 qua nhidu bi mét va ké thit dé c6 thé iy mdt ngudi vo. Nhung di sao anh cling 43 lam 101" Walter t0 vé ngac nhién. *“Nhitng ngudi dan 6ng
khéc ket t0i anh cdy vao sy xao quyét cta minh, nhung t6i chura bao gio dong ¥ vdi bon ho cho t6i lic ny. Rat tot, Matthew. Neéu anh qué gian xao nhur
vay, hily ndi cho chiing t6i biét dicu can noi khi cac cau hoi duoc dua ra.”

Kit dit manh chiéc cdc 16n ban, rwou vang dé sanh ra tay anh ta. “anh khong thé mong ching toi. ..

“ImIang.” Walter lia anh miét gidn dir vao Marlowe. “Dra vao nhitng 10i dbi trd ma ching toi phai néi nhan danh anh, t6i ngac nhién 1 anh con dam phan
doi co day. Tiep di, Matthew.”

“Camon, Walter. Céc vi | nim ngudi dan 6ng duy nhét trong vuong qudc ndy c6 thé lang nghe cau chuyén ctia t6i ma khong nghi riang toi bidién.”
Matthew ludn hai ban tay qua toc. “Moi ngudi con nhé khi ching ta n6i chuyén lan cudi vé cac y tudng ctia Giordano Bruno lién quan t6i s6 hrong vo
han ctia céc thé gioi, khong bi gii han boi thoi gian va khong gian chir?”

Ho trao d6i nhitng cai liéc mét.

“T6i khong chic,” Henry thin trong Ién tiéng, “% ching t6i hiéu ¥ ctia anh.”
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“Diana dén tir Tan Thé Giéi.”” Matthew ngimg lai, cho Marlowe c6 co hoi nhin ca phong véi dang vé dic théng. “Dén tir Tan Thé Gidi trong twong lai.”
Trong sur yén king tiép theo, moi con mét déu d don v& phia toi.
“c0 Ay noi ¢ Ay dén tir Cambridge ma,” Walter ngy ra noi

“khong phai Cambridge d6. Cambridge cia 0 |a & Massachusetts co.” Giong ti khan di vi cang théing va Au khong ct tiéng. Toi hiing giong. “Thudc
dia s& ton tai & Bac Roanoke trong vong bon muroi nam nita.”

mot t,iéng lrﬁrq trd cam than dng Ién, va cac cau hoi toi tAp hudng vé phia t6i. Harriot nhich tdi va ngéip ngimg cham vao vai toi. Ngon tay ctia anh ta gip
co bap ran chic cua t6i voi rut lai voi vé thic mac.

“T6i da dugc nghe ndi vé& nhitng sinh vt khac ngudi co the ubn thoi gian theo ho Day that la mot ngy ky diéu, ding khong, Kit? anh da bao gio nghi
1a s& biét mot ngum se soi thoi gian chira? Chiing ta phéi can than khi & canh ¢6 4y, di nhién roi, néu khong ching ta c6 thé bi vréng vao mang ciia ¢o Ay
va lac duong At > Guong niit Harriot day V& a0 udc, am nhu anh ta ¢6 thé tan hudng viéc bi bét t6i mdt thé gi6i khac vay.

“Va diéu gi dura c6 t6i day, ba Roydon?” Giong ndi tram tram ctia Walter cit ngang tiéng on 4o ban tan.

“Cha ctia Diana la mjt hoc gia,” Matthew tra 101 thay toi. Tiéng thi tham himg tha lai bi dap tit bang mdt cai phét tay ctia Walter. “Me cd 4y ciing vdy.
Ca hai déu Ia phu thiy va da chét trong mdt tinh huong bi an.”

“D6 I diéu ma chiing ta cing chia sé, D-D-Diana a,” Henry néi voi mt céi ring minh. Trude khi t6i kip hoi vi ba tude xemy anh ta 1 gi, Walter d vy
tay ra hiéu cho Matthew.

“Hau qua I s gido duc danh cho ¢6 4y vai tur cach i mot phi thity . .. bi bo qua,” Matthew tiép tuc.

“that d& dang lam hai mot phi thity nhu thé.” Tom nhéin nit. “Tai sao & Tan Thé Gidi trong turong lai lai thiéu quan tim dén mdt sinh vt khéc ngudi nhur
thé?”

“Phép thudt va lich str gia dinh lu doi cua t6i khong c6 y nghia gi voi t0i ca. anh phai hleu didu d6, gibng nhur anh mudn virot khoi sw han ché xuét than
ctia anh vay.” Toi nhin Kit, con trai tho déng gidy, hy vong tim thdy mdt sur tan dong néu khong phéi i cam thong, nhung anh ta quay mit di.

“D6t nat 1 mot ti 101 khong thé tha thir.”” Kit King ting voi mdt méu hua d6 dang 1i ra khoi mot trong hang ta nhitng vét rach trén chiée 4o chén den ciia
anh ta.

“Vay | khong trung thanh,” Walter noi. “Tiép tuc di, Matthew.”

“Diana ¢6 1§ khong duoc day d nhimg ngon nghé phi thity, nhung c6 4y khong hé dot nét. co dy ciing i mdt hoc gia,” Matthew noi véi vé tur hao, “véi
niém dam mé danh cho thuat gia kim.”

“Nhitng nha gia kim tiéu thur chiing 1 gi hon ngoai nhing triét gia x6 bép,” Kit cudi khdy, “himg thi véi viéc cai thién sic da ctia ho hon 1 hiéu biét cac
bi mét ciia tur nhién.”

“To1 nghién cru thuat gia kim trong thur vién — khong phai trong bép,” t6i viic lai, quén ca diéu chinh ngit diéu hay trong 4m ctia minh. Mt Kit mo Ion.
“Sau d6 t6i1 giang day cho sinh vién vé dé tai nay ¢ truong dai hoe.”

“Ho s dé phu nit day ¢ truong dai hoc u?” George Ién ﬁéng, t0 vé wira thich thi vira kho chiu.

“Con dugce nhan vao dai hoc nita,” Matthew dap, dua tay vubt séng mili vé 4y ndy. “Diana da hoc ¢ Oxford.”

“Piu d6 hiin da Bm tang s6 ngwoi tham dy céc bai giing,” Walter lanh ling binh luan. “Phy nir ma duge phép 6 mit & Oriel thi t0i ¢6 1& da Ky thém
duoc mit cai bang khac nita. Va c¢6 phai cac nit hoc gia da bi tan cong trong thudc dia tirong lai & ddu do tai Bac Roanoke khong?” B6 1a mot ket luan
hop Iy duoc it ra tir cau chuyén ctia Matthew.

“khong phai tit ca bon ho. Nhung Diana da tim thiy mdt cubn séch bj thit lac & truong dai hoc.” Céc thanh vién ctia B il Bong dém cing nhom ddy.
V6i nhdém ngurdi ndy, nhitng cuon sach that lac con duoc quan tim hon ca nhitng phu thiy dot nat va cac nit hoc gia. “N6 chira thong tin bi mat vé the
gi6i ctia cac sinh vat khac nguoi.”

“Cudn sach ctia nhimg Diéu Huyén B, duoc cho réng s& hé 16 cho ching ta biét vé ngudn gdc ciia ching ta w?” Kit trong thét kinh ngac. “Trudc ddy anh
ban khong bao gio hirng thi voi nhiing truyén thuyét d6 ma, Matthew. Thuc ra anh con bac bo, coi ching 1a trd mé tin.”

“Gior thi t61 da tin ching, Kit. Kham phé ctia Diana da mang ké thi téi cira nha c6 4y.”
“Va anh d3 ¢ ciing ¢6 4y. Vi thé keé thi ctia ¢6 Ay da cay chdt cira va vao nha.” Walter Fic dau.

“Tai sao 115 hre quan tAm ctia Matthew lai c6 hdu qué tham khc nhur :Ehé?” George hoi. Cac ngdn tay anh ta An tim c4i bang lua soc mau den giit cip
kinh méit d€ budc chat trén chiec 4o chén. Chiéc do chén dugc x€p diem hop thoi trang phia trén bung anh ta va chat i€u d6 kéu st soat nhwr mdt cai thi
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dung bot yén mach mdi khi anh ta cir dong, George nang gong kinh tron trén niit va sam soi toi nhur thé t6i i mot vat nghién ciru moi day thi vi.

“Bi vi phu thity va wearh bi cam khong dugc phép hét hon,” Kit nhanh nhéu n6i. Toi chura bao gio nghe thay tir wearh trude ddy, véi 4m gio w ¢ dau
va am trong hong & cuoi.

“yéu tinh va wearh ciing thé.” Walter siét manh vai Kit canh céo.
“thit sa0?” George chép miit nhin Matthew, rdi lai nhin toi. “Nit hoang cAm mdt cude hon phdi nhur thé u?”

“Po | mdt théa udce cb xua gitta cac sinh vat khac ngudi, khong ké nao ddm lam trai.” Tom 1§ vé so hai. ‘“Nhiing ké vi pham s€ bi Dai Hoi Déng triéu
tap va b trumg phat.”

Chi nhéng ma ca rong nhidu tubi nhur Matthew mdi ¢6 thé nhé durge mdt thoi ky trude khi thoa ude duge thiét Bp cac sinh vt khac ngwoi da hanh xir ra
sao voi nhau va anh huong trong tac t6i loai nguoi xung quanh chiing t6i nhur thé nao. “khong ket thn gitra cac sinh vat khac loai” a lut I quan trong
nhat, va Dal Hoi Bong khong ché kiém soat sy phan céph d4. Tai nang cua chiing t6i — sy sang tao, stc r}f_mh, nang hyc siéu nhién — kh()ng thé nao
khong n6i bt khi ¢ trong mbt nhom kan Ion cac loai. Bieu d6 cling nhur sirc manh ctia mot phi thiy lam ni bt nang lwong sang tao cta bat clr yéu tinh
nao & gan, va thién tai & mdt yéu tinh khién vé dep ctia ma ca rong thém an tugng, Ve phan cac mdi quan hé cuia chiing t61 vdi loai nguoi, chiing toi phai
gitr kin thin phan & mirc t6i da va tranh xa finh vire chinh tri, ton gido.
Ngay sang nay, Matthew da khing khang c6 qua nhiéu van dé khac dang dbi dién véi Dai Hoi Dong & thé ky muroi sau ndy — chién tranh ton gido, thiéu
song nguoi di gido, nan doi lan tran, thir vat liéu xa la va ky quai moi day tir cong nghé in 4n —Kkhién cho céc thanh vién trong hoi dong nay clnng hoi strc
dau ma phién 1ong véi mot chuyén qué tm thudng nhur mot phi thily va mdt ma ca rong yéu nhau. Cir theo nhw céc sur kién nguy hiém khién nguoi ta
phai hoang mang xdy ra ké tir khi to1 gip Matthew vao cudi thang Chin, thi t6i thay chuyén nay that kho ma tin noi

“Dai Hoi Dong nao thé?” George thich thit hoi. “Day c6 phai | mdt gido phai m6i ndo do khong?”
Walter pht k cau hoi clia ban minh va trao cho Matthew mdt cai nhin xuyén thdu. Sau d6, anh ta quay sang toi. “c6 van ¢6 cudn sach nay chi?”
“khong ai c6 n6 ca. N6 da quay vao trong thur vién rdi. Cac phi thity trong doi t6i s& goi n6 ra cho bon ho.”

“Vay ¢0 bi séin dudi vi hai Iy do. mdt s6 ké mudn tranh xa mdt wearh, nhitng ké khéc xem c6 nhur phurong tién can thiét dé dat dwoc mot céi két nhur y.”
Walter vuot song nili va nhin Matthew vé mét moi. “Cau ding 1 thoi nam chim chuyén thu hit réc roi, ban toi oi. Va chuyén nay khong thé xay ra vao
thoi diémnao khong thich hop hon lic nay. L€ ky niém thudng nién cua nir hoang s dicn ra trong chua day ba tuan nita. anh ban dugc trong doi c6 mt
tai tricu dinh day.”

“Pung bén tam téi 1€ ky niém ctia nix hoang! Ching ta cing chang duoc an toan voi mt nguoi se soi thoi gian ¢ day dau. 0 ta co thé thiy s& ménh ctia
moi ngurdi ching ta. ¢ phu thily nay c6 thé sira lai trrong lai ctia ching ta, néu khong may mén — tham chi s& chét sém hon déy.” Kit bat day tir chiéc ghé
banh dang ngdi dén dimg truée Matthew. “Thé quéai ndo anh co thé 1am chuyén nay chir?”

‘Duéng nhur cai thuyét vo thin duoe tan duong thai qua ctia cau da lam hong cau mét rdi, Kit a,” Matthew than nhién noi. “Toi e 1 rbt cudc anh ban co
thé phai tra 101 cho nhiing ti 161 cia minh chir nhi?”

“T6i c6 thé khong tin vao viée lamphiic va sirc manh than thanh nhu anh, Matthew, nhung thé giéi ny con c6 nhiéu hon nhing gi anh miéu ta trong
nhirng cudn sach triét hoc ctia anh. Va ngudi phu nir nay — a phu thily nay — khong duge phép xen vao cdng viée ctia chiing ta. anh c6 thé 1a n6 I ctia
co ta, nhung t61 khong dinh dat twong lai cua t6i vao tay cd ta!” Kit bt lai.

“Doi mdt chit.”” Anh it dang tré nén kinh ngac 6t qua guong it George. “C6 phéi anh tir Chester dén véi ching t6i khong, Matthew, hay 1. .. ”

“khong, anh khong duoc tra 16, Matt,” Tom dot ngdt ndi voi vé sang sudt.” Janus da dén véi ching ta i ¢6 myc dich nao d6, va ching ta khong duoc
phép can thiép.”

“n6i chuyén cho 1 tri vao, Tom— néu anh c6 thé,” Kit ndi giong nham hiém
“mdt mit, Matthew va Diana nhin vé& quéa khir. Mit khac, ho xem xét ca twong lai,” Tom ndi, khong thém dé tim dén s cét ngang cta Kit.
“Nhung néu Matt khong phai. . .” George Ién tiéng rdi roi vao im king.

“Tomnoi ding,” Walter coc can noi. “Matthew la ban cta ching ta va da d& nghi s gitip 4o ctia ching ta. Theo nhur t6i nhé thi dy 14 1in dAu tién anh
ay lam vay. D6 1 tat ca nhirng gi ching ta can biét.”

“anh ta doi hoi qua nhiéy,” Kit bé lai.
“Qué nhiéu u? N6 thét it 6i va mudn méng, theo nhur t0i thiy. Matthew da tra tién cho mot trong nhitng con tau ctia 0i, da ciru dién trang ctia Henry, da
gitt George va Tom dugc & trong sach vo va mo mong mdt thoi gian dai. Con ve€ phan anh ban — Walter nhin Marlowe tir dau dén chan — moi thir trén

ngudi anh — tir cac y twdng clia anh cho t6i ly ruou cudi cting va cai mii trén dauanh kia — déu phai cam on s trong di tr t& ctia Matthew Roydon ddy.
Danh mdt bén do6 an toan cho v anh ay trong con gidng bao hién nay 1a di€u it 6i chang dang gi khi demra so sa

“Cam on, Walter.” Matthew trong nhe nhdm hin, nhung nu cudi anh chuyén sang t6i lai c6 vé ngap ngimg. Chién théing trude nhirg ngudi ban ctia anh
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— cu thé 13 Walter — d3 dién ra kh6 khin hon anh du tinh.

“Ching ta s& can dung 1én mot cau chuyén dé giai thich im thé ndo vo anh t6i day,” Walter trAm ngamn6i, “thir gi 6 am phan tan sy chi y khoi vé la
lng ctia ¢ ay.”

“Diana ciing can mot thiy gi4o nita,” Matthew thém.
“cb Ay phai duoc day db chit it cung cach, tat nhién 1 thé,” Kit cin nhan.
“khong, gido vién ctia co Ay phai 3 mdt phi thity khac,” Matthew chita lai 1i anh ta.

Walter thét ra mot tiéng trdm tram hai hude. “Toi nghi ngd ¢ phi thity no trong vong ban kinh hai muroi dam & Woodstock nay. khong, khi ma anh
dang song & day.”

“Con cudn sach nay thi sao, ba Roydon?”” George rit tir c4i tti an trong chiéc 'quz‘in chén ngin dang phong ra mdt cay viét nhon mau xam boc trong soi
vai. anh ta liém dau cay but chi va gio né 1én vé cho doi. “Ba c6 thé cho t6i biét kich thude va ni dung ctia nd khong? Toi s€ timnd ¢ Oxford.”

“Cubn sach c6 thé doi,” t6i noi. “Dau tién ti can quin 4o thich hop. Toi khong thé ra khoi nha véi do khoac ctia Pierre va chiée vay ma chi gai Matthew
da mac deé den dy dam tang ctia Jane Seymour duoc.”

“Ra khoi nha u?” Kit cudi nhao. “Y nghi cue ky dién rd.”

“Kit ding ddy,” George n6i vé ly lm tiéc. anh ta da viét mjt ghi chii vao trong cudn séch cia minh. “Céch noi chuyén ctia ba khién ba c6 vé ky la & xir
anh ndy. Toi s¢ ly lam vui su6ng duoc chi dan ba vai bai dien thuyet truée dam dong, ba Roydon.” Y tudng George Chapman dong vai Henry Higgins
voi Eliza Doolittle ctia t6i da du khien toi thiét tha mong cho roi

“khong nén cho phép co Ay n6i gi ca, Matt. anh phéi gitt cho c6 4y im Bing,” Kit khiing khéing

“Céi ching ta can |d mot phu ni, ai 6 dé khuyén bao Diana. Tai sao lai khong co mdt ¢b con gai, vo hay tinh nhin ndo d6 ctia ndm nguoi cac anh nhi?”
Matthew yéu cau. sy im ling bao trim tat ca.

“Walter?” Kit tinh quéi hoi, khién canh dan 6ng con lai cuoi 16 1én va lim diu bau khong khi ning né nhur mdt con bdo mia he thdi qua can phong. Ngay
ca Matthew cling hoa theo.

Pierre bude vao khi tiéng cudi da ing xuéng, da tung én nhiing canh hirong théo va oai hong nh6 virong vai gitra 16i vao duoc dat 6 do dé ngn hoi
am u6t khoi lan ra khap ngdi nha. Cing e y, nhimg chiée chubng bét dau ngan diém mudi hai gio. Giong nhur e vira nhin thiy nhirng qua mdc qua,
su két hop ctia &m thanh va mii huwong mang t6i quay vé Madison.

Qué khir, hién tai va trong lai hoi ngd. Con hon ca vide thao mot cudn chi ng, mot khéc yén tinh nhur thé thoi gian ngimg troi. Toi hit mot hoi that manh.
“Diana?”” Matthew goi, do lay khuyu tay toi.

Thir gi &6 mau xanh lam va hd phach, mdt an séng anh séang va mau sdc thu hit sy chi y ctia t6i. N6 don chit vio mdt goc phong, noi khong ¢ gi khéc
xen vira ngoai mang nhén va bui bam. Nhur bi thoi mién, t6i co di chuyén vé phia no.

“C6 phai ¢b 4y sap ngit khong?” Henry hoi, gurong mt anh ta xuét hién trong tm nhin clia t6i, bén trén b vai ciia Matthew.
Tiéng chudng ngan nga dimg lai, va mili hoa oai hong nhat dan. Séc xanh lam va ho phéch lp loang chuyén thanh xam va tréing trudc khi bién nét.
“Em xin 6i. Em nghi 1a minh da thiy thir gi d6 & goc phong kia. Han 1 anh sang d4 danh kira n¥it em,” t6i vira ndi vira 4p ban tay lén ma.

“C6 I8 em dang chiu strc €p ctia khoang cach thoi gian, mon coeur,” Matthew thi thao. “anh da hira voi emmit chuyén di dao trong khuon vién. Emra
ngoai cung anh dé€ cho thoang dang dau ¢ chir?”

C6 & d6 I di chimg do chuyén du hanh virot thoi gian, khong khi trong knh ¢6 thé s gifip ich. Nhung ching t6i vira mdi dén, va Matthew da khong gip
nhitng ngudi ban nay hon bon thé ky roi.

“anh nén & cting c4c ban,” t6i ndi chic nich, du anh mit lai lo dang hudng ra cira so.

“Bonho s& ¢ day }16ng ruou khi ching ta quay lai,” Matthew mim curdi ndi, 10i quay sang Walter. “T6i s& dura Diana di xem ngdi nha ctia c6 dy va dé
dambado c6 ay biet duong di 161 lai trong cac khu vuron.”

“Chiing ta s& can phai néi chuyén thém nita,” Walter nhiic nhd. “Con c6 cong viée phai thao luén.”

Matthew git d4u va vong tay quanh eo t6i. “C6 thé doi ma.”

Ching t6i roi B it Bong dém trong cin phong khach 4m ap va huréng vé phia cira ra vao. Tom mat himg voi miy I:éc 16i ciia na ca rong va phi thiy, lai

mai m€ doc sach. George ciing twong tu, dang chim dam trong nhitng suy nghii va ban ron viet lach ghi chép vao cuon so tay. Anh mat Kit day vé do xét,
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Walter thi dé chimg, con anh mit Henry dy sur cam thong, Ba nguoi dan 6 6ong do trong gidng nhur nhitng con qua 4c voi bd canh den va nét mit dam
chiéu. N6 goi cho i nhé dén diéu Shakespeare chang bao lu nita s& n6i vé nhom ngudi khéc thurong nay.

“N6 bét dau nhur thé nao nhi?” Toi khé im bam. “Mau den I huy hiéu ctia dia nguc u?”
Matthew dam chiéu. “Mau den 14 huy hi€u ctia dia nguc/ Mau ctia nguc tu va trudng hoc ciia bong dém.”

“Mau cua tinh ban thi s& chinh xéc hon ddy,” t0i noi. Toi da timg thiy Matthew didu khién nhitg ké dén doc sach trong thur vién Bodleian, nhung sur anh
hudng ctia anh Ién nhitng ngudi nhu Walter Raleigh va Kit Marlowe thi van that bat ngo. “Li€u c¢6 dieu gi ho s& khong lam vi anh khong, Matthew?”’

“Céu Chuia cho chiing ta khong bao gidr biét dwoc,” anh n6i ddy vé u am

Lo Fing ctia t0i v& nghi thirc xa giao ding myrc 1 khong can thiét. Tude higu va danh xung khong quan trong khi vi ba tuée duge noi dén | mdt ngudi
khong 16 lich am tén Henry Percy.

Francoise, ngudi coi trong nhitng chuén muc, udn nhing xi lén trong khi hoan thanh ndt viee miic db cho t6i b?mg mo'y phuc bdi moc kiém v& duoc:
nhing chiéc vay 16t dai cia ai d6, cai codc-xé khau tay dé ham bot kho nguoi van dong vién cuia t6i thanh dang vé yéu diéu truyén thong hon; mot chiéc
4o lot théu hoa sire nirc mii oai hwong va cay tuyét ting; véi ¢d 4o cao xép nép; mot chlec vay dang phong bang vai nhung; va chiéc 40 khodc tot nhat
ctia Pierre, thir 6 may niic duy nhit con xa m6i 1 kich thudc ciia t6i. Maic dit da ¢ ging, Frangoise van khong thé ndo cai duoc hang khuy trén nguc
40. Toi nin tha, thot bung va hy vong mdt diéu ky diéu khi Frangoise kéo nhiing dai codc-xé chit hon, nhung chéing ¢6 sur can thiép ky diéu nao ¢6 thé
cho 61 mot voc dang manh mai duyén dang,

Toi hoi Frangoise hang ta cau hoi trong sudt qué trinh phirc tap d6. Nhitng birc chén dung ctia thoi ky nay | khién t6i trong chd mot cai dng chim cong
kénh goi 14 vay phong dé giir cho chiéc vay dang mic cangra trén phin hong, nhung Frangoise gii thich rang nhing thir dAy chi danh cho cac dip trang
trong hon. Thay vao do, ¢6 ta budc mdt micng vai xép nép c6 hinh dang gidng chiéc banh ran vong quanh eo 61, bén dudi I6p vay ngoai Dleu lac quan
duy nhat dé néi vé thir d6 i n6 gifp cho cac 1op vay 4o khong bi quét vao hai chan, nhs vy toi ¢6 thé di lai ma khong qua khé khin — mién i khong c6
nhiéu db dac trén 161 di va t6i ¢6 thé t6i duoc dich dén néu di chuyén theo dudng thing tip. Nhung t6i ciing phéi biét nhin chao. Frangoise nhanh chong
day t6i cach nhin gbi chao trong khi giai thich cac turée hiéu phong phii ctia Henry Percy phai ding ra sao — ong ta B “Dirc ngai Northumberland” miic
dtmang ho Percy va la mit ba tudc.

Nhung t6i khong ¢6 co hoi duge dimg dén bét cir thir gi trong md kién thire mdi thu lrom duoe ndy. Ngay khi Matthew cing t6i budc vao dai sanh,
mHt ngudi dan dng tré tudi gly gd va cao 1éu nghéu mic bd quin 4o di duong bang da miu ndu nhat bi bin bin tung toe da tién t6i chio hoi ca hai.
Guong mit c6i mo cang thém tuoi sang boi cai nhin td md khién d6i Iong méy rAm miu tro ctia anh ta nhudng 1én thanh mdt cai vom nhon 16 rét. “Hal.”
Matthew mim cudi voi dang vé thin thiét khoan dung ctia mdt ngudi anh trai. Nhung vi ba tude phdt ky ngudi ban cii, thay vao do tién vé phia toi.

“Unm, ba Roydon.” Giong ndi trim 4m ciia vi ba tuée khong c6 Am diéu, rét it dAu vét luyén Hy hay trong am. Trude khi xubng nha, Matthew da giai
thich rang Henry hoi diéc va n6i lap ttr khi con nho. Tuy nhién, anh ta rat thao viéc doc mdi nguoi. Day 1a ngudi t6i ¢d thé trod chuyén ma khong cdm thay
ede.

“Lai bi Kit hét ko trude rdi,” Matthew n6i voi mu cudi thiéu ndo. “Téi da hy vong dugc tw minh n6i voi anh.”

“Ai la nguoi chia s tin vui niy c6 gi khac dau?” Bire ngai Northumberland cti dau chao. “T6i camon ba vi long hiéu khéch, thira ba, va xin thr 16i vi
chao hoi trong b dang nay. Ba thét i € khi som chiu dyng nhimg nguoi ban ctia chong the nay. Ching t6i & ra phéi roi di ngay lap tirc lic biét ba tro
ve nha. Quan tro s€ Ia noi thich hop hon ca.”

“Ngai vo cing dugc chao don ¢ ddy, thua dire ngai” Dy 1a e thich hop dé nhin bi chao, nhung céi Vay ning né mau den cta t6i khong dé xoay s&
va chiéc 40 code-xé thit qua chat khién t6i khong thé cti nguoi duge. Toi ¢b xép hai chan vao mot tur thé thich hop dé to vé ton kinh nhung lai lao déo

khi khuyu gbi chao. mdt ban tay to I6n khong ngai ngin git t6i dimg vimg,

“Chi Henry thoi, thua ba. Moi nguoi khéc goi t0i a Hal, nén tén thanh ciia t0i duoc coi a khé trang trong Gidng nhiéu ngwoi bj khiém thinh, ngai ba
tude cO y giit cho giong clia minh thit ém nhe. Ong tha t6i ra va quay sang Matthew. “Tai sao lai cao rau thé, Matt? anh bi om a?”

“mdt con st rét thodng qua thoi, ching c6 gi dau. Viée két hon da chira lanh cho t6i rdi. Nhitng ngudi con lai ddu rdi?” Matthew liée nhin quanh tim Kit,
George va Tom

Tién sanh Choi Gac Cb trong rit khac dudi anh sang ban ngy. Toi mi chi trong thiy né vao ban dém, nhung sang hom nay cac 6 van ning né hoa ra
lai 1A nhitng canh cira chdp, tat ca ching déu duoc mo ra. Didu d6 mang khong gian thoang dang dén cho cin nha, bt chdp chiéc 1o sudi khdng b &
birc turong phia xa. N6 dugc trang tri bang nhitng phin xdy bang d4 theo phong cach thdi Trung cd, hin da duoc Matthew ciru thodt tir dong gach vun
ctia cai tu vién mot thoi tirmg toa lac noi day — guong niit thudng théy ctia mot vi thanh, mdt huy hi€u ctia tu vién, mdt hinh trang tri la bbn thity theo
phong cach Gothic.

“Diana?” Giong noi vui ve cua Matthew cdt ngang viéc quan sat can phong va ndi thit bén trong ctia ti. “Hal ndi nhitng ngudi kia dang & phong khéch,
doc sach va choi bai. anh ay cam thay khong thich hop dén tham gia cting bon ho chirng nao con chua duge ba chiinha c6 161 moi ¢ lai.”

“Ngai ba tude phai & lai, di nhién 1 thé, va ching ta c6 thé dén tham gia vi ban bé anh ngay lp tirc.” Bung t6i i ting uc.
“Hodc ching ta c6 thé kiém cho em thir gi 46 dé an,” anh vira goi y, vira nhay mit. Gid t6i da gip Henry Percy mi khong c6 i ro nio, nén Matthew
bat dau tha long. “da cd ai moi anh an chwa, Hal?”
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“Pierre va Frangoise da chu § dén chuyén 6 roi,” anh ta dam béo véi ching toi. “Di nhién, néu ba Roydon s& cling t6i. .. Giong ngii bé tudc truot dai
va da day anh ta ciing dang réo 1én. anh chang nay cao nhu huirou cao ¢6, nén chic phai can t6i mot wong thirc an lén.

“T6i cling tat thich mot bita sang thinh soan, thira dirc ngai,” t6i cuoi ndi.
“Henry,” ngai ba tudc diu dang chinh lai, nu cudi turoi réi cia anh ta lam 19 ra mot im hdm méng & dudi cam

“Vay ngai phai goi t0i o Diana. Toi khong thé goi b tude ctia Northumberland bang tén riéng néu ngii dy ¢t tiép tuc nhéc dén toi nhur a ‘Ba Roydon.”
Francoise da khang khing viéc can thiét phai ton trong dia vi cao quy cua ngai ba tudc.

“Rét hay, Diana,” Henry ndi roi dura canh tay ra.

anh ta dan t6i bang qua mot hanh lang lanh leo dé tién vao mot can phong ¢ tran thap 4m ctng. N6 that 4m ap va thoai mai, voi mt day cura s0 quay vé
huong nam Da voi kich thurde nho nhung van ¢6 ba chiéc ban dugc ké trong phong, doc theo do 1 nhiéu ghé déu Va bang ghe dai. Tiéng ri rAm trAm
thip ctia cac hoat dong bi ngit quing bai tiéng Kch cach ciia 4m tach cing xoong chao, cho biét ching t6i dang & gan khu bép. Ai d6 da dinh mdt trang
ctia cudn nién lich 1én twong va mdt cai ban dd nim trén ban trung tam, chiéc ban & gbc dat mot gia nén, bén ban con lai dat mdt dia thiée ndng dung dﬁy
hoa qué. sur sip dat ny trong giong birc tranh finh vat ctia Ha Lan, ciing nhitng chi tiét gian di khong kiéu cach. Toi dimg khyng lai mot chit, choéng
vang vi mii huong nay.

“Qua moc qua.” Nhitng ngon tay toi voi toi cham vio ching. Chiing trong gidng y nhur t6i da thy trong tAm tudng khi & Madison lic Matthew miéu ta
vé Choi Gac Cd.

Henry dudng nhur bj bdi rdi trude phén (g cta t6i doi voi mdt dia tréi cdy binh throng nhung do duge gido duc can thin nén anh ta khong binh luan gi.
Ching t6i an vi bén chiéc ban do, nguoi hau mang thém banh n1y méi cing v&i mot dia nho va mot bat tdo cho bure tranh tinh vat trude mét ching toi
that dé chiu khi dugc thiy nhitng d6 an quen thudc nhur thé. Henry tir iy thirc &n cho minh, con t6i nhin anh ta ]amrmu, can than dé y nhimng db an ndo

anh ta chon va an mdi thir bao nhiéu. Ludn c6 doi chitt khéc biét giita nhitng ngudi la, va toi muén ra vé binh thuong nhét ¢6 thé. Trong khi ching toi iy
day dia ctia minh, Matthew tyr rét cho anh mit ly nrgu vang,

Trong sudt bita an, Henry cu xtr voi sy lich thiép khong ché vao dau dugc. anh ta khong bao gior hoi toi dleu g mang tinh ¢4 nhén, cling khong toc mach
chuyén tinh cam ctia Matthew. Thay vao d6, anh ta khién ching ti curdi hét 1an nay t6i lan khéc vdi cac méu chuyén vé nhitng chii cho, nhing khu dét
ctia anh ta va ba me ¢6 tinh cach vo cing chit ché ky luat, trong khi d6 anh ta luon tay cung cAp déu din banh my nuéng tir 1o sudi. Henry dang bt dau
ké vé viéc chuyén nha dén London thi ¢6 tiéng n dang Ién tir sin trong ctia ngdi nha. Ngdi ba tude quay ung vé phia cira nén khong nhén thiy.

“Ba ta khong thé nao! Tat ca cac nguoi da canh cao toi, nhung t6i khong tin ¢6 ai lai vo on dén thé. Sau tit ca su gidu co ma t6i da d6 vao trong cai két
tién ctia ba ta, it nhAt ba ta ciing phai im— O.” Vi khdch mdi ctia chiing t6i ¢6 bd vai rong choan ca khung cira, chiée 40 choang khong tay mau den pha
kin mdt bén vai, tiép miu cling méi toc lodn xodn 16 ra quanh chiéc mii rong vanh cai 1ong vl tuyét dep ctia anh ta. “Matthew. anh 6ma?”

Henry quay lai vé ngac nhién. “mdt ngy t6t lanh, Walter. Sao anh khong & trong triéu?”

Toi ¢ nudt mot miéng banh my nurdng. Vi khach méi dén ctia ching t6i tat nhién chinh 1 thanh vién con thiéu trong Be Ii Bong dém ctia Matthew, ngai
Walter Raleigh.

“Pénh ddi ca thién dudng vi mong mudn mdt chirc vi, Hal. Va ai day thé ndy?”” anh ta chiéu doi mét xanh lo sang o, hamrang tréng bong ]ap lanh duéi
hang réu den nhanh. “Henry Percy, tén tiéu quy ranh ma. Kit d4 noi véi ti 1 anh ¢6 y dinh Ién girong v6i Arabella toc vang day. T01 ma biét khau vi ciia
anh 13 thir gi 46 sung méin trudng thanh hon mdt ¢6 gai murdi kam thi t6i da két doi cho anh voi mdt géa phy day stre sng tir liu roi.”

Sung mén uw? Goa phu u? Toi chi mdi vira bude sang tudi ba muroi ba .

“sur quyén ril ctia ¢6 Ay d khién anh ban ¢ nha n khong dén nha tho vio Chi Nhat. Ching t6i phai cam on tiéu thur ddy vi d 101 anh ban xudng khoi
mdt con ngya, noi von thude vé anh ta,” Raleigh tiep tuc, trong am nang nhu tiéng ving Devonshire.

Bi tude clia Northumberland déit chiée xién banh my 1én bé 1o sudi va quan sét ngudi ban ciia minh. anh Fic dau rdi quay tro lai véi cong viée. “Ra ngoai
di, 161 quay lai hoi Matt ve tin vui ctia anh ay. Va hily to ra an nan hoi 101 khi anh ban lam the nhé.”

“khong.” Walter cham cham nhin Matthew, mom ha hdc. “c6 4y i ctia anh?”

“V6i chiéc nhén kia dé chimng minh diéu do.” Matthew d4 cai ghé d4u tir du6i ban bing cing chin dai di ting ctia minh. “Ngdi xudng, Walter, va udng
thir gi di.”

“anh ban da thé s& khong bao gio cudi vo,” Waler noi, 16 16 su bi rdi.
“Chuyén d6 can mot chit thuyét phyc.”

“Toi mong la thé.” Céi liéc mét danh gia ciia Walter Raleigh mdt lin nita lai dat kn toi. “thét dang tiéc o Ay lai ing phi voi mot sinh vt méu lanh. Toi s&
khong tri hodn mot khac nao.”

“Diana biét r& ban chét ctia t6i va khong ban tim dén su ‘lanh King” ctia t6i ciing nhur anh ban viy. Bén canh d6, chinh c6 4y 1 nguoi can dugc thuyét
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phuc. Toi d yéu co dy ngay tir anh nhin dAu tién,” Matthew noi.
Walter khit miii dap lai.

“Pimg c6 nhao bang qué thé, anh ban gia. Than Cupid c6 thé bit duoc anh ddy.” P6i mét x4m ctia Matthew 16e 1én tinh quai tir nhitng diéu chéc chin
biét dugc vé tuong lai ctia Raleigh.

“Than Cupid con phai doi dai dé xuyén dwoc miy mii tén lén ngudi toi. hién gio t6i phai ding hét sirc né tranh nhitng 10 tan duong ching miy than thién
ctia nit hoang va ngai d6 doc déy nay.” Walter ném cai mil kn chiéc ban bén canh, 16 truot di trén bé nyit sang bong cuia ban co tho cao, pha hong van
dang choi do. anh ta rén ri ngbi xudng canh Henry. “Duong nhu moi ngudi déu mudn xau xé t6i hay sao 4y, nhung chéng ai cho t6i phat biéu vé chuyén
d&é bat trong khi cong viéc ndy & thudc dia dang treo trén dau toi. Y twong cho I ky niém thrdng nién niim nay 1 cta t6i, nhung ngudi dan ba do lai dé
Cumberland chiu trach nhiém budi I8.” TAm trang tirc gidn ctia anh chang lai nbi lén.

“Vin khong c6 tin tirc gi tir Roanoke 42" Henry nhe nhang hoi, dura cho Walter mdt tach day thir bia mau ndu sdm. Da day t6i chao dao khi nghe nhéc
dén dy 4n kinh doanh bi dat ctia Raleigh & Tan Thé Gioi. Pay I lan dau tién co nguoi I6n tiéng ban khoin vé két qua ctia mt s kién trong trong lai,
nhung d6 s& khong phai 1 Iin cudi clng,

“White d4 quay vé Plymouth tudn trurde, di xe vé nha trong thoi tiét ban thiu. Ong ta phai tir bo viée tim kiém con gai va chéu gai minh.” Walter udng mot
ngum bia 16n va nhin ddm dam vao khoang khong. “Chua mdi bict duoc chuyén gi da xdy ra voi tat ca bon ho.”

“Miia xuén dén, anh s& quay lai tim ho.”” Henry on tiéng kéu lén chéc chan, nhung Matthew va t6i biét réng nhitng ngudi di khai hoang thudc dia &
Roanoke bi mt tich s€ khong bao gio' dugc tim thay va Raleigh s€ khong bao gio dat chan lén Bac Carolina nita.

“T6i mong 1 anh ding, Hal. Nhung t6i ¢6 d ric r6i rdi. Ba dén tir ving ndo, ba Roydon?”

“Cambridge,” 01 kh& ndi, giit cho cu tré Ibi ngiin gon va chan thit hét mitc ¢6 thé. Th tréin d6 & Massachusetts, khong phi ¢ anh, nhung néu bay gio
t01 bat dau dao 1on moi thir, t6i s& khong thé gilr cho cac cau chuyén ctia minh mach lac.

“Vay ba I con gai cia mdt hoc gid. Hay cha ba | mdt nha thin hoc? Matt s& thich thi khi c6 ngudi dé tro chuyén cac vén dé vé dire tin. Ngoai trir Hal,
ban be ctia anh ay déu vd vong khi n6i dén hoc thuyét.” Walter nhap mdt ngum bia va cho doi.

“Cha ctia Diana qua doi khi c6 dy con nho.” Matthew nim [y tay toi.

“Toi ly lam tiéc cho ¢6, Diana. Mat di mdt nguoi ch. . .cha qua B mdt ¢t sée khing khiép,” Henry thi thim.

“Va ngudi chong dau ctia ba, 6ng ta ¢ dé lai cho ba nhitng dira con dé an i ching?” Walter hoi, mot d4u hiéu cam thdng len 16i vao giong n6i ctia anh.
O thoi ndy, phu nit & tudi t6i déu két hon trude va da c6 vai ba dira con. Toi Eic dau. “khong.”

Walter cau may, nhung trude khi anh ta kip truy vén xa hon, Kit d4 dén ciing voi George va Tom

“Déy roi. Hay n6i cho anh ta tinh ra di, Walter. Matthew khong thé tiép tuc choi trd Odysseus voi nang Circe ctia ¢6 ta dugc.” Kit tém Ky chiéc ly trude
mat Henry. “mdt ngay t6t lanh, Hal.”

“n6i cho ai tinh ra co?” Walter gay gt hoi.

“Matt, di nhién rdi. Nguoi phu nit d6 1a phi thity. Va 6 diéu gi d6 khac la & ¢ ta.” Mt Kit nheo lai. “c6 ta dang che gidu diéu gi d6.”

“mdt phu thity,” Walter thin trong nhéc lai.

mdt ngudi hiu mang 6m ciii b dong cimg lai & 161 ctra ra vao.

“Nhur t61 da néi,” Kit xac nhin bang cai git ddu. “Tom va t6i nhan ra nhitng dau hiéu d6 ngay Kp tie.”

¢6 hdu gai ném phich cti vao chiée g6 dé sin va bién mit.

“La mOt ngwoi viét kich, Kit, anh ban ¢6 mdt cam quan that tham hai vé thoi gian va dia diém ddy.” Doi mét xanh o ctia Walter nhin sang Matthew.
“Ching ta s& dén noi nao khac dé thao ludn van dé nay, hay déy chi la mjt trong nhimg tro tudng twong r6i hoi cia Kit? Néu no Ia cai sau thi toi s€
muon O lai noi am ap ndy dé thuong thirc nét coc bia ctia minh.” Hai ngudi dan dng cting thaim do 1an nhau. Khi nét mét Matthew chang hé thay doi,

Walter Am bim chiri thé. Pierre xuét hién nhu thé nhan dugc tin hiéw.

“Lo sudi da sin sang trong phong khach riéng, milord,” ma ca rong ndy n6i véi Matthew, “ruou va db an da dugc don cho khéch ciia ngai. Cac ngai s&
khong bi lam phién daw.”

Phong khach ndy khong 4m cting nhur ciin phong chiing toi ding bita sang, ciing khong gy 4n tuong manh nhur dai sanh. C6 di kiéu ghé banh duoc

cham khéic, rt nhiéu thim treo cing nhitng bire tranh duge dong khung trang hoang goi cho nguoi ta biét muyc dich ban dau ciia n6 ding dé gii tri cho
nhitng vi khach quan trong nhat trong ng6i nha. Tuyét tac trang I ctia St. Jerome va tranh sur tir ctia Holbein treo canh 10 suéi. N6 hoan toan la Am véi
61, nhur b chén dung ctia Holbein bén canh, v& Henry VIII niit 1bi cam trén tay mdt cubn séch cling mot cip kinh dang trim ngém nhin xudng nguoi

https://thuviensach.vn



xem, chiéc ban phia trrde la liét nhimg mén d6 quy gid. Con gai ctia Henry, nit hoang Elizabeth de nhat duong nhiém, nhin cham cham vio ong ta tir
phia bén kia cin phong, sur xa cach cang thing ctia ho ching m nhe di tim trang khi ching t6i ngdi vao chd. Matthew ding dura vao canh o sudi, hai
céanh tay khoanh trurge ngue, nhin dit ddi y hét nhitng ngudi nha Tudor trén turong,

“anh van s& ké cho ho s that u?” Toi thi thim voi anh.

“P6 Ia phurong thirc don gian hon ¢4, thua ba,” Raleigh giong sic lanh, “chura ké 14 gjita nhitng nguoi ban voi nhau.”

“anh d4 quén mét ban than minh rdi, Walter,” Matthew canh c4o, con gian bing lén.

“Quén mit ban than t6i! Pay 13 101 ndi tir ké da dinh liu voi mdt phi thity 42 Walter khong thém né nit Matthew mot khi da burc tire. Va khong hé co
mot tia s¢ hiii ndo trong giong anh ta.

“co Ay 14 vo t61,” Matthew bé lai. anh dua tay 1én vudt toc. “Con vé phan cd 4y | phi thiy, tit ca ching ta ¢ mit trong cin phong nay déu bi phi bang
vidieu gi d6, du la co thuc hay tudng tuong,”
“Nhung cudi ¢b ta — anh dang nghi gi thé ha?”” Walter king ngudi hoi.
“To6i yéu cd ?iy,” Matthew tra 1oi. Kit dao miit va rét mdt cde ruou moéi tir chiée binh bac. Gide mo ctia t6i dwoc ngéi cung anh ta bén canh 16 suéi dm
cung ban ludn vé phap thuat va van hoc dan tan bién trong anh sang kho chiu ctia budi sang thang Muroi mot nay. Toi mbi dén nam 1590 chua day hai
muroi tu tieng dong ho, nhung da hoan toan phat ngan Christopher Marlowe.
Trudc cu tra 101 cia Matthew, ca can phong roi vao im king trong khi anh va Walter chim chdm do xét nhau. Véi Kit, Matthew khoan dung va hoi céu
gian. George va Tom Ky di sur kién nhan ctia anh, con vi Henry la sy yéu mén. Nhung Raleigh ngang co v6i Matthew — vé tri tug, strc manh, thdm chi
cole cé’ su nhan tam— diéu d6 cd nghia cl}i dNuy nbét y kién ctia Walter 3 c6 gia tri. Ho c6 mit sy ton trong dé chirng danh cho nhau, giong nhur hai con
s6i quyet dinh xemké nao c6 strc manh d€ dan dat ca dan.
“Vay chuyén 1 thé sao,” Walter chAm rdi néi, chdp nhan uy quyén ctia Matthew.
“Diing thé.” Matthew van dimg bt dong trude 1o sudi.

“anh ¢6 quA nhiéu bi mat va ké thiy dé 6 thé iy mdt nguoi vo. Nhung du sao anh ciing da lam roi.” Walter to vé ‘ngac nhién. “Nhirg ngudi dan ong

khac két t6i anh cay vao sur xao quyét ctia minh, nhung toi chura bao gio dong v v6i bon ho cho i liic nay. Rt t6t, Matthew. Néu anh qua gian xao nhur
vy, hdly ndi cho chiing t6i biét diéu can ndi khi cac cau hoi duge dira ra.”

Kit dit manh chiéc cdc 1én ban, ruou vang do sanh ra tay anh ta. “anh khong thé mong ching t6i....”

“ImIang.” Walter lia anh mét gidn dir vao Marlowe. “Dra vao nhitng 10i dbi trd ma ching t6i phai néi nhan danh anh, t6i ngac nhién 1 anh con dam phan
doi co day. Tiep di, Matthew.”

“Camon, Walter. Céc vi i nim ngudi dan 6ng duy nht trong virong qudc nay c6 thé ]ang nghe cau chuyén ctia toi i khong nghi rang toi bidién.”
Matthew ludn hai ban tay qua toc. “Moi ngudi con nhé khi chiing ta n6i chuyén Ian cudi vé céc ¥ tudng ciia Giordano Bruno lién quan t6i s6 Tugng vo
han ctia cac thé gioi, khong bi gii han boi thoi gian va khong gian chir?”

Ho trao doi nhitng céi liéc mt.

“T6i khong chic,” Henry thin trong Ién tiéng, “% ching ti hiéu ¥ ctia anh.”

“Diana dén tir Tan Thé Gi6i.” Matthew ngimg lai, cho Marlowe ¢6 co hoi nhin ca phong véi dang vé déc thang, “Dén tir Tan Thé Gidi trong turong lai.”
Trong sur yén king tiép theo, moi con mét déu d6 don vé phia toi.

“c6 Ay noi ¢ Ay dén tir Cambridge ma,” Walter ngy ra noi

“khong phéi Cambridge do. Cambridge ciia 0i o & Massachusetts co.” Giong toi khan di vi céing thng va lAu khong cét tiéng. Toi hiing giong, “Thudc
dia s& ton tai & Bac Roanoke trong vong bon muroi nam nita.”

mot tleng tram trd cam than dang lén, va cac cau hoi toi tAp hudng vé phia t6i. Harriot nhich tdi v ngéip ngimg cham vao vai toi. Ngon tay ctia anh ta gip
co bap ran chéc cta toi voi rut lai voi vé thic méc.

“Toi da durge nghe ndi vé nhitng sinh vat khic ngudi c6 the ubn thoi gian theo ¥ ho. DAy thit B mot ngy ky diéu, ding khong, Kit? anh da bao gio nghi
la s& biét mot nguoi se soi thoi gian chira? Chiing ta phai can thin khi ¢ canh ¢4 ay, di nhién r6i, néu khong ching ta c6 the bi vrdng vao mang ctia c6 dy
va lac duong mat.” Guong mit Harriot day vé ao udc, lam nhu anh ta cé thé tan hudng viéc bi bat toi mdt thé gidi khac vay.
“Va diéu g dua c6 toi ddy, ba Roydon?” Giong néi trdm trim ctia Walter cit ngang tiéng 6n 4o ban tan.
“Cha ctia Diana la mjt hoc gia,” Matthew tra 101 thay toi. Tiéng thi tham himg tha lai bi dap tit bang mdt cai phét tay ctia Walter. “Me ¢ 4y ciing vay.
Ca hai déu Ia phu thuy va da chét trong mdt tinh huong bi an.”
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“D6 1a didu ma ching ta cling chia sé¢, D-D-Diana a,” Henry ndi v6i mt cai ring minh. Trudc khi t6i kip hoi vi ba tudc xemy anh ta i gi, Walter da viy
tay ra hiéu cho Matthew.

“Hau qua 14 s gido duc danh cho ¢6 Ay vdi tir cach i mot phi thily da. .. bi bo qua,” Matthew tiép tuc.

“that d& dang lam hai mot phi thity nhu thé.” Tom nhéin nit. “Tai sao & Tan Thé Gidi trong turong lai lai thiéu quan tim dén mot sinh vt khac ngudi nhur
thé?”

“Phep thuat va lich str gia dinh lau doi cta t6i khong c6 y nghia i voi t6i ca. anh phai hleu diéu d6, gidng nhur anh mubn vurot khoi sy han ché xudt thin
ctia anh vAy.” Toi nhin Kit, con trai thg dong gidy, hy vong tim thdy mot sur tan dong néu khong phéi i cam thong, nhung anh ta quay mat di.

“D6t nat 1 mot t6 161 khong thé tha thir.” Kit King ting voi mdt méu hua d6 dang 16i ra khoi mot trong hing ta nhitng vét rach trén chiéc 4o chén den ciia
anh ta.

“Vay | khong trung thanh,” Walter noi. “Tiép tuc di, Matthew.”

“Diana c6 18 khong duoc day db nhirg ngon nghé phi thity, nhung ¢6 Ay khong hé dét nat. ¢6 Ay ciing | mdt hoc gia,” Matthew néi véi vé tu hio, “voi
niém dam m€ danh cho thudt gia kim”

“Nhitng nha gia kim tiéu thu ching 1 gi hon ngoai nhitng triét gia x6 bép,” Kit cudi khdy, “himg thi véi viée cai thién sic da ctia ho hon 1a hiéu biét cac
bi mat cua tur nhién.”

“T6i nghién ctru thudt gia kim trong thur vién — khong phai trong bép,” t6i viic lai, quén ca diéu chinh ngit diéu hay trong 4m ctia minh. Mt Kit md lon.
“Sau d6 t6i1 giang day cho sinh vién vé dé tai nay ¢ trueong dai hoc.”

“Ho s& dé phu nit day 6 truong dai hoc u?” George Ién tiéng, t vé vira thich thii vira kho chiu,

“Con duoc nhin vao dai hoc nita,” Matthew dép, dura tay vudt sdng mili vé 4y nay. “Diana da hoc ¢ Oxford.”

“Piu d6 hiin da m ting s ngwoi tham dy céc bai giing,” Walter lanh ling binh luan. “Phy nir ma duge phép 6 mit & Oriel thi t0i c6 1& da Ay thém
dugc mdt céi bang khac nita. Va ¢ phai cac nit hoc gia da bi tan cong trong thude dia twong lai & dau d6 tai Bac Roanoke khong?” D6 1a mot két ludn
hop 1y dugc riit ra tir cau chuyén ctia Matthew.

“khong phai tit ca bon ho. Nhung Diana da tim thiy mot cudn sach bj thit lac ¢ trrdng dai hoc.” Céc thanh vién ciia B Iii Bong dém ciing nhom day.
Vi nhdém ngudi ndy, nhiing cuon séch that lac con dugc quan tim hon ca nhimg phi thity d6t nét va cac nit hoc gia. “Né chira thong tin bi mét vé thé
gi6i ctia cac sinh vat khac nguoi.”

“Cudn sach ctia nhimg Diéu Huyén B, dugc cho réng s& hé 16 cho ching ta biét vé ngudn gdc ctia ching ta w?” Kit trong thét kinh ngac. “Trudc ddy anh
ban khong bao gio hirng thi voi nhitng truyén thuyét d6 ma, Matthew. Thyrc ra anh con bac bo, coi chung 1 trd mé tin.”

“Gior thi t61 d4 tin chiing, Kit. Kham phé ctia Diana da mang ké th téi cira nha ¢ 4y.”
“Va anh da & ciing ¢d 4y. Vi thé keé this ctia ¢6 Ay da cdy chdt cira va vao nha.” Walter lic dau.

“Tai sao 115 hre quan tim ctia Matthew lai ¢6 hau qua tham khdc nhur :ché?” George hoi. Céc ngon tay anh ta lan tim c&i bang hua soc miu den giit cip
kinh méit d€ budc chat trén chiec 4o chén. Chiéc 4o chén duge x€p diém hop thoi trang phia trén bung anh ta va chat i¢u d6 kéu st soat nhur mdt cai thi
dung bdt yén mach mdi khi anh ta cir ddng. George ning gong kinh tron trén mit va sim soi toi nhur thé t6i | mdt vét nghién ciru moi day thi vi.

“Boi vi phi thity va wearh b cAm khong dugc phép hét hon,” Kit nhanh nhau néi. Toi chira bao gidr nghe thiy tir wearh trudc ddy, véi am gié w & dau
va am trong hong & cuoi.

“yéu tinh va wearh ciing thé.” Walter siét manh vai Kit canh céo.
“thit sa0?”” George chdp mit nhin Matthew, rdi lai nhin t6i. “Nit hoang cAm mdt cude hon phdi nhur thé u?”

“Po 1a mdt théa ude cd xua giita cac sinh vat khac nguoi, khong ké nao dam lam trai.” Tom 19 vé s hai. “Nhitng ké vi pham s& bi Dai Hoi Déng triéu
tap va bi trimg phat.”

Chi nhitng ma ca rong nhiéu tudi nhu Matthew mdi ¢6 thé nhé duge mot thoi ky trude khi thoa wde duoce thiét p cac sinh vat khac nguoi da hanh xir ra
sa0 vi nhau va anh huong twong tac t6i loai ngudi xung quanh ching toi nhur thé ndo. “khong két than gitta cac sinh vét khac loar” 1 udt I quan trong
nhét, va Dai Hoi D@)ng khéng ché kiém soat su phén céch d6. Tai nang cua chiing t6i — sy sang tao, sttc manh, nang luc siéu nhién — khong thé ndo
khong ndi bat khi ¢ trong mdt nhém 1an 1on cac loai. Piéu do6 ciing nhur sirc manh ctia mdt phi thity m ndi bat ning lwong sang tao ciia bat cir yéu tinh
ndo & gan, va thién ti & mot yéu tinh khién vé dep ctia ma ca rong thém an twong, V& phin cac mdi quan hé ciia ching t6i v6i loai ngudi, ching toi phai
giir kin than phan & mirc t5i da va tranh xa finh virc chinh tri, ton giéo.

Ngay sang nay, Matthew da khing khang c6 qua nhiéu vin @& khac dang ddi dién voi Dai Hoi Dong & thé ky mudi sau ndy — chién tranh t6n gido, thiéu
song ngudi di gido, nan doi lan tran, thir vt lidu xa la va ky quai m6i ddy tir cong nghé in 4n — khién cho cc thanh vién trong hoi dong nay chéng hoi strc

https://thuviensach.vn



dau ma phién long voi mot chuyén quéa tam thurong nhur mot phu thily va mjt ma ca rong yéu nhau. Ctr theo nhur cac sy kién nguy hiém khién nguoi ta
phai hoang mang xay ra ké tir khi t6i gip Matthew vao cuoi thang Chin, thi t6i thay chuyén nay that khé ma tin noi.

“Dai Hoi Pong ndo thé?” George thich thi hoi. “Day ¢6 phéi i mdt gido phéi mdi nao d6 khong?”

Walter phét 1 cau hoi cia ban minh va trao cho Matthew mdt cai nhin xuyén thiu. Sau d6, anh ta quay sang toi. “c6 van ¢6 cubn sach nay chi?”
“khong ai c¢6 nd ca. N6 da quay vao trong thur vién rdi. Cac phi thity trong doi t6i s& goi n6 ra cho bon ho.”

“Vay c0 bj san dudi vi hai ly do. mjt s0 ké mudn tréanh xa mdt wearh, nhimg ké khéc xem ¢6 nhur phurong tién can thiét dé dat duoe mot cai két nhur y.”
Walter vu6t song mii va nhin Matthew ve mét moi. “Céu ding a thoi nam cham chuyén thu hit rac r6i, ban t61 oi. Va chuyén nay khong thé xay ra vao
thoi diém nao khong thich hop hon lic ndy. Le ky niém thuong nién cia nir hoang s€ dicn ra trong chua day ba tuan nita. anh ban duoc trong doi c6 mit
tai tricu dinh day.”

“Pimng ban tm t4i I& ky niém ciia nit hoang! Ching ta cling ching duoc an toan voi mot nguoi se soi thoi gian ¢ ddy dau. ¢6 ta c6 thé thiy s6 menh cla
moi ngurdi ching ta. ¢6 phu thily nay c6 the stra lai twong lai cia chiing ta, néu khong may min — thm chi s& chét somhon day.” Kit bat day tir chice ghe
banh dang ngdi dén dung trude Matthew. “Thé quai ndo anh ¢6 thé lam chuyén nay chir?”

“Duéng nhu cai thuyét vo thin duoe tan duong thai qua cta cdu da lam héng cau mét rdi, Kit a,” Matthew than nhién ni. “Téi e 1 rdt cudc anh ban co
thé phai tra 101 cho nhitng tdi 16i ctia minh chir nhi?”

“T6i c6 thé khong tin vao viée lamphiic va sirc manh than thanh nhu anh, Matthew, nhung thé giéi ndy con ¢6 nhiéu hon nhing gi anh miéu ta trong
nhirng cuon sach triét hoc clia anh. Va ngudi phy nit nay — a phu thily niy — khong duge phép xen vao cong viée ctia chiing ta. anh ¢6 thé 1a n6 I ctia
c6 ta, nhung t6i khong dinh dt turong lai cua t6i vao tay c6 ta!” Kit bt lai

“Doi mt chiit.”” Anh méit dang tré nén kinh ngac hr6t qua gwong mit George. “C6 phéi anh tir Chester dén vai ching t6i khong, Matthew, hay . ..

“khong. anh khong duogc tra 1o, Matt,” Tom dot ngdt ndi véi vé sang sudt.” Janus da dén voi ching ta i ¢ muc dich nao d6, va ching ta khong dugc
phép can thiép.”

“n6i chuyén cho 1 tri vao, Tom— néu anh c6 thé,” Kit ndi giong nham hiém
“mdt mit, Matthew va Diana nhin vé qua khir. Mat khac, ho xemxét ca twrong lai,” Tom ndi, khong thém dé thm dén sy ct ngang ctia Kit.
“Nhung néu Matt khong phai. . .” George kén tiéng rdi roi vao im Bing.

“Tom noi ding,” Walter cdc can noi. “Matthew E ban clia ching ta va da de nghi sur gitp do ctia ching ta. Theo nhur t6i nhé thi day 1 an du tién anh
ay lam vay. Do 1a tat ca nhitng gi ching ta can biet.”

“anh ta doi hoi qua nhiéu,” Kit bé lai.

“Qua nhiéu u? N6 that it 6i va mudn ming, theo nhur t6i thiy. Matthew da tra ti@zn cho mot trong nhiing con tau cta 61, da clru djén trang ctia Henry, da
gitr George va Tomduoc ¢ trong sach v6 va mo mong mot thoi gian dai. Con vé phan anh ban — Walter nhin Marlowe tir dau dén chin — moi thir trén
ngudi anh — tir cac y trong cla anh cho t6i ly rugu cudi cling va cai mil trén dau anh kia — déu phai cam on sur trong dai tir t€ ctia Matthew Roydon day.
Danh mdt bén d6 an toan cho vgr anh ay trong con giong bao hién nay Ia diéu it i chang dang gi khi demra so sanh.”

“Camon, Walter.” Matthew trong nhe nhdm hén, nhung nu cudi anh chuyén sang t6i lai ¢6 vé ngap ngimg, Chién thing tnrdc nhitng ngudi ban ciia anh
— cu thé [h Walter — d4 difn ra khé khiin hon anh dur tinh.

“Ching ta s& can dung 1én mot cau chuyén dé giai thich lim thé nio vo anh téi day,” Walter trAm ngamnéi, “thir gi @6 1am phan tan sy chi y khoi vé la
ling ctia ¢ ay.”

“Diana ciing can mjt thy gido nita,” Matthew thém.
“c6 Ay phai duoc day db chit it cung cach, tht nhién i thé,” Kit can nhén.
“khong, gido vién ctia ¢d Ay phai B mdt phi thity khéc,” Matthew chita lai 1oi anh ta.
Walter thot ra mdt tiéng trdm trdm hai hude. “Toi nghi ngd c6 phi thity néo trong vong bén kinh hai muoi diim & Woodstock néy. khong, khi ma anh
dang song ¢ day.”
“Con cudn sach nay thi sao, ba Roydon?” George rit tir cai ti 4n trong clﬁécrquﬁn chén ngiin dang phong ra mdt cay viét nhon mau xam boc trong soi
vai. anh ta liém dau cay but chi va gio n6 1én vé cho doi. “Ba co thé cho t6i bict kich thudc va ndi dung cuia no khong? Toi s€ timnd ¢ Oxford.”
“Cubn sich c6 thé doi” t0i noi. “DAu tién ti can quan 4o thich hop. Toi khong thé ra khdi nha véi do khoac clia Pierre va chiée véy m chi gai Matthew
da mic dé dén dy dam tang ctia Jane Seymour dugc.”
“Ra khoi nha u?” Kit cuoi nhao. Y nghi cuc ky dién ro.”
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“Kit ding ddy,” George n6i vé ly lm tiéc. anh ta da viét mot ghi chii vio trong cudn séch ctia minh. “Céich n6i chuyén ctia ba khién ba c6 vé ky la ¢ xir
anh nay. Toi s& lay lam vui suéng duoc chi dan ba vai bai dien thuyét truée dam dong, ba Roydon.” Y turong George Chapman dong vai Henry Higgins
voi Eliza Doolittle ctia t6i da da khién toi thiet tha mong chd roi.

“khong nén cho phép ¢ 4y n6i gi ¢, Matt. anh phai giit cho c6 dy im king,” Kit khing khiing,

“Cai chiing ta c:?m 12 mOt phu nit, ai d6 dé khuyén béo Diana. Tai sao lai khong ¢ mdt c6 con gai, vo hay tinh nhan ndo d6 cuia nam ngudi cac anh nhi?”
Matthew yé€u cau. sy im ling bao trim tat ca.

“Walter?” Kit tinh quéi hoi, khién canh dan 6ng con lai cuoi 16 1én va lim diu bau khong khi néing né nhur mdt con bdo mia he thdi qua cin phong. Ngay
ca Matthew cling hoa theo.

Pierre budc vao khi tiéng cudi da ing xuéng, da tung Ién nhitng canh hirong théo va oai hwong nh6 virong vai gitta 16i vao duoc dit ¢ d6 dé ngan hoi
am udt khoi lan ra khdp ngdi nha. Ciing lic 4y, nhimg chlec chudng bt dau ngan diém mudi hai gio. Giong nhu e vira nhin thay nhitng qua mdc qua,
sur két hop ciia 4m thanh va mii hrong mang t6i quay vé Madison.

Qué khtr, hién tai va twrong lai hoi ngd. Con hon ca viée thio mdt cudn chi long, mot khic yén tinh nhur thé thoi gian ngimg troi. Toi hit mot hoi thét manh.
“Diana?”” Matthew goi, do iy khuyu tay toi.

Thir gi d6 mau xanh lam va h phach, mdt lan song dnh sang v miu sic thu hit sw chi ¥ ctia 6i. N6 don chit vao mdt goc phong, noi khong ¢6 g khéc
xen vira ngoai mang nhén va bui bam. Nhur bi thoi mién, t6i co di chuyén vé phia nd.

“C6 phai ¢b 4y sap ngit khong?” Henry hoi, girong mét anh ta xuét hién trong tim nhin ctia t6i, bén trén b vai ctia Matthew.
Tiéng chudng ngan nga dimg lai, va mii hoa oai hirong nhat dan. Séc xanh lam va hd phach Iip loang chuyén thanh x4m va tréing trrde khi bién mt.
“Emxin 16i. Em nghi | minh da thiy thir gi d6 & goc phong kia. Han 14 4nh sang da danh lira it em,” t6i vira noi vira 4p ban tay lén mé.

“C6 I8 em dang chiu sirc ép ctia khoang cach thoi gian, mon coeur,” Matthew thi thao. “anh da hira véi emmot chuyén di dao trong khuon vién. Emra
ngoai ctng anh dé cho thoang dang dau 6c ch?”

Co € d6 1a di chiung do chuyén du hanh vurot thoi gian, khong khi trong lanh c6 thé s& gitip ich. Nhung ching t6i vira méi dén, va Matthew da khong gap
nhirng ngudi ban nay hon bon the ky roi.

“anh nén & cting céc ban,” t6i n6i chiic nich, du anh mit lai lo dang hudng ra cira so.

“Bon ho s€ ¢ day }ﬁng ruou khi ching ta quay lai,” Matthew mim curdi ndi, 10i quay sang Walter. “T6i s& dura Diana di xem ngdi nha ctia c6 dy va dé
dambao c6 ay biet duong di 10i lai trong cac khu vuon.”

“Chung ta s& can phai n6i chuyén thém nira,” Walter nhéic nho. “Con c6 cong viée phai thao uan.”

Matthew gt d4u va vong tay quanh eo toi. “C6 thé doi ma.”

Chiing t6i roi Bé i Bong dém trong can phong khach 4m ap va huéng vé phia cira ra vio. Tom mét himg v6i miy rac r01 clia ma ca rong va phu thiy, lai
mai me doc sach. George cling frong ty, dang chim dm trong nhiing suy nghi v ban ron v16t lach ghi chép vao cubn sb tay. Anh mit Kit day vé do xét,
Walter thi dé chimg, con 4nh mét Henry ddy s cam thong, Ba nguoi dan 6 ong do trong giong nhur nhitng con qua ac v6i bd canh den va nét mét dam
chiéu. N6 goi cho i nhé dén diéu Shakespeare chang bao lu nita s& n6i vé nhom ngudi khéc thurong nay.

“N6 bét dau nhur thé nao nhi?” Toi khé im bam. “Mau den I huy hiéu ctia dia nguc u?”

Matthew dam chiéu. “Mau den 1a huy hiéu cua dia nguc/ Mau cua ngyc tu va traong hoc ctia bong dém.”

“Mau ctia tinh ban thi s& chinh xéc hon ddy,” t6i noi. Toi da timg théty Matthew diéu khién nhimg ké dén doc séch trong thur vién Bodleian, nhung sy anh
hudng ctia anh Ién nhitng ngudi nhu Walter Raleigh va Kit Marlowe thi van that bat ngo. “Li€u c¢6 dieu gi ho s& khong lam vi anh khong, Matthew?”’

“Céu Chuia cho chiing ta khong bao gidr biét dwroc,” anh n6i ddy vé u am
Ban dang doc truyén Mdar Md Phu Thiy dugc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Vao sang thir Hai, 61 méic ket trong van phong ctia Matthew. N0 toa lac gitra cén budng ciia Pierre va mdt phong nho hon duoc ding dé giai quyét cac
cong viéc dién trang, va ¢6 tam nhin hurdng ra canh cong ctia ngdi nha cting con duong 1on Woodstock.

Hau hét c4c anh chang — gio t0i da biét ho 10 hon, dudng nhu phit hop viée tu tap hon 1 Be It Bong dém to tat kia — dang giam minh trong cai Matthew
2oi la phong &n sang, cling uong ruou bia va phét huy tri trdng tuong vi dai ctia ho cho cau chuyén tiéu sir clia toi. Walter camdoan voi t6i la khi hoan
thanh né s& giai thich cho sw xuét hién dot ngdt ciia t61 & Woodstock cing nhitng cur dén to md va giam bét nhiing thic méc lién quan dén t6 tién va xuét
than ky quai ctia toi.

Nhirng diéu ho dung Ién thét bi thong cuong diéu hét mirc. Piéu nay ciing khong c6 i ngac nhién khi hai nha viét kich cur trd trong nha ching t6i, Kit va
George, 1 nguoi phéc hoa 1én cac diém then chdt ctia kich ban. Cac nhan vét bao gdm cha me nguoi Phép da chét, nhitng g3 quy toc ham loi da him
hai mdt dira tré mo c6i khong duoc bao vé (1 t01), va nhiing lao gid dam dang am muru hily hoai danh tiét cta t6i. Cau  chuyén chuyén thanh mot thién
anh hing ca voi nhiing thir thach tinh than, ctng lan cai gido tir Cong gido sang thuyet Cavin. Nhitng chuyén nay dan dén chuyén Iuu ddy ty nguyén trén
bo bién ctia nhimg ngudi theo dao Tin lanh ¢ nurée anh, nhiéu nim sdng cude doi thdp hén nghéo kho, rdi An giai ciru tinh cor cia Matthew va long quan
tam quy trong dén ngay lp tirc. George (nguoi that sur c6 vé gl d6 na nd mot ba gido gia) hira s& kém cip t6i cu thé khi ho hoan thanh xong chi tiét cau

chuyén.

Toi dang tan huong doi chat yén inh, mot thir tién nghi hlem hoi trong ngdi nha dong dic c6 kich thurde the ndy dudi thoi Elizabeth. Giong mot dira tré
réc rdi, Kit luén phén dodn mt cach chinh xac thoi diém toi t& nhit dé dura t6i mot 1 thu, thong bao an tdi, hay d& nghi Matthew gitp do van dé gi do.
Con Matthew thi trong tam trang héo hire, hoan toan ¢6 thé thong cam, khi dwoc & bén nhitng ngudi ban nmi anh khong bao gidr hy vong giip lai.

hién tai anh dang 6 cing Walter con t6i dang chii tam vao mot cudn sach nho  trong khi doi anh quay lai. anh roi khoi chiéc ban ké canh cira s0, bira bon
nhimg t0i dung bit 1ong ngdng da dugc got sic va nhing lo thiy tinh dyng day mye. Céc dung cu 0 ding khac ciing la liét bay ra gan do6: mot thoi sap
& gan xi thr tin, mdt con dao mong dé mo thur tir, mot cdy nén, mot lo ric bang bac. Mon do cudi cing niy khong phai dung ddy mudi ma Ia cat, miy
qua trimg c6 san ciia t6i vao sang nay da chimg minh diéu do.

trén ban cua i cling dé mot lo ric tuong tur dé giip cho myc gidy khoi bi nhoe, mdt lo mre den duy nhét va ba chiéc bit murc van con d6. Toi hién
dang pha tung chiéc but thr tur v6i nhitng dudng lron xoén phire tap ciia chit viét tay thoi Elizabeth. Viéc lip mot danh sach viée cén thyc hién dang &
ra phai ngon lanh. Vi tw cach mot sir gia, t0i da danh hang ndm troi doc cac ban viét tay ¢b va biét chinh xAc ‘nhimg 14 thur tréng ra sao, nhing tir nao
thong dung nhét, con cac chon hra danh van ching ti noi t6i chdn ciia t6i thi chi duoc thure hién khi ¢ vai cudn tir dién va céc quy tic ngit phap sin co
¢ do.

Hoa ra thach thirc lai khong ndm & chd biét im c4i gi ma 1 thure hanh n6 nhur thé nao. Sau nhiéu nam lam viéc dé tro thanh chuyén g trong finh vire
nay, gio day ti lai la mot sinh vién. Chi c6 diéu lan nay muc tiéu ctia t6i khong phai hleu vé qua khir ma | song trong d6. Vi thé méi ¢6 trai nghiém khiém
nhudng ndy, va tat ca nhitng gi toi xoay s¢ dugc 1 tao ra mt md 16n x0n trén trang gidy dau tién ctia cudn sd bo tii moi tinh ma Matthew dura cho toi

sang nay.

“N6 tong duong voi mdt cai may tinh xéch tay & thoi Elizabeth ddy,” anh giai thich, dua t6i cuén sach mong, “Em can viét nhing 14 th tay va thir gi do
dé viét ching ra.”

Diana

mot \{é’t mure dAm & chd t6i éiq Xlléng bét dAu viét chit D va dén Itc viét ti chit A Cu61 cung thi cai bL'It‘ da hét muc. Du vay, 10 luc ;ﬁa to1 cling [a mot vi
duy dien hinh dang trén trong ve chir viét nghiéng trong thoi ky nay. Ban tay t6i di chuyén chém hon nhiéu so véi Matthew khi anh vict nhiing 1 thur theo
kiéu chir viet toc ky nguéch ngoac. D6 1a chit viét tay ctia ludt su, bac siva cac chuyén mon khac, nhung lic nay qua khé doi véi toi.

Bishop

Chir ndy bat dau dep hon roi. Nhung nu cuoi cia t6i da nhanh chéng bién mit, ho ctia toi dau con thé nay. Gio t6i da 1 gai ¢6 chong. Toi chim but
nmre.

de Clermont

Diana de Clermont. N6 khién t6i nghe 6 vé gidng mot nit ba tude, chir khong phai mt str gia. mot giot muc rét xudng thAm w6t trang gidy phia dud6i.
Toi bat ra mit tiéng ria tlmm céi vét ban den xi kJa May ma n6 khong x6a mat t€n toL. Nhu'ng d6 ciing khong phai 14 tén toi. Toi im nhde cai chim mire
phia trén “de Clermont” rdi. Dit sao moi ngurdi van ¢6 thé doc duogc. Toi da viét déu tay va nén ndt cac chir that ding

Roydon

DG Ia tén by gios ctia toi. Diana Roydon, vg clia nhén vt it ngurdi biét dén nhét da fién két tao nén Be il Bong dém bi an kia. Toi xem lai c trang gidy.
Chir viet tay cua 61 ding la mot tham hoa. N6 chang giong chit nao véi nhig gi t6i da thay trong ban vit tron tria, gon gang cua nha héa hoc Robert
Boyle hodc nguroi chi gai xudt séc cua 6ng, Katherine. T6i hy vong chir viét tay ctia phu nit thoi diém 1590 xau hon thoi ky 1690. Thém vai nét but nira
va mt nét hat cong bay budm cudi cliing 1a t6i s€ hoan thanh.

Pay 14 s6 cia b dy

C6 tiéng dan 6ng vang én & bén ngoai. Toi cau may, dat but xudng va di t6i bén ctra so.

Matthew va Walter dang & bén dudi. Nhitng khung kinh da can b6t tiéng hai nguoi, nhung chit dé néi chuyén rd rang khong vui vé gi, ¢6 thé thay tir nét
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mat bi ]é{nphién cua Matthew va hang Iong miy dyung lén ctia Raleigh. Khi Matthew lam m0t cir chi t6 y bac bo va quay ngudi bude di, Walter lién ngin
anh lai bang ban tay kién quyét.

C6 diéu gi d6 dang im phién Matthew ke tir lic anh nhan duoc tip thur dau tién sang nay. khong khi trdm king bao phi ly anh, roi anh giit tap thur d6
ma khong m6 ra xem. Mic du anh giai thich rang nhitng 14 thu nay giai quyet sy vu dét dai binh thuong, nhung chac chin con dicu gi d6 hon ca cac yéu
cau ve thueé ma va hoa don.

Toi ép long ban tay 4m néng 1én 6 cira s6 lanh 1o nhur thé chi duy nhét tamkmh do chan giita t6i va Matthew. Tro choi nhiét d6 goi cho i nhé dén sur
d6i lap gitra phi thily mau nong va ma ca rong méu lanh. Toi quay tré vé chd ngdi va cam cy but lén.

“Cubi cing, em da quyét dinh d¢ lai diu 4n cta minh 6 thé ky muoi sau roi.” Matthew dot nhién da ¢ ngay canh t6i. Khée mdi anh cong kén biu I niém
wvui thich nhung khong hoan toan che giau duoc vé cang thang ¢ anh.

“Emyﬁn khong chéc viée sang tao ra mot vt ky niém hru giit lau dai trong thoi gian em & ddy la mot y tuong hay,” t6i thi nhn. “mdt hoc gia ¢ trong lai
¢0 thé nhin ra di€u ky la trong d6.” Nhu Kit da biét dugc c6 diéu gi d6 khong 6n voi toi.

“Dimg lo. Cudn s6 s& khong rdi khoi ngdi nha nay.” Matthew véi t6i chong thur tir ciia anh.
“anh khong thé chic chin vé diéu do,” toi phan doi.

“Hay d¢ lich st tur quyét dinh, Diana,” anh n6i vé quyét dodn, nhur thé vin dé nay by gitr da duoe khép lai. Nhung t6i khong thé bo miic twong lai — hay
i lo ling vé nhitng tic dong do s hién dién ctia ching t6i & qua khir ¢6 thé anh hudng t6i nd.

“Emvan khong nghi I ching ta nén dé Kit gitr quan co d6.” Hoi tre vé viée Marlowe dic théing khua 1én bire trong nho xiu hinh it thn Diana da 4m
anh t6i. ¢6 4y dong vai quan hau tring trong bo cd vua bang bac dt i ctia Matthew va la mot trong s cac mon do toi da dimg dé huoéng téi dia diém
thich hop trong qua khir. Hai yéu tinh tré tudi khong quen biét, Sophie Norman va chdng c6, Nathaniel Wilson, da bt ngd mang n6 dén ngdi nha ciia di
61 & Madison ngay vao liic ching t6i quyét dinh di xuyén thoi gian.

“Kit da duong duong chinh chI'nhthéngno tir anh vao t6i qua — khi anh chang ¢6 yd]nh]amthé It nhét fannayanhco thé thiy anh ta xoay sO' v6i nd thé
n30. anh ta lim phién anh vi quén xe méi.” Matthew ngody but viét mot phong thur v6i toc d6 dang ghen ty r0i gap c4c trang g1ay lai thanh mOt t3p gon
gh€. anh tha mot giot miu do son nung chay vao mép l4 thu trude khia 4n chiéc nhAn c6 ddu 4n riéng cta anh 1én d6. BE mit bang vang cta chiéc nhan
mang mot hinh khiic don gian ciia Sao Moc, khong phai ci biéu turong tinh vi phirc tap hon ma Satu da dét trén da thit t6i. Dau xi kéu lach tach khi
ngudi di. “khdng hiéu bing cach ndo ma quan hau tring ctia anh lai di duoc tir Kit i chd mot gia dinh phi thily & Bic Carolina. Chiing ta phai tin ring
16 s& lai xdy ra nhu vay mot lan nita, dit c6 hay khong c6 sur tro gitip ctia ching ta.”

“Kit khong biét em tir truée. Va anh ta khong thich em”

“Con nhiéu Iy do hon dé khong phéi o Eing gi ca. Chimg ndo n6 con khién anh ta nhin théty nét giong nit than Diana, anh ta s& khong thé ri n ra dau.
Christopher Marlowe 1a mdt nguoi kho dam hang dau.” Matthew cam Ién mdt 1a thu khac va rach n6 ra bang con dao ctia anh.

Toi kiém tra cac mon do khéc c6 trén ban minh va Ky ra mot dong tién xu. Kién thirc thiét thuc v tién 8 thoi E]jzabeth von khong nim trong nhitng gi
61 duogc hoc. Ciing khong ¢ cach quan Iy mdt ngdi nha, trt ty ding dén trong Vlec mac quan 4o lot, tén goi cac cap bac cta nguoi héu, hay cach Am
mot liéu thude cho chimg dau dau ctia Tom. Nhirng cude thao ludn vdi Frangoise Vvé th quan 4o lai tiét 16 sw d6t nét cia toi vé cach goi tén nhitng niu
séc thong thuong, “Mau xanh phan ngdng” chiing la ddi véi t6i, nhung céi sic bong ky di ctia mau ndu toc hoa ram lai duoc biét dén nhur 1 “méu 1ong
chudt” thi toi ching biét. Do d6, céc trai nghiém nay khién tdi ¢6 ké hoach de doa sir gia d4u tién vé tridu dai Tudor mé t6i gip ngay khi trd vé dé hoi vé
101 am viée thiéu trach nhiém.

Nhung cling ¢6 diéu hap dan trong qué trinh khim ph4 ra nhiing chi tiét ctia cude song hing ngay, va t6i nhanh chéng quén di ndi buc bdi ctia minh. Toi
kiém qua mdt hrot cac ddng xu trong long ban tay, tim mdt dong xu bang bac. NG Ia nén tang co s6 dé xdy dung Ién nhitng kién thirc tam thoi ctia 6.
Bong xu khong lén hon ngon tay cdi cua t6i 1 bao, nd mong nhu mot cai banh xop, va cting duge khéic khudn niit nhin nghiéng ciia Nit hoang Elizabeth

nhu hau het nhimng dong xu khéc. Toi sip chd xu con lai lan hrot theo gi tri ciia chiing va bét dau dé cap ching theo thir tur trén trang gidy tring ké tiép
trong cudn sd clia toi.

“Camon, Pierre,” Matthew thi thAm noi, chi hoi liéc nhin Ién khi ngudi hiu ctia anh mang di nhimg 14 thu da dwoc niém phong va dat thém céc thur tir
khac 1én mat ban.

Ching t6i ngdi viét trong khong gian im king d& chiu. Toi nhanh chong hoan thénh danh séch tién xu, ¢4 nhé nhitng gi Charles, nguoi diu bép kigm 1o
trong nha, da day t6i cach lam mon stp nong cho ngurdi 6m— hay 1a mon sira dac ndng hoa rugu nhi?

C6ng thirc mbn stip nong cho ngurdi dm chita dau dau
Hai 1ong vi dong chit lién mach thing thém, ba vét mure nho xiu, va chit C hoi nghiéng nga, t6i tiép tuc.

Pt nuée dé dun soi. Panh tan hai long do trimg. Thém ruou tring va danh bong Ién. Nude s6i dé ngudi, rdi thém rrou va trimg, Khudy déu trong khi

nd s6i lai, thém nghé tdy va mat ong,

Két qué thir hdn hop d6 1 mau vang kinh khing ctia pho mat Am tir sira da gan kem — nhung Tomxi xup hip hét n6 ma khong kéu mot tiéng, Sau do,

Kkhi t61 hoi Charles ty 1€ hop Iy ctia mit ong va rugu, 6ng ta hat tay dang vé chan ghét trudc sy dot nat ctia toi va hién ngang bo di khong ndi mét 1oi.
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Puoc séng trong qué khir luén 1 niém khao khat thim kin cta t6i, nhung diéu ndy con khé khin hon nhidu so voi nhimg gi t6i timg hinh dung, Toi thés
dai.

“Em s& can nhiéu hon cubn s6 d6 dé cam thiy noi ddy nhur & nha.” Mt Matthew van khong roi déng thu cua anh. “Emnén c6 mdt phong riéng nita. Tai
sao emkhong dung can phong nay nhi? N6 dugc trang b day di nhur mot thur vién. Hozic em c6 thé bién n thanh modt phong thi nghiém thuét gia kim,
méc dii ¢6 1§ em mudn noi ndo do riéng tw hon néu dinh tién hanh bién chi thanh vang, mdt phong & canh bép ¢ 1§ thich hop day.”

“Khu bép khong phai a mdt y tudng hay dau. Charles khong thich em” t6i dap.

‘Ong 4y chang thich ai ca. Ca Francoise ciing thé — ngoai trir Charles, di nhién 1 thé, do 1 nguoi ¢b Ay sing bai nhu mdt vi thanh bét chip so thich vé
d6 ubng ctia 6ng ta.”

Tleng bude chan ving vang nén doc hanh lang. Nang Frangoise hay ché bai Xuat hién 6 ngudng cira. “C6 vai nguoi dén gip ba Roydon,” ¢6 ta thong
bdo rdi bude sang bén dé 16 ra mdt ngudi dan ong ngoai bay muoi tudi, méi toc mudi tiéu voi hai ban tay chai san va mdt ngudi dan ong tré hon nhidu
dang nhip nhém ddi hét chan nay t6i chén kia. khong ai trong sb ho 14 sinh vét khéc nguoi ca.

“Somers.” Matthew nhiu may. “Va d6 cé phai la Joseph Bidwell tré khong?”’

“Dling, ding, ong chil Roydon.” Ngudi dan ong tré hon nhic chiéc mi trén dau ra.

“Ba Roydon s& cho phép céc dng ldy sb do ngay bay i, Frangoise noi.

“Céc sb do u?” Cai nhin Matthew hudng vé phia t0i v Frangoise doi hoi mdt cau tra 1 — that nhanh.

“Gidy. Gang tay. Cho t1 vy 4o ctia madame,” Frangoise noi. khong giéng nhur vy 16t, gidy khong phai ai ciing di vira mt ¢& duroc.”

“Emda yéu cau Frangoise goi ho dén,” toi giai thich, hy vong tranh tht duoc sy hop tac cia Matthew. D61 mét Somers md 16n hon trude trong 4m la
ling ctia ti, sau d6 grong mit ong ta lai quay vé biéu cam ton kinh binh throng,

“Chuyén di ctia vo t6i gap kho khan ngoai y rruon, > Matthew ém i ndi, budc tdi dimg canh t6i, “va db dac ciia ¢6 Ay da bi mat. thit dang tiéc, Bidwell,
ching ta khong c6 chiéc gidy ndo dé anh am mau.” anh dit mot ban tay canh céo Ién vai toi, hy vong chin trude duoc bét it 16 binh luin ndo.

“Toi ¢6 thé chi, ba Roydon?” Bidwell hoi, ha minh xubng cho 6 khi céc ngdn tay ciia anh ta lo' limg ngay trén céc it bude doi gidy chang vira vin gi
voi hai ban chan t6i. P61 giay di muron ndy 1a mdt mon d6 cho khong, con t6i thi khdng phai 1a ngudi nhu t61 dang gia bo ic nay.

“Xin moi,” Matthew dap trudc khi t6i kip tra 1oi. Frangoise trao cho t6i mdt anh nhin cam thong, ¢6 Ay biét sw im king ctia Matthew Roydon 1 nhur thé
nao.

Ngudi dan ong tré giat minh khi anh ta tiép xtc voi ban chin dm ap va cac mach méu dép déu dan. 16 rang anh ta da trong chd d6 11 mot ban chén it strc
song va lanh I€o hon.

“Lamviéc cua cau di,” Matthew lanh ing ndi.

“Thua ngdi. Thura dire ngai. Ong chii Roydon.” Nguoi dan ong tré tudn ra gin hét cac danh xung ngoai trir “Thwa Bé ha” va “ Thira Hoang tir Bong
dém” Du sao miy céi ndy ciing bao hamy d6 roi.

“Cha cua cau dau ha, chang trai?”” Gipng Matthew diu dang hon.

“Ong 4y 6m liét girdng tir bén ngaty trude 1di a, thura dng chit Roydon.” Bidwell it ra mdt mianh vai ni tir mbt chiéc ti bude bén thét heng va dit timg
ban chan cua t6i kén do, r6i ding que chi than v& duong bao ngoai dang ban chén toi. anh ta con thém vai loi ghi chi trén miéng ni, hoan thanh nhanh
chéng, roi tha chan t6i ra. Bidwell lay ra mot cuon s6 ky la duge lam tir nhitng hinh vudng nhiéu mau sac, khiu lai bang cac dai day da va dua t6i cho

tOL

“Nhitng miu ndo dang duoc ra chudng, 6ng chi Bidwell?”” Toi hoi, phét tay vé phia cac mau da. Toi cin i khuyén chir khong phai mot thir nghiém
nhiéu lua chon.

“Céc quy ba sip sira vao triéu dang chudng mau tring c6 diém vang hoc bac.”

“Ching t6i s& khong vao triéu,” Matthew n6i nhanh.

“Thé thi miu den, va miu vang hung dep d&.” Bidwell ndng 1én mot dai da c6 miu caramen. Matthew dén iy n6 trude khi t6i kip n6i 1 ndo.

Sau d6 dén lrot nguoi dan ong nhiéu tudi kia. Ca ong ta ciing ngac nhién khi Cﬁm ban tay t6i va cam thiy cac vét chai trong long ban tay. Céc tiéu thur
¢6 gido duc ket hon vi nhirng ngurdi dan ong nhur Matthew s& khong cheo thuyén. Somers cam vao cho thit 161 kn trén ngon gilta cua toi. Céc vi phu

nhAn ciing khong c6 nhirng khoi thit chai do cam bt qua chat nhur the. Ong ta trurot mot chice ging tay mém nhur bo 1on qua kho vao ban tay phai cua
o1 mdt chiéc kim xau chi sgi duge ludn vao chiéc gang,
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“Cha cdu c6 duoc moi thir 6ng dy can chir, Bidwell?” Matthew hoi ngudi thy dong gidy.
“Véng, cdm on ngdi, ong chi Roydon,” Bidwell dap 11 kém theo mdt céi git dau.

“Charles s& giri cho 6ng Ay mon trimg sita va thit thi rimg,” D6i mét mau x4m bac ctia Matthew Bp lanh hwét trén dang nguoi giy go clia ngudi dan ong
tré. “Ca mit it ruou nira.”

“Ong Bidwell s& rt biét on 1ong nhan tir ctia ngdi,” Somers noi, nhitng ngén tay dng ta dang kéo soi chi xuyén qua miéng da dé chiéc ging tay wira khit.
“Con ai bi dm nira khong?”” Matthew hoi.

“Con ghi ctia Rafe Meadows bi mdt con sét kinh khing., Chiing t6i e ngai thay cho Edward gia, nhung 6ng ta chi bj Iy bénh st rét,” Somers dap ngin
gon.

“Ta tin con gai Meadows da hdi phyc roi.”
“khong,” Somers kéo gidt soi chi. “Chiing t6i vira an tang con bé ba ngdy trude, Chuia phit h cho linh hén con bé.”
“Amen,” moi ngudi trong phong cling ndi. Francoise nhudng 16ng niy va hit dau vé phia Somers. Toi voi ndi voi theo.

Cong viée ctia ho d két thiic, trong tun s& co gidy va ging tay cho t6i, ca hai nguoi dan ng cti chao rdi roi di. Franoise quay nguoi theo ho ra ngodi,
nhung Matthew ngin c0 ta lai.

“khong thém cude hen ndo nita cho Diana nhé.” Tinh nghiém trong trong giong ctia anh khong thé nhim 1An duroc. “Hay trong chimg dé Edward
Camberwell c6 mdt y ta chim soc ong dy va thire 3n, d6 ubng day du.”

Frangoise nhin gdi chao dang vé phuc ting, roi di véi mot cai liéc mét cam thong khac.

“Em so nhitng ngudi dan ng trong ing biét em khong thude vé noi nay.” Toi dura ban tay run rdy én vudt tran. “Céc nguyén am ctia em B ca mot vin
de. Va nhitng cau emnoi dang I€ nglt di€u phai di Ién thi no6 lai di xuong. Khi ndo moi ngudi phdi néi ‘amen’? Ai do can phai day em cach cau nguyén,
Matthew. Em phai bat dau tir dau do, va...?”

“Tr tir th6i no,” anh ndi, truot hai tay vong quanh 6m ldy céi eo duoc siét code-x¢€ cua toi. Ngay ca qua may 1op vai 4o, sur dung cham cua anh ciing
that ém 4i. “Pay khong phai mot cude thi van dap tai Oxford, em ciing khong cin phai ra nit lin dau. Nhoi nhét thong tin va nhdm di nham lai ciing s&
chang gitp duoc gi dau. Em nén hoi anh trure khi cho goi Bidwell va Somers.”

“Lam thé ndo anh c6 the gid vor | mdt nguroi moi, mdt ai d6 khic, hét n ndy t6i lan khac?” Toi thic méic. Matthew da phéi lim vie niy v0 s lan subt
nhiéu the ky khi anh gia vo chét di dé roi lai xuat hién & mot dat nude khac, ndi mot ngdn nglt khac va duge biet dén dudi mdt cai tén khac.
“‘Bi quyét dau tién 1a thoi gia vo.” Vé bbi rdi ciia t6i chiic hin qua rd rang, nén anh tiép tyc. “C6 nho diéu anh da n6i voi em & Oxford khong? Emkhong
the song gia doi, liéu c6 the gia vo la mot con ngudi khi thyre chat em la mot phu thiy hay 6 gang lam mdt than dan dudi thoi Elizabeth khi em dén tir the
ky hai muroi mot. hién tai day chinh la cugc song ctia em. Hay 0 dirng nghii dén né nhu mdt vai dien.”
“Nhung trong am ctia em, cach emdi dimg, ..” Tham chi t6i con nhan thiy chiéu dai cac budc chan toi di con lién quan téi bude di cta nhiing nguoi phuy
nit khc trong ngdi nha nay, nhung sy ché nhao cong khai ctia Kit vé dang di nam tinh ctia t6i da thanh tim diém chui y trong nha.
“Em & diéu chinh duoc. Trong khi d6, ngudi ta s& ndi ny ndi no. Nhung khong ¢6 y kién ciia ai & Woodstock ki quan trong ca. Em s& nhanh chong tré
nén quen thudc va 101 ban tan s€ dung lai thoi.”
T6i nhin anh vé nghi ngd. “anh khong biét 16 Eim vé& chuyén ngdi & d6i méch ding khong?”
“ii d€ biét em don gién B chi d& hiéu ky trong tuan ndy ddy.” anh liéc nhin cudn s ctia t0i, thu vao it nhitng vét muc va nét chit thiéu dat khodt rd
rang, “Em dang cam but qua chat. D6 1a Iy do vi sao ngoi biit gy lién tuc va mure s€ khong chay duge. Em cling dang nam lay cude doi moi clia em qua
chat.”
“Emkhong bao gid nghiin6 s& qua khé thé nay.”
“Em I mt nguroi hoc hoi nhanh va chimg ndo em con an toan ¢ Choi Gac Cb thi chimg d6 em van con ¢ gitta nhimg ngudi ban. Nhung thoi gian nay
khong c6 thém khach viéng thim dau nhé. Gio thi em dang viét gi the?”
“Tén em, hiu hét 13 thé.”
Matthew [t vai trang cudn s6, kiém tra xem t6i ghi chép gi. mot bén long méy nhuéng lén. “Em cling dang chuén bj cho céc bai kiém tra kinh té hoc va
viéc bép niic nita. Tai sao em khdng viet vé nhiing gi dien ra ¢ day trong ngdi nha nay thay vao d6?”
“B6i vi em can biét cach song & thé ky muroi sau nay. Di nhién, mot cubn nhat ky ¢6 & ciing hitu ich im.” T6i can nhéc kha ning nay. L& tét nhién viéc
d6 s& gifp ti thu xEp lai cam giac 1on xon v thoi gian ctia minh. “Em khong nén ding tén day di. Nhitng nguoi 6 ndm 1590 thuong ding tat chi cai dau
de tict kiém giay va mure. Va khong ai phan anh céc suy nghi va camxtic ca. Ho ghi chép v thoi tiét va cac tuAn mit trang.”
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“Nhitng diém dimg dau trong céc ghi chép bing tiéng anh & thé ky mudi sau con hru giit,” Matthew cudi noi.
“Phu nit ¢6 viét nhitng diéu gidng dan ong khong?”

anh dua méy ngon tay nang cém t0i kén. “Em ding I hét cach. Hay thdi lo king vé nhitng gi cac phy nit khac im di. Hay 1 chinh con nguoi dic biét cta
em” Khi t6i gat d4u, anh hon t0i rdi trd lai ban minh.

Cam cy but murc long hét mirc c6 thé, toi bat dau mot trang moi. Toi quyet dinh ding cac biéu trong thién vin hoc cho cac ngay trong tuan va ghi chép
vé thoi tiét ciing nhur mot vai diém kho hiéu vé cude song & Choi Gac Co. Bang cach d6 khong ai doc duoc ching trong turong lai ¢6 thé phat hién thdy
diéu g khac la. Hoic t6i hy vong thé.

Ngay 31 thang Muoi ndm 1590 nura, quang dang

Vio ngay ndy t6i da duoc gioi thidu voi ngudi ban t6t ctia chdng tdi CM

Ngay 1 thang Muoi mdt, 1590 lanh va khd

Negay tir sang som toi da duoc kim quen voi GC. Sau binh minh, TH, HP, WR dén, tit ca déu I ban ctia chong toi. Mt triing tron.

mit sb hoc gia trong turong lai c6 thé nghi ngd céc chit c4i hoa nay am chi vé Be Ii Bong dém, diic biét can cir theo cai tén Roydon & trang dau tién,
nhung s€ khong ¢6 cach nao chirng minh ca. Bén canh d6, vao giai doan nay, it hoc gid quan tim t¢i nhdm tri thire d6. Puoc gido duc theo phong cach
t6t nhét thoi ky Phuc Hung, cac thanh vién ciia Bé i Bong dém c6 thé chuyén tir ngdn ngit ¢d xua sang hién dai v6i tbe do déng kinh ngac. Tét ca bon
ho déu biét 1d vé Aristotle. Va khi Kit, Walter, cung Matthew bét dau noi chuyén chinh tri, von kién thirc nhu bach khoa toan thu cta ho vé lich sir, dia
Iy khién gan nhwr khong ai ¢6 thé theo kip. Thinh thoang, George va Tom ciing tim cach chen vao mdt y kién, nhung tat n6i lip va diéc nhe ctia Henry
khién anh khong thé tham gia tron ven vao nhimg cudc thao luén phirc tap ndy. anh danh hau hét thoi gian yén ling quan sét nhitng ngudi khéc voi mdt vé
ton trong bén 1&n, didu d6 that d& mén khi xét dén viée ngai ba tudc ¢ trde vi cao hon moi ngudi con lai trong phong, Néu khong phai c6 qua nhidu
nguoi, ¢o & toi cling s€ tham gia vao.

V& phan Matthew, anh ting I nha khoa hoc trdm tur nghién ngAm céc két qué thi nghiém ctia minh va lo Bing v& turong lai ciia cac loai. Toi da yéu mot
Matthew nhur thé, nhung e nay t6i nhdn ra minh dang phai long mot an nita phién ban ctia anh ¢ thé ky muroi sau, bi quyén rii boi vé cudn hit khi anh
cudi vang hay mbi 10 tmg dbi nhanh nhay dé bao vé cho mot quan diém triét hoc ndo d6. Matthew tham gia vao nhitg cau chuyén dia bén ban an t6i,
ngamnga nhiing bai hat trong cac day hanh lang. anh dtia gién vat 1on voi nhitng chia cho ctia minh bén 1o sudi trong phong ngi — hai chi cho tai cyp to
16n, ¢6 b 16ng xt1 tén Anaximander va Pericles. O Oxford hay mudc Phap hién dai, Matthew duong nhu luon phang phat nét buon Nhung tai
Woodstock néy, anh hanh phiic, tham chi ¢6 It t6i con bt gip anh dang nhin nhitng ngudi ban ctia minh nhur thé khong tin ndi ho co thu.

“anh nhan ra d4 nhé ho nhidu t6i mirc ndo phéi khong?”” Toi cét tiéng hoi, khong thé kim long ma cit ngang cong viée ctia anh.

“Ma ca rong khong thé suy ngm v& nhirng diéu da bo lai phia sau,” anh dap. “Bon anh s& phét dién mat. anh d ¢ nhicu thir dé nh¢ vé ho hon nhu:
nhitng 161 ho néi, cac burc chan dung cia ho. Du em lAng quén nhitng di€u nhd nhéit — mdt théi quen bi€u cam, tiéng cudi ctia ho.”

“B em giit keo caramen trong tiii 40,7 toi thi tham “EmXkhéng c6 ky trc nao vé ching, cho t6i liic & La Pierre.” Khi nhéim it lai, t6i c6 thé ngiri thay
i nhitng vién keo nho va nghe tiéng sot soat ctia giay bong kinh co vao 16p vai 40 mém ctia 6ng,

“Va gior ddy em s& khong tir bo nhing diéu da biét,” Matthew diu dang n6i, “ngay ca khi tir bo ndi dau d6.”

anh cam mdt 14 thu khac, cay but muyc lai sot soat ludt trén trang gidy. Anh nhin khe khit tap trung quay trd lai trén gurong niit, ciing voi mdt nép nhéin
nhé noi song miii. Toi bat chide goe dd anh cam cay but 1ong, do dai thoi gian trrde khi anh cham mire. that s 1 dé viét hon nhiéu khi ban khong cam
16 trong ban tay nam chét ctimg, T6i dura cy but Ién trang gidy & tur thé sin sang, chuan bi viét thém

Homnay 12 L& Céc Péng, mt ngiy I8 truyén thong dé twong nhd nhing nguoi da chét. Moi ngudi trong nha dang binh luén vé trén suong mi dy dac
lam dong bang hét 14 cay trong vuron. Ngay mai tham chi con lanh hon, Pierre cam doan vay.

Ngay 2 thang Muoi mit, 1590 swong mi

Do kich thude dong giay va lam ging tay. Fran-oise khau va.

Frangoise dang lam cho 61 mbt chiéc 40 choang khong tay dé chbng c4i lanh gi4 nay, mdt bo dd dm ép cho tiét trdi vao dong sap to1. co 4y da ¢ trong
tang gac mai subt ca budi sang, loc qua ti quan 4o bi bo di cua Louisa de Clermont. Nhimg b vay dai cta chi gai Matthew da 161 mdt sau muroi nam
101, v6i ¢b 40 vudng cling dng tay 4o hinh qua chudng, nhung Frangoise dang sira lai ching cho phtt hop hon voi cai ma Walter va George khing khing
1 phong cach thoi thuong va phi hop v6i voc dang kém xinh dep ctia t6i. ¢ dy khong vui khi phai xé rdi cac dudng may ndi mit bd vay miu den va
bac long lay, nhung Matthew nht dinh yéu cau. Vi B it Bong dém dang & trong nha, 6i can nhitng bd dd trang trong ciing nhur thém cac phuy kién khac
nita.

“Nhung tiéu thu Louisa d4 im d4m cuéi trong chiéc vay dai d6, thira dire ngai,” Frangoise phan dbi.

“Pling thé, v6i mot 1o gia tam muroi Eim tudi khong con cai, yéu tim va c6 nhitng dién trang sinh loi khong 1. Toi tin thir d6 con hon ca phin hoan lai

cho sy dau tu ctia gia dinh ndy vao do,” Matthew dap. “N6 s€ hop voi Diana cho t6i khi ¢6 ¢6 thé lam cho c6 ay thir gi d6 tot hon.”
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Cubn sb ctia 161 di nhién khong thé nhic dén cude trd  chuyén nay. Thay vao do, t6i lyra chon tir ngi cén than dé ching s& khong c6 ngliia gi vi bat clr ai
khéc, nhung lai goi Ién cho riéng t6i nhitng hinh anh séng dong vé nhitng ngudi cu thé, vé 4m thanh va nhimg cude noi chuyén. Néu cudn s6 nay sdng sot
duoc, mot doc gia trong lai s& thdy nhirmg manh vun nho bé cua cude doi toi that nghéo nan, kho khan. Cac str gia nghién ngAm nhitng van ban nhur thé
ndy, s& hy vong thiy duge mot cude doi phire tap, phong pht 4n déing sau nhitng dong chir gian di.

Matthew riia thim. Téi khong phai a ngudi duy nhit trong nha nay dang che gidu diéu gi do.
Chong ti nhan dugc rat nhiéu thur ngy hom nay va tang t6i cudn s6 ndy dé hru gitt cac hdi tre ctia minh.

Khi t6i nhic bit dé chim thém murc, Henry cing Tom budc vao phong tim Matthew. Con it thir ba ctia t6i chip chon mo ra, dot nhién y thirc duogc

diéu d6 khién t6i kinh ngac. K& tir khi t6i dy, cac strc manh m6i phat sinh khc cta t6i — Iira phi thity, nuée phu thity va gio phi thily — da di ving mt
cachky quai. Cing v6i gidc quan c6 thémngoai mong doi nay, con miit thir ba cho phép 6i ¢6 thé thay 15 khong chi cam giac cang thiing miu do-den

ctia bau khong khi xung quanh Matthew ma con thiy ca anh sang bac ctia Tom hay 4nh sang kv m miu xanh-den ctia Henry. Mdi cai mang du 4n ca

nhAn giéng nhur d4u van tay vdy.

Nghi lai nhitng soi 4nh sang xanh va ho phach ma t6i da thdy & goc phong ctia Choi Gac Cb, t6i ban khoan sy bién mét ciia strc manh ndo do va sy ndi
1én ctia nhitng sirc manh khac ¢6 thé biéu thi cho diéu gi. Con phén tiép ndi sang nay nita. .

Thir gi d6 ¢ trong goc phong lot vao it t01, mot dnh sdng suot qua mau h6 phéch voi nhimg vét mau xanh 4. C6 tiéng vong kh& dén mirc cam thiy
dugc hon la nghe thay. Khi t6i quay dau dé x4c dinh nguon gbe xudt hién ciia nd thi cam giac d6 lai md di. Soi sang d6 dap ron én & tim nhin ngoai bién
ctia t6i, nhur thé thi gian dang ra hiéu cho t6i quay vé nha.

Ngay tir lin dau tién di chuyén vuot thoi gian & Madison, khi du hanh trong mot vai phit ngin ngii, t6i da nghi thoi gian nhur mot loai vat chit dugc Bm
tir nhiing soi dnh sdng va mau sic. Néu tap trung cao d9, ban c6 thé Iy tiéu dlem vao mot soi don, lan theo 16 dé di t6i dau ngudn. Bay g0, sau khi da
di xuyen qua vai thé ky, t6i biét c4i vé don gian bé ngoai d6 mang nhing dAu mbi co kha ning budc lai mot s6 rong khong trong tuong ndi cac qua khir
dan t6i hang triu hién tai ctng mot khoang tuong lai tiém tang khong thé biét dugc. Isaac Newton da tin ring thoi gian 14 strc manh cbt yéu cta ty nhién
khong thé bi kiém soat. Sau khi chién d4u dé dua ching t6i vé droc nim 1590, t6i d sin sang dong y v6i ong Ay.

“Diana? Em 6n ca chir?”” Giong n6i cang thang ctia Matthew danh tan con mo ming ctia t6i. Nhitng ngudi ban ctia anh nhin t6i vé quan tam

“Tot a,” t0i may moc tra Ioi.

“Emkhong khoe.” anh ném céy but 1ong lén ban. “Mui huong ctia em da thay d6i. anh nghi phép thudt ctia em c6 1§ ciing dang thay doi. Kit da dung
Ching ta phai tim cho em mdt phu thily cang nhanh cang tot.”

“Con qua sém dé mang dén mot phu thity,” t6i phén d6i. “Quan trong 1 em phai nhin va nghe nhu nguoi ¢ thoi dai nay da.”

“Phu thity khéc s& biét em 1a nguoi du hanh thoi gian,” anh bac bo. “cd ta s& hiéu thdi. Hay con ¢ chuyén gi khac nira?”

Téi lc dAu, khong sin long d6n anh miét anh.

Matthew khong can nhin thiy thoi gian giéin ra & gé¢ phong moi cam thiy c6 diéu gi d6 bi déo 1on. Néu anh da nghi ng ¢6 nhidu sy thay doi voi phép

thuat ciia t61 hon 1 t6i sdn long tiét 16, thi khong ¢ cach nio dé t6i gidu giém dugc cac bi mét clia minh trude bat ky phi thity ndo, ngudi ¢ & s& nhanh
chéng duogc moi dén.

Ban dang doc truyén Mt Ma Phii Thizy duoc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhidu truyén hon & EbookFull(dot)Net.

Chuong 4

B¢ i Bong dém hao hirc gitp Matthew tim kiém sinh vt khac nguoi d6. Cac goi y ctia ho déu co vé coi thuong phu ni, phit thity, va tit ca nhiing ai
thiéu di sw gido duc tai dai hoc. Henry nghii London ¢6 thé 1 manh d4t mau md cho viéc tim kiém ndy, nhung Walter lai cam doan rang s& khong thé che
gidu t6i khoi nhiing nguoi hang x6m mé tin trong céi thanh phb dong diic d6. George ban khoan liéu c6 thé thuyét phuc cac hoc gia & Oxford dé ho cho
muron mdt chuyén gia khong, vi it nhét ho ciing c6 phAm chét tri tué phit hop. Tom va Matthew dura ra mot bai phé binh thd bao v& vru diém va nhuroc
diém ciia cac nha khoa hoc & d6, rdi ¥ tudng Ay ciing bi gat sang mot bén. Kit khong cho ring s& 1 khon ngoan khi trong cdy vao bét cir ngudi phu nit
ndo trong mdt nhiém vu nhur thé, ién dura ra mot danh sach cac quy 6ng c6 thé sin long 1én ché do huén luyén cho t6i. Bao gdm vi cha xit ctia nha thy
St.Mary, nguoi dugc diém béo nhimg dAu hiéu ctia khai huyén thu & thién dang, mjt 6ng chu dAt & gin day tén Smythson 1 ngwdi dang chap chiing vao
nghé gia kim va dang tim mot phuthuyhayyeutmhde tro gitip 6ng ta, cudi cling & mdt sinh vién & trudng Nha thd Chia, ngudi da thanh todn hét cac
hoa don sach qué han ctia minh bing viéc xem dyr doan turong lai.

Matthew phii quyet tAt ca nhitng goi y 1 cho goi ba goa Beaton, mdt phu nit tinh khon, ciing | ba d& cta Woodstock. Ba ta ngh¢o kho va la phu nir —
chinh xc [ kiéu ngudi bi B& i Bong dém khinh ré — nhung nguoi ndy, nhue Matthew chi 13, s& dam bao tot nhat cho sur hop tic d6i bén. Thém vao do,
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ba gba Beaton la sinh vat khéc nguoi duy nhét trong vong miy dam gan ddy ndi tiéng véi tai nang phép thuat. Tét ca nhitng ngudi kia tha bo chay — anh
tht nhén — con hon 1a song gan mot wearh.

“Cho goi ba goa Beaton c6 1& khong phai ¥ turdng hay,” 61 néi khi chuén bi di ngi.

“Vay la em cting n6i chuyén nay,’ Matthew dap véi vé thiéu kién nhin duoc che gidu vira du. “Nhung néu ba goa Beaton khong thé gitip ching ta, thi ba
ta c6 thé goi y ai d6 c6 thé am viée 4y.”

“Vao cudi thé ky murdi sau niy that su khong phai thoi diém tot dé cong khai do hoi vé mdt phi thity dau Matthew.” Toi khong thé 1am dugc g nhiéu
hon ngoai viéc bong gi6 goi y dén canh san ling phi thity khi ching t6i & cing B Iii Béng dém, nhung Matthew biét nhitng diéu khing khiép sap t6i. mot
Jan nita anh lai bac bo lo Eing cua toi.

“Nhitng phién toa xét xir phi thily ctia Chelmsford by gio chi con la nhiing hoitre thoi va phai thém hai mroi namnira moi dén nhitng cudc san lng cua
Lancashire. anh s& khong mang em t6i day néu sap cé mdt cude san ling phu thiry nd ra & murée anh.” Matthew hudt qua may buc thu Pierre d€ lai trén
ban cho anh.

“V6i Iy do nhur thé, thét t6t khi anh |a mdt nha khoa hoc chir khong phéi mot sir gia,” t6i noi thang, “Chelmsford va Lancashire & dinh diém bing phét
ctia nhitng moi lo lang da lan rong tr lav.”

“Em nghif mbt sir gia ¢ thé hiéu chiéu hudng hién gir hon ngudi da trai qua nd u?” Long may Matthew nhuréng 1én vé hoai nghi thiy 13.
“Vang,” t6i d4p, xi1 1ong nhim. “Chiing ta thurong thé ma.”

Do khong phéi i didu em néi sang nay khi em k7h6ng thé hiég tai sao ching o caidia 130 trong nha nay,” anh nhﬁn xét. Pung 13 16i d suc sao khép noi
suot hai nuroi phiit trirde khi Pierre nhe nhang tho 19 cho t6i rang nhitng mon d6 ding bép niic d6 khong phd bién & nurde anh.

“Chéc chén anh khong phai mot trong s6 nhiing nguoi tin ring céc sir gia ching im gi khéc ngoai viée ghi nhé ngay thing cling nhw nghién clru céc su
kién con mo hd,” t6i ni. “Cong viée cta em I phai hi€u tai sao nhitng thir d6 xay dén trong qué khtr. Khi ¢4 chuyén xay ra ngay trudc nvt anh, thi rat
khé nhin thay dugc nguyén do cua van d€, nhung khi nhin nhan su viéc mudn hon s€ cho thay mdt vien canh rd rang hon.”

“Thé thi em c6 thé an long, béi vianh ¢6 cé kinh nghiém An nhan dinh vé sw viéc sau do,” Matthew n6i. “anh hicu théi d¢ e de ctia em, Diana, nhung cho
20i ba gda Beaton 1a mdt quyét dinh dung ddn.” sy viée chdm hét, giong diéu ciia anh thé hién 16 rang y do.

“Vao nam 1590, thue pham bj thiéu thon, va nguoi ta lo Fing vé tuong lai,” t0i n6i, nhdm tinh van dé trén céc ngon tay minh. “Didu d6 c6 nghia ho dang
timkiém nhitng ké gio dau ra chiu trach nhiém cho thoi ky kho khén nay. Vil do, nhitng nguoi phu nit tinh ranh khéo Iéo va cac ba do rat so bi ket ti
phu thity, mic du nhitng ngurdi ban nam gidi ctia anh ¢é thé khong nhan thirc duoc diéu d6.”

“anh | nguroi dan 6ng quyén hre nhit & Woodstock,” Matthew néi, ndm Ry hai vai toi. “s& khong ai budc t6i em didu gi ca.” Toi ngac nhién trude su
ngao man do.

“Em la mdt nguoi xa la, va ba gda Beaton ché.ng 1o em gi ca. Néu em 16i kéo nhing anh méit td md, thi ciing dong thoi mang dén su de doa nghiém trong
d01 V6i an toan ctia ba ta,” toi van lai. “Toi thleu, em can phéi dat dugc phong théi nhu mdt phu nir throng hru & thoi dai Elizabeth trude khi ching ta yéu
cau ba ta giup d3. Hay cho em thém vai tudn nita.”

“Chuyén niy khong thé doi duoc, Diana,” anh coc can dap.

“khong phai em dang yéu cau anh kién nhn dé em hoc théu thiia hay lam mirt. C6 nhig ly do diing dén cho yéu cau nay.” Toi nhin anh gay git. “Cir
201 nguoi phu nit khén ngoan ctia anh téi di. Nhung dirng c6 ngac nhién khi chuyén nay trd thanh t6i t€ nhé.”

“Hay tin anh.” Matthew ha m0i vé phia mdi t6i. Anh it anh nhur mdt mau surong khoi, béan niing deo dudi con moi va don ép n phai khuéit phuc trdi
day. khong chi 1a dirc 6ng chong ¢ the ky murdi sdu muon thang thé trirde vo minh, ma con la mdt chang ma ca rong muodn nam bat mot nang phu thiy.
“Emkhong thiy ¢6 s tranh cai ndo dii | nhé nhét & day,” t6i ndi, xoay dau tranh di. Tuy nhién, Matthew 13 rang lai thiy B c6. Toi nhich ra xa anh vai
centimet.

“anh khong tranh ci,” Matthew ke n6i, miéng ké sét tai toi. ‘L em. Va néu emnghi anh & cham vao em trong It gidn di¥, v a, thi em rét am ddy.”
Sau khi ghim dinh t6i vao ¢4t girong bang anh mat lanh bang, anh quay di git lay cai quan chén mic vao. “anh s& xuong dudi nha. s& c6 ai d6 con thire
dé bau ban voi anh.” anh hién ngang di tdi ctra. Tdi d6, anh dirng budc.

“Va néu em tht sy mudn cu xtr nhu mdt phu nit thoi Elizabeth thi hdy thoi chat vin anh di,” anh thd bao n6i rdi roi di.

Ny hom sau, mjt ma ca rong, hai yéu tinh cling ba ngudi dan 6ng king 18 kiém tra lai vé ngoai ctia t6i tir phia bén kia san phong rong I6n. Nhimng hoi
chudng diém gioy ctia nha thd' St.Mary ngén nga, tiéng vang nhat dan nzin nd kéo dai mot I lau sau khi hdi chudng dit. M moc qua, huong thao va oai
huong thoang thoang trong khong khi. Toi an toa trén mit chiéc ghé gd khong méy thoai méi va bi giam trong mot bo vay xép nép, chan vay It dai nhiéu
tang, nhitng Ong tay 4o, vay ngoai va mt chiéc 4o 16t thit day that chit. Cude doi dinh hudng theo dudi sw nghiép & thé ky hai muoi mdt ctia t6i moO xa
dén theo timg hoi thé ngin ngui. Toi nhin dam dam ra khoang trdi u 4m, mira lanh tap vao khung cira kinh trén céc 6 cira s6 bang chi.

“Elle est ici,” Pierre thong béo, 4nh it anh ta thoang hr6t qua phia t6i. “Nit phi thily da & ddy dé gip madame.”
https://thuviensach.vn



‘Cum cing da dén,” Matthew 161 Nhing dudng may gian di trén chiéc 4o chén khién hai bos vai anh trong rong hon, trong khi nhiing hoa tiét ddu va la
s6i mau den may vién quanh chiéc ¢ 4o tring cang lim ton Ién sic tring nhot nhat ctia in da. anh nghiéng méi d4u den dé ngiim nghia xem liéu t6i da hoi
tu dt tu cach mot ba v dang kinh trong duéi thoi Elizabeth hay chura.

“Thé ndo?” anh hoi. “s& on chir?”

George ha thip trong kinh mit. “On. Chiéc vay dai miu ndu do nhat nay hop vé6i ¢d Ay hon céi lan trurdc va n6 ton lén méu toc ctia ¢o dy.”

“Ba Roydon trong ciing vao vai 10i ddy, George, ding thé that. Nhung ching ta khong thé giai thich dugc 16i noi chuyén khac thuong ctia ¢6 4y chi don

gian bang cach ndi co dy den tir v-vu-ving qué,” Henry thém bang giong nam trAm khong ngi diéu. anh ta budc t6i dé kéo lai cac nép vay théu kim
tuyén ctia t6i cho ngay ngin. “Va chiéu cao ctia c6 4y nira. khong che gidu nbi. ¢b Ay thim chi con cao hon ca nit hoang”

“Moi ngudi 6 chic ching ta khong thé bién co éi}{ thanh nguoi Phap, nguoi xir Walt hay Ha Lan khong?” Tom ding miy ngon tay bi dinh myrc dua mot
qua cam ¢ mii dinh hurong Ién mili ngiri. “C6 € r6t cuje ba Roydon ciing ¢6 the song sot ¢ London. yéu tinh di nhién khong thé khong nhin ra c6 ay,
nhung nhiing ngurdi dan dng binh thudng cé theé khong liec nhin c6 ay dén Ian thir hai dau.”

Walter khit miii nin cuoi rdi g5 r6i cho o1, “Ba Roydon c6 déng nguoi dep cling nhur chiéu cao khac thurong, Nhitng ngudi dan ng binh thuong tir do
tuoi murdi ba dén sau muroi s€ ¢ du ly do khien ho muon tim hiéu vé ¢6 ay. khong, Tom, ¢6 ay tot hon nén & day, véi ba goa Beaton.”

“Co e tdi co thé gip ba goa Beaton sau, & trong kng, va mdt minh?”* Toi dua ra goi ¥, hy vong ¢6 ai d6 trong bon ho ¢ thé tinh tio va thuyét phuc
Matthew dé t61 lam theo cach ctia minh.

“khéng!” Tiéng kéu kinh hoang ciia sau giong dan ng viit lén.

Frangoise xudt hién mang hai manh vai lanh va ren da dugc hd bot, vong ngue cang phdng ctia ¢d ta glong nhu mot chii ga tréng gin dir dang d01 it
voi mt con ga choi thich gdy 0. Ngay khi toi dinh md miéng anh da chen vao ngay, thong bao vdi ¢o ay rang ‘Dlana s& khong vao tridu. Cai ¢d 40 xép
d6 khong can thiét,” Matthew n6i kém theo mdt cir chi nén nong. “Hon nita, toc ctia ¢d dy moi a van dé réc roi.”

“Ngai khong biét c4i gi |a can thibt ca,” Frangoise van lai. Mic dii ¢b ta ]a mdt ma ca rdng con t0i 1 phu thiy, nhung ching toi déu phai cong nhén trude
sur ngoe nghéch ciia dan 6ng, “Madame de Clermont thich cai nao hon a?” ¢4 ta gio' ra mot cai t6 xép nép co chét vai mong nhe nhur sa va thir gi d6 hinh
Iwdi liém twong tur nhitng bong tuyét gin véi nhau bang cac duong khau vo hinh.

Céc bong tuyét trong dé& chiu hon nén t6i chi vao ching

Trong khi Frangoise gin thém cai ¢ 40 vao mép chiéc 4o 16t bo st cta ti, Matthew cham vao mai toc voi nd hre ¢d ging m cho n6 thanh nép nhur y.
Frangoise dap Ién tay anh. “Ptng cham vao.”

“Ta s& cham vao vo minh khi ta mu6n. Va haly thoi goi Diana |2 ‘Madame de Clermont’,” Matthew quét, trong khi di chuyén tay xudng hai bos vai toi.
“Ta cur twdng me ta dén.”” anh kéo mép co6 4o tach xa ra, ndi long soi day nhung den ma Frangoise da budc lai.

“Madame 1 phu nit da c6 chdng, Ngure ba dy nén dugc che lai. dd c6 di nhimg 1 ban ra tin vao vé nir chii nhAn méi r6i,” Frangoise phan doi.
“Ban tan u? Loi ban tén thé nao?” Téi nhén nhé hoi.

“Ba khong gé it & nha tho vao ngay hdm qua, nén c6 chuyén cho réng ba dang c6 mang, hoéc bi can bénh déu miia hanh ha dau dén. Vi linh nue di
gido thi tin rang ba 1a ngudi theo Thién Chua gido. Nhitng nguroi khac néi ba Ia nguoi Tay Ban Nha.”

“Nguoi Ty Ban Nha u?”
“Oui, madame. Ai d6 da nghe thiy tiéng ba trong tau ngwa chiéu qua.”

“Nhung t6i dang tap noi tiéng Phap ma!” Toi kha c6 tai bét churde nén nghi bt churde theo cach nhén trong Am clia Ysabeau ¢6 thé cing ¢6 thém tinh
thuyét phuc cho cau chuyén tiéu sir cong phu ctia minh.

“Con trai ctia nguoi it ngura lai khong nhén ra didu d6.” Ngit diéu cta Frangoise ngu y ring sw nham An ctia thing bé da duoc chimg thire. ¢6 ta ngim
nghia t6i vé hai long, ‘Phai, ba trong rd ra dang mdt phu nit dang kinh.”

“Fallaces sunt rerum species,” Kit tho dai ndi, khién Matthew quiic mét nhin gidn dit. “*Vé ngoai c6 thé déi lira.” Man trinh dién ctia ¢6 ta s& ching
thuyét phuc duoc ai dau.”
“Ngay hom nay con qua sém ddi voi Seneca ddy.” Walter ting Marlowe anh nhin canh cdo.

“Chaing bao gitr B qua som dbi véi chu nghia khéic ky ca,” Kit gay gt dp lai. “anh nén cam on t6i rang d6 khong phai Hommer ddy. Tat ca nhing gi
chiing ta dugc nghe gan day 1a nhitng doan linh tinh v& van ctia tic pham Iliad. Hay d€ tieng Hy Lap cho nhiing nguoi hi€u no, George a — ai d6 nhu
Matt 4y.”

“Bén dich cia t61 vé tac phém ctia Homer van con chura hoan thanh!” George xu long bt lai.
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CAu tré 1oi ciia anh chang khoi 1én con It nhitng trich dén tiéng Latin ttr Walter. mdt trong s6 d6 khién Matthew phéi nén cuoi, va anh noi diéu gl d6 ma
i nghi ngo 14 tiéng Hy Lap. Nr phu thiy dang doi ¢ dudi nha da hoan toan bi quén ling, canh dan dng cudng nhiét say swa voi tro gidi tri yeu thich ctia
ho: chiém thé thirong phong bang Iy €. T6i chim ca ngurdi vao chiéc ghé banh ctia minh.

“Khi 6 trong bau khong khi hai hude t6t dep thé nay, ho qua 1 mot ky quan,” Henry thi thAm “Péy 1 nhirg ngwdi hém hinh sau cay nhét virong qudc
ndy, thia ba Roydon.”

Raleigh va Marlowe bay git dang quat vao niit nhau vé nhitng phim chét xtmg déng — hoac viéc thiéu pham chit dy — trong cac chinh sach di véi thude
dia va khai pha ctia Nt hoang,

“Nguoi ta tang ca nédm vang cho mdt ngudi phiéu luu mao hiém nhur anh thi ciing cha khac gi mang n6 ném xubng song Thames, Walter a,” Kit cudi nhur
nac né.

“Ngudi phiéu lru mao hiém! anh ban chéing thé bude mot bude ra khoi cira gitta ban ngity ban it vi sg bon chii ng.”” Giong Raleigh rung Ién. “anh |
thang ngoc thé day, Kita.”

Matthew van cir theo ddi cude ddu v mdm véi vé thich thi cang ic cang tang,

“Gidr anh dang gip ric 16i voi ai thé?” anh hoi Marlowe, véi tay ly ly rirou vang ctia minh. “Va gid ctia né i bao nhiéu méi ¢6 thé 161 anh ra khoi d6 ha?”

“Tay tho may ctia 161 Kit phay tay vé phia b do dat tién trén ngudi. “Nha in cho cuén Tamburlaine.” anh ta ngdp ngimg, uru tién néu ra nhitng con s6
vurot trdi. “Hopkins, c4i tén con hoang tr phong 14 Jinh chiia chd t6i dy. Nhung t6i ¢ cai ny r6i.” Kit gio ra birc twong nho xiu hinh nit than Diana da
thang duoc ctia Matthew khi ho choi co vua t01 Chil nhét. Lo lang khi da d€ birc turong roi khoi tam mit minh, nén t6i ngo ngudy nhich toi phia trude vai
phan.

“anh ban khong thé chay (i dén ndi dem cam cai thr ré tién d6 Ay vai xu chir.” Matthew nhay mét v6i t6i, dong thoi bang mdt cir dong nho ciia ban tay
anh da khién t5i lai chim sau tr6 lai chd ngdi. “T6i s& quan tim dén viéc d6.”

Marlowe du‘ng khung lai ciing nu curoi ngoac dén thn mang tai, dat thi birc turong nit thin bé“mg bac. “anh ludn dang tin cdy, Matt a. Toi s€ tra lai cho anh,
dinhién a thé.”

“Tét nhién,” Matthew, Walter va George Aim bam vé nghi ngd.

“Du1 vy, iy giit lai dt tién dé mua cho minh mdt bo réu nhé.” Kit vudt ve him réu ctia ban thin véi bo dang ty mén. “anh trong that kinh khing,”

“Mua mdt bd réu u?” Toi ching hiéu gi ca. Marlowe han lai ding cach néi 1ng, méic dit Matthew d4 yéu cau anh ta thoi néi kiéu do trude mit toi.

“Co prxf)t tho cao & Oxford vén 1 phap su. Tég cua chéng ba moc ché!n déq 1a nho 6ng ta, Ong ta da cao sagh n6.” Khi t6i van con nhin ngo qgém Kit
q& tiep tuc ctng vé kién nhan thai qua. “Matt can mdt bd rau moi co thé trd vé bo dang binh thudng duoc. Hién nhién, ¢6 khong dl nang huc dé cho anh
ay thir d6, nén chung ta s€ nho ai khac lamthay vay.”

Anh mat t6i lac t6i cai binh rong trén chiéc ban lam bang b du. Francoise lap day n6 bang nhu’ng thir duoc cat tr vaon hoa — nhitng nhanh non ctia cay
nhya ru01, nhimg canh son tra qua mau ndu gan gidng qua ciy tam Xudn, va vai bong hdng tring — mang dén sac hurong cho ca can phong. Vai gio trude,
61 da luén may ngén tay qua dam canh 14 do dé kéo nhitmg bong hong va son tra ra phia niit trude cua lo hoa, vira ban khodn nghi vé khu vuron. Toi hai
long voi thanh qua khoang chimg muoi lam gidy, cho t6i khi nhitng bong hoa cting qua kia kho quéit lai hién ra ngay trude it t6i. s kho héo 4 ay lan rong
ra céc phia tir mAy du ngon tay, hai ban tay toi rim ran, nhoi nhdi cting cam gidc thong tin tir cac loai thye vat dy chay tran vao: cam gidc anh nang it
troi, con mura dang tanh, strc manh trong nhitng bo 1& dén tir viéc chdng chiu trude stre kéo ciia gio, huong vi cia dat.

Matthew da ding, hién nay, ching toi dang ¢ niim 1590, phép thudt ctia toi dang thay d6i. Nhitng dot tudn trao bat chot ciia lira phi thity, nurée phi thity
va gio phu thily ma t6i da trai qua tir sau khi gap Matthew nay bien mat. Thay vao do, t61 dang thay duoc nhiing soi thoi gian toa sang va tinh hoa phat
tiet day sac mau bao quanh céac sinh vét song. mdt con hurou trang cham chii nhin t6i ttr bong ram dudi tan s6i moi khi t6i di dao trong vuon. Vay ma bay
gio t61 dang lam moi vat kho héo.

“Ba goa Beaton dang doi ddy,” Walter nhic ching ti, rdi dan theo Tom di vé phia cira.

“Chuyén gi s& xay ra néu ba dy doc duoc y nghii cia t6i?” Toi lo Eing trong khi di xubng ciu thang rong bang gd sdi tring,

“T6i lo king hon vé diéu ¢b o thé n6i ra miéng co. Dumng lam gi daé khuéy dong su ghen ty hay thi1 han ctia ba ta,” Walter khuyén, di theo phia sau nhdém
B¢ lii Bong dém. “Néu tit ca nhing diéu khac déu thit bai hay gia déi. Matthew va t6i ic ndo ciing lm thé.”

“mot phi thity khong thé n6i ddi phu thay khac.”
“Chuyén nay s& khong két thiic t5t dep dau,” Kit im bam vé u dm “Téi danh cuoc ddy.”

“bu 1d1.”” Matthew xoay ngoét lai tom Ky c6 4o Kit. Cip cho tai cup ctia anh danh hoi rdi gdm gir bén miit ca chan Kit. Ching tng ho Matthew — va
chang con nao thich Kit ca.
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“Tét ca nhirg gi toi ndi. . .” Kit bit dau, vin veo ngudi cb ging thoét ra. Matthew, khong cho anh ta co hdi ndo, lién ning anh ta Ién 4n vao sat tudng.
“Diéu anh ndi ching ¢6 gi thi vi ca, va didu anh 4m chi thi du rd rang rdi.” Nim tay Matthew siét chit thém

“Pé cAu ta xudng.” Walter dit mot ban tay lén vai Marlowe con tay kia Ién vai Matthew. Chang ma ca rong phot 16 Raleigh va néng anh ban minh cao
Ién thém vai phén nita. Trong bo canh mau do-den, Kit trong giong mot con chim kich dong khong hiéu sao lai bi mic bay trong nhiing nép o 6p trdng
Matthew giit anh ta & 6 mot lic nita d€ to thai d rd rang rdi mbi tha anh chang roi xudng,

“dinao, Diana. Moi chuyén s& tot dep ca thoi.” Matthew van néi vé chic chén, nhung diém bao dang thiic nhdi vio miy ngén tay céi ctia t6i lai canh bao
rang Kit ¢6 thé dung

“Oi trdi,” Walter lim bam khong tin khi ching t6i tién vao sanh. “D6 c6 phéi ba goa Beaton khong?”
O cudi phong, dang dmg trong bong i, 1 mdt phu thity chuan khuén méu: bé teo, lung cong va nhiéu tudi. Khi ching t6i t6i gan hon, nhitng chi tiét vé
bo vdy den sot soat, mi téc bac tréng loa xoa  hay lan da nhén nheo ctia ba ta bt dau 16 nét hon. mot con mit clia ba ta tring di do dyc thay tinh thé,

con it kia miu ndu do van tia mau. Trong mit bi dyc thity tinh kia X0ay tron trong héc, nhu the kha nang nhin ctia n6 s€ duoc cai thién néu & mot
khung canh khac. Ngay khi nghi chuyén khong thé t& hon nita, thi toi thdy cai mun com trén séng miii ciia ba ta.

Ba goa Beaton thoang | liéc vé phia toi roi nhin 6i chao vé mién cudng Camgidc rimran vira du nhin théy trén da thit ndi cho toi biét ba ta qué that
mot phi thity. khong hé béo trude, con niit thir ba vut mo dé tim kiém thém thong tin. Tuy nhién, khong giong hau hét c4c sinh vt khac ngudi khac, ba
g6a Beaton khong toa ra anh sang, Ba ta hoan toan xam xit. that nhut chi khi thay mot phu thiry gang stre kho nhoc dé tro nén vo hinh. C6 phai toi ciing
xanh xao, vang vot nhur thé trrde khi cham vao Ashmole 782 khong? Con mét thir ba rii xudng rdi dong lai.

“Camon vi da dén giip ching ta, ba gda Beaton.” Giong Matthew ngu y ring ba ta nén vui vé, anh da cho phép ba iy vao nha minh.

“Ong chi Roydon.” Tiéng ba phi thily lao xao nghe nhur tiéng 14 roi bi cubn di trén I6p s6i ngoai kia. B ta hudng con miéit con tdt sang phia toi.

“Gitip ba goa Beaton t6i chd ngdi di, George.”

Chapman tién t6i theo Iénh ctia Matthew, trong khi nhitng nguoi con lai van duy tri mdt khoang cach than trong. Ba phu thiy khe rén lén khi tir chi b
méc chimg thip khép duge an toa trong chiée ghé banh. Matthew lich sy doi cho dén khi ba ta ngdi xubng rdi moi tiép tuc.

“Chiing ta hay di thing vao ¢4t 161 vin dé nhé. Ngudi phu nit nay” — anh ra ddu vé phia t6i — “¢ dudi sy bao hd cia ta va gan ddy dang gap nhiéu kho
khan.” Matthew khong da dong gi t6i cudc hon nhén cua ching toi.

“Ngai dugc vay quanh boi nhu*ng ngudi ban ¢6 tim anh hudng cing nhing ngudi héu trung thanh, thua 6 ong chii Roydon. mot ngu6i phu nir nghéo kho
coé chang méy hiru dung d6i v6i quy ong nhur ngaL” Ba gda Beaton ¢b che ddy y chi trich trong 1 n6i bang ngit diéu to vé nhi nhin lich sy nhung that
bai, chong t61 c6 kha nang nghe tuyét hao. Hai it anh nheo lai.

“Dimg Am trd mau me véi ta,” anh ndi coc 1b¢. “Ba khong mudn ta 1a ké thiy dau, ba géa Beaton. Nguoi phy nit nay boc 16 nhig du hiéu ki mot phi
thily va can su gifip do ctia ba.”

“mot phi thity u?”” Ba goa Beaton t vé hoai nghi lich su. “Me ba 4y 1 phi thily u? Hay bd ba dy I phap su?”

“Cé hai déu da chét khi co éy con nho. Ching ta khong chic vé c4c strc manh ho c6,” Matthew thira nhn, ké lai mot nira syr thét theo dung phong cach
cua ma ca rong. anh ném tli tién xu nhd vao long ba ta. “Ta s€ lay lam biet on néu ba co the kiemtra o ay.”

“Tot thoi.” Nhirng ngon tay xuong xau clia ba goa Beaton viron t6i miit t6i. Khi da thit ¢ hai cham vao nhau, mdt con song néing rong khong thé nham
lan dang Ién tran qua gitta ching t6i. Ba lao nhay dung lén.

“The nao?” Matthew hoi

Hai ban tay ba géa Beaton thi xubng long. Ba ta sit chat Ky i tién va trong thodng chdc nhur sip ném tré cho anh. Nhung roi ba ta Ry lai duge vé

diem tinh.

“Png nhur 61 nghi ngd. Nguoi phu nit nay khong phai phu thiy, thira 6ng chu Roydon.” Giong ba ta déu déu, miic du 6 hoi cao hon binh thurong, mot

su khinh thurong tir trong long dang 1n bd moi t6i vdi vi dang ngat.

“Néu ba nghi thé, thi ba khong c6 nhiéu quyén ning nhu moi ngudi & Woodstock van tuéng,” tdi phan g lai.

Ba gba Beaton grong dly vé cam phén. “Toi i mOt nguoi chita bénh dang kinh, véi kién thirc hidu biét vé thio duoc dé bao vé dan ong va dan ba khoi

dau 6m. Ong chii Roydon biét rd kha nang ctia toi.”

“P6 I3 ngén nghé ciia phu thity. Nhung nguoi ctia chiing ta ciing ¢ cac ning hre khac,” t6i thin trong n6i. Cac ngdn tay Matthew siét By tay t6i dén

phat dau, thic t6i im lang,

“T6i khong biét néing lwc ndo nhur thé ca,” ba ta dap nhanh. Ba o nay ngoan ¢d y nhu di Sarah cia t6i va cting chia s¢ sur khinh thurong danh cho cac

phu thily giong t61, nhiing ké c6 thé goi téi sttc manh tur nhién ma khdng can nghién ctru can thin truyén thong phap thudt ctia phu thiry. Di Sarah bict
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cach stir dung moi loai thao dugc hay thure vat va co thé nhé hang tram loai biia chti mdt cach hoan hao, nhung dé duoc nhur thé can phai nd hwc nhiéu
hon chi 1a mdt phu thily. Ba gba Beaton bict dieu do, cho dii ba ta khong thira nhan nd.

“Chéic chén c6 cach ndo d6 dé xéc dinh mirc quyén ning clia ngudi phu nit ny ngoai mot tiép xtic don gian. Ai d6 c6 néng e nhur ba chéc chén phai
biét duoc  ching 14 gi,” Matthew n6i véi giong diéu nhao bang cao d¢ 16 13 sur thach thire. Ba goa Beaton t vé hoang mang, wéc lwong cai tii trong tay
minh. Cudi cing strc niing ctia né da thuyét phuc ba ta khoi ddy cudc tranh cai. Ba ta udn khoan thanh todn d6 vao tii 4n dudi I6p vay.

“C6 nhimg bai kiém tra d¢ xéc dinh xem ligu ai d6 c6 phéi phi thiy khong, mdt s6 dura trén viée hoc thude ong mot bai Kinh cau. Néu mdt sinh vat vap
khi doc, ngdp ngig du chi trong thoang chdc, thi d6 1a dau hi€u cho thay quy dit dang & gan,” ba ta tuyén bo, chuyén sang giong dicu ky bi.

“Quy dir khong quanh quin & Woodstock, ba Beaton,” Tom noi. Giong anh ta nghe nhur vi phu huynh gitp con minh tin ring khong c6 con quéi vat nio
0 dudi gam giuong ca.

“Quy dir ¢ khip moi noi, thura ngai. Nhitng nguoi tin vao diéu ngwroc lai s& thanh con mdi cho nhitng muru ma chuée quy dan du cia ching.”
“Déy I nhitng cau chuyén bia dit ctia loai ngudi im ta so hii, mé tin va din don,” Tom béac bo.
“khong phai ic nay, Tom,” Walter thi thim.

“Ciing con cac dau hiéu khéc nira ma,” George ndi, hao hirc hon bao gio hét khi dugc chia sé sy hiéu biét ctia minh. “Quy dir danh déu mdt phi thiry
nhur s6 hitu riéng ctia n6 bang nhitng vét seo va tit xau.”

“Qua I thé, thura ngii,” ba gda Beaton dap, “va nhitng ngudi dan 6ng khon ngoan biét cach timra ching”

Mau t6i nhur 6 at rat sach khoi dau, dé lai con choang vang va xdy xAm mét may. Néu ai ¢6 y dinh lim thé thi s& thiy nhiing d4u vét nhur vay trén nguoi
6i.

“Hén phai ¢6 cac phirong phap khac niva,” Henry t6 vé kho chiu.

“C9, thura dirc ngai” Con miét tring duc cta ba gda Beaton quét qua cin phong, Ba ta nhin thing vao chiéc ban c6 cac dung cu khoa hoc va mdt ddng
sach. “Cung t6i dén cho kia.”

Ba phi thity truot ban tay vao ¢4i 10 trén vy, noi vira cét gidu nhitmg dong tién roi rit ra mot chiéc chudng mon vet bang dong thau, dit n6 kn ban. *“Xin
vui long mang dén mot ngon nén.”

Henry nhanh nhen lam theo, con nhitng ngudi dan dng khac vay quanh, vé to mo.

“Vai nguoi n6i sirc manh thyre sy ctia phi thity dén tir mot sinh vt & gitta ranh gidi ctia sy song va céi chét, anh sang va bong toi. O nhirng ngd tur duong
trong thé gm nay, ba ta c6 thé pha hiy cong trinh ctia tao hoa hay thdo g& cac nit thit im mo trét tur ctia van vat.” Ba goa Beaton Jdy ra mot cudn trong
chdng sach rdi dé thing hang gitta ciy nén trén gia do nang trich bang bac va chiéc chuong dong. Giong ba ching xubng, “Khi hang x6m phat hién ra
mot phu thily trong qua khir, ho némba ta khoi nha tho bang mdt hoi chudng dé am chi ring ba ta da chét.” Ba goa Beaton gio chiéc chudng lén va lac
nhe ¢6 tay. Khi tha tay ra, chiéc chudng van ngin nga, lo' kimg trén ban. Tom va Kit ghé sat mép ban, George th gap, con Henry lam dAu thanh. Ba gda
Beaton t6 v hai long trude phan tmg cta ho roi quay sang hudng sur chiy t6i ban dich tleng anh ctia mot tic gia kinh dién ngudi Hy Lap, Euclid’s
Elements of Georetrie, nd nim trén ban cling vai dung cu ton hoc trong bd suru tim do so clia Matthew.

“Sau d6 vi muc s gio' én mot cudn sach thiéng — mdt cudn Kinh thanh — va déng n6 lai dé thé hién ring nix phi thity kia d& bi Chia troi chdi bo.” Cudn
Elements of Geometrie dong sap lai. George va Tomnhay dung Ién. Céc thanh vién ctia B¢ It Bong dém lai I nhitng nguoi dan ong dé bi anh huéng toi
mirc dang kinh ngac, miic dui ho von tu cho rang ban than da mién nhiém khoi thoi mé tin.

“Cuol ctng nguoi myc su tit ngon nén dé biéu th rang nit phi thity no khéng c6 linh hon.” Nhimg ngon tay ciia ba ta viron t6i ngon lira, kep Iy c4i bac
nén. Anh sang tit ngam mdt chim khéi x4m mong manh viron Ién trong khong trung,

Canh dan 6ng da bi thoi mién. Ngay ca Matthew trong ciing bt 6n. 4m thanh duy nhét trong can phong 1 tiéng lach tach cta 16 swéi va tiéng chudng
rung bé xiu lién hoi.

“mdt phi thity thét sur ¢6 thé thip sang lai ngon nén, mo cc trang sach ndy va lam cai chubng ngimg reo. ¢4 ta la tao vat tuyét voi trong mét Chtia.” Ba

g6a Beaton ngimg lai im khong khi tré nén kich tinh, con méit méu tring duc déo vé phia toi. “cd c¢6 thé biéu dién nhitng viée nay khong, ¢d gai?”

O thoi hién dai, khi phi thity dén muroi ba tudi, ho duoc trinh dién trude hdi dong phi thity dia phurong trong mdt budi I goi cho ngudi ta nghi dén nhitng
bai kiém tra ctia ba gda Beaton mdt cach ky quai. Nhitng chiéc chudng noi bé tho ciia phi thily reo vang chao dén cac phi thity tré dén véi cong dong,
dii ching déu ¢ hinh dang diic trung bang bac ning né, bong loang va durgc truyén tir doi ndy sang doi khéc. Thay cho mdt cuén Kinh thanh hay mot
quyén sach toan hoc, cubn sach buia chu ciia gia toc cac phii thiy tré duge mang t6i dé tang thém sirc ning lich str cho dip & nay. Thoi diém duy nhét di
Sarah cho phép cudn bi kip ctia gia toc Bishop ra khoi nha 12 vao dip sinh nhét thir muroi ba ciia t6i. Con vé phan cdy nén, vi tri va muc dich ciia né ciing
twong tir. D6 14 Iy do céc phu thily tré luyén tip thiip va tit nén ngay tir khi con bé.
LAn ra mit chinh thirc cta t6i trude hoi déng phu thity Madison 1a mt tham hoa, trude sy ching kién cla tit ca ho hang. Hai thap ky sau, t6i van con
¢6 con c mdng ky la vé ngon nén khong chiu théip sang, cudn sach tir chdi mo ra va cai chudng rung 1én cho moi phi thity khac nhung lai khong rung Ién
Vi t61. “Toi khong chic,” toi ngép ngimg thi nhén.,
https://thuviensach.vn



“Thir di,” Matthew dong vién, giong anh day tyr tin. “Em da thdp sang nhing ngon nén miy hém trrdc ma.”

D6 1a syr thét. Toi thure sur da ¢ thé thip sang nhitg qué bi ngd xép thanh hang doc theo dudng xe chay ¢ ngbinha cua gia dinh Bishop vao dip
Halloween. Tuy nhién, lic d6 chang ¢6 khan gid nao quan sat nhimng ¢b ging dau tién vung vé cua t0i. Homnay, anh mét Kit va Tom dang thoi thic v6i
vé mong doi. Toi c6 thé cam thiy anh mit ciia ba goa Beaton quét qua minh, nhung hon ca t6i van y thirc duoc su dlemtmh, quen thudc noi Matthew.
Mau trong huyet quan t6i lanh cong phéan tmg lai cai nhin a 4y, nhur thé dang tir chdi phét ra ngon lra dugc yéu cau bing phép thudt phi thiy. Hy vong
diéu tt dep nhét, toi tp trung vao cai bac nén va lim bam doc buia chi.

khong co6 gi xay ra.

“Thur gian di,” Matthew thi thim. “Thé con cudn sach thi sao? Em c6 nén bt dau tir d6 khong?”

Gat qua mot thyre t& 1 trat tur hop Iy cla moi vt dong vai tro quan trong trong phap thuét phu thay, t6i khong biét bat dau tir dau voi cudn Euclid’s
Elements. Liéu t0i nén tap trung vao ting khong khi bi méc ket trong cac trang gidy hay triéu hdi mot con gié dé ning céi bia sach lén? khong thé suy nghi
mdt cach 16 rang cing tiéng chudng kéu lién mién thé nay duoc.

“Ba ¢6 thé 1am on dimg c4i chudng lai khdng?” Toi bat hoi khi con bon chdn dang lén.

Bi gba Beaton bing tay, cai chudng dong lién roi xudng ban. N6 phét ra mdt tiéng keng cudi cing, phin mép méo m6 rung Ién, 1di roi vao im king
“Nhur t6i d ndi véi ngai, thura dng chii Roydon,” ba goa Beaton n6i, khau khi dic théng. “Cho du phép thut ma ngai nghi minh da chimg kién 1a gj, thi
16 ching 14 gi hon ngoai nhing 4o giac. Nguoi phu nir niy khong c6 sirc manh ndo ca. Ngbi ling ching viée gi phéi so hii ba dy.”

“C6 I8 ¢d ta dang cd ging biy anh, Matthew,” Kit ndi leo vao. “Téi s& khong bo qua cho c6 ta dau. Phy nit | nhimg sinh vat hai mit.”

Céc phi thity khéc ciing da dura ra ciing mdt tuyén bd nhur ba goa Beaton, va cling voi vé thoa miin tuong tur. DOt nhién ti cam thiy sy méinh figt mudn
chirng minh rang ba ta da sai va quét di cai vé hiéu bict trén grrong niit Kit.

“T6i khong thé thiip sang mot cay nén. Va khong ai c6 thé day t6i cach mé mot cuén sach hay dimg mit chiéc chudng dang rung. Nhung néu t6i khong

¢6 strc manh, vay céc i gidi thich chuyén nay thé ndo?” mdt t6 trai cay dwoc diit gin do c6 nhidu trai mde qua moi hai tir vurdn, t6a ra mau hoang kim
trong 4nh sang am dam. Toi chon Ky mdt trai va dé no thing bang trén long ban tay m6 rong, dé moi ngudi déu ¢6 thé nhin 5.

Da trong long ban tay ram ran nhoi nhoi khi t6i tap trung vao qua moc qua ndm gon & d6. Da thit noi ndy tya hd nhuyenra xuyén qua lop vo clmg cia
trai moc qua nhu thé qua nay duoc lamra tir kinh. Hai miét t6i mo mang khép lai, trong khi con mat phit thity mo ra va bt dau tlmklem thong tin. Nhin
thirc truron tir chinh giita tran, xudng canh tay, rdi xuyén qua dau ngon tay. N6 lan rong nhur bd 18 ctia mdt ci cdy, nhitng soi ré ctia nd ludn vao trai me
qua.

Ting bude mot t6i ndm duoc bi mit & trai mic qua nay. mot chi sau ndm trong 151 ctia nd, dang nhai nhop nhép theo dudng di xuyén qua phéan thit qua
mem. sy tap trung cua t6i bi gitt ]a1 boi strc manh ket & d6, cam gidc 4m 4p rAm ran di qua dau ludi mang hurong vi ctia mit troi. Lan da noi hang mi thim
day 1én cam giac thoa mén khi ubng thir 4nh sang it troi vo hinh kia. Qué nhidu strc manh, ti thim nghi. su song. Cai chét. Khan gia ctia toi md nhat
dan va tré nén v nghiia. Thir duy nhat quan trong lic nay i kha ning v6 han danh cho sur hiéu biét dang nam trén tay toi.

Mt troi dép lai 1oi moi ing 1€ néo d6 lién roi khoi tréi mde qua, chu du t6i nhitng ngdn tay. Theo bén néing toi ¢6 khéng cy anh mit troi dang tran dén va
giit n6 & ding noi n6 phai & — bén trong qua chin nay — nhung trai mdc qua da chuyén sang mau niu, nhiin nheo va xep lai.

Ba gba Beaton th hét ra, phé v sur tap trung ciia ti. Bi gidt minh, t6i danh roi trdi mdc qua da méo mod xudng san nha, dap vao san gd bong loang, Khi
t01 nguée mat kén, Henry lai dang lam dau thinh, con soc hién 10 trong anh mit that than va dong tac chim chap miy moc ctia anh ta. Con Tom va
Walter thi cham chi nhin vao may ngén tay t6i, noi nhiing soi nang mit troi nho xiu dang co gang mdt cach vo ich dé han gan ket n6i da bi pha vo voi trai
mdc qua. Matthew bao boc lay hai ban tay dang phat ra tiéng xi x¢o clia t6i trong doi tay anh, che khuat di nhitng dau hi¢u cho thay mdt sitc manh vo ky
ludt cva t0i. Hai tay t6i van con dang phat sang lap lanh, t6i co gang rit ra d€ khong lam chdy tay anh. anh kic dau, hai ban tay viing vang gitt chat, don
lay anh mat t61 nhur thé n6i anh ¢t manh dé hap thu bat cir phép thuat nao co thé tac dong dén anh. Sau mdt thoang chan chir, hai ban tay toi tha long
trong tay anh.

“Két thic rdi. khong c6 gi thém nita,” anh néi dirt khoét.

“Em c6 thé ném anh nt trdi, Matthew.” Giong t6i cao vt vé hoang mang, “Em c6 thé trong thiy thoi gian, dang doi & cac goc phong.”

“Nguoi phy nit kia da bo bua mot wearh. Pay I cong viéc cta dc quy,” ba gda Beaton rit 1én. Ba ta than trong git It ra xa, cac ngén tay chia ra cbné
tranh su nguy hiém

“khong c6 ma quy ndo & Woodstock ca,” Tom durt khoat nhéc lai.

“Céc nguoi c6 nhig cubn sach diy con du ky la va nhimg biia phép ma thuét,” ba gda Beaton o, ra hiéu vé phia cudn Euclid’s Elements. Toi nghi,
qua la rat hay khi ba ta khong nghe lom duoc Kit dang doc 16n tac pham Doctor Faustus.

“P6 I toan hoc, khong phai phép thuat,” Tom phan déi.
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“Cir goi n6 nhur céc ngudi mudn, nhung ta da thiy s that. Cac ngudi cling gidng nhur bon ho, goi ta t6i ddy dé 16i kéo vao nhitng ké hoach den t6i.”
“Gidng nhur ai kia?”” Matthew lanh ling hoi.

“Céc hoc gia dén tir trudng dai hoc. Bon ho danh xe dua hai phu thiy tir Duns Tew dén cting véi nhitng cau hoi. Ho mudn kién thire nhung lai két t6i
nhirng phu nit c6 kién thirc d6 nhu bon ta. Tuy mdt hoi dong phu thay dang bt d4u hinh thanh & Faringdon, nhung cac phii thiy d& phén tan khi ho thu
hit sy chuy cta nhirng ké nhur cac ngurdi.” Co mot hoi ddng pht thiy dong nghia sir an toan, dugc bao vé, ¢6 cong dong. khong c6 hoi dong, mot phit
thity rat d& bi tin cong trude su ghen ghét d6 ky va so hii ctia nhitng ngudi xung quanh.

“khong ai ¢b ép budc ba & Woodstock ca.” Toi chi dinh xoa diu, nhung mdt budc tién t6i lai im ba ta thodi lui xa hon nita.

“C6 quy dir trong ngbi nha nay. Moi ngudi trong lang déu biét diéu do. Ngay hom qua, 6ng Danforth da thuyét gido hoi dong vé mdi nguy hiém ciia viéc
dé méc cho ac quy camré.”

“Toi don doc, | mdt phi thity giéng ba, khong c6 gia dinh gitp dd,” ti ndi, ¢6 giing 16i kéo sw cam thong ciia ba ta. “Haly ri long thirong t6i trude khi
c6 bat ctr ai khac phat hi¢n ra t6i Ia ai.”

“Ngwoi khong giong ta, va ta khong mudn gip réc réi. s& khong ai thuong hai ta khi dan lang don ta vao budc duong cing, Ta khong c6 wearh bao vé
cho minh, ciing khong c6 cac durc ngai va nhitng quy dng trong trieu dirng ra bao vé cho danh dy cua ta.”

“Matthew — 6ng chi Roydon — s& khong dé bét ctr diéu gi ton hai dén ba.” Téi gio tay 1én cam doan.
Bi ta hoai nghi. “Wearh khong thé tin tuéng dugc. Dan king s& lam gi néu ho kham phé ra Matthew Roydon thyc sy 1 ai?”
“Vén d& nay 1 chuyén giita hai ching ta thoi, ba Beaton,” ti canh céo.

“cb tir dAu toi, co gai? co tin ring mot phi thity s& che chd cho mot phit thity khac u? By la mot thé gioi nguy hiém. khong ai trong ching ta durgc an
toan.” Ba o nhin Matthew véi vé cam this. “Hang ngan phi thity dang chét, ma bon hén nhét ctia Pai Hoi Bong ching lam gi. Tai sao thé, ha wearh?””

“Thé 1a du rdi,” Matthew lanh ing n6i. “Frangoise, km on chi cho ba Beaton 1i ra.”

“Ta s& roi khoi ddy, mot cach thoai méi.” Ba o rudn thiang ngudi hét mirc ma bo xuong géy 20 cho phép. “Nhung haly ghi nh¢ 101 ta, Matthew Roydon.

Moi sinh vét trong vong mot ngay duong quanh day nghi ngo ngai la con quai vt ban thiu ubng méu ngudi. Khi bon ho phét hién ngai dang che chd cho

mdt phii thity ¢6 quyén ning den t6i, thi Chia s& khong ban phurde cho nhitng ké chdng lai Nguoi dau.”

“Vinh biét, ba Beaton.” Matthew quay lung vé phia ba phi thity, nhung ba ta quyét timnéi i cudi ciing,

“Hay can than, ngudi chi em” ba gda Beaton n6i vong lai khi roi di. “c6 qua chéi sang d6i voi thoi dai nay.”

Moi con mit trong phong d6 don vao toi. Toi nhip nhom, khong thoai méi vi bi chi y.

“Haly giai thich cho minh di.”” Walter xing giong,

“Diana khong no anh 10i giai thich ndo ca,” Matthew bén tra.

Walter gio mit ban tay Ién ra hiéu im Eing tam dinh chién.

“Chuyén gi da xay ra?” Matthew hoi v6i giong ¢6 vé can nhiic hon. 16 rang t6i ng anh mot 1i giai thich.

“Chinh xac nhu diéu emda du doan: Ching ta da imba goa Beaton so hdi. Bay gioy, ba ta s& immoi diéu ¢6 thé dé giir khoang cach véiem”

“Ba ta dang 18 nén biét nghe 101. anh da ddi xr qué tt voi ba ta rdi,” Matthew Am bdm

“Tai sao anh khong n6i cho ba ta biét em 1 gi d6i voi anh?” Téi king I8 hoi.

“C6 I& cling mot Iy do em khong ndi cho anh biét em ¢6 thé am gi véi mot tréi cdy hai trong vuron,” anh dép tra, va nam Fy khuyu tay toi. Matthew quay

sang nhiing ngudi ban ctia minh. “T6i can néi chuyén véi vo toi. mdt minh.”” anh hudng t6i di ra ngoai.

“Vay gi& em lai 3 vo anh co dy!” Toi thot Ién, vin khuyu tay thoat khoi anh.

“Em It ndo ciing A vo anh. Nhung khong phai nguoi néo cling can bit chi tiét vé doi song riéng tu clia ching ta. Gio thi, chuyén gi da xdy ra & d6 ha?”

anh hdi, dirng gitta viron canh mot cai cdy duoc cat tia hinh khoi gon gang,

“Lic trude anh da ding: Phép thuat clia em dang thay dé}” T6i quay nhin di noi khéc. “Diéu twong tir da xay ra Kic sém nay véi nhirg bong hoa trong

phong ngi. Khi emsap x¢p lai chiing, em ném duoc vi dat va khong khi, nhitng thir nudi 1on ching. Nhitng bong hoa d6 héo 1ia khi em cham vao. Emda

O gang bat anh mat troi quay lai voi trdi mdc qua, nhung nd khong tuan theo énh em”

“Thai do ctia ba gda Beaton dang 1§ phai lam giai phong ra gié phi thity bai em cam thay bi de doa, hoic lira phi thity vi em cam thay minh dang bi nguy
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hiém C6 1& chuyén du hanh thoi gian da gay ton hai dén phép thuét ctia em” Matthew nhiu may goi y.
Toi cin mdi. “Déng 1§ em khong nén mét binh tinh va cho ba dy thdy em c6 thé im gi.”

“Ba ta biét em dAy quyén ning. M vi s¢' héi ciia ba ta dAy &p cin phong” Anh mét anh ning triu. “C6 & con qua sém dé em xudt hién trude mét ngudi
]a.”

Nhung gior thi da qua mudn roi.

Céc thanh vién ctia B [ii Bong dém xuét hién canh miy 6 cira s6, nhitng khu6n miit xanh tai ép sat vao cira kinh nhu nhitng ngdi sao trong mjt chdm
sao khong tén.

“khéng khi ém wot s& m hong vay 4o ciia ¢b Ay mit, Matthew, ma d6 1 b duy nhét trong chinh & vira vin véi ¢o dy,” George méng, 16 dau ra khoi
céanh ctra s0. Khuon mét yéu tinh ctia Tom ciing hién ra bén vai George.

“T6i da tyr minh thurong thire rdil” Kit gao 1én, mo tung mdt canh cira s6 khac manh dén ndi cac tim kinh kéu lanh canh. “Mu gia Xau xi dy 12 mot nu phit
thity chinh hi¢u. T6i s€ cho ba gda Beaton vao mot trong nhitng v& kich ctia toi. Cac vi 6 bao gio tudng turong ndi nu cé the lam chuyén do voi mot cai
chuong cti ky khong?”

“Lich sir trong quéa khtr cia anh di vi céc phi thity s& khong bi Bing quén dau, Matthew,” Walter n6i, d6i chan anh ta dang nghién lao xao trén nén soi
khi anh ta ctiing Henry nhép hdi voi ching 61 ngoai vaon. “Ba ta s€ néi ra. Phu nit nhu ba goa Beaton ludn lam the.”

“Néu ba ta ndi ra diéu chong lai anh, Matt, liéu c6 Iy do dé lo ing khong?” Henry nhe nhang hoi.
“Ching t6i 1 nhitng sinh vét khac ngudi, Hal, trong thé giéi ctia con ngudi. Ludn lubn c6 Iy do dé lo ling,” Matthew dap mot céch durt khodt.
Ban dang doc truyén Mgt Ma Phii Thiry duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Tai mién phi nhidu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.

Chuong 5

B2 lii Bong dém c6 thé tranh luin triét 1Y, nhumg tht cé déu nhat trf réing s& vAn phai tim m)t phi thity. Matthew phéi George va Kit i o hoi & Oxford,
cting nhur dé hoi tham vé cudn co thur gia kim thudt bi an cua ching toi.

Sau bita ti vao thir Nam, ching 61 ngdi quiy quan quanh 1o sudi trong dai sanh. Henry cung Tom doc sach va tranh luén vé chiém tinh hoc hodc toan
hoc. Walter va Kit choi xtic xic & ban dai, trao doi nhirng y twdng vé cac tac phamvan chwong m6i nhét cta ho. Toi dang doc to mdt cudn sach ctia
Walter i The Faerie Queenei dé luyén trong 4m va chéng thich n6 hon nhiing tic pham king man thoi Elizabeth.

“Mo dau qua dot ngdt, Kit a. anh s& im khan gid so chét khiép, ho & rdi khoi rap trude khi mén hai bt dau mt,” Walter phan dbi. “N6 can nhiéu
phiéu luu hon.” Ho mo6 xé Doctor Faustus hang gio dong ho r6i. Camon ba gda Beaton, vo kich da ¢ mdt man md dau moi.

“anh khong phai Faustus ctia t6i, Walt, vi tit ca cai vé gia vo tri thirc cta anh,” Kit rit Ién. “Hay xem sur can thip cta anh da lam gi cau chuyéncia
Ednmund. The Faerie Queene 1a mdt cau chuyén‘hoe‘m hao tha vi vé dlrc vua Arthur. Gid' n6 Ia mot md hon don tham hoa ctia Malory va Virgil, n6 ctr thé
ctr the, va roi Gloriana — lam on di. Nir hoang gin gia va quai g& bang ba goa Beaton roi. Toi s€ tht sy kinh ngac néu Edmund hoan thanh duoc no, véi
nhing gi anh bao hén ta lam Néu anh nuon foru danh nudn thud trén san khau, thi hily néi chuyén véi Will. hian udn can kiét y tudng day.”

“anh dong y chir, Matthew?”” George thiic giuc. anh ching dang goi lai cho chiing t6i cng viée tim kiém cudn ¢ thu m mdt ngay ndo d6 s& duoc biét
dén voi cai tén Ashmole 782.

“Toi xin 16i, George. anh ni gi 4?”” C6 mdt thoang t6i 161 hién Ién trong doi méit x4m that than ctia Matthew. Toi biét cac d4u hiéu khi bi phan tim kiéu
ay. Toi da tirng bi nhu vay trong mot cube hop cta khoa. Cac y nghi ctia anh ¢6 1€ dang bi phén tan boi nhitng 16i trd chuyén trong phong, dong hoi
twdng van tiép tuc bi cudn theo ba gda Beaton, ndi dung clia nhitng tdi thur van tiép tuc duoc chuyén dén.

“khong ngudi bén séch ndo tlmg nghe ndi dén mdt tac pham vé thuéit gid kim quy hiém dang lru hanh trong thanh phd. Toi da hoi mot ngudi ban & nha
tho Christ, anh ta cling chang bict gi. Toi s€ tiép tuc do hoi nhé?”

Matthew mo miéng dinh dép lai, nhung tiéng d6 v vang 1én ngoai hénh lang khi canh cira trude nding né mo tung ra. anh dimg phét ddy. Walter va
Henry nhay dung Ién, loang quang so vao nhitng con dao gam, thir ho ludn deo bén nguroi.

“Matthew?” mit giong ndi xa la rét c6 Am séc vang Ién oang oang khién 16ng tay t6i dung dimg 1én theo ban ning. Nghe trong tréo nhur tiéng nhac, ching
gidng tiéng néi ctia mdt con ngwoi. “anh 6 day khong?”

“Di nhién, né dang & day,” ai d6 dap lai, giong hin du duong c6 am diéu thd ngir Welsh. “Hay ding c4i mili ctia minh di. Con ai khac c6 cai mii nhu mdt
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g ban tap hoa vao ngiy gia vi twroi séng duge chuyén dén tir bén tau nira chi?”

Tich tic sau hai déng ngudi vam vd trong nhitng chiéc 40 choang khong tay thd rap miu ndu xuat hién & d4u kia cin phong, noi Kit va George van ngdi
V6i con xiic Xic va nhing cudn sach. Trong thoi dai cua tOi, cac ddi bong chuyén nghicp s& tuyén ngay nhiing ngudi moi t6i ndy. Ho ¢6 canh tay to qua
kho v6i duong gin ndi gb Ién, ¢b tay to bé, hai chin dy co bap, bd vai rén chéc. Khi hai nguoi dan 6ng d6 t6i gin, anh sang tlr cac ngon nén lam doi
miét ho sang long lanh va nhay nhét trén duong mép thir vii khi sac lem da duoc mai gitia k§ cang cta ho. mot ke la ga khdng 16 toc vang cao hon
Matthew chimg hai phan; ke kia la mot ga toc do thap hon anh khoang mur6i lam phén, c6 mot bén mit trai bi lac thay r6. Ca hai khong qua ba muroi.
Keé téc vang thu thai, nhe nhom, du han dang thd gap. Con tén toc do dang gidn dit va chang thém quan tdm ai biét chuyén do.

“Cht clia ta ddy roi. Chi mang dén cho ching ta mdt cude chién, rdi bién mét m khong noi mot i, ma ca rong téc vang on ton noi, vira it thanh kiém
sac bén dai qua kho ra khoi vo.

Walter va Henry ciing rit vii khi. Ho da nhén ra nhitng ngur6i dan 6ng nay.

“Gallowglass. Tai sao chau lai & day?” Matthew hoi chién binh toc vang voi giong diéu bdi ri dé chimg,

“Dinhién la bon chau dang tim chi. Hancock va t6i da ¢ cing chi hom thir Bay ma.” Boi ¥t xanh lanh 1o ctia Gallowglass nheo lai khi khong nhan
duge cau tra 161 han trong giong mdt tén cudp bién dang trén da chém giét. “O Chester.”

“Chester?” Nét nit Matthew chuyén sang vé kinh hoang, “Chester!”

“Phai. Chester,” Hancock dau do nhéc lai. héin gim lén va 16t phéing doi ging tay da dai w6t sting nurde tir hai canh tay, ném chiing xudng san nha canh 1
suoi. “Khi anh khong dén hoi hop vai chiing t61 nhur ké hoach vao ngay Cha Nhat, bon t6i d tim hiéu. Tén chii quan tro ndi rang anh da bo di, ngac
nhién that, tham chi con khong them gia tien.”

“hén néi chi dang ng61 bén canh o sudi udng rugu vang mot phit trude, phit sau da bién mét,” Gallowglass ké “ira hiu gai — cai dira nhd xiu c6 méi
toc den ma khong thé roi niit khoi cha ay — da gy nén mdt vu khuay dao. A khang khiang chii da bi nhiing hon ma mang di.”

T6i nhém mét khi chot hiéu ra. Chang Matthew Roydon, nguoi dang & Chester thé ky murdi sau da bién mit vi anh ta bj thay thé boi chang Matthew dén
tr Oxfordshire hién dai. Khi nao ching t6i di khoi, Mgtthew thé ky muroi sau, doé.p chirng, m&i xuat hién trd lai. Thoi gian s& khong cho phép ca hai
Matthew c6 mét cting mdt noi, trong ctng mdt thoi diém. Chiing t6i d3 lam thay d6i lich sir ngoai du dinh.

“D0 la @ém Halloween, nén cau chuyén cua c6 4 16 rang cting o Iy,” Hancock thira nhan, chuyén s chii ¥ sang chiéc 4o choang ctia minh. hn rii nude
ra khoi cac nép gip va quing n 1én chiéc ghé bén canh, tha vao khong khi mia dong mii hong ctia ¢ xuan.

“Nhitng nguoi ndy | ai, Matthew?” Toi dén gin hon dé nhin ho 16 hon. anh quay sang dit tay lén tay toi, gitt t0i & yén chd ctia minh.
“Ho 1a ban,” Matthew noi, nhitng 1nd luc ctia anh khién 61 ban khodn liéu ¢6 phai anh dang ndi that khong,

“A, a. c6 ta khong phai ma.” Hancock ngd qua vai Matthew, da thit toi lién dong cting lai.

Di nhién Hancock va Gallowglass 1 ma ca rong. Con c6 sinh vét ndo khac ¢6 thé to 1on va ¢6 ci nhin dam méu nhur thé chir?

“c ta ciing khong phéi dén tir Chester,” Gallowglass d@m chiéu néi. “c6 ta lic ndo ciing séang le 10i nhur thé 4?7

Loi ninay c6 thé la ing, nhung y nghia ctia n6 thi thue 10 rang, Toi lai dang phat sang, Chuyén do thinh thoang xay dén khi t6i tirc gidn, hogic dang tp
trung vao mdt van dé. Lai mot bicu hién quen thudc khac clia sttc manh phu thily, va ma ca rong c6 thé phat hién thay anh sang xanh nhot d6 bang cap
mit tinh twong siéu nhién ctia ho. Cam thay 16 liéu, t6i budc ki lai nip sau bong Matthew.

“Thé chang gitp ich dugc gi dau, tiéu thr. Tai ching ti ciing tinh trdng nhu cép it viy. Dong miu phu thily cuia ¢6 dang liu lo nhu mt chi chima dy.”
Cap long miy rAmri méu d6 ctia Hancock nhuéng 1én khi hén ta chua chat nhin ban dng hanh. “Réc r6i lun di cling véi phu nir.”

“Réc r6i khong ngde dau. Néu chon, t6i tha dong hanh ctng voi mot phy nit con hon a ciu.” Chién binh toc vang huéng dén Matthew. “that 1 mdt ngly
dai, mong cua Hancock dang € 4m, va han dang doi. Neu chi khong n6i that nhanh voi hén 1y do mt phi thily xuat hién trong nha chu, thi chéu khong
dam chac 1a ¢6 ta s€ dugc tiép tuc an toan dau.”

“Chuyén niy chic chin lién quan dén Berwick,” Hancock tuyén bd. “Bon phi thity chét bAm. Ludn uon gay ra réc roi.”

“Berwick?” Nhip tim cta t6i thot Ién. Toi nhin ra cai tén ndy. mot trong nhitng phién xét xtr phu thiy tai tiéng nhat & nude anh, Isles cling bi lién quan.
Toi tim kiém trong b nhé ctia minh ngay thang dién ra sw kién dy. Chac chian n6 phai xay ra truée hodc sau nam 1590, néu khong Matthew s& khong
chon thoi di€ém ndy dé ho xuyén thoi gian dén. Nhung nhitng 101 ti€p theo ctia Hancock da xua tat ca y nghi vé nién dai cting lich sur ra khéi dau toi.
“Chuyén d6, hay mot cong vu moi ndo khéac ciia Dai Hoi Pong ma Matthew s& muén ching ta dan xép cho.”

“Pai Hoi Dong u?” Mt Marlowe nheo lai, anh ta nhin Matthew vé dénh gid. “Chuyén ndy K thit? Chéing k& anh chinh o mjt trong nhitng thanh vién b
an?”

“Di nhién roi, d6 1 sy that! anh tuéng Matthew giit cho anh khoi cai thong long bang cach nio ha, nhéc Marlowe?” Hancock nhin quanh khéip phong,
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“khong c6 thir gi dé udng ngoai rurou vang a? Toi ghét cai trd miu me kiéu Phap ctia anh, de Clermont 2. Mon rugu ndy bj sao thé?”

“khong phai bay gid, Davy,” Gallowglass cin nhéin vi ban, dit anh mit hiin thi gin chit vao Matthew.

Hai mit t6i ciing dan chiit vao anh, trong khi cam giac kinh khing vé cau chuyén dang sang t6 bao trim Ry toi.

“Hay noi véi em ring khong phai di,” t6i thi thAm. “Hay n6i anh khong gidu em chuyén nay.”

“anh khong thé n6i véi em didu d6 duge,” Matthew n6i thing, “anh da hira voi em c6 nhimg diéu bi mat nhung khong ddi tra, nhé khong?”

Toi thdy nhur phat dm. O nam 1590, Matthew ki mot thanh vién ciia Dai Hoi Pong, ma Pai Hoi Dong lai 12 keé thii ctia ching toi.

“Con Berwick thi sa0? anh da ni voi em khong c6 nguy hiém ndo lién quan dén vu sin ing phu thiy.”

“khong co g tai Berwick anh hudng dén ching ta ¢ ddy ca,” Matthew cam doan véi toi.

“Chuyén gi xay ra & Berwick?”” Walter héi, vé kho chiu.

“Trude khi ching ta roi Chester, tin tirc da lot ra khoi Scotland. m6t nhom dong cac phi thily tu tap trong mot ngdi lang ¢ phia dong Edinburgh vao dém
Halloween,” Hancock noi. “Nguoi ta lai nlnc dén con bao ma Iii phi thity Dan Mach goi dén vio miia hé wira rdi, ca chuyén cot nude bién tién doén syr
xuat hién ctia mt sinh vat cé nhitng quyén ning déng sg.”

“Céc nha cam quyén da khoanh ving hang ta ké nghéo hén khdn khd,” Gallowglass tiép tuc, doi miéit xanh lam bang gia ctia hén van khong roi Matthew.
“Mu dan ba khon ranh & thi tran Keith, ba goa Sampson, dang doi nha vua tham van trong him nguc dién Holyrood. Ai biet dugc co bao nhiéu ké s&
ctng nhap hoi voi nu trude khi vu viée nay két thic?”

“Cu mudn n6i 1 nha vua tra tAn,” Hancock ]ambam “Ching ké rang my ta bi phong 4n trong mot soi ddy phi thity dé mu tuyét dbi khong thé quyén rit
B¢ ha, va bi xich vao trdng ma khong cho 3n udng.” Toi ngdi thup xudng,

“Vay ddy c6 phéi a ké bi két toi khong?” Gallowglass hoi Matthew. “Va t6i ciing thich giao ko di bén déu ¢6 loi ciia ¢6 nang phi thy iy, néu toi ¢
the: gitt bi mat, nhung khong doi tra.”

mot sy im king kéo dai trude khi Matthew tra 101 “Diana Ia vo t6i, Gallowglass.”

“anh bo roi ching t6i & Chester vi mot a dan ba 42 Hancock kinh hai. “Nhung ching ta ¢6 viée phai lam day!”

“Cu thit ¢6 tai ndm bit sai y chinh déy, Davy.” Anh nhin ciia Gallowglass chuyén sang t0i. “Vo ctia chii?”” hiin thén trong hoi. “VAy ddy chi | mdt su
sap xep ve mit phap ludt d€ thoa mén tinh hiéu ky cua loai ngudi, va hop thirc hoa su hién dién cua c6 a ¢ day trong khi Pai Hoi Bong quyét dinh twong
lai ctia 6 & ha?”

“khong chi & vo ctia t61,” Matthew tha nhan. “c6 dy con | ngwoi két doi cing toi nita.” mdt ma ca rong két doi sudt doi khi b bude phéi im thé boi s
ket hop mang tinh ban néng cua tinh cam yéu throng, sur cudn hit hoa hop, sur thém khat nhuc cam va hap dan nhau. Moi day lién két d6 chi c6 thé bi
pha vd bdi céi chét. Ma ca rong cé the két hon vo so lan, nhung chi két doi duy nhat mot lan.

Gallowglass chiri ria, nhung 4m thanh d6 hdu nhur b nhan chim boi sy khodi tr clia gi ban.

“Véay ma Buc gido hoang tuyén bd thoi dai ciia nhiing phép mau da qua,” Hancock gao én. “Matthew de Clermont cudi cling da két doi. Nhung khong
phai voi loai nguoi an phan, tamthuong hay m6t nang wearh duoc gido duc thich hop, ké biét 15 Vi tri ctia minh s& phai am gi. khong phai danh cho

Matthew cuia ching ta. Gi¢ khi cudi cung anh chang ciing quyét 6n dinh véi mbt phu ni, thi d6 phai i mot phi thity. Chiing ta ¢6 nhiéu diéu phai lo Eing
hon nhitng nguoi tot bung & Woodstock nay day.”

“C6 gi khong 6n voi Woodstock 42” T6i nhin Matthew kém theo mdt cai nhiu may.
“khong c6 g, Matthew dap thoang nhur gi6. Nhung gi ma ca rdng cao lon toc vang lai m toi chi y.

A

“mOt my gia phai gio nao d6 da nght xiu & phién chg. Mu ta  dang 6 16i cho ¢6.” Gallowglass sam soi toi tir dau t6i chén nhur thé dang ¢6 hinh dung lam
sao mot ké qué thiéu hip dan nhur thé nay lai gy ra nhidu ric r6i dén vay.

“Ba gda Beaton,” toi nin thd ndi.

sy xudt hién ctia Francoise cling Charles da ngan cudc noi chuyén di xa hon. Frangoise ¢6 banh gimg thom phirc va ruou vang ném gia vi danh cho
nhing ké mau nong. Kit (ngudi chang bao gior thaly mien cudng khi thir cac thir chira trong hm ruou ctia Matthew) va George (dang timkiém chit it
thanh binh sau nhitng tiét 1§ trong buoi toi nay) lién ra gitip ho. Ca hai d€u c6 dang vé ctia cac khan gia dang chd doi man bi€u dién ke tiep.

Charles, nguoi c6 nhiém vu phuc vu ma ca rf}ng, mang dén mdt c4i binh tinh xéo voi tay cém‘béng bac va ba chiéc cbc vai bang thity tinh thanh cao. Thir
chat 16ng ¢ bén trong sam va duc mau hon bat ¢t loai reou nao. Hancock chin Charles lai roi hudng vé phia moi nguoi trong nha.

“T6i can thirc udng gi d6 ning hon thir Matthew van diing,” héin n6i, tom Iy mot chiéc cdc vai trong khi Charles thd hon hén ngay truée mat. Hancock
https://thuviensach.vn



dénh hoi thir dung trong chiéc binh va ciing ly mdt coc. “Toi da khong ¢6 méu tuoi ba ngdy nay 16i. anh ¢6 khau vi ky quéi véi phu ni, de Clermont a,
nhung khong ai c6 thé ché trach long hi¢u khach cta anh ca.”

Matthew ra hiéu Charles huréng vé phia Gallowglass, ké ciing dang udng mot cach thém khét. Khi Gallowglass udng dén 16p cin cudi cling, héin dua tay
quét ngang miéng.

“Sao ha?” hén hoi. “Chéu biét chi ni thi giéi im, nhung phéi cé mot 10 giai thich ndo d6 cho viée tai sao chit dé ban than vudng vao chuyén nay.”
“Chuyén nay nén thao luan riéng,” Walter n6i, dwra mét nhin George cting hai yéu tinh kia.

“Tai sao thé, Raleigh?” Giong Hancock nhuém méau giy hin. “De Clermont c¢6 rét nhiéu diéu can tra Ioi. Ca c6 phi thiy ctia anh ta cling thé. Va nhimg
cdu tra 101 do tot nhat 1a tir miéng c6 ta. Chiing t6i da di ngang qua mot linh muyc trén duong. han di cung hai quy 6ng, bon c6 méy cai vong eo thinh
vuong ay. Can clr theo nhiing gi t61 nghe duoc thi ban két doi ctia de Clermont s& c6 ba ngay...”

“It nhat Iz nam,” Gallowglass chinh lai.

“C6 I8 1a ndm,” Hancock ndi, hit dau vé phia gi ban dong hanh, “trude khi ¢ ta bi dua di xét xir, hai ngiy dé nghii ra xem phai ndi gi vi céc vi quan
toa, va khong dén nira gio dé quyet dinh mot 101 n6i doi thuyét phuc danh cho vi cha xir kia. Tot nhat 1a cau nén ké ngay cho ching toi sy that.”

Moi sur chii y déu d6 don vao Matthew, anh van dimg im king,

“Ddng hd & diém muroi lim phit nhanh théi,” Hancock nhéic anh sau mdt khoang thoi gian trdi qua.

To1 chit dong néi. “Matthew bao v€ t6i khoi nhirng nguoi cua minh.”

“Diana,” Matthew gim lén.

“Matthew da can thiép vao chuyén ndi bd ctia phi thiy u?” Mt Gallowglass mo 16n.

Toi gat dau. “Khi nguy hiém da qua, ching t6i da két doi.”

“Va tit ca chuyén nay xay ra tir chiéu dén lic sim tdi ngaty thir Bay 42 Gallowglass [ic lic dau. “co s& phai lam tot hon thé, ba co a.”

“Ba c6 u?” Toi quay sang Matthew trong con choang vang. Péu tién la Berwick, 1di dén Dgi Hoi Pong, va gid 1 chuyén nay. “Ca. .1 dién khing nay
1 chau trai anh a? D€ em doan nhé. Ciu ta la con trai ctia Baldwin!” Gallowglass co' bap gan bang nguroi anh trai ¢6 mii toc mau dong cua Matthew —
va ciing ¢ chip y nhur vdy. Nhimg anh emnha de Clemr)nt khac ma i biét a: Godfey, Lousia, va Hugh (nguoi ndy chi duoc nhic dén ngfin gon va bi
hiém). Gallowglass c6 thé 1 con ctia bat cir ai trong s ho — hoic ciia ai 6 khdc trong cdy gia pha loing ngoang ctia Matthew.

“Bald’win‘ u?’iGallowglass gia vo rung minh mot cach chng diéu. “Tham chi trude khi t6i tré thanh mot Wearh,’ 161 d3 bibt khong duoc dé con quai vat
d6 dén gan ¢6 cta minh. Hugh de Clermont 14 cha t6i. B¢ cung cap thong tin cho ¢6, dén toc cta t6i 1 nguoi Ulthénar, khong phai | ga dién khing. Va
t1 chi c6 mot phan ngudi Norse — phan tao nhd, thanh lich, néu ¢d can biét. Phan con lai la goc Scot, c6 lién hé véi nguoi Ireland.”

“Bon dan Scot I i ban tinh,” Hancock b sung,

Gallowglass thira nhin ki nhén xét ctia gi ban dong hanh bing mdt ot gidt nhe noi vanh tai. Chiéc nhén vang Bp lnh dudi dnh sang, trén d6 6 khéic
dudng nét ctia chiéc quan tai. mt ngudi dan ong dang gidm Ién d6, con cé mot khau hiéu & quanh vién nita.

“Céc nguoi k hiép si Toi tim kiém mdt chiéc nhén tuong ximg trén ngon tay Hancock. N6 & d6, & vi tri ky quéic trén ngon ci ctia héin ta. Cudi cing
day 1a bang chirng rd rang cho thay Matthew ciing c6 dinh liu vao cong vu cuia hi€p si dong Thanh Lazarus.

“A 4, Gallowglass Ié nhé n6i, dot ngdt nghe gidng nhur khi hiin thira nhin minh & mdt ngwdi Scot, “ludn c6 tranh cai vé chuyén do. Ching toi khong phai
kiéu hiép simic 4o giap sang loang, ding khong Davy?”

“Ding thé. Nhung nhitng ngudi nha de Clermont ¢6 vi tién day Eim. Tién nhu thé rat kho ma tir chdi duoc,” Hancock nhan xét, “déic biét khi ho hira hen
cho c6 mdt cudc song dai lau d€ huodng thu nd.”

“Ho ciing 14 nhitng chién binh dit dan nita.” Gallowglass lai vubt séng miii. N6 bi san phing, c6 vé da bi dap giy va khong bao gior lanh kin hoan toan
duoc.

“0, phai. Nhitng tén con hoang d6 d giét t6i true khi ctru ti. Ching con chita con miit bi hong ctia t6i nita,” Hancock vui vé n6i, tay chi vao mi niit bi
léch.

“Vay cdu trung thanh v6i ngudi nha de Clermont.” sy nhe nhdm bét chot quét qua. Toi thich c6 Gallowglass va Hancock I nhitng ddng minh hon i ké
thty, can ctr vao tai hoa dang ndy mamnay.

“khong phai ludn luon,” Gallowglass u am dap.

“khong phai voi Baldwin. hén 1 tén cho chét quy quyét. Va khi Matthew cur xir nhu mdt thing ngde, ching t6i khong chii y dén cau ta nira.” Hancock
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khit mifi, chi vio c4i banh gimg, dang bi ling quén nam trén ban. “C6 ai an c4i d6 khong, néu khong ching t6i c6 thé némnd vao 1 sudi? M ciia
Matthew quén véi mii d6 an Charles nau khién t6i phat om.”

“Vinhiing vi khach dang dén, ching ta nén danh thoi gian dé quyét dinh mot phirong thire hanh dong hon 1 néi chuyén lich sir gia dinh,” Walter non
néng Ién tieng,

“Chia oi, khong c6 thoi gian dé nghi ra mot ké hoach dau,” Hancock hd hoi noi. “Thay vao do, Matthew va céc quy ngai nén cau nguyén di thoi. Bon ho
1 nguoi ctia Chila. C6 18 Nguoi dang ling nghe déy.”

“C6 18 co phu thiy nay ¢6 thé bay khoi day,” Gallowglass im bam. Ga gio ca hai tay 1én trong tur thé im king d4u hang khi bi Matthew trimg mit nhin.
“0, nhung c6 ta khong thé.” Tat ca cac cip mét déu quay sang Marlowe. “c6 ta thim chi khong thé 1am cho Matthew mot bo rau.”

“Chu di lai véi mot phu thﬁy, chéng lai tAt ca sy Ién 4n pglﬂém khic ctia Pai Hoi Déng, ma ¢ ta lai vo gia tri a?”” khong thé bibt Gallowglass dang tora
cam ph@.n hay nghi ngd nhieu hon. “mot ngudi vo cé the goi bao hoac khien chg ké thu ctia phﬁ chiu mdt tran dau dén khning khiép trén da thit chiac chan
12 loi the 164, chau chiic mirng chi. Nhung con mét phu thity thdm chi khong thé phuc vu chong ¢6 ta stra b rau thi ¢ gi tot?”

“Chi c6 Matthew mdi curéi mot phi thily tir cai noi Chila m6i biét durge ma lai khong co phép phii thity,” Hancock can nhén voi Walter.

“Tét ca chc nguoi im ngay!” Matthew khong thé kimnén hon duoc nita. “Ta khong thé suy nghii nhitng cau chuyén vo VAN vO nghia thé ndy. Diana ching
c6 16i gi trong viée ba goa Beaton 14 mOt my gia ngu ngbe thich xen ngang vao chuyén cia nguoi khic, hay viéc co 4y khong thé thi trién phap thuat khi b
ra lénh. Vo t0i da bi yémbua thoi mién. Va két thic chuyén ndy ¢ day. Néu con ai trong can phong nay chét van ti hay phé phan Diana, thi ti s& moc
tim ngudi d6 ra cho hén an trong khi né van con dap day.”

“PAy chinh k& chiia t¢ va 6ng chil ctia ching ta,” Hancock noi vi tu thé kinh cho nhao béng. “Trong mot phit t6i da e so anh k ké bi bo bia mé. Du
the, gromda. Neu co ta da bi yém buia thoi mién, thi c6 chuyén gi khong 6n voi ¢d ta sao? ¢6 ta ¢ nguy hiém khong? Bi dién u? Hay ca hai?”

Phat buc vi Il chau trai, nhimg vi cha x(r bi kich dong, va réc i phét sinh & Woodstock, t6i i lai phia sau dé ngdi xudng ghé. Vi khong quen véi vay 4o
£0 bo, t6i mat thing bang va suyt nga.

mdt ban tay manh m& vut dua ra, tom Ky khuyu tay t6i, rdi d& t6i ngdi xubng ghé véi vé lich thiép déng kinh ngac.

“Onca rE}L ¢6 a.” Gallowglass thdt ra mdt tiéng cam thong nhe nhang. “Chau khong ghéc dau oc ¢d ¢ hong hoc g, nhung Matthew s& chiam soc cho
0. Chu ay c6 mot trai tim am &p voi cac linh hon 1am lac, Chuia ban phude cho cha ay.”

“Toi thdy chong mit, chir khong bi loan tri,” toi van lai.

Anh miit Gallowglass toe lira trong khi héin dua miéng ké sét tai toi. “Nhitng 101 & ctia ¢6 dit 1on xon dé moi ngudi nghif ¢6 bi loan tri, va t6i khong chéc vi
linh myc s& nght theo cach nao. Hon nita c6 cting khong dén tir Chester hay bat cir noi ndo t6i tirng di qua — ma t6i d di rat nhiéu day, ba cd a. 6 nén
tru tAm dén hanh vi ctr chi ctia minh néu khong muon bi nhdt trong ham mo nha tho.”

Nhitng ngon tay dai tom chit bo vai Gallowglass kéo hén ra. “Néu cau da hoan thanh viéc doa nat vo t6i — mdt bai tap v ich, ti cam doan véi cau dy
— cAu ¢6 thé n6i vai t6i vé nhirng ngudi dan ong ma cau da nhin thiy,” Matthew lanh nhat néi. “Bon ho ¢6 duoc trang bi vii khi khong?”

“khong,” Sau mdt lic nhin t61 véi vé thich thi, Gallowglass quay sang 6ng chui ctia minh.
“Va ai di cuing voi ngai b trudng?”

“Lam thé qudi no bon chéu biét dugc, Matthew? Ca ba déu la sinh vat méu nong va khong déng dé y dén fan thir hai. mdt tén béo, toc hoa rm, tén kia
tam voc trung binh va phan nan khong dit ve thoi tiet,” Gallowglass sot sang.

“Bidwell,” Matthew va Walter cing thdt lén.

“C6 I8 Iffley di cing 6ng ta,” Walter nhan dinh. “Hai ngudi bon ho e ndo ciing ca thén vé tinh trang dudng x4, tiéng on trong nha tro, cht lrong bia.”
“Bon ho I ai?” Téi én tiéng thic miéc.

“mdt ngudi dan 6ng turdng minh i ngudi im ging tay tot nhat nurée anh. Somers Am viée cho hén ta,” Walter dap.

“Ong chi Ifley dtng I da lam ging tay thil cong cho nit hoang,” George cong nhén.

“han ta im cho i hoang duy nhét mdt doi ging dai dé di sén tir hai thdp ky trude. Didu d6 ciing du khién Iffley trr thanh ngudi dan ng quan trong nhét
trong vong ba muroi dam quanh day, han ludn tha thiét thém mudn vinh dy d6.”” Matthew cudi khay vé khinh bi.

“khong ké ndo trong bon chiing théng minh ca. mdt i ngu xuén. Néu do 1 diéu 6t nhét dan ang nay ¢6 thé lamy, thi ching ta c6 thé quay lai v6i viée doc
séch ctia minh 161,

“Thé sa0?” Giong Walter gay git. “Chiing ta ngdi day va dé ching tim dén sao?”
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“Phai. Nhung Diana khong duoc rdi khoi tim it clia toi— hay ciia cau, Gallowglass,” Matthew canh céo.

“Chu khong cn phai nhéic nhé chau vé bon phan gia dinh, 6ng chii a. Chau cam doan ngudi vo nong ndy ctia chii s& Bim viée do trén chiée giwong cia
chi démnay.”

“Néng nay, toi u? Chdng t6i thanh vién ctia Bai Ho1 Dong mot nhom dan 6ng c6 vil trang dang cudi ngua dén day de budc tdi to1 lam hai mdt ba gia
o doc. Toi dang & noi xa la va van bi lac duong khi tr6 vé phong ngii ctia minh. Téi con chura ¢6 gy dé di va dang sdng trong ky tiic x4 toan cac thanh
nién voi cai miéng n6i khong ngimg!” Toi ndi da. “Nhung cau khong can ban tim dén chuyén ctia toi. T6i tyr lo cho minh duoc!”

“Ty lo cho minh u?” Gallowglass vira lic dau vira cuoi nhao. “khong, ¢6 khong thé. Va khi ndo tran chién nay két thic, ching ta s& cin xem xét lai cai
kiéu nhan trong am do. To6i khong hieu dugc dén mdt mra nhiing gi ¢6 néi.”

“co ta hin phéi la ngudi Ireland,” Hancock 1én tiéng, trimg mit nhin t6i. “Piéu do s& giai thich cho cai trd mé hodic va cach ndi néing 16n x6n nay. Hau hét
bon chiing déu bi dién.”

“cd ta khong phai nguoi Ireland,” Gallowglass néi. “Dii bon chiing ¢6 dién hay khong, t6i van hiéu bon chiing n6i gi.”

“Thoi ngay!” Matthew gim lén.

“Nhitng ngudi din 6ng trong lang dang dimg & cong,” Pierre thong bao khi tit ca van chim trong im king,

“Hay ra d6n ho di,” Matthew ra lénh. anh quay sang t6i. “Hay dé anh ni chuyén. Pumg tra 101 cac cau hoi ciia ho trir phi anh bao. Gid thi,” anh ndi
nhanh, “chiing ta khong thé dé bt ctr diéu gi. . . bat thudng xay ra nhu khi ba géa Beaton & day. Fm van con chong mét 4? Em cé can nam nghi khong?”

“To md. Emtd mod,” t6i ndi, hai ban tay siét chit. “Dimg lo ]ang vé phép thuat hay sirc khoe ctia em. Haly nghi xem anh phai mét bao lau dé tra 1oi cac
cau hoi ctia em sau khi ong bg truong dikhoi. Va néu anh co dudi ra bang cach vién cd rang ‘d6 khong phéi cu chuyén ciia anh, nén anh khong thé ké’
thi em s& san phéing anh ddy.”

“Vay la em hoan toan khoe 1o1.” Khoe miéng Matthew cong 1én. anh dat mdt ny hon Ién tran t6i. “anh yéu em, ma lionne.”
“Chu c6 thé dé danh nhimg 11 yéu dwong suét murdt sau dugc khong va cho ba ¢b ciia chau co hoi dé chin tinh di,” Gallowglass goi y.

“Tai sao moi nguoi thich chi bao 6i phéi lim gi v6i v minh thé nhi?”” Matthew dép tra. Nhirg vét ran nirt trong cai vé diém tinh ctia anh dang bat dau
xuét hién,

“Chau that sy khong thé khong 16i,” Gallowglass binh than noi. “c6 4y khién chau nhé dén ba ndi. Chiing ta ciing da khuyén ong Philippe vé cach tt
nhét dé kiém ché ba. Nhung 6ng ching nghe.”

Canh dan 6ng tyr sap xép chd ctia minh quanh phong, Vé bé ngoai ngau nhién trong vi tri ctia bon ho tao thanh mdt cai phéu ngudi — rong hon & 16i vao
phong, i hep dan vé phia canh 10 sudi noi Matthew va t6i ngdi. Trong khi George va Kit s& i nhitng nguoi dau tién chio don nguoi dai dién cho Chua
cung ban déng hanh ctia 6ng ta, thi Walter giéu voi con xtic x3c¢ va cudn Doctor Faustus trong mot ban in cudn Herodotus’s Histories duoc yéu thich.
Miic dit khong phai mdt cudn Kinh thanh, nhung Raleigh cam doan véi chiing t6i nd s& ¢6 vé trang trong can thiét trong tinh hubng nay. Kit vin con dang
phan ddi s bat cong trong viéc thay d6i nay thi tiéng budc chan va nhing giong ndi vang Ién.

Pierre dan ba nguoi dan 6ng vao phong. mot nguoi trong cue ky gidng chang trai tré manh khanh da do gidy cho t6i nén c6 the biét ngay day chinh I
Joseph Bidwell Ong ta giat minh trude tiéng cira d6ng ram sau heng nén ngodi lai nhin mdt cach khong thoai mai. Khi doi mét ky do ctia ong ta hudng t6i
phia trrde va thdy mdt nhom rt déng nguoi dang doi minh, ong ta lai nhay dung Ién Jan nira. Walter, nhén vét chiém vi tri chién Iuge & ngay gilta can
phong cing Hancock va Henry, phot I tay tho im gidy dang o Fing va némmdt c4i nhin khinh bi vé phia gi dan ong trong b dd theo dao vay bun.

“Didu gi mang cac vi dén day trong dém t6i thé nay, ong Danforth?” Raleigh lén tiéng hoi.

“Ngai Walter,” Danforth dap 14, ctii chdo va nhic chiéc mii ra khoi dau rdi vin vo né giira nhitng ngon tay. Ong ta nhan ra ngai Ba tudc
Northumberland.

“Thura dirc ngai! Toi khong biét ngai vin con & trong ving,”

“Ong ¢6 chuyén gi can sa0?”” Matthew vui vé hoi. anh van ngdi, hai chan dudi dai vé thu thai.

“A, ong chi Roydon.” Danforth lai ctii chao, ln néy huéng vé phia ching ti. Ong ta nhin t0i vé t md rdi so hai thu lai dnh mit dé hudng n6 vé véi chiée
i trén tay. “Ching t6i khong thiy ngai & nha ths hay vao thi tran. Bidwell nghii ngai ¢6 thé bi kho 6.”

Bidwell nhap nhom dm chan. Doi ting da cta 6ng ta kéu kép nheép, hai la phdi ciing gia nhp vao dan hop xuéng véi nhimg tleng tho kho khe va tiéng ho
khan. Chlec ¢b 40 xép nép ra xudng siét chit khi quan, va rung lén mdi khi 6ng ta ¢0 gang hit hoi vao. Chét vai lanh xép i d6 hién nhién 14 chét iéu may
méic ti hon ¢4, mdt vimg miu ndu nhdn md gin cim cho thiy ong ta vira an nude x5t thit vao bita toi.

“Phai, ta bi 5m & Chester, nhung da qua khoi, nhé on Chia va sir chiim soc tan tinh ctia vo ta.” Matthew voi sang ndm Ky tay t6i cling dng vé sing ai
ctia dtrc 6ng chong, “Béc sTnghi xén toc ta s€ loai bo duge con s6t, nhung Diana kién quyet rang tam mrde mat s€ giup ta kha én.”
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“Vo u?” Danforth yéu 6t hoi. “Ba goa Beaton khong ndi véi toi. ..
“Ta khong chia sé chuyén riéng tur ctia minh v6i nhimg phu nit dét nat,” Matthew lanh Ring tiép 1oi.

Bidwell hét hoi. Pau tién Matthew soi x¢t 6ng ta v6i vé quan tdm, sau d6 véi anh miét thiu hiéu c4n trong, T6i dang biét thém duroc rat nhidu diéu vé
chong minh trong buoi t6i hdom nay, bao gom thyre t€ anh ay ¢6 the 1a mdt dien vién gidi dang kinh ngac.

“0. Nhung di nhién céc vi dén ddy dé yéu cau Diana chita khoi bénh cho Bidwell.” Matthew thot Ién vé tiéc nudi. “dang c6 qué nhiu Ioi ngdi Ié doi
mach ctia nhitng ké an khong ngdi r6i. C6 phai tin tirc vé kha nang ctia vo ta moi day da lan rong khong?”

Trong thoi ky nay, kién thirc vé y hoc hoan toan g6i gon trong s hiéu biét ctia mdt phil thity. L& nao Matthew dang ¢ lim cho 6i gip rdc rdi u?
Bidwell mu6n dap 101, nhung tit ca nhitng gi ong ta ¢6 thé lam duoc 1 mot tiéng li nhi kém Fc dau.

“Néu 6ng khong dén ddy vi chuyén chira bénh, vay chic hin ong dén dé giao gidy ctia Diana.” Matthew nhin t0i triu mén, i hudng sang vi cha xir.
“khong nghi ngo gi nita nhu dng da nghe ndi day, hanh Iy ctia vo ta da bi mat trong chuyén di, dng Danforth.” su chi y ctia Matthew lai chuyén vé phia

nguoi thy dong giay, va mot thoang chi trich len 1oi vao giong anh. “Ta biét ong I ngudi ban ron, Bidwell, nhung ta hy vong it nhét 6 ongda ]amxong doi
gidy mau. Diana quyét tim dén nha tho trong tudn ny, mé con duong mon t6i phong 18 thurong xuyén ly 161, Ai do that sy nén dé mit dén nb.”

Ldng ngye Iffley ciing ctmg phin nd tir khi Matthew bét dAu noi. Cudi cling héin khong thé dtmg yén duoc nita.

“Bidwell da mang gidy ngai diit dén, nhung ching t6i khong ¢ mit & day dé phuc vu vo ngai hay rmy chuyén vat vinh v& giay dép va céc viing lay!”
Iffley kéo 4o choang vong qua hong ra ve quy phai dudng bé, nhung chat len ngdmmurde chi cang khién cho bo dang ong ta gidng mdt con chudt 1ot, véi
cai miii nhon, d6i it tron sang, “Hay ndi cho ba ta biét di, ong Danforth.”

Vi gidm muc Danforth déng kinh trong nhur thé th bi quay chin trong hoa nguc con hon phai ding ddy, tai nha ciia Matthew Roydon, d6i mit véi vo 6ng
ta.

“Nhanh lén. n6i vi ba ta di,”” Iffley hi thiic.

“da co nhitng bang chimg duoc dua ra. ..” Danfort méi ni duoc dén day thi Walter, Henry va Hancock sap lai.

“Néu ngai & day dé n6i vé cc bang chimg, thira ngai, ngai c6 thé ndi truc tiép véi toi hodic dirc ngai day,” Walter lanh king noi.
“Hodc voi t6i,” George noi to. “Toi hiéu rat nhidu v& uat.”

“A...O... Vang... thé thi...” Vimyc su i nhi nho dan r6i im king,

“Ba gba Beaton da d6 bénh. Ca cau Bidwell tré ciing thé,” Iffley n6i, quyét tim dén t6i bat chép lo Fing thim bai ciia Danforth.

“khong nghi ngd gi nita, d6 ciing i con sdt rét da hanh ha ta va gio | ngudi cha ciia chang trai y,” chong toi nhe nhang ndi. Cc ngon tay anh siét chit
lay tay t6i. Phia sau, Gallowglass kh& churi thé. “Chinh xac thi vi 1€ gi ma céc nguoi két t0i vo ta, Iffley?”’

“Ba gba Beaton da tir chdi tham dur vao cong viéc ma quy nio d6. Ba Roydon da nguyén ria lam ba ta nhirc khép va dau dau.”

“Con trai t0i d& mét di thinh gidc,” Bidwell ca thén, giong ong ta ddy dau kho va lanh ling “Hai tai n6 & dic nhur ¢6 tiéng chudng rung, Ba géa Beaton
n6iné da bi tri ém.”

“khong,” t6i thi thim. Méu dot nhién rit khéi dau khién 6 gidt minh ngd xudng, Hai ban tay ciia Gallowglass dit 1én vai t6i ngay lp tirc, gitr cho t6i ngdi
thing dugc.

Tir “trit ém” khién t6i nhin dim déim vao mot vure tham quen thude. N sor hti 16n nhét ludn 1 lic con ngwoi phat hién duoc 0i 1 hiu dué ciia Bridget
Bishop. Roi bat dau c6 nhitng anh mat to mo6 va ca nghi ngo. sur dap tra duy nhat c6 kha ning da bién mat. Toi ¢6 rit cac ngon tay ra khoi cai nam siét
ctia Matthew, nhung anh van kién dinh nhu mdt hon d4, khong lay chuyén n6i, con Gallowglass van giit hai vai toi.

“Ba goa Beaton tir [au van chiu dung can bénh thip khdp, con con trai ctia Bidwell bi chimg bach hau theo chu ky. Nhimg bénh d6 thuong dan t6i dau
don va bi diéc. Chuyén dau dm nay xay ra trude khi vo t6i toi Woodstock.” Matthew phéy ban tay con lai bac bo vé udi nhac. “Ba o ghen ty voi tai
khéo o ciia Diana, con chang Joseph tré thi bi mt hdn vi sic dep ciia ¢6 Ay va ghen ty voi doi song hon nhén ctia t6i. Day khong phai chimg ctr, ma
nhirg trd tuéng twong vo cong rdi nghé.”

“La mt ngudi con cta Chia, 6ng chu Roydon, t6i ¢6 trach nhiém coi ching 1 nghiém trong. Toi van dang doc day.” Ong Danforth cho tay vao cai 4o
choang den trén nguoi 101 ra mot thep gidy rach nat. Tap glay khong dén murdi hai t& duoe khau véi nhau so sai bing soi day tho ban. Thoi gian va viée
str dung nhiéu d4 1m mém céc tho gidy, son mép va khién céc trang nga méu xam. Toi & xa qua khong nhin 15 durgc tiéu dé ciia n6. Dii vy, ca ba ma ca
1ng va George déu thiy, mit ho tring béch.

“D6 I mdt phin ctia Malleus Maleficarum. Ta khong biét ring tiéng Latin ctia 6ng du gioi dé doc duge mdt tac phdmkhé dén thé, ong Danforth,”
Matthew n6i. 6 1a ban chi thi san king phu thily c6 tam anh hiwdng nhat tirng duge soan ra, va cai tiéu dé giang mdt don kinh hoang vao trai tim mot phu
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thily.
Vi cha xir t6 vé bi sinhyc. “T6i da vao dai hoc, dng chi Roydon a.”

“Toi that nhe nhdm khi nghe diéu d6. Cudn sach 4y khong nén nim trong tay ciia nhitng ké mé tin hay dan don.”
“Ngai biét n6 u?”” Danforth hoi.

“Toi cling da vao dai hoc ma,” Matthew hoa nha dap.

“Vay thi ngai hiéu Iy do t6i phéi thAm van ngudi phy nit ndy.” Danforth ¢ tién sau vao trong phong. Tiéng gim gir trim thip ctia Hancock khién 6ng ta
dung khyng lai.

“Vor t6i khong gip kho khan nao véi van dé thinh gidc ca. Ong khong can t6i gin hon dau.”
“T6i da bao dng la ba Roydon co nhitng strc manh siéu nhién ma!” Iffley ndi vé déc thing,

Danforth siét chit cudn sach ctia minh. “Ai da day ba nhitng thir ndy, ba Roydon?” dng ta kéu to, tiéng vong vang khip sanh. “Ba da hoc phép thuat phi
thity tir ai?”
Day chinh i cach sur dién rd niy bét dau: véi nhitng cau hoi dugc thiét ké hong dat by nguoi bi bude toi Ién 4n cac sinh vat khac nguoi khac. da ¢6
thoi, cac phi thily bj bua giang trong mang ludi nhitng loi doi trd va huy diét. Hang ngan nguoi dong dao cua t0i da b tra tan va giet hai nho nhiing xao
thudt nay. sy phti nhan da lam bam dang Ién trong ¢ hong toi.

“Dlmg.” mdt tir canh céo duy nhit ciia Matthew dugc thit ra bang tiéng thi thim lanh bing

“Nhirng chuyén la ing dang xay ra ¢ Woodstock. mot con huwou duc tréing bang qua duong di ciia ba gda Beaton,” Danforth tiép tuc. “N6 ding lai trén
duong 16n va nhin chiim chim cho t6i khi da thit ba Ay lanh toat. Pém qua, c¢6 mdt con s6i xam bén ngoai nha ba ta. Anh Imt 16 sang re trong dém tdi,
sang hon ca nhiing ngon dén treo bén ngoai dé gip nhing nguoi lir hanh tim noi tranh bao. Con ndo trong nhitng sinh vat 4y quen thudc voi ba? Aida
ban ting ba nhiing thir §6?” Lan nay Matthew khong can bao t6i phai im ling, Nhung cau hoi ctia muc su dang theo ding mot khuén mau ndi tigng ma
t61 da dugc nghién ctru khi con 14 nghién ctru sinh.

“A phi thity nay phéi tra 1oi cdu hoi ctia ong, 6ng Danforth a,” Iffley khéng khang, giat giat dng tay 40 ciia ban dong hanh. “sur xac lio nhur thé dén tir mot
sinh vat ciia bong dém 1 khong thé chip nhan durgc trong cong dong ngoan dao.”

“Vo ctia ta khong ni chuyén voi ai ma khong duoc ta cho phép,” Matthew néi. “Va xin 161, Ong goi ai i a phu thity vay, Ifley.”” Nhitng nguoi dan kng
ndy cang thach thire, Matthew cang ctmg réin kiém ché ban than hon.

Anh mt vi dai dién ctia Chia di chuyén tir t1 sang Matthew 1di lai quay vé o1, TOi nén mit ﬁéng rén.
“Thoa thuan ctia ba ta voi quy dir khién ba ta khong thé ndi ra sy tht,” Bidwell én tiéng,

“Yén ndo, dng chi Bidwell,”” Danforth khién trach. “Con mudn néi gi néo, con ciia ta? Ai da gidi thiéu con voi quy dit? C6 phai mdt ngudi phu nir khéc
khong?”’

“Hay m0t ngudi dan 6ng?” Iffley thi thao. “Ba Roydon khong phai dira tre bong t0i duy nhét duoc tim thiy & ddy. C6 nhiéu cudn sach va dung cu la
lung, nhiing vu tu tap nira démde goi hon.”

Harriot tho' dai va di quyén séch ctia anh ta cho Danforth. “Toéan hoc, thua ngai, khong phéi phap thuat. Ba goa Beaton da thiy mot quyén hinh hoc.”
“Day khong phai chd cho 6ng khuéch trrong thé hre ctia ac quy,” Ifley Eip bip noi.

“Néu 1 con 4¢ quy cac ngudi dang tim kiém, hay timn6 & chd ba gda Beaton dy.” Miic dit da cd hét sirc nhung Matthew dang nhanh chong mét binh
tinh.

“Vay ngai budc ba ta vao tdi hanh thudt pht thiy u?”” Danforth lanh img hoi.
“khong, Matthew. khong phai cach d6,” toi thi thim, kh& kéo tay anh.

Matthew quay lai phia toi. Gwong n¥it anh trong khong giéng mdt con nguoi nita, doi dong tir trong sudt nd Ién. Toi i dau, anh hit vao mdt hoi that sau,
0 gang lam diu con gian dit trude sy xAm pham trong ngdi nha ctia anh lan ban nang dir doi phai bao vé toi.

“Pimg dé doi tai ngai phai nghe nhitng 161 ctia héin, dng Danforth. Roydon c6 thé ciing i cong cu ctia ac quy déy,” Ifley canh bao.
Matthew d6i dién vdi doan dai biéu. “Néu cac ngudico ly do d& budc vo ta chiu trach nhiém v nhitng 161 xtic pham nhu vy, thi hly tim mdt quan toa

ma lam viée do. Con khong thi cit khoi day. Va trude khi ong tré lai, Danforth, hiy can nhic xem liéu nghiéng vé phia Iffley va Bidwell c6 phai b mdt
hanh dong khon ngoan khong?”’
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Vién cha xir nu6t nghen.

“Céc ngudi nghe ngai dy néi chir,” Hancock quat. “Ctit xéo!”

“Cong ly s& duoc thue thi, 6ng chit Roydon — cong Iy ctia Chiia,” Danforth tuyén bd khi i ra khoi phong,
“Chi khi ndo t6i khong giai quyét dugc van dé nay trude, Danforth a,” Walter hira.

Pierre va Charles hién ra tir trong bong t(‘)Ni, mo toang hai canh ctra xua dam sinh vat mau nong mét mo thao Ko ra khoi phong. Ngoai troi, gio bio thbi
manh. sy dit ddi cia con bao dang cho san s€ chi cang khang dinh cho nghi ngd ctia bon ho vé sttc manh siéu nhién ctia toi.

Cut, ctit, cut! mot giong 1101 kién quyét cu vang Ién trong dAu toi. COI} hoang loan ao atrdua adrenaline lan tran khép hé tudn hodn clia t6i. mdt 1An nita,
t6i lai lam minh trd thanh moi san. Gallowglass va Hancock quay ngoét sang t6i, bi quyén rii boi mii hwong s¢ hili toat ra tir cac 10 chan ong,

“Céc cau & nguyén chd do,” Matthew canh c4o hai ma ca rong. anh chén trude ti. “Ban ning ctia Diana dang méch bao ¢6 dy bo chay. ¢d 4y s& on
trong choc lat nita.”

“Chuyén niy s& khong bao giov két thiic. Chung ta dén day dé tim sur gitp d6, nhung ngay ca & noi ndy em ciing bi san ing.” Toi cin mdi noi.

“khong c6 gi phai so cd. Danforth va Iffley phai cén nhic k¥ cang trude khi giy nén bét cir ric r6i ndo,” Matthew khing dinh chéic ch:zin, dua tay nam iy
hai ban tay siét chét ctia toi. “khong ké nao muon Ia ké thu ctia anh — nhitng sinh vat khac nguoi khac va ca con ngudi déu khong nuon.”

“Em hiéu Iy do céc sinh vt khac nguoi e s anh. anh [ thanh vién ctia Pai Hoi Dong va ¢6 strc manh hity diét ho. khong trach ba goa Beaton dén day
ngay khi anh ra lénh. Nhung di€u d6 khong gii thich cho phan (mg ctia nhirng nguoi ny vi anh. Danforth va Iffley han da nghi ngo anh la mot. ..
wearh.” To1 kiém dugce lai trrde khi tir “ma ca rong” bat ra khdi miéng,

“O, chit &y chéng bi nguy hiémndo de doa tir phia bon ho dau,” Hancock 1én tiéng bac bo. “MAy g3 d6 ching 1 gi ca. that khong may, bon ching c6 thé
dua chuyén khién cho Iii ngwoi kia cha y.”

“Dimg nghe hén n6i,” Matthew béo toi.
“Nhiing ngudi ndo co?” Toi thi thao hdi.

Gallowglass th gip. “Vi céc déng thiéng liéng, Matthew. Chéu da timg thiyy chi im nhitng chuyén kinh khing, nhung kim sao chuyén ndy m ch ciing
c6 thé giit kin voi vo minh chir?”

Matthew nhin dam dam vio ngon lira trong 16 swdi. Khi anh it anh cudi cling ciiing gip miét t6i, chiing tran day vé hdi tiéc.
“Matthew?” T6i thic giuc. Cai it thit da bat dau hinh thanh trong long t6i ké tir khi téi thur bude chét du tién dén noi.
“Bon ho khéng nghii anh 1 ma ca rong. Ho biét anh 1 gian diép.”

Ban dang doc truyén Mgt Ma Phir Thizy duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full . Net.

Chuwong 6

“Gian diép u?” t6i diéng ngudi nhéc lai.

“Chiing t6i thich duge goi la nhitng ngudi dua tin hon,” Kit cay ddc noi

“Cém miéng di, Marlowe,” Hancock gam Ién, “khong thi ta s& chin miéng nguoi lai ddy.”

“Khoan dung cho chiing ti ndo, Hancock. khong ai bat anh phai nghiém tic khi anh cot nha i x¢o nhur thé ca.” Cam Marlowe vénh lén. “Va néu anh
khong cho t6i giit Ie do, th1 moi vi vua va bjnh linh Xt Welsh s& mau chong c6 doan két trén san khau day. Toi s& khién cho cac ngudi trd thanh nhitng
ké phén boi va 1 ngudi hiu ¢6 tri khon ngan ngin hét.”

“Ma ca rong | céi gi?”” George hoi, mbt tay voi iy cudn s6 ghi chép, con tay kia cam miéng banh gimg, Nhur thuong 16, chéing ai dé y nhidu dén anh ta.

“Vay anh dai loai kiéu nhur James Bond thoi Elizabeth a? Nhung. .. Toi nhin Marlowe, Kinh héil. anh ta s& bj giét béng mot con dao ciia hiép sitai
Deptford trurde khi budc sang tudi ba muroi, va tén tdi pham ¢ lién quan tdi cude song ctia anh ta duge cho la mbt gian diép.

“Nguoi tho am mil & London gin St. Dustan, ngudi trong nhur c4i vanh mil gon ging Ay u? James Bond d6 u?”” George cudi khic khich. “Thé quai nio
https://thuviensach.vn


http://ebookfull.net

ma c6 lai nghi Matthew 1a mot thg |am mii duoc ha, ba Roydon?”

“khong, George, khong phai James Bond d6.” Matthew van khom ngui phia trurde va quan sat cac phan tmg cua toi. “Em tt hon khong nén biét vé
chuyén nay.” “Chét tiét.” Toi con khong biet dugce liéu cau ndy ¢ phai 1a mot cau chiri thé & thoi Elizabeth hay khong, “Em xtiig dang duoc bict sy
ﬂ]ét. 2

“C6 k&, thura ba Roydon, néu c0 thit sy yéu anh Ay thi thit vO nghiia khi cir khiing khiing doi hoi diéu do,” Marlowe noi. “Matthew c6 thé khong bao gi
phén biét duoc didu gi 1 sy thit va diéu gi khong phai dau. Pay 1 Iy do anh ta vo gid ddi v6i nit hoang ”

“Chung minh & ddy dé tim cho em mdt ngudi thiy,” Matthew kién quyét, anh mit anh khoa chait Iy mat t0i. *“Vige anh dong thoi |2 mdt thanh vién cia
Pai Hoi DPong va 1a déc vu ctia nit hoang s€ gitt cho em khéi bi hdm hai. khong chuyén gi xdy ra trong virong quoc ndy ma anh khong biét ca.”

“anh thoai mai khi biét hét moi viée, con em thi cir nghii ring dang c6 chuyén gi d6 khong 6n xay ra trong ngdi nha nay. C6 qua nhiéu thur tir. Con anh va
Walter thi dang tranh c&i véi nhaw.”

“Emnhin tmy céi anh mubn em tlny khong c6 g hon ca.” Bit chip sur doc dodn ctia Matthew da phat trién theo cp sb nhén ké tir khi ching t6i dén
Choi Gac C6, quai ham t6i vin mudn rét ra trude giong diéu ctia anh.

“Sao anh dam,” ti cham ri tht lén. Matthew biét ca cudc doi toi da bi vay quanh boi nhitng bi mat. Toi ciing da phai tra mdt cai gia qua cao cho nd.
Toi hiéu chir.

“Ngdi xubng,” anh nghién ring quat. “Lam on.” anh tom ly tay toi.

Nguoi ban thin cta Matthew, Hamish Osborne, da timg canh céo toi rang anh s& khong con 1 ngudi dan 6ng ni ti biét khi & noi nay. Lamsao anh ¢6
thé nhur vay, tai mit the giGi xa la nhurdng nay? Phy nit duge mong doi phai chap nhin vo diéu kién nhitng gl ngudi dan 6ng bao ho 1am. O gitta ddm ban
be ctia minh, Matthew that dé dang trd lai 161 hanh xtr cting khuén mau suy nghi cii.

“Chi khi nao anh tra 1oi. ]Emnnén biét tén nguoi anh phai bdo céo va lam thé ndo anh dé minh dinh liu vao cong viéc nay.” T6i liéc it qua cau chau trai
cung g ban ctia nd, lo ring day la nhitng bi mit quoc gia.

“Bon ho déu biét v& Kit va anh,” Matthew ndi, nhin theo anh nt t6i. anh vt 16n tim kiém 10 1§ dé gii thich. “TAt ca bat dAu véi Francis Walsingham.”

“anh o1 nude anh vao thoi Henry tri vi. anh da danh mot khoang thoi gian & Constantinople, chu du dén ddo Cyprus, lang thang qua Tay Ban Nha, chién
d4u & Lepanto — tham chi con kinh doanh in 4n & Antwerp,”” Matthew giai thich. “D6 1 16i mdn thuong thiy dbi voi mdt wearh. Bon anh tim kiém mot
tham kich, mot co hoi dé len 101 vio cude doi clia nguoi ndo d6. Nhung chémg ¢6 gi phit hop v6i anh, vi vy anh quay vé nha. Nudc Phap dang & bén boy
mdt cude ndi chién ton gido. Khi em da sdng dit iu, em s& nhan thiy nhitng d4u hiéu do. mot 6ng hiéu truong ngudi Phap theo dao Tin Lanh da vui
g nhin tién va t6i Geneva, noi ong ta c thé nudi dudng cac con gai minh an toan. anh gia danh ngudi anh ho da chét tir lu ctia 6ng ta, chuyén vao
sOng trong ngdi nha ctia ong ta & Paris va bit dau lai véi vai Matthew de la Forét.”

“Matthew ctia nha Foret u?” Long may t6i nhudng Ién mia mai.

“D06 1a tén cuia 6ng hiéu truong 4y,” anh nhan nh6 dap. “Paris dang lim nguy, va Walsingham, v6i tur cach dai str ciia nu6e anh, mot thoi nam cham cubn
it moi cudc noi loan trong dat nude nay. Cudi nia hé nam 1572, tat ca con thinh nd bi kim nén & Phap bung Ién s6i suc. anh giap Walsingham song
sét, cling voi nhitng ngurdi anh theo dao Tin Lanh ma 6ng ta dang che chd.”

“Cudc tham sat vao ngay Thanh Bartholomew.” Toi ring minh, nghi dén hon 1& dam méu gitta mdt nang cong chiia Phap theo dao Thién Chiia va nguoi
chong theo dao Tin Lanh ctia nang.

“Sau d6 anh tré thanh dc vy cia nit hoang, khi ba ta cir Walsingham tro lai Paris. Ong ta duoc sép xép Bimngudi mai mbi cude hon nhén ciia bé ha voi
mot trong nhitng hoang tir Valois.” Matthew cuoi khay. “rd rang nit hoang khong hé c6 himg thii thue sy véi dam mai moi ny. Trong suot chuyén vieng
tham ay, anh da bict dugc mang ludi tinh bao clia Walsingham”

Chdng t6i bt gap anh mit t6i trong mot thoang ngiin ngii, rdi quay nhin di hudng khac. anh van con dang gidu giém diéu gi d6. Toi xem xét lai cau
chuyén, phat hién ra nhig d4u vét sai sot trong ban tuong thudt d6 va Jan theo ching dé ¢6 dwoc mot két luan duy nhit qua 16 rang: Matthew 1 ngudi
Phip, theo dao Thién Chiia va anh khong thé nao dugc sap dit vao mang hrdi chinh tri véi Elizabeth Tudor ném 1572 — hay nim 1590. Néu anh dang
phuc vu cho ngai vang anh qubc, thi phai vi mdt muc dich 16n lao ndo d6. Nhung Dai Hoi Dong da thé dimg bén ngoai & cac vén dé chinh tri ctia loai
NgUOL

Philippe de Clermont va céc hi€p sidong Thanh Lazarus ctia 6ng ta thi khong,

“anh dang am vigc cho cha. anh khong phéi chi | mdt ma ca rong ma con & mdt tin do Cong gido trén dat nrde theo dao Tin Lanh.” Thyc syt Matthew
dang lam viéc cho cac Hiép si dong Thanh Lazarus, chir khong phai Elizabeth, lam tang mirc d6 nguy hiém Ién theo cap s6 nhan. khong chi c6 cac phu
thity bi sén ling va x{r tr hinh trén dat ngdc an}l thoi dai Eh'zabeth' —ma con ca nhfmg ké phén‘ bdi, cac sinh vat c¢é strc manh khac thuong va nhfrpg
ngudi ¢ due tin khac nira. “Pai Hoi Bong ching gitip gi duoc néu anh dinh liu dén cac van dé chinh tri cta loai ngudi. Tai sao gia dinh anh ¢6 the yéu
cau anh lam mot vi€c nguy hiém nhu vay?”’
Hancock nhin nhé cudi. “D6 I 1y do tai sao ludn c6 mdt ngudi de Clermont trong Pai Hoi Dong — dé chéc chéin nhimg Iy twong cao thuong khong chén
ngang duong cong viée tot dep do.”
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“Day khong phai lin dAu tién anh lim viéc cho Philippe, ciing s& khong phai 14 1in cudi ciing. Em rét gioi trong viée vach trén cac bi mét. Con anh thi gioi
trong viéc gilt kin ching,” Matthew ndi mot cach don gian.

Nha khoa hoc. Ma ca rong. Chién binh. Gién digp. Lai mdt ménh khéc nita ctia Matthew duge ghép vao, va cling v6i n6 t0i hiéu r hon céi thoi quen
thAm can ¢ d¢€ cua anh 1a khong bao gid chia sé diéu gi — du 16n hay nhé — trtr phi anh budc phai lam the.

“Em khong quan tdm anh ¢ bao nhiéu kinh nghiém! sy an toan ctia anh phu thudc vao Walsingham — va anh dang lira gat 6ng ta.” Nhiing 101 anh n6i chi
cang lam toi thém gian dit hon.

“Walsingham chét rdi. anh bao céo voi William Cecil bay gior day.”

“Nguoi dan 6ng than trong nhit con song,” Gallowglass king I8 n6i. “Di nhién 1 ngoai trir Philippe.”

“Con Kit? anh ta lam viéc cho Cecil hay cho anh?”

“Dlmg ndi cho ¢b ta biét didu gi ca, Matthew,” Kit 1én tiéng, “c6 phi thity nay khong thé tin tuéng duge.”

“Tai sa0, nguoi thit xao quyét, con quy nho,” Hancock khé néi. “Chinh nguroi i ké dang khudy dao dam dan king nay.”
Hai ma Kit do bung vi 161 bude tdi kép kia.

“Chuia oi, Kit. anh da lam gi thé2”” Matthew kinh ngac hoi,

“khong gi ca,” Marlowe sung xia dap.

“Nguoi lai dang ké chuyén ¢b tich rdi.” Hancock Iic Fic ngon tay vé khién trach. “Ta da timg canh cao nguoi ring ching ta s& khong ing ho didu do,
ong chi Marlowe.”

“Woodstock dang 6 dn 40 nhur ong v t voi nhitng tin tire vé vo' ctia Matthew,” Kit phan ddi. “Nhitng 101 don thdi d6 chan chén s& mang Pai Hoi Bong
xubng chd ching ta. Lam sao i biét dugc Pai Hoi Dong da ¢ day?”

“Chéc han anh s& dé t6i giét héin ngay by gio, de Clermont. T6i da mudn lm thé tir Au im rdi,” Hancock vira ndi vira bé khop ngén tay kéu ring ric.

Lx

“khong, anh khong thé, giét anh ta.” Matthew dua tay lén vubt grong mét mét moi. “s& c6 qua nhidu nghi van, va lic ndy t6i khong c6 kién nhan dé bia ra
nhitng cau tra 161 thuyét phuc. D6 chi Ia 161 ngdi Ié d6i mach cia ca lang thoi. Toi s& x Iy nd.”

“Chuyén tan giu ndy da tro nén toi t& 101, Gallowglass ling I bao cao. “khong chi la Berwick. Cha biét ngudi ta xon xao lo Fing vé cac phi thity dén
mirc nao & Chester ma. Khi bon chau di Ién phia bac vao Scotland, tinh hinh con t6i t€ hon.”

“Néu chuyén nay lan xubng phia nam vio nurée anh thi ¢6 ta s& 1a an tir hinh ctia ching ta,” Marlowe cam doan, chi v& phia toi.

“Réc r6i ny s& gioi han & Scotland thoi,” Matthew tra miéng, “Va khong c6 thém chuyén viéng thim ndo vao ling nita dau Kit.”

“c0 ta xuét hién vao dém Halloween, ngay lic sy xuét hién ctia mbt phu thiy so sét rut re duoc tién doan trurde. anh khong théy sao? Nguoi vo moi clia
anh da khoi Ién nhiing con phong ba bao tap chong lai vua James, va gio c6 ta chuyén hudng chi y téi nude anh. Cecil chac chan da dugce bao cho biet.
c0 ta gy nguy hiém cho nit hoang.”

“Imdi, Kit,” Henry canh cdo, kéo canh tay anh ta.

“anh khong thé Am ti im king doc. néi cho nit hoang biét i bon phén ctia toi. anh da timg dong y voi t01, Henry. Nhung ke tir khi a phi thiry nay dén,
moi chuyén da hoan toan thay d6i! A ta d mé hodic moi ngudi trong ci nha nay rdi.” Anh mét Kit long song soc. “anh mé mén coi ¢b ta nhur em gai.
George thi c6 nira phin | yéu. Tom tan duong sy homhinh ctia ¢6 ta, con Walter s& tdc vay cd ta 1én va 4n lung c6 ta vio mdt birc trdng néu anh iy
khong so Matthew. Hay tong ¢o ta quay vé noi von thude vé c6 ta. Ching ta trude ddy da that vui vé.”

“Matthew khong vui vé.” Tom da i vé tan cudi phong vi ning lwong tir con gian dit ctia Marlowe.

“c6 ndi co yéu anh éy.”'Kit quay sang toi, grong miit day ve cau khan. “co co that sy biét 10 anh 4y 1 gi khong? ¢o da trong t!ﬁy anh iy an, cam thdy
con d6i khat trong anh ay khi ¢6 mdt sinh vat mau nong & gan chua? c6 c6 thé hoan toan chap nhin Matthew — ca phan den t6i trong tim hon bén canh
phan sang 15 kia — nhur t61 khong? ¢6 ¢6 phép thudt cta minh d€ lam niém an v, nhung t6i khong the song tron ven néu khong c6 anh ay. Tat ca thi tir
déu bay bien khoi dau t6i khi anh ay di, va chi minh Matthew c6 thé thay duoc chit it 6i di€u tot dep co trong con ngudi toi. Hay de lai anh ay cho t6i.
Lamon.”

“T6i khong thé,” t6i dap lai don gian.

