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Chang trai dé thuong cé tén la Jimmy Thesiger budc mau xudng thang gac. Vi lao
xubng qua nhanh, anh suyt dung vao Tredwell, quan gia ctia biét thw Chimneys giita
Iic bac nay di ngang qua dai sanh, tay bung khay cdc mén an phu cho bita diém tam
sang. May ma bac trdnh kip nén khong xay ra diéu gi dang tiéc.

“Xin bac tha 10i,” Jimmy néi.

“Khong phai, thura ngai. Ngai Wade cling hdy con chua thiy xudng ma.”

“Vay thi tot” Thesiger ndi va budc vao phong an.

Chang chi thay & trong phong ba chti nha, phu nhan Coote. Ba nay dua mat nhin
chang vé nhu trach moéc lam chang cdm thay ban khodn. Nhwng khong biét tai sao
ma ba ta lai nhin minh nhw thé nhi.

& ndéng thon, chang bao gi& ngudi ta dung bita diém tam dung gi¥ ding gidc. Plng
13 1dc nay d3 mudi mot gid mudi 1am, ké ciing da 1a qua mudn, nhung...

“T6i xudng c6 hoi bi tré mot chut thua ba - Chang trai dé dat néi.”

“O! chang sao ca dau ma” Phu nhan Coote budn rau dap.

Thuc ra thi ba rat sg 13 nhitng khach mdi ciia minh t4 ra khong sét sang, chuéch
choac trong bita an diém taAm dau tién. Trong mudi nam dau clia cudc séng vg chong,
ngai Oswald Coote (ma lic d6 hay con 13 6ng Coote) ci¥ moi Ian dwoc phuc vu bita dn
nay, chi nra phut sau tdm gi® sang 1a ndi khuing 1én di ddi. Phu nhan Coote thé 13
thanh thodi quen, coi s khong ding gio nhu mot toi nang. Ma, thoi quen 1a tap tinh
thit hai cla con ngudi. Thém nita phu nhan Coote 1a mdt phu nit siéng ning cin man
nén luon ludn t héi la cai dam tré nay chuyén ngti day muodn thi liéu cé mang lai loi
ich gi cho cudc s6ng? Ngai Oswald ludn nhac di nhac lai véi cac phdéng vién va moi
nguoi khac:

“S& di toi thanh dat 13 vi ¢ thdi quen diy sdm, séng dam bac va lam viéc cé


http://downloadsachmienphi.com/
https://www.facebook.com/downloadsachfree
http://bit.ly/downloadsach

phuwong phap.”

Phu nhan Coote to 16n va kha xinh dep, kiéu ngudi phtt hop véi cac vai bi kich: doi
mat to vé thé lwong, giong ndi Am u sau tham. Hoa si nao mudn di tim nguwdi mau dé
miéu ta va tai hién lai cdnh "Nang Rachel khéc con” thi sé rat ddi mirng vui dwge dén
tiép thiéu phu nay.

Dudng nhu ludn ludn cé mot ndi budn ghé gdm va bi 4n dé ning xudng cudc song
ba ta mic diu tron doi ba chang xay ra bat c* mdt diéu gi dang phan nan ngoai trix
viéc thang tién vdi toc dd chdng mat cia ngai Oswald trén buwdc duong danh vong.

Hoi con 1a thifu nit, ba ngly tho vui vé, day sic séng va phai long, say nhu diéu do
chang thanh nién Oswald Coote, nhan vién cda hang sadn xuat xe dap canh cra hang
d6 g6 ctia cha minh.

Sudt hai nam troi, ho song that hanh phuc. Pau tién ¢ can ho hai phong, r6i trong
mot ngdi nha nho, tiép theo 1a trong mot ngdi nha 16n hon, cudi cung 1a trong nhitng
cong trinh kién tric mdi ngay mot to dep va quan trong hon trudc nhung ludn ludn
12 @ bén canh "xi nghiép" cho dén lic ma ngai Oswald tré thanh mot nha doanh
nghiép doc 1ap 6ng mdi bat dau thué nhitng tod nha rong rii va dep dé ma 6ng bod
cdng ra lung tim trén khap nwéc Anh C4t Loi.

Chimneys la mot 1au dai lich st va khi dat thué trong thoi han hai ndm ctia huan
twdc Caterham, ngdi Oswald cé cAm tuwdng nhw tham vong cia minh di dat téi diém
tot cung.

Phai cé rat nhidu sy gdng guwong phu nhin Coote mdi cam thay hanh phtc. Lic
nao ba cling thay minh co don. Sy giai tri duy nhat trong nhitng nam dau cta cudc
hon nhan 13 trao do6i chuyén trd vdi cd hau va ngay ca khi c6 nay da tv nhan minh
1én thanh ba ngudi thi nhitng budi tam su cia nguwdi dan ba tré véi cd ngudi hau van
la nhitng phut thu gidn tinh than qui bau. Lic nay ba da cé dudi trwdng ciia minh ca
mot 16 ngwoi hdu: mot bac quan gia c6 dang diéu ltc nao ciing trinh trong nhw mot vi
gidm muc, nhiéu tong bdc than hinh to 18n, mdt sb 16n cac cd gai phu bép, mdt tong
quan quoc tich nudc ngoai va mdt nguwdi dan ba trong nom viéc giat gidi, bép nuic than
hinh d6 s6 ma mdi budc di 1a do vay lai xot xoat, x0t xoat. Thé ma phu nhan Coote
van coi nhu minh bi day trén mét hoang dao.

Ba thé mot hoi sdu va buwdc ra khoi phong an. Jimmy Thesiger thay nhe ca ngudi.

Ra dén hién, ba goi Mac Donald, ngudi coi séc khu vuon dang ding nhin 1anh dia
clla minh bang con mat clla mdt nha ddc tai. Mac Donald 13 vua cda tat ca nhitng
nguwdi 1am viéc dwdi quyén minh va anh ta cai tri ho mot cach that chuyén ché ha
khac.

Phu nhan budc téi gan y vé de dat:

“Chao anh Mac Donald.”



“Xin kinh chao phu nhan.”

Y chio bang giong that trinh trong.

“TOi tw hoi... 1a liéu chung tdi ¢ dwgec modt vai chum nho cho bita com chiéu nay
khong nhi?”

“Nho chwa di d6 chin dé hai xudng dudc thuwa ba” Nguwdi sép khu vudn ndi giong
tlr ton va ca quyét.

“0l,” Phu nhan Coote thot 18n, rdi 1ay lai can dam ndi tiép.

Mac Donald nhin ba. Ba dd mat vi thiy 13 minh da qud tu do khong thé tha th
dugc. Chac chan 1a c6 nit hau twdc Caterham chwa bao gid pham 16i bat nha 1a vao
chinh vudn cia minh dé ném nhitng qua nho chin trén gian!

“Néu phu nhan ha 1énh,” Mac Donald néi mot cach kho khan.

“Cam on anh,” Phu nhan Coote Iing bung.

“Nhung nho hdy con chua chin dau a.”

“Tat nhién roi,” Ba ngwong ngung dap.

Mac Donald trinh trong ldng im. Phu nhan Coote 13y lai can dam:

“Tdi mudn hoi anh vé cai bii cd & phia sau vudn hong. Liéu cé thé choi ciu 1in &
d6 dugc khong. Ngai Oswald rat thich choi moén cau 1an.”

Phu nhan Coote d3 hoc lich st nuwdc Anh. Ba biét 1 ngai Francis Drake cung vdi cac
hiép si ban cta ngai lic dang choi cau 1an thi dwoc tin ham thuyén dich da 1ap 16
ngoai cra bién. PS 13 mot trd gidi tri cla tAng 16p qui toc. Mac Donald chang cd 1y do
nao dé phan déi, nhung ba chwa tinh téi mdt ca tinh ndi bat clia tat cd nhitng ngudi
lam vuon tan tuy, dé 1a trwde tién hay 1am kho dé da.

“T4t nhién 1a c6 thé dung bai c6 vao viéc dd, thwa ba” Mac Donald néi giong mién
cudng.

“pung, phai khong nio, bang cich sa sang lai mot chut... bang cach... xén bét cd
di chang han” Phu nhan Coote ndi vé day hi vong.

“Tat nhién,” Mac Donald thong tha tuyén bo.

“That vay u'?” Phu nhan Coote hoéi giong hoai nghi.

Nhitng chit "Khu vue dudi” chang ndéi 1én véi ba mot didu gi ca, nhwng 16 rang day
1a khé khan ma Mac Donald cho 1a kho vugt qua.

“That dang ti€c” Nguwdi lam vuon ndi tiép.

“0! buing vay!” Phu nhan Coote dap va tw hdi sao minh lai ddng tinh dé dang nhu
vVay.

Mac Donald nhin ba nghiém nghi:

“Tat nhién 13,” Y noi.

Y khong ndi hét va cai giong thach thic dwom vé de doa lam phu nhan ngai
Oswald hét hon nén ba dau hang ngay.



“O! Khong,” Ba kéu lén.

“D6 cling 1a y cua toi, thua ba.”

“Tat nhién réi,” Phu nhan Coote bao.

“T6i da biét trwdc 1a phu nhan sé déng y vdi tdi” Mac Donald ndi.

“O! TAt nhién rdi!” Phu nhan Coote nhic lai.

Nguwoi lam vuon dua tay 1én vanh mi roi bude di. Ngwoi dan ba tdi nghiép thd dai
va nhin theo y di xa dan.

Jimmy Thesiger diém tam xong, bwdc ra hién thot:

“Budi sdng mdi dep 1am sao!”

“C6 18 thé” Phu nhan Coote thd o dap.

“Nhitng ngudi khac dau ca réi nhi? Ra ho u?”

“Co 18 thé.”

ROi ba quay vao nha thiy Tredwell dang ngdm nghia cai binh ca phé.

“Oi troil,” BA chti nha kéu 1én.

“Da chua, thua ba.”

“Nhung mudn 1am roi.”

“Vang, thura ba.”

“Ta cho 13 6ng ta sap xudng day Tredwell a.”

“C6 thé chw, thua ba. Sang hom qua, mai tdi mudi mot gid rudi, ong Wade mdi
xuong kia.”

Phu nhan Coote liéc nhin chiéc dong ho treo: mwdi hai gio kém hai muoi. Ba ndi vé
théng cam:

“That rat phién cho bac, bac Tredwell a. Phai thu don c4c thi va chuin bi cho bita
an trra vao dung mot gic.”

“Tdi cling dd quen vd&i nhitng kiéu cach cia nhitng ton 6ng tré tudi roi thua ba.”

Loi trach méc duwoc che gidu khéo nhung khoé choi cii lam ba Coote d6 mat 1an tha
hai trong cai bubi sdng dé. Nhung mot su gidn doan ddng hoan nghénh di xay ra
dang lic. Cra m& bat thinh linh, mot thanh nién mang kinh ddng trang nghiém budc
vao:

“A, phu nhan Coote day roi! Ngai Oswald muo6n gap ba.”

“Ta dén ngay bay gio” Ba vdi bao.

Rupert Bateman, thw ky riéng cia ngai Oswald cfing budc ra nhung lai bang cai
ctta mé ra hién, & d6 Jimmy Thesiger van tiép tuc di dao.

“Chao Pongo! Thesiger ct tiéng” C6 viéc gi véi minh khong day? cé 18 bat budc
minh phai tim cach tiép can dé tan tinh cic cd gai tré mat thoi.

Ngudi thu ky tré 1ac dau khong ndi gi va di vao phong thu vién, Jimmy mim cudi
trong theo. Bateman d3 trd thanh mot chang trai dng dan, deo kinh mat va chang



hiéu sao lai dwgc nhén biét danh 13 Pongo.

Jimmy ngap mot cai va thong tha budc vé phia ho nwdc, & dé lic nay cé ba thiéu
nit, hai téc vang hoe v mot téc niu, ca ba déu cat ngan. C6 gi hay cudi nhat cd tén
1a Hélene, co th1 hai 1a Nancy va c6 thir ba thuwdng duoc goi 1a "Socks”. Cung vdi cac ¢
ltic do6 con ¢6 hai ngudi ban ctia Jimmy la Bill Eversleigt va Ronny Deverenx lam & co
quan ngoai giao.

“Trong kia, Jimmy dd,” Bill kéu 1én.

“Cé thé dén mdt ngay nao do6,” Ronny ndi.

“That dang xau ho,” C6 gai c biét danh "Sock” bao.

“Ban hay cung di vdi td,” Bill ndi.

“O! Hay nén théng minh mot chit n3o” Sock rat hay dung cum tir nay, noi.

“T& chang can théng minh” Jimmy tuyén bé.

“Nao, nao,” Ronny dé nghi.

“cau chang hiéu Gerry dau,” Jimmy noi.

“O! Phai tim mot cai gi d6 thong minh hon 14 nwdc lanh kia!” Sock kéu 1én.

“Nhung ma 1a cai gi?” Ronny hoi.

“Kia Pongo da dén kia,” Jimmy bao.

Bateman (tic 1a Pongo) chdm chti nghe tat ca nhitng v kién chang ra dau vao dau
cda moi nguwdi, réi cudi cung anh bao:

“T§ dé nghi 13 sé& dung mdt chiéc ddng hd bao thitc. Ban than t& cling van thudng
dung.”

ROi anh ta bo di.

“Mot chiéc dong ho bao thitc u! Phai cAn dén ca t4 dong hd mdi cé thé danh thirc
duoc Gerry Wade.”

“Vay thi, tai sao lai khong nhi?,” Bill ndi.

Nhitng tiéng cwoi, nhitng 101 ban luan, réi Bill va Ronny di si¥a soan xe, con Jimmy
vé xem Wade d3 diy chwa. Mot thoang anh da trd lai va bao:

“Han dAy roi va dang nhdm nhodm n y nhi mudn tranh thu 14y lai thdi gian da
mAt. LAm sao bay gi® dé ngin han khong di theo ching ta?”

Moi ngudi quyét dinh nhd phu nhan Coote tim cach gitt han lai. Jimmy, Nancy va
Héléne chiu trach nhiém trao doi véi ba. Nhung nit cht nhan té vé sg hii:

“MOt tro dua w? Can phai than trong day, cac cd cau a. Khong duge lam cai gi gay
dd v& ca day. Hop dong thué nha chdm dit vao tuin sau va tdi khong mudn 13 ngai
Caterham tudngla...”

Bill vira & garage tré vé, ngat 15i ba bang giong chac nich:

“Xin phu nhan durng lo, thwra phu nhan Coote. Bundle, con gai hau twdc Caterham
13 ban thud nhd cta toi cé tinh than rat khodng dat. Trd dua cia ching toi chang giy



nén mot sy d6 v ndo cling khdng 1am rdi trat tw mot chit nao.”

“Va tat cd sé rat thong minh” Socks chen vao.

Phu nhan Coote bu6n b3 bwdc trén hién gitta ltc Gerald Wade ra khoi phong an.

Jimmy Thesiger 1a mo6t thanh nién téc vang nau va khuén mat cé nhitng nét that
thuin khiét. Wade tdc vang hon va khuoén mat c6 vé thuan khiét hon nhung trong 16
d& trai han véi Jimmy véi vé thong minh rd rét.

“Xin chao Phu nhan Coote,” Wade nai.

“Ho di dén clra hang Market Basing.”

“pé lam gl vay?”

“pau nhu dé tién hanh mot trdo dlia vui” Ba Coote dap vé nghiém trong.

“Ho bat dAu di tir sdng chang?”

“Pau cd duge sdm nhu vay” Ba chi ndi vdi giong c6 ham v.

“Toi sg’ 1a d3 xudng hai tré gid mot chit,” Wade ndi tiép véi mot sw thanh thuc
dang yéu.

“Ké cling la that day!”

“Tdi cling chang hiéu ra sao nita” Wade néi véi vé suy tu.

“Tai sao anh lai khong day sdm dugc?”

“O1” Wade kéu 1én anh ngdn ngudi chang biét giai thich ra sao.

BA chi1 nha ndi tiép giong chic nich:

“T6i dugc nghe ngai Oswald thuwong ndi 1a khong cé gi té6t hon dbi véi mot thanh
nién 1a trong cudc séng phai hét sitc dung gio trong tat ca moi trudng hop.”

“Tdi biét 1am chtr. & Luan-ddn, tdi bat budc phai nhu thé day, vi ¥ dting mudi mot
gi® sang 1a t6i phai cé mit & co quan ngoai giao roi. Xin ba diung cho 13 tdi 14c nao
cling lwoi biéng, phu nhan Coote a... Ba c6 kha nhiéu hoa dep trén bo duwong hién nay.
Hinh nhu ching ta cfing cé nhiéu trong vueon nita, phai khong a. 0i, em gai toi rat
thich cham nom vuon tuoc.”

Phu nhan Coote ngay 1ap titc thiy thich cudc trao ddi chuyén tro véi chang thanh
nién ndy va bat dau ban luan phé binh vé nhitng théi xu ctia nhitng ngudi lam vudn.

Trong lic nay, quay chinh cta ca hang Market Basing bi mot ddm dong vay
quanh va ngudi cht quay t6 ra chit ndo d6 ngac nhién thay mot lic bao nhiéu khach
déu hoi mua dong ho bao thirc.

“Tiéc 1a Bundle khong & day,” Bill 1am bam.

Anh nay lac dau.

“cau khong biét Bundle u? Vo ly!”

“Nao, ndo Bill,” Socks cat ngang.

Ong Murga Troyd, chtl quay hang noi:

“Néu dugc phép céd mot 10i khuyén, thwa cd, thi tdi sé bao vdi cb 1a chd nén 13y



chiéc déng ho véi gid bay Shillings v mudi mot Pence. N6 ciing tot day, toi chang
muon ha thap nd, nhuwng thanh thuc khuyén c6 1a nén 1y chiéc mudi Shillings va
sau Pence thi hon bdivi chic chan 1.

“Nhung cai d6 chang cd gi quan trong,” Mot c6 gai ngat 151 ong ta.

“Cai chung toi can...” Bill tiép nhung khong ndi dwoc hét cau vi Jimmy da 1én gidy
tat ca cac dong ho dé trén mat quiy va sudt trong nim phut, toan c¥a hang vang 1én
tiéng chudng dong ho bao thirc.

Cudi cung, bon tré chon 13y sau chiéc, r6i Ronny tuyén bo:

“Té mua thém mot chiéc cho Pongo. Y twdng nay xudt phat tir nd, khong nén dudi
no ra ria.”

“Rat tot,” Bill tan thanh.

Thé 1a nhitng chiéc dong ho bao thic dugc bao gdi lai, dwoc thanh todn tién va 6ng
cht quay ngd ngang nhin theo bon tré tréo 1én 6 t6, nghi bung: thé hé tré ngay nay rd
rang 13 rat thong minh nhung cling khd 1a khd hiéu. va dng chi nhu thay lai duoc
binh thuong khi quay vé phia mot ngwoi khach phu nit dang mu6én mua mot cdi Am
dun nudc.

1] Cac chuong tu 1 tdi 31 do V@ Liém dich.
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PONG HO BAQ THUC PAT O AU bAY?

“Chung ta dat nhitng chiéc dong ho nay & dau bay gio?”

P3 xong bira an tbi va ngai Oswald dé nghi choi mot van bai bridge. "Pé nghi” khong
phai 1a mot tir chinh xac vi ngai Oswald nhuw mdt 6ng "Vua ki nghé” chi can té ra y
muon cua minh 1a tat cd moi ngudi xung quanh vdi vang dap ng.

Rupert Bateman va ong 1a dong minh choi vdi cdp phu nhan Coote va Gerald Wade
that xing.

Ngai Oswald choi bai bridge cling nhu lam tat cd moi viéc cd nghia 13 cuc tot va
6ng mudn lién minh vdi ngwoi ndo ngang tai véi minh. Thé ma Bateman choi bai
cling gidi chang kém gi cong viéc thu ky riéng. Ca hai déu thong thao nhitng cau ngan
gon nhu "Hai khong ch®’, "Bat!" "Ba Pic"... Trong khi phu nhan Coote vd Wade thin
mat chuyeén trd. Chang trai khong bao git’ bo 1§ dé néi sau moi cu ra bai: "Péng minh
cua toi, ba choi that tuyét!” lam cho ba Coote that phan khdi, hon nita ho ciing cé bai
dep.

Nguoi ta ¢ twdng la dam thanh nién nam ni dang 6m nhau nhay trong phong
khach 16n trong tiéng nhac cda dai truyén thanh nhwng khong phai. Tat ca bon ho
tap trung trudc cira phong nga ctia Gerald Wade.

“Bay thanh hang dudi gdm giwong ay” Jimmy dap sau cau hdi ctia Bill.

“va dé chudng danh vao lic may gid? Tat ca cing mot lic hay Ian lwgt?”

Chi tiét nay dugc ban cii sdi ndi. Ngwdi nay thi bao ddi véi mdt ngudi nga say nhu
Wade thi ca tAm cai chudng d6 cing mdt Itic 1a cAn thiét. Nguwdi khdac thi bao 1an luot
cho chudng d6 kéo dai s& cd hiéu qua hon va phe nay thang. Thé 13 cac dong hod duwoc
diéu chinh kim bdo thitc 1am sao cho chuéng d6 cai no sau cai kia, bat dau tir 6 gid
30.

“Td mong,” Bill noi.

Ho dang 1an luot dit nhitng chiéc dong ho dudi gam givong thi bong Jimmy kéu:

“Xuyt! C6 ngudi dang bude 1én thang gac... 6! b6 1a Pongo.”

Bateman (P6ngo) 1gi dung thoi gian bi "chét” (loai ra khéi cudc choi) nén vé phong
ngli cia minh tim chiéc khan mui - soa. Anh dirng budc, hiéu cau chuyén va cho mot
nhan xét rat thuc té:

“N6 sé& nghe thiy nhitng tiéng tic tac khi 1én giwdng ngl.”

Pam 4m mu'u nhin nhau.



“T¢ da ludn bao 1a Pongo rat thong minh ma.” Jimmy néi day vé than phuc.

Con ngudi thong minh budc di.

“pung day,” Ronny Devereux noi.

“T¢ tu héila né cé dén ndi nhu ngudi ta twdng khong” Jimmy Thesiger néi.

“pén nobi gi co?”

“Ngu ngdc nhu ching ta thuwong gan cho né ay.”

Ronny ngac nhién nhin anh:

“Sao! Tat ca chung ta déu biét rd né ma.”

“Cé chic thé khong?,” Jimmy héi.

Tat ca nhin anh chdm chti va khudn mat Ronny tré nén nghiém nghi bao:

“Jimmy, cau cé mot bo ndo...”

“Nhu Pongo” Bill thém.

“O! T4 chi vira méi nghi dén chuyén nhu té vira néi dé théi” Jimmy néi nhu dé bao
chita.

“Nao, thoi! burng cé lam nhuw tat cd ching ta 13 nhitng ngudi théong minh ay!,”
Socks kéu lén.

“Nay, Pongo nd trd lai. Chung minh hay héi né phai lam gi by gi¢” Jimmy dé xuat.

Batemam duoc héi, ddp ngay:

“Cac ciu hiy cho né 1én giwdng va nga say roi nhe nhang di vao trong budng cua
no, dat nhitng cai dong ho nay trén san nha.”

“Cé ly day,” Jimmy noi.

Van bai bridge chua két thic nhung 1an nay ngai Oswald cap cung vdi vo va kién
nhan chi bao cho ba nhitng nwdc di sai. Phu nhan Coote vui vé tiép nhan nhung it
cht y va lai nhic di nhic lai nhiéu 1an:

“T6i hiéu, minh a. Minh that dang yéu khi cho t6i nhitng 16i khuyén d4.”

Nhung roi van tiép tuc 1am y nhu cii.

Thinh thoang, Gerald lai bao Pongo:

“Choi hay! Ban dong minh choi rat hay!”

Bill Eversleigh hoi Ronny Devereux:

“Néu vao nira dém né mdi di ngy, thi sau dé bao 1au chiing ta mdi cé thé vao? Mot
gid w?”

Bill ngdp va thém:

“That la, thudng thudng thi minh chang bao gi®¥ di ng truwdc ba gi® sdng. Nhung
t6i nay vi biét 14 bat budc phai thitc nén minh lai thay rat budn ngd. Minh cé thé cho
ai bat c cai gi dé dugc quyén di nga!”

Tat ca tuyén bd cling déu c6 cAm gidc nhu vay.

“Maria than yéu,” Ngai Oswald hoi cé vé buc minh ndi.



Phu nhan Coote 18 ra c6 thé hanh dién tra 15i 1a chdng ba ta da "chét” (bi loai ra
ngodi cudc choi) thi chang cé quyén gi ma cho nhin xét vé cach choi clia minh,
nhwng ba chang nédi gl cd ma nghiéng ngwdi vé phia trwdc nhin vio bai ctia Gerald
Wade ngobi bén tay phai minh. Nhin thay con Q, ba hét lwdng I danh ra con J va reo
1én:

“T6i that 1a sO do!”

Phu nhan Coote thu vao minh nhitng to gidy bac va ca nhitng dong tién 1é.

“Tdi biét 14 choi chwa dwgc hay 1am,” BA budn rau mot cach khodi tra tuyén bo.

“Minh sé khong bao gi¢' tré thanh duwgc mot ngu'oi choi bai bridge loc 16i.”

“Khoéng dau, 6ng ban. Minh luén luén ndi véi téi nhu vay. Thé ma toi da hét sic cd
gang day!”

“Tdi biét 12 minh rat cd gng dé tién bd trong cudc choi,” Ngai Oswald trinh trong
nai.

“puing day, 6ng ban cuia toi a... Nhung minh hiy con ng t6i mwdi shillings nhé.”

“That thé u?”

“vang. Mudi bay tram diém vi chi 1a tdm livres mudi shillings, ma minh mdi tra
toi tam livres.”

“O! T6i xin 16i minh!”

Phu nhan cwoi bubn ba va cdm lay td bac chong dua. Ba rat yéu chéng nhung
chang tdi gi ma biéu khong 6ng mudi shillings.

Ngai Oswald budc tdi gin chiéc ban, rét rdu Whisky va Soda mdi khach. P qua
ntta dém, ho chic 1an nhau ng ngon.

Budng ngu cua Ronny Devereux canh ngay bubéng Gerald Wade. Ronny dugc trao
nhiém vu 13 goi cac ban dong muu khi tdi gio hanh dong. Vi vay 1dc hai gid kém muoi
1am, anh di tdi titng phong bi mat g6 cra. Bon tré van quin 4o ngu tp hop lai cudi noi
lao xao nhung that khé khang.

“N6 d3 tat dén duoc hai muwdi phut rodi,” Ronny bao.

Mdi ngudi cAm chiéc ddng hd clia minh va mét cau héi mdi dwoce dit ra: Ai la
ngudi vao va dat chiéc dong ho trén san nha?

Ba c0 gai bi gat ra vi chic chan 13 ho s& cudi ré 1én. Bill Eversleigh cfing bi loai vi
ning can, chin bwdc thiéu nhe nhang. Jimmy va Ronny dugc dem ra cin nhéc,
nhung cudi cung nhiém vu dic biét roi vao Bateman.

“N6 di ém nhe nhu meo,” Jimmy ndi.

“Puing 1a cai gi d6 that thong minh” Socks trinh trong thi tham...

Pongo thi hanh cdéng viéc that khéo léo; anh kh& md cira khong mot tiéng dong,
lach vao trong mang theo hai dong ho, roi quay ra, ditng bén trong nguwdng ctra dén
hai chiéc khac va lam nhu thé hai 1an nita.



Cudi cting anh di ra. Moi ngudi nin thé 1ang tai nghe. Tiéng thd déu déu cta Gerald
Wade van nghe rd nhung hau nhu bi chim 1an trong nhitng tiéng tic tic clia tdm
chiéc dong ho bao thic mua tai quiy hang 6ng Murgatroyd.



Chuang Il ,
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“Trua roi!” Socks that vong tuyén bo.

Cudc dua vui thé 13 nhu phdo tit ngoi. Tuy nhién cic déng ho bao thitc da lam tron
trach nhiém vi ching d3 d6 chudng dit doi 1am cho Ronny Devereux bat ra khoi
giwvong twdng nhw da tdi ngay tan thé. Hiéu qua doi vdi phong bén canh 1a thé, nhung
con chinh phong dé thi sao?

Ronny dén ap tai vio canh cra phong Geuy... nhung chi thay nhitng tiéng tic tac
don diéu doi vao tai minh. Va ngay ldc dd, chiéc ddong hod cubi cung d6 chudng dén
ngudi diéc cling phai thay choi tai.

Pung 13 6ng Murgatroyd chang qua khoe khoang vé mén hang ciia minh nhwng cé
diéu chac chan 14 giic ngi cia Gerald Wade thach thitc moi su quay réi.

“Khong thé thé dwgc” Jimmy can nhan.

“pd 1a mdt swky la,” Bateman nghiém trang phat biéu.

“Minh thi cho 1a cdu 4y mu6n nhao bang chiing ta,” Socks bao.

TAat c& nhin c6.

“C4 thé nhu thé” Bill ndi.

“Don gian la cau ta that thong minh,” Socks bao.

Vi lic nay da qua trua nén y kién nay duwoc tat ca dong tinh. Riéng Ronny Devereux
cai:

“Ban quén 13,” Anh ndi.

“Ngay trén ban dau giwong.”

“Tuyét voi,” Ronny ndi tiép va hoi Bill.

“Trofi dat!,” Bill Eversleigh kéu 1én.

“Tat nhién,” Ronny tiép.

“Va da 12 gio 20 roil” Mot trong nhitng cd gai nhan xét.

“That 1a qua dang!,” Jimmy cham rai noi.

Bill nhin anh:

“Cau mudn noi gi vay?”

“Thé nay,” Thesiger bao.

Anh khong biét dién ta sao cho rd diéu dang suy nghi nhung lai khdng mudn néi
dai va, tuy vay...

Ronny trdm ngam.



Gitta Itc do6 thi bac quan gia Tredwell buwdc vao nhin xung quanh vé do du. Cudi
cung noi:

“TOi tuwdng Ong Bateman & day.”

“Cau ta vira di ra ngoai hién,” Ronny dap.

Ngudi quan gia dwa mat tir anh téi Jimmy va hai chang trai di theo dng ta budc ra
khoi phong an, can than khép ctra lai sau minh.

“Co viéc gi vay?” Ronny hoi.

“Thay 6ng Wade khong xuong, t6i da danh bao sai James 1én phong ngt ctia 6ng ta
va James trd xuéng vo cung xuc dong...”

Tredwell ngirng lai mot 1at roi ndi tiép:

“TOi s0, thuwa 6ng, 1a chang trai tdi nghiép da chét trong khi nga!”

Jimmy va Ronny nhin 6ng va Ronny chot kéu 1én:

“Nao... Nao! That khdng tin duocl... Gerry.”

MO0i anh run 1én va anh noi tiép:

“T6i phai di xem... di xem... C4 thé James da 1am!”

Nhuwng Tredwell gio tay ra va Jimmy nhin thiy con nguwdi nay 1am cha tinh thé
mot cach lanh lung dang kham phuc.

“Khong, thura 6ng,” Tredwell noi.

Tredwell budc di va Ronny nhu hoda da.

“Gerry!” Anh 1am bam.

Jimmy nam lay canh tay ban, diu anh t&i mot chd vang ngoai hién va kéo anh
ngoi xudng.

“Ban hay binh tinh lai di” Anh diu dang bao va ngac nhién nhin ban vi khong ngo
1a Ronny lai than thiét vdi Gerald Wade nhu vay.

“Gerry t0i nghiép,” Anh ndi, giong suy tu.

Ronny lang 18 gat dau.

“Tat ca cudc dua vui ctia ching ta vé nhitng cai dong ho bao thic lic nay duong
nhu d6 1a mot tro dua ghé sg,” Jimmy tiép tuc.

Anh néi hai 6 vé nhu linh tinh mot chit cot 1am cho Ronny binh tinh lai. Anh nay
1Am bam:

“Minh rat mong dugc gip bac sT dé biét rd...”

“Biét o cai gi kia?”

“Xem no chét vi cai gil”

Jimmy biu moi:

“Vi mot con dau tim, minh doan thé...

Nhwng Devereux cuwdi ché nhao.

“Nao, nao, Ronny!”

”



“Sao kia?”

Jimmy khé khan dé ndéi tiép:

“Cau khong tin... Khong cho la... nd bi &m sat sao? Ronny khdéng dap va tiép tuc
nhin thang trwdc mit minh.”

Thesiger 1ac dau chd dgi. Tredwell di vio phd tan sy im lang.

“Ngai bac sT mudn gap cac 6ng trong phong thu vién” Ong bao.

Ronny lao vao phia trong nha, Jimmy di theo.

BAc sT CartWright 1d mot nguwdi dan dng tré tudi, cd khudn mit thong minh va ran
r6i. Bateman vdi vé nghiém chinh nhat ddi lam cudc gidi thiéu.

“Ngudita cho toi biét 13 dng rat than vdi dng Wade phai khong?” Bac si hoi Ronny.

“T6i 13 ban than nhat cta anh ay.”

“O! Cai chét nay, du la mot chuyén buon, nhung kha don gidn. Ciu thanh nién nay
c6 mdt co thé that trang kién. Ong cé biét 14 cAu ta cd thdi quen hay dung thudc ngh
khong?”

Ronny ngo ngac nhin nguwdi bac st

“Nhung cdu ta thuong ngh rat say.”

“Ong cd bao gid nghe thay ciu 4y ca cAm vé chuyén tran troc khé nga khong?”

“Khdng bao gid' ca.”

“Thé& ma nguyén nhan cai chét that rd rang va toi e rang ching ta bat budc phai
doi héi cd mot cudc diéu tra.”

“Vay thi nguyén nhan thuc la gi? ”

“Mot lidu thudc ngu (chloral) quéd manh: con cé chiéc lo va mdt cdi c6c dé canh
giwvong.”

Lai chinh 13 Jimmy dat cAdu hoi ma anh thay 13p 16 trén doi moi ciia ban nhung
ling bung khong nodi ra dugc.

“Chac khong thé 13 mot vu... sat nhan cht, t6i doan vay?”

Ngudi bac sT quay phat lai phia anh:

“Vi sao 6ng lai héi cAu dé? Ong cd c§ gl dé nghi nhu vay?”

Jimmy nhin Ronny. Néu cu nay cé biét diéu gi d6 thi day 1 lic dé ndi ra nhung
rat dang ngac nhién 1a Ronny lac dau.

“Khong c6 mot ¢ nao ca,” Anh tuyén bd dut khoat..

“Chac chan 13 khong.”

Ronny néi bang mot giong ca quyét nhwng ngwdi bac sT dwdng nhu chua tin anh
han.

“Ong khong r6 nhitng diéu quan tAm nhat cta cdu ta u? C4 gi phién todi vé van dé
tién bac, vé tinh 4i khong?”

Devereux lai 1ac dau.



“Can phai bao cho gia dinh ciu ta” Bic si Cartwright ndi tiép.

“Gerry c6 moOt nguwdi em gai hay ding hon 1a em cung cha khac me hién séng &
Deane Priory cach day hai chuc cdy s0. Nhitng khi Wade khoéng & Luidn-don, anh
thwong tdi ¢ day.”

“Al Néu vay phai bdo cho c6 ay” Bac si ndi.

“T0i sé tdi bao,” Ronny noi.

“Cling c6 biét do6i chut. Minh da nhay vdi c6 &y mot hai lan gi d6.”

“vay, néu cau mudn, thi cing di vdi t& bang xe clia ciu. Minh khong da can dam
dé di mdt minh bao tin nay cho cd ta.”

“T¢ dang dinh dé nghi nhu thé. Td di stta soan 6 td day.”

Jimmy di ra, nhe ngudi cé viée gi d6 dé 1am vi thai d6 ctia Ronny 1am anh ngac
nhién. Cau ta biét gl hodc nghi ngd gi? Va néu cau ta cé diéu g thac mac, tai sao lai
khong héi nguoi bac si?

Chi mdt 1at sau do, xe cia hai chang trai da phéng hét toc luc trén dwong va Ronny
nai:

“Jimmy a... Minh thay ciu 1a ngudi ban tot nhat ciia minh con lai...

“Thé roi sao?”

“Minh muon ndi véi ciu cai gl dé ma ciu can phai biét...”

“Vé Gerry Wade u?”

“bung.”

Jimmy chd doi.

“Nhung té khong chic chan 13 cé cai quyén d6.”

“Tai sao vay?”

“Minh bi rang budc bdi mot thi 161 hira.”

“O! Vay c6 thé cAu chang ndi gi ca cé 18 1ai hon.”

Lai mot lic im 1ang.

“Tuy nhién, minh mudn 1a... Jimmy, cdu théng minh hon té...”

“Minh chang d4dng duoc nhu thé ddu” Jimmy phan bic manh mé.

“Khdng, minh khong thél” Ronny bat chot noi.

“Drrge thdi”

Sau mot 1at suy nghi, Ronny tiép:

“Co tarasao?”

-Ai?

“Em gai Gerry ay.”

Jimmy khodng dap ngay va khi ndi tiép, giong anh hau nhw d6i khac di mot chut:

“C6 ta rat hay... dung la rat hay.”

“Minh biét 13 Gerry rat gan bé vdi cd ta. Cau ta nhac téi co em ludn.”

”



“con c0 ta cling rat qui mén 6ng anh. Cai do... cai dé s& lam cho c6 ta choang vang
ghé gdm day.”

“pung 13 chung ta phai hoan thinh mot s ménh that nhoc nhan.”

Ho gil? yén lang mai dén khi tdi Deane Priory.

Mot ¢6 hau phong cho biét 1a cd Loraine lic nay dang & trong vuon, va bao ho
trudc tién hay gap ba Coker da.

“La ai thé?” Ronny hoi.

“Ba gia lam ban tuy tung c6 Loraine.”

Ho men theo mot 16i di nhé va khi téi dau duwdng thi nhin thy mot cd gai tré dat
hai con ché xu den gidng Tay

Ban Nha. C6 gdi nhé nhan téc hung, van bd vay 4o da tau tiu. Khong phai 13 cai
mau phai dep ma Ronny chd gip.

Nang di téi gdp d6i ban sau khi 3 ndm vong c6 mot trong hai con ché.

“Cac anh khoé ca chi?,” Nang ndi.

Phong thai cta Loraine Wade v6 cung gian di va vira ngang dau l1én nd mdt nu
cudi, d6i ma nang vira dé rng. Nang c¢é d6i mat mau xanh rat ddm bat chot md to
nhu doan ra diéu bat hanh.

Jimmy vO0i vang noi:

“pay 13 Ronny Devereux, thuwa cd Wade. Chac han 13 ¢ d3 thudng nghe néi dén.”

“O dung vay,” CO gdi ddp va cudi than mat vdi Ronny.

“Chuing tdi... Chung tdi khong thé...” Devereux ling bung dirng lai.

Jimmy nhin thdy mot 4nh lodng 1én trong d6i mat cia Loraine, anh noi:

“Tiéu thu Wade, t6i s¢'1... Chuing tdi mang dén cho c6 nhitng tin titc xau!”

“Gerry?”

“Vang... cau ay...”

Nang dam manh chan.

“Oil Néi di... Cac anh noi di!”

ROi nang ngodnh vé Ronny ndi thém:

“Hay ndi vdi toi su that dil”

Jimmy cadm thay ghen va tdi ldc ndy anh mdi thiy 18 mdt diéu ma anh chang
dam tu thd nhan: anh thAy 1 1y do vi sao ma Héléne, Nancy va ca Sock nita chang wa
anh va anh chi nghe lodng thodng Ronny bang giong nghiém trang, dap:

“vang, toi s& noi tat ca, tiéu thu Wade a. Garry da ra ngudi thién cd.”

Co gdi to ra dling cAm. Nang giat thdét nguwdi, 1ti lai mot budc va sau mot phut,
nang don dap hai:

“Nhu thé nao? Vao lic nao?”

Ronny cham rdi va nhe nhang ndi rd tat cd sy kién va nang kéu lén:



”
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“Gerry udéng thudc ngu? Khong thé thé dugc

Jimmy ném cho Ronny mot cai nhin cdnh bao vi anh ¢4 cam giac 1a Loraine trong
s ngay tho ctia minh s& ndi nhiéu.

Ppén luot minh, anh giai thich cho nang nghe 14 cé thé s& can thiét phai mé& mot
cudc diéu tra dwoc chirng nao hay chirng ay.

Nang rung minh va ti choi viéc hai chang trai md&i nang 1én xe cung vé Chimneys.
Nang cling cé mot 6 td nho hai chd ngoi...

“Nhung vi tdi cAn mot thdi gian ngin chi cd mot minh d3” Nang dau dén giai
thich.

“T6i hiéu rd diéu d6” Ronny noi.

“Phai, dung vay” Jimmy thém.

ROi ca hai nhin nang chang biét phai IAm gi nita.

“T6i rat cAm on cac anh di téi day” Loraine noi.

Ho yén lang ra xe. MOt cai gi do go bo triu nang trong ho.

“puing 1a mot phu nit can trwdng!” Ronny noi, con Jimmy thi gt dau.

“Gerry 1a ban than cta td,” Ronny noi.

“O! T4t nhién r6i.”

ROi ho that suim lang.

Ve tdi Chimneys, Jimmy gip phu nhan Coote dang tran tré nwdc mat va khong
ngirng nhac di nhic lai:

“Oi chang trai toi nghiép! Chang trai toi nghiép

va ba ké cho anh véi bao chi tiét thuwong tAm vé cai chét cia rat nhiéu ngudi ban
ctia ba.

Jimmy lam ra vé chdm chud nghe va chd¢ doi dip thuén tién rat lui ma khong lam
ba phét y. Anh treo vdi 1én thang gic, gdp Ronny vira & budng ciia Gerald Wade di ra.
Trong thay anh, ciu ta c vé sirng sot.

“T¢ vira vao tham cau ay,” Ronny nai.

“Co 1€ khong” Jimmy dap.

Jimmy tré, day sic song, v nghi vé cai chét 1am anh cdm thay kho chiu.

“T¢ nghi la tat ca nhitng ai biét ciu ta thi déu nén téi. ”

“That thé u?” Jimmy d4p. Anh cam thay Ronny Devereux t6 ra that khac la trong
truong hop nay.

“pung, d6 1a biéu hién ctia sy ton trong.”

Jimmy thd dai nhung nhuong bo.

“Pugc thoi” Anh ndi, va mim doéi moi lai, anh bwdc vao phong.

Ngudi ta dd dat nhitng bd hoa trang phia dwéi chan va gian phong duoc sap dit
gon gh&. Jimmy dwa nhanh mat nhin trén khu6én méit trang béch va bat dong.

”»
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C6 phai that day khong Gerry Wade véi khuon mat tuoi tan dé thuwong?

Anh rung minh va quay ngudi dé budc ra thi ludng nhin ctia anh vé tinh rdi xudng
mat 10 swdi va anh gidt thét: nhitng chiée ddng ho bao thitc dugc sap xép that ngay
ngan trén do... Jimmy budc ra ngodi va thay Ronny.

“Cau ta d3 yén nghi,” Anh 1ap bap.

ROi anh thém:

“Ai dd xép hang nhitng chiéc dong ho d6?”

“T& ciing chang biét nita. C6 thé 1a mdt ngudi day t4.”

“Nhung thiéu mat mot chiéc, chi con bady. Cau cé nhan thay khong?”

“Bay thay vi cho tam,” Jimmy cau may.



Chuang IV
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“T6i tuyén bd day 1a mot su thiéu than trong” Huan tudc Caterham noi.

Ong néi bang giong nhe nhang ai 0dn va nhu that hai 1ong véi tir dwoc chon.

“pung! Thiéu hoan toan su than trong. Hon nita, tdi thudng nhan thay nhing
ngudi sém sdng tu 1ap déu cé khuyét diém Ay. C6 18 ciing vi thé ma ho vo dwge hang
dong cua cai kéch xu.”

Vira néi 6ng vira budn rau dua mat nhin cai giang son cta to tién dé lai ma ong
duoc 1am chi bat dau tir ngdy hom nay. Con gai Ong, tiéu thu Eileen Brent ma cac ban
cb tang cho biét danh "Bundle” pha Ién cuoi.

“Chac 13 ba s& chang bao gid vo dugc mot khoan tién 1én,” C6 ndi.

“Pd 1a mot ngwoi dan 6ng to 16n,” Huan twdc Caterham dap.

“Nhung ma mot ngudi vo tich sy va dé thuong cé thé lai khong dd kha ning dé tra
tién thué cai "lang mo c6” nay cia ba” Bundle cudi ndi.

Huan twdc Caterham nhiu may.

“Con chang nén dung cai tir dy, Bundle. Chting ta bat dau it nghi téi chuyén khong
vui dé.”

“con khong hiéu sao ba lai dé bi xdc ddng nhu vay. Ngay nao chang cé ngudi chét
& dau dé.”

“Nhung khong cé ly nao lai 1a & nha minh” Huan twdc Caterham ndi.

“Tai sao w? Chang phai 13 ciing tai nha ndy biét bao nhiéu td tién, 6ng ba d3 nam
xuong hay sao?”

“Cai d6 hoan toan khac con a! Tat nhién la dong ho Brent phai chét ¢ day roi,
nhuwng cdi ma 1am cho ba ghét cay ghét dang 1a phai mé& mot cudc didu tra tai nha
minh. Piéu nay sé trd thanh mot théng 18! Con cé nhd cach day bon nam, chung ta di
phai chiu bao nhiéu su phién toai khong? Thé ma dé lai 14 10i ctia Georges Lomax!”

“va bay gid ba lai cho 14 tai 10i cia Coote chi gi? Con chic 13 6ng ta ciing phién ndo
chang kém gi ba dau.”

“p4 13 mot su' thidu than trong,” Huan twdc Caterham wong nganh nhac lai.

“Nhung dau cé giong nhu treong hop 1an truwde ha ba,” €6 gai ndi giong dan hoa.

“Ngudi ta cd thé nghi1a nhw thé cin ¢ vao ci tAm quan trong ma cai tay thanh
tra ngd ngan dé dit van dé va tién hanh cong viéc. Han chwa quén viéc xay ra bon
nam trudc va c tudng tuong ra 1a moi mot cai chét xay ra tai day 1a do mot vu c6 v



sat nhan kém theo 1a &m muu vé chinh tri. Con khong thay dwoc nhitng su phic tap
han 1am cho phat sinh ra dau! Tredwell d3 ké cho ba biét tat tat: han cho tim khap
moi chd nhitng ddu van tay, va di nhién 1a chi thdy mdi van tay ctia nguoi chét.
chang cé gi &m mudi trong vu viéc ndy, du chua biét rd day 1a mdt vu tu sat hay 1a
mot tai nan.”

“Con da gip Gerald Wade mot 1an,” Bundle noi.

“Khéng mot ngwoi nao dén va chét ¢ nha minh ma ba thich” Huan twdc Caterham
bwdng binh ndi.

“Con khong sao tudng twong dwoc 1a mot ngwoi nio dé lai cd y do sat hai anh ta.
Thatla quavo ly.”

“Tat nhién 13 tat cad moi nguwdi déu nghi thé. Phai 13 mot con ltra nhu vién thanh
tra Haglan mdi dat van dé nguwoc lai.”

“Con cho 13 6ng ta muon ra vé tinh thong nghé nghiép trong viéc di tim nhitng dau
van tay. Hon nita ngudi ta da két ludn dé 1a mot cai chét vi tai nan phai khong ba?”

Hudn twdc Caterham git dau.

“Phai, ngudi ta bat budc phai ton trong nhitng v kién clia ngudi em gai nd. Wade 12
em gai anh ta sao? Thé ma con khong biét day.”

“Em gai cung cha khac me, ba cho 1a thé... Ong ngirng lai vi Bundle vira chay ra
ngoai hién va hach dich goi:,” Mac Donald! Vua ctia nhitng nguoi lam vuon budce tdi
gan va nhéch mot nu cwdi gidu dwdi vé thuong von rau rau thay cho 10i chao..

“Ong c6 khoé khong?” Bundle hoi.

“sttc khde clia toi khong dugce tot idm.”

“Ta mudn trao doi vdi 6ng vé cai bii choi cu 1an, cd moc lu bu. Cn phai cho sira
sang ngay lai.”

Mac Donald 1ac 1ac dAu nghi ngai:

“Can phai rat william tir khu dwéi 1én, thwa tiéu thu.”

“Céc can cai khir dwdi dy. Phai bat dau sira bii choi ngay, a! Con mot viéc khac nita
day.”

“Da vang, thua tiéu thu.”

“Hay hai vé day cho chiing ta mot vai chm nho. Ta biét 14 chua phai lic dé hai vi
chang bao gi¢ 1a phai ltic c3, nhung ta van mudn c6 ngay bay gid.”

ROi Bundle tré lai thu vién noi:

“Con muodn trao d6i mdt chut véi Mac Donald ba a. Ba ¢ mudn néi gi khéng?”

“cé, nhung chang cd gl quan trong. Tai sao con lai mudn trao doi véi Mac Donald?

“pé th ngan han chd cd tu so minh véi ddc chta Cha! Nhung dé 1a mot viéc khé.
Con thiy nhu ho nha Coote khéng 1am cho han phuc... Phu nhan Coote thudc vao loai



phu n nhu thé nio ha ba?”

Huln tudc Caterham suy nghi mot phiit.

“Ba cho la ba ta rat sg tat cad moi thir va da that sy khiép hai vé chuyén nhitng
chiéc dong ho bo thic.”

“Nhitng chiéc dong ho bao thitc nao vay?”

“Tredwell vira ké lai vdi ba: bon thanh nién tro  ddy muén bay mdt trd dua vui véi
ciu thanh nién Wade, ban cta ho, bang cich mua nhiéu déng hd bao thic va gidu
vao trong buéng ngh cta cau ta. Nhung roi chang trai tdi nghiép nay bi chét va cai tro
dua ay trd thanh khing khiép.”

Bundle gat diu.

“Tredwell con ké vdi ba chuyén gi dé kha ky quic vé nhitng chiéc dong ho bao thirc
nay. Mot ngwdi ndo dé hinh nhw da bay thanh hang ngay ngan trén mat 1o sudi, sau
cai chét ciia chang trai xau so nay.”

“Thé thi co gi 1a ky quac?” Bundle hoi.

“Ba cling khong rd nhu thé ndo, nhung coi nhu mot viéc ngau nhién vi chang cé ai
chiu tht nhan 13 da sap xép cé trat ty nhitng chiéc dong hd dd ca. TAt ca cac day td
déu bi tra hoi va déu song chét thé 1a khdng hé dung tay vao. Riéng chuyén nay cling
d3 tao nén mot cdi gi d6 bi hiém roi. vién kham cap''’ da dat cac ciu hdi vé viéc dé
trong qua trinh diéu tra, nhung khong c6 mot tia sang nao. Va lai, rdt kho biét dugc
tir xa nhitng sy viéc nhu loai dé va ba ciing chi ndm duwgc mdt phan nhitng gi ma
Tredwell ndi... Va... con day nita, chang trai dé di chét trong budng nga cta con,
Bundle a!”

“Tai sao lai 1a buéng con?”

“puing nhu diéu ba da néi,” Huan twéc néi giong chién thang.

“Tuy nhién diéu dé cling chang 1dm cho con xao xuyén,” Bundle diing cam tuyén
bo.