Kit quét dng tay 4o ngang miéng nhur thé cir chi dy c6 thé rii bo tat ca dau vét vé toi. “Khi phan con lai ctia Dai Hoi Dong phat hién tinh cam ctia ¢d danh
cho anh 4y...”
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“Néu tinh cim ctia t6i danh cho anh Ay bi cAm doén, thi tinh cam ctia anh ciing thé,” ti ngit 1oi. Marlowe khung lai. “Nhung khong ai trong ching ta hra
chon duge nguoi minh yéu.”

“Iffiey va ban bé ctia o s& khong phai nhitng ngudi cudi cimg bude t9i ¢d dimng thuat ph thity,” Kit noi voi am digu déc théng chua cay. “Ci nhé iy 1o
t61, ba Roydon. yéu tinh thuong thay duogc tuong lai mit cach rd rang ciing nhur phu thiy vay.”

Ban tay Matthew di chuyén 01 e0 tOL syt ‘giép xtc mit lanh quen thube tir ngdn tay anh 6t tir swon bén nay sang man suon bén kia cua t61, bam theo
duong vong cung da danh dau t6i thude v& mbt ma ca rong. Doi voi Matthew no I sur goi nhé manh m nhat vé lan that bai trude kia anh khong thé bao
V€ 161 an toan. Kit thot ra mdt tiéng nuot khan kinh hai dau kho trude ctr chi than mét do.

“Néu cau c6 thé tién tri rd rang nhur vdy, thi dang & cau nén thiy trude s phan boi ctia minh s& ¢6 y nghiia thé nao ddi véi toi,” Matthew ndi, dan 16 15 .
“Hay bién khéi tam mat t6i, Kit, néu khong c6 Chua ctru gitip, cau s€ chang con lai gi dé cé thé an tang dan.”

“anh s& chon cd 4y thay vi t6i u?” Kit king nguoi thot lén.
“Trong timg nhip d4p trai tim minh. di ra ngay!”” Matthew nhéc lai.

Kit budc ngang qua phong mdt cach than trong, nhung ngay khi t6i hanh lang anh ta rao budc nhanh hon. Tiéng chan vong lai trén cau thang g0, cang lic
cang nhanh, khi anh ta én phong ctia minh.

“Chiing ta phéi canh chirng hin.” Cip mit sic séo ctia Gallowglass chuyén tir noi Kit rdi di quay lai phia Hancock. “Gio héin khong thé tin cay dugc.”
“Chéing bao gior tin durge Marlowe c4,” Hancock can nhin,
Pierre len qua canh cira md trong ¢6 vé khd so, cam trong tay mot 14 thu khac.

“khong phai lic nay, Pierre,” Matthew rén 1én, 10i ngdi xubng, voi Ay ly rurou ctia minh. Hai bo vai lin vao kg ghé. “Pon gian a ngay hom nay khong
con chd cho bét ky bién ¢ ndo nita — dit a nir hoang, virong qudc hay nhing tin d Thién Chiia gido. Cho dui 1 c4i gi thi ciing dé dén séang mai di.”

“Nhung. ... thura dire ngai,”” Pierre Bip bip, gio ra 14 thu. Matthew liéc qua nét chit dirt khoat trén mit trude 14 thur.

“Lay Chtia va céc Thanh than.” Ngon tay anh voi kn cham vao to gidy, r01 dong cimg lai. Yét hau Matthew lén xuong khi ¢b gang d4u tranh dé klem
soat minh. Thir gi d6 miu do6 twoi xuét hién tir khoe miét anh, rdi trurot xudng gd ma va nho én nhitng nép gip ¢ 4o. mot giot huyét & ciia ma ca rong

“Chuyén gi thé, Matthew?” T6i nhin qua vai anh, ban khoin khong biét diéu gi d4 giy nén mot ndi dau kho chimg 4y.

“A. Ngy hom nay vén chira hét m,” Hancock n6i mot cach khé khéin trong khi budc i lai. “C6 mdt vén dé nho cin ngai wu y. Cha ngai nghi ngai da
chet.”

Vao thoi dai cia 01, cha Matthew, Phillipe da chét — mot cach khing khiép, day bi thim va khong thé nao thay doi duoc. Nhung ddy  néim 1590, diu
d6 c6 nghia la 6ng dy con song. Negay tir khi ching toi dén dy, t01 da lo ling vé mOt dip doi myit v6i Ysabeau hay ¢6 tro Iy phong thi nghiém cia
Matthew, Miriam, va nhitng anh hudng ma mdt cude gap gd nhur the cd thé gy ra cho thoi diém trong trong lai. khong chi mot lan t6i suy nghi xem viée
nhin thay Phillipe s& tac dong téi Matthew nhur thé nao.

Qué khtr, hién tai va twong lai xung dot. Néu nhin vao cac goc phong, tdi chéc chén s thiy thoi gian dang cudn cudn va cham vio nhau. Nhung mét toi
van gin chit vao Matthew va giot huyét ¢ trén Idp vai lanh tring nhur tuyét noi co anh.

Gallowglass cuc can ké ca cau chuyén. “Ciing véi tin tirc tir Scotland va viée chit dot ngdt bién mit, ching chéu sg chii da 1én phia bic vi nit hoang, bi
cuon vao su dién loan & d6. Bon 9héu tim kiém subt hai ngay. Khi khong thé thay dau vét cua chu— ghét tiét that, Matthew, bon chau khong c6 Iyra chon
nao khac phai bao cho Phillipe biet chii da bien mat. Hoac khong cling phai bao dong véi Bai Hoi Bong.”

“Con nira, thra dirc ngai.” Pierre it nguoc 14 thur. Déu niém phong trén d6 gidng nhing l4 thr khéc ma t6i lién twong ngay dén cac hiép st dong Thanh
Lazarus — ngoai trir d4u xi duoc ding ¢ ddy 1 mdt hinh xody séc s& miu do den ctng mit dong xu c6 bang bac duoc 4n Ién mt trén déu xi, cac mép
da cii mon va mong quet, thay thé cho ddu xi thudng thy ctia dong tu. Pong xu d6 duroc in diu mdt chir thap va mot hinh tring hrdi iém, hai biéu twong
gia toc de Clermont.

“Chdu da bao 6ng thé nao?” Matthew siing so clng ngurdi boi mit tring nhot nhat miu bac trdi ndi trén bién do-den kia.

“Loi ndi ctia bon t6i gio 1 két qua nho nho nay day, thir ndy da dén rdi. anh phéi & Phap ndi trong tuan toi. Néu khong, Philippe s& khoi hanh dén anh.”
Hancock cau nhau.

“Cha ta khong thé dén déy, Hancock. khong thé ndo.”

“Dinhién la khong thé roi. Nir hoang s& c6 dugc dﬁu'cﬁa ong sau tit ca nhitng gi ong da lm dé khudy d4o chinh tri nu6e anh. anh phai dén chd ong.
Néu anh di ngay di dém thi s& c6 rat nhicu thoi gian day,” Hancock dam bao voi anh.

“Ta khong thé.” Anh mét dong climg clia Matthew gin chét vio birc thu chira mo.
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“Philippe s& cho ngwa doi sin. Chui s& quay lai nhanh thoi,” Gallowglass thi thim, dat ban tay Ién vai dng chi. Matthew ngudc nhin Ién, anh mt dot nhién
trd nén hoang dai.

“khong phai vi quang duong xa x61. Ma 1a...”” Matthew dot ngdt ngung bat.
“Ong 4y a chdng ctia me anh. Chéc chén anh ¢ thé tin twéng Phillipe — trir phi anh van n6i dbi 6ng.” Hai mét Hancock nheo lai.
“Kit ding d4y. khong ai c6 thé tin twong ta.” Matthew bat dimg Ién. “Cudc doi ta la mdt chudi nhitng 101 dbi tra.”

“Péy khong phai lic cho mé triét Iy vo nghiia ctia chu, Matthew. Negay lic nay Phillipe dinh ninh da méit mdt ngudi con trai nita!” Gallowglass kéu Ién.
“DE cb gai & lai vdi bon chau, hily Ién ngua va lam di€u cha chii ra Iénh. Néu khong, chau s& ha do van chi va Hancock s€ mang chi téi do.”

“Chéu hin phai rat chic chéin vé ban than, Gallowglass, dé co thé ra lénh cho ta,” Matthew n6i, mdt tia nguy hiém an trong ngit diéu ctia anh. anh chdng
hai ban tay 1én bé 10 sudi va nhin d&m dam vao ngon lia.

“Chau chéc chn vé ong ndi. Ysabeau bién chi thanh mGt wearh, nhung chinh dong méu ctia Philippe moi chay trong huyét quan ctia cha chiu.” Nhimg
161 ctia Gallowglass lam ton thirong Matthew. Pau anh gidt phat 1én khi cti don d6 gidng xudng, cam xuc nguyén thiy dang lan 4t sy binh than khong nao
ning ctia anh.

“George, Tom Ién gac va dé mét dén Kit,” Walter im bam, chi tay hai nguoi ban dira cira. Raleigh nghiéng du vé phia Pierre va nguoi hau cia
Matthew tham gia ngay vao nd hrc dua bon ho ra khéi phong, Nhing t16ng oi yéu cau thém ruou vang ciing db an ving lai qua tién sanh. Khi bon ho da
¢6 Frangoise chim séc, Pierre quay lai, dong sap cira mt cach kién quyét, dat than minh chiin truée n6. Chi con Walter, Henry, Hancock va ti & d6
chimg kién cudc trd chuyén — clng v6i mit Pierre king & — Gallowglass tiép tuc ¢ ging lay chuyén Matthew.

“Chu phai di Sept-Tours. Ong s& khong dung lai cho t6i khi doi duoc thi thé ctia chu dé an tang hoac chi phai dang dimg trude miit 6ng, con song,
Philippe khong tin Elizabeth — hay Bai Hoi Dong ” Lan nay Gallowglass huéng 1oi thuyct phuc ¢6 phan xoa dju hon, nhung bau khong khi giét chéc tir
Matthew van con do.

Gallowglass tire 1. “Hay lira d6i nhitng nguoi khéc — va ban than minh, néu chi phai lamthé Hay danh ca dém dé ban bac nhitng lyra chon thay thé néu
cht muon. Nhung ¢6 ndi ding dAy: n6 toan I thir ciin ba.” Giong Gallowglass tring xubng. “Diana ctia chii c6 mili g d6 sai trai. Va chit c6 mii gid hon
chi vao tudn trude. Chéu biét bi miat hai nguoi dang che gidu. Ong ciing s& biét.”

Gallowglass d3 suy IuAn ra toi B ngudi du hanh thoi gian. mdt c4i nhin vé phia Hancock cho biét anh ta ciing thé.
“Pu rdil” Walter quat 1én.

Gallowglass cting Hancock im king ngay tirc thi. Ly do 1 anh sang p lanh trén ngon tay tt ctia Walter: mdt dau 4n mang hinh dang Lazarus va chiéc
quan tai cuia ong ta.

~o

“Vay anh ciing | mdt hiép si” t6i thét lén, bang hoang,
“Phai,” Walter dap mdt cach cde 1bc.

“Va anh & cp béc cao hon Hancock. Thé con Gallowglass?” C6 qué nhidu 1op chdng chéo ctia ong trung thanh va bon phén than tir trong can phong
nay. Toi tuyét vong khong thé sap xep ndi bon ho vao cau tric nao cho thich hop.

“T6i & cAp cao hon moi ngudi trong can phong ndy, phu nhn a, ngoai trir chdng cd,” Raleigh hru ¥. “Va diéu d6 bao gdm ca ¢b nita.”

“anh khong c6 quyén gi vi toi ca,” t6i bt lai. “Chinh x4c vai trd ciia anh trong cong vu ctia gia toc de Clermont I gi, Walter?”

Qua phia trén d4u t6i, d6i mit xanh lo gian dir ctia Raleigh gap anh mét Matthew. “c6 dy luon thé nay 42”

“Thudng xuyén,” Matthew lanh nhat tra o1, “Cén 1t 1au dé quen duoc v6i nd, nhung t6i khé thich thé. anh ¢6 thé ciing vAy, mién i ¢6 thoi gian.”

“Toi da c6 mdt ngudi dan ba udn doi hoi trong doi minh 1Oi. Toi khong cél} mot ngudi khéc nita,” Walter khit mili “Néu c6 phai biét, t6i chi huy dong tu
trén nurde anh, ba Roydon a. Matthew }(héng tl}é lam vy, vi vi tri ctia céu ay trong Pai Hoi Dong, noi cach khac, cac thanh vién khac cua gia toc déu da
ban. Hoac ho tir chdi.” Walter chop mét nhin vé phia Gallowglass.

“Vay anh &t mdt trong tam théng nh tinh ctia dong tu va chiu tréich nhiém béo co truc tiép véi Phillipe,” t0i trim ngAm ndi. “Toi ngac nhién anh khong
phai hiép sithir chin.” Hi€p 1 thir chin 1a mdt nhan vat bi an trong dong tu, danh tinh ctia ngudi nay duge gitt bi mit voi tat ca ngoai trir nhan vat ¢é cap
béc t6i cao.

Raleigh chiri thé ghé gdm dén mirc Pierre phai tho hit ra. “Cau giit bi mit v6i vo viée minh | gian diép va thanh vién ciia Pai Hoi DOng, nhung lai ké cho
0 ay nghe hau hét cong vu toi mét cua dong tuu?”

“c6 Ay hoi ma,” Matthew don gian dap. “Nhung toi nghi n6i chuyén vé cac hiép si dong thanh Lazarus dém nay thé i du roi.”

“Vor ciu s& khong thoa niin khi bo dor thé dau. ¢6 4y sé thic méic nii vé chuyén nay nhur chii chd san quan quanh v6i khiic xurong vay.” Raleigh khoanh
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tay truréc ngure va quic nit.

“Duoc thoi. Néu cd phéi biét, Henry chinh Ia hiép si thir chin d4y. sw mién cudng khi phai theo dao Tin kinh khién anh ta dé bi ing lay tru6e nhiing ludn
diéu muru phan noi déy, trén dét anh ndy, va & ca chiu Au, anh ta B mdt muc tiéu d& dang ddi voi moi ké bat miin mudn thy nit hoang mét di ngai vang
ctia nguoi. Philippe d& dé nghi vi tri d6 dé che ché cho anh ta khoi nhimg ké s& lam dung ban tinh ¢4 tin ctia anh chang”

“Henry u? mot ké ndi loan?”” Téi kinh ngac nhin chang khong 16 diu dang.
“Toi khong ndi loan,” Henry noi. “Nhung sy bao vé cuia Philippe de Clermont d& ctru cude doi t6i hon mit An.”

“Ba tude xtr Northumberland 1 mdt ngudi dan ong quyén hre, Diana,” Matthew king 18 noi, “diéu d6 khién anh dy tro thanh con tt c6 gia tri ctia mdt
tay choi bat can.”

Gallowglass ho hing. “Chiing ta c6 thé bo qua cudce ndi chuyén vé dong tu va trd lai voi céc vin dé cap thiét hon khong? Pai Hoi Pong s& cho goi
Matthew dé lam diu tinh hinh & Berwick. Nir hoang lai mu6n cht khudy dao n6 Ién hon nita, boi chirng nao ngudi Scot con ban tam t6i cac phu thiy, thi
ho khong thé 1én k& hoach gay ra bat cir moi nguy hai ndo ¢ mrde anh. Ngudi vo mdi cia Matthew dang phai doi mit voi nhitng cao bude ve t0i hanh
nghé phu thily ¢ nha. Va 6ng da triéu hoi chi vé Phap.”

“Chiia 0i,” Matthew thit lén, 4n vao séng miil. “that B mot mé 1on xon rdi ram.”

“Cau dinh g5 r6i n6 thé nao?” Walter hoi. “Cau néi Philippe khong thé dén day, Gallowglass, nhung t6i s réng Matthew ciing khong nén dén d6.”
“khéng c6 ai timg n6i rang ¢6 ba thong finh — va mdt ba vo — s& i chuyén d& dang,” Hancock chua chat tuyén bo.

“Vay s¢€ Ia cai quai quy gi, Matthew?” Gallowglass hoi.

“Néu Philippe khong nhan dugc ddng xu gin vao diu xi ctia 14 thur tir chinh tay t6i, thi ong s& dén tim t6i nhanh thoi,” Matthew dap mdt cach tréng rdng
“D6 12 bai kiém tra vé long trung thanh. Cha t6i thich nhing bai kiém tra.”

“Cha anh khong nghi ngd anh. Chuyén hicu lim ndy s& duge sép xép on théa khi hai ngudi gip nhav,” Henry noi. Khi Matthew khong dép 103, Henry
ticp tuc lap dy khoang im king d6. “anh thuong bao 61 rang phai c6 k& hoach, néu khong s bi 161 kéo vao muru do cua nhimg g3 dan ong khac. Hay
ndi cho chiing t6i biét phai lam gi, va ching ta s€ cting xem xét nd.”

khong dap lai, Matthew nghe qua cac y kién, loai bo hét cai nay dén céi khac. Véibat cir ngudi dan ong nao khac s& phai mét nhiéu ngaty dé sang loc

céc tinh hubng kha ning xir ly, nhimg bién phap d6i pho. Con dbi voi Matthew, viéc do chi ton vai phit. Ching c6 miy ddu hiéu d4u tranh ndi tim trén
nét mét anh, nhung co vai gdng 1én va ban tay lo déing khong ngimg vubt toc lai néi khac.

“Toise di,” cudi cling anh Ién tiéng, “Diana & ddy voi Gallowglass va Hancock. Walter phéi bia ra cho nit hoang mot céi ¢6 ndo d6. Con tdi s lo chd
Pai Hoi Bong.”

“Diana khong thé lru lai Woodstock,” Gallowglass théing théin bao anh. “khong phai bay gi khi Kit im viéc trong g, lan truyén nhirng 1o ddi trd va
dat ra nhitng nghi van vé c6 ay. khong c6 su hién dién cuia chu, nit hoang hay Pai Hoi Bong s€ khong c6 bat cir dong co nao d€ bao v€ co ay khai toa
él’]_”

“Chiing ta ¢6 thé dén London ctng nhau, Matthew,” toi ndi ni. “D6 1 mdt thanh phd Ion. O d6 6 rat nhiéu phi thily va nguoi ta s& khong dé y dén em—
ho khong so sttc manh ctia em— va nhitng nguoi dua tin s€ g 101 t61 Phap 14 anh an toan. anh khong can phai di.” anh khong can phai gap lai cha minh.

“London!” Hancock ché nhao. “c6 s& khong tru ndi & d6 t6i ngay thir ba dau, madame. Gallowglass va t6i s& dura c6 t6i Wales. Ching ta s& t6i
Abergavenny.”

“khong.” Anh niit t6i bi thu hit boi vét do tham trén cb Matthew. “Néu Matthew t6i Phép thi t6i s& di cing anh dy.”
“Tuyét d6i khong duoc. anh s& khong kéo em vao mot cude chién tranh dau.”

“Cude chién d6 da ling xudng véi mia dong dang dén,” Walter ndi. “Dua Diana dén Sept-Tours c6 I& 1 diéu tot nhat. Rat it ké du diing cam dam gay
11 v6i cAu, Matthew. khong ké nao dam qua miit cha cau.”

“anh chi ¢6 mdt ra chon thdi,” t6i ndi mdt cach manh m&. Ban bé hay gia dinh Matthew s& khong ding t6i dé ép budc anh téi Phép.
“Phai. Va anh chon em.”anh dwa ngén tay ci luét qua bd mdi toi. Trdi tim t6i tring xudng. anh sip t6i Sept-Tours.

“Durng lam chuyén nay,” t6i nai xin. Toi khong thé 1n6i nhidu thém thyre t& ring & thoi dai toi séng, Philippe da chét, va do s& 1a sy tra tin déi voi Matthew
néu anh mdt 1an nira nhin thay cha minh con song,

“Philippe d& n6i voi anh rang viée két doi I dinh ménh. mot khi anh da tim thay em, thi ching con gi dé lam nita ngoai chap nhan quyét dinh ctia s6 phén.
Nhung d6 khong phai la cach moi chuyén dién ra. Trong mbi khoanh khéic con lai ciia cude doi minh, anh s& uon chon em-— chir khong phéi cha anh,
khong phai nhitng lac thi cia ban than anh, thm chi trude ca gia toe de Clermont.” Do mbi Matthew ap Ién moi t6i, khién nhiing loi phan doi cta tdi nin
lang. Stre thuyét phuc trong nu hon do6 that khong thé nham an.
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“Vay | da quyét dinh,” Gallowglass kh& noi.
Mit Matthew gitt chit 4nh it t6i. anh git ddu. “Ding. Diana va t6i s& vé nha. Clng nhau.”

“Cé vi€c phai ]émdéy, can se“ip xép moi viéc ngay,” Walter noi. “Cu dé 16 cho ching t6i. Vo cau trong cd vé kiét stc 1L, va chuyén di s& mét nhoc lAm
day. Ca hai ngudi nén nghi ngoi di.”

Khi canh dan 6ng da roi khoi phong khach, chiing toi van khong nhiic nhich.
“Thoi gian ching ta & ndm 1590 hoa ra khong yén a nhu anh hy vong,” Matthew thira nhan. “anh d4 cho ring n6 khong qué phirc tap.”

“Lamsao c6 thé khong kho khan duoe khi Dai Hoi Dong, nhimg cude sin ling & Berwick, co quan tinh béo thoi Elizabeth, va higp s dong Théanh
Lazarus, tat ca déu ganh dua doi héi sy cha y ctia anh?”
“La thanh vién cta Dai Hoi Pdng va diic vu ctia nit hoang déng I phai giip duoc viéc — thay vi tr& thanh chuéng ngai” Matthew dam dam nhin ra ngoai

ctra s6. “anh da nghi chiing minh s& dén Choi Gac C6, tan dung su phuc vu ciia ba gda Beaton, tim cudn ¢ thur & Oxford va 1o di trong vong vai tudn
l’\ 2

T6i cin moi dé khong thdt ra nhimg k& ho trong chién rge ni Walter, Henry, va Gallowglass da ndi di n6i lai toi nay, nhung nét mit toi lai dé 10.
“anh da qua thién can,” Matthew tho dai. “Vén dé khong chi i tao uy tin cho em, hogc phai tranh nhiing cam bay hién nhién nhur cac cudce truy ling phu
thiy va chién tranh. anh ciing bi bt ngd. Toan bd nhing viée anh da lam cho Elizabeth va Bai Hoi Bong — hay nhirg bién phap doi ph6 nhin danh cha

anh— kha 13 rang, nhung moi chi tiét deu da phai mo. anh biét ngay thang, nhung khong rd vao thir may. Piéu do6 c6 nghia anh khong chiic ngudi dura tin
ndo s& dén va khi ndo chuyén giao thir tiép theo duoc thure hién. anh c6 thé thé ring da chia tay Gallowglass va Hancock trure 18 Halloween.”

“Nhiéu khi chiing ta khong dé y dén nhirng tiéu tiét co thé khién su viee tré nén nghiém trong,” toi thi thAm rdi dua tay co di vét den do giot huyét e dé
lai. Gan khoe nit anh ¢6 nhitng dém nhé va mot vét mong chay doc xubng ma. “Dang 18 emnén nhdn ra cha anh c6 thé lién lac v6i con trai minh.”
“Chila Van d& thoi gian trude khi birc thur ctia ng dén. Bt cir Itic ndo Pierre mang thur t6i 14 anh cam gidc nhur dong cimg lai. Tuy vay, nguoi dua thur
da dén roi di vao homnay. La thur viet tay tir cha khién anh ngac nhién, d6 I tt ca,” Matthew gidi thich. “anh da quén mét nd timg manh mé nhudng
nao. Khi moi nguoi dwa ong tro Ve tir chd quan phat xit nam 1944, than thé ong da bi nat bay dén mirc méu ma ca rong ciing khong khoi phuc dugc.
Philippe khong c6 kha nang camndi cay but, di rt mudn viét, va tit ca nhing gi 6ng co the cb xoay so 1 nhitng dong nguéch ngoac kho doc.” Toi biét
vu bat gitt va gam cam Philippe trong chlen tranh Thé gi6i thir I, nhung 6 rat it thong tin v& nhimg gi 6ng phai chiu dung khi ¢ trong tay quén phat xit,
nhirng ké mu6n xdc dinh xem mdt ma ca rong c6 thé chiu dau dén mirc ndo.

“C6 I nit thin mubn hai ta quay lai niim 1590 vi diéu gi khac ngoai emra. Viée nhin thiy Philippe 1an nita c6 thé md lai nhitng vét thirong xua cii trong
anh — va chira lanh chiing.”

“Sau khi lam chiing t6i t¢ hon.” Dau Matthew guc xudng,

“Nhung cudi cing ¢6 thé moi viée s& tot hon.” T6i diu dang vudt méi tc ra sau ci Ot cimg ran, budng binh ctia anh. “anh van chura mo 1a thur tir ¢
“anh biét n6 ndi gi.”

“Du thé ndo anh ciing nén mo né ra.”

Cudi cliing Matthew ludn ngon tay vao bén dudi mép réj pha v&r ddu xi. Ddng xu bat khoi va anh tom Ay n6 trong dng ban tay minh. Tor gidy day duoc
mo ra, tda mdt miii hirong nhan nhat cuia hoa nguyét qué cting hurong thao.

“Pay I tiéng Hy Lap?” T6i hoi, nhin qua vai chdng minh vao mdt dong chir duy nhit va mdt biéu hién xoan lai ctia ky tur phi bén dudi.
“Ding viy.” Matthew hrét theo cac con chit, ngdp ngimg thure hién sur lién két dAu tién v6i cha. “Ong ra Iénh cho anh vé nha. Ngay Bp tic.”
“anh c6 dam di dién véi ong mot an nita khong?”

“khong. C6.” Matthew vo nhau to gidy trong nim tay. “anh khong biét.”

Toi don to gidy tir anh, vudt phiing n6 ra nhur cil. Dong xu p inh trong long ban tay Matthew. Ménh bac nho xfu nay lai B nguyén nhan clia qud nhidu
rac roi.

“anh s& khong d6i mit v6i ong Ay mot minh.”” Viéc dimg bén canh khi Matthew gip ngwdi cha da qua doi khong ¢ gi nhiéu nhéin, nhung d6 1a tit c moi
thir t6i c6 thé lim dé xoa diu ndi dau budn trong anh.

“Mbi ngu01 trong ching ta déu c6 doc trude Philippe. D6i khi cha c6 thé nhin thiu tim can ctia nguoi khac,” Matthew thi thim “Piéu 4y khién anh lo
ling vé viéc dira em toi d6. Véi Ysabeau, anh ¢6 thé doan trudc ba s& phan tmg ra sao: lanh king, tirc gian, rdi bang 1ong. Nhung ddi voi Philippe thi
khong thé biét duge. Chang ai hiéu duoc cach dau 6¢ Philippe hoat dong, 6ng c6 duoc thong tin gi, nhitng cam bay nio ong dat ra. Néu anh 1 nguoi
thich giit bi mat thi cha lai a ngwoi khé nhin thiu. Tham chi ca Pai Hoi Pong ciing khong biét ong dinh am gi, va Chiia biét bon ho da bo ra qué du thoi
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gian dé ¢ ging kham pha diéu d6.”

“Roi s& t6t dep ca thoi,” toi dam bao v6i Matthew. Philippe s& phai chip nhan t6i vao gia dinh. Gidng nhur me hay anh trai Matthew, ong dy s& khong c6
Iya chon nao khac.

“Bimg nghif em ¢6 thé chiém uru thé trurée dng,” Matthew canh céo. “Em c6 thé giéng me anh, nhur Gallowglass d n6i, nhung ngay cé ba ciing bj tom
gon trong cai mang cua ong hét 1an ndy tdi lan khac.”

“Va hién tai ¢6 phai anh van 14 thanh vién cua Pai Hoi Pong khong? C6 phéi vi thé ma anh biét Knox hay Domenico cting 4 thanh vién khong?” Phu thiy
Peter Knox van san ling deo bam ti ke tir khi t0i goi ra dugc Ashmole 782 & Bodleian. Con vé phan Domenico Michele, han la ma ca rong ¢6 nhitng
moi hin thii xua cli véi ngudi nha de Clermont. han da c6 mit tai La Pierre khi mdt thanh vién khac ctia Dai Hoi Pong tra tan toi.

“khong,” Matthew dép coc Ibc rdi quay di.

“Vay (jiéu Hancock noi v& mit ngudi nha de Clermont udn hién dién trong Pai Hoi Déng khong phai Ia sy that sao?”” T6i nin thd. noi phai di, t61 cam
lang cau khan, cho du 1a mot 161 néi doi.

“P6 van 14 sy that,” anh binh thén d4p, x6 v& hy vong trong toi.

“Vay L ai...?”” T6i bo King cau hoi. “Ysabeau? Baldwin? Chéc chin khong phai Marcus!” Toi khong thé tin me, anh trai hay con trai Matthew ¢6 thé
dinh liu dén ma khong ai & 1oi.

“C6 nhing sinh vat khéc ngudi trong cy pha hé ciia gia dinh anh ma em khong biét, Diana. Trong bét ctr truong hop nio, anh khong duoc tur do tiét 19
danh tinh thanh vién dang ngdi tai ban ctia Pai Hi Pong.”

“C6 luat I ndo rang budc nhitng ngurdi con an minh phyc vu cho gia dinh khong?” Toi bin khozn. “anh can thiép vao chinh trj — em dé théy nhing s
sach ke toan chimg minh dicu do. C6 phai anh dang hy vong khi ching ta quay ve hién tai, thanh vién gia dinh bi an ndy s& bang cach ndo d6 che chan
cho ta trurée con thinh nd cta Pai Hoi Bong khong?”

“anh khong biét,” Matthew ni ngéin gon. “anh khong chéic bt ctr diéu gi.”

K¢é hoach cho chuyén di ctia ching t6i nhanh chéng hinh thanh. Walter tranh ci véi Gallowglass vé 16 trinh t6t nht, trong khi Matthew sép xép céc cong
vu ctia minh.

Hancock dugc phai dén London cung Henry, mang theo mdt buu kién thur tin boc trong da. V6i tur cach nha quy toc cua virong qudc, ngai ba tude
duoc triéu tap dé dy cac nghi 1€ t6 chire thuong nién ctia nir hoang dién ra ngay muroi bay thang Mudi mot. Bén canh do, George cung Tom dong goi
hanh ly t6i Oxford kém theo mon tlen d4ang ké va mot Marlowe bi thét sing, Hancock da canh céo bon ho vé nhimg hiu qué tan khdc s& xay ra néu
chang yéu tinh gy thém bét cr réc rdi ndo.

Tuy Matthew di xa, nhung Hancock s€ 6 lai dé giam sat va khong do dur giai q}lyét triét dé néu co Iy do xac dang. Matthew con chi thi chinh xéc cho
George nhitng thic n¥ic xoay quanh cuon ¢ thu thudt gid kim ma anh ta cé the hoi cac hoc gid Oxford.

Céng viée ciia t6i don gian hon nhiéu. Toi chi c6 vai thir dd ca nhan cn déng hanh ly: nhimg chié:c hoa tai ctia Ysabeau, doi giay moi voi miy mon qu?m
0. Francoise da danh toan tim toan y dé may thém cho t61 mot by vay mau qué danh cho chuyén di. C6 4o thanh cao bang long thu duoc thict ke dé
tranh khoi gi6 nura. Nhitng miéng da 16ng cdo mém nhu lua ma Frangoise khau mdt duong trong chiee 4o choang ctia t6i ciing vi muc dich nay, ca nhitng
dai 1ong duoc long vao duong vien théu van trén do6i gang tay mdi cling vay.

Viée cudi ciing t6i im & Choi Gac C6 Ja mang cudn s6 Matthew d cho ti thur vién. s& dé dang danh mét mdt mon d6 nhur thé trén duong t6i Sept-
Tours, thém nita, t6i muon cudn nhat ky ctia minh dugc an toan tranh khoi nhitng con niit soi moi hét mire co thé. To1 khom nguoi bén bau cira s6 hai
may nhanh hirong thao 1an 0ai hirong non, 161 t6i bén ban ctia Matthew dé chon mit cay but 16ng ngdng va lo mure, vict nhat ky lan cuoi cling,

Ngay S thang Muoi mot, 1590, troi mura lanh

Tin tirc tir nha. Ching t6i dang chuén bi cho mot chuyén di dai.

Sau khi thbi nhe cac chir viét cho kho murc, t6i luén nhanh huong thao cing oai huong vao k& ho gilra cac trang gidy. Di Sarah ding huong thao danh
cho cac cau thin chii ghi nhé va oai hirong dé biéu 16 lwu ¥ cn trong vé bua yéu — mot sur két hop wira vin cho tinh hubng hién tai ctia ching toi.

“Hay cau cho bon con gip may min, di Sarah,” t6i thi thim khi tha cudn s6 nho vao tan cudi gia sach, voi hy vong né van con & d6 khi toi quay tro lai.
Ban dang doc truyén Mdar Md Phu Thiy dugc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull(dot)Net.
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Chuong 7

Rima Jaén ghét thang Mudi mot. Nhitng gio troi sang bi rit ngn lai, mbi ngay troi qua lai nhirong b voi bong t6i hon mot cht. bay ciing Ia thoi diém
kinh khing & Seville, ca thanh phd dang vao dip mia 18 hoi va mira giing khdp noi. Théi quen 1i xe 4u ta ctia cur dan noi ddy mdi gio' cang tré nén té
hon.

Rima bi dinh ket tai ban lim viéc hang tuan nay. Sép ciia ¢ quyét dinh don sach kho hang chd gac xép. Miia dong vira i, con mura da m nirt v& méi
ngoi trén ndc ngdi nha von dd nat ndy va du bao thoi tiét cho cac thang téi tham chi con t& hon. khong c6 tién khiic phuc vin dé nén nhan vién bao
dudng phai chuyén nhimg thing cac t6ng mic meo xudng gac nhim dam béo khong thir gi c6 gia tri bi phé huy trong nhiing trén béo sap téi. Moi thir
khac duoc kin d4o mang bo di dé cac nha quyén tang tiém ning ching thé kham pha chuyén gi dang xéy ra.

Day la cong viée kinh doanh ban thiu, lira d4o, nhung di sao van phéi lim cho xong, Rima ngam nghii. Thur vién 1 mot kho hru trit chuyén dung c& nho
tir nhing ngudn quy hlem Thir tinh iy trong b suru tp nay dén tir mdt gia toc xuat ching nguoi Andalusian, cac thanh vién cia gia toc co thé truy
ngudn gdc nguoc trd vé thoi tai chinh phuc, khi ngudi Thién Chia gido gianh lai ban dao tix chién binh Hbi gido, nhitng ké da chiém gitr 16 hoi thé ky thir
tam. Day ciing I ly do vai hoc gia muon mo rmmxemnhung loat séch hay do vat ky quai ma nguoi nha Gongalves da thu thp trong sudt nhirng nam
qua. Hau hét cac nha nghién ctru déu xudng phd & khu Archivo General de India dé tranh ci v& Columbus. anh ban Sevillanos ctia ¢6 mudn chudi thur
vién noi ddy co tac pham kinh di moi nhét, thay vi méy cudn s6 tay huéng dan Jesuit tir nhitng néim 1700 dang bong ra timg méng hay tap chi thoi trang
phu nit tir hdi 1800.

Rima cdm én mot cudn sach nho nam trén goe ban lm viée va dung dua cap kinh méu sang ludn durge cai trén dinh dAu khién nai toc den bi bt ngwoc
ra sau. c6 dd dé y thiy cubn sach nay tir mot tudn trude, lic cong nhén bao dudng danh roi caitlnmgg6 trudc mit co va cénnhénto vé kho chiu. Ké tir
do, Rima cho nd vao bo suu tap vdi tén goi C Thur Gongalve 4890 clng phan miéu ta “sach tiéng anh binh thuong, khuyét danh, cubi thé ky mudi sau.”
Nhur hiu hét cac cudn sach binh thirong khac, phan I6n bén trong 1 gidy trang, Rima da giri mot ban mau tiéng Tay Ban Nha do mt nguoi thira ke nha
Gongalve s& hiru t6i dai hoc Seville niam 1628. N6 duge dong khung gon gang, ké dong, danh sb trang that dep bang cach trang tri ciu ky xoén d¢ hinh
mire nhidu mau. Nhung khong c6 mdt tir ndo ca. Tham chi ¢ thdi qua khir, ngudi ta chua bao gid sdng ding theo khat vong ctia ban than.

Nhitng cudn sach binh thuong nhu thé nay duoc dit ¢ noi danh cho cac trang Kinh thanh, tho ca, dé tir ngu himg, va chdm ngdn ctia téc gia kinh dién.
Pic trung 1 nhimg dong chir nguéch ngoac, danh sach mua sim ciing nhur 10 bai hét tuc tiu va phan ké toan chi tiéu cho nhig sy kién ky la, quan
trong. Cudn sach nay ciing ching khac gi, Rima nghi vay. Budn thay, ai d6 da x¢é di trang dau tién ma c6 18 timg dugc dé tén chi nhan. khong c6 trang
sach d6 thi hiu nhu ching thé xac dinh duoc danh tinh nguoi s& hiru, hodc bét ky ai khac von chi duge nhic dén & phin mé du. Céc str gia it quan tim
hon t6i nhitng bang chimg v danh dang nay, vi viéc 4n danh c6 phan im cho ngudi dimg sau nd it quan trong,

Nhirng trang con lai bao gdm bang phan loai tit ca cac dong tién xu ctia anh duge ding vao thé ky murdi sau va quan hé gia tri giira chiing, Trang phia
sau viét nguéch ngoac mot danh sach vé trang phuc : 4o khodc, hai doi gidy, chiéc vay dai dinh Iong trang tri, sau 4o 16t, bon vay 16t dai kém mot doi
ging tay. C6 vai ngity ghi nhét ky v nghiia ctng mot phurong thude chita chimg dau diu — mon siip nong cho ngudi dm, Bm tir sita va rrou. Rima mim
cudi ty hoi iéuné cé hidu qua véi chimg dau nira dau ctia minh khong,

Dang I& ¢6 phai tra cudn sb nho cho phong gir dd & tang ba noi u trit ¢6 th, nhung c6 diéu gi 46 khieh Rima mudn gitt 16 bén minh. 13 rang mot phy
nit d4 viét cubn s nay. Chit viét tay tron tria run run khong chic chin trong that dé thuong, tir ngi ngoan ngoo én xuong va trén cac trang gidy nhitng
clnmmrc rai réc tiy tién khip noi. khong ngudi dan ng c6 hoc ndo & thé ky murdi sau viét nhur thé ca, trir phi ong ta bi dmhoic c6 tudi. Tac gia ciia
cudn sach khong phai ca hai dang d6. mdt cam gidc rung dong to mo dugc goi Ién trude nhitg dong nhét ky ky la viét bang nét chir co vé ngép ngimg
nay.

¢ da cho Javier Lopez xem cudn sach, mot ngudi quyén rii nhung chéing am hiéu gi, anh ta dugc nhitng nguoi cu01 ctng nha Gongalves thué dé bién
ngdinha clia gia dinh voi nhing d4u 4n ca nhan thanh mdt thur vién va vién bao tang, Van phong mo rong dudi tAng trét clia L 6ng ta dugc O dp van tuong
bang gb gu loai tdt va co nhimng chlec méy sudi duy nhét con hoat dong trong toa nha. Trong suot budi ndi chuyén riéng ngan ngti gitta hai nguoi, Javier
da bac bo goi y clia Rinma réng cudn sach ny déng duoc nghién ctru k§ cang hon. Ong ta ciing cAm chup anh né vi ¢d ¢6 thé chia sé nhig hinh anh véi
cac dong nghiép trong virong qudc anh. V& phan niém tin ctia c6 ring ngudi chit cubn séach a mdt phy nit, dng gidm ddc da im bdm gi d6 vé nguoi theo
thuyét nam nit binh quyén rdi phiy tay dudi co khoi van phong,

Va béi vay cubn sach van con nim trén ban ciia Rima. Tai Seville, mdt cudn sach nhur thé ndy s& ludn vo ich va chiing c6 vai trd gi. khong ai dén Tay
Ban Nha d¢ tim kiém nhitng cuon sich tiéng anh binh thurong ca. Ho s€ dén thur vién anh, hoac thur vién Folger Shakespeare 6 My.

C6 mdt ngudi dan ong la mat thinh thodng téi xem qua cac bd suu tap. Ong ta 14 nguoi Phap, va cai nhin chim chiim dénh gi4 tir ngudi nay khién Rima
thiy khé chiu. Herbert Cantal - hay ¢6 I8 1a Gerbert Cantal. ¢6 khong thé nh6 15. Ong ta c6 dé lai tim danh thiép vao lan ghé tham cudi ctng va khuyén
khich ¢ lién lac néu xuat hién bat cir thir gi thi vi. Khi Rima hoi chinh xac thir gi co thé du tiéu chuan d6, ngudi dan ong nay dap minh thay himg thi véi
moi thit. D6 khong phai I3 cau tra 161 hitu ich nhat.

Gios day, thir gi d6 tha vi da xuat hign. thit khong may, c6 khong the tim thy tim danh thiép cla ngwoi dan dng no, dit da don sach ca ban dé timra no.
Rima s€ phai doi t6i khi 6ng ta tr¢ lai d€ chia sé cudn sach nhé. Biét dau ngurdi nay s€ quan tAm t6i nd hon 6ng chii ctia cd.

Rima Iuét qua céc trang sach. mbt nhanh oai hwong nho6 xiu cing vai chiéc 14 huong thao dang bong ra nim giita hai trang gidy. co da khong trong thiy
thir d6 I trrde, lin can thin nhét ching 1én qua khe sach. Trong thoang choe, mot dai hrong thoang thoang gitra mau 1 ép da phai mau vuot 1én thanh
soi két noi gitra ¢d voi mdt nguroi song cach hang traim nam trude. Rima bang khuang mim curdi nghi dén ngudi phu nit minh s€ khong bao gid biét dugc.
“Mas basura.” Daniel & by phan bao giuéng toa nha da trd lai, bd dd bao ho 4o lién quﬁn mau xam cil mém bam dﬁy bui ban tir chuyéh van chuyén
thing céc tong trén gac xép. Lao ta day thém vai hop dung dung cu dudi san nha. Bat chap thoi tict mat mé, md hdi Ao cir ta ra trén tran, Ao dua Ong

https://thuviensach.vn



tay 4o quét di, dé lai mdt vét ban den xi. “Café?”

Pay I Ian thir ba trong tuAn o moi ¢d di choi. Rima biét Daniel thiy c6 hip dan T6 tién ngudi Berber ctia me ¢6 Von da hép dan dan 6 ong — that khong
ngac nhién vi dong toc d6 ban tang Rima nhitng dudng cong mém mai, an da dm ép ctng doi miét hanh do. Daniel van lam nhadm binh phamtuc tiu, xoa
lung ¢6 khi c6 di vao phong thu hay liéc nhin ngyre Rima hang miy ndm troi. Viée Eo thip hon chuc phan va gap doi tudi co dudng nhur ching hé 1am ko
nhut chi.

“Estoy nmuy ocupada,” Rima dap.

Tiéng can nhin ctia Daniel thAm dm vé hoai nghi. Lao liéc ra sau nhin méy cai hop lie bo di. Hop phia trén cing chira mot chiéc bao tay long ctia phu
nit va mdt con chim hong tude tiéu ban duge gan vao manh cay tuyét ting. Daniel lic dau, kinh ngac thay c6 thich danh thoi gian ciing nhitng con vat da
chét hon & canh do.

“Gracias,” Rima 1am bam khi tén nhan vién roi di. ¢o dong cubn sach tht nhe nhang 101 dt n6 vé chd cii trén ban lam viée cta minh,

Trong khi chuyén cac mén do bén trong chiéc hdp t6i canh ban, anh m¥it Rima lang thang lac trd vé cudn sach nho dudi 16p bia boc da gian di. Trong
bon tram ndm t6i, liéu c6 phai bang chimg duy nhat cho s ton tai ctia c0 s& 1a mdt trang tir to lich, mOt danh sdch mua sam va mot manh gidy ghi cong
thirc ctia ba ¢ vé mon alfajores, tat ca duoc dat trong tép tai liéu dan nhan: “V6 danh, khong quan trong” va bi cat tai mot kho hru trir chang ai ghé
tham?

Nhitng y nghiiu 4am d6 ¢6 hoi hudng tht bat hanh. Rima ring minh, cham vao 1 buia ho ménh hinh ban tay con gii nha Proher, Fatima. N6 duoc deo
quanh ¢b bang mbt soi ddy da va da duoc truyén lai cho nhitng ngudi phu ni trong gia dinh ¢6 lAu dén mirc ching ai c6 thé nhé ndi.

“Khamsa fi ainek,” ¢6 thi thim, hy vong nhitng 11 niy s& xua di linh hon ma quy ndo ns minh d3 vo tinh goi ra.
Ban dang doc truyén Mar Mda Phu Thiy dugc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhidu truyén hon & wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Chuwong 8

“Chd moi khi ha?” Gallowglass king I& hoi khi anh chang dat méiy mai chéo xudng va girong canh budm don Ién. Mac du con hon bén gio dong 1}6 nita
it trdi moi moc, nhung trong man dém da ¢4 the thay bong déng mot con tau khic. Toi phin biét duoc dudng nét toi sam ctia canh budm, chice dén
16ng dang dung dua trén cdy cdt tai dudi con thuyén 1én bén canh.

“Walter da néi ching ta s& dén Saint-Malo,” t6i Ién tiéng, dAu xoay di trong ndi khlep dam Raleigh da ddng hanh cing ching t6i tir Choi Gac C4 t6i
Portsmouth va diéu khién con thuyén dura tét ca t6i Guernsey. anh ta bi bo lai trén cdu cang gan ngdi king ctia Cang Thanh Pierre vi khong thé di xa hon
nita — khong thé khi chiéc d4u ctia anh ta duoc treo gia trén dat Au chau Thién Chiia gio.

“T6i nhé 16 noi Raleigh bao t6i dén, thura ¢6, nhung anh ta | mdt tén cudp bién. Va 1 ngudi anh. Thém nira, anh ta khong & ddy. Toi dang hoi chi
Matthew diy.”

“Immensi tremor ocear,”” Matthew thi thdm trong lic trAm ngim ngim nhin séng bién nhip nhd. Cham cht trong ra lan nurde den ngom, ve mit anh tya
nhu mot birc tuong chamkhac noj i !:é.LL Va 161 dap cho cau hdi clia cau chau trai thit ky quac — sy run ray ctia dai dwong ménh mong, Toi tu hoi liéu
6 phai minh da hiéu sai cau n6i bang tiéng Latin d6 khong,

“Thay :criéu sép Ién rdi, va di ngwa dén Fougeres gan hon dén Saint-Malo.” Gallowglass tiép tuc nhu hiéu Matthew vira n6i gi. “Trong thoi tiét nay, du &
trén bién hay trén dat lién thi c6 ay ciing chang bi lanh hon déu, ma con phai cudi ngwa mot quang duong dai nira.”

“Va chau s& bo roi ching ta.” Pay khong phai la mdt cau hoi ma B mdt 1i tuyén bd. Mi miit Matthew ha xubng, anh gt du. “Tot thoi.”

Gallowglass kéo buém, con thuyen d6i hudng tir chinh nam hoi chéch vé phia dong. Matthew ngdi xudng khoang thuyén, dua hrng vao nhimg tim vén
tru cong cong ctia thén thuyén, 16i kéo t6i vao vong tay dé 4o khoac ciia anh bao boc quanh toi.

khong thé c6 mdt gidc ngu ngon lanh, nhung i van thip di trén Iong ngwe Matthew. Chuyén di lam nguoi ta kit sirc, voi nhitmg con ngya phong hét the
Iwc va nhitng con thuyén chuyén dung cho quan doi. sy lanh gia ctng 16p suong mi mong tao nén mot tAm man tuyét mong manh trén chit vai len ciia
nuée anh. Gallowglass va Pierre gitt nhip diéu tro chuyén déu déu bang thir phurong nglt ndo d6 cua Phap, tuy nhién, Matthew van im king. anh d4p lai
cau hoi tir ho nhung giit céc ¥ nghi ctia riéng minh 4n gidu phia sau chiéc mit na trim tinh ky quai.

Trodi chuyén sang surong tuyét vao lic binh minh. B6 rdu ctia Gallowglass ddi thanh méu tring, bién anh ta thanh ban mb phong Ong Gia Noel. Cing Itic
d6, Pierre diéu chinh budm theo 1énh ciia cau chi, mdt khung canh xam tring dan hé 16 ra dudng bd bién nurée Phap. Chura day ba muroi phut sau, thity
triéu bat dau chay dua hudng vé dat lién. Con thuyén bi nang trén nhitng dot song va qua lin swong mii, mdt thap chudng xuyén Ién cac dam may. N6
gAn dén mirc kinh ngac, trong khi thoi tiét khién toa kién tric trong mo hd khong rd. Toi tho hit ra.
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“Giir chic vao,” Gallowglass nhic khi Pierre tha canh budm

Con thuyén lao it xuyén qua man suong Tiéng kéu ciia i mdng bién va tiéng v nurée vao vach da cho ti biét minh dang tién gan bd, nhung thuyén
van khong chim lai. Gallowglass nhin mot mai chéo vao con fii thy triéu, lim ching t6i lao nghiéng di that nhanh. C6 ai d6 la Ién, d& canh bao hoac
chao don.

“Tlest le chevalier de Clermont!” Pierre khum hai ban tay quanh miéng goi dap lai. Loi n6i cua anh ta duoc dap lai bang su im king trude khi co tiéng
chan chay nhon nhao vang qua bau khong khi lanh gia.

“Gallowglass!” Tt ca dang huréng thing vao mdt bic tuong. Toi qud quang tim mai cheo dé chong dd trurde tai nan hién nhién ndy. Ngay khi cac ngén
tay t61 tom duoc nd thi Matthew da kéo giat ra khoi nam tay toi.

“Cau ta van thuong tap vao vi tri 6 hang thé ky rdi va ngudi ctia cau ta da qua quen Véi viée do,” Matthew diém tinh n6i, hai tay anh gjir ci méi chéo
nhe bang khong ¢6 I8 ndo, vom thuyén lai liéng nhanh sang tréi, than thuyén ap sat cac tam lat bang d4 granit dugc d&o tho. Phia trén cao, bbn nguoi
dan 6ng xuat hién cling véi diy moc, giang niic con thuyén giit 16 dimg yén. Myc nude tiép tuc dang voi tdc d6 dang béo dong, mang con thuyen kn
cao cho t6i khi ngang bang mot ngdi nha nho bang d4. mot cay cau thang leo 1én mt hut khoi tm nhin, Pierre nhay lén mt dat, thap giong trao doi
nhanh va ra ddu vé phia con thuyén. Hai ngudi linh durgc trang bi vii khi budc nhanh vé phia ching t6i, rdi ting toe di vé hudng ciu thang,

“Chung ta da dén Mont Saint-Michel, madame.” Pierre chia tay ra. Toi ném Iy ban tay dy va budc ra khoi thuyén. “O déy ba s& nghi ngoi trong khi
milord n6i chuyén véi cha truedng tu vién.”

Kién thirc hiéu b1et ctia t6i vé hon déo ndy gidi han trong nhitng cau chuyén cung méy ngudi ban khi ra khoi vio mbi mia hé di vong quanh Hon déo cua
Wight: lic thily triéu thip n6 dugc bao quanh boi b cat In, con khi thily triéu 1én cao thi bi nhiing dong chay nguy hiém vay boc khién tau thuyén dam
vao vach d4. Toi ngodi nhin con thuyén nhd xiu ma ring minh. that B mdt phép mau khi moi ngudi vin con song,

Trong khi t6i c6 ging chinh dén lai déing vé ctia minh, thi Matthew chéim chii nhin cu chéu trai ctia anh, vin con dimg bat dong trong thuyén. “s& an toan
hon cho Diana néu chau di cliing,”

“Khi cac ban ctia chi khong gy réc rdi cho ¢6 Ay thi v chi duong nhur ¢6 kha ning tw chiim séc minh rdi.” Gallowglass ngude 1en mim cudi nhin toi.
“Philippe s& truy hoi vé chéu ddy.”

“Hay ndi véi ong...” Gallowglass ngimg lai, nhin dam dam vé phia xa. DOi mit xanh lam ctia ching ma ca rong chim sau trong ndi mong nhd. “Hay néi
voi 6ng chau van chua thé quén dugc.”

“Vi Chuia, chu phai cb giing tha thir,” Matthew ling 1& noi.

“Chau s€ khong bao gio tha thir,” Gallowglass lanh Ting d:élp, “va Philippe s& khong bao gior yéu cau chau diéu do. Cha chau da chét trong tay nguoi )
Phap ma khong mot sinh vét khac ngudi nao ding Ién chong lai dirc vua. Cho t6i khi chau lam lanh duoc véi qua khr, chau s€ khong dat chan 1én dat
Phap.”

“Hugh da di rdi, Chiia phit h cho linh hon anh Ay dwoc yén nghi. Cha chéu s& van sbng giita ching ta. Durng lang phi thoi gian ctia chau vdi anh & ay
Matthew budc ra khoi con thuyén. khong mot 01 tir biét, anh quay sang ndm iy khuyu tay t0i, hudng t6i chd dam cay ¢bi 1on xon canh 14 can cdi. Cam
thiy strc néng lanh 8o tir c4i nhin chidm chidm ctia Gallowglass, t6i quay lai va 4nh it khoa chét vao anh chang Celt. Ban tay chang ta gio 1én ra hiéu tir
biét.

Matthew van im king trong khi c4 hai tdi cdu thang, Toi khong thé tlﬁy duoc nhimg bac thang nay dan dén dau va nhanh chong khong dém nbi sb bac
cua ching. Thay vao d, t6i tap trung gitt cho bude chan minh dét déu déu lén  nhitng mit thang ¢t mon, tron bong. Cac manh bang da roi la ta xuong tur
vién vay va gi6 rit én qua chiéc mii trim dau to ding ctia toi. mdt cénh cira chic chin, dugc trang tri bang nhimg thanh sat udn ning né da ri sét, 15 10
chd do bui nrde bién min mo ra trude mit.

Ching t61 bude vao mdt can phong c6 ca rirng cot dé chdng dd méai vom. Cac 1 swéi 16n rai rac bén nhing birc tuong, lan toa khong khi dmap an lanh.
T6i thé ra mdt hoi nhe nhdm va rii chiée 4o khoac ngfin tay ciia minh cho cac ménh bang d4 va murde vang ra. mot tiéng ho khé hudng sw cha y cua toi vé
phia ngudi dan ong dang dimg true ngon lira chdy sang rue. anh ta méic chiéc 40 choang d6 ctia hdng y gido chit ma ¢6 vé nhur m6i hai muroi miy tudi —
qué tré dbi voi ngudi ¢6 thir bic cao nhur thé trong hang ngii chire séc ciia nha tho Thién Chia.

“A, Chevalier de Clermont. Hay thoi diém nay ching ta phai goi bang cai tén nao khac? anh Vé:ln 0 bén ngoai nurée Phap. C6 I anh da dam nhén chirc
danh cung voi vi tri cia Walsingham, gio thi héin da di xudng dia ngyc noi thube vé han r6i.” Tiéng anh cua vi hong y giao chi nay hoan hao khong ché
vao dau dugc mic du trong am hoi ndng, “Theo chi thi tir seignew, chiing t6i da va dang theo doi anh ba ngay nay. khdng thdy nhac t6i mdt ngudi phu
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nit.

Matthew thé cénh tay tdi ra dé ¢ thé budc lén phia trurée. anh quy g0i bang dong tic khom gbi nhe nhang va hon lén chiée nhan trén ban tay chia ra ciia
ngudi dan ong. “Eminence. To6i nghi ngai dang ¢ Rome, hra chon gido hoang moi cho ching ta. Hay hinh dung xem t6i vui ming thé nao khi thiy ngai ¢
day.” Matthew nghe chang cé vé vui mirng, T6i ban khoan ty héi minh c6 thé sa vao rac roi nao khi téi Mont Sant-Michel ma khong phai Saint-Malo
nhu Walter da dinh trude.

“Thoi diém hién tai, nuée Phap can ta hon 1 hi nghi céc gido chi 4o do. Nhimg vu giét hai dirc vua v hoang héu thoi gian gin ddy am Chia khong hai
long.” Mt vi hong y anh Ién tia canh céo. “Elizabeth s& nhanh chong phat hién ra, khi ba gip ngai.”
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“Toi khong c6 mit & day vi cong vy ctia nude anh, thua dire hdng y Joyeuse. Pay 1 vo t6i, Diana.” Matthew cam ddng xu bac mong ctia cha anh giita
ngon tro va ngodn gitra dua ra. “Toi dang vé nha.”

“Ta ciing da dugc béo viy. Cha anh da giri thi nay dé dam béo chuyén thong hanh ctia anh duge an toan.”” Joyeuse némmbt vt lp tnh vé phia
Matthew, anh bt gon Iy nd. “Philippe de Clermont quén mat ban than minh va cu xtr nhu theé 6ng ay 1a vua nude Phap vay.”

“Cha t6i khong can Iut 18, vi ong Ay chinh i thanh gwom séc bén p nén va phé trudt nhimg 6ng vua.” Matthew kh& khang déap. anh truot chiéc nhan
vang ning né qua khop ngon tay gitta deo ging. trén d6 kham mot vién da mau do. Toi chic chén hoa van khéc trén chiéc nhin trong giéng nhur vét bét
trén hng toi. “Céc 6ng chil ciia ngai biét rang néu khong phai i cha t6i, thi Thién Chuia gido da bién mit trén dat Phap. Khi d6 ngai ciing s& khong c6
it o day.”

“C6 I8 s& t6t hon cho tt ca néu seignew K vua, ma ngai vang Tin Lanh hién tai da ¢6 chi rdi. Nhung d6 i chi dé ching ta nén ban lun riéng,” hong y
gido chii Joyeuse noi mdt cach mét moi. Ong ta ra hiéu cho ngudi hau dang dimg trong bong i canh cira. “Pua vo cua chevalier vé phong ba ay. Ba
phai roi khoi day, madame. Chong ba da & giita nhitng ngudi di gido qua lau. mdt khoang thoi gian quy goi trén nén da lanh 1€o s€ nhac cho 6ng ay nhd
minh that su 1a ai.”

Gurong mit toi chéc hin da biéu 16 vé hoang mang khi phai & mdt minh tai noi nhu thé nay.

“Pietre s& & bén canh em”” Matthew dam béo trude khi ctii xudng 4p mdi anh 1én mdi ti. “Ching minh s& cudi ngwa 1én dudng khi thiy triéu xuéng,”
Va d6 I 1an cubi ciing t6i thdy Matthew Clairmont, nha khoa hoc. Ngudi dan ong sai bude hudng ra cira khong con 1 giang vién ciia Oxford nita ma
mot 6ng hoang thoi ky Phuc Hung. N6 hién hiru trong phong thai ctia anh, trén doi vai anh, trong khi chat tinh ty cuia strc manh déo dai, va trong anh
mat lanh ing ctia anh. Hamish d& dung khi canh céo 61 rang Matthew s& khong con I ngudi dan 6ng ma t6i da bict khi & day. Dudi vé be ngoai diu
dang ctia Matthew, mot su thay do6i sau sac dang dién ra.

Tir trén cao ving xubng nhitng tiéng chuéng ngn nga bao gio.

Nha khoa hoc. Ma ca rong, Chién binh. Gian diép. Nhitng tiéng chudng ngimg lai truée khi hdi cudi cing rung 1én budn tham.

Hoang tir.

T6i tyr hoi cude hanh trinh s& con tiét 16 thém didu gi vé ngudi dan ong phirc tap ma t6i da cudi im chdng

“Chiing ta dirng d& Chtia phai cho doi, dirc hong y Joyeuse,” Matthew lanh king néi. Joyeuse di theo sau, nhur thé Mont Saint-Michel thudc vé gia toc de
Clermont chir khong phai 1a nha tho.

Bén canh t6i, Pierre budng ra mjt tiéng tho' phao nhe nhang, “Milord est Iui-méme,” anh ta thi thAm cing vé
nhe nhdm.

D ngai van i dirc ngai. Nhung anh van 14 cia toi u?

Matthew c6 thé 1a mdt hoang tir, nhung khong phéi nghi ngo ai 1 vua nita.

Véi mbi nhip v6 ngyra sai di trén con dudng déng bang, quyén lue hay sirc anh huong ciia cha Matthew cang lic cang 1on. Khi ching t6i cang t6i gan
Philippe de Clermont, thi ngudi con trai clia dng cang trd' nén xa cach va doc doan hon — su két hop khién toi phai can ring chiu dung va dan dén vai
cudc tranh cii nay lra. Matthew thudng xin 16 vi héanh vi 4p dat mdi khi anh d3 qua con nong gian, va boi biét rd ap hrc anh phai chiu khi t6i gan cude
doan ty véi cha minh, t6i lai tha thir.

Sau khi duong d4u voi nhitng cdn cét 16 ra quanh Mont Saint-Michel lc thiy triéu xubng thip va di chuyén sau vao dat lién, cac ddng minh ctia nha de
Clermont chiao d6n ching t6i t6i thanh phd ctia Fougeres, sip xep cho nghi ngoi trong mdt toa thap tién nghi dugc chon san ndm trén thanh Kiy nhin ra
quang canh dong qué nurée Phép. Hai dém sau, nhitng ngudi hau cAm dude don ching toi trén con dudng bén ngoai thanh Baugg. Gia huy quen thude
trén bd ché phuc ctia ho: biéu tuong trong trung cho quyén lue cta Philippe 1B mbt ciy thanh gia va mit tring ludi iém. Trude day t6i da trong thiy nd
khi md mAm vio ngin kéo ban lam viéc clia Matthew tai Sept-Tours.

“Pay i noi ndo?” Toi héi sau khi ngudi hiu dan t6i mdt lu dai bi bé hoang. N6 &m ap dén ngac nhién ddi voi mdt ngdi nha bi dé khong nhur vay, va ca
mui thire an dugc nau mréng thom phirc thodng qua nhiing day hanh lang vang vong noi day.

“Nha ctia mdt nguoi ban cii.” Matthew cdy doi giay khoi hai ban chan lanh ctimg cua toi. My ngdn tay cai ctia anh 4n vao hai long ban chén budt gia,
khién mau bét dau tro lai phan co thé d6. Toi rén lén mot tiéng sang khoai. Pierre diit coc ruou cay nong vao tay toi. “Pay 1 can choi san wa thich ciia
René. Khi 6ng ta song & ddy, n6 day strc song, voi nhitng nghé siva hoc gia chét kin cac can phong. Bay gid cha anh quan Iy n6. Do chién tranh lién
mién nén khong c6 dip dé y dén toa lau dai nay.”

Khi con & Choi Gac C6, Matthew ctng Walter da giang giai cho 61 vé nhimg cudc c}ﬂén dang dién ra giita ngudi Phap theo Tin lanh va nguoi Phap theo
Thién Chua gido xemké nao s€ dicu khién ngai vang — cling nhur dat nuée. Tir cira s6 ¢ Fougeres, t0i trong thiy cac chiumkhoi danh dau doanh trai
quan doi gan nhat ctia ngudi Tin lanh & phia xa xa va ca nhiing ngdi nha hay nha thd bi tan pha rai rac trén duong toi ddy. Toi da bi soc bdi pham vi tan
pha ctia no.
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Vi cude xung dot ndy, nén cau chuyén xudt thin duge xdy dung cin thin cta t6i phai thay d6i. O nue anh, 16i c6 thé 1 mot phu nit Tin lanh gdc Phap
b trén khoi minh dat chon nhau cét rén dé ctru iy cude doi minh va dé trung thanh voi dire tin ctia minh. Con & day nhat thiét t6i phai | mdt tih 46
Thién chiia gido nguoi anh dang chiu dau kho tir rat lu. Bang cach ndo do, Matthew ¢ thé nhd dwoc moi 10i ndi dbi va mot nira s that can thiét dé duy
tri cac nhdn dang ctia chiing t6i, chura ndi t6i cac chi tiét lich str ctia mdi noi ching toi di qua.

“Gio ching minh dang ¢ tinh Anjou.” Giong noi tram Am ctia Matthew khién t6i chit y tré lai. “Nhiing nguoi em gip s& nghi ngd em I gian diép ctia nguoi
Tin lnh vi em ndi tiéng anh, cho du ching ta c6 ké cho ho nghe céu chuyén thé ndo di nita. Ving nay & mrdc Phap tir chbi cong nhan quyén ctia nha vua
d6i voi ngai vang va s& thich mdt ngurdi thong tri theo Thién Chia gido hon.”

“Nhu Philippe,” t6i Jim bam. khong chi hong y gido chu Joyeuse dang dugc loi tir anh huong cta Philippe. Cdc linh myc Thién Chia gido v6i bén mi
hom sdu cing nhirg doi mét am anh cling dimg lai dé n6i chuyén voi chiing t6i trén sudt duong di, chia s¢ tin tire va giri loi cam on t6i cha Matthew vi sur
tro' giiip cuia 6ng ay. khong ai 1a tay trang ca.

“Ong khong quan tAm t6i sy tinh t& huyén 4o ctia dirc tin Thién Chiia gi4o. Tai cac vimg khac trén dét nurde ndy, cha anh tng hd nhirg ngwoi Tin Li
“D6 I quan diém thong nht cac gido phéi co dde 16 1ét con gi.”

“Tét ca nhitng gi Philippe quan tdm la ctru nude Phap khoi chinh nd. Trong giai doan qué khir nay, August I vi vua m6i cta ching ta, Henri cua xir
Navarre, da c6 ging ép budc Paris chip nhan vi tri chinh trj va t6n gido ctia  Ong ta. Ngudi Paris tha chét d6i con hon cti dau trude mdt vi vua theo dao
Tin Lanh.” Matthew cao nhiing ngén tay qua mdi toc, dau hiéu mét moi lo Eing. “Hang nghin ngudi chét va gio cha anh khong tin trdng con ngudi cd thé
dan xép dong 1on xon nay.”

Philippe ciing khong ¢6 y dinh cho con trai 6ng Xt ly cac cong viée ctia minh. Pierre danh thirc ching t0i ddy trude binh minh dé thong bao ring ngya
m6i da duoc théng yén curong va sdn sang. anh ta d& nhan 101 nhéin ring ching t6i cin ¢6 mit & mot thi trdn cach ddy hon mdt trim dim— trong hai ngiy
tol.

“Diu d6 1 khong thé. Ching ta khong thé di nhanh trén mot quéing duong xa dén thé!” Toi ¢6 thé chit khée manh, nhung khong c6 bai thé duc van
dong hién dai nao trong duong véi vi€e cudi ngga hon ndm muroi ddm mdt ngay bang qua vimg dong khong mong quanh vao thang Mudi mdt nhu the
ndy.

“Ching ta ¢6 rét it hra chon,” Matthew ndi mdt cach dut khoat. “Néu ching ta tri hoan, ong s& cang giri nhiéu ngudi dén dé hdi thic sudt doc dudng
thoi. Tot hon hét 1 1am nhur didu duoc yéu cau.” Pén chidu mudn ngiy hom ay, khi t6i sap phat khoc vi mét moi thi Matthew nang t6i kn yén ngura ctia
anh mi khong n6i g, cir thé phi di t6i lic con ngyra kiét sirc. Toi qua mét moi dé phan doi.

Ching t6i ti chd nhiing bire twong da va nha go cta Saint-Benoir theo diing lich trinh, y nhu Philippe ra Iénh. Va ctr nhur thé, chung t0i tién tdi Sept-
Tours du gan dé ca Pierre 1An Matthew bét lo Eing hon, nén t6i cudi ngira mot bén. Bit chip sy ton trong triét dé tir ching toi 601 voi lich trinh 6ng dat
ra, Philippe tiép tuc tang thém hrong ngudi tiry ting ho tong, nhu thé ong lo so ching t6i c6 thé d6i y va quay tro lai anh. mot s6 bamsat got trén duong
di. S6 khac mo dudng, lo ligu lrong thure, ngwa va chd nghi trong c4c quén tro On a0, nhitng ngdi nha riéng, hay cac tu vién kién co Khi leo Ién dy doi
d4 do nhirng ngon nii lira d it ctia ving Auvergne dé lai, ching t6i phét hién ra bong dang céc ky si doc theo chudi dinh dbi bi cAm. Sau khi trong thiy
chiing t6i, ho xoay nguoi bd di mang theo tin bao vé cude hanh trinh tdi Sept-Tours.

Hai ngay sau, khi bong chiéu 1 nhap nhoang bubng xubng, Matthew, Pierre va toi dumg lai trén mot dinh nii xo xdc, toa lu dai cua gia toc de Clermont
vira van hién ra trong tim mt qua man gié tuyét xody Ion. Nhirng duong théing tap ctia tda nha chinh giop 16 mang vé quen thude, néu khong co & t6i
ching thé nhan ra noi ndy. Cac burc tuong luon trdn van con nguyén ven, cling nhur ca sau toa thap tron, mdi toa doi mdt cai mai hinh non bang déng ma
qua nhiéu nam tubi da chuyén thinh méu xanh 14 mém mai. Khoi toa ra tir dng khéi che md nhitng 16 chau mai clia céc toa thap, duong nét Iom chom noi
d6 goi cho ta nghi dén mot ngurdi khdng 16 dién cudng cling nhitng vét xén bom xom to diém trén mdi bire trdng. Khu viron phi day tuyét, co hing rao
vy quanh cing cac luéng cay hinh chit nhét xa xa.

Trong thoi hién dai, phdo dai bi cam Nhung lic ndy, véi chién tranh ton gido ciing nhu ndi chién dién ra khip noi, ning hre phong thi ciia n6 cang dugc
théy 13 rét hon. mot toa nha trén cong gic img limg dimg canh dém gitta Sept-Tours va ngdi lang. Bén trong, nguoi ta hbi ha nguroe xudi, nhidu ngudi
durgc trang bi vii khi. Chéam chi nhin xuyén qua min mura tuyét lic sim t01, t0i trong thiy cac kién tric bang gd rai rac khép khu vyre san khép kin bén
trong, Anh sang tir cac 6 cira s6 nho tao thanh nhirng hinh Bp phuong Am 4p déi lap véi mau d4 xam xit vimg chiic ciing nhu nén dat phi day tuyét.

Con ngyra cai toi cudi nha ra mot hoi tho 4maép va Amuét. ¢b nang 1 con ngira téy nhét t6i timg cudi ké tir khi bt dau cude hanh trinh. Con ngyra ctia
Matthew kha lon, den nhu mire, ¢6 tam voc trung binh va hay dop bat cir ai dén gan ngoai trir sinh vat khac nguoi trén lung né. Chiing tir tau ngyra nha
de Clermont, nén biét rd duong vé ma khong can bat cir sy chi dan nao, va déu hao hirc vui mirng dugc tién gin t6i nhitng X6 yén mach cing cai chubng
am &p ctia minh.

“Dieu. by Ia noi cudi cting trén trai dat ma anh hinh dung s& dat chin dén.”” Matthew chop mit, chim cham nhur thé cho doi lAu dai bién mét ngay trude
mit.

Toi v6i sang, dat ban tay minh Ién mu ban tay anh. “Tham chi bay gio anh van ¢6 thé ra chon. Chiing ta ¢6 thé quay lai.”” Pierre nhin toi voi vé tiée nubi,
con Matthew tang t6i mdt nu cudi budn ba.

“Emkhong biét cha anh.” Anh m¥it anh dam dam hudng vé phia lau dai.

Day dube chay sang ruc subt doc dudng di t6i khi ching t6i d3 budc vao Sept-Tours. Nhitng canh cira bing gd va sit ning né dwoc mo ra sin, clng
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mot doi | béq nguoi dan 6ng ding ]éng lang bén canh lic ching t6i bude qua. Céc canh ctra dong sam lai phia sau hrng, roi hai nguoi dan 6ng kéo mot
thanh g6 chén dai trén bure twong d€ dong chat i ra vao. Sau nhicu ngay rong ré cudi ngwa bang qua nude Phap, 61 duoc day rang d6 1a sy thn trong
khon ngoan. Bén ngoai day ray nhiing ké la mit, bon linh cudp boc cd the dp dén bat cir lac ndo, hay mdt dia nguc chét choc va bao luc d€ lamhai long
mot vi [anh chila moi.

Doi quan durgc trang bi vil trang dan hang ngang — ca ngudi lin ma ca rong — dang doi sin & bén trong. Nura ta nguoi trong s0 d6 chiu trach nhiém vé fi

ngura. Pierre giao mot goi thur nho, trong khi nhitng nguoi kia thap giong hoi han anh ta va ngim liéc nhin t6i. khong ai dén gn hay d& nghi giip do ca.
Toi ngdi trén ngwa ctia minh, run ray vi mét 1 va lanh cong, tim kiém Philippe trong dam dong. Chéc chin ong y s& ra Iénh cho ai do giip t6i xubng,

Matthew dé y thiy tinh thé kho khén cua t61 bén quang nguoi xudng ngura voi su duyén dang dang ganh ty. Bing vai budc sai dai, anh d4 ¢ bén canh,
nhe nhang thao ban chin dang mit cam gidc ctia toi ra khoi ban dap, hoi xoay n6 dé khoi phyc lai kha nang ctr dong. T6i cam on anh vi khong mu6n
man ra mat dau tién ctia minh & Sept-Tours lai dinh dang dén mdt ¢t ngd bd nhao trén miét tuyet da bi giay x€o ban thiu & khodng san trong lau dai.
“Nguoi dan 6ng ndo trong s ndy 1 cha anh vay?” Toi thi tham khi anh ludn qua phia dudi cd ngwa dé sang phia bén kia.

“khong ai ca. Ong 4y & trong nha, dudng nhu chéing budn ban tim 1gap chiing ta sau khi da khéng khéing bat ching ta cudi ngyra nhur thé ché dia nguc
dang truy dudi dang sau. Em cting nén vao trong thoi” Matthew bt dau dura ra loat ménh kénh bang thir Ueng Phap coc 1dc, giai tan i nguoi hau dang
trd mat nhin mbt cdch ngd ngén, khién bon ho tan ra cac hudng cho t6i khi chi con duy nhat mdt ma ca rong dimg lai dudi chan nhiing bac thém xody ¢
bang gb dan Ién cira lau dai. Toi lai trai qua cam giac gai gai ngudi khi qua khir va hién tai va dung nhau, do nhé dén in dau tién leo én cac bac thém
bang d4 dé toi gip Ysabeau.

“Alain.” Guong mit Matthew gian ra nhe nhom

“Chao mimg vé nha.” Ma ca rong niy néi tleng anh. Khi ong ta tién t6i gan cting déng di hoi ca nhéc, t6i dan chi y hon t6i cc chi tiét cia vé bé ngoai:
méi toc mudi tiéu, nhidu nép nhin quanh doi mét hién hiu va voc nguoi rin roi.

“Camon, Alain. DAy | vo t6i, Diana.”
“Ba de Clermont.” Alain cti du chao, van git mot khoang cach ton kinh cén trong,

“that vinh hanh duoc gip ong, Alain” Tuy chura timg gip mét, nhung t0i da gantenongayvm long trung thanh va sy ting hd kién dinh. D6 chinh 1a Alain
ma Matthew da goi giita dém khuya & thé ky hai muroi mdt khi anh mu6n dam bao s& ¢6 sin thire an doi t6i tai Sept-Tours.

“Cha ngai dang doi,” Alain n6i, budc sang mdt bén dé ching ti di qua.

“Nho ho dira thire an t6i phong t6i— thir gi 6 don gian thoi. Diana rat mét va doi.”” Matthew dua ging tay ciia anh cho Alain. “Téi s& gip cha trong gidy
lat nira.”

“hién gi ngai Ay dang mong ca hai vi.” Vé miit thin trong thé hién tinh trung 1p biéu 6 trén gwong mét Alain. “Cén thin voi cu thang, thira ba. Céc bac
thang bi dong bang roi.”

“Vay u?” Matthew ngurde nhin Ién choi canh hinh vuong, miéng mim cht.

V6i ban tay Matthew nam chic trén khuyu tay minh, t6i khong gap réc i ndo khi huéng Ién cau thang. Nhung hai chén t6i dang run lay bay dén ndi vip
phai ria phién da lat gb ghé & 16i vao. Cii truot chan d6 dii khién cho tam trang Matthew bimg bimg ndi gidn.

“Philippe thét 1 vo Iy,” Matthew can nhin, tom Ry eo toi. “co Ay da di sudt nhidu ngiy qua.”
“Ngai dy da durt khodt ra lénh nhur vdy, thua ngi” Vé trang trong cimg nhiic ctia Alain B mdt 10i canh béo.

“On ca ma, Matthew.” Toi ddy cai il trum ra khoi mat dé quan sat dai sanh phia xa. Chang thiy bong dang bo suru tap trung bay do giap va giao mic
ma toi da thiy & thé ky hai muoi mdt. Thay vao d6 i mdt tim binh phong tram khéic bing £, grup 1am chéch hudng lan khong khi 4m thap khi cira mo.
Céc dd trang tri thoi trung ¢d, chiéc ban tron, céi bat str mong manh Bugc thay thé boi nhlep tAm tham théu nhe nhang lay dong trén nhirg birc trong da
boi lan khong khi am ap tir 1o sudi hoa vao ludng gi6 lanh hon tir bén ngoai lot vao. Hai chiéc ban dai c6 loat day ghe bang thap ké sat bén suon choan
day khoang khong gian con lai, va nhiing ngwdi dan 6ng dan ba di t6i di Iui nhu con thoi gitra ching bay ra du loai coc dia d€ chuan b bira t6i. C6 cho
cho hang ta sinh vat khac nguoi tu hop & d6. Ban cong ctia nguroi ht rong ¢ phia trén cao lic nay dong nghet nhirng nhac cong dang chuén bi nhac cu
san sang,

“that kinh ngac,” t6i thot Ién qua d6i mbi clmg do.

Nhirng ngén tay lanh cong nim Ay cam t6i va xoay nd qua. “Nhin em xanh xao qué,” Matthew noi.

“T6i s& mang mot chiéc 10 than dén dé swdi 4m ban chan ba 4y, ca ruou vang nong nita,” Alain hira. “Va chiing ta s& dét Ira to Ién.”
mot sinh vat miu nong xudt hién, d6n By cai 4o choang uét tir t6i. Matthew quay phét vé hudng ma t6i von biét nd nhu phong 3n sang. Téi Fing tai
nhung chang nghe thay gi.
Alain Fic du vé iy lam tiéc. “Ong Ay dang trong tAm trang khong t6t Bm.”
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“r0 rang ]a thé.” Matthew nhin xudng. “Philippe dang gAm én vi ching ta. Em ¢6 chéic khong, Diana? Néu em khong mudn giip ong tdi nay, anh s&
duong dau voi con thinh nd dé.”

Nhung Matthew s& khong don doc trong lin déu tién gip mit cha sau khoang thoi gian hon séu thap ky. anh da dimg bén canh khi t0i déi mit voi nhimg
béng ma ciia minh thi 6 ciing s& lam thé vi anh. Ri t6i s& 1én girdng di ngi va nim | & d6 cho t6i dip Gidng Sinh.

“Minh di ndo,” t6i dap mot cach kién quyét, nhic cao miy Iop vay.

Sept-Tours qua cd xura nén ching thé c6 nhitng thiét k& hién dai nhu hanh lang, nén ching t6i phéi ludn qua mdt khung ctra vom & bén phai 1o sudi va
vao trong goc can phong mi ngay nao do s€ 1 phong khach rong réi cta Ysabeau. hién gio, né chua bi nhet day cac do go 1noi thit dep d& ma duoc
trang tri bang nhitng db vat mdc mac nhu moi noi khac t6i da thay trén cudc hanh trinh. D6 noi tht bang go s0i ning né chdng trom cap va co thé chiu
duoc nhing va cham nhe tir vai tran chién thi thoang xay ra, diéu d6 dwoc minh chimg bang vét xude sau cit theo duong chéo ngang bé miit mdt chiée
i bup phé.

Tir d6, Alain dAn c4 hai vio can phong noi Ysabeau va t6i mit ngdy nao do s& ding bira sang gitta nhitng birc trdng mau ndu do dmap, trén chiéc ban
bay do str cing dao dia ning trich bang bac. N6 khac xa hinh anh & hién tai, chi c6 duy nhat mot cai ban va ghe. trén myit ban phu déy céc giay to va
nhicu d6 ding ban giay khac. khong cé thoi gian d€ nhin ngd thém, ching tdi leo 1én chiéc cau thang da mon vet dan tdi phan xa la khac cta lau dai

Cau thang dot ngdt dung lai trén mot chleu 1 nghi rong réi. Gian phong dai mo ra vé phia bén tréi, cat gitt mot bd gdm nhing dong hd, céc loai vii khi,
tranh chan dung va do 101 thét duoc sip xép phan loai ky la. mot chiéc virong mién bang vang méo mo dit chénh vénh tiy tién trén c4i dau bang cAm
thach ctia mdt vi thin ¢b xura ndo d6. mot vién ruby mau mau chim cau hinh dang 16i 16m c6 kich ¢& twong dwong qué trimg toa anh séang lp lanh, quéi di
vé phia ti tir chinh giita chiéc virong mién.

“Lbi ndy,” Alain n6i, din ching ti vao can phong tiép theo. O ddy c6 mdt cau thang khac dan Ién trén. Vai chiéc ghe bang khé bét tién dit & bén ng0a1
canh cira d6ng kin. Alain king 1§, nhan nai ché doi cau tra 101 cho sur co mit ctia ching t6i. Liic sau, mit tir duy nhat bang tiéng Latin vong ra qua 1op gd
day:

“Introite.”

Matthew ngy ngudi truée am thanh do. Alain ném anh nhin lo ling vé phia anh va ddy canh cira ra. N6 king 1§ mé tung trén nhitg chiéc ban I& chéc
chéin da dugc tra dau cén than,

mot nguoi dan ng ngdi ddi dién, lung quay vé phia ching 61, c6 mai toc sang bong. D dang ng01 nhung 16 rang ong kha cao 1on voi bo vai rong cua
van dong vién dién kinh. mdt cay but mire lao xao trén gidy, tao nén nhip diéu déu din gip ba lan hoa cing tiéng nd 15p bdp lién hdi ctia gd chay trong 1
sudi va nhitng con gi6 manh gao thét ngoai troi.

Tiéng n6i trAm vang chen vao diéu nhac tai noi ndy: “Sedete.”

Gio dén huot t6i nhay dung 1én. khong c6 canh cira dé nén b6t am thanh, giong ndi ctia Philippe tao ra tiéng doi vang cho t6i khi hai tai t6i ong ong.
Ngudi dan 6ng ndy da quen véi viée nguoi khéc vang lénh, ngay lp tirc va khong hé thic méc. Doi chan t6i di chuyén hudng t6i hai chiée ghé twa dang
doi sin dé ngdi xudng nhur dng ra nh. Toi tién toi budc thir ba moi nhin ra Matthew van dimg ¢ ngudng cira, lién quay trd lai bén canh chong minh va
ndm ly tay anh. Matthew dam dam nhin xudng, hoang mang, lic dau dé c6 thoat ra khoi nhimg hdi trc ciia ban than,

Chdc Iat sau, ca hai da bang ngang qua can phong, Toi an toa trén chiéc ghé tura cting m6n nrou vang dugc hira hen va mot cai ong 1 bang kim loai dé
1am chd dura cho doi chan. Alain gat dau rit hui, liéc mét qua day cam thong. Roi ching t6i chd doi. that khé khin cho t6i con véi Matthew [a khong thé
chiu dung ndi. sy cang thang gia tng t6i mirc anh gan nhu run 1én ban bat béi xic cambi dé nén.

Dén khi cha anh nhan thy sur hién dién ctia ca hai, thi ndi lo ling cing tAm trang cang thang ctia ti c6 nguy co 19 hét ra ngoai. Toi dang nhin chim chim
xuong hai ban tay minh va twr hoi liéu ching ¢6 di manh d€ kim ham 6ng khi hai diém bang lanh o dang n¢ bung dir ddi trén méi dau cti thap cua toi
Nang cam Ién va t6i nhén ra ban than dang nhin do' dan vao d6i mat mau hung ctia mdt vi than Hy Lap.

Khi Jin d4u tién trong thiy Matthew, phan tmg ban nang trong t6i l bo chay. Nhung Matthew — to 1on va dang chén chuong nhu 61 thang Chin & thur
vién Bodleian — cting khong ¢6 dang vé thoat trén bang mot nira nhur thé. Dleu d6 khong phai do Philippe de Clermont la quai vat. Ma nguoc lai Ong,
don gian, I sinh vat hép dan nhét t6i timg thiy — siéu nhién, siéu pham, xuét quy nhap thin, va ciing rit con ngudi.

khong ai c6 thé nhin Philippe de Clermont mé lai nghii 6ng 1 ngudi trin mit thit. Cac nét dic trung clia ma ca rdng & 6ng quéa hoan my va can ddi dén ky
la. Caip Iong may thing, den nhanh ndm phia trén d6i mét mau xanh nhat, d& thay ddi thanh sic niu hoang kim diém nhimg dém séang méu xanh 14. Viée
dai ndng phoi gié diém Ién méi toc ndu ciia ong nhitng soi mau vang, bac, dong Iong lanh. Khudn miéng Philippe that mém mai va goi cam, dui con tirc
gian t6i nay da khién doi mbi d6 co vé cimg rin va mim chit lai.

Cb ép hai canh mdi khép lai dé gt cho quai ham khong r6t ra, t6i don iy anh nhin chiim chiim d4nh gi tir 6ng. Khi t6i im thé, anh niit 6ng chim
cham, than trong di chuyén sang Matthew.

“Con tyr gidi thich di.” Nhimg ki ndyy durge thdt ra king I¢, nhung ching khong che giéu dugc con thinh nd ctia Philippe. Tuy nhién, ¢6 hon mdt ma ca
rong gian dit trong can phong nay. Bay gio' con soc vi nhin thay Philippe da qua di, Matthew c0 gang lay lai chii dong,

“Cha ra Iénh cho con dén Sept-Tours. Gid con & ddy, con song va khoe manh, bat chap nhimg béo céo dién cudng ctia chéu trai cha.” Matthew ném
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ddng xu bac Ién chiéc ban am viéc bang gb soi ciia cha anh. N6 dép xudng bang mép ria va xoay tit quanh mdt cai truc vo hinh trrde khi d6 thing ra.
“Chéic chdn s& t6t hon cho vo con néu & yén tai nha vao thoi gian ndy trong nim.” Gidng nhur Alain, tiéng anh ctia Philippe thanh thao nhur ngudi ban xi.
“Diana 1 ban doi két d6i ctia con. Con kho c6 thé dé ¢ 4y lai nude anh véi Henry va Walter don gian vi trdi c6 thé db tuyét.”

“Thoi di, Matthew,” Philippe quét 1én. am thanh giéng nhur tiéng sur tir gam Gia dinh de Clermont 3 mdt bay da thi ghé gom sy hién dién cia Matthew
ludn goi to1 nght dén soi. Vi Ysabeau lai 1 loai chim ung, Gallowglass khién t6i lién turéng t6i mdt con géu. Philippe gin gidng vay nhung 1 mt con da
thir san moi chét choe khac.

“Gallowglass va Walter noi voi ta rang cd phii thity ndy can sy bao hd cia ta.” Con sur tir voi t61 mot bure thur. Ong bung vao mép 14 thur trén ban va
cham cham nhin Matthew. “Ta da nghi viéc che ché cho nhirng sinh vat khac ngurdi yéu hon gio la cong viée ctia con vi con dang dam nhiém cai ghe cia
gia toc nay tai Pai Hoi Bong.”

“Diana khéng yéu dubi, va co ﬁy cAn nhiéu su che ché bao vé hon kha nang cua Pai Ho1 Déng, di thye té ¢o éy d3 két hon véi con. Cha s& ban cho
chiing con dicu d6 chir?”” sy thach thirc & ngay trong giong di€u, cling nhu trong thai do ctia Matthew.

“Trudc hét ta can nghe cd Ay giai thich,” Philippe néi. Ong nhin t6i va nhudng cip 16ng nay kén.

“Ching con tinh ¢ gip nhau. Con biét ¢6 Ay 1a phi thily, nhung gin két giira ching con 1 khong thé chdi bo,” Matthew néi. “Ngudi ciia cd 4y dd quay
lung lai v6i 6 dy. ..”” mdt ban tay ¢6 thé bi nham véi mot bup hong gio 1én ra ddu kénh im king. Philippe chuyén sur chi y sang cau con trai.

“Matthaios.” Giong n6i 1& nhe woi biéng ctia Philippe ¢6 hiéu Iirc nhur ngon roi tir tir quét xudng, im c4u con trai 6ng im bt tirc thi. “Cé phai con can ta
che chd khong?”

“Di nhién i khong a,” Matthew cam phan dap 1oi.
“Thé thi hdly im ing va dé c6 phi thity nay noi.”

Dé nhanh chéng thodt khoi sur bat an truée sy hién dién cuia cha Matthew, t0i can nhéic cach twong thuét théit ti mi chuyén phidu lru gin day. Tuy vy,
viéc ké lai tirng chi tiet s& mat qua nhicu thoi gian ma kha ning Matthew s& bling n6 trong lic d6 lai qua nhicu. To1 hit mdt hoi thit sau roi bat dau.

“Tén con la Diana Bishop va cha me con déu i nhirng phu thiy c6 stre manh. Cac phu thiy khac da giég ho khi ho ¢ xa nha, lic 46 con van con nho.
Trudce khi chét, ho d3 yém bua thoi mién Ién con. Me con 1a mdt ngudi thiy trude duge tuong lai, ba biét rd dicu gi s€ xay dén.”

Hai mit Philippe nheo lai vé nghi ngd. Toi hiéu s than trong ctia ong. Toi van thay that kho ma hiéu dugc tai sao hai nguoi thuong yéu toi rét murc lai
pha v& quy tic dao dirc trong gidi phit thity va diit con gai duy nhét ctia ho vao gdng xiéng tréi bude bang phap thudt.

“Khi I6n Ién, con 1 ndi ho then cuia gia dinh — m6t phu thily khong thé thip duoc nén hay thure hién hoan chinh mot cau than chi. Con quay g véi gia
tdc va vao dai hoc.” Véi su tiet 10 nay, Matthew bat dau nhap nhomkhé chiu trong ghé ngoi. “Con nghién ctru lich sir thuat gia kim.”’

“Diana nghién ctru nghé thudt cua thudt gia kim,” Matthew sura lai, liéc nhin t6i canh cdo. Nhung kiéu sy thét nira voi éy s€ khong thda mén cha anh.
“Con I ngudi du hanh virot thoi gian.” Loi ndy treo lo limg trong khong trung giita ba chiing t6i. “Ngudi chd bac goi nd I fileuse de temps.”

‘O, ta bié't' 15 ¢6 14 gi,”” Philippe van dép bang cai giong hrdi biéng, mdt anh nhin kinh ngac thoang lwét qua trén mit Matthew. “Ta da song trong khodng
thoi gian rat dai, madame, va da biet rat nhiéu sinh vat khac nguoi. c6 khong phai dén tir thoi dai nay, cling khong phai tir qua khir, vy nén c6 phai dén
tlr trong lai. Va Matthaios du hanh trd vé cting 6, vi né khong phai ciing mt ngurdi dan 6ng nhu tam thang trurde. Matthew ma ta bict s€ khong bao gio
thém nhin mdt phu thity dén lan thir hai.” Ong hit mdt hoi that sau. “Chau trai ta d3 canh bao ta rang ca hai dira c6 mii rat ky quai.”

“Philippe, hdy dé con giai thich. . .” Nhung s6 phan Matthew da dugc dinh sin ki khong thé noi hét cau nao trong ca budi ti homnay.

“Di tinh hinh ¢6 vé rét réc rdi, ta mimg khi mt khia canh tich cyc trong tuong lai  ¢6 thé duoc cao réu.” Philippe woi nhéc gl bo rau va ria mép duge
cdt tia gon gang ctia minh. “Rot cude, nhitng bd rau 1 dau hi€u cta chay ran, chir chang cd vé thong thai gi ca.”

“Con duoc nghe ring Matthew trong gidng ké tan phé.” Toi nén mdt tiéng thé' dai mét moi. “Nhung con khong biét cau thin chi dé gin lai rau.”
Philippe phéy tay gat phét 1 t6i di. “mot bo réu c6 thé dé dang sip xép thoi. co dang ké véi t6i vé himg thu dbi voi thuat gia kim.”

“Vang. Con d3 tim thiy mdt quyén sach — mdt cudn sach ma rét nhiéu sinh vat khac ciing tim kiém. Con gip Matthew khi anh 4y dén dé ly n6 tir chd

con, nhung anh 4y khong thé thurc hién dugc vi nd d roi khoi tay con. Sau d6, moi sinh vét khic ngudi trong vong hing dam déu db vé bam theo con.
Con budc phai ngirng lam viéc!”

mot am thanh c6 I 1a tiépg cudi bi nén lai lam co trén quai ham Philippe giét giat. Toi phat hién ra voi loai sur tir tht kho ma n6i duoc liu ching dang

khoai chi hay chuan bi vd moi.

“Ching con nghii n6 14 cudn séch vé ngudn gde céc loai,” Matthew ndi thém. Biéu cam ctia anh ddy vé tir hao, du viée t6i goi ra duge cubn cérthu dy

hoan toan chi I tinh cd. “N6 da tim dén Diana. Téi lic nhitng sinh vt khac nguoi kia cling nhén ra thir ¢6 ay tim duoc 1a gi thi con da yéu ¢ ay mat
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“Vay la chuyén nay tiép dién trong mot thi gian.” Philippe dua Imy ngon tay do trude cam, khuyu tay dat lén mép ban. Ong dang ngdi trén chiéc ghé
du bbn chan gian di, mic du 6 mot chiée ghé 1ong By chudng mit y nhu mdt cai ngai vang trong khong ngay bén canh.

“khong,” t6i dap sau khi tinh toan d6i chut, “chi m6i nira thang thoi. Mic du Matthew khong thira nhén tinh cam cta anh 4y trong khoang thoi gian dai
cho t6i khi chiing con & Sept-Tours. Nhung tai day cling khong an toan. mdt toi con roi khoi girdong Matthew va ra ngoai. mt phu thity da bat con khoéi
khu vuron.”

Anh miit Philippe phong tir t6i sang Matthew. “Cé mdt phi thity bén trong nhitng burc tuwong ctia Sept-Tours sa0?”

“Véng,” Matthew dép ngin gon.

“Durdi nhitng bire trdng a,” ti nhe nhang chinh lai, thém Jan nita 16i kéo sur chi1 y ctia cha anh. “Con khong tin ¢6 bat ky phi thily ndo timg dait chén lén
dat nay, néu do 1a didu quan trong. A, trir con, di nhién i thé.”

“Tét nhién,” Philippe cong nhn véi cai gat dau that khé. “Tiép di.”

“Ba ta mang con tdi La Pierre. Domenico & d6. Ca Gerbert nita.” Biéu cam trén gurong mét Philippe cho biét ca lu di lin hai ma ca rong n t0i da gip
déu xa la voi ong.

“tht dang nguyén rtia, ling nhéng qué, di vao chuyén chinh di,” Philippe lau bau.

“Chinh Dai Hoi POng da ra knh bét c6¢ va mot ph thiy tén Satu da ¢d ép con thé hién phép thuit ciia minh. Khi thét bai, Satu ném con vao him

Ban tay Matthew lo déing vubt ve hrng t6i nhur van luon 1am thé mdi khi chuyén dém d6 dwoc nhéc dén. Philippe quan sét ctr chi d6 nhung khong ndi gi.

“Sau khi trén thodt, con khong thé & lai Sept-Tours va dat Ysabeau vao nguy hiém. Tt ca phap thuat ndy toa ra tir con, bac thiy ddy, nhitng stirc manh
mé con khong thé diéu khién duoc. Matthew ctng con dén ¢ nha cac di con.” T6i ngimg 10i, tim cach giai thich dia diém ctia nd. “Béc biét cac truyén
thuyét ma ngudi ciia Gallowglass da ké vé nhitng ving dét ¢ phia tay bén kia bor dai duong chir?” Philippe gt dau. “D6 1 noi céc di con séng, Dai khai
I thé.”

“Va nhitng ba di ndy déu la ph thity ha?”

“Vang, Sau d6, mdt manjasang da toi dé giét Matthew — mdt trong so tay sai ctia Gerbert — c6 ta suyt nita da thanh c6ng, Ching con noi ndo chiing con
¢6 thé tranh xa khoi tim v6i cia Pai Hoi Dong, ngoai trir qua khir.” T6i ngimg lai, bi sc trude cai nhin doc dia ma Philippe ting cho Matthew. “Nhung
ching con cting khong tim duoc noi 4n nAu tai day. Nguoi ving Woodstock biét con 1 phi thily va céc cude truy dudi & Scotland co thé anh huong dén
cudc song ctia ca hai tai Oxfordshire. Nén ching con ]al tiép tuc chay trén.” Toi nham xét lai so luge toan bd cau chuyén nham chic chan khong bo sot
bt cir diéu gi quan trong. “D6 1 cau chuyén ciia con.”

“c6 co tai thudt lai thong tin phirc tap kha nhanh gon va c6 dong d4y, madame. Néu co co long tt chia sé phurong phap voi Matthew, do6 cting la mot
cach phuc vu cho gia dinh nay. Ching ta danh thoi gian cho giay va bit long nhiéu hon mirc can thiét.” Philippe nghién ciru méy dau ngon tay cta minh
mét mot e rdi dimg day bang tdc d6 clia ma ca rdng khién cir dong don gian cting tr¢' thanh sy bing n that sw. Phit trude 6ng con dang ngdi yén mot
chd, ngay sau d6 céc co bap trén nguoi ong da gian ra khién cho ca sau feet chidu dai co thé bat thinh inh hién ra to Ion phia trén ban. Ngai ma ca rong
don sy chay ¥ vao ciu con trai.

“Con dang choi trd nguy hiém déy, Matthew, mdt tro choi durgc thi it mi mt thi nhidu. Gallowglass da giri 10 nhéin sau khi con roi di. Ngwoi cudi ngwa
mang 1}6 tGi theo 16 trinh khac va dén‘truérc. Trong lic con dén day, dl’{c vua’Scotland da bat hon mot trim phtl thity va cam tt bon ho & Edinburgh. Pai
Hoi Bong khong may may nghi ngd rang con dang trén duong toi do dé thuyét phuc Vua James tir bo van dé nay.”

“Tét ca nhitng diéu d6 cang thém Iy do dé Diana nhn su bao vé ciia cha,” Matthew sit sao n6i.

“Tai sao ta nén im thé?” Séc mat lanh king ctia Philippe nhu thach thirc.

“Bai vi con yéu ¢b dy. Va boi vi cha n6i véi con ring Dong tu Thanh Lazarus 1 dé bao vé cho nhitng ai khong thé tir bao vé ban than ho.”

“Ta bao v¢ cac manjasang khac, khong phai phu thiy!”

“C6 thé cha nén mo rong tim nhin bao quat hon,” Matthew buéng binh d4p. “Manjasang thong thuong déu c6 thé tr chim séc ban than ho.”

“Con biét 13 ta khéng’thé che cho ngudi phu nit nay, Matthew. Ca chau Au dang suc s6i voi cac van dé vé dirc tin va loai miu néng dang tim kiém 16
thoat cho nhitng rac r6i hién tai. L& hién nhién, ho quay sang cac sinh vét khac ngu6i xung quanh. Nhung con d ¢6 y mang ngudi phy nit ndy — nguoi
phu nit ma con tuyén bd 1A vo ctia con va la mt phu thity — dan minh vao con dién loan. khong.” Philippe lac dau kich liét. “Con c6 theé nghi minh trang
trdo, nhung ta s& khong dat gia dinh nay vao nguy co choc giin Pai Hoi Pong va phét 1o cac dieu khoan ctia ban hi¢p uwéc dau.”

“Philippe, cha phai...”
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“Ding dung tir d6 vdi ta.” mdt ngon tay xia théng vé phia Matthew. “Hay sap dit moi chuyén on thoa va quay tré vé thoi diém con dén. Hay yéu cau su
gitip 4 tir ta & noi d6 — hodic tdt hon, hay nhd cac ba di ciia ¢6 phi thiy ndy. Dimg mang réc i ctia con tré lai quéa khir noi ching khong thude vé.”

Nhung lim gi ¢6 Philippe dé Matthew dura vao trong thé ky hai muroi mbt. Ong da ra di— da chét va duoc chon siu dudi long dét.

“Con chura bao gio ciu xin cha bat cir diéu g, Philippe. Cho t6i ic ny.” khong khi trong cin phong ha xudng vai d6 nguy hiém

“Con dang & nén luong trrde duge phan tmg cua ta, Mathaios, nhung nhur thirdng I con ching nghi ngoi gi. Chuyén gi s& xay ra néu me con o day?
Chuyén gi s€ xay ra néu thoi tlet xAu khong can trd Trier? Con biét ba dy khinh miét phu thiy ma.” ” Philippe nhin chong choc VA0 con trai. “s& can toi mdt
d6i quan nho dé giir cho ba 4y khong xé xac nguoi phu nit ndy va ta khong c6 mot tén linh ranh rdi ndo vao lic ndy ca.”

Ban dAu Ysabeau mudn t6i ra khoi cude doi con trai ba. Baldwin ching hé ¢ ging che gidu sy khinh bi ctia anh ta. Ngudi ban ctia Matthew, Hamish thi
n6i dién Ién, con Kit thi cong khai cam ghét t61. Gior dén luot Philippe. Toi dimg day va doi cha Matthew nhin sang minh. Khi 6ng lam the, t6i don gip
anh mat d6 mdt cach thing than, truc dién. Ong chdp chdp vé ngac nhién.

“Matthew khong thé tién doan trude duoc chuyén ndy, thura ngai de Clermont. anh 4y tin twong ngai s& ting ho, niic dil trong truong hop nay long tin da
bidat nham chd.” Toi hit vio mdt hoi. “Toi rt biét on néu ngai cho phép 6 lai Sept-Tours dém nay. Matthew da khong ngu subt nhiéu tuan I& r6i va ¢6
thé anh 4y s& ngi1 duoc tai mot noi quen thude. Ngay mai toi s& quay vé anh — ma khong co Matthew, néu can thiét.”

mit lon toc quin méi xoa xudng théi duong bén trai. Toi gat né di, va phét hién ¢d tay minh dang nim trong ndm tay ctia Philippe de Clermont. Ngay
khoéanh khac t6i nhan thitc dugc vi tri mdi ctia minh, thi Matthew da & canh cha anh, hai long ban tay dat trén vai 6ng.

“Tir du 6 c6 thir d6?” Philippe nhin xody vao chiéc nhén trén ngon thir ba ban tay trai cia toi Chiéc nhdn cta Ysabeau. Doi r;ét Philippe tré nén
hoang da, syc sao tim kicm trong mt t61. Cac ngdn tay 6ng sict chét o tay t6i cho tdi khi khop xwong nhur bat dau rdi ra. “Ba dy s& khong bao gio tang
chiéc nhan cua ta cho nguoi khac, khong bao gio khi ca hai ching ta con song.”

“Ba con song, Philippe.” Loi 1§ Matthew tht ra that nhanh va th 16, 4m chi truyén dat mot thong tin hon 1 dura ra 161 dam béao dé myén long

“Nhung néu Ysabeau con séng, vay k. .. Philippe trrot dn vao im king. Trong mdt khoanh khiic ong trong nhur chét king trrde khi nét mit dan v 18
ra. “Vay rot cudc ta cling khong phai 1a bat tir. Va con khong thé tim kiém ta dan xép khi nhitng rac rdi nay bat dau.”

“khong” Matthew ép budc am tiét nay thdt qua bo mdi.
“Nhung con bo méic me minh d6i mit v6i ké thii u?” Biéu cam ctia Philippe day thii nghich.

“Marthe & cting ba. Baldwin va Alain s& dam bao khong c6 gi giy hai cho ba.” Bay gior 101 I§ Matthew tudn ra ém 4i hon, nhung cha anh van gjit cac
ngon tay toi. Chiing dang trd nén t€ cung,

“Va Ysabeau d trao chiéc nhin ctia ta cho mot phu thiry u? that phi thrdng lim sao! Dit nd tréng ciing that tuyét trén tay ¢ ta,” Philippe néi véi vé lo
dang, xoay ban tay toi hurong ra phia anh Iira.

“Maman ciing nghi n6 s€ thich hop,” Matthew diu dang dap.
“Khi ndo...” Philippe thong tha hit sdu mdt hoi rdi Bic dau. “khong, Pimg ni voi ta. khong sinh vat ndo nén biét v& céi chét ctia chinh minh.”

Me ciing da tién tri thiy két cuc khing khiép ctia ba va cha t6i. Lanh o, kit sttc va bi ém anh boi chinh nhimg ky trc d6, toi ring minh run rdy. Cha
Matthew dudng nhur nhén thay, lién nhin chdm chiim xudng ban tay cta ca hai, nhung con trai 6ng thi khong,

“Tha ¢ 4y ra di, Philippe,” Matthew ra lénh.

Philippe nhin théing vao mt t0i va thr dai vé that vong, Bat chép chiée nhén kia, t6i vén khong phéii |d Ysabeau yéu déu ciia dng. Ong rit tay vé, con toi
budc i lai, duy tri mdt khoang cach xa khéi tam véi tir Philippe.

“Gidr cha da nghe cau chuyén rdi, cha s& cho Diana su che chd ctia minh chir?” Matthew do xét trén gurong miit cha anh.

“Po 14 didu c6 mudn sao, madame?”

Toi gat dau, cac ngon tay cudn quanh thanh tay vin duge cham khéc ctia chiée ghé bén canh.

“Vay thi dugc, cac hiép sidong Thanh Lazarus s& dam bao cho sy sng ciia ¢o dy.”

“Cam on cha.” Hai tay Matthew siét chat Ién b vai Philippe, roi anh quay dau vé phia t6i. “Diana d& mét rdi. Chiing con s& gip cha vao budi sang.”

‘fClﬁc chén la khong” Giong Philippe v ra tir phia bén kia cin phong, “c6 phi thiy ciia con & duéi mai nha ctia ta, nhin duge su chim soc cia ta. ¢d
ay s€ khong dugc chia sé chung chiéc gurong véi con.”

Matthew dura tay nim Ry tay toi. “Diana dang & xa nha, Philippe. c6 dy khong quen thudc véi lu dai nay.”
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“c6 Ay s& khong & cling phong véi con, Matthew.”

“Tai sao khong?” T6i hoi, cau ¢ nhin Matthew va cha anh.

“BGi hai dira chua két doi, bat chép nhitg Ii noi ddi dep d& ma Matthew da n6i v6i cd. Va ta on thénh thin vi diu d6. C6 & rét cude ching ta ciing c6
thé nggin chan dugc tai hoa nay.”

“Chura két d6i u?” Toi diéng ngudi hoi lai.

“Vi€e trao nhau nhitng 161 udc hen cling nhu chéip nhan mbi lién hé cta manjasang khong tao nén duoc mot thda thudn bét kha xdm pham, madame.”

“anh 4y [a chdng ctia con trén moi phurong dién,” t6i dap, sic tng do tran trén hai ma. Sau khi néi véi Matthew t6i yéu anh, anh da cam doan ring ca hai
g0 da 1a mdt cdp ban doi.

“Hai dira cting chura két hon ding nghia — it nhét 1 chura, theo céch thire ¢ thé dimg vig trude sy 501 xét ky ludng,” Philippe tiép tuc, “va s& con rat
phiéu diéu néu hai dtra tiép tuc tro gia vo ndy. Matthew luén danh nhiéu thoi gian & Paris de nglnen ngim moly thuyét sudng ctia nd hon ki nghién ciru
luat phép. Trong trrdng hop ndy, con trai clia ta a, ban néng & ra phai cho con biét diéu can thiét d6 1 gi néu tri thong minh khong lam duge.”

“Chiing con d cting nhau doc 101 thé nguyén trude khi Ién duong, Matthew trao cho con chiéc nhén ciia Ysabeau.” Ching toi d trai qua mdt nghi thirc
nhu the trong vai phut cudi cting & Madison. Tam tri t6i chay dua diém qua mdt loat syr kién nham timra k& hé vé phap Iy kia.

“Céi tao thanh mdt cip ban ddi manjasang, dong thdi ciing la diéu s& lm im bit moi sy chdng ddi v& mdt hon 1 khi linh muc, luat sw, ké thi va dich thia
den, goi la: Viéc hoan thanh dém tin hon vé mat thé xac.”” Hai canh miii Philippe phéip phong. “Ma céc con chura ket hop theo cach nay. M cua hai dira
khong chi ky la ma con hoan toan riéng biét — nhu hai sinh vét hoan toan tach biét thay vi hop nhat. Bat cir manjasang nao ciing s€ bict hai dira khong
phai 1a ban doi tron ven. Gerbert va Domenico chic chin nhén ra diéu d6 ngay khi Diana ¢ trude niit ching. khong nghi ngo gi, Baldwin cling vay.”
“Ching con da két hon va két doi. khong can co bt cir bang chimg nao khéc ngoai 161 dam bao tir phia con. V& phén sau ndy, chuyén d6 khong phai
viéc ctia cha, Philippe,” Matthew noi, kién quyet dat nguoi chan giita toi va cha anh.

“O, Matthaios, chiing ta da qua cai thoi do tir 1au rdi” Philippe cht tleng ve mét moi. “Diana a mot phu nit md ¢di chura chdng, va ta thiy chiing c6 nguoi
anh emndo trong cin phong ny dimg ra dai dién cho ¢6 4y ca. ¢d 4y hoan toan thudc quyén cua ta.”

“Chiing con da két hon truée mit Chia.”

“Nhung con lai cho doi dé chiém iy ¢6 4y. Con dang doi diéu gi viy, Matthew? mdt tin higu u? ¢6 &y mudn con. Ta c6 thé ndi diéu d6 bang vao cach
¢ dy nhin con. V6i hau hét dan 6ng, diéu do la du r6i” Anh mit Philippe ghim chét vao con trai roi dén t6i. Nhic dén sy micn cudng ky la cua Matthew
trén phuong dién ndy, noi lo ling va hoai nghi lai lan tran khap nguoi toi nhur chat doc.

“Ching con moi biét nhau chura JAu. Cho dit vy, con biét minh s& & clng 6 &y — va chi 6 &y ma thdi — cho dén hét cude doi. ¢6 Ay B ban doi cta con.
Cha biét chiéc nhan nay néi Ién dicu gi ma, Philippe: ‘a ma vie de coer entier.””

“Trao cho mdt ngudi phy ni ca cude doi con ciing cha c6 nghia ly gi néu khong trao cho ¢6 4y ca trai tim con. Con nén chii y nhiéu hon t6i két cuc cia
bicu hién tinh yéu d6, chir khong chi Ia sy khéi dau.”

“cb Ay da giit trai tim con,” Matthew noi.

“khong phai tht ca. Néu ding I thé thi moi thanh vién trong Pai Hoi DPong déu da chét hét r61', ban thoa wde d6 da bi pha vo méi méi va con s& & noi
thudc v& minh chir khong phéi trong can phong nay,” Philippe théing thimg noi. “Ta khong biét c4i gi cau thanh mdt cude hon nhén trong twong lai cia hai
dira, nhung tai thoi dai nay d6 1a dicu dang dé ngui ta chét ving.”

“Dé mau vay Ién cai tén Diana khong phéi i cau tra 16i cho nhimg khé khén hién thoi” Bét chip hang thé ky trai qua cling cha minh, Matthew van
budng binh tir choi thira nhan dicu ma t6i da bict 1d: vo phurong gianh phan thang trong cude tranh ci véi Philippe de Clermont.

“Mau cua mot phu thiy thi khdng duge tinh u?”” Ca hai nguoi dan 6ng cting kinh ngac quay sang toi.

“anh da giét mot phi thity, Matthew. Va emtha iét mt m ca rong — mdt manjasang — con hon i nﬁt anh. Vi ching ta da chia sé nhing bi mét vao
démhom nay, cha anh c6 I cling nén bict sy that.” Gillian Chamberlain va Juliette Durand I hai ton thét trong tinh trang thi dich leo thang ma nguyén
nhan 1a do mdi quan hé gitta ching t6i.

“Va con nghi vén con thoi gian dé ve van tén tinh sa0? DOi voi mdt ngudi dan dng twr cho minh | hiu bit, Matthew, sy ngd ngan ctia con that Iy tha
day,” Philippe 1én tiéng chan chuong, Matthew don nhan sy si nhyc tir cha minh ma khong hé nao ning, r6i anh ha con at chi bai.

“Ysabeau da chdp nhdn Diana nhur con gai rdi,” anh noi.
Nhung Philippe khong bi lay chuyén d& dang dén thé.

“Ca Chia Jin me con déu chura bao gior thanh cong trong viée khién con déi dién véi nhitng hiu qua ctia minh. C6 vé nhu diéu do ciing chua hé thay
doi.”
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Philippe chdng tay 1én ban im viéc va goi Alain. “Vi hai dira khong phai mdt cip ban doi, khong c6 sur t6n hai vinh vién ndo xay ra ca. Van dé c6 thé
duoc dan xép theo diing ludt 1& trude khi bt ky ai kham pha ra va gia dinh nay b hity hoai. Ta s& cir ngudi ti Lyon tim mdt phi thily gitp Diana hiéu 15
hon sirc manh ctia c6 4y. Con c¢6 thé do hoi vé& cubn sach kia trong khi ta im viéc ndy, Matthew. Sau do6 ca hai dira s& vé nha, noi hai dtra quén di sy
thiéu than trong va tiép tuc séng mdt cudc doi tach biét.”

“Diana va con s& vé phong con. Cing nhau. Hozic khong hiy gitip con...”

“Trudc khi con hoan thanh 10 de doa d6, hily hoan toan chéc chin ring minh da c6 di khé ning thyc hién n6,” Philippe binh thén dép. “co gdi ndy s&
ngu riéng va ¢ gan cho ta.”

mot ludng khéng khi tia vao phong mang theo mili sap va hd tiéu nghién bao cho toi biét canh cira ra vao da dugc mo. D6i mit lanh 180 ciia Alain nhin
quanh, thu vao con gidn dit ctia Matthew va vé khong khoan nhurong trén méit Philippe.

“Con da khon ngoan ra rdi dy, Matthaios,” Philippe n6i voi con trai. “Ta khong biét con da im gi ban than minh, nhung n6 da khién con mém mong
hon dy. di ndo. Hay thira nhan thyre € nay, hén nang phi thity ctia con va néi 1i chiic ngi ngon. Alain, dura ngudi phu nit t6i phong ciia Louisa. Con bé
dang & Vienna hay Venice thi phai. Ta khong thé theo kip con bé d6 va nhiing cudc lang thang lién tu bt tan ctia nd.”

“Con vé& phén con,” Philippe tiép tuc, ném anh n¥it niu hd phach vé phia cau con trai, “con s& di xudng lu, doi ¢ sanh t6i khi ta viét thu xong cho
Gallowglass va Ralejgh Cing da mot thoi gian r6i con chura vé nha va ban be muon biét liéu Elizabeth Tudor c6 phai la mdt quai vét hai dau, ba bau
nguc nhur thién ha van don dai khong.”

khong sin 1ong tir bo hoan toan chii quyén ctia minh, Matthew diit ngon tay dudi cim t6i, nhin sau vao mit t6i va hon t6i ndng thém hon ca mirc cha anh
mong doi.

“D6 14 tht ca, Diana,” Philippe 1én tiéng, lanh ling thd bao, khi Matthew durt nu hon.
“dinao, madame,” Alain noi, ra hiéu vé phia ctra.

Nam thao thirc ¢ don trén girong cia mot nguoi phu nit khac, 61 ling nghe tiéng g nirc nd bén ngoai va lat lai chudi su kién d xay ra. Trai qua qua
nhiéu gian tra ciing nhur ndi dau cling cam gide bi phan boi, t6i biét Matthew yéu minh. Nhung anh phai biét réng nguoi khac s& khong thira nhan nhimg
101 thé nguyén ctia riéng hai nguoi.

Khi nhicu gicr d trdi qua, t0i tir bo hoan toan hy vong c6 mdt gidc ngi va di t6i bén cira s6 ngdng doi binh minh, ¢4 nghi xem cac ké hoach ctia ca hai da
bi chia tach nhanh chéng t6i mirc nao trong mot khoang thoi gian ngan r6i tur hoi phn nao cta Philippe de Clermont — va cac bi mit cia Matthew s& gop
phan hity hoai chiing,
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Chwong 9

Khi canh ctra phong md toang ra sang ngay hom sau, Matthew da dimg twa vao birc tuong da ddi dién. Tir dang vé bén ngoai ma doan thi anh cling
chang ngli duoc. anh dimg bét day va hai ¢ hau tré tudi sau toi cuoi khic khich. Ho khong quen trong thay Matthew theo cach ny, voi dang vé 16i thoi
Iech théch dau bu toc roi. mdt cai cau may lam toi sam guong mit anh.

“Budi sang 0t Iy ” Toi budc t6i, vat vay mau qua viét quét dung dua theo nhip budc chan. Giéng nhu chiéc giudng, nguoi hau va moi thir t6i cham
vao déu von thudc vé& Lousia de Clermont. Muii hirong hoa hdng quyén xa hwong cua ¢d ay nong ndc nghet tho ca dém, nd toa ra tir nhing tAm man théu
truéng ra vay quanh girong. Toi hit vao mot hoi that sau lin khong khi mat lanh, r01 i tim thiy thoang miii dinh hong va qué rt riéng & Matthew. Chiit
moi mét con sot lai bay bién khoi nguoi t6i ngay khi phat hién nhing mii huong a 4y, sur than thudc ctia ching dem lai cam giéc thoai méi, t6i kéo céi a0
choang khong tay bang len den mi mAy c6 hau gai da choang qua vai. N6 nhéc t6i nhd dén bo canh mang déng vé hoc thire ctia minh nhung c6 thém
mot lop 16t am ap.

Nét mit Matthew phén chén én khi anh tién t6i roi hon 0 voi vé cudng nhiét dang hién déng ngudng m). Céc c6 hu gi tiép tuc khic khich cudi va cha
y dén ching t6i diing nhur anh muon. mit ludng gié manh hrét dén quanh hai mit ca chan bao hi¢u rang mdt nhan chirng khac da dén thi d6i mbi chiing t61

moi 161 nhau.

“Con da qua gia dé tho thin trong can phong chd rdi, Matthaios,” cha anh binh phim, méi d4u hung do 16 ra tir phong bén canh. “Thé ky mudi hai khong
6t cho con va ching ta da cho phép con doc qua nhleu tho I‘OL Hay chinh d6n lai ban thn trurée khi canh dan 6ng trong thiy, im on, sau d6 dua Diana
xuongnha ¢0 dy ¢4 mii nhur mt t0 ong mét gnIa hé dy, s& mat chit thoi gian dé ca nha ndy quen thude voi mii hirong méi. Ching ta khong muén 6
bt cir cude d6 mau khong may ndo xay ra ca.”

“s& it c6 co hdi xay ra chuyén d6 hon néu cha ngimg can thiép. Viée chia cach nay that vo Iy,” Matthew dap, siét Ay khuyu tay toi. “Ching con & vo
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chong,
“khong dau, ta on Chua. Xudng nha di va ta s& tham gia cing cac con nhanh thoi.” Ong lic d4u vé phién mudn rdi it hui.

Matthew mim chét mo6i khi ching t6i d6i mit nhin nhau qua nhiing chiéc ban dai trong dai sanh lanh Io. C6 rét it nguoi trong phong vao gio ndy va
nhing ké con ndn na ¢ d6 ciing roi di tht nhanh sau khi thiy r& nét mét cdm doan cta anh. Banh my néng hoi vira ra 1o cung ruou damda duoc bay ra
trude lic t61 vao ban. khong phai I tra, nhung nd cling ¢6 tac dung. Matthew doi cho t6i khi t6i da nhap xong mdt hdp rugu dau tién deé bat dau cat 1oi.
“anh d4 thiy cha roi. Ching minh s& i di ngay lp tirc.”

Toi siét céc ngdn tay chit hon quanh chiée cde mi khong dap lai. Vai miéng vo camndi nh bénh trong ce ruou, dy p thir chit 1ong 4m ap. Nhing
mieéng cam kia khién né ¢ vé hoi giong mot thir thitc uong cho bira sang,

Matthew nhin quanh phong, mét anh day dau khd. “Vé day that i viéc thiéu khon ngoan.”
“Vay thay vao d6 ching ta c6 thé di dau duoc chir? Tuyét dang roi. Trd lai Woodstock dén ling sin sang xé xic em trude ca khi co mdt phén quyét vé

61 hanh thuét phi thity. O Sept-Tours chiing ta c6 18 phai ngii riéng va chiu dung cha anh, nhung 6ng c6 thé tim dwoc mdt phi thity sin sang giip em.”
Cho dén bay gio cac quyet dinh nong voi ctia Matthew déu khong dem lai két qua kha quan ndo.

“Philippe 1 ngudi ma viée gi cling phai xen vao. Con vé phan tlmklem mot phu thiy, ong cling ching wa gi nguoi ctia em hon maman daw.” Matthew
ngim nghia mét ban gd trdy xudc va cay mot mau sap nén nho xudng vet nirt trén ban. “Nha cia anh tai Milan ¢6 thé & duge. Ching ta ¢6 thé dén
Giang Sinh ¢ d6. Phi thity nguoi Y kha c6 tiéng tam vé phép thuat va ndi tiéng boi kha ning tién tri phi thuong ciia ho.”

“Chic chéin khong phéi | Milan.” Philippe xuéit hign trurc mit ching t6i v6i khi thé nhur mot con bao va ludt vao ngdi canh toi trén chiéc ghé bing
Matthew da than trong tict cheé bot toc do cing strc manh cua minh dé u{)n theo cho phi hop than kinh van dong cua loai mau noéng, Ca Miriam, Marcus,
Marthe va thdm chi Ysabeau ciing vdy. Con cha anh thi 15 rang khong hé coi trong chuyén do.

“Con da thé hién long hiéu thao ctia bdn phén rdi, Philippe,” Matthew sing giong, “khong con Iy do ndo dé huu lai thém va ching con s& 6n khi dén
Milan. Diana biét tiéng Tuscan.”

Néuy anh ndi 14 tiéng Y thi t6i c6 kha néing goi mon my soi trong nha hang va yéu cAu séch trong thur vién. Toi khong tin réng chi nhur thé 1 di.

“that hitu ich d6i v6i co éy. Nhung déng tiéc cac con khong t6i Florence, s& mit mot thoi gian dai con mdi duge chao don trd lai thanh phd Ay, sau lin
phiéu luu phong ting cudi cing tai d6,” Philippe 6n ton dap. “Parlezvous francais, madame?”

“Oui,” t6i thin trong tra 104, di nhién cudc trd chuyén dang ding phuong thirc da ngdn ngit thé nay dé chuyén hudéng xau di.

“Hum.” Philippe cau may. “Dicunt mihi vos es philologus.”

“cb Ay 1a mot hoc gia,” Matthew git gong chen ngang, “Néu bd mudn duoc nhéc lai vé cac bang cap chimg chi thi con s& vui dng cung cép, mdt cach
riéng tur sau bita sang,”

“Loquerisne latine?” Philippe hoi tiép, nhu thé con trai ng chua hé néi gl. “Milés ellinika?”

“Mea lingua latina est mala,” t6i dap lai, dat coc xudng. Anh it Philippe banra mot tia hoang mang trudc cau tra 1oi gidng nhur mdt hoc sinh sg hai clia
61, biéu cam ctia 6ng khién t6i roi thing vao ndi s Latin 101. Pt vin ban vé thuat gia kim bang tiéng Latin trude mit, toi ¢ thé doc nd nhung chua
tirng dugc chudn bi cho mot budi dam dao.

Téi Ay diing khi dé kién tri, hy vong ban than da suy luan chinh xéc c4u hoi thir hai tir ong nhim tim ra 16 hong vé tiéng Hy Lap cta t6i. “Tamen mea
lingua graeca est peior.”

“Thé thi chiing ta s& khong trd chuyén bing ca ngdn ngit ndy,” Philippe im bdm bang giong diéu rau ri. Ong quay sang Matthew trong déng vé phan nd.
“Den tha ekpaidéf-soun gynaikes sto méllon?”
“Phu nit ¢ thoi dai cia Diana nhin duoc su gido duc nhiéu hon mitc ma cha nghi, cha a,” Matthew tra 10i. “khong chi la tiéng Hy Lap.”
“Bon ho khong cin dén Aristotle trong trong lai sao? Han 1 mot thé gidi ky quai. Ta thdy mimg vi minh khong phai dbi mt véi né trong trong lai.”
Philippe ngiri binh rurou vé nghi ng rdi quyét dinh chong lai cam dd d6. “Diana s& phai ndi thanh thao tiéng Phép va tiéng La tinh hon. RAt it ngudi hau
ctia ching ta bict n6i tiéng anh, con ¢ dudi nha thi khong ke nao biét ca.” Ong quang mot chim chia khoa néng trich truot trén ban. Cac ngon tay i tur
dong mo ra don lay.
“Tuyét d6i khong duge,” Matthew tht 1én va véi tdi gidt Ay chim chia khoa tir tay toi. “Diana s& khong & day di lau dé phai ban tim viée t& gia noi
tr(),.”
“co éy 1a ngurdi phu nit ¢6 vi tri cao nht tal Sept-Tours nén d6 Ia nhiém vu. Ta nghi c6 nén bét dAu \{(’)i viéc bép ntc,” Philippe ndi, chi vao chiée chia‘
khéa 16n nhat. “P6 1a chia md kho thue pham. Nhitng céi khic md ctra nha lam banh, nha nau bia, tat ca cac phong ngl ngoai trir phong ta va may ham
mql]_”
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“Chia ndo mo ctra thur vién a?” Toi hoi, tay min mé bé miit bing sit & mon ctia chim chia khoa cling vé himg thi.

“Ching ta khong khoa sach trong nha nay,” Philippe n6i, “chi ¢6 thue phim, bia va ruou thoi. Poc nhiéu Herodotus hay Aquainas hiém khi dn t6i hanh
vi xau.”

“Moi viéc déu c6 sy khoi dau,” t6i thi thao dap. “Tén ngudi ndu an 1 gi a?”
“Paubép.”
“khong, 1 tén thanh co,” t6i bdi rdi hoi.

Philippe nhiin vai. “Ong ta chiu trdch nhiém vigc d6, nén ong ta & Dau Bép. Ta khong bao gior goi bang bt cir céi tén ndo khéc. Con con, Matthaios?”
Cha va con trai trao d6i mot anh mit khién t6i lo lang cho twrong lai chiéc ban chan niéng ngén cach gitra bon ho.

“Con nghi bac van con trach nhiém véi viée ny. Néu con goi nguoi ndu anla ‘Pau Bép’ thi con phai goi bac la gi day?” Giong ndi séc lanh ciia t6i tam
thoi am Matthew xao ling, anh nhur chuén bi ném c4i ban sang bén va siét cac ngén tay dai quanh ¢6 cha minh.

“Moi ngudi & day goi 1 ‘ngai’ hodic ‘cha’. ¢6 thiy thich cach ndo hon?” Cau hoi cia Phillippe ém 4i tura nhur ua nhung day nguy hiém.

“Hay goi ong 14 Philippe,” Matthew quat am Ién. “Ong da dwoc goi qua bang nhiéu danh xung khéc, nhung nhitng c4i phit hop v6i 6ng nhét thi s& im
bong ludi em mit.”

Philippe curdi hét ¢& v6i cau con trai. “Ta thay con di khong danh mit tinh hidu chién mbi khi mét Iy tri. Hay dé viéc nha lai cho ngudi phu nit nay va
cung ta di cudi ngwa mdt vong ndao. Trong con thit ¢o udt, can phai van dong dung cach.” Ong xoa xoa hai ban tay vao nhau dang vé cho doi.

“an s€ khong dé Diana lai mf)t minh,” Matthew phan béac. anh chang dang bon chdn nghich mdt lo mudi to tudng béng bac, n6 hin I t6 tién cta lo
muoi nhd bé dat bén canh céi bep 10 ctia t6i tai New Haven.

“Tai sao khong?” Philippe vin lai. “Alain s& d6ng vai bao méu.”
Matthew mé mi¢ng dinh tra 101,
“Cha a?” T6i ngot ngao Ién tiéng, cit ngang cudc trao doi. “Con c6 thé néi chuyén riéng véi chong trude khi anh dy gip cha ¢ tau ngwa duoc khong a?”

Philippe nheo mit. Ong dimg ddy, chim rai ci dau vé phia 0 chao. Py i lin dau tién ma ca rong ndy ctr dong bang toc do binh throng, “Di nhién,
madame. Ta s€ ctr Alain dén gitip ¢6. Hay tin huong sy riéng tu ctia minh di — trong khi con c6 nd.”

Matthew chd doi, it anh khong roi 61, t6i khi cha anh ra khoi phong,

“Bm Bm sao thé, Diana?”’ anh Iang & héi khi t6i nhdm day va chAm chAm di vong qua ban.

“Tai sao Ysabeau lai & Trier?” t6i hoi.

“Chuyén d6 thi ¢6 van dé gi chir?” anh dénh trong lang,

T6i chiri thé y nhur mot thity thi, khién cho nét ngdy ngd trén khuon mit anh bién mit. Bém qua ndm mdt minh trong can phong ndng nic mii hurong hoa
hong ctia Louisa, t6i c6 rat nhiéu thoi gian dé suy nggm ki cang va dé ghép tirg manh syr kién sudt nhitng tun qua lai, lién hé chiing véi nhitng gi t6i da
biet vé thoi ky nay.

“C6 van dé day, boi ching con gi dé lam tai Trier vao nam 1590 ngoai trir viéc sén ling phu thity!” mdt nguoi hau hbiha di xuyén qua phong huéng vé
phia ctra trude. Van con hai nguoi dan ong dang ngbi bén 1o sudi, vi the 61 ha thap giong. “Déy khong phai lic thich hop d€ ban ludn vé vai tro hién nay
cla chz} anh trong h¢ thong chinh tri hién thoi, tai sa0 mot hong y gido chil Thién Chiia gido lai cho pl}ép anh ra énh véi 6ng ta & vimg Mont Saint—Mighel
nhu the n Ia hon dao riéng cua anh vay, hay cai chet bi tham cua cha Gallowglass. Nhung anh s& ké cho emnghe. Va chiing ta dit khoat phai yéu cau
duoc co thoi gian riéng tur sap t6i d€ anh giai thich 16 thém vé cac khia canh mang tinh k§ thudt trong viéc ket d6i ctia ma ca rong,”

Toi quay ngudi budc di. anh chang doi t6i i t0i da di dit xa va nghif réing c6 thé thoét roi m6i gon gang tom Fy khuyu tay va xoay t0i quay lai. Pay b
van dong mang tinh ban ning ctia dong vat san moi. “khong, Diana. Ching minh s& ndi chuyén vé cudc hdn nhan nay trude khi bat ctr ai trong hai ta 1o
khoi can phong.”

Matthew hudng vé phia nhirmg nguoi hau cudi cling dang tim tym thuréng thire bita in sang, mdt ci hit dau ctia anh da khién ho chay chdi chét.

“Hon nhan u?” Toi hoi. C6 thir g d6 nguy hiém 16e 1én trong niit anh.

“Em 6 yéu anh khong, Diana?”” Cau hoi 6n ton ctia Matthew khién t6i ngac nhién.

“C6 chur,” t6i tra 10i ngay lap tirc. “Nhung néu chi i yéu anh thoi thi moi chuyén da that don gian va ching ta van dang & Madison.”
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“N6 thit sy don gian.” Matthew dimg théing ngurdi. “Néu em yéu anh, thi nhing 101 cha n6i chéing ¢ sirc manh chia r& 10i hen ude ctia ching ta, khong
hon gi viéc Pai Hoi Bong bit chiing ta tuan thi theo ban thoa uéc kia.”

“Néu anh that s yéu em, anh da trao cho em ban than anh. Ca thé x4c 1An linh hon.”
“Chuyén d6 khong don gian nhur thé dau,” Matthew rau ri néi. “Ngay tir dau anh di canh bao em ring mdt mdi quan hé v6i ma ca rong s& rt phirc tap.”
“Philippe dudng nhu khong ngti thé.”

“Thé thi Ién giudng 6ng Ay di. Con néu anh i diéu em mudn, em s& phai doi.” Matthew da binh tinh, nhung d6 1 sur yén 4 ctia mdt dong séng bang: cimg
ran va tron tudt trén bé mit nhung sur dién cudng va dit doi an ngay bén dudi. anh van dimg ngdn tir nhur mot thir vii khi ké tir khi ching ti roi khoi Choi
Géc C. anh da xin 16i khi 1in dAu tién to ra th 16, nhung lin nay thi khéng, Gidr anh dang & canh cha minh, tAm 14 chin vin minh lich sy ctia Matthew
tré nén qua mdng manh khi so vai Iong hbi tiéc — mdt cam giac hién hitu ciing rit con nguoi.

“Philippe khong phai tuyp clia em,” t6i lanh ling dép tra. “Tuy nhién, anh c thé rong hrong giai thich Iy do emnén doi khong?”

“Boi s& ching bao giy 6 chuyén ma ca rong li i c. Chi c6 két doi hodc cai chét ni thoi. mdt s ma ca rong — bao gdm ca me anh va Philippe — ciing
chi tach riéng mdt thoi gian néu c6” — anh ngirng lai gidy 14t roi noi ticp — “bat hoa. Ho dén voi nhitng nguoi tinh khac. Cing thoi gian va sy xa cach, ho
dan loai bo di nhitng khac biét roi trd vé bén nhau. Nhung véi anh s& khong cé chuyén d6 daw.”

“T6t. D6 ciing khong phai lra chon ctia em d6i voi mot cude hon nhan. Nhung em van chua thdy dugc Iy do vi sao anh khong sin 1ong hoan thién mdi
quan hé cta ching ta.” anh da thong t6 “duong di 16i ”’thanthe 6 va ca nhitng phan tmg ctia n6 bang sw quan tAm can than tir mt ngudi tinh. Hoan
toan khong phéi tai toi hay ¥ tudng lién quan dén chuyén chén gdi khién anh do du.

“Van con qua sém dé kim ham sy tr do ctia em. mdt khi anh da hoa hop ban thin trong em, s& khong bao gio con ¢6 nguoi tinh hay sy chia cdch nao
nita. Em can phai chéc chin lidu viée cudi mdt ma ca rong 6 that sy 1 diéu em mong mudn khong”

“anh d4 chon em, hét 1an nay t4i lAn khéc, nhung khi em ciing mong mudn tuong tu thi anh lai cho ring em khong hiéu 16 trong long minh mudn gi
sao?”

“anh da c6 vO §6 co hdi dé’ hiéu r& mong mubn ctia ban than. sy yéu quy ma em danh cho anh c6 thé ching hon mot phurong cach nhdm giam bt ndi lo
so vé nhitng dieu khong biét 1o hay thoéa mén khao khat nim bat thé gidi cac sinh vat khac ngudi ma emda choi bo tr lan.”

“sir yéu quy w? Em yéu anh. Dit c6 thém hai ngay hay hai nim ciing chiing khéc gi. Quyét dinh ctia em s& i méi nhur thé.”

“Khac nhau & chd anh s& khong im diéu m cha me em da lam!” Matthew bing nd, In 4t toi. “Két doi véi A ca rong ciing bj kim hiim khéng kém gi
viéc bi phu thiy bo bua mé dau. Emdang song tur do tr tai Jan dAu tién trong doi, nhung lai san sang danh doi ly mot cai gong cim khac. Hon nita gong
cum ctia anh khong quyén rii nhu cac cau chuyén ¢6 tich dau, khong bua mé nao co thé thao bé mdt khi da bat dau.”

“Em la nguoi yéu, chir khong phai ti nhin cua anh.”

“Con anh A mbt ma ca rong, chir khong phai loai mau néng. Ban ning két doi i nguyén thity ban so nhét va rit kho kiém soét. Toan bo s ton tai clia
anh s& don ca vao em. khong ai déng phai chiu kiéu bi chil y tan nhin nhur thé ca, it nhét d nguoi phu nit anh yéu.”

“Vy thi hoac em phai song ma khong c6 anh, hoac s& bi anh khoa trong mot toa thap.” Toi lic lic dau. “Pay bu01 tro chuyén déng s¢, khong co Iy 4 by
dau. anh sg mét em va viéc & bén Philippe cang khién cho ndi so d6 tdi t& hon. Py emra xa s& khong lam diu di ndi dau nhung néi chuyén vé né thi ¢6
thé déy.”

“Gi¢r anh dang ¢ cing cha minh, cac vét throng trong long déu mo miéng va ri méu, anh khong mau chéng lanh lai nhu em hy vong phai khong?” Giong
ndi Matthew lai tré nén tan nhan. Toi chau mayy. sy hoi hin lai bung 1én trén khudn miit anh trude khi nd trd nén chai i mdt lan nira.

“anh th & bét cir noi ndo con hon phai & ddy. Em biét didu do, Matthew. Nhung Hancock da ding: em s€ khong thé & lAu tai mot noi nhur London hay
Paris, & d6 ching minh c6 kha néing tim durge mot phi thity san 1ong tro' giap. Tuy vay, nhiing phu nir kia s€ nhén ra dlem khac biét ctia emngay lap turc,
va ho khong rong lwong nhur Walter hay Henry. Em s bi dua t6i chd nha cam quyén — hodc Pai Hoi Dong — chi 1 vin dé trong vai ngay thoi.”

Cai nhin cham chi séc nhon tir Matthew lam tang thém sirc ning cho 1oi canh bao ctia anh V& viée t6i s& cam thiy ra sao néu I ddi trong nhan duoc thai
d06 hoan toan chi tm tir mjt ma ca rong “mot phu thity khac s€ khong ban tim dau,” anh budng binh ndi, budng hai canh tay t6i ra va quay nguoi di.
“Con anh ¢6 thé dbi phé voi Pai Hoi Dong.”

Khodng céch chia tach Matthew va t0i da kéo dai t6i mirc ching ti c6 1§ da ¢ hai méit d6i lip cta thé gidi ny. Toi théyy minh ¢d doc, nguoi ban dong
hanh cii gio khong con cam giac giong mot nguoi ban nira.

“Chung ta khong thé nhur thé nay i, Matthew. khong gia dinh, khong tai san, va em hoan toan ¢ thudc vao anh,” toi tiép tuc. Ve qua khir, cac str gia
da ding & mot vai diém, trong d6 bao gdm s yéu dudi gin lién vai viée 13 mot phy nit, khong c6 be ban va tién bac. “Ching ta can phai 6 lai Sept-
Tours cho t6i lic em c6 thé bude vao mdt cin phong mi khong thu hit moi anh nit o mo. Em phai co kha ning t xoay so. Hay bt dAu véi nhitng viée
nay da.” Toi gio chiim chia khéa lau dai lén.

“Emmudn choi trd nha cira?”” anh hoi vé ngd wirc.
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“Emkhong phai dang choi tro nha ctra. Emdang choi tro quan gia.” Matthew nhéch moi Ién trurde nhiing 101 61 ndi, nhung né khong phai mbt nu cudi
that su. “di di. Hay danh thoi gian & bén canh cha anh. Em s€ ban biu dén mirc khong thé nhé anh dau.”

Matthew bo ra tau ngyra ma khong hon t6i cling khong n6i mdt Ioi tam biét. Thiéu viing nhing ci chi cam doan thurong ¢ d6 lam t6i cam thiy bét an la
ling. Sau khi mii cta anh tan dan di, t61 khe kh& goi Alain, khong nghi ngo gi, 6ng dén that nhanh chong, duoc Pierre thap ting. Ho hin da nghe thay
tirng 161 chiing t6i trao doi.

“Nhin,chﬁm chimra ngoai cira sb khong gitip che giduy nghi ban than déu, Pierre. D6 cling la mot trong nhiing dAu hiéu nhdn biét t 6i vé chi nhén ctia
anh day, moi khi anh ay lam thé, t6i bi€t anh ay dang che giau dicu gi d6.”

“Déu hiéu nhan biét u?”” Pierre nhin t6i, vé bi rdi. Trd choi bai poke thdi ndy van chira dugc phat minh.

“Déu hiéu bén ngoai ctia mdt mdi lo Bing trong tAm tri. Matthew nhin di huréng khac khi anh 4y b(‘f)n chon lo ing hozc khong mudn ndi cho ti biét didu gi
d6. Va anh ay con vuot toc khi khong bict phai lam gi. Nhitng di€u ndy chinh 1a dau hi¢u nhin biét.”

“Ding nhu vy, madame.” Pierre nhin t6i vé kinh s¢. “Milord ¢6 biét ba ding sirc manh phi thity im niing hre tién doan dé nhin vao tam hon ngai iy
khong? Madame de Clermont bict cac thoi quen ndy, ca nhitng nguoi anh em ctia milord va cha ngai ay ciing bict. Nhung ba mdi chi quen ngai trong mot
thoi gian ngan ma lai biet dugc qua nhiew.”

Alain héing giong,
Pierre trong c6 vé khiép so. “Toi dd quén mit ban than minh, thira madame. Xin hay tha thir cho t6i.”

“Tinh to md cling | mdt phurde nh. Va t0i da ding khé néing quan sat chir khong phéi néing luc tién don v6i chong minh.”” Chéing ¢6 Iy do ndo ma
khong gieo nhitng hat mim cta Cach Mang Khoa Hoc ngay lic nay. “Toi nghi ching ta s& thao lun thoai méi hon cac van dé ndy trong thu vién.” noira
diéu minh muon 1a mdt cach ding dan.

Ciin phong noi nhing thanh vién nha Clermont cét giit hdu hét cic cudn sach cta ho tai hién nhiéu dic diém than quen nhat, trrong t loi thé san nha ddi
V01 161 ¢ Sept-Tours thé ky murdi sau ny. Ngay khi dugce bao boc trong miii hurong ctia gidy, da thude va da, phan nao cam gidc don doc trong t6i da
bién mét. Pay 1 thé giéi ma ti biét.

“Ching ta c6 mot hrong I6n cong viée phai lam ddy,” t6i khé n6i, quay lai dbi dién cac gia nhan thin can. “Dau tién, t6i s& yéu cau ca hai nguoi hira mdt
vai diéw.”

“mdt 101 tuyén thé u, madame?”” Alain nhin t6i nghi ngai.

Toi git dau. “Néu toi yéu cau thir gi d6 ma can phéi co sy hd tro tir dirc ngai hoac quan trong hon, can cha anh 4y, thl Jam on ndi cho 6i biét va ching ta
s& thay d6i phuong thirc giai quyét ngay lap tirc. Ho khong nén ban long lo Eing vé nhitng mdi quan tim nho nho nay.”

Hai ngudi dan 6ng trong khé canh giac nhung van bi cudn ht.
“Oc,” Alain git diu dong y.

Du khoi ddu tt lanh nhur vay, nhung cude hop nhém dau tién van dung phéi d tang. Pierre tir chdi ngdi khi c6 niit t6i, con Alain thi chi ngdi ghé néu toi
lam thé. Nhung an binh bat dong mi ciing khong phai mot hra chon, vi con thily triéu lo ing vé& nhitng trach nhiém tai Sept-Tours van dang dang Ién, nén
ba ching t6i hoan thanh viée 6t qua hét ca thur vién. Trong khi di mjt vong, t6i chi ra nhiing cudn sach duoc mang t6i phong Louisa, doc thanh tiéng
lru loat tron tru cac nhu yeu phim can thiét va ra nh ring quén 4o du lich ctia minh phai duoc giao cho tho may ¢6 kha nang cung cap day mot ti phuc
trang co ban. Toi s& miic d6 ctia Louisa de Clermont thém hai ngaty nita. Sau do, toi i phai de doa ding dén ti do ciia Pierre dé tim quin 6ng chén cing
bt tit dai. Cai vién canh khiém nha thiéu doan chinh nhur thé 15 ring da giang mdt ndi kinh sg hai hing vao trai tim bon ho.

Chiing t6i danh gios thir hai va thir ba dé thao luan vé cac cong viéc trong ndi bo au dai. Tuy chua c6 kinh nghiém quan gia phirc tap rac 16i nhur thé nay
nhung t6i biét can phai hoi nhitng cau nao. Alain liét ké kém theo md ta cong viéc cua nhiéu nhan vién chu chdt, gioi thiéu ngin gon Vvé chc nhin vat ding
dAu trong ling, bao gdm ca nhitng ngudi dang & trong ngdi nha vao thoi diém ndy, suy doan vé viée 6 thé mong doi ai dén thim trong vai tuin 18 61

Saudo tf?'lt ca it ui vao khu bép, noi lan dau tién toi dbi mt voi Dé”lu‘Bép. Ong ta Ia con ngudi, gy nhom nhur mdt cay sdy va ching cao hon Pierre
may. Giong chang thiy thi Popeye, 6ng ta c6 hai canh tay co bap cudn cudn voi kich ¢& ctia mit tang dam bong. Toi thay dang vé do khi 6ng ta nang
mot tdng bot nhao khong 16 1én trén bé mit phi day bot va bat dau lam min no. Giong t6i, Pau Bep chi ¢b thé suy nghi e di chuyén hoat dong.

Trong khu nha dudi ham ctia ngudi hau, 101 ban tan vé vi khich méu ndng ngi trong mdt cin phong gan phong nguoi dimg dau gia toc da lan truyén di.
Ciing boi vay, ho suy doan vé& mdi quan hé cua t6i voi milord va vé viée t6i 4 loai sinh vat khac ngudi ndo, dira vao mii hurong cing thoi quen an udng
Toi bat duge méy tir sorciére lny masca— tiéng Phap va tiéng Occitan ¢6 nghia 1a phu thity — khl chiing t6i bude vao khung canh dia nguc 6n a0 hoat
dong véi hoi nong harn hap. Pau Bép da tap hop doi ngll nguoi lam lai, mot s6 rong dong dao rt ¢6 t6 chire va 1 ngudi Byzantine. Viéc nay mang dén
cho ho co h01 trye tlep xem xet nghlen cuu tOl. Imt sO la ma ca rong, s0 khac la con nglrm Imt yeu tlnh T01 cam nhan duoc dau hleu thude vé trlIC giac

AAAAAA

soc toi khi stre mz_mh dikem sy yeu dubi trong ¢0 ta bdc 10 16 rét hon nita.

Toi da quyét tAm chi n6i tiéng anh khi can thiét, tham chi chi voi Matthew, cha anh, Alain va Pierre. Hau qua i cudc trao dbi gitta t6i véi Dau Bép ciing
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céc phu té cua 6ng ta ddy rdy nhitng hiéu im. May min thay, Alain va Pierre da nhe nhang théo g céc nit that khi tiéng Phép ctia 01 v thir ting
Occiatan trong Am néing trich ctia ho lan 1on v6i nhau. Toi timg ¢4 thoi | ke gioi ra dang doan trang, tao nhé, gio da dén lc hoi sinh lai nhitng tai nang
nay. Toi cho thém vai cudn tir dién vao danh sach mua sam Ian t6i khi ai d6 dén Lyon.

Péu Bep nhiét tinh s6i ndi hon sau khi ti ca ngoi ky thuat lam banh cuia 6ng, tan duong su trat t trong bép va dé nghi duoc thong bao ngay lap tirc néu
ong can bat cir gi dé hoan thanh cong viéc ndu nuréng mau nhiém ctia minh. Tuy nhién, mdi quan h¢ t6t dep gitra ching t6i duoc dam bao vao lic t61 hoi
dén mon an | cling nhur d6 ubng ua thich cia Matthew. Péu Bép bét dau tré nén sinh dong han, 6 ong ta vay vay hai ban tay ngin ngin trong khong trung,
hing bién v& tinh trang xurong ¢t ctia milord, va d6 161 hoan toan cho ngudi anh cling nghé thust bép niac kém cdi ciia ho.

“Chéng phai t01 da giri Charles dén dé trong coi cac nhu cau clia ngi dyu?”’ Pau Bép hoi bang thir tiéng Occitan nhanh nhu gid, tay ning ting bot nhao
lén va dép xubng, Pierre thi thao dich nhanh nhdt c6 thé. “Toi da mit ‘nguoi phu ta t6t nhat ctia minh, ching con gi cho ngudi anh ca! Milord ¢6 mbt céi
da day rat kén an va ngai Ay phai bi giuc moi an khong thi s& gy gd 6m yéu thoi”

Toi thay mit ngudi anh xin 161 ri hoi xem chiing toi ¢6 thé im gi dé dam bao Matthew khoe manh Ién, méc duy nghi chdng minh thém cudng trang that
déang bao dong. “‘anh Ay thich mdn ca lam hoi tai, phai khong, ca thit tht ring ciing theé?”

“Milord can méu. Va ngii dy s& khong ding moén dé trir phi né duoc sira soan nhur thé.”
Péu Bép dan t6i vao phong chira, noi cac con thi da chét treo lo limg phia trén nhimg méng bac nhim himg mau chay xubng tir phan ¢d bi cit tiét.

“Chi ¢6 bac, thuy tinh hoac do str 1 duoc ding dé gom mau cho milord, néu khong ngai dy s& khong ding,” Pau Bép nhin manh bang mit ngon tay tro
thang 1én.

“Tai sao?” Toi hoi.

“Céc logi binh chén khac Bimméu bj hur nén mii vi s& hoi. Cai ndty I tinh khiét. Negiri m xem,” Déu Bép hudng dén rdi dua t6i mot chiée cc. Bung tdi
s0i [én trurde mii kim loai tanh tanh, t6i voi che miéng va miii lai. Alain di chuyén coc méu di, nhung t6i ngan 6ng ta lai bang mot cai kr mat.

“Lam on cir tiép tuc, Dau Bép.”

Péu Bép tang t6i mdt 4nh méit tan dwong rdi bit diu miéu ti cac mon cao hrong iy vi khéc tao nén thure don hang ngél}: cta Matthew. Ong ta ké vé tinh
yéu cua Matthew danh cho nurée lude thit bo pha voi rugu manh hay gia vi va mon ngudi. Matthew s& an mau ga g6, micn la n6 chi ¢6 mot wong nho va
khong vao thot diém qua s6m trong ngdy. Quy ba de Clermont khong qua cauky kiéu cach, Pau Bép néi kém theo cai lic d4u sdu ndo, nhung ba lai
khong truyén cho con trai khau vi ngon miéng that 4n twong Ay.

“khong,” ti ni nhanh, nghil &én chuyén di san véi Ysabeau.

Bﬁu Bép nhing ngén tay vao chiéc 069 bac rdi gio Ién cao, ngémr;hin sic do lung linh trong 4nh sang trude khi dua vao miéng dé vi méu tuoi cudn trén
dau ludi. “Mau huou Ia mén khoai khau ctia ngai dy, di nhién 1a thé. N6 khong nhi€u chat nhu mau ngudi, nhung cé vi tuong tu.”

“T6i c6 thé thir khong?” Téi ngdp ngimg hoi, viron ngén tay it ciia minh vé phia chiée cdc.
Cam giac nhon nhao quay lai trong da day. C¢ I§ vi mau lurou s€ khac.
“Milord s& khong thich thé d4u, ba de Clermont,” Alain n6i, vé lo Fing thy 5.

“Nhung anh 4y khong ¢ day,” t6i dap, lién nhing d4u ngén tay Ut vao cde. Méu that dic va toi dira né 1én miii ngiri gidng Péu Bép da lam. Matthew
camnhan mii gi? anh 4y thay dugc huong vi gi?

Khi ngén tay dua qua mbi, céc gidc quan cta t6i bi ngip Iyt trong tran i théng tin: gi6 trén dinh nii déc dimg, cam gidc thoai mai cua chiéc giwong bang
14 trong mdt c4i hdc giita hai than cy, tAn huong niém vui chay nhay tir do. Cling véi tit ca diéu d6 1B mdt nhip dap déu din vang rén nhu sam. mot nhip
dap, mdt trai tim

Trai nghiém vé& cudc sdng ctia chii hirou ndy md nhat di qua nhanh. Toi dua ngdn tay ra cing niém khao khét dién cudng muén biét nhiéu hon nita, nhung
ban tay Alain da ngan t6i lai. Con d6i thong tin gim nham, giay vo t6i, sy dir ddi clia nd gidm bét di khi vét méu cudi cing tan trong miéng,

“C6 Is madame nén trd lai thu vién ngay by gios,” Alain goi ¥, trao cho Dau Bép 4nh mit canh céo.

trén duong ra khoi khu ndu nuéng, t6i bao Dau Bép phai hm nhitng gi khi Matthew va Philippe tr& vé tir chuyén cudi ngura. Tat ca dang xuyén qua hanh
lang d4 dai thi t61 dot ngdt dirng khung lai trurde mdt canh ctra thap d€ mo. Pierre né kip, suyt nita dam vao toi.

“Pay | phong cta ai?”” Toi hoi, o hong se thit lai trede mii hwong cac loai thao mdc treo lo kmg xudng tir xa nha.

“N6 Ia ctia nguoi dan ba bén canh ba de Clermont,” Alain giai thich.

“Marthe,” t6i tho héit ra, budc qua bau cira. Nhimg chiéc 4m bang dat nung dimg thanh hang ngin nap trén gid va san phong dugc quét tude sach se.

C6 thir gi nhur thude bac ha thi phai? — thoang trong khong khi, goi nhé dén mii huong ma doi khi van virong vat trong nhitng bo quéan 4o ciia ngudi
quan gia. Khi ti quay lai, ba nguoi bon ho dang dimg ca dam trén 16i cira.
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“Cénh dan 6ng khong duoc phép vao day, madame,” Pierre thi nhin, ngodi nhin qua vai nhu so rang Marthe co thé xuét hién bat cir ic ndo. “Chi co
Marthe va tiéu thur Louisa hui t61 phong chung cat. Tham chi ca ba de Clermont ciing khong quéy riy noi ny.”

Ysabeau khong chép nhén nhirg phurong thube thao dugc ctia Marthe — didu ndy thi toi biét. Marthe khong phai phti thity, nhung cac loai thubc doc ba
Jam chi kém toan bd ¢b hoc ctia di Sarah mot chit thoi. Mt t6i quét khip cin phong. Trong bép ¢6 nhiéu viée dé im hon 1 ndu nudng, va & thé ky
murdi séu ¢6 nhiu thir dé hoc hon 1 cong viée quéan gia va kiém sot phép thuat ctia chinh toi.

“Toi mudn ding phong chung ct ndy trong khi & Sept-Tours.”
Alain nhin t6i lanh nhat. “Str dung n6 u?”

Toi git dau. “Cho cong viée vé thudt gid kim Lam on mang hai thing rurou vang vao day cho t6i — cang lau nm cang t6t, nhung van chira thinh gidm
nhé. Toi s& & ddy mdt minh trong chdc 1at d€ sap xép kiemkeé cac thir trong nay.”

Pierre va Alain nhap nhém lo lang trudc tinh huong phat sinh ngoai mong doi. Sau khi can do y chi kién quyét ciia t6i clng vé thiéu chic chin tir nhimg
ngudi dong sy, Dau Bép nim quyén chi dong, day canh dan 6ng vé phia nha bép.

Khi tiéng 1u bau tir Pierre nho dan, t6i tp trung vao moi thir xung quanh. Chiéc ban b trude mit bi stit seo do hang trdm nhét dao da bd xubng dé cat
14 khoi than cay. Toi ludt ngon tay doc theo mdt duong khia va dua lén mili.

Miii hong thao. Danh cho sy hdi tudng,

“Nhé khong?” D6 I giong ndi ctia Peter Knox, phép sur thoi hién dai, ké da ché nhao t0i bang nhimg ky trc vé cai chét cta chinh cha me t6i va mudn
chiém Ashmole 782 cho ban than. Quéa khir ciing hién tai mdt lan nita va cham nhau, t6i liéc thay & goc phong canh 10 sudi. Nhitng soi mau xanh lam va
mé ndo ding nhur t6i mong doi. Tuy vay con mot thir gi khac, mdt sinh vat khac ngudi nao tir mot khoang thoi gian khic. Nhimg ngon tay ¢6 mii hirong
thao ctia t6i dua téi nham lién két véi nd, nhung da qua nudn. Du 14 ai ching nita cling d4 bien mat, goc phong trd lai binh thurong, day bui bam

Nho.

Gid a giong ndi ctia Marthe vang vong trong tri nhd, ba dang goi tén cac loai thao moc va hudéng dan t6i iy mbi thir mdt chat dé 1am thanh mot loai tra

ubng, N6 s& ngin chan viéc thy thai, méc du t61 khong hé biét khi lAn dAu ném thire udng néng d6. Cac thanh phin cho mon tra chéc chén ¢ & day,
trong phong chung cit ctia Marthe.

Chiéc hop 0 gian di nam trén gia cao nhat, an toan tranh xa khoi tm voi. Kiéng miii chén, t6i dira tay Ién hudng niém mong moi ca minh vé phia chiéc
hop giong nhur da timg lam dé goi mdt cubn sach trén gia sach trong thur vién Bodleian. Chiéc hop ngoan ngodn truot vé trude t6i khi ngon tay t6i c6 thé
cham vao cac goc hop gd. Toi do iy n6, nhe nhang diit xudng ban.

Nip hop hé md dé 16 ra mudi hai ngiin bang nhau, mbi ngin chira ddy mot loai nguyén liéu. M tay. Gimg. Ctic tay. Huong thao. Ngai déng, Hat ca rét.
Negai ctru. Bac ha hiing. Bach chi. Ciru Iy hwong. Ctic ngai. RE bach xi. Marthe d duoc trang bi thét tot dé giap cac phu nit trong king han ché viée sinh
dé. Toi cham vao timg loai nguyén liéu va thiy hai long vi minh nhé duge tén cling mii hurong ctia chiing, Tuy nhién, cam gidc théa mén nhanh chéng bién
thanh ndi xau ho. Toi ching biét gi khac — khong biét tudn trang chinh x4c dé gom ching lai hay nhimg tac dung phép thuat khic ctia ching, Di Sarah
chic s& biét. Bat clr ngudi phu nit ndo & thé ky mudi sau ciing déu biét.

Toi ¢b thoat khoi ndi niém tiéc nubi d6. Vi bay gid t6i biét nhimg thao mde ndy c6 cong dung nhur thé nio néu t6i nhing ching vao nurde ndng hodc ruou
vang. Toi kep chiec hop dudi canh tay roi dén nha bep. Alain da & do.

“Ba xong viéc ¢ day chura, madame?”
“Xong rSL Alain. Mercés, Piu Bép,” t01 nOL.
Trd lai thr vién, t6i can than dat chiée hop vao goc ban ctia minh rdi 16i mt t gidy tréing ra. Sau khi an vi, t6i Ay ra mdt chiéc 1ong ngdng tir gid cim but.

“Dau Bép n6i ring thir Bay t6i s& 1 thing Muoi Hai. Toi khong d& cap chuyén d6 trong bép, nhung ai c6 thé giai thich gitip am thé ndo ma t6i nhim An
nira cuoi thang Mudi mdt duge nhi?” Toi cham but vao lo mure den, nhin Alain vé cho doi.

“Nguoi anh tir chbi nién lich moi ciia gido hoang,” 6ng cham rdi n6i, nhur thé dang trd chuyén voi mot dira tré con. “Boi vay chi mi i ngiy mudi bay
thang Murdi mdt & bén d6, nhung 1 ngy hai miroi bay thang Mudi mdt tai nude Phép ny.”

T6i du hanh ngurgc thoi gian hon bon thé ky ma chang mat du chi mdt g dong ho, thé ma chuyén di tir nude anh ctia nir hoang Elizabeth dén nuée Phép
dang b chién tranh gidy xéo lai tiéu ton cta toi gan ba tuan I thay vi muroi ngay. Toi budng mot tiéng the dai va vict ngdy thang chinh xac Ién dau trang
gidy. Chiéc bit chimng lai.

“Piéu d6 c6 nghia i Mila Vong s& bt dau vao ngiy Chi Nhat.”

“Oui. Dén lang — dinhan |4 ca milord — & an chay cho t61 dém true le Giang Sinh. Toan gia s& an diém tim chay cing selgneur VAo ngay muodi bay
thang Mudi Hai.”” Ma ca rong 3n chay thé ndo nhi? Kién thirc ctia t6i vé cac dip 18 ton gido dao Tin Lanh chéing gitp duoc 1 miy.
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“Chuyén gi dién ra vio ngiy muroi bay thé?”” Toi hoi, ciing danh déu ca ngiy hom Ay.

“D6 14 18 hoi thin Saturnalia tir thoi La Ma ¢b, madame,” Pierre dép, “1€ hoi dé dang Ién vi thin mia ming. Sieur Philippe van coi trong céc cach thirc cii
ndy.”

“C0 xua” thi s& chinh xéc hon. L& hoi Saturnalia da khong con duge tién hanh tir cudi thoi DE Ché La M. Toi day day song mii, cam thiy qué mitc
choéng ngop. “Chiing ta hily bat dau nao, Alain. Chinh xac thi chuyén gi s€ dién ra trong nha vao dip cudi tuan téi ha?”

Sau ba muroi phttt ban bac va hon ba to glay V16t kin, t6i dugc ngdi mot minh gitta nhiing cuon sach va gidly to ngdn ngang, kém theo con dau dau dang
doi thinh thich. mot lic sau, t6i nghe thay tiéng 6n 40 ngoai dai sanh, tiép dén 1 giong cuoi trdm thip. Giong néi than quen, khong hiéu sao lai gidu 4m
diéu va 4m ap hon t6i tirg biét, cat tiéng chao to.

Matthew.

Trude khi toi kip d& mb gidy to sang mot bén, anh dd ¢ do6 ..

“Cubi cling em da nhan ra anh di mat roi phéi khong?” Guong it Matthew da hong hio Ién doi chit. Céc ngdn tay anh kéo giin mdt soi toc xoan khi
kéo ¢0 t6i va gan mdt nu hon 1én mdi t6i. khdng cé mau trén hrdi anh, chi cd hurong vi ctia gio va bau khdng khi ngoai troi. Matthew da cudi ngua,
nhung khong di an. “anh xin 16i vi moi viéc xay ra lic sém, mon coeur,” anh thi thim vao tai toi. “Tha 16i cho anh vi d4 cur xtr qué t& nhé.”” Chuyén cudi
ngua da vuc day tinh than Matthew, con thai dg cuia anh voi cha minh thi lan dau tién t6 ra tu nhién ma khong bi go ép.

“Diana,” Philippe 16i, budc ra tir phia sau ciu con trai. Ong voi ]ay quyen sach gan nhét rdi mang 6 den bén bép lira, gio' lwét qua céc trang, “co dang
doc The History of the Franks — khong phai lin ddu tien, ta tin thé. Cubn séch s& thii vi hon, tat nhién, néu me ctia Gregory tién tri thiy trude viée no
dugc viét ra. Tiéng Latin ciia Armentaria 1 4n tuong nhat ddy. Lic nao nhan céc I thur tir ba Ay ciing that tha vi.”

Toi chura bao gio doc vé Gregory trong cubn sach ndi tiéng ctia Tours phin viét lich sir nuréc Phap, nhung chéng c6 Iy do gi ma Philippe lai biét duoc
dicu do.

“Khi cu ta va Matthew nhip hoc & Tours, Gregory ni tiéng cia ¢ mdi B mdt cdu bé muoi hai tubi. Matthew con gid hon Ong thiy gido rat nhicu,
ching bao gio them dé tam dén nhimg hoc sinh khac, ciing khong bao gio cho phép cac thang nhoc dé dau cudi c6 né khi deén gior giai lao.” Philippe quét
qua céc trang. “Phan vé tén khong 16 ¢ dau nhi? D9 1a phan ta yéu thich.”

Alain budc vao, bung mot cai khay cting hai chiéc cdc bac. Ong ta dat ching Ién ban bén canh o su6i.

“Merci, Alain.” Toi ra hiéu vé phia cai khay. “Cé hai chic da d6i roi. Pau Bép da mang bita &n cho hai ngwoi. Tai sao anh khong ké cho emnghe vé
budi sang ctia minh nhi?”

“anh khong can. .. ” Matthew bat du ndi. Ca cha anh va t6i cting thét én nhing am thanh buc boi. Philippe kiém ché toi bang mot cir chi nghiéng dau
nhe nhang,

“Co, anh c6 doi,” t6i néi. “D6 1 miu g g6, anh hin c6 thé 2 anyao gio nay. Emhy vong anh s€ di san vao ngiy mai, n¥ic du, cing 14 thir Bay. Néu anh
dinh an kiéng trong bn tudn t6i, thi phai an trong khi con ¢6 thé.” Toi cam on Alain, 6ng git dau cli chao, phong dnh it gidu giém vé phia chi nhan ctia
minh, rdi voi va roi di. “Cuia cha 3 mau huou, Philippe. N6 moi duge rit ra sang nay thoi.”

“Embiét gi vé mau ga gd va viéc an chay?” Céc ngdn tay Matthew diu dang kéo gian lon toc quén ctia toi. Toi ngude nhin vao doi mit mau xim xanh I
ctia chdng minh.

“Nhiéu hon em biét vao ngiy hom qua.” Toi tra tur do cho méi toc trude khi dira anh chiée cde.
“Ta s& ding bira ctia minh & noi khéc,” Philippe xen vao, “va dé cho hai dira tranh cai.”
“khong c6 tranh c&i ndo ca. Matthew phéi gir strc khoe. Hai ngudi da di cudi ngura & dau thé a?” Toi nhic cde méu hurou In va dua n6 ra cho Philippe.

sy chi'y ctia Philippe di chuyen tir chiéc cbe bac t6i khudn nit con trai va quay trés lai phia t6i. Ong tang t6i mdt nu cudi sang bing va 4nh mét vé tin
thuong, Pon iy chiée cde, dng gio cao 1én trong tur thé chao mimg,

“Cam on, Diana,” Philippe dép, giong day vé thién chi.

Nhung doi mit quéi dén kia khong dé sot bat ctr diéu gi, ludn doi theo t6i khi Matthew ké lai budi sang ctia bon ho. True gidc manh mé bio cho t0i bit
khi ndo sy chit y phia Philippe di chuyén sang con trai 6ng. Toi khong thé khang cur lai viée liéc nhin d¢ xem liéu ¢6 thé thay 6ng dang suy nghi gi. Anh
mit ching t6i uon cham nhau. D6 1 16 canh co khong thé nham n.

Philippe de Clermont dang dinh m diéu gi do.

“Em thy trong bép thé nao?”” Matthew hoi, chuyén huéng trd chuyén vé phia toi.

“Tha vi im,” t6i d4p, bt gip anh mit sic lem ddy thach thire ctia Philippe. “Curc ky thit vi.”
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Chuong 10
Philippe 1 ngudi rt hp dan, nhung 6ng 4y ciing dang ndi dién va khé ném bt — y nhur Matthew da bao trude.

Sang hom sau, Matthew va t6i dang ¢ trong dai sanh thi vi cha chdng dudng nhu hién ra tir khong khi. Chéing con gi phai thic méc khi con ngudi nghi ma
ca rong c6 thé bien d6i hinh dang thanh doi. T6i nhac 1én mdt xién banh my nudng tr phan trimg ude 1ong dao vang 6ng cua minh.

“Chao budi sang, Philippe.”
“Diana.” Philippe gt dau. “di ndo, Matthew. Con phai an thoi. Vi con s& khong lim thé trurée miét vo minh, nén ching ta & di san.”
Matthew ngin ngai, liéc nhin t6i i quay di ngay. “C6 I& nén dé ngiy mai”

Philippe kh& can nhin gido 10i ki Fic ddu. “Con phai dap tmg nhimg nhu géu ctia chinh minh da, Matthaios. mdt manjasang chét doi va kiét strc khong
phai 1a mdt ngudi ban dong hanh du lich Iy trong cho bat ¢t ai, it nhat 1a d6i véi mdt phu thity mau néng,”

Hai nguoi dan 6ng bude vao sanh, gidm manh chén i tuyét khoi ung cta ho. khong khi miia dong lanh budt cudn cudn ludn quanh bire binh phong bang
20 va xuyén qua cac birc cham khéc tra nhu ren. Matthew ném vé phia cira ra vao anh mét mong ngong. Nhiing con hirou dang chay du01 ngang qua
khung canh déng béng s& khong chi cung cap thirc an cho co thé anh — n6 con khién ddu 6¢ anh minh man. Va néu ngiy hom qua c6 xuét hién bt ctr
d4u hiéu no thi anh ciiing trong tam trang tot hon khi quay tr6 lai.

“Dimg lo Eing cho em. Em c6 rat nhidu viée dé lam,” t6i n6i, cam Ay ban tay anh siét cht dé anh yén long

Sau bita sang, Pau Bép thao luin cling toi vé thye don cho budi tiéc trurdc Mia Chay ngiy thir Bay. Khi viéc nay da xong, t6i ban bac chuyén vy o
v6i nhitng thy may trong lang, Ctr theo 16 hong tiéng Phap ctia ban than, t6i e minh da dat ca mdt rap xiéc mét rdi. Bén cudi budi sang, t0i da hét hy vong
¢6 dugc chit khong khi trong lanh nén thuyét phuc Alain dua minh di xemmot vong céc xuong trong san lau dai. Trong lau dai chang thleu thir g, ttr nén
d6t dén mrde udng, déu co the tImthay & day. Toi cb ging ghi nhé timg chi tiét xem tho rén ndu chay kim loai nhur thé no, hiéu duoc ring kién thirc nay
¢6 thé s& hitu ich khi t6i tré vé& cude sdng thure trong vai trd mdt sir gia.

Ngoai trir nhitng khoang thoi gian danh cho toa lau dai, mit ngay cua t6i cho t6i by gio la dlén hinh cudc séng ciia mdt phu nit quy toc thoi dai nay. Ty
cam thiy ban than da thich nghi hon, t6i danh vai tleng ddng ho thoai méi doc séch va luyén viét chir. Khi nghe ndi céc nhac si dang dan dung cho bubi
yén tiéc cuol cung trude thang an chay, t61 bén yéu cau ho day mot bai khiéu vii. Sau do, t6i tu thét dai ban than mot chuyen phi€u luu trong phong
chung cét va nhanh chong tim thiy niém vui bang mot chiéc noi chung cét doi hoanh trang, mot b chung cét bing dong va mit thimg nho ruou vang lau
ndm. Hai ching trai tré da muon tir phong bép cip dng bé bang da dé giit cho than hdng trong 10 suéi chay bung Ién mbi khi Thomas va Etienne coi lira.

Viee song trong qua khir cho t61 m6t co hdi hoan hao thire hanh nhitng gi minh moi biét v& mit Iy thuyét. Sau khi ddo qua nhig dung cu ctia Marthe, t6i
quyét dinh lam ra ruou cdn, chét co ban duge ding trong cac quy trinh uyén thuét gia kim. Tuy nhién, ching méy chdc t6i d ngdi oan than nguyén ra.

“Ciii thir nay s khong bao gio ngumg tu diing céich mét,” t6i cau kinh néi, nhin kin hoi nurde thoat ra tir vac chung cat. Cac cau bé phu bép, di khong
biet tieng anh, cung tao ra tieng 6nao cam thong trong khi to1 tham khao Imt bo sach 16i ra tir thu vién cua nha de Clermont. trén cac gia & d6 cé du loai

“Madame?” Alain kh& goi ttr ngoai ctra.
“Gi vay?” Toi quay lai, ding hai tay vudt phang ca mé nhimng nép gip trén chiéc vay 16t vai lanh.
Alain bao quét ca can phong ma kinh hai Chiéc 40 choang khong tay sam miu duoc Vit én lung chiéc ghe banh gin d6, miy ong tay 4o bang nhung
ning né nam xép nép trén thanh mdt cai 4m dong, con vat trén clia 4o dai thi ling Bing treo ri xuong tir trén nha nhd' cai moc treo 4m thit tién dung, Mac
dur theo chuén muye tai thé ky mudi sau thi t6i dang khong niic gi ca, nhung thue ra toi vin miic mot chiée codce-sé clng chiéc 40 16t bang vai lanh cao c6
dai tay va mdt chicc vay trim dai lung thung — nhiéu vai voc hon rat nhiéu so véi nhitng gi to1 thuong méc dé Ién giang duong. Du cam thay tran trui, toi
van vénh cam thich thirc Alain dam n6i du chi mdt tir. Ong ta tirc thoi quay nhin di cho khac.
“Dau Bép khong biét lam gi cho bira tdi ngiy hom nay,” Alain Ién tiéng,
T6i cau méy. Dau Bép liic ndo ciing biét phai lam gi chit.
“Moi nguroi déu doi va khat, nhung ho khong thé ngdi xudng néu khong ¢6 ba. Chi can mdt thinh vién clia gia dinh & Sept-Tours, thi ngwdi d6 phai chis
tri bira toi. Do 1a truyén thong a.”
Catrine xuat hién v6i chiéc khén 16ng va mot ci to In. Toi nhing cac ngdn tay vao an mrdc 4m, thom mili oai hurong,
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“Moi nguoi doi bao lau 16127 Toi lay chiéc khain tir canh tay Catrine. Ca dai sanh dAy &p céc sinh vt miu nong doi ngu, Bn mot sd luong turong dwong
ma ca rong chét déi khong the 1a chuyén khon ngoan duge. sy ty tin méi tim thay trong kha ning diéu hanh gia toc de Clermont da boc hoi mat hit.

“Hon mot gios dong ho a. Ho s& con tiép tuc doi cho t6i khi ¢4 i nhéin tir dui king réing Roger s& déng cira vao ban dém anh ta diéu hanh quén ruou.
Trdi thi lanh, va con lau mdi dén bita sang, Sieur Philippe khién t6i tin rang. .. Tieng ong ta tat dan chuyén thanh sy im ling hoi 161

“Vite,” t0i noi, chi v& phia dong vay 4o bi virt kin 1oc. “co phai méic do cho t6i, Catrine.”

“Bien siir.” Catrine dat cai to lon xubng roi hudng vé phia vat 4o trén bi treo lo limg. Vét murc ban I6n trén d6 da dat ddu chim hét cho hy vong mudn to
ra dirng dan chinh t€ cua toi.

Liic budc vio sanh, cac day ghé dai kén ket co vao san d4 khi hon ba ta sinh vét cting dtmg Ién. C6 tiéng chi trich dau d6. Khi d& ngdi vio chd, ho danh
chén bira an bi tri hodn cting vé hudng thu khoai tr, trong tc t6i nhéit ttrng phan cuia céi chan ga va gat di hét moi thir khac.

Sau khoang thoi gian dai tudng nhur vO tn, Matthew va cha anh quay lai. “Diana!” Matthew vong qua tAm binh phong g5, bdi r6i khi thiy t6i dang ngdi &
ghe chii toa trong ban &n gia dinh. “anh twong em dang trén Iau, hodc trong thu vién co.”

“Em nghil minh ngdi day thi lich sy hon, khi can nhiic dén rt nhiéu viéc Dau Bép da lam dé chuén b cho bira an ndy.” Anh mét t6i di chuyén dén chd
Philippe.

“Budi di san ctia cha thé nao, Philippe?”’
“Tuong dbi. Nhung miu dong vt nhidu chét qua.” Ong git dau ra hiéu cho Alain va anh mit lanh 180 thic vao cai ¢b 4o cao clia toi.

“Durdi.” Mac dit t1eng 16i tram thip, nhung y canh céo trong tong giong Matthew khong thé nhim lAn. Nhimg céi dau quay vé phia anh. “Em déng &
nén chi thi cho ho bt dau an ma khong cn ¢6 ching ta. Dé anh dwa em kén lau, Diana.” Nhimg méi dau lai xoay vé phia t6i, chér doi cau tra Ioi.

“Em chua &n xong,” t6i d4p, ra hiéu vé phia cai dia ctia minh, “nhing ngudi khac ciing thé. Ngdi canh emva ding chit ruou di.” Matthew c6 thé 1a mot
chang hoang tir thoi Phyc Hung tir trong ra ngodi, nhung t6i s¢ khong lam céi dudi dé anh bao gi nghe ndy dau. Matthew ngdi xuéng bén canh trong khi
61 ¢ ép minh nudt miy miéng thit ga.

Khi khong khi ciing thing da qua mirc chiu dung, t0i nhic ngudi 1én. mot 1an nita, nhitmg chiéc ghé bang ca xudng san d4 lic tat ca cling dimg day.
“An xong nhanh thé?” Philippe hoi vé ngac nhién. “Vay thi chiic ngii ngon, Diana. Matthew, con s& quay tro lai ddy ngay nhé. Bét chot ta rit mudn choi
cowa.”

Matthew phét 1o cha anh va dua canh tay ra cho t6i. Ching t6i khong néi 16 nao khi di ngang qua dai sanh 10i leo 1én khu phong gia dinh. Pén ctra
phong t6i, cudi cting Matthew cling lay lai vé kiém soat thudng 1€ va trd chuyén voi toi.

“Philippe dang di xir voi em nhur mdt quan gia dang tuyén duong, that qua quét!”

“Cha anh dang d6i xir v6i em nhur mot nguoi phu nit ¢ thoi dai nay. Em s& xoay so duoc, Matthew a.” Toi ngimg lai, gom hét can dam. “Lan cudi cling
anh dn mot sinh vat di bang hai chén la khi nao?” Toi da ép anh phai ding mau cta t6i trrde khi ca hai roi Madison, ngoai ra ¢6 mit vai sinh vat mau
n6ng vo danh ¢ Canada. Vai tuan trude day, Matthew gict Gillian Chamberlain & Oxford. C6 the anh cling da udng méu ¢0 ta. Néu khong phai vy thi
t01 tin chiing c6 mdt giot mAu nao khac ngoai mau dong vat di qua dau ludi anh trong vai thang qua.

“Sao em lai hoi thé?” Giong Matthew sic lanh.

“Philippe n6i anh khong duoc khoe nhur moi khi.” Tay t6i siét chat tay anh. “Néu anh can phéi an va khong mudn ubng méu tir mit ngudi xa la, thi em
mudn duge anh By maun.”

Trude khi Matthew kip dap 1o, mdt tiéng cuoi bi nén lai vong len tir cau thang, “Cén than ddy, Diana. Majasang ching ta ¢6 nhitng doi tai rat thinh. Moi

chio mAu ctia ¢6 trong ngdi nha ndy va hai ngurdi s& ching thé gii cho bay soi tranh xa dwoc daw.” Philippe dang dimg tira 1én khung cira vom khiic vao

da véi hai tay khoanh trurde ngyre.

Matthew quay phét lai, gidn dir. “di di, Philippe.”

“c6 phi thity nay that khinh suat. Trach nhiém ciia ta 1 phéi trong chimg ca mach méu ctia ¢6 4y. Néu khong thi ¢6 nang ¢6 thé hity hoai ching ta mét.”

“cb Ay I ctia con,” Matthew lanh ling dap.

“Chura phai,” Philippe néi, budc xubng cac bc thang Fic dau vé tiéc nubi. “C6 thé 1 khong bao gio.”

Sau lin d6i dau do, Matthew tham chi cang canh gidc va t6 ra xa cach hon. Ngay ké tiép, anh gian dir cha minh, nhung tha rang sy thit vong duoc boe

16 tr6e chinh ngon ngudn gay ra né con hon, Matthew noi quau véi moi ngudi khac: t61, Alain, Pierre, Dau Bép cling nhur bét cir sinh vét nao bét hanh

di ngang qua trude mit anh. Toan gia nhan trén dudi 6 vao tinh trang bat an cao (j(f) bdi bita ti€e kia, va sau khi chiu dung 161 hanh xtr khé chiu nay vai

gio dong ho, Philippe cho con trai minh mdt Iura chon. anh ¢6 thé di ngl cing khicu hai hurde t€ hai d6 hodc 1a an. Matthew lwa chon phurong én thir ba
https://thuviensach.vn



10i bo di tra ctru viin khd ctia gia toc de Clermont dé tim manh mdi cuén Ashmole 782 hién tai dang & noi ndo. V& phan minh, t6i quay tr6 lai khu nha
bép.

Philippe tim durgc t6i trong phong Marthe, khi dang lom khom ciii xubng cai vac gip sur ¢d, hai ng tay 40 xin cao va can phong day hoi nude.
“Matthew d3 ubng méu c6 42 Ong hoi thing thimg, anh it di chuyén lén hai cang tay toi.

Toi nng canh tay trdi lén dé dap ]ai’Chét vai 1'51nh mémnhe 6m quanh vai dé 16 nhitg vét hong hong ctia vét seo 16m chém & mit trong khuyu tay. T6i
da cat vao thit d¢ Matthew c6 thé uong mau dé dang hon.

“Con chd nio nira?” Philippe hudng sur chia y 1én ngudi toi.

Toi ding tay kia vach chd ¢6 minh. Vét thurong & d6 sau hon, nhung né duge mdt ma ca rong tao ra nén gon ghd hon nhiéu.

“cd 1a db ngbe a, sao lai cho phép mdt majasang dang my mi i dau 6¢ uong mau khong chi & canh tay ma con ca & ¢ nita,” Philippe néi, vé kinh ngac.
“Hiép dinh nghiém cAm manjasang ung mau ctia phil thily hay ma ca rong, Matthew biét diéu nay.”
“anh 4y sap chét va méu ctia con 1 ngudn duy nhit c6 san!” Toi gian dir dap. “Néu diéu nay khién cha cam thiy t6t hon thi con da phai ép budc anh dy
day.”
“khong nghi ngd gi, con trai ta da phai ty thuyét phyc ban than ring chimg ndo n6 chi chiém Iy méu chir khong phéi than thé ¢6, thind van ¢ thé dé ¢o
ra di.”” Philippe lic dau. “N6 sai r6i. Ta da quan sat k¥. ¢6 s€ khong bao gio tir do thoat khdi Matthew, cho diiné c6 dua c6 én girong hay khong.”

“Matthew biét ring con s& khong bao gidr rdi bo anh dy.”
“Di nhién ¢6 s& im thé. mdt ngdy ndo d6 cude sbng ciia ¢d trén trai dat ndy t6i hdi két rdi bude vao cude hanh trinh cudi cling dén dia nguc. Tha ring
dau kho nhung Matthew s€ muon theo ¢6 di tim cai chét.” Nhiing 161 n6i tir Philippe kéo 1én mdt hdi chudng sur that.

Me Matthew da chia s¢ voi toi cau chuyén tao ra anh: anh ngd xubng tir dan gido trong khi dang giip dat nhimg tang da cho ngdi nha tho cua lang. Ngay
tir Ian dau tién dugc nghe k&, t6i da ban khoan liéu ¢ phai noi tuyét vong khi mat vo — Blanca, cting con trai — Lucas, da khién anh ty tir.

“that qua t€, Matthew lai 1a ngudi theo dao Tin Lanh. Chiia Troi ctia né khdng bao gio biét thoa miin.”

“Vay sa0?” Toi hoi, bdi rdi kho hiéu boi vise thay doi chi dé dot ngot.

“Khi ¢6 hay ta lam sai, nghia 1 chiing ta d4 no' Chtia Trdi va quay tr6 lai song ciing niém hy vong s& im diéu t6t hon trong trong lai. Con trai ctia
Ysabeau thi tha tdi r6i chude 61 het lan nay tdi lan khac — cho ca cude doi, n6 lam the cho ai, vi cai gi ma né phai lam nhur vay. Matthew khong bao gio
thoi nhin lai phia sau.”

“Boi Matthew la m)t ngurdi dan 6ng ¢6 dire tin lon lao, Philippe.” Trong cude doi, anh ¢6 mit trung tam tam linh t6 thém séc mau cho thé giéi quan
hudng toi khoa hoc va cai chét.

“Matthew u?”” Philippe thét Ién vé hoai nghi. “N6 ¢6 it dirc tin hon bAt cir ai ma ta timg biét. Tat ca chi I niém tin, diéu nay khé khéc biét va phu thude
vao cdi dau hon trédi tim Matthew ludn c6 mot cai dau ly tri, quyet dinh va hanh xir nhw Chta Troi. D6 la cach né chap nhan con ngudi ma n6 da trd
thanh sau khi Ysabeau tao ra va la mot thanh vién trong gia dinh nay. Vi manjasang chuyén do lai khdc, cac con trai ta lya chon nhiéu huéng di khac
nhau— chién tranh, yéu duong, két doi ban doi, chinh phuc, gianh Iy sir gidu c6. Con Matthew u6n 1 Iy turdng,”

“Ludn 1a vay,” to1 khe noi.

“Nhung ly tuéng’hiémlfhi dt manh mé dé 1am nén tang cho 1ong can dam. Ngoai trir hy vong cho turong lai.”> Vé miit 6ng chuyén sang dm chiéu, trim
tur. “c6 khong bict 16 vé chong minh.”

“Ca cha ciing khong dau. Ching con 4 phu thily va ma ca rong, nhitng ké d4m yéu nhau dii cho bi ngin cam Hiép dinh khong cho phep ching con kéo

dai thoi gian tim hiéu cong khai hay nhitng chuyén tan by dudi anh trang.” Giong t6i kich dong khi tiép tuc. “Con khong thé nam tay anh ay hay cham vao
khudn mit d6 bén ngoai bon burc tudng ndy ma khdng lo so ngudi khac s€ phat hién r6i anh ay s€ bi trirng phat.”

“Matthew thurdng dén nha tho trong lang khoéng giita trura, khi ¢d nghi nd dang tim kiém cudn séch kia. D6 1a noi n6 t6i ngdy hom nay.” Loi nhidc nh tir
Philippe that la bdi chang lién quan t6i cude tro chuyén gitta chiing t6i. “mdt ngay nao d6 co co thé di theo. Va bict dau co s€ biet vé nd rd hon.”

Toi toi nha tho lic muroi mot gio sang thir Hai, hy vong thdy n6 ving vé khong ngudi. Nhung Matthew dang & d6, diing nhur Philippe d& noi.

anh khong thé nao khong nghe thiy tiéng canh cira ning né déng lai phia sau hay tleng bude chan t6i vang 1én khi bang qua san phong, nhung anh khong
quay lai. Thay vao do, anh van gitt nguyén tur thé quy g0i & bén phai b¢ tho. Bit chép cai lanh, Matthew dang miic mot chiéc 40 so mi vai lanh mong

manh, quin dng tim, tAt dai va di gidy. Toi cam thy lanh clmg ngudi khi vira trong thiy anh va kéo chiéc 4o choang khong tay bao quanh ngudi minh
chit hon.

“Cha ndi ring em s& tim thiy anh & day,” t0i Ién tiéng, giong vang vong khdp nha tho.
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Pay Ia lan dAu tién t6i dén nha thd ndy, t6i td mo nhin quanh. Gidng nhiéu cong trinh xdy dung ton gido khac trong khu vire in can ciia nude Phap, ngbi
nha dé tho phung Thanh Lucien ném 1590 trong that ¢b xura. Nhimg duong nét gian di cua n6 hoan toan khac biét so voi chidu cao ngt ngrdng hay cac
tao tac bang d4 cau ky diém ddia trong modt nha tho Gothic. Nhiéu bire bich hoa miu sic ‘roi sang bao quanh khung ctra to vo rong chia cach khu vire
cau nguyén khoi gian gitta cta gido duong va trang tri cho nhiing dai da trén dinh day cubn, bén dudi hang ctra s6 trén cao doc céc bure tuong. Dinh mai
phia trén duoc cat ngang boi mot chim tia sang bang gd chéc chin, minh chimg cho tay nghé khéo Iéo ctia nguoi tho mdc va tho né.

Khi lin du dén théim Choi Gac C0, ngdi nha clia Matthew da goi cho ti nghi dén anh. C4 tish con ngudi anh ciing hign rd & noi day, trong moi chi tiét
hinh hoc dugc cham khac vao chiim anh sang cting nhu trong nhiing khung ctra vom dugce tao khoang khong hoan hdo bac qua chiéu rong gitra cac cot
try.

“anh da xay dung noi ndy.”

“mdt phin ctia n thoi.” Anh mét Matthew hudng Ién nhin khu cau nguyén dugc xay hinh vong cung ciing nhitng hinh anh Chia trén ngai vang ctia
Nguoi, mit ban tay ning I€n, san sang ban phat cong ly. “Phan lon gian giira gido duong. Khu cau nguyén da duoc hoan thanh trong khi anh dang. .. &
Xa_”

Gurong mit diém finh ctia mdt vi thanh trang nghiém nhin chém chim vao t6i qua bd vai phai Matthew. Ngai cam mot khéi hinh vudng ctia th mdc ciing
mot canh hoa loa kén traing nuot cuong dai. B 1a Joseph, nguoi dan ong da khong hé van hdi ma lay mdt co gai dong trinh dang mang thai vé lam vg.

“Chiing ta phéi n6i chuyén, Matthew.” T6i nhin quanh ngdi nha tho thém in nita. “C6 1& ching ta nén chuyén cudc néi chuyén ndy vé liu dai. khong con
cho nao d€ ngodi ca.” Toi chura bao gio nghi nhitng chiée ghe dai trong nha thd nhur mdt 161 moi goi cho téi khi bude vao mdt ngdi nha thd khong co
ching.

“Céc nha thd khong phéi duoc xdy dung dé thur giin hay hudng thy,” Matthew noi.

“khong phai. Nhung khién cho céc tin dd chiu khén khé ciing khong phéi la muyc dich duy nhat.” T6i tim kiém trén c4c birc tudng, Néu dire tin va hy
vong dugc bén siét lai khang khit nhur Philippe goi y, vay thi phai c6 diéu gi d6 ¢ noi nay lam tdm trang ctia Matthew kha Ién.

T6i tim thiy Noah ciing con thuyén lon ctia 6ng. Tranh duge mot thamhoa toan cau va sy diét vong trong duong to ke toc ciing khong hén a diéu t6t
lanh. m6t vi thanh anh diing tiéu diét rong, nhung lai qua mire khoi goi nguoi ta nghldencuoc di san. Loi cira ra ctia nha tho duge trang hoang bang birc
tranh “syr Phan Quyét Cubi Cung”. Hang thién than noi cao nhat thdi kén trumpet bang vang trong khi dinh miii canh cua ho quét xudng tan san nha,
nhung hinh anh & du6i cing 1a vé dia nguc — tai vi tri ny, kho roi khoi noi day ma khong cham miit t6i canh bi doa ddy dudi dia nguc — that kinh hoang,
sur hdi sinh ctia Lazarus & i ngudn an ti nho nhé voi mdt ma ca réng, Birc Me Pong Trinh Maria ciing ching gitip duoc gi. Ba dimg ngang hang voi
Joseph ¢ 16i vao khu cau nguyén, trong mot thé gi6i binh yén tinh tai i sw nhéic nhd khic vé tit ca nhimg gi Matthew da mt.

“ft nhét con c6 khong gian riéng tur. Philippe hiém khi dat chan dén day,” Matthew mét moi noi.

“Vay ching ta s& ¢ lai.” Toi tién vai bude vé phia anh, 1Oi trit ra tht ca. “Cé chuyén gi khong 6n ha Matthew? Ban dAu emnghi d6 I cu soc vianh dang
dam chim vao cudc song trude day ciia minh, roi vién canh duoc gap lai cha trong khi phai gitr bi mat vé cai chét ciia 6ng.” Matthew van cir quy gbi, dau
ctii thép, dua hung vé phia toi. “Nhung gidy cha anh d4 biét vé twong lai ong 4y. Vay chéc chan phai c6 mot Iy do khac cho tit ca nhing chuyén nay.”
Biu khong khi trong nha thd ngdt ngat, nhur thé 104 t6i ndi da rit di tit ca oxy tai noi ndy. khong c6 tiéng dong ndo ngoai trir tiéng chim il trong thép
chuodng,

“Hom nay ki sinh nhét Lucas,” cudi cing Matthew thdt én.

Loi anh n6i nhu mt don giang thang vao t6i. Toi khuyu gbi phia sau anh, chén véy méu viét quat don dng xung quanh. Philippe da ding, Toi khong biét
1o vé Matthew nhur t61 twdng.

Ban tay anh ning Ién rdi chi v& mot diém trén san nha giita anh va Joseph. “Thing bé duogc chon tai d6, cing me ciia n6.”

khong mot dong khéic trén phién dé danh dau noi yén nghi bén dudi. Thay vao d6 1 nhitng vét Im tron béng, déu vét durge tao nén boi biét bao ban
chan déu dan di qua. Cac ngdn tay Matthew vdi ra, cham vao céc rdnh mon ay, lang im, r6i thu lai.

“mot phin trong anh da chét khi Lucas ra di. Véi Blanca ciing thé. Than xéc c6 4y ra di sau d6 vai ngdy, nhung anh it thi tréng rong béi linh hdn da bo
di roi. Philippe d chon tén cho thing bé. Tiéng Hy Lap 14 “toa sang.” Vao cai démno6 duoc sinh ra, Lucas rét tring va xanh xao. Khi ba mu do nd lén
trong bong dém, lan da nd bt anh sang tir 1o suoi giong nhur mat trang don bat anh It troi 4 4y. Ky la imsao sau bao nhiéu ndmma ky (rc ctia anh vé
démdo van thét 16 rang.” Matthew ngimg nhing 161 ké mién man rdi dua tay quét mét. Cac ngén tay nhudm mau do.

“anh ggp Blanca khi nao?”

“anh ném bong tuyét vao ¢o 4y subt mia dong dau tién khi Blanca dén lang anh lam bat ctr didu gi dé thu hit sy cha y. €0 4y mong manh va lanh nhat,
nhicu dira bon anh déu muon bau ban voi c6 dy. Khi mia xuan dén, Blanca dong y cting anh di b tir cho vé nha. ¢6 dy thich nhiing qua mong. Moi niia
he, hing rdo bén ngoai nha tho lai dy cac trdi mong dy.” anh nhin cham cham vét do trén tay minh. “Va moi khi Philippe trong thay nhiing vét bén tir
nude qua trén ngdn tay anh, 6ng lai cudi va tién doan vé mdt dam cudi sap dén vao nuia thu.”

“Em thdy 14 6ng da ding.”
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“Bon anh cudi vao thang Muoi, sau miia gat. Blanca da c6 thai hon hai thing ™ Matthew ¢6 thé’ch(“r doi dé trai qua dém tan hon clia ching toi nhung da
khong thé khang cy lai strc quyen rii ctia Blanca. Nhur vay I3 nhiu hon ca nhitng gi toi muon bict vé moi quan hé ctia ho.

“Lan d4u tién ctia bon anh 1 vao thang Tam néng nure,” anh tiép tuc. “Blanca ludn lo Bing v6i viée 1im hai Iong nguoi khéc. Khi nhin lai, anh da ban
khoan li¢u cé phai co éy tirng bi lam dung khi con nhé khong, khdng, bi nguge dai— bon anh déu bi nguoc dai, va theo nhitng cach ma chéng ¢o bac

cha me ndo thoi hién dai twong twong ndi — nhung d6i khi con hon thé. Pidu d6 da km suy sup tinh thin ¢6 dy. Vo anh hoc duge cach nhuong bo ddi voi
nhirng gi ké 16n tudi hon, manh hon va gidu c6 hon mong mudn. anh 1 hién thin ciia tat ca diéu do, anh mubn ¢6 Ay n6i ving vao démmia heé iy, nén
Blanca da lamvay.”

“Ysabeau ké voi em hai ngudi yeu nhau sau sic, Matthew. anh khong €p bude ¢o 4y lam bat ctr diéu gi ma ¢6 Ay khong nguyén y.” To6i mudn cho anh
hét thay su an i ma minh ¢6 theé, bat chap noi dau day dirt ma nhitng hoi e trong anh gy ra.

“Blanca khong nguyén y. Mal cho t6ikhi c6 Lucas. Tham chi lic do, c6 4y chi thé hién mdi khi thing bé gip nguy hiém hay khi anh tirc gian voino. Ca
cudc doi minh, ¢6 Ay mudn mot ai d6 yéu dudi va nho bé hon dé che cho bao vé. Thay vi thé, Blanca lai c6 mot chudi nhing gi c6 4y coi Ia that bai.
Lucas khong phai d(ra con d4u tién ctia bon anh va cir mdi lan say thai c6 Ay lai cang tré nén diu dang hon, ngot ngao hon, d& bao hon. Cang it ¢6 kha
ning ndi khong hon.”

Ngoai trir nhitng nét chinh, cau chuyén ndy khong phai la nhing gi Ysabeau da ké vé cude doi trude déy cta con trai minh. Ba ké ra mdt cdu chuyén tinh
yéu sau sic va ndi dau duoc cling sé chia. Phién ban tir Matthew lai d mot cau chuyén vé ndi mit miat ciing nhur dau budn khong hé duoc diu bét.

Toi hing giong cét 1. “Va sau d6 ¢6 Lucas.”
“Dling vAy. Sau nhiéu nam p diy 6 4y bang su chét choc, anh da cho ¢6 Ay Lucas.” anh chim trong im Bing,
“anh ching thé Am duoc gi ca, Matthew. D6 1 thé ky thir sau va dich bénh lan tran. anh khong thé ctru ai trong hai ngudi bon ho.”

“anh ¢6 thé ngin minh thoi mudn c6 dy. Roi sau d6 & ching ¢6 ai dé ma mat cal” Matthew th("')tllén “Blanca s& khong n6i khong, nhung anh it ¢ 4y
lu6n chira thir gi 6 mien cudng khi ca hai lam tinh. Lan nao anh ciing hira hen rang dira tré s€ song sot. anh s& cho dibat ctr thir gi...”

thét dau dén khi biét Matthew vin con qua néing ong véi ngudi vo va con trai da chét. Linh hon bon ho 4m anh noi nity va anh ciing thé. Nhung it nhét
bay gi¢ t61 da c6 duoc loi giai thich cho ly do tai sao anh né tranh t61: cam gidc han sau day ti 161 cing dau kho 1a di€u anh van mang trong subt bao thé
ky qua. Cé6 Ié da dén lic t6i giip ndi 1dng vong kim gitt ctia Blanca doi véi Matthew roi. Toi dung dy 16i tién téi. anh co ngudi lai khi nhitng ngdn tay t6i
dat 1én vai.

“Connira.”

Toi dong cling,

“anh cting da c6 dang tang cudc song cta minh. Nhung Chtia Troi khong mudn nd.” Péu Matthew nhic 1én. anh nhin ngly dai vao phién da mon vet
thanh ranh trude mit rdi lai ngue n nhin méi trin phia trén.

“Oi, Matthew.”

“anh d4 luén nghii dén viéc doan ty v6i Lucas va Blanca trong nhiéu tuan I, nhung anh lo so ho s ¢ trén thién dwong con Chiia diy anh xubng dia nguc
boi nhitng t6i 161 ctia minh.” Matthew thét thin néi tiép. “anh da hoi xin 101 khuyén mdt nguoi phy nit trong lang, Ba dy nghi anh dang bi 4m — ring Blanca
va Lucas b tr6i budc v6i noi nay 1 do anh. O trén dan gido, anh nhin xubng va nghi linh hon ca hai c6 18 bi giam cdm bén du6i phién d4 nay. Néu anh
ngd Ién d6, Chia s& khong con Iyra chon ndo khéc 1 tha ho di. La thé hodic dé anh duge doan tu — cho dit ho & noi ndo.”

Pay I tur duy logic thiéu sot ctia mdt ngudi dan 6ng dang chim trong tuyét vong, khong phai nha khoa hoc sang subt minh mén na toi biét.

“anh da qua mét moi,” Matthew chan chudng n6i. “Nhung Chiia s& khong cho phép anh ngii yén. khong thé sau nhimg gi anh da m Vi t0i 16i ctia minh,
Nguoi ting anh cho mit sinh vat, nguoi da bién ddi anh thanh ké khong thé sdng, hay chét, tham chi khong thé tim kiém sur yén binh trong nhimg gidc
mo. Tt ca moi viéc anh ¢ thé lam 12 hoai niém”

Matthew lai bj kiét sirc va lanh. Cam giéc Jan da anh con lanh hon cé bau khong khi gid budt viy quanh ching toi. Di Sarah s& biét mdt cau thén chi dé
lam anh dé chiu hon, nhung nhiing gi t6i cé thé lam chi 1a kéo sat than thé bén bi d6 vao ngudi va cho anh murgn chut hoi am ctia minh.

“Philippe da xem thuong anh ké tir d6. Ong nghi anh yéu dudi— qua yéu dudi dé iy mot nguoi gibng em” Day rdi, cudi cing day i diém trong yéu
khien Matthew cam thay khong xtrng dang.

“khong,” t6i kéu Ién, “cha anh yéu thurong anh.” Philippe da thé hién nhiéu cam xtic dbi v6i con trai minh trong thoi gian ngin ngiii chiing t6i & Sept-Tours
nhung chua bao gio c6 chiit may may khinh thuong,

“Nhitng ngroi dan 6ng ding cam khong tim cach tr sat, ngoai trir trén chién truong, Or}g da n6i vy voi Ysabeau khi anh moi duoc tao ra. Philippe da

n6i anh thiéu sw can dam dé 11 mot manjasang. Neay khi ¢6 the, ong giri anh di chién dau. ‘Néu may quyet tim ket thic cude doi miy,” dng da noi the,

‘thi ft nhat c6 thé vi mot muc dich vi dai hon 14 viéc tur thirong hai ban than.” anh khong bao gi¢ quén nhitng 161 6ng n6i.””

Hy vong, dtrc tin, Iong diing cam: ba yéu t6 trong tin diéu don gian ciia Philippe. Matthew cam thy anh ching c6 gi ngoai sur nghi ngd, niém tin va viéc to
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ra can dam. Nhung i biét khong phai thé.

“anh van ty hanh ha ban thin bang chudi ky (e ndy lu dén mitc khong con théy duge sy thit nita.” Toi di vong Ién dé ddi dién voi anh rdi quy thup
xuong, “anh cd biet em thay gi khi nhin anh khong? Em thay mdt nguoi rat giong cha anh.”

“Tat ca bonanh déu IIllOIl thay Philippe trong nhitng gi minh yéu quy. Nhung anh chang cog gidng 6ng ca. Chinh cha ctia Gallowglass, Hugh, neu ong
4y con sdng thi m6i gidng. . .” Matthew quay mit di, ban tay run run dt trén dau gbi. Con diéu gi d6 hon thé nita, mdt bong ma ma anh Ay chura tiét 10.

“Emda trao cho anh mdt bi mat, Matthew: tén ctia ngudi nha de Clermont I3 thanh vién ctia Dai Hoi Béng trong hién tai. anh khong thé it hai bi mat
duoc.”

‘Emmuon anh chia sé t0i 16i den t6i nhét ctia minh w?” mdt khoang thoi gian tuong nhur vo tn trdi qua trude khi Matthew bang long tiét 16. “anh da ly
di cude sdng ciia ong. Ong da cau xin Ysabeau Bm diéu d6, nhung ba khong thé.” Matthew quay mit di.

“Hugh u?” T6i thi thao, tri tim nhu vo ra vi anh va vi Gallowglass.
“Philippe.”
Rao chén cudi cling giita chiing t6i sup do.

“Bon Phat Xit khién ong phat dién vi dau don va kiét qué. Néu Hugh con sng, anh dy c6 the thuyet phuc dugc Philippe ring van con hy vong cho mdt
cudc séng khac trong nhirng gi con s6t lai. Nhung Philippe n6i ong qua mét moi khong mu6n chién dau nita. Ong mudn duoc ngi, va anh. .. anh biét
cam giac mudn nhim mit va ing quén 1 nhu thé ndo. Chiia ciru gitp anh, anh da am nhu 6ng yéu cau.”

Toan than Matthew dang run rdy. Toi lai Gmanh trong vong tay minh, ching quan tAm dén sy khang cu, chi biét rang anh can thir gi d6 — mot ai d6 — niu
giit trong khi nhitng con song ky trc d6 ap én.

“Sau khi Ysabeau tir chdi v cau xin d6, bon anh tim thiy Philippe dang b gang rach ¢d tay minh. Ong con khong thé nam chét con dao dé lam viée d6.
Ong tyr cit vao minh, im di Bm lai, miu 6 khéip moi noi, nhung vét thurong van nhanh chong linh lai.” Matthew dang n6i rét nhanh, cudi cling 161 18 a0 at
trut hét ra. “Philippe cang d6 nhidu mau, thi cang tré nén dién cudng hon. Ong khong thé chiu ndi canh turong toan mau sau khi & doanh trai quan sy.
Ysabeau iy con dao tir chd 6ng va ndi ba s& giap 6ng két thic cude sdng. Nhung Maman s& khong bao gi tha thir cho ban than.”

“Thé nén anh d cat,” t6i n6i, dén Ky 4nh méit anh. Toi chua bao gitr phi nhan khi biét viéc anh timg kim dé sinh ton v6i tur céich ma ca rong. Toi ciing
khong thé quay lung trude nhiing tdi 16i ctia ngudi chong, ngudi cha va ngudi con trai nay.

Matthew lic dau. “khong, anh da ubng timg giot méu ctia dng, nén Philippe s& khong phai chimg kién khi strc song ctia minh bj rit di.”

“Nhung thé thi anh da thdy...” Toi khong thé ngin dugc ndi kinh hoang 16 ra trong giong n6éi. Khi mdt ma ca rdng udng mau cta sinh vat khac, nhitng ky
Ure tir sinh vat do theo dong chét 1ong dy dudi dang nhitng ¥ nghi ky md wét nhanh qua. Matthew da giai thoat cho cha minh khéi sur théng khd, ngay sau
Jan dAu tién chia sé moi diéu ma Philippe ting phai chiu dyung,

“Hau hét ky trc ctia céc sinh vt dén theo mot dong chdy ém i, trong ty mot dai ruy bang thao ra trong bong to1. Voi Philippe nd gidng nhur dang nuét
phiéu manh thity tinh v&. Tham chi khi anh tién t6i nhitng sy kién da trai qua gan nhat, tinh than 6ng ran nit i & dén ndi anh gan nhur khong thé tiép tuc
duoc.” Con run riy cua Matthew cang dir doi hon. “N6 nhur kéo dai vinh vien. Philippe da guc ngd, it it va 50 hai, nhung trai tim 6ng van that dir
doi. Nhitng ¥ nghi cudi clng ctia ong Ja vé Ysabeau. Chiing 1 hdi trc duy nhét con nguyén ven, van thudc vé 6ng.”

“On ¢4 16i,” t6i thi thAm nhéc di nhéc lai, 6m tht chit cho toi khi tay chan anh bit dau ngimg run riy.
“Em da hoi anh  ai & Choi Géc CO. anh ki mdt ké giét ngudi, Diana. anh da giét hing nghin ngudi,” Matthew déu déu noi, giong nghen ngao. “Nhung
chua bao gio anh phai nhin lai mt bat cir ai trong bon ho. Ysabeau khong thé nhin anh ma khoéng nhé dén cai chét cua Philippe. Gio anh cling phéi doi

dién véiem”

To6i 6m iy dau Matthew giita hai ban tay va kéo anh lai dé ca hai c6 thé nhin vio mt nhau. Guong nit hoan hio ctia Matthew thurdng che giéu di
nhiing tan pha cua thoi gian va trai nghiém song, Nhung tht ca bang chimg do6 gio day déu hién 15, va n6 chi cang khién anh thém dep d& hon ddi vi toi.
Cubi cung, t0ida h1eu ngudi dan ong toi yéu: swr ¢b chip khi bit t6i dbi mit voi con 1 ngudi va nhimg gi 1a chinh t0i, sy bt déc di khi phai giét Juliette cho
du dé ctru cude song ctia chinh minh, y thirc t6i 16i lo s¢ rang mdt khi t6i thue su biét rd vé anh, t6i co thé khong bao gio yéu anh.

“Em yéu tit ca con nguoi anh, Matthew: chién binh va nha khoa hoc, ké giét nguoi va ké ctru ngudi, bong t6i va 4nh sang.”
“Lam sao em c6 thé?” anh thi thim, khong tin ndi.

“Philippe ¢6 thé khong tiép tuc song nhur thé. Cha anh s& lién tuc tim cach tu sat va tir nhiing gi anh noi, ong da phéi chiu dit dau dén rdi” Toi khong thé
tudng tuong nd dau don nhieu dén mirc nao, nhung Matthew yéu dau cua t6i da chimg kién tat ca. “Dicu anh lam 1a mdt hanh dong nhan tir.”

“anh timg mubn bién mét lic chuyén do két thiic, roi khoi Sept-Tours va khong bao git trd lai,” anh thii nhén. “Nhung Philippe d bét anh hira s& gin giit
gia toc va dong tu cuing nhau. anh cting da the s€ cham séc Ysabeau. Vay nén anh ¢ lai noi nay, ngdi vao chiéc ghe cta 6ng, giat nhig soi day chinh tri
ong muon, ket thic cude chién ma ong da ding ca mang song dé chién thang,”
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“Philippe s& khong dat hanh phiic ciing nhur loi ich ctia Ysabeau vao tay ngudi i 6ng coi thrdng, Hodc dé mot ké hén nhat trong coi Dong tu cac hiép
si Thanh Lazarus.”

“Baldwin budc toi anh noi ddi vé nhitng udc nguyén ctia Philippe. anh dy nghi dong tu s& duogc ttuyen cho anh dy. khong ai c6 thé hiéu ndi Iy do cha lai
quyét dinh giao Dong Tu Cac Hiép Si Thanh Lazarus cho anh. C6 & d6 13 hanh dong dién 1o cudi cling ciia ong.”

“P6 I su tin cay,” t6i khé n6i, in xuong va 16ng cac ngdn tay minh véi tay anh. “Philippe tin tuong anh. Em cling vay. D61 ban tay da xay dyng ngbi nha
tho ny. Chiing di manh mé dé 6m Iy con trai anh va cha ciia anh trong nhitng gidy phit cudi cling trén ¢&i doi ndy. Va ching van con nhidu viée dé
lam.”

Tit trén cao vong xudng tiéng vO canh. mot con b ciu tring mudt bay xuyén qua cira so mai VOm vao bén trong va bj mit phuong huong bay vong vong
quanh chum tia sang duoc tram khéic ndi trén mai. N6 vét 16n, tim tir do cho ban thén, 1di s xudng bén trong nha tho. Con bd cau trang dau xudng phién
d4 danh d4u noi yén nghi cudi cling ciia Blanca va Lucas, i loay hoay xoay quanh trong mdt diéu vii quay tron thanh nhé cho t6i khi dbi dién voi
Matthew va t6i. Roi né nghiéng nghiéng mai du, ngim nghia ching ti bang con mét méu xanh lam.

Matthew bat ddy, dot ngdt xong dén, con bd cau bi git minh bay vé phia bén kia phong ciu nguyén. N6 dap canh, cham ri tién dén tnrdc bue chin
dung ctia Puc Me Pong Trinh. Khi t6i tin rang nd s€ ddm sam vao tuong thi con chim xoay ngoat dao chiu va bay trd ra theo duong da vao.

mdt cong 16ng tréing tir canh chii chim c4u liéng roi va xody tron trén khong, dau xubng san d4 It trude mit ching ti. Matthew cti ngudi nhit nd, nét
it anh boi roi khi gio' En trurde mat.

“anh chura bao gio thz"iy mdt chit chim bd cau tring trong nha tho c.” Matthew nhin nita mai vom ctia khu cu nguyén noi ciing con chim 4y bay luron
vong vong phia trén dau Chua.

“N6 1a déu hiéu cta sy hoi sinh va hy vong. Céc phil thily tin vao diém béo nay.” Toi khép hai ban tay anh bao quanh chiéc 1ong roi hon nhe Ién trén anh
va quay nguoi 1oi di. Co I gio day khi da chia sé nhitng ky trc ctia minh, anh ¢6 thé tim thay sy binh yén.

“Diana?”” Matthew goi, van dtmg im canh ngdi md gia dinh. “Cam on em da nghe 1i thi t6i ctia anh.”
Toi gat dau. “Em & gip anh & nha nhé. Dimg quén chiéc 1ng do.”

anh nhin theo khi t6i i qua nhimg canh trimg phat va chudc i trén cOng chinh gitta thé gi6i ctia Chua va thé gidi cta ngudi trén. Pierre dang doi bén
ngoai, anh ta dua t6i quay vé Sept-Tours ma khdng n6i mdt 101 ndo. Philippe nghe tiéng chiing t6i vé va dang doi trong sanh.

“c0 tim thy 16 trong nha ther chir?” Ong king I& hoi. Hinh anh Philippe — con qua khée manh trang kign — khién tim t6i tring xudng. Lam sao Matthew
¢6 thé chiu dyng no6i?

“Ding thé. Péng I& cha nén ndi cho con biét hom nay 14 sinh nhat ciia Lucas.” Toi dira 40 choang cho Catrine.
“Chung ta déu da hoc cach hrong trurde tim trang u 4m nay khi Matthew nhé t6i con trai nd. ¢6 ciing s& nhur vay thoi.”
“khong chi chuyén Lucas dau.” So réng minh ndi qua nhiéu, t6i voi cin moi.

“Matthew cting ké cho ¢6 v& cai chét ciia n6.” Philippe dira céc ngdn tay ia qua toc, mdt cir chi theo théi quen, 1 phién ban thd nhap hon ctia con trai
ong, “Ta hiéu ndi dau kho 4y, nhung khong phéi kiéu chiu toi nay. Khi ndo né moi dé qua khir lai sau ung day?”

“C6 nhimg viéc khong bao gio quén dugc,” t6i ndi, nhin théing vao mét Philippe mdt cach kién quyét. “Cho dii cha nghi minh hiéu didu gi di nita, néu yéu
anh ay, hily dé con trai cha chién dau voi nhitng con quy ctia ban than.”

“khong, NO 1a con trai ta. Ta s€ khong tir bo n6.” Miéng Philippe mim chit.

Ong quay nguoi va sai bude hién ngang bo di. “Va ta da nhan duoc oi nhén tir Lyon, madame,” 6ng ndi vi qua vai. “mdt phi thity ching bao lau nira
s€ téi day dé giip 6, nhu Matthew mong muon.”

34. Tiéng Phap: Mau lén.
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Ban dang doc truyén Mdar Md Phu Thiy dugc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Chuwong 11

https://thuviensach.vn


http://ebookfull.net

“Hay giip ta trong kho c6 trén dudng con tir king trd v&.” Philippe lai tiép tuc thoi quen kho chiu 1 xudt hién hay bién mét trong nhéy it va gior dang
dung trede nit ching t6i trong thur vién.,

Toi ngude 1n tir cudn sach dang doc rdi nhiu may. “C6 céi gl ¢ trong kho c6?”

“Co kho.” Nhitng tiét 1§ ctia Matthew ¢ nha théy chi khién anh cang thém bon chon va thét thuong hon. “Con dang viét thur cho gido hoang moi cia
chiing ta, cha a. Alain ndi véi con hdm nay budi hop kin ctia cac hong y gido chi s€ tuyén b Niccolod t0i nghi€p da dugc bau chon bat chap sy cau xin

mién khoi cac ganh niing chi tiéu ctia van phong, Nhimg mong ude cia mot ngudi dan ong co 1 gi so v6i viée chdng lai nguyén vong ctia Philip vé nurdc
Tay Ban Nha va Philippe de Clermont?”

Philippe r tay t&i chiéc thit lung, mdt tiéng vO tay on nd ra tir phia Matthew. anh nim mbt con dao gim gjita hai long ban tay, d4u ludi dao dang ndm
hudng Ién xuong tc.

“Drc Gido hoang c6 thé doi.”” Philippe xem xét vi tri mon vii khi ctia minh. “Déng I& ta nén nhdm vio Diana. Con s& di chuyén nhanh hon.”

“Cha phai tha 16i cho con vi lam hong tro thé thao ndy.” Matthew lanh Ring gidn dit. “Lau rdi khong c6 con dao no ném vao con. Con sg rang minh da
khong luyén tap nhicu.”

“Néu con khong c6 mit ¢ kho trrde khi dong hd diém hai tiéng, ta s& di tim. Va ta s& mang theo nhiéu hon 1 con dao gim nay d4y.” Ong rit n6 khoi tay
Matthew va ha Iénh cho Alain, dang ding ngay dang sau. “khong ai duge di dén kho dudi d6 cho t6i khi dugc phép,” Philippe wvira néi vira tra mon vii
khi tré vao trong bao da.

“T6i da hiéu 15, sieur.” N6 gin giong mdt 1 qué trach khi ma Alain chura bao gioy thdt ra 1oi.

“Con thdy mét moi phai song cing qué nhiéu testosterone rdi. Cho dit Ysabeau nghii gi vé& phu thity di nita, con udc me & day. Va trude khi cha hoi
testosterone 13 gi, nd chinh la cha day,” t0i noi, chia ngon tay ve phia Philippe. ‘““Va con trai cta cha ciing khong kha hon a2 may.”

“sur biu ban ctia dan ba, hir?” Philippe mn mé ham rdu ctia minh va nhin Matthew, cong khai tinh ton xem dng c6 thé don ddy con trai minh di xa t6i
dau. “Tai sao ta lai khong nghi vé chuyén dy ttr trude nhi? Trong khi cho doi nhén vat phu thily ctia Diana tir Lyon dén, ching ta nén guri ¢6 dy t6i cho
Margot d€ duoc chi dan cach hanh xtt nhu mdt phu nhan danh giad nudc Phap.”

“Nhitng gi Louis va Margot lim ¢ Usson con t0i t& hon bét cir chuyén gi bon ho da lam & Paris. Ngudi phu nit d6 khong phéi | hinh méu dimg dan cho
bat ctr ai, it nhat Ia cho vo ctia con,” Matthew dap tra kém theo mdt anh mit lam ngudi doi dién boi roi. “Trtr phi bon ho théan trong hon, khong ngudi ta
s€ sdm phat hién ra cudc am sat cuc ky dat gia va can trong ctia Louis 1a mdt trd gid mao.”

“La chdng ctia mdt phi thity thi con di qua voi vang phan xét nhitng dam mé ctia ngudi khc rdi ddy, Matthaios. Louis 1 anh trai con.”

Théanh thin phi o, lai mdt 6ng anh khac.

“Pamme u?” Long may Matthew rudn Ién. “C6 phai d6 la thir ma cha goi viéc dua dan 6ng va dan ba Ién gurong khong?”

“C6 v6 van cach dé yéu. Chuyén Margot hay Louis lam khong phéi viéc con quan tim Mau cta Ysabeau chdy trong huyét quan Louis va né s& luén
1u6n ¢6 durge sur tin trdng tir ta — cling nhur v6i con, bat chap nhitng 16i lim nghiém trong ctia con.” Philippe bién mét trong chdp nhoang.

“C6 bao nhiéu ngudi nha de Clermont thé? Va tai sao tt ca bon anh déu ki dan 6ng?” Toi cat tiéng hoi khi sur im king mdt lan nita bao trim.

“Boi vi cac con gai ctia Philippe qua mitc dang sg, bon anh da t6 chirc mdt cude hop gia dinh va ciu xin ong dung tao ra bon ho nita. Stasia cd thé xé
burc tranh tir trén trong mot cach don gian chi bang viée nhin vao chiing, con Verin thi lam cho ¢6 ta trong that hién lanh nhu mi. V€ phan Freyja. . .
Philippe dat tén c6 ay theo tén vi nit than chién tranh ctia Norse [a co ly do.”

“Ho tuyét d?iy chtr.” Toi w6t nhe mdt nu hon Ién ma anh. “anh ¢6 thé ké vé bon ho sau. Em s& vao bép, cb géng ngan chin cai vac bi ro ri ma Marthe
2oi la my chung cat.”

“anh c6 thé xem qua n6 cho em anh kha gioi voi méy thiét bi phong thi nghiém,” Matthew d& nghi va hao hirc Bm bt cir didu gi gitip anh tranh xa
Philippe hay c4i kho thoc bi 4n kia. Toi hiéu, nhung ching c6 cach nao lan tranh cha anh duoc. Philippe don gian s& lai xam pham vao phong chung cit
ctia t01 v im phién anh & do.

“khong can dau,” t6i n6i voi qua vai khi roi di. “Moi thir déu duoc kiém soét roi.”

Moi thit héa ra khong hé dugc kiém soat. May ciu bé phu‘bép da dé lira tat, nhung phai i sau khi ngon ltra chdy qua cao va tao ra mot 16p nho i
day den si duoi day thict bi chung cat. Toi ghi chi Ién cac 1€ sach cia mot trong nhirng cudn sach thuét gia kim thude vé nha de Clermont miéu ta cac sai
sot hay cach stra chira, trong khi Thomas, cdu bé can than hon trong s6 hai phy ta tré nhom Itra. T6i khong phai ngudi dau tién st dung cac 1€ sach rong
va sach tron ndy, vai dong chit nguéch ngoac trude d6 da kha hitu ich. Bén lic thich hop, cac dong chit cua t6i cd thé cling s€ c6 ich nhu vay.

Ftienne, phu ta hay sai sot con lai, chay vo phong, thi thAm vao tai cong sur ctia minh nhung chi nhan duoc mdt thir gi d6 sang bong,

“Milord mdi ra lai,” cau bé thi thAm
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“Chdu dang danh cugc gi thé, Thomas?” T6i hoi. Ca hai nhin t6i ngan ngo va nhin vai. C6 diéu gl d6 trong céi vé ngdy tho chdm chii ciia ching khién i
lo Iing cho quyén lgi ctia Matthew. “Kho chira co kho & dau?” Téi ndi, tay coi tap d€.

Vi vé ludng hr mién cudng hét mirc, Thomas cing Etienne dan t6i xuyén qua cong trude 1u dai dé hudng v& mot kién tric gd va d4 véi mai nha dbe
dung, mbt con doc thoai thodi dan ngwgc Ién t6i nhitng canh ctra ra vao rong ban, c6 vach soc, nhung hai ciu bé thay vao d6 chi mjt cai thang dwoc
day dua tuong ¢ phia xa. Céc thanh ngang cua chiec thang bién mat trong bong t6i thom ngat.

Thomas 1én dAu tién, king I8 ra hiéu bing hai tay va cAu xin ti giit im Bing v6i nét miit méo mo ximg im dién vién trong mot bd phim cAm. Etienne gt
thang khi t61 leo 1én va dng tho rén cuia lang kéo t6i vao cai gac x€p bui bam

s xudt hién cta t6i duoc mot nira s6 thanh vién Sept-Tours chao d6n cing ve thich thd, nhung khong miy ngac nhién. Toi da thdy ky quai khi chi co
mot linh gac 1am nhi€m vy phia cong trudce. SO con lai déu ¢ day, cing voi Catrine, chi gai ctia 6 — Jehanne, hau hét d6i ngii trong bép, tho rén va nhitng
nguoi gitt ngua.

mot tiéng vun vitt khe kh@ sic ém, khong gidng bt cir thir gi toi timg nghe thiy trude day, khién t6i chiy. Tiéng lanh linh sic bén kém tiéng rin rit ctia
kim logi co vao nhau cang d& nhan thy hon. Matthew va cha anh da xuat ra nhirng don danh tia, gio tién t6i tran dau bang vii khi. Toi bit miéng ngin
tiéng tho' gap khi miii kiém ctia Philippe xuyén qua vai Matthew. Nhirng vét chém dam dia mau khiip 40 so mi, quan tim ciing nhur tit dai ctia ca hai. Bon
ho 16 rang da danh duoc mdt lic r6i, va day la mot tran d4u kiém khong hé kiéng né.

Alain va Pierre dimg im king dya vao hai bén tuong ddi dién. Nén dit quanh ho trong giéng mot cai gbi cim kim, tua tha du cac loai vi khi bi némdi
gim xudng dat Ca hai nguoi hau nha de Clermont déu cang thing dé y moi chuyén dang ¢ dién ra xung quanh, bao gom ca vide t6i dén. Ho hudng miét vé
phia gac xép 16i thoang liéc nhin nhau lo ]ang Matthew khong chi y t6i. Lung anh quay vé phia t01, mii hurong thom nong kia trong kho ¢6 da che lap su
hién dién ctia t6i. Philippe dang huréng it vé phia t6i, duong nhur ciing khong nhan thiy hogc ching quan tim

Ludi kiém ciia Matthew di thang tip xuyén qua canh tay Philippe. Khi Philippe nhin mjt, con trai ong tang kém mot ny cuoi ché gidu. “khdng quan tm
dén dau dén thi s& tt cho cha ddy,” Matthew JAm bam noi.

“Ta déang I& khong bao gio nén day con tiéng Hy Lap — va ca tiéng anh nira. Kién thirc ciia con vé ching khién ta lién tuc gip ric rdi,” Philippe d4p,
khong hé nao ning. Ong kéo canh tay thoat khoi hrdi kiém

Nhimng thanh kiém tAn cong, va vao nhau chan chat, 1di vung 1én. Matthew c6 loi thé chidu cao, canh tay cting nhu chén anh dai hon lam ting tAm v6i va
chidu dai ctia cic duong kiém. anh dang danh bang mdt hudi kiém thon dai, khi ding hai tay, khi chi cin mot tay. D¢ kiém lién tuc dbi qua lai trong tay
nén anh c6 thé dbi pho voi moi bude di chuyen cta cha minh. Nhung Philippe khoe hon va XUAt ra nhitng ci dam thoc Jam dbi phuong mét nhoai bang

mdt thanh kiém ngiin hon ma 6ng d& dang ndm va st dung bang mot tay. Philippe cAm thém mot tam khién tron, 6ng ding né dé km léch hurong nhiing

don danh tir Matthew. Matthew chéc ciing da cAm mdt vét dé phong vé twong tur thi gio nd mét rdi. Mic dii hai nguoi dan ong déu co the lrc 6t trong
dwong, nhung phong céch d4nh lai hoan toan khac nhau. Philippe khoai chi tiép tuc bai tudng thuat trong khi ra don. Con Matthew thi van duy tri sir im
ling va tap trung, khong hé 16 ra dén mdt cai nhiu miy cho thdy anh dang nghe nhimg gi cha minh noi.

“Ta van dang nghi vé Diana. Ching c6 noi ndo trén trai dét [An dai dwong lai san sinh ra mot loai vat hoang dai va ghé gdm nhur dan ba,” Philippe noi vé
4o ndo.
Matthew bt ngd tAn cong ong, ludi kiém vun witt lao t6i cling mdt tdc do kinh ngac theo dudng vong cung rong hudng théng toi ¢d cha anh. Téi chdp

mt, trong khoanh khiic d6 Philippe d xoay ngudi né ngay sat dudi ludi kiém Ong xuét hién lai & phia bén tay kia ctia Matthew, cit lang vio bip chan
con trai minh.

“K thudit ctia con sang nay thit hoang da. C6 i khong 6n ha?” Philippe tra hoi. Cau hoi truc tiép ndy khién con trai dng chi y.

“Chia oi, cha khong thé ndo. Diing. C6 i d6 khong on,” Matthew noi gitta hai ham réing nghién chéit. anh lai vung kiém dénh t6i, thanh kiém xuot qua
tam khién ma Philippe gio Ién rat nhanh. “Cha dtrng lam con r6i tri.”

“Bon ho 1 nhitng ké ma théinh thin mudn hiy digt, bon ho phét dién dau tién.” Nhimg 1i Philippe ndi im Matthew dao dong. Philippe tan dung thoi co
cubudc 16 do dap vao lung anh bang mat phang ctia thanh grom

Matthew chiri thé. “C6 phai cha da virt bo hét tat ca nguyén tic t6t dep nhét rdi khong?” anh hoi, va nhin thiy toi.

Chuyén xay ra tiép sau do chi trong mdt nhip tim dap. Matthew bt diu khom minh viron t6i chién d4u, sur tap trung ddn ca vio gic xép kho c6 noi ti
dimg, Ludi gwom cta Philippe ddm t6i, xoay tron va tude vii khi ra khoi tay anh. Vi ca hai thanh grom trong tay, Philippe ném mot thanh grom Ién
tudng va nang thanh con lai hudng vao tinh mach c6 Matthew.

“Ta da day dd con ot hon co, Matthaios. Con khong suy nghi. Con khong chép miét. Con khong hit thé. Khi con dang cb ging dé song st, tat ca moi
diéu con lam Ia phan ing.” Philippe cao giong goi. “Xuong day, Diana.”

Bic tho rén ddy vé hbi 16i gitp 0 xudng mdt chiée thang khac. Gio may ¢ déy vi diéu d6, hily dam bao cho biéu hién cia anh dy. Toi bude xubng san
dang sau Philippe.

“c6 ta Ia Iy do con thua u?” Ong hoi, 4n ludi guom vao da thit con trai minh cho t6i khi mdt vét mau den xut hién.

“Con khong biét y cha 14 gi. Hay dé con di.” mot xtic cam ky la xam chiém Matthew. D6i mét anh tré nén den tham nhur myre, chop Jy nguce cha. Toi
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tién mdt budc vé phia anh.

mot vit sing long vut Ién hudng vao t6i ciing tiéng huyt gi6, n6 dang hudt dén phan giitra cénh tay trdi va thén trén. Phiippe da ném mot mon vii khi vé
phia t61 ma khong thém liéc nhin lai dé kiém tra myc tiéu ctia minh, nhung n6 thdm chi chura khia vao da thit. Ludi dao gim 6ng tay 4o vao chiéc thang,
Kkhi t61 van nguodi dé giai thoat canh tay minh, 16p vai bi rach toac téi khuyu tay, d€ 16 vét seo nham nhd.

“Po 1 diéu ta mudn noi. C6 phéi con da roi mét khoi ddi thit cia minh khong? C6 phéi d6 B cach khién con gan nhur da chét va Diana ciing di clng con
khong?” Toi chua bao gio thay Philippe gian dit dén the.

sur tap trung ctia Matthew lai thoang 6t sang t6i. khong lu hon mot gidy, nhung du dai dé Philippe tim thdy mdt con dao gim khac duroc gii trong ting.
Ong damn6 vao bip dii Matthew.

“Hay chiy vao nguoi dan 6ng dang ké dao 1én c6 hong con day nay. Néu khong aim thé, ¢6 ta s& chét.” Rdi Philippe noi véi toi ma khong quay lai.
“Con ¢6, Diana, hly tranh xa khuat mit Matthew khi n6 dang chién dau.”

Matthew ngudc Ién nhin cha anh, d6i nit den anh Ién sy iéu finh tuyét vong khi dong tir gian nd. Toi da nhin thdy phan tmg nay trude ddy, du hiéu cho
thay anh dang mat kiém soat. “Tha con ra. Con can ¢ bén c6 ay. Lamon.”