“Nay, vdi ba thi chuyén nhu thé 1a da 1am cho kho chiu. Roi 4c mong sé quay roi,
roi s& nhin thay nhitng ban tay xuong xau hoidc nhitng day xich sat kéu 1én kén ket.”

“Thé ma,” Bundle ndi.

“Thinh thodng ba ciing nhin thay day!,” Huan tuwdc Caterham vira thot 1én vira run.

“May thay la con lai khong mé tin di doan” Bundle dong dac bao.

Tuy vay, budi tdi hdm dé, ltic ngdi trude 10 swdi, y nghi clia tiéu thu Eileen ciing trd
vé v@i chang trai tré vui twai Gerry Wade. Khong sao cd thé tin duwoc 13 mot con ngudi
yéu doi nhu vy ma lai cé thé cd y tu sat. C6 thé dung 13 anh ta d& vo tinh udng mot
litu thudc ngd qua manh. €6 thé nhu thé 1am chir. Bundle dau cé ngd Wade 13 mot
chang trai rat muc théng minh.

Ludng nhin cta nang quay vé phia 16 swdi va nang bat dau nghi téi nhitng chiéc



dong ho bao thuc.

C6 hau phong dem dén cho nang mot chi tiét chic 1 Tredwed da bd sét, né da goi
tri td mo ctia cd thidu nit: bay chiéc ddng hd dwgc sap hang trén mait 10 swdi sau cai
chét cla Gerry va cai thit tdm thi duoc tim thay trén co, dudi cira sé chac 13 qua dé
nguoita da ném no ra. Nhung tai sao?

Eileen ngac nhién vi chi tiét nay. Rat cé thé 1a mot nguwdi day t& da xép cac dong hod
trén ndc 10 swdi nhung bi tra hdi, sg va chéi bién, nhung chac 13 chang cé da nao
trong bon chung lai ném mot vat nhu thé ra vuon.

Gerry Wade, noi gidn vi hdi chudng dau tién did cé mot c chi buc bdi chang?
Nhung khong: Bundle nhd 1a d3 nghe ndi trwde khi chét vao lic gin binh minh thi
anh ta d3 § trong tinh trang mé man bat tinh kia ma.

Thuc su cai cadu chuyén vé nhitng chiéc dong ho nay that 1a ky quic va Bundle
nghi 13 cd thé trao do6i chuyén nay vdi Bill Eversleight trudc dé ciing 13 mot trong
nhitng khach mai.

CO gai c6 thdi quen 12 mudn lam gi 13 1am ngay 14p tic. CO6 ding 1én, tdi gan ban
gidy von 13 mot cai ban kham, ngan kéo cé tru xoay. Khi md, c6 cadm thay co cai gi giit
lai, nh¢ 1a cling moét 1An nhu thé vi ¢ mot chiéc phong bi 1am nghén tAm xoay. Co
bén cAm mot lwdi dao méng luén vao khe: mot manh giay toi ra.

Bundle cAm 13y va thay dé la nhitng dong dau ctia mot bic thw. Ngay thang ghi &
trén cling lam nang chu y: 21 thang Chin.

“21thang Chin” Nang cham rai néi, nhuwng dung 1a..

Nang dirng lai dé suy nghi. Pung 1a ngdy hdm sau ngudi ta thdy Wade da chét. vay
thi 14 thu nay phai dugc viét ngay toi hom xay ra tham kich. Bundle 1ay tay vudt
phang ra roi doc:

Loraine than mén>

Anh trd lai vao ngay thi? tu. Anh rdt khoé va sé rat hai long duoc gdp lai em. Em hdy
quén di nhitng gi anh ndi vé bdy chiéc mdt dong ho: anh cho dd chi la chuyén dua vui,
nhung vé cing nghiém trong ddy. Anh thdy héi hdn la da ndi vdi em chuyén do vi khéng
phdi la loai cong viéc ma mot dira tré nhu’ em duroc dinh vao. Vay thi em hdy quén cdi do
di... Anh mudn ndi vdi em chuyén khdc nita... Nhirng buoén ngti qud roéi, anh khong sao
gift cho déi mat khéng dip lai nita... 0! S 1a chuyén vé Lurcher. Anh tin ld...>

Blc thu dirng lai & day.

Bundle yén lang, d6i may cau lai: "Bay chiéc mat dong ho”! €6 phai l1a c6 mot khu
pho thap cia Ludn Pon mang cai tén nay? Hon nita may tiéng nay goi 1én trong co
mot ky niém khac, nhung trong lic c6 khong sao nhd lai duge do6 1a cai gi. Co chay
dén hai ciu: "Anh rat khoé" va 'nhuwng buén nga qua roi, anh khong sao giit cho doi
mat khoi dip lai nita". Dwdng nhuw né khdng dn nhap chit ndo véi diéu ngudi ta dugc



biét. Vi budi t&i dé Gerry Wade d& uéng mot lidu chloral rat manh dén ndi anh khong
thic day duoc nita. Vay, néu nhitng dong viét ctia anh 1a dung, thi tai sao anh lai
uong liéu thuéc manh dé?

Bundle 13c d4u, nhin xung quanh va khé ring minh.

Gerald Wade d3 chét trong budng nay... Co van im lim bat déng duy chi cd tiéng tic
tac nho nhé cta chiéc d6ng ho ma vang bé xiu ctia ¢d pha v& sy yén lang.

ROi dOt nhién cd dwa mat nhin 1én bé 16 sudi: bay chiéc dong hod bao thitc hién ra,
tiéng tic tic cta ching vang 1én day ap gian budng va c¢d nhin thiy ngudi chét nam
trén girong cua co...

1] Ngudi trdédng coi viéc khadm cac vu hod hoan, tai nan chét ngudi, cac vu chét bit thudng & nudc Anh.



Chuadng V )
NGUGI THANH NIEN TREN PUONG VANG

“Ba 0il,” Bundle diy ctra phong lam viéc ctia huan twdc Caterham thd dau vao ndi.

“Nhung ching ta mdi trd vé day hdm qua” Cha c6 ndi bang mot giong rén ri.

“Con biét chi¥; nhwng duwdng nhw d3 hang mot thé ky roi. Con dd quén 13 & nong
thon that vd cuing budn chan.”

“Ba khong nhat tri véi con dau. Khong mot noi nao nguwoi ta tim thay su yén binh
va tién nghi nhw ¢ nong thon. Ba khong biét ndi véi con 13 ba hai long dén mic nao
khi cé Tredwell & bén canh. Con nguwoi nay da tién dodn duwgc v mudn cda ba mot
cach tuyét voi.”

“Piéu dod doi vdi con chuwra d,” Bundle ndi.

Huan tuwdc Caterham giat nay nguoi.

“Chting ta ha 13 chang d3 cé day dt cach day bon ndm roi w?” Ong rén ri hdi con.

“Nhung con con mudn ¢ nhitng cdm xuc khac nita kia,” Eileen cai.

“Kinh nghiém da day ba,” Cha c6 dap.

“vay thi, ba di vdi con! Nhung phai khin truong vi con rat voi.”

HuAn tudc Caterham dang bat dau ding 1én lién dirng lai.

“Con voi a?” Ong hoi.

“Rat voi” Bundle ndi.

“Vay thi ba quyét dinh 1a khong di nita. Ngbi trong chiéc Hispano do con lai lic
dang rat voi ld mot thi thach nghiét ngd do6i véi mdt ngudi & tudi ba.”

“Tuy ba thoi” Con gai 6ng vira ndi vira bu'dc di.

CO6 vira ra khai thi Tredwed xuat hién.

“Ngai Phé Gidm muc rat mudn dugc gip dé ban véi ngai huin tudc vé cudc tranh
cdi noi 1én tir qui ché td chitc d6i nam thanh nién.”

Huln twdc Caterham rén ri vé that vong.

“Tdi c6 thé hiéu 13,” BAc quan gia ndi tiép.

“Bac da bao ong ta thé ch?” Huan twdc vdi vang hoi.

“Vang, thuwa ngai Huan twdc. Va ngdi Phé Gidm muc di ra vé, vira di vira chay.
Mong 1a t6i khéng nham thwa Huan tuwdc.”

“Chac chan 13 khong roi. Tredwell, bac da x su rat hay.”

Bac quan gia mim cwdi va lui ra.

Trong ltc dd, Bundle bdp coi inh 6i trudec hang rao khu vuon. Mot ¢6 gai nhd tu



choi chay ra va me c6 bé bao co:

“Mau 1én, Katie. Tiéu thu Eileen d4y. Cling nhw moi khi, c6 rat voi dé.”

pung vay, theo thdi quen Bundle bao gi¥¥ cling rat voi va, nhat 13 khi c¢d didu khién
6 td. €O khéo léo, diing cam va co thuc tai 1ai xe. Néu khong thi tdc dd xe phdng nhu
dién, cd da gay ra rat nhiéu diéu bat hanh.

Po 1a mot ngay thang muoi dep trdi: bau troi xanh, mat troi chdi loi. Khong khi
song dong quat manh vao d6i ma co gai. C6 cdAm thay nhu dang song lai.

CO d3 gtri 14 thu viét d§ ca Gerry cho Loraine Wade sang nay thém vao mot vai 10i
chia bubn. Sw &m anh nang né va la ky cta la thuw dé dé nang 1én cb gidm di mot phan
nho anh sdng trdi va toc dd cta chiéc Hispano trén con dwdng vang vé.

Tuy nhién c6 mudn cé mot 10i giai thich. C6 s& di gip Billa Eversleigh dé nam dwac
nhitng diéu chinh xac vé cudc hdi tu § Chimneys da két thic that 1a bi tham.

Bat thinh linh, mdt ngwoi dan dng nhod 1én canh hang rao bén duong, drng ngay
trude mii 6 t6 1am xe khong sao dirng lai kip. Bundle dung hét sic danh tay 1ai sang
bén phai, chi mdt chut nita 1a xe 1an xudng ho. €6 d3 hadm kip va tin chic 13 khong
dung vao nguoi dan ong dé.

ROi cO quay lai va thay bi mot con "sdc” kinh hoang khi nhin thay nguwoi dan dng
nam séng xodi bt ddng, mat Gp xudng dat.

CO gai nhay ra ngoai xe va chay dén.

TU trudc dén giv xe ¢6 chi mdi chet chét mot con ga mai gia va cai y nghi khong
phai minh gy ra tai nan cting khéng 1am cho ¢6 thay mot chut an Gi njo.

Nguwoi dan 6ng cd vé nhu say rwdu, nhwng chinh c6é da giét ga. Tim trong nguc co
d4p manh vang 1én dén ca hai tai.

CO quy xubng bén canh va It ngwoi gd 1én mot cach than trong. Ngudoi dan 6ng
khong quen biét nay im lim, khéng cé dén mot tiéng rén.

CO gai thay ga 1a mdt thanh nién, c6 khuén méat wa nhin va an van chinh té. c6
khong thdy mot vét thwong ndo bén ngodi, nhung rd rang 12 ga da chét hoic sap chét.
Mi mat gi giat giat, mat gd hé mé&, d6i mat mau nau 10 vé dau dén.

Ga thanh nién nhw mudn ndi diéu gi dd, Bundle nghiéng ngudi xudng ga...

Co cam thay ga cé didu gi muodn cap tdc ndi ra nhwng cd chang sao gitp ga duac.

Cudi cling ga thi thao bang giong rin rit:

“Bay Con SO..., bdo...”

“R0” Bundle noi.

Chac han 13 tén mot ngudi ndo d6 ma con ngudi khon kho nay dang cd sic phat
am.

“Nao, toi phai bao cho ai day?”

“Jimmy Thesiger” Cudi cting ga 1ap bap roi bat ngd dau g ngit ra sau va co thé gi



xep xudng hoan toan.

Eileen IUi lai. C6 run ray tir dau dén chan vi khdng ngd 1a mdt su kién khiing khiép
nhu vay lai ¢ thé xay ra véi minh: ngudi dan 6ng ndy da chét va chinh cd da giét gi.

Co ging stic 14y lai binh tinh. Phai lAm gi day?

C6 nghi ngay t6i mot thay thudc. Rat ¢ thé 13 nan nhan chi ngat di thoi...

Ly tri bao nguoc lai, nhung c6 ¢t gang hanh dong nhu khong phai thé.

Bang cach nay hodc cach khdc, cd phai dua duwgc gi vao trong xe va dén nhi mot
ngudi thay thudc gan nhat.

Chi ¢ mdi mdt minh trén dwdng, vay 1a chang cé ai gitip duoc co.

Bundle manh dé nhung cling cdp va bap thit ran chic. €6 14i chiéc Hispano dén
sat nan nhan roi tap trung toan luc cd kéo va day gi vao trong xe.

P4 12 mot viéc thé tham nhung cd da lam gon.

ROi ¢ ngdi vao xe va nd may. Puoc hai cay sd, cod di vao mot thanh phé nhé va
ngwdi ta chi cho c6 nha ctia ngwoi thay thudc.

Bac s Cassel, mdt ngudi dan 6ng dé gan, trac trung nién l1ay 1am ngac nhién khi
thay mot cd gai bwdc vao dang trong tinh trang sip ngat, 13p bap néi that ddt ngot:

“T0i... cho 13 minh da giét chét mot ngwoi. Xe cta toi dad dung... tdi chd dén cho
ong... toi... t6i da phong qua nhanh... t6i luén cho xe di qua mau.”

Ngudi bac si liéc nhin Bundle roi dén gan cai ké cAm lay mot chiéc coc, rét vao do
mot chut thudc tang luc, dua cho cd, bao:

“Uong diva co sé thay tinh hon.”

cd nghe theo, udng can va doi ma nhot nhat cia ¢d dd cé mdt chit sac hong.
Nguoi bac sto vé ungy.

“Tot! By gi¥ c6 hiy ngdi chd day dé tdi xem cé lam gi duwgc cho chang trai tdi
nghiép nay khong. ROi tdi trd lai va ching ta s& noéi chuyén.”

Ong di ra va Bundle may méc nhin cai dong ho treo, thiy 6ng ving mit hai muoi
phut.

Canh cta lai mé& va ngudi thay thudc budc vao. €6 gai nhan thiy thai dd ong doi
khac. Ong cé dang vé nghiém trong dong thoi kém binh tinh hon. €6 khong 1o tai sao
hinh nhu 6ng cé mot xic dong nao do.

“Nao, c6 hay ké cho t6i nghe cai gl d3 xay ra ndo. Cd cho 1a xe minh di chet vao
nguoi do u?”

Bundle ké lai cho 6ng nghe tit cd nhitng gl xay ra. Nguwdi bac sichidm chi nghe.

“Vay xe cua cd khong de 1én ngudi anh ta ch?” Cubi cuing 6ng hoi.

“Khong, toi con tin la da tranh duoc...”

“CO bao la anh ta di ngat ngudng?”

“Vang t0i nghila anh ta say rugu.”



“Anh ta tir phia hang rao di ra?”

“Cé moOt rao chan & chd dy. Anh ta bat budc phai qua dd.”

Ngudi thiy thudc git dau, ngdi ngd ngudi trén ghé, ha kinh deo mat xudng va
tuyén bo:

“T6i van cho 1a cd rat litu linh va mot ngay nao d6 sé chet ngudi va gy 4n mang...
nhuwng lan nay thi c6 vo can!”

“Thé 1a sao, thura bac si?”

“Xe 0 t0 khong hé cham vao nguoi nay. Anh ta bi chét vi mot vién dan!”



Chuang VI
LAI LA B2y Con Sé&

Bundle ngo ngac nhin 6ng. Nhwng tat cd nhitng gi xay ra trong bon muoi lam phut
vira qua doi vdi c6 nhu 1a hu 4o thi lic nay lai tré thanh binh thuong.

Trong khoang mot hay hai phut c6 gitt yén ldng. Khi lai 1én tiéng thi nguwoi thiéu
nit s6i noi dién khiing d& nhuwdng cho cho Eileen dich thuc, binh tinh, thuc té va muc
thudec.

“Lam sao lai cd thé nhu thé duoc?”

“T6i dau co biét,” Ngudi bac silanh lung noi.

Bundle gt git dau.

“van dé 1a phai biét,” Bc s Cassel tiép tuc.

“Khong.”

“That ky cuc vi néu dé 1a mot tai nan thi ngudi gy ra phai chay téi citu hd... néu
con chut lwong tam.”

“Khong c6 mot ai trén duwong ca” Bundle noi.

“Theo t0i,” Ngwoi thay thudc ndi tiép.

“Cé thé 1a ddng co xe ctia toi da at di.”

“Cé thé nhu vay. Trudc khi tat thd, anh ta cé néi gi khong? ”

“C6 1am rdm mot vai tiéng: anh ta muodn bao cho mot trong nhitng nguwoi ban... va
noéi dén Bay Con S0.”

“Htrm!,” Bac s1 Cassell ndi.

Ho cung lén xe, chiéc Hispano ctia cd gai di t§i don canh sat gdp mot vién thanh
tra. Vién thanh tra t6 ra dac biét quan tam dén su viéc nay khi c6 gai khai rd danh
tinh ciia minh.

“p6 1a bon tré nhai ranh nghich ngom thudng luén ding sting ban vao bay chim sé
ma khong ngd' la c6 ngu'di sau mot cai hang rao!”

Ngudi bac sithay khé ma chip nhan duoc gid thiét nay nhung 6ng biét 1a vu viéc
s& mau chéng duoc trao vao tay nhitng ngwdi thong thao hon nén nghi 1a chang can
phai phan khang lic nay.

“Ong c6 biét tén nan nhan khong?” Vién thanh tra hoi vd nhdm nham chiéc but
chi.

“Anh ta c6 trén ngudi mot danh thiép mang tén Ronny Devereux ggi 1én trong dau
c6 mot ky niém. Hinh nhu c6 d3 nghe thay tén nay & dau dé nhung mai dén ldc xe ¢



trén duwong phéng vé lau dai Chimneys c6 mdi nhé ra. Ronny Devereux (hoac Ronald
Devereux) la mdt nguoi ban cua Bill ¢ co quan ngoai giao, ban cua Bill va cling 1a ban
ctia Gerald wWade.”

Khi nhd lai dugc diéu nay, Bundle bi chéch tay 14i lam xe xuyt ddm nhao xudng ho
bén duong.

“Trudc tién 13 Gerald Wade, roi sau d6 Ronny Devereux!”

Cai chét cta Gerald cé thé do hiu qua clia mot sv vung dai nao dé, nhung con cai
chét ctia Ronny thi chac chan c6 mot nguyén nhan bi thiét hon.

Bat chot, c6 gdi nhé tdi mot diéu khac niva: By Con SO!

Khi nguwoi hap hoi ndi ra nhitng tir nay, cd nghe nhw ¢d cai gi dé quen tai va ldc
nay c6 nhd lai 12 vi sao. Gerald Wade d3 ndi dén BAY MAT PONG H0 trong 14 thu viét
d@, 14 thu cudi cung gti cho c6 em gdi cing cha khac me, mot vai gid trwde khi chét. O
day céd mot su trung hop ma y nghia ra sao thi Eileen hoan toan khong rd.

Vira nghi dén nhitng diéu dé cb vira cho xe di chdm lai mdt cach khac thwong nén
chang ai con nhan ra c6 nita. €6 cho xe vao gara va di tim cha.

HuAn tudc Caterham dang mé mai viui dau vao doc mdt ban tong ké cac loai sach
quy hiém, v6 cting ngac nhién nhin thay con gai minh xuét hién.

“Sao!,” Ong kéu 1én.

“Con chwa di tdi Luan bon,” Bundle dap.

“Thé nao! Con ndi sao?”

“Khong phai 1a chet séng. Ngudi ta da ban gi.”

Khong thé thé dugc.

“Con ciing chang biét 13 cé thé thé dugc khong, nhung 1a nhu thé day.”

“vay tai sao con lai ban vao ngudi ta?”

“Khong phai la con...”

“Con khong bao gid dwgc ban vao bat ky ai,” huan twéc Caterham tiép tuc.

“Nhung con d3 ndéi 1a khong phai con ban!”

“vay thi ké ndo ban?”

“Chang c6 ai biét ca.”

“Xem nao,” Huan twdc Caterham ndi.

“Nguoi dé khong bi xe can” Bundle noi.

“Nhung con vira néi vdi ta xong.”

“Con ndi la con twdng can vao anh ta.”

“Ba gia du 13 mdt banh xe ctia con bi nd. Tiéng nd trong trwdng hop nay thuwdng
gidng véi tiéng stng nd, it ra thi ngudi ta cling khang dinh nhu vy trong céc tiéu
thuyét trinh tham.”

“Ba 0i! Ba hoan toan vo 1y va bd éc cta ba hinh nhw chang hon bd éc mdt con thd



la may.”

“Nhung d6 13 16i & con,” Cha c6 phan bac.

Bundle phat ra mot tiéng tho dai.

“Ba hdy chu y nghe con,” Cd bao, rdi sau khi ké xong c hdi.

“Hiéu, hiéu rat rd. Ba tha cho con cai tdi 1a da hoi bi hoang h6t day, con gai a. vaba
thay 1a minh da khong bi xa su that 1a may khi cha ndi trwdc khi con di 1a ngudi nao
mudn di tim kiém nhitng diéu phién todi thi bao gi¢ cling dé dang tim dudgc. Ba lay
lam sung swéng,” Ong khé ring minh noi tiép.

Ong cAm lay quyén muc luc sach va Bundle lai cAt tiéng hoi:

“Ba 0i!l BAY MAT DONG HO & dau vay?”

“® khu phia bdng, nhung chwa chic 1am, ba chua téi d6 bao gidy. Ba 14y 1am vui
mirng vi tin 13 & d6 chang cé 1am cho ba thich ca... nhuwng nay that la lung hinh nhw
gan day ba cd nghe thay ai ndi dén cai do.”

“Ba c6 biét mdt ngudi nao dé tén la Jimmy Thesiger khong?”

Huan twdc tai chdi dau chdi miii vao cudn muc luc sach. Ong d3 cd gang dé hiéu
con gai 6ng muodn ndi gl vé van dé BAY MAT BONG HO, nhung vo ich.

“Thesiger,” Ong khé& 1am bam.

“Nhung chinh 1a cai d6 ma con héi ba day. Ba hdy nghe con, quan trong day ba a.”

Huan tudc cd ging mot cach that vong dé té ra chu y va dng noi:

“Céd mot dong ho Thesiger & Yorshire, nhung cha tin rang cfing cé & Devonshire
nita. CO rudt con, co Celina da 1ay chong 1a mot nguwoi trong dong ho Thesiger day.”

“Nhuwng diéu do thi gitp ich gi duwoc cho con chit” Bundle kéu 1én.

Huan twéc Caterham cat tiéng cudi.

“piéu dd, du sao chang nita, ddi véi cd Celina cling chang gitip ich dwgc g nhiéu,
néu ba khong nhd nham.”

“Oi, ba that 14 qua dang!,” Bundle ndi va dirng 1én.

“pung thé,” Cha c6 bao, vé 1o dang.

Tiéu thu Eileen thé& dai va nhu tu bao:

“Ta mudn nhd lai that duing nhitng gi viét trong birc thw dé. Ta da chwa doc that
k{. Hinh nhw day 1a mot tro dua vui va Wade ndéi 1a vu viéc vé Bay Con S6 khong phai
nhu vay.”

Huan tuwdc Caterham chot budng cudn sach xubng:

“Bay Con S0!,” Ong noi.

“Ba hiéu nhu thé ndo vé thu canh cio?”

“Ba khong biét rd 1am. Anh ta khdng cho ba biét chi tiét. Nhung ba nhé 14 14 thu
viét: "Hay liéu hon sé cd tai hoa gidng xubng dau... va 14 thw dé tir khu Bay Con SO giti
tdi. ROi Lomax di Luan bon dé bdo vdi Scotland Yard'"'. Con cd biét anh ta cht?”



Bundle gat diu. Pung la co cd biét Georges Lomax, Qudc vu th khanh phu trach
cong tac d6i ngoai ma nhidu nguwdi xa lanh vi cai tat kinh nién thuong nhu doc dién
van trong cac cudc chuyén tro.

“Ba hay cho con biét,” C6 hoi cha.

“Ba khong biét nita. Ba va 6ng ta khong néi gi vé viéc dd.”

CO gai gil yén lang trong mot 1at. C6 dang tim cach nhd lai nhitng ciu viét trong
birc thw c6 da giti cho Loraine Wade. C6 cling goi lai trong tri nhd hinh anh ctia ngu'oi
nhan 14 thw, cang suy nghi cd lai cang thay nhitng 10i 1€ trong 14 thw that khac
thuwong. Mot ngudi anh viét thu cho em gai khong 18 lai viét nhu vay,

“Ba cO bao con la c6 bé Wade chila em gai cung cha khac me vdi Gerald phai khong
a?” Bundle bat chot hoi cha.

“Thuc ra cling chang phai 13 anh em nita.”

“Nhung c6 ta mang ho Wade!”

“Khong phai thé dau. Cha ctia Gerald tuc huyén véi mot ngudi dan ba da ly hon véi
mot tén tudng cwdp. Ong ta rat thuwong yéu con bé, con riéng ciia vg nén da cho c6 bé
nay mang ho ctia 6ngta.”

“Thé 13 moi cai déu sang t6” Bundle 1am bam.

“Cai gl sang t6?”

“Cai gl d6 ma con ciing khdng hiéu nita.”

“Ba thay con bé Loraine 1a mot cd gai xinh dep day” Huan twdc Caterham két luan.

Bundle trAim ngAm suy nghi ldc nang di 1én budng riéng. Nang cé rat nhiéu viéc dé
lam. Pau tién 1a tim gdp cai anh chang Jim Thesiger dy. Bill cé thé gitip nang tim dé
dang vi Ronny Devereux la ban anh ta va néu Thesiger quen biét Ronny thi tat 13 Bill
cling phai biét anh ta. ROi Loraine Wade c thé cung cip cho anh ta mot vai diém rd
rang veé bi 4n cuia cai goi 1 Bay Con S8 vi 1d rang 1a Gerry Wade da ndi véi co... va cai
diéu Wade yéu cau c6 ta hdy quén di mang mot y nghia xau va that dang sg.

11 S& canh sat Anh.



Chuang VI , ,
MOT cUQC THAM VIENG CUA BUNDLE

Khong c6 gi 1a qua khé khan vdi co gai 1a lién lac vdi Bill Eversleigh. C6 1ai xe vao
thanh pho, 1an nay khdng cé gi xay ra va goi dién cho anh. Bill t6 ra rat vui va lap tic
moi Bundle cting di an trwa hodc an toi vdi anh, nhung cb tir chdi va ndi thém:

“T6i vao thanh phd vi c6 mot viéc quan trong. Anh cd biét mot thanh nién tén 1a
Jimmy Thesiger khong?”

“Tat nhién 1a co biét rdi va ca cbd nita chit”

“Nhung khong, toi cé biét dau.”

“Khdng thé nhu thé dugc... TAt cd moi ngudi déu biét Jimmy ma.”

“TAt cA moi ngudi, cé thé nhu thé nhung tdi thi khong.”

“Thé ndo? Chac 12 ¢d da nhin thay Jimmy véi bd mit dé hong va dang diéu tir ton
gian di, nhung dau dc cau ta ciing chang kém gi toi dau.”

“That thé u?,” Bundle vui vé dap lai.

“Co phai day 1a mot 10i nhao bang?”

“Chi don gian 13 mot y mu6n hai huwde dua vui.”

Jimmy Thesiger lam gi vay?

“Chang cé gi dac biét.”

“Al T6i thay roi, Anh ta cd nhiéu tién hon 1a dau 6¢?”

“T6i khong ndi diéu dé. Trai lai, vira ndy t6i d3 bao ciu ta théng minh hon 1a ¢6 cd
thé twéng.”

Bundle yén ling, vi chang trai v cdng rdi nghé ndy dwdng nhu chua thé 1am mot
d6ng minh dang tin cdy. Thé ma chinh 13 tén chang ta ma nguwdi hap hoi nhac dén.

Tiéng Bill lai vang 1én trong may:

“Ronny ludn cd y niém tot vé cdu nay. CO cd biét Ronny Devereux chi? Thesiger 1a
ban tot nhat ctia Ronny day.”

Bundle thay lu®ng lu. RG rang 13 Bill chwa biét cai chét ctia Devereux va cb gai rat
ngac nhién 13 cac t& bao budi sdng khdng ding tai tin ndy, tin ma 18 ra cic bao phai do
x0 dén. Chi c6 mot 101 gidi thich duy nhat cho hién tuong nay 1a: vi nhitng ly do dac
biét, canh sat da gilt kin vu viéc.

Bill tiép tuc nai:

“p3 1au rdi t6i chwa gip Ronny... K& tir cai chét ctia Gerry Wade tdi nghiép tdi gid...,”
Anh nglrng lai r6i tiép.



“Tat nhién roi.”

“Vi thay c6 chang ddp lai, t6i cho 14 cd da treo may roi.

“Khong, toi dang ban suy nghi...”

Liéu c6 nén cho Bill biét cai chét ctia Ronny khong? C6 quyét dinh 1a chua nén...
Pay khong phai 12 mdt thdng tin dé lién lac bang dién thoai. Nhung c¢d phai cho
Eversleigh biét sdm 1a can thiét.

-Bill -A 10!

“Anh cé muon chung ta cung an to0i vao ngay mai khong?”

“O thé thi con gi hon nita, roi sau d6 chung ta di khiéu vii ch@? T6i ¢ rat nhiéu
diéu dé noi vai cd. Thoi gian gan day to6i khong dwgc may man lam.”

“Anh sé& ké védi tdi diéu dé vao ngdy mai nhé,” R6i Bundle ddt ngdt cat dut cau
chuyén.

“Clia Jimmy Thesiger?”

“Vang.”

“Cau ta cé mot can ho tai Jermyn Street. Hiy chd mot ti, toi tim so nha...,” Yén lang
mot 1at, roi.

“Tat nhién roi.”

“s0 nha 1a 103.”

“103. Cam on Bill.”

“Vvang, nhung... vi sao c6 lai can cai d6? c6 da bao vdi toi 1a khong quen biét cau dé
ma.”

“T0i s€é quen anh ta trong khodng nira gio nita.”

“cd dén tham ciu ta u?”

“Hoan ho, Sherlock!”

“Nhung... trwdc hét 1a ciu ta chuwa nga day.”

“Sao, chura nga day?”

“Tai sao cau ta lai phai diy sém khi khong can thiét?”

Chic c6 chang nghi rang tdi d3 phai ging stc nhu thé ndo dé cé mat tai day ldc
mudi mot gid sang vi néu tdi d€n mudn thi Lomax chang dé tdi yén. 6 thiy dy, co
Bundle! buing 13 t6i kéo dai cudc sdng ctia mdt ngudi ti kho sai.

“Anh s& ndi vdi tdi chuyén d6 vao ngay mai” C6 voi vang bao roi treo ong nghe 1én
gid va ngdm tém tat tinh thé: Iic ndy 13 muwdi hai gir kém hai mwoi 1dm phut. Du Bill
d4 ndi roi, Bundle cho 1a tay Thesiger d6 van san sang tiép khach.

Vivay cd goi taxi va bdo dua tdi sd nha 103 pho Jermyn Street.

Mot nguwoi day td trai céd dang vé cua nhitng ngwoi hau & cic nha danh gid ra mdé
ctra cho co.

“Xin mdi ba di theo 16i nay!” G& néi va dan tiéu thu Eileen tdi mot phong khach rat



sang vdi nhitng ghé banh boc da to rong. Mot c6 gii toc hung, vdy 4o den, tré hon
Bundle chut it dang ngdi lot thom trong mot chiéc ghé banh.

“Thua ba, toi phai bdo cht nhu thé njo day?” Ngudi day td hoi.

“Ong Thesiger chua biét toi,” Bundle dap.

Anh ngudi hau trinh trong nghiéng minh va di ra, khé khép cira lai phia sau han.

MOt 1at yén lang.

“Mot budi sang that dep” CO gi téc hung rut ré.

“Rat dep” Bundle c6ng nhan.

Lai yén lang.

“Toi tir ndng thoén di 6 td téi diy sang nay, c twdng bi mot budi mu swong thi rat
trd ngai, nhuwng rat may troi lai sang dep.”

“Dung vay” C6 gai toc hung dap va thém, toi cling tir nong thon ra.

Bundle cham chd nhin c6 ta. Sw c6 mit cia cd gai vao lic nay cé thé 1am cho cudc
trao doi clia nang vdi Thesiger cd khi phai lui lai vi khdng néi chuyén dé trudec mot
nguoi la duoc.

Nhung lic nay nang nhin kj, mdt y nghi bdng lwét qua trong dau: €6 gai mang do
dai tang va Bundle linh cam la minh doan dung.

“Xin 10i,” Nang héi.

C6 nay tron mat ngac nhién.

“Vang, sao chibiét? cé phai chung ta da gap nhau réi khéng?”

Bundle lac dau.

“Khoéng, nhung toi da viét thu cho c6 hom qua. Toi 1a Eileen Brent.”

“Chi that tot bung da giti 14 thu ctia Gerry cho t6i! T6i da viét may 101 d&€ cdm ta chi,
khong ngo'lai duogc gap chitai day.”

“T6i s& ndi cho co 1o vi sao t6i lai dén day. CO cd biét anh Ronny Devereux khong?”

Loraine gat dau:

“Anh 4y cé dén tham t6i cai ngdy ma anh t6i... va sau dé t6i con gdp anh iy vai ba
1an. b6 1a mot trong nhitng nguwdi ban tot cla Gerry.”

“T6i biét. Nhung... Ronny chét roil”

P6i moi Loraine hé mé.

“Chét roi! Anh ay khoé thé co ma!”

Bundle ké van tat cho cd ta nghe nhitng chuyén xay ra ngdy hom trudc, mot vé
kinh hai va ghé sg hién trén nét mat wade.

“That thé v, vy do 1a sw that uw?” €6 gai khé IAm bam.

“Cai gi that kia?”

“Piéu ma tdi d3 nghi, ma toi tin vdi cai chét ctia Gerry: dé khong phai 1a mot cai
chét tw nhién, anh 4y da bi sat hai.”



“C0 da nghi nhu vay sao?”

“Vang. Anh t6i khong bao gi¢ phai dung dén thuodc ngh ca,” Co khé cudi vé budn rau
10i tiép.

“Anh 3y 13 ai kia?”

“Ronny. Va bay gi¢ anh 4y cling da chét!”

CO ngung lai mot ti r6i lai tiép:

“Cling vi thé nén t6i mdi tdi day. Ngay sau khi nhan duwoc thu cta chi, tdi d3 mudn
dién thoai cho Ronny, nhung dwdgc biét 13 anh di vang... Thé 12 t6i nghi dén viéc dén
g3p anh Jimmy 12 ngudi ban cling rat gan bé véi anh, hy vong 1a anh &y cho tdi mot
16i khuyén vé chuyén...”

“C6 muon noi...,” Bundle dirng lai.

Loraine gat diu:

“Chi thay khong..” CO bat dau noi.

Nhung gitta luc dé thi Jimmy Thesiger budc vao phong khach.



Chuang Vi 9
NHUNG NGUGI KHACH NU CUA JIMMY

Chung ta phai quay lai trwdc day hai mwoi phut, Ilic ma Jimmy bat than bi mot
tiéng ndi quen thudc lam chang tinh gic. Pau dc con dang nhu bi mot ddm may mu
che phti nén chwa sao hiéu duge v nghia ctia tiéng néi dd. Chang ngap va quay lai.

“Co mot phu nit tré dang cho, thwa ong.”

Jimmy sitng ngudi, mé mat, hoi:

“Cai gi, Stevens?”

“MOt phu nit tré muon gap ong.”

“O! Vi sao vay?”

“Thua 6ng, tdi khong r3,” Stevens cam lay chiéc mam nho phia chan givong.

“Vay 13 may thay tao phai tr§ day va tiép cai ba dé u?”

Stevens khong néi gl, nhung gi ta ding thang 1én va Jimmy chot hiéu,

“Du'gc,” Anh noi.

“Khéng, thua 6ng.”

“Cé phai ba Jemina, c6 tao khong?... Néu dung thi tao tha bi treo cd con hon 14 trd
day.”

“Ba nay khong thé 13 ba cd ctia 6ng duoc.”

“A, ai?? Vay thiba ta ra sao? Tré dep u?”

“Dd la mot nguwdi ra dang mot con nguwdi thua ong. Stevens roi khoi phong, con
Jimmy van nam, tw hdi cai cd gai xinh dep nay 13 thé nio ma lai t&i thim minh.
Ngudi hiu trai trd vao bung mot chiéc mam. Jimmy bao:”

“Tao hy vong 1a may da dwa bao cho cd ta doc.”

“Vang, thwa ong, t0 Moming Post va td Punch.”

Gilta Iic dé, tiéng chudng goi cra kéo Stevens ra ngoai. Mot thodng g quay lai,
thua:

“Thua 6ng, lai mot ba khac niral”

“Thé nao?”

“Vang, thwa ong, ba ay cling khong chiu xuwng tén nhung ndi 1a cd mot viée rat
quan trong nén mdi tdi gap ong.”

Jimmy nhin anh nguoi hau:

“Nay, that la lung, Stevens, qua that la rdt laling. Pém  qua tao vé vao hoi may
gio?”



“Thura 6ng, quang nam gio sang.”

“Va... tinh trang ra sao nhi?”

“Ol R4t vui vé, thuwa 6ng, khong hon. Ong 1am nham hat: Rule Brilannial”

“po 1a mot viéc ma ta khong muon lam néu & trong trang thai binh thuong... C6
thé 1 ta hoi qua chén... C6 phai ciing vi trong con say ma ta di cho ding & muc rao
vat ctla mot t0' bdo nao dd 13 cAn mot co gido day tré chang?”

Vira néi Jimmy vira khan trwong mac quan 4o va trong nam phut chang di san
sang dé ra tiép nhitng ba khach la.

Khi m@& cta phong khach, trwdc hét chang nhin thay mdot thiéu ni téc ndu hoan
toan xa la dang chéng khuyu tay 1én 10 swéi. Roi dwa mat nhin sang chiéc ghé banh
va tim chang giat nay: Loraine!

C6 gai nay ding lén, giong run run:

“Han 14 thay t6i, anh 14y 1am ngac nhién ddy. Nhung t6i budc phai tdi, tdi sé néi
cho anh rd vi sao... bay 1a tiéu thu Eileen Brent.”

“Théng thuong hon goi 1a Bundle” C6 nay tuyén bd

“Chic han anh d3 nghe Bill Eversleigh néi vé tdi.”

“Nhat dinh r6i” Jimmy dap, c6 gang tim hiéu.

“Chung t6i dén gap anh vé van deé cai chét ctia Gerry,” Loraine noi.

“CO ndi gi vay?”

“Ronny bi sat hai hom qua.”

“Cai gi?”

Bundle, 1an th hai ké& lai moi chuyén, Jimmy nghe cd néi nhu dang & trong giac
mong:

“Ronny bi giét...,” Anh 1dm bam va dé minh roi phich xuéng ghé.

Anh nghi ngoi mot 14t roi noi, giong binh than:

“T6i thay la cAn phai cho cac c6 biét mot vai chuyén...”

“Givay?” Bundle héi nhu khuyén khich anh ndi.

“Pd 1a vao cai ngay Gerry Wade qua c6. Trong lic ching to6i stra soan ra vé thi cau
ta ra hiéu cho Loraine, dé bao tin cho c4c cd, Ronny bat dau tAm su vdi toi, nhung lai
dirng lai gitta chirng ndi 1a vi bi rang budc bdi mot 101 hiva nén khong ndi hét...”

“Bi rang budc vao mot 161 hita” Loraine trAm ngam ndi.

“Cau ta bao td6i nhw vay va tdi cling chang nai ni 1dm gi. Nhung toi thay ciu ta that
khdc la, t6i cAm thay nhu ciu ta nghi ngg... day la nhitng hanh dong toi ac. Toi twdng
1a cau ta s€ ndi chuyén do vdi bac si, nhung khong. Cling vi vy nén tdi nghi 1a minh
da bi hiéu IAm, cubi cting 14 vu viéc cd vé that trong sang va tdi tu cho minh 14 d3 qua
giau tri twdng tuwong.”

“Nhung ltc nay anh cho 1a Ronny da cé nhitng moi nghi ng® phai chang?” Bundle



hoi.

Jimmy gat dau.

“Phai. Ké tlr ngay dd, khong mot ai nhin thiy ciu ta. T6i cho 14 cAu 4y mdt minh
cd tim cach khdm phd ra sy that vé cai chét clia Gerry va hon nita tdi chic 13 ciu ay
da tim thay vi vy nén ching giét ciu ta. Cau 4y da cd gang hét sic dinh chuyén cho
toi biét diéu doé, nhung chi con du sic dé phat ra mAy tiéng ma cac cd dem dén cho
toi thoi.”

“’Bay chiéc mat dong h6”!” Bundle run run ndi

“"B3y chiéc mat dong ho'l,” Jimmy nghiém trang nhic lai.

Bundle quay lai phia Loraine:

“Ban dinh néi gi vdi t6i?”

“Al VAng. Trudc hét vé cai bire thu... €6 ngoanh sang Jimmy giai thich” Gerry cé dé
lai mot 14 thu, tiéu thu Eileen...

“Bundle!”

“A Bundle thay...” R0i cd ndi trong tredng hop nhw thé nao. Jimmy cham chu nghe.

Loraine 13y 14 thu trong tui ra, dwa cho anh. Anh doc va nhin c6 hoi:

“Co cé thé cho chuing tdi biét: Gerry mudn cd quén di cai gi vay?”

CO gai c6 vé ban than.

“T6i khong nhd ki cac chi tiét. T6i vd vy boc mot 14 thu giti cho anh tdi. L4 thu viét
trén gidy xau va chit viét cling rat xau. Trén goc cao tO gidy co ghi dia chi khu Bay Con
SO. TOi thay 14 thu dé khong phai giti cho t6i nén lai cho vao phong bi.”

“Dung vay u?”

Loraine cat tiéng cuwoi:

“T06i biét 13 anh nghi gi,” C6 noi.

“Nhitng tén nguwoi va nién dai!” Jimmy noéi vdi vé tram tu.

“Gerry t6 ra chang cd gi xic dong” Loraine tiép.

Anh 4y cwoi va hoi toi cé bao gio nghe noéi dén Mafia khong va néu mot td chic
giong nhu thé ma thanh 14p & Anh Cat Lgi thi that 13 ky quac. Anh con ndi thém
nhitng su tu tp vao loai d6 rat it khi dat thang loi. Nhitng tdi pham & ta, it c6 dau dc
sang tao.

Jimmy huyt sdo nhe nhe:

“Tdi da bat dau hiéu,” Anh ndi.

Jimmy ngung lai, r6i ndi tiép:

“T6i nghT 1a tit ca chung ta hodc nhiéu hoac it déu gip nguy hiém... néu ching la
dinh vao vu nay...”

“Sao lai néu?...” Bundle buc boi kéu 1én.

“T6i nodi 1a ndi hai c6 db. con toi thi khéc, toi 1a ban cia Ronny xau s6” Anh ndi véi



Eileen: cd d3 hoan thanh s ménh 1a dd chuyén cho t6i nhitng 10i cubi cling cua
Ronny. Nhung hay vi long yéu Chua, xin c¢d chd c¢6 xen vao bat c chuyén gi, ca cbd va
ca Loraine ciing thé.

Bundle nhin Loraine vé do hdi. Con c6 thi cd dd quyét dinh nhung khdng mudn dé
16 sq 1a vi thé ma khuyén khich xui giuc Wade lao vao mdt cdng viéc nguy hiém.
Nhung c6 gai nhé nhan ndy néi gian:

“Anh twdng thé w!,” C6 kéu lén.

Gerry, nguoi anh tot nhat va 1a ngudi ba con duy nhat cda toi.

Jimmy khé ho vé boi rdi. Anh thiy Loraine that tuyét.

“Nao, nao,” Anh bjo.

TAt nhién 13 c6 gii hiéu vi c6 d6 mat 1én va, dé gidu di sw ngwong nglng, co ndi
that nhanh.

“Vay la quyét dinh r6i nhé,” C6 tuyén bo.

“TOi cling thé, tat nhién” Bundle ndi va ca hai nhin Jimmy.

“Pugc,” Jimmy noéi cham rai.



Chuadng IX
NHUNG DU PINH

CAu ndi cua Jimmy 14p titc chuyén ciu chuyén huéng vao ban bac thuc té.

“Xét cho cung,” Anh noi.

“piéu t6i thay thich ¢ anh,” Bundle nghiém trang noi.

“Chd voi non nong,” Jimmy bao.

“Vang” Loraine ndi.

“Vang” Bundle lap lai.

“pugc! TOi ciing vay. & chd nay, duong nhu ching ta ¢ mot vai co may dé thanh
cong, vi néu khong phai 1a Gerry t minh uéng thudc ngt thi tat 1a phai cé ké nao dé
vao budng ciu 4y cho thudc doc vao cdc nwdc ma ciu ta udng. Sau dd, nd dé cai hdp
hodc cai lo rong khong trén mat ban... Cac c6 cé cing mdt y kién dé khong?”

“Phai... phai,” Bundle cham rai.

“Hay khoan, ké d6 phai la ngudi trong nha vi mot ké nao dd tir bén ngoai vao
khong thé 1am nhw vy duwagc.”

“Chac chan 12 khong roi” Tiéu thu Eileen gat dau.

“Rat ddng. Nhuwng cai d6 s& han ché rat 16n cong cudc tim kiém. P& bat dau, toi gid
du 13 phan 16n ké an ngudi ¢ déu la nhitng day t& ky cuu trong gia dinh ta? ”

“bung vay, tat ca bon ho déu la nhitng ngudi da & 1au dai Chimneys khi chiing toi
thué va nhitng nguoi cht chét cling van con & d6 cho téi nay, tat nhién 13 cling cé
mdt vai thay ddi gitta sw phan cong cic cdng viéc nhwng khéng mAay quan trong.”

“Chinh d6 1a diéu t6i can,” Jimmy noi.

“MOt trong nhitng tén hau tuy tung ¢ tén John 1a mdi muén.”

“vay hay chu v tim hiéu vé han va cling ging nidm dugc tat cd nhitng day t§ mdi
vao lam.”

“T0i gia du,” Bundle cham rai noi.

“Ba cb gai: Nancy, Héléne va Socks.”

“Socks Dazventry? T6i cé biét c6 nay. CO ta ludn ludn nodi tr "thong minh”.”

“bung la co ta day!”

“ROi lai Gerry Wade, Eversleigh, Ronny vdi tdi va khach ctia ching t6i; ngai Oswald,
phu nhan Coote... Al va ca Pongo nita.”

“Pongo la ai?”

“La Bateman, thu ky riéng cia Coote, mot chang trai Iic nao cling trinh trong va



can cu, ban hoc cii ciia toi.”

“Nhung xem ra thi khong phai 13 nhitng nhan vt ma ta dat thanh nghi van”
Loraine nhan xét.

“bung vay,” Bundle tan thanh.

“Ném qua clfa sd w?,” Jimmy hai.

Anh t6 vé boi roi, tai mat va noi tiép:

“T6i xin 16i, nhung khong hiéu sao ma nhiing chiéc dong hd gay cho t6i 4n twong
manh khi nhin thiy chdng trong phong dé. Chang bao gid t6i con ddm vao nhin
chung trong béng toi nita.”

“Lam sao ma anh nhin thay dugc chiing trong bong t6i trit phi mat dong ho cé da
quang?,” Rit thuc té, Bundle bat bé va bong co giat thét ngudi, ma birng do, kéu lén.

Hai nguoi doi thoai ngac nhién nhin c6, nhung Bundle nhuw bi kich ddng, nhan
manh:

“Cé thé dd 1a mot sy trung hop!”

MOt lat im l1ang.

“C6 ndi dung,” Cudi cung Thesiger bao.

Bundle titc thi hoi anh don dap.

“Ai d3 mua cac dong ho bao thic?”

“Tat ca chung toi.”

“Nhung phai cé ngu'di nao nghi ra trudc tién ch?”

“Cau chuyén khong xay ra nhu thé dau. Cha 13 tat ca chung t6i cing ban cach 1am
thé& ndo dé danh thitc Gerry diy dudc va Pongo gdi v 13 dat mot chiéc dong hod bao
thic trong budng nga ctia nd. Mot dira bao 1la mot chiéc chwa da, dia khac, hinh nhw
1a Bill Eversleigh b&o: "Tai sao khong lam ca mot t4?". Tat cd déu tan thanh va di tim
mua. Chung t6i sadu nguoi, modi ngudi mua mot chiéc, thém mot chiéc cho Pongo va
chiéc nita cho phu nhan Coote... Chang cé gi 1a ¢é su chuan bi trwdc ca.”

Bundle lang im nhuwng cé vé chua chiu va Jimmy thr 1am cdi viéc tém tat lai tinh
thé:

“Tdi nght 13 chiing ta da chic chan khang dinh mot vai sy kién sau: Cé mot to
chitc bi mat cé nhiéu diém gidng nhu t6 chiic Mafia. Gerry Wade da nghe thiy ndi
dén t6 chic nay, va lic dau coi dé chi 1a mot trd dua, mot didu vd nghia va chang
th&y c6 mot tinh chat nguy hiém ndo. Nhung sau dd, tdi cling chang hiéu tai sao, cau
ta thay 13 nghiém trong va tdi dodn 1a cu ta di trao doi vdi Ronny Devereux. DU sao
thi sau cai chét ctia Gerry, Ronny cang thém hoai nghi va biét dwoc kha nhiéu bi mat
clia t6 chitc nay roi di 1an di theo cling m6t dudng va... Piéu bat hanh 13 ching ta
phai [An mo tirng budc dé tim ra sy that vi chtng ta khéng cé dwoc nhitng chi dan
nhu ho, nhi*tng ngudi da bi sat hai.”



“C6 thé d6 lai 1a mot 1gi thé,” Loraine nhan xét.

“Tdi mudn duogc tin twéng chic chan vé diéu ndy,” Jimmy néi bang giong quan
tam.

“Khdng,” C6 gai khang khang.

Pén day, Jimmy nhin lén dong ho va ngac nhién kéu 1én.

ROi anh ding lén goi: Stevens!

“Thwa 6ng?”

“May cd thé don cho ching ta mdt bita an khong?”

“T6i da lwong trude chuyén nay va vo toi da sita soan day du roi.”

“pung 1a mot nguwdi hau hoan hao!” Jimmy ndi, va quay lai thé dai nhe nhém.

Stevens trd lai don bita &n ma thuc don kha cau ky: cha tritng, chim cit va banh
phong dac biét ngon.

“Vi sao ma nhitng ngu'di doc than bao gio' cling duwgc phuc vu chu dao hon nhitng
nguoi da cd doi?” Loraine hoi.

“pd 1a mot y kién!,” Jimmy noi.

Anh nglrng noi va Loraine lai dé mat.

“Sao ma minh ngu thé kia ch&!,” Bt ngd Bundle kéu to.

“Cai gi vay?”

“Anh biét Georges Lomax chu?”

“Tdi thudng nghe thy Bill va Ronny nhic dén 6ng nay.”

“Thé ndy, Lomax tap hop nhitng nha chinh tri vao tuan trwdc va dng ta nhan dugc
mot bic thuw ham doa ctia Bay Con So!”

“Khdng thé thé dugc” Thesiger noi.

“Cé day, dng ta ndi vdi cha toi. Anh thay cai nay cd nghia gi?”