“Con can phai thdi ngoai ddu nhin lai va chép nhan chinh con nguoi minh — mjt chién binh manjasang v6i nhing trong tréch tru6e gia dinh. Khi deo chiéc
nhan clia me con vao ngodn tay Diana, liéu con da danh thoi gian suy ngam xem né hira hen dicu gi chira?” Philippe cao giong hoi.

“Toan bd cude ddi con, va phan con lai ctia n6. mot i canh céo dé ghi nhé qua khir.” Matthew ¢ ging d4 cha anh, nhung Philippe da lrong trrdc,
x0ay con dao an sau vao chin con trai. Matthew rit 1én vi dau dén.

“Nhitng diéu tam ti s& luén 4m anh con, khong bao gidr 1 anh sang ca.” Philippe nguyén ria.

Ong tha roi thanh gwom rdi d4 n6 ra khoi tim véi ctia Matthew, cac ngon tay ong dang siét chit ¢ hong anh. “c c6 thiy miit né khong, Diana?”’
“C0,” 10 thi thao.

“Hay tién mdt budc nita vé phia t6i.”

Khi t6i lam theo, Matthew bt d4u qudy dap, dui cha anh dang ding sirc bop nghet ¢ hong anh. Toi khoc thét 1én va trin don cang trd nén i t& hon.
“Matthew dang trong con cudng mau. Manjasang ching ta cin ké voi ban nang ty nhién hon cac sinh vat khéc — nhirng con da thi thuéln ching, bat ké
chiing ta n6i duoc bao nhiéu ngdn ngir hay quan 4o ching ta méc dep d& thé ndo. Pay chinh 1 con séi trong thing bé, nd dang cb ging thoat ra khoi
chinh ban than minh nén né bat kham.”

“mdt con cudng mau u?”* Toi théu thao thdt ra timg 101,

“khong phai tt ca loai ching ta déu ¢6 thién huéng d6. Nhuoc diém nay & trong mau Ysabeau, truyén tir ké tao ra ba 4y va sang ca nhing dira con.
Ysabeau va Louis déu co thira, nhung Matthew hay Louisa thi khong. Va con trai Matthew, Benjamin ciing 12 mét tai hoa.”

D t6i chang biét gi vé ngudi con ndy, nhung Matthew da ké vai toi nhimg cau chuyén dung toc giy quanh Louisa. Ciing chinh xu hudng sinh san theo
dong miu dang ¢ trong nguoi Matthew — ma anh ¢6 thé di truyén n6 t6i bét cir dira con nao ching t6i c6 thé c6. Ngay khi ti nghil minh da bict tat ca bi
mat khién Matthew tranh xa khoi chiéc girong cua to1 thi day lai mot bi mat khac: noi s¢ hai chimg bénh di truyén nay.

“Diéu gi kich thich n6 vay?” Téi ép timg 1i thét ra tir cai cudng hong dang thit lai.

“Nhiéu thir va tbi t& hon khi thing bé mét moi hay doi. Matthew khong m chii durge ban thén khi con cudng bao ap t6i, né c6 thé khién Matthew hanh
dong ngwroc voi ban tinh thit sy trong minh.”

Eleanor. C6 phai d6 chinh I cach ma mjt trong nhfrng tinh yéu 16n cua Matthew ra dNi, bi m‘ic ket gitta mot Matthew dién loan Va Baldwil} & Jerusalem?
Nhimng 61 canh céo p di lp lai cta anh vé tinh chiém hitu va sy nguy hiém ma n6 dan dén, duong nhur khong con vu vo, v& van nira. Giong nhu nhirng
con hoang loan ctia t6i, dy Ia mdt phan (g tam ly ma Matthew bi€t dau khong bao gio' cé thé hoan toan kiém soat dugc.

“PAy c6 phai & Iy do cha ra knh cho anh 4y xudng ddy hom nay khong? DE bude anh dy boc 19 nhitng diém yéu d& ton thuong cho ca thé gidi biét?” Toi
gian dit chat van Philippe. “Sao cha c6 thé? Cha Ia cha ctia anh ay ma!”

“Chiing ta |2 mt gidng ndi boi bac. Ta c6 thé quay sang chong lai né mdt ngay ndo ddy.” Philippe nhin vai. “Va ta ciing c6 thé chuyén myc tiéu sang co,
phu thiy a.”

Pling lic d6, Matthew dao ngwoc vi tri va an Philippe ki v& phia birc twong phia xa. Trude khi anh chiém dugc wu thé, Philippe da tom Iy c6 anh. Hai
nguoi dan 6ng cuing dimg, cham miii vao nhau.

“Matthew,” Philippe lanh kg goi.

Con trai ong van tiép tuc day, tinh ngudi ciia anh da bién mét. Khao khat duy nhét ciia Matthew 1 danh ké dich ctia minh hoic giét chét ké d6 néu can
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phai lam. C6 vai thoi dlemtrong mdi quan hé ngin ngii gitta ching t0i khi nhitng truyen thuyet dang so ctia con ngudi v& ma ca rong la ding, va day Ia
mot trong s6 d6. Nhung t6i mudn Matthew cua t6i quay lai. Toi tién mdt bude vé phia anh, dau chi cang khién cho con bao phat tdi t& hon.

“Pimg dén gin, Diana.”

“Ngai khong mudn Am chuyén nay dau, milord,” Pierre vira ndi vira tién t61 bén canh chii minh. anh ta viron canh tay ra. Toinghe théy mot tiéng ring
rac, trong thay canh tay dy budng thong doc thin ngudi do chd gy & vai va khuyu tay, nhin thiy mu dang trio ra khoi vét thuong & c. Pierre nhan mit,
dura tay Ién 4n vao vét can dd man Ay.

“Matthew!” Toi hét len.

D6 1 hanh dong sai im. am thanh dau kho ciia t6i khién anh cang hoang dai hon. Liic ndy, Pierre chang a gi ngoai mot churdng ngai vat ddi voi anh y.
Matthew quéing anh ta ngang qua phong, dap vao turdng nha kho, tat ca dién ra trong khi ban tay con lai ctia anh van ndm chét iy c6 hong cha minh.

“Im ang, Diana. Matthew dang virot qua Iy tri. Matthaios!” Philippe quét Ién tén anh. Matthew ngimg c6 ging ddy cha anh tranh xa khoi toi, méc dii ndm
tay sit chat do chura bao gior noi long,

“Ta biét con dd im gl.” Philippe ché doi trong khi nhitng loi 6ng néi xuyén thing nhin thirc cia Matthew. “Con c6 nghe ta n6i khong, Matthew? Ta biét
turong lai ctia minh. Con s& day i dugc con cudng bao nay néu con c6 thé.”

Philippe da suy doan duoc ring con trai s& giét 6ng, nhung khong biét lam cach ndo hay Iy do tai sao. su 1y gii duy nhét 6ng ¢6 san 1 cin bénh cia
Matthew.

“Cha khong biét dau,” Matthew im bam dép. “Cha khong thé biét duoc.”
“Con dang hanh xir nhr van thurong Em mdi khi hdi han vi mot vu giét choc: két toi, Ién t, quén tri,” Philippe noi. “Te absolve, Matthaios.”
“Con s& mang Diana di,”” Matthew néi cling su minh nin dot ngdt. “Hay dé hai ching con di, Philippe.”

“khong, Ching ta phéi cing nhau doi miit voi n6, ca ba ching ta,” Philippe noi, grong it ong ddy vé tréc an. Toi da sai. Philippe khong phai dang c6
gang danh bai Matthew, ma chi Ia mic cam ti 10i ctia anh &y ma thdi. Philippe rot cude khdng bo roi con trai ong.

“khong!” Matthew gao Ién, c¢b vin ngudi thoat ra. Nhung Philippe khoe hon.
“Ta tha thit cho con,” cha anh Iap di Ep lai, choang hai canh tay vong quanh con trai trong mdt cai dm ménh Liét. “Ta tha thir cho con.”

Matthew lai ring minh lAn nita, t‘oéln than run réy, cho dén khi mém rii ra nhu thé linh hdn 4c quy nao d6 da bo chay mht. “Je suis désolé,” anh thi thio,
nhirng 161 nay lu nhiu vang lén day cam xuc. “Vo ciing xin 161.”

“Va ta da tha thir cho con rdi. Gidy con phai dé né lai phia sau.” Philippe tha con trai ra va nhin t6i. “Dén v6ind di, Diana, nhung can than nhé. anh chang
van chua phi [ chinh minh dau.”

Toi phot 1o Philippe va lao dén bén Matthew. anh don iy t6i vao vong tay 1Oi hit thér mii hurong ciia t6i nhur thé n6 ¢6 sirc manh dé xoa diu bét. Pierre
ciing di chuyen t1, canh tay da lanh lai. anh ta dwa Matthew mot tAm khéin vi hai tay anh loang loang dAy mau. Cai nhin di ton tir Matthew khlen anh ta
it Iai, miéng vai tréing tinh rii ruoi nhu mot I ¢d dAu hang, Philippe it Iui vai bude, anh it Matthew phong nhin theo chuyén dong dot ngot dy.

“D6 1a cha anh va Pierre ma,” t6i ndi, 4 Iy guong mit Matthew trong hai tay minh. Timng chit mt, mau den trong n¥it anh rit di dén khi hai trong niit
tron mau xanh sam hién ra dau tién, roi mau xam bac, sau d6 1a mau ngoc bich nhat dac biét vien quanh dong tir.

“Chiia oi.” Matthew thdt Ién kinh hii. anh voi Iy hai tay t6i va kéo ching ra khoi mit minh. “anh da khong mét kiém soat nhu thé tir lu im rdi ma.”
“Con dang yéu, Matthew, va con cudng méu niy virot qu tAm kiém soét ctia con. Néu Pai Hoi Dong thir thach con quyén duoc & bén Diana ma con lai
phan rng nhur thé ndy, con s& thua. Chiing ta khong thé dé bat cir nghi van nao vé viéc ¢6 ay la mdt nguoi nha de Clermont.” Philippe hedt ngdn tay cai
ctia 6ng qua ham dudi. Mau, mau d6 sdm, trao ra tir vét thuong, “DPen day, con gai.”

“Philippe!”” Matthew kéo t6i ra sau, kinh ngac khdng ndi nén 161 “Cha khong bao gio...”

“khong bao gitr ] mot khoéng thoi gian rét dai. Dimg c6 ra vé biét nhidu v ta hon diéu con thure sur biét, Matthaios.” Philippe budn ba quan st toi.
“khong c6 gi phdi so ca, Diana.” Toi nhin Matthew, muon chac rang chuyén nay s€ khong gy ra con cudng nd bing phat khac.

“Pén v6i dng di.” Matthew tha t6i ra khi cac sinh vat khac trén tAng xép tp trung quan sat.

“Manjasang tao nén cac gia dinh thong qua céi chét va mau,” Philippe bét dau khi toi dung trurge mit 6ng. Nhung loi n6i do gll’i di cam giac s¢ hai ban
nang rung dong xuyén qua xuong ¢t toi. Ong ding ngon cai vach mjt duong cong bt dau tir giira trén, sat chan toc, miét toi gan thai duong va dimng lai
& 16ng may. “Vai dau 4n ndy con da chét, mdt cai 1 bong gilta sur song khong gia toc hay ho hang” Ngdn céi ctia cha Philippe quay tr6 lai diém bét dau,
va 6ng lai tao mdt hinh y nhur thé & phia con lai, két thic ¢ chinh giita mi tim t6i. Con it thir ba ctia phi thity trén tran rém ran nhoi nhéi cing cam gidc
mét lanh ctia méu ma ca réng, “Véi du an ndy, con duoc tai sinh, B con gii dugc thé nguyén bang mau ctia ta va d mdt thanh vién gia dinh ta méi méi.”
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Kho ¢6 kho ciing ¢ cac goc nha. Nhirng 1i ctia Philippe khién ching séang bimg Ién boi cac soi miu Iong lanh — khong chi ki xanh lam va ho phach ma
con ca xanh J4 va vang kim nita. Tiéng 6n 4o do nhitng soi chi 4y tao ra dang Ién thanh mdt bai hat than khoc phan dbi khe kh. Rét cude, mot gia dinh
khéc dang chér doi t6i & mot thoi khac. Nhung nhitng tiéng ri rAm chép nhan trong kho ¢6 nhanh chdng nhén chim 4m thanh kia. Philippe nguwdc nhin lén
tAng xép nhur thé moi lAn d4u tién phét hién thiy céc khan gid ctia minh.

“V& phin céc ngudi — madame c6 nhimg ké this. Ai trong céc nguoi sén sang dimg Ién béo v co dy khi milord khong thé?”” Nhimg Ioi d6 kém theo vai
161 tiéng anh dich cau hoi ndy cho nhitng nguoi kia.

“Mais il est debout,” Thormas phan dbi, chi vao Matthew. Philippe Ip tirc giai quyét thuc t& Matthew dang dtng thing bang cach danh manh mot ¢t vao
dau goi chan bi thuong ctia con trai minh, khién anh ngd uych ra sau.

“Ai diing Ién bao v&€ madame?” Philippe nhéc lai, mOt chan di ung cAn than dat 1én c6 Matthew.
“Je vais.” Catrine, cO hau gai kiém phuy ta c6 tai xudt quy nhap thin cia toi, 1 ngudi ndi dau tién.
“Et moi,” Jehanne noi to, c6 ta mic du lon hon, nhung ludn di theo dén bt ct noi ndo em gai dan dt.

mot khi céc co gai da tuyén b 1ong trung thanh ctia ho, Thomas va Etlenne ciing gin s6 phan voi t01, Ong tho rén va Bau Bép, nguoi xuat hién & gac xép
mang theo mdt gio hat kho, ciing lam theo. Sau khi PAu Bép trimg niit nhin dam gia nhan dudi quyén, bon ho ciing mién cudng bang long,

“K¢ thi ctia madame s& dén ma khong canh béo trudc, vy nén cic nguoi phai sén sang, Catrine va Jehanne s& danh lac huéng ching. Thomas s& ndi
doi.” Co tieng cuoi khiic khich tir ddm nguoi lon. “Etienne, nguroi phai chay di tim sy gitip d3, milord I thich hop hon ca. Vé phan minh, con bict phai
lam gi 61 day.” Philippe nhin Matthew vé dit ton.

“Con viéc cta con?” Toi hoi.

“Hay suy nghii, nhur con d& lam hom nay. Suy nghii va song sét.” Philippe v0 tay. “Giai tri di roi. Trd lai lam viée di.”

Vira i rAm tro chuyén vui vé, moi ngudi trén gac xép kho co tan di tro vé voi nhiém vy mbi ngudi. Nghiéng dAu ra hiu, Philippe tong Alain va Pierre
theo sau bon ho, rdi cdm 4o so mi di ra. Bit ngd, ong quay lai, tha chiéc 40 dudi chin t6i. Nam lot thom trong d6 1 mot ném tuyét.

“Hay chamsoc vét thuong trén chan céu ta, mot vét nita & phia trén than éy, chd d6 sau hon ta dy tinh,” Philippe dan do, 1o cling di ludn.

Matthew chdng d& trén hai dau gdi run rdy. Toi vong tay qua thit kg dé d& anh nhe nhang ngdi xudng dét. Matthew c6 ging thoat ra va kéo t6i vao
vong tay.

“khong, anh 3 d6 dan 6ng wong budng” t6i n6i. “Em khéng can an ti. Hay dé em chim séc cho anh mot lan.”

Toi kiém tra cac vét thurong, bit dau Voi nhitng noi ma Philippe d2 dan. Cung sy gitip do' ctia Matthew, t6i lam sach ch5 tt dai rach & trén bép dui anh.
Ludi dao gimda tién sau vao, nhung vét rach dai va su dang khép lai nho dac tinh chira lanh cia dong mau ma ca rong, D1 sao 6i ciing dp mdt ndm
tuyét quanh cho do6 — Matthew cam doan rang 16 s& ¢6 ich, dir da thit kiét strc mét mdi ciia anh 16 rang da 4m hon. Vét thuong trén than ciing duoc ciru
chita, nhung vét tham tim xung quanh khién t6i nhén nho vi x6t thong,

“Em nghil anh s& sng thoi,” t6i ndi, diit goi bang tuyét cudi cling vao chd phia trén hong bén trai ctia Matthew va vudt toc anh khoi tran. mdt giot méu
sap kho gan mat dinh bét vai sgi toc den. thit nhe nhang, t61 gd ching ra.

“Camon em, mon coeur. Vi dang cham soc cho anh, em c6 phién khong néu anh xin mdt an hué 1 lau méu ctia Philippe trén tran em?” Matthew trong
that nguong ngiing, bén én. “Em biet day, tai mui ctia nd. anh khong thich mii d6 ¢ trén nguoi em”

anh lo ing con cudng mAu quay tré lai. T6i co tay lén da minh, cac ngon tay trd nén nhirc nhdi rAm ran boi mau den va do. “Em hin 1 trong giéng mot
thiy tu ta gido Am.”

“Ding thé, hon ca binh thurdng,” Matthew himg it tuyét tir trén bip dii vao vién 4o so' mi dé lau di bang chimg con lai ctia viée t6i duge nhan nudi.
“Ké cho emnghe vé& Benjamin di,” t6i n6i trong khi anh lau mit minh.

“anh tao ra Benjamin 13 ma ca réng & Jerusalem. anh cho thing bé méu ctia minh vi nghi € ctru sdng né. Nhung khi im vy, anh da By di Iy do sng
LAy di linh hon n6.”

“Va cauta co thién hudng hay gian dit ctia anh u?”

“Thién huéng! Em khién n6 nghe gidng nhur mdt nhu cau cip bach vé mau dy.” Matthew kic dau trong diéu bo kinh ngac. “di ndo. Em s& dong ctmg mat
néu con O day law.”

Ching t6i chim chim tim duong vé lu dai, tay siét chat tay. Vy I cling c6 mot Jan chiing t6i khong quan tim dén viéc c6 ai nhin thiy hay nghi gi. Tuyét
dang roi, am dam va amuét, khung canh mila déng u &m mét lan nira hién ra that éma. Toi ngude nhin Matthew trong anh sang nhdp nhoang va lai thay
cha anh trong nhitng duong nét manh me trén gurong niit hay cai cach bo vai anh varon ra vudng wire hién ngang.
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Ngiy ké tlep 14 18 hoi Thanh Nicholas, mit troi chiéu anh sang Ién lop tuyet roi sém trong tuan I nay. LAu dai vui tuoi lén rat nhidu véi thoi tiét dep hon,
cho duivan la Mua Vong, mot khoang thoi gian am dam ctia sam hi va caunguyén. Vira ngimnga khe khe, t6i vira hudéng. dén thur vién dé ly chd sach
gia kim thudt dugc cat gidu an toan ctia minh. Mic dit da mang mdt vai cubn vao phong chung cat mbi ngiy nhung t6i da can than tra lai ching, Hai
ngudi dan ong dang ndi chuyén bén trong can phong ddy séch. sur binh finh ctia Philippe, gin nhu 1 ngit diéu lwoi biéng ma 61 nhén ra duge. Nguoi kia
61 khong quen. Toi ddy canh cira mo ra.

“c6 Ay day roi,” Philippe néi khi t6i bude vao. Ngudi dan ong bén canh quay nguwoi lai va da thit t6i rAm ran nhoi nhoi.

“Ta e 14 tiéng Phap ctia c6 4y khong tot im va tiéng Latin thi con t& hon,” Philippe néi véi vé 4y nay. “Ong c6 ndi dugc tiéng anh khong?”’

“Ciing du,” phu thity kia tra 104 Anh mit 6ng ta quét khip nguoi toi, 1im da t6i ndi gai bc. “co gii ndy ¢6 vé khoe manh, nhung 6 ta khong nén & day,
gitra nhitng ngudi clia ngai, sieur.”

“Bo duoc ¢ 4y thi ta da mimg, 6ng Champier a, nhung cd 4y ching ¢6 1oi nao dé diva can su giup do tir mdt ph thity dong dao. D6 1 Iy do vi sao ta
gtri thu cho 6ng, Lai ddy, Phu nhan Roydon,” Philippe ndi, ra hi¢u cho t6i tién tdi.

Cang toi gan, t0i cang thiy khé chiu hon. khong khi ¢6 cam gidc nght ngat, rm ran nhur ¢6 kién bo cling mot t dong dién chay qua. Toi trong doi mot tiéng
sdmrén boi bau khong khi qua damdéc. Peter Knox da xam chiém tAm tri, con Satu bét ti phéi chiu mdt ndi dau dén lon ¢ La Pierre, nhung ph thiy
ndy thi khéc va tham chi ¢6 phan nguy hiém hon. T6i rao bude nhanh qua vi phép s va nhin Philippe trong sur cam king cau xin o1 giai dap.

“Déy la André Champier,” Philippe noi. “Ong 4y I thy in, dén tir Lyon. C6 I& con da nghe noi vé& ngudi ho hang ciia 6ng dy, ngudi thay thude déng kinh,
20 hdi 61 34 roi xa the gidi nay ma khong bao gio ¢d thé chia sé su thong thai ctia minh vé triét hoc hay y hoc nira.”

“khéng a,” toi thi tham dap. Toi quan sat Philippe, hy vong c6 dugc manh mbi xem 6ng mong doi toi phai m gi. “Con chura timg nghe qua.”

Champier nghiéng dau huréng tmg 1i tin durong tir Philippe. “Tdi chua bao gio biét ngudi ho hang cta minh, sieur a, vi 6ng 4y da chét trude khi t6i ra
doi. Nhung that vinh hanh duoc nghe ngai danh gia cao ve ong Ay.” Vi nguoi tho in nhin it nhét ciing gia hon Philippe t6i hai muroi tubi, nén ong ta hin
phéi biét rang nhitng ngudi nha de Clermont 1 ma ca rong,

“Ong 4y |a mot sinh vién xuét sic vé phép thuat, ciing nhu ong” Ldi binh pham cta Philippe than nhién nhw khong, diéu nay khién cau no6i khong c6 ve
khim nim quy luy. Vi t61 6ng giai thich: “Day la wphuﬂiuytanhannmdenngay sau khi con ti, vi nghii 6ng dy ¢6 thé gitp g1a1 quyét bi 4n quyén ning
phép thuét cta con. Ong Ay n6i da cam nhin duoc strc manh tir con ngay khi van con cach Sept-Tours mdt khoang cach xa.”

“C6 v& nhur ban ning ty nhién da danh lira t6i r0i,” Champier am bam. “Liic nay, khi & ngay bén canh, i thiy ¢6 vé ¢6 dy khong c6 nhidu sirc manh.
Co6 & co ay khong phai Ia phu thity ngurdi anh ma moi ngurdi ban tan & Limoges.”

“Limoges u? tht khac thurong khi tin tirc vé con bé ¢6 thé chu du qua xa va qua nhanh nhu thé. Nhung ta on trdi, ba Roydon I ngudi phy nir anh lang
thang duy nhit ching t6i phai don nhan, thra 6ng Champier.” Hai lim ddng tién ctia Philippe thoang hién ra khi 6ng tur rot cho minh mbt ly ruou.
“Nhitng ngudi Phap song lang thang quiy ray vao thoi diém ndy trong nam ciing d di t6i € r6i, khong ni dén ngudi nrde ngoai tran lan khip noi nira.”

]

“Nhitng cudc chién d3 kéo biét bao nguoi ra khoi t6 Am ctia ho.” mOt bén mit Champier mau xanh, con bén kia mau nau. D6 1a diuhiéu cta nguoi co
khé nng tién tri manh mé. Vi phap sur ndy c6 mdt ngudn sinh Iuc déo dai hap thy strc manh kim rung dong bau khong khi xung quanh ong ta. Theo ban
nang toi i mdt bude tranh ra xa. “C6 phai d6 1 diéu da xay ra véi ba khong, madame?”

“Ai ¢ thé ké hét nhitng diéu khing khiép ma ¢ 4y da chimg kién va 16 thude co chir?” Philippe nhin vai néi. “Vi phu quan d chét mudi ngay trude khi
chiing t6i tim thy ¢6 4y trong mdt ndng trang héo linh. Ba Roydon c6 thé da i nan nhan ctia moi loai da thi.”” Nhan vét cao nién nha de Clermont ciing
¢6 tai ning bia dat cau chuyén cudc doi ngang ngira con trai 6ng hay Christopher Marlowe.

“T6i s& tim hiéu dugc nhimg gi da xay ra. Bua tay cho t61” Thiy t6i chan chir, Champier tr nén non nong mat kién nhan. Chi mt cti bing ngén tay,
canh tay trdi cla t0i da phong vé phia 6ng dy. Hoang sg, lanh 180 va cay déng, con lii cam xtic 4y 40 qua hé thong thin kinh trong t6i khi 6ng ta tom iy
ban tay d6. Ong ta vudt 1ong ban tay t6i, than trong 6t timg ngon tay tra ciru thong tin. Da day toi gidt thot én.

“Da thit c6 4y c6 cho ong biét duoc nhimng bi mét khong?”” Giong Philippe chi ¢6 sir to md hoa nha, nhung mdt thé thit trén cb ong dang giat giét.

“Lan da ctia mot phi thily c6 thé doc nhu mot guén sach.” Champier cau may va dua cac ngdn tay 1én miii minh. Ong ta hit ngiri. Mt cau co. “c ta da
0 qua lau véi manjasang, K¢ nao van thurong uong méu ctia ¢6 ay?”

“D6 a diéu cAm ki, Philippe dap ém i nhur lya. “khong ai trong toan bo ngwoi nha t6i im do mdt giot mau ctia ¢d géi ndy cd, di vi choi dia hay &n dé
song.”

“Manjasang c6 thé doc duroc thng tin trong mau sinh vét mot cach dé dang nhur 61 ¢6 thé doc trén da thit ¢6 ta.” Champier giat canh tay t0i, day ong

tay 4o Ién cao va x¢ soi ddy budc dep d gitr cho tay 4o i nam ngay ngin gon gang trén ¢o tay “Ong thiy chura? Ké ndo d6 da thuong thire co ta. Toi
khong phai 3 ngudi duy nhit mong mudn duge biét nhiéu hon vé ¢ phi thity nguoi anh nay.”

Philippe ciii gin hon dé xem xét khuyu tay bj phoi bay, hoi thé ctia ong phé Ién da toi lnh lanh. Mach d4p bén trong nén thinh thich don dap nhu trong
rén. Philippe sau d6 thi sao? Tai sao cha Matthew khong dung chuyén ndy lai?

“Vét thuong qua cii nén khong phéi c6 ay nhan dugc tai day. Nhu t6i da noi, ¢6 dy méi chi & Saint—Lucien c¢6 mdt tuan I8.”
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Hay suy nghi. Hay song sot. Toi lap di p lai 1o day béo tir Philippe ngiy hom qua.
“Ai da oy mau ctia ¢6?”” Champier can van.

“Do la mot vét thurong do dao,” to1 ngdp nglmg dap. “Toi da tr clra vao minh.” D6 khong phai 101 noi ddi, nhung ciing khong phai toan bo syr that. Toi
caunguyén nit than s&€ cho n6 qua trét lot. Nhung 161 cau nguyén da khong duoc dap lai.

“Ba Roydon dang che gidu t6i diéu gi d6 — va ca voi ngai nita, t6i tin chiic vAy. Toi phai béo céo diéu ndy voi Dai Hoi Dong. Pay i bon phén ctia t6i,
sieur.” Champier nhin Philippe v& mong doi.

“Di nhién r6i,” Philippe thi thao dap lai. “Toi khong dam ngin can bon phén ciia 6ng dau. Toi co thé gitp gi khong?”

“Toi s& Iy am biét on néu ngai giit chit co ta. Ching ta phai tim hiéu sau hon dé biét syr that,” Champier ndi. “Hau nhu cac sinh vat déu thay viée tim
hi€u dicu tra nay that dau don va cho du khong c6 chuyén gi phai giau giem nhung theo ban ning ho van khang cu lai sy dung cham ttr mot phu thiy.”

Philippe kéo ti ra khoi cai ndm siét ctia Champier va thé 16 4n xudng chiéc ghé banh. Ong siét chit mdt ban tay quanh cd t6i, tay kia dat trén dinh dau
t61. “Nhu thé nay ha?”

“Do | mjt y tudmg, sieur.” Champier dtmg phia truée, nhiu my nhin vao trén t0i. “Nhung day a céi gi vy?” Céc ngdn tay ddy day muc vudt nhe lén
tran. Hai ban tay 6ng ta ¢d cam giac giong nhitng con dao mo, toi khdc thut thit va vén clirng nguroi

“Tai sao sy dung cham ciia 6ng lai khién ¢6 iy dau dén thé?” Philippe thic méic.

“Khi viée doc dang tién hanh deu vdy. Hay nghi trong tu nhd mot cai riang dy,” Champier gii thich, nhAc céc ngdn tay 1én dé cho t6i mot thodng gia on
ngin ngii. “Toi s& Ay ra tan gbe 18 céc suy nghi cting nhu bi mét cta ¢6 ta, con hon la dé mic ching thdi rita cay doc. Né dau dén hon nhung khong dé

sot thir gi va s&€ cho ta mit bure tranh 16 rang vé dleu ¢ ta ¢b ging che gidu. Bay chinh Ia loi ich lon nhét ciia phép thuat, ngai thiy khong, cung sur gido
duc tAm dai hoc. Ma phép va céc nghé thuat truyén thdng ma d4m dan ba biét 1 s tho thién, thim chi i mé tin. Con phép thuat ciia t6i B chuén xéc.”

“Cho mdt chut, monsieur. Ong phai bo qué cho su ngu dét ctia t6i. Co phai dng dang ndi cd phi thity ndy s& khong nhd gi vé nhitng diéu 6ng lam hay sur
daudon do Ong gy ra?”

“khong gi ca ngoai trir mjt cam gidc virong VAn ring diél} gido timg c6 gio da miét di.” Cac ngdn tay Champier lai tiép tuc vubt tran toi. Ong ta cau my.
“Nhung dieu nay that ky la. Tai sao mdt manjasang lai d¢ mau cuia hin & day?”

Puogc nhin nudi vao gia toc ciia Philippe I ky trc ma t6i khong dinh dé Champier ¢ dugc. Téi ciing khong mubn ong ta xem xét cac hoi tre vé viée day
hoc ¢ Yale, di Sarah va Em, hay Matthew. Cha me t6i. Céc ngon tay t6i bau chét vao tay vin ghe trong khi mjt ma ca rong gitt du con mt pho thuy
chuan bi kiemké va danh cap di cac y nghi tham kin. Thé nhung ching cé tiéng thi thim tir gié phu thily hay tiéng lach tach ctia fra phu thity xuat hién dé
ctru vién t6i. Stre manh d6 da bién mat hoan toan lang 8.

“Chinh 6ng 1 ngudi da danh du Ién phi thity niy,” Champier lanh nhat néi, 4nh it day vé budc toi.

“Ding thé.” Philippe khong giai thich gi ca.

“Dicu d6 14 vi pham nguyén thc nhét, sieur.” Cac ngon tay ong ta tiép tuc tham do tam tri toi. P6i mit Champier mo 1on vé ban khoan. “Nhung diéu nay
1a khong thé nao. Lamsao c6 ta c¢6 thé la mdt...” Ong ta thd hat ra roi nhin xudng ngwe minh.

mot con dao gam cam vao giita hai xuong suon ctia Chanpier, udi dao ngdp sau trong 16ng ngwre. Cac ngon tay t6i ndm chit iy chudi dao. Khi ong ta
loang quang mudn rit n6 ra, i cang 4n sau hon. Hai dau gdi phap su bét ddu khuy xudng,

“Dé ké d6 di, Diana,” Philippe ra Iénh, véi t6i dé gb tay t6i ra. “Ong ta sip chét rdi, va s& ngi sup. Con khong thé giit duoc trong hrong ctia mdt ngudi
chét daun.”

Nhung t6i khong thé tha con dao gimra dugc. Nguoi dan 6ng ny van con sdng va chimg ndo 6ng ta con thd, Champier van c6 thé Ay di nhing thir 1
cua tol.

mdt grong it tring nhot ctng cap mét den nhur myre hién ra chép nhoang bén bo vai Champier trude khi mot ban tay manh me van cai dAu ong ta vé
modt bén, xurong cling gan cot giy danh rac mdt cai. Matthew vuc vao c6 hong ngudi dan 6ng, udng hét strc minh.

“Con da ¢ dau ha, Matthew?”” Philippe can nhin. “Con phai di chuyén nhanh hon chir. Diana d4 dam truée khi ong ta kip nghi xong”

Trong khi Matthew hit mAu, Thomas ciing Etienne chay xdc vao phong, mt Catrine simg sé‘g bi kéo téi. Bon ho ding lai, bang hoang. Alain va Pierre
lang vang ngoai hanh lang voi 6ng tho rén, Pau Bep, thém hai ngudi linh thurong dung gac 6 cong trude.

“Vous avez bien fait,” Philippe trdn an bon ho. “Gid két thiic roi.”

“Con dinh suy nghi.” Cac ngén tay t6i t& liét, nhung duong nhur van chura thé md ban tay dé tha con dao gimra.
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“Va sdng sét. Con di lm diéu d6 mdt cach dang ngudng mod,” Philippe dap.
“Ong 4y chét rdi a?” Toi ip bp.
Matthew rdi miéng khoi ¢b vi phap su.

‘Tét nhién 101, Philippe n6i. “Cha, ta cho ring ké theo chii nghia Calvin t 6n 40 hon ca nén khong can lo Eing. Chéng biét 6ng ta c6 ké cho ban bé nio
biét rang minh s& t6i day khong nhi?”

“khong hé, theo nhur nhitng gi con c6 thé xac dinh,” Matthew dap. Tir tir mét anh chuyén trds lai miu x4m khi xem xét t6i. “Diana. Tinh yéu ctia anh. Pua
cho anh con dao ggmnao.”

O d4u d6 xa x0i, co tiéng kim loai roi lanh canh trén san nha, theo sau la tiéng roi huych nhe nhang hon ciia c4i xac André Champier. Doi ban tay mat
lanh khoan dung, quen thugc khum Iy cam t6i.

“Ong ta khdm phé dugc diéu gi d6 & Diana khién 6ng ta kinh ngac,” Philippe noi.

“Con da thiy khé nhidu. Nhung ludi dao da t6i tim dng ta truée khi con c6 thé khém phé duoc d6 1 diéu gi.” Matthew nhe nhang kéo t6i vao vong tay
anh. To1 nhu nguoi khong xwong, ching buon phan khang,

“Emkhong. .. khong thé. .. nghi dugc gi, Matthew. Champier sap ly di cac ky tic clia em. .. troc ching tan goc r&. Hoi tre 1a tt ca nhitng gi em ¢6 vé
bd me. Va chuyén gi s& xay ra néu em quén di kién thirc lich sir ctia minh? Lam sao em c6 thé tré vé& nha va day hoc sau d6 duoc?”

“Em da lam mdt viée ding dén.” Matthew quang canh tay qua. Tay kia vong 6m hai vai, ép mdt bén mit t6i ap vao 1ong ngue anh. “Em Ky con dao &
daura thé?”

“Trong tng ctia ta. Con bé héin da trong thy ta it n6 ra tir d6 ngay hom qua,” Philippe dap 101 thay toi.

“Thiy khong. Emda suy nghi dy, ma lionne.” Matthew ap mbi Ién toc toi. “Cai quai quy gi da 16i kéo Champier dén Saint—Lucien vay?”

“Ta da lam d4y,” Philippe tra 1oi.

“Cha ban dimg bon con cho Champier?”” Matthew quay sang cha anh. “Ong ta 1 mdt trong nhitng sinh vit dang bi chi trich nhit mréc Phap day!”

“Ta can phai chéic chin vé con bé, Matthaios. Diana biét qua nhiéu bi mat ctia ching ta. Ta phai biét ring con bé dang tin ciy voi nhitng bi mét do, thim
chi voi ca nguoi ctia n6.” Philippe khong hé nao ming, “Ta khong choi trd mao hiém voi gia dinh minh.”

“Va cha s& ngin Champier lai tru6e khi dng ta danh cip céc ¥ nghi ctia ¢6 4y chir?” Matthew cin viin, anh mét den t6i hon timng gidy.

“Dicu d6 con tiry.”

“Vio diéu gi?”” Matthew bing nd, d6i canh tay anh siét chat quanh toi.

“Néu Champier dén ba ngiy trurde, ta s& khong can thiép vao. Do 1a vin dé gitta cac phu thity va khong dang dé chude réc rdi cho dong tu.”
“Cha s& dé ban doi ctia con ganh chiu hét.”” Ngit diéu trong 161 n6i Matthew boc 16 sir hoai nghi.

“Méi ngay hom qua thoi, viéc can thi€p nhan danh ban doi minh chinh [ trach nhi€ém ctia con. Néu con thit bai khong lam dugc, thi didudo chirng minh
rang 1oi camkeét gitta con voi nang phu thily nay khong phai 1a cai né nén c6.”

“Con hom nay?” Toi hoi.

Philippe quan sat t61 “Hom nay con la con gi ta. Thé nén ta s& khong dé cho sur tAn cong ctia Champier di xa hon nita. Nhung ta khong can thiét phai
lambat ky dieu gi ca, Diana. Con da ty ctru lay minh.”
“D6 14 Iy do cha nhén con lam con gii — bdi vi Champier sdp dén u?” Téi thi thAm hoi.
“khong Con va Matthew da vrot qua mot bai kiém tra trong nha thos va mdt bai khic trong kho ¢6. Viée thé bang méu chi don gian | bude dau tién
trong viéc bién con thanh mot nguoi nha de Clermont thoi. Va gio da dén lie hoan thanh no.” Philippe quay vé phong thai ra ménh kénh chép nhoang, “di
kiém mﬁt linh e, Alain, va bao dan lang t@p hop vé€ nha tho vélo~ thir Bay. Milord s€ lam I€ cu6i, véi sach thanh va linh myc ctling tat ca Saint-Lucien
chirg kién nghi I€ nay. s& khong c6 mdt thiu st nao trong hon Ié nay.”
“Con vira giét mot nguroi dan ong! Pay khong phai lic dé thao luin vé& dam cudi ctia ching con.”
“Chéng nghia Iy gi c4. Cudi giita modt tran tim mau B truyén théng ctia nha de Clermont,” Philippe méinh mé dap. “Ching ta ¢ vé chi I nhiing sinh vét
ket d6i ma 1t nguroi khac thém khat ma théi. Do 1a mdt vu kinh doanh ban thiu.”
“Con. da giét. Ong ta.” Pé dam bao thong diép ctia minh 13 ring, t6i chi vao cai xc nam trén san nha.
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“Alain, Pierre, lam on dem 6ng Champier di. Ong ta dang lim madame phién Iong, Nhitng ngudi con lai c6 qua nhidu viée dé imhon 1 & ddy ngo ngén
nhin ng6 day.” Philippe dgi cho t6i khi chi con ba chiing t6i mai ti€p tuc noi.

“Chity nghe ta cho rd nay, Diana. s& c6 nhiéu cudc doi mét di vi tish yéu clia con va con trai ta. mt s6 s& hy sinh ban than ho. S6 khac s& chét vi phéi
the va chinh con phai la ngudi quySt dinh xem s€ 1 con hay ho hay ai d6 ma con yéu thuong. Vay nén con phai ty hoi chinh minh di€u nay: Aira don chi
mang thi ¢ gi quan trong? Néu con khong lam diéu do, thi Matthew s€ lam. Con tha d€ né mang céi chét ctia Champier trong lwrong tam sao?”

“Di nhién khong phai thé,” t6i voi noi.

“Thé thi Pierre u? Hay Thomas?”’

“Thomas? N6 chi la mdt thing bé thoil”” Toi phan doi.

“Thang bé d6 da hira s€ dimg chén gjita con va ké thu. Con khong thay thir nd ném‘chzflt trong hai ban tay sao? Cai ng bé ¢ phong chung cat day.
Thomas hudng dau kim loai nhon ra lam vii khi. Néu con khong giét Champier thi thang bé s€ xién nd qua rudt 6ng ta ngay khi c6 co hdi dau tién.”
“Ching ta khong phai I thi vat ma 1 nhitng sinh vat vin minh,” toi phan ddi. “Chiing ta dng I& nén n6i vé chuyén nay va dan xép dé khong d6 mau.”
“Ta d4 ting ngdi & ban va ndi chuyén ba gid ién voi mot nguoi dan 6ng — mot vi vua. khong nghi ngd gi con ciing nhiéu nguoi khéc s& coi ong ta | mdt
sinh vat van minh. Cudi budi ndi chuyén gitta chiing ta, 6ng Ay da ra knh cho giét hang nghin nguoi dan 6ng, dan ba va tré nho. Nhitng 1i ndi ciing ¢6 thé
giét ngudi nhu grom dao ddy.”

“cd dy khong quen v6i phong cach hanh dong ctia cha déu, Philippe,” Matthew canh cdo. Philippe khong bao gio Ién giong, cting khong dénh mat thoi
quen diém dam Matthew ¢6 thé giit nhitng ddu hiéu nhan biét riéng, nhung cha anh van phai phu bac nhitng xtic cam sau séc do.

“khong ban luan gi nira ca. Dén thir Bay, con va Matthew s& két hon. Boi vi con i con gii durgc nhin nudi bang 1oi thé méu ciia ta, nén con s& khong chi
két hon nhu mdt tin d Tin Lanh thuln thanh ma con theo mdt phurong thire s& Bm 5 tién, ca céc vi thanh thin cia ta phai kinh hii. Py B co hdi cudi
ctng dé con n6i khong dy, Diana. Néu con phai can nhéc lai va khong con mudn c6 Matthew va cude sdng — ciing céi chét — di kém véi cude hon nhan
nay, thita s€ dé con an toan tré lai nude anh.”

Matthew hoi tranh xa t6i. Du chi I vai centimet, nhung ctr chi d6 ngu ¥ rét nhiéu diéu. Thim chi ngay lic ndy, anh dang dé t6i lwra chon, du da c6 quyét
dinh cho riéng minh tir JAu r6i. Vay day 1a lua chon cua t6i.

“anh s& Ay em chir, Matthew?” Vi t6i da 1 mot ké giét nguoi, cho nén dat cau hoi dy duong nhur 1 diéu ding dan.
Philippe bét ra mot tiéng ho khing khyc vi nin cudi.
“C6, Diana. anh s& Ay em. anh d3 lam rdi, nhung anh rét hanh phiic duoc Bm diéu d6 mot lan nita dé em vui long.”

“Lan d4u tien emda thdy rat méin nguyén roi. Lan nay 1 danh cho cha anh.” Ching thé nio nghi ngoi nhidu hon dén chuyén cudi xin khi na hai chén toi
dang run lay bay con trén san nha thi van day mau.

“Vay I tit ca ching ta d thong nhét. Hay dua Diana vé& phong cd dy. Tot nhat i con bé nén & nguyén d6 cho t6i khi ta chéic chén rang ban bé
Champier khong & gan dau day.” Philippe dirng lai nira chirng trén duong di ra cira. “Con da tim dugc mdt ngudi phu nit xirng dang voi minh day, cting
long can ddm va hy vong c6 thira, Matthaios.”

“Con biét,” Matthew d4p, cam Iy tay toi.

“Ciing phai biét ca diéu nay nita: Con ciing ximg dang voi ¢o dy. Hay thoi hoi han vé cude doi minh di. Va hiy bat dau song cude song ctia chinh minh.”
Ban dang doc truyén Mt Ma Phi: Thizy duoc tai mién phi tai WWw.EbookFull.Net.

Tai mién phi nhidu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.

Chuong 12

L& cudi Philippe kén k& hoach cho chiing t6i kéo dai qua ba ngay fién. Tir thir Sau t6i Chi Nhat, gia nhén trong JAu dai, dén ling va moi ngui céch xa
hang dam duong quanh d6 déu cé dinh liu dén cai ma 6ng khang khang I3 cong viéc nho trong gia dinh.

“da mot thoi gian dai rdi chiing ta khong c6 dam cudi ndo, va miia dong la thoi gian khong miy vui vé trong ca ndm. Chiing ta ng dan lng diéu d6.” Pay
la cach Philippe dep qua mit bén nhing 161 phan d6i ctia ching t6i. Ca PAu Bép ciing kho chiu khi Matthew goi y réng tht khong kha thi khi td chirc
nhing ba budi tiée ting duoc quyét dinh gap 10t vao phut chot thé > ndy trong khi cac kho thirc &n dy trir dang can dan va nhitng ngudi Tin Lanh thyre
hanh tiét d6. Vay 1 c6 mdt cude chién rdi va gior |a Mila Vong, Dau Bép ché gidu. khong con Iy do ndo dé tir chéi tiéc ting ca.
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Vi toan gia trong khong khi himg hure ndo dong ndy, chiing ai quan tim dén su giip d& tir ching t6i ca, nén Matthew va t6i bi bo miic vdi viée clia
minh.

“L& cudi ndy bao gdm nhitng gi thé?” Toi thilc méc khi ca hai ndm trude 1 swdi trong thu vién. T6i dang méc mon qua cudi Matthew ting: mot trong
nhirng chiéc 40 so mi dai trim téi tin dau gdi ciia anh kém mot doi bit tat dai da cii, duoc Matthew khau hai chan lai voi nhau thanh mot thir tira twa nhu
quén legging — trir cai day thit lung va do co gian. Con ¢ mot thir tién than 1 cai thit kung da ban hep dwoc gin nhitng miu dinh bam cii ma Matthew
tim thiy trong chudng ngwra. N6 3 m6n trang phuc d& chiu thoai méi nhét t6i dugc méc ké tir dip Halloween, con Matthew, anh chang gan ddy khong
nhin thdy chén t6i nhiéu im, d bi hit mét tim thin rdi.

“anh khong biét, mon coeur. anh chira bao gi tham dur vao mot dam curdi nao ctia ngudi Hy Lap ¢6 trude day.” Nhing ngon tay Matthew 1an vio chd
hdm noi khoeo chén toi.

“Chéc chén vi linh muc kia s& khong cho phép Philippe kim bt cir diéu gi ¢6 vé ta dao mot cach cong khai nhur thé. Nghi I8 nay thure t& s& phai theo
Thién Chua gido.”

“Gia dinh nay chra bao gior it tir “chéc chan’ va “Philippe” trong ciing mt cau. N6 luén két thiic mit cach toi t&.” Matthew dat nu hon én hong toi.

“It nhéit thi sur kién t0i nay chi I mdt bita yén tiéc thoi. Em déng & ¢6 thé vurot qua dwoce ma khong qué phién néio.” Thé dai mdt hoi, 0i nga diu vao hai
céanh tay. “Cha ctia chii ré ludn chu trong dén bita toi tong duyét. Em cho rang dicu Philippe dang lam co ban ciing giong the.”

Matthew cuoi to. “Hau nhur khong khéc gi ca — p]ién la thuc don con c6 mdn ¢4 trinh nudng vi va mot con cong ma vang. Ngoai ra, Philippe da tim cach
chi dinh ban than 6ng khong chi Ia cha ctia chi 1€ ma con la cha cua ¢ dau nita ma.”

“Em van khong hiéu vi sao ching ta phai im dn ao nhéing xj Ién nhur thé.” Di Sarah va ¢6 Emkhong hé ¢6 budi € chinh thirc néo. Thay vao d6 mdt thanh
vién cao nién trong hdi dong phu thity & Madison chu tri budi ¢ dinh hon. Nhin lai, né khién t6i nhé dén nhiing 101 the nguyén ca hai da trao nhau trude
khi bude vao chuyén du hanh thoi gian: gian di, riéng tu, va nhanh chong két thuc.

“Céc dam cudi khong phai vi loi ich ctia ¢6 dau chi ré. Hau nhu cac cap Vo chdng déu s& méiin nguyén véi viée tur lam nhur ching ta, no6i vai o4, 10i én
duong di traing mat. Bam cudi chi 1a nghi thirc thong qua danh cho cong dong,”” Matthew lan ngira ra, con t6i chong ngudi trén hai khuyu tay.

“N6 chi 2 mot nghi I rdng tuéch.”

“Chéng c6 gl ca.” Matthew nhin mit. “Néu em khong chiu ndi né, em phai néi khong

“khong. Ctr dé Philippe t6 chirc dam cudi ciia ong di. N6 chi hoi. . . qué choang ngop.”

“Hén i emudc di Sarah va Emily & ddy dé chia sé diéu ndy clng ching ta.”

“Néu ¢ ddy, ho s& ngac nhién khi em khong trn di voi anh. Em ndi tiéng 1 ngudi thui thii mot minh ns. Em da timg nghi anh ciing 13 nguoi ¢6 doc co.”

“anh u?” Matthew cudi Ion. “Ngoai trir trén u'uyén hinh hay trong cac bd phim, ma ca rong hiém khi c6 don. Bon anh thich bau ban hon. Tham chi phi
thiy cling dugc, vao Iic can thiet.” anh hon toi dé chirng minh.

“Thé néu hon I& nay dién ra & New Haven, em s& moi nhitng ai?”” Sau mdt lic anh hoi.

“Di Sarah va ¢6 Em, di nhién rdi. Chris ban em.” T6i cin mbi. “Cé thé ca trudng khoa ciia em nita.” Im Bing bao trim,
“Thé thoi sa0?” anh tréng cd vé stmg sot.

“Emkhong c6 nhidu ban beé.” Bon chdn khong yén, t6i dung Ién. “Em nghi ira sép tit rdi.”

Matthew kéo t6i trd lai. “Lira van tdt m. Va gis em c6 rat nhiéu ban bé ho hang roi.”

Nhic dén gia dinh 1 mdt sy md méan i van dang chd doi. Mt ti lo déing nhin t6i c4i th bip phé & cudi girdng. Chiée hdp ciia Marthe duroc gidu trong
do, kep giita nhitng 16p vai lanh sach s&.

“Cé chuyén ching minh cn ban bac.” Pay 14 lic anh 4y dé méic t6i ma khong cit ngang, T6i kéo chiéc hop ra.

“Do 1a cai gi?”” Matthew nhiu may hoi.

“Thao duoc ctia Marthe — nhimg thir ba ding trong mo6n tra ctia minh. Em d tim thdy ching trong phong chung cat.”
“anh thdy rdi. Va em van udng n6 42 Cau hoi tir anh kha lanh nhat.

“Tét nhién khong. Liéu ching minh c6 con hay khong, khong thé nio I quyét dinh ctia mdt minh em duge.” Khi toi mé néip hop ra, mii hwong théo duroc
kho tan vao khong khi.”
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“Cho du Marcus va Miriam da n6i gi hoi & New York, thi cling khong c6 bang chimg néo vé viéc em va anh ¢6 thé sinh con. Tham chi bign phép tranh
thai bang thio duoc nhu thé nay biét dau lai giy tic dung phy,” Matthew d4p lanh ing lanh nhat.

“Vay mit trong nhitng xét nghiém mang tinh khoa hoc ctia anh da tiét 16 rang ching ta ¢6 thé sinh con. Vay anh con muén em udng tra ndy khong?”
“Hon hop ctia Marthe khong héin d4ng tin cay.” Matthew nhin di noi khac.
“Puoc 1di. Cac gidi phap thay thé a gi?”” Toi hoi.

“Tiét ché. Rit ra som. Va con co bao cao su, mic du ching ciing khong an toan lam. Pic biét khong phai i thir sin c6 cho ching ta trong thdi dai nay.”
Matthew n6i ding, Bao cao su thé ky muoi sau duge Iam tir vai lanh, da thude, hodc rudt dong vat.

“Con néu mdt trong cac phuong phap niy dang tin cay thi sao?” syr kién nhn ctia t6i dang thit mong manh.

“Néu... néu... ching ta c6 thé cling nhau thy thai mt dtra tré, d6 s& a phép mau, va vi thé khong ¢6 hinh thirc tranh thai ndo hiéu qua ca.”
“Thoi gian ctia anh & Paris da khong phéi hoan toan udng phi, dit cha anh nghi gi di nita. D6 | cudc tranh cai ximg tim ctia mdt nha thin hoc thoi trung
¢0.” Trude khi o1 kip dong chiec hdp lai, hai ban tay Matthew da phii Ién tay toi.

“Néu chiing ta c6 thé thy thai va néu thir tra nay 6 hiéu qua, anh vin mubn em dé lai chd thao dugc nay & phong chung cat.”

“Cho diranh ¢6 thé truyén con bénh cudng méu sang mdt dira con khéc u?” Toi bude ban thén minh phai théing théin v6i anh, bat chép thc € nhitng loi
I& ndy s& gay ton thuong,

“Ding” Matthew can nhic tung loi trude khi tiép tyc. “Khi anh nghién ctru cdc mau bi tuyét ching va tan it nhin bang chimg trong phong thi nghiém
cho thay ching ta dang chét dan, turong lai dudng nhur thit vo vong, Nhung néu anh phat hién ra du chi mjt nhiém séc thé duy nhét bién doi, hay kham
phé vé mjt hdu dué khong ngo t6i e anh nght t6i mbt dong ddi huyet thong da tuyét ching rdi, cam gide sy hity diét khong thé tranh duoc dang lén. Lic
nay anh cting dang camthdy y nhur thé.” Toi thurdng xuyén gip réc rdi khi Matthew dimg vao vi trf khach quan khoa hoc, nhung lan nay thi khong. anh
don ly chiéc hop tir tay t6i. “Con em thi sa0?”

Toi da ludn cb ging tim hiéu diéu nay tir nhiéu tuan nay, ngay khi Miriam va Marcus xudt hién ¢ nha di Sarah cung voi ket qua xét nghiém DNA cua t6i
va lan dAu tién goi ra van dé con cai. Toi da chic chin vé twong lai ctia minh ciing véi Matthew nhung khong méy chic vé céi tuong lai c6 thé lién doi
nay.

“Emudc g minh 6 thém thoi gian dé quyét dinh.” Cang lic n6 cang tro thanh diép khic thurdng xuyén ctia t0i. “Néu ching ta vén con ¢ thé ky hai mot,
em s€ dung thudc dé tranh thai.”” T61 ngdp ngirng, “Du vay, em ciling khong dam chéc thuoe d6 s& cé tac dung,”
Matthew van chér doi cau tra 10i tir toi.

“Khi em ddm con dao gim ctia Philippe vao Champier, tht ca nhitng gi emco thé nghi t6i 1 ong ta sap lay di y nghi va ky niém ctia minh, va em s& khong
con i con ngudi nhur trude day khi quay lai cude séng hién dai. Nhung néu ching minh ¢6 quay vé vao dung gidy phiit d6 di nita, thi ciing s& khéc moi
ngudi. TAt ca nhing noi ta timg dén, nhimg ngudi da gip, nhitng bi mat minh ciing chia sé¢ — em khong con 1 Diana Bishop trude kia va anh ciing khong
phai 12 Matthew Clairmont d6 nita. mot dira bé tham chi s& thay ddi ching ta nhiéu hon nita.”

“Vay la em mudn trénh thai,”” anh thin trong noi.
“Em khong chic.”

“Thé thi cautra loi ]a ¢6. Néu em khong chiic minh muén kim cha me, thi ching ta phai dimg bét ctr bién phép tranh thai ndo c6 sin.” Giong Matthew
kién quyét. Va cai cam ctia anh cting thét kién nghi.

“Bm rét mudn duoc m me. Nhiéu dén mirc chinh minh phai ngac nhién, néu anh cin biét.” Téi 4n céc ngon tay vao hai bén thai duong, “Em thich y
tudng duge cing anh nudi day mot dira con. Cam gidc that nhanh chong.”

“Nhanh thoi. Vay ching minh s& lamnhu’ngglcanthlet dé gi6i han kha ning ndy cho t¢i khi. .. néu. .. em sin sang. Nhung dimg ddy hy vong ctia em lén

cao qua. Khoa hoc rét 16 rang rdi, Diana. Ma ca rong tai san sinh thong qua viéc hdi sinh, chir khong phai sinh nd. Quan hé ctia chiing ta ¢6 thé khac
nhung chiing ta khong qua diic biét dé dao Ion hang nghin nim sinh vat hoc.”

“Birc tranh dam cudi gia kim thuat & cuén Ashmole 782 — n6 néi vé ching ta. Em biét diéu d6. Va Miriam da ding: bude ké tiép trong qué trinh chuyén
héa ctia thudt gid kim sau hon I€ gitta vang va bac 1a sy thy thai.”

“Thy thai u?” Philippe cét giong I& nhé kéo dai tir ngoai cira. D6i bt ciia dng ko ket kéu khi ong day nguoi qua khung cira rdi tién vao. “khong ¢ ai
tirng nhac dén kha nang d6 ca.”

“Boi vi diéu do 1 khong thé. Con da quan hé vai cée phy nit méu ndng khac va ho chura bao gid mang thai ca. Hinh anh hon I8 hoa hoc c6 18 duge am
chi nhu mét thong di€p, nhur Diana n6i, nhung co hdi d€ hinh trong tuong trung nay trd thanh hién thue 1a rat mong manh.” Matthew lic dau. “Tur trude
den gio, khong manjasang ndo tirng trd thanh cha mdt dara tré theo cach d6 ca.”
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“khong bao gty 13 mdt khoang thoi gian dai, Matthew, nhur ta da n6i voi con i dy. Vé phan khong thé thi, ta budc di trén trai dAt nay Jau hon ca ky trc
ctia loai ngurdi va nhin thiy nhing diéu ma cac thé hé sau nay coi nhe nhur 14 truyén than thoai. da timg c6 thi tn tai cac sinh vat khéc nguoi biét boi nhur
ca dudi bién va sb khac thi str dung mii tén bang tia chép thay vi gido méc. Bon ho gity déu da bién mit, bi thay thé boi nhirg thir m6i me. ‘su thay ddi
chinh I diéu dang tin cay duy nhét trén thé gian nay.””

“Heraclitus,” t6i Am bAm
“Ngudi dan 6ng thong thai nhét,” Philippe n6i, hai long boi toi d nhan ra cau trich dan.

“Céc vi than thich lam ta ngac nhién khi ching ta tré nén tu min. DO 1 mot hinh thire gii tri ua thich ctia ho.” Ong sam soi bd trang phuc khéc thuong
trén ngurdi toi. “Tai sao con lai mic 4o so mi va tat dai ctia Matthew?”

“anh 4y ting con. N6 gin giéng nhimg thir con mac ¢ thoi dai ca minh va Matthew mubn con thiy thoai méai. Con nghi anh 4y da tu khau nhitng cai
chan vao v6i nhau.” T6i xoay nguoi dé trinh dien ca bg trang phuc. “Ai ngt duoc dan ong nha de Clermont lai ¢6 thé xe chi luén kim co chir, chura ndi
t1 viée khau mot duong thang tap nita?”

Philippe nhuéng cip 1ong méy. “Thé con nghi Ysabeau d& may v4 trang phuc bi rach nat mdi khi ching ta tré v& nha tir mt cudc chién u?”
Y nghii Ysabeau dang king 1& khau vé trong khi chd doi nhimg ngudi dan ong ctia ba trd vé khién t6i cudi khiic khich. “tht kho tuong tuong,”

“Ta thdy 1a con biét ba Ay 16 ddy. Néu con quyét tim an méic nhw mdt ciu con trai thi #t nhét hiy miic cai quin tim vao. Néu linh muc ma thiy con, tim
Ong ta s€ ngg dép va nghi lé ngay mai phai hoan lai mat.”

“Nhung con s& khong ra ngoai ma,” t6i nhan nhé noi.

“Ta mubn mang con t6i noi tho' phung cac vi i than ¢6 xura trure khi im dam cudi. khong xa dau,” Philippe néi khi Matthew hit vao mdt hoi dinh phan
nan, “va ta muon ca hai dugc riéng tu, Matthaios.”

“Con s& gip cha & chudng ngwa,” t6i ddng y khong hé chin chir. Chit it thoi gian gitta bau khong khi trong lanh s& cho i co hdi thoai mai thanh tiy diu
6c¢ minh.

O ngoai troi, o1 huong thy cam giac nhoi nhéi ctia bau khong khi gia lanh trén hai ma cung vé thanh binh hiu hét am dam vio mia dong chén ddng qué.
Chang miy chbc Philippe va t6i da 1én t61 mot dinh doi bang phing hon hau hét cac ngon d6i tron quanh Sept—Tours. Mat dét 16n nhdn nhimg hon da
tho ra thut vao gy 4n twong d6i ximg ky quai. Mic dii ¢ xwra va moc um tiim cay ¢di, nhung nhitng hon d4 nay khong phai ty nhién. Ching duoc con
ngudi tao nén.

Philippe quang ngudi xubng ngura, 10i ra hiéu cho 61 lam didu trong tr. Khi t6i da dimg trén dat, ong ndm iy khuyu tay t0i va dan di xuyén qua hai khi
da ky la dé tién vao mot ving dat phu day tuyét ém 4i. Dau vét tir cude song hoang da da lam hong dién mao ¢ xwra clia noi nay — dudng nét hinh trai
tim ctia mong gude mdt chit huou, dau vudt nim mong ciia loai giu, nhitng du chan c6 sy két hop giira hinh tam giac va hinh oval thudc vé loai soi.

“Noindy Ia gi vay?” To6i hoi, giong n6i chim vao tinh ling.

“mot dén tho danh cho Diana ttmg ¢ ddy, tir trén cao nhin ra phia canh rimg va cc thung liing noi bay huou nai thich chay nhay. Nhig nguoi sting kinh
nit than da trong nhidu cay bach linh thiéng dé ching moc Ién cing voi s61 va tong quan sui ban dia.”” Philippe chi vao nhiing cay ¢4t mong manh niu
xanh 14 dtmg canh gic quanh khu vire. “Ta da mudn mang con t6i day vi khi con nho, rét rat xura rdi, trude khita tré thanh mbt manjasang, céc c6 dau
s& t61 mot ngdi dén nhur thé ndy trude 1€ cwdi ctia ho va 1am I hién t& cho nit thin. Khi do, ching ta goi ba ki Arteris.”

“mdt nghi I hién t& u?” Miéng t6i kho khbe. da c6 du mau do roi ma.

“Cho dui chiing ta thay ddi thé nio chang nita, thi viéc nhd vé quéa khir va kinh so'n6 I rat quan trong” Philippe dira cho t6i mdt con dao cling mdt céi
i c6 thir dyng bén trong chuyén dong lanh canh. “Ciing s& khon ngoan néu biét sép dt lai nhitng sai Am cii thanh didu ding dn. Cac nit thin khong
phéi ic ndo ciing thiy hai ong v6i hinh dong ctia bé dudi. Ta mudn chic chén ring Artemis nhan dugc 1& vat ciia ba trude khi con trai ta cudi con vao
ngdy mai. Dao i dé ghim chit toc con. N6 1 biéu turong thdi ky con gai ctia con va 1d mén qué theo phong tuc. Tién 1 biéu turong cho g tri ximg dang
ctia con.” Giong Philippe ha xubng thanh mbt tiéng thi thAm bi n. “Con c6 nhiéu hon nira co, nhung ta ciing phai dé danh mot it cho vi thin cia
Matthew.”

Philippe dan t6i t6i mdt c4i bé turong & trung tam toa kién tric d6 nat nay. mot hang cac loai 1€ vat diit trén d6 — mot con bup bé bang gd, mdt chiée gy
tré con, mdt céi bat thoc udt sting tuyet.

“Con ngac nhién 14 van con c6 ngudi téi day,” toi noi.

“trén khéip nuéc Phép, nhitng ngudi phu nit van nhin gdi chéo mit tring vao dip tring tron. Cac tap quan nhu vay rat khé mit di, diic biét ching gitp
con ngudi vuot qua thoi ky khé khan.”
Philippe tién t6i c4i bé tho dung tam nay. Ong khong cti dau, hay quy gbi, hay lam bét ctr mot déu hiéu quen thude ndo khac thé hién sur ton kinh ddi voi

mot vi than, nhung khi bt du n6i, giong dng khé khang dén ndi t6i phai cing tai ra mi nghe dugc. sy hoa tron ky la giira tiéng Hy Lap va tiéng anh
gitip 61 hiéu nghiia d6i chit. Tuy nhién, muc dich long trong ciia Philippe thi that 16 rang,
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“Artemis Agroteré, nit thy sin limg Ry, Alcides Leontothymos cau xin nguoi don nhin dira tre Diana ndy trong vong tay ngudi. Artemis Lykei€, nit chu
nhin cua bay s6i, xin hily bao vé con bé bang moi gid. Artemiis Patrbia, ni¥ than cta t0 tién ngubn cdi, xin haly ban phude cho con bé bang nhing dira tre
dé dong giong cta con dugc tiép noi.”

Dong gidng cta Philippe. Gioy 61 da | mdt phin trong n, bang hon & ndy ciing nhur bang 11 thé mau.

“Artermis Phosphoros, xin hily mang anh sang thong thai cua ngudi dén cho con bé khi nd chim trong tim tOL Artemis Upis, xin hly doi theo dira tre
tring tén voi nguoi trong sudt cude hanh trinh ctia con bé trén thé giéi nay.” Philippe hoan thanh 1i khin cau va ra hiéu cho tdi tién toi.

Sau khl cAn than dat chiéc tai g:ht'ra nhitng déng xu xuéng canh chiéc giay tré con, t6i dua tay Ién, kéo ra mot lon toc sau gay. Con dao that sic, n6 dé
dang cat di lon toc xoan chi bang mdt nhat duy nhat.

Ching t6i dtng ling 18 trong anh troi chiéu chang vang, mot ludng strc manh quét qua miit d4t ngay bén dudi chan toi. Nit than da & ddy. Trong mot
khéic, t6i co thé turong twong ra ngdi dén nhur nd ting dimg stmg siing noi niy — mo do, lp lanh, nguyén ven. Toi liéc trom sang Philippe. Vi tim da
16ng giu khodc trén vai, ca 6ng tréng ciing giéng sur goi nhé hoang da v& mot thé gioi da mét. Va éng dang chor doi diéu gi do.

mdt con hurou dure v6i bd gac cong viit budc ra tir ring ciy bach rdi dimg yén d6, hoi tho bbe khoi tir hai 16 mili. Vi nhitng budc chan king &, con
huou dyc tién vé phia toi. Poi mét 16n mau ndu ciia n6 day vé thach thire, khi dén di gan t6i c6 thé trong thdy nhitng durdng mép sic bén trén bo gac.
Con hirou ngao man nhin thing vao Philippe va réng én, 1i chao ctia mdt con thit danh cho mdt con thi khéc.

“Sas efharisto”, Philippe nghiém trang n6i, ban tay 6ng dat lén chd trai tim Ong quay sang t6i. “Artemis d& chip nhin mon qua ctia con. Gio ching ta ¢
the diroi”

Matthew vin dang nghe ngéng tiéng c hai trd vé& va chd sin trong san lau dai, gurong mit anh lo ling khi thay chiing t6i phong ngwa t6i.

“Con hly chuan bi sin sang cho bira tiéc 1on,” Philippe déin do I t6i xudng ngwa. “Khach khira ciia ching ta chéing miy chdc & t6i.”

Toi téing cho Matthew thr ma minh hy vong la mit nu cuoi tur tin truée khi di ln Jau. Bong t6i budng xuéng, tiéng On a0 huyén ndo ca cac hoat dong
cho biét lau dai dang day &p nguoi. Chang bao lau Catrine va Jehanne dén gitip t6i sira soan véy 4o. Chlec vy dai ho sdp ra la mon dd dep d& nhit
61 timg mic. Chét vai mau xanh |4 cdy sam lc ndy goi nhé t6i cdy bach canh dén the hon 14 cay nhira rudi duoc dimg trang trf lAu dai nhin dip Mia
Vong, Nhitng chiéc 14 si bac dugc théu trén thin 4o lip lanh dnh nén nhur doi stmg gac ctia chii hurou durc kia bét nhiing tia sang mit trdi ciia budi
hoang hon.

Anh mét cac c0 gai sang 16 e ho hoan thanh. Téi chi co thé thoang nhin méi toc minh (duoc vén kén thanh nhirg lon bim toc xodn) va grong mit nhot
nhat trong tim gurong bac bong Ion ciia Louisa. Nhung nét mit ctia ho biéu dat ring sy bién ddi noi t6i ximg dang véi dam cudi.

“Bien,” Jehanne khe kh& ndi.

Catrine mo cira bang mt dong tac bay budm va nhirg miii théu bang chi bac trén chiéc vay dai bimg sang trong anh dudc tir hanh lang. T6i nin thé' ch
doi phan ing ctia Matthew.

“Jesu oi,” anh thit én, ngd ngang, “Emdep qua, mon coeur.” Matthew cam lAy hai ban tay t6i va ning Ién dé ngim nhin tron ven. “Chiia 1ong lanh, c6
phai em dang mic hai bg tay 4o khong thé?”

“Emnghi 14 ba ddy chi,” toi cudi vang. Toi mdc mit chic 40 16t vai lanh v6i ¢ tay 4o gia bang ren bo sét, hai tay 4o bo chat méu xanh 14 cdy tiép niu
voi thin 4o va chén vay, hai tay 40 bong Ién to turdng bang lua xanh 14 cdy ri xung tir vai t6i, duoc thu gon lai & khuyu tay va c6 tay ao0. Jehanne, nguoi
da dén Paris nim ngoai dé thap ting Louisa, cam doan rang thiet ke nay 1a a la mode.

“Nhung 1am thé nio anh hon em dugc véi tit ca thir ndy chén duong?” Matthew di ngén tay vong quanh ¢6 toi. Chiée ¢6 4o xép nép chia ra ngoai téi ca
chuc centimet, rung lén dap lai.

“Néu anh lamnat nd, Jehanne s& dot quy, mét,” t6i thi thao khi anh cén thin 6m Ay khuon mit t6i trong doi tay minh. c6 Ay da ding mjt dung cu ging
nhur c4i thanh ubn bang sit dé bé cong ca mét vai lanh thanh hinh dang tim cudn xoan diém dta. Cong viée d6 am mét hang gio dong hd.

“Dlmg so nhé. anh 1 bac stma.” Matthew cti xubng 4p miéng anh Ién miéng t6i. “Dy, khong bi ci ¢d 40 xép lam phién.”
Alain khé héng giong. “Ho dang doi hai vi ddy a.”

“Matthew,” t0i ndi, tom ly tay anh, “em can phai n6i véi anh mdt chuyén.”

anh ra hiéu cho Alain dé ching t6i lai riéng tur trong day hanh lang.

“Chuyén gi thé?”” anh but rit hoi.

“Em da sai Catrine t6i phong chung cét dé bo di chd théo duge ciia Marthe.” DAy  mot bude tién Ion, khong dimg lai ¢ diéu ma t6i da mang theo vao
kho hoa bia d¢ dua ca hai toi day.

“Em chéc chén chir?”
https://thuviensach.vn



“Em chiic chiin,” t6i dap, nhd t6i nhirg 1i cia Philippe noi dén tho.

Chung t6i tién vao sanh, tiéng thi thAm cung nhiéu cai hec mat nhin doc hai bén 16i di chao don ching t6i. su thay d6i trong dang vé bé ngoai ciia t6i da
duoc ngudi ta dé y thiy, nhitng cai gat dau nhu ndi ring cudi cling tdi trong ciing giong mdt ngudi ximg doi s& két hon voi milord cta ho.

“Ho déy r0i,” Philippe Ion tiéng tir chiéc ban throng I¢ ctia gia dinh. C6 ai d6 bt dau v tay va nhanh chong lan truyén rung chuyén cé sanh dudng Nu
cuoi trén grong mit Matthew ban dau dé dat nhung khi ti€ng 6n ao tang thém, n6 rong md thanh nu cudi toe toét hanh dién.

Ching t6i ngdi vao vi tri danh dyr hai bén Philippe, sau d6 ong tuyén bd cho mang mon dau tién va am nhac ciing bat dau ndi lén. Téi duwoc moi ném mbi
thir mot phém nho do Béu Bép chuin bi. C6 dén hang ta dia cac mon an: stp ]ambémg dau hoi, c4 chinh nuréng vi, bot dau Bing nghién thom ngon, ca
tuyét bién trong nudc sbt toi, va ca mot con ca boi qua bién nurde cam ting durong sén sét, voi nhimg nhanh hoa oéi i huong kém huong thao dong vai cac
loai cay dudi nude. Philippe giai thich rang thure don nay la de tai ctia nhimg cude thuong lrong néng bong gitra Péu Bép va ngii linh muc ctia ling. Sau
khi trao ddi v6i vaisir gi, hai bén cudi cling d4 thdng nhét ring bita tic tdi nay s& t6n trong triét dé ché do an chay ngay thir Sau cAm thit, sira va pho
mét, trong khi yén tiéc ngay mai s& k1 mot khiic phong ting—khongkiém-git—ngin—cm

Pé thich hop véi chii ré, khiu phén n ctia Matthew ¢6 phén nhan dao hon t6i — cbéng can thiét nhwr vay, vi anh Ay ¢6 an g dau va ubng rét it. Canh dan
ong & may ban ké bén tréu dua anh nén dé danh strc manh vao nhitng thir thach sap téi.

Pén liic ruou vang thom limg bit dau chdy tran va mon qué hach thom ngon gion tan im bang qué 6¢ chd cling mit ong duoe truyén di doc cac ban, thi
nhimng 10 binh lun tir bon ho da hét sirc thd tyc va 101 ddp tra cia Matthew thi nhu ¢6 gai. Déng mirng I hau hot 101 nhao bang hay khuyén bao cua ho
duoc thot ra bang nhitng ngdn ngir t6i hoan toan chang hiéu, nhung du thé Philippe thinh thoang lai dung tay bit hai I tai toi.

Trai tim t0i nhe nhom khi tiéng cudi cing tiéng nhac dang Ién. T6i nay, Matthew trong khong gléng mit chang nma ca rong-mit-nghin-nam-tram-tudi ma
giong nhur moi chi 1€ vao bubi t6i trude dam cudi cua minh: bén Ién, vui vé, hoi bon chon lo king. Déy la nguoi dan Ong ti yéu. Va tréi tim toi nhur ngirmg
nhip trong thoang choc moi khi anh mét dam duoi cta anh chiéu [én minh.

Ca hat vang Ién khi Péu Bép phuc vu ot ruou cudi cling, keo thi 14 va hat bach dau khéu. mdt ngudi dan 6 ong o cudi sanh cét tleng hat bang chit giong
trdm sau, nhiing nguoi xung quanh cling bat lién theo giai diéu & 4y. Ngay sau d6 moi ngudi ciing hoa nhip, tiéng gidm chan va vo tay Ion dén ndi khong thé
nghe thiy céc nhac cong c6 ging mot cach tuyét vong dé bit kip theo ho.

Trong khi khach khira ban nghi ra bai ht moi, Philippe di nhiéu vong, chao hoi timg ngwoi. Ong tung himg nhiing dira bé 1én khong trung, hoi han v& bay
gia stc va lang nghe cham chu trong khi cac bo Ao ké 1€ vé con dau nhire ctia ho.

“Nhin 6ng ma xem,” Matthew ¥ vi thAm trudng ni, cam ly tay toi. “Lam sao Philippe c6 thé khién moi ngudi cam thiy ho 1 vi khach quan trong nhit
trong can phong nay duoc nhi?”’

“anh ndi cho emdi,” t0i cuoi dap. Khi Matthew nhin ¢6 vé ling ting, t6i lic Fic dau. “Matthew, anh chinh xc ciing y nhur thé. Tt ca nhitng gi anh can
lamdé dicu khién ca mdt can phong day ngudi la hoa nhap vao do.”

“Néu em mudn mdt ngudi anh himg nhur Philippe, em s& that vong vé anh ddy,” Matthew noi.

T6i ndng khu6n mit anh trong hai ban tay minh. “Vi mon qua cwdi clia anh, em ude gl minh ¢6 mdt cau than chii ¢6 thé khién anh nhin nhan ban than nhu
moi ngudi khéc van nhin.”

“Nhirng gi phan chiéu trong it em, anh trong cling hét vay thoi. C6 I& hoi bon chén‘lo ]z'mg, theo nhur Guillaume vira chia sé vé& ham mudn xac thit ctia
phu nit 16n tu6i,” Matthew duia gidn, c6 gang danh lac lhurdng toi. Nhung t61 khong hé méc Iira.

“Néu anh khong trong théty mot vi thia finh, vély I anh khong nhin mdt cach can than roi.” Mt ching ti gin sét dén mitc t6i c6 thé ngiri thy gia vi trong
hoi th ctia anh. khong nghi ngoi gi, 161 kéo anh vé phia minh. Philippe da c0 gang néi voi Matthew rang anh x(ing dang duoc yéu. C6 1& ny hon nay s&
cang thuyet phuc hon.

O phia xa, t6i nghe thiy tiéng ho reo va thém nhiéu tiéng vd tay nita. Sau do c6 ca tiéng giam chan.

“Hay dé cho co gai mong cho didu g d6 vao ngay mai, Matthaios, néu khong c6 dy co thé khong gip con & nha tho dau!” Philippe néi vong sang, kéo
theo mdt trang cudi 0 Ién tir ddm dong. Matthew va t6i tach ra trong vé nguong ngting hanh phtc. T6i dua mit tim kiém khap sanh va thay cha Matthew
0 bén canh 10 suoi, dang so diy dan mdt nhac cu c6 bay day. Matthew bao véi t6i d6 1a dan kithara. mdt sy im ling mong doi bao triim ca gian phong.
“Khi ta con nhd, thurong c6 nhitng céu chuyén ké cudi mdi bira tige nhur thé ndy, nhimg cau chuyén vé cac vi anh hing va nhitng chién binh vi dai.”
Philippe gay day dan, tao nén chudi &m thanh ém ai. “Va ciling nhu tat ca canh dan 6ng, nhiing vi anh hing cling roi vao ludi tinh.”

Tiéng dan ctia 6ng tiép tuc tinh tang, ru ngudi nghe cudn vao nhip diéu cu chuyén.

“mdt ngudi anh hing véi méi toc den va doi mét mau xanh 14 tén 1 Peleus da roi khoi qué huong dé tim kiém van may cho minh. D6 1 mdt noi rit giéng
Saint-Lucien, an minh trong nhitng rang nii, nhung Peleus tir iu da mo vé bién ca va nhirg chuyén phiéu luu ma chang ta c6 the tréi qua ¢ nhimg ving
dat xa la. Chang tap hop dm bang hitu ctia minh lai, va ho cing chu du qua cac dai duong cua thé gioi. Ngay no, ho dén mit hon ddo ndi tieng boi
nhitng ngudi phy nit xinh dep ¢6 phép thuit quyén nang,” Matthew va t6i trao d6i nhitng cai nhin that dai. Giong n6i tram am ctia Philippe ngén lén:
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Hanh phtic hon ca d6 I thoi dai danh cho dang may rau

Dé gity day thirong yéu mong moi! Cac ngii — nhitng anh hing,

Dong doi cua than thanh trong thoi dai bac, xin hily ban an cho con

Khi con goi cc ngai ic niy bang bai ca mau nhiém ctia con.

Ca can phong bi théi mién boi giong hat trim bdng than tién cta Philippe.

“O noi d6, Peleus lan d4u tién trong thiy Thetis, con gai ctia Neereus, vi thin bién ca, nguoi khong bao gid néi dbi va nhin théy dugc tuong lai. Tir cha
minh, Thetis ¢6 duoc kha nang tién tri va co thé viin minh bién hinh tir nhitng con nurée dang di chuyén cho dén ngon Iira song dong roi dén khong khi.
Mic dii Thetis rat xinh dep, nhung khéng ai xin curdi nang m vo ¢4, vi mdt 10i sdm tién tri réng con trai ning s& c6 strc manh hon ca cha ctia né.

Peleus da yéu Thetis bat chdp 1o tién tri kia. Nhung dé cu¢i mdt ngudi phu nit nhur thé, chang phéi c6 da diing cam dé gt chéit Thetis mdi khi nng bién
doi. Peleus mang Thetis roi hon dao va dm chét lay nang vao trdi tim minh trong khi nang bién doi tir mwde thanh Iira, thanh méing xa, roi thanh su tir. Khi
Thetis trd lai thanh mdt nguoi dan ba, chang dua nang vé qué hurong va hai ngurdi cudi nhau.”

“Thé con dira tré? Co phai con trai ciia Thetis da tiéu diét Peleus nhur diém bao tién tri khong?” mdt phu nit thi thAm hoi khi Philippe chim vao im king,
céac ngdn tay 6ng van hrdt tao nén nhitng ndt nhac tir cay dan kithara.

“Con trai ctia Peleus va Thetis 1a mdt anh hing vi dai, mot chién binh duoe ban phude ca khi sdng 1an khi chét, tén goi Achilles.” Philippe mim cudi véi
nguoi phy nit ng. “Nhung d6 13 cau chuyén danh cho mdt buodi toi khac.”

Toi mimg vi cha anh khong trong thudt ti mi ca dam cudi do va cude chién thanh Trojan nd ra nhu thé ‘nao. Va t6i thdm chi con mimng hon 1 6ng khong
tiép tuc ké cau chuyén vé thoi tré ctia Achilles: nhitng bia chi Kkhing khiép ma me chang da ding dé cb ging khién cho chang thanh bét tir nhu ba hay
con cudng nd khong thé kiém soét durgc — i nguyén nhan khién ching ta gip ric r6i hon nhiéu so vai cai got chan khong duge bao vé ndi tiéng ctia
minh.

“Chi 12 m6t cau chuyén thdi ma,” Matthew thi thAm ndi, cam nhan dugc sy khong thoai mai ctia toi.

Nhung n6 14 nhitng cau chuyén duoc cac sinh vét ké di ké lai, hét lan ndy t6i lin khac ma khong blet chiing ¢6 y nghiia g, d6 lai thudng i diéu quan trong
nhét, ciing nhur céc nghi thirc vé danh dur, hon nhén va gia dinh d4 dn mon thoi gian mi nguoi doi t chire mdt cach trang trong thiéng liéng nhét cho du
ho thudng cd vé nhu thd o voi chung,

“Ngay mai la mit ngdy quan trong, ngay mi tit ca ching ta déu mong ngong,” Philippe dumg ddy, cay dan kithara cam trong tay. “Theo tuc 18 ¢6 dau va
chi ré phai tach riéng cho téi lé cudi.”

Py lai la mot nghi thirc khéc: thoi khéic trang trong cudi ciing clia sy chia tach duoc tiép ndi bang mot cude séng chung huéng cing nhau.

“Tuy nhién, c6 dau c tl}é tang cho chii ré mot ky vat tinh yéu dé dam bao anh ta khong quén c6 dau ctia minh trong subt nhing gid> ¢ don qua dém
d6,” Philippe n6i, hai mét lap lanh tinh quai.

Matthew va t6i ding ddy. Toi vubt xudi vay minh, sy chiy cua t0i don ca 1én chiéc 40 chén ngoai clia anh. Toi nhan thiy duong may rat dep, nho xiu va
déu dan. Nhitng 1ngon tay diu dang ning cam t6i 1én, t6i lac hdn vao trd choi gitra nhiing dudng cong mémmai va cac goc canh sic nét tao nén khuodn
mit Matthew. Tét ca cam giac vé budi Ié déu bién mét khi ching t6i ¢&m dudi nhin nhau. Chiing t6i dimg gitta sanh duong va khach khira du dam cud,
ny hon ndy 13 mt cau than chii mang ca hai vao mot thé gi6i than mét ciia riéng minh.

“anh s& gip em vao chiéu mai,” Matthew thi tham trén mdi toi khi ching t6i tich ra.

“Ems& | ngudi sau tAm mang d(’).”Hﬁu hét cac ¢o dau o thé ky mudi sau khong deo mang, nhung ching 1 mdt mon trang phuc ¢b xua, va Philippe néi
khong c6 c6 con gai ndo ctia 6ng dén nha thd ma thi€u nod ca.

“anh s€ nhanra em & bét ctt noi dav,” anh dap, mim cudi rang & vdi toi, “dui cé mang hay khong.”

Anh miit Matthew khong hé dao dong trong khi Alain ho t5ng t6i rdi khoi phong. Téi cam thiy sur dung cham ctia ching, miat lanh ma khong chop mét,
that 1au sau khi t6i 161 khdi sanh duong,

Ngay hom sau, Catrine va Jehanne im éng kh& khang dén ndi t6i ngii mit mach qua ca lic ho lam nhirng cong viée vat thuong ngay vao budi sang. Mt
troi da 1én cao khi ho kéo man trudng che quanh chi€e girong va thong bao da dén gio t6i day tamria.

mot doan phu nir v6i binh dymg nude diéu hanh vao phong toi, tan chuyén lién thanh nhur dai bac va do day mdt cai bon tm Ion bang dong ma toi nghi
ngo von thuong dugce dimg dé am ruou | vang hodc ruou tao. Nhung nurée dang chay vao bon thit néng va cai chau lon bing dong van con giit duoc vé
4m p ryc & kia, nén t6i ching budn thic nic nita. Toi ngdly ngit chim hin nguoi xubng dudi mét nude.

Nhing ngudi phu it dé méic cho t0i ngdm minh, va toi nhdn ra vai thir do ding c4 nhan ctia minh — nhing cudn sach, gidy ghi chép viét vé thuat gia kim
va vai cum tir tiéng Occitan — da bicn mat. Ca chi€c ti bip phé dai thap dung quan do cling the. Khi t61 hoi Catrine, ¢6 ay giai thich rang moi thir da
duoc di chuyén dén day phong ngti ctia milord & phia mit bén kia lau dai.
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T61 khong con 1a con gai ctia Philippe nita, ma [a vo ctia Matthew r6i. Tai san cua t0i theo d6 da duoc di chuyén.

Catrine va Jehanne tin tinh dua t6i ra khoi bon tamva lau kho nguoi ding lic ddng hd diémmot tiéng. Giam sét nd e cong viée cta ho i Marie, co
tho may gioi nhét Saint—Lucien, dén dé hoan thanh ndt cac chi tiét cudi cling trong cong viée ctia minh. Nhing déng gép cho viée hoan thanh chiéc vay
cudi ndy — do ngudi tho may cuia lang, dng Beaufils 1am ra — khong dugc cong nhan.

Cong bang mé n6i vé Marie, La Robe (t6i nghi 4n turong chung ctia minh khong chi & tiéng Phép, ma luon I nhimg chit cai viét hoa) thit dep mit. Lam
sa0 c0 4y ¢ thé hoan thanh no trong khoang thoi gian ngan nhu thé thi con 1a diéu bi mat, du t6i ngd |a moi phu ni¥ trong ving lan cén déu da déng £op it
nhét 1 mdt miii khau vao d6. Trude khi Philippe tuyén bb i s& két hon, ké hoach nay von chi la mit chiéc vay don gian bang lya mau xam den néng né.
Toi da khing khing yéu cau mot cip tay 4o, khong phal 13 hai, va mot duong ¢d cao dé phong tiét troi mia dong. khong can phai qua ric r6i voi viée
théu thia, t61 da bao Marie thé. Toi ciing tir chdi sy hd tro ciia chiée 1dng vay phong thai qua nhim gitip xoe rong chan vay ra moi phia.

Marie da van dung moi quyén uy ctia minh trong viéc hiéu Am va sang tao nhim thay d6i thiét ké ban dau ciia t6i that Jau trude khi Philippe néi cho c6 ta
biét chiéc vay s€ duoc mic ¢ dau va vao dip ndo. Sau d6 thi khong gi kiem giit duge ngudi phy nit ndy lai nita.

“Marie, La Robe est belle,” ti bao ¢ ta, chi vao chét hua théu niing né. Cach dicu sumg dé két hoa qua, biéu turong quen thudc ctia sy tri phit doi dao
va sinh s6i ndy no, dugc théu khép noi bang chi vang, den hay méu hoa hong No hoa hong va nhitng nhanh la di kem cac chiéc stmg day hoa, trong khi
nhitng dai théu vién theo mép ca hai dng tay do. Cing nhiéu dai théu nhu thé trang trf vién than trén a0  trong nén udn hron ctia nhing hinh cudn, mat
tring va cac visao. trén hai vai, mot hang vién hinh vudng goi i pickadil bi che khuit dudi ding ten noi tay voi thin do. Bit chap Joat trang trf cAu ki ti mi
nay, nhitng dudng cong tao nhd trén than vay vira khit mjt cach hoan hao, con mong uée cua tdi Vvé cai 1ong vay phong it nhdt da dugc ton trong. Chin
vay ddy dan, nhung do khdi krong vai chir khong vi bét cir dung cu kim loai ndo. Thir duy nhét t6i niic bén dudi vay 16t dai la cai miéng don kiéu banh
ran vong ndm trén hong t6i va doi tat lya dai.

“N6 ¢6 dang vé manh . Rt don gian.” Marie cam doan véi ti, kéo manh phin déy ciia than 40 dé gitip né nim thing thém hon.

Khi méi téc t6i gin durgc am xong thi ¢ tiéng g6 cira. Catrine lao tdi mo cira, xoay nguoc chiée gio dung khén tim trén duong di ra.

D6 14 Philippe, trong rét tuyét vi trong bd canh mau ndu sdm, cing v6i Alain dimg phia sau ong. Cha ctia Matthew nhin chong choc stmg sbt.
Diana?” Giong Philippe nghe c¢6 vé khong chéc chén.

“Githéa? Co gl khong 6n sa0?” T6i nhin bao quét khip chiéc vay dai ctia minh va lo Eing v nhe én méi toc. “Chiing ta khong c6 chiéc gwong ndo du
16n dé con nhin ca. .

“Con that xinh dep, va anh mét ctia Matthew khi né trong thiy con s& cho con biét diéu nay tot hon bét ctr chiéc gurong ndo,” Philippe n6i chic nich.
“Con cha thi c6 mot chiéc rdi bang bac, Philippe de Clermont a,” t6i cudi dap. “Cha c6 viée gi can con sao?”’

“Ta Qén dé tang qua cudi” Philippe dua tay ra va Alain &t mot ti nhung 16n vao 1ong ban tay 6ng. “khong c6 thoi gian dé lam thir gi ca, ta e 1a thé. Pay
la miy mdn cua gia dinh.”

Ong d6 nhitng thir trong tdi ra tay. mdt ludng sang va anh kira 4o ra: ving, kim cwong, sapphire. Toi tho hit. Nhung van con nhiéu bau vt hon gidu bén
trong l6p nhung, bao gdm ca mdt sgi ddy ngoc trai, vai hinh trang ludi liém dinh da opal, va dau mdt miii t€n bang vang hinh dang khac la, cac duong
mép ctia n6 da bi lam mém di theo thoi gian.

“Chiing dé lam gi a?” T6i ban khoan hoi.

“Tat nhién 1 dé cho con deo 10i,” Philippe néi, bum miéng cudi. “Soi day chuyén nay la cla ta, nhung khi trong thay chiéc vay dai cia Marie, ta nghi kim
cuong mau vang va da sapphire trong s& khong b lac 1ong. Kiéu déng c6 xua, va mdt s nguoi c6 thé n6ind qua nam tinh dbi voi mdt ¢b dau, nhung soi
day chuyén chudi nay s& vira viin voi con. Nguyén ban c6 mit cdy thanh gié treo & chinh giia, nhung ta nghii con c6 thé thich treo mdt i tén thay vao
d6 hon.”

“Con khong nhAn ra nhirng bong hoa nay.” Nhimg ny hoa moi hé miu vang minh mai goi cho t6i nho dén loi lan Nam Phi, ching duoc xen k& voi
nhitng bong hué tay bang vang vién ngoai boi nhitng vién sapphire.

“Planta genista. Nguwdi anh goi n6 14 hoa dau chdi. Nguoi nhi Angevins da ding nd kim biéu tuong trén gia huy cta ho.”

Ong 4m chi nhitng ngudi nha Plantagenet: gia dinh hoang toc quyén lwc nhét trong lich sir nuréc anh. Nhitng ngudi nha Plantagenet da mo rong tu vién
Westminster, nhugng bd cac nam tudc va ky Pai Hién Chuong, thanh lap Nghi vién, va h6 tro thanh I8p cac trudong dai hoc Oxford hay Cambridge.
Nhirng nguoi thong tri nha Plantagenet da chién d4u trong Cude Thap Ty Chinh va trai qua Cude Chién Tram Nam v6i mrde Phap. mot trong s6 ho da
tang soi ddy chuyén nay cho Philippe nhur mot ddu hiéu ctia 4n hué hoang gia. khong gi khac c6 thé Iy giai cho vé Iong By nay.

“Philippe, con khong thé ndo. ..”” Nhitng 16i phéan giéi ctia t6i ngung lai khi ong chuyén cac trang strc khac cho Catrine va choang soi day chuyén qua dau

t01. Ngudi phy nit ngdy ngudi nhin dp lai t6i tir tim grong dmu khong con la mot str gia thoi hién dai nita, chang khac gi Matthew timg la mot nha khoa

hoc hién dai ca. “Oi,” t6i thdt Ién trong kinh ngac.

“thét phi thudng,” dng tan dong, Mt 6ng xju di vé tiée nudi. “Ta wdc gi Ysabeau c6 thé & ddy dé nhin thiy con nhu thé nay, va chimg kién hanh phuc
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cua Matthew.”

“mdt ngy ndo d6, con s& ké cho me moi chuyén,” t6i kh& hira, don ly anh nhin mé mai ctia 6ng trong grrong khi Catrine bude chat mili tén vao phia
trude soi day chuyén va deo chudi ngoc trai qua méi toc ti. “Con ciing s& gitt can than s trang strc ndy t6i nay, va dam béao ching trd lai voi cha vao
sang mai.”

“Nhitng thir nay gio' thude vé con, Diana, lién quan dén nhitng viéc con s& phai m Nhur thir nay ndy.” Philippe kéo mdt chiéc tii khac tir thit heng ctia
ong 16i dua n6 cho 6, mot chiéc tii da bén chic.

N0 that nang. Rét nang,

“Phy nit trong gia dinh nay tur diéu hanh tai chinh ctia ho. Ysabeau khing khéing diéu do. Tat ca tién xu trong ddy déu I tién ciia anh hodc Phap. Ching
khong c6 gia tri bang dong ducat ctia Venice, nhung s€ bét phien phire hon khi con ti€u chiing. Néu con can thémnita, chi phai hoi Walter hoac ai d6
trong dong tu.”

Khi t6i dén Phap, t61 hoan toan phy thudc vao Matthew. Trong vong chi hon mit tuan 18, t6i da hoc duoc cach tu chy, trd chuyén, diéu hanh gia vu va
chung cat rugu con. Gio 01 da c6 tai san riéng cta minh, va Philippe de Clermont da tuyén bo cong khai t6i Ia con gai 6ng.

“Camon cha, vi tit ca nhimg diéu ny,” toi kh& dap. “Con da khong nghi cha mudn con 1 con dau dau.”

“Co I& ban du thi khong, Nhung nhitng 1o gia ciing c6 thé doi y ma.” Philippe toét miéng curdi troi. “Va ta luon luon ¢6 duge thir ta mudn vao phit
cudi clng,”

Bém phy nit boc t6i trong chiéc 4o choang khong tay. Dé két thiic, Catrine va Jehanne con tha mot tAm Iya mong tang trim qua dAu rdi ghim n6 vao toc
t01 bang nhitng vang tring hrdi liem da opal, ching c6 nhi€u chan gai bam chac ¢ nit sau.

Thomas va Etienne, gios tw coi bén than B céc vé s riéng ctia t6i, dan dau chay trude xuyén qua lu dai dé loan béo ching tdi dang dén béng am hrong
phdi cao nhat. Tat ca nhanh chong tao thanh mot doan rudc, di chuyén dudi anh chiéu ta hirdng ve phia nha tho. Ai d6 han da co mit tit trén thap
chudng nén ngay khi thay ching t6i, nhiing chiéc chudng bat dau rung Ién ngan nga.

Toi loang choang khi dén noi. Cé ling da tu tip bén ngoai ctra nha th, cing voi v linh myc. Toi dua mit tim kiém Matthew va thiy anh dang dtmg noi
béc cao nhat trén bac thém ngin. Qua 16p khén voan trong subt, toi c6 thé cam thiy duoc sur quan tim ctia anh. Giong nhur mit troi va mit tring, vao
lic nay day chung t6i chiang lién quan gi t6i thoi gian, khoang cach, hay su khac biét. Quan trong Ia vi tri ctia ¢ hai trong xtrng voi nhau.

Toi ndng vay tién t6i bén anh. Leo nhitng bic thang ngiin ngii ma ¢6 cam giac nhur vo tan. CO phéi thoi gian déu cur xtr dang ghét nhur thé nay véi tit ca
cac cd dau khong, t6i tur hoi, hay Ia chi voi cac phu thity thoi?

Vi linh muc cudi rang 1 voi toi tir canh cira nha thd nhung khong hé t6 vé gi cho phép chiing t6i vio bén trong. Ong ta cam chit mdt cudn sach bang hai
ban tay nhung khong mod né ra. T6i cau may boi roi.

“On ca chir, mon coeur?”” Matthew thi thAm hoi.
“Ching minh s& khong vao bén trong a?”

“Céc hon € dién ra & bén ngoai canh cira nha ther d¢ trénh nhitng cudc tranh chap dam méu, sau d6 nghi K s& lai dién ra nhu binh thuong, Chiing ta ¢
{hé ta on Chiia |y khong c6 mbt trén biio fuyét.”

“Commencez!” Vi linh myc ra Enh, git du v6i Matthew.

Toan bd vai trd cua t0i trong bu01 18 13 thdt ra bay tir. Matthew chiu trach nhiém v6i muoi lam tir. Philippe da thong tin cho i linh myc biét ring ching t6i
sau do s¢ ap lai loi thé bang tiéng anh, boi vi quan trong la ¢6 dau phai hiéu mbt cach dy du nhitng gi ¢6 4y dang hira hen. Viéc nay khién cho tong
cong sb tir can thiét dé ching t6i trd thanh vo chdng 1én t6i ném muroi hai tir.

“Maintenant!” Vi linh myc dang run iy by va mubn an bia t6i ciia 6ng ta rdi.

“Je, Matthew, donne‘ mon corps a toi, Diana, en loyal marriage.” Matthew cAm léy tay toi. “T6i, Matthew, xin dang tang than thé ndy cho em, Diana,
trong doi song vo chong chung thity.”

“Et je le recois,” t6i dap. “Em xin don nhan.”
Ching t6i d di dwoc nira dudng roi. Toi hit vao mdt hoi that sau va tiép tuc.

“Je, Diana, donne mon corps a toi, Matthew.” Phin khé khin da qua, t6i nhanh chéng néi 1o cudi cung ctia minh. “T6i, Diana, xin dang ting thin thé nay
cho anh, Matthew.”

“Et je le regois, avec joie.” Matthew vén tim khin voan qua dau t6i. “Va anh don nhén nd, v6i niém han hoan hanh phuc.”

“Nhitng o1 d6 khong ding,” t6i gay git noi. Toi da ghi nhd 10 thé va khong hé c6 cum tir “avec joie” & chd ndo trong do ca.
https://thuviensach.vn



“Thé Ia ding rdi,”” Matthew khing khing, cti gin lai.

Ching t0i da két hon theo tuc I clia ma ca rong khi két doi va mdt lan nira theo lut 1¢ doi thuong lic Matthew deo chiée nhan cia Ysabeau vao ngon
tay t61 & Madison. Bay gio ching t6i cudi lan thit ba.

Nhimng gi dién ra sau d6 déu mo nhat khong rd. mot hang duéc dai doc theo durong di b nguoc n ddi bao quanh boi nhidu i chiic tung tot nh. Bita
tiée linh dinh cua Dau Bep da duoc bay san, moi ngurdi bi cuon vao bau khong khi héng hai ndo nhiét. Matthew va t6i ngbi riéng ¢ ban gia dinh, trong khi
Philippe di loanh quanh dé cung cap ruou va dam bao I tré co duogc phan chia bing nhau mon thit tho rimg xién nuréng kem phd mai chién. Thinh
thoang 6ng lai ném vé phia ching t6i mdt cai nhin hiinh dién ty hao, nhur thé ching t6i da giét duge nhitng con rong hung dit vao chiéu hom do.

“Ta khéng bao gid nghil minh s& duoc thiy ngay nay,” Philippe n6i véi Matthew khi ong dat mot lat banh tart trimg sita trude it ching toi.

Bita tiéc dudng nhur dang thoai trao khi ¢4m dan 6ng bét du déy ban ghé sang hai bén canh ciia sanh dudng, Tiéng sao va tiéng trong vang Ién tir khu
ban cong danh cho ban nhac hat rong phia trén cao.

“Theo truyén thdng, diéu vii dau tién thube vé b ctia c6 dau,” Philippe ctii dau chio lich sw. Ong dan t6i ra san khiéu vii. Philippe 1 mdt ban nhéy tuyét
voi, nhung di vy i van am cho ca hai r6i tung Ién.

“Cho phép con chi?”” Matthew vd nhe Ién vai cha minh.

“Xin vui Iong. Vo con dang ¢b ging gidm nét chan ta day.” Cai nhay mit ciia Philippe Jy di vé chdm choc trong 1i n6i, rdi ong rit hui, dé ti lai voi anh
chdng ctia minh.

Moi nguoi van dang khi€u vil, nhung ho rt ra xa dé cho chiing t6i & chinh gilta can phong Tleng nhac chim rii khoan thai ct 1én khi mdt nhac cong gay
dan luyt, rdi chudi giai diéu ngot ngio clia séo hoa theo. Khi ching t6i tach ra rdi lai quay vé cing nhau, mot lin, hai lan, va Ian nita, sy huyén ndo trong
phong mo nhat dan.

“anh 14 ban nhay gi6i hon Philippe nhiéu, cho dii me anh ¢ néi gl di nita,” t6i bao Matthew va nin thé' miic di diéu nhay d vao nhip.

“P6 11 boi vi em dang theo sy dan dt ciia anh,” Matthew tréu choc. “Emda chién dau voi Philippe trong timg bude nhay con gi.”

Khi diéu vii dua ching toi lai bén nhau in nita, anh nam Ky hai khuyu tay kéo t0i 4p sét vao ngwoi, va hon toi. “Gio ching minh da Fy nhau roi dy, em
s€ tiép tuc tha thir cho nhitng tdi 101 cuia anh chit?”” anh hoi, trd lai véi cac bude nhip déu dan.

“Céi d6 con tiry,” t6i dé chimg dap. “Thé gio anh da pham 16i gl rdi ha?”

“anh d4 phai 1ong c4i cd 4o xép nép ciia em vd phurong ciru van.”

T6i bat cudi lanh 16t va Matthew lai hon toi lan nita, chdng vanh nhung méinh liét. Nguoi choi trdng By d6 nhu mdt tin hiéu, nhip diéu nhac ting thém.
Cac cap doi khac xoay tron roi nhdy theo nhip bang ngang qua san khiéu vii. Matthew kip kéo ching t6i vao chon an toan gan 16 sudi trurde khi bi giam
bep. Chi mit loang sau, Philippe ¢ niit & do.

“Dura vo' con lén girong va hoan thanh hon 1 nay di,” Philippe im bam

“Nhung khéch khira. . .” Matthew chdng ché.

“Pua vg con Ién girong di, con trai cua ta,” Philippe nhéc lai. “Trén ngay bay gio, trude khi nhimg nguoi khac quyét dinh clng con lén ]%iu va dambao
con thure hién ding bon phin ctia minh. Cir d& moi chuyén cho ta.” Ong quay sang trinh trong hon kén ca hai mé 61 truwre khi thi thim dicu gi d6 bang
tieng Hy Lap va tong ching t6i 1én thap ctia Matthew.

Miic du t6i biét phan lu di ndy vao thoi dai cta minh, nhung t0i chua nhin thiy n6 trong déng vé nguy nga tréng I & thé ky muoi séu. Trat ty céc gian
phong ctia Matthew da thay doi. Toi mong doi nhin thay sach trong can phong ¢ lau mot, nhung thay vao do6 lai la mot chiéc giwrong lon mn che truéng
ru. Catrine va Jehanne mang ra mot chicc hop duoc tram khéc cau ky dé dung do trang sire moi cia 161, do day nurde vao chiu, va lang xiang xung
quanh voi nhitng chi€c khan vai moi tinh. Matthew ngoi trude 10 sudi va kéo doi bot ra rdi nhac mot ly rugu khi anh di qua phong,

“Con toc ctia ba, madame?”” Jehanne hoi, dura nit nhin chong t6i tham do.

“Ta s€ lo chuyén d6,” Matthew cdc can dap, mt van nhin 16 suoi.

“Doi da,” t6i ni, kéo nhiing mon trang strc hinh mit trang ra khoi toc minh, dat ching vao long ban tay dang ngra 1én cta Jehanne. ¢6 4y va Catrine
giip thao khan voan roi 1o di, dé t6i lai ding canh chiéc girdng, con Matthew thi u€ odi an tri & d6 gac chan Ién mdt chi€c ruong quan 4o.
Khi canh ctra da dong lai, Matthew dat ly ruou xudng, tién dén chd t6i, chum méy ngén tay ludn vio toc toi va kéo nhe dé g ra trong thoang chdc thir
ma cac c0 gai da phai ky cong mat gan ba muroi phit m6i lam xong. anh ném soi dy ngoc trai sang mdt bén. Toc 61 x0a 1én hai vai, hai canh mili
Matthew phap phong khi anh hit vao miii huong d6. khong ndi mét 161, anh kéo ngudi toi dan sat vao va cii xuong hon.
Nhung van con nhiéu nghi vin can duoc hoi va giai dép trude da. Toi kéo ngudi tch ra.
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“Matthew, anh ¢6 chic...?”
Nhitng ngén tay mét lanh luén dudi ¢ 40 xép nép, tim kiém soi day bude n6iné véi 4o 1ot.
Tach. Tach. Tach.

Manh vai lanh da duoc ga cb chic chin roi khoi ¢b t6i roi xudng san. Matthew thao cac khuy giir cho cai ¢ 40 cao khép chit. anh cti dau hon kén co
to1. Toi siet chat lay 4o chén ctia anh.

“Matthew,” t6i lap lai. “Chuyén nay 1 vé...”

anh lAm t6i im ling bang mdt nu hon khéc trong khi ndng soiday chuyén niing trich tir trén vai. Ching t6i bi ngit trong gidy lat dé Matthew c6 thé nhdc nd
qua dau t6i. Roi tay anh thoc vao dudng ren 10 ctia cdi ¢6 4o kiéu pickadils noi hai ong tay gap thin do. Nhitng ngén tay anh trrot quanh cho khe do, tim
kiém mdt diém yeu trong tam vo boc phong thi.

“C6 1di day,” anh lim bam, moc hai ngén tay trd vao mep 4o va ting mot ¢t giét manh ¢6 chuy. mot tay o, 10i dén chiéc con lai, trurot xudng hai canh
tay t01 va nam trén san nha. Matthew c6 vé hoan toan ching quan tim, nlung day Ia chiec vay cudi ctia t6i va khong dé gi thay the duoc.

“Vay cua em,” t0i ndi, van minh trong vong tay anh.

“Diana.” Matthew hoi nga dau ra sau, dt hai ban tay kn eo toi.

“Vang?”” Toi nin tho dap, ¢b ging Ay miii dép 1 dé khéu c4i dng tay 40 va 4n nd vao chd it ¢6 kha néing bi xéo nhau hon.

“Linh myc da ban phude cho hon 1€ ctia chimg minh. Ca lang mong wéc ching minh tét dep. C6 db an va khiéu vii nita. anh da nghii hai ta c6 thé kéo gin
khoang cach dém nay bang viéc lim tinh. Nhung duong nhur em lai quan tam ti ti quan 4o ctia ban than hon thi phai.” anh da dinh vi duoc nmay dai day
budc chan vay ctia t6i voi phan dudi than 4o 16t, dudi ron khoang tam phan. nhe nhang, Matthew Itia hai ngén ci vao gitra mép 4o 16t va phan xurong mu
cua toi.

“Em khong mudn ln dau tién clng nhau ciia ching minh | dé Bam hai long cha anh.” Bat chAp i phén ddi tir chinh minh, hong t0i vin won cong lén
huéng vé phia anh trong 101 moi moc cém ling, khi anh tiép tuc dé hai ngdn cai di chuyén dién cudng, nhur tiéng vo cua doi canh thién than. anh kh& thot
ra mdt thanh 4m thoa méin va thio cai vong don giau ¢ do.

Giat. Xoat. Giat. Xoat. Giat. Xoat.

Céc ngon tay nhanh nhen ctia Matthew keo timg soi day chiing chéo, va rit ching qua nhitng cai 16 duoc an kin. C6 tat ca mudi hai 16, co thé toi cong
nhu canh cung rdi lai dudi thang theo tac dong tir sy san soc clia anh.

“Cubi clng o, anh néi voi vé thoa méiin. Roi anh rén kén. “Chiia oi. Van con nita.”

“Oi, anh chiing dén gin d4u. Em bj trdi chit y nhu mot con ngdng Giang Sinh dy,” t6i ndi khi anh nang thin 4o 16t ra khoi chan vy, dé 16 ra chiéc codc—
x€ bén dudi. “Hodc, chinh xac hon la mdt con ngong Muia Vong.”

Nhung Matthew khong hé chi y t6i t0i teo nao. Thay vao do, chdng t6i dang don hét s tap trung vao noi ma chiée 4o 16t cao ¢b gan nhur trong sudt ctia
to1 mat hut vao tAm khung duoc gia ¢ ning né ctia chiée codc—xé. anh ép mdi Ién cai gb cao vt d6. Ctii dau chio cling dang vé ton tho, anh hit vio mot

hoi gp gap.

Toi ciing vay. N6 khudy dao mét hon mot cach dang kinh ngac, s co xat cta d6i moi anh bang cich n3o d6 cang duge khuéch dai thém ranh gidi ngin
céach ctia thir vai batit loai tot nay. khong bict lam gi d€ ngéin nhitng nd hrc tm tm niém niém clia anh nham 16t tran t6i ra, t61 danh dwra hai tay 1én 6m
dau va doi anh tién hanh budc tiép theo.

Cuf)i ctng Matthew cam Iy hai tay t6i vong ching 6m quanh cdy ¢ot tru duoc cham khic cau ky chdng d& mdt goc man trudéng trén chiée giwong, “Giir
chac nhé,” anh ndi.

Giat. Xoat. Giat. Xoat. Trudc khi lam xong, Matthew dﬁ‘lu@)n hai ban tay vao bén trong chiéc codc—xé. Ching nhao dén lan tim bau vi quanh 1ong ngure.
Toi rén lén khe kh& khi anh kep 16p 4o lot vao gitra hai dau nhii hoa am ap cang cing cua t6i va nhitng ngén tay mat ruoi ctia anh. anh kéo t6i nga ra sau
dua sat vao co thé minh.

“anh duong nhur giong mdt g dan ong chi thich lam hai long nguwdi khic ngoai trtr em nhi?” anh thi thim bén tai. Théy t6i khong tré i, mdt ban tay anh
lién ludn xudng bung d€ ép sat t6i vao gan hon. Tay kia van & nguyén cho cua no, dang khum lay mdt bén bau nguc.

“khong.” Pau t6i nghiéng ra sau nga 1én vai anh, dé 16 ¢d va vai.

“Thé thi khong n6i thém gi nita vé& bd anh nhé. Va anh s& mua cho em hai muoi chiéc vay dai'y hét thé vao ngay mai néu em théi lo Fing v& nhimg c4i bng
tay 4o ngay bay gi0.” Matthew ban ron vén cao o 16t cua t6i lén thanh mdt dong xp nép. To61 budng tay khdi coc girong, chdp Ly tay anh va dat nd
vao gitra hai chin minh.
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“khong chuyén trd gi nita,” t6i dong v, thd hon hén khi cac ngén tay anh cham vio ving da thit nhay cam kia.

Matthew khién t6i im king bang mdt nu hon. Nhimg ctr dong chim ri ctia d6i tay anh tao ra mdt ludng dién dang Ién trong co thé toi.

“Nhidu quan 40 qud,” t6i hon hén ndi. sy tan thinh cia anh khong dugc phét biéu thanh i, nhung hién hién rd rang trong vé non néng khi anh trurot
chic cooc—x€ xuong hai canh tay t6i. Cac soi day bude gio da du long nén t6i ¢6 thé day qua hong va budc ra khoi nd. Téi cdi chiée quan ong tim clia
anh trong khi Matthew md khuy 4o chén. Hai mon d6 ciing ndi voi nhau ¢ hai bén hong anh giong y nhu nhitng soi day bude chang chéo than 4o 16t va
chén vay cua toi.

Khi c4 hai ching miic gi hon ngoai doi tat dai, toi trong chiéc 4o 16t, con Matthew v6i 40 so' mi, ching t6i nglmg lai, sw ngurong nging quay vé.

“Em s& dé anh yéu em chir, Diana?”” Matthew hoi, quét di ndi bon chon trong t6i bang ciu hoi don gian ma lich thiép do.

“Emddng y,” t6i thi thAm. anh quy g01 xubng va can than thio nhitng sm ruy bang giit chiéc tat trén nglml tol. Chung ¢6 mau xanh lam, Catnne ndi day la

mau thiy chung. Matthew cudn lop tat dal tudt xubng, ap moi Ién du gbi va mit ca chan cta t6i danh diu chd ching di qua. anh tur c6i d6i tat nhanh dén
1ndi toi chang ¢6 co hdi nhén biét mau sic nit tit do.

Matthew nhe nhang néng toi Ién khién cho nhing ngén chan toi chéng thé cham téi san nha, va anh c6 thé dira minh vao céi khe chir V riéng t giita hai
chén toi.

“Ching minh ¢6 1& khong can Ién giudng dau,” toi ndi, om siét Iy bo vai anh. T6i mudn anh ¢ bén trong, tht nhanh.

Nhung chiing t6i Eim chuyén d6 & chdn ém i, duoc che khuat trong bong t0i, giai thodt cho nhau khoi md véi lanh trén dwong di. Khi da t6i noi rdi, thin
the ti don chao anh ticn vao khe mit tréng gitra hai bap dui minh trong khi hai cénh tay kéo anh xubng. Di vay t61 van thé gap gip kinh ngac lic hai co
the hop thanh mjt — am 4p va lanh gia, anh sang va bong t0i, dan 6ng va dan ba, phu thity va ma ca rong, mét sy két hop cua nhitng mgt doi lap.

Nét mit Matthew di tir ve t6n sing t6i ban khodn khi anh bt dau chuyén dong bén trong t6i, 10i tr nén c6 muc dich sau khi anh nghiéng nguoi va toi )
phén g lai bang mdt tiéng nirc nd sung sudng, anh luon mdt canh tay xuong dudi that lung va ning t6i 1én ap sat vao hong anh trong khi hai tay t6i sict
chit bo vai anh.

Ching t6i roi vao nhip diéu riéng c6 danh cho nhiing tinh nhan, lam cho nhau vui suong bang sy dung cham nhe nhang ctia miéng va tay lic ching toi déc
can cung nhau, cho 61 khi tit ca nhitng gi con lai dé trao tang A tréi tim va linh hon ching t6i. Nhin thit siu vao niit nhau, trao nhau ki thé wée cubi ciing
Vi thé xAc va tAm hon, run rdy nhu nhimg ké moi duoc sinh ra.

“Haly dé anh dugc yéu em méii mai,” Matthew thi thdm trén vang trédn am w6t ctia toi, mbi anh k6t mot duong mét lanh qua Iong may t6i khi ca hai nam
cuon chét lay nhau.

“Emddng y,” t6i hira mdt 1in nita, ric nguoi vao gan sat anh hon.
Ban dang doc truyén Mdr Md Phu Thiy dugc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuwong 13

“Em thich dugc két hon,” t6i ué oai ndi. Tir khi séng sot qua ngiy hom d6 — sau bira dai tiéc va duoe nhin nhitg mén qua — ma hau hét ching déu kéu
m bo hoic quang quéc — ching t6i ching Am gi trong nhitng ngy ndy ngoai trir m tinh, ndi chuyén, ngi1 va doc sach. Thi thoang Pau Bép giri mot
khay d6 an thirc udng Ién dé duy tri sur song cho ca hai. Con lai thi t6i va Matthew duoc riéng tir. Ngay ca Philippe ciing khong xen ngang vio khoang
thoi gian chiing t61 bén nhau.

“Em c6 vé thich tmg tot nhi,” Matthew n6i, dui chop miii lanh lanh vao sau tai t6i. T6i dang ndm, mit p sdp va hai chan giang rong, trong mdt cin phong
duoc ding dé cat trir vii khi thira phia trén xuéng rén. Matthew nim bén trén, che chén cho t6i khoi kn khi lanh la qua cc khe ho ¢ cénh cira gb. Mic
du t6i khong biét chiic co thé minh s& bi phoi bay ra bao nhiéu néu c6 ai d6 budc vao day, nhung phin co thé phia sau ctia Matthew va cip chan tran thi
chic chin s& lot vao tAm nhin. anh ctr dong co xat Ién t61 mot cach khiéu khich.

“anh khong thé nao lai mudn nira chir.” Toi cudi hanh phiic khi anh Ep lai cir dong d6 1an nita. Toi tur hoi ligu nang e tinh duc nay von 1a déc trung cia
ma ca rong hay chi thude vé Matthew thoi.

“Em dang phé phén sur séng tao ctia anh déy ha?” anh Bt ngwoi t0i lai va déit minh vao gita hai di toi. “Hon nita, thay vao d6 anh dang nghi dén dicu
nay co.” anh cui xuong hon t6i va nhe nhang truot vao trong,

“Ching minh ra day dé tiép tuc bai hoc bin ctia emma,” mot It sau t6i n6i. “DAy | nhing i anh 4m chi vé muyc tiéu thure hanh déy ha?”

Matthew cudi vang, “C6 hang trim cach n6i uyén chuyén vé chuyén lim tinh & ving Auvergnat, nhung anh khong tin d6 13 mot trong s6 ching. anh s&
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hoi Dau Bép xem ong dy ¢6 biét kiéu ndi d6 khong.”
“anh s& khong lam thé.”

“C6 phéi em dang ra vé dirc hanh khong ddy, Tién sT Bishop?” anh hoi voi vé ngac nhién giéu cot, dura tay nhéit Ién mdt mau rom tir méi toc rdi bl trén
that lung t61. “Pulng lo. khong ai ¢6 bat clr 4o tudng nao vé vi€e ching ta dang danh thoi gian ctia minh d€ lam gi dau.”

“Em hiéu y anh,” t6i dép, kéo qua dau gdi chiéc bit tit dai von I clia anh dy. “Giorthi anh da quyén ril em dén ddy roi, anh ¢6 thé ciing ¢6 ging nhur thé
dé tim hi€u xem em dang lam sai cai gi.”

“Em I3 nguoi chua c6 kinh nghlemva khong thé mong doi lan ndo ciing ban tring tim dwoc,” anh n6i, dimg déy luc tim tAt cia minh. mOt chén tit thi van
con & trong chiéc quan tim, ndm ngay bén canh d6, con chiée kia thi khong thdy dau ca. Téi véi xudng dudi vai minh va dira cho anh md b nhii tron
nhu qua béng 1a tinh trang ltic nay ctia no.

“Vai viee duoe hudn uyén t6t, em c6 thé trd thanh mdt tay Ao luyén ma.” Gio 61 da théy Matthew bén cung 101, anh dugc sinh ra Bmmot cung tht voi
hai canh tay dai va nhitng ngén manh mé, dep d&. T6i cam Ién ciy cung cong cong, mdt hinh tring ludi liém dugc danh béng lam tir stmg huou va gd,
dua vao dong cd kho gan d6. Sgi day cung lam bang da bén rung Ién tu do.

“Thé thi em nén danh thoi gian voi Philippe chir khong phai anh. Nigén nghé bén cung ctia 6ng da di vao truyén thuyét roi.”

“Cha anh lai ké v6i em i me Ysabeau bin gioi hon.” Toi dang ding cdy cung clia Ysabeau, nhung con xa t6i moi bam got duge k§ thudt bin cung ciia
ba.

“Boi vi maman 1 sinh vét duy nhét timg ban diroc mdt mili tén vao bén suon 6ng.” anh hit dAu ra hiéu vé phia cdy cung. “Dé anh cang ddy cho emnhé.”
mot vét hdng hio vit ngang qua mé t6i ké tir in dAu tién toi cd gin soi dy cung vao khuyén ctia nd. Viéc ndy doi hoi sirc manh to 1n cung sur khéo ko
dé ubn cong phan canh cung trén va dudi thanh mot duong thing thich hop. Matthew chdng canh cung dudi én di anh, udn cong canh cung trén xudng

bang mit tay, rdi ding tay kia dé budc day cung.

“anh lam trong that d& dang,” Nhin ciing c6 vé ngon o nhu khi anh xoan mo cai nit ban ctia mot chai sim-panh lic con & Oxford thoi hién dai.

“Néu em i ma ca rong va c6 khoang chimg m6t nghin ndm de luyén tép no6 thi cling s& lam duoc thé thoi.” Matthew dura t6i cdy cung vo1 ny cudi twoi
16i. “Nh6 nhé, phai giit cho hai vai em ndm trén duong théng tip, dimg nghil qua nhidu dén viéc ban, va th0’ ra that nhe nhang ém ai vao.”

anh noi nghe ciing dé dang lam sao. Toi quay ra doi dién véi myc tiu. Matthew da ding méy con dao gam dé ghim mdt céi mi hudi trai mém, mdt céi 40
chén, va mot chiéc vy vao dong co kho. Ban dau 61 nghi dich ban la phai tring mot thir gi do: chiéc mil, cai ao chén hodc chice vay. Matthew giai thich
rang dich ngdm I ban tring vao cai t6i nhdm den. anh bicu dién minh hoa bang viée ban tirmg mili tén mot vao dong c6 khod, khoanh tron quanh n6 theo
chicu kim dong ho 13 nam miii tén khac, roi ban mii tén thir sdu ché d6i can niiii tén & chinh giira.

Toi rit mdt miii tén ra khoi dng dung, Eip vao cung, nhim xudi theo duong bang canh tay tréi, rdi kéo day. Toi do du. Cay cung chéch nghiéng di.

“Ban di,” Matthew thc.

Khi t6i nha ddy ra, miii tén phong wit vé phia ddng 6 va roi xubng nén dat.

“Dé em thir lai,” t6i ndi, v6i dng dung tén dé canh chan.

“anh d3 timg thdy em bén lra phi thily vao ma ca réng va thdi bay mot 16 théing qua Ing ngue ¢6 ta,” Matthew king I& noi.

“Em khong mudn néi vé Juliette.” Toi ¢b ]ap m.u t€n vao vi tri, nhung hai tay run ]ay bay T6i ha cdy cung xudng. “Ca Chanpler Hay thuc t 13 cac sirc

manh em ¢6 dudng nhu da hoan toan bién mét. Va ca viée lamthe ndo em c6 thé khién trai cdy khd héo, trong thiy mau sic va anh sang xung quanh
moi ngudi nita. Ching minh khong thé méic ké n — trong mot tudn thoi u?”” Thém lan nita, phép thudt ciia t6i (hodc viée thidu nd) lai a chit & tro chuyén

thuong xuyén.
“Thuat ban cung c6 thé gitip em bd tro cho viée didu khién lira phis thity,” Matthew hru y. “ndi chuyén vé Juliette 6 thé gitip ich ma.”
“Tai sao khong thé i viéc em thurc hanh vai bai uyén tap ha?” Téi hoi lai, mat kién nhan.

“Bai vi chiing ta can hiéu Iy do tai sao strc manh ctia em dang thay d6i,”” Matthew diém finh néi. “Girong cung 1én, kéo miii tén vé phia sau, va tha cho nd
bay di.”

“ft nhét thi }in ndy em ciing ban tring dong ¢o,” t6i tra 161 sau khi miii tén d4p vao phin goc trén bén phai ctia dong co.
“Quié & khi em dang nhim ban phan dudi thap.”
“anh dang n6i tat ca chuyén nay khong c6 gi vui hét.”

Nét mit Matthew chuyén thanh nghiém tic. “khong c6 gi thur théi vui vé khi lién quan dén chuyén song con. Lan nay Ep tén girong cung nhung hiy nhém
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miét lai trude khi em ngim ban.”

“anh rruén em ding ban ning ctia minh.” Tiéng cudi rung lén khi t61 dat miii tSn vao cung. Muc tiéu ngay truée mit, nhung thay vi tp trung lén do, toi
nhim rmt lai nhu Matthew goi y. Ngay khi vira lam thé, strc niing ctia khong khi khién t6i xa0 ing. N6 ép Ién hai canh tay, hai bip dui t6i, trim Ién hai
vai giong mot chiéc 4o choang tay ngin ning né. khong khi ciing gitr cho dAu mii tén hurdng lén. Toi diéu chinh tur thé ctia minh, hai vai mo rong, day
khong khi sang hai bén. mjt con gio diu nhe, mdt chuyén dong vudt ve mon trén kéo vai lon toc tudt khoi vanh tai dé huong tmg,

Mi mudn gi? Toi hoi con gi6 thoang qua mdt cach céu kinh.
Long tin ctia ngwoi, né thi thAm dép lai.

Mi t6i hé mo kinh ngac, tm nhdin md ra, du niii tén dang chéy vang ruc véi strc néng cing ap luc ma n6 da bi quai dap tai xuong rén. Ngon lira b i
gitr chit ¢ d6 muon dugc bay tur do lan nita, nhung né s& ¢ nguyén cho trir phi t6i budng 1ong noi so' hii trong minh. T6i tir tir tho ra mot hoi that khe, dé
don chd cho su tin twdng. Hoi thd ctia t6i ludt doc theo can mii tén, va 161 t6i tha soi ddy cung. Mang theo hoi tho' d6 6 tit trén dinh, miii t€n bay vut di.

“Em bén tring rdi.” Mt van con nhém chét, nhung t6i khong cAn nhin ns van biét mii tén ciia minh dén tring dich.
“Emda Bmduoc. Van dé 14 lam thé ndo vay?” Matthew don cdy cung tir tay t6i trrde khi né c6 thé bi danh roi.
“Lira bi gitt chét trén mii tén, strc nding ctia khong khi bao xung quanh can va dau mii tén.” T6i md it ra.

“Em camnhén cac yéu tb tw nhién d6 nhur em da 1am véi nude bén dudi viron an qué ctia Sarah & Madison, ¢a anh mit trdi trong tréi mdc qua & Choi
Géac Cb.” Giong Matthew nghe ¢6 vé tu I

“Doi khi c6 cam gide duong nhur thé gioi day ap nhitng tiém néing vo hinh niim xa tAm tay em. C6 & néu em gidng nhur Thetis va c6 thé bién hoa hinh
déng ctia minh khi mudn, em s& biét im gi v6i tit ca nhitng thir ndy.” Toi voi iy cy cung kém mdt mii tén khéc. Chimg ndo con nhdm mit, t6i con bin
tring muc tiéu. Tuy nhién, ngay khi t6i Ién nhin trom xung quanh, cac phat ban cia t6i di trrot ra xa hodc roi xubng khi chura t6i dich.

“Ngiy hom nay nhur thé | di rdi,” Matthew ndi, tiép tuc nghich c4i no bude gin xuong don bén vai phii ciia toi. “Pau Bép mong mira vio cudi tudn ndy.
Co6 I& ching minh nén di cudi ngira khi con ¢6 the.” Pau Bép khong chi la mot tay nhao banh cir khoi ma con la mot nha khi trong hoc tai ba nira. Ong
ta thuong giri Ién ban du bao thoi tiét kém theo khay d6 an sang,

Ching t6i cudi ngyra ra ving dong qué va phat hién vai d6m lra dang chdy trong nhiing canh dong trén duong quay Ve nha, Sept-Tours cling sang ruc
deén dude. T6i nay [ hoi thin Saturnalia, mo dau chinh thirc cho miza nghi I8 & 1u dai. Ngai Philippe Co Pdc gido mudn khong ai cam thiy bi bo roi va
boi vay da chia doi thoi gian cho cac & hoi truyén thng ciia La M3 ciing nhu Thién Chiia gido. Tham chi ¢6 ca mdt phan 1 hoi ctia Norse Yule luét qua
chdp nhoang trong tong thé hdn hop nay, t6i cam thiy chic chin diéu nay c¢6 lién quan dén anh ching Gallowglass ving mit.

“Hai d(ra khong thé ndo chan nhau sém thé chir!” Philippe oang oang ndi tir khu ban cong danh cho ganh hat rong khi ching t6i tro vé. Ong dang doi
mit bd gac hurou 1ong Ry trén dau, khién ng trong gidng su két hop ky la giita sur tir va huou. “Chiing ta khong mong s& trong thay hai dra trong
khoang chimg muroi ngay nira thang. Nhung gio' cac con da ¢ ddy, hai dira co thé khién cho ban than tré nén hiru ich ddy. Hay Iy vai ngdi sao va it
tring rdi treo chiing 1én bt ctr chd ndo con trong 4y.”

Pai sanh da phan durgc trang tri bang cdy co, nhiéu dén mirc quang canh va mii hurong gidng hét mdt khu rimg, Vai thing rwou dit tur do nén nhing
ngudi tham dy cude vui ¢6 the ubng bét ctr i ndo c6 tinh than. Nhimg ting hoan h6 chao don sur trd lai cta ching t6i Nhom trang tri mu6n Matthew
tréo 1én bé 10 sudi va thém chiim dén vao mot canh cdy to. anh chay hrét 1én tang da vai vé le lang, chimg to day khong phai lan dau tién anh Iam chuyén
ndy.

khong thé nio khang cur duoc tinh than ciia ngay 18, khi bira tdi don Ién, hai ching ti tinh nguyén phuc vu bira an cho cac vi khach trong mot nghi 1€ i
tinh i mi, d4m ngudi hau thanh chii nhan con cac chu nhan lai thanh ngu6i phuc vu. Chang vé si Thomas cua t6i kéo cong rom dai diéu khién bira tiéc
nhu Prc Ngai Cai Tri V6 T6 Chirc. Cauta dugc ng01 & Vi tri ctia Philippe trén mdt chong dém, doi chiéc virong mién ruby-va-vang-vo-gia Jdy tir trén
gac tréng nhu mdt céi dan gido. Bit ctr yéu ciu ndng ndi nio Thomas dura ra déu duoc Philippe chap nhan trong vai dién 13 vién 1Stng than. Cac dic an
ctia ong tdi nay bao gdbm mdt ban khiéu VUi ling man voi Alain (cha Matthew chon bude nhdy cua phai ni), khién Iii chd phat cudng Ién bang viée thdi
mot khic s4o, va im bong nhing con rong leo 1én birc turong khién i tré khoc thét.

Philippe cting khong quén dam nguoi lon, ong sép dat nhitng tro choi tinh vi dé ]ap day thoi gian ciia ho trong khi ban than tiéu khién vai trd nho nhit.
Ong ting mot tii hat dau day 3 ap cho nguoi danh cuoc va hira hen ting mot bao tién cho ngudi may Imn nhat cubi budi tdi ngy homnay. co nang
Catrine dan dira don sat thi bang céch trao dbi nhitng ny hdn dé lay hat dau, con toi s& danh cuoc tit ca vat ky ni€ém minh ¢6 cho ¢ nang dé gianh léy
giai thuong cubi cing.

Sudt budi t6i, t6i luén thdy Matthew va Philippe dtmg canh nhau, dang trao d6i gi d6 hodic bong diia. Khi ho chum dau vao nhau, mot t6i mt sang, su
khéc nhau trong dién mao ciia hai nguoi that ndi bat. Nhung theo nhiéu cach khéc, bon ho kha giéng nhau. Cir mdi ngy trdi qua, tinh than mé thuong
khong gi dap tit tir cha anh lai thAm dan vao nhimg gdc canh sic nét ctia Matthew. Hamish d4 ding: Matthew khong con i con ngui cii khi & noi ddy.
anh thim chi tdt dep hon. Va bét chfip nhitng lo s¢ lic & Mont Saint—Michel, anh van i cta toi.

Matthew cam nhan duoc cdi nhin dam dudi d6 va ngude 1én nhin t6i vé gidu cot. Toi cudi rdi giri cho anh mdt ny hon gié ngang qua sanh dudng, anh cui
dau, ngurong nging vui suong.
Khoang nim phut trude lic nira dém, Philippe kéo tudt that nhanh 16p vai phi ctia mot vat bén canh 10 suoi.
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“Chuia oi. Philippe thé 1 6ng c6 mdt cai dong hd dimg va da cho chay lai, nhumg anh khong tin.” Matthew dén cting t6i khi i tré con va ca ngudi In &
1én thich thi.

Chiéc df)ng hd nay khong gidng bt clr cai ndo t6i timg thiy trude day. Lop vo duge cham khéc, nam vang bao quanh mot thing nuée. mot 6ng dan
bang dong kéo dai trdi Ién tir c4i thing nho giot nuréc vao thin ctia md hinh mot con thuyen dep long lay, 16 duoc treo bang soi ddy thimg cubn quanh
mot chiéc xi-lanh. Khi con thuyén gia tang thém strc nang tir trong lrong cua nurde, chiéc xi-lanh xoay lién di chuyén mdt cay kim quanh chiéc dia quay
s0 trén mat dong hd dé chi thoi gian. Chiéc dong hd ndy phai cao gin bang toi 4y.

“Chuyén gi s€ xay ra vao lic nira dém?” Toi hoi.
“Chéc han c6 lién quan dén chd thubc stng ma 6ng hoi xin ngity hom qua,” Matthew dap mot cach dirt khodt.

Qua viéc trung bay chiéc dong hd vao mot dip 1€ thich hop, Phil]ppe bt dau viée bay t0 long ton trong v6i ban be trong qua khu va hién tai, cing gla
dinh mdi va cii, dong thoi ciing thich hop cho dip & hdi ton vinh vi thin ¢6 xura. Ong diém tén moi sinh vét trong cong dong da mit nam qua, bao gdm
con meo con cua Thomas (khi duoc Dirc Ngai Cai Tri V6 T6 Chirc nhéic nhd), Prunelle, ngudi da chét bi tham trong mdt tai nan bat ngd. Chiée kim
dong ho tiep tuc nhich t6i con s6 nurdi hai.

Vo chinh xac nira dém, con thuyén nd bing cling mdt tiéng inh tai nhirc 6¢. Chiéc dong hd ring minh dirng khung lai khi c4i vo gd v ra timg méanh.
“Skata.” Philippe budn ba nhin c4i dong hd bi pha hity ctia minh.

“Cau Chiia cho linh hdn 6 ong 4y an nghi, 6 ong Finé chic s& khong méy vui vé trude nhitng cai tién nay voi thiét ké ctia cha dau.” Matthew xua lan khoi boc

1én trude nr}t khi anh i xuong & nhin gin hon. “Mbi nam Philippe lai thir nghiém vai thir moi mé: ong nurde, chudng gié, mdt con ¢t may huyt béo gio.
Ong van chap va n6 ké tr khi vua Frangois thua dng trong mdt van bai.”

“Nguoi ta nghi ring sting thin cong dbt ra t sang va nha khéi. N6 s& im bon tré vui ra tro,” Philippe phan nd dap. “mot thir khong thich hop vai thude
sting ctia con dau, Matthaios.”

Matthew bat cudi. “1d rang 1a khong phai, phén xét thién can.”

“C’est dommage,” Thomas 1én tiéng kém céi ic dau thong cam. C4u ta khom ngurdi canh Philippe, chiée virong mién xién xeo trén dau cing vé it lo
lang rat chi nguoi 1on.

“Pas de problem Nim sau ching ta s& lam tot hon,” Philippe phan chédn cam doan véi Thomas.

Ngay sau d6, ching toi dé miic nhitng nguoi dan Saint— Lucien choi bai va on a0 danh chén. Lén lau, t6i nAn na bén canh 10 sudi cho t6i lic Matthew tt
nén r6i vao giwong. Khi & trén giwrong, t6i vén 40 va ngdi Ién ngudi anh,

“Emdang lam gi thé?” Matthew ngac nhién nhén thiy ban thin ndm ngira thing cing trén chiéc girdng ctia minh, con vo anh thi dang & trén cao nhin
xuong.

“Quyén thong tri khong chi cho dan 6ng thoi dau,” ti ndi, wét bd mong tay cao nhe 1én ngyc anh. “Emda doc mdt bai bao vé chi d& nay & 1op cao
hoc, nhan dé ‘Phu nit & trén.””

“Thong thurdng em van k nguoi chii dong ma, anh khong thé hinh dung em hoc héi duge gi nhidu tir bai béo Ay, mon coeur.” Anh méit Matthew nhur hai
dom lra dam mé am 1 chay lic t6i dicu chinh trong hrong co thé minh d€ kep chét anh mot cach chac chan giita hai bap dui.

“Dd ninh hot.” Dau ngon tay t6i chu du tir bohongranchac gon gang cuia anh di én, 6t trén cac mncornhap nho 6 ving bung va ngang qua cobip o
hai vai. Toi ctii nguoi ghim chéit hai canh tay anh xu0ng giuong, ting cho chong mdt goe nhin tuyét hio ca co thé minh qua vién ¢d 4o ngil mo rong, anh
1én Ién thanh tiéng,

“Chao mimg dén thé giéi ndm dao ngwroc.” Toi tha anh ra du Au dé coi bo chiée 4o ngi, rdi niu Ay hai tay va ha thip nguoi xudng dé hai du nguc ciia
minh co xat véi lan da anh.

“Chtia oi. Em sip giét anh mét.”

“anh khong dém chét bdy gics dau, ching ma ca rong,” t6i n6i, dan dt dé anh di vao trong ti, roi nhe dung dura, kién tri khong hira hen cho nhiéu hon
nita. Matthew phan ing lai bang mdt tiéng rén khan khan. “anh thich the,” t6i kh& ndi.

anh thiic vao t6i mdt nhip manh hon, nhanh hon. Nhung t6i tiép tyc gitt giai diéu chdm rai cta minh va dimg yén, say sura thich tha véi cai cach co thé
chiing t6i vira khit vao plnu Matthew la sur hién dién mat lanh dén tét} xuong tly ctia t6i3 la ccf)j ngudn khodi hoat ctia sy va cha{n khién co thé t6i nong
birng. Toi dang dém dém nhin sdu vao mét anh khi anh kn dinh, sur yéu dubi nguyén so ay khién t6i ciing téi ngay sau do. T61 d6 nhao guc trén nguoi
anh, va dinh ngo ngudy tréo xuong thi hai canh tay anh siét chat lay t6i.

“O yén d6 di em,” anh thi thim.

T6i ndm lai d6 cho 61 khi Matthew danh thirc day vai gid sau. anh chiém hiru t6i thém lan nira trong king I& trrdc binh minh va 6m chét Ay t6i nhur thé t6i
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phai trai qua mdt qua trinh bién hinh, tir Kra thanh nuréc rdi thanh khong khi, va mot 1an nita trd lai voi nhitng gidc mo.

Thir Sau danh dau ngiy ngin nhat trong néim va viéc t0 chire ky nigm & Yule. Ngi lang van dang hoi phyc ki trang théi thuong ngay tir 1€ hoi Saturnalia
dé don I€ Giang Sinh phia trude, nhung Philippe thi khdng hé nao niing.

“Pau Bép d m thit lon,” 6ng n6i. “Lam sao ta c6 thé lam ong Ay thét vong duoc?”

Tranh thi khi thoi tiét himg kén, Matthew vao ling dé gitp stra lai mot méi nha bi sap do strc niing ciia dot tuyét roi cudi cing. Toi dé anh noi d6, quai
buia dong thanh xa ngang cho thg' mdc khac va vui sudng trude vien canh mdt budi sang lao dong chan tay gitra nhiét 4o dong

béng duoc.

T6i nhdt minh trong thur vién cling vai cudn sach vé gia kim thuét t6t hon ciia gia dinh va may tO gidy tring. mot to phi kin nhirng dong nguéch ngoac va
nhimg so do ching c6 y nghia gl v6i ai ngoai trir toi. Vi tat ca nhig gi dang diénra bén trong lau dai, t0i da tir bo no Iy lam ruou con. Thomas va
Etienne nmudn chay choi ciing i ban ctia chiing va mé tay vao phan bot kim chiéc banh cubi ciing, nén khong gitip t6i kam thi nghiém khoa hoc nira.

“Diana.” Philippe dang di chuyén v6i tdc do rat nhanh va da di duoc nira duong vao phong rdi méi phét hién thiy toi. “Ta nghi con dang ¢ cling
Matthew.”

“Con khong thé chiu ndi viéc nhin thdy anh 4y trén do,” t6i thi nhan. Ong git du vé thiu hiéu.
“Con dang lam gi thé?” Ong hoi, nhin qua vai toi.
“C ging kham phé xem Matthew va con phai lim gi véi gia kim thuat.” Dau 6c t6i mu mi vi liu khong ding dén va vi thiéu ngo.
Philippe tha mdt tay ddy cc hinh thii nhé bing gidy 1én ban va kéo ghé ngdi. Ong chi vio mdt trong nhitng ban phéc thao ctia toi.
“Pay 1 d4u xi cia Matthew.”
“Pring n6 a. N6 ciing i biéu tuong cho bac va vang, mit trang va mit troi nira.” Sanh duong da duoc trang hoang bang gidy trang kim hinh anh cta
nhitng thién thé nay trong dip 18 Saturnalia. “Con van dang suy ngaAm vé no sudt tir t6i thir Hai. Con hiéu tai sao mot phii thity ¢6 thé duoc biéu trong
héa bang hinh anh tring ludi iém va bac — ca hai thir d6 déu ¢6 lién quan t6i nit than. Nhung tai sao khong c6 bét ctr ai ding hinh anh mt trdi hay vang

dé am chi mot ma ca rong?” N6 di nguroc lai voi moi sy hiéu biét va truyén thuyét phd bién.

“Bai vi chiing ta bt bién. Cude doi ciia ching ta khong 6 thinh suy, va gidng nhur vang, co thé ching ta chong lai sur muc nat dén tir cai chét hay bénh
tat.”

“Déng I& con nén nghi ¢én dicu do.” Toi m méy ghi chi.

“Con d ¢6 vai y tudng khac trong dau roi.” Philippe tim tim cudi. “Matthew rét hanh phic diy.”

“khong phai chi vi con thoi dau,” t6i néi, don cai nhin chéim chii ctia cha chong, “Matthew hanh phtic vi lai dugc ¢ bén cha day.”

Ve uamthoang lrdt qua ddy rrjét Philippe. “’Ysabeau va ta thich lic nhitng dira con tr¢ vé& nha. Chiing ¢ cudc song riéng, nhung diéu d6 ciing khong
lam cho viéc ching vang mat dé chiu hon chit nao.”

“Va hom nay cha ciing dang nhé Gallowglass,” t6i n6i. Philippe duong nhur khong méy khudt phuc.

“Ta nh¢.” Ong hrdt gior nhing trang gidy bi gip nep bang miy ngén tay. “La Hugh, dira con Ion nhét cua ta, nguoi da mang thing bé vao gia dinh ndy.

Hugh Iu6n dua ra céc quyét dinh thong thai khi cin chia sé méu ctia minh, va Gallowglass ciing khong ngoai 16. Thing bé 1 mdt chién binh dit din véiy
thirc danh du tir cha n6. that an i khi ta biét ring chau trai minh dang & anh ciing voi Matthew.”

“Matthew rét hiém khi nhic dén Hugh.”

“N6 than thiét voi Hugh hon bat ctr ngudi anh em trai nao khac. Khi Hugh chét vai cac Hiép st Dong Pén cubi cing trong tay nha tho va dirc vua, n6 da
1am lay chuyén 1ong trung thanh ctia Matthew. da mit mdt khoang thoi gian trude khind giai thoat duge khoi con cudng miu va quay trd lai voi ching
ta.”

“Con Gallowglass?”

“Gallowglass van chura sin sang dé lai ndi dau & phia sau, va chirng ndo n6 chua kimduoc didu d6, n6 s& khong dit chan lén dit Phap. Chau trai ta
budc ngudi dan 6ng da phan boi long tin ctia Hugh phai tra i, ciing nhu Matthew, nhung béo thit khong bao gios 1 phurong thude twong xtmg véi sur
mét mét ca. mdt ngiy ndo do, chau trai ta s& tré' v&. Ta chic chén diéu d6.” Trong mdt thoang, Philippe trong gid hén di, khong con ki ngudi thong tri
manh m& day sinh fyrc nita ma 1 mdt nguoi cha phai ganh ndi dau bét hanh lim ké dau bac tién ké dau xanh.

“Cam on cha, Philippe.” Téi ngdp ngimg trrde khi ndm chét ban tay 6ng, Philippe gitt yén né trong thoang chdc rdi dimg lén. Sau d6 6ng cam Ién mbt

cudn sach vé thuat gia kim. N6 1a mdt ban in ctia cudn Aurora Consurgens c6 tranh minh hoa dep tuyét ctia Godfiey, chinh 1 cubn sach lic dau da
quyén rii toi dén Sept—Tours.
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“mdt chii dé goi to md nhur thé ndy, thudt gia kimy” Philippe Am bam, 1t w6t qua céc trang séch. Ong tim thély birc tranh Pirc Vua Mt Troi va Hoang
Hau Mit Trang dang cudi ngira dau thurong trén keng mot con sur ttr va mot con nhén sur, nu cuoi ctia dng nd rong hon. “Phai, diéu ndy s€ duoc thue
hién.” Ong kep mot trong nhitng vat nhi€u hinh dang bang gidy cua minh vao gitta cac trang sach.

“Cha dang 1am gi thé a?” Toi bi ndi to md d4nh bai.

“N6 Ia trd ma Ysabeau va ta hay choi. Khi mdt trong hai ching ta di véng, ching ta dé lai nhimg 14 nhéin gidu trong céc trang sach. C6 qué nhidu viée
xay ra trong mt ngy, khong thé ndo nhé hét duoc moi thir khi ching ta gap lai nhau. Bang cach nay chiing ta c6 thé bat chot nhé duge chit hoi tre
giong nhur chuyén nay khi chung ta it ngo toi nhat, va chia sé ching,”

Philippe di t6i chd gid, it ra mjt cudn sach day bia da da cii mon. “Day i mt trong nhing cau chuyén wa thich cta chiing ta, The Song of Armouris.
Ysabeau va ta ¢6 khicu thudng thirc don gidn cting nhu céc cau chuyén phiéu ru. Ching ta thuong giau cdc 16 nhan trong nay.” Ong nhoi mbt cudn gidy
xuong gay sach gitra phan bia va phan giay da. mdt miéng hinh chir nhit dugc gap nép roi ra tir dudi day khi 6ng nhét cudn giay vao khong gian chat hep
ay.

“Ysabeau da chiém dung dé dimg mdt con dao nhé nén tin nhén ciia ba 4y kho tim'tlﬁy hon. Ba éy dAy manh khoe, c4i d6 day. Ta hdy xem ba 4y ndi gi
nao.” Philippe md manh gidy ra va ling I& doc n6. Ong ngurde én nhin voi mot tia lap lanh trong mat va hai ma d6 hon binh thurong,

T61 bat cuoi, nhdm ddy. “Con nghi c6 1€ cha can thémsy riéng tu dé soan thao 161 hdi 4m cta minh.”

“Sieur.” Alain thap thd noi 16i cira, mit nghiém trong, “Nguoi dura tin da t6i a. mdt tir Scotland. mdt nguoi khac dén tir nuée anh. Nguoi thir ba dén tir
Lyon.”

Philippe thé dai 101 Am bam nguyén ria. “Bon ho déng ra co thé doi cho t6i sau & hoi Thién Chia ma.”
Miéng t6i déng ngt.
“khong thé nao 1 tin tt duroc,” Philippe ndi, thoang bt duoc biéu cam cia toi. “Ngudi dura tin tir Lyon bdo cdo gi?”

“Chanmpier da ¢6 sur dé phong trude khi roi di, ong ta da ke cho nhitng ngudi khéc réing minh durgc goi dén ddy. Gios Ong ta van chua trg vé nha nén ban
be cua dng ta dang nghi van. mdt nhdm phu thity chuan bi roi thanh pho dé tim ki€ém Champier, va ho di theo hudng nay,” Alain giai thich.

“Bao gi0?” Toi thi thao hoi. N6 dén qua nhanh.

“Tuyét s& im ho cham lai, va s& gip kho khén trong viéc di chuyén vao dip nghi 1. Sau vai ngdy nita, c6 thé [ mot tuan.”

“Con nhitng ngudi dua tin khac?” Toi hoi Alain.

“Ho dang & trong lang, di tim milord.”

“Dé goi anh 4y quay vé anh, khong nghi ngd gi nita,” t6i noi.

“Néu thé ngy Giang Sinh s& 1 thoi diém tt nhét dé 1én dudng. Rét ft nguoi di duong va mit tréng thi toi. Pay 1 didu kién di chuyén Iy tuong ddi voi
manjasang, nhung khong phai danh cho loai mau néng,” Philippe néi mot cach than nhién. “Ngya va chd nghi chén s& san sang cho cac con dén tan
Calais. mdt con thuyén doi san tai d6 dé dua hai dira dén Dover. Ta s& nhan cho Gallowglass va Raleigh chuan bi cho chuyén tré vé cua cac con.”
“Cha van dang cho doi tin ndy,” t6i n6i, run rdy trude vién canh phai rdi di. “Nhung con chira sin sing, Ngudi ta van biét con khéc biét ma.”
“Conhoa dong v6i moi ngurdi t5t hon mirc ban than 1 nghi d4y. Ching han con dang trd chuyén voi ta bang mot thir tiéng Phap t6t hon héin va tiéng Latin
subt ca budi sang.” Miéng t6i ha hic ra khong tin nO]. Philippe cu6i pha len. “La thét d4y. Ta da ddi qua ddi lai ngdn ngi dén hai Fin, nhung con khong
@& y.” Nét mit 6ng tré nén nghiém tiic. “Ta s& di xudng néi cho Matthew biét vé& ké hoach ctia minh dugc chi?”

“khong,” t6i ndi, dat ban tay Ién canh tay 6ng. “Con s& im diéu d6.”

Matthew dang ngdi trén thanh xa nha, mot I thur trén tay va miit may cau lai. Khi phat hién thiy i, anh trurot xudng mai hién déc rdi dap xudng mat dat
bang tu thé duyén dang cia mot con meo. Niém hanh phiic hay tAm tinh nhe nhdm dtia gion séang nay gio ching con gi ngoai mdt hoi (rc. Matthew nhic
40 chén ctia minh nic trén cai gid cim dude da gi sét. Khi anh khodc n6 1én vai, ngudi tho mdc bién mét va chang hoang tir tro lai.

“Agnes Sampson da thi nhin ndm muroi ba 01 én an thuat phu thity.” Matthew churi thé. “Cac 1y vién tai phan ctia gido hi Scotland dang 1€ phai biét
rang chat chong ca dong trach nhiém nhur the s& khien cho moi sur viée deéu c6 ve it dang tin hon chir. Theo nhur bao cdo nay, ac quy tuyén bo voi
Sampson rang Vua James 13 ké tht 16n nhat. Elizabeth chac han thay vui mirng vi ba ta khong ndm ¢ vi tri dau tién trong danh sach.”

“Phu thity khong tin vio 4c quy,” tdi bao anh. Trong tat ca nhimg diéu ky di ma loai nguoi n6i vé phi thity, day I thir khé hiéu ndi nhat.

“Hau hét céc sinh vat s& tin vao bat cir diéu gi hira hen chim dift tinh trang khén kho hién thoi ciia bon ho, néu ho da bi b do, tra tan va kinh hai sudt

hang tuan 18.” Matthew dira tay cao toc. “Loi thi t6i cta Agnes Sampson khong dang tin, n6 cung cap bang chimg ring phi thily dang can thiép vao
chinh tri, trong khi Vua James dau tranh d¢ gianh phan thang,”
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“Bang cach Ay hiép udc dang bi pha va,” t6i n6i, hiéu duge Iy do vi sao Agnes lai bi vua Scotland truy dubi ghé g6m dén thé.
“Phai. Gallowglass mudn biét phai lam gi.”
“anh d 1am gi khi & day. . . lic trude 4y?”

“anh dé méc cai chét cta Agnes Sampson qua di khong gap tr& ngai gl, mot syr trimg phat cong dan thich dang déi Vo1 mit t0i dc némbén ngoai vong
bao v¢ ctia Bai Hoi Pong,”” Mt anh tim géip anh myit t6i. Phu thily va str gia dang tranh dau voi sy lua chon khong thé dit ra trude mat.

“Vay thi anh phai tiép tuc giir im king roi,” t6i ndi, str gia dang théing thé trong trin d6i dau.
“sir im king ctia anh dong nghiia véi cai chét ciia ba ta.”

“Con sy Ién tiéng ctia anh s& am thay ddi qua khir, ¢6 & keém theo ca nhitng hdu qua khong thé tuong turong dugce cho hién tai. Em cing mubn phi thiry
do chét, Matthew. Nhung néu ching ta bat dau lam thay doi nhitng dicu ndy, dau s€ 14 diém ching ta ding lai?”” Téi lic dau.

“Vay thi anh s¢€ theo déj toan bo vu viéc khiing k}ﬂép & Scotland mot 1an nira. Du lAn nay no co v& rat khéc,” anh mién cudng noi. “William Cecil ra Iénh
anh tr¢ vé nha dé co thé tap hop tin tinh bao v€ tinh huong ctia Scotland cho nit hoang. anh phai tuan theo cac ménh Iénh tir 6ng ta, Diana. anh khong c6

su lra chon.”

“Chiing ta phai tr& vé& anh ngay ca khi khong c6 Iénh triéu hdi ctia Cecil. Ban bé ctia Champier d phat hién 6ng dy mat tich. Va ching ta c6 thé roi di
ngay Iap tirc. Philippe da sap dat tat ca cho mdt chuyén ra di cap toc, dé phong trude.”

“D0 1a cha anh ma,” Matthew gurong curdi ndi.
“EBm rt tiéc ching minh phéi roi di qua s6m,” t6i thi thio noi.

Matthew dura tay kéo ti gan lai. “Néu khong phéi nhés em thi nhitng ky niém cudi cing ctia anh vé cha minh s& ki ¢4i v v&r vun clia mdt nguoi dan ong
Ching ta phai biet ném dang cay dé thay duoc vi ngot ngao.”

Vai ngay sau do, Matthew va cha anh trai qua mdt nghi thirc tam biét ma hén da rat quen thpéc, can ot theo tAt ca nlfmglm tam biét ma hai ngudi ho
trao doi. Nhung lan nay 1 doc nhat v nhi. Lan t6i s€ 1a mdt Matthew hoan toan khac trd vé Sept—Tours, nguoi khong bict gi vé t6i hay tuong lai ctia
Philippe.

“Nhitng nguoi dan Saint-Tucien tir Jiu da quen voi viée bau ban cing manjasang,” Philippe trén an khi t6i lo Eing lam thé ndo Thomas va Etienne c6 thé
gilt kin toan bg bi mat dd. “Chung ta dén rdi di. Ho chiang hdi han gi va chiing ta khong can phai gidi thich gi ca. Moi chuyén luén nhu the.”

Du vy, Matthew van dam bao chiic chén cac ké hoach ctia minh duoc hiéu 16 rang. T6i nghe 16m anh dang n6i chuyén v6i Philippe & kho ¢ kho sau
mot budi luyén tap sang.

“Viée cudi ciing con s& lam trude khi ca hai tré vé thoi dai ctia minh 1 giri cho cha mot 1oi nhdn. Hay sén sang dé ra Iénh cho con t6i Scotland nham thét
chat moi lién minh ctia gia tdc voi Vua James. Tir d6 con s€ dén Ansterdam Nguoi Ha Lan s€ md nhitng tuyén duong giao thurong voi phurong Dong,”

“Ta c6 thé xoay s& duge, Matthew,” Philippe 6n ton ni. “Cho t6i khi d6 ta mong chd nhimg cap nhat déu dan tir anh va tin tire v& viée con cting Diana
sinh sdng ra sao.”

“Gallowglass s& gitip cha uon theo kip cac chuyén phiéu hru ctia ching con,” Matthew hira.

“Chuyén d6 khong giéng viéc duogc nghe tin tirc tir con,” Philippe dap. “that kho long lam ngo tru6e trong lai ctia con khi ma con da tré nén that vénh
vang ti dic, Matthew. Nhung ta ciing s& giai quyét duoc bang cach nao d6 thoi.”

Thoi gian nhur choi khiim ching t6i subt nhing ngay cudi clng ¢ lai Sept-—Tours, ban dau  dai 1é thé, sau d6 rit ngin mau chong ma khong hé bao
trude. Vao dém Gidng Sinh, Matthew di xudng nha the tu hdi Ion clng hau hét gia nhén trong nha. Toi tiép tuc ¢ kai lu di va tim théy Philippe trong
phong 1am viéc cua dng phia bén kia dai sanh. Ong dy, nhur van luon the, dang viet cac 14 thu.

Toi g5 ctra. DO chi la mdt tha tuc, vi chic hin 6ng da doi theo toi khi t6i ddy ké tir lic roi khoi toa thép ctia Matthew, nhung viée khong moi mé vao ¢6
vé khong phai 1 diéu ding dén.

“Introite.” Cling mdt kiéu ménh lénh 6ng da ban ra khi t6i lin dau dén, nhung gid n6 nghe c6 vé gin giii hon rat nhidu vi ring t6i da biét ong rd hon.
“Con xin 16i d4 am phién cha, Philippe.”

“Vao di, Diana,” 6ng ni, dua tay chi hai mét. “Catrine da tim thdy my chiéc hop cua ta i 42"

“Véng, c4 ci cdc va hop bit nita.” Philippe da khing khang bit t6i mang theo bo do ding du lich dep d€ cua 6ng trong chuyen dinay. Mbi mon do déu
duoc lam tir da cimg va c6 thé chdng choi vai thoi tiét khéic nghiét nhur tuye‘g mira hay viéc di chuyén xoc nay. “Con muén cam on cha trude khi ching
con rdi di— va khong chi vé dam cu6i dau a. Cha da chira lanh nhitng ton thiong trong 1ong Matthew.”
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Philippe déy cai ghé d4u ra sau va quan sat t6i thit k§. “Chinh ta méi a ngurdi nén cam on con, Diana. Gia dinh nay van ludn c6 ging chita knh tim hon
Matthew trong hon mit nghin nim qua. Néu ta nhé chinh x4c, con chi mit chira day bon muroi ngay dé lam viée d6.”

“Matthew khong gidng thé nay dau a,” t6i Kic dau, “khong nhur vy cho t6i khi anh Ay & ddy, ciing voi cha. C6 mdt phan bong ti trong anh 4y ma con
khong thé cham téi duoc.”

“mdt ngudi dan 6ng nhu Matthew khong bao gidr hoan toan budng tha ban than trong bong t6i. Nhung ¢ 18 viée mrong theo bong t6i dy dé yéuné la
can thiét,” Philippe tiép tuc.

A: 9

“Xin dirng chdi bo ta boi vi ta | bong dém va sy taim toi,” t6i Am bam
“Ta khong nhan ra cau tho nay,” Philippe cau may noi.

“N6 & trong cudn sach vé thuat gia kimma con da chi cho cha xem ln tnrde Ay — the Aurora Consurgens. Cau tho thoang lwét qua goi cho con nghi dén
Matthew, nhung con van khong hiéu Iy do vi sao. Dii vdy, con s& biét duoc thoi.”

“Con rt thich chiéc nhan do, dung khdng?” Philippe néi, ngdn tay nhé nhe gb Ién mit ban. “Day ciing i nhitng 16i nhéin thong minh tir Ysabeau ddy.”
“Me mudn cha biét ba chép thuan cude hon nhan ndy,” t6i dép, ngon tay cai viron ra v6i cam gidc ning ning day an Ui,

“khong. Ysabeau Iruén ta biét ba dy chip nhin con. Gidng nhu chit vang imra né vay, con I ngudi trung thanh kién dinh. Con cét gidu trong minh rit
nhiéu bi mit, ciing glong nhu nhitng dai nhin gidu kin nhimg van tho trong n6. Nhung chinh vién d4 mai i bau vét tt nhét, ciing gidng con: sang ngdi trén
bé mit, dit doi noi thim sau, va khong thé vo nat.”

“O, con c6 thé quy ngd md,” t6i rau ri ndi. “Cha ¢6 thé dap v& mdt vién kim cirong chi bing mot chiée bia binh thuong.”

“Ta d trong thiy nhitng vét seo Matthew dé lai trén ngudi con. Ta ngd 1 con cd nhitng vét khac nita, di ching khong hién hiru. Néu khi d6 con khong
quy ngd, thi bay gio cling s€ khong,”

Philippe di vong qua chiéc ban. Ong diu dang hon 1én hai mé t6i, va hai n¥t t6i cay xé rom rém I6.

“Con nén di rdi. Ching con s& Ién dudng vao sang sémngiy mai.” Toi quay ngudi rdi di, rdi bat chot quay lai giang hai canh tay 6m choang Ry doi vai
luc ludng clia Philippe. Lam sao mdt nguoi dan 6ng nhu thé nay c6 theé guc ngd duoc chia?

“Chuyén gi thé?”” Philippe Jim bam hoi, hoi nga ngudi ra sau.

“Ca cha ciing s€ khong ¢6 doc dau, Philippe de Clermont,” t6i thi thdm vé kién quyét. “Con s& tim cach dé dén bén canh cha trong bong t6i, con hira.
Va khi cha nghi ca thé gi¢i ndy da b roi minh, thi con s€ ¢ d6, nam chat tay c!

“Sao c6 thé khéc di dugc chir,” Philippe nhe nhang néi, “khi ma con & trong tim ta?”

Séng hom sau chi ¢ vai sinh vat tap trung lai trong san lu dai dé tién ching toi én duong, Dau Bép da nhét tat ca cac loai dd an vat vao may chiée i
bén yén ngya cua Pierre danh cho 61, con Alain thi nhét nhirg 14 thur gri cho Gallowglass, Walter va cac ghi chép cong thire nu an khac vao khoang
trong con sot lai. Catrine ding bén canh, mét dé hoe vi khde. c6 ay muon di cting ching t6i, nhung Philippe khong dong .

Va con ¢6 Philippe, ngudi kéo t6i trong mot cai dm tham thiét trurde khi thé t6i ra. Ong va Matthew khé néi chuyén mot ic. Matthew gat dau.

“Ta tyr hio vé con Eim, Matthaios,” Philippe 16i, vd vai anh. Matthew nhe nhang tién vé phia cha khi Philippe tha anh ra, mién cudng ngit dat sw két ndi
than tinh do.

Khi Matthew quay sang t6i, guwrong mét anh anh Ién vé kién dinh. anh giip t6i Ién yén ngua trude khi tung minh 1€n lung con ngya cta anh.
“Khairerm, cha,” Matthew n6i, 4nh mét long lanh.
“Khairete, Matthaios kai Diana,” Philippe dap lai.

Tir lic Ay Matthew khong hé ngoi lai nhin cha minh lan cudi va giit nguyén tAm lung ctmg réin manh ms. Mt anh nhin théng con duong phia trude,
nghénh dién don turong lai chir khong ngodnh nhin qua khur.

To1 ngoai lai mot 1An, khi rrf)t thoang chuyén dong lot vao tAmmit. D6 B Philippe, 6ng cudingwa doc theo dai ddi bén canh, quyét khong dé mit dau
con trai cho t6i khi khong thé niva.

“Tam biét, Philippe,” t6i thi thim trong gi6, hy vong 6ng s& nghe thay.
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Chuong 14

“Ysabeau? Ba 6n chir?”

“Tét nhién ro1.” Ysabeau dang udn cong lai bia mdt cubn séch cii vo gid va Bic nguroc e xudi.

Emily Mather nhin Ysabeau vé nghi ngai. Thur vién ny ¢ trong mdt tinh trang cuc ky hdn don. Phan con lai cta lAu dai thi gon gang ngin ndp, nhung can
phong ndy trong nhur the bi voi rong quét qua. Sach réi la 1iét khap noi. Aido da 16i ching ra khdi gid va quang 1én moi bé mit trong phong.

“No6 ha“m phai & ddy. Ong 4y chic da biét ring bon tré ¢ cung nhau.” Ysabeau ném cudn sach trén tay sang bén va voi t6i mot cubn khac. Viée nay Bm
tam hon ngudi thi thu ctia Emily dau nhéi khi chirng kién cac cuon sach bi doi xir t€ bac the ndy.

“Toi khong hiéu. Ba dang tim gi thé?”” Emily nhiit 1én mot cudn va nhe nhang déng lai.

“Matthew va Diana da dén nam 1590. T6i khi d6 khong c6 mit & nha, ma & Trier. Philippe chic hin da biét vé& ngudi vo moi ciia Matthew. Ong 4y s&
dé 1ai 161 nhan cho t61.” Mai toc Ysabeau x6a tung bao quanh khuon niit ba, xoa xuong tdn eo lung, Ba néng ndy dua tay vén toc va hat né ra cho khéi

vuong. Sau khi‘kiém tra gdy va cac trang cubn sach cudi ciing, ba rach mo trang sau cling bang mong tay cho sic bén ctia minh. Thiy khong c6 gl duoc
gidu & do, ba gam gir that vong va tirc gian.

“Nhung déy l sach chir khong phai nhing 14 th,” Emily thin trong ndi. Tuy khong biét rd vé Ysabeau, nhung Emily rit quen thude voi céc huyén thoai
khiing khiép hon vé ba me ctia Matthew va nhiing gi ba da lam & Trier cling nhu nhicu noi khac. Nt chua ctia gia toc de Clermont khong cé ban be gi
voi phil thily ca, va méic di Diana tin tuong ngudi phy nit nay, Emily vin khong d4m chéic chan.

“T6i khong tim mdt 4 thur no ca. Chiing toi gidu nhitng 1oi nhéin nho cho nhau giita céc trang sach. Toi da tim kiém qua moi cudn sach trong thur vién khi
ong ay chét, mong muon c6 duoe tirmg mau nho ky e vé 6ng ay. Nhung t6i chac chan da bo sot thir gi do.”

“Cé k& d6 khong phai noi tlmtlﬁy n6 — chua ﬁmthéy.” mot giong n6i kho khéc’ vong vao tir bong téi’ bén canh cira. Mai toc do ctia Sarah Bishop trong
tht hoang da va grong mit trang nhot vi lo king cing thiu ngi. “Marthe s& ngat xiu mat khi trong thay canh ny. Va that may la Diana khong c6 ¢ quanh
day. Con bé s& Ien 16p cho ba mot bai vé viéc bao quan giit gin sach dén mire khicn ba thay that ngoc nghéch.” Tabitha, con meo van bam theo Sarah di
khap noi, vot ra tir gitra hai chan ba.

Pén Iuot Ysabeau bdi réi. “Y ba la g, Sarah?”

“Thoi gian choi khitm chiing ta. Dl cho moi sy ¢6 theo ding ké hoach, Diana da dura Matthew tré vé diing ngay dau tién ctia thing Mudi mdt ndm 1590
thi c6 thé van con qua som dé tim kiém 101 nhan tir chong ba. Va ba s& khong tim thay 1oi nhéan trude d6 dau, boi vi Philippe chua gip chau gai to1.”
Sarah ngirng ngang. “T6i nghi Tabitha dang &n cudn sach kia.”

Tabitha, hai long dugc ¢ trong mdt ngdi nha c6 hrong cung cap chudt du da ciing nhur rat nhidu goc t6i dé an ndp, va gin ddy co ning bét dau xdm
chiém tréo I&n cac d6 g0 ndi that hay nhitng tAm man trudng, ¢d nang dang chém ché trén mdt cai gid trong thur vién va gam goc mdt cudn sach bia boc
da Ion.

“Kako gatil” Ysabeau gao Ién, lao 0 qua cac gia sach. “Do 1 mt trong nhitng cudn sach yéu thich ciia Diana.”

Tabitha, ké khong bao gior lti bude khi ddi dau v6i mot sinh vat san mdi khéc ngoai trir Miriam, dp manh vio cubn sach im n6 roi xudng san nha. ¢6 a
nhay xuong theo sau, 16n von bén trén chién loi pham nhur su tr canh mdi.

“La mot trong nhitng cudn sach vé gia kim thuat ¢ hinh minh hoa,” Sarah néi, giai phong cho cudn sach khoi con méo ctia ba rdi 1t gio qua céc trang,
Ba hit ngiri cai bia. “A, cha trach Tabitha nuon nhai nd. Cudn sach cé mi bac ha va da, giong y nhw mén do choi yéu thich ctia nd.”

mot miéng gidy vubng vin, duoc gip nhiéu hrot, rap ron roi xubng san nha. Bo roi cubn sach, Tabitha ngoam méu gidy giita hai ham ring sic va nghénh
ngang tién ve phia ctra.

Ysabeau dang doi san né. Ba tim gay Tabitha qhélc 1én va cay méanh gidy tir miéng con méo. Ri ba hon Ién mili nang méo dang siing sd stmg sbt. “Con
meo thong minh. May s& dugc an ca vao bira toi nay nhé.”

“D6 1a thir ba dang tim kiém 42" Emily nhin ménh gidy vun. N6 duong nhur khong ximg v6i viée xdi tung ca can phong 1én nhur thé.

Cau tré 1oi cita Ysabeau thit rd rang tir viéc ba ning niu n6. Ysabeau can thin gior cic nép gAp dé tréi ra thanh mdt o gidy day, khoang hon mudi
centimet vudng, ca hai mit déu duoc pht kin bang nhiing ky tu i ti.

“Céi d6 dugc viét bang mdt loai méat mé,” Sarah noi. Ba ddy cap kinh doc gong van ngya 1én séng miii dé nhin rd hon.

“khong phai mat mi — 1 tiéng Hy Lap.” Ddi tay Ysabeau run run khi ba vudt phing to gidy ra.
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“N6 néi gi thé?” Sarah hoi.
“Sarah!” Emily méing, “D6 14 chuyén riéng mi.”

“N6 Ia tir Phiippe. Ong dy da gap ching,” Ysabeau the hit, doi it chay dua hrét trén cac dong chit. Ban tay ba dura kn miéng, su nhe nhom ganh dua
cung cam giac khdng tin noi.

Sarah doi cho Ysabeau doc xong. Mt khoang hai phut, d6 1 chin muroi gidy dai ding ding ma ba s& khong bao gior trao cho ai khdc ca.
“Thé nao?”

“Ho & cting 6ng Ay vao dip . “Vao budi sang ngay I& thanh, t0i da tam biét con trai em. Thang bé cudi ciing da hanh phiic, dugc két ban doi véi mot
ngudi dan ba di theo dau chan ciia nit thin va ximg dang véi tinh yéu ciia n6,”” Ysabeau doc to Ién.

“Ba ¢6 chéc ong Ay 4m chi Matthew va Diana khong?”” Emily thiy cum tir ndy trang trong va mip md mdt cach ky quiic khi ding trao dbi gitta vo chong,

“Ding thé. Matthew ludn I dira con lam ching t6i lo ing, dii cac anh chi emné con virdng vao nhiing tinh thé kho khan t6i t€ hon nhidu. Mong udc ciia
to1 [ duge thay Matthew hanh phuc.”

“Va phan am chi ‘nguoi dan ba di theo du chén ciia nit than’ kha 15 rang,” Sarah tin dong. “Ong 4y khong thé ghi r tén con bé va nhan dinh Diana [
phu thily. s€ ra sao ra néu ¢6 ai khac tim thay 1oi nhan?”

“Con nita,” Ysabeau tiép tuc. ““S6 phan van c6 strc manh khién ching ta kinh ngac, vui suéng, Toisg ring s& c6 mot khoang thdi gian khé khiin & phia
tru6e danh cho ching ta. Toi s& lm nhitng gi ¢6 the, trong khoang thoi gian con lai cia minh, dé dam bao cho sy an toan cta ba va cho cac con chau
chiing ta, nhitng dira tré da cho chiing ta niém vui va ca nhitng dira tré con chura duoc sinhra.””

Sarah chiri thé. “Chua sinh ra, khong phai chura durgc tao ra a?”

“Diing vy.” Ysabeau thi tham “Philippe thuong Ira chon tir ngir mdt cach can than.”

“Vay 6ng 4y dang cb giing ndi cho chiing ta biét didu gi d6 vé Diana va Matthew,” Sarah noi.

Ysabeau tha ngurdi kn sofa. “mdt thoi gian rat lau, rat u trude day, ciing c6 nhirng loi d6n vé cac sinh vat khac thuong — bat tir nhung day quyen nang.
Khoang thdi diém hiép wéc in dau tién duge ky, c6 nguoi tuyén bd ring c6 phi thiy sinh ra mot dira tré khoc ra méu giong ma ca rong, Mdi khi dira
bé khoc nhur thé lai c6 nhitng con gié dir doi thoi tir bién vao.”

“T6i chura bao gioy nghe thiy chuyén d6 ca,” Emily cau méy noi.

“N6 bi phi nhan nhwr mdt cau chuyén thin thoai dugc théu dét nén nham khién céc sinh vat so hii. Rat it ngudi trong ching ta gidr con nhé duoc, va thim
chi cang it hon nita nhimg ngudi tin vao kha nang c6 céu chuyén dy.” Ysabeau cham vao to gidy trong long. “Nhung Philippe biet do 1a sur tht. Ong ay
giit dra tré ay, ba thay day, va biét né danh cho dicu gi.”

“Dicu do 1a cai gi chir?” Sarah simg st hoi.

“mit manjasang dugc mot phi thiy sinh ra. Dira tré toi nghiép dang chét doi. Gia dinh ctia phit thity kia y dira bé tir chd me n6 va khong cho thing bé
an mau, ho cho rang néu chi cho thang bé uong sita, s€ ngan duge nd bien thanh sinh vét nhur ching t61.”

“Chéc chin Matthew biét cau chuyén nay,” Emily noi. “Ba chic da ké cho cau dy dé cau Ay tim kiém, néu khong phai vi loi ich ctia Diana.”

Ysabeau Fic dau. “Déy khong phai truyén ciia t6i dé toi dugc ké.”

“Cac nguoi va nhirng bi mit clia cac ngudi,” Sarah chua chat noi.

“Con nhitng bi mét ctia c4c vi thi sao, Sarah?” Ysabeau la lén. “Ba that s tin réing phi thiy — nhitng sinh vit nhu Satu va Peter Knox — khong biét gi vé&
dura tré manjasang ndy hay me cta né u?”

“Ding lai di, c4 hai nguoi,” Emily dot ngdt 1én tiéng, “Néu cau chuyén nay c6 that, va cac sinh vat khac biét no, thé thi Diana dang gip nguy hiém nghiém
trong, Ca Sophie nita.”

“Chame ¢ éy déu 14 phu thiy, nhung c6 4y lai 3 yéu tinh,” Sarah 161, long nghi dén cip vo chong tré xuat hién trén bac thém nha ba & New York vai
ngdy trude 1& Halloween. khong ai hiéu lim sao hai yéu tinh dy lai vira vin lién quan t6i diéu bi 4n nay.

“Chdng Sophie ciing vay, nhung con gai ho s€ 1a phu thiy. ¢6 4y va Nathaniel | bang chimg nhén tién cho thiy ching ta khong hiéu r& lim thé ndo ma
phu thity, yéu tinh va ma ca rong sinh san va truyén cac kha ning ctia ho cho con chaw,” Emily lo Bing noi.

“Sophie va Nathaniel khong phai I nhitng sinh vét duy nhét can tranh xa Dai Hoi Dong, thit may 1 Matthew va Diana dang an toan ¢ thoi diém 1590
chir khong & ddy.” Sarah dir dan thém vao.
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“Nhung hai dira & trong qua khir cang Jau thi kha néing chiing lim thay ddi hién tai cang nhiéu,” Emily nhan dinh. “Chéng chéng thi chiy, Diana va
Matthew s& 16 dién thoi.”

“Y ¢6 muon néi gi, Emily?”” Ysabeau hoi.

“Thoi gian phai didu chinh — va khong theo céch qua dang nhu moi ngudi nghi, voi nhitng cudc chién tranh bi ngin chin hay cac cude bau cir tong thong
thay d6i. N6 s€ 1a nhitng su viéc nhé bé thdi, giong nhur 101 nhan nay, xuat hién & cho nay cho kia.”

“Nhitng dicu dj thudng,” Ysabeau im bam. “Philippe luon tim kiém nhimg didu dj throng trén thé gii. Py B 1y do vi sao t6i van doc tit ¢ chd béo do.
No da trd thanh thoi quen ctia ching t6i doc hrdt qua ching vao moi budi sang.” Mat ba kheép lai trude hoi tre than thude dy. “Chong t61 yéu thich cac
myc the thao, di nhién 161, va cling doc ca cac cot bao vé gido duc nita. Philippe lo ling vé nhitng gi bon tré s& hoc trong trong lai. Ong dy lap nhém
bang hiru dé nghién ctru tiéng Hy Lap, triét hoc, va con tai trg cho nhitng trudng dai hoc danh cho phu nit. Toi udn nghi viée d6 that ky la.”

“Ong 4y dang tim Diana,” Emily n6i voi vé doan chic ctia nguoi ¢6 nang hyc finh cam trdi ban.

“C6 16 thé. C6 1an t6i da hoi ong Ay tai sao lai qua mirc ban tim t6i cac sw kién dang diénra nhu thé va ong dy hy vong phat hién duoc diéu gi trong i
dong bao chi. Philippe tra 101 6ng ay s& bict d6 1a gi khi thay nd,” Ysabeau ké. Ba mim cudi budn ba. “Ong ay yéu nhitng dicu ky bi va noi néu c6 the,
ong ay muon lam tham t, giong nhur Sherlock Holmes vay.”

“Ching ta can chéc chén phat hién ra bat ctr sy khéc thrdng nio dit nhé bé trong thoi gian trude khi Pai Hoi Dong biét diroc,” Sarah noi.

“T6i s& bao Marcus,” Ysabeau git dau tan thanh.

“Ba dang 18 nén ké cho Matthew biét vé dira bé lai d6.” Sarah khong thé kim nén dugc vé trach cir 1 ra trong giong noi.

“Con trai t0i yéu Diana, néu biét vé dtra tré d6, Matthew tha ring s& quay lung voi con bé chir khong bao gidr diit con bé — va dira tré — vao vong nguy
hiém.”

“Nhitng ngudi nha Bishop khong d& bi doa thé dau, Ysabeau. Néu Diana mudn con trai ba, con bé s& tim cach dé c6 duogc ciu dy.”

“Diana d& mudn c6 cu dy, va gior ho da ¢6 nhau,” Emily nhéic. “Nhung ching ta s& khong chi chia sé tin nity cho Marcus dau. Sophie va Nathaniel ciing
can phai biét.”

Sarah cung Emily roi khoi thu vién. Ho dang ¢ trong can phong cii cia Louisa de Clermont, xudi theo hanh lang t6i phong Ysabeau. Sarah da nghi khong
biét bao nhiéu An mdt ngay khi thiy nd ¢6 miii hoi giong Diana.

Ysabeau van & lai sau khi hai ngudi roi di, thu thip nhimg cubn sach de sap lai 1én gid. Khi cin phong mot an nira lai | ngan nédp trat tir, ba tré lai chd sofa
va nhit 1én 16i nhin tir chong. N6 con c6 nhiéu chuyén hon diéu ba tiét 16 voi hai phi thity. Ba doc lai nhitng dong cubi cing.

‘Nhu’ng da du nhimng chuyénu aerL Em ciing phai gitt minh an toan dé c6 thé tan huong twong lai cling véi ching, d4 hai ngiy: 10i ké tir khi t6i thAm
nhic emnhd ring em i ngudi ndm giit trai tim thoi. Ti ude rang minh ¢6 thé lm vay timg phit timg gidy, dé em khong quén diéu d6, hay quén tén cia
ngudi dan 6ng s€ yéu thwong em mii mai. Philipos.”

Vo nhig ngy cudi doi, ¢6 nhiéu lic Philippe khong thé nhé duroc tén minh, hudng hd 1 tén ctia ba.

“Cam on Diana,” Ysabeau thi thim néi trong bong dém, “vi da mang ong dy tr6 lai cho ta.”

Vai gidr sau, Sarah nghe thiy mdt 4m thanh la ling phia trén du— glong tleng nhac, nhung con hon ca &m nhac. Ba lao bd ra khoi phong dé 16i tim thay
Marthe trong hénh lang, ba o boc minh trong chiéc 4o choang thm day vién cii voi mit con ech duoc théu trén miéng i, nét mat biéu 16 mot vé vira
sung sudng lai vira dau dén. Con ngudi khong bao gior ¢ thé tao ra am thanh dep d& nhung sau tham do. Chéic hin dang c6 mot thién thin trén mai nha.

“Ysabeau dang hat trd lai,” Marthe tra oi. “Ba 4y chi lim thé mot lan duy nhét tir khi Philippe chét — I khi chau gai ba gip nguy hiém va cn dugc kéo
tr6 vé thé giéi nay.”

“Ba Ay 6n chir?” Qua nhiéu dau dén va mét mét trong mdi nt nhac khién tim Sarah thét lai.

Marthe gat dau. “4m nhac [ diéu tt, mot déu hiéu cho thiy thoi ky dé tang ciia ba Ay c6 thé dang két thic. Chi khi d6 Ysabeau méi bt dau sng lai.”
Hai ngudi phu ni¥, ma ca rong va phu thity, cing Eing nghe cho dén khi nhitng ndt nhac cudi cling trong bai hat ciia Ysabeau Eing dan vao im king,
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Chuwong 15

“Trong nhur mbt chi nhim dién 4y,” t6i nhan xét. Puong chén trdi London phi kin nhung ngon thép nhon tua tiia nhu v6 s6 ciy kim chia thang Ién troi,
ndi Ién gitta dong 16n xon cac toa nha xung quanh ching. “D6 1 gi vay?” t6i thd hit ra, chi v& phia mot toa kién tric bing da ¢6 nhiéu 6 cira sb cao it

“Nha tho Thanh Paul,” Matthew giai thich. “Sét danh tring thap nhon, mai 0 bit lira chay. Nguoi anh tin d6 I ca phép mau khi toan b nha the khong
bi thiéu ra tro,” anh tiép 1oi.

“Con chiang gl ngac nhién khi nguoi Phap tin réng d6 16 rang 1 ban tay ctia Chiia da tao nén sur kién 4y,” Gallowglass binh luan. anh chang gip ching ti
6 Dover, va da trung dung mdt con thuyén tai Southwart, hién gio dang chéo thuyén dua chiing t6i nguroc dong, “Bat ké lic nao Chia Troi thé hién uy
quyéen that sy ctia Nguoi di nita, thi Nguoi ciing cha bao gio cap tién tu stra cho nd ca.”

“Nit hoang ciing khong,” Matthew toan tim dé y cac cau cang doc bd, con ban tay phai it trén chubi grom.

T6i chura bao gioy tirong trong ndi nha thdr Thénh Paul cii to 1on dén thé va lai tir véo minh cai nira. Toi da phai im viéc d6 ké tir khi phat hién thiy toa
thép (ca né nita, trong that to I6n khdng 16 khi khong cé nhitng toa nha choc trdi vay quanh) va Cau London (noi ¢6 chire niing nhu mdt khu trung tim
thurong mai.) Rét nhidu quang canh ciing nhur 4m thanh gy 4n turong cho t6i ké tir khi ca hai dén qua khir, nhung khong gi khién t6i stng s6t nghet tho

nhur An d4u tién nhin hrét qua toan canh London.

“Chit ¢6 chiic k khong mudn cdp céng th trén trude khong?” Gallowglass vin ludn ngy y thim do vé hinh dong lan nay ké tir lic ching ti tréo vao con
thuyén.

“Chiing ta s& dén Blackfiiars,” Matthew kién quyét noi. “Moi chuyén khac déu c6 thé doi.”

Gallowglass t0 vé hd nghi, nhung anh chang van tiép tuc chéo cho t6i khi ching t6i dén cuc tiy cta thanh phd ¢6 ¢6 tudng bao quanh. Tai d6, thuyén
cap bén & mdt cu cang c6 nhitng bac thang bang d4. Nhiéu ndc thang dudi ciing bi nhan chim dudi dong song, va nhin vio cac bire tudng thi thity triéu
s& tiép tuc 1én cho t6i khi phin con lai ciia cac bic thang da ndy ciing nam dudi mit nude. Gallowglass ném soi ddy cho mdt ngudi dan 6ng vam v3,
ngudi ndy cam on cau ta rdi rit vi da tra lai tai san ctia Ong ta.

“Céu hinh nhu chi dj lai bé.r}g thuyén ctia nguoi khac nhi, Gallowglass. C6 & Matthew nén tang cho cau mot chiée thuyén riéng vao dip Giang Sinh,” to1
lanh nhat n6i. Chuyén tré vé nuréc anh ctia chiing t6i— va theo lich cii — c6 nghia chiing t6i dang &n mimg dip nghi Ié 1an thir hai trong nim nay.

“Va tude doat di mdt trong nhitng lac tht it 6i cta chdu u?” Him rang tréing bong ctia anh chang lp 16 sau bd rau. Cau chau trai cta Matthew camon
ngui lai thuyén roi ném cho dng ta mdt dong tién xu c6 kich ¢d va d§ nang du lam giam han vé lo ling cua ngurdi dan dng khon kho, chuyén thanh biéu
hién cam kich choang vang,

Ching t6i di tir chd 1én boy xuyen qua mot hanh lang mdi vom, ngang qua hém Water, mt con dudng giao thong huyet manh ngodn ngodo, chat hep dong
dtic nha & va ctra hang. Mi san nha cang lic cang nang cao Ién, cic ngdi nha nhd Ién cao hon so véi mit duong, giong nhu mot cai tu biap phé c6 nhiing

ngan kéo trén dugc kéo ra hét. Hau qua la vai lanh, tham trai san, va cac thir linh tinh khic dugc phoi giéing ra ngoai cira s6. Moi ngudi déu dang tranh
thi mt ngaty thoi tiét dep hiém hoi dé 1am thoang khi cho noi an & hay hong dd may niic.

Matthew van ném chét tay t6i, con Gallowglass thi di bén phai toi. Cac hinh anh ctng 4m thanh d6 dén tir moi phia.
“Ching ta dén rdi,” Matthew n6i. “Huou Puc va Vuong Mién.”

Toa nha c6 mdt nira duoc xdy bang gb, gidng hiu hét ca con pho modt hanh lang vom bac qua hai day ctra sb. Nguoi thy dong gidy dang ban ron lam
viée & dAu bén ndy mai vom, trong khi ngudi phu nit & phia déi dién dang trong chimg méy dura tré, khach hing, cing mot cubn sé ghi chép Ién. Ba ta
gt dau nhanh nhen chio Matthew.

“Vo ctia Robert Hawley quan Iy hoc vién cting nhur khéch hang cua ong 4y bang ban tay thép. khong c6 chuyén gi dién ra tai Hwou Puc va Vurong Mién
ma Margaret khong biét,” Matthew giai thich. T6i tham ghi nhé s& két ban véi ngudi phy nit 4y ngay khi ¢6 co hoi.

L01 di ving Ve dan vao san trong khu nha — noi xa hoa trong mt thanh pho do6ng dtc nhu London. Khodang sin kiéu hiinh nhd vé trang nhé hiém c: mot
giéng cung cip mrde sach cho bo phan dan cu noi dy gdm nhiéu thanh phan khac nhau. Val ngudi con tan dung phdn san ph]a nam 1§ thién bang cach
cay nhitng vién da lat cii 1én dé trdng mdt manh vuon, va bay gior cac ludng dat gon gang trong khong ctia nd dang kién nhin doi mia xuan dén. mot
nhém phy nir gidt giti lam viée bén ngoai khu kho ¢l canh nha v€ sinh chung,

Phia bén trai, mit cau thang xoén dan Ién khu phong ctia chiing ti ¢ tang mdt, noi Frangoise dang doi dé chao d6n trén phin chiéu nghi rong rdi. ¢o dy
d3 mo tung canh cra kién c6 dan vao khu phong, Trong phong c6 mdt ti bat day chat nhitng khuyén xau. mdt con ngong, trui long va gly cd, bi bude
vao qua damtrén clra til.

“Cubi cling cting dén.” Henry Percy xuat hién, cudi rang 18, “Ching t6i da doi miy tleng dong 1 rdi dy. Mau than phu nhén tSt bung ciia t6i giri cho
cac vi con ngdng ndy. Ba nghe béo n6i rang trong thanh phd khong c6 gia cim va bét dau khan truong lo Fing cac vi c6 thé bj doi”

“that vui duoc gip anh ban, Hal,” Matthew bat curoi vang vira ndi wira lic dau trude con ngdng no. “Me anh c6 khoe khong?”

“Van luon a mdt ngudi nhicu 10i Eim chuyén vao dip Giang Sinh, cam on anh ban da hoi tham. Hau hét ca gia dinh déu tim cd dé & lai noi ndo do, nhung
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i bi giit lai day dé lm nit hoang vui long. BE ha da quat Ién, vang vong ca khan phong rang t6i khong dang tin ciy ngay ca khi & xa tan P-P—Petworth.”
Henry ca lam néi, mit my fu xiu trude hoi tudng kia.

“anh vo ctng dugc chio mimg dén Giang Sinh v6i ching t6i, Henry,” t6i ndi, vira coi 40 choang vira budc vio trong, noi mii gia vi cing mii g0 linh sam
twoi méi ngap tran khong khi.

“c6 that tot bung da moi t6i, Diana, nhung em gai Eleanor va em trai George ctia t6i dang & trong thanh phd va ching khong 6 can dam dwong dau voi
ba.”

“ft nhét hy & lai voi ching t6i toi nay,” Matthew khén nai, I Henry sang bén phai & noi Am ap va c6 anh lira 16 swdi bip bing chay, “va hdy ké cho
ching t6i nghe nhing chuyén da dién ra trong thoi gian ching toi di ving.”

“O day moi chuyén déu yén éng ca,” Henry vui vé bao céo.
“Yén éng u?” Gallowglass gidm manh chan én cac bac thang, nhin vi ba tudc mdt cach lanh nhat.

“Marlowe & 18 d6i mii ctia Hong Y d udng nhur cai hii chim, rao ban nhitng bai tho véi mot anh chang cong chimg vién kiét xac dén tir Stratford, ké nay
bam dudi hin voi hy vong tr¢ thanh nha soan kich. Va gior ¢6 vé nhur Shakespeare rat hai long v6i viée hoc céch gia mao chit ky cta chi, Matthew. Theo
nhu ghi chép s6 sach cia chil quan tro, chii da hira tra tién phong cho Kit cliing cac chi phi an ¢ tuan trude.”

“T6i chi dé ho ¢ riéng c6 mot tiéng dong hd,” Henry chdng ché. “Kit bi¢t Matthew va Diana s& dén vao chiéu nay. anh ta va Will da hira s& cur xir tir té
hét mirc.”

“Vay ra d6 1 1oi giai thich,” Gallowglass Am bam mia mai.

“Déy la céi anh lam u, Henry?” To1 nhin ttr tién sanh vao trong khu phong sinh hoat chinh. Ai d6 d cai nhimg canh nhira rudi, thudng xuan va linh sam
quanh cho 10 sudi cting céc khung ctra s6 va bay thanh dong Ién giita chicc ban go s6i. Lo sudi dugc chat day cac xtic cti véi mot ngon kira vui turoi xi
x¢o chdy va no titach.

“Francoise va t0i mudn Giang Sinh dau tién ctia ¢6 ¢6 khong khi & hoi,” Henry dap, khudn mit g hong,

Huou Buyc va Vuong Mién dai dién cho cude song thanh thi & mirc tot nhat ciia thé ky murdi sau. Phong khach ¢o kich thude dep, cam giac 4m clng va
d& chiu. Buc tuong phia tdy I khung ctra s0 cung rét nhiéu 6 kinh nhin ra Hém Water. D6 1a v1 tri hoan hao dé ngim nhin moi nguoi, véi chd ngdi duoc
lot dém ém i xdy hen vao bau cira s6. Van 6p chan twong Am cac bure tuong ¢6 vé 4m ap, mdi tim déu duoc cham khéic hinh nhitng doa hoa va day
leo x0an vao nhau mém mai.

N01 thét gb trong phong déu 1 db thira nhung dugc ché tac tot. mot chiée ghé ti va hai ghé banh long sau doi sin bén canh 16 swdi. Chiée ban bang gb
s0i & chinh giita cin phong dep mot cach khac thuong, bé ngang chura day mot mét nhung lai kha dai, cac chin ban trang tri bang nhleu khuon mat thanh
tl cta tuong phy nir va mat than Hermes. mit gia nén sang ryc treo lo' img phia trén chiéc ban. N6 ¢6 thé durge nang Ién va ha xudng bang cach st
dung hé thong day thimg kéo gin trén trdn nha. Nhimg cai i du sur tir dang gam duoc tram trd phia nait tru6e ctia mot cdi ti chén qudi di chira hang loat
cac cdc vai, binh dung, tach hay ly chan dai — méc du rat it dia, that 1 thich hop cho mdt gia dinh ma ca rong,

Trude khi an vi ding bira 61 v6i moén ngdng quay, Matthew dan t6i di xem phong ngi ctia hai dira va phong lim viée riéng ciia anh. Ca hai déu & phia
bén kia tién sanh, ddi dién phong khach. Cua so dAu hdi nhin ra san trong quén tro, khién c hai cin phong mang cam gic sang sta va thoang dang dén
ngac nhién. Phong ngi chi ¢6 ba mén do gb: chiée giuong bdn coc voi phan dAu giromg duge cham khiic cau ky kém man treo bang gd ning né, mdt ti
ap tudng cao dugc Gp gb cac mit, mdt ti bip phé thip dat dudi cira s6. N6 bi khoa ky, va Matthew gidi thlchrang trong d6 dung b 4o giap cing vai
mo6n vii khi ctia anh. Henry va Frangoise ciing d vao chd nay. Day thurong xuan duge cubn trén cac cot girong, 10i ho con bude nhing canh nhya rudi
vao thanh giuwong nita chir.

Trai nguoc voi phong ngi trong ¢6 vé hiém khi ding, phong lim viéc ctia Matthew 10 rang dugc str dung rt tot 0 day c6 cac gio glay, i va cde vai
dAy nhimg bit 16ng va lo mure, ¢6 di xi dé imra vai t4 nén, nhiu cudn ddy bén va rat nhiéu thu tir dang doi sin khién tim t6i tring xubng khi nghi v& no.

mjt cdi ghé banh trong rét thodi mAi voi lung tira dde nghiéng ciing hai tay ghé cong cong durge dt trude c4i ban c6 nhitng tim vén c6 thé kéo daira.
Ngoai trir phan chan ban ning né cham tr6 hinh chiéc coc cu hanh, moi thir déu don gian va thiet thur.

Théy t0i ti mit trude hang dong cong viée dang doi anh, nhung Matthew van chang ban tim. “Tat ca cai d6 c6 thé doi. Ngay ca cong vu gidn diép vao
dém Giang Sinh ciing thé,” anh ndi voi toi.

Sudt bira t6i, ching t6i trd chuyén nhidu hon vé nhitng thanh tich chéi loi mGi nhét ctia Walter va choang vang trudc tinh trang giao thong & London, 16i
huréng sang vai chi d& nghiém tiic hon nhur cude ché chén say swra gan nht ctia Kit va chang William Shakespeare dam nghi dam lim. Sau khi dam dia
duoc don sach, Matthew 161 ra mOt ban tro choi nhd. anh ]éy bd bai tir ngan kéo bén dudi 11 4n cAn day t6i cach choi bai, theo phong cach thoi
Elizabeth. Henry vira m6i thuyét phyc Matthew va Gallowglass choi tro vy rong — mot tro ghé ron lién quan dén viée dit nho kho chdy sang vao mot dia
ruou brandy va danh cuoc xem ai c6 thé nudt duoc nhiéu nhét — thi dung Kic tiéng thanh ca vong Ién tir dudi duong bén ngoai cira sb. khong phai tit ca
bon ho déu hat dung nhip, nhitng ngudi d6 con khong biét 1i bai hat dang chém thém cac chi tiét khiém nha vé doi séng riéng tu ciia Joseph va Mary.

“Pay, milord,” Pierre ndi, dui mot thi tién xu cho Matthew.

“Chiing ta c¢d banh khong?” Matthew hoi Frangoise.
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¢6 &y nhin Matthew nhur thé anh da mt trf viy. “Di nhién ching ta ¢6 bénh. Ching 6 trong chiéc tii chén dymg d6 &n moi dudi tang trét, & d6 mii ciia n6
s€ khong lam phién ai,” Frangoise dap, chi tay vé phia cau thang, ‘“Nam trurdc ngai cho bon ho rurgu, nhung t6i khong tin bon ho xin né vao démnay.”

“Toi s& di cung anh, Matt.” Henry tinh nguyén. “T6i thich mdt bai hat hay vao dém Giang Sinh.”

sur xudt hién ctia Matthew va Henry duéi lau duoc danh ddu boi 4m huong tang Ién thiy 16 ctia doi hop xuéng, Khi dan hat thanh ca két thic, Matthew
cam on bon ho 16i phét thuong tién xu. Henry thi phén phét nhimg c4i banh, hanh déng ndy dan theo hang loat c4i cti dau kinh cin kém theo tiéng thi
thim “cam on, thira dirc ngai” khi thong tin ddy 1 B4 tudc Northumberland dugc truyén ra. ROi tit ca di chuyén sang ngdi nha khac, theo sy sip xép
thir twr wu tién bi 4n ndo do ma ho hy vong duoc dam béo nghi ngoi dudng st va tra cong ot nhét.

Ching miy chbc ti da khong thé kimnén nhing cai ngdp dai nita, va Henry cing Gallowglass bt du goi ngudi mang dén ging tay va a0 choang ciia
ho. Ca hai cuoi tim tim giong nhirng ba moi dang hai long mén y trong khi huong ra phia ctra. Matthew kn girong cting t6i, anh 6m t6i vao 1ong cho téi
Itic t6i chim vao gidc ngi, nhitng bai thinh ca vong lai xa xa ciing nhiéu chiéc chudng ngan nga diém gio vang 1én khip thanh phd.

“D6 I nha tho Thanh Mary—le-Bow,” anh n6i, king nghe nhitng 4m thanh trong thanh ph. “Va Thanh Katherine Cree.”
“D6 ¢6 phai 1 nha thd Thanh Paul khéng?” Toi hoi khi mot tiéng ngén nga lanh lanh kéo dai vang lén.

“khong. Tia sét danh vao gac chudng do ciing phé hiy ca nhing qua chudng 101, anh d4p. “D6 1a nha thd Thanh Saviour. Chiing ta da di qua nd trén
dudng vao thi tran day.” Céc nha thé con lai & London cling d6 don theo tiéng chudng nha ther Southwark. Cudi cting mdt hoi chudng rung khong ngau
hing ket thiic bang nhiing tiéng lanh lanh choi tai va ciing Ia &m thanh cudi ciing t61 nghe durgc trude khi giac ngl trum lén.

Giira dém, t6i bi danh thirc boi t1eng trod chuyén vang ra tir phong lim viéc ctia Matthew. Toi camnhin dugc chiéc giuong, nhung anh khong con ndm
ciing t6i nita. Soi dai da giir cho tAm dém khoi x6 léch kéu rit én va kéo gian ra khi toi nhay xudng san nha lanh ngit. Toi run rdy cuén mot tim khin
choang trude khi roi khoi phong,

Phan doén bing cac ving sap trén g cém nén thi hin Matthew da lam viéc nhidu gior ddng hd rdi. Pierre ¢ ¢ cung anh, dang dimg canh céi gid duoc xay
khuét bén 10 suéi. anh ta trong nhur thé bi kéo nguroc phia sau I qua Iop bin ciia song Thames I thily triéu xudng vy.

“Toida di qua. khéip c thanh phd vi Gallowglass va dam ban ngudi Ieeland ctia cau dy,” Pierre 1Au bau. “Néu ddm nguoi Scot biét bt cir didu gi vé
ong thiy gido 4y, ching s& khong dé 16 ra dau, milord.”

“Thay gi4o ndo thé?” Toi budc vao phong, Chi khi d6 t6i mbi phét hién ra mdt canh ctra hep 4n sau 1op van gb dp tuong

“To6i xin 161, madame. T6i khong dinh lim ba thirc gidc.” Vé mit mit can dam ciia Pierre 10 ra qua m6 réc rudi, va mii hoi thdi di kém theo anh ta khién
nit t6i chdy murdc.

“Pugc 1di, Pierre. didi. Ta s tim anh sau.” Matthew doi trong khi tiéng gidy Iép nhép ctia ngudi hiu nho dan va bién mit. Anh miit Matthew troi dat t6i
khoang bong t6i bén canh 10 sudi.

“Cin phong ndm xa tit sau cnh cira d6 khong chao don anh rdi,” t6i hru y nhic nho, di toi bén canh anh. “Gidr chuyén gi xay ra thé?”

“C6 thém tin tirc tir Scotland. Bdi thim doan két 4n tir hinh mdt phap sur tén John Fian — thay gido dén tir Pretonpans. Trong khi anh di ving,
Gallowglass da co  khampha sy thét a gl néu co bét ctr diéu ddi tré ndo 4n sau hang loat 101 budc i da man do: phung tho Satan, chat thay ngudi chét
trong nghiia dia, bién chan chudt chiii thanh nhiing nmiu bac nén hén khong bao gio thiéu tién ca, di ra bién bang mdt con thuyen cung quy dir va Agnes
Sampson dé pha ngang nhitng chinh séch ctia dirc vua.” Matthew quang td gidy 1én ban trude it minh. “Nhitng gi anh ¢6 thé n6i thi Fian i mdt trong

nhing thir chiing ta goi 1 tempestarii, ngoai ra chéing ¢6 gi khac ca.”
“mdt con gi6 phi thity, hodic ¢6 thé 1 murée phi thity,” t61 n6i, chuyén ngir cum tir la kia.

“Ding thé,” Matthew git dau. “Fian im tang thém s tién lwong gido vién ctia minh bang céch giy nén bio t6 sim chép bang buia chi sudt dau mia
bang tan kh1 ma mia dong & Scotland ¢6 vé s& ching bao gios két thiic. Dan ling ngudng md 6ng ta. Ngay ca hoc trd ctia Fian ciing chi ¢6 tan duong va
ca ngoi ong ta. Fian c6 I€ cling s hitu mt chit kha néng tién tri — ong ta da tién doan dugc cai chét ctia moi nguoi, nhung chuyén ny cling co thé do
Kit bia ra dé thém méim thém mudi cho cau chuyén ké v6i d4m khan gia nguoi anh ma thoi. anh ta bi am anh v& mot phi thity ¢6 khé niing linh cam, hén
la emcon nhé.”

“Phu thity d& bi thuong tOn trurée tam tinh that thurdng cia nhimg nguoi hing xom Em, Matthew. Phit trude bon em con a ban be, phit sau da phai
chay khoi thi tran — hodc ¢6 khi con t€ hon nita.”

“Nhitng gi xay ra v6i Fian han 1 t0i t& hon rdi,” Matthew dirt khoat noi.

“Em c6 thé tuong tuong durgc,” t6i rung minh dap lai Néu Fian bi tra tin nhu Agnes Sampson thi chic héin 6ng Ay s& chao don cai chét dé giai thoat.
“C6 gi trong cin phong Ay thé?”

Matthew can nhéc viéc ndi véi t6i rang do 1 bi mét nhung da khon ngoan kiém ché lai. anh dumg Ién. “s& t6t hon néu anh chi cho em thiy. O sat bén anh
nhé. Troi con chua sang, va ching ta khong thé mang nén vao phong d6 dugc visg's€ c6 ngudi trong thay tir bén ngoai. anh khong mubn em bi vap
ngd.” Toi ling I§ gat dau va cam lay tay anh.
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Ching t6i bude qua bau cira vao mdt can phong dai v6i nhitng hang cira s6 chi vira viin Ion hon may cai rdnh trén niii tén nam kep phia dudi méi hién.
Sau mdt lic, nit t6i da thich nghi va nhiéu hinh thi xam xam bét dau hién ra tir trong bong t6i ti miL. mdt cip ghé dan cii k§ am tir iéu non ding dé ngdi
trong vuron duoc dit d6i dién nhau, kung ghé uon cong vé phia trrde. Nhing bang ghé thip mon vet duoc sép xép thanh hai hang xudi theo 16i chinh
giitra phong, Mbi chiéc mang mdt loat nhimg mon db ky la dugc phan loai: sach, gidy to, thu tir, mil, va quan do. Tir bén phai ¢ anh kim loai le 16i:
nhirng thanh kiém, can dyng phia trén, miii chic xudng mdt dng dao gim ndm trén san phong & gin do. C6 ca tiéng sot soat va tiéng chan chay nhéo
nhac.

“Chudt d4y.” Tiéng Matthew than nhién, nhung t6i khong thé khong kéo sat chiéc vay ngi p vao hai chan minh. “Pierre va anh lmmoi thir ¢ thé,
nhung chiing thé ndo loai b chiing hoan toan. Ching thay chd gidy td ndy hap dan khong cudng ndi.” anh hit him Ién phia trén, va t6i lin dau tién dé y
thay nhitng tring hoa ky di & trén tudng,

T6i 1é budc lai gin hon va sam soi nhitng vong hoa d6. Mdi vong dugc treo bang mdt soi thirng bén manh duoc trat vira gin véi mdt c4i dinh dau vudng,
Soi thimg ndy sau d6 duoc xau qua cdi khuyén moc & goc trai ctia hang loat cac van ban giy to. Nut cudi soi thimg durgc treo nguoc 1én ciing udn qua
cai dinh d6, tao thanh mdt vong hoa bang gidy.

“mot trong nhitng cdi tu tai licu dAu tién trén thé giéi. Emda nbi anh giir qua nhiéu bi mat,” anh kh& Ién tiéng, dua tay ra dép vao mdt vong hoa. “Emc6
thé bo sung nhitng thir niy vao mdi quan tdm cuia minh.”

“Nhung ¢6 dén hing ngan tai liéu.” Chéc chin ngay ca mot chang ma ca rong mot-nghin-nam-tram-tudi ciing khong thé doc hét qua nhiéu nhu thé.
“Plng vay,” Matthew dong tinh. anh quan sat trong khi t6i dra mét quét khéip ciin phong, ghi nhan nhiing gi dwoc canh giir. “Bon anh ghinhé nhiéu diéu
ma céc sinh vat khédc muon ling quén, viéc d6 gitip cho Céc hiép sidong Thanh Lazarus ¢6 thé béo vé nhitng thir minh tran trong, mdt s6 bi mit 1
ngiroc vé thoi dai tri vi ctia tién dé. Hau hét cac tai libu cii hon da duoc chuyén dén Sept-Tours dé giit an toan.”

“C6 qua nhidu diu vét gidy 1o, toi ]ambam, “va tht ca chiing sau cuing déu dan tr6 vé anh hay nhing nguoi nha de Clermont.” Can phong nhoa dan cho
61 khi t6i chi con thiy cac vong hoa bang gidy va con Ibc xody 1on clia ngdn tir trai ra thanh nhidu soi ddy dai bén xoan lai. C6 diéu gi d6 t6i can phai
hiéu trong nhitng dong chir ching chéo nay.

“anh dang xem qua cac gidy to ny tir lic em nggl, tim kiém thong tin tham khao vé Fian. anh da nghi ring co 18 dng ta ciing duoc nhic toi & day,”
Matthew n6i, dan t6i quay trd lai phong lam viée. “Diéu gi 46 de giai thich tai sao hing x6m ling giéng lai quay hrng véi ong ta. Han phai c6 mot vi du
méu cho ching ta biét tai sao con ngudi xir sy theo cach ny.”

‘Néu anh tim thiy n6 thi cc sir gia ddng nghiép ctia emsé rat hdo htrc dugc biét ddy. Nhung h’iéu 10 truong hop ctia Fian khong dam bao ring anh co
the ngan can dicu turong tir xdy dén voi em” Th co gian giat trén quai ham Matthew cho t6i bit 161 n6i cua minh da dnh tring dich. “Va emkha chac
chan 1a anh khong dao xdi vao van dé nay sau sat hon trude duoce dau.”

“anh khong con 14 g dan 6ng Imt nhammat mo cho qua tht ca ndi dau khd ndy — va anh khong mubn trd thanh gi dan 6ng d6 mot 1in nira.” Matthew
kéo chiéc ghé ciia anh rdi nding né ngdi xubng. “Chéc chin anh c6 thé lam duoc didu gi ddy.”

T6i vong hai canh tay 6m anh vao long. Cho dii dang ngdi, anh van cao dén mirc dinh dau thic én 1dng ngurc toi. anh ric sau thém nita, i im king, sau
do tr tir kéo nguodi ra, niit anh nhin dan vao bung toi.

“Diana. Emdang. ..” anh dung lai.

“C¢ thai. Em da nghi vy,” t6i than nhién n6i. “Chu ky cta emkhong déu tir sau vu Juliette, nén em da khong dam chéic. Em 6m trén dudng tir Calais t6i
Dover, nhirng bién dong va con ca em an trude khi chiing ta roi di 10 rang 3 khong twoi.”

anh tiép tuc nhin chim chiim vao bung t6i, khién t6i ngo nguy khong thoéi mai.

“Thiy gido day strc khoe & truong trung hoc clia em da diing: Con gi thit sur ¢6 thé ¢6 thai ngay lin dau tién quan hé tinh duc voi mt chang trai.” Toi
da tinh toan va kha chac chin qua trinh thy thai xay ra trong dip cudi tuan lé dam cudi ctia ching toi.

anh van im fim khong én tiéng.

“Matthew, noi gi di anh.”

“C6 thé im.” anh trong c6 vé stmg s6t, bang hoang.

“Moi thir vé chimng minh déu c6 thé.” Téi ha mot ban tay run rdy dat Ién bung minh.

Matthew dan cac ngon tay long VAo tay toi va cudi ctng cting nhin vao mat ti. Toi ngac nhién trude nhitng gi minh thiy trong d6: kinh ngac, tu hao, va
d6i chut hoang mang, Thé r6i anh mim cuoi. D6 1a biéu hién ctia mdt niém vui swdng hoan toan,

“Néu em khong lim dwoe mdt phy huynh tot thi sao?”” T6i hoi vé khong chiic chin. “anh da timg lim cha — anh biét phai im gi.”

“Ems& | mdt nguoi me tuyét vor” i 101 phan bac ngay tirc thi tir anh. “Tét ca nhitng gi mot dira tré can I tinh yéu thirong, ngudi Ion ¢6 trach nhiém voi

ching, mot noi ém ai dé dua vao.” Matthew dua hai ban tay dan chat diu dang vuot ve bung t61. “Ching minh s& khac phuc budc dau tién cing nhau.
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Budc cudi ciing s& phu thude ca vao em ddy. Bay gid em cam thiy thé nao?”

“Hoi mét moi va budn non, v& mit thé chit. V& cam xiic, em chiing biét bt dau tir dau.” Toi hit vao mot hoi run run. “Cé phai thong thirdng né mang
cam giac s¢ hai, dit ddi va diu dang ctng lic khong anh?”

“Ding thé — ca ring ron, lo Fing, 16i so dén phéat dm nita,” anh diu dang dap.

“Em biét thit 10 bich, nhung van luon lo rang phép thuat cia minh ¢4 thé kim ton thuong dira bé, mic dit mdi néim ¢6 dén hang nghin phi thity sinh con.”
Nhung ho dau cuéi mit chang ma ca rong,

“Péy khong plm 14 bao thai binh thudng ma,” Matthew néi, nhur doc duoc suy nghi ctia 1. “Nhung em khong can phai im minh lo Fing.” mot thoang u
budn w6t qua mét anh. Toi c6 thé thiy rd anh vira bd sung thém mdt ndi lo Fing nita vao danh sach ctia minh.

“Em khong mudn ké vai ai ca. Chua phai bay gio.” Toi nghi dén cin phong bén canh. “Cude doi anh c6 thé goi thém mdt diéu bi mét nira — it nhét
trong mot lic dugc khong?”?

“Di nhién rdi,”” Matthew dap ngay tip hr. “Trong vai thang t6i, bung em chéc s& chura 10 rd dau. Nhung Francoise va Pierre s& mau chong biét dugc tir
mi ciia em, néu bon ho con chua bict, roi ca Hancock va Gallowglass nita. Ciing may, ma ca rong khong hay héi nhitng cau riéng tu.”

Toi cuoi khé. “Ding ra thi emmoi la nguoi gilt bi mit nay chir. anh khong thé nio to vé bao boc nhiéu hon durgc dau, cho nén s& khong ai doan ra dugc
ching ta dang che giau di€u gi néu chi nhin qua thai d§ cu xt ctia anh.”

“Dlg c6 chéc chén qua thé,” anh n6i, mim cudi tuoi réi. Matthew khum nhimg ngon tay khép lai phia trén tay t6i. D6 1 cir chi bao boc che ché rét ban
ning,

“Néu anh cir cham vao em theo céich &y, moi nguoi s& nhanh chong doén ra déy nhé,” i thimg théing tn dong, Tt cac ngon tay doc theo b vai anh.
anh ring minh. “anh I& ra khong thé ring minh khi cam thAy thir i dm ap chir.”

“P6 khong phai nguyén nhan anh run rdy dau.” Matthew dimg Ién, che khuét 4nh séng tir nhimg ngon nén.

Trai tim t6i don bat duoc anh nhin cta anh. anh tum tim cudi, nghe thdy nhip dép thét thuong khe khd do, va keo o1 ve phia cai girong, Ching t6i coi bo
40 quan rdi ném xudng san nha, noi ching nim lai trong hai 6 tring tir ving sang bang bac chiéu hit xudng qua cira so.

MBi cai au yém tir Matthew nhe tira 1ong hdng theo dau timg phiit bién di trén than thé t6i. anh nin nd trén mdi centimét da thit mém mai, nhung anh
nhin mét lanh ctia anh lAm ting thém cam giac nhtrc nhdi 4y hon i xoa diu né. Timg ny hon cang thit cang réi y nhu cam xtic ma ching t6i chia sé vé dira
con ndy. Ctng ltic d6, nhitng 1i thdm thi ctia anh trong bong t6i lai khuyén khich t6i dn sw chi ¥ chi vao minh anh thoi. Khi t6i khong thé chd doi lau
hon nira, Matthew di vio trong t6i, mbi chuyén dong déu khong voi vi ma that diu dang, gidng nhur nu hon ctia anh.

T6i udn cong ngudi dé ¢b ging nhan duoc nhiéu hon nira, va Matthew dimg yén lai. Cling voi song lung t6i cong hinh canh cung, anh da dang hoang &
ngay 161 vao ttr cung, Va trong mdt khoanh khic ngén ngtii, nhung I3 méi mi, cha, me va con ¢ that gan nhau hon bat ¢t ba sinh vét nao trén doi nay co
thé lam durgc.

“Ca con tim va ca cudc doi anh,” anh thi thdm hira, van chuyén dong trong toi.

Toi 6a khoc va Matthew om s1et i vao ong cho t6i khi con rung dong ngimg lai Roi anh hon subt doc co thé t6i, bt dau voi con mit thir ba ciia phil
thity, i tiép d6 dén bo mdi, ¢b hong, gitra hai bau ngure, dudi ngue, r6n va cudi cing 13 bung toi.

anh dim dudi nhin xubng, Fic du va tang kém nu cudi rang 16 tré con. “Chiing minh d tao ra mot em bé,” anh n6i, rdi king ngudi khong én tiéng,
“Chiing minh da lam dwoc,” toi déng y cung véi mot ny curdi dap lai.

Matthew len déi vai vio gitta hai bip dii t6i, ddy cho ching mo rong ra. mot canh tay bao quanh dAu gbi t0i, tay con lai om qua bo hong bén kia dé ban
tay anh ¢6 thé dat lén mach dép noi do, anh nga dAu trén bung t61 nhur thé né | mdt c4i gdi va budng mdt tleng tho dai thoa mén. Hoan toan yén tinh, anh
ling tai tim kiém tiéng 6¢ 4ch nhé nhe tir dong mau gio ddy dang nudi dudng dira con cta ca hai. Khi nghe tiéng, anh nghiéng d4u va 4nh it ching toi
gip nhau. anh cudi twoi, rang 13, day chan thure, 1di quay trd lai voi niém mong moi ctia minh.

Trong man dém dudi 4nh nén ciia budi sang ngaty 1& Gidng Sinh, t6i cam nhin dugc sirc manh king 18 dén tir viéc chia sé tinh yéu véi mot sinh vat khac.
khong con i mot vat thé don doc trdi ndi di chuyén xuyén qua khong gian va thoi gian nita, gi ddy toi da B mdt phin cia mot hé hanh tinh. Toi can phai
hoc cach gitt e hit ctia chinh minh trong khi dang bi 16i kéo nhur thé ndy boi nhimg co thé to 16n hon va manh mé hon t6i. Néu khong thi Matthew,
nhirng nguoi nha de Clermont, con ching t6i — va Pai Hoi Ddng — di nhién, c6 thé kéo t6i di mit.

Khoang thdi gian ti ¢6 voi me minh thit qué ngin, nhung trong bay ndm ba da day cho t6i nhiéu diéu. Téi con nhé tinh yéu thuong vo diéu kién ctia me,
vong tay me chd che bao boc, va cach me luén cd mit & diing noi toi can. DBung nhur Matthew néi: Tré con cAn tinh yéu, mot nguf)n an Ui tin cay, va mot
ngudi 16n sin 1dng chiu trach nhigm voi ching,

da den lic ding viéc coi noi tam trii cta ching 61 & day nhur mot budi hoi thao dat trude ¢ nurde anh clia Shakespeare, mi thay vao d6 nhan ra n6 la co
h6i cudi cling va t6t nhét ctia t6i dé kham pha chinh minh, dé t6i c6 thé gitp con minh hiéu dugc chd ctia né trong thé gidi nay.
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Chuong 16

Ching t6i trai qua dip cudi tuin binh king, say stra véi bi mét cia ban than va dAm chim trong nhig suy doan ma tht ca cac bac im cha imme déu co.
Thanh vién m6i nhét ctia ga toc de Clermont s€ c6 mai toc den g10ng cha n6 nhung ¢6 cap mét xanh ctia t6i u? Cau nhoc s& thich khoa hoc hay lich str?
Céu nhoc s& khéo tay giong Matthew hay vung vé gidng t6i? V& phan gi6i tinh, ching toi c6 nhitg ¥ kién khéc nhau. Téi ¢ 1ong tin d6 & mdt bé trai,
con Matthew ciiing chéc chin khong kém rang n6 13 bé gii.

Lic mét ba nguoi va vui vé, ca hai tamngung cac y nght vé turong lai dé ngim nhin London thé ky murdi séu tir nhirg cin phonga 4mép cta minh. Ching
01 bét dau ¢ 0 cac cura s6 nhin ra Hém Water, noi t6i ngim nhin cac toa thap tu vién Westminster xa xa, va két thuc & hang ghé banh duoc kéo dai toi
trurde cira sO phong ngi, noi c6 thé trong thay song Thames. Thoi tiét lanh gia ciing thyc té ring day | ngiy 1€ ctia ngudi theo Thién Cha gido cling
khong ngan dugc nhitng ngudi chéo thuyen tlep tuc cong viéc giao hang va cho khach qua séng. Tén cudi con pho chiing t6i song, mot nhdm ngudi chéo
thuyén thué tim tum trén céc bac thém dan xubng b song, con nhitng con thuyén trong khong ciia ho thi dang nhép nhd bap bénh trén séng nude.
Matthew chia sé¢ nhiéu ky niém ctia anh vé thanh phd ny sudt chiéu hom do trong khi thity triéu Ién rdi xudng. anh ké cho t6i ¢6 thoi diém & thé ky murdi
lam lc s6ng Thames dong bang t6i hon ba thing troi — lu dén nbi cac cira hang tam by dwoc dung 1én ngay trén nit bang dé phuc vu cho giao thong

duong bo qua song. anh ciing hi turong lai nhitng nim chira san sinh thé hé sau ctia minh ¢ Thavies Inn, noi anh d4 trai qua nhimg nam théng hoc lut lin
thir tur va ciing 1 1an cudi cing,

“anh mimg ring em da trong thiy no trude khi ching minh r6i khoi,” anh n6i, siét chit tay toi. Lan lwot tirng cai mot, nguoi ta dang thip sang dén, dem
treo 1én trde miii thuyén va dat bén cira s6 clia cac ngdi nha va nhirg quén tro. “Chiing minh s& cd ghing sap xép mot chuyén thim S& giao dich Hoang

2

gia.

“Chiing ta s& tr& vé Woodstock u?” Toi bdi rdi hoi.

“C6 I8, trong mdt thoi gian ngfin thoi. Sau d6 minh s& quay vé hién tai.”
T6i chim chiim nhin anh, qué stmg s6t khong n6i nén 1oi.

“Ching minh khong biét duoc dleu gl s& xay dén trong sudt thoi ky thai nghén, va vi an toan ctia em— cé ctia con nita — minh can kiém tra theo ddi bé
con. Can lam vai xét nghiém, va t5t nhét 1 ca siéu Am nita. Thém nita, em ciing nén & cing di Sarah va Emily.”

“Nhung, Matthew,” toi phan d6i, “chiing ta chira thé tro vé nha duoc. Em khong biét lim cach nao.” anh quay ngoit lai.

“Em da giai thich 10 rang trurde khi ching minh di dy. D¢ du hanh tré v& mot thoi diém, anh can ba mon do dé dua anh t6i noi mubn dén. BE du hanh di
toi anh can ¢6 phép thuat, nhung em khong the 1am phép duoc. D6 1a ly do ching ta dén day.”

“Em khong thé ndo mang thai sinh n& & ddy dugc,” Matthew dimg bat day khoi ghé.

“Phy nit thé ky murdi sau van c6 con con gi,” t6i 6n ton n6i. “Hon nita, em khong thiy c6 i khac nhau ca. Em d4u phai chi mang thai vai tuan 8.

“Em & c6 di1 sirc manh dé mang ca con bé va anh trd vé tuong lai chir? khong, ching ta can roi di cang som cang tot, va tot hon hét Ia trude khi con bé
ra doi” Matthew dimg siing lai. “s€ ra sao néu viéc du hanh thoi gian gy t6n hai téi dira bé theo cach nao d6? Phép thuét 1 mot chuyén, nhung dicu
ndy...” anh thinh linh ngoi thup xuong,

“Chéing c6 g thay doi c4,” toi xoa diu. “Dira bé khong thé Ién hon mot hot théc dau. Bay givr ching ta dang & London, khong c6 gi khé khitn trong viée

tim dugc ai d6 giip em dicu khien phép thudt ctia minh — chua noi dén nguoi c6 thé hiéu vé du hanh thoi gian hon ca di Sarah va ¢6 Em”

“Con bé 16n bing mot hat dau king rdi.” Matthew dimg ai. anh ngh ngoi gidy It roi dura ra quyét dinh. “T6i sdu tudn tat ca qua trinh phét trién then chot
cua thai nhi s& dien ra. Cai d6 s€ cho emnhiéu thoi gian.” Gigng di€u anh n6i giong bac st hon 1a mdt 6ng bo. Téi bat dau thay thich nhitng con gian dit &
thoi hién dai cua Matthew hon [ céi tinh khich quan theo théi hién dai cta anh.

“Thé thi em chi con vai tudn I, néu em can bay tuin thi sao?” Néu di Sarah c6 & trong phong ndy, thi di s& canh céo anh ring vé biét diéu cta t6i khong
phai 1a mdt dau hiéu tot dau.

“Bay tudn ciing t6t,” Matthew ndi, chim ddm trong céc y nghf riéng minh.
“0, thé 4, tdt qua roi. Em ghét cam thay bi don ép khi c6 lién quan dén thir quan trong nhur viéc kham pha ra em 1 ai.” Toi sai budc tién vé phia anh.
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“Diana, cai d6 khong...”
Lic ndy ching t6i dang dtmg, mii cham miii. “Em khong ¢6 co hdi 3 mdt ngudi me tdt néu khong biét rd hon vé sirc manh c6 trong dong méu minh.”
“Diéu ndy khong hay...”

“anh dam ndi chuyén ndy khong tot cho con khong. Em khong phai kiéu binh rong dau nhé.” Liic ndy tim trang ctia t0i dang soi suc ddy. “Ban dau anh
muon mau cuia em cho cac thi nghiém khoa hoc cua minh, gio thi 1a dira bé nay.”

Matthew, anh chang chét tiét, dtmg im im d6, tay khoanh truréc nguc va cap nit xam cimg ran.
“Thé nao ha?” Toi hoi.

‘”Ihé nao cai gi? o rang quyén tham gia d6i thoai ctia anh trong cudc ndi chuyén niy khong hé c6. Em dang n6i ndt céc cau anh dinh n6i. Emc6 & cing
bat dau luén ay chir.”

“Chuyén niy chang lién quan gi t6i hobc—mdn clia em c,” toi ni. Toi tir tir nhan thiy trang thai don doc nay c6 & 1a bang chimg cho diéu nguroc lai.
“anh chéng nhic gi ca cho dén khi em dé cap t6ino.”

“Nghe khong c6 vé gidng thé.”

Long may anh nhudng lén.

“Em van [ cling mot ngudi nhur em ctia ba ngiy trude. Vige mang thai khong phai i mot trang thai bénh Iy, va n6 khong loai trir céc Iy do ching ta &
day. Ching ta tham chi con chua c6 mdt co hoi thich dang dé tim kiem Ashmole 782.”

“Ashmole 782 w?” Matthew thdt 1én 4m thanh non nong, “Moi chuyén da thay d6i, va emkhong con 14 cling mdt ngudi nita roi. Ta khong thé gitt bi nit
viée ¢6 thai ndy v thoi han dau. Chi tinh theo ngay thoi, 101 moi ma ca réng déu s& co thé ngiri thy sur thay 601 trong co thé em Kit s& phét hién ra ngay
sau ddy, va anh ta s& hoi v& ngudi cha cia n6 — boi khong thé i anh, diing khong? mdt phu thiy mang thai sdng cing v6i mdt wearth s& Bm day Ién tinh

trang thu dich cua cc sinh vat trong thanh phd nay, ngay ca nhing ké ching quan tim may dén hiép wdc kia. s& c6 ké phan nan véi Pai Hoi Bong. Cha
anh s€ yéu cau ching ta trd lai Sept—Tours vi sy an toan ctia em, va anh khong thé chiu dung duogc viéc noi 101 chia tay voi 6ng mot lan nita.” anh cao

giong n6i khong ngimg nghi.

“Emkhong nghi. ..”

“khong,” Matthew cét ngang, “emkhong nghi. Em khong thé nghi duogc. Chia oi, Diana. Trude déy, emva anh ¢ trong mdt cuge hon nhan bi cérp doan.
biéu do da 1 c6 mot khong hai r6i. Con gio em dang mang con ctia anh. D6 khong chi la diu doc nhat duy nhat — cac sinh vat khac con tin la dicu
khong thé. Ba tuan nita thdi, Diana. khong thé nhiéu hon mdt khac nao.” anh kién quyet khong xiéu long,

“Cho dén lic d6 anh khong thé nio tim durge modt phi thity sin long gitp d& dau,” t6i khéng nghi. “khong thé durgc voi nhitng gi dang xay ra ¢ Scotland
bay gio.”

“C6 ai ndi bét ky diéu gi vé chuyén nguyén y sin long dau?” Nu cudi ctia Matthew 1m toi on lanh.

“Em & sang phong khach dé doc sach.” Toi quay nguoi hudng téi phong ngi, mudn tranh anh cang xa cang tt. anh dang doi sin t6i ¢ 1i cira rdi, canh
tay chan ngang 16i t6i di.

“anh s& khong dé mét em du, Diana,” anh n6i, giong diéu kién quyét nhung lng I&. “khong phai dé tim kiém mot cudn c6 thur gia kim thuat va ciing
khong phai vi mot dira tré chua chao doi.”

“Con em s& khong danh mét chinh minh dau,” t6i dap tra. “khong phai dé thoa méin nhu cau diéu khién kiém soat ctia anh. Ciing khong phai trrde khi em
timra minh la ai.”’

ks

Ngay thir Hai, t6i lai dang ngdi trong phong khach, luét qua cudn The Faerie Queene va dang thét thin chan nan thi ctra phong mo ra. C6 khach viéng
thim. To6i d6ng sap cudn séch lai vé hd hoi.

“To1 khong nghi la minh con duoc suoi Ammot an nira,” Walter dtng trong khung cira, nguoi w6t ludt thudt. George va Henry di ciing anh, ca hai trong
cting khon kho khong kém.

“Chao Diana.” Henry héit hoi, rdi chao t6i bang mdt cai cti dau trinh trong trude khi huéng t6i 10 sudi va viron tay ho trude ira kém theo tiéng rén thoa
man.

“Matthew d4u roi?” T6i hoi, ra hiéu cho George vao chd ngdi.

“V6i Kit. Bon ti b ho lai chd ban sach.” Walter ra ddu vé huéng nha tho Thanh Paul. “T6i d6i chét mat. Cai tén Kit hoc gao Ay goi bita t6i khong in
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ndi. Matt néi Frangoise nén m cho ching t6i thir gi d6 dé an.”” Ny cudi toe toét ranh méinh di boc mé 1 ndi dbi ctia anh ta.

Céc anh chang dang ding dén mon thir hai va hrot ruu thir ba thi Matthew vé nha cung voi Kit, mbt dmsach trén tay va day du cac mat toc biéu khong
ctia mdt trong nhimg tho' cao phap sur ma t6i da nghe noi dén. Bo ria m6i duoc cit tia gon gang cta chdng toi that hop voi khu6n miéng rong cta anh,
con ham rau thi rét thoi thuong nho gon tao hinh khéo Ko. Pierre theo sau, mang theo bao bd bing vai lanh day nhitng gidy hinh vuéng va hinh chit nhat.

“Ta on Chua,” Walter ndi, git gu tin thanh bd rau. “Gio anh trong méi [a anh.”
“Xin chao, emyéu,” Matthew ndi, hon Ién ma toi. “Em cd nhén ra anh khong?”

A9

“C6 — miic di trong anh gidng mot tén cudp bién,” ti cudi noi.

“Ding thé thét, Diana. anh ta va Walter g trong nhur anh em dy,” Henry cong nhén.

“Tai sao anh lai ctr khang khing goi vo' Matthew béng tén than mét clia c6 Ay thé',’hé Henry? Ba Roydon da tr¢ thanh ngudi duoc anh bao trg hay sao?
Gio ¢b ay 1a em gi anh 161 u? Gidi thich khac duy nhat 14 anh dang c6 y dinh quyén rli day,” Marlowe can nhan, ngo6i phich xuong mot cai ghe.