Jimmy ngra ngudi ra trén ghé, suy nghi nhanh va cudi cting néi chic nich:

“Cé thé cd chuyén gl xay ra trong cudc hoi hop dé.”

“pung nhu toi nghi day” Bundle bao.

“Tat ca déu ndi tiép nhau mot cach that khdép” Jimmy mo mang ndi, réi anh
ngoanh vé Loraine: khi chién tranh né ra thi Iic dé cd bao nhiéu tudi?

“Chin... khéng, tdm tudi. ”

“con Gerry khoang hai mudi, cé 1& thé, phan 16n thanh nién & tudi dé déu tham
chién, thé nhwng Gerry lai khong di linh.”

“Pung thé,” Co gai dap.

“Tdi cho 1a c6 thé giai dap duoc hay it ra thi cling thi doan: Gerry khéng cé mat &
Anh qudc tir 1915 dén 1918, t6i chic nhu vay. Khong ai cé vé biét dich xac 13 ciu ta &
d4u. Toi thi cho 1a cdu ay & buc.”

Loraine dé mat va nhin Jimmy than phuc.



“Anh that thong minh!”

“Cau ta ndi soi tiéng bic phai khong?”

“O! Phai, hoan toan dung!”

“Tdi chic 13 minh d3 ding. Nghe ndy: Gerry Wade 1am & co quan Ngoai giao va
hinh nhu & trong cai ddm ngdc nghéch dé thuong dé,” Xin 10i vé tir dung nhwng chic
cac cb cling hiéu 1a tdi mudn ndi gi.

"Piéu nay giai thich ré moi viéc! T6i nhé 1a di vo tinh ndi ¢ 1au dai Chimneys chiéu
hom no 1a Gerry chang dén ndi ngu ngo nhu vé ngoai cia cau ta.

“Va néu anh nhén xét ding?” Bundle hdi.

“Trong trudng hop nay, thi vu viéc lai nghiém trong hon ta tudng va to chiic BAY
MAT PONG HO khdng nhitng 13 tdi pham qudc ndi ma con 1a qudc té nita kia. DU trong
tredng hop ndo, cé6 mot diéu chic chan: mot trong ching ta phai ¢ mait trong cudc
tiép khach to chirc tai nha Lomax.”

Bundle khé nhan mat:

“THi biét rat rd Lomax, 6ng ta khong wa gi toi va chang bao gidf cé y mdi tdi khi 6ng
ta phai tiép nhitng ngudi nghiém chinh... Tuy nhién...” Va c¢6 1ing im, ddm trong suy
nghi...

“Vay cb cho 13 t6i c4 thé bao Bill mdi tdi u?,” Jimmy hoi.

“Tai sao khong?,” Bundle bao.

“Cc6 khuyén tdi ra sao day?” Jimmy khiém t6n hoi.

“O! That dé ma. Bill s& gidi thiéu anh nhu mot thanh nién rat quan tAm dén chinh
tri va mong mudn duwgc cé chan trong NOi cic. Goerges sé 1ap titc bi 16i cudn vi anh
cling biét 1a cac phe chinh tri y thé nao r6i: ho lu6n tim kiém nhitng ngudi tré tudi
va giau cé. Bill cang cho anh vay nhiéu tién thi viéc vao phe ho cang dé.”

“Mac x4ac ho mudn néi gi thi ndi mién 1a minh khong bién thanh mot Crésus'™’ 1a
dwoc réi” Jimmy bao.

“Coi nhu xong. Ngay mai toi s& dn toi vdi Bill va bdo ciu ta cho xem danh sach
khach mai: Cai d6 sé ¢ ich day.”

“T6i e 13 khong cd tén co trong danh sach dau. Nhung du sao, nhu thé lai con hon.”

“Tdi chua thuc chac chan 13 anh s& khong nhin thay t6i tai nha Lomax,” Bundle
nai.

Nhung cd thé 13 cd cach khac dé c6 duwgec mot gidy moi...

“Thé con t6i?” Loraine nhe nhang hoi,

“C6 khong 1én san khau trong man kich nay” Thesiser v0i dap. Hon nita, chiing ta
can cé nhitng ngwdi tham thinh bén ngoai dé...

“pPé... sao kia?” Loraine hoi.

Nhung Jimmy quyét dinh bé y dinh nay, anh kéu Bundle.



“C6 phai khong,” Anh bao 6.

“Rat nén.”

“Lan sau,” Jimmy tiép vé nhwong bd.

“Nhung néu khong cé 1an sau?” €6 gai kéu 1én.

“O! Nhat dinh 1a s& c6 mot...”

“Vay t6i phai di vé nha... va ngoi dgi?”

“Vang,” Jimmy an Ui.

“Cc6 thay khong,” Bundle ndi.

“Vay la nhat tri,” Jimmy noi.

“Tdi chang toan tinh gl cd” Loraine dap vé phuc tiing. Bundle nhin cd vi nang thay
su tuan phuc nay cé vé thiéu tw nhién, nhung déi mat mau xanh ctia Wade ngay tho
nhin sau vao d6i mat clia tiéu thu Eileen. Tuy nhién Bundle chua hoan toan cho 13 c6
thé tin vao su thu ddng cua Loraine.

1] Crésus: Tén mdét éng vua ngdy xua, ndi tiéng 1a gidu cé. Thudng diung dé& chi nhiing ngudi dai pha.



Chucng X
BUNDLE 741 SO CANH SAT ANH

Chung ta tic khac hiéu ngay 13 ca ba ban tré déu khong bdc 10 hoan toan y nghi
tham kin ctia minh.

Nhu Loraine Wade chang han, ¢ phai nang d3 tuyét doi thanh thuc trong viéc gidi
bay tat ca nhitng 1y do vi thé ma t&i dé trao d6i véi Jimmy Thesiger khong? Mat khéc,
anh chang nay, vé cudc hoi hop tai nha Georges Lomax, c6 nhitng y kién va du dinh
nhung dau cd ndi ra hét véi... Bundle. Cudi cung, cé gai nay cd ca mdt chwong trinh da
can nhac ki va ty dit cho minh 14p l¥c dem ra hanh ddng nhung khong ndi ra.

Khi r0i can ho cta Jimmy Thesiger, c6 danh xe tdi ngay Scotland Yard va doi gap
Battle. Ong nay 1a mdt nhan vat kha quan trong chiu trdch nhiém hau nhu ddc quyén
vé tat ca nhitng trudng hop mang tinh chat chinh tri phitc tap. Chinh 6ng ta da tdi
lau dai Ghimneys hon nam trwdc day vé mot vu viéc vao loai nay va Bundie hy vong
la 6ng ta con nhd.

Sau khi ngdi cho mot lat, nang dwoc dua di doc theo rat nhiéu hanh lang roi tdi
phong riéng ctia Canh sat 82 trwdng. La mot nguwoi dan ong cé vé cuong nghi, khudn
mat lanh bang, trong 6ng ta nhw mot ngwdi lam nghé di chdo hang thiéu thong minh
hon Ia mot tham t.

Khi Bundle di vao thi 6ng ta ditng trwdc mot cira s6 dang 1o dang nhin bay chim sé
bay di bay lai trirdc mat minh.

“Xin chao tiéu thu Eileen! Xin mdi c6 ngdil”

“Cam on,” Bundle noi.

“T6i nhd tat cd moi ngudi,” Battle noi.

“B1” Bundle 1am bam, hoi bdi roi.

“Tdi c6 thé gidp dwgc gl day cho c6” Canh st trudng hoi.

Bundle di thang vao van dé:

“T6i c6 nghe noi 1a Scotland Yard c6 ban danh sach tat ca nhitng hoi kin va nhitng
t6 chic khac vao loai bi mat d6 day ray ¢ Luan-don.”

“Chuting t6i da gng sic dé ndm duoc nhitng td chic dd” Battle than trong dap.

~Tdi cho cd 18 nhibu t6 chiic loai dé khdng giy tac hai gi?

“vé van dé nay c6 mot qui ludt phd bién: Cang quay manh thi ching lai cang
khong dang sgva c6 cé thé thay rd khi c6 diéu kién tiép xic.”

“Toi cling nghe 12 6ng da dé cho mdt sé td chitc d6 tw do hanh déng.”



Battle gt dau.

“bung vay, tai sao mdt ngwoi dan 6ng nao do lai khoéng cé quvén tw xung minh 1a
"Anh Em cta Ty do”, va gip g& nhitng ngudi khac cling tw xwng nhuw thé moi tuin hai
lan trong mdt hAm rwgu va dién thuyét vé nhitng sudi mau can phai cho d6 ra... Cai
d6 chang cé hai gi cho han, cho chuing ta... VA néu han gy rdi, thi ching tdi da biét
hin & dau.”

“Tuy nhién,” Bundle cham rai.

“Khong thé cd duwgc” Battle tuyén bo.

“Nhung diéu d6 van cé thé xay ra ch®” Co gai nhan manbh.

“O! Tat nhién!” Canh sat trudng cong nhan.

C6 mot Iic im 1ang, r6i Bundle binh tinh noi:

“Ong c6 thé cho t6i mdt ban danh sich nhitng t6 chic bi mat cé tru sé tai khu pho
BAY MAT BPONG H6 dugc khong?”

Battle van tu phu 13 minh khong bao gi¢y t6 ra xtc dong du chi thoang qua. Thé
nhuwng cd gai cé thé cam doan chic chin 13, trong mot thodng, d6i mi mat 6ng ta giat
giat va nét mat té ra boi roi... Nhung... chi nhu mot tia chdp, 6ng ta trd lai hoan toan
lanh bang, tuyén bo:

“Tiéu thu Eileen a, dung ra thi chang cé khu phd ndo mang cai tén dé ca.”

“Théat vay v 6ng Canh sat truéng?”

“pung nhu thé. Mot phan 16n khu pho da bi pha huy va xay dung lai. Ngay xua
chang cé mAy ngudi qua lai 6 nhung ltc ndy da khac roi, dé6 chang phai 1a noi lang
man ly twdng dé ngudi ta nghi dén viéc dat & dé nhitng hoi kin!”

“Al” Bundle kéu lén va im bat.

“Tuy vay, toi rat muon biét diéu gi d3 khién cd cd y tudng dd, tiu thu Eileen?”

“Liéu t0i cé phai néi véi 6ng diéu dé khong?”

“Troi dat a, diéu do s& lam cho chung ta tranh tha duogc thoi gian...”

Bundle lwdng luy mot 14t r6i cham rai noi:

“MoOt thanh nién hom qua da bi sat hai. Lic dau t6i ct twdng 13 xe ctia toi dd can
phai.”

“Ong Ronald Devereux phai khong?”

“bung day, 6ng cling da biét réi do, nhung tai sao bao chi khéng ndi gi dén ca vay?”

“C6 that c6 muon biét tai sao khong?”

“Cé, xin dng cho biét.”

“Chung t6i mudén dé lai sau hai mudi bon tiéng... Ngdy mai bdo chi s& dang tai
chuyén do.”

“Al” V3 Bundle kinh ngac nhin kj vé méat ctia ngudi doi thoai.

Cé gi gidu sau khudn mat khd hiéu d6? Battle coi vu 4&m sat Ronaid Devereux 1



khinh t6i hay trong t0i?

“Luc hap hoi, anh 4y noi 1én may tiéng "Bay Con S6" Bundle tir tir ndi.

“Cam on co,” Battle bao.

Bundle dé cap sang chuyén khac.

“Hinh nhu d6ng Lomax cling cd tdi gap 6ng hom qua vé chuyén mot 14 thw ham doa
ma ong ta nhan dwgc.”

“Pung vay.”

“Va thu dé tir khu pho Bay Con SO guri di.”

“Nhitng chi dé viét & phia trén to gidy, toi thay la... Dwong nhu Bundle vira dap
manh vao canh ctra déng kin.”

“Tiéu thu Eileen, néu dugc cd cho phép, t6i xin cé mot 1oi khuyén.”

“T6i biét 1a 6ng sé nodi gi roi.”

“Xin c6 hay tr§ vé nha... va quén tat ca chuyén nay di.”

“Nhu thé cd nghia 13 t6i phai dé cho m6t minh 6ng cang dang...”

“Nhung,” Canh sat truéng Battle nghiém trang ndi.

“Vay thi t6i chi 13 mot tai t@? Phai, nhung 6ng quén mot diéu: T6i khong cé
chuyén mon lai cling khong tinh khéo duwgc nhw ong... nhwng lai cd 10i thé hon 6ng:
t6i c6 thé hanh dong ma khong 16i kéo su chu1y ctia bat cit ai.”

Baule c6 vé hoi bi chung hirng vi nhi*ng cau ndi ctia Bundle.

“Thoi dugc,” Bundlc tan cong tiép.

- 0! Khong phai 1a tdi néi nhu vay, toi s& cho chép gti co.
ROi Ong di m& clra, tho diu ra ngoai kéu 1én vai tiéng va trd vé phong, ngdi xudng
ghé.

Bundle cAm thay minh chuwa han 1a thing loi, sw dé dang nhuong b cta dng ta
dang nghi 1am. Ldc ndy 6ng binh than nhin nang.

“Ong cé nhd cai chét ctia 6ng Gerald Wade?” Bundle bat ngd hoi cdnh sat truéng.

“Ong ta chét & nha c6 phai khong? Vi da uong moi liéu narcotique qua manh?”

“Em gai 6ng ta ndi 13 chang bao gid 6ng ay udng bat c¥ mdt loai thudc ngh nao...”

“Ol,” Canh sat truwdng noi.

Bundle lai cAm thy tru trir va im lang mai téi Idc mot nguwdi dan ong di vao tay
cam mot t0 gidy ddnh may dwa cho canh sat trudng.

“pPay,” Ong ndi khi nguwdi nhan vién da di ra.

NOi réi ong ta dua t&f gidy d6é cho Bundle, ddi mat nhu phéng ra mdt tia chép.

“Ong cho t6i ban danh sanh nay,” Nguoi thiéu nit tuyén bo.

“Tdi chang mudn chut ndo, xin thu thuc... Vi néu c6 tim kiém va kham pha ra
dwoc cai gi dé... thi sé gy cho ching toi rat nhiéu phién todi va ton nhiéu céng suc.”

“Vi dng lai phai dé y theo ddi t6i, c6 phai thé khdng nao?”



“pung vay, tiéu thu Eileen.”

Bundle ding lén... c6 tan ngin ludng lu vi cho dén lic nay, Canh sat trudng Battle
van & thé thang. Nhung c6 chot nhé ra mot sy viéc va danh mot don cudi cung:

“Vira roi tdi cd ndi mdt ngwdi lam tai t& cd thé ddm trach duwgc nhitng cong viée
ma mot nguwdi chuyén nghiép khd 1am tron va 6ng da phan bac vi 6ng rat trung thuc
nhung chic dng van thay 1a t6i cd Iy.”

“C6 hay noi tiép di!” Battle binh tinh bao.

“Trong vu dau tién xay ra ¢ Chimneys, ong da cho phép t6i cong tac. Tai sao trong
vu nay ong lai khudce tur?”

Battle im lang vé suy nghi. Nhw dwoc tiép sic, Bundle tiép tuc:

“Ong da biét rd to6i, 6ng Battle a. TAt nhién 13 toi chang cé v d6 1am phién 6ng hoic
tr y 1am nhitng viéc ma dé 6ng 1am thi t6t hon. Nhwng, néu thiy tdi cé thé cé ich vé
mot mat nao dd, thi xin 6ng, hdy nhan cho toi duoc tham gia.”

Lai mot 14t yén lang, roi Battle noi:

“Tiéu thu Eileen a, rat thang than to6i xin ndéi véi c6, don gidn nhu thé nay: didu ma
cd dé nghi vdi tdi 1a nguy hiém, rat nguy hiém d4. Xin c6 hay tin t6i.”

“T6i biét rd diéu dé chir,” Bundle d4p.

“Tat nhién 1a c6 khong dién, téi chua tirng gadp mot cbd gai nao thong minh nhu co.
Pay 1a diéu t6i cé thé 1am: toi sé cho cd mot chi dan. Theo y tdi thi mdt nira s6 ngudi
sudt ddi lo 12 minh cd thé bi xe can thi rat cé thé s& bi nhu thé vi séng cling chang
duogc tich su gi.”

Cau ndi la lung tir miéng Battle phat ra lam cho Dundle ngo ngac.

“Ong dinh bao toi gl n40?” Cudi cung c6 hoi.

“C6 biét dng Eversleigh, ding khong?”

“Bill w? Tat nhién roi.”

“Vay thi toi tin 14 6ng Eversleigh s& ndi cho c0 rd tat cd nhitng gi c6 mudn biét vé
Bay Con S0.”

“Bill biét rd chuyén nay u?... Bill ay?”

“T6i khong ndi nhu vay. Khong phai nhu vay. Nhung vi c6 rat thong minh, toi cho
1a ¢6 sé thu lwom dugc tir 6ng ta nhitng gi c6 muon biét. vVa con bay giv,” Ong canh sat
trudng noi thém, giong cwong quyét.



Chuadng Xl ,
BUNDLE CUNG VQI BILL AN TOI

Bundle v6i va tim gip Bill vao chiéu hom sau va chang thanh nién vui vé tiép
nang.

"Anh ta ddng 13 mot nguoi dé thuwong” - C6 nghi bung.

Bill xuyt xoa:

“Trong cO rat khoé, cd Bundle a... Khong sao ndi hét dugec niém vui cta toi khi duoc
gap c6. TOi da goi mon so ro6i day. €6 thich an moén nay dung khong? Sao cd & nude
ngoai 1au vay? Chac vui vé 1am day nhi?”

“Chang vui l1Am dau. Nhung, con anh, anh d3 1am nhitng gi khi tdi chwa vé nudc,
Bill?”

b6 1a mot cau hdi hd hénh ma Bundle chi vi xa giao ma héi vay trwdc khi di vao
van dé chinh c6 quan tam.

Chang trai 1ap tic loi dung lién:

“pung 1a diéu t6i dang mudn ké cho cd nghe,” Anh bao.

“Vang, co biét.”

“Vay thi, t6i hé m& cho c6 hay mot su bat cong to 1dn. CO ¢ twdng tuong dugc cd
mot thiéu ni ngwoi MJ...”

Bundle cAm thay nan nan vi Bill cd théi quen 13 khi d3 bat dau mdt cau chuyén
nao dé thi thuong la dai 1é thé bat tan.

“C6 thiéu ni¥ nay cé tén 1a Babe Saint Maur’...

“CO ta lay cai tén ¢ dau vay?” Bundle hoi vé chAm biém.

“O! €O ta tu dat cho minh day. Bill thanh thuc dap.”

“Bill 4,” Bundle cit ngang.

“Al Cai tay Jimmy don hau nay!,” Eversleigh ndi.

“Con anh? Anh vira gdp Jimmy phai khong?”

“Vang, sang nay... T6i néi dén chd nao rodi nhi? A, phai! P6 1a chuyén ghen ghét.
Nhing nit dién vién khac tim cach lam hai co ta...”

Bundle dan ldong nghe ca ciu chuyén v¥ mong cla Babe Saint - Maur va ldc Bill
ngirng lai dé 1ay hoi, nang bén néi:

“bung day, Bill, that 1a bi dat... Thé Jimmy cé yéu ciu anh la chay chot cho ciu ta
dwoc moi tdi Tu vién Abbaye tuan sau khong?”

Lan dau tién Bill chu y dén Bundie ndi gi.



“Cé, cAu ta tdi ké cho tdi nghe mot cau chuyén dai ma t6i phai ké lai véi Lomax,
nhung nguy hiém l1am day.”

“Nao nao! Néu Georges kham phd ra su that, thi khong phai anh ma 6ng ta cé thé
trach méc. Ong ta van sé tin twdng vao su trung thuc ctia anh.”

“Khong phai 1a t6i mudn noéi diéu dé,” Bill cai.

“Vay thi chiing ta s@ phai dwong dau véi hiém nguy d6,” Bundle tuyén bo.

“Oi troi! Khong. Trwdc hét 1a cé ba Macatta.”

“Nha nit chinh tri dé u?”

“Vang, co cling da biét roi day... Cai ba luén ndi vé cudc sdng tién nghi, vé sita
nguyén chat... Nhitng dira tré can phai gio tay ra cu vét. €O hdy th® twdng twong
xem, Jimmy khon kho sé ra sao khi bat budc phai d6i chuyén véi ba ta.”

“Luc nay hay dé Jimmy lai da. Roi con van dé gi nira.”

“Mot phu ni Hung, mdt nit ba twdc co cai tén rat kho goi. Ba nay rat hay...”

Ppén day, Bill t6 ra ling tung va Bundle nhan thay chang ta bdp vun tdm banh mi
trong tay mot cach cang thang.

“Ba ta tré va dep ch1r?” Bundle diu dang hoi.

“Ol Thala..”

“Nay! Toi khong biét 13 Lomax lai chtly dén gidi nit nhuong ay day!”

“Ong ta chang thé dau nhwng ba b4 twdc ndm nhitng van dé xa hdi & Budapest va
ba ta mudn lam quen vdi ba Macatta.”

“Con nhitng khach moi khac la nhitng ai?”

“Ngai Stanley Digby.”

“Ong BO truwdng khong quan?”

“vang va thu ky ctia dng, Terence O' Rourke. P4 13 mot ngudi 16i lac hodc it ra thi
cling nhu thé khi 6ng hanh ddng. R6i con c6 mdt nguwdi Piic dai vo liém si cd tén Herr
Eberhard. T6i chang rd tay nay cé kha nang gi nhuwng xung quanh han 13 cd mot cau
chuyén... Pa hai 1an tdi dugc trao cho viéc moi dng ta téi an trua. TOi dodn chic véi
Bundle 13 chang 14y gi 1Am thich thd vi khong gidng nhu nhitng ngudi cac tod dai st
déu 1a nhitng ngudi rdt dang hoang chitng chac. Con cai 130 nay hup xdp nghe tom
top va ding dao dé an mén dau hoa lan. Hon nita lai con ¢4 tat ludn can méng tay.”

“Néu dung vay thi cling that khé chiu.”

“T6i cho 130 13 mdt nha sdng ché gi d6. Cudi cung la ngai Oswald Coote.”

“Vavg ong ta nita ch?.”

“Vang, va cavgongta.”

Bundle, lang im suy nghi mot vai phut. Danh sach nhitng khach mdi ma Bill vira
diém kha khéu ggi, nhung nang chua cé thoi gian dé phan tich ltic nay. Can phai tiép
tuc diéu tra thém nita.



Cubi cung nang hoi:

“Anh Bill nay, cai cdu chuyén vé By Con SO 13 thé nao nhi?”

Ngay 14p tdc Eversleigh té ra vo cling ling ting. Anh chép chép mat va tranh cai
nhin ctia co gai. Anh bjo:

“Tdi chang rd cd mudn ndi vé cai gi.”

“Thoi nao!,” Bundle néi.

“Nam duoc cai gl kia?”

MOt cAu héi khd ma tra 101 dugc, Bundle thay ddi chién thuét.

“T6i khong hiéu vi sao anh lai té ra bi &n nhu vay” €6 ndi véi giong trach mdc.

“Tdi cd gi 1a bi &n dAu, nhung bay gid chang ngwdi ndo di tdi cai x6 ay nita. Sw ham
thich da qua r6i.”

“pung 14 chang bao gi® hop thoi khi ving mit” Bundle budn ba ndi.

“O! €6 chang thiét thoi gl nhiéu dau,” Bill bao.

“Nhung ma anh ndi vé cai gi d6?”

“N0i vé cai Cau lac bd Bay Con SO dd, tat nhién roi,” Bill dap.

“T6i khong biét lai 1a mot Cau lac bd” Bundle bao.

“Né & trong moOt khu pho kha phuc tap gan Tottenham Court Roall, nhuwng bay gid
khu pho 4y d3 bi san bang. Tuy vay Cau lac bd BAY MAT PONG HO van nhu thé. & day
van c6 mon ca ran va khoai tay.”

“T6i hinh dung dé 1a mot Cau lac hd hoat dong vé dém nhu nhitng cau lac bd khac
va 0 day nguoi ta khiéu vii phai khong?” Bundle héi.

“bung, nhung cd du moi thanh phan tham du ¢ d6 nao 1a cac loai nghé si, nhitng
ngudi dan ba kha ky cuc va cd mot vai ngudi ctia tang 16p trén. Moi 101 don dai cac
loai tap trung vao cai Cau lac bd dd, tdi cho 1a ho ¢d tinh lam nhw vay dé 16i kéo
khach.”

-VAay thi - C6 gai bao - T6i nay chung ta tdi dé.

“O! Hay bd caiy nghi d4! Bill lai c6 vé b6i  r6i bao” T6i d& ndi 14 noi 4y chang con
cai gl thu ca. Chang ¢ ai tdi do nita dau.

“Nhung, chung ta sé tdi do.”

“Roi c6 chang thdy thich dau, Bundle, chang cé gi vui dau ma.”

“Anh sé dua toi dén Cau lac bo Bay Con SO, Bill a. T6i muon biét vi sao ci dé lai lam
anh c6 vé buc doc dén thé.”

“T0i, cai do 1am t6i buc doc u?”

“T6i da thay ro. P 13 bi mat gi vay?”

“Bi mat gi w?”

“N3o, thoi dirng 13p lai diéu t6i néi! Anh 1am thé chic 13 dé kéo dai thdi gian.”

“Khong daul,” Bill voi noi.



“T6i thay co cdi gl d6 1am cho anh lung ting, anh khdng biét che gidu bao gi¢ kia
ma.”

“Tdi chang che gidu gi c3, nhung..”

“Nhung sao?”

“Pd 1a mot chuyén la lung. Mot tdi t6i d3 dua Babe Saint” Maur tdi dé.

“O! Lai Babe Saint” Maur, Bundle nhin mot cai ngdp dai, ndi.

“Pung, t6i dd duwa co ta di theo. Nang mudn dn mot con tom hum. Téi mua mot
con va cam trén tay...”

cau chuyén ké tiép dén doan con tdm hum bi xé nat ra nhidéu manh trong mot
cudc 4u da gitta anh va mot ngudi lac mat. Bundle ndi:

“T6i hiéu, da xay ra mot vu xcang-dan.”

“Puing. Nhuwng con tdm hum 13 cta tdi. T6i d3 mua nd va cé quyén...”

“Nhat dinh roi, nhat dinh réil,” Bundle ndi nhanh.

“Nhung dé bi canh sat gay khé dé 1Am ddy vi & d6, trén tAng mot c song bac.”

“Néu trwong hop nay xay ra thi cha toi sé ra tay can thiép. Khong lo. bi thoi, Bill!”

Bill van cd vé ludng lv, nhung Bundle td ra cwong quyét va ho vay mot xe taxi.

Noi dé dung nhu tiéu thu Eileen hinh dung: M6t toa nha cao trong mdt phd hep,
s6 nha 14 pho Hunstanton.

Bundle ghi dia chi vao so tay.

MOt nguoi dan 6ng ra m@ cra, Bundle trong nét mat anh ta ngd ngg nhu quen
thudc va thay anh ta khé gidt minh khi nhin ¢6, nhwng anh ta doén tiép Bill vdi vé ton
trong dic biét. b6 12 mot ngwdi cao 16n trong mat xanh biéc véi khudén mat nhu mac
bénh thiéu mau tréng yéu dudiva doi mi run run. Bundle thdm tuw hoi khong biét da
gap han & dau trudc day. Con Eversleigh d3 18y lai dwgc phong thai thudng ngdy cé vé
nhu hai long dua ban gai téi day. Ho khiéu vii vdi nhau & tang trét day khoi va mui ca
nuwéng hau nhu khong sao chiu noi.

Trén bl tudng treo cac bitc phac thao chi ma mot vai bic thé hién rd tii nang
dich thuc cda hoa si. PAm khach géom du cac hang nguwoi, & day c6 nhitng triéu phu
ngudi Do thai béo map, mdt vai nhan vat sang quy va rat nhiéu phu nit vao loai dang
ngo.

Bill dat cd gdi 1én tAng mot. Ngudi dan 6ng da ra mé& cra cho ho dang ditng canh va
cham chud xem xét tat cd nhitng ngudi vao phong choi bac.

Tiéu thu Eileen chot nhé ra.

“Minh that 13 ngd ngan!,” C6 tu bao.

“Rat khoé thua tiéu thu.”

“Cau da roi 1au dai Chimneys ho6i nao vay? Trudc ldc ching toi trd vé da lau u?”

“Khoang mdt thang, thua tiéu thw. T6i dang cé trudng hop dwgc cdt nhac nhung



tiéc 13 lai khdng nam dugc.”

“0’day, cau duoc tra lwong rat hau phai khong?”

“Ol vang, thua tiéu thu.”

Bundle budc vao phong choi bac va hinh nhu thay 1y do ton tai cia ciu lac bd nay
1a § day. Nang nhin thay ngay nhitng khoan tién rat 16n dat trén chiéu bac va nhitng
con bac c6 tiéng tam lirng 13y déu tap hop tai day.

C6 va Bill nan lai trong phong nay khodng nira tiéng dong roi Bill dé xuat:

“Chung ta xudng va tiép tuc nhay di! Bundle!.”

Bundle gat dau dongy, vi & day, ddi véi co cling chang tim hiéu dwgc gi hon.

Thé 1a ho quay xu6ng tang trét, khiéu vii nhiéu Ian nita, an ca va khoai tay ran, roi
Bundle bao, nang mudn vé nha.

“Nhung van con sém ma” Bill phan bac.

“Khoéng, mudn roi. Hon nita ngay mai toi s& cé mot ngay dai mét nhoc day.”

“CO s& lam gi vay?”

“Con tuy,” Bundle vé bi mat noi.

“piéu d4 thi chang bao gi’ dén véi cd ca” Chang thanh nién nhan xét.



Chuang Xili ,
BUNDLE PAT NHOUNG CAU HQOI CHO CHIMNEYS

Tiéu thu Eileen at han 1a khong ké thira c4 tinh cia cha ma nét ndi bat 13 stc dé
thwong. Cling nhu Bill Eversleigh vira nhan xét, c6 gai khong dé yén tay chan mét luc
nao.

Sau cai hdm ma nang an t6i cung vdi Bill, sdng hom sau Bundle thic day thay
trong ngwoi tran day nghi luwc. Nang cé ba du dinh rd rang muon duwa ra thuc hién
ngay trong ngay hdm dé nhwng thay 1a thdi gian va khodng cach cé thé giy it nhiéu
trd ngai.

May 1a nang khong cam thay gap kh6 khan nhu Gerald Wade, Ronny Devereux va
Jimmy Thesiger. Ngai Oswald Coote khong cd diéu gi dé trach nang vé viéc quan hé
do.

T4m gi® sang, nang da diém tAm xong va ngdi 1én Hispano phdng tdi 1au dai
Chimneys. Cha nang cé vé nhu ciing c6 phan hai 1ong Iic nhin thiy nang.

“Ba chang bao gid biét ltic ndo con vé,” Ong bao.

Pai ta Melrose, s quan Chanh Canh sat hat nay la ban cli cia huan tudc
Caterham.

“Ba mudn noi cudc diéu tra vé cai chét cia Ronny Devereux phai khong a? Khi nao
thi bat dAu ha ba?”

“vao budi tra ngay mai, Melrose sé& tdi gdp con day. Vi con da thiy thi thé anh ta,
nén phai bao cdo suthé. Ong ta ndila con chang cd gi phai lo ngai ca.”

“Ma lam sao con phai lo ngai nhi?”

“Con biét ddy,” Huan twdc néi nhu dé cao 16i.

“Budi tra ha ba?,” Bundle lai néi.

“O! Vi sao con lai ndi vay chu?”

“Biét dau duwoc ha ba,” Nang ndi.

“pbiéu nay lam ba nhd la Georges Lomax moi ba tuin sau tdi Abbaye nhung ba da
tr choi.”

“Thé 13 phai, con khéng muén thay ba dinh vao mot chuyén phiéu luu.”

“Con cho 1a sé xay ra chuyén gi w?” Huan tudc Caterham hoéi va dudng nhu tinh
hiéu ky thirc tinh.

“Du sao thi cling da c6 thu ham doa.”

“Lomax cd thé 13 s& bi 4m sat,” Huan tudc Caterham ndi giong hau nhu vui vui.



“Xin ba hdy & yén tai nha va dirng nghi téi nhitng chuyén d6 mau nita,” Nang
khuyén.

Ba Howell 13 nit quan gia, con ngudi day vé dudng bé, mdi bude di vay 4o lai kéu
sOt soat 1am ba Coote khiép hii, nhung chang 1Am cho Bundle e sg chut nao.

“Chao Hovelly,” Bundle vui veé.

chang khé khin gi ma nang ndm dwgc tit cd nhitng gl mudn biét. Nang khé nham
trong dau: "Cé hai c6 phu bép mdi déu 1a xuat than tir ndng thén, dbi véi minh thi
khong cé gl dic sic ca, mot cd hiu phong méi lai 1a ¢ chau cia ba hau phong chinh...
Minh doan 1a Howell phai hanh ha ra tro phu nhan Coote dang thuong”.

“Tdi chang bao git twdng 12 mot ngdy ndo d4 lai cé nhitng ngwdi la & trong 1au dai
Chimneys nay, tiéu thu Bundle a.”

“O! Thoi nao thé 4y mal,” Bundle dap.

Ba Howell hinh nhu d3 thay rung minh.

“Tdi chang biét gl vé ngai Oswald Coote c3” Bundle néi.

“Ngai Oswald chic 1a mdt ngudi rat thong minh” Ba Hovvell lanh lting néi.

Vva Bundle két ludn 13 6ng ta khong dugc long moi ngudi:

“R6 rang 13 chinh dng Bateman d3 dé mat dén moi thit,” B4 quan gia tiép tuc ké.

Bundle 1ai cdu chuyén sang hudng khac va ndi vé cai chét cia Gerald Wade. Ba
Howell khong doi hoi gi hon 1a dé cip tdi van dé nay.

Ba ta than van thuong xét s6 phan ctia chang thanh nién tdi nghiép, nhung tiéu
thw Eileen chang biét thém dwgc diéu gl mdi ca. Vi vay nang cling voi tir biét ba quan
gia, di xudng tang trét bAm chudng goi Tredwell.

“Alfred bd di ttr hdm nao?” Nang hoi.

“vao khoang dugc mot thang roi, thwa tiéu thu.”

“Visao né bo di?”

“pd 1a tu né thoi, thua tiu thu. T6i cho 14 nd di Luan bon. T6i hai 1ong vé cong viée
né lam, nhung hy vong 1 tiéu thu cling s& hai 1dong vé thang hau tuy ting mdi nay.
Dudng nhu nd hiéu thau ddo cong viéc clia nd va ludn ludn mudn hoan thanh tot.”

“NO tur dau tdi?”

“NG cé nhiéu nhan xét tot tiéu thu a. Noi cudi cung trwdc khi téi nha ta 1a nha
huan tudc Mountvernon.”

“Rat tot!” Bundle dap vé nghi ngoi, nang nhd 1a huan twdc Mountvemon lic nay
dang san ban tit tin bong Phi.

“N6 tén gi Tredwell?”

“John Bower, thua tiéu thu.”

Ngwoi quan gia cho mot, hai phut, roi thay 13 c6 chtt khong héi gi nita, bén di ra.

Runlle ddm trong suy nghi. John d3 mé& ct¥a cho ¢d hom d6 khi cd vé va ¢ di quan



sat tén nay. NO c¢é dang mot tén ngudi hau nén nép, cé vé mat vo cdm. No cd dang di
c6 vé quan su hon nhitng tén hiu khac va hinh cai so cia né that dic biét. Nhung
Bundle thay 12 tat ca nhitng chi tiét ndy ciing chang cé gi &n nhap 1am véi hoan canh,
va nang ngdi d6, cau may nhin cudn soé tay dit trudc mat vach mot cach may mdc
cai tén Bower.

Bat ngd mot y nghi vut qua trong dau va nang lai goi Tredwell.

“Cai tén Bower viét thu thé ndo nhi?”

“Thua c0, viét thé nay: B-a-u-e-r.”

“Nhung dé khong phai la tén chit Anh.”

“T6i ngd nd goc Thuy Si, thua cb.”

“A thé tho6i. CAm on Tredwell.”

"GOc Thuy Si! Khong phai bic! Ccai dang di quan su, cai so det... Va cai con nguoi
nay da tdi lau dai chimneys trude cai chét ctia Gerry Wade nira thang...".

Bundle dirng 1én. Nang da lam tat cd nhitng gi can lam & Chimneys. Bay giod, phai
bat dau hanh dong.

Nang di tim cha.

“Con lai di day,” Nang bao cha.

“Con phai di tham di Marcia?,” Huan twdc Caterham ngac nhién haéi.

“pay 13 1an dau,” Bundle noi.

HuAn tudc Caterham nhin nang ngac nhién. Khéng thé nio hiéu dwgc lam sao lai
c6 nguwdi mudn chudng mat trwdc ngwoi chi diu khung khiép ciia minh. Marcia, nit
hau twdc, god phu ctia Henry Caterham anh trai 6ng 1a mot nhan vat tiéng tam. Huan
twdc Caterham phai cong nhan ba ta 1a mdt nguwdi vo tuyét voi, khong cé ba thi Henry
chang bao gi¢ trd thanh Qudc vu Khanh co quan d6i ngoai. Tuy vy 6ng van coi cai
chét sdm cua 6ng anh 1a mot sy giai thoat, thé ma lic nay Bundle lai ddm dua dau
minh vao miéng séi...

“&’vao dia vi con thi ba chang bao gi&¥ di gip cd Marcia vi rdi chang biét cai gi s& xay
ra day.”

“Con thi con biét r5 két qua ctia cudc thdm viéng nay. Ba ¢ yén tam di ba.”

Huan twdc Caterham thd dai va nga ngudi thodi mai trong chiéc ghé banh do6 so va
tiép tuc doc bao.

Nhung, chi mot phut sau, Bundle lai xuat hién.

“Con xin 16i phai quay ray ba,” Nang néi.

“Trong thép... sit va thép. Ong ta c6 nhitng 16 luyén 16n nhit Anh qudc day. Tat
nhién 13 6ng ta chang tw minh diéu hanh réi. Ong thanh 1ap mot céng ty vd danh. Ong
d3 chi dinh ba 1 thanh vién trong hdi ddng quan tri. Mot viéc rat 13 ddc ddo: ba chang
c6 viéc gi lam cd ma chi phai tuAn mdt hodc hai 1an dén ngdi vao ban, trén dé dat



nhitng chiéc ban tham rat dep va Iic nao cling mdi. ROi Coote hodc mdt ngudi dan
6ng nao do rat lanh 1gi doc mot bai dién vin 16m chdm day nhitng con s6 ma may
thay chang ai bat budc phai nghe. Nhung cudi cling, bao gi®¥ cling cd mot bita an that
thinh soan.”

Bundle chang khoai gi vé nhitng bita &n ctia huan twdc Caterham nén nang da di
ra cra trudc khi cha nang ngirng ndi.

Trén dudng di Lun Pon, nang tong hop lai trong dau tat ca nhitng thong tin thu
luom dugc. Xem xét moi mat, nang thiy 6ng vua thép va ba vg chuyén vé cac van dé
x4 hoi cfing chang cé diém chung ndo dang ké. Mot trong hai nhan vat nay vay 13 sé&
duoc mdi cho d s6 va chac ngudi duoc mai 1a nhan vat thit hai.

Tiép theo ludng suy nghi thi dudng nhu cudc hdi hop nay duge to chitc 1a cot dé
cho moi ngudi gip g& Herr Eberhard, mot nhan vat m& nhat. Chac dé khong phai 1a
nguoi ma Georges Lomax moi vao nhitng ngay thuong. Bill da ndi d6 1a mot nha sang
ché cd thé tay bd trudng khdng quin va ngai Oswald muén lam quen.

Bundle khong mudn mat thém thi gid v ich vé nhitng su chap noéi nhu thé nita va
dé tAm dén cudc gip mat sap xay ra vdiba co Caterham.

Ba nay cu trd trong mot can nha to 1én va lanh 18o tai mot trong nhitng khu phd
qui phai nhat Luan Pon. PS 13 mdt nguwdi dan ba manh mé ca vé tinh than 1an thé
chat, véi mot cai miii khoam nhw moé dai bang, cudi 1én dé 13 mdt cap kinh gong
vang, vdi moi trén nho nho den nhu bi béng toi che mang dau nghi ngd cia mot ddm
ria mdi nhu.

Ba c6 vé ngac nhién mot chut khi nhin thay c6 chiu gai, lanh lung gio ma ra cho
Bundle lut nhe vao dé mot chiéc hon lam ra vé kinh trong.

“Puing 1a niém vui bat ngd, chau Eileen ctia c6!” Phu nhan Caterham nhén dinh.

“Chau vira mdi vé nha thoi, c6 Marcia a.”

“C0 biét. Cha chau c6 khoé khong? Chac 1a van nhu binh thuong ch.”

Giong ctia ba phu nhan gid dwom vé khinh thudng: ba coi cAu em choéng chang cé
gl dang gia, cai cu Alastair Edward Brent, hau twdc thit chin dong ho Caterham ay. Ba
luon coi cau nhu 1a "mot nguwoi dang thuong!”.

“Ba chau khoé 1am, 6ng van & Chimneys c6 a.”

“That vy u! Eileen, chic chiu biét ddy. C6 chang bao gi®¥ tan thanh viéc ba chau
thué cai 1au dai 4y. N6 nhu 13 mot cong trinh kién trtc lich s. Chang nén tim
thuwong hoa no!”

“Chac 1au dai d6 rat ndi tiéng thoi bac Henry c6 nhil” Bundle thé dai néi.

“Ong chong quda co ctia cd ludn cadm thay cé trach nhiém dodi vdi toan xa hoi” Ba
qua phu tuyén bo.

“Chau thay vui khi nghi 13,” Bundle vui vé ndi.



Phu nhan Caterham thd dai. C6 thanh thuc cé thé néi rang, 1du dai d6 nhiéu lan
da dwoc ghi vao st sach... Néu ba chau...

Ba dirng lai va budn b3 1ac dau.

“Ba chau chang thich cac van dé chinh tri. Nhung cé thé cd nhiéu diéu hip dan,
nhat 13 khi ngwoi ta biét mat trai ctia ng.”

Bundle tuyén b6 nhu thé khong hé d6 mat va ba c6 ngac nhién nhin nang.

“co rat vui khi nghe chau néi thé, Eileen, cd van tudng chau chi quan tam tdi
nhitng thu vui chai thoi thuong.”

“Ngay xua thi thé cd a” Bundle ndi.

“bung la chau con qua tré,” Ba cd tiép tuc noi, giong suy tu.

Bundle cAm thiy run sg, rat cé thé ba cd gidi thiéu ngay cho nang mot chang
hoang ti!

“Nhung ma chdu dot 1am c6 a!” Nang dap giong hét sttc nhin nhudng.

“Ngudi ta cé thé dé dang ctu van dwoc cai d6 ma,” Phu nhan Caterham voi va bao.

“Chau cam on c6 Marcia. Co c6 biét ba Macatta?”

“C6 biét chw. Ba ay that kha 4i va rat thong minh.”

NGi chung thi ¢6 khong tdn thanh nhitng ngudi nao trong bon c¢6 tham gia vao
chinh tri vi &nh huwéng cd thé phat huy mot cach rat... dan ba.

BA ngirng ndi, chic 1a dé cho cd chau cé thdi gian nhé lai cach thitc dan ba ma phu
nhan Caterham da thuc ép 6ng chong, ngoai y mudn ctia 6ng, trén vii dai chinh tri va
thang lgi huy hoang dd dén bu cho bao cong sttc bd ra ctia ba. Roi ba tiép:

“Thé nhung, tit ca déu doi thay. BA Macatta dd hoan tit mot cong trinh cd 1oi rat
16n cho dit nudc va mang lai loi ich cho t4t ca gidi nit. C6 c6 thé khang dinh 13 s
ménh ma ba tu trao cho minh dung la nghiéng vé phia nhitng ngudi dan ba. Chau can
phai lam quen vdi ba Macatta!”

Bundle th& dai mot cach nudi tiéc va budn ba nodi:

“Tudn sau, ba ay s@ tdi nha Georges Lomax. Lomax c6 moi ba chiu, tat nhién la
6ng chang nhan 18i moi iy dau, nhung Lomax lai khong nghi dén viéc mdi chdu... €6
18 6ng ay thay chau qua "théng minh’ chang?”

Phu nhan Caterham thay qua 1a ¢6 chiu cta ba cd rat nhiéu tién bo. Phai chang né
bi diéu gi dé khong hai long vé mét tinh cam? Theo 16i suy nghi ctia ba gia nay thi
mot sw bat man loai nay thudng rat co 1oi cho cac thiéu nit vi né sé gitp cho cac nang
nhin doi dudi mot géc do ding muc hon.

“Ccd tin rang Georges Lomax khong biét dwgc 1a... chau da... gid din, chdu Eileen a.
CO sé phai cho 6ng ta biét diéu nay.”

“Ong ta khong thich chau,” Bundle noi.

“Khong dau, cd sé& ndi. Co biét 13 Georges chang dén nodi tw cao tu dai nhw thé.”



Phu nhan Caterham vira dirng 1én vira nai:

“C6 s& bdo mang sach dén cho chau.”

Va ba cat tiéng the thé:

“Co Connor dau!”

Mot c6 thu ky hot hoang chay vao, nhan chi thi céc loai ctia ba cht, va 1at sau do,
Bundle di ra tay dm nhitng quyén sach that d6 so.

Trudc hét 1 cd dién thoai cho Jimmy Thesiger véi giong day vé chién thang.

“Toi cling da thanh céng!,” Anh ndi.

“Chua nghe ndi bao gid!” Bundie dap.

“T6i da bo cong ra nghién cu. b6 1a mot van dé vo cung phitc tap da ton tai hang
nhiéu ndm. Toi s& 14y nd lam dé tai chuyén moén ctia minh day.”

“T6i cling vay, duwdc nhoi nhét nhitng tai liéu cung loai dé. Chinh 13 do ba c6 Marcia
cda tbi cung cap. Ba quan tdm vé chinh tri va sé lam cho tdi dwoc moi tdi nha Lomax.”

“O! That 13 tuyét.”

MOt 1at im lang, r6i Jimmy néi tiép:

“Tdi nghi 13 ching ta chang nén néi chuyén nay vdi Loraine thi hon.”

“C6 18 nén nhu thé.”

“cd ta cé thé budn 1a khéng dwge tham gia ciing ching ta, nhung can thiét phai
bdo dam cho c6 4y & ngodi vong nguy hiém.”

Bundle cho 1a Thesiger thiéu bat thiép vi viéc chinh nang cling dang trong vong
nguy hiém thi khong 1am anh bin tAm...

“Co van & d6 ddy cht?” Anh hoi.

“van, toi dang suy nghi.”

“C6 c6 tham du vao cudc diéu tra ngady mai chi?”

“Tat nhién réi, con anh?”

“Ca tOi nita. Bao chi hdom nay c6 dé cap tdi vu viéc nhung cé vé bang quan. Piéu
nay lam toi ngac nhién vi nghi la dang ra phai néu Ién mot cach quan trong hon kia,”

“T6i cling twdng vay day.”

“Thoi nhé,” Jimmy noi.

“Tdi cling bat dau nghién cttu cac tai liéu. Ca budi tdi ndy anh lao vio cdng viéc cta
minh ch.”

“C4 thé nhu thé.”

“T0i cling vay. Chao anh!”

Ca hai déu khong ndi that vi Jimmy Thesiger stra soan di gap Loraine Wade ma
anh mdi an toi cung anh @ mot hang an... Con Bundle, nang voi va khodc 1én minh bd
40 vay cua c6 hau phong va lén duong di tdi Cau lac bo Bay Con SO.



Chuang XVI
CAU LAC BQ "Bay Con Sa"

Vao khoang mudi gid tdi thi tiéu thu Eileen Brent tdi s6 nha 14 phd Hunstanton.
Nang dodn mot cach hop 1y 14 cau lac bd phai vang vé va nang cd thé ndi chuyén
riéng vdi Alfred.

Nang ludng lu trwde clra ra vao, khong biét co ai trong nha khong thi chinh nguwoi
hau tuy tung ci ra m& clra.

“Chao Alfred!” Bundle cat tiéng trudc.

Nguoi do giat minh.

“O! Kinh chao tiéu thu... Mong tiéu thu tha 10i, t6i khong nhan ra...”

“Ta mudn néi chuyén véi anh mot chut, Alfred a. C6 thé di dau dugc bay gid nhi?”

“That khong, thwa tiéu thw, to6i khong biét 13... DAy chang phai 12 noi an toan dau
a...valai...”

Bundle cat ngang:

“C0 ai trong Cau lac bo khong?”

“Da, khong cé ai.”

“Vay thi, ching ta vao bén trong.”

Alfred m@ to ctta, Bundle budc vao va nguoi day t& buwdc theo, vé boi roi.

o thiéu nit ngdi xudng va nhin thang vao mat y:

“Ta cho 1a anh khong phai 1a khong biét,” Nang ndi nhanh.

Alfred, ling ting trong thay, dap:

“Canh sat da hai lan tdi kham xét, nhung khong thay diéu gi pham phdp. Ong
Mosgorovsky da dé phong that chu dio.”

“T6i khong chi muoén ndi vé ci song bac dd, con nhiéu cai xay ra ¢ day.... Alfred, ta
s€ hoi anh mot ciu va yéu cau anh hiy tra 16i trung thuc: "Nguoi ta di trd anh bao
nhiéu dé anh roi khoi 1au dai Chimneys?".”

Alfred lo ngai nhin xung quanh y, ba bon 1an nuét nwdc miéng réi nhw tat cd moi
ngudi kém thé dirng trwdc mot ngwoi cwong nghi, y quyét dinh dap:

“Thua c0, viéc xay ra nhu thé nay: Ngai Mosgorovsky cung vdi nhitng ngudi khac
da téi tham lau dai Chimneys lic dé con md& cra dén ti€p tat cd moi ngudi. Bac
Tredwell bi 6m, t6i da di theo ho. Trudc khi ra khoi 1au dai, ngai Mosgorovsky lui lai
sau, cho t6i mot khodan tién thwdng rat hiu va bat dau néi...”

“U, anh tiép di!- Bundle khuyén khich.”



“Tém lai 13,” Alfred tiép va ndi nhanh hon.

“Mot tram dong livres!,” Bundle noi.

“TOi O ludng Iw mot chat, thwa c6. T6i khong mudn di ngay vi sé rat phién khi
chua c6 ai thay thé, nhung 6ng Mosgorovsky bao 1a 6ng cé biét mdt ngudi da ting
phuc vu ¢ nhiéu chd tot va san sang cé thé téi day ngay thay toi.”

Thé 14 cong viée dwgc thu xép 6n thoa.

Bundle git dau. Nhitng diéu nang nghi hodc déu ding. Nang dat ciu hoéi khac:

“Ong Mosgorovsky 1a ngudi thé nao?”

“La mot ngwoi Nga, diéu hanh Cau lac bd rat khon khéo.”

Bundle thay ddi chién thuAt:

“Cling nhu ta da bao anh, Alfred! Mot trdm dong livres 12 mot khodn tién 16n”

“T6i chwa bao gi¢ cé duwgc mdt khodn tién nhu thé, thwa ¢6” Y néi mdt cach chat
phac.

“Anh khong bao gi® nghi 1a tai ddy c6 mot cai gi dé bat hop phap u?”

“Sao kia, thua c6?”