“Haly thoi choc vao to ong di, Kit,” Walter ning,

“anh c6 qua Giang Sinh mudn day,” Matthew n6i, truot chdng db ctia minh vé phia toi.

“Sach.” that bdi rdi khi cam thiy sy m6i me 16 ranh rinh tir ching — tiéng cot ket ctia gay sach chit khit phan d6i khi durge mo ra lan dau tién, mii gidy
va huong myre. Toi da quen vdi viée trong thiy nhimng cudn sach nhur thé ndy trong tinh trang ¢l mon ¢ céc phong doc ctia thur vién, chir khong phai
dang nim trén chiéc ban noi chiing t0i ding bira. Cubn séch trén ctng ¢6 miu den thé chd cho cudn van & Oxford. Cudn ké tiép i mot ban kinh cau
nguyén that dep. Trang tyra d& dugc trang tri hoa my va t6 diém bang mdt hinh anh tira twa nhu gido trudng Jesse cuia kinh thanh. mdt c4i cdy nga ra xuit
hién tir bung 6ng ta. Tran t6i nhan lai. Tai sao Matthew lai mua cho t61 mot cubn kinh nhi?

“Lat trang sach dy di,”” anh giuc, hai tay king & 4p Ién thit hrng toi.

O mit bén kia 13 ban tranh khac 0 hinh nit hoang Elizabeth dang quy bi cau nguyén. Nhitng bo  xuong, cac hinh thude vé kinh thanh, va nhitng hinh
twong kinh dién trang tri cho mdi trang sach. Cubn sach 1 sur két hop giita van ty va hinh anh, gidng nhu nhitng chuyén ludn vé thuat gia kim ma toi
nghién clru.

“PX chinh xac k& kiéu sach mi mbt phu nhén déng kinh da két hon s& s hirw,” Matthew ndi, toét miéng cui. anh ha thép giong day bi an. “Céi do s&
thda min mong muon ctia em nham gitt viing thé dién bén ngoai. Nhung dirng lo. Cudn tiép theo khong dang kinh teo ndo dau.”

T6i dé cudn kinh sang bén va cam iy quyén sach day ni Matthew goi y. Céc trang séch ctia nd bi khau vao nhau va 1ong vao trong mit tim boc bao vé
bang gidy da hao hang day dzn. Chuyén luan nay hira hen Iy giai vé céc triéu chimg va phwong thirc chita tri moi loai bénh tat lam loai nguoi dau don,
kho s0.

“Séch ton gido 1 nhitng mon qua phd thong, va d& ban. Sach v& y hoc c6 mdt lwong doc gia nhod thoi va qua dét do khong thé mua ban chir chua n6i t6i
tién hoa hong,” Matthew giai thich khi toi An ngén tay trén Iop bia mém nmi. anh dira cho t0i mdt cudn sach khéac. “Rét may, anh da dat dugc mdt ban
sao in ciia cudn sach ndy. N6 i cudn sach hot ciia cac nha in va da dinh trude 1 mot cudn ban chay ddy.”

Moén do dang ndi t6i d6 duoc boc bia da den gidn di, v6i vai déu hidu trang trf béng bac. Bén trong k ban in dau tién ctia Philip Sidney xtr Arcadia. Toi
cuoi to, nhd lai minh da ghét doc né dén mirc nao hoi trén ghé dai hoc.

“mt phi thity khong thé song bang cau nguyén va bdc thude khong thoi.” Poi méit Matthew Bp lanh vé chim biém. B¢ ria ciia anh choc nhdn nhot khi
anh hon to1.

“Guong mit mdi ctia anh s& cn mdt chitt thdi gian mGi quen duge,” t6i ndL, bat cudi va co co mdi vao thir cho cam giae 1 la moi mé Ay.
d 0 0C, c 0 CO d Y.

Nigii Ba turée Northurmbertand dura miit nhin t6i trong khi thuréng thirc mdt miéng thit ngra b sung dinh dudng can thiét. “Méy cudn séch ny s& khong
giit cho Diana ban ron lau dau. ¢d ay quen voi nhitng hoat dong da dang hon co.”

“Diing nhur anh noi. Nhung c6 4y khong thé ndo lang thang trong thanh phd va rao giang vé gia kim thudt duoc.” Migng Matthew mim lai vé hai hudc.
Cr sau moi gio, trong :le va cach lua chon tir pgfr ctia anh lai cang khuén duc hop thoi. anh dya sat vao t6i, cti ngudi toi trude hit nglri binh rugu va
nhan nmit. “Cé gi d€ uong ma khong bi bd ca liéu dinh hiong va hat tiéu thé nay khong? Mui kinh qua.”

“Diana c6 & s& thich két ban voi Mary ddy,” Henry goi y, chiing nghe cau thic miic tir Matthew.
Matthew nhin chim chdm Henry. “Mary u?”
“Ho tudi tac turong durong va tinh khi cing trong tur, t6i nghii thé, va ca hai déu I nhimg ngudi uyén bac vé hoc thirc.”
“Nir ba tude khong chi hoc tai biét rong ma con co thién hudng lam moi thi bbe chay,” Kit nhin xét, tur r6t cho bér} than mot cde vai dﬁy ruou. anh ta
di mili vao cai coc ro1 hit vao mdt hoi thd sau. N6 c6 muii kha giong Matthew. “Hay tranh xa nhiing céi vac chung cat va 1o luyén cua ba ay, ba Roydon
a, trir phi c6 muon ¢ mai toc chdy xém quan tit hop thoi trang.”
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“Lo luyén u?” Toi thic méc ngudi ndy ¢6 thé 1 ai.

“A, dung thé. Nit ba tudec xtt Pembroke,” George noi, doi it sang ruc Ién trude trién vong mdt nha bao trg quyén thé.

“Tuyét d6i khong ” Gitra Raleigh, Chapman, va Marlowe, 0i da gip dti nhimg huyén thoai véin chuong dé mang theo dén hét doi roi. Ba nir ba tudc |
nguoi phu nit 161 lac nhat cua dat nude ndy, va 1a chi gai cua ngai Philip Sidney. “T6i khong san sang d€ ggp Mary Sidney dau.”

“Mary Sidney cting khong san sang gap co dau, ba Roydon, nhung t61 ngo 14 Henry ding day. co s& mau chong chan nhirmg ngurdi ban cua Matthew va
can tim kiém ban be ctia riéng minh. khong c6 ho ¢6 s& thiy vo cong rdi viée va u vdt sdu mudn mat.” Walter gat dau voi Matthew. “Céu nén moi Mary
dén day ding bira t6i.”

“Blackftiars s& tic nghén hoan toan néu nit ba tudc Pembroke xuat hién & Hém Water. s& tot hon nhiéu néu dé ba Roydon t6i 1u dai Baynard. N6 chi &
phia bén kia birc twong thdi ma,” Marlowe ndi, hd héi vi loai bd dugc toi.

“Diana s& phai di bd vao thanh phd,” Matthew chi ra.

Marlowe khit miii khinh thuong, “dang 13 tun & gjita Gidng Sinh va nidm moi ma. khong ¢6 ai dé y néu c6 hai phu nit da két hon cing chia s¢ mdt coc
ruou va ng6i tan chuyén dau.”

“Toi s& rat vui duge dua b Ay di,” Walter tinh nguyén. “Cé & Mary ciing mudn biét vé& chuyén phiéu ru mao hiém ctia t6i & Tan Thé Gioi.”

“anh phai d¢ in khéc dé nghi nit ba tuéc dau tur vao Virginia. Néu Diana di, t0i s& di cing 6 4y.” Anh mét Matthew séc bén. “Toi tw hoi ligu Mary ¢6
biet phu thily nao khong?”

“c ta 1a dan ba, ding khong? Di nhién ¢6 ta biét cac phi thiy 161, Marlowe noi.

“Thé thi ti viét thur cho ¢6 Ay nhé, Matt?” Henry hoi.

“Camon, Hal” Matthew rd rang khong bi thuyét phuc voi kha ning thanh cong ctia ké hoach nay. Thé rdi anh tho dai. “da qué 1au rdi ké tir 1an cubi toi
gip c6 ay. Hay n6i vdi Mary ching ta s& ghé tham c6 ay vao ngay mai.”

su mien cudng ban dau ctia t6i voi vide gip g Mary Sidney nhat dan khi thoi diém hen gip t6i gan. Cang nhé lai, cang phat hién duoc nhidu diéu vé nix
ba tude Pembroke, t6i cang trd nén hao hirc hon.

Francoise thi lo Eing cao d6 cho chuyén viéng thiim ndy, c6 ning nhing xi én voi quin 4o ciia t6i hing gid. ¢d ta dic biét gin vao mdt céi cd xép nép
phi phiém vong quanh cai duong ¢b cao ciia chiéc 40 khodc nhung méu den ma Maria d3 thiét ké cho t01 & Phap. ¢6 ta con lamsach va ép phang chiéc
vay dai mau ndu do ndi bét ctng nhitng dai nhung den ctia nd. Mon dd nay két hop vai chiée 4o khoac rat dep dén mirc laimngudi ta chodng vang vi
mau sdc. Khi toi da niic d6 xong, Frangoise tuyén b i ¢6 thé thong qua, mic dit qua mdc mac gian di va trong qué Piic so véi quan diém in niic clia
co ta.

Matthew tan hudng khoang thoi gian vo tan dé nhdm nhap ruou va hoi bang tiéng Latin vé budi sang ciia t6i. Vé mit anh thit gian manh.
“Néu anh dang ¢b am em tirc dién én thi anh thanh cong rdi ddy!” T6i dép sau mdt cau hoi déic biét buc minh.
“Refero mihi in latine, quaeso,”” Matthew néi voi giong diéu gido sur. Khi toi ném khiic banh ny vé phia anh, anh curdi amiva hyt nguoi tranh,

Henry Percy dén vira ding ic bét duoc cdi banh my gon ging bing mot tay. anh chang tré n6 lai ban ma khong binh luan g, binh thén tim tim cuoi va
hoi xem chiing t6i d2 san sang 1én duong chura.

Pierre hién ra khong mot tiéng dong tir trong bong tdi gan 161 vao ctra hidu gidy va bé‘g dAu di bd ngwoc con duong v6i dang vé rut ré, khiém tn, ban tay
phai nam chac can con dao gaim Khi Matthew 1& dua ching t6i hurdng vao thanh phd, t6i ngurde nhin [én. D6 13 nha tho Thanh Paul

“Em khong thé ndo quen dugc véi cai d6 & ngay gan bén nhur thé,” t61 im bam

Khi ching t6i chAm chdm hudng t6i nha ths I6n, cc giac quan cta toi bat ddu quen vi sy hdn loan on do ndy, va con c6 thé tach riéng ra cac 4m thanh,
mii vi ciing nhur hinh anh. Tiéng lim banh my. Lira than d4. Khoi gb. Mui men. Réc rudi da duoc rira trdi sach s& nho vio con mira ngiy hém qua. Mui
16ng Am ut. Toi hit vao mot hoi that sau, tham lam ghi chi trong dau 13 s& thdi néi véi sinh vién ctia minh ring néu cac em quay trd vé ding thoi diém,
cac emsé lap tirc bi choang vang boi miii hoi ham khé chiu. Thire té d6 khong phai sy thét, it nhét B vao thoi diém cudi thang Mudi Hai nay.

Dan 6ng va dan ba roi it khoi cong viéc dang lim va di ra cira s0 v6i vé 0 md khong hé xiu ho khi ching toi ngang qua, khé ctii dau chao vé kinh
trong khi nhan ra Matthew va Henry. Chiing t6i di qua mdt xudng in, qua mdt ctra hiéu khac Nic ngudi tho cao dang cat toc cho mdt nguodi dan 6ng, va
di men vong qua mdt phan xuong ban ron.

Khi nhitng diéu la ling da qua, t61 c6 thé tap trung chi ¥ vao diéu ngudi ta dang n6i, miu vai trén quan 4o ciia ho, bjéu hién trén mdi gurong Mt
Matthew da néi vé hang xom ctia ching t6i toan I nguoi nude ngoai, nhung nd nghe giong tieng Babel. Toi quay déau. “Ba 4y dang noi ngdn ngit nao
theé?”” Toi thi thAm liec miat nhin mdt phu nit day da méc chiec 40 khoac mau xanh lyc lam dam vién 16ng thi. To6i d€ y thay n6 dugc cat kha giong do ctia
tO1.
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“mdt phirong ngit ndo d6 ctia ngudi Bire,” Matthew ndi, ci thip dau xudng canh t6i dé t6i c6 thé nghe tiéng anh 4t nhitng 4m thanh dn a0 trén dudng

Chimg t6i di xuyén qua vom cong ctia mot ngdi nha trén cbng cb. Con hém md rong thanh con dudng, n da xoay s6 dé chéng lai tht ca nhitng thir ky di
nhim giit lai hiu hét cac mit duong 1at ctia minh. mot toa nha nhidu tAng ndm ngdn ngang bén tay phai 16i di v6i nhiéu hoat dong én a0 AmT

“Tu vién Dominic,” Matthew gii thich. “Khi vua Henry truc xuét céc tu i, n6 tro nén hoang tan sau d6 thanh khu nha dé 6. Gio khong thé ndi duge 6
bao nhiu nguoi nhoi nhét vao do.” anh liéc nhanh qua sén trong toa nha, noi mdt birc trong bang g6 va da kéo dai khoang cach gitta khu nha ¢ va mt
sau ctia ngdi nha khac. Vimot cai cd dang ti€c nao d6 nén mdi c6 canh cra treo ling ling trén mdt khdp ban I€ duy nhat.

Matthew ngudc nhin nha thd Thanh Paul rdi nhin xudng t6i. Guong mit anh mém mai di. “Dén dia nguc con thin trong, di thoi.”

anh huréng t6i xuyen qua khoang trong gitra mdt phin ctia birc twong thanh phd cii va mot ngdi nha trong nhur thé sip d6 nghiéng tang thir ba Ién khach
qua duong bén du6i. N6 c6 thé tr6 thanh mot con duong I6n nghéo nan béi vi moi ngudi dang di chuyén theo cung mot phurong huéng: nguroc kn,
huéng béc, di ra ngoai. Chiing toi dugc kin séng ngudi dira di vao mot con dudng khac, rong hon Hém Water. Tiéng On tang thém, ciing v6i sy dong
duc.

“anh d4 noi thanh phd gidng nhur hoang mac vao dip nghi I& ma,” t6i binh luén.
“Diing thé,” Matthew dap. Sau vai budc, ching t6i bi ném vao tinh trang rdi loan tham chi con Ién hon. Toi dimg lai trén duong di.

Nhiing 6 cira s6 ctia nha tho Thanh Paul déu sang Ién trong anh chiéu nhot nhat. Khoang san nha tho' xung quanh 16 ddc kin nguwoi— dan 6ng, dan ba, tré
em, ngudi hoc viée, nguoi hdu, gi4o si, binh linh. Nguoi ho hét, nguoi trd chuyén, va c6 thé thay gidy to & khip moi noi. N6 dugc treo 1én cac soi day
bén ngoai cac quy sach, dong dinh Ién bat ky bé mit clng ndo, hay xép thanh tap phe phiy trude it nhitng con ngudi bang quan. mdt nhom dan dng
tré tudi 6n a0 ban luén quanh cay cot phu dAy to buém théng béo, ing nghe ai d6 dang chimrdi rao céc quang céo viéc lim Thinh thoang lai ¢6 ngudi
tach ra khoi dam, nhimg ban tay v0 v0 vao kg anh ta khi anh ta kéo chiéc mii xubng va én dudng tim viéc.

“Oi, Matthew.” D6 13 tt ca nhimg gi t6i c6 ging im moi thdt ra duoc.

N nguoi tiép tue di chuyén thanh dan quanh ching t6i, cén than tranh mili kiém dai m nhitng nguoi ho tdng ti deo bén hong, mdt an gi6 nhe tat vao
chiéc mii chim dau. To6i cam thay nhoi nhdi rAm ran, tiép theo 1 strc €p nhe mo hd. O dau do trong khoang sén nha thd ban ron nay, mdt phu thiry va
mot yéu tinh d& cdm nhan duoc sy ¢ niit cua ching t6i. Ba sinh vat khac ngudi va mdt quy toc du hanh ctng nhau that kho 1ong ldm ngo cho dugc.

“Ching ta da thu ht sy chiy cta ai d6,” t6i noi Matthew duong nhur khong qua mire quan tam khi anh quét mét nhin nhitng khubn mét gan do. “Ai do
gidng em. Ai d6 giong Kit. khong c6 ai gidng anh ca.”

“Chua hg‘in,” anh tho hét. “Emkhong duoc tu dén day mot minh nhé Diana — khong bao gio. Hay ¢ yén trong khu Blackfiiar ctng v6i Frangoise. Néu em
di dén bat ctr dau xa hon 16i di bo do6,” — Matthew gt dau ra hi¢u vé phia sau ching t61 — “Pierre hozc anh phai di ciing em.”” Khi anh d4 hai long rang t6i
nhén thirc rd 101 canh cdo nay mot cach nghiém tiic, anh kéo t6i di. “Ching ta di gap Mary ndo.”

Chiing t61 18 lai vé phia nam, huéng ra con sdng, va con gi6 tap chan vdy €p vao hai chan t6i. Mac du dang di Xuong (101, nhung mdi bude chan déu thét
vét va. mit tiéng huyt sao tram trim cat 1én khi ching t6i di ngang qua mdt ngdi nha thd' ctia London, va Pierre lién bién mét vao mdt cai ngd. anh ta hién
ra tir ngd khac ngay khi t6i nhn thiy toa nha trong quen quen phia sau burc tudng,

“Do6 1a nha ching ta!”

Matthew git du va hudng sur chit  ctia t6i xudi xudng con phd. “Con d6 1a Jau dai Baynard.”

D6 14 toa nha In nhét t6i timg thiy ngoai trir Thap 6m, nha thd Thanh Paul, va quang canh xa xa clia tu vién Westminster. Ba tda thap c6 16 chéu mai
hurdng mit ra song, durgc ndi voi nhau bang nhitg birc turdng cao gap hai lan bat clr ngdi nha phu cén ndo.

“Lau dai Baynard duoc xdy dung dé tiép can tir con song, Diana,” Henry ndi bérng giong diéu Iy ]amtléc khi ching t6i di xudi xubng mdt conhém day
gi6 khac. “Day la 16i vao phia sau, va khong phai la cach ma céc vi khach nén dén — nhung nd 1a 16i di am &p hon ca vao mit ngay nhu thé nay.”

Ching t6i cti dAu tién vao mot canh cbng uy nghi duwong bé. Hai nguroi dan 6ng niic dong phuc mau xanh tim than véi nhitng huy hiéu miu ndu sdm, den
va vang kim rao budc tién 1én dé x4c nhan danh tinh khach dén thim. mdt nguwdi nhin ra Henry voi tom By tay 4o ngudi di ciing trude khi anh ta kip hoi

ching t6i.
“Prrc ngai Northumberland!”

“Ching ta dén day dé gp nix ba tude.” Henry quéang cai 4o khoac ngn tay vé phia ngudi gac cira. “Hay xem liéu nguoi c6 thé Bmkho né khong, Va
tim cho 6ng chii Roydon thir d6 udng néng nao do, néu co the.”” Viba tude bé khdop ngon tay bén trong doi ging tay da va nhan mit.

“Tét nhién rdi, thua dirc ngai,” ngudi gac cong ndi, dua miit nhin Pierre vé hoai nghi.

Léu dai nay dugc sép dat xung quanh hai quang truong khong 16 sau triing, khong gian ¢ gitta day nhitng cay trui I va vét tich con st lai ctia nhidu loai

hoa mia he. Ching tdi leo 1én mdt cau thang rong va gip cac gia nhan méc ché phuc, mdt nguoi dan ching t6i t6i phong sudi ndng ctia nit ba tude: can

phong rat moi goi voi nhitng 6 ctra so 16n, quay méit vé hudng nam nhin ra dong sdng. Ching dem dén mdt quang canh trai dai ctia dong séng Thames
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nhin thay 15 tir khu Blackfiiars.

Du khung canh twong tur, nhung khong c6 g nhdm 1an dugc giita khong gian sang stia, cao ngt ndy voi ngdi nha ctia ching t6i. Mic du khu phong ¢ ctia
chiing t6i rong ri va day du tién nghi, nhung lu dai Baynard la nha cta quy toc, va nd thé hién 16 diéu d6. Rong lon, nhiing chiéc dém ngdi duoc sip
dat & bén canh 10 suoi, doc theo d6 1 hang ghé tua sau dén mirc mot phy nit ¢6 thé cudn ngudi lai trong d6 ciing tit ca md vy 4o ctia minh nhét xung
quanh. Tham théu Am cc bure turdng d6 thém sinh déng bang mau sic troi sang va nhitng phong canh tir trong than thoai kinh dién. Ciing c¢6 déu hiéu
ctia mdt dau oc hoc gia & ddy. Sach, mdt vai twong ¢d, nhitng moén do ty nhién, tranh v&, ban do, va cac do vat hiém la phi dy trén céc ban.

“Ong chii Roydon?” mjt ngudi dan 6ng voi bd rau nhon va mai toe den mudi tiéu dimg d6. Ong ta cAmmdt c4i bang nho trong tay va mot cay co nho
xiu & tay kia.

“Hilliard!”” Matthew thét 1én vui vé. “Didu gl mang Ong t6i day thé?”

“mOt phin sy vdi énh ba Pembroke,” ngurdi dan ong dap, Vay VAy c4i bang miu ctia minh. “Toi phai hoan thanh nhiing chi tiét cho burc tiéu hoa nay.
Lénh ba mudn ¢6 né am qua ting nhan dip néim méi.” Poi mét mau ndu sang clia éng ta quan sat toi

“T6i quén mat, dng chura gip vo t6i, Diana, day 1 hoa si Nicholas Hilliard.”

“T6i rat vinh hanh,” t6i n6i, nhin gbi chio. London ¢ t6i hon mdt trim ngin ngudi sinh séng, Tai sao Matthew lai biét mdi con ngudi mi mot ngay ndo
d6 céc sur gia nhan thay ho thit quan trong nhi? “Toi bict va thit ngurdng md cong viée ctia ong.”

“c6 Ay da thiy birc chin dung ctia ngai Walter ma 6ng v& cho t6i néim ngoéi,” Matthew tron tru néi, khoa ip 1i chao hoi qué mirc dat dao tinh cam tir
61,

“mot trong nhirg birc dep nhét ciia ong 4y, 101 ciing cong nhan,” Henry lén tleng, nhin qua vai ngudi hoa si. “Bire ny ¢6 ve dugc dinh trude s€ la déi
thii ctia n6 ddy. that 1 gidng Mary dén tuyét voi, Hilliard. Ong da bét duoc than thai anh mét dit doi ctia ba Ay rdi dy.” Hilliard 6 vé vui mimg,

mdt ngudi hiu xuat hién véi ruou vang, Henry, Matthew va Hilliard ha giong n6i chuyén trong khi t6i ngim nghia mdt qua trimg da diéu chau Phi dat trén
cai bé vang con mdt cai vo dc anh vii thi ¢ trén cai bé bang bac, ca hai dugc dé trén mdt chiec ban ma doc theo d6 1a vai mén dung cu do Tudng vo gia
ctia toan hoc ma t6i khong dam cham vao.

“Matt!” Nit bé tude Pembroke dimg trén 10i vao hdi hé chiii nhimg ngon tay rdy muc vao céi khéin tay m ngudi hiu géi dang lén. Toi tw hoi tai sao
khong c6 ai thay phién, vi chicc vdy dai miu b6 cau xam cua nh ba da bi boi ban va thdm chi chdy xém nhiéu cho. Nir ba trée 16t bo chiee do gian di
khoi nguzoi, dé 16 ra mbt b vy do nhung bong nhur lya 1ong lay trong sac mau min chin giau sang. Khi ba giao cho ngwdi hau chiée 4o khoac thi nghiém
tirong ddi ¢6  dang vé hién dai, t6i nguri thiy ludng hoi thudc sing 10 rét. Nir ba twée vubt nguoc 1én mdt lon toc vang xoan tudt xudng bén tai phai. Ba
cao 1on va yéu diéu thudt tha, véi lin da mau kem ciing d6i miit ndu sau thim

Ba dang hai tay ra chao don. “Ban than yéu ctia toi. Toi da khong gip anh bao nam r6i, phai tir hdi dam tang em trai Philip ciia t6i 4y nhi.”

“Mary,” Matthew n6i, cti du trén ban tay ba. “co trong that tuyét.”

“London khong bang 1dng véi t6i, nhur anh biét ddy, nhung da thanh truyén théng ching ta déu vé day vao dip 1€ ky niém thurdng nién ctia nir hoang, va
t01da ¢ day. Toi dang lam viéc voi may cuon thanh ca ctia Philip va vai dam mé khac ma ciing khong dé tam dén né nhiéu lam. Cling c6 miy nguon an
ui, kieu nhur gap g& ban beé cil.” Gigng Mary nhe nhang ung dung, nhung van truyén tai dugc sy thong minh sac sao ctia minh.

“c6 qua 1 manh m3,” Henry ndi, bd sung thém vao 16 chio ctia Matthew va nhin nit ba twde véi vé hai long

D6i mit ndu clia Mary dan vao t6i. “Va ai ddy thé nay?”

“Niém vui ctia t6i khi giip ¢6 1am t6i ludng cudng mét rdi. ba Pembroke, day 1 vo t6i, Diana. Ching t6i m6i cudi.”

“Chao knh ba.” Toi nhin gdi that thap chao nir ba tude. Doi gy clia Mary dugc théu nhitng hoa tiét trang trf bing bac va vang huyén do m nguoi ta
lién tudng dén Eden, phi kin 1 hinh ran, tdo va con tring, Chiing hén phai dang gia ca gia tai.

“Ba Roydon,” ba noi, di mét chép chdp vé thich thi. “Gid thi tuc ban dau xong rdi, ching ta hily ¢t 3 Mary va Diana. Henry ké voi t6i ring ¢6 [ mot
sinh vién hoc gia kim thuat.”

“mdt ngudi doc vé thudt gia kim thoi, thura 1énh ba,” t6i sira lai, “chi thé thoi. Pire ngai Northumberland da qua phong dai roi.”

Matthew cam Ay tay toi. “Va em da qua khiém ton rdi. c6 dy biét mdt heong 16n kién thire ddy, Mary. Vi Diana moi dén London, Hal nghi ¢6 c6 thé
giip cd ay lam quen véi thanh phd nay.”

“Rét han hanh,” nit b4 tudc Perbroke noi. “di ndo, ching ta s& ngdi bén ctra s6. Ong Hilliard yéu cau ¢6 anh sang manh dé lam viéc. Trong khi 6ng 4y
hoan thanh birc chan dung ctia t6i, cac vi s€ ké cho i tat ca tin tirc moi. Nhirg chuyén nho nhéit xy ra trong vurong quoc ndy Matthew ciing déu phat
hién va bict rd, Diana a, ma t6i thi & nha tai Wiltshire nhiu thang r61.”

Khi ching ti d& an vi, ngudi hiu ctia ba quay trd lai véi mot dia mirt tréi cy.
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“0 b,” Henry thdt Ién, vui suwéng ngo ngudy ngdn tay trén dia mirt miu vang, xanh 14 va da cam. “Mirt quéa ¢d lam khong giéng ai ca.”

“V2 t0i s& chia sé¢ bi mat ctia minh vi Diana,” Mary néi, trong that vui vé. “Di nhién, khi ¢6 Ay da c6 cong thirc im rdi, t6i c6 1& khong bao gio con co
dugc niém vui bau ban tir Henry nita.”

“Nao ndo, Mary, c6 di qua xa rdi,” anh ta phan ddi voi mdt miéng day nhitng miéng mirt vo cam.
“Chdng ctia c6 ¢6 di ciing ¢d khong, Mary, hay cong vu ctia nit hoang di giit ong y & Wales r6i?”” Matthew hoi.

“Ba tudc Pembroke da roi Milford Haven vai ngdy trude nhung tha di dén tda an con hon phai dén day. Toi mang William va Philip di ctiing, nhung
chiing t6i s& khong ndn na lau & thanh phd ma tiép tuc dén Ramsbury. khong khi & do thét khoan khodi 6t cho stre khoe.” mdt vé budn ba thoang hwdt

qua guong it ba.

Nhirng i Mary n6i goi cho t6i nhé dén bire trong ctia William Herbert ¢ san trong thur vién Bodleian. Nguoi dan 6ng 61 van lrét qua trén duong toi
khu Céng turdc Humfrey moi ngay, va 1a mdt trong nhitng nha hao tam vi dai nhat, lai I3 con trai ctia ngudi phu nit nay. “Cac con ba bao nhiéu tudi roi?”
T61 hoi, hy vong cau hdi nay khong qua riéng tu.

Nét mit nit ba twde mém lai. “William murdi tudi, con Philip méi 1én sau. Con géi toi, Anne, da bay tubi nhung né dm thang trude, va chong toi cam thay
con bé nén ¢ lai Wilton.”

“khong ¢ gi nghiém trong chir?” Matthew cau may hoi.
Lai thém vé u am ludt qua khudn mét nit ba tude. “Bat cir con dau Omnao Iam cac con t6i kho s& déu nghiém trong cd,” ba noi khg.

“Thir 16i cho t6i, Mary. Toi ndi ma chang suy nghif gi. Y dinh ciia t6i chi 1 mudn hoi xem ti ¢6 thé hd tro' gi khong.” Giong ndi clia chdng toi trdm sau véi
vé hoi tiec. Cudc ndi chuyén dang cham téi mot chuyén cii duge chia sé ma t6i khong bict.

“anh da gitr nhitng gi t6i yéu thuong khdi b tn hai hon mdt lan. Toi khong quén diéu do dau, Matthew, ciing s& khong quén goi anh lin nita néu can
thiét. Nhung Anne dang phai chiu dung con sot rét ctia tré nhd, chi thé thoi. Bac sicam doan véi tdi con bé s&€ hoi phuc.” Mary quay sang toi. “co cd
con khong, Diana?”

“Chura ¢6,” toi lic dAu tra 107 Anh mét mau x4m bac ciia Matthew thoang w6t qua t6i trong thoang chdc, rdi rdi di noi khac. Toi bat an kéo manh giu
4o khac.

“Diana trudc dy chua timg két hon,” Matthew noi.

“Chura bao gio u?” Nit ba tude Permbroke bi cudn hit boi méu thdng tin ny va mé miéng dinh hoi t6i thém. Nhung Matthew di cét ngang.
“Cha me ¢6 4y qua doi khi ¢6 4y con nho. khong c6 ai sap dat chuyén hon nhan do ca.”

Vé cam thong ctia Mary tang lén. “that dang budn, cudc sdng ciia mot ¢ gai tré phu thude vao nhing ¥ thich nhit thoi clia nguoi béo ho.”

“Qua 1a thé.” Matthew nhuéng 16ng may nhin toi. Toi co thé turong tuong ra anh dang nghil gi: Toi doc lap mot cach dang thurong, di Sarah va ¢6 Em 1
nhirng sinh vét it bat thiwong nhat trén doi.

Cau chuyén chuyén huéng sang chinh tr va céc sy kién hién thoi. Toi ling nghe cham chi mdt I, cd gang dung hoa nhitng ky (rc mo h cta 16p hoc lich
str tir rat Ju trude ddy voi nhitg cau chuyén tan gau phirc tap ma ba ngudi ho dang trao di. C6 ndi vé chién tranh, mot cude xdm lwoe clia ngudi Tay
Ban Nha c6 thé xay ra, nhirng ngudi c6 cam tinh theo Thién Chua gido, va tinh trang cang thing ton gido & Phap, nhung nhitng cdi tén va dia danh
thudng rat xa la. Khi toi thur gian tha long vao khong khi 4m ap trong phong suéi ning ctia Mary, va thiy d& chiu boi tiéng tro chuyén lién mién khong
ngdt, tim tri ti bit dAu phiéu ing

“T6i da hoan thinh & day rdi, 1énh ba Perbroke. Nguoi hiu Isaac cia toi s& giao bure tiéu hoa vao cudi tuan,” Hilliard théng béo, thu don dung cu.

“Cam on, ong Hilliard.” Nit bé tuéc chia tay ra, anh séng IAp lanh ciia trang strc t6a ra tir nhitng chiéc nhéin ba dang deo. Ong ta hon tay b, gat dau
chao Henry va Matthew, r6i roi di.

“that la mot nguroi dan Ong tai ba,” Mary ndi, cyra minh trén ghé. “Ong dy duoc rat nhidu ngudi wa thich va t6i phéi ton ca gia ti méi mdi dugc ong iy
phuc vu.”” Hai ban chén ba ba tudc Ip lanh trong anh lira 16 sudi, nhitng hoa tiét trang tri bang bac trén doi gidy sang trong di trong nha bét sang 1oe én
méau do, cam va vang kim. Téi vu vo tr hoi ai 3 ngudi da thiét ké méu théu trang tri khé hiéu nay. Néu than thiét hon, t6i s& xin dugc s& vao cac miii théu
4y. Champier da c6 thé doc duoc tir da thit t6i bang nhitng ngén tay ctia ong ta. VAy mdt vat vo tri co thé cung cip thong tin twong tir thé khong?

Meic dui cac ngdn tay t6i chiing dén gan dugc doi gidy ctia nit ba tude, nhung t6i nhin thiy khudn mit mdt ngudi phy nit tré. ¢6 ta dang chidm chi nhin
vao to gidy c6 mau thiét ké cho dbi gidy ctia Mary trén d6. Nhitng 16 nho xiu doc theo cac dudng v& Iy giai su bi an clia viée lam thé ndo thé hién duoc
nhitng hoa tiét phirc tap d6 trén chét liéu da. Tap trung vao birc v&, tim nhén cta toi lui vai budc vé dung thoi diém. Bay gio toi thly Mary dang ngdi vi
mot ngudi dan 6ng cd quai ham cimg rén, budng binh, mdt ban dy mau con tring va thure vat trude mit ho. Ca hai dang ndi chuyén véi déng vé rat hao
himg s6i ndi v& mdt con chau chau, khi nguwdi dan ong bt dau md ta no that chi tiét, Mary cam bit én va v& phac hoa hinh dang no.

Vay i Mary quan tAm toi thuc vét va con tring, cling nhur thuat gia kim nita, t0i nghi, tim kiém hinh anh con chau chiu trén doi gidy ciia ba. N6 ¢ do,
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trén got gidy. Quéa sdng dong, Va con ong & trén mili gidy bén phai trong nhur thé n6 sap bay di bat cir lic ndo.
mot &m thanh vo ve md nhat lot vao tai t6i khi con ong mau den bac tdch minh ra khéi chiéc gidy ctia nit ba tudc Pembroke va bay vao khong trung,
“Oi, khong,” t6i tho gap.

“that la mt con ong la ling,” Henry binh phim, d4p manh vao khi n6 bay ngang qua. Nhung thay vao d6 t6i dang nhin con rén trudn tudt ra khoi chan
Mary va lao dén. “Matthew!”

anh phong t6i cam dudi con rén nhic Ién. N6 vuron c4i hudi ché doi ra va phun phi phi phén ndi trude hanh vi doi xir tho 16 nay. Lic ¢ tay mdt ci,
Matthew quéng con ran vao hra, noi n6 kéu x¢o x¢o mdt lic trude khi bat hira.

“Emkhong dinh. .. Tiéng t6i trrot dai roi tat lim.

“Tét ca 6n rdi, mon coeur.” Matthew cham vao ma t6i true khi nhin sang ni¥ ba tude, nguoi dang nhin chim cham xubng d6i giay di trong nha lic nay
khong tirong xing niira. “Chiing t6i can mot phu thily, Mary. C6 mot trwong hop khan cap.”

“T6i khong biét phi thity ndo ca,” nit ba tudc Pembroke dép lai rat nhanh.

Cap long may Matthew nhudng lén.

“Toi s& khong gioi thigu ai cho vo'anh dau. anh biét t0i khong thich n6i vé nhitng vin dé nhur thé ma, Matthew. Khi anh an toan tir Paris tré v, Philip da
16i cho i biét anh 1 ci gi. Khi do ti con nhé va hiéu né nhu mdt bia dat, truyén thuyét ma thoi. D6 1 cach t6i mong wée giit gin nb.”

“Nhung c6 van thyre hanh thudt gia kim 4?” Matthew nhan nhat n6i. “D6 ciing | mdt cau chuyén bia dat u?”

“Toi thyre hanh thuét gia kim dé hiéu biét vé sy sang tao ky diéu ctia Chiia Troi!” Mary la Ién. “khong hé co. .. thudt phi thily. .. trong gia kim thut!”

”9

“Tir ¢6 dang mubn n6i | ‘ma quy’.” Doi mét chang ma ca rong t5i sim lai va khudn miéng mim chét. Nir b4 tude theo ban ning rut i lai. “co chéc chén
vé ban than va vi Chiia Trdi ma ¢6 tuyén b 1a biét 16 y chi ctia Ngudi chir?”

Mary camnhén thiy 10 1 khién trach nhung khong san sang tir bo cude chién. “Chiia Troi ctia t6i va ctia anh khong phéi i mot, Matthew.” D6 mét
chong t01 nheo lai thanh khe hep va Henry ndm ]ay dng tat ctia minh vé bon chon lo king. Camnix ba tudc hat lén. “Philip ciing da ké véi toi diéu do. anh
van trung thanh voi gido hoang va s6 dong. anh ay da thay nhitng sai lim quéa khir trong dire tin ctia anh d6i v6i ngudi dan 6ng kia, va t6i ciing da lam
gibng thé voi hy vong riang mdt ngay ndo do anh s& thiy duoc sy that va di theo no.”

“Tai sao, khi c6 tréng thiy sur thit vé nhing sinh vat nhu Diana va t6i mbi ngdy ma van chdi bé n6?”” Giong Matthew day mét moi. anh dtmg ddy.
“Chung t61 s€ khong lam phién c6 nita, Mary. Diana s& tim thay mdt phu thily theo cach khac.”

“Tai sao chiing ta khong thé tiép tuc nhur trurde day va khong néi vé chuyén nay nita?”” Nit ba tudc nhin t6i va cin mdi, vé khong chic chin hién Ién
trong mat ba.

“Boi vi t6i yéu vo minh va mubn thiy c6 dy duoc an toan.”

Mary quan sat anh mot ltic, d4nh gid sur chan thanh ctia anh. N6 hén da im ba thoa niin. “Diana khong can so t6i, Matt. Nhung khong nén tin tdng

pho théc cho ai khac & London biét vé c6 4y. Nhimng gi dang dién ra & Scotland khién moi ngudi so hii, va mau chéng d6 16i cho nguoi khac vi sy bat
hanh ctia bon ho.”

“Toi rat iy lam tiéc v& doi gidy clia ba,” t61 ling tiing ndi. Chiing s& khdng bao gio nhur cii dugc nita.

“Ching ta s& khong nhic dén n6 nira,” Mary kién quyét n6i, dimg Ién dé noi 1o tam biét.

khong ai trong chiing t6i n6i gi khi roi khoi 1u dai Baynard. Pierre thong dong ra khoi cong ngdi nha phia sau chiing t6i, 4n chiéc mii hrdi trai 1én dau.
“Toi nghii chuyén nhur thé da 1 rat tt rdi,” Henry 1én tiéng, phé tan sur im Bing

Ching t6i quay sang anh ta vé khong tin.

A%

“C6 vai kho khin, chic chan thé,” anh chang voi vang noi, “nhung khong c6 gi nham fan Mary thich Diana hofic long tan tim cta 6 4y van tiép tuc
danh cho anh, Matthew. anh phai cho ¢6 4y co hdi. c6 4y khong dang hién long tin mdt cach d& dang, D6 1 1y do vi sao cac van dé vé dire tin am phién
¢d Ay dén vay.” anh kéo 40 choang quanh ngudi. Gi6 van khong giam bét, va troi dang t6i dan. “Troi oi, toi phai chia tay cac ban & day thoi. Me i
dang & Aldersgate va mong toi dén ding bira ti.”

“Ba da binh phyc khoi con khé ¢ rdi chir?” Matthew hoi. Nit b tude qué phy da phan nan vé& viée ther doc sudt dip Gidng Sinh, va Matthew lo ling d6
co the 1a do tim ctia ba.
“Me t6i la mot Neville. Vi thé cho nénba s& song 1au va gy rdc rdi mbi khi co co hdil” Henry hon Ién ma toi. “Dimg lo ing vé Mary, hay vé 4. .. vin dé
kia.” anh ta nlurdng 16ng may day an y va roi di.
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Matthew va t6i nhin theo anh ta di tru6c khi 1& hudng vé Blackfriars.

“Chuyén gi thé?”” anh kh& hoi.

“Trudc day, camxtic clia em khoi goi phép thuéit. Gics thi mdt cau héi mién cudng ciing di khién em nhin thiu moi viéc. Nhung khong biét lim thé nao
em lai khién cho con ong d6 song day.”

“Ta on Chia la em chi nghi dén doi gy cia Mary. Néu em quan sat miy tAm tham théu ciia ¢6 Ay, thi ching ta s& thiy minh dang & gitta mdt cude chién
ctia cac vi than trén dinh Olympus mat,” anh thd dai noi.

Chiing t6i nhanh chéng di ngang san nha thd Thanh Paul va trd lai chdn yén tinh ctia khu Blackfiiars. Moi hoat déng n4o nhiét budi sdm nay da charp lai
thanh mdt nhip diéu nhan nha thong tha hon. Tho thi cong tim ndm tumba & cac 6 ctra chia sé tin tirc budn ban, dé lai cho dam tho hoc viéc lam ndt cac
nhiém vy trong ngay.

“Em c6 mu6n mua mang vé& khong?”” Matthew chi vao mit ctra hi¢u banh. “No6 khong phai banh pizza, trdi a, nhung Kit va Walter da gianh hét phan
banh thit cuia Prior mat roi.” Toi git dau, miéng chdy nurde mieng khi nui hurong tir trong bay ra.

Ong chit Prior b sc khi Matthew budc vao va bdi rdi khi anh hoi chi tiét vé nguép gbc va nhitng thir ién quan t6i d6 twoi sach ctia thit & ddy. Cudi cing
t01 chon mdt miéng banh rau hing day thit vit. Toi s€ khong an thit hirou nai, bat ké n6 duge giét nhur the nao.

Matthew tr4 tién do an cho Prior trong khi phu ta ctia ngudi tho im banh nay g6i n6 lai. Mdi gidly ho lai kén liéc trom chiing t6i. T6i lai dugc nhic cho
nhd rang mot phu thily va mt ma ca rong 161 kéo sur nghi ngd ctia loai nguoi nhu cay nén thu hit buém dém

Bita t0i thit d& chiu va 4m cling, du Matthew dudng nhu kb lo ling 4m énh. Thoang céi t0i d& &n hét miéng bénh ciia minh, tiéng budc chan vang én
trén cau thang g0. Pung 1a Kit, t61 nghi va bat chéo hai ngdn tay wde nguyén, khong phai toi nay.

Khi Frangoise md canh cira, hai nguoi dan 6ng trong bd ché phuc mau tim than quen thudc dang doi sin & d6. Matthew cau may rdi dumg day. “Nix ba
tude khong khde sao? Hay mdt trong cac cdu bé?”

“Tét ca déu khoe, thira ngai.”” mdt nguoi dwa ra manh gidy dugc gip lai can than, trén ciing i du xi d6 mang vét in mdt ddu mii tén. “Tir Nit Ba tudc
Pembroke a,” anh ta gidi thich kém theo céi cti dau cung kinh, “cho ba Roydon.”

Cam giac thét xa la khi nhin théy dia chi chinh thirc trén bire thu: “Ba Diana Roydon, bién Huou Puc va Vuong Mién, khu Blackfiiars.” Céc ngon tay toi
lang thang trén dong dia chi de dang thu ve hinh anh gwrong mit théng minh ctia Mary Sidney. Toi mang birc thur t6i bén 10 suoi, Iudn ngdn tay vao dudi
dAu xi pha v& n6 va ngdi xubng doc. T gidy day kéu sot soat khi toi trai rong ra. mot manh gidy nhé truot ra roi trén long toi.

“Mary ndi gi thé?”” Matthew hoi sau khi cho nhing ngudi dua tin lui di. anh dtmg phia sau va dit hai tay 1én vai toi.

“c6 4y mudn em dén lau dai Baynard vao thir Nam Mary c6 mot thi nghiém vé thuat gia kimma 6 Ay nghi ¢6 thé lim em quan tim.” T6i khong thé gidu
duoc sur hoai nghi trong giong minh.

“D6 Ia Mary danh cho em. ¢ 4y than trong nhung trung thanh,” Matthew néi, dit mdt ny hon Ién dau t6i. “Va cd 4y luén c6 sirc manh hdi phyc déng
kinh ngac. trén to gidy kia vict gi the?”

Toi nhat né én va doc 1on nhitng dong dau tién ctia bai tho giri kém:

“Dung thé, khi tit ca toi déu qua Jim tuong,

To1 duong nhur [a mdt con quai vat,

Nhung hy vong trong tdi van ménh ligt.”

“Cha cha,” Matthew cit ngang béng tiéng cudi nén lai. “Vor anh d dén noi rdi”” Toi nhin anh bdi réi. “Du 4n c6 gié tri nhét ctia Mary khong phai k gia
kim thudt ma la mot ban dich cac bai Thanh ca cho tin d6 Tin Lanh nuée anh. Em trai ¢6 4y Philip bat dau né va chet trude khi kip hoan thanh. Mary la
ngudi thir hai, bai tho nay 1 cia anh ta. D61 khi c6 éynghlngonhleuchuyen, nhung ¢6 & by se khong bao gio thira nhan no. B la 101 md dAu cia bai
Thanh Ca Bay Muoi Mot Mary giri n6 cho emdé chi 1o thé giéi ma emla mot phantrongvongh;anhm cta ¢0 dy — mot ngudi ban va nguoi timtinh tin
cdy.” Giong anh thip xubng thanh 11 thi thamraph ménh. “Tham chi néu em c6 pha hoai d6i gidy ctia c6 dy.” Vi tiéng cuoi thim khe kh& sau cing,
Matthew rit lui vao phong lam viéc ctia minh, c6 thii bén Pierre.

Toi chiém m)t chiéc ban chan néing né trong phong khéch kim ban i viée. Gidng moi bé mit dé lam viée toi timg chiém ctr, n6 gis ddy bira bai ngon
ngang ca rac va nhitng mdn gia tri. Toi it tung xung quanh va tim thay nhiing t& gidy trang cudi cling ctia minh, chon mot cai but 1ong mai, phii sach bui.
Mét nim phit dé 61 viét xong birc hdi amngin cho nit bé tude. C hai chd nhoe mure trén do, nhung chir viét tay nghiéng nghiéng thi kha dep, t6i con
nh6 danh van may tir dung phat 4m dé trong chiing khong qua hién dai. Khi nghi ngd t6i bén cho gap d6i phu &m hogc thém mot chix e phia cudi tir. Toi

ric cat lén to gidy va doi cho t6i khind thim khé murc trudc khi thdi sach cat di. Khi 1 thu d& dwoc gip lai, t6i nhan ra minh khong c6 xi hay con ddu
riéng dé déng 1én né. Chuyén do s& phai duoc chén chinh,
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Toi dé i nhan ctia minh sang bén cho Pierre v trd lai v6i mau gidy roi ra khoi i thr kia. Marry da giri cho t6i cé ba kho ctia Thanh Ca Biy Muroi Mét.
Toi lay ra mbt cudn s6 trang moi ma Matthew da mua cho va mo trang dau tién. Sau khi cham bt Iong vao lo mure gan d6, t6i can than di chuyén ngoi
but trén trang gidy.

Nho bon ho ma cude doi ta bi ghét bo

V6i nhitng ké theo doi gio da 16

Cudc noi chuyén ctia ho, va xemKkia,

Chiia oi, ho ndi, vi loi ich ctia nguoi.

Gidr day truy dudi, ngudi phai ra di;

s& khong ai dén giai ciru nguoi.

Khi myrc da kho, t6i dong s6 lai va lia nd nim du6i cudn Arcadia ctia Philip Sidney.

Nhén dugc mén qua nay tir Mary con y nghia hon mdt 101 dé nghi két ban don gian, vi thé t6i da chic chéln Trong khi nhiing dong tho t6i doc to cho
Matthew nghe da chimg nhan sy phyc vu ctia anh ddi voi gia dinh nir ba tude va i 1i tuyén bd ring ba dy s& khong quay lung v6i anh vao lic nay, thi
nhitng dong cudi ciing lai mang mot thong diép danh cho t6i: Ching ta dang bi theo doi. C6 ai d6 nghi ngd ring tit ca moi chuyén dudng nhu khong binh
thurong & Hém Water, va ké thii ciia Matthew dang dénh cudc ring ngay ca ddng minh ctia anh ciiing s& quay sang chong lai anh mbt khi ho phét hién sur
that.

Matthew, mdt ma ca rong dong thoi a bay t0i cua ni hoang va | mot thinh vién ctia Dai Hoi Dong, khong thé dinh liu v6i chuyén tim kiém phi thity dé
lam gia sur cho t6i duge. Ma cé dira bé bat ngd the ndy, thi viéc nhanh chong tim mdt phu thily lai mang y nghiia trong dai moi.

Toi 16i ra mt tO gidy va bt dau lén danh sach.

Xi gin thur

mot con dau riéng

London I thanh phd 1on. Va t6i s& di mua sdm d6i chut.

Ban dang doc truyén Mdr Mdé Phu Thiy dugc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull(chAm)Net.

Chwong 17
“Toi séra ngoai.”

Frangoise dangban r6n véi viéc may v, ngude én nhin toi. Ba muroi gidy sau Pierre dangleo 1én cac bac thang. Néu Matthew c6 & nha, khongnghi ngo gi
anheiing s€xuat hién, nhung anhdadikiém tra cng viée kinh doanh bi &nnao d6 trong thanh pho. Toi thirc ddy thithdy b d6 w6t dam cia anhvan
danghong canh 10 suoi. anhbi goi ditrong dém va trd ve, dé roi lai roi dimbtlan niva.

“thitsao?” Hai mét Francoise nheo lai. cota danghi ngd t6i c6 g d6 la imké tir i toi méc vay 0. Thay vi can nhén vé s6 4o vay 16t cody chong qua
dAu minh, hom nay t6i lai con mic thém mHtchiée vay fannel xam ra bén ngoai. Sau khi tranh cai vé viéc t6i nén mic chiéc vay dai ndo. Toi thich nhitng
b quan 4o thoai méi dé chiu mang vé tir Phap hon nhitng bd vay 4o 1ong By ciia Louisa de Clermont. Chi gaiMatthew, voi méi toc den va lan da nhu
men s, o thé dién chiéc vay nhung miu ngoc lam rye 1 (“mau xanh déng’ Frangoise dachinh lai cho 6i) hoac chét vai bong nhur lya mau xanh xam
dm yéu (dwoc goi motcach thich hop 1 “Ngudi Tay Ban Nha dangchét”), nhung véi lin da chay ndng ¢6 tan nhang cing nhitng lon toc mau vang hoe do
ctia 6 thitrong ching thatphat khiép, n nhimg bd vay Ay ciing qua phd trurong dé méc diquanh thanh phd.

“C6 I8 madame nén doi 6ng chit Roydon trd vé,” Pierre goi ¥. anhta thp thom khongyén dbi hét chén nay sang chén kia.

“khong, t6i khongnghi vay. Toi dakén mdtdanh sach nhing thir cin diing, va ti mudn ty dimua sam.” Toi khum tay ning ci tii da dyng tién ma Philippe
chq. “Mang mjtcai tii dila dggc, hay t6i nén nhét tién vao thin 4o va moi ra khi can thiét nhi?” Khia canh nay trong cac tac phim hu cau lich str luon
cudn hit 61 — phy ni¥ nhét do cua ho vao trong vdy 4o — va t0i dangmong ngéng kham pha xem liéu cac moén d6 d6 c6 de dang cdira 6 noi cong cong

nhu cac tiéu thuyet gia goi y khong, O thé ky muroi sau nay, chuyén tinh dyc chic ching d& gi dién ra duoc nhur trong miy chuyén ling man. Coi hét
duoc dong quan o nay trénnguoi thicting con liu méi dén dich.

“Madame s€khongmang theo tién bac gi ca!” Francoise chi sang Pierre, anhta dathao soi day budc chiéc t6i ngang thét kg ra. N6 ¢6 vé nhur khongday
va 1a noi cat gitt dang ké hrong dung cu cé dau nhon, bao gom dinh ghim, kim, thit gi §6 trong giong nhu dung cy md khéa, va motcon dao gam. Khi
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chiéc tdi da cta t6i daduroc thu vao trong do, nd kéu xing xoang theo timng chuyén dong nhonhét ctia anhta.

Nigoai Hém Water, t0i séi bude voi doi giy ditrong bim (nhitng c4i ném béng gb dwoc 1ong vao gidy gifp trénh gidm truc tiép xubng réc bén) cing
motquyet tam thitlon hudéng vé phia nha tho Thanh Paul. Budng vien 1ong thi tréndo khoac cudn quanh chan 61, lop vai day cia n6 can bot swong mi
dai dang. Ching t6i dangtan hudng khoang thoi gian an x4 tam thoi sau tran mura nhur trit nude mdi day, nhung thoi tiet van khonged cach nao kho rdo
ca.

Diém dimg chin dau tién 1 & tiém bénh cuia dng chit Prior dé mua banh sira phi qué 1y chua va mitt qué. Toi thudng thiy d6i vao chiéu mudn va mudn
an thir gl d6 ngot ngot. Biém vieng tham ke ticp 14 gan con ngd noi Blackffiars v6i phan con lai cia London, tai mbtetra hang in an ban ron ndi bat voi
bién hiéu hinh mo neo.

“Chao budi sang, ba Roydon,” ong chil cét tiéng ngay khi t6i budc qua bau cira. Thuc ra hing xom déu biét vé t6i ma khongean gioi thidu. “Ba dén day
de lay sach cho chong minh phai khong?”

Toi tyr tin gt dau dil ching biét ong ta dangnéivé quyén sach no, dng chii 10i ra mbtquyén sach mong ndm tréngia cao. Gidr udt qua cac trang thithiy né
noivé quén suva dan dao hoc.

“Téi tiéc 1a khongkiém duoc ban in cudn y hoc cho ba,” ong ta nbitrong khi boc mon dd Matthew mua. “Khi ndo ba ¢6 thé tir bo y dinh tim no, t6i sétur
tay dong motcudn phi hop voi yéucau ctia ba.”

Vay déy Ja noi xudt xr ctia nhimg ban tém lrge vé bénh tat va phuong phap chita bénh ma t6i doc. “Camon, 6ng...” Giong t6i ngdp ngimg trrot dai.
“Field,” 6ng ta nhéc.

“Ong chu Field,” toi lip lai. mOtphy nit tre anh mét sang ngdi cing v6i dira con qép bén hong dira khéi phong lam viéc phia sau cira hi¢u, motdira bé moi
chap chitng tip dibam dinh lay vay cota. Cac ngdn tay cota tho rap va nhuom day murc.

“Ba Roydon, day 1a vg t6i, Jacqueline.”

“A. Ba Roydon.” Trong amctia ngudi phu nit nay hoi lo 16 tiéng Phap va khién toi nhé dén Ysabeau. “Chong ba daké v6i ching toi rang ba b motdoc
gid tuyét voi, va Margaret Hawley noiba nghién ctru gid kim thudt.”

Jacqueline va chong cota biét kha nhidu vé cong viéc ctia toi ddy. Chidc ho cling biét ca & iy va kiéu banh thit toi thich &n nita. Thé cho nén, chuyén
nay thdm chi khién t6i cang thay ky quai hon, vi rang khongai ¢ Blackfiiars ¢ vé nhan ra t6i 1a phu thiy.

“Vang, diing thé,” t6i dap, vudt thing dudng may trénd6i ging tay. “Cac vi c6 ban gidy ban khong, ong chu Field?”

“Dinhién la co6,” Field dap kem theo cai nhiu may béi ri. “Ba daviét hét cudn s v6i may chuyén vit vinh rdi sao?” A! Ong ta ciing i ngudn cung cho
cudn so ghi chép cua t6i nita day.

“Toi yeucéu gidy dé viét thur co,” ti gidi thich. “Xi gan thur. Va mdtcon ddu riéng. Toi co thé mua ching & day khong?” Cira hiéu sach ¢ Yale ¢6 tht ca
cac d van phong plnm, but mye, gidy dan mau sac troi sang, ca nhimg cyc xi gin kém theo nhirng con ddu bang ddng ré tién dé in hinh kén céc birc
thur. Field va v trao d6i anh niit véi nhau,

“Toi ségiri thém gidy dén vio chiéu nay,” 6ng ta ndi. “Nhung ba sémudn tho kim hoan m con déu riéng dé gin n6 lién véi mbtchiée nhin. Tt ca nhing
g1 t0i co & day a nhitng con chit hdng tir xwdng in dangdoi d€ lam tan chay va dem dic lai.”

“Hodc ba ¢6 thé gap Nicholas Vallin,” Jacqueline goi y. “Ong Ay chuyén vé kim loai, thura ba Roydon, va ciing im khéa t5t im.”

“Xudi theo con hém nay u?” Toi hoi, chi qua vai minh.

“Ong 4y khongphai tho kim hoan,” Field phan dbi. “Chiing ta khongmubn gay phién phirc cho ong Vallin.”

Jacqueline vén binh thén. “C6 nhiéu loi ich khi séng & Blackftiars ndy, Richard. Lam viéc khongean theo quy dinh ctia phuong hoi l mdttrong s6 do.
Hon nira, Cong ty Tho kim hoan séchang ray ra ai ¢ day chi vi motthir chang quan trong nhur la nhan dan ba. Néu ba mu6n ¢6 xi gan, ba Roydon, ba can
phéi ditdi chd nha bao ché thude.”

Xa bong ciing 6 trong danh sach mua ban cta ti. Va cac hiéu bao ché thudc str dung cac may chung cat. Miic du sucht y quan tAm ciia toi
dangchuyén tir gia kim thudt sang phép thuat, nhung van khdngean bo qua co hdi hoc hdi thém dieu hitu ich.

“Hiéu bao ché thubc gan nhét & dau?”
Pierre hing giong. “C6 1& ba nén tham khao ban bac v6i dng chi Roydon da.”

Matthew s&c6 tat ca cac loai y kién, hau hét trong d6 sél cir Frangoise hay Pierre dikiém vé thir t6i yéucau. Nguoi nha Field dangchd doi cau tra 1 voi
vé quan tam hirng thi.
“C6 18, t6i dap, nhin chim chiim vao Pierre phan nd. “Nhung toi ciing thich o goi ¥ ciia ba chi Field.”
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“John Hester rit duoc kinh trong,” Jacqueline nbithoéng vé ranh ménh, kéo dtra nhodangchap chitng dira khoi cai vy ctia minh. “Ong 4y dacho mitit
con thude phién vao tai con trai toi dé chita chimg dau tai cho n6.” John Hester, néu dtng nhur tri nhé cta t6i, ciing quan tAm t6i thuét gia kim. C6 I8 ong
ta biét motphu thity ndo d6. Tham chi may méin hon, 6ng ta c6 thé | motphi thily, thich hop véi cac du dinh thure € ciia t6i. Hom nay t6i khongehi don
gian dimua sim khongthdi dau. Toi dira ngoai dé duoc nhin thiy. Phi thiy | mdtdam hiéu ky. Néu t6i dira ban thén ra im mdi nhir, s8c6 ké cin cau.
“Ngudi ta noirang ngay ca Nit b tude Pembroke ciing tim kiém 1 khuyén tir 6ng 4y dé chira chimng dau nira dau ctia dire ngii tré tubi,” chdng cota
n6ithém. VAy I tat tn tit hang xom lng giéng ciing déu biét t6i dadén lau dai Baynard. Mary dading: Ching toi dangbi theo ddi. “Ctra hang ctia 6ng
chu Hester gﬁn bén thuyén Paul, bién hiéu Ia mbtcai vac.”

“Camon, ba chi Field.” Bén thuyén Paul chéic hin phai gin san nha thd Thanh Paul, va t6i ¢6 thé dén d6 budi chiéu. T6i nhim lai trong d4u ban d6 dao
choi ngay hdomnay.

Sau khi chao tir biét, Francoise va Pierre & xuoi theo con hém hudng vé nha.
“T6i s&dén nha tho,” t6i ndi, hudng vé phia nguroc lai.
khongthé ndo, Pierre dadimg trudc mit toi rdi. “Milord sekhongvui dau.”

“Milord khonge6 & ddy. Matthew dadé lai nhimg chi thi nghiém khéic rang t6i khongduoc diti d6 mi khonged anhdicing anhdy khongbao t6i la motti

nhin trong chinh ngbi nha cua minh.” Toi giti cudn sach va may céi banh sira cho Francoise. “Néu Matthew tré vé trude t6i, hily ndianhdy biét ching toi
dangd dAu va ring toi sétrd vé nhanh thoi.”

Frangoise don Iy goi d5, nhin Pierre hoi liu rdi bat dau dixu6i Hém Water.,

“Prenez garde, madame,64” Pierre lam bam khi t6i diqua anhta.

“T6i luon Iudn thin trong ma,” t6i diém finh dap 104, budc thing vao mdtving nude dong.

Hai chiéc xe ngira damnhau lam tic nghén ca con dudng dan t61nha thd Thanh Paul. Cac phwong tién di chuyén kénh cang lai gin thém thing xe va
ching c6 gi gidng voi nhitng chiéc xe ngwa va cham trong miy bo phim vé Jane Austen ca. Toi divong qua chiing cuing Pierre theo sat got, di chuyén lach
qua nhitng con ngrra dangburc bdi va nhiing nguoi chi xe ciing buc boi khongkém, mAy ngudi niy dimg gitra duong ma quat thao cai co ai la nguoi co
161 Chi c6 ngudi danh xe 2 duong nhu ching quan tam, ho con dangkhe khé tan chuyén v6i nhau tir chd ngdi cao phia tréncude cii co.

“Chuyén nay c6 thuong xiy ra khong?”” Toi hoi Pierre, kéo mii choang ra sau dé c6 thé trong thiy anhta.

“May loai xe ¢§ mdi niy thitka phién todi,” anhta céu kinh ndi. “dibd hodc cudi ngwa vén tot hon nhidu. Nhung déy khongphi van dé. Ho sekhongbao
g0 hieu duge dau.”

D6 14 diéu bon ho n6ivéi Henry Ford, t6i thim nghi
“Bén thuyén Paul con bao xa?”

“Milord khongthich John Hester.”

“D6 khongphai diéu t6i hoi, Pierre.”

“Madame muén mua gl 6 san nha tho?” K thudt danh trong lang ctia clia Pierre daqué quen thude Vi t6i tir nhitng ndm dAu con dihoc. Nhung toi
khongdinh néicho bat ky ai bict Iy do thatsykhién ching t6i dangbang qua ca thanh pho London thé nay.

“Sach,” toi dap gon lon.

Ching ti bude vao khu vire cimxe ¢ cua nha tho Thanh Paul, noi mdi centimet khongbi gidy che phii dabi nhig ngudi ban do an va phyc vu chiém
dung. mdtngudi dan ong trung nién tir t& ngdi trénghé dAu, bén trong chd dé déng diu, noi ndy duoc xdy lén duya vao birc tudng nha tho. Moi truong van
phong lam viée kiéu nay hoan toan binh thurdng voi noi day. Pém nguoi on xon dangtim tum xung quanh quiy im viée ctia ong ta. Néu t6i may mén,
thio trong s d6 s&co motphi thiy.

Toi tim dudng dixuyén qua dam dong dy. Tat ca bon ho duong nhu déu ki con nguoi. thatthit vong im sao!

Nguoi dan 6ng ngAng mat Ién tir motvin ban m ong ta céan than sao chép lai cho vi khéch dangdtmg doi va giat minh. motcong chimg vién. Lam on,
dung d€ nguoi nay la William Shakespeare, t6i tham cau nguyén.

“T6i c6 thé gilp gi duoc cho ba, ba Roydon?” Ong ta ndibang trong &mPhap. khongphai Shakespeare. Nhung lim sao 6ng ta biét t6i 1 ai?
“Ong c6 xi gin thr khong? Va mure do nira?”
“To1 khongphai ngwdi bao ché, ba Roydon, ma 1a motthdy gido nghéo.” Cac vi khach bat dau xi xao vé nhirg vu kiém 1o tai tiéng ctia nguoi ban tap
hoa, may tén bao ché dugc va nhitng ké tham nhiing an chin nguodi khac.
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“Ba Field n6ivéi toi réang John Hester km ra nhimg loai xi gin tuyét voi.”” Nhitng cai diu dong loat quay vé phia toi.

“Du vy kha dat ddy. Muc ctia 6ng 4y ciing thé, Am tir hoa dién vi ddy.” Loi danh gia ciia ngudi dan 6ng duoc khing dinh bang hang loat tiéng ri rim
tan thanh tir ddm dong,

“Céc vi ¢ thé chi huéng ctra hang ctia 6ng 4y cho i duoc khong?”

Pierre tom ly khuyu tay t6i. “khong,” anhta rit 1én bén tai ti. Khi hanh dong nay chi cang thu hit suchii ¥ vé phia chiing toi nhiéu hon, anhta voi vang
budng ra.

Ban tay nguoi cong chimg vien nang kn, chi vé phia dong. “Ba sétim thiy ong 4y & bén thuyén Paul. ditéi Dau Bishop rdi 18 vé phia nam. Nhung 6ng
Cormu bict duong day.”

T6i liéc it nhin lai Pierre, ngudi dangdén niit chédm chédm nhin vao mbtdiém nio d6 phia tréndau ti. “Ong ta w? Camon 6ng.”

“D6 1a vo clia Matthew Roydon 42" Ai d6 néicting voi tiéng cudi nén lai khi ching toi budi ra khoi dam nguoi. “Mon dieu. Théo nao anhta trong
thtkiét que.”

Toi khongvoi dive huéng hiu bao ché duge. Thay vao do, véi doi mit gin chéit vao ngdi nhi tho, t0i bt dau chdm rdi quan st kich thude khong 16 ctia
nd. N6 duyén dang mitcach dang kinh ngac, can cir theo kich thurde thinhitng tia sét khongmay man d6 dapha hiy dién mao ctia n6 vinh vien.

“Pay khongphii con dudng nhanh nhat dé t6i Dau Bishop.” Pierre céch sau lung t0i 6 mdtbudc chén thay vi ba bude nhur binh thuong va thé 1 dam
samngay luc t6i dung bude dé ngang dau Ién nhin.

“Thap nhon kia cao bao nhiéu vay?”

“Cao gin bang tda nha nay. Milord Iu6n bi hap dan bai cach bon ho xdy dung nd cao duoc dén mirc dy.” Ngon thap nhon chic han dalim cho ca toa
nha cao viit, cting véi dinh thép 1ong Ay am ndi bat nhitng duong nét trang tri ciia tru tuong va cac khung cira s6 cao 16n theo phong cach Gothic.

Toi cam thiy rdmdthudng ning hrong trao 1én goi nho t61 ngdi dén tho nir thin gin Sept-Tours. Nam sau bén dudi nha tho, co thir gi d6 dacam nhin
dugc sucd mit cua t6i. Toi dap lai nd bépg mottieng thithénq, suxao dong nhegon Ién dudi chan t6i, mdttiéng thd dai xac nhin — va 161 nd bién mat. Noi
nay c6 strc manh — loai hap dan khongthé cudng lai dugc doi voi phu thy.

Déy mil trim d4u ra sau, t0i cham chim bao quat nhirmg ngudi mua mua ban ban trong sén nha thd Thanh Paul. yéutinh, pho thiy va ma ca 10ng thoang
gy suchu y trénduong toi di, nhung c6 qua nhicu hoat ddng xung quanh khién t61 khongthé ndi bét. Toi can mdtvi tri kin ddo hon.

T6i tiép tyc diqua man bic nha they va vong sang phia dng, Tiéng én 4o tang lén. O ddy, tat ca suchi y don ca vio mdtnguoi dan éng & trénbuc giang
kinh ngoai troi, dugc ning cao han Ién bén dudi cai mai che. Vi thicu h¢ thong dmthanh bang dién nén nguroi dan dng nay gitt cho cac thinh gia cia minh
tap trung chi y bang viéc hét 16n, lam nhitng ctr chi curong diéu, va goi Ién hinh anh ve Ira va luvu huynh.

moOtphu thiy Kkhongthé duong dau véi nhidu diéu quy quai va dang nguyén rii nhur thé. Trir phi t6i thatsulam ra thir gi d6 dang ngd motcach nguy hlem,
bét ctr phi thity ndo phét hiénra t6i ciing sénghi toi chiang i gl ngoai motsinh vat khac ngudi dira ngoai mua sam. Toi nén tiéng thor dai thét vong, Ké
hoach duong nhu khongthé that bai trong chinh sydon gian mjc mac clia nd. O khu Blackfiiars khonged phi thity. Nhung ¢ déy, tai nha tho Thanh Paul,
co rat nhiéu. Va syhiéndién clia Pierre s€ngan trd bat ctr sinh vat khic ngurdi to md ndo cé thé tiép can toi.

“O yén ddy va dimg di chuyén,” t0i ra lénh, ném cho anhta mdtcai nhin nghiém khéc. Cor hoi thu hit duge dnh mit ciia motpht thiiy than thién ¢6 thé ting
1én néu anhta khongdimg bén céi ve bét hop tac toa ra tir ma ca rong. Pierre dya vao cdy cot chong thang tap cia mdtquay sach va dan chat it vao toi
khongbinh ludn gi. Toi héng hdi ticn vao dam dong dudi chn cy thanh gid ctia Paul, nhin tir tréi sang phai nhu the dangtim kiém nguoi ban lac mat. Toi
doi cai nhoi nhéi ram ran ctia phu thiy. Ho & day. Toi c6 thé cam thay ho.

“Ba Roydon phai khong?”” motgiong nbiquen thudc cat tiéng goi. “Dicu gi dua codén day vay?”

Guong mat hdng hao cia George Chapman 16 ra gitta ba vai ctia hai quy 6ng dang ve khéc kho danglang nghe nguoi thuyét gido d6 101 tat ca bénh tat
trénthé giéi cho muru d6 xAu xa ctia ngudi Thién Chiia gido va nhig thurong nhan phiéu hru mao hiém

khongtim diroc phii thiy ndo ca, nhung thanh vién ctia Bé i Bong dém thinhur thuong 16, 6 ¢ khip moi noi.
“Toi dangditim mire. Va xi gin thu.” Toi cang nhic lai cau nay nhidu lan, nd nghe cang c6 vé ngd ngan.
“Vay thicdcan mdtnha pha ché. dindo, t0i sadira codén gip ngudi clia t6i.” George chia khuyu tay ra. “anhta kha 1a biét diéu, dong thdi ciing gioi nita.”
“Pé lat nita di, ong Chapman,” Pierre 1én tiéng, hiénra nhur tir hu khong,
“Ba Roydon nén huong chit khi troi khi c6 co hdi. Bam ngudi ché thuyén nbiselai mira nhanh thoi, mé bon ho thihiém khi sai im. Hon nita, cira hiéu ctia
John Chandler chi & ngay bén ngoai turong bao thoi, trénphd Chit Thap P6. Ciing chura toi nira ddm duong.”
Gap George Itc nay dudong nhur chi 1 syngiu nhién. Chéc chan ching t6i sédingang qua motpht thiy tréndurong tan bo.
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“Matthew s&khongphan ddi chuyén didao ctia t6i v6i ng Chapman déu — chéic chén khongkhi anhciing dong hanh cing toi nita,” t9i béo Pierre, khodc
vao canh tay George. ‘“Nguoi bao ché ctia anhco ¢ dau do gan bén thuyeén Paul khong?”

“Gan dé}' dién,” George dap. “Nhung cékhéngrmén, mua sim & bén tllu}fén Paul d4u. John Hester 1 nha bao ché duy nhit & do, va gia ca ctia 6ng ta
thicao dén mixc phi ly. Ong Chandler s€phuc vu c6tot hon véi mirc gia bang mdtnira.”

Toi cho tén John Hester vao danh sach viéc can im dé danh mdtngay khéc roi khodc cénh tay George. Ching t0i tan b ra khoi san nha thd: Thénh Paul
dén phia bac, bang qua nhitng ngdi nha va khu vuon rong lon.

“P6 Ia chd me Henry 6,” George 10}, ra dau vé phia khu nha dgc biét duong bé uy nghi & phia bén trai “anhdy ghét noi nay va song & khu gan nha Matt
cho t6i khi Mary thuyét phuc anlny rang noi an chdn 6 clia anlny khongxiing voi pham cach ctia mtbé tude. Bay gior anhdy dachuyen Vao song trong
ngdi nha trénduong Strand. Mary rat hai long, nhung Henry thiy né thatu 4m, va syram wét khongthich hop véi xurong khdp ctia anhdy.”

Birc tuong thanh phd con céch xa ngdi nha gia dinh Percy. Puoc xdy dung boi nhiing nguoi La Ma dé phong vé Londinium khoi ké xam hroc, ching
van danh ddu duong ranh giéi chinh thire. Khi ching toi dixuyén qua Aldersgate va motcay cau thip, khonggian mo ra nhimg canh dong bat ngat va
nhiéu ngdi nha tum lai quanh cac nha thd. Toi dua ban tay deo ging 1én che miii trrdc mili ctia ving thon qué ny.

“Con hio quanh thanh phd ddy,” George n6ivéi vé tiéc nudi, ra hiéu vé phia con song bin dic quanh ngay bén dudi chan ching toi. “Chao 6i, n6 1 16i
diduy nhat day. Chiing ta s€c6 bau khongkhi tot hon nhanh théi.” T6i quét doi mét mong nude va chan thanh hy vong nhur vay.

George hudng toi didoc theo con durdng rong ri di chd cho xe ngwa, xe thing chdr ddy thire an, va tham chi ca motdoi gia stic co simg diqua. Trong khi
tan bg, anhta trd chuyén vé& chuyén viéng thiam véi nha xuét ban ctia minh, William Ponsonby. Chapman bi sc vi t6i khongnhén ra cai tén ny. Toi biét
rat t vé& viéc budn ban sach thoi dai Elizabeth nén voi kéo anhta ra khoi chit & nay. George vui vé tan chuyén vé nhiéu nha viét kich ma Ponsonby dalam
cho miét miit, bao gdm ca Kit. Ponsonby thich lm viée véi thé loai viin hoc nghiém tiic, va bd clng céc tic gia cia ong ta qué thitcd tiéng tim Ay kmg;
Ednmund Spenser, nit b4 tudc Pembroke, Philip Sidney.

“Ponsonby ciing s&xuét ban tip tho ctia Matt, nhung anhdy lai tir chbi” George Fic dau kho hiéu.

“Tho ctia anhdy u?”” Téi tho' gip bat ngd trude tin nay. Toi biét Matthew ngudng md tho ca, nhung khongbiét anhdy con sang tac nita.

“Ding thé. Matt khang khéing nhing van tho ctia anhdy chi vira mit ban bé m thoi. Ching ti déu thich khiic bi ca cia anhdy viét cho anhtrai Mary,
Philip Sidney. “Nhung doi mat, vanh tai va timg y nghi/ C6 chéng gio chi ngip tran nhirng diéu tuyét mfy.”” George mim cudi. “Do 1 tac pham tuyét diéu.
Nhung Matthew khongmuon xuat ban va than phién rang nd chi dan dén y kién bat dong va thicu can nhac ma thoi.”

Bit chip can phong thi nghiém hiéndai ctia anh, Matthew yéq 13 mdtong o ¢b ha Vi s¢ thich vé dong hd ‘C(;) vaxe 6 t6 ¢d dién. Toi mim mbi dé
khongbat cuoi trude bang chirng mdi nhat vé chi nghia o dién ctia anh. “Nhiing van tho ctia anhay viet vé cai gi?”’

“Phan I6n vé tinh yéuva tinh ban, mic du gan day anhdy va Walter van trao d6i nhimg van tho vé... my chii dé u am hon. Ho dao ndy dudng nhu suy
nghi vuot qua ca tu duy don thuan.”

“Den t6i hon u?” Toi cau miy.

“anhdy va Walter thurong khongchép nhan nhiing diéu xay ra xung quanh ho,” George ha giong n6i, thoang dura mét hrét qua gurong mét khach qua
duong,

“C6 vé hoi thiéu kién nhin — dac biét 1 Walter — va thudng budc i ddi tra cho nhing ngudi ¢ dia vi quyén hrc. Pay ki mdtxu hudng nguy hiém”
“Bude 10i n6iddi,” t0i lim bam néi. C6 mdtbai tho ndi tiéng nhan dé “Loi déi tra.” DS | bai tho gidu tén, nhung dugc cho a ciia Walter Raleigh. “Haly
n6ivai quan toa ring nd ruc sang./ Va né sang nhur gd muc u?”

“Vay | Matt dachia sé nhitng van tho ctia anhdy véi cordi.” George thé dai motin nita.

“anhdy tim cach truyén dat xtic tich chi trong vai cau chit tron ven cam xic va ¥ tir. D6 i mottai ning ma t6i ghen ty.”

Mic di bai tho ndy chang xa la g, nhung moi quan hé giita Matthew voi n6 thikhongthé, Nhung con rt nhidu thoi gian vao céc bubi tdi phia trude dé toi
truy tim nang uc van chuong ctia dire phu quan nha minh. T6i budng loi chii @€ nay va lang nghe trong khi George bi¢u dat y kién ctia ban than vé viéc

libu cac nha vin biy gid c6 can xudt ban qua nhidu dé sinh ké, va sucan thiét phai co nhitng ngudi bién tap ban in tir t& dé han ché 16i trong cac quyén
sach in.

“Do 1a cira hiéu cuia Chandler,” George n6i, chi vé chd méy con dudng giao nhau noi mtcay thanh gia X0c x€ch nim trénrrf)tcé}i bé dugc nang cao Ién
so voi mit duong. motdam choai choai dangbén biu dap v& vién soi cudi xii xi ra khoi cai bé. Chang can la phu thiy cling c6 thé tién doan duoc vién da
s€ban xuyén qua ctra s6 cia motctra higu.

Cang dén gan noi kinh doanh budn ban ctia nha bao ché dugc ndy, t6i cang cam thdy khongkhi lanh 1o hon. Khi 6 nha tho Thanh Paul, ¢6 mothudng st
manh khac, nhung bau khongkhi nghéo khd  ngOt ngat thilo' King quanh nhiing khu vire lan can. mottoa thip ¢ dé nat & man phia bic con duong, va
nhimng ngbi nha xung quanh nd trong nhw thé chi can con gi6 manh 14 ¢6 thé cudn ching diludn. Hai thanh nién 18 budc t6i gan hon, dira mét nhin ching
61 v6i vé thich thi, cho t6i khi tiéng rit trim trim tir Pierre ngin ching bam theo.
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Cira hiu cua John Chandler hoa hop mbtcach hoan hao voi bau khongkhi theo phong cach Gothic ctia khu vire lan can. No toi tam, c6 mii hing hang
va 16i tinh rdi mi. mdtcon ¢ tiéu ban treo ling Bing tir trdn nha xudng, ham rang cua sinh vat bt hanh ndo d6 bi dong dinh trénso dd motco thé tir chi bi
cira dut, giy nat, va bi ddm xuyén qua bang vii khi. Cai diii tho mdc thicim vao con niit bén tri ciia sinh vat déng thirong nay.

motngurdi dan 6ng cti lom khom hiénra tir phia sau bire rém, chin hai ban tay lén ong tay 40 ciia chiéc 40 khodc dabac mau. N6 gan giong chiéc 40 dai
myc dihoc cta cac sinh vién & Oxford hay Cambridge va cling nhau nat. D6i mét néu sang kién dinh bat gip mt t6i, lan da toi ramran cing voi synhin
dang rorang, Chandler 1a phu thity. Sau khi bang ngang qua gan nhu ca thanh London, t6i cudi cting cling tim thay ngurdi ctia minh.

“Puong phd xung quanh chd dng dangngly cang trd nén nguy hiém sau mbi tuan ddy, 6ng chi Chandler.” George chi ra ngoai cira vé phia biang nhom
choai choai danglén von gan do.

“Pém nhoc d6 ding i hoang da,” Chandler ndi. “Téi ¢6 thé am gi cho 6ng hom nay, 6ng Chaprman? Ong can thém thude bd nira a2 Bénh dau dau ciia
oOng lai tai phat u?”

George liét ké chi tiét céc triéu chimg ciing nhur con dau ctia anhta. Chandler thinh thoang thithdm day cam théng va kéo quyén s cai lai gan. My nguoi
dan 6ng mai mé véi cudn so cho toi co hdi quan sat xung quanh.

Hiéu bao ché thude thoi Elizabeth rdrang ki mbtetra hang tong hop thoi ky nay, mdtkhonggian nhonhét diy t6i tin xa nha cac hang hoa. Nhiing chong
bang minh hoa song dong, nhur mdtbirc hinh ngudi dén ng bi thurong dugc dong dinh tréntirong, vai lo mitt tréi cdy. Cac cudn sach cii dit trénbéan, ciing
may twa d& co vé m6i hon. mdtloat binh lo bang sanh cung cp cho can phong mo toi chit anh sang loang loang, tét ca déu dugc dan nhan vi tén cac
loai gia vi va thio duroc. Nhirng mau vat tir thé gi6i dong vat duge trung bay khdngchi 14 tiéu ban con cti va cai xurong quai ham kia ma con co loai vat
gim nhAm gid nua bi treo ngwroc Ién déng dudi. Toi phat hiénthdy ca mure, bit 16ng, va céc cudn dy budc nita.

Ctra hiéu duoc sdp xép theo ting nhom chuyén dé 1ong Iéo. Mirc & gin biit 1ng cing séch cii, bén dudi con cu gia thong thai. Nhiing con chudt treo
phia tréndam lo sanh dén nhéin “ba chudt”, bén canh i mdtquyén sach hira hen khongehi gitip ban bét ca m con “céc dung cu va bay Lt vait khac dé bat
chdn hoi, chim 6, loai gamnham, chudt, va tét ca céc loai chim, tht giy hai khac.” Téi van dangbin khoan tim cach loai bo nhiing vi khach khongmoi
tréngac mai. Céc ké hoach chi tiét trong cubn sach mong nay vuot qua kha ning lam viée it cua toi, nhung t6i datim thiy ngudi ¢6 thé thire hignching,
Néu vai con chudt trong cira hang ctia Chandler 1 chi dan goi y, thinhiing chiéc biy nay chéic chéin hiéu qua roi.

“Xin thi 103, thura ba,” Chandler im bam, vi qua ngui ti. To mo, ti quan sét ong ta Ky con chudt t6i ban bao ché rdi cét kit nhimg cai tai cta nd
bang mbtsyrchinh xac tinh te.

“Ching dé 1am gi vay?” T6i hoi George.

“Bot tai chudt 3 mon hiéu qua chdng lai mun com,” anhta giai thich bang vé nghiém tic trong khi Chandler thanh thao st dung céi chay gia.

nhenhdm vi khongphai chiu dung chirng bénh dic biét ndy, t6i lo dang dira it nhin lén phia tréncon cii canh gac cho khu vin phong phim. Toi tim thiy
mdtlo mure do, dam dic.

Nguoi ban wearth ciia ba sekhongdénh gia cao viée mang céi lo d6 vé nha déu, thura ba. N6 duoe Bm tir méu diu héu v dugc ding dé viét bua tinh
yéuday.

Viy i Chandler c6 kha néing nitruyén dmbéng tam thirc. Toi tra lo murc lai chd cii rdi cam Ién cudn sach mong nhur tai ché. Hinh anh tréntrang dau tién
miéu ta mtcon séi tAn cong mdtcon chim nhova ngudi dan dng dangbi tra tin khimg khiép rdi bi hanh hinh. N6 goi cho t6i nhd dén nhiing to bao khd
1hod quiy tinh tién trong cac cura hanh bach hoa hiéndai. Khi it qua trang do, t6i giat minh doc dugc vé ngudi ¢6 tén Stubbe Peter, ké ndy Xuat
hiéntrong hinh dang ché s6i va uéng méu dan 6ng, dan ba, tré con cho téi chét. khongehi co phi thity Scotland dangnim trong tim it cong ching. Vay
14 ca ma ca rong ciing thé.

Mit t6i lwét nhanh qua trang séch. Toi nhenhdm phét hiénStubbe sdng & ving sau ving xa ctia nurde Pree. Noi lo Eing tr6 lai khi t61 tlny nguoi chi cua
mottrong cc nan nhan diéu hanh xuréng i bia nim gitta nha ching ti va lau dai Baynard. Toi tho hit ra trudc céc chi tiét khing khiép cia cac vu giét
choc, ciing nhur d6 dai danh sach nhitng nguoi s&diddi phé véi cac sinh vét nay. O ddy Stubbe Peter duge md ta nhur mdtphiy thiy, va hanh vila Iing cta
hénbi quy cho 1 c6 hiép udc voi quy dir mmklnenhanco thé b1enh1nhva thoa méin khdu vi khat - mau khongbinh thurdng nhu thé. Nhung kha ndng nhidu
hon ca I g3 dan dng nay von i ma ca rong Toi ludn cudn sach mong Ay xudng bén dudi mdtcudn sach khac ciia minh va tién t6i quay tinh tién.

“Ba Roydon ¢6 nhu ciu mua vai mon db,” George giai thich voi nha bao ché duoc khi ti lai gin.

Tam tri Chandler thin trong chuyén sang khoang triing khi tén t6i dirgc nhic toi.

“Vang,” toi tir ton néi. “Muc do, néu 6ng c6 nd. Va xa bong thom dé tim”

“Puoc a.” Ong phap sur tim kiém trong méy cai binh vai nhobang thiéc. Khi tim dwoc dung thir cn, ong ta dit n6 én quy. “Va ba can xi gin thu phi
hop voi mure nita phai khong?”
“Bit cir thir g ong ¢6 ciing dugc ca, dng Chandler.”
“Toi thay I 6ng c6 mbtcuén sach cua 6ng Hester,” George noi, cam Ién mdtcudn sach & gin d6. “T6i dandivéi ba Roydon rang mire ciia 6ng tot ngang
voinha Hester va gia ca chi bang mtnira.”
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Nha bao ché duge mim cudi yéu 6t trude 10i khen ngoi ctia George va dét vai thoi sap mau hdng nhat ctng hai banh xa bong mii thom ngot ngao lén
ban, bén canh lo mure ctia toi. Toi tha cudn huéng dan khdng ché loai vat gy hai va cubn sich mong vé& ma ca rong Dirc 1én trénmit ban. Mét Chandler
ngude Ién nhin vao mit toi. Trong d6 c6 sucanh gidc.

“Dring thé,” Chandler n6i, “nha in trénduong dico dé lai vai ban cho t6i, nd ndivé mdtvan dé y hoc.”

“Cai d6 ciing sekhién ba Roydon quan tim déy,” George ndi, niém phich n 1én chong séch ctia toi. Toi thic méic, khongphéi ki an du tién, lam thé nao
con ngudi cd thé quén dinhitng gi dangdién ra quanh ho duoc.

“Nhung t6i khéngehiic chuyén luan nay thich hop cho mtphu nhan. . .”” Chandler bo g cau n6i, va nhin vao chiéc nhin cudi ciia t6i day ngu y.

Céu tra 101 nhanh nhau tir George dim chét 101 dép tra bang im king cta t6i. “O, chong ba dy sékhongban tim dau. Ba dy i ngudi nghién ciru gia kim
thuat.”

“Toi s&liy n6,” toi qua quyét tra 1oi.

Trong khi Chandler goi nhitng mon hang, George hoi ong ta lidu ¢6 thé gioi thiéu mdtnguoi Bm kinh deo

mét khong,

“Nha xuit ban cia 01, ong Ponsonby, lo ngai doi mit toi sékhongehju ndi trude khi ban dich Homer ciia t0i hoan chinh,” anhgiéi thich v& tur ddc. “Toi c6
motdon thudc tir ngudi hau cua me 61, nhung nd khonghan 13 phurrong phap dicu tri.”

Nha bao ché nhiin vai. “Phwrong thube chira cua cac ba vo gia doi khi cling gitip ich, nhung cua t6i thidang tin hon. Toi segiri qua thudc dép lam tir trimg
tréng va murdc hoa hong, Ngam w6t miy miéng vai lanh trong d6 va dép 1én mit.”

Trong khi George va Chandler miic ca gia cho thir thudc Ay rdi dan xép viée giao hang dén noi, Pierre thu thip cac tii hing va dimg bén cira ra vao.
“Tambiét, ba Roydon,” Chandler cti dAu chao.
“Cam on 6ng vi sutrg giap, ong Chandler,” t6i d4p. Toi m6i dén thanh phd va dangtim motphi thity gitip do toi.

“Rat hén hanh dugc phuc vu ba,” 6ng ta émai noi, “mic du van con ¢6 cac nha bao ché dugc tuyét voi khic ¢ Blackfiiars.” London 1 chdn nguy hiém
Hay can than voi ngudi ba yéucau tro gitp.

Trude khi t6i kip hoi nha bao ché duoc im thé ndo dng ta biét noi t6i séng, thiGeorge dadan toi ra ngoai duong clng véi i chao tam biét vui vé. Pierre
O qua gan phia sau dén mirc t6i thinh thoang c6 thé cam thay hoi thd lanh lanh tir anhta.

sutiép xtic bang anh mét khongthé ndo nham dugc trong hanh trinh ching t6i tr6 lai thanh phd. motlénh bao dong dadwoc phat ra khi t6i con ¢ trong
ctra hiu ctia Chandler, va tin tire vé motphu thily ky la dango gan dallan trin khip khu vire in can. Cubi ciing t6i dadat dwoc muc dich ctia minh cho
budi chleu h6m nay. Hai phu thiy budc ra trénthém nha ho, hai canh tay khoéc vao nhau, cham chit do xét t6i vai thai do thi dich nhirc nhdi. Bon ho
trong gidng nhau tir grong it dén than hinh t6i mirc 6i tur hoi lidu d6 ¢6 phéi ki mbtedp song sinh.

“Wearth,” mdtnguoi im bam ndi, nhd nurde miéng vé phia Pierre va xia cac ngon thanh ddu hiéu chdng lai ac quy.

“dindo, thura ba. Troi damudn rdi,” Pierre ndi, cac ngdn tay siét Ay cang tay toi.

Mong mudn ctia Pierre Ja mang t6i ra khoi St.Giles nhanh nhét ¢6 thé, con mong mudn ctia George 1 mbtede ruou, nén khién cho chuyén troy vé
Blackfiars cta ching t6i nhanh hon lic dira. Khi ching ti daan toan tr6 vé Huou Buc va Vurong Mién, van chang c6 dau hiéu ndo ctia Matthew ca,
Pierre lai bicn mat dé ditim anh. Ngay sau d6 Frangoise nhan manh vé gio giac danuidn thé nao va t6i can phai nghi ngoi. Chapman bat duge tin hi¢u dé
noiloi tir bigt.

Frangoise ngéi bén 10 suoi, nﬁ}{ mon d6 khau va d?.t bén canh, va quan sat clra ra vao. Téi mang ra ding thir lo myre mdi 5:1"13 mmh béng viée danh ddu
cac myc trong danh sach mua sam va thém vao “bay chudt”. Toi quay sang bén canh cuon sach ctia John Hester. Trang giy trang gap lai mbtcach kin
dao che giau ndi dung dam 6 tuc tiu. N6 liét ké cac phirong phap chira bénh hoa liéu, hau hét déu lién quan t6i nong d6 doc hai cua thiy ngan. Cha trach
Chandler daphan doi ban mjtban in cudn sach ndy cho phu nir déc6 chong. Toi vira moi bat dau doc chirong hap dan thir hai thinghe thay tiéng ri ram
ndichuyén vong ra tir phong lam viéc cua Matthew. Frangoise miéng mim chét, lic dau.

“T6i nay ngai 4y sécan thém nhiéu rou hon s chiing ta c6 trong nha,” cota nhin xét va hudng vé phia cau thang ciing chiée binh khongdé canh cira ra
Vao.

Toi ditheo amthanh giong ndictia chong minh. Matthew van & trong phong im viée, dangedi quan 4o va ném chiing vao lira.

“hénla motgd dan 6ng ma quy, milord,” Pierre n6idirt khodt, néi Iong thanh gwom ctia Matthew.

“Ma quy’ khongthure thi ci cong Iy ma quy d6. Thanh grom Bm diéu d6 con chura duoc duc ra dau. Saungdy homnay ta s&thé trude quan toa ban

than hanchinh 14 4c quy.”” Nhitng ngdn tay thon dai cia Matthew ndi 16ng day budc chiéc quan chén. Chiing durge tha roi xuong san nha, rdi anheli ngudi
https://thuviensach.vn



nhit Ién. Chiéc quan bay qua khongtrung roi vao 1o sudi, nhung khongdu nhanh dé che giiu nhitng vét mau lamcham mdtmii am mdc ciia da wdt, tudi
tac va rac ban goi lén trong t6i nhitng hoi trc bat chot vé 1an bi giam giit & La Pierre. Thirc an dddang Ién trong ¢b hong toi. Matthew xoay ngudi lai bo
nhao dén.

“Diana.” anhhit vao thdy n6i dau kho ctia ti bing mtho the thitsdu va xé toac chiéc 4o somi qua dau trrde khi bude qua doi bot bi virt bo roi dén
bén canh t6i ching méc gi ngoai chiéc quan dui vai lanh. Anh lira bap bung hét trénvai anh, va mottrong nhiu vét seo — n6 dai va sau, ngay phia tréncho
hai ba vai giao nhau — chdp chon anhién.

“anhcd bi thuong khong?” Toi vat 1on thdt ra 101 tir cudng hong thit lai ctia minh, nit t6i dan chit vao bd quin o dangchdy trong 1o sudi. Matthew nhin
theo anh mat t61, khé chiri the.

“Po khongphai miu cua anhdau.” Chuyén Matthew c6 méu cuia ke khac trénnguoi qua la rat khongthoai méi. “Nir hoang ra knh cho anbhiéndién khi
mottl nhan bi. .. thim van.” Cho hoi ngap ngimg d6 n6ivdi toi ring “tra tAn” chinh 1 tir anhdangtranh ndidén. “Pé anhtim rira da, roi sédén ding bira ti
cting em.” Loi 18 ctia Matthew 4m 4p, nhung anhtrng c6 vé mét moi va tire gidn. Va anhcon than trong khongeham vio toi nita.

“anhdad dudi hAm ngAm.” Cai mixi Ay khongnhim duroc.

“anh¢ chd Théap.”

“Con ti nhén ctia anh- hanchét rdi 4?”

“Ding.” Ban tay aphvuét qua mat. “anhdahy vong minh dén du s6m dé ngin chan chuyén do — ln niy — nhung anhdtinh toan nham thiy tridu. Tét ca
nhig gi anhco thé lam, mitlan nita, 14 kién quyét dé cho sudau dén ctia 6ng ta cham dut.”

Matthew daitrdi qua cai chét ctia ngudi dan ong kia mdtiin trude ddy. Homnay anhe6 thé & yén trong nha va khongkim minh bn tam véi finh hon mat
mat trong toa Thap kia. mdtsinh vat thap kémhon s€lam thé. To6i viron tay ra cham vao anh, nhung anhtrénh di.

“Nir hoang sebiét chuyén anhche gidu khi ba ta phat hiénra ngwoi dan ong kia chét trude khi tiét 10 bi mat cta minh, nhung anhkhongquan tim nita. Nhu
hau hét loai ngudi, Elizabeth thay viéc ngoanh mit lamngo khi thich hop s&€de dang hon,” anhnéi.

“Ongta i ai?”

“mdtphti thiy,” Matthew thing thén n6i. “Hang x6m t6 cao ong ta vi c6 mdtngudi ndm toc do. Bon ho so ring d6 [ hinh anh ctia nit hoang. Con nit
hoang thilo s¢ hanh vi ctia cac phu thuy Scotland. Agnes Sampson va John Fian, dangkhuyen khich phu thily anhhanh dong chéng lai ba. khong, Diana.”
Matthew ra d4u cho t6i & yén tai chd khi t6i budc t6i dinh an ti anh. “Bo 1 mirc gin nhit em dugc tiép can v6i tda Thap va nhitng gi xay ra & noi do.
Hay dén phong khach di. anhs&dén v6i em nhanh thoi.”

thétkh6 mi bo mac anh, nhung ton trong yeucau 14 tt ca nhimg gi t6i c6 thé lim cho anhvao lic ndy. Rurou, banh my, va pho mat dadoi san trénban
cting khonglim ngon miéng, nhung t6i Ay motméu banh sira damua budi sang va cham ri &n cho t6i khi chi con vai mau vun.

“Em khongthdy ngon miéng,” Matthew kn vao phong, king 1& nhur mitcon méo, anhtir rét rrou cho minh va ung mothoi dai rdi lai rét day coe.

“anhcting vAy ma,” t6i ni. “anhkhongn ubng déu dan.” Gallowglass va Hancock van dén ri1 anhtham gia cling ho trong nhitng chuyén disan dém, nhung
Matthew Iu6n tir chbi.

“anhkhongmuén n6ivé chuyén d6. Thay vi thé ké cho anhnghe motngay ctia em di.”” Hay giip anhquén di. Nhitng 1oi Matthew khongnoira thithim vang
khdp can phong,

“Bon em dimua sdm. Em danhdn cudn sach anhdat hang tir chd Richard Field va gip vo ong Ay, Jacqueline.”

“A.” Nu cudi ctia Matthew rong hon, va motit céing théng rdi khoi khée miéng anh. “Ba Field moi. cota séng Fu hon ngwoi chong du va gidy ¢ duge
nguoi chong thir hai sau mdtdi¢u nhdy may man. Emc6 gip Shakespeare khong? anhta dangd ctng nha Field day.”

“khong,” Toi bd sung thém céc mau vun cho cdi dong vun bénh dangngity cang nhiéu Ién & trénban. “Fm didén nha the:” Matthew hoi nhoai ngudi t6i
trude. “Pierre dicing em,” t61 vi ndi, thd miéng banh sita Ién ban. “Va emtinh co giip George.”

“khongnghi ngd gi anhchang danglang vang quanh khu Péu Bishop doi William Ponsonby dé néidiéu tot dep cho minh.” Hai vai Matthew ha xudng khi
anhtham cuoi khe khe.

“Em chura bao giy dén Pau Bishop,” t6i thi nhan. “George dangd chd cdy thanh gia ctia Paul, nghe motbai thuyét giao.”

“Déam dong tu tap dé nghe méy ke thuyét giang d6 khongthé luong trude duge,” anhnéikhé khang, “Pierre bit rhon ca | khongdurge dé em nan né chd
d6 ma.” Nhu bang phép thudt, ngudi hau ctia anhxuat hiénngay lap tire.
“Bon em khongd lau. George dura em t6i chd nha bao ché durge ctia anhdy. Emmua vai cudn sach nira va it @6 ding. Xa bong. Xi gin thu. Miyc do.”

T61 mim chit mbi vao nhau.

“Nguoi bao ché duge ctia George séng & Cripplegate.” Giong Matthew tré nén lanh ling, anhngwrdc miéit nhin Pierre. “Khi dan ching London than phién
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vé tinh trang t9i pham, quén trudng canh sat dat6i d6 va bét timg ngudi trong cd vé ludi biéng hay khac throng. Ong ta ddicd mitkhoang thi gian dé
chiu véi no.”

“Néu ngai quan truéng nham vao Cripplegate, thitai sao lai ¢ nhidu sinh vt khic ngudi dén thé ¢ Barbican Cross con rat it thiy ¢ Blackfriars?” Cau hoi
khién Matthew kinh ngac.

“Khu Blackfiiars timg motthoi | meinh @t thiéng ctia nguoi theo Co dc gido. yéutinh, phi thiyy va ma ca rong c6 thoi quen séng & noi ndo motthoi gian
dai trude do thisekhongdi chuyén tro lai. Tuy nhién khu Barbican Cross duoc dat trénving dat noi la nghia trang cua ngurdi Do Thai hang tram ndm
trude. Sau khi ngudi Do Thai bi dudi ra khoi nude anh, chinh quyén thanh pho dading khu nghia dia khongduoge thira nhin ndy cho t0i pham, nhiing ké
phan bdi va ngudi bi rit phép thong cong. Con ngudi coi nd bi ma &mva tranh cho do.”

“Véy n 1 ndi bat hanh ctia nguoi chét, em cam thy thé, chir khongphai I ngudi dangsong,” Loi 16 budt ra trude khi toi kip dimg lai. Hai niit Matthew
nheo lai.

Cude noichuyén cuia ching toi ching cai thién duoc tam trang gay git ciia anh, va cam gidc khongthoai mai phia t6i thitang lén tirmg phit mot. “Jacqueline

goiy v& John Hester khi em hoi thim vé ngudi bao ché durge, nhung George ninguoi ciia anhdy ciing gioi ngang thé ma khongdit bang. Em dakhonghoi
1ové khu vire xung quanh chd do.”

“Thye t& John Chandler khongan thube phién cho khéch hang ctia minh giong nhur Hester, ddi voi anhquan trong hon 14 gid cd hop 1y cuia 6ng ta. Nhung
anhkh6ngmuén em & Cripplegate. Lan sau em can db ding viét lach thihiy bao Pierre hodic Frangoise kiém vé& cho nhé. Nhung tt hon ca i dén tham
hiéu hang bao ché dugc c¢6 ba cira ngay trénHém Water ¢ dbi dién day nay.”

“Ba Field khongnoivéi madame ki co mdtnha bao ché duge ngay & Blackftiars nay. Mdi vai théing truée, ong de Laune va Jacqueline khongdong y véi
nhau vé phuong phéap chita tri tot nhat cho bénh bach hau cuia dira con trai Ion nha ba ay,” Pierre ri ram noinhu mtloi giai thich.

“Ta khongquan tam liéu Jacqueline va de Laune ¢ chia gwom vao nhau ngay gitta gido duong Thanh Paul hay khong. Diana s¢khongdao choi khép ca
thanh pho nhur the.”

“khongehi co Cripplegate la nguy hiém” 61 ndi, day quyén sach mong vé& ma ca rong Pure ngang qua ban. “Emmua mdtcudn chuyén luin cta Hester vé
bénh hoa lidu tir chd Chandler, va mdtcudn sach vé viéc dat bay thi. Cai nay ciing duoc ban nita.”

“Emmnua céi gi co?” Matthew sic rugu, suchi y cia anhdén vao cudn séch sai trai.

“Quén chuyén vé& Hester di. Cudn sach mong nay ké cau chuyén vé motg dan ong thong dong voi quy bién d6i thanh s6i va uong mau. mottrong nhitng
ngudi dan 6ng ¢6 lién quan i hang xom ctia chiing ta, 6ng chii xudng 1 bia canh lu dai Baynard y.” Toi gd g0 ngén tay Ién quyén sach mong dé nhin
manh.

Matthew kéo nhiing trang gidy Iong ko vé& phia minh. Hoi thé' ctia anhngtmg lai khi dén phan quan trong, anhgiao n6 cho Pierre, anhchang ciing nhanh
chéng chii myc nghién ctiru né.

“Stubbe 14 nm ca rong, ding khong?”’

“Phai. anhkhongbiét tin tirc vé cai chét cta héinlai truyén dixa thé nay. Kit thuong hay ké cho anhnghe nhitng chuyén ngdi Ié doi mich 6 via heé va béo chi
nén bon anhcd the cap nhat bao quat néu can thict. khonghieu theé nao anhta lai bo sot chuyén nay.” Matthew ban mbtcai nhin dit ton vao Pierre. “Hay
dambao chac chan ¢ nguoi duge phan cong gidi quyet chuyén ndy, va dung dé Kit biet.” Pierre nghiéng dau té vé dahicu.

“Vay céc truyén thuyét vé nguoi s6i ndy chi 1 nhimg nd hre déng thurong hon ctia loai ngwdi nhim chdi bo nhén thirc vé ma ca rong.” Toi lic dau.
“Dimg bén tim qué vé chuyén d6, Diana. Bon ho hiéngity dangtip trung vao phit thay. R&i sédén huot yéutinh trong mttram nam toi ching han, hay | biét

on cudc cai cach ¢ cac nha thuong dién. Sau do, loai ngudi séxoay vong dén ma ca rong, va phi thity sdching con 1 gi hon ngoai mdtcau chuyén cb tich
Xau xa dé doa tré con.” Matthew trong ¢6 vé lo Fing, bat chip 1 ndira.

“Hang x6m bén canh ching ta dangbén tAm v& ngudi soi, chir khongphai ph thity. Va néu anhe6 thé nhim 1An motchuyén, thiem mudn anhthéi lo Eing vé
emdiva hdy bt du chim séc cho chinh minh 4y. Hon nita, gi& ciing khéngeon Au nita dau trude khi mdtphi thity g6 ctra nha ching ta.” Toi bam ly
suthathién nhién scé chuyén nguy hiém voi Matthew néu con tién xa hon nita dé tim kiém motphu thiy. D6i miit chong t6i thoang nhin canh cao, nhung
miéng van mim chét cho t6i khi con gian dir duoc kiém soét.

“anhbiét em dangrit mong mudn duge doc lp, nhung lan t6i em quyét dinh tyr tay xtr Iy vin dé thihdy hira i em séthéo uan nd v6i anhtrude da.” Cau
tra 101 ctia anhdiu dang hon t6i mong doi.

“Chi khi anhhira s&féing nghe. anhdangbj theo ddi ddy, Matthew. Em chéc chin diéu do, va cd Mary Sidney ciing thé. anheir chéim lo cong vu ctia nir
hoang va rac 161 & Scotland, hily d€ emlo chuyén nay.”

Khi anhmé miéng dé dinh dam phén thém nita, t6i lic dau.
“Nghe em di. mdtphi thity sédén ddy. Em hira ddy.”

Ban dang doc truyén Mgt Ma Phii Thiiy duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuong 18

Matthew dangngdi doi ti trong cin phdng sudi néing ctia Mary & lu dai Baynard vao chiéu ngy hom sau, nit chiim chii ngéim nhin song Thames ciing
v6i nét miit wui thich. anhxoay lai khi ti tién dén, nhoén miéng cuoi trrde phién ban chiée o khoac phong thi nghiém thoi Elizabeth phit bén ngoai thin
va chan vay mau vang ndu cta toi. Hai tay 40 tring ndim bén dudi tho ra tir hai vai t6i phdng 1én mbtcach ky cuc, nhung chiée ¢ xép nép lai nhova
khiém t6n, khién n6 tré thanh mbttrong nhitng bo vay d& chiu hon ca cua toi

“Mary khongthé roi khoi thi nghiém ctia cody. coy noiching minh nén dén dung gidr an t6i thir Hai” Toi choang hai canh tay quanh ¢ anhva hon
thatkéu. anhnghiéng ra sau.

“Tai sao em lai c6 n giémnhi.”

“Mary rira bang giam. N6 lim sach tay anht6t hon xa phong ddy.”

“Fm dé ngdi nha ctia anhbao phit bing mi huong ngot ngo ctia banh my va mét ong, con i bé tude Pembroke lai dem em bién thanh mixi nhur dua
chua the nay.” Mii Matthew ditdi phan da nhay cam phia sau tai t6i. anhthé dai mjttieng thoa mén. “anhbiét minh ¢6 thé tim dwoc mdtnoi nao do6 cai min
giam chua nay khéngviron téi duoe ma.”

“Matthew,” ti thithdm goi. cohau gaictia nit ba tude, Joan, dangdimg ngay sau ching toi.

“Em dangeu xir nhur mdtthén dan dire hanh thoi Victoria hon | mbtnhan vét king lo thoi Elizabeth ddy,” Matthew néiva cuoi phé 1én. anhdiimg théing
ngudi sau motcdi vuot ve mon trén cudi cliing noi co t61. “Budi chieu ctia em thé nao?”

“anhdaithdy phong thi nghiém ctia Mary chwa?”” Téi thay chiéc 4o khoac mau xam khongra hinh dang gi bang chiéc 40 choang ngfin tay ctia minh trude
khi cho Joan Iui dilam cac nhiém vu khac ctia c6. “cday chiém han mittoa thap clia lau dai va ve& Ién tuong cac burc hinh ctia da tao vang, Giong nhu
danglam viéc trong mjtgidy da Ripley y! Em danhin thay ban sao cta Beinecke ¢ Yale, nhung n6 chi dai c6 nira met thoi. Nhimng buce tranh tréntuong
ctia Mary con l6n gap doi. thatkhé ma tap trung vao cong viéc duoc.”

“Thi nghi¢m clia em i gi thé?”

“Bon em désin sur tir xanh luc,” t0i tu ho dép, nhéc dén mdtdoan trong qué trinh luyén gié kim trong d6 két hop hai dung dich axit va tao ra subién doi
mau dang kinh ngac. “Bon em gan nhu dabat duoc nd. Nhung sau c6 gi d6 sai sot va binh thi nghiémno. thattuyét dicu!”

“anhmimg | em khonglm viéc trong phong thi nghi¢m ctia anh. nbichung, céc vu nd déu phai tranh khi lam vige voi axit nitric. Hai ngudi bon em 6 thé
lam gi d6 1t bay hoi hon vao 1an t6i, nhu chung cat nuée hoa hong chang han.”” Miat Matthew nheo lai. “Em khonglam vi€e voi thily ngan day chu?”
“Pumg lo. Em sékhonglam bt ky diéu gi ¢ hai cho bé con déu,” toi phong vé noi.

“Mdi lan anhn6idiéu gi vé tinh trang strc khoe ctia emy, 3 em lai Bmra vé suquan tim cia anhia lo hdo & (1§u 0 dau 4y.” Hai canh 16ng may ctia anhnhiu
vao nhau thanh diéu bo cau cd. Cam on bo rau va ria den nhanh ctia anh— cai ndy t6i dangbat dau quen dan roi — Matthew trong tham chi cang c6 vé gia
truong hon. Nhung t6i khongmuon tranh cii véi anh.

“Xin 161, t6i ndinhanh trude khi chuyén cha dé. ‘V‘Tuﬁn sau bon em s&trén An motmé prima materia tuoi. Cai d6 bén trong c6 thily ngin, nhung em hira Ia
khongcham vao nd. Mary nmuon xem xem liéu dén cudi thang mdtné co thoi rira thanh con céc trong thuat gid kim khong,”

“C4i d6 nghe gidng mdtmd dau 1& hoi cho niim moi,” Matthew ndi, khép chit chiée 4o khoac trénvai toi.
“anhdangnhin gi thé?” T6i ngd ra cira s.

“Ai d6 dangdyng mdtdong lira trai bén kia song cho dém giao thira. Mi lin ho giri dén motxe thing cti twoi, ngwdi dan dia phuong lai chom chia nhitng
gico ¢ do. Ca dong cui dangnhodan dittng gio kia kia. Giong nhu dangquan sat nang Penelope dét vai vay.”

“Mary dan6istkhongeo ai lim viéc vao ngay mai O, va chéic chén phéi bao Frangoise mua thém manchet — d6 1 banh my, diing khong? — Va tim dim

16 trong ruou va mét ong dé né mem lai vao bita sang thir Bay.” N6 hoan toan 1 banh my nuéng ctia Phap thoi Elizabeth ngoai trir cai tén. “Em nght

Mary lo emc6 thé bi ddi trong mdtngdi nha duoc dicu hanh boi nhitng ma ca rong,”

“Ba Pembroke s&im ling motcach lich syrkhi né lién quan dén cac sinh vat khic ngudi va théi quen ciia ho,” Matthew nhén xét.

“cOdy tat nhién khongbao gio nhéc lai chuyén doi gidy ctia cOdy,” toi trim ngm noi.

“Mary Sidney song sot nhu me cody dakim: bang cach nhédm n¥it m ngo trude moi suthatphién phire. Nhig ngudi phu nit trong gia dinh Dudley déu
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phai lam vay.”

“Dudley u?” T6i nhiu méy. D6 1 mdtgia dinh c6 tiéng xau hay iy ric r6i — ching c6 gi gidng véi Mary ¢ phong thai hoa nhé ca.

“Me cuia quy ba Pembroke la Mary Dudley, mtnguoi ban cua Bé ha va 1a chi ctia ngudi nir hoang yéumén, Robert.” Khoe miéng Matthew nhén lai.
“Ba rit xudt ching, gidng nhu con gaiba. Mary Dudley dadua vao dauba day nhing y tuong dé khongeon chd nghi dén toi muru phan ctia cha ba, hay
su]am lac ctia nhitng nglro’l anhem trai. Khi ba ay ntic can bénh ddu mua tir dang toan néng ti cao cua chiing ta, Mary Dudley khongbao gio thira nhan
ring ca nit hoang va chong ba thich subau ban ciia nhitg nguoi khac hon 1 d6i dién véi hinh dang xAu xi ctia ba.”

Toi dirng lai, choang vang, “Chuyén gi dxay dén voi ba?”

“Ba chét trong coddc va cay déng, nhur hau hét nhirng ngurdi phy nit nha Dudley trude ba. Thanh cong vi dai nhat ciia ba 1 gi chdng cho cocon gaicling
tén murodi lam tudi cia minh véi Ba tude Pembroke bon muroi tudi.”

“Mary Sidney két hon khi m6i murdi lim tudi u?” Ngudi phu nir théng minh, séc séo, day sirc song diéu hanh ca mdtco ngoi khong 16, nudi ning mdtdan
con khoe khoén, hién dang hét minh cho céc thi nghiém gia kim thudt cta c6, tat ca d¢ khongphai la 16 luc bé ngoai thoi. Gior toi dahiéu nhur thé ndo. Ba
Pembroke tré hon t61 vai tudi, nhung & tudi ba muroi coay daganh vac nhitng trach nhiém nay motnira cude doi roi.

“Dring thé. Nhung me Mary dacung cip cho cody tat ca phurong tién can thiét dé sng s6t: ky uat thép, moty thire sau séc vé bbn phén, sugido duc tt
nhat ma tién bac ¢é thé mua dugce, mottinh yéuvdi tho ca, va niem dam mé véi gia kim thuat.”

T6i cham vao ngudi minh, nghi dén sinh ménh danglén din bén trong t6i. Diéu gi sécn cho con dé sdng sét trong thé gidi nay?

Ching t6i tro chuyén vé héa hoc trénduwrong vé nha. Matthew gidi thich réing pha 1€ mi Mary i nhur ga 4p trimg dbi oxy héa quiing sét va réing cody
séchung cat ching chém hon trong binh thi nghiém d¢é lam axit sunfuric. Toi luon thay himg thi voi chi nghia trong trung trong thudt gia kimhon I cac
Kkhia canh thyre hanh cua n6, nhung budi chi€u ctia t61 bén nit ba tudc Pembroke dacho t6i thay sulién két gitra hai mét ndy c6 thé hap dan, cuon hit dén
nhuong no.

C}]éng méy chbc ching toi ddan toan bén trong ngbi nha Huou Bue va Vuong Mién, t6i dangnhim nhép motthtr thube ség éqﬁm ché tir bac ha va tinh
dau chanh. Hoa ra nguoi dén thoi Elizabeth daudng tra, nhung ho uong tat ca céac loai thdo mdc. Toi dangtrd chuyén s6i ndi v€ Mary thinhdn thay ny cuodi
tim tim ctia Matthew.

“Cé gi budn cudi im a?”

“anhchua tirng thfiy emnhu thé nay trude day,” anhbinh ludn.

“Nhur thé ndo co?”

“V§ ciing sinh dong — day nhimg cau hoi va théng cao vé nhing g em danglam, cing tit ca cac ké hoach em va Mary s&lm tudn t6i.”

“Em luon thich durgc 1 sinh vién,” t6i thi nhan. “Ban dAu thatkho, khongphai cau hoi no ciiing c6 dép an. Qua nhidu nim em daquén mét cam gidc vui
deén nhurong nao khi chang c6 gi ngoai nhitng thac mac.”

“Va em cam thiy tir do khi & ddy, theo cach mi em khéngeé duge khi & Oxford. Nhitng bi mét I mdtedng viée codoc.” Anh mit Matthew day cam
thong trong khi nhimg ngdn tay anhdi chuyén doc theo quai him toi.

“Em chura bao gio codoc.”
“Dring em khongeddoc. anhnghi em van I thé,” anhdiu dang noi.

Trude khi toi kip dap lai, Matthew dakéo t6i ra khoi chd ngdi va quay lung ching t6i v& phia brc trdng bén canh 16 swdi. Pierre, ngudi chi mbtthoang
trude con chang nhin thay dau, daxuat hi€nd ngudng cira.

ROi mittiéng gd cira vang Ién. Co bip trénvai Matthew gdng Ién, mtcon dao gim 16e Ién tréndui anh. Khi anhgat dau, Pierre budc ra dau cau thang va
md tung cénh ctra.

“Chuing t61 c6 mjtloi nhan tir Cha Hubbard.” Hai tén ma ca rong dimg & do, ca hai déu mic quan 4o dat gia qua mirc doi voi nhirng ngurdi dua tin.
khongai trong hai ma ca rong ndy qua mudi lim ca. Toi chura bao gior trong thiy mdtma ca rong thiéu nién va luon tuéng tuong chic hin phéi co nhimg
luat cam chong lai diéu do.

“Ong Roydon.” Tén ma ca rdng cao hon yuét dau miii va do xét Matthew bang doi }Iﬁt mau cham. Cip mit di chuyén tir Matthew sang t6i, va da toi
son 1én vi lanh. “Ba.” Ban tay Matthew siét chiit con dao gdm, con Pierre thidi chuyén dirng chan vudng goc giita ching t6i va canh cira.

“Cha Hubbard mudn gip cac vi,” tén ma ca rong nhohon ndi, t vé coi thurong mén vii khi trong tay Matthew. “Hay dén khi dong hd diém bay gio.”
“Hay noivéi Hubbard ta s&d d6 khi nao thich hop,” Matthew noigiong diéu thoang vé cam ghét.

“khongchi 6ng,” thiing bé cao hon noi.
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“Ta khongthdy Kit,” Matthew ndicé chit mét kién nhan “Néu ong ta gip rac 161, dng chii ctia nguroi s&biét phai tim nguoi & dau, Corner.” D6 ¢6 kha
ning I tén cta thing bé. Dang vé thiéu nién ctia nd it ca déu goc canh va sic nhon.

“Marlowe dd cting voi Cha Hubbard ca ngay.” Giong diéu Corer day suchén nan.
“Thé sao?” Matthew ndi, anh mét sic bén.
“Diing thé. Cha Hubbard mudn phi thity ndy,” ban déng hanh ctia Corner noi.
“Ta biét roi.” Giong Matthew déu déu. motcai bong 16 md cua mau den va bac, con dao gambéng long ciia anhdangrung Ién, Qiém déy tién, thanh doc
cua khung cira gan mt Corner. Matthew sai bude vé phia ho. Ca hai ma ca rong déu khongtinh nguyén budc i lai. “Cam on vé 101 nhan, Leonard.”
anhthtic canh ctra dong lai bang mdtban chan.
Pierre va Matthew trao d6i mdtcai nhin dai, cam king trong khi budc chén ciia hai ma ca rong thiéu nién huyén ndo dixudng cau thang,
“Hancock va Gallowglass,” Matthew ra [énh. “Ngay Iap tirc.”
Pierre xoay ngudi ra khoi phong, vira vin tranh Frangoise trong duong to k& toc. cody rit con dao gam tir khung cira xudng,
“Chiing ta dac6 khéch viéng thiim,” Matthew giai thich trude khi cokip phan nan vé tinh trang ctia d gd trong nha.
“Chuyén niy 1 thé ndo, Matthew?”” Toi hoi.
“Em va anhs&phai dén giip mdtngudi ban cii.” Giong anhvan déu déu nhu bao diém go.
Toi dua mit nhin con dao gim, giy dangnim trénban. “Ngudi ban cii ndy i mtma ca rong?”

“Ruou, Frangoise.” Matthew tom lay may to glay, limdao 1on trat i dbng 4o daduoc sip xep can than ca toi. Toi bop nghet motldi phan dbi khi
anhnhéc 1én motcay but 1ong ciia toi va viét v6i toe do dién cudng, anhkhongnhin t6i tir khi c6 tiéng g6 cira.

“Cé mau turoi tir chd hang thit. C6 1& ngainén. ..”
Matthew nging Ién, miéng anhmim chét thanh motduong mong. Frangoise rot cho anhmbtly 1on rrou vang mé khonged 101 phan déi nao khéc. Khi cota
lam xong, anhdua cho hai 14 thu.

“Mang cai nay o1 cbf) Ba tude Northumberland & Nha Russell. La kia’cho Raleigh. anhta s8¢ chd Sémh Tring,” Francoise dingay lap tirc, con Matthew
sai budc dén cira s, nhin chim cham ngiroc kén con dudng. Téc anhrdi tung trong cdi ¢b o cao bang vai lanh, va toi bong c6 motthdi thic mudn vuot
n6 lai ngay ngan cho anh. Nhung dang vé hai bo vai anhcanh bao t6i rang anhs€khongehao don mdtetr chi chiem hitru nhur the.

“Cha Hubbard w?” Téi nhic anh. Nhung tam tri Matthew dangd tan dau dau.

“Em s&lam minh bi giét chét ddy,” anhcdc cin ni, lung anhvan quay vé phia ti. “Ysabeau ddcanh cao anhring em khénge ban néng tir bao toan. Phai
bao nhiéu Ian chuyén nhur thé ndy xay ra nita thiem mdi phat trien duge ban nang nay ha?”’

“Gio em dalam gi dau?”
“Bm damudn bi nhin théy, Diana,” anhnéimdtcach cay nghiét. “Than 6i, em dalam duoc.”

“Hay thi nhin ra ngoai ctra sb di. Emmét moi vi phai ndichuyén véi cai 6t ctia anhrdi.” Toi khé ni, miic dii rét mudn bop ¢ anbdy. “Cha Hubbard 1
ai?”

“Andrew Hubbard 13 mbtma ca rong, hinthdng tri London.”

“Y anhla gi khi n6ibénthéng tri London? C6 phai tit ca ma ca rdng & thanh phd nay déu vang lénh hinkhong?” Trong thé ky hai muroi mbt, ma ca rong &
London nbi tiéng boi syrtudn thi bon phan manh mé vé6i bay dan, nhitng thoi quen vé dém ctia ho, va 1ong trung thanh — hoac do 1 diéu toi duge nghe tir
cac phi thiry khac. khongkhoa trurong, curong diéu nhu ma ca rong & Paris, Venice, hay Istanbul, hay khat méu nhur nhitng ké & Moscow, New York,
va Bic Kinh, ma ca réng London 1 mdtnhém duoc t6 chirc tht.

“khongchi ma ca rong thoi dau. Phi thiy va yéutinh nita.” Matthew quay sang toi, anh mit lanh gié. “Andrew Hubbard von | myc su, motké cd it gido
duc nhung lai c6 du fo)tdérp ly thuyét d€ gy rac roi. hantro tbimh ma ca rong khi dich bénh dau tién dén London No dagiet chet gan nira tbz‘mh pho ndy
vao nam 1349. Hubbard song sét trong lan song bénh dich dau tién, cham séc cho ngudi bénh va chon cat nguodi chét, nhung cting lic d6 hanciling quy

~ 9

nga.

“Va ai d6 daciru ong ta bang cach bién ong ta thanh ma ca rong?”

“Diing thé, miic du anhchua bao gitr tim ra duge d6 B ai. C6 rt nhidu giai thoai, nhung hu hét déu vé suhoi sinh thén thénh ctia hénta. Khi hanchic

chan minh s€chét, nguoi ta ndihandadao mdtmd huyét cho chinh minh trong sén nha tho va leo vao d6 doi Chua. Nhicu gio sau Hubbard dilén va bude ra
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giira nhitng ngudi dangsdng.” Matthew ngimg lai. “anhkhongtin hinhoan toan c6 du éc lanh manh tir khi d6.”

“Hubbard tap hop lai nhiing linh hdn lac 161 Matthew tiép. “Ngay d6 co nhiéu khongdemxue hénd6n nhan ho — tré md coi, gda phy, nhitng ngwdi dan
ong mét toan bo gia dinh chi trong vong mdttuan 1. Nhitng ai bi dm hénbién ho thanh ma ca rong, dit tén lai va dam bao bon ho ¢6 nha, thirc in va cong
viée. Hubbard coi ho nhu con ctia hin.”

“Tham chi ca phu thity va yéutinh u?”

“Phai,” Matthew dap coc Ioc. “handura ho qua mdtnghi thirc nhin nudi, nhung khonged gi gidng véi Philippe daitrinh dién ca. Hubbard ném méu cia bon
ho. hantuyén bo nd tiét 16 ndi ham linh hon bon ho va cung cap bang chirng rang Chua Troi pho thac ho cho hanchamlo.”

“N6 ciing tiét 10 nhitng bi mat ciia ho cho hén,” t6i chim i néi.
Matthew gt du. Chéng trach anhmuén t6i tranh xa Cha Hubbard nay. Néu mdtma ca rong ném mau ctia toi, hénsabiét vé dira bé — va ai la cha ciia 6.

“Philippe va Hubbard dadat duoc mbtthoa thuin rang ngudi nha de Clermont durgce mién khoi nghi thirc va bdn phén gia dinh ctia hén. anhe6 18 nén
nbicho hénbiét em I vo anhtrurde khi ching ta bude vao thanh phd.”

“Nhung anhdihra chon khongndi,” toi cn than noi, hai tay siét chat. Gio toi dabiét tai sao Gallowglass yéucau ching toi cap bén & dau d6 chir
khongphai dudi chan Hém Water. Philippe dadung. Co nhicu khi Matthew cu xtr nhu mdttén ngoc — hodc nhu mdtgd dan 6ng ngao man con song,

“Hubbard tranh xa khoi duong cua anh, va anhcling khongean duong hén. Ngay khi lﬁnbiét em a mitnguoi nha de Clermont, hénciing s8dé em yén.”
Matthew phat hiénthay i d6 ¢ dudi duong. “Ta on Chia.” Nhitng bude chin nang né vang Ién tréncau thang, va mjtphit sau Gallowglass cling
Hancock dadung trong phong khach cuta ching t61. “Hai nguoi cting mat thoi gian qua day.”

“Xﬁl chao 5:h1'1, Ma}thqw,” Gallovyglass ndi. “Vay cubi chpg Hubbard ciing dﬁyéucéu mdteude hoi kién. Va trude khi chi dua ra dé xuét, durng c6 nghi
den viéc dat miii hanbang cach dé co6 lai ddy. Cho du ke hoach 1a gj, coay cling seédi.””

khonggidng tinh céch von c6, Matthew cio ban tay vao méi toc nguoc tir sau dau ra phia trede.

“Chét tiét,” Hancock budt miéng, quan sat ca qué trinh ctia nhirg ngén tay Matthew. Lam cho toc anhdumng nguroc hét 1én nhu mao ga B mdtdu higu
nhén biét rdrang khac ctia Matthew — n6 ¢6 nghiia 12 sulang tranh ddy séng tao va motnira suthatddchip nhan. “Ké sach duy nhit ctia anhla lang tranh
Hubbard. anhkhongeé ké hoach ndo khéc. Ching t6i khongbao gior biét chic liéu anhli motga ding cam hay 1 motthing ngdc nita, de Clermont, nhung
61 nghi chuyén in ndy c6 thé quyét dinh cho cau hoi d6 rdi— va khongphai nhd phude ctia anhdau.”

“T6i dinh dua Diana dén chd Hubbard vao thir Hai”

“Sau khi c6dy da6 trong thanh phd ndy mudi ngay,” Gallowglass nhan xét.
“khongcAn phéi voi. Diana ki ngoi nha de Clermont. Hon nita, ching ta khongd trong thnh phd,” Matthew n6inhanh. Trurée 4nh miit bdi rdi ciia tOi,
anhnoitiep. “Blackfiiars thitsukhdngphai la mdtphan ctia London.”

“Chau sekhongdivao hang 0 6 ctia Hubbard ma tranh cai vé dia Iy ciia thanh pho ndy voi hinlan nita dau,” Gallowglass noi, quat doi gang tay cua anhta
vao bap dii. “héndakhongddng y y khi chi dura chuyén nay ra tranh cai dé c6 thé dong quan ctia dong tu trong Thap sau khi ching ta dén gitp do ngudi
Lancastrian vao nim 1485, va hinciing sékhongehap nhan n6 vao thoi diém nay dau.”

“Ching ta khongthé dé hénchd doi duoc,” Hancock noi.
“Ching ta con rat nhiéu thoi gian.” Giong diéu Matthew tily tién.

“Cha clmng bao gioy hiu céc dong thuy triu ca, Matthew. Chau cam doan ching ta sedlbang duong song, vi chil cting nghi song Thames khongthatsula
mdtphin cta thanh phd ndy. Néu vay thi, ching ta c6 & daqua mudn roi. Ching ta di chuyén di.” Gallowglass dir dir chi ngén tay cai vé phia cira trude.

Pierre dangdoi ching t0i & do, kéo manh tim da miu den trénhai tay. anhta daddi chiéc 4o khodc ngiin tay mau néu binh thurdng béng mbtchiéc miu den
daqua 161 thoi. mothinh bang bac ph tréncanh tay phai: mdtcon ran cudn tron quanh motedy thanh gia voi hinh tréang ludi iémném ¢ géc phén tur phia
trén. Day la dau hi€u riéng ctia Philippe, diém khac duy nhat vdi cai ctia Matthew 1a khonged ngdi sao va hoa bach hop.

Khi Gallowglass va Pierre cling daphuc trang twong tur, Frangoise choang lén vai Matthew n}étchiéc 40 khoac ddng bo. Nhimg nép gip ning né ciia no
quét trénsan nh'}l, 1am cho anhtrong cao 16n hon, tham chi céng noi bat sg’ic nét hon. Khi ca bon ngus‘n' bon ho dung cting nhau, d6 thatla mdtcanh tuong
doa ngurdi, ngudn cam hitng vo tan cho loai ngurdi khi md ta vé ma ca rong khoac 4o choang den sam.

Duéi day ciing ctia Hém Water, Gallowglass bao quat nhitng con thuyén d4u sin. “Thuyén d6 ¢6 thé ché tat ca ching ta,” anhching n6i, chi vé phia
mdtchiée thuyén chéo dai va huyt mottiéng sao choi tai. Khi ngwdi dan 6ng dimg canh con thuyén d6 hoi ching t6i dinh didau, anhchang ma ca rong dua
ra motban chi dan phirc tap vé 16 trinh ctia chiing t6i, bén thuyén ndo ching t6i s&lén va ai s&la ngudi chéo thuyén. Sau khi Gallowglass rng lén véi ong
ta, ngudi dan ong dang thuong co cum lai gan cay dén & méi chéo va thinh thoang lai lo Fing nhin qua vai.

“Viée doa mdi ngudi chéo ‘ghuyén ching ta gap s¢ chét khiép sekhongcai thién duoc quan hé voi nhirng ngurdi hang xdm cta ching ta dau,” t6i binh
pham khi Matthew 1én thuyen, nhin vé phia xuwdng 1 bia bén canh. Hancock nhac t61 Ién ma chang can Ie nghi gi rdi giao tdi vao tay chong. Céanh tay
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Matthew siét chit quanh ngudi toi khi con thuyén lao witt vao dong song. Tham chi ngudi lai thuyén ciing phai tho hit ra trude the do nay.
“khongean phéi kéo suchi y vé ching ta dau, Gallowglass,” Matthew lanh Ring néi.
“Cht c6 mudn chéo thuyén trong khi chéu s&gitr 4m cho vo chi khong?” Khi Matthew khongtra 1, Gallowglass ic dau. “Biét ngay m.”

Anh sang vang ém i cua nhimg ngon dén tir Céu London xuyén qua bong dém am damphia trude ching t6i, amthanh va cham ctia connuée khidi
chuyén nhanh bat dau I6n hon theo moi nhip cheo ctia Gallowglass. Matthew dua mit nhin ven bo song. “Céap vao cau thang Thién Nga Gia di. Ta muon
tror vé trénchi€e thuyeén ndy va hudng nguge dong trudce khi thity trieu lén.”

“Khe théi” Hancock thltlnm lanh giong cit ngang, “Ching ta dangdinh choi trd 1 6a v6i Hubbard. Nhung ta ¢6 thé s&phai dixudi Cheapside voi tréng
dong c& md vi miy tiéng on a0 cdu dangtao ra ddy.”

Gallowglass quay lai huéng mit yé dudi thuyén va ddy méi chéo thatmanh hai lin bang tay trai. Thém vai lin chéo nira thichung t6i cap bo — khonggi hon
ngoai motcho dét chin op ep, gan lién voi nhitng cdy cot xEp thanh hang — noi vai nguoi dan 6ng dadoi san. Nguoi chéo thuyen vay ho xubng voi vai 1oi
cut lin hy vong c6 thé ra khoi con thuyén cang nhanh cang tot.

Chiing t6i leo 1én duong va dixuyén qua nhitng con hém NngoaAn ngoéo trong im lang, phong digitta nhitng ngdi nha va bang qua nhing khu virdn nho. Ma
ca rong di chuyen V61 dang vé émnhur ru ctia nhirng chit meo. Toi di chuyén kém ving vang hon, vap phai da cudi va gidm ca vao nhing viing nuée
dong. Cubi cing toi 1€ vao motcon dudng rong. Tiéng cudi vong lai tir phia cudi dwong, 4nh sang tran ra con duong tir nhimg 6 ctra sO. Toi cha xat hai
ban tay vao nhau, ¢ niukéo suam ap. Co I& do Ia dich dén ciia ching toi. C6 I& chuyén nay sédon gian thoi, chiing t6i ¢ thé gip Andrew Hubbard,
cho 6ng ta thiy nhin cudi ctia toi, rdi tré v& nha.

Matthew dan ching t6i bang qua con phd divio mdtsan nha thés hoang véng noi ¢ nhitng tim bia md ndm ndi nhau nhur thé nguoi chét tim kiém suthoai
méi tir nhitng ngudi ddng canh. Pierre Ay ra motcai vong kim loai cling dy chia khoa, con Gallowglass tra mdtchia vao  khoa canh cira bén canh thap
chudng, Ching t6i dibd xuyén qua gian gido duong d6 nat va qua mdtcanh cira gd bén trai bé the. Cau thang d4 hep lao thing xudng bong t6i bén dudi.
Vi thi e giéi han ciia sinh vat méu nong, t6i khonged cach ndo giit viing suchiu dung ctia minh khi ching t6i uron tron 18 qua nhig 16i dihep va diqua
nhitng noi rong hon swre nire mii reou, nurée nho &p, va mi ngudi thdi riva. Trai nghiém nay dan thing dén nhiing cau chuyén ma loai ngudi ké dé hm
nhut chi nguoi ta khongdam 1in n trong nhimg ting him va khu nghia dia ctia nha tho.

Ching t6i di chuyén sau hon vao motkhu vire chéing chit duong him va nhiing can phong ngim bi mét rdi bude vao mdthdm md dugc thip sang 1 mo.
Nhitng con it sdu hoim nhin chiim chim ra tir nhimg déng xurong so trong motcai hang nhodung hai cbt. mdtsurung dong trong san d4 va nhimg tiéng
chudng nghén nghet bao hiéu ¢ noi ndo d6 phia trénching toi dong hd dangdiém bay tiéng. Matthew hdi thic ching toi didoc theo mdtduong him khac
va chi vio mdtanh sang diu nhed phia dang xa.

Cubi cting ching t6i ciing budc vao motean hdm duoc ding dé cat trlt reou do xudng tir cac con tau trénsong Thames. Vai thing dung ¢ canh trong,
mii min cura twoi hon at dimii rugu cii. Toi xem xét ki ludng ngudn gbe miii huwong trude d6: nhimg chiée quan tai duoc xép chong gon gh, sap dat
theo kich thude tir nhitng ci dai c6 thé chira duoc ca Gallowglass cho t4i nhitng chiéc nhoxiu danh cho dira tré con Am ngira. Bong thi di chuyén va

chap chon trong nhitng goc sau, & chinh gitta cin phong dangdién ra mjtnghi thirc ctia dam dong cac sinh vat khéc nguoi.

“Mau ctia con thudc vé cha, Cha Hubbard.” Ngudi dan 6ng so' hdi noi. “Con nguyén trao tang nd, dé cha c6 thé thiy duoc tréi tim con va thu nhan con
vao gia dinh ctia cha.” Im king, rdi mottiéng kéu dau don. Sau do khongkhi tran ngap cam gisc cang thing chd doi.

“Ta chip nhin mon qua ctia con, James, va hita bao vé con nhur con ctia ta,” mdtgiong n6ithd 16 dap 1oi. “Ddi lai con séton trong ta nhur cha ctia con.
Hay chao céac anhchi em cua con di.”

Pam dong x6n xao chao don, da t6i ron én cam giac lanh o bang gia.
“Cac nguoi dén mudn.” amthanh lao xao cat ngang tiéng trd chuyén va m toi dung toc giy. “Va divéi day du doan tlly ting, ta thiy r6i.”

“Didu d6 1a khongthé, vi ching t6i khonged hen trrde.” Matthew nim chit khuyu tay t6i trong khi héng ta dnh nhin thiic t6i, rAm ran nhéi dau, va km lanh
bubt da toi.

Nhitng bude chan nheé nhedén gin, motvong tron quay quanh. motngudi dan ong 2y g0, cao Ion tryc dién xuat hiéntrurde mit toi. Toi don iy cai nhin
chim cham ctia hénma khongnao ning, biét rdtdt hon nén 16 ra vé s hai dbi véi mdtma ca rong Poi mit Hubbard sdu hodm bén dudi xurong 1ong may
ning né cing v6i van mau xanh lam, xanh luc, va ndu toa ra tir hai trong mét den nhu da phién.

Do6i mét ma ca rong ndy [ thir duy nhdt c6 méu sic trénnguoi hin. Néu khongthﬂnanthamhot nhat qua mirc phi tur nhién, v&i méi toc bach kim cét ngan
sat vao xuong so, gin nhur khongnhin thiy 1ong miy va 16ng mi, motduong rach rong ném ngang ctia d61 moi dét trénmdtkhudn mat nhén nhyi. Chiéc 40
choang dai miu den ctia hintrong gidng nhur pha tron giita mdtchiée 4o ching dai ciia hoc gia va motchiée 4o thiy tu ctia muc s, cang Amndi than hinh
tai nhot nhur xac chét ctia hin. khongthé nhim lan strc manh antrong hai bor vai rong, hoi khong ctia hén, nhung phan con lai thithire | motbd xwong.

I{ﬁtchuyén dong 1o mo, nhitng ngdn tay manh mé cam Ky cam toi va nghiéng mit t6i v& mjtbén. Cng lic d6, ban tay Matthew bao Iy c6 tay ma ca
rong ndy.
Cai nhin lanh bang cta Hubbard cham vao ¢ t61, thu vao tAm it vét seo & do. Lﬁr} ndy ti wéc gi Francoise datrang bi cho t6i bang chiéc cb 4o >§ép
nep lg'n nhat ma cday co the tim dugc. hénphé ra mothoi thd gidn di lanh [8o i than sa va go thong trurde khi cai miéng rong ngoéc sit chit lai, vien moi
chuyén tir mau dao nhot nhat sang thanh trang béch.
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“Chiing ta c6 rac rdi i, 6ng Roydon,” Hubbard néi.

“Ching ta ¢6 vai ric rdi dy, Cha Hubbard. DAu tién 1 cha dangdt tay lén thir thudc vé ta. Dicu xdy ra tiép sau ddy sekhién moi sinh vt trong thanh
pho — yéutinh, loai ngudi, wearth va phu thity — nghi d€n ngay tan 1a tiy thudc vao ching ta day.” Giong noictia Matthew rung 1én phan nd.

Céc sinh vat khac ngudi hiénra tir bong t6i xung quanh. Toi trong thdy John Chandler, nha bao ché dugc ¢ Cripplegate, ngwdi dadén anh mit toi. . . Kit
ciing & d6, dangdtmg canh motyéutinh khac. Khi canh tay ban anhta vong qua khuyu tay, Kit khé dudi tranh di.

“Xin chao, Kit,” Matthew noi, giong anhday chét chdc. “Toi danghi ic nay anhdachay bién va trdn tiét dirdi chir.”

Hubbard giit Ay cam t0i thém motlit nita, kéo du toi quay lai cho t6i khi mit t0i dbi dién voi hénlan nita. Con gidn ctia toi hudng vao Kit va phi thiy
daphan boi ching ti chac han dabgc 16 10, hanbén lac dau canh céo.

“Nguoi sekhongeam ghét nguroi anhndy tan tim can,” hinlim bam rdi tha t6i ra. Anh mét Hubbard quét khéip phong “Hay dé mic ching ta.”

Hai ban tay Matthew 6m ldy khuon mt t6i, nhitng ngén tay anhmon man vudt ve lan da dudi cam toi dé tay dimii ctia Hubbard. “divéi Gallowglass di.
anhs€gap em nhanh thoi.”

“cota & lai day,” Hubbard néi.

Céc co bip clia Matthew gong lén. anhkhongquen véi vige b ra Inh. Sau mdthoi ngumg kb JAu, anhyéucau ban be va gia dinh doi bén ngoai. Hancock
1a ngurdi duy nhat khongtuan theo ngay 1ap tirc.

“Cha cu noimdtnguroi dan 6ng khon ngoan tir dudi day giéng ciing c6 thé thiy dwroc nhiéu hon mbtthéng ngbe dimg tréndinh nii. Ching ta hly hy vong
ring ong diing,” Hancock kh& néi, “boi vi day 1 dia nguc trong cai hé ma cau dadat ching ta vao dém nay.” Pua mét nhin An cubi, anhchang theo
Gallowglass va Pierre xuyén qua mjtld hong trénbirc tudng phia xa. Canh cira ning né déng lai, va im ling,

Ba chiing t6i dimg gin dén ndi t0i c6 thé nghe thiy lan tng xuit khongkhi khé khang tiép theo tir budng phdi ctia Matthew. Con vé Hubbard, toi tur hoi
li€u bénh dich kia c¢6 khién hanphat dién r6i khong, Lan da hangiong sap hon 1a mau men st nhu theé hanvan con phai chiu dyng hiu qua ctia con bénh roi
rét lai

“Ta ¢6 thé nhéc 6ng nhd, ong de Clermont, ong c6 mit & ddy 1 sucho phep bét dic di cta ta.” Hubbard ngdi vao cai ghé uy nghl cao quy duy nhét
trong cin phong, “Miic dii ong dai dién cho Dai H6i Pong, nhung ta chip nhan suhiéndién ctia 6ng ¢ London bdi vi cha ong yéuciu diéu d6. Nhung 6ng
daling nhuc khéch ciia ching ta va cho phép vo ng vao thanh phd ma khonggioi thiéu cody cho ta va con chién cta ta. Roi con van dé vi nhing hiép si
cua Ong nita chir.”

“Hau hét c4c hiép sTdong hanh ciing ta ddisdng trong thanh phd ndy con 1u hon ca 6ng, Andrew a. Khi 6ng khing khéing bét ho gia nhip vao dam ‘con
chién’ ctia 6ng hoac phai roi khoi dia phéan thanh pho, bon ho darit ra bén ngoai nhitng birc tuong bao. Ong va cha ta dathong nhat rang nguoi nha de
Clermonts s€khongmang thém céc hiép si dén thanh pho nay. Ta dalam nhu the.”

“Va 6ng nghi ring cac con ta quan tim dén nhimg chi tiét d6 sao? Ta datrong thdy nhiing chiéc nhan ho deo va céc biéu trong tréndo khoéc ciia ho.”
Hubbard nhoai ngudi téi trwde, anh mét him doa. “Ta dabi dat mili tin ring ong dangtréndudng t6i Scotland. Tai sao 6ng van con & day?”

“C6 I8 6ng khongtra dii cho viée By tin tirc roi,” Matthew goi y. “Dao nay Kit viém ming ti ning ddy.”

“Ta khongmua tinh yeuva long trung thanh, cting khongphai ding dén trd ham doa va tra tAn dé c6 duoc thir minh mudn. Christopher tir nguyén lam
nhing gi ta yéucau, gidng nhur tit ca nhimg dtra con ngoan dao yéuquy cha minh.”

“Kit c6 qua nhiéu ong chit dé c6 thé chung thity véi bét cir ai trong s6 do.”

“khoéngphai cling co the n6idiéu d6 véi dng u?” Sau khi thach thirc Matthew, Hubbard quay sang toi va tinh t& ubng vao mii huong ctia toi. hinkhd thdt
ra motamthanh budn rau. “Nhung ching ta hily néivé cude hon nhin ciia 6ng, Vai dira con ta tin rang mdi quan hé giira phu thity va wearth 1 dang ghé
tom Nhung Pai Hoi Bong va cai hiép udc ctia nd khongdiroe chao dén trong thanh phd ciia ta, ciing khonghon gi nhig hiép si day long cam thi ctia
cha 6ng. Ca hai déu can trd'y nguyén ctia Chiia mong udc ching ta séng nhu motgia dinh. Vo ctia ong ciiing 1 mdtngudi xe soi thoi gian,” Hubbard néi.
“Ta khongchap nhan nhitng ngudi xe soi thoi gian, vi ho xti giuc dan dng va dan ba bang nhitng y tudng khongthude vé noi ndy.”

“Nhitng y twéng nhur kra chon va tir do trong suy nghi u?”” T6i chen ngang. “Diéu ong lo sg...”

“Ké tiép,” Hubbard r}gﬁt 104, van tap trung vio Matthew nhu thé t6i hoan toan v0 hinh, “la vAn d& 6ng udng mau cota.” Anh mét hinchuyén dén vét s¢0
Matthew dé lai t(éncé to1. “Khi cac phu thity phat hiénra chuyén nz‘ly,r ho séyéuc@u giai thich. Néu vo 6ng bi phat hiénva ket t6i 1a tinh nguyén dang tﬂén
mau chp ma ca rong, thicta sebi xa lanh va némra khoi London. Néu ong bi két t6i 1a udng mau ma khdnged suung thuan cia cota, thibng sébi day vao
cho chet.”

“thatqua mirc cho suda cam gia dinh,” t6i lAm bam.

“Diana,” Matthew canh cdo.
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Hubbard chdng miy ngon tay quan sat Matthew lan nita. “Va cudi cling, cota dangmang thai. Cha dira tré sédén tim cota chir?”

Caundidé khién cho nhiimg 104 dép tré ctia t0i khongthdt ra 1oi. Hubbard chura kham pha ra bi mét Ion nhét ciia ching toi: réng Matthew  cha cta con
to1. T6i dau tranh d€ nén con hoang loan. Suy nghi — va song sot. Co & 101 khuyén ctia Philippe s€dua chiing t6i thoat khéi tinh theé kho khin nay.

“khong,” Matthew dap cut .

“Vay ngudi cha ddichét — do nhitng nguyén nhan tir nhién hay do ban tay ctia 6ng,” Hubbard n6i, ném cho Matthew mdtcai nhin dai do xét. “Trong
truong hop do dira con ctia phu thity nay séduoc mang téi cho cac con chién ctia ta khi né dugc sinh ra. Mg ctia nd ciling sétrd thanh mdttrong nhiing
dura con ctia ta ngay bay gio.”

“khong,” Matthew kip lai, “cody sekhongnhur véy.”

“Ong hinh dung hai ngudi séséng s6t bén ngoai London trong bao 1u khi nhitng thanh vién con lai ctia Pai Hoi Dong nghe nbidén nhitng hanh vi chudng
tai gai mit nay?”” Hubbard lac dau. “Vo clia 6ng s€an toan khi & day mien cota 1a mdtthanh vién trong gia dinh ta va khdngeon chia sé¢ mau véi dng nita.”

“Ong sekhongde Diana trai qua nghi thirc truy lac do. Hay n6ivdi ‘céc con’ 6ng rang cody thudc vé ong néu can phai thé, nhung 6ng sekhdngduroc ném
mau clia cday hay ctia con coay dau.”

“Ta s&n6indiddi nhirng linh hon ndm trong swcham soc clia ta. Tai sao thé, con trai ta, nhitng bi mét va chién tranh I 101 dap tra duy nhét con c6 khi Chiia
dat mbtthir thach trerde mét con u? Ching chi dan dén syhily diét ma thoi.” Hubbard thot ra day cam xic. “Chua ciru roi linh hon nhitng ai tin vao dieu gi
d6 lon lao vi dai hon ban than ho.”

Trude khi Matthew kip dap tra, to1 dat tay 1én canh tay anhgiit anhim ling,

“Xin thir 16i, Cha Hubbard,” ti n6i. “Néu t6i hiéu ding, thinhimg ngudi nha de Clermont duwroc mién trir khoi swrcai quan cia ong?”

“Diing thé, ba Roydon. Nhung ba khéngphai b mdtngudi nha de Clermont. Ba chi curi mbtngurdi nha ho thoi”

“Sai r0i,” t6i vin lai, van giit By tay 4o chong minh siét thétchait. “Toi |a con géiduoc nhan bang 1vi thé mau ctia Philippe de Clermont, dong thoi 1 vo cia
Matthew. T6i hai lan 1a nguoi de Clermont, va khongchi t6i ma ca con cuia t6i s€khongbao gid goi dng Ia ¢

Andrew Hubbard trong thitsing so. Trong khi t6i thim king cAu nguyén phurde nh cho Philippe vi 6ng ludn ditrude ching t6i ba bude ma sap dit,
thihai vai Matthew cuoi cting cling tha 1ong, Du ¢ xa tin nudc Phap, nhung cha anhmbtlan nita dadam bao cho syan toan ctia ho.

“Hay kiém tra néu 6 ongr mudn. Philippe dadanh d4u Ién trén toi day nay,” t6i noi, cham tay vao 4n duong giira hai 16ng may noi con niit thr ba ctia phit
thity. Liic ndy ddy nd van dangngi ngon linh, khonglo phién gi dén nhitng ma ca rong

X

“Ta tin ¢6, ba Roydon,” cudi cling Hubbard néi. “sékhongai ca gan ndiddi motdicu nhur thé trong ngdi nha ctia Chua.”

“Vay thico 1& ong c6 thé gitp ti. Téi & London dé tim kiém sugitip do v6i ngudi ndo do gioi vé phép thuat va thuat phi thity. Ong s&gioi thiéu ai trong sb
céac con cuia 6ng cho nhiém vu nay?” Loi yéucau ctia toi x6a sach ny cuoi tuoi tan cia Matthew.

“Diana,” anhgim lén.
“Cha t6i sérat vui mimg néu ong ¢6 thé hd tro toi,” t6i n6i, diém nhién phét 1 anh.

“Va survui mimg éy’sédén dudi dang ndo?” Anderw Hubbard ciing i mitong hoang thoi ky Phuc Hung, va rat quan tim dén viée kiém vé bt cir thir gi
cé thé tir loi thé chién Irge cua minh.

“DAu tién, cha t6i s&ldy lam vui mimng duoc nghe ve nhimg gio' yén tinh ctia ching t6i tai nha minh trong dém giao thira,” t0i n6i, don lay anh méit hn.
“Moi chuyén khéc t6i ké v6i dng trong bire thr tiép theo day sétity thude vao vi phit thity ma 6ng cir dén Hurou Puc va Vuong Mién.”

Hubbard can nhéc yéuciu cta toi. “Toi sdban bac vé nhu ciu ciia cov6i cac con i va quyét dinh ai c6 thé phuc vu cotdt nhat.”
“Bét cir nguoi ndo Ong ta giri dén déu i gian diép ca,” Matthew canh cao.
“anhciing | gian diép ma,” t6i hru y. “Em mét réi. Emmudn vé nha.”

“Vuviéc cta ching ta Qén day 1 xong, Hubbard. Ta tin ring Diana, ciing nhur tt ca ngudinha de Clermont, & London 1 voi suchip thuin cta 6ng.”
Matthew xoay nguoi dé roi dima khdngdoi cau tra 1oi.

“Ngay ca ngudi nha de Clermont ciing phai can than trong thanh phd nay,” Hubbard néivéi theo sau ching toi. “Hay xem va nhé ly dicu do, ba
Roydon.”

Matthew va Gallowglass thitham sudt quing duong vé nha, nhung 61 chi im Eing, Toi tir chdi sugitp do khi ra khoi thuyén va bit dau leo 1én Hém Water
ma khongdoi bon ho. Dii vay, Pierre van ditrude t6i khi dén con duong divao Hurou Puc va Virong Mién, con Matthew thidao sat bén canh t6i. Vao
nha, Walter va Henry dangdoi. Ho dimg bat day.
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“Ta on Chua,” Walter ndi.

“Chung t6i dén ngay khi nghe néicac vi can. George dmbét tréngirong, va ca Kit [in Tom déu khongtim thiy dau,” Henry giai thich, anh mét nhin phong
qua phong lai giita ti va Matthew mdtcach lo Fing,

“Toi xin 161 dAgoi hai ngurdi. Bao dong cta t6i voi vang qua,” Matthew ndi, chiéc 40 choang quan quanh chan khi anhedi né ra khoi vai.
“Néu né lién quan dén dong tu. ..” Walter bt dau, mit nhin chiéc 40 choang
“khongdau,” Matthew dam bao véi anhta.

“N6 lién quan dén t61,” t6i n6i. “Va trude khi cac anhsang tao ra mdtké hoach bt hanh ndo khéc, hay hiéu didu nay: Cac phu thiy 3 chuyén cua toi
Matthew dangbi theo doi, va khongchi bdi Andrew Hubbard théi dau.”

“Chu daquen véi chuyén d6 1di,” Gallowglass coc can noi. “Cha dé tim dén nhitng ké trd niit nhin Ay dau, coa.”
“Emcan tlrnrmtth';ly gi40 ctia minh, Matthew,” toi noi. Ban tay t6i run run trrot xudng bung minh. ¢ ‘s€khongeo phi thily nao chia s¢ nhirng bi mét cia

cota chimg nao bét cir ai trong cc anhcon dinh liu vao. Moi ngudi budc vio ngdi nha nay khongla wearth, triét gia, thicling i gian diép. Diéu nay co
nghiia, trong mét ngudi ciia t6i, khonged bt cir ai trong cac anhed thé gd ép ching t6i vao dudi quyén uy ca. Berwick 6 vé xa x6i, nhung con hoang

mang lo ]ang danglan rong.”
Anh nhin chim chip ctia Matthew budt gi4, nhung it nhat anhdangling nghe.

“Néu anhra lénh cho moOtphu thity dén day, s&c6 ngudi dén. Matthew Roydon lu6n c6 dugc theo cach riéng ctia minh. Nhung thay vi giip dd, em s&c6
duoc mdtman trinh dien khac giong ctia ba gda Beaton. Do khongphai dicu em nuon.”

“cOcan sugiip do ciia Hubbard thift hon chic,” Hancock chua chat noi.

“Ching ta khongeo nhidu thoi gian,” t6i nhic Matthew nho. Hubbard khongbiét ring dira bé 14 con cua Matthew, Hancock va Gallowglass khongnhan
thiy nhitng thay ddi trong mili ctia t6i — it nhét 1 van chua. Nhung nhitg viée xay ra t6i ny dacho thiy tinh trang bap bénh ciia ching ti.

“Pugc r6i, Diana. Ching ta s&dé cac ph thity cho em Nhung khongn6iddi nhé,” Matthew ndi, “va ciing khonged bi mét gi ca. mdtnguoi ¢o it trong
cén phong nay ic nao cling phai biét dugc em dangd dan.”

“Matthew, cau khongthé. ..” Walter phan doi.

“T6i tin twong phan quyét ctia vo minh,” Matthew ndichéic nich.

“D6 ciing la diéu Philippe n6ivoi ba ndi”, Gallowglass lau bau trong miéng, “Ngay trude khi dia nguc vor da.”
Ban dang doc truyén Mgt Ma Phar Thizy duoc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.

Chuwong 19

“Néu dia ngyc tréng gidng thé nay,” Matthew Am bam, noimdttuin sau cude dbi dau voi Hubbard, “thiGallowglass séthit vong m ddy.”

suthatthichi ¢6 it ira va kru huynh ciing cophi thity murdi bén tubi dangdimg trrde it ching toi thoi.

“Suyt,” t0i n6i, mbtdira tré nhay cam & tudi d6 c6 thé rat to md. “Cha Hubbard c6 giai thich cho chéu tai sao chiu & day khong, Annie?”

“C6 thura ba,” Annie khd s¢ dap. thatkhé ma néiduoc 1a phong khéch ctia cogaindy 1 két qua tir nhitng sic mau tw nhién ctia cody hay d6 I sukét hop
gitta noi s¢ hii va suthicu dinh dudng, “Chau séphuc vu va thap ting ba ditrong thanh pho khi ba cé viée.”

“khong, d6 khongphai thoa thuan ctia ching t0i,” Matthew mit kién nhén noi, doi ting ciia anhniing né gim xudng san gd. Annie ngin ngai. “c0co strc
manh hay kién thirc ndo dé ly giai khong, hay Hubbard dangdua gion ha?”

“Chdu c6 rét it k§ ning,” Annie Eip bip, d6i mit xanh nhat ctia cbé turong phan véi lin da tréing béch. “Nhung chiu cAn mdtchd, va Cha Hubbard
n6i...”

“0, ta ¢6 thé twdng twong duge Cha Hubbard déndigl,” Matthew khit mii khinh khinh. Anh nhin i tiing cho anhchira dit y canh céo khién anhchop mt
101 im lang,
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“Hay cho cobé mdtco hdi giai thich,” t6i lanh ing bao anhtrude khi ting cho cogaimdtnu cudi khich €. “Tiép di, Annie.”

“Dé phuc vu ba, Cha Hubbard béo chéu sédua ba dén chd di chéu khi di dy tror vé London. Di dy higndangbén motnguoi & it va tir chdi roi khoi trong
Kkhi ngurdi phu nit @6 van can di.”

“Di ctia chéu | mdtba doy dong thoi 1 phi thity 42 Toi nhenhing hoi.

“Véng, thira ba. mjtba do t6t va mdtphi thity quyén néng,” Annie ndimdtcach day tir hio, viron thing séng hung, Khi cobé lam thé, chiéc vay qua ngin
dé 16 mét ca chan tran ctia cobé trong thoi tiét lanh gia. Andrew Hubbard cho céc con trai dng ta mic dién va amap, nhung céc con gaithichéing nhan
duoc suquan tim nhur thé. Toi im diu swkhé chiu ctia minh. Frangoise séphai tam gac viée khau va ciia cody lai roi.

“Va lam sao chéu lai gia nhdp vao gia dinh ctia Cha Hubbard thé?”

“Me chau khongphai i mtphu nit dirc hanh,” Annie i nhi ndi, vin veo hai ban tay trong chiéc o khoac mong dinh. “Cha Hubbard tim thiy chau trong
hammd cua nha tho Thanh Anne gan Aldersgate, me chau chét bén canh chau. Di chau lic d6 vira moi két hon va danhanh chong cé nhitng dira con ctia
di. Chau dasau tudi. Chong ctia di khongmuon chau duge nudi dudng cling cac con trai ctia Ong ay vi s¢ chau s€lam ho hu hdng bang sudoc ac clia
chau.”

Vay Annie, gity 1a motthiéu nit, dad ciing Hubbard hon motnira cude doirdi. Y nghi dy thatén lanh, va cai ¥ tudng mbdtdira tré sau tudi c6 thé am hur
hong mdtnguoi ndo day lai cang khonghi€u ndi, nhung cau chuyén nay Iy giai ca vé khon kho cua cobé lan cai tén ky di ctia cogai: Annie Ham MJ.

“Trong khi Frangoise Iy cho chau thir gi d6 dé an, coco thé chi cho chau chd ngu nhé.” Toi dalkén tAng ba sang hom do dé kiém tra chiéc giurong nho,
chi€c gheé dauba chan, va céi ti bip phé dacli mon duge dat motbén dé chira do tiy than cho cophu thiy ndy. “coségiip chau mang d6 dac.”

“Thura ba?” Annie bdi rdi thot én.

“cobé khongmang gi ca,” Frangoise ndi, ném mdtanh miit khongdong tinh vé phia thanh vién méi nhét trong nha.

“khongsao. cobé séco dit dd dimg som thdi.” Toi mim cuoi véi Annie, cobé trong c6 vé bt an.

Frangoise va t6i danh miy ngy cudi tudn dé dam béo Annie sach senhu mdtedy sdo, duoc &n miic va digidy dang hoang, va dé cobé c6 du kién thire
toan hoc co ban nham thyre hiénvai Vjéc mua ban nho nhocho t61. BE kiém tra, t61 C}”I cObé to1 hiéu phq ché dugc gan nha dé mua vai cay but Iong gia
khodng mdtxu va nira bang mua xi gan thu (Philippe dading: Matthew ding vét pham van phong vai toc d kinh hoang), va cobé trd lai ngay lap tirc véi
tién thira tra lai.

“Ong ta mu6n mdtsi-linh co!” Annie phan nan. “Céi thir sap dy tham chi im nén ciing khongtdt, dung khong?”

Pierre dot nhién thay thich cogaindy, va nhan ly nghiia vu goi ra mdtnu cuoi ngot ngao hiém hoi tir Annie mdi khi ¢6 thé. anhta day c6bé cach choi day
va tinh nguyén didao cting cobé vao ngiy Chii Nhat khi Matthew ném ra nhing 16i 4m chi kh4 1 liéu réng anhmuon ching t6i dwroc & riéng trong vai gio.

“anhta s8khong,. .. loi dung cobé chir?” Téi hoi Matthew khi anhcdi khuy nhimg moén quén 4o yéuthich cta t6i: chiée 4o chén khongtay ciia con trai Bm
tlr len den loai tot t61 méc nd véi chan vay va motchiéc 4o khoac ngoai khi & nha.

“Pierre w? Chuia nhén tir, khong.” Matthew vé mit budn cuoi.
“D6 1a mdtcau hoi binh thurdng théi ma.”” Mary Sidney ciing ching Ion hon 1 méy khi c6dy két hon véi nguoi dit gi cao nhat.

“Va anhdacho em mbtcu tra 10 thanh thitcon gi. Pierre khonglén giwdng véi nhitng cogaitré.” Hai tay anhvan dé yén sau khi giai phong c4i khuy 4o cubi

cung, “Pay thatlh mdtsungac nhién thi vi. Em khongmac codc—xé.
“N6 khongthodi méi, va em dangmang em bé ma.”

anhnhéc chiéc 4o chén ra khoi nguoi toi voi mdtamthanh tan thudng
“Va anhta s&gjit khongeho nhitng g3 dan 6ng khéc quéy r6i cobé chir?”

“Liéu cudc tro chuyén ndy cd thé doi motlat nita duge khong?”” Matthew ndi, con buc bdi ctia arﬁldangthé hiénrd. “Vi troi lanh, nén bon ho s€khongdilau
dau.”

“anhrét nn ndng khi & trong phong ngi nhé,” tdi nhan xét, trurot hai ban tay ia vio bén trong ¢b o so'mi ciia anh.

“th4ta?”” Matthew nhuréng cong doi Iong may quy toc vé nhao bang khongtin. “Va ¢ ddy anhnghi vin d& chinh i sukiém ché dang ngudng md cia
anhdiy chir.”

anhdanh miy tiéng dng hd sau d6 dé thé hiéncho t6i thiy sukién nhan ctia anhcé thé kéo dai bat tin dén thé nao trong mdtngdi nha ving vé vao
motngay Chii Nhat. Beén khi moi nguoi trd ve, ca hai chiing t6i davui sudng ma kiét strc va trong tim trang tot hon rat nhicu.
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Tuy nhién, moi thir trd lai nhu binh thudng vao ngay thir Hai. Matthew bi ]amphlen va buc doc ngay khi nhitng I thu dau tién dén ic binh minh, va
anhdagiri 161 cdo 18 t6i nit ba tude Pemmbroke khi rdrang cac bon phén ctia rit nhidu cong viée khongeho phép anhthap ting t6i tdi bita trura.

Mary king nghe ma khongly lam ngac nhién khi toi giai thich Iy do suvéng mit ctia Matthew, rdi chép miit nhin Annie giong nhu mbtcon ci hoa nhé to
mo, sau do giri cobé t6i phong bép dudi sucham soc cua Joan. Ching t6i chia s¢ mjtbira trua ngon miéng, sudt bita &n Mary cung cap nhing bao cao
chi tiét vé doi song riéng tu ctia moi ngudi song quanh khu Blackfriars. Tiep d6, ching t6i rit lui vao phong thi nghiém ctia cody cting voi Joan va Annie
lam phuy ta.

“Chéng ctia cothé ndo rdi, Diana?” Nit ba tude hoi, xidn tay 4o Ién, hai it khongroi cudn séch trude nt.

“Strc khoe tbt,” toi dap. Py, t6i dahoc duoc rdi, B cach nditwong drong véi tir “Tot” trong thoi dai Elizabeth.

“Do 1a mottin tirc dang mimg,” Mary quay lai va Kkhudy thir gi d6 trong ¢6 ve doc hai va mii thatté. “Toiso | diéu d6 phu thudc rat nhidu dy. Nir hoang
trong cy vao anhdy nhiéu hon bat cir ngudi dan dng ndo trong virong qudc niy ngoai trir Dirc ngai Burghley.”

“Toi woe gi tinh hai hude vui vé cia anhdy dangtin hon mdtchit. Matthew dao ndy dong bong Em. Lic thichiém hitu, lic lai phot ky 0 nhu the t0i |
motthir do dac nao do ay.”

“Dan 6ng van ddi xir voi tai san ctia ho theo cach dy.” cddy cam én cai binh murdc.

“T6i khongphai tai san ctia anhdy,” toi dap thang thimg,

“Didu cova t6i biét, diéu uat phap noi, va cach ban thin Matthew cam théy 1 ba pham trit hoan toan tach bigt.”

“Ho déang 18 khongnén nhur thé,” t6i néinhanh, sin sang tranh luan vé quan diém ndy. Mary am t6i nin king bang mdtnu cudi diu dang cam chiu.

“cova 161 daco duge motkhoang thoi gian dé dang cling v6i chéqg cta minh hon nhirg ngurdi phy nit khac, Diana a. Ching ta ¢6 sach vo va thoi gian
ranh roi nuong chiéu cho nhiing say mé ctia minh, ta on Chia. Hau hét bon ho khongdurgc thé.” Mary cho moi thir trong co¢ vai vao lan khudy cudi cing
va gat nhiing thir bén trong vao motchi€e binh thily tinh khac.

Toi nghi dén Annie: mbtnguoi me daichét coddc trong hammd ctia nha tho, mdtngudi di khongthé nhin cobé boi vi dinh kién clia chong ba, mdtcude
song hira hen rat # thodi mai hay hy vong, “c6c6 day cho nhitng nguoi hau gaibiet doc khong?”

“Di nhién rdi,” Mary tré Ioi ngay p tirc. “Ho cfing hoc viét va cach tinh todn nita. Nhitng k§ néing nhu thé sékhién ho c6 gié trj hon d6i véi mdtnguoi
chong tot — motnguro thich kiém tién cting nhur tiéu tién.” Nir ba tude git dau ra hiéu voi Joan, ngudi giip c6dy di chuyén trai bong bong thily tinh mong
manh chira day céac chat hda hoc tdi chd bép lia.

“Rdi Annie ciing sdhoc droc thoi,” t6i ndi, gt dau véi cobé. cobé & chd khuf:1t bong, trong nhu hon ma véi guong mét nhot nhat va méi toc bach kim
sugido duc s€lam tang Ién tur tin ctia cobé. cdbé co motdang dicu diu dang thay rdtrong moi bude dingay ca khi miic ca voi ong de Laune gia ctia xi gan
thur.

rrrrrr

nhitng 10i d6i tra trong tai minh. Pham hanh ctia chung ta trurde tién phy thupc vao cha mmh, 16i dén ghong minh. Chmlg ta chu toan pon phan \(01 gia
dinh. Ngay ca khi ching ta chia s¢ nhimg y nghil v&i nguoi khac, dat but viet hay khiu mOtmii kim, tat ca nhimg diéu ching ta lm déu thude ve motai do.
Chirng ndo cobé bict an ndiva suy nghi, Annie s€ludn so hitu duge dicu gi do 1a cta riéng minh.”

“Gia nhur col dan ong, Mary,” t6i Fic dau ndi. Nir B4 tude Perbroke c6 thé rung 1én hdi chudng thirc tinh voi hdu hét cac sinh vét, bat ké gi6i tinh ctia
ho.

“Néu 14 dan 6ng, t6i sénhur hiéntrang ctia minh bay gid, hodc vao chau Nir Hoang B¢ Ha trong triéu nhu Henry, hay theo ddi cac syvu nhu Matthew.
Thay vi tdi ¢ ddy trong phong thi nghiém ctia minh véi c6. Can do dong dém va can bang tat ca, t0i tin cir nhur ching ta Ia tot hon hét thay — du doi khi
ching ta durgc dit 1én bé ton sting hay sa co ngdi trong goc bép.” Doi it tron ctia Mary long lanh tinh quéi.

Toi cudi. “C6 18 codung ddy.”

“codabao gid vao triéu chua, cosekhongnghi ngo gi két qua nay. Pén day ndo,” Mary ndi, quay trd lai voi thi nghiém cua minh. “Gio ching ta doi trong
khi prima material bj 16 ra dudi strc néng. Néu ching ta lim t6t, ddy I thir sésinh ra d4 tao vang, Ching ta c6 thé tiép tuc hy vong rang thi nghiém
s€thanh cong,”

Toi thuong dénh mét khai niém thoi gian khi xung quanh chat miy cudn ¢ thur vé thuéit gia kim, nén mi khi khi Matthew va Henry divao phong thi
nghiém, t6i m6i giat minh. Mary va t61 dabi cudn séu vao cudc noichuyén vé nhitng hinh anh trong b suru tap nhirng vén ban gia kim thudt duoc bict dén
Vi cai tén the Pretiosa Margarita Novella — the New Pearl of Great Price. dala chi€u mudn rdi sao?
“Chura thé nao dén gio didugc. Chura dau,” toi phan ddi. “Mary c6 cudn ¢d thu nay...”
“Matthew biét cudn sach ny, vi anhtrai anhdy déting né cho 1. Gio Matthew daco mtnguroi v thong thai, chic ¢6 1§ anhdy thiy tiéc I dalim thé 161"
Mary cuoi noi. “Cé d6 an udng doi san trong phong sudi nang day. Toi dahy vong duoc gap hai nguoi homnay.” Bén day, Henry tang Mary mitcai
nhay nit bi an.
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“thattr té, Mary,” Matthew n6i, hon Ién mé t61 thay cho 101 chao. “Thyuc ra hai nguoi van chua dat 61 duoc giai doan lén men. Cac vi van c6 i axit
sunfat va magie cacbonat.”

Toi mién cudng dat quyén sach xuépg va rira tay trong khi Mary hoan thanh ndt nhitng ghi chép cho ngay lam viéc hom nay. Khi ching t6i ddian vi trong
phong sudi nang, Henry dakhdngthe ki€m ché suphan khich ctia minh.

“Gitr dén Ic rdi nhi, Mary?”” anhchang hoi nit ba tudc, nhip nhom khongyén trénchiéc ghé ctia minh.

“Nhoée William ciing hio himg vdi cic mén qua y nhur anhbéy gior ddy,” Mary cuoi dap. “Henry va t6i c6 motmon qua nhan dip ndim m6i va mimg cude
hon nhan cta cac ban.”

Nhung chiing t6i chéng c6 gi dé dap 16 ca. Toi nhin sang Matthew, khongthoai méi véi sutrao doi motchicu thé nay.

“anhcau cho em gip may niin, Diana, néu em hy vong dan truée Mary va Henry khi lién quan dén vén d& qua cap,” anhao néio noi.

“Vé van,” Mary dép. “Matthew déciru song anhtrai Philip ctia t0i va dién san ctia Henry. khongeé mon qua ndo c6 thé dén dap duoc nhitng mon no nhur
thé. Pirng ¢ pha hity niém vui ctia chiing t6i bang cai ki€u ndichuyén dy. Tang qua cho nhing cdp vo chong moi cudi la mbttruyén thong, va day lai 1a
nim moi nita chir. anhdating cho nir hoang cai gi, ha Matthew?”’

“Sau khi nguroi gm cho Bﬁg Vua James ti nghi¢p m?tcéi dé)ng}f) khac dé nh?iq nho Ong ta Iing 1§ cho doi mdtco hoi t6t, t6i ddcan nhic dén viéc tang
nit hoang mdtchic dong ho pha €. Toi nghi n6 ¢6 the 1a thir nhac nhd hitu ich vé susinh tir ctia ngwoi,” anhlanh nhat ndi.

Henry nhin anhkinh hii. “khong. khongphai thatchir.”

“D6 Ia mdty nghii néng ndi trong motthoang v mdng thdi,” Matthew tai cam doan v6i anhta. “Téi datang nguoi mbtcai cde duoc phi kin, di nhién, gidng
moi ngudi khac.”

“Dlmg quén mbn qua ctia ching ta, Henry,” Mary n6i, gior dakha mit kién nhin roi

Henry kéo ra mdtcai tli nhobang nhung va tang n6 cho t6i. Toi Iong ngong voi may soi day va cudi cting ciing 16i ra dwoc mdtchiée mé day ning trich
bang vang co trong luong tirong duong v6i motsoi xich. Mat cuia 16 1 d6 cham Iong bang vang nam nhitng vién ruby va kim cuong, mat tréang va ngoi
sao ctia Matthew ¢ vi tri trung tam. Toi lat cai mit Ién, tho gap true bire v& tuyét tac trénlop men voi nhitng doa hoa va nhimg canh cay leo cudn lai.
T6i can than md cai mdc & dudi ddy, va mdtbire ti€u hoa cua Matthew dangnhin 1én t6i.

“Ong Hilliard davé phéc hoa so so khi anhdy & ddy. Vao dip nghi I8 nay 6ng 4y ban ron dén ndi tro Iy Isaac ciia ong Ay phai gitip hoan thanh birc v&,”
Mary giai thich.

T6i nang niu birc tiéu hoa trong tay minh, nghiéng né sang bén nay 10 lai bén kia. Matthew durge v& nhur khi anhd nha lim viée dém khuya trong phong
lam viéc xa phong ngi. Chiéc 4o so'mi mo ¢ va duoc vién dang ten, anhdon anh nhin say dm ciia ngudi xem bang mdtcai nhuréng ong miy bén phai

trong dang vé quen thudc két hop giita sunghiém tic va bo dang hai hude cham choc. Mai toc den duoc chai ngwoc tir tran ra sau trong motkiéu 1on xon
dac trung, va nhirg ngdn tay thon dai ctia ban tay trai thindm motcai mit mé day. mothinh anh goi tinh va boc trre dén kinh ngac voi thoi dai nay.

“cothich chir?”” Henry héi.

“T6i yéuno,” toi dap, khongthé ngirmg nhin chim chim vio kho bau mdi ciia minh.

“Isaac kha hon... ddmduong dAu voi susang tao hon ong chi ctia anhta, nhung khi t6i bao voi anhta n6 12 mjtmon qua cudi, thianhta thuyét phuc t6i
ring motcai it mé day nhu thé sdhru gitr mdtbi mét dic biét ciia ngudi vor va ¢6 thé iét 16 cho ngudi dan 6 6ng bi mit hon la cong khai.” Mary nhin qua
vai to1. “N6 thatly mdtbire chin dung tuyét dep, nhung ti udc gi ong Hilliard biét cach bt duwoc déng vé cai cim t6t hon.”

“N6 hoan hao ma, t6i s€ludn ludn nAng niu nd nhur bau vat.”

“Céindy B cho anh,” Henry noi, dwa cho Matthew mdtcéi tii twong tw. “Hilliard cam thiy anhc6 thé trung nd ra cho ngudi khéc thiy va deo n6 khi vao
triéy, vay nénné c6 phan ... than trong hon.”

“Céi mit mé day Matthew dangcam trong do 1 burc tiéu hoa ciia t6i 4?” Toi hoi, chi vao vién da mau sita ng diic biét dit trong mdtcai khung bang vang
don gian.

“anhtin vay,” Matthew nhenhang dap. ‘N6 1a mjtvién ¢4 mat trang u, Henry?”

“motméu vt ¢ xura,” Henry tur hao n6i. “N6 & trong nhitng dd vat quy hiém ctia t0i ddy, va t6i muon anhed n6. Moi ngudi xem, hinh anh cham chim ciia
nit than Diana.”

Birc tiéu hoa bén trong con dang trén trong hon, nhung thatkinh ngac & surgan giii ctia nd. Toi dangmic motchiée vay dai niu ndu d6 vién nhung den.
motcai co a0 xep nep tinh t€ dong khung khudn mt t6i nhung khdngpht nhitng vién ngoc trai sang dudi c6. Mai toc t61 budng xda tur do qua hai vai va
hrng t6i voi nhitng lon quan mau d6 vang kim hoang dai.
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“Nén xanh lam phia sau am n6i bat d6i mit ctia Diana. Va khuén miéng cody moi thitséng dong.” Matthew ciing bi choang ngop trudc mén qua niy.

“Toi danhd lam motcai khung,” Mary 161, ra hiéu cho Joan, “dé bay khi ching khongduoc deo trénnguoi.” N6 1 @tc}ﬂéc hop nong, voi hai hinh oval
dat thanh hoc dugc bao quanh bang nhung den. Hai burc tiéu hoa vira khit hoan hao bén trong va lam tang thémnoi bat cho cap tranh chan dung,

“Mary va Henry thattam 1y khi tiing ching minh mitmon qua nhu thé,” Matthew ndisau d6, khi ching toi dave dén Huou Dyc va Virong Mién. anhvong
hai canh tay 6m Ly t6i tir phl'a‘ sau va dat hai ban tay trénbung t6i. “‘anhtham chi con khdngeo thoi gian d€ mbtbire hinh cia em. anhchua bao gio tudng
tuong duge rang chan dung dau tién ctia em ma anhsd hitu lai duoc Nicholas Hilliard v&.”

“Nhitng btrc chin dung tuyét dep,” t6i ndi, dé tay minh phti Ién hai tay anh.

“Nhung. ..?” Matthew kéo ngudi ra va nghiéng dau.

“Nhitng btrc tiéu hoa do Nicholas Hilliard duoc san tim, Matthew a. Ching skhongbién mat khi ching ta bién mit. Va ching qué tinh xdo, em khongnd
phé hity sau khi ching minh roi di.” Thoi gian giéng nhur chiée ¢b 40 XEp nep clia tOi: 16 bt dau nhu mottim vai dét memmal, ttrmg thom. Rdin6 bi
x0dn lai, bi ¢t rdi tao thanh myit sau gap d6i ca chinh nd. “Ching ta van lién két véi qua khir theo nhitng con duong s&dé lai diu vét mo nhat dau do &
}]iélltaioa

“C6 I8 d6 Ia diéu ching ta dadoc dinh dé thyre hién,” Matthew goi y. “C6 thé turong lai phu thude vao n6.”

“Em khonghiéu lim cach ndo.”

“khongphai bay gid. Nhung c thé ching minh sénhin lai vio mjtngay ndo d6 va phat hiénra n6 1a nhitng b tiéu hoa dugc Bmra hoan toan khac.”
anhtim tim cuoi.

“Vay hay tuong tuong cubn Ashmole 782 dangtim kiém s&thé ndo.” T6i ngudc 1én nhin anh. Nhin nhitng cuén sach vé thuat gia kim dwoc trang tri nre 1&
ctia Mary lai khién t6i nghil dén cubn sach bi dnva sutim klem V0 vong ctia ching t6i. “George dakhongmay mén khi tim kiém & Oxford, nhung n6 phai &
dau do trénmurde anhndy. Ashmole dakiém duoc cudn ¢ thur tir ngudi ndo do. Thay vi tim kiém cubn sach, ching ta nén tim ngudi déiban n6 cho ong
ta,”

“Thoi dai ¢6 thur u thong déu dan. Ashmole 782 ¢ thé ¢ bét ctr dau.”

“Hoiic nd c6 thé ¢ ngay day,” t6i khiing khing

“Cé E emding,” Matthew dﬁ(;)ng y. Nhung t6i n6irng tAm tri anhdangdt ¢ nhimg mdi ban tim hiénthdi hon 1 cudn sach hay lang tranh ciia ching toi.
“anhddctr George ra ngoai dé héi tham nhirng nguoi ban sach.”

Tuy nhién, moi y nghi vé Ashmole 782 bay bién mét vao sang hom sau khi mtloi nhin ctia di Annie dén noi, ba d& thanh cong ndi tiéng, Ba daquay lai
London.

“Phu thity nay sékhongdén ngoi nha ctia mdtwearth kiém gian diép khét tiéng,” Matthew thong bao sau khi anhdoc ndi dung bire thur. “Chdng ba iy phan
doi ke hoach nay, vi so' n6 s€pha hlly danh tiéng ctia 6ng ta. Ching ta sédén nha ba ay ¢ gan nha tho Thanh James tréndo6i Garlic.” To1 khongphan g,
Matthew cau c6 va tiep tuc. “N6 & phia bén kia thanh phd, trong khodng cach nho murdc mieng I téi tir cho hang 6 ctia Andrew Hubbard.”

“anhla ma ca rong,” t6i nhic nhé anh. “Ba 4y i phi thiy. Chiing ta duoc cho i khongthé hoa hop. Chdng ciia phi thity ndy dung khi can trong.”

Du thé ndo, Matthew khéing khéing thap ting Annie va ti bang qua thanh phd. Khu vire quanh nha tho Thanh James phonthmhhonkhuB]ackihms voi
nhitng con phd rong rai, duoc giit gn t6t, nhimg ngdi nha Ion, clra hang ban ron, va motsan nha tho' ngin nédp, gon gang. Annie dan ching toi divao
mbtcon ngd bén kia nha thd. Di tdi tam, nhung nd van gon gang,

“O kia kia, ong Roydon,” cdgain6i. cobé huréng suchi ¥ ctia Matthew t¢i tim bién c6 hinh mbtcai cbi xay gi6 trude khi phong én trude Pierre dé béo
cho ngudi nha ching t6i datoi.

“anhkh6ngphai & lai dau,” t6i bao Matthew. Lan viéng tham ndy dadi cing thing ma khongean c6 anhquén quanh va gam gao & d6.
“anhskhongdidau ca,” anhdap khonggi lay chuyén.
Ching t0i gip & cira mbtphy nit ¢6 khudn it tron tria voi cai mili héch, mdtcai cam mém mai, va doi mét cing méi toc ndu ddm. Guong méit b binh
than, r;fac du d6i mat ginh Ién tia buc boi. Ba ta dachan Pierre dung lai. Chi cd Annie duge chap nhin vao nha va ding mdtbén trénldi cira trong mat hét
tinh than trude tinh thé bé tac ndy.

Téi ciiing dirng lai, miéng hé ra vi ngac nhién. Di ctia Annie I hinh anh giéng y hét Sophie Norman, yéutinh tré tu6i mé ching t6i davay tay chio tam bigt
0 ngdi nha Bishop tai Madison.

“Dieu,” Matthew im bam, nhin xudng ti trong dang vé ngac nhién.
“Di ctia chau, Susanna Norman a,” Annie thithAm. Phan (g ctia chiing t6i im cobé bét an. “Dindi...”
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“Susanna Norman u?”” Toi hoi, khongthé roi mét khoi khuon mit ba. Tén ba va dién mao trong tur v6i Sophie khongthé ndo 1 ngiu nhién duoc.

“Nhu chau gait6i danoi. Ba c6 vé khongd ding trong moi trudng ctia minh, ba Roydon,” ba Norman noi. “Va 6ng khongduoc chao don ¢ day, wearth

a.

“Ba Norman,” Matthew cti chao.

“Céc ngudi khongnhan duoc thur ctia t6i sao? Chdng t6i khongmudn lién quan gi véi cac ngudi ca.” Hai dira bé trai phong ra khoi cira. “Jeffrey! John!”
“Péy | hinta u?” Dira Ion hon hoi. Céu nhoc quan sat Matthew voi vé himg thi, 16i chuyén suchu y sang toi. Dira bé ndy c6 strc manh. Mac dii cau
nhoc moi chém bude vao tuoi thiéu nién, nhung cac ning hre cia nd dacd thé dugc cam nhdn trong tiéng ran lach tach ctia mdtsttc manh phép thuat
chura bi rén gitia vao khudn phép.

“Hay ding tai ning Chua daban cho con, Jeffiey, va dimg c6 hoi nhitng cau hoi ngd ngén.” Nit phi thity nhin t6i dénh gid. “cochic chén dakhién Cha
Hubbard ngac nhién va ban tam. Rat tot, hdly vao trong di.”” Khi ching t6i nhich nguroi lam theo, Susanna gio motban tay 1én. “khongphai 6ng, wearth.
Viée ctia ti a v6i v ong. Quén Ngdng Non Vang c6 rugu tir t€ day, néu dng quyét y muon & gan dy. Nhung sétot hon cho tat ca néu ong dé cho
nguoi cta dng ggp lai ba Roydon ¢ nha.”

“Cam on 1i khuyén ctia ba. Toi chiic minh sétim dugc thir gi @6 thoa miin tai quan tro. Pierre sédoi trong san. anhta khongngai trdi lanh dau.” Matthew
tang ba ta mitny curdi hung ac nhur séi.

Susanna tréng ¢6 ve cdu kinh va quay dithdtnhanh. “dinao, Jeffrey,” ba goi voi qua vai. Jeffery ra kénh cho dira em trai, liéc it nhin Matthew thich th,
101 ditheo sau. “Khi ndo ba san sang, ba Roydon.”

“Em khongthé tin duoc,” t6i thithdm ngay khi nha Norman khuét khoi tim nhin. “Ba 4y hén phai a ba ¢b ctia Sophie nhidu doi trude.”

“Sophie chiic phai a hiu dug doi sau cua Jeffrey hodc John.” Matthew dam chiéu vudt cim “mottrong nhitng thing bé 1 mét ndi thét lac trong chudi cac
tinh huong ctia chiing ta dan dén Kit va quan cd bang bac dua dén nha Norman va téi Nam Carolina.”

“Tuong lai thitsudangty chim lo cho chinh nd,” t6i noi.

“anhnghi nd s€la thé. Con hiéngio, Pierre s&o ngay day va anhé gan thoi.” Nhirng dudng nét dep d& bao quanh doi it anhnhur séu thém. anhdy ching
mudn & cach xa t6i dén mudi Eim phéan 4y chir.

“Em khongchéc chuyén niy sekéo dai bao Jau,” t6i n6i, ndm chit canh tay anh.
“khongsao ca,” Matthew dam bao voi tdi, co mdi anhvio mdi toi. “Hay & lai day lu nhu em thiy can.”
Vo t6i nha, Annie voi vang don ly 4o choang ctia t6i va tré vé& bén 10 suéi, noi cobé danglom khom kim gi d6 trénngon lira.

“Cén than do, Annie,” Susanna noi, tiéng noinghe co Vé bi ]amphlen Annie dangcan than ndng motcai chao nong tir trenchlec kleng kim loai d&t bén
trénthan lira hong, “Con ghictia ba goa Hackett yéucau kho rio dé gitip cho gidc ngli ciia n6, va nguyén ligu nay rat dt tin day.”

“Con khongthé nhin ra ba 4y, me a,” Jeffrey nhin t6i noi. P6i mét tinh ranh ctia mbtdira bé con qua nhonhur thé khién ngudi ta bbi ri.

“Me ciing khong, Jeffery, me khongthdy. Nhung ¢6 18 d6 1a Iy do vi sao ba 4y & ddy. Hay dura em con vao phong kia di. Va im Bing nhé. Cha con
dangngy, 6ng ay can duge yén tinh.”

“Véng, thua me.” Jeffiey vo iy hai anhlinh bang g8 va motcon thuyén tir trénban. “Lan nay anhsddé em lim Walter Raleigh thé nén em c6 thé thing
trin,” cu nhoc hira hen véi em trai.

Susanna va Am\ie nhin t6i chim chdm trong suim ling tiép sau d6. Strc manh mo Iﬂkj;}t ctia Annie daquen thudc. Nhu‘ng to1 chura chuﬁn bi cho nhiing
dong truy van déu dan ma Susanna hudng tdi t6i. Con it thit ba ctia t6i md ra. Cudi cling cling ¢6 ngurdi no dé khudy dong suhicu ky ctia phu thiry
trong toi.

“thatkhongthoai mai,” t6i ndi, quay dau didé pha v sycang thing trong cai nhin chiim chi ctia Susanna.

“Diing thé,” ba ta binh tinh n6i. “Tai sao ba yéucau sugitp dd ciia t6i, thra ba?”

“T6i bi yém b thoi mién. _khongphai nhur chau nghi daw,” toi ndikhi Annie ngay lap tirc bude tranh xa ti. “Ca b va me t6i déu i phu thiy nhung
khong;«n trong hai nguodi h}eu duoc bén chit strc manh cia toi. Ho khdngmuon t6i gip nguy hiém, nén ho datréi bue t6i. Tuy nhién nhitng soi day troi
budc ay dabi long, va nhieu chuyén la ing dangxay ra.”

“Chang han nhu?”” Susanna hoi, chi Annie vio mdtchiéc ghé.

“T6i goi duge mrde phi thity vai lan, méic di gan day thikhong, Doi khi toi ¢ thé nhin tlﬁy'nhﬁ'ng méu sic bao quanh moi ngwdi, nhung khongthirong

xuyén. Va t6i ddcham vao motqua mdc qua, nd héo quat di. Toi can than khongda dong dén nhitng con bdc phat phép thudt ngoan muc ctia minh. Cling

khongnhéc t6i nhitng soi mau xanh luc va ho phach ky quéi trong cac goc phong hodc cach ma chit viét tay bat dau thoat ra khoi nhitng cudn sach cua
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Matthew va miy con bo sat phong ra tir doi gidy ctia Mary Sidney.

“Cha hay me ba 1 phi thity goi nurée u?2”” Susanna hoi, ¢d ging hiéu cau chuyén cuia toi.

“Toi khongbiét,” toi thanh thatnoi. “Ho chét khi toi con nho.”

“C6 I& ba thich hop hon ca véi hoi dong phi thity. Mic du nhleu phit thity wéc ao sé hitu nhitng phap thudt tho lau lién quan dén nu6e va lira, nhung
ching khongdén dé dang,” Susanna ndivéi mdtthoang tiéc nubi. Di Sarah ctia t6i nghi cac phi thity dua vao phép thuat co cac thanh t6 ty nhién B nhimg

tay tai ttr. Mt khac, Susanna c6 xu hudéng xem buia chi nhur mot thir pham phap. Toi thé ra mot hoi dai trrde nhitng dinh kién ky di nay. khongphai tit
ca ching ta déu la phu thiy sao?

“Du t6i khongdurge day nhidu biia chi. Nhung doi khi toi c6 thé thip sang mot cy nén. Toi da ¢6 thé goi do vat dén véi minh.”

“Nhung ba 12 mdt phu nit truong thanh ma!” Susanna ndi, hai ban tay chdng nanh. “Ngay ca Annie ciing con ¢6 nhiéu k§ ning hon thé, na con bé moi
chi nuroi bon tudi. Ba cé the pha che bua yéuttr thue vat khong?”

“khong,” Di Sarah d& mudn t6i hoc cach lim thube doc, nhung toi da tir chdi.

“Ba la mot nguoi chita bénh a?”

“khong.” Toi bat dau hiéu vé mit him doa clia Anne.

Susanna thé dai. “Toi klléngbiét tai sa0 Andrew Hubbard lai yéucﬁu sur hd tro cta toi. Toi ¢6 kha d cac bénh nhan rdi, thém mot ong ch6ng dm yéu va
hai dira con trai danglon nita chir.” Ba lay mdt cai to meé tlr tréngia va mdt qua trirg vo nau tlr vi bén ctra s0. Ba dét ca hai thir Ién ban trudc mét t6i va
kéo ghé ra. “Ngoi di, va kep hai ban tay ba dudi dui.”

M mit khonghiéu, t6i van lim theo nhur yuciu.

“Annie va t6i s& didén nha ba goa Hackett. Trong khi ching t6i di, ba s& ldy 1ong trimg vao trong cai t6 ma khongding dén tay. N6 doi hoi phai c6 hai
cau than chi: mot than chii chuyén dong va mdt phép md don gian. Con trai John ciia t6i moi tam tudi, va n6 ¢6 thé lim chuyén do ma khongean nghi

ngoi gl.”

“Nhung...”

“Néu qué trimg khongd trong cai to khi t0i quay tré lai thi khongai c6 thé gip ba duoc, ba Roydon a. Cha me b c6 I da ding khi tréi ba néu strc
manh ctia ba qué yéu dén mirc khongth€ Iam nirt mdtqua trimg,”

Annie ting toi mdtcai nhin thurong cam khi vong tay ning ci chao 1én. Susanna day ndp chao. “dindo, Annie.”

Ngdi mdtminh trong phong sinh hoat chung ciia nha Norman, t0i quan sét qué trimg va cai to.

“thatl 4c mdng,” t6i thithAm mdtminh, hy vong miy cdu bé & xa khongnghe thy gi.

Toi hit sdu mdthoi va thu lai stre Iuc. Toi biét ndi dung cua ca hai cau thn chu, va t6i mubn qua trang di chuyén — mudn dén chét duoc. Phép thuat
khonggi hon chinh 13 khao khat dwoc hiénthire hda, t6i tham nhi voi chinh minh.

T6i dén niém khao khét ctia minh Ién qua trimg. N6 nhay 1 ¢ trénban, mtln, rdi im im. Toi thim ip lai cau than chi. motln. mdtin nita.

May phtt sau két qua duy nhét cho tit ca nd luc ciia t6i i mdtiop md hoi Jim thm tréntrén. Tat ca nhitng gi t6i cAn kim 1 ning qua trimg Ién va mno
nit ra. Vay ma o1 datham bai.

“Xin 161, t6i thithdm voi c4i bung phéng li ctia minh. “Néu khongmay, con séchiam soc cha con nhé.” Bung t6i thot 1én mtcai. Khi that, hdi hop lo Eing va
thay dbi hooc-mdn nhanh chong lam anh hudng t6i tiéu hoa.

C6 phai mon gi non sang nay bi 61 khong? Téi nghiéng du nhin qua trimg, mdtcon ga mai toi nghiép ndo d6 dabi cudp mét ga con con chua nd dé am
d6 an cho nha Norman. Con budn ndn ctia t6i dang Ién. C6 18 t6i nén can nhic dén viée an kiéng, it nhét 1 trong thoi ky mang thai.

Nhung c6 thé ching ¢6 chi ga con ndo ca, toi twr an i minh. khongphai moi qua trimg déu dugc thy tinh. Con it thir ba ctia t6i sam soi dudi bé mit
VO, xuyén qua ting tang Iop 16p long tring trimg dangday 1én dé t6i long do trimg, Lan theo susong chay vao nhitng vét do ngang doc trénbé mit long
dé trimg,

“daithy tinh,” t6i thdt 1én voi mottiéng tho dai. Toi cua qudy hai ban tay. cOEm va di Sarah danuéi ga motthoi gian. mdtcon gi méi chi mét ba tuan dé ap
trimg no. Ba tuan I8 4m ap va chamsoc, va ¢ mdtchi ga con. C6 vé thatkhdngeong bang khi toi phai doi toi hang thang troi thibé con ctia ching toi moi
phin thiy dugc anh sang ban ngay.

Cham soc va swam ap. Nhimg diéu gian di nhur thé, nhung ching lai dam bao cho susdng, Matthew danoigi nhi? Tét ca nhimg gi bon tré cn 1 tinh
yéuthwong, mjtngudi truong thanh ¢6 trach nhiém véi ching va mbtnoi émai i dé nga lung, Vi nhitng chii gi con suthatciing ding la thé. T6i hinh dung
cam giac séthé ndo néu duoc bao boc trong bo 1ong dm ap ciia ga me, duge bao kin trong cai kén an toan tranh khoi va dung bam dap. Bé con ciia
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chiing t6i ciing sécam thay nhur vay chir, lo kg tit su trong da con cua toi? Néu khong, thico cau than chi ndo danh cho n6 day? mbtcau than chi duge
dét Ién tir trach nhiém, n6 s&bao boc bé con trong suchdm soc, syam ap va tinh yéuthirong nhung lai dt diu dang dé tang cho bé ca syran toan lan ty do
u?

“Do chinh 1a khat vong thitsuctia minh,” t6i thAm noi.

Chiép.

To6i nhin quanh. Nhiéu gia dinh c6 nudi vai chi gi con béi mb quanh 1 suoi.

Chiép. N6 phét ra tir qua trimg trénban. mttiéng gy nirt, rdi mdtcai mo 16 ra. moteap mit den Iy ngo ngac nhin t6i tir ci dau lo tho 1ong tron murot 4m
uot.

Ai d6 & phia sau t6i tho hon hén. T6i quay lai. Ban tay Annie dura 1én bung ly miéng, c6bé dangnhin chdm chiip vio chii gi con trénban.
“Di Susanna,” Annie thot Ién, tha ban tay xudng, “C6 phai cai 6. ..2” cobé tit tiéng dan va khongn6inén 10i chi vé phia toi.

“Diing thé. D6 1 glaem xuét hiéntir cau thin chit mdi ctia ba Roydon. didi. Tim Goody Alsop.” Susanna xoay cochéu gaiva ancd bé vé phia con duong
wira diqua.

“T6i dakhongcho durgc trimg vao cai t, ba Norman,” toi 1én tiéng xin 6. “Céc cau thin chii khonged hiéu qua.”
Chi ga con van con tron w6t bay to suphan dbi, mbttrang nhimg tiéng chiép chiép lién tuc ndi tiép nhau.
“khonghiéu qua u? Toi bt dau nghi ba ching biét gi vé viéc m mdtphu thity ca,” Susanna ngd vire dap.

Toi bt dAu nghi ba dy dading

Ban dang doc truyén Mdar Md Phu Thiy duoc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.

Chuong 20

Phoebe nhén théy sutinh king ¢ khu véin phong trénphé Bond ctia Sotheby van bj quay nhiéu vao tdi thir Ba nhu hom nay. M dit dalam vige tai nha déu
gia London hai tun &, nhung cta van khongquen duoc voi toa nha ndy. Moi dmthanh — tiéng ro ro ctia miy ngon den tréndau, tiéng nhn vién an ninh
kéo cac canh ctra d€ kiém tra chac chan ching dugc khoa chua, tiéng cudi xa xa vong lai tir tivi— déu lam cogiat ndy.

La nguoi thim nin it 61 trong bo phén, nén Phoebe phai chiu trdn doi Tién s Whimore dén sau canh ctra khoa chit. Sylvia, cap tréngidm sat ctia ¢,
dacimg ran yéucau phai c ai d6 gap nguoi dan 6ng ny sau vai tisng. Phoebe nghi ngd yéuciu nay sai nguyén tac nhung la motnguroi con chan w6t chan
rao trong cong viéc nay cdchang thé lam gi hon ngoai mtsuphan doi yéu 6t.

“Di nhién c6s&6 lai. Ong &y séco miit & déy e béy giv,” Sylvia néimdtcach xoa diu, ngon tay van vé chudi ngoc trai trrde khi nhéit Ién miy tAm vé xem
ba I trénban lam viéc. ‘“Hon nita, cociling chang didau nita ding khong?”

Sylvia dadiing. Phoebe ching didau nira ca.
“Nhung 6ng ta 13 ai?”” Phoebe hoi. D6 1a mbtcau hoi hoan toan hop 1§, nhung Sylvia trong nhur bi ling nhuc vay.

“Ong ta tir Oxford dén va 1d mdtkhéch hang quan trong ctia cong ty. D6 1 tat ca didu cocan biét,” Sylvia dép. “Sotheby héinh dién vé syrcan mit ciia
minh, hay c6dabo 16 phan d6 trong ky huan luyén ha?”

Va vay nén Phoebe van ngdi & ban lam viée. congong doi thoi khic bay gio hen wde kia. DE cho qua thoi gian, coxem cac file tai liu tim hidu thém vé
ngudi dan ong nay. cOkhongthich gip motnguoi ma khongbict titi gi ve ticu str ctia ho. Sylvia c6 & nghi tat ca nhitng gi cocén la tén va mdtehit hiéu bict
mo ho vé pham chat cta ong ta, nhung Phoebe biét chuyén d6 khac co. Me codaday cothir loi khi quy gia nhur thong tin ¢ nhan c6 the tao nén dicu gi
khi van dung voi nhirg vi khéch trong céc bira tiée cocktail va céc bira an toi trang trong. Phoebe khongthé tim duoc ngai Whimores nio trong ho so
dir liéu ctia Sotheby, tuy nhién, mé s6 khach hang ctia 6ng ta dan téi mjttam thé gian di trong motngdn t tai liéu duge khda kin dé: “Gia dinh de
Clermont — hoi ngai chi tich.”
Vo It chin gid kémnim, conghe thiy tiéng ai d6 ngoai cira. Giong ndictia mdtngudi dan 6ng dangede cin nhur ddy nhac tinh motcach ky la.
“Py  viéc lim vién vong thi ba ba cir chéu dilam trong nhiéu ngay nay rdi ddy, Ysabeau. Lam on cb nh¢ ring chéu ciing ¢6 viée dé am. Hay cr Alain
divao 1an toi.”” motquang nging ngan. “Ba nghi chau khongban u? Chau s€goi lai cho ba sau khi thay ching.” Ngudi dan ong thot ra mdttiéng chiri the bi
kim nén lai. “Vi Chua, hily bao truc giac ctia ba nghi gidi lao di.”
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Tiéng ngudi dan ong d6 nghe thétla: nira My nira anh, trong amkhonggy géc mach lac cta anhta goi cho nguoi ta thiy day khongphai 1 thir ngon ngir
duy nhat anhta biét. Cha ctia Phoebe lam trong bd ngoai giao ctia nit hoang, va giong 6ng mo ho nhu the, nhu thé 6ng 1a ngudi ctia tit phuong,

Tiéng chudng reo, lai mothdi Amthanh nhire 6¢ khéc khién congan ngai, bat chip thuc té 1 Phoebe dangmong doi cude gip ndy. cOroi khoi ban im viée
sai budc qua phong, codangdimdtdoi gidy cao got den, no dang gia ca gia tai nhung lam cho cotrong cao hon, va Phoebe thAm nhui véi minh, uy quyén

hon nita. D6 1 mdtmanh cohoc duge tir Sylvia trong lan phong van du tién, khi codimdtdoi dé bét. Sau do cothé khongbao gidr xuat hiéntrong dang vé
“nhonhén dang yéu” motin nita.

conhin qua niit thin thdy mdtcai tran min mang, mjtmai toc vang nhéch nhac, va mdtcip mit xanh lam sang ngdi. Chéc chéin ddy khongphai Tién si
Whitmore.

mottiéng gd nhedot ngdt tréncira lm cogidt minh. Cho dit ngudi dan ong nay 1 ai dinita, anhta ciing khonghé lich sur. Buc bdi, Phoebe dap motnit
trénmay lién lac ndi dam. “Vang?”’ condng ndy noi.

“Marcus Whitmore dén ddy dé gip Ms. Thorpe.”

Phoebe nhin qua miit thin an nita. khongthé ndo. Neuwor tré thé nay dém bao séthu hitt sweht § clia Sylvia. “Toi ¢6 thé xem nhdn dang néo do6 khong?”
cOqua quyet.

“Sylvia dau r6i?”” Doi it xanh lam nheo lai.

“dixem ba I8. V& Coppélia, t6i tin 1 thé.” V& ctia Sylvia 13 hang nhét trong rap, sukhoa truong tuyen bé ding cAp thurong gia. ‘Nguoi dan 6ng ¢ bén kia
canh ctra ddp danh bet cai the ID vao it than. Phoebe git i lai. “Ong c6 thé vui long i sau mdtbude khong? Toi khongthé nhin thiy gi & khoang
cach d6.” Tam thé dich chuyén ra xa canh cira vai centimet.

“Puoc chua, ¢o...?”
“Taylor.”

“cOTaylor, ti dangban.” Tam thé bién mat, thay vao d6 i ciip dén higu mau xanh lam. Phoebe lai rut I trong sungac nhién, nhung khi d codanhan
rotén tréntam thé va tu cach phap ly cua anhta d6i voi mdtdy an nghién ctiru & Oxford.

D6 14 Tién si Whitmore. motnha khoa hoc thicé chuyén lm an gi lién quan t6i Sotheby chir? Phoebe md chdt cira.

Ngay khi tiéng cach vang lén, Whitmore daludn tién vao. anhta méc nhur trong mdtcau lac bd & Soho, quan Jean den, 40 phong U2 mau xam phong cach
¢ dién, mdtdoi gidy thé thao cao b hiéu Converse 16 bich (cling mau xam). motsoi ddy da vong quanh co, mbtndm dd trang tri ¢6 lai lich khongrorang
va khongmiy déng gia treo ling Fing tréndé. Phoebe vubt phing durdong vién chiée 4o canh miu tring tinh sach sékhéngehé vao dau dugc ctia minh va
nhin anhta vé gian dir.

“Camon,” Whitmore n6i, dirng gan c6hon mirc xa giao lich subinh thudng. “Sylvia c6 dé lai mdtesi hang cho t6i.”

“Ngai séngdi xudng chir, Tién st Whitmore.” cora hiéu vé phia céi ghé trude ban lim viée ctia minh.

boi mat xanh lam ctia Whitmore di chuyén tir cai ghé sang co. “Toi phéi ngdi u? Chuyén nay sekhéngmit nhidu thoi gian dau. Toi chi dén day dé chic
chén ring ba ndi t6i khongnhim 1An giita ngura van va ngwa thuong thoi”

“Gi c0?” Phoebe nhich dén timg budc vé phia ban im viéc. C6 motnit béo dong dudi mit ban, bén canh ngiin kéo. Néu ngwoi dan dng ndy tiép tuc cur
xtr bay ba, cos€dung dén nd.

“Gébi lﬁng,” Whitmore van nhin chim chip vao c6. Cé mdttia thich thi &nh Ién trong d6. Phoebe nhdn ra tia nhin d6 va khoanh hai tay phia trude nhdm
lamnd d6i hudng. anhta chi vai cai hop dugce 16t dém trénban lam viéc ma khdngnhin n6. “To6i doan 14 cai do.”

“Lam on ngdi )guéng, Tién sT Whitmore. daqua gis dong ctra lau 0, t6i damét roi, ma van con ¢ giéy td cong viée can dién day du thitéi méi co thé dé
ong kiém tra bat cir thir gi Sylvia dit trong d6.” Phoebe vdi tay 1én cha xat sau gdy. Pén treo ca ¢6 vi ctr ngurde 1én nhin anhta. Hai canh mii Whitmore

phép phong, dong tir it gian ra. Phoebe nhén thay 16ng mi ciia anhta dam méau hon méi toc vang, dai va day hon ca ctia ¢d. Bét ctr ngudi phu nit nio
ciing sin sang giét ngudi dé ¢6 bo 16ng mi nhur thé.

“Toi thatsunghi t6t hon h:ét cOnén dua t6i chiée hc}p va dé t6i hm theg céch cua minh, cf)T‘aylor.” Giong n(')icéc ’cﬁn tllé‘g Ién, gﬁn lai thanh mOtloi canh
cdo, du Phoebe khonghi€u ly do vi sao. anhta sap ]am gl day, danh cap chiéc hop u? mdtlan nita cdcan nhac dén hé thong bao ddng nhung nghi k§ hon.
Sylvia s€gidn dién néu coxtic pham mdtkhach hang bang cach goi nhin vién an ninh.

Thay vao d6 Phoebe budc t6i ban, cam Ién mdttoy gidy va cy b, quay lai gitii né cho vi khach. “Tét thoi. Toi Iy kim vui mimg dinh chi lai vy ndy néu
ngai thich, Tién st Whitmore, nic dii né a motthoa thuan khongméy

d& chin.”

“D6 1a 1 d& nghi ot nhét t6i c6 duge dao gan day day.” Khoe miéng Whitmore gidt gidt. “Néu ching ta théng qua quy trinh nay theo nhu céch ctia
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Hoyle, t61 nghi conén goi t6i 1a Marcus.”
“Hoyle u?”” Phoebe do mit viron thiang ngudi Ién hét mirc. Whitmore khongphéi dangnghiém tiic. “Toi khongnghi ong Ay am viée ¢ ddy.”
“Tét nhién t6i khénghy vong diéu d6.” anhta nguéch ngoac ky. “Edmond Hoyle dachét tir nam 1769 roi.”

“Toi moi dén Sotheby. anhhain séthi 10i néu ti khonghicu ngu ¥ ciia dng” Phoebe khit mili. mtin nita colai & qua xa nit bdo dong Andudi miit ban dé
¢ thé ding dén nd. Whitmore c6 1§ khdngphai trdm, nhung cobat dau nghi hanta bi dién.

“But cua coday,” Marcus lich sundi, “va (rﬁu dién ctia coddy. Puogc chira?” anhta dira gin hon. “Téi lim chinh xéc nhing gi coyéucau. Toi cur xir rat
dung dan day nhé. Cha t6i dddambao dicu ay.”

Phoebe d6n lay but va to gidy tir anhta. Khi Bm thé, céc ngon tay cocha vao mu ban tay Whitemore. surlanh Io cuia no khién coring minh. mdtcon déu
riéng bang vang nang né trénngon tay Ut cua anhta, codé y y thay. N6 trong nhu tir thoi Trung ¢b, nhung chang c6 ai lai didao quanh London voi mdtchiée
nhAn quy hiém gia tri nhur thé tréntay. N6 chiic chin 1 d6 nhai— di i mjtmon d6 nhai tot.

cokiém tra méu dién khi quay lai ban lam viéc. Duong nhur tht ca déu ding trinh tur, va néu ngudi dan ng nay 6 la mjttén ti pham nao d6 dinira — didu
ndy s€khonglam congac nhién chit nao — thiit nhét cociing stkhongbi budc 01 pha V& cac quy dinh. Phoebe néng ndp chiéc hop 1én, chuin bi dang ndp
16 cho Tién st Whitmore quai di kiém tra. cohy vong sau d6 ¢6 thé vé nha.

“0.” Giong coday vé kinh ngac. codatrong séthdy mdtchiéc vong cb kim curong huyén thoai hay mdtbd ngoc luc bao cham dng cu ky kiéu cach theo
phong cach Victoria — thir gi d6 ma ba cua cdséthich.

Thay vao ddy chiéc hop lai chira hai birc tiéu hoa hinh oval, dugc dit trong khuon nhung duge tao dang bao khit hoan hao lay dudng mép ctia ching va
bao vé ching khoi bi hur hai. mdtctia ngudi phy nit 6 mii toc dai vang kim anh do. motchiée ¢b 4o xép nép dong khung Ay khudn mit trii xoan cia
cOdy. DOi mit miu xanh nhat ctia cota nhin thing vao ngudi xem voi vé trén an diém finh, va khu6n miéng cong lén trong mbtny cuoi diu dang. Nén phia
sau | mau xanh lam chéi loi thurong thiy véi mbttac phim ciia tho v& Nicholas Hilliard thoi Elizabeth. Birc tiéu hoa kia miéu ta motngudi dan 6ng voi mai
toc den rbi boi chai ngroc tir tran ra sau. mdtbd rau Ion xon va bo ria mép khién ong ta trong tré hon cai tudi ma doi mét den Ky goi nén, chiéc so' mi vai
lanh ciing mo ¢6, lam 16 ra da thit tréing min nhur sita hon ca chiéc 4o. Nhitng ngon tay thon dai cam mitmon trang sirc ¢6 vé I tir mdtsoi ddy chuyén
day. Phia sau nguoi dan ong, nhitg ngon kira vang 6ng dangchay dirom bén xoén vao nhau, motbiéu twong ciia dam mé.

mothoi thd nhepha vao 1am tai congira ngay. “Chuia linh thiéng,” Whitmore tréng nhur nhin thiy ma.

“Ching tuyét dep, phéi khong? Pay han 1 bd tiéu hoa vira mdi dén. mdtcdp vo chong gia & Shropshire tim théty ching dugr gidu sau chiée ti bip phé
béng bac ctia ho khi ho dangtim chd cat vai mén d6 moi. Sylvia tinh toan ching sékiém duoc gia hoi.”

“0, khongnghi ngo gi diéu d6 ca.” Marcus an mtnit trénmiay dién thoai cam tay.

“Oui?” mdtgiong ndidoc dodn bang tiéng Phip ¢ du ddy bén kia. Phoebe nghi ddy  van dé ric rdi voi dién thoai cAm tay. Moi ngurdi quét thét vao do,
va ban khonged thé nghe thay nhiing cude tro chuyén riéng tur.

“Ba dading vé nhiing birc tiéu hoa, Grand-mére.”
mdtAmthanh tu méin thodt ra tir chiée dién thoai. “Liéu gio ta daco duge suchu y hoan toan ctia chau chwra, Marcus?”

“khong. Va ta on Chia vé diéu do. sychir y hoan toan cta chau khongt6t cho bét cir ai ca.” Whitmore dua it nhin Phoebe va mim cudi. Nguoi dan
ong nay thatquyén rli, Phoebe mién cudng thira nhan. “Nhung cho chau vai ngay trude khi ba lai bat chau lam mdtviée vat khac. Chi la ba san sang tra
bao nhiéu cho ching, hay chiu khdngnén hoi?”

“N’importe quell prix.”

GiA ca khongthanh vin d&. Nhing 101 nay khién cac nha d4u gid déu vui swéng, Phoebe nhin chim chiim xubng méy birc tiéu hoa. Ching thatsuphi
thuong,

Whitmore va b anhta két thic cudc trd chuyén, va céc ngdn tay ctia anhchang ngay lap tire bay luét trénchiéc may dién thoai, giri dimdttin nhén khac.

“Hilliard tin‘rfmg céc bire tiéu hoa chan dung ctia ong éy ngém phin dep nhAt trong syuriéng tu,” Phoebe tur Iy ndira. “C)pg 4y cam thiy nghé thuat hoi hoa
dat qua nhiéu nhitng bi mit pho bay ra ngoai. anhcd thé thay ly do vi sao. Hai ngudi ny trong giong nhu ho nam giit tat ca moi bi mat vay.”

“coding & diém do ddy,” Marcus }am bam Guong mt anhta & rét gan, tao cho Phoebe c6 co'hdi quan sat doi miét anhta k§ hon. Chiing xanh hon I
colan dau nhan thay, thdm chi xanh hon ca mau khoadng chat azurite — mau xanh biéng biec — lam dam thém sac mau ma Hilliard dadung,

Chudng dién thoai reo. Khi Phoebe vai iy may dién thoai dé tra 10i, conghi ban tay anhta vira krdt xudng, chi trong thoang chdc thoi, t6i eo ciia ¢d.
“Hay dua nguoi dan 6ng d6 méy b tiéu hoa ctia anhta, Phoebe.” La Sylvia.
“Toi khonghiéu,” codiéng ngudi dap. “Toi khonged tham quyén. ..”
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“anhta d&mua toan bo ching, Nguyén tic cta ching ta 1 iy duoc gid cao nhét ¢6 thé cho cac mén hang, Ching ta dlim thé. Nha Taverer sécé kha
nang trai qua nhiéu nia thu & Monte Carlo néu ho muén. Va coc6 the ndivéi Marcus rang néu t6i 15 mat vo dien danse de fete, thitoi sétn hudng 16 ghe
ctia gia dinh anhta vao céc budi dien cuia mia ke ti€p nhé.” Sylvia ngat mdy.

Cén phong im éng, Ngon tay Marcus Whitmore diu dang dét trénkhung vang bao quanh bire tiéu hoa ctia nguoi dan ong. N6 trong nhu mdtetr chi nhung
nhd, motno luc két noi véi ai d6 daqua doi tir [au va andanh.

“T6i héu nhur tin ring, néu t6i ndichuyén, 6ng dy co thé nghe thiy t6i,”” Marcus néivé khao khat.

C6 diéu gi d6 dasup d6, Phoebe khongthé xac dinh d6 1 gi, nhung thir &t coc & dy con hon ca viée thu vé duoc hai birc tiéu hoa cta thé ky mudi sau
nay.

“Ba ctia anhchic phai c6 mottai khoan ngan hang doi dao Bim, Tién s Whitmore, dé ra tay hao phong tra cho hai birc chin dung khongthé nhan dién tir
thoi dai Elizabeth ndy. Vi anhciing Ia khach hang cta Sotheby, t6i cam thay minh nén ndicho anhbiét rang anhchic chan datra hé cho mon hang nay.
mbtbire chan dung cta nit hoang Elizabeth dé nhét tir thoi ky ndy o the 1én t4i sau con s6 voi nhitng ngudi mua hop ly trong can phong, nhung

khongphai nhitng birc niy.” Xac dinh nhin dang ctia nguoi mau quyét dinh gia ca nhu thé. “Chiing ta khongbao gior biét duoc ho I ai. khongthé biét
duoc sau bao nhiéu theé ky mo mit. Tén tudi [ quan trong,”

“D6 chinh 1 diéu ba t6i ndiday.”

“Vay thiba dy ¥ thirc dugc ring khonged két luan xéc dang thigia tri ciia nhitng birc tiéu hoa nay séco thé khongbao gioy tang Ién duoc.”
“thatra,” Marcus ndi, “ba t6i khongean phai Iy lai phin dau tur ctia minh. V& Ysabeau séthich hon néu khongai khac biét ho 1 ai.”
Phoebe cau may trude udn diéu ky quéi nay. C6 phéi ba anhta nghii ba 4y dabiét rordi khong?

“thatvui duge thyc hiénvy mua ban voi ¢d, Phoebe, cho du ching ta ¢6 dinh chi lai. Lan nay.” Marcus ngirg motlat, nd ny cuoi quyén rli cta anhta.
“cokhongphien t6i goi cola Phoebe chir?”

Phoebe c6 thiy phién. coburc boi xoa ¢d, gat mai toc den dai chim vai sang mdtbén. Anh it Marcus nén n4 tréndudng cong ba vai ¢o. Khi
cokhongdap 101, anhchang dong hop lai, kep hai bure ti€u hoa dudi canh tay, va quay di.

“Toi mudn moi cobita 6, anhta 6n ton n6i, dudng nhur cha ¥ thire durge nhitg dau hiéu khongthich thit gi rdranh ranh ciia Phoebe. “Ching ta ¢6 thé an
mirng van may cua nha Taverner, cling nhur phan hoa hong dang ké ma coséduoc chia véi Sylvia.”

Sylvia u? Chia hoa hdng u? Miéng Phoebe ha hdc khongtin. Co hoi sép colm motdiéu nhur thé con it hon khong, Nét mit Marcus sim lai.
“Po a mdtdiéu kién cta thoa thudn. Ba t6i s€khongcd nd theo bét clr cdch ndo khéc.” Giong anhta cdc can. “An tbi chir?”
“T6i khongdira ngoai véi dan 6ng la sau khi tri t6i.”

“Vay thitoi s8dé nghi cora ngoai an t6i vao ngay mai, sau khi ching ta d&an trura. motkhi codadanh hai gior dong hd lim quen vai t6i, thitdi sskhongeon
‘xa la’ nira.”

“O, anhs&van xa la,” Phoebe lim bam, “va t6i khongdian trra. T6i an tai ban m viée.” conhin dinoi khac trong subdi rdi. C6 phéi codandiphan dau hoi
16 tiéng khong?

“T6i s&d6n codian motbira,” Marcus ndi, ny cudi rong mé hon. Tim Phoebe ching xudng, codandihoi Ion tiéng mat rdi. “Va dimg lo, ching ta
s€khongdixa dau.”

“Tai sao khong?” anhta nghi cdsg anhta w hay khongthé theo kip sai chén ctia anhta? Chiia oi, coghét viéc minh thip bé.

“T6i chi mubn cobiét ring cocd thé mang nhing doi gidy kia motln nira ma khongso gy co thoi,” Marcus ngly tho dap. Anh miit anhchang chdm rai di
chuyén tir ngén chan colén t6i doi giay got thdp da den, nén nd & hai mit ¢4 chén ctia c6, rdi trrdn Ién dudng cong noi bip chén co. “T6i thich ching,”

Nguoi dan ong nity nghi minh 2 ai chtt? anhta cu xr nhu mittay choi thé ky mudi tim. Phoebe bude nhing budc quyét don vé phia cira, hai got giy
cta cotao nén nhiing tiéng canh cach lanh King théa mén. coan nit mo khoa va gitt canh cira mo ra. Marcus thot lén mbtamthanh tan thirdng trong khi sai
budc vé phia co.

“Toi khongnén tién t6i qua mirc. Ba toi khongtan thanh diéu 6 cling nhiéu gin bang khongtan thanh vige it dirt mdtthoa thuin mua ban. Nhung ddy i
motchuyén, Phoebe.” Whitmore cti thap cho t6i khi moi anhta chi cach tai covai phan va ha giong xuong thanh motioi thitham “khongthich nhing nguoi
dan 6ng dua cora ngoai an t0i va c6 I€ quay tré ve can hg cua code lam gi d6 tiep theo, swding mure va thai do hanh xir dirc hanh cta cokhonglam toi
so dau. Nguoc lai la dang khac. Va t6i khongthé ngan minh tuong turong coséthé nao khi sukiém soat lanh ing d6 tan chay hét.”

Phoebe tho hit ra.

Marcus cam ]éy tay c. Moi anhta ap 1én da thit cotrong khi nhin chiim chii vao mt ¢6. “Ngy mai nhé. Va hily dam bao canh cira khoa lai phia sau toi
codaggp du rac roi roi.” Tien st Whitmore bude i ra khdi cén phong, ting comdtnu curoi choi 16a khac, quay nguoi, huyt sao roi dikhuat khéi tam niat.
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Ban tay Phoebe run ry. Nguoi dan ng d6 — ngudi dan ong la ing khongtuan theo nghi thirc xa giao ding murc va doi mit xanh dén kinh ngac — dahon
0. Ngay tai cho lam cua c6. khongdugce suchap thuin cta co.

Va codakhongtat anhta, diéu ma nhitng cogaicod gido duc tir té ctia cc nha ngoai giao duoc day phai im
Cb qua thure gip ric r6i roi
Ban dang doc truyén Mt Ma Phir Thizy dugc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full(cham)Net.

Chuong 21

“Liéu t6i ¢ dung khongkhi goi ba, Goody Alsop?” Susanna van veo hai ban tay trong chiéc tap d& ctia minh va hin t6i mdtcach lo Fing. “Toi gin day
dugc cir dén nha ba ay,” ba ta yéu 6t ndi. “Neéutoida...”

“Nhung c6dakhongdi, Susanna.” Goody Alsop qua g va Ay g0 dén ndi 1an da ba ta nhur bam dinh vao xuong hai ban tay va ¢ tay. Giong ba phi thity
chan thanh den kyla ddi voi nhimg ngudi qua yeu dudi de bi cam dd, tuy vay, suthdng minh anh Ién trong nit ba ta. Nguoi dan ba ndy ¢6 & datho toi
tam muroi tudi 1, nhung khongai dam bao ba dy 6m yéu nhu nhuge ca.

Gio Goody Alsop dddén, can phong chinh trong can h cua nha Norman dAy dp nguoi. Sau modtchit mién cudng Susanna dadong ¥ cho Matthew va
Pierre dimg ngay bén trong canh cura, mién ki ho khongcham vao bét cir thir gi. Jeffrey va John thiphén chia swchii  ctia minh vao miy ma ca rong va
chii ga con, gid nd dangan toan nim & trong cai mil ludi chai cua John canh 16 swdi. B 1ong cia n6 dangbat dau trd nén to xop trong khongkhi amap,
va on phude, n6 dangimg kéu chiép chiép. Toi ngdi trénmdtcai ghé ddu bén 1o sudi canh Goody Alsop, ngudi dangehiém dung chiée ghé banh duy nhét
trong can phong.

“Dé ta nhin cocai ndo, Diana.” Khi Goody Alsop vuron tay huéng t6i it t6i, y nhu ba gba Beaton va Champier dalam, t6i bén co ram ngudi lai. Ba phiy
thuy durng lai cau may. “Gi thé, con gai?”

“motphi thity & Phap dicd doc trénda t6i. N6 ¢6 cam gide nhur nhitng con dao nhovay,” toi nhogiong giai thich.

“N6 sékhonghoan toan dé chiu— kiémtrg i thé? — nhung n6 dang I khongdau dau.” Cac ngdn tay ba kham pha timg dudng nét cua toi. Hai ban tay ba
lo mit diu va kho rdo, cac mach mau ndi rdtrénlan da d6i mdi va ngoan ngoco trénnhiing khop xwong. Toi thiy motcam gidc hoi toc mach thai qua,
nhung khonged gi giong nhu dau dén ma t6i datrai nghiém voi hai ban tay ctia Champier.

“A.,”ba Ko hit the khi cham vao Ein da min ming tréntrén t6i. Con it ph thily ctia t0i, thir disa vao trang théi i tré déng thit vong vao khoanh khéic
Susanna va Annie tim thay t6i cting véi chi ga con, d3md ra hoan toan. Goody Alsop 1a mdtphu thiy hi€u biét dang né.

Nhin vio con it thir ba ctia Goody Alsop, 61 bi ném lao vao motthé gidi sic mau. C6 ging hét mirc t6i c6 thé, nhing mang soi dét troi sang tir chéi
phan giai thanh di€u gi d6 6 thé nhin dang dugc, mac du t6i motlan nira cam thay vien canh giay vo ma ching c6 thé bi ding dén theo cach nao do.
sutiep xtic ctia Goody Alsop rdm ran nhoi nhéi nhu thé ba thim do co thé va tam tri t61 bang thi gidc thir hai ctia ba, néng lwong €p ra xung quanh ba
trong motsac vang cam nhuom dé tia. Trong trai nghiém hitu han ctia 61, khongeo ai tirng biéu 1o suket hop mau sdc déc biét the. Ba 130 mdtchoc lai tac
lurdi, thot ra mothai Amthanh tan thanh.

“Ba ta la motke la ling, dting khonga?” Jeffiey thithdm, ngd qua vai Goody Alsop.

“Jeffiey!” Susanna thé gap, xdu hd trude hanh vi clia cau con trai. “Ba Roydon, néu con vui Iong nhé.”

“Duge 10i, ba Roydon ki motkeé la king,” Jeffrey ndi, khonghé t6 ra hbi 161, Cau nhoc chdng hai tay vao dau gdi va cti gin lai

“Chdu thy dugc gi, Jeffrey tré tubi?” Goody Alsop hoi.

“Ba Ay — ba Roydon — Ia tt c4 sdc mau ciia ciu vong. Con mit phil thily ctia b Ay méu xanh lam, nic dit phén con ki clia ba dy miu xanh 14 cy, gidng
nit than. Va tai sao lai c6 mdtcai vanh mau do den & d6 a?” Jefirey chi vao tran toi.

“D6 ka déu én cia wreath,” Goody Alsop ndi, dura ngon tay xoa Ién n6. “N6 cho chimg ta biét ba Ay thudc vé gia dinh ong Roydon. Bat cir khi ndo chéu
nhin thiy cai ny, Jeffrey a — va n6 kha la hiém day — chau phai dé y n6 nhu motsyrcanh bao. Wearth détao ra nd sékhonghai long néu chau dung cham
vao sinh vat mau ndng ma handatuyén bo quyén lam chi.”

“N6 ¢6 dau khonga?” Pira nhothdc nic.

“Jeffrey!”” Susanna lai gio 1én. “Dimg héi linh tinh Bm phién Goody Alsop.”
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“Chiing ta s&d6i mét voi mdtturong lai den t6i néu i tré thdi khongdat cau hoi nita ddy, Susanna,” Goody Alsop nhin manh.

“Mau ciia wearth c6 thé chira lnh, nhung né khonggay hai,” toi noivéi cau bé trude khi Goody Alsop ¢6 thé tra o1 khongcan phai c6 motphu thiy
truong thanh khac doa cho cdu bé so trude nhitng gino khonghleu Anh mit 61 chuyen t6i Matthew, ngudi ¢ quyén tuyén b v toi con sau sic hon ca
10 thé bang miu ciia cha anh. Matthew sin long dé cudc kiém tra ctia Goody Alsop tiép tuc — vao Iic ndy — nhung mit anhchura bao gior rdi khoi ngudi
phunit d6. Toi gom mdtny cudi, va miéng anhmim chét thém dap lai.

“0.” Jefiey th(‘)tﬂlén &m i vui thich truée miu tin tirc ndy. “Ba c6 thé tao ra glaem motlin nira khong, ba Roydon?” Trudc sychin nan, cac ciu bé nhé
nhung man thi trién nang hrong phép thuat.

Goody Alsop dit mjtngon tay xwrong xau én vét Iom trénmdi Jefiey, khién cau bé im king mdtcach hidu qua. “Ta can ndichuyén voi Annie by gio. Sau
khi xong, nguoi ctia dng Roydon sédua ca ba dira tdi bo song, Khi chau quay lai, chau c6 thé héi ta bat cir diéu gi chau thich.”

Matthew nghiéng dAu vé phia ctra, va Pierre don lay trach nhiém véi hai chang trai tré, sau khi dua miéit nhin d& phong vé hudéng ba lo, anhta mang
chiing xudng lau doi. Gidng Jeffiey, Pierre can virot qua ndi so' hii voi cc sinh vat khéc nguoi khéc.

“cObé dau 16i?” Goody Alsop hoi, ngoéi dau lai.

Amnie len Ién tién t6i. “Déy a, thira Goody.”

“Hay ndicho chiing ta suthét, Annie,” Goody Alsop n6ibang giong kién quyét. “Chau dahira gi véi Andrew Hubbard?”
“Kh... khonggi ca,” Annie Fip bép, mét chuyén huéng sang toi

“Dig n6iddi, Annie. D6 1 161 161, Goody Alsop méng “néira di.”

“Chdu sénhéin tin néu 6ng Roydon c6 ké hoach roi London. Va Cha Hubbard cir mbtngwoi dén khi ba va dng vin con tréngiuong dé hoi chéu chuyén
dangdién ra trong nha.” Loi I§ cua Annie a0 ao tudn ra. Sau khi noixong, cobé dua hai tay bit ldy miéng minh nhu thé khongtin n6i datiet 16 nhi€u dén the.
“C~hl'1ng ta phai hanh dong theo ting chir cua thoa thuén gitra Annie va Hubbard, néu khongphai tuan theo tinh than ctia thoa thuén do.” Goody Alsop
ngamnghi mjtlat. “Neéu ba Roydon roi thanh pho nay vibét ctr ly do nao, Annie s&dura tin cho t6i true. Hay doi mottieng trude khi chau cho Hubbard
biét, Annie. Va néu chiu nbimjttir vé nhung gi dién ra ¢ day cho bat cir ai, ta s&yém bua tr6i bude 1én Iudi chau, mbtphu thiy muoi ba tudi sekhongthé

héa giai dau.” Annie trong kinh hai trudc Vlen canh y. “dinhap hoi voi miy cu nhoc di, nhung mo tit ¢4 clra ra vao va cira s ra trude khi chau roi khoi
nhé. Ta s&b4o cho chau khi dén gty quay vé.”

Nét mit clia Annie trong khi cobé mo cira chop v cira ra vao ddy vé hoi 16i va khiép so, toi giri cho cobé mdtcai git dau an ui. Dira bé toi nghiép
khongdu kha ning chong lai Hubbard va dalam nhitng gi phai lam dé song sot. Thém mdtcai nhin khiép so hon nita vé phia Matthew, nguoi ¢ thai do
lanh ling d61 voi cobé mbtcach rat ban ning, cogairdi di.

Cudi cling, ngdi nha yén finh, luéng khongkhi ia vao xoay quanh mit ca chén va bd vai toi, Matthew cét tiéng. anhvan dimg dura vao canh cira, bo dd
mau den hap thu anh sang it 61 trong can phong,

“Ba c6 thé gitip ching t6i khong, Goody Alsop?” Giong nbilich symha nhiin ctia anhchang hé gidng véi thai d6 hanh xir bé trénddi voi ba goa Beaton.
“T6i tin 1a vay, 6ng Roydon,” Goody Alsop dap.

“Xin hy thur giéin,” Susanna n6i, ra hiéu Matthew hudng t6i chiéc ghé dau gin d6. Hoi oi, ching thé 130 c6 chuyén motnguoi dan ong kich ¢o nhur
Matthew ¢6 the thoai méi duoc trénmdtchice ghC dau ba chin nhobé, nhung anhvan dang chin ngdi trénd6 ma khongphan nan gi. “Chong t6i dangngu
trong phong ké bén. Ong ay khongduge phép nghe noivé wearth, hay cugc ndichuyén clia ching ta.”

Goody Alsop kéo tim vii len x4m va lanh c6 dinh ngoc trai che c6 b rdi ritt cac ngdn tay ra, kéo theo thir gi d6 mong manh khongthély rd. Ba phi thity
x0e ban tay ra va dap nhelén co tay minh tha ra mtcai bong vao phong, Ban sao chinh xac ctia ba divao phong ngli cua Susanna.

“P6 I céi gi thé?” Toi hoi, gan nhur khongdam tho.

“Hon ma ctia ti. cody sécanh chimg 6 6ng Norman va dambao chiing ta khongbi qudy ray.” Méi Goody Alsop mip may, va ludng khi thoang dang
ngimg lai. “Gidr thictra ra vao va ctra s6 déu daduoc niém kin, ching ta sékhdngbi nghe Iomnita. cocé thé thur gin tp trung vao muc dich roi, Susanna.”

Déy I hai cAu thin chii ¢6 thé chimg minh tinh hitu dung di véi mdtngdi nha ctia gian digp. Toi mo migng dinh hoi Goody Alsop xem ba lim céch ndo,

nhung chua kip thot ra mittieng, ba dagio tay Ién va cuoi khiic khich.

“coqué hiéu ky so voi mitphu nit trurong thanh d'{iy. Toi s cosethir thach tinh kién nhin clia Susanna con hon ca Jeffrey nita ddy.” Ba 1o ngdinga ra va

quan sat t6i voi nét mét vui vé. “Ta dadoi colau lam r6i, Diana.”

“Chau u?” T6i nghi ngd hoi.

“khongphai hoi. danhiéu nam rdi ké tir nhimng diém bao dau tién tién doan suxudt hiénciia ¢6, va véi thoi gian troi qua, motvai nguoi trong ching ta dattr

b0 hy vong. Nhung khi cac chi em ta ndivé diém xdu ¢ phurong bic, ta damong doi codén.” Goody Alsop dangnhic dén Berwick va nhiing higntuong la
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ling & Scotland. Toi nhoai ngurdi t6i trude, sin sang héi b nhiéu hon, nhung Matthew khé e dau. anhvan khongehéic chan phu thity ndy ¢6 thé tin
tudng. Goody Alsop nhin yéucau ling & ctia chong t6i va lai khiic khich cuoi.

“Vay I t61 dadung,” Susanna noi, tho ra nhenhdm
“Piing, con gai. Diana qua B mottho dét ddy.” Loi Goody Alsop ndivang doi khiip can phong, c¢6 uy hre nhur bat ky cau than chi ndo.
“D6 I céi gi co?” Toi thithim hoi.

“Ching t6i khonghiéu im vé tinh huéng hiéntai, Goody Alsop.” Matthew cam [y tay toi. “C6 I& ba nén ddi xir véi ca hai ching t6i gidng nhur Jeffiey 4y
va giai thich n6 nhu ba s€lam voi motdaa tré.”

“Diana 1 ngudi tao ra nhitng than chit,” Goody Alsop néi. “Nhimg ngudi tho dét ching toi 1 sinh vat rét hiém D6 1 Iy do vi sao nit than giri codén chd
t01.”

“khong, Goody Alsop. Ba nlﬁ{nréi,” i ic dau phan ddi. “Toi do khing khiép véi cac cau than chi. Di Sarah cta toi thirdt gioi, nhung ngay ca di ciing
khongthé day t6i cac ngon nghé cua phu thiy.”

“Di nhién cokhongthé ding than chii ctia cac phi thity khéc. cophai sang ché ra thn chi ciia riéng minh.” Loi tuyén bd ctia Goody Alsop dingwoc lai voi
moi diéu t6i duge day. Toi nhin ba Ao trong sukinh ngac.

“Phu thuy hoc than chi. Ching ta khongphét minh ra ching.” Thin chii dwoc truyén tir doi nay sang doi khac, trong céc gia dinh va trong céc thanh vién
hoi ddng phit thuy. Ching t6i ganh ti canh giit cac tri thire do, ghi chép lai cac tir ng¥ va quy trinh trong nhitng cubn bikip gia dinh kem theo tén cua
nhing phu thiy ném viing phép thuat ti ctia ho. Hon nira nhimg phi thily ¢ kinh nghiém hudn luyén cac thanh vién tré trong hoi dong phi thity dé tiép
bude ho, Iru tim dén sic thai ctia mbi cau thin chia va kinh nghiém qué khtr ciia moi phi thity ding no.

“Nhitng tho dét m diéu d6,” Goody Alsop dép.
“T6i chua bao gid nghe nditdi mdtthy dét,” Matthew thin trong noi.

“Rét it nguwoi biét. Ching t0i | mdtbi mét, dng Roydon a, mdtbi mit rét it phi thity kham phé durgc, chir khongphéi chi minh wearth khongbiét. Toi nghi
ong daqua quen thude voi cac bi mat va cach giit kin chiing.” P61 mit ba o anh Ién vé cham choc.

“Toi dasong rat nhiu niim, Goody Alsop a. Toi thiy kh6 ma tin rang phu thity c6 thé giit kin swtOn tai ctia nhimg tho dét trude céc sinh vat khic ngudi
kia trong suot chirng d6 thoi gian.” anhcau. “Pay c6 phai la mbttro choi khac ctia Hubbard khongha?”

“Toi qua gia dé choi dua 161, ong de Clermont. O, phai, t01 blet ong thatsula ai va ong chiém git vi tri nao trong thé gi6i ctia ching t61,” Goody Alsop
n6ikhi Matthew to ra ngac nhién. “C6 18 ong khongthé gidu giém suthttrude cac phi thity nhu ong van nghi.”

“C6 Ie khong,” Matthew gam gir canh céo. Tiéng gam gir clia anhcon kim ba 1o vui thich nhiéu hon.

“Céi manh d6 c6 thé doa bon tré con nhur Jeffey va John cting nhur ra phinh cac yéutinh nhur g3 ban Christopher cua 6ng, nhung ching lam t6i so dau.”
Giong ba lao chuyén sang nghiém tiic. “Cac tho dét antron bai vi ¢ thoi ching t6i bi truy ling va giét chét, giong nhur cac hiép sicua cha 6ng vay.
khongphai moi ngurdi déu chap nhén strc manh ctia ching t6i. Nhu 6ng biét rdday, sédé dang song st hon khi ké thii ciia 6ng nghi 6ng dachét roi.”

“Nhung ké nao sélim motviéc nhu thé, va tai sao?”” Toi hy vong rang cau tra 1o sekhongdan ching toi trds lai mdi thi truyén kiép giita ma ca rong va phit
thity.

“khongphai wearth hay yeutinh san king ching ta, ma chinh | cac phu thuy khéc,” Goody Alsop binh tinh n6i. “Bon ho so' ching ta boi ching ta khac
bict. Noi s¢ hi lam nay sinh syrcoi thudng, roi cam ghét. N6 1 motcau chuyén quen thude roi Cling tirng ¢6 lie cac phu thily tiéu diét toan bd nhitng gia
dinh dé khoéi c6 nhitng dira bé 1on Ién thanh thg dét. SO it tho dét song sét dagiri con ho ditron. Tinh yéuctia cha me doi véi mtdira tré chinh I sirc
manh, ca hai ngu¢i sénhanh chong kham pha ra thoi”

“Ba biét vé dira bé,” t6i tht Ién, hai tay di chuyén t6i bao vé trude bung minh.

“Ding thé.” Goody Alsop trang trong gat dau. “codangtao ra mjttam dét day quyén ning ddy, Diana. cosekhongthé che gidu né khoi cac phu thiy khac
lau qua dau.”

“mdtdira tré u?” Mt Susanna tron tron 1én. “suhoai thai gitta motphu thiy va wearth u?”

“khongphai I bt cir phi thity no. Chi ¢6 nhitng thy dét mi ¢6 the tao nén mdtphép thudt nhur thé. D6 1 Iy do vi sao ni than chon cocho nhiém vu
nay, Susanna, cling nhu 1y do cogoi toi dén. cola mdtba da, va tat ca ki nang ctia cos€la can thiet trong nhitng ngay sap toi.”

“T6i khonged kinh nghiém gitip ich cho ba Roydon,” Susanna phan ddi.
“covan dangtrg gitip nhitng ngudi phuy nit trong viée sinh nd sudt bao ndm dy thdi,” Goody Alsop nhan xét.

“Phy nit méu ndng, Goody, véi nhitng dira tré méu ndng!” Susanna phén nd dap. “khdngphai nhing sinh vét gidng. ..
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“Wearth ¢6 tay ¢6 chén, ciing gibng chiing ta thdi,” Goody Alsop cit Ioi. “Ta khongthé tudng trong dira bé nay c6 g khac la.”
“Chi béi vi n6 c6 mudi ngon tay, murdi ngén chan khdnged nghia né ¢6 linh hon,” Susanna ndi, dura mét nhin Matthew nghi hoiic.

“Ta ngac nhién vi cédeiy, Susanna. Linh hon ctia ong Roydon déy ciing trong sach nhu ta va c6thdi. Co phai colai nghe 16i chdng minh va nhimg chuyén
tam phao cua dng ta vé 4c quy trong wearth va yéutinh khdngha?”

Miéng Susanna mim chit lai. “Néu dting thisao, Goody?”’

“Thé thicola d6 ngbe. Phi thity nhin thiy dugc suthatmdtcach hién nhién — cho dit chong cia ho ¢6 day vo Iy dinira.”

“Vén dé khongdé dang nhu ba tin 1 viy dau,” Susanna cin nhén.

“Ciing khongean thiét phai qua kho khan. Ngudi tho dét duoc chd doi tir liu dangd giita chiing ta ddy, va ching ta phai Ién ké hoach.”

“Cam on ba, Goody Alsop,” Matthew néi. anhdanhenhdm khi ¢6 ai d6 cudi cing ciing dong tinh voi anh. “Ba ndiding. Diana phai hoc nhitng gi cody
can bict thatnhanh. c6ay khongthé sinh dira bé & day.”

“Chuyén d6 hoan toan khongphai quyét dinh ctia 6ng, dng Roydon. Néu dira tré dugc dinh I sinh ra & London, vay thidé s&la noi n6 ra doi.”
“Diana khongthude vé noi nay,” Matthew noi, voi vang bd sung thém, “tai London.”

“Chua ban phude cho ching ta, didu d6 du rorang rdi. Nhung vai tur cach 1 ngudi se soi thoi gian, nén viée di chuyén cota t6i mdtnoi khéc ciing ching
giip duoc gi. Diana séchang it bi nghi ngo hon khi & Canterbury hay York.”

“Vay a ba biét cac bi mét khic clia ching t6i roi,” Matthew ting ba lio mdtcai nhin trimg trimg lanh 18o. “Vi ba dabiét qué nhiéu, nén ba cling phii tién
doan dugc rang Diana sekhongtrs ve thoi dai cia cody motminh. Dira bé va ca t6i sédicuing coay. Ba séday cody nhimg gi cday can d€ lam dieu do.”
Matthew dangganh Iay trach nhiém, n6 c6 nghia nhiing chuyén ndy sap khién vong quay thuong nht ctia ho € hon.

“Gido duc vo ciia ong gior 1a chuyén cia t6i, ong Roydon — trir phi éng nghi minh biét nhidu hon i v& viéc am mottho dét c6 nghia nhur thé ndo,” Goody
Alsop 6n ton noi.

“anhdy biét rang day 1 vin dé gitta cac phi thity,” t6i n6ivéi Goody Alsop, dat ban tay kiém ché 1én canh tay anh. “Matthew sékhéngcan thiép.”

“Moi chuyén v& vo i déu Ja viée ctia t0i, Goody Alsop,” Matthew néi. anhquay sang toi. “Va ddy khongphéi van dé chi gitra céc phi thity thoi.
khongthé, néu cac phu thily & day c6 theé quay ra chong lai ban doi va con ctia anh.”

“Vay d6 1 phi thiiy chir khongphéi wearth dalam cobj thuong,” Goody Alsop kb ndi. “Ta cam thiy vét thurong va biét rang mdtphi thiy | mdtphan
trong d6 nhung dahy vong rang boi vi ngudi phi thily nay dangehira lanh nhimng ton thurong cho cochir khongphai giy ra no. The gioi dathanh cai thir gt
khi ma motphu thiy lai lam mjtdiéu nhu vay véi motphu thiry khac?”

Matthew gin toan bd suchi1 y vao Goody Alsop. “C6 thé phi thity d6 ciiing nhén ra Diana b mottho dét.”

Vira van t6i khongnghi ti Satu c6 thé dabiét. Can cir vio nhitng gi Goody Alsop ké vai t6i vé thai d6 ciia cac dong dao phi thity v6i nhiing tho dét, y
tudng Peter Knox va cac ban bé chi cot ctia hand Bai Hoi Bong c6 the nghi ngd 61 che gidu mitbi mit nhur the cling khién méu trong nguoi ti chay dua
10i. Matthew tim kiem tay t6i, anhding ca hai tay d€ nam lay no.

“Cé t}lé, nhung ta }(héngl(’)ichéc chin duoc,” Goody Alsop 16ivi ching t6i day tiéc nubi. “Tuy nhién, ching ta phéi im nhing gi ¢6 thé trong thoi gian
nit than ban cho d€ chuan bi cho Diana véi tirong lai cua coay.”

“Dirng lai,” t6i n61, dép tay len ban. Chiéc nhén ciia Ysabeau phat ra”tié'n’g kéu thanh thity khi cham vao mt 20 ctmg. “Cac ngudi déu ndichuyén nhur thé
viéc lam thg dét nay cé y nghia lam vay. Nhung toi thdm chi khdngthé thap mdtcay nén. Tai nang ctia toi la phép thuat. To6i c6 nude, hira — tham chi ca
lira — trong mau minh.”

“Néu ta ¢6 thé thiy duoc linh hon cia chf}ng ¢0, Diana, thicosekhongngac nhién 14 ta cling c6 thé nhin thiy duoc strc manh ctia ¢6. Nhung cokhongphai
12 Kra phu thiy, hay nude phu thiy, hay bat ctr thir gi cotin twong, cokhongthé ra 1€nh cho cac yéu to tyr nhién nay. Néu codu ngde nghéch ¢d thir no,
cOs€bi hy digt.”

“Nhung t6i gin nhu chét dubi trong chinh mrde mét ctia minh,” t6i buéng binh néi. “Va dé ciru Matthew t6i dagiét motwearth bang miii tén ciia ira pht
thiy. Di t6i danhan ra mui d6.”

“motlira phi thity khongean dén cac miii tén. Lira 1i khoi cova dép myc tiéu ctia nd trong tirc thoi” Goody Alsop Jic dau. “Nhimg thir ndy don gian
chinh Ia viéc dét soi, con ctia taa, tao nén hinh dang tur noi dau khérvél tinh yéu. Nt than daban phudc lanh ctia ngudi cho ¢d, cho murgn strc manh
cdcan nhung tuyét doi khongdeé cora Iénh cho bat cir thir gi trong s6 d6.”

“Cho muron ching,” T6i ngim nghii vé nhing sukién gay nan long trong nhirng thang qua va anh sang lo mo cta phép thuat s€khongbao gio hanh dong
nhu chiing duge ky vong, “Vay do 1a Iy do vi sao cac ning hre nay dén roi di. Ching khongbao gior thure syl clia t61.”
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“khongphu thity ndo c6 thé nim giir qua nhiéu sirc manh trong minh mé khonglam dao 10n surcan bang ciia cac thé giéi. motthg dét ra chon cin than tir
phép thuat quanh minh va st dung n6 d€ tao hinh dang cho thir gi d6 mdi ne.”

“Nhung phai ¢6 t6i hang nghin cau than cha dangton tai— chua ké t6i bua mé va thude doc nita. khonggi t6i tao nén co thé 1 khoi ngudn ca.” Toi dua
tay vubt ngang tran, va vi trf Philippe tao ra 1i thé méu duong nhur Einh lanh khi dwoc cham vao.

“Tét c4 than chia déu dén tir dau do, Diana: motkhoanh khdc can thiét, motsumong doi, motthir thach co thé khongbi bit gip theo bat ky cach nio khac.
Va chiing cling dén tir ai d6.”

“Phu thity dAu tién,” t6i thithdm thét 1én. mdtsd sinh vat khac ngudi tin ring Ashmmole 782 chinh I cudn bi kip dﬁ}l tién, mdtcudn sach chira nhimg bua mé
va phép thudt khoi thiy duge nguoi cuia ching toi sang tao nén. Pay lai la mbtsukeét noi khac giira tdi va cuon co thu bi ankia. To6i nhin Matthew.

“Tho dét dau tién,” Goody Alsop nhenhang sira lai, “cling nhu nhiing nguoi nbi tlep ho. Céc tho dét khongdon than I phi thiy, Diana. Susanna la
moOtphu thity vi dai, voi kién thirc Ve phép thudt cua trai dat va toan bo suhiéu biét clng truyen thuyét nhiéu hon bt clr ngudi chi emndo ctia cody &
London. D1 véi tit ca nhiing gi c6dy duoc ban ting, cody ciing khongthé dét nén motcau than chi moi. cothico thé.”

“T6i tham chi khonghinh dung nbi bt dau nhur thé ndo,” t6i noi.
“codakimno ra chi ga con do thdi,” Goody Alsop noi, chi vé phia trai bong 1ong vang trom dangngi.

“Nhung ti danged thir ddp vo trimg!” Toi phan d6i. By gio khi t6i dahiéu vé thut bin cung, ti ¥ thirc duoc chuyén ndy b mdtréc rbi. Phép thudt cia
t01, giong nhwr nhirng miii t€n, datreot myc tiéu clia no.

“Hién nhién | khong. Néu cochi don gian 1 ¢b am nirt vo trimg, thiching ta s&duoc thuong thire nhimg ¢ chiéc banh trimg tuyét voi ctia Susanna rdi. C6
diéu g d6 trong tam thirc c6.” Chii ga con bay to sudong tinh, phat ra mottiéng kéu diic biét Ion va mottiéng chiép rorang,

Ba 4y dading. Toi qué thatdaco nhimg y nghi khic trong dau minh: con ctia ching t0, liéu ching t6i ¢6 thé cham soc ciu nhoc thattir & khong, am thé
nao chiing t6i cé theé gilt cho n6 dugc an toan.

Goody Alsop git dau. “Ta ciing danghi viy.”

“Toi khongnéimdttir nao, khongthure hiénmbtnghi thirc ndo, chéing pha ché thir gi.” Toi dangbam chit vao nhing gi di Sarah daday vé thuat phi thily.
“Tat ca nhitng gi t6i lam la dat ra vai cau hdi. Ching thdm chi cling chang phai nhitng cau hdi hay ho déc biét gi ca.”

“Phép thuat bt dau voi khét vong, Nhitng 1vi n6idén muon hon nhidu, rat nhiéu,” Goody Alsop giai thich. “Tham chi sau do tho dét khongthe u6n ludn

chuyén d6i mdtcau thn chii thanh vai dong chit cho cac phi thity khac sir dung. mdtvai san pham dét khang cu lai, cho di ching ta c6 ¢6 ging thir bao
nhiéu. Chiing 14 chi danh cho ching ta str dung thoi. D6 1a Iy do ho so chung ta.”

“Tat ca bat déu tir suthiéu ving va ndi thém khat,”” Toi lim bam doc. Qué khir va hiéntai lai va cham nhau khi t6i nhéic lai dong dAu tién ctia khd tho
trong trang gidy ly tir Ashomole 782 ma ngudi ndo d6 timg giri dén cho cha me ti. Lan nay, khi cac goc phong sang Ién va lam le 16i nhitng hat bui & ti
trong bong clia miu xanh lam va vang kim, t6i khongquay nhin noi khéc. Ca Goody Alsop ciing thé. Anh niit Matthew va Susanna nhin theo chiing toi,
nhung khongai thiy dugc bt cir gi khéc thuong,

“Chinh xéc. Thiy do, cch ma thoi gian cam nhén surviing mit clia cova mudn coquay lai dé dét cho ban thin codivao cude sbng trude day.” Ba o cuoi
turoi, vO hai ban tay vao nhau nhu the ti dalim cho ba motbtre v& hinh dnh ngbi nha bang bt chi mau dac biét dep d& va ba dy dinh trung bay n6 lén
céanh ctra t0 lanh. “Di nhién, thoi gian chura san sang cho cobay gio. Néu nd dasan sang, mau xanh lam s€sang ryrc r& hon nhiéu.”

“Ba khién n6 nghe nhur ¢6 thé két hop phép thuat va thust phi thiy viy, nhung ching 1a riéng biét ma,” t0i n6i, van con thiy ling ting. “Thudt phi thity
str dung thin chi, con phép thuat | mdtstrc manh duoc thira ké qua motthanh t6 ty nhién, gidng nhu khongkhi hay Iira.”

“Ai day cothir ngé ngan vo nghia d6 thé?” Goody Alsop khit miii khinh throng, va Susanna trong that kinh. “Phép thudt va thuét phi thay chinh 14 hai con
duong mon giao nhau trong rimg. motthe dét c6 thé dimg ¢ ngd tur duong mbtchan giam trénmbtcon duong. cota c6 the chiém lay khonggian ¢ gitta, noi
cac strc manh Ia 1on nhat.”

Thoi gian phan déi sutiét 16 nay bang mbttiéng khoc thation.

“mdtdira tré & giita, rmtphu thity & bén,” t61 im bam doc trong 1ndi ban khoan. Bong ma cia Bridget Bishop décanh bao t6i vé nhirng nguy hiém lién
quan voi motvi tri dé tén thurong. “Trude khi ching t61 dén ddy, bong ma ctia mdttrong nhirng vi 6 tién ctia t6i — Bridget Bishop — danoicho t6i bict do la
sO phén cua t6i. Ba ay chac dabiét toi la motthg dét.”

“Ca bd me cociing vay,” Goody Alsop n6i. “Ta c6 thé nhin thiy nhitng soi chi cubi ciing con lai trong nit tr6i ctia ho. Cha cociing B mbtthg dét. Ong Ay
biet coséditheo con duong clia 6ng ay.”

“Cha cody u?”” Matthew hoi.

“Cac tho dét hiémkhi i nam gioi, Goody Alsop,” Susanna nhéc nhg.
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“Cha Diana i mottho dét c6 tai néing vi dai nhung khongduge rén luyén. Thin chit clia ong y roi rac gin voi nhau chir khongphéi | mdttim dét hoan
thién. Du thé, né duge lam bang tinh yéuva daphuc vu cho muc dich cua n6 mitthoi gian dal, n6 kha giong s¢i day xich datrdi covao voi wearth ciia c@,
Diana.” Soi day xich 1a vii khi bi mit ctia toi, mang dén cam giac an i rang t6i daduoc gin chit vao voi Matthew trong nhiing khodng thoi gian den toi
nhét ctia minh.

“Briget con noivéi toi mitdiéu khac nita vao dém dé: “khdnged con dudng ndo divé phia trude mi khdnged anhta & do.” Ba Ay hin ciing dabiét vé
Matthew,” t61 thi nhan.

“Em chua bao gio Kké véi anhvé cude ndichuyén nay, mon Coeur,” Matthew noinghe c6 vé to mod nhiéu hon 1A buc boi.

“Ngi tur duong, céc 16i mon va nhitng 101 tién doan mo 1o dudng nhu khongquan trong. Véi moi diéu xay ra sau do, t6i daquén roi.” Toi nhin Goody
Alsop. “Hon nita, lam thé nao t6i ¢6 thé tao ra than chi ma khongean biet dén n6?”

“Céc tho dét duoc bao quanh boi subi an,” Goody Alsop bao t6i. “Ching ta khonged thoi gian dé kiém tim cau tra 16i cho tat ca moi cdu hoi clia cobdy
gi0 ma phai tap trung thay vi day cocach xir ly voi phép thudt khi né ditwdt qua c6.”

“Strc manh ctia t6i vin dangkhdngdn dinh,” t6i thira nhan, nghil &én trai mde qua héo rii va dbi giy bi phé hity ctia Mary. “Tdi chura bao gidr biét Lim thé
nao tiep theo ca.”

“D6 khongphai chuyén gi khac thurong dbi véi mdtthg dét lin dau dén voi sirc manh ciia ban than. Nhung suta sang ctia coco thé nhin théy va camnhdn
dugc, ngay ca véi loai nguoi” Goody Alsop nga ngudi vao trong chiéc ghé banh va ngamnglna 1. “Néu cac phi thiy thay glaem ctia t6i giéng nhur
Annie dathay, ho ¢6 thé ding kién thirc ndy voi cac muc dich ctia ho. Ching ta sekhongde cOhay dira tré sa vao nanh vudt ctia Hubbard. Ta tin trong
ong c6 thé xir Iy Pai Hoi Bong chir?” Ba o n6i, nhin sang Matthew. Goody Alsop dién giai surim king ctia Matthew nhur 11 ddng ¥.

“Vay thitdt roi. Hay dén gip ta vao thir Hai va thir Nam, Diana. Ba Norman s&gap covao thir Ba. Ta s&ctr Marjorie Cooper vao thir Tu, Elizabeth
Jackson va Catherine Streeter vao thu Sau Diana s&can sugitip do ctia ho dé diéu hoa lira va nude trong miu ctia cody, néu khongeddy sching bao
€0 tao ra dugce cai gi hon 14 hoi nude.”

“C6 18 sekhongkhon ngoan khi cho tit ca cac phi thity d6 chia sé bi mét dic biét nay, Goody,” Matthew noi.

“Ong Roydon ding day dac qua nhidu 104 xi xao vé phi thity ndy. John Chandler van danglan truyén tin tirc vé ba iy dé liy long Cha Hubbard. Chéc
chin ching ta c6 thé ty minh day c6dy,” Susanna noi.

“Va c6tro thanh lira phi thily tir khi nao ha?” Goody Alsop vén lai. “Mau ca dira bé day Itra. Strc manh cia ta do nude phi thity thong tri, con ctia col
sttc manh cua dat. Ching ta khongdt cho nhiém vy nay.”

“Nhom ctia ching ta s&loi kéo qua nhicu suchit y néu hanh dong theo ké hoach ctia ba. Chiing ta ¢6 murdi ba phi thity, nhung ba dy dinh 10 kéo nim
ngudi vao viéc nay. Hay dé nhom khac dam nhdn van dé ctia ba Roydon — mjtnhom & Moorgate, hodc c6 thé la Aldgate.”

“Nhom Aldgate daphat trién qué 16n, Susanna. N6 kllépgthé quan Iy duoc syvy ctia chinh minh, chir ching c6 tAm tri ma dam nhan viée giao duc motthy
dét. Hon nira, ch0 d6 qua xa khongtién cho t0i di chuyén, va bau khongkhi tOi t& do thanh phd day murong rach d6 lam cho chimg thap khop cua t6i
cang t¢ hon. Chiing ta s€dao tao cday trong gido xir ndy, nhur nit than dadnh.”

“T6i khongthé. . .” Susanna bt dau.

“Ta I tién bbi ctia ¢6, Susanna. Néu comudn phan ddi thém nita, cdsecan phai kiém mbdtphan quyét tir Rede.” Bau khongkhi niing né mbtcach kho chiu.
“Tt thoi, Goody. Toi ségiri yéucau ctia minh tdi Queenhithe.” Susanna duong nhur bi gidt minh vi tuyén bb ctia chinh minh.

“Ai Ia Nir hoang Hithe vay?” Toi ha thip giong hoi Matthew.

“Queenhithe i mbtdia danh, khongphai ngudi,”” anhthithdo. “Nhung chuyén vé cay sdy nay | sa0?”

“Em ciing khongbiét,” t6i thi nhan.

“Thoi thitham di,” Goody Alsop noi, lic dau déng vé buc bi. “Véi bua phép yém trénetra sO va cira ra vao, nhitng tiéng ri rdm ctia iy ngurdi khudy
dong khongkhi 1am dau tai ta day.”

motlin nira bau khongkhi lai im ng, Goody Alsop tiép tuc. “Susanna dangthir thach uy quyén ciia ta trong vin d& ndy. Vi ta | linh dao ciia nhém
Garlickhythe — va dong thoi 14 tién bdi bé tréntheo phan khu trong thanh phd ciia Vintry — ba Norman phai trinh bay trudng hop ciia ba dy cho mtbé
trénphén khu khéc & London. Ho séquyét dinh phuong thirc hinh dong ciia ching ta, khi ho m thé Iic ndo ciing c6 subat dong y kién giita cac phit
thity. C6 hai muroi sau tién bdi bé trén, va ching ta dugc biét dén voi tr cach 1 hoi dong Rede.”

“Véy déy chi i van dé chinh kién u?” Toi noi.

“Chinh kién va tinh than trong. khonged cach ndo dé dan xép cudc tranh cdi clia ching t6i, cha Hubbard sénhiing ngon tay wearth clia ong ta vao suvy
ctia ching t6i nhiéu hon,” Goody Alsop néi. “Toi xin 16i néu c6 xtic pham 6ng, dng Roydon.”
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“khonged xtic phamndo ca, Goody Alsop. Nhung néu ba dira vin dé nay ra vai cac tién bdi bé trénciia ba, Diana sébi ca London biét dén.” Matthew
dimg 1én. “Toi khongthé ddng ¥ chuyén do.”

“Moi phu thury trong thanh pho deu danghe n6ivé vo ong. Tin tire & day truyén dirdt nhanh, ciing phai cam on ngudi ban Christopher Marlowe cuia 6ng
ddy,” Goody Alsop noi, nghén ¢ Ién dé don anh rmt anh. “Ngdi xudng di, 6ng Roydon. Bo xuong gia cia ta khongeong 1én dé tiép chuyén ndi nira
dau.” Trude sukinh ngac cta t6i, Matthew ngdi xudng thét.

“Céc phu thily 6 London van khongbiét cola thy dét dau, Diana, va do6 moi la djéu quan trong,” Goody Alsop n6itiép. “Di nhién hoi ddng Rede séduoc
cho biét. Khi nhitng pht thiy khac nghe noicoduoc goi tdi trude cac tién boi bé trén, ho sémic dinh codangbi trimg phat vi mbi quan hé v6i 6ng
Roydon, hoac rang c6dangbi tréi bude theo mdtkieu cach nao d6 dé gitt cho dng ta khongthé kiém loi thém théng qua mau va stitc manh ctia ¢6.”
“Cho ditho c6 quyét dinh thé nao, ba van sk gido vién ciia t0i chir?” Toi daquen véi suchdng doi khinh migt cta céc phi thity khéc va biét tt hon hét
1a hy vong cac phu thily & London s&chap nhan moi quan h¢ ctia toi véi Matthew. Van dé li¢u Marjorig Cooper, Elizabeth Jackson, va Catherine

Streeter (cho du ho 14 ai dinira) cé tham gia vao che dd gido duc cua Goody Alsop hay khongeiing chang miy quan trong, Nhung Goody Alsop thikhac.
DPay Ia phu thiy ma t6i nuodn ¢6 dugce tinh ban va sugiip dd cla ba.

“Ta Ia phi thity cudi cing & London nay va i mbttrong ba tho dét dugc biét dén trénthé giéi. Tho dét ngudi Scotland Agnes Sampson nam trong mdtnha
tl1 & Edinburgh. khongai thay hay nghe noigi vé tho dét ngudi Ireland tir nhiéu ndm nay. Rede khongeo hra chon ndo khéc ngodi viéce dé ta huéng dan
¢0.” Goody Alsop cam doan véi toi.

“Khi nao cac phu thily s€hop mat?”” Toi hoi.

“Ngay khi c6 thé sip xép,” Goody Alsop hira.

“Chiing t6i s&san sang,” Matthew cam doan véi ba.

“C6 motsd viée vor ong phai tur Bim, ong Roydon. Mang thai dira bé va gip hoi dong Rede néim trong s6 d6,” Goody Alsop dép. “Niém tin tuéng
khongphai i motviée dé dang ddi voi wearth, ta biét, nhung 6ng phéi ¢b ging vi loi ich ciia cody.”

“Toi tin twong vo minh. Ba décam nhin duoc diéu cac phi thiy dalim voi cody rdi ddy, vay nén ba séching ngac nhién khi t6i khongtin twong chut nao

vao dong loai ciia ba ic & bén cody,” Matthew noi.

“Ong phai ¢b gﬁng thoi,” Goody Alsop kip lai. “Ong khongthé xtic phamhoi ddng Rede. Néu 6ng lam thé, Hubbard s&phai can thiép. Hoi dong Rede
s€khongehiu ndi thém susi nhye d6 va s€khing khang doi 161 Bai Hoi Bong dinh liu vao. Cho dui subat dong cta ching ta 14 gi dinita, khongai trong can
phong nay muon Pai Hoi Pong hudng suchu y tip trung vao London, 6ng Roydon.”

Matthew can nhéc giai phap ca Goody Alsop. Cubi cing anhgat dau. “Tét thoi, Goody.”

Toi la mitthg dét.

Rét nhanh thoi t6i s&lam me.

motdira tré & gitra, mdtphi thity & bén, giong ndictia bong ma Bridget Bishop thithim.

Cai hit hoi thatmanh ctia Matthew nicho t0i biét ring anhdaphat hiénthdy surthay doi trong miii hirong cta toi. “Diana damét rdi va can vé nha.”

“coy khongmét i so hail. Thoi gian danh cho o sor daqua roi, Diana. cOphéi doi méit v6i vie minh thatsula ai,” Goody Alsop ndivoi déng vé diém finh
lay lam tiéc.

Nhung i lo ing ctia ti cur tiép tuc dang lén tham chi sau khi ching t0i ddan toan tro vé Huou Byc va Vuong Mién. Khi dag nha, Matthew coibo
chicc o khodc may chan. anhphti né bao quanh ngudi toi, co day I khongkhi lanh gid. Lop vai van hru lai mii dinh hwong va que cta anh, cung véi dau
vét am khoi tir bép Itra ctia Susanna va khongkhi am uwét cua London.

“Em }a mottho dét.” C6 1& nbu t6i tiép tuc nbithé, thire té nay sabét du c6 ¥ nghiia. “Nhung em khongbiét diéu d6 6 y nghia g, hay em 13 ai niva.”
“Em 12 Diana Bishop — mdtsir gia, mjtpht thity.”” anhnéim Ry hai vai toi. “Cho dt em timg [ gi khéc trude day hay co thé 1 sau nay, thiday van 1 em
Vaemla cudc doianh.”

“Vo anh,” t61 stra 11 anh.

“Cudc doi anh,” anhlp lai. “Emkhongehi 1a tréi tim ma con 1 nhip dap cua trdi tim anh. Truée day anhchi i mteai bong, gidng nhur c4i béng ctia
Goody Alsop ay.” Trong amctia anhnhan manh hon, giong néitram khan day xic cam

“Rét cude em dang 18 nén nhenhdm vi dabiét surthét,” toi ndiqua hai ham ring run ré}{ trong khi leo vao giuong. Cai lanh duong nhur dangAm vao tan
xuong tiy to1. “Ca doi minh, em dathic m¥ic tai sao minh khac biét thé. Gid em dabiét, nhung nd chang giip gi duoc ca.”

“motngdy ndo d6 n6 s&co ich,” Matthew hira hen, gia nhap hoi cung toi dudi chiéc chan pha guong. anhvong hai canh tay quanh nguoi t6i. Chiing t6i len
chan vao nhau giéng nhu nhitng r& cdy, quan By nhau. Sau tham trong toi, soi ddy xich ns bang cach ndo ddy t6i darén ra dugc tir tinh yéuva ndi niém
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mong nhé danh cho motnguro, bat ddu thay d6i. N6 day dan va khongthe bé gy, dugc lp day nhira song chay khongngurng tir phu thity sang ma ca
r6ng va quay trg vé phur thity. Chéng miy chdc t6i khéngeon cam thiy bat ctr khoang cach, chi con swddn ty ctia hanh phiic, tron ven. Toi hit vao mothoi
tho sau, i lai tiép mothoi nira. Khi t6i thir kéo ngudi ra, nhung Matthew khongcho.

“anhchura sin sang budng em ra dau,” anhn6i, kéo t6i vao gan sat hon.

“anhcon phai lam viéc ma — cho Pai Hoi Dong, Philippe, Elizabeth. Em khoe ma, Matthew,” t6i khing khéing, méic dii mudn & lai trong long anhcang lau
cang tot.

“Ma c rong tinh toan thoi gian khc céc sinh Vit mau ndng,” anhndi, van khéngnguyén y tha toi ra.

“Vay mtphit ctia ma ca réng 14 bao 1u?” T6i hoi, dui dui vao cdm anh.

“Rét kho n6i,” Matthew 1Am bam. “Do dai thoi gian d6i khi ndm gitta mbtphit thong thurong va méi i
69. Cay sdy tiéng anhla reed, Matthew nghe nhdm Rede thanh céy sdy.

Ban dang doc truyén Mgt Ma Phi Thiry duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull(chAm)Net.

Chuong 22

Tép hop duoc hai muroi sau phi thily manh nhét & London khong hé don gian. Viée gip hoi ddng Rede khong dién ra nhur t6i trdng trong — kiéu nhu
trong mdt phong xir 4n, t6i dimg trurde mit dan phi thity hang ngii chinh t&. Thay vao d6, né dién ra sudt miy ngay lién & cac cira hiéu, quan ruou va
phong khéch trén khép thanh phd. khong c6 nhiing 1 giéi thiéu trang trong, va khong c6 thoi gian dé ling phi vao nhiing tinh tiét xa giao khéc. Toi gip
nhiéu phi thity xa la dén mirc hinh anh tit ca bon ho nhanh chdng tré nén nhap nhém fAn 16n véi nhau.

Tuy thé, trai nghiém lAn ndy ciing tht 4n twong, Lan d4u tién t6i cam nhdn dugc strc manh khon cing cta ira phi thiy. Goody Alsop khong hé Iira 61—
cai nhin cham chi, ménh lét, chay bong, hay sw dung cham ctia mot phu thiy ¢6 bo toc d6 e dem lai thir cam giac khong thé nhim lan duoc. Mic du

lira trong méu t6i bing 1én nhay nhét khi ¢6 ta & gin, nhung t6i 16 rang khong phai phi thity kira. Didu nay duoc khiing dinh khi t6i gip thém hai phi thily
lra nita trong mdt cén phong riéng ¢ Mitre, mdt quan rugu tai khu Bishopgate.

“cb Ay s& A mot thach thirc ddy,” mdt nguoi nhan xét sau khi doc xong tin tirc tir an da toi.

“mot tho dét se soi thoi gian cing voi rét nhiéu nurde va lira & trong ¢b dy,” ngudi kia dong ¥. “sur két hop ma t6i khong nghil minh s& giip duoc trong
cudc doi nay.”

Céc phu thiy ciia hoi dong Rede tu hop tai nha ctia Goody Alsop, noi c6 khong gian rong réi hon dang ve khiém nhirdng bén ngoai cia no. Hai hdn ma
lang vang qua cac phong, giong nhu vong hon ctia Goody Alsop da lam. Bon ho dén khach & cira va hudt di ling 1€ d€ dam bao moi ngudi déu duogc
thoai méi.

Céc phu thiy gi6 bao dan hon nhiéu so voi cac phi thity lira. su tiép xic ciia bon ho nhe nhing va kho rao ciing nhur khi ho king 18 danh gi sirc manh va
nhuroe diém cia toi.

“mdt con bdo ph thity dAy,” vi phi thity ¢6 méi toc bach kim tam nim muroi tudi im bdm. Ba ta nho nhén, yéu diéu va di chuyén bang mot toc do chéng
mit, khong giong nhur véi ddm ngurdi con lai.

“Kiém soat qua chit,” ngudi kia néi, may cau lai. “co dy can dé moi van dé xdy ra ty nhién, néu khong, mbi luong khi co ay tao nén c6 thé trd thanh mot
con bao bung n6 dir doi.”

Goody Alsop d6n nhan moi 1i binh phim ctia ho bang nhing 1i cam on, nhung khi tit ca bon ho roi di, ba o duong nhur thdy nhe nhdm hon.

“Gid ta s& nghi ngoi, bé con,” ba o yéu 6t ndi, dimg 1én rdi bude vao nha trong. Vong hdn ctia ba bam theo sau nhur mt céi bong

“khong c6 ngudi dan dng ndo trong hoi ddng Rede ur, Goody Alsop?” Toi hoi, do Ay khuyu tay ba.

“Chi con lai ¢6 mdt nhim nguwoi ddy thoi. Tt cé cac phap sur tré déu dén truong dai hoc dé nghién ciru triét hoc tur nhién roi,” ba th dai noi. “Day |
mdt thoi dai ky la, Diana a. Moi ngudi trong thoi dai néy‘ d0 x6 vao nhiing thir mdi me, va cac phu thiry nghi sach vo s€ day bon ho t6t hon kinh nghiém.
Ta s€ phai d¢€ co 101 di bay gio. Hai tai ta dang ong lén 16i.”

mot phii thity mrde don doc dén Huou Puc va Virong Mién vao sang thir Nam. T6i dang nim nghi, kiét sirc vi cude dao bd khip thanh phd ngiy hom

true. Dang ngudi cao 1on va I hudt, vi phu thiy nuée nay khong phai bude di ma nhur chdy vao trong nha vay. Tuy nhién, ¢6 ta gap phai mot tr& ngai
clmg rin tai birc twong ma ca rong ngay ngodi tién sanh.
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“Puoc rdi ma, Matthew,” t6i 1én tiéng tir cira phong ngil, vay tay ra hiéu cho ¢ ta tién toi.

Khi chi con lai chiing t6i, phu thily mrée kiém tra t6i mdt luot tir diu dén chan. Anh mit ¢6 ta rAm ran nhu nuwée mudi dinh trén da, séng dong nhu mot
giot nude gitra long dai duong vao mdt ngay he oi a.

“Goody Alsop da ding,” c6 ta ni bang mot chat giong tram thép day nhac tinh. “C6 qua nhidu nuée trong miu cla co. Thé nén ¢6 khong thé gip ca
nhom chiing t6i vi s€ gdy nén mot tran dai hong thity mat. ¢6 phai gap chiing t6i vao ting thoi diémriéng, Toi e 1a s€ mat ca ngay day.”

Bai vay, thay vi t6i ti gip cac phil thily mrdc, ho da chii dong dén gip toi. Ho nho giot ra nha khién Matthew va Frangoise nudn phat dién. Nhung
khong gi phti nhan duoc mdi quan hé cua t6i voi ho, hay lan song ngdm ma t6i cam thay trude sy ¢d mat ciia mt phu thiry nude.

“Nude khong néi doi,” mdt phi thity nrée ]ambam 16i sau khi ludt dAu ngon tay qua trdn va vai ti. ¢ ta lat ngira hai ban tay t0i dé quan sat long ban
tay. ¢o ta khong 16n tubi hon t6i, ¢6 séc dién rét giy chu y: da tréing, toc den va mét méu bién Caribbean.

“Nude gi co?”” Toi hoi khi ¢b ta lin theo cac nhanh phu dan ra xa khoi huyét mach chinh ctia ti.

“M3di phi thity mréc & London da thu thap nude mura tir giira mia hé cho t6i 8 hoi Mabon, sau do trit mrde vao céi bat 1on ding dé boi ciu ctia hoi
dong Rede. N6 tiét 16 v& nguoi tho dét dugc mong doi tir 1y, s& c6 nurde trong huyét mach ctia ¢ dy.” Phi thily nurée budng mot tiéng thor dai nhe
nhom va tha hai tay ti ra. “Ching t6i dang can nhimg cau thin chi moi sau khi gitp ham d6i ctia Tay Ban Nha quay tré vé&. Goody Alsop ¢6 thé cung
tmg thém than chi cho céc phi thity nurde, nhung thy dét ngudi Scotland diroce ban st manh ctia dét thi khong thé giop ching t6i duge — cho dii ba dy
¢6 mubn di nita. ¢6 i dira con gai dich thue ctia mét tréing, nén s& gitip duoc ching 61

ks

Sang thir Sau, ngudi dua tin mang dén nha toi mot dia chi trén phd Bread va nhitng chi dan dé t6i t61do6 vao lic muroi mot go, dé gap mit cic thanh
vién con lai cta hoi dong Rede: hai phu thity dat. Hau hét cac phu thiy déu o vai phan phép thudt dét trong ho. D6 1 tién dé thiét lap nén hoi nhom, va
trong thoi hién dai, cac hdi dong phu thiy dat ciing khong dac biét xuat ching, Toi to md xem li€u cac phu thity dat thoi dai Elizabeth ¢6 gi khac biét
khong,

Matthew va Annie di cuing t6i, trong khi Pjerre chay viéc vat cho Matthew con Frangojse thira ngoéi mua ban. ChL'l‘ng tc}i dang don sach san nha tho
Thanh Paul thi Matthew quay sang mot thang nhoc lang thang c6 khuon n¥it nhem nhudc va hai cang chin gay g6 day vét thwong. Trong chép nhoang,
ludi dao cua Matthew ké sét tai dira bé.

“Bo ngon tay ra khoi do ngay, thing nhii, khong ta s& xin cai tai ctia mi ddy,” anh kh& noi.

T6i ngac nhién nhin xudng, thdy iy ngon tay thing bé dang co vao chiée tii toi deo bén eo.

6] Matthew lu6n c6 d4u hiéu bao hyc, ngay ca trong thoi dai cta t1, nhung & London thoi Elizabeth, diéu d6 cang dé boc 16 ra ngoai hon. Dit vay, anh
dau can phai chia nanh doc cua minh vao mdt dira nho nhur the chir.

“Matthew,” t0i canh céo, dé y thiy vé kinh hai trén gwong mit dira tré, “dimg lai di”

“Ngudi khic s& ly tai mi hogc kéo 1& mi dén ngay trurde mit quan toa ddy.” Mat Matthew nheo lai, va nit dira bé cang tring béch thém

“Purdi,” t0i git 1én, i cham vao vai dira nho, nhung thing bé chimn ngudi lai Trong chdp nhodng, con mét phu thty cta t0i nhin théy mdt ban tay dan
6ng ning né danh thing bé va quing nd vao tudng. Dudi cac ngon tay toi, than thé thing bé duoc che ddy bang mdt chiéc 4o so mi vai tho. D6 1 tit ca
nhitng gl gitt cho n6 khoi cai rét lanh gid, mau ri ra tir mdt vét bam tim ghé nguoi trén da nd. “Tén chau  gi?”

“Jack, thura phu nhan,” thiing bé thi thao. Con dao ciia Matthew van 4n vao tai n, va ching t6i dang bt dAu thu hit sur chi y.

“Bo con dao gim di, Matthew. Dira bé nay khong giy nguy hiém cho ai trong ching ta ca.” Matthew it lai con dao kém theo mot tiéng rit khé chiu.
“Cha me chau dau?”

Jack nhtin vai. “khéng c6, thua phu nhan.”

“Pua thing bé vé nha, Annie, va bao Frangoise kiém cho no it d6 in ciing quin 0. Cho thing bé it mrdc 4m nira, néu chéu c6 thé, va dua né vao
girong cla Pierre ay. Thang bé trong mét mdi r6i.”

“Emkhong thé nhin nudi moi dira tré lang thang & London ndy, Diana.” Matthew tra con dao gam vao vo that manh.
“Frangoise ¢ thé s& cin ngudi chay viée vit cho ¢6 4y.” T6i vudt ngwoc méi toc thing bé tir trén ra sau dau. “Chéu s& im viée cho ta chir, Jack?”

“Véng, thua ba chi.” Bung Jack phat ra tiéng ting uc nghe thiy 13, va doi mit canh gidc ciia thing bé 1oe én mdt tia hy vong, Con niit phi thity thr ba

cuia t6i md to hon, nhin vao tin khoang da day va d6i chan khang khiu run ray ctia thang bé. Toi it ra vai dong trong vi tién.

“Mua cho thing bé mdt lat banh & chd ong Prior trén duong vé nhé Annie. Théng bé sip quy vi d6i rdi, nhung céi banh s& gitip n6 tru duoc dén lic
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Frangoise c6 thé im mdt bita an dang hoang cho nd.”
“Vang, thua ba,” Annie néi. ¢ bé ném chét canh tay Jack va kéo né vé& hudng Blackfiiars.

Matthew nhiu may nhin bon ho roi di 10i quay ra cau c6 voi toi. “Diéu em dang lam cho thing bé d6 khong phai la sy g[up d5. Thing nhoc Jack ndy —
néu d6 I tén that cia n6, diéu nay thi anh that su nghi ngd ddy — s& khong séng ndi qua niim nay néu n6 tiép tuc an cip.”

“ira bé ndy s& khong song ndi qua tudn ndy trir phi c6 mdt nguoi lon dimg ra chiu tréch nhigm véi n. anh da noi g nhi? Tinh yéu throng, mdt nguoi
truong thanh cham séc ching, va mdt noi ém ai dé nga lung dtng khong?”

“Dimg c6 dung nhing 107 anh n6i dé chong lai anh, Diana. D6 B n6i vé con chiing ta, khong phéi | mbt dira tré bo vo khong nha néo do.” Matthew, ké
trong vai ngay qua da gap gd nhicu phu thity hon hau hét cac ma ca rong tirng gap trong doi, dang soi suc chién dau.

“Em ciing timg [ tré bo vo khong nha ddy.”
Chdng t0i giat 1 lai nhur thé t6i vira tat anh mot c4i.

“Gior thi khong dé dang gat tlnng bé di phai khong?” Toi khong doi anh dap 1oi. “Néu Jack khong dén voi chiing ta, ching ta c6 the dwa n6 thing t6i chd
Andrew Hubbard. O d6 thang bé s& durge cho vira mt cai quan tai hodc bi ding im bita ti. N6 ciing s& ching durgc cham soc tdt hon so vai vie bi
bo niic trén duong phd nay.”

“Ching ta ¢6 dit ngudi hiu 161, Matthew lanh nhat n6i.
“Em c6 thira tién ma. Néu anh khong thé, em s& tra tién cong cho théng bé bing quy riéng ciia em.”
“Thé thi em nén sng tao ra mjt cau chuyén ¢d tich dé tdng thing nhoc d6 vao giwrong ngu.” Matthew ndm chit khuyu tay toi. “Em nghf thing bé s&
khong nhin ra n6 dang song voi ba wearh va hai phu thiy a? Tré con loai nguroi luon nhin thay the giéi ctia cac sinh vt khac nguoi rd rang hon so voi
nguoi lon day.”

“anh nghi Jack s& quan tam ching ta a cai gi néu 16 ¢4 dugc mot mai nha che dau, thirc in trong bung va mot cai girong dé yén lnh gl mdi dému?”
mdt phy nit nhin chim clnm vao chiing t6i vé bdi rdi tir bén kia dudng, Ma ca rong va phi thity khong nén tranh cii ndng nay nhur thé ¢ noi cong cong.
Toi kéo mil trim sup xudng quanh nit.

“Ching ta cang dé nhiéu sinh vt khic ngudi bude vao cude séng ctia minh ¢ noi nay, thi cang doi hoi phai khéo 1éo hon,” Matthew néi. anh phét hién
thiy ngudi phu nit van dang quan sat ching toi lién tha canh tay t6i ra. “Va cang phai khéo 1o gip d6i i voi loai nguoi”

Sau khi viéng tham hai vi phi thity dét trang nghiém, ctmg nhiic, Matthew va t6i rit vé hai phia ctia Hirou Puc va Virong Mién, cho t6i khi tim trang ctia
ching t6i diu lai. Matthew xem dam thur tir ctia anh, gam Ién vdi Pierre va budng ra hing trang nguyén riia chdng lai chinh phii ctia Nir hoang bé ha,
nhitng ¥ thich nhit thdi ctia cha anh, va hanh dong dai dot ctia Vua James nude Scotland. Toi danh thoi gian n6i chuyén véi Jack vé cac bon phan clia
16. Thing bé ¢ nhitng tuyét chiéu khi ndng dng hd, vi tién, va miy g thon nha qué c6 thé bi nd lira tit ca tai san trong nhirg van bai bi mét, nhung nd
lai khong biét doc, viét, ndu an, khau va hay lam bét ctr viée gi khéc kha di c6 thé tro gitp Frangoise va Annie. Tuy nhién, Pierre lai ¢6 himg thii nghiém
tiic voi thiing bé, dac biét sau khi anh chang tim lai duoc cai bua may mén tir i trong chiéc 4o chén cii ciia thing bé.

“di v6i ta ndo, Jack,” Pierre noi, giit cira mo va hat du vé phia cau thang. anh ta dang chuén bi ra ngoai thu thap thu tin dot cudi tir chd nhitng nguoi
cung cap tin ctia Matthew. 10 rang anh ta da c6 ké hoach tan dung vu diém am hiéu vé thé gidi ngam London tir cau nhéc tré tudi cia chiing toi.

“Véng, thua ngai,” Jack dap, giong héo hirc. Thiing bé trong da khoe hon ngay sau mdt bita an.
“khong dugc ¢6 gi nguy hiém dau ddy,” t6i canh céo Pierre.

“Di nhién la khong, madame,” chang ma ca rng hon nhién n6i.

“Y 61 Ia thé ddy,” t6i van lai. “Va dura thing bé vé trude khi trdi t6i nhé.”

Toi dang sép xEp gidy to trén ban Bm vige ctia minh thi Matthew ra khoi phong lam vige. Frangoise va Annie d t6i Smithfield dé gap ngwoi do té Ry thit
va mau, thé nén ca ngdi nha chi c6 ching t6i.

“anh xin 161, mon Coeur,” Matthew noi, vong tay qua eo toi tir phia sau. anh ddt mdt nu hon lén cb toi. “Qua lai gitta hoi d6ng Rede va nit hoang, that Ia
mot tuan dai.”

“Em ciing xin 16i. Em hiéu tai sao anh khong mudn Jack ¢ déy, Matthew, nhung em khong thé phot K né. Thing bé bi thurong va bi bo doi”
“anh biét,” Matthew n6i, kéo t6i vio va dm that chit dén mirc lung t6i vira van ap sat vao ngyc anh.

“anh s& c6 phan tmg khac néu ching minh tim thiy thiing bé ¢ Oxford thoi hién dai dting khong?”” Toi hoi, nhin ddm ddm vao ngon lira chir khong nhin
VAo mit anh.

K& tir sur ¢b voi Jack, t6i bi 4m anh béi cau hoi, lidu thai do cu xir ctia Matthew bit nguénu‘r hé gen clia ma ca réng hay do dao duc séng cuia thoi dai
https://thuviensach.vn



Elizabeth.

“C6 & khong. Ma ca rong song gitra loai mau nong khong phai chuyén dé dang g, Diana a. Néu khong c6 soi day lién két vé& cam xiic, lodi méu néng
ching a gi hon mdt ngudn cung cip chét dinh dudng khong 1A ¢a rong n1ao, ké ca van minh va tir t& dén dau, co thé duy tri khoang cach twong d6i gin
voi mdt sinh vat mau nong ma khong cam tlnyusu thdi thuc mlon an thit ho.” Hoi thd ctia anh mat lanh pha vao ¢ t6i, choc ngwa ngira diing cai vi tri
nhay cdm ma Miriam da ding mau ctia minh dé chita lanh vét thuong do Matthew tao nén.

“anh khong c6 vé gi la mubn anemca.” Chz‘mg ¢6 dau hiéu ndo cho thdy Matthew phai vét 16n v6i mot sy thoi thic nhur thé, ma anh con thing thimg tir
choi nhiing lan cha anh goi y rang anh c6 thé uong mau t6i.

“anh ¢6 thé am chii durge nhig khao khét ctia minh t0t hon rét nhiéu so véi hoi dau ching minh gap nhau. Gity ndi thém khat ctia anh v6i méu ciia em
khong nghiéng nhicu vé van dé dinh dudng nita d¢ ma phai kiemsoat. Viéc an embay gio' can ban [a mot sy xac nhan dia vi thong tri rang ching minh da
két doi”

“Va chiing ta da ¢6 tinh duc danh cho chuyén do,” tdi néi than nhién nhu khong. Matthew la m6t ban tinh ndng nhiét va sang tao, nhung anh rd rang coi
phong ng 14 1anh thd ctia minh.

“Lam on nhéc lai xem nd0?”” anh néi, d6i Iong may nhiu lai cau c6.

“Tinh duyc va sur thdng tri. D i cai ma loai ngudi hién dai nghi v& mdi quan hé clia ma ca rong,” ti ndi. “Céc cau chuyén ctia ho ddy riy canh ma ca
rong nam gioi thong linh dién cudng, ném phy nit 1én vai trurde khi kéo bon ho t6i ban an t6i va hen ho.”

“Bira t6i va hen ho u?” Matthew tho hit ra. “Y emB...?”

“Um anh nén xem nhitng cdi m ban be ca di Sarah ¢ hdi dong ph thity Madison da doc. Ma ca réng gap mot ¢ gii va can, ¢b gai choang vang phat
hién ra that sur ¢ ma ca rong, Tinh duc, may, va thai d§ bao boc thai qua, tit ca nhanh chong dén tiép sau do. mit so trong d6 kha durt khoat.” Toi
ngimg lai. “khong c6 thdi gian dé tim hiéu, didu d6 1a chiic chén. Em khong nhé nhidu Eim tho ca ciing nhu méy diéu nhay.”

Matthew thét Ién. “Thao ndo di ctia em da mudn biét liéu anh c6 d6i khong,”

“anh that sw nén doc thir ny, chi dé biét loai ngudi nght gi thoi. Do 1 mobt con ac mdng duoc luu truyen rong rdi. Con toi t& hon nhing gi phu thiy phal
vurot qua.” Toi quay lai d6i dién voi anh. “anh chéc s& ngac nhién khi biét nhiéu phu nit duong nhu mudn c6 mot ban trai i ma ca rong dén mirc ndo.”

“Chuyén gi s& xay ra néu dam ban trai ma ca rong ctia bon ho cur xtr nhu nhitng ga khon nhén tim trén ph va de doa nhimg dira tré mo c6i chét d6i
ha?”?

“Hau hét ma ca rong dugc hur cau déu co trai tim bang vang, trir viéc thinh thoang gin dit ghen tudng va vi thé ¢6 thé chit ngudi ta ra thanh trim ménh.”
T61 vuot toc va tranh anh mit anh.

“anh khong thé tin ching minh lai c6 cudc ndi chuyén nay,” Matthew noi.

“Tai sa0? Ma ca rong doc sach vé phi thily. Thue té 1 cudn Doctor Faustus ctia Kit that hoang duong, ngay tho ciing khong ngin anh tin huéng mot
céau chuyén huyén thuyén, hay ho va di thuong ma.”

“Dling, nhung tAt ca chuyén d6 1a vac di va roi m tinh. . .” Matthew Fic dau.

“anh da vac em s, ic Ay anh thit quyén rii. Em nhé duong nhur minh d3 dugc nhdc bong kén trong vong tay anh & Sept-Tours hon mdt lin co,” toi chi
ra.

“Chi khi em bi thurong thoi!” Matthew phan nd n6i. “Hay mét moi.”

“Hay khi anh mudn em & mbt noi con em lai dang ¢ noi khac. Hay khi con ngya qua cao, hay chiéc girong qué cao, hay bién qua dong. Thanh that ndo,
Matthew. anh c6 mit tri nhé rat chon loc khi nd phi hop véi anh nhé. Con vé phan lam tinh, khong phai lic nao ciing I hanh dong du yem, diu dang nhu
anh miéu ta. khong nhu trong nhiing cudn sdch ma em thay. D6i khi nd chi hay ho, cing...”

Trude khi t6i kip ndi hét cau, chang ma ca rdng dién trai, cao I6n da quéng toi Ién vai anh ta.

“Chiing ta s& tiép tuc cudc n6i chuyén ndy trong phong riéng.”

“Ciru v6i! Toi nghil chdng t6i 13 ma ca rong!” Toi cudi sic sua va dui mét vao sau lung anh.

“Yén ndo,” anh gAm Ién. “khong thi em s& khién ba Hawley phai tham chién d4y.”

“Néuemma i mot phy nir loai ngudi chir khong phai phu thity, thi 4m thanh gim thét ma anh vira phat ra d6 da lim em bat tinh roi. Em [ cta anh tir
du dén chan, va anh c6 thé lam gi tiy ¥.” Toi cudi nhur ndc né.

“Emda 14 tat ca clia anh ;61',”’ Matthew nhz“'}c t0i va dat t61 lén girong. “Tién ddy, anh dang thay d(‘)@ cdikich ban nyrc cudi ndy. Vi tinh yéu danh cho kha
ning sang tao — khong ké dén nhitng chi tiét ¢d vé thét — chiing minh dang bo qua bira toi va chuyén thang sang hen ho.”
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“Poc gia s& thich mdt chang ma ca rong n6i thé day!”” Toi noi.

Matthew duong nhu ching quan tim den nhitng d6ng gop dudi goc do bién tip ciia toi. anh qua ban ron voi viée nang méy 10p vay ctia toi lén. Ching
61 sdp sira Am tinh ma méic nguyén quin o. Thoi dai Elizabeth m6i tuyét voi Bm sao!

“Poi mot phut! it nhét cling dé em c6i c4i vong don mdng ra da.” Annie da béo cho t0i bict rang, dy i céi tén chinh xéc danh cho céi thir hinh banh ran
vong, giit cho vay t61 day dan va duong bé hon.

Nhung Matthew ching c6 vé gi dinh doi ca.

“Pon moing quéi quy, xudng dia nguc di.”” anh théo dy budc phia trrdc chiée quin chn, tom Iy hai tay t6i, ghim chat phia trén dau toi. Bang mot ¢t
thic manh, anh da & bén trong toi.

“Em khong biét i n6i chuyén vé tic pham hu cu dugc yéu thich s& ¢6 hiéu tmg nhur thé ndy véi anh,” t6i ndi khong ra hoi trong khi anh bét dau chuyén
dong, “Nhé nhac em thdo ludn nd véi anh thurong xuyén

hon d4y.”

sksksk
Ching t6i vira ngdi xudng an t5i thi t6i duge goi dén nha Goody Alsop.
Hoi dong Rede da ném quyén chi dao.

Khi Annie va t6i dén cting véi hai ma ca rong thap ting, Jack 1o d&o phia sau, ching t6i thy ba lio dang dimg trude phong khach cling v6i Susanna va
ba phi thity la mit. Goody Alsop dudi dam dan 6ng t6i quan Con Ngdng Vang va huéng toi dén ciing nhém ngudi bén 1o suéi.

“Pén day ndo, Diana, va gip cac gido vien cua c6 di” Cai bong hénr cta Goody Alsop chi cho t6i mot chiéc ghé t;éng, Ho trong giong mot dammenh
phu thanh thi sung tiic, véi nhitng chiéc vay dai bang len day, trong sic mau miia dong den t6i. Chi ¢ nhitng cai liéc nhin nhoi nhéi ram ran tiét 1§ ho 1a
phu thuy.

“Vay hoi déng VRede d3 tan thanh v6i ké hoach ban dAu ctia ba,” t6i chim rii ndi, cd géng d6n anh mét ho. D& cho giao vién théy n6i so hdi khong bao
g0 1a chuyén tot ca.

“Ho da Q(‘A)ng ¥, Susanna dap voi vé mit xac nhin. “Ba bo qua cho t6i, ba Roydon. Toi ¢ hai dira con trai can phai lo, va mdt 6ng chong qua dm yéu
de co thé chu cap cho chiing t6i. Long t6t ciia mdt nguoi lang gieng cd thé bien mat chi qua mdt dém.”

“Hay dé ta gioi thiéu co voi nhimg nguoi khac,” Goody Alsop ndi, nhe nhang quay sang ngudi phu nit bén phai ba. Ba ta khoang tAm sau muroi, voc
ngudi thip Tin, khudn niit tron xoe va néu ny cudi ctia b ta ¢6 bt cir biéu hién ndo, thi do 1 mdt tinh than phong khoang, “Pay 1 Marjorie Cooper.”

“Diana,” Marjorie dap kém theo mot cai git im cho chiée ¢6 4o xép nép nho ciia ba phat ra tiéng sot soat. “Chao mimg dén cude tu hdi clia ching t6i.””

Khi gip hoi ddng Rede, t6i biét ring, cac phi thity thoi Elizabeth ding tir “tu hoi” ciing nhur cac phi thity hién dai ding cum tir “hdi phi thity” dé chi mot
cong ddng cac phi thity. Gidng moi thir khac ¢ London, cac cude tu hdi ctia thanh phd nay dong thoi ciing tring khép vai ranh gii ctia xtr dao. Mic d
that la king khi nghi &én viée, cac hoi phi thity va nha tho Thién Chia gido & sét bén nhau nhur thé, nghe rat c6 t6 chirc va an toan, vind giit cho céc sy
vu ciia phi thity chi xay ra trong vimg cac khu vire x6m giéng gin ké nhau.

Vi thé nén c¢6 hon mbt trim cac nhém ty hdi & London va hon hai té nita & khu vire ngoai thanh. Gidng nhur céc xir dao, cac nhém phi thity diroc t6
chirc theo cac khu vuc 16n, nhu cac phan khu. Moi phan khu lai cir ra mdt tién boi be trén dé dén hoi dong Rede, 1a t6 chire trong nom tat ca céc su vu
ctia phu thiy trong thanh pho.

Hoi dong Rede dang lo rang, voi nhitng con hodng loan va cude san ling phu thiy von amidang bing phat, hé thong cai quan cti dang ran vo. London
dang bing 10 nhitng sinh vat khac nguoi. Ho d6 vé day mbi ngiy mot nhidu thém. T6i da nghe thiy nhitng 10i ban tan vé quy md ctia nhom hoi Aldgate —
bao gdm hon sau muroi phi thity thay vi murdi ba dén hai muoi phu thiy nhur binh thuong, Nhiing nhém héi lon ¢ Cripplegate va Southwalk cting thé. Pé
tranh bi loai nguoi phat hién, mot vai nhém hoi da bat déu “chia t6” va xé & thanh nhiéu do6i khac nhau. Nhung cac nhom hoi moi voi nhirng ngudi lanh
dao it kinh nghiém hon con dang mo ho Ve cach giai quyét & thoi diém kho khéiin ndy. Cac phi thiy trong hoi dong Rede 1 nhimg nguoi duoc ban cho thi
giac thir hai, tién doan duoc nhiing ric rdi phia trude.

“Marjorie dwroc ban cho phép thuat dét, giéng nhur Susanna. Biét tai ciia ba dy i ghi nhé,” Goody Alsop giai thich.
“T6i khong can cac cudn bi kip hay lich moi ma tit ca cac chi hiéu sach dang rao ban,” Marjorie tur hao noi.

“Marjorie ghi nhé mdt cach hoan hio moi cau than chi na ba Ay ndm bét dugc va c6 thé nhé hinh thé chinh xac clia cic ngdi sao trong timg ndm ba dy

da song — va ca khoang thoi gian ba ay con chura dugc sinh ra.”

“Goody Alsop s c6 khong thé viét ra hét tat ca nhitng gi c6 hoc duoc ¢ day va mang nd di. khong chi gifp ¢6 tim duoc ding tir ngi dé cac phi thity

khac c6 the str dung nhiing cau than chi c6 dat ra, 61 con day ¢ cach lam thé nao dé khong ai co the lay nhitng tir ngit d6 ra khéi c6 duoc.” Hai mt
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Marjorie long lanh, giong ha thap mot cach bia an. “Va chong 01 i ngudi ban ruou vang, Ong dy c6 thé cung cip cho ¢d rrou vang ngon hon nhiéu thir
¢6 dang udng bay gid. Toi hiéu nrou vang rit quan trong dbi voi wearh.”

Toi cuoi thanh tiéng trurde ciu ndi ndy va cac phii thity khac ciing hiia theo. “Cam on ba Cooper. T6i s& chuyén 1 chio hang ciia b t6i chong to1.”
“Marjorie, & dy ching ta i chi em.” Lan nay t6i khong co rim lai khi dwoc goi i chi em ciia mot phi thity khéc.

“Toi 14 Elizabeth Jackson,” nguoi phu nit 16n tudi & phia bén kia Goody Alsop én tiéng. Ba ta & tAm tudi giita Marjorie va Goody Alsop.

“Ba [a phi thity nurde.” Toi cam thiy mdi trong tac ngay khi ba Ay noi.

“Ding vay.” Elizabeth c6 mai toc va doi it mau xam nhur anh thép, cao 1o va thing dudn, con Marjorie thi kin va tron quay. Trong khi nhiéu phu thuy
nuée ¢ hdi dong Rede quanh co, 1 hr6t va nhu dang chay di, thi Elizabeth lai ¢ sy 16 rang, nhanh nhen ctia mdt dong sudi trén nii. Toi cam thay ba s&
luon ndi that véi tdi, thdm chi khi tdi khong muodn nghe di ching nira.

“Elizabeth duroc ban cho tii tién tri. Ba 4y s& day c6 nghé thuat boi cau thiy tinh.”

“Me t6i ciing ndi tiéng v& thi gidc thir hai,” t6i ngdp ngimg noi. “Toi s& vui swéng duge tiép bude ba.”

“Nhung b &y khong ¢ lira,” Elizabeth qué quyét ni, bat dau viée noi én sy thit ngay Bp tirc. “co c6 thé khong tiép bude duge theo me ¢d trong moi
chuyén dau, Diana a. Lira va mrée 1a mdt sy pha tron day uy lwe, mien la ching khong triét ti€u lan nhau.”

“Ching ta s& canh chimg dé chuyén d6 khong xay ra,” phi thiy cudi cing hira hen, quay sang nhin t61. Cho t6i lic do, ba éy van chi y tranh ci nhin
cham chi cua i, Gio t6i co thé thiy 15 Iy do tai sao: ¢6 nhitng 4nh sang vang Jap lanh trong doi it ndu ctia ba va con mit thir ba ciia t6i bat mo trong
trang thai khan cép. Véi tim nhin rong thém do, t6i ¢6 thé thiy quing sang bao quanh ba ta. Pay chiic hin 1 Catherine Streeter.

“Ba tham chi. .. thAm chi con manh hon céc phi thity lra trong hoi dong Rede,” t6i Eip bép.

“Catherine la mot phu thiy déc biét,” Goody Alsop cong nhan, “mdt phu thily Iira duoc sinh ta tir hai phu thily Iira. N6 hiém khi xay ra, méc dii ngay ban
than ba 4y ciing biét ring mot anh sang nhur thé khong thé ndo che gidu di duoc.”

Khi con it thi ba ctia t0i nhéim i, bj 1oa di khi nhin vao vi ph thity ira durge ban phude gap ba lan dy, Catherine duong nhu md nhat dan. Méi toc
ndu cua ba xin di, d6i mat mo t6i lai va gwong mit dep d€ nhung khong gy an tuong dang nhé. Phép thuét cua ba ta nhay trd lai cude song, tuy nhién,
ngay liac d6 ba ta n tieng,

“c6 c6 nhiéu lira hon t6i ky vong ddy,” b ta trAm ngam noi.

“tht d4ng tiéc 1 co Ay khong & day khi Armada dén,” Elizabeth noi.

“Vay do la sur tht u? ‘Ngon gi6 anh’ ndi tiéng da thdi nhirg con thuyén ciia TAy Ban Nha ra khoi bo bién nude anh 1 do cac phi thily goi dén u?” Toi
hoi. D6 1a mdt phan tri thire ctia phu thidly, nhung t6i luon bac bd va coind 1a chuyén than thoai.

“Goody Alsop rat dic hye voi Nit hoang b¢ ha,” Elizabeth tu hao ndi. “Néu co cd & day, t01 nghi chung ta ¢ thé tao ra nude lira — hodc it nhat | mot
con nura hira ay chir.”

“Chiing ta hily chi tim vao viée trudc mit di,” Goody Alsop néi, gio mit tay Ién. “Diana chura tao ra duge thin chi dém cua thy dét dau.”

“Than cht dém u?” t6i hoi. Gidng nhur nhém ty hoi va hoi dong Rede, day a mdt cum tir t6i khong biét dén.

“Than chi dém tiét 16 hinh dang, ndng lyc ctia mot tho dét. Ching ta s& cting tao hinh cho mt vong ban phép. Tir do, ching ti s& tam thoi chuyén strc

manh cta ¢6 da dugce ni long dé tim duong cho ching, khong bi ngan tr6 boi ngdn tir va nhirng mong mud mubn,” Goody Alsop dap. “N6 s& cho ching toi
biét nhidu didu vé ning hrc ctia ¢ va nhimg gi ching t6i phai im dé huén luyén ching, ciing nhur tiét 1o nhu’ng nguoi than can cta ¢6.”

“Phi thity khong ¢6 ngudi than can.” Pay | mot nét tinh cach tyr kiu tir dai khc cta loai nguoi, gidng viée tho phung 4c quy vay.
“Céc tho dét thi c6,” Goody Alsop 6n ton n6i, lim mdt ctr dong hudng vé phia béng hon ciia ba. “Pay a cua ta. Giong nhur tat ca nhing ngwoi thén can,
¢0 ta 1a mdt phan strc manh thémra ctia ta.”

A9

“Toi khong chéic viéc ¢ ngudi than cn fa mot y tudng hay ho trong trrdng hop ctia toi,
Mary va chii gi con. “T6i da c6 di lo Eing roi.”

61 ndi, nghi vé nhitng qua moc qua bi den quit lai, doi giy cta

“D6 chinh 14 Iy do ¢6 némra thﬁp chi dém diy — dé ddi mit voi nhitng ndi so' sau thim trong 1ong nén ¢6 c6 thé lam phép mdt cach ty do. Nhung né co
the 1a mdt trai nghiém dau don day. Co6 nhing phu thiy bude vao vong tron ndy voi mau tée den nhanh nhur canh qua va roi di voi mai toc trang phau
nhu tuyét,” Goody Alsop thira nhan.

“Nhung no ciing s& khong tan nat tréi tim nhur cai dém wearh bo lai Diana va nu6e dang ngép ¢ 4y,” Elizabeth khé noi.

“Hay c6 doc nhu cai dém cd 4y bi nhdt trong long dt,” Susanna n6i kém theo mdt céi ring minh. Marjorie git git du day cam thong,
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“Hay hai himg nhur thoi diém mu phi thity lira kia ¢6 giing m6 banh ¢6 ra,” Catherine cam doan véi t6i, nhitng ngén tay ba chuyén thanh mau cam v6i con
gian dir.

‘Tré.ng s€ tron vao thir ’Séu L2 rudc nén con cach vai tuan nita. Va ching ta dang budc vao giai doan thuan loi cho céc cau thin cha danh cho bon tré
hieu hoc,” Marjorie nhan manh, gurong mét nhan lai vdi vé tap trung khi ba hdi tudng lai cac thong tin lién quan tr bd nhd dang kinh ngac ctia ba.

“Toi da nghi day 1 tuan 1& danh cho bua rin can chir?” Susanna ndi, tay 16i ra mdt cudn lich nho tir trong ti.

Trong khi Marjorie va Susanna théo IuAn vé nhitng thoi gian biéu phép thuét réc rdi, phirc tap thi Goody Alsop, Elizabeth va Catherine nhin chdm chim
Vao toL.

“Ta tur hoi...” Goody Alsop nhin tdi voi vé cong khai suy xét, ngon tay vo nhe Ién mdi ba.
“Chéc chin khong,” Elizabeth ndi, giong nén lai thét khé.

“Chiing ta khong chéit du ctia chinh minh, nhé khong?” Catherine n6i. “Ni thn da ban dii phude cho chiing ta r6i.” Khi néi diéu d6, cgp mit ndu ciia
ba 4nh Ién lién ti1 i mdt chudi nhitng tia sing xanh lyc, vang kim, d6 va den trong chdp nhoang. “Nhung c6 I&...”

“Cudn lich ctia Susanna sai toét ca. Nhung chiing t6i da quyét dinh s& thuAn loi hon néu Diana dét than chi dém cia ¢o ?iy vao thir Nam tdi, dudi anh
trang ludi liém,” Marjorie n6i, vo tay vé vui thich.

“Oi troi,” Goody Alsop thdt 1én, thoc ngdn tay vao 16 tai dé can bt tiéng nhidu on trong khong khi. “Khé thdi, Marjorie, khe kh& thoi.”

sksksk

Ciing v6i nhitng bon phan mai t6i phai am véi nhém hoi khu St.James Garlickhythe, di lai tiép tuc niém himg thi danh cho céc thi nghiém vé thuét gia
kim ctia Mary, t6i nhan ra ban than dang & bén ngoai nhléuthmhon, trong khi Hirou Puc va Virong Mién tiép tyc i trung tim tu tap ctia Bé 1 Bong
démva tru s6 lam viéc ctia Matthew. Nhitng ngudi dua tin dén rdi di voi nhitng bao co va thur tir. George thurong ghé qua an chyre mot bira, ké cho
chiing t6i nghe vé nhing nd Iyrc v6 ich moi nhit ciia anh chang dé tim Ashmole 782. Hancock va Gallowglass thi bo do can giit cta ho ¢ tang dudi, giét
thoi gian hang gio bén 10 suoi cua 61, dn méic ho hang, cho t6i khi do giat duoc tra vé cho bon ho. Kit va Matthew da dat dugc mot thoa thudn ngimg
ban khong méy thoai mai, sau vu viéc voi Hubbard va John Chandler. Diéu ndy c6 nghiia I t6i thurong tim thay nha v1et kich ngdi ngoai phong khach, nhin
dam ddm vao khoang khong xa xam rdi viét mot cach dién cudng, anh ta tyr cho phép ban thin ding ngudn cung cap gidy cta t6i — thire té ny bd sung
thém phién phtrc va kho chiu.

R&i con chuyén Annie va Jack nita. Viée phbi hop cho hai dira tré vao im gia nhén ki mdt cong viée chiém toan thoi gian. Jack, dira nhod ma t6i cho 1
khoang tim bay hogic tam tudi (thing bé khong biét tudi thure ctia nd), thich im cac trd quéi quy, tréu choc c6 gai moi Ién kia. Cau nhoc bam theo Annie
di khiip noi va nhai theo 11 ¢6 bé. Nhu'ngluc nhu thé Annie s& da khoc va chay a0 Ién lau, quangmmhvao giwong nire nd. Khi t6i trimg phat Jack vé
hanh vi ctia 16, théing bé lién hon déi. Tuyét vong mudn c6 vai gior ddng hd yén tinh, t6i tim mdt dng thay san sang day ching doc, viét v Bm tinh, nhung
ca hai dtra nhanh chéng khién anh chang ctr nhan moi tt nghiép Cambridge chay xa, vi ching cir thén tho tréng rdng va hoc hanh lo dang. Ca hai déu
thich di mua ban véi Frangoise, chay quanh London véi Pierre, hon 1a ngoi im va lam phép tinh cong trir nhan chia.

“Néu con ching minh cu xir nhur thé nay, em s& dim chét thing bé mét,” t6i bao véi Matthew, trong mdt khoanh khéc nghi ngoi tai phong lam viéc ciia
anh.

“Conbé s& cur xr glong nhu the emc6 thé chéc chic didu d6. Va em s khong dim chét con bé dau,” Matthew n6i, dit cay bit murc xubng. Ching t6i
van khong thdng nhit duoc vé gidi tinh ctia dtra bé.

“Em da cb thir moi cach. Emda Iy luan, thuyét phuc, Ay long — 6i quy tha ma bét, em thdm chi con mua chudc ching nita.” Nhitng chiéc banh sita ctia
oOng Prior chi cang lam ting thém ning lwong nghich nggm ctia Jack ma thoi.

“Moi béc cha me déu méc nhimg 161 nhur thé',”’ anh cudi ndi. “Em dang cb ging Bmban cua ching. Hay d6i xir v6i Jack va Annie nhur nhitng chi cin
con. Thinh thoang véo miii mdt cai, em s€ thiet lp uy quyén tot hon 1a mdt cai banh thit bam mang lai day.”

“C6 phai anh dang bay cho em céc meo lim cha me Ky tir virong qubc loai vat khong?”” Toi dang nghi dén cac nghién ciru clia anh trude ddy vé lodi soi.

“Nhu thue te ctia chinh anh day. Neu ching tiép tuc 16i song phong dang ndy, anh s& budc phai nhing tay vao, va anh khong véo dau, ma anh can déy.”
Matthew gam gir véi canh cira khi tiéng d6 v loang xoang am 1 vang Ién xuyén qua céc phong, tiép theo I tiéng n6i khdn kho “xin 161 ba chiv.”

“Cam on anh, nhung em chua di tuyét vong dé phai vién dén phuong thirc hudn luyén goi da bao ving dy dau. Chwa dau.” T6i n6i va quay ra khoi
phong.

Trong hai ngay, t6i ding 161 n6i dé day db va quéan ly thoi gian ctia bon tré, cho chiing thAm nhuén tinh trat tir, nhung bon tré can vin dong nhiéu dé kiém
ché sy hiéu dong ciia ching. T6i danh bo lai sach vo, giéy tor dé dan ching di dao trén nhitng con dudng dai, xubi xubng Cheapside va vao ving ngoai
phia tay. Chiing t6i di dén cho cting véi Frangoise va ngam nhitng con thuyén d& hang héa tai Vintry. O d6, ching t6i tudng tuong vé nhirg mién dit —
noi xuat xir cac chuyén hang ndy va suy doan vé nguon goc ciia thity thit doan.

P6i chd doc dudng di, toi cam thay minh khong giéng mdt du khéch nita ma bét diu thiy London thdi dai Elizabeth chinh 1 qué hurong ciia minh.
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Sang thir Bay, ching t6i dang di mua sdm & cho Leadenhall, khu budn ban hang tap pham t6t hang d4u ctia London, thi trong théy mdt ngudi an Xin que
mot chan. T6i moi mdt dong xu ra khoi tii cho 6ng ta trong e bon tré bién mat vao mot cira hang ban mii— noi ching ¢6 the tién hanh cong cude tan
pha — mdt su tan pha dat do.

“Annie! Jack!” Téi goi, tha ddng xu vao long ban tay ngudi dan 6ng, “Ong hay giir Iy cho minh!”

“Ba dang ¢ xa nha qua ddy, ba Roydon,” mdt giong n6i tram trdm cat lén. T6i dung toc gy, quay lai va thiy Andrew Hubbard.

“Cha Hubbard,” t6i thit Ién. Ngudi an xin cach t6i co may phan.

Hubbard nhin quanh. “Ngudi phu nit ctia ba dau r6i?”

“Néu cha dang nhic dén Francoise thi c6 4y ¢ trong cho,” ti chua chét ni. “Annie ciing di cling véi ti. Toi khong ¢6 co hdi dé cam on Cha da giri co
bé dén cho ching to1. c6 bé giip ich rat nhicu.”

“Ta hiéu i ba da gip Goody Alsop.”

Toi khong dap lai s thim do mang tinh cau kéo 16 ranh rinh thé nay.

“K¢é tir khi ngudi Tay Ban Nha dén, ba ta khong nhiic nhich ra khéi nha trir phi ¢6 I do hay ho.”

Toi van im ling trong khi Hubbard curoi.

“Toi khong phai ké dich ctia ba, thua ba.”

“T6i khong ndi Cha nhur thé, Cha Hubbard. Nhung t6i gip ai va Iy do tai sao thi khong phai chuyén Cha can quan tim.”

“Diing thé. Cha chong ba — hay ba nghi vé& dng ta nhur B cha minh nhi? — da thé hign diéu d6 khd rd rang trong 4 thur ctia ong y. Di nhién Philippe cam
on ta di hd trg ba. Nhung vé6i nguoi dimg dau gia dinh de Clermont, nhiing 10i cam on thurong di trude nhitng 1i de doa. Pay 1 mot sy thay doi moi me
trong phong cach cu xtr thuong € ctia cha ba.”

MEit t6i nheo lai canh giac. “Do6 1 diéu Cha mudn w, Cha Hubbard?”

“Ta chiu dung sy hién dién ctia nhirng tén de Clermont bi vi ta phai lam vay. Nhung ta khong bude phai tiép tuc 1am thé néu ¢6 nhitng ric ré:L”
Hubbard nghiéng tdi sat t6i, hoi thd lanh gia. “Va ba dang gay ra rac roi. Ta c6 theé ngii thay n6, ném thay nd. Ké tir khi ba dén, ki phu thuy rat. .. khd
khén.”

“D6 la mot sy trung hop ngau nhién khong may thoi,” t6i n6i, “nhung t6i khong dinh do 161 d4u. Toi duoc rén luyén vé ‘ngh thuat phu phép do dén mirc
tham chi khong thé (dap mdt qua trimg vao bat.” Frangoise dira khoi cho. Toi nhin bi chio Hubbard va bude qua hdn. Ban tay hin vot ra tom iy ¢6
tay toi. Toi nhin xudng nhimg ngén tay lanh o ctia hén.

“khong chi cac sinh vét khac ngudi moi phat ra mii huong, ba Roydon a. Ba 6 biét bi mét ciing ¢6 hurong thom riéng ctia ching khong?”

“khong,” t6i dap, kéo ¢ tay ra khoi cai ndm siét clia hén.

“Phi thitly ¢6 thé biét duoc khi ai d6 n6i dbi. Wearh ¢6 thé ngiri duwoc miii bi mat giéng nhur con cho sin danh hoi duge mii mdt con nai. Ta s& theo dudi
bi mit cua ba t6i tin cting, ba Roydon a, cho diba ¢ ¢0 che giau n6 thé nao dinira.”

“Ba da s%n sang chura, madame?” Frangoise hoi, cau may khi khoang cach gin hon. Annie va Jack dd & bén o Ay, va khi c6 bé phat hién ra Hubbard,
it nd trang béch ra.

“Réi, Frangoise,” ti dap, cudi ciing ciing roi mét khoi cap mit van soc di thudng ctia Hubbard. “Cam on Cha vé 10i khuyén bao va ca thong tin kia
nira.”

“Néu thing bé a qué sirc ddi vdi cac vi, ta s& vui mimg duge chim séc cho nd,” Hubbard 1im bam khi t6i di qua. Toi quay nguoi va sai bude tré lai chd
hén.

“Pimg dong dén nhing gi | ctia 10" Mt ching t0i khoa chéit vao nhau, in ndy chinh Hubbard phéi quay di trurde. Toi tro lai v6i nhom dong hanh 1on
x0n cta minh: ma ca rong, phi thiy va loai ngudi. Jack tréng ¢ vé lo ling va lic nay dang nhap nhomdoi hét chin nay t6i chan kia, nhu thé n6 dang can
nhac dén viéce chay tron. “Chung ta vé nha va thuong thirc mon banh nmy gimg nao,” t6i noi, nam lay tay thang bé.

“Ong ta 14 ai thé a?” Thing bé thi thao hoi.

“D6 Ja Cha Hubbard.” Annie thi thdm that kh& dép lai.

“La ngudi trong cac bai hét 4y a?”” Jack hoi, ngodi nhin qua vai. Annie git dau.
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“Ding thé, va khi 6ng dy. ..”

“Pa 101, Annie. Cac chau da xem duoc gi trong ctra hang mii d6 vay?” Toi hoi, siét Ay Jack chat hon. T6i chia tay vé phia chiéc gio day hang tap phdm
“Pe t6i cam cai do cho, Frangoise.”

“Chéing ich gi dau, madame,” Frangoise ni, miic dit viy ¢ Ay vin dua toi céi gid. “Milord & biét ba da ¢ cing gi ma quy d6. Thim chi ca mii bap cai
ciing khong che giau dugc nd.” Jack xoay dau sang c6 vé hirng thii véi mau thong tin nay. Toi bén ting cho Frangoise mdt cai lir niit canh cao.

“Ching ta drng c6 rudc thém ric rdi,” t6i noi trong khi vé nha.

Tro lai Huou Buc va Vuong Mién, t6i tir giai thoat khoi cai gio xach, 4o choang, ging tay va bon tre, 10i mang mot géc ruou vang vao phong Matthew.
anh dang ngoi & ban lam viéc, cui ngudi trén tap gidy. Tim t6i nhe nhdm trurde hinh dnh gio da trd nén that than quen ay.

“anh van dang & d6 4?” Toi hoi, v6i qua vai Matthew dé dit cie vang trurde mit anh. Toi nhiu may. T gidy ctia anh phit ddy nhimg biéu db X’s va Os,
trong giong nhur cac cdng thitc khoa hoc hién dai. Toi nghi ngd n6 ¢6 lién quan dén hoat dong tinh bao hoac Pai Hoi dong, trir phi anh dang phat minh ra
mot loai mat ma moi. “anh dang lam gi theé?”

“Chi dang thir kham pha mt vai thir thoi ma,” Matthew ndi, truot to gidy ra xa.

“Thir gi d6 vé di truyén hoc u?” X’s va O’s goi cho t6i nhé dén mon sinh vét va nhiing qua dau Ha Lan cta Gregor Mendel. Toikéo to gy lai. O d6
khong chi co X’s va O’s trén trang gidy. Toi nhan ra nhimg chix cai dau tén cac thanh vién trong gia dinh Matthew: YC, PC, MC, MW. Nhiing chit
khéc thuoc vé gia dinh toi: DB, RB, SB, SP. Matthew da v& nhirng mii tén noi gitta cac ca nhn va nhimg duong théng chang chéo noi tir the hé nay
sang the h¢ khac.

“Chéing ¢6 gi nghiém trong ca dau,” Matthew ndi, ngiit ngang suy xét ctia 1. D6 3 mdt cau “khong o1 dap” kinh dién ciia Matthew.

“Em cho réng anh can thiét bi cho ci d6.” O dudi cing trang gidy, mdt vong tron khoanh hai chit cai: B va C — Bishop va Clairmont — con ctia ching
to1. Diéu nay c6 lién quan tdi dura bé.

“Pé rit ra bét ky Kkét uan ndo thi tit nhién A cn cc thiét bi rdi.” Matthew nhic cdc ruou va dua nd 1n modi.
“Vay gia thuyét ctia anh 1 gi?”” T6i hoi. “Néu né lién quan dén con, em mudn biét d6 1a g.”

Matthew bdng ctimg nguoi lai, hai canh miii phip phdng. anh c4n thin dit ce ruou Ién ban va cam Ky tay t6i, dat mdi anh Ién c6 tay t6i trong mot ctr chi
¢6 vé nhu cta tinh yéu thuong dam dudi. Mat anh den tham lai.

“Emda gip Hubbard,” anh ndi vé két toi.
“khong, boi vi em da tim thdy han.” Toi kéo ngudi ra. D6 B mdt sai Jam.

“Dimg thé chir,” Matthew rit giong, cac ngon tay siét chit lai. anh hit vao mdt hoi run run. “Hubbard da cham vao em & chd ¢ tay. Chi ¢d tay nay thoi.
Em c6 bict tai sao khong?”

“Boi vi héin dang cd 161 kéo su chi y clia em,” t6i ni.

“khong. hén ta dang ¢6 gianh ]éy thir i ctia anh. Mach ciia em & déy,” Matthew noi, ngén tay cai 6t én mach mau. Toi run rdy. “Dong méu niy & gan
bé mit da dén mirc anh ¢6 the nh]nthay cing nhur ngi théy mili ctia n6. Nhiét hrong ctia n6 khuéch dai bat ctr mii huong xa la ndo diit & do.” Cac ngén
tay anh khoanh tron quanh ¢4 tay t6i giong mot chiéc vong tay. “Francoise da ¢ dau?”

“Trong cho Leadenhall. Emc6 Jack va Annie di ctng. C6 mt nguoi an xin ¢ do, va...” Toi cam thiy mot thoang dau nhéi rat nhanh. Khi t6i nhin xudng,
¢ tay toi da bi xé rach va méu phun ra tir mot loat nhimg vét khia nong cong cong. Dau rang,

“P6 Ia cach ma Hubbard ¢6 thé nhanh chong iy méu ciia em va biét dwroc moi diéu vé em.” Ngdn tay céi ctia Matthew 4n manh vao vét thuong,
“Nhung em khong thdy anh chuyén dong,” t6i diéng nguoi thdt ra.

Do6i mét den thAm ctia anh 16e 1én. “Em ciing s& khong nhin thdy Hubbard, néu hin ta mudn tin cong.”

C6 I& Matthew khong can phai qua mirc bao vé t6i nhur thé.

“Dlmg dé cho hén dén gan dii dé cham vio em lan nita. Ching ta d 15 rang chwa?”’

Toi git dau, va Matthew bt dau tir tir kiém soat con gian dir ciia anh. Chi khi d kiém soat dugc n6 16i anh moi tra 101 cau hoi ban dau ctia toi.

“anh dang ¢b ging xéc dinh kha ning di truyén chimg cudng méu ciia anh sang cho con ching minh,” anh ndi, mjt thodng cay dAng 16 ra trong giong noi.
“Benjamin c6 tai hoa khén khd d6. Marcus thi khong, anh ghét céi thue t 1 anh c6 thé nguyén ria mdt dira tré vo toi bang ching bénh 4y.”

“anh c6 biét tai sao Marcus va em trai Louis ctia anh ¢6 sirc dé khang d6, trong khi anh, Louisa va Benjamin thi khong khong?” Toi than trong tranh 4m
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chi rang chuyén ndy xay dén voi tat ca cac con ctia anh. Matthew s& ké vdi t6i thém khi — néu— anh ¢6 thé.

Hai vai anh mit di duong nét sic canh cuia ching “Louisa da chét tir lau trwéc khi 6 thé tién hanh cac xét nghiém thich déng. anh khong c6 dii dir igu
dé it ra bat ctr ket luan dang tin cay ndo.”

“Du1 vy, anh da c6 mot gia thuyét,” t6i noi, nghi dén céc biéu db ciia anh.

“anh Juon nghi chimg cubng mau nhur mdt bénh truyén nhiém va tin ring Marcus va Louis c6 kha ning dé khang tur nhién v6i nd. Nhung khi Goody
Alsop 16i cho chiing minh biét chi tho dét méi ¢6 thé mang thai dtra con ctia wearh, diéu d6 khién anh ban khoan, liéu c6 phai anh dang nhin van dé nay
mot cach sai lAamkhong, C6 & khong phal thir gi 6 trong Marcus khang cu lai, ma chinh 1 thir gi d6 trong anh d tiép thy n6, gidng nhu mot tho dét tiép
thy hat giéng ctia wearh, khong gidng bét ky phu nit loai méu néng ndo khéc.”

“Di truyén bam sinh u?”” T6i hoi, ¢d ging bam Iy Iy & cta anh.

“C6 I& thé. Thir gi d6 mang gen kn hiém boc 16 ra khi ca bb va me déu mang gen 4y. anh van nghi méi vé ngudi ban Catherine Streeter clia em va miéu
ta clia em vé ba ta nhur 12 ké duoc “ban phudc gip ba Jan’, nhur thé hé gen ctia ba ta bang cach ndo d6 Ion hon tdng cong cac phan ctia n6 hop lai”
Matthew mau chéng chim dé&m vao cau dd tri tug phirc tap cta chinh minh. “Rdi sau d6 anh bit dau tir hoi, lidu viee em 1 mot tho dét ¢6 tinh ¢d Iy giai
cho néng lrc thy thai ctia em khong. Chuyén gi s& xay ra néuno 1 sy ket hop ctia nhing dc diém gen kin— khong chi ciia emma con ca cua anh nira?”
T6i nhan thiy anh I hai ban tay vao mai toc trong dang vé bdi rdi, mét phurong hudng, dau hiéu cho thiy con cudng mau cudi cing da qua di, t6i king 18
thé dai nhe nhom

“Khi ching minh quay tr vé phong thi nghiém ctia anh, anh s& ¢6 thé kiém tra gia thuyét ndy.” Toi ha giong. “Va khi di Sarah cing c6 Em nghe tin ho sip
tro ghémh badi, ’anh se khépg gip khoé khan gi khi nho ho cho anh mau Iméu — hodc qhér trong em bé ho dau. Ca hai bon ho déu ¢ trong tinh trang ham
muon [Am ba dén khon kho va van ludn mirgn bon tré hang x6m tir nhicu nim nay dé thda méin con them.”

Cudi ciing chuyén do ciing goi Ién duge mdt nu cudi.

“Ham mudn am ba u? that | mot sur biéu 16 thd 16.” Matthew lai gin t6i. “Ysabeau c6 kha niing ciing phét trién ham mudn kinh khing do tir hang thé ky
1oi dy chir.”

“Cha dam nghi dén nita co,” t6i nhin vai chAm choc dép.

Vo nhitng lic nhur thé nay — khi ching t6i néi chuyén vé phén tmg ctia ngudi khéc trude tin tire mang thai ctia minh hon 14 phan tich chinh nhimg phan
g cua chiing t6i voi chuyén d6 — t6i that sw cam thay minh dang c6 thai. Co thé nay vira moi ghi nhn viéc mang mot mim song moi. Ngiy nbi ngly
lién tiép ban ron & Huou Puc va Vuong Mién da khién ching 6 dé dang quén mét ring ching may chbc ching t6i s& duge im cha me. Toi c6 thé di lai
khéip noi nhidu ngiy ma khong nghi gi vé tinh trang co thé minh ca va chi nhé dén khi trong dém tdi, Matthew dit hai ban tay 1én bung t6i king I8 Fing
nghe nhitng du hiéu ctia sy séng moi ndy.

“anh khong thé chiu ndi khi nghi dén em trong hoan canh nguy hiém.”” Matthew kéo t0i vio vong tay anh. “Hay can than, ma lionne,” anh thi tham trén toc
tO1.

“Bm & c4n than. Em hira déy.”

“Em s& khong nhdn ra nguy hiém néu n6 dén voi em ctng mot 101 moi thn thién.” anh kéo ngudi ra xa & c6 thé nhin sau vao miét t6i. “Chi can nhé: Ma
ca rong khong giong loai mAu néng. Bimg danh gia thip cach bon anh ¢ thé gay chét ngudi nhur thé nao.”

sksksk

Loi canh céo cua Matthew vang vong va kéo dai that lau sau khi anh thdt ra. Toi nhan ra minh quan sat cic nma ca rf)ng khéc trong nha dé tim nhitng dau
hiéu nho cho thdy ho dang nghi dén chuyén di chuyen, hay ho dang d6i hoac mét moi, bon chdn hoac chén nan. Cac dau higu thét kho théy va rt dé bo
16. Khi Annie di ngang qua Gallowglass, hai mi miit anh chang ha xudng, che ]ap biéu 16 thém thudng, nhung n6 két thic nhanh dén ndi, t6i da nghil minh
turong turong ra nd, cling nhur ¢6 thé t6i da twong turong ra canh miii phap phdng ctia Hancock khi mot nhom sinh vét mau néng di qua dudi phé.

Tuy nhién, t6i khong twéng twong ra nhitng khoan chi phi giat la cho viéc lam sach mau trén quan 40 ciia ho. Gallowglass va Hancock dang san bétyé
kiém an trong thanh pho, méc di Matthew khong tham gia ctiing ho. anh tu giéi han ban than trong nhiing thir Frangoise c6 thé kiem vé dugc tir chd
nhing ngudi ban thit.

Chiéu thir hai, khi Annie va t6i t&i chd Mary theo thong 18, ti canh gidc v6i moi chuyén xung quanh hon hin hdi méi dén day. Lan nay, t6i khong con
thurong thirc miét mai nhitng chi tiét ctia cudc sdng 6 thoi Elizabeth nita, ma phén doan chéc chin xem ching tdi co dang bi theo ddi hay deo bam khong,
Toi giir Annie an toan trong tim tay, con Pierre giir chat Jack. Chung t6i rit ra duoc bai hoc khé khin d6, rang day 1 hy vong duy nhat dé co thé giit
thing bé khoi “tit mét”, nhu cach Hancock goi. Bat chdp nhitng nd hre ciia ching t6i, Jack vin xoay s¢ dé pham vao mot co s6 nhirng hanh dong trom
cép vit. Matthew da p ra mdt gia quy m6i nhim c6 ging ap ché nd. Jack phai doc sach tti quin 4o mdi ti va thi nhan Am cach ndo nd tinh ¢ ¢6
duoc nhitg mén do sang bong khac thurong d6. Thé nhung viée dy chang am chim budc cac hoat dong ctia thing nho.

Ctr nhin vio nhitng ngén tay nhe bang ciia thing bé thi Jack qué 1 khong dang tin khi & trong ngdi nha day di tién nghi ctia Nit Ba tudc Perrbroke.
Annie va t6i danh tach khoi Pierre va Jack, vé niit c6 bé sang & én trude vién canh duroc tan chuyén dai dai voi ¢ hau gai ctia Mary - Joan cling vai
i tur do thoat khoi sur deo bam khong mong mudn ciia Jack.
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“Diana!”” Mary hét Ién khi t6i budc qua ngudng cira phong thi nghigm cia ¢0. Bat ké t6i bude vao d6 bao nhiéu lan, noi nity chura bao gior thoi khién toi
kinh ngac t6i nghet thd cd, voi nhitng birc tranh ruc 13 trén tuwong, minh hoa cach lam da tao vang. “Dén day no, t6i ¢ thir nay cho ¢6 xem”

“Céi ndy | s ngac nhién ctia ¢6 u?”” Mary cho ring, ¢o Ay s& Am toi vui suéng voi mdt man trinh dién thanh thao vé thuat gia kim

“Ding thé,” Mary dép va kéo cudn sb ghi chép trén ban. “Nhin ndy, gio & ngdy 18 thang mdt, va toi bat dau cong vie vao ngy 9 thang Muoi Hai. N6
mit ding bon muroi ngdy — y nhu cac nha hién triet ¢ hira hen.”

Bén muroi la mdt con sb quan trong trong thuat gia kim va Mary hén da thye hién rét nhiéu lan thi nghiém nay. Toi nhin hr6t qua cac ghi chep thi nghiém
ctia cd va cb gang tim hiéu xem ¢6 dy dang limgi Hai tudn qua, t0i da hoc lom duroc cach viét toe ky cling cac biéu trong mi ¢6 dy ding cho vo sb cac
kim loai va vat chag. Néu t6i hiéu ding thi ¢6 Ay bat dau qué trinh ndy véi mbt ounce bac hoa tan trong cuong thity — thir “nude manh” ctia cc nha gia
kim thudt, duoc bict dén trong thoi dai ctia t6i dudi cai tén axit nitric. Mary cho thém nudce cat vao thir ndy.

“C6 phai day I cach c6 danh dau thity ngén khong?” Téi hoi, chi vao mot nét khéc la.

“Ding thé — nhung chi thity ngan t6i Ay duroc tir ngudn tot nhit & Pirc thoi.”” Mary chi tién khong tiéc tay khi 16 lién quan dén phong thi nghiém cta co
ay, cac chat héa hoc hoac dung cu thi nghiém. c6 ay kéo t6i t6i trude mdt vi du khac ma co éy‘dé yéu cau chat hr()ng voi bat ¢t gia nao: mot chiec binh
¢0 hep I6n bang thiy tinh. N6 trong nhu pha € va khong cé6 mdt diém nao khong hoan hao. Bicu do6 ¢ nghia 13 nd dén tir Venice. Thuy tinh [am & ving
Sussex cia nude anh thuong bi hdng boi nhitng bot tam nho va cac vét den mo. Nit ba tude Pembroke thich d6 ciia Venice hon— va ba ¢ the trang
trai cho no.

Khi nhin thiy thir & bén trong, t6i c6 cim gic ring minh kinh ngac.

mot céi cAly bac phét trién tir mdt hat gidng nho dudi déy chiée binh. Cac nhénh moc ra tir thin cdy, dim chia ra tir phia ip ddy phan trén binh bang
nhig soi bac lap lanh. Cac hat nho li ti & dau cac nhanh ciy khién ta lién tudng téi qua cua nd, nhur thé cai cay nay da ket trai chin va san sang cho vu
thu hoach.

“Cay Dianze,” Mary tw hao n6i. “Duong nhur Chia da tao cam himg cho t6i im ra no dé cho mimg 6. Toi da ¢ thir trong céi ciy ndy truée day,
nhung n6 chua bao gio bén € ca. khong ai nhin thay mdt thir nhur theé nay ma lai c6 thé nghi ngd vé tinh chan that va sitc manh ctia thuat gia kim”
Cay ctia Diana I sur vat c6 thé nhmthay duoc. N6 toa anh Bp lanh va 16n Ién ngay trude mit ti, trd ra nhitng choi non moi lap day khoang khong gian

con lai trong chiéc binh. N6 ching 1 gi hon mdt hon hop bac két tinh hinh cy, mdt mé kim loai chuyén thanh thir trong gidng mdt qua trinh phét trién
thue vat. Didu d6 da lam giam di d6i chiit ban khoan ctia toi.

O birc twong ddi dién c6 hinh con réng ngdi trén mot cai binh — tuong tur v6i cai binh ma Mary da ding dé lamnha cho cdy Dianze. Con rong ngim cai
dudi va nhiing giot mAu ctia nd roi vao thir chat long mau bac bén dudi. Toi nhin hinh anh ke tiép trong loat tranh nay: chii chim cva than Hermes - n6
bay v€ phia hon I€ héa hoc. Chi chim goi t6i nh¢ t6i hinh dnh minh hoa ctia ddm cudi trong cudn Ashmole 782.

7

“Toi ngh ¢6 thé phat minh ra mt phurong phap moi, nhanh chong hon, dé dat duoc cling mdt két qua nhur thé,” Mary n6i, kéo lai sur cha ¥ ciia t6i. ¢6 dy
rut cdy but 1ng tir trén b toc, de lai mdt vét ban & vanh tai. “c6 nghi hinh anh gi s€ hién ra, néu ching ta lam day bac trude khi hoa tan né vao cuong
thiy?”

Ching t6i danh mdt budi chidu dé ban luan thoai méi vé cac phirong phap mdi tao ra cdy Dianze, nhung nd trdi qua qua nhanh,

“T6i s€ gap co vao thir Nam nhé?”” Mary hoi.

“Toi e a da c6 mdt cai hen khac rdi,” t6i noL Goody Alsop mong t6i s& c6 mit & chd ba éy truede Khi nit troi In.

Guong mit Mary xju xubng, “Vay thir Sau?”

“Thir Sau nhé,” Toi dong y.

“Diana a,” Mary ngdp ngirng goi, “c6 khoe chir?”

“Khoe ma,” t6i ngac nhién dap. “T6i co vé dma?”

“Trong c6 xanh xao va mét moi day,” Mary thira nhn. “Gléng nhu hau hét cc ba me, t6i thién vé. .. Oi.”” Mary dot ngdt ngimg lai va khudn niit chuyén

[T

sang tmg hdng rang 1&. Anh mét ¢6 ha xudng bung t6i, rdi lai bay trd lai khudn mit ti. “co dang c6 embé.”
“To6i s& co rat nhidu cau hoi danh cho ¢6 vao vai tuln téi ddy,” t6i néi, cam Ky tay Mary va siét chat ly.
“cd c6 bao lau r6i?” Mary hoi.

“Chura 18u im” t6i dap, thén trong gitt cho cau tra 101 ctia minh map md mot chuit.

“Nhung dtra bé khong thé 14 ctia Matthew. Wearh khong thé 1am cha mot dira tré.” Mary ndi va dura tay 1én chong bén mé vé ban khoan. “Matthew
chao ddén dira bé nay, cho du nd khdng phai ctia anh ay chir?”’
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Mac du Matthew da canh bao trude cho toi ring, moi nguroi s€ méc dinh dira bé thude vé& mHt ngudi dan 6ng khéc, nhung ching toi van chura ban cach
tra 101 nhu thé ndo. T6i danh phai vung chéo khéo chong thoi.

“anh 4y coi nd nhur mau mii ctia chinh minh,” t6i n6i Mot cach chic chén. Cau tra 1 ciia t0i dudng nhu chi Bm ting thém mdi ban tim ctia ¢o Ay.

“c0 that may méin vi Matthew qua vi tha mbi khi chuyén lién quan dén viée bao vé nhiing ngudi cin duge che chd. Va 6 — 6 ¢6 thé yéu throng dira bé
duné dén trai nguoc voi mong muon ctia ¢d khong?”’

Mary nghil ti bi cudng birc — va ¢6 & Matthew d cudi t6i chi dé che chd cho t6i khoi ndi si nhuc, khi mang thai ma con doc than.

“Drra bé vo 1. Toi khong thé tir chdi yéu thuong nd.” T6i can than vira khong phi nhan ciing khong khing dinh nhing nghi ngd cia Mary. May mén
thay, c6 dy thoa man voi cau trd 1oi ctia t6i va theo ding tinh cach, khong tham do xa hon nita. “Nhur ¢ ¢6 thé hinh dung ddy,” t6i n6i thém, “chiing toi
thiét tha mudn giit kin tin ndy cang lAu cang tot.”

“Di nhién rdi,”” Mary dong y. “Tdi s& bao Joan lm cho ¢6 mdt chiéc banh trimg mém, 16 tdt cho mau nhung cling rét ém i ddi voi da day, néu an vao
ban dém trurde khi di ngi. N6 da gitip t61 rat nhiéu trong 1an mang thai cudi va duong nhu 1Am giam nhitng con 6m nghén cua t6i vao buoi sang.”

“T6i that may phurde vi chura bi thé,” t6i ndi trong lic deo ging tay. “Matthew da bao trude v6i t6i I tinh trang Ay s& xuat hign bt cir khi ndo.”

“Hu'm, Mary trim ngam. Mt ¢b thoang 61 lai. Toi cau miy tur hoi, gidr diéu gi dang lam c6 4y lo lang Nhung c6 4y da thiy vé mit t6i va mim cudi rang
13 “c6 nén tranh mét moi. Khi cd dén day vao thir Sau, ¢ khong duoc phép dimg qua lu ma hay ngdi thoai méi trén mot chiéc ghé déu, trong khi
ching ta lam viéc.” Mary sdm soi chiéc 40 choang khong tay ctia toi. “Hay tranh khong khi 4m lanh. Va bao Frangoise d4p thudc cho hai ban chan ¢o
néu ching bt dau phil 1én. T6i s& giri cong thirc im mon banh trimg va cho mdt ngwdi l4i thuyén dira ¢6 v& Hém Water nhé?”

“Chi mit c6 ndm phut di b théi ma!” Toi bat cuoi phan dbi. Cudi cung Mary cting dé t6i di bd v&, nhung chi sau khi t6i cam doan véi ¢6 4y 1 s& tranh
khong chi khong khi 4m udt lanh 1o, ma con ca nude lanh va nhimg tiéng on I6n nita.

Ti do, t01 mo thdy minh ngi dudi thin mdt cai cdy moc Ién tir tir cung cua toi. Nhimg canh cay che chan cho t6i khoi anh tring, trong khi tit trén cao
mdt con rong bay xuyén qua man dém. Khi t6i mit tring, dudi con rong cudn tron, cudn quanh vang tring va thién thé bang bac Ay bién thanh mau do.

Téi tinh gidc trén chiéc giwong trong trai va tAm chin dAm mau.

“Francoise!” Toi hét én, cam thdy mdt con co thit dot ngdt.

Matthew lao dén thay vi Frangoise. Khi dén bén canh t6i, c4i nhin kinh hoang va mét mat trén guong niit anh cang khang dinh ndi so hdi trong 1ong toi.
Ban dang doc truyén Mgt Ma Phir Thizy duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull(dot)Net.

Chuwong 23

“Tét ca ching ta déu da mét nhimg dira bé ma, Diana,” Goody Alsop budn ba néi. “Do 1 ndi dau ma hau hét phy nir déu phéi trai qua.”

“Tét ca w?” Toi nhin quanh ciin phong sinh hoat chung ctia Goody Alsop, trong cudc tu hop ctia céc phi thity khu Garlickhythe.

Nhitng cau chuyén n a0 bt diu vang Ién, vé nhing dira bé mét trong khi sinh va nhimg dira khéc chét khi duoc sau thang hodc sau nam. Toi khong
biét bat ctr ngudi dan ba nao da say thai. Téi cling khong nghi minh phai chiu diéu d6. C6 phai mot trong nhitng ngudi ban ctia toi da chiu dung ndi mat
mat nay ma t6i khong hé biét gi khong?

“c6 con tré va khoe manh,” Susanna n6i. “khong c6 Iy do gi dé cho ring c6 khong thé thy thai mdt dira con khac.”

khong c6 Iy do ndo ¢4, ngoai trir thure té i chong t6i s& khong cham vio t6i Jin nita, cho t6i khi ndo ching ti quay trd vé ving dét c6 thé kiém soat sinh
nd va theo doi viée thu thai,

“C6 18 thé,” t61 n6i kém theo mdt cai nhin vai vo thudng vo phat.

“Ong Roydon déu 16i?” Goody Alsop ling & n6i. Bong hdn ctia ba o ron quanh phong khach. Hinh nhur n6 nghii, ¢6 thé tim thiy anh Ay ngdi bén bé
ctra sO hay trén ndc ti ly vay.

“Ra ngoai lam viée 101 a,” t6i n6i, kéo ch]ec khiin quang di muron chit hon vao ngudi. Chiée khiin ctia Susanna, nd ¢6 miii giong dudng chay va hoa
chamomile, giéng y nhur con nguoi ba Ay.

“T6i nghe ni anh ta & sanh Middle Temple ctng voi Christopher Marlowe t6i qua, ho dang theo mdt tro choi va d6 hét tién vao d6.” Catherine dua hop
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mirt qua i ba mang dén cho Goody Alsop.

“Dan dng binh thurong c6 the tiéu tuy va héo mon khiing khiép vi mit di mot dira con. Toi khong ngac nhién khi wearh thiy chuyén do thét su kho khan.
R&t cude thi bon ho déu rat ¢o tinh chiém hitu ma.” Goody Alsop voi lay mot thir gi d6 mau d6 dang sén sét tir trong hdp mirt. “Cam on ba, Catherine.”

May phu nit ch doi trong yén lang. Ho hy vong t6i s& don 11 moi moc thén trong ctia Goody Alsop va Catherine dé ké cho ho nghe rang Matthew va
t61 dang & trong tinh trang thé nao.

“anh Ay s& 6t thoi,” t6i ndi nhanh.

“anh ta nén & day,” Elizabeth lanh king n6i. “Toi khong thiy c6 Iy do ndo dé sur mét mat ciia anh ta dau dén hon so véi co!”

“Boi vi Matthew d chiu dung mdt trai tim tan v ca nghin nidm rdi, con toi chi moi ba muroi ba ném,” toi ndi, giong t6i ciing lanh liing khong kém. “anh 4y
la wearh, Elizabeth a. Toi c6 wdc anh ay ¢ ddy hon ¢ ngoai kia voi Kit khong? Di nhién la c6. Toi s& van xin anh dy 6 lai Hurou Buc va Vuong Mién vi
loi ich ctia t6i u? Tuyét d6i khong ” Giong t0i cao dan Ién cing voi ndi dau va sur tuyét vong ding tran. Matthew van luon ngot ngao va diu dang vdi toi.
anh da an Gi khi t6i d6i mit voi hang trim gidc mo mong manh vé mot tuong lai bi hity diét khi d4nh mét dira con clia ching toi.

anh 4y dang danh thoi gian & mdt noi ndo khac moi ki didu t6i quan tim

“Ly tri méch béo t6i ring, Matthew phéi c6 cohdi duge dau kho theo cach riéng ciia anh dy,” t6i n6i. “Tréi tim lai béo, anh &y yéu toi cho di ic ndy anh
ay thich dugc ¢ bén ban bé hon. Toi chi wde sao anh dy ¢6 the cham vao t6i ma khong hoi han.” Toi c6 thé cam thay sur hoi hin ay moi khi anh ay nhin
t01, Om t6i 161 nam tay t61. Picu do thit khong thé chiu dung noi

“T6i xin 161, Diana 3,” Elizabeth n6i voi gwong mit ddy vé hdi 1.

“On ca md,” toi cam doan véi ba.

Nhung n6 khong hé 6n teo nao. C6 cam giac ca thé gioi nay that bat ddng va sai trai, nhitng méu séc qua choi sang, nhimg 4m thanh qua Ion khién toi
nhay dung lén. Toan than tréng rdng, cho di1 t6i ¢6 ¢b ging doc bao nhiéu di nita, tir ngit ciing chéng thé ndo giit cho t6i tip trung duoc.

“Chuing t6i s€ gip cd vao ngay mai, nhu da dinh,” Goody Alsop n6i nhanh khi cac phu thiy 16i di.

“Ngay mai u?”” Toi cau miy. “Toi khong c6 tim trang ndo dé lam phép dau, Goody Alsop.”

“T6i khong thé nhém mét xudi tay néu khong tréng thiy c6 dét nén cau than chi dau tién. VAy nén t6i s& doi co khi tiéng chudng diém sau gio.”
skksk

Pém hom d6, t6i cir nhin dam dam vao anh lira trong o sudi, khi chudng diém su tiéng, bay, tam, chin, roi mudi tiéng, Khi chudng diém ba tiéng, ti
nghe thdy mdt 4m thanh vang Ién trén cac bac thang, Nghi ring d6 1 Matthew;, t6i di ra cira. Cau thang vang tanh, nhung ¢ mdt bo dd dugc dit trén
bac thang: mbt chiéc quan sodc danh cho tré con dmngira, mdt nhanh cay nhira rudi va mot 1o gidy vin xoan lai ghi tén mot nguoi dan 6ng trén do. Toi
ngdi xudng mdt bac thang mon tro ra, gom tit ca chiing vao 1ong va siét chit chiéc khan quang quanh minh.

T6i van con dang cb doan xem nhitng mon db tang niy c6 y nghia gl va kim sao ching téi duoc ddy thi Matthew lao vot 1én céc bac cu thang khong
mot tieng dong, anh dirng khung lai.

“Diana.” anh dura mu ban tay én quét ngang miéng, mit anh xanh luc va trong vt nhur nait hd khong gon séng.
“ft nhét anh s& an khi & bén canh Kit,” t6i néi trong liic dimg 1én. “thét tdt khi biét réing, tinh ban ctia anh con ¢ nhidu thir hon 1 tho ca va cd quat.”

Matthew nhAc ban chn di bt 1én bac thang toi dang dimg, anh dimg dau gdi ép t6i vao sat turdng, chin gitt t6i hoan toan. Hoi thés ctia anh ngot lim va
thodng muii tanh kim loai.

“anh s& cim ghét bén thén minh vao budi séng ddy,” t6i binh tish n6i, quay dau tranh di. Toi biét t0t hon hét i im thé, thay vi chay di khi vi méu van con
trén mdi anh. “Péang I8 Kit phai gitt anh lai bén canh cho 61 khi licu thude hét tac dung. khong phai tat ca mau & London ndy déu ¢6 thuoe phién trong do
chir?” Pay da Ia dém thir hai lién tiép Matthew ra ngoai vdi Kit va vé nha trong trang thai phé thudc thé nay.

“khong phai tat ca,” Matthew rén khé, “nhung d6 1 cach d& dang nhat dé trai qua chuyén ny.”

“Nhitng thir nay | cai gi?”” Toi gio chiéc quan sodc, nhanh nhira rudi va cudn gidy én.

“Ching I danh cho em,” Matthew néi. “C6 nhiéu mon hon thé dén hang dém Pierre va anh thu thip ching trude khi em thirc ddy.”

“Chuyén niy bt dau tir khi nd0?” T6i khong con t tin dé néi gi thém nira.

“Tir tuan trude — tuan em gip hoi dong Rede dy. Hau hét i nhimg 10 thinh cAu gitip d5. Vi em— tir thir Hai d c6 nhitng mon qua danh cho em rdi.”
Matthew chia ban tay ra. “anh s€ lo vu nay.”
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Toi dt tay minh Ién tim. “Chd con lai dau r6i?”

Miéng Matthew mim chét lai, nhung anh van chi cho t6i chd anh dang cét glau chiing — trong mt chiéc hop & gac mai, duoc nhét dudi gam céi ghé bang,
Toi xem Iu6t céc thir dung bén trong, My thir ndy khong hiéu sao kha giong nhiing mon Jack 16i tir trong i ra moi toi: khuy 4o, nhimg méu ruy bang,
mdt manh bét dia bang sanh, ciing ¢6 ca nhitng mo toc va hang ta miu gy viét nhirng cai tén nguéch ngoac. Mac du ching hau nhur v hinh trude it
ngudi thudng, nhung toi ¢6 thé trong thiy nhing soi ddy tua tia, treo ing Eing & mbi mén bau vat nay. Tat ca déu dang doi duge bude lai, lién két voi
nhau, hodc khong thi cling va viu lai.

“Pay | nhitng yéu cau im phép.” Toi ngude 1én nhin Matthew. “anh khong nén gidu em chuyén nay.”

“anh khong mubn em trinh dién Am phép cho moi sinh vét trong thanh phé London nay,” Matthew n6i, mét anh t5i thim lai.

“Thé 4, em ciing chéing mudn anh ra ngoai an mdi t6i trude khi di uér}g ruou voi ban bé! Nhung anh I ma ca rong, vy nén d6 14 didu thinh thoang anh
can phai lam,” t6i van lai. “Em 4 pht thiy, Matthew a. Nhiing yéu ciu giong thé nay phai duoc xir Iy can thin. sur an toan ctia em phy thude vao nhiing
moi quan hé voi lang giéng cuia chung ta. Em khong thé di an trdm thuyen giong nhur Gallowglass hay gam gir voi moi ngudi dugc.”

“Milord.” Pierre dimg & d4u kia gic méi, noi mot c4i thang hep viin xoén dan xudng 16i ra 4n phia sau nhing cai méng giit khong 16 ciia cac ba tho giit.
“Gi co?” Matthew it kién nhAn quét lén.

“Agnes Sampson da chét.” Pierre trong c6 vé sg hai. “Ho dua ba ta t6i Castlehill & Edingburgh vao Chii Nhat, thit c6 ba ta sau d6 hoa thiéu.”

“Chuia o1.”” Matthew tai nhot di.

“Hancock ndi ba ta da chét hoan toan tru6e khi cti duge cham lira. Ba ta s& khong camthiy gi c4,” Pierre ndi tiép. D6 a mot dac an nho nho ma khong
phai ic ndo mot phu thiry bi ket éq ciing dugc ban cho. “Ho tir choi khong doc thur ctia ngai, n]ilorq. Hancock duogc bao rang, hily d€ méic chuyén chinh
tri ctia nguroi Scot cho vua Scot, néu khong, ho s§ dong dinh anh ta khi anh ta 16 mét & Edingburgh Ian sau.”

“Tai sao ta khong thé sira chira chuyén ndy chr?” Matthew bing nd gidn di.

“Vay hoa ra khong chi chuyén mit dira bé khién anh hudng t6i sur t5i tim & Kit. anh ciing dang trdn tranh cac sy kién xay ra & Scotland.”

“Cho du anh c6 ging dé lam diéu dling dan dén mirc ndo dudng nhu ciing khong the phé v cyc dién déng nguyén riia ndy,” Matthew n6i. “Trude day,
voi tur cach 14 déic vy cta it hoang, anh da hai long trude nhitng van dé rac 161 ¢ Scotland. V6i tur cach Ia thanh vién DPai Hoi dong, anh coi céi chét cua
Sampson la mdt cai gia chap nhan duoc dé tra cho viéc duy tri tinh trang can bang ndy. Nhung gio...”

“Gi0 anh da cu6i mot phu thiy,” t61 noi. “Va moi thir cd vé déu khac trude.”

“Diing thé. anh bj ket giita nhitng diéu anh timg tin twéng va nhimng gi g10 day anh tha thiét mudn nim giir nhit, nhitng diéu c6 thoi anh timg tur hio bao
vé nhur tin diéu va tAm trong dai clia nhitng gi anh khong con biét 15 nira.”

“T6i s& trd vao thanh phd,” Pierre ndi va quay ra cira. “C6 thé con kham pha thém nhiéu chuyén khéc nita.”

T6i ngim nhin guong it mét moi clia Matthew. “anh khong thé mong doi hiéu dugc tét ca cac tin bi kich cude doi, Matthew a. Em cling wéc gi ching
minh van con c6 dira con. Va embiét ngay Iic ndy day, dicu d6 duong nhur i v6 vong, nhung khong 6 nghiia i ching con tuong lai dé ching ta huéng
to1— mdt trong lai ma noi d6 con céi va gia dinh ching ta dugc an toan.”

“mot lan say thai som trong qua mnh mang thgi gan nhu luén 1 d4u hiéu cho thiy ¢ di tat di truyén lm cho bao thai khong thé séng s6t diroc. Néu
chuyén d6 xay ra mot lan. ..” Tiéng anh lim dan di.

“C6 nhitng di tat di truyén khong am ton hai dén dtra bé,” t6i chi ra. “LAy em am vi du ddy nay.” Toi chinh I mdt quai vat di thuong, voi cac cip DNA
khong tuong xtmg.
“anh khong thé chiu dung duoc viée mit mdt dira con ndo nira, Diana a. anh chi. .. khong thé.”

“Em bit m.” Toi mét r dén tan xurong cdt va chi mubn c6 mdt gidc ngi king quén nhur anh thoi. Toi khong bao gior biét miit dira con ctia minh nhur anh

biet Lucas va noi dau ny van khong thé nao chiu noi. “Em phai c6 mit ¢ nha Goody Alsop vao sau gio toi nay.” Toi ngudce én nhin anh. “anh s€ lai ra

ngoai voi Kit a?”

“khong,” Matthew kh& ni. anh hon uét 1én moi toi ddy vé hdi tiéc. “anh s& di cling em”

sksksk

Matthew qua thure lam diing nhur 161 anh n6i, thap ting toi t6i chd Goody Alsop 1di di ti quan Con Ngdng Vang voi Pierre. Bing phuong thire lich thiép

nhat c6 thé, cac phu thiy gidi thich rang wearh khong dugc chao dén. Viee dura mot thy dét trai qua bude than chi déman toan yéu cau huy dong mot

nguon nang hrong phép thuat si€u nhién rat 16n. Wearh sg chi lam can tré' ma thoi.

Di Sarah ciia t6i chic s& hét strc chii y vao cach Susanna va Marjorie tao vong tron thiéng. mdt s vat chat va dung cu khac ho ding 1 quen thude — nhur
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mumho réc trén van san dé thzmhtaykhongglan nhung nhing thir khac thi khong. D6 nghé phi thitly ctia di Sarah gdm hai con dao nhd (0t ¢o tay
cam mau den con con kia mau tring), cudn bi kip ciia nha Bishop cting v6 s6 céc loai thao duoc va cdy co. Cac phu thily thoi Elizabeth can nhiéu db vat
phong phu va da dang hon dé thirc hanh phép thudt, bao gdm ca nhig cay chéi nira. Toi chura bao i tréng thiy phui thity ciing v6i mot cy chdi, ngoai
trir trong I& Halloween, khi bon ho dang lam & de rigueur, di ciing nhitng chiéc mii chop nhon.

MBbi phi thily ctia nhoém Garlickhythe mang theo mot cy chdi dic biét ciia riéng minh t6i nha Goody Alsop. Cy chdi ctia Marjorie rét thoi trang, Bm tir
cac nhanh cy anh ddo. trén dinh can chdi, con duoc cham khéc hinh trang tri va biéu twong. Thay vi cac soi r& nhu binh thrdng, Marjorie da budc
nhing cay théo duoc kho va nhitng canh non vao than chinh mot thin cay chia ba thanh nhitng canh khéng khiu. Ba bao t6i ring, cac cdy thao duoc niy
rat quan trong ddi véi phép thudt ctia ba — co long nha dé phé bia yém, hoa ctic voi nhimg bong méu tring va vang ding am thudc dé di kém voi ning
Iue bao hd, vé vitng chéic ciia nhimg chiéc 14 huong thao miu huc xdm ding dé thanh tay va lim sach. Chiéc chdi ctia Susanna diroc m tir cay du, von
14 biéu turong ciia cac giai doan trong cude doi, tir khi sinh ra cho t6i lic chét di va lién quan t6i chuyén mon ctia ba, vi tur cach 1 mot ba da. Vi thé,
chiéc chdi ciing vy, nd cd mdt bo thye vat duoc bude & phia dau, nhitng chiée 1 ludi rin xanh non mon mon danh dé chita lnh vét thirong, nhing
bong clic tring thién vé ning lue bao vé, nhimg chiéc 14 ¢6 bong ciia cy clic bac gip cho strc khoe tot.

Marjorie va Susanna can than quét mudi theo chiéu kim dong hd cho t¢i khi nhing hat mudi nho trai déu khéip timg centimet trén khéip san. Marjorie giai
thich nuoi khong chi tay sach khong gian mé con lam nén cho sttc manh cuia t6i khdng bi tran ra thé gidi mdt khi nd durgc i trdi hoan toan.

Goody Alsop phong kin cira sd, cira ra vio — tham chi ca ng khéi. Nhimng hdn ma trong ngdi nha duoc cho hra chon, tranh di & giita cac thanh rim
trén mAi nha hoc tim mdt chd tri 4n tam thoi noi gia dinh sdng & nha dwdi. Céc hdn ma khong mubn bi 15 mét bt ctr diéu gi, va c6 hoi ghen ty voi céc
bong hon, ké chéng ¢6 lra chon nao khac ngoai viéc & bén canh céac ba chi, nhe nhang di chuyén quanh cac thanh xa, ban tin xem liéu ¢6 cu danndo &
phd Newgate ¢6 duoe mot khéic yén binh vao Ic nay, khi bong ma am énh ctia nit hoang Isabella thoi Phuc Hung cling ké giét ngudi mang tén Phu nhén
Agnes Hungerford da quay lai c&i v m1i

Elizabeth va Catherine trdn an tam trang bdn chdn lo Eing ctia t6i — va tranh cac chi tiét khing khlep vé nhitng hanh dong khing khiép cing cai chét cta
phu nhén Agnes — bang cach chia sé vé cac cude phiéu hru phép thudt xura kia ctia ho rdi tim hiéu nhiing chuyén phiéu lru ctia chinh t6i. Elizabeth bi 4 4n
twong boi cach toi dan dong nurée chay bén dudi viron tréi cdy cia di Sarah, hit nd 1én 1ong ban tay minh tao thanh timg giot ndi tiép nhau. Con
Catherine suéng mé khi nghe t6i ké vé cdy cung va miii tén ning trich nhur thé ndo trong hai ban tay t6i ngay trudc lic ira phi thity phong ra.

“Trang Ién rdi,” Marjorie n6i, khudn niit tron vanh vanh ctia ba tmg hong Ién cting véi vé dé chimg. Céc canh cira chop duoc dong lai, nhung khong ai
trong cac phu thity hdi han gi ba.

“Pén gio 161 ddy,” Elizabeth thic giuc manh ms.

Mbi phil thity di tir goc nay 61 gc kia can phong, bé mdt nhanh non tir cay chdi ctia minh xudng va dt n6 vao do. Nhung khong chat thanh nhimg dong
16n x0n, ho sép xép cac nhanh cay non chdng 1én nhau va tao thanh mot ky hiéu, ngdi sao nim canh ctia phi thily.

Goody Alsop va i tién t6i vi trf ciia minh ¢ chinh giita vong tron. Méc di khong nhin thiy duoc ranh giéi ciia n6, nhung diu d6 s& thay ddi khi cac phi
thury khac chiém lay vi tri dat trude cta ho. Khi ho da vao ding cho, Catherine 1am nham doc mdt cau than chi va mdt duong lira vong cung di chuyén
tir phu thity nay sang phu thiy kia, bao kin vong tron.

Sirc manh dang Ién giita tam vong tron. Goody Alsop da bao cho t6i biét ring, nhitng gi ching t6i dang am tdi nay 1 cAu khan nhiing phép thuat co
xura. Rat nhanh, 1an séng nang hrong biing Ién Ay bi thé chd bai mot cam gidc ram ran, birt riit, vd nhe, giong nhur hang nghin céi liéc nhin ctia phi thy.

“Hay nhin quanh c6 bang con nit ctia phi thity di,” Goody Alsop néi, “va ndi cho ta biét ¢o thiy gi.”

Khi con it thir ba ciia t6i m ra, 161 hoi mong doi trong thiy chinh khong khi kia ciing chuyén héa thanh sur séng, moi phén tir déu tran day néng hyc.
Thay vao d6, cén phong lai tran day nhitng soi to phép thuat.

“Nhitng soi chi to,” t6i n6i, “nhur thé thé gidi niy chiing hon gi mdt tim tham théu.”

Goody Alsop git dau. “c6 1 mot tho dét bi rang bude voi thé gidi xung quanh va thiy n6 trong hinh déng nhig soi to cing sac mau. Trong khi c6 mjt

vai nut t‘lﬁt qkiém ché sirc manh phép thuét cta 6, thi ciing ¢ nhitng thir khic hirdng sirc manh trong méu c6 t6i bén nguyén b tir nhién va nhitng bi an
Wi dai nam an dudi ching.”

“Nhung t6i khong biét im cach ndo dé bao ching tach ra.” Hang trim soi to co xat vao vay 4o trén ngudi toi.

“c6 s& nhanh chong kiém nghiém duge ching thoi, gidng nhur chim non thir bay bang d6i canh ciia n6, dé kham pha nhitng diéu bi mat ching danh cho
¢6. Gior thi ching ta s& chi don gian 14 cit ching di thoi, dé cho ching ¢6 thé quay lai c6i troi cho 6. Khi t6i cit cac soi to, ¢d phai khang cu lai cam gidc
thoi thiic mubn ndm Ky strc manh quanh minh. Béi vi i mot thy dét, ¢ s& mudn han gin lai nhitng gi bi pha v&. Hay mic cac y nghi duoc ti do va dé
dau oc tréng rong. Hay dé cho strc manh d6 tir hanh dong.”

Goody Alsop tha canh tay t6i ra va bt dau dét cau than chi cua ba voi nhirng &m thanh nghe khong glong nhu dang n6i ra nhung lai quen thude dén la

ky. Mdi 1i thdt ra, 6 lai trong thiy nhimng soi chi nhd bé sa xudng quanh ngudi va xody tron. mot tiéng gam thét bén tai toi. Nhw mdt ménh kénh, hai

canh tay t0i tudn theo &m thanh kia, ning Ién va dudi thang ra, cho t6i khi t6i dimg dung ¢ tur thé hinh chir T mi Matthew da dat t6i dimg trong nha

Bishop khi t6i rit nude tir dudi mit dat & vuon an trai cii cua di Sarah.

Cac soi to phép thuat — tht ca déu 14 nhig soi chi ddy strc manh ma t0i co thé muon nhung khong thé ném gir — ching truon tré vé phia t0i nhur thé

duoc lam tir vun sat, con t6i chinh 13 mdt thoi nam chdm. Khi chiing dén niim trong hai ban tay, t6i phai vét 1on chong lai sy thoi thic mudn nam tay lai.
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Khao khat mubn lam diéu d6 thét qué manh me, ding nhr Goody Alsop da dy doén true, nhung ti dé cho ching truot trén da minh nhu nhing soi
ruy bang bang sa tanh trong cau chuyén me t6i da ké ngay bé.

Moi chuyén dién ra nhur Goody Alsop d4 néi. Nhung khong ai tién doan duoc nhitng gi ¢6 thé xay ra khi sirc manh ctia t6i thanh hinh, va cac phu thiry
dimg xung quanh vong tron cd ging chdng try ban thin khi gip phéi diéu khong biét 5. Goody Alsop da canh béo t6i ring, khong phai moi tho dét déu
tao dugc hinh bong hdn thin thude tiy thin trong cau thin cha dém, vy nén t6i khong trong mong né xuét hién. Nhung cude doi toi trong miy thang qua
da day t6i ring, nhitng gi khong mong doi lai thrdng c6 khéa ning hay xay ra khi c6 nit toi.

Tiéng gAm thét dur doi hon va bau khong khi bi khudy dong. mdt qua cAu ning lrong xody tron, treo lo img thing hudng trén dau ti. N rit st manh
tlr céin phong, nuot hét vao trung tim giong nhur mdt cai 10 den. Con mit phu thity ctia t6i dong chit lai trude canh twong md mit nhu mét nurde bi khudy
duc 4y.

C6 thir g d6 nd ra r6i co lai theo nhip giita con bdo. N6 kéo giéin ra r6i tiép tuc hinh thanh mdt cai bong tbi mo. Ngay e d6, Goody Alsop dot ngdt nin
lang, Ba nhin t6i mdt 1an cudi cung, that lau, trude khi dé méc t6i mot minh & trung tAm vong tron.

RO xuét hién mdt doi canh dép dap, mdt cai dudi c6 nganh ve vay va mdt hoi thd wét at, nong bong liém qua mé t6i. Sinh vét trong subt ¢6 c4i dau rong
bay lo Itrg trén khong, d6i canh sang ruc dap vao xa nha va xua nhitng bong ma chay tir tan tim cho nap. N6 chi cé hai chin cling vai mong vuot cong
cong trong day chét choc, y nhur may cai nganh nhon hodt trén chiec dudi dai ciia no.

“N6 ¢6 bao nhiéu céi chan thé?” Marjorie hoi véi vao vi tir vi tri ctia ba 4y khong nhin thdy 3. “Chi ld mot con rong thoi phai khong?”
Chi 1d mdt con rong u?

“N6 1a mit con réng Itra,” Catherine ban khgén néi. Ba nang hai canh tay lén sin sang némra mjt cau thn chii bao vé, néu con vat kia dinh tAn cong,
Hai céanh tay Elizabeth Jackson ciing di chuyén theo.

“Doi da!” Goody Alsop hét Ién, ngiit ngang qué trinh m phép ciia ho. “Diana van chura hoan thanh viée dét thin chi. C6 18 ¢6 Ay s& timra cach thudn
héa nang ta.”

Thuan héa néng ta u? Toi ngd vire nhin Goody Alsop. Thém chi, t6i con khong chidc chéan figu sinh vt trude mit t0i | mdt dang vat chét hay thuc thé ¢6
linh hon. ¢6 nang ¢ vé 1a that, nhung t6i lai c6 theé nhin xuyén qua nd.

“Chau khong blet phai lam gi nita,” t6i noi, bét dAu cam thay hot hoang, Mdi cai dap canh cta sinh vat nay lai mang dén mot man trinh dién nhitng tia lira.
Tan lira roi xuéng khéip phong,

“mdt vai cau than chi khoi ddu bang mdt ¥ tudng, nhitng céi khac lai la mOt sur nghi van, Co rat nhidu cach dé nghii vé nhimg gi xay dén tiép theo: thit
mot cai nitt, xoan mot soi day thirg, thdm chi | ren mot soi xich giong nhur cdi ¢6 tao ra dé nodi gitta ¢6 va wearh ctia c6 ay,” Goody Alsop n6i voi giong
diéu ha xudng ém ai hon. “Hay dé strc manh di chuyén qua nguoi c6.”

Con rong lira gﬁmﬂlén it kién nhAn, miy ban chin ctia n6 viron vé phia t6i. ¢6 nang mudn gi chir? Co hoi nhic t6i én va mang tdi ra khoi ngdi nha u?
mdt chd dé chiu dé né dau xuéng cho ddi canh nghi ngoi u?

San nha phia dudi toi nirt ra.
“Tranh ra nao!” Marjorie la Ién.

Toi di chuyén vira kip ltc. Thodng chéc, mdt c4i mim ndy lén tir ding chd t6i vira dimg, Than cAy vuron cao, chia thnh hai nhénh cimg cép va dam
canh ra xa. Choi non nay nd thanh nhirng chi€c 14 xanh, roi thanh nhitng ny hoa trédng va cubi cting la nhitng tréi chin mong do. Chi trong vai gidy, t0i da
durng dudi mot cai cay hoan toan trudng thanh, dang cung lic nd hoa keét trai.

Hai ban chéan con rong lira quip By vai canh cay cao nhét. Thoang céi ¢6 vé nhur ¢ nang da nghi ngoi & do 1di. mot canh cdy phat ra tiéng ring réc. Con
rong lira lai nang minh 1én khong, mot miu canh cay l6m chom vuong vao dudi nd. Cai ludi cua c6 nang rong lra the ra phong Itra, céi cay bung chay.

C6 qua nhiéu d6 dé bt lira trong phong — san nha va d6 dac bang gd, vai voc quin 4o cac phi thity méc. Tét ca nhitng gi ti c6 thé nghi | phai chan lai
ngon lira dang lan ra. Toi cn nurée — rit nhidu mrdc.

Cam gidc ban tay phéi néing triu. Toi nhin xudng, hy vong thiy mdt cai x0. Nhung thay vao do, toi lai dang nam mot cdy cung. Lira phi thity. Nhung ¢6
thém Itra thi c6 gi tot co chia?

“khong, Diana! Pirg ¢b dinh hinh cau thin chi ddy!” Goody Alsop canh céo.

Toi ¢b ging i bo cac ¥ nghi lién quan dén mura va song hd. Ngay khi t6i im thé, ban néing lai ln 4t va hai canh tay t6i ndng t6i trude, ban tay phai kéo
ra sau. Ngay khi cac ngon tay nha ra, mot mii tn bay vao ding tdm cai cay. Ngon ira phong vot Ién cao va rat nhanh, lam t6i 16a mat. Hoi nong diu
xuong khi tam nhin ctia t61 rd trd lai, t6i thdy minh dang ¢ trén dinh mdt ngon nii durdi bau trdi sao ménh mong. mdt vang trang hrdi liem 16n treo lung
chirng noi chén troi.
“Ta dang doi con déy.” Giong n6i ctia nit than thoang qua nhur mot kin gié nhe. Ba méc mdt chiée 4o choang mém mai, méi toc d6 xudng nhur mot dong
thac sau lung ba. khong thay bong dang nhirng mon vii khi thurong thy, nhung mdt con cho to lon bude ém nhur ru t6i bén canh ba. N6 1on va den dén
nrc c6 thé 1a mot con s6i thi ding hon.
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“Neguoi.” mot cam gidc khi€p so vay xodn By tim toi. Toi vén ché doi gip nir thin ké tir i mét di dira bé. “C6 phéi nguroi mang dira con cita con di dé
doi lay vi€c ctru song Matthew khong?”” Cau hoi bat thot ra wvira gian dit lai vira c6 phan tuyét vong,

“khong. Mon ng d6 da duge dinh doat. Ta da Ry di mdt thir khac roi. mdt dira tré da chét khong ich gi véi ta cd.” Doi miit ciia i tho san xanh ngdt nhu
nhitng choi non dau tién ctia cay lieu khi vao xuan.

Mau toan than t6i lanh ngit. “Ngudi da iy di mang séng ctia ai?”
3 LC On. 2
“Clia con u?” Toi diéng ngudi thdt én. “Con da. .. chét rdi u?”

“Di nhién I chua. Nguoi chét thue vé ké khic. Nguoi sdng moi I thir ta kiémtim”ﬂGiQng 16i ctia nit thy san lic nay xuyén thiu va toa sang rang ngoi
nhu &nh trang. “Con da hira hen ta c6 the lay di bat ctr ngudi nao — bat cir thir gi — dé doi lai mang song cia ngudi con yéu. Ta da chon con. Va ta con
chura xong viéc voi con dau.”

Nir than ki lai. “Con da ting cude doi con cho ta, Diana Bishop. Gio da dén lic ding dén né roi.”

mot tiéng 30 phia trén du bao dong cho 01 vé s hién dién cta con rong lira. Toi ngwde nhin kén, ¢d phan biét hinh dang nit thén véi mit tréang. Khi t6i
chdp mt, hinh dng ba da hoan toan b1en mét trude tran nha ciia Goody Alsop. Toi da tr6 lai ngdi nha cta phu thiy, khong con ¢ trén dinh ddi can cdi
ciing voi nir thin nita. Cai cay da bién mét va chi con 1 mt dbng tro tan. T6i lai chép mét.

Rong lira chop it dap tra t6i. D6i nit ¢6 nang budn b va that quen thude — den ly, voi hai trong mit mau bac chir khong phai mau tring, Lai mit
tiéng gao choi tai khéc, n6 nha mong vubt ra. mdt canh cdy gidng nhur than miii tén roi xudng canh tay t6i. Cam gidc nd niing hon kich thude thye .
Rong Itra kha Fic I dAu, nhimg 1n khoi tir hai 16 miii n6 phun ra. Téi bi cam dd mubn v6i én cham vao n6, ban khoan khong biét da n6 c6 dmép va
mém mai nhu da réin, nhung diéu gi 46 ndi véi t6i ring c6 nang s& khong chao dén hanh dong dy. Toi khong muén imné giat minh. N6 c6 thé giat ki va
thoc dAu qua méi nha. Toi da lo Fing v& hién trang ngdi nha ctia Goody Alsop sau vu cai ciy va d4m lira.

“Camon nhé,” t6i thi thAm.

Rong lira dap lai bang mot tiéng rén ri khe kh&. P6i mét miu den-bac ciia ¢ nang trong tht ¢d xuwa va khon ngoan khi chim chi quan sat t6i, cai dudi
quét ngang quat doc vé trimngam. N sai canh dang rong hét mirc trude khi thu ching lai quanh than minh va mo dan di.

Tét ca nhimg gi con lai cla rong lira i cam giac rAm ran nhoi nh6i trong 1ong ngwre. Chiing 101 V6i toi rang, bang cachnao do c6 nang da ¢ trong toi va
cho doi cho t6i khi t6i can n6. Vi stre niing triu do co con vét ndy trong ngudi, t6i khuyu xudng trén hai dau gdi. Canh ciy roi cach xubng san nha, cac
phu thity d6 x6 toi.

Goody Alsop t6i vi t6i dau tién, ba vong hai canh tay giy gudc 6m toi sat vao ngudi. “Con lamtot Jam, con ctia ta, lim tot Fim,” ba thi thim. Elizabeth
Kkhum bén tay va thi thAm vai 161, bién n6 thanh mot c4i mudi ndng bang bac day nurde. Toi udng t6i khi can nurde, nd quay trd lai thanh mot ban tay.

“that 1a mot ngay trong dai, Goody Alsop,” Catherine n6i voi gwong mit rang & nu cuoi.

“Ding thé, va 1a mot ngdy vt va ddi véi mdt phi thily tré,” Goody Alsop néi. “O con chang c6 gi 1 nira voi ca, Diana Roydon. Péu tién con khong phai
12 mbt phu thity binh thurong ma 1a mdt the dét. Va roi con dét mdt cau than chi dém goi ra mdt cy thanh hrong tra don gian chi d€ thuan phyc rong hira.
Neuta co tién tri thay trude chuyén ndy, ta ciing s€ khong tin noi.”

v

“Chau d gap nit than,” toi giai thich khi ho gitip toi dimg én, “va mot con rong”
“D6 khong phai rong,” Elizabeth ndi.

“N6 ¢6 hai chin,” Marjorie giai thich. “Diéu d6 khién cho né khong chi la mot sinh vat ciia lira ma con 1 ctia nurée nita va né c6 kha néng chuyén doi
qua lai gitra cac nguyén t6 ty nhién ndy. Con rong Itra nay Ia su hop nhat ctia cac mét doi lap.”

“Con rong lira 1A that thi cay thanh huong tra ciing i that,” Goody Alsop néi voi mbt nu cudi tir hao. “khong phai ngay nao mot céy thanh hirong tra
ciing d4m chdi nay 1o¢ trong thé gidi nay trong khi roi ge 1& ctia nd khoi mot thé gioi khac.”

Bit chip nhitng tleng ban tan trd chuyén vui vé ctia cac ba quanh minh, t6i nhan ra minh nghil dén Matthew. anh 4y dang doi & quan Con Nebdng Vang dé
chd tin tirc. Con mit thir ba ctia t6i mo ra, tim thay mdt soi chi bén mau den va d6 dan tir trai tim ti, ngang qua can phong, xuyén qua 6 khoa, di vao
trong bong dém xa xa. Toi giat manh n6, va chudi xich bén trong toi hdi dap lai bing mot tiéng ngén nga dong cam

“Néu ta khong nham thi ong Roydon s& xuét hién & day nhanh thoi dé don vo minh,” Goody Alsop n6i vé lanh king. “Dé ching ta gitip ¢6 dimg Ién nio,
khong thdi 6ng ta lai nghi ching ta khong dang tin turong d€ chamlo ¢6.”
“Matthew c6 1& hoi bao boc qué,” toi ngurong ngling ndi. “Tham chi con hon vay nita ké tir khi...”
“Ta chua bao gio biét c6 wearh nao khong nhur thé D6 I ban cht ciia bon ho 16i,” Goody Alsop n6i trong lic gitip toi dimg 1én. Bau khong khi lai hru
thong, nhe nhang mon man trén da khi t6i di chuyén.
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“Ong Roydon khong can phi lo s¢ trong trudng hop nay,” Elizabeth n6i. “Chiing ta s&€ dambao con c6 thé tim thiy duong trd vé tir trong bong tbi, ciing
gidng nhur con rong ctia con ddy.”

“Bong tdi ndo co a?”

Céc phu thiy im Iing,

“Bong t6i ndo co?” Toi Iap lai, gat con mét moi qua mdt bén.

Goody Alsop thé dai. “C6 nhirng phi thity — rat it thdi— ho c6 thé di chuyén tir thé giéi ndy sang thé gidi kia.”

“Nhitng ngudi se soi thoi gian,” t6i git ddu noi. “Vang, con biét. Con ciing | mdt trong sb do.”

“khong phai gitra thoi dai ndy t6i thoi dai khéic, Diana a, ma I giira thé gioi ndy véi thé gidi khic co.” Marjorie ra higu vé cai nhénh cdy dudi chén toi.
“sur song va cai chét. Con c6 thé cling lic & trong hai thé gidi nay. D6 1 ly do tai sao cdy thanh huong tra chon con, chir khong phai cay tong quan sti
hay cay bulo.”

“Ching ta da ban khoan liéu co phai vi chuyén nay khong, Rét cude, con ¢6 thé thy thai dira con ctia wearh.” Goody Alsop nhin toi day 4n y. Mat toi
trang béch. “Chuyén gi thé, Diana?”

“Qua mdc qua va nhimng bong hoa.” Hai dau gbi t6i lai nhiin ra nhung t6i vin ¢ dimg vimg, “Chiéc gidy ctia Mary Sidney va cdy sbi & Madison.”
“Va wearh d6,” Goody Alsop kh& néi, hiéu rd nhiing gi t6i khong néi véi ba. “Qué nhiéu ddu hidu chi ra rang d6 1 sy that.”
mdt tiéng dép thinh thinh nhung ¢b nén lai vang 1én tir ngoai ctra.

“anh 4y khong dugc phép biét,” 101 ndi ni va tom iy tay Goody Alsop. “khong phai by gid. Con qué sém sau chuyén dira bé va Matthew khong mubn
chéu can thiép vao cac van dé sbng chét.”

“Chuyén d6 hoi mudn mit rdi,” ba ko budn ba noi.
“Diana!”” Nam tay Matthew nén kén canh cira.

“Chang wearh nay s bira tAm gd ra lam hai mit,” Marjorie nhan xét. “Ong Roydon s& khong thé phé vo biia chi da duoc lién két va tién vao, nhung
céanh ctra thi han Ia s& bi bira ra dang so khi bua chi duge gd bo di. Hay nghi dén hang xém lang giéng cuia ba nita, Goody Alsop.”

Goody Alsop phét tay qua. Bau khong khi nhwr day Ién rdi tha 1ong ra.

Matthew dang dmg sat san sat trudc mit ti ti mirc t6i co thé nghe thiy dwoc ca nhip tim anh. D6i mét miu xdm ctia anh quét khip ngudi t6i. “Chuyén
gixdy ra ¢ day the?”

“Néu Diana mudn 6ng biét, con bé s& ké vai dng,” Goody Alsop ndi va quay sang ti. “Vai nhing gi dién ra t5i nay, ta nghi ngay mai, con nén danh thoi
gian cho Catherine va Elizabeth.”

“Cam on ba Goody,” t5i thi thAm véi ong biét on ba da khong tiét 1o nhitng bi mét cua toL.

“Doi dé nao.” Catherine di t6i chd canh cay thanh hurong tra va bé mot nhanh non khéng khiu. “Cam Iy cai ndy. Liic no con ciing nén mang theo nguoi
mit mau dé Jam biia may mén.” Catherine tha miu gb nho vao long ban tay toi.

khong chi Pierre ma ngay ca Gallowglass va Hancock cting dang doi ching t0i dudi duong. Ho day t6i 1én mdt con thuyén doi san & cudi Doi Garlic.
Sau khi tr¢ vé Hém Water, Matthew duoi moi ngurdi di bo lai chiing 61 trong su tinh lang hanh phiic noi phong ngii riéng,

“anh khong can biét chuyén gi d xay ra,” Matthew coc cin n6i, dong cira phong lai sau hung. “anh chi can biét ring em tht sy 6n ca thoi”
“Em thét sy khoe ma.” Toi quay lung vé phia anh dé anh c6 thé néi day budc than vay ctia toi.

“anh c6 thé ngri thiy em dang lo so diéu gi 6. Matthew xoay ngudi t6i lai i dién voi anh.

“Em so nhitng gi em c6 thé kham pha vé chinh ban than minh.” T6i nhin thang vao it anh.

“Em s& tim thiy s that vé minh.” Giong anh nghe chic chén va qua mirc ding dung. Nhung anh khong biét v& con rong va cdy huong thanh tra cling
nhu y nghia ctia ching d6i voi mt tho dét. Matthew khong biét riang, cudc song cia t61 da thude vé nit thin, ciing khong biét né chinh i c4i gid ma toi
phai tra dé ctru anh.

“s& ra sa0 néu em tré thanh mot ngudi khac va anh khong thich con ngudi d6?”

“khong c6 kha ning d6 d4u,” anh cam doan va kéo toi lai gan.
https://thuviensach.vn



“Tham chi néu ching ta phat hién ra quyén néing nim giit sy séng va cai chét nam trong mau emu?”
Matthew xich ngui ra.

“Viée ciru anh & Madison khong phai i may mén d4u Matthew. Em ciiing da thdi sur sdng vao doi gidy ctia Mary — ciing nhur hit sw song ra khoi cay si
0 nha di Sarah va nhiing trai mjc qua & day.”

“sir sdng va cai ghét 14 nhitng trdch nhiém I6n lao.” D6i mét mau xanh x4m ctia Matthew thdm lai. “Nhung anh van s& yéu em bat ké diéu gi. Emda quén,
anh cling c6 quyen nang chi phoi sy song va cai chét. Emda noi voi anh diéu gi vao cai démanh tiép tuc di séan & Oxford nhi? Em da néi ching minh
chang c6 gi khac nhau ca. ‘Cé lic em an thit ga g6. C6 lic anh udng mau hurou nai.’

“Ching minh cang twong dong, em va anh, hon ca ching minh trdng twong,” Matthew tiép tuc. “Nhung néu em 6 thé tin tdng vao didu tt dep trong
anh, vy thi em phai cho phép anh cling tin twdng em nhur the.”

Dot nhién t61 mubn chia sé nhitng bi mt ctia minh. “C6é mjt con réng lra va mit cai cdy...”

“Va diéu quan trong duy nhit d em da vé nha an toan,” anh n6i va khién toi yén kng bang mot ny hon.
Matthew 6m t6i that lu va chit dén ndi trong nhirng khoanh khéc hanh phtic 4y, t6i — hau nhw — d3 tin anh.
skskesk

Ngay hom sau, t6i dén nha Goody Alsop dé ip Elizabeth Jackson va Catherine Streeter nhur da hira. Annie thap ting toi nhung con bé bi xua t6i nha
Susanna dé chd cho t6i i gior hoc cta t6i két thiic.

Canh céy thanh huong tra dugc dung dimg trong goc phong. Mat khac thi can phong tréng hoan toan binh thirdng, khong hé c6 dAu vét gibng noi cac
phu thily v& vong tron thiéng hay triéu goi rong lira. Nhung toi mong doi thiy thém nhitng dau hiéu rd rang cho thiy sip tién hanh lm phép — ¢6 & la mot
céi vac hay nhitng cay nén nhiéu mau sic dé biéu thi cho cac nguyén t6 tw nhién.

Goody Alsop ra hiéu vé phia ci ban, noi c6 bon chiéc ghé banh da duoc sap dat san.

“Dén ddy va ngdi xudng di, Diana. Chiing ta nghi ¢ thé bét du tir diém khoi dau. Hay ké cho ching ta vé gia dinh ctia con. Nhiéu chuyén dugc hé ms
dua vao viéc Ian theo dong doi cia mdt phu thiy day.”

“Nhung chéu nghil cac vi s& day chéu cach dét than chi bang lra va nude.”

“Mau 12 gi, néu khong phai 14 Kra va nuréc?” Elizabeth noi.

Ba tiéng df)ng hd sau, t0i duoc noi chuyén v thoi tho du va moi mic tri nhé ctia minh t6i kiét strc — cam gide bi theo ddi, chuyén viéng tham nha Peter
Knox, ci chét ctia bd me. Nhung ba ba phu thiry khong ding lai & 6. Toi cing phai | hi tuong lai timg thoi khic & ‘trudng trung hoc va dai hoc: cac yéu
tinh deo bam theo, vai cau than chi t6i ¢6 thé thuc hién ma khong gy qua nhiéu ric r01, nhimg sy viéc la g chi bt dau sau khi t6i gip Matthew. Néu
¢ bét cir manh mdi nio tir 6, thi toi ciing cha nhin ra ndi, nhung Goody Alsop khi tién t6i ¢4 cam doan rang ho s& lén ké hoach nhanh chong,

Toi 6 budc ti u dai Baynard. Mary nhét t6i vao mbt chiéc ghé banh va tir chdi sw tro gitp ctia t0i, khéing khéing 1 ti phéi nghi ngo trong khi ¢6 4y
timra diém sai & m¢ prima materia ctia chiing t6i. Toan b hop chat bién thanh mau den xi nhur bin nhio, véi mdt 16p mang nhép nhap nhu phin mdng,
hoi xanh xanh & trén cling,

Toi lo déang suy nght trong khi Mary lam viéc. Hom nay troi ndng, mdt tia néing xuyén qua bau khong khi mil swong, roi trén bure bich hoa miéu ta con
rong gia kim thudt. Toi nhoai nguoi trén ghé.

“khong,” t6i thot kén. “khong thé 1 nd.”

Nhung dung 1 n6. Con rong khong phai 1 rong vino chi co hai chin. N6 la mit con rong lira va ngam cai dudi lom chom nganh nhon trong miéng, gidng
nhur con méng xa trén c& cua nha de Clermont. Bau rong lira nghiéng Ién bau troi va ngdm mot vang tréang ludi iém mot ngdi sao nhiéu canh moc phia
trén. Bi€u trung ctia Matthew. Sao t6i lai khong nhan ra tir trude nhi?

“Chuyén gi thé, Diana?”” Mary nhiu my hoi.

“c6 c0 thé am mdt viée cho t6i duoe khong, Mary, cho dit yéu cu ndy c6 hoi ky quai?”” Toi théo soi ddy lua & ¢ tay 4o trong khi mong doi cau tra 1oi
ctia Mary.

“Di nhién la dugc 16i. ¢d can gi vay?”

Con rong lira nhé nhitng giot mAu chay ngoan ngoéo vao tim khin voan gia kim thut bén dudi doi canh ctia nd. O d6, méu hoa vao mdt bién thity ngan

va bac.

“T6i mudn cd Ay méu ctia t6i cho vao hdn hop ctia curong thity, bac va thity ngén,” t6i n6i. Mary liéc nhin tir t6i sang con rong lira rdi quay tr6 lai. “Vi
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méu 1 gi néu khong phai 1 Iira va mrdc, 1 sy két hop ctia cac mit dbi ap, va 1 hon I& hoa hoc?”
“Puoc thdi, Diana,” Mary ddng ¥, nghe thit bi 4n. Nhung ¢o iy khong hoi gi thém

Toi bing nhe Ién vét sgo trén cénh tay minh. Lan ndy ti khong can dao. Lan da tach ra y nhur t5i biét, méu trao ra boi vi tdi can n6. Joan lao t6i voi mot
cai to nhd d€ himng thir chat long do tuoi ay. trén buc tuong, nhitng d6i mat mau den bac ctia rong hira doi theo nhiing giot mau khi ching nho xudng,

“Tét ca bat dau tir sy thiéu viing va ndi thém khat, tt ca bit du tir méu va ndi so hii,” t6i thi thAm

“Tét ca bat dau voi mot kham pha vé loai phi thity,” thoi gian dép 10i trong tiéng vang vong nguyén so, kim sang bimg Ién nhitng soi to mau luc va ho
phach lap lanh trén cac burc tuong da ctia can phong,
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Chuong 24

“N6 cir thé méi a?” Toi dimg chdng nanh, cau may lai va nhin chim chdm én trin nha Susanna.

“cd ta chir, Diana. Rong lira ctia con Ja gidng cai ddy,” Catherine ndi. Ba ciing dang nhin Ién trin nha véi vé nit thich tha.

“cd ta. N6. Cai d6.” Toi chi lén. T6i van dang 6 ging dét mdt cau than chi thi con rong ctia tdi thoat ra khoi noi giam gitr 1 1ong ngue toi. Lai lin nira.
Gi¢ ¢6 nang dan chat Ién tran nha, tho ra nhimg cum khoi va danh dan rang trong trang thdi lo 4u, boiroi “Chau khong dé n — c6 nang — bay vong vong
quanh phong mbi khi cam thy thich dau.” s& nghiém trong hét sirc néu c6 nang bong nhién x6ng ra giita d4m sinh vién & Yale.

“Viéc rong lira ctia chéu thoat ra tw do 1 triéu chimg ctia mdt vAn dé réc rdi con nghiém trong hon nhiéu diy.” Goody Alsop gio ra mt bo to mém nhur
lya, mau sac ryc 18 va duoe buje thét nut lai voi nhau & dAu. Phin dudi ctia cac soi to nhu nhimg soi ruy bang trén cly néu ngdy Ie thing Nam va dugc
da@nh SO fién chin, véi nhiéu sac mau khac nhau: do, tring, den, bac, vang kim, xanh 14, ndu, xanh lam va vang tuoi. “Chau Ia thg dét va can phai hoc cach
diéu khién strc manh ctia minh.”

“Chdu y thirc 15 diéu d6 Goody Alsop 4, nhung chau vén khong biét méy soi chi théu ndy gitp ich thé nio,” t6i buéng binh noi. Con rong kéu kén tan
dong, trd nén hién hitu r3 nét hon va sau d6 nhot nhat di, trd vé voi hinh dang mong manh suong khéi déc trung cua no.

“Chéu biét g vé chuyén la mot tho dét ha?”” Goody Alsop lanh Ring hoi.
“khéng nhiéu ima,” t6i thi nhan.

“Diana nén nhip mdt ngum thir nay truée da.” Susanna dén canh t6i v6i mot cai tach nghi ngit khoi. Mui huong chamoli va bac ha ndng dam trong
khong khi. Con rong ctia t6i nghiéng nghiéng cai dau vé hirng thi. “N6 gitp an finh va ¢6 thé xoa diu con thi ciia ¢6 dy.”

“Toi khong miy lo ngai vé con rong lira ndy,” Catherine tlty tién noi.

“Bat mdt con rong vang Ioi luon ludn kho khan — gidng nhur ¢6 ging kiém ché mdt yéu tinh dang ¢ y dinh bay tro tinh quai vay.” Toi nghi bung, ba ndi thi
d& hon lam. Ba déu c6 phai thuyét phuc con quai thil kia chui trd vao trong ngudi minh dau.

“Thir nude thuéc nay lam tir nhitng loai cdy nao thé2” Toi hoi trong khi nhap mdt ngum nude cla Susanna. Sau mon tra cta Marthe, t61 bt dau nghi ngdy
cdc thir d0 uong pha ché tir thao dugc. Ngay khi cau hoi thot ra khoi miéng toi, coc nude bat dau bimg né nhitng nhanh non bac ha, nhirng bong hoa du
sac hurong: chamoli, chiim hoa bach phi i ti, may chiéc 1a bong loang va cing cap ma 61 khong thé nhin dién n6i. Toi xin the 1 that.

“Thiy chura!” Catherine kéu én va chi vao tach nude. “Toi da bao ma. Khi Diana hoi mot cau Ja nit thén tra 14 ngay.”

Susanna hoang hdn nhin vao cde vai ctia minh khi n6 bi nirt, dudi stre ép cta nhimg cai 1é dang phlnh ra. “Toi nghii ba diing d4y, Catherine. Nhung néu
¢ dy dinh dét thin chi thay vi phé hong moi thir, thi ¢6 4y can phai hoi nhimg cau hay ho hon thé.”

Goody Alsop va Catherine da kham phé ra strc manh bi mét ctia toi. N6 khoi goi trf to md ctia t6i dén kho chiu. Bay gid, mot sb su kién nhét dinh da tré
nén c6 y nghia: chiéc ban tréing va nhitng méanh ghép nhiéu miu séc ctia n6 da tré thanh ctru canh cia t6i mdi khi phai déi mét véi mdt vén dé ric 161, lo
bo bay ra khoi it lanh ctia di Sarah & Madison khi t6i théc méic khong biét c6 con bo khong. Tham chi ca sur xuét hién la ling ctia Ashmole 782 & thu
vién Bodleian c6 thé dugc ly giai la: Khi toi dién kin hét tim thé muron sach, t6i da ban khoan c6 thir gi & dién thém vao khong, Som ngay hom nay thoi,
61 m6i chi mo ming nghii &n ngurdi viét nén mot cau thn chia trong cudn bi kip cua Susanna thi da khién cho murc tira ra tir trang gidy va dinh hinh lai
trén mit ban bén canh mdt hinh anh chinh xéc y nhu nguoi ba qua cd ctia Susanna.

Toi hira v6i Susanna s& thu lai céc tir ngi vao cudn bi kip ngay khi toi tim ra cach lim. Vay nén toi phét hién ra rang, the hanh phép thudt khong giong
nhu thue hanh lich str. Cac manh ding cho ca hai finh vuc nay déu khong tim ra duge nhitng dap an ding nhung lai lam thanh cong thirc cho nhitng cau
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hoi hay ho hon.

“Hay ké cho chung ta nghe lan nita vé viéc goira nurée phi thiy di Diana, va ca cdy cung ctng mili tén xuat hién khi c6 ai d6 c6 yéu thurong dang gip
nguy hiém Ay, Susanna goi ¥. “C6 I8 n6 s& cung cap dugce phurong phap dé ching ta 1an theo.”

Toi thudt lai cac s kién ctia cai dém Matthew dé t6i lai Sept-Tours, khi nurée cir trao ra khoi nguoi t6i thanh I lut va budi sang & vudn trai cay ca di
Sarah, khi t6i trong thiy cac mach nue dudi long dat. Va i can thin micu ta mdi lAn cdy cung xudt hién — tham chi ca khi khong c6 i tén hay lic co
nhung t6i khong ban di. Khi t6i két thic cau chuyén, Catherine trat mot tiéng tho' dai thoa mén.

“Gio toida thay 10 van d& roi. Diana khong c6 day du nang hre, trtr phi c6 4y can bao vé ai do hodc khi bude phai d6i mit v6i ndi so hii,” Catherine
nhn dinh. “c6 4y udn vurdng mic véi qua khir hodic ban khon vé tuong lai. mot pht thily phai song hoan toan hién thire moi im phép duoc.” Rong lira
ca t6i dap dép canh tan thanh, khudy dong nhitng ludng khong khi néng 4m bay khép phong.

“Matthew luon nghi c6 s két ndi giita céc cam xiic, nhu cau voi phép thudt ctia chéu,” t6i n6i voi ho.

“Pi khi ta bin khoan khong biét wearth d6 c6 mot phin phi thity khong nira,” Catherine n6i. Nhitng nguoi khac cuoi gidu trude cai y niém myc cudi
con trai ctia Ysabeau de Clermont lai mang giot mau phu thuy.

“T6i nghi, lic ndy cir dé méc con r(;)ng‘tl.r o liéu ly ciing an toan thdi, va ching ta quay trd lai véi vin dé than chi che ip ctia Diana,” Goody Alsop ndi,
nhéc téi nhu cau can phai che giau ngudn ning hrong thira thi ma mdi khi t6i ding phép né moi boc 16 ra. “Chau co thure hién theo quy trinh ndo
khong?”

“Chau cam thay nhitng kn khoi hinh thanh quanh minh,” t6i ngap ngimg noi.

“Chau can tap trung vao cac nit thét ctia minh,” Goody Alsop n6i, chii myc vao nhitng soi ddy thirmg nho trén dui ti. M3i miu déu ¢ trong cac soi to
va két ndi voi nhleu thé  gidi, khéo Iéo diéu khién céc soi thimg ndy — vin X0dN VA0 Vi bude chiing lai — lam nén mt phép miu dAy cam théng. Nhung
diéu dau tién toi can biét 1 phai ding dén nhitng soi to ndo. Toi cam Ay dau thit nit cta it ca céc soi thimg dy mau sic. Goody Alsop day t6i cach
nhe nhang thdi Ién c4c soi to trong khi tip trung céc ¥ dinh trong dau minh. Viéc d6 gitp n6i ong céc soi thimg, thich hop vai bt ¢t cau than chi ndo ma
61 dang ¢6 dét nén.

T@i thdi vao céc soi to am ching séng lén 1o mo va nhdy nhét. Céc soi mau vang va néq tu ndi long 101 16t vao long t6i, theo sau la do, xanh le}m, bac Va
trang. Toi 6t ngon tay xudi theo chicu dai gan ba muroi phan cta nhitng soi ddy lya xoan lai. Sau soi to 6 nghiia la sau nut that khac nhau, moi nat that
sau lai phirc tap hon nut that trude.

K thudt tao nit thét ctia t6i vin con vung vé, nhung toi thiy pha‘m viéc ndy trong qua trinh dét trdi chay mot cach ky la. Khi toi thyre hanh nhimg chd van
xon va bét chéo ti mi, cng phu bang soi day binh thuong, két qua co duoc 1 mot thir goi ta nhé dén mon do tua ren theo phong cach Celtic ¢6 xura.
Co mot trat twr phan cap d6i voi cac it thét. Hai cai dau tién 1 nit thit don va nit thit doi. Di Sarah thinh thoang c6 ding ching, khi di im bia yéu
hoic thir gi 46 ding dé rang budc. Nhung chi cé cac tho dét moi c6 thé tao ra nhitng nit thét phirc tap lién quan dén chin dudng bét chéo dac biét va
két thiic voi hai d4u thimg than ky hop nhét dé tao thanh mdt mang dét khong thé pha va.

Toi hit mt hoi tht séu va tp trung trd lai voi cée y dinh clia minh. sur ngyy trang la mbt dang bao vé va c6 mau do tia. Nhung khong c6 thimg mau do
tia. khong chim tre, cac soi thimg mau xanh lam va d6 nbi kn, xoén chit vao nhau dé cudi cling, tréng nd giong y nhitng cdy nén lom dom miu do tia,
ma e t6i tirng ddit bén cura s6 hang dém khi mit tréang bi che lap.

“V6i mdt nit théit ndy, cau than chi bt dau,” ti thi tham, thit thong long soi thimg do tia thanh mdt nit rit don gian. Rng lira ngdm nga bt chude theo
nhing 161 to1 noi.

T61 ngude 1én nhin cd nang va bi choang vang lan nita boi cai vé ngoai c6 thé bién dbi ciia n6. Khi thd ra, n6 nhoe di thanh mot céi bong mo mo. Khi hit
vao, cac dudng nét than thé no lai sac nét lén. ¢6 nang a mdt sur can bang hoan héo giita tinh vat chét va linh hon, khong nghiéng hén vé& bén nio ca.
Chéng I8 t6i chura timg cam thy s lién két chit chd do u?

“V6i it that thir hai, cau than chi thanh hién thye.” T6i im mot cai it doi cling trén soi thimg do tia do. Long tu hoi, liéu c6 cach ndo dé minh c6 thé
mo nhat di thanh mau xam t6i tam mbi khi minh mudn khong, nhur rdng kira Ay. Toi he6t may ngon tay trén soi thimg vang twoi. Nut thét thir ba chinh I
nit thit dAu tién that su cta tho dét ma toi phai lam Mac diin6 chi c6 ba duong bt chéo, nhung van la mot thir thach.

“Vé6i it that thir ba, cu than chi duoc gai phong.” Toi thét thong long va viin xoén soi thirmg thanh mot hinh ¢6 ba 14, rdi kéo hai dAu lai v6i nhau.
Chuing hop nhét dé tao thanh mdt nit thét khong thé pha v ctia nguoi tho dét.

Tho phao nhe nhdm, t6i tha nd vao long. mot lan hoi swong mau xamdep hon ca mau khoi thoat ra tir miéng t6i. N6 lo lmg xung quanh t6i gidng mdt
tam vai liém. Toi thd hat ra kinh ngac, lai cang nha ra nhi€u suwong mi1 ky quéi, trong sudt. To6i nhin 1én. Rong lra bien dau mat roi? Soi thirng mau ndu
nhay vao tay toi.

“Voi it tha‘it thir tw, strc manh duoc bao lwu.” Téi thich hinh dang giéng banh quy xoén ctia nit thét thir tur, ctng voi nhitng duong uén cong ngoan
ngoeo xoan xit cua nod.

“Rit t6t, Diana,” Goody Alsop néi. Déy la thoi khéc cac cau thin chi cia ti ¢6 xu hudng d& sai s6t. “Gio, duy tri thoi khiic ndy va mdi con rong & yén
voi chau di. Néu co bé san long, né s€ che ddy cho chau khdi nhiing anh niit hicu ky.”
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sur hop tac cua rong lra duong nhur 14 hy vong qua xa voi, nhung du sao, 01 van Bm mot nit thit co hinh biéu tuwong, sir dung soi thimg mau tréng, “Vi
it thit thir nim ndy, cau thin chi s& cuong dai, 16n manh.”

Réng lira sa xudng va khép hai canh 4p vao 1ong ngurc toi.

Nguoi s€ ¢ voi ta chir? Toi lang 1€ hoi no.

¢6 nang bao ly t6i trong mot cai kén miu xam dep d&. N6 Bmmo di mau den ctia 4o vdy t0i méc, khién ching chuyén thanh miu chi than sdm. Chiéc
nhan ctia Ysabeau it lap linh hon, ngon lira trong tdm vién kim cwong toi mo di. Tham chi, soi thimg bac trén dui t6i trong cting xin di. To1i mim cuoi
trude cau tra 101 cdm ling ctia rong hia.

“Vé6i nit that thir sau, cau than chi nay t6i da 4n dinh,” t6i noi. Nt thét cudi cling khong cin ximg voi nhitng gi d4ng ra n6 nén c6, nhung dii sao 16 ciing
da thanh hinh.

“Chau qua that 1a mit thoy dét déy, bé con a.” Goody Alsop thé phao.

sksksk

Toi Am thAm cam th?iy sur tuyét diu trén duong di bo vé nha, vi duoc boc trong chiéc khin choang réng Iira clﬁa minh, to1 ner‘ duoc séng lai An nita khi
bl‘l’(:‘iC chin qua bau ctra Hurou Puc va Vuong Mién. Kit dang dm 01 6 d6 cing voi mot buu kién. Matthew van danh qua nhicu thoi gian cho gi yéu tinh
dong bong nay. Marlowe va t6i chao hoi lanh nhat. Lic t61 bat dau md cac 16p bén ngoai goi hang thi Matthew rong Ién that to.

“Chiia nhén tlr!” Va rdi Matthew xuat hién & vi trf mi mdt khic trude con b khoang khong tréng tron, mit nhin chitm chéim vao mdt minh gidy véi vé
khong tin ndi.

“Gior thi Céo Gia mubn gi day?”” Kit hoi vé chua chat, tay an cay bt vao lo mrc.

“anh vira nhan dugc mot cai hoa don tir Nicholas Vallin, 6ng thy kim hoan & dau hém” Matthew 1ndi quau n6i. Toi nhin anh vé v t6i. “Ong ta tinh phi
anh mudi im bang cho mdt cai bay chudt.” Gio toi da hiéu kha 16 Ve gia tri ctia dong bang trong mua ban — c¢6 hau Joan ctia Mary ciing chi kiém dugc
¢ nam bang mdt nam — nén t6i co thé hiéu vi sao Matthew lai bi sb¢ nhu thé.

“0, cai d6.” Toi quay trd lai tap trung vao gdi buu kién. “Em di yu cau ong ta imnd.”

“c6 da nhd mdt trong nhing tho kim hoan gioi nhat London m by chudt cho 6 u?” Kit ché giu. “Néu co thira tién, phu nhan Roydon, t6i hy vong ¢o
s€ cho phép t61 ddm nhiém mot cudc thi nghiém gia kim thuat hd c6. Toi s€ chuyén héa bac va vang thanh rrgu vang ¢ Cardinal’Hat!”

“N6 1a bay loai gam nham, khong phai by chudt,” ti lim bam

“anh c6 thé xem cai bay cho loai gim nhdm nay khong?”” Giong diéu Matthew tron tru bao hiéu diém xéu.

T6i c6i b6 16p boc cudi cling va By ra thir dang 1a chit dé nghi van.

“Ma bac va dugc tram trd nira,” Matthew noi rdi cam Ay it nguoc n6 1én. Sau khi nhin ngim k§ cang, anh chiri thé. ““Ars longa, vita brevis.” Nghé
thuat 1a bén lau, con cude doi that ngan ngti. Qua la the.”

“Chéc I s& rat higu qua dAy.” Mau thiét ké tinh vi ctia Monsieur Vallin twong tur nhur mdt con méo dang canh gidc, v6i d6i tai thinh nhay hoat dong trén
khép ban &, mot doi mét md to duge khéc vao thanh chong ngang, Cac duong vién ngoai ctia chiéc bay twrong tyr nhu mot cai miéng, duoc hoan thién
thém véi nhitng chiéc ring nhon nguy hiém. N6 goi cho t6i nhé dén con méo cua di Sarah, Tabitha. Vallin da thém vao doi chit ky quai bang céch dat
mot con chudt bac trén mili con méo. Sinh vat nho xiu do trong ching c6 i gibng voi mAy con quéi vt ring sic nhon van lng vang trén gac mai ca. Ct
nghi dén ching dang nhai top tép nhitng gidy t& ctia Matthew khi chiing t6i ngii 13 t6i ring minh.

“Nhin nay, ong ta con tram trd ca phia dudi nita nay,” Kit n6i, lan theo con chudt do choi di quanh b céi bay. “N6 a phan con lai cta cau céch ngon
Hippocrates — va bang tiéng La tinh, han hoi. ‘Occasio preeceps, experimentum periculosum, udicium difficile.””
“N6 6 Ié 1a mdt cau miéu ta iy mi qua mire, can ctr vao muyc dich str dung ctia cong cu ndy,” t6i nhan xét.
“Uy mi u?” Long may Matthew nhuéng Ién. “Nhin tir quan diém cta il gim nham, n6 nghe c6 vé kha thuc t& dy: Thi co 1 chép nhoang, thir nghiém
nguy hiém, va phan xét that khé khan.”” M6i anh cong 1én.
“Vallin d tranh thi loi dung ¢6 r6i, phu nhan Roydon,” Kit tuyén bé. “anh nén tir chi thanh toan, Matt a, va giri tra lai c4i bay ndy.”
“khong!” toi phan dbi. “khong phéi I6i ctia dng dy. Ching toi dang trd chuyén vé dong hd va Monsieur Vallin chi cho toi xem vai méu rat dep. Toi cting
chia s¢ v6i 6ng ta cudn sach nho mua ¢ ctra hang cta John Chandler trén Cripplegate — chinh | cuon huéng dan cach bat dong vat gy hai— va ke voi
Monsieur Vallin vé van d€ chudt gam nham ¢ cho ching ta. Chuyén nay dan t6i chuyén kia.” Toi nhin xudng céi bay. N6 that sy 1a mdt thanh qua khéo
I€o phi thurong, véi nhitng banh ring va 1o xo nho xiu.
“Céa London ¢6 van nan vdi lii chudt,” Matthew néi, ¢ gfmg kiém soat minh. “Nhung anh biét khong ai lai yéu cau mit mén dd choi ma bac dé giai
quyét nd ca. Vai con meo c6 kha ning bat chudt 1a duroi”
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“Em s& tra tién cho ong Ay, Matthew.” Lam vy ciing c6 nghiia [ t6i phai vét sach vi tiél} cta minh va t6i s€ budc phai yéu cau Walter dua thém tién,
nhung khong c6 cach nao khac. Kinh nghiém ludn cé gia cua nd. Doi khi nd cling ton tién ma. Toi chia tay ra lay cai bay.

“C6 phéi Vallin thiét ké n6 dé béo gio khong? Néu thé, no s& i chiéc dong ho duy nhéit trén thé gioi két hop viée bao gior va dung cu kiem sot loai vat
gly hai ddy. Co € cai gia ndy cling cong bang thoi.” Matthew c6 gang 6 ra cau ¢6, nhung khuén mit anh lai cir toe toct. Thay vi dura cho t6i cai bay,
anh cam Ry tay t6i, dua n6 1én mbi hon. “anh s& thanh toan hdéa don nay, mon coeur, chi d€ c6 quyen tréu gheo em trong vong sdu muroi nam toi.”
Diing liic d6, George hbi ha di vao tién sanh. mdt ludng khong khi lanh gid tia vao ciing anh chang,

“T6i co tin tire day!” anh chang ném 4o choang sang mot bén, lam dang b tu hao.

Kit rén Ién va dura hai tay om dau. “Dimg n6i vi t6i, cai g Ponsonby ngu ngbe d6 hai dng véi ban dich Homer ctia anh va mubn xuit ban ma khong
can chinh stra thém”

“khong phéi ngay ca cau ciiing ¢6 Jam lu md niém vui swéng ctia t6i trong nhitng thanh cong ngiy hém nay chir, Kit.”” George nhin quanh mong doi. “Thé
nao? khong ai trong cac vi hicu ky teo nao a?”

“Tin tirc ctia anh 1 gl ha George?” Matthew lo dding vira hoi, vira tung himg céi by.
“T6i da tim duge cudn cd thu ciia ba Roydon rdi.”

Nim tay Matthew trén c4i bay chudt siét chit. Bo phan 1o xo bat mo. Khi anh thé 1ong tay, né roi xubng ban danh cach mot tiéng va dong sap lai nhur cii.
“O dau?”

George bude gt i ra sau theo ban nang. Toi van dang ngin ra voi cau hoi cudi cing ctia chdng minh va trong 1ong hiéu rd cam giac bt an 1 thé nao,
khi d6n nhin day du lubng chi ¥ ctia ma ca rong,

“T6i biét anh chinh | ngwoi timra nd,” t0i ndng nhiét ndi voi George va dit tay lén ¢d tay 40 Matthew dé nhéic anh chdm lai. George duroc xoa diu nhur
du doén, anh chang quay trd vé bén canh ban, kéo ghé ra va ngdi xudng,

“Sur gidii bay ctia ¢ co ¥ nghia rat Ion d6i voi toi, ba Roydon a,” George ndi roi thio ging tay. anh chang khit miii. “khong phai ai ciing chia sé diéu d6
daun”

“N6. O. Pau?” Matthew chim rii hoi, quai ham nglﬂén chat lai.

“N6 & chd hién nhién nhét ai ciing c6 thé tuong trong ra, Xa tanchantrmnlnmgganngaytruoc myt. Toi cting kha kinh ngac khi ching ta khong nghi
ngay ra.” anh chang ngimg lai mot lan nita dé chéc chin moi ngudi déu hoan toan chi y. Matthew phat ra mdt tiéng gim gir thit vong thay 13.

“George,” Kit nhic nho. “Matthew ndi tiéng 1 biét cin day nha.”

“Tién si Dee giit n6,” George budt thit ra khi Matthew nhich ngudi toi.

“Nha chiém tinh ctia nir hoang,” t6i n6i. George da dung;: ChL’lpg 01 dang 18 nén nghi &n nguroi dan 6ng nay tir Au moi phai. Dee ciing i mdt nha gia kim
—va c6 thu vién 16n nhat & anh. “Nhung 6ng ta dang ¢ chau Au.”

“Tién siDee d4 trd vé tir mdt ndim trude rdi. Ong ta hién dang séng bén ngoai London.”

“Lam on ndi v&i em dng ta khong phai phi thity, yéu tinh, hay ma ca rong di,” t6i khin cau.

“hdn ta chi | con ngudi thoi— va | mdt ké cye ky gian tra,” Marlowe noi. “Toi s& khong tin trdng nhitng didu hin ta néi dau Matt. héin timg loi dung

Edward i nghiép mt cach dang ghé tom, bude anh ta nhin chim chii vao cac vién da pha 1€ va néi chuyén voi thién than vé thudt gia kim ca ngay in
dém. Sau dd Dee lay dugc tat ca sy tin nhiém!”

“Edward t0i nghiép u?” Walter ché giéu, md cira bude vao ma khong can duge moi hay khach séo gi ca. Henry Percy di cuing voi anh ta. khong mot
thanh vién nao ctia Be 1t Bong Bém ¢ cach Huou Byc va Vuong Mién trong vong mot dém lai cudng ndi sirc hp dan ciia chiée 16 swdi nha ching toi.
“Ngudi ban yéu tinh da dit mii ong ta nhidu nm troi. Tién siDee d4 dit héin rat hay, néu cac vi c6 hoi y kién t6i.”” Walter nhit cai bay chudt Ién. “Cai gi
day?”

“Nir than sin bén da chuyén hudéng chi y sang nhitng con mbi nhd hon,” Kit néi kém theo mot diéu cuoi tir miin ngd ngén.

“Tai sao, 46 la mot cai bay chudt. Nhung chiing ai lai ngu ngde dén ndi lim mot cai by chudt ma bac ca,” Henry noi, ngo qua vai Walter. “No trong
giong tac pham cua Nicholas Vallin. Ong ta da Iam cho Essex mdt cai dong ho rat dep khi anh ta trd thanh Hi€p si Garter. Day c6 phai mdt kicu do choi
tré con khong?”

Nizm dam ciia chang nma ca réng nén kén chiéc ban ciia t6i, lam nirt ca gd.

“George,” Matthew gam Ién, “ké cho chiing toi nghe vé tién si Dee.”
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“A. Dling roi. Tt nhién rdi. Ciing khong c6 g nhiéu dé ké. Toi da lim nhu nhing gi anh yéu cAu,” George Eip bép. “Toi ghé vao cac quay ban sach,
nhung khong c6 thong tin nao. Tro chuyén vé mot tp tho Hy Lap duoc ban nghe ¢6 vé nhicu hira hen doi voi ban dich cua t61— nhung t6i lai lac d¢ 161
George ngimg lai va nudt nudc miéng, “Ba goa Jugge goi y 161 nén ndi chuyén voi John Hester, nha pha ché duoc & bén tau Paul. Hester chi toi dén chd
Hugh Plat — cac vi biét ddy, ngudi ban ruou vang song 6 St. James Garlickhythe a ay » T6i bam st theo chuyén hanh hirong tri tué phirc tap ndy, hy vong
¢6 thé tai dung hanh trinh ctia George khi lan t6i t6i dén thiaim Susanna. C6 thé ba Ay va Plat 1 hang x6m ctia nhau.

“Plat ciing t& nhur Will,” Walter im bam n6i, i méi viét ra nhimg thir ma chéng c4i ndo anh ta thit sy quan tim. Ga d6 da hoi phuong phép am banh
nudng clia me to1.”

“Ong Plat n6i ring, tién si Dee ¢6 mot cubn séch tir thur vién cia hoang dé. khong ngudi nao c6 thé doc duge né va trong d6 ciiing ¢6 nhitng bure hinh ky
la nira,” George gidi thich. “Plat da thay né khi dén nha tién si Dee d¢€ xin hudng dan trong inh vure gia kim thuat.” Matthew va ti nhin nhau.

“C6 thé lim, Matthew,” t6i ha thip giong, “Elias Ashmole d 1in theo nhitng gi con lai tir thur vién ctia Dee sau khi dng ta chét va ong ta diic biét himg
thi véi cac cuon sach ve gia kim thuat.”

“Dee chét. Va ]arnthé nao mot tjén i tai gioi dbi mit voi két cuc ctia minh dugc, ba Roydon?” Marlowe kh& khang hoi, doi mit ndu nhin thing vao toi.
Henry, ngudi von ching nghe thay cau hoi ctia Kit, d8 ndi ngay trurde khi t6i kip tra 1oi.

“T6i s& xin duoc xemno,” Henry néi, git ddu dang vé qua quyét. “Ciing dé dang sép xép trén dudng t6i trd vé Richmond va chd nit hoang,”

“anh c6 1& khong thé nhan ra né dau, Hal,” Matthew n6i, ciing phét 1o Kit, mic dii anh da nghe thiy anh ta n6i. “Toi s& di cing anh.”

“anh cling chua nhin théy~ n6 ma.” Toi Bic dau, hy vong tha 16ng dugc anh mét chiim chim nhur thiic vio ngudi ciia Marlowe. “Bén canh d6, néu c6 mot
chuyén viéng tham t6i cho John Dee, em s& di.”

“Emkhong can phai tang anh cai nhin di¥ ton d6, ma lionne. anh biét 15 khong gi thuyét phuc diroc em dé miic chuyén nay cho anh xur ly. Nhat khi co
lién quan dén nhimg cudn séch va mdt nha ga kim thuat.” Matthew gio' ngon tay kn vé rén day. “Nhung khong duroc ¢6 cau hoi Hiéu chir?” anh 4y da
thiy tinh trang 16n x6n do phép thuét c6 thé dan dén két qua nhur thé nao.

Toi git dau, nhung cac ngdn tay bit chéo nhau gidu dudi nép vay, d6 i mot loai chii ¢d xua dé né tranh hiu qua ma quai do viéc m déo Ion su that.
“khong c6 cau hdi ndo dén tir ba Roydon u?” Walter im bam “Téi wdc gi anh gip may mén voi vu d6, Matt a.”

skoksk

Mortlake 1 mdt thén x6m nho trén song Thames toa lac giita London va cung dién ctia nit hoang ¢ Richmond. Chung t6i im mdt chuyén di trén chiéc
xudng ctia B tude xtr Northumberland, mot chiéc thuyén 1on 1ong 1By véi tam tay chéo, chd ngdi ¢ dém, va nhiing chiée rém che dé tranh khong khi 4m
wét. N6 1 mot hanh trinh kha d& chiu— khong ké dén cam gidc an finh— so véi cam gidc toi da quen khi Gallowglass cam méi chéo.

Ching t6i da giri mdt 14 thur di trurde béo cho Dee biét dur dinh viéng thim ciia ching t6i. Ba Dee, nhwr Henry giai thich v6i déng vé thanh nha hét sirc,
khong danh gi4 cao nhing vi khéch d6 bo dén mi khong thong bao. Mic du toi ¢6 thé théng cam, nhung chuyén niy ciing thit khong khéc thuong giita
thoi dai ma viéc md rong cira don khach chinh Ia lut 6.

“Gia chi1 ny ¢6 phan. ... khong theo diing I tuc boi tién s Dee bi deo dudi nhiéu qua,” Henry giai thich, méit hoi img hong, “Va bon ho kha dong con.
Thuong thi kha 1. .. hdn loan.”

“Qué dong cho nén ngurdi hiu nha nay ndi tiéng I toan tur lao du xudng giéng,” Matthew mia mai nhan xét.

“Ding thé. C4i d6 that khong may. Toi nghi ngd viée nhur thé ciing s& xdy ra trong chuyén viéng thiim ctia chiing ta,” Henry 1Au bau.

Toi khong quan tém@én tinh trang gia dinh nay. Ching dang ¢ bén ranh gidi c6 thé giai dap rat nhidu nghi vén: Tai sao cudn sach ndy lai duoc sin tim
dén tl}é, li€uné co the cho ching t6i biét nhi€u hon vé van dé lam thé nao cac sinh V{?}t chiing ta lai xuat hién trén doi nay. Va di nhién Matthew tin rang nd
cd thé dua ra anh sang Iy do vi sao chiing t6i — nhiing sinh vat & thé gidi khac — lai sap stra tuyét ching trong thoi hién dai.

khong biét ¢ phai vi wu & hay dé trénh i con v t0 chitc ctia minh ma tién sT Dee dang thong thé tan bg trong khu vudn ¢6 tuong gach vay quanh cia
ong nhur the dang giira mia hé chir khong phai moi cudi thang mot. Ong ta mic mdt chiéc ao choang den ctia hoc gia, d6i cai mil tram vira khit dau va
kéo ching xubng ¢, bén ngoai 4 chiec mii bé ré. mdt b rau dai trang tinh tho ra tir dudi cam, hai canh tay chap sau lung khi ong chm réi di quanh khu
vuon can coi.

“Tién si Dee u?” Henry goi v6i qua bd tuong,

“irc ngai Northumbertand! Toi tin |z ngai dang rat khoe manh?” Giong Dee khé khang va ¢6 vé d& cau, méic dii ong ta da cha ¥ (gan nhu 1 thé) dé stra
lai cho n6 nhe nhang hon vi dia vi ctia Henry. Ong ta bd chiéc mii bé 1€ ra va quét mdt duong cui chao.

“Khé tot dbi voi thoi diém nay trong nim, tién s Dee. Di vay, ching ti c6 mit ¢ day khong phéi vi sirc khoe ctia toi dau. Toi ¢6 nhitng ngudi ban cling
di, nhur t61 da giai thich trong thu. D¢ t6i gidi thi¢u voi 6ng.”
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“Tién si Dee va t0i da ¢ quen biét rdi.”” Matthew ting cho Dee mdt nu cudi nhur hung hiém va hoi cti dau. anh biét moi sinh vét ky la khéc ¢ thoi ndy.
Viy tai sao lai khong biét Dee co chir?

“Ong Roydon,” Dee n6i vé canh gidc.
“Péy la vo t6i, Diana,” Matthew n6i, nghiéng dAu vé phia toi. “c 4y 1 ban ctia Nit b tudc Pembroke va di tham gia ciing lénh ba trong céc cudc theo
duoi thuat gia kim.”’

“Nir ba trée Pembroke va t6i ¢6 thur tir qua lai trao d6i vé cac van dé lién quan dén gia kim thuat.” Dee da hoan toan quén bang ti va tap trung vao
mdi lién hé gin giii ctia Ong ta véi mdt bac cong khanh ctia virong qudc. “Loi nhén clia ngai d& cap ngai mudn xem mot trong cac cubn séch ciia t6i, P
ngai Northumberland. C6 phai ngai dén ddy thay mt cho 1énh ba Perbroke khong?”

Trude khi Henry kip ddp 14, mdt phu nir gwong mit lanh king, hong day da di ra khoi nha trong bo 4o dai miu ndu sam vién Iong tha dugc thay kha
nhiéu trong nhitng ngay ndy. Ba ta trong c6 vé kho chiu, buc boi, roi phat hién thay Ba tude Northumberland bén déan 1én mét mdt vé nong nhiét chao
don.

9 A

“Va day 1a ba vo yéu quy ctia toi,” Dee ndi vé bon chon. “Ba tude Northumberland va ong Roydon da dén déy rdi, Jane,” dng ta néi to.
“Sao 6ng khong moi ho vao trong nha?” Jane cau co, van xqén hai ban tay ve khé s6. “Ho s& nghif chiing ta khong san long dén khach, diéu ma di nhién
chiing ta lic nao ciling san sang, C6 nhieu ngurdi dén hoi y kién ctia chong toi, thura dire ngai”

“Véng, Ciing chinh Iy do d6 mang ching t6i t6i ddy. Toi thiy I ba rét khoe, ba Dee. Va t6i dugc biét tir ong Roydon ring nit hoang gin day da ban
vinh dur cho ngdi nha ctia céc vi bang mdt chuyén viéng tham”

Jane hai dng. “Qua I thé. John da giip bé ha ba 1an ké tir thang Muoi mot. Hai ln cudi ngurdi bit ngd dén cng nha ching t6i khi trén duong dén
Richmo;

“Bé ha that hao phong v6i ching toi vao dip Giang Sinh vira qua,” Dee n6i. Ong ta vin xoén cai mii bé ré trong hai ban tay. Jane nhin ong ta thai do cau
kinh. “Ching t61 d nghi. . . nhung chuyén khdng quan trong,”

“Thi vi, that thit vi,” Henry n6i nhanh, giai ciru cho Dee khoi bét cir nguy co'khé xir ndo. “Nhung ni chuyén viy di rdi. Ching t6i con mong mubn
duoc xem mot cudn sach dic biét...”

12>

“Thu vién ctia chong toi con dugc quy trong hon ca dng Ay nira!” Jane sung sia noi.
“Chi phi ctia chiing ti trong chuyén viéng tham hoang dé da dén mirc tot cing, ma chiing t6i con c6 bao nhiéu I miéng &n. N hoang da n6i s& giop d&
chiing t61. Nguoi qua da ban tang ching t6i mt phan thurong nho nhung con hira hen nhicu hon.”

“khong nghi ngd gi nir hoang da bi xao nhing boi nhiéu van dé quan tim cap bach hon.” Matthew cam mdt cai i bao nho, nng triu trén tay. “Toi c6 mOt
khoén ngang bang V6i mon qua cua ngudi ¢ ddy. Va toi danh gid cao chdng ba, ba Dee a, khong chi la nhing cudn sach ctia ong Ay thoi dau. Toi da bd
sung thém phén bé ha danh cho nhing ndi kho nhoc ctia 6ng Ay vi loi ich ciia ching ta.”

“T6i.. . toi cam on 6ng, ong Roydon,” Dee Fip bap, liéc mit trao dbi voi vo. “Ong thét tir t& da lo ling dén cong viée ciia nir hoang, Dinhién 14 cac vén
de cap thiet ludn can dugce wu tién trude kho khan cua ching to1.”

“Nir hoang bé ha khong quén nhitng bay ti tdn tuy cta ngudi,” Matthew n6i. Chuyén d6 ranh ranh k khong c6 thyc, nhu moi nguoi dang dimg trong
khu viron day tuyét nay déu biét thé, nhung day khong phai van dé.

“Céc vi phai vao nha thu gian bén bep lira dmda,” Jane ndi, long nhiét tinh hiéu khach ctia b ta tang 1én nhanh chong, “Téi s& mang t6i TUQu vang va s&
Iru tim dé céc vi khong bi im phién.” Ba ta nhin g01 chio véi Henry, va tham chi con cii thdp hon nita trurée Matthew, sau d6 di gidt ki vé phia ctra ra
vao. “Thdindao, John. Ho s& dong thanh d4 mét néu dng giir ho ngoai ndy lAu hon nita diy.”

Hai muroi phtit ¢ trong ngdi nha ctia Dee d4 chimg minh ring chii nhén va ba chii ctia n6 1 dai dién cho noi gidng ky di ctia nhitng ngudi da két hon
nhung i va lién mién chir khong phéi nhimg ké thién can v tinh tinh doc 4c, trong khi van ludn cong hién. Ho trao d6i nhimg 16 binh phdm c6 gai trong
khi chiing t6i to long ngudng m) nhirng tAm tham moi (mHt moén qua tir phu nhin Walsingham), binh dyng rurou moi (mdt mon qua tir ngai Christopher
Hatton), va lo dung mudi bang bac m6i (mdt mon qua tir Nix Hau tude Northampton). Nhirmg mon qua phd truong va 10i 18 cong kich dir doi chi phbi
ca cude gip, ching toi — méi dén cudi ciing — moi duge dan vao thu vien.

“anh s& rAt vt va mdi c6 thé mang emra khoi day mat,” Matthew thi thAm, nhoén miéng cudi trude vé miat thic méc cta toi.

Thu vién ciia John Dee khong giéng teo ndo voi nhimg gi t6i twong. Toi da hinh dung n6 tréng gidng mot cai thr vién riéng thude vé mdt quy oOng giau cd
thé ky murdi chin — thé nhung lic nay 16 Am ti chin dong nhu hoan toan khong phong bi gi. Noi ny khong c6 khong gian quy phai dé hit tau va doc
sach bén 1o swéi. Chi co nhitng cdy nén soi sang, can phong 61 dén kinh ngac vao ngay mia dong ndy. Vai chlec ghé banh va mt cai ban day dé sin
danh cho nguoi doc canh mt khung cira s0 161 quay vé huéng nam Céc bure twong trong phong treo nhimng tAm ban dd, biéu dd thién tinh, so do giai
phiu, va nhitng to nién lich ¢6 thé thiy & mdi cira hiéu pha ché duoc hay hiéu sach trong London véi gia vai xu. Hang thap ky dang duoc bay ra, doan
ching ching dugc duy tri y nguyén nhur mbt bg swu tap nhic nhd dén thoi diém Dee v& mot 1a s6 tir vi du doan hay am nhitng tinh toan khéc lién quan
dén thién van hoc.
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Dee s¢ hiru nhiéu sach hon ca truong dai hoc Oxford hay Cambridge, va 6ng ta yéu cau mot thur vién hoat dong hiéu qua — chir khong phai chi dé trung
bay. khong ngac nhién, nhiing gi c6 g tri nhat déu & trén gia sach. DE tan dung ti da nhitng gi c6 san, céac gia sach ctia Dee dung doc lap va dat vuong
gbc voi cac birc twong, Gia sach bang b soi gian di ¢ hai mit, chiéu cao phong phu dé giit cac cubn sach c6 kich thude khac nhau thoi Elizabeth.
“Lay Chua t6i!” T6i thi thao. Dee khiép dam quay lai trudc cau thé nguyén goi tén Chia ctia toi.

“Vo t6i dang bi choang ngop, ng Dee a,” Matthew gii thich. “co Ay chura bao gir & trong mot thur vién vi dai dén thé nay.”

“C6 rat nhidu th vién rong 16n va gid trj hon thur vién ciia t6i, ba Roydon a.”

Jane Dee dén vira dung lic 1am chéch huéng cude trd chuyén sang nhitng mon d6 sir trong ngdi nha.

“Thu vién ctia hoang dé Rudolfrat dep,” Jane n6i, chuyén qua moi ching t6i mot khay ruou va d an ngot. “Cho du thé, ngai 4y ciiing khong nén trom
cta John miy cudn sach hay nhat. Hoang d¢ loi dung sur rong hrong ctia chong t6i, va ching t6i mong c6 chiit tién boi thuong.”

“Jane,” John qué trach, “hoang dé bé ha da tra lai mot cudn sach cho ching ta rdi.”

“Cudn sach gi thé?”” Matthew can than hoi.

“mdt van ban hiém c6,” Dee ndi vé khong vui, quan sét dang vé rit Iui ctia vo minh khi ba ta huéng vé phia chiéc ban.
“Chéing c6 gi ngoai nhitng cu sai ngit phép ca!” Jane vin lai.

Ashrmole 782. Nhét dinh phai i n6.

“Ong Plat da ké vi ching t6i v& mot cudn sach nhur thé. D6 13 Iy do chiing t6i c6 mit & ddy. C6 & ching t6i ¢6 thé tin huéng long hiéu khach cia ba
nha trude sau dé xem cudn sach cua hoang d€ dugc khong?”” Matthew goi v, xoa diu nhur vuot rau meo. anh dua cénh tay ra, t6i nam lay siét that chit.

Trong khi Jane cudng quyt 1ot ruou, giai thich vé gia ctia qua hach vao mia I hoi va cira hang thure phim da ddy ba ta dén bo vire pha san nhur thé ndo
thi Dee bét dau tim cudn Ashmole 782. Ong ta ra tim cac gia trén mdt ti sach va 16i ra mdt cudn.

“khong phai no,” ti thi thao véi Matthew. N6 qua nho.
Dee ném phich cudn sach én ban trude mit Matthew va nang cai bia da mém ot 1én.

“Thay khong Trong déy toan thir vo dung, tir ngir thi v6 nghia va nhitng brc hinh phu nit tim dam tuc.” Jane déng héing tir ngoi phong, can nhin va fic
dau,

béy khong phai la Ashomole 782, du sao n6 cting khong phai la cudn sach ma t6i biét: cudn ¢d thur Voynich, con duge biét dén 1 cubn Beinecke MS
408 cua dai hoc Yale. Noi dung trong cuon sach la mot diéu bi an. Chua ¢6 nha giai mé hay nha ngon nglt hoc nao kham pha ra van ban ndy noi gi, con
céac nha thuc vat hoc thi khong thé nhin dang dugc céc loai cay trong nay. Co rat nhicu gia thuyet dé giai thich cho cac bi an cua n6, bao gommdt y kién
cho rang né dugc ngudi ngoai hanh tinh vict ra. Toéi budng mot tieng kéu that vong,

“khong u?” Matthew hoi. Toi lic dAu va cdn mdi vé chan nan. Dee hiéu thim vé mit ctia t6i 1 kho chiu véi Jane, ong ta voi dnao giai thich.

“Xin thir 16i cho vo toi. Jane thiy cudn sach nay dang lo ngai i nhét, vi n6 dugc ba 4 by tImthay trong déng hop khi chiing tOi tir ving d4t ctia hoang dé tro
vé. Toi da mang mit cuon sach khéc theo trong chuyen di ndy — mdt cubn sach gié tri ve gia kim thudt timg thude vé mot phap su vi dai nguoi anh Roger
Bacon. N6 16n hon cudn sach niy, va chira nhidu diéu ky diéu trong d6.” Téi nhém ngudi téi trude trén ghé ngdi.

“Neguoi phy ta clia t6i, Edward, ¢6 thé hiu dugc vin ban d6 véi sy tro gitp cta than linh méic d t6i khong thé,” Dee tiép tuc. “Trude khi ching toi roi
Praha, hoang dé Rudolf da bay t0 sur quan tam doi voi tac phdm nay. Edward da ké cho ngudi vai bi mat chira trong d6 — v& nguén goc kimloai va
phuong phap bi mat d€ co duoc su bat ti.”

Vay gét cude Dee da timg so hitu Ashmole 782. Va ngudi phy ta yéu tinh ctia ong ta, Edward Kelley, co thé doc duoc van ban d6. Hai ban tay ti run
lay bay vi kich dong, t6i giau chung dudi cac nép vay.

“Edward da giip Jane d6ng gi cubn sach ctia 01 khi ching t0i duge nh vé nha. Jane tin rang Edward da &n cap cudn sach va thay thé no béng thir ndy
ly tir b6 suru tép cta dire bé ha.” Dee ngdp ngimg, trong that buon réu. “T6i khong muon nghi xau vé Edward, vi anh ta 1 dong s tin cy cua toi va
chiing t6i da trai qua thoi gian dai cting nhau. anh ta va Jane chua bao gio hda hop, va lic dau t6i da bac bd gia thuyét cia ba ay.”

“Nhung gid 6ng nghi nd cé kha ning,” Matthew nhan xét.

“T6i diém lai cac sur kién nhitng ngay gin day cua ching ti, ong Roydon a, ¢b ging nhé lai mot chi tiét c6 thé mién toi cho ngudi ban ciia minh. Nhung
moi diéu t6i nhé ra déu cang thém qua quyét toi 16i hudng vé phia anh ta.” Dee thd dai.

“Nhung, van ban ndy c6 I& chua chirng minh dugce 1a n6 chira cac bi mat dang gia.”

Matthew It qua céc trang. “C6 nhitng con quai vat dudi rén, minh dé, dAu sur tir,” anh n6i, vira quan sat k§/ cac birc hinh v& cy cbi. “La cdy, thin ciy
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va hoa nhur da bi ghép tir cac loai cay khac nhan.”

“Nhitng thir nay thi sa0?” T6i hoi, chuyen 61 cac md hinh chiém tinh hinh tron tiép sau d6. Toi nhin k§ nhitng chit viét tay & chinh gitra. that budn curdi.
Toi da xem cudn ¢d thur ny nhiéu lan trrde day ma chira bao gidr chi ¥ teo ndo t6i cac ghi chi ca.

“Céc md ta ndy duogc viét bang tiéng Occitania ¢0,” Matthew king & ni. “Toi timg biét ngudi ¢o chit vidt tay giong thé nay. Ong c6 tinh c& gap mdt quy
ong dén tir Aurillac trong khi 6ng triéu kién hoang d€ khong?”

Co phal anh 2 ay dang am chi Gerbert? sy kich dong cua ti chuyén thanh lo ling bat an. C6 phal Gerbert d4 nham fn cuon ¢ thur Voynich v6i cubn sach
bi 4n v& ngudn goc cac loai khong? Cau h01 ctia t0i vira ny ra, ban viét tay & trung tim so d6 thién vin hoc bét du run ray. Toi chdp Ay cudn sach
déng sap vao dé ngin né khong nhay xubng khoi trang séch.

“khong c6, ong Roydon,” Dee nhiu nay dap. “Néu co, ti s& hoi ong ta vé vi phép sur limg danh dén tir noi d6 va rdi trd thanh dirc gido hoang, C6 nhiéu
sur that bi che giau trong nhitng cau chuyén co duge ké quanh bép hra.”

“Ding thé,” Matthew dong v, “mién 1 ching ta dit khon ngoan dé nhan ra ching”

“D6 1 1y do vi sao t6i vo cling hdi han khi dé mt cudn sach ctia minh. N6 da tirng thude s¢ hitu ctia Roger Bacon, va t01 nghe ngudi phu it da ban
cuon sach do keé lai rang 6ng ta treo giai thuong cho nd dé nam giir cac sy that than thanh. Bacon ggind a Verum Secretum Secretorum”” Dee dam
chiéu nhin cuon ¢6 thu Voynich. “Udc mo tha thiet nhat cua t6i | ¢6 laind.”

“C6 I8 t6i ¢6 thé gitp duoc gi do,” Matthew noi.

“Ong u, Roydon?”

“Neéu ong cho phép t6i mang cuon sach nay di, t6i co thé thir trd nd v€ noi cii va dé cudn séch ctia 6ng trd vé vdi chinh chi.” Matthew kéo cudn sach vé
phia anh.

“T6i s& i méi chiu on ngai, thira ngai,” Dee n6i, dong y voi thoa thuan nay ma khong thurong hrong gi thém
sksksk
Negay phut ching t6i ra khoi khu vire cong cong d6 b vao Mortlake, t6i bat d4u tin cong Matthew hang trang ciu hoi.

“anh dang nghi gi vy, Matthew? anh khong thé chi déng g6i cubn ¢o thur Voynich nay va giri n6 t6i cho Rudolf kémmot ki nhéin bude t9i ong ta cho trd
nude doi. anh s€ phai tim mdt ngudi du dién ro mao hiém mang song dé dot nhap vao thu vién cua Rudolf va danh cap Ashmole 782.”

“Néu Rudolf ¢ Ashmole 782 thi nd ciing khéng & trong thur vién ciia 6ng ta. N6 s& & trong ngin kéo dyng nhimg moén do hiém la,” Matthew lo déng
noi, mét nhin dam dam vao lan mrde.

“Véy cudn Voynich ndy. .. khong phai d cudn sach hai nguoi dang tim kiém 42 Henry van theo doi cudc trao ddi ciia chiing t6i voi vé quan tam lich sy.
“George s€ rat that vong khi khong giai quyét duoc bi an cua hai nguoi.”

“George c6 & khong gidi quyet duoc, Hal, nhung cau ta d4 lim sang t6 thém nhicu r6i,” Matthew n6i. “Két hop nguoi ciia cha toi va ciia t6i, ching ta &
tim dugc cubn sach bi mt ctia Dee.”

Ching ti don thity triéu trd lai thanh phd, nhé vy ma chuyén tré vé duge ting toc nhanh hon. Pube da duoc thip séng trén Hém Water ¢ noi cip bo
don chiing t6i ve, nhing bong c6 hai ngudi dan 6ng trong bd che phuc ctia nit ba tude Pembroke vay chiing toi.

“Lau dai Baynard, xin lam on, 6ng Roydon!” mdt ngudi goi vong qua song.

“Chéc c6 chuyén khong 6n rdi,” Matthew n6i, dtmg & mii thuyén. Henry chi thi cho céc tay chéo tang tdc di xubi dong song hudng t6i bén dap thuyén
ctia nit ba tude, ciing dang duoc thip sang trmg bang dén hiéu va dén 1ong

“Cé chuyén vdi cau bé nao rdi u?” Toi hoi Mary khi ¢6 Ay chay hdi ha xudi hanh lang dé gip ching toi.

“khong. Ching déu khoe. Hay dén phong thi nghiém di. Ngay lap tirc.” Mary ngodi dau goi voi lai, xoay ngudi quay trd vé phia ngon thap.

Quang canh d6n chao ching t6i & d6 di dé khién ca Matthew va t6i thd hét ra kinh ngac.

“mot cdy Dianze hoan toan ngoai mong doi,” Mary vira néi vira cti xubng dé tim mit ngang bér}g voi cai khoang hinh cti hanh & day vac, gitr bo 1é clia )
mot cai cdy mau den. khong giong cdy Dianz dau tién hoan toan bang bac va c6 cau tric tinh t& hon nhicu. Cay nay chéc khoe mip map, vo ciy mau toi
sam, canh to tran trui goi toi nhé t6i cay soi & Madison da che chan cho chiing t6i sau cudc tan cong cuia Juliette. Toi da rut sire song ra khdi cai cay do
de ctru Matthew.

“Tai sao nd khong phai a bac?” Matthew hoi, ding hai tay bao lay c4i vac thity tinh mong manh ctia nit ba tudc.

“T6i da ding mau clia Diana,” Mary tré 16i. Matthew nhin thing vao t6i v6i anh mt nghi ngd.
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“Hay nhin btre trdng kia xem,” t6i n6i, chi vao con rong lira dang chay mau.

“N6 13 rdng xanh — biéu turong cho curong thiy,” anh n6i sau khi liéc nhanh qua no.

“khong d4u, Matthew. Hay nhin nd di. Hay quén nhitng miéu ta vé nd trudc day va ¢b nhin nhur an dau tién duoc tréng thiy.”
“Dien.” Matthew kéu Ién choang vang, “C6 phai d6 1a huy hi¢u ctia anh khdng?”

“Diing thé ddy. anh 6 nhnra con rong da ngAm Ky dudi nd trong miéng khong? Va né khong phéi i mdt con rong nita ding khong? Rong c6 bon
chan. Do 1a mdt con rong Ira.”

“mdt con rong lira. Giong nhur. ..” Matthew lai chiri thé.

“C6 hang ta gia thuyét khéc nhau vé vét chit thong thurong va thanh phan ¢t yéu déu tién dé lam d4 tao vang. Roger Bacon — nguoi s& hitu cubn ¢ thur
mat tich cta tién s Dee — tin n6 chinh 1a mau.” T6i tin chac mau thong tin nay s& khien Matthew chi y. Toi khom nguroi nhin céi cay.

“Em da nhin birc tranh trdng va lam theo ban néng cua minh.” Sau mdt thoang ngimg 104, Matthew w6t ngon cai doc theo d4u xi niém phong ctia cai
binh va pha v ddu xi. Mary thd hit ra kinh hoang khi anh phé hiy thi nghiém ciia c6 y.

“anh lam gi thé?” T6i hoi, choang vang,

“Lam theo linh cdm ctia anh, b6 sung thém mot thir vio cdi vac ndy.” Matthew ning ) tay dua lén miéng can 10i gio n6 ra phia trén khe mo hep kia.
Dong mau den dam ctia anh nho vao dung dich, chim xudng ddy binh. Ching ti nhin chiim chim

Negay khi toi nghi s& chiing c6 g xay ra thi nhiing vét miu do bét ddu hoat dong lan ngiroc Ién than cdy. Sau d6 nhiing chiéc 1 bing vang nay chdi tir
canh cay.

“Nhin kia,” t6i kéu lén kinh ngac.

Matthew mim cuoi v6i toi. Day i mot ny cudi van thodng vé nudi tiéc, nhung ciing mang ca hy vong,

Nhirng trai cay do tiroi xuat hién gitta dam 14, Bp lanh nhu nhitng vién ruby nho xfu. Mary bt d4u lim bam cau nguyén, hai mét mé lon.
“Mau ciia em tao khung xwrong, con mau ctia anh khién cay két trai,” toi thi thAm néi. Ban tay bét giac sd vao bung dudi rong khong,
“Diing thé. Nhung tai sao?” Matthew dap.

Néu c6 thir gi c6 thé cho chiing t0i biét sy bién ddi ky digu xdy ra khi phi thity va wearh két hop mau voi nhau thi n6 chinh | nhimg birc hinh ky la va
phan van tu bi an ctia Ashmole 782.

“anh néi mét bao lau dé iy cudn sach ctia Dee v&?” Toi hoi Matthew.

“0, anh khong nghii 14 s& qua lau d4u,” anh thi thAm. “mot khi anh dat hét tim tri minh vao d6.”

“Cang som cang tdt,” toi nhe nhang n6i, dan ngon tay ching t6i vao nhau khi quan sat phép mau tiép tuc xay ra, viy i mau ching t6i da c6 hiéu qua.
Ban dang doc truyén Mgt Ma Phii Thiry duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Tai mién phi nhidu truyén hon & Ebook Full . Net.

Chuwong 25

Cai cay ky la tiép tuc I6n Ién va phét trién trong ngay hom sau va hém sau nita: Qua cua n6 chin 101 ung xudng dudi dam r& trong hdn hop thiy ngan va
prima materia. Nhing ny m6i hinh thanh, trd bong va ra hoa. Momgaymot lannhungch1ec la chuyentu mau vang kim sang mau xanh luc va lai tro vé
mau vang kim. Thinh thoang céi cdy moc ra nhirng canh moi hodc mot cdi ré méi viron ra dé timkiém dudng chat. “Toi chua tim duoc mdt sw giai thich
hop 1y cho n6,” Mary 1n6i, ra d4u v& phia nhitng chng sach ma Joan da 16 tir trén gia xudng, “Ctr nhur thé chiing ta da tao ra mdt thir hoan toan moi

AL,

vay.

Béit, chip nhitng su kién lién quan dén gia kim thudt lam xao fang tim tri do, i van khong quén nhiing lo ngai cta cac phu thuy. Toi dét ra 10 lai thao d&

chi€c o choang v hinh méu xam cta minh, moi lan nhu the t6i lai am nhanh hon va t6t hon, hiéu qua hon. Marjorie hira a t0i s& nhanh chong c6 kha

nang dat san pham dét ctia minh thanh ngdn tr d€ cac phu thity khac ¢ thé st dung cau than chi do.

Vai ngdy sau, di bo tir St. James Garlickhythe vé nha, t6i leo cau thang Ién khu phong ctia ching t6i & Hurou Byc va Virong Mién, gat bo cau thin chii
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ngyy trang ctia minh nhur t0i vin Bim. Annie ¢ dau bén kia san trong dang tim kiém mdt miéng vai lanh sach tir chd céc nit thy giit. Jack dang & clng voi
Pierre va Matthew. T6i ty hoi Frangoise da chuan bi gi cho bita toi. Toi sap chét doi roi.

“Néam phut nita ma khong ai cho t6i an, t0i s& gao len ddy.” Thong béo ciia toi bi ngiit quing trong lic toi bang qua ngudng ctra boi tiéng nhirng chiéc
ghim roi réi rac trén san gd khi t6i rit chiing khoi tim 16t cimg ¢6 hinh théu & thin vay trude... T6i ném cai yém Ién trén ban rdi dura tay tom Ky nhitng
dai day bude dé giit cho vat vay khép lai voi nhau.

mot tiéng ho héing lich sur ¢t 1én tir phia 1o su6i.

Toi xoay ngudi lai, cac ngon tay siét chit 16p vai che phan ngye.

“Toi e 11 kéu gao van con tdt ddy.” Giong ndi xao xao nhur tiéng cét xody 1on trong mot cai coe thily tinh phat ra tir trong long séu chiéc ghé banh duoc
kéo gan t6i canh 10 sudi. “Toi da sai nguroi hau ctia ba lay raou, va tir chi gia nua cta t6i khong thé di chuyén du nhanh dé dap g nhu cau cua ba.”

Cham i, 61 di vong dén trude chiée ghé banh db s6 dy. Nwdi la mit trong nha t6i nhudng cip 1ong miy mudi tiéu kén, nhin xody vao dang vé thiéu
doan trang chinh té ctia t6i. T6i cau may dap lai ci nhin tio ton clia 6ng ta.

“Ong I ai?”” Nguoi dan ong ndy khong phai yéu tinh, phii thity hay ma ca rong ma chi i mot o gia nhén nheo.

“T6i tin réng chdng ba va ban be ong éy’gc_)i i la Cao Gia. V& phan minh, ti con la cb van t,éi ca0.” Ngudi dan 6ng ghe gom nhét nurée anh, va tat
nhién [a mdt trong nhitng ké tan nhan nhat, dé cho nhing 101 vira ndi lang xuong, Vé mit ti té kia ciing khong giam bét anh sac sao trong cai nhin chong
choc ctia 6ng ta.

William Cecil dang ngdi trong phong khach cuia t6i. Qua stmg sot dé c¢6 thé nhin gbi chao that thip mot cach ding muxc, thay vao do 6i trd mét nhin ong
ta.

“Vay la bang céch ndo do ba da biét oi. thit ngac nhién khi biét tiéng tim ctia minh bay t6i tan day.” Khi toi mo migng dinh dép 104, Cecil gio ban tay n
chan lai. “Thua ba, néu khon ngoan thi dirng chia sé qua nhiéu véi t61.”

“T6i ¢6 thé lam gi cho ngai, ngai William?”” Téi thiy minh nhur mdt 6 nik sinh bi goi dén van phong hiéu truong véy.

“Ngudi ta biét vé tiéng tam ctia t6i chir khong phai tude hiéu ciia toi. Vanitatis vanitatum, onnis vanitas,” Cecil lanh nhat n6i. “Gid t6i a Prrc ngai
Burghley, thura ba Roydon. Nit hoang la mt ba chi hao phéng.”

Toi lang 18 chiri thé. Toi chra bao gioy thdy himg thi vi viéc céc thanh vién ctia ting 1op quy toc duroc ndng hang phim tude va dic quyén cao hon. Khi
can biét, t0i s& tra ctru trong Tir dién Iy lich qubc gia. Va gior thi toi bj dng chii ciia Matthew si nhuc. Toi s& dan hoa bang cach ting boc dng ta bang tiéng
La tinh.

“Honor virtutis praemium,” ti thi thao ndi, gom lai tai &n ndi di dom ctia minh. sy quy trong 14 giai thurong cho dire hanh. mot ngudi hang x6m cua t6i &
Oxford I sinh vién t6t nghiép trudng Arnold. anh ta choi bong bau duc va ky niém chién théng trong giai New College bang cach la to hét mirc cau cach
ngdn ny & Turf, trude sy vui swong clia dong doi.

““A, khu higu clia nha Shirley. B I thanh vién ctia gia dinh d6 4?” irc ngai Burghley chong ngon tay trwde miit va nhin ti v6i vé himg tha nhiéu hon.
“Ho noi tieng vi thién hudng no6i lan man.”

“khong,” t0i noi. “Toi k& ngwoi nha Bishop. .. khong phéi | mdt gidm muyc thit dau.” Pirc ngai Burghley nghiéng du biéu dat sw cong nhéin khong 1oi. Toi
cam thaly mjt ham muon [0 bich mu6n boc trén linh hon minh cho ngudi dan dng ndy xem— hodic chay cang nhanh cang xa vé phia ddi dién hét mirc ¢6
thé.

“Nit hoang bé ha chép nhan cho mot ting it két hon, nhung nit gidm muc thi, ta on Chiia, con ndm ngodi tudng trong clia ngwoi.”

“Ping, khong Toi c6 thé lam gi cho ngai, thura dirc ngai?” Toi kp lai, dau hiéu chi trich da thip thoang xudt hién trong giong noi. Toi nghién chit ring.
“T6i khong nghi thé d4u, ba Roydon. Nhung c6 1& t6i ¢6 thé lam gi 6 cho ba ddy. Téi khuyén ba nén quay vé Woodstock ngay. Bimg chim tré.”

“Tai sao, thura dirc ngai?” Toi thoang thiy so hii.

“Boi miia dong va lic ndy nit hoang dang khong d ban biu.” Burghley nhin vao ban tay trai cta toi. “Va ba da két hon v6i 6ng Roydon. Bé ha rong

lrong, nhung ngudi khong chap nhan dugce khi mdt trong nhitng sting than ctia minh két hon ma khdng ¢ sy cho phép ctia nguoi.”

“Matthew khong phai I sting thin ctia nit hoang — anh 4y I diic vu ciia ngudi.” Toi 4p tay Ién bit miéng minh, nhung d4 qua nmudn dé thu lai nhimg 1oi da

noi.

“Sting than va dac vu khéc gi nhau ndo — ngoai trir Walsingham Nir hoang thiy nguyén tic dao dirc clng nhéc ctia hin thit dién 1o, con biéu hién git

g0ong cua han thit khong chiu dung n6i. Nhung nit hoang rat thich Matthew Roydon. mdt s nguroi s€ ndi dicu do cling nguy hiém Ma chong ba thi co

rat nhiéu bi mat.”

Cecil kéo ngudi dimg ddy, dimg cy quyén truong kim don bay. Ong ta rén Ién mét nhoc. “Hay quay vé Woodstock di, thura ba. Nhu vay s& tot nhét
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cho tét ca.”

“Toi s& khong roi xa chong minh.” Elizabeth ¢6 thé an thit ¢ triéu than ctia minh vao bira séng, nhur Matthew da cénh céo t6i, nhung ba ta s& khong
khién t6i chay tron khoi thanh pho dau. khong thé khi ma cudi ciing t6i cting dang 6n dinh, tim duoc ban bé va dang hoc phép thuat. Tat nhién cang
khong bao gio' 6 chuyén d6 khi ma moi ngay Matthew Iét nguoi vé nha trong nhur bi tém c6 kéo 1€ di hang dam duong vay, dé r6i lai danh ca démde
tra 101 thu tin do nhitng ngudi cung cap tin ctia nit hoang, cha anh va Pai Hoi Pong giri dén.

“Haly n6i voi Matthew rang toi da ghé qua.” Birc ngai Burghley chm cham di ra cira. O d6 ong ta gip Frangoise dang bé dén mdt cai binh Ion dyng
ruou va trong cau kinh buc boi. Thay t6i, mat ¢6 mo to hon. ¢6 ay khong vui khi thiy t6i 6 nha, dang ticp khach véi cai than vy khong chin chu dimg
dan. “Camon vi cudc noi chuyén, ba Roydon. Mé mang nhicu dicu lam.”

C6 van t6i cao nurée anh do dim xubng cau thang, Ong ta da qua gia dé di lai vao chiéu mudn nhur thé nay, mdt minh, giita thing mot. Toi di theo 6ng ta
dén bén dau, nhin 6ng ta di ca quing duong ma lo Eing

“di cing 6ng 4y di, Frangoise,” toi thiic ¢6 dy, “va hity dam bao Durc ngai Burghley tim duoc nhitng nguoi hiu can ciia minh.” Ho ¢6 thé dang ¢ quan Ml
Cia Hong Y Gido Chiinhau say sura voi Kit va Will, hodc c6 thé dang doi ot do sang & dau Hém Water. Téi khong muén 1 ngudi cudi cling gip ¢b
van chinh ctia nit hoang Elizabeth lic con song,

“khéng can, khong can,” Burghley néi voi qua vai. “Toi chi i mot o gia chong gy. Trom cudp s& b t6i di mi quan tAm toi nhirng ngudi co khuyén tai
va 4o chén dudi tom ay. Lii &n may thi t6i c¢d thé danh bat dugce néu can. Va nguoi cua t6i cling khong xa day lam. Hay nhd 16i khuyén cta t6i, thira ba.”

1n6i dén d6 ong ta bién mét vao bong ti nhap nhoang,

“Dieu.” Frangoise am d4u thanh sau d6 chia cac ngon tay ¢o vé phia mét quy dé cau an lanh. “Lao ta | mdt linh hdn gia nua. Toi khong thich cach o ta
nhin ba. thit may 14 milord khong & nha. Ngai ay ciing s§ khong thich chuyén nay dau.”

“William Cecil di gia dé lam 6ng ndi t6i Ay chir, Frangoise,” t6i vin lai, quay tr vé phong khach 4m ciing va néi 1ong day budc do. Toi rén Ién mot tiéng
thda man khi su thit chit duoc giam bot.

“Dirc ngai Burghley khong c6 cai nhin nhu mudn Ién giwrong véi ba.” Frangoise liéc mt nhin vao vat 4o ctia toi.

“khong u? Vay ong ta nhin toi nhu thé n0?”” Téi tur rot cho minh mdt ce rurgu va tha ngudi xudng chiée ghé ctia minh. mot ngy dira dén bude ngoat
quyét dinh cho diéu con toi t€ hon.

“Gibdng nhur ba 1 mdt con ciru non sin sang bi giét thit va o ta dang wdc hrong gid trj ba s& mang lai.”
“Ai dang de doa an thit Diana vao bita tdi thé?”” Matthew d vé ém ru nhur mdt con méo va dang cdi ging tay ra.