“Ta khong ndi dén chuyén song bac... Anh khong sg di ti1 kho sai u, Alfred?”

“Oi, troil”

“Ngay hom qua, ta c6 tdi Scotland Yard,” Bundle nghiém trang noi.

“Tdi s& 1am tAt cd nhitng gi cé thé 1am dugc, thua cd... va, toi s& 1Am bang moi
cach...”

“Trwdc hét, ta mudn tham tat cd moi noi trong nha nay.”

CO tén day td rat sg hai theo sau, Bundle xem xét k§ ludng tat cad moi x4 xinh va
chang nhan thay cé gi khac thudng mai téi khi dén phong ddnh bac nang mdi chu y
dén mot khung cra khoa.

“pd 1a mot 10i di ra khi cé bao dong,” Alfred giai thich.

“canh sat khong biét co cai civa nay sao?”

“Ctta dd nguy trang k§. N6 chang khac gi mot cai tt tudng.”

Bundle cAm thay mot chut xtc dong, bao:

“T6i muon vao cai phong sau ctra d6.”

Alfred lac dAu:

“Khdng thé dugc dau, thua cd. Ong Mosgorovsky mdi cé chia khod.”

“Nhuwng anh ciing phai ¢ nhitng chiéc chia khac ch.”

Nang thiy dé 13 mot chiéc khoa thudng chang khé khan gi 1dm dé mé bang nhitng
chiéc chia khod cac ctra khac. Nang bao Aifred dang rat lo 1ang, di tim cho nang cdc
chia khda khac va dén chiéc thi tu trong chum chia khod y dua, Bundle dd m& dugc
khoa.

Tiéu thu Eileen thé 1a budc vao gian phong thit hai nho va sd sai.



Mot chiéc ban dai dat gitta phong, nhitng chiéc ghé dua dat xung quanh ban.
Khong con thit dd gb ndo khac. Hai bén 16 swai 1a hai cai ti twdng va Alfred chi tay vao
mot cai, bao co gai:

“P0 13 101 ra bi mat.”

Bundle thir m& ctra nhung thy mdt cai khod loai tét chi cé mot chia dé mé.

“Pung rat 1a tinh x3o,” Tén day td nai.

Bundle quay lai v ngdm k¥ gian phong, vé nghi nggi. VAt thi* nhat ma nang chuy
14 cai ctra thong sang phong chai bac dugc boc dém cich Am, khong dé mot tiéng
ddng ndo lot ra ngoai. ROi nang dwa mat nhin nhitng chiéc ghé twa: cé tit ca bay
chiéc, ba chiéc mdi bén va mot chiéc trong do sd hon dit @ mot dau ban.

PO6i mat nang sang 1én vi nang d3 kham pha ra cai gi dang tim. Gian phong nay
dung 1am noi hop cda céi t6 chitc bi mat dé, dwoc dat & mot noi that 13 thuln loi.
Ngudi ta c6 thé di vao qua phong choi bac hodc bang 16i di bi mat va tat ca nhitng su
dé phong c6 thé giai thich that hop 1y 1a vi cd cai song bac ké bén.

Bundle trong ltic suy nghi, dwa mot ngdn tay 1én mat da 10 sudi, Alfred lién bao:

“O! Tiéu thu s& chang thady mot hat bui ndo dau!”

Ong Mosgorovsky mdi bao t6i lau don sang nay.

“Al M&i sang nay?” Nang hoi.

“Thinh thoang ciing phai lau don du cai phong nay rat it khi dung dén.”

“Alfred, 1am sao ta cé thé nup trong day.”

Tén day t& so hdi nhin nang.

“Nhung khong thé duge, thua tiéu thu! Toi sé bi phién phirc va mat chd lam
ngay!”

“Cach nao thi anh cling mat viéc khi anh phai di tt,” Bundle kho6 khan giai thich.

“Nhung chang cé chd nao dé nép,” Alfred rén ri.

Bundle bat budc phai cong nhan diéu nay 13 dung.

Tuy vy nang thay that phan hing dugc dan minh vao cudc phiéu Iwu va chién
dau.

“Xem nao! Nhit dinh 1a phai cé mdt chd” Nang tuyén ba.

Khong cé mot can phong nao lai tro trui nhw can phong nay. Nhitng tdm manh cii
déu duoc kéo 1én trwdc ctra s6 nhung khong c6 man che va d6 dac thi chi cd ban va
ghé.

Nang di tdi gan cai tt twong th hai va md clra. Bén trong, nhitng tdm van dat
ngang, bén trén la nhitng chén, coc va do su.

“Po 1a bat dia du trl,” Alfred bao.

Bundle ngdm nghia nhitng tAm van go va hoi:

“Cé mdt cai tt ndo khac dé chuyén nhitng thit ndy sang dé khong Alfred?... C6



”
!

ha?... Tuyét! Anh di tim mot cdi mam va don tat ca di. Mau lén! Mau

“Nhung khong dwge dau! Muodn 1am roi! Chi trong chdc 14t nita 13 bon nha bép dén
10i.”

“Thé con 6ng Mosgorovsky thi sao?”

“Ong 4y it khi téi trwdc nita dém. Nhung ma.... 6! Thua tiéu thu!”

“Plrng c6 néi nhiéu nita Alfred, di tim ngay chiéc mam! Néu anh cham tré thi sé
phién day.”

Alfred nhan may nhan mat budc di. Y quay trd lai ngay, tay cAm mam, biét 13
phan ddi cling vd ich nén 1dm nhanh thoin thoat.

Cling nhw Bundle d3 thdy truwdc, viéc ha nhitng tAm van xudng that dé dang.

Nang dung chtiing vao tuwdng hau cta cdi tti va budc vao trong.

“Hum! Kha chat chdi day,” Nang bao.

“MOt cai khoan v, thua tiéu thu?”

“[‘J»’

“Nhung toi lam gi cé cai khoan nao!”

“Lao nao! Anh con c6 ca cai khoan quay to twdng nita 4y chl... Néu khong tim
thay, anh phai di mua ngay. Nhung tot nhat 1a anh tim duwgc mot cai ngay tai day.”

Alfred quay ra va chi mot 1at da quay lai vdi ca mot b do6 nghé gom nhiéu mdi
khoan.

Bundle chon 14y nhitng cai c¢6 can va lap tirc khoan ngay mot 16 nho ngang tam vdi
con mat phai cila minh. Phia bén ngoai nang sita cho khé phat hién va khong dam
khoan 10 qua to.

“Thé 1a xong r6i!” Nang bao.

“O! Nhung thua tiéu thu, thua tiéu thul...”

“Sao nao?”

“Tiéu thu s& bi phat hién khi ho mé& cra.”

-Ho sé khong m@& duwgc ctra - Bundle nodi - Vi anh sé khoa lai va mang theo chia
khoa di.

“Nhung néu dng Mosgorovsky doi?”

“Anh bao 13 chia kho4 bi mat,” Bundle dap nhanh.

“Nhwng, c6 thé 14 tiéu thu bi ngat di trong d6.”

“Ta chang bao gi® ngit ca. Nhwng, anh ciing ¢ thé mang cho ta mot ly cdc-tai vi
chic 13 ta can d4y. Pdng lai ctra budng va dé cac chia khod vao chd ciia ching. Nao,
Alfred, dirng sg hai qua dang nhu vay va nhd 13 néu ¢ xay ra chuyén gi, da c6 ta nang
dd coma.”

"Thé 1a xong”, nang nghi tham khi nguoi day t& trao cho nang ly cdc-tai roi lui ra.

Nang khong so' v phan bdi vi chic chan 13 ban ning bao toan sé& ngin y lai va hon



nita y cé thoi quen 1a che gidu tinh cdm ctia minh rat khéo dwdi bd mat ctia mot
ngudi day t& mau muc.

Duy nhat mdt cau hoéi lam nang ban tdm: liéu minh c6 dodn sai cai 1énh lau don
can phong ctia 6ng Mosgorovsky sang nay khong? Néu cudc hoi hop khong xay ra
dém nay, thi cai vién tudng & yén hang gid trong cai tG twdng chat hep nay 1am nang
hoi hodng mot chut.



Chuadng XIV
CUQC HQP CUA "Bay Con Sa"

Nhitng gi¢y phut trdi di sau dé, Bundle thay hoan canh cta minh chang dé chiu
chtt nao. Nang doan 13 cudc hop néu cd, sé nhdém vao khodng thoi gian ma ciu lac bd
hoat dong ndo nhiét nhAat, titc 1 cd thé tir nira dém dén hai gi¥ sang.

Nang nghi 13 chang may chdc ma troi rang sang thi bdng nghe thay tiéng dong,
tiéng ctia mot chiéc chia khod tra vao 6 khod. M6t phut sau, dén bat sang, nhitng
tiéng ddng trong mot vai ldc nang nhan thay tr phia xa, bt han va Bundle nghe thiy
tiéng rut cai chot cra.

MOt ngwdi ndo dé chac 14 tir phong choi bac bude vao va trong mot 1at thap thoang
trudc cai 10 nho cta canh cira ti twdng. Nang nhan thay dé 13 mot nguwdi dan ong to
16n, vai rdng, c6 ham rdu ram den. Bundle chgt nhd ra 1a d3 nhin thay ga ngobi trude
ban choi bai t&i hém trude. Chic han dé 13 ch nhan ciu lac bd, 130 ngudi Nga
Mosgorovsky khuing khiép.

Tim trong nguc Bundle ddp nhanh hon mdt chut va chang gidng may vdi cha
minh, Iic nay nang t6 hai long vé tu’ thé vo cung bat tién ctia minh.

Ngudi Nga dirng vuot rau canh chiéc ban mot 14t réi moi tdi 1y déong ho ra xem.
G3 nhun vai vé hai long lai cho tay vao tui 1y ra mdt vat gi dé ro6i buwdc ra xa mot
chut, 1am cho c6 gai khong sao nhin thay dugc nita.

Khi gd lai hién 16 trudc cai 10 ngdm nho, tiéu thu Eileen suyt bat tiéng kéu ngac
nhién vi khuén mat ga trum mot mat na la ky. N6 khong ap sat vao mat ma doé chi la
moOt manh vai tha xudng tir tran che toan bd khudén mat va cé hai khe hd ngang tam
hai mat. Phan trén manh vai lwgn tron theo khudén mot chiéc mit dong hd ma doi
kim chi dung sau sid.

"Bay Con SO"! Bundle ngh.

Cling cung ldc do, bay tiéng gd nheé nhe.

Mosgorovsky di ngang qua gitta phong buwdc tdi phia ma Bundle biét dd 1a clra cua
cai tl tudng gia. Co tiéng lach cach r6i cé nhitng tiéng chio trao ddi bang tiéng nuwdc
ngoai.

Bundle chang phai chd 1au dé nhin thiy nhitng nguwdi méi téi: ho cling mang mit
na mat dong ho cé kim chi, ngwoi thi bon gid, ngudi thi nam gid. Hai nhan vat nay an
van y phuc budi t6i nhung cé nhitng diém khac nhau: mot nguwdi, mdt thanh nién
thanh manh dang lich sy mic mdt bd 40 quan cat may that khéo, rat ddm dang



nhung khong phai hoan toan phong cach vuong quéc Anh. Ngudi kia gy va mém
mai, an van binh thwong va Bundle da doan duoc quoc tich trwde khi nghe thay tiéng
néi cia anh la diu dang véi nhitng Am sic x¥ Ai-nhi-lan pha trdn &m sac M§ qudc.

“T6i thay la chung ta da tdi cudc hop nhd nay sdm nhat,” Chang thanh nién dang
thanh lich néi bang tiéng Anh rat chuin nhwng chua sdi 1am..

Bundle gang tim hiéu xem anh ta thudc qudc tich ndo. Mdi nghe anh ta néi thi
twéng 14 nguwdi Anh, nhwng cach phat Am da lam cho y dé khong ditng vitng. C4 thé
dé 1a mot ngudi Ao, nguwdi Hung hodc ciing cé thé 13 ngudi Nga. Ngudi My qua sang
phia ban bén kia va Bundle nghe thay tiéng kéo ghé.

“"Mot gid" dat nhiéu thang lgi,” Anh ta néi.

"Nam gi¢” nhun vai:

“Néu ta khong xong pha hiém nguy thi...” Anh ta bat dau...

Nhuwng gita ltic d6 thi lai bay tiéng g6, Mosgorovsky tién ra phia cai cira bi mat

Trong mot lic Bundle chang nghe dwoc gi rd rang vi tat ca nhitng thanh vién nay
déu & ngoai cai 16 ngam clia nang, nhung bat chot, 130 rau xom ndi to:

“Xin cho khai mac phién hop.

Ong ta dén gan ban, ngdi xudng chiéc ghé twa canh cai ghé banh ¢ dau ban.

Ngdi chd nay, ong ta doi dién vdi chiéc ti twong trong dé cé Bundle. Chang trai
thanh lich ngdi canh 6ng ta. Chiéc ghé thi ba ¢ bén nay, nang khéng nhin dugc
nhung ngudi dan 6ng M§ mang s6 4 di qua trwdc mat nang dé tdi dé ngdi.

Phia bén kia ban, Bundle chi nhin thay hai chiéc ghé. Mot ban tay nam 14y chiéc
ghé & gifta va day. R6i mot ngwdi ndo dé di qua rat nhanh trudc t tudng va dén ngdi
doi dién vdi Mosgorovsky. Thay rd 13 nhitng ngwoi ngobi & ddy ghé nay quay lwng lai
vGi Bundle, nhung nang chu vy dac biét tdi bo vai rat dep ciia mot ngudi dan ba nao dé
an van rat hd hang. Chinh ba nay cat tiéng ndi dau tién, mot giong thdm tradm cé &m
sac nuwdc ngodi, thanh thét. BA ta vira néi vira nhin vao chiéc ghé banh dé trong:

“Thé 1a ching ta s& khdng duwoc nhin thiy sd 7 t6i nay? Chang 1& ching ta chang
bao gi¢ nhin thay s6 72”

“Co 1&é dung nhu vay!l,” Nguwdi My ndi.

“Tdi chang khuyén ban tin nhu vy dau, anh ban a” Ngudi Nga nhe nhang néi.

Mot lat im lang... "MOt su yén lang ning né", Bundle nghi. Nang van tiép tuc nhin
cai lung dep dé trwdc mat minh. Dwdi xwong ba vai phai c6 mdt dau hiéu nhé mau
nau den cang 1am ton 1én mau trang cia 1an da.

Bundle xem nhu cum ti "'mo6t cudc phiéu lwu ky thd” that 1a phu hop véi nguoi
dan ba xinh dep nay vi nang chac chan 1a ba ta cé mdt khudn mat kidu diém ram
niu cta dong gidng slave véi do6i mat dam duoi.

Nang trd lai thuc té vi giong ndi cta 130 nguwdi Nga coi nhw gift vai tro chti toa trong



cuoc hop.

“Chung ta hay tiép tuc thdo luan. Trudc hét chung ta hay té long kinh trong véi
ngudi ban vang mit ctia chdng ta: ban s6 2,” Va dng 1am mot c@ chi la lung chi vao
chiéc ghé d3 quay ra phia sau dit canh nguoi dan ba. Moi ngudi lam theo.

“Ban cé nhan dugc bdo cdo ctia sd 2 khong?” Ngudi My hoi.

“Tinh dén Ic ndy, to6i chang nhan duoc gi ca...”

Ong ngirng lai mot 14t roi tiép:

“T6i khong thé hiéu...”

“Ban tin 1a ban 4y cé thé... bi lac u?”

“C4 thé nhu thé.”

“Hay néi mot cach khac” "Nam gi¢” nhe nhang néi. Ban iy gip nguy hiém?

Anh ta ndi cau nay vdi mot vé gi nhu vui thich.

Ngudi Nga 1am mot ¢ chi khang dinh.

“Phai, cé su nguy hiém. Ho bat dau dé y ching ta... nghi ngd dia diém nay. Toi biét
1a nhiéu nguwoi ching ta bi theo ddi.”

Ong lanh Iting ndi thém:

“Phai lam cho chiing cAm miéng hén.”

Bundle cdm thay ¢n lanh suot doc xwong song. Néu bi phat hién, liéu nguoi ta cé
lam cho nang cAm miéng hén?

Nhung mot tir lam nang chuy

“Nhu vay khong c6 gi tiét 10 & Chimneys ch?”

“Khong, khong cé gi.”

SO 5 nghiéng minh vé phia trudc tuyén bo:

“To0i cling dat cung mot cau hdi nhu Anna:”

HOi trudng cua chung ta, s6 7dd, ngudi da tao nén chung ta, hién nay ¢ dau? Vi sao
chting ta chang bao gid nhin thiy dng ay?

“S6 7,” Ngwoi Nga dap.

“Luc nao ban cling ndi nhu vay...”

“T6i cling sé noi thém diéu khac nita,” Mosgorovsky tiép.

Im 1ang mot cach lang tung.

“Chung ta hay tiép tuc,” Mosgorovsky diém tinh noi.

Bundle giong tai vi mai tdi luc nay nang chuwa nhin thay cling chwa nghe thay
tiéng noi cta so 3.

Tiéng ndi nay nhd, diu dang, hoi khd hiéu, ding 1a tiéng néi clia mdt ngudi Anh
dugc gido duc tét.

“Thua cd.”

Nhitng t0 gidy dugc trai lén ban, va moi ngudi cii xuéng xem. MOt 1t sau,



Mosgorovsky ngirng dau 1én hai:

“Thé con danh sach khach mgi?”

“Thura day.”

Nguwoi Nga cAm to gidy, cat tiéng doc:

“Ngai Stanley Digby, 6ng Terence O'Rourke, ngai Oswald va phu nhan Coote, 6ng
Bateman, nit ba twdc Anna Radzky, ba Macatta, Ong James Thesiger...”

Y ngirng lai, hoi nhanh:

“James Thesiger 1a ai vay?”

Nguoi My cat tiéng cudi:

“O! chang can ban tAm t4i né! P 1a mdt thang ranh ngu dai...”

Ngudi Nga tiép tuc doc:

“Herr Eberhard va 6ng Eversleigh. Hét.”

"That u? - Bundle 14m bam - Thé con céi cd gi duyén dang, tiéu thu Brent nay?”

“cé vé nhu chang cd ai dang ngai trong d8” Mosgorovsky néi va nhin xung quanh
ban... Toi dat van dé 1a gid tri phat minh ctda Eberhard con gi phai nghi hoidc nita
khong?

"Ba gio” dap gon:

“Chang con gi.”

“Vé phuong dién thwong mai thi né phai dang gid hang triéu,” Nguoi Nga noi.

Bundle nghila sau mat na 6ng ta phai cé mdt nu cudi that 1a kiéu hanh.

“Phai,” Ga ndi tiép.

“Cling dang gid mot vai mang séng” SO 5 vira cwdi vira nai.

“Nhung ban cd biét nhitng nguwdi phat minh bay gid ra sao khong?,” Nguwdi My noi.

-Mdt ngudi nhu ngai Oswald Coote chang bao gi¢ mac sai 1aAm - Mosgorovsky néi.

“VGi tu’ cach 1a phi cong,” S6 5 tuyén bo.

“T6i thay 1a,” Mosgorovsky noi.

“Con gai huan tuwdc Caterham, tiéu thu Eileen Brent.”

“Bauer 18 ra phai dé phong dé tranh chuyén d4, han da cé phan thiéu can trong dé.
Wade dé giri thu cho ai?”

“Cho c6 em cua ga thi phai” So 3 dap.

“That tai hai,” Mosgorovsky noi.

“Tiéng don lan di khap moi chd vé chuyén bon tré ban chim” Nguodi M§ noi.

“RAt t6t, chang cd gi cAn thém nita, néu khong chi hét 151 khen nggi cd ban than
"MOt gid” va chdc c6 may man trong vai trd co sé phai sam.”

“Hoan hd Anna!” S6 5 kéu 16n.

CA c toa vira 1am hiéu bang tay ma Bundle da thay vira nhic lai:

“Hoan ho Annal”



"MOt gio” chao va ding lén. Nhitng nguwoi khac 1am theo va 1an dau Bundle nhin
thay sO 3 dang gidp ngudi thiéu phu tré xo6 tay vao 4o khodc. S6 3 1a mot ngudi dan
ong to khoé.

ROi nhitng hoi vién di ra bang cai c¥a bi mat ma Mosgorovsky déng lai sau ho.

Ong ta ding lai mot 1at va Bundle nghe thay dng ta di sang phong danh bac, roi ra
ngoai, sau khi tat dién. Mai dén hai tiéng dong ho sau, Alfred xanh tai vi lo so mdi dén
gidi phdng cho Bundle.

Co gdi té dai khap chan tay minh mAy.

“Oi gitvil That 1a kinh khting, phai khong tiéu thu!”

“Chang dén ndi nao,” Bundle tuyén ba.

“pung 1a on trdi nhu tiéu thu ndi dé! T6i run sudt ca budi t6il P 14 nhitng con
nguoi ky cuc!”

“RAt ky cuc!,” Bundle vira néi vira ding ban tay xoa bép cac canh tay va cac bap
chan cho mau Iuvu thong.



Chuang XV
CUQC PIEU TRA

Bundle vé nha khodng sdu gi¢ sdng, nhung mdi chin rudi nang da day, mac vay 4o
r0i goi dién thoai cho Jimmy Thesiger. Sw mau chdéng dap lai ciia Jimmy 1am nang
ngac nhién nhwng ngay sau dé anh ta giai thich 1a sira soan dé di tham gia vao cudc
diéu tra.

“Toi cling vay,” Bundle bao.

“Cd ¢ mudn tdi dua cd di bang xe cta tdi khong? chung ta cé thé néi chuyén trén
duong di.”

“Rat tot, nhung phai di sém hon mot chut vi téi muon anh dua gitp t6i dén tan
Chimneys ma & d6 vién Chanh canh sat phai dén tim t6i.”

“Ol Tai sao vay?”

“vi d6 12 mdt con ngudi dé thuong.”

“Va ca toi cling vay cht!” Jimmy ndi.

“0 anh 4y u?... Anh 13 mot chang trai ngd nghéch, it ra 1a tdi da dwgc nghe nhu thé
t6i hom qual!”

“Ai n6i?”

“MOt nguoi My. bd 1a...”

“cé thé toi ngd nghéch... nhung t6i khéng cho phép nhitng ngudi M§ bao tdi nhu
vay. C6 ¢ dau toi qua?”

Nhung Bundle vdi ngat 161 anh.

“Chinh 1a viéc d6 ma tdi mudn noi véi anh. Hen chdc nita nhé...” Va nang gac may
lam cho Jimmy hoang mang. Néu anh khong cam thay cd gai ¢ chit hap dan nao thi
it ra anh cfing danh gid cao vé cac kha nang cia nang.

"Co ta chac 13 d3 1am cai gi tdo ton day, minh chic thé" - Anh nghi va &n nhanh
bita diém tam.

Hai muoi phut sau chiéc xe nho hai chd ngdi cia anh dirng banh truwdc ngdi nha
gia dinh Caterham, pho Brook Street. Bundle buwdc xudng bac tam cap chay ra.

Jimmy nhan thiy mat c¢d cé quang tham va dang dap trong nhu mot ngudi mat
ngu.

“Nao, cd di nay ra nhitng vy dod den tdi gi vAy?” Anh néi trong khi chiéc xe 1an banh
r0i ving ngoai 0.

“T6i s& ndi cho anh biét, nhwng khong dwoc hoi gi khi tdi chua ké hét day.”



cau chuyén cta Bundle that dai va Jimmy phai that tinh tdo nam tay 14i dé xe
tranh tai nan cd thé xay ra.

Khi tiéu thu Eileen ké xong, anh thé& dai, chAm cht nhin ¢, hoi:

“c6 khong nhao t6i day chu?”

“Sao kia?”

“Tdi twdng nhu dang nam ma ay.”

“Tdi thi chang ngac nhién vé chuyén dé” €6 gai néi.

“Tat ca cai d6 that kho tin,” Jimmy noi tiép.

“pung vay; toi cling thé. Nhung khdong phai dé 1a 1y do d& cho ngudi ta khdng bao
gi0 gdp nhu thé trong doi song thuc.”

“Tat nhién r6i” Jimmy cong nhan.

-DU sao thi... su hoang twéng cling van phai dua trén thuc té vi néu khong bao gid
c6 bién cd xay ra that thi 1am sao ngudi ta cé thé bia dit ra dwgc chuyén no chuyén
kia.

“puing 1a cd suw that trong cdu chuyén nay” Jimmy- git gii. Nhung, tdi van phai ctt
tw hdi cod dung 1a t6i dang thirc khong.

“Toi cling cé cAm giac nhu vay.”

“Cudi cung, c cho 1a nhu thé di. Xem nao: mot ngudi Nga, mot ngudi My, mot
ngudi Anh..., mdt nguwdi Ao hodc Hung, mot ba qudc tich chua xac dinh va cé thé 13
ngudi Ba Lan... 46, mot mAau nhan vat cla tat ca cac qudc gia!”

“Va con nguoi bic, anh quén a?” Bundle ndi.

“0!,” Jimmy ndi chAm rai.

“sd 2, ngwdi vang mit, chac dé 1a Bauer tén ngwdi hau tuy tung. Hinh nhu d6 1a
diéu chac chan can c& vao diéu ho néi vé mot bao cdo chua nhan duwgec... du 13 tdi
chang hiéu duwgc vi ¢§ gl ma ho cho theo d&i 1au dai Chimneys...”

“Chac 12 cé didu gi d6 lién quan téi cai chét clia Gerald Wade,” Jimmy bao.

“Ho phé phan tay nay 1a da khong tim dugc birc thu ctia Gerry.”

“Chuyén that 5 rang sang t6 va toi phai xin c¢6 thi 16i vi budc dau da to v khong
tin, cd Bundle! Nhung tat cd nhitng gi c6 ké, mdi nghe that khé chip nhin. €6 ndi 1a
ho biét t6i tudn sau sé tdi Wyvern Abbey u?”

“Phai. Va cfing vi chuyén ndy ma ngudi M§ bao 1 chang can phai ban khoan nhiéu
vi anh chila mot anh chang non tré ngd nghéch ma théi.”

“Al” Jimmy kéu to va &n manh nut tang toc lam chiéc xe chom 1én.

Anh im lang mot 14t réi hoi:

“Co6 phai co ndi vdi toi la nha phat minh ngudi Pic cé tén la Eberhard?”

“Vang, nhung sao kia?”

“Chd mét chut. Toi nhd mot ky niém... Eberhard,... Eberhard, phai t6i chac ding 13



cai tén do.”

“Cévan dé gi vay?”

“pay nay: Eberhard 12 modt nhan vat kham phd ra mdt phuong phap méi dé luyén
thép. T6i khdng thé cho c6 nhitng cdng thitc ki thuat vi tdi khong du trinh d6 chuyén
mon, nhung to6i biét 1a 6ng ta da thanh cong trong viéc 1am cho thép cé dd bén cing
dén mrc mot soi thép thdi dd sdnh ngang dwoc voi mot thanh sat day vé do dai bén.”

Eberhard phu trach cdng viéc hang khéng va ngudi ta cd thé gidm dang ké trong
lwgng ctia mot chiéc phi co va nganh hang khong s& hoan toan thay doi. Tdi tin 12 dng
ay da bién phat minh cia minh cho chinh phu bic, nhung chinh pht nay da tr choi
mot cach kha sd sang vi thay phat minh con cé mot thidu sét nao d6. Thé 1a Eberhard
bat tay vao viéc, khac phuc duwgc thiéu sét va moi khé khian trong qud trinh thuc
hién, nhung bi cham long tu trong vé thai dd ctia nhitng ngudi dong bang 6ng ta
nguyén 1a sé khong cho toan nwdc bitc duge huwdng 1oi vé phat minh cia minh. Toi da
cho 1a tat cd chuyén dé khong cé co sd, nhung bay gio lai dwong nhuw 13 su thuc.

“pung vay, Bundle néi ngay” Anh cé Iy diy Jimmy a. Eberhard cé thé 13 da dat van
dé véi chinh pht ta. Ngwdi ta da tham khao hodc sdp tham khao v kién, clla ngai
Oswald Coote va sap t6 chirc mdt th¥ nhw 13 mdt cudc hdi thdo chinh thic & tu vién
Wyvern. Ngai Oswald, Lomax, bd trudng khong quan va Eberhard sé gap go tai day.
Ong nguwoi Piic sé mang theo so' d6 hoac ban vé, va... cai gi dé t6i chwa nhd tén...

“Cong thic” Jimmy goi y.

“Cho 14 cong thic di. Ong ta cd cai dé trén minh va... By Con S6 mudn danh cip
clia Ong ta. Lao nguwdi Nga bao la nd dang gia tdi hang triéu.”

“cé thé nhu thé 1am” Jimmy xac nhan.

“MOt nguoi khac con tuyén bd 1a né con dang gia may mang ngudi nita kia.”

“Chung chang ludng lw gi mot khi thiy cin phai loai di ngudi ndo d6,” Jimmy néi,
khudn mat nhu sat lai.

“Anh 4y chang néi mdt tiéng ndo khac nita,” Bundle dap.

“Tdi rdt mudn biét twdng tan tat ca nhitng gl ma cau ta ndm dwoc vé van dé nay,”
Jimmy noi.

“Ccai gi kia?”

“To0i hoi bi hoang mang mdt chat. Nan nhan tdi 1a ai day? Toi nghi la day khong
phai viéc ma mot cd gai nén dinh vao.”

Bundle cudi mot cach bat dac di. chic 13 Jimmy da phai cAn nhic 1au 1Am dé dat
cd vao cung hang vdi Loraine Wade.

“cé nhiéu co may dé nan nhan tiép theo dé 1a anh chi¥ khéng phai t6i dau” Nang
vui vé nhan xét.

“va néu chuing ta di trwdc mot bude bang cach loai trir ké ndo dé trong s6 dich tha



ctla minh? Sang nay sao thay minh say mau ton? Co cd tin 1a s& nhan ra mdt vai dira
trong sO cd da dwdc ngdm k§ dém qua néu lai gip khong?”

Bundle ludng lu.

“May ra thi tdi c6 thé nhan ra sd 5. Han c6 diéu bd that han hoc mdi khi md miéng
khién t6i chuy.”

“Thé con ngudi Anh?”

Bundle lac d4u:

“pé 12 ngudi ma toi it thay nhat, chi nhin thoing qua, giong néi binh thudng. Han
rat to con, dé 1a diém duy nhat tdi c6 thé néi vé con ngwdi nay.”

“Nhung cé mot phu ni” Jimmy tiép. Chac 13 ngudi ¢ thé dé dang nhan thay hon
ca.

“ft cd may d€ gap lai nhan vat ndy. Chic 13 mu duoc trao nhiém vu chai cac bd
trudng dé moi nhitng bi mat qudc gia khi nhitng vi ndy qua chén! it ra thi nhitng viéc
nhu thé thuwdng xay ra trong tiéu thuyét. Thuc té, mot bd trwdng duy nhat ma toi
quen biét thuong chi uéng nudc néng vdi vai giot chanh thoi. Lay thi du nhu Georges
Lomax. Anh cé thé tudng tuong 1 6ng ta bi mot phu nit xinh dep nwéc ngoai quyén ri
duwogc khong?”

Jimmy lam mot c chi dé néi 1a mot gia thuyét nhu vay 1 hoan toan vo ly.

“Va nguwdi bi 4n, s6 72 Lai lich ctia han, ¢d cé nam dugc gi khdng?”

“Khdng biét mot ti gi. Cling theo nhu trong tiéu thuyét, dé phai 13 mo6t nhan vat
ma tat ca chung ta déu quen biét.”

“Néu lai chinh 1a Georges Lomax?”

Bundle lac dau.

“Trong tiéu thuyét thi dé that 1a tuyét v&i,” Nang néi. Nhung khi ma nguoi ta biét
ro Lomax..

Jimmy dong tinh.

cudc trao ddi kéo dai mot thdi gian, anh v6 tinh cho xe chay chim lai. Vi vay khi
tdi Chimneys, ho da thay dai ta Melrose dang chd.

Jimmy dwoc gidi thiéu vdi dng va ca ba nguwoi cung tdi noi tién hanh cudc diéu tra.

Cling nhw Canh sat trwdng ctia dia phuong da bao trude, cudc diéu tra tién hanh
that don gian.

Bundle khai bdo, 6ng bac si cling thé. Nguwoi ta két luan dé 1a mot cai chét tinh co
do tring dan cta bon tré tap ban chim & khu vudn ciy bén canh. Khi cudc khai cung
két thuc, dai t4 Melrose san sang dwa Bundle vé Chimneys va Jimmy Thesiger thi trd
vé Luan Pon. Cau chuyén ctia Bundle lam anh rat xdc dong, vé t6i nha, anh goi dién
thoai cho Loraine, anh ndi vdi co:

“T6i, Jimmy day. T6i nghi la cd muon biét két qua ctia cudc diéu tra phai khong.



Ngudi ta da két luan doé 13 mot cai chét ngau nhién thoi.”

“That thé w?”

“Phai. Nhung t6i cho 1a c6 diéu gi dé khuat tat. Theo v toi thi vién kham cap da
dwoc ri tai trude. Mot ké nao dé mudn dim vu nay di... Loraine nay...”

“Vang.”

“P3 xay ra nhiéu sy bién la lung. €6 rat than trong day chu?”

Co gai voi kéu 1én day lo lang:

“Nhung sao vay Jimmy? Anh bi nguy hiém u?”

Anh cat tiéng cuvi:

“0 toi thi gidng nhw mot sinh vat bat t. Xin chao c¢d bé” Anh dit dng nghe xudng,
lang yén nghi nggi mot 14t r6i goi Stevens.

“Cau c6 thé di mua cho t6i mdt khau sing ngin khong?” Anh hoi.

“Mdt khau sting ngan w, thua dng?”

Nhung nhu mdt ngwsi hdu mau muc, han khong td vé ngac nhién.

“Loai sung nhu thé nao thwa 6ng?”

“Ta mudn céd mdt th ma chi ¢t bép cd va dé nguyén ngdn tay nhu thé 13 dan no
lién lién.”

“MOt khau sung tw dong, thwa dng?”

“pung day,” Jimmy noi.

Stevens khé kin ddo cudi tham:

“Phan 1dn nhitng 6ng 16n ngwoi My ma tdi biét thuwong cd vat gi dé khac la nhét tui
quin sau dé, thua dng” Han nhan xét.

Jimmy Thesiger cat tiéng cudi.



Chuadng XV
cuQC HOP G TU VIEN

Bundle t4i tu vién Wyvern bang 6 td vao gid udng tra, ngdy th sdu. Georges Lomax
v0iva ra don.

“Eileen than mén,” Ong ta noai.

“T6i rat muon tdi day!” Bundle gidn di noi.

“Ba Maccata sé tdi bang chuyén tau cudi ciing,” Lomax ndi thém.

“Tdi c6 biét dng Thesiger” Bundle néi va trinh trong bat tay Jimmy.

€6 nhAn thiy anh & ngdi gitta dé trong cho cd vé chitng chac hon.

“Nghe nay,” Jimmy thi thAm nhanh trong khi Lomax budc ra xa.

“Bill” Bundle ndi vé kho chiu.

“Tai sao khong?,” Jimmy bao.

“O! T6i biét 1Am chi. Bill 1a mot chang trai cling khd, nhwng ciu ta tinh hay quay
pha lai hd hénh!”

“pung thé, cAu ta chang thong minh 1dm,” Jimmy noéi.

“cé thé anh cd ly. Anh ta tiép nhin thong tin cia anh ra sao?”

“Lam cho c4u ta hiéu su viéc khong phai 1a chuyén dé nhung t6i kién tri va da
thanh cong. Nhat dinh ciu ta sé& tin luc gidp ching ta dén chét thoi, cé thé ndi thé..”

Lomax trd lai vdi ho.

“T6i phai gidi thiéu vdi Eileen: Ngii Stanley Digby, tiéu thu Eileen Brent, 6ng O'
Rourke.”

Ong bo trwdng khong quan nho con, ngwdi tron trinh ¢ nu cudi dé mén; dng O
Rourke, mdt chang trai to 16n, mat xanh, mau ngudi Ai-nhi-lan dam nét. Ong vui vé
chao dén Bundle.

“Thé ma tbi e twdng,” Ong ta khé thi thao.

“Xuyt,” Bundle ndi.

“T6i twdng 1a c6 biét ngai Oswald Coote” Lomax ti€p tuc gidi thiéu.

“Chung t6i chwa tirng gap nhau bao gio” Bundle cudi dap va doi dién véi ba Coote,
nang bao cha nang da ca nggi nhiéu vé tai tri ctia hai ong ba.

Ngai Oswald xiét manh tay Bundle 1am nang khé& cau may. Con phu nhan Coote
sau khi nghiéng minh vé guong gao ben quay sang phia Jimmy duwdng nhu hoan hi
dwoc nhin thay chang.

BAt chip thdi quen x4u 1a chuyén xuéng in diém tAm mudn gid ctia Jimmy, phu



nhan Coote van cé mot sy wu ai ndo dé d6i véi chang trai dé thuong cé gwong mit
hong hao nay. Cai dang vé linh hoat cia chang da 1am ba thich. Ba cam thay cd y
muon cda mdt ngudi me sra cho chang nhitng thdi xu va rén cho chang thanh mot
con ngudi cham chi.

“Ong Bateman” Lomax gidi thiéu ngan gon.

“va mot chang trai gwong mat xanh xao nghiém nghi nghiéng minh trwéc tiéu thu
Eileen.”

“Bay giv,” Ong cht1 nha tiép tuc.

BA nay, mot lic trudc do trd chuyén véi Bateman, ngdi trén di-ving hai chin bat
chéo mot cach kha tdo bao, tay cAm mot cdi tau hat thude 14 dai ngoang nam ngoc
lam.

Bundle nghila minh chua bao gi¢ dugc dung tredc mot ngudi dan ba dep nhu’ thé.
BA cé ddi mat to xanh biéc, mai téc den huyén, 1an da min mang, mot chiéc mii hoi
det kiéu ngudi Slave, than hinh manh dé va mém mai, d6i moi dé choét.

Ba kéu lén:

“Ba Macatta phai khong?”

Nhung khi Lomax dap khong phai 1a ba Macatta va gidi thiéu Bundle, ba ba tudc
gat dau mot cach thd o va lai tiép tuc cau chuyén véi anh chang Bateman bé vé.

Jimmy thi thadm v3o tai c6 gai:

“Chac 13 Pongo da bi ngudi dep Slave mé hodc roi. Thoi hay ra day uong tra.”

Hai nguoi tdi gan ngai Oswald Coote, 6ng nay ndi véi Bundle.

“Lau dai Chimneys cia nha cd rat dep!”

“T06i rat hai long dugc ngai khen.”

“Nhung no rat can duge stra sang lai cho hop vdi thoi nay- Nha dai k§ nghé tiép
tuc ndi” Toi vira mdi thué cai 1au dai ctia cong twdc d' Alton trong vong ba nam trong
khi ch¢ doi tim mua mot dinh co khac. T6i cho 1a than phu ctia ¢6 khong cé quyén
phat mai Chimneys, du rAt muon ban, cé phai thé khong?

Bundle nhuw cé mot vién tudng vé mdt nudc Anh ma & dd cé rat nhiéu dng Coote
vGi rat nhiéu lau dai nhu Chimneys... ma tat ca, tat nhién nhu thé, déu ducgc tan
trang.

Nang thiy vo cung ac cam vdi dng ndy. Tuy biét that vo6 1y. RS rang la néu dem so
sdnh huan tudc Caterham véi ngai Oswald Coote thi dng ndy troi hon han vi c4 tinh
manh mé cda ong lam lu ma tat cd nhitng nguwdi khac. Tuy vay, ngoai nhitng kién
thitc chuyén moén va nghi luc phi thudng ra thi cé thé ngai Oswald 14 mdt ngudi cuc
ky ngu dot. Con huan tudc Caterham 13 mot ngudi thong thao moi cach thuc té nhi
dé hudng thu tat ca nhitng gl cd & trén doi ma vé khoan nay thi ngai Oswald mu tit.

Trong lic mé mai trong nhitng suy nghi trén day thi Bundle dwoc biét Herr



Eberhard d3 t&i nhung phai nam dai vi bi dau d4u. Khi tréo 1én thang gic, nang cam
thay vui vui vi thay minh 13 mot ngudi khach dwoc trong doi tuy cé bi gidm di phan
nao vi sg dung dau vdi ba Macaita dang so.

Khi budc xubng, minh van mot do dai cé dang ten den tréng that nghiém nghi,
nang bi xiic ddng manh: mot 6ng mang bod dong phuc ctia mot day t§ tuy tung ding 6
tién phong. Bong nguoi lun thap dé nhan thay va Bundle ngo ngac dirng lai:

“Ngai Canh sat trudng Battle!” Nang thi thao.

“Phai, chio tiéu thu Eileen.”

“Cé phai 6ng tdi day dé, dé...”

“pé dé mat t4i nhitng bién cd...”

“T6i hiéu.”

“cai thu de doa lam cho Lomax lo sg,” Battle ndi tiép.

“Nhung 6ng khong thay 13...” Bundle chot ngirng lai khong ddm noi 1a cach nguy
trang cda 6ng kha 10 liéu, chang m4y ai khong nhéan ra.

“cd nghi rang,” Ong ta than nhién néi.

“Thu thuc 1a... ding vay” Bundle tht nhén.

Bong mot nu cwoi lwdt trén gwong mat bat dong ciia ngai Canh sat trwdng Battle.

“va cd so rang nhu vy bon t6i pham sé& dé phong phai khong? Thé nao! tiéu thuw
Eileen, sao lai khong nhi?”

“Sao lai khong?” Bundle ngay tho nhic lai.

Battle thong tha 1ac dau.

“Ching ta chang muon 1dm rum beng, phai khong ndo,” Ong ndi.

Bundle nhin dng than phuc. Chang khé khan gl ma nang khong hiéu 13 sy xuit
hién bat ngd cia mdt nhan vat ndi tiéng nhuw 6ng Canh sat trudng Battle cd thé 1am
kinh hoang nhitng ké c6 &m muu xau.

“Muon lam mot siéu th, d6 13 diéu sai lam,” Nha tham t tuyén bo.

Bundle budc di va tu hoi: khong biét da s6 khach moi & day da biét trude cd nguwoi
cta Scotland Yard chwa hoac 1a r6i day sé biét.

Georges Lomax dirng & gitta phong khach, doi may cau lai, mét dién tin trén tay.

“bung la chuyén buc minh. To6i nhan duoc birc dién ctia ba Macatta ndi 1a khong
tdi vdi ching ta dugc. Cac con ciia ba 1én quai bi.”

Bundle cAm thay nhe ca ngudi, nhwng Georges lai ndi vé tiéc nudi:

“T6i phién buc phan 16n 12 vi ¢, tiéu thu Eileen a vi t6i biét 1a 6 mudn 1am quen
vGi ba ta biét chirng nao. Ba ba tudc cling sé rat han do.”

“O! Cai d6 chang sao c3,” Bundle noi.

“p6 1a mot cin bénh rat phién phitc va nguy hiém nhung t6i tin 13 chang dé gi ma
14y lan dugc. DU sao thi, nit ba twdc Macatta chic chan khong thé 1am cho chung ta



bi 14y quai bi dwgc. b6 13 mdt phu nit cd nhitng nguyén tac rat linh hoat va cé y thic
trach nhiém cao ddi véi cong dong. Trong cai thoi dai nd luc toan qudc gia nay, tat ca
chung ta déu phai...”

Nhung thdy 13 sap sa vao mot bai dién vin, Lomax dot ngdt dirng lai va néi tiép:

“Thdi dé tdi 1an sau. VA lai, véi cd thi chang cé gl nguy hiém tai nha minh, con vé
phan ba ba twdc thi than 6i! BA chang con & 1au véi chung ta dau.”

“Ba ta 1a nguwdi Hung phai khong a?” Bundle hoéi vi nang quan tdm dén nguoi dan
ba nay.

“pung. Chac 1a cd d3 dwgc nghe vé bang cia nhitng Thanh nién Hung. Ba b4 tudc 1a
mot trong nhitng 1anh tu ctia ddng nay. Ba rat giau, god chong rat sém, da cong hién
tat ca cda cai va tai nang cho su nghiép chung. Riéng ba phu trach vé van dé t vong
cia tré tho lic nay dang xay ra that khung khiép & Hungari. T6i... Al Kia Herr
Eberhard!”

Nha phat minh ngudi Pdc trong tré hon 13 Bundle tudng. Khong thé qua cai tudiba
mu'oi ba hoac ba muoi tu.

Dang vé cod chut gi dd thiéu lich 1dm dwong nhu dang c6 diéu chi khé chiu, tuy
nhién anh khdng cé gi td ra vé 4c cAm ca. bdi mat mau xanh cta anh cd cai nhin dé
dat va nhitng théi xAu ma Bill nhan thay & anh, thi du nhw’ cAn méng tay thi Bundle
cho 12 d4 13 Idc anh ta bi kich dong ch chang phai vi ly do gi khéc.

Thanh manh va nho con, anh nhu mdt bénh nhan thiéu mau. Anh ndi chuyén
mot chut véi Bundle bang mot thit tiéng Anh thiéu tu nhién va ca hai mirng vui chao
don 6ng O’ Rourkeé vui tinh.

Sau mot 1at, Bill vung vé di vio. Anh tdi gin tiéu thu Eileen cd vé hoang mang mét
moi.

“Chao Bundle. T6i biét 1a c6 & day, nhung t6i ban viéc sudt ngay, néu khong thi da
dén chuyén tro vdi co roi.”

“cong viéc qudc gia hdm nay ning né dén thé kia w?” O’'Rourke hoi day vé cam
tinh.

Bill tha dai.

“Toi khong rd cht cuia 6ng ra sao,” Anh ndi.

“Hinh nhu cdu vira doc mot bai hoc thudc long thi phai” Jimmy vira budc vao, ndi.

Bill nhin chang vé trach mdc:

“Chang ai biét,” Anh budn rau néi.

“Thi du nhu cdu bat budc phai trong nom cham séc ba nit ba tudc,” Jimmy néi
giong nhao bang.

“Sao lai thé dugc?” Bundle héi.

“Sau bita uéng tra,” Jimmy cwoi noi.



“T6i khong sao ma tir choi dugce” Bill ndi va mat do tung burng.

Bundle cam thay hai lo ngai vi c6 biét diém yéu ctia William Eversleigh ddi véi
phai dep. Trong tay mot ngwodi dan ba nhu ba ba tudc, anh s& gidong nhu mot cuc bun
nhao va nang tu héi thém mdt 1an nita 1a Jimmy liéu c6 nhAm dé dat niém tin vao
anh ta khong.

“Ba ba twdc, Bill nhan xét” LA mot phu ni duyén dang va rat thong minh. B3 ay,
trong khi di tham quan ngo6i nha, da dat ra cho t6i da cac cau hoi.

“Nhitng cau héi vé loai gi?” Bundle hoi ngay.

Nhung Eversleigh dap kha 16 mo:

“0! T6i chang con nhé nita... vé lich st cta tu vién, nhitng d6 gd c6, v.v...”

Gitta Idc d6, ba ba twdc, hoi hon hén budc vao phong khach. Ba 10ng 13y trong chiéc
do dai nhung den that dom dang.

Bill di t&i ngay gan ba va chang thanh nién bé vé, mat mang kinh bat chudc chansg.

“Bili va Pongo, ca hai déu bi tiéng sét” Jimmy Thesiger cwdi nhan xét.

Nhung Bundle khdng cho dé 14 diéu cé thé dua vui



Chudng XVII
SAU BUA AN BUQI TOI

Georges Lomax khong phai 13 phan t cai cach va tai Tu vién, ngwoi ta khong quen
dot 10 swdi & phong trung tam. Vi thé ma, sau bita an, cac ba trd lai phong khach. Thoi
tiét & day khong thich hop vdi nhitng ngwdi an van y phuc budi téi theo thdi trang.

Lta chdy trong gian ludi sat xdm den trd thanh mot trung tAm hap dan va ca ba
nguwdi phu nit déu bude tdi gan.

“Brr!” Ba ba twdc bat 1én giong cé Am sic tiéng nwdc ngoai quy toc.

“T6i khong rd tai sao Georges lai khong cho do6t ltra swdi A&m cho ca ngdi nhy”
Bundle ndi.

“C4c vi, nhitng ngwdi Anh, tit ca déu nhu vay” Ba ba twdc ndi va rut ra cai tau hut
thudc 14 dai ngoang bat dau cham lra hut.

“C4i 10 sudinay qua co rdi,” Phu nhan Coote néi.

“Al” Ba ba twdc la 1én.

Cé mot lat im lang. Ba khach nudc ngoai nay to ra khinh khinh choi trdi nén khé
chuyén tro.

“Théat ky quac!,” Sau mot 14t phu nhén Coote noi.

“CAai gi,” B4 ba tudc cat ngang.

Bundle va phu nhan Coote cling bat dau giang giai va cling khé khan mot chut dé
1am cho ba hiéu.

“Tdi cho 13 nhitng tré con Hung ciing cé thé mac” Phu nhan Coote tuyén bd.

“MAc cai gl kia?” Ba ba tuwdc hai.

“Nhitng tré con Hung ciing ¢ thé mac bénh quai bi.”

“T6i khong biét,” Ba ba tudc bao.

Phu nhan Coote ngac nhién nhin ba ta

“Toi twdng la ba phu trach...”

“O! Phai.”

BA ba twdc it cai tdu huat thudc 14 ra khoi miéng va bat dau noéi lién thoang:

“Tdi c6 thé ké cho cac vi nghe nhitng chuyén khing khiép ma t6i biét. Cac vi cd thé
khong tin dau.”

ROi ba bat dAu miéu ta véi rat nhiéu chi tiét nhitng canh déi khd & Hungari. B ndi
hoan canh ctia Budapea sau chién tranh va qua bao thang trAm cho tdi hién nay.
Chuyén théat bi trdng nhuwng Bundle twdng nhu nghe modt bai hoc thudc long. Phu



nhan Coote thi té ra rit xic dong, miéng ba hé nira va ddi mat siu budn nhin chim
cham vao ba b4 twdc. Thinh thodng ba lai chém vao mdt ciu dai loai nhu:

“MOt ¢ em ho ctia tdi ¢ ba d@a con bi thiéu song, thé cé khing khiép khong
chu! ”

Nhung ba ba twdc chang mot chidt chd v t&i ba ma van c thao thao bt tuyét va
cudi cing thi im lang cling dot ngdt nhu khi bat dau ndi.

“Pé, tdi da ké hét vdi cac vi roi day,” Ba ndi.

Phu nhan Coote thd dai.

“Tdi ludn dwgc nghe chdng t6i bdo 13 s& chang 1Am dwgc cai gi ra hdn néu khong
thudng xuyén cé ké hoach. Ong ludn cho nhitng thang loi dng dat dwgc 13 nhd vao
viéc 1am c6 ké hoach.”

Ba lai th& dai vi vira chot vién twdng ngai Oswald cta ba sé ra sao néu ong khong
thanh dat va van git nguyén nhiing dc tinh ma ba biét 16 & mot nguwoi rao hang tré
tudi cia hang san xuit xe dap.

Trong mot gidy dong ho, phu nhan Coote nghi 13 cudc doi cia ba sé vd cung Am ap
néu ngai Oswald da khong cd ké hoach thudng xuyén va bang mot su lién twéng dé
hiéu, ba quay vé Bundle va hdi nang:

“Tiéu thu Eileen nay, hay ndi cho t6i hay 1a c6 cd yéu mén ngudi sép 1am vudn clia
minh khong?”