“Khéch cta anh. anh vira 1 dip vdi ong ta 101, Toi nhdp mdt ngumruou, vira chure nut xubng thi Matthew da nhic cdc ruou tir tay toi. Toi kéu Ién
buc boi. “anh c6 thé vay tay hay lam gi d6 dé em bict anh sap di chuyén khong ha? Giat ca minh khi anh xuat hién trurde mat emkicu do.”

“Viemda tiét 16 mot trong nhitng dau hiéu nhan biét ctia anh 1 nhin ra ngoai cira s6, nén anh Iy Bm vinh du dugc chia sé voi em ring thay doi chi dé
chuyén ciing 1a mdt trong nhitng dau hiéu ctia em day.”” Matthew nhap mot hdp ruou va dat coc 1én ban. anh mét mdi cha tay Ién miit. “Khach nao the?”

“William Cecil dang doi bén 16 suéi khi em vé nha.” Matthew tré nén im im mot cach ky quai.

“Or}g ta 13 ngudi déng s nhit mi em tumg gap,” toi tiép tuc, v6i tay Ay lai coe ruou. “Burghley ¢6 vé trong gibng Ong Gia Noel véi méi téc va chom rau
muoi tiéu, nhirng em s€ khong quay lung vé phia 6ng ta dau.”

“Rét khon ngoan,” Matthew Eing I& ndi, rdi nhin Frangoise chiim chit. “Ong ta mudn gi?”

Frangoise nhtn vai. “Toi khong biét. Ong ta & dAy khi t6i mua banh thit lon ciia madame vé. Drrc ngai Burghley yéu ciu ruou vang, Ga yéu tinh da udng
hét moi thir ¢6 trong nha tr sém hdm nay nén t6i phai ra ngoai kiem thém”

Matthew bt chot bién mét. Sau d6 quay lai ngay véi nhip bude chén binh tinh hon, trong c6 vé nhe nhom. Toi dimg bat ddy. Gac méi — va tat ca bi mt
cat gidu 6 do. “Ongta...”

“khong,” Matthew ngiit 10i toi. “Moi thir déu & ding vi tri chinh x4c. William c6 ni tai sao 6ng ta dén day khong?”

“Dlrc ngai Burghley giri 101 t6i anh.” T6i ngip ngimg. “Va 6ng ta bao em roi khoi thanh phd

Annie bude vao phong cting v6i cau nhoc Jack dang ndi lién mdm va Pierre dang cudi tuoi r6i, nhung sau khi nhin thiy it Matthew, nu cudi cia Pierre
tat dan. Toi don lay may mon do vai lanh tir Annie.

“Tai sao c6 khong dura bon tré t6i quan Mii Ctia Hong Y Gido Chit ha, Frangoise?” Toi ndi. “Pierre ciing s& di cing”

“Hura!” Jack la 1én sung sudng trude vién canh ctia mdt budi tdi di choi ngoai. “Ong Shakespeare dang day chéu trd tung himg.”
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“Mién 14 6ng 4y khong cb ging cai thién van phong viét lach ctia chéu, ta khong co gi phan dbi ca,” toi ndi, bt dwoc cai mii ctia Jack khi thang bé tung
16 1én khong. Piéu cudi cing ching i can I cau bé bd sung thém kha ning gia mao chir ky vao danh sach k§ ning ctia n. “di di va an bira t6i nhé. CH
ging nhé khin tay cta chu ding dé lim gj ddy.”

“Chéu nho 161, Jack vira néi vira dua dng tay 4o Ién quét ngang mii.
“Tai sao Dirc ngai Burghley di ca quing dudng dén Blackfiiar dé gip anh?”” Toi hoi khi ching toi con lai mdt minh.
“Bai vi anh nhan dugc tin tirc mit tr Scotland hdm nay.”

“Gior I gi nita?”” Toi hoi, cd hong thit lai. ‘bay khong plm Jan déu tién chuyén vé cac phi thity Berwick duoc ban luan khi c6 msit ti, nhung khong hiéu
sao sur hién dién ctia Burghley ¢ vé khién moi chuyén giong nhur thé ma quy dang bo qua bac cira nha ching toi.

“Vua James tiép tuc hoi cung cac phi thity. William mudn ban bac chuyén — néu c6 — nit hoang nén lim dé dap tra lai.” anh nhiu may trude su thay doi
trong mii hirong cuia t6i khi ndi sg dang xam chiém. “Em khong nén gy ric roi cho minh bang nhitng chuyén dang dién ra & Scotla

“khong biét khong co nghia moi chuyén khong xay ra.”

“khong,” Matthew ndi, cac ngén tay anh diu dang trén ¢ t6i khi anh c6 ging x6a bo s cing thing trong toi. “khong chic dau.”

sksksk

Ngay hom sau toi tir chd Goody Alsop vé nha mang theo mdt c4i hop b bua chit nhd — noi nhimg cau thén chi t6i viét ra duoc ap u cho t6i ic ching
san sang cho mot phu thiy khéc str dung. Viée tim cach dat phép thuat cua t0i thanh ngdn tir 1a budc ke ticp trong qud trinh phat trién cta t0i vdi tu cach
1a mdt thy dét. Ngay lic nay chiéc hgp mdi chi gitt nhitng sgi thirng ctia tho dét. Marjorie khong nghil cau than chil dac biét clia t6i da san sang cho cac
phu thity khac.

mot phap su & phd Thames da Bmra chiéc hop tir canh cua cdy thanh huong tra ma con rong lira ting t6i vao budi tdi toi lamthé.n chi dém ctia minh.
Ong ta da khéc hinh mot cai cdy trén bé mit, 1& va canh 4 ctia n6 quan vao nhau mdt cach khac thuong den mirc khong thé néi rang ching von la nhing
ca thé riéng r&. khong mot chiéc dinh ndo dwoc dong vao chiéc hop ca. Thay vao do6 1a nhitng khop ndi gan nhur vo hinh. Phép su rat [y im tir hao vé
tac phim ctia 6ng 4y, con toi thi khong thé doi dé khoe v6i Matthew.

Huou Puc va Vurong Mién yén dng mot cach ky la. Ca 1o sudi ]an nén trong phong khach déu duoc dot len. Matthew dang & phong lam viée cua anh,
mdt minh. Ba binh ruou dit trén ban trude miit anh. Hai trong sb d6 doan chimg da rong khong. Matthew khong thirdng xuyén ubng nhidu rrou dén thé
nay.

“C6 chuyén gl khong 6n a?”

anh nhit mt to gidy lén. Dau xi d6 d4m bam vio céc nép gap ciia n6. Con ddu niém phong da duoc pha v ngang & gitta. “Ching ta bi goi vao triéu.”
T6i chim ngudi vao chiéc ghé banh phia ddi dién. “Khi nao?”

“Nit hoang bé ha da tir t& cho phép chiing ta doi ti ngiy mai.” Matthew hir lanh. “Cha ba 4y khong dugc khoan dung bang nira thé. Khi Henry muén ai
d6 dién kin, dng ta cho goi ho ngay ca khi ho dang ¢ trén girong va gi6é bao thoi va vi”’

Toi s& vui sudng duge gap nit hoang nude anh — khi tdi trd lai Madision. Con sau khi gip nguoi dan 6ng ghé gom nhat vuong qudc, t6i khong con bat
ky khao khat ndo muon gap nguoi phu nit loc 161 nhat ay nita. “Chung ta phai di a?” T61 hdi, nira hy vong Matthew s€ tir choi ménh Iénh hoang gia nay.

“Trong thu, nit hoang da bo cong nhéc anh nhé dén dao luat ctia ba chong lai phi phép, yém bua va thudt phi thiy.” Matthew quéng to gidy 1én ban.
“C6 vé nhur Danforth da viét mot 14 thur cho gidm muc ctia 6ng ta. Burghley da chon viti 16i phan nan ndy, nhung n6 lai ni én.” Matthew chii thé.

“VAy tai sao ching ta lai di dién kién?” Toi siét chat chiéc hop bua chi ctia minh. Céc soi thimg bén trong dang truot vong quanh, hio hirc muén gitp tra
101 cau hoi cua t6i.

“Boi néu ching ta khong & trong phong tiép kién tai cung dién Richmond vao hai gio chidu mai, Elizabeth s& bat giam ¢ hai” Hai miit Matthew séc lanh
nhu nhitng ménh v& ctia bién thity tinh. “Khi d6 s& khong mat nhidu thoi gian dé Pai Hoi Dong biét syr tht vé ching ta.”

Ca ngdi nha nao dong trude tin tire cua ching t6i. Tam trang lo ling dé phong do cting durgc ngudi hang xom cuia ching t6i chia s¢ vao sang ngay hom
sau khi nit ba tude Pembroke dén voi da vay voc dé cung cap cho ca o xir. c0 dy dén bang dudng song, di thuyén dén Blackfriars — mic du khoang
céch thuc té khong téi tram bude chan. sy xuit hién ctia nit ba tude & bén ddu Hém Water duoce xem nhu mdt canh tuong ¢ tAm quan trong to 16n véi
c6ng ching noi day, chi thoang chc mdt sir im king bao trim khiip con duong binh thurong ludn rAm ran 4n o ciia ching toi.

Mary trong binh thén va khong hé lo Fing khi budc vao phong khéch, r6i ¢én Joan va mot hing ngudi hau chinh té phia sau.
“Henry n6i voi toi r%mg ¢6 s& duoc triéu kién vao chiéu nay. ¢6 khong c6 gi thich hop dé mic ca.” Bang mdt cai phay tay ra hiéu hong hach, Mary huréng
doan nguroi hau im ang cta minh vé phia phong ngd cia chiing toi.
“T6i dinh méic chiéc vay dai nm t6i da niic hom dam cudi ma,” ti phan dbi.
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“Nhung n6 i d6 ctia Phap!” Mary thd gép kinh ngac. “c6 khong thé nic nd!”

Nhing chiéc véy sa tanh théu thia 1ong Iy, véy nhung khéu goi, véy lua Iong kinh duoc dét 1An soi vang va bac tht, ciing hang déng vy chét ligu trong
md ma khong rd muc dich dé 1am gi diéu qua trurde nit toi.

“Chd nay nhiéu qua mirc, Mary. c6 dang nghi gi thé?” T6i hoi, né ngudi qua dé tranh dung vao mdt ngudi hau king 1§ di qua.

“khong aira chién treong ma lai khong cd mdt bo 4o giap du quy cach ca,” Mary n6i v6i phong thai pha tron giira vé ung dung nhe nhang va cay cu.
“Cau Chiia pht h, nir hoang bé ha 1a mot dbi tha ghé gom ddy. 6 s& can dén tat ca sy bao vé ma tii quan 4o ciia i ¢6 thé cung cép duoc.”

Ching t6i cing nhau duyét qua d sur ra chon. Lam thé nao dé c6 thé sira vay 4o ctia Mary vira vin nguoi ti | mot diéu bi an, nhung t6i biét rd khong
can hoi. Toi 1a nang Lo Lem, va nhitng chii chim trong canh nirng cling cac nang tién cay s€ duoc goi dén néu nit ba tude Pembroke cam thay can thict.

Cudi ciing ching toi ciing duyét dugc mot chiéc vay dai mau den théu dc kin nhimg bong hoa bach hop va hoa hdng bac. Mary nbi 16 1 mot méu thiét
ké tir nim ngoai, va b thleunhlrng chan véy I6n hinh banh xe bd ma gior dang 1 mdt thinh hanh. Elizabeth s& vui vé trude tinh cin co tiét kiém khong dé y
61 nhirng y thich nhat thdi v& thoi trang cua toi.

“Hon thé, bac va den con 1 miu sic cta nit hoang nita. D6 14 Iy do tai sao Walter luon méic ching,” Mary giai thich, vudt ve hai éng tay 4o xep Iép.

Nhung chiéc vay t6i thich hon ca I chiéc vay 16t dai, may bang sa tanh, mau tréing s& nhin thiy dwoc & phén trude nhitng chan vay xé. N6 ciing duoc
théu, chii yéu 14 hoa c6 va dong vat, di kém voi vai kién trac kinh dién, cac dung cu khoa hoc, va cac hinh anh nhén cach hoa nit tinh ciia nghé thuat va
khoa hoc. Toi nhan ra d6i tay im ra tic phAm ndy ciing i thién tai da tao ra doi gidy ctia Mary. Dé chiic chéiin, t6i tranh cham vao cac hinh théu, vi
khong muén Quy Ba Gia Kim Thuat mang chiéc vay di trude khi t6i c6 co hdi nic nb.

Phai can dén bon ngudi phu nir va hai gio déng hd moi gitip t6i hoan thanh viée an van. Péu tién t6i mic vy 4o dugc donva lam phong theo nhimg i 18
ky cuc, véi dudng may chan day va mdt chiéc vy phong 1ong kénh cang kho di chuyén y nhur t6i hinh dung. Cb 40 xép nép thit I6n va phd trrong theo
ding chuin mure, dit Mary cam doan véi t6i 1a khong I6n bang 4o cta nit hoang. Mary gan mit cai quat long da diéu vao eo lung ti. N6 treo r xuong
giong mot qua | lic dung dua khi t61 budc di. Véi nhimg chiéc 16ng mau mén chin va tay cam kham ruby-ngoc trai, mon d6 phy kién ndy dé c6 gia gip
muroi An cai by chudt cia ti Ay chir, va t6i mimg 1 né duge gin & hong ti theo diing nghiia den.

D0 trang sirc 14 phdn gy tranh ci nhdt. Mary c6 mang theo mdt chiéc hom va 16i tir d6 ra cac mon do vo gia, hét thir ndy t6i thir khac. Nhung ti khiing
khiing mang d6i khuyén tai ctia Ysabeau hon 1 nhitng vién kim cwong hinh giot murdc 1ong Ay ma Mary dé nghi. Dang kinh ngac hon I chudi ngoc trai
Joan quang kén vai ti. Tru6e sy kinh hoang cua t01, Mary tach chudi hoa dau chdi ma Philippe di ting nhan dip d4m cudi toi ra va gin nhimg dai két
hoa vao chinh giira vat 4o. ¢6 4y két nhitng vién ngoc trai voi mot cai no do. Sau khi ban bac ky cang, Mary va Frangoise dat mot cai vong ngoc trai don
gian dé lap day duong ¢b 40 mo rong clia toi. Annie ghim thém vao ¢b 40 xép nep i tén bang vang cua toi, con Frangoise tao kiéu toc hinh trai tim 6m
ly khuon mit t6i. Cudi ciing, Mary dit mot chiéc mii ni dinh ngoc trai 1én sau dau t6i, che di nhimg bim toc Frangoise cudn lai & do.

Matthew véi tAm trang cau kinh hon sau mdi gio, cb nan ra mdt nu cudi va to vé bi an tuong mit cach thich dang,
“Em c6 cam gidc nhur minh dang niic mot bd do hoa trang 1én san khau,” t6i rau i noi.

“Trong em dang yéu ]z'irr}— cuc ky ddy,” anh cam doan v6i toi. anh trong cling rat Iong Ry, trong bo d6 bang nhung den diém miu tring & tay va ¢d do.
Va anh dang deo birc tiéu hoa chin dung t6i trén c0. Soi ddy chuyén dai duoc gai lén mdt cai khuy nén hinh mit tréng huéng ra phia ngoai con hinh cta
t61 thi gan sat voi trai tim anh.

C4i nhin dAu tién cta ti khi thiy cung dién Richmond 1 dinh mot tda thap bing da mau kem, ¢6 hoang gia tung bay trong gio nhe. R&i nhidu toa thép
hon nira nhanh chong xuét hién, 1ong lnh trong bau khong khi mila dong kho hanh giéng nhu mot toa lau dai trong céu chuyen ¢ tich than tién. Sau do
ca Jau dai rong 16n 16n xon xuét hién trong tam nhin: con duong ¢ méi vom hinh chir nhét la ling ndm & phia déng nam, toa nha chinh ba tAng nAm &
huéng tay nam, bao quanh la mot con hao rong, va vuron cy an trai ¢4 trong bao phia xa xa. Piéng sau tda nha chinh vn con nhiéu tda thap va dinh mai
nhon, bao gdm modt toa nha ddi goi cho t6i nhé dén trurdng Eton. mdt c4i cin truc khong 10 nAng 1én trén khong trung phia virdn an tréi xa xa, dam nguoi
d& nhimg hop va goi hang dé dira vao bép va kho ctia cung dién. Lau dai Baynard van udn c6 vé hing vi nguy nga d6i voi toi, nhin lai khong bén gt so
voi noi cu ngy ctia hoang toc xua kia.

Nhirng nguoi chéo thuyén huéng chiée xudng vao bén dau. Matthew I di nhitng cai nhin chim chﬁm‘vé nhitng céu hoi han, dé miic cho Pierre va i
Gallowglass dap 101 ho anh. Nhin thoang qua, Matthew trong c6 ve hoi chan chuong. Nhung toi du gan dé thay duoc anh dang ra soat doc bo song, day
khan treong va canh giac.

Toi nhin sang bén kia con hao t6i con duong mai vom ¢6 hai ting. Cac khung cira vom & ting trét dé mo thong th()ng, con tang trén rye 1 voi nhlmg
khung cira s6 bang chi. Nhiéu gwong mit hdo hirc ngé ra ngoai, hy vong trong thoang qua nhiing ngudi méi dén va kiém duoc mit miu chuyén tan gau.
Matthew nhanh chong dat voc ngudi limg liing ciia anh giira chiéc xudng va nhitng triéu than to mod, che khut toi khoi bi dé dang trong thay.

Nhirng nguoi hau mic ché phue, mdi nguoi mang mot thanh gwom hodc gido mic, dan ching t6i di qua tram canh gic don gidn dé vao khu vire chinh
cua cung dién. Khu phong tAng trét s6i ndi va dn do nhur bt ky tda nha vin phong nao thoi hién dai, voi dam ngudi hiu va tridu thin dang hdi ha dap tmg
cac yéu cu va chép hanh nhimg ménh Iénh. Matthew 1& pha; linh géc lich su chén anh lai.

“Ba ta s& khong gip riéng chi dau, trudc khi chii to ra o Fing sdt vo trude méit moi ngudi,” Gallowglass thi thao ndi. Matthew chiri the.
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Chung t6i ngoan ngodn di theo nhitng ngudi hd tong tdi mdt cau thang long 1Ay, Noi ddy chat nich nguoi, va s va cham ctia con ngudi, mii hoa, mii
hurong thao duoc m ngudi ta choang vang, Ai ai ciing xirc nude hoa trong nd Iuc bao vé ban than thoat khoi nhitng miii hiong khé chiu, nhung toi tur
hoi phai ching két qua c6 vé t& hon. Khi dam dong nhén ra Matthew, ¢6 nhitng tiéng thi tham trong khi bién nguoi 1& ra. anh cao 1on hon hau hét bon ho
va ciing c6 cai khi chat hung hiém nhur héu hét cac nha quy toc nam giéi ma t61 da gap. su khac biét & chd Matthew that sur gy chét nguoi — va & mot
mitc d6 ndo do nhitng sinh vat méu ndng ndy da nhan ra diéu do.

Sau khi di xuyén qua lién ba phong chd, mdi phong day tleng n 40 x6n xao véi nhirg can than don nhur bi bong, surc nirc mii va day trang st clia ca
hai gi6i tinh voi di moi do tudi, cudi cling ching t6i ciing dén mot canh cira dong kin, va doi & d6. Nhitng tleng thi thAm xung quanh dang 1én thanh tiéng
xi xa0. mt nguoi dan 6ng ndi mot cau dua cot, ddmban cua hén ta cudi khic khich, Quai ham Matthew nghlen chat.

“Tai sao chiing ta phai doi?” Toi hoi, giong nén xudng dé chi Matthew va Gallowglass nghe duroc.
“Dé lamnir hoang vui thich — va dé cho triéu dinh thiy ring anh khong hon gi mot bay t6i.”

Khi cudi cling chiing t6i dugc dan vao dién kién, t6i ngac nhién nhén thiy can phong ndy ciing dAy dp ngudi. “Riéng tu” Ia mjt cum tir frong ¢ ddi trong
triéu dinh ctia Elizabeth. Toi tim kiémnit hoang, nhung khong thiy ba ta dau. So rang chiing t6i s& lai phéi doi in nita, tim toi muén ching xudng,

“Tai sao mbi nam ta modt gia thém, con Matthew Roydon dudng nhur trong tré ra hai tudi nhi?” mot giong noi vui vé dén ngac nhién cat lén tir phia 1o
su6i. Hau hét moi sinh vat to v& day dam, syc nirc mii thom, &n vin xa xi phung phi trong can phong déu quay ra ngim nghia chiing t6i. Chuyén dong
ctia ho Aim 16 ra Elizabeth, nit hoang ngdi ¢ trung timndo nhiét. Tim t6i 15 mdt nhip. DAy 1 mdt huyen thoai song.

“Than khong thay ¢6 thay di Ion ndo & ngudi, thua bé ha,” Matthew n6i, hoi nghiéng ngudi chao. “Semper eadem, y nhur nhau.” Cling nhitng 101 nay da
duoc v& trong biéu ngit bén dudi huy hiéu hoang gia trang tri 1 su6i. Lic ndo ciing nhur thé.

“Thim chi dirc ngai c6 vén con xoay sor dé ciii chao dugc thép hon thé, thura ngai, m dng ta con bi chimg thip khop co ddy.” Cp mit den Ky anh lén
bén dudi cai mit na bang phan sap. Dudi cai miii khoam nhon, nir hoang mim cap m6i mong thanh mot duong khéc nghiét. “Va gan day ta thich mbt cau
khau hiéu khac: Video et taceo.”

Ta quan sat va ta im Bing. Chiing t6i giip réc r6i roi.

Matthew duong nhu khong nhan thiy va van thing tip dimg nhur thé anh B mdt hoang tir ctia virong quoc nay chir khong phai dic vu ctia nit hoang, Hai
vai banh ra sau, dau dyng thing, anh d& 1 ngudi dan 6ng cao nhat trong can phong. Chi cé hai ngudi gin cao bang anh: Henry Percy, ngudi dang dimg
dura vao bire trdng trong that khdn kho, va mot nguoi dan ng qué tAm tudi nhur ngdi ba twdc voi mai toc quin va vé mit xic xuoc dimg bén canh nit
hoang,

“Qén than déy,” Burghley 1am bam khi di ngang qua Matthew, nguy trang 1oi nhiic nhd bang qua dam trén cdy quyén trirong ctia ong ta. “Ngudi cho goi
than, thua bé ha?”

“Linh hdn va Cai Bong ¢ cling mt chd. Hay cho ta biét, Raleigh, cai d6 khong xAm pham mdt nguyén tic triét hoc den ti ndo ddy chir?” Nguoi bén
canh nit hoang I¢ nhe én tiéng. Pam ban ctia han chi vao Birc ngai Burghley va Matthew r6i pha 1én cuoi.

“Néu ngai da hoc ¢ Oxford chir khong phai Cambridge, Essex, thi ngai s& biét cau tra 1oi va thay nhuc nha vi phai hoi cdu d6.” Raleigh nhu v6 tich
chuyén trong tdm co the va thuin tién dat ban tay én gan chudi kiém cua anh ta.

“Thoi ndo Robin,” ni¥ hoang lén tiéng, khé v6 nhe vé khoan dung Ién khuyu tay héin ta. “Ngwoi bit ring ta khong thich khi ngwoi khic ding tén thi cung
cuia ta ma. Pirc ngai Burghley va 6ng Roydon s tha thir cho nguroi vi hanh vi lan nay.”

“Ta thay tiéu thur nay | vo ong, Roydon.” B tude Essex chuyén cip mit ndu chiéu sang t6i. “Chiing ta khong biét ong da cudi vo ddy.”

“Ai a “chiing ta’ vay?” Nit hoang vin lai, in ndy cho héin mdt vb. “Day khong phai viéc ctia nguoi, DXrc ngai Essex.”

“It nhét Matt khong lo so b trong théy ¢ trong thanh phd khi bén ba &y.”” Walter vudt cm “Ngai ciing mdi két hon ddy. Vo ngai dang & dau vao mot
ngay mua dong dep trdi the nay nhi?” Pay 10i, t6i nghi khi Walter va Essex murumeo d€ chiém thé thuong phong.

“Phu nhan Essex ¢ phd Hart, tai nha me dé, cung voi nguoi thira ké moi sinh ctia ngai ba tude,” Matthew tra 101 thay cho Essex. “Xin chiic mirmg, dirc
ngai. Khi t6i ghé tham nit ba tude, ba ay bao t6i cau nha duogc dét theo tén clia ngai.”
“Ding. Robert duoc rira tdi ngiy hom qua,” Essex khé nhoc ndi. hin trong hoi cing thing, lo Fing trde ¥ nghi Matthew & quanh quén gan vo va con
han.
“C(‘)r}g tir da duoc Bm B, thua dirc ngai.”” Matthew tang cho ba tudc mdt nu curdi that su lam nguoi ta kinh hai. “thét la kng. T6i khong théy ngai co mit
& budi le.”
“Caiva du 10i!” Elizabeth quat 1on, tirc gin vi cudc trd chuyén khong con nim dudi sy kiém soat ciia ba. Nir hoang g6 nhitng ngon tay thon dai vao
thanh gh¢ dugc boc kin. “Ta chura cho phép ai trong cac nguroi cudi ca. Ca hai déu la do vo on, nhitng t€n xau xa tham lam. Mang ¢6 gai dén ggp ta.”
Long bdn chdn lo Fing, i vudt chan vay va ndm Iy canh tay Matthew. Khoang cach hon chyc budc chan gitta nit hoang va toi dudng nhur trai dai bat
tan. Cuoi cuing khi 61 t6i canh ba, Walter lanh ling nhin xuong san nha. To6i nhiin g6i chao va giit nguyén tu the do.
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“ft nhét c6 ta ciing biét phép tic hanh xir,” Elizabeth cong nhan. “Dé ¢6 ta dimg Ién di.”

Khi dén gip do6i nit ba, t6i nhan ra nit hoang bi can thi. Miic du ti cach ba chi hon mét rudi, nhung ba phai nhiu mét nhur 1 khong thé nhin thiy rd mét
i 0.

“Hirm,” Elizabeth tuyén b6 khi cude kiém tra két thic. “Guong mit ¢6 ta thd qua.”

“Néu nguoi nghi vay, thi thit may 1 nguoi khong cudi co dy,” Matthew ndi cut in.

Elizabeth xem xét t6i thém mot ic. “Cé vét mre trén céc ngdn tay cb ta.”

Toi gidu cac ngon tay dang xéu hd d6 dang sau cai quat di muon. Nhitng vét ban tir thir myc Bm tir cay vi 14 soi khong thé nao tiy di dugc.

“Va ta dang tra krong cho ong bao nhiéu, ha Ci Bong, dé vo ong c6 thé trang trai cho mot chiéc quat nhur thé?” Giong Elizabeth da chuyén sang hon
doi.

“Néu chiing ta sép sira ban vé tai chinh ciia hoang thuong thi ¢6 1& nhing nguoi khac nén lui ra,” Dirc ngai Burghley goi y.

“O, rét tdt,” Elizabeth git gong, “Ong & lai, William va ca Walter nita.”

“Con than,” Essex noi.

“khong phéi ngwroi, Robin. Nguoi phéi lo ligu budi tigc. Ta mubn duge gii tri i nay. Ta mét mdi voi trd kén I6p va nhimg bai hoc lich sir roi, ctr nhur ta
la mjt con bé nit sinh vay. khong ké chuyén ctia Vua John hay nhimg cude phi€u lru ctia ¢6 gai chan ciru luy tinh bam ly nguoi chim nom 6 ta thém
nita. Ta mudn Symon nhao Ion. Néu phdi co mit vd kich, hdly d€ n6 1a mdt vé kich cé thay goi hon va céi dau dong thau tién doan dugce tuong lai.”
Elizabeth g cac khop tay lén mit ban. “Tie is, time was, time is past. Ta that thich cau do.”

Matthew va t6i trao d6i nhitng cai nhin.

“Than tin v& kich d6 ¢6 tén i Friar Bacon va Friar Bungay, thua bé ha,” mdt phu nit tré thi thim vao tai nit hoang

“Ding 1 n6, Bess. Xemno di, Robin, va ngwoi s& ngdi canh ta.” Ban théin nit hoang 1 mdt nit dién vién rdi. Ba ta ¢6 the di tir con gién dir thinh nd t6i
hon doi rdi voi vinh ma chang 16 mot nhip.

Cé phﬁn duoc xoa diu, ba tude Esse>§ it i, nhung t‘ru('fc khi di 9(‘)n bén cho Walter mdt cai Ir miit khinh miét. Moi nguoi x6n xao nhdn nhip theo sau
hén. Essex gio 1a ngudi quan trong nhat trong nhdmké cén, va giong thi€u than lao vao Itra, nhitng cén than khac cling hdo hirc chia sé anh séng cua han.
Canh ctra khép lai sau lung bon ho.

“Ba thich chuyén viéng tham 6ng Dee chir, ba Roydon?”” Giong nit hoang vang Ién lanh Ring. Liic ndy khong hé c6 giong diéu phinh phé trong d6. Gior
hoan toan la cong viéc.

“Ching than c6, thura bé ha,” Matthew tra 1oi.
“Ta biét 10 rang vo 6ng ¢6 thé tur ndi duge, ong Roydon. Hay dé ba ta néi di.”
Matthew quéc niit nhin nhung van im king,

“V cing thich thil a, thura bé ha.” T6i vira n6i chuyén véi nit hoang Elizabeth I. Gat qua mdt bén cam gidc khong tin nbi ctia minh, t6i tiép tuc. “Toi la
mot nguoi nghién ctru vé gia kim thudt va ¢ hirng thi véi nhitng cuon sach va viée hoc hoi.”

“Tabiétbala gi”
Nguy hiém 16e 1én xung quanh t6i, mdt con bio lira nhitng soi to méu den phén phat bay va rén ri khoc.

"T}]ﬁn 13 bé toi ctia ngudi, thira bé ha, gjéng nhu phu quén cta than,” Mt t6i van cuong quyét chii muc vao déi gidy mém ciia nit hoang mrdc anh. May
min 1a chiing khong déc biét tha vi va van vo tri vo giac.

“Ta da c6 du nhimg ké ninh than va nhiing thing ngdc r?)i, ba Roydon. Ba s& khong kiém duoc mot chd trong do voi cau nhén manh 4y dau.” Doi mit
ba ta l6e Ién anh sang bao hi¢u diém xau. “khong phai tat ca dac vu déu bao cao vdi chong ctia ba. ndi cho ta bict, Cai Bong, cac nguroi co viéc gi voi
ong Dee?”

“D6 | mdt vén dé riéng tw,” Matthew noi, ¢ giit binh tinh mdt cach kho khan,

“khong c6 thir nhur thé trong virong qudc ciia ta.” Elizabeth do xét gwong mit Matthew. “Oqg da bao ta khong duoc tin trong giao pho nhitng bi mat
ctia minh cho nhitng ké ma long trung thanh chura duge 6ng kiém tra gitip ta,” ba ta lang & tiép tuc. “Chac han long trung thanh cua chinh ta khong bi nghi
ngo chir.”
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“P6 I chuyén riéng giira dng Dee va ban than than, madam,” Matthew néi.

“Rét t6t, ong Roydon. Vi éng da quyét gitr bi mit, nén ta s& n6i cho ng biét viéc cia ta voi ong Dee dé xem xem libu c6 thé ndi 1ong mdm miéng 6ng
dugc khong, Ta muon Edward Kelly trd lai anh.”

“Thén tin gi&r 6ng ta 13 Ngai Edward, thura b¢ ha,” Burghley stra 1i nit hoang,

“Nguoi nghe chuyén d6 tir d4u?”’ Elizabeth hoi.

“Tir than,” Matthew 6n ton dap. “Rét cude thi viée cta than ciing 1 phai biét vé nhimg chuyén nay. Tai sao ngudi can Kelley?”

“Ong ta biét cach tao ra d4 tao vang, Va ta s& khong dé no roi vao tay nha Hapsburg.”

“P6 I didu ngudi lo so u?” Matthew hoi nghe ¢6 vé nhe nhom

“Ta so chét diva Qé lai virong qudc ciia ta nhu mdt miéng thit ngon knh cho miy con chd tranh gianh tir TAy Ban Nha, Phap, dén Scotland,” Elizabeth
161, dimg 1én va tién vé phia anh. Cang dén gan, sy khéc bit to I6n vé kich thuée va sire manh ctia ho cang hién rd. Ba la mot phy nit nho bé da song
s6t chong lai nhitg don danh vo hinh subt bao nim troi. “Ta lo s¢ thin dén ctia ta s& tré nén thé ndo khi ta ra di. Mbi ngdy ta cau nguyén sur giip do clia
Chiia dé ctru nurde anh khoi tai hoa chac chan do.”

“Amen,” Burghley ngdm nga dém theo.

“Edward Kelley khong phéi la cau tra 1i cia Chiia, thin hira v6i nguoi didu d6.”

“E:ét ctr ké cai tri ndo s& hivu d4 tao vang ciing s& ¢6 duoc sur gidu cd vo tn.” Anh it Elizabeth sang 1én. “C6 thém nhiéu vang dé tly ¥ str dung, ta c6
thé danh bai Tay Ban Nha.”

“Va néu mudn trd thanh loai chim hét, s& bi ddm nguoi an xin chén sach day,” Matthew dap lai.

“Hay dé y mdm miéng, Roydon,” Burghley canh céo.

“B¢ ha dang dét ra myc tiéu dé lao vao ving nude nguy hiém, thura dirc ngai. Cong vice cua 61 cling la canh bao nguoi chuyén do.” Matthew trang trong
1n6i mdt cach can than. “Edward Kelley 1a mbt yéu tinh. Cong viée lién quan dén gia kim thuit nguy hiém gn bang phap thuat, nhu Walter c¢6 thé chimg
thyc. Pai Hoi Dong liéu finh giir cho niém dam mé ctia Rudolf I durge trong vong bi an dé tranh mot bude ngodt nguy hiém nhur d4 xay ra voi Vua

James.”

“James c6 moi quyén hanh dé bit gjir cac phi thity do!” Elizabeth nong nay n6i. “Ciiing nhur ta ¢6 moi quyén hanh dé tuyén bb quyén ddi voi loi ich nay,
tao ra da tao vang,”

“C6 phai nguoi da dwa ra mot thoa thuén cimg ran voi Walter khi anh ta dén Tan Thé Gidi khong?” Matthew hoi. “Néu anh ta tim thiy vang ¢ Virginia,
ngudi s& doi tat ca chuyén giao qua tay ngudi ding khong?”

“Ta tin d6 chinh xac 1 nhitng diéu kién duoc dan xép giira ching ta,” Walter nhan nhat n6i, i voi vang bd sung thém, “iiic dit di nhién than ldy lim vinh
hanh duoc 1Am diéu d6 vi bé ha.”

“Ta biét dng khong dang tin m, Cai Bong. Ong & nurée anh phuc vy ta, nhung 6ng tranh cai cho Pai Hoi Dong ctia ong nhur thé nhimg wée mubn ciia
bon ho I3 quan trong hon ca.”

“Than ciing c6 ciing khao khat nhur ngudi, thua bé ha: dé ctiru mrdc anh khoi tham hoa. Néu nguoi di theo con dudng cia Vua James va bat dau nguoc
ddi cac yéu tinh, pht thily va wearh, thi ngurdi s€ phai ganh chiu dau kho vi dicu do, va virong quoc ndy cling vay.”

“Thay vao d6 6ng d& nghi ta nén im gi?”” Elizabeth hoi.

“Than dé nghi ching ta hay tién hanh mdt cude dan xép — ciing khong qué khac biét so v6i giao keo nguoi lap ra voi Raleigh. Thén s& lo liéu dé Edward
Kelley tré vé& murdc anh, ngudi c6 thé khéa hén vao trong Thap va budc hén giao ra d4 tao vang — néu hin c6 thé.”

“Va d6i lai?”” Elizabeth ot cude ciing 1 con gai ciia cha ba ta, hiéu 1 rang trén doi khong c6 gi i mién phi ca.

“Pi lai nguoi s& cho cac phi thity Berwick 4n nau, s rgng bao nhiéu tity thude vao thén c6 thé dura ho ra khoi Edinburgh cho t¢i khi con dién cudng
cta Vua James qua di.”

“Tuyét d6i khong!” Burghley noi. “Nghii ma xem, madam, chuyén gi c6 thé xay ra cho mdi quan hé véi céc qudc gia lng giéng ctia ching ta & phurong
'7’

béc néu ngudi dinh mdi nhitng phi thity Scotland qua bién gioi!

“khong con nhidu phii thity & Scotland dau,” Matthew dirt khoat ndi, “vi nguoi da tir chdi nhitng cau xin trude day cta than.”

“Cai Bong, ta nghit m0t trong nhiing cong viée cuia 6ng khi ¢ anh la dambao ngudi ctia dng khong can thiép vao chuyén chinh tri ctia ching ta. s& thé nio

néu nhitng &m muru riéng ndy bi kham pha ra ha? Ong s€ giai thich thé nao vé cac hanh dong ctia minh?” Nir hoang chiam chi nhin anh.
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“Than s& n6i rang ndi khdn khd quen biét voi moi nguoi dan ng y nhur ngudi ciing chung chén gbi voi bon ho, thira bé ha.”

Elizabeth thét ra mot tiéng kéu khe khg thich thit. “Diu d6 1a sy thét dang ngr d6i v6i phu nit ddy,” ba lanh nhat n6i. “Tot rdi. Ching ta thong nhét thé.
Ong s& tdi Praha tim Kelly. Ba Roydon c6 thé ¢ bén ta, trong tricu, d€ dam bao toc do trd ve cua dng,”

“Vo t6i khong nzlgm trong thoa thuan ctia ching ta, va khong can thiét cir than t6i Bohemia vao thang mot thé nay. Nguoi da quyét tim mang Kelly tré vé.
Than s€ lo liéu d€ han ta duoc giao t4i noi.”

“Ong khong phai z vua & day!” Elizabeth choc ngon tay vao nguc anh. “Ong s& dén noi ta cir ong di, 6ng Roydon. Néu ong khong tuan lénh, ta s& tong
ca 6ng va co vg phu thity ctia dng vao Thap i tdi muru phan. Va con t¢ hon nita kia,” ba ta n6i, d6i mit long lén.

Co6 nguoi g6 cura.

“Vio dil” Elizabeth gim Ién.

“Nit b4 téc Pembroke xin duge dign kién, thua bé ha,” mdt tén linh kinh can thua.

“Trdi a,” nit hoang chiri thé. “Ta khong bao i c6 durge mdt phit binh yén 4? Cho ba ta vao.”

Mary Sidney tién vao phong, chiéc khin trim va ¢b 40 xép nép cta c6 cudn kén theo nhip di chuyén tir phong cho lanh 180 cho 61 can phong nong ham
hp mi nir hoang dang c6 mt. ¢6 nhim goi chao duyén dang ¢ nira duong di, ludt di tiep vao trong phong va lai nhin gbi chao hoan hao mot lan nira.
“Nit hoang b¢ ha,” ¢6 noi, dau cti thap.

“Chuyén gi dura ba vao triéu thé, phu nhan Permbroke?”

“Ngudi da tirng ban cho thdn mdt an hug, thura bé ha — phong khi can thiét.”

“Phai, phai,” Elizabeth git gong dap. “Chong ba gio mudn gi 4?”

“khong gi ca.”” Mary dumg thing Ién. “Than dén dé xin duoc phép giri nhd ba Roydon mdt mon db vun vit quan trong.”

“Ta khong hinh dung ndi Iy do tai sao,” Elizabeth bit bé. “Ba ta c6 vé chéng c6 ich ciing khong théo vat gi.”

“Than can nhitng chiéc cdc thity tinh dic biét ding cho cc thi nghiém na chi cd thé kiém duoc tir xuong san xuét clia hoang dé Rudolf: Vo ctia anh trai
than — xin thir 161 cho than, vi sau cai chét cta Philip chi dy gio tai hon va a nif ba tude Essex — cho than bi€t rang 6ng Roydon sap dugc ctr t6i Praha.
Ba Roydon s€ di cting 6ng ay, véi su chiic phuc ctia nguoi, va tim kiém thir than can.”

“that hdo huyen, thiing nhoc ngu ngde! B turde Essex khong khang cur ndi chuyén chia sé méu thong tin hdn biét véi ca thé giéi.” Elizabeth xoay ngodt di
trong mdt ludng gi6 clia bac va vang “Ta s& iy dau con vet tur cao tur dai d6 vi chuyén nay!”

“Ngudi da hira voi than, thua bé ha, khi anh trai than hy sinh bao vé virong qudc ctia nguoi, ring mdt ngiy nio d6 ngudi sé& ban cho than mot an hué.”
Mary diu dang cuoi voi Matthew va t6i.

“Va ba mubn ling phi mjt mén qua gia trj nhur thé cho hai ngudi nay u?” Elizabeth to vé hoai nghi,

“Matthew tirng ciru sdng Philip. Ong 4y gidng nhur anh trai ctia thdn.” Mary chép miit nhin nit hoang véi dang vé ngdy tho nghiém tuic.

“Ba cod ﬂ‘lé vira diu dang lai vira mo mng, phu nhn Pembroke. Ta u6e ching ta dugc nhin thiy ba nhiéu hon trong triéu.” Elizabeth gio hai tay lén.
“Puogc r(}i Tas8 ngr 1o1. Nhung ta Iruép Edward Kelley hién dién trude it ta vao gitta mia he — va ta khong muon chuyén nay bi lam Ion xon €n, hay
cé chiu Au déu bict vi€c ctia ta. Ong hi€u ta chir, ong Roydon?”

“Vang, thura bé ha,” Matthew n6i qua ham ring nghién chat.

“Vay thi hly vic xac dén Praha di. Hay mang vo 6ng theo ciing, dé m vui Iong phu nhin Pembroke.”

“P%i on ngudi, bé ha.” Matthew trong kha déng lo nhur thé anh wéc gi c6 thé vat cai dau toc gia ctia Elizabeth Tudor khoi than thé ba.

“Bién khoi mit ta di, tit ca cac nguoi, trudc khi ta d6iy.” Elizabeth tré vé chiéc ghé ctia ba va ngdi sup xubng dua vao lung ghé duoc tram khic hoa

van.

bure ngai Burghley hét dAu ra hi¢u ching toi lam theo ménh Knh ctia nit hoang. Nhung Matthew khong thé dé niic cac van dé dimg yén d6 chua giai

quyét.

“mdt 101 hru y, thura bé ha. Xin ding dét long tin cia nguoi vao ba tude Essex.”

“Ong khong thich han, 6ng Roydon, ca William hay Walter ciing thé. Nhung hén lim ta cam thay tré lai.” Elizabeth chiéu d6i mét den Iy nhin anh. “Ong

da tirg bay t6 rang s€ phuc vu vi ta va goi ta nhd toi nhitng thoi gian vui vé hon. Gio 6ng da tim duoc ngurdi khac va ta da bi bo roi.”
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“sur quan tAm clia ta giong nhur cai bong dudi anh mit troi/ Pudi theo khi ta bay, va bay di khi ta theo du6i/ Dimg va ném bén canh ta, lim nhimg gi ta
lam,”” Matthew khé n6i. “Than la Cai Bong cua ngudi, thua bé ha, va khong c6 quyén Iua chon nhung s& dén noi nguoi dan dat.”

“Ta mét moi rdi,” Elizabeth néi rdi quay dau di, “ciing ching c6 bung da ndo danh cho tho vdi ca nita. Hay dé méc ta.”
sksksk
“Ching ta s& khong di Praha,”” Matthew ni khi ching 6 tr6 lai thuyén ctia Henry va hudng vé London. “Chiiing ta phai vé nha.”

“Nit hoang s& khong dé yén cho anh chi boi vi anh chay trén dén Woodstock dau, Matthew,” Mary n6i hop tinh hop 1y, viti minh vao trong tAm chan
long.

“anh 4y khong 4m chi Woodstock, Mary a,” toi giai thich. “Matthew mudn ndi dén mot noi. ... xa hon.”
“A.” Long may Mary nhiu lai. “O.” Gwong mit ¢6 tré nén ban thin.

“Nhung chiing ta dang & quéa gin dé dat dugc nhing gi mong mudn,” toi néi. “Chiing ta biét cudn ¢b thur & dau, va né ¢6 thé giai dap cho tit ca nhimg
nghi van cua ching ta.”

“Va c6 thé n6 v nghiia, gidng nhur cubn b thur & nha 6ng Dee,” Matthew mét kién nhan dép. “Chiing ta s& tim c4ch khac.”

Nhung sau d6 Walter da thuyét phuc Matthew ring nit hoang rit nghiém tiic va s& tong ca hai ching t6i vao Thap néu ching toi tir chdi ngudi. Khi t6i ké
lai cho Goody Alsop, b ciing phén dbi dén Praha nhur Matthew.

“Chdu nén di vé thoi dai ctia minh, dirmg du hanh xa x6i dén Praha. Cho dui chéu & lai ddy, ciing s& mét nhidu tuan & m6i chudn bj duoc mdt cau thin cha
¢6 thé mang chau vé nha. Phép thuat c6 nhiing luat 16 dan dét va nguyén tic ctia nd mi chau con chira ném dugc, Diana a. Tt ca nhitng gi chéu c6 lic
nay la mot con rong lira wong nganh, mjt glaem gan nhur dang bi tréi bude, va mot xu huéng dat nhitng cau hoi co dap an gy hai. Chau khong c6 du
kién thirc vé thuat phap dé tiép tuc ké hoach ctia minh.”

“Chau s& tiép tuc nghién ctru hoc tAp & Praha, chéu hira.” Toi cam Ky doi tay ba. “Matthew da dat duoc mdt giao kéo voi nir hoang c6 thé béo ¢ hang
chuc phu thtty. Chiing chau khong thé chia cach. Qua nguy hi€ém. Chau s€ khong d€ anh ay t6i triéu dinh ctia hoang dé ma khong c6 chan.”

“khong,” ba mim cui buon ba noi. “khong bao gitr chimg nio than thé chau con mdt hoi thé. Tot Eim. Hay di cing wearth ctia chau. Nhung haly biét
diéu nay, Diana Roydon: Chau sap stra budc vao mot hanh trinh moi, va ta khong the tién doan dugc n6 cé thé dan téi daw.”

“Hon ma ctia Bridget Bishop da ndi véi chau “khong ¢6 con duong ndo ¢ phia trrde ma khong ¢6 anh ta.” Khi chau cam thiy cudc sdng clia ching chau
dang cudn vao nhiing dong xody khon luong, chau lai lay sy an ui tir nhitng 101 n6i d6,” t0i ndi, ¢ gang an ti ba. “Chirng ndo Matthew va chau con &
bén nhau, Goody Alsop, noi ndo ching chau di cting khong quan trong.”

Ba ngy sau trong 1& hoi St. Brigid, chiing t6i ra khoi bt dau hanh trinh dai tdi dé ché La M than thanh, tim kiém mdt g yéu tinh nguoi anh phan boi, va
sau rot, dé nhin thay cuon c6 thir Ashimole 782.

Ban dang doc truyén Mgt Ma Phi Thiry duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhidu truyén hon & EbookFull(dot)Net.

Chuwong 26

Verin de Clermont ngdi trong ngdi nha ctia ¢6 ta tai Berlin va nhin chiim chii vao t& bao, khong tin vio méit minh.

To Boc Lap Ngay 1 thang Hai nam 2010

“mdt ngurdi phu nit da phat hién mot cudn sach ¢b thude vé Mary Sidney, nit thi si ndi tiéng thoi dai Elizabeth va i em gai ctia Ngai Philip Sidney.

‘N6 ném&én cai ti chan pho truong C}”Ja me 01 & dau céu,tlnng,” Henn'g:tta Barber, 62 tudi, ké véi to Doc Lap. Ba Barber dang lau don nhirng thir
thudc vé me ba trude khi yén nghi. “DAi voi tdi nd trong giong mot bo gidy cii ki rach nat.”
Céc chuyén gia tin ring cudn séch ¢d ndy biéu hién nhur mot cudn sb ghi chép cac cong viée lién quan dén thuat gia kim duoc Nit ba tude Pembroke cét

gilr trong subt mia dong nam 1590/91. Céc gidy tor lién quan dén khoa hoc ciia nir ba tude duge cho 1 da b hity hoai trong mot vu chay tai nha Wilton
vao thé ky murdi bay. Nguoi ta khong rd Bm cach ndo ma nhimg thir nay lai thudc s& hitu ctia gia dinh Barber.

“Ching ta nhé dén Mary Sidney trude hét voi tur cach B mot nha tho,” mdt dai dién cia nha du gid Sotheby binh ludin, vi ndy s& sap ddt mon do vao
buoi dau gia thang Nam, “nhung vao thoi ay, ba con noi tiéng 1a mot nha thue hanh gia kim thuat vi dai.”
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Cubn séch ¢b duoc dic biét quan tim vi né con chi rd rang nit ba twdc da duoce hd tro trong phong thi nghiém ctia ba. Trong mot thi nghiém dé “viéc
tao ra cdy Diange,” ba da nhan dang ngudi phu ta ciia minh bang chit ci viét hoa DR. “Ching ta ¢6 the khong bao gio xac dinh dugc ngudi dan ng da
gitp 4o nix ba tude Pembroke,” sir gia Nigel Warminster cta dai hoc Cambridge giai thich, “nhung cubn cd thur nay s& cho ching ta biét mdt lugng
thong tin khong 16 vé sur phat trién thi nghiém trong thoi cach mang khoa hoc.”

“Céi gi thé, Schatz?” Ernst Neurmann dit ly ruou trude mit vo. ¢d trong qua mire nghiém tic d6i voi mot budi tdi thir Hai, ma hém nay lai B gwong nit
Verin ngay thir Sau.

“khong co gi,” ¢d Am bam dap lai, mét van dan chit vao cac dong chit in trude nit. “mdt miu tin v& cong viée gia toc chura hoan thanh y ma.”

“C6 lién quan dén Baldwin 42 anh ta lai d4nh mét mdt triéu euro ngay hom nay sa0?” Nguoi anh vo ny la mjt ngudi co khiéu kiém tién, va Ernst khong
hoén toan tin tuéng anh ta. Baldwin d4 rén giiia toi luyén anh trong nhitng vu ric rdi thwong mai qudc té khi Emst van con tré. Ernst gio dd gin sau muroi,
va ban be ghen ty vi nguoi v tré trung cta anh. Nhimg | tAm anh cudi cta ho I hinh Veerin trong y nhur mdi chyp ngiy hém nay cling mdt phién ban hai
muroi im tudi ctia chinh anh, duogc cAt gidu an toan khuat khoi tim nhin,

“Baldwin khong bao gior dé mit mit triéu bt ctr loai tién ndo trong ddi anh ta.” Emst nhan thdy Verin khong thuc sy tra 1oi cau hoi ctia anh.

anh kéo to béo anh vé phia minh va doc bai in trén d6. “Tai sao em lai quan tAm ti mot cubn sach ci?”

‘De em goi mot cude dién thoai trude da,” ¢6 kin déo n6i. Hai tay van vitng vang ném dién thoai nhung Ernst nhinra biéu hién khac thudng trong doi
mét mau bac clia cd. ¢d 4y dang tirc gian, so hai va nghi vé& qué khir. anh da thiy cing céi nhin d6 vao khoanh khic trure khi Verin ciru sbng anh, giat
anh ra khoi ba me ké ctia ¢0.

“Em dang goi cho Mélisande a?”

“Ysabeau,” Verin may moc ndi, bam mot loat $0.

“Ysebeau, ding rdi,” Emst noi. C6 thé hicu duge anh thiy kho long m nghi t6i me ké cta Verin béng bit cir cai tén ndo khac hon céi tén duoc ding dé
chi nit chua cua gia dinh de Clermont khi ba ta giét cha ctia Ernst sau chién tranh.

Cude goi ctia Verin it thoi gian két ndi lau mot cach qua dang. Emst c6 thé nghe thiy nhiing tiéng lch cach la king, nhur thé cude goi duoc chuyén tiép
hét Ian nay t6i 1an khac. Cudi ciing nd ciing thdng, Pién thoai d6 chudng,

“Ai d6?” mit giong tré trung hoi. anh ta nghe ¢6 vé 1 ngudi My - hoiic ngudi anh, nhung trong 4m gan nhur bién miét.

Verin gac may ngay lap tirc. c6 tha dién thoai )(uéng ban va vii mét vao hai ban tay. “Oi, Chua oi. N6 dang that su xay ra, y nhu cha emda n6i.”

“Em dang lam anh s¢ d4y, Schatz,” Ernst n6i. anh d nhin thiy nhiél} diéu khing khié'pﬂ trong doi, nhung khong c6 thir gi manh mé bafmg thir tra tin Verin
trong nhiing dip hiém hoi khi c6 tht sur ngii. Nhiing con 4c mong vé Philippe da du dé lam suy sup ngudi vor binh thudng von rat diem tinh cta anh. “Ai
nghe may the?”

“khong phai la nguoi mong doi,” Verin dap, giong c6 nghen nghen. Do mét mau xam ngude 1én nhin anh. “Matthew dang ra phai tra 1oi cude goi, nhung
anh ay khong thé. Boi anh ay khong ¢ ddy, anh ay dang ¢ noi d6.” ¢d nhin to bao.

“Verin, em dang ndi gi vo ly thA ” Ermnst nghiém nghi n6i. anh chua bao gior gip ngudi anh ké rc r6i ndy, thanh phin tri thirc va 1 con chién ghé trong gia
dinh. Nhung ¢6 lai dang quay s6 dién thoai lan nita. Lan nay cudc goi dugc thong thing,

“cb ¢6 doc bao homnay khong, c6 Verin? Chau da trong doi cude goi ctia ¢b hang gios 11,

“Chdu dang ¢ déu, Gallowglass?” Cau chdu trai ld mjt ké phi€u bat khéip noi. Trong qua khir cdu ta giri dén nhing tAm buru anh ma khong ghi gl ngoai
mot sb dién thoai, chiing duoc g tir moi con dudng cdu dang di: xa 16 ¢ Dirc, dudng 16 66 & My, Trollstigen 6 Na Uy, duong ham xuyén nii Guoliang
¢ Trung Qudc. cb da nhan duoc vai 1i thong bao cut lin kiéu nay tr khi bt dau ky nguyén dién thoai quay sb qudc té. V6i GPS va mang Internet, ¢o
¢6 thé xac dinh dugc Gallowglass & bt ky dau. Dui vy, Verin van nhé nhitng tim buru anh kia.

“Pau d6 ¢ bén ngoai Warrambool,” Gallowglass ang chirng,

“Warrnambool I3 cai noi quai nao ha?”” Verin hoi.

“Australia,” Ernst va Gallowglass néi cting lic.

“C6 phai chéu nghe thiy mot trong 4m tiéng Dirc khong nhi? c6 da tim thiy ban trai moi roi 42" Gallowglass tréu choc.

“Coi chirng déy, nhoc,” Verin nat. “Tuy cau la ngudi nha, nhung ta van c6 thé xé toac cd hong cdura déy. bola chéng ta, Ernst.”

Ernst nhoai nguoi vé phia trurde tir ghé ngdi va ic dau vé canh céo. anh khong thich mdi khi vo anh hoa than thanh mot nir ma ca rong — cho di c6 khoe
hon. Verin phay tay gat di ndi quan ngai ctia anh.
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Gallowglass cuoi khing khuc, con Emst thi quyét dinh ring anh ching ma ca rdng la nay ¢6 vé on. “D6 mdi ki ¢ Verin déng so ctia chau. that vui duoc
nghe thay giong ¢d sau bao nhiéu ndim Va dung c6 gid vo nhu ¢6 khong ngac nhién chit nao véi cau chuyén d6 so véi viée chau nhan duoc cude goi clia

A 99

CO.

“mdt phén trong c¢d hy vong 1 6ng dang ndi mé sang,” Verin thi nhan, nhé lai cai démkhi c6 va Gallowglass ngdi bén girdng Philippe va Fing nghe ong
lam nham

“cd twong bénh d6 lay truyén va chau ciing dang ndi nham ding khong?”” Gallowglass bé lai. Verin dé y cau ta ¢6 vé rat thich Philippe nhitng ngay do.

“c6 da hy vong do chi la trudng hop tinh thé, nhu mdt diéu hién nhién.” Tin vao diéu d6 d& dang hon 14 tin vao hra chon kia: cAu chuyén khong thé 6 cia
cha c6 v&€ mdt phu thity se soi thoi gian 1a sy that.

“Di1 sao ¢6 van s& giit 10i hira chir?”” Gallowglass nhe nhang noi.

Verin ngdp ngimg. Chi mdt thoang thoi, nhung Ernst da thay. Verin luén gitt 10i hira. Khi anh con 1 mdt cau bé co ro sg hai, Verin da hira véi anh ring
anh s€ tro thanh mdt ngudi dan 6ng. Ernst da bau viu vao 101 cam doan ay khi anh méi sau tudi, y nhu anh bau viu vao tat ca nhiing 101 Verin hira tir khi
do.

“co chura gip Matthew véi ¢o y. K& tir khi co...”

“Ta s& nghi anh trai ké cta ta thim chi con hon ca mdt ric rdi u? khong thé nao.”

“Hay cho c6 4y mot co hdi, Verin. c6 dy ciing I con gai ctia Philippe. Ma 6ng thi c6 mot thAm my tinh té tuyét voi vé& phy nir.”
“Phu thiy d6 khong phai 1 con gii thit su ctia 6ng,” Verin ndi ludn.

trén mdt con duong gan Warmarmbool, Gallowglass mim mdi va tir chdi trd Joi. Verin c6 thé biét vé Diana va Matthew nhiu hon bét cii ai khdc trong gia
dinh, nhung c6 khong biét nhiéu bang cu. s& c6 vo s6 co hdi dé ban ludn vé ma ca rong va bon tré khi cap vo chong nay tro vé. Gio khong can thict
phai tranh cai vé nd.

“Hon nira, Matthew khong & day,” Verin noi, nhin vao to bdo. “co da goi Vao s6 d6. Co aido tra loi, khong phai la Baldwin.” B6 Ia ly do ¢6 ngit ket
ndi nhanh nhur thé. Néu Matthew khong phai dang dan dat dong tu, vay thi s6 dién thoai 4y dang 1& phai dugc chuyén sang cho ngudi con trai con séng
duy nhit mang dong méu ctia Philippe. “Conso d6” da dugce S]I]h ra tir nhiing nam dAu tién m6i co dién thoai. Philippe da chon 16:917, vingay smh
nhit ciia Ysabeau vao thang Chin. Vi mdi cong nghé méi va mdi sy thay ddi thanh cong trong hé thdng dién thoai qudc gia va qudc té, con sb nay van
khong suy chuyen, va 1ap lai hién dai hon.

“cd da goi toi Marcus.” Gallowglass ciing da goi s do.
“Marcus?” Verin tho it ra. “Tuong lai ctia nhimg ngudi nha de Clermont phuy thude vio Marcus u?”

“c6 ciing hily cho cdu ta co hdi, Verin. Cau ta [ mdt ching trai tot.” Gallowglass ngimg lai. “Vi tuong lai clia gia toc, dicu d6 phy thude vao tit ca ching
ta. Philippe da biét dicu d6, nén 6ng moi bat ching ta hira quay tré vé Sept-Tours.”

Philippe de Clermont rat dic biét dbi voi con gii va chdu trai cua 6ng. Ho da thiy duoc cac diu hiéu: cau chuyén v& mot phi thily tré ngudi My v6i st
manh to 16n tén Bishop, gia kim thudt, va roi xuat hién nhitng phat hién lich st di thuong,

Sau do, va chi sau 6, Gallowglass va Verin s& trd vé chd ngdi ciia gia dinh de Clermont. Philippe da khong sin long tiét 19 Iy do vi sao viéc gia dinh tu
hop lai cting nhau quan trong dén the, nhung Gallowglass biét.

Gallowglass da chd doi subt hang thap ky. Rdi anh nghe duroc chuyén vé mdt phi thiy dén tir Massachusetts tén Rebecca, mot trong nhitng hau dué
cudi cling ctia Bridget Bishop dén tir Salem. Loi ddn dai vé strc manh ciia ¢ lan truyén rong khip, ciing nhur ¢4 tin ttre v& céi chét bi kich cua co.
Gallowglass 1an theo diu vét ¢ con gai song sot ciia ¢d ta t6i phia bac bang New York. anh dinh ky dén kiém tra c6 bé, quan sat khi Diana Bishop du
trén céac thanh truyén monkey bar ¢ san choi, dén céc biva tiéc sinh nhat, va tot nghi€p dai hoc. Gallowglass cé cam giac ty hao nhu bét ky bac cha me
ndo khi thdy ¢6 qua duoc ky thi vin dap Oxford. Va anh thuong dimg ngay bén dudi chim chudng & théap Harkness, Yale, tiéng chudng vang doi chan
dong xuyén qua khép than thé anh, trong khi ¢6 gido sur tré di bd bang qua khu san bi. Quéan 4o ctia c¢6 khac, nhung khdng 6 gi nhim lan dugce véi
dang di kién quyét ctia Diana hay dudng nét bo vai ¢d, mdi khi co mic vay phong va ¢b 40 xép nép hay mot cai quan dai cing chiée 40 jacket nam
khong kiéu cach.

Gallowglass da c6 ging giir khoang cach, nhung d6i khi anh phéi can thiép — gidng nhur cai ngay niing hrong ctia c6 161 kéo mdt g3 yéu tinh t6i bén canh
va sinh vét khac ngudi ndy bat dau bam theo ¢6. Nhung Gallowglass iy lm ti hao vé ban thin minh vi hing trim lan anh d4 phai kiém ché dé khong
lao bd xubng cau thang ctia thip chudng Yale, choang hai canh tay 6m Iy gido sur Bishop va n6i cho ¢6 nghe anh vui mimg dén mirc nao duoc gip lai
¢ sau biét bao nam troi.

Khi Gallowglass biét ring Baldwin da dugc goi vé Sept-Tours theo énh ctia Ysabeau vi mdt trudng hop khéan cp khong 16 ndo do lién quan dén
Matthew, chang Gael biét gi&r chi con 1 vén d8 thoi gian trude khi nhimg diéu di thuong lién quan dén lich sir xuét hién. Gallowglass da thdy bai béo vé
phat hién hai burc tranh tiéu hoa v6 danh thoi Elizabeth. Liic anh tim t6i Sotheby, ching da bi mua mit. Gallowglass da hoang mang lo king, nghii ching ¢6
thé roi nhdm vao tay ngudi khac. Nhung anh da danh gia thip Ysabeau. Khi anh n6i chuyén véi Marcus sang nay, cau con trai ctia Matthew khing dinh
chiing dang an toan nim trén ban Ysabeau tai Sept-Tours. Vy I d& hon bon trim nam ké tir khi Gallowglass bi mét mang céc burc tranh di gidu tai mot
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ngdi nha & Shropshire. s& thét tuyét dwoc nhin thiy ching — va hai sinh vt duoc v& trong d6 — mot an nita.

Trong khi anh dang chuan bj cho chuyén tu hop bao t6 nhur anh vén luon ki bang viée di chuyén thit xa va nhanh nhét ¢6 the. C6 thoi né timg K bién
ca va phai di bang duong tau, nhung gio Galowglass di duong bo, lai md 6 chay quanh khong biét bao nhiéu ng 1€ zic zic va nhing swon nii. Lan gio
I qua méi toc bom xom ctia anh va chiéc 4o jacket da dm sat quanh ¢6 dé che di lan da khong bao gio c6 mit vét ram nang nao, Gallowglass da san
sang cho cudc goi nhan nhiém vy d€ hoan thanh 1oi hira tir rat lau trude ddy ctia anh nhambao vé gia tdc de Clermont bang bat cir gia nao.
“Gallowglass? Chau van con d6 ch?” Gigng Verin r¢ 1€ qua dién thoai, kéo cau chau trai lai tir con mo mang,

“Van ¢ day, c6 Verin.”

“Khi ndo chdu dinh di?” Verin tho dai va nga dAu vao 1ong ban tay. ¢ khong cho phép minh nhin Erst. Emnst toi nghiép, ngudi da chi tim két hon voi
mot ma ca rong, va khi lim vy, anh da vo thirc dem ban thén dinh lu vao mot céu chuyén ctia méu va sir thém khét da dan cai va xody 1on xuyén suot
hang thé ky. Nhung ¢ da hira véi cha minh, va méic du Philippe da chét, Verin khong theé dé ong that vong vao lic ndy, va ngay tir ban dau cling khong.
“Chau da bao Marcus doi chau vao ngay kia.” Gallowglass s& khong thira nhén minh théy nhe nhdm boi quyét dinh cia co.

“Chiing ta s& giip chau & d6.” Verin s& can thoi gian dé bao tin cho Ernst rang anh sap phai song dudi mai nha ciia me ké ¢6. anh s& khong vui vé gi dau.
“Thurong 16 binh an nhé, ¢6 Verin,” Gallowglass c6 thét ra trude khi ¢b clp méy.

Gallowglass cl}o dién thoai vao tdi va nhin dam dam ra ‘bién’ anh di bi Qén} tau mot ]ﬁn t{én b bién Austra}ia nay anh yéu noi’anh duoc x6 vao bo, mit
nang tién ca dén bén man tau trong con gidng bao dé roi thay anh ¢6 the song trén dat bang. anh v6i tim may dicu thuoe 1. Giong nhu viée 1i xe mod t6
ma khong c6 mii bao hiém, hit thude cling 1a mdt cach miét thi vii tru van vét ndy da ban ting anh sy bat tir bang tay ndy con tay kia lai lay di tirng nguoi
anh yéu thuong,

“Ca nguoi cling s€ mang nhirng thir nay di khoi ta phai khong?” anh hoi ngon gi6. Gi6 xi xao dap lai. Matthew va Marcus da c6 nhiing y kién rét kién
quyét vé viéc hit thude gian tiep. Bdi thude 1a khong giét ndi bon ho, khong c6 nghiia ho nén hity di€t nhiing ngudi xung quanh.

“Néu giét chét tat ca bon ho, thi ta s& &n gi day?” Marcus da chi ra mdt logic khong thé nham [An duoc. D6 3 mot quan diém ky la dbi voi mot ma ca
rong, nhung Marcus ndi tiéng vi dicu do, Matthew ciing khong kha hon la may. Gallowglass cho day 1a khuynh huédng chiu anh huong boi nén gido duc.

anh da hit xong diéu thudc va Iyc tim trong ti 40 mot cai bao da nhd chira hai muroi tw mau gd tron c6 dudng kinh gin ba phan va day khoang nim ly.
Ching duoc cat tir canh mdt cay bi dbt trui moc 1én gﬁn ngodi nha td tién clia anh. Mdi mau gS c6 mit vét xém trén bé mit, nhitng mau ty cta mdt thir
ngodn ngit ma khong con ai st dung nita.

anh Iudn ¢ mdt s ton trong danh cho phép thuat, tham chi trude ca khi gip Diana Bishop. C6 nhimng sirc manh trén khip trai dat va bién ca ma khong
sinh vat ndo hiéu dugc, va Gallowglass biét 16 du dé nhin theo cach khac khi ching dén. Nhung anh khong thé khang cur lai nhitng chit rune than bi.
Ching gitp anh dinh vi dugc nhitng vimg mrde nguy hiém trong sé ménh ctia minh.

anh rc nhitng miu gd nhin min, dé ching roi qua k& tay nhur nurée. anh muén biét hudng di cia thiy tridu — cling hudng véi ngudi nha de Clermont hay
chdng lai ho?

Khi dimg lai, anh rdt ra mot chit rune no6i vé cac van dé dang bé tic lic nay. Nyd, con chir turong trung cho sy ving niit va ndi khao khét. Gallowglass
4n ban tay vio thi lan nita dé hiéu rd thém nhirng gi anhrruonnamglu trong trong lai. Odal, nét cham biéu hi¢n méi nha, gia dinh va sur ké thira. anh rit
ra chit rune cudi cling, con chit s& cho anh biét cach Bp dy udc mudn day dirt ciia anh.

Rad. mdt chit rune rdi loan, tuong trung cho ca sy tréy vé ya ra di, mot hanh trinh bat du va két thic, An gip g0 dAutién ciing 1a cude sum hop duge
cho doi tr [Au. Ban tay Gallowglass khép lai quanh mau go. Lan nay y nghii ctia nd thit rd rang,

“cd ciing thurong 10 binh an nhé, Diana. Va hdly mang nguoi chii iy ctia chdu di ciing,” Gallowglass n6i v6i bién ca va bau troi trude khi leo 16n xe méy va
hudng téi mdt turong lai anh khong con phai hinh dung hay tri hodn nita.

Ban dang doc truyén Mdar Md Phu Thiy dugc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull(chAm)Net.

Chuong 27

“Chiéc tat dai mau do cta anh dau 16i?” Matthew chay sim sap xudng ]éu, cau cd trude dbng hom xiéng la liét khéip san. TAm trang anh di c6 mdt budc
ngodt quyét dinh tré nén i t& hon trén duong di qua chuyen hanh trinh bén tuan & khi ching toi phéi tach Pierre, bon tre va hanh ly ¢ Hamburg. Ching
61 mat thém murdi ngaty niva boi di chuyén tir anh vao quoc gia theo Thién Chiia gido tinh thoi gian bang mot nién lich khéc. O Praha, gios B ngiy muoi
mdt thang Ba, ma bon tré va Pierre phéi t6i noi roi.
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“anh s& khong bao gid tim duroc nd trong ddng hdn don nay!” Matthew cin nhin, trit con buc doc vao mdt chiée vay 16t ciia toi.

Sau khi séng nhd vao cac i bude trén yén ngura va doc nhat mot cai ruong ding chung trong nhiéu tuan 18, ‘Eét ca do ding tur trang duoc giri da dén ba
ngay sau khi ching t6i don vao mot ngdi nha hep ngang, cao chénh vénh trén con doc dai o Sporrengasse dan téi lau dai Praha. Nhiing hang x6m nguoi
DPurc ctia ching t6i da gan tén pho 1a Spur boi ho cho rang d6 1a cach duy nhat de thuyet phuc mdt con ngua leo nguoc 1€n pho.

“Em khong biét anh c6 tat dai mau do déy,” toi ndi, dimg thing lén.

“C6 chir.” Matthew bat ddu boi quanh mot cai hom dyung db vai lanh cua toi.

“Ching khong c6 trong d6 dau,” t6i noi, nhdc nhé diéu hién nhién d6.

Chang ma ca rong nghién ring “anh d tim & khéip moi noi roi.”

“Pé em tim ching cho.” Téi nhin chiéc quan legging den dimg dén mdt cach hoan hao ctia anh. “Tai sao phai B miu do?”

“Vianh dang c6 ging thu hit su chii  ctia Dtrc Hoang Dé La Ma Thin Thanh kia!” Matthew sa vio mdt dong quén 4o khéc ciia toi.

Doi tit dai mau do tuoi nhu méu s& bt mét hon, mién sao ngudi dan éng chi dinh méc ching i mot ma ca rdng cao hon mot mét chin, va ¢ doi chén
that dai. Tuy nhién, dung tdm ctia Matthew cho ké hoach nay khong hé nao ning. To6i tép trung tinh than, doi hoi chiéc quan tat tu hién than, va lan theo
nhirg soi chi mau dd. Lan theo dau vét clia ngurdi va do vat [a mot kha nang hitu ich khi la mdt thg dét, va t6i da cd vai co hdi tan dung nd trén duong
di

“Nguoi dua thur ctia cha anh d& dén chura?”” Matthew gop thém mot chiée vy 16t khac vao ngon niii vay 4o ndm gitta hai ching t6i va dinh ddo béi tiép.

“Bén roi, khong biét 1 thir gi, dang dé canh cira dy.” Toi tim xuyén qua Kng mot chiée ti bip phé qua khd: mot chudi nhimg bao tay sit, tim khién c6
hinh dai bang hai d4u trén nt, va mot dong db dac bat dia duoc trau trudt ti mi. Toi vui mimg khua khua nhing dng tAt dai miu d6. “Tim thiy rdil”

Matthew da quén béng mat con khing hoang hang dét kim ny. Goi buu kién dang chiém toan b sy chily ctia anh. Toi nhin sang thir dang khién anh
qua ddi kinh ngac.

“Po... lamdt tac phém cta Bosch a?” Toi nhan ra tic phdm clia Hieronymus Bosch bdi cach dimg cac dung cu gia kim va trurong phai twong trung ky
quai ctia Ong ta. Ong ta phi kin cac tAm van go bang nhitng con c4 chuon, con tring, do gia dung c& khong 10, va trai cdy goi cam. Rét A trudc khi
trang thai phé thudc 1 mdt, Bosch d nhin thé gi6i ndy trong nhitng sic mau ruc 16 va su két hop dang lo ngai.

Tuy nhién, g10ng nhu cac tac pham Hobein ctia Matthew & Choi Gac C6, cong trinh nay rat la. N6 1 mot b ba birc tranh, dwoc ghép tir ba tAm van gb
¢6 khép ndi. N6 duroc thiét ké dé dat trén bé tho, cac bo tranh ba birc dugc giit kin ngoai trir nhimg dip 1€ t6n gido diic biét, va hiém khi dugc trung
bay bén ngoai cac vién bao tang hién dai. Toi ban khoan khong biét minh con bo 16 hinh anh dang kinh ngac nio nita khong,

Nguoi hoa sda phi ra bén ngoai cac tAm van mot chit nhudm mau den murot nhur nhung, mot cai cdy kho queo dang lung linh téa sang dudi dnh trang
Vit ngang qua mat trude cd hai tamvan kia. mt con s6i ti hon niip minh dudi damre va mdt con ¢t d4u trén canh cdy cao. Ca hai con vat déu nhin
cham cham vao ngudi xem mot cach ¢d y. Hang ta nhitng con mit khac sang quic ndi Ién tir nén t6i den quanh cai cdy, quai g va 10 idu. Phia sau cay
s0i chét, simg stg nhitng cai cay tudng chimg nhu binh thudng voi thin mau xanh nhot va canh mau xanh luc 6ng 4nh toa sang nhiéu hon cho khung
canh. Chi khi nhin k§ hon, t6i moi théy nhirng cai tai dang moc trén cdy, nhur thé ching dang ling nghe Am thanh ctia dém

“N6 ¢6 y nghia gi?”” T6i hoi, nhin chéim chiim vao tic pham ctia Bosch théic nic.

Céc ngdn tay Matthew nghich ngom nhitng cai moc trén chiéc 40 chén ctia anh. “N¢ dién giai mdt cau tuc ngit ¢d ctia Flemish: “Tai vach, mach rimg; boi
viy ti s& quan sat, im lng, va ling nghe.”” Cau ndi ndy g6i gon hoan hao cude doi dAy bi mat ctia Matthew va goi t6i nhé t6i khéu higu hién thoi ciia
Elizabeth. Lop bén ngoai ctia b tranh md ta ba phong canh ¢6 mdi tirong quan v6i nhau: mot burc ta nhiing thién than sa ngfi, duoc V& trén ctng phong
nén den murot nhur nhung, Ban dau thoang nhin, tréng ho nhu nhirng con chudn chuon V61 doi canh kép toa sang lung linh, nhung lai 6 than thé cta con
ngudi, voi diu va chin vin xoén lai trong su tra tin, glong céc thién thin roi xubng tir thién duong, trén tAm van dbi dién, bong hong chét danh cho Cude
Phan Xét Cubi Ciing trong mdt khung canh con khing khiép hon ca nhiing birc bich hoa & Sept-Tours. Nhirg chiéc quai ham md toang ctia ¢a va s6i a
161 vao dia nguc, nhét vao d6 ké bi doa diy va ky thac ching cho ndi dau dén giay vo bét tan.

Tuy nhién bitc ¢ chinh gitta lai o mdt hinh nh rat khéc vé céi chét: Lazarus hoi sinh diém nhién tréo ra khoi quan tai ctia Ong ta. V6i doi chn dai, méi toc
den, nét mit nghiém nghi, nhin kha giong Matthew. Xung quanh vién tam van & gitta, nhiing cy nho thiéu sinh khi ket hoa trai la ling. m6t s6 nho mau.
S6 con lai sinh ra con nguoi va loai vét. Va khong hé ¢6 Chiia Jesus trong toan b tac pham

“Lazarus giong anh. Ché trach anh khong mudn Rudolf ¢6 n6.” Toi dua cho Matthew dbi tit ctia anh. “Bosch hin ciiing phéi biét anh i ma ca rong.”

“Jeroen — hay Hieronymus nhu em biét — d thiy vai diéu ong ta khong nén thiy,” Matthew u 4m noi. “anh khong biét Jeroen da chimg kién canh anh 3n
cho t6i khi anh thay cac birc phac hoa 6ng ta v& anh voi mdt sinh vat mau ndng. Tir ngay do, ong ta tin tat ca sinh vat déu ¢ ban chat hai mét, mot phan
con, mt phan nguoi.”

“Va d6i khi c6 ca mdt phan thuc vt nira,” t6i noi, ngim nghia mdt ngudi phu nit khoa thin cé mdt trai dau tay Bm dau va nhitng trai so ri lAmban tay
dang chay trén mt con quy namdinh ba doi mt con o nhur mil. Matthew thot Ién thich th. “C6 phai Rudolf cling bict anh la ma ca rong, giong nhu
Elizabeth va Bosch khong?”” Toi ngay cang lo ling hon vi s0 lrong nguoi bict bi mat nay.
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“Ding thé. Hoang dé ciing biét anh 1 thanh vién ctia Dai Hoi Dong” anh vin xoin cai quan tit mau do tuoi thinh mdt c4i nit. “Cam on em da timra
C] L4 2

“Gitr hity cho em biét néu anh ¢6 théi quen danh mét chia khéa 6 t6, boi vi em khong mudn bj dinh vao con hoéng loan kiéu nay mbi budi sang khi anh
sap stra di im dau.” T6i ludn hai canh tay vong qua thit hrng anh va ap mé Ién tréi tim anh. Nhip dap chim rdi déu din d6 luon khién ti thiy an tinh.

“Em s& lim gi no, ly di anh sa0?”” Matthew dép tra lai c4i 6m au yém, nga dau lén dau t6i dé chung toi vira khit voi nhau mot cach hoan hao.

“anh d4 hira v6i emma ca rong khong Iy di ma.” T6i siét anh mot c4i. “anh s& gidng mdt nhan vat hoat hinh néu anh méc doi tat do dy vao. Néu 1a anh,
em s& di d61 mau den. anh sé& noi troi mien ban.”

“Pd phu thity,” Matthew ndi, roi budng t6i ra voi mot ny hon.

anh di 16n d0i t6i Au dai, méc chiéc quﬁn tht den dung dén va mang theo mdt cudn thur dai ngoﬁng, (thyc ra Ia doan tho) dé nghi Rudolf mot cudn sach
tuyét di€u cho bd suu tap clia 6ng ta. anh trd xuong sau bon gio dong ho, voi ddi tay khong, va 14 thu da giao cho mdt t€n hau cua hoang de€. khong co
mot cude dién kien nao. Thay vao d6 Matthew da doi cung véi tat ca céac vi dai sit khac dang cau kien.

“Ket trong mot lu dai véi ca dam thén thé nong 4m d6 nhét lai cing nhau thich thét. anh da ¢6 timmdt ch ndo do thoang dé tha, nhung day phong
quanh d6 day nhéc phu thiy.”

“Phu thity u?” T6i tréo xudng khoi cai ban dang ding dé cat thanh girom ctia Matthew an toan Ién noc tit dé do bang vai lanh chuan bi cho khi Jack dén.
“Khoang miy chuc ngudi,” Matthew n6i. “Ho dang phan nin vé nhitng chuyén xay ra & Dirc. Gallowglass dau rdi?””

“Chdu trai anh dang di mua trimg va béao dam an ninh phuc vu cho ngdi nha bing mot quan gia va mot dau bép.” Francoise da thing thimg tir chdi tham
gia cudc hanh trinh cing ching t6i t6i Trung TAm Chéu Au, noi cd 4y coi 1 vimg d4t vo than ciia Lutheran. Gio c6 Ay da quay vé Choi Gac Cb, am tinh
lam i Charles. Gallowglass dang phuc vy nhur thur dong va tong quan gia cua t0i cho t6i khi nhirng nguoi khac dén. anh chang ndi tiéng Prrc va Tay Ban
Nha tuyét hdo, diéu d6 khién anh chang tré nén khong thé thiéu dugc khi lién quan téi viée cung cap thue phim cho ca nha. “Ké cho em nghe thém vé
céac phu thay di.”

“Thénh phd ndy | mdt thién dudng an toan cho moi sinh vét khac nguoi & Trung Tam Chau Au, nhitng ké lo Fing cho sy an toan ctia minh — yéu tinh, ma
ca rong, hodc phu thity. Nhung cac phu thuy thi duge déc biét chao don trong triéu dinh ctia Rudolf, boi ng ta thém nudn tri thire ctia ho. Ca sttc manh
cua ho nira.”

“that tha vil” Toi n6i. Ngay khi toi bat du ban khoan vé nhn dang cta ho thi mdt loat céc grong it da xuat hién truée con mt thir ba cia toi. “Ngwoi
phap su ¢6 bd rau dé 1a ai thé? Con phu thily cd mot mit xanh lam va mot it xanh luc nita?”

“Ching minh s& khong & day lau dé can quan tm dén nhan dang ctia ho,” Matthew cAm cau ndi trén dudng ra ctra. Vi phai kiém thém mdt ngay im
viéc cho Elizabeth, nén anh dinh qua bén kia song t6i thanh pho Praha c6 v&i danh nghia Bai Hoi Dong. “anh s& gap em trude khi trdi toi. Hay ¢ déy cho
to1 khi Gallowglass tr¢ vé nhé. anh khong mudn em chudn mat dau.” Ciing c6 thé hi€u anh ay khong muon toi tim niam tum ba voi bat ky phu thity nao.

Gallowglass tr¢ lai Sporrengasse voi hai ma ca rong va mot cay banh quy xodn. anh chang dwa mon sau cho t6i va gi6i thiéu nhimg nguroi hau moi.
Karolina (d4u bép) va Tereza (quan gia) 1 thanh vién cta mot thi toc c6 day mo 1& A voi cac ma ca rong Bohemia chuyén phuc vu tang 1op quy toc va
nhing vi khach ngoai qudc quan trong. Gidng nhur nhitng ngudi hiu can ctia nha de Clermont, ho c6 danh neng va mot mirc lrong 16n khac thuong —
boi tudi tho siéu nhién va long trung thanh nhur loai s6i ctia ho. Vi mirc gia thich dang, nén ching t6i ciing dong thoi mua duge sy cam doan ddambao giit
bi mét tir ngudi dimg dAu thi toc, vi nay da chuyén nhing nguoi phy nit tir nha cta mot dai str gido hoang dén. Vi dai st hoa nha dong y chidu theo
nhing ngudi nha de Clermont. Xét dén citing thi bon ho déu 1 cong cu sap dat cude bau cir dire gido hoang moi ddy, va ong ta biét ai 1 ngudi phét bo
1én miéng banh ny ctia minh. Con t6i chi quan tim dén chuyén Karolina biét lam mon trimg trang cho bira sang thoi.

Gia nhan trong nha ching t6i da duoc thiét lap xong, Matthew téch Ién ngon ddi mbi sang dé toi lAu dai trong khi t0i d& hanh 1y, gap g& hang x6m ling
giéng trong khu phy can bén dudi u dai goi i Mal4 Strana, va trong ngong cac thanh vién con vang mit trong nha. Toi nhd sy vui tuoi va doi mat mo to
o mo clia Annie, ciing nhur kha néing bat bai 16i kéo ric rdi ctia Jack. Con dudng quanh co ctia ching t6i ddy nhimg dira tré dii moi d6 tudi va qudc tich,
vi hu hét cac dai st déu sdng & ddy. Hoa ra Matthew khong phai 3 ngudi ngoai qudc duy nhét & Praha ma hoang dé tranh than can. Moi ngudi ti gip
déu thiét dai Gallowglass nhitng cau chuyén vé viée Rudolf da lim mét mit mdt s nhan vét ¢ dia vi quan trong nhur thé ndo chi dé danh vai gios véi mot
3 ban dd ¢b ham doc sach dén tir Y hodic mot g3 tho md hén mon dén tir Saxony.

Vio bubi chidéu mudn mit ngity dau xuan, ngdi nha dang tran ngap mii thom nire cia mon thit lon va banh hip binh di thi mbt tén nhéc tam tam tudi hay
gdy 16n chdn ngang,

“Ba Roydon!” Jack reo én, mit vii vao trong vat 4o t6i con hai canh tay 6m chat Jay t61. “Ba co bié't, that ra ¢ bbn thanh phd & Praha khong? London
chi duy nhat mdt thanh phd. Con cai lau dai kia va dong song ciing thé. Pierre s€ chi cho chau xem c6i xay nurdc vao ngay mai.”

“Chao Jack,” t0i ndi, xoa dau thing bé. Ngay ca trong cudc hanh trinh rét cong, 3n chéo sudng dén Praha, thing bé van cao vong lén duoc. Pierre chic
da phai xic ca xéng do an cho thang bé. Toi ngude 1én mim cudi véi Annie va Pierre.

“Matthew s& rat vui vi tat ca moi ngudi da dén. anh 4y nhé moi ngudi im.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Ching chéu ciing nh¢ ong dy,” Jack noi, nga céi dau ra sau dé ngudée nhin 0. Thing bé c6 miy quang thim dudi mit, bét chap viéc Ion phong hén lén
thang bé trong van xanh xao.

“Chéu c6 bi 6m khong?” Toi hoi, tay dura lén so tran thang bé. Nhimg con cam lanh ¢6 thé tré nén nguy hiém chét nguoi trong khi hiu khéc nghiét thé
nay, nguodi ta dang ban tdn vé mot bénh dich kinh khiing trong khu thanh ¢6 ma Matthew nghi c6 chi€u hudng tr¢ thanh mdt dich cum.

“Thing bé dang c6 ric rdi voi chuyén ngi nghé,” Pierre khé noi. Toi c6 thé hiéu ngit diéu nghiém trong ctia anh ta ring di ¢ chuyén hon thé, nhung ¢6
thé doi sau.

“Thé thi démnay chau phai ngi nhé. C6 mot chic girong long khong 16 trong phong chau dy. di v6i Tereza di, Jack. Ba Ay s& hudng dan moi thir va
cho chéu tim rira trudc bita toi.” Trong su quan timding din cia 1 ca rong, cac sinh Vit miu nong s€ ngu cing Matthew va t6i trén tang hai, vi ngdi
nha hep bé ngang chi cho phép c6 mdt phong dé dd va nha bep o tang trét. B16u d6 co nghia tang mot duge b tri thanh phong trang trong danh don tiép
khéch. Gia nhan con lai trong nha 1 ma ca rong da tuyén bd chi quyén véi ting thir ba cao ngét, 1 noi c6 timnhin va nhitng 6 cira s6 thoang dang ¢6
thé mo toang dé don khi troi.

“Ong Roydon!” Jack hét inh tai, nhao t6i cira va mo toang canh cira ra trudc khi Tereza kip ngin né lai. Lam thé nao thing bé phat hién ra Matthew I
mot chuyén bi an, vi troi da t6i mit con tir dau t6i chan Matthew thi bao trong vai len mau xam tro.

“Thong tha ndo,” Matthew néi, tom Iy Jack trudc khi thing bé tyr im dau minh bang cach dam thing vao doi chin cimg nhur d4 clia ma ca rdng
Gallowglass ném Iy c4i mii hri chai ctia thiing bé khi n6 chay qua, m rdi tung mai tc.

“Ching chau gin nhur dong ctmg ca nguoi. trén séng dy. Con xe truot tuyét bi 1t nhao mot lin, nhung con ché khong bi thirong, Chau an thit lon 1oi
nuéng. Annie thi bi virdng vdy vao thing xe va suyt t¢ nhao.” Jack khong thé ké chi tiét vé hanh trinh ctia ho ma lai tht nhanh dugc. “Chau da trong théy
mot ngdi sao bang. N6 khong lon Jam, nhung Pierre bao chau phai chia sé n6 voi ong Harriot khi ching ta quay vé nha. Chau da v& mot bure tranh vé no
cho 6ng dy.” Jack thd tay vao trong chiéc 40 chén byi bam ciia n6 va 16i ra mdt méu gidy ciing cau ban khong kém Thing bé trinh t gidy cho Matthew
v6i sur sting kinh nhur d6i véi mot thanh tich thiéng liéng,

“Burc tranh dep déy,” Matthew n01, ngé}m nghia btrc vé& vdi sy quan tam thich dang, “Ta thich cach chau thé hién duong cong cua cai dudi. Va chau dat
céac ngdi sao khac quanh né. Dicu d6 rat khon ngoan, Jack a. Ong Harriot s&€ vui mirng trude kha niing quan sét cua chau day.”

Jack do mat. “D6 la manh gidy cubi clng cta chau. Ho c6 ban gidy & Praha khong a” Héi ¢ London, Matthew van cung cap cho Jack mot tii day
nhitng manh gidy thira vao moi sang, Lam thé nao Jack xai hét dugc ching thi d6 1a van dé ctia miy trd mua ban.

“Thanh phd nay ngap nhig thir d6,” Matthew n6i. “Pierre s& dura chéu t6i cira hang & Mala Strana vao ngiy mai.”

Sau 161 hira hen kich thich do, tht kho khin mo6i dua bon tre kén Jau duoc, nhung Tereza da chimg t6 1 ngudi so hitu sy két hop quy gi4 gitta diu dang
ém i va tinh kién quyét cung ran dé hoan thanh nhiém vu. Picu d6 tao cho bon ngudi Ion mdt co hdi ndi chuyén tur do.

“Jack bi 6ma?” Matthew cau may hoi Pierre.
“khong, milord. Tir khi chiing t6i roi khoi cac vi, thing bé bi khé ngii.” Pierre ngdp ngimg, “Téi nghi 4¢ quy trong qua khir 4m thing bé.”

Trén Matthew giin ra, nhung trong anh van kb lo ling. “n6i céch khéc hanh trinh vén déng nhw cu mong doi cht?” Pay 1 céch khon ngoan dé héi xem
liéu ho ¢6 bi trd ngai boi bon cudp durong hay bi quay nhiéu boi nhirng sinh vat siéu nhién hay siéu phi thurong khong,

“D6 T mdt chuyén di dai va lanh gi,” Pierre binh thén néi, “va bon tré thudng xuyén doi.”
Gallowglass rong Ién cudi. “A, c4i d6 nghe ¢6 vé ding ddy.”
“Con ngai, milord?” Pierre ban mot céi liéc miét kin d4o cho Matthew. “Praha ¢6 nhu ngai mong doi khong?”

“Rudolf khong gap ta. Nguoi ta d6n dai rang Kelly & trén ting cao nhit ctia Thap Phén, thdi bay nhitng vac chung cit va c6 Chiia biét con gi khéc nira,”
Matthew ké.

“Con Thanh C5 thi sao?”” Pierre tinh t& hoi.

“Van nhiéu nhu vay.” Giong Matthew hd hoi va nhe nhang — ting kém mdt cam giac chét choc cho thiy anh Ay dé tim dén mot diéu gi do.

“Mién I cha phét Ky di nhitmg chuyén ngdi Ié d6i mich dén tir khu phd Do Théi. mdt phi thiiy ctia ho da tao ra mdt sinh vt tir dat sét, va thir d6 van di
ling vang trén dudng pho vao ban dém” Gallowglass quay sang nhin 6ng chi minh bang anh mit ngdy tho vo toi. “Trtr viée do, hau nhu khong c6 gi thay
doi ke tir lan cuoi chung ta dén day giip hoang dé Ferdinand tran thanh nam 1547.”

“Camon, Gallowglass,” Matthew néi. Giong anh lanh I&o nhu gié cudn trén song,

Viée tao nén mdt sinh vt tir bin dét va thdi cam xiic vao d6 doi héi nhiéu hon mdt biia chi thong throng. mdt i don dai nhur vy mang y nghia: Dau do
tai Praha nay c6 mot thg dét giong t6i, c6 thé di chuyén giita hai thé gioi ctia nguoi song va nguoi chét. Nhung t6i khong can phai moi thém bi mét tir

Matthew nita, chAu trai ctia anh da tiét 10 trude roi.
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“Chu khong dinh gitr kin tin tirc vé sinh vt dét sét voi co ddy chir?” Gallowglass ngac nhién e dau. “Vay a cha khong danh thoi gian loanh quanh ¢ cho
101 Pam phy nit Mala Strana biét di moi chuyén, bao gom ca chuyén hoang dé n gi vao bita sang hay viéc ong ta tir choi ggp chunira.”

Matthew Iwdt cac ngdn tay 1én bé mt gd duge son v& ciia bo tranh va tho dai. “Cau phai mang thir nay t6i liu dai, Pierre.”

“Nhung d6 1a bg tranh trang tri sau ban tho & Stept-Tours,” Pierre phan d6i. “Hoang dé ndi tiéng boi sur can trong. Chéc chin chi 1 vin dé thdi gian
trude khi 6ng ay chap nhin ngai.”

“Thoi gian chinh 1 thir ching ta thiéu, nha de Clermont con v6 khéi nhitng b tranh thé niy,” Matthew budn ba noi. “DE ta viét mjt birc thr ngén giri
hoang dé r6i cdu c6 thé lén duong.”

Pierre mang btrc tranh di ngay sau d6, va ciing tay tring tré vé& y nhur Matthew, khong ¢6 1i hira hen ndo v& mdt cude gip mit trong tuong lai.

Xung quanh t6i, nhimg soi chi ndi cac thé gioi dang thit chit lai va thay ddi trong mot i dét qua 16n ma 16i khong thé inh hoi hay hiéu hét duoc. Nhung
¢6 thir gi d6 dang dugc tri) tinh & Praha. Toi ¢6 thé cam thiy no.

Dém hom d6, t6i tinh day vi nhitng giong ni khe khé trong can phong lién k& phong ngii. Matthew khong ¢ bén canh t6i, anh dang doc sach khi t6i chim
vao giac ngl. Toi nhe bude téi canh clra xem ai dang ¢ cung anh.

“n6i cho ta xem chuyén gi xay ra khi che di mdt bén mét ctia con quai vat.” Matthew di chuyén tay trén mdt toy gidy kh 1on trude mit.

“Trong n6 c6 vé xa hon!” Jack thi thim, khiép s0 boi sy bién dbi nay.

“Chau thr di,” Matthew vira n6i vira dua cho Jack cay bit. Jack ndm Ay n6 V6i sy tép trung cao d0. Matthew dua tay xoa hung, lam thir giéin cac co
bap céng cimg quanh khung xwong minh khanh cta thing bé. Jack khong ng01 hén trén d4u gbi ma dwa vao than hinh to 16n d& chiu ctia chang ma ca
rong dé tim sy ing ho. “Nhidu quéi vat qué,” Matthew thi thim, d6n gip anh mét toi.

“Ong c6 mubn v& nhitng quéi vat ctia minh khong?”” Jack déy tor gidy vé phia Matthew. “Sau d6 6ng ciing c6 thé ngii duoc day.”

“Quéi Vit ctia chéu da doa ching chay bién 10, Matthew noi, chuyén su chi y vé phia Jack, méit anh thodng nét u budn. Tim t0i dau nhdi b tat ca
nhitng gi cau bé d& phai chiu trong quang doi ngan ngti, khé nhoc ctia minh.

Matthew lai nhin vao mét t6i va khé gt d4u ra hiéu ring anh dang kiém soat duoc moi chuyén. Toi giri anh mdt ny hon g6 va trd vé véi cai 6 1ong 4m ap
trén girong ching toi.

skoksk

Ngay hém sau ching t6i nhan duge mot I thr tir hoang dé. N6 duoc gin niém phong bang I6p xi day va nhiing dai ruy bang,

“Birc tranh da ¢6 tac dung, milord,” Pierre n6i vé biét Ioi.

“N6 ¢6 tiéng tamma. Ta yéu birc tranh d6. Gior ta s& mat mdt khoang thoi gian chét tiét dé duoc dat tay 1én né lan nita,” Matthew néi, nga lung vio ghé.
Tiéng gd ké&o ket phan d6i. Matthew véi lay 14 thir. Van phong dugc trau chudt ki cang, véi qua nhiéu chd xoan va ubn hron khién cho céc chit cai that
kho nhan ra.

“Tai sao ban viét tay nay lai hoa my thé?”” Toi thic nic.

“Nguoi nha Hoefhagel da tré vé tir Vienna va chéing biét bo thi gian vao viée gi. Chit viét tay cang la cang tot, mién b ha quan tim,” Pierre tra i
mdt cach khé hiu.

“anh s& dén gip Rudolf chiéu nay,” Matthew ndi véi ny cudi thoa méin, gip 14 thur lai. “Cha anh s& vui im. Ong ciing da giri mdt 6 tién va trang sirc,
nhung c6 the thay rang nha de Clermont bi xem nhe & thoi ky ndy.”

Pierre dura ra mot I thu khac nho hon, dia chi duoc viét bing kiéu chit gian di hon. “Hoang dé bé sung thém mdt phan téi bit. Do chinh tay ngudi viét.”
T6ingd qua vai Matthew khi anh doc no.

“Bringen das Buch. Und die Hexe.” Chit ky udn lron ciia hoang dé & dudi véi chir R trau chudt, chit d va I moc vong vao nhau cing hai chit £

Tiéng Dirc ctia t6i chi I mo, nhung thong diép nay thi that rd rang: Mang theo cudn sach. Va ¢o ph thiy.

“anh d4 n6i qua som,” Matthew lim bam

“Chau da bao chii hily cau 6ng ta bang miy birc tranh son du 16n ctia Titian v& nit thin Venus ma 6ng ndi Iy tir tay vua Philip khi vo ong ta phan ddi
ma,” Gallowglass noi. “Giong nhur 6ng chil cia minh, Rudolf 1udn c6 sé thich quai dan véi nhitng méi toc do cting nhitng birc tranh tao nha.”

“Va cac phi thity,” chong toi thi thAm noi. anh ném birc thur 1én ban. “khong phai bire tranh da thu hit dugc 6ng ta, m i Diana. C6 1§ ta nén tir chdi oi
moi ndy.”
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“Do la mot ménh Enh, chia.” Long may cua Gallowglass nhiu lai.

“Va Rudolfcé Ashmole 782, t6i ndi. “N6 s& khong don gian xuét hién truée mit Ba Con Qua & Sporrengasse. Ching ta s& phéi timno.”

“c6 dang goi ching ta 1 qua u?” Gallowglass n6i véi vé ché gidu.

“Toi dang ndi vé bién hiéu ctia ngdi nha ndy, db ngde.” Nhur moi cu dén khac trén con dudng nay, chiing t6i c6 mot biéu twong gin trén cira chir khong
phai s nha. Sau khi khu vire lan can bi hoa hoan vao giira th ky, tién hoang da khéng khang ding cach khac dé phan biét cac ngdi nha ngoai cac hinh
trang tri pho bién cham trén 16p thach cao.

Gallowglass curoi nhin nho. “Toi biét ¥ ¢6 1 gi. Nhung t6i rat thich thiy ¢6 phat sang nhu vy mdi khi glaem ni lén.”

Toi kéo biia chii nguy trang quanh minh bang mot tiéng ding hdng, né gitip che mo di anh séng ciia t6i dén mirc chap nhan duoc gidng con ngudi.

“Bén canh do,” Gallowglass tiép tuc. “Trong gidi clia t6i, dugc so sanh gidng qua a mdt 1oi khen ngoi 16n ddy. Toi s& I Muninn, Matthew 12 Huginn.
Con co s¢ 1a Gondul, ¢o a. co s€ tao nén mdt Valkyrie dep day.”

“anh chang dang n6i gl thé?” T6i ngdy ra hoi Matthew.

“Nhitng con qua ctia Odin. Va cac con gai ctia 6ng ta.”

“O, camon cau, Gallowglass,” toi ngwong nging n6i. Han 1 khong € khi duoc so sanh gidng v6i con gai mot vi than,

“Cho di1 cubn sach ndy cta Rudolf la Ashmole 782 di nita, cling khong chiic chiin n6 chira dung cau tré 1i cho céc cau hoi ctia ching ta.” Trai nghiém
cuia ching t6i vdi cudn sach c6 Voynich van [am Matthew lo lang,

“Céc str gia khong bao gidr biét lisu mdt viin ban c6 mang dén nhitng cau tra 1oi hay khong. Dit khong ¢6 cau tra 10i thi két qua i ching ta vAn thu duoc
nhitng cau hoi th vi hon,” toi dap.

“Thoi dugc.” Mo6i Matthew cong lén. “Vi anh khong thé dén giip hoang dé hay t61 thur vién ctia ong ta ma khong c6 em, con em s& khong roi khoi Praha
ma khong c6 cudn sach, nén ching con hya chon nao khac. Chiing ta s& cling dén lau dai.”

“Gay 6ng dap lung ong rdi,” Gallowglass khodi tré n6i. anh chang nhay mit tréu toi.

So voi chuyen viéng tham ctia ching t6i t6i Richmond thi chuyén di ngroc 1én con phd dé gip hoang dé thé nay giéng Vlec chay sang murgn nha hang
xommit coc duodng hon —mic di viée ndy doi hoi phuc st trang trong hon. Phu nhin ngai dai sir cua gido hoang ciing tam voc nhur t0i, 10 vy 4o clia
ba Ay da cung cAp cho t6i trang phuc xa hoa phi hop cho vo' ciia mdt nhén vat quyén cao chire trong & mrdc anh — hodc mdt ngudi nha de Clermont, ba
4y nhanh nhau b sung thém. Téi thich phong cach n miic ctia cac ménh phy gidu ¢6 & Praha: 4o dai cao 6 don gian, chan vay hinh chung, 4o khoac
duoc théu hoa van trang tri vai tay 4o Kimg vién 16ng thi. Nhimg chiéc ¢6 o xép nép nhod c6 tac dung véi toi nhur rio can khong khi bén ngoai.

Matthew da vui vé tir bo ké hoach voi doi tat dai miu d6 dé tr vé voi miu xém va den binh thudng, diém thém miu xanh ¢6 vit, thir sic méu hip dan

nhat ma t6i tirng thay anh méic. Rang chiéu chicu nhitng tia sang day mau sac én cac duong x¢€ doc cua chiéc quan chén cti hanh va quanh co chiéc 4o

khoac mo phanh.

“Trong anh tuyét Fim” ti ndi sau khi ngim nghia anh.

“Con em trong nhu mot quy toc Bohemian chinh hi¢u 'Qiy,” anh dap lai, 11 hon 1én mé t6i.

“Gio chimg ta di dugc chura a?” Jack thiic giye, nhay tung ting vé non nong. Ai dé da kiém dugc cho cau nhée mdt bd ché phuc mau den-bac cing mot

cay thanh gia va tring ludi liém gan trén tay 4o.

“Vay ching ta s&€ di voi tu cach 1a ngudi nha de Clermont, chir khong phdi nha Roydon,” t61 chadm rai noi.

“khong. Ching ta 3 Matthew va Diana Roydon,” Matthew d4p. “Chiing ta dang di du lich v6i nhiing nguoi hiu cta gia dinh de Clermont.”

“Piu d6 s& lam moi ngudi nham fAn,” t6i binh luén trong khi roi khoi nha.

“Chinh x4c,” Matthew turoi tin mim cudi dap.

Néu phai di nhu dan thurong thi ching t6i s& leo én cac béc thang cung dién moi ké bo tuong thanh. Thay vi thé ching t6i di nguoc 18n Sporrengasse

bang ngwa voi tur cach 14 dai dién cua nir hoang anh, diéu nay tao co hdi cho t6i ngam nhin nhitng ngdi nha voi dai phun nurée nam nghiéng, nhig hinh v&

trang tri ddy miu sac, va nhing bién hiéu duoc son v&. Ching t6i di ngang qua ngbi nha Su Tir Do, Ngbi Sao Vang, Thién Nga, va Song Duong. Lén

dinh doi, chung t6i 1€ sang khu Ian can day nhirng dinh thy ctia quy toc va nhitng ngudi duge bo nhi¢m trong tricu, goi la Hradcany.

Péy khong phai lan dAu tién toi nhin thdy toa Au dai, né simg sting trim bong 1én khu vire xung quanh khi ching t6i tiér} vao Praha va tir cira s6 nha ciing

c6 the ngude nhin thay cac birc trong bao. Nhung day 1a 1an t6i nhin & khoang cach gan, lau dai tham chi con Ion va d6 sd hon, giong nhur mdt thanh

pho hoan toan tach biét voi day du cac nganh cong nghi€p va thirong mai. Phia trde 13 nhitng toa thap nhon theo phong cach Gothic cua nha tho
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St. Vitus, v6i thap canh tron ndi bt trén cac birc tuong, Mac du duoc xay dung dé phong tht, nhung céc toa thip canh gid 1 nha xuong cho hang trim
tho thii cong, nhitng ngudi da xay dung gia dinh tai virong tri€u ctia Rudolf.

Linh gac cung dién cho phép chiing t6i di qua cong phia ty va tién vao mot san nho khép kin. Sau khi Plerre va Jack mang nga di, ching toi duoc ho
tong huéng t6i mdt ddy nha bi ket gitta nhimg birc tuong lau dai. Ching duogc xy cach ddy khong lau, da van con tho nhim va séng tring, trong nhur
nhitng toa vin phong, nhung phia trén t6i c6 thé thiy méi nha cao va céc tic phdm bang d4 thoi ky phuc hung,

“Chuyén gi thé?”” T6i thi thim v6i Matthew. “Tai sao chiing ta khong toi cung dién?”

“Boi khong ¢6 ai ¢ d6 quan trong ca,” Gallowglass n61. anh chang 6m cudn sach ¢d Voynich trong tay, nd duge gbi an toan trong mot tam da va bude
bang day d¢ giit cac trang sach khéi cong vénh trurdc tiet troi am udt.

“Rodolf thdy Cung Dién Hoang Gia cii nay that am thip va t6i tam,” Matthew vira giai thich vira gitip t6i di qua dam soi cudi tron truot. “Cung dién moi
clia 6ng ta quay mit vé phia nam va nhin ra mjt khu vuon riéng. O day dng ta duge cach xa khoi nha thd - va cac thay tu.”

Cdc hanh lang cua toa nha tép ndp nguoi qua lai va ho hét du moi thir tiéng Pirc, Séc, Tay Ban Nha, va La tinh tlly thudc XUt X{r tir viing ndo trong dé
quic ciia Rudolf. Cang dén gan hoang dé, hoat dong cang tré' nén hon loan hon. Ching t6i di qua mt can phong day ap nguoi dang tranh luan trude cac
ban v& kién tric. mdt phong khéc lai tranh uin s6i ndi vé gid tri ctia mot chiéc bét bang vang-da dugc thiét ké tinh té giéng vo so bién. Cudi cing linh

gac dé chung t6i lai trong mdt cin phong khach d& chiu véi nhiing c}nec ghé banh niing né, mdt bép 1o duoc it da téa ra mdt rong nhiét ning khong 16,
va hai ngurdi dan ong dang mai mé chuyén tro. Ho quay lai hirdng vé phia chiing toi.

“Chuic mt ngy tt lanh, ban cii,” ngudi dan ng hién lanh tim sau muroi tubi ndi bing tiéng anh. Ong ta troi cudi véi Matthew.
“Tadeas.” Matthew ndng nhiét nim By canh tay ong ta. “Trong 6ng khoe manh ddy.”

“Con anh ban trong tré trung d4y.” D6i mét ong ta long lanh, cai nhin  thoang qua khong goi Ién phan tmg nao trén da t61. “Con day I nguoi phu nir ma
moi ngudi dang ban tan. Toi d Tadeas Hajek.” Nguoi dan ong cii dau chio, va t6i nhin gdi dép lai.

mot quy 6ng méanh khanh ¢6 nuwée da mau oliu va mai toc gon gang den nhanh nhur téc Matthew dao bude vé phia ching t6i. “Ong Strada,” Matthew noi
kém theo mdt cai ctii dau chao. anh khong vui khi thay ngudi dan dng nay nhur voi nguoi trude do.

“c0 ta that sy la phu thiy ar Strada ngim nghia t6i vé thich tht. “Néu vay em gai Katharina cta t6i s& thich gip c6 ta ddy. Con bé dang c6 mang, viéc
thai nghén dang gay rac r6i cho no.”

“Chéc chan rdi Tadeas — bac si ctia hoang gia — s& thich hop hon néu gip mit sau khi sinh hoang tir,” Matthew ndi, “hay em gai ngii c6 gi thay ddi sao?”
“Hoang dé van sting ai em gai t6i,” Strada lanh nhat dap. “Vi Iy do kia na nhitng y thich tht thurong ciia n6 dwoc nung chiéu.”

“Céc vi gap Joris chua? Ong ta van ching n6i chuyén gi khéc ngoai bo tranh trang tri dién thd ciia anh ké tir ic bé ha md n6 ra,” Tadeas hoi, chuyén
huréng chi deé.

“khéng, van chura.” Matthew dura niit nhin t6i cira. “Hoang dé ¢ trong d6 4?2

“Ding thé. Nguoi dang xem mdt bure tranh moi ciia dng Spranger. N6 rét Ion va. .. 4, chi tiét.”

“mdt bure tranh khéc cta than Venus,” Strada cuoi khéy noL

“Nit thin Venus nay nhin kha giéng em gai ngai ddy.” Hajek cudi.

“Ist das Matthius hore ich?”” mdt giong Am miii ¢t tir cudi cin phong. Moi ngudi quay lai va ctii rap chao. Téi ciing miy moe nhin gbi chao. Sép c6 mdt

man kho khin tiép sau cude trd chuyén rdi dy. Toi da hy vong Rudolf néi tiéng La tinh, hodc tiéng Birc. “Und Sie das Buch und die Hexe gebracht, ich
verstehe. Und die norwegische Wolf.”

Rudolf 5 mdt nguoi dan ong nho bé vai cai cam dai khong twong ximg va cach phat am kho chiu. Cap mdi day day din cia gia toc Hapsburd ndi bét
trén khubn mét ong, nic di bang cach ndo d6 dac diém nay duge doi mit 16i mau xanh nhat va c4i mil tet, day ctia 6ng ta kéo lai can bang. Nhiéu nim
song du da va nhau nhet lién mién da dem lai cho 6ng ta mot dang nguoi bé vé, nhung cp chdn van gay nhur hai dng siy. Ong ta lio dao di vé phia
chiing t6i trén doi gidy cao gt miu do duoc trang tri bang nhitng dau hiéu dic trung bing vang,

“Than dua vo minh t6i, thua bé ha, nhur ngudi da ra 1énh,” Matthew n6i, hoi nhin manh vao chit “vo”. Gallowglass dich tiéng anh ctia Matthew sang thir
tiéng Prc hoan mfy, nhu thé chdng t6i khong biét thir ngdn ngit nay. Sau chuyén chu du véi anh tir Hamburg t6i Wittenberg rdi toi Praha bang xe truot
tuyét, t6i thira hiéu ki anh biét 15.

“Y su talento para los juegos también,” Rudolf néi, nd Iyrc v ich chuyén sang tiéng Tay Ban Nha nhur thé diéu d6 c6 thé thuyét phuc Matthew trd chuyén
trye tiép voi ong ta. Ong ta chAm chdm quan sat t6i, anh n¥it nan n4, nghién ngdm nhitng dudng cong co thé t6i hdi lu nhur ngdm mot vt trung bay. “Es
una lastima que se caso6 en absoluto, pero atn més lamentable que ella esta casada con usted.”

“Rét dang tiéc, thua bé ha,” Giong Matthew sic lem van kién quyet ding tiéng anh. “Nhung than cam doan I chiing thén da thyc hién nghi 18 dam cudi.
Cha than khéing khéing tién hanh n6. Ca phu nhan ciing viy.” Dicu nhin manh nay chi cang lim cho Rudolf xem xét t6i v6i vé thich thi hon.
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Gallowglass da giai vy cho t6i bang cach dat phich cudn sach lén ban. “Das Buch.”

Hanh dong d6 thu hit sur chit y ctia ho. Strada mo lop v6 boc trong khi Hajek va Rudolf suy xét mén d6 mdi bo sung thém vao thur vién dé quoc ndy c6
thé chirng minh né tuyét voi dén mirc nao. Tuy nhién, khi cudn sach hoan toan 1§ dién trudc mat, bau khong khi trong phong tring xuong that vong,

“Tro dta gi thé nay?” Rudolf thét ra bang tiéng Pirc.
“Than khong chic minh hiéu y ngudi, thua bé ha,” Matthew dap lai. anh doi Gallowglass dich.
“Y ta 13 ta thira biét cudn sach nay,” Rudolf tirc gian.

“Dicu d6 khong lam than ngac nhién, thura bé ha, boi nguwdi da ban ting n6 cho John Dee — do nhdm IAn, thin dugc nghe ké thé.” Matthew nghiéng dau
hanh .

“Bé ha khong nhim lAn!” Strada ndi, ddy quyén séch di vé ghé tom

“Tét c4 chiing ta déu nhim an, Signor Strada,” Hajek nhe nhang noi. “Mc du, toi chic chén, cd mot 1 giai thich khac cho Iy do vi sao cudn sach nay
quay tr¢ lai day. Co Ig tien si Dee da giai mé dugce nhitng bi mat cia nb.”

“Chéing ¢6 gi ngoai nhitng birc tranh tré con d6 ¢4, Strada i lai.

“D6 14 Iy do vi sao cudn sach tranh ndy da tim diroc dudng lot vao hanh Iy cta tién si Dee ching? Ong hy vong ong ta s& Y thé hiéu duoc nhimg dleu
ong khong thé u?” Loi & ctia Matthew dang phan don thit hiéu qua, Strada mét do tia tai. “Co I 6ng da muon cua Dee cudn sach v6i cac birc v& vé gia
kim thuat Ay tir thur vién Roger Bacon, véi hy vong nd s& gitip ong giai mé duoc cudn sach ndy. Vién canh dy d& chiu hon nhidu so véi viéc hinh dung 6ng
da choi x0 tién st Dee t0i nghiép dé Hy di thir yéu thich ctia 6ng dy. Di nhién bé ha ¢6 thé khong biét vu viée quy quai nhur thé ndy.” Ny cudi cia
Matthew lam ngurdi ta én lanh.

“Thé cudn séch ndy ¢6 phéi thir duy nhat trong kho bau ctia ta ma ngwoi n6i muon mang tr vé nude anh khong?” Rudolf lanh ling hoi. “Hay tinh tham
lam ctia nguroi mudn nham dén céc phong thi nghi€m cta ta?”’

“Néu nguoi 4m chi Edward Kelley thi nit hoang can mot 1 cam doan ring héin ta ty nguyén & ddy. khong gi hon ca,” Matthew n6i doi. Sau do, anh lai
cudc ndi chuyén theo hudng it trire dién hon. “Ngudi co thich nhitng bire tranh thd moi khong, thua bé ha?”

Matthew da cho hoang dé du khong gian dé Iy lai tinh than — va giit thé dién. “Tac phim ctia Bosch thét phi thuong. Chu cua ta s& la ngudi dau budn
nhat néu biét ring ta da gianh dugc n6.” Rudolf nhin xung quanh. “Than 6i, can phong ndy khong thich hop dé trung bay n6. Ta mu6n cho dai st ' Tay
Ban Nha xem n6, nhung & noi ndy cac vi co thé thay khoang cach khong d xa dé ngambuc tranh mdt cach chuén nhét duoc N6 1 mdt tic pham ma
ngudi ta phai chim cham tién dén gin, dé céc chi tiét hién 16 ra mdt cach i nhién. Pén ddy ndo. Hay xem noi ta dit nd.”

Matthew va Gallowglass tur sip xep dé Rudolfkhong thé dén qua gan t6i trong khi ching t6i di | Xuyén qua clra vao mot cén phong trong glong nhu nha
kho ctia mjt vién bdo tang qua tai d6 trung bay va thiéu nhén vién. trén gid va cdc tu tai licu chat chira vo s0, sach va nhimg héa thach nhidu dén e
chiing c6 nguy co d6 up xudng. Nhitng birc tranh son dau ¢& dai— bao gdm ca bure v& m6i vé nit thin Venus, né khong don gian chi 1 qua chi tiét nira
ma phaindi 1a ggi duc cong khai — dugc bay n6i bat trude nhitng bire twong dong. Pay chac han 1a chiee ti uu trlt ndi tiéng goi to md cta Rudolf,
khong gian ctia nhitng dicu tuyét diéu va ky thil.

“Bé ha can thém khong gian — hay vai miu vét nita,” Matthew binh luan, tay bt kip mot mon db st khoi roi xubng san.

“Ta ludbn timlgiém chd dé cét gifrqcécl: bau vat m[’)i”Am(f)t lan nita, 4nh it ho?mg dé lai chim chap chiéu sang to1. “Cac vico thé théy ta dang cho xay
dyng thém bon can phong méi d¢ cat giit ching.” Ong ta chi ra ngodi ctra s0 vé phia hai toa thap va mot day nha dai dang dugc n6i t6i khu phong ¢ cua
hoang dé va mot toa kiél}trﬂc moi khac nira O phia géi dién. “Con Ottavio va Tadeas dang lamdanh muc cho bd suu tdp cuia ta va chi thi cac kién tric
su [am nhiing gi ta yéu cau. Ta khong muon di chuyén moi thir vao khu Kunstkammer méi d€ r6i lai lam cho né qua tai.”

Rudolf d4n ching t6i xuyén qua mdt toa nha gém I]hiéu kho chira bd sung, cudi cting t6i mdt phong trung bay dai véi cc khung cira s6 doc hai bén )
twong, N6 tran ngdp anh sang, va sau khi troi toi sam lai, sau dambui bdm ¢ cac can phong trude do, bude vao noi nay c6 cam giac nhu duoc hit day
modt bau khong khi trong lanh.

Nhin vao chinh giira can phong Mﬂén t01 khyng lai. BY tranh cua Matthew duoc dé mo trén mot chiéc ban dai phi khin ni day méu xanh Iyc. Hoang dé
ndi ding: khong thé nao danh gia day du sac mau cua birc hoa khi ding gan tac pham nay.

“No thét dep, Dona Diana.” Rudolf tranh tht e t6i dang ngac nhién dé tom Ky ban tay ti. “C6 thy cam nhdn ctia ¢o thay d6i theo tirng bude chan
nhu thé nao khong. Chi nhitng vét tam thuong mdi cé the nhin thay rd ngay 1ap tirc, vi chiing khong ¢ huyén co gi dé hé 16 ca.”

Strada nhin t6i véi s thiy dich thiy 15, Hajek thi voi vé thuong hai. Con Matthew khong nhin t6i ma dang nhin hoang dé.
“n6i dén chuyén nay, bé ha, thin c6 thé xem cudn sach ciia Dee dugc khong?” Biéu cam ciia Matthew chan thét, nhung khong ai trong phong bi lira
phinh du chi trong mt thoang, Chang s6i dang lang vang kiém moi.
“Ai biét n6 & dau chir?” Rudolf phai th tay toi ra dé phay tay vé phia nhitng cin phong ching t6i vira bo lai phia sau.
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“Néu mdt cudn sach quy gia nhurong Ay lai khong thé tim thiy duroc khi hoang dé yéu cau, chéc han Signor Strada d lo 13 bon phan ctia minh roi.”
Matthew nhe nhang noi.

“Ottavio hién rét ban ron, voi nhing chuyén quan trong!”” Rudolf trimg mét nhin Matthew. “Con ta thi khong tin twong tién si Dee. Nit hoang ctia ngwoi
nén d€ phong nhitng 101 hira hen doi tra ctia 130.”

“Nhung ngudi lai tin Kelley. C6 18 6ng ta biét n6 & dau thi sao?”

Pén day thi hoang dé 13 rang khong thoai méi. “Ta khong mudn Edward bi quéy rdy. Ong ta dang & giai doan nhay cam trong cong viée gia kim thuat.”
“Praha c6 vO van biia phép, va Diana duoc tly thac dén mua vai mén hang thiy tinh lién quan t6i viéc thure hanh thuat gia kim cho nit ba tuéce Pembroke.
Ching than s€ tur Iam minh bén rdn voi nhi€ém vu d6 t6i khi nao ngai Edward c6 the tiép khach. Co 1€ dén luc d6 Signor Strada s€ timra cuon sach that
lac ctia nguoi”

“Nir ba tude Pembroke ndy 1 em gdi nguoi hing cuia ni hoang, ngai Philip Sidney phai khong nhi?”” Rudolf hoi, sy himg th cuia 6ng ta da duoc cham
tring, Khi Matthew mo miéng dinh tra 10i thi Rudolf gio' tay 1én ngin lai. “D6 1a viéc ctia Dona Diana. Chiing ta s& dé c6 ay tra oi”

“Dling vy, thira bé ha,” t6i dép bang tiéng Tay Ban Nha. Phat 4m ctia ti qué &, hy vong chuyén d6 s& danh tan himg thi ctia 6ng ta.

“tht quyén rii,” Rudolf lim bam. Chét tiét. “Thé thi t5t rdi, Dona Diana phai dén tham xuwréng lim viéc ciia ta. Ta thich im thoa ong mong wéc ctia mjt
quy ba.”

Nhung khong rd 6ng ta mu6n ndi dén quy ba ndo.

“V& phan Kelley va cudn sach, ching ta s& xem Ching ta s& xem.” Rudolf quay trd vé vdi bo tranh. “Ta s& quan sét, im king, va Fing nghe. khong phai
cau tuc nglr d6 sao?

Ban dang doc truyén Mgt Ma Phii Thiry dwoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuong 28

“Ba da trong thy ma s6i chura, Frau Roydon? héin 1a ngudi gac rimg mi ciia b ha va hang xom Frau Habermel ctia t6i da nghe thAy tiéng héin ha vao
ban dém Ho n6i hin &n hurou nai ctia hoang dé chay trong khu Stag Moat.” Frau Huber cam cay bap cai lén bang ban tay deo ging va nghi ngd hit ngri
Herr Huber 1a mdt thurong nhan ¢ khu Steelyard ctia London, méc du ba ta khdng yéu thich gi thanh phd nay, nhung ba ndi ti€ng anh rat troi chay.

“Oi troi. Lam gi c6 ma soi chir,” Signorina Rossi ndi, quay cai cd dai ngoéng cta 0 ta lai va tac ludi trude gid cla maiy cy hanh. “Tuy thé, Stefano cta
61 ké rang ¢6 rat nhiéu yéu tinh trong cung dién. Cac giam myc nha thd mubn yemtru xua dudi ching, nhung hoang dé tir chdi.” Gidng Frau Huber,
Rossi d3 timg & London, khi 6 dang I tinh nhan ctia mdt nghé singudi Y mubn mang vin phong riéng t6i anh qudc. Con gidy ¢b lai 1 tinh nhan cia mot
nghé singuoi Y khac mudn gii thidu nghé thuat cit thiy tinh t6i Praha.

“Toi chua gip ma s6i hay yeu tinh ndo ca,” t6i tha nhan. Mat méy‘phu nir ju xiv. “Nhung t6i da duoc thdy mot trong nhing burc tranh moi ciia hoang
de.” Toi ha thap giong. “N6 v& it than Venus. Vuon minh khoi bon nurde tam.” Toi tang cé hai nhitng cai nhin trinh trong, Thi€u vang nhitng cau chuyén
tan gau vé the gioi bén kia, thi su truy lac clia hoang gia s€ dap ting nhu cau d6. Frau Huber kéo thing ngudi 1én.

“Hoang dé Rudolf can mdt ngudi vo. mdt phy ni¥ ngudi Ao tuyét voi, ¢6 thé ndu in cho nguoi” Ba ta ké ca mua mt cdy bép cai tir nguoi ban rau dé
tinh, sau khi hét 10i ché bai rau qué cua 6ng gan ba muoi phut. “Hay ké lai cho chung toi nghe v& bd stmg ctia con ky lan di. Nguoi ta cho ring nd ¢6
nhitng strc manh chita bénh than ky.”

Péy I lan thir tur trong vong hai ngay t6i duge yéu cau thuat lai nhitg mén dd hiém la ky diéu ctia hoang dé. Tin tirc vé cudc tiép kién ciia ching ti
trong khu phong riéng ctia Rudolf da di trure khi ching t6i v& dén Ba Con Qua, va cac phu nhén clia Mala Strana dang niim doi sang ngdy hom sau, héo
hirc trude nhimg 4n tuong cia toi.

Vi sy xuat hién ctia nhimg nguoi dura tin hoang gia tai ngdi nha, ciing nhur hing ta ngudi hau méc ché phuc ctia quy toc Bohemian va cac chire sic nudc
ngoai da khoi ddy tinh hiéu ky ctia ho hon. Gits Matthew da droc dén nhan trong tridu dinh, ngdi sao ctia anh dam béo vira du cho bau troi dé qudc,
nhitng ngudi ban cii dang sin sang thira nhin s trd vé ctia anh — va yéu cu dugc tro giip.

Pierre da kéo can cau, chang bao lau chi nhanh ngan hang de Clermont tai Praha da mo va di vao hoat dong, mic du toi thiy gi4 tri tién nhan duoc rt it
nhung c6 mdt dong von on dinh chay ra dé giai quyét cac tai khoan qua han véi nhing thirong gia ctia thanh ¢b Praha.

“Emnhn dugc mot gbi hang tir hoang dé ddy,” Matthew noi khi t6i tir chg vé, tay cam cdy bit 1ng chi vio mdt c4i bao 1n nhdn. “Néu emmo nd ra,
Rudolf mong em s& dich than biéu 16 1ong cam kich ctia minh ddy.”
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“N6 ¢6 thé a thir gi nhi?” T6i cam nhan hinh dang mon db bén trong, N6 khong phai a mdt cubn séch.

'Thugldonachmgtasehomecklnnhanchmg, anhdambaodA y.”” Matthew nhén cdy but 1ong trong lo murc, gly ra mot tran phun trao quy m6 nho
ﬂmchatlongdenmtranrarmtban “Rudolf A mdt nha suru tim, Diana. Va 6ng ta khong don gian himg th véi nhirg bé stmg ky lan bién va nhiing
vién da ky di. Ong ta thém mu6n ngudi ciing nhur d6 vat va khong thé xa roi ching mot khi da thudc s6 hitu clia 6ng ta.”

“Nhu Kelley,” t6i noi, théo soi ddy budc gbi hang. “Nhung em khong phai mén hang dé mua ban.”
“Tét c4 ching ta déu i nhimg mon hing,” Mit Matthew md I6n. “Oi Chtia nhan tir.”

mdt birc twong nit thin Diana bang vang-va-bac, cao hon sau muoi phin dang dat gitra ching t6i, birc tuong khoa thén, ngdi nghiéng trén hung mot con
huou duc clng voi hai Imt ca chan kin d4o bt chéo nhau. mdt cip chd san ngdi bén chan nang, Gallowglass huyt s4o. “Cha, hoang dé cong khai nbi
niém khao khat cta 6ng 4y roi day.”

Nhung ti con qué ban tap trung ngim nghia. mot chiéc chia khoa nho duoc gin vao dé bire tugng, Toi xoay né va con hirou bay ngang qua bén kia
san. “Nhin nay Matthew. anh c6 thay khong?”’

“Chu dy ¢6 khong chu y thi ¢6 ciing khong gip nguy hiém dau,” Gallowglass dam bao véi toi.
Pring thé that: Matthew dang tirc gian nhin trimg trimg vao birc twong,

“Woa, chang trai tré Jack.” Gallowglass tom dugc ¢b 4o Jack khi thang bé lao vao phong. Nhung Jack la mot tén trom chuyén nghiép, vai thi thuat tri
hodin nhur thé chi hiru dyng chitt xiu thoi mjt khi nd danh hoi thiy do vat gi d6 co gié tri. N6 tudn ngudi xudng san nhur khong xurong, bo lai cho
Gallowglass chiéc 4o khoac rdng khong, rdi nhay vot t6i phia sau con hurou.

“N6 [a dd choia? Cho chéu ég? Tai sao ba ta khong méc quﬁn 40 a? Ba ta khong lanh sao?”Nhﬁng cau hoi tudn ra 3o a0 nhur mot dc‘)lgg nude I Thich
tha vdi canh tuong nay nhur bét clr phy nit nao trong khu Mala Strana, Tereza di t6i xem chuyén nhon nhéo gi dang xay ra. Ba ta th hét ra true nguoi
phu nit khéa than trong phong lam viéc ctia 6ng chu va dua tay 1én che mat Jack.

Gallowglass liéc nhin bo ngyc ctia birc twong, “Ping rdi, Jack. Ta thiy ki ¢6 ta b lanh déy.” Cau ndi nity khién anh chang linh ngay mot cii dénh vao
dau cta Tereza, tay kia ba ta van tim chét lay thang bé.

“N I thir 6 choi ty dong, Jack a,” Matthew vira n6i vira nhéit mon do kn. Lic cAm trén tay, dau con huou bt mo ra dé 1o mot cai hom sau bén
trong. “Mon d6 nay dugc cho chay xudi theo ban an t6i ctia hoang d¢. Khi n6 dimg lai, ngudi gan nhat s€ phai ung ruou tir ¢ con huou. Tai sao chau
khong di chi cho Annie xem n6 nhi?”” anh déng cai dau trd lai vi tri va dua mén d6 vo gia d6 cho Gallowglass, 161 nghiém nghi nhin t6i. “Ching ta can néi
chuyén.”

Gallowglass ddy Jack va Tereza ra khoi phong voi nhitng 101 hira hen v& mon banh quy xoén va choi bai skat.

“Em dang gap nguy hiém trdm trong ddy, em yéu.” Matthew luon tay cao mai toc anh, hanh dong ndy Iic nao ciing khién anh dep trai hon. “anh da n6i
v6i Dai Hoi Ddng ring tinh trang clia em véi tir cach 12 vo anh 1a diéu kién thuan loi dé bao vé em khoi viréng vao thuat phi thity va han ché nhing cude
san ling phu thiy tai Scotland.”

“Nhung ban bé ciia ching ta va ddng loai ma ca rong ctia anh biét 1& chuyén do con hon thé ma,” t6i ndi. Cam giac vé mili ctia ma ca rong khong lira déi
duoc, va mii hwong dac hitu cua Matthew bao phu khap nguoi toi. “Con cac phu thily biét nhi€u hon vé moi quan hé ctia ching minh bang vao con mt
thir ba cua ho.”

“C6 I8 thé, nhung Rudolf khong phé’i ma ca rong ciing ching phai phit thuy Mbi lién hé v6i Dai Hoi Dng s& tran an hoang dé ring khong c6 bat cir
quan hé nao gitta chiing ta ca. Vi the s& khong loai trir viée ong ta theo dudi em” Cac ngon tay Matthew cham vao mé t6i. “anh khong chia s¢ dau,
Diana. Va néu Rudolfdi qué xa...”

“anh s& kiém soat tAm tinh ctia minh nhé.” T6i ndm chit ban tay anh. “anh biét di thé nao di nita, em ciing khong dé Hoang D¢ La Ma Thin Thénh — hay
bat cir ké nao khac quyen rit em ma. Ching minh can Ashimole 782. Ai thém quan tAm chuyén Rudolf nhin chim chap vao ngue em chir?”

“Nhin chim chélm thoi thi anh c6 thé Xt ly duoc.” Matthew nhe nhang hon t61. “Con mot diéu nita em nén biét trude khi di ta on hoang dé. Pai Hoi
Pong doi lic van dap tmg so thich vé phy nit va do quy hiém ctia Rudolf dé ninh bg 6 ongta. Néu hoang dé muén ¢ em thi phan quyet ctia Pai Hoi Dong
s& khong nghiéng vé phia ching ta dau. Ho s& chuyén em cho 6ng ta boi vi ho khong thé dé Praha roi vao tay loai ngudi gidng nhur tong gidm muyc ctia
Trier va nhirng ngudi ban thiy tu dong Tén ctia 6ng ta. Va ho khong muoq Rudolf tr¢ thanh m6t Vua James thir hai khat miu cac sinh vét khac nguoi
Praha c6 thé 1a 6c ddo danh cho nhiing sinh vat & thé gidi khac. Nhung giong nhur tat ca cac oc ddo, noi nuwong nau d6 1a mot 4o anh xa voi.”

“Em hiéu r6i,” t0i noi. Tai sao moi chuyén lién quan t6i Matthew déu phi rdi tinh roi mi kén thé? Cude sbng nay khién t6i nh dén nhig soi thimg that
mit trong hop than chi ctia minh. Cho du tdi cé gd ching ra bao nhi€u 1an di nita, ching s€ lai nhanh chong r61 mi thoi.

Matthew budng t6i ra. “Hay dé Gallowglass di cing em dén cung dién.”

“anh khong di 42 Trudc nhitng lo Fing ctia anh, t6i thdy sdc khi Matthew dinh dé t6i rdi di nhur vay.
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“khong. Thiy ching ta cir dinh Iy nhau nhiéu, nhimg suy doan va tinh chiém hiru ciia Rudolf cang tang thém Con Gallowglass ¢6 thé du dd ongta
huéng t61 phong thi nghiém cua Kelley. Chau trai anh quyén rii hon anh rét nhiéu ddy.” Matthew cuoi toe toét, nhung biéu cam dy ching hé am voi di
bong ti an su trong doi it anh.

skoksk

Gallowglass khéing khang I anh ta da c6 mdt ké hoach d€ gidp t6i han ché phai ni chuyén riéng voi Rudolf nhung van c6 thé bay t long biét on chén
thanh. Nhung méi t6i e tiéng chudng ngan nga diém ba gio, i III)’I thoang nhén ra ke hoach cua anh chang c6 thé dién ra thé nao. Dong ngudi d6 x6 ¢
chen vao nha thd St. Vitus qua may canh ctra vom nhon & hai bén 16i vao da khang dinh cho ké hoach dé.

“D6 Ia Sigismund,” Gallowglass nghiéng ngudi ghé sat vao tai t6i noi. Tiéng chuéng 6n ao dinh tai nhirc dc, t6i chi vira du nghe thiy tiéng anh ta. Thiy t6i
ling ting, Gallowglass chi vao mot tam luéi vang bén trén gac chudng, “Sigismund. Cai chudng lon. D9 1a cach gitip c6 bict minh dang & Praha.”

Nha tho St. Vitus 1 cudn gido khoa vé nghé thuat kiéntruc Gothic voi hang loat day ¢4t try va nhirng thap nhon idng nhur miii kim chia 1én troi. Vao mot
budi chiéu mita déng u am, trong no tham chi cang giéng hon. Nhing ngon nén bén trong dang chay sang ruc, nhung trong khong gian rong thénh thang
ctia nha thd ching chéng i gi ngoai miy d1emvang mo nhat trong béng t6i u am. Bén ngodi, anh sang da nhat den mirc nhitng tAm kinh thay tinh mau céu
ban va nhing birc bich hoa sdng dong day méu sic ciing chi trg gitp duge hét strc it 6i bau khong khi ning né ngdt ngat d6. Gallowglass can than chon
vitrf ctia chiing toi ngay bén dudi mdt cap gia dude.

“Hay cho bia chi nguy trang ctia ¢6 mdt co hdi di,” anh chang goi y. “O déy t6i thé nay Rudolf ¢ thé khong trong thiy co dau.”
“Cau bao t0i phét sang 42" Toi trung ra bd miit ha khéc nhét ciia ba gido gia, nhung anh ta chi nhan nhé cudi dap lai.

Ching t6i doi cho nghi 1 Mass bit dau voi cube phan loai thi vi gilta dam nguoi hau 6n a0 trong cung dién, cac chirc séc hoang gia va nhitng nha quy
toc. mot vainghé si van con mang nhitng vét ddy ban va chdy xém do diic thi cong viée, hiu hét bon ho trong déu c6 vé kiét strc mét moi. Sau khi quan
sat dam dong, toi ngudc Ién nhin dé bao quat kich thude va phong cach ctia nha tho.

“Toan bd déu duoc xay khung vom hét,” ti im bam néi. Puong gin ndi con phirc tap hon nhidu so voi hdu hét cac nha tho theo phong cach Gothic &
anh.

“Y tuong ctia Matthew ddy,” Gallowglass nhan xét.
“Matthew u?” T6i ha hdc miéng ngac nhién.

“Céch day rt lau chi 4 ay dingang qua Praha, khi 4 ay Peter Parler, kién tric sur moi, dang tai xanh tai xam vi mjt nhiém vu qua mirc quan trong thé nay.
Tuy nhién dot bung 16 bénh dich dau tién da giét chét hau hét cac thy xdy lanh nghé, vy nén Parler bi bo lai chiu trdn. Matthew da che cho anh ta va ca
hai ngudi c6 hoi ndi himg dién mdt chit. Toi khong thé hiéu duoc chi dy va anh chang Peter tré kia dang ¢ ging hoan thién c4i gl, nhung n6 bat mt
day chir. Poi cho tdi ic ¢ trong thiy nhimg i bon ho 1m véi Pai Sanh mi xem.”

T6i m6 miéng dinh hoi thém thi sy im king bao trim toan bo d4m dong, Rudolf da dén. Toi nghén ¢b ¢ ging nhin.

“Ong ta kia kia,” Gallowglass thi tham, hét dAu huéng vé& phia bén phai. Rudolf da vao St.Vitus trén ting hai, tir 16i di khép kin ma t6i phat hién ra né ndi
lién gitta Jau dai va nha thd ndy. Ong ta dang dimg trén mot ban cong duoc trang tri bang nhitng chiéc khién gia huy biéu thi rat nhidu tudc hiéu va dia vi
danh gia. Ging nhur trédn nha, chiéc ban cong ndy ciing durge do bang mdt vom cudn trang tri la thurdng, méc di trong nd nhur nhitng canh ciy khéing
khiu. Cin cir vao vé thanh khiét dén nghet thdr ctia kién tric céc cot tru khac trong nha tho, t6i khong nghi ddy I tic phim ctia Matthew.

Rudolf ngdi vao chd va nhin bao quét khp gian trung tim ctia gido durong trong khi dam dong cti dau va nhin gbi chio hudéng vé 16 hoang gia. V& phan
minh, Rudolf tréng ¢6 ve khong thodi méi khi bi phat hién. Trong khu phong riéng, 6ng ta tha long true damcan than cia minh, nhung ¢ ddy ong ta
duong nhur ngrong nging va cang thing, Ongta quay sanglangnghe mot by t6i thi thim va nhlnthaytOL Ong ta nghiéng dAu chio vé hoa nha va mim
cudi. Bam dong dao dong xung quanh dé xem ai 1 ngudi hoang dé dic biét chu y ban cho an dién do.

“Nhin gdi chao ngay,” Gallowglass rit én. T6i lai ha thap ngudi lan nita.

Ching t6i xoay s trai qua duoc 1é Mass ma khong co6 sy ¢b gi. Toi nhe nhdm nhan thiy khong mot ai, thim chi ca hoang dé, mong doinhan 1& ban
phude, va toan b budi lé nhanh chong ket thiic. Rudolf da lang 1€ len khoi khu vyre riéng cuia 6ng ta tur lic nao, khong nghi ngd gi la d6 tiep tue mé mai
voi dong kho bau ctia minh.

Hoang dé va céc tu sida di rdi, gian gido duong trd thanh noi ty hop vui vé khi nhimg nguoi ban trao d6i voi nhau tin tirc va tan giu. Toi thiy Ottavio
Strada ¢ phia xa, say sua tro chuyén voi mot quy 6ng da dé hong hio trong bo 40 choang len dit tién. Bic si T Hajek cling ¢ day, cuoi dua ndi chuyén voi

mot cap vo chdng tré, 1 ring dang d6 man nong. Toi mim cudi voi ong ta, con ong hoi git dAu chio vé phia t6i. Toi co thé tang b Strada, nhung t6i
thich vi bac sinay ctia hoang dé.

“Galloglass 4? Dang I céu nén ngi dong nhu bon gAu 1di chir?” mOt nguoi dan 6ng manh khanh véi cap mét sau tién dén gan, miéng van veo thanh mot
ny cudi mia mai khé chiv. Ong ta mic mdt bd quan do dt tién nhung gian di, chiée nhin vang trén ngdn tay cho thiy su gidu sang, quyén quy.

“V6i thoi tiét thé nay thi tit ca ching ta déu nén ngi dong, that t5t duoc thiy ong khoe manh, Joris.” Gallowglass vd bdm bop kén hung ong ta. Lyc ciia
¢t vo khién hai mat 6ng ta tron tron.
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“Toi ciing s& n6i thé v6i anh ban, nhung vi anh luén khoe manh nén t6i s& dé danh 1oi néi lich sur séo rong 4y cho ca hai ching ta.” Ngudi dan 6ng quay
sang t6i. “Con day Ia La Diosa.”

“Diana,” t6i n6i, kh& nhim gbi chao.

“P khong phéi I tén ba ¢ ddy. Rudolf goi ba I La Diosa de la Caza. 6 1a tiéng Tay Ban Nha d€ goi nit than sén bét. Hoang dé da ra knh cho dng
Spranger t0i nghiép bo d& nhitng phac hoa cudi cuing bire v& Venus dang tam dé tap trung vao mot chu dé moi: Diana bi gian doan lic trang diém. Tat ca
chiing t6i dang héo hirc xem liéu Spranger c6 nang lyc tao ra mbt sw thay doi lon lao trong thoi gian ngan nhu the khong  ndi r6i ong ta nghiéng minh cli
dau chao. “Joris Hoefhagel.”

“Nguoi viét chir dep,” t6i noi, nghi lai 101 nhan xét ctia Pierre vé phong cach viét chir hoa my trong birc thur chinh thirc tri¢u goi Matthew vao triéu ctia
Rudolf. Nhung céi tén d6 kha 1a quen. ..

“mot nghé si ddy,” Gallowglass nhe nhang

sura lai.

“La Diosa.” mjt ngudi dan 6ng gy hoc hac ha chiée mii chao bang hai ban tay day seo. “Toi I Erasmus Habermel. Xin ba vui long ha c6 t6i tham
xuong cua toi ngay khi co theé duoce khong? BE ha mudn ba cé mdt ban tom tat chiém tinh dé chi thich tot hon vé nhitng thay doi trén miat trang, nhung
nd phai chinh xac nhu y thich cta ba.”

Habermel ciing 1a mdt cai tén quen thudc. . .

“Ba 4y s& dén ch6 i vao ngay mai.” mOt nguoi dan ong bé vé béo t6t khoang chung ba muroi i tudi chen qua dam dong ngay cang nhiéu kia. Trong 4m
cua ongta la tiéng Y thiy rd. “La Diosa s¢ ng01 Jam méu v& chan dung. B& ha mudn ¢ bire hoa ciia ba dy dé khéc vao da nhur mdt biéu tuong vinh ciru
ctia ba Ay trong tinh cam yéu mén ctia ngurdi.”” M hoi tia ra trén ving nhén trung ctia ong ta.

“Signor Miseroni!” mt nguoi Y khac n6i, vo bdm bOp hai ban tay Ién bo nguc ning né ctia ong ta. “Toi da nghil ching ta hiéu nhau co ddy. La Diosa
phai luyén tap khiéu vii néu ba 4y dinh tham dyr budi chiéu dai vao tuin toi nhu hoang dé mong mudn.” Ong ta ciii chio vé phia toi. “Téi a Alfonso
Pasetti, thua La Diosa, thy day khiéu vii ciia hoang dé.”

“Nhung vo 61 khong thich khiéu vi,” mot giong ndi lanh king cat 1én phia sau toi. mdt canh tay dai rin chic vong qua cam Iy tay 01, dta nghich voi
dudng vién trén thin 4o. “Ding khdng, mon coeur?”” Loi du yém sau ciing di kém voi mdt ny hon én cac khop ngon tay va mdt cii cin nheé nhe canh céo.

“Xir Iy diing dén ddy Matthew, nhur van ludn thé,” Joris mim cudi chén thanh. “anh thé nao roi?”

“That vong vi khong tim thiy Diana & nha,” Matthew ndi véi giong diéu hoi budn phién. “Nhung ngay ca mdt dirc 6ng chong tan tuy ciing phai quy phuc
trurde Chia trong tinh yéu thuong ctia vo anh ta.”

Hoefhagel quan sat Matthew m0t cach timi, do luong timg sw thay ddi v& biéu cam. Toi dot nhién nhan ra nguoi ny 1 ai: nguwdi nghé sividai la nha
quan sat thién nhién sc sao, nhitng birc hoa ctia 6ng ta vé hoa ¢6 va dong vét trong nhur ching c6 thé sdng déy, gidng cac sinh vat trén doi gidy cia

Mary.

“Cha, Chuia da xong viéc v6i ba dy ngiy hom nay roi. Toi nghi ong hoan toan tir do mang vo minh vé nha ddy,” Hoefiiagel on ton néi. “Ba hira hen s&
lam tuoi sang cho muia xudn am dam nay day, La Diosa. Vi dieu d6 ma tat ca ching toi déu vui sudng lay lam biet on.”

Canh dan ong gidi tan sau khi ¢6 dugc 161 cam doan tir Gallowglass ring anh ta s& sdp xép cac cude hen day dic chong chéo nhau ctia toi. Hoefhagel 1
nguroi cudi cung roi di.

“Toi s& dé mét dén vo ong ddy, Schaduw. C6 I& 6ng ciing nén am thé.”

“T6i uon chi y dén vo minh. Con biét im gi khac & dy kia cha?”

“Di nhién rdi. Thir 18 cho s can thiép ctia t6i. Tai vach mach rimg.” Hoefhagel ci chio. “Téi s& gip ba trong triéu, La Diosa.”
“Tén c6 4y | Diana,” Matthew gin giong n6i. “Ba de Clermont ciing duoc.”

“Vay ma t6i clr twong I Roydon. Nham Jin rdi.”” Hoefhagel I lai sau vai bude. “Chao budi t6i, Matthew.” Tiéng budc chan 6ng ta vang vong trén nén
da, nho dan r6i chim vao im lang,

“Schaduw u?” T6i hoi.

‘Tiéng Ha Lan ¢6 nghia 13 “Ci Béng’. Elizabeth khong phai nguoi duy nhat goi anh bang céi tén d6.” Matthew nhin Gallowglass. “Signor Pasetti nhéc t6i
buodi chiéu dai nao the?”

“0, khong ¢ gi dic biét dau. Chic lai miy chit dé than thoai, voi am nhac khing khiép va khiéu vii tham chi con t0i t& hon. Puoc udng tha phanh, ca
dam cén than s€ lai say chan ngd nham grong vao cudi dém cho ma xem Chin thang sau s& c6 ca bay tré quy tdc khong rd nguon goc. Chuyén thuong
thoi ma.”
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“Sic transit gloria mundi,”” Matthew Am bam, i nghiéng minh cti chao t61. “Ching ta vé nha chir, La Diosa?” Toi thay khong thoai i khi nguoi la ding
cai tén thAn mat ndy, nhung tir miéng Matthew thi gAn nhur khong chiu ndi. “Jack n6i mon him t&i nay déc biét hp dan ddy.”

Matthew xa cach sudt ca budi ti, anh quan sat toi bang cap nit ning né trong khi ti nghe chuyén trong ngay cuia bon tré va Pierre diing hen bao cao
anh hang loat chuyén xay ra & Praha. Nhimg céi tén xa la va chuyén ké dai dong rdi rim khién t6i phai tir bo viée ¢b theo ddi nd ma 1én giurdng di ngil

Tiéng khoc ctia Jack chot danh thirc t6i, t6i lao dén véi thing bé dé rdi phét hién ra Matthew di t6i tir bao gio. Thing bé dién cudng quiy dap, gio khoc
tim sy giip do.

“Xuong ctia chiu dang roi ra!” Thing bé kip di kip lai. “Pau! Pau qua!”

Matthew bao boc thing bé that chat dua vao 10ng nguc anh dé n6 khong thé nhiic nhich nita. “Suyt. Gid ta 6m duoc chau rdi.” anh tiép tuc gitt Jack cho
to1 khi con run ray lan ra khap tir chi manh khanh ctia dira bé diu dan xuong,

“Tét ca Iii quai vat déu trong gidng nhirg ngudi dan 6 6ng binh thirong t01 nay, ong Roydon a,” Jack ké Vv6ianh, ric sau hon nita vao vong tay chong toi.
Tiéng thiing bé nghe ¢6 vé hét strc mét moi, nhitng quing xanh dudi mt khién n6 trong nhur gia hon tudi thre.

“Chiing thuong thé ma, Jack,” Matthew n6i. “Ching thuong thé ca.”

sksksk

Nhitng tuan ké ﬁép 12 mot con 1b¢ xoay dién cuéng cée cude hen — hét tho kim hoan cta hoang dé, tho lam nhac cu cta hoang dé, roi lai thﬁy day khiéu
vil ctia hoang d€. Moi cude do6i mit lai mang t6i tién sdu hon nita vao trung tdm ctia cung dién dé quoc nay, tdi nhitng xudng lam viéc va noi cu ngu danh
cho nhig nguroi nghé siva tri thire tai gioi ctia Rudolf.

Gitta nhitng 10 mdi hen gip g3, Gallowglass dira t6i t6i timg khu vire ctia cung dién noi toi chura duroc thiy. Pén chd by thit, noi Rudolf nudi giit bao va
sur tir ciing nhidu ngang voi cac tho v& va nhac cong ¢ trén cac con phd nho hep phia dong nha tho. Téi Stag Moat, noi da dugc tu stra dé Rudolf ¢ thé
hurong thy choi thé thao vui vé hon. Téi phong tap phi kin cac hmhttangtnkhac xude, noi cac can than c6 thé van dong thé dyc. T6i nhimg ngdi nha
kinh m6i duoc dung 1én dé bao vé cac cy non quy gid ctia hoang dé tranh khoi mia dong khic nghiét ciia Boherian.

Nhung c6 mot noi thdm chi ca Gallowglass ciing khong dwoc phép vao: toa thap Phén, noi Edward Kelley tién hanh chung cat va tinh luyén dé c6 limra
da tao vang. Ching t6i dirng bén ngoai toa thap, c6 ging noi chuyén dé tim cach qua it tram linh canh gic ¢ 161 vao. Gallowglass thim chi con phai
ndng nhiét gio 1én chio hoi. Viée nay khién hing x6m phai chay ra vi tuéng chdy nha, nhung ciing ching im ngudi phu ta ngiy xua ctia tién si Dee budn
nhtic nhich.

“hiin ta nhur tO nhAn éy,” 101 ké v6i Matthew sau khi bé:t dTa} bita t6i duoc dop sach, Jack va Annie da yén dn nimtrén gnrong ctia ching, Mﬁy dra da
vui vé choi mOt vong met i bai skat va di xe truot tuyét, roi an banh quy xoan. Ching t6i khong con coi ching nhur nguoi hau cia minh nia. Toi hy vong
dugc cu xir nhu mot dira tré binh thuong s& chdm durt nhitg con ac mong hang dém cta Jack. Nhung cung dién khong phai la noi danh cho ching. Toi
van lo s chiing c6 thé di lang thang va lac trong d6 méi néi, vi ching khong biét ngon ngir & day.

“Kelley 1 mdt tii nhan,” Matthew néi, nghich ngom ly nrou ctia anh. N6 duoc lam bang bac ning va bét anh ira sang lap lnh.

“Ho néi thinh thoang hin m6i V%A) nha, thrdng 14 vao gitta dém khi khong ¢6 ai trong thiy. It nhat thi hin ciing co duogc chit thanh thoi sau nhimg yéu cau
khong ngirng nghi ctia hoang de.”

“Em chua gip ba Kelley,” Matthew lanh nhat noi.

Toi chura gip, diéu nay khién toi thay ky quéi va cang dé tim dén n6 hon. C6 & t6i dang di sai i duong & gap duoc nha gia kimnay. Téi cho phép minh

bi cubn vio cude song vuong tridu i hy vong gb ctra duge phong thi nghiém cua Kelley va di thing t6i Ashmole 782. Nhung cir theo théi quen moi
ndy cta toi thi cach tiép can trre tiép duong nh khong thé thanh

cong duogc.

Sang hom sau t6i quyét dinh di mua sim ctng Tereza mdt chit. Ngoai troi gio thét gao dit doi, budt lanh cim cam nhung ching toi van ging 16 budc ti
cho.

“Baco biét ba Kelly dong hirong ciia t6i khong?”” Toi hoi Frau Huber khi chiing t6i doi ngurdi ban banh goi hang, Méy ba ndi trg ciia Mala Strana thém
khat suru tam nhitng chuyén ky quai khac thurong cha kém gi Rudolf ca. “Chdng ba 4y 1 mot trong nhimg nguoi hau cn cta hoang dé.”

“Y ba ] mot trong cac nha gid kim thuéit bj giam cAm ctia hoang dé phii khong?” Frau Huber noi kém theo mot tiéng khit mili khinh thurong, “Ludn c6
nhitng chuyén ky quai xay ra trong ngdi nha d6. Va n6 con t€ hon khi ngudi nha Dee & day. Herr Kelly Kic nao cling mé dam nhin Frau Dee.”

“Thé con ba Kelley?” Toi ngit 1oi.

“Ba ta ching méy khi ra ngoai. Dau bép cua ba ta lo chuyén mua ban.” Frau Huber khong ddng tinh voi viée tty thac trach nhiém ndi tro kiéu ndy. N6 s&

mo duong cho moi sy ndo loan, bao gom (b ta cho Ia the) L3 rira ti lai va mdt cho den thinh virgng voi nguyén liéu nha bép bi xoay trom. Ba ta da bay
to cam xtc vé diém ndy rat rd rang ngay tir 1in gip g dAu tién clia ching t6i, va d6 ciing 3 mdt trong nhitng Iy do chinh t6i ra ngoai dé mua cai bap
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trong bt cir thoi tiét ndo.

“C6 phai ching ta dang ban luan vé ba vo ctia nha gia kim ay khong?” Signorina Rossi hoi, bang qua mt duong da dong cimg va tranh mot cai xe cut kit
cho day than trong gang tac. “Ba ta Ia ngudi anh va vi thé nén rat ky la. Cac hda don tién rugu ctia ba ta Ion hon chiing ta rat nhieu.”

“Lam sao hai ba biét nhiéu chuyén thé?” T6i hoi khi d thoi cudi.
“Chiing t61 ding chung mdt nha chi thg giit ma,” Frau Huber ngac nhién noi.

“Chung ta chiang thé giir duoc bi mit true méy ba thy glat ” Signorina Rossi dong tinh. “Ba 4y ciing d giat giti cho nha Dee ddy. Cho tdi khi bi
Signorina Dee dudi viéc Vi tinh tién giat khin n qua cao.”

“m0t con mu kho tinh, Jane Dee z?iy, nhung ba khong thé db 18i cho tinh tin tién ctia b ta duoc,” Frau Huber thé dai cong nhan.
“Tai sao ba can giip ba Kelley viy?”” Signorina Rossi hoi, 1én mdt 6 banh my van thimg vao gi6 di cho ciia o ta.

“T6i mudn gip chong ba dy. T6i quan tim dén gia kim thuat va c6 miy van dé can hoi.”

“Ba s& tra tién chir?”” Frau Huber hoi, co co cc ngdn tay vao nhau trong mdt ctr chi quen thudc thuong xuyén thiy.

“Cho céi gi c0?”” T6i bdi 161 hoi.

“Di nhién 1 nhitng cAu tra 14 ctia 6ng ta roL.”

“C6 chir,” t61 ddng y, tir hdi ba ta dang bay ra ké hoach ma ninh ndo day.

“Cir dé d6 t6i lo,” Frau Huber ndi. “Toi dang thém mon cbt-Kt bé rén voi bo, phia trén phi banh my vun. Tay ngudi Ao s hitu quén rrou gin nha ba
biet mon thit ran ay nén lam th€ nao day, Frau Roydon.”

¢d con gai m6i 16n ciia vi phap su-thit ran-ngudi Ao hoa ra lai cing hoc mdt gia sur voi dira con gai riéng murdi tubi ciia Kelley — Elizabeth. Va dau bép
ctia 6ng ta thi cudi ba di ctia ¢6 tho gidt, nguoi nay lai ¢ chi dau lam vi€e vat bén ngoai cho nha Kelley.

that Ay lam biét on nhitng ngudi phu nir d4 rén nén chudi nit xich huyén bi nay, khong cin dén nhitng mbi ién hé trong triéu ctia Gallowglass, ma nhd d6
Matthew va t6i mra d€mhoém dé duoc c6 mt trong phong khach tang hai ctia nha Kelley, chd doi nguoi dan 6ng vi dai kia trd ve.

“Ong 4y déng I& phai c6 mét & ddy rdi,” Joanna Kelley trafm an ching toi. DOi mit ba ta do kr va 1o do, dit két qua nay 1 do ubng qua nhiéu ruou hay do
cam lanh thi c6 vé déu lam cho toan b gia nhan khon kho.

“Xin dirng phién long vi ching t6i, ba Kelley. Ching t6i ¢6 thé doi mudn duge ma,” Matthew diu dang néi, tang ba ta mdt nu cudi chéi 1oa. “Ba thich
ngdi nha moi ciia minh chir?”

Sau rét nhiéu hoat dong tinh béo va diéu tra trong cong déng dan Ao va Y, chiing toi phat hién ra nha Kelley gin day moi mua mot can nha ¢ goc duong
gAn Ba Con Qua ndi tleng phirc tap duoc biét dén voi cai bién phd dy tinh sang tao. Ai d6 da dimng nhig hinh thiy bing gb bo di tir cac buc I dan
sinh, cura di mot nira, 1di sap xép trén mdt tim bang, Vi thé hinh anh Birc Chia hi dong trong ndi da bj bo di va thay vao d6 I cai dau con lira clia

Mary.

“Con Lira va Céi N6i dép tmg cac nhu cau ctia ching t6i hién nay, 6ng Roydon a.” Ba Kelley hit hoi sang khodi rdi top mot ngumruou. “Ching ti da
nghi hoang d€ s& sap xep mdt ngbi nha cho ching t6i trong hoang cung, can cr vao cong viée ctia Edward, nhung gio lai nhur the nay ddy.” Tieng giim
déu déu Ién cac bac cau thang, “Edward day roi.”

mot cdy ba toong xuat hién trude, rdi dér} mot ban tay lemnhem, tiép do 1A céi ¢b tay 4o ciing lem nhem khong kém Phén con lai ctia Edward Kelley
trong that bat hao. B rau quai non dai r6i bu che khuat doi tai an hién hai bén thai duong. Kelley khap khieng bude vao phong, rit 1én roi dong cimg khi
trong thay Matthew.

“Edward.” Matthew tuong thuong cho nguoi dan 6ng mot nu cuoi choi Ia khac, nhung Kelley ching khic gi ba vo, ciing chi thd o d6n nhan. “Tudng
tuong ma xem chiing ta dang ggp lai nhau & xa nha thé nay.”

“Lamsao 6ng...?” Edward Fp bip giong khan khan. hén ta nhin quanh phong, anh mét roi trén ngudi t6i voi cai nhin thoang qua thic vao da thit, cam
gidc quy quyét nhur nhitng e t6i thay mot yeu tinh. Nhung con hon thé: cam gidc xdo tron trong cac soi to' bao quanh hin, nhimg dau hiéu trai quy luat
trong mang dét nay goi y rang han khong chi la mdt yéu tinh — han khoéng tu chi duoc. D61 moi han cong én. “Phu thuy.”

“Hoang dé da nang dia vi ctia c6 Ay Ién 1di, ciing giéng nhur ong vay. Gio co 4y Ia La Diosa — nit thin,” Matthew néi. “Hay ngdi xuéng va cho céi chin
6ng dugc nghi ngoi di da. Theo nhur i con nhé thi né thuong gip ric r6i khi trdi lanh.”

“Ong c¢6 chuyén gi lién quan t6i t6i sao, Roydon?”” Edward Kelley xiét c4i ba toong chét thém.

“Ong dy ¢ day nhan danh nir hoang, Edward.” Joanna ai on néi. “Vi con st rét kinh khing nay mé i chua gp duoc nhirg ngudi hing x6m ciia minh.

Ong khong néi cho t6i biet co ngudi anh song ngay gan day. Tai sao chit? Toi co the nhin thay nha ba Roydon tir ctra s6 toa thap nay. Ong luon & lau
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dai. Con t6i c6 don mdt minh, mong moi duge n6i chuyén bang ngdn ngit ban xi ctia minh, nhung, ..
“V& girdng di, em yéu,” Kelley ndi, gat Joanna di. “Mang theo rurou ciia emnira.”

Ba Kelley mim cudi vé phuc ting, nét mt khén khd. La mot phy nit anh & Praha khong ban be, khong gia dinh that kho khén, nhung c6 mbt dirc ong
chong duoc chao don ¢ nhiéu noi — nhitng noi ma ba khong duoc phép lui t61, diéu do chac phai kho khin hon gap doi Khi ba ta dirdi, Kelley d6 nguoi
dwa vao ban va ngdi xudng ghé ctia vor minh. hin nhiin nhé ning cai chan lén dit vao ding chd, sau d6 chong choc ghim dnh miét t6i tim thi dich lén
Matthew.

“noi cho t()i'bié’t 6 phai lam gi moi rii bo dugc cac ngudi,” hin n6i huych toet. Kelley ¢6 thé ¢6 s xio quyét ctia Kit, nhung lai khong c6 duoc sur
quyen rii giong anh ta.

“Nit hoang mudn nguoi,” Matthew n6i, ciing théng thimg khong kém. “Ching ta mudn cudn sach ctia Dee.”
“Cubn sach nao0?” Cau dép tra ciia Edward tht nhanh — qué nhanh.

“V6i mit tén lang bam thi ngwoi | mdt ke déi tré déng ghé tom, Kelley a. Lam thé nio nguoi ¢6 thé bao tron dugc tat ca nhitng dire tinh 4y nhi?”
Matthew vung d6i chan dai di bot dat 1én mét ban. Kelley la 1én khi got gidy dap xuong ban.

“Néu tién s Dee dang budc t6i toi an trom,” Kelley do tmg Ién, “vay thi t6i kién quyét phai ban vé vin dé ndy trude su c6 niit ctia hoang dé. Ngudi s&
khdng muon tin twdng t6i nita, ma danh dy cua t6i dang bi nghi ngd trong chinh ngdi nha cta minh.”

“N6 ¢ dau, Kelley? Trong phong thi nghiém cua nguoi u? Hay trong phong ngu ctia Rudolf? Ta s& tim thiy né dur co hay khong c6 sur gip d& ctia nguoi.
Nhung néu ngwroi dinh n6i cho ta biét bi mit ctia minh, thi ta c6 thé xemxét bo qua van dé kia.” Matthew phui mot vét ban IAm chim trén chiéc quin
cheén cta anh. “Pai Hoi Bong khong hai long voi hanh vi ctia nguroi gan ddy.” Cay gy chong cta Kelley roi xudng san nha canh cach. Matthew giip do
nhit n6 1én, i cham dAu gdy mon vet ctia n6 vao ¢b Kelley. “Nguoi da de doa rmng song tén phuc vu ¢ quan tro nhur thé nay phai khong? Bat can qua
d4y, Edward. Tét ca su hdo hoa phi phiém va diic 4n ny da m nguroi mu mi 1. Cay gy chdng ha xudng bung Kelley va dimg lai & d6.

“Toi khong thé gitp cac ngwdi duge.” Kelley nhin nho khi Matthew ting thém strc ép kén ciy gdy. “Do 1 su thit! Hoang dé da Ky cudn séch dikhi...”
Tiéng Kelley nhd dan r6i im bét, han dua tay vuot mét nhur thé muon xo6a di hinh anh ma ca rong dang doi dién chinh minh.

“Khi nao?” Téi vira hoi, vira nhoai nguoi vé phia trude. Khi cham vao Ashmole 782 trong thur vién Bodleian, ngay 1p tirc t6i da biét n6 rét khac la.

“Nguoi blet vé cudn sach ndy con nhiéu hon ta,” Kelley nhin t6i khinh bi, 4nh n¥it hiin Ioe én. “Lii phi thily cac ngwoi khong hé ngac nhién khi nghe néi
dén s tOn tai ctia nd, mic di mdt yéu tinh phét hién ra né!”

“Ta dang mét kién nhan rdi ddy, Edward.” Cay giy g kéu Ién ring ric trong tay Matthew. “Vo ta hoi ngwoi. Hay tra 1oi di.”

Kelley chdm réi nhin Matthew vdi ve dic thang 16i ddy dau gy ra khoi bung hin. “Ong cam ghét phu thity — hay chi moi nguroi nghi vy thoi. Nhung toi
thiy gio ong ciing dang chia sé sur yéu dudi ciia Gerbert trude nhitng sinh vat niy. Ong dang yéu ¢6 nang phi thity kia, dtng nhu t6i d& n6i voi Rudolf”

“Gerbert.” Giong Matthew binh than.

Kelley git dau. “Ong ta dén day khi Dee van con & Praha, hoi han vé cubn séch kia va nhiing miii vao cong viée ctia toi. Rudolf dé 6ng ta huéng dung
mt trong cac phi thity & Thanh C — mdt ¢b gai murdi bay tudi rat xinh dep, v6i méi toc d6 cling ddi it miu xanh lam y nhur vo 6ng, khong ai nhin thiy
c6 ta ké tir 6. Nhung c6 mot dam kira rat dep vio Pém L& Walpurgis. Gerbert duge ban vinh dy thép lira.” Kelley chuyén it nhin sang toi. “Toi ban
khoin khong biét nam nay chiing ta s& c6 durge mdt man ddt lira nhur thé nita khong?”

Nhic dén truyen théng ¢ thiéu sdng phi thiyy an mimg mia xudn l giot nurée cudi cing lam tran ly d6i véi Matthew. Dén I t6i nhan thiy chuyén gi xay
ra thi anh da t5ng mdt nira ngudi Kelley ra ngodi cira s6.

“Nhin xudng di, Edward. khong phéi mt ca roi thing tudt dau. Nguoi s& song s6t, nhung ta e ring c6 thé gity modt hai c4i xwong ddy. Rdi ta s& nhit
nguroi lén va mang vao phong ngu. Tét nhién & d6 ciing c6 mdt cai cira s6 16i. Tham chi ta s& tim dugc mdt noi du cao dé tha cai xac stc sinh khon kiép
ctia nguoi lan thir hai Pén lic d6 moi cai xwrong trong co thé nguroi s& Vo vun va nguroi s& ndi vai ta diéu ta mudn biét.” Matthew chuyén doi nit den lay
nhin sang khi t61 nhom ddy. “Ngoi. Xudng,” anh hit vao mot hoi that sau. “Lam on.” Va t6i lam theo.

‘fCuén sach ctia Dee phat sang voi mot strc manh. T6i co thé ngri thiy strc manh d6 ngay khoanh khiic ong é}{ 161 n6 ra khoi gia sach & Mortlake. Ong
ay 10 rang hicu tim quan trong cua no, nhung toi biét.” Kelley gio khong the n6i du nhanh. Khi han ngimg lai d¢ ly hoi, Matthew ic han. “Phi thiy
Roger Bacon s hitund va quy trong né nhu mot kho bau vi dai. Tén 6ng ta & trén trang tua d€, kém theo cau dé tir “Verum Secretum Secretorum.”
“Nhung n6 ching gidng cudn Secretorumno ca,” t6i n6i, nghil &én tac pham thoi Trung ¢6 duge yéu thich d6. “Do 1 mdt cudn gido khoa thudng thirc.
Con day 1a nhiing hinh v& minh hoa vé thuat gia kim.”
“Nhitng btrc hinh minh hoa d6 ching 1 gi ngoai mot tm mén che chéng lai sur that,” Kelley vira néi vira tho kho khé. “Pé I Iy do vi sao Bacon goind 1
Bi mit that sur ctia cac bi mat.”
“N6 n6i vé ci gi?”” Toi hoi, nhdm ddy vi kich dong. Lan niy Matthew khong canh céo t6i. anh ciiing kéo Kelley vao bén trong. “Ong c6 thé doc duroc tir
ngir trong d6 khong?”
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“C6 18,” Kelley n6i, vudt phing lai b quan 4o.
“hén ciing khong doc duroc cudn sach dau.” Matthew tha Kelley ra voi vé ghé tom. “anh c6 thé ngiri thiy mii ddi trd qua ndi so hai ctia hin.”
“N6 duoc viét bang mot thir tiéng murdc ngoai. Ngay ca Rabbi Loew ciing khong thé giai mé duoc.”
“anh chang Maharal 4y da thiy cudn sach sa0?” Matthew c6 cai nhin king & canh gidc d6 ngay truée khi anh bat ngdy bd xudng tin cong.
“Thyc ra khi & Thanh Do Thai tim kiém phi thily tao ra sinh vt dét sét ma ho goi k hinh nhén dét d6, ong da khong hoi Rabbi Loew vé& n6. Ong ciing
khong tim durgc thi pham va ngudi tao ra n6.” Kelley t6 vé khinh thuong. “Stre manh cta sy ni tiéng va tam anh hudng cta ong nhiéu dén thé ma. Ong
tham chi con khong thé doa n6i dan Do Thai.”
“T6i khong nghi d4y L tiéng Do Théi,” ti n6i, nhé lai cac ky tw chuyén dong rat nhanh d6. Toi da nhin thoang qua ban viét trén gidy da ciru d6.

“Ching khong phai. Hoang dé da cho £0i Rabbi Loew chi dé chic chin didu d6.” Kelley da tiét 16 nhiéu hon héin dyr dinh. Anh miét hin dao sang phia
cay gy chdng, cc soi to quanh héin bién dang rdi bén xoén lai. Hinh anh Kelley ning cy giy chong 1én danh ai do chot xuét hién trong dau toi. han dinh
lam gi?

Va 1di t6i nhan ra: hin dang dinh danh t6i. mdt 4m thanh khé hiéu phét ra tir miéng t6i, va khi toi chia tay ra, cdy gy cua Kelley bay thang to1. Canh tay
61 bién thanh mdt canh cay trong thoang chdc trude khi trd lai voi dang vé binh thudng ctia nd. Toi cau nguyén tat ca nhimg chuyén vira roi xay ra qua
nhanh dé Kelley khong kip nhén thiy sy thay d6i 6. Nhung céi nhin trén grong myit hin da cho toi biét nhitng hy vong ctia minh tht vo ich.

“Dlg dé hoang dé nhin thiy diéu ba vira im” Kelley cudi tur n, ‘heu khong ngai s& nhét ba lai, nhur mbt mon dd quy hiém khéc phuc vu cho s&
thich ctia minh. T6i da ni cho céc nguoi nhig @i céc ngwdi mudn biét rdi, Roydon. Hay goi lii chd ctia Pai Hoi Bong di di.”

“Ta khong nghi ta ¢ thé lam thé dau,” Matthew n6i, cam By cay gy tir tay toi. “Nguoi khong v6 hai, cho du Gerbert c6 nghi gl di nita. Nhung gio ta s&
dé mic ngwroi. Pimg lam bét ctr diéu gi khién ta chii y thém nita, may ra ngwoi c6 thé thiy duge mia hé ndy ddy.” ndi rdi anh ném cy gdy vao goc

phong,
“Chiic ngii ngon, ng Kelley.” Téi iy 4o khodc, chi mudn céch xa khoi gi yéu tinh ndy nhanh nhét c6 thé.

“Cir hudng thy thoi khide dudi dnh it trdi di, phi thity. O Praha ching qua nhanh Fim dy.” Kelley vén & yén tai chd khi Matthew va t0i bt dau xudng
cau thang,

Téi van con cam thiy nhirng cdi nhin ctia hén thic vao da minh khi di trén phd. Khi t6i nhin lai vé phia quan Con Lira va C4i N6i, nhitng soi chi to vin
veo dut gay noi Kelley voi the gidi nay sang 1én véi vé ac y hiem doc.

Ban dang doc truyén Mt Ma Phir Thizy duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Chuwong 29

Sau vai ngay than trong dam phan, Matthew da co thé sép xep mdt chuyén viéng thiam Rabbi Judah Loew. Pé don dudng cho su kién ndy, Gallowglass
da lay cé bi 6mdé hiy céc cude hen sip t6i clia t6i trong triu.

that khong may, thong bao nay lai khién hoang dé lru tam, va nha ching ti ngap Iut thudc 1 thudc: terra sigillata — thir dat sét voi nhitng diic tinh chira
lanh ky diéu; nhitng vién da di vat thu hoach tir i mét ctia dé ngira doc; mot chiée coe Bm tir simg ky 1An ciing mot don thudc cia gia toc dé gy té.
Sau ciing i viée tron mdt qué trimg mrong voi nghé tay vao bot cing hat mi tat, cay bach chi, qua chin cay bach xi, long nfio, va vai chét bi 4n khac,
sau d6 chuyén n6 thanh mot hn hop bot nhdo cling mét duong va nude chanh duong. Rudolf cir bac si Hajek theo cling dé thue thi nd. Nhung toi
khong dinh nudt c4i thir hon tap ching miy ngon knh nay, vi thé t6i thong bao voi vi béc si ciia hoang dé biét.

‘Téi s@ dér}lbéo voi ngai r'img ba s bir;h phuc,” 6ng ta ]anhnlm ndi. “May min sao, bé ha qua ban tdm téi sttc khde ctia ban than ngurdi nén khdng mao
hiém di xudng khu Sporrengasse nay d€ xac nhan nhirng chan doan bénh cua t61.”

Ching t6i hét strc biét on vi quyét dinh khon ngoan ctia hoang dé va giri vi bac sidem vé mdt con gi nuréng da dugc mang t6i tir nha bép hoang gia.

trén duong di ngang qua song Moldau t6i Thanh Cb Praha, 1an dAu tién t6i c6 co hoi trai nghiém sur h01 ha nhon nhip cta trung tam thanh phé. O do,
nhing thrrong nhan giau c6 tién hanh cong viéc kinh doanh dudi mai vom ctia nhirg ngdi nha ba, bén tang doc theo céc con phd ngodn ngoéo. Khi
chiing t6i 1& vé hudng bic, dién mao thanh phd dan thay d6i: nha ctra 1ho hep hon, dan cu an vén nhéch nhéc hon, kinh doanh budn ban tri tré hon. Sau
d6 ching toi di qua mdt con durong réng ri va xuyén qua mdt canh cong tién vao trong Thanh Do Thai. Hon niim ngin ngudi Do Thai séng trong khu
dat nho bi ket gitta bo song cong nghiép, quang truong chinh ctia Thanh C6, va mdt nha tu kin. Tham chi so v6i mét do ¢ London, ciing khong thé hinh
dung n6i, khu phd Do Théi lai dong duc dén vay — chen chiic trong nhitng ngdi nha thiéu kién cd, dwoc xay tu phat.
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Trai qua mjt 1§ trinh quanh co it Ko, ching toi tlmthéy Rabbi Loew. Néu cé mdt tii miu vun banh my & day dé rai dudng, may ra ching toi moi tim nbi
duong vé nha. Cu dan ¢ day liéc nhitng anh it deé chimg vé phia ching t6i, nhung mt sb it ciing dam chao hoi. Ho goi Matthew la “Gabriel” Do la
mdt trong rét nhidu tén ctia anh, ching béo hiéu ring t6i d3 truot xudng hang tho ctia Matthew va sip stra gip mot cai toi qua khir khéc ciia anh.

Khi t6i dtmg trude quy 6ng tot bung duoc biét dén i nha hoc gia Maharal, t6i d hiéu tai sao Matthew n6i vé ong ta bang giong king & nhu vy. Rabbi
Loew toa ra strc manh hét nhu t6i thiy ¢ Philippe. Pham cach ctia 6ng ta khién cho cac cir chi pho trwong ctia Rudolf va tinh hon dbi ctia Elizabeth
duong nhur that nure cuoi khi demra so sanh. Va cang dang ngac nhién hon trong thoi ky nay, khi vil Iye la phurong thire thong thurong ap dao nguoi
khac, tiéng tim ctia vi Maharal nay lai duoc xdy dung trén hoc thirc va uyén bac, chir khong phai sirc manh co bap.

“Vi Maharal néyy |a mdt trong nhiing ngudi dan dng cao quy nhat timg song trén doi nay,” Matthew noi ngin gon khi t0i yéu cau anh ké thém vé Judah
Loew. Clt xem viéc Matthew da rong choi bao 1au trén trai dat nay, s€ hi€u day qua la mdt 101 ngoi ca to lon.

“Gabriel, ta turong ching ta da két thic cong viéc cta minh 16i ma,” Rabbi Loew nghiém nghi ndi bang tiéng La tinh, giong diéu hét nhu mot vi hiéu
trueong. “Trudc ddy, toi da khong tiét 10 tén ciia phu thily da tao ra nguoi dat sét thi bay gio ciing s& khong ndi dau.” Rabbi Loew quay sang t6i. “Toi xin
161, Frau Roydon. syr thiéu kién nhan ciia t6i voi chong ba khién toi quén ca & théi cur xir ding mure. Rét han hanh duoc gip ba.”

“T6i khong dén vi chuyén nguoi dat sét,” Matthew dap. “Hom nay t6i dén vi viéc riéng, N6 lién quan toi mt cudn sach.”

“Cudn sach no thé?” Mic dit Maharal khong chop mit, nhung luong khong khi xao dong vay quanh t6i cho thiy c¢6 mdt phan tmg khong dé phét hién
tir phia 6ng. Tir khi gip Kelley, toi nhan ra phép thuat ctia minh van nhay cam nhu thé bi hit vio mot dong nang hrong vo hinh. Con rong lira ciia toi
dang ngo ngudly. Va céc soi to xung quanh toi tiép tuc bung ra thanh nhiéu mau sac, Am ndi bat mot do vat, mot con nguoi, mdt con dudng xuyén qua
cac phd nhur thé n6 dang ¢ ndi cho t6i didu gl do.

“N6 I mdt cudn sach vo ti tim thiy & mot trurong dai hoe cach day rat xa,” Matthew néi. Toi ngac nhién ring anh dang thanh that trong chuyén nay. Ca
Rabbi Loew ciing the.

“Ah. Toi thiy ching ta thanh that v6i nhau dy. Vao mot budi nhur chidu nay, ching ta nén am thé & mbt noi da yén tinh dé t6i ¢6 thé huong thy trai
nghiém nay. Hay vao phong lam viéc ctia toi di.”

Ong ta dan ching t6i vao mdt khu phong nhd niim & tng trét. N6 ¢6 cam gide that than thude voi chiée ban lim viée day vét xude x4t va hing chong
sach. Toi nhan ra mii murc va thir gi d6 goi t6i nhé dén cai hop nhya ¢o-16-phan & phong hoc mita ciia t6i hdi bé. mdt chiée binh sit dé canh cira dung
thir trong giéng nhur nhitng trai tao nhd mau nau, dang chdi Ién ngup xudng trong mdt dung dich ciing méu ndu nhur thé. N6 ¢ vé day ma thuat, goi lén
cam gidc lo ngai vé nhimng gi ¢6 thé con 4n gidu dudi day sau ghé ron ctia céi vac.

“C6 phai mé murc ndy vira y hon khong?” Matthew ni, choc choc vao mdt qua béng dang ndi lénh bénh.

“Dling the Ongda giip toi rat nhiéu khi goiy thém méy cai mong d6 vao mirc, khong can qud nhleu b6 hong dé lam den, va bén méu hon.” Rabbi Loew
ra hiéu vé phia mdt chiéc ghé. “Xin moi ngdi.”” Ong doi cho t6i khi t6i da an toa rdi moi ngdi xubng chd duy nhét con lai kia: mdt cai ghé déu ba chan.
“Gabriel s& dmg nhé. anh chang khong con tré trung gi, nhung chan van khoe m.”

“Toi i tré dé duge ngdi trong long 6ng gidng nhur cac hoc trd ciia dng diy, Maharal.” Matthew cudi toe toét va duyén dang thu minh ngdi xép bang
trén dat.

“Céc hoc tr0 cua to1 khon ngoan hon vi s€ khong ngdi trén san nha vao thoi tiét ndy.” Rabbi Loew quan sat toi. “Gid thi vio viée ndo. Tai sao vo clia
Gabriel ben Ariel lai di xa dén thé dé tim kiem mot cu6n sach ha?”” Toi c6 mit cam gide boi roi rang 6ng ay khong phai dang noi vé hanh trinh ctia t6i qua
song, hay tham chi bang qua ca Chau Au. Lam sao 6ng ay co the bict t6i khong dén tur thoi dai nay?

Ngay khi tam tri toi bat dau nghi van, gwong mat mt ngudi dan 6ng lp 16 hién ra trong khong trung trén bo vai Rabbi Loew. Guong mat do, du tre
trung, nhung dAy nhitng nép nhén lo Eing bao quanh cip miit xim sau hodm, va bd rdu méu ndu x4m & chinh gitta cam.

“mt phi thity khac da ké voi ong vé t6i,” ti khé noi.

Rabbi Loew git du. “Praha | mt thanh phd tuyét voi di voi tin tire. Hi oi, mdt nira nhitng gi duoc néi ra lai khong phéi sy that.” Ong ta doi trong
choc 1at ro1 nhac khéo. “Cudn sach kia sao nao?”

“Chiing t6i nghi n6 c6 thé cho ching tdi biét nhitng sinh vat giong nhu Matthew va t6i c6 ngudn gde nhur thé ndo,” t6i giai thich.

“C6 gi bi an du. Chiia tao ra céc v, cling nhur ngudi d tao ra 0 va hoang dé Rudolf viy,” Maharal dép, ngdi sau hon nita vao céi ghé cia ong. D6 |
bd dang dién hinh ctia mdt 6ng thay, mot tu thai dugc phat trién hét sttc ty nhién sau nhi€u nim danh ting cho 1 hoc tro khoang khong dé vat 1on véi

nhirng y trdng moi. Toi nhan thiy mot cam gide quen thude vira dyr liéu trude dwoc lai vira kinh hii khi t6i chudn bi tra 16i. Toi khong mudn im Rabbi
Loew thit vong.

“C6 & thé, nhung Chiia da ban ting vai ngudi trong chiing ta thém mdt s tai ning, Ngai khong thé khién nguoi chét song lai durgc, Rabbi Loew,” t0i

ndi, tra 101 nhu thé Ong ta 1a gido vién hudng dan & Oxford. “Ciling khdng cé nhitng gurong mit xa la xuat hién trudc mat ngai khi ngai dat ra mot cau hoi

don gian.”

“Ding that. Nhung ba khong cai tri Bohemia, va tiéng Dirc clia chong ba tdt hon ca toi cho dii t6i dd ndi chuyén bang thir ngdn ngit nay tir khi con bé.
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Mbi ching ta déu duoc ban tang mjt mon qua doc nhit vo nhi, Frau Roydon a. Trong sir hon loan ciia thé gioi hién nay, van c6 bang chimg vé y Chia.”

“Ngai tu tin n6i v& y Chiia nhur vy vi ngdi biét 10 nguon gbe ctia minh tir N Kinh,” t6i n6i. “Bereishit — ‘Sach séng thé’ — theo céch céc ngai goi, hay
Genesis — theo nguoi Co Poc gido. Diu d6 khong ding sao, Rabbi Loew?”

“C6 vé nhur t6i dang ban ludn vé than hoc vdi nhdm ngudi trong gia dinh Ariel rdi,” Rabbi Loew lanh nhat n6i, dti d6i mét 4nh 1én vé cham biém
“Ai I Ariel viy?” Toi hoi.

“Nguoi ctia Rabbi Loew biét dén cha anh v6i cai tén Ariel,” Matthew gii thich.

“Thién than phin nd u?”” T6i cau may. Nghe ¢ vé khong gidng véi Philippe ma t6i bit.

“Vi chiia t& voi quyén uy bao trim cé trai dat. mdt so nguoi goi 6ng ta 1 Su Tur Jerusalem Gan day ngudi ciia t01da o ly do dé biét on Sur Tu, nyic du
nguoi Do Thai khong — va s& khong bao gio'— quén rat nhiéu sai Am cia Ong ta trong qua khir. Nhung Ariel da m Iyc dé chude 16i. Va phan quyét
thudc vé& Chiia.” Rabbi Loew can nhéc hra chon ciia minh va dua ra quyét dinh. “Hoang dé ding 1 ¢6 cho t6i xem mdt cudn sach nhur thé. Nhung hdi
oi, bé ha khong cho t6i nhicu thoi gian d€ nghién ctru no.”

“Bét ctr diéu gi ong co thé ké cho ching toi déu hitu ich ca,” Matthew n6i, sur kich dong ciia anh c6 thé nhin thay doc. anh nhoai ngudi toi trudc 6m iy

dAu gbi kéo sat vao 1ong ngue, y nhur Jack nf)i khi chiim chi Fing nghe nhitng cau chuyén ctia Pierre. Trong mdt thoang, t6i c6 thé trong thiy chong toi
nhu khi anh con 1a mit dira tré dang hoc nghé thg moc.

“Hoang dé Rudolf goi t6i téi cung dién vi hy vong t6i ¢6 thé doc vin ban d6. Nha  gia kim thudt, ngudi ma ho goi la Meshuggener Edward a ay, da iy nd
tir thur vién cta chi 6ng ta, mbt ngurdi anh tn John Dee.” Rabbi Loew tho dai va e dAu. “that khé hiéu tai sao Chia lai tao ra mdt Dee am hiéu nhung

ngde nghéch con Edward thi dbt nat nhung quy quyét.”

“Meshuggener Edward da ndi voi hoang dé rang cudn sach pé ndy chira nhitng bi mit vé su b;?it tir,” Loew tiép tuc. “Truong sinh l?ét tir i gidc mdng
ctia moi dan 6ng uy quyen. Nhung van ban nay duoc viét bang mot thir ngdn nglt khdng ai hi€u dugc, ngoai trir nha gia kim thuat ay.”

“Rudolf da cho triéu ngai vi nghil ring né 1d mdt dang ngdn ngit Do Thai ¢b xwa,” ti git dau noi.

“N6 ¢6 thé rét ¢ xura, nhung khong phéi 2 tiéng Do Théi 6. C6 ca nhitng birc tranh nita. Toi khong hicu ¥ nghila, nhung Edward noi ching | cac yéu
t0 gid kim thudt trong ty nhién. C6 1§ phan 161 gidi thich cho cac hinh anh d6.”

“Rabbi Loew, khi 6ng thiy nd, cac tir ngit c6 chuyén dong khong?”” Toi hoi, nghi lai nhimg dong chit toi timg thay bi gidu dudi cac birc hinh minh hoa vé
thuat gia kim.”

“Lam thé ndo ching ¢6 thé di chuyén dugc chir?”” Loew nhiu may. “Chiing chi 1 céc ky hiéu dugc viét bang mic trén trang gidy thi ma.”

“Véy i n6 chura bi pha v — van chura thi dting hon,” t6i nhe nhdm noi. “C6 ngudi ndo d6 da bo di vai trang trong séch trude khi t6i thdy nd & Oxford.
khong thé nao nhin ra nghia van ban vi cac tir ngir it chay dua xung quanh dé€ tim kiém anh chi em da mat ctia ching.”

“Ba n6i nghe nhur thé cubn sach dang sdng viy,” Rabbi Loew noi.

“Toi nghi thé déy,” t6i thi nhan. Matthew t6 vé ngac nhién. “T6i biét nghe ¢6 vé kho tin. Nhung khi t6i nh lai dém do6 va nhitng gi xay ra khi t6i cham

vao cudn sach, d6 1 cach duy nhét c6 thé miéu ta vé nd. Cudn sach nhin ra t6i. Theo mdt cach ndo dé no. .. dang dau dén, nhur thé nd da danh mét di
thir gi day rat trong yeu.”

“Dén tdc t0i c6 nhing cau chuyén vé céc cudn sach duoc viét trong lira sbng, ma tir gt trong do di chuyén va bén x0én lai chi gé nhirng ai duge Chia

lra chon moi ¢ the doc dugc chung,” Rabbi Loew lai dang kiém tra t6i. Toi nhén ra nhiing dau hi¢u mot ong thay dang danh d6 hoc trd ctia minh.

“Toi da nghe nhing cau chuyén Ay roi,” toi cham ri dap. “Ca nhitng truyén vé cac cudn sach bj mit khac nita — nhitg ban Moses d phé hity, cuén

sach ctia Adam trong d6 6ng ay da ghi lai tén that cua moi phan sang the.”

“Néu cudn sach ctia ba ciing quan trong nhur ching, thi ¢6 18 chinh 2 ¥ Chiia nén né van con bi an di.” Rabbi Loew mdt lin nira ngdi nga ra sau va cho

doi.

“Nhung khong phai n6 bi an di,” t6i ni. “Rudolfbiét n6 ¢ dau, cho dit ong ta khong thé doc duge no. Ai s& | ngudi ma dng chon dé giam ho mon do

quyén nang nhu thé: Matthew hay hoang de?”

“Ta biét nhidu ngudi dan 6ng khon ngoan s€ noi re'mg chon lya giita Gabriel ben Ariel va b¢ ha s€ chi la chuyén xac dinh xem ké nao it xAu xa hon trong

hai 4c quy ma thoi.”” sy chi1 y ctia Rabbi Loew chuyén sang Matthew. “May man la t6i khong bi gdp chung véi bon ho. Nhung t6i van khong thé giup ba

thém nira. T6i da thay cuon sach nay — nhung t61 khong bict vi tri hién gio cia nd.”

“Cubn sach thude so hitu ctia Rudolf— hoac t6i thidu 1a thé. Cho t6i khi dng xéc nhan diéu do, chiing t6i m6i chi ¢6 nhimg nghi ngd cua tién si Dee va

nhirng 161 cam doan cuia g dién Edward,” Matthew qua quyét noi.

“Nhitng keé dién c6 thé nguy hiém Fim ddy,” Rabbi Loew dura ra nhén xét. “Ong nén can than hon vai ké Ong treo ra ngoai cira s, Gabriel.”
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“Ong nghe vé chuyén d6 10i sa0?”” Matthew ngwong nging noi.

“Thj trAn nay dang don am Ién ring Meshuggener Edward bay quanh Mald Strana véi quy dit. Co ban t6i cho ring ong c6 dinh lfu v6i chuyén ndy.” Lan
nay giong Rabbi Loew pha chiit qué trach nhe nhang. “Gabriel 4, Gabriel. Cha 6ng s€ noi gi day?”

“Raing dang 1& t6i nén tha hiin xudng, tit nhién roi. Cha t6i #t kién nhdn vé6i cac sinh vét kiéu nhu Edward Kelley.”
“Y éng la nhitng g dién.”
“Y 6i I nhitng gi toi da néi, Maharal,” Matthew than nhién noi.

“Nguoi dan ong ma dng néi d& dang giét chét do, hovi oi, lai | ke duy nhat c6 thé gilip ong tim thy cudn séch ctia vo dng.” Rabbi Loew dirmg lai, lra ki
“Nhung 6ng c6 that sy muon biét nhitng bi mat cuia n6 khong? sy song va céi chét 1a nhiing trach nhiém rat 1n lao.”

“Can cr vao viée t6i [ ai, 6ng s& khong ngac nhién khi t6i quen thude voi nhitng ganh ning dac biét d6 chir.” Nu cuoi cia Matthew khdng mang chut
hai hude nao.

“C6 1. Nhung vo ng ciing c6 thé ganh vac ching u? khong phai lic nao ong cting cd thé & bén ba 4y, Gabriel. C6 nhitng ngudi s& chia s¢ hiéu biét ctia
ho véi mot phu thity nhung s€ khong lam diéu d6 voi 6ng.”

“Vay 14 c6 mit ngudi tao ra cac cau than chi & Thanh Do Thai,” toi néi. “T6i da ban khoan khi nghe n6i vé& nguoi dét sét kia.”

“Ong ta van dang doi ba tim dén. Than 6i, 6ng ta s& chi gap mdt ddng dao phi thity thoi. Ban ctia t6i so Pai Hoi Dong ctia Gabriel, va c6 Iy do chinh
déang,” Rabbi Loew giai thich.

“Toi rat mudn giip ong Ay, Rabbi Loew.” C6 rt it tho dét hiém hoi trén thé giéi ndy. Toi khong thé dé 1 co hoi dugce biét mdt nguoi.
Matthew durong nhu chdn dong, 10i phan dbi chire tudn trao.

“Chuyén nay rat quan trong, Matthew.” T6i dat tay minh Ién cénh tay anh. “Em da hira v6i Goody Alsop s& khong tho' o véi phin ndy trong con ngudi
emkhi chung ta & day.”

“mdt nguoi nén timthéy su tron ven trong hon nhén, Gabriel a, nhung khong nén trd thanh nha ti giam gitt nira kia ctia minh,” Rabbi Loew noi.

“Déy khong phai chuyén hon nhén cta ching ta hay chuyén em la mbt phu thiy.” Matthew 1én dimg Ién, khung nguoi cao 1on ctia anh lap ddy ca gian
phong. “mdt phu nit theo Co Boe gido ¢6 thé gip nguy hiém khi bi bat gip ¢ cing mbt ngudi dan ong Do Thai.” Khi t6i mo miéng dinh phan doi,
Matthew lién lac dau. “khong phai viem Viong ta ay. Em phai lam theo nhitng gi Rabbi Loew béo. anh khong mudn ong ta hay bat ¢t ai khac ¢ Thanh
Do Thai bi hai — khong phai vi loi ich clia chiing ta.”

“Em s& khong lam bt cir chuyén gi khién minh hay Rabbi Loew bi chi1 y,” toi hira.

“Thé thi di gip tho dét nay di. anh s& & Ungelt doi.”” Matthew hon nhe én mé 6i va bién mit trude khi anh ¢6 thé d6i y khac. Rabbi Loew nhay niit.
“Gabriel that qua nhanh nhen di voi mdt ngudi cao 16n nhur thé,” Rabbi ndi rdi dimg dy. “Ong 4y goi cho t6i nghi dén con hd ctia hoang dé.”

“Lii méo van nhin Matthew 1 ddng loai ctia ching mé,” t6i néi, nghi dén con méo Tabitha ctia di Sarah.

“Nhén ra minh da cudi mbt con thi hoang khong lam ¢6 lo ling nhi. Gabriel thit may mén trong viéc chon vo ddy.” Rabbi Loew cAmmdt chiéc 4o
choang den 1én va goi ngurdi hau bao chiing t6i chuan bi roi di.

Toi nghi chiing ti da roi khoi d6 theo mot huréng khéic, nhumg ciing khong chiic chéin vi toan b sw chi ¥ ciia t0i déu tip trung vao nhitng con phd it
gach tinh trom, d6 1 lan dau tién t6i trong thay ching ké tir khi trd vé qua khir nay. Toi héi Rabbi Loew ai la ngudi cung cap nhitng tién nghi khac
thuong nay.

“Herr Maisel tra tién cho ching, ctng v6i khu nha tim cong cong danh cho phu nit. Ong dy gitp hoang dé nhirng van dé tai chinh nho nh6 — nhur cude
chién than thanh ctia ngai chong lai ngudi Tho.”” Rabbi Loew tra 161 khi di vong qua mdt viing nude. Vao Iic ay toi trong thay mdt cai khuyén bang vang
dugc dinh Ién 16p vai nguc 4o Ong.

“D6 I céi gi thé?” Toi hoi, hit dau vé phia cai huy hiéu.

“N canh béo nhing ngudi Co Ddc thun thénh réng t0i i mdt ngurdi Do Thai.” Nét miit Rabbi Loew cau lai. “Tir JAu t6i da tin rang ngay cé ké ngu dan
nhat cting hién nhién nhén ra, cho du c6 hay khong c6 cai huy hiéu nay. Nhung cac nha cam quyen khang khing rang ¢6 thé c6 sy nghi ngo.” Giong
Rabbi Loew tring xudng. “Du sao van con thich hon cai mii ma nhitng nguoi Do Thai tirng bude phai d6i. Mau vang twoi nhur mieng phd mat ay. Moi khi
dén chg, ctr phai co phdt 1ornod di.”

“D6 ciing s I diéu con ngudi im véi t6i va Matthew néu biét ching t6i séng gitta bon ho.” Téi ring minh. “Ddi khi nén gidu minh di thi tt hon.”
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“khong phai d6 1a diéu Dai Hoi Dong ctia Gabriel am sao? Gidu kin céc vi?”

“Néu thé thi ho dang lam c6ng viée nay rat kém ddy,” t6i vira ndi vira cudi. “Frau Huber nghi c6 ma s6i dang rinh md quanh Stag Moat. Hang x6m ctia
ngai ¢ Praha thi tin rang Edward Kelley c6 thé bay. Loai nguoi thi dang san ling phu thity ¢ Dirc va Scotland. Con Elizabeth ctia nu6e anh va Rudolf cia
nuée Ao thi biét tit ca vé ching t6i. Toi nghii chiing t6i nén mirng vi van con c6 mot vai vi vua va nit hoang khong phan dbi ching ti.”

“Khoan dung thoi khong du. Trong mdt khoang thoi gian, ngudi Do Thai khong bi phén ddi & Praha, nhung tish hudng nity c6 thé thay doi trong chép
nhoang. R6i chiing t6i s& nhan ra minh dang ¢ ngoai ving thon qué, chét doi gitra troi tuyt lanh.” Rabbi Loew 1& vao mbt con hém va bude vao mot ngdi
nha giong nhur bao ngdi nha khic ma chiing t6i da di qua. Bén trong, hai nguroi dan 6ng ngdi trude mot chiéc ban dé day nhitng dung cu toan hoc, sach,
nén va gidy to.

12

“Thién van hoc s€ cung cap mdt nén tang chung cho Thién Chiia gido!” mot ngudi dan 6ng ndi I6n bang tiéng Dire, day mot manh gidy vé phia ngudi
dong su. Ong ta khoang nam muroi, b rdu day mau nudi tiéu va hai canh xurong long may ning né che di d6i niit. Po6i bo vai khong xudng thanh tit nhur
hau hét cac hoc gia.

“Du 161, David!” Nguoi kia bing nd. “C6 18 mdt nén tang chung khong phai I ménh dét hira hen ching ta hy vong dau.”

“Abraham, phu nhan day mu6n dugc n6i chuyén véi ong,” Rabbi Loew Ién tiéng, cit ngang cude ddu khau ciia ho.

“Tat ca phu nit & Praha déu héo hirc muén gip Abraham.” Vi hoc gia Davida dimg ddy. “Lan ndy | con gai nha ai mu6n bua yéu ha?”

“Cha c6 4y khong quan tAm t6i 6ng dau ma 1 chong ¢b Ay co. Day 1 Frau Roydon, vo clia mdt ngudi anh.”

“La nguoi hoang dé goi la La Diosa u?” David cuoi 10 vd 1én vai Abraham “Vén may ctia 6ng da c6 budc ngodt r01, ban cta t6i oi. Ong da bi ket giita
mdt vi vua, mdt nit thin, va mdt nachzehrer.” Tiéng Prrc han hep ctia toi ngd ngy cai tir la ndy ¢ nghia “%n ngiu nghién c4i chét.”

Abraham n6i gi d6 thure thé 16 bang tiéng Do Théi cd, nhung ve it khong tan thanh ctia Rabbi Loew khong biéu 16 d4u hiéu ndo, 1di cudi ciing 6ng ta
quay sang d6i dién t6i. Ong va 61 nhin nhau, phu thiy d6i mit v6i phi thity, nhung khong ai trong ching t6i ¢6 thé chiu dung duoc lu. Toi quay di hoi
tho gap, con Ong ta nhan may va anngontay 1én mi mét. Da t6i dang rAm ran nhoi nhéi khdp noi, khong chi ¢ noi 4nh miit 6ng ta nhin dén. Va bau khong
khi giira ching t6i 1 ca mdt khdi miu sic khac nhau sang ruc.

“Ba Ay c6 phai i ngudi 6ng dang doi khong, Abraham ben Elijah?”” Rabbi Loew hoi.

“Diing ba 4y,” Abraham vira ndi vira xoay ngudi khoi toi, roi dit hai nim tay én ban. “Tuy nhién, cac gidc mo khong ni cho toi biét ba Ay 1 vo cia mot
aluka.”

“Alukah?”” T6i nhin Rabbi Loew tim kiém mdt 1 giai thich. Néu tir nay 1 tiéng Dirc thi t6i khong thé inh hoi duoc né.

“mot ké hit mau. D6 1 cach ngudi Do Théi ching toi goi nhitng sinh vat gidng nhur chong ba,” dng Ay dap. “Vi nhitng gi déng gid, Abraham, Grabiel
dong y cudc gip miit nay.”

“Ong nghi t6i tin turdng 101 n6i ctia con quéi vat da két an ngudi ciia t6i tir chiée ghé ctia hén trén Qahal trong khi mét nhim mét mo cho qua v6i nhitng ké
da giet hai ho u?” Abraham gao kn.

T6i mudn phan ddi ring day khong phai la Gabriel d6 — khong phai cing 12 Matthew d6 — nhung kip dimg lai duoc. Diéu t6i ndi ¢6 thé khién mdi nguoi
trong can phong ndy bi giét chét trong vong sau théang khi Matthew thé ky murdi sau quay tr6 lai ding vi tri ctia anh ta.

“T6i khong c6 mit & ddy vi chong t6i hay vi Pai Hoi Ddng,” t6i ni, bude vé phia trude. “Toi & day 1 vi chinh ban than minh.”
“Tai sa0?”” Abraham hoi.
“Boi vi, t6i ciing 1d mdt ngudi tao ra thin chi. Va ching ta khong con lai miy ngudi dau.”

“Con ¢6 nhiéu hon co; trude khi Qahal — Dai Hoi Dong — thiét Ip sy cai trj ctia ching ™ Abraham ndi, giong khiéu khich. “La y Chiia, ching ta s& song
dé thay bon tré dugc sinh ra voi nhitng tai ning nay.”

“n6i toi bon tré, ngudi dat sét ctia dng dau roi?” Toi hoi
David cu6i ha ha. “Me Abraham. Gia dinh ctia 6ng & Chelm s€ noi gi day?”

“Ho s& n6i t6i da két ban véi mot con hira khong c6 gi trong du ngoai trir mAy ngdi sao va nhitng dammé hrdi biéng, Davia Gans!” Abraham ndi, mt
dé bung,
Rong Itra ctia 61, von wrong budng kho bao nhiéu ngiy nay, gim kén song ddy véi tit ca dang vé hén ho. Trude khi toi kip ngin ¢d nang, n6 da thoat ra
tu do roi. Rabbi Loew va ban ctia 6ng ta thd hat ra trude canh twong nay.
“Thinh thoang né lai thé nay ddy. khong c6 gi phéi lo Fing dau.” Giong t6i chuyén tir vé 4y ndy sang himg khoi khi khién trach con vét tity thin ngd ngwoc
ctia minh. “Xudng khoi do ngay!”
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Nhéc r@)ng lira bam chat Ién turong va rit 1én voi t61. Lop vita trat trong von khong c6 nhiém vu chdng chiu mot sinh vt ¢6 canh xoe rong bang muroi ban
chan thé nay. mot mang lon vita roi xudng, va c6 nang kéu ré Ién hot hoang. Cai dudi vung ra niu vao bire tuong lién ke. Nhoc rong lira ric kn déc
thang,

“Néu nguoi khong thoi ngay, ta s& bao Gallowglass dat cho nguoi mot cai tén that quy quai ddy,” t6i can nhan. “C6 ai trong thiy day budc cia no.
khong‘7 Trong gidng mot soi xich ménh nhe nhur sa dy.” Toi tim kiém doc theo dudng vién chan tuong va tim thiy n6 dang sau mot cai gid dung moi Itra,
van con noi hen Vi to1. “Al trong cac vi co the cam gitp cai thong long nay mot phiit trong khi t6i bét n6 lai khong?”” Toi quay ra, hai ban tay diy nhing
duong két ndi trong md. Pam dan 6ng da mit dang,

“Dién hinh thét,” toi lu bau. “Ba ngudi dan ong trurong thinh va mdt phy nit, dodn xem ai bi ket lai v6i con rong nao?”’

Hai chén niing né di qua san nha bang gb. Toi nghiéng ngudi dé nhin qua canh cira. mot sinh vét nho tho vira xdm vira do niic trang phuc t6i mau va
chiéc mii cap mau den ddi trén chiec dau hdi dang nhin trirg trirng vao con rong kira ctia toi.

“khong, Yosef” Abraham dimg giita toi va sinh vat Kia, hai ban tay gio n nhu thé ong dang 6 dura ra 1y do voi no. Nhung tén ngudi dét sét — vi day
h§1n chinh 1a sjnh vat huyén thoai dugc tao hinh dang tir bun dat ctia Moldau va dua sinh khi vao bang mdt cau than chil— van tiép tuc di chuyén doi chan
vé phia con rong ltra.

“Yosef bi con rong ciia phi thity nay mé hoc rdi,” David néi.

“T6i tin thiing nguoi dit sét niy ciing thich my ¢6 nang xinh dep gidng ngudi tao ra nd,” Rabbi Loew n6i. “Nhiing gi tdi doc duogc cho thiy vét tiy than
ctia mdt phti thury thuong c6 mdt vai tinh cach nao d6 giong chii nhan.”

“Nguoi dat sét nay 1 vat tly thin ctia Abraham sao?” T6i choang vang,

“Diing thé. N6 khong xuét hign khi t6i im ra cau than cha dau tién. Toi da bét dau nghif minh khong 6 vét tly than néo ca.” Abraham phat tay vé phia
Yosef, nhung nguoi dat sét kia van nhin cham cham khong chép mat vao nang rong lira dang bo trén tuong, Nhur thé biét minh c6 mot ké ngudng md,
nang rong lira viron d6i canh dé 1op da mong do bat Iy anh sang,

Toi gio 1én soi xich. “hén khong c6 thir g nhur thé nay 427

“Céi xich d6 ¢6 vé ching gitip ba duoc nhidu,” Abraham nhn xét.

“T6i ¢6 rat nhiéu diéu phai hoc!” T6i phan nd dép. “Con rong hira xuat hién khi t6i dét cau thén chi dau tién ctia minh. Ong d4 tao ra Yosef thé nao?”
Abraham 16i ra mt nim soi thimg tho tir trong i 4o. “Béng miy soi thimg nhur thé nay.”

“T6i ciing c6 nhitng soi thimg nho.” Toi tho tay vao chiée sic tay nim 4n trong tiii vay dé tim nhimg soi Iya ctia minh.

“Céc mau sic gifp ba tach roi nhitng si to ciia thé gidi nay ra va sir dung ching hiéu qua hon 42" Abraham bude vé phia t6i, t6 vé himg thi voi su bién
d06i trong cong viéc dét than chi nay.

“Drng thé. Mdi mau sic co mot y nghia, va dé tao ra mdt cau than chu moi, t6i ding nhing soi thimg nho nay dé tap trung vao mdt cau hoi cu thé.” Toi
ling tiing nhin thing ngurdi dat sét. N6 van dang nhin chong choc nang rong lira. “Nhung Iam cach ndo 6ng bién tir nhitng soi thirng thanh mbt sinh vat
duoc?”

“mdt nguroi phy nik dén hoi xin t0i mot cAu thin chi mGi gitip ba ta thy thai. Toi bat dau am céc nit théit trén soi thimg trong khi cAn nhiic 161 d& nghi cta
ba ta va két thiic voi mdt thir trong gidng nhur b xwong dén dng” Abraham di t6i ban im viéc, cim lén minh gidy ctia David, va bét chép nhing oi
phan ddi ctia ban minh, 6ng ta phac hoa ra hinh &nh 6ng ta muon noi.

“Trong giong mot thing nguwoi ti hon,” t0i noi, nhin vao bén v& ctia dng ta. Chin nit thét dwoc nbi bang nhimg duong dy thimg théing tap: mdt nit im
dau, mot nit 1am tim, hai nit 1am ban tay, mdt nit that khac lam xwong chiu, hai nit nita lam dau goi, va hai mit cudi cling lam ban chan.

“Toi tron dat sét voi mot it méu ctia minh va trat nd 1én déy thimg giéng nhur da thit. Sang hom sau Yosef dd ngdi bén canh 1 swdi roi.”

“Ong da bién dét sét thanh sw séng,” t6i ndi, nhin sang thing nguoi dat sét dang bi im cho mé méin. Abraham gat dau. “mot bua chia voi céi tén bi mit
ctia Chiia ¢ trong miéng Yosef. Chirg ndo né con & d6, Yosefcon di lai va vang theo ménh kénh ctia t6i. Hau nhur 1 thé.”

“Yosef'khong c6 kha n{ing tu chy,” Rabbi Loew giai thiqh “Thédi su séng vao dat sét va mau rdt cude ciing khong dem dn linh hdn cho mdt sinh vat. Vi
vay Abraham khong thé dé nguoi dat sét roi khoi tam mat vi so Yosef's€ gy hai.”

“T6i da quén iy bua than chi ra khoi miéng n6 vao mdt hom thir Sau khi dén gidr cau nguyén,” Abraham ngrrong nging thi nhan. “khong c6 ai bao no

phai lam gi nén Yosef di lang thang khap Thanh Do Thai va lam dam hang xém Thién Chua gido sg chét khiep. Gid thi nguroi Do Thai nghi nue dich ctia

Yosefla bao v¢ ching t6i.”

“Céng viée ctia mot ngudi me khong bao gior hét ca,” t6i mim cudi lim bam néi. “néi t6i thir. . .” Rong lira ctia t6i da chim vao gidc ngli va khe kha ngay,

mA c6 nang gobi Ién vita turong, that khé khang dé khong lamno kho chiu, t6i kéo sgi xich cho t6i khi nd tha may cai mong bam chat vao tuong ra. ¢6
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nang ngai ngil dap dap doi canh, rdi dan trd nén trong sudt nhur mot an khoi, tir tir tan vao hu khong khi nhap trd lai co thé toi.
“Toi wéc gi Yosef ciing c6 thé lam thé,” Abraham néi mot cach ghen ty,

“Con t6i thi wdc gi co thé giir cho c6 ning im king bang cach Ay di mjt mau gidy tir dudi ludi né!” Toi dap tra.

May gidy sau toi cam thdy mdt cam gidc lanh [8o trén lung minh.

“Ai day?” mdt giong n6i khan khan cét lén.

K¢é mdi t6i trong co vé khong cao 16n hay dang so — nhung hén 12 mdt ma ca rong, voi doi mit xanh lam dat trén mot khu6n mit dai tai nhot bén dudi
mai tdc sam mau. Co thir gi d6 day vé uy quyen trong cach han nhin t6i, va theo ban nang t61 budc tranh xa han.

“khong c6 gi lam 6ng ban tam dau, Herr Fuchs,” Abraham xang giong.

“khong can phai cu xir té thé dau, Abraham” sw chi ¥ ciia Rabbi Loew chuyén sang tén ma ca rong, “Déy ki Frau Roydon, Herr Fuchs. Ba 4y tir Mala
Strana dén tham Thanh Do Thai.”

Ma ca rong nhin dan vao t6i, hai canh miii phap phong y nhur Matthew khi anh nhan thiy mdt mii hirong méi. Mi mit hén lim dim khép lai. Toi lai budc
ra xa thém mot budc.

“Tai sao 6ng lai & ddy, Herr Fuchs? T6i da ndi 1 s& gip 6ng bén ngoai hoi dao Do Théi kia ma,” Abraham néi lién mot hoi rd rang,

“Ong dén mudn.” D6i mét xanh ctia Herr Fuchs md choang ra, va hén cudi véi ti. “Nhung i t6i biét tai sao 6ng bi cm chan rdi, t6i khong dé tim nira
dau.”

“Herr Fuchs tir Phdn Lan dén thim, 6ng 4y va Abraham quen nhau & do,” Rabbi Loew néi, hoan thanh viéc giéi thiéu.

C6 ai d6 & dudi dwong chao vong lai. “Herr Maisel ddy rdi,” Abraham néi. Giong ong ta nghe c¢6 vé nhe nhdm, gidng nhur ti ic ndy.

Herr Maisel, nguoi cung cap nhirng con duong lat da va lam day thém ngan sach phong th dé qubc, khoe khoang sur phat dat ctia 6ng ta tir bo do cit
may bang len khong ché vao dau duoc, chiée 4o choang khong tay vién long, va chiée khuyén tron mau vang sang bong tuyén b ong ta | mot ngudi Do
Thai. Thir cudi ciing dinh véi chiée 40 choang bing mdt soi ddy bang vang, khién nd tréng gidng mbt cai huy hiéu quy toc hon i mot déu hiéu dé phan
biét.

“Ong day 16i, Herr Fuchs.” Herr Maisel dura cho gi ma ca rong mdt chiéc t0i nho. “Téi ¢6 mon trang strc clia 6ng roi.” Maisel cti dau chao Rabbi Loew
va toi. “Frau Roydon.”

Ga mm ca rong d6n cai tii va iy ra mot soi ddy chuyén ning clng méit day chuyén. Toi khong thé trong thiy 16 rang thiét ké cta né, mic dit I6p men phi
bén ngoai mau d6 va xanh Ia cay that tho rap. Ga ma ca rong nhéch mdi khoe ham rang,

“Camon, Herr Maisel.” Fuchs gio én m6n trang sirc, cac sic mau bt dnh sang. “Soi ddy chuyén nay biéu thi cho 1i thé cua t6i s€ tan sat nhitng con
1ong, bét cir noi d4u ching duoc tim thiy. Toi d4 quén khong mang né. Dao néy, thinh phd day riy nhitg sinh vat nguy hiém”

Herr Maisel khit miii. “khong con binh thudng nira 101, Hay dé cho céc chinh tri gia cta thanh phd dugc yén, Herr Fuchs. s& t6t hon cho tat ca ching ta
néu ngai lamthe. Ba da san sang gip chong minh chua, Frau Roydon? Ong ay khong phai la nguoi dan ong kién nhan nhat dav.”

“Herr Maisel s¢ trong chimg ba an toan t6i Ungelt,” Rabbi Loew hira. Ong chia théng mdt cai nhin sdu hodm vao Herr Fuchs. “Hay tién Diana t6i phd,
Abraham Ong s€ ¢ lai day cing vdi t6i, Herr Fuchs, va hily ké cho t6i nghe vé Phan Lan ndo.”

“Camon, Rabbi Loew.” T61 nhiin géi chao tambiét.

“that vinh hanh, Frau Roydon.” Rabbi Loew nglmg mot chit. “Va néu ¢ thoi gian, b c6 thé ngim lai nhitng diéu ti d ndi lic trude. khong ai trong
ching ta c6 the tron tranh mai mai ca.”

“khong dau.” Can cr vao ndi kinh hoang ma ngurdi Do Thai ¢ Praha s& chimg kién sudt nhidu thé ky tiép theo, t0i uéc gi ong dy da sai. Gét dau chao
Herr Fuchs lan cudi, t6i roi khoi ngdi nha voi Herr Maisel va Abraham

“Cho mot chut, Herr Maisel,” Abraham néi khi ching t6i da ra khéi ngdi nha.

“Nhanh n déy, Abraham,”” Herr Maisel noi, rut lui cach xa vai mét.

“T6i hiéu 1 ba dang tim kiém mdt thir & Praha, Frau Roydon. mot cudn sach.”

“Lam sao 6ng biét duge?” Toi cam thdy mdt tiéng thi thAm canh gidc.

“Hau hét ph thity trong thanh phd nay déu biét n6, nhung toi c6 thé thdy ba c6 mdi lién hé véi né nhur thé ndo. Cudn sach duge canh giir cAn mit, va vii

Iue khong thé giai thoat n6.” Guong it Abraham nghiém nghi. “Cudn sach phéi dén v6i ba, hoac khong, ba s& mét n6 i mai.”
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“N6 1a mdt quyén sach, Abraham Trir phiné moc chén, con khong ching t6i s& phai vao cung dién ctia Rudolfva tim kiém no.”

“T6i biét minh thiy diéu gi,”” Abraham budng binh néi. “Cudn sach s& dén v6i ba, néu ba yéu cau nd. Pimg quén.”

“To6i s& khong quén,” toi hira. Herr Maisel nhin chiim chép vé phia ching toi. “T6i phai di réi. Cam on ong vi da gip t6i va gii thiéu t6i v6i Yosef”
“Céu Chuia che chd cho ba, Diana Roydon,” Abraham long trong ndi, gwong mit trang nghiém. ***

Herr Maisel h tong t6i mdt doan ngn tir Thanh Do Thai t6i Thanh C6. Quang trrdng rong rii gio tu hop day nhirg nguoi | nguoi. Hai toa thap doi
Quy Ba Tyn nhd [én bén phia tay trdi, trong khi nhitng duong nét 1o mo ctia Town Hall nép minh phia bén phai.

“Néu khong phai gap Herr Roydon, ching ta s& dung lai ngim dong ho diém gid,” Herr Maisel ndi vé hi tiéc. “Ba phai doi ong iy dua qua d6 trén
duong téi cau nhé. Moi du khach dén thim Praha déu nén

xemno.”
Tai Ungelt, cac thirong nhan ngoai qudc mua ban dudi nhitng cip mit canh chimg ctia nhan vién hi quan, ho nhin Maisel voi thai d¢ thi dich 16 iéu.

“Vg dng day, Herr Roydon. Toi dam béo ba &y da nhén biét duoc tit ca cac cira higu tt nhit trén dudng dén gip ong roi. Ba dy s& khong gip bét clr
rac roi nao & Praha nay khi chdm lo doi song sinh hoat trong nha 6ng dau.” Maisel cuoi twoi réi voi Matthew.

“Cam on, Herr Maisel. T6i rit biét on su tro giip ctia ong va chiic chiin bé ha ciing s& biét duoc long t6t nay.”

“Do6 Ia cong vi€e cla t(*)i‘rrﬁ, Herr Roydon, chim lq su phc‘f)n thinh cho thin dan cta dtrc bé ha. Yé di nhi?;n dé cling a m(f)rt vinh hanh,” 6ng ta noi. “T6i
da ty cho minh dac quyen thué ngwra phuc vu chuyén tr vé cua cac vi. Ching dang doi cac vi gan thap dong ho thanh pho.” Maisel khé cham vao canh
mili va nhay mét mdt cach bi hiém.

“Ong that chu toan, Herr Maisel,” Matthew lam bam.

“Phai ¢ nguoi lam thé cht, Herr Roydon,” Maisel dép lai.

Quay tro vé Ba Con Qua, t6i dang ci 4o choang thi cau nhoc tam tudi va mot cai gié bay thinh finh dung tring chan t6i. Cai gié di kém véi mot cai hudi
song dong mau hong va mdt cai miii den xi lanh cong,

“Gi thé nay?”” Matthew rong Ién, git t6i dimg vitng dé t6i c6 thé xac dinh can cam ciia chiéc gié lau.

“Tén né Ia Lobero. Gallowglass n6i sau niy n6 s& thanh mdt con thi to 1on voi yén curong vira vin va ddy xich. Annie ciing thich mé. Chi dy néin6 s
ngu cung chi ay, nhung chau nghi chiing chau nén chia sé. Ong ba nghi sao?”” Jack nhdy nhot hao hirng noi.

“Céi gié lau nha nh6 bé nay dén voi ching ta kém theo mot o gidy nhéin,” Gallowglass vira ndi vira day ngudi ra khoi khung cira dang dura, sai budc vé
phia Matthew dé dua 161 nhan.

“Ta c6 can hoi xem ai da giri sinh vat nay dén khong?” Matthew ndi, chop Iy tor gidy.

“0, chéu khong nghi viy du,” Gallowglass noi. Mt anh ta nheo lai thanh dwong ké chi. “Chuyén gi dai xay ra khi hai nguoi & ngoai thé? Trong ¢ nhu
sap chét dén noi vay.”

“Chi mét thoi ma,” t5i n6i kémmot cdi vay tay nhé nhe. Cai gié lau nha ¢6 ca rang lAn udi, va nd cin ngon tay i khi chiing di ngang qua c4i miéng-
chura-duge-kham-phé ctia n6. “Oi! Dau qua!”

“Chuyén niy phéi dimg lai ngay.” Matthew vo t& gidy nhén trong tay va quing n6 xudng san. Céi gié lau ngoam ngay iy n6 kém theo mot tiéng sta sung
sudng,

“Loi nhdn d6 ndi gi thé?”” Toi biét kha chéc chin ai da giri chii chd con nay dén.

“Ich bin Lobero. Ich will euch aus den Schatten der Nacht zu schiitzen,” Matthew thing thimg noi.

Toi thot Ién mdt tiéng non nong. “Tai sao 6ng ta van ctr viét cho em bang tiéng Prrc nhi? Rudolf biét em khong hiéu miy ma.”
“Bé ha thich anh dich 16i to tinh ctia 6ng ta iy ma.”

“0.” T6i nglmg mot chitt. “Loi nhén n6i gl vay anh?”

“T6i Ia Lobero. Toi mudn bao vé ba khoi bong dém.”

“Con “Lobero’ c6 nghiia a gi?”” Rat nhiéu tudn tring trude ddy, c6 1n Ysabeau da day t6i ring nhitng cai tén rit quan trong,
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“Trong tiéng Ty Ban Nha, n6 ¢6 nghia la “Tho San Sor’, ¢6 a.” Gallowglass nhéc cai gic lau lén. “Cai nti bong nay la mot con ché bao vé Hungary.
Lobero 16n Ién s& rat to, co thé ha cd mit con gau day. Ching bao vé rat dit ddi — nhat Ia vé dém.”

“mdt con ghu co 4! Khi ching ta mang nd tré vé London, chéu s& thiit mdt céi ruy bang quanh ¢d n6 va mang dén chd thi ch6 tréu giu dé n6 ¢6 thé hoc
duoc cach chien dau,” Jack néi voi vé phan kich ctia mot dira bé. “Lobero la mdt cai tén ding cam, ngai c6 nghi thé khong? Ong Shakespeare s€ muon
dung tén nay trong vo kich ké ti€p ctia 6ng ay cho xem.”” Jack ngo ngudy may ngdn tay nhir chit chd con, con Gallowglass thi gitip dat khoi 1ng trang tinh
dang oan oai vao vong tay cdu nhoc.

“Annie! Lan t6i em s& cho Lobero an!” Jack chay hét tc Iuc 1én cau thang, gitr chii ché kep chét di trong vong tay.

“Chdu s& mang ching di vai gio nhé?” Gallowglass hoi sau khi trong thiy gwong miit nbi giong bio clia Matthew.

“Nha ctia Baldwin tréng khong ha?”

“khéng con nguoi thué nao trong o6 ca, néu do 1 diéu chi mudn néi.”

“Mang moi nguoi di.”” Matthew nhéc 4o choang khoi vai toi.

“Ca Lobero a?”

“Pric biét 1a Lobero.”

Jack lié'n‘thoéng nhur con chim ac Bm miéng subt ca bira i, gy chién voi Annie va xoay sO dé tudn nf)t,mié'ng d6 an cho Lobero ,bé.ng dumoi cach.
Quay cuéng gitra [ tré va con chc'), khién t61 quép bang di thuc t€ 1a Matj;hew van dapg xem x¢ét lai cac ke hoach cta anh ca budi t61. mot n‘ﬁt, anhla
dong vat bay dan nén c6 di€u gi day trong anh rat hu’ong thu viéc cd nhiéu silqh V?lt song d€ cham lo. Mat khac, anh lai 1a mot da tha san moi va ti co
mot cdm giac khdng thodi mai khi toi chinh 1 con mdi toi nay. D3 thi sin mdi thang, Ngay ca Tereza va Karolina cling khong dugce phép o lai.

“Sao anh lai dudi tat ca di thé?” Ching t6i van ngdi canh bép 16 trong nha chinh, phong ting mdt, noi miii thom d& chiu ciia bita t6i con day dp khong khi.
“Chuyén gi xay ra chiéu nay vay?” anh hoi.

“Tré 101 cau héi cia em trude di”

“Dmg c6 ép anh. khong phéi ti nay,” Matthew canh céo.

“anh nghi ngay hdm nay ctia em d& chiu Eim 42" khong khi giita ching t6i dang lach tach phéng ra nhimg soi méu xanh va den, trong nhu bao diém go va
c6 cam giac t¢ hon.

“khong,” Matthew truot chiéc ghé banh ctia anh ra sau. “Nhung em dang gidu anh chuyén gi d6, Diana. Chuyén gi da xay ra voi phi thity kia thé?”
T6i nhin anh cham cham
“anh dang doi ddy.”

“anh c6 thé doi cho t6i khi dia nguc déng biing, Matthew a, bdi vi em khong phéi ngwoi héu ciia anh. Em da hoi anh mdt cdu héi.” Cac si to chuyén
thanh do tia va bat dau xoan lai van veo.

“anh dudi bon ho di vi khong mubn ho chimg kién bubi ndi chuyén ndy. Gios thi chuyén gi da xay ra?”” Miii dinh hurong dang toa ra nghet tho.
“Emda gap ngudi dat sét. Va nguoi tao ra nd, mot thy dét Do Thai tén Abraham Ong Ay ciing c6 quyén ning tao ra sinh khi.”
“anh d4 bao v6i em rdi, anh khong thich khi em choi dua v6i sy sdng va céi chét.” Matthew tur rot thém ruou cho minh.

“anh lic ndo ciing choi dia voi chiing thi c6, va em chip nhan diéu d6 nhu mdt phin ctia con ngudi anh. anh ciing s& phai chdp nhin n6 B mbt phan cia

em

“Con tay Abrahamndy. hin [ ai?”” Matthew hoi.

“Chtia 0i, Matthew. anh khong thé ghen tudng boi viem d gip mot tho dét khac.”

“Ghen tudng u? anh da qua lau rdi cai cam xiic mau nong kiéu d6.” anh née mdt ngum rugu day.

“Tai sao budi chiéu nay lai khac véi moi ngdy chiing ta tich riéng ra trong khi anh ra ngoai im viéc cho Pai Hoi Pong va cha anh ha?”

“N6 khac boi vi anh ¢6 thé ngiri thiy mili timg ngwoi em da tiép xic hémnay. Chi viée em luén mang mii ctia Annie va Jack ciing da di t& roi.

Gallowglass va Pierre co gang khong cham vao em, nhung cling chang giip duge may — bon ho ¢ quanh em qua nhiéu. Sau d6 chiing ta con ¢ thém mii

cua Maharal, Herr Maisel, va cudi cing la hai nguoi dan 6ng khac. Mui huong duy nhat anh ¢6 the chiu duoc khi n tron lan véi mii ctia em a mii cta

chinh anh, nhung anh khong thé nhot em vao 10ng cho nén anh danh cam chiu dén hét mirc ¢6 thé.” Matthew dat coc xuong va dirng bat dy co gang
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mudn tang thém chit khoang cach giira hai ching toi.
“Cai d6 nghe nhu ghen tudng vay.”

“khong phai. anh c6 thé xir Iy cam giac ghen tudng,” anh gidn dir noi. “Cai anh dang cam thay Itic nay — thir cam gidc mat mat va sy cuong nd giay vo
kinh khing ndy 1 boi vi anh khong thé ndm duoc mdt 4n turong 16 rang vé em trong cude séng hdn loan ctia ching ta — né vurot qua tim kiém soét ctia
anh.” P6i dong tir trong mit anh cang ngy cang 1on hon.

“Vianh 1 mdt ma ca rong, anh ¢6 tish chiém hitu. D6 chinh 1 anh,” t6i néi thé.ng thimg, tién dén gan bat chap con gian dir ctia anh. “Con em ki mdt phi
thay. anh da hira chap nhan em nhu chinh con ngudi em— dnh sang va bong 6, phu nit va phi thiy, con ngudi clia em dong thoi ciing 14 vo anh.” s& ra
sao néu anh 4y da d6i y? s ra sao néu anh 4y khong sin long don nhén sy khon hrong kiéu nay trong cude sdng ciia anh?

“anh d4 chdp nhin em rdi.” Matthew dudi tay dé mdt ngon tay diu dang cham vao mé toi.

“khong, Matthew. anh khoan dung v6i em vi anh nght ring c6 mdt ngy em s& kiém sodt dugc phép thuat cta minh. Rabbi Loew da canh cdo em ring
sur khoan dung c6 the bi thu lai, va r0i anh s& ngudi lanh dan. Phép thuat cua em khdng phai [a thir gi d6 c6 thé dicu khién quan Iy dugce. N6 chinh a em
Con em thi s&€ khong gidu giem ban than minh trude anh. D6 khong phai la tinh yéu.”

“Puge rdi. khong con gi gidu giém nira.”

“Tbt.” Toi thor dai nhe nhdm, nhung khong kéo dai duoc lu.

Matthew 161 t6i ra khoi ghé va ép t0i vao tudng trong mot chuyén dong durt khoat manh mg, bp dui anh len vao gitra hai dti ti. anh kéo mot lon toc
quin ra dé n6 xda bénma va ri xubng ngure tHi. Van khong budng t6i ra, anh cui dAu 4p mdi anh 1én vién 40 16t cia toi. Toi ring minh. d3 Jau rdi anh moi
hon 61 6 do, va doi song tinh duc ctia ching ti thure t& da khong ton tai ké tir an xay thai. D6i mbi Matthew mon trén quai ham toi, krét qua mach méu
6 co.

Toi tom Ky toc anh va kéo dau anh ra. “Bimg, Trir phi anh dy dinh hoan thnh nhitng gi anh bt dau. Em da c6 da nhig ny hon tiéc nudi cho ca phan
doi con lai r6i.”

Bing vai chuyén dong nhanh chong mit, Matthew da théo duoc day bude chiéc uné?m chén cta anh, vén chén vay Ién thanh déng quanh eo t6i, va dam
sau vao trong toi. khong phai lan dau tién ti bi ap vao turong boi mdt ké dang co gang lang quén nhitng réc r6i ctia minh vi may khoanh khac quy gia. Co

Vi 1An t6i thim chi chinh 14 ké cha dong xam luge nita co ma.

“Lan nay 1 vi em va anh — khong gi khic nita. khong c6 bon tré. khong ca cubn sach chét tiét kia. khong hoang dé va nhitng mén qua ctia ong ta. Dém
nay mii hirong trong can nha nay chi thude vé ching ta.”

Hai tay Matthew siét iy mong i, c4c ngén tay anh dang gitt cho t6i khoi bi bam tim khi anh dam sau ddy manh nguoi toi vé phia bire tudng. Toi tom
ly ¢b 40 so mi ctia anh va kéo mét anh v& phia minh, ngiu nghién tan hudng huong vi clia anh. Nhung Matthew ciing khong nguyén y dé t6i kiém soat
ny hon nay ciing nhu chuyén m tinh ciia ching t6i. Bd mdi anh manh mé va doi hoi, khi t6i gan Iy ¢6 doi chiém wu thé, anh bén ting t6i mot ¢l can canh
40 vao moi duoi.

“Oi, Chiia 01, t61 hon hén thdt 1én khi nhip diéu déu dén ciia anh day than tri 61 mé méin budng tha. “Oi...”

“Démnay anh thim chi s& khong chia s¢ em voi Ong Ta dau.” Matthew ding mdi minh bit di tiéng rén ri ctia toi. mdt ban tay van 6m siét mong toi, ban
tay kia nhin siu vio giita hai chan toi.

“Ai ¢6 dugc tréi tim em, Diana?” Matthew hoi, nhitng mon trén vudt ve dén tir ngdn tay cai ctia anh de doa cudp di ca su tinh tdo cta toi. anh chuyén
dong, lai chuyén dong. Pgi cho cau tra 101 clia toi. “ndi di,” anh gam én.

“anh biét cau tra 1oi m,” t6i néi. “anh ¢6 trai timem.”
“Chi minh anh,” anh n6i, chuyén dong thém lan nira khién cho xtic cam niinh liét cudn xodn trong ca hai tim thiy sur giai phong cudi cing.
“Duy nhét. . . méii méi. ... |a anh,” t6i tho' gip, hai chén run rdy vong quanh hong anh. Téi truot chin dap xubng san nha.

Matthew thé ning nhoc, anh 4p tran Ién tran t6i. D6i mét anh hién lén mdt thoang hdi han khi anh tha chan vay t6i xudng. anh hon t6i diu dang thudn
khiét.

Cudce lam tinh ctia ching t6i cho du ménh ligt thé ndo ciing khong thoa mén diéu dang khién Matthew khong ngimg deo dudi toi, bat chip thuc té ring toi
hién nhién da 1a ctia anh. T61 bat dau lo ling khong gi ¢6 thé thoa mén anh duge.

NOi tht vong ctia t6i p t6i, hinh thanh mdt kin séng khi rung chuyén cubn anh roi khoi nguoi toi ap sang birc tuong dbi dién. Doi mit Matthew den thim
lai trurde sy thay doi vi the nay.

“Thir d6 danh cho anh thi thé néo, tinh yéu ctia em?” Toi khe khang héi. Guong mit anh 19 16 sy Kinh ngac. Toi bung ngon tay, thé luong khi dang gitt
anh. Céc co bap anh céng ra khi anh lay lai kha nang di chuyén ctia minh. anh mo miéng dinh noi.
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“anh d4mn6i xin 16, t6i dit ton quét. “Néu anh cham vao em mi em khong thich thi em d& n6i khong roi.”
Miéng Matthew mim chat.

“Em khong thé khong ngti t61 ngurdi ban ctia anh Giordano Bruno: Khao khat thic giue, trong khi 1ndi so kiém hiim ta. Em khong so uy quyén, hay strc
manh ctia anh, hay bat ctr thir gi khac ¢ anh. Con anh, anh s¢ di€u gi, Matthew?”

D61 moi hdi han cha xat 1én moi toi. Cling véi nd, mdt lan gio nhe viit qua ta vay t6i, bao cho t6i biét ring anh tha chay trdn con hon phéi tra 101 nd.
Ban dang doc truyén Mat Ma Phu Thiy dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.

Chuwong 30

“Ong Habermel d4 ghé qua. Bo dung cu clia em & trén ban ddy.” Matthew khong roi nit khoi cac ké hoach xay dung lau dai Praha, bang cach nao do
anh da kiém duoc ching tir cac kién tric su ciia hoang dé. Méy ngay qua, anh ting cho t0i c4 chiée girong rong thénh thang, con minh thi don hét néng
Iwong vao khai thac nhirg bi mit ciia viée phong vé cung dién hong tim céch choc thing héng rio an ninh ctia Rudolf. Bét chap 101 khuyén ciia Abraham
ma toi da truyén dat lai that chinh xac, Matthew van thich mt chién hroc chii dong hon. anh mudn chiing t6i r0i khoi Praha. Ngay lic ndy.

T6i dén bén va anh ngure 1én nhin véi anh mét day khét khao da diét. “Pay chi a mdt mén qué thoi.” Toi dat doi ging tay xudng va hon anh that sau.
“Trai timem Ia ctia anh ma, anh nhé chir?”

“DPay khong chi la mdt mon qua ma con kém theo 101 moi di san vao ngay mai.” Matthew vong tay 6m quanh hong toi. “Gallowglass thong bao voi anh I
chiing ta s& nhdn 101 moi ndy. anh chang d6 da tim thay mot 16i di vao khu vy riéng ctia hoang d€, bang cach quyén rii ¢4 hau gii dang thirong chi cho
xemb suu tdp tranh goi dyc ctia Rudolf: Binh linh cung dién cling s& di san cung chiing ta hoac ga gat chop mat. Gallowglass tin rang day I mjt co may
dé chiing ta tim kiém cuon sach.”

T6i liéc nhin mit ban Am viée ctia Matthew, con c6 mdt gbi nho khac. “anh ciing biét d6 1 thir gi phéai khong?”

anh it du rdi vdi tay ra cAmnd n. “Em luon nhan dugc qué tir nhitng ngoi dan dng khac. Nhung céi ny  ciia anh. Gio tay ra ndo.” Bj kich thich
boi tinh t6 mo, t6i lien lam theo.

anh 4n mot vét g d6 hinh trdn va tron murot vao 1ong ban tay t6i, véi kich ¢ mdt qué trimg nho.

mdt dong kim loai mét lanh néing né chay quanh qué trimg bi an nay khi nhimg con rong lira nho xiu dan lap day ban tay toi Ching dugc lam tir bac va
vang vi nhiéu vién kim cuong dinh trén lung. Toi ndng mot sinh vt ky diéu nay lén, né duoc gin thanh vong tron tir nhing cap rong lira, miéng gin voi

miéng, dudi cudn vao nhau. Thir vin nép minh trong long ban tay t6i lic ndy 1 mdt vién hdng ngoc. mdt vién hdng ngoc rt Ion c6 mau do nc.

“ep qua!” Toi ngurde nhin Matthew. “anh c6 thoi gian dé mua thir nay khi ndo vay?”” Mén qua nay khong phai kiéu hang ma cac tho kim hoan trit sin
trong kho dé danh cho céc vi khach bat ngd ghé qua.

“anh c6 nd modt thoi gian r6i,” Matthew thi nhan. “Cha anh d giri ching ti cling birc tranh trang tri ban tho. anh d4 ban khodn liéu em ¢6 thich khong,”

“T4t nhién em thich chur. anh biét m, r@)ng ltra thude vé thuat gia kim,” t61 n6i va trao anh mt nu hon khac. “Hon nita, c6 nguoi phy nit nao lai tir chbi
hon nira mét bac va vang, cung nhiing con rong Itra dinh kim curong di kém mdt vién hong ngoc to nhur qua trimg co chir?”

“Nhing con rong lira dic biét ndy B qua ctia dirc vua khi anh tré lai Phép cubi nim 1541. Vua Francis chon hinh anh rong lira giira nhitng ngon kira hm
biéu tuwong ctia minh va phurong chim cua dng ay [a Ta nu6i dudng va pha hily.” Matthew bat cuoi. “Kit thich cau n6i di dom do téi mirc chap va thanh
céu ctia riéng anh ta: Dicu gi nu6i dudng ta s& hiy hoai ta.”

“Kit & rang . mdt yéu tinh bi quan rdi,” t6i ndi, cudi cing anh. Ti choc vao mdt con ky gidng va né bt anh séng tir nhitng ngon nén. Toi dinh n6i
nhung lai thoi.

“Chuyén gi vay?” Matthew hoi.
“anh d3 timg tang ai mon qua ny... trude kia chira?” Sau dém hom trede, cam gidc bat an uon lam t6i king ting.
“Chura,” Matthew dép, cdm Iy tay t6i va nAng niu n6 gjita hai long ban tay anh.

“Emxin 16i. Em biét hoi thé ky cuc qua, dac biét khi Rudolf dang cur xtr nhu vay. Em chi khong mudn phai ban khoan. Néu anh ting em bat cir thir gi ma
anh tirng tang cho ngudi tinh cii thi dirng ngai ndira.”

“anh s& khong tang em bt cir mon qua ndo anh timg ting cho ngudi khéc, mon coeur.” Matthew doi t6i nhin vao mét anh. “Con rong lira ctia em nhéic
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anh nhé t6i mén qua ctia Francis, nén anh da yéu cu cha Jy n6 ra tir chd cat gidu. anh da mang nd mot lan. Ké tir d6, n6 van nim trong hop.”

“N6 ciing khong phai mon dd mang hiing ngay,” t6i n6i, ¢b ging cudi to. Nhung ciing khong hiéu qua. “Em khong biét chuyén gi dang xay ra v6i minh
nira.”

Matthew kéo t6i xudng va trao mdt ny hén. “Tri tim ctia anh thude vé em ciing nhu em di trao cho anh viy. Pumg nghi ngd diéu d6.”
“Embiét.”
“Tét. Boi Rudolf dang lam moi diéu 6 thé dé khién ching ta nan chi. Ta can giit binh tinh. Va sau d6 ching ta s& rdi khoi dat Praha chét tiét nay ngay.”

skoksk

Loi Matthew 4m anh i sudt chiéu hom sau, khi ca hai tham du hoat dong thé thao budi chidu tai cung dién ciing dam can thin g'é.n olii nhét ciia Rudolf
K¢ hoach ban dau Ia tat ca s& cudi ngya t6i khu sén ban ctia hoang dé trén mii Trang dé ban hwou, tuy nhién bau troi xam xit nang né dang t6i gan da giir
chan ching t6i & lai cung dién. Gioy d4 13 tuan I thir hai ctia thing Tur nhung miia xuAn dén Praha kha chdm va tuyét van c6 thé roi.

Rudolf da goi Matthew dén bén canh va dé t6i lai voi dam phu nit trong cung dién. Ho thé hién vé to md mdt cach 16 ifu va hoan toan chéng biét am g
VO tol.

Hoang dé cung dam cén thin dang péng rugu phé phdn. Vi cudc ruot dudi tég d6 cao ’sa?ip Qién ra, tOi thAm ude ho ¢6 lat 1& danh cho viée uéng ruou
va cudi ngua. khong phai vi t6i lo lang cho Matthew. Boi thire sy, anh dang uong c6 tiét ché va cho dui con ngwa c6 dam phai mt cai cay thi cling ching
hé hén gi v6i anh.

Hai ngurdi dan 6ng tién t6i cing mdt cdy sao dai trén vai — chd d4u cho nhitng con chim ung 1ong By ding vao budi sin chiéu nay. Hai ngudi dan ong
khac theo sau, mang dén duy nhat mbt con chim, ¢6 mil triim trén dau cting mdt cai md cong nom cyc ky nguy hi€m, hai chan né ¢é 1ong mau niu, trong
nhu dang di ung vay. Va né thuc su to 16n.

“A!” Rudolfkéu Ién, xoa hai ban tay vao nhau véi vé hao himg. “Déy la chi chimung ctia ta, Augusta. Ta npén La Diosa trong thiy n6, niic du khong
the d¢ 6 nang bay ¢ déy duoc. Nang ta c6 nhu cau di san nhiu hon kha néng Stag Moat c6 thé dap (g déy.” Cai tén Augusta that hop voi tao vat
kiéu hinh nay. Con chimung cao gan mdt mét va mic du cé mil trim nhung dau nd van ludn gitt mdt goc do ngao nghe, kiéu sa.

“N6 ¢6 thé cam nhén rang ching ta dang ngim nhin,” t6i Am bdm.

Ai d6 da phién dich cho hoang dé va 6ng ta mim cudi nhin t6i v6i vé hai Iong, “mot ké di san hiéu mot ké di san khac. B mii trimra dé Augusta va La
Diosa Iam quen voi nhau nao.”

mot ngudi dan Gng gid nua véi doi chan vong kiéng, than trong tiép can con chim Ong ta kéo soi day da budc chat chiéc mii trim quanh dAu Augusta va
nhe nhang kéo n6 ra khoi con chim Nhirng soi Iong vang 6ng quanh ¢b va dau co nang tung bay trong gi6 lam ndi bat bé mit mém muot clia ching,
Augusta cam thay tr do va nguy hiém ap i cling e, c6 nang lién sai rong d6i canh nhur thé sdp cat canh bay hoic dang canh cao.

Nhung t6i khong phai ngudi Augusta mu6n gip. Bang thir ban ning khong thé nhim 1An, c6 nang lién quay dAu vé phia dong vét an thit duy nhét trong
d4m dong nguy hiém hon ca chinh nd. Matthew dép tra lai bang anh mt nghiém nghi va thoang u budn. Augusta kéu thét Ién dé xac nhan mdi dong cam
ttr anh.

“Ta khong mang Augusta ra dé giai tri cho Herr Roydon du, ma dé gap La Diosa,” Rudolf gim gir.
“Va than Ay lam cam kich vi swr gi6i thiéu ndy, thua bé ha.” To6i 1én tiéng dé thu hit sy chi ¥ tir vi qubc virong dang cau gian ndy.

“Nang biét khong, Augusta da ha guc hai con s6i 101 ddy,” miéng n6i nhung Rudolf van nhin Matthew cham chdm. Nhirng chiéc 16ng cai mii ctia hoang
de con bay phap phdi hon ca b 1ong ctia chi chim wru th. “Ca hai déu la nhitng cudc chién dam mau.”

“Néu than l mot con sOi, than s& chi ndim xubng dé quy c6 day tiép tuc con duong cta minh,” Matthew ué 0di noi. anh trong hoan toan gidng damcén
than chiéu nay nho bo quan 4o mau xanh lyc va den, mai toc den x0a khoi chiéc mil i trai ngdng nghénh dam bao nhing yéu & phuc trang can thiét

nhung ciing du dé nguoi ddi dién co co hoi trong thiy chiéc huy hiéu bac trén chop mii— huy hiéu con rin ngim dudi ctia gia dinh de Clermont — vi so

rang Rudolf quén mét nguoi ong ta dang d6i dau 1 ai.

Nhirng vién cn than khéc khiic khich cudi tir nin trude 1o binh ludn tao bao ctia anh. Khi da chéc chin nhimg tiéng cudi khong hudng truc tiép ti
anh, Rudolf cting tham gia vao. “Do la diém chung khac nita gjita hai ching ta, Herr Roydon,” ong ta noi, vO vai Matthew va ngim nghia t6i. “Chiing ta
déu khong sg dan ba manh mg.” Bau khong khi cang thang bi pha v&, nguoi nudi chim lién chuyén Augusta t6i chd du ciia ¢b nang nhd vai sy tro giip,
sau d6 quay sang hoi hoang dé vé con chim ung 6ng ta mubn str dung chiéu nay dé lia biy ga rimg hoang gia. Rudolf néi ning nhéng xi vé hra chon ctia
minh. Hoang dé d3 chon duge mdt con chim ung phuong béc to 16n, hoang tr nuée Ao va nude Phd déu tim duoc lya chon riéng, t6i khi chi con lai
mot con. Chii chim nay nho bé va run lay béy trong tiét troi lanh gid. Matthew dua tay ra cho né.

“N6 danh cho phu nir,” Rudolf khit mili néi va yén vi trén lung ngyra. “Ta d& danh né cho La Diosa.”

“Mic dit mang céi tén d6 nhung Diana khong thich sin ban dau. khong sao ca. Than s& dé con chim cit nay bay lwon,” Matthew néi. anh ludn soi day
budc chan chim qua cac ngdn tay va xoe ban tay ra, con chim bude trén cd tay mang gang ctia anh. “Xin chao, nguoi dep,” anh thi tham trong lic nang
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chimnho bé diéu chinh ban chan dé dtmg vitng, Clr mdi budc nhod, chubng ctia c6 nang lai reo leng keng,
“Tén ctia nd 1 Sarka,” nguoi canh rimg thi tham rdi mim cudi.

“c6 nang cling thong minh nhur ngudi cting t€n chir?” Matthew hoi 6ng ta.

“Con hon thé,” dng o tra 15 va cudi xéch dén tan mang tai.

Matthew nghiéng ngudi vé& phia con chim va ding ring can mot soi ddy bude chiéc mil trim dau nd. Miéng anh ké sét bén Sarka va cir chi vo cing thin
miét, ¢6 thé khién ngudi khac Am tudng 3 mdt ny hon. Matthew kéo soi day. mot khi day da tudt, anh dé dang ding tay con lai dé thao chiéc mii trim
va tha tAm da thudc bit mét mang tinh cht trang tri ndy vao i 40. Sarka chép niit nhin thé gidi ap dén trong timméit. ¢6 nang chdp thém lan nita va
ngam nghia t6i rdi dén nguroi dan 6ng dang gitr minh trén tay.

“Em c6 thé cham vao n6 khong?”” Nhiing I6p 1ong mau ndu va tréing trong that hép dan khé ma cudng lai.

“khong thé dugc. ¢6 nang dang déi. anh khong nghi né nhn dugc phin chién loi pham c6ng bang,” Matthew noi. anh lai duwom budn, tham chi ¢ vé
bang khudng, Sarka phét ra chudi 4m thanh trim thip day han hoan vui sudng va van nhin Matthew chim chu.

“c6 nang thich anh dhy.” Diéu d6 khong con phai nghi ngo niva. Ca hai déu Ia nhimg ke di san theo ban néng va ca hai déu bi giit chan boi gong cimnén
khong thé tir do theo dudi niém théi thic duge theo du va giét chét con mdi. Ching toi cudi ngwa di xuong mot duong mon quanh co dan vao trong
rénh nude ven b song timg mot thoi duoe sir dung lam hiao nuée bao quanh lu dai. Dong song da bién mit va gior day ranh nude dugc rao chin xung
quanh dé gt thia choi ctia hoang dé khoi xong vao thanh pho. Huou do, hoang va lon 1o dyrc ling vang dAy trong khu dét. Dao gin ddy cé sur tir va
nhiéu loai méo 16n khéc ciing duoc dua vé tir bay thi trong rap xiéc khi Rudolf quyét dinh sin mdi cing voi chiing thay cho chim nhur thurong 16.

Toi da mong cho dugc chimg kién canh hon loan nhung bubi di san dwoc dan dyung chinh xac nhur mot vo ba 18 vay. Ngay khi Rudolf tung con chim ung
cta minh Ién khong trung, bay chim dang nghi ngoi trén cac ngon cdy nhanh chong bay Ién thanh mot dam may dé tranh khoi viéc trd thanh bita in nhe
ctia ké san moi. Con chim ung sa xudng thap va ludn qua bui cdy, tiéng g6 thdi rit qua nhimg qua chudng bude quanh chin nd. Pam ga rimg bi gidt minh
lao ra tir ven rng cdy, vira bo chay vira vo canh tan loan trong khong trung. Con chimung Ia ching, chon Jay mdt myc tiéu va don n6 vao vi tri, sau do
lao nhanh t6i dé quét con mdi bang mo va mong vudt. Con ga £6 roi xudng tir trén trdi, ke san moi van dudi theo khong ngimg trén mit dat. Pam ngwra
am am dudi theo, tiéng ngurdi thét mimg chién thing bi 4t di boi tiéng sta ctia bay ché san.

Khi damngudi, ngra dudi t6i noi thi ching t6i phat hién con chim ung dang dtmg bén canh miéng mm ctia nd, cong doi canh dé che chin khOl nhirng déi
thi trrée mét. Matthew da timg am turong tu hdi & thur vién Bodleian va t6i cam nhén dugc anh miit anh liéc nhin minh dé chéc chén t6i van & gin.

Gi¢ thi hoang dé da c6 chién loi pham dau tién, nhitng nguoi khéc s& duogc tr do tham gia vao cudc di san. Ho cling nhau dudi bit hon mot tram con
chim, du dé cap thirc an cho mdt co'so cén than. Suﬁtrbuf)i san chi cd duy nhat mdt tran cai Ion. khong ¢ gi ngac nhién ca, trén i co no ra gitta con
chimung 16ng bac cao quy cta Rudolf va nang chim cat nho mau trang ndu ctia Matthew.

Matthew bi bo lai phia sau ddmdan 6ng. anh tha nang chim ctia minh sau nhimg nguoi khic va thong tha nhin ly cac chién loi phamno san dugc. Dau
khong mot nguroi dan 6ng nao xuong ngya, nhung Matthew d lim vay dé d danh Sarka rdi khoi con mdi clia né bang nhing 1 thi thAm va mdt miu
thit anh rirt ra tir x4 con moi b giét trude d6.

Tuy vay, lan do, Sarka dé mit dau con ga mi c6 nang dang san dudi. N6 lang tranh ¢6 nang va dam thing vao duong bay chii chim ung ctia Rudolf. Tuy
nhién Sarka khong chiu nhudng, Miic dit con chim ung to 16n hon nhung Sarka mau le hon va thich gay han hon. Pé bit kip con gi clia minh, ning chim
cat bay viit qua sat san sat dAu t6i, dén mirc c6 thé camnhan duoc s thay ddi ctia ap lwe khong khi ¢o nang thire 1 nho bé, tham chi nho hon ca con
A rumg va hién nhién chi chim ung kia so v6ind vo cing to In. Con g rimg bay cao hon nhung khong thé tron thoét duge. Sarka nhanh chéng dao
chleu va cim cac mong vubt clia minh vao con mdi, trong lwong ctia ¢ nang dura ca hai dan dap xudng mit d4t. Con chim ung phan nd kéu thét trong
ndi thit vong va Rudolf gop thém tiéng la hét tir phia durdi.

“Con chim ctia nguroi can tré chim ung ctia ta,” Rudolf hung hiing n6i khi Matthew thiic ngyra t¢i thu chién loi phim ctia nang chim cét.

“B ha, ¢0 nang khong phéi con chim ctia than,” Matthew Ién ting. Sérka da bét dau dyng long va tréi rgng canh dé trong to 1on va ham doa hét mie ¢6
the, n6 phat ra nhiing tiéng rit dinh tai nhire 6¢ khi anh tién t61 gan. Matthew lam bam di€u gi d6 nghe kha quen thudc va trong anh con hon ca say me,
cuoi cung nang chim cat cling chiu thu cénh lai. “Sérka thudc vé ngurdi. Homnay, n6 chi chirng to minh xtirng dang véi cai tén mdt chién binh bo-hé-miéng
vidai”

Matthew nhét ning chim cit va con ga g6 1én, rdi dua ca hai ra dé hoi dong nhin thiy. Soi diy ctia Sarka dung dura tir do ciing tiéng chudng vang lén

leng keng trong lic anh cdmn6 di vong quanh. Moi ngudi khong biét phai phén tmg thé ndo va tat ca can thin chd doi Rudolf im didu gi d6. Nhung t6i
da xen vao.

“P6 | mdt nir chién binh sao, ong xa?”’
Matthew ding lai va nhoén miéng cuoi. “Tai sao chir, ding vy, ba xa a. Sarka thét sur | con vét nho bé va nong tinh, gidng nhur con chim ctia hoang
de, va c6 nang bict vii khi loi hai nhit ctia mot chién binh nam giita hai tai.” anh gd vao dau dé chic chan moi nguoi hiéu duge ngu y do. Rudolf khong
chi hieu dugc, Ong ta con to ra boi roi.
“Nghe kh4 giong cac quy co ctia Mal4 Strana,” t6i ndi vo tur hy. “Va Sarka da am gi voi tri thong minh ctia minh vay?” Trudc khi Matthew kip tra ki,
mot nguoi phu nit tré xa la da Ién tieng,
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“Sérka da ha gyc mdt shom binh linh,” ¢0 ta gii thich bang tiéng La tinh trdi chay cing céch nhén manh trong am ctia tiéng Séc. mdt ngwoi dan dng rau
trang ma t6i nghi I3 cha ctia ¢6 ta nhin con gai véi anh nit dong tinh, ¢6 gai then d6 nuit.

“that sa0?”” Toi kéu Ién thich thu. “Béng cch nio vay?”

‘Bﬁng cach gia bd minh pﬁn dugc gidi cru va modi moe binh linh téi an mirng sy ty do clia ¢6 ta clng voi rat nhiéu reou.” mbt phuntt khac cé vé nhidu
tuoi hon, ¢é cai mii khoam khong kém gi Augusta, khit miii ndi bang vé ghé tdom. “Pan 6ng lic ndo ciing guc ngd trude dieu do.”
Toi phi cudi, trude vé simg sot clia ¢d gai ciing nhur quy ba miii khodm quy phai.

“Thua hoang dé, than so rang cac quy ba quy co day s& khong dé nir anh himg ctia ho phai ganh véc 161 lim ctia ké khac dau.” Matthew cho tay vao tii
va Ay ra chiéc mii trim dAu, anh nhe nhang dat nd kn dinh dAu kiéu hanh ctia Sarka. anh cti nguoi dé thit chit soi diy nho bang ring clia minh. Nguoi
géc rimg nhan Jay nang chim cat giita vai tiéng vO tay tan thuréng.

Chiing t6i tam nghi tai c&n nha méi tréng d6 theo phong cach Y toa lac noi ria khuon vién cung dién, dé u6ng ruou vang va dudng stre, mic du t6i thich
nan nd trong khu vuron n6 16 hoa thily tién va tuy-lip ctia hoang & hon. Cac thanh vién khac trong hoi tham gia ciing chiing t6i, bao gdm Strada cau-kinh,
ong Hoefhagel va tho ché tac Erasmus Habermel, ngudi toi thiy biét on vi bo dung cu.

“Diéu ma ching ta cin dé thoat khoi canh budn chén nay 1 mdt bita tiéc mia xuan, mia chay sip qua roi,” mdt ching cn than tré I6n tiéng noi. “Nguoi
khong nghi vay sao, thira bé ha?”’

“mdt v& ca kich thi sa0?” Rudolf nhip mdt ngum rurou va nhin t6i chim chim. “Néu vay, chii dé & i Diana va Actacon.”

“Chit dé d6 pho bién qué rdi, thira b ha, va séic mii anh qubc,” Matthew budn rau kén tiéng. Con mit Rudolf do tmg, “Thay vao d6, ching ta c6 thé am
ve Demeter va Persephone. Phuthop voi mila nay hon.”

“Hoic c4u chuyén vé Odysseus,” Strada dé nghi va nhin ti bang anh nit khé chiu. “Frau Roydon c6 thé dién vai Circe va bién ching ta thanh bay lon

con.
“that tha vi, Ottavio,” Rudolf kéu Ién va dat ngdn trd ti Ién mbi dudi. “Ta cd thé dién vai Odysseus.”

khong phai trong cudc doi ctia ong, t6i thim nghi. Ciiing khong phai canh girdng chiéu va canh Odysseus budc Circe hira s& khong cit mét cia quy ctia
ong ta.

“Than ¢6 thé dura ra mdt kién nghi khong,” t6i ham hé én tiéng nhéam ddy 1 tham hoa.
“Tét nhién, tat nhién rdi,” Rudolf sot sdng néi va cam Ky ban tay t6i, v nhe ddy quan tam.
“Céu chuyén ma than tudng twong can mdt ngudi ndo dé déng vai Zeus, vua ctia céc vi than,” ti vira néu y kién véi hoang dé, vira nhe nhang it tay lai.

“Ta s& dién thin Zeus mdt cach thuyét phuc,” dng ta ham hé n6i va mot nu cuoi bimng sang trén khudn miit. “Va nang s& dién vai Callisto chir?” Tét nhién
1a khong, Toi s€ khong dé Rudolf gia b bat coc va lam minh cé thai dau.

“khong, thura b¢ ha. Néu nguroi nhit quyét vay, than s& tham gia vao cude vui bing viée nhén vai ni thén mit tréing ” Toi bam ly khuyu tay Matthew.
“Va dé€ chude 1oi cho 101 binh pham sém nay, Matthew s€& dién vai Endymion.”

“Endymion sa0?”” Nu cu¢i ctia Rudolf nhat dan.

“Toi nghiép Rudolf: Ta lai théing r01,” Matthew IAm bam chi d& minh i nghe thay “Endymion, thura bé ha,” anh néi, An nay ha thip giong, “chang trai tré
dep bi dua vao gidc ngi bia mé dé gin giir sur bét tir ctia ban thin va trinh tiét cta Diana.”

“Ta biét cac truyén thuyét, Herr Roydon!” Rudolf rén de.

“Thtr 16i cho than, thura bé ha,” Matthew n6i va kh& cti diu duyén dang, “Diana s& that 1ong Ry trén chiéc xe ngwa va khao khat nhin theo ngudi dan 6ng
minh yéu.”

Téi e nay, Rudolf da tim tai nguoi. Chiing t6i bi xua khoi budi dién kién hoang gia va rdi cung dién, xudi doc v& Ba Con Qua dé thire hién dy dinh do.
“anh chi c6 mdt yéu cﬁu,”'Ma’tthew 16i khi ching t6i bude vao nha. “anh c6 thé 13 ma ca rong, nhung thang Tu | mot thang lanh gié & Praha. Vi nhiét
d0 nay, trang phuc em thict k€ cho Diana va Endymion nén c6 nhi€u hon mdt hinh trang ludi liém cai trén tdc em va mdt cai khan-lau-bat treo quanh
hong anh.”

“Em chi mdi trao vai dién cho anh ma anh d& dua ra cc yéu cau nghé thuat rdil”” Toi vung mdt ban tay 1én gia bo phan nd. “Do dién vién!”

“D6 14 diéu em xtmg dang nhan dugc khi im viée v6i mdt ngudi khong chuyén,” Matthew mim cudi néi. “anh biét cach bét du vo nhac kich roi:

And lo! From opening clouds, I saw emerge
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The loveliest moon, that ever silver’d o’er

A shell for Neptune’s goblet.”

“anh khong thé ding tho ctia Keats!” T6i bat cuoi. “anh ta 1a nha tho theo phong cach ing man, i vin con som ba trim nim.”
“She did soar.

So passionately bright, my dazzled soul

Commingling with her argent spheres did roll

Through clear and cloudy, even when she went

At last into a dark and vapoury tent,”

anh d¢t ngdt ndi to va kéo toi vao trong vong tay.

“Chau nghi chu s& cin chau kiém mot ci Bu ddy,” Gallowglass vira n6i, vira dm am xudng gic.

“Va vai con ciru nita. Hodic c6 thé mdt cai thure do thién thé nita. Endymion c6 thé 1 chang chiin ciru, hodc i nha thién vin hoc,” Matthew n6i, nhdn
manh vao lua chon ctia minh.

“Nguoi gac rimg ctia Rudolf s& ching nd roi xa miy con ciru la ing ciia 6ng ta dau,” Gallowglass ndi nghiém tic.
“Matthew c6 thé str dung bd dung cu ciia ti.” Téi nhin quanh, chéic n6 & trén bé 1 sudi, ngoai tim véi ctia Jack. “Né bién dau mit roi?”
“Annie va Jack dang khoe n6 véi Gié Lau rdi. Ching nghi né bi ém bua.”

Téi e d6 t6i m6i dé y y thdy nhiéu soi day to chay thing Ién gac tir chd 16 swdi— bac, vang va xam. Khi cb ging dum theo bon tré dé xem ching lam gi
v6i bd dung cu, t6i gidm phai dudng vién chan vay. Ngay khi bit duwogc Annie va Jack, t6i s& can thay mot duong vién moi kiéu vo so.

Hai dra tré da mo b dung cu nhé miu bac-va-ddng-thau ra nhur mdt quyén sach, ca nhitng canh nhd bén trong ciing vy. Long khao khét cta Rudolf
gitip t6i c6 duge thir ndy dé theo doi swr chuyén dong ctia vom troi va Habermel da thue hién cong viée mot cach phi thudng. Bo db ding nay bao gdm
mot chiéc dong ho mit troi, mjt chiéc la ban va mot thiét bi dé wdc tinh d6 dai thoi gian cta timg mia khac nhau trong nam, mot ban xoay phtre tap theo
chu ky mit trdng, c6 thé chi ngay théng, thdi gian, biéu turong cung hoang dao hién thi, tuan trang va ca hai d6 rong I6n bao gdm (theo yéu cu ctia 61)
cac thanh phd Roanoke, London, Lyon, Praha v J erusalem. mot trong cac canh nh6 c6 canh sac duoc t6i dat vao san phdm cong nghé moi va hap dan
nhét hién thoi: chiée bang xda, n6 duge lam tir mdt loai glay diic biét c6 thé viét Ién va sau d6 can than x6a sach thanh trang giay moi tinh.

“Xem ndy, Jack, né lai nhur thé rdi,”” Annie ndi va khom ngudi trén b dung cu. Gié Lau (chdng con ai trong nha goi né I Lobero nita, ngoai trir Jack)
bit dau stia, vay dudi phan khich khi chiéc ban xoay bat dau chi vao phan vi tri ding.

“Em c4 v6i chi mdt ddng I khi cai vong xoay ndy dimng lai, mét trang tron s treo ngoai cira s0,” Jack ndi, nhd nurde bot vio tay va gio ra trude mit
Annie.

“khong ca cuoc,” t6i 1én tiéng ngay Bp tirc va cli ngudi xudng bén canh Jack.

“Chuyén ndy bat dau tir khi ndo vy, Jack?”” Matthew n6i va tranh né Gié Lau. Jack nhin vai.

“Chuyén nay bat dau tir khi Herr Habermel giri né dén,” Annie thii nhan.

“N6 quay tron lién tuc ca ngaty hay chi vao vai khoang thoi gian nhét dinh?” Téi hoi.

“Chi mdt hogic hai lin a. Con cai la ban m6i quay mot lin.” Annie ¢6 vé khon kho. “Chau nén n6i voi ba. Chau cam nhan duoc déy ki phép thuat.”
“khong sao ca.” Toi mim cudi véi ¢d bé. “khong hai gi dau.” Lién do, t6i dit ngon tay lén phin trung tAm ctia chiéc ban xoay va ra énh dimg lai. N6
ngimg quay. Ngay khi cac vong tron dimg, cdc soi bac va vang quanh b dung cu chim chdm tan 13 @€ lai ding sau soi to miu xim Nhitng soi ddy diy
méu sic ching day trong nha ching toi nhanh chong mit di.

“Diu d6 co y nghiia gi?” Matthew hoi sau khi ca can nha da yén lang va t6i ¢6 co hoi dau tién dat b dung cu ndm ngoai tAm véi clia 1 tre. Toi quyét
dinh d€ n6 Ién phia trén l6p man trrdng trén girong cua ching t61. “Nhan tién, moi nguoi déu gidu d6 vat phia trén dau nhitng ke dikiém tra. Day s& la
noi dau tién Jack tim kiem.”

“C6 ai 6 dang tim kiém ching ta.” Toi 161 bo dung cu xudng va ¢b tim kiém chd méi dé gidu né.

“Tai Praha ndy u?” Matthew gio tay ra hi¢u va toi dua cai dung cu nho cho anh nhét vao trong chiéc o chén.
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“khong. Trong ludng thoi gian co.”
Matthew ngdi phich xubng girong va chiri thé.

“Pay k 16 ctia em.” Toi nhin anh bén lén. “Em da cb ging théu dét mot cau thin chit dé by dung cu canh béo em khi ai d6 dinh Fy cap n6. Cau than cha
s€ gitr Jack tranh khdi rac r6i. Emnghi can phai quay tro lai voi cai bang v&.”

“Dicu gi khién em tin d6 1 mdt nguoi trong thoi gian khac?” Matthew hoi.

“Boi vi ban xoay mit tring l mdt dang lich khéng ngimg nghi. Cac banh ring xoay tron khi né ¢b ging dira ra thdng tin bén ngoai céc thong s6 k thuat.
Viée ndy lam em nhé t6i nhitng 101 don dai quanh Ashmole 782.”

“C6 thé tiéng kéu vo vo ctia chiéc la ban biéu thi nhitng ké dang tim kiém chiing ta tai mot dia diém khéac. Gidng nhu ban xoay mit tring, céi la ban
khong the tim ra hudng bac dung boi vi nd phai tinh toan hai irdng: mdt 1a ching ta tai Praha va mot ké nao d6 ¢ noi khac.”

“anh c6 nghii d6 14 Ysabeau hay Sarah khong va ho can ching ta gitip d6?” Ysabeau i nguoi da giri cho Matthew ban sao ciia cudn Doctor Faustus dé
giup ching t6i toi ndm 1590. Ba ay biét ching t6i dang ¢ dau.

“khong,” Matthew ndi, giong chéic chan. “Ho s& khong dé I ching ta. Phai ] nguoi khéc.” Doi mit xanh x4m ctia anh nhin ¢6 dinh vao t0i. Anh it hbi
tic da diét da quay tro lai.

“anh dang nhin em nhur thé em da phan boi anh vay.” Toi ngdi xudng bén canh anh. “Néu anh khong mubn em dién vo ca kich, em s& khong am.”
“khong phai chuyén do.” Matthew ding day va budc ra xa. “Emdang gitt bi mét voi anh.”

“Ching ta ludn giit doi diéu cho ban thén, Matthew,” t6i n6i. “Nhing diéu nhé nhéit khong van dé gi. Doi khi c nhitng diéu quan trong, giong nhu, thanh
vién Pai Hoi DPong,” Loi budce tdi ctia anh khién t6i cdm thay day dut cho tat ca nhitng di€u toi chura biét vé anh.

Matthew bt ngor dat hai tay 1én vai toi va kéo i ddy. “Em s& khong bao gios tha thir cho anh vi diéu d6.” Anh miit anh tr& nén budn rdu va céc ngdn tay
anh an sau vao canh tay toi.

“anh d4 hra v6i em ring anh s& khoan dung cho céc bi mét ctia em,” t6i ndi. “Gido si Loew da néi ding. Chi 1ong khoan dung khong di.”

Matthew tha t6i ra kém theo mdt 1i nguyén ria. Toi nghe thiy tiéng Gallowglass trén bac thang va tiéng ngai ngti xi xim ctia Jack bén dudi sanh.

“Chdu s& dua Jack va Annie t6i nha Baldwin,” Gallowglass noi tir phia cira. “Tereza va Karolina da di 10i. Pierre s& tdi cling chdu, ca con chd nira.”
Giong anh chang ha thap. “Hai nguoi im thing bé so hii khi tranh cai ddy, con thing bé da ¢6 du IlOl so héi trong cudc doi ngin ngui clia nd roi. Hay tur
diéu chinh ban than hodic chau s& dira ching tr6 lai London va dé hai nguoi ty minh xoay s.” Doi mit ctia Gallowglass that dit ton.

Matthew im king ngdi xudng bén 16 swdi, anh cAm mdt ly ruou trong tay va gwong mét u 4m nhin chdm chim vao ngon Iira. Ngay khi c nhom rdi di, anh
dung day va hudng toi phia cura.

Chéng kip suy nghi hay len ké hoach, t6i tha con rong Iira ctia minh. Ngiin anh 4y lai, t6i ra lénh. c6 nang | lao qua, bao boc anh trong lan khdi xam va
chin dimg trude cira, cim cac canh nhon ctia d6i canh vao sau trong khung cira. Khi Matthew t6i qua gan, nd lién phong udi ira ra de doa.

“anh s& khong di dau hét,” t6i noi. Toi phai 1 hyc rat nhidu dé giir cho giong ndi ctia minh khong dang cao. Matthew 6 thé ché ngyr t6i, nhung kha nang
chién théing linh vat nay khong hé chic chin. “Rong lira ctia em ciing gan giong Sarka: nhd nhung hiéu chién. Em s& khong dé n6 roi khoi cira dau.”

Matthew quay nguoi lai, 4nh it lanh bang,

“Néu anh tirc gian em thi haly noi ra. Néu em lim diéu i anh khong thich hity n6i v6i em. Néu anh mudn két thic cude hon nhén ny thi hay diing cam két
thic mdt cach émxudi d€ emco the. .. cd the. .. hoi phuc sau d6. Boi néu anh van nhin emnhu thé anh wdc rang ching ta chura tirng két hon thi anh
dang pha hity em d9.”

“anh khong hé c6 mong mudn két thiic cude hon nhin ndy,” anh n6i chiic chan.

“Vay hdy lam chéng em.” Toi tién to1 gan anh. “anh c6 biét em da nghi gi khi quan sat nhimg con chim xinh dep d6 bay lron ngay hom nay khong? Béng
‘Matthew ciing dep tuyét nhur vy néu anh ay duoc tir do 1a chinh minh.” Va lic em quan sat anh chim chiéc mil bit mit Sarka dé c6 nang khong the san
bat theo ban ning mach béo nita, em da trong thay noi ticc hin trong miit nd, cling nhur trong thay trong mit anh moi ngy, tr khi em danh mat con.”
“Day khong phai chuyén vé dira bé.” Poi mét anh t6 vé canh cdo.

“khong, 1 vé em Va anh. Ca nhing chuyén vo clng t0i t& ma anh khong thé chip nhan dugc: cho dii nhitng thir dirgc-goi-lA-quyén-niing ciia anh vurot
Ién trén sy song va cai chét thi anh van khong thé diéu khién moi chuyén va bao vé em hay bat cir ngudi ndo anh yéu quy khéi bi ton hai.”

“Va emnghi ring viéc danh mét con khién gia dinh trd nén nhur vy sa0?”’

“Con chuyén gi khac nira? Mac cam ti 16i trude cai chét ctia Blanca va Lucas gﬁn nhu d3 hiy hoai anh.”
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“Em nham 10 Matthew luon tay vao t6c 04, kéo céi nt théit bim ra, giai phong mii huong hoa clic hoa cling mii bac ha tir logi xa phong t6i thurdng
dung. Bong tir ctia anh md 16n va den tham nhur mure. anh tan hudng lan huong toa ra tir t6i va mau xanh 14 dan trd lai trong doi niit.

“Vay hdy néi cho em biét chuyén gi.”

“Chuyén nay.” anh voi Jy mép vat 4o clia t6i va xé nd 1am hai. Sau do, anh ndi long soi day gitr chiéc ¢b 40 10t 1ong truot khoi vai toi, dé phoi trdn hai
dau nguc. Nhitng ngén tay ctia anh lan theo tinh mach mau xanh n6i In & ¢6 va ti€p tuc bén dudi 16p vai lanh.

“Mdi ngaty trong cudc doi ctia anh 1 mdt tran chién kiém soét ban than. anh chién d4u véi con gian dit cling cam gidc budn ndn theo sau no. anh ddu
tranh VO‘l doi va khat, boi vi anh khong tin viéc mmh doat lay dong mau tir cac tao vat khac 1a dicu diing dan — cho du la dong vét, dau anh co :ché chiu
dung di€u d6 tot hon la Ky mau tir mot ai d6 ¢4 thé gip lai trén duong” D61 mit cua anh nhin sdu vao mit ti. “Va anh phai trai qua cude chien dau voi
chinh ban thin minh d¢ vurot qua niém thoi thic khong thé néi thanh 161, mong mudn chiém hitu ly co the cting nhur linh hon ctia em theo céi cach ma
khong mdt sinh vt mau néng nao hicu duoc.”

“anh mudn méu ctia em,” t6i thi tham khi bat ngd hiéu ra moi chuyén. “anh n6i dbi em”

“anh lira ddi chinh ban than minh.”

“En}dﬁ noi voi anh— rat nhidu lAn — ring anh c6 thé ]éy 16,” t6i n6i va chdp ly manh 4o dé xé 16 rong hon, nghiéng dAu sang bén va dé 16 ra tinh mach
0 ¢0. “Hay nhan lay. Em khong quan tim. Em chi muon anh quay lai la minh.” T61 kiém lai mdt tiéng nirc nd.

“Em 1 nguoi két doi ciia anh. anh s& khong bao giortr ¥ y mau tir ¢6 em.” Nhimg ngon tay mit lanh ctia Matthew nhe nhang ludt trén da thit t6i khi
anh kéo chiéc 40 vé chd cil. “Khi anh lim didu do tai Madison, chi boi vi anh qué yéu 6t khong kiém ché duroc ban than.”

“C6 van dé gi véi cd em sao?”” Toi bdi rdi hoi.
“Ma ca rong chi cin nguoi la va sinh vét cap thip hon tai cd. khong phai ngudi tinh. Va cang khong phai ngudi két doi.”

“Vi thé thong tri,” t6i ndi va nghi vé nhitng cudc trao ddi trude kia v& ma ca rong, mau va tinh duc, “va viéc tiép nhan thirc an. VAy chit yéu con ngudi bi
can ¢ d6. Pung 1a ¢6 phan nao sy thuc trong nhitng truyen thuyét vé ma ca rong,”

“Ma ca rong cin ngudi két doi ctia minh & ddy,” Matthew ndi, “gn trai tim.” P6i mdi ctia anh 4n én ln da tran ctia t6i noi vién 4o khoac. D6 1 noi anh
da hon t6i trong d&m tan hon khi cdm xtic Ian at hoan toan.

“Em da nghi anh mudn hon em & do chi vi Iong thém khat thong thurong,” t6i noi.

“Chang ¢6 gi la thong thuong ddi véi niém thoi thiic ctia mbt ma ca rong mudn Ky méu tir finh mach nay.” anh di chuyén miéng xudng thép hon dong chay
tinh mach mdt phan va an d6i moi thém mdt lan niva.

“Nhung néu khong phai viée tiép nhan thirc an va vi thé thong tri thi 1 diéu g?”

“sur chan thit.” Liic t0i bét gip doi mit anh, n6 vin mang mau den nhiu hon mau xanh lyc. “Ma ca rong giit trong minh qué nhicu bi mét dé ¢6 thé hoan
toan thanh thyc. Bon anh ¢6 the khong bao gio n6i ra thanh 101 dugce va phan Ién déu qué phire tap d¢ hicu thau, cho diremco c6 gang thir. Va con
nhiing ngan cam chia sé bi mét trong the gidi ctia anh nita.”

“D6 khong phai chuyén ctia anh nén khong thé ké,” toi Ién tiéng. “Em da nghe miy 1an roi.”

“Vigc udng méu tir ngudi minh yéu dé chimg minh réing khong con diéu gi phai che giéu.” Matthew nhin chitm chi xudng bau nguc ctia t6i va cham kn
soi tinh mach mot lan nira. “Bop anh goi no Ia ﬁnh mach tim. Dong mau ¢ hu’ong vi ngot ngao nhat ¢ day, dem dén cam gidc chiém hitu va & thude hoan
toan — tuy nhién viéc ndy yéu cau phai diéu khién duoc toan bo ban than dé khong bi cuon tr6i theo nhiing cam xiic manh liét.”” Giong anh thoang budn.
“Va anh khong tin trong vao kha nang diéu khién ban than trudc con cudng mau.”

“Em d3 trong thiy anh bi kim chit trong con thinh nd. N6 khoi ngudn tir tinh bao vé. Va ai ¢6 thé dit em vao nguy hiém nhiéu hon chinh anh chir?”

Toi nhtn vai dé chiéc 40 khoac trurot xudng, rdi it canh tay ra khoi hai dng tay 4o cho t6i khi nira trén co thé t6i hoan toan 16 ra tran trui. Toi lan tim
nhitng mit bude trén chan vay va gidt ching tung ra.

“Pumng,” Poi mit ctia Matthew trd nén den hon. “Chéing c6 ai & ddy dé phong truong hop...”

“anh vét kiét em?” Toi bude ra khoi ng chan vay. “Néu anh khong thé tin twong ban than ¢6 thé lam dugc diéu nay khi Philippe con ¢ ngay bén canh,
thi anh ciing chang thé lam duoc cho du Gallowglass va Pierre dimng & day gip do.”

“Chuyén nay khong dua duge dau.”

“khong,” Toi cam Iy hai ban tay ctia anh. “Day 1 chuyén giita cac cap vo chdng, N6 1 vén dé gitra sur chan that va niém tin. Em ching c6 gi dé che
gidu anh ca. Néu viéc lay mau tir tinh mach ndy s€ dat dau cham hét cho nhu cau lién tuc sén tim cac bi mit ctia em trong anh thi anh phai lam théi.”
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“Pay khong phai viéc ma ca rong chi im mot lan,” Matthew de doa va c6 ging kéo ngudira xa.

“Em cting khong nghi vay.” Toi Iudn tay vao phén téc phia sau gay ctia anh. “Hay nhin [y méu cta em Nhan Jy bi mit ctia em. Lam diéu ma ban ning
bat anh lam Chang c6 mii trim hay day budc ¢ day. Trong vong tay em, anh s€ dugc tu do hon bat ky noi nao khac.”

Toi kéo miéng anh lai gAn minh. PAu tién, anh ngp ngimg phan tmg lai, cac ngdn tay quén Ky hai c6 tay t6i nhur thé anh mudn pha bo cam dé nay ngay
khi ¢6 thé. Nhung ban nang con manh m& hon va niém khao khat noi anh c6 thé camnhan 16 rang, Nhing soi ddy tréi budc thé gidi dan thay doi va diéu
chinh xung quanh t6i nhur dé nhurong chd cho nhitng cam xtic manh m3 nhur vAy. T6i nhe nhang kéo nguoi anh lai, hai bau ngue phap phdng theo timg hoi
tho.

anh v0 cung s¢' hd, s¢ rang s& im t6n throng trdi tim t6i tuy nhién cling day khat khao. So hai va khat khao. Ching c6 gi ngac nhién khi anh dira n6 vao
bai ticu luén tai All Souls va gianh duoc hoe bong, Con ai ¢ thé hicu duge cude chién gitta ching hon mdt ma ca rong?

“Em yéu anh,” t5i thi thAm va budng thdng hai tay. anh phéi tur minh kim viéc ndy. Téi khong thé dién vai trd ndo khac dé dira miéng anh dén tinh mach
ctia minh.

sur cho doi thit vo cing dau don, tuy nhién it nhit anh da ha thip dau. Tréi tim toi dap nhanh hon va t6i nghe thy anh tién t6i, iy mot hoi that sau va dai.
“Emyéu. Liic ndo, em ciing toa miii mét ong ngot ngo,” anh thi thdm kinh ngac ngay trurde khi cim ham ring séc nhon vao da thit.

Lén anh Ay méu trudc ddy, Matthew da cin than gy & vimg d6 bang mdt giot mAu ctia anh nén t6i khong cam thy dau dén chit nio. Nhung JAn ndy
thi khong, tuy vay, kn da nhanh chong tré nén t& dai sau khi anh 4n miéng vao da thit t61. Hai ban tay cta anh ning d& co thé, trong khi din nga ngudi toi
Ién girong, Toi dang treo nguoi gitta khong trung trong ic chd doi anh théa miin rang chéing con bi mat ndo gitta ca hai ngoai trir tish yéu.

Khoéing ba muroi gidly sau khi bét dau, Matthew dimg lai. anh ngude nhin toi dy ngac nhién nhur thé kham phd ra diéu gi d6 khong ng t6i. Doi mit anh
lai chuy€n den va trong mot thoang t6i nhan ra con khat méu dang dang trao.

“Em van 6n, anh yéu,” toi thi thim.

Matthew cti thdp dau va udng nhiéu hon cho t6i lic anh khdm phé ra diéu minh can. mot phit trdi qua. anh hon 1én trén vi tri tréi tim ctia t6i cing biéu
cam ton kinh diu dang ma anh da khoac 1én ngudi trong dé€m tan hon tai Sept-Tours va nhin t6i bén én.

“Vay anh da tim thiy diéu gi?”” Toi hoi.

“Bm Chi em thoi,” Matthew thi thAm

Ve nguong nging nhanh chong chuyen thanh thém khat va anh hon t6i that lau trude khi ca hai lai long X04n vao nhau. Ngoai trir cubc cham tran ngin
ngiii dua tuong 1in trude, da nhidu tuan qua ching t6i khong 1am tinh, ban dau nhip diéu ciia ca hai van con vung vé trong khi hdi turong lai cach di
chuyén cling nhau. Co thé toi cudn chat hon va chat hon nira. mot chuyén dong lwét nhanh, mdt ny hon sau la da da dé khién toi thing hoa. Nhung
Matthew thi chdm hon. T6i bat gip anh nyit anh va bi khda chit vao nd. Toi chua tirng trong thay mot Matthew giong nhur khoanh khac ndy — mong

manh, hy vong, tuyét dep va i do. Chéng con bi mét ndo gitta chiing t6i, ciing khong con nhitng cam xtic phong bi trudc cc tai hoa xau xa c6 thé ap
den, gio day ca hai dcu bi cuon phing ti nhitng ving den t6i t¢i mirc hy vong ciing khong thé ton tai duoc.

“Em c6 thé cam thiy anh khong?”” Matthew gi¢r d thiic t6i diém sau kin nhat trong ti. Toi git dau lin nita. Va anh mim cuoi roi bat dau di chuyén mot
céach than trong. “anh & bén trong em, Diana, anh trao em sy song.”

anh chuyén dong bén trong 01 lan nita, Bp (ji lap lai nhirng 101 nay nhur mot cau than ch. béy la hinh dang don gian nhét v nguyén so nhét ctia phép
thuat trén the gioi. Matthew da?} duoc dan két yz‘lo linh hon t6i, dl{(,YC théu dét vao trong co thé t6i nhu téi’dﬁ !en loi vép bén trong anh. Trai tim nay da
tmg tan v3 va lai v nat mot lan nita trong miy thang qua boi moi sy dung cham dau budn va anh mat hoi tice, gio bat dau gan chét lai voi nhau timg
chit mdt. Khi mét troi nho 1€n khoi dudng chan troi, t6i voi tay cham vao gitra hai mit anh.

“Em dang twr hoi néu minh ciiing ¢6 thé doc duoc suy nghi ctia anh thi sao.”

“Emda lam vAy r6i,” Matthew dép, cam ldy ban tay t6i va hon kn cac du ngon tay. “Hoi & Oxford, lic emnhan duoc bire anh chyp cha me em Em
khong y thitc dugc minh dang lam gi. Nhung thyc t€ 1a em lién tuc tra 101 nhitng cau hoi anh khong thé ndi ra thanh 161.”

“Em c6 thé thir im lan nita chtr?” T6i hoi va phén nio mong chd anh ndi khong,
“Tét nhién. Néu em 2 mdt ma ca rong em c6 thé yéu cau mau ctia anh.” anh dat lung xudng gbi.
Toi ngap ngimg gidy lat, giit nguyén nhing suy nghi trong du va tap trung vao cau hoi don gian. Lam thé ndo dé t6i hiéu duoc tréi tim clia Matthew?

mot soi ddy bac ip lanh ndi gitta trai tim t6i v6i diém trén tran anh, noi con mit thir ba s& xuét hién néu anh I mdt phi thity. Soi ddy ngay cang thu ngén
kéo t0i lai gan t6i khi t6i dat mbi lén lan da anh.

Nhiing hinh anh va am thanh bing n6 trong dau t6i tura nhur phao hoa. Toi thiy Jack va Annie, Philippe va Ysabeau. Toi thiy Gallowglass va ngudi dan
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ong khong thé nhAn ra lu6n hién dién tai nhitng noi quan trong trong ky tre ctia Matthew. Toi t’héy Eleanor va Lucas. Cam gidc chién théing khi anh chinh
phuc dugc mdt bi an khoa hoc, mot tiéng hét day thich thi khi anh cudi ngya vao ring san bat va giét chdc boi anh dugc tao ra dé lam vay. Toi thay
chinh minh, dang mim cudi véi anh.

Sau do, t6i trong thiy gwong mit ciia Herr Fuchs, gi ma ca rong da cham tran tai thi trédn Jewish va Fing nghe nhimg tir ngit kha 13 rang Con trai ta,
Benjamin.

Toi ngdi bat ddy va dura tay Ién cham vao d6i moi run riy.
“Chuyén gi viy?”” Matthew n6i i ngdi ddy, cau miy lo Fing,

“Herr Fuchs!” Toi nhin anh kinh hoang, so rang anh da nghi #én diéu t0i té nhat. “Em khong nhan ra d6 1 con trai anh va cau ta chinh I Benjamin.” Dén
20, chura c6 mdt dau vét nao vé con khat mau ctia ké nay.

“D6 khong phai 16i ctia em Em khong phéi nma ca rdng va Benjamin chi thé hién chon lwa ctia nd.” Matthew n6i dip dang. “L& ra anh phai cam nhin
duoc sy hién dién ctia nd quanh em— mot dau mi, vai y niém mo ho rang né dang & gan. Chinh diéu nay khién anh nghi rang em dang gitr bi mét voi
anh. anh d4 sai. anh xin 16i vi ¢ hoai nghi em, mon coeur.”

“Nhung Benjamin héin phéi biét em 1 ai. Mii ctia anh van phéng phét quanh em ms.”

“Tat nhién, n6 biét,” Matthew thit vong dap. “anh s& tim kiém théng nhoc vio ngiy mai, nhung néu Benjamin khong mudn b phat hién thi ta ching thé
lam gi khac ngoai canh bao Galloglass va Philippe. Ho s& thong bao cho nhitng ngurdi khac trong gia dinh biét Benjamin da xuat hién trd lai.”

“Canh bao ho sa0?” Toi son da g trude cai git dau ciia anh.

“Piéu duy nhét khing khiép hon Benjamin trong tinh trang khat méu i mdt Benjamin tinh to nhur lic n6 xuét hign khi em ¢ bén Rabbi Loew. Gidng nhu
Jack da ndi,” Matthew dép lai. “Nhitng con quai vat dang so nhat ludn td ra gidng mdt ngudi binh thudng.”

Ban dang doc truyén Mgt Ma Phii Thiry dwoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full . Net.

Chuwong 31

Dém do, cude hon nhéan ciia ching t6i d thue sy bit ddu. Dang vé Matthew tur tin hon t6i thudng thiy. Nhing o1 d6i d4p sdc sao, nhitng hudng thay
d6i bt ngd hay cac quyét dinh béc dong van xuat hién trong sudt khoang thoi gian chiing t6i bén nhau t6i gio déu di qua. Thay vao d6, Matthew hanh
xtr thin trong, ¢6 chimg mire mi van nguy hiém. anh 3n thudng xuyén hon bang viéc di san trong thanh phd va céc lng 1an can. Khi co bap ctia anh trd
nén rin chc va manh mé thi t6i hiéu duoc diéu Philippe da nhin xét: khong can biét co bip anh to 1on khong nhung 16 rang con trai ciia 6ng dang gat bo
nhirng nhu cau dinh dudng can thiét.

mdt mit tring bac p kinh con lru lai trén ngye t0i noi anh da udng mau. N6 khong gidng nhur bét ky vét seo khdc trén cor thé ctia toi, n6 thiéu di I6p md
b@o vé duoc ’tichrtu chac chan, dII]h hinh trén phan 16n vét thuwong, Matthew néi véi t61 rang hién turong nay do mdt dac tinh trong murde bot cuia anh co
thé boc kin vét can ma khong dé ching lanh hoan toan.

Bing nghi thirc hut méu ban tinh tai tinh mach tim ctia Matthew va nghi thirc moi cuia t6i I ny hon phu thiy cho phép di vao trong suy nghi ctia anh ma
gio day ca hai au yem nhau sdu ndng hon. Chiing t6i khong lam tinh thudng xuyén mdi lan anh vio ngl ciing, nhung khi chuyén d6 dién ra thi theo sau
luon 14 hai khoanh khic thiéu dét ctia sur chan that tuyét doi khong chi loai bo cac lo Eing 16n nhét ctia Matthew vé t6i: ring cac bi mét bang cach nao d6
¢6 thé hity hoai ca hai. Va tham chi khi khong lim tinh, t6i s& ndi chuyén cing Matthew mot cach coi mo, thoai méi nhur cac dbi tinh nhan thurong mo
udc.

Séng hom sau, Matthew ké v6i Galloglass va Pierre vé Benjamin. Con gin dir ctia Gallowglass trdi qua con nhanh hon ndi s héi ctia Pierre dang ngay
cang gia tang moi khi c6 ai d6 gd ctra hodc t6i gan t6i trong chg. Cac ma ca rong tim ngay tim dém trong khi Matthew lap ké hoach cho nhiing chuyen
di

Tuy nhién Benjamin khong dé bi tim ra. hén ta bién mét mot cach d& dang,

L& Phyc sinh dén roi di va nhitng ké hoach ctia ching toi danh cho & hi mia xun ciia Rudolf vao thir béy tiép theo da t6i budi tong duyét. Ong
Hoefhagel va t6i da bién sanh lon cta cung dién thanh mot khu vrdn ngp tran hoa tuy-lip n¢ 1. Toi cam thay s¢' cung dién ndy v6i nhitng vom cong
duyén dang ho trg cho phan méi vong cung nhu nhiing nhanh Licu.

“Chiing ta nén chuyén my cdy cam ctia hoang dé vao day thi tSt hon,” Hoefhagel n6i, anh mét sang r& voi cée kha néing ¢ thé thire hién. “Ca méy con
cong trong nita.”

Vio ngy trinh dién, ngudi hiu mang t6i tit ca dén nén du phong trong cung dién va thip sang ching bén trong cac birc tudng da dai rong phan quang
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nhim tao cam giac mdt bau troi day sao va khién san nha trai rong ra ménh mong. Ching tdi cling s€ str dung phén ciu thang dan lén nha nguyén hoang
gia cho v dién. P6 1 y tudng cua Hoefhagel dé t6i co thé xuat hién trén d4u cau thang giéng nhur mat tring, trong khi Matthew v& lai syr thay doi dudng
di cta 6 bang chiéc thién thé ké ctia Habermel.

“Ngai ¢ nghi chiing ta qué triét hoc khong?” Cau hoi vang vong khip cin phong va t6i lo Eing dura tay che miéng
“Pay | cung dién ctia Rudolf I1,” Hoefhagel lanh king dap. “Viée nhur thé nay ching c6 gi 1 qué triét hoc ca.”
Khi cac quan than t6i du yén tiéc, ho déu ha hdc mdm ngac nhién trude khung canh mé ching t6i sép dat.

“Ho thich déy,” toi thi thém v6i Matthew tir phia sau canh ga ngin ching ti voi dam dong. Li vao 1on dugc én lich phuc v m6n trang miéng, con hai
chiing t6i tr6n trong long cau thang Hiép i doi phin sau. Matthew tiép tuc khién toi chii tim vao nhimg cau chuyén ngay xua, khi anh con cudi ngyra lén
cac bac thang da rong dé dAu thurong. Liic t6i hoi anh cin phong nay c6 thich hop cho muc dich Ay khong, anh nhudn mdt bén ong méy nhin toi.

“Tai sao em nghi ring ching ta khién can phong qua rong va tran nha qué cao? Mia dong 6 Praha lau khing khlep va khién nhitng chang trai kia buon
chén véi vt khi thi that hiém nguy. D ho chay nhanh con t6t hon 1 bét dau chién tranh véi cac virong qudc lng giéng.”

sur huyén ndo trong can phong nhanh chéng tré nén inh tai, nhirc 6¢ nho ruou tran tré va thirc an thira thai Khi mon trang miéng duoc don di, Matthew
va t6i di chuyén vé vi tri ctia minh. Ong Hoefhagel da t6 v& vai canh dong qué déng yéu cho Matthew va mlen cudng cit cir anh ngdi phia dudi mot cay
cam, bén trén mot cai ghe d4u duoc boc-vai-da voi ngu y 1a mdt hon da. Toi phai doi dén 161 4m hiéu thi tién ra khoi canh ga va dirng sau mit canh ctra
0 duoc mo rong hai bén, ciing duoc t diém gidng mot chiéc xe ngya.

“anh khong dam lm em cudi dau,” t6i de doa Matthew khi anh hon 1én mé t6i Ay may.
“Emdanh cugc khong,” anh thi thAm dap 10i.

Khi céc giai diéu vang Ién lAp day can phong, dam quan than dan dan im king. Téi liic ca can phong hoan toan yén tinh, Matthew gio cao chiéc thién thé
ké Ién vom troi va vo nhac kich bét dau.

Toi quyét dinh cach tiép can tuyét voi nhat t6i tac phim doi hoi giam tdi thiéu hdi thoai va ting t6i da khiéu vil. V& diéu nay thi ching ai mudn ngdi yén
saumot bira t0i linh dinh va Eing nghe nhing bai dién véin dai dong ca, phai khong? Toi da dy nhiéu sy kién han lim d dé biét chuyén d6 chéng hay ho
chit nao. Signor Pasetti rat vui mirng duoc day cac quy ba mit “diéu nhdy cia cac ng01 sao lang thang,” va Matthew s& c6 thir dé quan sat trong lic chd
doi vang tréng yéu quy cta anh xuat hién. Nhimng nguoi dep ndi tleng V6i quan 40 Iong ]ay dét vang dat bac cling cic mon trang strc tham gia vao budi
gidi tri khién v& nhac kich nhanh chéng chuyen thanh giai di€u vo dién tai truong hoc va Kkét thic truede vé mat hai long ctia céc ong bb ba me. Matthew
nhin nh6 nhu thé anh khong thé chiu dung quang canh trurde mit thém mdt khic ndo nita.

Khi diéu nhay két thic, cac nhac cong mo duong cho 6 bang vai nhip trng dm{ va tiéng keén trum-pét om som Ong Hoefhagel da dung mot tAmrém
trude cira vao nha nguyén, toi chi can di xuyén qua nd cing ve ryc rd sang chdi nhu mot nix than (ma khong c6 hinh tring hrdi liém bang vai trén dau
nhu trong budi tap) va nhin xudng Matthew day khao khét. anh, con ngudi ma nit thin ao udc, s& quan sét t6i chim chi ddy say mé ma khong hé chép
it hay nhin ng6 vao b ngue khéu goi ctia toi

T6i danh mot ic dé nhap vai, hit thes sau rdi tyr tin bude qua timrém, cd ging hrét di bong bénh nhu mt tring,

Tét ca tridu thin ha hdc mdm ngac nhién.

T6i cam thy hai ong vi minh da xuat hién mot cach thuyét phuc nén nhin xudng Matthew. Doi mit anh dang m tron xoe.

Oi, khong. Toi 6 cam gidc cac ngon chin cham mit san nhung kha ghéc chéin ring ngudi toi dang lo lmg bén trén d6 vai phan va ngay cang cao hon.
Toi vuron tay d€ neo giit ban thin bén ria xe kéo va phat hién mjt quang sang mau ngoc trai ¢6 thé thay rd dang phat ra tir lin da cua t6i. Matthew dot
ngdt ngang dau nhin vé huréng virong mién cta t6i cing hinh trang hrdi liém nho mau bac. Néu khong c6 gwong thi t6i chang biet chuyén gi dang dien ra
nhung t6i s¢ d6 1a diéu t& nhat.

“La Diosa!” Rudolf kéu Ién va dtmg bét dy vd tay tan duong, “Tuyét voi! An tuong tuyét voil”

Triéu than ngip ngimg Vo  tay tham gia. mot vai nguoi trong s0 ho da tré nén nhict liét. Ca cén phong dang tap trung chi y t6i minh nén ti cling khe Vo
tay trude ngue va liéc xubng Matthew, anh dap tra bang anh mét nguong mj cling mot nu cudi an y. Toi tap trung ban than ha thip nguoi Xubng san dé
tién t6 ngai vang ctia Rudolf. Ong ta dang déng vai Zeus va str dung nhitng ménh ndi thit duoc cham khéic 1ong Ay ma ching toi tim thy trén gac mai
ctia cung dién. N6 xau xi khong thé tudng tuong ndi nhung lai it hop voi sur kién ndy.

Sung suréng thay, ngudi t6i khong con phat sang khi tién toi bén hoang dé va cac khan gia da dimg nhin én dau toi nhur thé né 1 mot cay nén thoi La

Ma. T6i nhin ngudi cti chao.

“Chao mimg La Diose,” Rudolf néi bang giong tram vang voi ngu y gidng mot vi than, nhung lai chi tré thanh mdt vi du dién hinh cho viée cuong diéu hoa

vai dién.

“T6i da yéu chang Endymion tot bung,” t6i n6i rdi dimg théing ngudi, ra hiéu vé phia cau thang, noi Matthew dang chim trong mot chiéc giwrdng bang long

to émai va gia bo ngl. Toida tur viet nhitng dong thoai nay. (Matthew timg dé nghi t6i ndi, “Neéu ngai khong dong y dé 61 yén thi Endymion s€ xé xac

ngai ra.” Nhung t61 da phan bac rang cau nay chi thudc vé Keats.) “Chang dang an lanh trong giac ngi. Cho du t6i la mdt nit than bat tir thi Endymion s&
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sOm gia nua va chét di. Toi van xin ngai hdly khién chang tré thanh bat tir dé chang ¢ thé ¢ bén t6i méi nii.”

“Vi mot diéu kign!”” Rudolf hét to, hity b hinh tugng mdt vi than va oang oang néi bang am diéu binh thurong, “héin ta phéi ngii sudt quéing thoi gian con
lai va ching bao gio dugc tinh giac. C6 nhu vy han mdi tré méi.”

“Cam ta ngai, than Zeus vi dai,” t6i cb ging tra 101 dé khong gidng hai kich kiéu anh. “Gior thi t6i c6 thé ngim nhin ngwdi minh yéu méi méi.”

Rudolf cau may. that tt vi ong ta khong duoc bién tap kich ban.

Téi rat \fé phia chiéc xe va chim cham Iui ra sau canh ga khi cac quy c6 biéu dién diéu nhay cubi cta ho. Sau khi diéu nhay két thiic, Rudolf dan theo
doan triu than nhay thanh vong tron, gidm chin thit manh va vo tay gion vang, tuéng chimg c6 thé khién mai vom sap xuong. Nhung dieu do ciing
chang thé danh thirc Endymion.

“Day thoi!” Toi hét Ién khi ngang qua anh dé t6i n6i i cam on hoang dé vi da cho chiing t6i co hoi tiép di dong doi hoang gia ctia 6ng, Va anh dap tra
t6i bang tiéng ngay dién kich.

Nén mot minh t6i t6i nhin gbi chéo trurde mit Rudolf va phat biéu mot bai dién vén tan dwong cai thién thé ké ctia 6ng Habermel, sur sap dit ciia 6ng
Hoefhagel va déc biét ca ngoi nhitng hiéu ing va chat hrgng tuyét voi ctia &m nhac.

“Ta da duoc don tiép mot cach tuyét voi, La Diosa — nhidu hon nhitng gi ta mong doi. Nang c6 thé hoi xin thin Zeus mot phén thudng,” Rudolf néi, doi
mét ong ta hrdt tir vai tdi bd ngwe nhd cao ciia toi. “Bét ctr diéu gi nang mong mudn. Hay néira va nd s& 1 ctia nang.”

Nhiing ke tan gAu trong cin phong bdng im bit. Gitta am thanh yén finh d6, t6i nghe thiy nhimg 10i ctia Abrahan Cudn sach s& dén v6i ba chi khi ba

yéu cau n6. Moi chuyén co thé don gian vay sao? Endymion da roi khoi chiéc girong ém ai. Toi khéng mudn anh can tré minh nén dua tay ra sau hung
va vd nhe dé nhic anhquaylalvmnhungglac mong ctia ban than. Tneuthancm]gmntho cho doi t61 néu tén mot turde vi co thanhthe motma.nhdat

hay mdt tai san bang vang,

“Thin mubn xem cubn sach gia kim thuat ctia Roger Bacon, thua bé ha.”

-

“cb qua i c6 nhitng vién bi bang sat ddy,” Galloglass ndi bang giong diéu kham phyc day 4n y khi ho trén duong vé nha. “Dumg dé ¥ cach néi nhé.”
“Tai sao chir, camon,” to1 hai long dap. “Ma nhén tién, cd diéu gixayra trén dAu toi trong budi ca kich vay? Moi ngudi cir nhin no chim chim”
“Nhirng ngbi sao li ti bay kén khoi hinh myit tréing va dan bién mat. Chau chéing lo Eing dau. Hinh anh d6 qué thét nén moi ngwoi s& nghi chi 1 do anh. Gan
nhu tat ca thanh vién hoang gia ctia Rudolf1a con

ngudi m.”

Cau tra o ctia Matthew thi thn trong hon. “Bumg voi thoa méin, mon coeur. Rudolf cd thé khong con lwra chon ndo khac ngoai dong y trong hoan canh
do, nhung ong ta s& khong dua ra ban viét tay dau. Emdang tham gla mot diéu nhay vo clng phiic tap. Va em c6 thé tin chéc ring hoang dé s& mudn
thir gi ddy tir em dé dap tra viéc nhin kr6t qua cudn sach clia ong ta.”

“Vay ching minh s& phéi chay thét xa trurc khi ong ta khang khang doi diéu d6,” toi néi. Tuy viy, Matthew ni ding, cin phai than trong, Toi da twong
trong ra c4 hai s& droc mdi t6i xem kho bau vao ngay hom sau trong vong bi mat. Nhung 1i moi miii chua t61. Nhidu ngiy trdi qua ching toi moi duroc
moi ding bira ti tai cung dién cling vai nha than hoc cong giao tién bo. Sau d6, 14 thue hira hen, mot nhom duge lua chon s& tr6 lai phong Rudolf d& xem
nhitng m6n dd ciia cac ton gido va bi 4n diic biét duoc bd sung vao bd swru tap clia hoang dé. Trong sb cac vi khéch cé Johannes Pistorious, ngwdi da
16n Ién theo thuyét Lu-ti, cai dao sang thuyét Can-vin va gior tr& thanh mot gido si Cong gido.

“Ching ta dang bi sdp dat,” Matthew noi, hét vubt toc ra sau rdi lai hit ra trude. “Pistorius 13 mdt gi nguy hiém, mot ké thit nhan tim va mot phi thiy.
han s& quay lai day trong murdi nam téi d€ nghe 101 xung t6i cuia Rudolf.”

“C6 that hin dang duoc chuin bi dé vao Pai Hoi Dong?” Gallowglass khé hoi.

“Chéng sao ca,” t01 nhe nhang ndi. “Tuy nhién o ta chura phai I thanh vién Bai Hoi Pong ma 13 anh. Néu hin ta c6 mong mubn do thi ciing ching ¢ co
hdinao dé gay rac r6i khi anh dang quan sat cha?”

“Xuét sic — hodic Rudolf s& khong yéu cau héin ding bita véi ching ta. Hoang dé dang 16i kéo céc phe tham chién va tép trung quén doi ctia minh.”

“Chinh xac thi 6ng ta mudn danh nhau vi cai gi vay?”

“Ban viét tay — va em. Ga s& khong bo cude dau.”

“Em da n6i trude voi anh ring em khong phai hing hoa rao ban, ciing khong phai chién loi phim.”

“khong, nhung em dang & vi tri khong bi doi hoi niic dit ¢6 lién quan t6i Rudolf. Ong ta 11 mdt hoang tir nude Ao, vua ciia Hungary, Croatia va

Bohemia, ba tudc ctia Moravia va Hoang Bé La Ma Than Thanh. Hon nita, 6ng ta 1a chau ho ctia vua Philip Tay Ban Nha. Dong ho Hapsburg 13 mot
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gia dinh hdm loi va thich dua tranh, ho s& khong ding lai khi chua dat dugc thir ho mubn.”

“Matthew khong lam ning dau, thua c6,” Gallowglass 1 rii ni khi t6i dinh phan d6i. “Néu co ma a vo chau thi ¢o da roi khoi Praha tir cai ngdy mon qua
dau tién duoc g tdi roi.”

Vi tinh hinh nhay cam nén Pierre va Gallowglass ho tong ching toi to1 cung dién. Ba ma ca rong va mot phi thity gy ra nhidu kn song phéan khich khi
chiing t6i hudng vao cai sanh lon ma mot thoi Matthew tirng gitp thict ke.

Rudolfsép xép chd t6i ngdi gin ong ta v Gallowg]ass nhén Ay vi tri sau ghé ctia t6i nhur mdt ngudi hau lich su. Matthew duge xép ngdi ddi dién phia
cudi ban tiéc voi s phuc vu ctia Pierre. D61 véi mot ngum quan sat binh thurong thi Matthew dang c6 quang thoi gian tuyét voi gita dam quy ba khan

giong va cac chang trai tré dang ham hé kiém tim mdt méu hinh héng hai hon hoang dé. Tiéng cudi ciia Gales doi I troi dat vé phia ching t6i tir d4m
dong ganh dua ctia Matthew nhung ciing chéng am tam trang kh s ciia bé ha kha hon chit no.

“Vi di gi4o va nhitng thir khong chinh thdng phéi bi dénh bat hoan toan, thua bé ha. Mt khac, ching van ludn tim nhitng ménh dat m6i dé sinh soi nay

" boi it sup mi ctia Pistorius nhin vé phia t6i, cai iéc mit ctia gi nhu dang thim do. Con miét thir ba ctia t6i md ra va cam thiy camphin trude
nhu’ng 10 I thd 16 ctia gi nhém chiém Ky sw cha y ciia t6i, ching tao 4n tuong gidng nhur phurong phap ma Champier da thyc hién nhdm truy tim cac bi
mét cta toi. Toi bat dau khong thich nhirng pht thily duoc huong nén gido duc dai hoc. Toi dit con dao xudng va quay ra chdm chii nhin gi. Cudi cing
Pistorius phai 1 ngudi cham dit trud.

“Phy hoang ctia ta tin ring dng khoan dung 1 cach xir sur khon ngoan hon,” Rudolf dap 1oi.

“Va nguoi da nghién ciru sy khon ngoan ctia ngudi Do Théi vé phép thin thong, Ma nhimg ngudi dan ong ctia Chia s& goi i di gido.”

Tam nghe ciia Matthew khong cho phép anh theo ddi sat sao cude hoi thoai ctia t6i mdt cach ménh liét nhur Sarka truy dudi con g ctia ¢6 nang, anh cau
miy.

“Chdng t6i ndi ong 1a modt thiy thude, dng Pistorius.” Cude dam thoai nay khong hé ém 4i nhung lai ¢ muc dich riéng

“Diing vdy, thira ba Roydon. Hodic da timg, trudc khi t6i chuyén mdi quan tim tir bao quan xéc chét sang ctru 1di cac linh hon.”

“Danh tiéng ctia cha Johannes dua trén cac phuong phap chita tri bénh dich hach,” Rudolf néi.

“T6i chi don thuan | mdt phuong tién thuan theo y Chiia. Chi ¢6 Ngudi moi thue 1 ngudi chita dugce bach bénh,” Pistoriu khiém t6n noi. “Trong tinh
yéu voi chiing ta, Nguoi da tao ra rat nhiéu phurong thuoe ty nhién c6 hiéu qua than ky doi véi nhitng co thé kém hoan hao nay.”

“A dling roi. Ta van nhé i ing o ctia ngai danh cho céc vién s6i két tu trong da day bo nhu mot thir thube chita bach bénh. Gan ddy ta da giri La
Diosa mdt vién s6i ciia minh khi ba ay 6m.”” Rudolf mim cudi hai long,

Pistorius dang nghién ctru toi. “Phurong phap diéu tri ctia ngudi 1 rang ki ¢6 hiéu qué, thura bé ha.”

“Dling vdy. La Diosa da hoan toan hdi phuc. c6 Ay trong rat khoe manh,” Rudolf n6i, mdi dudi cta ong ta tré ra mot chut khi ngamnglna toi. Hom nay,
61 mic mot chiéc vay dai don gian mau den, duoc théu chi trang dikemmit chiéc 4o choang nhung den. Chiéc co 40 xép nép mong nhur nhung dora
bén ngoai, dé 16 vién hong ngoc ne 1& trén chiée day chuyén hinh rong lira ciia Matthew, n6 im bo trang phuc i tam cta toi c6 chit méu sic. Rudolf
tap trung quan sat manh da quy tuyét dep. Ong ta cau may va ra hiéu cho mot day to.

“that khé noi réing vién s6i két tu trong da day bo hay thir thudc tron mét ciia hoang dé Maximilian ¢ hi¢u qué hon,” t6i n6i va nhin vé phia béc st Hajek
cau khan trong lic Rudolf van thi tham trao d6i. Ong ta dang danh chén mon trang miéng thir ba, lién giat minh ho ra miéng thit bé nho wira nuot, Hajek
6 vé xoay x0 duge voi tinh hinh nay.

“Toi tin o nho thir thudc tron mat, béc si Pistorius a,” Hajek thira nhan. “Toi da chuin bi n6 trong mdt chiéc coc am tir stmg ctia loai ngra mdt stmg
Hoang deé Rudolf'tin rang dieu d6 giip gia tang hi¢u qua.”

“La Diosa ciing udng thudc tron mat tir chiéc thia im bang stng nita,” Rudolf ndi, d6i mit liéc that lau trén moi toi, “dé thém chic chin.”

“Chiéc cc va thia d6 s& 1 mdt trong nhitng vat dic biét ta duoc xem tbi nay trong phong bau vat ctia ngudi phai khong, thua bé ha?” Pistorius hoi. Bau
khong khi gilra t6i va ga phu thiy kia dot ngdt kéu lach tach ran nit. Cac soi to' bao quanh ga thay thudc-gido-si kia nd bung ra thanh mau d6 hung ton
va mau cam bao hyc, canh bao t6i vé m)l nguy hiém Sau dé hin mim cudi. Ta khong tin nguoi, d6 phi thiy, hin thi thim trong dau t6i. Ciing khong tin
2 s€-1a nhan tinh ctia nguroi, hoang dé Rudolf.

Mén lon rimg ngon lanh t6i dang nhai dwoc thém ném chit 4 hrong thao va hat tiéu den ma theo hoang dé Ia duoc dun cing méu, ngay ap tire nhur trd
thanh rac trong miéng t6i. Thay vi dem lai cam gidc ngon miéng, n6 khién mau t6i lanh gia.

“C6 chuyén gl khong 6n sa0?” Gallowglass thi tham va cti thdp xubng vai toi. Cau ta dura t6i mdt chiée khan quing nio d6 ma t6i khong hé bit.

“Pistorius da duoc moi kén ting xem cubn sach,” ti quay dau vé phia cau ta va ni bang thir tiéng anh tdc do dé giam thiéu nguy co bi nghe hiéu dugc.

Gallowglass c6 miii muoi bién va bac ha, mot su ket hop gitra chac khoe va vitng da. Nho d6, than kinh ctia t6i trd nén vitng tam hon.

“Dé d6 cho chau,” cau ta dap lai va siét Ky vai toi. “Con nira, c6 dang hoi toa sang d6, thira ¢6. Tot hon hét Ia khong mot ai dugc trong thiy cac ngdi
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sao toi nay.”

Sau khi da ban 1oi de doa sang 01, Pistorius chuyén hudng cude ddi thoai vé chir dé khéc, hira hen s& nd ra mdt cudc tranh luén s6i ndi voi bac si Hajek
ve phuong phap diéu tri cta thube md tiéu doc. Rudolf chia thoi gian lim hai nira, lic thl trom nhin t6i v6i vé u am, lic thi thoang liéc qua Matthew. Cang
gAn t6i e ching t6i duoc nhin tlny Ashmole 782, t6i cang it ngon miéng hon, nén quyet dinh quay sang trd chuyén doi chit véi cac quy phu nhan bén
canh. Cudi cling bita yén tiéc két thuc sau khoang nim Iuot thire an, bao gdm mdt budi diu hanh d4m cong ma vang va mot hoat canh thit lon nuéng di
keém thit lon sira.

“Bm ¢ vé nhot nhat,” Matthew n6i, thoan thodt dura toi roi khoi ban.

“Pistorius diéu tra em.” Ga nay nhéc t6i nhd ti Peter Knox va Champier boi cac 1y do trong tw. ‘Du c6n tri tué” 1 1oi miéu ti hoan hao nhét cho tit ca
bon ho. “Gallowglass ndi s€ lo viéc d6.”

“Thao nao Pierre theo chn ciuta.”
“Pierre ¢ lam gi?”

“Dé dam béo Pistorius toan mang ma ra khoi day,” Matthew phin khoi noi. “Néu dé méic Gallowglass thi cau ta s& siét ¢b gi va némvao Stag Moat dé
sur tir an vit lic nira d&m. Cau chau trai ctia anh bao v¢ em chang kém gi anh dau.”

Rudolf moi céc vi khach di ctng minh vao phong riéng bén trong: phong trung bay riéng mi Matthew va t6i da ngim birc tranh trang tri sau ban thd ciia
Bosch. Ottavio Strada gip chiing t6i tai 6 dé dan di tham quan qua bd swru tap va tra 10 céc cau o

Khi ching 6 tién vao cin phong, bire tranh trang tri sau bé tho cia Matthew van dit chinh giira chiéc ban boc-vai-mau-xanh-cdy. Rudolf da sap dat rai
réc cac vat khic xung quanh dé chuyen tham quan cua chiing t6i thém thi vi. Trong ltic cac vi khach con da quanh bre tranh cua Bosch thi t6i ddo mét
lrét qua can phong. Vai cai chén lam bang da quy kha an twong, mot soi day chuyén trang men ding trong dip 18, mdt céi stng dai dugc cit ra tir ngya
mot strng, may bire trong va mot qua hat cham khic theo 161 Seychelles, sur hoa tron tuyét voi gitta sy dit tién, kha néng chita bénh va vé ky la. Tuy vay
ching c6 ban viét tay gia kim thuat nao.

“N6 dau r6i?” Toi hoi Matthew, trurde khi anh kip tra 104, t6i d3 cam thiy mot ban tay 4m p cham 1én canh tay minh. Matthew bdng cting do.

“Ta ¢ qua cho nang, puerida diosa.” Hoi thé ciia Rudolf dAm mii hénh tay cling ruou vang do, ngay 1ap tirc, da day cua t6i chao dao phan d6i miti ndy.
Toi quay nguoi, mong cho duoc trong thiy Ashmole 782. Nhung thay vao do, hoang dé gio ra chudi vong trang men. Toi chura kip tir chdi thi ong ta da
quang né qua dau toi va dzt trén hai vai. Toi nhin xudng, trong thay mdt con rin ngdm dudi méu xanh treo trén chudi chir thap do, duge dinh day dic
ngoc luc bao, hong ngoc, kim cwrong va ngoc trai. Mau séc Jip linh ciia nd nhic t6i nhd t6i vién da quy ng Maisen da cho Benjamin.

“Mén qua d6 tang cho vo thin ¢6 phan ky la thira bé ha.” Matthew nhe nhang néi. anh dang dimg ngay sau hoang dé va nhin vao soi dy chuyén bang
ve mit kho chiu. Dy 1a soi day chuyen thir ba ctia toi theo cling mdt kiéu va t6i biét hin phéi c6 mdt y nghia nao do dang sau biéu twong ndy. Toi ning
vong tron con ran ngam dudi Ién dé nghién ctru I0p trang men. N6 khong han a mdt con rén ngm dudi boi né ¢6 chén, gidng nhur mdt con thin Ein hay
rong lira hon 1 rén. mot chix thap do dam mau noi kén trén phén da g ctia con thén Fin. Quan trong hon nita, chiéc dudi khong droc ngdm vao miéng
ma vong quanh hong con than lan va thét ¢6 no.

“Pay a du higu ctia sy ton trong, ong Roydon.”” Rudolf nhén manh céi tén mot céch tinh t€. “Soi day niy timg thudc vé vua Viadislaus va da duoc
truyen cho ba ctia ta. Bi€u trgng nay thude vé mit hoi cac hiép si nguroi Hungary diing cam duge bict dén nhur Dong tu Diét Rong.”

‘Réng u?” T6i yéu 6t thdt Ién, voi nhin sang Matthew. Vi nhimg cai chan ngin be be, ddy co 1§ ding 1 mot con rong, Nhung mit khic n6 twong ddi
giong gia huy cta nha de Clermont — ngoai trir con ran dang chet dan chét mon trong dau dén. Toi nhé t6i 1oi the ctia Herr Fuchs — s& tan sat nhitng con
rong bat ctr dau han tim thay ching,

“Réng turgng trung cho ke thu cua ching ta, déc biét nhiing ké mong mudn can thiép vao cac dac gu}fén cta hoang gia.” Rudolf noi bang mdt giong diéu
bai ngoai, nerng thue t€ no 1a o tu}{én chién ddi voi toan bd gia “tc}cq de ,Clermont. “Ta s€ rat vui néu lan to1 ba dqo n6 vao triéu.” Ngon tay Rudolf cham
nhe vao con rong trén ngue toi va nan na ¢ do. “Vay Ia ba c6 thé d€ may con ky giong Phap nhd bé nay ¢ nha roi.”

Anh qﬁt Matthew van g:fm chét vao con répg VA ngon tay cta vi hoang dé, t6i sim lai khi Rudolf nhdn manh loi nhao bang vé‘nhtmg con ky giong Phap.
Toi c6 gang suy nghil giong Mary Sidney d¢ tim mot loi dap vira thich hop v6i thoi diém nay lai vira ¢6 the lam chang ma ca rong binh tinh lai. Toi s€ xur ly
voi cam giac bi ling nhyc nit quyén sau vay.

“Than c6 deo m6n qué ctia ngudi hay khong déu tiy thude vao phu quén ctia thin, thua bé ha,” t6i lanh lanh ddp, budc minh tranh xa khoi ngdn tay ctia
Rudolf. T6i nghe thay nhitng tiéng tho hit, vai tiéng xi xao thi thAm Nhung phan ing duy nhat t6i quan tim 4 ctia Matthew co.

“anh khong thiy ¢ Iy do ndo em khong nén mang n6 cho t6i hét budi tbi hom nay, mon coeur,” Matthew tra 101 vé tan thanh. anh khong con quan tim
chuyén dai st ciia nit hoang murée anh lai nghe giong mot quy toc Phép. “Xeét cho cing, ky giong va rong déu i ho hang thén thich. Ca hai déu s& chiu t6i
luyén trong lira de bao vé nhiing gi ching yéu. Va hoang dé that do hrong s& cho em xemcudn sach cua ngai”” Matthew nhin quanh. “Mac di ¢6 vé nhu
Signor Strada van tiép tuc thiéu ning hc, vi cubn séch van khong co & day.” mdt cdy cau khac chay én phia sau ching toi.

“Chura dugc, chua duoc,” Rudolf thim do n6i. “Ta con mit thir niva dé tang La Diosa. Hay dén xem qua hach dao duoc cham khiic dén tir Maldives.
N0 1a mon doe nhat vo nhi day.” Moi nguoi ngoai trir Matthew déu Il luot tudn theo di vé hudng Strada chi. “Ca 6ng nita, Herr Roydon.”
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“Di nhién r6i,” Matthew 1am bam dp, bét chudc giong diéu ctia me anh mdt cach hoan hao. anh chdm rai thing théng theo sau dam dong,

“Ta da dgc bigt yéu cdu vai thir & ddy. Cha Johannes d gitp do tim vé vét bau nay.” Rudolf nhin quanh phong nhung chiu chét khong théy Pistorius dau.
Ong ta cau co. “Signor Strada, 6ng ay dau roi?”

“Than da khong thdy ong Ay ké tir i ching ta roi khoi Pai Sanh, thura bé ha,” Strada tra 1oi.

“Ngum"’ Rudolf chi vao mdt tén hau. “di tim ong 4y ngay!” Ngudi dan ong chay di ngay lap tirc. Hoang dé thu lai vé diém tinh va chuyén sy chu ¥ sang
m6n do la ling trurée mat ching t6i. N6 trong giong mot tic phédm cham khéic thd tuc vé mot nguoi dan 6ng khoa than. “La Diosa, déy la mot cai nam
can trong truyén thuyet cta xtr Eppendorf. mot thé ky trrdc, mdt phy nir d4 danh cép cdy chi duoc hién cho cac thanh trong nha tho va trong n6 dudi
anh sang trang tron dé m tang thém sy miu md cho khu vurdn ciia ba ta. Séang ngay hom sau ho phat hién ra mot ciy bép cai khong 15.”

“Moc ra tir cdy chii u?”” Chic chin trong qué trinh chuyén ngir vai thir da bi hroc mét, néu khong thi toi chéc minh da cuc ky hiéu sai ban chét bita Tiéc
Thanh ctia Co Boc gido. Cay Dianz Ia mit chuyén. Cay brassica lai hoan toan khac.

“Dring thé. D6 1 mdt didu ky diéu. Va khi cay bap cai duoc dio én, bo & clia nd c6 hinh dang trong tw co thé ctia Chia.” Rudolf gio thir 6 ra cho toi
xem N6 duoce ddi mdt cai mil mién bang vang kham ngoc trai. C6 1§ cai d6 da duoc thém vao sau.

“Tuyét diéu,” toi n6i, ¢b ging nhin va ndi mdt céch thich th,

“Ta mudn ba thiy né mot phan vi nd turong tr mdt birc tranh trong cudn sach ba dé nghi xem. Tim Edward di, Ottavio.”

Edward Kelley budc vao, dm chit cudn sach boc da vao ngure. Ngay khi vira trong thiy no, t6i da biét. Ca co thé t6i dang ram ran nhirc nhdi khi cudn
sach con trén duong bang qua can phong. Sirc manh ctia n6 nhur ¢6 thé so thy durgc — con manh hon nhiéu so véi lic n6 & Bodleian vao cai dém thang
Chin d khién ca cudc doi toi thay dbi.

Pay chinh 1 cudn cd thur thét lac ciia Ashmole — trude khi nd thude vé Elias Ashmole va trurde khi nd mit tich.

“Ba s& ngdi ddy vi ta, ching ta cing nhau xem cudn séch nay.” Rudolfra higu vé phia céi ban va hai chiéc ghé duoc sap dit theo kiéu miit doi mit.
“Pua ta cuon sach nao, Edward.” Rudolf chia tay ra, va Kelley mién cudng dit cuon sach vao tay hoang de.

Toi chiéu mdt anh mit thim do nhin Matthew. s& ra sao néu cudn c0 thr bat dau phat sang nhur hoi & Bodleian hay hanh xir mt céch la ling theo cach
nao d6? Con néu t6i khong thé ngan tAm tri minh khdi ban khoan thac mac vé cudn sach hay cac bi mit ctia nd thi sao? mdt phép thuat bot phat lic nay
cling s€ I tai hoa.

Py I Iy do ching ta ¢ noi ndy, cai git dau tu tin clia anh ngu y dap lai.

T6i ngdi Xuong canh hoang dé, Strada dan cac can than quanh phong huéng t6i chd bo sing ky lan. Matthew van ling vang gan hon. T6i nhin chdm
chim vao cudn sach trurde mit minh, that khong dam tin gidy phit nay da dén khi toi cudi ciing s& duoc thiy Ashmole 782 tron ven va hoan toan.

“Thé nd0?” Rudolfhoi. “Ba s& mo nd ra chir?”

“Tat nhién rdi,” t6i dap, kéo cudn sach lai gan hon. khong c6 anh sang lp linh phét ra tir cac trang séch. Dé7 so sanh, t6i dét ca ban tay lén bia mbt lic, y
nhu t0i da Amkhi tim duoc Ashmole 782 tir kho sach thur vién. Khi d6 n6 da tho dai ie nhan ra t0i, nhur the da cho doi t6i xuat hién tir rat lau roi. Con
lan ndy cuon sach van nam im im.

Toi ]@t m6 tim bang gd duroc an trong 15')p boc bao bén ngoai bia trrde, dé 16 ra trang gidy da tréng tron. Tam tri 61 chay dua hoi twong lai nhimg g minh
da thay vai thang trude. Pay 1a trang gidy ma trén d6 Ashmole va cha t61 mjt ngay nao do6 s€ vict tya dé cho cudn sach.

Toi lat qua trang d6 va cam nhin duoc ciing cai cam gide ning né ky la trude déy. Khi trang sach mé hén ra, t6i tho hén hén.

Trang sach dau tién bi mét ciia Ashmole 782 1a bire hinh minh hoa ryre 1& v& mot cai cdy. Than cay van that va khic khuyu, day dan nhung u6n quanh

co. Cac canh cdy toa ra trén dinh, vén X04n 1& ngodt toa ra khip trang glay, diém két thiic 1a nhig tan 14, trai chin d6 tuoi, va nhitg bong hoa cting két
hop lai. N6 giéng cay Dianze ma Mary da ding méu ctia Matthew va t6i dé tao nén.

Khi cti nguoi xudng gan hon, hoi tho cta 61 nghen lai noi cubng hong. Than céy nay khong phai duoc lam tir 0, nhira cdy, va vo cay. N6 duoc tao ra
tir hang trim xac ngudi — mot s6 thi quan quai trong dau dén, mdt s6 lai binh than 6m chit ngudi lai, nhimg ké khéc thi don doc va so hi.

O cubi trang sach, dugc vibt tay vao cudi thé ky muoi ba, 1a tya d do Roger Bacon dét: Bi Mat thét sy ctia Cac Bi Mat.

Canh miii Matthew phap phong nhur thé anh dang c6 nhan dién mdt mii huong. Cudn sach c6 mot miii ky la — ciing cai mii am mdc mé t6i da thiy lic &

Oxford.

Toi i sang trang, Pay 1 birc hinh da dugc giri cho cha me 61, n6 dirgc ngdi nha Bishop cat gitr sudt nhiéu nidm troi: phuong hoang dang che chd hon

1€ hoa hoc duréi doi canh ciia ning, trong khi céc con thi than thoai va thudc vé hoa hoc chitng kién cho sur két hop lién minh gitta Mt Troi va Mt

Trang.

Matthew c6 vé bi sdc, liic ndy anh dang nhin trimg trimg vao cubn sach. Toi cau miy. anh van dang & qua xa khong thé thay n6 16 rang, Diéu gi imanh
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4y kinh ngac dén thé?

Toi mau chong 1t qua bic tranh hon 1€ héa hoc. Trang séch thir ba bi mat héa ra k hinh hai con rong héa hoc, dudi ctia chiing bén xoan i va than hich
thi khoa chét vao nhau trong dang vé vira nhur chién dau lai vira nhw au yém— khong thé ndi 16 duoc la trang thai nao. mot con mura méu tubn ra tir veét
thuong cua chiing, dong lai trong mdt céi chdu ma ttr d6 ndy ra hang ta than hinh xanh xao tran trui. T6i chura bao gio thay mdt hinh anh hoa hoc giong
nhur thé.

Matthew dimg nhin qua vai hoang ¢ dé, con t01 hy vong con choang vang cua anh s& chuyen thanh phén khich khi trong thy nhitng hinh anh m6i ndy va
tién gan dén viée g quyét cac bi 4n ctia cudn sach. Nhung anh trong nhu thé nhin thiy ma viy. mot ban tay tring dira Ién che kin miéng va miii. Khi toi
phiu may thic nic, Matthew gat dau véi t6i, dau hiéu bao ring t6i nén tiép tuc.

T6i hit vio mdt hoi that sau va gié' sang trang sach 1 nhimg hinh anh héa hoc la ling dau tién ma t6i d thiy khi & Oxford. Bring nhur mong doi, day 1
hinh anh dira bé gii ciing voi hai bong hong. Didu bt ngd 1 timg centimet khoang khong xung quanh dtra bé duge phi ddy chir viét. DO 1 mot sur tron
JAn ky quéi gitta cac biéu trong va vai chit cai thira thot. O Bodleian vin ban nay da bi an di boi mdt bua chii bién cudn sach thanh mdt cudn séach cb b
yém phép thuat. Liic ndy, véi cudn sach con nguyén ven, vin ban bi mat nay hoan toan duoc thy tron ven. Miic di c6 thé nhin thiy 16 n6, nhung t6i vin
khong thé doc duge no.

Cac ngon tay t6i lan theo nhing dong chir. sy dung cham ctia t6i khong khién cac tir ngit bién ching thanh mOt khu6n mat, mot hinh dang hay mot cai
tén ndo. Dudng nhur vin ban viét nay dang ¢ ging ké mdt cAu chuyén lién quan t6i hing ngin sinh vt song,

“Ta s& tang cho nang bét ctr thir gi néng yéu cau,” Rudolf ndi, hoi thé néng hdi cua 6ng ta pha vao ma toi. mjt 1An nita t6i ngiri thiy mii hanh va ruou.
Chéing giong chit 130 voi mii huong sach s& hao nhoang cua Matthew. Ma su 4m ap cva Rudolf cling tht kho chiu vi gio day 61 da quen voi nhiét do
mMat mé ciia ma ca rong mét rdi. “Tai sao ba lai lwa chon thir nay? khong thé nao hiéu duoc n6, mic dit Edward tin réng nd chira dung mot bi mit vi
dai.”

mot canh tay dai v6i qua gitta hai ching t6i va nhe nhang cham vao trang séch. “Tai sao w, diéu ndy ciing v nghia nhu cudn sach mi ngudi da kn It Ay
di tir tién s Dee i nghiép.” Vé mit Matthew ngwoc hoan toan v6i nhitng 1oi anh néi. Rudolf ¢6 thé khong nhin thiy nhimg thé thit dang ndi Ién noi quai
ham ctia Matthew hay khong biét nhimg nép nhéiin quanh niit anh hén sau dén thé nao khi anh tip trung cha y.

“khong can thiét,” t6i voi vang n6i. “Cac vin ban hoa hoc doi hoi phai nghién ctru va ngim nghi k§ cang néu ngudi mudn hiéu ching hoan toan. C6 18 néu
than cé thém thoi gian vdind...”

“Cho du thé thi nguoi d6 phai duoc Chia ban an déc biét,” Rudolf ndi, cau ¢ nhin Matthew. “Edward duoc Chua chi 16i theo nhitng cach ma 6ng
khong c6 vinh hanh dau, Herr Roydon.”

“0, 6ng ta dugc chi dan 6n ca,” Matthew n6i, quét mit qua Kelley. Nha gia kim thuat nguoi anh bay gior dang hanh dong la king, cudn séach khong thude
s6 hitu ctia héin. C6 nhitng soi chi to' ndi hén v6i cudn sach. Nhung tai sao Kelly lai gin két voi Ashmole 7827

Khi cau hoi nay u6t qua tam tri t6i, nhitng soi to'dep d& mau vang va tring budc ndi Kelley v6i Ashmole 782 bdng ¢6 dién mao méi. Thay vi hai niu
séc xoan chit lai théng thudng hode mdt lan song nhirng soi chi to ndm theo chiéu ngang va chiéu thing dimg, thi nhitng soi nay lai cuon long léo xung
quanh mit truc v6 hinh, giong nhur nhing soi ruy bang x0n lon trén m6n qua sinh nhét. Nhitng soi to ngin ndm ngang tiép tuc cubn lon tir chd tiép xiic.
Trong gidng nhur. .

mdt hinh xodn dc doi. Ban tay toi vut dua lén che miéng, t0i nhin trimg trimg xudng cudn sach. Gids khi t6i da cham vao cudn sach rdi, mii &m mdc clia
nd van con vurong trén cac ngdn tay. No that nong, gat, giong nhur. ..

Mau va thit. Toi nhin Matthew, biét réing biéu hiéu trén méit minh da phan chiéu lai dtng c4i nhin choang vang ma toi thy trén mt anh.

“Em tréng khong dugc khoe, mon coeur,” anh lo king n6i, gitp t6i dimg day. “Dé anh dira em vé nha.” Edward Kelley chon ding thoi diém ndy ma mét
kiém soat.

“T6i nghe thiy nhitng giong néi ctia ho. Ho n6i bang thir ngdn ngit ma t6i khong thé hiéu duoc. Cac ngudi cd nghe thiy tiéng ho khong?”

hén ta rén ri khon kho, hai tay bung chat Ay tai.

“Céc vi dang huyén thuyén chuyén gi thé?”” Rudolf noi. “Bac st Hajek, Edward khong 6n roi.”

“Nguoi ciing s& tim thdy tén minh trong d6,” Edward noi vi t0i, giong hiin cang I6n hon, nhur thé héin dang c6 ging 4t di cac 4m thanh khéc. “Ta biét
ngay khoanh khéc trong thay nguoi.”

T6i nhin xudng, Nhirng soi chi xoan lon ciing tr6i Ay t6i vao quyén sach — chi ¢ diéu cta toi i mau tréing va tim oai hwong. Matthew bi budc ndi véino
bang nhitng soi xodn miu do va tring,

Gallowglass xuét hién, khong théng béo trude ciing ching duge moi. mdt tén linh gac hre hudng theo sau anh chang, tay 6m siét Iy canh tay mém oat
ctia chinh hén.

“Ngura da sin sang,” Gallowglass thong bao voi chiing t6i, ra hiéu vé phia 16i ra.
https://thuviensach.vn



“Nguoi khong duge phép vao day!” Rudolf hét Ién, con gidn dit bbc 1én khi nhitng ké hoach sép dit cin than ciia 6ng ta tan ri. “Con ba, La Diosa,
khong dugc phép roi khoi day.”

Matthew tuyét nhién ching thém dé y toi Rudolf anh chi don gian cam iy canh tay t6i va sai budc vé phia cira. Toi ¢ thé cam thiy cudn cb thr dang
niu kéo t6i, nhitng soi chi trai cang ra kéo t6i trd v€ bén canh nd.

“Ching ta khong thé dé lai cudn sach. N6...”
“anh biét n6 14 ci g,”” Matthew gin giong,
“Ngan ching lai!”” Rudolf gao 1én.

Nhung tén linh canh véi canh tay bi gy dé an du voi mjt ma ca rong gian dir t6i nay roi. hén s& khong cd thach thirc s6 ménh bang cach ngang duong
Matthew. Thay vao d6 han tron trimg ddo mat roi tha minh xuong san ngat xiu.

Gallowglass choang a0 khoéc 1én vai t6i khi ching t6i d4m bé xudng cau thang. Thém hai tén linh nita — c4 hai déu bt tinh — ndm dud6i chan cau thang

“Quay tr6 lai Ay cu6n sach dil” Téi ra Iénh cho Gallowglass, gan nhur nghet thd vi chiée codc-xé bé chit va tde do di chuyén bang qua san lau di. “Gio
chiing ta khong thé dé Rudolf co nd mdt khi da biet n6 1a cai gi.”

Matthew dirng lai, cac ngdn tay anh ﬁn su vao canh tay toi. “Ching ta s& khong roi khoi Praha ndy ma khong c6 cudn sach. anh s& quay lai iy no, anh
hira. Nhung trude hét ching ta phai vé nha da. Em phai chuan bi cho bon tré san sang dé roi di ngay khi anh tro lai.”

“Chig ta da tur chéit dirt dudng cia minh 10}, 6 a,” Gallowglass dit déin noi. “Pistorius bi nhot trong Thap Tring, Chau da giét mot linh gac va Bmbi
thurong ba tén khac. Rudolf da khiém nha cham vao ¢6 nhur vay, va chau cling c6 mot khao khat méinh liét muon thay han chét.”

“Cau khong hiéu du, Gallowglass. Cubn sach d6 6 thé 1 dap an cho moi didu,” t6i ¢b tim cach chi 16 ra trde khi Matthew lai bt t6i di chuyén.

“Oi, chau hiéu nhiéu hon ¢6 tuéng day ” Giong Gallowglass thoang trong lan gié bén canh t6i. “Chau nhan thy mili cia 16 tr dudi Jau khi ha guc Imy t€n
linh. Cé cac wearth bi chét trong cudn sach d6. Ca phi thity va yéu tinh nita, chéau cam doan ddy. C6 ai tudng tuong ndi Cudn Sach s Séng bi miét 4y
lai bdc mii chét chdc 1én tan thién dang co chir?”

Ban dang doc truyén Mdr Md Phu Thiy dugc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Chuong 32

“Ai s& am chuyén nhur thé chir?”” Hai muroi phiit sau, t6i dang run Ay bay bén canh 16 sudi trong can phong chinh & ting mot, tay siét chit mdt coc vai tra
thao mdc. “thét kinh khing!”’

Gidng hau hét cac cudn ¢b thur, Ashmole 782 durge lam tir gidy da — loai da diic biét da duoc chuén bi sdn, ngam trong nurdc voi dé tay hét long, nao hét
cac 16p thit va md dudi da di, sau do lai ngim trurde khi dem trai lén mot cai khung, rdi nao thém vai lan nira.

sur khéc biét i ¢ ddy, nhitng sinh vat dugc ding lam gidy da khong phai 1 ciru, bo, hay dé ma 1a yéu tinh, ma ca rong va phi thiy.
“Chéc n6 duoc lru gitr nhu mdt ky Iuc.” Matthew van dang ¢ ly giai cho nhing gi ching toi da thiy.

“Nhung d6 1a hang trdm trang sach,” t6i hoai nghi n6i Y nghii ¢6 ai d6 dang 10t biét bao nhiéu da ctia yéu tinh, ma ca rong va phi thiry dé lam gidy that sur
khong thé hiéu noi. Toi khong dam chac tir nay minh con cé thé ngl ngon ca dém duoc nita khong,

“Didu d6 ¢6 nghiia i cudn sach Ay chira hing trim nu DNA khac biét.” Matthew lun cic ngdn tay cio toc nhiéu dén mirc trong anh bt dau gidng mot
con nhim

“Céc soi chi xoin ndi ching ta voi Ashmole 782 trong gi(‘)ng‘nhu nhitng soi xon kép,” toi ni. Chiing toi phai giai thich cac kién thirc di truyén hoc hién
dai cho Gallowglass, du khong cé bon thé ky rudi tri thite vé sinh vat hoc va hoa hoe xen vao, anh chang ciing dang ¢6 hét sirc minh dé theo kip.

“Vay D-N-A giéng nhu mdt cdy pha hé, cac canh 14 bao phii rong hon mot gia dinh phai khong?” Gallowglass doc to “DNA”mot cach chdm rai, voi
mot khoang nghi nggn gitta moi chit céi.

“Ping vay,” Matthew noi. ‘“Pai khai a thé.”

“anh c6 trong thiy cai cdy & trang dau tién khong?”” Toi hoi Matthew. “Than cy diroc tao nén tir cac xac ngudi, con céi ciy dang ra hoa, két trai va trd
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14 y hét nhu cay Dianz chiing ta tao ra trong phong thi nghiém ctia Mary.”
“khong, nhung anh da thiy sinh vat ngim dudi trong miéng nd,” Matthew noi.
Toi lubng cudng cd ging hoi tudng lai nhitng gi da thiy, nhung tri nhd ctia t6i da thit bai khi t6i cin né nhét, 6 qua nhiéu thong tin méi can hip thu.

“Birc hinh v& hai sinh vat dang danh nhau — hay au yém nhau 4y, emkhong thé n6i 1o I cai nao viemkhong c6 co hoi démsd chéin ctia ching. Mau
chiing roi xudng, san sinh ra hang trdm sinh vét, miic du néu mdt trong hai con khong phai [a rong bon chan ma Ia ran. ..

“Va mdt con 14 rong lira ¢6 hai chan, vay thi nhirg con rong héa hoc d6 co thé trong trung cho em va anh.” Matthew chiri thé, tuy ngin ngii nhung
ciing day camxtic.

Gallowglass kién nhin king nghe cho t6i khi chiing t6i d& n6i xong, quay trd lai chi & ban dau ciia anh chang, “Con D-N-A ndy, nd ton tai trong da
ching ta 42

“khong chi da thoi du, ma ca trong méu, xrong, téc, mong tay va mong chin ciia chau — trén khip co thé,” Matthew giai thich,
“Hirm.” Gallowglass vudt cam. “Thé chinh xac ¢6 dinh hoi gi khi ndi cubn sach nay c6 thé c6 tit ca dap an?”
“Tai sao ching ta lai khéc loai ngudi,” Matthew dap gon. “Va tai sao mdt phi thity nhur Diana c6 thé mang thai dira con ciia mdt wearh.”

Gallowglass ting cho ching t0i mjt nu cuoi rang 3. “Chd mubn 161 dén con ctia chi, Matthew. Chau biét 15 1 ¢6 thé ¢ da mang thai ic & London. ¢6
chiing bao gid c6 mii giéng bét ky ai khic ngoai mii ciia chinh 6 4y — va chi. Philippe c6 biét khong?”

“Rat {t ngudi biét,” t6i dap nhanh.

“Hancock biét, vy thi Frangoise va Pierre ciing biét. Chéu doan Philippe chédc ciing biét r6i.” Gallowglass dimg ddy. “Vay thi chéu s& di tim cudn sach
ctia ¢ ve. Néu nd lién quan téi nhitng dra tré ctia nha de Clermont thi ching ta phdi c6 nd.”

“Rudolf's& khoa k¥ 16 lai hodc 6mno lén girong ngh cing,” Matthew du doan. “s& khong mang n6 ra khoi cung dién d& dang dau, dic biét 1 néu bon
ho da tim thay Pistorius va gi chac da ra ngoai yém bua hay lam nhiing trd ma quai roi.”

“n6i dén hoang dé Rudolf, ¢6 c6 thé bo cai vong ¢ xudng khong? Chéau ghét cai huy hiéu ddm mau 4y.”

“Rét vui long,” t6i ndi roi dura tay giat soi day chuyén ){lléng va némmon do 1oe loet d6 1én ban. “Chinh x4c thi Dong Tu Diét Rong c6 lién quan gi voi )
ngudinha de Clermont vay? Em doan chic bon ho ching phai ban beé gi vdi cac Hi€p si Lazarus, cén clt vao nhitng con ran khon kho bi 16t da va tu that

A 95

CO.

“Ching cam ghét bon anh déq chét,” Matthew thing thin néi. “Nha Driculesti khong tan thanh tAm nhin thong sudt cta cha anh vé Pao Hoi va ngudi
Ottoman, da the s€ danh do tat ca bon anh. Bang cach d6, ching c6 the thoa mén nhitng tham vong chinh tri khong kiém soat duoc ctia minh.”

“Va ching mudn tién ctia nha de Clermont,” Gallowglass nhan xét.

“Nha Drécqlesti u?” Qiong 01 mét moi. “Nhung Dracula 13 nhan vat trong truyén thuyét — ké gieo réic ndi so hi v& ma ca rong,” D6 1a truyén thuyét ctia
loai nguoi vé ma ca rong.

“Vlad Rong — ké dumg dau gia toc d6 s& ngac nhién ddy,” Gallowglass binh Iuan, “mic dit héin s& vui suwéng khi biét duoc minh dang gieo ric sw kinh hai
cho moi nguoi.”

“Dracula ctia lodi ngudi — con trai ctia Rdng ndi tiéng 13 K¢é Xién Nguoi— | hiu dué duy nhit ctia Viad,” Matthew giai thich.

“Ke Xién Nguoi la mbt théng con hoang ghé tom. May nin I gi&fhén da chét, va tat ca nhitng gi ching ta phai lo Fing 1 vé& cha hin, cac anh em ctia héin
cung nhitng tén dong minh Bathory ctia ching,” Gallowglass ¢6 phan hén ho.

“Theo nhitng ghi chép ctia loai ngudi, Dracula d4 song nhiéu thé ky, vi thé c6 thé hin vin dang song. Co chic chén i hin thit sy da chét roi khong?”
Toi hoi.

“Chau da quan sat Baldwin xé toac dAu hin ra va thiéu nd céch xa plﬁn thin xac con lai ba muroi dam Vay thi hén thue su da chét, gio thi that sy chét

101" Gallowglass nhin t6i qud trach. “c6 nén biét rd hon 14 tin vao méy cau chuyén ctia con ngudi chir. Ching chiing bao gior c6 duoc nhiéu hon mot dém
bui su thit trong d6.”

“Em nghil Benjamin ciing ¢6 mdt c4i huy hiéu rong nay. Herr Maisel d4 dura cho n6 va emnhan ra sy turong dong vé mau séc khi lin dau tién hoang dé
dua né ra.”

“Chau bao voi ta Benjamin d4 rdi Hungary rdi ma,” Matthew budc t0i cau chau trai.
“Dling a, chau thé. Baldwin da ra Iénh cho anh Ay rdi khoi hogic s& phai chiu chung s phan nhu Ké Xién Ngudi. Dang 18 chi nén nhin thiy mit nay ctia
Baldwin. Ac quy ciing s€ khong dam trai o1 anh trai chi.”
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“Ta mudn toi Nic mit troi moc, tat ca ching ta da & cach xa Praha nhét ¢6 thé,” Matthew cimg ran ndi. “C6 gi d6 rat sai lam, ta ¢ thé ngiri thdy niii ctia
110’.”

“DX ¢6 I& khong phi ¥ hay dau, chii khong biét dém nay thé ndo sa0?” Gallowglass hoi. Matthew lic dau. “LE Walpurgisnacht. Bon ho dang dot ira
mirng khap thanh pho va thiéu hinh ngm phu thity — di nhién 1a trir phi bon ho ¢6 the tim thay mdt phu thity that syr.”

“Chua o1.” Matthew lai dién cudng cao x6i méi toc. “ft nhét cac dam lra cting danh lac hudng phan ndo. Ching ta phai timra cach choc thing phong
tuyén canh gic ctia Rudolf, d6t nhdp vao khu phong riéng ciia hiin va tim cudn sach. Sau do, dii c6 ddt lira hay khong, ching ta s& ra khoi thanh phd.”

“Chiing ta 1a wearh, Matthew, néu cd ké ndo ¢ thé danh cép n6 thi chinh 13 chiing ta,” Gallowglass tur tin noi.
“s& khong d& dang nhur chau nghi dau. Ching ta ¢6 thé vao, nhung s& ra dugc khong?”

“Chau c6 thé gitip, dng Roydon oi.” Giong Jack vang Ién nhur tiéng séo du dwong, so v6i giong dm 6m nam trim ctia Gallowglass va giong nam trung ctia
Matthew. Matthew quay sang cau c6 véi thang bé.

“khong, Jack,” anh ndi kién quyét. “Chéu s& khong trom cip bat cir thir gi, nhé chura? Hon nita, chiu mdi chi toi tiu ngwa clia cung dién thoi, chau s
khong biét di dau dé timca.”

“A... sur thét thi khong han thé.” Gallowglass c6 vé khong thoai mdi. “Chau da mang thing bé t6i nha tho va Dai Sanh dé xemcac bue biém hoa chu
timg v& trén cac birc tuwong ctia Cau  Thang Céc Hicp SI Thing bé cting dén khu bep hoang cung 1di. O,” Gallowglass ndi tiép sau khi ngdm nghi thém,
“Di nhién 14 Jack ciing da t¢i khu nhét bay thi xiéc roi. s& that doc ac néu khong dé cho thing bé xem bay thi.”

“Thing bé ciing dén lu dai cing v6i t6i nira,” Pierre n6i vong vao tir ngodi cira. “Toi khong mudn mdt ngly ndo do, n6 di phiéu hru va bi lac dudng ”
“Va anh da dwa n6 di du, Pierre?” Giong Matthew lanh budt. “Phong thiét tridu, dé n6 ¢6 thé nhay nhd nhay nhio 1én ngai vang ha?”

“khong, milord. T6i da dua thing bé toi tiém 10 rén gap 6ng Hoefhagel. ” Pierre rudn théing nguoi, str dung hét mirc chiéu cao tuong d6i khiém tén dé
tron mit nhin 6ng chi minh. “Toi nght, thang bé nén cho ai d6 ¢ tai nang thure s trong finh vire nay xem nhirng bire tranh ctia nd. Ong Hoefhagel hét
strc an twong va da vé mot birc chan dung thang bé bang bt mure dé tang nd lam phan thuong,”

“Pierre ciing cho chéu dén khu phong ctia linh gac,” Jack li nhi. “D6 la noi chau ly duoc ci nay.” Tlﬁng: bé gio' len mt chum chia khoa. “Chauchi
nmuon xem con ky lan thoi, vi chau khong thé trong turong mdt con ky 1an leo 1én cac vi sao trong nhwr thé nao va nghi rang ching hin phai cé canh. The
nén 6ng Gallowglass da chi cho chau xem Cau Thang Cac Hiép Si— chau rat thich birc v& con hurou dang chay cuia 6ng, 6ng Roydon a. Linh gic dang
tro chuyén, chau khong thé hiéu hét moi thir, nlurng ho nhac téi tir einhorn, va chau nghi cé thé ho biet nd o dau, va...”

Matthew ndm Iy hai bo vai ctia Jack va khom ngudi xubng dé it ca hai gap nhau. “Chau c6 biét ho s& lam gi néu bét dugc chau khong?”” Chong t6i to
vé s¢ sét nhir mit dira bé.

Jack gat dau.
“Va viéc nhin thdy mot con ky lan déng bi danh don khong?”

“Trude day chau da bi danh 1di, nhung chau chira bao gio trong théy mdt con tht huyén thoai ca, ngoai trir con sur tir trong khu nhét thii am xiéc cia
hoang d¢, va con rong ciia ba Roydon.” Jack trong hoang hot va voi dua tay Ién bit miéng minh lai.

“Vay Ia chau cling da trong thay thir d6 42 Praha ding Ia noi i d& md mang tAm it ddy.” Matthew ding dy va chia tay ra. “Dua cho ta chia kha ndo.”
Jack mién cudng im nhu duoc bao. Matthew cti dau chao thing bé. “Ta ng chéu lAn nay, Jack.”

“Nhung chéu da 1 ngudi xiu,” Jack thi thim ndi va xoa xoa mdng nhur thé vira cam thiy sur trimg phat m Matthew n6i t6i.
“Ta thi lic ndo ciiing 1 nguoi xéu,” Matthew thi nhan. “Nhung d6i khi nhimg diéu tot dep lai dén tir d6.”

“Vang, nhung khong c6 ai dénh don ong ca,” Jack noi, vin ¢ ging dé hiéu cai thé gidi xa la, noi m nhimg nguoi dan ong trwong thanh lai ng nhimg
thang nhoc bé con va ngudi anh hing cia n6 lai khong hé hoan hao gi.

“co da chimg kién cha Matthew timg d4nh don cha 4y bang mot thanh kiém” P6i canh ctia rong lira vO nhé nhe trong Iong ngure t6i thé hién s tan thanh
lang . “Sau d6 6ng ha guc va dung Ién trén chu ay.”

“Ong 4y chéic hin phéi to 16n nhu con géu Sixtus ctia hoang dé,” Jack n6i, kinh sg trude ¥ nghii co nguoi ndo d6 ché ngu duoc Matthew.
“Ding thé dAy,” Matthew néi, gam Ién giong nhur con gu durge n6i t6i. “Quay vé giurdng ngay bay gio.”
“Nhung chéu lanh loi va nhanh nhen,” Jack van cy nyr. “Chéu c6 thé iy duoc cudn sach ctia ba Roydon ma khong dé ai trong thay minh.”

“Ta ciing c6 thé lam vdy, Jack,” Matthew hira.
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skkk
Matthew va Gallowglass tir cung dién tré' vé, nguoi day mau, dat ban, bd hong — va mang theo Ashmole 782.

“anh Ry dugc n6 roil” Toi la én. Annie va ti vin dang doi ¢ tang mdt. Ching ti & déng gdi hanh Iy trong cée tli xéch nhd véi nhitng mén do thiét yéu
cho chuyén di.

Matthew md bia sach ra. “Ba trang dau tién da bién mét.”

Cudn sach m5i mﬁy ﬁéng trude con nguyén ven, glo da bi pha hong, cac van tu chay loan trén trang glﬁy Téi du dinh, khi n6 da ndm trong tay chiing toi,
s€ dung cac ngon tay lu6t trén chir cai va ky hiéu dé xac dinh y nghia cta n6. Nhung gior thi khong thé boi ngay khi dau ngén tay t6i cham vao trang
sach, cac tir ngir tia ra khap cac hudng.

“Bon anh tim thiy Kelley & cling cudn sach, hin dang khom ngudi trén nd va ngén nga hat nhu mot gi dién.” Matthew ngimg mot chit. “Cubn séch i
ay dang n6i chuyén dap lai.”

“Chii n6i that ddy thura ¢6, chau ciing nghe thiy, niic dui chéng hiéu gi.”
“Vay cudn sach thire s dang song,” t6i Jim bim.
“Va ciing thét sur da chét nira,” Gallowglass n6i, cham vao bia boc. “N6 1 mot thir ma quy dong thoi ciing ddy quyén nang.”

“Khi Kelley phét hién ra bon anh, hén ra sirc kéu gao va bét du xé céc trang sach ra. Linh gac da 4p vao trude khi anh kip t6i chd hiin, nén anh phéi lyra
chon gitra cuon sach va Kelley.” Matthew ngdp ngirng, “anh d lam dung phai khong?”’

“Em nghii vy,” t6i noi. “Khi em tim thiy cudn sach & anh, n6 da bi hong rdi. Nhung c6 18 tim céc trang séch bo trbn kia trong twong lai s& d& dang hon
bay gi0.” Phuong tién tra ctru hién dai va cac danh muc thu vién s€ 1a su trg gitip to 1on vi t6i biet minh dang tim kiém céi gi.

“Mién 14 cac trang sach chura bi pha hity,” Matthew néi. “Néu truong hop d6 xay ra...”

“Vay thi ching ta s& khong bao gidr biét durgc toan b bi mét ciia cudn séch. Cho du thé di nita, phong thi nghi¢m hién dai ctia anh ¢6 th tiét 10 tir nhimg
gi con lai, d€ ta biet duogc nhicu dieu hon ching ta tudng tuong lic mdi bat dau cude truy ing ndy.”

“Vaylaemda san sang dé tré vé 4?” Matthew hoi, mot tia sang loe Ién trong miét nhung anh da Amn6 diu di mdt cach nhanh chong. La sy phén khich
u? Hay khiép so?

Toéi gat dau. “Pén lic r61.”
sk

Ching t6i bo chay khoi Praha dudi anh sang cta nhing déng lira hoi. Vao dip & Walpurgisnacht, cac sinh vat dong dao ctia ching t6i con dang Jan trdn,
ho khong mudn bi dam ngudi dn choi ché chén bit gip, dé phong trudng hop bong nhan ra minh bi ném Ién gian hoa thiéu lic ndo khong biét.

Nudc Bién Bég lanh cng nén chi thuyén bé di lai duoc, bang tan mia xuan d pha v 1op bang d4 & cang. Tau thuyén dang roi bén dén anh, thé nén
ching t6i c6 thé bat mdt con thuyen di ma khong bi tri hoan gi. Du vy, khi ching t61 roi khoi bo bién chau Au, thoi tiet lai mura bao.

Du6i boong thuyén, t6i tim thdy Matthew dang nghién ciru cudn séch. anh da phét hién ra né dugc khu lai bang nhimg soi toc dai.

“Dieu,” anh Aim bam, “thir ndy c6 thé chira khong biét bao nhiéu thong tin di truyén nhi?”” Trude khi t6i kip ngiin lai, anh da cham dau ngon tay tt vao
lurdi, va roi cac giot mu trit xuong tir mai toc ctia dira bé & trang sach dau tién.

“Matthew!” T6i hoang hét thot lén.

“DXing nhur anh ngh, trong mure ¢6 mAu. Néu thé thi anh ¢6 co s¢ déng tin @& doan ring, 14 vang va bac trén nhitng bure tranh minh hoa ny dwoc am tir
xuong cua cac sinh vat khac nguoi.”

Con thuyén trong tranh dudi gié khién da day t6i ciing chao dao theo. Khi ti trai qua con say song, Matthew 6m t6i trong vong tay, cudn sach nim giita
hai chiing t6i, hoi hé md va nhitng dong van ban dang tim kiém cho ctia chiing theo dung trét tur.

“Ching minh da am gj thé nay?” Téi thi thim.

“Ching minh da tim thiy Cay Doi va Cudn Sach Cude Song, duge gbi tron trong mot thir.” Matthew 4p ma In tc toi.

“Khi Peter Knox ndi véi em, cudn sach hru gii tat ca nhimg c4u thin chi khoi ngudn ciia phi thity, em da bao hin ta dién. Em da khong tudng tuong

ndi 101 t6i cham vao cuon sach. “Nhung cuon sach nay con chira dung nhieu

1di, ¢6 ai lai ngu ngde dén mirc dat qua nhidu tri thirc vao mdt noi nhur thé.”
hon thé - va chiing ta van khong biét tir nglr trong d6 ndi gi. Néu nd roi nham vao tay ké xau o thoi dai ciia ching ta. ..’

“N6 ¢6 thé duge ding dé hity diét tit ca ching ta.” Matthew noi ndt.
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T6i ngude 1én nhin anh. “Vay ching ta s& im gi véi né ddy? Mang n6 vé tuong lai cling chiing ta hay dé n6 lai day?”
“anh khong biét, mon coeur.” anh 6m tbi sat lai gan hon, bop nghet di tiéng gi6 bao khind quét vao than thuyén.

“Nhung c6 thé cudn sach nay nim giit chia khoa cho tit ca thic méic ctia anh.” Téi ngac nhién ring, giy ddy, Matthew c6 thé tach né ra dé biét n6 chira
dung nhiing gi bén trong,

“khong phai tat ca,” anh n6i. “C6 mdt cau hoi chi duy nhit emmdi ¢6 thé tra Ioi.”

“La gi co?” Toi cau may hoi.

“Em say séng hay c6 mang vay?”” Anh méit Matthew niing né va déy bao nhur bau troi ngoai kia, cing v6i nhiing tia chdp Ioe n sang nc.
“anh biét rd hon em m.” Chiing t6i m tinh mdi chi ¢ mAy ngiy trude nhung ngay sau d6, toi nhan ra kinh nguyét ctia minh bj cham.

“anh khong trong thiy dtra bé trong méu cua emhayyﬁn chua nghe thiy nhip tim ctia n6, chi nhan thiy mii hwong ctia em ¢6 su thay d6i. anh nhé n6 tir
lan cudi ciing ay. Em khong thé nao c6 thai hon vai tuan dugc.”

“Em da nghi, minh mang thai s& khién anh vui vé hon viéc giit rit quyén sach & bén canh anh co.”

“C6 & céc cAu hoi ciia anh khong can 104 gidi dép khén cép nhur anh tong” BE chimg minh quan diém cta minh, Matthew dit cudn sach xudng san,
khut khoi tm nhin. “anh da nghii, né s& cho anh biét minh 1 ai v tai sao anh lai & ddy. C6 18 anh da biét ri.”

Toi doi anh giai thich.

“Sau tit ca nhitng viéc tim kiém va tra ciru, anh phat hién ra ring, anh van luon i chinh anh: Matthew de Clermont. mdt ngudi chong. mdt ngudi cha.
mdt ma ca rong, Va anh ¢ day vi mt Iy do duy nhat: B¢ lam nén mdt sy khac biét.”

Ban dang doc truyén Mdr Mdé Phu Thiy dugc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Chuwong 33

Peter Knox di chuyén [t Iéo dé tranh nhimg viing mrdc dong trong san tda Tu Vién Strahov ¢ Praha. hin ta dang trong chuyén chu du vao mia xuin
hang ndm, di mbt vong quanh cac thu vién ¢ ving trung tam va Pong Au. Khi mirc du khach va hoc gia it nhét, Knox di hét kho chira cii ki nay i kho
chira cii ki khac de dambao khong ¢6 i ro gi xuAt hién trong mudi hai thang qua c6 thé 1 nguyén nhan giy nén réc rdi cho Dai Hoi Dong hay cho
chinh hén. Trong mdi thur vién, hén c6 mdt nguoi dua tin dang tin cdy, mot nhan vién c6 i tri du cao dé c6 quyén tr do dén gan cac cudn sach va co
thu, nhung khong qua cao dé sau do co thé dua ra yéu ciu chdng ddi voi nhimg thanh vién dirc cao vong trong ctia thr vién, na chi don gian 1. .. bién
mat mii méi.

Knox thurong xuyén tién hanh nhimg chuyén viéng thiim nhur thé nay, ké tir khi héin hoan thanh hoc vi tién si va bt dau m viée cho Pai Hoi Pong. Rat
nhiéu thir 44 thay d6i ké tir Thé Chién IT va cu tric diéu hanh ciia Dai Hoi Dng ciing da diéu chinh dé theo kip thoi dai. Cling voi cude cach mang giao
thong van tai vao thé ky mudi chin, tau hoa va dudng bd dura dén mdt phong cach cai quan méi, mbi loai tir kiém soat ddng loai ctia minh chir khong
phai gidm sét theo Vi tri dia Iy nita. Diéu d6 nghiia 1 6 rat nhidu chuyén di xa va thur tir viét tay, ca hai hinh thirc déu c6 thé duoc thue hién trong Ky
Nguyén Hoi Nude. Philippe de Clermont d (g dung hién dai hoa vao hoat dong diéu hianh ctia Pai Hoi Dong, niic dit Knox van nghi ngd sudt mot
thoi gian dai rang, Phillippe lim thé 1 dé bao vé cac bi mit clia ma ca rong hon I thiic day sur tién b.

R&i sau do, cac cude chién tranh thé giéi im gian doan thong tin ién lac va mang ludi giao thong, Pai Hoi Dong quay trd lai véi cach thirc hoat dong cil
Tinh thé d6 pha vy thé gioi thanh nhiéu 14t it hop 1y hon 1 dé timg vimg theo ddi chéo mdt ca nhan cy thé ndo d6 bitd céo 1 ¢ hanh vi sai trai. khong
aidam dé nghi mit sy thay di triét dé nhur vay khi Philippe con séng, May mén thay, ngudi dimg dAu tién nhiém cta nha de Clermont khong con quanh
quan & d6 dé chdng dbi nira. Mang internet va e-mail de doa s& khién cho nhig chuyén di nhur thé nay trd nén khong can thiét, nhung Knox thich
truyén théng,

Tai mat cai cdm ctia Knox & Thu Vién Strahov | mot ngudi dan 6 6ng trung nién c6 tén Pavel Skovajsa. Toan than 6ng ta rat mot mau ndu, tréng nhu to
gidy & mau, deo mdt cap kinh tir thdi Cong San ma dng ta nhit quyét khong thay, mic du khong 16 sur ¢b chap mien cudng 4y 1a vi Iy do lich str  hay tinh
camca nhan. Nhu thuong i€, hai nguoi dan 6ng gap nhau 6 nha mdy bia cua tu vién, noi dat nhimg chiéc bé chira bang dong phat ra anh sang yéu 6t va
Jam ra mdt loai bia miu ho phach tuyét héo, dugc dat theo tén ctia Thanh Norbert, ngudi dd an nghi & mdt noi gan do.

Nhung ndim nay, Skovajsa da thye sy tim thdy mot thir gi do.

“P6 1a mot 14 thir bang tiéng Do Théi cd,” Skovajsa ha giong thi thdm trén dién thoai. Ong ta nghi ngd cong nghé moi, khong c6 dién thoai camtay va
ghét cay ghét déing e-mail. D6 14 Iy do ong ta dugc thué dé lam viée trong phong luu tri, noi ma phong céch tiép can vdi tri thirc ctia 6ng ta s& khong im
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chdm tién trinh hudng t6i hién dai hoa cta thu vién.

“Tai sa0 Ong lai thi th thi thm thé h Pavel?” Knox bue boi hoi. Réc rdi duy nhét voi Skovajsa 1 o ta thich nghi minh | mdt gidn diép dugc deo got
tir bang da ctia thoi ky Chién Tranh Lanh. Két qua 1a 130 hoi c6 chit hoang tudng,

“Bai vi t6i d tach roi mdt quyén sach ra dé léi}{ duoc no, ai d6 da gidu nd bén dudi nhirng trang cudi ctng & ban in cuén De Arte Cabalistica cia
Johannes Reuchlin,” Skovajsa gii thich, sw phan khich cua ldo tang lén. Knox nhin déng ho deo tay, con qua sémnén o chéc chura noc ca phé. “Ong
phai dén day ngay. N6 d¢€ cép dén gid kim thuat va ngudi dan 6ng xir anh d6 lam viéc cho RudolfTI. C6 I nd quan trong day.”

Knox sip 1én chuyén bay ké tiép roi khoi Berlin. Va gior thi Skovajsa da 161 hén dén mdt cin phong u am, cau ban, dudi tang trét ctia thur vién, dugc
chicu sang bang doc mdt bong dén tran leo Lt.

“C6 noi ndo thoi mai hon dé ching ta ban cong viée khong?”” Knox hoi, mét nhin chiéc ban kim loai (ciing tir thdi Cong Sén) véi vé nghi ngai. “D6 1a
mon ragu a?” hin chi vao mdt vét ban dinh trén mit ban.

“Tai vach mach rimg, san nha ciing c6 mit ddy.” Skovajsa chiii vét ban bang vién chiéc 4o len ndu ctia lio. “O day chiing ta an toan hon. Ngdi di, dé toi
mang la thu t6i cho 6ng.”

“Ca cudn sach nira,” Knox n6i coc 1dc. Skovajsa quay lai, ngac nhién trude giong diéu ciia hin.

“Véng, di nhién rdi, ca cudn sach nira.”

“D6 khong phai la Ngh¢ Thuat ctia Kabbalah,” Knox ndi khi Skovajsa quay tro lai. Mbi ltic trdi qua,’lﬁ'ln cang ltc cang buc boi hon. Cubn sach cua
Johannes Reuchlin mong va trang nhd, vat ky quai nay phai c6 t61 gan tam tram trang. Khi dép n6 xudng ban, lyc tac dong rung sudt tir trén xubng duoi
chan chiéc ban kim loai.

“khéng hz?m thé,” Skovajsa chéng ché noi. “N6 1 cudn De Arcanis Catholicae Veritatis ctia Galatino, nhung phan Reuchlin viét ¢6 trong d6.” Cach tiép
cén chi tiét va chinh xac cac thu muc 1a mdt trong nhitng can bénh tham can ctia Knox.

“Trang tira dé sach c6 nhirng loi dé ting bang tiéng Do Thai C6, La tinh va tleng Phap.” Skovajsa It toang trang bia cubn sach. Vi ching ¢6 gi chbng 4o
cho gay ctia cudn sach I6n nay, nén Knox khong ngac nhién khi nghe thdy mot tiéng ric xui xéo. hén nhin Skovajsa velo ling. “Pimg lo,” nhan vién ky
cru Jim cong viée bao quan sach trin an hin, “nd khong ndm trong danh myc. T6i chi phat hién ra nd vi nd duoc xep canh mdt ban in khac trén gia ctia

chiing t6i thoi. Cudn sach d6 chuén bi dugc dua ra dé dong lai. C6 & n6 luu lac dén day do nhdm Bn khi cic cubn sach cta chiing t6i dugc mang tro lai
vao nim 1989.”

Knox nghiém tic kiém tra trang dé twa va nhitng oi dé tang ctia no.

2177 TR 2079 2297 PROY VT V2 m0p W

Genesis 4927

Beniamin lupus rapax mane comedet pracdam et vespere

dividet spolia.

Benjamin est un loup qui déchire; au matin il dévore Ia

proie, et sur le soir il partage le butin.

“D6 | mdt ban tay gia nua, dung khong nhi? Va chii nhin ctia né 13 rang rit ¢ gido duc,” Skovajsa noi.

“Benjamin s& cdn x¢é nhur mdt con soi: budi sang hén s& nubt chimg con mdi, con ban dém hén s& chia ctia cudp duoc,” Knox ngimnga doc va khong
thay nhitng van tho nay c6 gi lién quan voi De Arcanis. Tac pham ctia Galatino 1 phat dan khai hoa cho cude chién ctia Nha Tho Cong Gido chong lai
dao than bi cta nguoi Do Thai — cling cude chién tranh d6 da dan toi viée thicu huy sach, cac thi tye tham tra va nhimg cudc san ling phu thity vao thé
ky murdi sau. Pia vi qﬁa Galatino c6 dugc nho vao 1oi tya clia 6ng ta:rXem xét cac bi mat vé su thé}t cua vi try. Nhan viéc cao hirng nhao nefm~ tu duy,
Galatino tranh lun rang, nguoi Do Thai du doan dugc cac gio thuyet Ki T gido va nghién ctru vé phep than thong c6 thé giap cho nhiing nd lyc cia
Thién Chua gido nham chuyén doi ngudi Do Thai sang dire tin chan chinh.

“C6 I& tén chi nhan ctia cufm sach nay la Benjamin?”” Skovajsa ngodi nhin qua vai va chuyér} cho Knox mt t&p tai libu. Knox vui mirng thiy no khong bi
déng dau TUYET MAT bang chir cai do. “Va day 1a la thu. Toi khong biet tiéng Do Thai 6, nhung cai tén Edwardus Kellacus va gia kim thuét —
alchymia — dugc vict bang tieng La tinh.”

Knox lit trang sach ra. héin dang ndm mo, hén phai thé roi. La thu nay dé ngay ming hai thang Elul 5369 — tirc ngay 1 thang Chin ndm 1609 theo nién
lich Cong Gido. Va nd duoc ky tén Yehuda ben Bezalel, mdt ngudi dan 6ng duge biet dén nhicu nhat dudi cai tén Rabbi Judah Loew.

“Ong biét tiéng Hebrew phai khong?”” Skovajsa noi.

“Dung thé.” Lan niy dén It Knox thi thim. “Dung thé,” hén kp lai manh mé hon va nhin chim cham vao 14 thur.
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“Vay 42" Skovajsa ndi sau gin mt phit im Bing tri qua. “N6 n6i gi vay?”

“Cé vé nhur mdt ngudi Do Thai & Praha da gip Edward Kelley va dang viét thu cho mdt nguoi ban dé ké vé chuyén d6.” D6 I s that — theo mot cach
ndo day.

“Chu chic cude séng dai lau va binh yén cho anh, Benjamin, con trai ctia Gabriel, ban yéu dAu,” Rabbi Loew viét.

skoksk

T6i da nhan duoc thur ctia anh giri tir thanh phd noi t6i chon nhau cét rén véi niém vui mimg khon ta. Poznan hop voi anh hon Hungary, noi ching c6 gi
chd doi ngoai s thong khd. Mic du toi B mdt 6ng o, nhung I thur ctia anh d goi lai cho t0i mdt cach 16 rang nhig sur kién ky la xay ra vao mia
xuAn ndm 5351, khi Edwardus Kellaeus, nha nghién ctru gia kim thuat va 1 stng than ctia hoang dé, dén gip toi. héin ta mé sang 1ai nhai vé mdt ngudi
dan 6ng ma hén da giét va chuyén linh gic ciia hoang dé chéing miy chdc s& bét hin vi t6i giét ngudi va muru phan. hén da tién doan trude vé cai chét cia
minh va gio khoc, “t6i s& bi day doa nhur thién thén roi vao dia nguc.” hén ciing ndi vé& cudn sach ma anh dang tim kiém, thir bi danh cép tir hoang dé
Rudolf, nhwr anh da biét. P6i khi Kellaeus goi nd 11 Cubn Sach Sang Thé va ¢6 Iic i Cubn Sach Cude Song Kellacus khoc sudt mudt, noi rang tan thé
dang ¢ trude it  ching ta. hén cir nhéc di nhéc lai nhitng cau quai g0, ching han nhu “Tét ca bat dau tir sy thiéu ving va ndi thém khat,” “Tét ca bét
dAu voi méu va ndi so hii,” “Tét ca bat dau voi mt kham pha vé loai phi thiy,” va cir n6i nii.

Trong su dién loan, thAm chi, Kellacus d2 x¢ diba trang tir Cudn Sach Cude Séng nay, trude khind bi léiy di & chd hoang dé. hin da dé lai mot trang
cho ti. Kellaeus ciing khong ké cho t6i biét, ai 1 ngwoi hin da tang nhimng trang sach kia mé chi n6i mdt cach khé hiéu vé thién thin chét choc cing
thién than sy sdng, Than 6i, t6i khong biét cubn séch gids & noi ndo, t6i ciing khong con giit trang séch xé ra tir d6 niva ma da tang cho Abraham be Elijah
dé bao quan n6 an toan. Ong Ay da chét trong trén dich hach va trang séch c6 thé da mét vinh vién. Ngudi duy nhét c6 thé hé 16 anh sang bi mét nay
chinh 14 ngudi tao ra anh. C6 1€ himg thi chiva lai cudn sach bi hu hong ndy ciia anh s& mo rong thanh viée chira lanh nhing thiéu st trong di truyén noi
gidng cia anh, gitip anh ¢4 thé tim thiy sur binh yén bén nguoi Cha da cho anh cuge song va hoi thé. Cau Chua canh giit cho linh hon anh, giri téi anh
Jong yéu mén tir ngudi ban Yehuda ciia thanh phd thin thanh Praha, con trai ctia Bezalel, ngiy 2 thang Elul 5369.

“P6 I tt ca u?” Skovajsa ndi sau mit khoang ngimg that lau. “N6 chi n6i vé mdt cude gip mit thoi u?”

“y& ban chit 12 thé.” Knox lam mdt loa,t tinh toan chép phoémg trén mat sau cua tap thu muc. Loew chét nﬁm 1609, Kelley, dén thim ong ta vao muoi
tam nam truede, mia xudn ndm 1591. han luc tim ti 4o Ay dién thoai va nhin vao man hinh véi vé ghé tom. “O day khong bat duge song a?”

“Ching ta dang & dudi long dat,” Skovajsa ndi, nhin vai chi vé phia miy birc twong day chiic chin. “Vay & t6i da ding khi ké voi ong v thir ndy a?”
Lao iimmbi vé chd mong,

“Ong Bm t6t im, Pavel. Toi s& iy burc thu nay va quyén sach.” Chiing I nhirng mon duy nhét Knox ly di tir th vién Strahov.
“Tét thoi. Toi nghi né xtmg dang véi thoi gian ciia 6ng, nhig thir & cap dén gia kim thuat.” Pavel cuoi nhin nho.

Chuyén xay ra tiép theo thit dang tiéc. Skovajsa thit bat hanh, sau nhiéu nam cm try, khong thanh cong trong viée tim duoc thir déng gia cho Knox, chi
bang vai tiéng thi thamva mdt cir chi nho, Knox da chic chén rang, Pavel s& khong bao gios ¢6 thé chia s¢ nhirng gi Ao da thiy voi mdt sinh vét khéc
nira. Knox khong giét o vi nhing Iy do dao dirc va tinh cam. Giét choc 1 phan tmg ctia mt ma ca rong, nhur hén biét tir viée tim thiy Gillian
Chamberlain bi dung dimg tra vao cira phong hén tai khach san Randolph mila thu vira roi. La mot phi thity, don gian, hén chi viée tha cho cuc mau
dong d an sin trong bip diii Skovajsa tw do di chuyén én trén niio ctia o mot khi & do, nd s& gy ra mit con dot quy. s& mat vai gior trude khi co
ngudi tim thiy o, va khi d6 thi da qua mudn dé c6 két qua tot anh.

Knox quay trd \{é clf) chiéc 6 t6 da thué cing voi cudn sach sanh ngang v6i kinh thénh va 14 thur duoc kep chét an toan dudi canh tay. Khi da di dén du
xa khéi nhitng rac 161 ¢ Strahov, han tap vao vé duong va lay 4 thu ra bang hai ban tay run lay bay.

Moi diéu Pai Hoi Pong blét vé cudn sach bi 4n ctia khoi nguyén — Ashmole 782 — i dya trén nhitng méu manh mo1 nhu the ndy, bét cir phét hién m6i
nao déu Am ting thém rat nhiéu hiéu biét cho bon ho. Va la thur nay con chira dung nhiéu hon mdt doan miéu ta ngan gon vé cubn sach cling vai manh
mdi ip p mo mo vé sy quan trong ctia nd. O ddy ¢6 tén tudi, ngly thang va mot tiét 16 dang kinh ngac ring, cudn sich Diana Bishop da xem & Oxford
3 bi thét lac mét ba trang,

Knox xem ludt qua la thur mot lé.n nira. ha?'}n mudn biét nhiéu hon nita — dé chit loc moi thong tin hitu ich tiém &n tir n6. Ién ndy, nhirng cau tir chic ‘chén
14 & nghia: thicu sot trong di truyén noi giong cta anh; nguoi Cha da cho anh cude song va hoi the; ngudi tao ra anh. Lan dau tién doc, Knox cho rang
Loew dang n6i vé Chuia, nhung dén Ian thir hai, han di dén mdt két luéin hoan toan khac. Knox nhac dién thoai va bam mot con s6 duy nhat.

“Ol]j.”

“Ai 1a Benjamin be Gabriel?”” Knox héi dop ngay.

mot khodng im Iing hoan toan.

“Chao Peter,” giong Gerbert xtr Aurillac c{it Ién. Ban tay ranh rdi cta Knox co lai thanh ndm dém trude 101 dap tra on ton kia — phan tmg qua diéq hinh
doi voi nhitng ma ca rong trong Dai Hoi Pong, Ching ndi chuyén vé sy chan thanh va hgp tac, nhung ching da song qua lau va biet qua nhiéu. Giong
nhu tat ca nhitng con da thi san moi, ching khong hé vui vé khi chia sé nhitng miéng mdi san duoc.
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“Benjamin ngau nghién nhur mdt con séi. Toi biét Benjamin ben Gabriel i mot ma ca rong, hin 1 ai?”

“Chéng quan trong dau.”

“Ong biét chuyén gi d3 xay ra ¢ Praha vao nim 1591 khong?” Knox ging hoi.

“Rét nhiéu chuyén, nhung 6ng ban khong thé hy vong toi thudt lai timg sur kién, nhu mot thiy gido day lich str duoc.”

Knox nghe thiy mot sy rung dong nhe trong giong noi cuia Gerbert, diéu ma chi ngudi hiéu 16 g ma ca rong m6i ndm bét dwoc. Gerbert, tén ma ca rong
dang kinh khong bao gir 15 11, dang bon chon lo Fing,

“Tro ly cua tién si Dee, Edward Kelley, da c6 mit ¢ thanh phé nay ndm 1591.”
“Ching ti d biét chuyén ndy trude ddy. DO 1 sy that. Dai Hoi Dong timg tin réng, Ashmole 782 ¢6 thé ndm trong thur vién ctia Dee, nhung ti da gip
Edward Kelley ¢ Praha, khi nhimg nghi ngt 6 lan dau duoc khoi 1én vao mia xuin ndm 1586. Tien st Dee ¢6 mot cuon sach day nhing hinh anh nhung

16 khong phai cua ching ta. Sau do, ching t6i da Jan theo moi thir ¢6 xudt xir tir thur vién ctia Dee dé chic chian. Nhw vay, Elias Ashmole khong s& hitu
cuon co thur thong qua Dee hay Kelley.”

“Ong sai 161, Kelley da ¢ cudn sach vao thing Namnam 1590.” Knox ngirmg mot chit. “Va hin da xé nd. Cudn sach Diana Bishop thiy ¢ Oxford da
bi that lac ba trang,”

“Ong biét g khong Peter?” Gerbert lanh Ring hoi.

“Ong biét gi ha Gerbert?” Knox khong thich g3 ma ca rong ndy, nhung bon ho | dong minh da nhiéu nam. Ca hai gi dan 6ng déu hiéu ring, mdt bién cb
thay di lon sdp xay ra cho thé giéi. Hau qua 14 s& c6 ngudi thiing ké thua, khong ké ndo mubn bi gat ra ngoai.

“Benjamin be Gabriel i con trai ctia Matthew Clairmont,” Gerbert mién cudng noi.

“Con trai han?” Knox diéng ngudi lip lai. Benjamin de Clermont khong nim trén bang pha hé ma ca rong trau trudt ndo ma Pai Hoi Dong hru gi.
“Plng, nhung Benjamin da chéi bo dong méau ctia minh. D6 khong phai chuyén ma mot ma ca rong im duge mot cach nhe nhang dau, vi cac thanh vién
con lai ctia gia toc c6 thé giét chét hén dé bao vé nhitng bi mét cta ho. Matthew da cam bat ctr ngudi de Clermont ndo tude doat sy sdng ciia con trai

hén va khong ai con thiy tung tich ctia Benjamin ké tir thé ky mudi chin, khi héin bién mét & Jerusalem.”

Doan két da vurot ra khoi thé gioi ctia Knox. Matthew Clairmont khong dugc phép c6 Ashmole 782, khong thé - néu nd niim it toan b tri thire cot 1oi
nhat cta loai phu thiy.

“Vay thi chiing ta sép phai tlmhz“m 101, Knox ndi dirt khodt, “boi vi theo nhur 14 thur niy, Edward Kelley d& xé ra ba trang sach. mot trang héin ting
Rabbi Loew, nguoi da chuyén no cho mdt ké nao day tén Abraham be Elijah ctia Chelm.”

“Abraham be Elijah mot thoi timg 1 mot phi thity rat quyén ning. Loai cac ong khong biét gi vé lich str ctia chinh minh sa0?”’

“Ching t6i biét ring khong duroc tin twong ma ca rong, Toi ludn gat bo dinh kién d6 coi n6 nhu thoi dao dire gia, nhung khong phai 1a lich str, gios toi
khong dam chic nira.” Knox ngirmg mot lat. “Loew di bao Benjamin hoi xin sur gilip d& cua cha han. T6i biét nha de Clermont dang gidu giém diéu gi
d6. Chiing ta phai tim ra Benjamin de Clermont va khién héin néi cho ching ta biét nhirg gi hén — va cha han — biét vé Ashmole 782.”

“Benjamin de Clermont & mdt g trai tré thit thurdng, bi hanh ha kho s6vi ciing ciin bénh mi chi géi Louisa clia Matthew méc phai.” Ma ca rong goi né
lé~bénh cuﬁng’métu, va Dai‘ Hoi Pong ban khodn liéu can bénh nay q(’) phép ndo lién quan to1 con bénh méi dang hanh ha loai ma ca rong hay khong — n6
dan t6i cai chét ctia rat nhiéu sinh vat mau nong sau khi cac ma ca rong that bai trong no lire tao ra ma ca rong moi.

“Néu thit sy ¢6 ba trang sach bi mét tir Ashmole 782, thi chiing ta s& tim thiy ching ma khong can s gitip d& ctia hiin, cch do s& tot hon.”

“khong, da dén Itic loai ma ca rdng phai mang cac bi mat cia ching ra 101 Knox biét thanh cong hay thét bai ciia ké hoach ¢o I& phu thuge ca vao cai
nhanh khong vimg. chic ctia cay pha hé nha de Clermont nay. hén nhin I4 thur lan nita. Loew ndi 1o ring ong ta khong chi mubn Benjamin chita lnh cudn
sach ma con ca mbi quan hé voi gia dinh hin. Matthew Clairmont ¢6 thé biét vé vu nay nhiéu hon 1 ching timg nghi ngo.

“Toi cho I 6ng s& mudn di ngwroc thoi gian t6i Praha thoi Rudolphine ngay bdy g dé tim kiém Edward Kelley,” Gerbert gim gir, ¢6 kim mdt tiéng tho
dai ndn nong. Loai phu thity ¢ the rat boc dong,

“Nguoc lai 1a khac, t6i s€ t6i Sept-Tours.”

Gerbert cudi khiy. Gy séng g6 6 lau dai ctia gia toc de Clermont B ¥ twéng con nure cudi hon quay trd vé& qua khi.

“Chuyén d6 dir c6 hip dan dén miy cling chang khon ngoan chit ndo. Baldwin miéit nhim mét m6 cho qua chi vi mbi bt hoa gitta hin va Matthew.”
Theo nhu Gerbert con nhd, chién hroc that bai duy nhat cia Philippe day 1a viéc trao dong tu Hi€p SiThanh Lazarus cho Matthew chir khong phai nguoi
con trai 16n van luén nghi dugc quyén thira ke vi tri ay. “Hon nita, Benjamin khong con coi ban than la mdt ngudi nha de Clermont — va nha de Clermont
khong tin hén 1a mdt trong s6 ching. Sept-Tours mdi 1a noi cuoi cling ching ta nén tim han.”
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“Theo nhu tit ca nhing gi ching ta biét, Matthew de Clermont da c6 duoc mit trong cac trang sach bi mét tir nhiéu thé ky nay. Cubn sach khong co tac
dung gi vi chiing ta néu nd khong hoan chinh. Hon nita, da dén lic ma ca rong do phai tra gia cho nhimng i 16i ctia héin — va cho ¢4 cha me hén nira.”
Bon chiing phai ctng nhau chiu trach nhiém cho cai chét ctia hing ngan phi thity. Hay dé loai ma ca rdng lo viéc xoa diu Baldwin. Cong Iy da dumg vé
phia Knox.

“Puing quén toi 16i ctia nguoi tinh hiin,” Gerbert i, giong o hin hoc. “Téi d4 mat Julliette. Diana Bishop no t6i mot sy song ma a da tude di.”

“Vay la ong s& gitip 6177 Bing cach nio thi Knox chéing quan tim, hdn s& dan mot nhom phi thity bat ngd dot kich tin cong nha de Clermont hing héu
trude cudi tuan ndy, cho du cd su giup do ciia Gerbert hay khong,

“Phai,” Gerbert mién cudng dong y. “Ong biét ddy, bon ching déu tu hop Ve do ca, phu thiy, ma ca rong, thim chi con ¢6 vai yéu tinh nira. Ching tur
20i 1 Pai Hoi Pong Ngim. Marcus da giri mot thong diép t6i cac ma ca rong ¢ Pai Hoi Dong yéu cu bii bo higp ude.”

“Nhitng diéu do c6 nghia . ..”
“Tén thé ctia ching ta,” Gerbert n6i ndt hd han.
Ban dang doc truyén Mt Ma Phi: Thizy duoc tai mién phi tai WWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuong 34

“Nguoi lim ta thit vong!”

mot chiée giay Damask lua mau d6 phong qua khong trung. Matthew nghiéng dAu tranh 1 kip, chiéc gidy suot qua tai anh va vao chiéc ban dit md hinh céc
thién thé 1am bang d4 quy, rdi nim yén trén san nha. Hai vong tron lién dong ctia khdi cAu xoay tit vong quanh céc thién thé ¢ dinh ctia ching

“Ta mubn Kelley, d6 ngu. Thay vao do, ta lai nhan duoc sir gia cua hoang dé, ké ké voi ta vé nhing sai Jim thiéu khon ngoan ciia ngwoi. Khi hén yéu
cAu gip ta vAn con chura dén tam gid va mt troi thi vira méi 16 rang” Elizabeth Tudor khé s6 vi dau ring nén cang chiing cai thién duoc tinh khi ctia ba
ta. Ba ta phong mot bén ma dé lam diu di con dau ring him va mit miy nhéin nhd. “Con ngwoi da & dau? Bo tré lai trede mit ta ma khong thém quan
tam téi sy dau don ta phai chiu dung.”

mdt ngudi dep miét xanh bude 1én dang cho nir hoang bé ha mdt miéng vai tim dau 6 u. Mii cay ndng trong can phong da bi mot ching Matthew dang
s0i suc ngay bén canh t6i ap dao. Elizabeth can thin dit miéng vai gitta mé va nuéu ring. Nguoi phy nit kia di ra, chiéc vay dai miu xanh quén quanh
mét ¢4 chan cta nang ta - sic mau lac quan cho mot ngay thang Nam nhiéu miy nhur thé nay, nhu thé nang hy vong mia hé mau dén Cén phong trong
tda thap bon tang 6 cung dién Greenwich c6 tAm nhin 1ong bao quat khap dong song xam xi, Vung dat day bun ban va bau troi van vii ctia nurde anh.
Meic dui ¢6 nhiéu cira s6 nhung 4nh sang bang bac vao budi som nay van ching xua tan dugc bau khong khi nang né ctia cin phong ndy, noi cac do
ding ndi that mang day nét nam tinh va phong cach nha Tudor. Nhitng chit c4i d4u tén duoc khic trén tran nha — mdt chit H va mot chit A bén xoén
vao nhau, chit viét tit ctia Henry VIII va Anne Boleyn — cho thiy ciin phong nay da durgc trang hoang vao khoang thdi gian Elizabeth sinh ra, nhung
hiém khi dugc sir dung tir ngiy do.

“Co I8 ching ta nén nghe 6ng Roydon ndi trurde khi nguoi ném cailo mure do,” William Cecil 6n ton goi y. Cénh tay Elizabeth khyung lai, nhung ba ta
khong dé mon do kim loai niing trich 4y xudng,

“Chiing than c6 tin tirc ciia Kelley,” toi bt dau kén tiéng, hy vong gitip ich dugc phan nao.

“Chiing ta khong can y kién ctia ba, ba Roydon a,” nit hoang nuréc anh cde can néi. “Giong nhur ¢4m dan ba trong virong triéu clia ta, ba chang ¢ chit
Ié phép, doan trang no ca. Neu ba muon hru lai Greenwich v6i chong hon 1 bi giri vé Woodstock d6 ctia minh, thi hity khon ngoan bat chude theo hinh
mau ctia ba Throckmorton day. Ba ta khdng ndi mdt 1oi ndo trir phi duoe lénh.”

Ba Throckmorton liéc nhin Walter, nguoi dang dimg canh Matthew. Chiing t0i gip anh ta trén cu thang dAn t6i phong riéng ctia nit hoang, va méc du
Matthew tir choi, nhung Walter van khang khang dong hanh cting ching t61 di vao hang sur tir.
D61 mdi ctia Bess mim chat nhw déch gangknnnen su thich th, nlnrnganhrmt thi van long lanh nhay nhot. Thue te 13 ngudi dep tré trung, hip dan, bi

glamcam cta nit hoang va tay cudp bién i1 é wa chung dién ctia ba liéc miit dura tinh voi nhau & ranh ranh trude mét moi ngudi, ngoai trir Elizabeth.
Thén Cupid da thanh cong trong viéc dénh by dwroc ngai Walter Raleigh, y nhu Matthew da tién doan ring ngudi dan ong ndy s& hoan toan u mé.

Khée miéng Walter diu dang cong Ién trude céi nhin say dém, théch thirc ctia ngudi tinh. Anh it méinh liét anh ta d4p lai hira hen ring chn d& ding muc
va doan trang ctia c6 nang s& duoc giai quyét trong mdt dia diém riéng tur hon.

“Vi nguoi khong yéu cAu sur hién dién cta Diana nén pé & nguoi s§ cho ,phép VO ﬂ]ﬁn d}rqc vé nha nghi ngoi,” Matthew diém dam n6i, du anh mit da
den tham lai va gian dit chang kém gi nit hoang, “c6 ay da di chuyén suot may tuan I¢ roi.” Thuyén hoang gia da chan ching t6i lai trude ca khi ching toi
kip dat chan Ién Blackfiiars.
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“Nghi ngoi co ddy! Ta con ching ngi ngon dugc démnao ké tir khi cac nguoi phiéu hru ¢ Praha. ¢4 ta s& duoc nghi ngoi khi ta xong viée voi nguoi!”
Elizabeth hét 1én trong khi lo mure ciing tiép bude theo dudng di ctia chiée hai hoang gia. Khino doi hudéng vé phia ti giong nhur mbt duong bong vong
cung bt pha cubi cing, Matthew dua tay ra bat. khong néi mot 1oi, anh chuyén no sang cho Raleigh, anh chang nay némn lai cho tén hau von da gir
chiéc giay ctia nit hoang,

“s€ kho thay thé ong Roydon hon rat nhidu so v6i mon dd choi thién vin d6, thua bé ha.” Cecil dua ra mdt cai dém co théu hoa vin. “C6 18 nguoi s€ can

nhéc lai chuyén ndy néu ngudi cin thém Iy 18.”

“Dlmg c6 nghi dén chuyén chi dao ta, Birc ngai Burghley!” Nir hoang tirc bdc khoi va quay ra trit con gian dit vao Matthew. “Ngay ca Sebastian St.
Clair ciing khong d6i xur voi cha ta nhu the, 6ng ta s€ khong dam tréu choc mdt con su tir Tudor.”

Bess Throckmorton chop chop mét trude cai tén xa la ndy. Méi dau vang Ong & ctia nang ta quay tir Walter sang nit hoang, gidng nhur mdt doa thity tién
vang dAu xuan dang kiém tim ndng som. Cecil ho nhe trude biéu hién bdi rdi 16 rang clia ngudi phuy nit tré.

“Ching ta hély tuéng nho ngudi cha déng kinh ciia nguroi vao mot thoi diém Khéc thich hop voi hoi e vé ngudi hon. B¢ ha khong c6 gi dé hoi ong
Roydon sao?” Vién thu ky ctia nit hoang nhin Matthew véi vé tiec nuoi. Vé mit dng ta duong nhu thach thirc. Nguoi thich con quy nao hon?
“Nguoi ni ding, William, dia gion v6i chudt va dam sinh vat témthuorng khong phai 4 ban tinh cva sur tir.” Thai d9 khinh thi ctia nit hoang nhu mubn &t

via Matthew. Thiy vdy anh to vé &n nan — dil cac thé thit dang gian gidt noi quai hamanh, khién toi ban khoén khong biét sur an ndn h01 han 4y ctia anh
thét sur chan thanh drgc bao nhiéu — nit hoang phéi mit mot lic dé trén finh lai trong khi hai ban tay vin nim chit Iy tay ghé dén tring béch.

“Ta wdc gi biét dugc km thé ndo mi C4i Bong cuia ta xir Iy vin dé t¢ dén thé.” Giong ba ta chuyén sang ai oén. “Hoang dé c6 v s6 nha gié kim nén dng
ta s&€ chang can nha gia kim cta ta dau.”

Hai vai Walter hoi tha 1ong, con Cecil thi budng mot tiéng thé dai nhe nhdm. Néu nir hoang goi Matthew bang tén than mét cia anh thi c6 nghiia |a con
gian dir cua ba dang diu dan.

“Edward Kelley khong dé bi nh(*')r ra khoi virong tridu ctia hoang dé nhur mdt cong co dai lo tho dau, dii c6 bao nhiéu hoa hong moc & do di ching nita,”
Matthew noi. “Rudolf danh gia hin qua cao.”

“Vay l cudi clng Kelley ciing thanh cong, d4 tao vang da néim trong tay héin,” Elizabeth n6i kém theo mdt tiéng hit manh. B ta m chit iy mdt bén mit
Kkhi khong khi rit qua k€ rang dau € buot.

“khong, chua dau— d6 moi 1 diém chinh yéu. Chimng nao Kelley con thira théi 101 hira hen, Rudolf s& khong bao gio roi khoi hén. Hoang dé cu xir nhu
mot thanh nién mai 16n hon 1a mdt quoc virong day dan va bi nhiing thir khéng thé c6 duge mé hodic. Hoang d€ b¢ ha thich viée deo dudi nuc tiéu. Ong
ta mo mdng cé ngay.” Matthew binh than ndi.

Nhirng canh dong w6t dam va nhitng con song ménh mong ctia chau Au da dura ching t6i cach xa Rudolf I, nhung c6 nhing lic, t6i nhur vin cam thiy
sur dung cham khiém nha ctng anh mit tham lam ctia 6ng ta. Miic dui khi troi thang Nam am ap va lira dang chay duom trong 16 suéi, t6i van ctr ring
minh.

“Vién dai str & Phép bao ring, Kelley da chuyén duroc ddng thanh vang rdi.”

“Philippe de Mornay ciing chiing déng tin hon str than tién nhiém ctia ngudi — theo thin nhd, hin da timg nd hre 4m st ngudi.” Giong Matthew cin bang
hoan hao giita sy khiim niim va cau kinh. Elizabeth lai duoc ca doi

“Ong dang ché giéu ta ddy ha Roydon?”

“Théin s& khong bao gio tréu choc mdt con sur i - dit i ot chi sur tir con,” Matthew dai giong, Walter nhéim it it lai nhur thé khong chiu i, khi phai
chimg kién su pha hity tat yéu do nhiing 11 Matthew noi ra. “Than da kho s finh gido diéu d6 sau mot lan doi dau nhur thé va khong hé muon gy chién
voi ngudi dep ctia minh thémnita, vi s¢ rang nguodi co the khong con muon trong thay than.”

mot khoang ling choang vang kéo theo, 101 cubi ctng bi pha v& boi mot tiéng cudi rong, ching chit phong thai thanh tao, quy phéi ndo. Walter choang
mo mat.

“Ong nhén durgc nhiing gi xtmg déng khi kn 1t véi mdt héu gii tré trong lic 6 & may vé,” Elizabeth ndi, giong diéu nghe ¢6 vé nudng chicu. Toi kh lc
dau, c6 phai chinh tai t6i dang nghe thay nhiing di€u nay khong?

“Than s& gjit chuyén d6 trong thim tam thoi, thira bé ha. Than c6 nén tinh c& m thé voi mbt nang sur tir khac cing chiée kéo lam vuon sic m ciia co
ta khong?”

Walter va t6i gior ciing ling ting nhur Bess, chi ¢ Matthew, Elizabeth va Cecil dwong nhu hiéu dang n6i dén chuyén gi

“Cho dukhi do, 6ng da 1 Cai Bong cta ta.” Cai nhin Elizabeth danh cho Matthew ngdy tho nhur mit ¢ gii, khong con la mot quy ba to béo gAn sau
nwroi tuoi nita. Roi trong chdp mit, ba ta lai thanh mit nit virong mét moi va ¢ toi. “DPé ching ta lai voi nhau.”

“Thura. ... bé ha?” Bess Eip bp.
https://thuviensach.vn



“Ta n116n n6i chuyén riéng véi ong Roydon nhung ta cho 1 6ng dy s& khong cho phép ba v ndi néng bira bai ra khoi tAm mit ctia minh d4u, nén ba ta
cd thé ¢ lai. Hay doi ta trong phong kin, Walter va dua Bess di cling 6ng. Chiing ta s& dén gip céc vi ngay thoi.”

“Nhung...” Bess phan dbi. ¢6 ta c6 vé bon chdn lo Eing vi can k& nit hoang i cong viée ctia ¢ nén khi khong c6 & nghi dan dét, ¢o thiy minh nhur lot
vao bién ca, khong biét dau Ia bo.

“Thay vao do, ba s& phai gip 61, ba Throckmorton.” Cecil khd SO tir chd nit hoang bude di, dudi su tro gitip ciia cdy giy ning né. Khi di qua
Matthew, Cecil dua mit nhin anh nghiém nghi. “Ching than s€ d€ 6ng Roydon tir biét bé ha.”

Sau khi nit hoang vay tay dé dam ngudi hdu ra khoi phong, chi con lai ba ching toi.

“Jesu,” Elizabeth rén rin6i. “Déu ta co cam giac nhur trai tho muyc, sép nirt ra vay. Ong khong thé chon thoi diém nao khac thich hop hon dé gy sy 42
“Xin hity dé than kham cho ngudi,” Matthew dé nghi.

“Ong nghi minh ¢6 thé chiam séc 6t hon béc s ctia ta sao, ong Roydon?”” Nit hoang néi véi vé hy vong dé chimg,

“Than tin minh ¢6 thé 1am giam s dau dén cho ngudi, néu Chiia Troi nguyén y.”

“Thim chi cho t6i lic chét, cha ta vén nhéc dén ong véi niém khao khét.” Hai ban tay Elizabeth gian it trén nhitng nép gip cta chiée véy. “Nguoi da
say me ong nhur mot chat bo ma nguoi da danh gia lam ich loi ctia n6.”

“Viy sa0?”” Matthew chéing budn che gidu sur td md ctia minh. Pay 1 didu lin dAu tién anh duoc nghe n6i dén.

“Ngum 161, chi vi mbt cam himg quai quy ong ¢6 thé virt bo ngudi con nhanh hon bét clr ngudi dan ong ndo khac — mic dii nghe diéu ndy c6 vé hoi kho
Ehzabeth cudi mim trude tiéng cudi vang ctia Matthew, va rdi nu cudi ctia ba dao dong. “Ngudi i mot ngudi dan ng vi dai va kinh khing — va

m_)t g ngde.”

“Tét c4 dan 6ng déu I nhimg gi ngbe, thura bé ha,” Matthew n6i nhanh.

“khong, chiing ta hily ndi chuyén thing théin v6i nhau lan nira, nhur thé ta khong phai nit hoang anh qudc va ong khong phai wearh.”
“Chi khi ngudi cho phép thin xem chiéc ring ctia nguoi,” Matthew néi, khoanh hai tay trude nguc.

skoksk

“da c6 thoi mot 101 moi moc hon hit vubt ve voi ta cling di xui xéo r01, ong s& khong dap tmg duogc cac didu kién cho yéu cu ctia ta dau,” Elizabeth tho
dai. “Ta dang danh mét nhiéu thir hon 1 miy chiéc ring d4y. Puoc rdi, ong Roydon.” Ba ha miéng mot cach ngoan ngoan, va thAm chi cach xa toi vai
mét, t6i van ngtri thay duge miii rang sau. Matthew d& dau nit hoang trong hai ban tay dé c6 thé thay rd hon.

“thét ky diéu khi ngudi van con c6 ring ddy,” anh nghiém nghi néi. Mat Elizabeth tmg hdng céu kinh va chat vat mubn dép tra. “Ngudi c6 thé quat méng
sau khi than xong viéc. Pén lic d6, nguoi s€ co Iy do thich dang dé 1am chuyén ay, vi than s& tich thu s6 keo miii violet va rirou vang ngot ctia nguoi.
Nguoi s€ chang con thir gi nguy hai d€ uong ngoai mrde bac ha va ching con gi d€ ngdm ngoai vi dinh hrrong danh cho nuréu ring cuia nguroi, ching bi
ap-xe nghiém trong,”

Matthew lu6t ngon tay doc theo ham réing ctia ba. Vai chiée da lung lay mdt cach déng bao dong, con hai miit Elizabeth nhu mudn i ra. anh khé thot
1én budn ba. “Lizzie, nguoi c6 the 1a nit hoang anh quoc, nhung dieu d6 khong giip nguoi hicu biét ve thuoc men va giai phau dau. Luu y 161 khuyén cia
thay thudc s& khdn ngoan hon day. Gio thi gitt yén nao.”

Trong khi toi b lay lai binh tinh sau khi nghe chdng t6i goi nit hoang nuéc anh 1 “Lizze,” thi Matthew da rat ngon tay tro lai, cha n6 vao chiéc ring nanh

sdc nhon cua anh d& n6 ri ra mot giot ma, rdi dua trd lai miéng Elizabeth. Mic di anh da rét can thin, nhung nit hoang van nhéin nho, sau d6, hai vai ba
ha xudng dang vé nhe nhom

“Ai da,” ba Iam bam v6i miy ngdn tay Matthew trong miéng,

“Pimng cam on than voi, s& khong ¢ mon keo hanh nhan hay d6 ngot trong vong nam dam khi thin & ddy va con dau e 1 s& con quay trd lai ddy.” Ngay
khi Matthew rit cac ngon tay ra, nit hoang ding ludi dao quanh khoang miéng,

“Cha cha, nhung gios thi hét dau 0 ba mimg r n6i. Elizabeth ra hiéu vé may chiéc ghé banh bén canh. “Ta so a chang con gi ngoai viéc gidi quyét céc
bao céo, ngdi xuong di va ké cho ta vé Praha.”

skoksk

Sau nhiéu tuAn trong virong triéu ctia hoang dé, toi biét ring duoc bét ky ngudi cai tri ndo moi ngdi trurde mit déu ki mot déc an phi thudng to 16n, nhung
i t6i thiy biét on gip doikhi c6 co hdi lam thé. Chuyén héi trinh da lim sy mét nhoc von binh thudng trong cac tuin diu mang thai cang thém trdm
trong, Matthew kéo mdt chiéc ghé ra cho t6i, va t6i ha nguoi twa vao 1ong ghé. Toi ép chd thit lung vio phin cham khéic hoa van, ding cac méu 16i clia
1n6 dé mat-xa dm diu con dau. Ban tay Matthew tu dong voi toi khu e do, 4n va xoa bdp lam diu di con nhitc moi. Nét mat nit hoang thoang lén vé

https://thuviensach.vn



ghenty,

“Ba ciing dau ur, ba Roydon?” Nir hoang hoi han vé quan tam lo ling. Ba ta dang qué tir t&, con khi Rudolf d6i xir véi mot can thin nhur thé thi thudng
¢6 nghia 1a mdt tai hoa nao day dang dén.

“Vang, thura bé ha. Nhung than 6i, ching thir mrdc bac ha ndo ¢ thé giai quyét dwoc ca,” t6i rdu ri ni.
“N6 ciing chiang xoa diu durgc bo 16ng xi1 Ién vi gian dit clia hoang dé. Str gia clia Ong ta ndi véi ta rang, cac vi da danh cip mdt cudn sach ctia Rudolf”

“Sach ndo co?” Matthew hoi. “Rudolf co biét bao nhiéu 1 sach.” Vi moi nguoi khong quen thdy déng vé vo t0i khong biét gi ciia hau hét cac ma ca rong
nén mén trinh dién ctia anh that gia tao.

“Chiing ta khong duia dau, Sebastian,” nit hoang kh& n6i, khang dinh nghi ngdy ctia ti ring Matthew da timg mang céi tén Sebastian St. Clair khi anh &
trong tricu dinh ctia vua Henry.

“Nguoi luon dia gion ma,” Matthew bén tra. “Trong chuyén ndy, ngudi ching khac i hoang dé, hay Henry ctia muréc Phap.”

“Ba Throckmorton ke V6i ta ring, ong va Walter van dang trao d6i nhitng van tho v& sur thiéu kién dinh ctia quyén hc. Nhung ta khong glong nhitng tén
bao chiia chuyén quyén vo dung do, ching c6 gi ngoai trir sy khinh bi va ché nhao. Ta da duoc nudi I6n boi nhing nguoi thay ctmg ran,” nir hoang dap

tra. “Xung quanh ta — me ta, cac ba di, me Kké, chiibac, anh chj emho — déu da chét, chi minh ta sdng sot, nén dimg c6 n6i ddi ta va nghii ring ¢ thé
thue hién duoc didu do. Ta hoi 6 ong lan nita, cudn sach do I a?’

“Ching than khong c6 no,” ti chen ngang,

Matthew nhin t6i ¢6 vé bi soc.

“Ching than khong gitt cubn sach. Vao e nay.” khong nghi ngd gi, nd da an toan & Huou Byc va Virong Mién, duoc nhét trong cai kho cét giir db trén
gac mii cua Matthew. Toi da chuyén cudn sach cho Gallowglass khi chiéc thuyén hoang gia ap tai chiing t6i di ngwoc dong song Thames, n6 duoc boc
bao v¢ trong vai dau va 1ong thi.

“Ai cha.” Miéng Elizabeth tir tir ngodc rong ra, dé 16 nhitng chiéc ring den si. “Ba lim ta ngac nhién ddy va duong nhu ca chong ba ciing thé.”

“Thin ludn mang lai nhimg diéu ngac nhién, thira b¢ ha. Hogc d6 cling | diéu nguoi ta n6i voi than.” Cho du Matthew ¢6 nhic dén ba ta 1 Lizzie hay ba
ta c6 goi anh 14 Sebastian bao nhiéu lan di nira, thi toi van than trong d6i d4p voi ba ta mdt cach kinh can.
“Vay thi hoang dé duong nhur dang a0 tudng roi. Cac ngudi xir Iy n thé nao?”

“Chaing ¢6 gi déng quan tim ca,” Matthew khit miii n6i. “Thin so ring, sy dién rd d4 hanh ha gia dinh 6ng ta gio dang cham tay toi Rudolf ddy. Tham chi
lic nay, nguoi em trai Matthias ctia 6ng ta dang &m nuru 1t d6 va cing o dia vi cho chinh minh hong nam bat quyén lwe khi hoang dé khong thé cai tri
duoc nira.”

“Cha trach hoang dé lai hao himg gitr Kelley dén thé. P4 tao vang s& chira bénh cho ong ta va gidi quyét vén dé tranh cai vé nguoi ké thira cia minh.”
Nir hoang bicu 1§ sy chua chat. “Ong ta s& song méi mii ma khong phai sg hai.”

“Thoi ndo Lizzie, nguoi biét rd chuyén d6 ma. Kelley khong thé Bim ra vién d4 ciing nhur khong thé ciru nguai hay bét cii ai khéc. Ngay ¢ cac ong
hoang ba chiia déu c6 ngay phai chét.”

“Ching ta | ban be, Sebastian, nhung dimg quén ban than minh.” Mt Elizabeth 16e 1én mot tia sang,

“Khi Ién bay, ngudi da hoi than, liéu cha ngudi ¢ dinh giét ngudi vo méi ctia 6ng khong, than da ndi voi ngudi sy that. Khi do, than da thanh that voi

ngudi va by gio than ciing s& thanh tht voi ngudi, tuy nhién nd s& khién nguoi tire gian: nhiéu hon day. Clnng diéu gi c6 thé mang tudi thanh xuan cia
ngudi quay trd lai ca, Lizzie, hodc cai tir hoi sinh cho nhitng ngudi mi nguoi da danh mat,” Matthew kién quyét noi.

“khong u?” Elizabeth cham réi quan sat anh. “Ta khong thiy nhitng nép nhiin hay toc bac trén ngudi dng. Ong trong hét nhu nm muroi nam trude khi &
triéu dinh Hampton, khi ta dua cay kéo lam vuron cho 6ng.”

“Néu nguoi dang doi hoi thin dung miu dé bién nguoi tlnnh wearth, thua bé ha thi cau tra 10 chéc chén 1 khong, Hiép wéc ngan cAm can thiép vao
chuyén chinh trj ctia loai ngudi — diéu d6 di nhién bao gdm ca viée thay ddi quyén ké vi mrdc anh bang mdt sinh vat khéc ngudi ngdi trén ngai vang.” Nét
mat Matthew danh lai.

“Va d6 ciiing s& i cau tra 10i cia 6ng néu Rudolf dura ra yéu cau ndy u?” Elizabeth hoi, d6i méit den long lanh.

“Dling vAy, n6 s& dan dén sur hon loan va con i t& hon nita.” Vién canh d6 am nguoi ta 6n lanh. “Virong qudc clia ngudi an toan,” Matthew dam béo.
“Hoang dé dang cu xtr nhu mdt dra tré lur hong quen duge cung chiéu, tat ca chi cd the thoi”

12

“Tham chi ngay ca ltic ndy, bac ctia 6ng ta, Philip ctia Tay Ban Nha, dang cho déng chién thuyén Ién ké hoach cho mit cude xam lrge khac u!

“Hanh dong do6 s& ching dan t6i dau ca,” Matthew hira hen.
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“Ong ndi nghe c6 vé rat chic chan.”
“Thén chic chin.”
Sur tir va s6i danh gia nhau ngang qua chiéc ban. Cudi cting, khi Elizabeth thoa mén, ba nhin di noi khac va thé dai.

“T6t thoi. Ong khong c6 cubn sach ciia hoang dé, va ta khong c6 duoc Kelley hay hon d4. Chiing ta déu phai hoc cach séng véi sur thit vong nhung ta
phéi cho sir gia ctia hoang dé thir gi 46 dé lam diu di tAm trang ctia ong ta.”

“Céi nay thi sa0?” Toi 6i chiéc xAc ctia minh ra. Ngoai trir Ashmole 782 va chiéc nhén trén ngon tay thiné chira nhimg mén do déng gia nhit ma t6i so
hitu — nhitng soi thimg bang ua ma Goody Alsop ting toi dé dét cac cau thin chit, mdt hon bi murot ma bang thily tinh Jack tim thdy trong bai cat Elbe
va duogce ding nhur mbt mon do trang sirc, mt manh v tir vién soi di vat quy gia trong da day danh cho Susanna diing trong céc bai thudc ctia ba, nhiing
con rong ctia Matthew cling c4i ¢b 4o diém dia, gom ghiéc, voi mdt con rong chét treo ling Eing trén d6 ma vi Hoang P La Ma Than Thanh da tang

t6i. Toi dat thir cubi ciing 1én ban giita nir hoang va toi.

“D6 1a mon do trang sire 1oe loet va ré tién cho mot nit hoang chir khong phai cho v ciia mdt quy 6ng,” Elizabeth véi tay cham vao con rong lp lanh.
“Ba da cho Rudolf cai gi ma 6ng ta ban tang ba thir nay ha?”

“Ciing nhur Matthew da n6i, thua bé ha. Hoang & thém mudn thir ma 6ng ta khong bao gidy ¢6 thé ¢6 nén dng ta nghi thir nay c6 thé danh duogc sy yéu
men cua than, nhung n6 vo dung,” t1 lac dau noi.

“C6 I8 Rudolf khong thé chiu ndi viee ngudi khac biét ring ong ta da dé tudt mat mdt thir qué quy gia thé ny,” Matthew goi y.
“Y 6ng 4m chi vo 6ng hay mon trang sirc ndy ha?”
“Vo than,” Matthew dap gon Ion.

“Dusao thi ¢6 I& mon nit trang nay hiru dung day. Biét d4u 6ng ta ¢6 y tang chiéc vong cb nay cho ta,” Elizabeth ngéin nga, “nhung chinh 6ng d3 mang nd
ve day mit cach an toan.”

“Tiéng Prc ctia Diana khong duoc t0t Em,” Matthew tén thanh ciing v6i mdt nu cudi tinh quéi. “C6 1& khi Rudolf diit nd 1én vai ¢ 4y chi dé hinh dung
tot hon xemnd trong nhu thé nao khi ¢ trén ngudi bé ha théi.”

“O, ta nghi ngd diéu do lim,” Elizabeth lanh nhat n6i.

“Néu hoang dé dinh danh chiéc vong ¢b ndy cho nit hoang nurée anh, ng ta s& mong mubn dugc tang nd cho ngwoi véi mdt nghi thire trong thé. Néu
chiing ta goi y cho ngai dai sit dén dau y dinh ctia hoang de. ..” Toi goi y.

“D6 Ia cach giai quyét hay ddy, di nhién i n6 s& ching thoa mén ai ca, nhung chuyén nay s& cho ddmcén than ciia ta thir gi d6 dé mai réing bon ho cho
da nghién t6i khi c6 mdt dé tai méi meé gy hiéu ky hon xuat hién.” Elizabeth g5 gd 1én ban vé tram ngam. “Nhung van c6 van dé véi cuon sach nay.”

“Nguoi ¢6 tin twdng thin khong, néu thin n6i voi ngudi nd khéng quan trong?”” Matthew hoi.
Elizabeth lic dau. “khong”
“Thin ciing nghi 1a khong, Nhung néu nguoc lai thi sao — rang turong lai ¢6 1& phu thude vio n6?”” Matthew hoi.

“C4i d6 tham chi con cudng diéu hon. Nhung vi ta khong mudn dé cho Rudolf hay bt cir méu da nio ciia 1o ta nim giit trong lai trong tay, nén ta s
dé mic chuyén mang tra lai n6 hay khong cho cac vi— dinhién, néu lic nao d6 no lai nam trong tay cac vi mit lan nita.”

“Poi on bé ha,” t6i ndi, nhe nhdm vi van d& da duoc giai quyét cling vai 1i n6i doi twrong dbi.

“Ta khong lim viéc d6 vi ba,” Elizabeth lanh ling nhéic nhé t0i. “Thoi ndo, Sebastian. Hay deo chudi trang sirc d6 1én ¢ ta di, sau d6 ong ¢6 thé bién
minh trd lai lam 6ng Roydon va chiing ta s& di xudng phong thiet tri¢u, dien mdt man cam on dang kinh ngac cho tat ca bon ho xem.”

Matthew lam nhur duoc bao, cic ngon tay anh ndn nd trén vai nir hoang lu hon mirc can thiét. Ba lién dap vao tay anh.
“Téc gia ctia ta 6 ngay ngiin khong?” Elizabeth hoi t6i khi ba ta dumg ddy.
“On c4, thua bé ha.” sy that i né c6 hoi bi éch di sau s giip 4o cua Matthew.

Elizabeth dua tay 1én giat manh mii toc gia cta minh mot cai. “Hay day vo ong noi ddi mot cach thuyét phuc hon di 6ng Roydon. Ba dy s& can duoc day
do nhiéu trong ngh¢ thuat kira doi, néu khdng s€ chiang song sot 1au noi tri€u dinh dau.”

“Thé gi6i ndy can sy chan thanh hon 1 mdt can than khac,” Matthew nhén xét, do iy khuyu tay ba. “Diana s& van ctr 1 chinh minh thoi.”

“mdt nguoi chong quy trong sur chan thianh ctia chinh v minh.” Elizabeth Fic dau. “Déy la bang chimg t6t nhit cho ta thiy thé gidi nay dang di dén hoi
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két nhur tién si Dee tién doan.”

Khi Matthew va nir hoang xuat hién trén khung cira dan vao phong riéng, mot khoang nin Eing bao trum lén ca dam dong. Can phong chat kin nguoi va
nhitng cai li€c nit than trong hudt tr nit hoang téi mdt ngudi tré tudi co vé con chura t6t nghi€p ma t6i doan chinh 14 str than ctia hoang de, r6i nhin sang
William Cecil va quay nguoc lai.

Matthew tha ban tay nit hoang van khoac trén canh tay anh ra. Hai c4i canh nang rong lira dap don dap bén trong Ibng nguc toi.

Toi dt tay Ién ngang bung dé lam diu cam giac kho chiu trén ngwe. Pay 1 nhitng con rong thét su, t6i king I canh céo.

“Ta xin cam ta hoang dé vé mon qua, thwa ngai,” Elizabeth ndi, di théng t6i chd cau thiéu nién va dura tay ra dé cau ta hon. Chang trai tré nhin chim chim
vao ba vé mit ngay ngoc. “Gratias tibi ago.”

“Bon chiing cang ltic cang tré hon,” Matthew Jam bam khi kéo t6i lai bén canh anh.

“D6 Ia diéu emno6i vé sinh vién ctia minh ddy,” t6i thi thim dép lai. “hén 1 ai thé?”

“Vilém Slavata. Em chic da thdy cha hén ¢ Praha.”

T6i quan sét Vilém va 6 hinh dung ra hn s& trong nhur thé nao trong hai muroi ndm t6i. “C6 phai cha hin 1a ké tron xoe vi céi cam I6m vao khong?”
“mot trong s6 ching, em da md ta hiu hét dam vién chirc ctia Rudolf ddy,” Matthew nhic nhé khi ti bén cho anh mdt cai trimg mit tirc gin.

“Thoi thi thim to nho di, dng Roydon!”” Elizabeth ném cho chong t0i mdt cai liéc it khién anh phai i dau vé biét 16i. Nit hoang bé ha tiép tuc huyén
thuyén noi bang tiéng La tinh. “Decet eum qui dat, non meminisse benei cii: eum vero, qui accipit, intueri non tam munus quam dantis animum.”” Nit hoang
nude anh dang ra kiém tra ngdn ngit d€ xem sur than cd xtiing dang khdng day.

Mzt Slavata ti nhot. Chéang trai toi nghiép sip thua dén noi roi.

Ong y cho di ma khong nh thién y ndy: nhung ba ta lai don nhin ma khong nhin lai m6n qua cling nhur tim hon ctia nguoi trao ting, Toi ho hiing dé che
giau tiéng cuoi khi nghiémra y nghia doan dich ing cting nay.

“Nir hoang bé ha?” Vilém lip bip bang trong 4m anh ning né.

“Mon qua. Tir hoang dé.” Elizabeth chi vao chiéc ¢b 40 namda quy vét qua bd vai ménh khanh ciia ba. Con rong treo ling ing xudng dudi thdp hon so
Vi e 16 deo trén ¢6 toL. Ba ta tho dai voi vé gidn dit cuong diéu. “ndi lai cho ong ta biét nhimg gi ta d4 noi bang thir ngdn ngir ctia ong Ay di, 6ng
Roydon, ta khong c6 kién nhan dbi voi miy bai hoc tiéng La tinh d4u. Hinh nhur hoang dé khéng gido duc cho bé t6i clia ong ta thi phai?”

“Drc ngai day biét tiéng La tinh, thira bé ha. Néu trinhé cta than con t6t thi ngai str than Slavata da hoc dai hoc & Wittenberg va tiép tuc theo hoc nganh
luét tai Basel. 6 khong phai ngdn ngir ¢6 the lam kho ngai ay nhung thong diép clia nguoi thi khac.”

“Vay thi ching ta hily Bm 10 ¥ ttr dé 6ng ta — va chii nhan ciia 6ng ta — hiéu dwoc. Va dimg c6 nhan danh ta,” Elizabeth u amnoi. “Lam di.”” Clng v6i
mot cai nhun vai, Matthew Iap lai thong diép cta nit hoang bang tieng qué cha dat t6 clia Slavata.

“T6i da hiéu nhing diéu nit hoang néi,” Slavata dap tra, ¢ vé choang vang. “Nhung y ngudi a gi?”

“Ngai ddy dang béi ri,” Matthew tiép tuc noi bang tiéng Séc vé cam théng, “n6i chung nd ¢6 lién quan dén céc dai st moi. Dimg lo Fing vé chuyén ndy.
Hay n6i véi nit hoang rang Rudolf rat vui suéng duroc tang ngurdi mon trang strc ndy, sau d6 chiing ta c6 thé ding bira t6i roL”

“Ngii s& n6i voi ngudi ho t6i chir?” Slavata hoan toan bét dic di

“Ta hy vong 6ng khong gy ra hiéu lamnao giita hoang dé Rudolf va ta nita, 6ng Roydon,” Elizabeth n6i, circ ky bure boi vi viée thanh thao bay ngdn
ngit ctia ba lai khong bao gdm ca tiéng Séc.

“Ngai ddy da bao ring, hoang dé cau chiic cho bé ha sirc khoe va hanh phiic. Va ngai vui mimg vi chiéc vong ¢d nay da thude vé ding noi danh cho né
ma khong bi that lac, nhur hoang dé lo so.”” Matthew nhin ba chii ctia anh vé hién tir. Nit hoang dinh n6i gi 6, nhung lai ngim miéng va trimg mit nhin
anh. Slavata hon hé khong ngai hoc hoi mubn biét am thé no Matthew thanh cong trong viée khién nir hoang murdc anh phai im king, Khi vi st thin nay
ra diu c¢6 vii Matthew thong dich, Cecil cam Ay tay chang trai tré nay.

“that 1a mdt tin tirc dang vui mirng, thura ngai. T01 nghi ngai d ¢6 du nhitng diéu hoc hoi duge trong mot ngdy 16i. Dén day no, dung bita t6i cling v6i
01, Cecil n6i, huéng anh chang t6i chiéc ban gin d6. Nir hoang, giov bi ca nhan vién mét vu va ngudi ¢ van chinh ctia minh chuyen vé hiu trudng, bén
dang hing buc bi trong khi tréo 1én ngai vang va duoc Bess Throckmorton ciing Raleigh tro giip bude 1én ba bac thang thip.

“Gid thi chuyén gi dang xay ra day?” Toi thi thim. Man dién d két thic, v nhimg ngudi ¢é niit trong can phong ¢ vé bon chdn khong yén.

“Ta con nmudn ndi chuyén thém nira, 6ng Roydon,” Elizabeth goi trong lic miy chiéc dém dura ciia ba duoc sap xép cho thoai méi. “Dimg di xa qua
day.”
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“Pierre s& c6 mit gan cira phong thit triéu va chi cho em phong ctia anh, noi d6 ¢6 mot chiéc girong cing sur yén binh va tinh ing. Em c6 thé nghi ngoi
cho t61 khi nir hoang d¢ anh t do, s& khong lau lim dau. Ba ay chi muon c6 mdt bao cao day du vé Kelley thoi” Matthew dua tay t6i lén moi va tang
mot ny hdn trang trong, Bi€t dugc sy yéu thich ctia Elizabeth danh cho cac nam than tir ctia minh 64, thi t61 doan cudc néi chuyén nay chic mat toi vai
g0 chir khong it.

Cho dir da chuén bj tmg ph6 voi tiéng On o, am1 ctia phong thiét tridu, nhung n6 van m t0i choang vang phéi i lai mbt budc. Nhig can thin khong
du quan trong d€ dugc ding bita trong phong riéng x6 day chen Ian khi t6i di ngang qua, ho ho héi di kiém bita toi cia minh truede khi thire &n hét. Da
day t6i Ion Ién trude mii thit huou nai nudng, To6i s€ khong bao gid quen dugc voi cai miii ndy, va bé con ctia toi cling khong thich no.

Pierre va Annie dang dimg bén tuong ciing voi nhing ngudi hiu khic, ho trong déu nhe nhdm khi thiy t6i xuat hién.

“Milord dau r6i?” Pierre hoi, 10i toi ra khoi dam dong nhirg con ngudi dang chen chiic x6 day.

“dang doi nir hoang,” toi dap. “Toi qua mét moi khong thé dimg hay an ubng dugc nita. C6 thé dira toi t6i phong ctia Matthew khong?”

Pierre némmdt c4i nhin lo au vé phia 16i vao khu phong riéng, “Di nhién roi.”

“Chau biét dudng, thura ba Roydon,” Annie néi. M6i quay vé tir Praha va tham gia vao lan viéng tham triéu dinh Elizabeth lan thir hai nhung Annie dang
¢d t6 vé binh than.

“T6i da chi cho con bé phong ctia milord khi dng ba duoc dan di gap nit hoang,” Pierre qua quyét v6i ti. “N6 ¢ ngay tang dudi day phong timg diroc
hoang hau str dung,”

“Va t6i cho k gior duge céc sting thin clia it hoang sir dung n6,” t0i lim bam. khong nghi ng g, d6 chinh 1 chd Walter dang ngi - hogic ¢6 1& hién gios
khong ngl. “Hay & day doi Matthew, Pierre, Annie va t6i ¢6 the tu tim duong,”

“Cam on madame.” Pierre nhin ti vé biét on. “T6i khong thich dé ngai dy & cing nit hoang qué lau.”

Céc thanh vién trong doi ngii hiu can ctia nit hoang dang cam dau vao bira tdi ctia ho trong mdt mdi truong kém xa hoa, g By hon tai phong danh cho
linh canh. Ho nhin Annie va t6i cham chi véi bo dang hiéu ky khi ching t6i di qua.

“Hzn phai c6 mdt 16 trinh ngin hon chir,” t6i néi, ¢in mbi nhin xudng cai cau thang dai. Pai Sanh tham chi con déng dic hon.

“Chéu rat tiéc, thra ba, nhung khong c6,” Annie néi vé By lm tiée.

“Vay thi ching ta d6i it voi dam dong hon tap ndy thoi,” t6i thd dai noi.

Bai Sanh chét nich nguoi dén thinh cau nir hoang. Tiéng xi xao kich dong chao dén sy xuét hién ciia t0i tir huéng khu phong hoang gia, tiép theo sau la
nhitng tiéng Am bam that vong khi rd rang t6i chang phai I nhan vat quan trong. Sau khi ¢ vurong triéu ctia Rudolf, t61 da quen véi viée la mbt mon do
thu hut sy cha y, nhung van khong thoai mai khi cam thay nhitng céi nhin mé dam ctia loai ngudi, vai cu thic dén tir cac yéu tinh, céi licc nhin ramran
nhirc nhoi ctia mot phu thily don ddc. Du vay, khi céi nhin chim cham lanh o ctia mdt ma ca rong dat 1én lung minh, t61 van s¢ hii nhin xung quanh.
“Thura ba?” Annie hoi.

Hai mit t6i quét qua dam dong, nhung khong thé dinh vi durge ngudn gdc xuat phat ctia cai nhin do.

“khong c6 gi ca, Annie,” t6i im bam dép, bon chon khong yén. “Chi 12 tri twdng trong dang danh kira ta thoi ma.”

“Ba can phai nghi ngoi ngay,” ¢d bé trach moc nghe rét gidng Susanna.

Nhung khong 6 chuyén nghi ngoi chd doi t6i trong can phong tAng trét rong rai cia Matthew, noi nhin ra khu viron riéng cua nit hoang. Thay vao day,
61 tim thdy nha viét kich hang dAu murde anh & d6. Toi sai Annie di tim va 161 Jack ra khoi bt ctr ddng 16n x6n nio thing bé dang tr tao ra cho minh va
budc ban than cimg rin dé déi mat véi Christopher Marlowe.

“Xin chao Kit,” t6i n6i. anh chang yéu tinh ngang Ién tir ban am viéc ctia Matthew, nhitng trang tho rai rac xung quanh. “Liic ndo ciing mdt minh 42

“Walter va Henry dang ding bita voi nit hoang. Tai sao ¢ khong & cing ho?” Kit trong xanh xao, gAy g0 va ngin ngo. anh ta dimg ddy va bt dau thu
don gidy t0, lo lang liéc nhin ra ctra nhur theé mong ngdng ai 6 di vao va ngat ngang cudc noéi chuyén ctia ching toi.

“Qua mét.” Toi ngap. “Nhung anh khong can di dau, cir & lai v doi Matthew di. anh 4y s& vui mimg dwoc gip anh. anh dang viét gi thé?”
“mdt bai tho.” Sau cau tra 101 gon 1on, Kit lai ngdi xudng. C6 didu gi d6 khong 6n, anh chang yéu tinh ¢6 vé cuc ky bi ri.

Tém tham théu treo twong sau lung anh ta 14 hinh mot ﬂﬂéu nir co mai toc vang ong a, dang dimg trong mdt toa thap nhin ra bién. Nang gio cao mdt
chiec dén Iong va doi mat nhin ra xa. Picu do giai thich hét thay.
“anh dang viét v& Hero va Leander.” D6 khong phai B mdt cau hoi. Kit ¢6 1§ van virong van véi Matthew va dang sang tac thién tinh str bat h, tir ic
chiing t6i Ién thuyén trd v€ & Gravesend vao thang mot. anh ta khong dap 1oi.
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Saumot Iuc, t61 ngdmnga vai cau tho.

“C6 ké thé chang 1a mot thiéu nir trong bd quéan 4o ctia dan 6ng,

Vi B moi anh nhin cta tit ca dan ong déu khao khat,

mot b mé dang mim cudi hanh phic, mt anh mét biét n6i thanh ki,

mot céi liéc dau may cudi mét cho Tinh yéu dém da tiéc huy hoang,

Va nhitng ké biét chang i ngudi dan ong s& noi,

Leander, nghé thuat tao nén vo kich si tinh:

Vi sao mi - nghé thuat khong yéu ma tinh yéu lai bao trim tit c4?”

Kit nhay dyng khoi chiéc ghé dang ngdi. “Trd phi thity quy quéi gi thé nay? ¢6 biét rd nhimg gi toi dang im y nhur chinh t6i vy.”

“Chéing phéi trd quy quai gi ca, ai c6 thé hiéu duoc nhiing gi anh dang cam thiy 16 hon t6i chr?” Téi can thin noi.

Kit duong nhur da lay lai duoc kha ning kiém soét, méc di hai ban tay van run réy khi dimg do. “Toi phai di ddy, toi sdp gip vai ngudi ¢ truong du
thurong, n6i chuyén vé dam rude Iong Ay va phé trrong déc bict vao thang sau, trude khi nir hoang kén duong du lich he. Toi duoc & nghi téi ho tro.”
Héng niim, Elizabeth tién hanh di vong quanh dat nu6e voi doan xe thing kéo dai, gdm cc than tir v can thn, su an bam ctia dam quy toc dé lai ding
sau nhirng mon no khong 16 ciing nhitng céi chan rdng tuéch.

“T6i chéc chén s& ndi voi Matthew rang anh d4 ¢ ddy. anh Ay s& iy lam tiéc vi 15 mét dip gap anh.”

Anh rang & 16e 1én trong d6i miit Marlowe. “C6 I8 ba s& mubn di cing t6i, ba Roydon a. Ngiy hom nay that dep, va ba vin chua duoc thiy
Greenwich.”

“Cam on Kit.” Toi bbi rdi trude tdc do thay tinh ddi nét dén chong mit cuia anh ta, nhung du gi anh ta cling la mot yéu tinh. Va anh ta dang mo mang
cting vi Matthew. Mc du 61 hy vong duoc nghi ngoi, va loi dé nghi ctia Kit ciing khong dugc tur nhién cho Fim, nhung t6i nén nd Iyc dé hoa hop moi
tdt. “C6 xa Fim khong? Téi co phén hoi mét sau cude hanh trinh.”

“khong xa dau.” Kit cti dau chao. “Xin mdi di trude!”

sk

Truong d4u thurong & Greenwich turong tu nhu mdt san van dong dién kinh In véi khu vire quiy déy thimg danh cho cac dau si, buc ngdi danh cho khan
gia va rai rac day do céc trang thict bi.

“D6 14 noi dién ra tran d4u thirong ngyra 42 Toico thé hinh dung ra tiéng mong ngya nén trén d4t, khi cac hiép siting toc lao vao nhau, nhitng cdy
thirong ctia ho nghiéng mdt goc ngang qua cd ngwa dé c¢d thé dam vao khién ctia d6i thil va hat ngd anh ta.

“Ding thé, ¢6 c6 mudn nhin gan hon khong?”’

Kit hoi.

Noi niy thit hoang véing. Nhitng cAy thwong céim khéip noi trén miit dét. Toi nhin théy thir gi do trong déng so' nhu mot céi gié treo ¢d, véi dau coc thing
dung va canh tay don dai. Tuy nhién, khdng phdi mdt thiy ngudi ma 1a mot tii cat dang dung dua dudi dau day. N6 da bi choc thing va mdt dong cat
nho chdy ra.

“mot cai gia uyén tp cudi ngra d4u thuwong,” Marlowe gii thich, ra hiéu vé phia dung cu. “Nguoi cudi nhdm miii thong vao bao cat.” anh ta voi tay
day tay don dé chi cho t6i xem. N6 dung dura vong quanh, tao thanh mjt myc tiéu chuyén dong dé mai gitia k§ néng ctia hiép si. Mt Marlowe ra quet
khap trudng dau.

“Nguoi dan 6ng d6 s& gap anh ¢ ddy a?” Toi cling nhin quanh. Nhung nguoi duy nhét t6i trong thdy B mdt phu nir cao Ion, téc den va méc mot chiéc
vay mau do chdi. c6 ta con & tit dang xa, khong nghi ngd gi 1a c6 ta dang c6 mdt cudc hen ho laing man sau bita toi.

“cb da bao gior trong thiy chiéc gia luyén tap kia chua?” Kit chi vé hurdng nguoc Jai, noi mdt hinh nhan Bm tir rom va vai bao thd duge bude vao mot
cdy coc. Thir ny nira, trong cang giéng mdt kiéu may hanh hinh hon 1 mot dung cy thé thao.

T6i cam thiy mdt anh nhin chiim chii va lanh 18o. Trude khi kip xoay nguoi lai, mt ma ca rong da bét duoc t6i bang hai canh tay nhu gong thép, nhung
khong phai Matthew.

“Tai sao, ¢d nang thAm chi cdn ngon lanh hon ta hy vong ddy,” mdt phy nit ndi, hoi thé lanh 8o ctia ¢6 ta pha vao ¢b toi
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Hoa hong. Xa hwong. Toi biét nhirng miii ny, va ¢ ging nh lai noi minh da ngiri thiy su két hop ny trude day.
Sept-Tours. Phong ctia Louisa de Clermont.

“C6 thir gi d6 trong mau ctia cb ta hép dan wearh khong cudng ndi,” Kit cc can ndi. “Toi khong hiéu nd 1 gi, nhung tham chi ca Cha Hubbard dudng
nhu cling bi co ta ap che.”

Nhirng chiéc ring sic m ca vao cb t6i, méic dit khong pha rach ln da. “Choi diia ciing 6 nang s tha vi im day.”

“K¢é hoach cta ching ta 1 giét chét c6 4, Kit phan nan. Liic ndy, hén tham chi con run riy va bt an hon khi Louisa & ddy. T6i van im king, c6 ging dén
tuyét vong dé doan ra trd bon ho dang choi dua. “Khi d6 moi chuyén s€ tré vé nhu cii.”

“Kién nhan no.” Louisa udng vao mii hurong ciia t6i. “Ngwoi ¢é ngiri thiy miii s hdi ctia ¢6 nang khong? N6 Iudn kim khdu vi clia ta ngon hon.”
Kit nhich lai gAn hon, vé say mé.

“Nhung nguoi anh xanh xao qua, Christopher a. C6 can nhiéu thude hon khong?”” Louisa diéu chinh lai tur thé nim giit t0i dé c6 thé tho tay vao tii. ¢6 ta
dua cho Kit mot vién thudc nhép nhép, hinh thoi mau ndu. hin don Ay mot cach vui sudng va tdng né vao miéng, “Chiing that thin ky phai khong?
Nhitng ké méu nong & Birc goi ching i “Vién d4 bét tir’, vi thanh phan ctia n6 1am cho nhing con ngwdi dang thirong ¢6 cam giac nhur thén thanh.
Chiing lam nguroi cam thiy minh lai khoe manh tr6 lai.”

“Chinh & ph thity nty |im t6i yéu di, cling nhur & da khién em trai 6 suy yéu.” Doi miit Kit tré nén trong subt nhur thily tinh, ¢6 mot vi ngon ngot ghé tom
trong hoi tho ctia han. Thudc phién. Chang trach hin cu xtr la ing nhur the.

“C6 that khong, phu thity? Kit noi nguroi da troi bude em trai ta trai voi y nguyén clia no.” Louisa ling t6i mdt vong. Khu6n it ctia ¢6 ta dwoc mi€u ta
xinh dep y nhur trong moi con dc mong ctia loai mau nong vé& ma ca rong; lan da tai nhot nhu men str, méi toc sam meu va doi mit den nhu phi suong boi
thube phién. su hiém 4c cudn cudn thodt ra tir ¢d ta cung d6i mdi do mong cong cong hoan hao, khong chi goi camma con tan bao. Bay la sinh vt s& di
san va giét choc ma khong hé c6 may may thurong x6t tric an.

“T6i1 khong tréi bude em trai chi, t6i chon anh éy va anh éy ciling chon t6i, Louisa.”
“Nguoi biét ta 1 ai 42 Déi Iong may den ctia Louisa nhuéng lén.

“Matthew khong giit bi mét nao véi toi ca vi ching t6i 1 ban doi két doi, ciing dong thoi 1a vo chong, Cha chi da chi tri hon I8 ciia ching t6i.”” Cam on
cha, Philippe.

“Déi tra!” Louisa gao 1én. Doi dong tir ciia cd ta thu lai sdu vao trong trong niit khi su kiém soat v& nat. khong chi la thude phién, t6i s& phai ddi mét véi
¢4 con cudng mau cuia co ta nira.

“Ping tin loi 4 ta n6i,” Kit nhdy vao canh cao 101 161 tir 10 40 ra mdt con dao gimva tom giat Jy toc toi. Toi kéu Ién dau don khi hén vin dau toi ngira
ra sau con con dao gam thi di vong qua méit phéi ctia ti. “Toi s& moc miét & ra dé a khong the ding ching quyén rii hay nhin thy s6 rmnh cta t6i duge
nira. Toi chéc chén Ja & biét vé cai chét ciia toi. khong c6 thi luc ctia phi thity, 4 s& khong ndm giit duoc ching ta — va ca Matthew nita.”

*“A phu thity ny khong xtmg dang voi mdt cai chét nhanh chong nhur thé,” Louisa chua chét n6i. Kit 4n con dao vao phan da thit bén dudi xuong long
may cua t0i, mdt giot mau kin xubng. “Do6 khong phai thoa thudn cia ching ta, Louisa. D€ pha v& bua chi cia 4, t0i phai c6 doi mat 4, sau d6 t0i muon a
ta chét va bien mat mai mii. Chirng ndo a phu thity nay con song, Matthew s€ khong bao gio quén a.”

“Suyt, Christopher, t6i khong yéu anh u? Ching ta khong phai ddng minh w?”” Louisa v&i t6i Kit va hon hén that sau. c6 ta di miéng doc theo quai ham,

xudng noi dong méu dang dap trong huyét mach ciia hdn. Doi mdi ¢b ta cha xat Ién d6, va ti thdy vét mau hién ra theo cir dong ctia co ta. Kit rit vao
mdt hoi run ry roi nhim niit lai

Louisa udng méu tir ¢6 g3 yéu tinh d6 mdt cach doi khat. Trong lic do, t6i vin dtmg nguyén mdt chd va bi khoa cimg trong hai canh tay manh mé ciia
ma ca rong ndy. Toi cO trudn ngudi thoat ra, nhung namtay ¢d ta cang siet ti chit thém trong khi rang mbi van hit mau Kit.

“Christopher ngot ngao,” ¢6 ta ]ém bam khi da udng no va dang lién} lap vét thurong do. Déu vét trén ¢ Kit co mau bac va mémmai y nhur vét seo trén
ngue toi. Louisa chac hin da udng mau han trude day roi. “Ta c6 thé ném dugc sy bat tir trong mau cuia anh va thiy duoc nhitng ngdn tir dep d& nhay
mia qua nhitng suy nghi ctia anh. Matthew 1a d6 ngdc méi khong muon chia sé ching véi a

“anh &y chi mudn & phi thiy ndy.” Kit cham vao c0 twong twong ring d6 B Matthew chir khong phéi chj gai anh da udng méu tir huyét quén ctia hén.
“T6i muon a chet.”

“Ciing nhu ta thoi.” Louisa chuyén cap it den tham thémnhm sang toi. “Va vi vy, ching ta s& canh tranh vi 4. Bat ké ai thing, ciing s& bét & phai
chudc tdi cho nhiing sai Am da lam voi em trai ta. anh ban hi€u chir, nguoi tinh bé nho cta ta?”

Hai ké bon ho gior dang say thudc vi Louisa da chia s¢ dong méu ddy thude phién ciia Kit. Toi bit dau hoang loan, rdi nhd lai nhitng chi dan ctia Philippe
6 Sept-Tours.

Hay suy nghi. Hay song so.
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R&i t6i nhé t6i dira con bé bong va con hoang loan quay tré lai, t6i khong thé gay nguy hiém cho con ctia ching toi.
Kit gat dau. “Toi s& lam bat ky diéu gi dé co lai dwoc sy quan tim ctia Matthew.”

“Ta ciing nghi viy.” Louisa cudi va lai hon hin mot lan nita. “Chiing ta s& chon méu sic ctia minh cht?”

Ban dang doc truyén Mdr Md Phu Thiy dugc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full.Net.

Chuwong 35

“Chi dang gdy ra mot sai ]ﬁmkmh khiing do, Louisa,” ti canh cao va b ving vay khoi sy troi budc. 6 ta cung Kit da virt con bu nhin romky di di va
tréi toi the vao dé. Kit con bit mit t6i bang dai lya mau xanh sam lay xuong tir mot miii thurong, dé t6i khong thé bo bua ho bang anh mat ctia minh. Ca
hai dang dtg gan bén t6i, tranh cai xem nén ding cay thirong mau den bac hay chi€c mau vang va xanh luc.

“Chico thé tlmthéy Matthew & chd nir hoang va anh 4y s& giai thich tat ca.” Toi ¢ ging giit giong n6i tht binh tinh nhung khong dugc. Matthew timng
ke cho t6i nghe ve nguodi chi gai ndy hdi con & Oxford thoi hién dai, khi ca hai udng tra bén 10 sudi trong Choi Gac Co6 ctia anh. ¢6 ta cling xau xa nhu

chinh vé dep ctia minh.

“Nguoi con dam thét ra tén anh 4y sa0?” Kit tirc toi.

“Ding n6i 1vi ndo nita, con phi thity kia, néu khong ta s& dé Christopher cét hrdi ngwoi d4 dA ” Giong Louisa thit doc dia va khong can nhin vao nit ¢6
ta, t0i cing c6 thé nhin ra sy hoa tron giita hoa anh tic cing con khat mau ching ¢6 gi tt dep. Pinh nhon trén vién kim cirong clia Ysabeau cao nhe én
ma t6i khién mau ri ra. Louisa da bé ngon tay toi d€ giat lay chiéc nhan roi deo cho minh.

“T6i | vo ctia Matthew, ngudi ban doi ciia anh y. Chi hiy tudng trong xem phan tmg ciia anh Ay s& thé nao, khi phat hién nhitng viéc chi da km?”
“Nguoi & mdt con quéi vat. Néu ta chién thing thir thach ndy, ta s& 1ot tré"m‘céi Ve ngoai gid tao ctia con nguoi nguoi va kham pha diéq 4n giu bén
du6i” Timg 101 n6i chay vao tai t6i nhur mdt loai doc dugc. “Va ta da ndirdi, khi Matthew nhin thay con nguoi tht cta ngroi, n & rat vui mimg dugc
chia s¢ niém khodi lac nhin nguoi chét cing ta.”

Tiéng n6i chuyén ctia bon ho nhd hon khi di xa din nén t6i khong thé biét duoc ho & dau hay ho s& quay lai tir hudng ndo. Gios ddy, t6i hoan toan don
daoc.

Hay suy nghi. Hay sng sot.

C6 diéu & d6 dang rung Ién trong 16ng ngue t6i nhung khong phai 1 cam gidc hoang so. Do 1 rong lra. Toi khong don doc va t6i 1 mdt phi thity. Toi
khong can doi mit nay dé ¢ thé quan sat thé giéi xung quanh.

Newoi thiy diéu gi? T6i hoi dat va khong khi.

Chinh rong lira d3 tra 10i ti. ¢6 nang kéu riu rit, v& canh mdt cach hao himg gitta bung va hai I phoi ciia t6i trong lic danh gi4 tinh hung xung quanh.
Ho ¢ dau? Toi tu hoi.

Con mt thir ba md rong, 01 trong thiy nhiéu mau séc lung linh vio thoi diém cudi xuan, voi nhimg tia sang ryc 16 mau xanh duong va xanh lyc. Soi to
mau xanh lyc thamben X0dn cing soi to tréng va vo 16i lai quanh thir gi d6 mau den. Toi lan theo ti chd Louisa, ¢6 ta dang leo 1én lung mdt con ngwa bi

kich dong. N6 van khong hé ngin ngai di chuyén, chéing chiu dtmg yén dudi chédn nma ca réng nén Louisa cin vao cd con ngwra dé bude nd khong nhiic
nhich, nhung khéng thé giam nhe ndi khiép so ctia nd.

Toi theo déu nhimg soi to khéc ¢6 mau do thim va tréing, dinh ninh réing ching s& dan t6i chd Matthew. Nhung thay vio d6, t0i trong théy mdt tap hop
hinh déng va méu sic xoén tit, gy hoang mang, kinh ngac. ToingA ra xa, tht xa, t6i khi roi phich xudng mdt tim dém lanh ko. Tuyet Toi hit Iy bau
khong khi gid bang ctia mia dong vao phdi. Toi khong con dang bj troi vao chiéc coc trong cung dién Greenwich vao mdt budi chidu cudi thing Nam
nita. Gior thi 61 méi khoang bdn hodc nim tudi, dang niim ngira trén manh san nhd phia sau ngdi nha ctia gia dinh tai Cambridge.

Va t6i nh6 lai.

Cha v t6i dang choi diia sau mdt tran tuyét Ion. Doi ging tay ho ngon méu do sim Harvard thélt twong phén véi mau tréing tinh khiét. Ching t0i lam thién
than trén nén tuyt, hai canh tay va d6i chan quét Ién xubng. Vao lic do, t6i dang bi cudn hit boi cau hoi, lam thé nao ma moi khi di chuyén canh tay du
nhanh thi nhimg d6i canh thién thén tréing lai thodng mau do nhat.

“Tya nhu con rong c6 doi canh lira vay,” t6i thi thAm voi cha. Hai tay 6ng van gitt nguyén.
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“Con trong thiy rong khi nao ha Diana?” Giong 6ng c6 vé nghiém trong. Toi biét 16 sy khéc biét giita am diéu nghiém tic lic nay va giong tréu dia
thuong I€. Ngu y 1a 6ng mudn nhan duge cau tra 101, mdt cau tra 16i thanh thyc.

“Nhiéu lan Eim, phan 16n 1 vao budi tdi a.” Hai canh tay t6i kéo nhanh va nhanh hon. Lop tuyét bén dudi bi xody tron va doi meu, toa ra nhitng anh sang
nh¢ nhe mau xanh lyc va vang, dé va den, bac va lyc lam

“Vay ching thuong 6 dau?” Ong thi thAm, nhin chim chi vao dong tuyét. ‘Ching dang duoc don day dan quanh nguoi t6i, nang né va am am nhur thé strc
song ton tai. mot chdng tuyét ngly cang chat cao va kéo daira quanh chiéc dau manh khanh cta con rong Phan tuyét bi gat rong ra thanh hinh mot doi
canh. Con rong rii bo dam tuyét khoi lop vay tring cta n6. Khi n6 quay sang nhin cha t6i, ong Jam bam diéu gi d6 va vd nhe 1én miii con rong, nhur thé ca
hai timg gip it trude ddy. N6 nha ra nhig hoi thd 4m ap kim bdc hoi bau khong khi gia lanh,

“Gan nhur 1a bén trong con - & ddy a.” Toi ngdi én dé bay to cho cha hiéu & y minh. D6i ban tay deo ging ho ngén ctia t6i dat én vom ngue. Chiing
nhan duoc hoi am qua lan da, qua 16p 4o khoac va qua nhitng soi len dan sét ctia chiec ging. “Tuy vy, khi c6 nang can bay nhdy, con hily cho c6 nang
ra ngoai vi ta khong du khong gian cho n6 sai rong canh.”

mot cip canh sang lp lanh dat trén nén tuyét sau hung toi.

“Con dé roi d6i canh ctia chinh minh & phia sau kia,” cha t6i nghiém khéic ni.

Nang rong bo ra khoi dong tuyét. Doi mfit mau den bac ctia nd chép chdp khi duge sai canh ty do bay 1én khong trung va bién mit bén kia cdy to.
Hinh anh ctia n6 ngay cang tré nén mo ho hon moi lan dép canh. Con doi canh da mo dan di trén 6p tuyet sau ung toi.

“Rdng khong mang con theo cling va ¢6 nang ching bao gits & au,” t6i thé dai néi. “Tai sao vAy cha?”
“C6 I& n6 con nhiéu noi khac can toi.”

Toi ngﬁm nghikha nang ndy. “Gidng nhu con va me t61 truong phai khong a?” B me i trudng thudng khién i tré con bdi rdi. Tat ca dam tré trong khu
nha déu nghi vay cho di bd me ching cling gan nhu & trrdng ca ngay.

“Kiéu nhu vy.” Cha t6i van ngdi trén tuyét, hai canh tay 6ng vong quanh dau gbi va 6ng mim cudi. “Cha yéu ¢ phi thity trong con, Diana 4.”
“cO nang so me.”

“khong,” Cha Iic du. “Me chi so thay doi thoi.”

“Con da ¢b ging gitr bi mat vé con rong nhung con nghi me biét ca,” t6i rau i noi.

“Céc ba me thuong nhan ra dé > dang,” cha t0i n6i va nhin xubng nén tuyét. Doi canh cua 61 gio da bién mét hoan toan. “Nhung me ciing biét lic ndo con
mudn udng chocolate néng. Néu gior ching ta vao nha, cha doan me da lam sin roi ddy.” Cha t6i dimg ddy va gio tay ra.

T6i dan ban tay deo chiéc ging ho ngén mau do sdm vao trong cai ndm siét clia cha.

“Cha s& luon & day dé ndm tay con mdi khi trdi tré tdi chir?” Toi hoi.

Man dém dang bubng xudng va t6i dot nhién c6 cam gide e s nhimg cai bong. Lil quai vat an ndp trong chdn u dm, nhing sinh Vit xa la thurong quan sat
t0i lic choi dua.

“khong,” cha t6i d4p kém theo mot cai kic dau. Mdi t6i run run boi d6 khong phéi i cau tra 16i m t6i mong mudn. “Nhung dimg lo.” Giong 6ng néi nho
thanh 161 thi thAm. “Con ludn c6 nang rong ¢ bén ma.”

mdt giot méu tir vét da bi rach gin mit roi va nho thing xudng nén dat bén canh. Mic di bi bit mit, t6i c6 thé cam thiy chuyén dong chim ri ctia né va
cach no tiep dat, trd thanh mot vét mau udt. mdt mam cay nho n tir do.

Nhirng chiéc mong vudt dang m am lao vé phia toi. Ai d6 vira hét lén mdt tiéng tang thwong va cao viit, goi nhé t6i hinh anh nhiing trin chién c6 xura.
am thanh d6 khién rong ltra cang bon chon hon. Toi can gidi thoat minh that nhanh.

Thay vi ¢ ging tiép tuc quan sat cc soi to dan t6i chd Kit va Louisa, t6i tap trung vao nhitng soi ddy dugc dan két roi budc chit quanh ¢ tay va mit

céa chan minh. Khi dinh néi long chiing ra thi mt vét sac nhon va niing né bong dap vao xuong suon ctia t6i. Cu va cham khién t61 thé hét ra.

“Dimg danh!” Kit hét Ién. “A phi thiy ndy 1 ciia t6i ma!”

“Suot qua thdi,” Louisa dinh chinh. “anh phai dam duoc cdy thirong vao co thé ¢6 4 thi moi tuyén bd a 1a chién loi phdm ctia minh dwoc.”

Buon thay, t0i chang biét chitt luat choi ndo, ¢4 trd d4u thwong fan phép thudt. Goody Alsop da noi thing trurde khi chiing t6i rdi Praha. Tat ca nhitng gi

¢ ¢ lic nay la mjt con rong lira wong nganh, mit quang sang gan nhur im mil nyit va xu huéng dét ra nhimg cau hoi yéu cau nhimg cau tré 10 tinh

qudi, ba ay da ndi vy. Toi dang bo mic cong viée dét than chii cia minh dé ing hd cac muru do tricu chinh ciing nhur ngimg viée theo dudi phép thuét

cuia ban than dé san tim Ashimole 782. C¢ thé néu t6i ¢ lai London thi gio da biét cach kéo ban than ra khdi md hon ddn nay, thay vi bi trdi vao mot cay
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¢t 16n nhur phu thity trén gian hoa thiéu.

Suy nghi. Sng sot.

“Chiing ta phai thir Jin nira,” Louisa n6i. Giong c¢6 ta nho dan trong lic quay dau ngura va tién ra xa.
“Pumng lam vay Kit,” t6i ni. “Hay nghi ¢én Matthew. Néu anh mudn t6i di, t6i s& di. Toi hira.”

“1.0i hira ctia nguoi chéing I céi thé gi ca, d phu thity 2. Nguoi s& bét chéo ngén tay va tim cach kich khoi loi cam két ctia chinh minh. Thém chi lic nay,
ta da c6 thé thay quang sang quanh ngwoi, khi ngwoi co gang ding phép thuat chong lai ta.”

mit quing sang gan nhur Bim mii mét. Nhing cau hoi khoi goi nhitng cau tra i tinh ranh. Va mdt con rong lira bat tri.

Moi thir thét tinh Eing,

Chiing ta nén lam gi day? T6i hoi rong lira.

Cau tra oi la tiéng vO nhe canh i sai rongra hét c&. Poi canh truot giita cic xwong sudn, xuyén qua op thit va hién ra ¢ hai bén xwong song, Nang
rong lira ndim yén tai d6 cing chiéc dudi quan quanh dé bao vé da con ctia toi. N6 Ién nhin trdm tir sau xuwong (e, d6i niit méu den bac va lai v canh
Jan nia.

Hay sng sot, c6 nang thi thAm d4p lai, timg tir ngi¥ toa ra mdt man swong mi xam che phi quanh toi.

Strc manh tir d6i canh VO Vao coc 2 day sau lung, phin ring cua kiéu nhur mép vo so ciia chiée canh cét xuyén qua soi ddy bude ¢ tay. Va thir gi d6
gidng hinh mong wubt sic nhon cit qua phin day bude quanh mét c4 chan t6i. Khi Kit cing Louisa tién vao man miy xamdo rong lira tung ra danh lac
huéng, 161 lién phong ngudi kén cao khoang hon murdi met. Ho chuyén dong qua nhanh nén khong thé dumg lai hay doi huong. Hai chiéc thurong dan chéo
nhau rdi ri tung 1én va Iyrc va cham khién ca hai ban ra khoi keng ngura. Ngay khi toi vira xé toac chiéc khiin bit nit bang ban tay knh kin thi Annie xuét
hién bén mép trudng dau.

“Ba chiil” Con bé thét Ién. Nhung t6i khong mudn c6 nhoc & ddy, gan Louisa de Clermont.

“di di!” Toéi rit 1én. Tirng 101 ndi toa ra Ira cling khoi trong e t61 bay quanh Kit va Louisa.

Méu nhé ra quanh ¢ tay va chan t6i. Cr noi ndo ¢6 giot mau do nho xudng thi mjt mém ciy miu den lai chdi lén. Rét nhanh chong, mit hing rdo mau
den duoc tao ra tir cac than cay manh khanh, viy quanh tén yéu tinh va 4 ma ca rong trude s kinh ngac ctia ho. Louisa ¢b ging nhd ching khoi mit dét
nhung phép thuat cuia t61 gitt hang rao dimg yén.

“Toi s& durge tien doan trrong lai ctia hai ngurdi chir?” Toi hoi mdt cach cay nghiét khi ca hai bon ho nhin Ién toi tir ludng cdy phia dudi véi anh mét lo so
nhung day thém khat. “anh s€ ching bao gi thoa mén ndi thém nmudn trong trai tim duroc, Kit a, boi d6i khi ta khong thé ¢6 thir minh mong muon nhat.
Va ¢6 ciing chang thé lap day nhitng khoang trong trong long, Louisa — dii bang mau hay con tirc gian. Ca hai cling s& chét, boi cai chét dang téi bén hai
nguoi khong sém thi nmdn. Tuy vay, t6i cam doan nhitng cai chét d6 khong hé nhe nhang dau.”

mt con Idc tién t6i gan. Toi van dimg yén va nhan ra Hancock.

“Davy!” Nhitng ngon tay méu ngoc trai ctia Louisa siét iy céc thanh coc bao quanh minh. “Gitp bon ta. A phi thity nay ding phép thuit dé ha nhyc ta
va Kit. Hay doat lay d6i mit cua &, cau s€ tude di strc manh phu thity.”

“Matthew dang t6i déy, Louisa,” Hancock ddp 1oi. “Néu ¢b & trong hang ro bao vé ctia Diana s& an toan hon 1 bo chay trude con gian dit ciia
Matthew day.”

“Chéing c6 ai trong ching ta s& an toan ca. A s& thrc hién 10 tién tri c6 xwa ma Gerbert tirng ndi véi Maman nhiéu néim trude. A ta s& phéa hiy nha de
Clermont!”

“Chéng c6 chit sy tht ndo trong I0i tién tri d6 ca!” Hancock thurong hai noi.

“Cé day!” Louisa khing khing. “Hay cép than a pht thiy mang trong minh dong méau cta sur tir va ché soi ny, boi chinh & 1 nguoi s& tiéu diét nhirg
dura con cua bong dém. Loi tién tri ndi vé & phu thily ndy, cau khong thay sao?”

“Ti c6 thé théy 10 1a ¢6 khong dugc khoe, Louisa a.”

Louisa dmg théing ngudi va hét én gidn dir. “Ta 2 mdt manjasang va ta hoan toan khoe manh, Hancock.”

Henry chay t6i cling Jack ngay sau do, hai bén 16ng nguc phap phdng vi géing sirc. Henry dira méit nhin quanh truong d4u.
“c6 Ay d4u roi?” anh ta hét Ién voi Hancock, miét nhin xung quanh.

“trén kia,” Hancock d4p, ra ddu ngon cai kén troi. “Nhu Annie néi.”
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“Diana.” Henry thd phao nhe nhom

mdt con gio xody u dm mau xam den cudn t6i du trudng va dimg lai ngay bén cay coc gity ma toi bi trdi vio. Matthew ching can ai théng béo vi tri ctia
t61 lic nay vi d61 mat anh tim thay t6i ngay 1ap tirc.

Walter va Pierre 1a nhitng pguéi,dén cudi ctng, Pierre dang cong Annie quay lai, hai canh tay giy gudc ctia con bé bam chit quanh c6 anh ta. Khi Pierre
dung lai, c6 nhoc truot xuong dat.