“Mac Donald 3y a? Trdil,” Bundle luwdng lu.

“O! T6i rat biét didu dé” Phu nhan Coote bao.

va that 1 tuyét khi ngudi ta bt anh ta phai & yén tai chd. Bundle tiép.

“pidu d6 khdong 1am tdi ngac nhién” Phu nhan Coote 1dm bam va nhin Bundle vé
than phuc vi nang da cé thé bat Mac Donald & yén tai chd mot cach dé dang.

“Téi rat thich mdt khu vudon dugce gilt gin va chdm nom chu dio. Ba ba twdc 1am
bam, giong md mang.”

Bundle nhin b3, nhwng dtng lic dé thi Jimmy di vio va néi nhanh bang mot giong
rat la véi nang:

“Cd c6 mudn cung tdi téi xem nhitng hinh cham khac nay khong? Lic nay tdi cé
thé chi cho c6 chiém ngudng.”

Bundle tc thi di ra khéi phong, Jimmy di theo.

“Nhitng hinh cham khic gi vay?” Nang hoi, trong khi d6 thi anh ta khép ctra lai
phia sau co.

“Tdi chang cé cdi gl dé dua cd xem dau, nhuwng toi phai dwa cd ra. Pén day mau,
Bill dang cd mdt minh doi ching ta trong thu vién.”

Eversleigh di di lai lai trong phong vé rat non nong.

“Nay, biét khong,” Anh kéu 1én.



“Tai sao lai nhu thé?”

“con tai sao nita, cd da xen vao mdt vu viéc nghiém trong day. Cé thé danh cudc
chin an mot 1a sé cd mot chuyén phirc tap xay ra va Iac do thi...”

Anh ta nhin c6 gai vé xtic dong khién Bundle cAm thay khoan khoi.

“can phai tranh cho cd 4y tat cd nhitng gi c6 thé mang lai tai hoa, phai khong
Jimmy?”

“T§ cling d3 bao cho c6 ay biét r6i” Jimmy nodi.

“cd thay day, Bundie a, mot ngudi ndo dé trong ching ta cé thé bi thuong.”

Tiéu thu Eileen ngodnh sang Jimmy.

“Anh d3 noi gi vdi Bill thé?”

“O! T4t ca.”

“Cé nhitng diéu ma t6i khong hiéu rd,” Bill thu that.

Anh lai nhin nang vé kho sé:

“T6i xin c6 day, c6 Bundle.”

“Anh yéu cau t6i cai gi co?”

“La c6 dirng bén ngoai tat ca nhitng cai do.”

“Tai sao vay?,” Nang phan doi.

“Cé thé 13 thich thd day, nhung cuc ky nguy hiém. Hay trong guwong Ronny toi
nghiép do.”

“Puing thé,” Bundle noi.

“T0Oi biét 13 c6 rat can dam, Bundle a, nhung...”

“Hay chdm ditt di nhitng 161 khen tang. Ma hay ging hoach dinh mdt chuong trinh
hanh dong thi hon day.”

Nang thay nhe ca ngudi khi Bill chap nhan su dé xuat ciia minh.

“C6 cd ly” Anh noéi. Can phai quan tam tdi nhitng tai liéu lién quan tdi phat minh
ctia Eberhard. Anh ta mang theo dén day hoac dung ra thi ngai Oswald da cé tur trwdc.
Khi cu mdi da bi mat, hét sttc bi mat th nghiém tai xi nghiép ctia 6ng va Eberhard da
cung 6ng tham du vao cac cudc dd. Luc nay day, tit cd bon ho déu tap trung trong
phong lam viéc ciia Lomax va dang tranh luan.

“Ong Stanley Bridge s& & day bao 1au?” Jimmy hoi.

“Ngay mai dng ta quay vao thanh pho.”

“Hum,” Jimmy thot 1én.

“Rat 6 thé.”

“Nhitng bién c0 vay 13, that may, sé xay ra trong pham vi cé gidi han, nhwng diéu
quan trong 13 chung ta khong dugc ng. Trwdc hét cAn phai biét 15 1a cai cong thic
qui hau d6 nd & chd nao dém nay? & chd Eberhard hay 13 & chd ngai Oswald Coote?”

“Chang & chd ai ca. Tdi c6 thé doan chac 1a tdi nay né s& dugc trao cho ngai Bo



trudng khong quan dé 6ng ta ngdy mai dem di. Trong trudng hop nay, tit nhién 1a
O’Rourke sé phai gitt va bao quan.”

“Vay thi ching ta chi c6 mot viéc phai lam. Néu dat van dé 1a sé cd ké nao dém
nay tim cach danh cap nhitng tai liéu d¢, thi ching ta phai luan phién canh gic.”

Bundle m& miéng nhw dé phan d6i, nhung lai mim mdi vao khdng ndi gi ca.

“A nay,” Jimmy khé bao.

“Cau that tuyét Watson” Bill kéu 1én.

“Vay 13 minh thay nhu,” Jimmy tiép tuc.

“Minh cé thé 1am gi khac dugc? Bill néi” Néu chung ta mudén tim giai phap cho
van dé nay.

“Vay nhu thé 13 chung ta sé 1an lwot canh chirng dém nay.”

Bundle lai hé miéng nhuwng van khdng néi gi.

“pung, phai nhu vay,” Bill bao.

“pong y!”

“zut! Bill kéu 1én” Thé 13 cau dugc gic phién dau. €6 thé 13 cAu s& duge thay lai ca
nhitng gi sé& xay ra.

“O! C4 ai ma biét dugc,” Bill néi.

“T¢ thay doé 13 diéu can thiét day.”

Cubi cung Bundle hoi:

“Thé con t6i?”

“con c6 u? €6 di nam va nga khi théi.”

“0! Bundle néi. Thé thi chang thu vi gi.”

“Cling chang biét dau duoc,” Jimmy than mat bao.

“Chac chan 13 thé rdi... Jimmy ndy, t& thay nghi nghi cai ba ba twdc ay.”

“Nao, thoi di,” Bill voi kéu.

“Anh sao ma biét dugc!” Bundle phan bac.

“Tdi chic chan thé. Mot trong cic tuy vién dai st quan Hungari 13 ngudi bao dam
chobaay. ”

“O!” Bundle cd vé sttng sot vé 10i khang dinh cta Eversleigh.

“Cac c0 thi déu thé ca. €6 ndivay la vi ba ta la mot phu nit dep.”

Bundle con la gi cai luin diéu bat cong ctia nam gidi dé.

“Du sao thi anh cfing nén han ché thi tham tam su bén tai ngudi dep day. Toi di
nam day. & chd phong khach budn chét di dugc nén chang muén quay lai nita.”

Nang di ra khdi phong va Bill nhin Jimmy.

“Cai c6 Bundle nay,” Anh ndi.

“T@ cling thé,” Jimmy noi.

“Bundle rat nhay cam, biét 13 cé nhiéu bat cip... nhung ching ta cd phai trang bi



vili khi khong nhi? Lam cai viéc nay, ai cling phai cé vii khi chr.”
“T& cd mot khau sing ngan tu dong, nong xanh biéc,” Jimmy cé vé kidu néi.
Bill nhin anh vé cdm phuc va thém mudn.
“Cai gi da khién cAu mua khiu sing d4?”
“Chang biét nita,” Jimmy thd o dap.
“Mong la ching minh khéng ban nham vao ngudi vo tdi” Bill ban khoan néi.
“Néu thé thi phién 1Am d4y” Thesiger nghiém trang bao.



Chuang XVIII o
NHUNG CHUYEN MAQ HIEM CUA JIMMY

Cau chuyén ctia chung ta tdi day phai chia lam ba phan ranh rot. Pém nay sé xay
ra rat nhiéu su kién va moi ngudi trong ba nhan vat ¢d vai tro ctia minh sé nhan dinh
duwdi mot goc do riéng.

Ching ta sé bat dau bang chang trai dé thuong cta ching ta cé tén 1a Jimmy
Thesiger, Idc chang ta dit khoat bao ban 1a Bill Eversleigh di ngu.

“Ché cdé quén,” Chang nay bao.

“cé thé t& 1a mot thang ngu dan,” Jimmy nhd lai ¢é vé cdm diéu nhan xét ma
Bundle nhic lai cho anh nghe.

“Thi chinh cu cling bao Gerry Wade nhu thé- Bili chdm rdi bao” Cdu cé nhd
khong? Va ciing chinh dém hom &y, no...

“Im miéng di, d6 con vat!,” Jimmy bao.

“C6 chur,” Bill cai.

“C4 thé nhu thé.- Nhwng minh thdy cAu nhu mot thang bé miéng con hai sita ay.”

“T¢ khong sao tin dugc sy dé dang nghe theo cia Bundle-Eversleigh néi” Té cho 1a
cO ta sé& to ra rat budng binh kia day. €6 ta da tién bo, c6 nhiéu tién bo.

“Thi sép cta cu ciling da bao nhu thé,” Jimmy nhan xét.

“Td thi td thay 1a Bundle di xong vao viéc kha tdo bao ddy. Nhung Lomax 1a mot
anh ngdc, bao sao nghe vay... Va bay gid, chao nhé. Pén gid danh thic t&, cé thé khé
lam cho t& day ngay, nhung phai lay manh vao.”

“Néu cAu ciing bat chudc Gerry Wade, thi dit c6 lay manh ciing chang di dén dau”
Jimmy tinh quai noi.

Bill nhin anh vé phat y.

“Tai sao ciu c mudn lam t& e sg?” Anh héi.

“Pd chila chuyén ¢ vay cd tra thoi ma. Thoi cau di dil”

Nhung Bill con c¥ 1an 1ita, vé ban khoan, ditng doi chin no rdi lai chan kia.

“Jimmy nay!” Anh bao.

“cai gi kia?”

“T& chi muodn nédi véi ciu diéu nay: cAu cd chic chan 13 khong phai trai qua nguy
hiém gi khong? Clrng cdi, gan da thi dang hoan nghénh r6i, nhwng mdi khi t& nghi
dén Gerry va Ronny, hai anh ban t0i nghiép thi...”

Jimmy nhin anh buc bdi. Bill han 13 c6 nhitng y d6 that sang sudt nhung thiéu



han sy khich 16 ngudi khéc.

“T& thay 13 can phai cho ciu xem Leopold (Anh ta goi khau stng ngin ctia minh
nhu vay).”

Anh tho tay vao tui chiéc 40 vét-tdng mau xanh thAm ma anh vira thay thé cho bd
16 phuc, 18y ra thit vii khi minh da kiém dugc.

“pay ddng 13 mot khau sting ngan lién thanh thit thiét mau xanh biéc” Anh néi vdéi
vé tu hao khiém ton.

“That thé uw?” Bill hdi rd rang rat xuc dong.

“Thang hau Stevens clia t&d né lung mua day. Cau chi cAn bdp cd 13 Leopold hoat
dong lién.”

“O! Nhung phai can than dy,” Bill néi.

“RO. Tat nhién 1a t& doi hoi Leopold phai hét long gidp td vi t& mua nd kia ma. C
yén tri 1a t& s& khong dé cho mau hiéu sat cia t& ndi 1én dau.”

“Théi chao” Bill lai néi, nhwng 1an nay thi anh budc di that va chi mdi Jimmy & lai
dé bat dau phién gac.

Phong danh riéng cho ngai Stanley Digby & dau canh phia Tay, sat véi phong tam
mot bén va bén kia trong sang mot can phong nhdé hon, noi tam trd ctia Terence
O'Rousrke - Ctra ctia ba can phong nay déu md ra phia mdt hanh lang nho. Vay 13 cong
viéc cia ngudi canh gac kha dé dang. Anh ta dit mot cai ghé dwdi bdng ctia mot cai tl
16n g0 sén & chd ma hanh lang nhé cat ngang hanh lang chinh, ngdi xudng va coi nhw
da chiém duogc mot chd quan sat hoan hao.

Khong con mot 16i ndo khac dé di téi canh tiy. MOt ngon dén dién lai téa sang
xudng doc hanh lang, nén bt c¥ ké nio lang vang dén day déu khong qua mat dugc
ngudi ngdi canh trong bong toi.

Jimmy ngdi that thodi mai, bat chéo chan va dgi. Leopold dat trén dau gdi. Anh
nhin déng ho. Mot gio kém hai mwoi phut dém.

Nhitng ngwoi khich cia Lomax déu da lui vé phong riéng duwoc khoang nam chuc
phut roi. Yén 1ang hoan toan, chi con nghe thdy tir xa xa tiéng tic tic ctia mot cai dong
ho treo.

Cai tiéng dong nhé nhe ndy, Jimmy chang thich ti ndo ca. N6 1am cho anh nhé tdéi
bao nhiéu th\: Gerry Wade va bay chiéc dong ho bao thitc xép hang trén mat 10 sudi.
Ai da dat 1én dé va vi sao?

Su ch¢ doi trd thanh nang né kho chiu, vi ngdi yén bat dong nhu thé nay trong
bdng toi qua 13 rat mét va nhitng y nghi tiéu cuc nhat xam chiém dau dc.

Jimmy nghi tdi Ronny Devereux va Gerry Wade. C4 hai déu tran day nhua song,
day nghi luc. bd 1a nhitng thanh nién cling nhw moi thanh nién khac. Thé ma bay gio
ho diu rdi? Dwdi ba thwdc dat. Anh khdng sao xua dudi di dwoc nhitng v nghi ghé ron



nay trong dau. Vi sao lai thé?

Anh lai nhin déng ho. Mdi cé mot gio hai muwoi. Thoi gian sao ma cham chap! Anh
lai suy nght:

"Bundle dung 13 mdt thiéu nit ky la. DAm mot minh 1An mo vao Cau lac bd Bay Con
SO! Tai sao anh lai khong nghi tdi chuyén d6? Phai ching cai v nghi dé qua khac
thuwong?

"Ai c6 thé 12 s§ 7 day? C6 han trong nha nay vao gid nay khong? cé thé han da gidu
minh sau cai 16t ciia mdt ngudi day té vi han khong sao cé thé 1d mdt trong nhitng
khach mdi duge. Hoan toan khdng thé duoc!'.

Nhung tat ca moi viéc dau phai déu 1a khdong thé dugc!

Né&u anh khong bi thuyét phuc 14 tuyét do6i that nhitng gl Bundle ké thi anh da cho
la nang bia ra tat ca. Anh ngap. That 13 la sao lai budn nga dugc khi di bi kich dong
nhu vay! Anh nhin vao dong ho 1an thit ba: hai gid kém mudi! Thoi gian trdi qua...

BAt thinh linh, anh ngltng thé, nghén diu vé phia trwdc vi vira cd tiéng ddng.

MOt phut troi qua. Tiéng ddng 13p lai, hinh nhu tir tAng trét. C4 tiéng ring rac nho,
nhu cé ai di ron rén trong nha.

Jimmy nhe nhang dng 1én, tién tdi gdn cau thang.

Tat cd lai yén tinh. Nhwng r6 rang 1a anh nghe thay cai tiéng dong nhu co lam cho
nho di 4y, khong phai 1 tuéng twong.

Anh than trong budc xudng cau thang, ban tay phai ndm chit khau sdng ngan,
nhuwng chang nghe thay gl trong tién sdnh. Néu tiéng dong dé anh nghe dugc 13 tir
tAng trét thi chic han 13 phat ra @ phong thu vién. Jimmy ludn téi gin cta, ghé tai
nghe nhung khong thay gi.

Thé 12 bang mot ddng tac bat ngd anh ma to c¥a dd ra, bat deén.

Gian phong 16n rong khong,

Chang trai cau may.

“Thé ma, rd rang 1a...” Chang IAm bam mot minh.

Thu vién 13 mdt phong 16n, ma ba cra ra vao kiém cira s6 déu md ra phia hién
ngodi. Jimmy dén gin cai clra gitta, nd khdng duoc déng chit. Anh day ctra, budc ra,
nhin xung quanh minh va chang trong thay gi ca.

“Tat ca déu lang 18,” Anh noi.

Anh ding yén mot lat, tram ngdm suy nghi roéi quay tr§ vao thu vién, dong va
khod ctra lai, dut chia khod vio tdi. R6i anh tat dén, nghe ngdng roi di dén ctra ra vao
kiém ctra s, tay 1am 1am kh4u sting ngan tu dong.

Hinh nhu cé tiéng chan budc nhe trén hién nha. Nhuwng khong...

Xa xa, tiéng chudng dong ho diém hai gid.



Chuadng XIX o
NHUNG CHUYEN MAQ HIEM CUA BUNDLE

Bundle Brent 1a mdt thiéu ni day nghi luc va day 6c twdng twong. Nang da lwong
trude 1a Bill va ca Jimmy ciing nén, phan doi viéc nang nhat dinh mudn chia sé
nhitng hiém nguy cé thé cé trong béng t6i dém nay. Pa cé y dinh san roi nén nang
thay 13 chang cAn phai tranh cii, mat thdi gian vo ich.

Trudc bita an t6i, tir trong phong riéng qua cra sd nang nhin ra bén ngoai, thiy
nhitng diéu nghiém doan ctla minh cé vé nhu dac thé dé thuc hién du dinh.

Nhitng birc twong cii ki cda tu vién phu day gidy leo va cai ddm gidy leo dwdi civa
s6 nang hinh nhw dic biét dai va chic that dé dang bAm vao ma leo 1én leo xudng
nhit 13 d6i véi mot ngudi hang ngay tip thé duc nhu nang.

K& hoach ma Bill va Jimmy dé ra c6 vé khong t6i nhung, theo nang, chuwa tdo bao
1am. S& di nang khong cé v kién vi nang da du tinh minh sé& di xa hon trong viéc tim
kiém nay.

Trong khi hai chang trai thay phién nhau canh chirng bén trong nha, Bundle
muon riéng minh sé canh chirng bén ngoai. Nang hai long vi da 1am nhu cé vé ngoan
ngodn dong thoi tu hdi khong biét hai ngudi thay thé nao ma lai khong to v nghi ngd
gi nang ca.

TAt nhién 13 Bill chwa dwgc thong minh 13m, lai con rat tin Bundle, nhwng con
Jimmy Thesiger ma lai cé thé dé dang dé nang qua mat minh nhu thé u?

Ngay ldc trd vé phong, Bundle 1ap tc bat tay vao viéc. Nang cdi ngay bd quan 4o
du tiéc toi, mac vao chiéc quan chén. Nang khong mang theo c6 hau phong, ti minh
stra soan va-li, dé khong giy su chu v cho moi ngudi khi thdy nang mang di chiéc
quan ch&n cudi ngua dé di... du hop. Sau khi mac vao chiéc quan chén, mdt 4o pull
sam mau va x4 vao doi giay dé crép, Bundle san sang doi phd véi tat ca.

Nang ciing liéc nhin dong ho. Mdi qua nra dém tuc 13 hiy con rdt sdm. Du cé gi
xay ra thi cling phai khuya chtt nita vi con phai chd cho moi ngudi ngti say da.

Nang dodn 13 moi su s& yén tinh trwdc mdt gid ba muoi sang. Nang tat dién va
ngdi vao gan clra so, khi cAn nang sé mé ngay ra va nam chiac dam giay leo tut xudng.

pém that dep, lanh va yén tinh. Troi diy sao nhung khong co trang.

Bundle thay 1a tut xudng s& kha dé dang vi nang da qua tudi tha au leo tréo nhu
meo trén cac cay trong viron ctia 1au dai Chimneys.

Cling vi vay, nang da tut xudng dat, hoi hon hén mot chdt, nhwng chang sao ca.



Nang ngirng lai mot 1at dé xem xét tinh thé. Nang biét 1a cidn phong ctia 6ng bd trudng
khong quan va thu ky cia 6ng ¢ phia canh tay tirc 1a cdi phan nha do6i dién véi phan
nha ma lic nay nang dang ding.

Tu vién vé phia nam va phia Tay gidp mot cai hién rong chdm dut & chd bic twdng
ngang cua vuon cay. Bundle budc ra hién vé phia nam. Nang nhe nhang di doc trén bo
hién nhung ltc t&i chd ngodt, nang bat chot giat minh.

MOt ngudi dan 6ng sirng sitng trwdec mat chan 16i. Nhung ngay 14p titc nng nhan
ra nguoi do.

“O! Ngai Canh sat truwdng Battle, ngai lam t6i sgl”

“Cling chinhvi vy ma t6i & day. Nha tham t& nhiin nhan dap.”

Nang lai nhin 6ng ta va cang ngac nhién thiy éng chang chti v gi dén viéc cai trang
dé gidu tung tich ctia minh ca.

Battle, to 16n, trang kién, cé dang nguwoi dan Anh 1o rét. Ong cho ngudi ta cdm
twdng: do la mot ngudi thong minh.

“Ngai lam gi ¢ day thé?” Nang khé hoi.

“pé dwgc biét chac chan,” Ong dap.

“O1” Bundle ngo ngac khé kéu 1én.

“Nhu cd chang han, tiéu thu Eileen a. Vi tdi khong cho ta c¢d thudng thudng dao
choi vao cai gid nay.”

“Tdi c6 thé hiéu duwgc 13 dng mudn t6i di khdi day chang?

Canh sat trwdng gat dau:

“MGi hé ntra 101 1a c6 da hiéu roi. Tiéu thu Eileen. L3 tdi mudn vay... C6 da tdi day
bang cra 16n hay ctra s6 day? ”

“Bang mot clra sO. Tut xudng cuc dé khi bAm vao tim giay leo.”

Nha thdm t® ngang dau 1én dang suy nghi roi ndi:

“bung vay.”

“Vay la 6ng muon t6i di w?,” Bundle hoi lai.

“Cé thé khong phai chiriéng cd 13 cd y ay?”

“Nhwng khong ai cé thé khong nhin thay 6ng d6” Nang ndi c6 vé chAm biém.

Canh sat trudng duong nhu thich tht hon 1a phat 1ong.

“T6i rat mong thé,” Ong noi.

Giong cing ran clia dng khong cho phép ban cai. Hoi bdi rdi mot chut, Bundle danh
Iui buwdc. Nang dua tay nam lay dam gidy leo vira redn ngudi 1én thi mot v nghi bat
chot 4p dén lam nang tudt tay xuyt nga 16n xudng dat.

Néu Battle nghi ngd nang! Liéu c6 phai trong cung cach hanh dong ciia minh 1am
cho Ong ta dit van dé nghi ngd? Nang khong ngin ndéi mim cudi roi di vao trong
phong.

”



DU 13 Bundle budc phai nghe theo 1énh ctia nha tham t, nhung nang chang cé v
mudn di vao giwong ngu chit nao ca.

Hon nita, nang cling khong nghi 1a Battle da thuc sy tin minh da phuc tung mot
cach dé dang nhu thé dugc. Ong ta khong phai 13 mot con ngudi dé chap nhan mot
cai gi khong thé tin dugc. Biét rd rang cé mdt cai gl dd rat tdo ton va cling rat dic biét
nhat dinh sdp xay ra ma & yén thi ddi véi Bundle khong sao chiu ndi. Va diéu nay
Battle biét rat ra.

Nang nhin dong ho: hai gio kém mudi. Ludng lv mot 1at, nang than trong md cva
can phong. Hoan toan yén tinh. Nang ldng 1& di 1an theo hanh lang, dirng lai mot ti,
hinh nhu nghe thay mot tiéng gi kéu rac rac. Twéng minh nghe 1Am, nang yén tri di
tiép.

Luc nay nang dang & trong hanh lang 16n va tién vé phia canh tay.

T&i gbc hanh lang nho, nang nghiéng ngwoi nhin va gidt minh khong thay Jimmy
Thesiger & chd gac.

C6 gi xay ra day? Chang trai d6 di dau va thé 1a nghia ly gi?

Gifta lic dé nang nghe thay chudéng dong hé danh hai tiéng.

Bundle van di@ng d4, hoang mang, tim nhuw ngirng dap khi thay:

Cai nAm dam cra phong cta Terence O'Rourke nhe nhang tir tir xoay!

Tiéu thu Eileen nhin v3o né nhu bi hut hon nhung cra khdong mé va nim dam lai
trd veé vi tri ci.

Thé 12 nang bat chot nay ra mdt quyét dinh. Vi Jimmy da bo vi tri cia minh, nang
phai di tim Bill. Nang chay nhanh doc theo hanh lang va chang kiéu cach gi di vao
phong Eversleigh kéu to:

“Day di Bill! Oi, day di nao!”

Khoéng mot tiéng dap.

“Billl” Nang lai goi.

ROi nang bat dén va chung hirng.

Phong rong khong va chin gbi giwdng ngd van nguyén.

Bill di dau nhi?

Nhung bat ngd, nang thiy 14 minh khong phai & trong phong Bill. ¢’ thanh ghé,
nang nhin thay mdt cai 4o choang, trén ban trang diém 12 toan bd do trang stic nit va
chiéc 4o dai nhung ctia ba ba tuwdc treo trén gia.

Trong lic v0i vang, Bundle d3 nham cira.

Nhung ba ba tudc cling di dau?

Gitta ldc nang dat cau haéi do thi sy vén tinh trong dém bat chgt bi pha va...

Tiéng 6n ao dén tir tang trét. Bundle ra khoi phong va chay xudng cau thang.

Nhitng ghé ngbi va cham nhau trong phong thu vién va ngudi ta con nghe thay ca



tiéng gidng co, vat 16n.
Tiéu thu Eileen ging sttc m& canh cfa nhung khong dwoc vi né da bi cai chét bén
trong va... bat thinh linh hai tiéng né lién tiép vang lén.



Chuang XX o
NHUNG CHUYEN MAQ HIEM CUA LORAINE

Loraine Wade ngoi lén giwong va bat dén. Luc dé 13 mot gio kém mudi phit.

Loraine di ngh tir Itic chin gif rudi va cé cai nang khiéu dic biét 1a cé thé thic day
dung l4c nao da dinh. Nang ngoi nghi mot ti.

Hai con ché ctia nang déu & trong budng. Mdi con ngudc dau 1én nhin c6 cht tré vé
do hai.

“Nam yén dAy, Lurcher!” Nang bo né.

Con ché ngoan ngodn diat mdm vao gitta hai chan, nhwng van dwa mat d&i nhin co
cht qua ddm 16ng rAm tr dau thong xudng.

Bundle da c6 mot lic nghi ngd vé ngoan ngoan phuc tung ctia Loraine. Nhirng qua
cai bé ngoai diu dang to6 ra that biét diéu, that san sang ding ra bén 18 su viéc cla
Loraine da 1am tiéu tan tat cd nhitng y nghi da nghi ctia nang.

Tuy nhién, néu ngdm that ki khudén mat cd gai, ta s& nhan thiy cai hdm nhé
quyét doan va do6i moi luébn mim chat todt ra mot nghi luc that cing cai.

Loraine ding lén, mac mot bo do vai tho, dut vao tii 4o mot chiéc dén pin, tdi bén
kia mot khau sting ngin nhé bang bang nga voi trong gidng nhy mot th dd chai
nang mdi mua ngay hom trudc.

P& duoc chic chan 1a minh d3 khong quén gi cd nang dwa mat nhin lwét khap
gian budng.

Lic d6, con ché to ditng 1én tdi gan cd chl, vay vay cai dudi vé van nai, nhung
Loraine 1ac dau.

“Khong, Lurcher! Ta khong mudén may di theo dau. Hay & lai day va hiy ngoan
ngoan.”

Nang luét nhe mot cai hon 1én dau con vat, bat né lai nam xudng rdi nhe nhang di
ra khoi buong déng chat ctra lai phia sau minbh.

ROi nang roi can nha di téi nha chita xe, & dd chiéc xe con ctia nang di san sang.
Khoang dat chd d6 hoi doc nén nang cho xe 1an banh mot quing roi mai khéi dong
may. ROi, nhin dong ho, nang nhan ga tang thém tdc do.

Loraine dé xe vao chd da chuin bi trwdc noi hang rao cé mot 16 hong, qua dé cd thé
vao khu vudn clia tu vién Wyvern mot cach dé dang. Nang rao bude di that nhanh vé
phia ngdi nha. Phia xa xa, chudng dong ho diém hai tiéng.

Tim cd gai ddp manh khi di t8i gan hang hién. Xung quanh vang ngit, yén ling
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tuyét doi. C6 Wade ding yén tai chd nghe ngéng, nhwng bat ngd, khong hé cé mot
dau hiéu nao bao trudc, mot vat gi do roi bich xudng canh chan. Nang cdi xudng va
nhat 1én mot boc bén ngoai quan gidy mau nau sam.

Nang v tinh ngang diu 1én va nhin thiy mdt béng dan dng dang viu vao dam gidy
leo tut xudng. Khong chut chin chit, ning co cang chay mang theo cai boc gidy mau
nau sam.

Phia sau nang tiéng huynh huych vat nhau vang 1én. R6i mot tiéng khan khan:

“Budng tbiral”

Va mot tiéng khac ma Loraine rat quen, dap:

“Khong doi nao!”

C6 gai chay nhu dién doc theo hang hién, dén cho gip khtic, nang x0 ngay vao hai
canh tay ctia mot ngu'oi dan ong cao to Iuc ludng.

“Nao, nao!” Canh sat trudng nho nhe bao.

Loraine c6 gang suc 1ap bap:

“Mau, mau lén! Ho dang giét nhau. 0i! Mau 1én...”

Gitta ldc dd, mot tiéng sung nd, roi tiép 13 mot tiéng nita vang 1én.

Canh sat trudng Battle chay nhanh vé phia dd, Loraine baAm theo sau. Ho di t&i goc
hién r6i dén cai civa md toang cia phong thu vién.

Battle nghiéng nguwoi bat dén pin. Loraine nhin qua vai 6ng va khong kim duoc
mot tiéng nic nd.

Jimmy Thesiger ndm séng sugt trén bac cra, dwdng nhw, trong mot viing mau.
Canh tay phai thong xudng khac la.

Loraine kéu 1én tham thiét:

“Anh ay chét roi! Oil Jimmy, Jimmy! Anh 4y chét roi!”

“Thoéi nao, chd vdi hoang mang nhw vay,” Battle diu dang bao.

CO gai tuan theo, 130 ddo di vao phong va bat dién. Battle thd phao nhe nhém bao:

“Khdng cd gi dang ké. Anh ta chi bi thuong nhe & canh tay phai, nhung mau ra
nhiéu nén ngat di ma thoi. Hay téi day givp t6i.”

CO tiéng gd cra thu vién va cd tiéng ndi xi x3o. Loraine nhin vé phia do hoi:

“Phai lam sao bay gio?”

“Chang cé gl phai vdi va,” Battle bao.

Loraine budc dén gin. Bang mot chiéc khin tay to va sach, canh sét trudng khéo
1éo budc vao canh tay bi thurong ctia Jimmy.

“Khong phai lo gi dau” Battle noéi. Khong phai vi mat nhiéu mau ma anh ta ngat di
ma con vi ngd dau bi va cham manbh..

Bén ngoai, tiéng dap ctra cang dir doi va tiéng Georges Lomax hét to:

“Ai & trong d6? Hay md ctra mau!”



Battle th& dai;

“Théi, danh phai nhuong bo ho. That dang tic. Nhung 6ng con dwa mat nhin
khap gian phong.”

Khau sting luc tv dong nam bén canh Jimmy. Canh st trwdng than trong cam lén
ngam nghia, thdt mot tiéng cdu nhau rodi dat 1én mat ban. Sau do, 6ng ra maé cla...

Nhiéu ngudi nhay x6 vao cling néi mot ldc. Lomax, trong con xdc ddng, 1ap bap:

“CAai... cdi... nay la sao day?”

“Al Kia ngai canh sat trwdng! Co gi xay ra vay?”

Billl Eversleigh kéu to:

“Troi dat oi! Jimmy!”

Phu nhan Coote, trong tam 4o ngti mau hong nai:

“0il chang trai khon kho!”

Va ba di tdi quy bén canh than hinh chang trai vdi dang vé mdot ba me.

Bundle kéu to:

“Loraine!”

Herr Eberhard thot 1én:

“Gott in Himmel"*'!”

Vva mot vai tiéng than nita cung loai.

Ngai Stanley Digby kéu to:

“Troi bat, cai gi vay?”

Mot ¢6 hau phong rén ri:

“Trong kia mau!”

Ngudi bép trudng l1ay lai can ddm goi mdt vai ngudi diy t& va Rupert Bateman, vdi
dau 6c thuc dung héi Lomax:

“Thwa ngai, c6 nén bao moi nguoi hay giai tan khong? Moi nguwdi trd lai binh tinh.”

“Khdng thé tin dugc,” Lomax noi.

Nhung Canh sat trwdng ném cho 6ng mot cai nhin canh cio khién 6ng chi nha
trd lai vé de dat thuong ngay.

“Thoéi ndo, moi ngudi hay trdé vé ngu tiép di- Ong vira ndi vira di ra phia clra” vVira
Xay ra mot, mot...

“MOt chuyén nhd” Battle binh tinh tiép.

“bung thé, mot chuyén nho. T6i s& rat biét on néu tat ca moi nguoi déu trd vé
phong minh.”

T4t nhién 1a moi nguwdi déu mién cudng tuan theo.

“Phu nhan Coote! Xin mdiba.”

“Chang trai khon khd!” BA ndy vira nhic lai vira chdm rai d@ng 1én.

Gitta ltic d4 thi Jimmy ddng day, ngdi 1én va hoéi bang mdt giong mét nhoc:



“Cé cai gi xay ra thé?”

L0 d0 nhin ra xung quanh mot 1at, tri nh@ ctia anh tré lai:

“C4c 6ng da bat han lai chwa?” Anh héi nhanh.

“Ai kia?”

“Nguoi dan 6ng tir ting trén nam dam gidy leo tut xudng dy. To6i ddng & chd nay
gan cla ra vao kiém ctra so. T6i ¢ tim 14y han va ching tdi d3 danh nhau.”

“pd 1a mdt tén trom nguy hiém,” Phu nhan Coote noi.

Thesiger, sau khi lai nhin ra xung quanh minh, ndi tiép:

“Hirm! TOi so 12 chiing ta d& lam cho d6 dac gdy hong hét. Han khoé nhu vam.
Chung toi da danh nhau kich liét.”

Tinh trang cin phong d& xac nhan 16i khang dinh d4 vi tat ca nhiing gi dé v& & day
déu da bi nat gy tan tanh.

“ROi sau do, cd gi xay ra nita?” Battle hoi Jimmy dang nhu tim kiém mot vat gi.

“Leopold, vua cia nhitng sing ngdn mau xanh cta tdi dau roi?”

Battle tré vao vii khi dé trén ban.

“C6 phai né day khong?”

“vang, tdi d3 ban may phat?”

“Mbi mot phat.”

Jimmy to6 ra kho chiu.

“O! T6i that buc minh,” Anh 14m bam.

“Ai d ban trwdc?”

“sy that bat budc phai ndi ra 1a chinh t6i,” Thesiger néi.

Va anh vo dau budn buc.

Ngai Stanley Digby da cham chu nghe.

“Anh bao 12 ngudi dan dng d6 xudng bang 16i ctra s6 w?,” Ong kéu 1én.

Ong ta chay ra khoi phong va di khuat. Chang ai néi mot 10i.

MaAy phut sau, ngai bd trwdng trd lai.

Khuon mat tron to twoi vui ctia 6ng xam xanh nhu mat xac chét.

“Ong Battle!,” Ong kéu 1én.

1] Tiéng Puc cé nghia: O0i,Troi dat!.



Chuang XXl
THAY LAl TAI LIEU

“Der Liebe Gott'''I” Herr Eberhard 14m bam, mat miii tai xanh.

Lomax vé nghiém trong quay sang nha tham t:

“Cé dung vay khong, 6ng Battle? VAy ma tdi da trao cho 6ng trdch nhiém vé vu
nay.”

Canh sat trwdng v4i vé than nhién thudng 16, khong mot co bap ndo trén mat dong
day noi:

“Nhitng ngudi cd ban linh nhat trong ching tdi d6i khi cling to ra bat luc.”

“vay 12 6ng muon néi, mudn ndi toet ra 1a nhitng tailiéu da bién mat han?”

Nhuwng tat ca déu hét sic ngac nhién thiy Canh sat trudng lac dau lia lia:

“Khong, khong. Tinh thé khong dén ndi tuyét vong nhu cac ngai twdng. TAt ca déu
suon sé. Duy chi cé viéc toi da khong lam tron trach nhiém va phai ta on co gai nay.”

Vira ndi ong vira chi tay vao Loraine dang ngac nhién nhin ong.

Bundle budc dén gan co, cam 1y cai gdi boc gidy mau nau co van gift trong tay.

“Thua ngai Lomax,” Nang noi.

Ngai Stanley Digby nhanh chan budc 1én trwdc 6ng chti nha, cAm lay cai boc, md ra
va xem xét nhanh vat gdi trong dé. Mot tiéng thé phao nhe nhdm, 6ng lau tran trong
Itc Herr Eberhard 6m tap tai liéu vao nguc thot ra mot trang tiéng buc.

Ngai Stanley quay vé Loraine, nam chit tay c6 va néi:

“Con cua ta! Chung ta vo cung biét on con.”

“Chac chan 13,” Lomax thém.

Ong dirng lai, bAn than, va nhin ¢ gai hoan toan xa la ddi véi minh. Loraine nguwdc
mat nhin Jimmy vé cau khan. Jimmy voi chay téi cttu trg.

“Po 1a co Wade,” Anh ndi.

“That vay u!,” Lomax noéi, va dén lwot minh xiét chit tay co gai.

Ong dirng lai va mot s6 nguwdi cd mit cdm thiy cé phan khé khin dé giai thich.
Nhung Canh sat trwdng da 6n ton can thiép.

“C6 18 tot hon la chua nén dé cip dén van dé dé vao luc nay, ong a.”

Bateman ciing gép phan danh lac:

“Co 1€ phai di tim bac sTxem bénh trang cho 6ng O'Rourke chit, thura 6ng?”

“Tat nhién!,” Lomax kéu 1én.

Ong nhin Bill r6i ra 1énh:



“Goi dién cho bac sT Cartwright. Moi 6ng ta dén va, néu cé thé, 1am cho dng ta hiéu
1a phai gitt hoan toan bi mat.”

Eversleigh di ra.

“Toi theo ong, 6ng Digby,” Chu nha bao.

Vira ndi 6ng vira nhin Rupert Bateman, con ngudi luén té ra cd tinh than trach
nhiém nay, hoi:

“Ngai c6 mudn toi cung 1én khong, thua ngai.”

Georges gat dau vé cam on vi dng thay la chang thanh nién nay thuc su hitu ich
doi vdi dng va ca ba nguwoi cung ldc roi phong Thu vién.

Phu nhan Coote 14m bam giong thAm tram:

“Chang trai khon kho! €6 thé 13 t6i phai lam cdi gl d6 cho anh ta” va ba ciing budc
ra khoi phong thu vién.

“pting 1a mot ti mau,” Battle tram tw nhan xét.

C4 ba cap mat déu huwéng vé dng ta.

“T6i tw hoi 13,” Ong cham rai tiép.

“0il.” Loraine kéu.

Battle lac dau.

“Toi khong tin cai gi lai bi tham nhu vay va téi nghi dang Ig...”

Ong dirng lai, nghiéng dau nghe va ra hiéu cho moi nguoi yén lang.

MOt 14t sau moi nguoi déu nghe thay tiéng dong ma vdi doi tai dwge huan luyén
thuin thuc 6ng da nghe thay trude tién.

Tiéng nhitng buwdc chan vang 1én ngoai hién va mot béng ngudi to ddm hién ra
trén nguwdng cira ra vao kiém ctra so.

Ngudi méi dén dirng budc, dwa mat nhin 1an lwot moi ngudi va ngai Oswald, phai,
duing 13 6ng ta coi nhw tran ap tinh thé Iuc do.

Ong ta hoi Battle:

“Co gl xay ra @ day vay?”

“Mot toan tinh trdm cap.”

“Chila mot toan tinh thoi u?”

“Phai, nh& cé cd gai ndy, cd Wade, bon trom d3d danh cap truot.”

“Al” Ngai Oswald noi.

“Ong tim thay vii khi nay & dau, dng Oswald?”

“Trén bai cd. CO 18 tén trdm, lic chay tron da danh roi. T6i thin trong nhit 1én vi
nghila cd thé 6ng mudn tim dau van tay & trén khiu sing.”

“Ong da lam rat dung, 6ng Oswald a” Battle ndi va nhe nhang dén 14y khiu Mauser
dat 1én ban bén canh khau sung cta Jimmy.

“Va bay gi0,” Ong Coote ndi tiép.



Nha thadm t tdm tit ngan gon su viéc va ngai Oswald cau may.

“T6i hiéu,” Ong néi.

“Tai vi chi nghe 6ng Thesiger ké lai, chting t6i mdi biét cé ké tin cong 6ng ta” Battle
kho6 khan ndi.

“Ong khong nhin thiy nd ngoat vao goc hién u?”

“Khong, t6i chdm mat vai gidy. Troi khong trang nén tén do trd thanh vo hinh khi
budc ra khéi hién. Han phai chay thuc mang sau khi dd n6 sung.”

“Hurm!,” Ong vua thép ndi.

“Ba nguoi cia toi thi da dat canh trong vur'on” Battle binh tinh trinh bay.

“Ol,” Ngai Oswald c6 vé hoi bdi r6i ndi.

VA tiép:

“Thé ma... ho chang 1am gi cal”

“Thé ma... ho chang 1am gi c3!” Nha tham t nhic lai vé nghiém trong.

Ngai Oswald nhin Battle, giong ndi cia Canh sat trwdng lam 6ng ngac nhién va ong
hoi ngay:

“Ong cd thé ndi toi rd tat cd nhitng gi dng nam dwgc chang?”

“T4t ca nhitng gi t6i ndm duoc, vang, thua ngai Oswald. Nhitng gl ma t6i tém tat
c6 hoi khac mot chut. €6 thé 1a v nghi cda tdi cling kha la lung, dé téi khi ndo ma su
chinh x4c cta né kiém chitng dugc, chit toi trinh bay ra day ciing vd ich ma thdi.”

“Thé nhung,” Oswald cham rai.

“Trudc hét, thuwa ngai, toi thay & day rat nhiéu gidy leo. Xin ngai tha 10i, gidy leo
bam ca vao vét-tong ctia ngdi. Vang, cd qua nhiéu gidy leo. Cai d6 lam cho van dé
thém phtc tap.”

Ngai Oswald nhin 6ng dinh néi gi dé nhwng bi ngan lai vi Rupert Bateman x0c vao:

“Oil Té ra 1a ngai & day, ngai Oswald! Thé 1a tdi yén tam. Ba nha vira phat hién su
vang mit clia 6ng, twdng dng da bi bon dao tic Am hai rdi. Toi thay 14 ngdi can, ngai
Oswald a, phai 6n dinh tinh thin cho ba nha ngay.”

“Maria that dién r6,” Oswald cau may noi.

Va 6ng roi phong di theo ngwdi thu ky ctia minh. - Pd 1a mdt chang trai that
nghiém tuc - Battle nhin theo ho, bdo - Anh ta tén I1a gl nhi?

“Bateman Rupert, cé biét danh 1a Pongo” Jimmy dap. To6i 1a ban hoc ctia cau ta.

“That thé u? Rat hay day, ong Thesiger a. v kién ctia 6ng vé anh ta nhu thé nao hoi
do?”

“0! van 1a mot thang ngu ngo nhu bay giv.”

“Toi khong tin 1a anh ta lai kém thong minh nhw 6ng da danh gia.”

“Chac dng biét rd tdi muodn ndi gi. Chwa han ciu ta 13 mot thang ngu. N6 cling cé
mot bd 6c diy, nhung d3 ty hanh ha minh nhiéu, dé dau 6c ban rdn qua ding va



thiéu nghiém trong tinh hai hwdc.”

“That rat dang tiéc,” Nha tham tr bao.

“T6i khong nghi 13 Pongo ludn ¢ su phién muodn,” Jimmy noi.

“Ong Canh sat trwdng Battle!” Bundle ndi.

“Vang, thwa tiéu thu Eileen?”

“Ong khong thay ngai Oswald mot minh di dao trong vurdn gitta dém khuya khodt
13 ky la sao? Ma dng 4y chang néi gi ca.”

“O! Ngai Oswald 1a mot con ngudi gid dan,” Nha tham tr dap.

Trong giong ndi ctia Canh sat trudng nhu chira dung mot sw than phuc rat chan
thuc khién Bundle im l1ang.

“va con bay gid,” Battle ndi tiép dong thdi dwa mat nhin quanh minh véi mot cai
nhay mat tinh quai.

“pang 18 cd ta phai thay x4u hd,” Jimmy kéu.

“Nhung vi sao ma toi lai phai dirng ra mot bén kia chi¥?,” Loraine hang hai kéu 1én.

“Tdi thi c6 nghi ngd chut dinh,” Tiéu thuw Eileen noi.

“Va toi thi toi c@ tudng c6 1a mot nguwdi rat biét diéu day” Thesiger noi.

“O! chang khd khan gi dé danh lira dwgc anh dau, Jimmy thAn mén” Loraine néi.

“Cam on vé cau noi tot lanh do,” Chang trai ndi.

“khi anh dién cho t6i hay 13 s& cé nguy hiém thi t6i lai cAng cwong quyét hon bao
giy hét va tdi di tim mua mot khiu sting ngan, nd day nay.”

Vira néi nang vira chi vao khiu sting ma Battle vira gidt 1ay trong tay nang dua 1én
ngam nghia.

“pay 1a mot mon do6 choi rdt dang sg, c6 Wade a. Battle tuyén bd” Thé c6 da biét
cach st dung chwa?

“Chua tirng,” Loraine dap.

“bung vay” Battle nghiém trang noi.

“Tdi mudn tdi day dé xem cé gi xay ra. TO6i da dé xe toi trén dwdng, virot qua hang
rao va tréo lén hién. T6i dang dwa mat nhin quanh minh thi mot vat gi dé bong roi
xudng canh chan. Tdi nhit 1én va nging dau xem do vat dd cé thé tir dau ném tdi thi
nhin thdy mot ngudi dan 6ng tir trén gac bam day leo tut xudng, thé 13 tdi co cang
chay.”

“Hay 1am,” Battle bao.

Co gai lac dau:

“Troi rat toi, toi khong sao nhan biét rd. Toi chi thay d6 1a mot ngudi to 16n, thé
thoi.”

“Va con dng, ong Thesiger?,” Nha tham t quay vé Jimmy hoi.

“Han luc luBng va rat khoe, t6i chi biét ngan dy. Han c thét ra mAay tiéng nghen lai



trong c6 hong vi ldc d6 tdi nam 14y c6 han. Hinh nhu han bao:”
"Xin hdy budng tdi ra, 6ng chu!".

“Vay dd la mot nguwdi trong dam ha tién.”

“T6i cho 1a nhu vay, han néi nang tho 15.”

“T6i khong hiéu 18,” Loraine bao.

“Khong phai thé dau,” Battle dap.

“Cho t6i?”

“Hay ndi dung hon, 1a cho ngwoi ma tén trdm da nham c6 1a ngudi do.”

“Nhu vay 1a cau chuyén di trd nén phic tap réi d6” Jimmy noi.

“Ong Thesiger nay, khi 6ng vao trong phong do, 6ng c6 bat dién 1én khong?”

“Co.”

“va 6ng thay chi c6 mdi minh 6ng trong d6?”

“Hoan toan mot minh.”

“Tuy vay, 6ng cé twdng nhu nghe thay tiéng ngo ngudy.”

“Vvang.”

“Cudi cling, sau khi m@ ctra ra vao kiém ctra s6 6ng da tat dién va khoa cira lai?”

Jimmy gat dau.

Battle chdm rai nhin xung quanh minh va dwa mat nhin vao mdt cai binh phong
16n bang da Cordoue dung tredc mdt trong cac gia sach thu vién. Ong di dén phia dé,
nhin vao phia sau chiéc binh phong va kéu 1én khién ba ngudi tré tudi chay mau téi.

Nam vat trén san nha, nit ba twéc Radzky nam bat tinh.

1] Tiéng PGc cé nghia: Oi thanh yéu kinh.



Chuadng XXII
CAU CHUYEN CUA NU BA TUGC RADZK

Cach tinh lai cia ba ba twdc khac han cich cta Jimmy Thesiger. B hoi tinh lai rat
cham chap, mdt cach vd cung nghé thuét... Nghé thuét 1a tiéng Bundle dung lic nang
vOi vang chay dén vdi nguoi dan ba bat tinh nhan sy nay. Ba ba tudc ngay tic thi da
dua mot ban tay trang tréo va run ray lén tran minh déng thdi thot ra vai ba tiéng
nghe khong ro.

Do cling chinh 1a lic ma Bill, sau khi goi dién thoai, trd lai phong thu vién va theo
y kién ctia Bundle, d3 x sy nhw mdt ngwdi hAm ham. Anh cudi xudng ba ba tuwdc vé
mat lo 1Ang va hdi ba mdt trang nhitng cAu hoi chang ra dau ra dudi gi ca.

“Hay tin t0i, ba ba tudc! Khong sao cad! Khong cé lam sao cd ma! Ba dirng cd noi
ning 1dm gi ma mét day... BA c nén nam yén... va rdi ba s& nhd ra tat ca. birng ndi gi
cho dén khi ba hoan toan hdi phuc... Hiy c6 gang nghi ngoi, khép mat lai... tri nh§ sé&
trd lai vdi ba chi trong choc lat nita thoéi... BA hdy udng mot chdt nuéc... hodc mot
chut rwgu manh. Vang, dung thé! 6 phai khong Bundle nhi, mot chut rwgu Co-
nhic?”

“Trdi dAt o, Bili, anh hay dé cho ba iy ndm yén ndo,” Bunde néi vé gian dit.

ROi, vdi ban tay thanh thao, nang lai rAy nuwéc lanh 1én khudn mat day phin son
ciababd twdc.Ba nay gidt ndy nguwoiva lom com ngdi day.

“Al” Canh sat trudng reo 1én.

“Bat thinh linh, t6i nghe thay cai gi d6,” Ngudi thiéu phu tré bat dau bang mot
giong bi kich.

“Nhung ma...” Thesiger bat dau...

Mot ban chan to twdng dAm vao chan anh va Jimmy im lang vi anh thay 1a Battle
mudn nghe tiép.

“TOi twdng chét vi sg hai,” Nt ba tude tiép tuc.

Jimmy lai m& miéng dinh phan bac, nhung lai thoi...

“N6 di qua gian phong, nhin ra ngoai, rdi quay lai, tat dén, déng khda clra. THi sg
run 1én! N4 rén rén di lai trong phong. 0il That 1a khung khiép! Néu né ma nhay x0
vao tdi trong béng t6i. MOt 14t sau t6i nghe thiy nd lai dén gin clra s, roi yén lang
mot Idc 1au... tdi hi vong 12 né da thodat di bang 16i d6... Ting pht, tirng phut trdi qua,
t6i chang nghe thay gi nita, da twéng 1a... Tdi dinh bAm dén pin dé cho chic chan thi...
ngay lap tic, tat ca lai bat dau!”



“That thé u?”

“0il That kinh khung... va khong bao gid¥%, khong bao gid tdi cd thé quén dwgc! Hai
ngudi dan 6ng quan nhau, cd gang sat hai nhau. b6 dac xung quanh dé v tung toé...
TOi twdéng nhw con nghe thay tiéng kéu ctia dan ba... nhung tir xa bén ngoai... Toi
pham c6 giong khan khan va nd lai lau bau di lau bau lai cau "Budng to6i ra, budng toi
ral” Ké kia cé giong Am sic tiéng Anh chon loc.”

Jimmy thay nhu dwoc phinh.

“N6 chui thé,” Ba ba tudc tiép tuc.

Thiéu phu nhin Bill cAm 14y tay ba ta vira vd vd vira 14m bam:

“Khon kho cho ba! CAu chuyén méi ly ky lam saol”

“"That ngd nghé qua ddi!”” Bundle nghi tham.

Battle 1ang I& di dén gin gid sach, cii xudng tim...

MOt 14t sau, ong dirng 1én bao:

“Khong phai 1a vién dan, ba ba twdc a, ma chi 1a ci vo dan. Ong di dirng chd nao
khi bdp co sung ong Thesiger?”

Jimmy budc téi gan clra so:

“¢&*chd nay thiphai.”

Canh sat trudng cling t&i ding vao chd dé.

“cé thé dung nhu vay,” Ong ndi.

“Than 6i!,” Anh néi.

Ba ba tudc nhin anh kham phuc.

“O! Nhung canh tay bang bé cta dng! €6 phai 6ng...?”

Jimmy gic tay chao vé chAm biém:

“T6i that han hanh dwoc ba thay téi cé mot giong ndi lich thiép, nhuwng xin ba biét
cho chic chin 13 t6i s& chang thét ra 161 chai thé khi biét ¢ mot ba phu nhan lang
nghe!”

“T6i chi hiéu 16m bdm thoi ma,” Thiéu phu vdi va thanh minh.

Jimmy gat gat dau:

“pung 1a cd gido chang bao gi® day ba cau dé. €6 ta chic 13 tap cho ba ndi cai but
viét cia 6ng ciu ba hodc cai 6 du cia chau gai ngwoi lam vwon... Toi, tdi biét nhitng
cau dd. ”

“Nhung ma cé gi da xay ra vay?,” Nit ba twdc hoi.

C6 mot 1at yén lang va tat cd moi ngwoi nhin nha tham t,

“Rat don gidn,” Battle noi.

Nt ba twdc ném mot cai nhin la ky cho c6 Wade va lanh lung buéng mot cau:

“Théat thé u?”

“vi mot sy trung hop ngau nhién may man, c6 ay da cé mat tai d6” Battle cudi noi.



Ni ba tudc thd dai, nhAm mat lai 1am bam:

“T6i thay mét 14 ca nguoil”

“Chang 14y gi 1am la,” Bill kéu.

“Tiéu thu Eileen that 13 t6t bung,” Ba b4 tudc bao.

vira néi ba vira ditng 1én nam 14y canh tay Bill dwa han vao chang va di ra khéi
phong. Bundle di theo ho ra tdi tién sdnh, nhuwng nit ba tudc lanh Iung bao lai 1a ba
chang con cAn gj, tiéu thu Eileen Brent chang nén di xa hon nita...

BAt ngd, trong lic d&i mat theo béng ngudi dan ba thanh lich, Bundle chgt giat
minh: cling nhu chiing ta d3 nhan xét, chiéc 4o dai nhe va mong ctia ngudi thiéu phu
gan nhu trong sudt, nén Bundle nhin thay rd rang dudi xwong ba vai phai ctia ba ta cd
mot chAm nau den nhd.

Nang lap ttc quay vé nhay x6 dén gin Canh sat trudng vira rdi thu vién theo sau
Jimmy va Loraine.

“T6i d3 déng ctra s6,” Ong noi.

“T6i cAn phai bdo ngay vdi 6ng mot viéc... ngay 1ap tuc!”

“Nhat dinh roi... toi...”

Gitta lic d6 Lomax xuat hién ctung vdi bac si Cartwright va noi:

“Al Ong Battle day roi! Chac 6ng phai hai long khi biét 13 dng O'Rourke khong bi
nguy hiém gi ca.”

“T6i cling da tin nhw thé” Nha tham t& dap.

“P3 cho 6ng ta mot liéu thudc an thin va sdng mai 6ng sé hoan toan khde manh.
Con bay gio, chang trai,” Bac sibao Jimmy.

“Hay dén day,” Thesiger bao Loraine.

Ca hai budc di cting véi nguwdi bac si va Bundle van tiép tuc phai chd Battle va
Lomax vira chiém maét. Battle kién nhan chd cho dén lic su ba hoa ctia 6ng nay giam
di chut it va 1gi dung ldc tam ngirng dau tién dé noi:

“Téi mudn trao doi riéng vdi ngai Stanley mot chut trong phong khach nhé, 6ng
thay thé nao?”

“Pugc thoi, toi s€ di tim 6ng ay ngay” Lomax dap va tréo mau lén ciu thang.

Battle kéo Bundle vao phong khach 16n. déng chat ctra lai va hoi:

“C6 muon ndi véi toi didu g, tiu thu Eileen?”

“Tdi s& c6 gang ndi that ngan gon du didu do rat dai va that phic tap.”

ROi nang ké viéc di tham quan CAu lac bd Bay Con S6 va nhitng chuyén tiép theo
dé. Khi nang ké xong, Canh sat trudng thé mot hoi dai va duy nhat mdt 1an, vé boi rdi
hién trén gwong mit xwa nay van lanh ling diém tinh.

“That ky quac,” Ong nai.

“Thé nhung, chinh 6ng da chi vé cho t6i mot chut roi day, Canh sat trwdng a. Ong



da khuyén t6i la nén hoi Bill Eversleigh.”

“Tat nhién roi. That rat nguy hiém néu cung cip tin ttc cho mdt ngudi nhu cd,
tiéu thu Eileen a. Nhwng to6i cling khong ngd 1 ¢6 lai di xa nhu vay.”

“DU sao thi cai d6 ciing chang dua lai két qua gi khong hay va 6ng cling chang phai
l1a nguoi gy ra tai hoa cho t6i.”

“Chua phai nhu vay dau” Battle nghiém trang ndi.

ROi dAm trong suy nghi mot 14t, 4ng ndéi tiép:

“T6i khong hiéu vi sao ma 6ng Thesiger lai dong y dé c6 dan than vao hiém nguy
nhu vay.”

“M3i vé sau anh 4y mdi biét. Toi khong phai hoan toan 13 mot con bé ngd ngan
diu. va lai 6ng Thesiger con ban phai cham sdc c6 Wade, nhu thé cling qua du roi.”

“A ra thé d4y!,” Battle nhay mat va thém.

“Bill &y a!,” Co gai tré moi.

Nang giai thich 1a d3 nhéan ra cai vét mau nau den dé nhu thé nio. Nhung hét sic
ngd ngang, nang thay nha tham t® khong hé té ra mot chut nao kinh ngac ma con
tuyén bo:

“p6 chang phai 1a mot chitng c& tuyét ddi tiéu thu Eileen a, vi vai ba ngudi cé thé
c6 nhitng dau hiéu nhu thé. Ba ba twdc Radzky rat cé danh vong tiéng tam & Hungari.”

“Néu vay thi ngudi dan ba nay khong phai 1a nit b4 twdc thuc. Ti khang dinh d6
duang 1a ngwoi t6i da nhin thay & Cau lac bd. Va lai, ta hdy xem trong hoan canh nao
ching ta da tim thay ba ta chiéu toi hom nay. Toi khong tin 1a ba ta di thuc sy ngat
xiu.”

“O! chang nén néi nhw vay, tiéu thu Eileen. Vo vién dan ban ra ddp manh vao gid
sach gan sat ngay canh minh cfing dt lam cho hodng kinh bat ¢ ngudi phu nit ndo.”

“Nhung ba 4y téi day dé 1am gi? Chang ai di xu6ng tim mot quyén sach bang mot
chiéc dén pin.”

Battle xoa cam, cé vé nhu 6ng chang mudn ndi gi dai dong nita va bat dau budce di
hét ngang lai doc phong thw vién nhuw mdét nguwdi mudn tim cidch muon cham dut
ciu chuyén. Cudi cung 6ng ngoanh vé phia nang thiéu ni:

“Tiéu thu Eileen hay nghe t6i néi. T6i s& thi nhan vdi cd: hanh tung cia ba ba tudc
dang 1a ky quac, t6i biét cai do, rat ky quac, nhung budc phai x su that than trong vi
chting ta khong mudn 1am day 1én nhitng chuyén rac r6i véi cac dai s& quan. Ching
ta phai chd doi c6 su chinh xac.”

“Tdi hifu. Néu 6ng chac 13..”

“con cé nhitng diéu khac nita,” Battle cat ngang.

“Nhu thé cd nghia 1a gi?”

“Ccd cling chang cAn biét 12 cai d6 cé nghia 13 gl ma chi cAn nhé thé nay: Toi da biét



tit cd nhitng gi lién quan tdi ba b twdc va toéi mudn 13 ngudi ta chang nén hanh ba ta
lam gi. Bay gi0,” Battle tiép.



C[\ucng XX , ] ]
CANH SAT TRUGONG BATTLE RA TAY LAI CAC BIEN CcO

Mudi gitf sdng hdm sau. Anh sang mat trdi tran vao cac clta so phong thw vién ma
Canh sat trudng di cé mat trong do tr sang sém. Theo yéu cau cua Ong, Georges
Lomax, ngai Oswald Coote va Jimmy Thesiger, sau khi chén mdt bita ngon bd cling
vira tdi.

Jimmy van cé mdt canh tay deo l1én c¢§ nhung coi nhu chuyén xay ra ban dém
cling chang cé gi ddng ké. Canh sat trwdng diém dam nhin ba ngudi. Bén canh 6ng ta,
trén mat ban bay mot loat do vat mang nhan chu ddo, va trong sd dd, Jimmy nhan
thay cé ca khiu sting ngan tu déng Leopoid ctia minh.

“sur viéc sé khong dé dang dau day” Battle vui vé bao.

cudc bat trdm that bai dwdng nhu chang 1am dng ta bdi réi nhung 6ng chti nha té
ra chang hai 1ong va 6ng rat ghét nhitng dtia vui, hai hudc céc loai.

“T6i da dung lai tat ca kha r6 rang,” Nha tham t tiép tuc va cAm 1én hai vat trén
ban.

“Nay, thé cé dau van tay khong?” Ngai Oswald voi vang hoi.

Battle 1ac dAu va cham rdi dap:

“Ngudi cAm nd ban cé deo ging tay.”

“That tai hail” Ngai Oswald than.

“Nhung c6 gi 13 la dau, vi mot ngwoi than trong thi phai mang gang roi. Ong da
nhat duoc khiu sting nay ciach khoang mudi lam mét ké tir bac cudi tam cip nay ra
dén hién, liéu cé ding khong?”

Ngai Oswald t&i gin cira so.

“T6i thay rat ding” Ong bao.

“Tdi chang mudn dwa ra mdt 10i phé binh chit ndo c3, thwa 6ng, nhuwng néu 6ng
c¥ dé nguyeén tai chd khiu sing nay thi tot biét bao.”

“Luc do t6i hoang mang qua” Ngai Oswald ndi.

“O! Nhuwng diéu dé chang cé gi 13 quan trong vi tdi da cé thé dung lai hién trudnsg.
T6i dd theo ddu budc chan cta dng tir cudi vudn, toi da thay cho 6ng dirng lai va cé da
bi xéo nat mdt cach rat ggiy. Ong nghi sao vé viéc khau stng lai nam ngay chd d4?”

“Tdi cho rang chti clia nd da voi chay tron ma danh roi.”

Battle lac dau.

“N6 khong thé danh roi duwgc. C6 hai chi tiét chdng lai cai do: trwdc hét t6i khong



thay diu chan ai khac ngoai dju chan ctia 6ng trén tham co...”

“cé chac chan nhu thé khong, 6ng Battle? - Lomax héi. ”

“Hoan toan chic chan, thwa dng. Mot ngwdi khac nita cling dé lai diu chan trén
cO, d6 13 cd Wade nhuwng rat xa vé phia bén trai.”

Ong dirng lai roi tiép:

“Cling con ca diu khau sung roi manh xuéng tham cd. Tat ci ching té 13 khiu
sing bi ném va roi manh xudng chir khéng phai l1a bi rét.”

“Cé thé nhu thé,” Ngai Oswald noi.

Ong nay gat gat dau.

“puing 1a chung t6i khong lwgm duge dau vét gi trén con dudng nhd,” Battle ndi.

“cé thé nhu vay,” Ngai Oswald bao.

“Qua vay, dng Battle a! Lomax cat ngang” C4 phai... hirm... 13 quan trong?

“cé thé 13 khong, thua 6ng Lomax. Nhung tdi c¥ mudn xac dinh rd cac chi tiét!
MOt trong cac vi, ]am on cAm kh&u stng ndy va ném th xem sao? Chang han nhv
ngai, ngdi Oswald? Vang xin rit cdm on. Xin ngai hidy tdi gan cta sé va ném manh
khau sung ra gitta tham co.”

Nha k§ nghé 1am theo, ném that manh khiu sing ra phia trudc mat minh.
Jimmy Thesiger chay ra theo vé mat dac biét quan tam, con nha tham t lao ra nhu
mot con cho san dugc huan luyén tot.

chang lau la gl 6ng ta dd quay lai, mat may rang r& tuyén bo:

“pung y nhu vay, thua 6ng, dau vét ciing cung loai nhw dau vét kia, du 13 6ng da
ném khau stuing xa hon it nhat 13 muoi mét. bung 1a ngai rat khoé, cé phai khong ngai
Oswald?... Xin 10i, hinh nhw ¢6 ai d6 g5 ctra thi phai.”

Canh st truedng qua 1a cé mot cai tai dic biét thinh vi chang cd ai nghe thy gi ca.
Phu nhan Coote dang ding canh ctra, mdt chiéc cOc trong tay.

“Minh da quén udng thudc sau bita diém tam, Oswald a” Ba budc vao, noi.

“Luc nay t6i rat bAn Maria a,” dng bao.

“Khong cé toi thi minh chang bao gid chiu udéng ca,” ba diu dang.

Va 6ng vua thép ngoan ngoan phuc tung.

Phu ngan Coote cuwdi vé buén budn ndi véi moi ngudi:

“T6i dd 1am ngat quing cau chuyén cla cac vi... Xin vui 1ong thw 16i cho... 8! Kia
nhitng khau sing! Nhitng vat that kinh khing! Nghe ndi 12 minh suyt bi tén trdm sat
hai toi qua phai khong?”

“Chic han 13 ba phai hét sttc kinh hoang khi khong nhin thay dng nha phai khong,
phu nhan Coote?” Battle

“Tdi d3 khong nhan thay ngay 13 6ng iy di ving,” ba thd nhan.

“Vay ra ngai bi khd ngt phai khong ngai Oswald?” Battlehoi.



“Thuong thi toi nga rat tot,” Nha k§ nghé dap.

“Ngai d3 di ra bang ctra s6 nay, dung khong?”

Oswald ngin ngtr mot 1at trwde khi dap: phai.

“va bang doi gidy véc-nil,” Phu nhan Coote ndi.

va phu nhan budn b3 lac dau.

“Maria, xin ba hiy dé cho chung tdi 1am viéc di... Con rat nhiéu van dé phai ban
day.

Phu nhAn Coote tay cam chiéc coc rdng khdng, budc ra khoi phong.

“Du sao thi, 6ng Battle a,” Georges Lomax ndi.

“Ma & dd né s& bi nhan vién clia tdi tdm cd” Battle nhan xét.

“Nhan vién ctia 6ng, theo t6i, c6 vé nhu hét sic 1o 1a vdi nhiém vu dwgc trao. Ho
khong nhin thay cé Wade di lot vio trong vidn thi tat nhién cling chang nhin thay
duoc tén ké trom thao lui.”

Canh sat trudng hé miéng dinh phan bac nhuwng lai thoi. Jimmy Thesiger t0 mo
nhin 6ng. Anh rat mudén biét nha tham t& nghi gi.

“Tén ndy chac han phai 1 mdt nha vo dich vé mon chay viét da” bai dién cho
Scotland Yard mdc mac tuyén bd.

“Ong mudn noi sao kia?”

“Nhu diéu tdi vira ndi 6ng Lomax a. Chinh t6i d3 quanh ra géc hién chi ndm muoi
gidy sau tiéng dan nd, dé cho mdt ngudi cé thé chay hét quing dudng nay va bién
mat ¢ géc con duwong nhé lat gach trwde khi tdi nhoé ra duwge & dau ngdi nha... thi dé
chac chan phai 13, nhw t6i ¢ néi, mot nha vd dich vé mén chay.”

“Tdi khong sao hiéu dudc, 6ng Battle a. Ong cé v gi dé ma tdi chura... hirm!... nAm
duogc. Ong bao 13 ngudi dé khong chay qua tham c6 va ldc nay ong lai quanh co...
Pung ra thi 6ng muon ndi gi ndo? LA nd khong chay doc theo con dwong nhé lat gach
u? vVay thi, theo y 6ng... né chay di dau?”

P& thay cho cAu tra 101, Battle chi 1én gic trén.

“T6i khong hiéu” Lomax ndi.

Canh sat trwdng 1ap lai ¢ chi va cht nha ngo ngac nhin 1én tran nha.

“Han d3a tréo 1én d6,” Nha tham t{ giang giai.

“Xem nao, Canh sat trwdng a, khong thé dugc.”

“pudc chit, thua dng. Han da tirng dung, va cd thé dung 1an th hai dwgc 1am chd!”

“Tdi khong mudn ndi 13 khong thé dung cach dd, nhung néu han muén trdn chay
thi khong thé chui vao trong nha.”

“Nhuwng do lai 13 nofi tron Iai tot nhat.”

“Nhung cta phong ong 0' Rourke hdy con déng kin, chét lai phia bén trong khi
ching ta vao phong 6ng ay.”



“Va cac 6ng thi vao bang cich nio? Pi xuyén qua phong ngii Stanley... Cling bang
cidch d6 ma han da thoat di. Tiéu thu Eileen ndi véi t6i 1a ¢d ay thiy ndm clra cla
phong ong O'Rourke dong day. b 13 Itc tén trdm vao dd 1an dau. To6i cho 13 chia khoda
ctra phai 13 & dudi gbi dau ngudi thu ky cia ngdi. Nhung 1an th hai, han di qua
phong ngai Stanley khong c6 ngudi vi ong nay vira di xuéng. Vay 1a tén trom cta
ching ta cé duong di tw do.”

“Va r6i han di dau?”

Canh sat tréng Battle nhiin vai va dap 1o mo":

“Thiéu gi chd. C6 thé né vao mot gian nha trong phia bén kia nha nay, di ra bang
mot cai cra bi mat... hoac biét dau nd lai vao ngay trong tu vién va... & ludn tai dé.”

Georges Lomax nhin 6ng ta vé phan uét.

“That w, 6ng Battle, toi sé& rat... phan nd khi nghi 13 mdt trong nhitng day té cia
minh... httrm! T6i rat tin chiing ndé... that rat buén khi phai nghi ngd chiing...”

“Chang ai cé y nghi nhu vay thua 6ng. Tdi chi don gian chi ra nhitng gi cé thé xay
ra. Rit c6 thé nhitng gia nhan cta dng vo toi, cé thé nhw thé lam.”

“Ong lam to6i hoang mang,” Georges noi.

Pé 1am cho dng ta diu di, Jimmy chi tay vio mot vat chdy d& dé & trén ban.

“Cai gi day nhi?” Anh héi.

“Vat ching cudi cung cua chung ta,” Battle dap.

Vira néi dng vira kiéu hanh cam 1én cai vat den si do.

“Ong thay ¢ dau vay? Ngai Oswald hoi.”

Battle vung tay mot cai.

“O’trong 10 swoi. HAu nhu né da bi chay hét. That ky quic, y nhu bi mdt con ché né
can, no rut ra vay.”

“Cé thé 13 ctia cd Wade,” Jimmy gdi .

Canh sat trwdng lac dau.

“Khong phai 1a gang tay phu nit. Ong th x6 vao xem nao.”

Battle gitip Thesiger x6 vao phan con lai cta chiéc gang tay roi ndi thém:

“Trong nay, 6ng di vao hay con qua réng.”

“Ong c6 cho phat hién nay 1 quan trong nhat khéng?” ngai Oswald lanh Iung héi
canh sat truong.

“Ngudi ta khong bao gio biét cai gi 1a quan trong cai gi 1a khong trong nhitng van dé
vé loai nay.”

Co tiéng gb ctra va Bundle bu'dc vao.

“Toi rat 14y 1am tiéc,” Nang xin 16i va noi.

Nang durng lai.

“N0i tiép di, Eileen thdn mén” Lomax bao.



“T6i khdng mudén 1am d’t doan budi lam viéc cta cac vi nhung tdi nghi 13 cé thé
c6 mot su lién quan giita nhitng gi cac vi quan tdm va diéu ma ba tbi lo ngai: mot
trong nhitng tén hau tuy tung ctia chung t6i dd mat tich. N6 ra ngoai tir chiéu hom
qua va khong thay trg ve.”

“N6 tén la gi?” Ngai Oswald hoi.

“John Bauer.”

“N¢ la ngudi nuwdc nao?”

“N6 bao nd 1a ngwoi Thuy Si, nhung toi thi cho nd 1a ngudi bic du nd thao tiéng
Anh.

“Al -Ngai Oswald c6 vé hai long” N6 & Chimneys 1u roi phai khong?

“Gan mot thang thoi.”

Coote quay vé phia hai ngudi, noi:

“p6 1a ké chay tron ma chung ta dang tim hiéu. Ong Lomax, chic 13 dng ciing biét
nhu t6i 1a rat nhiéu chinh pht cadc nuwdc mudén mua bi méat ctia Eberhard. Bay gio toi
nhd rat 1o tén diy t¢ nay: mot thanh nién to 16n, nhanh nhen gon gang. N6 dén nhan
viéc trude cudc di ctia chung ta khoang muoi 1am ngay, that vo cung khon khéo. O
day, tat ca ngudi lam déu phai dat dudi sy xem xét rat can thin, con & Chimneys,
cach day khodng chuc cay so thi...”

Ong khong noi hét cau.

“Ong cho 1a ké hoach d3 dugc du kién l1au tir trude roi sao?”

“Tai sao khong? Cong thitc Eberhard dang gid hang triéu, 6ng Lomax a. RO rang
Bauer hi vong cd thé luc loi gidy t& clia t6i & Chimneys va do dé biét duoc diéu ching
ta quyét dinh. C6 nhiéu kha ning nd cd & dady mot tén dong bon lam ndi ing va chinh
tén nay da danh thu6c mé cho O'Rourke. Nhung Bauer chinh 13 nguwoi dan 6ng to khée
ma c6 Wade nhin thay bam day leo tut xudng.”

Ong ta quay vé phia Canh sat trwdng néi thém:

“va 6ng da dé cho né chay thoat!”



Chuang XXIV
BUNDLE HOANG MANG

Thay rd 13 Canh sat trudng Battle bi bdi rdi mot chuit. Ong gdi cam vé nghi ngoi.

“Ngai Oswald ndi co ly 6ng Battle a,” Lomax bao.

“cé thé... bung 1 trudng hop ctia han cé vé dang nghi 1am. TAt nhién 13 han con cé
thé tr§ vé Chimneys...”

“Ong c6 nghi 1 cé thé thé khong?”

“Khong,” Battle thu that.

“T6i da cd y kién vé cac nhan vién cda 6ng,” Lomax noi.

Va su im lang ctia ong that hung hon.

“May man 13,” Battle nhe nhang néi.

ROi 6ng nhuin vai, 1ac dau, thd dai va bao:

“Tdi phai goi dién thoai ngay mdi dwgc. Xin cac vi thir 10i. Ong Lomax a, toi rat 1ay
lam tiéc, nhung t6i cd cam gidc 1a t6i da that bai trong vu nay... tuy nhién kho, rat
khdé khong ngo duoc dau.”

NOi doan, 6ng budc nhanh ra ngoai va Bundle bao

“Pi ra ngoai vuon di! Toi cé chuyén noi vdi anh. Khi ho téi hang hién, Jimmy cau
may nhin tham co.”

“Cé cai gi day?” Bundle hoi.

Thesiger néi v4i nang vé chuyén khau sung luc va thém:

“T6i khong hiéu vi sao Battle lai yéu cAu 6ng Coote ném khau sdng dé ra vudn. Toi
cam doan 1a 6ng ta cé 4n y gl d8. Thé nhwng, khiu stng da roi xudng xa hon khoang
muoi mét ngoai y mong doi... Thay khong Bundle, Battle rat thong minh...”

“Pd 1a mot con nguoi ky 1a,” Bundle néi xen.

Va nang ndi lai cAu chuyén da trao déi véi Canh sat trudng va Jimmy lang tai chd
y nghe.

“Nhu vay ba ba twdc 1a s6 1,” Anh noi.

“Hay 1am!” Bundle néi day vé cuong quyét.

“Sao nita nao?” Jimmy ngac nhién hoi.

“Thé anh lam gi v4i s6 7 khong bao gi® xuat hién va ludn & trong béng tdi? Khong,
khong phai don gidn nhu thé dau. Bauer da & day t6i hom qua, dong y. Nhwng han &
day chi la d& danh lac hwéng moi su hoai nghi trong trwdng hop xay ra mot khé khan
trd ngai gi d6. Han da can trd viéc ching ta phat hién ra s6 7, titc 13 tén cAm dau: dé 13



muc dich cdng viéc ctia han.”

“Bundle ndy,” Jimmy lo 1ang hoi.

C6 gai ném cho chang ta mot cai nhin trdch mdc.

“Chung ta da dé ra mot gia thuyét hoan toan cé thé chip nhin dudc, nhung co
chang muon tuan theo gi ca” Thesiger bao.

“T6i rat tiéc da 1am anh phat y,” Bundle cai.

“Bill nghi sao vé viéc d6?”

“Tdi chang can hoi vy kién anh ta” Bundle lanh lung dap.

“Oi! Thé nhung cd da cho anh ta biét nhitng gi cd kham phd vé ba ba twdc. Néu cd
khong ndi cho anh ta biét nhitng gi c6 vira ndi thi cé troi ma biét nhitng gi anh ta sé
ndi vdi ba ba tuédce.”

“Anh ta khong chap nhan 1a ba nay cé nhiéu diéu nghi van vi anh ta... rd rang la
qud ngay ngd. Tdi rdt mudn thay anh 1am gi d8 bat anh ta chip nhin tAm quan trong
cda cai dau mau nau den dé...”

“CO quén 1a t6i cd dirng trong tt twong dau,” Jimmy bao.

“Cé day, dung, 1a anh ta nhw vy dé” Bundle chua chat ndi- va anh thi lam to 13 da
moi gan madc rudt ra vdi anh ta.

“T06i 1ay 1am tiéc vi by gi® mdi thay rd. Toi khong bao gid tin 13 Bill...”

“Chac anh ciing d3 biét hanh vi ctia nhitng mu giang hd qudc té mao hiém nay,”
Bundle noi.

“Su’ thue thi chwa,” Jimmy bao.

V3 anh cat tiéng thd dai.

Mot Idc 14u, ca hai déu im lidng. Thesiger suy nghi, nhung cang hoi twong lai
nhitng sw ¢ dd xay ra, anh cang thay that nhiéu rac roi.

“C6 bao 1a Battle khong muon ngwoi ta lam phién nhiéu dén ba ba tuwdc ding
khong?” Cubi cing anh hai:

“Pung.”

“Ong ta hivong, qua ba ta, phat hién ra mot ngudi nao khac?

Bundle git dau, Jimmy lai tiép tuc suy nghi. Chic 1 Battle da dirng lai @ mot v
tuwdng nao do.

“Ngai Stanley Digby da di Luan Pon sang s¢m hom nay phai khong?”

“Phai.”

“Ong ta c6 mang theo O' Rourke chir?”

”

“Hinh nhu thé.”
“c6 khong dat van dé 1... khong, khong thé dugc!”
“Sao kia?”

“La O'Rourke c6 déng mot vai tro ndo do trong tat ca chuyén nay u?”



- Khong phai 1a khong cé thé - Bundle dap vé nghi nggi - Vi dng ta c6 cdi ma ngudi
ta goi 1a mot c4 tinh manh. T6i sé khong 13y 1am ngac nhién néu... va lai ndi thuc ra la
chang cd gi 1am t6i ngac nhién ca! bung 13, chi cé duy nhit mdt nguwdi ma tdi khong
nghila s6 7!

“Ai vay?”

“Canh sat trudng Battle!”

“TOi cr twdng 1a o s& néu tén Georges Lomax kia day!”

“Xuyt! Kia dng ta dén.”

Qua that 6ng chd nha di tdi. Jimmy kiém cd rut di, vd Lomax ngbi xudng canh
Bundle:

“Tiéu thu Eileen thAn mén! C6 phai thuc 13 ¢ mudn tir gid ching t6i?”

“Ba tdi nhu bi hoang mang nhiéu va to6i thiy can vé dé dua tay minh ra dat 6ng
cu.”

“Ban tay cd dtng 13 cd sitc manh citu trg diéu ky,” Lomax néi va than mat nam lay
ban tay co gai.

"Thé 13 lai bat dau day” Bundle that vong nghf:

-... ma cudc sbéng gia dinh 1dm vao vong nguy hai vi ly twéng cii tw suy vong.
Nhitng con ngudi dwong thdi ciia ching ta can phai néu gwong dé té ra minh khong bi
nhitng v twéng qua mdi mé 1am cho thuong ton. Ngudi ta goi chiing ta 13 con ngudi
"Cttng ran cho dén chét” va tdi kiéu hanh vé danh hiéu dé! con cd ca nhitng vat thé,
nhitng diéu phai gitt "Ctrng ran cho dén chét”: danh dv, sac dep, vé doan trang thuy
mi, su thiéng liéng trong cudc sdng gia dinh, long hiéu thao cta con cai! Nhu vay, toi
c6 thé ndi 14 t6i thém mudn sy wu hué ma tudi tré dd ban cho cd. Oi! Tuoi tré! Piéu ky
diéu lam sao! Mot m¥ tir tuyét voil Chiing ta chi nhin chan duoc nd khi ching ta... ¢
dugc mot chut kinh nghiém trong cudc sdng. T6i phai thu thuc véi tiéu thu 1a ngay
trude toi rat phan nan vé su 16ng bong nhe da cta c6, nhwng ldc nay t6i mdi nhan
thay dd 1 mdt su vd tu dang yéu clia tudi tré, tir dé nhan rd thay chiéu sau vé dep
clia tAm hon tiéu thu. Téi hi vong 1 cd sé& cho....

“T6i xin cam on 6ng” Bundle néi mot cach yéu dudi.

“Nén chadm dut ké tir nay viéc tdi lam cho cd e so. T6i thay that ban khoan khi phu
nhAn Caterham bao véi tdi 13 tdi @3 1am cho co e s¢. Xin bdo dam vdi cd 14 tdi chang
co gi dang sg ca dau.”

Bundle ngo ngic thiy Lomax cd ch@ng minh ddc tinh khiém tén ctia minh.
Georges noi tiép:

“Xin dirng bao gio' to ra run s¢ trudc mat toi, c6 bé yéu quy a, va cling dirng bao gio
lam tdi khé chiu. Péi véi toi niém vui 16n 13 duge dao tao mot mam non tri tué, néu
t6i dAm noi nhu vay. Toi s& 1a nha c6 van chinh tri day kinh nghiém cta co. Pang rat



can cé nhitng phu nit tré dep va théng minh nhw c6. Chac chan tiéu thu cé thé noi
theo guong, di theo ddu chan ctia ba c6 clia tiéu thu, phu nhin Caterham d4.”

Cai hinh anh khung khiép ghé rgn d6 da lam cho Bundle hodng hon, chi con biét
im 1ang nhin nguwoi ddi thoai. biéu nay khong lam cho 6ng ta nhut chi ma ngwoc lai
nita kia vi 6ng thudng ché trach dan ba 1a hay néi nhiéu va it khi dng duwgc gap mot
ngudi nghe nhiéu hon 13 néi. Vi vy 6ng hoan hi mim cudi véi Bundle.

“Con budm chui ra tir con nhdng,” Ong tiép tuc.

Ong ta budc di, Bundle nhin theo véi d6i mat that than.

Bill bat ngo di tdi lam Bundle giat nay minh.

“Ma quy nao xui khién ma Lomax lai ndm tay c6?”

“Khong phai 130 quan tAm dén ban tay,” Bundle dap.

“Dirng lam ra vé ngay tho nita, Bundle!”

“Tha 16i cho t6i Bill, nhung t6i cdm thdy hoang mang chtit xiu. Anh cé nhé d& ndi
13 Jimmy sa vao nguy hiém chét ngudi khi dén day khong?”

“pung thé. Rat khd khin thoat khoi ban tay cia Lomax khi 150 bat dau dé y dén ai.
Jimmy s& mac vio lwdi cta 3o trude khi cdm thay.”

“Khong phai la Jimmy bi 130 giang ludi ma chinh 1a t6i day nay,” Bundle rén ri.

Bill khe khé huyt sao.

“Tdi nghiép Bundle! Hay di udéng mot ly cocktail, sip dén gi&’ an trwa roi.”

Bundle chdm rdi ditng 1én, vira budc di canh chang trai vira 1am bam giong tham
thiét:

“Sao ma to6i khiép hai cdi mén chinh tri dén thé!”

“Nhat dinh roi, cling nhu tat cd moi ngudi cd 1y tri.”

Chi cé nhitng nguwdi nhu Lomax va nhw Pongo mdi cd thé va thich... DU sao thi, cd
cling khong nén cho phép Lomax cam lay ban tay minh.

“Tai sao? L3o biét toi tir ngdy toi con bé xiu.”

“cé thé nhu vay, nhung cai d6 1am t6i chang thich.”

“That u?... 0! Kia Canh sat truéng Battle!”

Poi ban tré di qua mot cong phu va lot vao mdt tién phong nho tir dd vao mot gian
nha & dé nguoi ta bay thanh hang nhitng chiéc gdy danh gon, nhitng vot ten-nit va
dung cu lam vuon.

Battle xem xét ki nhitng chiéc gy chai gdn va ngang dau 1én vé haoi khé chiu khi
nghe tiéng kéu cua Bundle kém theo ciu hoi:

“vay ra dng sap stra di choi gon day phai khong Canh sat trudng?”

“Cé thé 13 tbi chai rat vung, tiéu thu Eileen a. Nhung ngudi ta cho 1a hoc héi thi
khong bao gid bi mudn ca va toi lai cé mot dirc tinh hoan hao cé ich cho tat ca moi tro
choi.”



“Pd 1a gi vay?” Bundle hoi.
“Khong bao gidy nan chi. Khi tat ca duwdng nhu bé tac, toi sé di vao mot 16i di mail”
Vira noi, Battle vira di ra khoi gian phong va khép ctra lai phia sau minh.



Chuadng XXV ,
JIMMY PHAC MQT KE HOACH

Jimmy Thesiger bi kiét sttc. Anh tranh gdp Georges Lomax dé khéi phai tranh luin
nhitng van dé ning né va di ra veon sau an bira trua.

C6 nhiéu hiéu biét vé van dé bién gidi Santa - Fé, nhung Iic ndy, anh khong mudn
bi chat van vé Iinh vuc dé.

Sau mot vai phut, diéu anh mong dgi da xay ra: Loraine Wade, cling c6 mot minh
dang di doc theo trén mot trong nhitng 10i di nhé day bong rAm cda khu vudn. Chang
trai voi di dén, gap.

Ho yén lang bu'dc di bén nhau mot 14t réi Jimmy noi: Loraine?

“Caigianh? 7

“pay nhé: N6i chung thi t6i néi nang khong duwoc khéo 1am... nhung ma, tai sao
chung minh khong xin phép dac biét, cwdi nhau va song hanh phic bén nhau?”

Cd gai chang to ra vé gi ldng tung trwdc 10 té tinh ky cuc ndy. Nang nga dau ra sau,
cuoi ron ra.

“Xin em dirng ché giéu tdi” Jimmy ndi, giong trach mac.

“Em khong sao cé thé nghiém chinh dugc. Anh that 13 vui tinh!”

“Loraine, c0 la mot con qui nho!”

“Khong dau. Em 13, nhu moi nguwdi nhat tri, goi em 13 mot c6 gai yéu kiéu, duyén
dang.”

“pd 14 d6i voi nhitng ngudi khong hiéu cd, bi lira vé vé bé ngoai diu dang va c chi
kin ddo ctia c6 ma thoi.”

“Anh ndéi mdi hay lam sao!”

“Loraine than yéu, khong dua nita. Em mudén hay khéng mu6n anh nao?”

Khudn mat cd gai tré nén nghiém trang va cé vé nhu san sang lam moi th nhu
ddi khi xay ra. Cai miéng nhé mim lai, cai cam dwa ra phia trudc nhu thach thitc.

“Khong, Jimmy a, chwa phai Itc khi vu viéc con & trong tinh thé hién gid... cé nghia
la con chura dau vao dau ca.”

“Anh biét 13 chung ta chuwa lam duwoc nhu v mudén,” Jimmy cong nhan.

“Vay thi, chung ta cu'di nhau di!l” Loraine cu'oi noi.

“Em da ndi day nhé.”

Nhwng cb gai lac 1ac dau dap:

“Khong, Jimmy a, hdy chd vu viéc nidy két thic va chung ta chac chin duoc an



toan.”

“Vay, em cho 1a chiing minh bi de doa u?”

“Thé con anh thay thé nao?”

Khuon mét thién than cia Jimmy sam lai va cudi cung anh bao:

“Em cé ly. Néu cAu chuyén la Iung Bundle ké cho ching ta nghe ma dung,” va thuc
su la rat la, va rat kho tin.

“Thé con nhitng s6 khac?”

“Nhitng s6 khac khong dang ké. Chinh 13 sé 7 va nhitng phuong phdp cia han da
l1Am cho anh lo ngai vi anh khong biét han ta 13 ai, cfing nhu khong biét tim han &
dau.”

Loraine bat dau run.

“Em sg,” Nang noi nho.

“pirng sd, ct dé day cho anh. Anh bao dam véi em 13 anh s& chién thang s6 7. Mot
khi ching ta da chién thang né... anh khong tin 13 d6ng bon ctia nd, dit chting nhu thé
nao chang nia, lai gdy cho ching ta nhiéu khé khan.”

“Néu anh di téi chién thang né..., nhwng gid du nhw ngwoc lai thi sao?”

“Khdng thé nhu thé duoc,” Jimmy vui vé tuyén bé.

“Khi em nghi dén nhitng gi cd thé xay ra t6i hdm qua...” Loraine 1am bam.

“Phai, nhung diéu dé khong xay ra va ca hai ching ta déu an toan vo su... du 13,
anh thu thuc, cdnh tay dau vo cung.”

“Anh ban tdi nghiép!”

“Bi thuong va dau vi nghia ca thi cé sao dau! va lai vét thuong ctia anh va cau
chuyén ly ky ctia anh da chinh phuc hoan toan phu nhan Coote.”

“Oi! Anh thay diéu dé cé mot tdm quan trong nao do sao?”

“Nhwng khong thé 1a vo ich dugc.”

“Jimmy, anh cé mot ké hoach phai khong? Ké hoach ay nhu thé nio?”

“Mot anh hling tré tudi khong bao gif dé 16 nhitng du dinh cia minh ra véi bat c
ai,” Thesiger ci'ng cdi dap.

“Anh that ngé ngan!”

“Anh biét, anh biét. b6 cling 1a y kién cta tat cd moi nguwdi. Tuy nhién, anh doan
chac véi em 13 trf thong minh clia anh 1am viéc that rao riét. Con em, em du dinh
hanh dong ra sao?”

“Bundle d3 dé nghi vdi em 1a tdi Chimneys tam tri mot thoi gian.”

“Tuyét!,” Jimmy tan thanh.

“Pang 18 Bill phai coi sdc chi y” Loraine goi y.

“Bill con ban & noi khac kia.”

“Anh dirng nén cho la nhu vay.”



“Sao kia? Phai chang ciu ta khong chét mé chét mét ba ba twdc?”

Co gai lac dau, ndi:

“Cé cai gi d6 ma em khong tu gidi thich dwoc nhung chic chan 13 Bill khong phai
1ong ba ba tuwdc dau, anh ta yéu Bundle kia. Sang nay, anh ta dang ndi chuyén vdi em
thi 6ng Lomax t&i ngdi canh va cAm tay chi 4y, thé 13 Bill bé di nhanh nhw tén ban.”

“Con nguwdi cé nhitng s@ thich that ky cuc. Anh khodng sao hiéu dugc mot ngudi da
cé cai may man duoc cung em chuyén trd tam sw ma lai cd thé bd di vi mdt béng
hong khac. Em lam anh ngac nhién vi anh c# dinh ninh 1a Bill d3 bi thiéu phu ngoai
bang xinh dep kia hut hon réi kia ddy. Du sao thi Bundle ciing dugc yén tam vi
chuyén dé.”

“Bundle cd thé tin 13 nhu vay,” Loraine phan bAc.

“Vay thi em thay sao?”

“Anh khong tin 14 cé thé Bill cling déng vai mo6t tham t{r chut it cho chinh anh ta
u?”

“O! Khong! CAu ta chang thong minh dé 1am viéc dé dau.”

“Em chang thiy chic ldm, khi m6t nguwdi dan dng chat phac va trang kién nhu
vay, lai thém mot chat khon khéo niva, thi ai ma biét dugc!”

“va cai dé gidp cau ta hanh déng dé dang... C6 mot chut su thuc trong su xac nhan
dé. Tuy nhién anh s& khong bao gi¢f tin 1a Bill cé thé cé nhitng y dinh nhu em da thdi
cho ciu ta vi ciu ta chi céd kha nang dap khudn rat khéo ma thoi. Loraine, anh thay 13
em c6 thé ngd nhan ddy. N ba twdc that cuc ky xinh dep... nhung chang thudc mau
ngudi ma anh cd thé yéu dugc,” Thesiger vdi thém.

Loraine lac 1ac dau vé khong tin.

“Tuy em thoi,” Jimmy noi.

Loraine gat dau.

“Va bay gi0,” Thesiger noi tiép.

Ba dang ngobi trén mot chiéc ghé banh dat ngoai vuon va mai trang tri mot burc
tham. Hinh v& miéu ta mot phu nit ddng diéu ué oai va cé phin nao ra rudi tua vao
mot chiéc binh choé 16n ma khéc. Phu nhan Coote moi Jimmy ngbi canh ba va chang
thanh nién rat y t¥ ngdm nhin céng trinh tac phdm ctia ba.

“Bic thAm nay lam anh thich phai khong?,” Phu nhan Coote rd rang thay nhuw
duwgc phinh.

“That khung khiép qua!” Jimmy ndi.

“Thé con canh tay cia anh?”

“Cling khdng dau lam, nhwng vét thuong 1am t6i khé chiu.”

“Phai can than diy!,” Phu nhin Coote mudn cho mdt 15i canh bdo.

“0! T6i hy vong 13 khong dén ndi nhu vay.”



“Chi don gian 1a mot 101 khuyén ma tho6i” Ba Coote ndi.

“Hién tai ba dang s6ng tai dau a?” Thesiger hoi.

Anh biét rat r6 hién ba Coote & dau, nhung van hoi véi vé hoan toan tha ngay.

Phu nhan Coote thg dai.

“Ngai Oswald cé thué nha ctia quan céng D'Aiton & Letherbury, anh cling biét ch?”

“Vang, ngbi nha rat dep.”

“Anh thiy vy u? Ngobi nha cuc rong nhung t6i. C6 hai diy chin dung nhitng
thanh vién trong gia dinh véi vé mat qua nghiém trang, hinh nhitng ngu'¢i cha cii bao
gi&y cling cd vé budn, theo tdi. Chac han anh ciing d3 tham quan ngdi nha nhé cta
chiing toi & Yorkshire, anh Thesiger nhi, cai h6i ma ngai Oswald mdi chi 1a 6ng Coote!
Chung t6i c6 & d6 mdt can phong that nho va mot phong khach ludn cd tiéng cudi vui
ve.”

Phong an trong ra hwédng déng - bac thanh ra rat it 4nh sang mat trdi nhwng vdéi
gidy dan twong mau doé rat dep vdi mot so phac thdo mau sang cho nén ciing duogc
cac khach an vo6 cung tan thudng.

RAt xtic dong vi nhitng hodi Uc trén diy ma phu nhan Coote di dé roi rat nhiéu
nhitng cudn len nhd lan léc trén san lam cho Jimmy phai voi v lvom 1én dé dua lai
cho ba.

“Cam on, con cua ta,” Ba noi.

“Tdi cho 12 chang bao 1au nita ngai Oswald s& mua dwgc mot ngdi nhd ma ba cé
thé sap xép bo tri ra sao tuy thich.”

Phu nhan Coote budn ba 1ac dau.

“Ngai Oswald ndi 1a dng sé& trao cho cac nha trang tri, anh biét nhw vay 13 nghia gi
chu?”

“O! Nhung ho s& phai hoi y kién ba.”

“Chung t6i sé co viéc gi vdi mot trong nhitng ngdi nha 16n ma cht nhan lai chi
quan tam tdi nhitng do cb va coi thudng nhitng do gd mdi ma tdi coi nhu rat tién nghi
va than mat... Thé nhung ngai Oswald bao gi¢ cling thay rat thodi mai tai nha minh
va t6i nhan thdy rd rét 1a nhitng sd thich cta 6ng van khong thay déi ma chi mudn cé
nhitng d6 vat quen than nhat. Ong da thanh dat mot cach that ky diéu va mudn moi
nguwdi déu nhan thdy, nhung c¢é nhitng ngay ma toi van phai tu héi 1a roi tat ca
nhitng cai do sé két thic ra sao day!”

Jimmy lam ra vé thuong cam.

“T6i phai thd thuc vdi anh 13,” Phu nhan Coote noi tiép.

“Viéc gi vay, thua ba?”

“Tdi khodng rd. C4 thé dng Ay ban khoidn vé van dé nhd may. May man 13 6ng ludn
cé bén canh anh Bateman rat can cu chiu kho!”



“can cu chiu kho tuyét voi” Jimmy gat dau.

Ngai Oswald danh gid rat cao vé sy phan xét cia anh ta va tuyén bo la
Bateman bao gi¢ cling dung.

“pd 1a modt trong nhitng khuyét diém té hai nhat cia ciu ta trong khoang may
nam nay” Jimmy Thesiger bao.

Phu nhan Coote t6 vé ngac nhién.

“T6i d3 qua ngay cudi tudn that vui vé & nha ba tai Chimneys - Chang trai noi tiép,
hay ndi dung hon 13 s& that vui vé néu cai ciu Gerry khén kho khong bi chét. 4 biét
bao nhiéu cac co gai xinh dep.

“Nhitng co gai thoi thugng nay l1am t6i ngac nhién nhiéu day,” Phu nhan Coote
tuyén bo.

“That thé u?,” Jimmy nai.

“Pung vay,” Ba Coote cong nhan.

Phu nhan Coote dit cong trinh tic phdm cta minh xudng va nhin Jimmy héi: -
Thé nao, khong cé mot c6 gai ndo duyén dang lam anh thich va muon vi nang ma
ham say lao dong dé tao 1ap mot cudc séng ém dém u?

Jimmy dé mat va ba ndi tiép:

“T6i thay hinh nhu anh rat tdm dau y hop vdi mot trong s6 cac cod gai § Chimneys,
cai cO Vera Daventry ay.”

“Socks phai khong a?”

“Phai, ngudi ta kéu c6 4y nhu thé va toi cling khdng hiéu tai sao vi nghe chang ra
sao ca.”

“O! €6 4y 1a 6 gai diu dang,” Jimmy bao.

“Co Ay sé tdi chd chiing toi trong ngay nghi cudi tudn day.”

“That vy u?” Chang trai c6 to ra rat vui khi thot ra cau dé.

“Phai, anh cé mudn vé day nghi khong?”

“C6 chw al,” Jimmy nong nhiét kéu lén.

Sau dd, anh tr biét. va ngai Oswald vé gap vo.

“cai thang xu ninh dé nd ndi gi véi ba day?,” Ong hoi vo.

“Thé ma dé 1a mot chang trai dé thuwong,” Phu nhan Coote phan bac.

“Tdi biét, trong ldc di lang thang vi chang biét 1am gi ca.”

“T6i thay minh that bat cong day, Oswald!”

“sudt ddi, han chwa tirng bao gid cd mot ngay lao ddng lwong thién, néu bat budc
phai tw minh kiém séng thi han chi cé ma chét dau nuwéc.”

“T6i hdom qua, tdi rat so minh bi cAm lanh. Thiy khong, Oswald, t6i run ban 1én
khi nghi 13 minh di dao trong vudn gitta liic cé moét tén trdm nguy hiém rinh rap dau
d6. C6 thé né ban vao minh. A ndy, t6i dd moi anh Thesiger t&i nghi cudi tudn & nha



minh day.”

“Nhung tdi khong mudn tiép cai tay thanh nién dé tai nha minh, ba hiéu khoéng
Maria?”

“Tai sao nao?”

“Po la viéc cuia toi.”

“T6i 1ay 1am tiéc, 6ng ban ctia toi a,” Phu nhan Coote binh tinh ndi.

Ngai Oswald nghe 16i nhwng té ra buc tirc. Ong nhin vg, ngadn ngr nhuw’ mudn noéi
diéu gi.

Phu nhan Coote binh than xau kim.

“T6i ddc biét muon khoéng cé mat Thesiger ngay cudi tuan tdi,” Cudi cung dng bao.

“Thé Bateman bao sao?”

“Chang cé gl hay ca. Han con bao t6i phai ludn dé phong chang trai nay.”

“That thé u?” Ba Coote ndi giong nghi ngoi.

“Phai va tdi rat tin sy phan doan ctia Bateman. N6 chang bao gid nham ca.”

“Troi dat!,” Ngudi vo ndi.

Ba bat dau cudn can than tAm tham lai. Ngudi chong lai nhin ba, 1dm mot ¢ chi
nhw muon noi, réi nhun vai va ding 1én di theo ba vao nha.

Phu nhéan Coote cudi diu dang. Ba rat yéu chong nhung cling rat yéu, yéu mot cach
gian di va bang mdt cch rat dan ba 1a thich 1am gi thi c® lam.



Chudng XXVI
CHU YEU LA VAN PE CHGOI GON

“co ban con that dé thuwong, Bundle a” Huan twdc Caterham bao.

Loraine & Chimneys da dugc tam hom va da chinh phuc dwgc 6ng chii nha dac
biét nh& vao sw ngoan ngoin trong viéc dé cho 6ng day nghé thuat chai gon.

Huan twdc Caterham, vi thdi gian & nudc ngoai thay budn nén bat dau hoc choi
gon. Ong choi rat toi, nhung cling nhu tat cd nhitng ngudi tap tong choi nén rat ham.
Ong dé ra gin nhu hét cac budi sang d& hoc tirng cd danh va thudng thudng 13 1am
cho mat cé bi thing tirng 16 160, 1am cho Mac Donald v cung phién ndo.

“Hay trong day, Bundle,” Ong tiép tuc.

Qua bong bi hat di rdt manh vot qua thdm co va bién mat tit trong sdu cia mot
bui cay son lyu hoa 16n va ram rap.

“Khi that,” Huan tudc Caterham noi.