“Walter!” Kit thét Ién ciing v6i Louisa tir sau hang rao. “A ta phai dimg lai. Tha ching t6i ra, anh biét phai lim gi ma. T6i d& n6i chuyén véi mot phi thiy
0 Newgate, va...”

mot canh tay thoc xuyén qua cac thanh rio den va nhing ngdn tréing dai tom iy ¢6 hong Kit. Marlowe Iyc byc vai tiéng rdi im ing,

“khong, Puoc. n6i. mot. Tir. Nao. Ca.” Doi mit ctia Matthew quét qua Louisa.

“Matthiev.” Mau va thudc phién van anh hudng t6i cach phat am kiéu Phap ciia Louisa. “Ta on Chiia 1 em ¢ ddy, chi rt vui dugc gip em.”

“Chj khong nén thiy vui mirmg,” Matthew ném K(it ra xa.

T6i ha xudng phia sau keng anh, d6i canh m6i moc it tré lai vao bén trong xurong sudn. Nang rong lira vin tiép tuc canh giac, chiéc dubi van cubn chit
quanh da con toi. Matthew cam nhan duoc sy hién dién cia t6i, lién vong tay 6m tdi vao long trong khi anh mat khong hé roi khoi nhimg ke bi giam gitt
kia. Cdc ngdn tay cua anh hrdt t6i chd cay thurong dap vao ngudi toi, lAn qua vat 4o dai, 4o trong va kin da, rdi dimg lai phia trén Iong ngire. Vét thurong

i wdt dam méu.

Matthew xoay nguoi t6i nga Ién dau gdi anh, rdi xé 16p vai 40 bén trén vét thirong. anh chiri thAm, dit tay Ién bung va d6i mét thi ra soét k toan bo co
thé cua toi.

“Em khoe. Bon em van khoe,” toi qua quyét v6i anh.
anh dtmg déy, d6i mét den sdm lai va mach mau noi thai dwong gian git.

“Ngai Roydon?” Jack rut re t6i gin Matthew. Chiéc cam ctia cau nhoc dang run riy. Ban tay ctia Matthew bén ra va tam ly c6 4o cau bé trude khi nd
cd thé t6i qua gan bén t6i. Jack khdng hé nao ming, “Ngai dang gip ac mong a?”’

Ban tay cua Matthew tha cdu nhéc ra. “Phai, Jack, m6t con 4c mong kinh hoang ™ Jack dan tay minh vao trong tay Matthew. “Chau s& doi bén canh ngai
cho t61 khi n6 két thuc.” Hai miit t6i rom rém nude. Matthew van thudng néi cau nay véi Jack vao nhitng dém ma ndi khiép s¢ c6 thé nhan chim cau
nhoc.

Ban tay ctia Matthew siét chat iy tay Jack trong su théu hiéu im king. C4 hai dimg yén — mdt ngudi cao I6n trang kién, mdt ngudi thi mong manh va
nguong nghiu, hai cai bong mo nhat d6 xudng. Con thinh n$ ctiia Matthew bat dau ngudi dan.

“Khi Annie n6i voi anh ring mot nir wearh dang bt em, anh chéing thé nghi réng. . .” anh khong thé noi tiép.

“La Christopher!” Louisa hét Ién, tranh xa khoi g3 yéu tinh cudng dai & bén canh. “Ga ndi em d bi bo bia, nhung chi ¢6 thé ngiri thiy mii mau ctia ¢ ta
trén nguoi em. Em khong bi tring bua ctia ¢6 ta ma duge ¢d ta nudi dudng.”

“cb Ay 1 ngudi ban doi ciia em,” Matthew giai thich bang giong diéu chét choc. “Va c6 dy dang ¢ mang”

Marlowe rit Ién thanh tiéng trong khi d6i méit thi thc théing vao bung ti. Toi lién dua canh tay gly Ién bao vé con khéi anh it chim chil ctia gil yéu tinh
ndy.

“Chuyén ny khong thé nio, Matthew khong thé...” Vé réi loan trén mét Kit chuyén thanh gian di.

“Tham chi ic ndy ddy, 4 ta con bo bua anh dy. Sao ngwoi c6 thé phan boi anh dy theo cach nay? Ai mdi i cha dira con ctia ngwoi, ba Roydon?”’

Mary Sidney cho rémg toi tirng bi cuong doat. Gallowglass thi quy duabé la con cUa tmh nhan hoac nguoi chfmg da mét clia t0i, chrph diéu nay da danh
dan 6ng ma ga yéu.

“Bit iy 4 ta, Hancock!” Louisa van xin. “Ching ta khong thé d& mot mu phi thity dua thir tap ching ctia n6 vao nha de Clermont.”

Hancock Fic d4u rdi khoanh tay.

“Chi ¢ ghing ha nhyc ngudi ban doi ctia em, chi con khién ¢6 dy d6 mau,” Matthew ndi. “Va dira bé khong phai tap ching, n6 1a con ciia em.”

“khong thé nio,” Louisa ndi nhung giong diéu gio chéng con chic chan.

“Dra bé i clia em,” em trai c0 ta Eip lai mdt cach qua quyét. “Xéc thit ctia em. DOng méu ciia em.”
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“c6 ta mang trong minh dong méu cta loai soi,” Louisa thi tham. “A phi thity nay chinh 1 nguoi mé 10 tién tri nhéc t6i. Néu dira bé con sng, no s& tiéu
diét tat ca ching ta!”

“Pua ho bién khoi tAm mét cla ta.” Giong noi gﬁa Matthew nhudm méu chét choc va dﬁy thinh nd. “Trudc khi ta xé x4c ho thanh nhiéu ménh va quéng
cho cho &n.”” anh dap vo cai hang rao va tom lay ngudi ban cling chi gai ctia minh.

“Ta s& khong di. ..” Louisa vira m& miéng thi nhin xudng da thiy Hancock ném Iy canh tay minh.

‘O ¢ s& di tdi noi ndo t6i dan dén,” anh ta diu dang n6i. Hancock Iy chiéc nhn ctia Ysabeau khoi ngon tay Louisa va ném sang Matthew. “Toi tin
rang Vit ndy 1A ctia vo anh.”

“Con Kit?” Walter hoi, dua mit nhin Matthew thin trong,
“C6 vé ho rét thich nhau, nhSt anh ta ciing Louisa.” Matthew ddy gi yéu tinh v& phia Raleigh.
“Nhung ¢ 4y s&...” Walter dinh noi.

“Ubng mau gii u?” Matthew t6 vé cay nghiét. “Chi ta da lim rdi. Cach duy nhit dé mdt ma ca rong cam thiy tic dung ctia rwou hay lidu thudc 1 tinh
mach cua loai mau ndng,”

Walter phéin doén tm trang ctia Matthew roi gt dau. “Tot thi, Matthew. Ching t6i & i theo nhing gi anh mubn. Hay dura Diana cing bon tré t6i
Blackfiiars va dé moi chuyén khac cho Hancock va t61.”

skkk

“Toi da béo anh dy khong can lo Fing gi . Dira bé vin khoe.” Toi kéo chiéc do I6t ciia minh xudng, Dring ¢ tat ca da vé théing nha nhung Matthew ki
phai Pierre di tim Susanna va Goody Alsop. Gio ddy, can nha ngdp tran nhimg ma ca rong va phu thily day gian dir. “C6 I8 ba c6 the thuyet phuc anh
dy.”

Susanna rira tay trong chdu nude xa phong néng. “Néu chong ciia ¢6 khong tin vao chinh mit minh thi t6i chéng thé lim hay n6i gi dé thuyét phuc 6ng dy
ca.” Ba cat tiéng goi Matthew. Gallowglass vao cting anh, ca hai dirg kin ca 6 ctra.

“C6 that Ia co khong sao chr?” Khudn mit ctia Gallowglass tai mét.

“To1 bi gy mdt ngdn tay va ran mot cai xwong suon. Chi can ngi cau thang ciiing c6 thé bj vay rdi nhung nhd Susanna ma ngon tay bi gy cua t6i da
lanh.” T61 du01 thing ban tay’ van bj sung phong va phai deo chiéc nhin ctia Ysabeau sang tay kia, tuy vdy, cac ngon tay c6 thé ctr dong ma khong dau

don. Vét cit bén nguoi s it nhiéu thoi gian hon. Matthew da tir chbi viée dimg méu ma ca rong dé chita knh nd nén Susanna phai tim giai phép thay
thé 13 mot loai thude ddp va vai mii khau phép thuat.

“Gir ching ta ¢6 qua nhiéu ly do chinh dang dé cam ghét Louisa,” Matthew dirt khodt, “nhung ciing phai cam on rang: Chi ta khong dinh giét em vi
Louisa ma d4 nham muc tiéu thi khong thé trurot duge. Gia nhur chi ta muon dam thirong xuyén qua tim thi em s& chét mat.”

“Louisa d4 qué ban tm dén 1o tién tri mi Gerbert ndi vi Ysabeau.”

Gallowglass va Matthew liéc nhau.

“Ching c6 gi dau,” Matthew 1n6i cho qua chuyén, “chi 14 vai diéu ngu ngdc ma gi ta tudng twong ra dé kich dong Maman.”

“D 14 1o tién tri ctia Meridiana phai khong?”” Trong thim tam, t6i d& nhdn ra n6 khi Louisa nhic t6i. Timg tir ngi mang theo nhidu ky trc vé cai dung
cham ctia Qerben 0 La Pierre. Va 101 n6i d6 khien khong khi bao quanh Louisa kéu Iach tich boi dién tich nhur thé ¢6 ta chinh 1a Pandora d3 mo ra mot
cai ruong day phép thuat bi bé quén tr lau.

“Meridiana mudn doa Gerbert hodng s¢ trurdc turong lai va ba ta da thanh cong.” Matthew ic du. “Chang c6 diéu gi trong d6 ding véi em ca.”

“Cha anh I3 sur ttr, con anh |4 s61” Long t6i chot thiy budt gi4 - diéu d6 bao hiéu toi s& gip ric roi, tai noi ma dnh sang khong bao gio c6 thé ck}iéu tol.
Toi nhin chong minh, mdt trong nhitng dira tré ctia bong dém dugc nhéc t6i trong 101 tién tri. Dira con dau long cta ca hai da mat. Toi voi dap tat suy
nghii ctia ban than, khéng mudn gitt ching trong tim va tam tri minh du au € tr¢' thanh m6t 4m thi. Tuy nhién, chang hiéu qua. Ching t6i da thang than voi
nhau téi mirc khong thé che giau Matthew hay chinh ban than t6i bat cur dieu gi.

“Em chiing c6 gi phai s c4,” Matthew néi, hon hrdt 1én moi ti. “Cude doi em da day dp nhitng dau hiu ctia sy hity diét rdi.”

Toi dé anh cam doan v6i minh Jn nita, nhung gidc quan thir sdu & bén trong van phét 1 1vi anh. Bang céch ndo do, ¢ noi no do, mdt sirc manh nguy
hiém va day chét choc dang duoc giai phong, Thim chi, ngay lic ndy, t6i c6 thé cam thay nhiing sgi to cuia nd dang sict chat va kéo 61 vao ving bong
tO1 mit miing,

Ban dang doc truyén Mgt Ma Phii Thiry duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuong 36

Toi dang dimg doi Annie chon mon him ding trong bia t6i, dudi thm bién hiéu cia quan Ngdng Vang thi dnh it chéim chitm tir mt ma ca rong hrét
tdi, at di ca bau khong khi mua he.

“Cha Hubbard,” t6i Ién tiéng va quay vé hudng luong khi lanh budt d6. Doi mit cia g ma ca rong thodng liéc qua 1ong ngure toi. “Toi y lam ngac nhién
khi chong ba d€ vo minh lang thang quanh thanh ph6 ma khong c6 nguoi h tong, cho duda ¢ chuyén xay ra ¢ Greenwich, ma ba con dang mang trong
minh dira con ctia 6ng ay nita chir.”

Nang rong lira ctia t6i van lubn trong trang thai bao vé cao do ké tir vu viée xéy ra tai dau trudng. N6 cudn chiée dudi quanh hong toi.

“Moi ngudi déu biét ring, cac wearh khong thé i cha ciia nhitng dira tré sinh ra tir nhimg ba me méu nong,” toi thd o dap.

“C6 vé trudng hop bét khé thi d6 khong anh huong méy t6i mdt phi thity nhur ba.” Vé mit di ton ciia Hubbard cang nhén nho hon. “Da sb céc sinh vét
khéc nguoi tin rang thi do khinh miét cia Matthew danh cho phu thiy ching bao gio thay doi, nhung vai ke lai thich th cho rang, 6ng ta chinh | nguoi
tao dicu kién dé Barbara Napier thoat khoi gian hoa thiéu tai Scotland.” Céc sy kién & Berwick tiép tuc chiem hét thoi gian cia Matthew ciing nhur
nhitng 1i don thoi ma cAc sinh vat khac ngudi cling con ngudi van truyén tai nhau tai London.

“Matthew khong & gan Scotland vao thoi diém d6.”

“Ong ta cn gi phai lam thé. Hancock dang ¢ Edinburgh, hanh xtr nhur mt ‘ngudi ban’ ctia Napier. Ciing chinh anh ta 16 ra chuyén mang thai ciia c6 ta
khién trieu dinh cht y.”” Hubbard thd ra uong khong khi lanh 180 ¢6 miii clia rimg cay.

“Phi thity d6 vo i trude nhitng o1 cdo bude chbng lai ba ta,” t6i coe can dap va kéo chiée khiin choang qua vai. “Bdi thim doan da tuyén bé tring 4n.”

“Chi d6i voi mot 1i cdo bude thoi.” Hubbard dén By céi trimg it ciia ti. “c6 ta con gy ra nhiéu didu sai trai hon thé. Va boi c6 mdi quay lai dao gin
day, nén c6 thé chura nghe ndi vé viéc: Vua James da tim ra mot cach dé 1at lai 1oi phan quyét ctia bdi thim doan trong vu Napier.”

“Lat lai u? Bang c4ch ndo thé?”

“Vua Xt Scotland gin ddy khong con say mé nhigt thanh véi Dai Hoi DOng nhur truc, VA céi ndy la nhd on chong ba déy. Thai do khong 1o rang cia
Matthew doi véi ban hiép wde, cling nhur cac hanh dong can thiép cuia 6ng ta vao doi song chinh tri tai Scotland da goi y cho bé ha tim ra nhing 16 hong
phép ly cta chinh 6ng ta. Vua James dang dua cac thanh vién ban boi tham da tuyén bd a phi thity d6 tréing an ra tda. Ho bi budc i lam mét di tinh
c6ng bang ctia nha vua. Viée rin de cac bdi thim doan lan ndy s& bao dam két qua cho cac phién toa trong twong lai.”

“P6 khong phai 1 ké hoach ciia Matthew,” t6i ndi, dau 6¢ quay cudng,

“Céi kiéu ranh ma d6 that diing v6i Matthew de Clermont. Napier va dira con so sinh ctia ¢ ta ¢6 thé séng sot nhung hang ta cac sinh vat vo tdi khac s&
chét boi dicu do.” Nét mit ciia Hubbard trd nén vo cling nhéin nhé. “Day chang phéi diéu nha de Clermont mong mudn sao?”

“Sao 6ng dam!”

“Chau lay duoc. ..” Annie budc ra phd va suyt danh roi cai ndi trén tay. Toi lién dua tay ra giit c6 bé lai.

“Camon Annie.”

“Ba c6 biét chong minh & dau vao budi sang thang Nam dep trdi hém nay khong, ba Roydon?”

“anh 4y ¢ cong viéc bén ngoai.”” Matthew da & lai dé chéc chén toi c6 ding bita sang, 16i hon tam biét t0i va rdi khoi nha ctng Pierre. Jack ¢6 vé khong
cam chiu khi Matthew bao cdu bé phai & lai cting Harriot. T6i da cam thay chdt da béi viée tir choi dura Jack ciing vao thi tran khong giong Matthew
chit ndo.

“khong,” Hubbard nhe nhang ndi, “6ng ta dang & Bedlam cting chi gai minh va Christopher Marlowe.”

Badlam | mjt hAm giam hoan toan bi mat, ngoai trtr cai tén ctia n6 — mot noi dé quén lang, noi ma sy dién khing bi khoa chét cing voi nhitng con nguoi
bi chinh gia dinh minh chon cat, chi bang vai o1 vu khng nhdm i bo ho. O d6 chang ¢o gi ngoai rom dé ng, thudng xuyén khong co thue phamcung
cap, khong c6 mot manh long tdt ndo tir dam cai nguc va ciing khong c6 mot sw dbi dai 4n can ndo. Phin I6n cac ti nhan ching bao gio tron thoat, ma

dii ¢6 trdn duoe, ho ciing hiém khi hoi phuyc lai sau nhing trai nghiém tai déy.

“Matthew khong hai long véi viéc thay d6i phan quyét & Scotland, nén gidr dng ta dang tim cch ban phét cong Iy ciia minh tai London,” Hubbard tiép
tuc.
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“anh dy di tham vin ho sang hdm nay. Toi hiéu viéc anh dy van & d6.” Lic nay troi da qua tnra.

“To6i da trong thdy Matthew de Clermont giét nguoi nhanh chong thé 130 mggi khi 6ng ta ndi gian. Trong thiy thoi da du toi t& rdi. Chi can xem ong ta
hanh dong mdt cach chdmrai va can than cting du khién ké kién quyét vo than nhat cling phai tin vao ma quy.”

Kit. Louisa ki mdt ma ca rong va cting chia sé¢ dong méu ciia Ysabeau véi Matthew. ¢ ta c6 thé tyr lo cho minh, nhung mdt yéu tinh thi..

“Ben chd Goody Alsop di Annie. Bao v6i ba iy rang ta s& t6i Bedlam dé tim ong Marlowe va chi gai ong Roydon.” T6i xoay ¢6 nhéc sang huréng can di
16i tha ra, chidn ban thin giita c6 bé va gi ma ca rong,

“Chau phai & cling ba chii co,” Annie n6i, hai mét mo I6n. “Ong Roydon bit chau hira roi!”

“C6 nguoi can phii biét ta s& di dAu ma Amnie. Hay n6i v6i Goody Alsop diéu chéu nghe duge ¢ day. Ta c6 thé ti tim dwong t6i Bedlam” Thyc ra, t0i
chi c6 mit y niém mo ho ve i tri clia nha thurong khét tiéng nay, tuy vay, t6i cd nhicu cach khac dé timra Matthew & dau. Toi nam lai cac ngon tay
twdng tirong quanh soi xich bén trong minh va da sin sang kéo no.

“Doi da.” Ban tay ctia Hubbard khép lai quanh ¢6 tay khién toi nhay dung Ién. Ong ta goi tén mit ngudi nao d6 trong béng tdi - chinh 1 chang trai tré
iy gd ma Matthew tirng nhic t6i bang céi tén phit hop mdt cach ky la Amen Corner. “Con trai toi s& dua ba di.”

“Matthew s& biét t6i & cling dng lic nay.” Téi nhin xubng ban tay ctia Hubbard. N6 van nim By b tay t6i va dang chuyén cai mii riéng biét clia ong ta
sang lan da am &p ctia t6i. “anh ay s&€ nhdn ra cdu nhoc.”

C4i ndm tay ctia Hubbard cang siét chit hon va t6i kéu Ién mot tiéng nho to vé da hiéu.
“Néu 6ng mudn ddng hanh cing t6i t&i Bedlam, Cha Hubbard, thi ong chi cin m& miéng hoi thoi.”

Hubbard biét moi duong ngang ngd doc giita ph6 James Garlickhythe va Bishopsgate. Chiing t0i virot qua bén ia ranh gidi thinh phd va tién vao mot
khu 6 chudt ngoai thanh London. Khu vire xung quanh Bedlam cling giong nhur Cripplegate, ngheo khé va dong duc. Tuy vay, nhitng no6i kinh hoang
thure sur van chua toi.

Vién quan nguc gip ching ti tai cong va dan tit ca vao trong noi tirmg mot thoi dwoc biét dén 1 bénh vién Thanh Mary tai Bethlehem. Ong Sleford 1
chd thin quen v6i Cha Hubbard nén khong can phai luén cti va ling ting, dAn tat ca t6i mot trong nhitng canh cira kién ¢b bén kia ménh san trong 16n
nhén. Tiéng la hét ctia cac bénh nhan tham chi van the thé vong ra qua céc 10p tudng gd va d4 day ctia tu vién ¢d xay tir thoi Trung C6. Phén 1on cac
Kkhung cira s6 khong ¢6 kinh va md to ho ra, bat chap thoi tiét. Mui hoi thdi tir rac rudi, do muc nat va tubi gia 1an 4t toan bo bau khong khi.

“Purng,” t61 kéu n, tur chdi ban tay dua ra ctia Hubbard, khi tAt ca budc vao khu vuc day dac érp u6t. Toi co mdt cam gidc ghé tdm khi nhdn léy su
giip d& cua Ong ta trong khi ban thin hoan toan tur do, con cac bénh nhan kia chang nhin dugce bat cit sy tro giip nao.

Khi da ¢ bén trong, nhirg bong ma cia céc bénh nhan qua ¢b tan cong i t6i tAp va cac soi to' lm chom xodn xung quanh nhitng dong nguoi dau khd
cu trit bén trong bénh vién. Toi dp che cam gide ring ron d6 bang cach tap trung vao cdc bai tdp mang tinh toan hoc kinh khiing, chia nhitng ngudi dan
ong va dan ba t6i thdy vao tirng nhomnhd dé sap x€p ho lai voi nhau theo mdt cach moi

T6i da dém dwoc hai muoi bénh nhan trong sudt doan dudng xudi hanh lang, Mudi bon ké I yéu tinh. Nira t4 trong s hai muoi ngudi d6 hoan toan tran
trudng va hon murdi ké chi mic nhing thir gié rach. mdt ngudi phy nit mang trén minh bd d6 dan éng béan thiu cho diind khé dit tién va nhin ching t6i
bang vé thil dich 16 1. ¢ ta 3 mdt trong s ba con ngudi tai ddy, con ¢6 hai phil thily va mdt ma ca rong nita. Murdi lim ké trong s nhing linh hon ti
nghiép d6 bi khoa vio tuong, xich xudng san hodc ca hai. Bon trong nimké con lai khong thé dimg na chi lom khom dudi chan twong dé noi chuyén va
cao 1én d4. mot trong s6 ho tur do. anh ta khiéu vil, trén trudng va dang di xubi dan theo hanh lang t6i chd ching toi.

mdt cin phong c6 cira. Thir g d6 n6i vi 16i ring, Louisa va Kit dang & bén trong,
Vién quan nguc mo khoa va g0 cira mot cach diit khoat. Khi khong nhin duoc tiéng hdi dép ngay Bp tirc, 6ng ta nén thit manh,

“Toi da nghe thy ngay tir lan dau tién rdi, ong Skeford.” Trang phuc clia Gallowglass thét v0 clng tOi t&, voi nhidu vét cao mi trén ma va méu ddy xudng
4o chén. Khi trong thay t6i dung sau Sleford, anh chang trong con t€ hon gap doi. “cd.”
“Dé t6i vao.”

“D6 khong phaila y kién hay...” Gallowglass nhin nét mat toi lﬁp nita roi bude sang bén. “Louisa da qﬁt mdt it mau nén ¢b Ay dang doi. Hay tranh xa o
ay ra trr phi c6 khdng phién khi bi can hay cao cau. Chau da cat mong tay ctia c6 ay nhung khong thé 1am gi hon voi ham rang dan.”

Mac da ching con gi g:hén dudng, nhung t6i van dimg chon chan noi ngudng cira. Louisa xinh dep va ddc ac dang bi xich vao mt vong tron Ion bang
sat dudi san nha. Chi€e vay c6 ta dang mic da rach I ta va mau chay ra tir nhirng vét thuong sdu trén c6. Ai do da khang dinh vi thé thong tri 1én nguoi
Louisa — ngudi d6 manh hon va gian dir hon co ay.

T6i tim kiém nhig ci bong khac cho t6i khi thdy mdt déng vé u am dang lom khom phia trén mot déng rim 16 nim trén san. Béu Matthew dung dura,
guong mit thi tai nhot vé ma quai va hai mat den huyén mdt mau nhu man dém Ngudi anh khong c6 mdt dom méu nao. Cling giong nhur hanh dong dé
nghi giip d& ctia Hubbard khi ndly, su sach s€ ctia Matthew c6 phan that ghé tom
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“Emnén ¢ nha, Diana.” Matthew dimg ddy.

“Cam on anh, nhung emnén ¢ chinh x4c noi em can dén. " Toidi vé phia chong minh. “Con khat méu va thudc phién khong thé dung hoa, Matthew. anh
da lay di bao nhi€u méu cuia ho 16i?”” Pong thit trén san bat dau cir dong,

“T6i ¢ day, Christopher,” Hubbard goi. “anh s& khong con dau don nita.”
Marlowe thé hit ra nhe nhdm, co thé ctia €A run Ién nirc nd.
“Bedlam khong thudc London, Hubbard,” Matthew lanh ling noi. “Ong khong con ¢ trén dia hat ciia minh va Kit nﬁmngoéli khé nang bao v€ ctia 6ng,”

“Chuia oi, ching ta lai tiép tuc ndo.” Gallowglass dong sdm cira trurde guong mt sing so ctia Sleford. “Khéa lail” Cau ta quat qua I6p gd va ngit ngang
cau ménh [énh ctia minh bang mét cu thui manh.

Louisa nhéay dyng khi tiéng khoa kim loai vang lén trong 0, céc soi xich quanh ¢4 tay va mit ca chan ciia ¢ ta kéu lach cach. mot trong s6 ching da bi
dut va to1 phai nhdy Ién khi cac mat xich bi v& khua vang trén san nha. Tiéng dép xich vang 1én ngoai hanh lang t6 vé cam thong,

“Dirng- hit-mAu-ta-dimg- hit- mAu- ta-dimg- hit-mau-ta,” Louisa déu déu ndi. ¢ ta ap sét hét sirc ¢6 thé vio birc tudng phia xa. Khi anh nit ching ti
gip nhau, c6 a khoc thit thit va quay di. “Cit ngay, do than chét. Ta da chét mdt 1an va chang con gi phai sg ngwoi ca.”

“Yén ling no.” Giong Matthew tuy nhd nhung vang vong xuyén qua cin phong, véi uy lwe manh mé di dé khién tat ca ching t6i phéi nhay dyng lén.
“Khat,” Louisa rén fi. “Lam on di, Matthew.”

Ting giot chﬁg léng roi quéng nén da déu déu. Mdi mot giot roi ’xuéng, co thé‘ Lol}isa lai giat manh. Ai dé da treo dAu mdt con hurou dyc lo ling trén
khong, 4nh mét trong rong. Mau roi tirng giot, timg giot mdt xudng san tir phan c6 bi chdt nhung bén ngoai tam voi cua Louisa dang bi troi.

“Pmg tra tAn c6 4y nira!” Toi dinh budc t6i nhung Gallowglass giit t0i lai.

“Chéu khong thé dé co gy ric ri” Cau ta qua quyét. “Matthew da ding: 6 khong nén biét chuyén nay.”

“Gallowglass.” Matthew [ic dAu canh cdo. Gallowglass tha canh tay t6i va thin trong quan sat chil minh.

“Puge 1di, Qé chdu tra 101 cau hoi cta c6 trude. Matthew da ubng mot lwong mau cta Kit, du dé gitr cho con khat mau cta chu Ay tiép tuc chdy bung
bing, C6 thé cd can biet di€u d6 trude khi mudn ndi chuyén voi cha ay.” Gallowglass quang cho t6i mdt con dao nhung t6i khong buon chdp Ay va hudi
dao roi loang xoang trén san da.

“anh d4 udng nhiéu hon so véi con bénh nay 16i, Matthew.” T6i bude qua con dao va tién tdi bén canh anh. Ching t6i dimg gan nhau dén mirc chén vay
cua toi quét Ién doi gidy ctia anh. “Hay dé Cha Hubbard gap Kit.”

“khong,” Nét it ctia Matthew van kién quyét.

“Jack s& nghi thé nao khi tréng thiy anh thé nay?” T6i mong 1 ¢6 thé ding cam gidc t9i 101 dé dra Matthew tinh tao trd lai. “anh 1 nguoi hing ctia thang
bé va cac anh hting khong tra tan ban beé hay nguoi than ctia ho.”

“Ching da ¢b giét em!” Tiéng gAm ciia Matthew ddi vang trong can phong nho.

“Ho da mit kha niing kiém soat boi thude phién va rurgu. Chiing c6 ai trong s6 ho biét minh dang lim gi,” t6i viin lai. “C6 thé ca chinh emnita, va ca anh
trong trang thai hién tai.”

“Dimg lira dbi ban thin. Ca hai déu bit chinh xéc diéu bon ho im. Kit giii thoat minh bang céch dep bo di mdt chuéng ngai vat, dé dat dugc hanh phic
cua ban thin mi khong bubn quan tam t6i bat clr ai khéc. Louisa thi dau hang trude nhimg ham muon doe c tuong tw ma chi ta cho phép ban thin minh
dam chim tir c4i ngdy chi ta duoc tao ra.” Matthew cao tay vao mdi toc. “anh nita, anh cling biét minh dang lam gi.”

“Ping vay — anh dang trimg phat chinh minh. anh tin rang sinh hoc chinh i dinh menh, it nhét chimg ndo con khat mau cta chinh anh van con dugc quan
tam Va két qua 1a anh nghi ban than cling giong nhu Louisa va Kit. Chi 1a mdt ké mat tri khac. Em da yéu cau anh dirng viéc tu phti nhan ban nang ctia
minh ma, Matthew, dung trd thanh n6 € ctia nd.”

Léan ndy, khi t6i tién thém mdt budc vé phia chi gai ctia Matthew, chi ta nhay bd vé phia t6i, khac nhd va gam gir.

“Noi s¢' Ion nhéit ciia anh d6i v6i tuong ai B: ban thin bj tha héa thanh mot con thi, b troi bude va ches doi sir trimg phat tiép theo, boi vi d6 chinh |
nhitng gi ma anh xirng dang nhan.” T6i quay lai bén anh va nam chit Iay hai vai anh. “anh khong phai nguoi dan dng nhur thé nay, Matthew, chua bao gio

ca.”

“anh d4 ndi véi em i trude ring, dimg Fing man hoa anh én rdi ma,” anh nhe nhang én tiéng va ling tranh anh it t6i nhung t6i da kip trong thiy vé

tuyét vong trong do.

“Vdy, chuyén ndy ciing vi loi ich ctia em phéi khong? anh van ¢6 chimg minh ring minh khong déng dé yéu sao?” Hai ban tay anh siét chit bén hong. Toi
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v3i tay va ging sitc mo ching ra 10i it hai tay anh kén bung minh. “Hay giit By con ciia ching ta va nhin vao mit em, hdly noi réng khong thé ¢6 mot cai
két khac cho toan bg cau chuyén nay.”

Giong nhur budi i 01 doi anh hit méu tir tinh mach ctia minh, thoi gian kéo dai twéng chimg nhur v tan, trong khi Matthew tréi qua cude déu tranh ndi
tam. Gio t6i chang thé lam gi d€ thic day qua trinh d6 hay gitip anh chon Iya cudc song hay cai chét. anh phai nam Iay soi to hy vong mong manh ma
khong c6 t6i gitp strc.

“anh khong biét,” cudi cing anh thii nhan. “anh timg biét rang, tinh yéu gitta ma ca rong va phit thiy la sai Jam anh da tin chic ring bon g10ng loai hoan
toan tach biét. anh chip nhan cai chét ctia cac phit thiy néu dleu do6 ddng nghia voi viéc ma ca rong va yéu tinh song s6t.” Xuyén qua doi ddng tir vin moy
16n gin nhu che phi d6i mét anh, mot tia sang xanh bong xuat hién. “anh timg tur nhii réng, sw dién khing ctia loai yéu tinh va sir yéu dubi trong cong
dong ma ca rong ¢6 lién quan dén nhitng dién tién gan dy, nhung gios khi nhin vao Louisa va Kit...”

“anh khong biét.” Toi ha tlnp giong. “khdng ai trong chiing ta biét ca. D6 la mot vién canh déng so, tuy nhién, chiing ta phai tin tréng vao turong lai,
Matthew. Em khong mudn cac con ctia ching ta duoc sinh ra dudi bong t6i thé nay, cam ghét va so hai chinh ban than minh.”

Toi doi anh phan ddi thém nira, nhung anh chi yén king
“Hay dé Gallowglass chiu trach nhiém véi chi gai ctia anh, con Hubbard cham soc Kit. Va b ging tha thir cho ho.”
“Ma ca rong khong d& dang tha thir nhur loai mu néng dau,” Gallowglass coc cin noi. “cd khong thé yéu cau cha im véy.”
“Matthew da yéu ciu chau didu d6,” t6i ndi thing,
“Puoc thoi, va chau da ndi voi cha rang, dibu t6t nhét chii c6 thé hy vong la mit e ndo d6 chau co thé lang quén. Bimg doi hoi nhiéu hon nhitng gi chi
Matthew c6 thé cho, ¢6 a. Chinh chi Ay da i ong chii khon khd nhét ctia chinh minh 16i, va chia 4y khong can s giup d6 tir c6 déu.” Giong Gallowglass

mang theo mdt su canh cdo.

“Ta cling mlép quén, d6 phu thity,” Louisa nghiém tiic néi, don gian nhur thé ¢0 ta dang dura ra Iya chon cho loai vai may 4o m6i. ¢6 ta vay tay trong
khong khi. “Tat ca chuyén nay. Hay ding thir phép thudt ctia nguoi va lam giac mo kinh khiing nay bién mat di.”’

Viée d6 nam trong kha néing ctia t6i. T6i ¢6 thé thdy duoc cac soi to dang tréi bude ¢ ta vao Bedlam, vao Matthew va vao t6i. Nhung cho dit khong
muon tra tan Louisa, t6i cting khong de tha thir téi mirc trao cho c6 ta sy thanh than ay.

“khong, Louisa,” t6i n6i. “Chi s& nhé vé& Greenwich trong sudt phan doi con lai ciing nhur t6i va tham chi ca viée chi im Matthew ton thurong thé ndo.
Hay Ia tii nhAn ctia chinh minh, khong phai ctia noi ndy.” Toi quay sang Gallowglass. “Hay dam bao c6 ta khong con la mdi nguy hiém cho ban than hay
bat ky ai khac, trurde khi cdu tha co tara.”

A A

“0, c0 4y s& khong thich tur do dau,” Gallowglass qua quyét. “co Ay s& di tir day t6i bat cir dau Philippe sai toi. Va sau nhimg viée ¢6 Ay da m, ong clia
chau s& ching bao gid cho ¢ 4y lang thang nita.”

“n6i voi ho di, Matthew!”” Louisa cdi. “Em hiéu viéc ¢ nhimg... thir niy lic nhic trong hdp so ctia minh nghia 1 gi mé. Chi khong thé chiu ndi ching!” co
ta giat giat dam toc bang mot ban tay bj troi.

“Con Kit?” Gallowglass hoi. “Chii ¢é chéic mudn Hubbard trong nom gi khong, Matthew? Chéu biét Hancock s& rat vui mimg duoc két idu ga.”
“hin 14 tay sai ctia Hubbard chir khong phai ciia ta.” Giong Matthew doc doan. “Ta khong quan tAm chuyén gi xay ra véi hin.”

“Nhiing gi toi lam chi vi tinh yéu. ..” Kit mé miéng,

“Nguoi lam vi 1ong han thiy,” Matthew n6i va quay lung vé phia nguoi ban than thiét.

“Cha Hubbard,” t6i goi trong liic 6ng ta lao t6i thu nhit ginh nang cta minh. “Cac hanh dong cua Kit tai Greenwich s& duoc laing quén, voi diéu kién moi
viéc xdy ra tai day phai nam lai sau nhiing birc tuong nay.”

“Ba hira diéu do, nhan danh toan bd gia dinh de Clermont chir?” Do 1ong miy nhat méu ctia gii nhudng cao. “Chong ba phai cho t6i mot cam két chir
khong phai ba.”

“Chi can 11 ctia t6i B d0,” t6i n6i, giit vitng lp trudng,

“Rét tt, thura ba de Clermont.” D6 I 1an du tién Hubbard str dung danh xung nay. “Ma qué thyre ba con i con gai ctia Philippe. Toi chap nhan diéu
kién ctia gia dinh ba.”

sk

Sau khi rdi khoi Bedlam, t6i tham chi vin ¢ thé cam nhan duoc bong t6i u am ctia nd deo bam. Matthew ciing vay. N6 theo khdp moi noi ching toi dén
tai London, bau ban voi chiing toi trong bita to1 va dén tham nhiitng nguoi ban cuia ching t6i. Chi ¢ mdt cach durt bo no.
Chiing t6i phéi quay trd vé hién tai ctia minh.
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khong c6 bét ky cude thao luan hay cac ké hoach 1o rang nao, nhung ching t6i bat dau sip xép cac cong viée clia minh va cat dat nhing soi to rang
budc ca hai véi qua khir. Frangoise dang Ién ké hoach dén & cung moi ngudi tai London, nhung ching t6i da bao co 4y & lai Choi Gac CO. Matthew da
¢6 nhiéu cudc trao ddi khé lau va phirc tap voi Gallowglass, vé nhitng 161 noi ddi cau ta can dé khong tiét 1o voi Matthew ctia thé ky muroi sau ring, anh
ta d3 tam thoi bi thay thé boi chinh minh tir trong lai. Matthew thé ky mudi sau khong duoe phép gip Kit hay Louisa, boi chiing ai trong sb ho ¢ thé tin
twong duogc. Walter va Henry s& sang tac vai cu chuyén dé Iy giai cho nhirg diém bat thudng trong cach hanh xir. Matthew giri Hancock dén Scotland
d8 chuén bi cho mt cude doi mdi tai day. Toi thi lam vi€c voi Goody Alsop nhiim hoan thién cdc nit thit s& dugc st dung dé& dét 1én cAu thin chi dua
chiing t6i vé twong lai.

Matthew gip 0i trén pho James Garlickhythe, sau mdt budi hoc cuia toi va de nghi ca hai cting di dao qua san nha tho Thénh Paul trén duong vé nha,
Hai tuan da tr6i qua ké tir ha chi, nhimg ngiy ndy, bau troi ngdp tran dnh néing troi sang, bat chdp man suong u 4m ctia Bedlam van deo bam dai déng,

Mic dit Matthew van c6 vé u budn sau nhimg gi anh trai qua v6i Louisa va Kit nhung bau khong khi ngay hom nay dem lai cam gidc giéng nhur nhiéu lin
trude, khi ching toi dirng lai tai cac hi€u sach, nhin ngd nhiing twa sach ciing tin tirc mdi nhat. Toi dang doc mot loat tranh cai mdi trong tran chién ngdn
tir, giita hai ctr nhan tot nghiép Cambridge thi Matthew bong dong ctmg nguoi.

“Cuc La M, 14 s0i va ca phé.” Dau anh xoay ra ngd nghiéng quanh quét trrdc mdt mii hurong la.

“Ca phé u?” Toi hoi va ban khoan, lm thé ndo n mot thir chua t6i nude anh ¢6 thé phang phat trong khong khi quanh san nha th Thanh Paul. Tuy
nhién, Matthew khong con & bén canh dé tra 11 cau hoi ciia t6i niva ma thay vao d6, anh dang chen lin qua dam dong voi mot tay cAm gurom

Toi the dai, Matthew khong thé ngimg viée theo sau moi tén trom trong cho. D61 khi t6i wde ring, tm nhin ciia anh dimg qué séc sao va kim chi nam
cta pham hanh bét doc doan hon mdt chut.

Lén ndy, anh dubi theo mdt nguroi dan dng thip hon khoang mudi phén va ¢6 mii téc xoin day miu ndu mudi tiéu. Nguoi dan ong méanh dé, hai vai hoi
khom xudng nhu thé da ding qua nhi€u thoi gian cam cti trén nhiing cuon sach. Picu gi d6 trong sy két hop hinh dang nay khoi day manh mg ky trc cua

tOL

Ngudi dan ong cam nhan dugc mdi nguy hiém t6i gan lién quay lai. Chao 6i, 6ng dy dem theo m6t con dao nho t6i mirc dang throng vi n6 chang I6n hon
con dao nhip 1a miy. Va thir 6 s&€ chang hiru dung gi truéc Matthew. T6i vdi lao theo chong minh voi hy vong nggin chan mdt vy do mau.

Matthew tom chat lay ban tay ctia nguoi dan ong toi nghiép, Kkhién thir v khi khong tuong xtrng d6 roi xudng mat dt. Chi bang mdt dau gdi, anh chang
ma ca rong di 4n con mdi ctia minh vao sat quy sach, k& grom vao cd. Toi hoang sg' gip doi.

“Cha?” Toi thi tham. Chuyén nay i khong thé. T6i nghi hogic chim chii quan sat dng, trai tim dap thinh thich vi hung phén va kinh ngac.
“Xin chao quy c¢6 Bishop,” cha toi dap lai, iéc nhin Ién tir krdi gwom sic bén clia Matthew. “khéng ngo duoc gip con & day.”
Ban dang doc truyén Mgt Ma Phii Thiy duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhidu truyén hon & EbookFull(dot)Net.

Chwong 37

Trong cha toi hét strc diém tinh khi d6i mit véi mot ma ca rong c6 vil trang va dira con gai da trudng thanh ctia ong, Chi duy c6 mdt thoang run riy trong
giong n6i va ban tay sict lai cac khdp trang béch dét trén quay sach 1a t6 cdo nhitng cam xtic thit sy clia 6ng,

“Tién si Proctor, con doan vay.” Matthew buc ra xa va thu lai vii khi ctia minh.

Cha t6i vudt thing lai chiéc 40 khodc ndu chéc‘bén cta minh. N6 khéngrén chit ndo. Aid6 — c6 I& la me t6i—da cb ging sira mot chiée 4o khodc
Nehru thanh thr trong tw nhu mjt chiée 4o thy tu ctia muc su, con chice quan ong chén thi qua dai, giong thir Ben Franklin s& nvic hon I d6 Walter
Raleigh miic. Nhung giong néi than quen ctia 6ng, ma t6i da khong duoc nghe suot hai muroi sau nam, thi van y nhu the.

“Con d2 16n Ién chi trong vong c6 ba ngay qua thoi,” dng run run noi.

“Trong cha van y nhur trong tri nhé ctia con,” t6i king ngudi n6i, van con siing so vi 6ng dang dimg ngay trurdc mt minh. Lo ngai hai phu thily va mot
wearh c6 thé i qua gy chiy khi dang ¢ gitta dam dong trong sén nha tho Thanh Paul, va vi khong biét phéi lim gi trong mot tinh hudng nhu tiéu thuyét
thé nay, nén t6i lai roi trd v& thdi quen xi giao thong thurong, “Cha c6 mudn vé nha chiing con dé udng mot ly khong?”” Toi dé nghi vung vé.

“Chéc 164, con yéu, didu d6 that tuyét,” ong noi kém theo mot cai gt dAu ngap ngimg. Hai cha con ti khong thé ngimg nhin ngim lAn nhau — ngay ca

trén duong vé nha hay khi ching t6i da vé t61 Huou Pyc va Vuong Mién an toan, that ky diéu la noi nay trong trai khong thdy bong dang ai. Dén day thi

ong 6m lay t6i mdt cach am ap.

“that sur 3 con rdi, con ndi nghe thét gidng me con qué,” dng ndi, gitt tdi & khoang cach mdt canh tay va ngim nhin that ki cac dudng nét khudn mt toi.
https://thuviensach.vn


http://ebookfull.net

“Trbng con ciing gidng ba Ay nira.”

“Moi ngudi n6i con ¢ doi mit ctia cha,” t0i ndi v cling ngim nhin Ong k§ cang, Khi ban by tudi, ban s& khong dé y nhirmg thir nhur thé, ban chi nghi
dén viéc tim kiém nhitng dac diém ay sau ndy, khi da qua mudn thoi.

“Pling vay nhi.” Stephen cuoi vang,

“Diana cfing c6 di tai cia b nita va mii huong ctia hai ngudi ciing ¢6 diém tuong tr. Vil d6 ma con nhén ra bd ¢ nha thr Thanh Paul” Matthew dua
tay vuot mai toc da cat ngan ctia anh vé hoi hop, roi dua tay ra vé phia cha t6i. “Con la Matthew.”

Cha t6i nhin ban tay chia ra. “khong c6 ho 4? anh i kiéu nhén vt ndi danh nhu Halston hay Cher chic?” Toi dot nhién tuong twong ra mdt hinh anh sinh
dong vé nhitng gi to1 da bo 16 vi khong c6 cha 6 bén canh, trong nhitng nam thang tudi thi€u nién, bo 15 nhitng tro that 16 bich cua 6ng khi 6ng giip cac
chang trai t6i hen ho. Hai nyit t6i rung rung.

“Matthew c6 rat nhiéu ho. Chuyén k. .. hoi phirc tap,” t6i ndi, ¢& kim lai nhitng giot nuréc miit. Trong cha toi hét hoang trude dong cam xtic dng trao
dot ngdt nhur thé.

“hién gio> dang 1a Matthew Roydon a,” Matthew ndi, kéo su chi1 y ctia cha t6i. anh va cha toi bt tay nhau.

“Vay cau chinh 14 chang ma ca rong d6,” cha t6i noi. “Rebecca lo lang dén phat om vé cac van dé thuc té trong moi quan hé clia cdu voi con gai toi, ma
thim chi, Diana con chura biét di xe dap nira chir.”

“Oi, cha.” T6i da do bimg mét mii khi thot 101 ndy ra khoi miéng, nghe nhur thé t6i mdi muroi hai tudi viy. Matthew tim tim cudi trong khi di téi chiée
ban.

“Sao cha khong ngdi xudng va ding mdt chit rurou vang nhi?” Matthew dua cbe nrou cho ong rdi kéo mot chiée ghé ra cho t6i. “Chéic Diana dang
choang vang.”

“Caundi ding, t0i thich thir ny.”” Cha t6i ngdi xubng, nhp mdt ngum rou va gat dau tn théng trude khi Ky ki dang vé nghiém nghi. “Vay,” ong manh
e no6i, “ching ta da n6i xin chao, con moi ta vé nha cta con, va gio ta da uong rrou roi - nhitng nghi thirc chao don thiét yéu cua phuong Tay. Gio thi
chiing ta di thang vao van dé nhé, con dang lam gi & day vay Diana?”

“Con u? Cha dang im gi & ddy thi c6? Va me con dau r6i?” T6i day ly rrou Matthew 16t cho toi di.

“Me con dang ¢ nha chimsdc con.” Cha t6i kic dau kinh ngac. “Cha khong thé tin duoc, trong con chiing tré hon cha dén mudi tudi dau.”

“Con ludn quén 1 cha gia hon me con rit nhiéu.”

“Con dang & cling mt nma ca rong ma lai ¢6 xu hudng phan ddi tinh yéu ling man bét chip tudi tac u?”” Cach biéu 16 ky la clia cha Am t6i bat cudi.
Ding thé thét, t6i da nham mdt phép toan thit nhanh. “Véy cha dén tir nam 1980 4?”

“Plng, cpéi cting thi cha ciing d& nang cao trinh d¢ ctia minh va huréng t6i thire hién mot vai kham phé.” Stephen ngim nhin ching t6i. “Déy 1a thoi diém
va dia diém hai con gap nhau a?”

“khong a, ching con gap nhau & Oxfprd, VAo ‘théng Chin ndm 20009, tai thur vién Bodleign” T61 nhin Matthew, anh mim cuoi khich I€ ti. Toi quay lai
phia cha va hit vao mot hoi that sau lay tinh than. “Con c6 thé du hanh wirot thoi gian giong cha nén da mang Matthew theo cling.”

“Chaqbiét con c6 thé du hanh thoi gian, nhoc con a. Con da doa me con suyt chég viso vao thang Tam nim ngod, khi con bi’én it vao ngy sinh nhat
bq tuoi. mot ¢d nhdc chdp chitng du hanh virgt thoi gian 1a con 4c mong t6i t€ nhat cia mdt ba me.” Ong nhin t6i mdt cach sac sao. “Vay la con c6 doi
mit, d6i tai, mii huong va kha nang du hanh virot thoi gian cua cha. Con gi nita khong?”

Toi gat dau. “Con c6 thé tao ra cac cau than chi.”

“0. Ching ta d hy vong con s& ¢o thién huong voi Iira gidng me con, nhung khong c6 may mén nhu vay.” Cha t61 c6 ve khong thoai mai va ha tlﬁp
giong. “C6 I& con khong nén dé cap vé kha néng ctia minh voi cac phu thity khac. Va khiho ¢ gang day con nhirng céu than chi ctia ho, chi can dé
chiing vao tai nay 10i ra tai kia th6i, thdm chi cting dirng c6 c6 hoc ching nhé.”

“Con udc gi cha n6i véi con didu d6 tir trude, né s& gitip con rt nhidu khi & cing di Sarah,” t6i noi.

“Sarah gia tot bung.” Tiéng cuoi clia cha t6i &m ap va that dé lan truyén.

Tiéng bude chan vang Ién nhur sim trén cau thang, i mdt cai gié lau bon chan va mdt cu nhéc phong sim sap qua bau cira, dép canh cira danh sim
vao tuong bang tat ca strc huc hang hai cting syr nhiét tinh khi lao vao nha.

“Ong Harriot n6i chau ¢6 the lai di ra ngoai cing 6ng dyva ngamn}nn cac ngdi sao. Ong Ay hira lan nay s& khong quén mét chau va ong Shakespeare da
cho chéu cai ndy.” Jack ve viy mdt ménh gidy trén khong, ‘Ong dy noi day la mot I thur cua 1ong tin con Annie thi van cr nhin cham chim mot anh
chang & quan Mii Hong Y Gido Chi trong khi an banh. Ai d4y a?” Cau cudi cling dugc néi ra kém theo mdt ngén tay cau ban chi vé phia cha toi.
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“P6 Ia dng Proctor,” Matthew noi, vong tay 6m By thit eng Jack. “Chau da cho Gié Lau in theo céch ciia chau roi ha?” Chéing c6 cach ndo tach duoc
thing bé va con ch6 & Praha, vAy nén Gié Lau da dén London, noi ma vé ngoai ky la ctia n6 d tao sy hiéu ky ddi voi dan dia phurong.

“Tét nhién 1 chau da cho Gié Lau in rdi a. Néu chau quén [ né lai an gidy ctia chéu, va Pierre bao chu dy s& tra tién cho doi gidy moi ma khong ndi cho
6ng biét, nhung khong c6 Jan thir hai dau.” Jack voi bum tay bung kin miéng,

“Chéu xin 16i, ba Roydon, em 4y chay xudng phd ma chau ching thé nio dudi kip.”” Annie cau ¢6 lao vao phong, 16i dimng khung lai, mit ¢6 bé tré nén
trang béch va nhin cham chim cha toi.

“On ca ma, Annie,” t6i nhe nhang ndi. ¢6 bé so nhing sinh vat khéc nguoi xa la ké tir hdi & Greenwich. “Day 1 ng Proctor, 3 mdt ngudi ban.”

“Chau c6 nhiéu bi im, ong c6 biét choi ban bi khong a?” Jack van nhin cha t6i khong roi nit véi vé thim do cong khai, nhur thé cau nhéc cd ging xic
dinh xem, liéu nguroi moi dén nay ¢d phai mdt nhan vét hitu ich co thé giao du khong,

“Ong Proctor dén day dé noi chuyén véi ba Roydon, Jack.” Matthew xoay tit cu nhoc. “Ching ta can nurde, ruou va banh my. Chau va Annie phan
chia lo may viéc vat d6 di, va khi nao Pierre v¢ thi chii ay s& dura chau téi Moorifields.”

Vira lu bau vai tiéng, Jack vira ctng Annie quay ra di lén phd. Cudi cling, 16i d6n By anh mit ciia cha. Ong van dang quan sat Matthew va t6i ma
khong ndi gi trong khi bau khong khi thi d@m déc nhiing cau hoi ctia ong.

“Tai sao con ¢ day, con yéu?”” Cha t6i lang 1§ lap lai khi Iii tré da di khoi.

“Ching con nghi, ¢6 thé tim thy ai d6 gitip con giai dap vai cau hoi vé& phép thuat va gia kim thuat.” Vi mot vai Iy do, t6i khong mudn cha toi biét chi tiét.
“Ngudi day con tén 1a Goody Alsop. Ba va hdi phu thity ctia ba da don nhén con.”

“Co ge“'}ng gioi lémr Diana. Cha ciing la phu thay, nén cha biét khi ndo con dang vong véo ludt qua sur that.” Cha t6i ngdi nga nguoi trong ghé. “Con s&
phai ké cho cha dén cung, Cha chi nghii day Ia cach tiet kiém thoi gian thoi.”

“Tai sao cha & day, Stephen?”” Matthew hdi.

“Chi di loanh quanh théi vi ta la mdt nha nhan loai hoc ma. D6 1a cong viéc cua ta, con cau lz‘lmnghé g’

“Con Ia khoa hoc gia — hoa sinh hoc va lam viéc & Oxford a.”

“Cha khong chi ‘di loanh quanh’ & London trong thoi dai Elizabeth, cha a. Cha da c6 trang sach tir Ashmole 782 101, Toi dot nhién hiéu 1y do tai sao
ong c6 mit & day. “Cha dang tim kiém phan con lai ctia cudn 6 thur d6.” Toi ha chiim gia nén bang gd xuéng. B dung cu thién vin hoc ctia 6ng
Habermel dugc dat nam lot thom giita hai cay nén. Chiing toi phéi di chuyén n6 hang ngiy, boi vi Jack déu timra chd gidu né.

“Trang sach nao co?”” Cha t6i hdi, giong ngdy ngd mot cach dang ngo.

“Trang sach c6 birc hinh dam cuéi gia kim thuat éy, n6 dén tir mdt cudn ¢ thu trong thur vién Bodleian.” Toi md bg dung cu ra. N6 hoan toan dirng im,
y nhur t6i ky vong, “Nhin nay, Matthew.”

“Tuyét,” cha t6i n6i kém theo mot tiéng huyt séo.

“Cha nén xem c4i by chudt ctia ¢ dy,” Matthew thi thio.

“N6 ding lam gi thé?”” Cha t6i vdi tay kéo bd dung cu lai dé nhin k§ hon.

“N6 |a m)t cong cu toan hoc dé béo gio va theo ddi céc sy ign thién véin hoc giong nhur chu ky ciia mit tréing. N6 bt dau tur dich chuyén khi ching con
¢ Praha. Con da nghi diéu d6 c6 nghia la ai day dang tim kiém con va Matthew, nhung gio con ban khoan c6 phai n6 khong am chi cha, ma Ia dang tim
kiém cudn ¢4 thur kia.” BO dung cu van hoat dong theo chuky, cac banh quay ctia né xoay tron ma khong hé bao trude nén moi nguoi trong nha deéu goi
nd 14 “dong ho phu thity.”

“C6 I8 anh nén di iy cubn sach,” Matthew n6i roi dtmg ddy.

“Puoc 1di, dugce rdi ma,” cha t6i dap, ra hiéu cho anh ngdi xudng. “khong c6 gi phéi voi ca, Rebecca khong mong cha vé trong vai ngy t6i dau.”

“Vay la cha s& ¢ lai day — tai London a?”

Khuon mit cha t6i diu hén di. Ong gat dau.

“Cha s€ & dau?” Matthew hoi.

“O day!” Toi phén nd néi. “Ong s& & ddy.” Sau bao nhiéu nim khong c6 cha, viéc lai dé ong roi khoi tim mét 1 diéu t6i khong thé trong turong ndi.

“Con géi cha c6 nhitng quan diém rét 1 rang vé viéc gia dinh ctia ¢6 Ay ma lai phai ding ky ¢ khach san,” Matthew ké cho cha t6i kém ny cudi nhéin
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nhd, nh lai 0 da phén tmg nhur thé ndo khi anh ¢6 sap xép Marcus va Miriam vao mdt nha tro ¢ Cazenovia. “Di nhién k cha duogc chao dén t6i ddy ¢
cung ching con 161.”

“Cha da lay phong ¢ phia bén kia thanh phd,” cha t6i hrdng Iy noi.

“O lai di a.” Toi mim chip moi va chop chdp mit dé kimnén nhimg giot e mt. “Xin cha ddy.” Toi ¢6 qué nhidu dieu mudn hoi dng, qua nhidu cau
hoi ma chi dng mdi cé thé tra 10i. Cha va chong t6i cliing trao d6i mdt cai nhin that lau.

“Puge 16i,” cudi cling cha ti n6i. “Loanh quanh bén con mdt chdc lat ciing rét tuyét.”

Toi co ging nhuong 6ng phong ngi cuia ching toi, vi Matthew s& khong thé ngi1 khi c6 ngudi la & trong nha, ma toi thi d& dang nam vira trén bau ngdi
ctra s6, nhung cha t0i tir chdi. Thay vao do, Pierre nhudng giudng ciia anh ta cho cha toi. Toi dimg trén chiéu nghi cau thang, Eing nghe mdt céch ghen ty
khi Jack va cha t6i tro chuyén nhu nhitng ngudi ban cil.

“anh nghii cha Stephen d c6 moi thir dng can rdi,” Matthew noi, vong hai canh tay 6m toi.

“Ong c6 thit vong vi em khong?” Toi néi thanh 161 ndi ban khodn ciia minh.

“Cha emu?” Matthew tht 1én nghe vé hoai nghi. “Di nhién 1 khong rdil”

“Ong c¢6 vé khong dugc thodi mai m.”

“Khi Stephen hon tam biét em miy ngly trurée, em van con B mdt ¢d nhoe chap chimg tap di nén 6ng chi b choang vang thoi.”

“Ong c6 biét chuyén s& xay dén v6i 6ng va me em khong?”” Toi thi tham

“anh khong biét, mon coeur, nhung anh ciing nghi viy.” Matthew kéo t6i vé phia phong ngii ctia chiing t6i. “Lén giudng ngi di em, moi chuyén s& khac
VAo sang ngay mai.”

Matthew d ding: Cha t6i d& ¢6 phan thu thai hon vao ngay hom sau, méic di trong ong c6 vé khdng ngi dugc nhidu. Ca Jack ciing thé.

“Thing bé ludn c6 nhitng con ¢ mong t6i t& nhur thé 4?” Cha t6i hoi.

“Con xin 10i vi thing bé lam cha khong ngi dugc,” toi iy m tic. “syr thay doi im nd hoi hop va lo Fing nén Matthew luon cham soc n6.”

“Cha biét. Cha da thiy anh ta,” cha ti n6i, nhip mdt ngum nude sic thao dugc mi Annie da chuén bi.

Do chinh lél‘v?in d& v6i cha t6i. Ong thiy moi thir. Khéa ning theo ddi va quan sat ciia ng khién ma ca rong ciing phéi hd then. Miic di t6i co hang trim

cau hoi— vé me va phép thuat clia ba, ve trang sach clia Ashmole 782 — nhurng tat ca ching duong nhu déu boc hoi hét dudi céi nhin ling [ cua ong.

Thi thoang 6ng hoi toi vai chuyén tam thurong khong dang ké. Toi cd bict ném bong chay khong? Toi cd nghi Bod Dylan 14 thién tai khong? Toi da tirng

dugc day cach dung mot cdi leu chua? Ong khong hoi gi vé Matthew va t6i ¢4, hay trudong t0i da hoc, hogic thim chi ca viée t6i lam gi d€ kiém song.

Ong khong co bét ky biéu hién ndo thé hién sur quan tim, nén t0i cam théy ing tiing va ngurong nging khi tr dong dura ra cac thong tin nay. Dén cudi
ngly dAu tién ching toi & ciing nhau, t6i da thue sur trao nudc .

“Tai sao 6ng khong noi chuyén voi em?” Toi hoi khi Matthew thao day chiéc codc-xé ciia toi.

“Boi vi ong qué bén ling nghe. Ong 13 mdt nha nhén loai hoc — mdt ngudi quan sat chuyén nghiép ma, con em lai A sir gia trong gia dinh. Céc cau hoi
thé manh ctia em chir khong phai cua 6ng.”

“Em i liu ¢ hedi khi & quanh dng va khong biét bét dau tir dau. Khi ong thure sur ndi chuyén vi em, thino lai luon k nhirmg chi dé ky I, kiéu nhu ligu
viéc cho phép céc cau thi duoc chi dinh danh bong c6 hily hoai mdn bong chay khdng.”

“Do 1 diéu ma mdt ngudi cha s& ndi voi con gai minh khi ong bt dau dan dét ¢6 bé dén véi trod choi bong chay. Vy I cha Stephen biét ong s& khong
dugc nhin thay em 16n Ién va khong biét minh con bao nhiéu thoi gian ¢ bén em thoi.”

Toi ngdi xubng mép giwong “Ong | mdt fan cudng nhigt ciia Red Sox. Em nhé | me da ndi ring, giita vige ba cd thai va Cartton Fisk dénh duwoc ca

home run vao trén thir sau ctia gidi World Series, thi ndm 1975 1a mia thu tuyét nhat trong cudc doi 6ng, thdm chi cudi cting Cincinnati c6 danh bai

Boston dinira.”

Matthew cudi khg. “anh chic chin mia thu ném 1975 1 dinh cao ctia nd.”

“Doi Sox da thing vao nam d6 42

“khong, cha emda théing” Matthew hon t6i va thdi tit nén.

s,k

Ngay hom sau, khi t6i tré' v& nha sau khi chay vai viéc vit, t6i thay cha dang ngdi trong phong khach cin h¢ véng tanh ciia ching ti v6i Ashmole 782
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mo trude mat.

“Cha tim thély n6 & du thé?” Toi hoi va diit miy goi o lén ban. “Con nghi Matthew da dem gidu n6 rdi chir.” Toi chéing c6 dii thi gian dé ngin bon tré
cach xa by dung cy dang nguyén rua do.

“Jack d dua n6 cho cha, thing bé goiné I “cubn sach vé quai vat’ cua ba Roydon.” Hoan toan c6 thé hiéu I cha d hao hirc duoc thiy n6 ngay khi
nghe ndi dén.” Cha toi 1t gio sang trang. CAc ngén tay dng ngiin hon ngon tay Matthew, cuc mich va manh mé hon. “Pay 1 cudn séch ¢ birc tranh vé
hon I d6 ha?”

“Vang Con 6 hai bire tranh khac nita: mbt hinh mot cai cdy, con birc kia I hai con 1ong dang chay mau.” Toi dimg lai. “Con khong chic minh ¢6 nén
ke cho cha hay khong, con bict vé mdi quan h¢ ctia cha voi cudn sach nay, dieu ma cha khong biet — nhitng diu thdm chi chura xay ra.”

“Vay thi hty ndi cho cha blet diéu gl da xay ra v6i con sau khi con phat hién ra n6 ¢ Oxford va cha mudn biét sur that, Diana. Cha ¢6 thé nhin thiy nhing
s0i to ndi giira con va cudn sach nay bi hur hai, tat ca ching bén xodn lai va gam gir. Vay c6 ai d6 da lam hai con vé thé xac.”

sy im ling néing né ]ang xubng trong phong, khong thé trén dau khoi sur quan sat k§ udng va ti mi ctia cha toi. Khi t6i khong thé chiu dyung hon diroc
nira, t0i don ly anh mét 6ng,

“La cac phu thity. Matthew d ngi, va con di ra ngoai dé hit tho khong khi trong kinh. Noi d6 dugc cho 1 an toan nhung mot phi thity da bt con.” Toi
cra minh trén ghé. “Hét chuyén. Chiing ta hdly néi vé diéu gi khac di. Cha khéng mudn biét noi con da di hoc sao? Con 1 mdt sir gia. Con da duoc bd
nhiém lam giang vién chinh thirc & Yale.” T6i s& n6i vé bt cir didu gi v6i cha t6i — ngoai trir chudi sur kién bét du vai bire anh cii duoc giao dén phong
61 & New College va két thiic v6i céi chét ciia Juliette.

9 A

“Dé sau di. Gio cha cn biét tai sao mot phu thity khac lai mubn cudn sach nay dén mirc sin sang giét con vi nd. O, , ding 101, ng n6i trrde c4i nhin hoai
nghi cua t6i, “cha da t minh kham pha ra roi. mot phu thiyy da ding cu thin chil mo trén lung con va dé lai mot vét seo kinh khing, Cha ¢6 thé cam
thiy vét thurong d6 vi anh mit Matthew nin né & d6, va con rong ctia con — cha ciing biét vé c6 nang d6 nita — che day vét seo d6 bang doi canh ciia

2

1o.

“Satu — phi thity d4 bt con — khong phai sinh vat khac nguoi duy nhét mudn cudn sach ndy. Peter Knox - thanh vién ctia Pai Hoi Bong ciing mubn.”
“Peter Knox,” cha t6i kh& thét 1én. “Aicha cha.”

“Hai nguoi da gap nhauu?”

“that khong may, dl’]ng'thé’. hén ta ludn ¢ gi d6 voi me con va may mén ki me con thiy ghé tom han.” Cha t6i trong dir dén va lat qua trang khac. “Cha
chic chan g Peter chét tiét khong bict vé cac phu thily bi chét trong thir nay. C6 mot loai phép thuat hic am nao d6 quan quanh trong cudn sach ndy, va
Peter da luon hirng thi véi khia canh d6 ctia phép phu thily. Cha c6 thé biét Iy do vi sao han nuon nd, nhung tai sao con va Matthew lai can né dén the
chu?”

“Céc sinh vét khac ngudi dang bién mit, cha a. yéu tinh dang ngay cang hoang dai, mau ma ca rong doi khi khong ¢6 kha ning bién d6i mdt con ngudi
nita, con phu thiy thi dang khong sinh s6i thém duge. Ching ta dang chét dan. Matthew tin rang cuon sach nay co the giup ching ta hieu duoc Iy do tai
sao,” to1 gii thich. “Co rat nhiéu thong tin di truyén trong cuon sach nay — da, tdc, thdm chi ca mau va xuong nita.”

“Con da két hon véi mot sinh vat khac nguoi khong kém gi Charles Darwin ddy. C6 phai anh chang ciing quan tAm téi ngudn gbe cac loai giong nhur sur
tuyét ching khong?”

“Véng, anha 4y da ¢b ging trong mdt thoi gian dai dé timra cach ma yéu tinh, phil thity v ma ca rong ¢6 lién hé voi nhau va voi loai nguom Cudn ¢ thur
ndy — néu chiing con c6 thé ghép né lai véi nhau va hiéu duge ndi dung ctia n6 — cb & s& cung cép duoc nhimg manh mdi quan trong.”

D6i mét mau ndu luc nhat ctia cha nhin vao mit ti. “Va day | nhitmg mdi ban tim mang tinh Iy thuyét don gian d6i v6i chang ma ca rdng ctia con a?”
“khong gi hon nita. Con dang mang thai, cha a.” Toi nhe nhang dt tay 1én phan bung dudi - mdt hanh dong vo thirc ma gin day t6i van hay thire hién.
“Cha biét.” Ong cudi. “Cha ciing da phat hién ra diéu d6, nhung thét tuyét khi dwoc nghe con ndira.”

“Cha mdi chi & ddy c6 bon muoi tam tiéng nén con khong mudn thd 16 don dap nhicu thix hon,” t6i n6i v6i cam gide xéu ho. Cha tdi dimg ddy va kéo toi
vao vong tay om that chét. “Hon nifa, cha dang ra nén ngac nhién chi, vi phi thily va ma ca rng von khong duoc yéu nhau va nguroi ta kién quyet cho
rang ho khong thé cé con cting nhau.”

“Me con da bao trude cho cha vé chuyén do 10i — ba Ay da thiy tat ca moi chuyén béng ndng lyc tién tri phi thuong ctia minh.” Ong cudi Ion. “that i lo
lang hdo. Néu khong phai con thi ba dy dang nhiing xi ca Ién 161, nd 1a ma ca rong day. Chuc mirng con yéu. mdt dira tré 1a moén qua tuyét voi.”

“Con chi hy vong ching con ¢6 thé kiém soat dugc no. Ai biet duge dira con ctia bon con s€ nhu thé nao?”

“Con c6 thé giai quyét tt hon 14 con nghi dAy.” Cha hon Ién mé t6i. “Thdi ndo, ching ta hdy di dao mot lat di dé con c6 thé chi cho cha thiy nhing noi
con thich trong thanh pho ndy. Cha muon gap Shakespeare. mit trong nhimng ddng nghiép ngu ngdc ctia cha nghil, thét ra chinh nir hoang Elizabeth da
viét Hamlet. M2 n6i dén ddng nghiép: Lam thé ndo ma sau nhidu nim mua yém di va ging tay ho ngén Harvard cho con, két cuc 12 ta lai c6 mot ¢ con
gai day hoc 6 Yale chu?”
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“Ta tO md vai chuyén,” cha t6i ni, nhin khong chop it vao ly rugu vang clia ong. Hai ching t6i da tin huong mot chuyén di dao thi vi va déu da ung
dung, thong tha ding xong bira i trong khi bon tré da dugc cho 1n girong ngi, con Gié Lau thi dang ngay khod kho canh 16 swdi. mot ngiy hoan hao 1
nhu thé ddy.

“Chuyén gi co, cha Stephen?”” Matthew hoi, mim cudi ngurde nhin én tir ce rugu ctia anh.

“Hai dira nghi, c6 thé kiém soat cudc song dién cudng ma cac con dang dan than vao ny bao au?”

Nu cuoi ctia Matthew ctmg lai. “Con khong chiic minh hiéu cau hoi ctia cha,” anh Eing king ndi.

“Hai dtra cac con gilt moi thir chét qua thé.” Cha toi nhip mot NGUM IUou va ¢b y nhin dam dam vao ndm tay siét chat ctia Matthew trén miéng cdc.
“Con c6 thé v tinh hity hoai di thit con yéu thich nhat bang nam tay d6 day, Matthew.”

“Consg chily didudo a.” 15 rang, Matthew dang kiém soat tam trang cua minh. T61i mo miéng dinh xoa diu moi chuyén.
“Hay thoi ¢ ghing sip xép moi chuyén di, con yéu,” cha néi trurde khi t6i kip thdt ra mot Ioi.
“Con khong ma,” ti phan dbi.

“Co, con c0,” Stephen ndi. “Me con liic ndo ciing lam thé, va cha nhan ra cac dau hiéu d6. Pay 1a co hdi cha duge ndi chuyén véi con véi tur cach 1a mot
nguoi trudng thanh, Diana, va cha s& khong lira 161 vong vo chi béi vi chiing khién con — hodc céu ta — khong thoai mai dau.”

Cha t6i thoc tay vao trong 4o khoac va rit ra mdt cudn sach mong, “Cau ciing dang ¢ ging sép dat moi chuyén, Matthew a.”

“Tin tirc tir Scotland,” dong tiéu dé chit Ion duge dénh méy trén ban in nhd viét: TUYEN BO VE CUQC POT DANG TOI LOI CUA BAC STFIAN,
mdt PHU THUY NOI TIENG, KE da BI THIEU CHET O EDINBURGH VAO THANG mjt VUA QUA.

“Ca thanh phd dang néi vé nhitng phu thity & Scotland,” cha t6i n6i, day céc trang bao vé phia Matthew. “Nhung cac sinh vét khéc ngudi lai dang ké
mot cau chuyén khac so voi loai mau néng, Ho néi rang, Matthew Roydon vi dai va kinh khiing, ké thil ctia phil thity, dang bt chip y nguyén ctia Pai
Hoi Dong va ctruké bi két toi kia.”

Céc ngdn tay Matthew dirng khung lai trén cac trang bao. “Cha khong nén tin moi diéu nghe duoc, Stephen. Nguoi London thich ngdi 1é tan déc.”

“Vihaike gia mao quyén Iyc, cac con chic chin dang khudy dao mot thé gii ric rdi va ric rdi d6 s& khong dimg lai & ddy. N6 ciing s& bam theo céc
con vé nha nira.”

“Thir duy nhét s& di theo chiing con vé nha tir nam 1591 i Ashmole 782,” t6i n6i.

“Con khong thé mang cudn séch theo.” Cha toi nhan giong, “N6 thude vé noi day. Con da lam thoi gian bén xoén lai d 1di, ctr & ddy chimg ndo con
can.”

“Ching con da rt can thin, cha a.” T6i dau nhoi vi 10i chi trich ctia cha.

“Can thin u? Con da ¢ ddy by thang rdi. Con da mang thai mdt dira bé. Chuyén di lu nhét ta timg tréi qua trong qué khir i hai tuén I€. Hai dira khong
phai 1 nguroi du hanh thoi gian nita. Cac con da khong chong d& ndi mdt trong nhitng vi pham co ban nhat ctia inh vire nhin loai hoc: Cac con da thanh
nguoi ban dia.”

“Con da & day tir trude do6 1di, Stephen,” Matthew 6n ton n6i, miic dil cée ngdn tay anh gb lién tuc 1én bip dui. D6 chua bao gios b mdt dAu hiéu tt.

“Ta y thirc dugc diéu d6, Matthew,” cha toi bén tra. “Nhung cau da di qué xa cimg qué nhiéu nhan t6 kha bién khién cho qué khir khong con y nguyén
nhur Nic ban dau nita.”

“Qua khir d thay d6i ching con,” t6i néi, khéng dam déi dién voi cai nhin chiim cham gidn dit ctia cha. “Ciing ¢6 1y do khién ching con thay d6i ng.”

“Va diu d6 khong van dé gi u? Viéc du hanh thoi gian | mdt cong viée nghiém tic ddy Diana. Du chi | mdt chuyén viéng thiim ngéin ngti i nira, con
ciing can ¢ k& hoach — bao gébm viéc d¢€ lai phia sau moi thir con da tim thay.”

T6i nhdp nhém cyra minh trén ghé. “Ching con khong dinh & day lau dén thé. Viée nay dan toi viée kia, va gio...”

“Gid thi cac con sép sira dé lai mot ddng hdn don. Con ciing ¢6 thé s& phét hién thy dong 1on xon d6 khi quay vé nha.” Cha nhin chiing t6i bang mot cai
nhin u dm

“Con hiéu r6i cha. Ching con d xir ly tinh hudng rat kém.”

“Ding thé dAy,” ong nhe nhang néi. “Cé & cac con mudn suy nghil vé viée do trong khi ta dén quan Mii Hong Y Gido Chit. Céi nguoi tyr gioi thiéu minh
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la Gallowglass lic & dud6i san ndi rang anh ta 1 ho hang ctia Matthew va hira giip cha gap Shakespeare, trong khi chinh con gi lai tir chéi gitip.” Cha
beo ma t6i. C6 sy that vong trong do, cling dong thoi 1a sy tha thir nita. “Pumg thitc doi cha nhé.”

Matthew va t6i ngdi lai trong im ling khi tiéng budc chan cha nhd dan rdi tit hin. Toi hit vao mot hoi run ry.

“C6 phai ching ta d xir Iy tinh hubng rat kém khong Matthew?”” T6i nhin lai nhitng thang ngiy vira qua: gip Philippe, pha v& sur phong thi ciia
Matthew, quen biét Goody Alsop va cac phu thity khac, ph‘zit hién ra t61 Ia mot thy dég, lamban véi Mary va cac quy ba 6 Mala Strana, don nhin Jack
va Annie vao ngdi nha va vao trai tim ctia ching t6i, phuc hoi Ashimole 782, va diing roi, hoai thai mdt dira bé. Ban tay t6i tha trén bung che chd. Néu
duoc lua chon, t6i s€ khong thay d6i chuyén gi ca.

“Rét kho dé biét dugc, mon coeur,” Matthew 11 € ndi. “Thoi gian s& tra 10 tat ca.”

sk

“Con nghi ching con ¢6 thé gap Goody Alsop, ba & ay s€ gilp con lam cau than chi dé tré vé tuong lai.” Toi dimg trudc cha minh cling chiéc hop thin
chii siét chit trong hai ban tay. Toi van thiy cang thang khi & gin 6ng sau bai thuyét gido 6ng danh cho Matthew va t6i t6i hom qua.

“D6 1a vin dé thoi gian,” cha t6i n6i, voi By céi 4o khoac. Ong van mic kiéu dan 6ng hién dai, coin6 ra khi ¢ trong nha va xn tay 40 so mi lén. “Cha
khong nghii ¢ bat ky 101 ggi y ndo giip duge con. Cha khong thé doi thémnita dé duoc gap mot tho dét lo luyén. Va cudi cung, con s€ cho cha xem cd
gl trong hop chir?”’

“Néu cha td md vé no thé, tai sao cha khong hoi?”

“Con che che day day no cén than bang man khoi mong ctia con nhur thé nén cha nghi con khong mudn ai dé cap dén né,” dng ndi khi ching ti di xubng
cau thang,

Khi ching t6i dén xtr dao ctia St. James Garlickhythe, bong hon ctia Goody Alsop ra mo cira.

“Vao di, vao di,”” ba n6i, ra hiéu cho ching ti tién tdi chd ngdi ctia ba bén canh bép 16. Hai miit ba sang r& day phin khich. “Chiing ta dang doi cac vi
day.”

Toan bd hoi phu thity déu & ddy va dang ngdi trén mép ghé.
“Goody Alsop, day Ia cha chau, Stephen Proctor.”

“Tho dét.”” Goody Alsop rang r& ndi véi vé thoa mén. ‘ﬂ‘f)ng 12 mot thy dét mang tinh mrdc, gidng nhur con gai 6ng.” Cha t61 hoi khom ngudi nhur 6ng van
thuong lam the, quan sat moi nguoi va ndi it nhat cd thé trong khi t61 lam thi tuc gidi thi€u. Tat ca dam phu nit déu curoi va git dau dap lai, mic du
Catherine phai lap lai moi dicu véi Elizabeth Jackson vi trong &m cuia cha t6i la King qua.

“Ong khong phién chia sé cho chiing toi biét tén sinh vat ctia dng chir?”” Goody Alsop nhin chim chim vio vai cha t6i, noi ¢6 thé nhin thiy dudng nét mo
mo ctia mdt con diéc. Toi chua bao gio nhan thay né trude day.

“Ba ¢6 thé nhin thdy Bennu u?”” Cha t6i ngac nhién noi.

“Di nhién rdi. anh chang d4u & do, dang rong canh, ngang qua hai vai 6ng. Tinh linh thiét thén ctia t6i khong ¢6 canh, niic di t6i cé mdi lién hé manh mé
v6i khong khi. Toi ngd 1 vi d6 ma dé thuin hoa ¢ ta hon. Tén c6 ta i Ella va rit kho hudn luyén.”

Béng hon ctia Goody Alsop It quanh cha t6i, khe kh& ngdm nga véi con chim khi bt d4u nhin 15 né hon.

“C6 1& Bennu ciia dng c6 theé dd duge nng rong lira clia Diana bo di tén d6 ddy. Toi nghi, nhur thé & gitp con gii ong trér vé thoi dai ctia 6 dy d dang
hon. Chiing t61 khong muon ¢6 bat ky dau vét nao tir vat thiét thin cua c6 ay dé lai noi nay vino s€ kéo Diana trd lai London.”

“Ai cha.” Cha t6i dang d4u tranh dé tiép nhan tét ca chuyén ndy — nhom hdi ctia cac phi thity, béng hon ctia Goody Alsop va thyc t& 1 céc bi mit ciia
ong dang bi pho bay ra.

“Ai co?” Elizabeth Jackson lich sur hoi, cho r.%mg mminh da hiéu nhAm
Cha t6i hoi nga nguoi ra sau quan sat Elizabeth can than. “Ching ta d gip nhau chua nhi?”

“Chura, do 14 6ng nhin ra nuée trong huyét mach ciia t6i ddy. Ching toi that vui vi c6 6ng & ddy, ong Proctor. Chura khi ndo lai ¢6 ba tho dét cing lic &
London thé nay. Thanh pho nay thit 6n a0.”

Goody Alsop ra hiéu vé chiéc ghé bén canh ba. “Ngdi xudng di ndo.”
Cha t6i nhén Iy vi trf vinh dyr d6. “khong c6 ai & nha biét vé cong viée tho dét ndy ca.”
“Ngay ca me con ciing khong u?” Toi thd hit ra. “Cha, cha phai noi cho me biét.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“0, ba 4y biét nhung cha khong ké ma cho me con xem.” Céc ngon tay cha t6i gap lai rdi thé ra theo ban néng thé hién mdt ménh kénh.

Thé gidi dugc thip sang trong nhiing cai bong mau xanh h;JC, xém,, tim oai hurong va xanh 14 khi 6ng kéo tat ca nhirng soi to' mang tinh nurée 4n gléu trong
can phong: nhiing canh licu trong mdt cai binh canh cira s6, gid nén bac ma Goody Alsop dung cho cac cau thin chi ctia ba va con ca dang doi dé
nuong kén cho bira t61. Moi ngurdi va moi vét trong can phong déu bj pha trong nhitng sac mau cta nude. Bennu bay 1én, d6i canh nhon mau bac cua n6
khudy dong khong khi tao thanh nhitng do*[ song. Bong hon ctia Goody Alsop bi thdi bay hét bén ndy sang bén kia theo dong nuée, hinh dang cua c6 ta

thay ddi thanh mot bong hoa bach hop cuong dai, r6i tro v& hinh dang con ngudi va moc ra nhitng céi canh. Hai tinh linh thiét than nhu thé dang choi dia
ctng nhau. Trudc canh gidi lao 4y, nang rong lira ciing vay dudi va dap dap hai canh vao xuong sudn toi.

“khong phai by gio,” toi nghiém khéic bao ¢6 nang, tay ndm chét lay than 4o phia trén. Piéu cubi ciing ching t6i can 12 mdt con rong kra nhay cang lén vi
vui suéng. Kha ning kiém soat ciia t6i trong qua khir ¢ thé so suét, nhung t6i biét 16 hon hét viée tha mdt con rong vao London thoi dai Elizabeth 1 thé
ndo.

“Dé 6 bé ra di, Diana,” cha t6i thiic giuc. “Ben s& trong nom cd bé.”

Nhung t6i khong thé dé minh lam thé. Cha t6i goi Bennu, né da nhat dan di trén vai 6ng. Phép thuat nurée xung quanh t6i ciing nhat dan di.

“Tai sao con lai e s9?”” Cha t6i lang I& hoi

“Con so boi vi c4i nay!” Toi phat cac soi thirg cua t6i trong khong khi. “Va cdi ndy nira!” Toi dép vao xuong suon minh, hich vao géng lira. c6 nang
phun kira dap lai. T6i trrot ban tay xudng noi bé con ctia ching t6i dang 16n 1én. “Va day nita, c6 qua nhiéu. Con khong can ding dén phép thuat manh
mé phd trirong nhur cach cha wira lam. Con hanh phc vi 14 chinh minh.”

“Con c6 thé dét cac cau than chi, ra lénh cho rong hra, ubn cong cac quy ludt thong tri sur séng va cai chet Con ciling khong on dinh, dé thay di nhur
ban thin sur sang tao, Diana a. Nhitng thtr ndy | quyén niing ma bét ctr phi thity ¢6 tur ton ndo ciiing s& giét ngudi vind.”

Toi kinh haii nhin 6ng, Ong d& mang dén mot thir ma 0 khong thé ddi mat trong céin phong nay: Nhitng phu thity da giét ngudi vi thi stre manh ndy. Ho
ciing da giét cha va me toi.

“Viéc dat phép thuat cia con ndm gon gang trong nhiing chiéc hop nho va gitt n6 tach biét hin v6i thut phi thity s& khong giap cho me con va ta thoat
khoi 6 ménh duge dau,” cha t6i tiép tuc budn ba noi.

“P6 khong phai diéu con dang c6 ging im”
“thét sa0?” Long may ong nhudng én. “Con mudn thir lin nita khong, Diana?”
“Di Sarah n6i, phép thudt manh va thuat phu thiy 1a thir hoan toan tach biét. Dindi...”

“Quén nhitng gi Sarah n6i di” Cha ndm Iy hai vai toi. “Con khong phai la Sarah cting nhu khong gidng bt cir ph thity ndo timg song, Con khong phai
lra chon giita cac cau than chu va stirc manh & ngay trén dau ngén tay minh. Chiing ta 13 tho dét, ding khong?”

Toi gat dau.

“Vay thi hily nghi phép thuét manh m nhur chiéc khung dét — nhing soi to'khoe manh lam nén thé gidi— va nghi dén cac cau than chi nhu nhimg soi
ngang — déu 13 mdt phan ciia tim tham dét. Tét ca | mdt hé thdng Ion, con yéu a. Con c6 thé niim bt n, néu con gat di ndi so hdi ctia minh.”

T6i c6 thé nhin thiy cac kha ning phat sing quanh minh trong nhimg tAm hrdi nmiu séc va bong ti, nhung ndi sg van con.

“Doi da. Con c6 mdt mdi lién két v6i lira, giong me. Ching ta khong biét nude va lira s phén tmg nhur thé nio, con chura hoc nhimg bai d6.” Toi nghi,
bdi Praha, bdi ching t6i con béan séan king Ashmole 782 va quén mit chuyén tap trung vao tuong lai va viéc quay trd ve do.

“Vay con 14 cau thit danh bong bang ca hai tay — vii khi bi mat ctia phu thily day ching” Ong cudi vang,

“Chuyén nay nghiém tiic ma cha.”

“khong can phai thé.” Cha t6i dé cau ni d6 Bing xudng, rdi bt Iy mot dau soi to mau xam va xanh I4.

“Cha dang lam gi ddy?” T6i hoai nghi hoi.

“Quan sét di,” dng dap trong tiéng ri ram nhu nhitng con séng x6 vao bor cat. Ong kéo ngén tay vé phia minh va mim chét moi nhuw thé dang, cb giir mot
phép thdi bong v6 hinh. Khi ong thdi ra, mdt qua bong nure thanh hinh. Ong biing ngdn tay vé phia cai x6 nurde gan 1o sudi, qua bong chuyén thanh da,
bdng bénh trén khong va roi vio c4i x6 danh bdmmdt cai. “Mit bo.”

Elizabeth curdi khiic khich, thi mdt dong bong bong murde vao khong khi, mdi tréi bong nha ra mot trin mira murde bé xiu.

“Con khong thich nhiing thir khong biét 15, Diana, nhung doi khi con phai ndm Ay n6. Con da so hai khi lin dAu tién cha dit con kén chiéc xe dap ba
banh va con d4 ném nhitng khoi do choi vao twong khi khong thé xSp tat ca ching trd lai vao hop. Ching ta da trai qua nhitng cudc khing hoang do.
Cha chac chan ching ta c6 the giai quyét chuyén nay.” Cha t6i chia tay ra.
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“Nhung n qua...”

“Hon loan? Doi la thé ma. Hay thoi b gang hoan ho di. Hay thir thuc s thay d6i.”” Canh tay cha t6i quét qua khong khi, im0 ra tit ca céc soi to binh
thurong van an di khong nhin thy. “Ca thé gidi trong cin phong ndy. Hay tan dung thoi gian va tim hiéu n6 di.”

Toi quan sat k§ cac kiéu miu va thiy nhing Tudng miu sic xung quanh cac phi thity biéu 16 strc manh cu thé ctia ho. Cac soi to ira va mrdc vy xung
quanh t6i trong mot m& hon don nhitng sac mau tuong phan. Con hoang s ctia toi quay trd lai.

“Hay goi Iira di,”” cha t0i ni, don gian nhur thé d6 I chuyén dt mdt cai banh pizza. Sau mbt thoang do du, t6i ngodc ngon tay va ude kira dén véi toi.
mot soi to mau dé cam niic trén dau ngdn tay. Khi t6i thd ra mot hoi qua bo mdi mim chit, hang ta bong bong anh sang va hoi néng nhd li ti bay vao
khong khi nhur nhitng con dom dom.

“Dé thirong qua, Diana!” Catherine vo tay kéu lén.

Gitta tiéng v0 tay va anh lira, nang rong lira ciia t6i mudn durgc tha ra. Bennu kéu lén tir trén vai bd t6i va rong lira dép lai. “khong,” ti ndi, nghién chat
rang.

“Dling c6 pha binh nhur thé. ¢6 nang a mdt con rong — khong phéi c4 vang. Tai sao con luon ¢b gia v phép thuat i binh thuong nhi? Hay dé c6 ning
bay di!”

Toi tha long ngudi, xuong suon mémdi, xuong séng ctia t6i mo ra nhur nhimg trang gidy clia mt cuon sach. Rong lira cia t6i thoat ra khoi sy kim him
ngay khi c6 co hoi dAu tién, dap dap doi canh trong khi bién hoa tir miu xam md nhat thanh ngii séc lAp lnh toa sang. Cai dudi cua n6 x0én cong thanh
mot cai nit thit 1ong va lron vong quanh phong, Rong lira bét nhiing trai bong 4nh sang nhd xiu bang ring rdi nubt ching nhur ankeo. Sau do, ¢6 nang
chuyén su chii ¥ sang nhimg qué bong bong nurée cua cha ti, nhur thé ching 1 thir sim-panh ngon lanh. Khi da choi da rdi, ¢6 nang vd canh lo kimg
trong khong trung trurdc it o1, cai dudi dap dap xudng san nha va nghiéng du cho doi.

“c6 bé 1a gi thé nay?” Toi tyr hoi, am thé ndo n6 ¢6 thé xoay s dé hdp thy duoc tat ca nhitng strc manh trai ngroc ctia nude va lira.

“La ¢, nhung khong phai ¢b.” Rong ltra chop chép doi miét nhur thily tinh trong sudt quan sat toi. mot trdi bong néng hrong xody tron thing bang & cudi
c4i dudi c6 hinh ring cua ctia n6. Rong lira vy dudi hit qua bong vao hai ban tay t6i. N6 trong giéng trai cau t6i da ting Matthew ¢ Madision.

“Tén c6 bé [a gi?”” T6i thi tham hoi.

“cb co thé goi toila Corra,” ¢4 ning no6i bang mot thir ngdn ngit ctia khoi va swong mit. Corra lic e cai diu chio tam biét, tan dan thanh mot cai bong
Xam va bién mt.

Strc niing ctia ¢6 nang uych mdt ci lai vao trong nguoi t6i, hai canh khum vong quanh hrng t6i, va chi con sy tinh Iing, Toi hit vao mot hoi that sau.

“thét tuyét vi, con yéu.” Cha t6i 6m siét ldy t6i that chat. “Con d suy nghil nhur ra. Cam thong va chia sé i bi mét ctia van vat trong cude song niy —
"’

bao gdm ca phép thuét trong d6. Hay nhin xem, gio nhitng soi to méi sang kim sao!

Thé gii xung quanh ching ti sang Ip nh hon bao gior hét. Trong cac goc phong, man dét miu cham va hd phéch ciing dang sang dan lén déu déu,
canh bao rang thoi gian dang ngay mot gap gap roi.

Ban dang doc truyén Mt Ma Phi: Thizy duoc tai mién phi tai WWw.EbookFull.Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.

Chuong 38

“Hai tuan da qua 10, gio> cha phai di thoi.”

khong miy bét ngd nhung nhitng 16i ndi ndy ciing gidng vao toi mot don choang vang, Toi cup miit nhin xubng dé che gidu vé bi roi.

“Néu cha khong trinh dién sém, me con s& nghii cha dang di lai v6i nguroi ban cam.”

“Niguoi ban cam ngu y nhidu diéu trong thé ky muoi bay ndy, ” t0i ko déing ndi, kéo théing méy nit soi thimg niim trén long minh. Gios t0i da tién bo viing
vang trén moi phirong dién, tir nhiing bua chi don gian chira bénh dau dau dén cac nat dét phire tap hon, co thé giy song gon lan tan trén song Thames.
T6i bén hai soi thirng mau vang kim va xanh duong quanh miy ngon tay. Strc manh va su hiéu biét.

“0, con binh phyc nhanh dy Diana.” Cha t6i quay sang Matthew. “Con bé hdi phuc nhanh qua.”

“Cha n6i thém vé chuyén d6 di,” chdng t6i dap 10i bang giong déu déu khd khan. Ca hai dang c6 ging ding céc cau chuyén hai hude dé am mém nhimg
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khia canh thé ctmg trong mdi quan hé giira hai ngudi, ma d6i khi khién ho tré' nén khong thé chiu dyung noi.

“Ta rat vui duoc gip ciu, Matthew - khong ké t6i anh méit dang so mbi khi cu nghi réng ta dang sai khién Diana,” cha curdi n6i. Toi phot & nhitng 1oi
gicu cot ctia ho va bén xoan sgi thirg mau vang vao hai sgi vang kim cting xanh duong, Thuyét phuc.

“Cha c6 thé ¢ lai t6i mai khong? Néu dé 16 dip & ky niém thi cha s& thiy an hén ddy.” Ngay mai 2 1€ hi Ha Chi va ca thanh phé dang nghi €. Toi so
rang, cai cd dém cudi cling & bén con gai ciing khong thé niu giir cha & lai, nén danh ngai nging dira ddm vao nhirng hing thi vé hoc thuat ciia ong.

“L& hoi c6 rat nhiéu phong tuc dan gian dé cha quan sat.”

“Cac phong tuc dan gian sa0?” Cha t6i bat cuoi. “Con tht khéo néi, nhung tat nhién cha s& & lai t6i ngiy mai. Annie da Jam tang cha mdt vong hoa, va
cha cting Will s€ dén hut thuoc voi Walter, sau do s& ghé tham Cha Hubbard.”

Matthew cau méy. “Cha biét Hubbard sa0?”

“O, tat nhién. Khi moi toi, ta da chii dong gioi thiéu ban than voi 6ng ta. Ta nén m vy khi 6ng ay 14 ngudi quan ly tai ddy. Cha Hubbard nhinra ta la
cha cta Diana ngay. Loai ctia cdu c6 kha ning khiru gidc thit dang né né.” Cha t6i nhin Matthew béng 4nh niit nhén tir. “mdt ngudi dan ong thia vi, voi
nhitng ¥ tuéng xdy dung mdt gia dinh 1on va hanh phiic cho tét ca cac smh vat khac nguroi”

“Thé gii d6 s& hoan toan hdn loan.” Toi ndi thing,

“Tét ca ching ta dd gop phan tao ra nd, nhu dém qua, trong cung mot mai nha voi ba ma ca 1ong, hai phi thity, mdt yéu tinh, hai con ngurdi va mot con
cho. Bmg voi gat bo cac y trong moi, Diana.” Cha nhin t61 bang anh n¥it phan doi. “C6 the cha s& qua choi voi Catherine va Marjorie. Rat nhiéu phi
thity d6 ra duong lang thang vao t6i nay nén cha tin hai nguoi ho bict cho ndo dong vui nhat.” Duong nhur 6ng giao ticp bang tén riéng voi phan nira thanh
pho nay.

“Va cha phai can than, déc biét lic & quanh Wil, cha a. Pimg néi ‘Oa’ hay ‘Puoc ddy, Shakespeare.” Cha ciia t6i rat thich tiéng 16ng, Ong timg ndi,
d¢ 1a dau hiéu ctia mdt nha nhan ching hoc.

“Gia ma cha c6 thé dira Will v& nha clng minh, cdu ta s& la — xin 16i con yéu - mit dong nghiép thi vi. Cau ta c6 khiéu hai hude va trudng cta ching ta
nén lam vi€c véi nhiing ngudi nhu vay. Thay doi tirng chit mdt, con hi€u y cha chir.”” Ong xoa hai ban tay vao nhau. “Ké hoach ctia con thé nao?”

“Bon con khong c6 ké hoach ndo ca.” Toi ngdy nguoi nhin Matthew va anh nhin vai dap tra.

“Con nghii minh s& tra 101 thur tir,” anh ngdp ngimg ndi. Chong thur giri t6i da chét cao t6i mirc bao dong,
“Oi, khong.” Cha i ngdi xudng ghé véi vé mit kho chiu.

“Chuyén gi vy a?” Toi quay dau dé xem ai hay cai gi m6i budc vao phong,

“Ping n6i vdi cha ring con 1 kiéu ngudi hoc thudt nhé, nhimg ke ching phén biét ndi sur khéc biét giita cude song va cong viée.” Ong hit manh hai tay
nhur thé né tranh mot thir kho chiu. “Cha khong mudn tin ring con gai minh 1 mot ké giéng ho.”

“Cha hoi curong diéu rdi,” t6i dap khd khan. “Bon con c6 thé & bén cha vao budi tdi, nhung con chura bao gios ht thude. Dau tién nd 1 vén dé lién quan
tdi lich str voi Walter, vi anh ta da gidi thiu thuoe 14 vao nurde anh.”

Gid dy, cha t6i con to vé kinh hai hon. “Hoan toan khong, Ching ta s& lién két lai nhu nhitng ngudi ddng chi. Lionel Tiger bién ludn ring. ..
“Con khong phéi nguroi Am md cudng nhiét ciia Tiger,” Matthew cit ngang. “Ga an thit dong loai d6 ching bao gios khién con thiy himg thi.”

“Ching ta c6 thé dat chn Qé an thit nguoi sang bén va tap trung théo ludn Iy do ma cha khong mubn & bén Matthew va con vao dém cudi cling trudc
khong?” Toi cam thay bi ton thuong,

“khong phai viy, con yéu. Matthew, gifip ta thoat khoi chuyén nay di, hity dwa Diana ra ngoai hen ho, hin cau phéi nghiira diéu gi d6 dé lam chir.”

“Truot pa-tanh u?” Poi Iong may clia Matthew nhurén Ién. “Chéng c6 san trurot pa-tanh ndo tai London vao thé ky murdi sau ca va con mudn n6i thém
rang, & theé ky hai muroi mdt ciing chi con vai cai san quy bau thoi.”

“Chét tiét.” Cha t0i va Matthew da choi trd “mdt d6i dau theo xu thé” vai ngay nay va trong khi cha toi cam thiy vui mimg vi su thinh hanh cua nhac
disco hay xu huéng Pet Rock bi phai tan dan theo thoi gian thi lai hoan toan choang vang lic hay tin, nhiing thir khac nhur b comr 1€ quan bng loe gior tro
thanh muc tiéu ché giéu. “Ta rt thich trurot pa-tanh. Rebecca va ta thurong t6i mdt san tai Dorchester khi mudn tréanh xa Diana vai tiéng, va...”

“Chiing con s& di dao,” t0i voi ving lén tiéng. Cha t6i khong can phai thing thén t6i mirc ké cho Matthew vé nhiing hoat dong cha va me thuong lam Iic
ranh r6i. C6 vé 6ng nghi ring, nhitng chuyén do s& khién Matthew bi choang vang, nhung mot khi tht bai, ong lién quay sang goi Matthew 12 “Ngai
Lancelot”, mit kiéu danh gia kho chiu.

“di dao, con s& di dao.” Cha t6i tam drng Ioi. “Con mudn 4m chi theo nghiia den phai khong?”
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Ong roi khoi vi tri bén canh chiée ban. “Ché tréch céc sinh vat khic ngudi sép tuyét ching roi. Ra ngodi di, cé hai dira, ngay ip tirc. Va ta yéu cu ca
hai phai thit vui vé nhé.” Ong dan chung t6i v& hudng cura.

“Lam thé ndo a?” Toi hoi, e ndy da hoan toan bdi roi.
“mot ¢ con gai khong nén danh cau hoi ny cho cha minh. Gio la dém truée 18 hoi Ha chi. Con hiy ra ngoai va hoi nguoi dﬁp tién con gip 4y, ma tt
hon 14 lam theo nhiing nguoi khac. Ha du6i anh tréng chang han. Thi trién phép thuat. Hon nhau it nhat mot lan. Hay chéc chén rang ca quy ngai Lancelot
day cling lam nhé.” Ong hat hang 16ng may. “Hay v& mdt birc chan dung nhé, quy ¢ Bishop?”
“Con ciing nghii viy.” Giong n6i ctia toi day swr nghi ngd vé nhiing goi y vui choi ctia cha minh.
“Tét. Ta s& khong vé trde binh minh dau, nén dimg doi. Tot hon 1 & bén ngoai ca dém 4y. Jack dang & cing Tommy Harriot, Annie ¢ véi di ctia con
bé con Pierre thi.. . ta cling khong biét dang ¢ dau nhung cu ta khong can nguoi trong nom. Ta s€ gip hai dira vao bita sang mai.”
“Cha bit du goi Thomas Harriot a2 Tommy tir khi nao vay?”” Toi hoi nhung ong gia b chang nghe thiy.
“Nao con, hily 6m cha trude khi di va dimg quén ném trai that nhiéu niém vui nhé, duoc chir?” Ong dang tay 6m t6i vao Iong, “Hen gip con ngdy mai,
conyéu.”
Cha déy ching t6i ra khoi cira va déng sam lai trude nit ca hai. Toi dinh dua tay voi cai then cira thi ban tay mat lanh ctia Matthew da nim Ry tay toi.
“Ong 4y s& rdi khoi dy sau vai tiéng nita, Matthew a.” Toi dua tay con lai vé& phia canh cira va Matthew lai nim ly no.

“anh biét va 6ng Ay ciing biét ching ta hié,” Matthew giai thich.

“Vay thi ong 4y nén h1eu rang, em mudn duge & bén dng nhleu hon.” T6i nhin chiim cham vao canh cira, mong rang cha s& mo nd ra. Toi co thé trong
thiy nhitng soi to xuét phat tir ban than, xuyén qua cac the 0 trén ctra va dan t6i vi phap sur & bén trong, mdt trong cac soi to bi cat dit va roi én ban
tay t6i nhu mot dai cao su. Toi tho hon hén. “Cha oil”

“di di, Diana!” Ong hét lén.

Matthew cing toi ]ang thang quanh thanh phd, quan sat cac tiém déng cira som va nhan thdy nhirng dam an choi da lip dy cac quan ruou. Nhimg ngudi
ban thit dang sdp xép cac chong xwong mdt cach ky la trude cira nha. Tat ca déu tring on va sach s& nhur thé ching mdi duoc lude én.

“Nguoi ta ding xwong vao viée gl vay?” Toi hoi Matthew sau khi ca hai nhin thiy ngudi thir ba lam diéu twong tur.
“Pdng xrong do s& duge dot.”
“Lira &n mirmg u?”

“khong,” Matthew dap, “nhimg dong lira chay trén xuong Theo truyén thong, moi ngudi dn mirng dém trude 1€ Ha chi bén ngon lira lon: Itra tir xwong,
lira tir cui va ca hai. Mic du Ong thi truong da canh bao ve viée ngimg va chim durt cac 18 ky niém kiéu mé tin di doan nhur vay mdi ndm, nhung moi
ngudi van dbt ira bang moi cach.”

Matthew chiéu di toi mbt bira tdi tai quén tro danh tiéng Belle Savage némngay phia ngoai Blackftiars trén dbi Ludgate. khong chi la mdt quan &n binh
thuong, tiém Belle Savage con I mot t6 hop giai tri, noi céc vi khéch co thé xem kich nghé va céc tran ddu duoc rao chin cén than, chira ké dén
Marocco, con ngira noi tiéng vi c6 thé chon ra nhitng ngwdi con trinh tiét gitta d4m dong. Tuy noi ddy khong phai san truot pa-tanh & Dorchester nhung
16 gan chd ching t6i &.

Thanh thiéu nién ctia thanh phd déu do ra duong thanh timg dam, ngudi nay la hét king ma va am chi bong gio angumklanmkhlho di tir quan ruou
ndy sang quan ruou khéc. Ho da phai lao dong niing nhoc gin nhur ca ngly véi vai trd ngudi hdu hay tho hoc viée, tham chi nhiéu budi ti, ho ctng khong
¢6 duoc thoi gian riéng ctia ban than ma phai lim thém nhimg viée dugce nha chi giao cho nhur tréng tiém, tréng nha, chim séc dam tré con, di kiém
nurée va thire an, im hang trim viée nha nho nhét khac nhau dé duy tri 16i song trong mot gia dinh. Nhung dém nay, London 1 ctia ho va chinh ho 1
nhitng ngudi tao nén nod.

Ching t6i di vé qua Ludgate va khi ca hai tlen 61 gn 16i vao khu Blackfriars thi hdi chudng diém chin gid t6i vang lén. Thuong ngy, vao gio ndy, cac

thanh vién ctia DOi Tuin Phong bt d4u di tudn va moi ngudi nén trd vé nha, nhung duong nhur dém nay, khong mot ai muon tuan theo cac luat 16, du mt
troi da in khoang mdt tiéng trurde va mot ngiy nita tring moi tron, nhung céc con phd ciia London gidr da ngfip tran anh tring,

“Ching ta ctr lang thang tiép c6 duoc khong?” Toi hoi. Toi va Matthew udn di t6i mdt noi cu thé nhur t6i u dai ctia Baynard dé gip Mary, t6i St. James
Garlickhythe dé thiam nhom hoi phi thily hay t6i san nha tho Thanh Paul dé tim sach. Ca hai chira bao gio di dao qua thanh phd ma khong c6 mot dich
dén cuy thé trong du nhur thé nay.

“Vi chiing ta phai & bén ngoai vui choi, anh chéing thy Iy do ndo dé phéan ddi ca.” Matthew n6i roi nghiéng dau hon trom mot cai.

Ching ti di dao quanh cong phia Ty ctia nhé thé Thénh Paul, noi vén tap ndp va hbi hé bét chp gior gidc, rdi ca hai ra khoi sén nha thes bing cong phia

bac. Tir day, khu Cheapside mo ra, con pho rong réi cling nhur thinh virong nht thanh pho, noi cac tho kim hoan lam viée. Ching t6i di vong qua dai

phun nude tai ngd tu Cheapside, dang duoc trung dung thanh bé 101 nude ctia mot nhdm may cau chang om som, 16i cé hai hudng vé phia dong,
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Matthew chi cho t6i 16 trinh ciia ¢4m rude trong 1€ ding quang cta Anne Boleyn va ngbi nha ma Geoffrey Chaucer ttmg song thoi tho du. Vai thirong gia
moi Matthew tham gia trd ném bi cting ho nhung sau ba Ian tring dich lién tiép thi ho lién la 6 dudi anh ra. “Gioy anh c¢6 thy vui khi chirng minh duwoc vi tri
dau dan ctia minh khong?” T6i tréu anh khi Matthew vong tay qua dé kéo toi lai gin.

“V6 cting,” anh dap, sau do trd vao mdt cdy chi dudng trén phd. “Nhin nay.”
“Khu Thurong mai Hoang gia.” Toi quay sang anh v6i vé phén khich. “Vao budi dém! anh van nh¢.”

“mot quy ong khong bao gioy quén diéu gi,” anh thi thim va cti thip dau. “anh khong biét con tiém ndo mo cira khong, nhung dén van sang. Emsé dao
budc cung anh qua khu san trong chir?”

Ching t6i di qua cac khung cira to vo rong I6n, ndm bén canh ki thap chudng c6 dat trong mdt con chéu chdu bang vang trén dinh. Vao dén bén trong,
61 cham chim xoay ngudi dé co cai nhin diy di nhit v& tda nha bdn ting nay, cling hang trim gian hing ban moi thir d, tir 4o gidp st toi dot giay.
Loat birc twong ctia céc vi vua nurée anh nhin xuéng d4m dong khach hang va thuong nhén, kém theo d6 a mdt dot bénh dich chau chau duroc trang tri
trén dinh cac 6 cira s6 mai vom bang kinh.

“Chéu chdu I biéu trong ctia Gresham, 6ng ta ciing khong hé ngin ngai tir quéng ba ban than,” Matthew curdi ndi, doi theo anh méit ctia toL.

Qua thyc, vai cira tiém vﬁnmo va day dén chay doc con dwong mai vom bao quanh khu san trong van thép séang, con ching t6i khong phai 1 nhimg
ngudi duy nhat thich thi budi toi nay.

“Tiéng nhac tir du vay?” Toi hoi, nhin ng6 xung quanh tim ngudi hat rong,
“trén thap,” Matthew d4p va chi vé hudng ca hai tién vao. “Cac thuong gia gop tién to chirc nhidu budi hoa nhac vao nhiing ngaty thoi tiét Am ap. Hoat
dong nay c6 ich cho viéc kinh doanh”

Matthew ciing & mdt nguoi ¢6 ich cho viée kinh doanh, dura trén s6 krong ngudi ban hing chio anh bang tén riéng thi biét. anh cudi dia va hoi tham vé
vo con cua ho.

“anh s& quay lai ngay,” anh n6i va tat vao mot cira tiém gAn déy. Toi béi 16i dimg nghe nhac va quan sat mOt phu nit tré ¢ uy quyén va quyét doan to
chirc mdt budi da vii ngau himg, Moi ngurdi dirng thanh vong tron, ndm tay nhau va nhdy Ién nhdy xudng nhu bong ngd nd trén chao néng.

Khi quay lai, Matthew tang t6i qua kém véi tit ca cac nghi thire kiéu cach.

“mit cai b?ly chudt,” t6i cudi khiic khich nhin chiée hdp g5 nho ¢b canh ctra truot.

“N6 1a mdt cai bay chudt ding kiéu,” anh dap va cam Iy tay t6i, rdi bit dau ki budc dan tdi vao trung tim clia dam dong, “Khiéu vii cing anh ndo.”
“Hién nhién 1 em khong biét diéu nhay nay roi.” N6 khong hé gidng nhimg diéu ni ching toi timg khiéu vii tai Sept-Tours hoac ¢ au dai ciia Rudolf

“Ping, anh ciing vay,” Matthew dép, khong budn ngd lai cac cap doi dang xoay vong sau kg, “Day 1 mdt diéu nhay co — diéu Chit Ngura O nho — cac
bude cting dé thoi.”” anh kéo t6i vao vi tri cudi hang, giat cai bay chudt khoi tay t6i va trao cho modt cau nhéc lang thang cam hd, hira hen vé6i né mot
dong xunéu no tra lai vao cudi ban nhac.

Matthew nim Ry tay t6i, bude vao hang ngudi khiéu vil. Khi ho di chuyén, ching toi i theo, tién t6i ba bude va mdt bude bt nhé, lii sau ba bude
kémmot bude bat nho. Sau vai lan p lai, ching t6i chuyén sang cac bude nhay phire tap hon khi muo6i hai nguoi khiéu vil trong hang chia lam hai hang
nho sau nguodi va bat dau doi cho, bat chéo tir hang nay sang hang khac, tao thanh 1an song ra sau va trude.

Lic diéu nhay két thic, ching t6i nhanh chong roi khoi khu Thurong mai Hoang gia trude khi dam dong khiéu vl tré nén qué khich, nhimg tiéng yéu cau
ddi nhidu giai diéu diic trung hon vang Ién. Matthew Iy lai cai by chudt cho t6i nhung thay vi dura t6i vé thiing nha, anh dira c4 hai vé phia nam, hudng
ra song, Ching t6i di xudi xubng nhidu ngd hém, cét ngang rit nhidu san nha tho, t6i khi t6i hoan toan mét kha nang dinh huéng, ca hai da tién vao All
Hallows Vidai, cting toa thap vudng cao I6n va day mai hién bi bo hoang, noi cac thay tu tirng mot thdi di qua. Gidng hiu hét cac nha thd khéc tai
London, All Hallows dang dan d6 nét, phan cong trinh bing d4 tir thoi trung ¢b ctia n6 bi v vun.

“Em 6 himg thi tréo 1én khong?”” Matthew hoi, cti dau tién vao day méi hién va bude qua mdt canh cira gb thip.

Toi git dau va ca hai bit dau tréo Ién. Ching t01 di ngang qua rmy cai chudng, ching ma kéu Ién luc nay thi ching vui vé gi va Matthew kéo manh canh
cura sap trén méi. anh nhay vut qua khung cira rdi véi xudng nhic t6i Ién ciing. Ching t6i thiy minh bong nhién dimg sau hang 16 chau mai ctia toa thap,
Vi tit ca khung canh London tréi rong bao la dudi chén.

Nhirng dong lira hoi trén nhiéu qua ddi bén ngoai thanh phd da dwoc dét sang, ca nhing chiéc dén béo lic lic én Xuéng trén miii mdi thuyén va xa lan di
ngang qua song Thames. Tir khoang cach nay, trong bong démbao phi, con song giong nhur mot tAm man san ldlau, con nhitng chiéc dén chap chon tua
dan dom d6m ngang qua. T6i nghe thy tiéng curoi dia ciing tiéng nhac, tat ca nhirmg 4m thanh binh di ctia cude sdng mé t6i da qua quen thude trong sudt
phiéu thang & day.

“Vay emda dién kién nit hoang, trong thiy khu Thurong mai Hoang gia vao bubi tbi, thurc sur tham gia vio mdt v dién thay vi chi dimg quan sét tir bén
ngoai,”” Matthew ndi, diém lai trén dau cac ngon tay.
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“Chiing ta cting da tim ra Ashmole 782. Em kham phé ra minh 1 mot tho dét va phép thuat chéng c6 quy luat nhwr em mong cho.” T6i nhin bao quat toan
thanh phd, nhé lai 1an dau tién ching toi t6i London, Matthew d chi ra gioi han cho nhitng ndi so gi khong con trong t6i nita. Lic ndy, toi co thé tur
minh goi tén ching. “D6 I Bridewell.” T6i chi. “Va nha thd Thanh Paul. Ca khu d4u trudng trd ché tréu ghu nita.” T6i quay sang chang ma ca rong dimg
yén lang bén minh. “Cam on anh vi budi ti nay, Matthew. Ching ta chura bao gioy c6 mdt budi hen ho cong khai nhur thé ndy. Qué 1 phép mau.”

“anh chura im tt cong vige tan tinh em thi phai? Ching ta nén ¢6 nhicu budi tbi nhur thé nay, khiéu vil va nhin ngim trdi sao.” anh nging mat kn va anh
trang diu diu phan chiéu tir 1an da tai nhot cta anh.

“anh thuc sy dang tda sang d6.” Toi nhe nhang ndi, véi tay cham Ién cdmanh.

“Em ciing viy.” Ban tay clia Matthew trurot xudng eo t0i va hanh dong d6 da mang ca dira con vio trong vong tay 6m siét ctia ca hai. “Chuyén ndy nhic
anh nhd, cha emda cho chiing ta ca mdt danh sach cong viéc phai lam.”

“Ching ta da vui vé. anh tao ra phép thuét bang cach dura em t6i khu thwong mai va khién em bat ngd trude khung canh nay.”
“Vay chi con hai viéc nita, quy ba hity chon di: anh ¢6 thé hi dudi anh triing hodic ching ta s& hon nhau say ddm.”

T6i mim cuoi va nhin ra xa, cam thiy xiu hd mt cach ky la. Matthew ngang dau nhin mit tring lin nita, chuan bi sin sang,
“khong gao hii nhé vi anh s& khién Doi Tuin Phong téi day mét,” t6i bt cudi phan doi.

“Vay thi hon nhé,” anh diu dang noi, dat moi minh 1én moi toi.

sksksk

Ngiy hom sau, ca gia dinh déu ngap dai sudt bita sang, sau mbt dém & bén ngodi t6i tan sém mai. Tom va Jack vira méi thirc gidc va dang ngiu nghién
bat chdo dac thi Gallowglass budce vao thi thim dieu gi d6 voi Matthew. Miéng t61 kho khoc khi nhin thay anh niit duom budn ctia Matthew.

“Cha t6i dau?” Toi dumg phét day.
“Ong 4y di 101, Gallowglass coc can dap.

“Tai sao cu khong ngin ong dy lai?”” Toi hoi Gallowglass, nurée miit chyc trao dang. “Ong 4y khong thé di dwoc. Toi chi can thém chit thoi gian bén cha
thoi”

“Tét ca thi gian trén thé giéi gdp vao ciing khong dit du, ¢6 a,” Gallowglass budn ba noi.

“Nhung 6ng dy chira chao tam biét,” t6i king ngudi thi tham.

“Cha me s& ching bao gi n6i 1i tir biét cudi cling véi con ciia ho dau,” Matthew Ién tiéng,

“Ong Stephen bao chau dua ¢6 cai ndy,” Gallowglass n6i. D6 11 mt ménh gidy nho, dugc gip thanh hinh con thuyén budm.

“Cha mudn gap hinh thién nga,” t6i n6i, lau kho miit, “nhung 6ng gap thuyén giéi hon.” T than trong & t& gidy nhén ra.

Diana:

Con da trudng thanh ding nhur cha hing mong doi.

Cude sbng 1 mdt soi to doc manh mé trén khung ciri thoi gian. Cai chét chi 1 soi to ngang binh thén.

Nho nhitng dira tré ctia con va ca nhitng dira con ctia chiing nita ma cha van s& ton tai méi ni,

Cha

Téi but: M&i khi con doc cdu “c6 thir gi d6 dang thdi nat & Dan Mach” trong Hamlet,

héy nhd dén cha.

“Emn6i v6i anh réng, phép thudt chi la long khao khét tao thanh syr that. C6 thé cac cAu than chit khong i gi ngoai nhimg I0i n6i ma ta tin tuong bang ca
trg'li tim” Matthew Ién tiéng va bude t01 dat tay trén vai t6i. “Ong ay yéu thuong em. Mai méi. Va anh ciing vay.” Nhiing 101 anh n6i dan vao cac soi to
gan két ching t6i, phu thily va ma ca rong. Ching chira dung moi cadm xtic trong anh: diu dang, t6n trong, kién tri va hy vong,

“Em ciing yéu anh,” t6i thi thAm, ciing c6 thém cho cau thin chi ctia anh.

Ban dang doc truyén Mgt Ma Phii Thiy duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhidu truyén hon & EbookFull(dot)Net.
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Chuong 39

Cha t6i d rdi London khong mdt i tir biét, nhung t6i nhét quyét s ra di theo céch khéc. Vay nén nhing ngay cudi clng tai thinh phd tr thanh mot
cong viéc dan dét phuc tap, gilia nhitng ttr nglt va noi khat khao, giita cac cau than chi va phép thuat.

Bong hon ctia Goody Alsop budn ba dimg doi phia cudi con duong nho, khi tdi t6i thém nguwdi thiy ciia minh lin cudi. Lish hon d6 bo pho theo sau
trong lic t6i tréo én cac bac thang d€ tdi phong ctia ba phu thity.

“Vay | con s& 10i bo chiing ta,” Goody Alsop néi vong ra tir chiéc ghé banh canh 16 swdi ciia minh. Ba méic bo db bang len cing mdt ci khiin choang
va ngon lra cling dang chay ruc.

“Ching chéu budc phai di.” T6i cti ngurdi va hon n mdt bén mi mong manh cia ba. “Hom nay ba cam thiy thé nao?”

“C6 vé tt hon, nho cac phuong thubc ctia Susanna day.” Goody Alsop ho khing khyc khién co thé ménh mai ctia ba i gap lai. Khi da hoi phuc, ba
ngam nhin t61 bang anh nit sang ngoi roi git dau. “Pura bé 1an nay da 6n dinh ro1.”

“Dling vay,” t6i mim cuoi dap. “Chau da c6 cam gisc dmmét. Ba c6 mudn chau ndi véi nhitng nguoi khéc khong?” Téi khong mubn Goody Alsop ganh
vac qua nhicu ganh ning vé mit camxuc hay vat chat. Susanna to ra lo lang trurdc tinh trang suy nhuge cta ba va Elizabeth Jackson da dugc tham gia
vao mdt vai nhiém vu cling nhom phu thity tién boi.

“khong can dau, Catherine ké voi ta rdi. Ba &y ni, Corra da bay luon tir vai ngly trude, vén vira cudi vira ndi luon mom nhur thurdng &, mi khi ba &y
biét mdt bi mat.”

Rong lira va t0i da di dén m)t thoa thuan réing, ¢6 nang s& gi6i han s6 lan bay luon ngoai khong trung xudng con mdt lin mdt tuin va chi vao budi toi. Toi
mien cudng chap nhin cho phép ¢ nang bay vao dém thr hai trong nhitng ngay khong trang, khi nguy co'bi con ngudi trong thay va hiéu nham vé mot
diémbéo tan the lién quan t6i Ira 1a thap nhat.

“Vay ra d6 k chd cd ning da t6i,” t0i cudi n6i. Corra tim dén ba phi thity diu dang dé bau ban va Catherine ciing thich tht duoc thach thirc Corra bing
nhitng buoi thi thd ra lra.

“Tat ca ching ta déu thdy mimg vi Corra da tim thdy thir gi khic dé lam ngoai vigc bam dinh vao cac ong khoi va gim thét vao dém hon ma.” Goody
Alsop chi vao chi€c ghe doi dién. “Sao con khong ng6i cting ta nhi? Nit than s& khong cho chiing ta co hdi khac dau.”

“Ba c6 nghe duoc tin gi tir Scotland khong?”” Toi hoi khi ngdi xudng ghé.

“Ta chiing nghe dugc g tir khi con ké vé viée Euphermia MacLean dan cai bung bau ctia minh ra van xin ma van khong thoat khoi gian héa thiéu.” sur suy
nhugc ctiia Goody Alsop bat dau tir cai dém t6i ke voi ba vé mdt nit phu thity tré tudi dén tir Berwick da bi hoa thiéu, bat chap nhitng n6 hyc ctia
Matthew.

“Cubi cing, Matthew thuyét phuc Pai Hoi Dong phéi dimg lai viée budc i va hanh hinh. Hai trong s6 céc phi thity bi két an da It ngwoc i khai va ndi
rang, 101 thd tdi ctia ho 1a két qua ctia viéc tra tan.”

“Hin i Pai Hoi Pong s& tam dimg lai khi c6 mdt wearh Ién tiéng thay it mot phi thity.” Goody Alsop nhin toi sic bén. “Ong ta nén tranh xa chuyén
nay chirng ndo con con & day. Matthew Roydon song trong the gidi ctia nhitng sy thit mira voi, nhung khong ai cd the tranh bi phat hién mi mii. Vi dira
bé, con budc phai can thin hon nita.”

“Chiing chau s& am viy,” t6i cam doan voi ba. “Trong khi d6 chau van chua chic chén nit thét thir tim c6 ¢t manh dé du hanh thoi gian khong. Ngay
ca khong c6 Matthew hay dira bé.”

“Dé ta xemndo,” Goody Alsop ndi va gio tay ra. Toi cli nguoi, dét cac soi thimg vao long ban tay ba. Toi s€ dung tht ca chin soi thimg trong lic ching
i du hanh qua thoi gian va tao ra chin nit that khéc nhau ma khong dimg thém bat ky bua chi nao. Bang doi ban tay thanh thuc, Goody Alsop tao ra
tam diém vat chéo trén soi thirng mau do, sau d6 budc hai dau day lai tao thanh mot nit that khong thé pha vo.

“Ta Jam theo cach nay.” Nt thét don gian ma tuyét dep, véi cac vong m6 va vong xoan nhu nhitng mau trang trf trén d4 trong cira s6 thanh duong,
“Chéu lam khong giong vay.” Tiéng cuoi ctia t6i duom budn. “N6 bi long ko va cong queo.”

“Moi so0i dét déu doc nhit vo nhi nhur chinh ngudi thy dét tao ra n6. Nit than khong mubn ching ta bat chirde cac y niém ctia s hoan hao ma 1 chinh
con ngudi ching ta.”

“Vay, hén i chéu khong dit trim 6n roi.” T6i dua tay ra nhn By nim ddy thimg dé nghién ctru hinh thiét ké.

“Ta s& chi cho con mot nit thit khéc,” Goody Alsop noi.
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“Connita sao?” Toi cau may.

“Nut tlﬁtqtht’r muroi. Ta khong c6 kha néng tao ra nd mac duno la cai d& nhét.” Goody Alsop mim cudi nhung camba run run. “Nguoi thiy ctia ta ciing
khong thé tao ra mit that nay, nhung ching ta van truyén lai né véi hy vong mot thg dét nhur con c6 thé thuc hién duoc.”

Goody Alsop thdo long chiéc nut vira thit chi bang mot cai bung trén ngon tay tro xuong xAu. T6i trao lai cho ba dai lua d6 va ba tao ra mdt vong thét
don gian. Trong chdc 1at, soi day thirng dugc nung chdy thanh mdt vong tron khong thé pha v&, nhung ngay khi ba tha tay, vong that bi bung ra.

“Nhung ba m6i ndi hai dau soi ddy voi nhau mdt phit trude, va quy trinh d6 tham chi con phire tap hon rét nhiéu,” toi bbi rdi néi.

“Chirng no con mot diémﬂvz“’lt chéo trén soi ddy, ta déu c6 thé thit hai diu va hoan thanh buia chi. Tuy nhién, chi 6 duy nhit mt thy dét, nguoi dimg
giita cac the gioi moi 6 the tao ra mitt that thir murdi,” ba dap. “Thir di va hily ding dai lya mau bac.”

Tuy van hoang mang nhung t6i thir X6 hai dAu ciia soi ddy vao cting mot vong xuyén. Cac thd ddy bén xoén vao nhau thanh hinh mdt vong that va khong
¢6 dau, khong c6 cudi. Toi nhéc ngdn tay khoi dai lua nhung vong tron van gitt nguyén.

“Lam tot Tam,” Goody Alsop n6i vdi vé thoa mén. “Nut thét thir mudi ndm giit sirc manh cua sy vinh ctru, mbt qué trinh dét nén sur song va cai chet No6
khé giéng hinh con rdn cla chong con hodc cach ma doi lic Corra ngdm dudi trong miéng ” Ba camniit thit thir mudi Bn. N6 1 mot biéu tuong tuan
hoan khéc, cam gidc vé sur huyén bi dang Ién trong cin phong khién t6i dung hét 16ng to trén canh tay. “Séng tao va pha hity 1 nhimg phép thudt don
gian va quyénnéng nhét, ciing nhur nit thit don gian nhét ciing khé thuc hién nhat.”

“Chau khong mubn str dung phep thuat dé pha hiy didu gi,” t6i noi. Gia dinh Bishop cua t61 c6 mot truyén théng kién quyét i khong gy ton hai diéu gi.
Di Sarah ciia toi tin réng, bat ky phu thiy ndo séng xa nguyén Iy cin ban thi s& thiy quy dit theo sau minh & doan cudi con dudng

“khong ai mudn str dung nhirng mon qua ma ni than ban tang nhu mot logi vii khi, nhung doi khi diéu d6 B cn thiét. Wearh cuia con biét vay va sau
nhitng chuyén xay ra tai ddy cling nhu tai Scotland, con cling biét ma.”

“C6 thé, nhumg thé gidi ciia chéu thi khéc,” t6i néi. “ft khi ta phai kéu goi t6i thir vii khi phép thuat.”

“Cic thé gioi du thay doi ma, Diana.” Goody Alsop tip trung hoi turong nhitng ky trc xa x0i. “Ngwoi thiy cta ta, Me Ursula, | mdt thy dét vi dai. Ta
da nhé ra mdt 101 tién tri ctia ngudi vao dém trude dip All Hallows, khi chudi sy kién kinh hoang bat dau tai Scotland va Nic con ti d€ thay doi the gidi
cta ching ta.”

Giong néi ctia ba ngén nga giai diéu twa nhu mt cau than chi.

“Khi nhitng con bdo ndi gian va dai duong gam gio

Gabriel dimg trure bién va bo cat.

Nguoi thbi chiée th va ky la,

Thé gi6i cii s& chét di va cai moi s& ra doi.”

Khi Goody Alsop két thiic, khong mdt con gié thoang hay tiéng lich tach ndo imndo dong cin phong. Ba hit iy mdt hoi that sau.

“Con thiy ddy, tat ca trong mdt, cai chét va sur ra doi. Nt thét thir mudi khong ¢ bét dau cting nhur khong ¢6 két thiic, ca con réin ctia ma ca rong nira.
Tuén ndy, tring tron sém hon thuong € va cai bong ctia Corra trai rong trén song Thames [ diém g& cho chuyén ra di ctia hai ngudi. Thé gidi cii va
m6i.” Goody Alsop mim cudi yéu 6t. “Ta da rét vui khi con dén véi ta, Diana Roydon. Va lic con di vi con bude phai im vay, thi trai tim ta cam thiy

nang trin.”

“Matthew thurdng bao mdi khi ng ta roi khoi thanh pho ciia ta.”” Hai ban tay trang nhot cia Andrew Hubbard tha 16ng trén phan tay tura cua chiéc ghé
banh trong hAmmd nha thd. trén dau ching t6i, ai 6 dang chuan bi cho mdt budi I€ nha thd sap dién ra. “Diéu gi dua ba t6i day vay, ba Roydon?”

“Toi dén dé ndi chuyén vé Annie va Jack.”

Anh miit xa la ctia Hubbard ngim nghia t6i k§ cang, trong lic t6i rit mot boc tién nhd bang da tir trong tiii 4o minh. S6 tién ndy bao gdm tién cong nim
nam chiam soc cho mdi dura tré.

“T6i s& r0i London va t6i mudn ong nhan Iy chd tién niy dé cham soc ching.” T6i ddy cai boc vé phia Hubbard nhung 6ng ta t ra khong budn nhan
10.

“Thir ny khong can thiét, thira ba.”
“Lam on di. Dang I& t6i d4 dua ching theo néu c¢6 thé nhung vi ching khong thé di khoi ddy nén t6i can dam bao s& c6 ngudi trong coi ching,”
“Va ba s& cho ta thir gi dé doi lai?”
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“Tai sao chi... tién, tit nhién 1 vay.” Toi gio chiéc tdi ra mdt 1n nita.
“Ta khong mudn hay can tién, thura ba Roydon.” Hubbard nga lung ra sau, d6i mét kh& nheo lai.
“Vay 6ng...” Toi dung lai. “khong,”

“Chia ching lam diéu gi v nghiia ca, khong hé co su ¢ ndo trong ké hoach ctia Nguoi. Ngudi mudn ba t6i day hom nay boi Nguoi mudn dam béo
rang, khong c¢6 ké nao nhin mau tir ba s€ s¢ hai ta hay nguoi clia ta.”

“T6i ¢6 dit ngudi bao vé rdi,” t6i phan dbi.

“Va ba ciing n6i vy véi chong minh sa0?” Hubbard liéc nhin ngure t6i. “Gidr ddy, trong huyét quan ciia 6ng dy, mau ctia ba trd nén manh mé hon lic méi
dén. Vaba con co dura tré dé can nhac.”

Trai tim ti dap loan nhip. Khi t6i dira Matthew trd lai thé gi6i hién dai, Andrew Hubbard s& 1 mdt trong s6 it nguoi biét vé tuong lai ctia anh y va ring
tong lai d6 s€ ton tai mot nit phu thity.

“Ong khong thé str dung nhing hiéu biét tir t6i dé chng lai Matthew, khong thé duoc sau nhimg gi anh Ay d4 lim — ca sy thay ddi ciia anh 4y nira.”

“Ta s& khong thé sa0?”” Ny cudi nhéin nhé ctia Hubbard cho 6i biét, 1o ta s& im bt ctr diéu gi dé bao vé dam con chién ciia minh. “Thé gii ctia ching
ta c6 rét nhidu dong méu xéu xa.”

“T6i s& tim cach khac dé dam bao an toan cho ching,” t6i ndi va quyét dinh di khoi day.

“Annie da Ia con ctia ta 101 ¢6 nhoc 1 mot phi thity va [ thanh vién trong gia dinh ta nén ta s& chiim lo cho hanh phiic ctia n6. Jack Blackfiiars lai a van
dé khac. N6 khong phai sinh vét khic ngudi va s€ phai tu lo cho ban than.”

“Nhung né chi 1a mot dura tré - mdt cau bé!”

“Nhung khong phai con ta, ciing nhu ba. Ta khong no ba bat cir thir gi. Chiic mdt ngay tot inh, ba Roydon.” Hubbard quay mt di.

“Vay néu t6i i mdt phan trong gia dinh cia 6ng thi sao? Ong s& thure hién yéu cau ctia t6i voi J ack chir? Ong s& thira nhan Matthew nhur mot nguoi nhin
mau tir t61 va tir 6, dat anh ay dudi sy bdo hd clia minh?”” Nguoi toi dang nghi t6i 1a Matthew thé ky murdi sau. Khi ching t61 quay lai hién tai thi
Matthew kia s€ van ¢ day, trong qua khi.

“Néuba tra cho ta bang mau minh thi khong chi Matthew, khong chi Jack, ma ca dira con chura sinh ctia ba cfmgrchfmg can so hai ta hay nguoi cia ta.”
Hubbard truyén dat lai thong tin mdt cach théan nhién, tuy vy anh niit thoang qua ctia [o an chira sy tham lam giong nhu t61 tirng thay trong mét Rudolf:

“Véy 6ng can bao nhiéu mau?” Hay suy nghi. Hay sdng sot.
“Rét it, chi mdt giot thdi.” sw chi y tir Hubbard khong con dao dong,

“Toi khong thé dé 6ng truc tiép Iy méu tir co thé minh. Matthew s& biét - dit sao thi chiing t6i B mdt doi ban doi,” t6i n6i. Anh méit ctia Hubbard dao
qua dao lai vi tri nguc cua toi.

“T6i luon luén nhan méau hién té truc tiép tir ¢d con chién ctia minh.”

“Toi ciing biét vy, Cha Hubbard. Nhung dng c6 thé hiéu duoc 1y do tai sao hanh dong d6 bét kha thi hay tham chi ca nhimg diéu déng thém khit trong
trudng hop nay.” Toi im king, hy vong long ham muon méinh iét cua Hubbard — danh cho quyen lyc, sur thau hicu Matthew va t0i, cling nhu nhitng thong
tin ¢ thé de doa t6i gia dinh de Clermont ma biét dau 6ng ta can chimg — s& chién thang, “T6i c6 thé ding coc.”

“khong,” Hubbard lic dau dép. “M4u ctia ba s& bi 6 ué. N6 phai that thuan khiét.”

“Vay thi mdt cai cde bac,” t6i n6i va lién turdng ti céc bai thuyét trinh ctia Dau Bép ¢ Sept-Tours.

“Ba haty cit mach méu tai ¢ tay phia trén miéng toi roi dé giot méu roi xuong, Ching ta s& khong cham vao nhau.” Hubbard quéc mit nhin toi. “Néu
khong, t6i s& nghi ngd tinh chan thét trong 161 d€ nghi ctia ba.”

“Rét tuygt, Cha Hubbard. Toi chip nhan diéu kién clia ong” Toi ndi 1ong soi dy bude cd tay 4o bén phai rdi kéo lén trong lic thi tham mot yéu cu cAm
lang t6i Corra. “Ong muon lam ¢ dau? Theo nhu t6i thay trude day thi cac con chién s& quy xudng trude mit, nhung trong truedng hop t6i nhd mau minh
vao mi¢ng 6ng thi cach d6 khong c6 hiéu qua.”

“D6 a mot I ban phurde. Ai quy trrde Chiia ciing vay thoi.” Trude vé mit ngac nhién ciia t6i, Hubbard quy xudng san trude nit t6i va dira ra mdt con
dao.

“T6i khong can.” Toi bing ngon tay vao cac mach mau mau xanh trén ¢d tay minh, i im bam mdt cau than chi md don gian. mot vét d6 thim hién ra,
sau d6 mau bat dau chay.
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Hubbard m6 miéng, 4nh miit dén chéit vao khudn it t6i. Ong ta dang doi nhitng biéu hién tir bo hogc lira doi tir ti. Nhung toi s& tuéin theo tlmg tir cla
thda thudn naycta nd. Cam on, Goody Alsop, t6i tham cau chiic cho ba, cdm on vi 3 hudng dan t6i cach dieu khién dan 6ng,

Toi dua ¢ tay Ién phia trén miéng 6ng ta Vané.m chit ban tay. mot giot mau in quanh ¢ tay va bt dau roi xubng, P6i mit ciia Hubbard chot khép lai
nhu thé 6ng ta mudn tap trung vao nhitng dieu dong mau trong toi truyén dat.

“‘Mau la gi neu Kkhong phéi i kira va murde?” Toi lim bam va goi gio t6i dé am | gidm toc do giot mau. Khi sirc manh khong khi tang lén, n6 lam két tinh va
tang phan sic lanh cho hat chét 1ong cham vao ludi ctia Hubbard. G ma ca rong mo bimg mit v6i vé ngac nhién.

“Chi mdt giot thdi.” Con g6 d lam se phin mau con lai trén da, tao thanh mdt d4m vét d6 ngodn ngoco trén soi tinh mach mau xanh. “Ong i ngudi clia
Chua, 1a ngurdi giit 101, phai khong Cha Hubbard?”

Cai dudi clia Corra n6i Iong khoi phan that kng toi. ¢6 ning ding n6 dé ngin céch dira tré khoi nhén biét v& vu giao dich bén thiu ny, nhung lic nay, ¢6
vé ¢6 nang muon dung dudi minh dé danh Hubbard bat tinh nhan sy

T6i chim chim it tay lai. Hubbard da thoang nghi t6i viéc chop lay tay t6i va dua vao miéng ga. Toi trong thiy y tudng d6 hedt qua tim tri g3 10 rang
nhu trong thay Edward Kelley thuong thirc hinh anh t6i bi danh dap bang cdy gy chong cta hén. Tuy nhién, Hubbard tinh tdo hon. Tdi lien thi thim mjt
céau than chi don gian khac dé khép miéng vét thirong 161 quay nguoi bo di khong noi 1oi ndo.

“Lan sau khi ba t6i London,” Hubbard nhe nhing n6i, “Chta s¢ thi thim thong béo t6i ta va néu vy, ching ta s& gip nhau lin nita. Tuy nhién by nhé
rang, khdng can biet tir lic nay, ba di xa téi dau, tham chi la da qua doi, nhung mdt phan nhod bé trong ba s& song méi clng ta.”

Toi dimg budc va nhin lai phia gi. Loi ndi ctia Hubbard mang tinh de doa nhung bicu hién trén nét it thi 6 vé tram ngam, thim chi |2 budn ba. Toi réo
budc that nhanh roi khédi khu hAmmd ctia nha thd, chi mudn tranh ga cang xa cang tot.

“Tam biét Diana Bishop.” hin goi voi sau lung,

Toi da bing qua gin nira thi trin rdi moi chot nhin ra, tuy chi mdt giot méu bé nho nhung c6 thé tiét 16 rat nhidu didu. Cha Hubbard gios da biét tén that
cua toi.

k%

Walter va Matthew dang quat théo nhau lic t6i tro vé Hurou Puc va Vuong Mién. Nguoi git ngwa cua Raleigh cling ¢6 thé nghe thay tiéng ho. Ong ta
dang dmg trong san, cam ddy curong ctia mdt con ngyra den hung ton va Fing nghe hai nguroi méng nhiée nhau qua cac canh cira s6 mo toang,

“Chuyén niy dong nghia v6i viéc t6i chét — va ¢6 Ay ciing vay! khong ai dugc phép biét vé ¢o Ay cling sur ton tai clia dira tré!” thit ky quic, 101 ndi nay
cua Walter.

“Céu khong thé bo roi ngudi phu nit cu yéu cing dira con ctia chinh minh chi dé ¢ ging trung thire trude nit hoang, Walter. Elizabeth s& phat hién viéc
céu phan bdi ba ta va Bess s€ bi hily hoai mai méi.”

“Vay cau mudn t6i im gi? Cudi ¢o Ay 42 Néu t6i im vay ma khong c6 sur cho phép ctia nit hoang, t6i s& bi bit giam ngay.”

“Cau van song sét cho dui chuyén gi xay ra,” Matthew ni thing thimg, “Nhung néu cau bé mic Bess khong diroc bao vé, ¢ 4y ching sdng ndi dau.”
“Sao ciu c6 thé td vé quan tm t6i tinh trung thire trong hon nhan sau tAt ca nhimng 11 n6i déi v& Diana? Nhiéu liic c4u khing khing ring minh da két
h6n, nhung lai bt ching toi phai thé thét phu nhin diéu do, khi co bat ky phu thiy hoac wearh la mat nao t61 danh hoi hoi do.” Giong cua Walter giam
nh6 nhung tinh hung ton van gitr nguyén. “Ching 1& cau mudn t6i tin ring, cau s& quay trd vé cai noi quai quy ma tir d6 cau ti va thira nhan co dy  vo
Caur)”

Toi Ién vao phong dé khong ai nhén ra.

Matthew ngdp ngling.

“Toi nghi |a khong,” Walter néi rdi deo ging tay vao.

“Déy I cach hai ngudi mudn ndi 1i tam biét nhau sa0?” Toi hoi.

“Diana,” Walter canh giac noi.

“Xin chao Walter. Nguoi hau ciia anh dang & bén dudi clng con ngra.”

anh ta bét diu huéng vé phia cira, nhung bdng dimg lai. “Matthew, haly biét diéu. Toi khong thé danh mt toan bd sy tin nhi¢m trong triu dinh. Bess
hiéu rd moi nguy hiém tir con gidn dif cta nir hoang hon bat ky ai. Trong tricu dinh cta Elizabeth, may mén hay xui xéo ciing chi I thoang qua, nhung s
that sting thi kéo dai mai mai.”

Matthew quan séit ban minh am m bude xudng ciu thang, “Chia tha thir cho con. Pay 1 lin dau tién anh nghe thiy ké hoach ity va anh da béo cu ta
hiy lra chon sang sudt. Toi nghiép Bess.”
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“Chuyén gi x& xdy ra sau khi chung ta di?”” Toi hoi.

“Toi mua thu, bung bau qﬁa Bess bt dau 10 r5. Ho két ‘hc“)n trong b}' mat. Khi nit hoang hoi vé m‘)l quan hé qﬁa hai pgubi Walter s& phti nhan, hét 1An
nay toi lan khac. Danh tiéng ctia Bess bi hily hoai va chong ctia ¢6 ay bi phat giac 1a mot ké n6i doi, ca hai lién bi bat giam.”

“Con dira bé?” Toi thi thao.

“N6 s& sinh vao théang ba nhung chét vao mia thu sau.” Matthew ng61 xudng chiéc ban, hai tay 6m dau. “anh s& viét thur cho cha va dam bao ring Bess
s€ dugc ong bao v€. Susanna Norman c6 thé trong nom ¢d ay sudt thoi ky mang thai.”

“Ca cha anh An Susanna déu khong thé che chén c6 dy khoi ¢t don phii nhan ctia Raleigh.” Toi dat hai tay Ién ng tay 40 ctia anh. “Va anh ciing s& phu
nhan chuyén chiing ta da ket hon sau khi tro vé phai khong?”’

“Moi thir khong don gian viy,” Matthew dép, nhin t6i bang anh mit am anh.

“Walter n6i diéu d6 va anh da phi nhéin.” Toi nh lai Ioi tién tri ctia Goody Alsop. “Thé gidi il s& chét di va céi moi s& ra doi. Thoi diém anh phai chon
lra gifta sy an toan ctia qua khir hay 1oi hira cho twrong lai dang t&i roi, Matthew.”

“khong thé stra chita qua khir cho diita c6 c6 giing thé nao,” anh n6i. “anh ludn ndi diéu ndy véi nik hoang mdi khi ba ta khd s6 vi mdt quyét dinh sai
lam. Ty minh lam dau ban than, nhur Gallowglass thurong ndi”

“Chu da ndi trude chau rdi” Gallowglass 4m thim tién vao phong va d& cic g6i buu kién ra. “Chau da iy gidy cho chu, ca but nita va thude bd cho ¢b
hong cuia Jack.”

“Péy I nhiing gi thémg bé nhan duoc sau nhiéu an Ién thap cting Tom va ndi chuyén vé cac vi sao.” Matthew xoa nyt. “Ching ta can chic chin réng,
Tom duge chu cap day di, Gallowglass. Walter khong c6 kha nang giit cau ta phuc vy lu hon nita. Henry Percy can phai tham gia hd trg — mot lan nira
— tuy nhién, ta ciing nén dong gdp phan ndo cho tro cap clia cu ta.”

“Bai phat biéu ctia Tomwr, chii da nhin thiy cic phac théo ctia ciu ta vé cai kinh nhin bang mot it dé quan sat thién duong chura? Cau ta ciing Jack goi
n6 1a kinh sao.”

Da du t6i bong ngira rAm ran va céc soi to trong can phong rung Ién lach tach. Thoi gian dang Ién tiéng phan ddi am thim noi goc phong,
“mdt c4i kinh sao.” Toi giit cho giong n6i van diém tinh. “Tréng nd thé nio?”

“cd hay tir hoi ciu ta di,” Gallowglass ndi, quay du vé phia cau thang, Jack va Gié Lau bat ngd lao vao phong, Tom lo dang theo sau, trén tay cam hai
bén mat cia mdt chiéc kinh gdy.

“Néu em can thiép vao chuyén ndy, chéic chéin s& dé lai diu vét cho trong lai ddy, Diana,” Matthew canh béo.

“Nhin, nhin ndy.” Jack khua ra mbt manh 20 day. Gie Lau dbi theo chuyén dong cua n6 va dop cai que khino t6i gﬁn"‘f)ng Harriot bao ring, néu ching
ta khodt rong n6 va dat cac mieng kinh vao phéin dudi, thi ta c6 the khién cac vat ¢ xa duong nhur gan hon. Ong 6 bict cach nao dé khoét n6 khong?
Neéu khong, 6ng c6 nghi tho' mbe ¢ St. Dunstan s& day chau khong? Ma banh bao nhan nho con khong a? Bung ctia 6ng Harriot da réo ca chicu nay
1oi.”

“Dé ta xemndo,” t6i ndi, dura tay ra cm cai dng gb. “Bénh bao & trong tii chan chd dAu ciu thang d6 Jack, ching luon & ddy n. Pua cho 6ng Harriot
mot cai va lay mit cai cho chau nhung,” t6i cat ngang 10i cau nhoc dinh ndi, “ding chia phan ctia chau cho Gié Lau day.”

“Chiic mdt ngay tot lanh, ba Roydon,” Tom mo mang noi. “Néu mdt cap kinh miét don gian c6 thé gitp con nguoi nhin thiy 161 Chia trong Kinh thanh, thi
chic chin cling o the gitip anh ta thire hién cong viée phire tap hon dé quan st cong viée ctia Chiia trong Cudn sach Thién nhién. Cam on Jack.” Tom
than tho' cin mot miéng banh.

“Vay anh s& limné phtrc tap hon bang cach no?” T6i 16n tiéng ndi ra sur ban khodn, gin nhur khong dam tho.

“Toi s& két hop cac }hﬁu kinh 16i va 16m, gidng nhur quy dng nguoi xtr Naples, ngii della Porta da dua ra trong mot cudn séch t6i doc nim ngodi. Canh
tay ctia to1 khong thé gitr ching & khoang cach thich hop nén ching t6i dang c6 ging md rong tam voi bang manh go nay.”

Bing nhitng 101 ndy, Thomas Harriot d4 thay ddi lich str khoa hoc. Va t6i khong duroc can thiép vao qua khir - t6i chi c6 thé quan sat phan qua khtr
khong bi lang quén.

“Tuy nhién, day chi la cac twong tuong vO nghia. Toi s& viét ra gidy va suy ngim vé ching sau.” Tom tho dai.

DPay chinh Ia van dé ctia cac nha khoa hoc tién hién dai: Ho chua hiéu duoc su can thiét cta viée cong bb. Trong truong hop cua Thomas Harriot thi hién
nhién, cac y tudng cuia anh ta s€ bi nuot tron ngay trrde nhu cau clia mdt nha xuat ban.

“T61 nghil anh n6i diing day Tom Nhung 6 ong 0 ndy chua du dai.” Toi mim cuoi rang 1 nhin anh ta. “V& céc thg mdc & St. Dunstan thi 6ng Monsieur
Vallin ¢6 thé gitip anh kiém mot cai dng rong va dai diing c& anh cn. Chiing ta s& t6i gip ong ta chir nhi?”
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“Vang!” Jack hét lon va nhay cang Ién. “Ong Monsieur Vallin ¢6 du kiéu banh ring va 10 xo, 6ng Harriot a. Ong 4y ting cho chiu mdt cai ndm trong hop
kho bau ctia chau day. Hop cua chau khong 1én bang hop ctia ba Roydon, nhung cling vira di. Ching ta ¢6 thé di ngay cha?”

“C6 chuyén gi véi co vay?” Gallowglass hoi Matthew, vira bdi rdi vira dé phong,

“Ta nghi ¢6 4y dang tra miéng Walter vi khong quan tim day di t6i trong lai,” Matthew 6n ton noi.

“Oi, moi chuyén s& 6n thdi. Chau nghi minh danh hoi thiy mii réc rdi & day.”

“Ludn ludn ¢6 réc rdi ma,” Matthew dap. “Em c6 chic minh dang lim gi khong, ma lionne?”

da c6 qua nhiéu chuyén xay ra ma toi khong thé stra chita. Toi khong thé mang dira con dAu tién quay tro lai hay khong thé bao vé cac phi thily tai
Scotland. Ching tdi da bang moi cach dua Ashmole 782 ra khoi Praha, chi dé kham phé ra rang, khong thé mang nd t6i trong lai an toan. Ching toi da
noi 101 tir bit véi cha minh va sap stra roi xa ban beé. Phan 16n cac trai nghiém nay s€ bien mat khong con mot dau vet. Nhung toi biet chinh xac cach
dambao chiéc kinh vién vong ctia Tom ton tai.

Toi git dau. “Qué khir da thay dbi ching ta, Matthew. Tai sao ching ta khong thay d6i n6?”

Matthew ném 4y ban tay t6i va dat mot ny hon lén d6. “Hay t6i gip Monsieur Vallin di va bao ong 4y giri hda don cho anh.”

“Camon anh.” Toi ctii xudng thi thAm bén tai anh. “Pmg lo, em s& dura Annie theo ciing dé mic ca gid. Ai mi biét duoc gid cho mdt cai kinh thién vin
ndm 1591 1a bao nhiéu chir?”

Vay nén mot ph thity, mbt ySu tinh, hai dira tré ctng mot con cho t6i ghé tham Monsieur Vallin vao budi chidu. Ti hom do, i guri thur moi nhiing nguoi
ban cta minh t6i choi v6i gia dinh vao t6i hom sau. D6 s& 1 an cudi ching t6i gip mit ho. Trong khi ti xoay s& v chlec kinh vien vong va cac ké
hoach cho bita t6i thi Matthew chuyén Verum Secretum Secretorum ctia Roger Bacon tdi chd Mortlake. Toi khéng muén thiy cudn Ashmole 782 bi
chuyén t6i cho tién si Dee. Toi biét 1a cudn sach phai quay tré vé thur vién khong 16 ctia nha gia kim thudt, dé Elias Ashmole c6 thé suru tap duoc vao thé
ky mudi bay. Tuy nhién, viée trao cubn sach cho mot ngudi khac huru giit that kho khin, con hon lic t6i phai tir bo bire trong nhé tac hinh ni than Diana
vao tay Kit, ic ca hai moi téi noi. Céc chi tiét thuc t& quanh chuyén khoi hanh ctia ca hai duoc giao cho Gallowglass cung Pierre. Ho dong goi ruong
hom, it hét tlen trong ket, phan phdi lai nguon tai chinh va giri 46 ding c4 nhén vé Chdi Gac C6 véi tac phong day kinh nghiémy, cho thiy ca hai da phai
lam viée ny rét nhiéu n trude 6.

Chuyén khoi hanh cta chung t0i s& dién ra sau vai tiéng nita. Toi dang trén duong tré vé tir tiém ctia Monsieur Vallin cing mot goi db linh kinh boc da
mem, thi thodng tréng thay hinh anh mdt €6 bé murdi tudi dimg trén phd, bén ngoai tiém banh nuéng, quan st cham chi nhu bi thoi mién vao day hang
héa trong cira s. ¢d nhoc nhéc toi nh6 vé chinh minh vio do tudi do, tlr mai toc mau vang rom bt tri cho t6i hai canh tay qué dai so véi khung nguoi.
¢6 nhoc trd nén clmg do nhur thé biét ring minh bi quan sat. Khi 4nh mét ching t6i giip nhau, t6i biét 1y do tai sao: ¢6 bé la mdt phi thily.

“Rebecca!” mdt phu nit goi I6n sau khi budc ra khéi ctra tiém. Trai tim t6i dap nhanh hon lic trong thay hinh anh trude nit, nguoi phy nit d6 gidng nhur
mot su ket hop ctia me t6i va di Sarah.

Rebecca ching néi gi ngoai viéc tiép tuc nhin t6i chédm cham nhu thé ¢6 nhoc trong thiy mdt hon ma. Me ¢6 hinh nhu da bat dwge muc tiéu chi y ctia
con gai lién thd hon hén. Anh mat rdm ran luét trén da t6i trong ic ba thu vao hinh anh guong mt cling nhu voc dang ctia toi. Ba ay ciing la mot phu
thiy.

Toi bude ban than tién vai budc t6i tiém banh nuréng, Mdi bude di dura t6i lai gin hai phi thily hon. Ngudi me kéo con gai ndp sau viy minh va Rebecca
oan nguoi phan khang,

“cb Ay trong gidng hét ba ngoai,” Rebecca thi thim, ¢b viron nguoi t6i gan dé nhin toi.

“Suyt,” me ¢6 bé n6i. B ta nhin t61 vé c6 181, “Con biét ba ngoai mét rdi m, Rebecea.”

“Toi Ia Diana Roydon.” T6i git d4u ra hiéu qua vai ho. “T6i sng tai Huou Puc va Vuong Mién ¢ day.”
“Vay ba 1a....” Doi mét ngudi phu nir mo 16n va kéo Rebecca lai gan hon.

“Chéu la Rebecca White,” c6 nhoc néi, khong hé quan tim téi phan tmg ctia me minh. ¢6 nhdc loang choang hoi nhiin gbi chio. Hinh anh ndy ciing thit
than thudc.

“Rét vui duoc gip chau. Chau moi tdi Blackfiiars sa0?” T6i mudn n6i chuyén van vo lau téi chirng ndo c6 thé, chi dé nhin chdm chiim vao hai gurong mit
xa-la-c6-cam-giac-than-quen.

“khong a, me con chéu song nho nha t& ban gan choy Smithfield,” Rebecca giai thich.

“T6i tiép nhan cac bénh nhan khi khu virc ctia ho da qua tai.”” Ngudi phu nit ngap ngimg, Toi d Bridget White va Rebecca I con gai toi.”

Ngoai hai céi tén quen thudc Rebecca va Bridget, tir trong thdm tdm minh, t6i da nhén ra hai sinh vat khéc nguoi ndy. Bridget Bishop sinh ndm 1632 va

cai tén dau tién trong cudn sach bi kip nha Bishop 1a ba ngoai ctia Bridget, Rebecca Davies. Phai chang, chinh 1a ¢6 bé nuroi tuoi nay mot ngay nao do
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s& két hon va mang ho kia?

Anh miit ctia Rebecca tap trung vao mdt thir gi d6 trén ¢b o1, Toi dua tay Ién. Doi khuyén tai ctia Ysabeau.

Toi da str dung ba vét dé dua hai vo ch@gng tré vé& qua khir: mot ban chép tay cuén Doctor Faustus, mdt quan c& bang bac va mdt chiéc khuyén g]éu
trong hinh nhan ctia Bridget Bishop. Chi€c khuyén tai ndy. Toi vdi tay thdo soi ddy vang mong ra khoi tai. Qua nhing trai nghiém voi Jack, t61 hicu rang,
tao sur ket ndi bang mit voi bon tré 1 cach khon ngoan dé khién ching c6 an turong lau dai vé minh. Toi cti thap xuong cho t6i lic hai bén gin ngang
bang nhau.

“cd can ai do giir gitim vat ndy.” Toi dura chiéc khuyén tai ra. “mdt ngiy ndo d6 co s& can nd, chau sé giit k§ cho co chir.”

Rebecca nhin t6i bang 4nh it nghiém tic rdi gat dau. Toi cam ly tay ¢ bé, cam nhin duoc mdt ludng v thirc nhén biét chuyén qua gitta ching t6i va
dat hai chiec khuyén tai vao long ban tay c6 bé. cd nhoc nam that chit tay giit ching. “Coé duge khong me?” Sau d6, Rebecca mdi thi tham hoi Bridget.

“Me nghi moi chuyén s& on thdi,” me ¢6 than trong ndi. “Lai ddy nao Rebecca, ching ta phai di oL

“Cam on chau,” t0i n6i rdi dimg thang dy va vd nhe Ién vai Rebecca, trong khi nhin thang vao mét Bridget. “Camon ba.”

T6i nhan thay mot anh mét thic vao minh, nhung van doi téi khi Rebecca ciing Bridget ra khoi tim niit rdi méi quay lai dbi dién Christopher Marlowe.
“Ba Roydon.” Giong ciia Kit khan khan va trong anh ta nhu da chét. “Walter bao t6i ring ba s& di tdi nay.”

“T6i yéu cau anh 4y thong bao vdi anh.” Toi bude Kit nhin vao mét minh bang mdt hanh dong cia ¥ chi tuyét dbi. Day 1a mdt didu khac ma t6i ¢6 thé sira
chira: ti cd thé dam bao rang, Matthew s€ n6i 161 tam biét voi mot ngwoi da tirng 13 ban than nhat ctia anh.

Kit nhin xuéng ban chén dé che gidu khuon mit minh. “Déng I& t6i khong nén t6i dy.”
“T6i tha thir cho anh, Kit.”
Marlowe bat ngd ngang dau 1én boi nhimng 11 t6i ndi. “Tai sa0?”” anh ta king ngudi hoi.

“B6i anh yéu anh dy. Va béi chimg nio Matthew con d6 16i cho anh nhitng chuyén xdy ra voi toi thi mot phén cta anh 4y vén ¢ bén anh. Mai méi.” Toi
16i thing. “Hay 1én gac va néi ki tam biét di.”

Matthew dang doi ching t6i & d4u cau thang, anh da doan true ring t6i s& dira nguoi vé nha. Toi hon nhe 1n mbi khi di ngang qua anh vé phong ngu.
“Cha da tha thir cho anh,” t6i lim bam. “Hay trao Kit mon qua twong (g dé dén dép lai.”

R t6i dé hai ngudi ho véi nhau, sira chira nhimg gi c6 thé trong khoang thoi gian it 6i con lai.

sk

Vai tiéng sau, t6i trao Thomas Harriot mdt cai ong thép. “Day 1 kinh sao ctia cau, Tom.”

“T6i d4 tao dang theo kiéu ndng sting cho n6 — tit nhién I ¢ thay doi vai chd,”” Monsieur Vallin, ngudi thy ndi tiéng vé céc kiéu bay chudt va dong hd
giai thich. “Va n6 duoc cham khac theo yéu cau cta ba Roydon.”

Bén canh than ng dt mdt dai biéu ngir nho xinh xin mau bac & mdt huyén thoai N.VALLIN ME FECIT, T.HARRIOT ME INVENIT, 1591.

“N. Vallin tao ra t6i, T. Harriot phat minh t6i, 1591.” T6i mim cudi nhin Mosieur Vallin mdt cach Am &p. “that hoan hdo.”

“Ching ta c6 thé nhin mit tring bay gio khong?” Jack hét lén, nhay cing trén san. “Tréng nd s I6n hon céi dng hd ¢ nha thor St. Mildred!”

V@y 14, nha todn hoc va ngdn ngfr hoc Thomas Harriot da tao nén lich str khqa hog trong san ctia Heou Pyc va Vugmg Mién, trong khi ngéi trén chjéc
ghé miy mon vet, duoc kéo xuong tir gac xép clia chung t6i. anh ta chia cai ong sat dai dugc ghép khdp voi hai chiéc mat kinh vé phia trang tron, roi tho
dai han hoan.

“Xemnay Jack. N6 giong nhur 1o ngai della Porta d néi.” Tom béo cau bé ngdi lén long minh va dt mt du dng vao miit ciia ngudi phy t4 nhit tinh.
“Hai cai mit kinh, mot 161, mt I5m qua 1 gidi phap ding dén néu duoc dit vao vi tri thich hop.”

Sau Jack, tit ca chung t6i lAn hrot nhom qua 6ng.

“Oi, day khong phéi i nhig g} t6i mong doi,” George Chapnan thit vong noi. “Cau c6 nghi, dang 1& mit tréing phai gay xtic dong hon khong? Téi nghi
minh thich mét tréng huyén diu trong tho ca hon cai ndy, Toma.”

“Tai sao trong né chéng hoan hao gi c4,” Henry Percy phan nén, xoa xoa hai mt rdi lai nhin qua dng lan niva.

“Tét nhién n6 khéng hoan hao, ching c6 gi i hoan hao ca,” Kit ndi. “anh khong thé tin moi diéu ma cac nha triét hoc bao anh, Hal. Diéu dé chéic chén s&
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pha hity moi thir. anh thiy chit it triét hoc da lam gi v6i Tom rdi ddy.”

Toi liéc nhin Matthew va nhoén miéng cudi. da lau rdi ching t0i moi tham dyr vao nhitng budi tranh céi tryc tiép cta B¢ Lii Bong Bém. “ft nhét Tom c6
the tur nudi song minh hon nhiéu nha viet kich ma t6i quen biet.” Walter nhom qua cai 6ng roi huyt sao. “Toi wée gi cdu da phat minh ra y tuong nay trude
khi chiing t6i t6i Virginia, Toma. N6 s& rat ¢6 ich trong viéc khao sat duong bo bién khi ching ta ¢ trén boong tau an toan. Gallowglass nay, nhin di va
hy n6i rang t6i da sai.”

“anh ching bao gioy sai, Walter.” Gallowglass n6i roi nhay niit voi Jack. “Toi van con tinh tho, chang trai tré Jack a. Ngudi tra cong cho minh thi n6i gi
cting dung.”

To6i da moi Goody Alsop va Susanna t6i tham dur cling va tham chi, ho ciing nhin qua c4i dng kinh sao ctia Tom. Chéng ai trong s ho ¢6 vé bi 4n tuong
quA mirc voi phét minh ndy, dau ho van xuyt xoa thanh tiéng sau khi durgc nhic nho.

“Tai sao ddm dan Ong lai ban tam mAy chuyén lat vit nay?” Susanna thi tham véi toi. “T6i ¢ thé n6i voi ho rang, bé mit clia mit tring khong hoan toan
mém min mé ching can c4i cong cu méi nay. Ho khong c6 mit sa0?”’

Sau niém han hoan dwgc nhin ngim thién dwong, chi con lai nhing i tir biét kho khéin. Ching t0i da giri Annie t6i chd Goody Alsop va iy ¢6 réng,
Susanna can nguoi giip d& cu ba bén kia thi tran. Loi tam biét clia t6i dien ra chong vanh va Annie nhin t6i ngdp ngirng,

“Ba 6n chir? Chéu c6 thé & lai day duoc khong?”

“khong, Annie. Haly di v6i di chéu va ba Goody Alsop.” Toi chop mit dé che gidu nhitmg giot mude miit. Lam sao Matthew c6 thé chiu dung dugc vige
lap di kap lai nhitng 14 tir biét thé nay?

Kit, George cting Walter roi di sau d6 ciing 10i chéo cdc 1o, nhitng ban tay siét iy canh tay Matthew va chiic anh moi diéu t6t dep.
“Lai ddy ndo Jack. Chau va Tom s& vé nha véi ta,” Henry Percy n6i. “Bubi tdi vin con dai.”
“Chéu khong mubn di dau,” Jack néi. Cau nhdc lang vé phia Matthew, hai mét mo 16n, duong nhur cam nhan duoc sy thay doi sip xay ra.

Matthew khom nguoi trurde mit Jack. “Chéng c6 gi phai s dau, Jack. Chau biét 6ng Harriot va Birc ngai Northumberland ma, ho s& khong hai chau
daun.”

“Thé néu chu gip 4c mong?”” Jack thi tham

“Nhitng con ac mong ciing gidng nhur c4i kinh sao ciia 6ng Harriot thoi. Ching chi 1 trd dua ciia anh sang, khién nhimg thir & xa trd nén gan va to Ion
hon.”

“0.” Jack ngAm nghi vé cau tra 1 ctia Matthew. “Vay tham chi néu chéu nhin thiy mot con quai vét trong gidc mo, nd ciing khong thé voi toi chau phai
khong?”’

Matthew gat dau. “Nhung ta s& ndi cho chau nghe mdt bi mat. mdt giéc mo ]a mot con ac ming theo k}'éu nguoc lai Néu ‘chéu‘mo vé nguoi nao do chau
yéu quy thi ho s& duong nhur gan giii hon, cho du dang cach xa.”” anh ding thang nguoi va dét tay 1én dau Jack mdt lac, tham cau chiic cho cau nhéc.

Khi Jack cung nhimg nguoi bao vé cdu da dikhoi, chi con Gallowglass ¢ déy. Toi cam ly nhitng soi day tir hop buia chi ctia minh, dé lai trong d6 vai
thir: mdt vién d4, mot soi 1ong tréng, mdt miu ctia cdy thanh hurong tra, trang strc ciia t6i va manh gidy nhéin cha t6i dé lai

“Chdu s& cét giit ching,” cau ta hira va nhan Ky cai hop tir toi. No trong nho bé dén ky la trong ban tay to 16n cia Gallowglass. Cu ta 6m bong t6i én.
“Hay gjir an toan cho Matthew kia dé mdt ngay nao d6, anh ta tim thy t6i,” ti thi thim vao tai cau, mit t6i nham nghién.

Toi roi khoi vong tay ctia Gallowglass va budc sang bén. Hai nguoi nha de Clermont chao tam biét nhau nhur tAt ca nhitng nguoi nha de Clermont khac —
ngan ngti nhung day cam xuc.

Pierre cting hai con ngwra dang doi chiing t6i & bén ngoai quan Mii Ctia Hong Y Gido Chu. Matthew nhc t6i én yén va tréo Ién con ngwa ctia minh.
“Thuong 16 binh an, madame,” Pierre ndi va tha day cuong ra.

“Cam on anh ban,” t6i ndi, d6i nt lai ngap nude.

Pierre trao cho Matthew mdt I4 thur. T6i nhan ra dau xi ctia Philippe. “Céc chi thi tir cha ngai, milord.”

“Néu sau hai ngy ta khong quay lai tir Edinburgh, hiy di tim ta.”

“T6i s& lam vay,” Pierre hira khi Matthew thiic ngya, chiing t6i quay vé& hudng Oxford.

Ca hai d6i ngira ba lan va t6i Chodi Gac C6 trude binh minh. Frangoise va Charles da dwoc didu di khoi ddy, vay nén ching t6i hoan toan don doc.
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Matthew thé birc thur ciia Philippe xudng ban, noi ma Matthew thé ky mudi sau d& dang trong théy. Theo do, anh ta s& duoc giri t6i Scotland boi cong
viéc khan cap. Tai day, Matthew Roydon s€ ¢ trong tricu dinh ctia vua James mot thoi gian, trude khi bien mat va bat dau cude doi mdi tai Amsterdam.

“Vua xir Scotland s& rat vui mimg khi thiy anh tré lai B con ngudi trude kia,” Matthew binh Iudn va cham d4u ngon tay vao 1 thr. “Chéc chén 1 anh s&
khong c6 ging bao vé phui thity nita.”

“anh d4 tao ra su khac biét tai ddy, Matthew,” t6i ni va vong tay 6m quanh thét kung anh. “Gio chiing ta can sip xép nhitng chuyén trong hién tai ctia
ninh.”

Ching t6i bude vao can phong ngi na vai thang trude, ca hai d vé quéa khir.

“anh biét em khong thé dam béo viéc ca hai trrot qua hang thé ky va ha canh chinh xac diing noi dung lic mé,” toi canh béo.

“Emda giai thich cho anh rdi, mon coeur, anh dt 1ong tin & em.”” Matthew khodc tay t6i dé giir t6i bén anh. “Hay t6i gip turong lai ciia ching ta. mot lin
nira.”

“Tam biét ngdi nha.” Toi nhin quanh cn nha dau tién ciia ca hai 1n cubi. Va cho dii t6i co nhin bao 1an thi n6 van hét nhu hinh anh vao budi sang théng
Séau hom do.

Nhitng soi to' miu xanh lyc va hd phéch noi goc nha rung kén ban bt, phat ra tiéng rén ri néng long, ]ap dAy can phong bang Am thanh va anh sang, Toi

hit mt hoi tht sau rdi thét nit soi thimg mau ndy, dé mot d4u treo ling Eing. Ngoai Matthew cling quan 4o trén nguoi, nhing soi ddy thimg cta tho dét
1a thir duy nhét ching t6i ¢ thé mang theo vé.

“Béing mdt nit thét, cAu thén chi bt dau,” i thi thim. Timg phén thoi gian ting lén mdi khi tdi tao ra mdt nit thit cho t6i lic tiéng la hét va rén 1 im ca
hai gan nhur bi diéc.

Khi hai d4u ctia nit thit thir chin tan vao nhau, ching t6i bay én va moi thir xung quanh dan dan tan ra.
Ban dang doc truyén Mdar Md Phu Thiy dugc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full . Net.

Chuwong 40

Tét ca cac béo tiéng anh déu cling c6 mot thay ddi trén dong dé tura, nhung Ysabeau nghi to Theo kip Thdi Pai 1 o bao thong minh nhét.
Neudi anh chién thing cude chay dua tién vao khong gian
Ngay 30 thang Sau 2010

CHUYEN GIA HANG PAU THE GIOI vé céc dung cu khoa hoc sém nht tai Bao tang Lich sir va Khoa hoc ctia Pai hoc Oxford, Anthony Carther,
ngiy hém nay khing dinh riing mot chiéc kinh thién van khiic xa nang tén nhé ton hoc va thién vin hoc thoi Elizabeth i Thomas Harriot va Nicholas
Vallin, mdt tho sira dong hd Huguenot, nguoi da bo trdn khoi Phép vi ly do ton gido, da dugc xéc minh. Ngoai nhitng cai tén trén, kinh thién vin ndy con
duoc khic ngy thang nim 1591.

Phat hién nay 1am gi6i khoa hoc va lich sir chdn dong. Sudt nhiéu thé ky, ngudi ta tin ring nha toan hoc ngudi Y Galileo Galiei voi chiée kinh thién van
tho so muron clia nguoi Ha Lan d3 quan sat niit tréing vao nam 1609.

“Céc cudn sach lich sir s& phai dugc viét lai,” Carter n6i. “Thomas Harriot da doc cubn Phép mau thién nhién ctia Giambattista della Porta va bi hép dén
voi cach sir dung cac thau kinh 161 va [om, dé c6 theé ‘nhin thay ca nhitng thir ¢ xa va nhitng thir & gan, ca hai déu 16n hon va 14 nét hon.””

Nhitng déng gop ctia Thormas Harriot cho finh vire thién viin hoc khong duge chi y tdi, mdt phan vi ong da khong xudt ban ching. Ong thich chia sé
nhimg phat hién ctia minh v6i nhém ban than dugc goi l “Bé L Bong Bém.” Dudi sy bao tro ciia Walter Raleigh va Henry Percy, “ViBa Tude Phap
Su” ctia Northumberland, Harriot durgc tyr do vé it tai chinh dé kham pha nhitng moi quan tdm ctia 6ng,

Ong LP.Riddell phat hién chléc kinh thién vin ndy, cling véi mot hop dung cac gy to téng hop lién quan t6i toan hoc trong tay Thomas Harriot va mit
chiéc by chudt bang bac ciu ky ciing duoc ky tén boi Vallin. Ong ta dang stra nhitng chiéc chudng ctia nha thes St. Michael, gin cho O cua gia dinh
Percy tai Alnwick, thi mdt con gi6 dac bict lon cubn xudng tAm tham théu da phai mau voi hinh Thanh Margaret dang tiéu diét con rong hung bao, dé 1
ra chiéc hop duogc cit glau bi mat ¢ do.

“Rat hiém c6 chuyén cac dung cu vao thoi ky nay lai co nhiéu ddu hiéu nhan dang nhur thé,” tién si Carter giai thich voi phong vién va tiét 16 dau vét ngay
duoc khéc trén kinh vién vong khing dinh mon db nay dwoc imvao 1591-92. “Ching ta ng Nicholas Vallin, nguoi da biét diéu nay 1 mot bude phat
trién quan trong trong lich str cng cu khoa hoc va thure hién nhitg phurong phap khac thuong dé ghi lai ddu 4n do trong khoa pha hé va ngudn gbe ctia
nd.”
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“Bon ho tir chbi ban n6,” Marcus n6i, da lung vao khung cira. Trong anh chang rat gidng Matthew v6i hai canh tay khoanh trude ngre va doi chan
dimg bét chéo. “Chau da ndi chuyén voi moi ngudi, ttr van phong nha tho Alnwick cho t6i Cong tudée vimg Northumberland, nha Bishop & Newcastle.
Ho s€ khong tir bo cai kinh vien vong d6 du ba ¢ dé nghi ca mdt gia tai nho di nita. Mac du vdy, chau nghi chau da thuyet phuc duge ho d€ chau mua
céi bay chudt.”

“Ca thé gioi biét vé no,” Ysabeau noi. “Ngay ca Le Monde ciing ¢6 bai bao vé cau chuyén nay.”

“Ching ta nén thir manh tay hon trén ap cau chuyén nay xubng. Chuyén nay ¢ thé cho dam phi thity va déng minh ctia bon chiing nhirng thong tin quan
trong,” Marcus noi Sé lwong nguoi song bén trong nhirng bire trdng cta Sept-Tours dang ngay cang tang thém trong nhimng tuan & qua va moi nguoi lo
ling vé nhitng gi Dai Hoi Dong c6 thé lim, néu chd & chinh xéc ciia Diana va Matthew bi phat hién.

“Phoebe nghil sao?”” Ysabeau hoi. Ba da ngay lp tirc thich con ngudi tré trung c6 6¢ quan sat ny, clng cai camklen nghi va tac phong nhe nhang cua

¢6. Guong mat Marcus mém mai hén ra, khién anh tréng gidng y nhur trudc khi Matthew 10i di, khi anh con song vo tur y va vui vé. “c6 Ay nghi, con qua
somdé két uan c6 thiét hai ndo xay ra do viéc phat hién cai kinh thién van nay.”

“c0o gai thong minh,” Ysabeau mim cudi noi.
“Chdu khong biét minh s& m gi niva. ..”” Marcus m& du. Nét it anh chang chuyén sang dir doi. “Chéu yéu ¢6 4y, Grand-mere.”

“Di nhién 1 chdu da yéu rdi va c6 dy ciiing yéu chau.” Sau cac s kién hdi thang Nam, Marcus d& mudn c6 dy & cing céc thanh vién con lai trong gia
dinh va da mang c6 gai t61 Sept-Tours. Hai nguoi bon ho khong thé chia lia. Phoebe cting da cho thiy cach xir thé khéo Iéo rét 4n trong khi ¢b gip hoi
ddng gdm céc yéu tinh, phu thily va ma ca rong thudng xuyén cuing chung song. Néu ¢b gai c6 ngac nhién khi biét ring con ¢6 céc sinh vat khac ngudi
cing chia sé thé giéi ndy véi loai ngudi thi o Ay ciing khong hé dé 16 diéu do ra.

Thanh vién trong Pai Hoi Dong Ngam ctia Marcus da ting lén dang ké trong nhitng thang qua. Tro Iy ctia Matthew, Miriam, gioy a ngudi cur trii thuong
xuyén tai Au dai, ciing nhu con gai ctia Phillipe, Verin va chong co ay Ernst. Gallowglass, ngudi chau trai khong biét dén nghi ngoi ctia Ysabeau, da im
tit ca bon ho choang vang bang viéc ¢ lai d6 sudt séu tuan 8. Tham chi lic ndy, anh ta ciing khong c6 dau hiéu gi s& rdi di. Sophie Norman va Nathaniel
Wilson da chao d6n dira con moi sinh ctia bon ho, Margaret, dén thé gidi niy dudi mai nha ciia Ysabeau, va gior uy quyén ctia dtra bé trong lu dai nay
chi dmg thir hai sau nir chia ctia nha de Clermont ma théi. Vi viée chau trai song & Sept-Tours, me ctia Nathaniel, Agatha xuét hién hét lan ny t6i lin
khac ma khong hé bao trude, ciing nhur ngudi ban tot nhit ciia Matthew, Hamish. Tham chi Baldwin thi thoang ciing dédo qua ddy.

Chura bao gios trong ca cudc song dai ding ding ctia minh, Ysabeau mudn hm mot ba cha gia dinh nhur thé nay.
“Sarah d4u roi?”” Marcus hoi, tiéng anh hoa vao dm thanh on 4o ciia cac hoat dong dang dién ra xung quanh. “Chau khong nghe thiy tiéng ba dy.”

“O trong Thap Tron.” Ysabeau 6t cai mong tay séc ém ctia ba quanh mép cau chuyén trén td béo va gon ging ning miy cot bao bi cit rdi ra khoi ban
in. “Sophie va Margaret da ng6i cung ba ay mot lat. Sophie n6i Sarah van tiép tuc quan sat.”

“Vi c4i gi a? Gior chuyén gi xay ra vay?” Marcus hoi, chdp Jy td béo. anh ching da doc tat ca bo vao budi sang, 1in theo nhitng thay ddi tinh vi trong
dong tién va sy anh huong ma Nathaniel da timra cach phén tich va tach bach dé c6 thé chudn bi tdt hon trude bude diké tiép ciia Pai Hoi Pong. mot
thé giéi khong c6 Phoebe thit khong thé tudng trong ndi, nhung Nathaniel ciing d4 gan nhur khong thé thiéu dbi voi anh. “Cai kinh thién van chét tigt do
s& la mot rc rdi ddy, chau biét m. Tt ca nhimg i Pai Hoi Dong can i mdt phit thity du hinh thoi gian va véi cau chuyén ndy, bon ching s& c6 moi thir
ching cin dé quay lai qua khr va timra cha chau.”

“Cha chéu s& khong & d6 qua lau dau, néu nhur gio né van con & do.”

“that thé a, Grand-mere,” Marcus n6i v6i doi chit buc tirc, sy chi y cua anh chang VvAn con gin chit vao vin ban xung quanh cai 15 héng m Ysabeau
dé lai trén to Thoi Pai. “Lam theé nao ma ba biet dugc?”

“PAu tién | nhing birc tiéu hoa, sau d 1 nhitng ghi chép vé phong thi nghim, va gior | ci kinh thién véin ndy. Ta biét 10 con déu ctia ta. Céikinh thién
van ndy chinh xac 1a mdt tin hi€u Diana s€ lam n€u con bé khong con gi dé mit nita.” Ysabeau ludt qua céu chau trai. “Diana va Matthew dang tro vé
I]l'ﬁ, 2

Vé mit cua Marcus that khé do.

“Ta da ky vong chau s€ vui mirng hon trude sy trd vé clia cha minh chir,” Ysabeau kh& noi, dung lai bén canh cura.

“Ma?iy thang qua that 1a khé khan,” Marcus 0 € noi. “Pai Hoi Déng d3 thé hién 15 rang rﬁng bon ho mubn cudn sach va con gai ciia Nathaniel. mdt khi
Diana ¢ day...”

“Bon chiing s& khong ngin duoc diéu gi ca.” Ysabeau cham rdi hit vao mot hoi. “ft nhat, ching ta s& khong con phai lo ]g"mg vé diéu dang xay dén voi
Diana va Matthew trong qua khir. Chiing ta s€ & cting nhau tai Sept-Tours ndy va sat canh chién dau bén nhav.” R6i chét bén nhau.

“Quéi nhicu thr da thay di ké tir théng Mudi mot vira qua.” Marcus nhin dm dm vao it chiée ban dang toa séng, nhu | mdt phi thity va chiéc ban
c6 thé cho anh chang nhin thay dugc twong lai.
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“Ta cho 14 ho ciing thiy vay. Nhung tinh yéu ctia cha chéu danh cho chau I méi ni. Sarah cin Diana vao lic ndy. Va chau ciing can Matthew.”
Ysabeau cam Iy bai bao da cit, di vé phia Thap Tron, bo lai Marcus v6i nhiing suy nghl ngbn ngang da co thoi, n01 d6 1a nha giam yéu thich ctia
Philippe va gi n6 duoc ding mkho chira gidy to cii clia gia dinh. Mic di canh cira dn vao can phong 6 trén tang thir ba hé mo, nhung Ysabeau van
20 nhe Ién ctra.

“Ba khong phéi g cira dau, ddy 1 nha ctia ba ma.” Tiéng khan khan trong giong Sarah cho thy, ba dy dang hut thudc 14 va udng rat nhidu ruou uyt-ki.
“Néu do Ia cach ba cur xir thi toi chéng vui vé gi khi 1a khach ctia ba d4u,” Ysabeau sic sao dap lai.

“Khéch ctia t6i u?” Sarah cudi khe. “Toi s& khong bao gior dé ba vao nha toi dau.”

“Ma ca réng thurong khong cin duge moi” Ysabeau va Sarah da hoan thién ngh¢ thuat giéu cot chanh chua ctia riéng ho. Marcus va Emda cb ging vo
ich d¢ thuyt phuc ho tuén theo nhiing quy tic giao tiep lich thiép, nhung cac nir chia cia hai gia tdc bict rang miéng ludi sac bén kiéu ny gifp duy tri sy
céan bang quyén lyc mong manh ctia bon ho. “Ba I€ ra khong nén 1én day, Sarah.”

“Tai sao khong? S t0i s& cam lanh dén chét 47 Giong Sarah cao it 1én véi sy dau don dot nght, vaba a ay tiép tuc gao to gAp d6i nhur thé vira bi danh.
“Xin Chia gitip t0i, t6i nhé c6 Ay qua. Hay ni voi toi ddy chi | mo di, Ysabeau. n6i voi toi ring Emily van con séng di.””

“khong phai mo d4u,” Ysabeau néi nhe nhang hét mirc c6 thé. “Tét ca ching ta déu nhd o Ay. Toi biét ba dang cam thy trong réng va dau dén, Sarah.”
“Va 16 s& qua théi ma,” Sarah budn chan noi.

“khong, s€ khong dau.”

Sarah ngudc 1én nhin, ngac nhién trude giong néi dit doi ctia Ysabeau.

“M01 ngay trong cudc doi minh, t6i déu khao khat c6 Philippe. Khi myt troi moc, trdi tim t61 khoc thurong goi tén ong 4y. Toi king nghe giong ndi ctia Gng
4y, nhung chi co sy im lang dap lai. Toi them khat mot cai vudt ve ciia ong ay. Khi mit troi lin, t0i quay tré vé cting v6i nhan thire ring ngudi ban doi
ctia t0i da bién mét khoi thé giéi ndy va t6i s& khong bao gioy con duroc thdy gurong mit clia ong Ay nira.”

“Néu ba dang 6 1am cho t6i cam thiy d& chiu hon, thi né khong hiéu qua d4u,” Sarah n6i, mrdc mét roi nhw mura.

“Emily chét dé cho con ctia Sophie va Nathaniel ¢ thé sdng. Nhitng ké g6p phin trong cai chét ciia ba 4y s& phai tra gi4, toi hira ddy. Nha de
Clermonts rat gioi tra thi, Sarah a.”

“Va tra thit s& khién t6i thy d& chiu hon u?” Sarah quic mt lurom qua hai hing nurée nit.

“khong, nhung nhin thay Margaret Ion Ién tro thanh mOt ngudi phu nii s& gitp ba thiy d& chiu hon. Chuyén nay ciing thé.” Ysabeau tha méu béo da duogc
cat ra vio long it phil thity. “Diana va Matthew sap v& nha roi.”

Ban dang doc truyén Mgt Ma Phii Thiry duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Tai min phi nhidu truyén hon & EbookFull(chAm)Net.

Chuong 41

Nhing 0 ging ciia 0i dé tir qua khir 6i duge Choi Gée C6 tong lai van khong thanh cong. Toi tap trung vao déng vé ciing mii huong ctia noi ndy va
da nhin théy nhitng soi to tr6i budc Matthew va t6i v6i ngdi nhi — méu ndu, xanh 4 va vang kim Nhung ching lai truot khoi tay t6i hét in nay t6i An
khac.

Thay vao do, t6i lai ¢ huréng t6i Sept-Tours. Céc soi to két ndi chiing t6i v6i noi d6 bi anh huéng nhe boi khi chét ctia Matthew, pha tron gitta mau d6

va den c6 xen k& anh bac. T6i hinh dung pgéi nha voi dé}{ du cac guong mit than quen — di Sarah va c6 Em, Ysabeau va Marthe, Marcus va Miriam,
Sophie va Nathaniel. Nhung t61 khdng thé t6i dugc cai bén an toan do.

Kién quyét 1 di con hoang mang lo king dang dng Ién, t6i tim kiém trong hang trim Ira chon dé tim mot dich dén thay thé. Oxford ching? Khu tau dién
ngam Blackfiiars & London hi¢n dai chang? Nha thd Thanh Paul chang?

Céc ngon tay i Vvan quay tro vé voi ctng mot soi to trén khung ctri thoi gian, né khong mém mai vi min mang nhur lua ma ctmg rin va rat tho rap. Toi

lan timg budc doc theo chiéu dai ngoan ngoéo ctia nd va phat hién ra nd khong phai I mot soi chi ma I mdt cdi ré ndi voi mot cai cdy vo hinh nao do.

Vira phat hién ra dicu do, t6i lién bi vap chan, gidng nhur vira bude qua mdt bau ctra vo hinh, va roi vao phong sinh hoat chung ctia nha Bishop.

Nha. Téi dap xudng bang ca hai tay va dau gdi, cac soi thimg thit nit dudi ra nim giita 1ong ban tay toi va san nha. Hang thé ky duoc danh bong va
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truyér} qua hang trdm ban chén cua 6 tién du lau dé lam lang min san 0 thong rong I6m ny. Ching mang lai mot cam giac than thude dudi hai ban tay
01, bang chimg vé sur trudng ton vinh ciru trong mot the giéi ludn doi thay. Toi ngurde nhin kn, ¢6 phan hy vong dugc trong thay cac di dang doi toi
trong tién sanh. tht qua de dang tim duoc dudng tré vé Madison nén t6i cho rang chinh ho da dan dat ching t6i t6i day. Nhung bau khong khi trong
ngo6i nha Bishop tinh Eing va khong hé c6 su song, nhu theé khong c6 mdt linh hon nao quay ray no suot tir dip I€ Halloween. Thim chi, dudng nhu ngay
céa cac bong ma cling khdng con cu ngu & day nita.

Matthew dang quy gbi bén canh t6i, canh tay anh van con khoéc ly tay t6i va céc co bap dang run run do 4p hre tir viée di chuyén xuyén thoi gian.
“Chi ¢6 chung ta ¢ day thoi sao?”” Toi hoi.

anh hit vao mii huong trong ngdi nha. “Biing thé.”

Ciing v6i 101 dap khe khé ciia anh, ngdi nha thirc gidc va bau khong khi tir chd phing king thiéu strc sdng chuyén sang cing théng chi trong chdp mit.
Matthew nhin t6i curoi. “Xem toc emkia, n6 lai thay doi roi.”

Téi liéc nhin xudng théy khong phai 1 nhing lon toc mau vang dau tay mé ti da quen thudc nita, gio né 1a nhimg soi toc thang, mém mai nhur lua miu
vang kim anh d6 — giong hét mai toc ctia me toi.

“Chéic n6 ciing di vrot thoi gian ddy.”

Ngdi nha k&o ket rén ri. Toi cam thiy né dang thu thip niing rong chuén bi bing nd.

“Chi la ta va Matthew th6i ma.”

Toi Ién tleng dé xoa diu can nha nhung giong lai khan khan ky la. Tuy thé, ngdi nha van nhén ra giong toi vamt tiéng thor dai nhe nhdm tran ra. mjt con
gi6 nhe luon tr ong khéi xudng, mang theo mot i huong xa la ctia clc la mé tron 1An voi miti hurong qué. Toi ngoi nhin qua vai vé phia c4i 10 suoi va
nhirng tAm van gb Gp da bi v ra xung quanh ngbn ngang tdi tan chd t6i dang dimg,

“P6 I céi qui gi thé?”

mdt cai cdy da chdi Ién tir dudi vi 10 suoi. Thin cay mau den p day dng khoi, canh nhénh ddm xuyén qua d4 va Iop van gd 5p xung quanh.

“N6 gidng cai cdy moc tir ndi chung ct ctia Mary.” Matthew khom nguoi xudng bén 16 sudi, trong chiéc quan chén nhung denva chiéc 40 so mi vai
lanh théu hoa van trang tri. Ngon tay anh cham vao mt cyc bac nhé dinh 15m vao 1op vo cdy. Gidng toi, giong anh nghe nhur ving lai tir mdt cdi xa x6i
bén ngoai thoi khong nay.

“C4i d6 trong gidng huy hiéu hanh hurong ctia anh.” Hinh déng chiéc quan tai ctia Lazarus van c6 thé nhn ra. T6i &én bén canh anh, céi chan vy miu
den xoe rong phong ra quét trén san nha.

“anh nghif & n6. Chiéc binh hai quai nity 6 hai c4i hom ma vang, bén trong dumg nrde thénh. Trude khi rdi Oxford, anh da d6 day mot hom béng mau
cua anh con hdmkia 13 mau ctia em” Matthew don lay anh mat t6i. “Dong méau clia ching ta & gan nhau khién anh cam thay nhu thé ching ta khong bao
gio chia fia.”

“Trdng c4i binh nhu bi nd do strc néng va tan chay ra. Néu bén trong c4i binh duroc ma bac, thi thity ngén s& thoat ra cing v6i mau.”

“Vay nén céi cdy nay duoc lam tir cling nhirng nguyén liéu nhur cy Diange ctia Mary.” Matthew ngudc 1én nhin nhing canh cy trén tryi.

Mui hrong ciic la méi va qué cang thémnong. C4i ciy bét dAu trd ra — nhung khong phai hoa tréi binh throng, thay vao d6 k& mdt chiée chia khoa va
mit trang gidy da min.

“N6 I trang sach ctia cubn ¢ thur,” Matthew n6i va dura tay kéo nd xudng.

“Dieud6 c6 nghia |2 cubn sch vén b hong va chira hoan thién vao thé ky hai muoi mot. khong ¢6 diéu gi ching ta im trong qua khir im thay doi thye
t& ndy.” Toi thd ra mot hoi binh tinh.

“Vay kha nang la Ashmole 782 duoc cat g13u an toan & thur vién Bodleian,” Matthew king I8 n6i. “Pay 1 chia khéa mot chiéc 6 t6.” anh nhd 16 ra khoi
canh cay. N}ngu théng qua, t61 khong nghil ¢én bat cir mdt hinh thirc di chuyén ndo khic ngoai xe ngwa hay tau thuyén. Toi nhin ra ngoai cira sd trude
nha, nhung chang ¢ phuong tién nao doi chiing t61 & d6 ca. Anh mit Matthew ciing nhin theo tOi.

“Marcus va Hamish s& dambao cho ching ta ¢6 phwrong thire dén Sept-Tours nhur ké"hoach da dinh ma khong can goiho dé xin gitp d3. C6 I8 ho da
dé xe 6 6 doi san trén khp ca chau Au va chau My, dé phong trurdng hop chiing ta can. Nhung ho s& khong bo n 16 16 & d6 dau,” Matthew noi.

“Nhung khong c6 gara dé xe.”

“Con c6 kho hoa bia m.” Ban tay Matthew tw dong tha c4i chia khéa vao tii quan bén hong, nhung b do ctia anh lai khong ¢ nhing tién ich hién dai

nhu the.

“Liéu ho c6 nghi dén viéc dé lai quan 4o cho chiing ta khong nhi?”” Toi ra d4u xubng chiéc 4o khodc théu thia cAu ky va cai chan vay e xoe ctia minh.
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Chung t6i van con ddy bui bam tir con dudng dét ctia Oxford thé ky muroi sau.

“Ching ta thir tim xem.”” Matthew cim chiéc chia khoa cting trang sach ctia Ashmole 782 vao phong khéch va phong bép.
“Van mau ndu,” t6i binh lun, nhin gidy dan tuong va chiéc ti lanh co.

“Van la nha ma,” Matthew n6i, kéo t6i vao vong tay anh.

“khong c6 ¢d Emva di Sarah thi khong phai i nha nita roi.” Nguoc lai voi ho gia dinh day nhoc nguoi van vy quanh ching t6i nhiéu thang qua, gia dinh
& hién dai ctia ching t6i dudng nhu that mong manh va nho bé. O déay khong co Mary Sidney dé ban bac vé cdc rac r6i cua toi trong subt mot budi toi
nra bao. Ciing khong c6 Susanna hay Goody Alsop gh¢ qua nha tham vao cac budi xé chidu dé ubng mdt cde rrou va gitip cho toi hoan thién cau than
chit moi nhét. Toi s& khong con dugc Annie vui vé giip d& méc codc-xE va nhimg chiéc vay 1oe xde. Gié Lau hay Jack s& khong con quan quanh chan
t6i nita. Va néu chiing t6i can gitip d0, s€ khong c6 chang Henry Percy chay o t6i 1 tro mi khong hé hoi han hay do dur. Téi vong canh tay 6m quanh
thét hrng Matthew dé hru giir cam giac rdn chéc va vimg vang khong gi ¢ thé pha hity ciia anh.

“anh & luén nhd bon ho,” anh khé n6i, thau hiéu tam tinh ctia t6i, “nhung ndi dau s& phai dan theo thoi gian thi ma em.”

“Em da bat dau cam thiy minh giong mdt ma ca rong hon f mdt phi thity roi ddy,” toi rdu 1 ndi. “Qué nhiéu nhitmg cudc chia ly, qué nhiéu nhimg ngudi
yéu thirong nhung nhé.” T6i phat hién thay to lich trén tuong, r6i chi cho Matthew xem — gio dang 1a thang Muoi mit.

“L& ndo khong c6 ai & ddy sudt tir niim ngodi sao?” anh lo Bing thic niic.
“Chéic c6 gi 46 khong 6n,” ti n6i, voi iy may dién thoai.

“khong,” Matthew thdt kén. “Pai Hoi Dong c6 thé in theo céc cude goi hogc theo ddi ngdi nh. Ching ta phai t6i Sept-Tours. khong biét thoi gian ching
ta di c6 thé dugc do bang mdt gid hay mdt nam, d6 14 noi ching ta can téi.”

Chung t6i tim thiy quan 4o hién dai ctia minh & trén may say, duoc 1ong vao trong mt céi vo gbi dé gitr cho ching khoi bi bui ban bam. Chiéc cp tap
cta Matthew dat gon gang bén canh. It nlnt 6 Emda vé day khi ching toi roi di vi khong ai khac c6 thé nghi dén nhitng viéc vit vanh nhur thé. Toi gbi
quan ao thoi Elizabeth lai trong vai lanh, mién cudng g& bo nhitng vét tich hién hitu v& cude song vira moi day cta ching ti, va kep ching dudi canh tay
giéng hai trai bong da phong lén. Matthew tha trang sach ctia Ashmole 782 vao trong cip da ctia anh va giit iy né mot cach an toan.

Matthew quét miét nhin vuron cdy an trai va nhimg canh dong Xung quanh trude khi ching t6i 11 khoi ngdi nhé, 4nh mit chiim chii ctia anh canh bao nguy
hiém c6 thé xay ra. Toi ciing ty minh ra soat noi ndy bang con mit thir ba ctia phu thity, nhung duong nhur khong c6 ai & bén ngoai ca. Toi co thé nhin
thiy ca nurde bén dudi virdn cay trai, nghe thiy tiéng cti trong rimg ciy, ném duroc vi ngot ctia mixa hé trong khi trdi lic chang vang, nhung chi thé thoi.

“di ndo,” Matthew n6i, giat Iy mdt cai boc va cam ly tay t6i. Chiing t6i chay qua khoang san trong dé tdi kho hoa bia. Matthew don tit ca stic ning
ctia minh ddy 1én canh cira trurot, nhung n6 khong suy chuyén.

“Di Sarah d yém b 1én do r6i.” T6i c6 thé nhin thiy 16 buia chil viin xodn quanh tay cdm va xuyén qua thé gd. “Ciing 1 cau than chi manh ddy.”

“Qué manh dén mirc khong thé bi pha v& u?”” Migng Matthew mim chit lai lo ling. Ching c6 gi ngac nhién khi anh lo nghi dén thé. Lan cudi ciing ching
t01 & day, t61 con khong thé thap sang nhing trai bi ngb trong I¢ Halloween con gi. Toi xac dinh hai dau s¢i ddy va nhoén mi€ng cuoi toe toét.

“khong c6 nit thét. Di Sarah tuy gioi, nhung di khong phéi  tho dét.” Toi da kep cac dai lua thoi Elizabeth vao cap chiéc quan legging cta minh. Khi toi
161 chiing ra, nhirng soi thirng mau xanh 14 va niu trong tay t6i lién viron t6i va chot 1én cau than chi ctia Sarah, néi 16ng cac gidi han ma di t6i da dat lén
cénh cira, con nhanh hon ca khi ngai trdm dao Jack ctia chiing t6i ra tay.

Chiéc xe nhan Honda cta di Sarah db ¢ trong kho.

“Ching ta im thé ndo dé nhdi vira anh vao trong d6 dugc bay gio?” t6i ban khoan.

“anh & tim cach,” Matthew n6i, quang mG quéan 4o clia ching t6i ra ghé phia sau. anh dura cho t6i cai cap da, co ngudi ngdi vao ghé trudc va sau vai lin
khoi dong khong durgc, cubi ciing, chiée xe ciing xi xi nd may.

“Ké tiép dén dau day?” Toi hoi, tay thit ddy an toan.
“Syracuse rdi Montreal, sau d6 la Amsterdam, anh c6 mt ngdinha & do.”

Matthew Ii xe ra va ing & hudng vé phia nhitng canh dong. “Néu c6 ké dang theo doi ching ta, bon chiing s& canh chimg ¢ New York, London, va
Paris.”

“Ching ta khong c6 hd chiéu,” toi nhic.

“Nhin du6i tham xem, Marcus s& bao di Sarah dé ching ¢ d6,” anh ndi. Toi It méy tAm tham ban Ién va tim thdy cai ho chiéu Phap ctia Matthew va ho

chicu My cia toi.

“Tai sao hd chiéu ctia anh khong phéi miu do bodc-d6?” Toi hoi, Jy ching tir trong chiée tii nhua dén kin ra (lai mdt thir khéde do Em dong tay, toi
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“Bdi vind i ho chiéu ngoai giao.” anh 14i xe 1én dudng cai va bat dén pha. “Chéc 1 ciing c6 mot cai nhur thé cho em”

H(f),chiéu ngoai giao Phap clia toi dér tén Diana de Clermont va ghi chi tinh trang hon nhén cua 61 voi Matthew, n6 dugc ip kep bén trong cubn ho
chiu U.S thong thuong kia. Lam thé nao Marcus xoay s& duge mit tam anh y hét ma khong lam ton hai tam anh goc ctia t6i thi chang ai doan ra noi.

“Bay gio anh cling [a diép vién a?”” T6i li nhi hoi.
“khong, n6 giéng nhur may bay 1én thing dy,” anh cudi dap, “chi la mdt chd dap canh khac c6 quan hé voi ngudi nha de Clermont thoi ma.”

T6i 101 Syracuse Vi tur cach 1 Diana Bishop va budc vao chiu Au ngdy hom sau véi tur cach 1 Diana de Clermont. Ngbi nha clia Matthew &
Ansterdam hoa ra 1a mdt dinh thy tir theé ky nuroi bay trén phia bo dep nhat cta con kénh Herengracht. Matthew gidi thich, anh d& mua n6 ngay sau khi
101 Scotland nam 1605.

Ching t6i ndn né ¢ d6 chi dii lau dé tim tap va thay quan ao. Toi van miic tiép c4i quan legging tir lic & Madison, con ddi 40 so mi ctia tdi thanh 40 so
mi ctia Matthew. anh méc bd d6 mau xam den vai cashimere va len nhur thoi quen, méc du theo nhur bao chi thi gio' moi 2 cudi thang Sau thoi. that ky
quéc khi khong nhin thay doi chan clia anh boi toi da quen voi viée chiing van duoc khoe ra roi.

“C6 vé 1a mdt cude budn ban cong bang ddy,” Matthew binh phim. “anh d& khong dugc nhin thiy chin em nhiéu thang nay rdi, ngoai trir chd riéng tur
trong phong ngii ctia chiing minh.”

Matthew gAn nhur dau tim khi phét hi¢n ra chiéc Range Rover yéu qui ctia anh khong doi anh & dudi gara ngdm. Thay vao d6, ching t6i tim théy mot
chiéc 6 t6 thé thao mui mém mau hai quan.

“anh s& giét tén nhoc ndy,” Matthew cau nhau khi nhin ch1ec phuong tién thép t¢ kia. anh ding chia khoa nha dé mo mot hop kim loai duoc déng vao
tuong, Bén trong cd mt ci chia khoa khac va miu gidy nhin: “Chio mirmg vé nha. khong ai ngd cha s& i cai xe ndy. N6 an toan va nhanh nira. Chao
Diana. M.”

“Céi gi day?” Toi noi, nhin vao nhimng dia s6 kiéu nhu ban diéu khién trén may bay, duoc dit vao mdt cai bang dong h ma vang hao nhoang,

“mdt chjéc Spyker Spyder. Marcus suu tép 6 t6 dat theo tén cac loai chan dét.” Matthew mo ctra khoi dong xe, hai canh ctra nang kn giéng canh may
bay chién dau. anh chiri thé. “No 1a c4i 6 t6 dé dap vao niit nhat, that khong tudng tuong noi.”

Chiing t6i chi ding né di t6i Bi trude khi Ma@ew tat vao mot dai Iy ban xe hoi, trao tay chia Kkhda xe ctia Marcus va chon ra mt chiéc xe 16n hon, 1t 16
bich hon. An toan trong chiéc xé hdp ning né, chiing toi tién vao Phap va vai gio sau bat dau cham chap leo nguoc xuyén qua nhitng ngon niii ctia ving
Auvergne t6i Sept-Tours.

Nhirng hinh anh loéng thoang ctia tda phao dai an hién giita cac ring ciy — d4 xam ph6t hong, mdt 6 cira s thap i den. Toi khong dimg duoc viée so
sanh toa au dai nay va thi trédn Jan can n6 & thoi diém hién tai voi dang vé ciia n6 khi t6i thay Iin cudi cling vao nim 1590. Thoi dai nay khong c6 khoi
o ling 16 treo trén Saint-Lucien nhu tAm vai liém xam xit. mot tiéng chudng tir xa Vang lai khién toi quay dAu nhin, nghi t6i con chdu cta nhimg con
chién na t6i da biét g0 dang vé nha ding bira ti. Pierre s& khong a0 ra voi may b6 dudc trén tay dé don ching 6. Dau Bép ciing khong ¢ trong phong
bép chit dAu ga 16i bang mbt con dao pha, gidng trd choi chém giét, dé chuan bi lam thirc &n nudi ¢4 loai méu ndng An ma ca rdng,

Va khong 6 Philippe nén ciing khong c6 nhirng tleng cudi, nhitng quan sét tinh twong vé su yéu du01 cua loai nguoi dugc ning tAm tir tur tuong
Euripides, hoac nhitng hiéu biét sau sic vé cac van dé ma ching t6i s& ddi mt hic ny khi da tro v& hién tai. Toi phai} mét bao 1u mdi c6 thé ngan lai sy
giting xé dau long khi nghil t6i ngudi cha chdng nay. Cai thé gidi hién dai khic nghiét va sang stia, voi nhip d6 nhanh dén chong mit nay khong ¢6 chd
danh cho nhitng ngurdi anh himg nhur 6ng nita.

“Emdangnglﬁdén cha anh,” Matthew thi thAm n6i. Céc nghi thirc king 1&: ma ca rong Ay méu va ny hon ciia phi thity da im manh thém néing e théu
hiéu cac y nghi ctia chung t6i.

“anh ciing vay ma.” T6i nhan xét. anh vAn nghi dén cha minh ké tir ic chiing ti bang qua bién gidi tién vao Phép.

“Vi anh, toa Jiu dai c6 cam gidc thilt trong tréi ké tir ngy ong chét. N6 B noi nurong nau dé quay vé, nhung rét thiéu sy thodi méi.” Matthew nng it
nhin lu dai, 161 6n dinh tr¢ lai nhin con dudng phia trude. khong khi ndng né tram xudng véi trach nhiém va nhu cau ctia mot dira con trai muon lim song
day nhitng hoi tudng vé cha minh.

“C6 I8 lan ny s& khac. Di Sarah va c¢6 Em & d6. Marcus ciing viy. Chira ké t6i Sophie va Nathaniel. Va Philippe van ¢ noi déy, chi can ching ta hoc
duoc cach cha y t6i sy hién dién thay vi sy ving miit ciia ong.” Ong s& & d6, trong bong t6i ctia mdi ciin phong, trén mbi tang da xay twong lu dai. Toi
ngim nghia grong niit dep d& va khiic khd ctia chong minh, cang hiéu rd hon viée gwrong mit Ay da phai trai qua dau don t6i mirc ndo dé tao nén hinh
déng ngiy nay. mot ban tay t6i khum lai che ché bung minh, tay kia tim kiém anh dé truyén di mot chit an ¢i ma anh dang rat can lic nay.

Ngon tay anh siét Ay tay t6i that chit. Roi Matthew tha t6i ra, va chiing toi khong néi chuyén trong mdt lic. Tuy nhién, céc ngdn tay t6i lai non néng gd
lién hoi Ién bap dui trong im Bing. Vai an, t6i cam thiy bi thiic giuc mudn mé tung noe xe va bay t6i cira trude clia lau dai.

“Em khong ddm dau.” Nu cuoi rong ngodc tdi mang tai ctia Matthew thét diu dang va trong giong anh ¢6 chit canh cao. Toi cudi dap lai khi anh nha sb
vong xudng mot khiic cua gip.
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“Thé thi nhanh Ién,” t6i n6i va c¢6 kiém soat ban than. Bat chip nhitng 101 khin nai ctia t6i, dong hd cong to' mét van dimg nguyén mot chd. Téi rén ri kéu
ca nén ndng, ‘Dang [& chung ta nén ket ctig véi cai xe cia Marcus thi hon.”

“Kién nhan nao, ching ta gan t6i noi rdi ma.” Va chéng c6 co hdi cho anh di nhanh hon, Matthew nghi trong khi anh nha sb lan niva.

“Sophie da ndi gl vé chuyén Nathaniel i xe khi ¢ 4y mang thai nhi? ‘anh 4y I4i xe nhwr mt o phu nhan.”

“Tuédng tuong xem, Nathaniel c6 thé Ii xe nhur thé ndo néu anh chang thire sw 1 mdt o phu nhin — mdt ko phu nhén gia hing trém'tuéi, giéng nhur anh
day nay. P06 s€ 1a cach anh s 14i xe trong nhitng nam thang con lai cia minh, chirng ndo em cé mét & trén xe.” anh lai voi sang nam lay tay t6i, dua én
moi hon.

“Dé ca hai tay Ién vo king di, o phu nhén,” t6i tréu choc khi chiing t6i vong qua khiic quanh cubi ciing di vao con dudng thing tip trai ra trudc nit,
rung cdy 6c chd nam chan giita ching t61 vdi san trong cua lau dai.

Nhanh Ién, t6i ndi ni anh trong im king. Mt t6i dan chét vao méi toa thap ctia Matthew khi n6 xudt hién trong tim nhin. Khi chiéc xe chim lai, t6i nhin
anh boi roi.

“Ho dang mong ngdng chiing ta kia,” anh giai thich, nghiéng d4u v& phia kinh chéin gio.

Sophie, Ysabeau va Sarah dang dgi ¢ gitta con duong, Ing im khong nhiic nhich.

yéu tinh, ma ca rong, phi thity — va con mot ngudi nita. Ysabeau bé mot dira bé trén tay. Toico thé trong thiy méi toc day rAm mau ndu damva cap
chan dai miim mim cta bé. mot ban tay bé dang ndm chét soi ddy deo khoa cta nit ma ca rong, trong khi ban tay kia xde ra hudng vé phia ching toi.
mot cam gidc ram ran ng(ra ngay nho xiu khong thé nham [An duoc khi d6i mét dira bé chit muc nhin . Con ctia Sophie va Nathaniel i mot phu thiy,
dung nhur 6 ay da tién doan.

Toi thio dy an toan, md tung canh cira xe va chay xuéng duong trude khi Matthew kip cho xe dung hén lai. Nudc miét chay dai trén mé toi. Di Sarah
chay t6i 6m Ry t6i trong vong tay quen thudc ctia Iong ciru va vai fanel, bao quanh t6i bang mii huong cdy ky nham va vani ngot ngio.

Nh, t6i thim nghi.

“Di rat mimg l cac con da tré vé an toan,” di xtic dng noi.

Qua vai di Sarah, t6i thiy Sophie diu dang don dira bé tir tay Ysabeau. Guong mit me Matthew vira khong ﬂrlé do thu lai vira than thurong hon bao gio
hét, nhung khde miéng mim chét ctia ba lai d€ 1§ nhitng xiic cdm méinh liét khi ba budng dira bé ra. Vé cling ran do cling 1a mot trong nhitng dau hi¢u
nhan biet ctia Matthew. that ra, ching con giong nhau hon ca méau thit ma Matthew duoc tao ra.

Kéo minh ra khoi vong 6m ctia Sarah, t6i quay sang Ysabeau.

“Ta d4 khong ddm chéc céc con s& trd vé. Cac con di lAu qua. Roi Margaret bit dau doi ching ta dira con bé ra duong, va ¢6 1§ khi d6 ta bat dau tin
rang cac con co thé trd vé véi ching ta mdt cach an toan.” Ysabeau ngam nghia grrong miit t6i dé tim kiém thong tin ndo d6 ma toi chwra trao cho ba.

“Gidr ching con da vé rdi va s& & lai dy.” da c6 di nhiing mt mat trong cude doi dai déng ding ctia ba roi. Toi hon nhe 1én ma ba, rdi dén mé bén kia.
“Bien,” ba thi thém v6i vé nhe nhom. “Tat ¢ ching ta déu thit vui mimg vi ¢6 céc con & dy — khong chi Margaret.” Dira bé nghe thdy tén n6 bét dau
kéu € € a a. “D-d-d-d” trong khi tay chin khua khoang loan Ién, ¢6 t6i gan t6i. “c6 nang thong minh,” Ysabeau yéu thurong ndi, ting cho Margaret va roi
ca Sophie mdt cai vo nhe 1én dau.

“c6 co mubn bé con gai & dau khong?”” Sophie hoi. Nu cudi tuoi hét ¢d méic dii nurde mét rung rung trong rét giéng Susanna.

“Mubn lim chir,” t6i n6i, don Iy dira bé vao vong tay minh trong khi trao mdt ny hon én ma Sophie.

“Xin chao Margaret,” t6i thi thAm, hit vao mii thom ctia c6 bé.

“D-d-d-d.” Margaret tom ly toc ti va bat dau vung vay nim tay nho bé.

“Con A mdt ¢6 nhdc chuyén gy rdi,” t6i curdi néi. Con bé dui ban chan vao suon tdi va can nhin phan déi.

“Con bé buéng binh y nhur cha né, miic diibé 1 mdt Song Ngu,” Sophie binh théan néi. “Sarah da thay c6 trong I€ rira toi. Agatha da & day nhung gio
ba da dir6i, nhung toi nghi |4 ba s& quay lai ddy som thoi. Agatha va Marthe da lammot chice banh déc biét phu day duong. thit ngac nhién. Va chice
véy ctia Margaret thit dep. Giong c6 nghe that Ia - nhur thé c6 da danh mot thoi gian dai song & nurée ngoai dy. Va toi thich toc ctia co Fim, 16 ciing that
khéc la. ¢6 c6 d6i khong?” Nhing 1i 1§ ctia Sophie ctr tudn ra khoi miéng, 1on xn, vo t6 chirc y nhur Tom va Jack. T6i cam nhén & viée mit di nhitng
ngudi ban Ay ngay ca dang ¢ ddy giira gia dinh minh.

Sau khi hon Ién tran Margaret, t6i giao 6 bé lai cho me. Matthew van dimg sau canh cira md clia chiéc Range Rover, mot chan ¢ trong xe con chén kia
dat trén mat dat xr Auvergne, nhu thé anh khong chac, liéu ching t6i c6 nén & d6 khong.
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“c6 Em dau rdi?”” Toi hoi. Di Sarah va Ysabeau trao d6i mot anh .

“Moi nguroi dang doi cac con trong lau dai. Tai sao ching ta khong dibo vé nhi?” Ysabeau goi y. “Ctr viéc bo xe ddy, s& c6 ngudi mang n6 vé. Cac con
chic han muon rao chan cho thu giain mot chut.”

Toi choang cénh tay quanh di Sarah va budc di vai bude. Matthew dau rdi? Toi quay lai chia ban tay kia ra. Dén voi gia dinh anh di, ti thim noi khi anh
it chiing t6i két noi véi nhau. Hay dén ciing nhitng nguoi yéu thuong anh.

anh cuoi, va trai tim t6i thot Ién dap lai.

Ysabeau rit én kinh ngac, mdt tiéng huyt gi6 trong khong khi mita hé khong 16n hon mdt tiéng thi thAm. “Nhip tim dép. Cua con. Va... c6 thém hai cai
nira?”” BOi miat mau xanh 14 xinh dep ctia ba licc t6i bung t6i va mot giot chat long miu do nho xiu rung rung noi khoe mit. Ysabeau nhin sang Matthew
vé thac mic. anh git dau, va giot huyét 1€ ctia me anh trao ra chdy tran xuong bo ma.

“mdt caip sinh d6i da dén voi gia dinh con,” toi néi nhur mot cach giai thich. Matthew da phat hién ra tiéng tim dap thir hai & Amsterdam, ngay trude khi
chiing t6i tréo vao chicc xe gian diép ctia Marcus.

“Ca gia dinh ctia ta nita,” Ysabeau thi thAm. “Vay n6 1a sy thit, Sophie da thiy diéu gi trong nhitng gidc mo ctia ¢6 Ay nhi? Con ciing véi dira bé — dira
bé cua Matthew u?”

“Nhitng dtra tré,” t6i ndi, ngim nhin giot huyét & dang chim cham kin dai.
“Vay day chinh 1a mdt khéi dau mdi,” di Sarah ndi, quét nude mit ctia minh. Ysabeau trao cho di toi mdt nu cuoi chua x6t.
“Philippe van thich n6i vé nhitng khoi dau. Thir g d6 ¢b xura. N6 a gi nhi, Matthew?” Ysabeau hoi con trai.

Cubi clng, Matthew cling bude han ra khoi xe, nhur ¢ cau thin chit ndo ddy dang giir anh lai va céc diéu kién dé phé bo n6 rét cude cling hoi dii. anh
sai vai budce t6i bén t6i, 161 hon nhe Ién ma me anh trude khi dua tay ra nam Iy tay toi.

““Ommni i ne initium novum,”” Matthew n6i, mét say sura nhin manh dét ctia cha anh nhur thé cudi cling anh da tro vé nha.
“Moi khoi dau déu bét ngudn tir sur két thic.”
Ban dang doc truyén Mat Ma Phu Thiy duge tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull(dot)Net.

Chuong 42

Ngay 30 thang Nam nam 1593

Annie mang birc twong nho ctia Diana cho Cha Hubbard, ding nhwr 6ng Marlowe dé bét ¢ bé hira phéi i thé. Tim c6 bé siét lai khi nhin né néim trong
long ban tay wearh. Blre trgng nhé xiu nhac ¢6 bé nhd téi Diana Roydon. Tham chi cho tdi bay gio, sau gan hai namba chu ctia c6 dot ngdt ra di, Annie
van nhé ba im.

“Ong 4y khong noi gi khac w?” Hubbard hoi, xoay xoay birc twong trong tay. Mii tén ciia nguoi nit thy san bt dnh sang phan chiéu ip lanh tréng nhur
sap stra bay toi

“khong c6 gi, thira Cha. Sang nay, trude khi khéi hanh di Deptford, 6ng dy da Iénh cho con mang thir ndy t6i cho ngai. Ong Marlowe n6i ngai s& biét
phai lam gi.”

Hubbard phat hién mdt ménh giéy nhét trong 6ng dung tén mong manh, duoc cudn lai va kep doc theo cac miii tén dé sdn trong éng tén ctia nit thin.
“Cho ta muron cai ghim cai ctia con di Annie.”

Annie thio mdt chiéc kep ghim ¢ trén thin 40 va dua cho dng ta kém theo mbt cdi nhin ky quéii. Hubbard choc du nhon dé khéu o gidy. thit cAn thén,
oOng ta lay manh gidy ra.

Hubbard doc dong tin, cau may va kic dau. “Christopher toi nghiép. Ong ta chira bao gios 1 dtra con lac 16i ctia Chua.”

“Ong Marlowe s& khong quay lai w?”” Annie thd phio nhe nhém ¢6 bé chura bao gio thich kich tac gia nay, va khong thé khoi phuc lai long quy trong ctia
¢0 bé danh cho 6ng ta tir sau sy kién kinh khting ¢ truong dau thuwong Cung Bién Greenwich.

K& tir khi ong ba chiiroi di ma chémg @8 Tai manh mdi vé noi ho s& dén, Marlowe di tir siu mudn t6i tuyét vong 1di lac vao tam tdi. Annie dam chic réng
su tam t0i Ay s€ c6 ngay nuot ching dng ta hoan toan. c6 bé cling muon chic chan no s€ khong tom duoc co.
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“khong, Annie a. Chiia n6i voi ta, 6ng Marlowe da roi khoi thé gioi nay va toi thé gioi bén kia. Ta cau nguyén dé 6ng dy tim dugc su binh yén, vi ong ay
da bi tir chdi ban cho diéu d6 trong cude séng nay.” Hubbard ngam nghia c6 gai nhd mot Itc. ¢6 bé da tro thanh mot nguoi phy nit tré cudn hit roi va co
18 s& ciru duge Will Shakespeare thoat khoi mbi tinh voi ngudi phy nit da cé chong kia. ‘Nhlmg con khong phi lo Fing d4u. Ba Roydon da bao ta dbi
xUr véi con nhu con cuia ta. Ta cham séc cho cac con ctia minh va con s€ c6 mdt ong chit moi.”

“La ai, thua Cha?” ¢6 s€ phai chip nhan bat cr dia vi nao Hubbard ban cho minh. Ba Roydon tirng ndi o s0 tién ¢6 can phai co dé m mot tho may
doc lap & Islington. s& mat thoi gian va can kiém rat nhi¢u d€ gom du s6 tién do.

“Ong Shakespeare. Gio con da biét doc, biét viét va I mdt ngudi phy nir dang gia, Annie. Con 6 thé gitip do cong viée ctia ong 4y.” Hubbard can nhic
t gidy trong tay. Ong ta dinh giir n6 cing voi goi hang dén tir Praha, duoc giri qua mang lwdi ctia L nguoi dua thur va thwong nhén do cac ma ca rong Ha
Lan lap nén. Hubbard van khong chéc tai sao Edward Kelley lai giri cho minh burc tranh Ia Tung vé nhitng con rong. Edward 1 mot sinh vat khac ngudi
den t6i va lau ca. Hubbard khong bang long v6i tur cach dao dire clia hén khi héin chéing thdy viéc cong khai ngoai tinh va trom cép ¢6 g sai trdi. Nghi 18
]ay mau gia nhdp vao gia dinh ngdy ay cua héin khong phai 1 viéc vui vé nhu binh thuong. Trong lic trao doi, Hubbard da thiy 13 linh hon Kelley dé biét
rang 6ng ta khong muon hén & London. Vi thé, 6ng ta da giri Kelley t6i Mortlake - chédm dut sy quiy nhiu trién mién ctia Dee mudn ¢6 duoc céc bai
hoc vé phép thuat.

Nhung Marlowe da 4m chi burc twong niy dén Annie nén Hubbard s& khong thay doi y nguyén ctia nguoi dan ng dang chét mon nay. Ong ta dua burc
tuong nho va manh gidy cho Annie. “Con phai dua thir nay cho di cta con, ba Norman. Ba ay s& gitr n6 an toan cho con. To gidy ndy ¢ thé a mit vat
ky niém khac cua 6ng Marlowe day.”

“Véng, thira Cha Hubbard,” Annie ndi, miic dit ¢6 bé rét mubn ban mon db bing bac ndy va cat mon tién 4y vao quy danh dum ctia minh.

Annie 101 khoi nha the, noi Andrew Hubbard thong tri, 16 budc qua céc con dudng t6i nha Will Shakespeare. Ong ta khong lanh loi bang Marlowe,
nhung ba Roydon thudng néi vé 6ng ta vai vé kinh trong, di cho ban bé ctia éng chit s& nhanh chong ché nhao Wil

¢6 bé nhanh chong 6 6n dinh cude song trong nha ciia nguoi dién vién kich nay va tinh than duoc ning Ién timg ngaty. Khi tin tirc vé cai chét kinh hoang
cta Marlowe dén véi ho, nd cang khang dinh thém c6 da may mén nhudng ndo khi thot khoi ong ta. Ong Shakespeare ciing bi choang vang va uong
ruou sudt mot dém, viée d6 khién 6ng ta trd thanh tim diém ctia cude ché chén. Mic dit Shakespeare da tir giai thich thoa dang chuyén d6 va gio tit ca
da trd lai binh thuong,

Annie dang lau byi trén kinh cira s6 dé ¢6 thém énh sang cho ong chii ctia 6 doc séch. ¢6 dim miéng vai vao murée sach va mdt ménh gidy quan queo roi
ra khoi ti ¢d, nd bi mdt con gio nhe thdi vao tir canh ctra s6 d€ md cuon di.

“Cai g thé, Annie?” Shakespeare nghi ngo hoi, dung quan but 16ng chi chi vao nd. ¢ gai ndy da lm viée cho Kit Marlowe va ¢6 thé dang truyén tin cho
cac ddi thit khac. Ong ta khong thé dé bét ctr ai biét vé dicu kién trao d6i m6i nhét ctia minh danh cho véi nha bao tro. Cling véi viéc it ca cac rap hat

dong cira vi anh huong cua dich bénh, thoi bu01 ndy, gitt dugc thin xAc va linh hon & cling mdt chd diing I mot thir thach. Venus va Adonis ¢ thé m
duoc diéu d6 — mién 1 khong c6 ké nio an cip ¥ tuong ciia ong ta.

“Mang n6 lai day, néu né khong c6 gi ca,” ong ta ra lénh.

Ngay khi c6 16 trén tay, Shakespeare da nhn ra vin phong rat riéng ctia nd. Toc gdy ong ta mubn dung nguoc 1én. Pay 1 thong diép tir mot nguoi da
chét.

“Marlowe dua thir nay cho ¢6 khi nao?”” Gigng Shakespeare lanh kg,

“Ong 4y khong dura t0i, ong Shakespeare.” Nhu moi Jan, Annie khong thé n6i dbi duge. ¢b bé cé nhitng dic diém cta phit thuy, nhung Annie s6 hiru
tinh that tha khong thé nghi ngd. “N6 da bi gidu di. Cha Hubbard da tim thdy va dra n6 cho t6i. Nhu mot vét ky niém, ong 4y noi thé.”

“c6 tim thiy thir ny sau khi Marlowe chét 42" sy himg thi p t61 ddp tit cai cam gide ron ron nhur kién bo sau giy ctia Shakespeare.
“Vang,” Annie thi thim dap.
“Vay, ta s€ gitt n6 ho co. Pé cho an toan.”

“Tét nhién a.” D6i mit Annie chdp chdp lo Eing khi nhin nhitg dong chit cudi ciing ctia Christopher Marlowe bién mét duéi ban tay nim chiit ciia ong
chi méi.

“Lam viéc ctia ¢d di, Annie.” Shakespeare doi cho tdi ic ¢6 hiu gai di khoi dé iy thém gié lau va nurée. Khi d6 6ng ta mdi doc ki cac dong chir kia:
Pen tuong trung cho tinh yéu chan thanh da mt.

Séc mau ciia yéu tinh,

Va mau cia Bong Bém
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Shakespeare thor dai. Lua chon so sénh ctia Kit chira bao gt ¢6 ¥ nghia dbi v6i ong ta, con khiéu hai e ru ri va nhitng dammé bénh hoan thi qua
den t6i doi voi thoi dai nay. Chiing khién khan gia kho chiu ma ciing da ¢6 du chuyén chét chdc ¢ London nay roi. Ong ta xoay xoay cay bt 16ng ngong,

Tinh yéu chén thanh da mit. Qua thAé' that. Shakespeare khit miii. Ong ta d c6 kha ’dfl tmh yéu chan thanh kiéu df') 10i, méic dii nhitng khach hang tra tién
duong nhu chura bao gio chan nd. Ong ta gach bd di nhitng cau chit nay va thay thé no bang mot m tiét duy nhat mi€u ta chinh xac nhiing gi dng ta cam
théy.

yéu tinh. sur thanh cong ctia tac phdm Faustus ctia Kit van gidy vo Ong ta. Shakespeare khong c6 tai viét vé nhitng sinh vét ky la va phi thudng cia tur
nhién. Ong ta viét vé nhing chuyén doi thudng gioi hon va viét vé nhimg ké dao dirc gia bi virdng vao cai bay ctia s phan. Doi khi ong ta nghi ¢6 thé
bong ma cau chuyén da nhap vao 6ng nhu hon ma mdt ngudi cha sai trai 4m ly dra con trai clia minh. Shakespeare ring minh. Cha ctia chinh ong ta s&
12 mdt hdn ma kinh khing, hén 13 Chia Troi da mét moi voi s bau ban clia ong ta sau khi cac bao cao ké toan cubi cung ctia John Shakespeare durgc
giai quyét. Nguoi cha do da lao ra khoi ci thé gidi day xtic pham nay va Iyra chon mot thé gi6i khac.

Bong Bém N6 la mot cai két khap khiéng ¢6 thé du doén duoc cho kh tho ndy — kiéu n George Chaprman s& b6 nhao vao tim hiéu xemné con thiéu
g hon 13 quan tAm t&i ngudn gdc ctia n6. Nhung diéu gi s& dap tmg muc dich d6 tot hon ca? Ong ta x6a di mdt tir khac va viét tir “cau kinh” phia trén
16. su cau kinh ctia dém. C4i d6 ciing khong ding im Ong ta lai gach n6 di va viét tir “Gng tay 40.” Cai d6 ciing t& khong kém

Shakespeare vin vo ban khozn vé s6 phén ctia Marlowe va ban bé ctia ong ta, tit c4 bon ho gioy déu mo mit nhur nhitng c4i bong, Henry Percy dang
hudng thy hoang an hiém c6 va diéu nay vinh vién 1 nhu thé trong vuong triéu. Raleigh da két hon bi mét va bi that sung trude mit nir hoang, bi dudi vé
Dorset, noi nir hoang hy vong ong ta s& bi ling quén. Harriot thi an dat ¢ noi nao do, khong nghi ngd gi la dang chii dAu vao mdt cau db toan hoc hodc
dam dudi ngam bau troi gidng tén hAm Robin Goodfellow. C6 tin don noi rang Chaprman dang thire thi mbt nhiém vu nao do cho Cecil 6 vimg Ha Qudc
va chap bit viét nén nhing bai tho dai vé phu thity. Con Marlowe moi bi giét gan day ¢ Deptford, mic dii c6 ngudi noi d6 1 mot vuamsat. Co &
Welshman la king s& biét rd vé chuyén nay vi ong ta da ¢ trong quan ruou voi Marlowe. Roydon — ngurdi dan ong duy nhét ¢6 quyen uy that sy ma
Shakespeare timg giip — cting ngudi vo bi an ctia 6ng ta, d3 hoan toan bién mét vao miia hé nam 1591 va khéng ai nhin thiy ho ké tir do.

K¢ duy nhit trong nhom ctia Marlowe ma Shakespeare van con nghe néi dén thurong xuyen la mot g Scot to con tén Gallowglass. hén c6 dang vé ong
hoang ma mdt tén hiu khong nén c¢6 va thich nghe ké nhirng céu chuyén tuyét voi ve thin tién va cac tinh linh. that phai cam on viéc Gallowglass thué
murén déu din gitp Shakespeare c6 duoc méi nha trén du. Gallowglass dudng nhur thudng c6 viée can dén nhitg ciu chuyén ctia Shakespeare. hin
tra hau hinh — dic biét khi mudn Shakespeare bt chudc chit viét tay cia Roydon bén ria mot cudn sach nio d6, hay mot 14 thu tay ky tén ong ta.

bing la nguru tamngu'u, mé tAm i, Shakespeare nghi thim K¢ phén b, I vo than, bon tdi pham, ca dambon ching. Ngoi bt ciia 6ng ta do du trén
trang gidy. Sau khi viét mdt tir khac, 1an ndy, chi¥ viét c6 vé qua quyét va dam nét, Shakespeare ngdi nga ra sau, ngim nhin doan tho méi ctia minh.

Pen 1 ddu hiéu cta dia nguc
Séc mau ciia ngyc tl va bé i bong dém

khong con nhan ra duoc tac phdm ctia Marlowe nira. Thng qua tai néing trdo min ddi dio, Shakespeare da bién nhing ¥ turdng clia mdt ngudi da chét
thanh thir phi hop véi ngurdi London binh thirdng hon 1a nhitng ngudi nguy hiém nhur Roydon. Ma 6ng ta chi mat ¢d mot choc 1at thoi

Shakespeare khong may may cam thiy mot tia day dt, héi han khi thay doi qua khir, thong qua d6 ciing thay doi ca twong lai. Budc tién ciia Marlowe
trén sén’khﬁu thé giéi da ket thie, nhung ctia Shakespeare thi gior mdi bat dau. Hoai niém that ngan ngti va lich sir thi nghiét ngd. D6 chinh I3 sy vin dong
trong the gidi nay.

Long vui suéng, Shakespeare dat méAu gidly vio mdt chdng nhitng méanh gidy twong tur, dwoc chin bang hop so ctia mdt con ché dé & goe ban lam vice.
R&i ¢ ngay, Ong ta s€ tim duoc cach st dung doan tho nay. Sau d6 ong ta lai ¢ y tudng khac.

C6 1§ ong ta qua voi vang loai bo dong “tinh yéu chan thanh da mat.” khong d& nhan ra syr tiém an ¢ d6 nhung n van doi ngwoi khai mo. Shakespeare
voi dén manh gidy Ong ta cat tir mdt trang bao trong no lyc nham tiét kiém tién bac nira voi, sau khi Annie cho 6ng ta thay hoa don mdi nhat cua chui ctra
hang thit.

“Phi cong deo dudi tinh yéu,” ong ta viét mot hang chir thét I6n.

Piing thé, Shakespeare ngimnga doc, ong ta nhit dinh s& ding dén né mot ngiy ndo ddy.

Ban dang doc truyén Mat Ma Phu Thiy dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full.Net.
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