Mac Donald di qua, dem mang ¢ 14p vao cho cfi, ddm dam chan 1én va dwa mat
nhin dng ch1 bang mot cai nhin dang 1dm cho dng chui xudng dat.

“Néu Mac Donald td ra khat khe ddi vdi dng ba Coote thi con thiét nghi,” Bundle
nhan xét.

“Tai sao ba lai khong dugc lam gi tuy thich trong khu virdn ctia ba?,” Cha c6 hai.

“Vay anh ta choi ¢ hay that khong a?” Bundle hoi.

“Thé ma khong kia ch,” huin twéc Caterham thd nhan.

“Ong Thesiger mudn ndi chuyén véi Tiéu thu qua dién thoai, thua Tiéu thu,”

Bundle vira chay vé phia ngdi nha vira goi to: Loraine! Loraine!

CO Wade chay dén gitta Itic Bundle cAm lay ong nghe.

“A 16! Anh Jimmy day 3?”

“A 10! CO6 cé khoé khong?”

“Rat khoe.”

“Thé Loraine?”

“Cling rat tot, ca cd ay nita. Anh cé muon ndi chuyén véi Loraine khong?”

“pé& 14t nita. TOi ¢ rat nhidu chuyén mudn néi védi co, dau tién 1a toi s& téi nha dng
ba Coote vao dip cudi tuan nay... Bundle nay, c6 cé biét nguwdi ta mua chia khoa gia G
dau khong?”

“T6i khong hé nghi dén chuyén dd, nhung c6 can thiét 13 anh phai mang theo chia
khod4 gia dé dén nha dng ba Coote khong?”



“Cai d6 ddi vdi tdi cé thé cd ich day.”

“Vay thi anh hay di hoi han mét tén trdm dang yéu va bao nd chi vé cho.” bung
day, nhung t6i chang quen mot tén trom ndo ca. Theo théi quen, toi lai phai nhd dén
Stevens cua toi thoi. Nhung chi sg nd dat van dé nghi ngd minh. T6i da bdo nd mua
sung ngan, bay gid lai chia khod gia..

“Jiminy, phai can thin day, nghe khong? Vi néu 6ng Oswald trong thay anh di lang
thang trong nha 6ng, t6i thay 13 6ng ta cé thé té ra khé chiu d6i véi anh day.”

“Hay yén tam di. Va lai, chinh vi v4i Pongo ma t6i nghi ngai. Khong bao gid nghe
thay tiéng budc chan cta hin thé ma ngudi ta thay han U I ngay trwdc mit chang
dé 1am gi ca, Nhung Bundle hiy tin twéng & toi.”

T6i tiéc 14 khdng c6 mat & dd cung véi Loraine dé canh chirng cho anh.

“Cam on. Nhung minh c6 mot ké hoach. €6 thit xét xem, cd thé vio sdng mai, co
va Loraine bi pan xe & gan Latherbury? Khong xa chd cd & 1a may phai khong?”

“Khoang sau chuc cay, nhung chang sao.”

“Tdi chac 14 ¢ da nghi nhu thé nhuwng ché cé giét Loraine bang téc dd xe phéng
qua nhanh day nhé vi tdi rat yéu co ay. Vay quyét dinh nhu thé: gitta mudi hai gio
muoi lam va muoi hai rudi...”

“Pé ho moi ching minh an trua w?”

“Pung, Bundle nay, cd cé hinh dung duwgc khong, toi vira gdp cd Socks tré trung
hom qua. CO ta cho t6i biét 13 Terence O' Rourke cling tdi nghi cudi tudn tai nha
Coote.”

“Jimmy, anh ¢ nghila ong ta...”

“can phai nghi ngd tat ca moi ngudi, dé 13 nguyén tic. C6 phai biét dé 13 mot
chang trai vo cling tio ton va tdi nghi 13 anh ta cé kha nang dtng dau mot td chiic bi
mat. RAt ¢4 thé anh ta cling 14 ddng bon véi nit ba twdc vi ndm ngoai anh ta cé di sang
Hungari.”

Nhuwng nhitng tai liéu liic ndo cling ¢ trong tAm tay anh ta.

“Cling vi thé nén anh ta lai khong thé chiém doat ”

Anh ta cin phai hanh dong ra sao dé khong gy nghi ngd. Tém lai, gid thi anh ta
bam vao day leo tréo 1én va trd vao giwong, thi dé that 1a rat tinh ranh qui quai. va,
bay gitf day 1a k& hoach ctia t6i: sau khi trao ddi vai ba cau xa giao lich sy vdi ba Coote,
c6 va Loraine phai bam riét 14y Pongo va O'Rourke, giit hai ngudi dén tan gid an trua.
Chac 14 cha khd khan gi d8i vdi cac cd gai xinh dep va duyén dang nhu hai co.

“O! Anh d3 phai dung dén nhirng th1 doan 1dn! Du sao thi t6i cling ghi lai nhitng 10i
dan do ctia anh. Con bay gid' anh ndi chuyén vdi Loraine nhé.”

Noi doan, Bundle trao ong nghe cho c6 ban ctia minh va kin ddo roi khoéi can
phong.



Chuang XXVl 9
CHUYEN TINH CO XAY RA TRONG PEM

Jimmy Thesiger tdi Latherbury vao budi chiéu clla mo6t ngay mua thu dep, dwagc
phu nhan Coote dén tiép that than tinh dwdi con mat lanh lting ctia ngai Oswald. Biét
nhitng du dinh vé hén nhan ctia ba chtt nha muoén vun vén cho minh, chang tim
cach to ra that lich s va tinh cadm véi Socks Daventry. ORousrke thi rat vui vé. Anh ta
té ra c6 mot khuynh hwdng muoén lam cho cac su kién xay ra ¢ tu vién nhuém vé bi
hiém nén khi Socks lu6n ludén héi, anh ta c6 tinh t6 diém thém cho cau chuyén cé vé
ly ky nén kho ma biét dugc su that ra sao.

“Cé bén ngudi dan 6ng deo mat na, tay lam 1am sung ngan kia 4? Khong thé thé
dwgc” Co gai ndi.

“Cé thé 1am chw! T6i con nhd cd dén sau tén, chiing dan ngra toi ra bat udng mot
th® thudc nudc. Toi tin d6 1a thudc doc va chac 1a di dit roi.”

“Nhung ching da cudp cai gi, hay dinh cudp caigivay? 7

“Nhitng d6 chiu bau dinh trén vuong mién ctia hoang dé nudc Nga, ngudi ta da
trao cho 6ng Lomax dé& giti vao Ngan Hang Anh qudc.”

“Po nodi diéu!” Socks kéu 1én.

“Tdi néi diéu? chinh 13 ban tdi 1a phi cdng, d3 ché& cac chau bau dy bang may bay
ma! P4 1a chuyén rat bi mat ma toi da ké cho cd nghe diy cd Socks a. Néu khdng tin,
cd ct héi Jimmy Thesiger dy. Véi anh ndy tdi cling khong tin bang véi co6 dau.”

“C6 phai dung la 6ng Lomax da di xudng ma khong mang theo sing khong?,” Socks
hoi.

“Du sao thi ngwdi ta cling tim thay hai khiu sung ngan,” Ba Coote ndi.

“O! S§ ctia t6i 14 phai bi treo cd kia” Jimmy néi.

“Hinh nhu & d6 cé mot nit ba tude Nga cé mot sic dep that cao qui,” Sooks bao.

“Ba Ay nodi vdi chuing ta nhitng chuyén ghé gdm & Budapest,” Phu nhan Coote.

Ngai Oswald gadm glr trong cuéng hong.

“Tdi s& ghi vao sd, thuwa ba” Rupert Bateman nhanh nhau néi.

“Xin cdm on. T6i cé cAm twdng nhu cling phai cAm on ca trdi nita vi tdi khong hiéu
vi sao ma dng Oswald khong bi ban chét va ciing khong bi chét vi swng phéi.”

“pirng cé ngd ngan nhu thé Maria” Ngudi chong

“Luc nao to6i cling rat sg bon trdm cwdp” Phu nhan Coote tuyén bo.

“ThAt 13 thu vi néu duge mat ddi mat” Socks 1am bam.



“Chd c6 mong nhu vay!,” Jimmy ndi.

“Vét thuong cia anh ra sao r6i?” Phu nhan Coote héi.

“O! cling da kha, nhung tdi rat ngwong nghiu 13 c¥ bat budc 1am gi cling bang bén
tay trai ma toi lai khong thuan tay nay.”

“L& ra phai day cho tat ca nhitng da tré phai thuan ca hai tay” Ong Oswald bao.

“01,” Socks nhin dng Oswald than phuc ndi.

“Nhat dinh roi, tdi viét dugc ca hai tay.”

“Nhung chic 1a khong ciing mét Iic phai khong a.”

“Lam sao nhu thé duwgc” Chti nha phan bac lai gon 10n.

“Khong phai vay,” Socks ndi giong suy tu.

“Nhitng cai dé that hitu ich khi tham gia chinh quyén. O'Rourke bao,” khi ban tay
phai cd thé chang biét ban tay trai lam gi..

“Chac chan 13 khong roi.”

“Thé ma khi choi bai thi anh danh bai ra bang tay trai,” Bateman, ngudi quan sat
nai.

“Phai, nhung cai do6 rat khac” ORourke nhe nhang phan bac.

Ppung lic nay, tiéng cong déng da. Moi ngudi ditng 1én thay y phuc dé di an t6i.

Khi xong bita, ngai Oswald, phu nhan Coote, Bdteman va ORourke choi bai bridge
trong khi Jimmy va Socks chuyén tro tan tinh nhau.

Nhitng ciu cudi cing ma chang trai nghe dugc budi tdi hdm dé trong khi buéc
chan 1én cau thang, 1a cau ndi ctia ngai Oswald:

“Minh chang bao gi& biét choi thao bai bridge ca, Maria a.”

Va ba nay doi lai:

“Tdi chang nghi ngd gl diéu d4, 6ng ban a. Minh ludn ludn bao téi nhu vy ma.
Nhuwng ma minh con no 6ng O'Rourke hai dong livres day, Oswald a!”

Hai tiéng dong ho sau, Jimmy tudn xudng thang gac khong mot tiéng dong. Anh
vao phong &n mot 1at, roi 1én vao phong lam viéc cia Oswald. va & dd, sau khi chu y
1ang tai nghe khoang mdot hai phdt, anh bat dau vio viéc.

Phan 16n cic ngan kéo déu khod chat, nhwng Jimmy cAm trong tay mot dung cu
nhd cé thé m& dugc tat ca cac khoa.

Lan luot, anh xem xét cac thit chita bén trong va cin thain dé lai, sip xép lai y nhu
cU.

Hai ba 1an anh dirng lai vi twdng 1a nghe thady mot tiéng dong nao do xa xa, nhung
khong cé gi quay rdy anh ca. Chiéc ngin kéo cubi cung cling dd dugc luc soat k.
Jimmy d3 cé thé néi 1a ndm duogc cac chi tiét ki thut vé thép nhung chang thiy gi
vé diéu anh quan tam tc 13 chang thay tai lidu gi lién quan dén phat minh cta Herr
Eberhard hodc cin cuwdc clia s6 7bi 4n ca. Chac han 14 anh ciing it hy vong bang cach



nay ma tim thiy nhitng tai liéu vé phuong dién dé nhung cling chang nén bé qua bat
cr kha nang nao.

Anh xem xét lai that cin than 1a dd déng lai nhu cfi tat ca cac ngin kéo chua vi
anh biét cdi sitc manh quan st cia Bateman. Anh nhin xung quanh minh dé xem
con diu vét gi ctia minh dé lai khong.

“Thé& 12 chang cé gl § day c3,” Anh khe kh& 14m bam.

ROi anh roi khoi van phong, khod ctra lai. Hinh nhu cé tiéng dong rat gan, nhung
Jimmy cho 1a minh nghe nhim nén van ling 1& di qua dai tién sanh, dnh sang &
nhitng cira sb trén cao hat xudng gitip anh budc di ma khdng bi va cham...

Anh lai nghe thay mot tiéng dong, 1an nay rat ro rang...

Khong phai chi c6 mo6t minh anh & tién sdnh ma cé mot ngwdi nio dé di chuyén
cling than trong nhu minh.

Tim anh dap manh, anh chay voi dén chd bat dién, van ndt, &nh sang bat ngd lam
anh nheo mat, nhung & mot quing gan, anh nhan ra Bateman.

“Trdi dat! Pongo, ciu lam t& gidt minh.”

“T¢ nghe thay cd tiéng dong,” Bateman nghiém nghi giai thich.

Jimmy than thd nhin doi gidy dé cao su ctia ngudi ban hoc cii, bao:

“Cau da nghi dén tat ca, Pongo a; ma lai con mang theo vii khi nita” va anh chi tay
V30 cdi tdi 4o phong 1én cia Bateman.

“can phai vay,” Anh nay bao.

“T& hai 1ong 12 cAu khdng ban vi td bat bat dau thiy chan ngiy phai 1am bia dd
dan...”

“Pidu dé cé thé xay ra day.”

“Nhung ciu rat cd thé sai lAm,” Jimmy phan khang.

“Nhung tdm lai thi cau lam gi & day?”

“T¢ déi bung,” Jimmy dap.

“Nhung di c6 san mdt hdp ngay canh givdng ciu dd thoéi” Bateman ndi va cham
chti ngdm nhin Jimmy qua cip kinh d6i méi...

“Ccau nham roi, anh ban a! bung 14 c6 mdt hdp ngoai viét: "Banh qui d€ khach mau
d6i dung’, nhung khi khach ma ra thi chi 1a hop rong khong. Vi vay t& mdi phai di
xuong phong an...”

Va vdi mot nu cuwdi ngdy tho, Jimmy tho tay vao ti 4o ngt ctia minh bdc ra mot
nam banh qui.

MOt 1at im 1ang.

“Bay giv, t§ thay 1a phai trd vé phong ngt,” Thesiser bao.

Va anh & 0ai tréo 1én thang gac.

Bateman di theo. Pén clta phong minh, Jimmy quay lai nhu dé mdt Ian nita chic



nguoi thu ky ngti ngon. Nhung anh nay bao:

“Piéu cau noi vé nhitng cdi bAnh qui ay thét la lung. Cau cho phép t§?”

“TAt nhién r6i, anh ban, ciu c& kiém tra di. Bateman di vio phong, mé& cai hop ra,
thay rong khong, cu ta 14m bam:”

“pung la quén that. Chao cau nhé, chic ngi ngon.”

ROi han di ra. Jimmy ngdi xuéng mép giwdng nghe ngdng mot 14t réi cling 14m
bam:

“May ma thodt! Pongo 1 mot d¥a da nghi, chang bao gi¥¥ né ngi. b6 14 mot théi
quen xau, deo sing ma di dao nhu thé!”

Anh di@ng 1én, m& mot ngan tt quan do0: mot chong banh qui xép cao cham tdi
mot tum ca vat.

"Phai &n hét tit ca day - Jimmy nghi bung - Vi ddnh cudc chin 4n mot 1a thé nao
sang sém mai Pongo ciing t&i day kiém soat."

ROi anh thd dai va ngdi vao ban &n trwdc mdt bita ma minh chang thém mudn
mot ti nao.



Chuang XXVIli
NHUONG MQI NGHI NGO

Pung gitta trua thi Bundle va Loraine budc vao trong vieon sau khi da cho chiéc
Hispano vao mot ga-ra gan dé.

Phu nhan Coote do6n tiép hai cd gi vdi s ngac nhién nhuwng cling thay vui thich,
mdi ludn hai ngudi & lai du bita trua. O'Rourke dang nam wdn trén cai ghé banh rong,
bat dau ndi chuyén véi Loraine ngdi nghiéng mot bén tai ra nghe nhitng 15i gidng vé
k{ thuat stra 6td vi vira duwgc Bundle cho biét xe minh bi truc trac.

“Chting t6i nghi that 1d may man ma cai xe gi§ chirng ngay rat gan day” Cudi cling
nang bao.

“Ong Thesiger dau r6i nhi?” Ba Coote hai.

“Hinh nhu ¢ trong phong choi bi-a,” Socks ndi.

CO di ra, va hau nhu ngay lic d6 Bateman xuat hién.

“Thesiger bao 13 ba héi tdi, thua ba Coote,” Hin ndi.

Ngay 1ap tic Loraine tan cong. CO kéu to:

“Al Ong Bateman! T6i rat mudn duge gap 6ng. Cé phai chinh 6ng d3 mach téi mot
th thuoc chita cho mot con chd ludn luén bi thuwong & chan khong?”

Chang thu ky 1ac dau:

“Khong, khong phai toi, nhung t6i biét thi thuodc dd.”

“Ong that 1a tuyét voil,” Loraine thot 1én than phuc.

“Ludn phai ndm duoc khoa hoc hién dai ch®,” Bateman nghiém trang nai.

Tererice O’'Rourke ghé vao tai Bundle:

“Mdt con ngudi nhu han han 13 tac gid cda nhitng cau: "Thudng thudng moi ngudi
khong biét 1a muon gitt dwoc luén bong dep do6 bay trén 1o swéi thi phai, v/v..." hodc
"Con bo hung 13 mot trong cac sau bo cd tap tinh rat la lung” hodc nita: 'Tap quan mau
hé & nhitng bo lac nguoi da dé”, V. V... dang trén cac tap chi.”

C6 gai mim cwdi va ndi vdi ba Coote:

“T6i thay 1a & day ba cé mot san gon.”

“cd c6 mudn choi khéng, tiéu thu Eileen?” O'Rourke hoi.

“Chiing minh r hai nguwoi nita choi di, Loraine! Ong O'Rourke va to6i, chiing minh
choi vdi cd va dOng Bateman.”

“Hay nhan 10i dil,” Ba Coote bdo nguwdi thu ky tré dang c6 vé ludng Iur.

BOn ban tré di ra bai cd. Bundle ri tai Loraine:



“Viéc to chitc that 12 tot!”

cudc choi kéo dai mai téi mot gid trva. Bateman va Loraine thang.

“Tdi chac 13 c6 cling ddng vy v4i tdi,” O’Rourke ndi véi Bundle.

Ca hai ngudi déu Iui lai sau va han néi thém:

“Pongo 14 mot tay choi can than chang cé chit ndo hé hénh, con tdi thi c bira di.
Co c6 thay dé 1a mot 16i sdng hay hay trong cudc ddi khong, tiéu thu Eileen?”

“Nhung 10i s6ng do cé bao gid gdy phién todi cho 6ng khong?” Bundle cudi, héi.

“Cing... ludn ludn day! Tuy nhién, t6i van c sdng nhu vay. C6 I8 tdi sé chiu thua
dudi cai thong long ctia dao phu thoi.”

Gifta Itic dd, Jimmy Thesiger nho ra tir mdt géc nha kéu to:

“Thé nao ha Bundle?”

“Cau & dau day?” O'Rourke hoi.

“Toi vira di dao... Nhung cac c6 6 dau tdi do... Loraine va c6?”

“Hispano bi "pan” va bd chuing tdi lai” Bundle ndi va ké lai su viéc bat ngd.

Jimmy lang nghe mdt cich thién cam r6i bao: - Néu phai stra 14u, t6i s& dwa cac cd
vé bang xe cda tdi sau bita an.

MOt tiéng cong noi 1én va moi ngudi vao nha.

Bundle ngdm nhin trom Jimmy. Nang nhan thay nhu c¢é mot cai gi vui vui trong
giong noi ctia anh va cdm thdy anh da dat dugc phan thang.

Sau khi an xong, hai cd gai tir gid ba Coote, va Jimmy dua hai cd gai tdi tan nha dé
Xe.

Khi cd bon d3 & bén ngoai, ca Loraine va Bundle déu mot lic cat tiéng hai:

“Thé nao?”

Jimmy vé tréu nguoi:

“O! Khong d& 1am, chi cé didu 13 t6i bi bdi thuc vi banh qui.”

“Nhung, cai gi da xay ra chu?”

“T6i sé ndi cho cac co biét: vi trung thanh véi st ménh chung ma toi da phai nhoi
bich qui cang ca bao tu!”

“Sao nao, Jimmy!” Loraine giong trach madc.

Chang trai ngay tirc thi trd lai nghiém trang va hai:

“Cac c6 muodn biét vé diéu gi nao?”

“Trudc tién, anh c6 thiy ching tdi déng tot vai tro ctia minh khong?”

“Xin c6 10i khen, nhat 1a vé viéc x@ su vdi Pongo. Vi O'Rourke thi con dé hon, chit
con véi Pongo thi that khting khiép. Khong chd nao 1a khong dung dau véi han va con
té hon 13... Khong bao gid ngudi ta nghe thay tiéng budc chan han.”

“Anh cho han 13 nguy hiém u?”

“T4t nhién 13 khong roi. Pongo 13 mot thang ngu, nhwng né lai 1dm cho t6i rat 1...



kho chiu.”

va Jimmy ké lai mot cach hai hwdc su c6 xay ra tdi hdm trwdce cho hai cd gai nghe.

Bundle chang té gi cé vé dong tinh v4i anh:

“Thuc ra tdi chang hiéu anh hy vong tim thdy gi & day?”

“Pd 1a sO 7’ Thesiger bo.

“Va anh tin 13 s& gip s6 7trong nha nay?”

“T6i nghT la it nhat cling thay dwoc mot diu vét gi dé.”

“Va anh da tim thay chu?”

“Khong phai vao t6i hom qua...”

“Nhung sdng hdm nay,” Loraine cat ngang.

“Khong ro no c6 gitp ich cho chiing ta chut gi khong nhuwng trong lic di dao...”

“pang 18 chang nén di qua xa nh, toi tudng 1a...”

“Khong. C6 thé ndi 13 toi da di rén rén hoan toan & phia trong. Vi thé, t6i nhac lai la
liéu no co ich gi khéng, nhung t6i tim thay cai nay...”

Nhanh nhen nhuw mdét nha do thuat, anh 14y ttr trong tui ra mot cai lo nho ném
cho Bundle. Trong lo con day lwng chirng mot thi bot trang.

“Anh thay cai nay thé nao?” C6 gai hai.

“Mot th bot trang dang két tinh,” Jimmy bao.

“Anh tim ra cai lo nay & dau?” Bundle voi hoi.

“Cai nay,” Jimmy dap.

Va mac cho cac cb gii nai ni, anh nhat dinh khong néi thém gi ca.

“P3 tdi ga-ra day roi,” Anh ndi.

Ngudi cha ga-ra trao cho Bundle moét t& gidy ghi phi ton nidm doéng Shilings va
trinh bay lo ma vé nhitng dinh 6c bi hdng gl diy... Tiéu thu Eileen twoi cudi thanh
toan va ndi vdi anh ban:

“T6i biét cai gi toi muodn doi hoi & anh! Anh c¢6 nhd chiéc ging tay bi chdy dd ma
Canh sat trudng Battle tim thiy khong?”

“Cé nhg.”

“Ong ta c6 bao anh x06 thir vao khong?”

“Cd, nhung chiéc gang hoi qua rong. biéu dd lam cho ta nghi dén mot con nguwdi to
cao va luc ludng.”

“po khong phai 1a diéu tdi quan tAm. Georges Lomax va cd 6ng Oswald cling cé
mat tai do cha?”

“Phai.”

“vay thi Battle ddng ra phai bat mot trong hai ngudi dé di thr?”

“Tat nhién roi.”

“Thé nhung, Battle khong lam thé ma lai chon anh, Jimmy, anh khéng hiéu 14



diéu d6 cd nghia 13 gi w?”

Thesiger nhin Bundle dap.

“Xin 16i Bundle. Pau dc tdi chac 1a chang dwgc sang sudt nhu thudng ngay, nhung
t6i khong hiéu y c6 mudn ndi gi?”

“Thé con chi, chi Loraine, chi nghi sao?”

Co gai td mo nhin ban, va 1ac dau ndi:

“Vay thi chi thr ndi xem cai d6 cé nghia gi?”

“pdngy. Jimmy bi thuwong canh tay phai va phai deo 1én c6.”

“Pung,” Chang trai cham rai ndi.

“Ong ta khong mudn 1am ai chd y vao diém nay. bua cho anh thi va s& di ng ta
ndi vé véc dang ngwdi mang né 1a chi d€ danh lac hwédng nhitng su nghi ngd ma thoi.
Pidu d6 phai ching 12 d€ chitng té, trong bat ¢ trwdng hop ndo thi ngudi ban vao anh
cling cAm sung bén tay trai.”

“Vay thi chung ta phai tim ké thuan tay trai” Loraine ndi vé nghi nggi.

“Phai day, toi sé dua ra thém mot chitng c khac nita vé van dé nay. biéu ma
Battle ging kham ph4 trong cin phong nhdé ma & d4, tdi gp 6ng ta, dé 1a mot cau lac
b0 choi gbn thudc vé mot nguwdi thuln tay trai.”

“Troi dat!” Jimmy bat ngd kéu 1én.

“Givay?”

“T6i nghi 14 cai d6 chang cé v nghia g, nhwng that kha 13 ky cuc.”

va anh ké lai cAu chuyén trao d6i ma anh tham du hém trudc.

“Nhu vay ngai Oswald Coote 1a mdt nguwdi thuan ca hai tay?” Bundle hai.

“Phai, va t6i nhd 1a vao cai budi t6i ma Gerald Wade qua ddi & Chimneys, t6i nhin
vao dam choi bai bridge va thay mot ngudi nao dé ra bai that vung vé nguong nghiu...
dung, phai Ia mo6t nguoi thuan tay trai. RG rang dé 1a ngai Oswald! ”

Ca ba ngudi nhin nhau.

Loraine lac dau,

“MOt ngudi nhw ngai Oswald Coote! V6 ly. Ong ta dwoc gi khi ditng dau mot hoi bi
mat?”

“bung la vo ly,” Jimmy noi.

“S6 7 c6 nhitng phwong phap lam viéc riéng cia minh,” Bundle kh& noi.

“Nhung tai sao 6ng ta lai phai dung 1én cd mot man kich & tu vién trong khi 6ng
da cé nhitng tai liéu ¢ xi nghiép ctia minh?”

“Ta cfling cd thé giai thich diéu nay bang cing mot 1y 18 nhu ta 3 dwa ra veé van dé
ong ORourke. Phai danh lac hwdng nhitng su’ nghi ngo.”

Bundle gat git dau.

“Tat ca déu an nhap. DI nhién 1 nguwdi ta phai dat van dé nghi van Batier va nit ba



twdc. Chang ai nghi dén viéc budc tdi ngai Oswald Coote.”

“TOi tu hdi la Bundle cd nghi tdi khong... - Jimmy ndi giong tu 1u.”

MOt hoi e chot loé 1én trong tri nhé ctia Bundle: nang nhw nhin thiy Canh sat
trwdng Battle dua tay 1én nhat 14y mot miu day leo vurdng vao 4o vét tdng cia nha
triéu phu. C6 phai ngay tir dau Battle d3 dat van dé nghi 6ng nay?



Chuadng XXIX
THAI PO LA KY CUA GEORGES LOMAX

“Thua ngai, ong Lomax tdi day a.”

Huln twdc gidt nay ngudi, vi 6ng dang hét sic tap trung nghién ciu c ddng cua
cd tay trai ctia minh nén khong nghe thiy tiéng budc chan clia ngudi quan gia di trén
tham c6. Ong kho chiu, ding hon 13 gidn di nhin Tredwell, ]Am bam:

“Sang nay ta da bao nha nguoi la ta dac biét ban kia ma...”

“Thua ngai dung thé, nhung...”

“Ra bao véi 6ng Lomax 1a bac d3 nham, 13 ta d3 di vang hodc ta dang dau khdp,
hodc... néu can thibao 13 ta... d3 chét roil”

“Nhung 6ng Lomax da nhin thay ngai khi cho xe di doc theo dai16.”

Huan tudc Caterham thd dai mot hoi that sau.

“Thoi duoc, Tredwell, ta ra vay.”

Tinh ngai huan tudc Caterham 1a du gip viéc bat nhu v, 6ng van tiép dén khach
dac biét niém nd. Vi vay ong ra dén Lomax vdi vé than tinh khong ché vao dau dugc.

“Ban than mén, t6i that han hoan dugc gdp 6ng. Xin moi 6ng ngoi,”

Ong diy Lomax ngdi vao mot chiéc ghé banh dd s6 va tw minh ngbi xudng trudc
mat khach.

“T6i muon c6 mot cudc ndi chuyén dac biét v4i ngai” Georges bao.

“0il” Huan twdc Caterham khe khé va yéu 6t thét 1én, 1ong nhu that lai trong lic
dau dc dng goi va lwét rat nhanh tat cd nhitng gi c6 thé gy nén su khd chiu va bat on
4n chi¥a trong cai cau don gian do.

“Mot cudc trao ddi rat dic biét” Georges nhac lai va nhan manh.

Tim huan twdc cang that lai vi 6ng cd cAm twdng 1 nhitng gl dng chd doi sé chang
hay ho gi ma 6ng khong sao cé thé twdng tuwong duoc.

“That vay u!” Ong nodi vdi vé binh tinh mot cach gia tao.

“CO Eileen c6 & day khong nhi?”

Ong gia cam thay nhu dwoc an i nhwng cling ngac nhién nita.

“Cd, cd,” Ong dap.

Lomax cat ngang 10i 6ng:

“Toi rat vui dugc biét cd Eileen cé & day. Lat nita cé thé tdi s& ndi chuyén véi co
ay...”

“Dugc thoi, dugc thoi, anh ban than cua tdi.”



Huan twdc moi lac lai cang ngac nhién nhung cling thay nhe ngudi.

-... Néu diéu dé khong lam phién dng.

“Khdng c6 thé 1am phién tdi dau.”

“Tdi cho 13, ngai Caterham a, ngai chua thdy 13 Eileen chang con 13 mot dta tré
nita. P3 13 mot thiéu ni va hon nita 1a mot thiéu ni duyén dang va day tai nang.
Ngudi dan ong ndo chinh phuc duge cd dy thi s& 1d mdt ngudi sung sudng, tdi nhac
lai, mot ngwdi sung swdng.”

“Cé thé nhu vay,” Huan tuwdc Caterham ndi.

“Y ngai mudn ndi 1 c6 ay khong thich minh 13 mo6t ngwoi song mot cach vo ich
chit gi. Eileen rat thong minh, ngai Caterham a, va cé nhiéu tham vong. C6 ay quan
tAm dén cdc van dé thdi sy dwong thoi va xem xét bang tri thong minh tré trung va
trong sang ctia minh.”

Huln twdc Caterham nhin 6ng ta. Ong thay nhu cai ma nguoi ta goi "su cang
thang cia cudc sdng duong thoi" nhw in diu trén con ngwdi Lomax va cach ong ta
miéu ta Bundle rd rang 13 chang 14y gi 1am chinh xAc.

“Ong cd chac chan 13 6ng rat khoé manh khong?” Huan tudc Caterham héi mot
cach to mo.

Georges cO mot ¢ chi sot rudt va noi:

“Chac chan chi, ngai Caterham. Nhung cé phai ngai bat ddu muén tim hiéu 1y do
vi sao toi téi thim ngai sang nay? T6i khong 13 nguoi dé dang dé chiu nhitng trach
nhiém mdi va to6i mong la minh da lam dung vdi cong vi hién tai cia minh, nhu vay
13 toi da cAn nhac rat k§ van dé ndy: mot cudéc hdn nhan, nhat 13 & tudi cia toi, khong
thé gidi quyét mot cach ndng ndi. Mén dang hd doi, cing mot s& thich, hop tinh hop
tinh, cing mot tin ngwdng... d6 13 nhitng yéu t6 quan trong ma phai cAn nhac kf
cang. T6i nghi 12 minh cé thé ding hién cho vo mot dia vi xa hdi khong thé coi
thuwong, nhung Eileen cling sé phai biét lam cho xtng dang mot cach t6t dep. Can c
vao ngudn goc xuit than, vio su gido duc clia gia dinh, vdi tri thdng minh san cé, vdi
su nhay bén vé chinh tri, nang hoan toan cé day du ning luc dé gitp tdi phat trién su
nghiép cé 1gi cho ca doi. To6i thay rd, ngai Caterham a, 1a... hirm... cé mot su hoi chinh
l6ch v@ tudi tdc gitta hai ching tdi, nhuwng néi dé ngai yén tam 13 t6i rat khoe, cang
tran stc luc. MOt ngudi chong 16n tudi hon vg nhiéu nam 1 mot diéu tot chit sao.
Hon nita Eileen cé nhitng s& thich that 1a nghiém chinh, va mot ngudi dan 6ng & tudi
t6i, lai hop véi co6 4y hon 13 mdt thang tré ranh nitt mat chwa rdo mau dau, khong cé
mot chut kinh nghiém gi cia cudc song cling nhu su lich 13m trong giao tiép doi xtr.
Ngai Caterham a, t6i xin xac nhén 1a... hrm.. t6i yéu qui sy twoi tré ctia c6 ay, toi yéu
va tan thudng, wa thich c6 ay. €6 gi hanh phuc hon, duge wu dai hon 1a dwoc ching
kién suw dom hoa két trai ctia tri thong minh tuyét voi cia cd ay. C6 ai dam bao 13 toi



chang thau hiéu chut nao vé...”

Ong ta 1ac dau vé ngao ngan va huan tudc Caterham cam thay that khé khan dé
néi nén 161, bong thot 1én:

“Phai ching t6i phai hiéu 1a.. Chj, cha, 6ng ban than cua tdi, dng khong nghi dén
viéc 1ay Bundle lam vg ch?”

“Ngai ngac nhién uw? Tat nhién 1a quyét dinh cta t6i dung la c6 bat ngd mot chut.
Nhwng ngai cho phép t6i dugc ndi chuyén riéng vdi cod ay chi?”

“Di nhién r6i,” Huan tudc Calerham dap.

“T6i cho nhitng cau nodi ciia ngai 1a xuat phat tr thién y, ngdi Caterham a, du la
ngai dién dat mot cach kha la ling. Tuy vay tdi van quyét dinh ciu may... Vay 12 toi cé
thé gip tiéu thu Eileen ch?”

“O! Pidu dd doi vdi tdi khong cd gi quan trong,” Huan twdc Caterham noi.

Lomax dung 1én, quyét dinh thuc hién y do:

“T6i sé tim c6 ay ¢ dau?” Ong ta hoi.

“Trdi dat! Nao toi cé biét,” Cha Bundle dap.

“T6i doan 1a c6 &y & chd c6 Wade. Pon gian nhat 13 ngai bAm chudng goi quan gia
cua ngai téi bdo di tim Eileen va bao vdi cb ay 1a t6i mudn gdp ndi chuyén khoang
dam ba phut.”

Hun twdc Caterham 4n ngay nut chudng. Khi ngudi quan gia tdi, 6ng bao:

“Tredwell, bac 1am on di tim cho t6i tiéu thu Eileen va bdo né 13 6ng Lomax muén
gap nd noéi chuyén trong phong khach.”

“Da vang, thua ngai.”

Tredwell lui ra, Georges nim 14y ban tay huan tudc Caterham, ndng nhiét nim
chat 14y chang chil v g dén nét mat rau rau cda ong ban gii.

“Nghin 1an cAm on ngai,” Ong ta noi.

Va 6ng ta voiva di ra.

“Nhung nay!,” Huan tudc Caterham noi.

ROi sau mot luc 1au im 1ang, 6ng khé kéu:

“Vay Bundle s& lam gi, nhung roi nod s& lam gi day?”

Clra phong lai m@.

“Ong Eversleigh, thua ngai.”

V3, vi Bill bwdc nhanh vao, huan tudc Caterham voi di téi, ndm 18y tay anh, noi:

“O! Billl Anh tim Lomax phai khong? Hay nghe ddy, néu anh mudn gitip 6ng ta mot
viéc 16n thi hdy dén ngay phong khach, bao 6ng ta di hop Noi cac hoac kiém mot cd gi
khdc 16i 6ng ta di. That 1a khéng ddng khi dé cho con ngudi khén khé nay gid mit ra
tu’ lam cho minh 16 bich trwdc sw chaAm choc ché nhao ctila mot dira con gai.”

“T6i khong dén tim Lomax,” Bill ndi.



“Khdng thé duoc, it ra 13 trong lic ndy. Georges dang cung vdi né & trong phong
khach.”

“piéu do cé gi 13 quan trong?”

“Nhwng rat quan trong day,” Huan tuwdc Caterham bao.

“Nhung Ong ta d& ndéi gi dé dén noi...?"

“cé trdi méi biét duge, chac 13 nhitng 101 bay ba. Nguyén tic cia to6i 1a khdng néi
nhiéu, nhwng chi khiém t&n hon tay co gai va dé cho chinh sy viéc dién bién.”

Bill ngo' ngac nhin ong.

“Nhwng, thwa ngai, toi rat voi. Toi rat cAn phai trao do6i véi Bundle.”

“O! chac 1a anh khong phai chd 1au dau. Thu thuc 13 cé anh bén canh, toi rdt mirng
vi toi tin 14 Lomax s& mudn gap t6i khi moi chuyén da két thic.”

“Nhung, co viéc gi kia? Ong Lomax lam gi?”

“Xuyt!,” Huan twdc Caterham dwa ngdn tay lén ngang miéng.

“Yéu cau gi?”

“yéu ciu két hon... vdi Bundle! cling khdng hiéu vi sao. T6i cho 13 6ng ta d tdi cai
tudi nguy hiém. Khong sao cd thé ly gidi khac duac...”

“cau hon Bundle! Con ngudi tho 16! Gia nhu thé ma...”

Bill d6 tia ca mat nay.

“Ong ta tuyén bo 1a dang sung sic” Huan tudc Caterham noi.

“Ong ta! Nhung ong ta d3 hoan toan lu khu, toi... Trong con gidn di, Bill nhu bi
nghen thé.”

“Chwa hoan toan dau,” Caterham lanh Iting phan bac.

“Mot tén tdo bao khung khiép! Lomax véi Bundle! Mot ¢6 gai nhu Bundle! L& ra
ngai chang nén cho phép...”

“Khong bao gio tdi chong lai bat c@ mot cai gi ca” Huan twdc Caterham ndi.

“L& ra ngai nén ndi ngai nghi gi vé ong ta.”

“Khon ndi, nén vin minh ctia ching ta dau cé cho phép,” Huan tudc Caterham ndi
giong tiéc nuoi.

“Bundle! Bundle! Khi t6i nghi 13 minh chang bao gi® ddm cAu hon vi biét 13 sé& bi
nang ché gidéu. Thé ma Lomax! Mot cai thuing rong! Mot con budn tro trdo! Mot tén
dao duc gia! Mot tén hanh tién bat chinh!”

“Tiép tuc nita di,” Huan twdc Caterham noi.

“Trdil” Bill xic dong ndi. Toi phai di day.

“Khong, khong, ding di voi. T6i mudn anh & lai. Anh con mudn gip Bundle kia
ma.”

“Khoéng con mudn gip ltc ndy nita. Pitu ma ngai vira néi da 1am tdi chang nghi
dwoc cai gi khac nita... Tién day xin hoi ngai cé biét Jimmy Thesiger ¢ ddu khong nhi?



Tdi cho 13 cu ta phai § tai nha Coote. Khéng biét cd con & day khong?”

“Hinh nhw hin d3 vé thanh ph6 hdm qua rdi. Bundle va Loraine cé t&i nha Coote
hom thit bay. Néu anh cé thé chy mot chut...”

Bill 1ac dau va budc nhanh ra khéi phong.

Hudn twdc Caterham di nhén chan trong tién sdnh, cAm 14y chiéc mii va nhanh
nhen di ra ngoai bang ctra bén.

Gitta Iic d6 dng nhin thay 6 t6 cia Eversleigh di doc theo dai 10.

“Chang trai nay sé& gap tai nan” Ong nghi.

Nhuwng Bill da t&i Luan bon an toan, cho xe vao ga- ra va tdi nha Jimmy Thesiger.

“Chao Bill, cd chuyén gi day? Sao mat mdi pho phac vay?”

“T¢ dang rat hoang mang, lai vira bi mot cd nita lam cang bdi roi ton.”

“01,” Jimmy bao.

Bill khong ddp. Anh dam dim nhin vao tdm tham dwédi chan vé ludng lu kho sé
lam cho Jimmy nay tri to mo.

“Co phai dung la da xay ra cai gi ky quac khong, william?” Anh diu dang hoi.

“Phai, mdt cai gi dd that 1a ky quic, minh khong thé hiéu dugc nita.”

“Vé chuyén Bay Con SO u?”

“Vé chuyén Bay Con SO. Sang nay t& nhan dugc mot birc thu.”

“Mét bitc thw? Thu loai gi?”

“M0t birc thu cia nhitng ngudi thuc hién di chiic cia Ronny Devereux.”

“Trofi dat! Sau bao nhiéu ngay!”

“Dudng nhu nd dé lai nhitng 16i din do. Vao trudng hap bi chét bat thudng, mot bi
thw cé gan xi phai giti cho minh ddng mudi 1am ngay sau cdi chét ctia ng.”

“Va ho da gti cho cau?”

“Phai.”

“Cau da md'ra?”

“Phai.”

“Trong do co gi?”

Bill nhin anh that la lung khién Jimmy xdc dong.

“Nao, nao,” Anh kéu lén.

Anh rét mot ly rwgu manh Whisky pha vdi soda va dua cho Bill uong mot cach
ngoan ngoan. Luc nay khuoén mat chang trai cting cé vé hodng hot nhu ban.

“T¢ khong sao tin dwogc diéu ma birc thu dé cho té hay.”

“Thoi di,” Jimmy phan doi.

Vva anh ra khéi phong cat tiéng goi:

“Stevens!”

“Toi day, thura 6ng.”



“Lam on di kiém thudc 13, téi hét mat roi.”

“Vang, thua ong.”

Thesiger chd cho tdi lic nghe thay tiéng ctra khép lai, r6i mdi trd lai phong lam
viéc ma Bill vira dat cai ly trén ban. Anh ta c6 vé binh tinh lai mot chut va da tu chua
hon.

“Td nghe cau day,” Jimmy bao.

“Nhung that qua stic tudng tuong!”

“vay chac chan d6 12 su that, xem ndo.”

Bill th& dai mot hoi that sau:

“T& s& k& hét cau nghe.”



Chudng XXX
MOT TIENG GQI KHAN CAP

Loraine dang dua rdn véi mot con ché nhd, hoi ngac nhién ldc thiy Bundle trd lai
véi c6 sau hai muoi phat vang mat. €6 thd gdp va khudén mait cé vé gi dé kho ta.

“Uil,” €6 ndi, dé roi minh xudng ghé.

“C6 viéc gi day?” Loraine ngac nhién nhin c6 va hoi.

“Dd 1a Georges Lomax, Georges Lomax.”

“Ongta da lam gi chi?”

“Ong ta to tinh. That kinh khiing. Ong ta ling ting, ling ting, nhiu gitta nhitng
cAu noi, nhuwng van ct tiép tuc. Chac han ong ta da hoc thudc long nhitng gi mudn
nodi vdi toi va khon thay minh lai khong biét tra 16i ra sao ca.”

“Thé nhuwng han 13 cAu phai biét minh s& phai lAm gi chi?

“Tat nhién roi, minh du cé mudn lay mot 130 gid xau mau nhu Georges. Minh
mudn noéi 13 minh da khong biét chon mot cau tra 10i cho thich hgp theo cudn sb tay
vé nghé thuit (*ng x@. Minh chi cé thé ndi 14 rat cdm dong vi vinh du 6ng ta dem téi
cho minh v.v... nhwng sau d6 vi buc va sg khong chiu dwgce, minh da nhay qua ctta s6
trén ra day.

“vd ly, Bundle, cai d6 chang giéng véi ciu ti ndo ca.”

“Chua bao gi® minh ngd 13 chuyén dd cé thé xay ra. Lic ndo minh ciing cho 13
Georges khong wa dwgc minh va do 13 su that. Loraine, ban thiy khong, that 1a nguy
hiém ma can thiép vao cdi tinh cach ky cuc cia mot ngudi dan 6ng. Gid ma ban dwagc
nghe ong ta ndi vé cai tdm hon non tré ctia minh va sy vui suwéng cua 6ng ta dugc dao
tao, dwgc udn nan taAm hon minh. TAm hon ctia minh! Néu dng ta dugc doc chi mot
ntra thoi nhitng gi trong dé thi nhat dinh 6ng ta s& khiép via ma ngat xiu!”

Wade khoéng nhin duoc cuoi.

“O! Minh biét rd d4 1a khuyét diém,” Bundle tiép.

HuAn twdc budc téi gdn vé dam chiéu kho s6.

“Lomax di ro6i w?” Ong hoi vdi vé than tinh guwong gao.

“Ba d3 dat con vao mot tinh thé that dep!,” Con gai 6ng noi.

“Thé, thé... con bao ba phai ndi vdi 6ng ta nhu thé nao nio?,” Huan twdc Caterham
noi.

“Con chang tin nhu thé dau! Bundle ca
gdc nha va khting bd ba.

”

"‘”

Con thi cho 13 Georges d3 don ba vao mot



“Cling gdn nhu thé dd. Ong ta d3 nhan dwoc 16i ddp cda con ra sao... Xau phai
khong?”

“Con cfing chang nhd ra nita. Con con sg'1a da cé phan hoi dot ngdt.”

“O1.” HuAn tudc Caterham noi.

“Mot tran choi gdn cé thé 1am gidn thain kinh ctia minh. Lai diy Loraine!” Bundle
nai.

Gi¢ phut tiép sau dé troi di trong khong khi thanh binh va ca ba ngwoi déu vui vé
khi trg vé 1au dai.

MOt bic thu dé trén ban & tién phonsg.

“Ong Lomax da dé lai bic thu ndy hAu ngai,” Tredwell giai thich.

Huln tudc Caterham xé phong bi, doc thw thot 1én mot tiéng rén va ngoanh lai
phia con gai. Tredwell d3 bién di roi.

“Bundle! Pang 1€ con phai ndi rd rang chi!”

“Ba mudn ndi sao?”

“Nay hay doc di.”

CO gai cam lay 14 thu va doc:

Ngai Caterham kinh mén, tdi ldy lam tiéc la khdng gdp lai ngai. Toi cd nhd la dé té i
mudn ndi vdi ngai sau khi dd gdp tiéu thu Eileen: Cé gdi thdn mén khong mét chiit nghi
ngd tinh cdm cta téi va té ra that xiic dong. Toi chang mudn lam cho nang bi qud bt
ngo. Tinh e 1é then tho tré trung ctia nang thdt vo cung quyén rii do dé long yéu mén ctia
téi cang tdng 1én gdp béi. Toi rdt tdn thudng tinh e dp trinh trdng cia nang. Ti cdn phdi
cho nang cd thdi gian dé quen ddn vdi tinh cdm dd. Su e then ctia nang chitng té 1a nang
chdng dén ndi vé tinh d6i vdi toi va tdi cd thé tin chdc dd 1a mét cdch trd 10i wng thudn.
Hdy tin & tbi, ngai Caterham kinh mén, trdn trong kinh chdo - Georges Lomax.

“Troi dat oil,” Bundle kéu 1én nhu hut haoi.

“pung 13 mot thang dién!,” Huin tudc Caterham noi.

Tiéng chudng dién thoai reo va Bundle chay ra.

MOt 1at sau, Lomax va 10i té tinh ctia 6ng ta bi quén di va Eileen ra hiéu cho
Loraine dén véi minh. Hudn twdc Caterham trd vé ban gidy.

“Pé 1a Jimmy,” Bundle ndi.

“Nho troi, toi da gip c6,” Tiéng Thesiger.

“Vang.”

“T6i khdng cé du thoi gian dé giai thich tat ca duoc sy viée. Va lai rat khé néi hét
qua dién thoai. Nhung Bill d3 dén chd t6i va ké cau chuyén. That hét stc la lung nhu
trong gidc mao vay. Néu 1a chuyén that... thi ching ta coi nhu dd dwoc tham gia vao
mot vu viéc ndi tiéng nhat thé ky. Bay gid, day 1a nhitng gl cac cd cé thé bat tay vao
1am: ca hai vé ngay thanh phd, dé xe vio mdt ndi ndo dd roi dén thang cau lac bd Bay



Con SO... Khi tdi d6, phai loai ra ngoai vong chién tén ngudi hdu ma cac ban da biét
do.”

“Alfred? DI nhién roi. bé cho t6i viéc d4.”

“T6t. Gat han ra xa va chd toi va Bill dén. Pirng dé 10 mit ra & c¥a s6 nhung khi
chiing minh dén thi mé ra ngay. Ban cé hiéu khéng?”

“RO.”

“RAt t6t. COn nita, Bundle nhé! birng dé ai biét 13 ban di Luan Pon. Néi 13 ban dua
Loraine vé nha c6 ay. N6i nhu thé c6 dugc khong?”

“Hoan toan duoc. Jimmy nay, minh dang & trang thai that 1a hung phan.”

“Ban cd thé dé lai di chudc trwdce khi di day!”

“Tot thoi! Nhuwng toi mudn biét chuyén gi da.”

“Ban s& biét khi chung ta gdp nhau. Nhung tdi cd thé ndi trudc nhu thé nay:
Chuing ta s& cho s0 7mdt don ra don! ?

Bundle dat 6ng nghe xudng, quay vé phia Loraine tdm tit nhanh ciu chuyén vira
trao doi trén dién thoai cho c6 ta biét. Wade chay 1én thang giac chuan bi hanh ly.
Trong lic do, Bundle tho dau vao van phong cha c6 va noi:

“Ba a, con dua Loraine vé nha c6 iy day.”

“Tai sao vay? Ban con da di roi u?”

“Viéc cAn dén cd 4y ba a” Bundle néi kiéu lo ma. Ho vira goi dién. Hen gip lai bal

“Hay ch® mot chut d3 Bundle! Khi nao con vé?”

“Con chang biét nita.”

ROi sau 161 chao qua loa dd, nang chay vao buéng minh, d6i mii, khoac 4o banh tb
16ng thu san sang 1én dudng. Nang da bao chuin bi chiéc Hispano tir trwde.

Cudc di dén tadn Luan Pon khong cd gi xay ra. Hai c6 gai giti xe vao mot ga-ra roi di
thang dén CAu lac bd Bay Con SO.

Alfred ra md@ ctra. Bundle, theo sau la Loraine budc vao. Bundle bao:

“Alfred! Péng cira lai! Ta dén dé gidp cho anh moét viéc: cdnh sat dang truy tam
anh day!”

“0il Tiéu thu!” va mit gd nhu cham do.

“Ta chu y bao cho anh vi bita no, anh da gitip dd ta,” Bundle ndi nhanh.

Ba phut sau, Alfred sg hét hon rdi ngay nha so 14 phd Hunstanton hia 1a sé khong
bao gid’ quay lai.

“Thé 1a xong!” Bundle hai long, ndi.

“Cé cAn 1a minh phai té ra c¥ng ran thé khong?” Loraine hoi

“pé cho chic chan hon,” Bundle dap.

Ho dén d4y. Chang bd phi thoi gian, chic 13 ho rinh chd cho tén ngudi hau di khéi.
Loraine, chay xuong mé ctra cho ho di!



Loraine 1am theo, Jimmy Thesiger nhay xu6ng xe noi:

“Hay cho mot chut Billl CAu bam coi khi thay cd ai nhé!”

ROi anh chay nhanh 1én bac tam cap, déng ctra lai sau minh. Anh c6 vé mat that
vui tuol.

“Bundle dau! Chung ta phai hanh dong ngay. Chia khoa can phong ma ban lot vao
1an truwdc dau?”

“pd 1a mot trong cac chia & tAng trét. Ching minh da cin than gitt 14y tat ca.”

“bung day, nhung phai mau 1én, chiing ta khong co thoi gian dau.”

Chiéc chia khod tim thay dé dang, canh ctra boc dém day xoay trén ban 1é va ca ba
budc vao bén trong. Cin phong van y nguyén trong tinh trang ma Bundle trudc day da
thay, bay chiéc ghé tya van bay xung quanh ban.

Jimmy nhin xung quanh minh trong khoang vai ba phut khong néi nang gi, roi
anh dwa mat nhin hai cai ti tudng.

“Bundle! chi cho t6i chiéc tt ma c6 da ndp trong do.”

“Cai kia kia.”

Jimmy di dén phia d6, m& canh cta t0, nhitng tAm van trong dé van bay cac do
thuy tinh.

“Can phai don tat ca nhitng cai nay di,” Anh 1am bam.

Loraine di ra.

“Anh s& 1am gi nao?” Bundle s6t rudt hoi.

Jimmy qui xuéng va tim cach nhin qua cac khe chiéc ta twong kia.

“Cho Eversleigh 1én dAy, roi ban s& hiéu tat ca,” Anh ndéi.

Qua vay, cd gai chay nhu dién, budc vao mat tai xanh, mat tron tron so hii, miéng
kéu:

“Oi! Bundle! Bill... Bill...”

“C6 gi xay ra day?”

Thesiger nam 14y vai c6 hoi:

“Loraine! C4i gi vay, ndi ngay di!”

C6 gai van hon hén néi trong hoi tho:

“TOi... tOi cho la... anh ay chét.., chét roi... Anh ay &... trong xe... nhwng khong néi
ning, khong... dong day gi ca. Chic 1a... anh 4y chét roil”

Jimmy vang tuc va chay dén ciu thang, Bundle theo sau, nguc dap ron ra, cdm
thiy that vong. Bill... chét? O! Khong, khong phai thé!

Eiieen va Jimmy ra dén chd 6 td do, Loraine theo sau.

Thesiger nhin vao trong xe. Bill van ngbi nhu trudc, nhung dau ngat ra sau, mat
nham nghién.

Thesiger nAm canh tay anh 16i kéo nhung anh ta van im lim.



“T6i khong hiéu ra sao c3,” Anh IAm bam trong miéng.

Ho d3 dua duoc Bill vao trong nha khong khé khan gi, chi c6 mdi mot dé t cia
luu linh trong thay va cdi tiéng 1é nhe:

“RO rang... 1a cai 6ng... nay da... da... qua chén ay mal...

“Mang ciu ta vao phong khach nho & tan cu6i nhal,” Jimmy bao.

Ho dat Bill nam dai xudng. Bundle qui xudng bén canh nam lay cai c6 tay cing dd
vao hai ban tay minh.

“Mach d4p yéu 1am,” C6 noi.

“cau 4y rat khée manh khi tdi dé lai cau 4y trong xe” Jimmy khang dinh. Cling dé
thoi, chi cAn mdt miii tiém va mot ké ndo dé cé thé dén gan 14y cé 14 hoéi gi¥ chang
han. chi con mdt viéc can 1am, t6i phai di tim mdt ngwoi thiy thuodc. Cac ciu hiy 6
tai day trong chirng...

Anh di nhanh ra ctra r6i dirng lai bao:

“pirng sg, nhung cé 18 t&t hon 13 minh dé lai khau sdng ngan ndy... tredng haop...
Minh s& c6 tr§ vé that nhanh...”

Anh dit khau sting xudng chiéc ban nho canh di ving, di ra, va ngudi ta nghe thiy
tiéng canh cra dong sam lai.

Can nha trd nén rat tinh mich va hai cd gai ngdi xudng canh Bill ma Bundle van
tiép tuc nghe mach & cd tay chang trai. Mach cé vé ddp manh hon nhwng khdng déu.

“Minh rat muén cd thé 1am dugc cdi gl d6” Bundle néi nhé véi Loraine.

Wade gat dau dap:

“pung day, duong nhu Jimmy di dd dwoc mot thé ky roi, thé ma (c6 xem dong ho
tay) chi mdi dugc mot phut rui.”

“Minh nghe thay cé tiéng dong,” Bundle ndi.

“Minh khéng hiéu vi sao Jimmy lai dé lai cho chiing ta khau sung cia anh iy,”
Loraine ndi.

“Bon tdi pham dung 12 d3 tAn cdng Bill...” Bundle bat dAu nhung lai thoi.

Loraine run ray thi thao:

“pung thé, nhuwng... Chung minh & trong nha, ngwoi nao vao 1a nghe thay ngay.
Hon nita, ching minh lai con cé khiu sing.”

Bundle nhin lai Bill va nhac lai:

“Minh mudén 1am mot cai gi d6. Co phai nguwoi ta thudng cho nhitng nguwoi bi dau
doc uong ca phé néng khong nhi?”

“Minh cé mot lo mudi trong tdi xach,” Loraine noi.

“pé minh di tim.”

Nang budc nhanh 1én ciu thang, di qua phong danh bac va budc vao can phong
nho6 ma Bay Con SO da hop tai dé. chiéc tui xach ctia Loraine dwgc dat trén ban.

”



Gitta Itc Bundle gio tay ra cAm thi chot nghe thay mot tiéng dong phat ra phia sau
minh.

Mot nguoi dan 6ng, ding nip sau canh ctta, mot tui vai chira day cat trong tay.
Trudc khi cb gai kip quay lai, da bi tui cat ddnh manh xudng dau.

Bundle thot 1én mot tiéng rén khé réi ngd xuéng ngat lim.



Chuang XXXl
HQI "Bay Con Sa"

Rat chdm chap, Bundle tir ti tinh lai. Nang cé cam gidc nhu minh dang bi chim
sau trong bong tdi va dau dau nhic nhoi ma 1an vao dé déu déu tiéng ndi quen quen
nhac di nhac lai vo hodi nhitng tiéng dwoc 13p di 1ap lai.

Bong t6i dan bét di va cai dau don lai trong dau, Bundle thay minh da c6 day thuc
dé thay that 13 dic sac nhitng 161 ma tiéng ndi dé thot ra:

“Em yéu! Bundle yéu qui! 0i! Em yéu ctia tdéil Em da chét rdi, chac chan 1 em da
chét mat roi! Anh yéu em biét chirng nao! Em yéu, em yéu...”

Bundle ndm im, mat nham nghién, nhung d hoan toan tinh lai. Bill dm nang
trong hai canh tay minh, van nhac di nhac lai:

“Bundle yéu qui, tinh yéu cua toi! To6i biét 1am gi bay gio? Oi! Bundle ctia anh! Toi
da giét em! TOi da giét em!”

Bundle thi thao diu dang:

“Nhung, khong ma. Anh chang c¢6 vung dai a!”

Bill giat nay ngu'di, kéu lén:

“Bundle, cO con séng u?”

“Tat nhién roi.”

“co tinh lai tir Idc nao thé?”

“pudc khoang nam phut théi... T6i thi chang muén tinh lai chit ndo, that 1a
thich...”

“Sao kia?”

“Nhitng diéu ban néi vdi toi that 1a... thich. Vi chang bao gid ban con nhac lai dugc
hay nhu thé. Ban qua rut ré e then ma.”

Mat may Bill dé tia.

“Bundle,” Anh khé nai.

“That 1a budn cuwoi! Nhuwng tai sao chi?”

“Toi rat so 1a bi ché giéu, co rat thong minh... t6i nghi 13 c6 phai 1dy mot nhan vat
vi dai nao kia...”

“Nhu Georges Lomax phai khong?” Bundle goi y.

“Khong, khong phai cai con ltra kiéu ngao do, nhung la mot con nguoi thuc su
xung dang vdi co... ma... ma toi cling chwa biét.”

“Anh that dé thuong.”



“Nhung... Nhuwng, Bundle! C6 cd... gidi quyét duwoc khong?”

“Giai quyét cai gi ca?”

“La 1ay to6i! TO6i biét 13 minh cé cai dau kha tdi, nhwng tdi yéu c6, Bundle a... TOi sé
1a no 1é ctia em.”

“Anh gi6ng y nhu mot cht khuyén ngoan ngodn,” Bundle ndi.

Chang trai ngo ngdc Iti lai va 1am bam:

“Bundle, khong thé thé dugc!”

“vay thi,” Bundle néi.

“Bundle... em yéu...”

Bill m 13y nang, va run rat d...

“Bundle, c that khong? Em cd biét 1a anh yéu em biét bao nhiéu khong?”

“O! Billl”

That 13 vo ich ta lai chi tiét cAu chuyén trao doi gifta hai ban tré kéo dai sudt mudi
phut dong ho sau do vi toan 1a nhirng 10 1ap lai thoi.

“Em yéu anh that ch?” Bill hoai nghi hoi dén 1an th hai muoi.

“That... that... that! Nhung lic nay ching ta hdy ngoan va biét diéu mdt chut. bau
em van nhtc lam, thé€ ma em mudn biét tat ca nhitng gi da xay ra. Chung ta dang &
dau va cé gi & day?”

vira héi, Bundle vira bat dau nhin ra xung quanh.

Ho dang & trong can phong kin. Cra phong cé nhitng canh cta boc dém ddéng im
im. C6 phaila ho da bi giam?

Bundle dwa mat hoi, nhwng Bill chang mot chit ndo chd v dén cau héi ciia nang
ma ddm dam nhin ngdm cd gai day vé sung kinh.

“Bill, ban ctia em, hay tinh tdo lai di! Ching ta can phai ra khoi noi day!”

“Sao? Cai gi?... Al Phail! Rat dé thoi.”

“Chinh vi yéu em ma anh tudng twong vay day,” Bundle bao.

“Nhung ma ding nhu thé,” Bill ndi.

“Xuyt!,” Vi hon thé ctia anh kéu Ién.

“Anh khong cho phép em dau,” Bill bao.

“Nao, nao, Billl Lam sao ra khéi du'gc can phong nay?”

“Anh nhac lai véi em 1 chang cé gi khé khin ca... Anh nglrng lai vi Bundle nam lay
tay anh cé nguy.”

Nang nghiéng nguwdi vé phia trwede va cham chid nghe. Khong, nang khéng nham...
tiéng chan budc nghe thay rd & phong ngoai. Tiéng chia khod tra vao 10 khod va tiéng
chia khoa xoay.

Bundle nin thé. C6 phai Jimmy t&i dé giai thoat cho ho... hay mdt ngudi ndo khac?

Clra md va 6ng Mosgorovsky, nguoi dan 6ng rau ram hién ra trén ngudng ctra. Bill



budc 1én mot budc trdec mat ong va néi nhanh:

“T6i cAn phai ndi chuyén vdi dng mot 1at.”

Ong nguwoi Nga khong tra 10i ngay ma dua ban tay vuot vuot bo rdu rAm mim cu'di,
nai:

“Al TOi hiu. Rt tuyét. Xin moi cd 1am on di theo t6i.”

“Hay nghe theo di Bundle!,” Bill bao.

Tiéu thu Eileen ngoan ngodn dng 1én. Giong ra 1énh ctia Eversleigh d6i vdi co that
mdi la. Anh ta cd vé rat tu tin, san sang doi phé véi moi tinh thé va c6 thiéu nit tu hoi
tat ca cai dé c6 nghia gi day.

Vay la nang di ra khéi cadn phong, theo sau 1a 6ng ngudi Nga dong ctra lai sau 6ng.
ROi 6ng chi vao cau thang bao:

“Xin c6 di theo 16i nay.”

Thé 13 Bundle budc 1én ciu thang 1én tang trén va dugc duwa vao mot can phong
nho kha toi tan ma co dodn dd da 13 phong ngd cta Alfred.

Mosgorovsky bao co:

“Xin hay cho ¢ day va durng gay tiéng dong.”

ROi Ong ta di ra va Bundle nghe thay tiéng chia khoa xoay trong 16 khoa. Nang ngoi
xudng mot chiéc ghé dua, dau van dau nhitc nhdi va cam thay bat luc bat bd dc phai
van hanh. Bill c6 vé rat tu tin, chic 12 sém mudn thé nio ciing cé ngwdi téi gidi phéng
cho c6.

Nhitng gidy phut troéi qua. Pong ho tay cia Eileen da bi chét nhung nang wéc lwgng
la 6ng ngudi Nga dua nang téi day da dugc hon mot tiéng dong ho. Cai gi da xay ra?
Cai gi dang xay ra? Cudi cung nang nghe thay tiéng chan budc 1én thang gic. b6 13
Mosgorovsky néi véi nang bang mdt giong kiéu cach:

“Thua tiéu thu Eileen Brent, c6 dugc mdi tham du mot cudc hodi nghi bat thudng
ctia Hoi "Bay Con SO”. Xin moi cd theo t06i.”

Ong ta di xudng thang trudc nang, mad cra can phong bi mat réi ding né sang mot
bén nhwong cho cd thiéu nit budc vao. €O giat thét ngwoi khi nhin thay 1an th hai
nhitng gi ma c6 chi méi dwge nhin qua céi 16 nhé khoan vao canh cira cai ti tudng.

Nhitng nhan vat deo mit na ngbdi quanh han va trong lic nang ding yén thi
Mosgorovsky vira budc vao chd clia 6ng vira chinh ngay ngan chiéc mat na cé mat
dong ho 1én mat minh.

Nhung Ian nay, chiéc ghé twa & dau ban da cé chi, S6 7 dang & chd ciia minh.

Tim Bundle dp ron 1én: nang dang dng & chd d6i dién véi han va nang cham chd
nhin vao manh vai cd trang tri cai mat dong ho da che kin mat hin. Nguwdi dan ong
nay hoan toan bat dong va Bundle cam thiy c6 mdt sic manh to 18n todt ra tir han.
Nang cé mot y mudn néng bdong 13 mudn dwge nghe han néi, dwge nhin thiy mot c



chi ciia han, nang thay trong long that ngdn ngang boi rdi...

cung lic dé Mosgorovsky ditng 1én. Cai giong uyén chuyén va day uy luc clia 6ng
nhu tir rat xa vang téi.

“Tidu thu Eileen, c6 dugc tham du mot cach ngau nhién hoi nghi bi mat ctia Hoi
va 18 d1 nhién 13 c6 dugc thong bdo vé ton chi muc dich va chwong trinh ké hoach ctia
H6i chting t6i. C6 cd thé nhan thay 1a chd danh cho s6 2 hién con dé trong: chd ay lic
nay la ctia c0.”

Bundle thé hén hén thdy minh nhu dang séng trong mot gidc mo hoang dudng
quadi di. C6 thé nhu thé dugc khong, khi ngudi ta két nap minh vao mot td chitc clia
nhitng toi pham?

Cau hoi 4y phai ching cling da dén vdi Bill va da bi anh khinh bi day ra?

“T6i khéng thé nhan duoc” Nang kho khan dap.

“Xin dirng nén hap tap, voi vang,” Mosgorovsky ndi, c6 gai dwong nhu thay dng ta
mim cuoi sau cai mat na.

“T6i dd doan thay” Bundle bao.

“That vay u?”

Tiéng cudi cung nay do Bay gi® phat ra ma giong néi nhw danh thitc diy mot tiéng
vang trong ky (tc Bundle. Nang d3 nghe thay ¢ dau?

S§ 7tir tir dua tay 1én va bat dau cdi nhitng nut cta chiéc mait na.

Tiéu thu Eileen nhin thd. Cudi cing nang sap dwdc biét...

Chiéc mat na roi xudng... Va Bundle déi dién v4i khudn mat bat dong va lanh lung
v0 cam ctia Canh sat trudng Battle!



Chudng 32
BUNDLE CHET SUNG

Bién dich: NQK!1J

“Thé 1a ding,” Battle ndi khi Mosgorovsky nhom day, vong qua chd Bundle. “Lay
cho c6 ay mot cai ghé. T6i thay co Ay cd vé bi sdc.”

Bundle tha ngudi xudng ghé. Su viéc bat ngd khién c6 nhw mé mudi, con Battle
van tiép tuc ndi vdi giong nhe nhang, thong tha dic trwng ctia minh.

“c6 khong ngo lai thay toi & day, tiéu thu Eileen. C4 nhitng ngudi dang ngdi quanh
ban nay cling thé. Ong Mosgorovsky diy cé thé ndi 1a phu ta cta tdi, di nhién 1a 6ng
ay biét toi tir dau. Nhung phan I6n nhitng ngwoi khac chi biét nhan Iénh tir dng ay
ma thoi.”

Bundle van khong thdt ra duwgc 10i nao - qua chang gidng c6 thudng ngay - don
gian 13 khong biét ndi gi.

Battle gt dAu, t6 vé thong cam, cho thiy 6ng hiéu dugc trang thai tinh cam ctia cd
ltc nay.

“Toi e 14 c6 cAn phai gat ra khoi dau modt vai suy nghi dinh kién di d3, tiéu thu
Eileen. Vi du nhu vé cai hoi nay. Toi biét 1a trong sach, truyén cé viét nhiéu - mot td
chic tdi pham cd mot tay siéu ma dau ma chua ai thay mat bao gi¢. Dang t6 chitc d6
c6 thé van ton tai thuc trong cudc sdng, nhung phai ndi 1a tdi chua bao gidy biét tdi,
cho du t6i cling c6 kha nhiéu kinh nghiém vé vai linh vuc.

“Nhung su lang man thi thé gidi nay lai cé nhiéu, tiéu thu Eileen a. Ngudi ta, nhat
14 ngudi tré tudi 4y, thich doc vé nhitng diéu nhu vay va cling thich 1dm nhitng viéc
nhu vay nita. Gid toi xin phép gidi thiéu cho tiéu thw mdt nhdm nghiép du cé uy tin
da 1am nhiéu viéc rat co gia tri cho co quan cta to6i, nhitng viéc khong ai khac 1am
dugc. Thé nén néu ho thich chon loai trang phuc cé vé khac biét, ky bi thi cé gi ma
khong dugc? Ho san sang doi mat vdi nhitng hiém nguy - nhitng mdi nguy hiém bac
nhit. Thuc té ho da 1am nhu vy, 1y do 1 ho thich mao hiém ma thdi. Theo danh gia
ca nhan thi t6i thay day 1a nhitng viéc hoan toan lanh manh trong cai thoi dai ma ta
ludn yéu cau an toan la trén hét. Ho 1am thé ciing vi thuc long muon phuc vu dat nude
minh.

“Gi0 thi, thua tiéu thu Eileen, toi xin gidi thiéu ho cho cd biét. bau tién 1a dng
Mosgorovsky - c¢é thé néi 13 cd d3 biét réi. Chac co ciing nhan thiy 13 6ng dy diéu
hanh ciu lac bd nay, va diéu hanh cd mot vai diém khdc nita. Ong 4y 1a mat vu chong



BOn-so-vich t6t nhat & Anh qudc. SO 5 chinh 13 B4 twdc Andras thudc S quan
Hungary, 1a ngwoi rat gan giii, than can vdi anh Gerald Wade qué c6. SO 5 13 Ong
Hayward Phelps, nha bio ngudi My, cé su dong cam rd rét v4i nwde Anh va c6 kha
nang san tin rat an twong. So 3...”

Ong ta dirng ndéi, mim cwoi, con Bundle hd mom khong ndi nén 161, tran troi nhin
Bill Eversleigh dang nhe rang cudi véi minh.

“s§ 2,” Battle néi nhung giong tram hon, “hién nay chi con la chd trong. Chd nay
trude day thudc vé Ronald Devereux, mot thanh nién lich 1dm, da hy sinh vi dat nuéc
nhu mot ding nam nhi wdc cé thé 1am nhu vay. SO 1, &, s 113 Gerald Wade, ciing 1a
mot thanh nién lich 1dm va cling hy sinh vi t6 qudc. Chd ctia anh 4y da cé ngudi thay
thé - toi thay hoan toan xing dang - bdi mot quy ba, ngwoi da ching minh duoc 1a
hoan toan pht hgp véivi tri d6 va da gitp d& ching toi rat nhiéu.”

La ngudi cudi cung, SO 1 cling dd g& bé mat na. Bundle khéng ngac nhién gi khi
thay sau mat na la khudn mat xinh dep ctia ni ba twdc Radzky.

“Nhé ra tdi phai biét,” Bundle buc titc ndi, “rang ngudi phu nit ngoai qudc lang du,
xinh dep nhu ba thi lam gi cling duoc chit.”

“Thé 12 em chwa biét cai diéu hay nhat ro6i,” Bill néi. “Bundle, day chinh 13 c6 gai
Babe St. Maur d4y - chic em nhd 1an anh ké vé ba dy tirng 1a dién vién thay do chi -
ba 4y da chitng minh kha nang rat tot day.”

“Chang phai thé sao!” giong miii ctia c6 St. Maur cat 1én. “Nhung vai ndy ciing
khong han 14 do tdi gidi dau, vi cha me tdi tirng 1a ngwdi viing Yurrup - thé nén toi bat
chudc ciing chang khé khan gi. A, ma tdi dd suyt nita bi 16 mdt 1an & tu vién Abbey
day, lic ndi chuyén vé vuon cay.”

Ba ta ngurng roi ndi tiép:

“Cling... cling khong phai chi 13 tiéu khién diu. Moi ngudi chac biét 13 t6i rat quy
Ronny. Thé nén khi cdu ay gap chuyén - toi... t6i quyét phai tim ra cdi tén da sat hai
ciu ay. Thé thoi.”

“Tdi cha con hiéu gi nita,” Bundle néi. “Moi thi khdng con nhu tdi tudng.”

“Thuc ra cling cd gi dau, tiéu thu Eileen,” Canh sat trwdng Battle ndi. “Luc dau chi
la mot nhém thanh nién ham ho phiéu lwu. Chinh cdu Wade 1a nguoi dau tién tdi
gap toi. Cau ta goi y thanh 1ap mdot nhdém, c6 ¢ goi 1a nhitng ké nghiép dw, lam cong
tac bi mat. T6i d3 cAnh bdo ciu Ay rang nhu vay cé thé nguy hiém d4y - nhung ciu dy
khong phai hang ngudi coi didu dé ra gi. Toi 3 noi thang vdi cau Ay rang ai tham gia
thi phai hiéu cho rd nhitng rtii ro. Nhung diéu d6 cling chang ngan duoc ai trong dam
ban cia cAu Wade ca. Thé 13 moi su bat dau.”

“Nhung muc tiéu 1a gi co' chr?” Bundle hai.

“Chuing tdi truy lung mot ké cu thé - rat muodn tém dwgc han. Han khong phai 1a



mot tén lwvu manh binh thudng. Han tirng 1am viéc trong thé gidi clia cAu Wade,
chinh 14 mdt thang Raffles'”’, nhung gidi hon nhiéu. Han dé mat téi nhitng vu 16n,
lién qudc gia. A cd it nhat hai trudng hop nhitng phat minh bi mat, quy gid bi ddnh
cap - rd rang tht pham 13 ngudi ndm dwoc thong tin noi bd. Gidi chuyén nghiép da
tham gia tim kiém, nhuwng that bai. Thé r6i nhitng ké nghiép du nay nhan viéc - va da
thanh cong.”

“Thanh cong u?”

“Phai - nhung ciing khong phai 13 khong bi ton hai gi. Han 13 ké nguy hiém. Han d&
c6 hai nan nhan ma di thoat di duwgc. Tuy nhién Bay Con SO da 1an theo, va nhu toi
néi: ho da thanh céng. Nhd cé cau Eversleigh ddy, han cudi cling cling da bi bat qua
tang.”

“Han 13 ai thé?” Bundle hoéi. “T6i cé biét han khong?”

“Cod biét kha rd ddy, tiéu thu Eileen. Tén han 13 Jimmy Thesiger. Hin d3 bi bat
chiéu hom nay.”

1] Ba chuong cubi gém 32, 33 va 34 do NQK dich bd sung.
2] Raffles 1la mét tén tdi pham lung danh, dugc nhdc tédi nhiédu trong cadc tic phdm trinh tham. (NQK)



Chucng 33
BATTLE LAM RO SU VIEC

Canh sat trwdng Battle ngdi xuong roi thodi mai giai thich moi chuyén.

“Trwdc day toi dau cé nghi ngd gi han ta. Manh mdi dau tién cé duoc 14 khi tdi biét
101 trang troi cia cAu Devereux. DI nhién ltic dé theo cd hiéu thi 1a cAu Devereux mudn
nhan cho Thesiger rang Bay Con S6 di hai cu ay. Pung 12 16p nghia d4u tién 1 nhu
vay. Nhung duong nhién t6i biét chuyén do6 1a khong c6. Chinh Bay Con S6 mdéi 1a doéi
twong cau Devereux mudn nhan nhd - nhan nha diéu gi dé lién quan téi Jimmy
Thesiger.

“Chuyén qua la kho tin vi Devereux vdi Thesiger lai 1a ban than ctia nhau. Nhung
toi lai nhd ra mot viée - nhitng vu trdém doé déu do mot ké biét dwoc thong tin ndi bd ra
tay. Ké dé, néu nhu khong phai 1am viéc trong Bd Ngoai giao, han d3 nghe 16m dudc
moi ngudi & dd noéi chuyén. Toi cling thay rat khé xac minh dugc viéc Thesiger 13y
tién & dau ra. S6 tién ma cha han ta dé lai khong nhiéu, nhung han thi lai sdng rat xa
hoa. Tién & dau ra nhi?

“T6i biét cAu Wade rat xuc ddng vé diéu gi dé ciu ay phat hién ra. Cau ay cam
doan la da di dung hudéng. Cau ay khong ndi vdi ai vé hwdng diéu tra do ca, cho dén
khi d3 hoan toan chic chian thi méi tiét 10 gi d6 cho cAu Devereux. b6 1 thdi diém
ngay truede khi ho tdi 1du dai Chimneys nghi cu6i tuan. Co ciing biét 1a cAu Wade da
thiét mang & d6 - do hip thu thudc nga qua liéu. Su viéc cd vé rat don gian, nhu ciu
Devereux lai khong chiu nghi thé mdt phut ndo. CAu ta tin chic Wade d3 bi ké nao dé
gat di mot cach thong minh va ké nao dé trong lau dai chinh la ké ching to6i lung tim
bao 1au nay. T6i nghi rang cau ay da sap sra tAm su diéu d6 véi Thesiger, vi téi ltc dé
ciu ta chwa nghi ngd gi hin. Nhung cé diéu gi d6 da ngan lai.

“cau 4y da 1am mot viéc kha la lung: sdp xép bay chiéc dong hod 1én ban, vt cai
thi¥ tam di. Cai d6 biéu trung rang Bay Con S8 s& tra thl cho cai chét cia thanh vién
trong hoi. ROi cu ta chdm chu quan sat xem c6 ai 10 ra hay cé vé bdi roi khong.”

“Vay chinh Jimmy Thesiger d3 dau doc Gerry Wade u?”

“Phai. Han 1én bd thudc vao rwdu va soda ma cAu Wade d3 udng dudi gic trude khi
vé phong ngl. Thé nén khi viét thw cho cd Wade thi cu ta d3 budn ngt 1am réi.”

“con tay hau can Bauer, c6 lién quan gi téi chuyén nay khéng?” Bundle hoi.

"Bauer 13 ngwdi clia chung toi, thua tiéu thu Eileen. Chung tdi cho rang tén trom
nay sé nham vao phat minh ctia Eberbard nén Bauer dwgc bo tri 1am viéc tai l1au dai,



dang gidp chung t6i theo ddi moi viéc. Nhung anh ta khong gitp ich dugc nhiéu. Nhu
toi dd ndi, tay Thesiger dd dé dang bd thudc ng vao rugu dé thdi. Sau dod, khi moi
ngudi dd ngd, mot cai chai, mot cai ly va mot chai chloral d3 hét sach dugc Thesiger
dat vao chd Wade. Lic d6 Wade da bt tinh roi, han chi viéc 4n d4u tay 1én ly va chai
thu6c dé phong ngira khi cé ai dat cAu héi gi chang. Toi khong rd bay cai dong hd xép
trén ké kia cé tac dong gl téi Thesiger khong. Chac 1a han khong dé 16 diéu gi véi
Devereux ca. Toi nghi 13 hAn mAt vai phuit cAn nhic moi viéc, roi tir d6 bat dau dé mat
tdi cau Devereux.

“sau dé chung tdi cling khong biét chinh xac viéc dién ra thé nao. TU lic Wade
mat, moi nguwoi it gdp Devereux. Nhung rd 1a cdu ay da theo dung con duong Wade da
ting di, va téi cung mot két luln - chinh Thesiger 1a tht pham. T6i cling thay la l1a
ciu 4y ciling bi hai theo ding phuwong phép ay.”

“Ong nodi vay 1a sao?”

“Thong qua c0 Loraine Wade. Cau Wade yéu c0 ta, cd khi con hy vong cudi lam v,
vi hai ngudi dau phai anh em that. Chac 1 ciu ta dd tAm sy véi cd nay nhidu chuyén
hon muc cin thiét. Nhwng c6 Loraine Wade nay lai dang hién tam hon va thé xac cho
Thesiger. Han ndéi gi c6 ta cling 1am theo. Théng tin ciing 1a do c6 ta chuyén cho han.
Cau Devereux thich ¢6 nang nén da co 10i bdc bach vé Thesiger. Thé nén, Devereux bi
budc phai im 13ng - khi chét con cd nhan cho Bay Con S§ rang thi pham 1a Thesiger.”

“That 13 kinh khing,” Bundle thot 1én. “Gid ma toi biét trude.”

“Sao ma biét dugc chi. BAn than t6i cling thay kho tin. Nhung réi xay ra su viéc tai
tu vién Abbey. Gi®¥ cd chic con nhd tinh thé khé x ldc dd - nhat 13 véi cAu Eversleigh
day. C6 va tay Thesiger dang rat gan giii, con cdu Eversleigh d3 bi b mat khi cb c&
nang nic doi dugc dua téi chd nay, nhat 1a khi ciu dy biét rang c6 da nghe 16m duoc
ndi dung cudc hop. Phai ndi 13 chét sitng.”

Canh sat trwdng ngirng 16, mat 1ap lanh nhu mudn noéi.

“Tdi cling gidt minh, tiéu thu Eileen a. Chua bao gi®f tdi nghi lai cd thé xay ra viéc
nhw vay. €6 da thang t6i mot van.

“con ciu Eversleigh thi tiéng thodi ludng nan. CAu dy khong thé 16 cho c6 bi mat
vé Bay Con S0 ma lai khong khién Thesiger biét luoén - chuyén dé thi khong doi nao.
Thesiger lai kiém ngay duoc cé dé dwge moi tdi tu vién Abbey, gidp Am muu clia han
dé thuc hién hon.

“Tdi cd thé ndi 1a Bay Con SO di gti thw canh bdo tdi 6ng Lomax. Muc dich 1a dé
6ng 4y moi toi dén ho trg, sao cho tdi cd mat & dé mot cach rat ty nhién. Toi dén dé
chang phai diu diém gi c3, c6 cling thiy roi ddy.”

MOt 1an nita d6i mat ctia Canh sat trwdng lai 14p lanh.

“C4 Eversleigh va Thesiger déu kiém c& dé chia ca canh gic. Thuc té€ 1a ciu



Eversleigh va c6 St. Maur day dad canh gac. C6 4y dang gic tai clta s thu phong thi
nghe thay tiéng Thesiger di tdi, voi lanh vao sau biic binh phong.

“Gid mdi thay Thesiger tai tinh tdi mc ndo. T6i mot mitc ndo d6 thi qua 1a han ta
ké dung su that. Toi phai thud thuc 14 véi vu danh nhau va may viéc khdc thi tdi da bi
chan dong nhe - bat dau phan van liéu cé ddng hin 13 tén trdm hay khong, hay 13
chung t6i da di sai huwdng mat roi. Cling c6 mot, hai trwong hop dang nghi troé sang
huwéng didu tra hodn toan khac. Cling phai néi véi cd rang 1a lic d6 to6i dang chua biét
lam gi thi cé yéu t0 mdi phat sinh.

“T6i tim duwgc mot chiéc gang tay bi chdy d& trong 10, trén ging cé dau rang - thé
13... 12 toi biét minh d3 di dung dudng roi. Nhung han qua 1a mot tay ranh ma.”

“Thuc té lic dé xay ra chuyén gi?” Bundle hoi. “Ngwoi danh nhau kia 13 ai?”

“Chang c6 ai khac trong vu danh nhau dé. bé tdi dung lai toan bd cau chuyén cho
cO biét. bau tién la Thesiger v4i cd0 Wade cung tham gia vu nay. Ho d3 udc hen vé mot
thdi diém chinh xdc. C6 Wade 14i xe dén, chui qua hang rao tdi bén ngoai nhi. €6 4 da
chuan bi mot cAu chuyén hoan hao, phong khi bi ai d6 chin héi - cudi cting thi ciing
ké ra d6. Nhung ltc dé cd ta téi twong nha yén on, ngay sau khi déng hd diém hai
tiéng.

“Toi cling phai ndi 1a khi co ta di vao thi ngudi cta toi da phat hién duoc ngay,
nhung ho d3 duogc 1énh khdong ngin ai di vao - chi khong cho thoat ra. €6 nén hiéu 13
td6i muon biét cang nhiéu cang t6t ma. Thé 1a c6 & Wade dén bén twong nha, roi khi
thay cai boc kia roi xudng chan, & nhat 1én. C6 nguwoi leo cay tut xuong, c6 & bo chay.
Sau dd thi sao? Vu vat 10n va ro hon ca ha tiéng sting. Moi ngudi sé phan ng ra sao?
Lao dén chod danh nhau. Con cd Loraine Wade han cd co hoi thoat ra, 1ai xe di ciing véi
tai liéu kia trong tay.

“Nhung thuc té thi lai khéng han nhw vay. €6 nang Wade lai ddm thang vao toi.
T 1dc d6 moi viéc thay d6i han. Khong phai tAn cong ma chuyén sang phong ngu. Co
wade ké phAn chuyén cia minh, rit ding va hoan toan phu hop.

“con vé tay Thesiger thi sao? C6 mot diém tdi chd y ngay tir dau, dé 1 vét dan dé
khong thé ndo ma khién anh ta 1in ra ngit nhu viy. Han 13 anh ta d3 ngd va bi dap
dau - hoac 13 anh ta chang hé ngit chudt no. Lic sau ching ta nghe 181 ké cta cd St.
Maur - c6 mot diém dang chty. C6 St. Maur c6 ndi rang sau khi dén tat di, Thesiger di
ra cho cira s8, anh ta d@ng yén dén ndi c6 dy twdng anh ta da ra khoéi phong, ra ngoai
roi. Phai thay 12 néu ai d6 & trong phong thi ta han nghe thay ca tiéng tim dap néu
cht v lang nghe dy. Néu nhu Thesiger thuc da ra ngodi, thi han di dau? Leo cay 1én
phong 6ng O'Rourke. T8i hdm trudc rugu va soda clia 6ng O'Rourke da bi bd thudc. Han
14y tai liéu, ném xudng cho c6 nang kia, lai theo cAy tréo xudng, roi... bat dau danh
nhau. Cling dé thdi, néu c6 biét twéng twong mot chit. bap ban ghé, 14n 10n, kéu vai



tiéng, roi gid giong kéu tiép. ROi dé chét lai, cd hai tiéng sting. Mot tiéng 1a tir khiu Colt
hin d3 céng khai mua ngdy hdm truwdc, nham vio mot tén trém twéng tuong. Sau dé
han deo gang vao tay trai, rat khdu Mauser d3 dé san trong tui roi tw ban vio phan
meém bén tay phai. Hin ling khau sting qua cira sd, dung ring xé gang tay, vt vao
trong 10. Khi tdi tdi, hdn dang ndm ngat trén san nha.”

Bundle hit mot hoi dai.

“Luc ddé ong khong to tuong ngay hay sao, Canh sat trudng Battle?”

“Khong, lic dé thi khong. T6i cling tin nhu tat cd moi ngudi thoi. Phai vé sau khi
toi sap xép lai sw viée co. Phat hién ra céi gang tay 13 diém dau tién. Sau dé tdi bao
Ngai Oswald ném khau stng qua ctra s0. Sung rdi xa hon noi tdi nghi. Nhung ngudi
thuan tay phai thi khong ném xa duwgc nhu vay bang tay trai. Ké ca Idc dé thi van chi
13 nghi ngd - mdt diém nghi ngd rat md nhat.

“Thé r6i c6 mot diéu khac lam t6i chi V. RS rang chd tai liéu dé ném xudng 1a dé
ngwdi khac tdi nhat. Néu nhw c6 Wade chi tdi do tinh c¢ thi ngudi tdi nhat cha dich
13 ai ch®t? T4t nhién, ddi véi nhitng nguwdi khong biét noi tinh thi cau tra 161 1a rat dé
dang - 1a ni* ba twdc. €6 diéu toi lai biét. Toi biét rd vé nit ba twdc. Thé rdi sao nita? Toi
nght la chd gidy t& dé da dugc nguwoi can nhat téi nhat 1én. Cang nghi veé viéc dé thi toi
cang thay rang viéc cd6 Wade tinh cd tdi chd dé vao ldc dd that dang phai quan tam.”

“Chac 6ng da gip thé khd khi toi bay té nghi ngd vé nit ba tuwdc roi nhi.”

“pung vay, tiéu thu Eileen. Tdi phai mwon cé dé danh lac hudng c6 sang viéc khac.
Cau Eversleigh cang thay khé hon khi ba ta tinh lai khi bi ngit ma cé thé khong biét
nén noi gi cho phai.”

“Thao ndo ltic dd Bill ¢ vé lo 1ang thé,” Bundle ndi. “NhAat 1a khi anh &y c¥ bao 13 ba
4y nén tinh tri, dogi khde khoan lai rdi néi gi thi néi.”

“Bill t0i nghiép,” St. Maur ndi. “cau bé nay can dugc bado ban lai thoi - cang ngay
cang nhang xi 1én.”

“pung vay day,” Canh sat trudng Battle nodi, “t6i nghi ngd Thesiger nhuwng lai khong
c6 bang chirng rd rang. Nhuwng chinh Thesiger cling chdt da. Hin d& cdm nhan dwoc
dang phai d6i mat véi Bay Con SO - nhung han mudn biét S6 7 thuc ra 13 ai. Hin lan la
tim hiéu vé nha Cootes vi cho rang Ngai Oswald Coote 12 S6 7.”

“Chinh t6i nghi ngd Ngai Oswald,” Bundle néi, “nhat 1a lic dng ay t vuon di vao
dém hom dé.”

“Toi thi khong nghi ngo Ong ta gi ca,” Battle ndi, “nhwng t6i phai ndi 1a tdi cd nghi
ngd anh ban tré kia, anh chang thu ky ay.”

“Pongo?” Bill thot 1én. “Sao lai 1a Pongo tdi nghiép?”

“Cé chu, Eversleigh, dul cAu cd goi 13 Pongo tdi nghiép. P4 1a ngudi rat cr, cd thé
1Am moi viéc néu dé tAm tdi. Mdi nghi ngd ctia tdi modt phan 1a do cAu ta chinh 13



ngudi mang chd dong ho téi phong ctia Wade dém dé. Cau ta c6 co hoi dé dat chai va
ly 1én ban. Va cé mot diém nita 12 cau ta thuln tay trai. Cai ging tay dé tré thang téi
ciu ta - néu khong cé mot chi tiét-”

“Chi tiét gi?”

“Vét rang - chi cé nguwoi bi sao dé ¢ tay phai mdi phai dung rang ma xé bo gang tay
chw.”

“Vay 13 Pongo ra khoi nghi van?”

“Pongo bi loai, dting nhu ¢d ndi. Téi chic chan anh chang Bateman s& ngac nhién
1am khi biét tirng bi tinh nghi.”

“Chac roi,” Bill dong tinh. “Mot dia 1am 1y, ngdc nghéch nhu Pongo ma éng cé thé
nghila..”

“Néu ndi vé chuyén do thi chinh cdu tirng noi Thesiger 1a mot ké khong c6 dau dc
gl day. MOt trong hai nguwoi dé dang dong kich. Khi t6i xac dinh ké dé 1a Thesiger thi
toi da tdi hoi Bateman xem anh ta nghi gi vé con nguwdi nay. Hoa ra tir 1au Bateman da
rat nghi ngd Thesiger r6i, va da thuwong trinh bay vi Ngai Oswald.”

“La that,” Bill ndi, “Pongo lic nao cling dang. bién that day.”

“Nhu toi dd noi,” Canh sat trwdng Battle tiép tuc, “ching t6i d3 1am Thesiger phai
cing 1én, gidt minh trudc hanh dong ctia Bay Con SO, khdong rd khi ndo s& gap hiém
nguy. Viéc tém dwgc han hoan toan 13 nh& cu Eversleigh. CAu 4y da biét phai doi
mat vdi ai, va da liéu cd mang song day. Nhung cau ay khong bao gio ngo 13 cd cling bi
kéo ludn vao, tiéu thu Eileen a.”

“Khong, khong,” Bill xic dong ndi.

“cau 4y sang phong tim gip Thesiger, tht1 san mot cAu chuyén bia,” Battle ké tiép.
“Cau 4y vo rang dang nam dwgc mot s tai liéu clla Devereux, sO tai liéu dé cé vai
diém hwéng nghi ngde vé phia Thesiger. Nhw mdt nguwdi ban chan tinh, ciu
Eversleigh lao t6i dé nghe 10i giai thich cia Thesiger. Ching tdi di tinh trudc rang
Thesiger sé& tim cach loai bd ciu Eversleigh, va ciing tinh duwoc ca cach thitc han trién
khai nita. Theo d6, Thesiger md&i khach udng rirou va soda. Ltic han rdi phong mot 14t,
cAu Eversleigh da d6 vao cai lo trén ké, nhung tat nhién 1a da bd nhw bi ngdm thudc.
Cau Aay biét 13 thubc sé ngdm tw ti, khong ddt ngdt. CAu Ay ndi hét, lic dau thi
Thesiger quyét liét pht nhan, nhuwng do thay - hodc twdng 1a thay - 1a thudc d3 ngdm
nén han thd nhan hét, con néi 1a cu Eversleigh 1a nan nhan thi¥ ba nita.

“Khi cAu Eversleigh d3 gAn nhu bt tinh thi Thesiger diu ciu ra xe, kéo bat nip xe
1én. Han han d3 goi cho cd, cAu Eversleigh khong biét diéu dé. Han da khéo 1éo goi v
cho cd, rang cd ndi 1a s& dwa cd Wade vé nha.

“cd khong ndi vdi ai vé viéc nhan tin nhan tir han ca. Sau dé, khi xac cd bi phat
hién & day thi han c6 nang Wade s& thé c6 Chua 13 cd da dwa cd & vé roi lén Luin Pon



dé tv minh ddt nhap vao day.

“CAu Eversleigh thi van tiép tuc vai dién ctia minh - bi bat tinh. Thuc ra thi khi hai
nguwdi dé di khoi pho Jermyn thi nguwdi ca toi d& vao nha, tim thdy chd ruwgu bi
thudc, trong dé chira du lwgng hydrochloride dé 1am hai ngwdi thiét mang. Xe ctia ho
cling cd ngwdi bam theo. Thesiger cho xe di téi mdt sin golf ndi tiéng, & d6 vai phut
cho moi ngwdi déu thay, ndi 1a sé choi mdt van. DI nhién cai dé dé tao bang chitng
ngoai pham, phong khi can t&i. R6i han 1én xe di, dem theo ciu Eversleigh, di vio mot
con duong hep, tir d6 vong lai thanh pho, tdi cau lac bd Bay Con S6 nay. Ngay khi thay
Alfred da bo di, hAn d4anh xe dén bén ca, v& néi vai cau vdéi cu Eversleigh khi han
xudng xe, phong khi cd dé'y, rdi vao trong nha dién va hai kich.

“Khi han ndi 1a di kiém bAc sithi thuc ra hin chi sip ctra rdi 1én di 1én gac, ndp sau
canh cra phong nay, ciing 1a noi c6 nang Wade kiém c@ bado ¢6 1én. Tat nhién cau
Eversleigh da phat hoang khi thay c6, nhwng cau ta cho rang t6t nhat ¢ tiép tuc dién
di da vi biét 13 ngwdi cta ching tdi dang theo ddi cin nha ndy, thé nén han cd sé
khdng gip nguy hiém ngay tdc thi. Pang ndo thi ciu 4y ciing cé thé hdi tinh khi thy
can ma. Nhat 1a khi thay Thesiger dat sing lén ban réi di khaéi thi moi viéc cé vé nhu
rat an toan. Con vé phan sau thi...” Ong ngltng lai, nhin Bill. “Cé 1& cAu muén tu ké
tiép, nhi.”

“Lic d6 anh dang nam trén ghé,” Bill néi, “co ra vé nhu mé mét, sap chét dén noi,
thi dot nhién nghe thay cé ngudi chay trén giac xuong. Loraine ding 1én, ra md cla.
Anh th3y tiéng Thesiger, nhung khong nghe 18, chi nghe Loraine bao 'Thé ciing dugc.
cang hay.' Rdi thay han bdo: ‘Gitip anh khénh thing nay 1én. Cling mét diy, nhung
nén dé hai bon né & cing nhau, 1am qua cho S6 7" Anh khéng hiéu bon né muu tinh
chuyén gi, nhuwng thay bon chiing van anh 1én gac. Cling mét day, vi anh ciing cha
nhe nhang gi. Ching d4y anh vio day, anh thay Loraine bao: ‘Anh chic 13 6n ch’#? Con
day khong tinh lai ch®?' Rdi thang Jimmy - thang dé tién Ay - bao: 'bling lo. Anh dap
hét strc roi.

“Chting bo di, khéa ctra lai. Anh m@ mat ra thi thay em. Oi Chua oi, Bundle. Chac
khong bao gi® anh thay hodng loan hon thé nita. Anh ¢ twéng em chét roi.”

“Chac 1 nh& cai mii @& cho mét phan a,” Bundle ndi.

Mot phan,” Canh sat trwdng Battle ndi. “Nhuwng mot phan 1a do Thesiger bi thuwong
& tay. Chac han khong nhan thdy thdi, nhung stc vung ra chi con mdt nra. Nhuwng
viéc dé chang 1am cho S& tu hao gl. Ching td6i d3 khong bao vé duoc cd, tiéu thu
Eilend. P4 13 vét den trong ca vu nay.”

“Tdi ctrng dau ma,” Bundle néi. “Cling may man nita. Piéu tdi khong hiéu 1a
Loraine lai tham gia viéc nay. C6 4y that 1a hién thuc ma.”

“Ah!” 6ng canh sat tra 10i. “Co & giét ndm d&a tré & Pentonville cling hién thuc day.



Khong danh gid nhu thé duoc. €6 & cd cdi d6 trong mau rdi - chac bs cd 4 da khong it
1an an com tu.”

“Ong bat ca cd ta u?”

Ong canh sat git dau.

“Chac 13 cd ta s& khong bi treo ¢ dau - bdi thAm thuwdng mém 1dong. Nhung thang
Jimmy Thesiger thi chic sé& dung dua trong gi6 - nhwng thé cling tot - dang cho mot
tén t0i pham gidi giang, 1i 10m toi tirng phai d6i mat.”

“Ma nay,” 6ng néi tiép, “néu dau cda tiéu thu khong con dau nhiéu nita thicd 18 ta
cling t6 chitc &n mirng ch¥ nhi? Ngay géc ph6 cé nha hang nhé ngon 1am.”

Bundle vui vé dongy.

“Tdi sap chét ddi day, canh sat trudng a. Vdi lai,” ¢d nhin quanh, “tdi cling phai lAm
quen vdi cac thanh vién khac chi.”

“Bay Con S8,” Bill hao hing. “Chuing ta ding can phai &n ming. Chd nay co cho
phép an no vai chai rvgu khdng dng Battle?”

“Khdng c6 gi phai lo dau. Chuyén dé ci¥ dé t6i.”

“Canh sat trudng Battle,” Bundle nodi, “6ng la nguwdi tuyét voi. That tiéc 1a 6ng da cé
vo roi. Thé nén t6i danh chiu dung anh Bill day vay.”



Chuadng 34 ,
HUAN TUGC CATERHAM CHAP THUAN

“Cha 0i,” Bundle ndi, “Con cé chuyén quan trong mudn néi. Cha sap mait con gai roi
day.”

“V& van,” HuAn twdc Caterham gat di. “Pirng cd ndi 1a con tidu xai phung phi hay
trai tim con mém yéu hay gi nita. Ta khong tin dau.”

“C6 phai 13 chét diu, cha,” Bundle ndi. “Cudi chong théi ma.”

“cling chang khac may dau,” Huan twdc Caterham ndi. “Thé 13 ta s& phai téi dam
cudi, mic may bd 1€ phuc chat cing, cha thoai mai ti nao rodi dang con ta cho ké khéc.
Ma 130 Lomax cé khi con s& doi hon ta trong phong thanh ay.”

“Lay Chda nhan tir! cha khdng nghi l1a con sé 14y 6ng gia George day chu?” Bundle
hét toang lén.

“Lan trudc ta thay con ta cé cam gidc nhu thé ma,” huan twdc nodi, “mdi sdng hom
qua day thoi.”

“Ngudoi con cwdi lam chong tot hon 6ng gid George hang tram 1an, cha a,” Bundle
nai.

“Ta hy vong thé,” huin twdc Caterham noéi. “Nhung ai ma biét dwoc. Ta thay con
dau biét xét dodn tinh cach ngudi ta ra dau. Chinh con bao ta 1a Thesiger 12 mot tay
cha biét 1am viéc gi thé ma ta nghe ndi han 13 mot trong nhitng tén toéi pham gidi
nhat thoi nay. Chan nhit 13 ta chwa gip mat han 1an nio day. Ta dang dinh sé& viét
hoi ky, danh han mot chuwong dac biét ké vé nhitng tén sat nhan ta tirng gip - thé ma
vO0 tinh lai bé qua anh ban tré nay.”

“Cha lam gi con sic ma viét hoi ky hoi kiéc gi chi,” Bundle ndi.

“Ta dau cd phai tw viét dau,” huan tudce Caterham ndi. “Néu tu viét thi khong xong
duogc. Nhung ta cé gdp mot cd gai tuyét voi hom roi, viéc dé sé 1a ctia ¢o ay. CO ay sé
thu thap tai liéu va viét luén.”

“Thé cha s& lam gi?”

“A, cung cdp mot vai dit kién thuc. M6i ngay khoang nlra tiéng. Thé 1a du roi,
khong hon.”

Sau khi ngitng mot chut, huan twdc ndi tiép:

“co dy qua 1a dep - rat dé gan, biét cAm thong.”

“Cha o0i,” Bundle ndi, “con cé cadm giac la khong c6 con bén canh cha sé& gap nguy
hiém chét ngudi day.”



“Ai cha c6 nguy hiém ctia riéng minh, con gai,” huin twdc Caterham néi.

Khi budc ra tdi clra, Ong ngoai lai hoi:

“Ma nay, Bundle, con cwdi ai thé?”

“Con c® twdng,” Bundle nodi, “cha s& khong budn hodi co ch&. Con sé& cudi Bill
Eversleigh.”

Ong gia suy nghi mot phut roi gt dau té vé hai long.

“T6t 1am,” 6ng néi. “N6 biét chai golf dung khong? Ta sé& cling nd choi vao giai Mua
thu.”

NQK, Ha Noi, 5-3-2015
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